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Adjournment.

[TASSEMBLY.] Motion for Adjournment.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesdey, 24 October, 1888.

Abseuce of the Premicr,—Day Dawn Bloek and Wynd-
ham Gold Mining Company’s Railway.—Quecnsland
Executors, Trustecs, and Ageney company, Limited,
BlllL—Ann Street Preshyterian Chureh Bill.—Peti-
tion—Throwing open to Sclection of Glenbora Run.
—Motion for Adjouwrnment—The casc of Constable
Brooks—Appointment of a new Governor—Warden’s
Court at Charters Towers.—Motion for Adjourn-
ment—Chinese Restriction Bill.—Marsupials Des-
truction Act Continuation Bill—second reading.—
Public Works Lands Resumption Bill—committee.—
Supply—resumption of committee, —Adjournment.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3
o'clock, .

ABSENCE OY THE PREMIER.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon, B. .
Morehead) said @ Mr. Speaker,—I have to
announce that Sir Thomas Mcllwraith is not
sufficiently well to be here to-day, although I am
happy to say he is better than he was yesterday.
I hope he will be here in a few days.

DAY DAWN BLOCK AND WYNDHAM
GOLD MINING COMPANY'S RAIL-
WAY.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES AND
WORKS (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) laid on the
table of the House the plans, sections, and book
of reference of the Day Dawn and Wyndham
Gold Mining Company’s branch line at Charters
Towers,

QUEENSLAND EXECUTORS, TRUSTEES,
AND AGENCY COMPANY, LIMITED,
BILIL.

Mr, POWERS presented the rcport of the
Select Committee appointed to inquire into the
Queensland  Kxecutors, Trustees, and Agency
Company, Limited, Bill, and moved that it be
printed.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of Mr. POWLERS, the second
reading of the Bill was made an Order of the Day
for to-morrow. .

ANN STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

BILL.

Mr. REES R. JONES presented the report of
the Select Committee appointed to inquire into
the Anun street Preshyterian Church Bill, and
moved that it be printed.

(uestion put and passed.

On the motion of Mr. REES R. JONES, the
second reading of the Bill was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

PETITION,
THrOWING OPEN TO SELECTION OF GGLENBORA
Rux,

Mr. COWLEY presented a petition from the
residents of Cardwell, praying that the Govern-
ment will throw Glenbora Run open to selection,
and moved that the petition be received.

Question put and passed.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Tur Case or CoNSTABLE DBROOKS—APPOINT-
MENT OF A Niw GOVERNOR—WARDENS
Court AT CHARTERS Toweks,

Mr. HODGKINSON said: Mr. Speaker,—I
wish to make a few remarks, and I shall conclude
with the usual motion for adjournment, 1 was
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very mauch surprised at a statement made in this
morning’s paper, to the effect that Constable
Brookswas to be transferred to Normanton. It will
be recollected that some days ago severe charges
were made against this eonstable, and the deposi-
tions and evidence falken in that case afforded
room for grave doubt, and the very fact of
hisbeing removed, without any furthersteps being
taleen, certainly shows that there is a doubt on
the part of hissuperior officers 2w to his fitness
for metropolitan duties. I donotwish to make a
long speech on the subject, and I am perfectly
willing to leave the matter in the hands of the
Colonial Secretary, who must have perused the
papers carefully ; but I ask him isit fair that, in
almost every instance where there are doubts
thrown upon the conduct of a constable he
is at once removed to the North? This is
not the first instance of this kind., Some time
ago there was an officer in the police force
named Quinn—I think he was a sergeant—
who got into some little complication, and he
was immediately removed North in the same
way as this man Brooks is to be; and I do not
hesitate to say, that the evidence in this case
causes very grave suspicion that this man acted
most improperly. The legal members of this
House havealready stated that he actedillegally in
making the arrest in the manner he did; and
when we consider that though this class of
people are not usually anxious to raise objection,
and so bring themselves under the notice of
the police, yet threc people waited upon the
officer in charge of the luockup and offered
to give evidence, and that the same lockup-
keeper gave evidence in support of their
statements, which were made at different times,
and that this defendant was let out next day,
we must come to the conclusion that there was
something wrong. When Constable Brooks was
asked if he had any witnesses, he answered
““No,” but thirteen days afterwards he brings up
two witnesses, one a cabman and the other a
man who signs his name with a mark, and he
then brings forward a second charge against this
unfortunate woman, Whatever may bethe position
of those people, 1t is certainly not to be assumed
that they piust necessarily be liars, or that a con-
stable’s evidence must weigh against that of any
person or any nuniber of persons who happen to
occupy that inferior position. I do not wish to
make a long speech, nor to cite this particular
case, but, as I have said, it is the practice in the
Police Department, directly a constable in any
way offends his superiors, or commits any breach
of duty that they do not think sufficient to cause

his expulsion from the force, he is sent up North ;

and that, T take it, is an insult to the North, and
a most unfit proceeding for the maintenance of
discipline in the foree, because a constable in a
small township in the North has very great
powers. It isa subjoct which I leave with every
confidence in the hands of the Colonial Secretary,
and I think his opinion is in accordance with my
own. I think the constable’s character does not
come out in a gratifying manner from the vesult
of the inquiry. I beg to move the adjournment
of the House.

The COLONIAL SECRYETARY said: Mr.
Speaker,-—1 have taken a great deal of trouble
with regard to this case, and I admit at ouce
that it is one surrounded with doubt, as are
many of these cascs. It was very difficult,
indeed, for me to decide in the matter. I
read all the evidence very carefully, and T held
the constable to have been guilty of a very grave
indiseretion in following the unfortunate woman
into the house to arrest her. That no one can
justify. With regard to the two witnesses, who
only appeared fourteen days after the charge was
levelled, T inquired into that, and, so far as I can
gather, those witnesses were certainly not in any
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way obtained by the constable, but offered to
give evidence voluntarily. This case is not ab
all pleasant reading, but there is this to be said
in defence of the eonstable—that this unfortu-
nate woman, whom he charged on this occasion,
had on a previous occasionsutfered imprisoninent
through him, and therefore it may not be impro-
per to assmne that she had what is colonially
termed a ““down” on him. T did not think it
would be falr or proper to dismiss this constable
from the evidence. I quite agree with the hon.
member for Burke that, because those women
who came forward Lelonged to an unfortunate
class, that, therefore, they are utterly lost,
and their word should not be taken. I should
be the very last to hold such an opinion; but,
at the same time, when we have the evidence
of this constable, who had previously borne a
good character in the Trish constabulary, sup-
ported by the evidence of two reliable wituesses,
which are we to believe ? I thought it would be
sufficient punishment to send him out of the
metropolis, as T thought he had been guilty of
the indiscretion of following the woman into a
house of ili-fame to arrest her. He ought to
have known that was illegal, and T thought he
should at any rate be removed from a large centre
of population. T did nof direct that the constable
should be sent to Normanton, nor did I direct
that he should i:e removed to any portion of the
north of Queensland, I simyply wrote a memo-
vandum across the papers that he should be
removed from Brisbane. Those are the whole
facts of the case, and I leave it to the House to
decide whether T was right or wrong. I was
placed in a very ditficult position; I fully weighed
the evidence, and found that I conld not con-
demn the constable to dismissal from the force,
but at the same time I felt that he had been
guilty of a very grave indiscretion in following
the woman into the house and arresting her
there, -

Mr., PALMIR said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
very glad to hear what the Colonial Secretary
has said, because when I read the statement in
the paper this morning—that Counstable Brooks,
whose case was referred to in this House only
the other night, was to be relegated to Norman-
ton for punishment in conseqnence of dereliction
of duty in Brisbane, it struck me as peculiar,
and I wondered whether a constable, if he
committed such an offence in Normanton, would
be sent down to Brisbane as a punishment.
Ido not think it fair that Normanton, or the
North, should be made a dumping ground for
people who are found incapable in the South. I
am very glad to hear the explanation of the
Colonial Secretary, and we may possibly be able
to sheet it home to the real authority who
ordered that a constable who was unfit to carry
out his duties in Brisbane should be relegated to
Normanton, as if he could do betterthere. I donot
think it is conducive to discipline in the force.
If the constable was guilty of misconduct he
should have been discharged ; if not, he ought to
have been retained in his position.

The Hon, Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said:
Mr. Speaker,—As the subject has been men-
tioned again, I will take the opportunity of
saying a few words upon it.  Since the matter
was introduced on a previeus vecasion, the Colo-
nial Secretary was kind enough to show me the
report he received from the Commissioner of
Police on the subject, together with a copy of
the depositions, which I read more than once
very carvefully. T arrived at a pretty clear con-
clusion on the case, which I will briefly state to
the House. The first fact that was quite
certain is, that one night this constable,
being in plain clothes—and, therefore, not on
duty, because constables, except in the detective




840  Motion for Adjournment.

force, do not go on duty in plain clothes—
in Albert street, took the weman from her bed-
room to the lockup, and handed her over to the
sergeant of police in charge of the lockup,
making a charge against her of using obscene
langnage. She was let out almost immediately
afterwards, and no charge was preferred against
her then. About a fortnight afterwards a svn-
mons was issued against the same woman, at the
instance of this constable, for making use of
obscene language. When the case came on to
be heard, the constable swore that he was
going down Albert street when the woman
accosted him, using very bad language, and
then ran away across the street; that he
followed her, for the purpose of arresting her,
into her bedroom, and took her thence to the
lockup. He called two witnesses, who were pass-
ing down the other side of the street at the time,
who said they heard the woman make use of
obscene language, substantially to the same effect
as the constable said she used, In answer to
that charge it was sworn by the sergeant at the
police court, that on the oceasion of the woman’s
arrest, immediately after her arvival at the
station, she made a statement to him to this
effect : that she had spoken to the coustable at
the corner of the street, that he had asked for
another woman; that she had said to him
“She has gone to the play; will you come
home with me?” that they went into the
house, and he was in the room with her;
that subsequently a disturbance arose betwezn
them, and he demanded some money from her;
and that on her refusing togive it, hesaid he would
take her to the lockup, which he at once pro-
ceeded to do. That story she told to the ser-
geant at the lockup, having had no opportunity
of speaking to anyone from the time the event
happened until that moment. She swore in the
box that the same thing had happened. The
sergeant also stated that when the girl was

locked up she showed marks of violence on her-

neck, He further said, that while she was locked
up, and before she had time to communi-
cate with anyone, another girl came to the lock-
up and complained of the conduct of the
constable in bringing the girl to the lockup,
stating she was in a room next to the first girls
bedroom, that hearing a disturbance she broke
open the door, when she saw the constable
struggling with the girl, and the constable took
her away to the lockup. She was so indignant
that she at once started away to the lockup to
complain, That was corroborated by another
woman—of very bad character, it is true. It
was certain that the story could not have been
concocted between the two women, They were
separated the moment the constable made
the arrest, and could not possibly have had
any communication with each other after
that event; and yet they both told pre-
cisely the same story—a story which could
not have been invented by hoth of them at
the same time. The story of the second woman,
who went to the lockup to complain indignantly
of the conduct of the constable, coincided abso-
lutely with the story told by the unfortunate
woman then locked up. Whether the obscene
language was used or not is, I think, a very
subsidiary matter. My own conclusion is that
probably some obscene language was used, but
jocularly, and that witnesses in the street heard
it used. But the use of that obscene language
had nothing to do with taking the girl to the lock-
up. That was done in consequence of the (uarrel
that occurred in the house, and the constalle
endeavoured to screen himself for his misconduct
by bringing a charge of bad langnage against the
girl.  The matter having got wind he afterwards
formally preferred the charge of obscenc lan-
guage. I believe she did use obscene language ;
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but that she was unfairly arrested entircly in
consequence of what happened between her and
the constable in the house, That is the conclu-
sion I draw, and, after a careful consideration of
the whole facts of the case, T have no doubt that
the constable ought to have been dismissed.
The facts are inconsistent with his innocence.

Mr. DRAKE said : Mr, Speaker,—I wish to
add just one word to the facts stated by the
leader of the Opposition. Themorning after the
woman was arvested she was brought up at the
police comrt and discharged, because the sub-
inspector brought no evidence against her. In
addition to that, there is no doubt whatever that
the constable was not on duty that night, because
T am informed, on very good authority, that he
was absent from barracks without leave, and
that he was brought up next morning and repri-
manded.

Mr. ISAMBIRT said : Mr. Speaker,—I will
take advantage of the motion for adjournmnent to
draw the attention of hon, members to a certain
paragraph which appeared last week in one of
the daily papers, stating that the leader of
the Government had, with the knowledge or
approval of the leader of the Opposition, corres-
ponded with the home authorities with regard to
the selection and appointment of the successor
to the late Governor, Sir Anthony Musgrave.
The question of the right of the colony to be
consulted in the selection of its Governor was
one of the chief planks in the platform, at the
late election, of the National party—who styled
themselves anti-Imperialists, in contradistinction
to some memntbers of the Liberal party who were
termed Twperialists. It cannot be denied
that there is a considerable change of public
opinion and feeling on the subject. And
this colony is not singular in this respect,
for we all know that lately the Government of
South Australia made a similar demand on the
home authorities—to be consulted in the appoing-
ment of anew Governor. Whether this should be
or not, it can dono harm to ventilate the question
whether the colonies of Australia, and Queens-
land in particular, have a right to demand to
be comsulted on that question or not. Of
course there is imperialism and imperialism,
I think there is very little to recommend the
imperialism that we find in the colonial gov-
ernment of bhoth the Hast and West Indies,
and that caused the revolt of the American
colonies ; and the colonies have, to a great extent,
the right to be consulted on such matters as the
appointment of a Governor without being in the
slightest degree disloyal to the British Crown.
The hmperialisin - which  has  governed the
colonies of Great Britain has been an impe-
rialism of ruinous commercial exploitation. By
it India has been brought to the verge of
ruin; so have the West Indies. In the West
Indies, as soon as legalised slavery was ab
an end, the whole wmdustries of the place
broke down, so that at the present time the
white population and the revenue are decreasing,
and the black population and expenses arc in-
creasing ; so much so that the Imperial authori-
ties are really at their wits’ end to know what to
do with these two countries. In India itself,
cvery now and then, there is a famine which
sweeps off millions of people. In the last
fainine no less than 6,000,000 or 7,000,000 people
were starved todeath. When so little State policy
—so little wisdom—is displayed in the Imperial
Jovernment of the Dritish colonies, and when we
find that the same spirit has been affecting the
welfare of the Australian colonies also, I say we
have a right to consider this matter. There isno
doubt that the war of secession in America was
waged to a large extent against British Tmperial
interests—an imperialism which the people of
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this colony, as well as the rest of Australia,
naturally and instinctively object to. In these
colonies the same system would prevail if tole-
rated. A very desperate attempt has been made
of late to lay Australia under the same imperial-
ism—the imperialism of exploitation by means
of appropriating large areas of land, and exploit-
ing the woil by means of ill-regulated coloured
labour. But thanks to the discovery of gold ——

Mr. LISSNER said : Mr, Speaker,—I rise to
a point of order. T should like to know whether
the hon. member for Rosewood is in order in
mixing up the selection of a Governor with the
debate on this unfortunate prostitute,

The SPEAKER said : The question before the
House is, “That this House do now adjourn,”
and it has been the practice of the House to
allow a great deal of latitude in discussion on a
wotion of that kind,

Mr., ISAMBERT : Mr. Speaker,—As I said
before, this imperialism tried very hard to
lay the Australian colonies under the same
ban of desolation and ruin by means of appro-
priating land in large areas and exploiting the
soil by means of ill-requited coloured labour,
but through a large European population being
attracted herc by the discovery of gold that
system was prevented from being established,
for the moment any man sets his foot on
Australian soil with the intention of making
it his home—from that moment he displays
more statesmanship than the Colonial Office
displays in the government of the colonies.
The governors who have been appointed to
the Australian colonies have all gained their
experience, more or less, in the colonies so
disastrously governed; therefore there is a feel-

ing that it is almost impossible for those men |

to be in thorough sympathy with a freedomn-
loving and loyal people like those of Australia.
T am sure that no sensible citizen of Queenstand
will object to imperialism such as it should be
—the imperialisin that has mankind for its
object—that has for its object ‘“the greatest
good for the greatest number.” That is true
statesmanship, and that statesmanship has
been so completely absent in the Imperial policy
of the government of the colonies that I think
it is full time they should be consulted in the
selection of their Governors. For instance,
I have heard serious complaints against His
Excellency Pope Hennessey—that when Governor
of Hongkong he gave anything but satisfaction
there, and that when removed to Mauritius he
gave similar dissatisfaction. Now there is a
rumour that he is to be appointed to Queensland.
I think it would be a misfortune that that gentle-
man should be appointed chief administrator of
the colony of Queensland. I do not think any-
one would desirve to dictate to the home Govern-
ment what Governor should be appointed ; but I
think that at least the leaders of both parties
should be consulted as to the Governor who is to
be appointed.

Mr. GOLDRING said : Mr. Speaker,—I wish
to refer again to the matter of Constable Brooks,
who has been removed to Normanton. I think
the explanation of the case by the hon. the
leader of the Opposition shows conclusively that
that constable is not fit to continue longer in the
service. I believe every member of this House
will agree with him that this constable ought to
be dismissed, Instead of being transferred to
Normanton, I will add that, in selecting con-
stables for the North, the department should he
very careful. Ttis not thereasin large cities, where
the constables have only to patrol the streets.
They have to go outside, and in addition to know-
ing the rules laid down for the police they require
to be good bushmen. About places like Nor-
manton and other towns in the North, there are
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many cases of horse-stealing and such crimes,
and the ordinary town constable would be useless
in tracing them. I repeat that, in my opinion,
Constable Brooks should be dismissed from the
service,

Mr., MURPHY said : Mr. Speaker,—The
hon. member who moved the adjournment cf the
House in order to ventilate this subject might
move for the production of all the papers con-
nected with the matter,

Mr. GROOM : They are not fit to be pub-
lished.

Mr. MURPHY : They need not be pub-
lished, but they might be laid on the table in
order that members might have an opportunity
of reading them, I am certainly of opinion that
this constable, instead of being transferred to Nor-
manton, should be dismissed from the force alto-
gether. At the same time, though T am inclined
to agree with the leader of the Opposition, T
would like to have an opportunity of reading the
papers, in_order to form my own opinion on the
matter, We ought not to arrive at a hasty
jadgment on the case, I admit, but Iaustrongly
inclined to agree with the leader of the Opposi-
tion that this constable should be dismissed.

Mr, O’SULLIVAN said : Mr. Speaker,—1I do
not see it in the same light as the hon. member who
has just sat down, We all know that alawyer can
give any sort of colour to a case, and the leader of
the Opposition has given this a splendid colour in
his own way. At the same time, the Colonial
Secretary, who is over the department, has
clearly stated to the House that he could not
possibly dismiss the constable. T look upon both
these gentlemen as honest and able men; but
the leader of the Opposition must excuse me
if T give the weight of iy vote to the head of the
department. Ibelieve withhim, that thereisavery
grave doubt as to whether this constable should
be dismissed, or even transferred. At any rate,
before we decide the case, we should have an
opportunity of seeing the papers. If they are
not fit to be published, we can read themn all the
same. As tothe statement made by the Northern
members, that defaulting constables are sent to
the North, that is only partially true. I can
assure the hon. member who made it, that a
good many defaulting constables, when they get
a bit of a “down” upon themselves by the
authorities, are sent into the West, into the
serubs and marshy places with old and con-
demned horses, and after they have been made
to stay there for months and years, or until they
lose their health, they call upon the Government
for compensation, and are dismissed as useless.

Mr. CASHY said : Mr. Speaker,—1 hope this
suggestion for the production of those papers will
not be agreed to, as it is not at all a savoury case,
As the Colonial Secretary says, it is surrounded
by grave difficulties, and it came before that
gentleman as a perfectly unprejudiced judge, for
his consideration. Fle has been able to weigh the
evidence of both sides, and he has told us that
wfter careful perusal of the papers, and such
examination as he was able to give the case,
he cannot see his way to punish the constable in
any way except by transferring him from Bris-
bane. The constable has been clearly guilty of
an error of judgment in following this unfor-
tunate woman into her house and arresting her
there while in plain clothes. I think thatis
fairly met by his removal. The question of the
removal of this man to Normanton is beside this
matter altogether, and has been done by the
Commissioner for Police without any direction
whatever from the Colonial Secretary, and
purely on the ground that he was removed to a
part of the colony requiring the presence of an
extra constable. I hope this question will be
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allowed to drop, and the decision of the
Colonial Secretary adhered to and acquiesced in
by the House.

Mr. GROOM said : Mr. Speaker,—I had an
opportunity of seeing these papers, and I read the
report of the investigation appearing in the
papers. When Lread of it fiest, it struck me as
a very extraordinary case indeed, but when I
read the whole of the evidence as given by the
various witnesses, together with the report of the
Comnissioner, the case appeared to me to be
still more extraordinary. The opinion I formed
on the subject is very much the same as that
formed by the leader of the Opposition. I lay
great stressupon the evidence of the sergeant in
charge of the lockup who asked the constable if
he had any witnesses. The constable said ¢ No,
I have none” ; and if he had any witnesses to
prove his allegation, he must have known of them
then. Idonotagree with the suggestion that those
papers should be laid on the table, as they are not
fit to be published, and indeed are not fit to be
put into the hands of any respectable person,
because, as the hon., member for Warrego has
said, this is a very umsavoury subject. This
constable has brought this about by his own
indiscretion and want of judgment, but I admit
that his superior officers give himn a very high
character, and state that during all the time he
has been in the force he corducted himself
properly until this particular charge was brought
against him.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : That ought
to have some weight.

Mr. GROOM : He has also high recommenda-
tions from the frish Constabulary, of which he
was a member, and as the Colonial Secretary
says, that should have some weight, If the
Colonial Secretary has erred at all in the matter
it hag been on the side of mercy. No doubt this
will have its etfect upon the constable, and the
notice taken of the matter by the House will
have a good effect on all the other constables,
and deter them from being guilty of such cun-
duct. I think these papers ought not to be
produced, and the House may take the Colonial
Secrefary’s word as to what they contain., There
is one point in connection with them o which I
may refer, and in which I can commend the
Colonial Secretary. The Cominissioner gave an
opinion upon the evidence, and the Colonial
Secretary has appended a note to that, to the
effect that it is his province to express an opinion
upon the evidence. I entirely agree with that,
and I think, under the circumstances, the
Colonial Secretary has acted wisely in regard to
this case.

Mr. TOZER said : Mr, Speaker,—I wish to
draw the attention of the Minister for Mines and
Works to a telegram which appears in this morn-
ing’s Cowréer, 1n reference to certain matters at
Charters Towers ; and I think the Minister for
Mines and Works will give me credit for good
taste and judgment innot prejudicing, by bring-
ing up any contentious matter, a case about
which papers have been called for, But there is
one phase of the subject demanding instant
notice—that the functions of the administrator
of justice at Charters Towers are stopped, the
effect beinyg very disastrous to all parties. The
telegram which appears in the Courier has been
confirmed by another telegram sent to myself.
I suppose because it was considered that, having
an intimate knowlcdge of the effect of what has
happened, I may be able to explain it better
than many other members who have not had that
experience. I may say that I have no interest,
either direct or indirect, in the matter to which
I refer. The telegram says :—

“ At the adjourned hearing of [a cortain] case, in which
[a certain person] applicd for the forfeiture of the lease,
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the warden declined to proceed further with the case.
IIc explained that a telegram had been forwarded to
the AMinister for Mines by the solicitor for the applicant,
a copy of whieh had been sent to him. He would not
vead the contonts, but the supposed result had heen
that he had reecived a wire from the departinent to
hold himself in readiness for rewnoval to the Etheridge.
On this acsount he must decline, unless compelled to do
80, to continue the hearing of the case. The court was
then closed.”

The eifect of that, I understand, is that there are
hanging about Charters Towers now a score of
witnesses who are subpeenaed to attend the
court; both litigants are in a state of uncer-
tainty ; and the holders of the mine, naturally,
are precluded from doing the necessary work in
their mine, T take it that the warden has mis-
apprehended the effect of the telegram from the
Department of Mines; and the mere mention of
it by me will, I feel sure, have the effect of
putting the matter right. The telegram to hold
himself in readiness to go to another place could
not have contemplated that he was going to
cease acting in connection with a matter in which
he had done a considerable amount of work. 1t
appears from the papers that a vast amount of
evidence has been taken, the case having lasted
over a period of two or three weeks ; and unless
the Minister for Mines and Works has some
reason for concluding that the warden is acting
in s manner detrimental to the interests of
justice and of the country, I presume some
explanation will be wired to the warden in order
to relieve the anxiety of the persons interested,
and get the dispute ended.

The MINISTER FOR MINKES AND
WORKS (Hon. J. M. Macvossan) said: Mr.
Speaker,—The warden at Charters Towers
received a wire more than ten days ago that he
was going to beremoved to Georgetown, and that
another warden was being sent to Charters
Towers, Since he received that, this case came
on for hearing, and 1 received a wire from him yes-
terday stating that he had adjourned that case and
refused to go on with the hearing, because he was
under orders to go from the field. DBut the two
things are not comnected at all. I saw the
importance of the matter—that if he were allowed
to go in that way the administration of justice in
the mining courts would be stopped—and I sent
a wire immediately ordering him to go on with
the performance of his duty in the same way as
if he had received no instructions to hold him-
self in readiness to go. I received an answer to
that to-day, which is an apology and an excuse.
He now says that he did not say he refused for
that reason, but that his mind was suffering from
the tension he had been obliged to apply to the
case, and that his health was very much impaired.
T sent another wire, telling him I was very sorry
to hear that his health was bad, but that 1 hoped
he would still continue to do his duty. The case
is still sub judice, so I shall say nothing more on
the wmatter, as the hon. member for Wide Bay
has discreetly refrained from doing.

Mr. GLASSEY said : Mr. Speaker,—I wish
to refer to the question raised by the hon.
member for Rogewood. I have on previous occa~
sions given expression to my views respecting
the selection of Governors, and I think as a
vacancy has occurred — through circumstances
which we all regret—that the Government of the
day should at least have some voice in the choice
of 'a new Governor. I am somewhat surprised
at the silence manifested by both sides of
the House, particularly the other side, on this
very important question; aund even at the
risk of being charged with being to some
extent disloyal, I shall say a few words on
the matter., I have seen it stated in the publie
prints that the salary of the Governor 1s too
meagre to enable an individual to do the
work efficiently. I do not know what the
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opinions of hon, members are, or the opinions of
the community generally on this subject, but I
willgive my opinion, though what the opinion may
be worth it is not for meto say. Ithink, however,
that £5,000 a year is sutficient for any ordinary
person fo live on, and to enable him to discharge
the duties appertaining to the office with sabis-
faction to himself and to the country also.
Therefore, even at the risk of being charged with
disloyalty, I think we ought to have some say in
the choice of the gentleman who is to occupy
such a high and important position as Governor
of this colony.

Mr, HODGKINSON, in reply, said: Mr.
Speaker,—If T had known the debate was going
to take the turn it has taken I do not think 1
would have moved the adjournment of the House.
T do not see what connection the misconduct of
a constable has with imperialism or the choice of
a Governor. T am afraid I did not make myself
quite clear whenI spoke before. What I intended
to say, and what I thought I said was, that I did
not see how the Colonial Secretary could have acted
otherwise. If he had dismissed the constable on
the evidence contained in the papers, I think he
would have done what he would hardly have
been warranted in doing, because there is a
doubt about the matter. The question I asked
was—“Isit a fact that Constable Brooks has
been moved to Normanton ?” Tt is admitted by
the Colonial Secretary that the conduct of the
constable admits of doubt. It is also distinctly
perceptible to every gentleman in the House,
that the constable is not transferred to Nor-
manton as a mark of approbation. I did not
raise the greater question, whether he sheuld
be dismissed or not, because, on that point,
I do not see how anybody could have acted in

* any other way than the Colonial Secretary acted.
Though the Colonial Secretary is not directly
responsible for the transfer of the constable,
stringent instructions should be given to the
Commissioner that the North is not to be made
the refuge for all sinners in the various depart-
ments of the State, as it appears to be at present,
With the consent of the House I beg to with-
draw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT,
CHINESE REsTRICTION Bini.

Mr. SAYERS said: Mr. Speaker,—I have
another matter to bring before the House, and T
intend to conclude with a motion for adjourn-
ment. The matter T wish to draw the attention
of the Government to is a telegram appearing
in the Observer of to-day, as follows :—

“BOUTH AUSTRALIA.
“ Adelaide, October 23.

“In the Legislative Council to-day the Chinese Restric-
tion Bill was further considered in ecommittee, and on
. the motion of Mr. Scott, it was deeided by 11 votes
to 8 to reduce the tonuage limitation, so far as the
Northern Territory is concerned, from one to every 510
lons to one to 50 tous. By the same majority the
clause inflicting a penalty on Chinamen traveliing frow
one cotony to another without a perinit was rejected.
The Couneil then reswned so as to allow the Govern-
ment to consult on the matter.”

Now, when this Bill was going through the
House, hon. members of the Opposition fought
hard for the retention of the poll-tax. The
Minister for Mines and Works, who vepresented
the colony at the conference, impressed upon the
House that an agreement had been come to by the
members of the conference, and on that ground
they were bound to do away with the poll-tax. He
farther laid great stress upon the fact that only
one Chinaman to every H00 tons of ships ton-
nage could be brought into the colony under
the Bill. Now, it was said on this side, and
the Colonial Secretary afterwards admitted,

[24 OcroBER.]

Motion for Adjournment, 843

that there was great danger of the Bill not pass-
ing the South Australian Parliament. It now
scems that the South Australian Parliament
have taken no notice whatever of the fact that
certain arrangements were come to in Sydney.
They simply have done what they thought fit,
and did not care what had been~ done at the
conference.  Unfortunately the House has in
good faith accepted the statement made by
the Minister for Mines and Works, that he
believed the other colonies would do a certain
thing, and we have done away with the polLt_zLx.
Now, we find that in South Australia one China-
man to every 50 tons of a vessel’s burden is
allowed into the Northern Territory. Here the
door is opened at once. The South Australian
Parliament did not feel bound by the con-
ference. We have done away with the perfect
safeguard we have, and now we find South
Australia _has opened the back door, and will
allow the Chinese into Queensland. It is simply
impossible for Queensland to guard her border
in the West., All the police in the colony,
and the Defence Force as well, could not
guard it, and I hope, therefore, the Ministry will
take some steps in this matter. So faras I know,
they may have had some correspondence on the
subject, but I hope effective steps will be taken
to exclude the Chinese, and prevent them
coming over the border.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
WORKS said: Mr. Speaker,—I do not know
that T have anything to say on this subject. I
saw the paragraph which the hon. gentleman has
read, and I am sorry that the South Australian
Legislature did not see its way to carry out
the agreement of the conference; but still
that does not affect our position so far as our
measure is concerned, because it will be a
greal deal more effective than the one we have
repealed. Very few Chinese will come to
the colony under the Bill we have passed, and
a great many less than under the previous Act,
80 that our position is not affected at all; and
although South Australia has not agreed to the
500-ton regulation for the Northern Territory,
still they have made a great advance in making
it 50 tons, when it was previously nothing at all.
As many Chinese as like to do so can come in at
present to the Northern Territory.

Mr. DRAKE : They have abolished their poll-
tax.

The MINISTER F¥FOR MINES AND
WORKS : Thex had no poll-tax in the Northern
Territory. It was only in operation in the South.
So that even South Australia will be in a better
position to keep out the Chinese under that 13ill
than they were before. We, however, are in an
immeasurably better position than we were
hefore.

Mr. DRAKI said: Mr. Speaker,—We have
recently received information of the opening of
the Parliament in Sydney, and I find in the
speech there is no reference whatever to the
Chinese Restriction Bill. Two colonies have not
introduced the measure ; but seeing that it has
been talken in hand here and in South Australia,
it would have done the Government of New
South Wales no harm to bring it forward., If it
had not been proceeded with at once I see no
reason for not including it in their programme.
I would point out that in Victoria they are
apparently finishing up the business of the
session, and no reference has been made to the
Chinese Restriction Bill.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Donaldson) : They are going to have a general
election.
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Mr. DRAKE: T amm aware of that, but we
ran the Bill through here in a very shoxt time,
and there is no reason why that should not have
been done in Victoria.

The POSTMASTER-GENLERAL : The Gov-
ernment measures are being stonewalled.

Mr. DRAKE: Some measures are being
treated in that way, but it does not follow that
that Bill would have been stonewalled. T take
exception to the remarks of the Minister for
Mines and Works with regard to this matter not
Leing of great importance, seeing, as he says, that
the Bill we have passed will have more effect
than the legislation we have repealed ; but the
hon. gentleman must remember that his great
argument for abolishing the poll-tax was
that it would secure uniformity of legislation
throughout the colonies. My objection to repeal-
ing the legislation that we have is, that we
are giving up a certain benefit that we have
for something problematical, and all the indica-
tions we get from the other colonies point in the
one direction—that we are not going to have
uniform legislation. I am, therefore, very glad
that the matter has been brought before the
House, and I think if anything can be done
towards suspending the passage of this Bill for a
time, until we have some guarauntee that the
legislation of the colonies will be uniform, it will
be extremely advisable.

Mr. E. J. STEVENS said : Mr. Speaker,—
T think the hon. member for Charters Towers has
been very wise in bringing forward this matter.
There is considerable doubt now as to whether
we shall have uniform action on the Chinese ques-
tion, and T am not at all sure that it was a wise
thing for us to finally pass the measure until we
saw further into it. I, with many others who
supported the Government, did so because we
thought it was quite an understood thing that all
the colonies were prepared to accept the Dill ag
brought in with regard to the number of Chinese
to be admitted.  That was to be the safeguard,
and now we find that one of the colonies has
materially altered the Bill. The only gleam of
hope that I can see in connection with the para-
graph which bas been read is, that this amend-
ment was passed by the Legislative Council
of South Australia, and if the Assembly dis-
agrees to it, the Upper House may give way.
At any rate, I think, with other hon, members
who have spoken, that it will be unwise to do
away with our present safeguards, and remain
quite alone in the position we have taken up.

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-~The
information received from South Australia shows
what position we should have been in had not the
clause proposed by the Hon. Sir S, W, Griffith
been inserted in the Bill.  Of course, as the hon.
Minister for Mines and Works says, that will
take away the danger of an influx of Chinese
from the Northern Territory of South Australia.
Still, it is an unfortunate thing that the rest of
the Australian colonies should drop away from
the resolutions arrived at by the conference. If
we are to have an imwmunity from Chinese
invasion, it will be necessary for all the colonies
to act in unison. T always approved of the
poll-tax, and think we should adhere to it.

Mr. GANNON said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
very glad the hon. member for Charters Towers
has brought up this matter, and I think the Bill
should be held over until we are sure of what
will be done by the Governments of the other
colonies, I supported the Bill, as brought in by
the Minister for Mines and Works, to let the
poll-tax go; but if Thad imagined that concerted
action would not have been taken by the other
colonies, I should have bheen in favour of retain-
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ing the poll-tax. I mentioned that a money
penalty ought to be imposed upon Chinese who
crossed the border.

The Hox. S 8. W, GRIFIITH : So it is.

Mr. GANNON : Tt was first mentioned in
regard to those arriving in ships. I trust that
the Ministry will do all they possibly can to
have the Bill held back, and that the poll-tax
will be retained.

Mr, WATSON said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
sorry the poll-tax was taken off, for the simple
reason that we should first have had a guarantee
from the other colonies as to their action in the
matter. I may state that several members of
this House are members of the Anti-Chinese
League, among them the Hon. Minister for Mines
and Works, Mr. Isambert, Mr. Annear, and
myself, and we were all perfectly satistied with
the appointment of the Hon., Mr. Macrossan to
represent (Jueensland at the conference held
recently in Sydney. I may state that we held a
meeting after that, and at that meeting the whole
of us were convinced that, seeing the manner
in which the Hon. Mr. Macrossan had always
fought for Queensland against the Chinese, the
poll-tax would be refained until such time as we
were free from Chinese. In looking over the
paper this afterncon, I saw there was an
announcenient of an edict, which means, pro-
bably (so far as wecan make it out), that the
Kmperor of China is going to recall the whole of
the Chinese in Australia. If he should recall
them, I feel certain that he will make war with
Australia, and in that case we shall have to look
to our Defence Force to resist the Chinese, should
they land here, It is a very easy matter for
Iinglishmen to land Chinese in the North. They
can buy up old ships and land the Chinamen
on the shores of the Gulf, and they will do so
as long as they can make money by it. I may
bring to your recollection, Mr. Speaker, the fact
that during the New Zealand war white men
supplied the Maoris with arms and ammunition
toany extent. And T feel confident that it is not
the Chinese altogether we need stand in dread
of ; but the Englishmen and others in Shanghai
and Canton and such places, who will obtain
vessels and send Chinese here in spite of us, 1
would, therefore, ask the Minister for Mines and
Works to reconsider the Bill, and retain the
poll-tax until such time as the other colonies
have taken the Bill into their favourable con-
sideration. We have a great and glorious
country here, and I have given hostages to the
State in the shape of my family, and I do not
wish them to be degraded by any intermixture
with the Chinese.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said: Mr.
Speaker,—So far as I can judge from these
telegrams, I think the action taken by the South
Australian Government is to be regretted ; but
T do not think it need interfere in any way with
our legislation. We are, at any rate, keeping
faith with the conference that was recently held
in Sydney, and have shown our bona fides by
passing the Bill. I look with grave apprehen-
sion at the course taken by the Govermment of
South Australia, If we are to have different
laws existing in the colonies, inregard to the
introduction of Chinese, we shall have great diffi-
culty in preventing an invasion of our western
territory, and will also have to incur great
cost. Chinese do now come over the border ; but
if all the colonies had agreed with the decisions
arrived at by the conference, that ditliculty
would vanish. T agree with what has fallen from
the hon. member for Toombul ; but the Govern-
ment have no intention of abandoning the Bill.
We intend to persevere with it in another place.
We shall at any rate have done our duty ; and if
we find the other colonies will not follow us up,
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and there is to be no unity, the matter will be
dealt with in a future session of Parliament in a
more drastic way.

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE said: Mr.
Speaker,—I agree with what has fallen from the
Hon. Colonial Secretary in respect to the action
of the South Australian Legislative Couneil, con-
cerning the Bill founded upon the resolutions
arrived at by the conference held in Sydney a few
months ago, in which this colony was repre-
sented by the Minister for Mines and Worls.
There cannot be a doubt that the action of one
Legislature, in practically dissenting from the
conclusion drrived at by its duly constituted
representative, will have a very bad effect upon
that federation of the colonies which we wish to
seeaccomplished beforelong ; but I cannot but feel,
while saying this, that we, as a Legislature, are,
1 believe, responsible to a very great extent for
this breach of faith-—we cannot call it anything
else—which has just been committed, or is about
to be committed by the South Australian Legis-
lature. This colony sent home to Great Britain a
representative, not so very long ago, as its duly
accredited representative, to discuss great ques-
tions of State, and certain resolutions were arrived
at by the conference held in London.  Some of the
Australian Legislatures carried out the resolu-
tions of the conference by passing a measure
which was intended to secure the more effectual
defence of these colonies from invasion; but
this Legislature practically repndiated the reso-
lutions of that conference, and refused to pass
the Bill which was founded upon those resolu-
tions. I think, therefore, that to a great extent
this Legislature is responsible for the condition
of things which we find we are likely to drift
into now.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : But this
is a family quarrel.

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE: There cannot be
a doubt but that the other Legislatures will take
umbrage at the action of South Australia in
departing from the resolutions arrived at a few
months ago. While we condemn them for their
action in this respect, I think we ought to regard
ourselves as being open to a certain amount of
censure for having refused to pass the resolutions
of the conference held in Fngland. T think it
would not be advantageous to revert to the
existing condition of things with regard to the
introduction of Chinese. With the amendments
made in the Bill introduced a short time ago,
I think the measure, which is now ready
for the consideration of the Legislative Council,
is likely to be much more deterrent than the
provision which has been in existence for some
years past. When the Chinese know that one
result of their attempting to evade our laws is to
subject themselves to the possibility, at all
events, of what amounts to perpetual imprison-
ment, they will be likely to hesitate before they
attempt any such evasion on any large scale. If
a Chinaman cross the border now without paying
the tax imposed, he renders himself liable to be
proceeded against, and sentenced to six months’
imprisonment, and after the six months heis a
free man; but I think the proposed provision,
without the poll-tax, is likely to have a much
more deterrent effect in the direction we deside-
rate than the six months’ imprisonment with the
poll-tax.

Mr. ISAMBERT said : Mr, Speaker,—This
colony having passed an anti-Chinese measure,
and sent it on to the Legislative Council in
the form agreed to by the Sydney conference,
and the South Australian Government having
broken faith, I think the Government of this
colony shonld remonstrate with the South Aus-
tralian Government, and complain of the com-
pact having been broken, particularly as this
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colony is exposed to the greatest danger from an
invasion of Chinese from that colony. This
legislation on the part of the Legislative Couneil
of South Australia—makingthenumber of Chinese
to be admitted into Northern Territory one to
every 50 tons—is another proof of how rampant
this objectionable imperialism is, of which the
colonies disapprove so much, and how it still
exists in omr widst, particularly in South Aus-
tralia where there are men who are large owners
of land in Northern Torritory. It is for that
reason that the Legislative Council of South
Australia is influenced by this imperialism. The
English absentees are anxious to exploit their
large properties in the Northern Territory by
the employment of cheap coloured labour, and it
is this which gives us so much bother now.

Mr, ANNEAR said : Mr. Speaker,—I think
that it will be time well spent, that we have
takenup in discussing this important question this
afternoon. As we are told, it is only the Upper
House in South Australia who have broken
the compact. They have acted the same there
as our Upper House did some time ago, in
rejecting the wishes of the people of that colony.
T ‘think this matter should be well discussed
to-day, to let the Government of South Australia
see what is thought of their action by people in
Queensland. Our expression of opinion, as the
representatives of the people of Quecnsland, may
have some effect. We saw a little while ago a
conference held in Sydney, of which an hon.
member of this House was a member, and the
Premior of New South Wales was also.a member.
If hon. members will vead the Governor’s
Speech, as delivered in the New South Wales
Parliament yesterday, they will find that
there iy not one single word in it which
indicates any intention of carrying out the
views of the conference—not one word. When
I made a few remarks some nights ago I
pointed out to hon. members how the other
colonies had always kept faith with Queensland.
The Colonial Secretary, a few minutes ago, stated
that we should keep faith. We have always kept
faith in the past, and we have always suffered for
it. Queensland has always had to pay the piper
for all they have done in that way.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I said we
had kept faith.

Mr. ANNEAR : The hon, gentleman said we
had kept faith, 'We have always done that, and
we havealways had to pay for it. Thear some hon.
member interject the Naval Defence Bill, but
there is plenty of time, I think, yet for the Naval
Defence Bill to pass in Queensland. I do not
regret to-day the vote I gave on that question—
not one iota. I have no fear, as some hon. mem-
bers have, of any invasion by the Chinese, and
what T wish to say is this: That this Chinese
Restriction Bill, as introduced into this House,
and which is now before the Legislative Council,
should not be passed by the Legistative Couneil,
until they see that the other colonies are going
to keep faith with Queensland. We have con-
tended that the greatest danger from the Chinese
that we have to fear, is from the Northern
Territory of South Australia, According to the
telegram, they say:—% By the smne majority the
clause inflicting a penalty on Chinamen travel-
ling from one colony te another without a permit
was rejected.” Itis very evident to me that South
Australia has no intention of giving cffect to the
views of the conference. Victoria ix ¢uiet on
the subject, New South Wales will say nothing,
and Queensland alone has taken up and dealt
with this matter. We are the only colony who
have done anything towards carrying omt the
views arrived at by the conference lately held in
Sydney ; and before we give up the poll-tax of
£30 we should pause. We should pause beforc
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we introduce another measure to assist a colony
that is going to bring Chinamen in almost to our
borders and allow one for every 50 tons to land.
It isa very serious question—in my opinion the
most serious question that has ever come before
this House. As one hon. member said, in three
years the Chinese have all toleave, asthe Emperor
of China zays they must return to China. T hope
that is true. T should like them all to go
to-morrow.  They are no benefit to us, but a
great injury; and the working classes particularly
suffer from the presence of Chinese, and they wiil
suffer still more if the Bill now before the Legisla-
tive Council be passed.

Mr. PATLMER said : Mr. Speaker,—I do not
think there is any parallel between the Tmperial
Conference and the Sydney Conference. At the
Imperial Conference no representative went from
these colonies with authority to deal with matters
that would involve us in ten years’ expenditure
ahead ; whereas the Chinese Conference was like
a representative assembly—each colony sent a
special representative,

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE : Each Govern-

ment sent its own representative,

Mr. PALMER : The Imperial Conference was
a self-imposed mission. The Chinese Conference
was imposed by the people and their representa-
tives. Hven if South Australia does not pass the
Bill as it was framed by the conference, what
has been done shows that they are awakening to
the danger which the northern part of South Aus-
tralia is subjected to with regard to the Chinese,
and that they intend to do something to prevent
the ingress of them in large numbers there.
The hon. member for Maryborough spoke of the
danger which these Chinese are to the working
classes. Are we not in danger of overdoing this
Chinese business? The Chinese in this country
are supported more by the working classes than
by any other. If we honestly wished to keep
the Chinese out of the country we should, to use
a modern word, boycott them ; we should not deal
with them in any shape or form. The Chinese
question would then very soon settle itself. DBut
we encourage the Chinese to come here by dealing
with them, and then we have recourse to stringent
legislation to keep them out—legislation which
we shall not be particularly proud about in years
to come.

Mr. FOXTON said : Mr. Speaker,—I am
unable to follow the argument of the hon.
member for Carpentaria with reference to the
difference in the mode of appointing the gentle-
man who represented this colony at the Tmperial
Conference and the gentleman who represented
this colony at the Conference in Sydney. In
each case the Government appointed its own
representative ; the mode of appointment in each
case was precisely the same. If the members of
the Sydney Conference, holding their mandate
from their respective Governments, were able to
bind their respective colonies, then I say the
representatives of the colonies at the Imperial
Conference, appointed in the same way, had
exactly the same power. If there is anything
reprehensible in South Australianot carrying out
the arrangement entered into by its representa-
tive at Sydney, it was equally reprehen-
sible for Queensland toback out of the arrange-
ment entered into by its representative in
London with refcrence to the naval defence
scheme. Ithasbeen said that, with regard to this
Chinese question, the Upper House of South
Australia may give way; and hon., members
have instanced the manner in which the Upper
House of this colony gives way before popular
desires. But they have omitted to take into con-
sideration the fact that in South Australia it is
an elective Upper House, and an elective Upper
House is much less likely to give way on
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matters of that sort than nominee Houses.
Experience, both in South Australia and in

Victoria, gives force to my argument in that

direction.  Other hon. members have said
that the measure now before this Parlia-
ment—which has lately gone up to the other
Chamber—is a better one for the purpose of
keeping the Chinese out of Queensland than the
one which it is proposed to repeal. I bey leave
to differ with them on that point ; and although
I did not speak on the Bill when it was before
the House, yet T voted most heartily against the
clause which proposed to repeal the poll-tax
which exists in the Act at present in force,
until we see what we are going to get from
the other colonies on the continent. It is
quite true that if Chinamen come across from
the Northern Territory of South Australia they
are liable to a penalty of £50, but before
that penalty can be enforced they have to
be caught and convicted. That 18 a very
different thing from arresting a Chinaman,
under what is practically a Customs Act, on
guspicion that he has not paid his poll-tax, The
practical working of that Act is that he has to
prove that he has paid the poll-tax. On the
other hand, if a Chinaman were caught two
miles on this side the border of South Australia,
you have to convict him of having crossed over
the border, How are you going to do that?
Anyone at all familiar with eriminal proceedings
must know that there will be very great dith-
culty in preventing any influx of Chinese
from the Northern Territory of South Australia
by the machinery provided in the Bill now before
Parliament. Itis one thing to arrest a China-
man on suspicion of not having paid his poll-
tax, and another thing to arrest him and obtain
a conviction against him on evidence, because the
onus of proof rests with the Crown, and it must
be sheeted home to him as a criminal charge.
Under these circumstances I certainly think it is
desirable that steps should be taken to, at all
events, so alter the Bill now before Parliament, as
to retain the poll-tax until we see that the other
colonies are willing to join with Queensland in
the rigorous legislation which she has long ago
adopted on this question. The Colonial Secre-
tary has said that, if the other colonies fail to
join us in this matter, and fail to carry out the
agreement entered into at the conference, it
will be desirable for us to pass some drastic
measure for the purpose of excluding the
Chinese. Why not retain the poll-tax until we
see what the other colonies are prepared to do?
Tt cannot be said that we have not kept faith,
because the action of this House in passing that
measure, and the arguments used by the hon,
gentleman in charge of the Bill, and those who
supported him in the abolition of the poll-tax, is
quite sufficient to rebut any assumption on the
part of any statesman in any other part of Aus-
tralia that this colony has not desired to
keep faith. It has kept faith ; this House
has kept faith, and this House is the repre-
sentative of the people of Queensland. I say
that when we find the other colonies are not
prepared to carry out their pledges given at the
conference, it is time for us to look round and
shut the door before the steed has left the stable.
I think it would be much more desirable to do
that than to have to come down to the House
with another Chinese Bill next session re-impos-
ing the poll-tax, which we shall have abandoned
if we pass the Bill in its present form. T am
aware that there may be a little feeling of pride
on the part of the Government in having
brought that Bill in and passed it through this
House; I can quité imagine that they do not
desire it to be thought that they have been
hoodwinked, but I say the representative of this
colony at the Sydney Conference was unquestion-
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ably hoodwinked when he trusted to the Legis-
latures of the other colonies passing the measure
that was agreed to at the conference without any
alteration. I think, sir, that although it might
be an admission that the Government were not
altogether right in abandoning the poll-tax before
they saw that they had a sufficient guarantee to
justify them in doing so, still 1 believe they will
be serving the best interests of Queensland and
deserve honourif they reconsider the position and
get their representative in another place to intro-
duce anmendments in the Bill which will preserve
to us the guarantee against an incursion of
Chinese that we possess at the present time.

Mr. SMITH said : Mr. Speaker,—~Whatever
may be the action of the other colonies in dealing
with this question, we have the consolatory fact
that this Parliament has, at any rate, done its
duty. The object in view has been attained so
far as we are concerned. If the other colonies
do not choose to fall in with the proposal
to have uniform legislation on the subject,
that is not our fault, and no charge can
be Iaid at our door of not having fulfilled
our part of the contract. I think the restriction of
one Chinaman to every 500 tons is quite sufficient
to prevent an influx of Chinese ; that under it the
Chinese in (Jueensland will soon become a thing of
the past, and that the poll-tax is quite unneces-

- sary.  As far as the Naval Defence Bill and our
obligations in connection therewith are con-
cerned, I have no hesitation in saying that, so
far as I understand the subject, I am quite
prepared to vote for a measure of that deserip-
tion should the Government bring 1 in. I think
we are under an obligation to pass such a measure.
We are talking very much of federation
and of passing measures which would advance
that great movement, and I think the Bill we
have passed with regard to the Chinese is a great
step in that direction. I also believe that the
Naval Defence Bill will be another step in that
direction.

Mr. MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,—The
hon. member for Carnarven drew a parallel
between the way in which the delegates to the
late conference on the Chinese question that sat
in Sydney, and the manner in which the delegate
to the conference held in London were appointed.

The Hon. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH : What is
the difference?

Mr. MURPHY : The difference was simply
this : that the hon, the leader of the Opposition
went home entirely on the nomination of the
Governient, of which he was the leader. At
the time he was appointed he was the leader of
a practically diseredited Government.

HoxourRABLE MEMBERS of the Opposition :
No, no!

Mr. MURPHY : Certainly. But the Minister
for Mines and Works went down to the Sydney
Conference not merely appointed by the Govern-
ment, of which the hon. gentleman was the
leader, but appointed after conference with Sir
Thomas Mcllwraith, who was the leader of the
victorious party at the polls.

The Hox. Sz S. W. GRIFFITH : He was
the only member of the conference in that posi-
tion.

Mr. MURPHY : He may have been the only
member of the conference in that position, I
am only goine so far as the argument of the hon.
member for Carnarvon went,

Mr. FOXTON : Then is an appointment of
that kind no good unless confirmed by the
Opposition ?

Mr. MURPHY : I say that hon. gentleman
went down with the approval of the whole of this
H:.use. He was accredited by the whole of the
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people of this colony. That is the difference in
the position. Nobody ever heard that the hon.
the leader of the Opposition was going home to
represent this colony at the conference in London
until he had almost gone.

The Hox. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITIH : Because
he did not know himself.

Mr. MURPHY : Therefore, the difference
between the position oeeupied by the hon. gentle-
man and that occupied by my hon. friend the
Minister for Mines and Works was this: The
hon. gentleman could only speak at the con-
ference in London as the representative of his
own party—a very small party as it afterwards
proved to be—and as the representative of a
Glovernment which did not possess the confi-
dence of the country. My hon. friend the
Minister for Mines and Works went down to
Sydney, accredited by the whole of this House,
and the whole colony. Thercfore, he had autho-
rity to act as he did on behalf of this colony.

The Hox., Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH : He was
not the confurence.

Mr., MURPHY : Of course he was not the
whole conference. I am only speaking of his
position at that conference, as compared with the
position occupied DLy the hon. gentleman at the
London eonference. I should certainly not have
voted for the Bill repealing the poll-tax, and
imposing other restrictions on the Chinese, had T
not-thought that we were passing a measure that
would be adopted, it its main features, by all the
other colonies.

Mr. SAYERS : You were told it would not be.

Mr. MURPHY : Well, T do not think pro-
phesies are worth very much ; and all hon. gentle-
men on the other side of the House could do was
to prophesy upon this question.

Mr. SAYERS: It has proved to be true this
time.

Mr. MURPHY : I am sorry that there has
not been unanimity in legislation by the different
colonies upon this question. But, of course, it is
not settled yet. The Assembly in South Aus-
tralia may yet insist upon the Bill being passed
through in its original form. I agree with the
suggestion of the hon. member for Carnarvon, that
perhaps it would be as well for the Government
to get inserted in this Bill, when going through
the Upper House, some proviso for the re-
imposition of the poll-tax, should this measure
not be adopted by the colonies generally.
certainly wonld never have voted for the repeal
of the poll-tax if I did not think the Bill, as
passed here, would have been adopted in all the
other colonies,

Mr. MORGAN said : Mr. Speaker, —The hon.
member has contested a point for the last quarter
of an hour, and at the end he has surrendered it
entirely. He has been challenging the arguments
used on this side of the House, but before sit-
ting down he has admitted that it is quite right
that a provision should be introduced in the
Bill before it passes for the retention of the
poll-tax. When thé conference wes sitting in
Sydney, and ever since, we have heen told that
the one great benefit to result from it was that
the Amnstralian colonies would have a uniform
law for dealing with this Chiness question. That
argument is entirelv dashed by the astion of
South Australin.  New Sonth Wales has done
nothing, Victorin has done nothing, South Aus-
tralia has atb :cl to do somethivg and has

iled, and we in Queensland wre to be *‘uniform,”
and uniform alone. The law in force up to the
present in this colony, and which has proved
effectual in decreasing the number of Chinese in
the colony, is to be thrown over for a law
which can be of no great benefit if the other
colonies do not adopt an entirely similar one,
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The great object of uniform legislation, such as
that suggested by the conference, was that it
would have kept the Chinese not out of one colony
alone, but out of Australia. South Australia
has not adopted this law, and the Chinese may
come into that colony ; and though we have
passed a law inflicting a penalty of £50 a
head upon Chinese coming here over the
border, that will not stop them. They will
come in here over the border ; and it is very poor
satisfaction to us to know that we are going to
fill our gaols and asylums with those we can
catch, for we shall not catch them all. There is
another way to look at this: This measure,
adopted by the conference, is supposed to be at
variance with the views of the British Govern-
ment on the Chinese question. Weare told that
opposition is likely to be incurred from that
quarter, and that these Bills will be reserved for
the royal assent. If the four great colonies of
Australia took uniform action in this matter,
and said : “‘These are our views, and we have
embodied them in these Bills,” I doubt very much
whether the Tinglish Government would dare to
refuse to recommend Her Majesty’s assent to
those Bills. But one colony will have a very
much poorer show of getting the royal assent
to a Bill of that kind. Unless the South Aus-
tralian Parliament alters the decision arrived at
in the Legislative Council there yesterday, this
Parliament ought not to allow the Chinese
Restriction Bill to become law, and supersede a
law which has hitherto proved effective in dealing
with the Chinese evil in this colony.

Mr. PAUL said: Mr. Speaker,—1 thinlk this
House has sufficient confidence in the Ministry,
and especially in the Minister for Mines and
Works who represented this colony at the con-
ference, to leave this matter in their hands, T
would suggest that the Government should write
a despatch to the Premier of South Australia,
embodying the views so earnestly, carefully, and
eloquently propounded by the Minister for Mines
and Works in his speech on this question. I
think that if a despatch is sent representing that
this is a question in which the federation of
the colonies is concerned, it may have sufficient
influence to induce the Upper House of
South Australia to amend the Bill in such a
way as to meet the views of Queensland, which
of all the colonies of the group is most con-
cerned in regard to the Chinese question. I
am not aware that the suggestion has been made
before, but I think it would be well to send such
a despateh, in the hope that the Upper House of
South Australia might so modify their Bill as to
encourage the other Parliaments to adopt a
measure which would be really federal in its
character.

Mr. GROOM said : Mr, Speaker,—An expres-
sion of opinion on the part of the members of
this Chamber will, in my opinion, produce a far
greater effect than any despatch that might be
sent, It will take some time for a despateh to
reach the hands of the South Australian Premier,
and I much question whether very much
attention will be paid to any address from a
Queensland statesman, however distinguished he
may be. But the united expression of opinion by
members of this Chamber, representing all classes
in the community, willundoubtedly exercisemore
influence upon the members of the Upper Chamber
in South Australia. Ttisof very great huportance,
in my opinion, that hon, members should give
strong expression to their opinion upon this
subject. I asked the Minister for Mines and
Works a question with regard to this very
matter when the Bill was going through, because
I have been watching very carefully the action
of the South Australian Parliament. When I
was in Adelaide, some months ago, I found
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that the people there dreaded the action of
the Upper Chamber on account of their high
conservative ideas on the subject. Events have
proved that the apprehensions of those repre-
senting the people in the lower branch of
the Legislature in South Australia have been
justified.  The fact that the efforts and
conclusions of the conference have been entirely
upset hy the action of the Upper Cham-
ber of South Australia is very much to be
deplored.  Reference has been made to the
silenc= in the Governor’s Speech, in New South
Wales, upon the Chinese question, but there is a
good reason for that. Sir Henry Parkes has
passed his measure, and it is a very stringent
measure indeed. It has been assented to by
Lord Carrington, but the Secretary of State for
the Colonies has not yet given assent to it on
behalf of the Queen, and Sir Henry Parkes will
not withdraw his measure to pass the one
adopted by the conference until the latter has
been passed by two colonies. Queensland has
passed it, but it can hardly be said that South
Australia has passed, or is likely to pass it.
If we have the Act in the form in which we have
passed it, and South Australia has it in an
entirely different form, it will be a very good
excuse for Sir Henry Parkes not to deal with the
subject this session. It is of the very greatest
importance that members of this Chamber should
express their opinion with regard to the action
of the South Australian Upper Chamber, because
no doubt telegrams from this city will appear in
the Adelaide papers to-morrow morning, and the
members of that Chamber will see what is the
opinion of the representatives of the people here,
and they will understand that they must accept
the responsibility of ignoring the voice of public
opinion, The information communicated to me is
that some of the members of the Upper Chamber
of South Australin are largely interested in the
northern part of that colony. A large number of
them are interested in gold-mining and in pastoral
pursuits there, and they employ Chinese very
largely. They think that their craft is likely to
be injured by the action of the other colonies in
this matter, and on that account we have every
reason to fear the action of those gentlemen. We
have a right to speak our minds very clearly, and
to say that we do not approve of the action of
those gentlemen, They are going in direct opposi-
tion to the unanimous volce of the Australian
colonies. I think, with the bhon. member for
Maryborough, that the time of this House will
not be wasted in this discussion, and that
expression of opinion by hon. members will
have a wholesome effect upon the other colonies.
It should be well known that whilst we have
any reason to fear an inundation of Chinese
from the other colonies we are determined to use
every effort we can to stop them. This House
is committed to the course it bas already taken
in this matter, and it will be very much to be
deplored if all our efforts are to be thrown away
now. I would ask hon., members to express their
opinion upon this subject, and show the members
of the Upper Chamber in South Australia that
they ought not to run counter to.the wishes and
general opinion of the whole of the Australian
colonies.

Mr, BARLOW said : Mr. Speaker,—I think
T should be wrong if T did not express my opinion
upon this subjeet. During the whole of the time
the Bill was going through this Chamber we
were told that we could not do this or the other,
bhecause of the conclusions arrived at by the
conference in Sydney. I felt at that time that
we were very much hampered in making suffi-
cient guarantees for the security of this country
from the Chinese evil, and when the division
was taken to abolish the poll-tax I felt that the
last real security on the subject was gone.
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T have little to add to what has been said by
other hon. members, but I hope it will rcach the
Legislature of Souvth Australia. I have very
little hope that any elective Upper Hounse will
pay much attention to it, however, becaus: they
are securc in their position ; but T trust they will
see their way to retrace their steps, and that owr
own Government willnotrelax thegrasp theyhave
on the poll-tax till they sec some way out of the
difficulty. I presume it is not too Iate bo strike
out the clauss repealing the poll-tax, while the
Bill is passing through the other Chamber ; and I
feel confident, as I showed by my vote when the
question was before us, that the only real security
we have against the influx of Chinese is a poll-
tax.

Mr., McMASTER said: Mr, Spesker,—I
refrained from saying anything on the question
when the Bill was before the House, because I
thought there was quite enough waid by other
hon. members ; and I regret to hear that South
Australia has not passed the Bill.  No donbt the
Minister for Bines and Works was sincare when
heurged the pointthat he was alinost certain that if
we passed the clause doing away with the poll-bax
South Australia would also pass the Dill ; hut
many hon. members had grave doubts whethoer
the Bill would pass the Upper Chamber there,
when they knew it was ouly curried in the
Agsembly by the casting-vote of the Chalrman.
I look on the invasion of the Chinese with
greater horror than the rabbit pest. We might
get rid of the rabbits, but it is not so easy to get
rid of the Chinamen. We cannot put them on
board a ship and say, “You must go,” becaunse
they are protected by our laws when they are
herc ; and we shounld have been in o very
peculiar position but for the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition imposing a £30 tax on
those who came unlawfully. I regretied very
much-—and many of those who voted for its
abolition regret it also—that the poll-tax was
rejected.  If the Government insist on the Bill
going through the other House without introduc-
ing the poll-tax, I can only say that, whatever it
may cost, we must endeavour to keep a guard
on our inland Dborder. It must not be for-
gotten that this House, a few days ago, pused a
tariff protecting and encouraging acertain class of
Chinamen in this colony—nanely, the cabinet-
makers, There is a large number of Chinese
cabinet-makers in Drisbane, and they have
elbowed nearly all the European cabinet-makers
out of the trade. We have put on a duty of 15
per cent. to encourage that trade, and we have
encourazed the market gardeners by putting a
duty of 15 per cent. on vegetables., 1b1s a well-
known fact that Chinamen have also eibowed out
nearly all the Muropean gardencrs, so that we
are really protecting the Chinamen who are here
to the extent of 15 per cent. It seems that
we are likely to be the only colony to pass the
Bill practically in accordance with the draft Bill
agrecd upon at the conference; and I hope the
Governmment will delay the measure now, and see
whether the other colonies arve going to pass w
Bill similar to ours before they allow the poll-
tax to go entirely out of our grasp. I agree
with the remark of the hon, member for Carpen-
tarvia that, if everyone werc to boycobtt the
Chinese—it is the cowise I have adopted for
many years; I buy neither furniture nor any-
thing else which the Chinaman produces—if we
all did that, there would be very few Chinamen
in the colony now; but as long as their goods
are bought, and they sre encouraged by a good
high tariff, so long will the Chinamen fHourish.

Mr, GOLDRING said : Mr. Speaker,—It is
with great concern that the people of this
colony will notice that the Bill passed by the
Assembly of South Australia is likely to be
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altered by the Upper Chamber of that colony ;
and I think it shows very bad forin on their
part not to uphold the decisions arrived at
by their representatives at the conference,- just
as I thought it would have been bad form for
is Assambly not to have upheld the agreeinent
our representative was a party. It is
re to keep the Chinese out of Quesnsland,

ossible, and the Bill brought forward by the
Minister for Mines and Works would have
tended to that end if all the other colonies had
kept faith with regard to the agrecment
coine to by the conference, I do not think,
however, that any resident of Queensland
will lay any blame on this House for having
passed the Bill in the form in which it was
passed by us. We can now see the error we
made in not retaining the poll-tax—I think it
was an error—but we gave it up on the under-
standing that the other colonies wounld keep faith
with wus, and we had no reason to think they
would do otherwise. T hope that, if possible,
some means will be falken to retain the poll-tax.
T am doubtful as to whether the Bill will yet be
passed in South Australia, but I hope it will.
If it is not passed in Houth Australia, Queens-
laud will have to take some means to further
protect herself,

Mir. AGNIW said: Mr. Speaker,—T listened
with more than ordinary attention when this
Bill was before the House; and although I took
no opportunity of speaking then, I claim to
take as deep an interest in the question as pro-
bably any member of the House. But I saw at
that time a tendency on the part of the House to
exchule effectually all Chine<e ; and to my mind
the Bill brought forward, with the amendments -
proposad by the leader of the Opposition, would
cartainly have had o greater effect than the Act
we have repealed. I have listened with great
attention to the speeches wmade this afternoon,
and one would imagine that the £30 poll-tax was
a more sffectual means of kecping out the
Chinese than the restrictions which have becn
incladed in the Bill. T donotthink so. I think
that the provision of one Chinanan to every 500
tons will be more restrictive than the £36 poll-
tax.  That is one point that secures us agaiust
an influx of Chinese by water ; whereas
wealthy merchants or persons interested in the
employment of Chinese could at any time,
by paying £30 a head, introduce them in
any numbers. With regard to the argument
of the member for Cunningham that the Chinese
would come over our border, and that the ganls
would be filled with Chinanen, would not the
game argument apply in regard to the poll-tax ?
If a man would be prepared to go to gaol in one
cane, would he not inthe other? Under the poll-
tax provision a man who went to gaol had to
serve his time and then became a free man 3 but,
under the Bill as passed, a Chinaman must
remain in gaol for ever if he evaded the :Act.
Thercfore, wa meost certainly ave in a better posi-
tion than we have ever been in the history of this
colony.

Me, FOXTON: Why?

Mr. AGNEW : Because Chinese cannot come
into the colony in a greater number than one for
every 500 tons of a ship’s burden ; and, secondly,
because the penalty of evasion is much more
severe,

Mr, FOXTON:
Chinamen first.

My, AGNIEW : T am aware of that, but you
had to conviet themw under the poll-tax Act.

Mr. FOXTON : No; the onus was on the
Chinaman in that case.

Mr. AGNEW : My firmopinion is, that though
it is very much to be regretted that the South

You have to convict the
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Australian Council has gone against the Bill, yet
that is not an une\pectgd surprise to hon.
members. We know that ofall the Governments
in the colonies that was theone we were most
afraid of. Within the lust two years large con-
tracts have been cntered into between wealthy
people and the Government which inclnded the
employment of Chinese labour, and, therefore, we
knew there would be a strenzer and deeper-rooted
desire in that colony to maintain the Chiness ele-
ment than I hope will be found in other colonies.
I voted for the Bill becan«s I firmly belicvad that
all the other colonies would join in, and becauss
I Dbelieved that the messure would have more
effect than the law which we have vepealed. I
still have that feeling, and though we s regrsy
that the action of South Australia is not all that
can be desired, yet I think that some of the
remarks that have been made have been some-
what premature.

Mr, LYONS said: Mr, Speaker,—I simply
wish to say that I voted for the Bill, and amm not
ashamed of the course I took. T am perfec
satisfied that the measure will prove itself
effective in keeping out the Chinese from this
colony. T do not think that becuuse the Sonth
Australian Legislative Council has mtomeu‘d
with the Bill, that should prevent us from pusting
it into operatlon because I feel satisfied it wi 1
prove itself a good measure,

Mr. BUCKLAND said: Mr. Speaker,—1
think hon. members pretty well understood,
when the Chinese Bill was going through com-
mittee, that it was expected th W united actmn
would be taken by all the colonies interestod.
Now, I would point out, in reply to the hon.
member for Nundah, that South Australi
has mever been sincere in endeavouring to
keep out Chinese. T speak from experience
extending over the last thnty years. I recol-
lect, and have mentioned it hefore in the
House, when South Australia allowed Chinese
to land in thousands on the border of
toria—Victoria having, at that time, imposed s
£10 poll-tax, and the South Austealian Go
ment took no steps whatever to plexem, them
landing. From there they came over to the
various goldfields in Vietoria in droves of thou-
sands. It is evident to me that the South Aus-
tralian Government is not sincere, and has no
intention of falling in with the views of their
representa,ti‘v‘es at the conference. I am sorry
to have to speak strongly in this respect, because
when the hon. the Minister for Mines and Worls
introduced the measure, and when I spoke
against the repeal of the poll-tax, I cer-
tainly voted for its retention when the Bill
was going through committee. I am perfectly
sure that the retention of the 1,011 tax, and the
provision with respect to only one Chinaman
being carried for every 00 tons of tnlb‘slkl!
burden, would have effectually prevented them
from coming to the colony. The hon. member
for Fortitude Valley, Mr. McMaster, has veferred
to the encouragement which has bhtn given to
Chinese furniture manufacturers
through the tariff w ]nch passed “thro ough
House during the last few weeks, T endorse
what the hon. mewber said, If we in, i3
15 per cent. duty on furniture avd vegciables, it
will have the effect of encour: vrm" the Chinese
and T only hope, when the motion of the hLou.
member for Knoggera for imposing o duty of 23
per cent. on Chinese manufactured furmibure is
brought on for discussion, it will find many sup-
porters I am very sor V to find that the Legis-
Iature of South Australin have not passed the
Bill, as agreed to by the umfu ence. L am afraid
tlmt Queensland will have o great deal of trouble
in the future by Chme.se coming over the
western border., It will cost a glewt deal of
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money to patrel the border, as we shall have to
do, if we want to keep them from coming into the
cohmy. Before sitting down I will refer to
vhat” is done in Honolulu to prevent Chinese
who have once besn there from returning.
> Act they have N provides that, in
r to obtain a permit to live in Hovmmlu, 2
inese must produce his recaipt for taxes, his
prssenser tluu(‘u. passports, duphcwto copies of
i wad profile photograph, besides paying a
foe of Ave dollavs,  He mmnst also prove sabis-
wetorily to the officer that he is not a vagrant, a
ninal, a professional b v, a user of opium,
or o person likely to become a charge upon the
country. The permit is not transfer Lbl(,, and the
p mishment for transferring it is forfeiture and

a fine of 200 dollars, or imprisonment with hard
hbnm for six months, Rvery person concerned
in the transfer is linble to these pains and penal-
ties. The Hawalian press refers to the measure
as a check upon Chinese ‘L\Lendeﬂcv and the
beginning m the very radical 1mluy of the
exclusion of Mongolians, to which the nation
mu&-., in self- )Lumxutwn, eventually come, If
the 1;Lmd of Hlonolulu can adoptsuch a measure as
that to prevent their people being starved out by
an influx of Mongolians, suvely the whole of the
Australinn colonies should agree to some measure
which wili etfectually prevent Chinese coming to
these ¢ \,olonle

Mr, GLASSEY said: Mr Sl,ewl\er Before
the debate Cl()\t?b there i one point to which T
wish to refer. T should like the hon. gentleman
who had of the Bill, which was
recently passed by thi ouse, and which is
now mfor the | wmwtlvc C()tm(,l to give
us some assurance that in the event ofthe other
colonies not keeping faith with Queensland
he will, at the earliest opportunity, bring
forward = wmeasure to reimpose the poll-tax,
that is, of course, provided the present Bill
is pusied ot i believe the

by the other Chamber.
hon. gentleman was perfectly sincere in his desive
to have that B3l pasied and so keep faith with the
other reprasentatives who attended the Chinese
Conference at Sydney. T voted for the retention
of the poll-tax, but I think if T had had the con-
fidence of the wl«mv, and occupied a similar posi-
tion to that which the hon. gentleman occupied
at the conference, I should probably have been
equally as desirous to get the Bill passed as it
left the conference as he was, I trust, howevcr,
th’m, he will give the assurance I have asked for;

£ he dees not I feel perfectly confident that this
Housc will at a very early date take on itself
the introduction of a measure to protect the
interexts of the people of this country.

The Hon, Siz 8. W, GRIFFITH said: Mr.
Spealcer,—1I do nut rise to prolong the debate ;
T will nob o6 scupy micre than o minute or two,
i tmﬂ\ uhc £ ~st danger we really have to
th this matter on a federal and
¢ is the culuny of South Australia.
; bun agreut danger, not because the
prosing Gm'emment of the colony are not perfectly
5 zmd \incmg in dealing with the .subjctt
am s uLlShl‘d pe*lu,ﬂ) sincere, and the
aded the conference in “sy dney,
erfectly sincere in the matter.
) sen the Legislative Council of that
coleny, whi Ah represents property holders and
guntlumnl who are interestedin the Northern Ter-
i that has been the great obstacle. At the
It thue the Northern Territory is run in the
t of Chinese snd a few people of propertyin -
Adelnide, and those ave the people who dominate
the Couneil in ‘muth Australia, Nothing but
the pressure of public opinion in the other
colonies is likely to have any influence upon
them in respect of this matter. During the late
election I used language which was thought by
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some rather strong, in alluding to South Aus-
tralia as o colony likely to stand alaof from the
rest of the colonies of Australia, but I would
not hesitate to follow the conrse I there indi-
cated if that were the only way to bring them
to their senses. 1 think it would he an unfortu-
nate thing that the small clective Council of
South Australia, 101)1P\t‘ntin~ a few property-
holders, should be able to thwart the wishes of
united Amtmlm T was going to say that I
hopa the Government will communicate with the
Government of South Australia, but roally we
know that they are honestly in earnest in their
endeavours to pass the measure, and I hope, if
the Government do make any commummtwn
it will be only to express sympathy with them in
their position, and not to suggest any doubt as
to their bona fides in the me Lftern

Mr. GRIMES said : Mr. Speaker,—It has
been stated by several members opposite that the
Bill which has been passed by this House is
quite sufficient to keep out Chinese from the
colony of Queensland. If they had said coast-
wise we should have been at one with them
in that respect. We belisve that the limi-
tation of one Chinese to cvery 500 tons of
cargo will be quite sufficient to prevent any
l'uwe influx of Chinese coastwise, but that
is ot the only danger. We must not foreet
that we have a large border line hesween this
colony and the Northern ritory of South
Australia, where Chinese ars now engaged in
large numbers on public works. Those works, T
understand, will be finished in a very short tmm
and there is nothing to prevent the Chinese fmm
crossing the border in batches‘ 11\Lo< ueensland,
except the fear of six monthy’ imprisonment,
which will not act ag a very strong cheuumt in
the minds of Chinese, if we Dad ‘ulopueut
principle of the poll-tax, which has just bee'l
repealed, and imposed & heavy poll-tax on theni,
we could then demand that they should prove
that they had come into the colony in a legiti-
mate manner.

Mr, AGNEW : We have passed a poll-tax,

Mr. GRIMES: T am quite aware that there
is a penalty of £50 for Chinese eoming across the
border, but that is a very different Lhm(f from a
poll- tax. Under the Act we have 1epe‘blf‘<1 a
Chinaman could at any time be called upon to
prove that he had paid the poll-tax, but in the
case of Chinese coming across the huuler con-
trary to the provisions of this Bill, it mnst be
])14)\’0(] that they have not landed in Queensland
in a legitinate manner, before the pelulus of £50
can be inflicted. In the one case the onus is
thrown on the Chinaman, and in the other
on the Goverment. We must not forqe‘ that
Chinese are encouraged in South Australia, snd
thatasoonasthe large public works on W hichthey
are engaged are ﬁm\hed, they will seck pastures
new. There is no doubt that our goldfields in
the hoxtu, and the employment Lhnv are likely
to get in the North, will attract them to (Jueens-
land.. Chines ge are not boycotted in the North
by any means. Iam sorrytosaythatthey are en-
couraged there ; it is a class of labour which is
much encmu‘wed in some quarters inthe North ;
and I believe the Chinese would come ACTOSY and
be employed in some districts in that part of the
colony. I exceedingly regret that we have
done away with the poll t’\\ which bas proved
ctfective in preventing tho introduetion  of
Chinese into (.meenslanu, What have we got
for i6?7 We have got that which iy inoperative,
T look upon that clavse merely as one to f)l”lltcn
rather than anything clse, a mere bogie; but we
know very well that the Chinese are ot 50 o ily
frightened as some people wmay imagine. "They
know as well as we do that before we can impose
the penalty they have to be caught. In other
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woxds, we have to catch the rabbit before we can
cook him, and we may a¢ well try to catch the
rabbits crossing our border from South Australia
as try to catch the Chinamen, It would be
just about as easy. But if we allow the poll-tax
clause to remain we shall not have that diffi-
culty,
e

HYNHE:
of o-dm, an d I will

3y, Speakey,—I rise to a point
 for your ruling, I wish
to know whether in ovder to discuss a Bill
which has already pasgsed this House before it
has been returned from the Legislative Council.

The SPEAKISR : The hon. member is right if
he refers te a Bill which has been previously
debated this session, The 85th Standing Order
€3 1—

“No memher shall allude to any debate of the same
1 ipon a guestion or Bill ot being then under
cussion, exeept by the indulgence of the House, for
personal expls
I may point out that it has not escaped my
observation that some hon, members have, during
the discussion this afternoon, referred to the
debateon a B3ill which recently passed thisTHouse ;
but I have not referred to the inatter because T
asstuned that the Flouse (}()nm‘delbd the subject
that has been brought under discussion one of
sufficient ?mx,mtdnu to allow hon, members to
refer to a prev 1<ms debate ; otherwise my atten-
tion would have been ¢ alled to the fact. There-
fore I did not interrupt any hon. member when
lm was speaking 3 but it is clearly out of order to
fer to previous debates that have talen place
in the samoe session,

The XMINISTER FOR DMINES AND
WORLKS smd. Mr., Speaker,—Speaking to the
|\<)11 1 of order, T have been quite aware, and the
Ciovernment have been als 3, of the way in which

the debate has been carried on; but if any memn-

ber of the Governmant had called attention to the
fact, he would hnwediately have been accused of
trying t o gay hon. members, and put down the
liberty of discassion. ‘w ¢, therefore, allowed
hon. members to go on with the discussion,
Inowing that they we 18 breaking the Shmdmw
Ovder which you have just read.

My, GRIMES suid: Mr. Speaker,—Tamrather
surprised that T shonld have been interrupted,
and that your sttention should bave been called
Lo this matter by my hon. friend the member for
Mavyborough. 1 was nob aware that I was
rane: sssing the Standing ulo‘“ 3 11 mylenmtlxs,
and 1 shall endeavour nob todosgo, 1 think we
have been unfortunate in Ieg].sldtmg in this
matter, on the understanding come to at the
conference  that similar measures would be
passed by the other Legislatures throughout Aus-
tralia. If they had done so, we should have been
comparatively safe.  But we have been trusting
to an undevstanding that has turned out a mis-
understanding, and I hope it will be a caution to
us in fuure, to follow ourvwn course and makeour
own laws qmte irrespective of the other colontes,
It hus besu said that we should boycott the
South Australinn pecple, but I think it will
come with a very Lad grace for us to boycott
South Australia, seeing “that we, inthe first in-
stance, were the ones to break through an

uml(‘r,mndm“ in reference to the Defence Bill.
Wo should look very small in endeavouring to

or in any way reflect

boycott South Australia,
that we have been

upon that colony, seeing
guilty of the same conduct.  The Colonial Secre-
tary veferred to this as (»hitruction. I do not
think it was quite fair of him to talk about
obstruction. I am not in the habit of obstruct-
ing; aud when I have anything to say I speak
seriously, and I like it to be taken in a serious
manner. I am not obstructing, as this is
the first time I have had an opportunity
of speaking on the Chinese (uestion, and
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I thought this was a good opportunity of
doing so. I would remind she Colonial Secre etary
that by interjections of that sort he is courting
obstruction, The Colonial Secretary must be
aware, from his own tendency to misehisf and
playfulnem, that when he suggests a thing of
that sort, if there is any pr Ness or inis-
chief in the minds of hon. members on this side
of the House, they ave very likely to ta
matter and follow oub obstruction, Now
not playful nor mischievous in that vesnect, and
I do not wish to prolong the debate in answer to
the invitation the Colonial Sccretary hes given
us. I sincerely trust that, before this Dill leaves
the other Chamnber, some action will be taken to
insert a clause providing for a poll-tax such as is
in the Act we are attempting to repeal.

Mr, BAYERS, inreply, said : Mr. Speaker,—
I amsorry that this discission has taken so long,
but I think a great deal of the discussion has
been caused by some hon. members referring to
the conference held in London, and contrasting
it with the conference held in &;ydmy That
prolonged the discussion, and I am sorry that
matter was brought up, as we were not dealing
with that matter at all, but \v1th the action of
the South Australian Lu»xsl.xm\ e Council.  Some
hon. members on the other side have exprossed
feelings this evening that I rteally believe
are theu‘ true feehn%, and althouch on  a
previous occasion they spoke differently, I
believe they were, to a certain extent, led
away, and so committed the error. 1 do not
wish to say anything against the hon. gentleman
who represcnted this colony ut the conference,
Alt:hough I may not always thmk he i sincere, T
think in this instance he was sincere. T am sorry
that he gave way and did not stand out for whab
he belicved. He helievad in certain things, but,
unfortunately for this eolony, he gave way upon
them. I consider that, after what has fallen
from varvious hon. melnbmw the Ministry will
only be doing what is the wish of this House and
of the country if they take steps to sce that no
danger arises to this colony from the action we
have already taken., T Leg to withdeaw the
motion with the permission of the House.

The SPEAKER : Is it the wish of the House
that this motion be withdrawn?

Hoxourasre MEMBERS : No!

Question put and negatived.

MARSUPIALS DESTRUCTION ACT
CONTINTUATION BILL.
SrcoND READING.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said : Me,

Speaker,—In moving the sceond reading of
this Bill, I desive to_point out the necessity
for its continuance. It musé be borne in mind
that the Act of 1881 was continued in 1843,
and again in 1837; and, unless a Continua-
tion Bill is passed, the operations of the Act
will cease at the end of this session. T do not wish
to take up time in discussing this measuve,
because 1t is only to continue the operations
of an Act which has been sowe time in force in
this colony ; and T think it is clear to hon. mem-
bers who have taken any interest m this subjec

that it has done a great deal of good in the
colony. When I state that since 1891 about
6,000,000 kangaroos have been destroyed--of
course I include wallabies and kangaroo va
well as kangaroos-—when hon, mewbers besr in
mind that that number has been destroyed, it
showsthenecessityforsuchan Actbeing continued.
Had that number remained alive, and continued
to increase as they did some years previously, by
this time the greater part of the colony would
have been overrun with marsupials, and the
land rendered almost valueless for pastoral oceu-
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pation. During the year 1882, 975,927 marsu-
pials were destroyed; in 1883 the number was
1 046,004 ; in 1\54 ‘)oO G155 in 1885, 801,239 ; in
1556, 756,503 ; and in 18 87, 512,759, So that
.,hue has been a «fm(uml diminution in the
number destroyed, which, I believe, Is a good
deal sttributable to the existence of the Mar-
supials Destruction Act.  There are not the
uumbu to ke destroyed that there were some
years ago, and I venture to say that if the opera-
tion of the Act is suspended, 1 a few vears we
should have as wmany as cver in the colony. It
world be a pity to disxcontinne such a good work.
If the Act is renewed now I believe that in ro
long time the mavsupials left in the colony will
be very few indeed, and those few will be easily
kept down.  Another good reason for the con-
tinnasion of the Act is that in the Continuation
Act of 1837, a clanse was ingerted extending
its operations to rabbits, which it was entndy
optional for any marsupial board to adopt.
Some of the boards near the border—DBulloo,
Paroo, Murweh, and Wallambilla—have already
npplio(z to have that provision extended to them.
Notwithstauding all that has been done in the
way of 4‘1yin'r to prevent rabbits from entering
the colony, I vanture to say that it will take very
close and um\ml seratiny by the boards, assisted,
of course, by private cnterprise, to keep down
the number of those now in the colony ; and we
cannos have a more simple means of dealing
whu the pest tmm by extending the opuatlmw
of that Act. The Government have not yeb
had sufficient time to inature their plans with
wd b uO the introduetion of a Rabbit Bill which
deal with the rabbits effectnally.  Duxing
present session theve is not the slightest
ce of the introduction of such a 13ll, which
res great con'idemti(nL In the meantime
this Bill, if passed, will enable the good work
that has boen commenced to be vontinued. The
Bullno Board has levied the highest rate possible
under the Act, which weans, of course, « largs
sulsidy from the Government, and they are
expending nearly the whole of it in the destruc-
tion of whatever rabbits inake their appearance
in that part of the colony, and knowing the
membiers of that board, as I do, I have a
conviction that the money is being well spent.
A few handreds of pounds wisely spent now in
exterminating or keeping down the number of
rabbits in the colony may be the means of saving
the oxpenditure of hundreds of thousands of
pounds in the future. I trust, therefore, there
will be no opposition to the continuation of the
Act.  The destruction of marsupials is an impor-
mnf question, bug still more important, perhaps,
is the destruction of rabbits, and I believe that
by the operstion of this Act the hoards, along the
southern border especially, will be able to don very
good work indced in that direction. I move that
the Lill be read a second time.

Mr. OSULLIVAN said: Mr. Speaker,—I
should like to know whether this marsupial tax
is to be levied on all the districts in the colony—
on the inzide settled districts, or only where
there are warsupials.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL :
applies tu 21 ghe boards in the colony.

Mr. OSULLIVAN @ It is not required in the
inside closely sestled distriess, and has not been
for mzmy yeors,

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : With the
penm» en of the Houwse I will make a short
explanation.  The entive colony has been divided
into marsupial districts, but in many of them the
Act has become inoperative, because they do not
require to raise funds for the destruction of
nldlau])idls. l‘my do not levy the rate because
there 1s no necessity to spend the money, Where

The Act
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there are no marsupials there will be no money
to spend upon them. In short, the Act will be
inoperative wherever there is no necessity for it.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I know that in several
of the closely settled districts there have been no
marsupials for years, As the boavds, if ap-
pointed, have power not to levy a rate when
there is no necessity for it, T shall offer no further
opposition to the Bill. If it had been proposed
tolevy a tax on the inside settled districts, T
should have opposed it. My own idea is that it
ought to apply to the outside districts only.

Mr. MELLOR said : Mr. Speaker,—There is
a little more in the hon. member’s contention
than he seems to think. There are a great many
marsupial boards in the Western districts which
are levying the tax upon every settler who has a
small herd of cattle, and the settlers have no
voice in the expenditure of that taxation. They
must have a certain number of head of cattle
before they can be taxed; and persons are not
eligibleforelectiontotheboardsunlessthey possess
500 head of cattle, and I forget how many sheep,
so that a great many taxpayers who paid thiy
rate are being taxed without representation. I
know that has been a serious complaint in some
parts of the country—that they should be called
upon to pay that tax without having any say in
the matter. Marsupials are not any trouble to
settlers as a rule, bubt they are to squatters
generally. I quite agree with the hon. gentle-
man in charge of the Bill that the Act has done
an immense amount of good in the colony, but T
do not think that it should be operative for ever.
The hon. gentleman said that if it were withdrawn
at the present time the country might become
overrun with marsupials again. I believe the
intention of the late Government was to let the
Act lapse for a time, and then if the necessity
arose by marsupials increasing to any large
extent it could be passed again. It must be
borne in mind that the settlers of the country
pay a large portion of this tax, and as the opera-
tion of the Act is to include the extermination of
rabbits, it will be a greater tax still, I do not
say that it might not be a fair tax if properly
regulated. But T think there must be a time
when there should be finality to the operations of
the Act. I believe it would he better to let it
remain in abeyance in certain districts, It
would not be so bad if the settlers of the country
had a voice in the representation—if they hada
say whether the tax should be put in opsration
or not. That is a matter that T think ought to
be considered in connection with the principle of
the Bill.

Mr. SALKXELD said: Mr. Speaker,—Theve
is another matter to be considered in connection
with this subject, upon which I should like
some information when we get 1into com-
mittee. I understand that marsupial districts
include closely-settled as well as sparsely-
settled country, the small settlers having actu-
ally no voice on the boards; whenever they
were troubled with marsupials they had to
destroy them the best way they could. In many
cases they protected themselves by enclosing
their holdings by paling fences before the Act
came into force, and practically it is now of no
use to them ; but still they ave juined on to some
marsupial district, and are taxed all the ¢ 1
am not prepared to say how far that extend
but I shall ask for Information on the subject in
committee. As far asthe tax itself is concerned,
T Lelieve it has been of very g wis to the
country, and that it would be a mi e to let it
drop altogether. I

1 think wherever there arve
marsupials it ought to be kept up until they are
exterminated.

Mr. MORGAN said : Mr. Speaker,—1 wish
to bring another matter under the notice of the
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Minister. When this marsupial legislation was
first introduced, marsupial skins were practically
of no value whatever—could not be sold—but I
see that now large skins bring as high as £7 10s.
a dozen in the Sydney market.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Only very
large ones.

Ar. MORGAN : T know there are plenty
of men in the conntry districts who are making
otter wages marsupial-hunting than they could
get in any other employment just now.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : On Can-
ning Downs.

3Ir. MORGAN : T am not alluding to Canning
Downs., I know thatin exceptional cases very
high wages were made there. I might tell the
hon. the Colonial Secretary, as the hon, member
for Stanley told him the other day, that one
swallow does not make a summer,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : And one
Canning Downs does not make the country.

Mr. MORGAN : T have said that T am not
referring to Canning Downs at all. T am refer-
ring to facts within my own knowledge. Teould
mention plenty of instances inthe southern portion
of the cnlony, even where marsupials are scarce,
where high "wages are being made by quite a
number of people by killing kangaroos, not for
their scalps but for their skins. I think that
fact ought to be remembered in passing legis-
lation now. The Minister in charge of the bill
has toldusthatduring the last five or six years the
number of scalps paid for has shown a steady
decrease. I believe that is so, on the whole, and
while T cannot say whether this applies to the
whole country, vet I know that in many districts
whereas the scalps of the larger animals show a
steady decrease, the scalps of thesmaller varieties
show 2 steady increase.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: No.

Mr. MORGAN: T know it is so in some
districts, and the conclusion to be adduced from
that is this: That the larger varieties are being
killed off, and the smaller varieties, which are
the chief pest to the smaller settlers, have not
received that attention from scalp hunters in
the past that they are now doing,

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : Therefore
the necessity for this Bill.

Mr. MORGAN : T was just coming to that.
T think the marsupial boards ought to have their
attention directed to that matter—if not by Act
of Parliament, by an expression of opinion from
the Minister that a higher rate per scalp should
be paid for the smaller’ varieties than has been
paid hitherto. The boards have chiefly devoted
their atbention in the past to paying a high rate
for getting the larger varieties exterminated. In
order to do that they bave been paying as much
as 0. for kangaroos, while the average has been
az low as 3d., and 2d. for the smaller kinds,
which are almost as great a pest as kangaroos
and wallaroos,

An HonovnraBLe MEMBER : Much greater.

Mr. MORGAN ¢ Much greater in districts
whers there is serubby country ; but in the open
plains the larger varvieties do more mischief. I
think, too, Mr. Speaker, that since the title of
the Bill has long since becoiie a misnomer, Inas-
mreh os it novw includes dogs and rapblts, we
should go a little further and extend its opera-
tions to bandicoots, which are a very great pest
indeed to small settlers, particularly in heavily-
timbered country or on the edges of scrubs.
Phere has been 1o tax on their scalps hitherto, and
they have increased so largely as to be a great
nuisance, particularly to farmers, and as these
men have to contribute to pay for the destruction
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of kangaroos, which are no trouble to them,
I think they should have a small measure of
protection extended to them, by having the
bandicoot outlawed in the provisions of the Act.

Mr. MURPHY said: Mr, Speaker,—The hon,
gentleman who has just sat down pointed ont
that whereas the nnmber of lirge marsupials
killed wnder the Act was steadily decreasing, the
number of the =maller marsunials killed was
steadily increasing, That showed the ncees-

siby for the Act. The larger kangaroos ave
killed, mo doubt, because their skins have

now a commercial value; but the sking of

the smaller marsupialy, paddamelons, and
wallabies, having no commerecial value, there

is no inducement to kill them, beyond what
is provided by this Act. ¥ we allow this
Act to become extinct, we shall see a state of
things such as has already been seen in this
colony, where large and valuable pastoral dis-
tricts were entirely laid waste, not by the larger
marsupials, but by the wallabies. The value of
the Act to the colony is more in the direction of
the destruction of the smaller marsupials than
of the larger, and for that reason, if for no
other, we should re-enact this measnre. With
regard to the remarks of the hon., member for
Stanley, T may say that though there may
be a distriet where there are no marsupials
included in a marsupial district, it is not neces-
saty that the residents and stockowners should
appoint a board, and if there is no board ap-
pointed, there will be no rate levied under the
Act. Itisan entirely volmtary affair, and need
not be put in force except in a district where
there are marsupials.  There is rome difference
of opinion ammongst pastoralists as to whether it
was wise to bring the rabbits within the Act,
because it might have the effect of inducing the
boards on the border to eutirely neglect the
marsupials, and spend all their money upon the
other pest, which for them had wuch greater
terrors than the marsupials.  Although one of
those who supported the inclusion of rabbits in
the Act, T have now some doubts as to whether
we were wise in doing that; but as it is part of
the Act now, T think it would yerhaps be as
well to leave it as itis. 1 hope, however, the
rabbits will be eliminated @as soon as some
measure is introduced by the Governiment to deal
with them.

Mr. ALLAN said : Mr. Speaker,—I do not
agree with the hon. member for Barcoo that we
should eliminate the rabbits from the Bill, as I
think that one of the best measures which ever
passed this House. It has had a good effcot,
and had we had better seasons lately, its advan-
tage would be more apparent than it is now, T
trust the House will have no hesitation in
continuing this Act. In the district I come
from, a great number of young men occupy
their spare thme in killing kangaroos, and
they do not confine themselves to the larger
marsupi als, but kill all marsupials that they
come across. FThe non. m cr for Warwick
spoke of the necessity of oiv bonwy for fhe
scalps of the bandicoot, he 5 he is mi
taken ; he sheuld )
as they create 2 g
growing crops, f
scalps were higher, it
to the agricuitural ¢
now for kangarco ra

made of the complaint of small settlers, of
having to pay the tax, but it is an insurance
fund for those men, as if those ecutside do not
kill the marsupials they will spread and the
small settlers will suffer from them. I trust the
House will have no hesitation in extending this
Act,
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Mr. CASEY said : Mr. Speaker,—I hope this
Act will be renewed in its present form. One
hon., member has stated that the large kan-
¢aroos have been killed in greater numbers
than the smaller ones, and I find on referring
to a return preparcd by Mr. Gorden, that the
destruction of kangaroos and wallaroos and wal-
labies and paddamelons hasheenas about thesame
ratio forthepast four years ; bust last year thenumn-
bers killed of kangavoos aad wallaroos and of
wallabies and paddamelons had both decreased
very largely as comparved with former yoars, I
wonld much soconer see the larger kangaroos
and wallaroos eliminated from this Act, and
the Act applied only to the desfruction of
the smailer varieties, because there is sufficient
inducement for the destruction of the larger
marsupials in the profit to be derived from the
sale of their skins. In the case of the smaller
and more dangerous animals, whose skins are
utterly valueless, some such inducement as is
provided in this Act is necessary for their de-
struction. I trust the Act will be continued.

Mr. GRIMES said: Mr. Speaker,—I have
always looked upon this Act as class legislation,
because it forces the general public to contribute
for the benefit of a class,  Several times we have
attempted to have included in this Ach other
vermin that ave a nuisance to the agriculturists,
bnt we have not been alle to manage it.  If we
could have done that, the Act would have been
more general and a greater number of people
would have benefited by it. At the present
time e pay something like £12,000 a year out
of the revenue to destroy vermin for the pastora-
lists only.

HoxourasLE MEMBERS : And for farmers.

Mr. GRIMES: They only benefit to a
trifing extent from the expenditure. The
hon. member for Cunningham mentioned the
kangaroo rab as o nuisance to the farmers,
but it was the bandicoot he should have
said ; and though we have fried several times
to get the bandicoot included in the Act
we have not succeeded. We tried more than
once to get the flying-fox included in the
Ack also, but without success, and the duty of
destroying that pest is thrown uponthe divisional
boards, and the fund contributed by the rate-
payers for that purpose is not endowed by the
Government. 1 had hoped the pastoralists
would have been content with the time the Act
has been in force, and the amount of money
that has been contributed by the State for the
destruction of marsupials, and that they would
have allowed the Act to lapse now. I sincerely
hope it will not be extended. It has run long
enough, and it should now be allowed to lapse,
and let each class provide for the destruction of
the pests from which they suffer.

Mr. LITTLE said : Mr. Speaker,—This Bill
provides not only for the destruction of the
langarco, but also of the paddamelon, wallaby,
o0 1ot which are very injurious to
wist, I think there can be no

district represenged by the hon.
v, or he would nob say that the
it to the farmers,

11 e now read a second

Committal of the Bill made an Oxder of the
Day for to-morrow,
PUBLIC WORKS LANDS RESUMPTION
BILL.
COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, the Speaker left the chair, and the
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House went into committee to consider the
amendment made by the Legislative Council in
this Bill,

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
WORKS said that, when the Bill left the
Assembly, it was comph‘m for the pmpme fur
which it was introduced ; hut th“ T
Council had inserted a naw cla
the 34th section of the principal A\d, and pro-
viding that the costs incident o every u: Ditration
should be settled by the avbitrators at the time
of making the award, and that each party should
bear his own costs if the award was less than
£50. He thought that was a wrong principle.
A man was entitled to costs, no mabber what
might be the amount of the claim, if the award
of the arbitrators was in his favour; therefore,
he did not intend to agree to the Mnbndm«_nt
He moved that the (mmtmttee disagree to the
Legislative Couneil’s amendment.

The Hon. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH said he
quite agreed With the motion. He did not see
why, if a man’s property was worth less than
£50, he should not get his eostu, provided he was
awarded as much as he asked for, or more than
was offered.  With regard to the costs being fixed
by the arbitrators at the time of making the
award, that might be impracticable, beeause it
might not be known at the time whether the
party was entiticd to costsor not. The clause in
the principal Act was a trans cu]st ~f an old
¥nglish Act which hmd been in force for many
years, and had worked extremely well, and he
did not sece why it should not be retained.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed, and the CHaImMAN
reported that the C()antte‘e had_disagreed to
the amendment of the Lexislative Council.

On the motion of ‘ho MINISTER FOR
MINES AND WORKS, the report wa 4auopt
and the Bill ordered to bs returned to the Legi
lative Council, with a message inthnating that
the Assembly di sagreed bo ‘cue amendment of the
Legislative Conneil—¢ Beeawe secsion 34 of the
principal Act deals with the question of costs in
a more equitable manner than that proposed by
the Legislative Council’s amendient,”

SUPPLY.
RESUMPTION ©F COMMITTRE,

On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, the Speaker left the \jmm“, and the
House went into committee to further consider
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

DEPARTMENT oF Laxns,
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M. H.
Black) moved that there be granted to Her
Majesty, for the service of the year 1888-9, a sum
not exceeding £9,980 for Secretary for Public
Lands.  Hon. merbers would see that that was
£240 in excess of the vote for lar purposes
last year. The additions were made up of some
small increagses in salary to some of the junior
officers of the department, whose services were

considered to entitle them to inerenses, Theve
were seven of them who received increases

of £20 to £30 a year, none of whom received
more than £I50 a year. It was found, in
order to retain the services of those young
men, who were willing to take positions in
the depmtment at a low rate of wlary, that it
would be necessary to give them a fair amount
of remuneration, otherwise their services would be
lost to the department. The increases amounted
in all to £165, and were compensated, to a
certain extent, by the resignation of one of the
officers who was in receipt of £200 a year, and
whose services were now performed by the junior

[24 OcToBER.]

Supply, 855

clerks in the department. The vacancy caused
by that resignation had not been filled up, nor
was it intended to fill it up, and there was
thus a saving of £35, notwithstanding those small
increases. The contingency vote was increased
by £200, the vote last year for contingencies,
adverti-ing, fuel, and incidentals heing £3,200,
and this year £3,400.

My, MBELLOR said he wished to ask the
Minister for Lands how appointments were made
in the department—whether by inerit or favour,
or what guided the hon. gentleman ? e under-
stood that appointments were made that were
not very encouraging to those who had been a
long time in the office. For instance, not long
since the Land Agent for Brishane resigned, and
a person was appointed to the pesition over the
heads of others. 1t gave great discouragement
to those who had Deen in the office for many
years to find themselves passed over for juniors.
The principle lately established in the Railways
Bill was one that would lead to very good
results in the service. There was no doubt that
competitive examinations tested, to a great
extent, the officer’s ability to fill certain positions,
He was quite certain  the hon, gentleman
would not for a moment see any injustice done,
and would be able to say on what system the
promotions tnok place.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he
understood the hon. gentleman wished to know
the principle on which vacancies were filled up.
The principle that he adopted, and which he
believed every member of the Committee would
admit was the right one, was that of promoting
the junior officers as vacancies occurred, of
course, taking into consideration the special
fitneas of applicants for the position. He cer-
tainly considered that it was only right to
discourage. in every possible way the appoint-
ment, political in many cases, of people outside
the Oivil service whenever vacancies occurred.
With referetce to the appointment which the
hon. member referred to, that of Mr. Watts,
vho took the place of Mr. Shepherd, the
land agent who had resigned, he might mention
that {lemt lmmeJmtdy on his coming into
office that vacancy occurred. The officers “in the
department at that time were, to a certain
wtent, unknown to him, and he had attempted,
as he thought every sensible man would do, to
obtain the best information he possibly could
from the heads of the department, One gentle-
man whom he consulted was Mr. Rule, the Land
Comrmissioner, a gentleman very well known to
every hon. membe r, and a thoroughly straight-
forward honourable man, and he recommended
Iir. Watts as the most suitable man, in his opin-
ion, for the position. He (the Minister for Lands)
acmﬂhnﬁy was very pleased to be able to give
Mr. Watts that promotion, which, as far as he
could ascertain, he was thoroughly entitled to.
There was another gentleman, Mr. Bennett, who
was very highly spo!\en of, and he supposed that

was Lxc o*hvv to whom the hon. member
alluded as having been overlooked. But he

memnbers that both officers
were most highly spokon of, and he should only
be too happy to recognise Mr, Bennett’s merits
in the snie way as Mr. Watts's ability had been
recognised when the opporsunity offered.

conld assure hon.

Mr, COWLEY asked how many years Mr.
Watts had been in the department ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Twelve
years.

Mr. SMITEH said he wished to point out what
he considered to be one of the great faults
in the administration of the Liands Depart-
ment during the last two or three years.
He noticed that the amount set down for
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advertising last year was £2,700, and the  same
sum was prnposed &gmn for the present year.
He thought that not o give the greatest publicity
to land \’IIEn war o serious *mxm]\e The more
they advertised the sales of land the more likely
were they to get competition and high prices
Any man in ]nmno%s who had a m.mnndlt\ of
any description to sell always let the 1>ub|w]m<>w
the fact ; 1f he did nu* the competition would be
restrictod, and prices reduced in proportion. The
public lands of the colony which were to be sold
should be largely advertised, at any rate through-
out the districts in which the lands weve sltuﬁb d.
He hoped, therefore, that the Governiment would
see their way to adv ertise lands more largely in
future.

Mr. GANNON said he was waiting to refer
to that subject until the vote with reference to
sales of land came on for consideration ; hust, as
it had been mentioned now, he might a‘Ly th’nt
having been Government auctioncer for some
years, he knew that the State lost thuuﬂnds and
thousands of pounds through not spending sutfi-
cient money on HdV(‘ItISIHU Hs had had sale
after sale in his anction mmt at which there was
no attendance, and in many others persons only
who were on the look-oub for them attended, and
they gob great bargains. Ho believed that, if
the' Government had advertised tlmu )
perly, they would have g
£20,000 a year. He noticed t in thc Taxt sale
the plewnt Government had avoided that mis-
take and advertised well, and the result was s
splendid sale.

Mr, BARLOW said there was a good deal of
force and truth in the remarks made by the
members for Bowen and Toombul, and the Minis-
ter for Lands would no doubt excuze him for
saying that those land sale advertisements might
bo put in a much clearer form than uhL‘" now
appeared.  No doubt the hon. gentleman’s busi-
ness experience would enable him to dx nf@ them
in a way that would Lo move intelligible to the
publie.

Mr, BUCKLAND said that subject of adver-
tising had been ufcued to each year durving the
last three years. and it had been pointed out how
inadequate was the met hod of advertising land
sales bV the Government. He could confnm
the rvemarks made by the hon. member for
Toombul as to the paucity of atterdance at Gov-
ernment land sales in Brisbane and the low price
obtained for the land, the reason being th%‘r the
sales were not pr opeﬂy advortised. The Gov-
ernment might take a lesson out of the books of
the (mctloneers in that mattee. Tf they did the
returns to the Treasary would in many ca
tenfold. He was very glad to hear that reo
Government land sales had been better adver-
tised.

Mr. GROOM said it was quite correct that
that subject had cropped up three or four times
during the last four years, but he could speak
with much more freedom on it that evening than
he could on previous occesions. The pretent
mode of advertising Crown land sales was intro-
duced by the lat ‘\Imh{(:r,orLzmdr,iur Dutton,
and neither the }ersu't\lun of the Committes
nor the rey itations of private membors
had the ¢ t of altering his 'imm on the subject.
He (3 wwm) conld o tu u‘:uc‘ mmri that u‘ﬂe
(I()\"(_, ﬂn](‘]lu l(l\t (,()ﬂ%‘(l(,; i
reason for the adepti
been recently comnnun
but fair that it should
Commaittee.  No doubs ¢
Lands Department would bear out wlmt he was
going to state, There had besn previously a
very considerable amount of extravagance and
partiality shown in the = dvutlsmy of land
sales by the department, He remembered

o
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one particular case where the proprietor of
a newspaper, published at Allora, acciden-
tally met the then Minister for Lands and
and asked him to advertise Crown land sales in
his paper.  The Winister noty perhaps, thinking
what the pruport of his answer wag, said, © Well

the Tand sales affecting your disbrict you may take
from the Governuent Gazette.” t that time
Large advertissments of land sales were appearing
in the Geuetie, and the proprietor of the paper
went and copled the whole of them, and the
result was that the paper came out with nothing
but Government land sales advertisements,
‘Whether that sort of thing was general or only
isolated he did not know, but the Minister seemed
to think it was general all over the colony, and
the result was that he cut down the advertise-
ments of Crown land sales to a solitavy inch.
He (Mr. Groom) could mention one particular
sale that took place in Toowoomba, last May
twelve months, the proceeds of which amounted
to £6,000, and yet the advertisement of that sale
in the local papers was only an inch in length,
He would ask whether any private gentleman,
disposing of property of the value of £6,000,
would order his agent or anctioneer $o advoertise
in an inch of spac2? That was what was done
in the esse he alluded to, and intending pur-
chasers were referred for particulars to the
Goverzment Gazette, which could only be seen at
the court-house. That was the systemn adopted in
the country districts ; there might be some altera-

tion in Brisbane, but there was none in the
country. There was simply a small inch adver-
tisement announcing that a land sale would

take place, say, at Warwick, on a certain
date—‘‘ for particulars see Government Guazette.”
How many persons saw the Gaette? Iven
magistrates had lately had it taken away from
them 5 so that a person who wished to know any-
thing abont a sale, had to ride perhaps a great
distance to the local court-honze to see it. There
was, therefore, room for improvement in that
direction.  He wished members to understand
that he was not now talking ¢ shop,” though the
matter did affect him a little, but he was speak-
ing in the interest of the pubhc. He had seen
Iosses sustained by the country through the
injudicious mode of advertising he had referred to,
and had mentioned it at the time to the Govern-
ment. With the hon. member for Toombul,
he noticed that a recent land sale, conducted
by Mr. Bell, had been managed better in
that respect.  Whether at the direction of the
Governmnient, or whether it was done by Mr.
Bell himself, he did not know, but the sale was
conducted on commercial principles—it was well
advertised, and put before the public in an
attractive form—and the result was that it was
one of the most successful land sales held in
Brisbane for some years past. He did not
advocate indiseriminate advertising such as
occurred in the particular case he had cited, but
he would point out there was a medium course
which could be taken, whereby the necessary
information could be given to the public without
asking them to look at the Government Gazetle.
Mr. ALLAN said an instance came under his
notice aboust fifteen months ago, when travelling

out West, showing the effect of the system of
advs ng which prevailed, It wasin the town
of 3t. George, the capital of the ehctomte

enteg 1 by the umm;;m Secretary.,  Fle was
n the middle of the strest between
P11 o'clock in the morning, with

b ) M. Mocalister. Mr.
Shand, the clak of pebty ses §, canie up,
and the police magistrate ask ed him where he
had been.  Mr, Shand replied, ““Oh, Ihave had
aland sale.”  They sald, “A land sale?’ and
My, Shand answered, ‘“Yes, a land sale ; I had
seventy allotments to offer,” They asked,

reps
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“'Where?” and he said, ““ At the court-house.”
¢ Did you sell ?” they inquired. ““No,” he said,
“Ihadto call in a policeman to witness that I had
put them up and there was no one present to buy.”
That was an absolute fact. There was no
acvertising there, and he did not believe there
was a (overninent (asette in the town excopt at
the office of the Clerk of Petty Sessions.

Mr. AGNEW said it was a vemarkable fact
that in a district in which land was to be sold,
though there raight be a local paper, the sale was
never advertised.  Some land was thrown open
for selection, and wome offered for sale in his
electorate a short time ago; but it was not
advertised in the local paper there at all. Many
people in the district knew scarcely anything
about it. He hoped the Minister for Lands
would give attention o the matter.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the
matter had already been attended to. Tt was
necessary that the Government should make
their advertisements attractive if they wished
their sales to be successful—just as necessary as
it was for ordinary auctioneers. Iull descrip-
tions of the land to be sold should be inserted in
the advertisements, and, in many cases now, he
allowed the auctioneer to whom a sale was to be
entrusted to suggest the form of such advertise-
ment. In connection with a large sale -which
was going to take place at Cairns, there had
been ample advertising, and when he mentioned
the auctioneer’s name, Mr, RMacnamara, the
Committec might be sure it would be properly
advertized, not only in Queensland, but in New
South Wales and Victoria. The matter occu-
pied his attention as soon as he had had it
brought under his notice, and the Committee
might be certain that he should continue to carry
out the views he had expressed. |

Mr. SMITH said his reason for referring
to the matter was that he did not see any
increase in the vote for advertising, He remem-
bered one instance in Brishane where a gentle-
man was living beside a pieca of land he wanted
to buy ; but it was not advertised in any of the
papers, and he never saw the Government Gazetie,
so the land was sold before he knew anything
about it. The Government lost thousands of
pounds in that way.

Mr. GROOXI said he wished to know when
those new instructions had been given. Within
the last six weeks he had seen Government land
sales on the Darling Downs advertised in the
old way—‘TFor particulars see Government
Fazette.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said instruc-
tions were given by him within one month after
he took office.

Mr. GROOM : They have not been carried
out in all respects.

The MINISTER FOR

they have in some cases.

Mr. HODGKINSON said, when he was
Minister for Mines he had noticed the very small
care there was then exercised by the Lands
Department in putting up land for "sale—land of
a mineral character. Ee had to write xome very
warm letters in regard to some allotinents ordered
to be sold in the centre of Charters Towoers,
wheve great inconvenience had been eoxperienced
already throvgh the alienation of land, The head
of the Geologival Departnient in the North, 3r
Jack, recommended that a large tract of country
in the Cook district should not be alienated, in
consequence of its mineral character; but no
steps had been taken to preserve that, so far as
he was aware, There was always a class of
people who tried to secure the freehold of land
which might become valuable in future, through

LANDS: T know
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contiguity or mineral characteristics. The hon.
gentleman at the head of the department would
find there were good reasons for watchfulness in
that matter, The people he had reforred to were
always anxions to acquire freehold in all gold-
mining townships, for instance ; but he supposed
when an Under Secratary saw a good chance of
obtaining a considerable amonnt of revenue by
dispusing of a picee of land, he did nottrouble him-
self much whether it was of a mineral character
or not. He way speaking from his own expe-
rience within the short tenure of office he had. On
more than one occasion he had to fight most
strenuously against that spirit.

Mr. GANNON said he wished to intimate to
the Minister for Lands that he thought the upset
prices were too high in the cases of some Govern-
ment lands that were offered for sale. If they
were lower there would be a great deal more
competition, and higher prices would be realised,
especially if the advertising were to be on a
larger scale. e was speaking from special
experience in regard to Government land sales.

Mr. MURDPHY said what had been stated by
the hon. member who had just spoken was quite
correct. Many allotinents, especially in country
towns, which had been offered for sale time after
time were not sold for the shnple reason that the
upset prices were a bar to their sale. Ifland had
been offered for a certain time, and wasnot sold,
any person of comwmon sense would reduce the
upset price continually until buyers were found.
Working men would buy allotments were it not
that the upset vrice was practically a bar to their
purchasing them. He was sure if the Minister
for Liands gave his attention to the matter he
would find that in most of the older settled in-
land towns there, were still a ¢reat many allot-
ments lying idle, and wupon which houses might
be built, and & great deal more settlement take
place, if he accepted the hint given by the hon.
mewber for Toombul.

Mr. GLASSEY xaid he did not know whether
he was quite in order in referving to a paragraph
whichappceared in the report of the Lands Depart-
ment of this wvear. The paragraph referred to
the preservation of documents and tmportant
records, and read as follows :—

 Attention is agaiun dirceted to the nevessity fora”

stronw-room for keeping books and recor &, were
a fire to ocsur {4 not unconnon thing in Brishane), a
very heavy loss to the Government nigit, and endless
trouble, delays, and complications would eertainly be
the result.”
He mentioned the matter because there was con-
siderable uneasiness in the minds of certain
persons in regard to it. He hoped the Minister
would give his attention to it.

Mr. ADAMS said he had to confirm the
statement made by the hon. member for Toombul.
The upset price of land was put too high, and
people would not bid at the zales.  In one case the
upset price had been fixed at £20 an acre, while
land all round was obtainable at £5 per acre; and
no one had bid at that sale. If Crown lands were
put up at an excessive price few people went to
the sales, and the consequence had been that
those who had money and went, had bought the
pick of the allotments. It had been the halit of
the Min fer Lands to talee the opinion of his
haps he was right in doing so.
et prices wers fair and reasonable,
more peaple wounld bid, and t] sirit of com-
petition belng keener, the lan oul
1 . As toadvertising
man had svated that the scheme was going to be
extended, so he would say nothing on that sub-
ject.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said that with
regard to the remarks of the hon, member for
Bundanba about a strong room, steps were being

per
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taken in order to remedy the defect. The
danger would be very great in the event of a
fire breaking out in the Lands Office, and the
damage to the whole colony would be almost
incalculable.

Mr, MORGAN said the Minister for Lands
had told the Committes that there were sme ten
or twelve increases for junior clerks. e would
11.!;0 to ask how many of these clerks roceiving
rises were in places outside Drishane.

The MINISTER I'OR DS sald that
vote referred to the Lands e in Brishane,
and there were seven increases in the departnient
in Brisbane of £30 each. There were two other
increases which they would come to later.

Mr. G. H., JONER said that, with the hon.
member for Cunningham, he would impress upon
the Minister for Lands the desire in country dis-
triets to have auctioneers appointed where prac-
ticable to conduct the land sales. He was con-
fident such a step would pay well.

Mr. MACFARLANTE said he wished to ask
the Minister for Lands whether he had taken the
advertising under his own care? Last year, it
would be remersbered, the late Colonial Secretary
under the last Government bad heen badgered a
good deal abeut his advertising, and ultfmately
it had been found $hat he had really had no control
over it, but had delegated that power to someone
else, and no one knew exactly how the advertise-
ments got into the papers, It was alse a well-
known fact then, if not now, that a great
number of advertisements had been inserted in
papers havinga verysmalleciveulation. Hethought
that the good of the country should be studied
rather than parties, and if one paper had  larger
cireulation than another, that paper was entitled
to have at least a sharve of the advertisements.
He hoped the Minister for Lands would take
that matter into consideration, and advertise in
the very best mediums, independent altogsther
of parties. He simply threw that out as a hint.
He was not & newspaper man, nor was he coz
nected with any paper, but he thought it was
only fair, independent alteeether of parties, that
the best mediums for advertising should be used
by the Government just as commercial men did,

Question put and passed

LAND BOARD.

The MINISTER I'OR LANDS moved that
the sum of £1,090 be granted for the Land Board.
The only increase on that vote over that of last
year was in the salary of P. W. Shannon—from
£125 to £150.

Question put and passed.

DIVISION OF RUNS.

The MINITER FOR LANDS moved, with
the permission of the Committee, that the sum of
£3,000, instead of £4,000 as stated in the Hsti-
mates, be granted for the division of runs. In
connection with that vote he might state that, the
work being nearly completed, it wounld not be
necessary to have so many dividing cominis-
sioners.

Mr. GROOM asked which of the dividing
commiissioners’ services were to be dispensed
with? Thers had alveady appeared in the press
an intimation as to whom one of those gentlemen
was to be, and, perhaps, the hon, member would
inform them what other commissioner he was
going to dispense with,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said Mr.
Golden was one. That gentleman had already
finished his work, and he had received notice
that his services would not be required; and
Mr. Commissioner Gibson had also received
notice that his services would not be we
quired after the end of the year. Those were
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the two, and that left Mr. Palmer and Mr.
Harrison, whose services would be required in
dividing the runs in Norvth and South Ken-
nedy, all the other runs in the scheduled dis-
tricts of the colony having been already divided.
Those two would be retuined. It hud always
been understood that the great expense incurrvd
in connection with the division of runs should
only last as long as the yuns were being divided ;
and, as hon, members would understand, the work
was nearly completed, and therefore their ser-
vicer could not be retained any longer.
uestion put and passed.

SALE OI'" LAND.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved that
the sum of £10,431 be granted for the sale of land,
There were some small increases in the vote, and
a net increase of £140 on the whole amount voted
last year. Theve was a clerk to assist at Cairns,
£46; a land commissioner and land agent at
Normanton, £50; a clerk at Townsville, £40; a
clerk at Bowen, £25; a messenger and clerk at
Rockhampton, £25; a clerk at Toowoomba, £25.
There was a decrease of £400 in preparation of
desds of grant, and an increase of £200 for allow-
ances and incidental expenses. He ought to
state to the Committec that it was not Mr.
Gibson but M Harrison who had received
notice that his service as dividing commissioner
would be no longer required.

The Hox, A, RUTLEDGE asked on what
principle the services of those dividing commis-
sioners were dispensed with? Was it at the
arbitrary selection of the Minister, or because
they had finished their own particular work ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said those
two commissioners happened to have finished
their work, while the two commizsioners who
were retained had not finished their work in the
districts where they were employed.

Mr. HODGKINSON said he would point out
to the Minister for Liands that near Normanton
there were two areasof land very well adapted for
settlement, They were almost the only lands in
that district fit for the purpose. To throw them
open for =cttlement would do a very great deal
of gond in the district, especially as there would
soon he extensive railway communication.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he should
be very glad to receive any suggestion from the
hon. member, who must be quite familiar with
the country there. The Government had already
talen steps to throw land open for scttlement
near Normanton, -and they had received a great
deal of information on the subject from the
commissioner, who was nowin Briskane.

Mr. MORGAN asked how many officers in the
service of the Lands Department, in Brisbane,
had received increases of salary, and how many
elsewhere throughout the colony ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied that
he had alveady mentioned seven in Brisbane, and
in addition there was a clerk in the pastoral
occupation branch, andthe Government botanist,
which would come on in a later vote. Outside
Brisbane there was an increase at Rockhampton,
at Toowoomnbs, and at Normanton. He was
very sorry the funds at the disposal of the
CGrovernment were not sufliciently large to give a
great many more inereases, Some of the olficers
of the department were receiving little more
than a bare pittance. The amount was ridica-
lously small in many instances. The only
increases he had been able to recommend were
to young men who were really not receiving
sufficient to enable them to live decently.

Mr., MORGAN said he had no doubt that
everyone of the increases recommended by the
Minister were deserved; but there seemed a
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tendency to bestow the increases only on those
who were very near the Minister’s elbow. That
was the natural result of the opportunities those
young men had of communicating with the
Minister, or through the under sccretaries,
and  prossi 1 VWhen an officer

ing their claims.
in the back blocks applied for an inerease of
salary, he was offictally informed that the
finances would not allow 1% to he granted :
but a young man nearer the DMinister's
elbow, went to the officer next in command
above him, and he went to his innmediate
supsrior, and so on until it gradually reached the
Minister, and such a pressing claim was formu-
lated, that the old stereotyped excuse about the
finances not permitting the increase, which was
applied to the country man, did not hold good in
the case of the city man. They had got out of the
Minister that in Brisbane alone there were nine
increases, and throughout the ress of the colony
there were only three. He did not know
whether that state of things prevailed in all the
other departments ; he hoped it did not, but he
would endeavour to find out as each estimate
went through, He knew it was not intended to
do injustice to officers in the outside districts.
He was sure the young men in Brishane were
entitled to the increases, and he only brought
the matter forward in justice to country officers.

Mr. POWERS said he should like an assn-
rance from the Minister for Lands that the reduc-
tion in the vote for preparation of deeds of
grant from £1,850 to £850 did not mean that
people residing in the country were going to be
kept out of their deeds for a long time, as

ad been the case previously. Te believed
there was not & country member who had no
cause of complaint, on behalf of hix constituents,
that deeds were not received as quickly as they
thought they should be. He knew there were a
great number of deeds passing through the office,
and also that there had been some improvement
lately in the time taken in getting them through,
but still he thought country members wounld
like to be assured that the reduction he had
mentioned did not mean that as some officers
were going to be dispensed with, that greater

delay  wounld take place in getting ~decds
through., He also wished to draw the atten-

tion of the Minister for Lands to a wrong
that he thought might be righted by making
the land commissioners receive applications in
the districts where the applicants resided, so far
as was possible.  The Land Commissioner at
Gympie went down to Maryborough at con-
venient seasons to receive applications there,
bécause he was commissioner f%r both districts.
He (Mr. Powers) referred to his own district,
because it was the one with which he was best
acquainted, and he wished to point out that
when a commissioner had railway communicsa-
tion at his disposal, he might go a little
further when important cases occurred. His
reason for mentioning the matter was this:

When some land was thrown open in the
Isis scrub lately there were three times

the number of applicants that there wer

selections, and wmany of these men had to go to
Bundaberg to put in their appl ne, Dor the
one man residl in Bundal e wanted to
pub in an application, thir orty might have
to go there in order that their applications might
be reccived.  Thon, if thirty-six men applied
i twenty-four
in addition to which
they had to suffer 1 of tiine and expenses.
He thought the commissioners should go, not
only to important centres where there was rail-
way communication, but that they should also
try and meet the convenience of settlers by going
to the districts in which they resided, so that they
might not lose time in lodging their applications,

for only twelve pieces of land,

must be disappointe
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The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS said, with
regard to the reduction of the item for the
preparation of deeds of grant, the reason
why he had asked for £050 instead of £1,350
was that only £789 2¢, 9d. was spent last
year. The hon. gentieman was quite right in
saying that more expedition was tsed now
than  previcusly in issuing desds of grant,
and he thought that still moere expedition
would be brought about. With regard to swhat
the hon. gentloman had stated respecting the
Land Comnissioner at Gympie going to Mary-
berough to hold courts, he was very glad his
attention bad been called to it. He did not see
any reason why that practice should be perpetu-
ated. They paid the land agent at Maryhorough
£300 a year, and he mizht as well be called
“Land Commissioner” and hold his own court,
leaving the Comumissioner at Gymple to hold
his, The matter would receive proyer attention,

The Hox. A, RUTLEDGE said he bhad
scen by the newspapers that a young man,
employed in the Lands Department at Rock-
hampton, had pleaded guilty to a charge of
embezzling a large amount of money, and when
sentenced, he stated, in extenuation of bis crime,
that he had been in receipt of only £100 a year,
and the temptation had overmastered him. Ie
should like to know whether the attention of the
Minister had been divected to that case, and
0 to the nccesoity for making provision by
which officers who had large amounts of money
passing through their hinds should not receive
such a salary that they would be tempted to
supplewent their income by embezzling public
money, or to so arrange that officers who had
such small salaries should not have the manipula-
tion of larze swins of money. The systems by
which underpaid youny men had the control of
large sums of money, by which they were tempted
to embezzle the Government funds, was a very
bad one.

The MINISTER I"OR LANDS said the
young man referred to was not really a clerk,
but a messenger in the office, and he was one of
those who was receiving pay altogether too small
for them to expect cffictent performance of
duty. Instead of £100, he was receiving only
£65 per year, and it appearcd that the
commissioner had certainly allowed him lati-
tude which should not have been allowed to a
young fellow in that position. Hence the defi-
ciency in the funds. He found that the remu-
neration paid was so small for such an officer in
a place Iike Rockhampton that he had increased
it on the Hstimates to £20, especially as he had
good accounts as to the way in which the officer
referred to was doing his duty. But before that
young man was enabled to reap the benefit of the
increase he committed the offence mentioned,
but the inerease would be available for the new
messenger or clerk who would be appointed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said perhaps
he might be allowed to say « few words about
that case. It was quitetruet he anfortunate
young mwan referred to had committed the crime

I o guite correct, a+ had been
stor {ov Lands, that he was in
Iy ¢ a week, that large
suins of money passed through his hands, that
he was tewpted and foll, by taking certain
money belonging to the State.  There was this,

ever, to be considered: that he admitted
me, and was now paying the penalty.
He was only newly-married, and about twenty-
two years of age. In the meantime, he (the
Colonial Secretary) had recommended his ease
for the consideration of the Government, to see
whether he might not be allowed to get the
benefit of the Cifenders” Probation Act, which,
he thought, would be a very properthing in such
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acase. He did not think any blame could be
attached to Mr. Young, because he had to be
away from his office on official business,
and had no other assistant but that youth,
at the low salary stated. He thought that
case showed the necessity of - strengthening
the hands of officers av such important places as
Rockhampton by giving thewn higher-paid ass
ants than the poor young lad in question. Ile
was very glad the matter had been brought
before the Committes, because he felt very sorry
indeed for the young fellow, who, as the homn.
member for Charters Towers had stated, was
tempted, and the temptation overmastered him.
Hoewever, as he had stated, he had in view
recommending that he should be liberated under
the Offenders” Probation Act.

S
HoxouraBLE Munmsers : Hear, hear !

Mr. ARCHER said he was very glad to hear
what had fallen from the Colonial Secretary,
because he had known that young lad as a very
civil and obliging young fellow ; and it was cer-
tainly a great cub to those who knew him to find
that he had done wrong at all. The very fact of
his admitting his fault, and not trying to defend
himself—-

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : He gave
himself into custody.

Mr. ARCHER said that that fact showed that
his was one of those cases in which leniency
shoul'd be shown, and that lad should be allowed
his liberty under the Aect veferred to by the
Colonial Secretary. He was not one of those
who pitied men who did such things, but he did
think that if that young man svas allowed out
under the Offenders’ Probation Act he would
probably live to become an honest and honour-
able citizen, He was well-known and generally
respected in Rockhampton, and those who knesw
him were very sorry to learn that he had com-
mitted o mistake.

Mr. ANNTAR said he understood the Minister
for Lands to say that it was not his intention to
let Mr. Board, the Land Agent at Gympie, go
down to Maryborough, That was a great
mistake, as Mr. Board, in going to Mary-
borough, went as an arbitrator Dbetween the
land agent there and the people. The Land
Agent in Maryborough, he thought, should go
to places like Tiaro and the Isis Scrub. Days
should be named on which persons requiring
land could put in their applications, and be in
attendance, and the land agent could be there, as
he could goby railway toall those places, Theyall
knew that there was often friction hetween a
land agent and the selectors of his district, and
if Alr. Board was allowed to go to Maryborough,
he would go as a coneiliatory person, and could
do the business of the office connected with the
granting of certificates and the holding of land
courts, and he was admittedly a valuable officor
of the department.

Mr. BARLOW said the same principle might
be very well applied in some of the districts
around Ipswich, where selectors were sometimes
put to considerable inconvenience and delay.
Such a system would be a very good thing for
that district wheire railway communication was
5o general. Te was excoedingly glad to hear the
remarks of the Colonial Secretary about the case
of that unfortanate younz man at Rocichampton.
He had been much distressed on reading the
report of the ease, and finding that, owing to the
very small salary that young man had heen
receiving, he had been led into trouble. The
case alxo_confirmed what he had previously said
in that House as to the advantage of the Offen-
ders’ Probation Act,
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The Hon W.PATTISON said he was very
pleased that thelate Attorney-Generalhad brought
that case before the Committee. He knew the
young man Vize from his childhood, and had
lknown his parents before they were married.
He could confirm all that had been said by his
hon. colleague in the representation of Rock-
hampton, Mr. Avcher., He hlamed the foolish
policy of the late Minister for Lands for the
state of affairs existing in the lands office at
Rockhampton. At all events, since that gentle-
man took office, My, Young had to his know-
ledge, time after time, brought the wants of the
offica before the notice of the department.
Mer. Young had actually been without adraftsman
for some years, and had to do the whole of the
work himself. e (Mr, Pattison) knew of hisown
knowledge that the plans in the Rockhampton
land office, prepared many years ago under the

868 Land Act, werenow almost wornout, and the
Lands Office in Brisbane had refused, or atall
events had failed, to send up a draftsman to
prepare fresh ones. In addition to failing to
give Mr. Young sufficient assistance, the late
Minister for Tands had saddled him with
the duty of travelling to Clermont to do the land
office work there, and there was no one to do the
work in the Rockhampton offics, in his absence,
bus that boy Vize, who was receiving the paltry
sum of £65 per annum., Was not that temptation
enough to have led him astray ? e thought the
Minister was to blame for such work having to
be done by that boy, During the absence of Mr.
Young he had to do all the work of the office,
and he was the receiver of all the March rents,
and sums of money exceeding £10,000 went
through his hands during the last week in
the month of XMarch., Then the lad, who
was newly married, was tempted by some
pressing want, and took money which did
not belong to him. It might be said that
officers in the employment of the State had
no right to get married until their salaries
reached a certain amount; but for all that he
blamed, not only the late Ministry, but the
present Ministry, for neglecting to send up
an officer to fulfil the duties of that office
during the absence of Mr. Young. e had
presented a petition to the Colonial Secretary,
signed by the mayor and leading residents
of Rockhampton, in connection with the case of
voung Vize, and he was very glad to hear the
Colonial Seeretary say that he intended to recom-
mend that the provisions of the Offenders’ Pro-
bation Act should be extended to Vize.  If that
were done it woulq give great satisfaction to the
inhabitants of Rockhampton, where the lad was
well known, and was now rcceiving the deep
sympathy of almost every member of the com-
munity.

The Xox, A, RUTLEDGE said he was
exceedingly pleased to hear the Colonial Secre-
tary state that that case was under his considera-
tion, and that the result would probably be
that the provisions of the Offenders’ Probation
Act would be extended to that unfortunate lad.
He was sure thatin his case there had reallyalmost
been an offence committed by those whohad placed
him in the position of temptation in which he was.
While he did not coneur in what the hon, mewn-
ber for Rockhampton had said in regard to the
culpability of the late Alintster for Lands in
connection with the case, still he thought it
showed how Ministers were placed n an
awlkward posgition when required to malke suffi
cient provision for the public service and the
due administration of the departments, and, at
the same time, practice the most rigid economy.
When they incurred the expense necessary for
the efficient working of the departments, they
were cried out against from one end of the
country to the other by their political opponents
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for extravagance. It was quite possible that
that cry could be overdone, and the case be-
fore them was an example of it. The late
Minister for Lands was not any more to
blame than the present Minister, or any pre-
ceding Minister; it was the system that was
wrong. He had been under the impression that
Vize was getting a salary of €100 a year, and
be was astounded to find that he was only getting
25s. a week, He thought that the provision
made for his successor was not nearly enough ;
and that some arrangement should be made by
which his successor should be placed beyond the
temptation to supplement his income in the way
Vize had done.  The system was wrong, and
should be remedied so that they might have no
repetition of that kind of offence.

Mr. GROOM said that the srguments adduced
with reference to the young man at Rock-
hampton might also be applied to the office
at Toowoomba. There was a clerk in that office
getting £40 a year, and the Minister for Lauds
proposed now to give him £75. When Mr.
Warner was abseatonhis duties as Land Commis-
sioner that young man would be in charge ; and
he would ask whether £75 a year was sufficient
fora clerk who had occasionally to take charge of
an important office like that at Toowoomba?
The previous officer, Mr. Davidson, reccived
£150 per year, but he had received twelve
months’ leave of absence, and had also dis-
appeared from the Estimates. What that meant
he did not know. The present clerk had to do
the same work as an offcer who previously
received £150 a year. In the month of March
about £8,000 or £10,000 had to pass through his
hands, and it was really placing temptation in his
way toexpect him to do the work for £75 a year.
The hon. member for .Rockhampton, My, Patti-
son, had alluded to the maps in the Lands
Office at Rockhampten; and what the hon.
member said applied equally to the maps in the
Toowoomba office.  He could assure the Com-
mittec that when gentlemen from the other
colonies had called on him for information
with regard to taking up land, and he had
taken them to the Land Office at Toowoomba,
he felt ashamed to show them the dirty
smoky maps, which had been in use since the
year 1. There were nonew maps showing the
tand thrown open for selection, and therc was
very little information at all to be got in theoffice
with regard to selection. There was nob even
one of the books recently published, copies of
which had been sent to ¥ingland., If copies were
sent to the country districts they would be just
as valuable as in England, because they would
enable the people of Queensland, as well as people
from the other colonies, to obtain information
about land open to selection.  As he said before,
Toowoomba was in the same position as Roclk-
hampton with regard to maps, and he hoped the
Minister for Tands would sce that complete sebs
of maps were supplied to the offices theve.

Mr. BUCKLAND said that the remarks which
had been made with regard to the abssnce of
waps and information as to land open for selec-
tion applied also to the Tand Office in Brisbane.
He knew that a gentleman from the old
country, who was anxions to get land for
agricuitural purposes, had been twice or three
times to the Land Office in Brishane, but had
not yet been able to get the latest Acts or any
information at all. The information that should
be supplied ad Libitum to new arrivals had to be
dragged out of the officials. - With regard to the
itemn ““ Commission on sales at auction,” he
wished to know whether that covered commis-
sions for land sold at auction thronghout the
colony, and what was the rate of commission
lpaig to Government auctioneers for sales of
and.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS said that the
clerk referred to by the hon. member for Too-
woomba, Mr, Groom, did not have to receive
the rents. He understood the hon. member to
say that receiving the rents was a great tempta-
tion to the clerk at Toownomba, but the rents
were received by the Land Commissioner.

Mr. GROOM : Who receives them when the
Land Commissioner is away ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he
assumed that the clerk in question was a likely
lzil, whose parents were glad to get him into the
‘office, and who was prepared to advance gradually
as opporbunity offered. e could not of his
own knowledge say whether he was underpaid or
overpaid. If he was seventeen, eighteen, or
nineteen years of age, and aspired to the Civil
service—which he never would advise any young
man to do—perhaps he was quite satisfied
with £75 a year. He had received no complaint
on the subject ; and he dared say that the young
man would be very glad to hear that he was to
get an increase from £40 to £75 a year. With
regard to the difficulty of obtaining maps and
information generally in the Land Ottice at Dris-
bane, if the bon. member for Bulimba went
into that office now he would ses a radical
change. It was becoming quite o popular place
of resort. Hon. members would hardly expect
it, but the place was becoming quite a land
exchange ; and he had taken great pains to make
the place popular, and afford all the information
any stranger might require. Anyone desiring
information would be shown all the lands in the
colony open to selection, whether as grazing
farms, agricultural farms, village settlement
areas, pastoral land, or areas held under oceupn-
tion license, and could imwmediately obtain
all the information he desired. And having
decided upon what part of the colony ke would
like to settle in, he would be shown maps by the
officer in charge, who also did his Lest to render
the place as popular as possible and give all the
information required by the public. e believed
that no Minister was ever move anxious to meet
the wishes of the public than his predecessor;
but he could see at once those things that were
requisite, and being in Brishane, he first effected a
reform there. And he (Mr. Black) hoped before
long to be able to effect the sune reform, and
give the public the same advantages in the
country land offices as in Brishane. All he
asked for was reasonable time to do what was
necessary.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said Toowoomba bhad
always been very fortunate in having so able an
advocate to represent it as the hon, member, Mr.
Groom, but all the complaints he had made
about the Tiand Office there could be applied with
greater force to Ipswich. The hon, member
grambled at the pay of a clerk being inerecased
from £40 to £75 a year, but the unfortunate clerk
at Ipswich recelved not 1s ncrcase.  Besides,
there were two land offices in the Ipswich
district, one at Stanley and one at Ipswich, and
he did not sce anything down for a clerk to the
Esk commissioner, The commissioners in other
places had a clerk, but that officer had to do all
the work himself. [t was not quite certain that ali
promotions in the department were awarded on
merit,  There was very Jittle competition in the
Civil service, and the sooner such 2 system was
introduced the better. He wished to point out
that the land agent at Ipswich had bern there
for twenty years, no complaint had ever heen
made againsthim, and yethis salary wasonly £300.
Mr. Cameron was one of the ablest men in the
whole colony, and his salary had not been
increased for thivteen or fourteen years. With
regard to the handling of money, the young men
spoken of, although they were not supposed to
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handle the money, had the run of drawers and
offices, and it was a great mistake to allow a lad,
recetving only £40 a year, to handle so much
money.

My, MACFARLANT said he could confirin
the houn. member for Stanley in his statement
about the Ipswich Tand Office, Thoe Minister for
Lands wmust be aware that there was scarealy
any land office in the colony that got through so
much work -with the same number of hands.
There were three cler A chief clerk, or land
agent, st £300, one at £100, and one at £40.
Now, the lad receiving £46 had Laen there over
two years, and the salary was very smell indeed.
It was really not sufficient to keep him in
clothing and boots, and the amount of work done
would warrant a greater amount of money being
given to those clerks.  He noticed that the
Gympie land agent received £325, and he had
not as much woik to do as the Ipswich land
agent. The Minister for Lands would do well
$o look into thoss matbers, and pay all the clerks
according o the amount of work they had to do.
He thought the Ipswich officers were deserving
of increases, .

Mr. BARLOW said he was happy to confirm
the remarks made by his hon. colleagne and the
member for Stanley swith reference 3o the land
agent at Ipswich, and it had heen a matter of
surprise to himn that such an able officer had not
received promotion to some other and more
important position, where his great abilities would
be of undoubted assistance to the country.
He was certainly one of the most able men in the
Lands Department, and his office was a wodel of
neatness and syster.

Mr. BUCKLAND said he was glad to hear
that o great improvement had taken place in the
department, so fay as the map room was con-
cerned, and the method of giving information to
the people, Lecause he knew for a fact that a
considerable number of agricalturists  were
leaving Great Britain for Queensland ; and when
people had taken the trouble and gone to the
expense of coming such a distance thoy should
receive all available information. Hé would
remind the hon, gentleman that he had not
replied to his question in reference to the vote
of £200 for commission on sales of land.

The MINISTER ¥OR TLANDS suid the
practice hitherto had bicen to give the clerks of
petty sessions or land agents who conducted the
sales, £3 3s. foreach wale.  Where lund had been
sold by auetion, the commission was 4 per cent,

. M. SMYTH said the comparison made by the
member for Ipswich, Mr. Macfarlane, between
the clerks in the Tpswich and Gympie offices was
net fair, considering that in the Ipswich office
the work was done by a boy, and in Gympie by
a man.

Mr. OSULLIVAN : It is done by a man in
Tpswich.

My, SMYTH sid the amount put down for
the clerl at Tpswich was £40. At Gymple, the
work was done by Mr. Cole, who took the place
of the land agent. The land agent had con-
stantly to go away and visit other portions of the
district, and bir. Cole, who received £150, had to
do the work.  He certainly thought that sum
was not sufficient,

Mr, GANNON said, following up the remarks
with refercuce to the plan office, he had had a
great deal to do with the office, and alwavs found
£ in the hands of a specially cfiiciont ofticer, A
long ime before he became a member of artia-
ment he had a good deal to do with Mr. James,
and found that he was able to give information
in reference to lands in all parts of the colony.
He fancied that the person referred to by the
member for Bulimba must have got into the
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wrong office, because he was certain that Mr,
James would have given all the information that
was required,

Mr. BUCKLAND said he was not referring
so much to the way in which the maps were
exhibited as to the absence of information con-
cerning the Land Act and its amendments. He
had had to give the gentleman he referved to all
the details he required in his own office.

Mr. ANNEAR said the hon. member for
Gympie did not catch thoronghly what the hon.
member for Ipswich said about the position in
which the land office at Ipswich was in. The
officer at Gympie, who received £150 a year,
did the work that was paid for at Maryborough.

Ipswich, and Rockhampton at the rate of £300 a
year. At Ipswich they had aland agent at £300,

He believed that Mr. Rule received £400—in all
L8060,
Mr., O’SULLIVAN: He is the commissioner.

Mr. ANNEAR said Mr. Rule was the com-
missioner, but he went to Ipswich and held
courts” and granted \certificates. That which
cost in other places £300 a year was done in
Gympie for £150. Now, he was not in the
habit of speaking very much, but when he
put a question to a Minister, he should
get an aunswer. He had asked whether Mr,
Board was to go to Maryborough' or not?
The adinission made by the Minister for Lands
with reference to the system of promotion in the
Lands Department was an unfortunate one, and
it was to be hoped that it did not apply to other
departments of the public service. The hon.
gentlemian stated that in appointing a successor
to Mr. Shepherd he consulted My, Rule. He
(3r. Annear) thought thap if he had been in the
position of the Minister he would have consulted
some oilicer who had been longer in the service
than Mr, Rule. They had heard, and he
believed there was some truth in the statement,
that it teok BMr, Rule all his tine to carry out
the duties of his own office.  Why was not the
Under Secretary of the department consulted in
a question of promotion, or the Surveyor-
Yeneral, or the chief clerk? The hon. gentle-
man  also ststed that now was the only time
that persons could get any information in
the Lands office ; that the arrangements there
had been very imperfect until within the Iast
month or two, but now they were perfect. He
(Mr, Annear) had gone to the Lands office
scores of times to make inquiries for his con-
stituents, and other persons, and he could
suy that he had always met with the greatest
courtesy, and received prompt and rveliable
information, and from no one did he receive
greater courtesy or more prompt information
than from a gentleman who was now in the
gallery, Mr. Heeney. He hoped the Minister
would reconsider his determination not to allow
Mr., Commissioner Board to visit Maryborough
to hold courts there, because if that decision were
carried ont there would be very little land
selected in Maryvborough. There was any amount
of gond land in the district, but there was a good
deal of trouble in getting inforination at the office
in Maryhorough. No one had had more trouble
than he had in getting information there. He
would not say that the information was denicd,
but it was given in such o way as to he of very
little benefit to the applicant.

The Hox Sm 8. W. GRIFFITH said on
that vote—which was headed ““Sale of land,” but
which onght to be ealled ¢ Selection of land,”
because those officers were almost entively con-
cerned in selection—he thought it was usual to
ask for information as to the progress of selection.
They had seen the annual report of the Under
Secretary for the last year, and he was sure it
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would be interesting to the Committee and the
public to know what was the rate of selection at
the present time, and since the last report was
laid on the table of the House. Another thing
he would like to know something about, was the
subject of village settlement. He wassorry that
his hon. fi 1, Mr. Jordan, was not there that
evening. That hon. member did not understand
that the land Estimates would come on that day,
or he would have been glad to Lie present,
although his health was 00t very good. He {Sir
S, W, Gt fith) would like to know something
about those two matters—the progress of
selection, and the progress of village settlement,

My, HYNE said he did not exactly agree
with what had fallen from his colleague, M.
Annear. He was afraid the hon, member had
cast aspersions on the Land Agent at T»Luy-
borough which were undeserved.

Mr. ANNEAR :
him.

Mr. HYNE said the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber could be construed in that way. The hon.
member remarked that if &y, Board ceased to
visit Maryborough theve would be very little
land selected. The fact was thab if Mr. Hudson,
theland agent, hadafault, it wasover-zealin giving
information. That gentleman was a most ]).’Lil
taking man, and :ﬂwavs ready to give informa-
tion to applicants, He (Mr. Hyne) was afraid
that the remarks of his colleague were rather
derogatory to Mr. Hudson.

Mr. ANNEAR said he cast no aspersion
whatever on My, Hudson.  But he did say that
that gentlemnsn had a very abrupt manner,
‘When he was last in Ma aryborough he had to go
several times tothe office of the land agent with the
late l\hnhtex for Londs. When Mr. Jordan lof
the office he said to him (Mr. Annear), ** Well,
I i not surprised that there is not a great deal
of Lusiness done in the land office at AMary-
borough, (%Iconalder Mr. Hudson’s conduct very
abrupt indeed.”

Mr. MELLOR said, with reference to the
suggestion made by thel\on member for Burrum,
that the commissioner should be allowed to go
further out into the (,Luntly districts and acce; ot
applications there, he thought the idea was a
very good one. For instance, one part of the
Isis Scrub distriet belonged to Bundaberg, and
another to 1 ’\l%ryborouﬁh, and it was sonmtnnes
very ditlicult for applicants in that district to
know which place *hﬂy belonged to, It wouldbe a
very much better planif a conrbeould be rappoit ted
to sit at such places as the Isis Scrub, Tiaro,
and other places throughout the distriet. Ttwould
facilitate the selection of land, and be a great
assistance and saving of expense to selectors.
There was another suggestion he would offer, and
that was that land commissioners should have
power to desl with selections taken up in another
district. T'or instance, there was a good deal of

selection going on in the hﬂﬂwll"() district by
l‘t,al(lents in the Gympie district, and they had to
go all the way to Nanango to make applics ations,
and to appear there again on the day thei

names were called. The ]umnq ing to and flo
in such casos caused considerable expense and
Iows of time. His suggestion was that they
showid allow commissioners to receive textimony
in reference to the fulfilment of conditions and
other matters in the district where the people
lived. That would save the loss of wuch time
and render uunecessary a great deal of travel-
ling. A good deal of frritasion was sometimes
caused by the Land Commissioners opposing a
proceeding of that nature. e made an appli-
cation himself on one occassion to the \Ilms-
ter for Lands to allow an cexamination to
take place in his distriet with regard to a
selection in the Nanango district, and he

I cast no asporsions on
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knew that the land agent at Nanango resented
it, and gave all the i ouble he 1)o~.swly could.
He knew that people living in the Logan district
had asked permission to have their business done

with the commissioner at Gympie, and it had
been granted, As he had sald before, it would
savean imniense amount of trouble and annoyance
to selectors if those little matters could be dealt
with in the way suggested.

Mr. POWERS said he did not intend to give
bon. members to understand that there was any
desire on the part of anyone that Mr. Board
should discontinue his visits to Maryborough.
The whole distriet was so satisfied with the way
in which matters were conducted by Mr. Board
that they wished the present state of affairs to be
continued. He had simply suggested that the
system should be carried one step further, and
that the commissioner should not only visit
Maryborough, but also the Isis Scrub and Tiaro,
80 as to recelve applications. He would also
peint out that if Mr. Hudson were appointed
commissioner at Maryhorough, that would be
another office.  The office was worked from
Gympie at present because that was a central
point, and there was no nccessity for a com-
missioner at Maryborough, because the work
could not be better carried on than it was at
present.

Mr. ISAMBERT said more facilities should
be given to intending sclectors. Selectors en-
countered great dithic wlties and hardships in the
matters aliuded to by previous speakers. 'There
was a case ab present in his hands where a large
number of Rosewood settlers went up to
Toowoomba to select land under the village
settiement scheme at Crow’s Nes«t. They had
to go to the expense of getting up to
Toowoomba and spending some time there,
and then fell into the hands of a surveyor named
Hassall.  Bach man paid £1, supposing that it
was part of the money that had to Le paid for
the land; but they were clearly defrauded of
that amount, They had asked him to obtain
some redress ; but he had told them there was no
redress, although he would bring the matter
under the notice of the Minister. He thought
the Minister should issue instructions to the
land agents to make out applications if the
persons could not do it themsalves. Some
better arrangement should be made by which
people in any locality could go $o the nearest
land court and select land in such places where
they intended to go in for village settlement,

The MINISTE FOR LANDS said heshould
be very glad to giveinformation as to the progress

of village settlement  and selection, and no
PR A sembers. U b
doubt 1t would interest hon, members. p to

the presént time there had heen § village
settlements surveyed and thrown open to selec-
tion, containing 253 portions of land in the azgre-
gate, and of that number only 64 portions had
been selected. in the Drishane district there
was one settlement st Ninderry, where theve

vere 19 })OltIOn 5, and uhe whole 19 were a3 pplied
for, and one at Connondale, where them Were
23 portum s, and only 2 applied for, In the Bun-
daberg district there was one at Cordalba, where
there were 28 portions, and 23 applied for.  In the
Grymple district there was one 1t, Tuchekoi, where
there were 14 povtions and 12 applied for. Inthe
Taglewood district there was one settlement at
Koorangarra where there were 38 portions and
notone applied for, and one at South Koorangarra,

where there were 33 portions and only 8 applied
fur. In the Muackay district, there was one af
St Helens, where there were 38 portions and
not a single one applied for; and one ab
Murrinda where theve were 27 portions and
not one applied for., In the Nanango dis-
trict, there was one at Taabinga, where there
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were 28 portions and 5 applied for. The
actual cost of the survey of thess amounted
to £1,453, and the total vents received amounted
to 70 Ss. 6., and the survey fees, which wore
paid in five yearly instalments, to €68 195 6d.
So that the total amount of receipts was
£139 8., against an expenditure for the survey
of land of £1,452, He was not making any
cotmments, but merely giving hon. members a
plain statement of the facts. It appoared to him
that in certain . districts, where those village
settlements were near centres of population, so
that farmers could get a market for their produce,
they were lilkely to be successful 3 but in districts
where none of them had been surveyed, away
from any settlement, and where it was expected
that a selector would be able to malke a living
out of eighty acres, which was the maximumn,
of in many cases, indiffercnt land, it was cruel
to the men to attempt to induce them to go on
the land, and it was hopeless to think that any
good result would acerue. Those were the village
sottlements which had been already thrown open
for selection. The principle was receiving a
thorough and fair trial, and he wes determined
that the steps taken by his predecessor, who was
moxt sapguine as to the success of the scheme,
should not in any way be thwarted by any
action of his. Wherever initiatory proceed-
ings were taken and surveys made, the system
was being carried on, and the land would be
thrown open yradually for seleetion by the publie.
There were certainly one or two which, to his
own knowledge, could only result in failure, as
they were sitnated in parts of the country where
there was no chance of expecting settlement on a
small scale to snccced for many years to come.
Now, at Port Douglas there was a village settle-
ment which he finagined would go off very well—
the village of Buluma. That would be opencd
for selestion on the 5th of Nevember, At Ronma
there was a village settlement—sa village called
Cogurra. There were sixty farms there and only
five had been applied for Vear Toowoomba
there was the village of Ravensbourne, and he
believed that also would be n success, because it
had the advantages which he considered neces-
sary to make it a success. There was goed land,
and it was within reasonable distance of a market,
and a large population was already settled in the
vicinity.

Mr. GROOM : It was never advertised except
in the Government Gazette. People know nothing
about it.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS said there
were to be eighty farms, and the land wonld be
thrown open on the 5th of November, Xven if
they had never been advertised at all, the land
would be applied for two or three times over, At
Bount Britton, near Nebo, a villzge settlement,
called Dullaurunna, wounld be thrown open on the
5th of November also. There would be eleven
farms there, but he was afraid it was not very
lilely to Dbe a success. Then, in addition to
those, the Committee would understand that they
had one at Blackall. That had been surveyed.
There was one at Gympie called Brooyar, two
at Herberton, one of which was likely to be
selected—Allumbakh. , ’

Mr. MURPHY : There is one at Barcaldine.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS =aid there
was one near HMackay, at Cape Hillshorough,
another at Herberton, which was not likely to
be taken up, and which he had advised that no
further steps should Dbe faken in connection
with, as it was not very far from one of the other
village scttlements, and no one had ever applied
for a single one of the selections.  Some of that
land had been open for selection for years at
25, 6d. an acre, and no one would ever tuke
up any of it, although they could get 160 acres
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and upwards. There was one at Maryborough
called Teebar, one at Port Douglas, and onc at
Roma. In addition to those there was a number
of other places where the late Minister for
Lands had placed on record his desire to have
village settlements—one at 3lackall, one at Too-
woomba, four at Bundaberg, another at Cairns,
three at Gymple, one at Herberton, three at
Maryborough, one at Port Douglas, and three at
Roma, and with regard to all those it was his
intention, as soon as he saw that there was any
chance of getting people under that system on
the land, and any expectation of success, to pro-
ceed with the scheme instituted by his prede-
cessor in the department, and in which he knew
many hon. members sincerely believed. The total
amount up to the present time spent in survey
was £4,658, while they had only got back £139 8s.

The Hoxn. Siz 8. W. GRIFFITH : It is too
SOV,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the
Committee must understand that they could not
carry on a large department unless they got some
revenue, and they were not getting it from that
scheme, although he hoped they were getting
settlement. He had placed the real facts of the
case before hon. members, and they could sce
that in many cascs settlement was not taking
place, If some of those sites had been wmore
Judiciously selected, a great saving would have
accrued to the country.

The Hox, Siz 8. W, GRIFFITH : What
about general selection ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said that he
conld not give the hon. gentleman the exact areas
that were being selected, except up to the end
of last June, which wquld be found in the
returns of the department. Grazing settlement
had proceeded very satisfactorily. Grazing farms,
whenever they had been proclaimed, were applied
for at once ; and he considered that that portion
of the Act was giving general satisfaction.
Agricultural settlement was not proceeding as
rapidly a5 he should wish, but that was probably
on account of the very bad seasons, and thealmost
hopelessness of the selector being able to get any
reasonablereturn withinareasonabletime. Home-
stead selection, on the contrary, was proceeding
very satisfactorily indeed. Infact, the bulk of the
selection taking place was in the direction of
what they might call homestead farms andgrazing
farms ; but the selection was mnot proceeding
very rapidly with regurd to what were known as
agricultural farms—that was farms at higher
prices than the homestead selections,

Mr. MURPHY #aid that he wonld like to
point out to the Minister for Lands that to make
some of those village settlements asuccess it would
be well worth while if the department advised
the Hydraulic Engineer’s Department to start
some scheme of obtaining a water supply, and
ascertain if some scheme of irrigation could not be
devised by which the people could be induced to
select the lands surveyed for those village settle-
ments. ¥or instance, in the neighbourhood of some
of the Western towns, if they were to grow veyge-
tables by white labour instead of by the Chinese
as at present it would be necessary for the Gov-
crnment to see if they could not provide some
means of irrigation by which the people selecting
those farms could get water for the purpose of
growing crops sutficient to supply the demand in
their neighbourhood. Of course all the vege-
tables were grown now by irrigation, but that
was only done on a limited scale by the Chinese
getting on to some large waterhole and using the
water, but they went no further than growing
vegetables. 1f aproperirrigation scheme, such ag
abore,were putdown in theneighbourhood of those
village settlements, all the maize and wheat and
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grain of all kinds required for food, and for horse
feed in the Western portion of the colony, could
be locally produced, and they might by that
means make the scheme of village settlement a
success ; but, unless some assistance were given
by the Govermment in that way, the scheme
would fail. He hoped the Lands Department
would work with the Hydranlic Engineer’s
Department in any scheme for-irrigation that
they could devise, Of course the hon.
gentleman pointed to the fact that o great
deal of money had been spentin the surveys,
and very little revenue had acerued to the Lands
Department from that ; and, aithough he had not
exactly said so, yet he could tell from the hon.
gentleman’s tone that he was inclined to think in
consequence that the village settlement scheme
had been a failure.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. Ihave

nothing to complain of.

Mr., MURPHY said the hon, gentleman had
said that, but he did not think it, judging
from his tone, and he (Mr. Murphy) was inclined
to think, from his very cool tones, that the
scheme was not likely to be a success. e
did not think that village settlement was a
kind of settlement from which the Lands Depart-
ment should expect agreat deal of revenue, The
object was to get farming communities settled in
close proximity to each other, where they might
have schools and other necessaries of civilised
life within reach. Kspecially in the western
portion of the colony the children of salectors
had to grow up almost uneducated. A village
settlement would enable those who composed it
to work for one another’s benefit; they would
form a compact, instead of a scattered com-
munity, If the Lands Department would try to
work with the Hydraulic Engineer’s Department
in preparing some scheme of water supply, by
boring on the site of those village settlements, it
would do a great deal towards promoting close
settlement in the colony.

Mr. GROOM said he could not allow the
debate on that subject to close without saying
how exceedingly glad he was—and he believed
the entire Committee shared his sentiments—to
hear the statement which the Minister for Lands
had made with regard to the progress of settle-
ment. It was very gratifying, more especially
in view of the very bad season the colony was
going through, Men who had bheen in the
colony fifty years had assured him that they
had pever known a season so severe as the
present, and they looked forward with dread
to what would happen unless a change came
soon: It was useless to expect people to take up
farming land until that change did take place;
they would not do so in such a dreadful season
as the colony was now suffering under. He was
pleased to hear that village settlement had pro-
gressed in the way stated by the hon. gentleman.
It was a perfectly new departure as far as
Queensland was concerned, and it had not been
attempted in any of the other colonies. Where
village settlements had been formed in the neigh-
bourhood of towns, or where there was a market
easily accessible by railway, a good many sclec-
tions had been taken up. He was particularly
interestedinthe Ravenshournesettlement,and was
pleased tohearthat there werealready eighty farms
open for selection, People were anxiously waiting
for that land to be thrown open, and he believed
he was right in saying there would be at least 200
applications lodged for it. He knew of eight or
ten Lincoln farmers with their families who had
been waiting for the last ten months, and as soon as
the Jand was thrown open they would be among
the people who would endeavour to settle dewn
there. With regard to the £4,000 spent on
surveys, it counted as nothing compared with
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the settlement of people on the land; and
if the return in the shape of revenue was
small, it should be remembered that the more
people were settled on the land the greater
would be the consumption of dutiable articles
imported through the Custom-house. In view
of the present deplorable season the colony might
congratulate itself on the fact that settlement
was progressing so steadily and so satisfactorily ;
and the fizures given by the hon. gentleman
would be read with great satisfaction throughout
the colony. He was pleased, also, to hear that
the Minister for Lands was going to follow in
the footsteps of his predecessor, Mr. Jordan, as
far as village settlements and grazing farms were
congerned.  If the hon. gentleman did so, he
believed that next session he would have as
gratifying a story totell as he had told them that
evening.

Mr. ISAMBERT said that as the instigator of
the village settlement scheme, he naturally took
a lively interest in its progress, and he could
assure the Committee that the statement of the
Minister for Lands that the scheme was to have
a fair trial had given him great satisfaction—that
it was not to be interrupted owing to the change
in the heads of the department. If only proper
care was taken in selecting suitable land, not too
far away from centres of population, there could
not be the least doubt that it would be a success.
He would suggest that in more distant places,
where the land was suitable, although there was
no likelihood of settlement at present, the Gov-
ernment should reserve that land for village
settlement. They need not go to the expense of
surveying it ; it would be enough for the present
to reserve it, until in the course of a few years it
was wanted, as it certainly would be, for village
settlement.

Mr., ANNEAR said he had to congratulate
the hon, member for Barcoo. They had always
been led to believe that that hon. member was a
¢ pure merino,” and now they found that he was
possessed with a desire to settle people on the
lands of the colony.

Mr, MURPHY : So I have always been.

Mr. ANNEAR said the hon. member did not
bear that reputation, and he was glad to find that
they had heen mistaken in him. They had been
told that the hon. member was the most pro-
nounced squatter in the colony, and now it
appeared that he possessed the most liberal ideas,
The Minister for Lands was under a misappre-
hension with regard to a question pubt to him
by the hon. member for Burrum. The hon,
gentleman said he should take the hint, and
mtimated that for the future Mr. B()a'rd,
the commissioner for the Wide Bay district,
would not go to Maryborough for his court.
He took it to be so. The hon. members for
Gympie and himself had referred to it, but it
seemed that the hon. gentleman was not inclined
to extend any courtesy to members on that side
of the Committee, and especially to the members
for Wide Bay, Giympie, and Maryborough. He
certainly thought that, in the interests of his
(Mr. Anncar’s) constituents, and of a good many
others living in that district, the Minister, after
what he had heard from the hon. member for
Burrum, would state whether it was his intention
to reconsider the determination he had arrived
at in that matter a short time ago.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the
hon. gentleman was under a misapprehension in
saying that he had arrived at any determination
at all. What he had said was that it appeared
to be an anomaly that while they had a land
agent at Maryborough receiving £300 a year he
was not able to hold a land court. First of all,
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it was pointed out that great inconvenience was
caused by the commissioner having to go from
Gympie to Maryborough, and it struck him
that, if such were the case, it would be worth
inquiring into the matter, to see whether
the land agent at Maryborough could not
be called ‘‘commissioner,” and hold courts thera.
He had arrived at no decision, but simply
said he would inquire into the matter. e was
going to make himself acquainted as far as pos-
sible with the duties of officers away from
Brisbane, and any information the hon, member
could give him would be received with thanks,
and would receive consideration. Tt could not
be expected that he should know exactly what
was the best course to be adopted in all cases,
and he was astonished at the hon, gentleman
stating that he had refused to extend to him the
courtesy to which he was entitled.

Mr. ANNEAR : T always speak what T think,
you know,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he did
not know what courtesy the hon. gentleman
expected. He had always endeavoured to be as
courteous to him as possible, and if he had
wounded his self-esteem or self-respect in any
way he was very sorry for it.

Question put and passed.

BAILIFFS AND RANGERS OF CROWN LANDS,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS, in moving
£5,010, salaries and travelling expenses of bailiffs
and rangers of Crown lands, said there was a
reduction of £1,050 on the vote of last year,
brought about by leaving out the salaries of five
rangers whose services would not be required
after the end of the year, and £50 less for
incidental expenses.

Mr. MELLOR asked if the hon. gentleman
could give the names of the rangers whose ser-
vices were to be dispensed with, and also
whether it was intended to give them other
employment in the department ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said it had
not been decided yet whose services would be dis-
pensed with. The royalty on timber would either
have to be collected up to the end of the year, or
else the rangers would have to see that new
licenses were taken out by those cutting timber.
‘With reference to the five rangers whose services
would be dispensed with, one had died, that
reduced the number to four, ¥For one of those four
employment would probably be found in the
Lands office in Brisbane, and he hoped that by
the end of the year, they would be able to find
employment for the others. At all events they
had a right to the first vacancies that occurred in
the department.

Mr. HYNE said he thought}that might be a
convenient time to discuss the new timber regu-
lations. He would like to know whether they

were to look upon the regulations as issued as
final.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the regu-
lations had been gazetted, and the hon. gentle-
man would have plenty of opportunities of dis-
cussing them in the usnal way.

Question put and passed.

SURVEY OF ROADS.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS, in moving

£1,825—salariesand contingencies—for the survey
of roads, said the Estimate was in every way
identical with that of last year.

Question put and passed.
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PASTORAL OCCUPATION.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS, in moving

£7,436—salariesand contingencies—in connection
with pastoral occupation, said the amount showed
a decrease of £2,386 on last year’s Jistimate.
There was an increase of £14 to the messenger, a
decrease of £100 in the salary of the officer in
charge, and a reduction of £300 in the case of a
draftsman whose services were no longer re-
quired. The vote for survey of runs was reduced
by £2,000, the department having assured him
that £4,000 would be ample for that purpose.

The Hown. A. RUTLEDGE asked the hon.
gentleman why the salary of the officer in charge
had been reduced by £100? Was he a new officer
to whom it was not considered desirable to give
the original salary at the start?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the officer
referred to had previously received £300 and
was promoted to his present position with an
increase of £100.

Question put and passed.

SURVEY OF LAND.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS, in moving
£37,700—salaries and contingencies—survey of
land, said there was a decrease of £26 on the
vote of last year.

Mr. MORGAN said he had intended to raise
the question of the suspension of Mr. Surveyor
Steele on that vote, but he would take another
opportunity of introducing the matter, and he
hoped a discussion would take place upon it
later on. He would like to ask the Minister for
Lands about some new system in connection
with surveys, which had come into vogue in the
last year or two, and by which selectors taking
up land, and having paid the survey fee demanded
at the time of application, were subsequently re-
quired to pay an additional survey fee? That
was a matter which was causing a great deal of
dissatisfaction at present. It might be capable
of easy explanation, but the selectors did not
understand it, and that rather increased the
grievance they felt. One or two instances occur-
ring in his own district had been brought under
his notice. In one case a selector was required
to lodge with his application a survey fee
of £14 11s,, and when he received his confir-
mation papers he was required to pay an extra
sarvey fee of £3 1ls. 11d., making a total
of £18 2s. 11d.  Previously selectors had
only the one demand made upon them for
survey fees, and they had not been apprised
of any change in the arrangements. The first
intimation the majority of them got was an
endorsement for extra survey fees upon their
confirmation papers, amounting in some cases to
a very considerable amount. In another case a
man was called upon to pay a considerable
increase upon the amount originally demanded.
He was called upon to pay, in the first instance, as
much for the survey of hisblock of land as selec-
tors formerly paid, and then he was called upon to
pay an additional fee, although, as amatter of
fact, there were only two lines requiring to be
surveyed on that selection, as there were selec-
tions on either side of it, the lines of which had
been run. In counection with that matter he
might also state that some selectors had not only
to pay the additional survey fee, but they found
an endorsement like this on their confirma-
tion papers: “Residue of rent, 4s. 11d.” How
did that arise? What was the extra rent for?
The selectors were always told at the time they
made their applications what their annual rent
would be, and although the extra amount
demanded was but a very small item it was
not understood by the people. Those were
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grievances which were rankling in the breasts of
many selectors, and that was a favourable oppor-
tunity for the Minister to make some statement
which would prove satisfactory or allay a good
deal of doubt that had arisen.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said there
was no doubt that complaints were frequently
made by selectors that the amounts they were
called upon to pay for surveys were in excess of
what they were stated to be when' they lodged their
applications, He had made inquiries from the
Surveyor-General on the subject, and he was
assured they were charged only the actual cost of
the survey. No doubt the systemn wassomewhat
misleading to the selector, but he was not at
present prepared to say how it could beremedied,
unless by charging a very much higher survey fee
in the first instance. Then, again, the cost of
surveys varied very much in different districts,
and it varied again where a surveyor had
to go out to make a few and compara-
tively isolated surveys, as in such cases the
cost of survey would necessarily be more than
where a large number of selections could be
surveyed at once. So far as he had been able to
ascertain, the selectors were only charged the
actual cost of the survey. With regard to the
other matter mentioned, of 4s. 11d. for extra
rent, he had not heard of that before, and could
only assume that there was a small area beyond
that surveyed included in the selection and
a proportionate rent was charged for it. If the
hon. member would bring his memo. to the
office he would make inquiries into the matter.

Mr. BARLOW said there was one matter in
connection with the survey branch that had been
brought under his notice. He was not at liberty
to give particulars, but the substance of the
complaint was that there were delays in paying
the surveyors, and, further, when a considerable
amount of money appeared to have been made
in a short time by pushing on the work, deduc-
tions were made and were carried out in a some-
what arbitrary manner. He was not prepared to
make any charge or find any fault, but no doubt
the hon. gentleman in charge of the departinent
would give the matter consideration, and see if
such a state of things did exist.

Mr. MORGAN said that with regard to the
statement that the selectors were not called upon
to pay more than the actual cost of survey, that
might be true, but he would ask the Minister
for Lands if it was mnot possible that some
scheme could be devised by which the selector,
when making his application, could pay at
once and for all the actual cost of survey ?
That had been done up to within the last year or
two. In the case of a small selector going to the
Lands office and being told he would have to pay
so much for survey fees, he made provision for
that amount, but then an unexpected demand
was made upon him for perhaps one-half of the
original fee, and for that he made no provision.
‘With regard to surveyors having to survey
isolated selections, he could not see why a
selector, having selected 610 acres, should have
to pay perhaps double as much for his survey
as one who went to the district a year or two
before him. He dil not know whether it was
possible to average the survey charges, as, if
it was, it ought to be done. Then there were
special charges for scrub land and country
of that kind, by which a man who took up a very
inferior block of land to that taken up by his
neighbour might have to pay a much higher fee
for his survey. If it was possible to arrange an
average rate, and to provide that the payment
on application should discharge all liability for
surveys, it should be done.

Mr. ADAMS said that during the past year
he had received several letters complaining
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about the matter brought forward by the hon.
‘member for Warwick, but he had never been
able to get any satisfactory explanation. The
44th section of the Land Act of 1884 contained
the following provision :—

1. The Governorin Council, on the recommenda-

tion of the board, may suspend the operation of so mueh
of the last preceding section as requires the land to be
actually surveyed and marked on the ground before it
is proclaiined open for selection, and may require the
Surveyor-General to divide the lind into lots, and to
indicate the position of such lots on proper maps or
plans ;
¥ “2. The land may thereupon bhe proclaimed open
for selection in the same manner as if it had been sur-
veyed, and the delineation of the Iots on the maps or
plans shall be deemed to be a survey thereof, and the
lots shall be deemed to be surveyed lots for the pur-
poses of this part of the Act.”
Nearly the whole of the district he represented
had been surveyed in that manner; and when a
selector chose a piece of land, he had to get a
surveyor to ascertain whether he had selected on
one or on four lots. On one or two occasions it
had been found by the surveyors that the land
taken up included a corner, and belonged to four
different selections. Therefore it was impossible
for a poor man to select land in that manner. It
wasactually timelost and paper destroyed inmark-
ing out the land in that way ; and considering
that it lay with the Governor in Council whether
they would allow that mode of survey or not, he
thought it would be wise on the part of the
Minister for Lands to see that no more land was
surveyed in that way.

Mr. ALLAN said he quite endorsed what had
been said by the hon. member for Warwick, and
he trusted that the Minister for Lands would,
during the recess, arrange that the selector
should know exactly what he had to pay for the
survey of his land. If it was necessary to
make it a larger sum, let it be made larger; but
after a certain price had been named, and the
selector had taken up the land bond fide on the
understanding thathe would only have to pay that
sum, it was not right to tell him afterwards that
he would have to pay so much more, especially as
the selector had to work his hardest to make both
ends meet at his start. Being in an agricultural
district, those matters came constantly before
him, and he hoped they would be rectified—he
knew the Minister for Lands was anxious to
rectify them—as soon as possible. It would be
better, instead of charging too little at first and
then asking for more, to charge a little too much
at first and return the difference to the selector
when the cost of the survey was ascertained.
That would be much more satisfactory.

Mr, GLASSEY said he noticed that thirty-two
surveyors’ labourers received £2,240, or about
£70 a year each, and three stone-grinders and
labourers in the lithographic branch received
£250, or £83 Gs. 8d. a year each. Ifthoselabourers
were full-grown men the pay they received was
very small,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the
surveyors’ labourers were mnot permanently
employed. There were four attached to each
camp, and their wages were 6s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. a

ay.

Mr. GLASSEY : Do they get rations as well ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said they did
not; but they were paid for every day in the
month, including Sundays, as long as their ser-
vices were required.

Mr., GLASSEY said that 5s. 6d. a day for
a full-grown man seemed a very swmall amount;
and even 6s. 6d. a day for men leading rather
a rough life was a very small sum. They had
heard a great deal—and he agreed to a large
extent with what had been said—about clerks
receiving small salaries ; but there were very
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few comments with respect to the wages paid to
ordinary labourers. He thought that men who
had o do rough heavy work were entitled to
more than 5s. Gd. or 6s. 6d. a day, and he hoped
the Minister would take the matter into his
serious consideration and increase the amount.
If no increase were given to those men, and he
happened to be there next year, he would table a
motion for increasing the salaries, not only of
those labourers, but also of labourers in every
department of the Government service where
labourers were employed.

Question put and passed,

TRIGONOMETRICAL SURVEY.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved that
there be granted to Her Majesty, for the service
of the year 18889, a sum not exceeding £2,500 for
Trigonometrical Survey, It was contemplated to
proceed more vigorously with the work, and
the £1,000 hitherto voted would be insutficient.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved that
there be granted to Her Majesty, for the service
of the year 18838-9, a sum not cxceeding £2,430
forthe Department of Agriculture. There was
an inerease of £330 on the previous year’s vote.
The clerk, Mr. Scriven, was previously paid
£250 from contingencies, and it was thought
more satisfactory to the House to let it be known
exactly what the salaries were. He did not
believe in contingencies being voted to cover
salaries which Parliament knew nothing about.
Another clerk who received £30 from contin-
gencies was now also placed on the Estimates,
and an addition had been made to the salary of
the Government Botanist—Mr. Bailey—an’ in-
crease which he was sure hon. members would
approve of.

Mr. HODGKINSON said he was glad the
hon. gentleman intended to have no salaries
included in contingencies in the future, but he
noticed that, although they had been withdrawn,
the contingency vote was not reduced, There
was asum of £1,000 voted last year, and a
similar amount was asked for now.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS said that was
quite correct. The vote was practically increased
by £300, but the necessities of the department
had also increased. A very large expenditure
was being incurred by the introduction of seeds
and plants, which he hoped would prove of very
great economic value to the colony.  Anxious as
he was to be economical, still, he hoped in the
future to be able very much to increase that vote.
He wished, as much as possible, to forward the
interests of agriculture 5 and he hoped especially
to be able to introduce something into the North
that would take the place of that agricultural
industry, which, he was sorry to say, was
threatened with extinction—-the sugar industry.
The landsthere were suitable for many othertropi-
cal productions, and it was not only in the direc-
tion of agriculture in the North that he hoped
to be able to encourage, but in the South
also. He was in correspondence on the sub-
ject now, and hoped to be able to give
effect before very long to a project adopted
with great success in Victoria, of having travel-
ling dairies to teach the farmers who were
in a position to turn their farms to account by
the manufacture of butter, cheese, and hams, the
best and most profitable way of doing it. He
was sure the Committee would be only too
glad to see the vote increased if he could show
that those results had accrued from his project
which he believed would accrue.

. Mr. GROOM said the late Government were
in communication with the American Govern-
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ment with a view to importing a professor of
agriculture, and six months’salary was voted last
year. The correspondence had been laid on the
table by the hon. gentleman, and he would like
to know whether he had received any further
reply, and whether it was the intention of the
Government to have a professor of agriculture,
and whether the department would be left under.
the supervision of the Under Secretary. Heen-
dorsed what the ‘hon. gentleman had said with
regard to travelling dairies. He did not believe
there was any branch of agriculture where
so much instruction was needed. Hen. mem-
bers had described 'some butter manufactured in
Queensland as being little more than sour cream,
and if a good system of manufacturing butter
could be communicated to the farmers, he was
perfectly sure the result would be very satisfac-
tory. He thought they ought to make an effort
in the direction of obtaining a professor of agri-
culture. They had already gentlemen in the
mining districts who gave information on mining
generally, and it was equally necessary that
there should be a lecturer in connection with
agricultural pursuits. Butthe mere importation
of machinery would be nothing if they had not
a practical man to explain the whole details.
Mr. Dow, the Minister for Agriculture in
Victoria, was an eminently practical man, he had
travelled all over the United States, and was
conversant with all the improvements introduced,
and not only had he given instructions for the
farmers to be taught the art of making butter,
but also that they should receive instruction as to
the selection of cows and the method of feeding
them, So that it was absolutely necessary that
someone should be employed as a practical
man if the department was to be carried on in
a vigorous way. He was sure that if the
Minister for Lands asked for increased expendi-
ture, it would be cheerfully granted for the pur-
pose of forwarding the agricultural interests. He
would like to know whether any information had
been obtained with respect to the selection of a
professor of agriculture. The letter written by
the late Premier indicated the duties that that
gentleman was expected to perform, and the
salary was to have been £700 a year. Was it the
intention of the Government to carry out that
idea? .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said no
further information had been received from
‘Washington in connection with the matter, It
was contemplated at first to continue the vote
for a professor of agriculture, but considering
the chances of that gentleman coming from
America, it had been discontinued. No satbis-
factory reply had beenreceived, and he considered
it just as well to dispense with the vote; but if
the gentleman should arrive he would be
utilised immediately, and, if necessary, his
salary would be placed on the Supplementary
Estimates, because the House had already
affirmed the desire to have a professor of agricul-
ture if a competent man could be obtained.
The previous Government decided that they
would endeavour to get one from the United
States of America. He quite agreed that it was
most desirable to get an efficient man, but the
matter was one surrounded with some difficulty,
owing to the great difference in the systems of
agriculture required for the various parts of the
colony. A man might be a good tropical agri-
culturist, and might not succeed if he came to
the southern part of the colony, and wice versd.
It was doubtful whether, even in America, they
would get one man competent to deal with the
whole colony. He was rather inclined to think
that they would require more than one instruc-
tor. He hoped the time was not very far
distant when they would have an agricultural
college, very likely two, one in the southern
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part of the colony, and one in the North.
It tock some little time to mature a depart-
ment of agriculture, and although he wished
to give effect to the wishes of the Committee
on the subject, he had not yet had time
to do so. They were establishing two test
stations or State nurseries in the North, The
Under Secretary for Agriculture had taken a
great deal of trouble in introducing and arrang-
ing for the introduction of a great variety of
seeds and plants of economic value. He hoped
they would also be able soon to give effect to the
travelling dairy system, and get competent men
to teach farmers how to cure hams and bacon,
and such things as that. The Department of
Agriculture was still in its initiatory stage andhad
not yet assumed any very great importance, but
it was hoped that in the course of time it would
develop and become worthy of a colony such as
Queensland, which embraced an enormous extent
of agricultural land. All they required was to
ascertain the best purpose to which it could be
put.

Mr. ALLAN said one thing that would be of
great use to agriculturists here would be the
establishment of an agricultural farm. A :model
farm had been tried in the colony already, but it
had been pus in a most outlandish place, in the
middle of a serub, where the soil was utterly
unsuitable for agriculture. It was situated at a
place called Yuelbah, between Dalby and Roma,
a locality where no one in the world would ever
think of growing anything. What they wanted
was to have an agricultural farm started on real
good soil, right in the middle of a district where
agriculturists were now settled—say, some-
where on the Darling Downs, or at Allora or
Warwick, Hedid not care where it was situated,
so long as it was on good soil and in a farming
district. They might have threc or four such
farms—one, say, on the Darling Downs, another
in West Moreton, and another at Bundaberg. The
best-paying thing they could have in the country
was something by which they could find out
how to feed themselves and their stock. If they
had half-a-dozen agricultural farms such as he
suggested, they would all pay, and would suc-
ceed far better than establishing experimental
farms in country where agriculture had not been
tried, as in the case of the model farm to which
he had alluded, which was simply a failure and
flasco, The farms should be in the hands of
experienced, sensible, clear-headed, practical
men, who would be able to teach the farmers in
the district how best to utilise their land, how to
profitably use irrigration, and how to learn
what was best for the soil.  The Committes were
doing their best by a protectionist tariff to
encourage the people of the colony to provide
what produce was required, without having to
send out of thecolony forit, and he believed that if
agricultural farmswere formed as he suggested, in
the middle of good farming districts, they would
repay their cost tenfold.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said he wanted to know
who was at the head of that branch depart-
ment? Was the Under Secretary the teacher of
agriculture ?

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS said the
Under Secretary for Agriculture was Mr. Peter
MecLean.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said he knew that before.
‘What he asked was whether the Under Secre-
tary was the teacher. The hon. gentleman had
stated that they wanted a man who knew a
great deal, and could teach farmers how to make
cheese and butter. Did the hon. gentleman
know whether Mr. Mclean was a practical
man? Mr. McLean never grew a cabbage.
That appointment was the biggest farce imagin-
able. It was such a farce that he would recom-
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mend the Minister to send Mr. McLean to the
planet Mars, where it was stated, in a para-
graph in one of the local papers recently,
that a great deal of irrigation was going
on. It was only something like 36,000,000
miles away. Mr. McLean had been a failure in
every position in which he had been placed,
and was a perfectly ignorant and uneducated
man, yet he was getting a salary of £500 a year,
and £300 a year allowance in lieu of travelling
expenses and forage. DMr. McLean had a very
big farmm of his own, but could never grow a
cabbage on it. Why should an establishment
like the Department of Agrienlture be created to
find a salary for a loafer. He (Mr. O’Sullivan)
did not like to take advantage of his position in
that Committee to say anything behind a man’s
back. His general habit was to speak good
of a man, but he could not help speaking
out when he saw that that man was
being fed and kept out of the public revenue
of the colony though he had never done
work to the value of one shilling for it.
What was the use of the Minister for Lands
talking about sending to America for a scientific
man, when there were able men, and well educated
men, in the colony? There was no need to
appoint a man who could scarcely write his
name. That gentleman had a hand in forming
that agricultural farm at Yeulbah.
HoxovrasLE MEMBERS : No.

Mr, O’SULLIVAN said he was there at the
time, and the then Minister for Lands was there
also. Mr. McLean was utterly unfit for the
office, and they wanted able men.

Mr. STEVENS said the hon. member who
had just sat down was quite wrong in saying that
that department was formed mervely to give Mr.
McLean a billet., It was formmed after very
strong expressions of opinion by many hon.
members in the House, and by many persons
outside of it. A Department of Agriculture was
very much necded indeed; and, although Mr.
MecLean was not a scientific man, he had done a
certain amount of good work since he had been
in that position. If hon. members would take
the trouble to visit that department they would
find a great deal of information had accumulated
there during the last year or two. In regard to
the experimental farm at Yeulbah, the most Mr,
McLean had to do with it wasg breaking it up.
The site was chosen by a late Minister for Lands.
He had been able to obtain a great deal of very
valuable information from the department in
question. It was of the highest value to a
practical farmer.

Mr. HODGKINSON said it was unfortunate
that the Minister who had had charge of that
department in the last Government was ab-
sent through illness, and that the gentleman
who had preceded him was no longer a member
of the House. They had recently heard a
homily from a member on the Government side
as to the impropriety of making accusations
against persons in their absence, and of using
expressions that they would not like to use out-
side. He did not think the hon, member for
Stanley would say anything inside the Committee
that he would not say outside ; but, knowing the
weight of that hon. member’s words, it seemed
strange that he should apply such particularly
offensive expressions to a man holding a very
dignified position in the Civil service of the
colony. The word ‘“loafer ” was very objection-
able.” Mr., McLean was no personal friend of
his, he did not know him in fact; but, to
say the least of it, it was very indiscreet on
the part of the hon. member to use such an
obnoxions word. He had not the slightest
doubt but that there were members in the
Committee who knew Mr., McLean. That
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gentleman must certainly have some merits, and
some hon. members would be able to show that,
so far from being a loafer, he had done some
very valuable work.

Mr. BARLOW said, after the very serious
accusations that had been brought against the
gentleman at the head of the Department of
Agriculture, the item should be adjourned until
there were more Opposition members present.
Such charges as had been made against that
gentleman should be vindicated from that side of
the Committee by those who could speak with
authority, especially as the gentleman who had
held the office of Minister for Lands for so long
was no longer a member of the House, and
the late Minister for Lands was il

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said that no
charge had been made against the Undel
Secretary for Agriculture by any Minister. Mr.
McLean was sovery well known that any vindica-
tion of the charge made by the hon. member for
Stanley was unnecessary. He had had an
opportunity of watching Mr, McLean’s carcer in
the department since hehad beenin the office, and
must say that he seemed to fulfil his duties in a
most conscientious manner. He did not know
what personal animosity there might be between
that gentleman and the hon. member for Stanley,
who certainly had used very strong expressions ;
but it did not require the Opposition bench to be
filled to vindicate Mr. McLean, concerning whom
the hon. member for Stanley, in the heat of
debate, had made some remarks which under
other circumstances he would not have made.

11\Ir. HYNE : The term ““loafer” is objection-
able.

Mr, O'SULLIVAN : T withdraw it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he would
be happy to give all the information he pos-
sessed ; but certainly did not see the necessity to
adjourn the debate.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN said that he had used the
word ““loafer ” for want of a better word. He
had no personal feeling against Mr. McLean, but
he had been living on the country for the last
thirteen or fourteen years without doing any-
thing ; and now he had got a fine salary. What
was the good of establishing schools and colleges
when they could not find a schoolmaster? Would
anyone tell him that a man who could scarcely
write his own name, should be a teacher in one
of those schools ? He and Mr. McLean were on
the best of terms : but he contended that he was
utterly unfit for the position he held, and he
objected to him being pitehforked into a
position he was not able to fi That
was all the ““down” he had on the man. He
thought it was only right for him to defend the
public revenue, and he was not going to see
public money given to men who were not able or
willing to earn it. If he met Mr. McLean in the
street he was not afraid to say even more than he
had said that night.

Mr. BARLOW said hon. members on that
side were not allowed to speak or to make a
criticism without being accused of obstruction.
A charge had been made that a man in the public
service was a ‘““‘loafer.” A serious imputation
had been made that aman who could hardly write
his own name was occupying an important posi-
tion inthepublic service. He did not like to waste
time, as he was as tired as anyone, and he did
not want to obstruct, but he did protest
against the doctrine that no sort of eriticism was
to come from his side of the Committee. That
was unfair, and he thought that ex-Ministers
should have been there to answer the charges
made. The late Minister for Lands, Mr. Jordan,
was very poorly, but others might be there;
but he did object to the doctrine that every
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word uttered by that side of the Committee was
an attempt to delay public business. Ie wanted
to get the session finished and get home, and he
protested against that doctrine.

Mr, ALLAN said he wished to say a few
words with regard to the attack made upon
Mr, McLean. He believed he was the only
member who had taken the trouble to visit the
Yeulba experimental farn.

Ho~NoTURABLE MEMBERs : No.

Mr. ALLAN said he had been there two or
three times, and he had seen the utter futility of
trying to yrow anything there, and it was due to
Mr. McLean to say that he had saved the
country more money than he received in salary
by doing away with that white elephant. It
was through his instrumentality that that farm
was broken up, and they owed him a debt of
gratitude for saving that money.

Mr, O’SULLIVAN said that if he had
broken up that white elephant, he had also
broken up the late Minister for Lands, and he
had nearly broken the Ministry by his conduct
as Commissioner for Crown Lands. He had
persecuted the farmers till they had petitioned
against him, and the late Government bad had
to take him away, and then they had given
him the grand position of Professor of Agricul-
ture.

Mr, GRIMES said that the hon. member for
Stanley had let the cat out of the bag as to his
enmity to the Under Secretary for Agriculture.
The reason why he had spoken as he had, was
because Mr. McLean, in the conscientious per-
formance of his duties as Commissioner for
Crown Lands, had come in contact with some of
the hon. member’s friends.

Mr. OSULLIVAN : No.

Mr, GRIMES said that the hon. member for
Stanley had made a bitter and a mean attack
against Mr. McLean.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN : No.

Mr. GRIMIES said the hon. gentleman had
made a mean attack upon Mr. McLean.

Mr, O'SULLIVAN said: I think it is time to
interrupt the hon. member. I have already twice
said “No;” and now I tell him that he lies—
under a mistake. .

Mr. GRIMES said no one should be attacked
in that way, when he had not an opportunity of
replying; and to say that a gentleman in Mr.
MeclLean’s position was a loafer, was meanin the
extreme, He knew something that had been done
in the Agricultural Department. Since Mr.
McLean had been appointed as Under Secretary
good work was being carried out, and hon.
members who knew anything about the matter
would see at once that thehon. member for Stanley
wasnot in a position to judge, because he did not
know what had been done. Mr., McLean had
been no failure in anything he had ever under-
taken in the colony, and in some of the things
he had taken in hand he had succeeded too
well to please the hon. member for Stanley.
He beliecved that the Minister for Lands
and Mr. McLean would do a vast amount
of good. Good had already been done, and
still more good would be done if the depart-
ment were allowed a little liberty, but it might
be that, from want of funds, that liberty
would not be had, and the department would
be cramped in a great measure. He did not
wish to see a better man in the position of
Under Secretary than Mr. McLean, although he
admitted that he was no professor of agriculture.
It was evident from the fact that they had sent
to Americato get a scientific instructor, that they
did not expect to get nne in the colony who was
capable of fulfilling the duties, although there
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were plenty of practical men in the colony who
could give a practical lecture ; but they wanted
a man who would be able to .analyse the
soil, and give farmers information that would
be useful to them in the selection of land
for the various products they intended to grow.
He did not think they could get such a man in
the colonies, and so they had sent to Americafor
one, and he hoped the negotiations that had
already taken place between the Minister for
Lands and the gentleman in Washington would
result in a really good appointment being made ;
and he was sure that the gentleman who now
filled the position of Under Secretary for Agri-
culture and the Minister for Lands, in endeavour-
ing to get a good scientific agricultural instructor,
were making a move in the right direction,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
hoped that wrangling as to the merits or demerits
of Mr., McLean would cease. They had had
quite enough of it, and might just as well go on
with the Istimates. He had the assurance of the
late Attorney-General, and another hon. gentle-
man who occupied a prominent position on the
other side, that they were not at all averse to
that Estimate being finished to-night.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said that for that reason
he should not trouble himself to reply to the nar-
coti{c gentleman (Mr. Grimes) as he had intended
to do,

Mr., GROOM said he might inform the Com-
mittee that the hon. member for South Brisbane,
Mr. Jordan, was so unwell that he had not been
able to attend, and that the leader of the Oppo-
sition was suffering from such a severe cold that
he had been compelled to leave the House. As
the hon. gentleman expressed it to him, he could
stand it no longer. There was no intentional
absence on the part of those hon. gentlemen.

Mr. SAYERS said he had never seen or heard
of Mr. McLean before, but if there was any
truth in the remarks of the hon. member for
Stanley, the vote ought not to go through until
it was thoroughly sifted. The Minister who
appointed Mr. McLean should have been in his
place to answer the reflections that had been
cast upon Mr, McLean.

Mr. HODGKINSON said he had explained,
at the commencement of the wrangle, the reason
why the late Minister for Lands and the leader
of the Opposition wereabsent, and if his statement
needed corroboration it had been corroborated
by the hon. member for Toowoomba, He felt in
a very unfortunate position when one of the
supporters of his leader coolly got up and said
the leader of the Opposition ought to have
remained in the Chamber, after the hon. member
for Stanley had withdrawn the offensive expres-
sion.  Everyone on the Government benches
would freely acknowledge the indefatigable
services theleader of the Opposition had rendered
them ; and if there had been any matter of
moment on the Estimates that was likely to
provoke discussion, he was sure that an arrange-
ment would have been made with the Minister
for Lands to postpone the vote until he was
prepared to deal with it.

My, COWLEY said he regretted that there
was no provision made for scientific agriculture,
and the formation of an agricultural college. In
North Queensland the sugar industry was
languishing to a very great extent, and perhaps
few hon. wmembers were aware of the ravages
which grubs were making in the sugar-cane. In
his own district hundreds of acres of cane had
been destroyed by grubs. He had communicated
with and seen the Under Secretary for Agricul-
ture on the subject, and sent specimens down to
him, but there was no scientific men in the depart-
ment to show them to. Mr, McLean had,
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however, handed them over to a sclentific gentle-
man, and no doubt they would get some valuable
information from him. The Under Secretary
had done all in his power, and had expressed his
willingness to assist him in every possible way.
Still it was really necessary that there should be
a scientific agriculturist attached to the depart-
ment, and it was equally necessary that pro-
vision should be made for an agricultural college,
where the youth of the colony who desired it
could be thoroughly trained in practical and
scientific agriculture by capable and efficient
instructors.  He was aware that steps had been
taken toget a gentleman of that description from
America ; but he would remind the Minister for
Lands that there was a first-class agricultural
college at Cirencester, in England, which had
turned out many really able men, some of whom
were holding important and responsible positions
in India. If application were made there they
could, perhaps, get the very man they required
for the Departinent of Agriculture.

Mr. SMYTH asked what Minister was respon-
sible for the selection of the site for the model
and experimental farm at Yeulba ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied that
it was the then member for Aubigny. He him-
self was partly responsible for the selection.

Mr. GROOM said that Mr, Pink, who was
then in charge of the Botanical Gardens, and who
was considered the best man in the colony at
that time to select a site for a model farm,
selected the site at Yeulba, and afterwards the
Minister for Landsformed a party to go upand see
it. For Mr. McLean, he must say that when that
gentleman went up to examine the site that had
been chosen, he condemned it.

Mr, BARLOW said that when he referred to
the state of the Opposition front bench he hadno
intention of reflecting on the gentlemen who
occupied it, or on those who were absent. The
hon. member, Mr, Hodgkinson, was not a mem-
ber of the Ministry at the time Mr. McLean was
appointed, and he considered that that gentle-
man was not in a position to make aun effective
defence. He had simply appealed to the forbear-
ance of the Government to postpone the debate
in order that the attack made upon Mr, McLean
might be properly met. He objected to the use
of the word “wrangle” as applied to their
debates ; he did not think it was either Parlia-
mentary or righs.

Question put and passed.
RESERVES,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS, in moving
£5,385 for reserves, said £500 had been put down
for Vietoria Park, in order to do something in
the direction of making that reserve of 280 acres
something more in accordance with what a park
should be in the capital of the colony.

Mr. McMASTER said he was very glad to see
the amount put down for Victoria Park. He
noticed the other day that a deputation waited
on the Chief Secretary with a view of endeavour-
ing to get a portion of that park for exhibi-
tion grounds, and he was very pleased to see that
that hon. gentleman refused, so far as he was con-
cerned, to allow anything further to be taken from
it. If that park were cutup there was no other
portion of land round about Brisbane that would
be it for a recreation ground. Quite enough had
been taken from it already, and he sincerely
hoped that the Government, and especially the
Colonial  Secretary, who was one of the
trustees of it, would not allow another inch
to be taken from it. He had not altered
the opinions he expressed last year with
reference to public parks., He thought it
would be much better to have those parks
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vested in the local authorities, thatthey should
spend a certain sum of money on them, and that
the Government should endow them according to
the amount they expended. There would then
be no danger of those places of recreation being
cut away, because they would be granted abso-
lutely to the loeal authorities as reserves, and
could not be sold.  The Municipal Council of
Brishane had taken over the Wickhamn terrace
Park, and improved it very mnch. No doubt
Victoria Park wasmore a national affair than that
small park, and he sincerely hoped that the
Minister for Lands and the Colonial Secretary
would see that not another inch was taken from
it.

The COLONIAL SHECRETARY said, as
one of the trustees of Victoria Park, he could
say that he also was very glad to see that a sumn
had been put on the Hstimates to improve and
beautify one of the few parks in the city. DButhe
did not agree withthehon. member for Fortitude
Valley that that park should be passed over to
the local authorities—at any rate, at present. He
could assure the Committee that, so long a= he
was a trustee of that park, not one inch of it
should be alienated for any purpose except for
the use of the public.

Mr. SMYTH said there was not a decent
recreation ground in Brisbane., There was a
private one at Toowong, and another called the
Albert Ground, but there was no proper public
recreation ground such as they had in Sydney
and Melbourne. He did not see why their public
parks should not be made and improved by prison
labour, There were plenty of prisoners in the
gaol at South Brisbane doing nothing, and why
not utilise their labour in that way, as was done
in other parts of the world? He believed they
were being used at Townsville for that pur-
pose; and why should not the same be
done elsewhere? Victoria Park was handy to
the railway, to trams, and could be made one
of the best parks in Australia, if only drained
and improved. The town of Gympie, the third
largest town in the colony inpoint of population,
sometime ago received £300, but that was now
reduced to £175. Hon. members might think
that that was for one park, but it was for two,
one called ““ The Queen’s Park,” at the north end
of the town, and the other recreation ground at
the One-Mile, which was chiefly used for recrea-
tion purposes by the people of the Wide Bay
district. It was impossibleto keepthosetwo parks
in order on £175, and he certainly thought the
people of Gympie should be hetter treated in that
respect than they were, especially when they saw
the sums voted for other places. £300 was put
down for Bundaberg, an incresase of £150.
There was no town in the colony where it was
easier to make a park than in Bundaberg. 'The
ground was level and easily worked ; in fact it
was almost a park without any making at all.
Charters Towers got the same as Gympie
There the ground was very barren and diffi-
cult to work, but still it was as well to keep up
the park, if for no other purpose than to keep
children off the streets. Ipswich received £500.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN : For two parks.
Mr, SMYTH said Mackay got £200.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Two parks.

Mr, SMYTH said Maryborough got £500,
Rockhampton £500, Toowoomba £500, Towns-
ville £500, and Warwick £175. Why should
Gympie be so scurvily treated ? They did not ask
that the vote should be the same as it was for-
merly, but if they got £250 they could employ
men to keep their two parks in order. At present
the Mines Department received a rental from the
One-Mile recreation ground ; and when they con-
sidered the land revenue derived from Gympie, he
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certainly thought that town was entitled tobetter
treatment. In 18806, according to thelast returns,
the revenue from the land office there was over
£10,000. Very few towns in the colony could show
a revenue like that. And the timber royalty
in that district yielded about £1,000 more than
any other town in the celony. He might also
point out that it was now almost impossible to
get recreation grounds there, because nearly all
the land was taken up under lease. At the pre-
sent time the Monkland people were trying to get
a recreation ground, but were unable to do so.
Years ago the miners took their picks and shovels
and cleared a place for cricket and other recrea-
tions, but some clever individual had applied
for the land and got a lease of it for gold-mining
purposes ; so that the people not only lost the
land but their labour as well. He sincerely
hoped that the Minister would consider the
claims of Gympie, and increase the vote to at
least £250.

Mr., SAYERS said he must take up the
running from the member for Gympie, That
hon. member had said the park at Charters
Towers was a barren bit of ground, but it was
the best bit they had about there. They had
not much agricultural land about there, and it
was the more necessary that the Government
should help them to make a park there. The
sum of €175 was no use to them, and was
simply thrown away. What was wanted was a
sufficient sum to put the place in order, and that
would be a saving in the long run.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he quite
agreed with what had fallen from the hon
members for Charters Towers and Gympie, but
hon. members must know he could not increase
those votes now, They had all been reduced last
year owing to tightness of the chest in the
Treasury ; but he hoped the time was not far
distant  when their financial position would
enable them to increase those votes all over the
colony. He knew that it was almost impossible
to do any good with some of those votes, but
there would be strong objection to them being
still further reduced. He hoped by next year to
restore them to something near the old votes at
all events.

Mr. SAYERS said the hon, gentleman would
excuse him if he pointed out that there was an
increase of double the amount of last year given
to Bundaberg. The revenue from Gympie and
Charters Towers wouald bear favourable com-
parison with that from Bundaberg, and there
could be no comparison at all between the
populations of those places. It was an injustice
that the vote for Bundaberg should be increased
to that extent.

Mr. SMYTH said he might mention that they
had a promise last year that the amount for
Gympic would be brought up to £250, by a sum
being put on the Supplementary Estimates, but
the promise was not carried out. The Minister
for Lands had not considered economy when he
put down that amount for Bundaberg. The
park at Bundaberg was a garden already, and
did not require the vote ; bat when it was being
considered, Gympie should have received con-
sideration also.

Question put and passed.

BOTANIC GARDENS,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved that
the sum of £2,086 be granted for the Botanic
Gardens. The vote was increased by £100,
required for repairing asphalt walks,

Mr, HODGKINSON said he would like to
draw the Minister’s attention to the barbed wire
fence that had been erected in the gardens, It
appeared to have been put to trip up people,
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injure children, tear ladies’ dresses, and to do
any mortal thing except good. It was too late
to say much on the subject, but he did not know
why the money had been spent in that way.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
had not inspected the wire fence, but he had
intended to do so before the vote came on. From
what he had heard on the subject, he fully
endorsed what had fallen from the hon. member
for Burke. He believed a scandalous fence had
been put up to tear the skins of innocent chil-
dren and the dresses of ladies. The fence was
put up, he believed, under the direction of those
who had control of the gardens, and it was time
somebody took notice of such cruel traps as had
been erected, He believed the work had been
carried out by the direction of a gentleman who
was lately a member of the House, and who
took a great interest in the management of the
Botanic Gardens. The Minister for Lands, he
thought, ought to take steps to investigate the
matter, and if the statements made concerning
the fence were not true they should be contra-
dicted, and if they were true, the sooner the evil
was remedied the better.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said his atten-
tion had been called to the matter, but, as hon.
membDers knew, he was in no way responsible for
the objectionable wire fence, From what he had
heard he could promise the Committee that irame-
diate steps would be taken to remedy the evil
complained of.

Mr. WATSON said he wished to direct
attention to the men who were working in the
gardens. They appeared to get very fair salaries,
but they had to work ten hours a day. In
Melbourne and in Sydney men working in the
gardens there had to work only nine hours, and
he did not think it was right they should keep
those men working ten hours aday ; they should
not work more than eight hours. He had never
asked men to work for him for wmore than eight
hours a day during the whole of the twenty years
he had been a contractor. He simply wished to
bring that matter under the notice of the
Minister, and he hoped he would give it his most
favourable consideration.

Mr. NORTON said he would like to ask the
Minister for Lands whether nurse girls were
allowed to take perambulators into the gardens,
He had heard they were not allowed to do so,
but he was sure they ought to be.

Mr. BARLOW said he had intended to direct
attention to the same thing. Perambulators
could do no serious harm to the gardens, which
were the property of the people, and it was
rather hard that children should have to be kept
in the hot streets all day when they might be
allowed into the gardens. He hoped the
trustees would be instructed to remedy that
matter at once.

Mr, SAYERS said he had spoken to the Min-
ister for Lands about the barbed wire fence. He
was a sbranger in the town, and probably spent
more time in the gardensthan people hvmg here.
‘While in the gzudem he had seen people’s hands
torn and ladies’ dresses treated in the same way,
and he had heard some very tall swearing about
that fence. The Minister for Lands had told
them he was not responsible for the fence, but if,
as he understood, the gardens were the property
of thepublic, surely the Government should have
some control over them,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : T wish we
had more.

Mr. SAYERS: If we have no control, why
vote the money ?

Mr. GROOM : It is in the hands of trustees.

Mr. SAYERS said they should not get the
money to put up such traps to tear the hands

[24 OcrosER.]

Supply. 873
and dresses of the people who found the money
to keep the gardens in order. If the fence were
not removed, he would sit up all night next year,
if necessary, to prevent the vote from going
through,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY said he
agreed with what had fallen from the hon. mem-
ber; and the Minister for Lands bad stated that
he would have the matter rectified. With
reference to the perambulator question, he was
not at one with the hon. member for Port Curtis.
If the nurse were allowed to run the child along
in the perambulator the chances were that she
would leave the perambulator in the middle of
the path and go away to flirt with some young
man, the per‘\,rnbula.tm remaining as an obstacle
to others going along the path. If it was con-
sidered desirable that young children should be
taken to the gardens, they should be taken in
their nurse’s arms and not in perambulators.

Mr. HAMILTON said he did not agree with
the Colonial Secretary, because it would be a
hard tax on girls to carry children in the hot
weather. As to the argument that the use of the
perambulator was a premium on flirting, he did
not see any objection to that. He thought that
the fact of a nurse girl not having a per ambulator
would not prevent Ter from flirting, as most hon.
members must know by experience.

Mr. HODGKINSON said that the reminis-
cences of the Colonial Secretary and the hon.
member for Cook were very interesting, but he
thought the Committee had better get on with
business.

Mr. PHILP : Who are the trustees ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said they
were the Minister for Lands ex officio, the
Surveyor-General, Mr, Tully, and Mr. Sheridan.
The management devolved practically upon Mr.
Sheridan.

Mr. GANNON said he thought it would be a
splendid thing for the citizens of Brisbane if
a fence were erected along a portion of the
gardens by the river side, takm" in the second
walk from the river, so as to allow a portion
to be used as a promenade at night. Hon.
members might laugh, but he was speak-
ing on behalf of the citizens, and he con-
sidered that what he was advocating would be
agreat boon to people who had towork hardall day.
The portion fenced off would only be a little over a
chain wide, and there could be three or four gates,
which could be open during the day, The thing
was done in the other colonies, and he fancied
that the Minister for Lands would fall in with
the idea. There could be an ornamental fence,
and good gas lamps to provide plenty of light
along the promenade,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY said he
could not see any immediate necessity for what
the hon. member suggested.

Mr. PHILP said that, as neither the Commit-
tee nor the Ministry had any control over the
cardens, it might be as well to hand them over
to the .nmumpahty He thought that the
municipalities and divisional boards should have
charge of botanic gardens and reserves, and find
the money for keeping them in order. ’

Mr. GANNON said he would again bring
the question of a promenade before the Com-
mittee, and if he did not get an answer there
would be such an agitation on the matter
that an answer would have to be given. What
he suggested was for the good of thecitizens of
Drisbane. Anyone who knew the lay of the
country round the river must know that there
was not a place where anyone could take a walk
with his wife on a moonlight night, or even in
the daytime., He considered that the part of
the gardens along the side of the river would
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make a splendid promenade, and in a year or
two it might be extended right along the river
round Government House.

Question put and passed,

MISCELLANEOUS,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved that
£565 be granted for Miscellaneous Services,
The vote for destruction of Bathurst burr was
increased by £200, and £65 was asked for keeping
the Forest Nursery at Fraser Island in condition,
on the recommendation of Mr. McDowall,

Mr. HYNE said he was sorry that item was
not largely increased, as he looked upon forest
conservancy as one of the most important things
the Government could devote their attention to.
He also thought that the services of the rangers
might be employed in that direction, and that
they might do much useful work by planting
serub land that was not required for agricultural
purposes. There was an item, ‘Clearing town
of Kamerunga,” which was voted last year, and in
connection with that he would suggest that there
should be some system adopted when town sites
were heing cleared, and that all the ornamental
trees should not be so carelessly destroyed as at
present. He hoped the Minister for Lands
would direct his attention to the subject.

Mr, GROOM said he had noticed by the
Courier that Mr, DBailey, the Government
Botanist, had gone to Adelaide with a view of
observing what had been done there in the way
of forest conservancy. If that gentleman could
introduce the South Australian system here it
would result in immense benefit to the whole of
Queensland. He had read with great interest the
report of the Conservator of Forests in South
Australia, and while it appeared that last year
£8,000 was granted for forest conservation,
£10,000 was realised by the Government by the
sale of trees, so that really the institution was
paying. He hoped the Minister for Lands would
allow Mr. Bailey to devote his attention towards
forest conservation on a very large scale.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to
sit again at a later hour of the day.

ADJOURNMENT.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY said : Mr
Speaker,—I movethat the House do now adjourn-
To-morrow, after private business has been
disposed of, the first Government business will
be the Election of TLocal Authorities Bill in
committee, and after that Supply.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at eight minutes past
12 o’clock.





