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508 Ways and Means. [ASSEMBLY.] Formal Motions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 4 Octouer, 1888. 

Question.-Pctition-Ann street Presbyterian Church 
Bill.- Formal ~iotions.- Water Bill-committcc.
Salc and Use of Poisons Bill-second reading.
South Q.uccnslnnd Sandstone Qnanies.-Return of 
Landed Prourietors.-Ways and Means-resump~ 
tion of committee.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAJ{ER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. TOZER asked the Minister for Railways-
1. Have the Government any objection to opening 

for road traffic the Dickabram Bridge, Mary River? 
2. Tf not, will they see that the officials, or body, 

whose proper duty it is, take the necessary action 
without delay? 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon. 
H. M. Nelson) replied:-

1. The Government have no objection to open the 
bridg-e in question for road traffic, 1wovided the Divi
sional Board make the neccssm·y regulations. 

2. The Government have no po,ver to compel them to 
do so. 

PE'l'ITION. 
ANN STREET PRESDYTJmiAN CHUllCH Bn,L. 

Mr. MURPHY presented a petition from 
certain per,ons against a Bill entitled "tt Bill to 
vest in new trustees the lands comprised in deeds 
of grant Nos. 2847, 2848, and 284!J, being allot
ments 8. 9, 10, and 11 of section 2G, parish of 
North Brisbane, and to enable the trustees for 
the time being thereof to sell, mortgag-e, or lease 
the same and for other purposes.'' He moved 
that the petition be read. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIF:B'ITH said: 
Mr. Speaker,-I think there should be some 
reason given for reading a petition against a private 
Bill. The Standing Orders provide that such 
Bills shall be referred to a select committee, 
and the petitioners have to make out their case 
before it. The select committees arc appointed to 
investigate such c~,ses, and save the House the 
trouble, by examining witnesses and so on. I do 
not remember an instance of a petition against a 
private Bill being reacl. In the present instance 
a select committee has not yet been appointed. 

Mr. MUUPHY said: Mr. Speaker,-With 
the permission of the House, I will withdraw the 
petition for the pre,,ent. 

Petition, by leave, withdrawn. 
At a later hour, on tl1e motion of the hon. mem

ber, Mr. Ml!RPHY, the petition was received, 
and ordered to ,be referred to the Select Com
mittee appointed to inquire into the Ann street 
Presbyterian Church Bill. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed 

to:-
By Mr. R. H. SMITH-
rl'hat there be lnid upon the table of the House, 

copies of the Government Geologist's reports, together 
wi.th all correspondence, in connection with th~ 
boring for coal in the 13owen River district, J 
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By Mr. REES R. JONES-
1. That the Ann street Presbyterian Church Bill be 

referred for the consideration and report of a Select 
Committee. 

2. Tha.t such committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and leave to s!t dnrln.~ any adjourn
ment of the House ; antl that it consj"t of :J'If.,:'il'S. 
UmnacJ~, }Ic::\Iaster, Gannon, G. II. Joncs, and the 
mover. 

WATER BILL. 

Cmnn'l'TEE. 

On this Order of the Day being called, 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said: Mr. 
Spe::tker,-I am very anxious, before going 
further with this Bill, to hear the views of the 
Chief Secretary on the subject ; and as it is not 
convenient to go into the matter to-day, I move 
that this Order of the Day be postponed till this 
day week. 

Question put and passed. 

SALE Al'\D USE OF POISOifS BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

Mr. FOXTON said: Mr. Speaker, -The 
objects sought to be attained by this Bill will 
commend themselves to every thinking person in 
the community. It will place hindrances in the 
way of the destruction of human life, whether it 
be by accident or design, and that must 
be admitted to be an advantage to the com
munity at larg-e. This Bill was introduced 
in another place some ye.crs ago, and about the 
same time as the Bill which has since become 
the Pharmacy Act was introduced. It was then 
withdrawn, and it was thought at the time that 
it would be embodied in the Pharmacy Act, as 
has been clone with similar provisions in some of 
the other colonies. In New South vV ales the 
Pharmacy Act as we have it here, or something 
analogous to it, and provisions analogu1B to 
those of this Bill, are embodied in one Act. In 
Victoria that is not so, and there the matter 
is dealt with by a specin,l Act, of which this Bill 
is almost a rescript. There is little or nothing 
original in this Bill as at first introduced into the 
other Chmnber, as, if not a rescript of the Vic
torian ~statute, it is an adaptation of that and 
those portions of the New South vV ales statute 
hearing on the question of poisons. The ulti
mate object of the Bill is the preservation of 
human life by the prevention of accidents ter
minating in death by the taking of poison, and 
also the prevention of crime. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B. 
D. Moreheacl) : To limit the privilege of poison
ing. 

Mr. FOX TON: There is SJmething in what the 
hon. member says, but it is still proposed to allow 
chemists and doctors to poison at their own sweet 
will. It will put a limitation upon the power of 
persons to poison themselves, unless they are 
duly qualified to deal with poisons. While making 
reference to the Acts in New South Wales and 
Victoria, I may as well say that Queensland 
enjoys the unenviable distinction of being the 
only colony which has not legislated on this 
subject. Acts similar to this Bill are in force 
in New South \Vales, Victoria, South Aus
tralia, New Zculand, Tasmania, and even vV est
ern Australia. On looking through this Bill 
hon. members will find that the first schedule 
has beon divided into two part'. 'l'he first con
tains a list of certain poisons which are sought 
to be placed on a different footing from those 
contained in the list in the second part. They 
are, in fact, poisons as to which it is proposed to 
put a limitation on their sale-an obstruction, so 
to speak, upon their indiscriminate sale. Certain 

formalities have to be gone through when these 
poisons are bought and sold. No particular 
reference is made in the Bill to the second part of 
the first schedulf', but reference is made to the 
schedule as a whole-to all poisons including 
those contained in both varts of the schedule. I 
will not detain the H on se long in moving the 
second reading of this Bill, as I am aware that 
very important Government business is to follow. 
The second clause of the Bill]novides that-

H Every person who 8hall sell any poiwn flpccificd in 
the first part of the first schednle to this Act shall, before 
the delivery thereof to the purchaser. inquire I1is name, 
place of abode, and occupation, and the purpose for 
whieh such poison is nqnircd or stated to be requh·ed, 
a,nd shall thereupon make a faithful entry of such ~::o::tlc," 

specifying the quantity of poison sold, and 
other particulars stated, in a book to be kept 
by the vendor for that purpose. The entry 
nmcle in that book must be signed by the 
vendor and the purchaser, unless where the 
purchaser declares himself unable to write, 
and in such a case a statement of the fact 
must be recorded along with the entry by the 
vendor. Further, it is provided that whenever a 
witness to the sale is reCJnirecl by the Act the 
entry must also be signed by the witness. In 
the case of a sale l1y correspondence, the clause 
provides that the particulars of the correspon
dencemust be entered in the hook mentioned; and 
if the poison is sent by post the letter or packet 
containing it must be registered. It is :'!so 
further provided that no person shall sell pmson 
ordered by correspondence-

(; To any person "'ivith whose signature he is not 
acqmdntccl. nnles;;; such signature shall have been 
'vitness<=d by a justice of the peace, or clergyman, or be 
authenticated by some person known to the vendor." 

I do not know why a clergyman h>~s been intro
duced as a competent witness for snch a purpose, 
but that is a mere matter of detail with which 
we need not deal jubt now. Clauoe 3 of the Bill 
provides that-

" No person slmll sell an~y pr1ison specified in the first 
part of the said fir"'t schedule to any 11crson 'vho is 
nnder the age or ei,::htecn yenrs. or who is unknown to 
the vendor, unless the sale l1e made in the presence of 
some witnf"'·~ 'ivho i_.,, known to the vendor. au<l to whmn 
the pnrchascr is known, and whiCh witnF.;;s signs his 
name, together with his place of abode, to the required 
entry before the delivery of the poison to the pur
ch<lscr." 

By clause 4 it is provided that-
" It sha1l not be la'ivfnl to buy or Etell any poison for 

the a\ mved purpose of ctostroying rats or other vermin 
infestin.g honscs ana prembes, unless the purchaser be 
a honscholdcr." 

Clause 5 is one to which some exception has been 
taken in other parts of the world, and it requires 
that arsenic and strychnine must be coloured. 
Arsenic is to be coloured by soot or some 
other black substance in proportions stated 
in the clause before being sold, and strych
nine is to be coloured by Armenian bole or 
some other reel colouring matter before sale. 
There is also a proviso to the clause to this 
effect-

" Provided ah'irays that wlwnevcr the purchaser 
statt"8 thrrt such arsenic 01' stryehni.ne, or any pre~ 
paration thereof re~q,ectiYcly, is l'P 1nired not for any 
}Jat:Jtoral or a~;ricnltnral nse or for the destruction of 
vermin. bnt for some 111H'i10SC for which such other 
aclmixture wonl(1, aef'nrding· to the rl;pres~ntation of 
the lHll't~ha:-cr. l'l:Hlcr it unfit snclllloison may be HOlc1 
witlwut the admixture herein11;;fvre SllCCificd." 

That is a very necessary provision, bec~use 
colouring- n1ay in n1nny iusbtllCP;S opeya~e agmnst 
the purpose for which the porson rs mtenderl. 
Clause G is one to w hi eh possibly there m;ty be 
some exception taken. By it patent or prop:ie
trtr·y medicines are excepted from the operatwn 
of the Bill, although, as is well-known, some 
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patent medicines contain a large proportion not 
only of deleterious matter, but also of deadly 
poison. Of course the Bill does not apply to 
the vending of any poison, if it is compounded in 
any medicine according to the prescription of 
a duly qualified medical man; nor if it is 
included m any hornm''l"'thic medicine unless 
of tt particular strength, which is well under
stood by the medical profession ; nor to 
the sale of photographic materials for the 
purpose of photograpby; nor to the sale of 
medicines dispensed by a veterinary surgeon for 
animals under his treatment. Some persons may 
think that these exceptions are very wide, but 
while doing everything which can be done for the 
purpose of attaining the general objects of the 
Bill, it is well to bear in mind that if the princi)Jle 
is followed too far it may hamper and interfere 
with va.rious industries, and cause a great deal 
of unnecessary inconvenience. By clause 8 no 
person is ttllowed to sell any poison unless he 
holds a certificate from the Board of Pharmacy, 
or is a legally qualified medical practitioner, or a 
registered pharmaceutical chemist. Claese 9 
provides that if a person produces a certificate 
from a legally qualified medical practitioner, or a 
police or stipendittry magistrate, that he is a fit 
lJerson to be allowed to sell poisons, he shall receive 
from the Board of Pharmacy a certificate as a 
dealer in poisons. I think that is a provision 
on which there may be a great deal of discns>ion. 
If we are to place any restrictions at all upon the 
sale of poisons, it appettrs to me that we should 
be going teo far in retaining this clause in the 
Bill. It would, in my opinion, to a very great 
extent defeat the main objects of the Bill. It 
would be a very simple matter for ttlmost anyone 
to obtain from some duly qualified medicttl prac
titioner, or police or stipendiary mttgistrate, a 
certificate that he was a fit and proper person 
to sell poisons. I do not think this power 
should be placed in the hands of any individual 
member of the medical profession, because tt dis
reputable member of that profe,sion -and there 
are disreputttLle members in every profe~sion
might make a business of the sale of these 
certifictttes of competency at so much per head. 
However, the matter is open for discussion. 
Clause \J further provides that-

" Every such dealer shall keep all poisons in a cup
board of suilicient dimensions, and containing such 
shelves as the Board of Pharmacy may direct." 
I may mention that the Board of Pharmacy 
have power to make regulations, ttnd the word 
" direct" may mean by the regubtions. Possibly 
it might be as well to stty that in the clause and 
make it quite clear. Clauses 10 and 11 deal with 
the labelling of bottles and vesqels containing 
poisons, and so forth, and of course relate to the 
·whole of the poisons mentioned in the schedule. 
It may be '"':tid that in many respects the pro
posttls in this measure are somewhttt crude, and 
that it will be very difficult to secure convictions 
under the Bill if it becomes law, bec;1nse there is 
a great deal which will be matter of opinion with 
regard to whether certain drugs contain certain 
poisons. I can quite see where there may be a 
conflict of evidenceregardingquestionsof fact, but 
notwithstanding that there may be difficulties in 
the way of securing convictions under the Bill, 
I would point out that the real safeguard lies in 
the formalities which it is nece,sary to observe 
in the purchase and sale of poisonous drugs. 
l'\o man who contemplates suicide will care to go 
to the chemist and give full details of the trans
action tts required by this measure-~the rettsons 
why he wants the poison, and so forth-and sign 
an entry to that effect. If he does he will do it 
deliberately in cold blood, but I do not think an in
tendingsuicide will care to go through that ordeal. 
At all events these provisions will clog the way of 
a suicide I do not think I need stty anything 

more about the Bill. I have endeavoured to be 
as short as possible in giving hon. members 
an outline of the general principles of the Bill. 
I certainly do think it is time a m~asnrc of this 
nature was adopted in this colony. Everyone 
must be ttware, not only of individual instances 
where life htts Leen lost through the want of such 
a measure as this, bnt also of a f>tr grmtter num
ber of cases where narrow escapes have occurred. 
Such instances have come under my notice. JYiy 
own children httd a very mtrrow escape on one 
occasion from being the victims of some hydro
chloric acid left carelessly about by some 
plumbers. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY : This 
measure does not provide agttinst carelessness 
of that kind. 

Mr. FOXTON: Yes, it does, in this way, 
that it will bring under the notice of per
sons using poiwns the fact thttt it is not 
desirable to leave those poisons about. In that 
way it will, I think, have a very beneficial effect 
in such cases as that to which I have referred. 
I beg to move trmt t)1e Bill be now read a second 
time. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAHY Raid: Mr. 
Speaker,-I think that in introducing a Dill 
of this nttture the introducer should give the 
House some reason for bringing in the Bill. There 
has no reason whtttever been given for the intro
duction of this Bill. If, as the hon. member 
sttys, such a law is in force in other colonies, 
and if he had shown this House that the 
death-rate per 1,000 of the population here wtts 
s-reater, through the use of poison, than it is 
m the other colonies, then there might have 
been some sufficient reason for introducing a 
measure to deal with the que.otion of selling 
poison. But, even if that reason had been 
given, I think that this Bill is certainly one that 
does not meet the cttse. I think hon. gentlemen 
who have read the Bill will see tlmt it is weak 
from beginning to end. Setting aside the 
colouring of poisons, we will go on to the Gth 
clttuse, the marginal note of which sttys: "Cer
tttin salc'R excepted from the Act;" but what is 
excluded-all patent medicines? 

Mr. FOXTON: I pointed th<tt out. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I am 
pointing it out, too, for the information of the 
House. The clause excludes chlorodyne and 
various other medicines, and also proprietttry 
medicines, which, I presume, would cover tlmt 
aesthetic way of getting out of the world-the 
taking of " Rough on Rats." I fancy that 
"Roncch on Rats" would be included in this 6th 
clause~ That is to say, there is nothing to prevent 
anyone who wishes to poison himself or anyone 
he has a desire to put ont of the world from 
exercising his wicked will by ttdministering a dose 
of "Roug·h on Rats." 

Mr. DRAKE: The 4th clause provides for 
that. 

The COLONIAL RECRETARY: The 4th 
clause does not deal with the question unless the 
person concerned considers himself or his friends 
rats or vermin. If the hon. member reads the 
clause he will see it is exactly as I state. 

Mr. FOXTON: Put " Rough on Rats" in the 
schedule. 

The COLONIAL SECRB~TARY: How many 
things will have to be pnt in the schedule? Ther.e 
is no doubt that very many of these patent medi
cines are poison, and the Gth clause will not cover 
them. Therefore I say the 6th cbuse gives 
power to sell poisonous compounds without any 
restriction. Then, with regard to another portion 
of that clause, of cour"e it must be well known 
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that a very large quantity of strychnine is used 
in the poisoning of native dogs and other vermin, 
but the clause says :-

"Nor shall it extend to any sale::; by wholesale dealers 
in t.he ordinary course of wholesale dealing, if an order 
in writin_g signed hy snch lHlrchaser shnll be given for 
the supply of the sa-me." 
That clau;e will have to be amended. The 
words '~or his agent" will h::tve to be inserted, 
because the purchaser really will be the owner of 
the station, and the purchase will be made by 
his agent. The clause goes on to say :-

"Provided tlmt all such sales shall be entered in a 
book, and that the bottle or other ves:sel, wrapper or 
covet·, box or case, immediately containing the poison 
be labellecl as required by this Act." 
I presume, it will be entered in a book by 
the bookkeeper of the seller. Is any specbl 
book to be kept to record the sales of poison? 
Now, we will go on to the wonderful clause !J, 
and it i.s a clause that must be read not only with 
wonder, but with admiration. It is fearfully and 
wonderfully constructed. 

"Any person who shall produce a certificate from a 
legally qualified medical practitioner or a police or 
stipendiary magistrate that he is a fit and proper person 
to be allowed to sell poisons shall rccei ve from the 
l~oard of Pharmacy a certificate as a d01Llcr in poisons, 
on payment of a fee of ton shillings per annum to such 
J~oard of Pharmacy." 
\V ell, I ask you, Mr. Speaker, was ever a more 
preposterous clause put in a Bill supposed to be 
of a restrictive character? In endeavouring in 
this Bill to protect the public from the undue sale 
of poisons, in a very real and.shallow manner we 
here give in this clause 9 almost an absolutely free 
license to anyone, on the payment of 10s., to go into 
the market and sell poisons. And the hon. gentle
man himself had to admit that it was possible to 
find a weak-kneed person to issue a certificate, but 
he did not say for what sum-·we will say Gs. Sd. 
Now, we will go on further. He has to pay 10s. 
p~r a;'num to the Board of Pharmacy, that is 
His .. Sd. fo.r the fi~st o:ear for the privilege of 
sellmg prnson. We will go O<l now to discover 
how this dealer in poison is tn deal with the 
poison. \V e find he has to do this so as to safe
guard the public:-

"Every sneh dealer in poisons s:ha..ll keep all poisons 
in a cupboard of sufllrient dimensions, and containing 
such shelves as the Board of Pharmacy nuty dirAct." 

\V ell, could a,nything be more absurd? Is there 
any provision that the cupboard shall be locked? 
Is that dealt with? All he has to do is to pay 
16s. Sd., get a cupboard, buy poison, and sell 
it how he likes, when he likes, and to whom he 
likes. Now, I think I have said enough to show 
that this Bill as it stands is unworkable. I do 
not think it can be licked into shape even 
in committee, and I think it would be very 
much better for us to reject it at the second 
reading. It is badly drafted. It is drafted on 
the wrong lines, and will be no safeguard what
ever to the public. I would be the very last to 
object to a measure which would attain the 
object this Bill has in view, but as it stands at 
present it would be a disgrace to our Statute
book. Talk about driving a coach-and-four 
through an Act of Parliament, why, a man and 
a jackass could walk through this. 

An HoNOURABLJ<J MEMBRR : Henr, hear ! 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I am 

glad to hear the hon. gentleman say that, and I 
cannot congratulate hiln on his vanity. 

Mr. FOXTON: The Cow·ie1· says that the 
Minister of Justice constn:icted it. 

Mr. DALRYNIPLE said: Mr. Speaker,
\Vhether this Bill is framed with sut!icient 
precision or not, I think a Bill of this sort is 
wanted, Now, I do not admit that it is a 
Bill that is at all calculated to prevent anyone 

desirous of taking his life from doing so, because 
there are many means of accomplishing that act 
by the use of articles outside the scope of the 
articles that the public are not permitted by tbis 
Bill to purchase. I remember a case in which a 
man complied with all these precautions- He 
purchased poison, and I may ob:c;erve that in 
order to disarrn the r:eller he \VaR very ::tnxious to 
save Gd; that is to say, he wanted to get ls. 
worth for Gd., not because he had not the 1s. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Because he 
wanted to leave something to his fmnily. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE: Because of his native 
thrift. The seller did not take sufficient 
account that the purchaser was a Scotchpmn, 
and the consequence was that the sale was 
effected in spite of these precautions. But 
although a Bill of this sort, or one somewhat 
similar, could not be expected to prevent people 
from committing suicide, it is possible that it 
would diminish the risk of suicide; it is possible 
to prevent mistakes, or to assist in doing so, and 
also to prevent persons doing away with their 
neighbours without leaving any trace". It is 
with some such object I should be di~posed to 
advocate the passing of a similar measure. It 
compels the purchaser to have his address placed 
on record, and to have witnesses; that to some 
extent would prevent persons cmnn1itting crilnes, 
because by these precautions these crimes would 
be traceable. That to mv mind is one reason 
for the Bill. A similar Bill is in existence in 
Great Britain, in Victoria, and I believe in New 
South \Vales. Its object is to ensure that people 
who sell poisons shall be to some Axtent respon
sible persons. Of course the~· may use their 
discretion. I know of a case that occurred at 
Rockhampton in which a young woman pur
chased something that she believed to be poison, 
intending to do away with her miserable exist
ence, but the person who sold the supposed 
pdson condescended to a little fiction. He 
did not give her poison at all ; she went 
away, took this perfectly harmlecs substance, 
with the result of creating a great commo
tion and the calling in of a great number of 
medical men, but nothing came of it. Still, had 
she been able to get poison, she would prol1ably 
have accomplished her object. \Vith a Bill of 
this sort I think crimes, if committed, would be 
much more easily discovered, and persons know
ing this would not be so disposed to commit 
crimes. As was pointed out by the hon. the 
Colonial Secretary, it is a very serious defect in 
the Bill that such poisons as "Rough on Rats" are 
not included. If you l<ok at the statistics of deaths 
from poisoning, I believe it will be found that 
that is rather a favourite medium by which persons 
terminate their existence. Still, the fact of cer
tain omissions occurring in the Bill does not go 
to show that some measure to diminish the risk 
arising from the sale of poisons should not be 
passed. I think, too, it would have been wf'll 
had the hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill 
brought in certain facts in connection with 
poisoning to show how frequently-we will say
accidents occur. The hon. the Colonial Secretary 
said that certain statistics had not been brought 
in to show the necessity for the Bill, but I think 
the existence of a Bill of this sort, or any limita
tion to the facilities by which the public can 
get poisons, would probably result in cases of 
poisoning being discovered and being placed on 
record that we e;mnot fin,i out now. I myself 
have not seen the Bill before to-day. 

The COLOKIAL SJWRETARY: Read the 
9th clause. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE: I say I have not had 
possession of the Bill until to-day, and have not 
been called upon to give any opinion upon it, but 
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I certainly do think a similar measure would be 
very nsefnl. I admit, with the hon. the Colonial 
Secretary, that the 9th clause, under which any 
person is apparently allowed to sell poiRons, 
provided he gets a cerW)cate, is a very insuffi
cient srdeguard to the public. That, however, 
I am informe'! by the hon. member for Uarnar
von, it is propoRed to alter in Committee. \Vith 
regard to clause '1, which has also been criticised 
by the hon. the Colonial Secretary-

" It shall not be htwful to bny or sell any uoison for 
the avowed purpose of destroying rats or other vermin 
infesting hons:.es a.nd premises, unless the purchaser be 
a householder." 

Well, Mr. Speaker, this seems really to confine 
the privilege of being careless with poisons, or in 
absolutely poisoning one's neighbours, to house
holders. Other people are forbidden to do so ; 
but a householder can take either his own life, or 
apparently other people's lives, by means of this 
very common poison, ''Rough on Rats." It seems 
to me that the criticisms of the hon. the 
Colonial Secretary are quite called for. I do 
not go so far as to say that a Bill of this kind is 
not necessary. I think the better course would 
be for the mover of the Bill to withdraw it, let it 
be examined by those competent to express an 
opinion on the subject, and then let it be reintro
dnced. I believe such a mea.sure is necessary for 
the reasons I have given-that in ca.ses of crime 
it would enable us to bring the blame home to 
the right p[lrtie,;, and possibly prevent misfortune 
to the community. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said: Mr. Speaker,
! agree with the last speaker when he suggested 
that the best thing- for the introducer of the 
Bill to do is to withdraw it and reintroduce it in 
a more compact form. Until I read the Bill I 
thought it would be likely to attain the object in 
view, which, I pre•oume, is to prevent people 
poisoning themselves. But I believe that, if 
anyone went into statistics and investigated all 
the poisoning cases that have occurred in the 
colony, he would not find more than about one out 
of 100 of the poisons used covered by this Bill. 
Ninety-nine out of 100 of the articles th~tt will 
produce poisoning are not mentioned in the Bill 
at all. Of course it is a chemist's Bill to prevent 
other persons from selling these things without a 
certificate. My principal objection to the Bill 
is that all the articles that ought to be men
tioned in it are not mentioned ; articles that 
do far more harm than any of the articles 
enumerated in it. The hon. member for J\fackay 
mentioned the case of a girl at Rockhampton 
who wanted to poison herself, but the chemist 
gave her only some harmless medicine. \Veil, 
that girl must have had very little sense, because 
she could very easily have poisoned herself. If 
she had taken about two g-lasses of spirits of wine 
it would have finished her, or a bottle of brandy 
would have done the same. Pure nJcohol
very little of it-will poison anybody, and 
you can get it from a public-house. If you 
t:>ke the pure alcohol out of a single bottle of 
brandy and give it to anyone in this Assembly it 
will kill tbem aC< sure as fate. Yet this is not 
mentioned in the Bill. Ninety-nine unt of every 
hundred of the horrible deaths, murders, and 
poisonings are cornnritted through this one 
article, and yet not a word about it in the Bill. 

f,<J:r. FOXTON : Move that it be inserted in 
the schedule. 

Mr. l\IAC:FARLANE: It would not be 
carried. The Bill at all events is very crude, 
and I would advise the hon. member to withdraw 
it [lnd introduce it ag-ain in a better form. A 
similar Bill was introduced a session or two ago 
and thrown out for very similar reasons, and, it 
is hardly worth while wasting the time of the 
House in discussing this Bill in its present form. 

Mr. FOXTON said : Mr. Speaker,-! am 
aware that I am not entitled to reply, but I wish 
to make a personal explanation. Hon. members 
have referred to me as the introducer of the Bill, 
I am not the introducer of the Bill. It was sent 
clown to this House by message from the Legisla
tive Council. 

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir 'r. Mcllwraith): 
You are it.s godfather. 

Mr. FOXTON: I am not the introducer, at 
all events. I never read the Bill until it had 
passed the other Chamber. 

The PREMIER: I thought that. 
Question-Tha.t the Bill be now read a second 

time-put and passed. 
The committal of the Bill was m<tde an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow week. 

SOUTH QUEENSLAND SANDSTONE 
QU.\RRIES. 

Mr. NORTH, in moving--
1. That a Select Committee be appointed, with lJower 

to send for 11ersons and vapers, and leave to sit during 
anY adjonrnment of the House, to inquire into and 
rePort upon the sandstone {1uarries of the southern 
districts of the colony. 

2. That such committee consist of Messrs. Annear 
}:lorgan, Luya, 1Vatson, O'Snllivan, and the mover. 
-said: iVIr. Speaker,-In moving for a select com
mittee to inquire into the capabilities of the 
different quarries in Sout~ Queensland, ~ do so 
with the object of setthng the questwn as 
to the supply to be practically obtain~d from 
them as far as that can be ascertamed by 
expe;ts. Large quantities of st9ne corne into 
Brisbane from the Southern colomes. There are 
at present eight quarries worki!'g in the elector-ate 
I represent, but those quarnes are co_mpletely 
shut out of the market by the stone Imported 
from the other colonies, which, I believe, is 
no better. According to the latest returns 
there are two quarries working at Goodna, 
and they turned out 2,000 tons of. stone of the 
value of £750 · ilcven at Gat ton, w1th an output 
of 7, ms tons ~f stone of the value of £18,249 ; 
one at Brisbane, which turned out 2,184 tons of 
stone of the value of £1, 71G; one at Mary
borough, the output from which was 2,~66 to':s, 
of the value of £2SG ; and one at \V arwJCk, w1th 
an output of 1, 600 ton~, of the value of £480. 
If all the Southern quarr1es were properly worked 
it would cause a large population to settle i!' the 
districts round about Toowoomba, Hehdon, 
Goodna, and Brisbane; and the Railway Depart
ment would derive a large benefit from the 
carriage of the stone. ~fost of the stone used 
now comes, as I said, by water from the South. 
But a great portion of t~e sto':'e that the Queens
land National Bank IS bmlt of came from 
Helidon and was considered ctnite good enough. 
I should' be verv ulad if the House would grant 
me this committ~e to inquire into the quality 
of the stone in these quarries. I beg to move 
tbe resolution standing in my name. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! do not 
think anybody can have any objection whatever 
to a conimittee of this kind, for I am sure we 
shall all be glad to have the opinion of such 
ucntlemen as J\Ir. Annear, ~Jr. l\'forgan, Jliir. 
'tuya, J'llr. \Vatson, and. J\Ir. :)'Snllivan ~1n this 
important subject. It IS a p1ty the motwn was 
not brouo-ht forwrtrd at an earlier period of the 
He~sinn; because, as the comrnittce cannot sit 
after the prorogcttion, there will ~le v:ery ~i~tle 
time for them to pursue thmr mqmnes. 
But I shall be satisfied if they proceed to 
work as soon as they can, and give us 
their opinion, whatever 1t is. I have not the 
sliuhtcst idea of interfering with the committee, 
but I think the object of the committee should 
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be to examine the different places where stone is 
found, compare the stone produced here with 
that imported from the other colonies, and then 
express their opinion upon it. They ought not 
to hold their sittings here and send for witnesses 
to express their opinions. rl'hat is not what is 
wanted; they should examine the stone them
selves, and then present the report contccining· 
their opinions upon it as expert~ to the House. 
·with that idea I am perfectly satisfid with the 
committee, and I do not think there can be any 
objection to it. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
entirely agree with every word said by the 
mover of this motion. I believe we have stone 
in this colony that can compete favourably with 
any stone in the other· coloniC's. But I am 
diffident in acting on this committee, and I will 
give you some of my reasons. I am the owner 
of a stone quarry myself, and in any little trans
action of mine in this House I should <tlways 
like, if possible, to keep my fingers clean. I clo 
not think I should be a competent judgR in this 
matter. 'fhe probabilities are that I should 
recommend my own quarry as being better than 
any other man's. I do not think a party 
concerned should sit on such a committee, 
nor do I consider myself a very capable 
judge of stone, although I have had some 
dealings in it so far as the building of fifty or 
sixty houses in Ipswich is concerned. I would 
sugg·est to the hon. rr1ember a very nble 1nan, an 
old q~arryman of thirty or forty ye:crs standing, 
who 1s not a member of the House. I do not 
think any member of this Committee is a quarry
man, and some outside members, who are really 
good judges of stone and practical quarryrnen. 
should be appointed. I would therefore suggest 
that the House should consent to the appoint
ment of a quarryman whom I know m,·self, 
and who has been employed by almost every 
contractor in Queensland. He is a man named 
Ben nett ; there are three brothers of that name 
living in the neighbourhood of Ipswich, and one 
of them is fammh; as a jndge of stone. I would 
suggest to the hon. member that that man he 
appointed in my place. 

The PREMIER: Y on cannot appoint a man 
to a select committee who is not a member of 
Parliament. 

Mr. U'SULLIV AN: Then I would rather 
some other member were appointed in my place, 
as I am the owner of a quarry which I believe to 
be a good one. 

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-! merely 
wish to allude to what I think is an oversight in 
the constitution of this committee. Sinee I 
have been in the House, all select committee" 
have been cam posed as far as possible of an oq tml 
number of members from each "ide of the 
House. This proposed committee I notice is com
posed of six members, two being chosen fron1 one 
side of the House and four fro~1 the other. I am 
very glad to see that the hon. member for 
Stanley is on the committee, as I believe he has 
practical knowledge that would be of great use 
to a committee of thie kind ; but I would suggest 
that another name should be aclclc<l to make the 
nun1ber seven, and I would Rnggest the inclusion 
of the hon. member for Gympie, l\Ir. 2\Iellor. 

The PREl\IIEH: Name him instead of the 
hon. member for Stanley, J\Ir. O'Sullivan. 

Mr. SALKELD : I would suggest that the 
hon. member for Stanley should he retained on 
the committee, and that the name of the hon. 
member for Gympie, Mr. Mellor, he added. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : I have no objection to 
act, but I wish the House to know my position. 

1888-2 K 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH said: Mr. 
Speaker,--! only rise for the purpose of suggest
ing that the motion be amended by giving the 
committee leave to move from place to place, 
as they can do more good hy moving about than 
hy Ritting in a romn down stair,-,,. It vvonld be 
better to arl<l after the word "papers" in the 
second line the words "and move from place to 
place.:, It is not an nnconnnon thing to give 
that power to a committee, if it is desirable to 
do so. 

Mr. NORTH said: Mr. Speaker,-! am quite 
agreeable to acnpt the amendment of the leader 
of the Opposition, and also to accept the sugges
tion of the hon. m em her for J<'assifern, to include 
the hem. member for Gym pie, Mr. Mellor, in the 
committee. 

Amendment agreed to ; and question, as 
amended, put and pas,;ecl. 

RETURN OF LANDED PROPRIETORS. 
Mr. SAI,KELD in moving-
That there be laid upon the table of the House, a 

return showing- the names of nU landed proprietors, 
whether individuals, syndicates, banh:s, or other corpo
rate bodies, owning six hundred and forty (640) acres or 
upwards of freehold country lands, with the area iu each 
ca5te-
said: Mr. Speaker,-I may mention that this 
return was moved for during last session, and I 
believe it has been prepared, but was never laid 
on the table of the House, as the session ended 
before it Wl\S completed, so that this is really a 
formal motion, although the Premier called out 
" not formal," as he understood it had been 
called for some years ago. He has no objection 
to it, however, now, as the return has been 
already prepared, and is ready to lay on the 
table of the House. 

The IVII~ISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M. 
Hurue Black) said: Mr. Speaker,-! believe this 
return was prepared last ses,sion after an immense 
amount of trouble being taken in its compilation, 
and the.t it was completed too late to lay it on 
the t>tble of the House before the last session 
cloced. As it is now actually in type, I think 
it would be a great pity if the type were dis 
tributed after so much trouble having been taken 
in the preparation of this return; and I informed 
the Premier to that effect just now, as he was 
undPr the impression that it would be a very 
voluminous return, and would require an im
mense amount of labour. The return is practi
crtlly rea<ly, and can be laid on the table of the 
House in a few clays, if the motion is carried. 

The COLONIAL SJWRETARY said: Mr. 
Spe.:1ker,-\Vith regard to this motion of the 
hon. member for Fao-,;ifern, I would point out 
a serious omission in the l'E''olution as it stands. 
It re:tcls :-

" Thnt there be laid upon the tltble of the House, a 
rctnrn shmving the muncs of all landed proprietors, 
'vhether individnnls, syndicates, banks, or other cor-
11Drnte bodies, O\Vning six hundred and forty (640) 
acre"., or upwards of freehold country lands, with the 
area in each case." 
At what particular date? That is not mentioned 
here, and therefore I do not think the motion 
c:1n pass as it stands. The motion will have to 
he withdrawn and amended. The J\1:inister for 
Lands pointed ont that the return has been made 
up to a certain dat~ last year, ancl, therefore, the 
reilolntion if it pass will not lead to those papers 
being- laid on the table of the House, as they do 
not come up to the present time, but deal with 
the lands held at a certain fixed elate, and this 
proposition does not deal with that. 

'l'he HoN. SIRS. W. GRIFFITH said : Mr. 
Speaker,-! would suggest that the elate be 
mentioned. The return, as prepared, must be 
made up to a certain date, and I would suggest 
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to the hon. member either to mention the date in 
the motion or to say, "as ordered by this House 
in the session of 1887." That will show that 
we do not want to incur the trouble uf prepitring 
::t fresh return. 

The :MINISTER 1<'0R l\11!\ES AND 
\VORKS (Hon .• J. M. :Vbcrossan): Leave a blank 
for the date, and fill it in aft~rwards. 

Mr. .JORDAN oilid: Mr. Speaker,-:VIy 
impre~'"ion l~ that in thiR rctnrn the tignres sho\\~
ing the. (\Uantity of land hdd ::ts indicated by the 
resolntwn, were brow:ht up to the end of ,June 
last year. I think we should t.tke the suggestion 
of the leader of the Opposition, and ameud 
the motion so as to read, " as ordered by this 
House last year." 

The MINISTER J<'OR l\H:CD<;S AND 
vVORKS said: Mr. Speaker,-Seeing no one 
knows the dctte to which this return has been 
prep>tred, it w:mld he better f,,. the hon. m em bet· 
fnr }1,assifArn to po..:;tpone his proposition until 
this chy week, <md by that time he can havo the 
date inserted in the ctmenrled motion. That 
would be better tlmn to withdraw it, :'lnd not 
get the return. I would like, while speaking· 
on this subject, to ask the JVIinister in charge 
to see . that this return is kept up. A few 
yPars ago I cnllecl for a si1nilar return, and the 
lYlinh;ter for Lttnds of the clay promised me to 
keep it up ; yet the neces.dty hcts ctrisen to go 
through the sante form now because it was not 
~e1~t up, and so a. htl'ge and unnecessary expenf':e 
IS mc:nrred. Tf the return were kept np it 
would serve as a sort of perpetual Doomsrlay
l3ook for Q.ueenslctnd, ctml would be verv useft1l 
indeed. · 

Mr. SALKELD srtid: Mr. Speaker,-There 
was no elate mentionerl in the return I moved for 
laRt se.-:sion. I rnight a.mmul n1y present Inotion 
by arlding a few words to it. I do not wi·.h to 
affix any dnte, as the return is already in type 
and printed,,· and altering the date \vouhl neces
sitate "great deal nf extra labour. I will simply 
move that the words "as ordered in the session 
of HR7'' he ctdded at the end of my motion. 

The PREMIER said: lVTr. Speaker,-I do 
not think there is any occasion for the motion 0ot 
all. The return is printed and will he laid upon 
the t>thle of the Home. It would he better to 
withdmw the motion :>nd by the paper upon the 
t:>hle by comnmnd. I am quite willing to ctdopt 
the snggP':tion of the Minister for .Mines, that 
the return should be kept up. 

Mr. O'SULLIVA::'J said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
ha ve a distinct recollection of a return of this 
n>~ture having been bid upon the tnble some 
yea,rR ago, n.nd it was considered a very va1na.ble 
report all over the colony, and it met with the 
most favourable criticism from the Press. It was 
also then the wish of the House, ctlthong-h no 
motion wets moved, that the return should be per· 
petual. The promise made to lay the present 
report H]lon the table is qnite sufficient, and the 
hon. member might as well withdraw his motion. 

Mr. GROOM said: Mr. Speaker,-The order 
of the House la.st yectr wets in the followin;;· 
words, ctnd wct.s made on the 1st September:-

" l. That the order of the IIon~e on the llth 
Augn~t last, tllnt thero l1;:: lnid nnon of th~J 
IInuse ccrt:tin lan.l~ from 
tllo Crown by au(l pre-emvtion, be 
rc.~cincled. 

'' 2. 'l'hat tlE~ Um1~:o (10 now n1a1~c the follo,ving or<ler 
in plar-o thereof :-That there ho 1~ id upon the table 
of the House :1 return showing,-

(1) The names of all lanflcd proprietor,-\vhctlwr 
indiviJluals, syndicates, bank~, or other corporate 
bo<lies- owning .-.:ix hundred and forty (610) 
ac.rcs and upwards of freehold country lands, 
w1th the area in each case. 

(2} The number, average area, and total area of all 
selections in each land ngen t's district ta.kcn 
up in each six months during the first two and 
a,-half (2~! years after the coming into operntion 
o[ ttJC Crown r,ands Acts of 1868, 1876, and lSS t 
rC~}lCCti\-el~-. distinguishing ~razing from agri
cultnral farm:-.. nudcr tltn Act of 18:-14. 

(3) 'l'lte arc\1 alld 11rke vcr acre of all laruls sold by 
an('tion, and or all lauds prc-cmpted under the 
Pa~toral f.ca!-;e~ Aets during caell or the la~t 
eight (8\ .:;e:tl'S." 

:From thrtt the House will be able to see the 
im portane;e and magnitude of the return, and as 
the :Yiinister for Lctnrls srtys the whole of it is in 
type, and bas simply to he laid upon the table of 
the House, it would he a pity thctt that labour 
shonlJ be lost. I entirely agi·ee that the return 
should be kept up. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAllY: Why 
should it mentio.'n G-10 acres ? 

Mr. GROO::'Il : I do not see why it should not 
be kept as a Nort pf JJoonv:;day Book, aH has been 
suggested, and show who ctre the proprietors of 
our lands. The return moved for by the preoent 
Minister for Mines and \Vorks in the year lf\7G 
was n. very vttlnable one, and I hope the hrm. 
member for Fct,,ifern will consent to adjourn the 
clehate. -

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: 'rhe 
promise to lay the return upon the table is- quite 
sufficient. 

Mr. SAIJKELD stticl: Mr. Speaker,-! will 
l1CCept the promise that aas been nmr!e, and, 
with the consent of the House, will withdraw my 
motion. 

lVIotion, by leave, withdmwn. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
RESU:I!PT!ON OJ;' 00;\D!ITTEE. 

On the motion of the COIJONIAL TREA
SUHEH. (Hon. Sir T. Mcilwmith), the Svectker 
left the chair, ctnd the House resolved itself into 
a CmnmitteA of the \Vhule, to further consider 
the 'vVay" ctnd Means for raising the Sup1'lytu he 
granted to Her 1\lajesty. 

The question was :-
That there be raised., levied, collected, and paid on
Spirits or strong w:1ters, excepting perfumed spirits, 

of nny stren,,_;t.h not exce·~ding the strength of proof by 
Sykes·s llydt·om, tcr, atHl so in proportion for any greater 
strcn;2.·th than the strong'ih of proof--per gallon, l~s. 

Spirits, cordial~, m· strong waters S"\Ycctened or mixed 
with any article so that the strength thereof ca']_not be 
C"Xactly tt...%vrtained by ~ykcs's hydrometer-per gallon, 
12s. 

ca.~oe spil'it.~-reputcd c;mtcnts of two, three, or four 
gallons, shall be charged. on and after the first dn.y of 
l\1arrh, 1SS9. Two gallons and under, as two gallons; 
awl not exceeding three, as three gaJlons ; over three, 
and not exceeding- four, as four gallons. 

I>erfumed spirits, per Iiqn1d gallon. 20s. 
~Iethylated spirits, per liquid gallon, 5s. 

On which it wa.s moved, by wny of amendment, 
that the words "twelve shillings " he omitted 
wi~h. a v~,ew of inserting the words "fonrteen 
sh1llmgs. 

Q.uestion-That the words "twelve shillings" 
stand pctrt of the paragmph--put. 

l\Tr. MACFARLANE said he was in bvonr 
of the amendment to increase the duty to 14s. 
per gallon, his pdncipal reason being that very 
few pe'l[Jle would feel the ctrlditional taxation, 
wherectc< the Treasurer would feel the benefit. 
Besides, he hoped the 'rrea.surer would see his 
waY to reduce some of the duties which had 
alr;:acly Leen increctsed, such as the duty on 
ont1neal, for instance. Thet·e \vas a great row 
abont the increased duty on oatmeal already 
amongst the people of Ipswich. £4 per ton was 
too much on oatmeal when flour was allowed to 
come in free. Though flour was the food of 
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some it was not the food of others ; and those 
who fed on oatmeal were taxed to an alarming 
extent, whereas those who fed on flour got their 
food free from taxation. Reverting-to the question 
of spirits, he thought it would be good for the 
people themselves, and good for the country, if 
the tax were increased from 12s. to 14s. Besides, 
to use an argument put forward last night by the 
Treasurer with reference to tobacco, the increase 
would make the duty nearly equal to what it was 
in the other colonies. In Victoria the duty was 
only 12s. per gallon, but in ~ew South \Vales 
and South Australia it was 14s. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBEll : No. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said he thought he was 
right. In \V estern Austmlirt the duty was 15s. ; 
in Tasmania it was 12,;, ; in New Zealand it was 
16s. on spirits in bottles and jars, and li:is. on 
spirits in bulk; so that by adopting the amend
ment the Committee would scarf'dy mise the 
duty to what it was in some of the other colonies. 
People were alwrrys ready to JlftV for drink. The 
grog score must be paid ; but the bootmaker, 
the grocer, the butcher-and someone suggested 
the printer-their accounts were frequently left 
unpaid. 

The Ho~. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said that 
the proposal to increase the duty by 2s. per gcollon 
was an important one, seeing that it involved-if 
the consumption were not reduced-an increase of 
between £50,000 and £()0,000. ~With regard to the 
general quRstion, it was very difficult, at first, to 
discover any principle in the tariff proposed by 
the Treasurer ; and what had taken place since 
had not made it any cl eo rer. It was not clear 
what the principle was, except that the Treasurer 
wanted to get money, and did not particularly 
care how. It did not seem to matter very 
much to him how the incidence of taxation would 
fall. The hon. gentleman desired to encourage 
local industries, but he was surruunde<l in 
the Cabinet by gentlemen who wanted the 
tariff so arranged thrtt it should contain 
nothing inconsistent with the doctrines ,jf free
trade. There was tbe anomaly .of an hon. 
gentleman introducing a protective tariff, and ''t 
the same time being· obliged to introrluce one 
which his colleagues could '·~Y contair::ed nothing 
inconsistent with the trne principles of freetrade. 
That was like trying to eat the cake and have it 
too. If more money wcos required by taxation, 
its incidence should be as fair as possible. l\Iany 
people thought it was a mistake to raise money 
through the Custom-house at all, but that was 
not the question now-nor were they now con
sidering whether property ought to bear a 
greater share of the burden. If money had to ·be 
raised through the Customs there might be either 
a fairness or an unfairness of incidence, and the 
result of the tariff nnrler c0nsideration would be 
to make the burden hll in a larger proportion on 
necessaries than before. The burden on neces
saries would be largely increased, while the 
burden on luxuries would only be increased 
to a small extent. That was not fair, and 
he thought they might properly, when they 
had the opportunity, endeavour to alter the 
incidence of taxation in the right direction. 
K o one could say that spirits were not a luxury, 
in the sense in which the term was generally 
used. He did not object to consume them 
in Tnoderation. Smne gentlcm1en said it \Vas 

sufficient to drink water, but that did not agree 
with his constitution. Spirits and all stron;: 
waters were luxuries, and could verv well bear a 
duty of Us. as in New South \Vales. The 
Treasurer said last night that the contribution to 
the revenue through Customs per head on 
account of spirits was greater in (~ueensland 
than in New South Wales; but that was pro
bably owing to the greater number of adults in 

Queensland in proportion to the total population. 
'fhe result of increasing the · duty might be 
to decrease the consumption of spirits per head. 
That was a matter by which the Northern part 
of the colony was particularly affected. They 
consumed a great deal of spirits in proportion to 
the popuLttion, becanHe tho_re was a much ]arger 
proportion of men there. He did not know that 
the 1nen there consuniecl n1nch rnore spirit,'"~ per 
head than men in the South, but the nmount 
consumed was greatly increased in proporti.on to 
the population, by the much greater proportwn of 
adult males. The tariff, as framed, would be 
extremely oppressive upon the Northern part of 
the colony. Of that there was no doubt, and it 
was pointed out from the first. The discussions 
that had since ta.ken place, all they had seen of 
the opinions of the people of that part of the 
colony, and all the comideration they had been 
fLl)le to give to the 1natter since, made it rnore and 
more manifest that the tariff would be excessively 
burdensome upon the Northern part of the 
colony. It would be burdensome everywhere, 
but it,; incidence would be specially heavy upon 
that part of the colony. There was no reason 
why they should, in the face of the unanimou.s 
opinion in the Northern part of the colony, deli
berately do what a large number of members 
of the Committee thought would be an 
injustice. The opinion in the North was 
almost unanimous on the subjeet, and he 
believed tlw opinion of the Committee by . a 
majority agreed with it. Why should they, m 
the face of that, do what wrts a manifest 
injustice? \Vhy not take the opportunity of 
remedying it ?-unless, indeed, they desired to do 
injustice for an ulterior object. They ought to 
do what was fair, and it was fair to so adjust the 
burden of taxation thcot the people of the 
North might not have to bear more than their 
fair share of the burdens. He believed that if 
the proposed increased tax was put upon spirits 
they could afford to remit some of the other 
duties on articles they had not yet dealt with, 
and which would be most unfairly oppressive. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
when the debate commenced they heard a great 
deal about the additional duties pressing very 
hardly upon the working man.· When they got 
into the details they found the hon member 
who had just spoken voting consbtently to 
incref\se the duties which were said to press very 
hardly on t.he working man. That had been. the 
result nf the debate up to the present tnne. 
The hon. gentleman now turned round and told 
the Committee that, up to the present time, 
they had very much increased the taxation on 
the necessarie~ of life, and that it affected par
ticularly the population of the North. How, 
then, did the hon. gentleman propose to remedy 
that? By first telling them that the people in the 
North drank a great deal more brandy and spirits, 
and would, conserruently, have to pay a large pro
portion of that duty ; and then he proposed to 
adjust matters by taxing spirits at 2s. per 
gallon more than was proposed in the tariff. 
\Vhere WetS the hon. member's logic? The 
hon. member for Townsville, in proposing the 
a1nend1nents he did, was working out a per~ 
feet scheme, but it diff2red from his tariff and 
he coul<l not accept it - the hon. member 
said, put so mnch mme on whisky and take so 
much more off other things. The hon. member 
opposite not only consented to put a great deal 
more on other things, bnt he had also sup· 
ported all the motions for increases. The 
reason the hon. member had given fm supporting 
the increased duty on spirits had gone from 
him as the increased duties had been carried on 
the 'articles he wished to see relieved-at all 
events, on a great portion of them. The Trea
surer, therefore, did not require the money, 
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When they required more money he did not say 
he was going to stick to the 12s. as the proper 
duty on spirits. If he was Treasurer again he 
might want lfis. or 20s. on spirits, bnt he did not 
want it now. The leader of the Opposition 
had been perfectly illogical in the action be 
had taken. The first time the t>Lriff came on 
he ~:mid it was oppressing the poor 1nan ; 
next he went and consistently voted for 
increases on every iten1 where the poor 1nan 
was affecte<l, as laid down by the hon. mem
ber for Toowong. He did that, and then he 
laid clown a proposition that the North was very 
unjustly treated in those it<ems where the South 
was protected, and they had to pay for it. Then 
the hon. member laid down a further proposi
tion, or fact rather, that the North paid a great 
denl more per head through the spirit duty 
than the rest of the colony, and the result he 
drew from the whole lot \vas that they should 
equalise things by putting a further additional 
duty on spirits, that would more injHriously 
affect the North than any other part of the 
colony. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFF[TH said it 
"'as very easy to put up ninepins and knock 
them down again ; but if the Colonirtl Treasurer 
had remembered better what votes he had given 
and what he ha<l said, the hrm. gentleman would 
not have made the speech he had just made. He 
had vote<'l for seveml reductions of the burdens 
on the consuming classes, and he had voted 
aga_inst the hon. Treasurer where he had sought 
to mnrease them. In other matters, where the 
taxation would not have been burdensome on 
the consuming classes, and would have tended 
to encourage local industry, he, had voted 
for increases. He had voted consistently 
throughout for the purpose of encouraging loc~l 
industry and diminishing the burdens upon the 
consuming classes. It was, of course, difficult 
to reconcile the two principles throughout, but 
the Treasurer, while professing to desire the 
encouragen1ent of lncal indnKtries, hacl not been 
consistent at all. He (Sir. S. W. Griftith) had 
voted, as he said, consistently throughout. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Donaldson) : On candles, to wit. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: I gave 
very good reasons for that. 

Mr. MURPHY : You tried to smother an 
industry already established. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GHIFFITH said he had 
given very good reasons for his vote on that 
item. If the hon. Trcasnrer had taken the 
trouble to quote what he did say and do, he 
would not have made the speech he had just 
made. 

Mr. GOLD RING said that., although the pro
posal to increase the duty on spirits had come 
from aN orthern member, he intended to oppose it, 
as he thought, with the Colonial Treasurer, that 
the burder; would fall heavily on the working men. 
The Colomal Treasurer should be supported in that 
matter, especially by those who were bringin«for
ward the working rnan in every instance as their 
excuse for decrmtsing the proposed e"Xtm duties. 
The hon. member for Ipswich had 'aid that the 
proposed inc.rease in the duty on spirits would 
not fall heav1ly upon working men, as they stuck 
to the "nobbler "; but he might inform the hon. 
ge!1~leman that many working men bmF,ht their 
SjllrJts by the gallon, or two g:Lllons, and in such a 
case they would have to pay 2s. or 4s. extra for it, 
and that very likely would Jm:vent them from 
getting it. He knew several lttrge contractors 
who were compelled to keep spirits in their 
camp as medicine for their men. Hon. members 
n;ight laugh, but he was speaking from expe
nence. He knew contractors who would not 

themselves touch a spoonful of spirits, but who 
never left their camp to look after their men 
without a supply of spirits for them. The men 
might be c>tught in a heavy shower of rain and get 
wringing wet, and no rnen1ber of the Comn1ittee 
being· in the sarne position would object to a "nip" 
of brandy. Another objection he had to an 
increase in the duty was that it would probitbly 
lead to a large amount of adulteration. If a 
publican had to pay 2s. per gallon more for his 
spirits he would have to make that up in some 
way. 

An HoxouRABLE ME~IBER: He can put water 
in it. 

Mr. GOLDRING said some might put water 
in it, but there were others who would have 
recourse to other n1easnres so as to infuse extra 
strength into the spirit and connterbalance the 
extra water with which it was diluted. In view 
of the whole circumstances, therefore, he thought 
he would lw doing his dut:~ in opposing- the extra 
tax proposed on spirits. 

i\>Ir. LITTLE said he thoroughly endorsed all 
the remarks hut one made by the bst speaker. 
The hon. member started his speech by referring 
to the Northern members and spet~king of them 
in the plural number, whereas he should have 
used the singular number, as he was specially 
alluding to the hon. member for Townsville, Mr. 
Philp. He (Mr. Little) spoke a.s a Northern 
member. He was not a great lover of spirits, 
but he could take his "nip" when he required 
it, and he should certainly oppose the proposed 
increase in the duty. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was of opinion that an 
increase in the duty on spirits would have a very 
injurious effect. He was very much struck by 
the words which fell from the leader of the 
Opposition when the hon. member for Stanley 
asked "what are we to drink?" The hon. 
gentlen1an said ''\Vater." 

The Hox. 8w S. W. GTIIFFITH: Oh no! I 
said some people say that. 

Mr. ADAMS said be understood the hon. 
gentleman to say "water," but that it did not 
agre" with his constioution. Possibly water might 
not agree with the constitution of other per%ons 
any more than it did with the hon. gentleman. 
There wr.~ a great deal in what the hon. member 
for Flinders had said with regard to spirits being 
used at outside stations for medicinal purposes. 
Hon. members might laugh, but it was so never
thelh<. People in cities and towns did not need 
them so much for such purposes, but in outside 
places where per><ons were liable to be bitten by 
poisonous insects or snakes spirits were very 
valuable. He (l\fr. Adams) thought it would be 
very unwise to increCLse the duty on spirits, which 
wet:e already very heavily taxPd. He remem
bered that net very many years ago he was told by 
a person that he could get some extra good gin if 
he bought it in bulk. He inquired of his agent if 
that were possible, and was informed that he could 
get it if he liked to go to Spriggs. He believed 
that if they increased the duty they would have 
1nore persons like Svriggs manufacturing spirits 
out of drugs, and that was not what they wanted. 
\Vhat they wanted was the pure article, and if 
they put too much duty on the pure article, there 
was not the slightest dou ht that people would be 
incluced to manufacture spirits out of deleterious 
drug;<, injurious to human life. The Committee 
ou~;"ht to J<tnse before they did anything which 
ntight lead to such nefarious practices. He 
certrrinly would do all he poesibly could to stop 
any increrrse in the duty on spirits. 

Mr. UNl'dACK said one hon. member had 
argued that an increased duty would have a 
very prejudicial effect in so far as a large 
<juantity of spirits wac; consumed as medicine. 
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A~ medicine was u~ually dispensed by a tea
"poon, or dessert spoon, he would like that 
hon. member to tell them whether he had 
made a calculation a~ to what difference an 
increase of 2s. l'er gallon Wl)uld make in a dose 
of medicine. Really, that was an argument 
unworthy of any member of the Committee. 
He (Mr. Unmack) thought they had sufficient 
facts given them by the Colonial Treasurer to 
justify the proposed incn•otse in the duty. The 
hon. gentleman told them the previous evening 
what was the quantity of SjJirits per head annually 
consumed by the population of the different 
colonies, and he stated thttt the value per heitd in 
Queensland was 25s. ; l'\ ew South \Y ales, lSs. ; 
Victoria, 13s. Sd. ; and South Australia, 6s. 8d. 
Looking at those figures it appeared to him that, 
if they wished to decrease the consumption of 
~pirits, the very best thing they could do was to 
mcrease the duty. He should be very pleased 
indeed to vote for the increase, becm1se 
he thought nothing could be more injurious 
than to encourage an excessive consurnption of 
spirits in a climate like that of Queensland. He 
could not doubt that spirits were a luxury, 
because no man need indulge in the luxury if he 
was not able to pay for it. If an increase of 2s. 
per gallon were passed, the price of a glass of 
whisky or brandy would be the same as before ; 
the only difference the increase would mn,ke 
would be a small decrease in the profit of the 
publican. Considering that they had consistently 
been called upon to vote increases in the duties 
on the ordinary necessaries of life for the masses, 
he thought the least they could do was to vote 
for an increase on that which was a luxury. 

The COLO~IAL TREASURER said the 
hon. member had referred to the figures he 
rtnoted as having proved his case, that a less 
quantity of lirtuor was consumed where the duty 
was 14s. per gallon than where it was 12s. 'l'he 
principal case the hon. member used was that of 
New South \V ales. But the tariff in that 
instance was only altered last year, and all the 
figures he (the Colonial Treasurer) quoted related 
to the consumption under the 12B. duty and not , 
under the altered mte of 14s. The figures under 
the operation of the latter duty we.re not yet 
available, so that the hon. member had proved 
his (the Colonial Treasurer's) case inste;~d of his 
own. Figures were a n1ost valuable argument, 
but persons using them must understand what 
they meant. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he had always 
listened to the hon. member for Toowong with 
great respect, and believed he was a great acqui· 
sitio~1 to the Committee. He had the greatest 
possible respect for all the hon. member had said 
on the tariff. But it was possible that a man 
might sometimes be too clever, a,nrJ he thought 
the hon. member had proved himself too 
clever. 'The hon. member quoted statistics to 
prove that the higher the duty the less was 
the amount of spirits consumed by the pmjJle, 
and that an increa,,e on the tariff in this 
respect would contribute to make them sober. 
There never was a more false deduc,ion drawn 
from any proposition in this world than that if 
they raised the duty on spirits people would 
drink less. Did the hon. gentleman know that 
he could make spirit in his own kitchen? 

Mr. UNMACK: I do not know your ability. 
Mr. O'S ULLIV Al'\ said he had not ability 

enough to see the depths of the hem. gentleman's 
ability, but he mu4 know tlmt there were 
facilities.allo;•erthe colony, and in every colony, 
for malnng hquor. He knew rnen who could 
make it in their own kettles. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I wish 
you would give me their names. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said there was not the 
slightest fear of his giving the names. 'l'here 
never was a greater rnistake than to suppose that 
a high duty would lessen the consumption of 
spirit. It encouraged poteen-making. Any 
farmer in the colony could make his own spirits. 

An HoNOUlL'\DI.Il Mmnmm : Bad spirits. 

1\Ir. O'SULLIV AN : l'\ot necessarily bad 
The high duties in the other colonies had not 
discouraged drinking. A great deal of laughing 
had been indulged in at the expense of an hon. 
member who sat behind him for saying he 
required spirits. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) rertuirecl 
a little drop himself. He w,,s very fond of that 
sort of medicine, and could take it when he 
could not take doctor's )nedicine. In that sense, 
therefore, spirits were not a luxury. They 
were a necessity. L::tst night, when the duty 
on tobacco was passed, it was said that 
tobacco was a luxury; but there was no 
time he would not rather go without his 
dinner than without his smoke. I£ he was 
given a smoke and a drink of water he could go 
without dinner, but if he was given his dinner 
without a smoke he was not satisfied. He wonld 
gnamntee that any old bnshman could bear him 
out in that. The extra G<l. on tobacco was a 
mistake. Now, the hon. member for Ipswich 
was a famttic on the subject of the use of spirits ; 
so much so that he never took the slightest notice 
of what the hon. member said. 'l'he hon. gentle· 
man's argument was that the Treasurer would 
have the benefit of the increase and the working 
man would not feel it, but could not the same 
kind of salve be applied to every 1tom they had 
passed? He thought it could. The Treasurer 
would get the benefit, but the working man must 
pay for it. It was clear that the very fact of 
prohibition encouraged the use of spirits or any
thing else. He knew that whenacrusadewas mad. 
in l<~ngland by all the parsons against the people 
reading " Don Juan," and especially that the 
ladies should not read it, within a fortnight after
wards there was not a bdy who had not a copy 
under her pillow. The ladies knew nothing· of 
"DonJ.uan"beforethatcrusade. \V"hatdid \V alter 
Scott say in " The Lady of the Lake ?" \Vhen 
asked by Roderick Dhu what brought him into 
such a dangerous place, he repli€d that the very 
danger was the incentive; and so it was with a 
prohibition, which was an incentive to drink. 
All he asked was to be let alone. Let him 
drink. He could not be made sober by Act 
of Parliament or by resolutions. The only 
effect that the increased duty would have 
would be to encourage the adulteration of 
liquor. So long as spirits were drunk pure the 
drinkers were all rig-ht in the morning. But he 
objected to being· told what was good for him. 
\Vas he not old enough to aclvise himself and to 
drink anything he chose? He should certainly 
oppose any increase iu the duty on spirits. 

Ml'. DHAKE said he was glad to learn that 
the hon. member thought the proposition to 
increase the duty on tobacco was a mistake, but 
he was sorry the hon. gentleman voted for the 
increase. 

1\Ir. O'SULLIVAN: I was not here. If I 
did I must have clone so by mistake. 

Mr. DRAKE said he found in Hans<trd the 
question put, "That the word 'three' proposed 
to be omitted stand part of the question," and 
among those who voted with the "Ayes " was 
the name of Mr. O'Sullivan. 

Mr. O'SULLIV A::\: Oh! I must have been 
drunk. 

Mr. DRAKE said he was afraid that that was 
not the only mistake that had been made during 
the discussion of the tariff. He thought a great 
many other members had voted on the wrong side 
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through inadvertence, and, if the hon. gentleman 
was really repentant, he trusted that, rcfter 
having given a speech in favour of the retention 
of the spirit duties at the present figure, he would 
now make an1ends for his wrong vote last night 
by voting in favour of the increased duty. As 
far as his (Mr. Drake's) vote \Yent, he 'shoulrl 
assist the Northern members in their proposal to 
increase the duty on spirits. 

Mr. MURPHY : It is not proposed by the 
Northern members exclusively. 

Mr. DRAKE said he understood it to be one 
of the propositions of the Northern members. 
He had in his hand "amendments to be pro
posed by Mr. R. Philp." 

The COLOXIAL TREASUHER: Is that 
the Northern members? · 

Mr. DRAKE said it was generallY understood 
that that list of amendments was d1:awn up at a 
meeting of Northern members, presided over by 
Mr. Philp. He regarded that as one of the amend
ments proposed by Mr. Philp on behalf of the 
Northern members, and he thought the Northern 
members were doing a very gracefnl and proper 
act in proposing an1ong their a1nendrnents one 
which would give the Trea8urer some increased 
revenue in order to eo m pensate him for the loss of 
revenue he would sustain by other amendments 
proposed by them. That w .lS one of the grounds 
on which he should give them what assistance he 
could to pass the amendment. Of course there 
was the additional ground that he thought it was 
desirable to place an increased duty on spirits in 
the interests of the public. He believed him
self, and had heard nothing to alter his conchr
sions, that the higher the duty imposed on spirits 
the less would he drunk. No doubt the increase 
in price would make the spirits more expensive 
to those who consumed them. Unless some 
difference really existed between the consumption 
of spirits and the consumpti,m of other articles, 
the increased price must cause a diminution in 
the consumption. He should support the amend
ment. 

Mr. HUNTER said, in reference to what had 
been said about the Northern members, he had 
been told that a meeting of Northern m em hers 
on the other side of the Committee was held some 
time back; he made some inquiries ao to whether it 
was of Northern members entirely, or exclusively 
those on one side, and was told thnt there was 
nothing in it except that certain amendments pro
posed by the hon. member for Townsville, 1lr. 
Philp, had been agreed to. Bnt it seemed now 
that, because the Premier had announced his 
intention to oppose the increased duty on spirits, 
some of those Northern members had turned 
their backs upon the hon. mernber, :!\Ir. Pbilp, 
and left him to fight alone so far as that nmtter 
was concerned. All the Northern members on 
the Opposition side agreed entirely with the 
increased duty on spirit;;. They had been told 
that the burden would fall very heavily on the 
North, but he thought it ought to be r1uite 
sufficient for thosP who used that argument 
to be told by Northern members that it 
was a burden the North was quite willing 
to take. The burdens the North asked to be 
relieved of were the taxes on the necessaries of 
life. He was tired of spe:tking of the promises 
made to the licensed victuallers clurillg the last 
election, and was not at all surprised at the hon. 
the Premier coming forward and strongly oppos
ing the proposed increase, because thn· knew tlmt 
the licensed victualle1" had great expectations 
from the present Governrnent reg~rcling dec:reases 
and so forth. The hon. member for \Voothakata 
had told them that he (Mr. Little) would 
go against the increasecl duty. \Yell, he 
had known men, he did not say anybody 
in particular, who had made themselves so 

accustomed to spirits that they had to take a 
certain quantity every clay to keep them aiiv~, 
and if one of those men had only a certam 
mnount of money to buy those spirits, l~e could 
quite understand that he would be agtunst the 
proposed tttx. He did not say for one moment 
that the hon. member for \Yoothakatft was one 
of tho JJ, because he knew such a great deal. On 
one occasion that hon. member 'aid that he had 
forgotten more than another person had ever 
learned. His opinion of the hon. member 
was that he had forgotten all of value that 
he ever knew. He was certainly old enough 
:md ought to know better than to say many 
things that he said in thttt House.. He (Mr. 
Hunter) did not usually take any notwe of what 
he said, and should not clo so in any other case, 
because he dicl not consider him worthy of notice 
~from the way he had pitched into him on 
8everal occasions. He was very glad to see 
that hon. members on the other side were 
rem used over the matter. Tlwy might think the 
way the hon. member bandied him the other 
night very clever, but he th<~ugl:t it ridiculo.us 
and absurd in every way, and rt d1d not affect lu~n 
in the least. '.rhe hon. member spoke of Ins 
beautiful flowing beard ; he did not begrudge 
him his beautiful L>eard, and thought everything 
he said w"s perfectly ridiculous. ·with regard to 
the duty on spirits he had spoken very strongly 
and pbinly upon the subject before thousands 
and thousands of men~he would almost MY more 
than the hem. member hacleverseen-and they were 
entirely infttvourof the increa;;e. He had expressed 
his view on the point before thousands, and it was 
a! ways well recei vecl. He could affirm witho~rt 
heoitation that the people of the North were m 
favour of a heavier tax being put upon spirits. 
The principal n1on8y spent in spirits \vas spent 
when a man overstepped the mark; then he 
would epend all the money he could lay his hands 
on in drink, and the leKs he could get of it the 
better. It was all very well to talk about 
1nedicine, nud svirit~:; being n1ade in kettles and 
thttt sort of stuff, but the quhtion was, what 
was the wic,h of the people ? He said the wish 
of the North was that the duty should be higher, 
and the people there would back him up in his 
statement. 

:Mr. LITTLE said that boy from Burke had 
insinuated that he (Mr. Little) was a great lover 
of oToo·, It was well known that Australia was 
pr.;'vc;bial for hospitality, and the usual thing 
on 1neeting a friend was to ask hin1 to have a 
drink. It wtts done out of good fe<>ling and 
friendship, and unless it was taken in excess it 
was not injurious. He thought that beardless 
boy from Burke--

HosouitABLE NIEMBERS : Order. 
Mr. LITTLI~ : If he met the hem. member at 

the Exchange he would ask him to have a drink. 
He took ginger beer, or whatever he liked, and he 
(Mr. Little) did the same. ·when the hon. 
member said the people of the North were in 
favour of an increased duty on spirits, he (Mr. 
Little) distinctly and imperatively, and in defi
ance of contradiction, declared that he said what 
was fabe. 

HoxouRAilLE MIDIIlEHS : Order. 
l\fr. LITTLJ~ : The hon. member had sneaked 

in undor the wing- of the late Minister for Mines, 
Mr. Hodgkinson, but let him go back and see if 
he woulcl be returned again. His advice to the 
hon.--

Mr. HUNTER: I don't want your advice. 

J\fr. LITTLE : '!.'he hon. member was yopng 
yc"t ; the n:1pkins were har~ly ?ff him yet ; he 
had not the vigour of a man m hnn-

HosOURABLE lVIEl\IIlERS: Order, order! 
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Mr. PO\VERS said, with reference to the duty 
on spirits, the matter had been very fairly put by 
the hon. the rrreasuror in bringillg forwanl his 
tariff. He said the"t if certain dutico were taken off 
then the excise duty might stand on heer, and in 
the sarue way, if certain taxes 'vere taken off Ol' 

rednced, he won Id consider· the question of ariding 
to the duty on spirits. If the proprY,erl increa,;e 
of 2s. per gallon had been brong·ht forward the 
other day when the hon. rnernber for Toowong 
asked if the question could l>c discnssed, he (1\Ir. 
Powers) should have voted for the increase, but 
the result had shown that they did not know as 
well as the Treasurer what was wanted, because 
they found that the whole of the thin go placed 
before the Committee by the Treasurer had Leen 
passred by the majority of members present. 
Therefore there was nothing to take off, and he 
hoped to goodne~,;:; tht>y were not going through 
the whole tariff again. He should support the 
Governn1ent in that n1rt.tter, for one reason, 
because he was not the Colonial Treasnr;~r, 
who, of course, knew more about the tariff than 
hon. members; alw, becanse the majoritv of the 
Committee had supported the tariff, and -for the 
very patent reason that the proposed extra ta,m
tion was not wanted. 'rhe hon. the TrP~tsnrer 
had stated that he did not want further taxa
tion ; that the revenue he required wonhl be 
obtained by his tariff without putting on further 
duties. 

An HONOURABLE MEUBER: Take it off some
thing else. 

Mr. PO\VERS said of course it wa:; well known 
that the hon. member for Townsville, ~[r.l'hilp, 
had brought forward the amendment with the 
view of getting the duty taken off machinery, 
and how protectionist members could support him 
in doing so, he (Mr. PmYers) could not understand. 
\Vhat was there left, the duty on which could 
be taken off? Not timber, as far as he and m~tny 
other hou. members were concerned ; not boots 
and shoes ; not jewellery; and as hr as he and 
rt large nn1nher of protectionist 1nen1bers \VOre 
concernerl, they did not want to see the duty 
taken off machinery. As it seemed hardly likely 
that more duties would be taken off, and as the 
Treasurer had stated that he did not want that 
revenue, he failed to see any reasJn for putting 
on a tax that was unnecessary. He did not see 
why they should add £50,000 to the taxation of 
the community, for that was what it would mean, 
when the Treasurer said he did not want it. 

Mr. GRIIYLES said the hon. member for 
Stanley had repe"ted the familiar saying that 
men could not be made sober by Act of Parlia
ment. But if they could not make men sober 
by Act of Parliament, they could, by ~"et of 
Parlhunent, ren1ove a grent lnany of the tt'Inpta
tions to make men intoxicated. They might 
make it difficult for those who hacl an appetite 
to get intoxicated, to obtain drink, and tlmt 
object would in some me:tsure be CLchieved by the 
adoption of the amendment before the Committee. 
He sincerely hoped the hon. member for Towns
ville would not withdraw his an'1enrlrnent, and 
he could assnre the hon. member that he wonld 
findmanyfrienclsandsupporterson that :;ideof the 
Committee. He should support the amendment 
to impose an incn''lsed duty on spirits, which 
WCLs an unmistakable luxury, because it would 
enable the Pren1ier to make smne concessions on 
other articles which were really necessaries of 
life. It was not yet too late to make alterations 
that would assist very materiallv to reduce the 
burden on 1nechanics wand rnen ,~ith In.rg8 fami. 
lieK, upon whorn the tariff pr€--,~o;ed with excep· 
tional heaviness. In the case of cvmechmric with 
a wife and four children, the effect of the new 
tariff would be to increase the cost of living by 
something like 7s. 6d. a week. They were 

placing a very serious difficulty in the way of a 
la.rgo ntunber of mecha-nics living around Brisbane 
and other large piaces. Lncler the old htriif t]w.,e 
men conic! set apart a sum from their weekly 
ca.rningH to (lt>\'(/te to sou1e uHefnll;urpose~not to 
spcml in the public-honse, for he was ghd to 
say there we>,, a change in that <lirection, but to 
in vest in n plot of lnnLl and becmne thei1· own 
bndlorck They were able to spare fls., Gs., or 
71'3. a week to 1Jay their calLs to the building 
Hocietief.i, Dnt 1Jy increa~ing the cost of living 
they were putting it out of the power of those 
men to ]my their calls, and the result, in many 
c:<ses, would very likely be that they would 
not only lose the money they h«cl already 
invested, but their little vr·opertiBs as well, which 
would fall into the hands of the bnilcling societies. 
They hnd an opportuaity of reducing smne of 
the burdens that would fall upon persons of that 
kind. By placing that extra duty on Hpirit8 
they might reduce the duty on bo<>ts and ,;hoes 
mHl other iteHJS yet to be considered, whidr were 
retclly necessary to the comfort of the people to 
whom he had been allmling. He hoj:ed the lwn. 
lnember \Vnuld presM his :1111enclment to a diviRion, 
aml he could a:osure him that it would have his 
cordial "'PJlOI't. 

Nir. Si-\. YEUS RLtid ho ::;houlcl have great 
pleasure in .supporting the anu-:ndutent. He 
believed if the <Jnestion were put to the poll in 
his constituency tl1ere ,vonld be four to one in 
favour of it. He was sorrv to see that certain 
hon. members, who formerly ,J,id they were 
going to vote for ::tn increased duty on spirits, 
had now gone back on their word, simply, it 
seemed, because the Treasurer had sttid he did 
not want auy uwre llloney. But by increasing 
the duty on spirits the hrm. goutleman would be 
able to decrease the duty on the nec,•ssaries of 
life. Spirits was n(lt a necessary of life; it 
1night he htken as a ruedicine, and no doubt 
many of them took more of it than was 
good for thmn as a n1edicine. rThe prow 
posed increase of duty would make no differ
ence to the consn1ner, excepting that, perhaps, 
the publican might add a little "ater. It had 
been said thrtt the heavy duty would induce the 
publican to nwnnfacture grog. But if that 
would be the effect of a Hs. duty, it would also 
have been the effect under a 12s. duty. Indeed, 
under the lc>Wer duty they bad had such things 
as Spriggs's brandy 1nanufaetured in Brisbane 
aud sent up North as Hennessy's brandy. He 
should like to see how members would vote on 
the division. As to items on which reductions 
might be made, the adoption of the amendment 
would emtble the Treasurer to take £G, 000 off 
the tobacco duty, which the hon. member for 
Stanley oaid he voted wrnngly upon ],,,,t night. 
During the debate upon thctt que,tion remarks 
had been made by various speaker" about the 
excesRive flmtutity of Hpirits druuk in the North. 
He took exception to thrtt. He did not think, 
if hon. members Cclmparecl the adult male 
popubtion in the North and South, that they 
\Vonld find any nwre "l'jrits were conRun1ed in 
the North than in the South, nlthough he was of 
nvinion that in both the North and the South 
they conSllllled rnore than \";'as g·ood for them. 
He thought that as a great many hon. members 
had been speaking- all through that debate about 
protection, on that ground alone they should 
vote for that increased duty on spirits. They 
all knew that whisky was imported principally 
from Scotland and Ireland, and other parts 
of Great Britain. They were putting a duty 
upon malt to try rmd make the people ofQueens
hmd grow m"lt, and he diu not sec why, if they 
increased the dnty enough, they ulight not be 
able to make whi,ky in Queensland. One hon. 
member said that any person who had a tin-kettle 
could make whisky. He would not go so far a~ 



520 Ways and Means. [ASSEMBLY.] Ways and Means. 

that ; but be did not think it would raise the 
price of whisky or brandy to either the rcbil 
publican or the consumer, becanse in a. very ~hort 
time they should be able to produce suifici,,nt 
~vhisky or brandy in the colony for their own use, 
rf they had the higher duty. There w<ts another 
question in connection with spirits-if the duty 
were increased it would assist the manufacture of 
wine in the colony. He would vote for the 
increase on the further ground that the publicans 
would be compelled to give smaller nohblers, 
and the smaller the nobbler the better for the 
drinker. 

Mr. BATTERSBY said that as that was the 
first time he had spoken he claimed the indulgence 
of the Committee for a little. He had intended 
to vote for the increased duty on whisky. He 
had used it for many years, and he had known 
the evil of it in years past. However, since tea
time he had learned there was no chance of 
getting the duty proposed on mttchinery used in 
the North reduced, and as there was no chance 
of getting the duty on machinery reduced, he 
did not think it right to increase the duty on 
whisky. 

Mr. SA YERS: Why ? 
Mr. BATTERSBY said because the increase 

on whisky was proposed to enable the duty on 
machinery to be reduced, and now there wnuld 
be no reason for it. If the hon. member for 
Townsville had been able to carr;,' his proposed 
reduction on machinery he would have voted for 
the duty of 14s. ; but he had learned there was 
no chance of carrying that reduction. He had 
voted for every proposed increase except one
that was the vote upon butter. He happened to 
come in just as the Ohairrmm was c.1lling for the 
tellers, an.cl he sat clown with the ayes, though if he 
had had trme he should have voted with the noes. 
That was the reason why he-voted th::tt way upon 
that occasion. :1.o the1:e was no chance 'of the 
Ivlinistry giving way in regard to the tax upon 
machinery, he should certainly vote against the 
increased duty upon spirits. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said it was his intention 
to vote for the increased duty of 2s. per gallon 
upon spirits, and he would do so for reasons which 
he would briefly explain to the Committee. He 
took it that the hon. member for Townsville 
who had proposed that increase was about as 
good a commercial authority as they posse.,dcd 
in that Committee, and he therefor-e accepted 
his proposition as being the proposition of an 
authority upon the subject as viewed from 
a commercial point of view. Then there aro••e 
the question as to the consumer. Of course, 
as the Colonial Treasurer said, the consumer 
in the end would have to pay the duty. That 
was a truism, but the prnfits of the trade were 
so gre:"1t that the small amount of additional duty 
would not admit of any excess of char:;e. After 
tf,te spirits. left the wholesale dealer they were 
drspensed m the form of glasses, •end the estab
lished price of a glass of liquor in the coastal 
districts was 6d. At greater distances from the 
coast, according to the cost of carriage, the price 
was ls. Publicans in certain districts never 
lowered the price below h., and the question of 
the amount of spirit that a man recei vcd for JR. 
was a matter of indifference to the publican. It 
was the custom of penons to help themselves, 
and the publicans found a sense of honour in 
most men that prevented them from taking 
an excessive quantity. Of course sometime'< 
a bushman would come in who had not h::~d 
a drink for a long time, and he would start 
his little bout with a good stiff "nip." Then, 
again, there were thousands of men who 
simply drank in compliance with the drink
ing customs of the North, and not from any 
love of liquor. He was glad to hear the hon. 

me m her for Charters Towers stand up for the 
sobriety of the Northern population. So far as 
the 1nining cmn1nunity was concerned, it was 
certain that no man would be able to perform 
the duties of an able-bodied miner, who indulged 
in an excess of liquor. It was not a drinking 
cmnmunity for n1any reasons. _As a rule, the 
seat of a 1niner's operations was re1noved frnn1 
public-hou.c""• aml he could only go into a town
ship at the end of the week to procure supplies. 
·whatever drink miners had was concentrated 
within that limited period. So that a stranger 
going into a 1nining township during a rush 
would say they were a drinking class, and he 
would come to that c:onciusion simply because 
his knowledge of them was insufficient to enable 
him to form a correct opinion. :iYiiners were not 
a drinking class, and there was no community in 
the colony who looked with r.r,reater contempt 
upon men who had the reputation of being 
drunlmrds than miners. The next view of the 
question was the revenue aspect. He did not 
know what additional amount of reYenue would 
be forced upon the Treasurer by that increased 
duty ; but even allowing for the supposed 
increase in illicit distillation, or other circum
stances which might affect it, the Treasurer 
would be emtbled to by a lighter hand upon 
machinery. He had appealed to the Trea
surer on the previous night not to increase 
the duty upon tobaceo, and he was very sorry 
the Treasurer defeated him upon that question. 
But thf' tax upon machinery would be even 
more offensive than the tax upon tobacco, and if 
the Treasure1· derived more revenue than he 
expected through the Committee carrying an 
increased duty upon spirits of 2s., the hon. 
gentlerrmn could afford tu listen to the appeal of 
the miners, and all who were directly or incli
rGctly interested in mining, as nearly every body 
w;cs, to, at any rate, allow the duty on machinery to 
remain at its pn··.ent rate of 5 per cent., and not 
attewpt to crush that industry by increasing the 
duty to li5 per cent.- Another matter which had 
been referred to by members of the Committee 
was that the increased duty would lead to a great 
deal of adnlteration. There was not one hon. 
member in the Committee who was acquainted 
in the slightest degree with the spirit tmde 
but who knew perfectly well that a glass of 
pure brandy was almost impossible to be procured 
in the colony. The only material from which pure 
brandy could be manufactured was the grape. 
'l'he dimensions of the country suitable for the 
production of the grape-that was, in the brandy
producing districts of France-had not increased 
one acre for years past. The grape harvest of 
France had been continually decreased by oidium 
and phylloxera. The population of America had 
increaeed from a paltry 3,000,000 at the time of 
the clecbration of independence to iiO,OOO,OOO, 
and the population of Great Britain from 
14,000,000 to 35,000,000, and there was no extra, 
supply of brandy to meet the increased demand. 
There w,;s no fear of the liquor being more 
adulterated than at present. He thought the 
hon. member for Townsville was a competent 
authority upon the commercial aspect of the 
question. The cost to the consnmer could 
not poosibly be increased on an article which 
was subdivided into such infinitesimally small 
quantities. He would Yote in favour of the 
increase. 

:Mr. MAOF ARLANE said it was quite evident 
that the screw had been put on, and whatever 
hon. li)embers tried to do, the proposal of the 
Treasurer would be carried. He had a majority 
at his hack, and was evidently using that sonrce 
of power. Hon. members who were pledged to 
support that increased duty upon spirits had 
changed their minds under that pressure, and 
as the 12s. duty could not be increased, they 
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might as well pass it at once and have done 
with it. It was not fair of the Treasurer to act 
in that way when such a great question was 
concerned as the drinking customs of society. 
}~ach individual member ought to be left to vote 
as he thought best for the community. Hon 
members should take notice of what had 
been ~·oing on in the ci vilisecl wol'ld, especially 
the English-speaking portion of it, and they 
would see what great efforts were being made 
to deal sfttisfactorily with the liquor traffic. 
Every nation had its own way; and in every 
nation attempts were made to curtail the dan
gerous traffic. He looked npon the Premier as the 
head of the community, whose duty it was to 
protect the people and make their homes as 
peaceful and comfortable as possible. If he did 
not do that he was failing in his duty. Indead 
of doing that he was proposing to reduce as 
much as possible the price of intoxic:tting drinb, 
so as to make them easily obtainable, and give a 
monopoly to the brewers and distillers. It was 
all an example of clas•s legislation-legislation 
for the rich against the poor. \Vhy should 
the people's food be taxed and the people's drink 
be free? \Vhat were the best men in J<:ngland 
doing at the present day? \Vhat was Canon 
Farrar doing bnt working for the people in 
attempting to curtail the traffic in drink? Car
dinal Manning, about a month ago, in addressing 
a meeting connected with the Catholic Church, 
deplored the fact that he had so long delayed taking 
an interest in the cause, and that he would soon be 
corn pelled to le;> vethe noble work unfinished. That 
being the case in the old country, he thought that 
the leading legislators in Queensland should take 
example by them, and try to do what they could 
for the world's reform rather than the world's 
degradation. The drink traffic was doing mme 
harm to Queensland than all the other evils com
bined; yet there were leaders of public opinion 
in the colony actually doing what they could to 
degrade the people rather than raise them in the 
scale of morality and civilisation. A little while 
ago the hon. member for Stanley, Mr. O'Sullivan, 
said he wanted to be let alone, he wanted liberty 
to do as he liked ; but the hon. member kne\v 
that liberty had its laws-he knew that he could 
not build a wooden house in a first-class section 
for instance. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: No; bnt you can. 
Mr. MACF ARLANE said the hon. member 

had referred to him as a fanatic on the temper
ance question. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN: I am sorry the hon. 
member should take it to himself. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said he was proud of 
the appellation, and he considered that the 
hem. member could not apply to him a 
more hononmble term. \Vhat wa.s it to be a 
fanatic in connection with anything good but to 
be in advance of public opinion? He wets 
surprised that the hon. member for Burrnm 
should submit to the pre;;snre of the iron hand, 
because he seemed to be a man who could think 
for himself. The hon. member was, physically, 
one of the fine examples of temperance prin
ciples, and that being so he could not understand 
how the hon. member could be in favour of 
letting other people get drink as cheaply as pos
sible. JYir. Gladstone once said, in reference 
to drink, that it was worse on the com
munity than the three historical evils of war, 
pestilence, and famine. He believed every hon. 
member would admit that to be a fact; and if 
that were so, what nobler aim could the Premier 
have than to attempt to mitigate that terrible 
amount of evil, and not only save the country, 
but set an example to the other countries of the 
world ? He was glad that Queensland had set 
an example to the other colonies in the matter of 

local option, bnt he hoped the licensing laws 
would be so amended as to do away with the in
justice at present caused in connection with club 
licenses. He hoped that in de.aling with the 
drink traffic the Premier would show himself to 
be a lover of the people rather than the opposite. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he h"'d no objection 
to the hon. member who had just sat down being 
a fanatic if he chose to accept the appellation; 
but he objected to the hon. member preaching 
there. \Vhen he wanted to hear preaching he 
knew where to go. He did not wtmt the hon. 
member to pose there as one of the reformers of 
the world. The hon. member might be good, 
and he had nothing to say about him ; bnt it 
so happened that they knew one another's 
chttracters in the colonies very well. It 
was of no use for the hon. member to try 
to hoodwink him, at any rate. He knew the 
hon. member thoroughly. He objected not only 
to his preaching, but also to some of his proposi
tions. The hou. member said that drink httd. 
ci1used more crime than anything else in the 
world. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) utterly denied that, 
and asserted on the contrary--

Mr. JYIACFARLANE: You are against the 
world. 

Mr. O'SUL LIV AN said that, on the 
contrary, the greatC:''":t crimes cmnmitted in 
the world had been committed by sober 
men, and a great many of them fanatics. 
He would like anyone to point out the 
drunken man who ever committed anything 
in the shape of the villainous crimes they read of 
in the papers. .A. drunken 1nan 1night stagger 
and fall into the gutter, but that was all he could 
do. He repeated that a thoroughly drunken 
man could not commit a crime, and that all the 
heinous and villainous crimes in the world had 
been committed by sober men. He did not 
preach drunkenness-men ought to keep sober 
-bnt he said that the pmaching of gentle
men like the hon. member for Ipswich, 1\fr. 
JHacfarlane, could make no converts to sobriety. 
He claimed the right to drink when he liked 
and leave off when he liked, so long as he 
had money to pay. All the preaching that 
hon. gentleman and others had done had 
never made a single sober mttn in Queensland. 
He now had something to say that possibly few 
hon. members could say. Since marching through 
the streets of Ipswich, wearing the blue ribJon, 
and preaching through the town had been 
the fashion, something had happened in the 
town he came from which never happened 
before during the forty-one years he had lived 
there. A boy under the age of eighteen was 
tJrohibited by the police magistra~e a few weeks 
ago from getting grog. A boy !Jke that could 
not get it in the public-houses which were under 
the 'law; nd were watched ,wer by the police, 
but ·at; he she been-houses which took the 
place of l'ec5pectable public-houses. Those boys, 
or children, for they were only children, went 
into those places which were under no control 
whatever, and got drunk and did wo~se, and 
that was the effect of that public marchmg and 
outside prmwhing. He could tell the hon. 
gentleman something ttbout himse!£, but that 
was a long time ago. There was a time when he 
{Mr. O'Sullivan) used to drink sometimes, bnt 
latelv he had found it very profitable to 
keep" sober. He was getting too old for that 
kind of thing now; but whenever he took it 
into his head to get drunk, or take more than was 
good for him, he would not ask the permission of 
the hon. member for Ipswich to do it, and he 
would guarantee he would be quite as well off in 
the morning as the hon. member. He would refer 
now to a remark made by the hon. member for 
Enoggera, a gentleman for whom he entertained 
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some respect. He had himself that evening said 
that it was impossible to nmke people sober by 
Act of Parliament, and that could not be got 
over. The hon. 111e1nber for J~nnogera, as a 
reply to him, said, "lf not we will make them 
pay for it; \Ve 1vill rrmke it 1nore expensive for 
them." Thctt was simply a Cilmpensation the hon. 
n1ernbBr was rnaking a present of to the ele~·tors 
who sent him into Parliament, bec,'1use they would 
have their grog if they wanted it, and the hon. 
member would make it more expensive for them to 
get it. 

Mr. 00\VLEY said he would say but a very 
few words on the question, because he felt 
assured that nothing he could say would alter the 
votes. It was, however, only fair to himself to 
give his reasons for voting for the proposed 
increase in the duty on spirits. He did not 
believe spirits were nece''"''Y for food, and, in 
spite of what had been said by the hon. member 
for Stanlev, he did believe they were incentives to 
crime and cans'" of poverty and indig-ence, and 
formed a legitimate object of taxation. The 
Northern members who hctd met and considered 
the tariff proposals of the Coloninl Treasurer am! 
their effect upon the North, lmcl a perfect 
rigM to rh so. The people of the North paid 
a large share of taxation, and their represen~ 
t>Lti ves had " right to consider the tariff 
proposals when they were broug!Jt fon1 arc!. 
They h~td come to the conclm;ion that it 
Wtts absolutely necessary to n1ake revenue 
to enable the Colonial Treasurer to carTy on; 
hut, at the same time, they thought it better in 
the interest of the North that the incidence of 
the tariff ~ts proposed should be altered so as to 
provicle for the taxation of luxuries, and to 
remove it from machinery which was absolutely 
w'cessary to develop the North, and also from 
articles of food, as well as from hay and produce 
they could not grow in the North. For those 
reasons they had determined to submit certain 
amendments, and he hoped they would receive 
the consideration of members of the Committee. 
It was only htir that the North c;houhl receive a 
certain an1ount of consideration, as there \vere 
many people living there, ttncl they paid a very 
hrf(i' amount of taxation. They were hard
working people, •1ncl liver! in a climate vastly 
different from the climate here, and which was 
not favourable to the pro<luction of the neceH
saries they r~<juired. He sincerely trusted 
those members who hacl spoken just now so 
fluently in advocacy of the Northern claim 
to consideration, would speak as fluently when 
the amendment proposed by the hon. mem
ber, Mr. Philp, providing for the reduction 
of the duty upon machinery and other articles, 
came before them. If there was a division 
he hoped they would bo found voting in accord
ance with the views they had expressed. The 
U<>mmittee ought to consider that the Northern 
members httd shown that they h:1d no wish ,\-hat
ever to embarrass the Premier by a reduction in 
the an1onut of revenue he waR to derive fron1 the 
ta.riff, in any shave or forn1. On the contrary, 
they were abwlute!y prepared to submit to ·in
creased taxtttion to the tune of .£40,000 or 
£50,000. That showf'd that their only desire 
was to change the incidence of taxation, and if 
that was taken into con~i<lera.tinn hon. rnem hers 
would admit the justice of the demand they 
made, and alleviate their present position. 

Mr. BARLO\V Raid he had not intencled to 
S[Jmtk on the que"tion, hut after the triangular 
duel \Vhich had been going on, he felt bound to 
assurne the po:-;itiun of n rnecli:ttor, and would 
:-3ay a worrl on the ~abject. He \VtLK beginning 
to think that there was a good dt~al of truth in 
the old proverb, "That one had to go away from 
home to hear new;." An hon. gentleman the 

other night, had given him some information 
about Ipswich ; his hon. friend, the member for 
Stanley, had given one view of that town that 
evening, while hiB hon. colleague, Mr. l\facfarlane, 
gave another. He did not think he himself was 
a fanatic, and he did not know of the terrible, 
dreadful evils which were said to exi't in 
Ipswich. The argument used by the htm. 
member for St"nley with respect to drink 
appeared to be, that a drunken man did not 
cornrnit crirne. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: No. 
Mr. BARLOW: That might be so, but the 

mischief was that a man got half drunk and then 
committed the crime. To follow the hon. gentle
man's argument, he did not get drunk enough, 
and the mischief arose through his stopping 
short. One would think, to hear the hon. mem
ber for Stanley speak, that there were no public
houses in Ipswich at all, hut that they were 
iiving there on the sbanty and the "she been" 
system. He thought there wer" some three-ctml
twenty public-houses in Ipswich. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : I did not say that. 
Mr. BARLO'vV said he understood the hon. 

gentlernan to argue that processions anclli1nita~ 
tion of the liquor tr<1fiic in Ipswich resulted in 
a state of " shantyism," which had catlsed a pro
hibition to be issued against a lad sixteen years of 
age. He would invite the hon. m em her's atten
tion to the fact that a similar case occurred at 
the Brisbane Police Court only the day before 
yestertlay, when a lad of seventeen, who was 
found in Albert street beastly drunk, was brought 
before the court. 

Mr. I" YONS: Speak to the item. 
Mr. BARLO'vV said he would consume aH 

much time as he thought fit, and would not be 
shut up on any such question. He wa.tl speaking 
in vindication of the character of the town which 
he represented, and which lmd been traduced by 
statements which he believed to be untrue. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : State what was untrue. 
Mr. BARLO'vV said it was untrue, or a mis

representation, or a misapprehension, to say that 
there was such a bad state of things existing 
there. As for the charge brought c1gainst his hon. 
Ctllleague, lVIr. MtLcfarlane, of preaching in the 
House, thehon. g~ntlemanhadintroduced nothing 
about religion. The hon. member had spoken 
on the question of the traffic in strong drink, 
and httd introduced the mtme• of two gentlemen, 
to whom all honour was .due, but who were not 
associated on a line with that hon. member in 
any religious capacity at ~tll. The charge of 
preaching urged against the hon. member was 
not fair. 

Mr. LYONS: Speak to the item. 
Mr. BARLOIV said that he intended to vote 

for the increased duty. He did not think it 
neCP'3sary to give his roas'1ns for ~ rl.oing so. He 
had risen chiefly to vindicate his hon. colleague 
in the representation of Ipswich. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said he should support the 
amenclment of the hon. member for Townsville, 
Mr. Philp, believing as he did that as they 
required increased duties spiritnous liquors \vere 
most suitable articles from which to raise 
revenue. ..An argument had been used during 
the debate to the effect that the increase in the 
dutY would lead to adulteration of grog and 
srnllggling. The sa,rne argurnent was used some 
years ago when the duty on spirits was raised to 
12s. per gallon, so that that argument fell to the 
ground. ' It had also been stated during the 
evening by the Treasurer, or F;Ome rnernbercl who 
supported the tariff as it was introduced, that as 
sufficient revenue would be raised by the l1rticles 
thttt had already been passed by theCommitee the 
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aon. gentleman would not require an increase in 
the duty on spirits. He thought that if that were 
so it would come with very good grace from the 
hon. gentlernan, if, conHidering the large increa-se 
that had been made in articles of general con
sumption, he would reduce the duty on many 
articles which had been raised to 15 per cent. ad 
·ealorern, to the old duty of H per cent. That 
would be very much better than increasing the 
taxation on many men who could npt ltfford it. 
He (Mr. Buckbnd) had gone roughly into a 
calculation, and he found that if the proposed 
duties were all passed, any working man in 
Queensland earning £2 a week would be taxed to 
the amount of at lea,,t 4s. or 5s. per week by 
those increased duties. Reference had been 
made to the duties paid in the other colonies 
on spirits, but it was just as well that they should 
hear them again. In K ew South \V ales the duty 
was 14s. per gallon, the same as wa~ proposed in 
the amendment of the hon. member for Towns
ville. It was the same in South Au•tralia, and 
in \V estern Australia it was 15s. In New 
Zealand it was 15s. or 1Gs., according to the 
packages or vessels in which the spirits were 
imported, so that in asking for the proposed 
increase of 2s. per gallon they were not asking for 
a higher duty than was imposed in the other 
colonies. lleference had also been made to the 
duty on machinery as it affected Northern 
Queensland. ·well, he thought that, after what 
they had heard from so many Korthern repre
sentatives, they would be doing a fair and just 
thing in increasing the duty on spirits by 2s. per 
gallon and reducing the duty on machinery. 

Mr. UN"MACK said he would like, for the sake 
of the reputation of the country, to have some 
explanation of the statistics which had been 
quoted the pravious day by the Treasurer. Since 
the adjournment for tea he had taken the trouble 
to check the statement that the consumption of 
spirits in this colony amounted to 25s. per head 
of the population. He would ask the Treasurer 
whether that calculation included wines and 
beers? "When he had the answer of the· hon. 
gentleman he would proceed fnrther. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
would read what he stated the previous evening. 
He stated that the taxation on brandy, rum, 
whisky, geneva, old tom, cordials, and other 
spirits, wine, beer, beer in bottle, colonial beer, 
and colonial spirits came to £458,081 4s. ll~d., 
and that amounted to 25s. per head. That was 
his statement, and there was no misunderstand
ing about it. 

Mr. UNMACK said the hon. g·entleman was 
speaking in connection with the duty on spirits, 
and he understoocl him to ••ay thr.t this colony 
consumed a quantity amounting to 25s. per head 
of the population, which was not a just state
ment to make as regards the reputation of the 
colony. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Who made 
it? 

Mr. UNMACK: You did. 
The COLONIAL Tlll<~ASURER: I read 

from the document I have now in my hand. 
"While I made the statement I had this in my 
hand and re:1d every item. 

Mr. UNMACK: He had g-one through the 
matter hastily, and he found that the con
sumption of spirits within the colony amounted 
to 1Ds. 9!d. per head ; spirits and wine, 
£1 1s. 1§d. per head ; and spirits, wine, 
and beer very nearly £;1 5s. per head. 'rhat 
was a vastly different ,<tatement to the one 
that appeared in Hanscwd, and be thought that, 
in justice to the reputation of the colony, figures 
so enormously large should be corrected, 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER said he did 
not know what appeared in Hansard. He had 
not looked at Hansa1·d. But the statement he 
read just now was the statement he made the 
previous evening, and it was made from the 
document in his hand. "\Vhat he said was that 
on the items which he had read 25s. was the 
amount, not of the consumption per head, lent 
the amount that each inhabitant of the colony 
paid in the shape of taxation on those articles. 
He never made any statement at all as to the 
amount per head of liquor consumed. 

Mr. UNMACK said the statement was made 
by the hon. gentleman, and had been m;ecl as an 
argument in favour of the increased duty on 
spirits. 

The COLONIAL TREASUitER: Does the 
hon. member mean to question the statement I 
made? I read the items from the document in 
my hand. 

Mr. UNMACK said it might be so, but 
he had nothing but Hansa1·d to go upon. 
He would read what the hon. gentleman was 
reported to have said, and if he chose to dispute 
Ham-ard he might do so. The hon. gentleman, 
speaking on the spirit dnty, said:-

"The hon. member was qnite right in stating v.rlmt 
the other colonie~ charged ; but he forgot to state the 
very exceptional circnmstanccs under which those 
duties bad been charged. 'l'hcrL- was no colony \Vhcre 
spirits contributed so much in proportion to the taxa
tion as in Queensland." 

There was no word about beer or wine there. 
The hon. gentleman continued:-

"He might mention that, the duty paid upon rum, 
brandy, geneva, old tom, whisky, etc." 

There was no word about wines or beer. 
The COLONIAL SECH.ETAEY: You are 

only quibbling. 
Mr. UNMACK: The Treasurer proceeded
" He might mention that the duty p:Lid upon nun, 

brandy, geneva, old tom, whisky, etc., amounted to 25s. 
per' head.'" 

HONOURABI,I~ lYIEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. UNMACK said he had clearly shown 

that the duty on spirit,; alone was 19s. !l~d. per 
head. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hon. member was perfectly wrong in what he 
said. The consumption did not amount to 
that. The document he read was exactly what 
appeared in Hansard, though the reporters had 
curtailed it towards the end, probably because he 
had read a little too quickly. But he had that 
document in his hand, and stated that the 
amount paid in taxation on brandy, rum, whisky, 
geneva, old tom, cordialR, other spiritR, wine, 
beer, beer in bottle, colonittl spirits, colonial 
beer, came to 2;)s. per head of the population. It 
was correctly enough reported in Hansm·d, only 
they curtailed it by putting "etc." for the last 
four items. He was astonished at the hon. mem
ber, who tried to be fair, questioning his state
ment for a moment. He did not think there 
was another member of the Cmnmittee who would 
do it. 

Mr. Mcl\IIASTER said he would not detain 
the Committee very long, because he knew that 
no argument he could use would influence the 
vote of any member, but, he could not help 
saying a word in reference to a remark made 
by the hon. member for :Flinders, Mr. Gold
ring. The hon. member spoke about the 
prO{>Osed increase being an additional burden 
upon the working man, tend about them buying 
their grog in quantities of one or two gallons. 
Now, he ventured to say that if the working men 
were polled they would find that the vote would 
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be in favour of an additional 2s. per gallon on 
spirits, and to show th"t the local option votes 
that had been taken--

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: What has 
that got to do with it? 

Mr. Mo:\IASTER said he would show what 
he thoug-ht it had got to do with it. 'l'he 
majority of votes polled in the districts where the 
local option vote hrrd been carried were polled 
by the working n1en. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: You are entirely out. 
Mr. Mc:\IASTER said he was not wrom;. 

The working men had carried the vote. The 
middle and hig·her class people would not take 
the trouble to go to thP poll. The working men, 
he ventured to "ay, would prefer an increase of 2s. 
per gallon on spirits and a rednction of the duty 
?ll tobacco. rrhe references to the working lll8ll 

m that debate fell flat, and he did not think they 
would take. Their food and everything they 
required had been taxed, and he was satisfied 
that the working men did not encourage 
drunkenness, nor would they encourage cheap 
grog. It had been argued that the 'l'reasurer 
would have more money than he would know 
what to do with if the amendment was carried, 
but he (Mr. McMnster) hoped the hon. gentle
man would take some of the other duties off. 
He would surely never allow the 4s. Gd. boots to 
pay 1s. lOd. per pair and the 25s. boots to pay 
the same. So that he would lose revenue there. 

HoKOURABLE MEMBERS : Question. 

Mr. Mci\IASTER said the question wa:3 all 
right. He knew what he was talking about. 
Chettp boots were to be charged the same duty as 
expensive ones, and if the Trea>mrer altered that, 
then he could make up the difference on spirits. 
It was his intention to support the amendment. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said if the hon. member 
had been wiser he would scarcely have introduced 
the question of pollinl£ under the Local Option 
Act. The way that was worked was thoroughly 
understood. It was conducted generally by a 
firm or three or fonr firms. They cooked the 
rolls. They appointed their own benches of 
licensing justices. They put in the right sort. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. G RI:B':b'ITH : 'l'hey 
cannot do that. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he would ask the 
leader of the Opposition if he had any doubt 
about the stntement to read the names of the 
nine mmnbers of the licerndng bench in Bris~ 
bane which were published in yesterday's Tele
graph. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRI:B':B'ITH: They are 
chairmen of local authorities. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN s,tid there were nine 
gentlemen there who undoubtedly were of one 
class. 

The HoN. SmS. W. GRIJ<'I<'ITH: That is the 
fault of th8 mtopayers. 

1\Ir. O'SULLIVAN said one certain chts' was 
purposely excluded from the bench. Now he 
would go back to Ipswich. They had there 
three or four leading houses who mannged all the 
local option election.s. It was known that 
nobody could vote unless he had paid his rates 
up to the beginning of November, and there was 
a blue-ribbon collector of rates. The taxes of 
those who were in favour of drink were never 
collected until after November, and then if those 
who were going to vote in favour of the resolution 
could not pay up their rate,, the firms he had 
mentioned paid them for them, booked them, 
and of course charged a certain percentage for the 
transaction. Thus the rolls were cooked. It was 
well known who voted in favour of local option in 
Ipswich last week, and that a majority was 

actually forced up. Now, the way to prove the 
majority was this: Whether the inhabitants 
paid taxes or not, they drank or did not drink, 
and he said let all the town come and vote inclis
criminately, and then see who would have a 
majority. That was the way to prove it. Now, 
look at the bench of liceming justices in 
Brisbane. 'Why, it was a disgrace to the whole 
colony. To say that a certain class of the com
munity should be excluded w:ts shameful, and 
the same thing was done in scores of other 
places 

Mr. SMYTH: Name the class, 
Mr. O'SULLIVEN : Of course he could name 

the class, but it had nothing to do with the 
question. He was not afraid or ashamed to 
name the class. The Cntholics were excluded 
from that bench. 

Mr. SMYTH: You have got them on the 
other side of the House. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN: What had that got to do 
with the bench. 

Mr. PHILP said if he had anticipated that 
such a discussion would have arisen he would 
not have proposed the mnendment. Like a 
number of other m~mbers, he wished to see the 
tariff finishecl as quickly as possible, and he 
rose to make a proposition to the Colonial 
Treasurer. He had no wish to press the 
question to a division, and he would propose a 
compromise. He thought the hon. gentleman 
could fairly meet the Northern members if he 
increased the duty on spirits by ls. per gallon, 
and took off that amount on machinery and 
some other articles. The hon. gentleman was 
wrong in saying, in reply to the leader of the 
Opposition, that nearly all the articles on which 
they asked for a reduction had been decided. 
Bran and pollard had been decided, but the 
la.rgest questions had yet to come. Machinery 
had yet to come, boots and shoes, sugar bags, 
corn sacks, and wool sacks had yet to come. He, 
and those who were working with him, had no 
desire to prolong the di"cussion but he could 
assure the Treasurer that if he passed the duty on 
spirits as pro1;osed, he would give the greatest 
dissatisfaction to the northern end of the 
colony. He thought it only fair that the 
Northern members should be met in some 
way. They had not asked for a great deal. At 
the commencement of the debate the Trea
surer said that he (Mr. Philp) proposed to 
alter his tariff to the extent of £140,000, but he 
thuught that was a very unfair way of putting 
it. He, with the other Northern members, 
ar~ued that particular duties would fall unduly 
on the northern part of the colony, but, at the 
same time, they had no wish to embarrass the 
Treasurer, and they were prepared to propose 
increased duties which would far more than 
cover what they propo~ed to take off. Now, 
he had never heard of a Trettsurer being 
embarrasc;ed with too much money. They 
knew that the Treasurer in the late Adminis
tration came down year after year with 
additiomtl taxation, because they were short of 
money. He hoped the present Premier would 
hnve no occasion to bring forward another tariff 
during his term of office. They wished to 
relieve him of that trouble. They would give 
him £40,000 or £30,000 more, rather than he 
should be £50,000 or £100,000 short, and have 
to come down, as the leader of the late Govern
ment had, with fresh taxation almost every year. 
vVhat W<1S more troublesome than to be con
stantly tinkering with the tariff, as had been 
done during the last fotir or five years? He had 
every desire to assist the Premier, and thought 
the hon. gentleman might listen to an mnend
ment coming from ten or eleven Northern mem· 
bers. He was sorry to say the number had 
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dwindled away, but he could not help that now. 
It would be only an act of grace on the 
part of the hon. gentleman to meet the 
views of not only the Northern part of the 
colony, but also a great portion of the South, 
by acce<iing in some way to their wishes. The 
tariff was supposed to be discussed by both 
sides, and "'Tas expected to be mnended, because 
the Premier was not a busine~s man-he had no 
commercial knowledge-and it was not to be 
expected that any one man wonld be able to 
bring in a tariff that wonld be at once complete. 
It wonld be no discredit to the hon. gentleman 
to accApt suggestions even from the other side on 
small matters. '!'here was no principle involved 
in an additional tax on spirits. They were 
taxed already, and if the tax were raised or 
lowered 1s. or 2s. there was no principle in
volved in it. He could understand if the 
Premier brought forward a land-tax, and had to 
withdraw it, that he would be embarrassed ; but 
on the present occasion all he wanted was money, 
and the Committee were prepared to give him 
more than he asked for. There might be some 
few alterations in the items as proposed by him, 
but there could be no embarrassment if he got 
£20,000 or £30,000 more than he expected. 
Spirits was a fair thing to tax ; that would be 
admitted on all sides. But the duty on machinery 
would fall unduly upon the northern end of 
the colony. Machinery was made in the South 
-in Brisbane and Maryborough; it was not 
made in the northern part of the colony, and he 
could aooure the Committee that the North used 
more machinery than the South, in proportion to 
the population. The tax on boots and shoes 
would also fall heavily on the North. 

HoNOURABLE ME"IBERS : Question. 
Mr. PHILP: He W!l,R simply advancing 

reasons why the Premier might fairly give way 
and meet the Northern members. They were 
not asking very much. They had come a long 
way to support him ; they had been returned to 
do so, but he (Mr. Philp) could not conscientiously 
go back to his constituents if he supported the 
tariff as it stood. He hoped the Premier would 
consider the matter and give way a little. It 
would save a good deal of discussion. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
could not accept the compromise offered by the 
hon. member, because it was a compromise of 
principle. He had stated many reasons why he 
could not accept an amendment that would take 
ont of the Government proposals altogether the 
incidence of taxation, and leave it to others. 
The hon. gentleman talked about a compromise. 
Just let him state what he had indicated he 
would do, and see whether the compromise had 
not been, or ought not to have be~n, effected 
by that time. The hon. member askecl that 
the duty on machinery should be reduced to 
1\ per cent., and he (the Colonial Treasurer) 
had, in a much better and more effectual way, 
reduced the tax on machinery, by putting into 
the free list a larf(e number of machines 
which were not there before-centrifugals, triple 
effets, planing machines, gas engines, portable 
engines, traction engines, and a lot of other 
things-in fact, a great number of machines that 
were used in different industries, and that could 
not be made here with ordinary appliances. Of 
course, any machine in the world could be made 
here; it \Vab sirnply a quP,tion of n1on2y. That 
was one con1pron1ise. Then sewing n1achine:-: had 
been struck ont and put on t11P free list. Then, 
with regard to bags and sacks, corn sacks, wool
packs, and sugar ba[is, the raw m:tterial had been 
pu& on the 5 per cent. list, the ordinary duty 
being paid on those articles themselves. That 
was a very considerable reduction, and a con
cession in the way of encouraging the industries 

of the colony. On "fuse, dynamite, gelatine, 
lithofracteur" he had indicated that he was 
open to he[tr an expression of opinion. "Green 
fruit" had gone ; "whout" had ~one; "steel rrtilR" 
-that was a matter of no consideration; there was 
nothing in it. \Yith the exception of four itemN 
he had given \V:ty npon everything the hnn. 
gentleman bad propmed, and then he askecl for 
a compromise. He (the Colonial Treasurer) 
thought he had effected a compromise, and in a 
way to offer the best encouragement to the imlus-
tries of the colony. ' 

Question-That the "12'<," proposed to be 
omitted, stand part of the paragraph-put. 

The Committee divided :
An:s, 39. 

Sir T. ::\iclhvrnith, ::\'Ics..~rs. Xclson, 1\iorcheafl, Rlack, 
M:ncros.sau, Donaldson, Patt.ison, O'Snllivan, O'Connell, 
Panl. Ijnya, Arehor, Allnn, Smith, Stcvr.ns, G-annon, 
Dalrymple, Golrlring, IJiSsller, Powers, Little, Battersby, 
G. H. Joncs, Corficld. ~Inrray, Campbell. Hamilton, 
Per1dns, Agnew, Plnnkctt, Adams, \Yatson. Crombie, 
Rccs R. Joncs, Lyons, Dunsmurc, Stevcnson, l\'Iurphy, 
a.nd Palm er. 

No~-:s, 26. 
Sir R. \Y. Griffith, l\fe~srs. IIodgldnson, Rntlcr'lgo, 

.Tordnn, Gla;..sC.\', Barlow, Drake, Sa:vers, Salkeld, 'l'm~er, 
Mol'gan, :Jiacfarlaue, Cowlmc. Buekland, Sm,v.th, :.\Icllor, 
}icJ.Iaster, Hunter, IIyne, Unmnck, Foxton, Isambert, 
1Yimble, Groom, Grimes, and Philp. 1 

PATR. 

::\Ir. Annenr for increa.sPd duties. 
31r. Xorth against. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. UNMACK said that, with regard to case 
spirits, the Treasurer deserved great praise, and 
his proposition met with the approval of every 
honest business man. The object aimed at was 
that every purchaser should get the quantity he 
really bargained for. There W!l,S a very large 
quantity of case spirits imported into the colony 
only measuring a little over a gallon and a-half, 
while their reputed contents were two gal
lons. The consequence of the passing of that 
item would be that in future all case spirits 
would contain the qmmtity that they were 
reputed to contain. But he wished to point out 
to the hon. gentleman that he was in a measure 
defeating the object he had in view by giving 
such an extreme time before that change came 
into operation. The tariff had already been 
a month before the public, and as the new duty 
on case spirits was not to be collected before the 
1st March, 1889, it would give an opportunity 
to persons to send home large orders, upon 
which the importers would make from 3s. to 
4s. a case extra profit. I"ong- before the lst 
JI/Iarcb tens of thousands of cases containing less 
than their reputed quantity could be landed 
in the colony. He threw it out as a friendly 
snggestion to the Treasurer that he should omit 
the word "1\T arch " and insert the word 
"January." That would cover all spirits that 
were afloat at the time of the introduction of the 
tariff. It would give a space of four months, 
and there was no sailing vessel that would take 
a longer time on her voya({c out than four 
months. No hardship would be inflicted on 
anyone, and the revenue would be the gainer. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
considered the subject well before he fixed on 
the 1st of March as the clay when the new 
arran~ement would take effect. The trade was 
estabiished anrl the J,ottJe, were made, and it 
was onlv fair that time "honld be allo,'·cd, not 
only foi· the arrival of what was actually afloat, 
but to make bottle' that would contain the 
reputPd qnant1ty. It was with that object that 
he had given a little more time. Everybody 
would understand that after the 1st March 
the duty would have to be paid on thP reputed 
quantity. He did not think there was much 
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danger of the market being flooded in the way 
referred to by the hon. member. It was only 
fair to give those concerned time to get into the 
new trade, and to make a pint bottle which 
should actnally contain a pint, and a quart bottle 
which should actually conta,in a rpmrt. They 
onght not to disturb tmrle more tha,n was neces· 
sttr:~·. He might add th~t there was a clerical 
error in the item as put. Instearl of a full-stop 
after "188\l," there should only have been a 
cmnrr1a, and the word "namely," so as to 1nake 
the two paragraphs into one sentence. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said he 
wished to ask a question. It might be owing to 
his ignorance of commercial matters. Did 
that apply to wine as well? There were twelve 
rtuart bottles in a case; were they to count as 
three gallons or as two gallons ? Bec,mse 
orrlirmrily, twelve reputed quart bottles went to 
two gallons. The Colonbl Treasurer had spoken 
of pint bottles containing a. pint, and quart 
bottles a quart. 

The COLO~U .. L TREASURER : I do not 
know what you mean. 

Paragraph put, and passed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moven
That there be raised, levied, collected, and paid upon-

Wine-

Sparkling-per gallon, 10s. 
Other kinds-per gall'Jn, 6s. 
"'ine containing more than 25 per cent. of alcohol of 

a specific gravity of ·82:5 at the temperature of 60 degrees 
l 1ahrenheit's thermometer-per gallon, 12s. 

One hon. member had proposed to move that t.hA 
duty on wine should be 20s. per gallon. He did 
not care what it was, as he did not attach any 
importance to it, E''-{cept that he would like to g·et 
as much revenue from it as he possibly could. 
He thought that if he made it 20s. be would not 
get much revenue, as that duty woulcllead to 
sparkling wines being made in the colony. 

An HONOURABLE Mg1!BER: They have not got 
the gooseberries here to make therr1. 

The COLONIAL TREASUEBR: You can 
make good champagne out of almost anything. 

The HoN. Sm S. \Y. GRIFFITH said he 
thought the Colonial Treasurer in courtesy might 
have answered his question. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
deferred 'mswering it until they came to wine:J. 
The hon. gentleman had asked if the same rnle 
applied to wines as to spirits. It did. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFI'rH said he 
had asked whether a case holding twelve quart 
bottles made three gallons or two gallons ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURJ~R said there 
were three galloils in twelve quart bottles 
With regard to the other point as to whether the 
two clauses passed with regard to spirits also 
applied to wine, they did ; although it was not 
put there, it was clone by general custom at 
present. 

Mr. UNMACK said he was somewhat 
acquainted with the trade he thought, and he 
desired to ask the Colonial Treasurer whether 
they were suppoiled to pay duty on 3 gallons 
for a case of spirits which contained 2 gallons, 
because a case of 12 reputed quart bottles, accor
dinc; to their idea, contained 2 gallons? The 
Colonial Treasurer had just told them that 12 
rep?tecl qmnt bottles made 3 gallons, and he had 
des1red to know whether thev were to pay duty 
on 3 gallons or on 2. gallons ? · 

The COLONIAL TREASURER :<aid he was 
wrong in what he had sttid. Twelve bottles 
were 2 gallons-Imperial qmnts. 

Mr. UNMACK said they were not Imperial 
quarts, hut reputed quarts. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved
That there be raised, levied, collected, and paid 

upon-
Timber, logs, per 100 sup. ft., Is. 6d. 
Timber, undressed, per lOO sup. ft., ls. 6d. 
'rimbor, drc~::;ed, per lOO sup. ft., 2s. 
r.I'he tluty on timber to be t:'...;timatcd as of a thickness 

of one inch, and to he in proportion for any greater 
thickness. Any thickness under one inch to be 
reckoned as one inch. 
In speaking in reply on the Financial Statement 
he had indicated that the fin.t two items he 
would not alter, but that he was not averse to 
an increase on the third item-dressed timber. 
In consulting with a good many gentlemen con
nected with the trade he found that the term 
"undressed " was misleading, hut he could now 
define it better. His object in including un
dressed timber as the item on which no increase 
should be made was that big scantlings shonlcl 
come into the Northern ports at the same duty 
as he had put down, so a.s not to handicap them 
against the South. He would therefore pro
pose, having ascertained that the timber came 
in as scantling of HG superficial inches, that 
it he put clown as "balk timber of a scantling 
of 9() superficial inches" instead of as "timber 
undressed." That would give ls. Gel. on that. 
On dressed timber he had no objection to an 
increase of ls. He moved that the words" timber 
undressed'' be omitted. 

Mr. AGNEW sttid there was a slight mis
understanding. l\Iost hem. members were aware 
that a little friendly chat, or meeting, h"'d 
been held for the purpose of considering the 
timber tariff. He was not quite sure whether 
he was con forming exactly to the agreement 
they had entered into at that time. The 
items in the printed tariff at present were not 
exactly the same as at the time they cttme to 
that understanding. He had spoken strongly 
before upon the subject of these timber duties, 
and was sorry the 'l'reasurer had not seen his 
way to further protect the timber industry. It 
was an industry that was not confined to any 
particular district, and deserved to be protected. 
The people in all the districts of the colony 
reaped the benefit, and at present the saw
milling industry was not in a very flourish
ing condition. He considered that the timber 
industry should receive an equivalent for the 
protection that had been extended to the farming 
and mining industries. The hrmer was pro
tected in some cases by . duties reaching as 
high as 80 per cent., but those engaged in the 
timber inrlustry would he satisfied with 25 per 
cent. It' was worth while maintaining an 
industry for whieh so much valuable plant had 
been brought out to the colony, and in which so 
many people were profitably employed. He 
hoped the Treasurer would see his way to gntnt 
a small concession ; but he would not weary the 
Committee with a speech, because they all knew 
how steadfaqtly the tariff had been adhered to, 
and that all the talking in the world would not 
make the Treasurer alter his intentions. Still 
he hoped the hon. gentleman would see his way 
to include beech, both undressed and dressed, 
and cedar, sawn and dressed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: They are 
included. 

Mr. AGNEW said he would have liked to 
have seen the duty 4s. Gel., hut as they could not 
get that, he supposed, as hon. members opposite 
had said, they must he thankful for small 
mercies. 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he wished to know 
if timber, undressed, would include Oregon logs? 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said it 
would. 
. Mr .. STEVENS ~aid, if he understood theposi

twn nghtly, log timber and balk timber would 
be chnrged 1,. Gd. That was, timber undressed, 
not worked np. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
was put down as balk timber and would be 
charged ls. 6d. ' 

Mr. STEVENS said balk timber was un
dressed timber; but all undressed timber was 
not balk timber. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER Mid he ora
posed to ](•:we out the wor<ls "undressed timber" 
and put in "balk timber," of a scantling of over 
9G superficial inches. Smaller timber would be 
charged 3s. 

Mr. L UY A said it should read " timber and 
logs of a scantling equal to 9G wperficial inches 
and upwards, ls. Gel. per 100 >mperficial feet · and 
timber undressed, of less size than 9G inche~ 3s. 
6d." ' 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
would make the third line "timber sawn and 
dressed 3s." 

Mr. LUY A said that when the Treasurer was 
making concessions he ought to make a conces
sion to dressed tim her, which would protect the 
whole colony from being inundated with New 
Zealand timber. In Kew Zealand there was a 
duty of •is. per lOO feet upon timber, to protect 
those engaged in thnt industry there a"ainst 
American timber. They would only be ~ctino
logically if they made a distinction betwee~ 
timber dressed and undressed. They had a great 
deal to thank the Government for in cancelling 
those abominable regulations under which they 
had been working for so long a time. So far as he 
was concemed he thought theyjshimld pny as much 
as the;; hnd been paying in the past for the raw 
mnterial; but whnt the sawrnillers grumbled nt 
was the abominable regulations under which the 
royalty was collected. Of course, when the time 
came, he should certainly >tdvocntethat the money 
collected on the timber should be Sj'Ont in the 
conservation of their forests. K obody knew so 
well as those engagecl in the industry how easy 
it wns to propagr,te the pines and cednrs which 
grew in millions in their scrubs. He would 
ask the Treasurer to make the duty on dre"ed 
timber 4s. 6d. per 100 feet, which wm just about 
the cost of clrei'sing it. Planing mills could be 
established in the North as well as iu the South, 
and the industry conld be established simply by 
placing a heavier duty upon dressed timber. One 
of the easiest parts of sawmilling was the clress
ing of timber, as none of that heavy machinery 
wns required which was necessary for the reduc-
tion of the raw material. · 

Mr. PHILP said he thought the Treasurer had 
been got at by the timber 'merchants. It was 
proposed that balk timber up to 9G inches should 
be allowed in at ls. Gd. He did not believe o,ny 
timber was imported up to 9G inches, he thmwht 
the largest timber imported was 12 x 12 inche~. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That would 
be 144 inches. 

Mr. P HILP said a great deal of undressed 
timber came from America under 12 x 12, and 
a great deal of timber G x 1. If the timber was 

· broug·ht in drcsse'l it would be liahle to he 
damaged in the transit. They hnd some peonle 
who had only !Jhtning n1achines, and not saws for 
cutting up the timber at all. 'l'here w~s "' 
difficulty nlso in the fact that vessels of ;,mall 
bulk could carry large quantities of timber, 
dressed, het if they were confined to cnrryina 
balk timber, they could not carry nearly th~ 
quantity, and the result would be that they 

would be playing into the hands of the saw
millers of Maryhorough and Brisbane. He had 
received a letter sent him from a large timber 
merchant at Townsville who had no mnchinery, 
but simply imported timber from ·Maryborough, 
or wherever he could g-ot it cheapeRt. That 
gentlmnn,n said :--

"If this propose!\ duty i~ c~nnircl H \Vill cniai1 a loss 
to OlU' tiJ'lll of .-£'i:)() on e~u·gocs \VC hiLYe alrc~uty ordcr(Hl. 
\Vc would like to ston tlLHL hut it i~ too lnte. \re 
cannot, as in ot1lu· ~()o(l~. add_ iho c'lnty to the selling
price, as it woulfl raise 1 he eo::<t above :.\Iaryborough 
11riccs, and we shrn1lll find no buyers." 
He further said: 

"rrhc duty Hyne prOllOSCS on timber will give the M:ary~ 
horough people a monopol~r at the expense of the North, 
and will red nee the revenue inst.e,ad of increasing it, as 
nt pre .. .;cnt pl'i.cc:5 it will comuletely shut out foreign 
timber." 
He questioned that, because they could not get 
the long lengths in Queensland timber that they 
could in Oreg·on timber. The timber on which a 
dnty of 3s. wag rroposed could be bought ns low 
as G,. in America, so th:ct the proposed duty 
amounted to 50 per cent. Then look at the 
freight from America to the colony. That was 
in itself a sufficient protection. He knew that 
at one time :Maryborough did the whole 
of the timber trade with the North, nnd 
the people of the North were f[Uite satis
fied to deal with l\iaryborough. 'l'he Mary
borough people, however, began to take ad van
trtge of their position, and at a meeting of 
t!1ree or four saw-millers they put up the price of 
timber 4s., .'is., and Gs. per 100 feet. \Vhat were 
the people of the North to rlo? In self-defence 
they had to go outside. They made inquiries 
and found they could land timber in Townsville 
from America much che~per, nnd they were 
justifil'd in doing so. The freight from Mary
bormwh toN ormanton wns 10s. per lOO fee.t, and 
was not thn.t itself a sufficient protection? Nearly 
all the timbc,r us~d in the North hnd to be 
imported at present, thou"h he hoped it would 
not be always so. In Normanton and Croy
don large qu,1ntities of timber were used, and 
the price was sometimes 40s. per lOO feet. 
If the increased duty was put on, it would 
all go into the pockets of the saw-millers, as 
there would be nn competition with them from 
out,ide. They had plenty of forest timber in 
the colony, and why could they not cut up timber 
a~ cheaply here as in ... 1\rnerica, or in N 8\V South 
\V ales ? They were getting a great deal of 
timber from New South \Vales, and at from 
3,;. to 4s. per 100 feet cheaper than they could 
get it in this c'Jlony, simply because there was 
grenter competition. 

An HONOURABLE :\TEil!BER; No; but because 
it is easier got. 

Mr. PHI LP said the saw-millers of the colony 
were few in number and were wealthy people, 
an<l the result of the proposed dut:v would be the 
e'tablishment of three or four monopolies, and 
the people in the North would have to pay 50 
per cent. more for timber than they were paying 
110"\V, 

J\Tr. LITTL}: said he did not agree with the 
hon. member for Townsville on that question, 
and, on the contrary, he sinu'lrely regretted thnt 
the Trc<tsurer had not plnced "' heavier tax on 
impo1'torl timber. He- would tell the Co,nmitteo 
why. In the cli,;trict he h:td the honour to l'Cpre
sent, and in the cH.'jtr-ict n~1 n\',.~entell bv the hon. 
member for Caims, :\Ir. '\Viml>le, they had 
fmvsts of the bc~;t timber in )~.ustralia.. During 
hi~; election contest he f'~w, to hiH sorrow and 
rc,;ret. two ve"'e!s lortderl wit it;'\ ew Zealnnd timber 
at Port ])ouglas ; and the hon. n1ernber for Cairn;:; 
had seen many vessels loaded with New Zeahmd 
timber at Cairns. The action of the late Govern
ment in imposing the timber royalty of 2s. had 
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ruined the timber trade in the colony. He 
admitted they could not at present use the 
timber they had in the districts he had mentioned, 
owing to the want of means of transit, but 
as soon as the third section of the Cairns
Herberton railway w:cs completed they 
wonld be able to supply not only the North 
but the whole colony. He knew the scrubs on 
the lVIosman, Daintrce, and Saltwater Creek 
thoroughly, and had Jived out there many years 
ago with the present Minister for Mines and 
'Works, and owing to the royalty the timber
getters could not touch the timber there, and 
some of their machinery was rusting there now, 
The timber-getters there were the frontiermen 
and pioneers who kept back the blacks from the 
settlers, who, being protected by those men, cul
tivated their farms and improved their 
holdings, and made a living for themselves 
and their families. \Vhat were those men 
doing now? They were humping their swags 
through \Voothakata, and their wives and 
children were destitute. If it had not been for 
the royalty imposed those settlers would be still 
flonrishing, instead of going about the country 
asking for employment. The proposed increased 
duty on timber would work in two ways, as 
would be seen, and he regretted that even a 
higher duty had not been imposed on imported 
timber. 

Mr. GROOM said he did not pretend to know 
much about that quEc<tion, but he would say that 
the hon. member for Nundah was quite right 
in what he had said as to there having been a 
meeting to comider the duties on timber, but 
they also considered something else. He had no 
desire to provoke a discussion, but he wished to 
say that some hon. members were asked to 
support particular duties, and they were asked 
also to support other prop,,sals coming from the 
other side of the Committee. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: "Log-rolling." 
Mr. GROOM said he would not call it log

rolling. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Where 

timber is concerned it may fairly be called "Jog
rolling." 

Mr. GROOM said he would say this: The 
promises on one side had not been carried out. 
Some hon. members had faithfully promised that 
when the items of agricultural produce came on 
for consideration they would give those who had 
proposed the increase the assistance of their 
votes. He regretted that that promibe had not 
been carried out. He had himself given a 
promise then that he would support the increased 
duty to be proposed on timber, and, notwith
standing the fact that ccrt:tin hon. members had 
broken faith with him, he would adhere to the 
promise he had given, and support the increased 
duty on timber. 

Mr. 'NIMBLE said he had to congratulate the 
hon. member for Townsville on his constancy in 
one thing. The hon. member had, at all events, 
shown that he was a determined freetrader. 
\Vhen they took into consideration the amount 
of timber grown in Queensland, not only in the 
North, but in various parts of the colony, he did 
not think it behoved anyone to advocate that they 
should import timber from outside the colony. 
The industry was one which would provide a 
great amount of employment, and it deserved 
every meed of protection that could be given to it. 
vVith r(g-ard to the remark of the hon. member 
for Townsville as to the advantages of using 
American timber, and as to the imposition of an 
increased duty on timber leading to the establish
ment of a monoply at Marybnrough, he, as one 
of the Northern members, would observe that, 
should such a monoply be established, it would 

be readily broken down directly they got the Cairns 
railway open. The third section, as the hon. mem
ber for \Voothakata had saicl, would open up a 
timber district which he (Mr. \Vimble) did not 
hesitate to say could not be surpassed in value. 
There were vast quantities of valuable timber 
in the district, and, whatever they had been told 
about it, there had been nothing exag-g-erated. 
The supply of timber in that district was 
practicttlly inexhaustible, and was capable of 
supplying, not 0nly this colony, but all the other 
colonies, for thfl next half century. He would 
earnestly support the amendment, and trusted 
that the Premier would allow the extra duty on 
undressed timber to be carried as it had been 
advocated by the hem. member for South 
Brisbane. \Vith respect to the remarks of the 
hon. member for Toowoomba, l\Ir. Groom, re
garding an agreement that was made with the 
"hay and corn party," as they had been termed, 
he might state that he (Mr. \Vimble) was one who 
agreed in part to some of those things, and the 
increased duty on timber was one of the articles 
in which they expected support from the hon. 
members referred to. 'l'hey had now an oppor
tunity of seeing whether they would keep their 
pledge and help the timber industry. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said there 
was no amendment before the Committee. He 
would move that the word "undressed" be 
omitted, with the view of inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "of scantling, 9G square inches and 
over." 

Mr. HYNE said he could scarcely grasp the 
proposal of the hon. gentleman. \V ere they now 
dealing with the whole of those lines? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: With the 
middle line. 

Mr. HYNg said, then he presumed the dis
cussion just now would be on the two lines
" timber logs" and "timber of scantling, 9G 
square inches and over ?" 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : Yes. 
Mr. HYNE said, in that case he would be able 

afterwards to move an amendment with reference 
to dressed timber. He would like to make a few 
remarks on the timber question. He thought 
it was pretty well known that, unfortunately 
for himself, he was connected with the 
timber trade. He wished it was otherwise. 
He looked npon the proposal to impose a 
duty of ls. 6d. per lOO feet of " scrmtling 96 
inches and ovet·" as a concession to the timber 
industry, and was very glad it was made by the 
Treasurer. If he enumerated the difficulties 
which the timber industrY had had to contend 
againRt d urinp; the last seVen or eight years, he 
knew very well that people would say he was 
speaking from a selfish motive. Hlil did speak 
with feeling on the matter, and, no doubt, when 
a man spoke with feeling, it was a selfish feeling, 
especially when it touched his purse, as his con
nection with the timber trade had touched his 
purse. However, he proposed to quote statistics 
showing the quantities of timber imported into 
the colony during the past three years, and the 
figures he would give were from the "Statistic,, of 
the Colony for 1887." Last year, 1887, the quantity 
of hardwood imported was: rough, 1,4GO,f5(i2 feet; 
dredsed, 27,G10 feet; pine, rough, 4,033,568 feet; 
dressed, 2,022, 79.) feet; total, 7,544, 535 feet. In 
188G the hardwood imported into the colony was 
451,802 feet in the rough, and 34,321 feet 
dreF<Bed; pine, rough, G,567,S97 feet, and dressed, 
4,290,211 feet; total, 1l,M4,231 feet. A year 
further back, in 1885, there was imported of 
hardwood, rough, G87,844 feet, and pine, rough, 
7,903,541 feet; total, 8,591,385 feet. The grand 
total of pine and hardwood for the three years 

1 
was 27,480,151 feet. \Vhat he wanted to show 
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was that there was no necessity for one foot of 
that to be imported, as they had n,bundance of 
timber, n,bundance of labour, and abundn,nce of 
machinery lying idle. Those figmes showed 
what mn,gnitude the trade would assume if 
it received the pr"tection to which it was 
entitled. He would mention the number 
of s<tw-mills lying idle that had come under 
his own observation. In 1Iaryborough there 
were four htrge mills idle ; that was, there 
was as much machinery lying idle as there 
\Vas at \Vork. There were a,lRo n1ilb lying 
idle at Ipswich, Toowoornba, Logan, Albert, 
Caboolture, Rockhampton, Gladstnne, Bowen, 
Whitsunday Passage, Cairns, and Kerang. He 
would ask the Committee to reflect for one 
moment and consider whether there was not some
thing radically wrong when all that m:tchinnry 
was lying idle. \Vhy w:ts it lying idle? It 
was not for want of matnrial to cut, or for 
want of a sale, because there' was plenty of 
dem-and for the timber if they could only keep 
out foreign timber. He knew very well that the 
argument would be used by those who were 
opposed to a timber tariff that by putting on 
those duties they would increase the cost of timber 
to the consumer. He disputed tfmt, and rrmin
tained that nothing of the kind woul<l be done. 
\Vhat he wished to show the Committee was the 
price of timber landed in Brisbane, and the r>tte 
it was sold for. His object in doing so WtLS to 
show that the consumers did not get the henefi t 
of the cheap importer] timber. American timber 
was landed for 12s.-lls. for the timber and 
h. for duty-and the selling price was from 
15s. Gel. to 17s. 6d. That was the same 
price as the colonial timber. Now, it did 
not give the consumer one iota of benefit 
to import timber. It simply cn,used the ma
chinery to lie idle, because the market was 
glutted with the imported article. Then, again, 
others would say that if they got the extra duty 
timber would rise. He said n<>thing of the kind 
would take place, but that the competition 
caused by the starting of all that. machinery 
would replace the price; and to strengthen his 
arguments he could refer to the statement of his 
hem. colleague, when he said that the protection 
given to cttndles had caused the lowering of the 
price of the imported article by 4d. or 3d. per lb. If 
that applied to canrUe, it would to timber also. 
Then, again, the Premier used an argument that 
theN ortherners would be entirely in the hrmds 
of the Maryborough people. Certainly they 
supplied the North almost entirely, hut in a year 
or two he looked upon it as certain that Cctirns 
would he the greateot exporting district of Kanri 
pine. He had seen therethefinestRcruhs he had ever 
seen, and it would not be many years before Cairns 
would be able to supply the whole of the North. 
Another argument he knew would be used by the 
freetrnders, and that was, if the increase was 
granted it would increase the cost of the article. 
He spoke feelingly as a 1\J:ar~·horough man, and 
could assure hon. members tlnt it would increase 
the demand ; more machinery would be kept 
running to its full power, and instvu! of having 
timber lying in his yard for three years, as he had 
now, he would have quick returns. That would 
compensate the colony for the protective duty. 
He was very ]Jieased with the concesswn that 
had been made, and when the time came, would 
move that 4s. Gel. )!er 100 be charged on dreoscd 
timber. 

Mr. STEVENS sctid an hon. gentleman 
had said that the freight on American timber 
was very high indeed, but he could not have 
known what it was. The freight on American 
timber was 4s. Gel. per 100. A great deal of it 
was put on board at 4s., which brought the 
price to Ss. Gd. ; and it was not retailed at 
a price that benefited the consumer, but was 

1888-2 L 

charged as much for as colonial ti!l1b~r. The 
Treasurer had made a great concesswn m agree
ing to a duty of 3s. on rough timber, but 
there was an actual difference of ls. 6d. between 
undressed and dressed timber, and it would be 
hardly fair to admit dre:;sed timber at the same 
rate as undre"'ed timber. He must say that he 
could nut hdp sym)•athising with the hon. 
member, }\[r. Philp, when he funnel thr:t so 1_nar:y 
of the Northern members were not w1th !urn m 
his propnsecl amendment. \Vhen the protec
tionists were fightinif for what. they wnnted t~e 
hon me m her wore a cruel s1mle, hut that smile 
was' absent now. The hon. member's amend
nlenbl of course, were cleserving of consideration, 
not on'ly from the Committee, but the country, 
but he could not view other amendments in the 
same light. He hoped the Premier would agree 
to the amendment that would be moved by the 
hon. member for JHaryborough, that 4s. lid. be 
charged on dressed tim her, because that wa.s the 
actual difference between dre,sed and undressed 
timber. 

Mr. ALLAN said he could n,ssure the Com
mittee that in his district, around Killarney and 
Allora, they had large sawmills, but that the 
beech th:tt was sent down here was ch,;rged 
2lis. ld. per ton. That contained 300 feet, which 
"mounted to a charge for carriage of!k per 100 feet. 
Therefore, he thought that any consideration 
they aot would be well deserved. He trusted 
that the Colonial Treasurer would make a 
difference between dressed and undressed timber. 
lt w<1s very easy to dress the timber when once 
the machinery was on the grcund, and it made 
a difference of ls. Gel. per lOO feet. 

Mr. PALMER said the hon. member for Mary
borough had just told them that they hn,d plenty 
of timber, machinery, and labour, and yet the 
mills were lying idle. How could the. hon. 
gentleman explain the fact that the repmrs to 
the Victoria Bridge had been stopped for the 
want of timber? If the timber they were so 
anxious to protect was so plentiful, and the 
labour so plentiful, how could such a thing
occnr. He had listened to the debate that 
had taken place and had not spoken at all, but 
if he had had any leanings towards protection 
he was sure the debate would have cured him. 
He found that they had to protect everybody 
against everybody else, _and hon. .members 
thmwht of nothing but then' own d1stncts. In 
the dulf country there was not a single stick of 
timber grown, and the people had chiefly to 
live in galvanised iron houses, although the 
tim her was so plentiful along the coast. There 
was a demand for any quantity of timber 
at 3?is. a hundred, and yet people had to get their 
timber from New Ze:1land. If it were not for the 
timber they could get from that colony they 
would have to do without it altogether. The 
demand was the most extravagant one he had 
ever heard of. \Vhile they had enormous 
quantities of timber in th.e forests ~ll over ~he 
South, yet those who were mtere.sted m sa;vm1lls 
were crying out for 1nore protectt~n upon ttmL:r. 
The hon. member for Cairns,:\lr. \Vnnble, had sa1d. 
"tT ust wait until the secnnd section of our rail
way is finished and we will snpply the North," 
but he (1\Ir. Palmer) was prepared to guarantee 
that when the Recond, third, or fourth section of 
tlmt milwav was finished that hon. member 
would he one uf the first to cry out for more taxa
tion on tim bcr. Once the proposed tax was put 
on tin1 ber it would retnain there ; it would be a 
tax nJ;<m theN orth continually, and be aggravated 
as years went on. He was certain that even 
if tlw tax were put on, the people of the 
North would still get their timber o.utside 
Queensland, because he believed the timber
getters of the southern part of the colony had, 
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laid themselves open to the charg-e brought 
against the farmers by the hon. member for 
Toowoomha, l\Ir. Gronn1, in a speech he 1nade 
during· the last eledion. The hon. member 
then said the farmers were protected quite 
enough, nnd that the evih; they were snffer
ing under aro-..;e f1·on1 their own fault, frmn 
things over which they h>ed control-that was, 
the \Yant of a propel' sy.-.;tmn anwng·st tbt'lil

selves in getting- their produce into n1arketahle 
shape. It wa,s cleal', from the confessions that 
had been nmde by hon. member,;, tlmt those 
difficultit"s 1nust uri:::e from want of rnanage1nent. 
Perhaps it arose, as the hon. the leftrlel~ of the 
OlJpo:;ition had said, fron1 invincible ignorance; 
but certain it was that, with all the conditions in 
their favour, yet they could not compete with 
far-away countries, such as North .. A_Inerica and 
New Zealand, where they had to carry their 
timber a long way to port and then ship it here. 
He protested again~t any 1nore of these con
tinnally-incr·~~ming burdens uvnn the n,lready 
OYer-burdened timber industry of the colony. 

Mr. \VATSO~ said he had been dealing in 
timber for the last twenty years, and he should 
vote in favour of the ninondment of the hon. 
rnernber for }fa,rybornngh, l\{r. Hyne, to put 
4s. Gel. on dressed timber. 

Mr. GRIMES said the discussion on the 
timber duty hctd certninly been a very one-sided 
one. Thev hnd heard the interests of the saw
millers advocated by four or five mmubers, and 
only one had stood up on behalf of the consumers. 
He was pleased t'J hear the renmrks of the hon, 
member for Carpentarict, :VIr. Palm er, tlmt those 
who used timber should be considered us well as 
those. wh•> cnt ttnd prepnred it. The cheapness 
and abuml>cnce of timber in Qncensland had not 
been an unmixe<l evil, because it had enabled 
numberH of persnnR to put up house~ for theln
selves who would not have been able to do so 
otherwise. It had refluced the cnbt of a 
rnechanic'R cottage very consi(lerably. Beside.s 
that, it hnd given etnploynwnt to a large 1n11nber 
of carpenters who would not have been C~hle to 
obtain employment lmcl timber kept at its pre
viously high price. He did not approve of the 
high duty the .Premier now proposed to put upon 
timber; still less did he approve of the rxorbitant 
duty intended to be propo,;ed oy the hon. mem
ber for lYl>crvborough. 

.l\Ir. CO\\TEY ,;aiel, in dealing with that fjues
tion, they should take into eon,;ider>ctiou the 
numbers of men who were now nble to build 
houses, and the great atnount of enqJloy1nent 
that waR provided fnr caruenters. Round about 
Brh:bnne, To\vnsville, and other large to\vns, 
land was being cut up in all directions, and 
hnndrecls and thousand.-; of men, who had grown 
tired of pnying rent, were n,ble to build houses fur 
themselves through the low price of timber. A 
heavy protective duty on timber, would fall very 
he,wily upon working men who desired to build 
houses for themselves to live in. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Timber 
will be cheaper. 

Mr. CO\VLEY: Protection never made any, 
thing cheap. It cre>cted monopolies. \Vhen 
there was a demanrl in the North for timber, five 
years ago, the price in l\lar;,rborough rmm 5s. and 
Gs. per 100, nncl the people lmrl to seiHl to New 
South \Vales for timber. H>crdwood th>ct they 
harl to pay 14s. and lfis. for in J\Iaryborongh, 
thc:t: could gnt frmn Sydney at 7,-;., 8'., and fl3.
timher eqnally go'ld. \Vhy shonld the people 
up ~orth be compelled tn go to ::iiat·~-boronf.\h 
for their timbm·, anrl pcty 5s. or lis. per 100 
nwre for it"? He thought the Prmnier in con
senting to undre~:;;ed tilnber beh1g put in 
with dressed timber had mndc a very great 

mistake, and that it would prove a very great 
hnrdship. If he had allowed the tariff to stand 
>cs originally proposed, it would h>cve been quite 
heavy enongh without going any further. They 
wanted scantling of all sizes up North at the 
lowest possible mte. He did not claim protec
ti~m for il, :-;ing-le thing for the :North. The 
North lmd not ~tsked f.,-,. protection. The hulk 
of the Xurtlwrn member><, during tlmt debate, 
had ml voccctcd freetrade, or as near to it as possible. 
The hon. meml>crdorC:rirns >ttHl \Voothakata bad 
told them that they had thousands and '"illions of 
feet of timber in their distt·ict,;; but it was inac
ces,ible. l':o protective duty, however hig·h, 
would bring that timber to the consumer, but >cs 
soon as the rail \V ay \Vas n1ade it would cmne 
clown without protection; nnd then the hon. 
n1ernbers f<)r ~!CLryborongh, a,nd others who sup
ported the proposed hig-h duty, would find, in all 
probability, to their cost, that they hnd macle a 
great mistake, and that Cairns would flood the 
Maryborough market with timber. He trusted 
the Premier would withdraw from the concession 
he had made. 

Mr. STH:V.E~S said two hon. members had 
claimed th>~t the numerous bnihlings erected 
ttbont Brislmne had been built owing to the low 
price <>f timber; but, as a matter of bet, the 
consnmers had not got their timber 1s. per 
hnndrerl cheaper. The bulk of the timl1er had 
been bongh t at a low price and retniled >et the 
usual high price. He happened to know that 
as a fact, because a case of the kind lud come 
under his notice when tmvelling to Southport. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE snid that if the public 
did not receive the benefit from the duty it was 
certain that somebndy else did. He rose chiefly to 
reply to a falhtcy uttered the other evening by 
the hon. member for M>cryborough, and repeated 
to-night by the hon. the junior member for 
l'llaryborough, to the effect that the price of 
candles httd fnllen in consequence of protec
tion. That was " most ridiculous statement. 
The price of candles h>ccl fallen, not in con· 
sef[uence of protection, but because of a very 
greaL fall in the value of the raw material
tallow-of which they were made. If protection 
W<-t.S going to re~ult in a !:3erious fall in the value 
of the manufactured article, he did not think so 
many hon. members would be in favour of it. 
He did not approve of n protective t>criff; still 
less dirl he approve of the >cttempts made from 
the other side nf the Committee to add to the 
burdens which fell upon the consumer. 

r.Jr. LUYA said he wished to set the Com
mittee right as to the price of sawn timber 
irnported frmu r\1nerica. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: They 
know >ell about it. 

Mr. L UY A said the timber cost 3s. 9d. put 
on board the ve,sel at Puget Sound; freight 
and other chn,rges brought it up to Ds. 2d. ; and 
the difference between that and wh>ct it w>cs sold 
for at Normanton or elsewhere was what went 
to the importer. His firm will be the first to pay 
the duty on Americ>cn timber, ns they will import 
the fir,t shipload from Puget 8ound under the 
new duty ; but it made very little difference to 
them, >end he should certainly vote in favour of 
a11 increased duty. 

Mr. PHILP st~id the~t with regard to the 
remark of the hon. member for Logan that the 
price of tin1lH:.~r \Vas just the same now as it ,,-as 
before timLer b"gan to be imported, he might 
mention that the 'iJrice of J.l>1ryborongh timber at 
Townsville, four or five years ago, before tin1ber 
was brought from America, was 30s. per .100. 
After the importation began they brought 1t as 
low as 14s. per 100, 
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Question- That the word prnposed to be 
omitted stand part of the paragraph-put and 
passed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said there 
had evidently been some misunderstandin"' abont 
the way the question wa.s put. o 

Mr. ARCHER said he thouuht the Chairman 
had 1;ut the question qnite pro];erly. There was 
no nnsunderstanding on his part. The que~tion 
put was that th.e parag-raph, as printed, stand 
part of the question, and the Chairman declared 
that the "ayes" had it. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
Committ:e J?isunderstood it ; they thought he 
was putt111g 111 the words, that the other motion 
had been carried, and that the word "undressed" 
?e left out. The question our;ht to have been put 
111 another form. No doubt the hon. member for 
R:>ckhampto.n would not take advantag"e of a 
m1stake hav111g been made, and W<mld allow the 
Chairman to put the question over again. The 
line simply altered the language; the ls. Gd. per 
100 remained exactly the same. 

The CHAIRMAN said that after stating the 
proposed amendment, he put the question in this 
way: "That the word proposed to be omitted" 
-namely, "undressed"-" stand part of the 
paragraph." 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
questio_n was put perfectly right, but from the 
expansn:e nature of the; debate, and the wide 
ground 1t had travelled over, members did not 
understand it. But they could umlo what they 
ha~ done by admitting it was a mistake, anrl 
takmg the sense of the Committee upon it. 

~he Ho~. A. RUTLRDGJ<; said he was quite 
satisfied there had been a misunderstanding on the 
part of the Committee. He was prepared to vote 
for the omission of the word in the second part of 
the paragraph, but there had been so much dis
cussion that hon. members' mind.s were utterly 
c~mfused as to what they were voting about. He 
d1d not understand, nor <hd many members of the 
Committ.ee, he imagined, nnderstand that they 
~vere votmg to allow the paragTaph to remain as 
1t was no-w. 

Mr. GRIMES said, the Chairman havino· 
decided the question by declaring for the "ayes, j; 
he .doubted whether the question could be put 
ai(am. He should like to have the Chairman's 
ruling on that point. 

The COLO~IAL SRCRETARY said it was 
a pity the hon. member for Hockhmnpton harl 
not been in his place earlier as then he mio·ht 
have seen his way to deal w'ith the matter i~ a 
different way. .The qnestion was very propmly 
put by the Cha1rman, and properk dealt with 
by the Committee. " 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
would put it perfect!,· rig·ht by moving that flfter 
the word "undressed"--

Mr. GRIMES said he wanted the Chairman's 
ruling on the matter as to whether it could be 
re· put. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said there 
was no ruling wanted. He would let the word 
" undressed" stand part of the question, and 
move that after the word "undressed" there be 
inserted the words "of a scantling, ()() sqnare 
inches and over." 

Mr. HODGKINSON said he would like to 
ask the Colonial Treasurer whether he meant to 
define by that "bttlk timber," because "balk 
timber" was not "undressed thnber, ''as it was 
squared. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It is quite 
undressed. 

Question - That the words proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted-put and passed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
after the word "dressed," in the next line, there 
be inserted the words "and sawn, of a scantling 
under 96 square inches." 

Mr. HYJ'\E said he had already said that he 
would mo\'e an amendment on that item. He 
wished that the Colonial Treasurer wonld allow 
the dnty to be 4s. instead of 3s., as that would 
encourrlge the 1nillen~. He was TI('t going to 
make any comment, but would move that the 
duty on dress~d timber be 4s., and on sawn, 
as the Colonial Treasurer proposed, 3s. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was 
prepared to move that the words "two shillings" 
be "three shillings," as he had said, but he 
would tC~ke " diYision on the amendment as to 
taking smvn and dressed timber together. He 
thonght sawmill people, and everyone connected 
with timber ought to be perfectly satisfied with 
his proposa.ls. 

Mr. STBVENS said it seemed an anomaly, 
as, although 2.s. might be a protection on un
dressed timber, it would not be on the dressed 
timber. It would be a clear gain of ls. Gd. to 
the timber imported over their own timber. 

Mr. PHILP said 3s. on all dressed timber was 
quite sufficient, and he hoped the Colonial 
'rreasurer \Vonld not give way any 1nore. He 
wonld oppose any further additions to the timber 
tariff. 

l\Ir, GOLD RING said he thought the timber 
people were making moo;t preposterous proposi
tions. They wanted to ruin theN orth altogether. 
\Vhy shonld they not be allowed to import from 
Americ11, New Zealand, and New South Wales 
if they could do so satisfactorily? The timber 
merchants said that the increased duty would 
not increase the prices, but he said it would. 
If they were prevented in the North from 
importing timber femn America, New Zealand, 
and New South \Vales, prices would be 50 or 
100 per cent. more than they were now. 

l\fr. BATT:ERSBY said that, as one who 
represented a timber electorate, he should advise 
hon. members to accept the concession of the 
Colonial 'rreasurer if they wanted to get done 
with the tariff that week. If the Northern 
members wanted to get done before Christmas 
they woulrl accept that concession and make 
fewer speeches ; and he would advise the 
Southern members to sit quiet and let them get 
through the business. 

Mr. STEVE;'\J"S said he would like to ask the 
Colonial Treasurer to put those two items sepa
rately, so that they could vote upon them sepa
rately. If he did not, he would compel those in
tere3ted to take a division, and he must say that 
he hardly liked to do that after the great conces
sions the Colonial Treasurer had made. It 
would seem ungenerous, but there was such a vast 
difference between dressed and undressed timber 
thrrt he felt compelled to ask that. He hoped the 
Colonial Treasurer would put it in such a way 
that they could take a division. 

The COLO~IAL TREASURER said the 
onlv way to decide that was to defeat the amend
merit he· had proposed. He had put it in such a 
way that if he carried it there could not be any 
further amendment nn it ; and he did not see 
any other way to put it. He did not want 
an ut her division, and he would vote against any 
additional duty at all. 

:!I.Ir. STEVE;'\J"S said he thought the Colonial 
Treasurer might see that he was putting them in 
a false position, and it appeared rather ungener
ous to make them accept a thing they did not 
like. If he put it in the way he had suggested, 
the difficulty could be met. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: What 
the way you would suggest? 
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Mr. STEVENS said if the hon. member 
would move that the duty on sawn timber be 3s., 
and leave dressed timber as a separate item, it 
would meet the case. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
would not do th;tt. The hon. gentleman failed to 
see the concession that had been granted, by 
allowing small sawn timber to come in at a duty 
of :Js. 

Mr. HY:i'<E said he moved ll.n amendment, 
that dressed timber pay 4s. 

The COLONIAL TREASUTIIm said the 
hon. member could not move any amendment of 
that kind, but he could vote against his (the 
Colonial Treasurer's) amendment. 

Mr. HYN}l said he should like to ask the 
Colonial Treasurer-vV as he in order in moving 
that there be an export duty imposed on cypress 
pine? 

The COLONIAL Tl:t:l<~ASUimR said the 
hon. gentleman could not move that until he had 
got through the tariff, and he did not think it 
would be in order then; but at the same tirne if 
the hon. gentleman could find any mem1s of 
bringing it before the Con•mittee it might he 
done. He moved tlmt "two shilling,;" he 
omitt;>d with the view of in.>erting "three shil
ling-H." 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the paragraph-put and 
negatived. 

Question-That the word (3s.) proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted-put. 

Mr. HYNE said he would move as an amend
ment that the duty on dressed timber be 4s. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hon. member eould not move that amendment. 

Mr. HYNE said ho was so fog~·ed about those 
amendments that he did not know what they 
were pas.-.;ing. 

Mr. FOXTON said the amendment could be 
pnt. It was proposed to insert the word' '3s.," and 
th~ hon. member wished to move as an amend
ment that the word "4s." be inserted instead of 
the word '' 3s." 

Question put, and the Committee divided:
An:s, ,15. 

~ir T. ::\Iclhvraith, Messrs. Jiorehcad, Xel-:oon, Black. 
Donaldson, ::\Iacro::;san, Hamilton, O'Sulliva,n, Jordan, 
IIodgkinson, l'anl, O'Connell, Lnya,, Arehor. l1utledge, 
Allan. Pahner, ~tcvcm:, Gannon, Groom, J,i~sner, Power~. 
IIyne, Isambcrt, North, Grimcs, :Jiurray. G. II. Jones, 
Corfield, \Yimble, J,ittle, Pcrldns, ~Ie::na~ter, Battcrsby, 
Plnukett, Adams, \Vatson, Roes R Jon~s, Lyons, Agumv, 
Crombie, Dnnsmure, Pattison, Ste\en~on, and iiiurphy. 

NOES, 11. 
l\Iess1·s. Tozer, Glasscy, Salkcld, Rnrlo\v, "\V. Stephenf', 

lVI:organ, ~Iacfarlane, Carnpbell, Smyth, I\Icllor, and 
Goldring. 

PAIR, 

For the increased dnties, J.Ir. Annem·. 
Against the increased dutie~. :Jir. R. II. Smith. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Que"tion-That the petra~raph as amended 

stand part of the tariff-put and passed. 

The COLONIAL THEASURF.R moved
That there be raised, levied, collected, and paid on
J~oots and shoes, except indiarnbbc:r shoes (l1rescnt 

English sizes to he the stanflard), viz.:-
)!en's No. 6 and up\vards-per clozen pairs, 22s. 
Youths' Nos. 2-5-per dozen pairs. 11s. 
Boys' Nos. 7-l-per dozen lntirs, l2s. 
'Women's No. 3 and. npwards, except lasting and ~tuff 

boots, including- goloshcd boots-per tlozcn pairs, l3s. 
Girls' Nos, 11-2, except lasting· and :o:tuff boots, includ

ing goloshed boots-)Jer dozen pairs, lls. 
Girls' Xo. 7-10, except lasting and stuff boots includ-

ing goloshed boots-ver dozen pairs, Ss. ' 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said he wished to ask 
the Colonial Treasurer whether he meant to stand 
by the tariff proposed on boots and shoes. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREE : What do 
you mean by that? 

:Mr. J\[ACF ARLANE said there were some 
inconsistencies in the proposed tariff. It was 
perhalJS right to exen1pt wmnen's hu-1ting and 
stuff hoots, including g·oloshed boots, because they 
could not he made in the colony, and he supposed 
the intention was to allow them to come in at the 
ad vnlo1·e>n duty of 7~ per cent. 'rhat was right 
enough, but there 'vere several inconsistencies in 
connection with n1en's boots. A great nnn1ber 
of men's boots imported from ]~ngland were 5s. a 
pair in England, and hoots of another quality were 
15s. in England. The one quality of hoot was 
used by the working classes and the other by the 
better classes-clerks and so forth. The proposed 
duty on both of those claR'es of huots was to he 
ls. lOd. per pair, and that was not right. It 
would he far better to pnt the low class hoot on 
the wl·ualorern list at 7~ per cent., and the better 
class of hoot on the ad wlm·em list at 15 per cent. 
If that were done it would bring in jnc;t as much 
to the T~easnry and would cau>'l much less con
fusion than the proposed tariff. If the proposed 
system was adopted importers of hoots would 
require in voice clerks to do nothing else hut keep 
a se; of books for cle.ssifying the boots according 
to the tariff. He spoke with some experience in 
reference to the hoot trade. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
had one invariable style of correspondence in 
regard to that item. 'rhe man who did nothing 
but import and sell hoots was strongly against 
the tariff propo·mls, and the man who made 
hoots wanted the duties specified as they were in 
the proposed tariff. He did not pretend to possess 
the JmowleJge of the hon. member for Ipswich at 
all as regarded the hoot trade, hut he had done 
the best thing he could do. He had enumerated 
the items exactly in the same way as they 
appeared in the last proposed tariff that failed 
in Victoria, except that the duty proposed in 
Victoria was mnch greater than he proposed. He 
thought th:1t a good precedent, as they had had a 
great deal of experience in Victoria in that 
matter, and they found it far better to have a 
fixed duty on those articles. There was no 
doubt in his mind as to the effect of a fixed 
duty. It generally had the effect of improving 
the character of the article introduced, as a man 
did not care about importing a had pair of 
boots when he had to pay the same duty on them 
as on a good pair. The tendency was to raise 
the character of the goods imported. That same 
tariff had been debated in South Australia 
within the last six months, and carried, item by 
item, as they were put down in the tariff he pro
posed, on!~· the duty proposed there was about 
40 per cent. more than he put on. 

Mr. lVIAOJtAllLANE said he did not object 
to the fixed duty, hut to the unfairness of taxing 
boots worth 5s. at the same rate as boots worth 
15s. It was all nonsense to ""'Y that those hoots 
would be made in the colony, for they would not. 
Wonld it not he a fair thing to have two fixed 
duties-one, say, of ls. 10<1. a pair on boots 
worth under 1 Os. per pair, nnd a higher fixed duty 
upon hoots worth above that price? If that were 
done a man who wanted a good boot would have 
to pay for it. The tariff as proposed would 
<;a,nse a great der,l of dissatisfaction. Hon. mem
bers must see the unreasonableness of making 
boots at Gs. pay the same duty as hoots at 15s. 
It wa~ not good alw~ty:::; to go to Victoria, and it 
might heag·ood thing to take an example from some 
of the other colonies, and they might find there 
was no necessity to adopt the Victorian system. 
There were bootmakers in Brisbane who supplied 
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ladies and gentlemen in Melbourne with boots 
when the ad volonm duty here was 5 per cent., 
"imply because the boots could be got cheaper in 
Brisbane than in JHelbourne. 

The COLONIAL SJ<:CRETARY: Did they 
smuggle them into Victoria? 

Mr. MACF ARLJ.J'\E said thev did not 
smuggle them into the colony, but took them in 
as personal luggage. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
people who got their boots in that way got them 
made in Brisbane, becanse they could get them 
made better here than in :Melbourne. He knew 
that when he was in England he got his lJOots 
made in Brisbane. The argument the hon. mem
ber used as to the poor man's hoots having to pay 
as much duty as the rich man's was really of 
very little importance. He (the Treasnrcr) would 
advise the rich man to go to Stewart's, in George 
street, where he would get his hoots made 
properly, and, at the same time, encourage local 
industry. 

Mr. DRAKE said he agreed entirely with the 
proposals of the Government in regard to those 
items. He thought that ad valorem duties were 
no good at all in keeping out shoddy, which 
could be run into the colony at such a low price 
that it scarcely paid anything. He did not agree 
with the hem. member who stated that the pro
posed duty was unfair, because it would press 
heavily on that class of people who wore the com
mon kind of hoots, as he believed those boots could 
be made, and were made in the colony. The duties, 
therefore, would scarcely touch tho,e people, 
hut would very properly fall on those who wore 
the more expensive and highly finished boots. 
He would suggest to the Treasurer that the 
words "including goloshed hoots" should be put 
in brackets, as had been done with similar 
phrases in other parrs of the tariff, so as to pre
vent any possible confusion ; he was uncertain 
whether they were included in the exceptions 
until he referred to the tariff of South Australia. 

The COLONIAL THEASURER: All right. 
That does not require any amendment. 

Mr. PHILP said he thought those duties were 
unfair, and that an ad ~·cclorern duty would be 
very much better. He therefore moved that the 
whole paragraph be omitted, with the view of 
inserting "all boots and shoes, 10 per cent. ud 
valorem." 

Mr. GROOM said he could not snpport the 
amemlrnent. Among all the items in the tariff that 
now proposed met with his hearty approval. If 
they wished to encourage the establishment of a 
large number of hoot factories in the colony that 
was a step in the right direction. ·with regard to 
the cheap boots which had heen spoken about, 
he believed that the proposed tariff would lead 
to all the cheap boots which were now being 
imported from New South \Vales flll<l Victoritt 
being manufactured in the colony. He htLd some 
sympathy with the hem. member for ~ownsville 
in not being able to carry any of h1s amend
ments, because in that respect the hon. member 
was in the same position as himself; lmt as far as 
that particular portion of the tariff was con
cerned, it had his hearty approval, and he co~ld 
not support the amendment of the hon. gentle
rnan. 

Question-That the paragraph proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the tariff-put, and the 
Committee divided :-

Ans, 36. 
Sir. T. l\Icllwraith, Aiessrs. Xclson, }forehead, 

)facrossan, Black, DonnlUson, Dnnsmure, Groom, Lyons, 
l\inrphy, Pattison, StC\'Cnson, Crombie, Recs R .. Tonf~s, 
'Vatson, .A dams, Plnnkctt, \.Y. Ste11hrms, Agncw, Tozer, 
Perkins, Campbell, G. H. Joncs, l\Iurray, llattcrsby, 
North, Isambert, W,.imble, Po,vers, Drake, Gannon, 
Paul, Allan, Hodgkinson, O'Uonnell, and Luya. 

NoEs, 23. 
Messrs. Goldring, Barlow, Gla.ssey, Philp, Dalrsmrlle, 

Lissncr, Sayors. ::Uacfarlano, ::Olc)Inster, Archer, Hyno, 
Bncklaud, Cowlcy, Palmcr, CorJiold, Smyth, Hunter, 
Grimes, Umnack, :Poxton, Hamilton, l\Icllor, and 
Smith. ' 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

The COLONIAL THEASUH.ER moved
rrhat there be raised, levied, collectccl and paid on-

.Jewellery, Jlla1c (gold an<l silver)--for eYcry £100 of the 
value thereof, £2:'5. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL TitEASURER said the 
next item would be the 5 per cent. list, as it 
appeared in the proposecl.tariff on page 4. l<'r.om 
time to time he had g1ven notwe of puttmg 
certain articles, which he had classified as well 
as he could, on the 5 per cent. list. As he h_ad 
intimated before, he lJrOposed to do· away With 
the 10 per cent. ad vnlorem dn.ties "!.together 
and substitute f) per cent., 1ncrea~n1g th~ 
nurn ber of articles that would he put on the e> 
per cent. list. 'VV!th the perrnissi?n of the Com
mittee, however, mstead of movmg the 10 per 
cent. list, a, printed on page 4, h~ would mr:ve the 
printed amendment wlncb had Just been 1ss ~ed 
to members which would save the nece;s1ty 
of nwving ; f!Teat nu~nbe.r . of an1end1nen~~· 
He had intimated at varwus tnnes as the tar1ff 
was going through that the material ~1sed in 
making up different articles that were hkely t~ 
be manufactured here would be put under the o 
per cent. list, and h_e had increased t.h<:; )ist 
very considerably, w1th the obJect of g1vmg 
a fair opportunity to manufa_cturero here. 
Following on that, the free hst would .be 
increased and was also framed on the prm
ciple of giving encouragement to different local 
industries. It had been arranged upon the 
best information he could get from those engaged 
in the different industries. He therefore moved 
that the following words be omitted from the 
tariff with the view of inserting the amended 
list:-

" Cotton}Jiccc goods--shirting.:;, and allcalicoe~, I!rints, 
muslins, shootings, and cotton ticks; Ha.unel, 111 the 
piece; linen piece goods-clncks, dinpcrs, rough lJro\vn 
and drf"•scd hollands, talJli'l_lg, slleeting, and damask 
ticks; moleskin, in tl~e piece; paper (for yapcr-bag 
making); sewing maclnne"!-for every £100 of the v~tlue 
thercot, £10." 

Question-That the paragrar~hs proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the tanff-put and nega
tived. 

The COL0:0riAL TREASUREH, moved that 
the following words be inserted:-

C:otton llicco goocls-slliriings, and all ca.Jic,_ocs, ]~rints, 
mnslins. shcetings, and cotton ticks; union tJCks, 1n the 
ph"~e ; flannel, in the piec~·; linen pie(•,e goods-dn~:l\s, 
diapers, rough brown aml dres~ed !wll:u1cls, tal~lmg, 
sllceting. and damask ticks; moles km. m the pwee ; 
rf~versiblc and lcvantinc silk mixtures, of not less than 
-1,_1 inchF" in width; nlpaea. cloth, \Vith border; :lanclla, 
cloth, \Yith border; }Htper, except otherwise enumerated; 
a~h timber, in plank ; ~\_merican oak, for staves; 
carriage shafts, spolm.s, fellot::s, naYes, J;tnbs~ bent ":heel 
rims ; bag\<ing and 1voolbaggmg; hu:r:tmg, 111 the p~ccc; 
cork, elastic, flock, linseed, castor ml seed ; furmture 
springs~ for every £100 of the value thereof, £5. 

:Yir. SMYTH asked if "bagging and wool
bagging" \Vould include corn sack8? 

The COLONIAL 'rREASUHEH: It will 
include the material out of which they are 
made. 

Mr. GROOM asked what was the meaning of 
"paper, except otherwise enumerated "? 

The COLONIAL THJ~ASUREH said most 
paper would be in the free list. 

Mr. COWLEY asked under what head bottle" 
would come? They had no bottle manufacturers 
here and he had received a telegram from a 
sauc~ manufacturer at Townsville, asking, not 
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for a protective duty on sauce, but that bottles 
should come in free. He thoug-ht they might 
make the concession of putting them in the 5 per 
cent. list, instead of under 16 per cent. 

The COLONL'..L TREASURER said sauce
makers were very well protected already, and 15 
per cent. was not an unfair duty on bottles. 

Mr. COIVLEY said the sauce manuf::tcturer 
he had mentioned did not ask for a protective 
duty on sauce, but merely that bottles should he 
allowed to come in free, so as to emtble him to 
establish the industry. He thought 5 per cont. 
would Le a fair thing. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER sn,id he 
did not think there was a more successful 
industry in the colonies than bottle-making, and 
from the way it was going on it promised to be 
an increasing industry. 

Mr. PHILP said he was glad to see the pro
posed amendment, which was the best introduc,·:d 
yet. Still there were a lot of goods that might 
be included in the 5 per cent. li.st, such as 
canvas, mosquito net, saddle serge, and collar 
serge. All those were made up in the colony. 
He was also informed that ordinary flannel 
came in at 10 per cent., and twill flannel came in 
as serge at 15 per cent., which seemed a great 
anomaly. He thought cornsacks and woolpacks 
might be allowed in at .5 per cent. They were 
not likely to be made in the colony. They could 
be imported almost as cheap as they could import 
the material. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said he thought the Govern
ment should have power to decide to which ch"s 
the various articles belonged, because disputes 
were sure to arise, and importers would fight 
tooth and nail to get the advantage of the Custom
house. 

Mr. HAMILTON said that as the articleB 
mentioned by the hon. member for Townsville 
woulrl be made up in the colony, he hoped the 
Colonial Treasurer would see his way to include 
them in that list. 

Mr. GOLDRING said a little considercction 
should be shown tn the squatters as far as their 
woolpacks were concerned. They had had to 
contend against great difficulties during the last 
few yens, and wool was not partict1lrtrly high 
now. He did not see why woolpacks should 
carry a higher duty than they did before. He 
did not believe the packs could be made up in 
the colony at anything like the price they could 
be imported for, and they should, therefore, be 
excluded from the 5 per cent. list. 

The COLONIAL TIU~ASURER said the 
arguments for increasing the list would he inter
minable. He could only say that he had gone 
through a mass of correspondence that would 
have frightened any m>ln, and had picked out 
the reasonable things to put into the .'i per 
cent. list. The things mentioned by the hon. 
member for Towns vi lie he did not think ought 
to be included in it. When they increased the 
duty on bagging, it was only fair to say that the 
material should come in at a much lower rate. 
He did not know whether wool packs would be 
manufactured in the colony, but the bags used 
by farmers would, no doubt, he made by the 
\vomen and children about the place. It was 
with that object that he placed the raw material 
on the 5 per cent. list, while the bags paidl5 per 
cent. 

Mr. MURPHY said that as a squatter he was 
in favour of the proposition of the Treasurer. 
The hon. gentleman had made very fair conces
sions to them in allowing the hag,;ing out of which 
their wool packs were made to come in at i) per 
cent., instead of 15 per cent. which the manu
factured article had to pay. As a protectionist, 
that was quite on the lines of the policy he was 

in favour of. It would give employment to 
perwns in the colony to make up the packs. He 
did not think there was any squatter who would 
not support the proposition. 

Mr. llARLOW said he would call the Trea
surer's attention to what was at present a, trifling 
item-only £31 lls. Gd. having been collected 
upon it last year---but which would in all proba
bility in ti1ue assnn1e very large proportions. 
He referred to dye-stuffs, and would suggest to 
the hon. gentleman that he should put it in the 
5 per cent. list. 

'rhe COLONIAL TRE.ASUTIER said he had 
no objection to put dye-stuffs in the 5 per cent. 
list. 

Mr. GOLDRING said the hon. member for 
Barcoo spoke frmn a protectionist point of view, 
while he (Mr. Goldring} spoke as a freetrader ; 
and he did not tl1i nk that the duty of 5 per cent. 
woulrl indnce squatters to get their' woolpacks 
made in the colony. They conk! not he made for 
the same price that they could be imported. 

;yrr_ DALRYMPLE said he was of opinion 
that wool packs, sugar bags, and flour bags should 
be introduced into the colony free. There seemed 
to be a disposition in the Committee to build up 
industries in Bri:-5bane, Toowoon1ba, and a few 
other places at the expense of the consumers 
in the North and \Vest. But the producing 
interests of the colony were deserving of encour. 
ag-ement, because it was upon them that the 
colony had mainly to depend, and the cheaper 
the producers could get their corn sacks, or 
woolpa,cks, or sugar bags, the better it 
would be for them, and ultimately for the 
colony as a whole. Hon. members seemed to be 
following- the lines of the late Government when 
they brought steel sleepers for the N ormanton 
railway pa't Normanton and all the way to 
Briobane in order to give employment to the 
mechani~s of the South, and without the slightest 
consideration to the people who wanted to use 
that railway, and to the bet that they were 
increasing its cost hundreds of pounds per mile. 
It was levying blackmail on the North for the 
benefit of the South; that was about the mildest 
term he could apply to it. Such, articles ought to 
be brought in without charging the people who 
used them something extra for the benefit of the 
South. 

Mr. UNMACK s11id there was one article 
to which he wished to direct the attention of the 
Colonial Trea,,urer, which he appeared to have 
inadvertently omitted-that was canvas, which 
was largely used in making sails, tttrpaulins, and 
tents, and that was a large industry. He thought 
it should be in the 5 per cent. list. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREE asked where 
they were going to get the jute from? 

Mr. UNMACK said that it was in the 1b per 
cent. list at present, and, as they were admitting 
b~gging n,nd woolpacks, canvas ,should also be 
included. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
considered the question, and he did not think it 
ought to Le charged only 5 per cent. 

Question-That the paragraph proposed to be 
inserted, stand part of the tariff-put and passed. 

Ho:-;out<ABLE lYIE11IBEHS : Adjourn ! 
The COLONIAL TREASURER asked why 

they should adjourn when they had arranged to 
get through the tttriff to-morrow. There was 
plenty left for to-morrow, as they had the whole 
of the free list to discuss, and it was quite under· 
stood that they should go on. He would move-

'l'hat there be ralsed, levied, collected, and paid 
upon-

3Iachincry and boilers being fixed on board and used 
in provelling any vessel into Queensland, such vessel to 
be used for trading, or carrying passengers within the 
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limits of any port in Queensland now or as may here~ 
after be defined by section 108 of the 1\~aYiga.tion Act of 
1:-376, sball be deemed to bP goods iltlportc<l into Qnocns
land nnd shaU be liable to duty-for every £100 of the 
valnc thereof, £15. 

The Hoe\'. A. ItUTLEDGJ<; said it wak a fair 
thing to adjourn. nrachinery wns the only itenl 
r~n1ain~ng upon wbich tht:re \V~ts likely to be any 
d!scusswn, and they would have all to-mmTow to 
finish. :Many of them had not taken up time 
by talking, and he thought it was a good evidence 
of their /)()na jides when they said they were 
anxious to let the tariff debate "close to-n~orrow. 
He did not think there would be mnch bickering 
about thE• articles on the free list. There wn,s .no 
objection from his side of the Committee, so far 
as he knew, to the articles on that list, and if 
the Colonial Treasurer would allow machinery to 
remain till to-morrow when they would all be 
fresh, it would be only right. 

The COLONIAL TitJ<;ASl;ItER said he wn.s 
quite sure the hon. member, if he considere•l the 
matter, would see that they had not done much 
work. That was the third wec'k of the debate 
on the briif, and he was quite prepared to go on 
with it, lt!lcl bon, lll8ll108l'S generally W8hl too. 
He hac! had nothing to complain of in the 
Opposition, and he lmcl not the slightest intention 
of bl:1ming them. Let them go on for some time 
longer that night and dispose of the tariif; and if 
they could not do it all, let them be able to 
finish it to-morrow. It had been understood that 
they were to finish to-morrow. The next item 
of 15 per cent. (Id t•nloron would take a g1eat 
deal of di.3cussion-as much as anything; and he 
did not think there was a single hon. member pre
sent but wanted to vote on it. He did not think 
he was asking anything unhir in asking them to 
go un. 

Mr. GitOOIII said the leader of the Opposition 
had expected that the Colonial Treasurer would 
only go as far a.s "'sewing nla.chinel-3," and then 
stop. He knew that hon. gentleman wanted to say 
something on the question of machinery, but he 
had had to go away. 

The COLOl'\IAL SECRETARY: Why did 
he not stop? 

Mr. GROOJ\I said the leader of the Opposition 
had certain strong rea..;ons for going, and he 
was sure the Colonial Treasurer would believe him 
when he said the leader of the Opposition would 
not have gone if he had not had good reasons for 
doing s''· Conilidering that the bun. gentleman 
had hardly spoken the whole evening, and was 
very anxious to tttke part in the cleb8te on that 
mtttter, he thought the Colonial Treasurer might 
Cfm:5ent to adjourn, as there was no intention to 
obstruct to anything on the free list to-morrow, as 
they would all go by the run, so that there was 
really all to-morrow to finish. 

.The COLONIAL TIU<;ASU KER said he was 
sure that the leader of the Opposition, if he h«d 
had the least drsire to stop fLt sewing machines, 
would have intimated his desire to him. All 
along they had arranged m:ttters in the 
most amicable way, and there would not have 
been the slightest trouble in doing so again, ::-;o 
that he could not take what the hou. memr•er 
had said unless he had a me,,sage from the lender 
of the Opposition. His opinion was that the 
leader of the Opposition would be Yery glad to 
rise in the morning and find that they had 
gone through with the tariff. 

:Mr. SA YERS said he might tell the Colonial 
Treasurer that the leader of the Opposition had 
paired with the hon. member for :Mackay under 
the impression that they wonld stop at ma
chinery. He believed the leader of the Opposi
tion had asked several hem. members to pair, 
and the hon. member for :i\Iackay consented to 
do so. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAJlY said surely 
they had nothing to flo \Yith 1Jrivt1te arrange
ments that had been mache by the l<·ader of the 
Opposition. He was vmy sorry that gentleman 
was not in his place, but with the Colonial Trea
surer, he thought be would be very happy 
to-rrwlTO\V nwruing to Pee that the whole of the 
t:triff heed been settled, becam,e from what the 
hm1. gentleman lmd let fall when talkiug with 
him (the Colonial Secretary) he wtts siek and 
tired of the debate tlmt had gone on. He certainly 
htcd nO\-or srtid in the Cmmuitteethathewished the 
debate to stnp thne. As for the hon. member 
for Charters Towers, he had just come off circuit, 
and had been lm Ying a good tin1e in n1orc.: ways 
tha,n one, so he ought to be fresh and ready to go 
on, and as he represented a rnining constituency 
he ought to he quite vrepared to go on. 

Mr. DALitYMI'LE said it devolved upon 
him to sa:v tlmt if he b:,d agreed to uair with the 
l~acler of the Opposition, and then had remained 
in his place, he shoul<l ha,ve done tiOD1ething 
which he thought would lmve been very dis
honourable and improper. 

:VIr. SA Yl<;RS: You only paired on the one 
suoject. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE s:tid, tLs :t matter of fact, 
the le:tder of the Opposition had asked him to 
pair with him, and be hac! snggectcd that he 
shoulrl pair with the :Minister for Lands, or the 
hon. member fur Charters Towers hirusdf, and 
then he lnd gone away. He was afterwards 
asked by the hon. member for Charters Towers, 
J\Ir. Sayers, to pair with tlw leader of the 
Opposition, am! he had ngreed that he would 
pair with him on the tilllber question. Jf tlmt 
were given as n, reason why the debate should not 
continue, he would have the greate'it pleasure in 
leaving the Committee, as tl1ere were plenty of 
others on his side without him. 

J\Jr. SAYERS said that be had stated thehnn. 
me1n ber for :i\Iackay had paired with the len,cler 
of the Opposition on the timber question only. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE said he wished to 1Je 
perfectly cl~ar on that point. \Vhen the le>Lder 
of the Opposition lmd asked him to pair with 
him he had said" No"; but subsO<Jnently after 
the hon. gentlenmn had left, the hon. member for 
Clmrters 'rowers had asked him to do so on the 
timber tariff, and he had complied with that 
request. 

Mr. SA YEUS: Th<tt is correct. 
Mr. l'HILP said he would like the clause to 

be better defined. \Voulrl it apply to any 
Ktea1ner cmning into the colony ? 

The COLONIAL TIU;ASUitER said it only 
applied to the machinery and boilers of small 
stea111er~ trading nt the (_Efferent ports, \Vhich 
were described in tlw Navigation Act. 

The Hos. A. RUTLEDGE said he did not 
like tn seun1 pertinaciou~, bnt, apnrt from the 
leader of the Opp<mition, there were several 
n1ernbers abRent \\' ho took great interest in the 
question of machinery, and who would have 
remained if they ha<.! thought that item would 
have been reached. The Colonial Treasurer had 
bad every assistance from the Opposition in his 
tariff proposals, and they bar! all to-morrow to 
finish. If that night were the last night he would 
be Cjuite prermrecl to stay there until 12 o'clock, 
lmt as they had ftnother night, he hoped the 
Treaeurer would consent to adjourn. 

The COLO;\;IAL TRJ~ASUHJ<;It said the 
hon. me m her was pet} in,;· the leader of the 
Opposition a very poor compliment if he assumed 
that that gentleman would wish the business of 
the Committee to be stopped simply because he 
could not find it convenient to be present. 
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The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: There arc other 
members also. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER "aid those 
other members ought to be present.. There were 
exceptional reasons why they should work harder 
that week, as they were, to a certain extent 
pledged to finish the tariff to-morrow. ' 

Mr .. SMYTH said it was all very well for the 
Co!omal Treasurer to say they were pledgee! to 
fimsh the debitte to-morrow, but the next item 
might take a d>ty or two. \Vhen the hon. 
ntmnber for Barcoo \Vas :o;itting on the other Hide 
of the Committee they had to listen to him stone
":alling for a whole night, and ~hey would ]Jrofit by 
h1s example. He was determmed that the nmtter 
should not be rushed through to please anybody, 
and he would sit up night after niuht until he 
ained his end, so the Colonial Tr~ltsm·er need 

not expect to finish to-morrow. 

Mr. MURPHY said he could assure the hon. 
member that the bon. member for Barcoo was 
quite as fit as ever to sit up night ttfter night, 
and he was satisfied he would bttve as good a 
cause then as he ever had had. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE said they had had 
a V8l;T good understanding up to the precent; 
but rf the hon. Treasurer wished to puBh the 
discussion upon the question to a division, then 
that good feeling would be greatly disturbed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURl:Rsaidhe could 
assure the hon. member that he was quite wrong. 
As he (the Colonial Treasurer) had intimated 
last night, he knew there were some recalcitrant 
members on either side of the Committee who 
would not acquiesce in the arrangement that 
they should finish to-morrow. They seemed to 
have aroused the ire of the hon. member for 
Gympie ; but that hon. member had made 
exactly the same speech to him yesterday that 
he had just delivered, and he said it in the 
presence of several other hon. members also. 
Knowing that some hon. members were m·e
pared to stonewall the subject of maclrinery,"the 
sooner that stonewalling was finished the better. 

Mr. DR.A.KE said he thought the Opposition 
had convinced the hon. gentleman at the head 
of the Government that they were as anxious as 
the Government were to get through the tariff, and 
he also thought that they would adhere to the 
compact to get through the business to-morrow 
night. If there was a chance of a long de hate 
to-morrow they would be better employed at 
prF!lent in getting some rest. The Colonial 
Treasurer ought to be satisfied with the progress 
that had been made. 

The COLOXIAL TREASUitER said he 
liked to hear the hon. mem!Jer pleading for 
rest. Ministers had to attend to their depart
ments all dny, and then sit and listen.

1
to long 

debates at night. He did not see why, Jecause 
the hon. rnem!Jer wi:;hed to sneak away from 
work, he should ask the Government to do so as 
well. They were determined to go on with the 
work. 

Mr. PHILP said he had no intention of stone
walling, but he would be glad to have one or 
two hours' debate upon machinery, and it was 
too late to start at once. He was quite prepared 
to conclude the debate to-morrow night. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said they 
had heard a speech from the hon. member for 
Enoggera asking them to go peacefully away to 
their beds, and they had heard a speech from the 
hon. member for 'Townsville asl(ing that they 
should have the matter discussed, but not then; 
and they httd heard a speech from the hon. 
rnember for Gyn1pie, who cried "war, war!" and 
said he would keev them all there, and if nobody 
else would stonewall, he would. The remarks 

made by that hon. member could bear no 
other construction. Th6y fonnd that the 
leader of the Opposition was absent, and 
he had made a distinct promise that the 
debate,. so far as he could influence it, should 
finish to-morrow night. Hon. members said that 
that promise would be canied out ; but the 
speech of the hon. member for Gympie did 
not tend at all in that direction, so that 
it would be as well if they went on with 
tho matter at once. The reniarks which were 
to be nude bv the hon. member for Townsville 
were, no d01{bt, very well digested, had been 
well thought over, and, no doubt, would be well 
delivered, and, no doubt, also, when delivered 
would be well reported. He had eYery reason to 
believe that that hon. member was the champion 
of those w hn were opposed to the tax, and that 
his speech would be tn ken in that light. It 
might as well be delivered at once, and there 
was no reason why a decision should not be arrived 
at at once, at any rate, no sufficient reawn for 
not doing so had been advanced by any bon. 
member who had as yet addressed the Com
mittee. 

1\Ir. GROOM said he could assure the Colonial 
Treasurer that there had been no understanding 
come to on the Oppo,ition side to stonewalL 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Nobody 
said so. I said the hon. member for Gym pie. 

l\Ir. GROOM said the Colonial Secretary 
seemed to imply that from wb":t had fallen 
from the hon. member for Gympre there was 
some sort of understttnding on the Opposition 
side to obstruct. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY: Certainly 
not. 

l\lr. GROOM said he was glad to hear the hon 
member say so, because there had been no under
standing of the kind. The understanding was 
to have everything settled in accordance with 
the promise made by the leader of the Opposition, 
and he was snre that hon. gentleman would 
not leave the House to-morrow night until that 
was carried out. He had already stated that the 
hon. gentlen1an went a\vay that evening under 
the impression that they would not get beyond 
the item '~sewing 1nachines," and other l!lernhers 
had gone away under the same belief. He could 
assure the Colonial Trensnrer there was no under
standing, implied or otherwise, on the Opposi
tion side, to obstruct, but they were determined 
to assist the hem. gentleman to get through with 
the tariff by to-morrow night. 

Mr. SMYTH said he did not like to be abused, 
and he lmcllHlt used the word "I" when speak
ing. He did not think himself such an 
i1nportant personage a,s to take upon hin1Hclf 
the respnn,·ibility attributed to him by the 
Colonial Secretary. He did not think they 
hitd sufi:icient information about the machinery 
tax before them. He was not in the habit 
of coming to the House with a cut-and-dried 
speech, as the Colonial Secretary seemed to think, 
He had to get up and say what he had to say 
anyhow as he thought it. The Colonial Trea
surer said the pamgraph a]Jplied to machinery 
and Loiler:3 in vesseb trading in certain ports ; 
but what was the meaning of a "port"? Did 
the port of Townsville, for instance, include all 
within the breakwater? Then there were the 
Gulf ports, where some small vessels went out to 
meet steamers in the bay, and some went out 
side the heads altogether to meet sailing vessels 
and tow them in. There might not be much 
discussion on that item, bnt on the next item 
there would be a great deal of discussion. The 
item before them, he understood, applied to 
machinery upon vessels plying within ports, and 
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not to all machinery. For fear there should be 
any misunderstanding, he would like the Chair
man to say to what the question referred. 

The CHAIRMAN : The question is, that the 
paragraph commencing with the word machinery 
should stand part of the tariff. 

Mr. HUNTER said that what they wanted to 
know was whether mining machinery came umler 
the paragraph before the Committee. 

Mr. Si\1YTH said he would like the Chairman 
to say whether the question before the C0rrnnittee 
included mining machinery. 

The COLONIAL TEEASURER said the 
question before the Committee dealt with ma
chinery and boilers being fixed on board and 
used in propelling any vessels in Queensbnd, 
such vessel being used for trading within the 
limits of any port in the colony ; it did not 
include Ininjng machinery. 

Mr. REJ~S R. JOKES said he did not like the 
item, as he could not approve of the limits 
of some of the ports as defined in the Govern
ment Gccztlte. For instance, the port of Rock
hampton was defined as between Cape Keppel 
and Cape Manifold, a distance of ninety miles; and 
it included the whole of the Fitzrov River and 
its tributaries up to the town of Rockhampton. 
There \vere smne very large vessels engaged in 
trading between the town of Rockhampton and 
the bay, and he did not think the machinery and 
boilers of those vessels should be taxed. He 
suggested that it would be better for the Colonial 
Treasurer to fix the limit. There was an industry 
on the Fitzroy Hiver for preserving and re
frigerating meat, which, if carried on, would 
be of great benefit indeed to the whole of the 
Central district, and especially to the pastoral 
occupants of that district. According to infor
mation supplied to him, those engaged in the 
industry were irnporting a stea1ner containing a 
large engine and refrigerating machinery, and 
would, if possible, secure two river bulks simi
larly fitted there to take the meat from the 
works down to Keppel Bay. All those things 
would come under the item proposed by the 
Premier, and it was a very large item to consider 
in connection with the establishment of a new 
mdustry. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
all machinery of that kind was exempt by the 
clause which he had fjuoted before. As to the 
hon. member's remarks about the limits of the 
port extending over ninety miles, and that big 
vessels traded there, he could only tell him that, 
if the Government were in a position to do it, 
they would tax the machinery and boilers of all 
ves,els engaged in the Queenslanrl trade. He 
had to draw the line somewhere, and he found 
he ha<l to draw it at small steamers trading 
within the limits of the ports. All those vessels 
were made in Sydney and sent up here, and 
the makers of similar vessels in Brisbane and 
other ports of the colony were kept idle in 
consequence. 

Mr. PHILP said he was not going to dispute 
that point as the item was a small one, but he 
might say that if the Colonial Treasurer carried 
out the principle he had stated r;o steamer would 
come here at all. 'l'hey had tried that in 
America, and the result was that all the large 
ocean-going steamers trading with America were 
British steamers. They found the same thing 
in Victoria and New South \V ales, and there was 
hardly a sea-going steamer made in the colonies. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL TRJ~ASURER movod
rrhat there be raised, levied, collccletl, and paid npon
All goods imported into the colony not herein before 

enumeratecl or hereinafter exempted from duty-for 
every £100 of the value thereof, £15. 

Mr. 82\fYTH said they had done about a fair 
thing. If the Colonial Treasurer-

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that if 
the hon. member would allow him he would 
make a proposition, which he thought would 
satisfy the Committee. That was a big question, 
and he did not propose to go on with it that 
evening. There wer"e, however, son1e [l.tlnendrnents 
suggested by the hon. member for Toowong 
which he had examined and considered improve
ments. Those might very well he disposed of. 
'Jhe hon. member suggested that the duty on 
certain articles should be fixer!, instead of ad 
valorem. The amendments had been circulated 
among hon. members, and he would therefore 
now n1ov£' :~ 

r:l'hat there be raised, levied, collected, and paid on
Condensed milk, per lb., 2d. 
Chicory, root kiln dried, per lb., 3d. 
Bicarbonate of soda, ver cwt., ls. 
Pa• {ll' bags, not printed, l_)Cr cwt., 5s. 
Paper bags, printed, per mvt., 7s. 6d. 
Caustic soda, per m'i't., ls. 6d. 
Lead, pig, per cwt., 2s. 
Lead, piping, per cwt., 2s. 
Lead, sheet, per cwt., 2s. 
Resin, per C\Vt., ls. 
Whiting, per ton, 7s. 6d. 
Mr. HAMILTON said he thought the duties 

on cau.stic soda and bicarbonate of soda were tno 
high. Bicarbonate of soda was largely used in 
making aerated waters. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That is 
just what I want. I wttnt to get at the teeto
tallers. 

Mr. HAMILTON said they were increasing 
the duty on that article by 25 per cent. Caustic 
soda was used in the manufacture of soap, and 
he also considered the duty on that to•) high. 

Mr. GROOM said that if the object of impo•
ing 11 duty on printed paper bags was to give the 
work to the tradesmen of the colony. 7s. 6d. per 
cwt. was not sufficient, as that was not the price 
of printing the bags. The duty should be at 
least 10s. per cwt. 

The COLONIAL 'l'REASURERsaid the hon. 
member would find that the wh•)le of the bags 
viould be printed in the colony after the duty of 
7s. 6d. per cwt. was imposed. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said he would like to add 
silicate of soda to that list, and make the duty 
on it 10s. per cwt. It was chiefly used for 
making cheap soaps, which he thought should 
be excluded from the market in favour of the 
more genuine soaps. 

l\Ir. G LASSEY said he would propose a 
reduction in the duty on condenoed milk. He 
knew of no article outside tbe actual neceso;aries 
of life on which a duty would affect the working 
people more than a duty on condensed .mrlk. 
Hon. members could sneer and Jeer, but rt was 
a fact. There were parts of the country where 
people could not get fresh milk, and he thought 
1d. per lb. was quite sufficient duty. He there
fore moved tbat the word " 2d." be omitted 
with the view of inserting "1cl." 

Question-That the word proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the paragraph-put and 
passed. 

Mr. ISAMBERT proposed that there be 
added to the list the words " silicate of soda
per cwt., 10s." 

The COLONIAL TRgASURER said he 
hoped the hon. member would no~ press his 
amendment, as he really had not the mformatwn 
to contest tbe matter at present, aud the duty on 
silicate of soda would be doubled by the tariff, 
as it would be raised to 15 per cent. 
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Mr. ISAMBERT : The duty I propose is 
fully 100 per cent. 

1\Ir. UN::VIACK "aid he did not think the hon. 
member need press his amendment, as silicate of 
soda \Vas msed in rnanufncturing a ~Second-class 
smcp, which was really almost out of the market. 
He would, however, suggest the addition of two 
or three other articles to the list, but was quite 
willing to leave the fixing of the duty on them to 
the Treasurer. One of those articles wtts "pre
served vutatm-'s" and the oth,-r '"'compressed vege
tnbles," and both were used almost exclusively 
in the intE'rior. Con1pre~ -;ed vegetables, accord~ 
ing to the present briff, would pay an ad mJorun 
duty of 15 per cent., which would mean £19 10s. 
per ton. He thought those V8getables were a 
necessity, and they were only used in districts 
were fresh vegetables could not be obtained. 
He therefore suggested the propriety of putting 
a modemte fixed duty on those articles, but 
would leave the amount to the Treasurer. 

The COLONIAL TRl~ASUllEJl said he did 
not think thcJSe article, should be placed on the 
fixed duty list. In too nmny instances the use 
of con1pre..,sed vegetables wa:-; pure extravagance. 
He did not know any place in the interior of the 
country where they could not grow their own 
ve:;etable<. He htcd had to complain very much 
of extrav:cgance in th~et direction, and had felt it 
very much in his pocket. It was pnrely want of 
proper n1anagernent on the part of nmnagers of 
stations in outside districts that they did not 
grow their own vegetables. 

:Mr. UNI\:IACK said he was not going to prc·'s 
the rnatter, but, at the I:H:"I!Hle tilne, it seetned a 
very great hardship tlmt such heavy duties should 
be imposed be('ause certain station rnanagers 
were bad managers. He did not care so much 
about the duty on preserved potatoes, but £19 
10s. on compressed vegetables was very heavy. 

Mr. HAMILTON said in the far North 
compressed vegetables and condensed milk were 
most necess,u'y articles of consumption. JVIilk 
especially was most difficult to obtain on new 
diggings, and he recollected ono field where 
several thousand men were congregated, and one 
g·cmt supplied the milk to the whole 11lace. As to 
vegetrtbles, the only persons who grew them on 
the fields were Chinese, and, speaking for him
self, he did not care to eat Chinese-grown Yege
tables, knowing as he did the way in which they 
were grown. 

:Mr. PHILP said in the North when diggers 
went prospecting they invariably took conuensed 
milk, and the proposed duty woulrl fall very 
hen vily n pon them. · 

The COLONL\L SECRETARY said he had 
never heartl of a pror-:;pecti11g digger going a,bout 
with preserved tnilk in hi~ HWT1 .. g. ..AH a rule, he 
ditl not carry anything but flour, sugar, tmc, and 
salt beef. 

Mr. HAMILTON saiJ he had known many 
diggers suffer scurvy through the want of milk. 

Mr. HODGKIKSON said the only miners 
that he knew of who carried condensed milk and 
vegetables were tho:;e who were supplied at the 
expense of the Governn1ent. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIR1IAN reported 

prugre::;f!, and obtained leayc to sit again to
n1orruw. 

AD,TOURNJ\IBNT. 
The l'REJ'.liER said: J\Tr. Spealu·r,-I move 

that thio House do now adjourn. 
Question put and passed. 
'The House adjourned at twenty-three minutes 

past 11 o'clock. 

Ways and ~Means. 




