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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

JJionday, 2!) Octobc1·, 1888. 

Messages from the Administrator of the Govornmcnt.
A1Jscnce of the Premier.- Question.-Petitions
Bra.nch Line at Bundanba-I .. indsay Raihvay Con
struction IHll.-Normanton-Cloncurry Railway DP .. 
viation.-Snpply.-l\fnrsupials Dc~trnction Act Con
tinuation Bill.-Supply,-Adjournmcnt. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

MESSAGES FROM THE ADMINISTRA
TOR OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

LOAN TO THE l\IuNIOIPAJ,I1'Y Ol!' BRISBANE. 
The 8PEAKER announced that he had re

ceived a messr.:c(e from His Excellency the 
Administrator of the Government, transmitting 
a Bill to empower the Governor in Council to 
authorise the Colonial Treasurer to advance, by 
w:1y of loan, a sum not exceeding £40,000 out of 
the public funds of the colony to the Mnnici 
pality of Brisbane. 

The COLONIAL S1WEETARY (Hnn. B. 
D. 1\lorehead) said: JVIr. Spe::tker,~I move that 
the message of Hi" Excellency bo taken into con
sidemtion at a later hour of the dav. 

Question pnt and passed. " 

SUPPLEi\IENTARY Ei,TIMATES-1887-8, No. 2. 
The SPEAKER announced that he had 

received a messag·e from His Excellency the 
Administrn,tor of the Go,ermnent, tramnnitting 
Supvlementn,ry K;timates fur the year 1887 ·8, 
No. 2. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said: Mr. 
Speaker,--! beg to move that the Estimates be 
printed, and referred to Committee of Supply. 

Question put and passed. 

ABSE.:\TCE OF THE PRBJMIER. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said: Mr. 

Speaker,~! haYe to inform the House that 
although the Premier, Sir Thoma' Mcilwraith, 
is better, he is not likely to be very much in the 
House during the remainder of the session. He 
hopes to be here to explain and assist in passing 
the Estimates of the department over which he 
presides. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. BUCKLAND asked the 

Railways-
Secretary for 

If it is the intention of t.hc Govermnent to complete 
the survey of a line of railwa.y from Clevelnnd to Red·· 
land Bay and :J'Iount Cotton at an ea.rly date? 

The SECRETARY JfOR RAILWAYS (the 
Hon. H. M. Nelson) replied-

The survey to Redland Bay is now being made, and 
the route of the extension to 1\fount Cotton has been 
examined. 

PETITIONS. 

BRANCH LINE AT Br:NDANJlA. 
Mr. SMYTH presented a petition from 

]1,/[essrs. Stafford Bros., asking permission to 
construct a branch line from their colliery at 
Bundanba, to connect with the Southern and 
"VVestern l~ailway, and stated that the forms 
ref(nired by the i::ltanding Orders had been com· 
plied with. He moved that the petition be 
received. 

Question put and passed. 

LrNDSAY RAILWAY CoNSTRUCTION BrLr,, 
Mr. MURPHY presented a petition from 

John Taylor against the Lindsay Railway Con· 
struction Bill; and moved that it be read. 
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Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk, 

On the motion of Mr. MURPHY the petition 
was received. ' 

BOWEN HAlLWAY EXTENSION. 
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS 

moved-
That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and the 

House resolve itself into :1 Committee of the ·whole to 
consider the following resolutions :-

1. That the I-Ionse approves of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed extension, section 2, 
of the Bowen railway, from 30 miles to 52 miles, in 
length 22 miles, as laid on the table of the House on 
Friday, the 26th day of Octo1Jer instant. 

2. rl'hat the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded t? the Legislative Council, for their approval, 
by message 111 the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 

ConDIITTEE. 
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS, in 

moving-
1. That the House approyes of the vi an, section, and 

book of reference of the- Pl'opo~ed extension, ,,eet.ion 2, 
of the Bowen railway, from 30 miles to 52 miles, in 
length 22 miles, a~ laid on the table of the u.m:;e on 
Frida.y, the 26th day of October instant. 

2, That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Lct;islative Oonneil, for theil· ap
proval, by message in the usual form. 

-said that the 2nd section of railway for which 
approval was now askeJ was a continuation of 
the railway from Bow en to Townsville, vi 1 Ayr. 
The 1st section was now being constructed, and it 
was proposed, as soon as convenient, to go on 
with the 2nd section. The section commenced 
30 miles from Bowen, and terminated 52 miles 
from Bowen, the length of the section being 22 
miles ; and the direction was almost in a straight 
line, a little north of west. The railway up to 
the end of the 2nd section, was commoi1' to all 
the various routes proposed, thoug·h there was 
much diversity of opinion ""' to what route 
the line should take acl'Oss the Burdekin 
River. The construction would be almost 
wholly on surface formation, and the earth
works would consequently be Yory light. There 
were several creeks to cross, requiring from lOO 
feet to 250 feet of openings. No bridD"es of any 
magnitude would be required, but there would 
bP several small culverts and waterwavs. The 
Chief. E':gineer estimated t~e aggregat'e length 
of bndgmg at :l,G?O feet, mcluding- openings. 
The steepest gradrent was 1 in 70, and the 
sharpest curve 15 chains radiu8. The land to 
be resumed would be a very small are:1-portions 
of two selections-and the compensation would 
probably not exceed £100. The Chief Engineer's 
estimate for ~he contractor's work only w'~s about 
£3,500 per mrle, or a total of £77,000, and probably 
the permanent way and supel'\'ision would add 
another £20,000 to the cost. The vote for the 
line at present stood with £208,000 to its credit, 
and the amount that would be required to com
plete the pre.,ent section was £59,000, leaving a 
balance of £1il0,000 to meet the requirements- of 
further extensions. 

Mr. SAYERS said he would ask whether any 
definite route of the line beyond the 2nd se;ction 
had yet been adopted by the Government? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS saicl it 
had not. Survevs had been ordered of all the 
proposed routes, "but until full information wccs 
obtained as to the whole of them, the Govern
ment would not decide on which route the rail
way should take. 

Mr. P ALMER said he noticed th»t provision 
was made for two timber reserves of 20,000 
acres. He thought that was an adrnimble idea, 

1888-3 N 

and he wished to know whether they would be 
under the supervision of the Divisional Boards, 
or a central authority in Brisbane? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
they would be under the control of the Minister 
for Lands. "" 

1Ir. GROO::YI asked whether any more plans 
of railw»ys beyond those already placed on the 
table would be submitted for approval during the 
present sebJion? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he 
did not think it at all probable. 

1fr. BUCKLAND asked whether the Burde
kin Bridge was included in the 2nd section? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said it 
was not. The 2nd section would not go within 
fifteen miles of the Burdekin River. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he thought the 
Minister for Rail ways might give the Committee 
some information as to the railway policy of the 
GoYernment generally. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said it 
was not his intention to giYe any further infor
mation as to the general railway policy of the 
Government at the present time. Every infor
mcttion that could be given on the subject would 
be given before the close of the session. 

Mr. SALKELD asked how far the end of the 
2nd section wonlcl he from the Burdekin River? 

The l\1INISTEH FOH HAlLWAYS said he 
was informed by the hon. member for Bowen 
that the terminal point would be about twenty
five miles south of the Burdekin Hiver. 

Mr. DHAKE said he had no intention of ob
jecting to the avproval of those plans and sec
tions, but he felt that some information with 
regard to the general railway policy of the Gov
ernment should have been given before they 
were asked to approve of those railways. If 
that was not done, the Committee would have no· 
111ca,ns of insisting upon kno\dng the Govern~ 
ment railwaY policy before the session termi
nated. 

The COLONL~L SECHETARY said he 
thought the Minister for Railways had made it 
clear thrrt it W:JS the intention of the Govern
ment to let the House know what their railway 
policy was before the end of the se,sion, and 
possibly within a few days. 

Mr. SA YERS said he had been looking over 
the plans, and he found that members could get 
very little information frolll them. They were 
very poor plans to Jay on the table for informa
tion, as they contained no local sketch. He was 
satisfied with the information given by the 
l\Iinister for Railways, but they could not get 
that information from the plans. 

'l'he COLONIAL SRCHETAHY said they 
were the usual form of plans as laid on the table, 
but he <Jnite agreed with the hon. member for 
Charters TowPrs that it wonld be better that, 
where there were such marked features in the 
country as the Burdekin Hiver, thry should be 
shown in the plnns. A local sketch, showing 
that the oeetion ended at about twentv.five miles 
south of the Burdekin, should have been included 
in the plans, for the information of the House. 

l\Ir. SA YERS said that he was very much 
pler~sed to hear what the Colonial Secretary had 
said. He was under the impression that the 
plans tabled in connection with the Cairns and 
Croydon railways included local sketches of those 
lines. 

The MINISTER FOTI HAlLWAYS said 
he had been under the impression that the plans 
under consideration included a local sketch, but 
he saw it had been omitted. If necessary, he 
could furnish it. 
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Mr. SA YERS said he was perfectly satisfied 
with the Minister's explanation. 

Question put and passed. 
'rhe House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN 

reported the resolutions to the House. 
On the motion of the 1HNISTER FOR 

RAIL \V A YS, the report was adopted. 

NORCI.L\.NTON-CLONCUlWY RAlTJWAY 
DJ£VIATION. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS 
lnoved-

Thn.t the Speaker do now lr:LYe the chair, and the 
House re.•mlvc itself into a Committee of the "rhole to 
consider the following resolutions:-

1. That the Uonsc approves of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of tllc ra.ihva,Y from Xormanton to 
13 miles, being the permanent slll'vey of the deviation 
of the :Kormanton-Cloncurry Raihva.y, a]Jprovcd by 
Parliament on 8th December, 1837, as la.id npon the 
table of the House on Friday, the 26th day of October 
instant. 

2. That the pian, seetion, n.nd book of l'cfcrcnce be 
forwarded to the Legisl:ttive Council, for their approval, 
by meRsage in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 

Co:I!MI1'TRll. 

The MINISTJ<~I~ FOH RAILWAYS, in 
1TIO\'ing-

]. That the Jlonsc approves of the phtn, scr-tion, ancl 
book ofreferenec of the railway from ~onnnnton to 13 
miles, being the pernmnent survey of the deviation of 
the Xormanton-Clonenrry Raihvay, approved by Pm·lia
ment on 8th DeccmlJm·, 1HS7, as laid upon the table of 
the House, on Friday, the 26th {lay of October instant. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to UH' Legislative Council, for theil· ap.vroval, 
by nw"lsagc in the usual form. 

-said the motion was almost a formal one, the 
fact of the matter being that the railway was 
already constructed. The history of the trans
action was simply this :-On the 1Gth Xovember, 
18SG, Parliament approved of the plans of the 
railway from N orrnanton to Cloncurry, or that 
part of it from N ormanton to the Flinders 
River, a distance of 38 mile,;. In the follow
ing session Parliament agreed to a deviation 
of the line to make it suitable for a line 
towards Croydon; and there had been a re;olu
tion passed indemnifying the Government for 
making any deviation necessary for that pur
pose. That resolution wcts passed on the 8th 
November, 1887. The plans, section, and book 
of referenCB now tabled wa' the permanent sur
vey of that deviation, and the junction would be 
at about 12~ miles on that section of the line. It 
commenced at Normanton, and ran through sec
tions Nos. 37, 3G, and 34, which were wholly 
resumed for station purposes. It passed through 
section No. 34, and thence generally in the direc
tion of the N mmanton-Cloncurry road to the 
termination of the section-13 miles. The Cion
curry road was crossed at 1:l; mile, and there were 
slight diversions of the road at 3~ mile;; and 4 
miles 10 chains. There would be level 
crossings provided a,t La,ndsborough and Thomp
son streets. There were two small creeks to be 
crossed-the Four-mile Creek and the Eight
mile Creek. The steepest grade on the line was 
1 in 70, and the slmrpest curve one of 20 chains 
radius. The resumptions from selections would 
amount to about 41 acres. The compensation for 
land, it was estimated, would be abo:1t £300, and 
about £1,600 in addition harl been paid for im
provements on the vacant Crown allotments at 
Normanton resumed for railway purposes. He 
moved the motion standing in his n::tme. 

Mr. P ALMER said the length of the section 
specified in the motion was 13 miles. There was 
a piece of line about a mile and a-half long 

between the landing on the river and N ormanton 
township. Was that included in the 13 miles? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
that section started from N ormanton and ex
tended to a distance of 13 miles. The Croydon 
junction was 12~ miles from Normanton. The 
mile and n-half referred to by the hon. member 
wa,, not included in the section specified in the 
resolution. 

Mr. P ALMER said the mile and a-half of line 
to which he referned wns alrcarly built; it 
extended from the landing to Normanton. The 
line was very necessary for the purpose of carry
ing material for the railway. It was built on 
wooden sleepers- blood wood sleepers -which 
were obtained in the district, and were found 
very suitable. 

The iVII::'fiSTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
that short piece of line was built for the con
veyance of material. It was not a permanent 
line, and was more in the nature of a private 
than a public line. It had not received the 
sanction of Parliament. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he thought they 
wanted a little more explanation. How was the 
cost of thM. mile and a-half of line rlefrayed? He 
presumed that the hon. gentleman acknowledged 
now that the contention of the leader of the 
Opposition the other evening was correct when 
he stated that no formal sanction of Parlia
ment had been granted for that 13 miles. That 
section extended from the town of N ormanton to 
the crossing of the Norman River, a distance of 
13 miles. But the country had to pay for the 
mile and a-lmlf of line mentioned by the hon. 
member for Carpentaria. How waB it to be 
paid for? How could it be said to be in the 
nature of a private railway? It passed through 
Crown land he presumed, and it was constructed 
for the pu1:pose of conveying material from the 
landing place to the rail way. There was not 
the slightest doubt that before very long the 
Government would have to face two questions. 
The one was the improvement of the navigation 
of the Norman Eiver at vast expense, and the 
other was to construct a railway from Norman· 
ton to the natural anchorage in the Gulf. 

The ~MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he 
had explctined before that the leader of the 
Oppo.3ition was perfectly correct when he con
tended th'l.i those plans had not been formally 
approved by Pa,rliament; but substantially they 
had been approved by the resolution passed in 
1887, authorising such deviation as might be 
necessary for the construction of a line to Croy
don. The plans were, however, never formally laid 
on the table. The work wns put in hand by the late 
Government. \Vith regard to the small piece of 
line laid down to the wha,rf, that was a very 
simple matter. It was quite a common thing for 
the Government to make a temporary road or 
temporary branch line to save money in the con
struction of a railway, and that short p~ece of 
line which wa;; run down to the wharf would 
pay for itself in the extra saving of the cost in 
carting material from the wharf to the railway. 

<.-luestion put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIR:VIAN re

ported the resolutions to the Hnu£e. 
On the motion of the MINISTER FOR 

RAIL \VA YS, the report was adopted. 

SUPPLY. 
RESOIPTION OF CmD!ITTllE. 

On this Order of the Day being called, 
The COLONIAL SEORETAHY moved that 

it be postponed until after the consideration of 
Order of the Day No, 2. 

Question put and passed. 
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MARSUPIALS DESTRUCTION ACT 
CONTINUATION BILL. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Donaldson) said: Mr. Speaker,-! have it in 
command from His Excellency the Administrator 
of the Government to inform the House that His 
Excellency, having been made aware of the pro
posed amendment in the l\1arsupials Bill whereby 
provision is to be made for the destruction of 
bandicoots, recommends the necessary appro
priation to be made to carry out the objects of 
the Bill. 

CO~lilll1'TEE. 

The SPEAKER left the chair, and the House 
went into committee to further consider the 
Bill. 

Mr. MORGAN moved that the following new 
clause be inserted :- ' 

The term "marsupial" in such Act shall include 
bandicoots, and the rate of bonus puyablc in respect of 
the scalps of bandicoots shaH be 2d. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 2 passed as printed. 
The House resumed, and the CHATRMA:I' 

reported the Bill with amendments. 
The report was adopted, and the third n·ading 

of the Bill made an Order of the :Uay for to
morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
REsu;urrrox OJ<' COMMITTEE. 

On the Order of the Day being read-
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

the Speaker leave the chair, and the House 
resolve itself into committee to further c:msider 
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

Mr. PALM:ER said: Mr. Speaker,-I will 
take advantage of the motion before the House 
not to ventilate a grievance, but to ask ~ 
concession from the House which I have 
not asked before. I will a,:k a concession 
from the Opposition side of the Hmme 
which I do not think they will refuse, and 
I will ask the Government if they will consider 
favourably the recjuest I have to make. It is 
in the interests of the whole countrv that I m:1ke 
the request. I have been very desirous that the 
motion I have on the paper, dealing with the 
cultivation and preservation of virus for inocula
tion for pleuro-pneumonia, should pass before 
the session closes; and I think if the House will 
allow the motion to be considered in com
mittee, it will be of great advantage, as ex
periments will then be carried on during 
the recess. Very likely the opportunity will 
not occur again, because, if the Bill does not pass 
there will be no authority to proceed, and th~ 
gentlemen who will be in the colony and ready to 
undertake the work will have left for };mope. 
It is for the benefit of the whole country that 
these experiments should take place. VVe have 
more cattle in (,lueensland than all the other 
colonies put together, and the tremendous 
loss which occurs annually through the 
ravages of pleuro-pneumonia justifies Parlia
ment in taking measures for preventing that 
loss. lYiy motion will not take three minutes 
to put through committee ; but in dealing \l'ith it 
this afternoon it would be ad vancecl afurthcer stage, 
and I should Le able to get a message from His 
Excellency the Administrator of the Govern
ment recommending the necessary appropriation 
to give effect to the Bill. I trust the hon. gentlemen 
who represent the Opposition and the Govern
ment will not object to the postponement of 
business until this matter has been der~lt with. 
If_ the leader of the Opposition doe' not object, I 
w1ll ask the Government to postpone their busi
ness until Order of the Day No. 5-general 
business-is disposed of, 

The COLO~IAI, SECRETARY said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I need hardly point out to you, sir, 
and to hon. me m hers, that, according to the rules 
of the House, what the hon. member suggests 
cannot be done--that is, to postpone all other 
business until after Order of the Day No. 5, 
g-eneral bnsim,,s. Further than that, it would 
be mn,nifestly unfair to other hon. m em hers 
who have notices of motion on the paper to 
do so. I think it would be much better 
for the hon. gentleman to give fresh notice 
for Thursday, for which clay there is at pre
sent only one notice of motion on the paper. 
I do not see how what he asks to be done i~ 
po'~sible. I admit at once that the question 
raised by him is a very large one. It does not 
affect the general taxpayers of the colony, as the 
money is a, ked to be appropriated from a special 
fund raised by stockowners. I think he had 
better nccept the sugg-estion, and give fresh 
notice for Thursday next. 

Mr. GROOJ\I said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
the hon. gentleman's object might be attained 
without a Bill at all. 

The OOLO~IAL SECRETARY: There is 
no chance nf getting a Bill through. 

l\Ir. GHOOM: There is no chance of getting a 
Bill throngh, but could not the hrm. gentleman's 
object be attn,ined !1y getting- an expression of 
opinion from thA House generally, with a view of 
justifying- the Government to expend the £7,000 
referred to. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY: They are 
trust funds; that is the difficulty. 

l\Ir. GHOOM : Then why not exj;end the 
amount out of general revenue, and afterwards 
pass ' a Bill refunding the money to the con
solidated revenue. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The con 
tributr>rs to the fund might object. 

1\Ir. GROOM: As the hon. gentleman sa.ys, 
the mattAr is one which affects everv cla's in the 
community. It is a question of national import
ance, and I can (p1ite see the urgency of getting 
son1ething done respecting it this session, if pos~ 
sible. ..At the satue tirne knowing, m; I do, son1e
thing of the forms of the House, and seeing that 
the matter is only now in its initiatory stages, it 
is clearly impossible that a Bill can be passed 
through all its stages in this House and in the 
other House this session. Besides, as the hrm. 
the Colonial Secretary s:1ys, it would be unfair 
to other hem. members who have private Bills
some of them of considemole importance-on the 
paper, that all their business and the whole 
general business of the country should be post
pon6d for the sake of this Bill. 

The SPEAKER sftid : I would point out in the 
first place tlmt this is an Order of the Day, not a 
notice of motion. The only means by which the 
hon. gentleman could obtain his wish would be to 
get the Government to consent to a postpone
ment of all their business, and to get all hon. 
members who have notices of motion or Orders of 
the Day before this Order of the D"y to postpone 
their business. A rather complicated form of 
postponement of business would be necessary. 

Question put and passed. 
RAIL\VAYS-GEXEHAL EST.\BLISHillllNT. 

The MT1\ISTER l<OR RAIL\YAYS moved 
that £11,8Gf) be granted for s.alaries and con
tingencies, genera1 establishuwnt. 

Mr. :'IIACJ<'ARLAJ'\E said he thought before 
the Jdinister commenced discussing the itrems on 
the rail way vote, it would be well to inform the 
Committee of the names of the two commis
sioners who were to be appointed to assist in 
railway management. If the hon. gentleman did 
so, it would probably save a great deal of trottble 
a,nd discussion. 



948 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
the hon. gentleman wab asking him to do 
what was irnpossible, because no arrangen1ent 
whateve~ had been made for appointing those 
commissvmers as yet. That had been intimated 
before, and there was not likely to be any 
appointment made for a considerable time. 
He was not quite sure whether the plan adopted 
in New South \Vales was not a right one·-tho,t 
was, to postpone the >tppuintment of the two junior 
commissioner.s, as they might be called, until 
after the arrival of the chief commissioner, so 
tlmt he might he consulted in the matter. Tlmt 
had been done in Sydney, and thnre appeared to 
be a g·ood de~] of common sense in it. At any 
rate, at present no appointn~ent, or pron1ise of an 
appointment, either directly or indirectly, had been 
made to anyone. He might mention that there 
were no increases to salaries in the vote, and he 
was sorry for it, because he knew there were a good 
many officers in the department who deserved 
increases. But, on account of the fin::tncia.l con
dition of the colony, which nece~siktted the exer
cise of the 1nost rigid econorny, and n,l~o consider
ing thttt the l\IinistPr who wets responsible for 
such recommend:ttions had been such a short 
time in office, and had had very little experience 
of it, he diclnot consider himself justified in pro
posing to increase any Ralaries this year. !io\v
ever, he prmi1ised th,,t if the public funds were 
in a better condition next year, a:o he hoped they 
would be, some increases would probably be given. 
He might explain that the £2.),000, "Adjust
ment of Stores Suspenso Account," voted last 
year, \VaR a sort of overdraft necessary to enable 
the storekeeper to carry on the store busine.,s. 
It was not rerruired this year. In all other 
respects the vote was the S>tme as last year. He 
might also explain tlmt thefe were seven clerks 
down who were not on the E.stimates last year. 
J>reviously those clerks, although in permanent 
anrl continuous employment, were paid out of 
the traffic vote as wag·es men. They had now 
been trctnsferred to the principal vote. 

Mr. NORTON said he wished for some infor
n1ation on a rr1atter of adrninbtration-namely, 
the postponement of the increases to which some 
of the men in the employ of the railway depart
ment were entitled. Accorrling- to a regnbtion 
in the department, certain of the employe., were 
entitled to a certain increase at a certain time. 
Shortly before that time arrived, they received 
notice that their increases would he postponed for 
six months. \Vhen that six months expired, 
they received a seeond notic<e that their in
crcitses would be postponed for another six 
months. The second notice however, was 
afterwards withdrawn, and the men got their 
increases from that time. He wished to know 
whether the increase' were paid from the time at 
which the men first became entitled to receive 
them? 

'l'he MINISTER FOR TIAIL WAYS replied 
that he was informed that all the increa;;cs were 
paid from the time the men were first entitled to 
receive therr1. 

Mr. :'<Oil TON said that was a point on which 
he had been in doubt, and he wns very glad to 
recAive the reply the hon. gentleman had just 
given. 

Jifr. HODGKI::'<SON said that, in reply to the 
juni1lr nwtnlJer for Ipswich, the ~Iinister for 
Hail ways stated that he was unable to give any 
information as to the two junior rail ·way com
n1is"'ioner.s, because the chief comn1iRsioner 
would have to be consulted with regard to those 
appointments. That was a most extraordinary 
admission. The chief commissioner would 
practically, according to that statement, have 
the (Lppointment or nomination of his two col
leagues. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said the 
hon. member was misquoting him; he had made 
no such statement. \Vhat he saicl was that he 
was in favour of the appointments being post
poned until the arrival in the colony of the chief 
commiHioner. He did not even say that the chief 
commi"ioner would be consulted on the question, 
although he did not see any harm in that. What 
he dicl 'ay was that he thought it was proposed 
to be done in Kew South \Vales, and they might 
very well follow that course here. There might 
be a considerable number of cttndidates for the 
appointments, and in the event of thei1· having 
to undergo any kind of examination, they might 
ask the chief comfnissioner's opinion. That was 
all. 

Mr. HODGKINSON asked if it was proposed 
to advertise for applications for the two junior 
co:mn1issionerships? 

The COLONIAL S:P~CRETARY replied that 
he hardly thought it would be necessary. 

Mr. GANKON said that, with regard to com
pensation for resun1ptions, a 111;1,n at pre~ent had 
no right of appeal from the decision of the Railway 
Arbitrator if the amount awarded him was below 
£'.)00. That seemed an absurdity. \Vhy should 
not every claimant, even though the aw:nd were 
onlv £50, have the same right of appeal? Would 
the" hon. gentleman take it into consideration 
to :dter the bw in that resnect, so that the 'mall 
man should have the same 'right of appeal as the 
large one? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he 
was quite in sympathy with the suggestion of 
the hem. m ern ber, altho1Igh it was rather too late to 
do anything of the sort during the present session. 
It should be remembered, however, that even at 
present a man whode land had bean rc,mmed h~d 
alway,; the right of appeal to the Governor m 
Council, and the Governor in Council could grant 
him a re-hearing of the case. .A great nurnber 
of crose,-thoso about which compbint was made 
in the House last session-had been dealt within 
that way recently. Several of them had come 
before the Governor in Council, and in all of 
them a re-hearing had been granted. 

Mr. SALKELD said that granting a re-hear
ino· was quite different from getting the case 
he:trd before another tribunal. A person 
whose award was £300 and over, had a right of 
appeal to the Supreme Court; all below that 
amount could only get a re-hearing, which was.a 
very different thing. There was a great derclm 
the' sugg·estion of the hon. member for Toombul, 
that the small man ought not to be placed at a 
disadvantage of that kind. A man claiming 
£SOO mi,ht be awarded £4DO, which would cut 
him off f~om the right of appeal, and the claim
ant might very naturally think tha~ it had been 
done with that very object, when 1t .was really, 
in the opinion of the llailway Arbitrator, the 
proper amount to award. The ev!l pointed out 
was one that ought to be remec!Jed as soon as 
possible. ·with-reg>~rd to the appointment of 
the two junior comn1issioners, he ren1em~ 
berod seeing in a newspaper that in New 
South 'Vales the chief commissioner was con
sulted on the subject; the appointments 
were delayed until he arrived in the colony. 
It seecrne(l a very strange proceeding, because 
surely he would not have the knowledge that 
members of the Government would have of the 
applicants for the position of one of the junior 
commissioners, who would most likely be 
persons resident in the colony. He could not 
see what assistttnco the chief commiSSioner 
would be in advising· the Government as to the 
appointment of the 'other commissioners. The 
persons who would apply for the position of t~e 
assistant con1missioners were almost certain 
to he persons resident in the colony or in the 
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neighbouring colonies, and the memoers of the 
Government would Le far better jutlges of those 
men than the chief commissioner was likely to be, 
unless he also had been resident in the colonies 
for some time. If he came from Great Britain, or 
America, or Europe, he would not have that know
ledge of the other applicants. He did not think 
that there was anything in what the :\Iinister for 
Railways had said, and the Government should 
nnt delay to appoint the asoistant commissioners 
on account of that. 

Mr. UNMACK said that there was a small 
matter on the Estimates that he d<'sired to ask 
the Minister about. Ho noticed that on the 
previous year's Estimates, as well as on tho,e for 
the present year, there was ctn amount of £95 set 
down as <Lll additional retiring allowance to the 
l"'te Under Secretary for Railways, Mr. Herbert. 
That gentleman was drawing- a peneion of £506 
under l:icheclule B, and he presumed that £95 
was put on last year for "ome reason, Lut he 
would like to know whether it was to be perman
ently charg-ed to the revenue in future, and if so, 
what it was for. 

The MINISTER FOR EAIL\VAYS sC~id he 
believed that :Mr. Herbert, when acting- as Com
ntissioner for Ra,ihvays, had been receiving a 
salary of £1,000 a year, and, under the Civil 
Service Act that entitled him to a retiring allow
ance of £G01. At the time he retired he had been 
only drawing a salary of £800 as Under Secretary 
for Railways, and, as the pension was calculated 
upon the rate of salary a rnan was receiving at 
the time of his retiring from the ser' ice, his 
pension was consequently lower tlu>n it would 
have been had he retired at a previous time, and 
so it had been arrang-er! by the previous Govern
ment that £95 should be from year to year placed 
on the Estimates to make good the full amount 
of his pension. 

Mr. GROOM: Why is it not in schedule B? 
The MINISTJm FOR R,'I.ILWAYS said it 

was not included in schedule B, bera,use there 
was no Act of Parliament which allowed that to 
Le done, and there was no other wny by which 
it could be included under schedule B. 

JVIr. SALKELD said that vote provided for 
the g-eneral establishment of the Commissioner 
for Railways up to the end of tile present 
financial year. A Bill had been passed through 
the House during- the present session, "nd when it 
became _law he suprJosed a change would take 
place wrth reg-ard to the office of the present 
commi&sioner. He wished to ask the J\Iinister 
for Hailways if an Under Secret'"-yfor Hail ways 
would be appointed ? There wonlcl still be a 
JYiinister for Railways, and he wished to know 
whether there would be tl.n Ullller Secretary 
appointed. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
that the department would be umler the manage
ment of the commissioners for ntilways, and he 
could not say at present whether ·an 1Jndcr 
Secretary for Rail ways would be appointed or 
not-that was a matter for consideration. 

Mr. MORGAN said he would like to ask the 
Minister for Railways if it were a fact that, in 
issuing tourists' tickets on the southern line from 
~lueensland to the Southern colonies, the same 
fare was charged to go from Brisbane to Sydney, 
JYlelbourne, or Adelaide, as from vVarwick Ol' 

Toowoornba, or rtny of those station'" near the 
border? \Vas it a fact that a person woceeding 
South from \Varwiek or Toowoomba had to pay 
at the same price for his ticket as a man lJrocecd-
ing- from Brisb,.ne? · 

The l\UNISTEH FOlt I~AILW .. \YS said 
that they had an arrangement with New South 
Wales by which they carried people from 

Brisbane and any intermediate stations to Sydney. 
In most cases it was better for a man to take a 
ticket from Brisbane to Sydney tlmn to pay his 
fare from Toowoomba or \Varwick to Wallan
garrn, and then tah:e a ticket fron1 \V a,1ln,ngarra 
to Sydney, itS in the latter case he would have to 
pay the full rates, while from Bri~bt>Ile he could 
travel at tourist's rates. He did not know 
whether the original arrallgernent had been 
departed from recently or not, but there had 
been some correspondence on the subject. The 
original r,rrangenwnt vva:1 only for going from 
one capital to another. 

Mr. MOHUAN said he knew that frequently 
people unting to go o' edand a~-Jked hirn to bring 
their money down to Brisbane, buy their tickets 
in Brisbane, and forward them to \Varwick. 
The return fare from \Varwick to Melbourne 
was £12, and that was the same fare as was 
chargied from Brisbane to l'vlelbour.ne, although 
in the latter case 382 mile,, extra would be 
travollecl more tlmn in the former. He wished 
to know why a man who nnly used GO or 70 miles 
Of the Qneen:;lnnd railways, should pay the same 
amount as a man who travelled over ttbout 400 
miles. l\o doubt an arrangement had been 
come to with the other colonies which allowed 
that, but he thoug-ht some system dwuld be 
introcluced by which trav·ellers from intermediate 
stations should be allowed a rebate. lt was 
only fair to people residing near the border, that 
they ohould not have to pay as much as people 
living in JJrbbane. 

The l\IIKISTER :FOR 1~_\ILWAYS said he 
found the statemeat was quite correct, and that 
the department here was in corresponden•;e with 
New l:iouth \Vales to get the arrangement the 
hon. memLer ]Jroposed, but as yet they had not 
~ettled the matter. 

Mr. UNMACK said he was by no means 
satisfied with the answer of the Minister for 
Railwavs in reference to the sum of £95-
additioiral allowance to Mr. Herbert. It 
appeared to him tlmt there was a very impor
tant principle involved in that. That g-entle
man was entiG!ed to a certain retiring allow
ance under the Civil Service 1\ct, or smne 
other Act, which appeared in schedule B; and, 
to place an additional sum U]JOn the Estimates 
such as that, opened the wa.y to a very grave 
cp1estiou, and to corrupt practices. He was 
perfectly aware that the present J\1inistry were 
only following- out the lines laid down by their 
predeces&ors; but, at the same time, he thought 
they should have some further explanation of 
how such a thing as that. could arise, and, 
ful'thennore, \V hether sin1ilar allovvances 'vere 
n1a<ie tu other gtntlenwn ·who \vere also in 
recei1Jt of pen,siuns under schedule B. He noticed 
the leader of the Opposition wets now in his place, 
and P''"sibly he would be able to g-ive the Com
mittee some fmthcr liglrt upon the sulJject. He 
f"ipresoed hb tirm belief that such a system was 
OJJ8ll to gru.ve abuses and evil1Jractices. 

The J\liNISTl~R :FOI-t RAILWAYS said he 
Wtb surprit~ed at the hon. member. He seemed 
to think it was the correct thing for a Govern
ment to repudiate the actions of its predecessors. 
It wns the action of the late Government that he 
was bhuuing. 

Mr. UN.MACK said he ro.,e to a point of 
order. He had said nothing- of the sort. He 
had distinctly stated that he did not blame the 
pre,;ent Government, as they had only followed 
in the lines laid down by their predecessors, but 
that he desired some further information upon 
the subject, and that, as the leader of the Oppo
sition was in his place, he could, no doubt, 
explain it. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFHITH 'laid :Mr. 
Herbert had been receiving a salary of £1,000 a 
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year ior some time, and then he went away on 
leave. \V hen he came back the then ::\fini;;ter for 
Works, Mr. Miles, thought it de,;irahle that he 
should not longer hold the office of Commissioner 
for Railwrtys, so he was appointed Under Secre
tary for R:1ilways at a salary of £800 per annum. 
Then :ilir. Herbert desired to retire nnder the 
Civil Service Act, which entitled him to fl 

retiring allow:1nce based on the average of his 
last three years' sal11ry. Of course that average 
was brought below £1,000 a year. If he had 
retired when he was still Commissioner for 
Railways he would have received a larger allow
ance than he did :1t present, and it was plain 
that he was morally entitled to it. Leg<tlly 
entitled to it, he certainly was not ; but in order 
to do what seemed to be right he was tol<l that 
in order to make nv his retiring allowance to 
what it would have been if his salary had c,m
tinued at £1,000 a year, the necessai·y amount 
would be pl::iced upon the Estimate><, with the 
intention that the vote should be renew0d from 
ye_ar to year. Everybody thought that was a very 
fmr ~rrangernent. · 

l'vlr. SALKELD said, in reference to the 
matter of the through tickets to Sydney, com
plaints on the subject had been made by persons 
all along the line tlmt they could not ol>tain tickets 
without coming to Brisbane, and thev were not 
sure if they could get them at all. ''rhey were 
told they would have to )Jay the ordinary fare to 
'V allangarra, and then the ordinary bre from 
there to Sydney, which would cost a great deal 
more than a through ticket from Brislntne. The 
New South \Vales Government, he believed, 
would not consent to any through tickets, exce];t 
to or from Brisbane, and not intermediate 
stations ; but the Queensland Government 
avoided that by allowing tickets to be sent to 
persons to join the train where they liked. He 
understood the contention of the hon. member 
for Warwick to be that the Queensland Govern
nwnt, by an arrangernent with the N 8\\ South 
Wales Govern1nent, received a certain <.tn1ount of 
the money paid for all through tickets, but 
many persons wished to join the train at 
intermediate stations, and why should they 
not be allowed a rebate of the ordinary fare 
between Brisbane and the place where they 
wished to join the train? There seemed to be a 
want of bnsines;; ability on the part of the N cw 
South \Vales anthorities, who would not make 
any arrangement in regard to tickets issued at 
intermediate stations. Perhaps there would be 
a better arrangement made when the new com
missioners were appointed. 

The MINISTER :FOH RAILWAYS said the 
New South \Vales Government would not ttgree 
to any ticket,; Leing issued from intermetliate 
stations, and if the Queensland Government 
issued tickets from Toowoomba or \Varwick they 
would be breaking faith with that GnYermnent. 
The system was only carried on on the umler
standing that certain rates were to be charged, 
and they were to receive so much of those rates 
and the Queensland Government the remainder. 
It was only on that understanding that the 
New South \Vales Government wonlrl admit 
through tickets at all There had been corres
pondence asking that Government to consent to 
the arrangement the hon. member had referred 
to, but they had not been able up to the pretient to 
do anything. They would still continue their 
endeavours in that direction, and perhaps, when 
the new nu:ttutgernent can1e into operation, they 
might be succes,ful. 

Mr. MORGAN said the New South \Vales 
Government appeared to be not only manag
ing their own lines bnt the Q,Lwimoland lines 
also, and were making a pretty nice "mull" of 
them in that matter. I was not so much the 

unfair charge levied upon people living at inter
Tnediate sta,tions :1s the inconvenience in getting 
ticket.~ at all to Sydney, 1\Iclbourne, or Adelaide. 
Any per oon living at an intermediate statio~ had 
to send a cheque for the amount of the trckot 
to the Commi.,,ioner for Railways, or the station
master at Brisbane, and if he did that and forgot 
to add the exchange, it would )Jrobably be sent 
back with an intimation to send another Gel., 
but the ticket would nut be sent. Gold could 
only bP sent by a special messenger; and if notes 
were sent, the P.ystmaster-General would pro
bably impound them, and say the envelope was 
not open at the ends, and a surcharge of ls. Gd. 
extra postage would have to be paid. All sorts 
of rlifficulties and delays arose, and there was 
no knowing when the ticket might be received. 
He wnuld suggest that the Minister for 
Railways should issue instructions to station
nmsters at intermediate stations, that they 
should telegraph to the head oH\ce and secure 
tickets for people who wished to join the tmin at 
such stations. Surely the hon. gentleman did not 
expect people to travel to Brisbane to secure 
tickets ; and if the little convenience he had sug
gested were granted, it would be a great relief to 
people who wished to make use of the railway. 
He certainly hoped the hon. gentleman would 
pn"'" the matter with the New South \Vales 
Government, and endeavour to have the present 
unsatisfactory anangement altered with as little 
delay as possible, The New South \Vale,; Gov· 
erm;rent should not be allowed to interfere to 
such an extent with the (tneensland railway as 
they had done. If through tourists' tickets 
conld not be obtained on more favourable terms, 
the arrangement might just as well be done away 
with so far as people outside Brisbane were con
cerned. 

Mr. \V AT SON said a matter had come before 
him in reference to a passenger who came from 
Sydney to Bri"hane and had taken a return 
ticket ; but the Queensland Government refused 
to take him back, simply because, being a 
cripple, he had caused some little detention ~n the 
line ; and they refused also to refund the pnce of 
his ticket. 

The MINISTER :FOR RAILWAYS said 
he could give the hon. member no information 
on the subject. 

Mr. M ORGAN said he wirihed to know if the 
Minister for Rail way>< would consider his pro· 
position in rerrard to issuing instructions to station~ 
masters at st~ch places as 'Toowoomba, Warwick, 
and Dalby, and the principal intermedia.tP. 
static.ns, authorising them to telegmph to Bns
bann for tourists' tickets required by people at 
such pbces. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said if the 
hon. 1nen1ber wu-~ going to bring up the subject 
at all he had not gone far enough. A person ~n 
'roowootnba 1night \Vant a ticket for a certain 
day ancl it might not have anivcd. The tickets 
would have to be sont so many hours before the 
startin~ of the train. Of coume, it might be 
arran<T~d that a certain number of tickets rrlight 
be se;t from Brisbane to different stations on 
the line, hut there would be no reduction in 
the 1·ates or there would be a loss of revenue. 
'l'hen th~re was the danger that if the privilege 
were extended to Ipswich,.'foowooml•a, \Varwick, 
and Dalby, the people at Laidley, Grandchester 
and other ]'laces might want it, instead of 
havin" to go to Toowoomba for tickets; and 
those ~vho got into the train at Henclon and Cam
booya might very well ask why they ~hould _no~ 
lmve the opportunity of [(etting therr tounsts 
tickets there. There were all those difficulties to 
consider. He hoped tha~ when there .w.ere com
missioners at both ends, mstead of .i\'Imrsters, to 
deal with those m::~tters, the traffic arrangements 
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would be better than they were now ; but he 
could see difficulties in the way of the suggestion 
of the hon. member for \Varwick, thoug-h at the 
bottom of it there was sound common sense. 

Mr. MORGAN said that if tourists' tickets 
were issued to the station-masters at the stations 
he had named, a man living at Hcndon would 
go to \V arwick and get his ticket there am! a 
nmn living at High fields would get hi; ticket 
at Toownomba. The objection to the present 
arrangement was that people must get their 
tickets either ut Brisb[lne or atj;he border; and 
at the border they hart to deul with un entirely 
drfferent set of officrals, whose ways they did not 
understand. He was not mising the question as 
to the difference in the fares according to the 
distance tra veiled-he was ghtd to hear that the 
Minister was going· to do what he could to 
remove that difficulty-and he could not see 
much force in the objection raised by the 
Colonial Secretary. 

Mr. FOXTON said he could not see why a 
reduction should not be made in the fares of 
passengers who travelled a very much shorter 
dist~nce over the Qneensland lines, than those 
who went from Brisbane to Sydney and back. 
Of course, the department would lose something, 
but, on the other hand, the department did not 
give value for the whole of the money received 
at the present time ; and he could riot regard 
that as a loss in the true sense of the word. He 
failed to see why it should be neceR,sary to con
sult Sydney before making a rebate with respect 
to Queensland lines. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Because 
we should lose revenue. 

Mr. :FOXTON said the department wonld 
only lose re':enue to the extent of the payment 
for work whrch was not performed; and he failed 
to see why a man travelling from Stanthorpe to 
the border, on his way to Sydney, should pay 
the S[lme fare as a man who travelled from Bris
bane to the border on his wtty to Sydney. He 
thought an allowance should be made to people 
who took tourists' tickets from any shtion in 
Queensland to Sydney and back, the rebate or 
reduction being proportionate to the mileage of 
Queenslanrl railwu,y between Brisbane and 
Sydney not travelled over by them. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he thought the item of 
£95, additional retiring allowance to the late 
Commissioner for Railways, rer[uired some 
further elucid<ttion. He believed that there was 
a considerable amount of friction between :Mr. 
Rerbert and the late Gov.,rnment, and that he 
received twelve months' leave of absence, on 
full pay, to get clear of him, and the Gov
e~·nment did not know how to get rid of 
hun when he returned. First one office was 
found for him, and then another, and finally he 
retired on a pension. \Vhen a man got a pension 
of £50G a year, and then wanted it increased by 
£95, he thought it was time for the Committee 
to deal with the question. And it ought 
to be dealt with now, because, if it were 
allowed to remain on the Estim<ttes, it would 
be a bone of contention year after year. If 
the hon. member for 'Ioowong moved the omis
sion of the item, he would support the h,m, 
member, as a protest against increasin" the 
bnrd.ens of the t<tx payers by paying- sucl/'large 
pen'!ons to men who were well paid while in the 
senice of the GoYernment. The time had come 
when those matters shoulrl. be dealt with vigour
ously, because men who were in the receipt of 
large salaries for many years ought t'J be able to 
retire upon their savings, 

Mr. MORGAN said he did not know whether 
the Minbter for Railwttys thought there was 
an insupemble difficulty in the way of issuing 

tourists' tickets at Ipswich, Toowoomb[l, \Var
wick, and Dalby, so that intending passengers for 
the Southern capitals might get tickets at those 
stations. He w<ts now leaving the establishment 
of a differential rate out of the question. 

The MINISTJm ]'OR IL4.IL WAYS said it 
would certainly be done ; in fact, the dqmrtment 
WC! e trying to do it 110\V, rrhe doruinant idea.. 
in n1aking the conces8iun to rail way vassengers 
between Brisbane and Sydney was to compete with 
the stl;arnboats. That was why the fare between 
Brisbane and Sydney was fixed at £3. At present, 
between Brisbane and vV tcllangana, the depart
ment lost Hs. ; tlmt was to say, they made each 
passenger " concession to the extent of 14s. 
Their l'Cvenue was 14s. less on each of those 
through tickets than what it would be if a nmn 
took a ticket for vVallangarra and went from 
there on to Sy<lney. \Vith regard to the passage 
from Wallangarm on to Sydney, they had, of 
course, no control over that. They might give 
concessions to persons going frorn any stn,tion 
between Bric;bane and \Vallangarm, but even 
then they could not expect to reduce the fare to 
£5, becm1se he thoug·ht the fare from vV <t!lan
garra to Sydney was over £·1. 

Mr. 1\IcMAS'l'ER said that with regard to the 
item of £U5 addition to J\Ir. Herbert's pension, the 
be'•,t plan wonld be for the GovernmenL to lega
lise it by passing a short Act for the purpose. If 
it had to come before the Committee year after 
year on the Estimates it would a! w<tys be a bone 
of contention, and some dny an amendment 
would be moved am! it would he struck off. If 
the man was entitled tu it it should be made 
legal. 

l\Ir. GLASSEY said that as there appeared to 
be nothing further to be said on that matter, and 
as the hon. member for Toowong did not feel 
justified in moving the omi;,,;ion of the £!15, he 
was strongly inclined to move it himself. 

Mr. ,JORDAN said he would call the atten
tion of the Committee to another matter. His 
constituents considered it high time the Com
mittee should ascertain whether the Government 
intended to ca.rry out the extension to Melbourne 
street. \Vhon reference was last made to the 
m[ltter he thought the Minister for }{ail ways had 
conveyed the impression that the matter was still 
under the considemtion of the Government, and 
he gatherell from the tone of the hon. gentlc
rnfln's voice that it vvaf:l under favourable con~ 
sicleration by the Government. It had been 
under consideration for a very long time ; it 
seemed impossible to bring forward any real 
arguments ag[tinst it, and there were many 
good reasons why it should be carried out. 
If th<tt extension was made, as he had 
often said before, it would enable persons 
traYelling on the whole of their southern system 
of mil way~, to come to nearly the centre of 
the city. It was well known that the people 
of South Brisb::me had been badlv served with 
their railway many years ago, and-that would b€ 
to them some measnre of reel n'ss. A part from 
that alto~jether, was it reasomtble that persons 
travelling on the southern lines shonld be put 
ont at the inconvenient r>bce that was now used 
for shipping· coal? That was a most inconvenient 
place of arrival for passengers frorn 8outhport, 
all the district of the Logan and Albert, and 
the Beaudec;ert ancl Cleveland linw,, It seemed 
reasonable that the people of South Brisbane 
should now haYe some attention paid to their 
wif'h to knuw whether the Governnwnt did or 
did not intend to carry out the extension to 
1\Ielbourne street. They'!md been led to surpose 
they did, not only from the manner and tone of 
the remarks of the Jlilinister for llail ways, but 
also from what had been said by the Premier in 
answer he thought, to tt deputation that waited 
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upon him with respect to an additional bridge. If 
he mistook not, the Premier had stated di.,tinctly 
that it was the intention of the Government t'o 
carry. out that extPnsion, and loft the impre,·sion 
that It would be done at once. There were good 
rev sons for doing the work-the 1noney vnL~ lying 
by f~r the_ purpose, and the people had been 
prom1scd It, over and ove~ again, and why 
~hould the Government he'ltate and !mug fire 
m the matter now? The Minister for ltailwttys 
he thought, should give some statement on th~ 
s~~ject that would satisfy the people of South 
L~ISbane. As. lo a br:idge above the present 
br1dge, and a lme earned over that in order to 
connect the Southern system with the Southern 
and Western and Central systems in North 
Brisbane, thC~t would be a useless and unneces
sary expense unsatisfactory to aJI parties. The 
lYielbourne street extenHion would bring the 
whole of the southern traffic close to the Victoritt 
Bridg-e, and sufliciently near the centre of the 
city for all purposes. He would like some infor
mation as to the intention of the Govurnment on 
the question. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
that if the hun. gentleman had been in his place 
at an earlier hour, he would have heard tbe ex
planation that had been given on the subject of 
the railway policy of the Government. He did 
not believe that was tt convenient time for goin~ 
into the matter; but the hon. member brought 
forward the l'tfelbourne street exten"ion in 
seaso': and out ~f seaoon. He (Mr. Nelson) had 
explamed that, m the course of a cby or two the 
Governn1ent would give the inforrnation ,{R to 
what they were going to do. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GlUFFI'rH: That is, as 
soon as you know. \Vhen you know you will 
kindly tell us. 

The MINISTER JWR HAIL WAYS said he 
did not understand the hon. member. He never 
said that. Tho:;8 were the hou. gentleman's 
word~, and they conveyed a meaning that was 
£allacwus. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GitiFlciTH: I do not 
think so. 

'l'he MIKISTEl1 FOR HAIL \V AYS said he 
knew it. How could the hon. gemleman know 
what he knew? 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRTFJ<TrH : He 
can form a faint idea of what yon do not know. 

The MINISTim FOE RAILWAYS :;aid 
the h<?n. gentlernnr;.'s l<?gic 1njght be good enough 
for h1mself, but 1t chd not f,JJlow that other 
people would accept it. He had told the hon. 
member for South Brisb1U1e all he could telJ·him 
on that occasion, and he hoped the hon. member 
would be contented with it, and wait patiently to 
get all the inform::ttion that was desirable. He 
did not think the consideration of the ]~stimates 
was the proper tiine to go into a, discus":ion on 
the question of the construction of local rail
ways. 

Mr. JORDAN Eaid he must apologise for not 
having been in his place earlier, but perh;,ps, as 
he could not get to the House until now, the hon. 
gentleman might kindly oblige him by repeating 
what he had told the Committee nboutthe railway 
policy of the Government. He understood tl!e 
hon. gentleman to say that had he (:\lr. ,Jordan) 
been in his place earlier he would have heard 
what the railway policy of the Government was. 
Did he misunde"tand the hon. gent!<cman? 

The MINISTER FOR RAIL \V AYS said he 
had told the Committee nothing with regard to 
the railway policy of the Government. ' 

Mr. GL.\SSEY said he wished to give the 
reason why he refrained from mGving the 
omission of the item £D5 for additional retiring 

allowance to Mr. A. 0. Hcrbert, late Under 
Secretary for Itailways. He did not like to he a 
party to repudiating an agreement made by the 
late Government with Mr. Herbert. But, had 
there not b~:.:en a distinct arrnnge1nent 1nacle by 
the late Government he would certainly muve 
its omii'sion. J-J e hoped that in future those 
pensions woulrl not cume up so thick and fast 
before that Committee as they seemed to have 
done hitherto. 

Question put and passed. 
SOU'l'HEHN AND WES'l'EltN l\AILWAY AND Bl\ANCHES. 

The J\HNIST.ER l<'Olt RAILWAYS moved 
that there be grantocl, for the year 1888-9, the sum 
of £299,1()5 for salaries, maintenance, and con
tingencies in connection with the Southern and 
vV estern Hail way and Branches. The same 
remarks applied to that vote that he had made 
in regard to the former vote. The salaries had 
been cut down tu the lowest point, too low in 
fact. \Vith regard to maintenance, there were 
sixty-four miles more this year than had to 
be provided for in the Estimates last year, 
or a total of 890·28 miles, and the rate of 
maintenance had been calculated at the rate for 
the last six months. The rate hitherto had been 
,n::J() ~''· lOci. per mile; but it would be found 
that the amount on that Estimate was :;lightly 
under that rate. \Vith respect to the previous 
itern--" Chief Engineer's Departrnent "-that 
was omitted from this. year's Estimate. That 
was clone in accordance with what the Govern
ment considere<l sound principle. The Chief 
J:ngineer had the whole of his time taken up 
with construction and not with maintenance, 
and hid salary lmd, therefore, been transferred 
to the loan Vl'te, as he lmd suggested should be 
done when sitting in Opposition. 

The Hoe<. Sm S. W. GRIJ!'I<'ITH said he 
could not agree at all with the hon. gentleman 
timt the whole of the salaries of the Chief 
Engineer's Department ought to be charged 
to loan. They were permanent officers, and, 
although they were principally engaged in the 
supervioion of the expenditure of loan money, he 
thought their salaries should come under the 
heading of permanent expenditure. The charg
ing of their salaries to loan vote was objectionable 
on principle. Those ot!.icers would have to be 
continued whether the railways were constructed 
by loan or not, and he certttinly thought the 
change which had been made.' was a step in the 
wrong direction. 

The Mil\'ISTER :FOR RAILWAYS said 
when they commenced making railways the 
engineers were always paid an allowance from 
loan, and their sabries appeared on the Esti
mate'< bec,tuse they had then to take charge 
of existing lines. He did not know what 
they were going to charge to loan if they 
did not charge thereto the salaries of engineers 
en1ployed in supervising loa,n expenditure. 
They uever had been paid from revenue, and 
he thought the whole staff should be paid 
from loan. If the engineer was paid from 
revenue they might just as well charge the 
salaries of the staff employed in construction to 
revenue. 

Mr. GROOM said he would ask the Minister 
for ltttilways whether he intended to utilise the 
workshop.< at 'roowoombafor repairing rolling
stock, or whether the same practice was to be 
continued as had been hitherto adopted? It had 
been the practice in the past, when an engine 
broke do\vn, or any rolling-stock was dan1:1ged, 
to bring it down the Main Itange to Ipswich for 
the purpme of effecting the necessary repairs. 
He thought it was really time that that practice 
was stopped, as there were workshops at 
Toowoomba where such repairs could be 
efficiently executed. 
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
he did not intend to make any great change 
in that matter, as it was clearly one which 
would come within the functions of the new 
comnusswners. He quite agreed with the 
remarks of the hon. member, and thought 
that when they had workshops sittmted on the 
top of the range, it was folly that locomotives 
should be dragged down to Ipswich for repairs. 
Of course it might happen occasionally that 
the repairs needed would be of such a nature 
that they could not be done at Toowoomb,t, but, 
as a general rule, he believed that the workshops 
there, if kept sufficiently manned, could do a 
great deal of the work that was now brought 
down to Ipswich. He would like to see that 
done. He believed it was the proper thing to 
do, but, at the some time, he was of opinion that 
it was a matter which should be left to the com
missioners, who would have a technical know
edge which he did not possess. 

Mr. GIWOM said he would suggest that the 
Government should adopt the plan of inviting 
tenders for repairs to eng·ines. There were two 
large foundries at Toowoomba, where young men 
were employed, and if tenders were ce~lled for 
repairf3 to eng·ines and rolling-stock it \Vonld give 
them an excelient opportunity to lem·n those 
branches of their trade. It had a! ways appeared 
to him a perfect waste of time and haulage 
power to drag locomotives, no matter where they 
were disabled, down to Ipswich for repairs, when 
they had the machinery and some excellent 
workmen on the top of the range. Those 
appliances ought to be utilised more than they 
were at the present time. There was a strong 
disposition to ignore country towns in such 
matters, and to concentrate all the work 
in Ipswich and Brisbane. He thoug·ht that 
was a mistaken policy, bPcause the more they 
drove work out into the interior of the country the 
more would they settle it. There was the fact 
that the necessary machinery was at Toowoomba, 
and why should it not be utilised? There were 
capable men there, and the climate was superior, 
so that men could work with more comfort tha,n 
they could in Ipswich. He certainly thought 
the time had now come when the colony had 
advanced to such a state that they should get 
out of the old groove of dragging every di,,,,bled 
locomotive, goods van, or vassenger car down to 
Ipswich, when there were renlly good mechanics 
at Toowoomba, and the work could be done 
there equally as well. He believed it would be 
cheaper to the colony to invite tenders for 
the work. The foundries there contributed 
largely to the revenue; each of them employed 
from sixty to seventy men, and he thought 
they deserved some encouragmnent at the hands 
of the Government in the way he had mentioned. 

The MINISTER I<' OR RAIL W _'\.. YS said 
he quit~ agreed with the hon. gentleman, and 
since he had been connected with the Railway 
Department the policy the hon. member advo
cated had been carried out so far as it could be 
clone. Tenders were now in;-ited for the con
struction of all rolling-stock, and a complete 
stop had been put to the construction of any new 
rolling-stock in any of the Government work
shops. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said he would ask what 
probability there was of the contractors for the 
construction of locomotives- :Messrs. Evans, 
Anderson, and Phelan-canying out their con
tract within the specified time ? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
the reports with regard to the construction of 
locomotives were sent in regularly. At first 
they were not as satisfactory as the Government 
could wish, but lately they had been of a more 
satisfactory character. There did not seem much 

probability of the locomotives being ready to meet 
the requirements of the various rail way systems, 
and he was sorry to find that they should probably 
require at least ten or a dozen locomotives in the 
rneantime to get along with on account of the in~ 
creased mileage of rail ways and not being able to 
wait for the locally-made engine.0. There was 
nothing in the reports to lead him to believe that 
there was anything of the nature of a failure in 
the construction of the locomotives here, but they 
were not being constructed quite as quickly as 
the Government would like. 

Mr. BUCKLANDsaid: Was it the intention of 
the department to order locomotives from Great 
Britctin or America in the meantime? 

The 1\IINIST.Im FOR R.\.IL WAYS said it 
was. The matter was now under consideration. 
Of course, if they were absolutely neces·,:try .to 
carry on the traffic, the department could not wmt. 
It was simply that the locomotives were required 
to carry on the traffic that the G overnrnent 
would have to send out of the colcmy for a few to 
meet present requirements. 

Mr. CO\VLEY said, with regard to the item 
of £2,500, was it intended for overtime for 
employcs, and if so, was the Sunday traffic 
rmnunerative ? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILW.'l..YS said 
the men employed on the railways wore only 
employ<.·d to work six days in the week. vVhen 
they worked on Sundays they were paid Sund<ty's 
pay. The traffic was becoming very remunera
tive. 

Mr. SA YKRS said: Were guards paid for extra 
Sunday work as well as other employes? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
of course the guards were paid as well as others. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said: Was it the intention of 
the de]J~trtment to run Sunday trains on the 
Logan line, South Coast Railway? 

The ML'USTER :FOR RAILWAYS said 
the matter had been recommended by the tmffic 
1nanager, but there were a good many sn1all 
alterations suggested, and it was not quite 
decided; but it was probable that trains would 
be rnn before long. 

Mr. IIIORGAN said: Were the working plans 
prepared fnr the deviation of the Killarney 
Junction with the main line, in order that trains 
might be run direct to Lhe station at Warwick 
instead of having to back in over the bridge? 

Tl18 MINISTER JTOR RAILWAYS: Yes. 
Mr. M ORGAN said: Did the Minister intend 

to proceed with the work? 
The JYIINIS'rEit :FOil RAILWAYS: Not at 

present. 
Mr. MORGAN said: Whatwasthecauseofthe 

delay ? The plans had, he was informed, been 
ready fo'r the past twelve months, and the 
necessity for the work had been admitted. 

The MINISTER FOR HAILW A YS said the 
fact of the m:ttter was that there were a good 
many impertant works in hand, and everything 
could not be done at once, but the matter would 
be dealt with as the traffic increased. There was 
no doubt that it was very awkward to work the 
traffic as the line was now constructed. It was a 
pity that the line had been constructed in that way, 
and he believed the proper way was to carry it 
out according to the plans that were now ready. 
The matter woulclreceive attention. 

Mr. POWERS said he would ask if it was the 
intention of the Government to allow the con
tractors for the locomotives an extension of time? 
The contractors who did not get the tenders could 
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not carry out the work in the specified time. Had 
any extension of time lJeon granted, or would the 
penalty for non-fulfilment of contract be enforced? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
no extension of time had been granted nor was 
he aware that the contractors had asked for any. 

Mr. AG NKW said he hoped, if the occasion 
arose, the contractors would be readily granted 
an extension of time. The two firms who had 
the contracts had to overcome the <>Teatest 
mech<enical engineering difficulties th~'lt had 
been undertaken in Brisbane. Every consirlera
tion should be shown to the contni'ctors when 
it was considered that, probably, a co'nsider
able loss would fall upon them. On that 
account he hoped the Government would give 
the ~ontractors every reasonable facility for 
carrymg out the contract, not only by an exten
~ion of time, but in every other reacon<eble way, 
m order that the nmnufacture of locomotives 
might be permanently established in the colony. 

Mr. G LASSEY s<eid he would direct attention 
to one very important matter-the extension of 
holidays to the lengthsmen on the Yarious linos 
of the colony. The hon. the Mini,;ter for Rail
:vays, he ~elie':ed, h_ad made some improvement 
m that d1rectwn "mce he took office ancl he 
thought employes of that chtss dese{ved very 
great consideration, because many of them wer'e 
away from the centres of population and the 
various comforts of civilised and social life. They 
often had to endure gre<et hardships. Unfor
tunately, too little considemtion was shown to 
those who worked with the heaviest tools, 
and who had to perform labour for the country 
at all seasons and under all circumstances. 
\Vhile those who were in high places and received 
very nn:ch bett.er salaries, and worked with very 
much lighter Implements, received, so far as 
holidays were concerned, far more consideration 
and he sincerely hoped that- he believed h~ 
:vas corr:ct in s<eying so--for the first time 
:n the h1story of the country, the Minister 
m charge of the department would adopt 
some measure thctt would be equitable as 
between man and man RO far as holidays were 
concerned. He believed the hon. gentle
man had made some imJwovements i'n that 
direction already, by enabling the lengths
men to get the four recognised national 
h?lidays allowed together, which was not pre
VIOusly the case ; and also by giving them tickets 
to travel along the various lines in the country. 
He should like to ask the hon. gentleman to 
kindly consider the necessity of going a little 
!urther, and granting those men fourteen holidays 
m mch year, as wns done with men under the 
Tmtfic Department. He would abo direct atten
tion to the ca:-<c of engine-drivers, firmnen, and 
cleaner~. The two former clas,es l1eld very 
responfnble and chtngerous po~itions and \Vere 
obliged to be out at all seasons of the year. 
Th~y were only allowed five holidays a year. He 
bel!eved he was correct in saying that they were 
allowed to travel free OYer the vcwious lines, but 
tlmt they got o;>ly second-class tickets, w bile 
those employed m the Traffic Department were 
granted firot-class tickets. \Vhy should that dis
tinction exist? His experience of life h;d shown 
him that there w,ts nothing that grated so much 
on a working 1nan, whether in the emplovment 
of the State or a primte firm-that n;Jthing 
caused so n1uch annoyance and irritation as 
the distinctions made between man and man. 
Therefore he hoped the :Minister would not only 
increa:<e the holidays of th<Jse men from five to 
fourteen, which was the number allowe<l in New 
South vVttles, Victorirt, ttnc!, he believed, South 
Australia, but that he would give first-cla,;s 
tickets tolengthsmen, engine-driven;;, firernen, and 
cleaner,.;, and allow their wives and families to 

travel with them during the holidays. Hon. mem
bers n1ight laugh, but if ho were propo.sing such a, 
thing for highly paid officers who recci ved £500, 
£GOO, or £1,000 a year, there would not be the 
slightest objection to it. 

Mr. SMYTH: There would, to wives and 
familie,. vVives of members of Parliament are 
not allowed to tmvel free. 

Mr. GL.ASS.EY said he believed some of them 
went free to the Melbourne Exhibition. He 
also wished to direct attent.ion to comphtints 
that they sometimes heard about the high 
freights charged for the carriage of produce along 
their lines. He held in his hand a way-bill show
ing that a farmer ttt Moggill had paid 5s. for the 
carriage of one ton of potatoes from Riverview 
to Bri,~bane, a distance of 18 miles. In addition 
to that he had to pay 3s. ferry dues, so that it 
cost him Ss. for the carriage of a bingle ton of 
potatoes to Brisbane. He should like to know 
if it was not possible to ch<erge lower freights for 
the carriage of farm produce? One uf the most 
prominent elements in settling people on the 
soil was cheap railway freights. The present 
Government had already made a considerable 
step in that direction, and he hoped they would 
carry it still further. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS &.,id he 
was obliged to the hon. member for the way he 
had pleaded the c<euse of the men employed in 
the Railway Department. He knev very well 
that he (Mr. Nelson) had taken their case into 
consideration as favourably as he could up to the 
present, and he could only promise that he 
should continue to do so so long as he had charge 
of them, which was not likely to be very long
not that he wished to sever his connection with 
them, but because he thought they would be very 
much better managed by connnis,ioners who 
would really know what their ref]uirernents were. 
vVith regard to the other matter, he was afraid he 
could not deal with it. The Commissioner for 
]{ail way~ was obliged to n1ake a rninin1um rate ; 
that was to s:ty, there must be a charge fixed 
below which it would not be worth while to 
collect a mte at all. It was much the same with 
traffic mtes as with divisional board rates-there 
must be a certain rate below which thev could 
not go. Some cases had come under his observa
tion before the minimum rate was adopted, in 
which, when they came to calculate the amount 
of haulage involved, and the expense in handling 
the goods and shunting, the charge was abso
lutely absurd. It was, therefore, necessary to 
have a minimum rate, unless they were to 
actually carry goods for nothing. 

Mr. SALK.ELD said one matter which con
siderably affected the item for maintenance was 
this : He knew numerouR cases-no doubt the 
:Minister for Railwayo would remember some of 
them- where buildings erected at roadside 
stations had been found so very inconvenient 
that alterations had had to be made at consider
able expense. If they had to spend £300 or £500 
in eo,ch case of that kind, it would soon run into 
a very large sum. In a large number of instances 
there was great want of foresight, not only in 
selecting station sites, but also in the arrange
ments of the "tation buildings. There was also 
a great de::tl of inctJnvenience in connection with 
what were called "block sidings," in which the 
only way to get i·n and out w<es by the same line. 
It was an objectionable and dangerous thing, 
besides wasting a lot of time. \Vhile travelling 
on the Northern Railway he did not see a single 
case where a siding ter1ninated against two ~top 
blocks; they all ran right throug;h, with points 
at both ends. That was very desirable. Two or 
three sessions ago he took the trouble to take out 
the relative cost of maintenance of permanent way, 
locomotive department, and traffic dep<trtrnent 
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on the Queensland, Victoria, New South vV ales, 
and New Zealand I-tailways, and he found 
that in Queensland the cost of maintenance 
wtts very much larger in proportion to the total 
cost than in any of the other colonies, with 
the exception, he believed, of South Australia. 
'rhat was a very important matter. The 
House had very little control over the expen
diture in connection with engineering works ; 
in many cases it was almost impossible to 
do so, and it increased the necessity for 
Ministerial control. But Ministerial control of 
late, in connection with the construction of rail
ways, had not been nearly so effective as it ought 
to have been. Large sums of money had been 
absolutely wasted, by the wrong route being 
chosen in the first instance, which necessitated 
costly deviations. There was one, in particular, 
on theN orthern !-tail way, near Charters Towers. 
He had gone over both routes, and even from the 
carriage window he could not help wondering 
why the right route, which was within a very 
short distance of the wrong one, wr~s not selected 
before they went to the expense of constructing 
the original line. In his own electorate there 
were tt number of railway stations which would 
have to be altered. Those duties would, he 
supposed, devnlve upon the commissioners, and 
their attention ought specially to be directed to 
the exce,sive relative cost of the maintenance 
branch in comparison with the traffic and loco
motive departments. 

Mr. SMYTH said one thing that struck a 
mining rnember, condng to the Brisbane railway 
station, was the barbarous system in which coal 
and metals were dealt with. The same system 
was formerly followed at Charters Towers and 
Gym pie, tut now, at those plr~ces, the quartz 
was put into shoots, and passed into the drays 
with as little handling as possible; with the 
result that carting cost Gel. r1 ton less than it did 
before. The same alteration of system, and the 
same saving per ton, might easily be effected at 
Brisbane. 

Mr. GLASSEY said that under the present 
regulations, station-rnasterH \Vere bound to renu\,in 
at their stations during the whole of the year, 
except by leave from the department_ Even sup
posing they had a relief at some time of the day, 
they must not leave their homes, except by special 
permission from the department, or they must 
sneak away as best they could ; and if they 
should leave their stations, and any mishap 
occurred during their ttbsence, they were held re
sponsible for it. Some alteration was required in 
that regulation. In his opinion, when station
mastero were relieved in consequence of overwork, 
the persons supposed torelievethemshould befnlly 
con1petent to take charge of the stations during 
their absence; if they were not they should not be 
employed. If they were so employed so soon as 
the station-mr~ster was relieved of his duty he 
should be at liberty to use his own time at his own 
pleasure, and not be held responsible for any
thing happening during his absence. He hoped 
the regulation would be so altered that men 
would not be tied down to their stations from the 
1st J·anuary to the last day of December, except 
by leave in the way he had described. No firm 
in the world would ask their employes to be tied 
up after they had done their daily work. It was 
simply sbvery. 

::.VIr. B"UCKLAKD said he would ask the 
Minister for !-tail ways a question which was put 
every session~nainely, what were the returns of 
the eamings of the Sa.,ndgr~te Tiail way'? Up to 
the present time no sr~tiofttctory answer had been 
given to that C(Uestion-that was to s<>y, that the 
exact Ntrnings, a.s apart from the Southern and 
\V estern !-tail way, had never been given. He 
thought it only fair tlmt with regard to lines 

which had been constructed in the suburbs of the 
city the Committee r~nd the country generally 
shm;ld know how those lines were paying. 
vVhen they were tacked on to the Southern ~ml 
·western !-tail way and its branches it was m1-
possible that the country could know the exa9t 
earnings of those suburban lines. One of Ius 
re:1sons for asking for those returns was tha.t 
he was anxious to know how the suburban lines 
were paying, because he was in f>tvour of extend
ing the pTinciple of constructing suburban li1~es, 
as he believed that they were the best paymg 
lines in the colony. He hoped the Minister for 
!-tail ways would be able to give him the infor
mation asked for. 

The MINISTER FOr-t ItAILWAYS said 
that if the hon. member were to carefully peruse 
the Commissioner's report, which was furnished 
annually, he would get the_ inf'!rmation he 
required. They could not lmng rt up to the 
exact dr~tc, but if the hon. gentleman looked at 
page 13 of the report, he would find the two 
years lSSG and lSt)'P, c;ompared with each othe_r. 
In 1880 the gross earmngs were £24,100, and m 
1887 £24, 206-a very small increase. In 188li 
the expenses were £L5,0i<O, and in 1887 £15,677. 
The net earnings in 188G were £9,070, and m 
1887 £8 52\J and in lSSfi the cr~pital expended 
upon th~ !in'e was £1fi7,2\l4, while in 1887 it hr~d 
increased to £1G\l,22G. The percentage of net 
earnings to capital in lSSG amounted to 5 '422 
per cent., and in 1887 it bad dropped a little, and 
amounted to 5'040, The percentage of expenses 
to e:unings in 18SG was 62'37 per cent., and in 
1887 ()4·77 per cent. He thought that supphed 
all the information required. 

Mr. PL UNKETT m1id he rose for the purpose 
of asking the Minister for !-tail ways to hurry on 
the completion of the line to Southport. He 
hoped the hon. gentleman would do his best to 
get the line finished before the hot weather began 
in December. 

The MINISTER FOR !-tAIL WAYS 8:tid 
that the line was being pushed on with the 
greatest possible expedition. It wn.s expected 
that better progress would be made in future, as 
the rails were laid over the Albert and Coomem 
I-tivers. The line would be opened to South port 
about the middle of December. 

Question put and passed. 

MAl\YBOROcGH AND GYMPIE UA!L\\'AY. 

The MINISTER FOr-t HAlLWAYS moved 
that £72,316 be gmnted for the Maryborough 
and Gympie I-tailway-Maintenance Depart
ment, Traffic Depttrtment and Subdivision, Loco
motive Department and Subdivision, and Stores 
Department. On that line there w~ts an addi
tional length of 30 miles since the last Estimates 
were passed, the total length ttt pre,;ent open 
being 1G3 miles. The cost of maintenr~nce w~s. a 
little less than the Southern and Western hml
way, and amount~d to £127 per mi)e. There 
were no increases m the way of salr~nes, except 
such as were necessitated by the increr~sed mile
age. 

Mr. TOZ};It said there wr~s one matter in 
connection with the railway thr~t he desired to 
brino- under the notice of the Committee, and 
tlmt" was in relation to the Diclmbram bridge. 
He had asked the Minister for I-tailways a 
question on the subject a few days previously, and 
whichever way the answer was given, it sho:ved 
a state of affairs that must be at once remed1ed, 
whether it was the duty of the Divisional 
lloard to remedy it, or that of the Commis
sioner for Hailways, he could not form any 
judo-ment ; but it was the duty of one or 
the bother. He would tell the Committee what 
had happened in connection with the bridge, 
and they would see that it was absolutely 
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n.ec:ssary to make ~ome provision for a voiding 
smnlar questwns m future. The Dickabram 
bridge was a very fine structnre, and had been 
completed about two years. The extra outlay 
i~c~1rred in connection with the bridge by pro
ndmg for road traffic amounted to about£7,000or 
£8,000, and that amount had boon absolutely lost to 
the colony for about two yea,rs, 'md was likely to 
be los~ for the next twenty year;, unless the 
Comm1ttee expres<ed an opinion as to how that 
state of things was to be remedied. He thouuht 
the .difficulty all originatecl in a misapr~re· 
henswn, and that the Local Authority, Rail
way Dermrtment, and the vVorks Depart
ment, if they once came tog·ether, would at 
once see how the mbtake arose. The chair
man of the Tiaro Board had written a short 
n<>te to the TVide Bay lYe"·"', and what that 
gentleman said completely showed that the 
llo<trd had an answer to the Commissioner for 
Railways in the nmtter. The letter was as 
followed:-

"As the Press have commented npon the abovc"

The answer he received from the Minister for 
Uailways-

" I wonld asl..: you to ini-•3rt the followin~ explan::ttion: 
The first ron/i approach to the bridge in (}nrstion lJcing 
about ouc and a-half miles of rand, parallel to and outside 
ofthefeneDthrongh ::\'lr .. Ten kin's property ,was com:plct.ed 
in March last rig-ht uv to tl1e railway fence adjoining 
~he briclge, and within <1 couple of chains of the bridge 
Itself. Ou the other side of the river (throngh ::ur. 
Hutehin's property) the land, bcin::; CY-;jll and uot requir
ing any preparatiOn for traffic, is read) at a moment's 
notice to bear vehicular tralfic to the bridge as soon as 
the actual bridge a.pproachcs 1-rjthin the railway fence 
are completed-a work whkh wonldiwrhaps involve one 
and a· hall' chain of 'bauk' on ciLller side of tile river. 
Surely it canuot be snspcctcU tlwt a cli vi.sional board sha.ll 
complete works of any kind within a railway resumption 
fence? And yet this is the latest phase of thi"' much
delayed work. 'l'he Commissioner for Jtailways 1-.iuce 
the question \Vas put in the House) writes to my board 
to the effect that the department' does not consider that 
it should be culled upon to incur any further exvonse 
with regard to this work.' 

".J.fy board has had a long antl tedious argument 
with the uevartments concc:rned rcla,tivc to com
pensations for road resumptions, etc., in connection 
With this bridge, and ha Ye so far saYed the ratepayerS 
money being cxrJCnd~. d upon works, etc., which '~'Jrc 
within the legitimate proYinec of the GoYernment. and 
are ~till of oph1ion that' the of!:'wiaJs whose proper 
duty tt is' to open the bridge for road trrd1ie, by eOin
pleting the actual approaehcs to the bridge (witllin the 
rnilway fcncc1, arc the ... \lilu:stor for ltaihvays anU his 
department." 

The whole thing arose from a misunderstandin« 
and the n1isu1;cler~tanding v.n1s a very stupid 
one. He found in the "Votec; and Proceedings" 
that in 1883 the C]uestion of making additions to 
the bridge waF< first mooted. Several propositions 
were submitted by Mr. Stanley, the Chief 
Engineer of the department, and the plan tlmt was 
ttccepted wa' to constrnct the whole bridge as for 
a dou~J~e line of r~ils; but, in the fir,,t place, 
to util1se the wrdth beyoncl th<tt required 
for a single line of rails for the purpose 
?f road traffic. It \·vas a gro,ving district, and 
lt could not be very long before a double line of 
mils would be required; but, in the meantime 
the extra width uf bridge was to be used fo; 
road traffic. He also found that the probability 
was that l\1r. Stanley w<ts not made aware of the 
fact w hi eh induced the Government to make that 
concession, bec<~use he said, three years after 
the intention of the Government was m<tde 
known:-

"The action of the divisional board is ccrt.;liilly moRt 
tuu·ensonable in not making tlwsc approacliO::;, for, 
although I am uot a\YtLt'C of what led to the eon:-;t.rnc
tion of the bridge as suihLblc for eomhincU road and 
railway traflie, I vrmmmc action in this tlircction wa-s 
origimLlly taken in conse(lllCncc of the representation 
of local authorities." 

That plainly showed that Mr. Stanley was not 
aware that the circumst>tnces which led to the 
Government making the alteration were the 
pressure by local authorities, in consequence of 
the sudden washing awav of the railway bridge 
somewhere lower down' the river. 'l.'ho local 
authorities asked for assietance in putting up 
another bridge, and the answer of the Railway 
Department was: "Vve will make a railway 
bridg·e snitable for our own convenience, and we 
will also allow you to utilise it until we require 
it." Then came the question: There was the 
bridge, and who was to finish it? It occurred to 
him, that as the whole of the land on both sides 
W<ts originally freehold land, and was then vested 
in the Commissioner for Railways, the divisional 
board had a fair answer, when they said: "vVe 
cannot go within that freehold land and con
struct these appr<,aches." Perhaps the Com
mittee did not know the state of the case, but it 
<tppeared to him tlmt the [{ail way Department 
should not allow anybody Gut their own officers to 
make the approach. After croesing the river the 
road would have to crosstherailway, and he appre
hended that the Railway Department would see 
that the trafiic, so far as the rail way was con
cerned, was made safe. The residents of the dis
trict had sent in four or ti ve petitions, and there 
were about sixteen pages of correspondence on 
the matter in " Votes and Proceedings." '!.'hat 
had been going on for three years. It was no use 
telling the divisional bo<trd to do the work, 
because the great majority of the residents were 
at the other <end. of the division; but something 
muFt be done to utilise a bridge on w hi eh 
the country had expended so much money. 
It was just to say that the whole of the inaction 
connected with the bridge took place during the 
tenure of office of the last Government, and he 
did not think the vre,ent Minister for Railways 
h<td had time to inquire int.o the facts; but he 
trusted that now the facts were laid before him 
one of the finest railway bridges in the colony, 
which had rerrminecl unopen for two years, wonlcl 
lJe made available for traffic, and steps would 
be taken to prevent a recurrence of such a state 
of affairs in futme. 

The MINISTlm :FOR RAILWAYS said that 
to some extent he h<td inquired into the circum· 
stances of the case, ancl he really did not think 
they were very creditable to the local authorities, 
notwithstanding the defence made by the hon. 
member. It was wonderful how very particular 
boards were with rAgard to spending any money 
outside their divisions; but they never had the 
slighte,tcompunction in calling upon the Ihilway 
Department to spend money on their roads, and 
assist them in a thou,mld other ways. The 
department had no right, in his opinion, to build 
traffic bridges, and he would never consent to 
money voted for r<tilway purposes being devoted 
to any such purpose. If the board were so very 
particuhtr about going on land belonging to the 
Rail way Department, he wonld lease the piece of 
le.nd required for the road, and they could then 
g·et over their conscientious scruples about access 
to the bridge, make the approaches, and keep 
them in repair so long as the whole of the 
bridge w<ts not required by the Railway Depart
ment. He thought the fact of the matter was, 
that the lnc<tl authority did not want to spend 
the money. 

Mr. STEP HENS said he was surprised to hear 
what the Minister for Hailways had said with 
regard to bridges in which lomil authorities were 
interested. In South Brisbane the Hailway 
Depttrtment had made a bridge, and the local 
authority was trying to get them to raise it. Did 
the remarks of the hon. member apply to that 
case? 
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
that that was an entirely different matter. In the 
other case, the Rail way Department har! spent 
£7,000 or £i:l,OOO on a bridge across a river for the 
benefit of the local authorities when they had 
no occao<ion to do so, and he considered that it was 
an improper use to make of money voted for 
rail wa,y purposes. The local authorities were 
offered tbe u.qe of one side of the brido-e if they 
chose to spencl a little money in m~ldng the 
approaches, but they had been two years in 
thinking over it. 

Mr. POvVERS said he wished to know where 
the money came from for building stations or 
sidings on the different lines of r~ilway ? He 
referred particularly to the vVide Bay and 
Burnett district. · 

The lVriNISTER FOll RAILWAYS said 
that all new sidings and station buildings were 
charged to loan. A railway when it was built 
and originally taken over was never considered 
as finished, and every year there was a certain 
amount of capital expended on all lines. \Vhen 
a line was first constructed the chief engineer 
put up such buildings as were absolutely rwees
sary, and others were put up as the traffic 
developed. "With reg.crd to the repair,, painting, 
and renewals, they were included in the vote. 

Mr. POWERS said he was pleased to hear 
that the money came out of loan, because some 
people seemed to fancy that it came out of the 
vote for 1naintenance, seeing that vvhen applica
tions were Inade for necessary buildings there 
appeared to be a desire to keep down the expendi
ture on maintenance. In his district the people 
sometimes wanted small builc1ings erected and 
could not get them, and he thouo·ht the diffi
culty \Vas owing to the rnoney ha~ing to corne 
out of the vote for maintenance ; but if it came 
out of l0an there was less reason for objections 
for making additions as traffic developed. 
He would refer particularly to one instance, 
which would show the difficulty of getting 
what was ref}uired. At Abingdon, which was 
admitted to be the princival centre of the Isis 
district before the railway was taken there, the 
Gm'ernment sold a township, and because people 
believed the railway was going there the colony 
reali.sed a thon"and pounds oy the mle of land ; 
but, though the colony had the benefit of that 
thousand pounds, no station was erected at 
Abingdon, but only a bit of a place for a gate
keeper, and nn sheltAr for passengers or goods. 
He had tried to get a goods shed erected, and had 
been told that there were only one or two 
farmers there, and it was not a central pbce. 
But the fact was that the first school in the 
Isis Scrub w:ts erected at Abingdon, and 
the only post-office and only hotel in the 
district were erected there also. So that the 
people themselves believed that Abingdon was 
the most central place. He went to the depart
ment and pressed the claim. They said there 
were some sheets of iron to put over the goods as 
they came. He (Mr. Powers) asked why they 
should not be pnt on props? The department 
said they would have to pnt up sides in that case, 
and it would be a shed. He (Mr. Powers) 
s<tid that was just what they wanted. Though 
the Government received more revenue than 
would compensate them for putting up a shed, 
which would cost £20, they did not get such 
a revenue as they would if they put up a 
shed there, because people would not have their 
goods taken there until there was some shelter. 
There w>ts another matter on wbich he had had 
interviews with the Minister when he cmne 
down here two or three months ago. There was a 
place called 'rorbanlea, where the revenue 
received amounted to £4,000 a year, and yet he 
had had the greatest difficulty to induce the 

department to increase the scanty accommodation 
that had been provided there. If, as he under
stood, those matters were paid for out of loan he 
thought the :Minister should give more cunsidem
tion to the wants of the people in that district. 
The case of the Dicl.;:;tbmm bridge mentioned by 
the hon. member for \Vide Bay was an example of 
the neglect by the department of the wants of that 
district. So far '" the shed accommodation to 
which he had referred was concerned, he thought 
£50 or £GO would be sufficient. Although the 
revenue from the Torbanlea Station was £4,000 
a year, all the department paid there vias £58 to 
the station-master, who had no assistance and 
had to work from 8 o'clock in the morning until 
10 o'clock at night. He had to work from the 
time the first train went by in the morning until 
the last train at night, and he had then 
to make np his returns, and a knowledge 
of them might be gathered from an enumera
tion of the positiom he filled : He had charge 
of the station at £58 a year, the po;,t office at 
£12, telegmph office, £12, savings bttnk, £10, 
Isis Investment Company, and he was supplied 
with quarters and fuel valued at £20. He had, 
as he had said, pressed those thing·s upon the 
notice of the department before bringing them 
before the Committee. Something· had certainly 
been done to give more accommodation at 
Torbanleco, but some further consideration was 
necessary in the direction of providing n1ore 
accommodatioh on that line. He was not. going 
into the action of officials, or anything of that 
kind, as he recognieed those affairs would be 
attended to by the commissioners to be ap
pointed. He felt he had been perfectly justified 
in bringing those matters forward with a view to 
having them remedied. 

The ~HNISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he 
would make inquiries into the matters referred to 
by the hon. member, but he rose more particu
larly to say that the expenditure for tmnporary 
sheds could not be charged to loan. They only 
charged to loan anything that added to the value 
of the property and made it a better asset of the 
colony, such as large goods' sheds, and permanent 
buildings for the accommodation of the traffic on 
the lines. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he would ask the Minister 
for Railways if the dt"irability of erecting a suit
able railway station at :Maryborongh had been 
brought under his notice? 

The MINISTER l<'OR RAILWAYS said it 
had not. He had not seen the station there, but 
he hoped to see it shortly, and if it was not a 
suitable station for thttt large railwny ~ystem 
they would see if they could not improve upon 
it. 

:Mr. ANNEAR said he was aware that it 
was the hon. gentleman's intention to take 
a trip up North during the recess and look 
throug-h the different departments under his 
control, and he wished to bring under the hrm. 
member\ notice the inef}un.lity of the salaries 
paid to men doing similar work in different 
parts of the colony. In the Locomotive Depart
ment, for instance, he believed there was not 
a better man in the department than the foreman 
of the Locomotive Department at J'11aryoorongh, 
who got a salary of £2ii0 a year, and the rail way 
storekeeper and pay clerk there got only £180 a 
year. On the Central Railway, however, they 
found the locomotive foreman got £3!\0, and the 
storekeeper and pay clerk got £250. Again, on 
the Northern Railway, the locomotive fore· 
man got £350, or £100 a year more than the 
locomotive foreman of the \Vide Bav and Burnett 
district. He knew the salary coulrl"not be altered 
now, but he mentioned it so that when the hon. 
gentleman brought down his next Estimate those 
inequalities might be remedied. He might have 
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taken up two hours of the time of the Committee 
that afternoon by introducing a certain subject, but 
he had refrained from doing 80 as he knew it was 
the desire of hon. members to get through the 
session as quickly as possible. However, a few 
moments would be sufficient to bring the matter 
under the notice of the Minister, and that he pro
posed to do. The members of the late Parliament, 
and he believed a majonty of the members of the 
present P<trliament, were of the opinion that the 
work which could be done by the mechanics they 
had in the colony should be done here, and the 
House had decided to call for tenders for the 
construction of locomotives in Queensland. Those 
tenders were c:tlled for with a certain specifica
tion, which specified, amongst other things, 
all the portiJns of the machinery that should be 
imported from other countries and all the 
work that should be done here. He brought 
that matter up with the request that the 
Minister would inquire whether the state
ment he had to make was true or not, and 
if it wets true there had been a departure 
from the intention of Parliament in passing the 
resolution thttt tenders should be called for that 
work in the colony. Several mechanics had 
waited upon him, and he had received several 
letters on the subject, one of which he would 
read to the Committee. It was addressed to him
self, and read as follows :-

"DI';ATt SIR, 

"I take the liberty of addressing you on a subject 
which I think you will agree \Vith me wants looking 
into. I allude to the succe~sful tenderors for locomo
tives-namely, l\Iessrs. Evans, Anderson, and Phclan, 
and Springall and Frost-importing a lot of the material 
reltnired in a finished condition, leaving little or not,hing 
to be done here by Queensland mechanics bc:vond erec
tion. "Now, sir, I cannot at this moment. recall what the 
Government allowell the manufacturers to import; but 
wheels, axlc.l'1, springs, steel castings, and steel forgings 
in the rough were, I believe, the principaJ items, but 
you will prob!Lbly know that yonrsel!. I do not 
think it was ever intended that they should be allO\ved 
to import link 1notioms and other motions; and yet, sir, 
I am credibly informed tons of them have been seen 
on the wharf lately. These motions arc fitted, tnrned, 
and finished, and arc, I understand, directed to ::\'Iessrs. 
Evans, Andcrson, and Co. }icssrs. Springall and Frost 
have imported three sets of frames slotted, planed, 
drilled, and finished ready to go together, and what 
more they are importing or intend- to import; but 
I think you will agree with me that this is a great 
injustice not only to the Qneensl::tnd mechanic~. but 
to the unsuccessful tenderers-namely, .:\Iessrs. John 
"\:Valker and Co., and J. \V. Sutton and Co., and the rest, 
if there were any more. Sir, you Ymuld earn the tlmnks 
of hundreds of mechanics, both here and in 1\iary
borongh, in fact, all throngh the colony, if yon would 
imp1ire into this matter and get it thoroughly venti
lated. You can see that mn.nufacturing locomotives in 
that way is nothing but a farce. It u; simply erecting 
them, and I feel confident that the firms in question 
arc going outside the specifications. 

"Yours, etc., 
.. BF.XJA)lfN FOlt'l'HSCUE." 

That letter was not from any mechanic or any head 
of a firm manufacturing machinery in Mary
boroug-h, but was from a mechanic in Brisbane. 
He knew that the mechanics in the metropolis 
were up in arms about the affair. He did not 
wish to raise any discussion about it, but simply 
to point out that if what was stated in that letter 
wets true it was a great injustice to the unsuccessful 
tenderers, and to ask that some inquiry should 
be made by the Minister. In one case the price 
they were paying for the locomotives was 
lii per cent. more than they could get the engines 
for in the mother country. ·what was that 15 per 
cent. given for? It was that work might be 
afforded to mechanics in Queensland. But import
ing the parts finished was not finding work 
for them. Those contracts involved a large 
expenditure of money, and he contended that it 
was a misetppropriation of that money if the 
tenderers were allowed to go outside the specifi-

cation, and thereby injure the mechanics they 
had in the colony, who were fully competent to 
carry out that work. 

The MINISTER I<' OR RAILWAYS said 
with regard to the salaries to wnich reference 
had been made by the hon. member, he had 
already explained earlier in the evening that 
many employ<ls on the railways were not getting 
as much salary as they ought to do, and _that he 
would be very glad indeed when he conlclmcrease 
them. With respect to the difference in the amounts 
received by persons holding similar offices on 
the Maryborough and Gympie Railway, and on 
the Central Railway, he would point out that in 
the former case, there were only 163 miles of line 
to supervise, while in the Central district the 
lenuth of rail way was 425 miles. He thought 
that would account for the difference in the 
salaries. However, it was not proposed to make 
any alteration this year. By next ye!'r he hoped 
the finetnces of the colony would be m a better 
condition, and that there would be a good many 
improvements gmfted on the present system. 
"\Vith reference to the very important nm~ter ~o 
which the hon. member drew attentwn m 
the latter part of his speech, he did not 
think it was wise to attach ton mnch impor
tance to letters of the nature of the one read to 
the Cummittee. At the same time he might 
mention tlmt there was some truth in the state
ment. The whole work of constructing those 
locomotives was being carried out under the 
supervision of an inspector, and nothing could 
be done contrary to the conditions of the con
tract without its being immediately reported to 
headquarters. Some such reports as the one 
mentioned had been made, but the hon. member 
might rest perfectly assured that no departure 
from the connitions would be allowed. They 
might by accident be compelle<1. to allow some ~f 
the material already imported to be nsed, but 1f 
that was done the department would be sur@ to 
get a q1tid p1·o quo for it. 

Mr. TOZER setid he wished, if possible, to get 
a clearer and more definite answer from the 
Minister in reference to the matter he (Mr. 
Tozer) mentioned a minute or two ago. He did 
not intend to take up the time of the Committee 
with any discussion on the subject, but he would 
point out that it was not a mettterwhich could be 
releg·ated to the three new commissioners. It 
had been standing now for so long that he thought 
the suggestion he made might end it. There 
were at present engaged in farming, on the other 
side of the river, at least a hundred persons near 
to that bridge, and there was no bridge between 
Tiaro and Gym pie, a distance by river of about 120 
miles. Thoi'e men were, at this moment, debarred 
from crossing the river whenever there was a 
fresh. It was likely that in a month or two the 
river, as it did in ordinary seasons, would rise, 
and then those people would be desirous of 
utilising their farms. He was perfectly sure that 
the patriotism or good sense of the farmers 
would induce them, if allowed by the commis
sioner, to take down the railway fenre and make 
the approaches themselves, quite irrespective of 
the divisional board. He accepted the conclu
sion of the commi,;sioner that it was tl1P fault of 
the divisional bov,rd. He would like the Minister 
either to take some steps to compel the divisional 
board to do their duty, or allow the public to 
take the mo,tter into their own hands, and take 
down the fence and make the approaches to the 
bridge. 

Mr. LITTLE said he could thoroughly endorse 
the remarks of the hem. member who had just 
spoken. It was a case of very great injustice. 
He (Mr. Little) had not lived in the district for 
many years, but it w"s only about five months since 
he had visited it, and he could say that the work 
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would cost the Government very little. If the 
divisional boa,rd did not perform their duty, he 
considered that the Government should step in 
and compel them to do it, or do the work them
selYes. 

The MI!'\ISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he 
could not gh·e the hon. member the answer he 
desired. He thought it was a Yery scandalous 
strtte of rtffairs that that bridge should be such a 
length of time without being utilised ; but he 
could only promise that he would have some 
further correspondence with the board, in order 
to bring the matter to a crisis. He was per
fectly willing to act as fairly as he possibly 
could, so long as he was not diverting moneys 
appropriated for railways to purposes for which 
they were never intended. So long as he was 
satisfien on that point he would be glad to assist 
the re;;idents in the district to utilise the bridge, 
if the divisional board shirked their duty. 

Question put and passed. 

BUNDABERG AND MOUNT PERRY RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS moved 
thrtt there be granted for the service of the year 
1888-B, the sum of £14,450 for salaries and contin
gencies for the maintenance, traffic, locomotive, 
anrl stores departments of the Bundaberg and 
Mount Perry Railway. The items in that vote 
were nearly the same as last year. The lenp;th 
of line was GS)z miles, and the rate of main
tenance was very low, the lowest on any railway 
in the colony, the rate being £92 15s. per mile. 
There was also £100 extra for maintenance of 
permanent way. 

Question put and passed. 

CEXTRAI, RAILWAY. 

The .MI.NISTEU FOR RAILWAYS moved 
that there be granted for the service of the 
year 1888-9, a sum not exceeding £121,554 
for the Centml Railway. He did not think 
the vote required any comment. Hon. mem
bers would notice that the increase w'1s very 
small, and that there was an additional length of 
24 miles of line. The total mileage was now 
4715 miles and the cost of maintenance £135 per 
mile. 

Mr. MURPHY said he would like to know 
if it was the Minister's intention to fence in the 
Central line. Several serious accidents had 
nearly happened of late in consequence of trains 
running into mobs of cattle camped on the line, 
and it was nece8sary to have it fenced as soon as 
possible. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said it 
was intended to fence the line, but not all at 
once. The most dangerous portions would be 
fenced at " cost of £7,000 or £8,000, but as it 
would cost £21,000 to fence the entire line, thttt 
portion running over the ranges would not be 
dealt with at pre8ent. 

Mr. CROMBIE said he wished to draw the 
Minister's attention to the inconvenient time of 
the arrival of trains at Rockhampton. The 
train arrived on Friday afternoon with the mails, 
and the tender which went on to Keppell3ay to 
meet the mail stertmer left port very shortly after 
the arrival of the train, the consequence l1eing 
thrtt the mails were left behind until the follow
ing rruesday. He \Vould suggest that the train 
should leave earlier in the day, so that the mails 
could come in the same day. It would be a 
convenience to the people if the train left 
Barcaldine at 11 or 12 at night instead of 5 in the 
morning. It would thus arrive at Rockhampton 
earlier in the rlay, and people coming down could 
attend to their business, and return by the day 
train, He would also ask the Minister if he 

would put on sleeping cars. which would be 
much appreciated by the public, who would 
willingly pay the extra charge. 

Mr. PAUL said he had receiver! a copy of 
the locomotive foreman's report on the f[uestion 
of the retention of a smith and striker at Emerald, 
bv which it was seen that the actual charges 
a~rtinst 1nain)t;nance at tl:a.t pl):\ce wer~ -· fr~rn 
November, 181-;7, to .January, 1888, £14 lik .Jd. 
whilst the wrtges dmwn during that period were 
£G8. He wished to ask whether during that 
period the repairs to locorrwti ves and carriages 
were made in llockhampton instead of at 
Emerald. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he 
would make inquiries with reference to the ques
tion. He would aleo consider the desirableness 
of introducing sleeping cars on the Central line. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
thought they Bhould know the inten~ions of the 
Government with re"pect to the Central line. 
There were two proposed extensions of it-one to 
the east and one to the west. The <me to the west 
was contemplrtterl by the late Government, but 
now it appeared that the Minister for Railways 
had it in contemplation to extend the line to the 
eastward to Port Alnm. They shoulcl know what 
the intentions of the Government rertlly wore, if 
th0y had any intentions at all. Possibly the 
Minister for Railways did not know what the 
intentions of the Government were, and they 
could not expect him to tell them unless he knew. 
But if the Government had any intentions 
known to the .l\linister for Rail ways then the 
Committee were entitled to the information. 

The MINISTER l<'OR RAILWAYS said he 
did not think he 0ught to reply to that kind of 
question. It was evidently put with the inten
tion of irritrtting him. 

The Hmr. Sm S. \V. GRIFFITH: No. 
The iVII~ISTER FOR TIAILW A YS sairl 

the hon. gentleman's intention was to try and 
get him to make " slip. The hon. gentleman 
kept on chaffing him by saying that he did not 
know anything about the policy of the Govern
ment, and he was not going to tell the hem. 
gentleman what he did know. He was not 
going to be caught in that way. If the hon. 
g·entleman wanted to know what the intentions 
of the Government were with respect to the 
Central line, he might ~ay that they intended to 
go both east anrl webt. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said that 
announcement would be received with a gT0ilt 
amount of satisfaction by a certain number of 
people. It would be satisfactory to them to 
know that the Government intended to go from 
Rockhampton to Port Alma, and tlmt wn,s the 
firot statement that they really had with respect 
to the intentions of the Government. But thP 
statement would be received with a great deal 
of dissatisfaction by a very much larger number 
of people. 

Mr. MURPHY: No; it will not. 
The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 

thought it would certainly not please a great 
many people when they heard that the Govern
ment intended to take the railway down to the 
mud-hole in Port Alma. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said he 
thoug·ht the jocnlar tone a'lopted by the leader 
of the Opposition was met in the same jocular 
way by the Minister for Rrtilways. Of course, 
it was the intention of every Government to 
extend the railway from Rockhampton in both 
directions, but the intentions of the Government 
with respect to thrtt rail way would be disclosed 
to the House as soon as the Hon. Sir 'Thomas 
Mci!wraith was present, which he would be 
within two or three days. 
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The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said the 
hon. gentleman's speech was really very funny. 
The Minister for Railways told them that the 
intention of the Government was to extend the 
railway eastward-of course to Port Alma-and 
the Colonial Secretary then told them that that 
was only a joke. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I thought 
you were joking yourself. 

The HoN. Sm S. IV. G RIFFITH said he 
had asked a serious question, on a matter that 
was engaging a great deal of attention in the 
Central district, and the hon. gentleman told 
them that, the Government were going to make 
the railway to Port Alma. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : Not 
necessarily to Port Alma. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said then 
the Colonial Secretarv said that must not be 
taken seriously. Nmv. it was quite certain that 
one or other, or both of these hon. gentlemen, 
did not know what the policy of the Government 
was. If the Minister for Railways did not 
know, whv did he not srty so at once ; but it was 
rather to,) absurd for the ~Minister in charge of 
of a department to make a statement, and 
another Minister to say tlmt it was not to be 
taken seriously. 

'£be COLONIAL SECUETARY said if the 
hrm. gentleman had been in hi.-; place a little 
earlier in the afternoon--

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH : I was 
here. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. gentleman was not in his place when it was 
stated that the railway policy of the Government 
would be explained in a day or two by the 
Premier, Sir Thomas lVIcllwraith. He certainly 
thought the hon. gentleman was speaking in a 
joking way when he got up and asked the 
Minister for Railways the question he did, and 
under the circumstances he was of opinion that 
the answer he got was not inappropriate-that they 
were going to take the railway east and west, 
and probably they would take it north and 
south. 

The HoN. SIRS. W. GRIFFITH: They do 
not know anything at all about it. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am not 
so sure about that. 

Question put and passed. 

NOR1'HllR~ AND CARPll~TARIA DIVISION. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS, in 
moving £7 4,170, salaries and contingencind for 
the Northern and Carpentaria Division, ·said 
ths amount was very nearly the same as last 
year, there being a few increases that were 
necessitated by the increased traffic on the line. 
There were now 2GO miles of line, the cost of 
maintenance of which was £12115s. per mile. 

Mr. COIVLEY said he rose to ask a question 
similar in purport to that put by the hon. 
member for Barcoo-if tenders had been called for 
fencing in portions of the line in accorcln,nce with 
a petition sent in on the subject? 

The MINISTER FOR ItAJ.LW AYS said 
the petition had been received and approved of, 
tenders had been called for, and the work would 
be car-ried out. 

Mr. SA YERS asked if tenders had been called 
for repairs in connection with the N orthE·rn 
Railway, and if so, who was the lowest tcnclerer? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
such a thing had never entered into the brain of 
the Commissioner for Rail ways as to get repairs 
done by contract. 

Mr. SA YERS : Rolling-stock. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
there was no such case on record. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he saw £900 on that 
estimate as the salary of the Chief Engineer. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That 
is for last year. 

Mr. ANNEAR said, on turning to the loan 
vote, he found the salary of the Chief Engineer 
was put clown at £!)00, and allowances £500. "'Why 
not put down £1,400 at once ? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : It has 
always been put down in that way. 

Mr. AN NEAR said there was a promise made 
last session to alter it. It was very confusing to 
hon. memhers. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
the ,;alary the hon. gentleman referred to in the 
vote before the Committee was for last year. The 
whole balary and allowances of the Chief Engi
neer were now put down to loan, and would be 
dealt with when they came to the loan vote. 

Mr. SA YERS said he did not think he had 
made himself thoroughly understood by the 
Minister for Eailways. ~What he wished to 
know was whether tenders had been called for 
work in c~nnection with repair::; to locornotives 
and rolling-~tock nu the Northern Railway ? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
tenders were invited at one time for some cast
ings, which usually came under the designat~on 
of "storPs." They were used for replacmg 
worn-out portions of rolling-stock. The tenders 
were so high that none were accepted. 

Mr. PHILP asked why the Chief Engin.eer 
and his staff had been removed from Townsv1lle 
to Cairns? At least, he understand that the staff 
were removed to Cairns, and that the Chief 
Enn-ineer himself resided at Cooktown. 

The MINISTER FOR EAILW A YS said he 
did not know any reason, except that the 
o-entleman who was :Minister for Railways at the 
time the change was made considered that it 
would be conducive to the interests of the 
service. He might say, however, that he thought 
it likely there would be some change ma.de very 
soon. 

Mr GLASSEY said he saw an additional 
clerk 'put down at £104 a yc·:tr. He should like 
to know if his beard had commenced to grow yet. 
If it had he was afraid his salary would not 
enable him to afford to get shaved. 

The COLOJ'\IAL SECRETARY : Let it 
grow. 

Mr. GLASSEY said it was too hot up there 
to let it grow. He hoped the Minister would 
extend his commercial conscience next year and 
increase that officer's salai"y. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
the clerk in question was previously paid from 
the wages vote, and it was promotion for him to 
be placed definitely on the J<;stimates. 

Question put and passed. 
i\!ACKA¥ RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS, in 
moving £10,210, salaries and con~ingencies, Mac
kav rail way, said there was a shght decrease on 
the vote of last year, due, he was sorry to say,, to 
the shrinbge in the traffic. The leug~n of hne 
open was 32 miles, and the cost of mamtenance 
£130 3s. per mile. 

Question put and pr~ssecl. 
COOKTOWN HAlLWAY. 

The Mll'\ISTER FOR RAILWAYS moved 
that £10,471 be granted for the Cooktown Rail
way. There were 54 miles of line now open, 
and the cost of maintenance was £118 15s. per 
mile. 
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Mr. HODGKINSON asked why the cost of 
maintenance was so much greater per mile on 
the Mackay Railway than on the Cooktown 
Railway? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said 
the difference was owinr: to the difference in the 
traffic on the respective lines. On the Oooktown 
line there was only one tmin per day each way, 
whereas on the Th1ackay line there were one or 
two branches to be served. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE said there was a large 
amount of traffic-sugar-cane-oarried on the 
Mackay Tiailway at a very low rate, and the soil 
was so extraordinarily fertile that a large 
number of men had to be constantly employed 
destroying the couch grass. It was possible that 
the extra expense was caused from that fact. 

Question put and passed. 

CAIRNS RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR TIAILWAYS moved 
that £4,400 be granted for the Cairns Railway. 
There were 8 miles of line now open. The cost 
of maintenance was very heavy- £187 :.s. per 
mile-owing to its quite recent construction, and 
the amount of traffic upon it was at present very 
small. 

Mr. P ALMER said that as that was the last 
item on the Railway Estimates, he would take 
the opportunity of ca1ling the Minister's attention 
to a subject which had always cropped up when
ever the vote was going through the Committee
namely, the expenditure from loan which really 
ought to come from general revenue. It was not 
quite so bad that year as it had been in previous 
years ; still there were many items shown in the 
report of the Commissioner for Railways as having 
been paid from loan which ought to have been 
paid out of revenue. There was an item, "Boring 
for coal near Dalby, £413." \Vas there any reason 
why that should have been paid out of loan? 
"Phillips's sleepers, £2,000." That should have 
been charged to the Normanton-Oloncurry rail
way account. Then, on old-established lines, 
"lands resumed with costs," were charged to 
loan. He might easily enumerate many other 
items charged to loan, which ought to have been 
charged to revenue. He hoped the Minister for 
Railways, or the commissioners to be appointed 
under the new Act, would make a searching 
inf[uiry into the matter, and see that no ~xpendi
ture was charg-ed to loan which really ought to 
be charged to expenditure. 

The MINISTER Ji'OTI RAILWAYS said 
that during the short time he bad been in office 
the matter had not escaped his attention, and 
hon. members would notice that the amount 
charged to loan was not so great as it had been 
in past years, all the credit for which, however, 
was not clue to him. It was difficult at times to 
decide under which heading items of expendi
ture should be placed. ·with regard to land 
resumptions on old-established lines, as traffic 
increased, additional sidings were required, and 
it frequently happened that in order to get 
sufficient land to put them upon, it was necPS· 
sary to resume small portions of land. Oases of 
that kind had frequently come under his notice. 
With rega.rd to Phillips's sleepers, that was a per
fectly legitimate charge to loan, as the sleepers 
were, or ought to be, a good asset to the country. 
Those steel sleepers were not being used for 
repairs or renewals, but only in the construction 
of the line. 

Mr. PHILP said that he would ask the 
Minister for Railways what chance there was of 
the contract for the Cairns rail way being 
finished within the contract time? 

The MINISTER FOR TIAIL WAYS said 
he had no further information to give than 
he had given when laying the plans and 
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sections of the next section of the line o_n 
the table of the House, and asked for the1r 
approval · but the Government had been in
formed that there was every probability of the 
work being finished within the contract time. 
The number of men employed at pres~nt on the 
line was about 1 500 although the section of the 
line was only a ~hort section, J 5 miles in length. 
It required 'something like twer;ty-one Govern
mentinspectors to look after thecl1fferent branches 
of the work. They had haq no very recent returns 
from the Government Engmeer as to the progress 
of the work, but there was nothing to lead the 
Government to suppose that there would be any 
great delay in its completion. . 

Mr. PALMER said the Minister for Rail
ways had overlooked the item of boring for coal 
to which attention had been called. 

The MINISTJm FOR RAILWAYS said 
that it was very doubtful what o~ght to b: done 
with that charg-e; at the same tune, as 1t was 
doubtful, they should give the late Governn;ent 
the benefit of the doubt. It was a very precanous 
thino- borino- for coal-as much so as sinking a 
well'; and .;'vervone knew that they might sink 
two ~r three bad ones before they sank a re_ally 
good well. That was a case where they might 
draw the line. 

Question put and passed. 

POSTl\IAS'l':BmE-G N.ERAL'S DEPART)!ENT
SAL"\RTES. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
the sum of £13,147 be granted for salaries. 
That vote was exactly the same amount as the 
vote for last year, arid seeing that was ~o he 
would suggest that hon. members should_ diScuss 
any matters they might wish to discuss, m refer
ence to the administration of the department, 
upon the items in the vote he had now proposed. 

Mr. GROOM said he did not want to say 
anything about the salaries, but that was the 
time to ask f[Ue,tions about the clepa;tment. He 
wished to ask the hon. gentleman m regard to 
what mi<"ht be a new rule being broug-ht in, or 
what mZ"ht be enforcing an old rule. Just 
now a large number of persons were being 
fined because there was not sufficient post
age upon letters which were open at the 
ends. He had seen two envelopes, which had 
been shown to him, and, strange to say, one had 
come from the Education Department and the 
other from the Post Office. Each envelope had 
been cut at the ends, and he thought each had either 
a penny or a twopenny stamp '?n-he would nut 
be certain which ; but the parties to whom th_ey 
were addressed had had to pay 4cl. each for m
sufficient postage and 4cl. fine, and as.he had said 
the one had come from the Edncatwn Depart
ment and the other from the Post Office, where it 
would have been supposed people would really 
know what the regulations enforced. He had 
seen one that had come down from Allora con
tainingprinted matter, on which the fine for insuffi
cient postage had amounted to 1s. 8cl., ancl_thathad 
to be paid before the letter was. g1ven ~P· 
As he hctd said, that must be eJthe~ owmg 
to the framino- of a new rule of whwh the 
public were not yet aware, or it n;ust be the 
enforcing of the old rule, whiCh smcl that the 
envelope should be so cut at each end tha 
anyone could see what was con~ainecl in it. 
The public did not know ~ow 1t was those 
fines were being imposed. If 1t were the enforc~
ment of a new rule, he thought . the P";bl:c 
ought to be made acquainted with 1t, and 1f 1t 
were the enforcement of an old rule, then the 
information with regard to that rule was insuffi
cient. Even officers in the two depart;nents 
over which the Postmaster-General h1m.self 
presided did not know of that regulatwn, 
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He could produce the envelopes now if neces
sary. They had been brought to him on 
Saturday, and he had said that when the 
Postmaster-General's EstimMes came on he 
would put the question, and ask that hon. 
gentleman the meaning of it. He trusted t.he 
hon. gentleman wunld be able to explain it now. 

The POSTMASTER-GENJ<mAL said that 
the hon. gentlerua,n was quite right. It wa;:; not 
a new rule, hut an old rule, bnt he was sorry to 
say it had not be,en strictly observed. Year 
afte; year it had been drifting in the clirection of 
havmg a smaller and smaller slit in the ends of 
the en velopos, until there was at last almost none 
at. all. If there was any one thing clone wrong 
w1th regard to that matter, it was that no suffi
cient notice had been given by the department 
as to the enforcement of the rule. 'l'he re"u
h>tion provided that either the ends or the 
sides of an envelope should be open in order to 
see th.at. no written matter was in?ide. J<'or years 
the sht m the ends had been gettmg smaller and 
smaller, until in »ome cases it was so small that 
it was only after very close observation that any
one could see whether it was open at all or not. 
He had found it really necess:uy that some steps 
should be taken to prevent the revenue being cle
fraucled by uns.crnpnlous and unprincipled J>ersr.ns, 
who were ta1nng advantngo of the reuula.tion to 
send matter which shonlcl not be se;;t in such 
envelopes at :1ll; :1nd, therefore instructions lmd 
been issued that, where the rule was not beina 
complied with, the penalty should be inflicte.f 
It was 'luite true, as the hon. gentleman had 
observed, that sufficient notice had not been 
given in that matter. However, that notice had 
been now sent out, and he had in the meantime 
suspended the fines until the "eneral public knew 
the kind of envelope in ,;hich such matters 
should be sent. He did not think there was 
much to complain of. 

Mr. DRAKE said he was glad the hon. mem
ber for Toowoomba had bmught that matter 
forward, and he was also ghtcl that the Post
master-General had given his assurance that the 
further opera~ion of the rule would be suspended 
unt1l due notiCe had been given. He had been a 
considemble sufferer by the enforcement of the 
rnle. The hon. gentlEmoan had spoken about a 
fine of 1 s. Sd., but he had had to pay 3s. 4d. 

Mr. REES R. JONES : I paid 4s. Sd. 
Mr. ~)~AKB. said he h~d had also to pay 2d. 

for rece1v1ng :1 circular, wfnch wa.s the pros]JCCtus 
of a public company on which the hlm. Post
master-General's name appeared as a director. 
It was very mortifying, seeing the ends had been 
op~m. He . suppos~d the hon. gentleman was 
gomg to giVe notiCe all round, so that there 
would be no more of those charges made. Only 
on Saturday last he had been in a printin" office 
and he had. seen a n':mber; of boys industriously 
e~ployed m e~closmi) C!rculars in envelopes 
w1th the usual httle shts, and he had said to 
the proprietor that the Postmaster-General would 
charge 2d. on every one of those · and that 
gentleman repl.ied that he was glad' the matter 
had been mentwned, as he was sending out 5.000 
of them. ' 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: What a 
loss to the revenue. 

Mr. DRAKE said that after the instructions 
were issued, all would be right. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that 
h'~ did not. think there would be any further 
d1fficulty m the matter, because now it was 
generally known, and the rule would be ob
served. 

Mr. GROOM: It is not known in the country 
districts 

Mr. REES R .• JONES : Will you pay me 
my 4s. Sd.? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said it had 
been properly charged. What the hon. member 
for North Rockhampton spoke of was a bank
book which was sealed up, and if persons sending 
documents chose to seal them, of course there 
was a certain rule laid down and they must 
make people observe th"'t rule. 

Mr. REES R. JONES said the envelope 
certainly was sealed ; but he did not see why a 
seal was any worse than a piece of gum. The 
contents of the packet were quite visible. It 
contained a bank pass-book, and he was charged 
2s. 4d. deficient postage and 2s. 4d. fine. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he wished to bring 
under the notice of the Postmaster-General what 
appeared to be a singular piece of administra
tion and also loss of revenue. In the large 
towns in England a great deal of business was 
done in sen<1ing messages about town ; but if 
he desired to send a message to some place in 
Brisbane, he could not send it from the head 
office.' He could send one from the Belle Vue 
Hotel-he was not going to say a word about there 
being an office at the Belle Vue Hotel-but it 
did seem strange that they shoulrl not be able 
to do a thing at the head off'ce which they could 
do at a branch office. There was another matter 
of administration he would notice. He sent a 
''collect" mess::tge to Thursday Island, to be 
delivered on board the steamer "Rock ton," three 
days after the steamer had left Brisbane. The 
message was immediately returned with a 
notice that it could not be delivered 011 board the 
" Rockton." It was very evident it could not be 
delivered simply because the "Rockton" had not 
arrhed, and he had a ratherli vely correspondence 
with the Telegmph Department, pointing out that 
his object in sending the message was to catch the 
boat. It was not much use sending it after she 
had arrived. But the department did not seem 
to recognise that fact, and he had had another 
message from the person to whom that message was 
sent complaining that even yet his message had 
not been delivered, althongh it was paid for. 
The gentleman who carried on the correspon
dence with him was JYlr. Cowell, and the impres
sion that gentleman was trying to impress upon 
his mind was that if his messages were sent in 
time to be of any service whatever, some rule 
of the department would be violated. Because 
the vessel did not happen to be in the harbour 
at the moment the rnes.,age was received, it 
was returned. The Government must have a 
large amount of business of that nature, and so 
had a number of commercial firms, and surely 
the officers in the department had sense enough 
to know that unless a message arrived before 
the vessel it was of no service whatever. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said if the 
hon. member had sent a prepaid message it 
would have been delivered. Collect messages 
had to be accounted for every day, and that was 
the reason why the hon. member's message was 
not delivered. He would inquire into the matter 
and see if an alteration could be made. In 
regard to the other matter of sending messages 
about the city, he had made inquiries and hoped 
to be able to make arrangements by which 
messages might be sent from the Central office 
even to the Belle Vue. 

Mr. HODGKI;-.!SON said he was glad to hear 
the hon. gentleman's statement as to the latter 
point, because he would find it brought a con
siderable additional revenue. In regard to the 
Thursday Isbnd matter, if it had been contrary 
to the rules to send a collect message, why did 
they not say so? It would have been paid 
for, 
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The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: That 
would have been rather difficult if there was 
nobody at the other end to pay for it. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said there was a 
curious mode in the department in connection 
with the delivery of letters. A case had come 
under his notice where a letter was addressed to 
a friend of his to some address in Brisbane. But 
he was not there when the letter-carrier went 
round and the letter was put into the dead letter 
o.ffice. That gentleman was a member of Par
hament, and must have been known to the 
authorities at the post office, but it. was only dis
covered accidentally that there was a letter 'lying 
for him at the Post Office. He also wished to 
ask the hon. gentleman if he had considered a 
matter he brought under his notice lately in 
regard to the delivery of telegrams about the city 
and the suburbs. It seemed a monstrous thing that 
he should be able to send a telegram hundreds of 
miles for ls., and yet it should cost ls. Gel. to 
deliver one. Something ought to be paid for 
delivering telegrams in the suburbs, but ls. Gd. 
was too much. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he had 
no knowledge whatever as to the first matter 
referred to by the hon. member for Charters 
Towers, but, in regard to the second, the charge 
was 6d. for every half-mile radius from the 
Post Office, and he did not think Gel. w:ts too 
much. He would have to consider the matter 
well before he altered it, and he had been so 
busy that he had not been able to inquire 
into some of those matters. The hon. member 
must remember that a great many boys in the 
office had horses, and if a charge \Vere not made 
there would be a great loss to the department. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said they 
ought to go back to the old system of giving 
receipts for telegrams. At present the position 
was that a lad of no very great age or size would 
perhaps deliver a telegram to ::tnother small boy 
in an office-a merchant's office, or the office of a 
barrister like the hon. member for Charters 
Towers, for instance-::cnd there was no receipt 
given. There used to be, and very properly, and the 
time of delivery was stated also. But thttt was 
done away with, and if a telegram went astray 
they would only have the conflicting testimony 
of those two lads. One would say he delivered 
it, and the other would say he did not receive it, 
and the telegram might be of very great import
ance. As a business man, he never could see 
why the system of giving receipts was abolished. 
It was a safeguard to the office, and a safeguard 
to the receiver. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said that he went down
stairs the other evening to send a telegncm, and 
was informed that the office had been removed 
to the Belle Vue Hotel. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It should 
never have been done. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said he agreed with the 
hon. member, and he hoped that members would 
be again afforded the same facilities they had 
always enjoyed with regard to a telegraphic 
office in the building. There was also another 
matter to which he wished to refer. Persons 
receiving telegrams from other colonies used to 
be able to send "collect" telegrams in reply, but 
now all replies sent to the other colonies had to 
be prepaid. He did not think there was any 
loss to the department under the old system, and 
he hoped a return would be made to that 
system. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said it was 
the rule of the department to only send prepaid 
telegrams to other colonies. 'With regard to the 
removal of the telegraph office from the Parlia
mentary building, it was only a convenience to 

hon. members, and they were not put to any 
inconvenience by the change. There was hardly 
an hon. member who used to go downstairs to 
send a telegram; they usually sent a boy down 
with their messages, and very often there was the 
difficulty of the mel'>senger having to go and get 
change. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I never 
sent one by a boy. 

'rhe POST:VIASTER-G RNERAL said that he 
used to do so. Another thing: whilst the office was 
in the building it was used exclusively by mem
bers, whereas now it was at the Belle'Vue Hotel 
it was used not only by hon. members but also by 
the general public; and it was paying now, 
whereas it was a dead loss before. Besides, the 
office was now guaranteed against any loss to the 
State. There was very little difficulty in sending 
a boy over to the Belle V ne, and the office there 
was a corsiderable convenience to people in that 
part of the city. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. member used the argument that the office at 
the Belle Vue paid. Of course it did, because it 
was open to the public, and there were many 
visitors at the hotel who used the office, and who 
would otherwise have to send their telegrams 
from the central office. If the office downstairs 
were reopened, and made available to the public, 
and a sufficient supply of change kept, it would 
have the same effect on the revenue as having the 
office at the Belle Vue Hotel. He did not believe 
in opening a telegraph office as a public office in 
an hotel. If arrangements were made to let 
public-houses have private telegraph offices, well 
and good; but he did not see why the Parlia
mentary telegraph office should be at the Belle 
Vue Hotel. 

The Ho~. A. RUTLEDGE said he could not 
congmtulate the Postmaster-General on the 
change. He did not think there was a Legislature 
in the colonies that had not a telegraph office, 
and he did not see why hon. members should 
be required to go to the Belle Vue Hotel or any 
other place to send their telegrams. They might 
not be able to secure the necessary privacy; 
and, however respectably conducted the hotel 
might be, the change was an invasion of the 
privileges of hon. members. They had a right 
to all the conveniences requisite for the efficient 
discharge of their duties as representatives of th~ 
people, and they should have a telegraph office 
on the premises; and he objected to the con
venience of hon. members being made sub
sidiary to the convenience of any lodgers in 
any hotel, however respectable that hotel might 
be. Some succeeding Minister might think 
it better to have the office at "Lennon's" 
or the "Imperial," [md then he supposed 
hon. members would have to go there to send 
their messages. The office should be in the 
Parliamentary Buildings. The argument that 
the old office did not pay might be applied to 
several tele,;raph offices in various districts; but 
it was not an argument that ought to be allowed 
a moment's consideration when it affected the 
privileges of hon. members. 

Mr. ADAMS sairl he had met with some in
convenience before the office was shifted to the 
hotel. J<'requentl~- after the House had ad
journed, he had been obliged to go out for change, 
but he had met with no inconvenience since the 
office was shifted. He a! ways wrote his tele
grams in that Chamber, and handed them to a 
boy to be despatched. He thought that the 
chi:tnge was a vast convenience to a number of 
people. It was of no use for hon. members to 
talk of having to run about, because there were 
messengers paid to wait upon hon, members, 
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Mr. GROOM said the hon. member seemed to 
have missed the point. The members of the 
Legislative Assembly, in common with the mem
bers of the Legislative Council, had certain privi
leges. One of those privileges was, that during 
the session there should he an office in the 
builcling for the use of members who wished to 
send telegrams to their constituents upon subjects 
which they dirl not want anybody else to know 
anything about. · 

Mr. ADAJ\IS : Put them in an envelopB. 
Mr. GROOM said that w>Ls not the point. 

Hon. members had certain privileges, and those 
privileges should not be abridged. In the 
Victorian Parliament House there was not only a 
telegraph office for the convenience of hon. mem
bers, but also a post office, from which letters 
were taken to the members at frequent intervals. 
Here, on the other hand, as things were now, 
there was not the slightest convenience given 
to m cm hers for posting letters. Here, hon. 
members might write letters which it was most 
urg·ent should be speedily posted, and they had 
to be left to the messengers of the House 
to post, ::tnd they, inste::td of being in their 
place to ::tttencl on members, had to trudge 
clown to the post office every day. It should be 
different, and the post office authorities should 
attend to it. In Sydney, the post office attended 
to the principal hotels, and sent round ttn 
officer three or four times ::t dtty, to empty the post 
boxes provided in the hotels. That m::ttter had 
come befora the Parliccmentary Buildings Com
mittee while he had the honour of being a m cm her 
of it, and in the plans of the addition to the building 
they submitted, a post office and telegraph office 
was specially provided for hon. members. Those 
plans he believed wore still in the possession of the 
Clerk of the Assembly ; ::tnd in the new plans to h.e 
submitted he thoug·ht provision should be made for 
a post and telegmph office for members. If it was 
placed ttt the corner of the building fronting 
Alice and \Villi>tm streets, it could be utilised 
for the convenience of the public as well, and be, 
in fact, a branch post and telegraph office. In 
the suburbctn nmnicipttlities of Melbourne the 
town halls were utilised in that way. The 
Government utilised a number of public build
ings in th::tt way, ::tncl he found the plan workecl 
well. In the municipality of North Mel
bourne, the police office, post office, telegraph 
office, ::tnd the offices of the municipttl::tuthorities 
were ::tll in one block of buildings, the pro
perty of the municipality. As they had voted 
over £30,000 for additions to the Parliamentary 
buildings, he did not see why they could not 
make provision for a post and telegraph office 
::tt the corner of the lmilcling, which might also be 
utilised by the public. It was hardly in con
formity with the dignity of hon. members that 
they should be ::tsked to go to an hotel to hand in 
l1 telegram or to write a telegram. He went 
there once, but he would not go ag::tin, as he 
found some inquisitive individu::tl.s who were 
inclined to look over his shoulder, and in future 
he would have to go to the head office. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he 
concurred in the idea that proviBion should be 
made in the new building for a post and telegraph 
office, and the public should have the right of 
::tccess to it also. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: \Vhy take away 
ours now? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said the 
office they had in the middle of the building waR 
inconvenient, and they could not let the public 
in there. The ::trrangement h::td not been s::ttiq
factory, as hon. members knew. He agreed also 
with the hon member for Toowoomba that there 
ought to be tt post office within the building, or 

rather that their letters should be t::tken from the 
building, not by the me,sengers belonging to the 
House, but by the post office authorities. It 
would be very much more convenient, and before 
next session he would see that some steps were 
tttken in that direction, so that their letters 
might be regularly posted. 

Mr. BARLO\V ::tsked if the hon. gentleman 
could give any informtttion with regard to the 
telegraph office at North Ipswich. He under
stood that the officer who had been in charge 
there had been transferred to Allora, and he httd 
been informed that morning that the office had 
been closed since Friday. There was another 
matter connected with the open-ended packets 
to which he would draw attention. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said they 
had been discussing th::tt. It was quite true that 
the office at North Ipswich h::td been closed, and 
the operator had been sent to Allora. 

Mr. GROOM said there was another matter 
in connection with those railway telegraph 
offices. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I wish 
you wonlu not bring ths,t up this evening. 

Mr. GHOOM said he did not intend to bring 
on a discussion on the subject, but he had tt word 
or two to say in regard to the railway telegraph 
offices being connected with the general telegraph 
offices. He did not know whether they were, 
but if they were not, they ought to be. It often 
occurred that passengers by the Southern ttnd 
\Vestern Railway on arriving at Helidon sent on 
telegmms to Toowoombtt and arrived there them
selves about two hours before the telegrams. 
That ought to be altered. He knew that the 
railway telegraph offices were a very great con
venience indeed, ::tnd in fact it w::ts through the 
medium of those offices that the intelligence con
nected with the death of the late Governor was 
conveyed to the Downs, and in the same way 
intelligence concerning the death of a gentleman 
who had htelv died on the Downs at midnight 
was conveyed" to Brisbane. The railway offices 
were, aR he had said, ::t great convenience to the 
public, but their value to the public would be 
grently increased if they were connected with the 
other offices. If, in the case he had mentioned, 
the offic-e ::tt Helidon was connected with the 
general office in Toowoon1ba a rnessage sent from 
Heliclon might be delivered in Toowoomba in tt 
few minutes. That could be easily clone, and 
without inconvenience to the department. 

The POSTMASTEH-GENERAL said his 
re::tson for asking the hon. member not to bring 
that matter up wtts, that con.-,iclemble difficulty 
existed, as the two departments, in some respects, 
did not work as harmoniously as they should. 
On the particular matter mentioned by the hon. 
m em her, he could inform the Committee that 
the milway offices were connected with the 
geneml offices, but those in charge of the rail
way offices insisted upon their doing the work of 
the Railw::ty Departn~ent first-and he dared say 
they were quite right in that-but there was 
often a good deal of delay on that account. 

Mr. UNMACK said he had to refer to a mat
ter affecting gre::ttly the convenience ::tnd accom
modation of the professional and commercial 
community. He referred to the fact th::tt people 
should be able to obtain a receipt for a telegram 
sent where necessary. That could be e::tsily done, 
and without the smallest expense to the depart
ment. Unfortunately he had become aware of 
various little peculations on the p::trt of office 
boys. If a dishonest boy was trusted with 
a telegram to despatch he might simply tear 
it up and put the money in his pocket, and 
the sender would hear no more about it. He 
h::td heard of one case where, in consequence 
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of a telegram going astray in that way, the 
result was a loss of over £1,000, and he knew 
of other cases resulting in considerable loss. 
'l'he remedy for it was simple. The telegraph 
office supplied a neat book of forms with 
butts and perforated slips, and particulars of 
the telegram-not the whole telegram-could 
be written on the butt and signed or stamped, 
just as deposit slips were stam]'ed in the Savings 
13ank. That would answer all purposes, and any 
dishonest boy would be immediately found out in 
his malpractices. Unfortunately there were too 
many temptations offered to boys in town now, 
and he thought it was the right thing that he 
should refer to one form of temptation which 
ought never to be allowed by the authorities. 
He alluded to the numerous shops where 
totalisators or betting lists were opened at the 
trifling subscription of 1s. or 2s. lid., on which 
boys who could not afford it were tempted to 
spend_money, and possibly use money belongmg 
to thmr employers. At any rate, he was of the 
opinion that in such a matter as that which he had 
referred to in connection with telegrams, some 
scheme such as initialling or stamping the butt 
of the telegrams by the receiving officer of the 
department should be adopted. 

The COLONIAL SJWRETARY said he would 
give an instance in point ; showing the necessity 
of some such system. Some days ago a very 
important telegmm dealing with a considerable 
number of bales of wool was sent to the office by his 
firm for transmission to Rockhampton. It was an 
instruction to send some wool down here hv a s:-til· 
ing ship. The next he heard of that telegram was 
about half-pastllo'clockon theMomhyfollowing-, 
when a message w<ts received from the Telegraph 
Department, stating that the teleg-ram had been 
lost, and asking the firm to furnish a copy, so 
that it might be wired to Rockhampton. In 
the meantime the ship had left. A few days 
after that, within a week, they got ls. 10d. 
in postage stamps returned to them, with the 
remark that the operator would be suitably dealt 
with. He never investigated what the "suitably 
dealt with" meant; probably it meant that th"e 
officer concerned would be charged with the 
ls. 10d. Had the system suggested by the hon. 
member for Toowong been carried out, that case 
would never have occurred. The only thing that 
puzzled him (the Colonial Secretary) in the whole 
transaction was the Telegraph Department hav· 
ing admitted that they discovered the telegram 
was lost, because, as a rule, they sheltered them
se! ves in every possible way. · 

The POSTMASTER-GENimAL said the 
suggestion of the hon. n1mnber for Toowong 
w:>s new to him, but it was one well worth 
consideration, and he would certainly give it 
C<-treful consideration. rl'here was one thing the 
Colonial Secretary did not give the department 
credit for in the case mentioned by him, and that 
was the system of checks by which they were 
able to discover the loss of the telegram. The one 
thing· to be commended in the affair was the 
honesty of the officer concerned in the nmtter. 
If he had not been honest he (the Postmaster· 
General) would have had no hesitation in dis· 
missing hin1. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said he would 
draw attention to the necessity of lmving clerks 
to transcribe telegrmns who knew how to spell. 
It was very annoying, in addition to getting a 
telegram written in a villainous hand, evi· 
dently by somebody totally unaccustomed to 
writing, to find words misspelt. Careless people 
of that kind should not transcribe telegrams, but 
it was a matter of common occurrence. He 
would also like to have an asourance that the 
privilege of hon. members in ha1 ing a telegraph 
office on the premises should be restored. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said that the Postmaster
General, in speaking of the removal of the tele
graph office over the way, stated that they could 
send a boy down with a messag-e. He (J\1r. 
13uckland) "was in the habit of sending a good 
number of telegrams during the session, and he 
invariably wrote them in the telegmph office. 
He never trusted a telegram to a boy The other 
evening when he went to the telegraph office 
over the wav, he found, as the hon. member for 
Toowoomb:1' stated, that anyone might look over 
his shoulder and see what he was writing, 
because the table w:os in the public passage. 
He hoped, therefore, that the Postmaster
General would assure the Committee that they 
would have that privilege restored to them. He 
would also ask the hon. gentleman what had been 
done with regard to a site for a post and tele
graph office at Bulimba Ferry? The hon. 
gentleman had promised that he would secure 
a site for a building, and he would like to know 
whether that had been done. A promise was 
also made that a piece of land would be secured 
tts soon as posc;ible at Coorpotroo, at or near the 
railway station. He hoped that also httd been 
done. 

J\Ir. GllOOM said, in reference to the send 
ing of telegrarns, he might n1ention that the 
nw,nager of the Singer ~ewing l\1achine Corn~ 
panv, at Toowoomba came to him a few days 
ago~ and sho\ved him a telegran1. sent frorn 
Charleville to Toowoomba, requestmg that cer
tain articles should be sent to Charleville by 
the afternoon train. The telegram was not 
delivered till five days after it was despatched. 
He did not know who was to blame in the 
matter, but he was surprised when he was told 
that the manager w:ts informed by someone 
in the telegraph office that the messas·e came 
to Brisbtene, and had to be re-transmitted to 
Toowomnba. \Vhen the gentleman who sent the 
telegram from Charleville came to Toowoornba, 
he found that the telegram had not been received; 
and it did not arrive till two or three days after
wards. 

The POSTJ\IASTER-GENEllAL said that 
evidently that case was the result of gross care
lessness. The message ought not to have been 
sent to Brisbane. He could not answer "hy 
any of those things occurred, but if they were 
brought under his notice he would detel sewerely 
with those who were to blame in the matter. 

Mr. GANNON said he hoped that some 
arrangement would be made with reference to 
giving receipts for telegranm, and he was sure 
the husiness comnmnity would be very glad to 
8Ce the proposed sng6estion acted on. 

J\Ir. PHILP said he did not like to make com
plaint,.., ag.'1inst the telegTaph office. He thought 
that the real cause uf comphints was that the 
operators were overworked and unde1·paicl. That 
was especially the mse in the North. He knew 
of one inst<1nce where a man worked from 8 or 9 
o'clock in the morning till 12 at night, and 
received a pittance of ,;omething like £120 or 
£130 a ye,r. If the Committee were a little 
more liberal, and allowed a larger sum for 
the working of the telegraph office, he thought 
the department would be better conducted. 
He hoped receipts would be bken for tele
gntn1:3 delivered, and also receipts given at 
the office for telegmms sent in. In Sydney, 
about eighteen months ago, his firm found 
out that a system had been going on by 
which the boys receiving telegrams had put the 
money into their pockets, and the only way in 
which they could put a stop to th,"lt was by 
maintaining a private telegraph office and paying 
the operator. He thought the railway system 
might be adopted by the deptertment, and thtet 
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ledger accounts might he kept, the different firms' 
telegrams to he paid for either weekly or 
monthly. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he hoped the Postmaster
General would give some assurance that next 
session the telegraph office would he restored to 
the Parliamentary Buildings, instead of being 
placed in the Belle Vue Hotel. It was a matter 
of great convenience to hon. members to have a 
branch office in the building, and as to the expense, 
the officer was only there during the session and not 
when the House was not sitting in the morning. 
It was a disgrace that members should have to 
go to an hotel to execute their business. They 
were almost going hack to the dark ages in pur
suing such a practice. lie sent away a large 
number of telegrams to his constituents and 
others, and had found the office in the building 
a great convenience. As to the r1uestiun of 
change, he had never found any difficulty, as 
the operator was a! ways willing to accept his 
IOU, or else the library messenger could obtain 
change. He thought the excuse given for 
removing the office was the most miserable 
one he had ever heard. It was useless for the 
Postmaster-General to talk about establishing 
a post and telegraph office when the additions 
to the building were completed. Hun. mem
bers wanted the telegraph office now. It was 
absurd to suppose that hon. members must 
go over to the hotel to deliver a, telegram in 
a gale of wind, or when it \Vas raining hard ; 
and as to sending telegrams by a boy, many hon. 
members would not do that. As a rule, he had 
found the department most prompt and correct, 
and he hoped it would continue to be so, but he 
wished the Postmaster-General to give an 
assurance that the office would be ru,tored to 
the buildings before next session. 

The HoN. A. RUTL EDGE said the hon. gentle
man must not think his administration was being 
found fault with. 'I'he hon. gentleman lmcl the 
reputation of being a mo.st Ca[xtble administrator, 
hut he had made a mistake in removing the 
branch telegraph oifice. It was a great indignity 
to put on hon. members to expect them to send 
telegrams from a public-house. It was the prin
ciple upon which he took his stand. The expense 
was a very small matter; and, as to the question 
of change, that could easily l.Je remedied by the 
operator being supplied with a certain amount. 

The POSTMASTER-GENI~RAL said, per
sonally he thought he had taken the right step, 
but he was not going to run counter to the 
wishes of hon. members who had conscientious 
objections to going to an hotel to send telegrams, 
and he would take steps to restore the office to 
its original position. 

Mr. BARLOW said he was sorry the I'\orth 
Ipswich Post v,nd Telegraph Office was to be 
discontinued, because it wa.s a great convenience 
to his constituents, and a good building lmd 
been put up for the purpose. He should he 
very glad if an arrange1nent conld be made 
by which the staff of the South Ipswich office 
could attend to the North Ipswich branch. 
\Vith regard to the prepayment of telegrams, 
hon. members were aware that in J'vlelbourne 
telegrams could be prepaid by stamps, and 
he was going to suggeot that the stamps might 
be cancelled in the offices of the sender, and 
that would prevent any possil.Jility of fraud. 
As to hankers' rmss-books, he W<tS not going to 
speaf< in the interests of the bariks, as they 
were rruite able to take care of themselves; 
but as a lad, when a banker's clerk, he could 
remember that notes, remittanc( ,,, and bank 
pass-books were sent about the country tied 
with tape and sealed. He considered it a great 
inconvenience that that was not allowed now. 
As to the North Ipswich Post and Telegraph 

Office, he would again press upon the hon. gentle
man the desirableness of continuing it, because 
to aholish it would be causing a serious incon· 
venience to the people in that 1ocality. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said the 
North Ipswich l'ost Office was only a mile and 
a-half from the central office, and if a branch 
was established so near to the central office it 
should pay some reasonable amount of the cost 
of its maintenmJCe. He would read the takings 
for the different months during which it had been 
opened. 1n ,January, £3 3s. Gel.; l<'ebruary, 
£3 Gs. 5d. ; March, £2 4s. 2d. ; April, £2 13s. 6d.; 
May, £2 10s. 9d.; Jtme, £2 7s. 7cl.; July, 
£3 Os. 6cl.; August, £5 4". Id.; and September, 
£4 14s. 6d. The whole amount received from 
January to September was £2!) 5s., while the 
expenditure was £112 10s. Hon. members must 
arlmit that that lo.ss was too gteat to be continued. 
If, as the hon. gentleman sta.ted, the population 
of Ipswich was increasing in that direction, 
he should be very glad to re-establish the 
office as soon as the amount of business to he 
done demanded it. He always regretted having 
to clnse a teh·graph office, because he knew it 
must result in some inconvenience to the pul.Jlic, 
especially if they had any great distance to travel 
to reach an office ; but in this case the distance 
was not very great. The hon. member for 
Charters Towers had had a similar complaint to 
make about the closing of the office at Mill
chester; hut he had shown that hon. member 
figures which satisfied him that the office there 

as being carried on at very great loss, the 
receipts from January to September amount. 
ing to £34 16s. 2d., and the expenditure 
to £100 lls. Del. In the same way, nt Dray ton, 
the receipts for the same period amounted to only 
£10 15s. Gel., and the expenditure to £83 7s. Gel. 
Those were the only offices he had closed since he 
had had charge of the department, and he thought 
the Comr11ittee would agree with him that he had 
very good reat:on~ for doing so. 

Mr. McMASTEH said he thought that when 
through gross carelessness in the Telegraph 
Departm~nt any person suffered loss, the Govern
ment should pay for it. He hrtcl sent a telegram 
from :Fortitude V alley to Laiclley not long 
ago ordering 100 hags of maize,. knowing that 
the n1arket was rising. That telegram was 
received at its destination three days after it was 
sent'; in fact, a letter written afterwards was 
received before it. The result was that he had 
to pay Sd. per bushel more for the maize, and on 
inquiry he f•mnd that the fault was in the head 
Brisbane office, where the telegram had to be 
repeated. He wa" advised to report the matter, 
hut as he thoug·ht that probably by so doing he 
might get the young man who committed the 
blunder the "sack," he did not do so. He 
thought in such cases as that the Government 
should recoup the lo,;s incurred. 

'l'he l'OSTMASTKR-GENERAL said he 
trusted that any person who had any complaint 
to make respecting delay in transmission of tele
grams would take the earliest opportunity of 
reporting it officially. He should inquire strictly 
into all such ca.,es, and should unhesitatingly 
dismiss any officer fonnd guilty of such gross 
carelessnes:·' as had been described. 

Mr. MoMASTER said he might explain that 
the case he had mPntionecl was previous to the 
administration of the hon. g·ontleman. 

1\Ir. P ALMER said, as a Northern member 
he was a good deal interested in the carrying of 
the mails by the Torres Straits route. He 
knew that the original contract with the British· 
India Company expired on the lOth February, 
188\J, hut that as no notice had been given by 
either party to cancel the agreement it would not 
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termino,te until February, 1800. He would 
therefore o,sk the Postmaster-General w hEtlter 
the Government had come to any decision 
with regard to the continuance of tho,t ser· 
vice? He saw by the Postmaster-Geneml's 
report that, allowing for detention at Aden, 
the avemge time by that ronte, between 
London to J3ri,lmne, was 43 days 6 hours, while 
the average time by the Melbonrne-Chlle route 
was 39 d:1ys 11 hours, and by the Orient line 36 
days 19 hours, a difference of about a week 
between the lesser and the greater number 
of days. He saw also by the same report that 
£l,GOO had been paid in premiums for early 
arri mls by the Torres Strait,, route. 'rhe 
steamers of that line also lay for some time off 
Cooktown and other Northern ports, and he cer· 
tainly thought that in view of the ever-increasing 
importance of theN orthern portion of Queemlaml, 
the time had arrived when the service should be 
made a 12-knot service and a fortnig·htly one. 
He did not know whether the Gover~ment had 
entertained the proposal, but from the corres· 
ponclence attached to the report to which he had 
referred, bet\veen the r\._gent~General, Sir ,f mnus 
GmTick, and the p,,st Office authorities at horue, 
it appeo,red that the colony was entitled to that 
concession. He should like to know from the 
Postmaster-General what the Government 
intended to do in the matter. 

ThePOSTMASTRR-GEXERAL said thepre· 
sent contract did not expire until February, 1890, 
and the Government had not yet considered 
whether they would continue the present service 
or make other arrangements. They had until 
l 1ebrnary next to give notice to the contractors 
whether they would continue it or not. No 
doubt the service was rather slow. He thought 
that must be admitted by everybody. But 
it must be borne in mind that it was a 
great convenience to the people of the North, 
who got their mails much earlier by it tlmn 
they would by either the Orient or the P. >tnd 
0. Company. However, it was a big qnestion, 
and one that the Government would take into 
careful consideration, and when they met the 
House next year they would probably be able to 
announce what armngements they had come to 
with regard to the future ocean service of the 
colony. 

Mr. BARLO\V said he would suggest that 
the system of prepo,yment for telegrams by 
starnvs would be a great convenience, not 
only in many parts of the colony, but 
also in North Ipswich if the office there was 
to be closed. By that eystem, which he believed 
prevailed in Victoria, postage sto,mps could be 
put in an envelope marked "telegram," posted 
in a pillar-box, and forwarded to the head office 
from whence the telegram would he transmitted. 
If the office at North Ipswich was to be closed, 
he thought they should have to ask the hon. 
gentleman to favour that locality with a few 
pillar· boxes. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL ~aid the 
sugg:stion of the hon. gentleman with regard to 
sendmg telegrams by post was a very good one, 
and he would take it into consideration. He 
knew the system was in force down South, and 
he did not see why it should not be adopted here. 

The HoN. A. RU'l'LEDGE asked the Post
master-General whether the regulation sought to 
be enforced by the late Government with regard 
to " 0. H.JYI. S." telegrams was being carried out'? 
It had been found that that system was beine, 
abused to a very considerable extent, numerous 
messages being sent by wire which ought to 
be sent by letter, very much to the detriment 
of the general public. If that regulation were 
carried out probably the staff would be found 
sufficient for all requirements. 

The POSTMASTERGENJ<~RAL said he was 
not aware that the late Government took any 
steps towards preventing the abus.e tl~e hon. 
gentlenum referred to. If thev chd, 1t must 
have been in Cabinet; because, so far as he knew, 
it had not gone any further. H 1 (1uite agreed 
viith the hPn. gentleman that very great abuse 
was made of the system. He had seen a telegram 
sent by an Inspector of Police "O.H.J\LS." 
which, if sent by any other person, he would 
have had to po,y between Uk and Hb. for. The 
whole of tho,t telegram was on private business, 
nut official ; it related to his own comfort with 
regard to <Juartero. If the officer had had to pay 
for his telegram he would have reduced the 
number of hi> words very considembly. He 
(:Yir. Donaldson) mentioned that, as he considered 
it a grave abuse of the O.H.J\I.S. system, and 
that the officer should pay for it ; hut the head 
uf the Police Department did not think so, 
although if he could have had his wtty he would 
have insisted upon it. 'rhat was not the only 
case that had come under his notice. The 
abuse of the system would never he checked 
until there was an account kept between the 
different departments, when the heads of de· 
partments would make it their duty to find out 
how the expense had been incurred. 

Mr. HODGKINSOX said there were one or 
two departments where tbe nonsense sent in 
official telegrams would be well worth inquiring 
into, a.nd if one or two of the officio,ls were sur· 
clmrged with them the o,huse wonld be soon put 
an end to. But in the North, and especially in 
the mining districts, it was of the utmost impor· 
tance that news from the headoffiee shoulcl be sent 
by telegraph. Owinfi to the prevalence of floods 
at certain times of the year, the transmission of 
letters was often delayed for weeks, and even 
months. Especially in cases where the decision 
of a :Minister was to be made known it should be 
made known by telegram. 

The POSTMASTER-GENEHAL so,id he 
qnite agreed that all public business, which 
required to be made lJromptly known, should be 
transmitted bv telegraph. It was the abuse of 
the system by the sending of private messages 
that he complained of. In the North especially 
it would take a month to get an .answer by post, 
and in such cases he had not the slightest 
objection to the use of the wire. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said the system 
was abused by officers who wanted furniture 
fnr their offices, or something else of that nature. 
They had got so habituated to using the wire 
that they at once resorted to it, instead of to the 
ordinary way of making their wants known. 

Mr. UNMACK said there was only one way 
by which the extraordinary extravagance of some 
officers of the Government in that direction could 
be checked. Dming the inquiry into the 
Colonial Stores Department it transpired that 
the Telegraph Department supplied to the other 
departments of the Government £40,000 of tde· 
grams during the year. If those telegrams were 
charged to the account of each department he 
was certain the sum would be rednced to at least 
£25,000. He did not se'J why the departments 
should be indulged in their extravagance. That 
was the only way to produce economy, and to 
ascertain exactly what each department cost the 
country annually. It was only" matter of book· 
keeping, and he trusted it would be seriously 
taken into consideration J.y the Postmaster
General. 

Mr. J3UCKLAND saiLl he would remind the 
Postmaster-General that he had not yet replied 
to his question about the post offices at Coorparoo 
and J3ulimba. 
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The POSTMASTEU-GENEUAL said the 
hon. member was well aware of the steps he had 
taken in that matter. 

Mr. CO\VLEY said he would call the hon. 
gentleman's attention to the desirability of 
allowing small bodies of settlers, who had no 
newsp:c:per, and who only got a mail once a week, 
to receiVe telegrams of news at press rateo. He 
knew of several such communities, some having, 
say, 120 persons, who would be glad to receive 
that concession. They wanted an agent in Bris· 
bane to send them a budget of news once or twice 
a week, if they could get it at press rateo. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that, 
although the hon. member had spoken to him on 
that subject a short time age>, it h"d escaped his 
attention, and he had not been able to consult 
with the officers of the department about it. It 
was not a thing to be done without consideration. 
'Vhere there were communities such as the hon. 
member had referred to, it woulrl no doubt be a 
very great convenience, provided it did not open 
the door to fraud. But the hon. member would 
see that it was a question not to be replied to 
without great consideration. 

Mr. SA YERS said that, with regard to the 
mail contract which had been referr~d to by the 
hon. member for Carpentaria, the opinion of his 
constituents was that it wrts a very nseful service, 
but they found great hult with its speed. He 
hoped that when the Government c>tme t0 revise 
the conditions of the service they would insist 
on h>tving a faster line of boats, and that, what
ever vessels were employed, they shoulcl be bonnd 
to employ nothing but white labour. The people 
both in the North and in the South were very 
anxious on that question, and when the question 
came before the House it would be fought very 
hard. The country would not object to pav eYen 
a brger subsidy if the mail-boats emr)loyed 
crews of white men only. He believed it would 
be to the advantage of the company in a great 
many ways, as many people objected to go home 
by their boats on >tccmmt of the coloured crews. 

Mr. MURPHY: The Peninsular and Oriental 
Company have coloured crews. 

Mr. SA YERS said he knew they had, but the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company had extra
ordinary accommodation on board their boats, 
which were not to be compared with the boats of 
the British-India Steam Navigation Compm1y. 
He said, without fear of contrndiction, that the 
voice of the country was against the employment 
of coolies on the mail steamers, and he believed 
that at the general election the question had 
Leen put to nearly every hon. member, whether he 
advocated the continuance of the service if it 
employed coloured bbonr ? He hoped the Post
master-General and the Government would take 
the fact into consideration, that the people of 
this colony were trying to do away with that 
labour, and W>tnted when tenders were called 
for another mail contract, to have a clause 
inserted in it stating that none but European 
crews should be employed. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that 
he had already stated that it must be borne in 
mind that the contract had been made several 
years ago, and there had been improvements 
made since. 

Mr. SA YERS : The service is of the past. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that 
there had not been much difference between the 
service and the Peninsular and Oriental service, 
and the Orient line; but those companies h>td 
improved several days since then. It was also 
to be borne in mind that when the contract had 

been entered into it was thought to be a very 
good service, and a 1nercantile service as well as 
a n1ail service. 

Mr. SA YERS : It is a good carrying service 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said it was 
a combined service. It was a useful service in 
supplying the Northern ports as well as Bris
bane, an<l it had been considered a good one, 
although rather slow. The Government, if they 
intended to discontinue that service, would have 
to give notice to the company in :February next, 
and in that event they would have to consider 
the question very attentively. The question 
raised by the hon. member for Charters Towers, 
as to the employment of coloured crews, was one 
that would require consideration, and he thought 
that, probably, before next session the members 
of that Committee would have an opportunity of 
expressing an opinion upon it. 

Mr. STEVENS said that in regard to what 
had fallen from the hon. member for Herhert, 
the suggestion was a really good one, and it 
would be a matter of no great difficulty to open 
up a way by which, in places where there were 
only weekly or fortnightly mails, several persons 
could ao,ociate for the purpose of getting· tele
grams on the lerLcling topics of the d>ty, and the 
Postmaster-General could very easily ascertain 
that they were bona fide. As a guarantee of good 
faith, the telegrams could be directed to the 
rural post office. He knew one country town 
in the interior which had had such a system. 
They formed a small association, but they had 
to pay full rate,, and the scheme proved too 
expensive. He hoped the Postmaster-General 
would give the matter his consideration. 

Mr. HODGKIKSON said that there was a 
very simple way for small townships to get 
telegrams at a cheap rate. There were proper 
commercial channels through which to get press 
telegrams, but it was not the province of the 
Government to sup!Jly them. He had not risen 
to speak on that subject, so much as on the 
Ton-es Straits mail route. The discussion was 
rather premature, as it should be taken on a 
later item, on page SG, but as it had been raised, 
he would take advantage of it. There seemed 
to be some doubt-it might be only in his mind 
-as to whether the Government intended to 
continue the Torres Straits service, whether 
under the present condition~ or fresh ones. The 
>hatter of speed was a simple matter of expense. 
That company had already shown that they were 
al.! le to be in advance of their contract time every 
mail, and, no doubt, if their contract bound 
them to do so, they would be able to increase their 
average speed to anything- that could be fairly 
denmnded. He must say that the best feather in 
the cap of the present leader of the Government 
was the establishment of that mail route. Particu
larly to the North it had proved a great commer
cial feature, and he thought it might be just as 
deeply cherished by the whole of queensland, 
because it made Torres Straits the portal through 
which all the trade of Europe would come to 
these shores, and he trusted that whatever the 
hon. gentleman in ch>trge of the mail con
tracts might determine to do, and whatever 
alterations he might make in the terms of the 
contract, he would never for one moment con
template the discontinuance of the Torres Straits 
route. There was no doubt that the project was 
a matter which had earned for Sir Thomas 
Mcllwraith a great name in the North, and if 
the present Government wished to alienate any 
support they had in the N orth-ancl they had a 
considerable amount of support there- they 
could not do it better than by abolishing the 
present Torres Straits' route. 
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The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said that the 
discussion upon the mail contract should have 
come on when the item, conveyance of mails, 
was before the Committee. When that vote 
came on, they would have to discuss the matter 
all over again. He thought they should confine 
themselves to the Estimate under consideration. 
They might let that pass and get on to the 
others, on which he would like to say a few 
words. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that as 
had bee;n pointed out by the hon. gentleman, it 
would doubtless have been better to have spoken 
only upon the subject before them, but he had 
let it go on, and it had been taken up by other 
hon. members. The hon. gentleman was per
fectly right in saying that they should have con
fined themselves to the Estimate now under 
consideration. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he wished to revert to 
the closing of the North Ipswich Post Office, and 
to ask the Postmaster-General if he would give 
some information as to why the gentleman who 
had been in charge of that office, Mr. Gargett, 
had been removed from Fortitude Valley some 
two years ago ? The Postmaster-General was a 
strangerin the office he knew, but he saw the Under 
Secretary in the gallery, and he wishec1 to 
know something about that particular matter. 
He believed that was the third change which 
had taken place with respect to that gentle
man in a short time, He believed the first 
change had taken place two years ago, when 
he had been asked to take a holiday, or some
thing like it, at South port. The man had been 
twenty-two and a-half years in the Postal De
partment when he was first removed, and he 
was a man of unblemished character and of 
undoubted ability, and a man who had always, 
he believed, given satisfaction in the department. 
After his holiday was over at South port he was 
removed to North Ipswich. In the meantime, 
the new po'<t office at l<'ortitucle V alley was in 
course of erection, and a young gentleman, against 
whom he had not the slightest antipathy-also a 
man of ability, but a man who h~td been a much 
shorter time in the department than Mr. Gargett
was placed in the new building-in charge of the 
second post office in the colony. Mr. Gargett at 
that time had served eighteen and a-half years in 
the department. The gentleman who succeeded 
him appeared by the Estimates to receive in the 
shape of salary £160 a year, as savings bank 
officer £40, and also quarters valned at £40. 
By the way, he noticed there was a wonderful 
difference in the value of quarters-he saw that 
at Rockhampton the qnarters were valued at 
£80. That made the sttlary of the postmaster in 
Icortitude V alley £240. ·while on page G7 of the 
schedulegivingtheamount of money received from 
various officers, hefo•md Mr. Gargettdown at£150 
assalary-£10 below the gentlemetn in Fortitude 
V alley. He had quetrters andlight valued ett £35, 
and £15 for taking charge of the savings:bank. In 
all, he received £200, which was £40 less than the 
amount received by a man who possibly had not 
been more than half the time in the service that 
Mr. Gargett had. 

The POSTMASTER- G l<~NERAL said the 
last removal that officer had was a promotion; 
he would receive a higher salary where he had 
gone to. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he wished to know what 
was the cause of his removal in t.he first instance, 
\V as he incompetent, or was there any charge 
brought against him? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he was 
sorry he could give the hon, member no informa 
tion· on the subject. 

Mr. BARLOW said he would like to add his 
testimony to that of the hon. member for Bun
danba concerni_ng th~ satisfacti_on o~ the pe~ple 
of North Ipswrch wrth the officer m questwn. 
He had some doubt about the wisdom of 
mentioning the names of any officers in the 
service in that Committee; but, as the hon. 
member hac1 mentioned the subject, he would 
say that it would give him great pleasure to he~tr 
of Mr. Gargett's promotion. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he had absolute con
fidence in the fairness of the Postmaster-General, 
but those were matters which occurred before the 
hon. gentleman took office; but it was only fair 
that the Committee and the country should 
know something about those changes and the 
eause of them. Mr. Gargett was a man with a 
family, and had been moved from post to pillar; 
and he considerec1 that men with families should 
be considered before any removals were made. 
Another point he wished to mention was, that 
he saw the superintendent of mails received £550 
a year salary and £50 for a horse. Did he keep 
a horse? and did he require one? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Ye~; 
when on rounds of inspection. 

Mr. G LASSEY said he doubted it very much, 
and would call for papers in regard to the nmtter 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he had 
received the reports of some inspections since he 
had been in the office. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he observed that the 
letter-carriers and others who were bound to keep 
horsa,-and the Postmaster-General must excme 
him for saying that the officer in question was 
not bound to keep a horse so far as his knowledge 
went-in order to di.,charge their daily duties 
received £40 only. \Vhy were such distinctions 
made? One horse required almost as much feeding 
as another, and yet letter-carriers who had long 
rounds, and had to travel long distances over 
broken country, were obliged to keep good horses, 
and sometimes more than one, were only allowed 
£40. He supposed the reason was that one officer 
received £120 a year, and another received £550 
a year. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he did 
not know the reason of it himself. 

Mr. PHILP said there were twelve travelling 
mail officers at £150 each, and he wished to 
know where they were employed. 

The POST:rYIASTER-GENEHAL said they 
were "'ll employed on the Southern and 'vVestern 
and Central lines with the exception of two, who 
would be employed on the Northern line. 

Mr. PHII"P said it was an nnbir thing that the 
Southern ;end Western Rttilway should be pro
vided with travelling mail officers, when there 
was not one provided for the Northern railways. 
A deputation waited upon the Postmaster
General some thne ago in regoxd to the incon~ 
venience of the trains running without travelling 
mail officers. 

The POST:rYIASTER-GE~ERAL said two 
travellint( mail officers had been appointed to 
the Northern line. 

Mr. \V ATSON said there was a case he 
wished to draw the attention of the Postmaster
General to, and that was one which occurred at 
Rockhampton lately, where a young rrmn named 
Robert Bulcock was tried for stealing a let>ter 
found in his pocket, and acquitted. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: He was not 
tried. 

Mr. W ATSON said no true bill was filed 
against him. He hoped the Postmaster-General 
would give the person he had referred to 
his favourable consideration in the inquiry he 
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hoped he would make, He had known him for 
the last twenty-four yetns, and he cnme of a 
very respectable family in Fortitude Valley. 
At the time the letter was found, there 
were three coatH hanging up, and it happened 
that the letter was found in Bulcock's coat. 
Before going to Rockhrcmpton he was three years 
in the Brisbane office, and was much rcppreciated 
hy those with whom he worked. He hoped the 
Postmaster-General would take the case into 
his favourable consideration. He did not believe 
the young man was guilty, because he hacl found 
that it was not in him to go and steal letters from 
the post office. 

The POSTMASTER-GENER2cL said that 
Bulcock was dismiRSed under suspicious cir
curnstances, but the lnte Attorney-General did 
not see his wcty to find a true bill against him. 
He httd the case under inquiry, and in a few days 
hem. members would be very pleased to hear the 
result. 

Mr. Ma:YIASTEH said he had known the 
young man\; parents for the last thirty-two years, 
and he knew that th-,y were very re;pectable 
people. The hon. member for Barcoo laughed 
when the hon. member for lcortitudc Valley, 
l\lr. vVatson, referred to young Bulcock's 
parents as very respectable people, as if there 
were no euch people in the Valley. He 
believed that the young man had tts good a 
character as any young mttn in Brisbane, and he 
thought the late Attorney-General could not have 
had much suspicion, or he would have found a 
true bill. He was . satisfied that the young 
man was perfectly umocent ; that there was 
jealousy in the Rockhampton office because he 
had been sent femu the Beislmne office in the 
place of sorne person who was conrlucting hinuself 
in a very irregular manner. He believed the 
young man was wrongly dealt with, and he 
hoped that the Postmaster-General would see his 
way clear to reinstate him. 

The POSTMASTEll-GENimAL said he 
trusted the case would not he debated further, 
because it was sub judJcc, and he was not able to 
state all he knew about the matter. He had no 
donbt tlmt the result of the inquiry would be 
satisbctory to every hon. member. 

Mr. GLASSEY said there was a gentleman 
clown as an operlttor, who performed his duties 
in the post office~ Mr. Alfred Wright. He was 
in receipt of £360 a year, as would he seen on 
p<Lge 11D in the Blue Book, and it was difficult 
to see why an operator should receive thttt salary, 
more especially when he did not do the work. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL s::tid that 
l\lr. \V right was the re,:eiving officer in Brisbane, 
and had to deal with all the officers connected 
with the receipt and delivery of mailo. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he thought that answer 
was rather shaky. There was another gentle
nmu down as mail officer, with '" salary of £400 
a year. There were two opemtors on the same 
page of the Blue Book, No. 1HI, at salaries £250 
and £22;) a year. 'l'here was a wide difference 
between them and an operator at £350. He 
wished to state distinctly that the gentleman who 
was called "receiver of mail>" did not receive 
the mails. The mails were received ~nd dis
tributed by his subordinate officers, who received 
very inferior salaries. The time was coming when 
those matters would be probed to the bottc)m. 

Question put and passed. 
l~OST AND TELEGHAPH OF.b'lCES. 

The POSTMASTEH-GENERAL moved that 
£10~,355 be granted for the service of the 
year lSSS-9, for Pust and Telegraph Offices. 
Tbe Estimate for postmasters last year was £5,2GO 
and the present estimate was £G,070, there being 
one additional postmaster at £250, one at £200, 

and two at £180. The vote for managers last 
year was £17,865, and the present .Estimate was 
£UJ,085. In 1887 the amount reqmred for opera
tors was £31,G90, and the amount now asked for 
was £3,1,030. Last year the sum of £8,880 was 
required for line repairers in charge, and now the 
sum of £9,3GO was wanted in consequence of the 
appointment of three new officers at £1GO each. 
]'or travelling mail offices the vote in 1887-8 was 
£1,1500, and for the present year £1,800 was re
quired; the appointment of two additional officers 
on the Northern Railway accounting for the in· 
crease of £300. Then therewtts an additional line
repairer at ·£120, making up the total of £9,010 
as against £8,890 for htst year. There was an 
increase in the nurnber nf messengers, n1aking an 
increase in the vote of £'1, 8·10 required for 1888-9, 
as against £3,812 in 1887-8, n1aking an increase 
nf £1,028, and a total increase on the vote of 
£5,2!18. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said there were some 
extraordinary items in the schedule attached to 
that vote. If they looked at page G3 of the 
schedule, they would find under "George
town " the total sal>try of the manager was 
£385, but amongst the items making up that 
amount was the item "Allowance to cover 
extra cost of provisions, £60." Then the line
repairer, whose appetite one would think would 
be fully equal to the postmaster's, and, in 
fact, rather in excess of the postmaster's, as 
he had a good deal more exercise, was only 
allowed £30 to cover extra cost of provisions. 
Then, again, at the Gilbert River, where there was 
no rrutnager1 the line-repairer in charge was 
allowed £-!0 to cover the extra cost of provisions, 
but the unhappy labourer, for the protection of 
the station, only got £25 as his allowance to 
cover the extra cost of provisions to appease his 
appetite. It would appear that the men who 
had to undergo the greatest hardship and the 
greatest physical toil were allowed less to eat 
than the nian whose occupation was sedentary, 
On what principle were those Estimates 
framed? On what grounds could they be 
defended? Could they be defended at all, 
or were they only put clown haphazard? 
There should be an officer of the department 
present to give the information which hon. 
members required. The hon. gentleman was 
himself at all times most courteous, but he had 
that evening to tell a member of that Committee 
that he could not give him the information 
he asked for. He (1\Ir. Hodgkinson) had « 
list of extraordinary things before him in 
connection with the department, for which 
no reason whatever could be given that he 
saw. He could not understand any reason or 
arguments that could be advanced to show why 
the allowance to cover extra cost of provisions 
should be £45 for one man, £25 for another, and 
£GO for a third. Were the capacities of those 
men for fond gauged before they entered the 
department, or on what principle-or was there 
any principle on which the allowance was 
made? 

Mr. GLASSEY said, of course there was a 
principle~and it was the onethatranright through 
the Estimates-that was, that those who were 
highly paid, and dicl very little work, got more 
than a fair share of allowance, while those who 
were paid pour salarie" got more work to do and 
had only about one-half the itllowance granted to 
those who were paid high salaries. He saw there 
were seventy .. four sorters and letter-carriers 
receiving from £100 to £140 a year. He had no 
he,itation in saying that among the hardest
worked men in the colony were those letter
carriers, and some of them were doing that 
drudging work for a paltry sum of £100 a 
year. 
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Mr. SA YERS said he would like to call the 
attention of the Postmaster-General to the bet 
that the pmtmaster at Queen ton was not allowed 
m.:tything for qnarters. Rents up there were very 
h1gh, and a man could not get any sort of a house 
that was fit to live in under 15s. or £1 a week, 
and that officer only received £170 a year. He 
contrasted that man's case with the case of 
messengers in the Government department down 
here, who were voted as much as £70 and £80 
allowance for qun.rters. The officer he referred to 
was kept in his office from 6 o'clock in the morning 
until11 o'clock at night to receive mails, >Lnd he was 
only allowed £170 a year (of which £10 was paid 
by the Railway Department), and received no 
allowance for quarters. He had to pay for his 
qnarters, and to furnish them, getting only £170 
a year. The chances were, that a man in that 
position would be in debt when he got into the ser
vice of the department; he would hardly be able 
to get out of it. The salary paid to such an 
officer need not be a very high one, but it should 
correspond with the important duties of the 
position, and be sufficient to put no temptation 
to be dishone't in the man's way. 

Mr: HODGKINSON said he was quite sure 
that 1f. the hon. gentleman had an opportunity 
of lookmg through the details of the Estim>tte, 
and ~he inconsistencie' in it, he would be as 
surpnsed as he was. He would read the hon. 
member a few more of the inconsistencies in the 
Estimate. The forage allowance, for instance, 
was the same, no matter in what part of the 
colony it was required. ·whether in the extreme 
North, where maize ranged from l:'is. to 30<. '" 
bushel, or at Leyburn, close to an a~ricultural 
di~trict, the allowance was exactly the ~>~me. An 
officer at Georgetown, N ormanton or Gilberton got 
exactly the same allowance for forage as a 
man down here, where a horse could be bought 
for half the money, and forage for one-third of 
the.money, it would cost in the North. Then, 
agam, the man>~ger >~t McDonnell received £80 
allowance to cover extra cost of provisions 
while the line repairer was only >~llowed £40: 
Could the hon. gentleman give any explanation 
of ~hose diff~rences? Was there any basis uvon 
wlnch the Estimate'< were framed ? There did 
not appear to be any system. The delightful 
inconsistency of men in the same place' and 
under the same circumstances drawing different 
allowances was enough to puzzle any m>~n. 

The POSTNIASTER-GENERAL said he 
regretted extremely that the hem. gentleman 
when in office, did not give some ad vice to hi~ 
colleagues about t~>~t matter, as it was his duty 
~o have .done, semng that he possessed such 
mformatwn. He (the Postm>1ster-General) had 
framed those Estimateq ox::tctly as he found 
them. However, with regard to the questions 
asked by the hem. member, he might state that 
there had been a difficulty in some places in 
getting rations. 

Mr. HODGKINSON: There is a difference in 
>~llowances at the same places. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said the 
head men might be married men. 

lVIr. HODGKINSON: So might the line 
repairers. 

The POST.iVL\.STER-GENERAL said line 
repairers were n·ot, because married n1en \vere 
not sent out to those places as line repairers. 
Line repairers in charge 1night be married men 
but that was a different matter. With regaTd t~ 
the grants for forag-e, \'ery few complaints had 
been made about them, because it did not very 
frequently happen that line repairers had to vay 
for forage, as they generally kept a couple of 
horses, and turned them out in a paddock, using 

them turn about. He believed it would take the 
whole of the money they received to feed their 
horses in a bad season like the present, but he 
was assured that usually it did not take anything 
like that amount, and the men actulllly made 
money out of their allowance for forage. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he hoped it would 
not be thought he was pointing out those 
inconsistencies because the hon. gentleman 
happened to have the nnpleas,.,nt function of 
bringing those J<;stim"tes before the Committee. 
He would do the same if they were framed by 
his dearest friend. He knew that heavy charges 
were imposed upon the time of the hon. gentleman, 
especially from the complications that must arise 
when the leader of the Government was unfortu
nately so unwell->~ circumstance they all re
gretted very much-and he simply pointed out the 
inconsistencies, knowing that the hon. gentleman 
would be as surprised as himself when he came to 
look into the matter. There was no system what
ever in the way that allowances for forage were 
made, or they would not find a man at Leyburn 
receiving the sctme as a man at Normanton. In 
the extreme North repairers also ran the risk of 
h::tving- their horses killed by the blacks. He 
(Mr. Hodgkinson) had had such cases brought 
under his notice, and had tried to get the men an 
additional allowance, but hrrd been met with the 
stereotyped reply that it was against the rule 
of the department, and if that request was 
granted they would have similar applications 
from other officers. There was no defensible 
system for those allowances. He had found 
those discrepancies to which he had referred 
after a brief glance at the Estimates that even
ing, and he had no doubt that if he had devoted 
his attention to the matter he could have found 
a thousand more. 

The POSTMASTER - G:ENERAL said if 
those apparent discrep>~ncies were carefully 
looked into they would he found to be more 
imaginary than real. As he had said before, it 
did not happen frequently that line repairers 
had to pay for feed for their horses; in 
fact, they often bought their horses out of 
their allowance. He probably had as much 
knowledge of the interior as any member 
of the Committee, and he never knew line
repairers to pay 1s. for forage in thttt part of the 
colony. With regard to the remarks about 
bl>~cks killing the horses of line-rep>~irers, he had 
heard of no such circumstances. But he could 
inform hon. members that some of the most 
pleasant letters he had received since he had 
been in the department had been letters reoeived 
from a couple of stations in the North, where the 
men had fenced in their places and made pad
docks for their horses in their leisnre time and 
had not asked for "ny allowance. It was a real 
pleasure to him to le>~rn that they had made 
their homes so comfortable in those far out places 
of the world. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he had not yet received a 
reply as to the number of sorters and letter 
carriers who were receiving £100, and how many 
were receiving £140? The Postmaster-General 
said he had not received complaints from any 
persons with respect to forage. He was very 
sorry to have to make complaints. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: You need 
not be sorry so long as I am in the office. 

Mr. G LASSEY said he was very glad to 
hear that, because where there was legitimate 
cause of complaint, the complaint should Le 
heard with respect and properly investigated, 
no matter how humble might be the officer con
cerned. Those sorters and letter carriers had to 
be very attentive to duty, respectful, and intelli
gent, and he would ask the hon. gentleman if he 
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would kindly take the first opportunity of going 
among those men and ascertaining the duties 
they had to perform, the amount of work they had 
to do, and the miserable salaries they received. 
If he did he would probably come down next 
session and give them substantial increases in 
their salaries. 

The POSTMASTER-GENETIAL said he 
regretted that he was not able to put any 
increases on that Estimate for the present year. 
It arose entirely from the financial position of 
the colony. He might take the hon. member a 
little further into his confidence and tell him 
that originally he framed the Estimates with 
substantial increases, but had afterwards to take 
off those increases. \Vith respect to the sorters 
and letters carriers, there were thirty-five receiv
ing £140 a year, five received £130 four £120, 
ten £110, and sixteen £100. ' 

Mr. SA YERS asked if the Postmaster-General 
would take into consideration the ad visableness 
of opening a savings bank at Queen ton? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Yes. 
Mr. SAYERS said that it would he a great 

advantage t.o the people who, when they came to 
town by rarlway, often found the b<tnks closed 
when they arrived. 

The POSTMASTER - GENERAL said he 
would not have the slightest objection. 

Mr. SA YERS said he would ask if the Post
master-General had received :my communication 
from the mail contractor in reference to an allow
ance being made for carrying the rrHtils between 
Townsville and Hergot st,;tion? He had asked 
for an increase of £35. 

The POSTMASTER-GEJ'{ERAL said that 
whenever a route like that was ordered an 
allowance was made. He had had to deal with 
similar cases. 

Mr. SMYTH said he had a grievance against 
the department. Letters arriving at the General 
Post Office addressed to members, on which there 
was anything to pay, were allowed to be there 
sometimes for a fortnight. A great many mem
bers had the same complaint to make. Letters 
should be sent to the House and charged against 
the House or against members. If he stayed at 
an hotel, letters were brought there, and if there 
was anything to pay on them of course they 
were not left nntil the money was paid. He 
would suggest that the boy who was sent for the 
letters should be made an officer of the depart
ment, so that he might be under control. It 
was a great inconvenience to have letters delayed 
in the way they had been from time to time. 

The POSTMASTETI-GEKERAL said no one 
regretted the circumstance more than he did when 
heheardtlmt hon. members' letters were detained, 
but while the post ot~ce had a great nutny sins to 
answer for, that was not a charge that could 
fairly be brought aga-inst it, inasmuch as the 
letters were addressed to the Legislative 
Assembly. The Assembly had a box like a 
private firm, and when letters arrived on which 
there was anything to pay, a card was put in the 
box showing· the amount owing. That had been 
done in the usual Wccty, but there mu;;t have 
been some neglect on the part of the boy 
who had charge of the box. He could not have 
given the information to members that letters 
were lying at the post office for them. The facts 
were not known to him (:Mr. Donaldson) or to 
the post office authorities. The man who had 
charge of the boxes in the post office was 
responsible for the money owing on letters, but, 
in fairness to the department, it must be said 
that they were not responsible for the delay. He 
hoped to take steps to prevent a recurrence of 
what the hon. member complained. 

Mr. MURPHY said, while on that matter, he 
would draw attention to the fact that telegrams 
sent from the hotel opposite were stamped with 
"Belle Vue Hotel." The consequence was that 
correspondents to whom the telegrams were sent 
addressed replied to the Belle Vue Hotel, and 
he was informed that evening that there were 
letters and telegrams lying there for him now. 
Of course his correspondents had sent them there 
seeing the telegrams stamped" Belle Vue Hotel." 
He hoped the Postmaster-General would put an 
end to that. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: That will 
soon be stopped. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said, referring to h' 
previous remarks about cost of forage and rations, 
he would ask the Postmaster-General to look at 
the allowances made at N ormanton, where all 
officers were in the same position. He was 
quite content to leave the matter to the sense of 
justice of the hon. gentleman. 

Question pnt and passed. 

CO.:'i'VEYANCE OF MAILS. 

ThePOSTJ\!IASTER-GENETIAL moved that 
there be granted to Her Majesty, for the service 
of the year 1888-D, a sum not exceeding £1G2,200 
for the conveyance of mails. The vote was £400 
le,,s than last year, and <lid not require to be 
discussed, as hon. members had referred to most 
matter;; in the preceding votes. 

Mr. SMITH said he saw an item of £55,000 for 
"JYiail Service, vi{i Torres Straits." That wa3 the 
time to speak about the service, and he trusted 
when the matter was considered the Government 
would be very careful in dealing with the 
service. He thought it was about the cheapest 
bargain the colony had ever made, and it had done 
more for the progress of the colony than anything 
he knew of. The speed of the mail steamers 
might be increa;;ed, but he hoped the Government 
wonld not di,continue the service. 

Mr. l\IURPHY said there was. no doubt that 
when the JYicilwraith Government contracted 
with the British-India Company for the Torres 
Straits mail service thev did a great benefit to 
Queensland. Although t"hat contract was strongly 
opposed by hon. members oppo;;ite, still he 
thought they would now admit that it was a 
very wise step indeed. But the time had now 
ttrrived when that very British-India Company 
was becoming a very great danger to this 
colony. They were establishing a huge monopoly 
here, which, instead of being an advantage 
to the colony was becoming more and more a 
danger to their producing interests. Any person 
who had read the history of the Britioh-India 
Company knew well the monopoly they lmd 
establiKhed in British India, and the injustice that 
was meted out by that company to itK customers. 
At a port where there was competition they 
would lower their freights to such cm extent as to 
drive that competition away. At other ports, 
where competing steamers did not touch, they 
would make up the whole of the losses incurred 
at competing ports by the heavy freights they 
imposed. That had been going on in British 
India for years. That comrmny was hated 
throughout the length and breadth of that land. 
The Minister for Railways might laugh, but he 
(Mr. Murphy) was stating what was an absolute 
fact-a fact brought under his notice sometime ago 
when he was in India. In fact, officers of that com
pany had told him ;;tories that were almost incred
ible about the way in which they treated the dif
ferent ports in India. That company was gradually 
creeping in here, and the people of the colony 
would soon find them as huge a monopoly as 
they were in India. He therefore warned the 
Government about granting any more sn bsidies 
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to that company. At all events, they should 
call for tendere for their mail contract, and not 
limit it to Torres Straits. There was no fear 
now that the Torres Straits carrying trade would 
be discontinued. It was qnite sufficient to keep 
a line of steamers on our coast, and there need be 
no fear that the British-India Company would 
withdraw from that trade. vVhether they got the 
mail contract or not, there they were fixed, and 
if the Government were not careful they would 
become an incubus that it would be very hard to 
get rid of. If the Government called for tenders it 
might be that they would have Brisbane made the 
final port of call for the Orient and the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company's boats. He rose solely for 
the purpose of impressing on the Government the 
fact of t.he gr~at clanger that was springing up in 
connectiOn wtth that monopoly, and the necessity 
of counteracting it, by calling for tenders fur their 
mail service. He was sure that if they did so 
some of the other gre>tt carrying companies 
would tender for it. 

Mr. UNMACK said he was very glad to be 
able, for once, to agree with the hon. member for 
Barcoo, who had really expressed himself in a 
manner which was highly creditable to him and 
which would be endorsed by very many of the 
thinking part of the community. There was one 
thing, however, in which he was mistaken. The 
colony had no dealings with the British-India 
Company, but with an association calling them
selves" The British-India Association." 

Mr. MURPHY : It's the same thirg. 

Mr. UNMACK said he believed that really 
they w.e~e the ~ame men ; still it was nut really 
the Bnt1sh-Indta Company. He was not aoino· 
into the matter at length, because he had ref~rred 
to it on the Address in Reply to the Opening 
Speech. He only wanted to express his hope 
that the Government would take the question in 
hand at an early date, so that they might call 
for tenders, and be able to lay them before the 
House next session, in order that hon. members 
miii~t have an opportunity of expressing their 
optmons upon them. He was certain that if 
tenders were called, many advantageous offers 
would be made. The more competition they had 
in a matter of that sort, the better for the country. 
As the hon. member for Barcoo had said, thei·e 
was not the slightest fear of the British-India 
Association relinquishing the Queensland trade 
which had become a very profitable one to them: 
The very fact that they were going in for larger 
boats, and a larger fleet, was sufficient proof that 
it paid them .. Certainly, they had received a 
handsome subs1dy-between £GO,OOO and £70 000 
--for the last eight or nine years, and o~o·ht 
now to be able to stand upon their own resour~es 
without any subsidy. Still he would have no 
objection to grant tliem the contract, provided it 
was gained by open competition. !f tenders were 
called for he did not care whether that company or 
any other got the contract. He was sure that if 
the Government did call for tenders they would 
get plenty of competition, and he hoped they 
would give timely notice through the Agent
General, so that when the House met next ses
sion the tenders would be before hon. members 
and they could select which they considered th~ 
best in the interests of the colony. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he was very glad the hon. 
member for Barcoo had raised that question and 
he hoped the Government were not goin'o- to 
nurse th>tt monopoly-the British-IndiaComJ~any 
-any longer. It was a monopoly and nothin" 
else. Not satisfied with being a carrying corn~ 
pany, subsidised by the Government 'they must 
enter into competition with people 'trading on 
our coast by carrying and tendering to supply 
coal from Brisbane to our Northern ports. What 

benefit did Brisbane receive from that company 
None at all. On the contrary, it was a great 
injury to Brisbane. 
Ho~OURABLE MEMBERS: No, no l 
Mr. ANNEAR said it was an injury to Bris

bane. vVhat benefit was it to Brisbane to have 
those vessels coming here compared with vessels 
that had white sccilors? The Lascar sailors 
emjJloyed on those boats spent no money 
among't the people of Brisbane. He would give 
an instance. Put a British ship alongside the 
wharf on a Sundrty, and a British-India boat 
alongside it. If a British sailor was found going 
on shore with contraband goods in his possession 
he would be at once arrested by a Customs-house 
officer, but the men belonging to the ships of the 
British-India boats were selling contraband 
goods every Sunday in Brisbane. He contended 
that the £()0,000 subsidy to that company was for 
the benefit of theN orth alone. It re,nlted in no 
good, but in injury to Brisbane, and he hoped 
the Government would stop it. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Stop it at 
Townsville. 

Mr. ANNEAR said if they did stop it at 
Townsville, or any other port they should treat 
the company in the sttme way as they treated 
other companies-How>trd Smith's Company
or sailing ships coming· here. The British-India 
boats paid no light dues, no harbour dues, no 
pilotage--in fact it possessed a monopoly not 
enjoyed by any other company in the colony. 
He sincerely hoped the Government would call 
for tenders, and perhaps it might result in the 
Orient Company, with its stNtmers manned by 
white crews, making Brisbane their terminus. 
He believed that one boat like the "Orizaba" 
spent more money in Sydney in one week than 
all the ships of the British-India Company spent 
in Queensland in one month. They did not even 
buy their C<Jal in Queensland; a large proportion 
of it was sent up from Newcastle, and taken on 
board on the coast. If the Government wished 
to retain the good feeling of a large majority of 
the people, they would prevent the British-India 
Company from continuing its monopoly. 

Mr. LISSNER said the Torres Straits mail 
service had proved a great boon not only to to the 
North, but to Brisbane. Brisbane was not much 
known until those steamers made their terminus 
at Brisbane. As to the allegation of the 
hon. member for Maryborough that £60,000 a 
year was spent for the North, he begged to deny 
it. He hoped that fair play would be given to 
the North as well as to Brisbane, and that could 
only be done by continuing a mail service through 
Torres Straits. As to the British-India Steam 
Navigation Company getting· their coals from 
Newcastle, it was very well known that they 
had entered m to a contract for 120,000 tons of 
coal from Ipswich. Perhaps the hon. member 
would like the company to have got their 
coals from Burrum ; but unfortunately the 
geographical position of Burrum did not suit. 
He did not say the country should accept a 
contract without competition ; but the Brittsh
India Company were getting quite as civilioed as 
the other great ocean r.teamship companies, and 
were already putting on larger and faster vessels; 
and if the Government insisted upon it they 
could give as quick a service as the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company, or the Orient Company, 
neither of which companies, he was certain, 
would ever come through Torres Straits. He 
trusted the Government would con,ider the 
matter birly for both North and South, and give 
the North that consideration which it deserved 
at their hands or those of any other Government. 

Mr. vVATSON said that if ever there was 
a good action done to the North, it was the 
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est[tblishment of the British-India service. Pre
vious to that, all the goods in theN orth were sup
plied from Melbourne to Sydney, from Sydney to 
Brisbane, and from Brisbane to the variuue ports 
on the coast ; and the goods themselves were 
often the refuse of Great Britain. Under the 
new arrangement the North received the first
fruits of great freetrade England, and goods 
fonnd their way to the Northern ports six weeks, 
occasionally, before they reache:l Brisbane. The 
British-India mail service had been a distinct 
benefit to tbe North. It had not been such a great 
benefit to Brisbane. Fonr or five years ago there 
were to be seen in Brisbane barques of from 
fiOO to 1,200 tons, with an average of thirty 
men in each-Englishmen, who spent a con
siderable portion of their earnings in Brisbane. 
·what did they see at present? For twelve 
white sailors who came ashore now to spend their 
money there were 600 in those days, and the 
country was overrun with Cingalese and others 
selling contmband goods. There were few of 
those fine young seamen coming to the port 
now, because the trade of the sailing vessels had 
been absorbed by the British-India Company's 
steamers. 

Mr. DRAKE said he should be glad if the 
Postmaster-General would give the Committee 
an assurance that the Government would not 
enter into any other ocean mail contract until 
the House had had an opportunity of considering 
the tenders that might be sent in for that 
purpose? He should like to express nn opinion 
on the matter before any decision was come to, 
and if such an assurance were given the present 
discussion might very well be postponed until 
that time. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said it was 
not possible for the Government to give such an 
assurance as that, because the matter would have 
first to be considered. The Government were 
quite willing to take the responsibility of their 
actions. He might say that he had consulted 
with the Premier upon the subject, and it would 
receive their most careful consideration. He had 
not the slightest doubt that the Gcvernment 
would act in such a way as to meet with the ap
proval of the Committee. He would venture to 
say that there would be no renewal of the 
contract until the meeting of Parliament next 
session, but further information should not be 
asked of him, so that there would be ample 
opportunity of discussing the matter. Hon. 
members could not expect the assuranc« that 
any tenders which might be received would be 
submitted to Parliament. In any case, the 
Government would take the responsibility of 
their actions, if they called for tenders. That 
wtts a big question, and it was one which would 
receive the clue considertttion of the Government. 
Speaking for himself, he must say that no one 
was more opposed to a monopoly than he was. 
He had not the slightest sympathy with mono
polies, but the matter might very well be left in 
the hands of the Government. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said the Government 
would have to give notice to the British-India 
Steam Navigation Company. They had been 
told that next session would begin about May, 
and the Government must give notice to the 
British-India Steam Navigation Company in 
]'ebruary next, if they intended to discontinue 
that service, tts the company was entitled to 
twelve months' notice. If the Government 
allowed next February to pass they would have 
to continue· the service for another twelve 
months. He was quite prepared to leave the 
broad question of the Torres Straits route in the 
hands of the Government, for he would not look 
upon the tenure of any Government, however it 
might be formed, as likely to be very firm if 

once they put an end to the direct communica
tion with Great Britain through Torres Straits. 
However divided the Northern members might be 
upon Rome subjects, they would be united on 
that point. 

Mr. DRAKE said he did not wish it to be 
understood that he was opposed to the Torres 
Straits mail route. He thought grea,t good had 
resulted from the initiation of that route, and 
whatever service they might have in the future, 
he hoped they would have a line of steamers 
travelling· by that route; but he thought there 
was one important question for the Government 
to consider in calling for tenders, and thttt was to 
make it an absolute condition tha,t the ships 
should be manned with white crews. The feeling 
of the country wa• very strong in that direction, 
and it certainly would not be advisable to make 
a contract with any company whose vessels were 
manned by coloured crews. 

Mr. GLASSEY said that he had gathered from 
the remarks ofthehon. gentleman that Parliament 
would meet in May next. \Vas it not possible 
for the Government to call Parliament together 
earlier than that, so as to let the country know 
whether they intended to renew the contract before 
the colony \vas committed to it? He though~ Par
liament should be consulted upon that particular 
question, as it involved ~he lab;mrques~ion. ~e 
sincerely hoped that, w1th a view of stimula~mg 
their local coal industry, they should consider 
whether any company carrying their mails, and 
which was subsidised with their rr,oney, ought 
not to burn their coals. As the hon. member 
for Enoggera had st~ted, they should have white 
men to man their ships. 

Mr. MURPHY said there was one thing he 
would like to point out to hon. gentlemen who 
were arguing in favour of white c;rews. Alt_hough 
he was strongly in favour of white crews 1!1 the 
ships, they must realise the effect of the 
vessels tradin~ with white crews. If they 
forced those steamers to carry white crews, 
they would have the Messageries ships coming 
here, and carrying goods at a less freight than 
the colony's mail steamers could afford, and 
they wouid thus have the whole tmde of the 
colony carried in foreign ships, manned by 
coloured crews. Those vessels would carry at 
less freight than their own British vessels, unless 
they subsidised them to such an exte_nt as to 
make it profitable for them to carry wlute crews 
and goods at the same rate as those other fore!gn 
vessels carrying black crews. It was a questwn 
that had to be looked into, as they did not wish 
to see foreign lines of vessels, carrying coolie 
crews, cutting out their mail comp;my. 

Mr. MORGAN: You are subsidising one now, 
but not the others. 

Mr. MURPHY said theY must remember that 
the foreign companies wer"e subsidised by their 
Governments at a much higher rate than the 
colony subsidised its line. The Messageries 
line and the North German Lloyd's both received 
a verymuchlarger subsidy for carrying mails than 
the British-India Steam Navigation Company. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 
£10,000 a month. 

Mr. MURPHY said the effect of what the 
hon. gentlemen on the ot?er side pro1~osed 
would be that the Messageries and the North 
German Lloycl's would get all the trade, although 
they carried coolie crews, and British ships 
would be driYen out of the trade altogether. 

Mr. HODGKINSON: The North German 
Lloyd's carry European crews. 

Mr. l\IURPHY said they carried coolie crews, 
and the Messageries line carried coolie crews 
also. 
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The North 
German Lloyd's carry white crews. 

Mr. MURPHY said the hon. gentleman 
informed him that the North German Lloyd's 
carried white men. He had been on boarrl of 
some of their vessels, and he knew that, at all 
events, they carried coolie firemen ; that he was 
sure of. Nearly all the vessels going through 
the Rerl Sett tmding with the East, except the 
Orient Company, carried coolie crews. 

Mr. GROOM: The Peninsular and Oriental 
Company have promised to do the same. 

Mr. MURPHY: So far as Australia is con· 
cerned, they ha Ye not agreed to it. 

Mr. GROOM : According to the latest tele
grams, they have agreed to do the same. 

Mr. MURPHY said so much the better. 
He only hoped they would all follow the sttme 
course and ha Ye white crews; bnt in studying 
the mtttter they had to study it from all points 
of view, and not rush hastily into it. They 
should not put a ban upon any line of steamers 
carrying coolie crews unless they were prepared 
to pay very her~vily for it. Of course the 
Government, in looking at the matter, had to 
look r~t it from all points of view. He was 
not at all hostile to the Torres Straits route; 
he was only pointing out the danger of the Gov
ernment lending themselves to the creation of a 
huge monopoly. He knew the benefit that route 
had been to the North, anrl, sp<•aking as a 
shipper from Rockharnpton, it would be ~.great 
loss if they were to lofle the British-India 
steamers, or if they lost the Torres Straits route ; 
but at the present moment there were thousands of 
bales of wool lying at the Central ports which the 
British-India Company could not take away, 
and the effect of the monopoly was that all sailing 
vessels had ceased tocometothoseports, and there 
were no means of getting their produce away at 
all. In fact the steamers could not take a great deal 
of the wool away for some months to come, and 
what they were taking away they were taking 
away r~t an enormous freight-a freight equal to 
lf> per cent. upon the total value of the produce 
they took away. Of course he was interested 
in that matter, because he was one of the 
sufferers by it, and that was how those things 
were brought home to them most nearly. He 
·wiHhed to -show the great danger there \vas of 
that company becoming a huge monoply. It 
had become a monopoly already, but it might 
become more so. It was only feeling its way at 
present. It wtts only beginning to stretch out 
feelers \n all directions, and would buy up one 
comprtny after another, and the colony would 
find those feelers round them like an octopus 
before long, which would strangle all its interests. 
The Government would have. to be cttreful how 
they dealt with that company. They were 
paying them £55,000 a year f01· the conveyance of 
mails, and that was not all they paid. They had 
to pay £23,000 for the conveyance of mails in other 
ways, and he hoped the Government would have 
no consideration whatevAr for the British-India 
Company, but would call for tenders in England, 
giving time if necessary to another company to 
build ships for that spccir~l trade. That was done 
in a great many other ocean contracts, and he was 
sure that if the Government called for tenders 
from the whole world they would "oon have 
another line through Torres Straits competing 
with the British-India Company and breaking up 
the present monopoly. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he had no doubt 
that public sentiment would demand that coloured 
crews should be done away with. It was a great 
question with judges which were the most econo
mical, taking into consideration the question of 

insurance, and other matters. He knew theN orth 
German Lloyd's were employing white crews, for 
the reason that it was an important condition of 
their receiving a subsidy from the German Govern
ment that white crews should be employecl, be
cause one of the great objects of federated 
Germany wc~s to build up a mwal power. 
Behind 'the qnc,tion of money, which was not 
the be-all and end-all of existence, there was 
the question of nrttionality, r~ml making the 
crews reliable in the moment of national disas
ter, leaving alon~ the higher question-the text 
of all Anstralians-that was, that Australia was 
a white man's country. "He quite agreed with 
every word thr~t had been spoken by the hon. 
member for Barcoo about the danger of a 
monopoly by the British-India Company. That 
hon, member W[IS evidently acquainted with 
the subject, and he would corroborate every 
word he said. One of the great things which 
helped to make that monopoly was the employ
ment of coloured labour. If they were com
pelled to employ only white labour, that 
monopoly would soon cease. They were able to 
do their own loading in the Northern ports, and 
were able to drive every competitor from the 
field. Of comse it was not advocated by any 
member of the Committee that the British-India 
Company should have a, monopoly ; all that was 
asked by the Northern members was th:tt it 
should be recognised by the Government that the 
Torres Straits route was the one e"'>ential to the 
prosperity of the colony. They could make 
what other conditions they liked, and the first 
should be to debar the employment of coloured 
la bonr under any circumstances, rtnd, with that 
restriction, throw open the contract to the 
world. 

Mr. MURPHY srtid he did not wish the 
Committee to think that he was in favour of 
coloured labour in any way ; but he was only 
pointing out that there were other things to be 
looked at about the question than the employ
ment of coloured hcbour. He was afraid that 
they might throw the trade open to foreign 
vessels inster~d of into the hands of British 
people. He was distinctly in favour of having 
ships mC~nned by British sailors. He would 
sooner s:til in a ship manned by British srtilors 
than in a ship manned hy Lascars. Then there 
was another thing. If they called for tenders, 
and insisted upon the employment of British 
sailors, they would be sure to have a company 
to compete with the British-India, Company. 

Mr. GLASSEY said it might strengthen the 
hands of th({ Committee to know that a very large 
number of Southern members were favourable to 
the Torr('S Straits route. He himself should cer
tainly favour the 'rorres Straits route, although 
he represented a Southern constituency. It had 
been a very great boon to the colony, particularly 
to the North. But on the question of coloured 
labour he rtnd others would fight to the end, and 
if it were continued, there would be the greatest 
storm ever witnessed in the colony. 

Mr. SMYTH said they might not have 
heard so much about colomed labour had it not 
been for that so-called trades unionism. They 
had had a great deal to do with it, and the 
unions had been great tyrants in the colony 
lately. They killed the old Au,;trabsbn Steam 
Navigr~tion Company, who employed nothing 
but white bbour-cooks, stewards, and every
body else. They drove out the company that 
was competing. If they went in fur white 
labour upon steamers it would be a very 
awkward question where to draw the line. They 
hardly ever saw white cooks. They were either 
Afric[lns or coloured men of some sort ; white 
men would not take the billPt. He would be 
glad to see white sailors on board of those ships, 
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so that in case of war they could call them in to 
assist. No one was in favour of coloured labour. 
Shipowners had been treated in a most tyrannical 
manner, and poor persons and widows who had 
small amounts of money invested in the Austral
asian Steam Navigation Company lost all they 
had through the operations of that tyrannical 
organisation. 

Mr. PHILP said he must protest against the 
assertions made by the Southern members, who 
talked about making Brisbane the terminus of a 
line ~·it! Sydney. Any line which did not come 
via Torres Straits would be strenuously ·opposed 
by all Northern member,s. No doubt the present 
servicehaddoneagreatdealof gootl to theN orthe.rn 
paTt of the colony. It was now using some 4,000 
tuns of Brisbane coal every week, and that was 
not because Newcastle coal conld not be obtained. 
Queensland only imported 16,000 tons of coal last 
yeaT, and that went to the Northern ports for the 
gas companies there. In bis opinion the question 
of black and white labour should not have 
cropped up in the debate ; and it would not cost 
1s. more to employ white men on steamers than 
black men. 'fhe Orient Company ::md German 
Lloyd's were now running regularly to the other 
colonies with white cTews, 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
might state, on behalf of the Govemment, that 
they had no intention cif accepting any tendeT 
dealing with any mail seTvice foT the benefit of 
Queensland that did not come thTOugh Torres 
Straits. 

Mr. SAYERS said he would have liked to 
hear the Colonial Secretary say, at the same time, 
that the Government would deal with no com
pany that did not employ white seamen. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
thought the hon. member would see the inexpe
d.iency of asking such a question at the pTesent 
time. 

Mr. PHILP said that if the PostmasteT
General called fm tenders for ships nunned by 
British seamen only he would not get a single 
company to tender. All the sailing vessels, and 
nearly all the steameTs, coming to the colony were 
manned by Norwegians and Swedes. 

Question put and passed. 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
£63,584 be granted for the service of the year, 
1888-9, fOT Miscellaneous Services. The increase 
of £2,000 in the first item was not only 
on account of the increase in the number 
of offices, but also on account 'of the in
creased business, which justified increases in 
salaries in many offices. !Cor repairs to build
ings, furniture, and fittings, another £1,000 was 
required. Many post offices, especially in the 
country districts, were veTV much in need of 
repairs. li'oT mail bags, ur!iforms, forage, and 
incidentals an additional £1,500 was required, 
because last year the amount asked foT did 
not coveT the expenditure. The £1,000 for 
advertising was the same as last year. The 
vote for instruments and battedes was £10,000, 
as against £6,000 last year, owing to the increased 
number of instruments TequiTed. Nearly all the 
items had been discussed dming the evening in 
connection with the votes. 

l\'i:T. GLASSEY said that som6l time ago he 
drew the attention of the Postmaster-General to 
the necessity for better postal facilities at Bun
danba, and he must say he was disappointed at 
the reply he received. Probably the demands 
were excessive, but the district was entitled to 
some consideration, and if the department had 
met the people of the district in a reasonable 
manner, they might have abandoned some of 

their demands. What they asked for, was a 
central office at Bundanba, with a money-onler 
office attached, and a daily delivery to the various 
villages in the district. Since then he had gone 
fully into the matter and taken the numbeT of 
houses in the 1·arious townships snrrounding Bun
danba proper, 11.nd he found that at Blackstone 
there weTe SG houses; at Silkstone, SG houses ; 
at Booval, 66 house'; at Bundanba proper, 92 
houses ; between Bundanda and Dinmore, 16 
houses; at Dinmore proper, 31 houses ; at New 
Chum Colliery, 35 houses and 8 tents ; at Dimnore 
Pottery, 17 houses. The total number of houses 
was 463, and there was in those townships a 
population of 2,266 persons. The distTict was 
a gTOwing one, and the people ought to have 
better postal facilities, therefore he hoped the 
Postmaster-General would reconsider the matter 
and grant their reqnest. He could speak at 
length on the question, but he did not wish to 
take up the time of the Committee at such a late 
hour. 

'L'he POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that 
when the application came before him he went 
fully into it and had reports from the postmaster 
at Ipswich, Booval, and the other stations men
tioned by the hon. member, and he found that no 
one in the distTict had to send more than half-a
mile fm letters, and that the amount of cones
pondence was astonishingly smallfDT the number 
of houses. If he had granted the application it 
would have run the department enormously into 
debt, because there was hardly a place in the 
colony that would not make a similar demand. 
He would look into the matter again if the hon. 
member wished, but he wouldnothesitatetogive 
him the same answer unlesd he could show very 
good proof why he should give a different 
ans·wer. 

Mr. GLASSEY said the figures he had pTo
duced showed thev were entitled to some con
sideratiOn ; and he was sure theT" weTe many 
places where the population was much less that 
had better postal facilities. As to theiT not 
having to send more than half a mile fOT letters, 
in some cases people theTe had to ser.d more than 
two miles for their letters, and there was no 
doubt it was extremely dangerous to send children 
to the railway station for letters. He had no 
doubt many of the station-masters reported 
adversely upon the establishment of a central post 
office in the district, as it would depTive them 
of the small adclitions to the miserable salaries 
which they received from the railway depart
ment. In spite of that fact, the station-master at 
Bundanba, who knew the place, reported favour
ably upon the establishment of a central office 
there, though he would probably lose by it to the 
extent of £18 a year, the amount he rec~ived 
from the Post Office DepaTtmwt. 

Mr. PHILP said he had to direct attention to 
one matter that had not been referred to, and 
that was that all stOTes Tequired in the depart
ment had to be obtained from BTisbane, and in 
some cases the cost of freight was a good deal 
moTe than the value of the stOTes. Officers in 
the interiOT, he thought, ought to be entrusted 
withafewpoundsto buywhattheywanted. There 
was a gre.at waste of money in importing telegraph 
material fromhomefor lines constructed up North. 
All the material, insulators, wires and so on, were 
brought to Brisbane first, and a contractoT fm a 
telegraph line in the North had to get all those 
things from Brisbane, and had to pay from £2to 
£3 a ton freight more on them than he would 
have to pay if they were shipped in the first 
instance to the nearest pmt. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 
sme the Postmaster-Geneml agreed with him 
when he said that what had fallen horn the hon. 
member for Townsville deserved a great deal of 
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attention from the Government. He did not 
think the department had been altogether run 
on commercial principles. But now they had a 
commercial man at the head of the department, 
he felt sure he would look into that matter and 
see that the public did not suffer loss in that 
way, as he was afraid they had suffered in the 
past. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he 
could promise that the material required for the 
construction of telegraph lines in the North 
would not first of all be brought down to Bris
bane. 

Mr. GROOM said he agreed with the Colonial 
Secretary that the department did require a little 
stirring up. He had been given to understand 
that if only a three-legged stool was wanted in 
some office in the interior, it was sent up from 
Brisbane at about six times the cost of the 
article. He had heard of an amusing case where 
a very important part of the out-houses required 
at a telegraph station was built in Brisbane and 
sent out, and even the very stumps upon which 
the structure was to be erected were despatched 
from Brisbane, a distance of he did not know how 
many miles. There was no doubt the department 
required thorough re-organisation, as it was 
defective in many ways, more particularly in the 
delivery of message,~. That was not so bad 
in his experience now as it had been twelve 
months ago; but about twelve months ago 
the incompetence of some of the operators in 
Toowoomba was remarkable, and they had some
times to get telegrams repeated from Brisbane. 
Anyone connected with the Press would under
stand that difficulty where there were long 
messages of over 500 words sent. Further, 
the writing was of the most miserable des
cription, and would disgrace a school boy. 
The Colonial Secretary was right when he said 
the department had not been conducted on com
mercial principles, and he sincerely hoped that 
some improvement would be made now that 
they had a business man at the head of the 
department. 

Question put and passed. 

METEOHOLOGICAL BHANCH. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
the sum of £1,GOO be gr:1nted for the meteoro
logical branch. Hon. members would observe 
that Mr. \V ragge's salary had been increased from 
£400 to £500, and he thought no hon. member 
who had watched the work of that gentleman 
would grudge him the increa•e. He was at the 
head of his professic n in the colonies, and did 
most valuable work. It was necessary he should 
have a trained assistant, and his assistant's salary 
had also been increased. There was a con
siderable increase in the amount for the 
purchase of instruments and contingencies. 
They knew th:1t in Queensland no proper 
provision had been made for a meteorological 
station, and the vote for the purch:1se 
of instruments would probably be an increasing 
amount for the next couple of years, until the 
colony was properly supplied in that respect. 
The vote for that purpose had been incre:1sed 
from £450 to £600, and the total increase on the 
vote, which he did not think anyone would 
grudge, was £600. 

Question put and passed 
AUDITOH-GENERAL. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved th:1t 
the sum of £G,965 be granted for th~ Auditor
General's department. The vote occupied a 
peculiar position on the Estimates, as the gentle
man they had to deal with stood as it were 
between the Government and Parliament, or 
between the Government and the country. The 
estimate had been slightly increased, but before 
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going on with it he might say that the leader of 
the Opposition had stated that the increases shown 
were approved of by him, and agreed to by him, 
and if it were not almost a formal matter, 
he would not have asked the Committee to 
agree to the vote at that hour of the 
night. The only increases were in the direction 
of increasing the powers of inspection by the 
Auditor-General, and that being so, and the facts 
being :1s he had stated, he moved the vote, and 
he might add that he did not propose to go 
further with the Estimates that night. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE

TARY, the CHAII\MAN left the chair, reported· 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again tu
lnorrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The COLONIAL SECllETARY said: Mr. 

Spettker,-I move that this House do now 
adjourn. The tirst business to-morrow will be 
the consideration of the Bill to empower the 
Governor in Council to authorise the Colonial 
Treasurer of Queensland to advance, by way of 
loan, a sum not exce"ding £40,000 from the 
public funds to the council of the municipality 
of Brisbane. Then, after the formal motion, 
which I take it will be of the third rending of the 
l\IarsujJials Destruction Act Continuation Bill, 
it is proposed to take the Brisbane Water Supply 
Bill in committee, and after that to go on with 
Supply. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at sixteen minutes to 12 

o'clock. 




