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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Friday, 26 October, 1888. 

Questions.-Case of Mr. Walsh.-Motion for Adjourn­
ment~1'hc case of Emma Barrett.-l\iotion for 
Adjournment- The case of Capt~Lin \.Vright.­
Marsuphtls Destruction Act Continuation llill­
committce.-Supply-resumption of committee.­
Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 

3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
Mr. GANNOJ'\ asked the Secretary for Rail­

ways-
Is it a fact that tbc Government propose to continue 

the Valley Railway to Mayne, and are making arrange­
ments to that effect P 

The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. H. M. Nelson} replied-

Not at present. 
Mr. PALMER asked the Secretary for Rail­

ways-
If he will consider the advisablcncss of orllcring a 

survey of a raihvay from Burkctown southwanls 
towards Camoowcal r 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

Yes. 
Mr. ADAMS asked the Secretary for Rail­

ways--
1. Is the perman~nt survey of the first section of the 

Bundaberg-towards-Gladstone railway complete? 
2. If so, 'vhen will tenders be invited for its construc­

tion? 
3. If not, is it the intention of the Government to 

invite tenders for it.s construction when the survey is 
complete, aud how long is it contemplated to take to 
complete the survey!-' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

1. Ko. 
2. No. 
3. It is expected that the survey of the first seetion, 

about 32 miles, will be ready about the cud of the year, 
but tenders cannot be invited until the "\Vorking vlans 
are ready~1n·obably in about three mouths frorn date. 

CASE OF MR. W ALSH .. 
Mr. PAUL presented the report, together with 

minutes of evidence, of the Select Committee 
appointed to inquire into the case uf Mr. W alsh, 
and moved that it be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

MOTION :FOR ADJOUHNMENT. 
THE CASE O>' EMMA BARRE'l"r. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said: Mr. Speaker,­
I riile to bring a certain case under the notice 
of the Colonial Secretary, and I shall conclude 
with the usual motion. On the 25th October, 
1887, a man named Thomas Barrett, with 
a girl passing under the name of Enuna 
Barrett, and presumed to be his daughter, 
arrived at Thursday Island as full-paying 
steerage passengers in the steamship" Dorunda," 
and from 'rhursday Island they proceeded to 
Croydon. At Thursday Isbnd a person named 
Martha :Ford received a complaint from the girl 
that she was suffering from diarrhcea. They 
remained at Normanton for a short time, and 
arranged with a carrier named Carr to convey 
them to the Croydon Goldfield. During the 
journey the man, Thomas Barrett, became jl'"lous 
and D,nnoyed at certain attentions paid to the girl 
by Carr, and [tt one stage on the road, in order 
to separate the girl from Carr, he left the waggon 
in which they had been travelling and made 
other arrangements for arriving at Croydon. 
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When they arrived at Croydon the man started 
an aerated waters rna.nufactory in a s1nall 
shanty, and solu lemonade and drinks of 
that nature. There is no evidence in the 
case to prove that there was any quarrelling 
between the uece:tsed, J<~mm:t Barrett, and her 
presumed father, but there is very strong evidence 
that Thomas Barrett had, on several occasions, 
threatened this man, Carr, that if he found him 
hanging about his tent, or trying to obtain inter­
views with the girl, he would st.!it his head open 
with a tomahawk. I mention these circum­
stances to prove a motive for the succeeding 
transaction-that is, jealousy existed in this 
man's mind with regard to Carr. This man, Carr, 
I may say, bears the highest character in 
the district, and there is not the slightest 
doubt that credence will be given to his 
statement, corroborated by one witness, that 
he had engaged to mttrry this girl on 
Saturday, 8th .January, 1888. On two or 
three occasions prior to that date the girl made 
complaints to certain parties in the neighbour­
hood that her reltttions with Thomas Berrett 
were unsatisfactory, in conse'luence of the 
addreso,es paid to her by Carr. There is no 
doubt this couple, whate~er their real relations 
were, were either living as rnan and rnistress or 
were living in a state of incest. On more 
than one occasion the girl had stated that 
Barrett was neither her father nor her hus­
ba.nd, nor would he ever be her husband. At 
the same time, it was a well-known fact to the 
neighbours, owing to the arrangements of the 
tent and circumstance.s which I rieed not detail, 
that this couple were living on terms of extreme 
intimacy. At half-past 6 on the morning of the 
tith January, 1888, tbe girl, Emma Barrett, 
was seen by respectable witnesses at the back 
of the tent evidently collecting firewood for 
domestic purposes. At or about 11 o'clock 
Detective Lawrence, owing to certain suspicions 
which had been excited, visited the tent. He 
did not g·o inside, but he heard moans issuing 
from the interior of the tent, and ultimately, the 
attention of the neig-hbours having been excited, 
the man, Thomas Barrett, proposed to go to town 
to get medical assistance. He called upon Dr. 
O'lJoherty, who had just returned from a 
jonrney. He did not represent to the doctor 
that the case was one of vital importance, 
and the doctor did not arrive at the tent until a 
very few minutes before the girl's decease. 
Immediately the girl died the man, Thomas 
B:wrett, was arrPstedformurder, and after inquiry 
before the local bench, was committed to take his 
trial at the Supreme Court, Normanton, some 
time about the 7th or 14th May. It came out 
very distinctly in evidence that there was a 
motive for the crime-if a crime was committed­
in the jealousy apparent between Barrett and 
Carr. It also came out that for some time, some 
two or three days prior to the decease of this 
unfortunate girl, the mttn, Barrett, spread a 
report in the neighbomhood that she was in the 
hal1it of drinkingtoexc<'><Sand taking-doses of mnr­
phia, or prepttrations of opium in different forms. 
Every witness who was examined at the inquest, 
and also at the first trial Lefore the magistrates, 
contradicted this, and the evidence amounted to 
this-that, although the girl had suffered very 
slight illnesses, evidently caused by rapid 
transitions from one climate to another, and 
in form of life, tha.t she was a particularly 
cheerful girl, and, in the opinion of tho'e 
witnesses, one of the last who was dis­
vosed to commit suicide, and th;1t she was 
extremely well develoved am! vigorous, and 
enjoyed more than the average state of health. 
There \Vere certa.in suspicious circn1nstances 
connected with the death. In the first place, at 
8 o'clock in the morning of the 6th January, the 

date of her death, moans were heard from the 
tent by people passing in the vicinity; and a 
little girl, who called to get change for some 
notes, also testified to the fact that she heard 
the moans of a woman or child inside. It was a 
remarkable fact that within a 'luarter or half 
an hour after the detective had left the tent, at 
11 a. m., about two hours befnre her death, this 
little girl, about nine years of age, and a very in­
telligent child, whose evidence was, perhaps, the 
very best that could have been produced, swore 
that she saw this man, Thomas Barrett, walk from 
the tent ttnd place a package under a rubbish 
heap. This fact was related to the detective, and 
the little girl took the detective to the spot, and 
after examination he found the bundle, which 
contained several bottles. The result of the 
magisterial inquiry was the committal of the 
prisoner, Barrett, for trial at the ensuing Supreme 
Court Assizes at N ormanton. I may state, 
before going on to the next subject, that !Jr. 
O'Doherty, who made the post rnortem examma­
tion, deposed that he first saw the deceased at 
1 o'clock p.m. Now, the prisoner was supposed 
to have left the tent to obtain medical assistance 
shortly after 11 o'clock, and the distance from 
his tent to Dr. O'Doherty's residence was not 
anything like sufficient to account for the time 
between 11.30 and 1 o'clock. When Dr. 
O'Doherty attended the girl, he stated that he 
formecl the opinion that ihe girl was dying from 
an overdose of morphia; but he acknowledged 
that his judgment was affected by the statements 
made to him of what had taken place that 
morning. I need hardly say to this House that 
the remuneration given to medical men for 
making a post mortem examination in up-country 
districts is qnite insufficient to warrant a gentle­
man, enjoying such an extensive practice as Dr. 
O'Doherty, in mttking a post rnortem with the 
extreme ttccuracy that such a case as this requires. 
At any rate that was Dr. O'Doherty's opinion. 
The stomach and a portion of the intestines were 
put in bottles, sealed, and transmitted to the 
Government Analyst, Mr. Mar, who made an 
analysis, and stated that he detected in the 
stomach, or contents of the stomach, traces of 
morphia. He also made an examination for 
strychnine, but failed to detect any. I need 
hardly state that in cases of either narcotic or 
mineral poisoning it is sometimes impossible to 
detect traces, even when the qnantity is large, 
unless the examination is made immediately after 
the death and before time has been given for the 
absorption of the poison. In many cases of 
poisoning it is most important that the liver 
should be analysed, as in cases of narcotic poison­
ing the anaJyst can often detect the poison 
in that organ, and sometimes the spinal 
cord and the tissues of the body should 
also be sent for analysis, because the stomach, 
even in cases of almost instantaneous death from 
large doses, has been examined without finding 
any perceptible trace of poison. But in this case 
there was only about 1 oz. of the contents of the 
stomach forwarded for analysifl, and according to 
the very best authority in medical jurisprudence­
Dr. Taylor-numerous cases have oceurred where 
such a portion of the contents of the stomach 
as that would be perfectly useless. Although 
this man was committed for trial, and the Gov· 
ernment Analyist, in common with about twenty 
witnesses from Croydon, went to Normanton, 
the Government Analyst went without the evi­
dence that would have enabled him to give his 
testimony-that is to say, he went to Norman ton 
without being in the posses,ion of the portions of 
the body which had been snbmitted for analysis, 
and on which alone he could be sworn and 
examined. 

Mr. P ALMER: Whose fault was that? 
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Mr. HODGKINSON: The hon. member for 
Carpentaria asks whose fault it was. The object 
of my addressing the Colonial Secretary on the 
subject is to find out whose fault it was. There 
is a strong public opinion in this matter at 
Croydon, where the circumstances surrounding 
the case are much better known than they arc 
here, anrl it is a fact that about twenty witnesses 
went to Norman ton for this trial, and the Govern­
ment Analyst, after the country had been pnt to 
the expense of preparing for this trir,l, went toN or­
man ton without the portions of the body, which 
would have enabled him to give his evidence. From 
inquiries I have made-not exactly of an official 
nature, but in official quarters-it appears that 
it has hitherto been the usual custom for the 
police to take charge of these exhibits after the 
Government Analyst has done with them ; but in 
this case the police did not call upon the analyst, 
and he went to Normanton without these 
exhibits. Hon. members will understand that 
the accused was committed for trial on the 14th 
May, and that all those witnesses were summoned, 
and a bill was filed by the Crown Prosecutor in the 
case ; but owing to the fact of the Government 
Analyst not having these exhibits with him, the 
case was rem'Lnded for five months, until the next 
sitting of the Supreme Court, and the country was 
put to the expense of bringing all the witnesses to 
Normanton again on the chance of bringing this 
man, if he really were criminal, to punishment. 
Iu addition to the difficulty of detecting poison 
after such a lapse of time as had occurred between 
the death and the time of analysis, the results 
of the analyses were not available, and the man 
was rem<tnded for another five months, and 
during that period the Crown Prosecutor, having 
reason to believe that he would be unable to 
establish the case, declined to file a bill. The 
consequence has been that a large amount of 
expense has been incurred, and the Govern­
ment have sent an officer from Brisbane to 
Normanton for a useless object, and after all 
the Crown Prosecutor declines to file a bill. 
Of course it is not for any member of this House 
to pretend to pass an opinion on the guilt or the 
innocence of the man accused ; but it is well 
known that morphia is frequently administered 
to hide the effects of strychnine. It is a strange 
coincidence, therefore, that the parcel secreted by 
this man, Thomas Barrett, in the heap of rubbish 
pointPd out by the little girl contained three 
bottles of strychnine. The Government Analyst, 
in his report, refers especially to three exhibits­
the bottles marked E, F, and H -in which quan­
tities of strychnine were found. I am not in the 
secrets of manufacturers engaged in this business ; 
but I believe it is possible that strychnine 
may have beem employed in the business prac­
tised by the accused. I believe it is occasionally 
used in infinitesimal quantities to make bitters ; 
and there is the fact that he had in his possession 
no less than three bottlPs. The bottle contain­
ing the morphia, from which the deceased was 
supposed to have died, was pointed out to a 
detective in a box at the head of the bed 
where the girl slept ; and that would natur­
a.Ily be the action of the accused had he 
been conscious of any suspicion. His evident 
course was to establish the theory he had set 
afloat two. or three days previously ; that the 
deceased died from an overdose of morphia; but, 
I think, looking at the just suspicion with which 
scientific evidence is regarclefl by the bc,;t 
authorities-the evidence in the celebrated caqe 
of murder at Rugely, where the medical testi­
mony of the highest authorities was decidedly 
antagonistic, must be familitu to hon. members­
! think it a great pity that this man was not 
brought before a jury. The case is surrounded 
hy very suspicious circumstances, and public 
opinion is very strong in the belief that 

there has been to some extent a miscarriage of 
justice. I am not going so f'Lr as that, however, 
because I, in common with everyone who has 
the honour of knowing the Crown Prosecutor, 
happen to know what a careful man he is; but I 
distinctly affirm that it is a matter requiring an 
explanation from the Government. \V e ought 
to know how it is that the country was put to 
the expense of bringinp; witnesses toN ormanton, 
and how it was that the testimony of thf' Gov­
ernment Analyst-whose evidence was probab_ly 
more importa.nt than that of all the othe_r wit­
nesses together-was rendered valueless srmply 
because he, or someone else who should have 
been charged with the duty of bringing- the 
exhibits on which to found his evidence, failed 
to perform that duty. I beg to move the adjourn­
ment of the House. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B. 
D. Morehead) said: Mr. Speaker,-The evi­
dence connected with this case is so voluminous 
and of such a character that I have not 
had time, even if I had the ability, to so dis~ect 
it as to be able to cle,tl shortly with the questwn. 
I therefore asked the Crown law officers, in 
whose department the matter lies, to give mo a 
precis of the whole case. I hold in my hand that 
precis, and I think it will save time, and probably 
give hon. membera a clear exposition-on the 
part of the Crown law officers, at any ra~e-as to 
the position of the case, if I just read thJS to .th.e 
House, with a few rermtrks by the way. Thrs rs 
what the Crown law officers S'Ly :-

"'rho accused, rrhomas Barrctt, came to Croydon with 
the df<?eased, I~mma Barrett, in November, 1887. He 
st;tted to the neighbours that Emma llarrett w ,s his 
daughter. They J..:cpt a. soft-drinks shop in the town, 
and he cohabited with her. Emm.'L Brtrrett became 
acquainted \Vith a carrier named Robcrt Carr, who 
asked her to nutrry him, nnd on Tuesday, the 3l'd 
January of this year, she Ponsented. Barrett seems to 
have been very jealous of Carr, aud threaten ell that 
rather than let Carr have her he would kill her." 
That would indicate that he had some design on 
her life under certain conditions. 

"On rrhursday, the 5th January, the dCCC'lSCd sa.id to 
a neighbonr that she had told her father she was going 
to be married on Saturday, and he took it greatly to 
heart. Both the accused ancl decea~Bd were drinking 
pretty freely on this day, and spent most of the day in 
bod. Next morning the deceased was seen at 6·30 
picking up chips outside the hut. Shortly after1vards, 
at 1 p.m., the girl was dead, all the symptoms, according 
to Dr. O'Doherty, pointing to morphia poisoning." 
With regard to that it will be just as well to read 
the evidence of Dr. O'Doherty. He says:-

"The pupils of the eyes were completely closed. I 
endeavoured to arouse her from her state of torpor, 
and got people to get some sh·ong roffee for her. As she 
seemed to rally a little, I galloped down to the 1:>urgery 
and brought back the stoma.ch-pump and a strong 
emetic. and was in the act of giving her some of the 
emetic when she died." 
Then he saYs-

" The chest', abdomen, pelvis, and the brain wore all in 
a hmtlthy condition. The o!lly ahnormal sig·n I canlC 
across was a very congested condition of the brain." 
As this case is not yet settled I am not going to 
diRcuss it or express any opinion-whatever my 
own opinion may bg-as to whether the result of 
the diagnosis shows that death was occasioned by 
strychnine or not. I will simply give the facts 
of the case. Dr. O'Doherty goes on to say:-

" The body did not prr- •ent any signs of injury or 
disease. It -..vas very clean. I took ont the stomach, 
having 1ll'oviousl:r tied it at both ~~xt.rcmities, and 
handed it to the sergeant with its contents.'' 
So that, as far as Dr. O'Doherty is concerned, he 
took every precaution to have the whole stomach 
and its contents handed over to the proper 
authorities. Then he goes on to say :-

"I believe from the symptoms, tllc girl died from an 
overdose of morphia. Of course my judgment is 
affected by the statements made to me of whn.t hn.d 
taken lllace that morning." 
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I do not want to hide anything ; I want the 
House to know just as much as I do. 

u Half-a-dozen grains of morphia would probably 
ldll a young person of that age if unaccustomed 
to take it. Death would en~ue 1vithin a couple 
of hours. ::vrorphia has a very bitter taste. )V"ith­
in half-an-hour of taking Such dose a ]Jerson 
would most probably be unconscious, although 
moaning. Morphia is frequently given to counteract 
the effects of strychnine. The post mortem gave no 
evidence that she was in the habit of trtking drugs or 
drinking to exce~-,s. 

The Crown law officers say further :-
HA little girl saw accused put something in a rubbish 

heap on the day of deceased's death, The only poison 
that 'vas found in this bundle was chloroform and 
strychnine., 

I assume that the word "bundle " means the 
rubbish heap. 

"A bottle of morphia, however, wa.s given by Barrett 
to the police out of a box at the toot of the bed. If he 
had Doisoned deceased he would naturally have hidden 
the morphia, and not the strychnine, that is, supposing 
Dr. O'Doherty and ::\Ir. 1fnr to be right in their 
conjecture, that she died of morphia poisoning.}! 

I think there is a great deal in that contention ; 
however, I am not here to either defend or 
prosecute. 

" The aroused alleges that the deceased was in the 
habit of taking mo-rphia for neuralgia and sleeplcss­
ncs8.'' 
It must be borne in mind that both Dr. O'Doherty 
and Mr. Mar, the Government Analyst, are of 
opinion that the death of the unfortunate woman 
was caused by poisoning with morphia. 

"The accused alleges that the deceased w;ts in the habit 
of taking morphia for neuralgia and sleeplessness. 
The ease was very carefully considered by the Crown 
Prosecutor (Mr. Power) and Sir Samuel Griffith, in the 
absence of the Attorney-General. Sir Samuel was of 
opinion that there was not suificient evidence for a pro­
secution, but that the Cro,vn Prosecutor should proceed 
to Xormanton before finding a 'no true bill,' in order 
to ascertain if any fresh evidence had been obtained or 
was procurable." 
With. regard to that, I am informed he did try 
to get further evidence, but up to the present 
time has failed to obtain any ; therefore affairs 
remain in the same position they were in when 
Sir Samuel Griffith was consulted. 

"On arriving at Norman ton, the Crown Prosecutor 
found tJ:-n:t the_ Gov~rnment AnalyHt had failed to bring 
the exh1b1ts w1th hnn, amongst which were the bottles 
of strychnine found in the dust heap. The ~ormanton 
police <said there was morphia in the bundle, and the 
accnsed was remanded. \Vhen the Crown Prosecutor 
returned to Brisbane he examined the bottles with 
l\lr. :J.iar, and found he was right in saying that no 
morphia ha.d been hid by the accused. 'l'he accused 
was then discharged by the Minister of Justice." 

I think most of us know that Mr. Power, the 
Crown Prosecutor for the North, is not the sort 
of man to allow auy criminal to escape if by any 
chance it can be prevented. I feel certain of 
this, that had he seen his way at that time-··of 
course at some future time the prosecution may 
come on again-to secure the conviction of this man 
-whose character, by the way, is not such as to 
commend him to the respect of any individual 
in the country-he would have dmie it. I at 
once admit that I am not competent to analyse 
such a mass of evidence as there is here, so as to 
arrive at a just conclusion, and ifi were I should not 
like to oppose the opinion of such a very capable 
criminal lawyer as Mr. Virgil Power, whose 
opinion, so far as I can learn, has been endorsed 
by probably the most astute lawyer in the colony, 
the ,leader of the Opposition. There may 
poss1bly have been a miscarriage of justice. 
Upon that I can offer no opinion; but I am 
certain that, so far as the Crown law officers are 
concerned, both of the present and the previouo 
Government, I am certain that no stone was left 
unturned by them, if this crime was committed 
by this man, to bring it home to him. If further 

evidence is forthcoming, this man is still liable 
to be prosecuted; and the danger of a debate 
of this kind, and why I rather depre­
cate it, is, that the man, if he really be the 
criminal, is warned and may leave the colony 
and so defeat the ends of justice. 

Mr. HODGKINSON: He h:ts cleared out 
already. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I have 
now set forth the facts as I have them here, and 
I believe the Crown law officem have followed 
the course that would have been adopted by any 
Minister of Justice or Attorney-General. 

Mr. HODGKINSON, in reply, said: Mr. 
Speaker,-Previous to bringing this matter before 
the House I was aware that the man had left the 
colony. I am glad to find that the Colonial 
Secretary looks upon it exactly in the same light 
that I do. With regard to the law officers of 
the Crown, no one has a higher respect for the 
Crown Prosecutor for the North, and his legal 
opinions, than I have. The object of my 
remarks is to show that the Government have 
been prevented from giving this man a fair trial. 
In addition to the details which the Colonial 
Secretary has given, I will, in justice to myself 
and to public opinion in the district, give a little 
more information, which I did not wish to give 
before. I called upon the Government Analyst 
in order to be perfectly certain that what I said 
on this case might be corroborated by him, 
Before opening the conversation on the sub­
ject I told him not to say one word to me 
that I was not at liberty to make public, 
and he understood that I intended to make it 
public, to show how justice might have been 
defeated. The Government Analyst says that on 
the 24th February, seven weeks after the murder, 
he received a small vial containing about two 
ounces of the contents of the stomach of the 
deceased. If hon. members will read any autho­
rity on n1edical jurisprudence-and we have 
the standard authority in the library-they will 
see that analy~is under those circumstances was 
perfectly useless. In cases of narcotic or irri­
tant poisoning, a certain time after death has 
taken place, the contents of the stomach are 
virtually of no good whatever, and it is in other 
organs of the body that that sRarch must be 
made if you wish to have any chance of detecting 
the poison. Mr. Mar received this paltry vial of 
the contents of the stomach on the 24th February. 
About the end of the following month-that is, 
March-he received a second consignment, con­
taining the stomach and intestinal tract of 
the deceased, and a bottle of chloroform and 
three bottles of strychnine. He made a special 
search for strychnine, but detected none, either 
in the intestinal tract or in the stomach itself. 
Then, after some details about the trial, with 
which I will noc trouble the House, this is what 
our Government Analyst says upon this question: 
" Morphia would tend to mask strychnia if ex­
hibited in large doses; that is to say, it would in 
a measure subdue or reduce the spasms produced 
by strychnine, and if taken in excess the post 
mortem appearances would be those typical of 
morphia, and not of strychnine." I am just as 
chary as the Colonial Secretary is in expressing 
an opinion on this case, but I take it that where 
circumstances have occurred to defeat the best 
scientific evidence available as to the presence of 
a poison, men of cmnmon sense can only judge 
from the circumstances surrounding the case. 
And the circumstances surrounding this case are 
particularly ugly. Then the Government Analyst 
goes on to observe:-

" }forcovor, strychnine is principally found in the 
liver after death, and is often absorbc<l by or eliminated 
from the body. Tlle Government Analyst got about an 
ounce of the contents of the stomach in a glass bottle, 
which was practically useless." 
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That is the opinion of the authority upon which 
this case was determined. He says distinctly 
that the exhibit he got was useless for the pur­
pose for which it was sent. He says it was-

" Practically useless unless a large amount of strych­
nine was present in the body." 
Then he says he wrote to the Commissioner of 
Police for the liver, spinal cord spleen the 
duodenum,, kidneys, blood, the i~testines: and 
muscular tissue, and all he got was the exhibit to 
wh_ich .I ha_ve ~llude<;J. Of course, I hope my 
obJect m brmgmg this case forward will not be 
misapprehended. I only trust, that should 
similar circumstances arise, the Colonial Secre­
tary will take care that the officer upon whose 
fiat the result of the analysis is to be determined 
will be ~urnished with those portions of the body 
he reqmre~ befo:e he can form a valuable opinion, 
and that, If he IS subpcea.ned to attend a distant 
p~rt of the colony at large expense, proper steps 
Will be taken that the responsibility of producinu 
the exhibits at the trial will fall upon shoulder~ 
that can be recognised, and who, if they fail in 
their duty, will be liable to punishment. I beg 
to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. ~ AL~1EJ;l. said : Mr. Speaker,-Before 
the motiOn IS Withdrawn I should like to say 
a few words on the subject. I was present 
in the Supreme Court at Normanton when 
this case was called on, and am interested 
in it in a small way. The hon. gentleman 
who has just sat down, in his concludino- remarks 
advised the Colonial Secretary that '~hen such 
cases occurred he would like proper precautions 
taken to see that the exhibits were sent up with 
the evidence. Now, I need not remind hon. mem­
bers that this case did not happen in the time of 
the present Colonial Secretary at all · the trial 
took place in the time of the ex-Attorney­
General, before the elections, so that if there 
is any fault in connection with the adminis­
tration of justice it lies with the late Adminis­
tration. As I have said, I was present in 
court when this case was called on. The Govern­
ment Analyst, Jl.ir. Mar, the Crown Prosecutor 
the judge, and all the other officials and wit~ 
nesses, who had been summoned from all parts 
of the colony, were there ; but the whole 
machinery failed through the exhibits not having 
been sent up to the Government Analyst. That 
was the only plea put forward for not going on 
with the case-that the exhibits had not been 
sent up. Who was to blame for that? I believe 
the fault lay in the Department of Justice, that 
proper orders were not given for the exhibits to be 
sent up. The Government Analyst says he 
could not be held responsible because he was 
not ordered to take the exhibits up. At any 
rate justice completely failed for want of the 
exhibits; and, as time goes on, justice is 
still more likely to fail, because time will 
tend to obliterate the evidence, and help 
the criminal. Certainly very great blame 
attaches to somebody for the case not havino­
been gone on with. Witnesses came dow~ 
from the interior hundreds of miles-some from 
Camooweal and the borders of South Australia­
at great expense, and have been subpcenaed to 
attend the court again. If no other end is 
served by bringing the case forward it may help 
to show who is to blame in the matter. Perhaps, 
as the hon. the Colonial Secretary has said 
j~1~tice will b~ completely defeated by the pub~ 
hCity now giVen to the matter, because the 
crir:>inal, w~oever he may be, will get timely 
notiCe of his danger, and escape by going to 
another country. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: He has gone. 
Mr. P ALMER : I know at the time the case 

was before the court there was less attention 
paid to it than there was to the affair of Sub· 

Inspector Brannelly, who failed to pay proper 
attention to the judge when he landed at the 
Gulf. Everyone in court was very much sur­
prised at the distinction made between the 
two cases- at the failure of justice in ttn 
important criminal case, and all the trouble 
and bother about a paltry matter of an officer 
not paying the judgtl proper attention. That 
was the expression of public opinion. I know 
the man who was engaged to the unfor­
tunate girl who was murdered. He is a horse· 
driver of mine, has been in my service for a 
great number of years, and is as honest, capable, 
and industrious a man as it is possible to find-a 
man in whom I have every confidence. I know 
he is almost broken·hearted over this case. 
He was one of the witnesses, and had to leave 
his load on the road to the station, and go back to 
give evidence, and has been subpcenaed to ttttend at 
the next sittings of the court. I think it is a 
great pity that justice t>hou!d have failed through 
want of attention on the part of somebody in 
Brisbane to the requirements in such cases. I 
think it is very problematical now whether ·jus­
tice will ever be shceted home to the criminal, 
because as time goes on traces and evidence will 
become obliterated, and distance from the scene 
will also help in that direction. A ten days' 
journey by steamer does not help to forward the 
ends of justice. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said: Mr. Speaker, 
-I regret that I was not in the House when my 
hon. friend, the member for Burke, brought this 
matter forward, because I should like to have 
heard all he had to say on the subject. I do not 
think, however, that the hon. gentleman who has 
just sat down helps the matter by trying to draw 
invidious comparisons between the amount of 
culpability that should be apportioned to those 
at the head of the Department of Justice now 
and formerly, and the Crown Prosecutor. The 
hon. gentleman assumes a great des.!, and I 
have always noticed that there are none so ready 
to dogmatise about matters of this ldnd as 
those who have the least opportunity of 
knowing what they art• talking about. I have 
frequently known in my experience in connection 
with the administration of justice the great 
annoyance that arises from persons who assume 
to know a great deal-who know so much as to 
be able to prescribe exactly the line of duty to be 
followed by those in charge of the administration 
of justice, who generally have a great deal more 
information at their disposal than the parties 
who assume to criticise their actions. 

Mr. P ALMER : Why did not you send up 
the exhibits ? 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: I know very 
little of this case personally. The first I knew 
of it was when depositions taken at the magis­
terial inquiry into the cause of death were 
forwarded to the Crown law officers in due 
course. I read those depositions and formed 
the conclusion, which I have continued to 
entertain, that this was a case of grave suspi­
cion against the individual who was living 
in the house with the girl who died. I am 
not sure whether the police anticipated me 
in the matter, but if they did not, it was 
in accordance with my instructions that an 
information was laid. An inquiry was then 
held by the magistrates at Croydon into the 
charge preferred against the man and he 
was committed for trial to the Circuit Court. 
Hon. members must be aware that in cases of 
committal for trial to the Supreme Court in the 
Northern district, the Crown authorities in Bris­
bane are not those who have control of the 
criminal trials following those committals. There 
is a Northern Crown Solicitor at Bowen, and 
all officials who have charge of depositions, 
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taken in cases where committals are made to the 
Supreme Court in the Northern district, forward 
them to the Crown Solicitor at Bowen. He 
communicates with the Crown Prosecutor in 
Brisbane, and in all cases, I must say, in 
justice to the Northern Crown Prosecutor, 
Mr. Power, where serious charges have been 
made, and committals have followed, and there 
were matters of doubt as to whether a true bill 
should be found or not, he invariably came to 
consult me. In this instance it appears that I 
was at Rockhampton on circuit, or at Charters 
Towers seeking re-election, and he had not an 
opportunity of consulting me. However, I am 
given to underoltand, he consulted others whose 
judgment he considered it was discreet to rely 
upon, and he, therefore, did not, as he considered 
he was justified in doing, proceed to find no true 
Bill upon the facts as he had them, exhibits and 
all. Taking the advice given him, and also 
following what his own judgment pointed out as 
the best course to pursue, he resolved to defer his 
final decision upon the case until he had 
reached the spot and ascertained for himself 
whether the evidence, that was so weak that it 
would be impossible to convict a man upon it, 
could not be supplemented by further evidence 
procurable on the spot. So far as I can gather 
from a conversation with that gentleman a few 
days ago, that furtherevidencewasnot procurable. 
The hon. member must not fall into the error of 
supposing that, because those exhibits were not 
brought from Brisbane-m·go, there was a failure 
of justice. The Crown Prosecutor knew very 
well what could be proved by the Government 
An:tlyst before he left Brisbane and in view of 
what he knew the analyst could say, the inclina­
tion of his mind was that he could find no 
true bill in the case, because the evidence was so 
weak as not to warrant his doing "o. I am point­
ing out to the hon. member that the Crown Prose­
en tor knew very well before he left Brisbane, 
and even at the time he was in doubt as to 
whether he could find a true bill, what the 
Government Analyst could prove. It was not 
because the exhibits were not forthcoming at 
Normanton that there was what the hon. 
gentleman calls a failure of justice, but because 
there was not that further local evidence the 
Crown Prosecutor expected to be able, or 
thought he might be able, to obtain. The 
hon. member, no doubt, takes up a very great 
deal of what has been said by parties out of 
doors, who fancy they know all about it. There 
is a very great disposition on the part of some 
people at Croydon to attach blame to somebodv 
in connection with certain matters. I had a very 
serious charge laid before me by certain people 
of Croydon agR,inst a well-known gentleman of 
this colony, Dr. O'Doherty. They actually 
wanted me to proceed against him for some 
imaginary offence arising from ne!:(ligence that 
he had committed in respect of a woman who 
died. Some critics are very fond of saying, "This 
would not have happened if that had been the 
case," or, "That had happened because such a 
thing was not done." There was too much dis­
position to jump at conclusions in that way, and 
form erroneous judgments upon very insufficient 
data. I am not familiar with all the facts of the 
case in connection with what tr;tnspired at Croy­
don; but I have sufficient confidence in the 
gentleman who performs the duties of Crown 
Prosecutor to say that it was through no neglect on 
his part that there was what is called a failure of 
justice. \Vith regard to the Government Analyst, 
the Northern Crown Solicitor had the conduct of 
the case, and there was no failure on the pnrt of 
anybody in the Crown law offices in Brisbane to 
clo whatever was neces;;ary. I am quite certain 
in my own mind that the hon. member is not 
correct when he imagines that because certain 

exhibits the Government Analyst had at his dis· 
posal were not produced, therefore the trial was 
not proceeded with and the man got off. The 
Crown Prosecutor had not made up his mind 
when he left Brisbane whether a true bill ought 
to be found or not, and the further evidence 
he thought he might possibly obtain was not 
procurable. There was not, in the depositions, 
as I am informed, even with the exhibits, suffi­
cient evidence to warrant his finding a true bill. 
I did not read the depositions myself; it was not 
my duty to do so. They never came to the 
Crown Law Office in Brisbane. The hon. 
member must not lose sight of this fact: that it 
is very often very great wisdom on the part 
of a Crown Prosecutor not to immediately put a 
man upon his trial simply because there was a 
case of strong suspicion. A man might be put upon 
his trial upon weak evidence and probably he 
would be acquitted; the man could then go 
outside and boast of how he had committed the 
crime, and nobody could lay a hand upon him. 
It is often a very wise thing to decline finding a 
true bill, and give the police in the mean 
time an :1mple opportunity of making all 
inquiries and investigations into the case, 
and then produce an array of facts which 
will be sufficient to sheet home the crime 
to the guilty person. There is nothing to 
prevent the crime being brought home at 
the next sittings of the court at N ormanton, 
if the suspected man is guilty, and if he 
can be found. If he has gone away it is 
all the better for the country, than that he 
should remain here and present himself as 
a man who has been pronounced by a jury 
not guilty of any offence at all. I deprecate 
these attacks being made upon officers who have 
the charge of very difficult nnd clelicate matters 
in connection with the administration of justice, 
who are not here, and their being charged 
by the hon. member for Carpentaria with having 
been accessory in any way to the failure of 
justice. 

Mr. P ALMER said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish to 
make a personal explanation. I heard the Crown 
Prosecutor himself state in the Supreme Court at 
Normanton that the reason why the case was 
not gone on with was that there were no exhibits 
there. 

Mr. HODG KINSON said : Mr. Speaker,-­
With the permission of the House, I will with­
draw my motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

MOTION J<'OR ADJOURNMENT. 

THE CASE OF CAPTAIN WRIGHT, 

Mr. GROOM said: Mr. Speaker,-! think it 
is in accordance with the wishes of the House 
that I should ask the Colonial ::-lecretary to 
make an explanation concerning a subject 
which is just now agitating the population 
outside, and I think it is a subject upon 
which the hon. gentleman can give us some 
additional information. I shall conclude with 
moving the adjournment of the House. The 
case of Captain vVright of the "Gayundah" 
is one of such an extraordinary character, 
and one which has never occurred before 
in the history of the Australian colonies, 
that the public outside are very anxious to know 
the true facts concerning it. · The matter is of 
extreme importance to the colony, and also of 
extren1e importance to those now in charge of 
the '' Gaynndah "-·if the contention set up by 
Captain \Vright is a correct one. It could 
scarcely be supposed that an affair of this kind 
would occur without the attention of Parliament 
being directed towards it, and it would be only 
fair not to have any discu~sion upon it until we are 
in possession of the facts. I am quite sure the 
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Colonial Secretary, from my intimate knowledge 
of him, and the probity with which he has acted 
in the matter, will be able to satisfy the House 
(l.nd the country that he has taken the only 
course which could be taken in the interest of 
the public. I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn. 

The COLONIAL SECl'mTARY said: Mr. 
Speaker,-The whole of the gist of this nmtter 
is of course contained in the papers laid before 
the House. There are some matters which 
led up to the correspondence contained in the 
latter part of the papers, which the House is not 
at any rate officially aware of, and therefore I 
~tm glad to have an opportunity of stating 
exactly what occurred yesterday afternoon. At 
half-past 2 o'clock, to be accurate, I had the 
intim"tion given to me th"t the "G"ynndah" 
had been coaled-that thirty-five tons of coal 
were put on board of her, and there being fifteen 
tons already on board she was thus given a twelve 
days' supply of steam power. I was also informed 
that the vessel had been provisioned and that it 
was thought an attempt would be made to t>cke 
the _ship to sea. '!_'his, after the action of Captain 
\Vnght as shown m these papers, led me to think 
the matter was one that shonLi at once be 
in<Juired into. I instructed the Assistant Under 
Secretary, :Mr. Rycler, to go on board the 
"Gayundah" and ascerte~in if possible the truth 
of these statements. Mr. Ryder went on board 
the "Gayundah" and confirmed what, at any rate, 
I may term the "reasonr1ble suspicions" ra,ised in 
my mind and in the mind of my hon. colleao-ue the 
Minister for Mines and \Vorks, whom I cor';'sulted 
in the matter, that an attempt of that sort was 
going to be made. Under these circumstances I 
considered ~hat prompt action, and nothing but 
prompt actwn, would frustrate the object sOlwht 
to be attained. I then put myself into comm;ni­
cation with the police authoritiE's, and sn 
arranged that if any attempt wa~ to be made, 
at any rate the Government would do their best 
to frustrate it. 

RONOURABI,E ME1'13ERS : Hear, hear ! 

The COLONIAL SJ~CRETARY: It appeared 
to me, and it appears to me now, that the inten­
tion of Captain \Vright probably was, if he 
could have got away, to have t"ken the ship 
clown to New South \Vales, and hand her over 
to the admiral. After his peculiar procedure 
some day,; previously-two days, I think-when 
he refused to recognise in any way the riuht of 
the colonial authorities to in any' wa,y interfere 
~vith h;m, I thought it was right that we should 
m a case of this sort, where an immediate neces­
sity appeared to arise, assert our authority. 

HONOURA13LE MEl\II>EHS : Hear, hear ! 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In that 
direction I acted, and the papers will show what 
course of action I pursued. I ttdmit at once the 
instruction I gave to lVIr. Commissioner Seymour 
was a very strong one, and I intended it to be a 
very strong one. I fully intended, had there 
been any resistance on the part of Captain 
\Vright, to have had him removed from that 
ship, no matter what it would cost, as I would 
not have this gentleman, who is paid by the tax­
payers of this colony, acting in defiance of the 
recognised authorities of this' colony. 

HoNOURABLE ::YIE}IBEI!S : Hear, hear ! 

The COLONIAL SECEETARY: I formed 
the opinion that there w>cs that intention on the 
part of Captain \V right on, at least, the stronuest 
circumstantial evidence. I formed the opi~ion 
that he had actecl in a way which I do not 
b.elieve could concluce highly to the reputa­
tiOn or honour of that gentleman, in victualling 
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his ship yesterday in the surreptitious manner 
in which he did. At any rate, I found from the 
voucher, which will be found on page 5 of the 
papers, that Captain vVright, utterly regard­
less and in defiance of the orders issued by 
the late Government, and which have been 
continued in force under the present Gov­
ernment, ordered the steward on board the 
" Gayundah " to get stores for the vessel 
outside the paymaster. That is to say, he 
directed that the vessel should be victualled, 
and that it should be done in secret. This 
being so, I think there can be but little doubt as 
to what the intentions of Captain '\V right were. 
The action taken by the Government yesterday 
was certainly taken only on grounds of grave 
suspicion ; but I think that to-day I have laid 
before this House documentary evidence to 
show that the conclusion arrived at by the Gov­
ernment was not an erroneous one. In a matter 
of this sort, when we find th<>t an officer in 
our service acts in the contumacious way 
in which Captain Wright has acted-in actual 
defiance of authority-what alternative have we? 
\Vas Captain \V right going to manage and control 
the Government, or were the Government to 
step in and vut him down? I think there can 
be little doubt tbat Cttptain \V right's conduct in 
the past did not demand from the Government 
that he should be treated with peculiar con­
sideration. At any rate, that peculiar considera­
tion has not been extended to him. I believe that 
Captain \V right--and I judge from the last IPtter 
he has written to the Chief Secretary--shelters 
himself under one of those remarkable pretences 
called a "flag." Smnetimes it is white, some­
times blue, ttncl sometimes it is reel. I would 
like the House to know the way in which Cap­
tain \Vright, I assume, endeavours to shelter 
himself-thttt is to say, how he endeavours to be 
allowed to do just what he pleases-to obey 
when he likes and disobey when he chooses. The 
6th clause of the Colonial Naval Defence Act, 
which is an Imperial Act, passed on the 7th 
April, lSG,), and which certainly contains very 
strong grounds in favour of the contention of 
Captain vVright, reads as follows:-

"It shall be la\vful for Her ~Iajesty in Council, from 
time to time as occasion 1'8l1Uires, and on such condi­
tions a·;:: bccm fit, to authorise the Admiralty to accept 
any offer for the time being made or to be n1ade by the 
Government of a colony, to place at I-IerJ:Iajest.v's disposal 
nny vessel of war provided by that Government, and the 
men and ofilefrs from time to t1me serving therein; and 
'vhilc auy vessel accepted by the Admiralty under such 
anthority is at the disposal of Her :J.fajcsty, such vessel 
slmll be tlc:umccl to a.ll intunts a vessel ol war of the 
Itoyal ?\~avy, and the mon and officers from time to time 
serving in snch vessel ~hall be deemed to all intents 
men and Of!i\"Crs of the Ito_val l\Tavy, and shall accord­
ingly be subject to all enactments and regulations for 
the time being in force for the discipline of the Royal 
Navy." 

That places Captain \Vright, comparatively, in 
a very strong position. There is no doubt that 
clam;e gives him a power, one would think, para­
mount to the power even of the Legislature of 
this colony ; bnt I think when Captain \V right 
bases his-" immunity," we will call it-under 
the fith clause of that Act, he forgets there is 
another clause-the last clause in the Act-which 
is like the sting in the scorpion's tail, and which 
read_, a.s follows :-

·' Xothing in this Act shall take away or abridge any 
pmvcr vc~ted in or exercisable by the Legislature or 
Government of any colony." 

That clans,,, if it means anything, means th"t 
the Government had a perfect right-subject to 
the revision of the Legislature nn<Jnestionably, 
which all acts of the Gnvemment are subject to 
-to dismi,;s Captain \V right. 'l'hat course they 
have adopted, and what has followed I have 
explained to the House. \Vhat may follow no 
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one can tell; but I know this: The Govern­
ment are not prepared to recede one inch from 
the position they have taken up. 

HO:\'OURABLE J\IE)!BBRS: Hear, hear! 

The COLO~IALSECRETARY: Our action 
has bee~ to enforce the rights of a free people, 
and we mtend to enforce them. Our serve~nts 
shall be our servants, and not our masters. I 
thmk I ?ave st<tted fully and clearly the whole 
of the crrcumstances surrounding this c:tse. It 
has not be_ en a pleasant case, excevt in one thing, 
and that 1s wrth regard to the position of the 
p~esent ofticer in charge of the "Gayundah," 
Lre_utenant T':"ylm:. I would point out that the 
w?rte flag- strll fires. on _the "Gayundah," and 
Lreutenant Taylor IS strll an Imperial officer 
and will continue to command the vessel. \V~ 
have no desire for him to cease to be an officer 
of the Royal Navy, or to cause trouble between 
Hns colony and the Imperial authorities· but 
Captain \V right de,;erved dismissal. Most hon. 
members will agree with me that he has only been 
treated as he deserved; but that is nnt to sav that 
\Ve are going to bring on in any way trouble be­
tween ~m-selves and the mother country. As I 
have sa1d, we have had trouble with this gentle­
n1an before, ::tnd hnving now got rid of hiln we 
put the ne,\t Imperial officer in charg·e of the ship, 
ancl he Will no doubt remain in charg·e of her. 
That officer called upon me this mornin" and he 
is qu~te content to nccept the position, ':.:lthouo-h 
he sarcl that at first h:' ""'w c]ifficulties in the wa:'y, 
but that now those d1fficultres are removed. This 
wonderful pennant of Captain \V right ha.-; been 
hauled down, and th:-'t of Lieutenant Taylor has 
been hauled up. I d1d not ask Lieutemmt Taylor 
as to what was the difference between the pennants; 
but as rt appeared to be a matter of some conse­
quenc;, I passed it by. I do not think it was 
anythmg- as to ~he texture, but it seemed to be a 
matter of some Importance to Lieutenant Taylor; 
but. I was told that the pennant of Ca.ptain 
\Vng-ht has been hauled down with his own con­
sent-I dare~;ay it might have been removed in 
some other way. However it was hauled clown 
wit):! his crmsent. vVith rdgard to a statement 
wh1ch appeared !n this n1orning'~ Courier, as to 
the _steward (Snnth) and Sub-lieutenant Russell 
bavmg l1een dismissed, that shtement is not cor­
rect. They were simply-and I think very properly 
-when Mr. Gray, the Under Colonial Secre­
ta,ry, was on board the ship, told by him that he 
thought they _had better go on shore, as their 
conduct was hkely to be in<ruired into. Their 
conduct will be inquired into, but at present 
~here the matter rests, and there has been no 
rd0a of vengeance or punishment proposed in the 
one case. One case is a serious one hut the 
other was a very trivial thing indeed. Those 
persons have not been dismissed but their cases 
will be inquired into, and th~ resnlt of the 
inquiry will_ be made public, and it will be in the 
po~er of tlus House to agree or disagree with the 
actwn taken. All through, this matter has not 
b.een pleasaf!t for the Government, more par­
trcularly as rt has been thrown upon myself and 
my colleagues, at a trme when the Premier was 
so unwell; but I can sav that in what we did we 
thought we were doing what was best for the 
country, and '."e .were determined to put down 
our fo?t and msmt that our rights shonld be 
recogmsed a' regards Captain \Vright, and as 
regards our right to the '' (}ayundah:" 

~Ir. HODGKINSON said: l\ir. Speaker,-In 
th!s ca;se I am only speaking for myself, and I 
th!nk !t would be a very graceful and patriotic 
thmg rf hon. members on this side of the Howse 
backed up to the hilt the action taken by the 
G~Jvermnent _in thi.s matter. \V e must all agree 
wrth the actwn of the Colonial Secretary, and I 
am sure we are all proud to recognise that he 

has acted in a spirit of true nationalism, and 
with a deg-ree of energ-y and streng-th of mind 
in maintaining the right and authority of this 
Government, no matter what the consequences 
may be. I hope and believe I speak the senti­
ments of every hon. member on this side of the 
Honse, in strtting that whatever may be our 
opinions as to the technical points involved in 
this dispute, the one grand principle of maintain­
ing the power of this House has been insisted 
upon, and that the Colonial Secretary has only 
expressed the feeling-s of the country in what he 
has clone. 

HoNOl:RABLE lYIE:\IBE!lS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. SMYTH said: Mr. Speaker,-! am glad, 

in reading the correspondence in this case, to find 
that the Colonial Secretary's action is in accord· 
ance with the views we held when on the oppo­
site side of the House. Although there may be 
certain Imperial rules-lines drawn up by which 
we might not have entire control over the case, 
we shonld see that we are not snubbed by any 
gentleman sent out from Great Britain, seeing 
th;tt we have to pay for this war vessel, and are 
directly interested in the vessel. I am not an 
Imperblist, and do not pretend to be one; but I 
believe in theN aval Defence Bill, and I believe 
it \vould give :t certain Ineasure of protection to 
this colony ; but I believe the line should he 
drawn here. We should not allow any gentle­
man t,, come out and dictate to us wh~t we 
sh:lll do when w~ have to pay his salary. 
\Vhen the conduct of Captain \Vright came 
before the late Premier that hon. gentleman 
did not receive the support of hon. members 
opposite that he should haYe received. But now 
that the matter has come before the present 
Colonial Secretary I can assure him that, so far 
as I know from pri v><te conversations with hrm. 
members on this side, he will receive onr cntir0 
support. I am proud to see an Australian like 
the Colonial S.ecretnry stand up for our rights 
and privileges, and I hope we are not going 
to be dictated to by mw autocra.t who may he 
sent out. I believe C>tptain \V right is a plucky 
man, and that he would fig-ht, if necessary. I 
believe he has all these qualifications, hut he 
has also certain disqualifications which we 
cannot put up with. He would do good service 
if he were required to, but we cannot put up 
with him doing what hc has clone. According- to· 
the evidence put into our hands to-day, and the 
evidence we had last session when the late 
Premier trierl to dismiss Captain \V right, he is 
a gentleman capable of fighting-; but when it 
comes to his interfering with local matters, then I 
say we cannot stand it, and the Colonial Secre­
tary will receive my support in putting down any 
such snobbishness as was seen in this instance. 

Mr. UN~1:ACK said: Mr. Speaker,-! feel 
most thoroughly convinced that Captain \V right 
is one of those gentlemen who will fight-and 
fight to the last and to the best of his ability for 
his salary, and for the allowances which may 
be made to him by the Government. The 
only thing- I wish to refer to is this-that the 
Government ha vc, been most liberal in their pro­
mises to Captain \V right by offering him three 
months' salary in anticipation of his leaving-. I 
trust the Government, under the present circum­
stances, will not pay him that salary in advance 
and pay his passage money. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : He is dis 
missed. 

Mr. GLASSEY said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
that if any further testimony was required to 
show the necessity for not !Jassing the Naval 
Defence Bill, which was mentioned by thu hon. 
member for Gym pie, it is to be found in the action 
taken by Captain \V right. I feel perfectly sure 
that if we have had such difficulty in a small 
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matter such as this, we should have tenfold more 
difficulty if that Bill were passed, and, therefore, 
I most certainly think the House slwnld see 
that we do not thru;;t larger powers upon the 
Imperial authorities by passing the Naval 
Defence Bill, and I shall offer all the oppo;;i­
tion I can to that measure. 

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-I did 
not quite catch the reply of the Colonial Secre­
tary to the hon. member for Toowong. Is it 
proposed to pay Captain ·wrig-ht's sttlary t<) the 
end of December? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. SALKELD: Is it proposed to pay his 

pas,age home to Enghtnd ? 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He has 

ceased to exist as an officer of the service in any 
way whatever. 

Mr. SALKELD : There is no doubt that 
nothing more sensational in connection with 
naval officers has taken phce in ~\ustmlia than 
whc:t has just occurr.ed in connection with Captain 
vVr1ght; but there 1s not so much to be surprised 
at after all when we look back on the action of 
that gentleman on a previmm occa~ion. This 
action of Captain "Wright's will, no doubt, have 
very great influence on public opinion in this 
colony in regard to the naval defence scheme, and 
to many people it will demonstrate the undesir­
ableness of going- on with the i{aval Defence 
Bill. As one of those in favour of the Bill, 
I feel that Captain \Yright has done a great 
injustice to the colony generally, and to 
Great Britain as well ; bec:tuse matters of 
this kind are not always weighed calmly. 
They cause irritation, and people are ai't 
to fonn exaggerated and incorrect opinions in 
connection with such matters. I am sure that 
no one wishes to see any bitterness between 
Great Britain and the colonies; but while we 
are not desirous of any estrangen1ent, \VB are 
determined to insist upon our full powers in 
managing our O\vn affairs. Though we are an 
integral portion of the empire, the people of the 
colony, through their representatives, must be 
allowed to exercise supreme authority in matters 
of local concern not affecting any other portion 
of the empire; and I thoroughly endorse, so far 
as I am aware of it, the action of the Govern­
ment in this matter. 

Mr. MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,-This 
little storm in the tea-cup points out one thing 
very clearly-that IS, the gretct mi~;take made 
by the late Government in placing our colonial 
ships under the white ensign, bcct~use if they 
had not been placed under the white ensign 
they would have been entirely under our 
own control, whether inside or outsirle of any of 
our harbours. But once having hoisted the 
white ensign they become subject to the Imperial 
authurities-to the Admiral who ha~; his hetcd­
quarters in Sydney; aad I think it would be a 
g_ood thing for. the Government to seriou.sly con­
Sider the adviSableness, having hauled the pen­
nant. of this little warrior down, of also hauling 
down the white ensign, and taking the vesc,el 
entirely and exclusively under our own control. 
I am sure hon. members will give the Govern­
ment their support in the action they have taken, 
and I am sure that the country will support them 
also. I am rather glad that this difficulty has 
occurred, because it perfectly justifies themerr!lJers 
now sitting on this side in the ccction they took 
last year with regard to the Naval Defence Bill. 
It proves that we were justified in not ru.shing 
headlong into such an agreement, and not allow­
ing ourselves to be carried away by the sentiment 
that carried away the wuthern colonies, and 
made them rush into an agreement which some of 

them already regret, and which they all will regret 
before many years are over. Undignified as 
this little storm in a teacup is, I am sure it will 
have the effect of opening the eyes of the people 
of the colony to the possible effect of rllshing· into 
such an agreement as was proposed last year. 

Mr. DRAKE said: :Mr. Speaker,-It is ex­
tremely gratifying to find the House unanimously 
supporting the Government in the action they 
have taken in this matter, and I only hope that 
the House will be as unanimous in supporting 
them in any action it may be necessary to take 
consequent upon this, because I am inclined to 
think that we have not seen the end of this 
business. I think we are just at the commence­
ment of a chapter the end of which we may not 
see for some time. There is no doubt that the 
Admiralty is a fearfully and wonderfully con­
stituted body ; and I should not be surprised if, 
after a lot of protests, memorandums and des­
patches, the Admiralty decide that Captain 
vVright is technically right in the action he has 
taken. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He is out 
of the ship, any way. 

Mr. DRAKJ~ : Whether they decide that he is 
right or that he is wrong, I maintain that we have 
other rig'hts which do not depend on Admiralty 
rules ; and I hope the Government will insist 
upon maintaining those rights. If they insist on 
nmintaining those rights, I am sure they will 
have the support of the House and of the country. 

Mr. HYNE said: Mr. Speaker,-I should not 
have spoken but for the remarks of the hon. 
member for Bttrcoo, who sought to cast the 
blame for this difficulty on the late Government; 
that is, on the present leader of the Opposition. 
On whatever subject that hon. member refers to 
here he always trif•i< to throw the blame upon this 
side. 

Mr. JliiUHPHY: I put the blame on the right 
shoulders. 

Mr. HYNE : I am a Britisher, and a loyal 
subject, and yet I stand up here and hertrtily 
support the action of the Colonial Secretary, and 
I only trust that he will extend that action, 
and put his foot down firmly upon other servants 
of the people who have shown a tendency to 
show a little opposition to the properly-con­
stituted authorities. 

Mr. SAYEUS sa1d: Mr. Speal;;er,-Like all 
the previmm speakers, I support the Colonial 
Secretary in his action. I brought up a matter 
the other day in the House, and it was stated 
that, although the individual I mentioned was 
a servant of the Crown, that neither the 
Government nor anyone else had any power to 
interfere with him. I should like to see the 
Government apply this action to all servants of 
the public. Everybody who receives money 
from the Treasury should be under the control of 
this Parliament, but I do not like to see one man 
let off, after defying the Government, and 
another man punished. I want to see the same 
punishment meted out to every individual who 
offends in that way, and if the Chief Secretary 
had done that to the individual I r"efer to, his 
action would have met with the same approba 
tion that \V its shown with regard to his treatment 
of c,-,ptain \Vrigbt. 

:\h. GROOM, in reply, said: Mr. Speakm·,­
After what haq transpirecl, the Colonial Secretary 
will see that I was justified in ttsking him to 
make the statement that he has made to the 
House. It will be extremely satisfactory to the 
country to know that the action of the Colonial 
Secretary is unanimously endorsed by both sides 
of the Honse. That was the object I wished to 
attain by raising the discussion this afternoon, 
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\Vith regard to the other officers whom he 
mentioned, and whose conduct is under inquiry, 
I would point out that A. P. Smith, the chief 
steward, in ans\ver to the p::ty1naster, sa.id, "In 
answer to your inquiry as to why I provisioned 
the 'Gayundab' yesterday, I beg to state that 
I did so by direct orders of the captrtin, who 
signed the orders on board the ship." It is quite 
possible that if Smith bad not obeyed the 
instructions he might have been put under 
arrest, and poRsibly in irons. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY: The matter 
will be carefully inquired into. 

Mr. GROOM: I am sure justice will be done. 
I am only pointing out what mi~·ht have hap­
pened if the chief steward had refused to obey 
the instructions given to him by the captain. I 
am one of those who heartily endorse the action 
of the ColoninJ Secretary, and I think it is to be 
regretted, \vhen \Ve are all so unn,niinous on the 
matter, that strictures should be thrown upon 
the late Government, and that it should be said 
that they were to blame for what had occurred. 
It would have been better to have left that out, 
and it is to be regretter! that there should be a 
single jn,rring sound heard. My object having 
been attained, with the consent of the House I 
beg to withdraw the motion. , 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN sn,icl: Mr. Speaker,-The 
liouse is so unanimi>UR, a.nd things are so pleasant 
tu both sides, that it would be La pity to let the 
motion go without a remark or two from me. I 
may say that I am also in unanimitv with them, 
and entirely agree with the action of the Colonial 
Secretary; rmd more still, with the stn,tement of 
the hon. member for li'assifern, :Mr. Salkeld, who 
says the country is determined that it shall have 
the management of its own affairs. Had I 
known that there would hcwe been such unani­
mity of feeling I would have gone a little further 
and put a motion on the paper that we 
should go in for Horr.e Rule. Probably, if I 
find tlmt the House keeps in this good 
spirit for a few weeks I may put a motion 
on the paper similar to that which was 
carried in the Canadian Parliament for Home 
Rule for Ireland. \Vhat is goori for one country 
is good for the other; and if the Irish people had 
taken the same action that the hon. gentleman 
-a young colonial-has taken for his native 
country, things would have been different. I 
agree that no Llmne shoulcl be thrown on the 
leader of th~ Opposition, because he had his 
trouble, too, with this mrtn, aml showed an 
immense dPal of firmness. The action taken by 
the Colonial Secretary will, I believe, be a great 
blow to the federal naval defence scheme that 
some persons w'mt us to have. I am determined 
to oppose any Dill that may be brought in for that 
purpose. I again say I am thankful for the 
unanimity of hon. members in favour of Home 
Rule for Queensland, and I hope it will be 
extended to all parts of the United Kingdom. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRili'FITH said: Mr. 
Speakcr,-Before the motion is withdrawn I 
should like to say a word or two relative to 
a very common misapprehension, as to the 
colour of the flag. There seems to be an idea 
that the colour of the flag worn by the "Gttyun­
dah" has something to do with this matter. The 
colour of the flag has nothing whatever to do 
with it, and I cannot understand why people are 
so stupid as to think it has. The position of 
the "Gayuncl:.t.h" as a man-of-war-fl .. s a, Rhip 
recognised as entitled to the consideration given 
to a man-of-war of an Imperial Power-is con­
ferred under the Imperial Colonial Naval Defence 
Act of 18G5. vV e, of course-as has been 
pointed out more than once this session-can 
only giYe authority to our own officers in our 
own shi]~S while they are within our own waters, 

that is, within three miles of our shores. A 
man-of-war that could only operate within three 
miles <Jf the shore would be a farce. That was 
long ago foreseen. In order that the colonial 
men-of-war may be of practical use it is necessary 
that authority should be given to them on 
the high seas as well as within our own waters. 
And in order to emtble that to be done an Act 
was passed by the Imperial Parliament in 18G5. 
UnderchmseG ofthatAct Her Majesty may autho­
rise the Admiralty to accept the offer of colonial 
ships of war. That was done in the cJCse of the 
"G>~yunclah," and it was the only way in which 
that veBsel could bemadeofan"' practical use. The 
rAsult of that is that when the "Gayundah" is 
on the high seas her officers and men are under 
the Naval Discipline Act; while they are in 
our waters they are also under that Act, 
Lecause it is so provided by the Defence 
Act, so tlmt wherever she is she is under the 
same discipline. That being- so, the question 
arose what flag was she to wear? IYierchant 
ships WC'ar the red ensign, the Imperial Navy the 
white ensig-n, and ships of the Naval Reserve 
the blue ensign, which has been considered 
to be, to a certain extent, rath£'1' inferior to eho 
white, indicating a sort of second-class con~ 
cern. In order that the " Gayundah" should 
he fully recognised as a ship of the British 
Navy, as she is, we asked that she shcmld 
be allowed to wear the white ensign. It does 
not make the slightest difference practically 
whether it is the reel, the blue, or the white. 
It is simply a matter of courtesy, so that she 
should be entitled to receive the same courtesy 
from vessels of any foreign power as vessels of the 
Imperial Navy. In order that the recognition 
should be real, not a grudging recognition as 
of something inferior--a colonial article-we 
asked that the white ensign might be worn. 
That permission was granted, but it made no 
difference whatever in the status of Captain 
\V right or his relations to the Government of 
this colony. There is no question whatever that 
the officers of the "Gayundah" hold their offices 
during the pleasure of the authority by whom 
they are appointed-that is, the Government of 
this colony. That is expressly provided by the 
31st section of the Defence Force Act:-

"Commissions of officers in the Defence Parco shall 
he granted by the Governor. . . . All ofliccrs shall 
hold their rank during pleasnre." 

The COLONIAL SlWRE'l'ARY: The lOth 
clause of the Colonial Navnl Defence Act of 
lSGil gives overriding power over clause G. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRil!'J!'ITH: That 
clause says:-

" Xothing in this Act shall take aw~LY or abridge nny 
power vested in or excrciseable by the Legislature or 
Government of any colony." 
No interference has ever been attempted or sug­
gested. In fact, MT. Speaker, the difficulty has 
been to get the Imperial authorities to move­
even to advise-in these matters. They entirely 
disclaim any right to interfere in any way what­
ever. I was not in the colony when a court­
martial was held in connection with an officer of 
the" Gayundah." I know there was great diffi­
culty to get the authorities to move in that 
matter, and I think it is unfortunate that that 
court-martial was ever held. 

The COLO:'\IAL SECRETARY: Hear, 
hear! 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFli'ITH: There 
was no occasion for it; we could have dealt with 
it ourselves. I have no doubt whatever, that 
the Government have a perfect right to deal 
with any officer of the " Gayundah," in the same 
wrty that they have a right to deal with any 
other person holding office during pleasure. 
They may be dismissed for misconduct. It is 
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not usual to nismiss an officer in the navy with­
out :1 court-martial, but it is sometimes done. I 
took the trouble to ascertain that when there 
was some difficulty with Captain vVright about 
twelve months ago. I ascertained tlmt, although 
it was not usual, still it may he none, and that 
there would not he the least difficulty made if we 
considered the circu1nst~tnces in any case justi­
fied UH in disn1issing an officer without court­
martial. So that we may laugh at all the bogies 
that h:tv<' been raised. \Ve :ere perfectly free, 
and nobody wttnts to interfere with us. 

HoNOUBAllLE JYIE~WEJ\s : Hear, hear ! 
Motion, by le:tve, withdmwn. 

MARSUPIALS DESTHUCTION ACT CON­
TINUATION BILL. 

COMMI'l"l'EJ;J. 
On the motion of the POSTMASTElt­

GJ<;NEHAL (Hon. J. Donaldson), the 8peaker 
left the chair, :cm! the House went into committee 
to consider this Bill in det:cil. 

On clause 1, as follows :-
"The :J.Iarsn11ials DcHtrnction Act of 1881, the ::uar­

supiRls Destruction Act Continuation Act of 188.5, nnd 
the Marsupials Destruction Aet Amendment Act of l8H7, 
shall cont inuc and rCumin in force until the thirty-first 
day of December, one thousand cig;ht hundred and 
eighty-nine, and thereafter until the end of t.hc then 
next session of Parliament.'' 

The POSTMASTER-GEN:B;RAL said the 
leader of the Opposition had kindly pointed out 
to him tlmt there w:cs an amendment necPssary 
in the cl:cuse. \Yhile on the subject he might 
inform hon. members that it was the de~;ire of 
certttin gentlemen th:ct a clause should be inserted 
in the Bill enablin:r marsupial boards to ptty for 
the sett! ps of b:cndicoots. He h:cd not the 
slightest objection, and would accept any :cmend­
ment in that direction w hi eh might be proposed. 
He moved that the words "as amended by" be 
inserted after the figures "1881," in the 1st line. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. MOHGAN s:cid, when the Bill w:cs on its 
second reading, he lmd m'tde certain remarks on 
behalf of the country districts. There w:cs a 
great desire that bttndicoots should be brought 
under the provisions of the Act, as they were a 
very gre:ct trouble to farmers, p:crticubrly in the 
scrub country. The Act :et present included 
lmngaroo mts, :end he did not see :cny re:cson 
why those more troublesome little anirn:cls he 
had mentioned should not be included. He 
moved the insertion of the followin£" new 
clause:-

The term "marsupial" in such Act, shall include 
the bandicoot., and the ra,te of boun~ payable in re!5pcct 
of the ~calpl:l of bandicoots shall be twopence. 
Twopence was the rate p:cid for the sc:clps of 
lmngaroo rats, :end he hoped there would be no 
opposition to his proposed new clause. 

The POSTMASTJ~R-G ENERAL s:tid he had 
not the slightest objection to the proposed new 
cl:tuse, but he did not know whether the hon. 
member h:td put it in the best form. He was 
sorry the leader of the Opposition w:cs not there 
to :cssist them. He would sugg<"<t that the new 
clause should take the following form:--

The ::.\Iinist.er, at the l'cqucst of the board of any 
district, may authorise the applkati.on of the fnnrls 
standing to the credit of the acconnt of the (listriet in 
1myment of a honus for the dcstrnct.ion of lJanclieDotls, 
::~t a rate not exceeding twopence for ead1 scalp. When 
any sn0h authority is given. it shall rcmniu in for<.:e until 
·withdrawn by the }Iinistcr on the lil..:c request. 
Then it would be in similar form to the clause 
inserted in the Act of 1885 dettling with dingoes. 

Mr. MORGAN said he would like to nmke 
the clause compulsory so :cs to meet cttses 
where the p:cstoral interest predominated, and 

where there would be '" desire to pay 01ttention 
to the brrrer Y:triety of marsupittls only. If the 
power w~re only penni:-;sive thyse sn1aller 
vermin woulcl be nllowed to remmn. He pre­
ferred the amendment in the form he had put it. 

Mr. GRI:\IES s:tid he thought the form 
suggested by the hon. member for \Varwick was 
prcfemble, because the. brrners W<;re chiefly 
interested in tbe destructwn of bandrcoots, """' 
they did not own enough cttttle or sheep to entitle 
them to be repre.sented on the bottrcls, 01s a rule, 
and therefore the bo:crds would be formed of 
those who were not interested in farming. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GHIF:E'ITH said there 
wa,s no recorrunendation frmn the Administrator 
of the Government to cover the expenditure of 
that 2d. per bandicoot. Perh:cps the hon. mem­
ber remembered the c:cse, when on a similar Bill, 
they bad inserted such :t clause wit~1out a reco:n­
mend:ction, and they had to le:cve rt out :cgam, 
and then get the reconnnenchtion and reinsert it. 

Mr. MORGAN s:tid he did not know whether 
the hon. gentle1uan wa.s seriouf:l in his objection. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GIUF:FITH: It is the 
bw. 

Mr. SALKELD said he supposed the clause 
would have to lapse, ~f'eing that there was no 
authority from the Administrator of the Gov­
ernment. When the Bill was on its second 
readin:S( he made certain re1narks concerning the 
way ir1 which mar:mpialdistricts were constituted. 
Some localities with totally different interests 
were included in districts, mrd people who received 
no benefit from theexpemliture had to p:cy the tax. 
He had :cscertained since that there was a w:cy to 
remedy that, as the Governor in Council had 
power to :clter :c district, and where a clear c:cse 
was made out. no doubt it would be clone. He 
w:cs very snrry the amendment of the hon. 
member for \Varwick could not be put, bec:cuse 
it was a very desirable antendrnent, aR the bandi­
coot, especially where there was cultiv:ction, \ytts 
a greater nui::mnce to farrners than anytlung 
else. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE said there :tppeared to be 
a wrong in1JH'essinn jn the rninds of sorne tnern­
hers with reg:crd to the people who lmd to bear 
the bnrden of the t:cx. The tax w:cs levied upon 
:ell persons who h:cd more than a certain number 
of c>1ttle or sheerJ, and to include b:cndicoots 
would be to some extent a departure from the 
principle underlYing the Bill, that peroon_s who 
had stock and benefited by the destructiOn of 
marsupials should bear the tax. If they in­
cluded bandicoots ftnd flying foxes, as sugg(-'Sted, 
then the agriculturists would have to be included 
amongst the per,;ons who would have to pay the 
t01x. 

Mr. MORGAN said he had no intention of 
doing anything which would arrest the progress 
of the Bill, which he thought w:cs a very neces­
sary one; and, therefore~ since it wa:;:; necessary 
to employ the sledge hammer of the constitution 
to ch-ive a tack like that, and they could not go 
on without employing it, he begged to withdraw 
the cl:tuse he had proposed. 

New clause, by leave, withdmwn. 

On clause 2-" 8hort title"-
Mr. MELLOH said he would suggest to the 

hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill th:ct he 
should postpone the considemtion of it for :c day 
or two, until the necessai y recmnn1Emdatiun cnuld 
be got from the Governor in C'?nncil. He nmde 
the suggestion because he ccmsrdered the :tmend­
rnent a very good one, ::md it would give great 
satisf,ction to rrmny people who HllW h01d to pay 
the tax without reaping much benefit. 
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The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH sn,id 
that was a fair sngge~tion, and the hon. gen tie­
nun would be just as far forwn,rd with the Bill 
on :Monday if it was adopted. There was no 
one going to oppose the Bill, n,nd the delay would 
nmke no difference. 

The POSTJ\L\STER-GENERAL said he 
would n,ccept the suggestion, n,nd move that the 
Chairman lea_ve th.e chair, report progreF-B, and 
ask lea.ve to s1t a.gmn. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said he would like to call 
the attention of the Postmaster-General to the 
clause in the principal Act, which read as 
follows:-

"Any owner of not less than 500 head of cattle or 
2,500 sheep in any district, shall be ilnaliliell to be 
elected a member of the board of such district; and 
any o,vncr of not less than lOO head of cattle or 500 
sheep, may vote at the election of members or the 
b0ard of such district." 

There was "' manifest wrong in that clause, as 
it debn,rred many persons who paid rates from 
voting for or becoming members of the board. 
JI/Iany fn,rmers hn,d not sufficient stock to entitle 
them to vote, but they were tn,xed all the same. 
There might be some provision by which the 
stock held by several farmers could be counted 
'and the qualific,ttion for voting and sitting as a 
member of the hoard grantee! in that way. He 
hoped the Postmaster-General would see his way 
to propose an amendment that would meet that 
difficulty. 

Mr. SALKELD sn,id the suggestion of the 
hon. member for Rosewood was worthy of con- ' 
sideration. The effect of the clause \vas that 
many people who should hn,ve the right to vote 
had only the right to sit still and be taxed, and 
n,sk no questions. It had been thought the Act 
would soon be n,llowed to lapse, or some decided 
action would have been tn,ken in thn,t matter, 
as there was wideepren,d dissatisfadiun at that 
provision, which g-ave those who were taxed no 
voice in the decision of the matters for which they 
were taxed. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said the clause wn,s an 
open violation of all the rules laid down by 
political economists, that only those should pay 
taxes who had a voice in the management of the 
matters for which they pn,id the taxes. \Vhen 
people paid taxes, and had no voice in the expen­
diture of the revenue they provided, they were 
actual slaves. There wn,s a fine principle in the 
question raised by the hon. member, and he 
hoped it would not be lost sight of. 

Jlilr. MURRA Y said that if the Act wn,s to be 
continued in force it woulc1 be desirable to 
amend the qualification for a member of the 
board. At present it was necessary a man should 
have GOO cattle to entitle him to sit on the board. 
That ought to be reduced to 100, as the effect 
at present was that people living in the closely 
settled districts were not represented on the 
marsupial boards. 

Mr. lVIURPHY said he thought the suggestion 
thrown out by the last speaker was ''good one, 
and thn,t the qualifications both fur the voter and 
for a member of the board should be reduced. 
He wn,s afraid, however, that if the Postmaster­
General made any serious altemtion this sessicm 
it might end in the Act ceasing to exist. If 
there were time he woulrl support the hon. 
member in reducing the c[nalificn,tion both for 
members of the bmtrd and for the voters; and if 
he had not time this session he hoped he would 
re-enact the n1ea.-;ure as it was now, and intro~ 
duce an amended Bill next session. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed, n,nd the CHAIRMAN re­
ported 1 )rogresR. 

On the motion of the POST?.iASTER­
G :EJ'\l<;RAL, the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again on Monday next. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMP'fiON OF CmnnTTEE. 

DEPARTMENT m' :\liNES AND WO!lKS-BUILDINGS. 

The l\fiNISTJm FOR l\IINJ<:S AND 
\VORKS moved that the sum of £121,G70 be 
gmnted for buildings. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. G HIHl<'ITH said perhaps 
the hon. gentleman would inform the Committee 
what additions to the Parliamentary Buildings 
wore intended to be made by thn,t amount of 
£13,000? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS said the intention was to make a new 
wing at the Alice-street end of the building so as 
to carry out the origirml plan. The proposal was 
to erect a new wing. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Thn,t will 
cost £50,000. 

The MINISTER FOR 1\IINES AND 
\VORKS said it might cost £50,000 before it was 
completed, but he hardly thought so. It cer­
tainly would cost more than £13,000. Additional 
accommodation was to be provided. On the 
l>asement floor there was to be the providore's 
cellar, and accommodation for machinery for 
lifts, etc.-tlutt was underneath the surface. On 
the ground floor there were to be five large 
romnc;;, n1essengers' rooms, an area for a lift, 
two bath rooms, lavc>tories, etc., for members 
sitting on Select Committee.s. 'rhere would also 
he two servants' sleeping rooms and urinn,ls. On 
the fir,t floor there would be a J\liBisters' room, 
t\vo private roon1s, and three other large roon1s, a 
Rinoking roorn, a dining romn, ba.th rooms, lifts, 
and stairs. That was on a level with that 
Chamber. On the second floor there would he a 
large roorn for reporters con1mnnicating with the 
gallery, and havingaccon11nodation for six officers, 
Then there would be a kitchen, scullery, pantry, 
servants' rooms, stairs, and lifts. The plans were 
now in hand, and could be got ready within a 
month. The lH:tder of the Opposition knew that 
there wa~ some money in hn,nd which had already 
been voted for the purpose. That was why they 
were only asking for £13,000. 

Mr. GROOM said that a sum of £20,000 had 
been voted from the Loan Estimates of 1884 for 
erecting Parliamentary refreshment rooms. He 
desired to take up a few minute" on that ques­
tion, as he would not have another opportunity 
of spea.king, n,nd he was sure that the Committee 
would accept his opinion from his personal 
knowledge, as he had had considerable expe­
rience of the subject. There was an extreme 
want uf accornrnodn.tion for hon. n1e1nber~ in 
that building. It was deficient in every respect. 
If a gentlemn,n called upon a member, n,nd 
desired to see him, there was no pln,ce where 
he could be taken ; and with regard to witnesses 
attending upon the select committees down. 
stairs, there was no accommodation whatever for 
them-they had to sit out in the lobby, and a 
good many of them hn,d contracted severe colds. 
In fact, he had no hesitation in saying that there 
was better accommodation in many of the police 
courts for witnesses thn,n in that building. He 
considered those additions very necessary. On a 
prnious occasion he had heard some hon. mem­
bers 'peaking in condemnation of the proposal, 
but he thought they hn,d probably so spoken more 
from the want of knowledge than from any desire 
not to give effect to it. He was sure thn,t the hem. 
the Speaker, who was now in a pos!tion to speak 
from experience, would bear him out in saying 
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that there was nothing like the accommodation 
required for the accommodation of hem. mem­
bers. If a gentleman called and wished to speak 
with an hon. member, there was no place to do 
so. If tlmt had been the case when there had 
only been fifty-nine members, still more was 
additional accommodation rer1uired for a House 
of seventy-two members. There wtts simply no 
accommodation at all. Hon. gentlemen who had 
been in the Houses of Parliament in the other 
colonies, and more particularly in the Victorian 
House of Parliament, must have seen there, in 
the large and handsome lobby, eight or ten tttbles 
where hon. members could go and see any of 
their constituents at one of those tables. He 
might ha,ve a ·dozen of his conctituents there, 
and no one else would know what took place. 
As far as hon. members here were concerned, 
they had to go out into the lobby when anyone 
wished to see them, or into one of the committee 
rooms, or into the little room for members out­
side. He 11sked if that miserable sitting room 
were sufficient accommodation in a climate such 
as this ? It was extremely desirable that some 
additional accommodation should be provided for 
hon. members. 

Mr. HYNE said that, in looking over the 
Estimates, he was at first surprised to sec: wch 
a sn1all anwunt put down for bridges ; but since 
then he had learned sormithing which it wets very 
satisfactory to know-that " certain promise 
had been made by the Premier in reference 
to the construction of important bridge,;. A 
bridge connecting Ma,ryborough with East Mary­
borough was very much wanted ; and last session 
a petition containing over 2,000 signatures was 
presented to that Chamber in connection with 
the proposed bridge. East l\In.ry borough had a 
population of about 1,000 persons. He knew of 
other important bridges---at JYiackay, across 
the Endeavour, and across !toss Creek, at 
Townsville-which were built by the Govern­
ment without asking assiRtance from the 
local boches, and he often wondered why 
JYiaryborough should be made an exception. 
The reply given recently by the Premier to the 
deputation that waitecl on him with reference to 
a certain bridge, was that he was willing to g-ive 
half of the amount, prodded the local authori­
ties subscribed the other half. He (Mr. Hyne) 
was authorised to state that the local bodies 
interested in the proposed bridge at Mary­
borough were prepared to pay the one-half of 
the cost ; and, therefore, he concluded th>tt the 
Uovermnent would find the other half, and that 
the bridge would soon be an accomplished fact. 
He would now read the Premier's words in reply 
to the deputation to which he had referred, so 
that they might appear in Hansa1·d. According 
to the Cowrie1· of the llth instant, the Premier 
said:-

"His proposition, when a site had been determined 
npon, would be that the Government sllonld pay one­
half of the cost and the corporations interested the 
other half, the Government tindiug all the money and 
the corporations repaying it in time. ThP-::;c -were the 
terms he would propose in other case;., of a similar kind, 
and he would not be granting any better terms to l~ris­
bane than to other places "'iYhere it was considered 
advisable that bridges of importance should be built." 
Several bores had been pnt down, and the result 
of those borintjs had been forwarded to the depart­
ment. He had visited the drafting office and 
had seen that the plans were under way. He 
hoped the Minister for :Mines and \Vorks would 
push on as quickly as possible with the work. It 
was wanted to connect Ell,;t and \V est 1\Iary­
borough. He rnight rnention that, in 1883, an 
amount for building- that bridge was placed on 
the Estimates, hnt he had w1t been able to find 
any record of it ; he was assured that such was 
the fact. It was a special Estimate laid on the 
table, and afterwards withdrawn. The bridge 

was very necessary, and he trusted the proposal 
would be accoptecl-that the Government should 
rmy one-half the cost and the local body the other 
half. 

Mr. ANNEAR said that at th·e opening of 
Parliament in 1883- the last year of the 
l\Ici!wraith Administration-an estimate was 
laid on the table, providing for the construction 
of six bridges in different parts of the colony. 
One of the items in that schedule was a snm of 
£35,000 for a bridge from :iYhryborough to Gran­
ville. He did not know whether it was a bogus 
estimate-the bst dying speech of that Ministry 
-but it was laid before Parliament. If that 
brillge was necessary then, it wa.s rnnch nwre 
uecessa.ry now as the population of East JYiary­
borough hacl increased te:1fold since that time. 
He hoped the Government would take the 
matter into their serious consideration. It WQS 
a VPry liberal offer to find one-half the money. 
He did not think that at Townsville the local 
body paid half the muney for their bridg-e, or ttt 
:iYiackay, or at Cooktown, or t>t the Annan Hiver. 

Mr. POvVERS said the hon. member, Mr. 
Annellr, had spoken about a bogus estimate ; he 
would explain how the matter stood. vVhen the 
.Mcilwraith Government presented their Esti­
umtes for 11-183-4, there was money pnt down for 
six bridges to be constructed out of surplus 
revenue.' \Vhat was the result? The Me I! wraith 
Government went ont of office, the Griffith 
Government succeeded, and since then five out of 
those six bridges had been built, the only one 
left out being the bridge from Maryborough to 
Granville. He dirl not think it w'"s the fault of 
the Mcll wraith "\dministration. If there was a 
surphB now, l\Iaryborough would bave a, cla.hn 
to the bridg·e at the cost of the country. They 
now offered to find one-half the money, so as to 
be placed on the same footing as Brisbane. 

Mr. ANNEAR said the hon. member for 
llurrum was stating- what wa,; not the fact. 
The JYicil wl'aith Government never asked Pa~·lia­
ment to find the money to construct those bridges. 
It was the late Government that askcll Parlia­
ment for money to construct the bridges over the 
.A_nnan, the Encle::tvour, the Pioneer, and lloss 
Creek. They got the mo:11ey and carried out the 
work. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
vVORKS s:1id ho hoped they were not going to 
have a protracted· debate about who found the 
money and who did not; it was the country that 
really found the money. \VIuct the hon. mem­
ber for Burrum hacl said with regard to the 
estimate was perfectly true. They had then a 
surplus revenue, which was -in existence at 
the termination of the administration of the 
McT!wraith Government. When that Govern­
ment met Parliament in 1883 they brought 
down an appropriation _of that surplus fund. 
\Vhat became of it he did not remember ; he 
was not a member of the Government at 
that time. He knew it included certain 
bridges ; but whether there was one for 
l\faryborough he could not say. That surplus 
revenue was not allowed to be appropriated in 
the way proposed. The Estimate was not even 
allowed bytheHousetu be printed; it was actually 
printed, but it was withdrawn as a parliamentary 
docurnent. The sarue surpluR revenue was after­
wa.rds appt·opriated by the late Administration, 
ancl three bridge' were taken up, the Annan, the 
Pioneer, and Ross Creek-£:30,000 was taken 
out of the surplus revenue for them. As to the 
general policy of the Government finding half 
the money for htrge bridg-es he could say notlnng. 
If it was to betheGoverrnnent policy a Bill would 
have to be brought in and approved of by Parlia­
ment. If that was to be the policy he had not the 
slightest doubt that the Maryborough people. 
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would get the advantage of it, the same as every 
other part _of the colony where importttnt bridges 
were :eqmred. The_ m'?ney he lmd at present 
f~r bndg~s was not chstnbuted in that way. He 
dtd not gtve one-half, but generally one-third of 
the money required, the clivisioual boards havin" 
to find the other two-thirds. n 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFl'I'l.'H ·I do not 
think you have given anything yet. . 

The MINISTER J!'OR MINES AND 
WO~~KS said. he had reduced the votll very 
considerably smce he had been in office. He 
was afraid it would be all melted awttv before 
he could get anotlwr loan vote. He could not 
afford to be so liberal, because he had not the 
n:on~y t~J spend. Besides that, he preferred 
dtstnbutmg the money he had for bridges over a 
!arge areSt of c?nntry, building srnn,ll bridges, 
mstead of sp~ndmg nearly the whole of it upon 
one or two bndges ; so that large bridges would 
have to be made by a different policy, which 
must be adopted by that House. 

Mr. ANNEAR said the hon. gentleman was 
quiet correct in his statement. A~ he had stated 
the Estimate referred to had not been printed o{, 
made a record of the House ; but the hon. 
member for Burrum and· his friPncl' had always 
maintained that it was a record of the House, 
and that if the late Government had remained in 
power that bridge would have been built. He 
thanked the Minister for his explanation. As 
he said last night, they had now a separate 
department under a bridge engineer. Several 
sums of money lmd been voted from time to time 
for bridges, and unless he was mistaken, none of 
those works had been carried out for the first 
estimate given. The 'l'ownsville bridge must 
cost a tremendous sum of monev to make the 
approacl!es; and they saw by the newspapers 
that durmg the last fresh that took place in one 
of the rivers up North, the brido·e over it W'1K 

twisted into the shape <Jf a b<~>merang. He 
would like the hon. fieutleman to tell the 
Committee if the bridge over the Pioneer 
River, at JV(acka.y, was completed; also, whether 
the bridge,; over the Annan River, the Endeavour 
River, and the one at Townsville were cmn­
pleted. He would ai'Po like to know whether 
those works were finished in accordance with 
the estimate, and, if not, how much would 
the estimate be exceeded in the case of each 
bridge? He did not wish to cast any reflection 
on the Engineer of Bridges at all, but they saw 
that in connection with every work undertaken 
in the colony by tb~tt gentleman something 
always appeared in the papers to the effect that 
a fresh vote would have to be ask eel for. None 
of the bridges were completed. In bet they 
were in a state of chaos altogether. No doubt 
other hem. members would refer to the Breakfast 
Creek bridge, which had come to a standstill 
also. 

The MINISTEll J!'OR MINES A::\'D 
'WORKS said he could give the hon. gentleman 
all the informtttion he aoked for, bnt before doing 
so he would read a few lines from vol. 41, page 12 
of Hcmsard, which would at once settle th~ 
matter of the bridges spoken of by the hem, 
members for Burrum and lYiaryborough. In a 
speech delive~;ed by the then Premier, Sir Thomas 
Mcilwraith, in moving the estimate he saicl :-

"I propose that for the repairs of hridgf''5 in the differ­
ent divisions £50,000 be spent; that for new briclg-E" 
over the JHm·y River at Jiaryborongh, over t.lle BurncLt 
ltiver at ]~nnda1Jcrg, OYCl' the rionecr llivcr at :Maekay, 
and over the .Annan ltivcr near Cooktown, £150,000 be 
spent.'' 
That settled the matter about the bridge over the 
JVIary. The bridge over Ross Creek, at 'rowns­
ville, was not finished yet, ttnd 111ight not be 
finished this year, although it was expected to be 

finished by the end of the year. The bridge over 
the "\.nnan was not finiRhed; that over the 
Endeavour had been nearly wa,shed away, and 
was being put in order, so that it could not be 
sttid to be finished either. As to the cost, the 
estmmtu of the Endeavonr bridge was £4,692, the 
actual coot, £6,224. The estimate of the l\1ackay 
bridge was £23,000, the actuttl cost, £31,462; the 
estimate of the Annan bridge was £20,62(), and 
the expenditnre to date, £Hi, 480. He expected 
that it wonld cost £24,000 or £25,000 by the 
tillle it was con1pletcd. All those bridges cost 
considembly al1ove the estimate. 

JHr. GAKNON said the Breakfast Creek 
bridge had been mentioned, and he should like to 
know from the Minister if he could give any assist­
ance in the way of money towards the work. Of 
course they all knew that there had been a bungle 
in connection with that work, but he did not 
intend to go into that matter now. The esti­
mated cost of the bridg-e was £6,400, and the 
tender twcepted was £8,500, but he believed 
it would cost £11,000 or £10,000 before it was 
finished. \Vhen the late Minister for \Vorks, 
1\Ir .. Miles, was in office, after a good deal of 
persuasion, he granted £1,000 towards that 
bridge, and he (JVlr. Gannon) would like to know 
from the ::11inister whether he could not help them 
a little with it. Ev~n if he gave one-third 
it would be a considerable help. The traffic 
over tlmt bridge was something tremendous, it 
being the leading thoroughfare from the city to 
the suburbs in that direction. In fact, there was 
no bridge except the Victoria bridge over which 
such an amount of traffic passAd. He hoped the 
JYii~1ister would see his way to grant them some 
assistance. 

The MINISTER FOTI MI::\'ES AND 
\VORKS said he could not make the hon. mem­
ber any promi-.e to find money to build that 
bridge. The Government were bound to find 
£1,000, but if there was a bungle he did not 
think the country should be called upon to rectify 
or pay for the mistake. If the mistake had been 
made by the Government Engineer, of course it 
would be a different matter. 

1\ir. GANNON said when that £1,000 was 
offered to them, the cost of the bridge was esti­
mated at £(),400 ; but they knew very well that 
the rp:1l cost would be over £9,000, or nearly 
£3,000 above the estimate of the Engineer for 
Bridge~. 

Mr. AKN:B~AR said he would like to know 
from the :Minister for Mines and \Vorks, if the 
Engineer for Bridges and his staff were employed 
in preparing plans for the iron bridges, for the 
second section of the Cairns railway. If so, 
were they paid out of the rail way vote? 

The JYIINISTJ<;R l1'0R MINES AND 
WORKS said they had been employed upon that 
work, but were not so at present. 

Mr. AIWHEH said the hon. member for 
'l'oombul had stated that there was an immense 
amount of traffic over the Breakfast Creek bridge. 
Now, they had been trying for a l0ng time to get 
the people to depend more upon themselves, and 
less upon the Government. Although it was a 
long time since the Divisional Boards Act was 
passed, am! he had been for some time out of 
Parliament, he thought he remembered a clause 
giving powee to boards to levy tolls on some 
bridges. If that were so, the Breakfast Creek 
bridge was a case where that principle could be 
applied. In a division where the people were 
wealthy who would use the bridge, they might 
see if they could not, at all events, mise the 
interest on the money until the deht was paid of!, 
and when that was done it conld he thrown open 
to the public. That would be a desimble plan to 
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try, an:I he did not know an_y place in the colony 
where rt could be apphed wrth such a certainty 
of success. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said it was too early yet 
to pass sentence. upon the action of the joint 
board formed to erect that bridge. The case had 
been referred to arbitration, and until the arbi' 
trator had decided who was in the wron" it was 
too soon to judge the case. It would b~ recol­
lected hy many that the late Minister for vVorks, 
Mr. Miles, promised £1,000 out of the brid"e 
loan for the construction of that bridge, and, ~s 
had been observAcl by the hol'. member for 
Toombul, the lowest tender--that of Messrs. 
Overencl and Co.-for £1->,500 was accepted. The 
En_gineer fo:· Bridges estimated the cost at £G,400, 
sort was endent that someone was in the wron" 
who, he was not going to say at present; but fro~: 
what they had heard and read of other bridges 
constructed by the Government, it was quite 
pusRible that the error might have occurred with 
the officials in the bridge 'department. The hon. 
member for Rockhampton, 1\Ir. Archer, had 
referred to the imposition of tolls on bridges. 'I he 
Divisional Boards Act provided that they con le! 
collect tolls on bridges, or on other public high­
ways. It would be a mistake to commence that 
eort of thing in Queen;;land, unle,s, as he had 
often stated at board meetings, they could 
exempt ratepayers. The travelling public who 
made use of roads and bridges principally were 
people who were out for ]Jleasure, and it wets 
quite fair that they should pay a proportion of 
the expense of keeping those bridges and roads in 
order by tolls. It would be known to many hon. 
members that in the city of London, previ'ous to 
the abolition of tolls, free men of the city clrivin" 
up to the Temple Bar and other places where toll~ 
were collected, were exempted if they had on 
their vehicles, whether private or for use in their 
business. the city arms. That was quite sufficient 
to exempt them from toll;;, and perhaps some 
such system might be adopted here, although to 
revert to the system of tolls would be to return 
to the dark ages. Under the Local Governnient 
Act they had ample provision, with the assistance 
of the Government, for the construction of public 
works. 

The MINISTER JWR MIRES AND 
\VORKS said he was afraid the hon. member 
was rather too san,•·uine in his expectations. 'rhe 
Breakfast Cmek bridge question had not yet been 
referred to arbitration, he was sorry to say. He· 
had asked both the contractor and the bridge board 
to nm11inate an arbitrator, or else allow hhn to 
nominate him. The bridge board had nominated 
Mr. Kirk, the late city engineer; but the con­
tractor had made no suggestion. The contractor 
had nominated the Government Engineer to be 
arbitrator; but, seeing that the Government Engi­
neer was one of the parties, he (:Mr. JYiacrossan) 
certainly could not consent to that. So that they 
had not arrived at the happy condition yet of 
baYing the matter referred to arbitration. 

Mr. BARLOW said he was very glad to hear 
the Minister for Mines and W arks pronose such 
a scheme for bridges as he had ; bnt he would 
like to bring before him the case of the town he 
represented. He bad brought the matter of 
the Ipswich bridge before the House, per­
haps with a zeal that outmn his discretion, on 
the first clay of the session. Hon. gentlemen 
who had seen that railway composite bridge 
would probably be aware tbat it was a sort of 
crmtturo of circmLstancos. It was in an exceed­
ingly inconvenient and unapproachctble citua­
tion. The approach, as hon. members would be 
aware, at South Ipswich side was very tor­
tuous and very difficult, and when the bridge 
had crossed the river it did not lead into 
any main street, but between two streets. 

The arrangement was a very inconvenient one, 
11ml had greatly exaggerated the need for a new 
bridge. Had the railway not sbrted from Ipswich 
in the first instance, 11nd had it not been wrongly 
planned so as afterwards to need the Sacllier's 
crossing deviation, which reduced the railway 
bridge to a mere connection with tbe "yards," 
probably a bridge on very different principles would 
have been constructed connecting two main 
thoroughfares. He did not intend to offer an 
opinion as to where the proposed new bridge 
should be, as that was a mC~tter which must be 
decided by the citizens themselves. He had 
been exceedingly pleased to hear the Minister for 
Mines and 'Narks speak of a plan by which the 
Government might find one-half of the money, 
and the town interested find the other half 
on a system of deferred payments. On a pre­
vious occasion he ha< I spoken strongly agttinst the 
£13,000 for additions to the Parliamentary Build­
ings, but when he found that was in addition to 
a loan vote, he thought it would not perhaps be 
too much to expect that Parliament should retrace 
its steps and apply some or the whole of that 
money to the pressi!lg want of bridges, on the 
lines indicated by the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the \V arks Department, as they were of 
very much more stern necessity to the country 
than the proposed additions to that House. 
The bridge at Ipswich was a constant ~ource of 
danger, and in his opinion-though he was not 
qtmlified to speak as a professional man-was 
subject to a very undue amount of oscillation. 
On the last occasion, when a large concourse of 
people were going across that bridge, the oscil­
lation was positively a source of alarm. 'l'he 
necessity for a new bridge would confront the 
municipality at an early elate, as the present 
structure was a very old one, and must have been 
up since about 18G4. He hoped that next ses­
sion a measure would be passed to deal with such 
ca~es on the lines suggested by the Minister for 
Mmes and \Vorks. 

Mr. vV ATSON said he was on the board at the 
time acceptance of the tenders for the Breakfast 
Creek bridge came before them. They thought 
the bridge could be built for between £G,OOO and 
£7,000, and they were very much surprised to 
find, when the tenders were rccei ved, that that of 
Overend ,wd Co. for £8,500 was the lowest. By 
the time that bridge was completed it would have 
cost £10,000 or more through the error that had 
been made. He would like to ask the Minister 
··for J.\Iines and ·works how it was that the 
Northern bridges cost more than the amount set 
down for them-whether it was because they had 
been too short or too long? The hon. member 
for Maryborough had stated that one of the 
bridges up North was like a boomerang. It 
would be a very good thing if many of those 
bridges were built like a boomerang up stream, 
as they would stand better where good abut­
ments were put in. No doulJt some serious 
blunders had been made, and he would like to 
hearfrom the :Minister how it was those K m·thern 
bridges cost so much. 

The MINISTER FOil MINES AND 
WORKS said they had certainly been troubled 
with a die;ease of having bridges too short lately. 
It was a Yery extraordinary disease, rmd a very 
costly one. The bridge over Bulimba Creek, 
called the Richmond bridge, had to be lengthened 
12 feet, and, of course, anything of that kind 
always added to the cost, though it did not add 
to the strength of a bridge. The bridge at 
Clermont had to be lowered 3 feet. It was 3 
feet too high, and the approaches to it coRt 
£34A, and that amount was owing to its being 
still too high even after it had been reduced as 
he hacl.gtatecl. The Endeavour River bridge cost 
a lot of money, and that was the "boomerang" 
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bridge mentioned by the hon. member for 
l\Iaryhor'l11e'h. 'l'hat bridge wa" found to be 
too high am! had to be lowered. It was a high· 
level am! l?w-level bridge, and during a flood 
was 1nade hke a boomerang-. Then there \vas a 
bridge called the Surat bridge, and that had to 
be taken away from one place and put some­
where else. The Mackay bridge wns one of 
those which were found to" be too short, and was 
the one in connection with which someone in that 
How;c had suggested they should cut a piece off 
one end and put it on to the other. The Roes 
Creek bri<1ge was not yet finished, but he 
was certain it was too high and would be 
far better if it wa, 2 or 3 feet lower. The 
approaches to that bridge were very costly 
on ~tccount of its great height. Then there 
was the Annan River bridge, and that was an 
exception to all the other:; inasmuch as it was 
fonnd to be too long. It was 200 feet too long ! 
It was no laughing matter whatever. Bridges 
that were estimated to cost so m::my thouao.nds 
would ::tctually cost nearly double before they 
were finished; and he must say that he was 
thinking seriously of altering the system of 
building short bridges and long brirlges, and of 
trying to get bridges the exact length. He was 
afraid the disease had also been brought down as 
far as Breakfast Creek. Th<1t bridge was said to 
be too short. \Yhether it was or not he did not 
pretend to say, until some expert had reported 
uvon it. That was the reason of the cost of 
son1e bridges having been so excessive. 

Mr. lYHJLLOR said that what the Minister 
for Mines and "Works had said about the 
blunders in tbe construction of bridges was a 
very serious matter. He did nut know who was 
to blame fur it- whether it was the Government 
Engineer or not-but it was a Inatter of great 
consequence to the taxpayers of the colony. He 
was glad to he,~r from the hon. gentleman that 
there was likely to be some scheme adopted for 
Inaking grants towards large bridges. Such a 
scheme would meet with a great deal of appro­
bation. He would like to ask the Minister 
if be was agreeable to rrutke the san1e con­
cession to other parts of the colony that had 
been given tu places in and about Brisbane? 
Breakfast Creek bridge had been mentioned as 
having received a gmnt of £1,000. He belieYed 
that bridge was being built by the joint local 
authorities, who collected the rates, and were 
subsidisPd£2 to £1 by the Government. That 
would, he supposed, be about. £4,000 out of 
the £G,OOO the bridge was to cost, that would 
be contributed by the Government. He would 
like to know if the Minister would grant the 
same concession with regard to other bridges­
that was, give a grant in the first instance, aml 
also subsidise the local contribution' at the rate 
of £2 to £1? Of course, the £2 to £1 was scarcely 
sufficient help in itself in the construction of 
large britlgeN, although it wa,s better than giving 
half the amount, as had been proposed. 

The :YIIKISTER l<'OH MINES AND 
\VORKS said that he could inform the hon. 
gentleman that the policy which had been 
adopted would be carried out throughout the 
whole of the colony. 

Mr. SMI'l'H said wonderful discoveries had 
been made by the Committee that evening in 
what had fallen from the Minister for Mines and 
\V arks in regard to the construction of bridges. 
'l'hure must be something radic<tllv wrong if the 
bridges had been so badly constructed. He 
:;honld imagine that the gentleman who had 
control of the construction of those bridges 
was not capable of filling the position he 
occupied ; and he would like to ask the 
Minister if he intended to take any steps 
to remedy the evils which existed ? It was 

no wonder that other parts of the colony, 
,vhere bridges were n1uch requ~red, harl ~o go 
without them when such excessive expenchture 
was allowed in making bridges which had to be 
reconstructed. 'l'he whole of the colony suffered 
from that evil. If the l<Jngineer for Bridges 
committed such things he could not be com­
petent. It had been found very convenient in 
some parts of the colony where railway low­
level bridges were being made to have them of 
extra width, so as to allow of wheel trafEc cross­
ing there. That would be a great ad vantage, 
and the extra cost would not be much. He 
awked the lVlinister i£ he W'lre in favour of such a 
scheme when the population and the traffic were 
sufficient to warrant the outlay, and whether he 
would gr:mt a sum of money for such a purpose? 

The MINISTER FOR lVII:NES AND 
WORKS said the construction of railway bridges 
w<es under the control of the JYiinister for Rail­
ways; but he believed the railway engineers 
were against tluch a cornbin~tion. He could not 
say any more npon that subJect, but be must :;tty 
he wns not desirous that that system should be 
introduced. As to doing anything to find out 
what was the cause of the extra cost of those 
bridges, and who was to blame for it, h~ was 
cluing his best to get at that. He was. trymg to 
find out whether the EnginPer for 13rrdges was 
to be blamed or not, and when he found that 
out he would act upon it. 

Mr. ADAlVIS said that he had nothing to 
complain of, but he had been rather surprised to 
hear the senior member for l\Iaryborough speak­
ing about a bridge from Maryborough to Gran­
ville. He wanted to get a smn of money placed 
on the Estimates, and wanted to have a promise 
appearing in Harwn1·d to that effect. 'l'here had 
been a certain amount put on the Estimates for 
the purpose of making that bridge across the 
l\Iary ltiver some years ago. Since h~ (lVIr. 
Adams) had been in that House he d](l not 
think the hon. member had mentioned it on a single 
occasion. There had been a sum of £30,000 put 
on the Estimates for a bridge acn>ss the Burnett 
River, and when he had asked about that he had 
been told by the late Premier that that was a 
plum he need not expect. He was surprised t~e 
hon. member for l\1ary borough had never said 
anything about that ; and he thought the hon. 
gentleman's constituents were well aware that he 
had supported the very Government who had 
actually taken that money off the Estimates and 
spent it elsewhere. He was perfectly satisfied 
that the Government would do all they possibly 
could to deal out justice to all parts of the colony 
alike. He had confidence in them, and he 
thought that if they had continue<1 in office before 
things would have been much better. 

Mr. ANNEAR said it was too bad of the hon. 
member to say that he had voted again:;t the 
J\Icii wraith Government in connection with the 
proposed bridge at Maryborongh. How could 
he vote against the l\Icilwr::dth Government on 
the matter when they were not able to bring it to 
maturity? The country cl id not allow them 
to live long enough, and they had no op­
portunity of bringing the vote forward. 'rhere 
were many promises made at election times ; 
and in a few clay's time, when the slaughter 
of the innocents took place, it would be seen 
how the promises made by that hon. gentle· 
man a,nd other supporters of the Government 
had been fulfilled. He (Mr. Annear) had never 
voted against a,nything for the people of Buncla­
berg. \Vhen he was there some time ago the 
mayor, the chairman of the divisional board, 
and several others told him, in the presence 
of the hon. member, that they had made 
an offer to the Government to pay one-half 
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the cost of a composite bridge over the Burnett 
Jliver; and he thought he was correct in saying 
that the late Government placed £80,000 on their 
Loan l~stimates for a bridge acros,; that river; 
so that he did not see what the hon. member had 
to complain about. Bundaberg was well looked 
after by every Government. It was only the 
other night that the Committee voted £300 for 
the gardens at Bundaherg, and now it was pro­
posed to vote £G,GOO for additions to the Post 
and Telegmph Office at that place. It seemed 
that the present Government intended to be 
good to their political supporters, at any rate. 
As to taking up the time of the Committee, 
if the hon member did not detain the Minister 
for Mines and '\Vorks longer than he (Mr. 
Annear) did, the Minister would not be detained 
very long over his Estinmtes. He had called 
attention to a very important matter, involving 
the loss of thousands of pounds through incom­
petence, and he hoped the Minister would find 
out who was at bult, and mete out justice 
accordingly. 

Mr. ADAMS said there was no doubt that a 
great many blunders had been committed in the 
construction of bridges, and it waH time to find 
ont who was to blame; but there were other 
departments also in which blunders were made. 
Not many months ago, the municipality of Bliln­
daL,erg wanted a loan from the Government for 
the construction of a Town Hall. An applica­
tion was sent down, accompanied by the specifi­
cations, but it was rejected on "ccotmt of the 
unreasonable objections of the late Colonial 
Architect. 

Mr. GRIMES said he had no objection to 
assistance being given to local bodies in the 
matter of building bridges, because he knew that 
a great many divisional boards were unable to 
undertake important works of that kind without 
assistance; but care should be exercised as 
to the circumstances under which the money 
was granted. It should be understood, when 
the Governrnent 1nade a grant of nwney, 
that it was on the condition that the bridge 
should be free. If local authorities wished 
to collect tolls they ,hould obtain the money for 
the construction of bridges under the Local 
'\Vorks Loans Act. In one or two cases tolls 
were collected on bridges where Government 
grants had been made ; but he thought that, if 
the Government provided part of the money for 
a bridge, the public should have the free use of 
that bridge. 

1\Ir. AGNEW said he thought the present 
system under which divisional boards, rmmici­
palities, and joint loca,l authorities obtained 
assistance from the Government w"s wrung. \V hen 
the Minister for Mines and '\Vorks wa' applied to 
for assistrmce in connection with any bridge, he 
based his contribution on the estimate nro­
vided by the engineer, and left the !~ea! 
authority to supply the difference between that 
and the cost of the bridge. He thought it 
ought to be the other way about-that the local 
authority ought to subscribe a fixed sum, and the 
Government ought to find the balance. In the 
case of the Breakfast Creek bridge the estimate 
of the engineer was £6,506, and the then Minister 
for 'Vorks promised £1,000, or, as he thought, 
about one-sixth of the cost ; but the lowPst tender 
was £8,500, so that, instead of the contribution 
promised by the Minister being one-sixth, it was 
less than one-eighth of the cost of the bridge. 
He wrk; astounded at the monstrous waste of 
public money that had taken pl>cce throughout 
the colony in the erection of bridges. The blun­
ders committed by that officer-whom he never 
saw in his life-would, if committed in the service 
of any private firm or company, have led to his 
dismissal at once. '\Vith regard to the Breakfast 

Creek bridge, taking into consideration the fact 
that both ends of Brisbane. were now blocked up 
by bridge bungle.'•, he would ask the Minister for 
1\lines and '\Vorks what the people of that clis­
trict and all along the route were to look for­
ward to? How long were they to wait for that 
bungle to be settled ? He should like the hem. 
gentleman to make short work of it as soon 
as possible. Something had been said about 
Overend and Co., the contractors for that bridge. 
He did not think they were to blame. If there 
was a jumble in the specifications, it was clearly 
not the business of the contractors to supply the 
deficiencies. They were well known as a very 
honourable firm, and if a. jumble had been made 
in the specifications, they would act like all well­
conducted firms-they would take advantage of 
it. They had no right to he mulcted in any 
extra expense. He trusted the Minister for 
Mines and \Vorks would see his way to give 
some additional assistance to the BrefLkfast 
Creek Bridge Board over and above the £1,000 
originally granted. It was a special hardship, 
and one that hac! not been brought upon them 
by themselves. '\Vith regard to the old bridge, 
which was condemned by some Government 
official, he had tra veiled over it a great nmny 
times, and never considered it to be unsafe, and 
he had never spoken with an engineer about it 
who considered it unsafe. If the bridge was 
condemned by that Government Engineer, and 
the municipality was on that account bound to 
provide a new one, the 1\Iinister for 1\lines and 
Works would be doing an act of grace in giving 
a little extra assistance over and above the 
£1,000. 

Mr. HODGKINt:JON said nothing was easier 
to any man than to rise up and condemn a pro­
fessional nmn, without any }mow ledge of the cir­
cumstances and perhaps without competence to 
discuss the details. The 1\Iinbter for Mine, and 
\Vmks had a reputation for carrying out his own 
will if he saw sufficient reason, and it would be 
much better to leave the matter to him. The hon. 
gentlen1an had stated that he was endeavouring 
to find out the exact facts of the case. and that as 
soon as he had done so he would take "ction. It 
was unfair to sit in judgment on a case about 
which they really knew lhlthing. He had heard 
statements about the case, which he was not 
going to mention, which would put a very 
different light upon it from that put by the hon. 
member. He had no doubt the Minister for Mines 
and '\V orks would ascertain whether it wa'; really 
the fault of the Government Engineer-who did 
not voluntarily undertake that responsibility, but 
who had it forced upon him-or the fault of some 
private individuals who, for the furtherance of 
their own ends, had diverted the bridge from the 
spot on which it was originally intended to be 
built. 

1\Ir. LUYA said he prote:;tecl against judging 
any man before he was found guilty, and before 
they even knew the circmnstances of the case. 
He believed that if they did they would not be 
so ready in dealing out censure. Divisional 
boards and municipalities had a great h"bit of 
altering their specifications for bridges "fter their 
first estimates were made up, and he had no 
doubt that, when all the facts were ascertained, 
it would be found that something of the kind 
had occurred there. As to the bridge difficulty 
itself, he happened to know something about it, 
but he should reserve what he had to say on the 
subject until all the circumstances of the case 
were known. He would ask hon. members not 
to condemn a man before he was tried. 

The MINISTER lWlt MIKES AND 
WORKS said that last night he promised to 
"fford an opportunity for discu~sing the question 
of bridges that evening. They had been dis· 
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cussing it for over an hour and he thouuht his 
prmni:;;e had been carried ol{t. He would ~ugget:Jt 
that they should now proceed with the item for 
the Parliamentary Buildings. 

The Ho:\'. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
lm.d .listened to. the exphtmttion given by the 
IY!Imster for J'vlmes o,nd .\Vorks about the pro­
VIsiOn made f~JI' tlmt bmldmg, and he thought 
that the adchtwns proposed, from thu ck,cription 
he gave, would not be of the slightest use to 
remedy the inconveniences they were now labour­
ing under. No doubt there was insn'licicnt 
ttccommodation for members. \Vhen the House 
wao first built there were only thirty-two mem­
bers,. . \Vhat was prop•Jsed was to put np 
adchtwno,l rooms ttt one cmd of the building. 
'fhat :n~ght be following the original plan, but in 
the ongmal plan those rooms were intencled to be 
Government offices. It wao never intencled tho,t 
the refreshment rooms and the offices belon"inu to 
the bnilcling 8honlc1 be put at one end ~f the 
building. Ime~gine the inconvenience it would 
be to members of the Legi .• lative Council. How 
were they to get through? There were no means 
uf through acceScl from one end of the building 
to the other. The mc.tter hc.d been under con­
sideration ~ great mo,ny time;;, and plans had 
been snbuntted to the Pn,rlimnentary Buildings 
Committee. There were some very goncl plans 
prepared about ten years ago for the refreshment 
room,, but the then Govemment, of which he 
was a member, thought they were more expensive 
than they were justified in putting up, and they 
contented themselve'< with erecting the present 
refreshment rooms, as a makeshift only. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And thev 
o,re a danger to the building. " 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GlUFFITH saicl they, 
no doubt, ought to be removed. In 1S84 
£20,000 wtts voted for addition.s, and, no doubt, 
hon. members who were then in the House 
would not have forgotten the di:::cus~ion about 
extending the library, which had become too 
small. There were pbns for putting the library 
at the back, aw1w from the breeze and 
very inconvenient for 1nany reasons. ..t-\~1other 
proposal, mn.cle by himself, which received 
favour at the time, was to extend the middle 
of the building forward o,nd put the librn.ry there. 
They really wanted additionalaccommodo,tion for 
member,, not merely for their personal conveni­
ence, but there sho;Ild be something like a lobby­
such as there was m the House of Comm<ms and 
in most other Houses of Parliament-where mem­
bers could meet people who co,lled upon them. 
He thought a lobby could be easily made, mid­
way be.tween the two Houses, by an alteration of 
the stmrcases. Then they wo,uted new refresh­
nwnt roon1s-not of wood-and 1nore romnR where 
members could meet together. At present 
there were only two committee rooms o,vail­
n.ble for that purpose, o,nd they were to0 small 
for the ,l1l'esent number of members. They 
also re'lu~red "' few opare rooms, such tts they had 
on the third floor of the House of Commons. A 
wing in Alice street woulcl no doubt be very 
useful, but it would not supply the wants that 
were most pressing. He thou,ht it would be 
n;lvisaJ:le to call the Parliame~ntary Buildings 
Comrmttee together, and get their ad vice on the 
matter, which was one in which the Lec•islative 
Council had a right to be consulted. H';, hoped 
the Government would not proceed to carry 
out the ::;~\1e1ne the hon. gentle1nan had sng­
p;estecl. I here were two other schemes in the 
vVorks office, either of which was better than that 
now r:roposcd. \Vhat they wanted was c.n 
exter;swn of the centre of the building, so as to 
provide a lobby and the other rooms he had 
referred to. A new library woulcl also htwe to 
be taken into considemtion. There was money 

voted for the work, and the reason the late 
Govemment dicl not undertake it was be­
co,use times were bad, and they tried to 
economise as far as possible. He thought a 
lobby could be made back from the library, 
uncl that they could have plenty of rooms with­
out interf~.ring with l-ight or air. \Vriting roon1s 
were also required; also roomo where members of 
each side could meet and consult. As he had 
sBid, the committee rooms were too small, and 
inconvenient for tho,t purpose. He sincerely 
hoped the Government would take those matters 
into consideration before running into the ex­
pense proposed, because what was proposed to be 
done would not help them at o,ll. He might take 
that opportunity of saying that lately there 
had come into the colony many architects of very 
considerable skill. Some of the works they had 
carried out lately would be a credit to. o,ny city 
in the world, and he thought they rmght to,lm 
advantage of their presence in dealing with that 
matter. He did nut see why they should be con­
fined to the experience of one official, and in tt 
case like that, when they were propooing to ttdd 
to one of the principal public builclings of the 
colony, he thought it would be worth while to 
call for designs, and get the ad vice of those pro­
fessional men. He believed it could be got at 
com)lamtively smo,ll cost, which no one would 
grudge, and by so doing they would. probably g:et 
such an extension of the con vemences of the 
House as would be a great advantage to Inem­
bers, and conducive to the carrying on of public 
businesH. 

Mr. NOR TON Raid when the subject of addi­
tions to the Parliamentary Buildings wo,s men­
tinned to him, the smne thought occurred to him 
that had occurrecl to the hon. the leader of the 
Opposition. He was under the impression that 
members of the other House would object to any 
ttclditions which would include refreshment rooms 
to be used by members of both Houses, unless they 
were p!rtced in some position which would secure a 
recognition of the rights they now enjoyed. He 
was, therefore, under the impression that pro­
ha bly some such plan a.' the hon. gentleman had 
suggested would ha Ye to be carried out; that 
was to have the additions placed half-way 
between the two Chambers. However, when 
the President of the other Chamber was con­
sulted on the matter, he immediately expressed an 
opinion that it was not desirable that the buildings 
should be carried out in that wtty. He expressed 
his sa,tisfo,ction with the additions being on the 
l\Jice street side, o,s now proposed. Of course, one 
ITreat objection was to get rid of the present tem­
poro,ry wooden building, which was a great source 
of danger and objectiono,blc in many ways. After 
a good deal of consultation between the Premier, 
the President of the Upper House, himself, and 
the Minister for \Vorks, it was decided that it 
would be more convenient to extend the building 
on the Alice street side. Of course there were 
many additions rec1uired, not merely for the 
personal convenience of members, but tn pno,ble 
them to carry on the business they were bound 
to tmnsact. Additionn.l committee rooms were 
required by the Af<<embly. They were not 
re'lllired by the other House, ab they had suffi­
cient. o,ccommodation of that kind. A good deal 
of inconvenience had arisen in connection with 
select cmnn1ittees, which, in some sessions, 
were very numerous, one ho,ving to wait until 
another vaco,ted a roum before thny could 
transact their business. Not onlv was the 
inconvenience felt by members of Pttrliament, 
but also by witnesses, for whom there was 
no accommodation provided, and they had 
to wait o,bout the passrtges dnring the whole 
time they were detained. The proposal, there­
fore, was to get plans of the Ill'Ol?osed ~clditions 
dm,vn up as quickly tts possible, m order 
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to be submitted to the Buildings Committee 
during the time the Hous8 was in session. 
He was under the impression that those plans 
would be ready, and it was rather unfortunate 
that they were not, so that hon. members, as well 
as the Buildings Committee, would have an oppor­
tunity of expressing an opinion on them. The 
additional accommodation required on the same 
floor as that Chamber would include rooms 
for Ministers and the clerical staff, whose 
quarters would be removed into close vicinity 
of the Chamber, where they would not he dis­
turbed by people coming in and out of the build­
ing. The rooms now used by the clerical staff 
would he used as writing rooms for members, and 
as places where they could receive persons who 
came to see them on business, or as committee 
rooms. In addition to that a further room was 
required for the messengers. It was n,lso pro­
posed to provide rooms for the meeting of members 
such as the hon. gentleman had referred to. 
There would be a committee room which mem­
bers of the Opposition might claim as thei" own, 
and in which they could hold all their meetings. 
He could scarcely carry in his mind all the 
details of the accommodation ; hu ~ in the 
addition on that tloor it was proposed to place 
the refreshment rooms. The bn,lcony would 
be extended, through the old buildings being 
taken down, the whole distance round, and 
there woulcl be entrances also from Alice 
street, and from the back yard, for hon. 
members who wished to approach in that 
way. 'The refreshment room would almost 
he at the end of the building, and the lava­
tories n,ncl smoking room would be there also. 
It was proposed to have the kitchens on the 
upper floor and the servants' rooms under­
neath. Near the present reporters' rooms there 
would be additional accommodation for the 
Hctnsard staff, and also an additional room for 
the reporters in connection with the public Press. 
He did not know that it was necessary for him 
to say any more. Of course, the idea was to 
have the plans ready, so that hon. members 
might have an opportunity of expressing their 
opinions in regard to them ; but, from what the 
Minister for Mines and vVorks had said, he 
took it that those plans would not be ren,dy 
before the House concluded its labours. 
Possibly they might be so fttr advanced 
that hon. members might he able to give an 
idea of the additions it was proposed to mtrry 
out, and be able to express an opinion, which 
opinion would have a great deal of weight. The 
expenditure of the money was a matter with 
which the Government were concerned ; but he 
thought the accommodation which was proposed 
to be given would be sufficient for a long time. 
It would not include an additional library ; but it 
wouldincludearoom in which certain books would 
be stowed away in such a place that they might 
be got at when they happened to be wanted. At 
any mte, the building would he free from the 
files and almost useless books which were stowed 
away in cupboards, and could hardly he got n,t 
when they were wanted. He might also state 
that the plan which the hon. member referred to 
for extending the library over the ron,dway was 
brought up, and the general opinion seemed to he 
strongly against it. 

Mr. PAUL said he wished to know if provision 
had been made for a post >md telegraph office at 
H.ulleston? 

The MINISTER FOR :MINES AND 
WOUKS said no provision had been made. 
That was a matter 'entirely for the Post and 
Telegraph Department. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GHIFJi'ITH said he 
would like to hear what the J>finister for Mines 
and IV orks had to sn,y about those additions to 
Parliament House. 

The MII"{ISTER FOR MINES AND 
WORKS said he could add scarcely anything to 
what had been said by the hon. the Speaker. 
The plans would not be ready in time. The idea 
of calling for competitive plans was entertained 
for some time, but it·was at last abandoned. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH s~id what 
was proposed to be done would be a grent rnis· 
take, as it would lmve to be n,lmndonecl, and 
would not be a permanent arrangement. The 
mntter had been discus:;ed very often in thn,t 
Committee before, and a proposal of that kind 
was condemned from the first. An essential 
addition was a room where members could see 
their friends without leaving the House; hut, 
with the proposed arrangement, that would be 
200 yards off-at any rate, as far awn,y as the 
Belle Vue Hotel. They would have to go along 
one balcony, then along another balcony, and 
that was not at all the sort of thing that was 
·wanted. vVhat was wanted was a room that 
would be accessible easily from the middle of 
the building. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
WORKS said, if the hon. g·entleman had been 
speaking in the intereqts of the members of the 
IJegis]ative Council he would have been right. 
Bnt the President of the Council lmd been con­
sulted upon every occasion, and did not entertain 
the idea that the leader of the Opposition die!. 
Be<icles that hon. gentleman must recollect 
that th'e members of the Leg-islative Council 
were only about one-half in m~mber of th'?s.e of 
the Legislative Assembly. As for the add!tJOns 
being 200 yards n,way, that was a mistake. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
was not speaking in the interests of the Legisla­
tive Council, but had spoken in the interests of 
the members of the Legislative Assembly, and 
those members of the public who wished to come 
and see them. It would be extremely incon­
venient for them. 

The MINISTEH FOR MINES AND 
·woRKS said the proposed accommodation wuuld 
be more convenient for members meeting their 
friends. 

Mr. FOX TON said the Government ought to 
consider the motion very fully before they went 
in for the proposed expenditure. Probn,hly they 
had done so. In the year 1884 the representa­
tives of the Legislative Council on the Buildings 
Committee were the President, the Hon. ,V, 
lforrest, and the Hon. A. 0. Gregory ; and those 
of the Legislative Assembly were the then 
Speaker, Mr. Groom, Mr. Stevens, and Mr. 
Mellor. They brought up a report, which was to 
be found on page 445 of vol. i. of the "Votes and 
Proceedings" of that year, and which ren,d as 
follows:-

'' 1. The Joint Committee of the two Houses, rt])pointed 
on the 9th dny of July last, for the management and 
superintendence of the Parliamentary Buildings, having 
deemed it ex]Jedient, soon after their appointment, to 
consider the question of extending the accommodation 
11rovided hy the lH'I?<;;cnt Bnildings. beg now to report to 
your honourable House the result of their investiga­
tions. 

"2. In 1881 a report from the Buildings Committee was 
submitted to rarliament, in which the existence of 
'vooden structures in close proximity to the main 
building '\Vas a1lvertcd to a~ enormously increasing the 
risk of fire, and it was then recommendo<~ that the 
present wooden refreshment rooms should g1ve way to 
a stone building. 

"3. The committee found that rcprF,..,c:ntations had 
been made to the Government upon the general question 
of additions to the lmildings by the Buil<lings Com­
mi.ttces of the sessions of 18.'-.2, 1883, and the first session 
of l.SS-:t; 1Jut that while cnch session the necess1ty for 
the 'vork became more urgent, nothing had bNm done 
beyond the preparation- of plans by .:\Ir. RolJert 
Fergnson, nnder direction of the late Government. 
The correspondence in the matter is appended. 
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"4. The librnry accommodation is manifestly insuffi­
cient, the want of space rnaking itself felt more and 
more every time additional books arrive, while the heat, 
bad vcntilntion, and limited space of the refreshment 
rooms is painfully obvious to all who use them. 

"5. Under these circumstances the committee decided 
to advise with the Colonial Al'Chiteet as to the best 
method of providing the accommodation re(1uired; 
an~·thc. services of l\Ir. Olarkc h~Lving been placed at 
then du.:posal by the novcrnrncat for this purpose. 
se.vernl sketch plans were made and considered, together 
w1th the plans above referred to. The ultimate form 
in which it was dcci<led to snbmit a de~ign for the 
judgment of Parliament is shown in the :mnexcd 
lithographs. This design is now recommended for 
adoption by your honourable House." 
He desired to point out that the Joint Parlia­
mentary Buildings Committee of th"t dav hav­
ing considered the previous sug·gestions "which 
had been made, and having, apparently, gone 
very carefully mto the matter, brought up an 
elab~lrate plan, which they proposed should be 
carried out. It appeared to him an excellent 
plan, as it provided very extensiwe library 
accommodation, which it was apparent to every 
member was very necessary as the present 
library accommodation was 'most inadequate. 
There were immense piles of valuable 
wo~ks-recm·ds . of the proceedings of other 
legmlatures - p1led upon the floor in ureat 
stacks, and he submitted that the risk from 
fire in having such immense piles of inflam­
mable matter packed on the floor was very con­
siderable. Those books and redords should be 
stored away in a room as nearly as possible fire· 
proof, as their dPstruction Would be a national 
loss. The plans submitted by the committee, to 
whose report he had referred, kept in mind in the 
langnage of the report "that the accommodation 
now to be provided must be sufficient for the re­
quirements of a long future." They did not pro­
pose that the whole of the aclditions, according to 
that plan, should be proceeded with at once but 
they could be gone on with as required, as p~rt of 
a complete plan of a building which would do 
jnstice to the Legislature of an important colony. 
I-I e thought it very undesirable that, after such 
mature delibemtion, those plans shoulrl he set aside, 
unless more suitable plans could be devised. And 
from what he could gather from the Minister for 
1\fines and ~ orks, the new plans proposed would 
not be so smtable, as they would make the build­
ing lop-sided, would not provide sufficient ac­
commodation, and would make access to the 
refreshment rooms otnd library difficult for mem­
bers of the Legislative Council. He believed 
they ought not to be gone on with, unless excel­
lent reasons could be shown for dep<trting from 
the recommendations of the Buildings Com­
mittee in 1884. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
WORKS said he had stated that the plans 
would not be ready for the calling of tenders 
for some time, but they would he hoped be 
ready for exhibition arid inspe~tion by hon. 
members by Monday or Tuesday. They would 
be !aiel before the Buildings Committee for their 
approval or disapproval, and his opinion was 
th'tt the Buildings Committee should have a 
hrg:e say in the matter. If they disapproved of 
them the Government would certainlv not persist 
in carrying them out. -

Mr. COWLEY said that on the first occasion 
on which he arldressed the House, he strongly 
opposed the vote of additions to the Parlb­
n:entary buildings, and he did so believiniT that 
it simply applied to the refn>«lnnent roon~~ He 
might say that, after listening to the speeches 
made by the hon. member for Toowoomba the 
leader of the Opposition, and the Speaker,' and 
als~' <:fter the knowledge he had gained of the 
bmlclmgs, he had come to the conclusion that in 
opposing the vote in the first instance he had 

made a mistake. He fonnd it necessary now that 
the proposed alterations should be made. Believing 
that the Parliamentary Buildings Committee 
would have the plans laid before them and 
would thoroughly consider them, and recom­
mend what they thought best for the require­
ments of the House, he was prepared to 
give the vote his cordial support. Look­
ing further down the vote he saw an item, 
''Brisbane Port OHice, cottage for 1nessenger, 
£400." That cottage might be required, and 
probably it was the intention of the Government 
to erect a tasty little building in keeping with 
the character of the cottages attached to 
the other public buildings. Fnrther on, how­
ever, in the vote he found there was £750 
put down for a Custom-house at Cairns, and 
he would ask the Minister for Mines and 
Works to contrast those two items. Cairns was 
a rising place, where they were spending about 
a million of money to construct a railway c·m· 
necting that town with a large mineral district, 
and he would s1:ggest the advisability of their 
erecting a building· that would meet the require­
ments of the place for years to come ; and 
that they should not fritter away a paltry 
£750 for a Custom-house in a town on one of 
the finest harbours in Queensland. There 
was :tnother item of £330 fo~ "boatmen's 
cottages" at Dungeness, and he contrasted that 
vote with the one of £lOO for ''a cottage" at Bri,­
hane. No doubt the boatmen who lived at 
Dungeness were married men, and if they were 
building two or more cottages there for £350 they 
were not likely to meet the requirements of the 
people. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said he would 
like to know if the Postmaster-General had 
called the attention of the Minister for Mines 
and vVorks to the necessity for making pro­
vision at Charters Towers for a telegraph office. 
He did not see anything down for Charters 
Towers, though he understood that representa­
tions had been made to the Postmaster-General 
with respect to the scanty accommodation at 
Charters Towers for the telegraJJh offices. There 
had been a miserably small building there doing 
duty for some time past as a post and telegraph 
office, and it had been eniarged during the 
existence of the last Government. Still the 
accommodlttion provided was totally insuffi­
cient, and the officers connected with the insti­
tution, and those who had business there, 
were subjected to very great inconvenience. 
The accommodation was so bad that it must affect 
injuriously the health of the officer', and inter­
fere serionsly with the performance of their 
duties. The time had come for the division of 
the Post and Telegraph Offices, and the Chamber 
of Commerce had made representations to that 
effect to the Telegraph Department, to see if 
auything could be done. A sum of money should 
be placed on the Estimates for the erection of 
buildings, and he thoug·ht the present was the time 
to draw the attention of the hon. gentlemen to the 
urgent necessity which existed for proper accom­
modation in that direction in Charters Towers. 
In Townsville there was an immense sum of 
money being expended for a new post office. 
On the I~stimates he found the large sum of 
£12,000 set clown for increased postal accom­
modation at Rockhttmpton. He did not grudge 
that amount, hut in Rockhampton there were 
two buildings which would be serviceable for 
smne years to corr1e in carrying out the \Vork of 
those two departments. He knew the post­
office was somewhat crowded, and he did not 
grudge that money, but he thought that Charters 
Towers, which had made so few demands 
upon the Treasury for public buildings, should 
receive some conside1·ation, seeing that Towns­
ville and Rockhampton were having large 
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sums of money voted. Charters Towers was 
left with a ramshackle kin(! of a building 
which had to do duty for both a post and tele~ 
graph oft'ce. A place of such importance 
demanded more accommodation than it w.cs 
receiving from the Estimates. He would also 
like to know whether the telec>raph office at 
Queenton, for which tenners h':td been called 
son1e time ago, '\ras being proceeded 'vith, and 
wheth~r the long-suffering people of that locality 
were hkely to get the amount of rtttention in the 
shape of provision fur the extension of their 
telegraphic business which was required? 

Mr. ARCHE~ srtid he would like to say a 
word or two With regard to the remarks just 
made. He had not the slightest objection to the 
hon .. member for Charters Towers advocating 
any Improvements necessary in that town, but he 
could not imagine why he should have at the 
same time called attention to the fact that Rock­
hampton w::ts getting cert::tin things that were 
not required, seeing he had been a member of 
the Government which had given them. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: I did not s::ty 
they did not require them. 

Mr. ARCHER said those buildings were abso­
lutely and obviously necessary. The fm·mer 
Government had promised them, and the 
present Government h::td likewise promised 
~hem now. Surely it was possible for a person 
m that Commitbee to advocate the wants 
of his own constituency without running down 
the wants of another constituency. He thmwht 
the hon. gentleman would have clone m~ch 
better . if he hrtcl not made a dep>Lrture of 
that kmd. He knew tlut the post office in 
Rockhampton was in a building which could 
not nearly accommodate the officers eniTagecl 
in it. ?'hey .h::td nothini\. like room to" per­
form their duties, and additiOnal accommod::ttion 
must have been absolutely necessary when the 
late Government and the present Government 
both approved of it_ From the way the hon :a ember for Charters Towers had brought the sub: 
Ject forward he had been forced to speak about it. 
He should certainly not make ::tny rem::trks in 
contradiction of what the hon. men) her hac! said 
about the wants of Charters Towers. as he did 
not suppose the hon. gentleman would have said 
what was not the case. He should cert::tinly 
not mnke any remarks deprecatiniT those im­
provements in Charters Towers, but he thought 
the hon. gentleman should not h::tve referred to 
the. new buildings to be erected at Hockhampton, 
seemg he had been a member of the Government 
which had promised those improvements. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said the bon. 
gentleman had misunderstood him. He hrtd 
stated most distinctly that he did not grmlge 
R~ck~ampton that expenditure, hut he had been 
pomtmg out the rtmount of expenditure upon 
some places in comparison with others. His 
only object in drawing attention to the present 
::tccommodation in Rockhampton was to show that 
they had .got as much accommodation, relatively, 
for carrymg on the business of the post and 
telegraph ofhces as the people of Charters 
Towers had. He complained that while that 
handsome expennitnre-which he did not at all 
gruclge-'Yas hein(i made at Rockhampton, a 
place: \VhlCh was 1n as great need was getting 
nothmg. He thought a place like Chrtrters 
~owers, which !md been one of the few places in 
tne colony which had made but little demand 
upon the Treasury, should have more considera­
tion than it had received. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
·woRKS said that when he was at Charters 
Towers lately he had visited the post and 

telegraph office, and he found it was ex­
tremely inconvenient ; and he had seen that 
the telegraph operators were obliged to carry 
out their duties at the expense of health. 
Nevertheless, they could not put post an cl 
telegraph offices at every place in the colony 
wh0re they were w::tnted. Nearly all the build­
ings clown on that Estimate had been promised 
by the I::~te Government, or had been asked for 
hy the different departments during the period 
of administration of the hte Government. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: Some h>tv•> been 
asked for since. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
vVORKS said there were very few. They were 
nearly all under the c::ttegory of having been 
promised hy the late Government. Nothing 
had been asked by Charters Towers, ::tnd he pre­
sumed thrtt was the rertson there was nothing on 
the Estimates. He quite agreed with the hon. 
gentleman thrtt Charters Towers wanted either 
a post or a telegraph office, a.ncl he had no doubt 
that something in that direction would shortly be 
done. As to Queenton, the tenders had been 
called for the telegmph office. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said he wanted to call 
the attention of the Minister for Mines and 
\Vorks to the third item in the" Building· list:.;"­
for Brisbane Hospital, bundry, etc. He wished 
to ask whether the people of Brisbane had con­
tributed anything besides the £7,000 proposed to 
be given by the Government? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
WORKS said that he w::ts not rtwarethat anything 
had been contributed by the public of Brisbane. 
The Brisbane Hospital h::td always been tre::~ted 
differently to the nthm· hospitals of the colony, as 
it was, as had often been stated, the general 
hospital for the whole of the colony. The £7,000 
was to provide :1 laundry, steam fittings, out­
patients' roon1, and several other conveniences 
for the hospital, rtnd the present buildings which 
were used for that purpose were to be converted 
into v.rardsrnen's quarters. 

Mr. MACFARLAN.E said the people of Bris­
bane onght to be ashrtmed of themselves. The 
people in the outside districts contributed hand­
somely towards the support of their hospitals; 
but the people of Brisbane had only to dem::tnd 
money from the Government for their hospital, 
rtnd it was supplied. It was not long since the 
Ipswich people spent .£1., 500 on their hospit::~l, 
and had hard work to get £500 refunded by the 
Government; and since then they hat! spent 
£1,000 on a children's hospital, not a single 
penny of which was supplied hy the Govern­
ment. If the Brisbane people contributed to 
their hospital in the way the Ipswich people did 
to theirs there would not he those yearly demands 
on the Government for the Brisbane Hospital. 
The argument that cases from all p::trts of the 
colony were sent to Brisbane for better medicrtl 
advice only applied to a certain extent, because 
the other hospitals were crowded as well as the 
Brisbane Hospital, and the Brisbane people 
should contribute more handsomely to their 
hospit::tl. On Hospital Sundtty the sum of £400 
was collected in Ipswich, and only £1,200 
in Brisbrtne, though the population of Ipswich 
w::ts only onP-eighth of the population of Bris­
hn.ne. Th" 1'Iinister for Mines ::tnd vVorks ought 
to refuse those yearly demands on the Govern­
ment for the Brisbane Hospital, unless the people 
contributed as they should. 

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE said the hon. 
member w::ts too hard on the people of Brisbane; 
and if he had lived in Brisht1ne for the last few 
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years he would have formed a different opinion 
as to the manner in which the Brisbane people 
supported tt1eir charitable institutions. Ladies 
were continually asking for subscriptions towards 
various charitable inst1tutions in Brisbane, and 
when hdies mtme round for subscriptions one 
could not resist, though one could sometimes get 
ont of it when a male collector came round. ]Jut 
larlies ne<Lrly <Llw<Lys came round now, and the 
Brisbane people had to put their hands into their 
pockets all the year round for all sorts of objects 
which the country members never heard of. He 
knew that the Brisbane people were as liberal in 
the support of their charitctble institutions as the 
people of any other part of Queensland. 

The COLO~IAL SECRE'rARY: Hear, hear! 

:VIr. SAYERS said he had intended tu say 
something about the vote for buildings, but he 
had interviewed the Postmaster-General and 
brought under his notice the condition of the 
post and telegraph office at Charters Tower,-, 
and obtained a half promise from that hon. 
gentleman that next year Charters 'fowers would 
most likely receive some consideration in that 
m«tter. About twelve months ago the late 
Postmrtster-General visited Charters Towers and 
utterly comlenmecl the present building. Consider­
ing that it was a good paying office with regard to 
both postal· and telegraphic work, he was in 
hopes that something woulrl have been put on 
the Es.timates. The night before last he drew 
attentwn to the bet that Bundaberg was put 
down for double the amount it recei,·ed last year 
for the park there ; and tlwt little village was to 
get £G, 500 this year for additions to the post and 
telegmph office. He thought that such an 
expenditure was hardly necessary there, when 
places of far more importance were left out in 
the cold. He hoped the Postmaster-General 
would see that something was put on the 
Estimates next year for the post and telegraph 
office at Charters Towers. It was the principal 
post office for a district containing a population 
of about U,OOO people, and the accommodation 
was altogether insufficient for the business. 

1\fr. BMYTH said it was not right for country 
members to be too hard on Brisbane with respect 
to the hospital. He looked upon the Brisbane 
Hospital as a central hospitttl for the whole 
colony, and he knew that very often patients in 
the Gym pie Ho2pite1l were recommended to go to 
Brisbane to have the advantage of the combined 
medical skill which could not be got anywhere else 
in the colony. As a country member he did not 
begrudge any subscriptions to the Brisbane hos­
jJital, nor did he object to the Government subsi­
dising that hospital a little more than country 
hospitals. It would be found on looking through 
the :Estimates that Gyrnpie wa,s extremely 
modest in the matter of buildings. 

An HoxouRABLE MEMBER: There is a sum of 
£5,000 down for the hospital there. 

Mr. SMYTH said that was granted condition­
ally on the people of Gym pie subscribing· £2,500. 
The people there did not ask the Uovernment to 
give the whole of the money. He w<Ls referring 
more particularly to other buildings. There 
was a court-house at Gym pie which did duty for 
a warden's office, the office of the clerk of petty 
sessions, and the office of the Government sm~­
veyor, and there was very indifferent accommo­
dation for the poline magistrate's court and the 
warden's court. If the Government would kindly 
put on the l~stimates a sufficient sum to erect 
another story, and make the top story a court­
house, it would be a great convenience. Gympie 
had not asked the Government for anything for 

years. Mining towns had not the same push as 
other towns--the coast towns, for instance-and 
did not go crying to the Government for a rail­
way here, a post office there, and a court-house in 
another place. Mining towns did not go in for all 
those little swindles practised in the coast towns 
to get what they wanted out of the Government. 
In that case, at Gym pie, it was a real necessity. 
The Minister for Mines and vVorks had been 
there, and must know that the building wtts most 
unsuitable for the pmpose. All that was wanted 
was an additional story. Neither the late nor 
the present Government had done much for 
Gyml•ie in the way of erecting public buildings. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he could corrobo­
rate what the hon. member had said with regard 
to the court-house at Gympie. He never saw 
such a disgraceful place in his life. In the first 
place, there was a hole dug in which the court­
house was planted ; conseqnC'ntly all the sur­
rounding drainage ran underneath it, and so_n1e 
of it lodged there. That was so bad that, durmg 
the short time he was at Gympie, he had Lo have 
the floor of the police magistrate's room re­
boarde<l. The boards were ab,olutely rotcen 
from the drainage water lying underneath. Then 
the acoustic propertiec; of the court were so 
defective that it was irn possible to hear a case 
properly. The whole building was the finest 
possible monument of ignorant expenditure. 
He would now refer to one or two items on 
the Estimates. There was an item of £1,000 
for additional cells at Croydon. The cells at 
Croydon, as originally erected, were iron 
ovens, to which no magistrate would be 
justified in committing any man. In a 
climate like that of Queensland a man could 
only be placed there while the sun was 
above the horizon with imminent danger to 
his life. The dimensions of the cells were 10 
feet by G feet, and they were constructed of 
galvanised iron. Hon. members might imagine 
what the sensations of a man would be in a tem­
perature ranging from 1 OS to 120 degrees, if 
confiner! in a camp-oven 10 feet by li. At 
Norrnanton there was an item of £1,200 for 
qu<Lrters for inspector of police. A building was 
offered to the Government, which was in every 
respect suitable for the purpose, at the price of 
£900. Had it ueen purchased by the Government 
there would have been no extms, whereas it was 
almost certain that any estimate for a building, 
designed by a professional man, would be largely 
exceeded, perhaps, in that case, to nearly double the 
amount of the vote. Then there was an item of 
£1,000 for quarters for the police magistrate at 
Mount Perry. Why should that gentleman be 
specially singled out, when at the end of the vote 
there was an item of £5,000 for "quarters for police 
magistrates and wardens"? \Vhy should that 
official have a special vote set rlown for his own 
comfort? Would the Minister for Mines and 
\Vorks inform the Committee in what localities 
he intended to expend that £5,000? Where the 
higher salaries were paid, all the comforts of 
life were obtainable at a moderate cost. The real 
hardships of life were suffered at the outside 
townships, such as Croydon, the Etheridge, and 
other places which would suggest themselves to 
every hon. member. \Vas it proposed to expend 
that £5,000 in those outside places, or in the 
inside districts where the officers drew larger 
salaries, ancl where they could get comfortable 
residences at a moderate price? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that as 
the police magistrates came more particularly 
under the Colonial ·SecretMy's Department, 
although, of course, the buildings did not, he 
might be allowed to say a word as to the ques­
tions put by the hon. member for Burke. It was 
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the intention of the Government, in putting that 
item of £5,000 on the :Estimates, to make a start, 
as it were--

Mr. HODGKINSON: It was put on by the 
late Government. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sairl he did 
not care which Government put it on ; the pre­
sent Government did not object to follow in the 
footsteps of the late Government in that direc­
tion. Great expense was often entailed on 
wardens and mltgiotrateo on being removed from 
place to place, especially where they had to 
abandon quarters in a central place and go to a 
place where there were no quarters. The object 
of that vote was to make a start in erecting 
quarters for police mrtgistrates and wardens in out­
side places. At present, whenever the Govern­
ment proposed to remove a police magistrate, a 
warden, or any· other official frmn a pl~ce where 
he had resided for lt considerable time to another 
place, his contention, and a very prop,?r conten­
tion, WltS, "I have got a house here. furnished~ 
a home~if I go to the place to which yon pro­
pose to transfer me, it is a wildernes", where I 
cannot take my wife and family." The Govem­
ment proposed to nutke a beginuing in pro,·iding 
homes for police uwg-istrat~:)>-; in tho;;e ont~ide 
places, and he believerl it Wlt·• lt step in the right 
direction. \Vith rcgltrd to the location of thh; 
£5,000--

Mr. HODGKINSON: Fir.st of all, take the 
item for Mount Perry. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFJi'ITH: Are there 
not quarters there already? There ltre lots of 
places where they are more urgently required. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY s'dd he 
had been told there were good awl sufficient rea­
sons why quarters should be provided for the 
police rnagistre.te at Mount Perry. \Vith regard 
to the police quarters at K ormanton, as the hrm. 
member for Burke had staterl, a certain property 
belonging to a Government officer could hftve 
been purchased fur that purpose. He had gone 
carefully into that matter, ltnd had found 'that 
the property in question w.ts about a mile ltnd 
a-half out of Normanton, that the bnildings had 
been erected by a Government official connectr'd 
with the Lrmd Office, upon a block of land belong­
ing to the State, as a sort of spec., and that he 
thought it woulrl be a good thing to sell it to the 
Government. He objected to the pmchnse, not 
for thrtt reason, but for the greater re,Hm tlmt 
he thought the head of the police ltt N onrmnton 
should have his quarters in the town it,;elf. He 
believed the late Government al,;o declined to 
purchrcse the same property. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: I ad­
vised the Colonial Secretary to leave the matter 
to our successors. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said, at 
any rate, the offer was not accepted. He had 
read the papers, and he quite agreed with the 
late Government in that matter. As he lmd 
sltid, he thought the residence of the chief police 
officer at N ormanton should be in the town 
itself, and another matter thltt induced him to 
come to that conclusion was that the riots at 
Normanton took place when the matter was 
under considerlttion. 

Mr. GAKNON" said he Wlts rc,ally sorry to see 
such a large amount for that vote. He would 
much rather that it was confined to rtbout 
the amount ptit down of 18S7-k~£30,000~inste;>,d 
of £121,000. His reason for saying so was 
becltuse he thought hon. members might hltve 
exercised a little self-denial rtnd kept down some 
of the votes~such as thltt for additions to 
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the Parliamentary Buildings. No donbt some 
alterations were required, but £13,000 was a 
large snm to spend on such a purpose just now 
when they were so short of money. He knew he 
shonld get no sympathy from hon. members, but 
still he could not help expressing his feelings 
and his regret that the amount of the vote was 
so very hrge, especittlly as they hac! a heavy 
deficiency in the Treasury, and had had to impose 
a heavy tariff, which was felt by everybody. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GlUFFITH: Move a 
reduction of thP vote. 

Mr. GANNON said he was not going to move 
a reduction of the Yote. He knew it would be 
of no U''0 to do so, because so many hon. mem­
bers were interested in it~snch as the hon. 
mmnben; for Gyn1pie, Bundaberg, and Croydon. 
If he thought he coulLl gd any support, he 
would be disposed to move a reduction of 
£13,000 for the additions to Parliamentary Bnild­
ingt;;, boc~tuse he thought that, having 1nanaged 
with the pn·sent buildings so long·, they could 
continue to ,go on with thmn for a year or t\vo 
longer, e':en if they had lt bad refreshment 
romn, an{l the snwking romn waf.l not good. No 
doubt the Library requireLl extension, becmJse 
they must lmYo some place for their books, b•1t 
he hncl noticed that smne roorn '0 downstairs, 
m::uked "n1e1nher'::; romns," were never used, 
and they might be utilised in some way. 
He shonld cerhinly like to see that vote 
kept clown as low as possible. They must 
make an effort to pay off the present deficit, 
eopeciltlly as he knew the J'.Iinistry intended by­
and-by to reduce taxation if they had the oppor­
tunitv. There was no dnnbt that they had 
corne" into office in bad times, and were con1~ 
pelled to impose heavy taxes on the people; 
and, unfortunately, a large amount of. that 
money wouH have to go to pay for those build­
ing~ and to keep things going. He should cer­
tainh~ hctve liked to see hon. n1embers exercise 
a littlr, self-denial with regard to the £13,000 for 
P:1rlimnentary Duilclings. 

Mr. G. H .• TONES said he quite approved of 
the principle of pro riding quarters for police tnagis­
tmte,; and warclens in countn- towns. There 
ha<l been severa.l instances in u his electorate in 
which those officers had suffered a good deltl of 
hard.-,hip through the w:tnt of proper residences. 
The police magiotrate rct JYiount l'erry had been 
occnpinn· a residence which he was now required 
to give~;]>, and !Je ha<l really no snitable plltce 
to ,;o to with his family. In fact, owing to wa1~t 
of rcccommoclation, he had ]J~,,n separated from Ius 
L1mily for a long time. The same thing had 
occurred rtt Gaynclah. He shonld like to know 
from the J\Iinister whether any provision had 
been made in the Estimates for a locknp, court­
house, and residence for the warden at J~idsvold? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS said if the hon. gentleman could not 
find any ]Jrovision on the Estimates, no pro­
Yision had been made. 

Mr. G. H. JO:NES said he thought it might 
be included in the £5,000 for "Other buildings" 
or the £5,000 for "Quarters for police magis­
trates and \.'ardens." 

J\1r. SMYTH sfLid he was in a position to 
exvlrrin the item of £1,000 for quarters for the police 
magistrate at Monnt Perry. Thltt officer had 
been living in a building owned by a gentleman 
nmned Stone, who required the premises for 
hitll3elf, rend the police magistrate hlt:l to find 
some other quarters. C<l.]lktin Bennett then 
g,1..ve hiln te1npor:::try use of a house be owned at 
lceid's Creek, but Capbin Bennett now reqnired 
thltt plltce, and the police magistrate had really 
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no fit residence to go to, because, when copper 
went down, :Mount Perry became like a deserted 
mining township-the houses going to decay and 
dilapidat.ion. But since the copper indnstry 
had reVl ved the place was going ahead, and 
Captain Bennett required the house in question, 
because it was on a mine where between 200 and 
300 people were employed, and where in a short 
time probalJly 400 or GOO would be at work. He 
had asked to get posseRsinn aH soon as possible, 
and the police 1nagistrate, 'vho was a mtuTied 
man with a family, had no place to go to. 
That was not the only case of the kind. 
The warden at Eidsvold had to board at a public­
house, and he and the n1ining registrar had to do 
business in a stringy-bark humpy, almost like 
a blackfellow's gunyah. Substantial busine-:; 
prembes had been erected there, and why could 
not the Government build decent qw1rtero on 
thatgolclfield? The warden, when removed from 
Gaynclah to }~idsvold, could not get rpmrters in 
J<;idsvolcl, ttnd he had, therefore, to leave hb family 
at Gayndah and board in a public-house at Eids­
vold. That was equivalent to keeping two estab­
lishn1ents going. No w~rden in the colony could 
possibly subsi.st on £400 a year, and keep a house 
for his f:unily at one place, while ho him,;elf 
?oarcle~ at :tnother. He(i\lr. Smyth)rli<l not think 
It "as n:,;·ht that any man should be expected to 
do that, and he hoped the Gov-crmncnt would, in 
that as well as other case-, put up a building for 
the police magistrate. They generally found 
th:tt there was £50 down for allowance for a 
re«idence for a police magistrate, but in many 

instances that was not sufficient. He did not 
think that any warden in any part of the colony 
was worse t.reated than the warden at Eidsvold. 
He was a man who work,,d very hard, and had 
to visit Mount J ones and several other places in 
the surrounding district, and he was very sorry to 
think that the warden had to do that at a loso to 
himself; certainly the salary he received v.-as not 
sufficient to keep him,elf and wife and family 
at two different places, and it was to be hoped 
that some provision would be made to provide 
cruartcrs for him. He trusted the matter would 
receive the favourable consideration of the Gov­
ernment. 

Mr. ADAMS saill he was 0xtremely sorry that 
there wa~ nothing on the Estimates for warden's 
quarters at Eidsvold. He was not the rep­
resentative of that district at the present 
time, but he had been, and he had recei vecl 
several letters complaining abollt the warden's 
quarters there. There were re:tlly no quarters 
at all, because the place that was used by 
the warden was nothing more than a bark 
humpy, which a spark w~uld easily set fire to at 
any time, and the consequence would he that 
valuable documents would be burned before the 
fire could be extinguished. It was the duty of 
the Government to provide proper quarters. 
\Vith . regard to police r rotection, he knew 
very httle about that, but some time ago "" man 
was caught almost in the act of committing 
murder, and as there was no lockup at the plltce 
they had to chain the unfortunate to " stump. 
He, therefore, thought that both a lockup and 
quarters for the warden should be provided. 
'l'hey ought to have something better now than 
they had fifty years ago, when four sheets of 
bark were stuck up for quarters of that descrip­
tion. 

The MINISTER FOR MIKES AND 
\VORKS said that, to save further discn,.sion on 
that nutter, he might state that tenders had 
been called for the warden's r1uarters at Eidsvold. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIFFITH said he 
would like to ask a question with reiTard to one 
or two items on that vote, and he \;ould do so 

very briefly, as it was really time they 
were getting on with it. There was an item 
there for a police station at Blumbergville, 
and another for police quarters and court­
room at Boonah. 'l'here was some mistttke there 
surely, for on turning to page 2il he found a note 
indicating that Blumbergville was the sarne place 
afi Doonah. He noticed a reference in tlmt vote to 
a lighthouse at Booby Island. \V tts it proposed 
to establieh a lighthouse on that island? The 
next item he wished to ask a question about was 
the police station at Fortitude Vttlley. \Vas it 
intended to put up a decent gaol in the Valley? 
At present women were kept there, and it was a 
very unsatisfactory place, as it was next door to 
a school, and the language used there was some­
time,; most disgraceful. It was really one of the 
greatest scandals in the colony, and he found 
it hard to excuse himself for having allowed it to 
exist so long·. Another matter he wished to 
ask about was the quarters for the sub-collector 
at Thursday Island. Remarlmbly good quarters 
had been erected there already; they were quite 
new buildings. He remembered that distinctly. 
A great controversy took place there in connec­
tion with the water-closet for the sub-collector's 
CJ1Utrters, and the whole island was in a 
state of uproar. The question waR whether 
the outhouses ]Jelonging to the rtnarters should 
be in a place within tt conveniently accessible 
distance from the building·, or in a straight line 
with all the other buildings of the same kind, 
and at a distance of more than a quarter of a 
mile from the quarters, to suit the symmetrical 
eye of the then police magistmte. The only 
other matter to which he would refer was the 
propooPd quarters for the Polynesian Inspector 
at Townsville. He Lhought that was a mis­
take. He did not think it was de,irable to give 
that officer quarters. He quite agreed that he 
should get increased pay, but he did not think 
it desir:tble that he should be provided with 
quarters. The inspector received three-fourths 
of his pay as irnn1igration agent. They rnight 
give him £50 a yc;cr for quarters, but it would 
be a n1istake to provide quarters for an in1n1igra­
tion agent, as the office was not likely to be a 
IJerrnanent one. 

TRR MIJ:\'ISTER FOR l\,HNES AND 
\VORKS said the quarters for the Polynesian 
Inspector ut Townsville were really, as the hon. 
gentlenwn had saitl, for the ilnmigration agent. 
That oiticer had a verv large family, and the 
fJlHirter,, had been promised five or six years ago. 
The money for them was actually put on the 
ERtimates on one occasion, but was afterwards 
knocked off. For the Inspector to get a house fit 
to accommodate his large family it would take a 
very large an1ount out of his ~alary, more, pro­
bably, than they would like to add to his salar,v. 
£700 for quarters would not come to much m 
a year, and it was more economical to put up 
quarters than to increase the salary, because 
the salary could not be increased sufficiently to 
compensate the officer for a loss of qm1rters. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: You 
cannot put up a building for that amount. 

The MINISTER FOR MI~ES AND 
\VORKS said, with reference to }"ortitude Valley, 
that it was proposed to erect a police station 
similar to that to be erected in South Brisbane, 
with the exception of the court-room. £4 His. a 
month was at present paid for quarters there. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRI]'FITH : Then 
the sum on the Estimate does not provide for a 
gaol at all. 

The MINISTElt FOR MINES AND 
WORKS said it did not, but for a police station 
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only. With reference to Thursday Island, the 
quarters had been asked for by the Customs 
Department. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: They are 
quite unnece:;sary. 

The MINISTER FOE MINES AND 
WORKS said the same remark applied to Booby 
Island. The buildings at Blumbergville and 
Boonah were asked for by different depa,rtments, 
which called the same place by different names, 
but the Estimates were printed when the error 
was discovered. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: You do 
not want both votes. 

The MINISTER ]'OR MINES AND 
\VORKS said the vote for Boonah would be 
used. 

Mr. L UY A said he wished to dmw the atten­
tion of the Minister to the wants of South Bris­
bane. He noticed there was no sum down for a 
police station. It nnmt be remembered that the 
po)lulation nownmnbered nearly 30,000, and that 
there were a great number of different divisions, 
and no place to put a prisoner in. Prisoners had 
to be taken to North Brisbane, and the conse­
quence wa>< that the place was left without proper 
police protection. If the people were not so peace­
able he did not know what the result would be. 
The present vote, it seemed, was only for police 
quarters, and ajS no provision was n1ade 
for a lockup it must be an oversight. He 
would also like information about a court­
house for South Brisbane. A site lutd been 
purchased, but there was nothing on the Esti­
mates for the building, or for a lockup at 
the ]'ive \Yays, \Voolloongabba. It was two 
miles from \Voolloongabba to Elizabeth street 
lockup, and that was the only place where a 
prisoner could be secured. Then, on the other 
side of the Ipswich road, there was a Jarue 
population growing up, and only a little w hUe 
ago great disturbances had taken place in the 
locality, and there was no way of secnring 
prisoners when apprehended. Very often con­
stables preferred to allow a prisoner to go rather 
than take him to the north side · he hoped 
some attention would be given to th~ m:1tters he 
had mentioned. 

Mr. SA YERS said he wish eel to know in what 
places the £5,000 was to be expended for wardens' 
and police rnagistrates' quarters ? lie nright 
inform the Committee that the Government 
had to pay very high rent on the Towers, and 
it \vould be a great saving if police n1agistrates' 
and wardens' quarters could be erected there. 

Mr. HODGKINSON octid in some places the 
offices of police rmtgistrate and warden were 
distinct. \Vhat did the Government propose to 
do in such cases? If the hon. gentleman erected 
buildings for one officer, there would very soon 
be a request for quarters hr the other. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS said he could not tell the hon. member 
for Charters Towers where the buildings would 
be erected for wardens' and police magistrates' 
quarters; but he would take good care that they 
were erected where they were most required. 
There were other places where new buildings 
were more urgently needed than at Charters 
Towers. 

. M:. SAYERS said if the hon. gentleman 
rnqmred what rent the Government were p»yino­
for bnildings on Charters Towers he would find 
that it would be a saving to the country to erect 
buildings, even if G per cent. interest had to be 

paid on the money invested. The hon. gentle 
man did not take the question of rent into 
consideration. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VOllKS said he did take that into considera­
tion, but in other places they could make eht 
same saving also, and save the officers' health 
and study their comfort. 

Mr. SALKELD said he proposed to move an 
amendm<mtandgetonwith the bnsiness. He moved 
that the item" Parliamentary Buildings, £13,000," 
be omitted. He thought it was a very unfor­
tunate time, when they had lately increased taxa­
tion so heavily, to spend money on buildings like 
that. The wants of some districts were allowed to 
stand over from year to year because they conld 
not afford to satisfy them, and for that reason he 
thought it was inopportune to spend more 
money in Brisbane. lt would cost a go<Jd deal 
more than £13,000 to complete the proposed 
additions to the Parliamentary Buildings, and 
they had already spent a great amount of money 
in Brisbane on the new Treasury Buildings and 
the new Custom-house. They ought to allow 
the present matter to stand over until they 
were in a better po,ition than at present; 
there was no urgent "need for it. There 
were roon1s down stairs that vvere never 
used, such as n1e1nbers' dreH~·:.ing roon1s, \vhich 
3eemed to have been de"ertecl, and they could 
very well be used for committee rooms. Then 
the rooms at the other end of the building were 
not always required by the Legislative Council, 
and might sometimes be used by the Assembly. 
It was a crying shame if the Assembly were not 
to be allowed to use those rooms. He had not 
had very much to say on the general vote, 
nlthough he might remark that £12,000 seemed a 
large mnount for a new post and telegraph office 
at llockhampton. 'Then there was the proposed 
Cnstom·hou.se at Cairns. Cairns had one of the 
be't hcubc,ars on that part of the coast, certainly 
the best between Bowen and Cooktown, and 
£730 seemed a very small amount for a Custom­
house there. The hon. member for Burke had just 
interjected a remark, but that hon. member hall 
been tcclking away by the hour, and pouring out 
his eloquence like a pump. He could not hear 
what that hon. member was saying; he talked to 
the reporters and was satisfied if he saw his 
remarks in Hansard next 1norning. There \Vas 

.£1,.'i00 down for a post and telegraph office at 
Cmmamulb. He did not know whether that 
wets required or not; but it was in the electorate 
of the Postmastee-General, and he ought to 
know. 

Amendment put. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said it was very seldom 
the hon. 1nernberfor Fassifern rose withont .saying 
something offensive either to one side of the 
Committee or the other. 'The position he (Mr. 
Hodgkinson) was in was not one sought hy himself. 
They had been nearly three hours talking over that 
first item, and during tlmt three hours changes had 
been rung on nearly every item in the vote from 
the fit·st to the last. It was his rluty, as the pre­
decessor of the hon. gentleman in charge of the 
vote, to watch the items pretty closely; but the 
hon. member for Fassifern had had many oppor­
tunities of bringing the item under the notice of 
the fJmnrnittee and moving his atnendment. 
However, the hon. member had waited until the 
leader of tlmt side of the House had left the 
Chamber before he took any step< to propoRe that 
reduction. It was admitted by the leader of the 
Opposition that additions were required to the 
Parliamentary Builrlings, and the only difficulty 
was as to the nature of thoBe alterations. He 
should not lose his temper; but he warned the 
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hon. member for Fassifern that if he attacked him 
again he should give him a dressing down that he 
would not forg-et, and that the reporter, would 
spread all over the colony. 

Mr. SMYTH said he did not think it was a time 
to wrangle. There was a halance of £20,000 d 
loan money unexpended on ;tcconnt of the Parlia­
nlCntary BuiJdi11g~, and as :llllClnberuf the Parlia.­
rnentary Buildings Cmn1nittee, he would cerbduly 
advise the Committee to consent to thme additions 
that were propo'J•ed. The.Toint Cmllmittcehadheld 
several mer·tings, and had hrttl the opinions of the 
Colonbl Architect, and of several experts, who 
stated that certain p:1l'ts of the buildings were 
dangerous and might be bnrned down at any 
time. 'rhe adclition of the proposed wing along 
Alice street would give all the neceF .c,ry accom­
modation, and ·would renwvo a, certttin danger. 
The present temporary refreshment room might 
catch fire at any time, it might spread to 
the wooden balcony and thence to the library, 
and if the libmry and records of the House 
were burnt they would not be able to replace 
them at over three times the original cost, 
if at »ll. The additions proposed were part 
of the originnl plan, ttnd were now required. 
The money woulc\ he· spent in Brislmne, and 
carpentert5 and bri.ckbyorR a.nd :-:.tone11H~::ons 
woul(J receive sonw benefit frn1n it, so that it 
would not he thrown away. They clicl not W<tnt 
to put up a monument of Y»nity, but of useful­
ne?S.':l. l-Ie Vila.R a country 1nenl1wr, but he 
\vn..f::; not like ~mne other country rr1mn ben; ; he 
thought a town like Brisbl:me shoulcl have 
a decent place for the Parliament of the colony 
to meet in. The extom,ions proposed should be 
built as soon as possible, and until they were 
built they would run a risk of Leing bnrnt out. 
A spark in the refreshment room would set fire 
to the whole place Some time ago, they might 
ren1en1ber, the Building.~ Con1rnittec bronght up 
an estimate of £20,000, which included the cost 
of an elaborate library. The upper library now 
was eo crowded th:1t they might see books piled 
up under the benehes and everywhere. There 
was not room for them on the shelves, and they 
had to be put somewhere. 

Mr. l\IcMAS'l'ER said he had a question 
to ask with respect to the V alley Police Station. 
He wished to know whether it was the intention 
of the Government to build on the present site, 
as in his opinion it was a moRt unsuitable one for 
the purpose, being alongside of a public school. 
The women sent down to that police station from 
Brisbane to serve short sentences were not as 
careful as they mig·ht be in the langua(\e they 
used, and it was wry unclesirable to h•we such 
people located alongside of a school. There was 
some Government l;tncl in the neigh bou.rhood, 
and the Minister for Mines and \V orb would 
d well to select some other site for that building, 
and make an exchange for the land at present 
occupied. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
perhaps he knew more of that matter than his 
hon. colleague, and could answer the question 
put by the hon. member. As the hon. member 
knew, he had taken great interest in thttt matter. 
His present feeling was thttt the women's prison 
should be erected in South Brisbane, alongside 
the prison a~ 1;resent there. He waR only stttting 
his O'\'R,"ll op1n1on, as he had not spoken on the 
matter to any of his colleagues. Of r-onrse, it 
would be necessary to have a lockup at the pre­
sent station in Fortitude Valley. Ho did not 
say it as a reflection upon the late GoYern­
ment, but it was a matter for regret that 
they should have allowed themselves to he per­
suaded to p;ive up a certain portion of the police 
reserve in l<'ortitude V alley to the Boorood•~bin 

Board. He quite agreed with the hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley that the present gaol-for 
that was what it was-was in a very bad posi­
tion in being alongside a school, and he could 
only say the matter would not escttpe the atten­
tion ofthe Government. 

The MIXISTER J.<'OU MINES AND 
\VOIUCN said he hoped the Committee would 
nut diNcuss the Parliamentary Enilding:::; vote a,ny 
mom. The vote hat! been fnlly disenssed in the early 
part of the evening, while the leader of the Op· 
position \Vas present, and was one on which there 
was :1 general consensus of opinion. Increased 
accommodation was required, and the late Gov­
emment thought so when they put £20,000 in 
the £10,000,000 loan for the purpose. The vttrions 
Buildings Committees thought so, and the only 
difference of opinion was '"to the plans which 
should be adopted. As he had rmid, the plans 
now proposed would be ready next week for 
the inspection of the Builclinge Committee and 
of members of the House who wished to look at 
them. After the full discussion that had taken 
place, ;tnd the promise he made of having the 
plans ready for inspection next week, the q ues­
tion should Le allowed to go to a vote. They had 
l1een discussing the matter for three hcHU5 nuw, 
ancl they had not pas,ed a single vote yet. 

Mr. DRAKE said an alteration might be 
made in the Chamber, which would acld to the 
convenience and e>mfort of members, ami that 
was to provide drawers or lockers for papers 
uncle.rnettth the seats. The space was wasted at 
present, nnd it was very inconvenient for mem­
bers to be jumping up continmt!ly and going 
outside for papers whenever new business came 
on. 

Mr. AGKEW said it was his intention to 
suggest that to the Parliamentary Building·s 
Committee. Both he ;tnd the hon. member 
for Gympio, Mr. Smyth, had considered that 
matter, and it was only that afternoon he had 
spoken to the Spettker on the subject. 

Mr. SAL.KELD said he would not delay the 
Con11nittee, and would not hn,ve Kpoken again had 
it not been for the threat held out to him by the 
hon. member for Burke. He had not spoken 
rnuch before, as he '\VU.R prevented fro1n doing so 
by other members rising to speak. He did not 
come to that Committee to ask the ]Jermission of 
the hon. member fur Burke to speak, or to ask him 
what he was to speak about. The hon. member 
did not ask him when he should spettk. The 
hon. member's threats were idle and out of place, 
and if he wanted to give hin1 a dressing down he 
might give it to him at any time. The hon. 
member had interrupted him when he had snid 
only a few words, ttnd he objected to being 
interrupted. 

Mr. ANNEAE said the hon. member for 
Gym pie had said he would vote for the additions 
to the Parliamentary Buildings, because in them 
the collected wisdom of the Assembly would be 
ttssemblecl; but if members were to insult each 
other as the hon. member for Fassifern had 
insulted the member for Burke that afternoon 
their collected wisdom would not amount to 
much. If the remark had been made to him he 
would have taken it up in a very much \vartner 
manner than the hon. member for Burke had 
done. He was going to vote ugainst the firTilendw 
rnent, because, though he was not a member for 
the capital, he thought theit· public buildings 
should be worthy of the colony. 

Mr. FOXTON said he would like to ask the 
:Minister in charge of the vote whqther, if it was 
carried, it would Le taken to mean that they had 
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voted for the construction of a building in accnrd­
ance with the plans the hon. gentlem~n proposed 
to by before membrers next week. Did the 
]X1ssage of the vote nec<l'4sarily mean the con­
struction of the buildings according to those 
plrms ? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS: No. Not according to ::~ny particul::tr 
plans. 

Mr. S.\TERS said he proposed votin(\" for the 
amendment of the hon. member for :Fassifern, 
to omit the sum of £13,000 for additions to the 
Parliamentary Buildings. His reo.,6on for Joing 
so was, that he considered the capital was at the 
\Vrong_ end of the colony, and n, tirne 1night conw 
when rt would be moved from Brisbane, and so 
he thought they were spending n1ore n1oney upon 
those buildings than was advise~ble. 

Question~"Timt the sum of £12l,G70 for 
buildings he reduced by the omission of the sum 
of £13,000-aclditions to Parliamentary Build­
ing·s "~put, and the Committee divided:~ 

AYES, 14. 
2\IessTs. Ru tledge, Sa.Ycr~. Brulow, hambcrt, Umnnc1..:, 

::\'I:c::\Irts_tcr, Grimcs, Glas~cy, Salkclil., Gannon, Goldring, 
Crombw, ::\Iacfarlanc, ancl Buekland. 

NOES, 3:t. 
1\Icssrs. Donaldson, "l\""Phon, )'[acros:<tn, l\1orclwad, 

R.It .• Jones, Black, IIoclgkin:-;on, Smith, Dralcc, Stcpllcns, 
Paul, Lissner, Phllp, StcYens, Aunear. Dalr.nnplc, 'fozer, 
]~<Lttersby, 1\fnrray, Little. G. H. Jones, C.:orficld, Tjnya, 
Agncw, :Smyth, Cowlcy, -:\Iellor, ..:\.Ychor, \Vatson, Adams, 
Dunsmnre, Fox ton, Casey, ancl ~Iurphy. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

Mr. GRIMES said there was an item of £ii,OOO 
for other buildings, and, on behalf of the hem. mem­
ber for the Albert, Mr. Plunkett, he wished to ask 
the Minister for Mines and \Vorkstotctke into P~m­
sideration the erection of a court-honee near the 
Coomera police st11tion. It W[IS a large district; 
the township was a rising one, and there was very 
gre11t nee<l of 11 court of petty sessions there. A 
sum .of about £250 would be ample to meet all 

.re<pHrements, 11nct he would like t<J ask the Minis­
ter to spend that amount in that loc::~lity. 

The MINISTER Ii'OR MINES AKD 
WOUKS saicl the hon. gentleman should submit 
the case to the Colonial Secretary, n,s such cases 
c:'rne th_rough t!1e Colonial Secret1\ry's office, 
mther wrth or wrthout a recommendation, to the 
\Vorks Department. If an application were sent 
in he had no doubt it would be cle::~lt with on its 
nwrit:;. 

Question put and passed. 

IW.~DS AND BRIDGES. 

The J\1INISTJ<;R FOR MLNl<;S A:\D 
IVOitKS moved that the sum of £fi,OOO be 
granted for Roads n,nd Bridges-excepted roads 
under the Divisional Boards Act. 

Mr. MELLOR said he would ask the Minister 
for l\lines and \Vorks how there was an increase 
in that vote this year? \V ere there any other 
roads and bridges going to be excepted? 

The MINISTEU JmR MINES AND 
\V ORKS said no other ro:1cls could be excepted. 
The roads were excepted bv the Divisional 
Board~ Act. The Minister dicl not except them 
~he srrnply took into considern.tion the amount 
asked for by the different divisional boards under 
the belief that the roads were excepted. The 
vote of £2,000 last year was quite insufficient. 
More than £3,000 was spent, ::tnd ever so mn.ny 

applicati,ms were refused. He was <[nite certain 
that £li,OOO "-oulcl not he enough, and he was 
only sorry that he could not put clown twice 
£(),000. 

Question put and passed. 

GOLD FIELDS. 

The MI~JSTER Ii'OR J\IINI~S AND 
\VOitKS moved that there be granted, for the 
service of the year 1888-9, a sum not exceeding 
£2G,335 for goldfielch 

Mr. DRAKE said the~t the hon. member for 
Toowoomba, Mr. Groom, stated on the previous 
night tlmt when the vote for goldfields c:1me on he 
intended t~ bringumlerthenoticeoftheCommittce 
certain st11tcments which hall appeared in the 
I'rhs with regard to Queensland mining ventures 
on the London market. The lwn. gentleman, 
however, had been compelled to go awe~y by the 
early train, and lmd asked him to bring the 
matter forward. He was sure that the 
hon. ~entlernn,n in charge of the J~stin1a,te, 
with his knowledge of minhrg, would nut think 
he was wasting tirne in drawing attention to 
such an important mr,tter. The hon. member 
for 'foovvomnba 'vished hirn particularly to refer 
to an article which appeared in the Economist of 
the 20th August, entitled, '' Gold-ntining- in 
(.lneen:;land." The mticle commenced by clmw· 
ing a con1parison bet\veen the Indian 1nining 
ventures put on the London rnarket and the 
Queensbnd mining ventures, much to the dis­
paragement of the latter, he was sorry to say. 
The writer \Vent on to s;1,y :-

"It will be ren1embcred that in the autumn of 1886 
companies for \Y(n·king- :~ol(t-mincs in Queensland v;me• 
introdnccd to J{ritish invc'"tol·s in rapid ~ucec-:-;ion, and 
the ea pi tal asl..:ect for wa~ readily snbscrilA~d in vtew 
of lbc faet tha..t spcr_~nl:•tivc activity had sent up the 
prices of shares in some of the carlier-formetl YCntures 
to 101) or 2(") pe1· cent. premhnn. Unlike the Indian 
mine.::, t11c Q.ucenslanrl properties had, in nearly 
every case, been proyell, while in the -~Teat ltlajority of in­
f:tanee~ more or less eoutinnons rct.nrm; lmd lJeon mnde 
hv the locnl OIYner:5. Jnclced, the statcmcn ts in some ot 
tfw lll"OsjmctusP"'''"crc of such a glowing dc:o;erirlt-ion that 
the colon~~t~spemOll. to hC' ;~crifidng a good Ueal in lhe 
interests of British cntel'}n i ..;c. 'l1hc plea, of course, was 
that mote crtpital wns needrd to r•roduco still richer 
l'v-,ult~~. and the faith of loe,~l mvncrs was evidc.:nced 
by their taking- a large proportion of the pnrcllase 
money in share~." 

Then tho writer went on to str~te that the results 
in come of those cases appeared to be fa 1011rable 
nt firr-;t, l)ut \l"ere rlisttppointing afterwnrch;; . and 
he criticised in detail the various companies 
which had been pbcecl on the British 1muket. 
Further on he sr~id :~ 

"It \vonltl only be wc:uisome to 111U'E<lH~ onr investi­
gn.t1ons into those nompanict", 1vhid1 llave so far done 
notllin~,.; 1 o jnstHy thdr exi.stcncr, ancl iu whi.ch the 
pro~ poet of tbClr doing SO is n VCl',Y l"OlUOte OUO. rr110 
instances "\Vlrit~h we lmYc cite l prove indisputably 
that the Qnecni->l:md gold dct'o::;Hs arc for the most 
p:trt of what miners (:all a, 'lnmehy' clla.r:wter; 
and it i.'>, therchn·c, all the more nco'essm·y tha.t 
great discretion should be exer,·if:.od in investing 
money in such an illdustry. Some of the companies 
st,cm likely to do fairly well -..rith competent and honest 
management; hut the hest boom in mining shares 
will hardly be in Qnecn:-lancl vent.nres. }'or con­
venience of rofcren.cc. ,~ ,; np~1cncl a table shmving the 
dates of formation, ca.]Jit~tl, ]mrehase consirler~LtionJ 
and diyiflel}(ls paltl, where t.llero have been any, 
by the SlH',~e~·;;fnlly floated Qncen:o::l:md golU-mining 
cmnpani,--s; from wlli('h it. ·will he ~f~cn tlmt the totctl 
amount of nominal c~Lpit<tl, and ap1n·oximn.tely of 
subscl·ibccl C'fLpital has lweu £-1,855.0(}!), of whieh t.he 
av:~reg:~tc 1nuc1msc eousidorMinns ban: ab8or1Jcd 
£1·,12-3,DOO. l<'ive of the companies have 1mid dividends 
at varying rates. The li.'lt does not i11clndc a few pros­
pt.·ct.ing syndicate~. and a f!lmre trnst company which is 
now in process of li(1uidation. Otherwise the table is 
practically complete." 
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The table was as follows :-

Title. Date. Capital. Purchase. 
rrotal 

Dividend. 
--~-----

Di~raeli Syndicate ... February, 1RS5 
Day Dawn Block A1t2:USt, 1SS6 
l•:thcridge* 
Bonnie i)undce 

September " 
Canadian 

October I..~i vingstonc . 
Cumberland .. 
Mount l\Iorgan ·west 
Eleldron l\Iount 
Kaboonga 
Charters Towers South 

Xo~~mber No. 2 Que~n , 
J~theridgc neefs 
l\1:onnt Britten 

Dc~bmbcr Jfosman 
:Mount J..~ey~hO'n Jannary, 1887 
Dnrllam and r,onl B}-ron ... J.pril 
Day Dawn P.C. 1\Iav 
:Jionnt Shamrock ... Jmic 
Gym pie Great Eastern 

J{{Jy Gym pie Golden Crown 
l\ o. 1 l\ orth Plloonix 

O~tobcr Kilkivnn ... 
Ravcnswood 

Ko~;emlJer l\fonnt Albion 
l\fonnt Perry December 

uiss Bi:o;hop's Creek January, 
monte Christo 

£ 
1!30,000 
5(1rl,OOO 

70,000 
120,000 

90,0()0 
75,0()0 

185,000 
2110.1100 

\)0,000 
250,000 

75,000 
160,000 
70.000 

135,000 
1·)5,000 
150,000 
100,000 
470,000 
280,000 
210,000 
110.00:1 
350,01)() 

.. I 
120,r,{)O 

... 100,000 
201>.000 
160.000 

... , 100,000 

... I 150,000 

£ 
95,0DO 

457,Bil0 
40.000 

10(),000 
70,000 
50,000 

160,000 
175,000 
70,000 

220,000 
r,o,ooo 

120.000 
50,000 

115,000 
158,000 
1t0,000 

6•),000 
450,000 
265,000 
210,000 
100,000 
320.000 

90,000 
80,000 

170,000 
120,000 

!)0,000 
115,000 

8. d. 
4 6 
2 6 
Xil. 

·~*The original l~theridge Compnny had returned 5s. per share in cash and -ts. in subsidiary shares of lhe 
Canadian and J~lcktron Companies. These are spoken of as dividends; they arc really a. return of capital, as they 
represent portions of a property sold." 

He understood that those facts had been repro­
duced in other papers, more especially in a society 
paper with a large circulation at home, and had 
been very strongly commented upon, the evident 
object being to discomage British ca11italists from 
investing in Queensland mining ventmes, bv 
creating an impression that they were not sound 
and substantial. He thought 'the Government 
might very well take into consideration the 
desirability of establishing some system by which 
periodical reports, founded upon reliabie data, 
could be furnished to the Agent-General at home, 
in order to afford the British public an oppor­
tunity of getting reliable information, and to 
distinguish b-etween " wild-cat" ventures and 
really uonCi]iJc gold-mining companies. 

The COLO:!'\IAL SECRETARY: 'l'hat would 
be to give a Government endorsement to a mining 
speculation. 

Mr. LITTLE said SirS. \V. Griffith's "wild­
cat'' telegram stopped £3,000,000 from comino: to 
North Qucensbnd alone: he knew that fo~- a 
fact. The English capitalists were quite able to 
take care of themsehes. It was they who were 
making money out of Australia, not' the people 
in the colonies. If a miner did not succeed in 
getting gold out of his claim, the Gov-ermmmt 
never did anything for him, and he objected to 
any Governrncnt protecting those 1nen who were 
well able to protect themselves. 

The MINISTEit l<~OR MINES AND 
vVORKS said the writer of the article in the 
Eeonornist, although he quoted statistics, did not 
tell the whole truth. If any fault wa.,; to be 
found at all with the results of (~ueensland !11ining 
ventures, that bnlt was not to be fonnd with the 
people of the colony, but with the mining-he 
was going to call them a hard name, but he would 
only say-speculators. He wonld pve one 
instance which would be snt!ieient to cover the 
whole ground. He knew a mine the price of 
which in thepro~;pectus was put down at £187,000. 
The owners of that mine, who had worked it for 
years and proved it to be a good mine, were 

willing to take £27,000 for it, and all the rest of 
tha,t a.1nount was to go to the rnining speculators 
in London. 'That mine would have paid clivi­
dencls on £27,000, but it could not possibly pay 
dividends on £1K7,000. That was a complete 
answer to the article that had just been read by 
the hon. n1ember for I~noggera, He agreed with 
the hon. member for \Voothakata, that those men 
were quite able to protect themselves. 

Mr. S:i\IY'l'H said that he and the hon. 
member for '\Vide Bay, Mr. Tozer, had lately 
been in London, and they knew hmv. 
things were worked there. It wn" not the 
colonial people who made money out of those 
ventures, but the men at home who swindled the 
English public. The men who had brains and 
no money, swindled the men who had money and 
no brain$. A company in which he was largely 
intcrestecl wa·d, against the wish of a large rnajo~ 
rity of the shareholders, registered at £350,000. 
The mine wr~s taken to London just before he 
arrived there, and it was not "irrigated" at all. 
He was there to sign transfers, l'roclucedocuments, 
and do whatever else was neces;,ary. Hon. 
members would remember that when the Hon. 
Patrick Parkins returned from England a short 
tinw ago, he was interviewed by a reporter, and 
in what he told the reporter there was a lot of 
real sound sense. If a man wanted to float a 
Jnine in London, he had not only to "irrigate'· 
it., but to bribe nearly every financial news­
paper in the city. There was the greatest 
rascality connected with the fmancial new8papers 
of London. The general plan for a man who 
was floating a mine was to give the editor, or 
rnanager, or whoever he might be connected with 
the newspaper, 1, 000 shares on "call." That 
meant to give him 1,000 shares for two months 
or three months, and at the end of that time 
they were to be bonght back at par. What was 
the consequence? 'l'he papers published flaming 
accounts of the mine, making it appear to be the 
greatest mine in the world, a real El Dorado or 
a veritable King Solomon's mine. A £1 share 
might be sent up in that way to 30s., and at the 
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end of the period fixed upon they would sell the 
shares, l"'Y Lack the £1 per share, ami put the 
other 10s. into their own pockets. He was very 
sorry he ever had anything to do with mining 
people in Engbnd. 

Mr.. KORTON: You cannot bribe the 
Economist. 

Mr. S1IYTH said he did not know about the 
Econo,mil'1t, but he know of smne very big· papers 
in London where persons h>td received sharp, on 
"call." He would give another i:Jstance: The 
Day Dawn Block and \Vyndham. That was 
put on the London market during the time of the 
Colonial and Indian lhhibition. A large cake 
of gold was plac;eu in the exhibition, and tele­
grams were sent to Lonclon showing every wash­
ing-up, and setting out what the returns would be 
if the mine turned out a certain amount of gol<l. 
'rhe financial newspapers were contimmlly puff­
ing up that claim until the shares went up to £3 
5s. \V ell, a certain gcn tleman who had gone 
hmne frorn the colonies, and was now in London, 
went to the principal proprietor of that mine, 
Mr. Mills, and said, "Look here, Mr. Mills, I 
believe there is something wrong with the title 
of your land ; I'll tell you what you c'm do 
-give me 10,000 shares on call." He (:\Ir. 
Smyth) believed he got the 10,000 sluues. 
He sold G,OOO at about £2 lOs., thus clearing 
about £5,000, and had the other 4,000 to the 
good. Many others did the same kind of thing. 
'rhere were people in London who made their 
living by that business. He was continually 
being waited upon by people in London who 
asked him if he had a Queensland mine, nnu 
what he wanted for it. He \¥as interested in 
two Queensland mines, but he did not take them 
home ; and although it w:ts stated in the 
paper that had been quoted that No. 1 North 
l'hcenix had paid no dividend, he could :tssure 
the Committee that thnt mine hau paid 2s. Gd. 
dividend every three weeks. That mine had paid 
over £100,000 in dividends since it was offered 
to the British public, and it was only because 
he refnr.:;ed to "irrigate" the newspapm·~ that 
that mine had not gone off. 'rhen, as to the 
lVIount Shamrock mines, he had paid to go 
into that mine, and the shareholders had 
actually reodved £21,500 in hard cash-some­
thing like 5s. Gd. a share-and over £1,500 
had been carried to working expenses. In 
fact, not one-sixth of the money that appeared 
in that list had ever reached Australia ; 
and whatever swindling· was clone was done ttt 
the other end of the world, and not in (lueens­
land. There were people in London who made 
their living hv promoting mine<, aml he believed 
that if he had remained there t\vo m· three years 
longer under their tuition he would have been 
able to nunage the whole financial bw<iness of 
the country. There were very clever people 
there. Some person' in the colonic, thought 
they were clover, hut when they went to 
London they met with people who could turn 
them round their little finger. They would shout 
champagne for their visitors, drive them about, 
and put them through the mill properly, and 
make fools of them in the encl. From his expe­
rience of London and in mining, his advice to 
those who had a good mine would be to keep it 
to themselves. He kne\v one n1ining proprietary 
that had splendid offic,:s in London, a secreta"y, 
four clerks, and they spent a large sum of money 
in that way. N'o. 1 North Phccnix had only a 
secretary at £]50 a year, the directors' fees 
amounted toab<ll!t £100 a year, while the expenses 
of Inanaging son1e mines in London amounted to 
about £3,000 a year. It was no use relying 
npon the reports of financi1tl newsp»pers ; they 
told deliberate falsehoods, and levied blackmail 
in all directions. He had spent about £UGO on 

advertising with one firm-Vickers and Co.-in 
London, anu one <lay a certain newspaper 
proprietor came to him and asked for his 
advertisement. He replied that he coulu 
not give it, that it was in the hands of Mr. 
\ 7 ickers, ·who was one of the largest advertising· 
agents in London, and a 1no.st respectable man. 
This newspaper proprietor pressed him for 
the advertisement, and ultimately said: "Give 
me the advertisement, and I will give you 
a good ]'tr." He (Mr. Smyth) said he could not 
and wonlcl not do so, and the result was that 
when tlmt newspaper came out next day it said 
the mine might be a good one. but they were 
sorry they could not advise anyone to bny, 
because the price was too high. That wa, the 
way things were worked in I.ondon. In 
fact, a more corrupt and biased press did 
not exist in any part of the world than the 
£na.ncial press of Great Britn,in. 

The HoN. A. RU'l'LEDGE said no doubt 
hem. memuers were obliged to the hon. moml1er 
for Gympie for having enlightened them as to 
the methods in which business was conducted 
in fino,ncial circles in London, e"'pecially in 
connection with Queensland and other Aus­
tralian mines. No doubt what the hem. gentle­
man had stated was perfectly true - that 
there were some very clever people there ; 
but it was an illustrcttion of the old adage, 
"extren1es tneet ;" because lJBople whn H\val­
lowed all the romantic stories that they saw in the 
public prints of Great Britain about the extraor­
dinnry doings of certain very ordinary people of our 
acquaintance must Le very gullible people. He be­
lieved hon. me m hers were likely to drift into a long 
general discussion on the snbject of the way in 
which financial agents in Lonclon dealt with 
Queensland mining pt·operties. He did not think 
any words could be too strong to expre's their 
condemn1ttion of the conduct of thme middle­
men in Great Britain, who pock,,tecl by br the 
largest share of the profits of mining transactions, 
and the only thing they could do was to expre8s 
their abhorrence of their methods of procedure 
and expl>tin, as far as they could, to the people of 
Gre>tt Britain how they were made the victims 
of those people. Having done that, he thought 
their duty was at ttn encl. He should like to 
come back to matters nearer home: and first of 
all he would mention that,,, serious complaint was 
made to him at Charters Towers a few months ago 
with reference to the delays that took place in 
connection with the survey of homeste:cds on 
goldfields. A large number of hom,,steads had 
been taken up under the Act paS"'ed by the late 
Government, and there were scores of people on 
Charters Towers who were unable to fenc<> in 
their dwellings, and some of them did not think 
it safe to put up anything like permanent resi­
dences, becnu'e they could not get a definite idea 
of where the boundary lines of their buds were. 
The crying want there-~one great want at all 
events-was to hctYC a suiticient staff of sur­
veyor,; to get homesteccd,s laid ofi so that the people 
might know the ground to which they were en­
titled. It was no nsc, to e:ty that they should go 
on building and put 11p their fencing- afterwards. 
Half the ntlue of those homesteads consisted in 
the ability of the people to fence in their ground 
and have their bit of garden, where they grew a 
few vegetables and fruit and ornamental trees. 
It must be self-evident, therefore, that if they 
could not fence in their lands, half the value of 
them, for hornester~cl purpooes, was absolutely 
gone. The hon. gentleman must have received 
complaints about those delays, and he hoped the 
hon. gentleman would take the matter into his 
consideration and see that delay shoulcl no longer 
be permitted to occur in getting those surveys of 
homesteads efiected. It was felt hy the people 
there to be a serious grievance. He would alw 
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call attention to the fact that the business con­
nected with the Mines Department at Charters 
Towers had grown to such an extent that there 
was now found to be insuHi.cjent accornrnodation 
for the dPpartment. The only place where the 
officers were accommodated now was in some 
extra rooms belonging to the new court-house. 
The building was built for a court-house, but 
many of the rooms was used for offices for the 
Mines Department. When he inspected them a 
few months ago he was very sorry to find 
that the accommodation was very meagre, and 
altogether unsuitahle for the consto,ntly growing 
requirements of that place. ~e wo~1ld also 
ask the hon. gentleman whether 1t was mtended 
to prepare a new set of gold-mining regula­
tions or to amend those which had already 
been'in existence for some time past. The h<m. 
gentleman must be aware that a great many 
defects had been found to exist in the old 
regulations which could only be die;cnvered by 
working under them. His (Hon. A. Itntledge's) 
colleague, the member for Burke, when Minister 
for Mines, put himself in eommnnication witl1 
one or two of the wardens, and a new 8et. of regu~ 
lations was drawn up by them, but he was 
not prepared to say that they were the most 
suitable regulations for gold mining generally. 
Some of the amendments suggested were very 
good ones. He had had a copy sent to 
him. He had not had time to go carefully 
through them, but he thought several of them 
were capable of considerable amendment. If 
it was proposed to revise the goldfi:lds r~gula­
tions he would commend to the conS!deratwn of 
the hon. gentleman the importance of making 
provision with. resp~ct to .the subject of men v:ho 
were engaged m mmes, m the maGter of havmg 
competent persons in charge of winding gear and 
other machinery. At the present time 
were employed to manage winding gear 
boilers and engines who were really not com­
petent to be placed in charge of such machinery, 
and it was frequently more by good fortune than 
good guidance that accidents were averted. He 
thought it was absolutely ne?e.ssary that pro­
vision should be made for reqmrmg persons who 
had charge of winding gear to show, by having 
received a certificate, that they were competent 
for the fulfilment of the offices which they under­
took to perform. Those were some of the matters 
to which he desired to call attention. There 
were others he might mention, but he would not 
occupy any further time, as no doubt other 
members wished to speak on that vote. The 
delay in the survey of goldfield homesteads was 
a real gr·ievance, and he hoped steps would be 
taken to have it redressed immediately. 

Mr. FOX TON said the Minister while answer­
ing the. hon. men:ber for 9ha~ters Towers might 
give lnm some mformatwn m reference to the 
item mineralogical lecturers. There were two 
such lecturers down on that vote at £400 a year 
each and travelling allowances. He saw by the 
report of the Southern lecturer, TYir. Hooker, 
that that gentleman had delivered a course of 
lectures and held classes at Gympie, One-Mile, 
and Maryborough, apparently with considerable 
success. He would like toknowwhere:iYlr. Hooker 
was now, and whether his services could be made 
available for the mineral district of Stanthorpe? 
If he remembered rightly, originally there was a 
sum placed upon the l<~stimates by the late Mr. 
Miles for a school of mines. That was about 
three years ago. The money was voted, but it 
was understood that it was to be applied for the 
purpose of mineralogical lecturers, who were to 
travel from place to place in order that they 
might be of more practical benefit in a scattered 
community of this sort, and the promise was 
made at that time that, as soon as possible, one 
of those lecturers should visit the district of 

Stanthorpe. Since then valuable deposits of 
silver had been diocovered, and the district 
really promised to become one of the richest in 
Queensland. He would like to know when it 
was probable that Mr. Hooker would be able to 
go to Stanthorpe. 

The MINISTER EOR MINES AND 
·woRKS said he could not say where Mr. 
Hooker was at present. He was still a lecturer, 
and he had no doubt that, if his services were 
reCJ.uired at Stanthorpe he would go there. He 
(the Minister for Mines and Works) did not see 
why a lecturer should not go to Stanthorpe as 
weil as to any other part of the colony. The 
member for Charters 'rowers, the Hon. A. 
Rutledge, had svoken about delays in the survey 
of homestead areas on Charters Towers. He 
(the Minister for Mines and 'N orks) had given 
instructions for a licensed survevor to be em­
ployed to survey homesteads, in addition to the 
two officers who were under the Government. 
There was one gentleman who devoted his time 
entirely to the survey of goldfield homesteads, 
and he was satisfied to do it for the fees. There 
was not, therefore, likely to be any cause for 
complaint in the future. \Vith reference to the 
want of accommodation for the Mines Depart­
ment at Charters Towers, he had never heard of 
it until it was mentioned now by the hon. 
member. 

Mr. TOZER said he rose to speak on the two 
minemlogicallecturers. He trusted the Minis­
ter would cut those off the Estimate, as the 
country derived no value for this outlay. Every­
thing he (Mr. Tozer) said in that Committee; he 
was prepared to say outside; he knew suffiCient 
in reference to one of the lecturers to satisfy him 
that he was not a desirable lecturer; but he would 
make plain to the Minister what he meant with­
out taking advantage of the privileges of the 
Committee. He alluded to one of the lecturers in 
the Southern district. vVith reference to another 
matter which had been mentioned, if he con­
sulted his own personal wishes he certainly would 
not make one single observation in respect to it. 
Why his name was mentioned by the hon. mem­
ber · for Toowoomba, except ti1at he possibly 
knew most about the circumstances in connection 
with the l~nglish companies, he did not know. 
However, it seemed that he was called upon to 
make a short statement, because it struck him 
that the sending broadcast on the colony of 
the article from the Economist could possibly 
do no good, and might do a lot of harm, and there­
fore there wn.s a duty cast upon those who 
knew the truth to reply. The people at home 
were CJ.Uite able to look after themselves, and 
those articles that were written at home were 
generally written or inspired by disappointed 
gamblers for a rise. He happened to arrive in 
London in December, 188G, and having nothing 
to do with mining companies of any kind, he 
found a state of affairs which he would shortly 
describe. :English mining capital had been shut 
out of America by recent legislation, and at that 
time the colonies advertised the wealth of Charters 
'I'owers at the Colinderies. The English public 
were ready for some excitement, and a financial 
!;a per published this statement at the time, which 
led to the whole excitement. He thought it was 
such a novelty that he would read the caus~ of 
the mischief that happened. The followmg 
appeared in the Financict/ Ne1os in London, in 
fact, formed the leading article :-

H GoLD-MINil\~G AS AN lNVESTniENT. 

"In the London market four groups of gold-mine 
shares are engaging attention. It may be taken as 
an omen that the world is on the eve of another 
great gold-producing era. -whoever has studled the 
history of the precious metals is familiar with the 
fact that gold discoveries seldom come singly, but 
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in groups. In 1850 California had no sooner started 
a rush than Victoria joined in w1th one equally re· 
markable and uneXl}Ccted. In two countries, 7,000 
miles apart the ea!th opened, as it were, simultane­
ouslv and disclosed hoards of auriferous '\VCalth vvhich 
had~ iain concealed for ages i the world leaped at 
a bound ont of poverty and depression into wealth and 
prosperity. Why shoulcl not the miracle of 1850. be 
about to repeat itself t Hoards of gold are bcmg 
opened which may p1·ove richer than those of 
thirty years ago. -when you struck the r~ght kind 
of reef working it will be as safe and ccrta1n as the 
mining' of coal ; the old world traditions about gol_d 
manias and mining gambles have lost much of their 
force in the presence of 1nodern conditions. Yet a 
proved auriferous vein, with ample capital and ap~ 
ph:mces to work it, put it under competent managem~nt 
and the winning of gold becomes a far less speculative 
}WOces~ than the growing of whm'~t. ''~hat gronter 
certainty would man have? The reef w1ll not move 
away, a few days' bad weather will not ruin it, 
its cubic contents can be calculated day by day; the 
market for the finished metal is never glutted, and the 
price tends £.renorally to rise, seldom to fall; nothing 
short of an °Carthquake can seriously distur1J a gold­
mine after it is well started." 

Well, within a few days after that article w~s 
written a number of persons managed to get m 
fourtee{, companies, then down came the earth­
quake, in the form of Sir Samuel Griffith's cab!e­
gram. Not one of those fourteeen eompames 
had yet declared a dividend, as the mines they 
owned were for the most part progressive. There 
was not the slightest reason for making any 
further comment at the present time, for this 
reason that the telegram sent from . this 
colony' had already borne fruit. He might say 
that since the 1st November, 1886, there 
had been floated in London the Day Dawn 
P.C., Day Dawn Block, Great Eastern, Golden 
Crown, Mount Albion, Anglo-Saxon, Cum­
berland, Mount Shamrock, Durham, and Lord 
Byron, Phrnbe, and Ravenswood. Every one 
of those were good mines. They had turned 
out gold, and already had ,raid £293,125 in 
dividends. That spoke for Itself. The cause 
of what the English public complained of existed 
in bad management, and increased expenses ; 
this they had to get over if they wanted to 
get anything out of the mines. He only 
wanted' to do away with the impression that 
the mines of Queensland were as bad as they 
were described. His attention had been drawn 
to one of the reasons for the disappointment. 
He found that in one of the companies men­
tioned, one of the directors received £12 13s. 1d. 
per sitting, a second £12 18s. lOd., a th1rd 
£13 10s., and the fourth £18 6s Sd. ; in all, 
£1,700 a-year. T~e best thing for the English 
investors to do-1£ there were any-was to go 
in for economical management, manage the mines 
as they were managed here, look after the mines 
and attend less to the emoluments, and then 
they would find that the Queensland mines were 
productive. Before complaining, they should 
look at home first. They should remember that 
they had spent £10,000,000 in the Transvaal and 
Indian mines, and although he had shown that 
the Queensland mines floated since the telegram 
were returning good di vide?ds, or likely ~o q.o 
so soon, up to the present tune only one mme m 
India had returned a dividend and one mine in 
the Transvaal-Ss. and 6d. respectively. The 
returns from the Queensland mines could well be 
compared with those returns. In reference to 
the mode in which the mines were floated, he 
should say nothing whatever, but there was one 
phase of the subject which he wished to refer 
to. The English companies were beginning .to 
look for additionn.l privileges over the colomal 
miners. They had sent out m&,ny members, 
and had asked them to intercede either in 
the House or otherwise, to see if they could 

·not get some provision agreed to by which 
their mines would be allowed to he amalgamated 

in large areas. This was the only safegnarcl 
they had against those persons, that they should 
perform the labour conditions ; and he trusted 
that whatever Minister was in power he would 
make them perform the labour conditions strictly. 

Mr. SA YERS said he had hoped, before that 
question came on, to have had some papers which 
were laid on the table of the House, but unfor­
tunately that was not the case. He had had 
volumes of correspondence, but he did not wish 
to make any accusations without being in a 
position to prove what he said. He would, 
therefore, say nothing on the subject at the 
present time. He would now ask the Minister for 
Mines and Works the reason for the warden at 
Charters Towers being removed suddenly ? Of 
course, many reasons were given for his removal. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
-wORKS said he would tell the hon. gentleman 
the reason-to put a much better n.nd more 
competent warden in his place, Mr. Mowbray. 
Mr. Haldane had only been a warden for about 
twelve months. Ho had had very little expe­
rience · in fact, he had had none before he went to 
Charte~s Towers, and since he had gone there he 
had proved himself to be deficient in tact and judg­
ment, both as a warden and police magistrate. 
His determination to remove Mr. Haldane had 
not been come to suddenly ; he had been debat­
ino· the matter in his mind for two months, but 
heb did not remove him until he could get Mr. 
Mow bray to accept the position. 

Mr. SA YERS said the Colonial Secretary was 
not satisfied with Mr. Haldane's performances 
as a police magistrate. He had known that 
aentleman for some thirteen years, although he 
~as not an intimate friend of his, and he had 
never heard anything about his not being. a 
good police magistrate. He had seen hnn 
on the bench, and had never heard a corn· 
plaint against him until within the last three 
months, and the very people who were .hound­
ing him down now were some of h1s best 
friends until that time. It seemed a very 
peculiar thing that there should have been 
no complaint against him for nine months, and 
then it was suddenly found that he was not fit 
for the office. To a certain extent that reflected 
upon those who put him in that position. He 
had never seen anything about the man tha~ was 
not fair and just, and honourable, and upr1ght ; 
in fact a more conscientious man he had never 
seen-If anything, he might be too conscien­
tious. As regarded his competency, when he 
first went there he was hailed -as one of the hest 
men in the service, and now the very same 
persons were crying out against him. ,1;£e w~s 
being sent from one of the best positiOns m 
the Civil service back again to the Etheridge. 
He was sent to Charters Towers in place of 
a <rentleman who was removed to Gympie, and 
who had been a long time in the service; but 
he could not please everybody. Mr. Hald~ne 
was removed to Charters Towers temporanly, 
and after three months he was appointed per­
manently; but he was now to be shifted away 
into the bush, nobody knew where. He would 
like to hear something that would prove that 
that gentleman was not fit for the position he 
held. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said hewasrather 
surprised at the statements that had t;e~n made, 
concernino· Mr. HaldanA, by the Mm1ster for 
Mines and '\Vorks, who said that he was inex· 
perienced and incompetent. 

The MINISTEI-t :B'OR MINES AND 
'\VORKS said the words he used were that he 
wanted experience, tact, and judgment, and he 
maintained that such was the case.j 
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The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said whatever the 
exact wordB were they left the impression upon 
his mind that J\Ir. Haldanc was considered in­
competent; and he was sorry to hear the Colonial 
Secreta,ry was of the smne opinion in regard to 
the performance of his duties as a police magis­
trate. Persrmally, lYir. Haldane had been a 
stranger to him until he visited Charters Towers 
a few months ago; but he had known him by 
reputation for some time. He was al.so in the 
habit of reading the newspapers, and had never 
heard one whisper, or seen in print, any sugges­
tion on the part of anybody that in any way 
reflected upon the tact or judgment of. that 
gentleman. Of course J\Iinistm·s had sourc0s 
of information not available to other people, 
but they must receive theirinfornmtionfrom some 
source external to themselves. Thev must 
obtain information from what they sa\v of his 
actions in the discharge of his duties, or from 
complaints made to them by people who had 
come into contact with him. J\Ir. Haldane had 
been promoted to Charters Towers after being 
out further Xorth, and it wcts extremely hoxsh 
that after a few months he should be sent on the 
wallaby track again. He was in favour of 
occasionally renwving v:._trdens rtnd volice rnagi~­
tl·atcs ; but there was reasun in all things. It 
w::ts one thing not to allow a 1m1n to fos:silitJe in 
one locality for ten years, and form a particular 
circle of friends and ltCC[uaintanc,es, and create an 
impression in the minds of so tne that he lmd friends 
and enemies ; but nobody could convince him 
that nine months was a decent interval. It 
seemed like penal discipline. Mr. Haldane was 
a model citizen, so far a.s he could gather, and a 
man who lhd not bring himself into collision 
with either sects or partiP3; he \Yas also :-;ingu­
larly free from bias, either politically or in any 
other way, ''nd those who had had 'm opportu­
nity of observing him must h::tve come to the 
conclusion, that unless the :'\linistry had ob­
tained some special information about some 
special failure to exhibit the rCljuisitc qualities, 
it was a very harsh and cruel thing to send him 
b'tck again to the back blocks. 

The MINISTER l''OU MINES AND 
\VORKS said the hon. member had stated that 
the Minister for Mines and \\'orks and the 
Colonial Secretary must have obtained informa­
tion from source' external to themsd vos. He 
did not know where the Colonial Secretary 
obtained his information; but he had obtain~d 
hi,; from JHr. He>ldane's work, which came 
before him regularly every llay. He h<td never 
heard a complaint against him; he complained 
about the man him_;elf. Clmrtors Towers was 
the mnst important g-oldfield in the colony, 
and rcc1uired an extrernely good nutn to govern 
it, and he lutd singled out the best man 
in the public service as warden- J\Ir. JYiow­
bray. J\Ir. Haldane \V["\S not fit to be warden 
a.t Charters Towers ; that was not :,ayiug 
that he was a bad nmn. 'l'here wore not two 
wardens in the public service, besides I\Ir. 
J\Iowbray, who were lit to take charge of 
Charters 'l'owers-he could not put his finger 
npnn a seeond one. The Hon. J\Ir. Hutledge 
said he came in contact with J\Ir. Halclane and 
liked him ; and the hon. member for Charters 
'l'owers (:'\Ir. Sayers) _,aid he had known him alrmg 
time. He ho,d known him longer than either 
of those gentlernen; and so far frmn not 
being his friend, he had known him for year,, 
bcfo,-e he entered the public service, and had been 
the 1neans of getting hin1 into the public- service. 
He had been the means of getting him made a 
1nining registrar. Last year when a discus.sion 
took place in that House, upun a motion for the 
adjournment which he made himself, as to the 
incompetency of the warden who was sent to 
Croydon, and when the excuse was made by the 

Government that they had no competent 
wardens to send there, he stated that they 
had competent mining registrars, and he told the 
Premier, Hon. Sir. S. \V. Griffith, that he thought 
l\Ir. Haldane should be appointed a warden. 
He pointed him out, along·withone or two others, 
as a good ruining registrar. But then it "\VaH a 
speculation, making a man a warden. A man 
xnight be a first-class nrining registrar, as Mr. 
Haldane was, and yet lack the qualities necesHary 
in a 1nan occupying the position of rnining 'var­
den and police m"'gistrate of a place like Charters 
'rowers. That was the whole sum and substance 
of the matter. Mr. Haldane was not fitted to occupy 
the position of rnining vvarden and police Inagis­
trate at Charters Towers, but he was fitted to 
occupy the position he was going to, as he was 
going where he was before. It was at first in 
contemplation to send J\ir. Mow bray to Charters 
Towers, but through sorne bungling he was not 
sent there, but was sent about the country as 
relieving police magistrate. He was taken away 
from work it was difficult to get a man fitted to 
do, and put to work requiring no special <lualifi­
exttions beyond those re<IUired by an ordinary 
police magistrate. He thought he had clone the 
public service great benefit by putting Mr. 
Mow bray in that position he was so well C[Ualifiecl 
to fill. • 

Mr. TOZ:ER said it was difficult for any person 
not acrjmtinted with all the facts to form a 
correct judgment of the motives for the action 
of Ministers. He did not pretend to do so, but 
he could not s>1y that he liked the manner in 
which that warden hnd been removed. 'l'hough 
he did not approve of the manner of the remov:tl, 
he was nevertheless inclined to tbink that the 
Minister had acted wisely. He had had a little 
experience there, and it occurred to him when he 
was at Charter,-; Towers lately, that things were in 
a very lamentable state. There was great division 
of parties, and it required the strongest-minded 
man in the public service to take t.he position 
of warden on that goldfield. When he was 
there before, he could say that tho colony 
had bBen fortumtte in having at Charters Towers 
a warden who was above reproach, but when 
he was there last he made the observation­
and he had no hesitation in repeating it­
that the warden was not strong enough to 
cope with the new state of circumstances that 
had arisen in Charters Towers. He did not 
know lYir. Haldane's successor at all, but who­
ever he was he had a difficult task before 
him in Charters Towers; and as a mem­
ber of that House he would watch, with 
a jealous eye, everything that went on there. 
He was largely interested in Charters Towers, 
and kno,ving the precarious nature of n1ining 
propertieB, he knew it was absolutely neces­
sary that the warden should be most careful. 
He had asked a question, and the answer given 
satisfied him tlmt the J\Iinister must have heen 
misinformed. It was evident the hon. gentleman 
was under the imprc- "sion that the warden had not 
commenced the hearing of certain litigation, to 
which he would not particularly allude, when he 
got the J\Iini5ter's telegram to remove. He 
found, however, that the warden had commenced 
the hearing of the case a fortnight before. If he 
had commenced the hearing of the case after he 
had received the telegram ordering his removal, 
that would have been an injudicious thing to 
do, no doubt ; he had, however, since been 
informed of a very improper thing done by 
others. The warden had stated from the bench 
-and it was mentioned in the papers, and 
corroborated by a telegram he (Mr. Tozer) had 
received-that during the progress of that judi· 
cial proceeding he, whilst acting in the position 
of judge, received a telegram reflecting upon his 
character for impartiality; that that telegram had 
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been sent to the Minister by one of the litigants, 
and also that the solicitor conducting the case for 
the plaintiffs sent him, during the hearing of the 
case, a letter also reflecting npon his character. 
He trusted the Minister of Justice would take 
means to prevent any person attempting in 
such a way to intimidate any officer in the per­
formance of his duty. 

Mr. SA YERS said the telegram sent to the 
warden was sent while the case was on trial. 
There were a great many peculiarities about the 
case. Unfortunately, an hem. gentleman in tlutt 
House, who had at one time taken an active part 
in that matter, was now occupying a different 
position. He did not say he would do anything 
in that position to influence a warden, but it had 
been asserted that certain things had taken 
place, and that one of the claimants in the case 
had wired to the Minister in Brisbane over the 
head of the warden. That was very bad taste in 
any man. The l'ilinister sent certain instructions 
up there, and the matter should be ventilated. 
The Minister was in a position to say whether 
certain things took place or not, :md if the papers 
he had called for had been laid upon the table 
that matter might never have cropped up at all. 
He would like the Minister to say whether he 
had received any wire or any letters from any 
individual in connection with that case, since it 
had been commenced, reflecting upon the im­
partiality of the warden? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
WORKS : What cccse? 

Mr. SA YERS : The case of lease DSl. The 
Minister knows the case perhaps better than 
I do. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
WORKS said lease 981 had scarcely been out of 
litigation for months, and that was why he 
wanted to know what particular case the hon. 
member referred to. 

Mr. SAYERS : The present hearing. 
The MINISTER FOlt MINES AND 

\VORKS said the hon. gentleman asked him for 
telegrams and letters about a case that was still 
proceeding. He would give the hon. member no 
such information ; and for the same re~son he 
had called "not formal" to the hon. member's 
motion for the production of the papers. There 
were no papers in connection with the c:tse 
which would n•lt be bid on the table when the 
case was concluded. 

The HoN. A. RGTLEDGI~ said he would 
like to ask the Minister whether he had in his 
official capacity revoked the license given by his 
predecessor in regard to the working of the mine 
under the Act of lSSG? The hem. gentleman, in 
the course of a speech he had delivered at 
Townsville ~ith regard to separation, laid very 
great stress m deed upon the "nnwisclom," to use 
no stronger \Vord, of any ~lini~ter or G-overn­
ment revoking the action of their predecessors. 
The hon. gentlenmn was aware that there was a 
bw by which persons could receive the leases of 
streets, the surface of which could not be broken, 
and the only way to work which would be from 
the adjoining allotments. In a 11articular case, 
which he would not mention, he was informed 
that the hon. gentleman's predecessor had given 
a license to the lessees of certain streets to work 
the lease from the adjoining allotment; but since 
then the hon gentleman had revoked that 
license, ":nd put the lessees in the position that he 
had forbtdden them to work their lease in the 
only way in which it could be worked so that 
they were liable to have their lease 'jumped 
hy anybody who might put in a claim, on the 
ground that they had not fulfilled the conditions. 
If the hon. gentleman had done that probably 
he (Hon. A. Rutledge) would have another 

opportunity of saying something about the 
matter, as such action would be very deplorable 
for the public interests. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
'VORKS ;,aid he would state in answer to the 
hon. member for Charters Towers, who had 
asked him if he had revoked a license gi von 
by his predecessor, that he had done so, 
and he hacl done it upon the authority of the 
hon. gentleman himself. Did the hon. gentle­
man understand him? He had done it upon 
his authority-although not upon his authority 
alone. The hon. gentleman knew the law 
very well, and he knew that the late Minister 
for Mines had had no right to do an illegal act­
as he had done in giving permi"'ion to any lease­
holder to fulfil the labour conditions of his lease 
outside of that lease. 

Mr. SA YERS: It is done daily. 
'J'he MINISTER FOrt MINES AND 

\YORKS said he had the hon. gentleman's own 
opinion upon that subject, in which a ques­
tion was put to him when he was .. \.ttorney­
General. The question was as to whether it 
could be done, and he answered it in a very long 
opinion-which he (Minister for Mines and 
\Vorks) would read if hon. members thought it 
necessary-in which the hon. gentleman said that 
it could not be clone, and that the doing of it 
rendered the lease liable to forfeiture, and to be 
jumped by any person who would jump it. He 
had answered the hon. gentleman's question. 
Permission had been given to work the streets 
from an adjoining allotment, which was not a 
portion of the lease ; and that was the reason 
why he had revoked it. He believed the late 
Minister for Mines had known that his action 
was illegal before he left office, and that h6' 
ought never to have gi,·en that permission. 
Probably he had not seen his colleague's opinion 
before he took that action. \Vould he read the 
hon. gentleman's opinion? The hon. gentleman 
shook his head as if it were not correct. \V ell, 
then, he would read it :-

"The opinion of the Hon. Attorney·Gcncral is sought 
upon t11c following !JOints, namely:-

"A person holding three contermJnous gold-mining 
leases, of 25 aeres each, desires to concentrate his 
labour, and avplics to be allowed to place t,he full com-
11lemcnt of men for the whole area (75) npon one lenfle, 
allowing the remaining two leases to be unworked: 

"Is it competent for the Secretary for l\Iines to grant 
this rcque.;,t, notwithstanding the fact thJtt the said two 
leases ha!i not been exempted under section 88 of the 
ltcgulations? 

"And if it is competent for the :;\Iinistcr so to act, 
would the lessee be liable to lose his Lit le to the said 
t\vo l·'ases were application made for the forfeiture 
thereof under s00tion 8± of the Hcgulations ~" 
One would have thought that was a reasonable 
request. There was a company having three 
conterminous leases of 25 acres mwh, whid1 
asked to be allowed to concentrate all the 
bbour upon one lease alone, leaving the other 
two unworked. They still had the same number 
of men employed, and of course they would be 
employed only upon the one lease. He knew 
that was illegal to do, although it looked a very 
reasonable request to make. 

Mr. SA YERS : Most unreasonable. 
The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 

\VORKS said the hon. member for Charters 
Towers did not know VPry well what he was 
talking about. 

Mr. SA YEllS : He knows as much as you do 
about it. 

The Mil\ISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS said the answer of the late Attorney­
General to that was as follows:-

"I am of opinion that the Secretary for Mines cannot 
legally grant the request. 
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" The area of gronnd comp1·i~cd in CYOl'Y lease is 
limited to 25 acres. rrhe mere accic1cut that the 
one ]_)crson is tlln holder of three several leases of 
contcrminons arca:,1 (~annot have the e1l"cct of a.ma.l;:;n,­
mating the .--cvcral lcaschoh1s in sucll a way as to 
render them ca_pn,blc of being considered or d.e1~lt \Yith 
for any purpo11,e as if the:-~ \Yerc only one. 

"Bv semion 12 of the Act of 187·1 it is mrtcle a condi­
tion ii1 evm·y lease, H]Jon the breach of \Ybieh the lease 
i11. voidable, that the lessee shall nse the ltmd bondjirle 
for the 1_-mrposc for which it is dcmi, c\1.. 

"X mv, if these three several leaseholds of 25 am·cs 
each hn.vo been dembe<l for the lJHrtJO::w of mining 
for gollt thcreon, it cannot be said that they are all 
used for golll-mining, when, as. a matter of fact, noYmrk 
is clone on two of them. 

'
0 l'bc faet that the C1tmloy on one 

lqaRehold a.s many men aR ltc.~nJacl011S rOquire to be 
employed on th1 cc, doec not :n JWoleclion to 
tile le88ee liabilit!l to l~eiipec:t of the 
two 1.tpon no men C·" ·e 

Those lines were underlined to show the impor­
tance of the opinion. 

"'l'hc object. of the llrovir:ions of the Hcgu]ations as to 
the nnmber of men to be employel1 in \Y01'k1ug lea "le­
holds is not to ensure that men on goldfidcls sllall tbd 
employment, bnt to en:::urc tlt:tt the ,;:;ronnd Rccnrcd on 
snch easy conditions for certain vurposcs shall be 
utilised for those llll1'lJO~C:'-" ; and to 11revcnt ]Jersons 
from holding ground which they do nc)t thcm"'clvc·• use 
to the cxelnsiou of others \Yho \.YOnld use it if 'LhJy had 
the opportuni1y. 

"It m~'iY Ycry ~~vcll be that the lessee in qnc\tion fil1lls 
it to hi1) interest to cmplo~r sevcuty-1iYc men on one 
lensch')l<l foT the proper development of a mine tllm·con, 
a.l1l't that he wouhl employ that number of men irre..;pec­
tive of any re<Jnirement on the subject conla.ined in Llle 
RCf,'lilations. ·whether this is so or not is, however, 
immaterial. 

"It seems to me tha.t tlie .:\.et anfl lkgnlat.ions arc 
plain and render it imperative that (lUlle;;;s r~ception 
is granted) every leasehold ~ll:tll, irrespective of the 
identity of the 11··-.ttiCO be worked. 

"It is, of course, for 1-,lw 1Iinistcr him,,df to flc,--.-ic1e 
hm\o~ far the faet of the lC'""lCe employ1ng three times 
the requisite number of llldl to worh: one ka"!.ellold is 
a good reason for granting exemption in rcspe1~t of the 
otbm· two. 

"ARTHUn ltm'LEDGE." 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: What is the 
date? 

The :MINISTER :FOR 1\IIKES AND 
WORKS said it was elated the 3rd of Angust, 
1887. He held that was a ~ood opinion, and tlmt it 
really was the law that, to fulfil the conditions of 
the lease, the labour must be employed upon the 
lease, or else the conditiom; we•·e not being 
fulfilled. The conditions of the lease were the 
same in every case-it did not matter whether it 
was ten yard:-> or ten chaim;, or a rnile

1 
the 

l'rinciple was jth;t the same, and therefore the 
opinion \Vas perfectly correct; and in the opinion 
of thebte~Utorney-General, and inbi,(theMinis­
ter for }Yiines and \Vorlm') opinion also, and in 
the opinic,n of lawyers he had consulted, the 
Minister for Mines antl \V orb could not leg·ally 
gmnt stlCh a request. Th,tt reqne .• t had been 
g-ranted IJy the bte Mini,;ter for Mines and 
\Vorks-illezally granted. Whw the matter 
had been brought before him in an official way 
he had at once revoked the lease. He had 
known of the case two months before, but he 
w:ts not the person to pnt the lmv in force. 
The case must be brought before him fir,t before 
he could attempt to pnt the law in force, and he 
had taken no action until it had been brought 
before him, when he had at once revoked the per­
mi.~sion. The hon. gentleman knew that an Act 
hnd been pa.,,~sed in 180G to allow of the ~;.,'orking 
of ~treets and rf ~erves frorn the land adjoining. 
'rlmt Act did not provide the means for working 
those reserves in contravention to the principal 
Act, and that was the reavon why the license 
was revoked. So long as the license remained in 
force they were not attempting to mine on the 
lease, but as soon as it was revoked they began 
to mine on the leasehold. 

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE said he adhered 
to every word of the opinion the hon. gentleman 
had just read, but it was an opinion on a very 
different subject. The Leg·islature had given 
certain parties the right to mine under streets, 
the surface of which could not be distmiJed; 
and the hon. gentleman 0ught to know that when 
any benefit was conferred in that way it carried 
with it a license to do that, without which the 
grant wtts absolutely valueless. It would be an 
absurdity to grant a le,we of certain streets, the 
surface of which must not be broken, and say 
they must not put clown a shaft :1nywbere except 
on the street. He knew that the Minister had 
no power, by a written license, to override any 
law, but the :Minister who granted the license clicl 
so in order that the men might do that without 
which they could not do that which the lmv said 
they must do. 

The JYIINIST:En FOR l\:1IN}~S AND 
\VOitKS said the hon. memiJer could not get out 
of. it by R~y!ng that granting a le~.~-;e ~nder rc,er­
tam conchtwns would he an ab,urdtty. lhe 
ah':iurdity was in passing a ln,\ir, giving the right 
to mine on streets and reserves, without provid­
ing means by which to work those streets and 
reserves. 'rhe right to break the surface was 
denied, and the law passed by the late Govern­
ment did not give miners the right to break the 
law. The Strctc school reserve was leased 
in the same way, and £3,400 had been paid 
by the lessees to mine under it. Those lessees 
applied to the Minister for leave to break 
the snrface, but th"'t was denied them. They 
then asked the Minister how they conld fulfil 
the conditions of the lercse, pointing out the 
absurdity of takiu;\· f:5,400 from them and 
not affordin~ them the means of fulfilling the 
conditions of the lea.oe. 'rhe answer '""" : " \V e 
refer you to the Act of Parliament." They 
never ·had been able to fulfil the conditions of 
the lease, and the le<ese had bNm forfeited. The 
hon. member for Burke forfeited the lease for 
non-payment of rent before he left office. 

Mr. HODGKINSOK: That lease was for­
feited de facto, the rent not having been paid 
within the time allowed. 

The MIKISTER FOil l\IINES AND 
·woRKS said it was cancelled by the hon. 
gentleman before he left office. That was where 
the absurdity ca.n1e in-gidng men the right to 
do a thing, and then depriving them of the power 
of doing it. If the late Government had passed a 
hw allowing them to go on a reserve and break 
the surface•, as they ou:;·ht to have clone, there 
would have been no absurdity. But how was 
the absurdity being got over at the present 
time? Did not the hon. member know that the 
men on Charters Towers who wanted to hold a 
lease of streets or reserves, and wished to mine 
under them-did he not know that if they h"'d 
an allotment of their own they surrendered it to 
the Crown so as to make it Crown bud, and then 
applied for a lease of that with the streets? 

Mr. TOZER: You wonld not grant it. 
The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 

'NOitKS said he would not do anything to 
strengthen the title, became he believed they 
got the title fmurlulently, hut he did not say he 
would do anything to make it weaker. 

Mr. SA YEHS said he was very glad the hon. 
gen tlem:1n had shown his hand. It wn.s anything 
but creditable for a Minister of the Crown, who 
had fought the case in that Chamber, simply 
because he could not sncceed, to use his power in 
the way he was using it now. The dispute wrcs 
over a Small area of ground, there being some 
freeholders on the one side and some on the 
other; and when the hon. gentleman brought the 
matter forward in that Chamber, he made him 
self the partisan of certain people on Charters 
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Towers, and it was his supporters who 
were fighting the case now. John O'Flynn 
was the person put up to the job. Of 
course the hon. gentleman would not revoke 
the license till some move was made, but there 
were plenty of people who knew that he told his 
supporters how to put the law in motion, and 
that, if they would do certain things he would do 
Ro-and-Ro. The hon. gentleman said that if he 
became l\finister for Mines he wonld nse all his 
influence to get certain individnals that lease. He 
(Mr. Se~yers) could st:tte names if he liked, and get 
fifty men to prove that they heard the hrm. gentle­
n;an say the same thing. The hon. member was 
Simply retarding the development of that gold­
field, and, no matter how the case went, he would 
neve~ reap any credit from it, because it was 
certa_m, from whftt he hftrl said, he would do 
nothmg to strengthen their title. Certain people 
had a lease, and if the Minister for Mines and 
vVorks ':'as allowed to act as' he was doing now, 
no 1nan 111 the country would have any securitY 
for his property. He thought he lme\v as much 
ab~mt mining as the hrm. member, and he conld 
br;ng proof for everything he said. He main­
ta;ned . that, at the present time, there were 
mmes m _the colony that coulrl not l""sihly he 
worked without :1 large expenditure of 1noney for 
the prCJperty itself, but which were, up to the 
preRe~tt day, worked frorn adjo-ining lands; and 
he d1d not think it was rio-ht for the hnn 
gent)em::m, simply because he was backed 
up . ny a majority, to ftct as he was doing. 
It s1mply retarded the field for years to come. 
It would be a source of litigation for years to 
come, and, whoever won, it would be worth 
nothing to them, f,,r they could not sink in the 
street, and would have to sink on some 
other allotment. It was said the petition was 
signed by the miners' union. There were not a 
c~ozen men belonging to the miners' union who 
signed that petition. Five or six m em hers of the 
Committee, who were strong partisans of the 
great National party, signed the 11etition, und the 
Mayor of Charters Towers tried to nse his 
influence in getting- the Council to move in the 
matter, bnt he fonnd it was not a ve-ry 
good game to work The hon. member for 
Kennedy was one of the original dirc,z:tors of the 
company before the land was actually ITl'anted 
and he tried to assist the Minister for M~es and 
\Vorks in the House. He (1\Ir. Sayers) was 
prepared to May that certain statements made 
m the House by the Minister for Mines and 
vVorks were false, although no doubt the hon. 
gentleman did not !mow them to be false. There 
was no one to contradict him except the hcm. 
member for Kennecly; and now the hem. gentle­
man said he would use his influence to ruin a 
certain con1pn,ny. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He never 
said anything of the sort. 

!\fr. SA YERS said it amounted to the same 
thmg. The hon. gentleman said he should 
revoke_ a certa_in_license wJ:ich had been g:iven by 
a pre_viOus :Munster, and mformed the hcensees 
that rf they did not do so-and-so, within three 
days hA would forfeit the lease. :Fortunately 
they . were able to get underneath the street. 
But It was peculiar that the people who were 
now there 1_1ever appeared in it before; they were 
personal fnenrls of the hon. gentleman. ]<'or the 
very selfsame cau.qe the warden was to be 
removed, and in his belief it was because the 
warden was not plbhle enough. 

Mr. LISSNER said the lease referred to by 
the hrm. member-the idol of Charters Towers­
was the celebrated Gridiron ; and there was a 
great deal hanging to tlmt gridiron. It was well 
known to be a job that emanated from the late 

Government; and up in Charters Towers the 
present Opposition were known as the ''Gridiron 
party." The hou. member spoke ''o strongly, no 
doubt, because his feelings and his money were 
involved in the question. 

Mr. SAYERS: I have not a penny in it. 
Mr. LISSNER said that, as to his connection 

with the affair, it wa,, well known that, whether 
n,t Charters Towers, Gyn1pie, I .. ondon, or a,ny­
where else, they liked to have nn 1\I.L.A. or a 
lord on the clircctorato, and the original appli­
cants, ,Tohn Clark and party, took it upon them­
se! ves to put him, as an old personal friend, on 
the list of proYisional directors, as a bait, no 
doubt, to g-et other people to subscribe to the 
company. \Vhen he came back from England 
he knew nothing about what was printed in that 
pamphlet, but afterwards he was told that his 
name appeared as a provisional director. He 
then wrote to :Mr. Clark on the subject, and 
received a rrply which showed that his name had 
been n<ed without 'tsldng his consent. He was 
not a shareholder in the concern, and would be 
very sorry to be one, because he could see nothing 
but political bias and litigation in it. If the hon. 
gentleman who had spoken so hotly on the subject 
said he was not a shareholrlm', he (l'.Ir. Li,;ner) 
believed he wonlrl be all the better for it ; but 
he had strong donlJts about it. He <litlnot think 
any lD<.\.11 who ha(l no intere:::;t in "the G-ridiron" 
would speak in the wrty the hem. gentlennm harl 
done, about the action of mw Government. The 
action taken by the late Government was very 
strong-. He knew the gentleman the hem. 
member referred to, the late m>tyor of Charters 
rl\)werR, ~Ir. I~ussell, who wa"' a supporter of the 
National party, and a very good man too-quite 
as good as any man on the other sirle. He knew 
that that gentlemH,n wn,s nearly killed in rushing 
through an electioneering crowd with a gridiron, 
as repre'-'enting a job given to the other side, to 
bring in the two hon. n1en1bers who now repre­
sented Charter; Tmvers. 

Mr. SA YERS : State the truth. 
Mr. LISSNEil sairl it was true. He did not 

want to occupy the time of the Committee. It 
wa.,~ 12 o'clock, the hour ·when ghosts bega.n to 
walk, and lw did not wi-h to frir,r,le on the 
gridiron when they lmcl done with it. He 
merely wished to let hon. member, know the 
reasm1 for the extreme heat that had arisen on 
tlmt subject. It had been a job for the last 
three years ; it was a job still, and he supposed it 
would remain a job-for the lawyers. 

Mr. LI'l'TLE said he knew a little about that 
matter, and there was no doubt some concessions 
were made by the late Government, no matter 
whftt the hon. the senior member for Charters 
Towers, or his colleag-ue, ur any other " sky 
pilot " might say. 

Mr. SA YERS rose to a point of order. He 
wished to know if one member was in order in 
alluding to another as a "sky pilot." 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
thought the hon. member for Charters Towers 
would show his good sense by taking no notice of 
the remark. 

Mr. LITTLE said he had only used the remark 
in a jocuhtr way, and he was sure the hon. 
member for Charters Towers was ·not so thin­
skinned "' to take offence at it. He had no 
hesitation in asserting that politbcl influence had 
been broug-ht to bear in connection with that 
matter, and tlmt both the senior and the junior 
member for Clutrters 'rowers harl got the benefit 
of it. 'rhe present Minister for Mines and vVorks 
har1 the c.mmge to revoke the a.ctiun of the late 
Minister for Mines ftnd 'vVorks, who was a 
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particular friend of his (Mr. Little), and he could 
not understand how the concession was ever 
granted. He certainly thought the harsh lan­
guage used by the hon. member for Charters 
Towers, JIIIr. Sayers, was altogether uncalled for. 

J\Ir. DRAKE said he did not like to dash into 
a discussion on any subject, but he had been 
waiting for a long time to say a few words in 
explanation with regard to another matter, 

The CHAIRMAN said he would resume the 
chair at a-quarter past 12 o'clock. 

On the Chairman resuming the chair at a 
quarter-past 12 o'clock, 

J\Ir. DRAKE said he shonld not have risen to 
speak had it not been for his desire to correct 
what he thought was a misapprehension in the 
n1inds of smne hon. rr1en1ben-3, and the wrong 
impression that might be produced on the minds 
of those who would read to-morrow's Hansard. 
It occurred to him, from what was said after he 
r~ad the article from the Economist, that in doing 
so it was inferred that he endorsed the state­
ments contained in that article. In rea, ling thtct 
he wa.s acting on behalf of the hon. member for 
'roowoomba, and he thought it was clue to him­
self and the h<m. member for Toowoomba 
that-

Mr. GLASS:EY called attention to the state 
of the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 

Mr. DRAKE said the hon. member for Too­
woomba, when mentioning that matter on the 
preYious evening-, expressly stated that he was 
bringing the m>etter forward in order to show the 
Committee what statements, damaging to Queens­
land, had been made in some papers. Although he 
(Mr. Drake) believed the Economist, from which 
he 'luoted, was a respectable high-class paper, the 
hon. member for 'Toowoomba certainly did not 
express the opinion that its articles were always 
trustworthy ; in fact, he expressed the opinion 
that in some cases they were entirely untrust­
worthy. The hon. member for Toowoomba, at 
the s'"ne time, expressly stated that in bringing 
that matter forward he was giving an opportu­
nity to another hon. member-it appeared that 
was the h<m. member for \Vide Bay, though the 
hon. member for Toowoomba did not mention 
his name-to put forward the other side of the case; 
and he (Mr. Drake) was very glad that the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay had put forward the other 
side, and done it so well. He (::Yir. Drake) had 
no desire to circulate any statement that might 4 

be damaging to Queensland, except for the pur­
pose of showing what statements were circulated 
in the old country, and of giving the hon. mem­
ber for \Vide Bay an opportunity of putting the 
other side of the case before the Committee 
and the countrv, and he thought that no harm 
would result from the fact of his having quoted 
that sttctement from the Economist. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said he hoped 
there would be no further discnssion on a ques­
tion upon which heat was likely to be displayed, 
but that they would go on with the Estimates 
to be able to get home. 

'rhe MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS said he had just one word to say before 
the discussion closed. He had answered the 
hon. gentleman faithfully as to what he did 
on the authority of his opinion as he read 
it. ·when the matter was brought before him 
officially the lease was actually forfeited, and 
might have been forfeited as ha~ been dot;e 
in many other cases. But he d1d not forfmt 
it, and allowed the usual three days' grace. 

A~ any rate, if he had been animated by the 
ammus with which he was credited, he could 
have forfeited the lease, but the holders were 
able to perform the conditions within the three 
days. \Vhat he had risen to speak about w~s 
this: The hon. member for \Voothakata, m 
speaking of the action of the Minister for Mines 
and \Vorlcs, alluded to the hon. member for 
Burke Mr. Rodgldnson, as if he had been his 
(Mr. JYiacrossan's) predecessor who had given the 
nermission, but he knew that hon. member 
imew the case too well to give the permission. 
The gentleman who gave it was ::VIr. Dntton, 
who was acting for the hon. member for Burke 
during his absence. 

Mr. SMYTH said the ::'11inister for Mines and 
\Vorlcs would have saved trouble if he had laid 
on thetableoftheHousethepapers ttskedfor by the 
member for Charters Towers. Now, he maintained 
that the case under discussion was one of the 
most corrupt jobs that ever took place in Queens­
land. He knew something about the case. Re 
knew Kirkbride, O'Flynn, and all the rest of the 
National party concerned in it. 

J\Ir. MURPRY: How about the Orangemen? 

Mr. SMYTR said he knew nothing about 
Orangemen or Fenians, or any other class or creed. 
He likerl fair plav for all men, but he was say­
in a that he kuev? something about the Gridiron 
ca~e-which should have been decided in the 
same manner as other cases were decided. He 
would explain how it arose, There was an appli 
ea tion made by certain parties. It eo m me need 
with a gentleman named \YyndhamPalmer, who 
applied for the streets. Ho was backed up by 
Olar k ; and according to an Act passe_d by Par li':­
ment certain leases could not be apphed for until 
six mouths had expired, butiftheywere applied for 
those places were to be put up for auction and sold. 
In tha,t case the application for the streets was 
rather before the time, but the proper application 
came from Mr. Kirkbride. The only genuine 
application was his. \V ell, about that time there 
were certain gentlemen at Charters Towers who 
were "jobbing-" aronnd. Then 1\fr. O'Flynn 
applied for the forfeit~re of the lease. In so;ne 
c~ses lea•es were applied for as streets alongs1de 
of whJCh there were certain frceholrls, and the 
previous Governn1ent in thR.t ca:;;e 1nade arran~e­
rnents by which certain parties who held free­
holds should forfeit them - surrender them-­
to the Crown. \Vhatever the lease cost, the pro­
perty was handed over to the Crown. There 
was· one party there who wished to have the 
street and so lono· as they did not break the 
surfade of the street theY were quite right. The 
surface of a street belon'o-ecl to the municipality, 
and where there was a~ municipality that body 
should have charge of the surface of the streets. 
J3ut that partv would have sunk one shaft only, 
and would have spent a large amount of money. 
He did not see whY any impediment should have 
been thrown in the wa:v of legitimate mining·; 
and if the Minister for Mines and vVorkR 
had done the ri"ht thinCT he would have allowed 
those people a~ certain "fmehold. and to sink a 
shaft. But the Minister for Mmes and \Vorks 
took a very peculiar course, ::end he would 
have saved time if he had la1rl the papers 
on the table of the House. The hon. gen­
tleman, in all fair play to the mining com­
munity, ought to have assented to the request 
of the hon. member for Charters Towers, .i\Ir. 
i:>ayers, and laid the papers on the t::cble of the 
House. Then membm,; of the Committee would 
have been ac'luainted thoroughly with the case in 
dispute. The c:cse was wb judi?e, and was to be 
tried at Charters Towers, and 1f hon. members 
had the papers before them they would be able 
to understand all about it. A great injustice 
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had been done to certain people by prevent­
ing them from going on with legitimate wol'l<. 
He had read all the representations made in 
regard to the case that had appeared in the newo­
papers, and had found that over £1,000 would 
have been spent in sinking that shaft. 

The MINISTER FOH :i\IINES AND 
\VOHKS said he was not going to answer the 
hon. member who had just spoken ; but would 
ask hon. members to pay particular attention to 
the date on which the discussion was taking 
place, and when the paper, were laid upon the 
ta!Jle of the House they would see how insignifi­
cant and frivolous those papers were. The case 
was sub .iudicc, and no matter how unimportant 
the papers were, if he laid them upon the t<tble at 
once he would be establishing a precedent which 
ought not to be establisher!. The only papers 
which he would lay on the table would give hon. 
members no information. 

Mr. HODGKINSON '<.'<id if .he had not 
spoken it was not because he was not \vell 
acquainted with the subject under discussion, 
hut simply because he thrmght it would be per­
fectlyuseless. He was sorry that some matters had 
been imported into the rliscnssion ; but he must 
n1:1ke Horne rmnarks concernin~ the wt-trden at 
Charters Towers. It must be confessed that 
if a Minister were to be held responsible 
he must not be fettered in regard to the 
movements of his subordinates. He had a 
great admiration for Mr. Haldane, and believed 
him to be one of the best officers in the 
service, and he could also endorse every word 
the Minister for Mines and \Vorks had said in 
regard to Warden Mowbray. It was his in­
tent-ion, \vhen acting acl 1\Iinister for 11ine.s and 
\Vorks, to appoint the latter to Charters Towers. 
There were two goldfields in the colony which 
required particularly competent officer• to admin­
isterthem--onewasClmrters Towers and the other 
was Gympie, and he desired to remove \Varden 
Sdlheim, because he had been an unusually 
lnng- time in the occnp>tncy of the Charters 
Towers wardenship, to Gym pie. There was not the 
slightest doubt that the officer most competent to 
succeed him was \Yarden :VIowbray. It was not 
necessary for him to go into details as to why 
that appointment was not ratified. \V arden 
:\Iowbray temporarily discharged the duties; but 
for private reasons of his own ho was not perinan­
ently appointed. He trusted Mr. Haldane would 
not suffer pecuniarily, for many reasons. \Vhen he 
was appointed to Charters Towers, it was to be, 
pending good behaviour, a permanent appoint­
ment; he lmd a large family, and hi.s object in 
wishing to be transferred fron1 Geurgetown \Vas 
that he mig-ht educate his children. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
\VOHKS: His appointment was only supposed 
to be a temporary one. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he did not tell Mr. 
Halclane that. He was told that as long as his 
conduct was such as to entitle him to retain his 
position, he would remain there. In fact that 
gentleman distinctly refused to go to Charters 
Towers, except upon that understanding. In 
regard to the remark of the hon. g·entleman, 
that a n1ining registrar might Le an 8lninently 
capable man, and yet be devoid of the particular 
qualities that would make a good w>trden, that 
went without saying. Ha,ving no experience 
of how l\fr. Halclane would condnct himself in 
the position of warden, he had simpiy appointed 
him temporarily, in order to observe how he 
fulfilled his duties, anrl while he was in charge of 
the department Mr. Haldane fulfilled his duties 
in an eminently satisfactory manner. He was a 
man of unblemished private character >tnd distin-

guished impartiality, and was seized with a strong 
sense of duty. In Charters Towers, unhappily, 
there was such a state of things that it would be 
impossible for any m>m, no matter how able he 
might be, to discl1"nge the duties of warden 
\Vithout incurring- odium frmn sorne section of tho 
community. In CCharters Towers the question of 
those leaSes waR not so 1nuch a question of 
n1inincr law as of strong political opinion. He 
was n~t going to express any opinion on the ca-Re 
before them, and he rose to plead that :i\lr. 
Haldane should, at all events, not suffer any 
pecuniary loss by his removal. He did not 
know what salary he had been drawing at 
Ch>trters Towers, but his intention, in ap­
pointing him to the position, was that he should 
receive the salary attaching to the appoint­
ment, if he discharged the duties and rP,ponsi­
bilities of the position satisfactorily. The hon. 
gentleman had told the Committee that the only 
reason he had for rernoving' JYir. Haldane \Vas 
that he did not consider him strong· enough 
for the position at Charters Towers ; and of 
course the hon. gentleman had a perfect right 
to place his offi-cers where, in his opinion, 
they would discharge the duties of their ]l<J,;i­
tions in the most scttisfactory manner. He 
was pleading on behalf of Mr. Halrlane that, 
having had a distinct promise from him, when he 
\Vas in a pm~ition to nutke such a prmnu;e, tha.t he 
should have the appointment and the salary paid 
to the former w:nden-\Yarclen Sellheim-the 
:Minister would do what he thought the hon. 
gentleman would consider was the duty of suc­
ceeding Niinisters, and carry out, where the public 
interest allowed of it, the promise given by his 
predecessor. 

Mr. SMYTH said that in connection with the 
itenr for p(nnler rnagazine keepers, he 'vished 
to draw the attention of the Minister for Mines 
>tnd \Vorks to the senicc' rendered by Mr. 
Thomas :0J ash to the colony. It was well 
known that in lSGG-7 the colony was in a very 
bad condition, and, owing to the discovery 
of the Gympie goldfield by Mr. Nash1 th.e 
colony got a new stctrt, and thousands of Jlllml­
grants came to the colony with money in their 
pockets, and without the services of any immigra­
tion lecturers, and they had since assisted in 
developing the resources of the col"ny. He would 
ask the :i\linister to consider :Mr. N ash',, claim to 
con~ideration in the way of an increase in his 
salary as Inagn.zine keeper, as a just clairr1, and 
as a national claim. 

The COLONIAl, SECH.ETAHY s>tid the 
hon. member mu,t know there was no way by 
which they could in ere a'" the }~stirnate ; and if 
the hem. member could make out a good case for 
consideration for J\IIr. N ash, he should bring 
forward a resolution on the subject at some 
fLrture time, and it would no doubt be fully con­
sidered. 

J',h. ANNEAH said that was a very important 
case, but it was one of a sort that was always 
treated lightly by the House. As it was simply 
the ca~;e of Nir. James Nash, a man getting 
a saiary of £101 per annum, they would not talk 
of it, but a large majority of the Committee 
cheerfully voter] £800 a ycnrtra veiling expenses for 
a judge. 1\:lr. tTameo.; N ash, as the prospector of 
Gym pie, had no doubt been "public benefactor 
to the culonv, and if his case was not mentioned 
now, he mig:ht Le forgotten. The present Minis­
ter for Mines and \Vorks would proba!Jly be 
Nlini~;ter for Mines and \Vorks next year, and if 
they did not mention that case he would 
probably neglect to do what he would prob­
ably do now that the case had been mentioned 
-increase the salary of a, 1nost de~erving n1an. 
The hrm. member fo1· Burnett, lVIr. G. H. J ones, 
had intended to ask the Minister for Mines and 
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Works a question in which a large number of 
his (Mr. Annear's) constituents were interested. 
It was with reference to when Mr. Rancls, the 
Government Geologist, would be sent to report 
upon a goldfield in the Burnett district. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said he wished to 
ask for information upon various matters con­
nected with the l'viines Department, but, as no 
one was reported at that hour, he thought there 
vvns no use in getting up any further djs.cussion. 
Hon. members wanted answers to the1r ques­
tions, and he thought those answers should be 
recorded, but the reporters could not take the 
questions and answers at that hour. It seemed 
to him that they might just as well stop the pro­
ceedings then. 

The 00LONIAL BECRETARY: You can 
stop them by taking a vote. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said he should like 
to get some information, but the reporters could 
not take down anrl have in print everything that 
was said. . 

Mr. LITTLE said he had very great pleasure 
in supporting the proposition made by the hon. 
member for l'viaryborough, l'vir. An near, in refer­
ence to l'vir. N'ash, the discoverer of Gympie. 
The Minister for Mines and \Vorks doubtle's 
understood that l'vir. Nash was the discoverer 
of gold which had been a great factor in the 
success of the country. He sincerely hoped 
the Minister for Mines and \V orks wonld make 
some further provision to help Mr. Na,h. 

Mr. SAYERS said it had been stated in that 
Committee that the case mentioned by him was 
the only one of the kinrl in the colony. At the pre­
sent time there were numbers of such cases in the 
colony where they were working from adjoining 
lands through to their own leases. There were 
some at Gym pie and some at Charters Towers. 
They could only get into their mines by bein[( 
allowed to work from the adjoining hnd, and 
that had been allowed by the Mines Department. 
It was for tlw.se re:1sons that he had thought the 
matter should be ventilated in that Committee, 
and to show that that case was not an isolated 
case, but that the actiun taken had not been 
taken in any other C'stse. He simply wanted to 
let hon. rnem!Jers know that such a thing had 
been nllowed, but that in that particular case a 
particular line of action had bben followed. 

The MINISTER FOR MINJ~S AND 
'\VORKS said that he had never heard of such 
cases. He hoped the owners of leases would 
take warning from the opinion of the lttte 
Attorney-General he had read on that case, and 
not lose their ground. The hon. gentleman's 
opinion would be in Hansa1·d to-morrow, although 
he (Mr. Rutledge) thought they were not being 
reported, and that opinion was distinctly adverse 
to anything being done. He hoped that the 
miners would pay attention to the opinion of 
the bun. gentleman. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of the JI.UNISTER FOR 
MINES AND \VORKB, the House resumed; 
the CHAII\i\IAN reported progress, and obtained 
lettve to sit again on MondtLy next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The COLONIAL SECRETATtY said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! Leg to move that this House do now 
adjourn. The first business on the pa.per 011 

Monday next will be Supply. 
Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at four minutes to 1 
o'clock. 

Petitions. 




