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646 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
1J1onday, 15 OctoucT, 1888. 

Petitions- establishment of R, University- J.~xtension 

of railway communication, etc., to Yeppoon.­
Customs Duties Bill- third re'Lding.- Supply­
resumption of committoe.-Atljoununent. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
EsTAnLISHMEXT m· A UNIVERSITY. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRII<'l<'ITH presented a 
petition from the Hon. Sit· CharleH Lillev, 
Knight, Chief Justice of Queensland, and other 
gentlemen, praying that t.be House will, at ttn 
early date, make provision for the immediate 
establishment of a university in queensland, and 
moved that the petition be read. 

Question put and pa,sed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of the HoN. Sm S. W. 
GlUFFITH, the petition was received. 

ExTENSION o.l!~ RAILWAY Co:'lnruxrcATrox, Er_rc,, 
TO YEPPOON. 

Mr. REES R. JONES presented a petition 
from the residents and property-owners in the 
township of Y eppoon, praying, first, for the 
extension of railway communication to the 
township of Yeppoon; secondly, for the erection 
of a post and telegraph office; and, thirdly, 
for the establishment of a police station, and 
the location of one ur more police constables 
thereat. He moved that the petition be r~.1d. 

Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Cleric 

On the motion of Mr. liEES R. JONES, the 
petition was received. 

CUSTOMS DUTIES BILL. 
TmnD READI:i'G. 

On the motion of the COLONU_L TUEA· 
SUHER (Hon. Sir T. Mci!wraith), this Bill was 
read a thin] time, passecl, and ordered to he 
transmitted t,, the Legislative Council for their 
concurrence, by rnCR-<.;age in the usual f'Jrrn. 

SUPPLY. 
RESU}!P1'ION OP COi\DIITTEE. 

On the motion of the PREMIEH (Hon. Sir T. 
Mcllwraith), the :Speaker left the chair, and the 
Honse resolved itself into a Committee of the 
\Vhole, to further conoider the Supply to be 
granted to Her Majesty for the service of the 
year 1888·9. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOll. 
The PRB'YIIER moved that there be granted 

for they ear 1888-\l a sum not exceeding £1,640, for 
sn,larie.s and contingencies in connection with His 
Excellency the Governor. The s:tlary of the 
aide-de-camp, amounting to £300, had already 
been voted. 

The HoN. Srn S. W. GRIF]'ITH said it was 
usual to say something about the schedules on 
the first vote, and he had intended to ask a question 
respecting the late Inspector of Distilleries, but 
w-,m]d defer it. He also wanted some information 
about the expenses in connection with the Gov· 
ern1nent of New Guinea. The Government was 
carried on under the assumption that Qneensbnd 
paid one-third; and he would ask if the Gov· 
ernment had received any answer from the New 
South Vv ales Government yet as to the payment 
of that colony's share of the expenses? It was 
rather more than twelve months since the 
Government of New South \Vales were asked to 
say whether they would or would not ratify the 
agreement entered into by their representatives 
with respect to the Government of New Guine-:1, 
but he had never heard of any reply being 
received. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
thought the reply had bc,en received before the 
hon. gentleman opposite had left nffice. All the 
work in his office had gone on under that belief. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIF:FITH: No; I 
never even received an acknowledgment of my 
letter. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER said that 
Victoria and New South \Vales stood in with 
Queensbnd in the matter, and S-.uth Australia 
stood out, as the hon. gentleman knew. He would 
verify the information he was now giving. He 
did not remember seeing the document, but all 
the work in his office in connection with the 
matter had proceeded on the assumption that 
New South \V ales stood in. 

The Hox. Sw S. W. GRIF:FITH said that 
up (;o the time he left office no answer had been 
received from Sir Henry Parkes, though he httd 
tried every means to get even an acknowledg· 
ment of his letter. 

'l'he COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hon. gentleman would be good enough to take 
the information he had given, and he would 
verify it. 

The Ho:-r. Sm S. vV. GRIFFITH said he 
had a. further question to ask. He saw that 
£12,000 Wc1S put down for the destruction of 
marsupials, but as the l\:[anmpial Act expired at 
the close of the session, that amount would not 
be rerruired. 

The COLONIALTHEASURER: Yes. We 
propose to re-mew it. 

Mr. GANKON said he noticed £350 was put 
down to provide accommodation for holding the 
birthday ball. 

'rlw COLONIAL SECUETARY (Hon. B. 
D. j\Iorehead) : No; there is nothing down for 
this year. The Yotes for this yenr will be found 
in the second column. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRmFITH: Might I 
ask why it is left out? 

The COLONLl,_L TREASUREll : The time 
passed by and the ball was not held. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GHIJ!'I<'ITH said that 
was for last ye>1T, but he wished to know why no 
amount wn,s proposed for the present year. There 
was no doubt that Government House was not 
large enough to allow of any large entertainment 
of that kind being given. A sum of money was 
voted some time ago for additions to Government 
House, with a view of enabling the Governor to 
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give more extensive entertainments than could 
be given at present ; but in the mean­
time it had been the practice to put a sum 
of money on the Estimates to allow for 
the necessary expense of fitting up some place 
in which to hold the ball. It. was considered 
by some peovle a necessary and proper thing 
for the Governor to do - though opinions 
might differ on that point-but it "'as not 
possible for the Gcwernor to give entertainments 
of the magnitude expected by some pe<l]Jle, in the 
present GoYernrnent House. If it was expected 
that they should be given in some other phtce in 
the town, money would have to be voted for 
fitting up or erecting a place for the purpose. 

The COLONIAL TREASUEER said the 
money voted for the purpose last year was not 
spent, and the omission of the item for the 
present ye""r was not made with any intention of 
declining to provide the necessary accommoda­
tion at all. 

Mr. GANNON s:ti<l th:ct he would like to 
have an understanding as to whether the amount 
was to be spent at all. He was going to oppose it, 
because he thought it was time a stop]•er should 
be put on the expenditure of the people's money 
in the entertainment of a certain class of the 
community. He asked for the information 
because of his want of experiencA in the way 
those things were dealt with, and he desired to 
oppose that expenditure as much as he possibly 
could. The peovle were now to be taxed very 
highly to carry on the government of the 
country, and he trusted the Committee would 
set its face against any expenditure that was not 
for the good of the colony generally. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sairl it must 
be borne in mind that the vote was but a recent 
creation, and he found on looking b>wk to the 
Estimates for 1882-3 that 11•1 such item appe:tred 
there. It was only within the last few years it 
had been put on. If, as unfortunately was the 
case, they had to hnvc a new Governor, they 
should not start with him on so luxurious a 
scale of living-having regard to the oJtered state 
of affairs in the colony. 'l'he vote, as he had 
said, was not on the Estimates for 1882-3 and he 
did not see why they should be asked to' vote it 
now. A number of such items had crept into 
the Estimates since he had been a member of the 
House. There wao the Governor's salary, a vote 
for the Governor's country or sutnn1er reRidence, 
and that Yote for the birthday ball, and he 
thought it was time some of the Government 
House expenditure was cut off. 

The COLONIAL TREASURim said the 
hon. gentleman opposite must understand him 
that the omission of the vote was not a reflection 
upon his policy at all, though it might look as if it 
was. He must say, however, that had he vh-en 
the matter consideration he would have left the 
item out, and he was quite prepared to stand by 
the Estimates. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
mentioned the matter, because it was quite 
certain, under the altered circumstanceq of the 
colony, that the Governor could not be expected 
to give birthday balls or large entertainments 
outside Government House. He believed the 
vote of £350 was never more than sufficient 
and indeed was not sufficient, to pay for th~ 
actual labour and expense of fitting up a place 
in which to hold the ball. He was quite certain 
that any Governor who might come here would be 
greatly relieved to find that he was not expected 
to give a birthday ball-which meant a great 
deal of trouble and a great Pxpenditure of money 
in fitting up a room, as there was not a suitable 
room at Government House1 It would be under-

stood that he was not expected to give any such 
entertainments. The omission of the vote in­
volved th:ct, he was sure. 

The COLO)[Ir\.L SECRETAEY said the 
practice of putting the vote on the Estimates 
was Uegun in 1884-5. It was not, therefore, of 
any great age, and it was much better it should 
die young. 

1\Ir. G ROOJ\I said that although the item might 
h;we appeared on the Estimates for the first time 
in 1884, he remembered that money w>Ls voted 
on one occ[Lsion when the late Sir Arthur 
Kennedy gave a large birthday ball. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes; the 
\Vorks office paid the expense in that case. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIJ!':FITH said that 
money lmd been poJd fur the same purpose on 
several occasions, and the late Government 
thought it desirable to put the sum on the Esti­
mates openly. 

1Ir. DRAKE said that before the question 
WetS put he would like clearly to understtmd that 
in pa,sing that vote they were affirming that the 
money was not to be expended next year for a 
birthday ball. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER said that 
in passing that vote they were saying that no 
money was voted for a birthday ball. 

Mr. DRAKE said he would like to know 
whether in passing that item it was to be under­
stood that there would bt' no birthday ball, or 
whether in pasoing it blank now, they were to 
under,ttmd that the birthday hall would be 
given all the same, 'md the money be provided 
in some other way ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hem. member wanted to dive a little too deep. 
\Vhat he sn,id was, that in passing that vote they 
were to understand that no money was voted for 
a birthdtty ball. The Governor could give a 
dozen birthday balls if he chose, and he (the 
Colonial Treasurer) could not stop him. 

Mr. GAKNON said he did not think the item 
of £300 for a country rt''idence for the Governor, 
with all the other expenses that followed, was 
necessary. He eould speak pretty confidently 
in regard to the country residence of the late 
Governor at Southport, as he was one of the 
unfortunate owners. He should like to see the 
vote reduced as much as possible, and thought 
that amount might be omitted. The £350 for a 
birthday ball and £300 for a country residence 
would be substtmtial reductions. 

Mr. MURPHY said he also would like to see 
the £300 for a country residence for the Governor 
taken off. He thought the Government should 
build a residence in the country altogether for 
the Governor, and make use of the grounds that 
were now encumbr,rcd by Government House for 
some better purpose. He did not mean to reflect 
in any way upon the usefulness of the Governor, 
or to say that a proper residence should not be 
provirlecl by the State, but he thought the 
Government might well take into consideration 
the question of providing a suitable residence for 
the Governor outside Brisbane, on a better site 
than that occupied by Government House, and 
at a vlace where it would not be so much in the 
way of the people of Brisbane. The present 
building might be turned into a very much more 
useful purpose by converting it into a public 
library, or picture gallery, and the surrounding 
park might be thmwn into the gardens and made 
open to the public. 'l'he Government might 
very well take that matter into their serious 
considern.tion. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said tlmt in 1874 the 
question of the Governor's salary came under 
the notice of the Committee. At that time it 
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was £4,000 per annum, and on a motion he made 
the salary was increased to £5,000, with the view 
of placing the Governor of Queensland in what 
was supposed to be the first cla"s, and also with 
the view of stopping those extra allowances. 
He trusted that the hon. member who suggested 
the reduction of that item would carry the 
matter to its legitimate conclusion. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
thought it was not an unfair thing to make 
provision for a country residence for the 
Governor, He did not see why the Govemor 
should be forced to live all the year round in 
Brisbane. £300 was a moderate allowance, and 
as the Governor was expected to spend money in 
the colony, he might as well spend it in other 
places as in Brisbane. 

Mr. SMITH said they might as well allow the 
Governor to live some time in the North, so that 
he might become acquainted with that part of 
the colony. He (Mr. Smith) would certainly 
support a reduction of that item unless a resi­
dence was to be provided for the Governor in 
the North. 

Mr. DRAKE said that, with regard to the 
Governor making himself acquainted with other 
parts of the colony, he would point out that that 
was provided for in the item of £500 " to meet 
the travelling expenses of His Excellency and 
staff on tours of inspection." 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said it was 
certainly desirable that they should take into 
consideration the question of building a new 
Government House. There was no doubt that 
what had been said by the hon. member for 
Barcoo was quite correct. The pre~ent situation 
of Government House was not at all what it was 
when it was first selected. There "'"'s a place 
called the Government Domain outsicleVictoria 
Park, which was a very suitable site for Gov­
ernment House, and he thought that the sooner 
they utilised it for that purpose the better. 
·with respect to that £300, he did not think it 
was an unreasonable amount. \Vhe,t was the 
Governor to get? They made a bargain with him 
before he came, and they must understand that the 
position was not a very lucrative one. If people 
expected the Governor to come here and spend 
money, they must first provide the money for 
him to spend. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he did not agree that an 
extra house, at considerable coRt, should be 
provided for His Excellency. A person receiving 
£5,000 per annum was, he thought, well able to 
provide a country residence for himself ; and if 
the hon. member who first mooted the matter 
proposed a reduction in the item he would vote 
for the reduction. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said the idea thrown 
out by the hon. member for Barcoo, with refer­
ence to turning Government House into a public 
library or picture gallery, deserved serious con­
sideration. 'rhe grounds now occupied by Gov­
ernment House might very well be used for 
zoological gardem. They had nothing of the sort 
in the colony. All the other colonies, e1·en South 
Australia, had very good zoological gardens, and 
he thought it was almost a disgrace to Queens­
land that no attempt had yet been made m that 
direction, It would be a l"efnl thing if some­
thing of that kind were inithted. There was a 
number of wild animals now being exhibited 
in George street, and arrangen1ents n1ight pro­
bably be made to purchase those by the country, 
to form the nucleus of a zoological collection for 
Queensland. The matter was one that it was 
worth their while to consider. 

Mr. GROO::VI said that if they were going to 
practice economy in the Estimates they might 
take some other item than that of £300 for a 

country residence for the Governor. He did not 
see any objection at all to the item. The New 
South \Vales Government had purchased a 
splendid residence for the Governor of that 
colony at l'll:oss V ale, the Victorian Government 
had provided a beautiful country residence for 
their Governor at :Mount .Macedon, and in South 
Australia the Government had erected a splendid 
house in beautiful grounds on l'v1ount Lofty. 
He should like to know why Queensland should 
be singular in that respect. \Vhen the Governor's 
salary was increased from £3,000 to £6,000, it 
placed Queensland in the position of a first class 
colony, and it stood so now, and a colony giving 
a first chss salary was, he understood, entitled to 
a first class Governor. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It covers 
a pension. 

Mr. GROOM said it covered a pension, as the 
hon. member said. If a Governor retired after 
occupying the position of Governor of a first­
class colony, he was allowed as a pension, half 
the salary he was last receiving, and this was 
paid out of Imperial funds. Why they should 
attempt to economise in a case of that kind he 
was at a loss to understand. There were 
certain months of the year when the climate 
of Brisbane was very hot indeed, and if the 
Governor desired to go into the country districts 
that was a very small smn to enable him to do 
so. Heally he thought they should have some 
respect for the gentleman, whoever he might ~e, 
who succeeded the late Governor, and grant him 
the same privilege" as his predecessor. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was 
not much exercised about providing a new Gov­
ernment House, bec,use there was very much 
more important work to be done elsewhere. 
Hon. gentlemen did not seem to consider that a 
new Government House meant a bigger salary 
and more expenses. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Why? 
The COLONIAL TREASURER said what 

was the result of putting up a big Government 
House in ::VIelbourne. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: What was 
the result? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that a 
larger amount had to be allowed the Governor 
for expenses to keep up the big building. The 
expenses were nearly don bled. So far as Govern­
ment House was concerned, it was as comfortable 
a house as there was in the colony of Queensland, 
and there wa,s quite sufficient accommodation for 
any gentleman who spent £5,000 a year. 

Mr. SA YERS said he did not intend to vote 
for the reduction, because if they wanted a good 
man to c01ue here thev must give him at least 
the same position as a"great many other gentle· 
men in the ct~lony had ; but if the hrm. member 
who proposed the reduction would gt~ in for wiping 
out the whole vote he would vote for that. ·what 
the hon. gentleman wished to do was to say they 
did not want a Governor, but he went the wrong 
way to work. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said there 
were very strong reasons for voting that su1n 
rather th'm building a big Government H01me in 
some other place. There was no doubt-a change 
was necessary to any man who lived the greater 
part of hiR time in Brisb:me. If the sum was 
vot.erl in the shape of rent it left the selection of 
the spot to the particular fancy of the Governor 
for the time being. The late Sir Anthony 
l\lnsgrave preferred a residence on the sea coar;t, 
whilst on the other hand Sir Arthur Kennedy 
was inclined to prefer the mountains. If they 
had a fixed residen0e it might not be suitable for 
every Governor they had. 
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Mr. AGNEW said he quite agreed with the 
Colonial Secretary. He hat! a great idea that 
the next Governor would see his way to live at 
Sandgate. The Sc>ndgate people had expressed 
that desire, and he thought it only fair that the 
Governor should divide his time at the two 
principal sea-;;ide resorts. 

Mr. GANNON said it must be recollected that 
there were several other items in the vote. "To 
meet the travelling expenses of His Excellency 
and staff on tours of inspection, £500," and 
"Uniforms, forage, rernounts, postage, and 
incidentals, £500." Those things rn,n into a lot 
of money. His proposition was only the thin end 
of the wedge. He hoped to raise the question of 
having a Governor sent out here at all, and he 
intended to do what he could towards altering 
the present system. 

Mr. MURPHY said he did not see why they 
should not reduce those items of expenditure. 
He noticed that Tasmn-nia was. doing all it pos­
sibly could to make expenditure come within 
revenue by reducing salaries, and they might 
well do the same. He did not mean to decrease 
the comforts of the Governor, so far as his 
house in Brisbane was concerned, but he had 
argued for the removal of Government House 
to another "ite which had already been set 
apart for that purpose. He did that in the 
interests of the general public ; but he did 
not mean that the Government should build a 
palace, or a building more like a factory such as 
had been built in Melbourne. A house should 
be built in keeping with the position of the 
Governor of this colony, and with the position of 
one who had £5,000 a year to spend. He did not 
wish to reduce the colony from the position of a 
first-class colony, because it might be of advan­
t,ge to keep Queensland in that position, so that 
first-class men might be obtained. \Vlmt he 
should like to see would be a new Government 
House, built in a more suitable position, and the 
public given the benefit of the land surrounding 
the present building. 

l\Ir. BARLO\V said if that proposition was 
carried out the argument would be something 
like this : Queensland io a first-class colony, and 
it must have a first-class Governor. The initial 
expense of the builclinf( would be £100,000, and 
about £20,000 more for furnishing would be 
required. He thought it better to let things "tancl 
as they were. 

Mr. GANNON moved that the amount be 
reduced by £300-" rent of country residence." 

Question--That the sum of £1,340 only be 
granted-put and negatived. 

Question-That £1,640 be granted for this ser­
vice-put and passed. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
£1,039 be granted for s"'laries and contingencies 
in connection with the Executive Council. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
£3,400 be granted for salaries and contingencies 
in connection with the Legisla.tive Council. 

Mr. UNMACK said he clesirc,cl to call atten­
tion to the extraordinary "'mount they paid for 
the salaries of messengers in both Houses of 
Parliament. He had no fault whatever to find 
with regard to the civility or attention of the 
messcng·ers of that House since he had been in 
it, but 'considering that they had to pay £2,187 
for the services of messengers, and of waiters in 
the refreshment rooms, he thought it required 
looking into, especially when it was remembered 
that the House only sat four or five months out 

of the year. He did not know whether it was 
possible to utilise the services of those attendants 
during the remaining portion of the year, but it 
seemed an extraordinary amount to pay. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said if the 
hon. member would allow him he would correct 
him in one thing. The matter he was discussing 
would arise when they came to the item including 
the refreshment rooms. The only thing the hon. 
gentleman could question now was the amount 
set down for the salaries of the messengurs 
of the Legislative Council ; that was £540, and 
he was snre it was not too much to pay for 
attendance on members and officials of the 
House. The hon. gentleman would be perfectly 
justified in taking up the subject when they 
came to the vote including the refreshment 
rooms. 

Mr. GANNON said he hoped they would not 
start cutting clown the men who got small 
salaries-£60, £70, or £80 a ye"'r men. He had 
no doubt the messengers earned them. He would 
go for the £1,000 and £1,200 a year men. 

Mr. UNMACK said there were no £GO or £70 
men in question. He did not grudge the money, 
but he did grudge paying twelve months' salary 
for cloin" four or five months' work. He did not 
know ,:hether it was possible to utilise the 
services of those men for the rem,incler of the 
year in some other direction, and thus save the 
amount of their salaries. 

Mr. GROOM said perhaps the hon. gentle­
man was not aware that each branch of the 
Leo·islature regulated the appointments and pay 
of the officers under its own control. If they were 
to presume to interfere with the Estim'!'tes pre­
pared by the other branch of the Legislature, 
they w(mld immediately bring about a very 
unpleasant state of affairs. Each branch of the 
Legisbture had its own rules. and regul!Ltions for 
the guidance and control of Its own officers, and 
which must be observed if parliamentary gov­
emment was to be carried on. Each House was 
the guardian of its own rights n,nd privileges, and 
would see that its officers were properly paid. 
'When the salary of the principal messenger of the 
A'>,;embly was increased, and rightly increased, 
from £1GO to £175, they immediately re.ceivecl an 
application from the Legislativ:' Council t'? place 
their messenger on the same footmg. The claim wtts 
recognised by the House, and the salary was put 
on the same basis in both Houses. Of course the 
work in the other Chamber w"'s not nearly so 
heavy as in the Assembly, and he thought the 
messengers there earned their salaries very well. 
They were not overpai~ compared wi~h me?sen­
gers in the other colomes. They recei vecl h1gher 
salaries in the neighbouring colonies, and were 
,)so provided with uniforms at the co't of the 
State. Under the circumstances he thought 
it would not be desirable to interfere with the 
estimates as prepared by the other branch of the 
Legislature. 

Mr. JVIACF ARLANE said he could not quite 
agree with the hon. gentleman who had just sat 
clown. That House had to vote the funds neces­
sary to carry on the business of not only that 
House, but the other Chamber and the several 
departments of the Government, an:! it ~as their 
duty to supervise and discuss every Item m whi~h 
it was likely a reduction could be made. He did 
not understand the hon. gentleman who .in­
troduced the matter to be in favour of reducmg 
the salaries of the messengers, but he had 
raised a question that they might . very well 
consider. No doubt they were paymg a large 
amount for n1essengers, and the question arose 
whether a good deal of the work could not be 
done by boys. \Vhere men were required he 
wonld pay them well, but in many cases the 
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wm·k of messengers could be done by boys. He 
did not think it derogatory to the colony to get 
boys to do work for which they were specially 
fitted. His remarks applierl tn all Government 
departments where men were doin~ work that 
could be clone by boys in half the~ time. The 
m'1ttor should be well cliscu:ded before they 
parted with it. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\IBLY. 

The MIXISTER FOR MINES AND 
·woRKS moved that £3,G05 be granted for 
salaries ;,ne! contingencies, Legislative Assembly. 

The HoN. Sm ::3. W. Gltn'l<'ITH said lie 
did not think it wibe to allow it to go mwhal· 
lenged, as an admitted fact, that whenever 
increases were given to ofHcers of that House 
the oame increases should bo made to officers 
of ~he other H?use. He certainly protested 
ag-ainst that bBing assun1ed. He knew on 
one or two occasions it had been done, and 
that the other House had maintained that it 
must be done, but it was not so in the 
other colonies. Comparhw the work done 
by the officers and attend,;:;1ts of that House, 
with that done by the officers and attendants of 
the other Chamber, it would be most unre.,,son­
able to say that their salaries should ah,·avs be 
equal. It should be perfectly understood. that 
they could increase the salaries of the officers of 
th':'t House .without a ?orresponding increase 
bemg made m the salanes of the officers of the 
other House. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
quite agreed with th8 hon. the leader of the 
Opposition ; at the same time he thought the 
hon. gentleman would be one of the last to stw­
ge,t a reduction in the salaries of the messenge~s 
at the present time. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIJ!':B'ITH: I did 
not ~uggest it. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
knew that. He had just said the hon. gentleman 
would be one of the last to do so. 

(luestion put and passed. 

LJ<;GISLATIVE COUXCIL AND LEGISLATIVE ASSE~IBLY. 

The COLOXIAL TREASUHER moved that 
£8,089 be granted for Legislative Council and 
Legislative Assembly; "Library, reporting staff, 
refreshn1ent romns, a.nd contingencies," and said 
that the amount was the same as was granted 
last year. 

Mr. GROOM said he would draw the Chief 
Secretary's attention to the question whether 
something could not be clone with the view of the 
better circulation of Hanw;·d than was effected 
at present. Hon. members would observe from 
the l<.:stirrmtes that the reporting staff of Hansnrd 
coot £4,128, and on referring to the Colonial 
Secretary's Estimates, Government Printer, there 
would be seen " further sum of £3,200 for H ans1wd; 
and 1_10 doubt 1~ some other items could be analysed, 
partwularly m salaries of "Lrious officers, it 
would be found that a grectt part of their time 
was occupied with Hcmsm·d. He had gone into 
the question very carefully, and had come to the 
conclusion that Hnnsard w:ts costing the country 
£10,000 a year. That expenditure was intended 
fur ,;ome better purpose tlmn merely to supply 
volumes to members, and to lie on the table and 
in the Library. The object of estab!i.shing a 
daily Hansard was that people outside should 
have a better opportunity of knowing what 
their representatives \Vere doing and saying in 
the House than they could obtain from the 
reports in the Press, which occasionally put 
forw<Ord very gi1rhled versions of the •peeches of 
hon. members. \Vithout making any charge 
against any particular newspaper, he might say 

that he had seen reports of speeches made in 
the House by hou. members which were no more 
like the words actually uttered by those hem. 
members than the moon was like the sun. 
Their object in spending £10,000 annually on 
Hansa1·d was that it might circulate an1ongst 
the people outside, :md that object had 
not been achieved. There must be some reason 
for it. He himself, not so very long ago, 
used to circulate from 900 to 1,100 copies of 
Hans"rd with every issue of his own newspaper, 
while at present hardly a single subscriber had 
sent in an application for Hansc"·d. All they 
had to do was to send in their names, with 
" remittance to the Government Printer, who 
supplied them with Hansard for the whole 
session for a ridiculously small sum. He dared 
say that if the hon. gentleman lQoked up the 
figures he would find thi1t the outside circulation 
of Hcmsard w<Os exceedingly small. They had 
one of the best reporting staffs to be found in all 
the colonies. He knew something about the 
reporting staffs in the other colonies, and he said 
advisedly th<Ot the pre,ent Queensland Hansard 
staff was one of the very best reporting staffs to 
be found in any of the colonies. \Vas it not a 
pity that their labours should be lost? and could 
not some way be devised by which Hansard 
could be circulate<! amongst the reading public 
of the colony? He had seen the speeches of hon. 
members on both sides of the House garbled in 
the reports which appeared in the Press-he was 
not speaking of i1ny particular newspaper-while 
Hanscwd, he took it, was a reliable authority. 
The gentlemen in the gallery had no object in 
misreporting, and if any mistakes were made 
hon. members had an opportunity the following 
day of correcting them, "nd supplying their con­
stituents with a correct report of what they 
really did say. They ought to receive a better 
return from that £10,000 than supplying mem­
bers with their own copies of Hcmsard and the 
volumes for the table and the library ; and if the 
hem. gentleman could suggest some way by 
which it could be better circulated outside he 
would confer a public benefit. 

The COLONIAL TREA::3UR:ER said the 
hon. member hnd just <Osked him the very ques­
tions which he had intended to put to the hon. 
member. They had a Hansard costing £10,000 
a year, and anybody could have it delivered at 
his house in any part of the colony for 3s. the 
sc'ssion. When they had gone so low as that, 
and the public did not ask fur it, they ought to 
consider whether Hansard was worth £10,000 
a year. As to Hcmsa1•d being reliable, he did not 
know that it was more reliable th<On the press. 
He trusted Hansard as he trusted the press. 
\V hen he delivered " speech he never looked 
at a proof of it, i1nd when proofs were sent 
to him he threw them into the waste-paper 
basket. He did not think it a right prin­
ciple that members should be enabled to 
revise their speeches, and it would tend very 
much to improve Hctnsard if the reporting was 
entirely left to the honour of the staff. He should 
like to hear some suggestion from the ban. 
member. There was not a cheaper production 
in the world than Jiansct1·d, and when they 
delivered copies of it at so low a price without 
success, it was time to ask wha.t should be clone? 
There was not the slightest doubt they were a 
grmLt deal too extravagant in that item, and he 
did not think they got the work for the £10,000 
they expended. 

:iYir. P ALMER said that one very good reason 
why Hansard was not more widely distributed 
throughout the country was th"t the vast 
m<Ojority of the people were quite ignorant of the 
terms on which they could get it. He would 
suggest, that an advertisement be occasionally 
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inserted in the country papers informing the 
people that, on the tr<>nsmission of 3s. in stamps 
to the Government Printer, they would receive a 
copy of Hansm·1l for the entire session. If that 
were done, he believed a great many persons 
would subscribe to it. His reason for saying 
that was that he, having taken advantage of a 
member's privilege and applied for a dozen copies 
of Hansard every day, had sent them all over 
the colony, and one daily to New South \Vales ; 
and the people to whom he sent them continually 
thanked him, and told him how very acceptable 
they were. From that he c.:nclmled that a 
great number of people would be glad to sub­
scribe to Hansard, if they knew how and on what 
terms they could get it. That, in his opinion, 
could be hest madP known by an occasional ad­
vertisement in the country papers. 

Mr. SA Y:ERS said he could hear out what the 
hon. memhet· for Carpentaria had said-that the 
general public did not know the terms upon 
which Hansard could he obtained. Indeed, he 
had not himself known the terms, and he had 
had lots of inquiries from people. If the Gov­
ernment would insert an advertisement in the 
papers, or allow some public officer, say the 
police magistrate, in every district to receive 
subscriptions, or give information on the subject, 
Hansard woul!l be ll10l'e largely read than it w cts 
at I?resent. Every copy of Han"'ard that he 
recerved he sent away, and in every case he 
received letters thanking him, and asking if 
they could be got again next year, and when he 
told them the terms, of course they would 
he willing to pay for them. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said he had applied for 
forty copies at the beginning of the session, but 
he had only been granted twelve, which he dis­
tributed over the colony. The session before he 
had made a proposition, and if the Government 
would take proper eteps far more Hansards 
would be subscribed for than at present. He 
might remind the Premier that, so far as he knew 
the annual subscription was 5s., and not 3s. ' 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: No, 3s. 
Mr. ISAMBERT said if the Government 

would take a leaf out of the book of the late 
Mir;i~ter for Lands, ar;d have cm0ds in large type 
exhrb1ted everywhere m the publrcoffices, the post 
office~, and the railway stations, and order the 
country postmasters to receive orders and sub­
scriptions for Hansa-1·d, it would be more largely 
distrilmted. If a postmaster receivedordersfortwo 
dozen copies of Iicmsard he could rret them all in 
one package, and then deli vcr ther~ to the respec­
tive subscribers. On the Continent anyone could 
order any newspaper published on the Continent 
of the postmaster, and on prtying in the money 
that paper would be sent to his house; and such 
a plan should he adopted here with regard to 
Hanscu·d. He thnu;rht the Government need 
not be so stingy; they might give as many free 
copres as hon. members would he willing to 
distribute. 

Mr. MURP HY said he certainly would object 
to the Government giving to every hon. member 
as many copies of Hcmsard as he liked to ask for, 
because some hon. members, as they all knew 
perfectly well, came there with cut-and-dried 
speeches which they wished to all vertise all 
over the colony without payin1; for them. He 
h_ad never sent Hcmsat·d to a single constituent 
smce he had been a member of that Committee, 
and he never would. If he did not take 
Hansard in order to read his (Mr. :\Iurphy's) 
SJ.~eeches, he ~vonld not get one free gratis frorn 
hnn. He d1d not want .fiansrtrd distributed 
among his constituents in tlmt way ; and 
he would suggest to the hon. member for 
Toowoomba that, if he wanted l.is consti· 

tuents to read Hansard cheaply, he should 
distribute a copy every day with his paper, 
or every time he published. He rlid not 
see why the hon. member for Enoggera should 
not distribute one with the Bomncmn.g every 
time it came out. It was only 3s. per annum, 
and what was 3s. ? \Vhy should they not dis­
tribute Ha,iard with their papers if they were 
so anxious that their utterances should he rettd 
by their constituents? He would like thL' Gov­
e~nment to have a weekly instead of a da-ily 
Hansm·d, am\ not only weekly so far a,; 

the publication was concerned, but he would 
like to see a condensed form of every speech 
put into Hcmsct?·d instead of having them 
all at full length, and then they would very 
soon find the expenditure for Hansard, and the 
Government Printing Office would he very much 
decreased. They were now in an economical 
mood, and while they were in that mood he 
hoped the Committee would agree to m:tke 
Hccnsa1·d a weekly publication, and have hon. 
members' speeches only reported in a condensed 
form. That would very much decrease the cost 
of reporting and printing. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
mi"ht take the opportunity of stating, with 
re";"ard to Hccnsrwd, what he had intended doing 
at~ a later stage of the J~stimates. He had 
some figures in his hand showing the number of 
copies printed:--

" rrhe total number of copies printed last session was 
21<8,789. 'J.1welvo free copies of each Hanscrr't a.rc dis­
tributed, on appli~<Ltion, to members of t11e Legishttivc 
A1-;semhlv; six copies of eaeh are forwarded free to 
tifty-cigllt schools of art, mechanics' and mining insti­
tutes, <-ind working men's and farmers' clubs; fifty-nine 
nmvspapers also get one copy free. 

"In onlcr that the newspapers might be informed as 
to the red need scale on which they could be supplied 
with Jl a,\ card from the Government l}rinting Office, a 
circular, calling attentlon thereto, was fonvarclcU to all 
the newspapers in the colony. 

"'!'he rates charged for Jlansw·d are as follows:­
"Booksellers and others taking 12 and under, lcl. 

each; booksellt:Ts and other~ taking over 12, ·~d. e~tch ; 
booksellers and others taking 100 and over. 4s. per 
100: nmvspapers, 2~. vcr 100; subscribers, 3s. for the 
session; and cash sales ld. each." 
Although 8ome hon. gentlemen might think that 
a high price, he considered it sufficiently low. 

Mr. UNJVIACK said he should like to have 
some explanation about the item of £824 for 
waiters and incidentals. 

The COLONIAL TRI~ASURER said that 
sum was for the waiters in the refreshment­
rooms, whom the Government were kind enough 
tu supply free to wait upon hon. members of 
that Committee. The amount was for the pre­
sent large number of members what it was for 
the smaller number last year. The Government 
wgre responsible for the payment of the waiters, 
as they had been ever since he had been a mem­
ber of that House. The waiters were found 
for hon. members, and they had simply to pay 
for their rations. 

Question put and passed. 
CHIEF SECRETARY'S DEPART]!ENT. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. Sir T. 
Mcilwraith) said that the report on immigration 
for the year was only just received by him in 
print; and he had only been promised that day 
the report on the Defence Force. As the Defence 
l<'orce was one of those items upon which 
he wished especially to have the opinion 
of the Committee, and they would need to 
have all the facts before them, he desired 
to postpone the Chief Secretary's :Estimates 
for the present. During the week he would 
have the Agent-General's report on emigration 
ready-,.lso a subject uvon which he wished to 
have the opinion of the Uommittee; and he 
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thought it better to postpone those Estimates 
till those reports were ready to lay on the table 
of the House, which would be in a day or two. 
He moved th::tt the Chief Secret::try's Estimates 
be postponed. 

Question put and passed. 

COLONIAL SECRE'rARY'S Q]'FICE. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY moved that 
the sum of £6,320 be granted for the Colonial 
Secretary's office -salarie::; and contingencies. 
There was :m increase ag::tinst the estimates of 
last year of £685, chiefly caused by the creation 
of a new office- that of the As~istant Under Colo· 
nial Secretary, at a salary of £600 per annum. 
It was found that Mr. Gray-a most admirable 
officer-would be overburdened by performing 
the duties of both offices--that of principal 
Under Secretary, so to speak, and also that of 
Under Culonial :::lecretary. In fact it was 
proved to be absolutely necess<try, for the 
good conduct of the public business, that an 
Assistant Under Secretary should be appointed, 
and that had been done by promoting Mr. 
Ryder, and giving him an increase of sahtry 
of £100 a year. The vacant office had been 
filled hy the appointment of Mr. ·woodcock, 
late police magistrate at Warwick. There 
were two other items showing increases. The 
salary of the telegraph operator and clerk was 
increased from £175 to £200. That officer had 
been in his present position for between nine and 
ten years. It was found advisable to give the 
messenger and office-keeper twelve months' leave 
of absence on full pay. He had been a long 
time in the service of the State, and it was 
almost an act of kindness to allow him that £75. 
There was a small decrease in the matter of 
clerks resulting from thE> new arrangement, 
which effected a saving of £15 per annum. 

Question put and passed. 

REG ISTRAR·G ENERAL. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
the sum of £8,8G8 be gmnted for the llegis­
trar-General's Office, Patents, and l<'riendly 
Societies - salaries and contingencies. Hon. 
members would see that the salary of the 
Registrar-General had been increased by the 
addition of £100 for the Registrar of Patents. 
He was sure any hon. gentleman who had held 
the position of Colonial Secretary, or Attorney­
General, or :Minister of Justice, would know 
that an immense amount of work was cast upon 
the Hegistrar of Patents, and up to the present 
time that gentleman had received no remunera­
tion. He was a capital officer, and was well 
known to members of the Committee. A 
sum of £200 appeared for a photo-lithographer. 
Heretofore that work had been done as occasion 
required, but it had been considered, and recom­
mended by the Registrar-General, that it would 
be a saving to place a fixed sum upon the 
Estimates for that officer. There was a decrease 
of £100 in the item of "Fees to examiners, extra 
clerical assistance, po.,.tage, and contingencie~~" 
for the Patents' branch, o,nd an increase of £25 
in the item '' Extra clerical assistance, postage, 
incidentals, and fuel,'' Ilegistrar-General's 
bmnch. Then there was a sum of £10 put down 
for a messenger for the Friendly Societies' 
branch, The work in that subdivision had 
immensely increased, but a reduction had been 
made of £80 in the item of "Incidental expenses, 
postage, fuel, and rent." The total increase in 
the vote was £355. 

The HoN. SIRS. W. GRIF:FITH asked if the 
Friendly Societies' branch was thoroughly 
organised at present? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not know whether it was differently organised 
from what it was when the hon. gentleman was 
in office ; but he had reason to believe that the 
appointment of another clerk at £150 would 
make the office work more smoothly than hereto­
fore. A great deal of work had been thrown 
upon the shoulders of Mr. Blakeney. 

Mr. SMITH said he understood it was the 
intention of the Government to repeal the Patent 
Act, and in that case the vote could be reduced. 
He thought the Premier had stated his intentions 
to that effect. 

The PREMfER said he spoke very strongly 
against that Act, but did not say he had any 
immediate intention of repealing it. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH said the 
hon. gentleman had spoken very wildly in regard 
to the Patent Act upon a late occasion. But it 
would be a very serious thing for the hon. gentle­
man to repeal the Act. He did not know of any 
country where there was no protection given to 
inventors. The patent laws might be c::tpable of 
amendment, but to wipe them out would be a 
very serious thing. 

The PREMIER said he regretted very much 
that he was not present. when that Act was 
going through the House in 1884. If he 
had been present he did not think it would 
have passed at all. He did not intend to 
wipe that Act out altogether; but he did intend 
to substitute something better for it. The 
present laws did not act as a protection to 
inventors or to introducers of inventions, but 
simply protected monopolists. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIFFITH: There 
must be something radically wrong in their 
administration. The Act was very carefully 
drawn to protect inventions. 

The PREMIER : It was simply a copy of the 
English Act. 

The HoN. SIRS. W. GRIFFITH said it was 
not altogether a copy. The Act had been framed 
to prevent people who were not entitled to 
patents from procuring them. He ht~d not had the 
administering of the patent laws for the last three 
years, but he said that if they were properly 
administered monopolists would haYe no chance 
at all. If the examiners did their duty it was 
more difficult to obtain a patent in Queens­
land than in :England. 

Mr. GROOn1 said he had received several 
letters from officer' of friendly societies com­
plaining of certain charges made by the Registrar· 
General with regard to certain returns. Before 
bringing the matter before the Committee he 
should have liked to have seen the report of the 
Re"istrar of Friendly Societies, because he would 
nob doubt embody in his report the reasons for 
imposing those penalties; but though it was the 
middle of October the report had not yet been 
furnished. 

J\Ir. GANNON said that a great deal of .d!s­
satisfaction existed with regard to the admmJS· 
tration of the Patent Act. He had been 
inundated with letters complaining of the 
trouble in getting patents. He did not know 
whether the administration of the office was at 
fault or not, but it was a matter well worth the 
attention of the Colonial Secretary. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
hoped the report. of the Reg:istmr of Friendly 
Societies would m a short time be ready to be 
laid on the table ; but if the hon. member for 
Toowoomba thought there would not be suffi­
cient time for him to get the information he 
required afterwards, he would furnish it to him 
before the report was laid on the table. With 
regard to the remarks of the hon. member for 



Supply. [15 OcTOBER.] Supply. 653 

Toombul, he would not wish his enemy any more 
unpleasant position than that of Registrar of 
Patents. There were too sides to the question in 
connection with every patent, and the Registrar 
generally got the right side. 

The PREMIER said the fallacy of the law 
was that the Act was supposed to be very 
libeml, and its liberality con,isted in giving a 
patent to the man that claimed it, for a very 
small cost. That was no liberality at all, 
because the Government had to do a certain 
amount of work before a patent could be granted. 
The Government had to examine and find out 
whether the applicant was the inventor of the 
manufacture, in order that the patent might be 
of any use. The fee used to be £25, and formerly 
good information was obtained from experts as 
to whether the invention was a fit subject for a 
patent; but now the fee was only £5, and experts 
could not be employed for that. Thousands of 
applicrttions for patents came in, requiring an 
enormous amount of work; and the consequence 
was that they were not inquired into. By 
chance on one occasion his attention was directed 
to an application, and he was able to stop the 
granting of a patent which would have caused 
the monopoly of a big invention which had been 
known for the last twenty years and was in 
universal use. It was only by using the strongest 
personal influence on the late Treasurer that he 
was able to prevent the granting of the patent. 
As he said a few nights ago, there was nothing 
to prevent him from taking out a pr~tent for the 
coat he had on his back. There was nothing 
special in the way it was made ; but if he 
described it and made an application at the 
office of the Registrar of Patent••, and paid a 
fee of £5, he could get the sole right to manu­
facture that kind of coat in Queensland for four­
teen years. Of course that would not do him 
any good, it would simply prevent others from 
making the same kind of coat. \Vhat was the 
use of a law of that kind? Inventors were not 
protected by it. Those who benefited by it 
were the patent agents who did business all over 
the world, and those for whom they obtained 
monopolies. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH said the 
Premier had shown that he knew nothing about 
the working of the Patent Office or about the 
provisions of the Patent Act. The effect of 
reducing the fee to £5 had been to increase the 
number of applications, also to largely increase 
the revenue of the department, which was now 
a good deal more than sufficient to cover 
expenses. 

The PREMIER : Because they do not make 
the investigations. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH said that 
was a matter he heard with surprise, because the 
investigations required now \Vere more stringent 
than before. He never yet heard that the per­
sons who acted as examiners, and who received 
the same fc'tl as before, performed their duties 
in a less satisfactory way than before; and 
he felt sure that the hem. member was entirely 
wrong. He was probably guilty of the common 
error of hasty generalisation, having heard of 
one or two instances. During his experience as 
Colonial Secret,.,ry a great many applications 
were blocked by the examiner. The provisions 
for blocking contained in the Act were inserted 
in order that people might object to a pcotent 
being granted. Some of them wore provisions not 
in force in :England. Every provision was made 
for preventing the issue of a patent to any­
one unless he was actually the inventor. Hav­
ing had an opportunity of comparing the 
patent law of Queensland with the patent laws 
of the other colonies and of England, he was in 
a position to say that the precautions taken in 

Queensland to prevent persons who were not 
inventors from obtaining pate!Jts were more 
complete than those contained in any other law 
of which he was aware. 

The PREMIER said that while the hon mem­
ber was in power an application had P.as.sed 
through every stage, and the patent wae gomg ~o 
be granted, and he had the greatest trouble m 
preventing the gmnting of the patent. The 
application was for a . patent for :verytlnr:g 
connected with the machmey now bemg used m 
the colony for sinking artesian wells, except the 
engine itself-everything from the crank of the 
engine to the bottom of the hole. That was a 
sample of the applications that were made. The 
fee did not provide enough '"!oney ~or ~he depart­
ment to make the nece.·csary mvest1gatJon; there­
fore they did not make it beyond the £5, and 
such an investigation w~s worthless. In fact, 
patents a-ranted under those circumstances were 
worthies~; and the sooner the public knew it the 
better. The law gave people power to secure 
worthless patents which simply had th~ eff:ct of 
frighten in a- away other men from engagmg m the 
manufact;re which was patented. 

The Ho~. SIR S. W. GRH'FITH: The hon. 
mernber is generalising again. 

The PREMIER said he had given instances. 
Did the hem. member want him to give a score 
of instances? He had administered the depart­
ment for four years, and several cases came under 
his notice. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH said that the 
old Act contained no provision whatever for 
getting information. It was simply one clause 
giving the Government power to grant patents, 
and was very different from the present law. 
The hem. gentleman was clearly not fa;nili':r 
with it ; and it was unfortunate that m h1s 
position he should get up and tell the people who 
had obtained patents that they were not worth 
the paper they were written on. If they were 
obtained by fraud, they were of no value and 
ought to be no value. He did not re'!'ember at 
what particular stage the hon. member mt~rposed 
in the case to which he had referred, but 1t rtmst 
have been before he (Sir. S. W. Griffith) heard 
of it, as naturally the Minister did not hear 
of the preliminary stages. That matter, of 
course, could never have gone thro~1gh under the 
present law, except under these Circumstance~: 
If the invention was not known to anyone m 
the colony and the examiners did not happen 
to know or' have heard anything at all about it. 
That of course, might happen in any country and 
unde;. the best law possible toconceive. A person 
might get a patent for an invention which nobody 
in the colony had ever heard of before ; but that 
could not be altered by any Jaw, and there would 
further have to be added this fact: That 
nobody in the colony took the trouble of 
objecting to it. If all those things occurred the 
Government might be imposed upon, and there 
was no bw yet passed that would prevent t~e 
Government being imposed upon under all Cir­
cumstances. Suppose the patent referred to by 
the hon. gentleman had been granted, what 
harm would have been done? The men who 
were in possPs,;ion of those tools, and us\ng them 
for years would not care two straws aoout the 
patent. They would simply laugh at it and go 
on with their work. 

Mr. ARCHER: It would lead up to a fine 
lawsuit. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH said no 
serious harm would htwe been done. Some 
people would have succeeder] in defrauding the 
Government, but that might happen any day. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: In defraud­
ing the public. 
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The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
dared say the law was defective in some points, 
and where it could possibly be amended was in 
the direction of giving more publicity. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : And more 
money. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIFFI'rH said that 
was another thing altogether, but the hon. 
gentleman was denouncing the Patent Act 
because it produced certain results ; and yet, so 
far as it went, it went further in the direction of 
avoiding· the evil results he spoke of than auy 
other law on the subject of which he was aware. 
To say that more money was wanted £or ad­
ministering the patent laws was a very different 
thing from denouncing them and talking of 
repealing them. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said he quite agreed 
with the proposal to give the Registrar of Patents 
an additional £100 a year, as he thonght that 
officer had earned that consideration There was 
no doubt he was an efficient and conscien­
tious officer, and discharged the duties of his 
office as Registrar of Patents in much more 
than a perfunctory manner. He could not at 
all agree with the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government in the statement he 
made with respect to the facility with which 
applications were rushed into the office and 
patents granted upon those applications. He 
knew the Registrar of Patents made a point of 
carefully examining every applic>ttion, and every 
application was referred to a gentleman sup­
posed to be conversant with the matter in connec­
tion with which the application was made for a 
patent, and he got the best advice that could be 
obtained on the subjeet matter of the application. 
If that information was not as ample as might 
be desired it was not the fault of the Registrar 
of P>ttents or of the law. There could not be a 
doubt that there \vas some ground of complaint 
for the rigidity with which the Registrar of 
Patents applied the law. That officer was 
ce1-tainly not lax in his administr:ttion of it. 
Instances of that had come under his own 
observation while holding the office of Attorney­
General. Tho Registrar had refueed to allow 
certain applications to be registered, and com­
plaints were made to him, as law officer of 
the Government, by the applicants, when 
he found it his duty to uphold the decision 
of the Registrar. One case of the kind had 
reference to an application made for a patent 
for an improvement upon the Be,semer steel 
process. He thought it would be well if the 
Registrar of Patents were to follow as nearly 
as possible the practice observed in Great Britain 
in the registration of patents. It could not be 
contended that they were too lax there, and if 
there was any fault in the administration of the 
law by the Hegistrar of Patents here, it was 
that he was almost too strict in his application of 
the letter of the law to the cases which came 
before him. He should advise the Registrar of 
Patents, in any case where it might be pointed 
out that the practice of the Comptroller of 
Patents in Great Britain was one thing, and 
their law said nothing to the contrary, to follow 
the practice at home in re.c.pect to applications 
made here. 

.Mr. ISAJ\IBEET said that the best wav to 
amend the working of the patent laws was to ~'Si ve 
the exan1iners proper facilities for knoviling \Vhat 
had been invented and what was new. The 
Patent Office should have all possible informa­
tion on the subject, including scientific works 
and records of patents granted. \Vithout nece~­
sary information of that kind they could not 
expect that the examiners could know of the 
existence of every patent which had been granted. 

Question put and passed. 

REGISTRAR Ol!' TITLES. 

The COLONIAL SECEETARY moved that 
the sum of £9,159 be granted for salaries and 
contingencies in connection with the department 
of the Registrar of Titles. It would be noticed 
that in the first item there was an increase in 
salary of £50 put down, and he did not think 
that anyone who knew Mr. Mylne, the Registrar 
of Titles, would begrudge him that small increase. 
He was an admirable officer, and he believed had 
been promised an increase as long as five years 
ago. It must be borne in mind that that was a 
revenue-producing department, and the work 
was increasing yc,w by year. He might also 
mention that Mr. Jiiylne'c; work would be 
i11creased to a considerable extent, owing to his 
having to iHspect, from time to time, district 
offices, which it was proposed to establish at 
Rockhampton and Townsville, in accordance 
with the Act passed by the last Parliament. It 
would be seen that there was an increase in the 
number of clerks required, but they might be 
able to decrease the number in the next Estimate. 
The work of the office was to a certain 
extent increased bv the creation of the district 
offices, but not ·as materially as might be 
supposed. There was a reduction of £470 in 
connection with the items of extra clerical assist­
ance, pm;tage, fuel, anrl. incidentals, a_nd there 
was a new item on account of the creatwn of the 
district offices at Town~ville and Rock ham pton, 
though the whole vote for those branch offices 
was reduced, owing to the fact that provision was 
made for seven months instead of for the whole 
twelve months. It was proposed to open those 
offices on the 1st December, as Mr. Mylne had 
told him that he thought they would be ready 
by that time. He did not think any hon. 
member could find fault with the way in which the 
department of the Registrar of Titles was managed, 
and he hoped. the mem~ers of the Committee 
would see their Wd.y to grant the small increase 
proposed for J'lfr. Jilfylne, as it was well earned, 
and had been promised him for some years past. 

Mr. POVv:ERS said he would like to see that 
vote increased. He presumed it could not be 
increased on the present J£stimates, but if that 
were so an additional sum could be voted on the 
Supplementary Estimates. He found that the 
sum of £3,000 was voted last year for branch 
registration offices at Rockhampton and Towns­
ville. This year there was only £731 asked for 
the district office at Rockharnpton, and £731 for 
the office at Townsville, so that taking it all 
round that was a reduction of £1,530. He drew 
attention to these fact", because he wished to 
point out the desirability of establishing· a local 
re«istration office in the \Vide Bay and Burnett 
di~trict. Th"'re was a larger poiJulation there 
than in the district around Rockhampton. If, 
therefore, it was a benefit to the 40,000 people 
doing business with Rockhampton that they should 
have a local registration office, it would als? be a 
convenience to the 42,000 or 43,000 people m the 
\Vide Bay and Burnett district. If a local office 
for registration would save expense, as he knew 
it would, then he thought the Ministry might 
take it into consideration whether a district office 
should not be established for the convenience of 
the very brge population in the \Vide Bay and 
Burnett diotdct, where there would be as much 
\Vork ns in either Rockhan1pton or Townsvnle. 
He hoped that provision would be made for such 
an office on the Supplementary :Estimates. He was 
not particular whether it was situated at Mary­
borough or Bundaberg, but perhaps as Mary­
borough had the larger population it would be as 
well to establish it there. 

Mr. MURPHY said he would point out to 
the hon. member that very soon Ji!Iaryborough 
and Gympie would be connected with the 
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metropolis, and would be almost a part or suburb 
of Brisbane, but Rockhampton and Townsville 
were much further away. 

Mr. PO\V:ERS said that for the same reason 
Rockhampton and other coastal towns would be 
suburbs of Brisbane, as they would all be con­
nected with the metropolis by the north coast rail­
way. :ii.Iaryborough, however, was not likely to 
become a suburb of Brisbane, and until milway 
communication was obtained he thought they 
were entitled to a branch office at J\1ary borough. 

The COLONIAL S.ECRETARY said pro­
bably the hon. member \1 as aware that the Legis­
lature had not provided for a branch office at 
Maryborough. \Vith regard to the reduction of 
the vote for extra clerical assistance and inci­
dentals from £3,000 to £2,ii30-all he could say 
was that the Estimates had been framed on the 
estimates of the Registrar of Titles hilllself. 
The sum of £3,000 for bmnch offices at Rock­
hampton and Townsville on last Year's Estimates 
was required for special purpos;,,, as was well 
known to the leader of the Opposition. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Yes; it 
was to defray the cost of making copies of all 
deeds. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
was how the money was expended, and of course 
the same outlay was not required this year. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
was going to ask the hon. gentleman what pro­
gress \Vas being made with regard to starting 
those district offices. The preparations hat! 
taken much longer than was anticipated. He 
would suggest that it would be more convenient 
to make a start on the 1st ,T anuary than on the 
1st December, bec~tuse people could very much 
more easily remember a date like the beginning 
of the year than they could the 1st December. 
Although it would not make any difference in the 
first few months, still he thought that in the 
course of years it would be found that it would 
be more convenient to commence on the 1st 
January. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
reason why the lRt December was fixed was th>tt 
it was considered desirable to have those district 
offic:s started as early as possible. The Deputy­
Registrm· had intended to open them at a definite 
period, similar to that mentioned by the hon. 
gentleman, only at an anterior date-namely, 
the beginning of the quarter ; but as a strong 
desir0 had been expressed that they should be 
started at the earliest possible moment, the 1st 
December was fixed upon. He (the Colonial 
Secretary) had, however, no objection to starting 
on the 1st .January, if that was ::tgreeable to the 
people of Hockhampton and Townsville. He 
thought there were reasons in favour of starting 
at a fixed period, such as the beginning 0r 
middle of the year. He might mention that it 
was the intention of the Government in creating 
those new offices to promote from the Brisbane 
office good men, so that not only would good 
men be promoted, but the offices would also have 
a good start. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFl<'ITH said he 
had intended to ask about that. The qnestion 
was a~kcd, when the Bill was going throngh 
Committee, what w,,s to be done with regard to 
the appointment of 1\Ir"ter of Titles in those 
district offices. He did not know whether he 
said so at the time, but it was present to his 
mind afterwards that those Deputy-Registrar;; 
should be men possessed of some legal knowledge 
to enable them to do the work. The Hegistrar 
here was assisted by the Master of Titles, and he 
did not think a purely clerical officer would be 
able to perform the duties of Deputy-Registrar of 
Titles at Rockhampton and Townsville. 

The COLONIAL RECRETARY said he was 
glad the hon. gentleman had mentioned that 
matter, and it would receive the attention of the 
Government. He was perfectly certain, from 
the absolute correctness with which Mr. Mylne 
performed his work, that he would see that the 
gentlemen recommended for the offices ofDeputy­
Hegistrars of Title,; possessed the nece'"ary legal 
knowledf,!;e. 

Mr. REES R. .TONES said he trusted that 
there would be no dehty in opening the office at 
Rockhampton. He was informed on very good 
authority that copin of nearly all the ne"essar_Y 
documcnto wer'' readv to be sent there, and It 
would be a great inconvenience to the inhabitants 
of Rockhampton to delay starting the office. 

Question put and passed. 

POLICE. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
there be granted, for the service of the year 
1888-B, the sum of £14(),480, for salaries and 
contingencies in connection with the police. 
Though there were some alteration in detail yet 
there was no material alteration bc'tween the 
present vote and that of last year, or even the 
vote of the precerling year-188G-7. It might 
fairly be conceded that in such a growing conntry 
as C..lueensland that vote should grow ton. 
There was no doubt that with the sum at 
present voted it wa" very hard work to provide 
for the varying and incrca.sing requirernents of 
the colony. If the vote for the last two years 
was not too much it would not be considered 
that the amount ,.,,ked fm on the present occa­
sion \\"as in any way excessive. There had been 
a reduction in smne items and an increase in 
others. The Executive salaries remained exactly 
the same as they were last year. In contingen­
cies there were some alterations, which made 
up the difference between that vote and the 
amount granted htst year. In the burial 
of paupers there was a reduction, as also in 
the items "Jt_,ees for exmnining lunatics," and 
"J\fedicnl attendance and medicines." The 
reason of that was that the amount voted last year 
was not required, and it was no ut:le asking for 
money which would not be spent. On the other 
hand, in the item "Rep>1irs and general eontin­
gencies," there was an increase of £1,000, as the 
sum of £3,000 voted last year was insufficient. 
£3,000 would be insufficient, and the insufficiency 
of a vote dealing with repairs simply meant that 
the repairs mu't wait and when made cost a 
great c1eal more. For forage expenses there was 
an increase of £1,000. They knew how the 
price of forage had gone up during the last 
twelve months, and when there were so many 
increases in the st.1tions in the interior that 
increasecl cost would to some extent be accounted 
for by increased carriage. There was also an 
increase in the allowances in lieu of rations, and 
the same reasons that applied to the preceding 
item were equally applicable to that. On the 
whole Estimate there was an increase of £1 ,2iSO, 
and no one who understood the position of the 
colony would say that that estimate was in any 
way excer;si ve. 

}fr. HUNTER s.lid there wets one little item 
he wished to speak of in connection with police 
expenditure. i-\t Geoisoto\vn there \Vere t\vo 
distinct departments-the black and white police 
-and the people of that di,trict complained 
bitterly of th,c number of police kept abont that 
district. _._t\_t one cmnp where there were two 
policemen stationed, he could honestly say all the 
people living about it were one pnblican >md four 
otherrnen. Then, again, there were alargernnnber 
of black troopers kept at Georgetown. They were 
supposed to be kept to prevent invasions of wild 
blacks, but the blacks were not at all dangerous 
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in that district at the present time, and the men 
stationed there were entirely useless and very ex­
pensive. The white police were in exactly the 
same position. The Colonial Secretary had re­
ferred to the cost of carriag-e in the district, and 
he would point out that the only work in which 
the polirA were engaged wa~ in escorting- from 
Georgetown tfJ Nor1na.nton. The station for the 
police was at Genrgetown. 'l'he c:trriage for the 
materinJ they consumed cost £21 per ton to 
Croydon, and he believed about another £21 on to 
Georgetown, so that it was really like carrying 
coals to Newcastle. The people complained very 
much in reference to having the police stationed 
atGeorgetown-which wasaboutthe quietest town 
in all Queensland-andhe thought the cmnp should 
he removed to Normanton; or if it was removed 
to Croydon the police would be very useful there. 
The people had certainly been complaining for 
some time about the cost of keeping the black 
police crtmp at Georgetown. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
was the first occasion on which he remembered 
to have he,rd the member for a district ask for 
the removal of police from his district. As a 
rule it was exactly the other way. Now, with 
respect to the black police camp being stationed 
at Georgetown, and being used for escort pur­
poses, all he knew was that that district had 
been in charge of one of the most capable outside 
inspectors in the service, Mr. Douglas, who had 
done his work faithfully and well, and shown 
great energy in carrying out some very difficult 
duties. He had had most to do with the open­
ing- up of the Croydon Goldfield, and had given 
great satisfaction to the department. No recom­
mendation had come in from Mr. Douglas for 
dealing with the police, as had been suggested by 
the hon. member for Burke, nor to his knowledge 
had any application been made from the residents 
of the district to have such an alteration made. 
Of course, if such >m application had been made 
it would have been considered, because it would 
be a great relief to anyone having to administer 
the police department to have a number of 
troopers and white police set free, so that they 
might be allotted to other districts that were 
inquiring for their services every day. 

Mr. HUNTER said when he was in Georgetown 
a petition was going round, numerously signed, 
requesting the Government to remove the 
station. The movement was not a new one by 
any means. 

Mr. P ALMER said the remarks made by the 
member for Burke with reference to the police 
at Georgetown were not justified. The police 
made Georgetown the starting point and went 
hundreds of miles towards the Mitchell, where 
the blacks were in very large numbers and had 
proved most troublesome to the settlers. The 
police were not stationed there for the protection 
of Georgetown, b\lt for the surrounding districts 
which had been endangered for many years by 
the blacks. The Colonial Secretary had compli­
mented the department on there being only 
an increase of £1,250, and he thought the 
hon. gentleman might very safely do that. 
It was a matter of congr:ttulation that in 
a new country like this the police force 
had not to be more largely incrc<ese<l, but 
he would point out one item by which the 
force might be still further incre<esed without 
adding to the cost-that was, in the matter of 
horses. There was one continual complaint that 
there were not sufficient horses. The horses that 
the police had were old and worn out, and on 
several occasions he had been asked to represent 
the matter to the department. Each man had 
only one horse, whereas if they had two, 
or three, or four, the men would be kept 
continually employed. The amount of £2,500 

for horses might be sufficient, but he thought 
that a slightly increased expenditure would 
practically secure double the police protection 
now afforded in the outside districts. He 
could assure the Colnni"'l S;,cretary that the 
complaint was not a needless one. He had seen 
many of the men idle and useless for want of 
proper horses, and he knew tlmt sbttion-owners 
and private individuals had frequently to lend 
horses to the police, who were sadly handicapped 
for the want of sufficient horseflesh. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he could corrobo­
rate the remarks of the hon. member as to the 
want of horses. Very frequently a report came 
in of a black outrage, and the horses being 
unshod and unfit for work it was quite a week 
before they could start off. The police then got 
on to a camp of blacks who had had nothing to 
do with the outrage, but who were needlessly 
punished becausP the police had to punish some­
body. With regard to the removal of the station 
from Georgetown, his hon. colleague, Mr. Hunter, 
must have better information than he had. He 
certainly heard for the first time that it was the 
desire of the people that the police should be 
removed. He was pleased to hear the Colonial 
Secretary pay such a deserved compliment to the 
officer in charge of the station at Georgetown. 
He was a most admirable officer, and he trusted, 
now the central point of the district had been 
removed toN ormanton, that proper and adequate 
accommodation would be provided for that 
officer. vVith regard to the hoNe business, there 
was not the slightest doubt that the expense and 
usefulness of the police was nullified to a large 
extent by the misem ble screws that were drafted 
off to the outside districts. They saw police­
men in Brisban8 mounted on fine, well-groomed 
horses, which it must be a pleasure to ride, 
but in the outside districts, such as he and 
the hon. member for C>trpentaria were familiar 
with, they would see apparently all the aged, 
broken-down quadrupeds in the service drafted 
there for the use of the men. Celerity was the 
great point in pursuing natives after an outra~e ; 
but he could "'ssure the Committee that he had 
had an outrage reported to him as warden at 
Georg·etown ; he had gone out with an ordedy to 
the place where the murder was committed and 
returned and found the native police still in 
qu>trters, simply because they had not proper 
cattle to enable them to go out and do their duty. 

Mr. REES R. JONES said he had noticed 
several times in the Brisbane newspapers items 
of news to this effect:-" vVe have been informed 
by the Commissioner of Police" that a man had 
broken his leg, or fallen from his horse "'nd been 
killed. He should like to know if that was an 
additional charge upon the Police Department. 
Did the Commissioner get that information from 
the police in various quarters of the country at 
the country's expem;e? 

The COLONIAL SEGRETARY said he 
believed the telegrams referred to by the hon. 
gentleman were transmitted on Her Majesty's 
ser-vice; therefore, it was not nece~sary to put 
a sum on the Estim>ttes to provide for them. 
vVith regard to the p>lllcity in the supply of 
horses, and their bad quality, it must be re­
membered that for the last two, three, or four 
years they had suffered from very bad seasons, 
and the cost of forage had been so great that. he 
could easily under taml horses in the dutncts 
least favoured by Providence being in very poor 
condition. The cost of forage had been enormous. 
With respect to the purchase of horses, he was 
informed by the Commissioner that whenever 
they could be obtained near the locality where 
they were required they were bought there, but it 
often happened that suitable horses could not be 
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obtained near the stations, and in that case they 
were bought at the nearest point possible and 
sent out. 

Mr. HYNE said he believed the system, 
unless it had been changed very recently, was 
to buy horsec; for the outside districts in Brisbane 
and send them out there. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I am told 
it is not so. 

Mr. HYNE said he had been rerruested to ask 
whether that was the practice. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
not gone very minutely into the rrne,tion, and 
could only rely upon the information he received 
from the responsible head of the department in 
answering the rruestion. He was informed that 
the custom had been to purchase suitable horses 
at the nearest possible point to where they were 
recruired. 

Mr. NORTON said, while on the subject he 
wished to call the attention of the Colonial 
Secretary to the necessity for str~tioning police at 
Calliope. He did not sn,y that was necessn,ry in 
conserr uence of occurrences that had taken plac'' 
there lately, but becr~use there had been a ln,rge 
increase in the population settled in the neigh­
bourhood. The mining· population had very 
largely increased ; large qua.rtz"crushing pla,nts 
were being erected which would not be put up 
unless there was likely to be a considerable 
accession of miners ; and a., he understood that 
there would be no great difficulty in arranging 
the matter, he hoped it would be done. 

The COID:-HAL SECRETARY said, ifthe 
hon. gentleman woulrl only write a note to his 
office, if there was a policeman available he 
would be sent to Calliope. 

Mr. ANKEAR said he wished to call the 
attention of the Colonial Secretary to the 
number of police stationed at Rorna. If he 
would inquire into the matter he would find 
thn,t there were plenty there to send to the 
district of Port Curtis. He was n,t Roma 
about twelve munths ago, when Sub-inspec­
tor Durham was in charge there, and being 
struck with the cruietness of the place one moon­
light night, he asked a constable what wn,s the 
number of the police stn,tioned in the town. The 
reply was 13 men n,nd 1 inspector. Now, 
Roma was only a villag·e compared to some of the 
towns of the colony. He wn,s at lVIaryborongh 
some few weeks afterw,uds, and asked InSDector 
Lloyd how many police he had at that time 
avn,ilable for duty in that town. His answer 
was that 4 men was the utmost force he had 
to do duty in that pbce at that time, and 2 
of them were then out of town 50 miles 
away on important duty. He therefore thought 
Roma must be very much over-manned. He 
did not claim an extra number of police for 
JIIIn,ryborough ; 4, he believed, were crnite suffi­
cient, on account of the orderly nature of the 
people there, hut still it was a very large district. 
Inspector Llnyd had charge of BundnlJerg, the 
Bnrnett, Eidsvold, Gym pie, and yet, should any­
thing have arisen in Maryborough at the time he 
spoke of, that officer wnuld only have hod 2 
men to rely on. On the other hnnd, they had 
13 n,t Rorna. He thong·ht that was a waste 
of public money. There could not be work for 
that number of men to do in Roma, or lOO miles 
away, becrmse if they went to :VIitchell, Dulby. 
dill~, or Charleville, they would find policemen 
stn,twned n,t each of those places. He thought, 
if the Colonial Secretary would look into the 
matter, he would see that it was wasteful expen­
diture to keep such a large number of men in a 
quiet little village like Homa. 

1888-2 T 

Mr. PAUL said he thought the hon. member 
for lV1aryborough mnst have been in Roma 
under somewhat similar conditions to those 
which occurred there many years ago, when 
nearly the whole Police Force was concentrated 
there. 1'he Commis,·ioner of Police, 4 or 5 
inspectors and sub-inspectors, sergeants and 
troopers of all descriptions were there on 
duty at that time trying to catch that ubi­
qnitons man called "The wild Scotch man." 
He thonght when the hon. member for Mary­
borough was there there must have been some 
cause for the concentration of the number of 
thE' police there that he had mentioned, because 
he C~.Tr. Paul) was an old resident of Roma, and 
had been there very recently, and he wn,s per­
fectly certain that there was nothing like the 
force .-tationed there that the hon. member had 
stated. 'With regard to the remarks of the hon. 
the junior member for Burke as to the large 
number of police stationed about Georgetown, 
he might say that he (Mr. Paul) was there about 
twelve months ago, and he was perfectly surprised 
when he was asked : "Are you not armed?" He 
said: "\Vhy should I be anned ?" The reply was, 
'' Becn,use of the blacks ; they are very bad." He 
said, "Blacks bad after twenty-three years of 
settlement?" The answer was, " Yes, they are 
bad all over the country." He could quite 
understn,nd why they were so bad there. It 
was because they had such secure retreats in 
the lava country and extensive scrubs that 
it was exceedingly difficult to track them. 
Therefore they had >tlways been bad about there, 
and if the nn,ti ve police were removed from that 
district there would simply be a repetition of that 
which had caused the fornution of the native 
police-namely, attacks and reprisals between 
the blacks and the settlers. Something ought to 
be done by the Government for rationing the 
blacks in those districts, seeing that they had 
taken all their best country from them. He was 
surprised to read in the Co·urier a short time ago 
a most exaggerated account of the way in which 
the blacks were treated. It was said--

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
rruestion of the blacks cn,me on under another 
vote. 

Mr. LITTLE said he was pleased to hear the 
hem. member for Leichhardt refer to the blacks. 
It was well known how very bad the blacks were 
in his district before 1881. In that year the then 
Colonial Secretary visited the district, and on his 
return a sum of money, amounting to only £60 
a year, was voted for the amelioration of the con­
dition of the bbcks. Two tribeC> were brought in 
by some of the residents, and since then neither 
man nor beast h"d been molested by them. But 
there were five other tribes there yet to be brought 
in. He had promi'led his constituents that he 
would endeavour to influence the Government to 
do something for those five tribes. They had taken 
the homes and lands of the blacks, and it was 
only fair and just that they should do something 
for them. \Vhen a boy in Brisbane forty years 
ago he had seen hundreds and hundreds of 
blacks. During the bst four months he had 
only seen three black women, two picaninnies, 
and two black men. ·where had they n,ll gone? 
He fully endorsed the action of the Govern­
ment in connection with the native police, 
because they kept the aborigines in subjection. 
Remove them, and the depredations would at 
once begin ag,tin. He was prepared to assist 
to bring those people in, and there were many 
others who would be glad to take part in the 
work. He had never injured a blackfellow, 
although they had cost him thousands of pounds, 
and he had never allowed a man in his employ 
to do so. He hoped the matter would be taken up 
by the Government, and a short Bill dealing with 
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it passed through Parliament that session. He 
would himself go to the blacks' camps and help 
to bring them in, and the residents in those 
districts would only be too glad to help. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
discussion on the blncks he~cl better he taken on 
e~nother item of the J;;stimntes. 

Mr. UNMACK se~id he he~d no desire to object 
to the total sum asked for, but it was certain that 
next yeUJr\; Estimates would h::we to be very con­
siderably increased. In his capacity as chairman 
of the Civil Service Comrni"ion he h,td sent out 
confidential circnlars to the men of the Police 
Force, and he had been quite unprepe~red for the 
voluminous correspond< nee which lucd come in 
in reply. They seemed to have taken up the 
matter most earnestly. He die! not wish to pre­
judge the case. He was only giving the impres­
sion convoyed by those letters when he ,,,,id that 
they seen1ed to be suffering· such serious grievances 
that it was a wonder to him they had sutfered 
so long. There were many things they com­
plained of, two or three of which he might 
n1ention. 

The COLONIAL SECRET.'I.RY: The qnc'<­
tion is suiJ ,indice. 

Mr. UNMACK said that perhaps he hatl 
better say no more on that question at present. 
He would merely call attention now to this vote 
for forage-£8,000-which was 'm increase of 
£1.000 on the amount voted last Yl",tr. ·with the 
increased tariff he did not thil1k it would be 
sufficient. 

Mr. DUNS:VIURE said he wished to inform 
the hon. member for l'IIaryborongh that Ronm 
was not a <;mall village, as he cCLlled it, but a 
place of considerable importance. It was the 
centre of a very large district, and a place where 
the Supreme Court and the District Court held 
their sittings. No doubt there were more police 
in Roma than in the other pl,tces named by the 
hon. member, but there were not more than were 
required for :t place which was the gaol for the' 
whole of the \Vestern district. 

lVIr. ANNEAR said that according to the 
official sbttement there were 13 policemen at 
Ror11a no\v. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sCLid that at 
the preseut time the number was 10, or even less. 

Mr. ANNEA.R said that tlmt number was six 
too many. There were policemen at JYiitchell, 
Dulbydilla, and Ch,wleville, and how could Roma 
be the depot for those places? 

Mr. SALKELD said that last year there was 
£250 voted for allowances to witnesses e~ttencling 
conrtB of petty se,sions, whereas this year the 
item was omitted. \Vhat was the reason for 
the omission? 

Mr. GANNON said he wished to ea!! the 
Colonial Secretary's attention to the ridiculously 
low salaries paid to a section of the force that 
should be well looked after-the detectives. 
Their salaries started at· £HO and went up to 
£200 a year. Those men he~cl very hard work to 
perform. 

:Mr. SALKELD said he wished to call atten­
tion to the fact that this year there were no 
allowances to witnesses attending courts of petty 
sessions, while last year there was a sum of £250. 

The COLONIAL SECR};TARY sttid that he 
might tell the hon. gentleman that the sum voted 
previously was not nettrly sufficient, and so the 
vote was allowed to lapse. It would require 
£2,000 or £3,000 if all witncbSes were to be paid; 
and as the sum voted was quite insufficient, it 
was thought better to omit it altogether and pay 
nobody. The voting of £250 year after year was 
simply a farce. 

Mr. BARLO\V said he was quite aware that 
that was a very large question, He had been 
specially requested during his election campaign 
to bring that matter forward. A u:cse of very 
great hardship had come under his notice in the 
police conrt a,t Ipswich-arising frmn the non­
pa:~nnent of a witue~R in f"t en se heard by '' <LY of 
preliminary investigation. He quite agreed with 
the Colonial Sc~retary th,\t a very large sum of 
money would be required to pay nil witnessm; at 
courts of potty sessions, but still they rmi<1 jury­
lncn, and it wtts a gre:tt hnrdship that wituePseR 
were not paid too. He di,]nnt exactly see how 
the matter was to be faced, but he trusted it 
would receiYe attention at an early date. 

Mr. GLAS:.EY sctid he should like to draw 
attention to the salary of the Commissioner-or 
rather to the fact that there was set down a sum 
of £200 in lien of residence for that geHtleman. 
Of cnur:-;e, tha.t nn1onnt wa,R on last year's 
Estimates also, but surely £000 was a brg·e 
salary for the Commissioner to receive, particu­
larly at a time when almost everything the people 
uRed was being taxed ; and seeing there were so 
many ]Jeople in that department paid at n very 
low 'rate, he thought tlw item was excessive, 
and that out of £700 he could find a residence 
for himself. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
Commissioner for Police was a very old officer in 
the Govertnnent service, and for many years 
past he had been furnished with a residence ; 
but he had been deprived of that residence, 
which was given over to the Commandant of the 
Defence Yorcc, and it was thought unfair by 
the Government for the time being that, because 
the house and its surroundings were required for 
Defence Force purposes, he should lose part of 
his emoluments, because it practically was a loss 
of emoluments. He did not think that £200 was 
too n1nch, because the house 'vas ft very good 
one, and to make up for the !oH of that resi­
dence the £200 was allowed. 

Mr. SA YEllS said he wished to call the atten· 
tion of the Coloninl Secretary to the fact that the 
nu1nber of police in Charter8 Towers was insuffi­
cient. In the report furnished by the Commis­
sioner for Police last year the number of police 
there was set do'ivn as 10. A.t 1)resent there vvere 
an inspector, n lockup-keGper, a senior-constable. 
and 3 or 4 men. At times, especially 
during raf'~ n1eeting..::, the 1nen were often on 
duty twelve and fourteen hours a day ; and 
when they had to work in that way ~hey 
could hardly be expectecl to do their work 
properly. If the Colonial Secretary would 
only look at the number of police at Towns· 
ville and Rockhampton, where the popula­
tion was n,bout the same, he would find there 
was a great discrepancy. Those men suffered 
great harclshir,s. He had seen a man go into the 
police court, and in his evidence 'ay that he had 
been on duty the previous night, and then he had 
his duty during the clay to perform .. In a c~imate 
such as they had at Charters Towers 1t was Impos­
sible for him to go on next night and do clnty. 
Although there httd been very few complaints 
made, he thought they should increase the 
number of police at Charters Towers. He 
believed the police there did their duty very 
well, and to his knowletlg-e there betel been only 
two con1plaint:-; n1ade, but Rnrnetin1es troopt'll'R 
had to "'" ant after some cnttle-stealers, and the 
town"~"'' left with a very small number of police 
to Datrol. CertCLinly there was no need except 
w1len there were str.ange characters in the to,vn, 
but they had to p>cracle the streets, and the town 
extcnrlecl over a large area. He hoped the 
Colonial Secretary would look into the matter, 
and give them a couple more men. 
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
was very happy to hear the hem. member for 
Charters Towers pay a deserved compliment to 
the people of Charters Towers. :From wh,tt the 
hon. gentleman had said, there was no immediate 
necessity for incre,c;sing the police stationed 
there, as even under extraorllina.ry circurnRtance:-3 
the inlmbitants belmved remarl{;cbly well. He 
\Vas sure the U-overntnent, in cftse of any 
~n1ergency, such as a. raco lYlC'l~ting, wonltl 
Increase the nnruber, and every effort, he \va.,:.; 
sure, had been made by the Police Department 
to meet the wants of the people. 

Mr. SA YERS said he thought the Colonial 
Secretary hardly undcre;tood him. Charters 
Towers covered a large area, and two 1 l0licen1en 
coul~ not afford a sufficient rtmount of protection 
at mght. That wrts all the police protection 
that had been available for weeks and weeks at 
nights. The town consistecl of a p:reat number 
of streets, and those two policemen had always to 
keep within hail of each other. He knew there 
had been complaints that the pnlice were never 
seen in certain districts, but it was impossible for 
it to be otherwise with the small number of men 
there were. 

The COLONIAL Sl~CRETAICY said, when 
the hem. member assured him that there was 
good cause for incrensing the Police }corce rtt 
Charters Towers, nncl the police were available, 
his reC[UP't would be attended to. If any neces­
sity arose, the matter would be looked into at 
once. 

Mr. BUCKLAN'D said he wished to draw the 
attention of the Colonial Secretary to the neceo­
sity that existed for increasing the. police protec­
tion in the sulmrbs, more especially upon Sun­
clays. He hr.cl mentioned the matter before when 
the Estimates .were going through, and hac! not 
seen that any improvement had taken place up 
to the present. On th~ Ipswich, Logan, and 
Cleveland roads, and all round the citv, the 
population had considerably increas:'d, and there 
was no n1ore polir.r~ protection than there wa,s 
two or three years ago. 'rhere had been a great 
increase in the ::unount of £urions driviwr and 
ridin!l' e':ery Sunday, and in many instan~es of 
batlung In a nude ::>tate close to nw,in thorough­
fares. He hoped those matters would recehe 
attention, and that the main thoroughfares would 
be patrolled by mounted police, as was promi,;ed 
last year. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said they 
could not make a pint measure hold mol'e than a 
pint, and they could not do everything with the 
number of men at their dispnsal. _\_ll that 
could be done with the police available would 
be clone in the direction the hon. member wished. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRLF:FITH said there 
had been some serious comphcints made as to the 
treatment of blacks by the police in theN orthern 
districts, and no doubt the hon. gentleman had 
seen them. He did not know what was beina 
done at present; but terrible statement.s had 
bee.n made as to the way in which the native 
police had conducted thenT"eln~. He never 
believed nll those stories ; but it wns r-os \V ell th::tt 
they shoultl be contradicted. He could not o"il'e 
the details of any caoe ; but the rofe.~rc' l 
to were said to ha,vu taken vlacc Cail'n;-; 
and Georgetown. _j_\rrangmuent" \VGJ'e being 
made when his Gl)Vernrnent were in office to 
break up the native polic"'"• r,ud attach bbck 
trackers to the white police cctmJJs. Did the 
hon. gentleman know how many stations there 
were of native police? · 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY baid, in 
regard to the first part of the hon. member's 
speech, he might say that it wets ntterlv impo • 
sible for him to answer any" indefinite charge that 

might be made as to any outrages. If the hon. 
member would mention any particular case he 
would guarantee that it would be inquired into. 
He could assure the hon. member that if outrages 
bad been committed, as rumour said they had 
b(·cn, a thorough invP-stigation should be n1ade, 
anr! prompt J•tmishrnent should follow. The 
Commissioner of Police informed him that he had 
heard of none. \Vith regard to the employment 
of native police, the system commenced by the 
hon. gent1mna.n wad lJeing c:::trried out, and the 
black police stations would be broken up. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRI:Fl<'ITH : How 
many native police stations are there now? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have no 
informr~tion bevond that in the return furnished 
to the Cmmnittee, except there is now one near 
\Vindorah. 

TheHoN.SmS. W. GRI:F:FITHsaidthenative 
police stations were to have been broken up and 
replaced by white police, with trackers attached, 
so that the system mHler which a body of native 
police should go out with only one white man 
should be clone away with. That old system gave 
rise to, if not seriotm irregularities :tnd outrages, n..t 
any rate to danger. By the nHmsure he hrtll sng­
gestecl the native police stations with only one 
white lllflll in charge could be done aw:1y with. 
Thoy could not shut their eyes to the fact that the 
colony lmd drawn upon itself great disgrace in the 
eyes of the civilised world through the actions of 
the native police. He had never assisted in the 
circulation of those storieil, and believed that 
every Government that bad been in power had 
been equally desirous of preventing any of those 
abuse' which it had been said had occurred. 
He hoped, now the hon. g·entleman had taken the 
police thoroughly in hand, there would be no 
fmther recurrencl'l of those charges brought 
againht Governn1ents in the past. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said that up 
to the prewnt time it had not come to his know­
lodge that any outrage had been inflicted upon the 
alJoriginal races of the colon:v. Should an V come 
under his notice, or under that of any member of 
the Government, inC[uiry would be made, and if 
there were offenders the punishment would be 
5harp and short. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he might call the 
recollection of the Colonial Secretary to a case 
that occunecl not long- ai-(O in theN ormanton dis­
trict, where it was well known that a detach­
ment of native police went out in charge of the 
camp-keeper, and there was not the slightest 
doubt, although legal evidence could not be pro­
duced, that there were several blacks shot clown 
upon that occasion. In fact, the Government took 
snch notice of the matter that the officer in 
charge of the station was removed. It was 
also a fact that when ft sergeant of police or 
a senior-sergeant gc•t into difiiculty in Brisbane 
he was removed to one of the outside districts. 
That struck him as being very inexpedient. A 
ser?-{eant or senior~s:ergeant of police was a very 
important official in a small town, and had the 
power of i11terfering very much with the comfort 
and the liberty of the residents. It would be 
better to kee1Jthe1n in th<~ place where the error was 
conn11itted, so that they 1night he rnore nnder the 
supervision of thei1· officers and fellow-constables, 
and their power to do evil would be limited. 
Ho wonlcl also call the attention of the Colonial 
Se(;retary to R ~ingular case that occurred in 
the Brisbane police court the other day, where 
a charge was 1nade against a wmnan of 
using obscene lan[(mLge, and although the person 
had been let out of the loc:kup on the day 
following that upon which the chrtrge was first 
made, some three weeks afterwards she was 
brought up agttin and fined, :md a counter charge 
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was brought against the constable. The case 
deserved inquiry. He did not see why it should 
be taken as a matter of course that a constable's 
evidence was more worthy of credence than that 
of other im!ivichmls. 

The COLO="IAL SECJmTARY said that 
with regard to the first case mentioned by the 
hon. member for Bmke, the incident occurred 
during the regime of the late Government; and 
Sub-inspector Poingdestre's co11duct was pro­
bably inqnired into by tlwm. "With rpg,ud 
to the large question raised in the last 
part of his remarke, he was not inclined 
to disagree with him. He thought that con­
siderably more credence was in the habit of 
been given to constables in the witness box than 
to ordinary individuals by th@ Police Magistl'ate 
in Brisbane. vVith regard to the number of 
native trackers, he had a list showing that 
though provision '?as made for 200 only Uii 
were employed. As a rule the number of 
trackers in charge of one \vhite man ·was very 
Hmall, but in several places in the extreme North 
the numbers in charge of one white man 
ranged from four to nine. He agreed with the 
leader of the Opposition that if punishment 
ha<l to he inflicted on the blacks, responsible 
officers should be in charge, so that if anything 
improper took place or any wrong were com­
mitted evidence might be obtained. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIJi'FITH said the 
numbers given by the Colonial Secretary showed 
that at several stations there were a good many 
more native police than was intended by the late 
Governrnent when they gave instructions for a 
reorgani-..;-ttion of the :::;yt:~teru. It w :ts evident that 
the instructions had not been carried out; and 
he hoped the hem. member would take the matter 
in hand. He was aware that the force of passive 
resistance W::ts opposed to any atternpt at reforrn 
in the matter, but he believed the Colonial Secre­
t:Lry had sufficient energy to overcome any 
passive resistance that might be offered. The 
hon, member for Burke hCtd referred to a case 
showing a serious defect in the ndrninistration of 
what rr;ight be called the punitive bmuch of the 
Police Force. A person was charged with an 
offence and discharged; then, that person was 
again brought up after a lapse of several 
weeks and fresh evidence was forthcoming, 
which, in the nature of things, was highly 
improbable. Having had some experience of 
weighing evidence, he might say that he 
thought the preponderance of evidence was 
strongly against the prosecutor in that case. 
Another instance occurred not long ago in which 
a great ,._ant of discretion was shown. A charge 
was made in a newspaper that a serious capital 
offence had been committed. vVithout any 
communication with the person on whom the 
offence was said to have been committed, a 
person was arrested and preliminary evidence 
taken. The principal person concerned was not 
examined for some time; and when at last that 
person was examined it was found that there 
was no foundation whatever for the charge, and 
the only result of that extremely ill-advised 
prosecution was to injure the reputation of 
a woman. A case of that kind should 
never have occurred, and it was a disgraceful 
scandal on the Police :Force that such a thing 
should occur. It was all verY well for news­
papers to publish sensational reports, but if the 
person made no complaint and there was no 
rP;tson to suppose there was any collusion or any 
attempt to suppress evidence, it was entirely 
wrong of the police to take proceedings which 
would needlessly injure a person's reputation. 
He hoped the Colonial Secretary would take the 
matter in hand. He might say that, dul"ing the 
whole of his experience since he had been 

in the Assembly, he had not been more shocked 
than by the two instances to "which he had 
just referred. Before he sat down he wished 
to ask the Colonial Secretary how many second­
cla~s Ruh-inspectorR there \VETe? ~Chough twel vc 
had been Ret dlnvn on the ~EstinuLte.s for numy 
years, he believed there \Vere not so 1nany 
actually employe<l. \Vhen in office he had 
frequer1tly been a'ked to recommend his col­
Jeagne to a,ppoint an :ttdditionnJ ~ub-inspector, hut 
he had a! ways been told l1y the Cormnihsioner of 
Police that there were quite enough already, 
and there was no need to appoint any more. He 
understood that the number on the Estimates was 
to be reduced to the number actually required. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
number of second-cbss sub-inspectors was only 
ten. He might possibly lw considered guilty 
of a dodge, because he intended to apply 
the salariec; provided for two other sub-in­
spectors to putting on more policemen. Tl~ey 
could do better with more policemen than wrth 
more sub-inspectors, because, and he believed 
hon. 1nen1bors \voulcl agree with hin1, the force 
was fully officered already. The number of 
second-class sub-inspectors had been increased 
from eight to ten by the appointment of Senior­
Sergeant l\Iathers, of Towusville, and Senior­
Serg·eant Driscoll, of Ipswich, to that rank. 
Both of them were excellent men, who had done 
good service, and their appointment would show 
others that they had an opportunity of rising 
from the ranks. vVith regard to the cases refened 
to by the leader of the Oj>position and the hon. 
member for Bmke, he thought it was quite right 
that the attention of the Committee should be 
called to those terrible 1 lunders, which were over 
and over again committed by the police. A 
terrible blunder was committed in connection 
with that horrible murdei' near Gladstone. 

The HoN. Sm 8. W. GRIFFITH: Who 
knowR? 

The COLONIAL SECRETAltY s:1id a 
terrible blunder was committed as far as the 
police were concerned. The policfl-sergeant 
there set himself to get drunk immediately he 
found the crime ha<! been committed. He was 
mrn- that officer was not dealt with so sharply at 
the time as he had been dealt with since. V\'hen­
ever a crime wa' committed, there was apparently 
a great desire on the part of the police to fasten it 
on somebody--the first one they C<mld get hold 
of-and the sooner that sort of thing was checked 
the better. 

Mr. GAKKON said he noticed the item for 
rations for nati ''e trackers was put down at 
£G,OOO. That seemed a large amount for 200 
men. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: It appears 
there are only ninety-five. 

Mr. GAKKON said that if there were 200 it 
would be equal to £30 a year, and they could get 
white men to work for about half that in the 
interior. There was something radically wrong 
in the vote. 

The COLONIAL SECR:I<~TARY said he had 
inquired very carefully into that matter. He 
fonnd that the vote applied, in addition to the 
trackers, of whon1 there \Vere ninety-four, or 
something approaching that number, to those 
employed in escort duty. He had had the 
figures made out, and he found that the native 
police spent considerably more than the Estimate 
showed. He thought, with the hon. member for 
Toombnl, that £G,OOO<a year to supply even 200 
trackers was too mnch altogether, but when he 
had the fig-ures before him he found that the 
native police cost nea_rly £12,000 a year, 
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Mr. GANNON said the amount could be 
easily reduced. 'It was too much aHogether and 
might ettsil} be reduced by £2,000. He hoped 
the Coloninl Secretary would go into the rntttter 
thoroughly once more and see if he coulcl not 
reduce the item. 

Mr. P ALMER said he noticed the vote for 
gold escort expenses had been increase<! from 
£GOO to £1,000, tend he did not know whether 
the Colonhtl Secretary was aware that the 
old-fttshioned system of gold esc<)rt, with one 
tracker to each packhorse, still prevailed. The 
packhorses were loaded with as much gold 
as they conlrl carry, and while they were going 
through the bush they had a tmcker to each 
packhorse, anrl yet when they arrived at a town 
or se<> port the whole of the gold was given 
into the charge of one constttble to be taken 
on board the stearner. That old-fashioned 
systen1 nf gold e.-;cort was a rnm;t expensive one, 
especially when they took into consideration the 
cost of forage which would be l<trgely increased 
now by the additional taxation which the 
Darling Downs farmers had been able to carry 
out. That old system should cea,e, ancl the 
system of carriage of gold by coach should be 
adopted. He believed Cobb and Co. were 
willing to contract for the work, and could do it 
at half the expense of the [Jre,;ent system. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said that that matter 
had come under his notice while he was Thlinister 
for J\!Iines, and he believed the gold escort work 
was now done bv Cobb and Co. The old svstern 
was very extraVag:-tnt, nnd involved the lnaxi­
mum charge \Vith the Ininirunrn of accornrrh)(la­
tion to the public. One fault in connection with 
the old system was its great expense, and the 
officers and c;mstables employed on escort duty 
got double pay. They were entitled to it, of 
course, but the tendency was to continue the 
system which had been established in Victoria. 
During his last visit to theN orth he saw no less 
than seventy-six horses employed in carryin~·: 
about 20,000 ozs. of gold, and that from a goldfield 
with which there was tri-weekly communication 
by Cobb and Co's coaches. He believed the 
old system had since been altered so br as 
regarded Croydon. The system was not only a 
very extravagant system, but it wo,s very bad 
for the horses engaged in the work, as gold was 
such dead weight that it gave the horses sore 
backs, and they had to be giYen a spell of several 
months :>fter such work Cobb's coaches were 
now running frmn Georgetown right to the coast, 
and if they were made use of a great dmcl 
of expense would be saved, and the services 
of many constables on the stations would not 
have to be dispemed with as at present during 
the tirne the eHcort vvas running. During the 
running of the e.:-cort under the preRent sy~t8ln a 
grettt many of the police stations wne allllo.st 
denuded of 111en, who were rerJ.lnred for f c..;eort 
duty. He did not agree with his ~ollcague in the 
revrm;entation of Burke in this 1natter, as in any 
part of the North with which he was acr]m>intcd 
the complaint was alway:; that they had too few 
police, and nearly every policeman and every avail­
ablehorse weretaken11way from the stations when 
escort duty had to be clone. The system corn­
pbined of was a relic of the old Victorian system, 
and he believed tlmt since the change of head­
quarters from Georgct.own to Normanton the gold 
wa.s carried by Cobb ttnd Co. 

Mr. DRAKE said that before the vote passed 
he would lib• to add :1 word or two to what the 
senior member for Bnrke had said about the case 
that had occurred in Brisbane the other clay. 
The hon. member hccd referred to the faet 
that a woman, after having been <lischarged on 
a chttrge brought against her, was brought up 
again after a lapse of some weeks and punished. 

That was not the must serious feature of the 
case, which he thought was one into which an 
inquiry should be made. The constable admitted 
that he was in plain clothes one night several 
weeks ago--he was quoting from the Cou1·ie1' 
report of the cac-e--and saw the defendant :<t the 
corner of Albert and Charlotte streets, and 
hearing her make· use of obscene language he 
attempted to arrest her. The woman ran into a house 
and the constable followed her into hPr bedroom, 
and after a, struggle succeeded in arresting her and 
taking her to tl)e watch-house. It was ttn extra­
ordinary thing for a COil stable in plain clothes to 
follow a woman into her bedroom to arrest her. 
The woman's story was that the constable went 
with her to her house 'md seized her there and 
took her to the watch-house, where she made a 
complaint to Sergeant Hannigan of having been 
roughly handled by the constable, •md the 
serge<-tnt, to Ron1e extent, corroborated her state­
ment by saying tlu1t he saw marks on her neck 
when she was brought in. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Who were 
the magistrates, and what was their decision ? 

Mr. DRAKE said the magistrates were the 
Police Th [agistrate and Messrs. Petl'ie and 
Macdonndl. The Police Jl.hgistrate said that 
if the charge made against the constable 
wccs correct, he ought to be dismissed; but 
he commenced, he thought, by prejudicing- the 
ctt'e of the defendant by fining her, and thereby 
throwing doubt upon her evidence. 

The COLONIAL SIWRETARY said he had 
only a word to sfty on the subject. Assuming 
tlmt those magistrates were honest men and 
arrived at a certain decision, unles.~ the Colonittl 
Secretary's attention was directly called to it he 
could not seek out. such things from accounts of 
police court cases in the papers. He assumed 
that the authorities, one of whom was the head 
of the police, and the other was a police magis­
trate who was universally respected, no matter 
what his little eccentncitieo might be, would 
comnnmicate with the higher authority if it 
was thought an inquir~' should be made into the 
matter. 

Mr. DRAKE said th<ct without impugning 
the rlecision of magistrates in any w«y, he would 
just like to add that the magistrates might have 
been perfectly right in their decision in finding 
the woman guilty of the offence chttrged against 
her ; but, at the same thne, it \vas quite conso­
nant with that that the action of the constable 
might be entirely wrong. There was evidence 
that the constable being in private clothes 'tctecl 
as was stated, and that evidence was corrobn· 
rated by Sergeant Hannigan. 

The COLO""TAL SJ,CRETARY said he 
would ask the hon. mmnber whether he could 
:-mggm.;t ho\v a,ny gentlerwtn who ruight be 
Colonial Sc'cretary could g-et at the truth of 
nmtters like that? \Vas he to read every 
newspUl)er report, and act on then1? His expe­
rience had been tlmt the eyco and ears of the 
public were always open, and that people made 
coruplttint when complaint was believed to be 
necessm·y. He was perfectly certain that no 
Mi~<ister ever refused to grant an investigation 
when a case was made out to him. 

The Ho"-'. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
thought it \Vould be satisfactory if the hon. 
gentleman would undertake to have that case 
investig-ated. He did not like to say anything 
that might have the appearance of prejudging 
the '::tse, bnt he had a very strong opinion th~t 
it should be thor<>ug-hly investigttted. Even 1f 
the constable's story was true there was some­
thing thoroughly wrong in the way in which 
police constables seemed to go about in plain 
clothes in Albert-street. It was quite new to 



662 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] S!tpply. 

him that a constablP. in plain clothes should go 
and arreDt a wmnan in her beclroon1, arHl he 
hoped the matter would be inYestig,tted by the 
Colonial Secretary. · 

The COLONL\L SECRETARY said it was 
r~ther to be regretted that the hon. g-entleman 
d1d not take up that case earlier. 

The HoK. Sm S. '\V. GRIJ<'l<'ITH: It only 
happened last week. 

The COLONIAL SECRl':TAilY said surely 
if the wmmtn's character, or the purity of the 
bench, or the honesty of the constable was :ct 
stake, the question should have been raised at 
once. 

Mr. GilOOl\1: It only appeared in the 
Courier on Friday. 

The COLONIAL SJ~CRET.AEY said that 
put a different complexion on the case. He would 
be most happy to make an inquiry into the 
nmtter, as he always was in any case where there 
was a supposed abuse of >euthority. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he would like to know 
whether the hem. gentlerrmn intemled to put a 
sum <lll the Supplementary Estimates fnr "al­
lowances to witnesses attending courts of petty 
sessions." 

The COLONIAL SI~CRETAHY said it would 
take some thousands of pounds for th>et purpose. 
Heretofore a very small sum haLl been placed on 
the Estin1ates fur allowanues to such witnt> 3es. 
Last ye>er the vote lapsed as it was found uttrrly 
inadequate for the purJ;ose, and he had not tlle 
intention of putting such ;1 sum as would he 
required on the Supplementary Estimates. 

l\Ir. HUNTER s<tid there had been something 
said about Cobb and Co. carrying· the gold from 
Croydon. He thought there was a waggon 
specially built for the esc0rt, and if that was so it 
proved his case. Clearly, all those troopers were 
not required in Georgetown. The escort would 
only require about eight men, and if Cobb and 
Co. took the gold there would not be needed 
rrwre than two or three, or, at c"tny rate, n{lt Inure 
than six or eight. Then, what was the use of 
those men? They were >elways nway on escort 
duty. At the last general election all the police 
were in N ormanton with the escort, and he 
supposed that was a time when police •.ve1·e 
particularly required. There were, he believed, 
about forty policemen and eighty horse,;. Of 
course, people would not tolerate that very long. 
If, as he had been informed, a special \vaggon 
was built for the e'cort, and Cobb and Co. had 
now the contract for carrying the gold, that 11 as 
a very extravagant way of dealing with the 
matter. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he hoped the 
Colonial Secretltry would not reduce the PoJiu, 
I~~orce a3 suggested by his colleague. 

'l'he COLOXIAL SECEETAltY: I have no 
intention of doing so. 

Mr. HODG KINSON s~id Georgetown w;;s the 
central point of a large tract of country, and all 
the blacks of the district were lhh-en there in a 
state of semi-starvation through the country 
being taken up. He need not enlarge on 
that point, as every hon. member who knew 
anything about the bush, knew the state to 
which the blacks were reduced in the northern 
vortion of the colony, aml unless there shonld be 
a general demand from the district for a reduction 
in the force, tend the Colonit1l Secretary should 
be satisfied that there was t1 superfluous nnmber 
of constabulary there, it was to be hoped that 
there would be no reduction made. 

l\Ir. LITTLE said he had much ploasnre in 
endorsing the remarks of the senior member for 
Burke, and in objecting to the remarks of the 
junior member for Burke. He could assure the 

Committee that there were several black men in 
G eorgetown, and the police \V erE- con8tantly on 
duty. \Vhen they were not on duty on escort, 
they wen: patrolling the district. The blacks 
were a terrible iujnry to the miners. He rem em 
bererl tlmt when he wns up there about three 
years fLgo, n1en \\·orking in 111ines alongside hin1M 
seif lmrl to lower their provisions down a shaft 
for protection; they were about thirty-five miles 
away from the township. He hoped the Colo­
nial Secretary would not reduce the poliee in 
that district. 

The COLONIAL Sl,CltETARY: I have no 
intention of rodut:ing it. 

Mr. CAS};y said he would not delay the 
businef's more tlmn a moment, but he wished to 
draw attention to the fnct that inspectors and 
sub-inspectors and sergeants were very n1uch 
unclel']laid in this colony, and the result was that 
the good rnen were driYen to New South \Vales 
and other colonies, leaving this country a cln,ss 
of men not as good as they mi~ht be. So far 
frorn reducing that vote, he would be very rnuch 
inclined to increase the vay of the officers he 
betel mentioned. 

tir. MURPHY f<tid he endorsed the remarks 
of the lwn. n1e1nber for \Varrego \vith regard to 
the way in which the Police Department was 
starved, so far '" funds were concerned. People 
in the we"t of the colony were not in the happy 
position of the constitnents of the junior mem­
ber for Bnrke, who complained that they had 
too much police protection. Out '\Vest they 
had too little Jlolice protection. Of conroe there 
were cert~tin places in the colony, rt,F; there were 
in any other CIJnntry, where the people w011ld Le 
ouly too glad to get ricl of the police. They 
had not to go far from Brisbane to find such a 
place. He had not the slightest doubt that the 
residents of Rt. Helena would be very glad to get 
rid of police )•l'Otection almost immediately. 
Perlmps the inhabitants of Georgetown might be 
on a par with the inhabitants of St. Helena. He 
did not say they were, but. thnt they might be. 
He had neYer visited the place, and did not 
know who lived there; still they might be as 
anxious as the inhabitants of St. Helena would 
be to get rid of police protection. As a rule­
and he was sure th".t statement would be borne 
out bv most members of the Committee-the 
l'olice":l<'orce hadsuffered]Jrincip;tlly from a want of 
funds. It harl been a rule with every Government 
that had been in power to starve the Police Force. 
Not only in utany cn.;.;es were the officer.s under­
paid, but he belieYed the men were underpaid 
al.oo. He did not see why in Queensland, where 
constables had to perform very arduous duties, 
especially in the ontside districts, they should 
not l;e paid as well as cl8ewhere. Their duties 
in the bush ,,-ere very ardnous, the ri::;ks very 
con;3iderablo, and it waR necessary to have very 
intelligent 1uen, and n1en who '\rerc accustonu:'d 
to the bush. They w.tnted young men of str<mg 
constitution, and the pay offered did not 
induce such men to join the force. He thought 
t!mt if the Civil Servic~ Commission who were 
now t;itting were going to be of any use, ttnd 
v. anted to find out the real defects o£ the service, 
they could not do better than inquire thoroughly 
into the working of the Police Department. 
He hoped they would direct their attention 
specially, not only to the pay of the men, 
buc tu other abuses as well. They wanted 
the best men procurable, from the head of 
the department down to the constables- men 
who \VU!'e capable o£ performing the duties 
they were called upon to perform. Speaking 
fl'mn his o\vn personal knowle<lge, he knew of 
men who were utterly unfit to be in the Police 
:Force, or, at all events, unfit to be in the 
districts in which they were stationed-big, 



Sztpp1y. ["15 OCTOBER.] Supply. 663 

unwieldy men who could not ride. Now, it was no 
use sending men to the weotern di:.tricts of the 
culony who could not get on horses :we! ride clay 
ltnd night after horse-thieves ; but yet they 
found in those distl'icts policemen who could only 
travel in a bug-gy. The police in the clistricts he 
referred to should be constantly patrolling their 
di:::.;tricts. _Although he was a. large st:ttiou­
owner in the \V est, and a large employel'of hthonr, 
he seldom saw a policeman on his property. It 
Inight be there was no neces:sity for thmn, a:-:; bjs 
men were all peaceable and well-conducted, but 
still the police should patrol the district. On the 
other hand, when he w:cts in town he sn,w the police 
loafing about the streets doing nothing. 'rh ere· 
fore, he argued from that, that there was some 
reform required in the administration of the Police 
Department. The wrong sort of men were sent 
to the wrong districts. A man who was 
thoroughly suitable for Brisbane, either as an 
inspector, sub-inspe~tor, or sergea.nt, \VaH 11tterly 
unsuited to take a position in the outside portion' 
of the colony, and if a little discretion was used 
by the he,vl of the department in seeing tbat 
none but young and active 1uen \Vere sent to the 
outside districts, there would not be nearly so 
many cmnplaints regarding the police ~ts there 
were at pre:-:::cnt ; there \Vonld not be so 1nany 
crirninals at large who ought to be in g::wl, ::tnd 
there would not be so many hilures of justice in 
the outside districts as there were now. He 
only' hoped that the Civil Service Cmmnircsion 
would direct their •attention towards those 
various abuses, or at all eYents irre~ularities, in 
the administration of the department, and give 
the Government their advice as to the best 
manner of remedying existing evils. 

The COLONIAL SECRET"UlY said the 
hem. gentleman who had just sat down had told 
them that the wh0le sy,tem was wrong, hut he 
had never made any complaints to the department, 
and he (the Colonial Secretary) had never heard 
the hon. member discuHs the question when the 
EBthnates were being passed on fonner occasions. 

Mr. l\fURPHY: I did complain. 
The COLONIAL SJ<:CRJ<;TARY said : With 

regard to the incre,v,ed pay suggc 'ted by the 
hem. member for IV an·ego, all he could "'Y was, 
that when there were any vacancies in the 
police, even und8r exif)ting CircnnlHtances, there 
were plenty of a)Jj>licants for employment. So 
that it did not look altogether as if it were an 
underpaid service. It should also be remem· 
bered that the police had certain special 
a<lvantages which were nut enjoyed by other 
members of the Ci vi! Service, except those 
who were under the old Civil Service Act. 
They were entitled to peuoions on retirement 
after a certa.in 1)eriod of serVice. That in 
itself was an inducement to men to join the 
service even ;.vith leRser pay than was thongh t 
hy some hon. members was sufficient for them. 
As regarded the pay to officers, he did not see 
that it was very extravagant ; but it mnst he 
borne in mind that in all cases the superior 
officers above the rank of .senior-sergeant W·:..>re 
entitled to quarters, which did not "Pl\en,r as part 
of their salaries. He thought t!Je police were 
fairly well treated, and tbat throughout the 
e<llony they did their duty fairly well. 

Mr. CO\VL:EY said he would like to know 
from the Colonial Secretary if the £G,OOO put 
down for rations was all for native tmckers. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Fur 
trackers and troopers. 

1\Ir. COIVLEY: This ttl!ow:mce covers the 
whole n urn ber ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. 

Mr. vVIJ\fBLE said, with regard to the vote 
for nn,tive trackerN, he wished to bring under 
the notice of the Coloninl Secretary the 
utter U'i;leswc,s of that force. It had done 
rnote t.o Lring the colony into disgr[tce than 
any othe1· force connected with it. It was 
supposed that the native police had been estab­
lished for the protection of settlen;, but, as far as 
his district was concerned, he coulcl say that 
they h..td been of no utility whatever, and the 
general wish of the settlen; was that they 
should be abolished. If sending out those 
troopers and letting them march throug·h a 
district like a smail army was protecting the 
settlers, all he could stty ·was that the settlers 
looked upon it simply as a farce. True, the 
troopers paraded the district, but the blacks 
\vatched thmn, n,nd the 1non1ent their backs were 
turned-a few hours after they had ]JaR'·ed 
through-they commenced pilfering and robbing 
in all directions. \V ere it not tlmt he did not like 
tu occupy the time of the Committee at too great 
length, he could give figureo in proof of what he 
had stated. Therefore, he thought the vote for 
that force ought not to be allowed to pass. In 
fact the nati\·e police ought to lJe abolished as Ltr 
cts the l'\ orth was concerned, and he was certain 
that it won! cl be of ad vantage to the colony. 
It was well known that to a gTeat extent 
it was a svstem of le;.ralised mnrcler. That was 
what the" black tmcl~er business had amounted 
to, and that was what it was considered in the 
l'\orth. :iYinny a district hac! obtained a bad name 
through the acts of those troopers; in fact one 
sub-inspector was pnt upon his trial for murder. 

1\Ir. LlT'rLE : And ttcquitted, too. 
Mr. vVIMBLJ<;: 'l'hat was all through the acts 

of the black trackers. So that it amounterl to 
this:. that the troopers did not consider they 
were to protect the settlers, but to protect the 
blackti. He, therefore, urged that that vote 
shoulrl be abolishecl altogether, and some better 
sy•tem fur the protection of the settlm s should 
be inaugurated. 

The Ho:-~. A. RUTLEDGE said he wished to 
direct the atteJJtion of the Colonial Secretary to 
the unsatisfactory way in which the detective 
branch of the service \\'aS worked. The rrwttcr 
was brought under his notice last year, but he 
had not had !In opportunity of bringing it before 
his colleague, the late Colonial Secretary. It 
had come to his know ledge that the detective 
portio" of the service, "ho had very difficult 
and delicate inquiries to n1ake in their endea­
vonr tu discover the authorB of crime, had to 
expend money out of their own pockets, 
and very often tlmt money had not been refunded 
to them. He thought all were agreed that 
the utmost diligence should be exertecl in the 
endeavour to di,,cover the authors of crime• that 
took rllace frotll tirne to tilne, and often went 
nnpunishccl. He thought that the detectives, 
RO f:tr fro1n being discouraged in the prmmcution 
of their inquiries by knowing that if they 
incurred expense they would have to bear it them· 
selves, should rather recei\'e every assi::,tance and 
inducement to enable them to carry on their 
investigations in the rnost thorongh n1anner pos­
sible. \Vhilst he hacl nothing to say against the 
detectiYe"' who were at preserlt in the employ of 
the Government, and who were to his knowledge 
very zealous and capahle men, yet he thought the 
time had come when detectives of a more trained 
and experienced chttracter should be introduced 
and employed in the endeavour to unearth crim­
inals. Bnt most certainly he thought the system 
of detectiyes having to pay HJOney out of 
their own pockets was a very unsatisfactory 
one, and one likely to result in a con­
tinuance of the state of things that had been 
deplored by the public Press- namely, the 
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commission of crimes which shocked the VD,rious 
communities in which they were perpetmted, and 
yet could not be brought home to the parties 
who were guilty of them. The police, he knew, 
did their work as wdl as they possibly could, 
but in order to get at the authors of crime he 
thought something more than mere routine 
inquiries carried on by men in uniform should 
be undertaken. \Vhen crimeo were committed 
in other countries one of the most ~killed and 
experienced detectives was appointed to investi­
gate it in his own way, r1uite irresvective of the 
police, and according to the best method.s he 
could devise for the purpose of hunting down 
criminals. If the present unsatisfactory state 
of things were continued, he was sure that in 
many cases the authors of crime would remain 
undiscovered. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 
not aware, nor had it been brought under his 
cognizance by what had fallen from the hon. 
member for Charters Towers, that any excep­
tional circumstances had occurred during the last 
four or fivfl months that should inducE any 
change to be made in the framing of the E,;ti­
mates in the direction indicated. The hon. 
gentleman had not mentioned any particular cases 
that had occurred that should lead them to alter 
the policy adopted during the five years, or nearly 
so, that the late Government was in office. He (tbe 
Colonial Secretary) believed that as many crimes 
had been contmitted while the late Government 
were in office as had been perpetrated during the 
period the present Government had been in 
power. Therefore, if the late Government saw 
no reason to alter the Estimate he held in his 
hand, which WitS passed by them, he did not see 
why the hon. gentleman should suddenly oven a 
new discovery, and say that the present Govc•rn­
ment should have provided a superior class of 
detectives, or head detective, to invc·,tigate the 
state of affairs that had arisen sinc·1 the late 
Government left office. The hem. gentleman had 
also said that detectives had to pay money out of 
their own pockets in order to prosecute the search 
in which they were engaged in the interests of 
justice. He would ask the hon. member, had 
they ever put in a claim, and had that claim 
ever been refnsed? If so, it had never come 
under his (the Colonial Secretary's) notice. If 
such were the case the men would most dis­
tinctly have a grievance, but not one had 
ever been brought before him. If the h,m. 
member made that statement he was certain 
he was prepared to justify it, and if it was 
so the matter should be at once inquired into. It 
was not the wish of any Government that those 
men who were employed on really delicate State 
matters should have to spend money out of their 
own pockets. He could understmrd ft man send­
ing in a claim for money expended without show­
ing evidence to support his claim, but he conic! 
not understand any man vvho honestly proved 
having spent money out ot his own pocket not 
having that claim recognised. He coulcl assure 
the hon. member that if anv such claim could lJe 
substantiated it should be [Jroperl~· met. 

The HoN. A. TiuTLEDGE said he did not 
know that they had made formal cbim;; and were 
refueed; he was not in a position to sny that; 
but he was credibly informed that those men had 
to incur expenditure which wrts not recouped 
them. He did not wish to insinuate that the 
present Government were lax in that matter, nor 
that there was more crime now tlmn there was 
while the late Government were in office. "\she 
had said, those matters came under his notice too 
late to enable him to bring them under the notice 
of his late colleagues. He had many reasons to 
b8lieve they were facts, and it was only t·ight 
that the Colonial Secretary's ttttentiun should be 
called to them. 

Mr. STEVENS said anyone reading Hansa1·d 
to-rnorrow 1norning, and judging frmn the general 
tenor of the debate, must arrive at the conclusion 
that the entire police force~~ European and native 
-w,ts in a highly demorali,ed state. That was 
by no means his opinion. He considered the 
force el(nal to th11t in Rny of the other colonieR. 
Caf-'es had occurred, within hi8 own kno\vledge, 
where the poiice had ridclen after criminals 
hundreds and lmnrlreds of miles, had gone 
through great hardships, but had never got off the 
tmck, ancl had finally succeeded in effecting· an 
arrest. If the black police were not required in 
the North, it did not follow that they were not 
required in other parts of the colony. If the 
black police were done away with in the outside 
districts, it would be very much the worse for 
the blacks. The police force of the colony was 
quite equal to that of any of the other colonies, 
as far as his observation went at any rate. 

Mr. SALKEI,D said that with regard to not 
allowing expens~·o to witrresses in police court 
cases, he would point out to the Colonial Secre­
tary that it would work very serious injustice 
and hardship, especially on men in straightened 
circumstallces, or vvho were earning their living 
hy tlaily wages. Ko pro\ision was tnade for 
p3,ying witnesse~ sunnuoned by the police in 
preliminary inquiric>·, and many police inquiries 
went no further. It had just been stated by 
the Colonial Secretary that persons should 
not be put to any personal expense in carrying 
on the business of the State, and yet any man 
who happened to witness an offence committed 
'vas to be dragged a\vay frmn his business to give 
evidence without any recompense, and would 
lrhe his ,Jtty's [my, or perhaps several days' pay 
into the bargain. It would not affect men who 
were 1mid fixed salaries, but only wage-earners. 
It might happen that a man who had witnessed 
an offence in a town might be working in the 
bush when the summons to appear reached him, 
and he might not have enough money to pay his 
train fare. \Vhrtt would happen then? The man 
would be liable to imprisonment. That was not 
a reasonable state of affairs to exist. A good deal 
had been said about the difficulty of detecting 
crime. Then mlt of such a system must inevitably 
be to induce persons not to give any information 
as to the committal of crimes, because they would 
know that their appr-arance as witnesseR meant 
the loss of so many dnys' pay. They were spend­
ing £HG,OOO on the police force to protect persons 
and property ; a few tho11sands more might be 
very uroperly spent in the way he suggested. 
Nothing, of course, could come of the debate, but 
he trusted the Colonial Secretary would give 
his attention to the matter, and place a sufficient 
sum for the purpose on the Supplementary 
Estimates. 

Mr. BARLO\V said that if any sum for that 
pnrpose was pnt on the Suppknrentary Estimates 
it would have his cheerful support. It was a 
cause of real, undoubted hardship on the working 
classes, who very frer1uently lost, not only their 
time but their lJi!lets as well, which was a much 
mor~ serious matter. If the police were to 
exercise dh;cretion, and only call such witnesses 
as were absolutely neces~ary, a very serious 
grievance would he redreE;sed. 

::\Ir. SALK}cLD said there was another 
matter to which he wi,;hed to draw the Colonial 
Secrr-tary's attention. He had been !n~ormed 
that : t [J!Tsent married men were not elrgrble for 
employment in the police force. \Vas that so? 
It rnight be 1nm·e desirable to have single 1nen, 
but surely it was no crime for a man to be 
n1arried. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. gontlmnan 'vas \Vrong when he said that no 
married man was eligible, although preference 
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was given to single men, and very properly. 
Anyone at all acquainted with the admini,tration 
of the Police :B'orce knew that was so. llor 
instance, if a nwrrried 1nan were pla.cecl in charge 
of a station there was greater difficulty, trouble, 
and expense in rmnoving hin1, and a gre<Lt rnany 
reasons were ahvays brought fonvard for not 
removing him. :iYI:uried men were eligible, but, 
a..s a rule, preference was given to sing· le n1en. 

Mr. SALKELD said he believed that, althongh 
the Colonial Secretary said married men were 
not practically excluded, preference was given to 
single rnen. 

Question put and passed. 

\VATER POLICE. 

The COLONIAL SECRBTARY moved that 
the sum of £3,23D be granted for \Vater Police. 
Hon. members would notice th~tt there w~ts nn 
increase of £GO in the sttlary of the inspector, but 
as 1t matter of het, the inspector had previously 
received £1i0 from the Colonial Trett>mrer's 
Department, and now the salary was being 
included in one sum, instead of being paid 
by two departments. It was thought far 
better to pnt the whole amount under the 
head of "\Vater Police" to which force that 
gentleman belonged. At Thursday Island 
there w:1s an ir1Cre~1,se fron1 £2 to £4 JJer 
month for a signal boy. He supposed he had 
grown since last yen,r-at anyr>cte, he would now 
receive £4 a month. The only other increase 
was £52 in rations for the water police, the whole 
addition being <tpparently £136, although the 
real addition was only £7li, because, as he had 
said, £GO of the inspector's ,,,aJary was taken off 
in another portion of the Estimates. 

Question put <1nd passed. 

PETTY SESSIONS. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
the sum of £3G, 835 be granted for police magis­
trates, clerks of petty sessions, etc. There v, ere 
n()t many alterations in the vote, except at the 
commencement. It was thought advhmble to 
divide th~ metropolitan district, and a police 
court was established at South Brisbane. It was 
so arranged that it led only to an increase of 
£310. ::Ur. Day, the Assistant Police Magistrate, 
was moved from the metropolitan court and 
appointed pollce magistrate in South Brisbane, 
evidently to the satisfaction of the communities 
most deeply interested. A clerk of petty 
sessions was also appointed in South BriRb<1ne, 
that nppointment being gi,·en to a gentleman 
who had also previously held an appointment in 
the metropolitan court, and who w"s pmmoted 
with an increase <lf ,,,,Jary. That led to other 
promotions, and another clerk was appointed 
as a jnnior clerk. On page 23 there was fLll 
increa(',e of £25 at .c\ranuw owing to the appoint~ 
mont of an acting clerk of petty St'''ion,;. At 
Boonah, which was al~-_;n called BlurntJergville, 
there was an incrmtse of £2:3 for an acting· clerk 
of petty sessions. At llirdsville there was a 
decrease. The officer representing the Trem;ury 
in connection \Vith the Custo1ns was now acting 
as police magh>trate ~tt ~tn increase of £100. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFEITH: Has he 
accepted it 1 

The COLONIAL SECUETARY said he did 
not know. He thought he was not paid enough 
for it. That was the only communication he 
had had from him, and he (the Colonial Secre­
tary) had intimated to him that if it were nut 
enough he woulLl relieve him of the £100 a year. 
At Buncla.berg there was an a~sh;tant clerk of 
petty sessions at £50 a ye!lr on the !act estimates, 
and a boy had been appomted, but he had been 
found incompetent to do the work, and it was 

thought necessary, from the increase of business 
there, to employ a man at a salary of £120, and 
he believed he was very competent, and that they 
could not get anyone to do the work for less money 
and do it properly. \Vith regard to Chmters 
rrowers, hnn. gentlernen would notice an increa~e 
of £25. That wns owing to an aclju,;tment 
of offices made by the late Government, when 
lYir. Kend1·ick was brought there from Thar­
gominclah to act a>< clerk of petty seRsiun" 
at a salary of £350, l\Ir. I'ltrkinson, who had been 
clerk of petty seosions, being appointed as 
rnining registrar. rrhe adjm3ttnent of offices had 
led to the slight increase. On page 27 the 
next increase was for the assistant clerk of petty 
sessions at Croydon-£175. 'rhe pressme of busi­
ness made that >tppointment necessary, and he 
was sure the senior member for Bur ke would 
bear him out in that. The next ttlteration was 
at Eidsvold, although, as a matter of fact, 
there was no increase. Hon. members would 
see in the footnote that the salary last year w:cs 
only paid for eight n1onths, although the rnining 
registrar, who waf:l also acting as clerk of petty 
sessions, ·was to l'ecei ve ::tn increase of .S25. l-Ie 
wnnld now receive £150 instead of £125. At 
Killarney there was a sum of £2!) for an acting 
clerk of petty sessions. \Vi th regard to :Ylary­
borough theru was an increase of £30 a year for 
thP assistant clerk. That increa'lc had been 
strongly recommended by :iHr. Hankin, the 
police 1nagistrate, a,nd so far as he had seen 
from looking· throug·h the papers the increase 
had been approved of by the late Colonial Secre­
tary. That being so he thought it was not neces­
sarv to interfere with it. He did uot know the 
gmitlernan, but he wns told he was a. vm-y good 
nificer. At Pittsworth an acting clerk of petty 
sessions had been appointed. At Rcwenswood 
there was a diminution in the vote, as the 
work' of the acting clerk of petty sessions 
was being done bv the sergeant of police. 
At Table-Top, on' the Croydon Goldflelrl, it 
had been deemed necessary that an acting 
clerk of petty se~sions should be appointed. 
At \Varwick there w:1s apparently an ivcrease 
of .£GO for an assistant clerk. But that sum had 
been paid for the same work previously nut of 
contingencies, and it \Vas the desire of previous 
committees th~tt the ~tmrmnt should appe:.tr on 
the Estinmtes. Another item, which was appa­
rently an increase, was £200 for an acting reliev­
ing police magistrate for three month,; ; and that 
£200 would be given to Mr. Buttanshaw on his 
retirement. lYir. Buttansha w was a very old 
servant of the colony, and fully entitled to his 
retiring allowance. It was simply what had 
been done on previnus occasionR. Those were 
all the other differences that existed between the 
Estimates of the preRent year and those of the 
past. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said it was 
under the consideration of the latcl Government 
whether they flhould not alJolioh the office of police 
lnagiRtrate at .Ar[\,mac. The rV\TOl'k to be done 
there was extremely little. rhey had oppor­
tunities of doing so once or twice, but had never 
abolished it. If they were going in for economy 
that opportunity might be taken. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAEY said that 
under the late Land Act a good deal of lM1d bad 
been taken up in the neighbourhood of Aramac, 
and that place had revived somewhat. He did 
not think the Government would be justified in 
abolishing the office. 

Mr. PAUL said that it was the hem. leader of 
the Opposition who sent a police magistmte to 
.1-\rmnac when he was ..:_-\..ttorney -Ci eneral in the 
l)ouglas l\Iinistry, because it was represented 
that ordinary magistrates did not always deal 
out justice. 
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The HoN. Srn S. W. GRIFFITH: There has 
been an improverueut siuce then. 

l'.lr. HODGKINSON said there was a vote in 
the Estimates of the i'Yiinister for l\iines and 
\V orb of £3,000 for erecting quarters for police 
nwgistrates. The salaries yaid to police n1agis­
trates were not very ex cc'S! Ye, and the freqnc·nt 
removals they were subjected to reduced these 
salaries to still Hlnaller anwunts. The :1 verage 
period of a police magistrate's temu·e of local 
office, so to speak, W<l.S not more than three 
years. He remembered that during the years he 
was in tha.t 8ervice he wa~ ren10ved ti ve thneR. 
If a police nmgistrate \Vere a, married man he 
had to lose, at least, £200, aml seeing that Custom­
how~e officers, telegra.vh 111asters, postnwsters, 
and inspectors of police, and almost all others 
were allowed quarters, the lee~st that could 
be dnne was to allow police n1agiRtratp-; quarters 
also. It was essential for the welfare of the 
public service that they should be removed but 
it was not fair tlmt they should bear the cr:.ot of 
such reuwvttl. In the remote parts of the 
colony their furniture wets im ilriably sacrificed, 
~s the cost of carriage waH so great that uwving 
1t would be a greatN' tax than sacrificing- it. He 
had left his furniture behiud him upon more than 
oneocca;-;ion. J?nr11iture that co;..;t £200 would not 
realise £20. 'l'he £fi,OOO which he had referred 
to would at the most crn·er the cost of quarters 
for five n1agistrates. It waH a cause of great 
disconter.t that thllt part of the service which 
next to the judges, was charged with the most 
importe~nt duties in the colony, should be exposed 
to such a financial tax. 

The COLOKL\L SBOHETARY said the 
Premier spoke to him on the subject very soon 
llfter they went into office, and said it was unfnir 
thnt police magistrates should he removed from 
one place to mwther when they had to rent 
houses, and possibly in some places they would 
have difficulty in doing- tlmt. It wao thought 
that the money ohonld lw tllken out of revenue, 
and not out of loan, to meet the difficulty-or 
rather, in some cllses, great hllrclship that the 
]Jolice magistrates endured. That hardship, to a 
certllin extent, tied the hands of the 1\Iinister 
charged with administering that branch of the 
public service. The 1\Iinister would not like to 
nwYe a man because he would lose so much ; 
but if, in the course of a few years, the Govem­
ment could put up buildings in places where they 
were mo."t re<Jnired, e.~pGcially in townshivs 
where it was difficult to rent a house, they 
would not only be doing good for the police 
rrHtgistratPs, but good to the pnLlic t>orvice. Ho 
was glad the matter had been referred to. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIF:FITH said the 
tnatter had been n1entionud n, good rnany tilnes 
in the Cnmlllittee, and it was only a quntion of 
money. }:very body agreed tlmt it was cle,,,irable 
that those officers who lmd to be removed 
periodically should be provided with qnarte1·s. 
The <Jueetion would then arise whether those 
quarters were an addition to their salaries or not. 
Of course their salarie~; "\vould not be reduced 
Ly the fact of their having quarters, and the 
next ':5tep \vould, of course, be to give those 'vhn 
were 11ot ~uppliecl with quarterfi nn a1lowa.nce in 
lieu of them. He wiahed to know if the difficulty 
in regard to the clerk of ]Jetty ses>iono at 
Charters 'l'owen; had been settled. The work at 
Charters Towerl::l wm; too 1nnch for one officer, 
and another was to be appointed ; so the gentle­
man who had been police magietrate at Thargo­
mmdah, from which place it wlls desimble to 
renwve hhn, wa::; Hent to Charters To,verK as 
clerk of petty .~ecsions, with the intention that 
he ohould not receive any increased emolument, 
But, by some mistake, extra emolurrwnts were 
paid him, which made the tramfer consider-

able promotion for him. Mr. Kendrick had 
not clone well as police magbtrate at Thar­
gomindah, and the bte Govemment thought 
the best thing to do was to send him tn 
Charters Tower:-;, where he would receive less 
salnry, but by Home accident he got a much 
larger salary. They endeavomed to put the 
matter right, but before the matter was settled 
they went out of office. He did not think a man 
should be promoted for not doing well, aud he 
should like to know how the matter stood now. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said tlmt 
Mr. Kendrick only drew a salary of £350 a year. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: And one 
or t\VO other iten1s. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that the 
mining registrar there was ~Jr. Parkinson, and 
he had not suffered. 

J\.fr. PAuL said that in the absence of the hon. 
member for Clermont he wished to bring under 
the notice of the Committee a case of great barn­
ship. Some time r,go the police magistrate of 
Townsville, who got £GOO a year, was re1noved 
to Clermont with a salary of £450. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRH'FITH: The salary 
of the police mag-istrate at 'l'ownsville was not 
£ii00 a year when he was there. 

Mr. PAUL said he knew thllt the officer in 
que.,tion, who was an old and faithful officer, had 
suffered great pecuniary ]os.; by the removal. 

The COLONIAL SECHETATIY said be 
found that Mr. Kendrick got £3U3, instead of 
£350, as he said before. Mr. ParkinROn got £434 
a year. It was an arrange1nent nwde by the 
late Government. It was the only item on his 
E,,timates that had puzzled him ; but he would 
ascertain the particulars from the t: nder-Coloni>'l 
Secretary, who had the grasp of it, but who was 
too unwell to be present that night. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRII<'J!'ITH said he 
hoped the hon. gentleman would satisfy himoelf 
as to how the matter stood and settle it once for 
all. \Yith respect to the removal of Mr. Morey 
from Townsville to Clermout, the intention was 
not to reduce his salary. He was receiving £550 
lit Townsville; he received at Olermont £450 as 
police magistrate, £50 for forage as gold warden. 
and £GO for allowance as land "commissioner ; so 
that practically his income was the same at 
Clermont as at ~'ownsville. 

Mr. SA YEHS said he should like to know why 
the clerk of petty sessions at Charters Towers 
got less than the clerk of petty sessions e~t 
TownsYille. The officers at Charters Towers 
were frequently at work till 10 and 11 o'clock at 
night, llnd sometimes tbey worked on Sundays 
to o;-ert>tke their work. H<' thought that officers 
who worked like that ><lwuld not receive less than 
those who did less work. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GHIF:FITH said that a 
fmv years ago a great change vvas n1ade with 
respect to the emoluments of clerks of petty 
"'sl'ions. They used to be paid to a larg'e extent 
by fees; but it was arrang-ed that all fees should 
be paid into the Treasury, and that clerks of 
petty sessions dwnld receive fixed salaries. It 
was decided that the salaries at Brisbane, Rock" 
hmnpton, and Townsville should be £,100 et year, 
and at no other place more than .£350 a year. 
As a matter of fact, £,100 a year was less than 
some of the clerks of vetty sessions received 
under the old oystem. The officer at Charters 
Towers had been disrated. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said that the 
district registmrs' fees, instead of going to the 
clerk of petty sessions at Charters Towers, went 
to the Mining Registrar now, so that Mr. 
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Kendrick's pecuniary position was very much 
inferior to what it w<ts, <tnd J\Tr. Parkinson was 
very much better off under the present arrange· 
n1ent. 

The PREMLEH: The leader of the Opposi­
tion said it was the other way. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said that Mr. 
l{endrick received le~s than he got at Tba.rgo~ 
miudah. The of!icerwho tilled the position of clerk 
of petty sesRions a.nd 1nining regbtrar was no\v 
mining rec;istrar only ; and with the addition he 
had to hi.s salary of the fees he got for acting as 
district registrar he had greatly improved his 
financial position. If any readjiu,tment was 
made it should not be to the disadvantage of Mr. 
Kendrick, who had already suffered "consider· 
able pecuniary loss by his transference to 
Charters Towers. 

The MINISTEE FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS (Hon. ,J. J\I. Macross<tn) said the hon. 
gentlen1ttn seerned to forget it \Vas the intention 
of the Governrnent of which he was a n1en1ber 
to dismiss :Mr. Kendrick altogether, and instead 
of that they sent him to Charters Towers and 
disrated him. 

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE setid there wets no 
doubt iYir. Kemlrick wets not et success as et 
police magistrate, but he was a ntlmrble servant 
in a subordinate position. No doubt he was 
unsuited to the position of police magistrate of 
et place like Thargomindah, bnt he was et highly 
efficient officer in the position he now occu­
pied. The late Government had no desire to 
injure hin1 any Inore than \Vas involved in his 
transfer to Clurters 'Towers, and he hoped any 
change made might not be to tlmt officer's further 
disad vetntage. The only person actuetlly etffected 
\Vas the mining registr::tr, ~1r. Parkinson, whose 
pecunietry position wm; improved. 

The MINISTER :!''OR MI:\ES AND 
"WORKS: That was intended. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGli:: I think so. 

The HoN. P. PERKINS setid he did not know 
Mr. Kendrick, but he getthered from the late 
Attorney-General thett a man who hetd once been 
a police magistrate lmd walked down the ladder 
until he occupied the position of clerk of petty 
sessions. If tlmt wets so it wets time they got 
rid of such et man etltogether. 

Mr. STEVKNS said he would like to know 
how it was that the police nmgistrr~te of Deen­
leigh receiYed about £75 less than any other 
nmgistrette in the service. He did as much work 
as the ordinr~ry run of magistrates, and he was 
entitled to the same saletry. 

'The COLONIAL SECEI~TARY said thett was 
one of those puzzles which might have been asked 
of etny other Minister at any time within the l~'t 
few yean;. He did not know. The e'timate 
wa~ the ~,an1e as lm;t year, and as it hatl been for 
ye11rs past. He had etsked the same question of the 
departtnent, and got no anRwer except that it was 
there. He lurd heard of no etpplicettion having been 
made by that officer for an incre;tse of salary, 
and he knew he was et very old colonist and was 
held in very high esteem. All he could say wets 
that the estimette with respect to him was the 
same ets it had been for years. 

1'\Ir. STEVE?-i'S said it was only fetir that that 
gentleman's sethrry should be increased to the 
sarr1e as that of the general run of magistrates 
doing similar work. He was et very old colonist 
'md did a gTcat dettl of work, and had done good 
service to the colony. 

l\Ir. J\IUHPHY said he wished to say a few 
words upon the necessity for the appointment of 
another police magistrate' in the western portion 

of the colony. At the present time the police 
metgistrate from Isi:;ford hetd to metke a, jonrney, 
he thought; every three mouths from Isisford 
to Stonehenge, on the 'fhomson, from there t·i,, 
,Jundah clown to \Vinclorah etncl up to Arrilalah. 
Thett gentleman had to travel over an enormous 
etrect in the clischetrge of his dutie;;, and the time 
he was necessarily absent from the centre, Isis­
ford, where he lived, led to serious inconvenience, 
Although there were ~' certain number of 
honorary metgistmte,; in chett part of the country, 
they were so far from the townships thett it was 
impossible they could be of very much nse where 
the ttdtuinistration of juBtice was concerned. 'fhe 
police metgistrate wets sometimes absent from 
Isisford for three weeks, and he might be a 
month or two months away, r~ccording to the 
weather. If the Government would only arrange 
his duties properly etnd etppoint another magis­
b·ate to administer justice on the Tlwmson, 
independent altogether of I sisford, it would be 
of immense advantage to the people of the 
western portion of the colony. It would be 
of immPnse service to the people if et police 
magistrate was appointed<ct \Vindorahor Jnndah, 
and would greatly fetcilitette the administration 
of justice. The population of thett P<Jrtion of the 
colony was increasing aR nwre settlernent \Vas 
tu,king place and n1ore rnns 'vcre being stocked, 
etnd the want of a police magistmte in that 
portion of the di,,trict was much felt. He only 
wondered that the Postmaster-General, who 
knew that district as well ets he did, etnd knew 
that everv word he hetd said wets absolutely 
true, had not advocated that already. It 
"as a crying shame that there had !Jeen no 
n1agistra.te appointed to admini~ter jnstice in 
that far-out portion of the colony. He. only rose 
for the Jmrpose of elm wing the attentwn of the 
Government to the matter, as he knew perfectly 
well they could not do anything just now. He 
wished, however, to put the circumstances on 
record, in order that the next time the Govern­
ment brought up their Estimates there might be 
sorne provision 1nade for a police n1agistrate on 
the Thomson. 

The COLONIAL S:ECRETARY setid: Then 
they would postpone the consideration of that 
subject until the next Estimates. 

Mr. W ATSOK said he would like to know 
whether it was the intention of the Government 
to etppoint a police magistrate for :Fortitude 
Valley. 

TheCOLONIALSJWHETAHYsetiditwasnot 
the intention of the Government thett se"ion to 
appoint et police magistrate for Fortitude V alley. 

Mr. \VATSON said that the Government hac! 
gretnted to South Brisbane what they would not 
give to ]'ortitude Valley. He hetd pledged 
himself to his constituents to do what he coulrl 
to get et police metgistrate for that district, and 
he thought such etn appointment should be made, 
\Vhile on Lis feet he would point out tlmt at 
the pre,;ent time the lockup at :Fortitude Valley 
rertuired the attention nf the Governrnent. 

J\Ir. SMITH said he would like to know 
whether it was the intention of the Government 
to wake wme allowance to the clerk of petty 
sessions ett Dowen, who had to perform impur­
bnt dnties for the ;;herif! during the frequent 
absence;; of that officer on circuit. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it was 
not proposer! to make any increase in that 
ofrcer's salary. 

Mr. LITTLE said he thought some r~llowancc 
should be made tn the 1•olice nmgistrate ett Her· 
bertun, who had to perform very heavy duties, 
being both police nutgistmte and land commis· 
sioner, and luwing to visit vVatsonville. He had 
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to go to the Rnssell River, a dist::tnce of fifty 
miles, to hold a warden's court, and take a man 
with hirn to c:-trry provisions. He (Mr. Little) 
would like to see the Colonial Secretary make 
some allowance to that officer for the extm bbonr 
he had to perform. 

Mr. HODC;IG~SOX said the police magis­
trate at Herberton was no doubt a good ser­
vant, n.nd he had receive·:l a re1narkably good 
)Josition from the late Government. The locality 
was a healthy one, and it was in cmnpli<:lnc'e 
with his own request that the officer, who had a 
largP- farnily, wa.s located at IIerberton, a posi­
tion which, as regarded social comfort, was one of 
the gems of the service. There were ·many other 
officers in the service who had equally as good 
claims as Mr. >':illman. He (Mr. Hodgkinson) 
did not know whether the Colonial Secretary 
had received any cmnplnint frmn that gentlen1an; 
but the last time he (Mr. Hodgkinson) was in 
the North, Mr. Zillman expressed him:;elf per­
fectly d,,Jightccl with the promotion he got from 
the late Government. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said, con­
sidering that :\fr. Zillman t·ecei ved £GGG a year. 
he thoug·ht that gentlmmtn wtts pretty wdl paid. 

Mr. HODGKIKSON: An increase from £300. 
The COLONIAL SECRE'T A It Y said he was 

speaking of that gentleman's present salary. 
Question put and passed. 

GOVE!lN}!ENT Pll!XTIXG, &c. 
The COLONIAL SJ<~CRETARY moved that 

there be granted, for the nenice of the year 
1S8?-i-!J, the sum of .£30,130, for salaries :md 
contingencies in connection with Oovernn1ont 
Printing Otbce and Electric Light. The in­
crease in that vote was verv small. 'l'here 
was an increase in the salar}' of the junior 
clerk, which was raised from £100 to £123 a year. 
That particular clerk had been in the Government 
service twelve or thirtf:-'en yen,rs, having entered 
it as a boy, and continue<1 in the employment 
ever since, and he was a capital officer. He was 
one of the clerks who took money over the counter 
and sold the various papers wttnted by the public. 
He was a deserving officer, aud in hie (the 
Colonial Secretary's) opinion his salary had been 
very inadequate for some years past. The next 
item where there was an alteration was the 
machinist, there being a reduction in the salary 
of that officer of £30. That wa:; owing to a new 
officer having Leen ap1Jointed, or, at least, pro­
motion having been made to that office, and it 
was not thought necessary to continue the old 
salary in the meantime. In the item, "\Nage~, 
te1nporary a8sistance, overtin1e," there was an 
incrense which wa.s rendered necessary by an 
increa,se in the number of mmnbers of that 
Committee. They suppo,ed there would be a 
good deal nwre talking and that the expen:-,e 
of printing returns called for by the additional 
members would require that extm expenditure. 
\Vith regttrd to "paper, nmchines, type, and 
incidental:;," there was a reductiou in t!Je 
arnount required for those iterns, because front 
year to year they were able to get their paper 
cheaper. There '' n.s great cmnpetition now, 
and they \vere getting paper ::tt a rnuch Ic~s 
price than heretofore. Han,'NJ,!'d v.-:ls the sau1e 
as last year. Lnder the heading· "electric 
li:.;ht," it would be noticed that the electrician 
w ils set down at £120 a year. Hitherto that 
gentleman's salary was ]Jaid out of "miscellaneous 
services," which appeared on page 41 of the 
]~stinmtes. There it 'mul<l be seen that the 
engineer in chai-ge of electric lig-ht for1nerly 
received £2GO per annum. The scdary hccd been 
reduced by one-half, and liberty was given to 
the electrical engineer to do private business. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: It is a 
sort of retaining fee. 

The COLO::\'IAL SECRETARY said it was 
pr"ctically tt sort of retaini!lg fee. 'The electrician 
did the Government work, and he believed there 
was no one in Brisbane who could do the work 
he could, and it had been thought better to 
arntnge the nw.tter in that wa,y. l{e believed the 
arrangement was made by the leader of the 
Opposition as it was put before him (the Colonial 
Secretary) soon after he enterer! oftice, and he 
quite approved of it. Those were the only items 
in which the vote differed from that of last year. 

Question put and passed. 

LF11HOGRAPHIC DEPAR11l\fE8T. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY moved that 
there be granted for the service of the year 
lSt\8-!J the sum of £3,025 for salaries and con­
til!gencies in connection with the lithographic 
det;artment. There were two increases of £30 
each in the salaries of lithographic printers. 
The increases were very sruall anrl. were given to 
skilled men who had done their work well. He 
did not say it would be hard to supply their 
places, but it would be inadvisable to make any 
change, and he was told that they were very 
deserving worlnuen. There was also a slight 
increase in the mnount for "engraving, printing, 
p:tper, colour, stones, machinery, and incidentals.'' 

Que,tion put and passed. 

INSANil'Y. 

The fJOLOKIAL SECitETARY moved that 
a sun1 not exceeding £23,824 be granted for 
''Insanity" n,nd "Hospitals fur the Insaue." The 
first itmn " Insanity " renH:tined unchanged. In 
the next item " Hospital., for the Insane," 
there were some alterations, but they were 
consequent, he was sorry to say, upon the 
increase in the number of patients which the 
hospitals now included. On line 3 there was an 
incrcaoe of £200 in salaries. The chief attendant 
hail an increase, which was thoroughly well 
desened, of £20 ; there was an increase in the 
number of attendants from forty-two to forty-four, 
neceRKitatecl bv the increa"B in patients. The 
next item shmved " small incrercse of £6, and in 
the next there was a reduction of £20 in the 
Int>')Senger)s salary, as a boy now did the work 
that was previously done by a man. The pay of 
the nurses had been increased at the same rate 
as the male attendants. At Sandy Gallop the 
amount asked for was £35less than bst year, and 
the contingencie:; showed an increase of £1,500, also 
owing to the increased number of patients. He 
was sure that hon. gentlemen who httd visited 
\Voogaroo would know that it was conducted 
with the greatest economy, combined with effi­
ciency, and the estitnate, being recornrnended 
by Dr. Scholes, might be relied upon. He had 
ha,d no desire or opportunity of visiting \Voogaroo 
previous to becoming Colonia.I Secretary, bnt 
having been there he could rmy that they had a 
most efficiently conducted institution, and one 
in which every kindliness that could be extended 
to their unfortunate fellow-being:; was extended. 

J\Ir. REES R. JOXES asked who were the 
official visitors and the per,;ons who received 
travelling ex penseq ? 

The COLONIAL SEOJU~TARY said the 
ofticial visitor was the police magistrate of 
Brisbane, and the medical visitor, Dr. Hill. 

:i\Ir. HEES R JOKES 'aid he was informed that 
the medical superintendent occasionally visited 
the coast towns to inspect the lunatic asy lnms. 
Did he receive any pay for so doing? 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY :;aiel Dr. 
Scholes visited the various reception-houses 
along the coast, and, of course, was paid 
tra veiling exvenses. 



Supply. [15 OcTOBER.] Supply. 669 

Mr. GROOM asked when the branch estab­
lishment at Toowoomba would be opened ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
:Minister for vVorks would know more about 
thttt. He could give no definite information, 
but wonld inform the hon. gentlem'm to-morrow. 

:Mr. HYNE said people were often arrested on 
suspicion of being insane, an cl con veycd to places 
of ,;afety by policemen. There was nothina 
which was so likely to make a weak-minded 
perwn insane as to be handled by a policeman · 
and he would su,;geqt to the ColonieJ Secretary 
~hat plain. clot~es conc:tables should be employed 
m conveymg msane persons, or those suspected 
of insanity, from place to place. 

Mr. GROOM said he wished to direct the 
attention of the Colonial Secretary to a case 
which had come under his notice ; the cttse of a 
railway employe who was placed in charge 
of a r>eilway c>ebin at Toowoomba, and within 
forty-eight hours of his being placed there 
was discoYered to he ins>enc. He was sent 
to Goodn>e, and >efter being there two months 
he began to show sign':~ of recovery. He 
was then sent on " message to the Goodn>e 
R>tilway Station, and the sight of a tmin hncl 
~uch >en overpowedng effect upon him tlmt he 
immediately clisappeared, and in the course of 
four or five days his body w>es found floating in 
the Brisbane River. He had left a wife and four 
children totally unprovide,l for. He (Mr. 
Groom) clid not know whether the hem. gelltle­
rn>en was >ecquainted with the circumstances, but 
he t!wngh_t the case was one deserving of some 
consHleratwn. The nature of the work that the 
man had to undergo-there being >en enrwmons 
number of lines to attend to-w>es supposed to 
have completely turned his bmin, >end had caused 
the unfortunate m>en's death. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said the 
m>etter was one that should be referred to the 
Mini.ster for Railways. If the man's insanity 
was caused through his being overworked by 
the Railway Department, there wa~ no claim 
ag>einst the department he (the Coloni>el Secretary) 
presided over. He was cert>ein that Dr. Scholes 
woulG! never h>eve sent the man out h>ed he 
known that he was in such a state. 

Mr. UNMACK said he was sure the Com­
mittee would be very much pleased to he>er some 
explanation from the Colonial Secretarv >es to 
whe_ther any steps were being t>eken to 'prevent 
the mtroduction of ins>ene persons from England. 
He was sorry to notice in the annual report of 
the medical superintendent that a large number 
of people were landed here direct from the 
immigmnt ships and transferred to \Voog>eroo. 
He thought such a st>ete of affairs should be 
altered, and he w>es sure the Colonial Secretary 
would be >eble to give some satisfactory explana­
tion. 

The COLONIAL SECimTARY said every 
precttution, so far as he knew, w~s taken by the 
Emigration Department in Engl>end to prevent 
the sendinQ" out of ins>tne people, bnt no doubt a 
great many had been introdnced under the im­
migrn,tion regulations. All th>et could be clone 
was clone, but when the pPople were here, what 
w>es to be done with them? The best mnst be 
mttde of tt bad job. Every premtution wa' taken 
to prevent such people being sent out. 

l\Ir. P AL:YIER said the superintendent of the 
asylum in hie annual report showed where the 
weak spot was with regard to those imported 
lunatics. He said:-

"The admissions exceeded those of last yea,r by 29, 
an<l the, special points to be noted in connection \Yith 
them are :-1. r.rlle large number who have been insane 
and in asylums in Great Britain anU \V hose attacks have 

recurred within short periods after their arrival in 
Queensland. Sixteen persons arc knO\vn to have been 
insane before leaving home, and these form over 6 per 
cent. of the admissions during the yea,r. 

~' 2. The large number of pe1·sons ·who rtrrive hy 
immig-rant ships and are admitted to asylnm, some 
rliruct. from the ships, otb(·r~k, after eOll1Jlarativcl.\' slwrt 
ru:sirlcnc<'s in the eolony :-'rwcn tY-ninc per~ons, many of 
whom are ttsecri.aiuc;( to llftYO insane family hi:-.torivs, 
\VCl'C tulmittell dnring 1S~7 nnd.er the abOYO-llWntionctl 
circumstances; thc-.e ::dye fm additional 12 per cent. of 
import0d lunatics achuitted dnriug the year." 
Then there was a table showing the conditions 
under which those unfortunate people >trri;·ed in 
the colony ; also showinf( that during the !>est 
ye>er or two the gre>et increase h>ed happened, 
and that most of them still remained in the 
asylum. He went on to say:-

" rrhc greatest care should be taken by the emigra­
tion anthorities at home that neither insane nor 
eripulod people should be allowed to leave for the 
colony. In one case arriving this yea1· a girl is brought 
out \Yho was insnuc ~tnd. poeuliar while waiting ship­
ment in the dcp<)t at Plymouth, bnt who was still 
shipprd., and after a fortnight at sea became violent. 
She went direct to the lunatic reception honse at 
l\:laryborough on the arrival of the ship at that port, 
and now reinains in this asylum." 

There therefore seemed to be some weak spot in the 
emigmtion system at home by which those people 
could get >essistance to come out to the colony 
and then go direct to our asylums. 

l\Ir. HODG KI:i'\'SON said all immigmnt vessels 
carried a paid medical officer. In how many 
cases h>ed they reported that there were insane 
immigmnts on boarrl on the arrival of the vessel? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
c>ese that had just been mentioned was, no doubt, 
an exceptional one, but still a considerable 
number had come out who h>ed such a h>ed 
recorcl th>et if thern had not been false repre­
sentations made on their beh>elf they would not 
lmve been able to g·et to the colony. Of course, 
hon. members were aw>ere th>et insanity might 
remain latent for a considerable time. 

Question put and passed. 

RECEPTIO~ HOUSES. 

The COLONIAL SECRgTARY moved that 
£2,.520 be granted for s>elaries and incidentals, 
reception houses. He s>eid some small expense 
would ho,ve to be incurred in providing additional 
cells >et the reception honse, as some of them were 
used for other purposes. 

Question put >end passed. 

GAOLS. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAllY moved that 
£12,108 he gmnted for sa.laries >end contingen­
cies in connection with Goals. He said there 
was " small incrt•ase of £25 to the s>elary 
of the clerk to the Inspector of Prisons, who 
had been in the receipt of only £100 a ye;cr, 
He believed he was an >edmimblc clerk, and 
>es the increase was recommended by the sheriff 
he thought it was one that should be made. 
Another addition to the Yote was £30 for " 
g>eoler and nmtron at Croydon. Then there 
was the gratuity to the late sheriff, £2G7, which 
he should explain. The bte sheriff, l\Ir. Hal­
loran, h>eving served fifty-four years under the 
Governments of New South \V>eles >end Queens­
land, it was considered >ed vis>eble that he should 
retire; and it was thought better, instead of 
following the course pursued in some cases pre­
viouR!y-allowing him to reti1·e on twelve months' 
leave-to give him the difference between the 
pension to which he w>es justly and honourably 
entitled and twelve months' full pay. That 
accounted for the >emonnt put clown in the Esti­
m>etes. 

question put and p>essed. 



670 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

PENAL ESTABLISHliiENT, ST. HELENA, 

ThR COLONIAL SI~CRETARY, in moving 
that £10,651) be granted for s;claries and contingen­
cies, penal establishment, St. Helena, said that, 
as hon. members were aware, since the last Esti­
nuttes \rete pnsi:md, a chau4·e had Leen 1nade in 
the ofllce of <nperintendout of the establisbnent. 
He thought that Cartain Townley was a very 
fit and pm pet· person to be appointer! sheriff, and 
in appointing the new superintendent of St. 
Helena he would take upon himself the respon­
sibility of saying- that he had appointed the best 
man· who could be found for the position. He 
had met him only once in his life, bnt 
he had gone to a good deal of trouble 
in endeavouring to find the best man in the 
public service for the post, as he thmwht he had, 
and that opinion was slmred by thbe hon. the 
Chief Secretary and his colleagues. The deputy 
superintendent and chief. warder was put down 
for an increflse of £50. He was a very old and 
valuable officer ; almost in valuable Llown there, 
knowing the whole run of the busine~.q, and he 
h'td been strong;ly recommended by Captain 
Townley for an increase, and also that his title 
should he changed to that of deputy superinten­
dent. It was thought that title would cornman<l 
n1orerespect amongst the unfortunate veo]Jle down 
there than simply "chief warder." The other 
changes were increases in the nu m l>er of trade 
instructors. There \vas no increase in the 
number nf warders or in their pay, although it 
would appear 'o from the :Estimates. The 
increa~ed an1ount arose fron1 warders getting 
more pay after a certain period of service, and 
there being more getting the hio-ber rate of pay 
than received it last year. The amount for 
" all(l\vances to warders for length of service" 
had been reduced from £150 to £2\ because the 
necessity for it did not exist. The total decrease 
in the vote was about £280. 

Mr. HODGKINSON asked if it was the in­
tention of the Government to place the Sheriff 
in charge of St. Helena as well as the other 
gaol, of the colony? Ho would · also like 
to kno-...\r whl"lther smne sa.ving could not be 
made in the item of "tmde instructors." There 
must be some men confined in the est1hlish­
ment who were able to instruct their fellow 
unfortuna;tes in the various occupations tttught 
by those mstructors. Efforts were being made 
in various parts of the world to reduce the 
expense" of maintaining criminals, and there was 
no sound argun1ent against making use of the 
knowledge they possessed in that direction. 

The COLONL\L SECRETARY said, with 
respect to the first question put by the hon. 
gentleman, it was the intention of the Govern­
ment next session to pass the new Prisons Bill 
which had passed through the Upper House, and 
which woul<l put all gaols and prisons, including 
St. H elena, under the charge of a comptroller of 
prisons. Practically he had taken upon himself 
in all mtttters connected with St. Helena, to consult 
Captain Townley-in an unofficial way, so to 
speak; so that it wa' re11lly under the cimtrol of 
the Sheriff, throug·h the Colunial Secretary for 
the time being, until the Bill to which be had 
1·eferred was passed. \Vith reg>trd to the trade 
~n . .;;trnct<?rs, tl;cre vvonld be great disadvantag-es 
m selectmg tnem from the inmates of the gaol. 
A free instructor had very much 11JOre control 
over the prisoners, and \Vas mnch more respected 
by them than one taken from the prisoners 
tbernsel ves. J!'urther, better tradesmen could, 
as a rule, be got outside the gaol than inside. 
\Vith regard to the employment of prisoners, 
every effnrt had been made to make the best use 
of the prisoners, and as a matter of fact a great 

deal of good work had been got out of them ; and 
Captain Pennefather was just as anxious to do 
that as Captain Townley had been. 

Mr. UNMACK eaid that. as one of the 
cmnmisRioners appointed to inquire into the 
Colonial Stores Department, lw had occ,1Hion to 
visit St. H elena officially, am! he fonnd that, 
with regard to the two l)ranches under ·which 
in;.;truction \n1.K given~~sadd1ery and tailoring~ 
there '\Vft.B not one solitary prh;oner belonging to 
either trade. It would, therefore, he utterly 
impm"ihle, at all times, to find an instructor 
amongst the prisoners. The Commission also 
learned while there, and duly reported, that the 
trade instructor for saddlery was a shoemaker 
who knew nothing about saddlery, with the 
c0nsequence that the s'tddles were utterly spoilt 
in the making-, and that the police to whom they 
were supplied bad to spend huge sums of money 
to make them fit for service, or throw them aside 
and bny their own. Th~ Commission called 
upon the then Colonial Secretary, "nd urgently 
desired him to immediately appoint a competen1; 
tr:1de instructor in s:'Lddlery. He did not know 
whether their request had been attended to, for 
he had been tol<l only the other day, by a compe­
tent nuthority, that the saddles now being turned 
out at St. Helena were absolutely worthless. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said there 
had been a new saddlery instructor appointed. 

Mr. UN:\iACK said that from what had 
reached him from a comvetent judge, he was 
afraid that a competent saddler had not been 
appointed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that all 
he could say was, that the chairman of the Civil 
Service Commission heard much more than the 
Minister in charge of the department. No such 
complaint bad been made to him. 

Mr. STJ~PHENS said there was one very fair 
instructor, a JYir. Smyth, whose services had 
been di8pensed with, and \Vhm;e successor, on 
arriving at the iRland, wa~found to be so "tight'' 
that he was returned by the same boat. The 
man who followed him he saw in town the other 
day, and he certainly looked very ~ick ; he heard 
that he also had been at the police court. He 
observed there were now four trade instructors 
instead of two; what particular trades were 
those four men teaching? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied that 
of the four trade instructors there was a tailor, 
a saddler, a shoemaker, and a tinsmith. 

Mr. HODGKINSON asked if the Colonial 
Secretary expected to get competent trade 
instructors at £2 10s. a week-less than the 
wage::l of an ordinary j ourn eyrnn.n ? 

The COLONIAL SECR:B~TARY replied that 
he had the same hope of obtaining instructom 
at that salary that the Colonial Secretary in the 
late Government had. 

Mr. 13ARLOW said that the prisoners who 
had been trained nnder the shoemakcr-sttrldler 
could not he expected to make good saddles in 
three months. It wonld take even an intelligent 
man twelve months to learn to make a saddle. 

JYir. l\fURI'HY 'mid he considered himself a 
good jmlge of sadclles, and the saddles he had 
seen at St. Helena were, as far as trees and 
workn1nnship wm·e concerned, as good n..s one 
could p;et in Brisbane or anywhere e]·,e; hut the 
material sent to St. Helena out of which the 
saddles were made was very defective. He lmd 
seen hog-skins there which no saddler would 
attempt to me, and basils an<l siLles which were 
full of cnts and half-cuts-the refnse of some 
tanyard-and the inmates of St. Helena were 
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Mr. GANNON said the "Lucinda" cost 
£15,000 or £16,000, and the interest on that was 
£6,000 or £7,000 a-year, which was a lot of 
money to pay for picnics. He reckoned that 
£5,000 a yectr of that could be 'wed by employ-
ing the "Otter" only. · 

Mr. GROOM said the "Lucincla" was ordered 
by a Government of which the present Premier 
was the head, and instructions as to it•, structure 
were sent from the colony. But the contractors 
of their own freewill, to show the colony whctt 
they could do in connection with the building of 
steamers, placed in her, at their own expense a 
cabin which was not in the original contract. 'In 
fact a great deal of the work was not in the 
original contract. He believed it was a very 
cheap boat and a very useful boat. She was very 
useful to hon. m em hers on both sides, besides 
being very useful for taking the Governor to 
various placr.>s, The colony was about to have a 
new Governor, who might desire tu visit different 
parts of the colnny. 'Why should he not go in 
the " Lucincla," instead of going by coasting 
steamer.,? He nmint,1inetl that the "Lucinda ,­
was one of the most useful assets of the colony, 
and the expenses were more than compensated by 
~he ctclvantages. As to using the "Otter" 
mstead of the "Lucinda," the former was built 
for the conveyance of goods, but the latter was 
not intended for that purpose. 

The PRE:\IIER: She was ordered for that 
purpose as well as for carrying passengers. 

Mr. GROOM said that no hnn. member would 
like to see the "Lucinda," used for the same 
purposes as the "Otter." He would be sorry to 
see the Committee, in a fit of economy, throw 
aside what was really a usefnl vessel. lio com­
mended the Premier for ordering her, aml he 
was s;1re that the colony had got :1 very good 
bargarn. 

The PREMIER said he did not like to si 
silent under the commendation,; of the hon. 
member for Tonwoomba. He did not order the 
"Lncinda." The boat that was ordered was "' 
boat to take the place of the old "Kate," which 
Wl.ts not only unfit for the work re'lnired, but 
also unsafe, and a great deal too small. They 
ordered a boat to cost £12,000, and the money 
was voted. After they left office in 1883 a 
cablegram came out, which he thought was 
misconstrued, asking the sanction of the Govern­
ment to an alteration of the vessel in a particnlar 
way, and that sanction was given. The boat was 
not built according to the specifications at all ; 
she came out as et complete passenger boat, 
without any accommodation whatever for 
goods. If hon. members would look at the 
correspondence they would H30 that the xnis­
take arose through misinterpreting the cable­
gram in regard to certain alterations. As to the 
bargain the Governn1ent got in the ''Lucinda," 
there was not tho slightest doubt about that. 
She was the cheapest vessel ever brought to Bris· 
bane. She was a magnificent vessel, but not the 
one that was ordered by his Government or by 
the Griffith Government. · 

Mr. GAKNON said he should like any hon. 
member to point out one single useful work done 
by the "Lucinda." It was all very well to stty 
that she was useful for taking the Govemor up 
North, or to Sydney, or to S0uthport; but that 
was not useful work, because there wure other 
ways of getting to those places without going 
in the "Lucincla." He thought he ought tn be 
supported in trying to get the vote reduced. The 
vessel had been in use about five ,.-ears, and must 
have cost, during that time, over £30,000. But 
during that time he did not think she had done 
£500 worth of work', The " Otter " had done 
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forty times as good work, and was quite good 
enough to do the picnicking work when it was 
necessary. 

:Mr. BARLO\V said the hon. member for 
Toomlml had clone good service in drawing 
attention to that matter, and, if his own friends 
were in of!ice, he would speak and vote as he 
intended to do that evening on that subject. 
As to the boat being useful for taking distinguished 
visitnrs about, and thctt sort of thing, if those 
visitors wanted to make themselves ac'lnaintecl 
with the colony, they should travel in the ordinary 
boats, and make themselves acquainted with the 
people of the colony ctt the same time. He did 
not know that there was any particular divinit.y 
hedging those people about, that required they 
should have a sumptuous yacht to go about in. 
The £7,000 a year expended on the "Lucinda" 
would be better spent in the payment of 
witnesses' expenses in preliminary investiga,-
tions. · 

Mr. HUNTER said that great exception wa,s 
taken some time ago to the vote of £13,000 for 
the Padimnentary Hnildings, but it would be 
more beneficial to the countrv to do awav with 
the "Lncinc!a" than to withhold the expendi­
ture on the Parliamentary Buildings. He would 
certainly vote with the hon. member for Toombnl 
on the question. 

Mr. GANNON moved that the vote be 
reducPd by the sum of £1,362 set down for the 
'' Lucinda." 

Question-That £"1,770 only be granted-put 
and negati ;ed. 

Original 'lnestion pnt and passed. 

CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
the sum of £59, 9G6 be granted for charitable 
allowances. That item was considerably increased 
and the increase would nece,,sarily go on from year 
to year so long as the present system of subsidising, 
hospitals was continued. On the first item-hos­
pitals generally-there was an increase of £8,000, 
compelled hy the clem;tnds made upon the Trea­
sury for assistance to hospitals throughout the 
conntry, and in some cases the money had been 
expended. There was an increase of £716 for 
drainage at the Brisbane Hospital. He was at 
first averse to that expenditure, but the hospital 
authorities pleaded poverty, and they could not 
allow the drainage to be neglected, and the 
amount wa,s promised. The next item was a 
new one, and appeared on the Estimates for the 
first time. It was for the blind, deaf, and dumb 
institution, for which £500 was asked, and he was 
sure no objection would be taken to the vote, con­
tingent as it was upon much less sums as might be 
raised bypriutesnbscription. Comingtotherelief 
committees, there was a new item of £100 for Bar­
caldine, which was ju'stly demanded, as there was 
a large floating population there. The amount 
for Brisbane was increased by £400, and the 
amount for Thargomindah was a new vote. Those 
votes might be argued as much as members liked, 
but in the long run they would have to be 
carried. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he did not know how 
those amounts were ctpportioned to the various 
relief committees. 13hckall received £150, Hugh­
enclen £200, Ipswich £300, and :Maytmvn £200, 
while Croydon ''as only allowed £iOO. There 
w,;s a population of upwmds of 7,000 people at 
Croydon, and there were not more thtm 200 
at J\Iaytmvn ; and at several other places he 
could mention the population was not one­
tenth pf the population of Croydon, which only 
got £100. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the hon. 
gentleman_ should bear in mind that Croydon 
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had received considerable sums of money for 
hospitals and other purposes in excess of other 
places he had mentioned. 

:Mr. GROOM asked if the £500 for the 
blind, deaf, and dumb institution was for the 
Queensland institution? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ye'; and 
I may mention that in this respect we have been 
most liberally treated by New South \V,.le, in 
years gone by. 

Mr. GROOM ~"id that was what he was g-oing 
to speak about, as in previous years they had 
voted something for theN ew South \Vales insti­
tution, and that sum appeared to have been 
omitted from the vote. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said there 
was a vote for the purpose in the Estimates of 
the Education Department. 

Mr. GROO:VI said he quite agreed that the 
amounts for charitable allowances would have to 
be voted; but it w<ts really a serious question, 
which hon. members would have to consider 
before long, as to what should be done with those 
charitable institutions, the expenditure in con· 
nection with which was growing enormmmly 
every year. He noticed that Sir Henry Parkes 
hadintitnatecl tothe::"rew South \Vales Parliament 
the other day that the Government were seriously 
thinking nf introducing a special measure dealing 
with charitable institutions and placing them under 
local control, and giving local n,uthorities power 
to levy taxation to keep them going. Something 
of the kind wonld have to be clone here before 
very long. The worst of it was that the persons 
who derived most from the expenditure upon hos­
pitals contributed least towards it, and the diffi­
culty was to get at them. He had known per­
sons coming into the hospitctl in his own district, 
and after they had been there a week or ten days 
it wa1< discovered, by letters coming to them, 
sometime,, from the savings bank, tbat some of 
them had from ,£200 to £800 lying to their creLlit 

'in the bank ; yet they came into the hospital 
pretGncling that they were paupers, and were 
maintained at the public expense. The question 
was how they could make those people pay some­
thing towards the hospital. 

The PREMIER : You cannot get at them. 
Mr. GROOM said they would have to devise 

smne plan whereby those v;ho got rnost advantage 
from such institutions should be made to con­
tribute something towards their maintenance. 

Mr. SA YERS said he could hardly agree with 
the suggestion of the hon. n1en1berforToowomnba, 
that a tax should be levied for the maintemmce 
of hospitals in the various districts of the 
colony. In the northern portiom; of the colony 
it would be impossible to apply such a principle 
with any fairness, as very many of the patients 
receiverl into the hospitals were men who came 
into town sick and without any money, and if 
people had to keep np the hospital by local rates 
they would simply refuse admission to such men. 
But under the present arrangement they were to 
a certain extent public institutions, and the police 
magistrate had the right to give an order for 
admission to patient•<. Although that vote 
was a large one, it was money well spent in 
a great number of cases. Looking down 
the list of amounts paid to relief commit­
tees, he noticed that the largest sums were paid 
to towns on the coast. He would like to know 
on what basis the amounts were determined. 
In many inland towns near to wLere railway 
construction was going on nn1nhers of n1en ill 
with fever were sent down to the local hospital 
by the contractor, and it would be unfair to tax 
the residents in such cases for the m:cintenance of 
the hospital. But he would like to know on what 
principle those amounts were apportioned. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
charitable allowances were based on a fixed 
principle, an endowment of £2 being paid for 
every £1 subscribed. The grants to relief cmn­
mittees were paid to the hospital committees 
except in three cases-namely, :\Iarybormtgh, 
Hockhampton, and \Varwick, where they were 
given to the Ladies' Benevolent Society. 

Question put and pasoed. 

MEDICAL m•J•'ICERS. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
·there be granted, for the ,;ervice of the year 1888-0, 
the sum of £4,7 40, for saiarie, and contingencies 
for Medical Officers. The only increase in that 
vote wtts caused by the appointment of medical 
officers in places where none existed before. 

Queiltion put and passed. 

CENTJU.L BOARD OF HEAT,TH. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
there he granted, for the service of the year 
1888-9, the sum of £1,000 for salaries and contin­
gencies in connection with the Central Board of 
Health. 

Mr. PHILP asked whether the secretary 
received only £,100 n yenr. 

'fhe COLO::"J"IAL SECRETAHY: He is also 
health officer. 

Question put and passed. 

PUBLIC INSTJTUTIONS. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
there be granted, for the service of the year 1888-ll 
the sum of £2,500, in aiel of Schools of Art. He, 
as well as other members of the Government, 
regretted they were not able, in the present state 
of the finances, to recommend a larger vote. 
Hon. members might take the word of the 
Government that when a favourable time came 
on, increases in that vote would be one of the first 
that would receive consideration, as schools of 
art were a. benefit to the com1nunity at large. 

Question put and passed. 

ThllSCELT;ANEOUS SERVICES. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
there be granted for the service of the year 
1888-9 the sum of £2G,250. The same remarks 
that he had made with regard to schools of art 
would apply, in a minor wa,y, to agricultural and 
horticultural societic,;. 

Mr. GROOM: Canyon not make >tn exception 
in their case ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
did not think that was possible, or that the 
finances of the colony would stand it. He 
hoped that tho .. e and the kindred societies, 
schools of art, would receive recognition at the 
hands of the Government in time to come, but 
at present they mnst cut their coat according to 
their cloth. There was a small increase of £250 
in the vote for agricultm·ttl and horticultural 
societies. There was an increase in incidental 
and miscellaneous expense• of £1,000. The 
item "Lmtns to cemeteries" was decreased by 
£200, and " Expenses of elections " were reduced 
to £n00. It might be interesting to hnn. 
members to lu:t<'n that the last general 
election cost something less than £5,100, which 
was the lowest that had yet been achieved. 
The engineer in charge of electric light would, as 
he had already explained, in future not appear 
in that vote, but would come under the Govern­
ment Printing Office vote. The sum of £4,000 
was put down for the Melbourne Exhibition. 
It woulcl cost more than that, but it was thought 
wise to pnt down a fixed sum, and the ~~<me 
remark would apply to the items "Civil Service 
Cmn1nissinn," and ''Revising the Statutes of 
Queensland." ·with regard to the snm of £2,700, 
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for the purchase of laud for a court-house and 
pnlice buildings at South Brisbane, that was 
inevitable ; but there was land retained by the 
State, which it was hoped would, before very 
long, recoup that expenditure to a consideritblo 
extent. 

Mr. GROOM sairl he was sorry the Govern­
ment could not see their way clectr to g-rant 
agricultural and horticultural societies .£1 for 
every. £1 misecl l1y subscription. Perhaps the 
Colomal Secretary woulcl remember that when 
that matter cropped up last session the then 
Chief Secretary stated that the decrease in the 
vote was only temporary. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: So we 
hope it is. 

The PREMIER: He had not to face the large 
deficit that now exists. 

Mr. GROOM said he wa' not one of those who 
was particularly frightened at the deficit. ·with 
the revenue of the cnuntry incrf•asing to such an 
extent as it was now, they woulrl soon wipe 
it out. He was sure that 'the hon. gentlemen 
sitting on the Treasury benches must anmit that 
there had never been a sec,kion of Parlin,ment of 
this colony in which so few applicntions for 
money han been made to the Treasury. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Because 
they know there is none. 

The PRE::YIIER: Did you ever t>ee such a 
deficit before? 

Mr. GEOO~J:: Yes, in 18Gfi. 
The PREMIER: A deficit of £G50,000. 
Mr. GEOOM "'id he had seen a wor'e one, 

and, of course, arplicatiom made for money then 
were not successful. As bras agricultmal and 
horticultural societie~ were concerned, a good 
many of them looked forward with expectation to 
the present Government to have the vote 
restored, and he was prepared to accept the assnr­
ance of the Colonial Secretary that that would be 
clone when opportunity offered. He understood 
that the Chief Secretary intenclen to continue 
the £2 for £1 endowment to rlivisional boards, 
and he coulrl assure him that that nmount and 
more would be required by some of them. He 
accepted the hon. gentleman's intimation tlmt 
he would restore the vote for agricu!Lural 
societies when possible, and hoped the time was 
not far distant when it wnuld be restored. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he wished to call 
attention to the amount for the relief of 
aborigine:;; and the n1aintenance of reserves. 
The gentleman in charge of the Bloomfielcl 
Station had died. He had been a most excellent 
man for the position, ann something should be 
none to continue his good work. If the Colonial 
Secretary knew the state in which the unfor­
tunate blacks were in at l\fitytown and George­
town he would m,<ke some provision for their 
relief. At Georgetown there were 300 or 
400 blacks camped about the town, and the 
Colonial Secretary could easily im»gine the con­
sequences, not only to the blacks but to the 
whites. Those unfortunate wretches had to live 
in a state of semi-starvation. The whole of the 
country in which they coulrl possibly live was 
occupied by squatters, anrl they were' dependent 
upon the people of the district for ;;upport. The 
miners, althoug-h very liberal-henrted, were 
unable to maintt<in a large crowd of bbcks, and 
steps should be taken at once to authorise some 
person in whom the Government had confinence 
to distribute bare necessaries, in the shape of beef 
and flour, two or three times a week to each family. 
The great p,lint was to get a thoroughly honmir­
able man, with some kindly feeling towards these 
poor wretchen creatures, to look after them. 
Their ultimate nestruction was only " matter of 

time, and the least they could do was to ease 
their path to the g-rave. The cost of feeding them 
woulrl not be much, and if a similar sbtion to that 
formed on the Bloomfield were established on the 
Gilbert Eiver, it would only require one white 
man to serve out the rations, say, once a week, 
so that the blacks shoulr1 not absolutely starve. 
It w,rs impossible for them to get a living from 
the natural resources of the district, and they, 
therefore, han the alternatives of cadging from 
the n1iner~, stealing food, or Rpearing the Rettlers' 
cattle. The sum on the Estimates was very 
small, and he hoped the Government would see 
their wt<y to make some further provision for the 
aborigines. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said no 
member of the Committee would, he was sure, 
refuse to grant money to carry out such :1 
lauclnble object as that advocated by the hon. 
gentleman, and no Colonial Secretary would 
shrink from taking upon himself the responsi­
bility of spending 1noney, if the necessity arose. 
He could assure hon. members that if the 
necessity did arise, additional relief would be 
afforded. Every member l'lf the community 
mnst recognise that they were dealing with a 
dying· race. Not much had been clone for them, 
but, at any rate, more charity was being displayed 
now. He could assure the hon. gentleman that 
he might I'est satisfied that the question he had 
raised wonld receive the attention of the Govern­
ment, and that, if additional relief was found to 
be necessary, it would be afforded. 

Mr. SMITH said he was glad to hear the 
Colonial Secretary say that justice \Vould be done 
to the ";borigines. He entirely sympathised 
with every word that had fallen from the 
member for 13nrke, but they required to do 
a little more than make advances of money 
and food. The aboriginal reserves should be 
pnt under manag€ment and control, and the 
blacks should know that when they were in the 
reserves thev were safe. There was no doubt 
that if some such scheme was carrien ont it 
would resnlt in a great saving, as there would 
then be no necessity to spen<l so much money on 
the native police. He hoped something would be 
done towarrl taking steps to create large reserves 
for the blacks, and that they wonld be managed 
so that the poor creatures would come in to them 
to receive food and shelter, and tht<t they would 
know they were safe. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said one matter he had 
forgotten to mention, and which he thoug-ht 
attention should be directed to, was the intimate 
association that existed between the a-boriginals 
and the lepers at Cooktown. The lepers were 
stationed on the north bank of the Endeavour 
River, with thE; view of isolating them from com­
munication with the population. The aboriginals 
about Cooktown, who were very considerable in 
number, had also to clear out 0f the town every 
night, 11nd very properly so, and go into camp on 
the north shore, where they had free and uninter­
rupted communication with the lepers. During the 
day those blacks were employed by the residents 
of Cooktown, as blacks usually were, about their 
premises. There had been very considerable 
donbt fLS to whether leprosy was contagious, but 
frmn recent investigations in some of the South 
Sea Isbncls there wt<s now no doubt that it was 
a very contaginuK disease; and jt was son1ething 
horrible to conceive the results that might hap­
pen from these bbcks associating with lepers 
all nig-ht and then mixing up in the daytime 
with all chsses of the community, for almost 
everybocly employed them. He did not know 
how it was to be checked unle:<s the lepers were 
removed to one of the islands close to Cook­
town. The only communication they would require 
would he to supply them with rations and 
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periodical visits of inspection by the medical 
officer and the police magistrate. There was a 
boat at the service of the police magistrate, and 
if that plan were carried out it would, >Lt any 
rate, put a stop to the present evil. 

Mr. ISA::\11:\ERT S>tid if the aiJoriginal 
reserves were properly conducted the natives 
could be made to grow a l::trge amount of theh· 
own food. 

Mr. COWLEY asked upon what principle the 
Brisbane Agricultural and Horticultural Society 
should have £250 of the grant, and other societies 
only £100? 

The PREMIER : Because it is a larger town, 
I suppose. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
subscriptions were l::trger. The provision was 
that Brid)ane should not exceed £250, while 
other towns were limited to £100. Considering 
the population of Brisbccne, he thought £250 \Vas 
a very low limitation. 

l\Tr. GANNON said he saw two items~one 
£500 for the Acclimatisation Society~ he did not 
know whether that ought to be allowed to go; 
he supposed that :ts it was a thin Honsc it would ; 
otherwise he should have had something to sav 
about it. 'rhe other was the ever-recurring 
" revising the statutes of Queensland," which 
seemed to crop up pretty regularly. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
item for the revision of the statutes had not 
appeared on the Estimateo for a goorl many years 
past. The sum no\v on the Estimates was for 
the revision now being rrmde by Mr. \Voolcock 
and Th1r. Pain. It was nine years since the 
statutes were revised, and it was time· that they 
should be revised again. He did not pretend to 
be an expert in such matters, but he had it on 
the bc't authority that the work was being 
admirably clone. It must be understood tlmt 
the cc mount put down was 11ot a final settlement, 
but only on account, 

Question put and passed. 
'l'he PRKI'diER moved : That the chairman 

leave the chair, report 'progress, mHl ask leave to 
sit again. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDG E said he must con­
gratulate the Colonhl Secretary uvon having got 
the whole of his Estimates through in one sitting, 
in addition to the "Executive and Lt"gi:;la,ti ve. '' 
He did not remember any previous instance of 
such an ccchievement in that House, and he would 
only draw attention to the fact that, whatever the 
Opposition might be, they were not a vindictive 
body. They had given evidenoe of a sincere 
desire to forward the business of the country. 

The PRElVIIER S<tid he hoped the hon. gentle· 
man would have an opportunity of congratubting 
two Ministers upon having got through their 
departments in one night, before the Estimates 
were done. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :mid he 
must admit that the Opposition bad acted admir­
ably on this occasion. He only hoped they 
would keep up their good conduct. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TRJ~A­

SURER, the Committee obtained leave to sit 
again to-1norrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,~ I move 

that this House do now adjourn. The business 
to-morrow will be the Railways Bill and the 
Chinese Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at fourteen minutes to 

11 o'clock. 

Personal E:1'Planation. 




