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Warwich:to Tkane's Olc. Railway. [3 NovEMBER.] Question. 1391 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thtt?·sdc(y, 3 Novembe1·, 1887. 

Question.- Return.- ~1otion for Adjournment- Tele
graph Stations on the Border-Roads in the Cook 
District-Russcll River Gold Field.-Formal ~l\fotion. 
-Petition.- Acting Chairman of Committees.
Maryborough and Urangan Railwa:v Act A1nendment 
Bill-second reading.-l\1otion for Adjournment
l\iining Industry -South Brisbane Railway Con
tractor.- Wm·wick to Thane's Creek Railway.
Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock p.m. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. P ALMER asked the Chief Secretary
·when do the Government intend to call for tenders 

for a weekly service by stenmer from Brisbane to X or
man ton and Burketown? 

The CHIEF SJWRETARY (Hon. SirS. W. 
Griffith) replied-

The whole matter of the Northern mails is now under 
the consideration of the Government, and they hOIJC 
to be able to make very materially improved arrange
ments. I am not prepared to give a categorical answer 
to the hon. member's question. 
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RETURN. 
The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H. 

Jordan) laid on the table of the House a return 
called for by the hon. member for \Vide Bay, 
M;. Bailey, with reference to timber-getters' 
grrevances. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Has the hon. gentleman 
moved that the papers be printed? 

The PREMIER: No. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : I beg to move that the 
papers be printed. 

The PREMIER: The motion cannot be made 
except by the Minister who lays the papers on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will have 
to give notice of motion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I will give notice of 
motion, then, for to-morrow. 

MOTION FOR ADJOUR~l\'IENT. 
TELEGRAPH STATIOXS ON THE BoRDER.-ROADS 

IN THE 'COOK DIS1'RICT.-RUSSELL RIVER 
GOLD FIELD. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
intend to bring before the House what I consider 
a grievance that my constituents are suffer
ing under from the gross neglect of the 
Telegraph Department, and I think my state
ments will be borne out by the junior 
member for Darling Downs, who has greater 
local know ledge than I have with regard to this 
particular grievance. Some little time ago the 
Government, or the Postmaster-General, in his 
wisdom, closed the telegraph office at Dirram
bandi, on the ground that the rbceipts from that 
office were not sufficient to warrant its continu
ance. Since then the Queensland Government 
have also closed the telegraph office at M un
gindi, a township with a considerable amount of 
business on the border, the reason given by the 
department being that the receipts were not 
sufficient; bnt I argue, having been Postmaster
General of the colony at one time myself, that it 
is not indispensable that a telegraph 'office should 
be directly a money-returning establishment. 
That is to say, that there are mauy places 
where telegraph offices may exist, and do exist, 
where the mere monetary return is not equiva
lent to the money spent upon them in one 
sense. Now, with regard to the former case, 
I may point out that there are many settlers on 
the Bulloo River with wives and chil<lren and 
houses to look after, and that the station at 
Dirrambandi was the only means they had of 
knowing when a flood was coming down. That the 
river does not come down quite as fast as the 
telegraphic despatch, even the Premier will 
admit ; but I would point out that the station was 
established in the first instance, and a,fterwards 
abandoned for the economical reasons I have 
given, and it is for the reason I have given that 
the station should be restored. I had every 
reason to suppose, from the Under Secretary 
for the Post Office, that that station would be 
restored, but I have received a letter within the 
last few days stating that the Government have 
decided not to restore it. Now, with regard to 
Muugindi station, the position is very much 
worse. Not so long ago the Government of 
Queensland laid out a township there, erected 
a telegraph office, post office, police court, and 
Custom-house, and allotments were sold to people 
who thought that the township was likely to be 
of a fairly permanent character. A great deal 
of business has been done there, and I am 
informed, on authority I cannot doubt, that 
one storekeeper last year paid in duty alone 
£700. But the Government, finding that the 
revenue from the telegraph office was not sufficient 

to pay expenses, closed the office, and transferred 
the whole business to the Government of New 
South Wales, who have not townships on the 
other side of the river; but there is a small 
private dwelling that is used as a telegraph 
station. So here is the anomaly, that if a resi
dent of the township wishes to send a telegram 
in his own colony he has to cross the river, 
and send a telegram through the New South 
\Vales office at a cost of 2s. for the privilege of 
doing so. Now, that is the way in which the Tele
graph Department appAars to be run at the present 
time. A rag-e for economy seems suddenly to have 
seized the Government. I have given the facts. 
ACustom-honse officer is established in this place; 
a considerable amount of business is done there ; 
a hrge number of stock pass through ; and yet, 
beC'l,use the telegraph office shows an admitted 
deficit, it is closed, and the department hands 
the business over to New South Wales. Now, I 
do not know, but I think I have heard or read, 
that the relations between Queensland and New 
South Wales are not of a highly friendly 
nature. I have thought, from what I have 
read and heard, that the relationship between 
these two knights is somewhat strained. \Ve 
have been told and have read that the Pre
mier of New South Wales considered it quite 
sufficient to tell the Premier of Queensland, "Oh, 
it is all right." I admit at once that I do not 
share the opinion of the Premier of New South 
vVales, who was at the time in what to an ordi
nary individual would be a very tight place. 
That gentleman is so used to it, however, that he 
probably treated it as a sort of by -the-way business, 
which need not interfere with his going on with 
the ordinary business of the State. Nevertheless 
nothing can excuse his want of courtesy to the 
Government of this colony, no matter who they 
may be. I hope the Premier will look into this 
matter of the closing of the station at Dirram
bandi. I admit it is not a station where the 
revenue may be expected directly to defray the 
cost of keeping it open, but it is of great impor
tance to the stockowners and the residents on the 
banks of the Bulloo River, because through it they 
were enabled to leave when the river was coming 
down in flood, and thus had an opportunity of 
removing their flocks and herds from danger. I 
pointed out the position of affairs connected with 
the closing of the office at Mungindi fully and 
fairly, and I say it is not right after the town
ship was formed and the lots sold, and the 
residents led to believethatitwould be permanent, 
and receive the ordin:.ry support which such town
ships receive from the State-it is not right after 
that has been done to close the office and compel 
Queenslanders who may require to use the 
telegraph to cross the river and send their tele
grams through New South Wales. 

The PREMIER: When did that occur? 
Mr. MOREHEAD : A short time ago. I 

cannot say exactly when, but I know that office 
is closed, and I have had a reply from the 
Postmaster-General to the effect that he does 
not see his way to re-open it. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
not able to give any detailed answer to the hon. 
gentleman, because I have not heard of these 
matters before. I know that the present Post
master-General and his predecessor were engaged 
for some time in endeavouring to effect all proper 
economy in the department. Of course, every 
place where the economy is practised objects 
and thinks it should be practised somewhere else. 
It appears to me at present that the hon. mem
ber has made out a good case for the reopening 
of the office at Mungindi; but as to the case of 
Dirrambandi I do not think his reasons with 
respect to that are so good. I will take the 
earliest opportunity of consulting the Postmaster-
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General on the subject. As to making the tele
graph offices pay, unfortunately we know that 
the department does not pay. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD: They may pay indi
rectly. 

The PREMIER: Yes; I admit that it cannot 
be accepted as a rule that they must pay to be 
kept open. I do not know how the hon. gen
tleman connects this matter with consultations 
with the Government of another colony. The hon. 
member has referred tow hat he calls the "strained 
relations" between Sir Henry Parkes and myself. 
So far it appears there are no relations at all exist
ing between us. Ihavecommunicated with him and 
have usually had no reply to my communications. 
I will take the opportunity, now tlmt the hon. 
gentleman has referred to this matter, to speak 
of what has been stated in the Press as to the 
'tnswer Sir Henry Parkes is said to have given me 
in reference to New Guinea. The statement 
reported to have been made hy him to a reporter 
of the Press, I think, is that he told me it would 
be all right, when I wanted to know what he pro
posed to do. That answer, even supposing 
that he gave it to me-and I do not recollect his 
having done so-would be unsati.sfactory, because 
what would be "all right" would depend upon 
what he considered "all right." The answer he 
is reported to have made in Parliament is, 
that whatever New Sonth \Vales was bound to 
do she would do. I do not remember his 
saying that either, bnt even if he did say 
it, it amounts to absolutely nothing. The 
point is that New South \Vales was no longer 
bound to do anything in consequence of the 
change made in the arrangements. The pro
posals agreed to by New South \Vale;; had been 
altered, and New South \V ales was, therefore, 
perfectly free, and I wanted to know what 
action New South \Yales would take with 
respect to the altered proposals. To say under 
the circumstances that "New South" \V ales 
would do what she was bound to do," when she 
was not bound to do anything, was certainly no 
answer upon which this Government could act. 
I am not prepared to say he did not make nee of 
such expressions, bnt if he did, it is clear I could 
have considered them no answer at all, and 
probably forgot them. 

Mr. ALLAN said: Mr. Speaker,-The leader 
of the Opposition has referred to me as having 
some knowledge of the district in which these 
offices were situated. I may say I have my;;el£ 
receiveci some complaints that two telE\;raph 
offices had been closed in that one district. The 
Premier said the leader of the Opposition 
had made out a very good case for reopening the 
office at Mungindi. An equally good case could 
be made out for the reopening of the office at 
Currawildi, or Dirrambandi as it is now ~alled. 
I have lived in that part of the conntry for 
some years and speak with a knowledge of the 
place. The principal reason for keeping those 
offices open was that the whole of that country 
from St. George down to the border was liable 
to heavy floods, and unless people got rapid in
formation that a flood was coming down they were 
in danger of losing almost the whole of their stock. 
In some parts of the country they have bridges 
at different places across to Culgoa, and when 
they get telegrams that floods are coming they 
rnsh the stook across those bridges and get them 
on some high ridges on the we, tern side of the 
Cnlgoa. The distance between St. George and 
the next telegraph office, which is in New South 
Wales, is 130 odd miles, and the di"tance 
between St. George and the border is 120 odd 
miles. It would pay this colony, therefore, to 
keep Dirrambandi, if only as a line repairer's 
station, for if the line got down in flood-time 
it would take a man a week to ride down 
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and back a distance of 260 miles to find 
where the accident had happened. I am 
sure that the owners of the stations in the 
district-Boombah, Gulnarbar, Doondi, Curra· 
wilcli, Noondoo, Cowildi, Currawillinghi, .Mia
moningindi, \Vhenbah, \Voolerina, Brenda, 
and many others -would join to guarantee 
the expense to the Telegraph Department. 
It is very poor policy to shut up an impor
tant office like that. It has been very 
useful in the past in saving stock, and I am sure 
that if the office is shut up one of those floods 
will cost more than keeping the office open for 
twenty years. I trust that when the Premier is 
loc>ldng into the case of :Yiungindi he will also 
look into t!Mt of Dirrambandi. 

Mr. HA:YriLTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
'hall take advantage of the motion for adjourn
ment to say a few words on the same subject. 
iYiy district is suffering from similar di~abilities. 
Representations were made rec,,ntly to the Post 
Office Department by the secretaries of the 
progress associations at Herberton and Mount 
Albion, calling attention to the neces,;ity for 
extending the telegraph line from \Vatsonville 
to Irvinebank and Mount Albion. The answer 
given by the department was that they were 
not certain the extension would pay, and 
they required guarantees before they would 
grant what was asked. For the extension from 
Watsonville to Irvinebank, a distance of ten 
miles, they want a cash guarantee of £500 for 
three yea.rs and an office suitable for the operator 
free of all expense for two years ; while, if it is 
edended an additional five miles to Mount 
Albion, it would be on similar terms, the amount 
to be guaranteed being £4'75. The total amount 
to be guaranteed for an extension of fifteen miles 
i' £975, with free buildings for a couple of years 
for the telegraph operators. I think that is Yery 
unfair, considering the treatment that is received 
by other places that are not subject to the same 
want of communication as this portion of the 
colony. I notice in looking over the report 
of the Postal Department that there are many 
places in the colony where the cost of conducting 
the telegraphic operations is greater than the 
returns. At Aramac, for instance, the total 
expenditure is £378 17s. 2d., and the total cost 
£439 12s. lld., leaving a loss 0f £6515s. 9d. per 
year. Then at Beeuleigh the total income is £162 
7s. ld. and the total expenditure £275 17s. lld., 
leaving a lo5s of £113 lOs. lOcl. At Caloundra the 
total income is £40 10s. Gd., and the total expen
diture £224 ls. 2d., leaving a lnss of £183 10s. 6d. 
I suppose the Calonndra individuals have to 
thank the hon. member for Enoggera, Mr. 
Bnlcook, for that. Then again, we have Cleve
land, another favoured constituency, where the 
tot,.] income is £4619s. Se!., and the total expendi
tnre£175, leavinga]o,sc>f£128. AtDrayton, again, 
the income is £20 10s. 3d., and the expenditure 
£135 Bs. Se!., leaving a loss of £114 18s. 5d. 
At Eulo the income is £223 ls. 5d., and the 
expenditure £4()5 7s., leaving a lo,,s of 
£242 5s. 7d. At Hewittville the income is 
£74 ls. lOci., and the expenditure £233 Ss. 3d., 
leaving a loss of £lii7 Gs. 5d. Now, those places 
are much more favoured than Herberton and 
that district, both in the way of postal communi
cation and in every other way. The receipts 
from the telegraph office at Herberton are £982 
4s. 9d., and the total expenditure £620 4s. Sd., 
leaving a clear !Jrofit of £362 Os. ld. The tele
graph line is extended seven or eight miles past 
Herberton, to \Vatsonville, and that extension 
is run at a slighb loss of £10 or £12. Taking 
Herberton and \V atsonville together, the total 
income is £1,213 ls. 7d., and the total expenditure 
£860 lGs. 7d., leaving a clear profit of £352 i5s. per 
annum. Taking that into consideration, and the 
fact that the increased fifteen miles of line would 
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only cost at the highest rate £50 a mile, I cer
tainly think that some attention should be paid 
to their prayer. While I am on my feet I will 
take advantage of the motion to refer to another 
matter. Last night was spent on the discussion 
of a ron.d or railway from vVarwick to St. George. 
I am now going to spend a few minutes on the 
discussion of certain roads in my district, for 
which very small assistance is required. In 
1~83-4 a sum of £10,000 was voted for excepted 
ro:1ds under the Divisional Boards Act Amend
ment Act. Of that sum £800 was granted to 
the Daintree Divisional Board, £1,000 to the 
Hann Divisional Board, £750 to the Douglas 
Divisional Board, £750 to the Tinaroo Divisional 
Board, £500 to the \Voothakata Divisional Board, 
and £52i\ to the J ohnstone Divisional Board, 
m>.tking a total of £4,325. The surplus of £5,67!\ 
was allowed to lapse. The following year-in 
1884-5-the sum of £10,000 was again voted for 
the same purpose. The Tin~troo Division>tl 
Bcmrd received £1,500, and the Hann Divisional 
Bo>trd £500; an amount of £497 4s. 10d. was 
granted for Irvinebank and Emu Creek, opening 
a road for Messrs. Young, ::YicCulloch, Sten
house, and ~Mineral Lands Commissioner Mow
bray; and £346 2s. 1d. for the road from Talle
budgera to the border ; the total amount being 
£2,843 Gs. lld., so that of the £10,000 voted th>tt 
year the sum of £7,156 13s. 1d. lapsed. In 1883-G 
only £6,000 was voted for excepted roads. Of 
this sum the Tinaroo Divisional Board spent 
£1,300; the vVoothakata Divisional Board, 
£500; the Daintree Divisional Board, £1,000; 
the Cairns Divisional Board, £500; the Hmm 
Divisional Board, £500; the Douglas Divisional 
Board, £500; the Einasleigh Divisional Board, 
£500; the ,Johnstone Divisional Board, £ii00; 
and the sum of £692 12s. 8d. was granted for the 
road from Tallebudgera to the border; total, 
£5,992 12s. Sd. The balance which lapsed from 
that vote was £7 7s. 4d. For 1886-7 the same 
reduced amount of £fi,OOO was voted, and it was 
expended in the following mann,;r :-Einasleigh 
Divisional Board, £500; vVoothakata Divisional 
Board, £665; Tinaroo Divisional Board, £1,000; 
Cairns Divisional Board, £1,000; Daintree Divi
sional Board, £500; Douglas Divisional Board, 
£800; Nerang Divisi•mal Board, £500; Hann 
Divisional Board, £500; and Port Douglas Divi
sional Board, £500, The balance remaining from 
that vote was £35. Those sums have never been 
sufficient. Before half the year has ehpsed the 
whole of this amount has been expended. The 
roads are in a disgraceful state, and communica
tion is consequently very seriously interrupted, 
and when applications are made to the Minister 
for further grants the in variable reply is, "You 
must wait until the next sum is voted, as we 
have expended the whole of the amount placed on 
the Estimates." I think, then, that with the 
experience of previous years to guide us, it is 
desirable that a larger sum should be placed 
on the Estimates. But what do we find 
this year? The amount is reduced from 
£6,000 to £2,000. Although the number of 
excepted roads is larger and increased expendi
ture is required to keep them in order on 
account of the increased traffic, the vote is 
reduced to £2,000. I consider that very false 
economy, and that instead of reducing the vote, 
and in consequence retarding the development 
of those districts in which the roads are situated, 
the amount should have been increased by the 
Government. Two or three clays ago I received 
a petition from certain miners on the Russell 
River, but as it is not in order I could not present 
it to the House. As it refers to a very important 
matter, I will briefly indicate what the peti
tioners desire in order that the matter may be 
brought under the notice of the Minister for 
Mines. Hon, members will no doubt recollect 

that some vears ago a road was discovered to 
the Rusself River. But a new discovery was 
made some time ago by Mr. Christie Palmerston, 
and large numbers of miners are now working on 
the field and obtaining payable gold. There are 
some Chiuese who claim to be entitled to work 
on that field on the ground that they discovered 
it but that claim is disputed by white men, who 
;;;y that there are records in the Mines Office to 
show that they reported the discovery first. The 
warden of the field was instructed to report on 
the matter and he has recommended that the 
Chinamen should have a certain area of 
ground allotted to them, but the miners object 
to that area as being too large, and as 
interfering with their interests. They are 
dissatisfied with the line drawn by vV arden 
lYiowbray, as it surrenders a large area of auri
ferous country unprospected on which gold can be 
got, but owing to there being no mode of transit 
there is a great difficulty in prospecting it. They 
would like the Chinese restricted in the way 
indicated on a map which has been sent to the 
Department of JY1ines. I hope the Governme'!t 
will take notice of this ma.tter, and that therr 
action will be very different from the action of 
the last Liberal Government with respect to 
Chinese on the Palmer. In consequence of 
their action there are a number of gullies lying 
desohtte on that field at the present moment 
which would be worked by white men had they 
not been prevented in the first instance by the 
invasion of myriads of Chinese. If it is proved 
that the Chinese have made a discovery on the 
Russell River, the Government can easily com
ply with the Act, yet prevent the Chinese inter
fering with the whites, by limiting the area of the 
goldfield discovered by the Chinese to, say, 100 
yards square. 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I would 
like to take advantage of this motion to draw the 
attention of the Government to the very little 
use we get from the telegraph stations compared 
with what we might receive, in respect of floods, 
a subject which was referred to by the leader of 
the Opposition and also by the hon. member 
for Darling Downs, lYir. Allan. Of course, if 
we support a telegraph office it is a public 
institution, and we naturally expect that 
the operators, even if they do not receive 
instructions from the head of the department, 
should in cases of danger to life and valuable 
property by flood send notice to the stations 
lower down the river when a flood has occurred 
in the higher· part. But my experience has been 
that they invariably fail to do that. I have 
had occasion, living near Dalby a considerable 
distance down the Condamine, to watch the 
state of the river at vVarwick. The communica.
tion from \V arwick to Dalby is very easy, but on 
no occasion yet have I ever found that the operator 
at vV arwick has sent notice to the office at Dalby 
when a flood has happened at Warwick. Many 
times I have gone to the operator at Dalby and 
asked him whether there was any probabiilty of 
a flood in the Condamine, and he has always told 
me that he had not received any notice about it, 
but he would find out for me if such was the 
case. On several occasions it has happened that 
there has been no intimation given at Dalby 
that there was a flood at \Yarwick, I will give an 
illustration. Hon. members will recollect that 
last January there was a heavy flood in Brisbane 
and at Warwick. On that occasion there was 
next to no rain in the Dalby district-pro
bably not more than an inch. I happened 
to be in Brisbane at the time, and when I 
heard of the flood I sent a special telegram to 
Dalby with instructions to engage messengers 
to convey the news to stations likely to be 
affected by the flood. Had I not done that it is 
probable that the first intimation of the flood 
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received at Dalby would be the account in the 
CoU1·ie1·, which arrived there at 2 o'clock on the 
Monday. It seems to me a very simple thing 
that operators should get positive instructions 
that whenever a case of that sort occurred they 
should at once send word to the stations further 
down the river, warning them of the danger, so 
that people might take the necessary steps to 
protect their lives and property. 

Mr. JESSOP said: Mr. Speaker,-I can bear 
out all that has been said by the hon. member 
for Northern Downs. In the flood of 1873, when 
there were several feet of water on Rosalie 
Plains, extending over forty or fifty miles, a 
great amount of stock might have been saved if 
timely information had been given, as might 
easily have been done, of the rise of the flood. 
The same thing, as the hon. member had pointed 
out, occurred during the flood of January last. 
It freCJ.uently rains heavily at \Yarwick, and we 
get our floods at Dalby from there. The same 
thing happens at many places throughout the 
colony, and the rise of a flood is known near the 
heads of creeks and rivers long before the flood 
reaches the plains. If the Government were to 
give instructions to both the Telegraph Depart
ment and the Police Department to send m~ssen
gers ahead to give information as to the approach 
of floods it would often effect a great saving in 
stock, and, perhaps, in loss of life. I trust the 
Government will take this suggestion into their 
consideration, and issue instructions of the kind 
I mention. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I wish to say something in relation to 
one of the matters bwup;ht forw,1rd by the hon. 
member for Cook, Mr. Hamilton. I refer to the 
Chinese on the Rnssell River. I think that if 
that petition, although informal, had been sent 
to the Minister for \V arks instead of to the 
House, it would have met with a good de11l of 
consideration, for I feel quite certain that that 
hon. gentleman is in no way inclined to favour 
Chinese at the expense of his own countrymen. 
Here is a petition signed by over sixty European 
miners. I presume the signatures are bonrt 
fide; they have the appearance of it, anyhow. I 
should like to hear from the lVIinister for \Vorks, 
after I sit down, what. action he is likely to take 
in this matter. There has been a good deal 
of confusion, as hon. members are aware, on 
the Clermont Gold Field, between European 
miners and Chinese miners, the latter claim
ing to have a right to mine on that field 
owing to some mistake having been made in 
the !Jroclamation of the extemion of the field; 
which proclamation, I believe, has been taken 
to mean, not the proclamation of a new field, or 
extension, but as applying to an old field, and 
giving the Chinese miners a right to mine upon 
it. Hon. members are aware that we have a law 
which prevents Chinese from mining upon any 
field until three years after it has been pro
claimed. In this particular case it seems they 
have claimed the right to mine on an old goldfield. 
A oimilar question, it seems, has arisen on the 
Russell River. I should like to know by what 
right the Chinese are there at all. If a China
man discovers a new goldfield-and I do not 
know whether he has a right even to discover a 
new goldfield-if he discovers, by accident or 
industry, a new goldfield, does that give every 
other Chinaman in the country a right to go 
there and mine? If he has any legal right 
at all it is to the reward of his discovery 
by having a large area of ground given to him 
for his discovery, usually called a prospecting 
claim. It is a question which the Attorn~y
General might be able to give some information 
about. It is a very serious matter-these conflicts 
11rising between Chinese and Europeau miners. 

The European miner does nnt like to break the 
law. At the same time he has a horror and dis
gust of Chinamen, and would like to keep them 
as far from him as po8sible. But if they are 
allowed to come in contact like this, we 
may have a repetition of what has occurred in 
other colonies-at Lambing Flat, in New South 
\V ales, and on the Buckland, in Victoria. 
None of us would like to see a repetition of those 
things in Queensland. The conduct of the miners 
there, I must say, was not very exemplary, but 
they were irritated by the very cause which is at 
work here-by the Chinese going to the places 
where they were drawing their drinking water 
and fouling those places, which it is well known 
Chinamen do to a very large extent. The ques
tion I wish to ask the Attorney-General is, if a 
Chinaman finds a rleposit of gold, and that place 
is prnclairned a goldfield, does that give all other 
Chinese a right to go there and mine at any time 
before that field has been three years open? I 
think it should not, unless we have a statute 
giving them that right; and we have no such 
statute that I can NLll to mind at present. The 
only thing in fair ju8tice which a Chinaman or 
party of Chinese who find a gold deposit are 
entitled to ha prospecting claim, and no more, 
and they are entitled to be protected in that. 
At the same time every other Chinaman should 
be kept off that field until it has been for three 
years a proclaimed goldfield. 

'!'he :MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said: :\fr. Speaker,-\Vith reference to 
the Clermont Gold Field I do not think any mis
take was made in the proclamation. It was 
proclaimed a new goldfield, and Chinamen 
would of course be excluded. But as hon. 
members know, the field covers a very large 
area of ground, is very patchy, <tnd a great 
deal of it is very poor indeed. I believe 
there are 250 or 300 Chinamen fossick
ing about on the field in different places, 
I instructed the police magistrate, who is also 
warden there, to try and remove these China
men and he then advised me that it would be 
nece~sary to senrl a strong force to enable him to 
do so. i asked him for more information and 
told him to find out where these men were mining 
or fossicking, n.nd ascortain what they were 
doing. The result of his investigation, as far as 
I could learn, was that the Chinamen were 
making about 15s. a week at it, and that the 
white miners on the field were making on 
an average about £1 a week. Under those 
circumstances I thought it scarcely worth 
while to insist upon removing those men, 
seeing that they were working on ground 
that no white. man would attempt to work. The 
difficulty arose in this way : In one or two 
instances Chin:>men would go off by themselves 
and succeed in getting what some of the white 
miners believed to be a pocket of gold ; that of 
course aroused the cupidity or envy of the white 
miners and they n,t once required the warden to 
put th~ white miners in possession of that patch 
of ground which the Chinamen, a[ter a good deal 
of trouble, had fossicked out for themselves. I 
did not think, under the circumstances, it would be 
worth the time and trouble that would be necessary 
to shift those Chinamen from the field. The matter 
remains at present in abeyance. Of course, they 
are there illegally, but it will require force to put 
them away-more force than the warden has at 
his command. With regard to the Russell Gold 
:Field, Mr. Mow bray is warden there, and he has 
reported, I think, twice upon the matter. In 
the first instance, the field was a very large area, 
and at the time it was first discovered I believe 
some Chinamen discovered the first workings on 
the lower part of the field. Christie Palmer
·ston's discovery is higher np the Russell 
River, where the white miners are at wcrk. I 
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instructed Mr. Mowhray to examine the field 
carefully '>nd aecertain the kind of ground 
the Chinamen were wmking on. His report 
was that they were working on verv poor ground. 
and far removed from where the white men were 
working, and he thoug·ht uni!er the circum
stances that it would be ae well to lenve tbem on 
that patch of <rrounrl on the Lower Rnesell that 
they had fmmd for themselves. :1nd which was of 
little value, too little for anv white man to work. 
On what information hearrivei! at th:1tconclueion, 
I do not know, except it was his own observatinn, 
I assnme that probably one or two white miners 
who have a particular dislike to Chinamen, as I 
suppose all miners have, l!ot up a petition--! have 
received a petition nn"<elf-that theRe Chinamen 
Rhould he removed entirely from the fie.lrl. Bnt 
it wonlrl be ro.ther rough on those Chinamen, 
especially if they are working on ground not 
likelv to he of any value to white men, that 
they ehould all be put out of it except the dis
cover,:>rR. I suppo~e they. at all events, are 
entitlerl to a certain area for having discovered 
it. But that does not, as I understand the 
law, give the right to their countrymen to 
come in and take up additional ground near 
them. It does not extend hevond the men 
who discovered the ground. ·From all the 
information I received it appeared to me that 
it was scarcely worth while to take all the 
trouble that would be necessary to put those 
men off the lower end of the fielrl. They are 
far removed from the white men, the ground is 
too poor to be worked hy white men, anrl under 
the circumstances I h;we done nothing more, 
except to request l\1:r. lVTowbray to report further 
upon the subject, and as soon as I g-et his report 
I shall act upon it. As to the Chinamen. if I 
find they are occupying valnable ground and 
keeping out white men, they will have to go and 
work somewhere ebe. I do not know how it is 
to be done except we send up a force to do it. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSflAN sn,id: T may 
be allowed to sav a word or two hy the indulgence 
of the House. I shoulcllike to sav thn,t the fact 
of trying to draw a line anrl procl;Liming it-I do 
not mean a proclamation in the Gazette, but pro
claiming it through the warden as an area where 
Chinamen will be allowed to remain and work
ie a very dangerous precerlent to est:1blish, eope
cially as it 's very likely to lead the Chinese to 
think that they have a right to go there, and it 
might lead to trouble if the Government found 
themselves necessitated to put them away. 

The MINISTER FOR WOR.KS said : Mr. 
Speaker,-There is no line confining the China
men to any particular ground. Thev have 
naturally collected about one particular spot 
which their countrymen had found. Of cont'dC, 
we could not set apart a new r;oldfield for 
Chinamen to work on. They are illegally there, 
and are only tolerated as holders of miners' 
rights. 

Mr. PALMER said: Mr. Speaker,-I have 
here a letter containing some information on this 
sub.iect, and as I take an interest in it I shall 
read portions of it. It is from Christie Palmer
ston, who says with regard to Geraldton :-

"The heaviest gold and t.he largest quantities have 
been obtained below the confluence of Cane Creek with 
the Rnssell, the Chinese having sent away about 
2,000 oz. since May last, and large parcels still continue 
to roll in." 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Where is 
that? 

Mr. H.\MILTON: On the field we are speak
ing of ; the r;round the Chinese are working. 
The letter is dated September 29. 

Mr. P ALMER : The letter goes on :-
,,The loss of the main river is not the worst of it, for 

you will notice fron1 what I have written on your map 
tlmt a line at Cane Creek will be giving the 'Chinks' a 

fenTfnl nrPa of \er-or anrifrrous mountains 11etwren the 
lTp11er TinRflell n..nd .TohnRtone RiVf'l'S, only partially pros~ 
11er,teri by m)·sc1f, and which may turn out a rich reefing 
field." 
J noticerl that the Minister for \Vorks said just 
now that only the poorer part~ of the field were 
allowerl to the Chinese. hut it is very hard to 
say whrtt nre the poorer parts of a goldfield 
until it has been tested. 

"If T r,ontinne to prose~··nte mY resenrr.bes. and the 
honnflru·~· remnins as it is, the f'hinese will hnvc ver
fcct right. on anv fliscoverv being made, to swarm me 
or nny other 11rospectors like so many land leeches." 

That is a letter that h>ts heen receiverl by the 
hon. member for Cook, Mr. Hamilton, with 
regard to the goldfield on the Russell River. 

Mr. CHUBB said: Mr. Rneaker,-I think 
the point the hon. me m her for Townsville wants 
to m>tke plain is this: The law on the sub.iect 
will be founrl in the Golrlfiel<ls Act Amendment 
Act of 1878. vol. ii. of the Statutes, page 12fi5; 
and if I read this Act arig-ht, if a Chinaman dis
covers a golrlfielrl. that goldfielrlmay be occupied 
by all the other Chinamen in the colony. The 
hon. gentlemm1 in charr;e of the vVorks Depart
ment shakes his head, but let him read the Act. 
The Act state< :-

" Evm·y golrlfield ~ha11 be deemeft i~o be a 11ew goldfield 
or the 1nlrPosrs of this Act until after the lapse of three 
:;.~rm·~ f1·om the date of the first proclamation of such 
go Infield." 
It further saye :-

"Xo miner·~ right i~sned to any Asiatic or African 
alirn shHll, either when ori~dna11y issued or by way of 
El.nb<::eqnrntendorsement, be made available for any new 
goldfield." 
Now, as the law stands, it is plain enoug-h tha.t 
Chinamen cannot go on new goldfields; but the 
Act goes on to say :-

"Rut this section shall not apply to any miner1S right 
issuetl. undPrthe Golclfields Act Amendment Act of1877, or 
to nnv Asiatif' or African alien who shall desire to haYe 
the nliner·~ right is~nerl to or held hv him made avail~ 
able for allY new goldficlcl of wl1ich the first discoverer 
and re110rt€r or one of the first niscoverers and reporters 
was nn Asiatic or African alien. 1

' 

So that, if a Chinaman discovers a new goldfield, 
or a Chinaman anrl white man together diRcover 
it, the right to that Chinaman and his countrymen 
to go upon that field is clear. If a Chinaman 
discovers a goldfield Chinese ca.n occupy it, but 
if a white man discovers it the Chinamen cannot 
enter upon it for three yPars. If that is the law, 
and I believe it is the law, then the sooner it is 
amended the better, because hon. member> must 
understand that a goldfield is by the Act 
rle>cribed as "Crown lands pr(>Claimerl. or which 
mav be proclaimed as a goldfield." There is no 
doubt that if a Chinaman in fossicking around 
discovers a new goldfield, he and his countrymen 
may occupy it. 

Question put and negatived. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :
By Mr. HAMILTON-
That there be laid on the table of the Rouse, all 

correspondence bet,veen the Under Secretary for the 
Post Office and the late 11ostmaster at Cooktown, 1ir. 
Alien, relating to his applic'ltion for leave of absence 
or removal from Cooktown to some other portion of the 
colony. 

PETITION. 
Mr. HAMILTON presented a petition from 

residents of Cooktown in relation to the late 
postmaster at Cooktnwn, and praying that relief 
might be granted to his family. He moved that 
it be read. 

Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. HAMILTON, the 
petition was received, 
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ACTING CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-Defore 

th.e House passes to the Orders of the Day I 
w1sh to move that during the absence of Mr. 
l~raser, the Chairman of Committees, J\Ir. Alancl 
do act as Chairman of Committees of the whole 
Hous". Mr. }'raser is, I believe, affected by the 
protntcted sitting of yesterday, and may be 
absent from the House during part of the 
evening. 

The HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I wish to know whether this motion 
has been made with the consent of the hon. 
member for Toowoomba? 

The PREMIER: Of course. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: If so, it 

looks like a little coup d'etat on the part of the 
Premier. The hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government knows very well that the hon. mem
ber for Toowoomba is antagonistic to the railway 
which is under discussion, and which has probablv 
caused Mr. }'raser's indisposition and unfittecl 
him to occupy the chair. Now, I think that the 
hon. member for Toowoomba would be acting 
more in accordance with true principles if he 
refused to act a., Chairrmm; and the leader of the 
Government would be acting more in accordnnce 
with the principlh which have always been 
carried out in this House if he ad<ed some other 
member on his own side to take the chair-a 
member who is favourable to the passing of this 
Thane's Creek railway. There are many members 
on that side who are able to act during Mr. 
Fraser's absence as well as the hon. member for 
Toowoomba-gentlemen who do not wish to 
speak, and who may have been asked not to 
speak, on the question. It seems that some of 
them have agreed not to speak and to be silent 
for the future. I certainly object to this motion 
for the two reasons that I have given, and I 
think Mr. Aland should refuse to take the chair, 
and the Committee should not ask him to do it. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,- Perhaps 
I ought to say a word or two about this. I 
should be very sorry that hem. gentlemen opposite 
should think for one moment that after acting 
in concert with them for the last t;1 enty-four 
hours I am now untrue to the position I took 
up. The hon. member for North Brisbane, 
J\!lr. \V. Brookes, spoke to me and asked me 
whether as a matter of kindness to :Yir. J;'raser 
I w~mld, if it were found neces,:try, occupy the 
cha~r for an hour or two to relieve that gentle
man; and I consented to do so. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD: He gets £500 a year for 
his services in the chair. 

Mr. ALAND : So he does; but I know well 
that the hon. gentleman does not wish to see an 
old man like Mr. :U'raser suffer. 

The HoN. J. M. J\IACROSSAN : That is not 
the question. The question is your taking his 
place. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Yes; you, who are op
]Josed to this motion, taking his place. 

Mr. ALAND: All I can say is that if hon. gen
tlemen on the other side think I am, in offering 
to take the chair, acting in any way in a manner 
untrue to the position I have taken up upon the 
rail way question, I will not take the chair for 
Mr. Fraser. But I can assure those gentlemen 
and the House that I consented to take the chair 
out of a pure feeling of kindness to the Chairman 
of Committees. The leader of the OrJP<Y,ition 
knows that once or twice within the last twelve 
or fourteen hours I expressed a feeling of sym· 
pathy with Mr. Fraser in his position. 

Mr. NORTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I accept 
at once the statement of the hon. member, and 
I never for a moment thought he was acting 
unfairly towards members on this side of the 

House; but the hon. member may possibly have 
overlooked the meaning of the motion which 
has been put to the House. It is not that 
the hon. member should take the chair for an 
hour or two, or even for a day or two, but 
"during the ab.sence of the Chairman of Com· 
mittees." Pm,oibly from physic"'l exhaustion the 
Chairman of Committees may not be able to 
take the ch,ir during the remainder nf the week; 
and if the hon. gentleman consents to the motion 
as submitted to the House, he will have to take 
the chair as long as the Chairman is absent. 
The motion reminds me of the notices which 
used to be set up in gardens-" Spring guns 
and man -traps" here. There is a good deal 
of the man-trap about the motion. Advantage 
is taken of the kindly disposition of the hon. 
member for Toowoomba to put him in a position 
the effect of which he does not fully realise. I 
am one of those "ho believ0 that if the Premier 
gets an opportunity to take a slant he will take it. 
I hope the hor1. member will fully consider the effect 
of accepting the motion now before the House. 

Mr. SCOTT said : Mr. Speaker, I am very 
glad to he,tr what fell from the hon. member for 
Toowoombct, iYir. Aland, as I can understand 
how the thing came ahmt. A similar thing 
happened to myself in this House some years 
ago. The Chairman of Committees met with 
some accident, and I was asked to take his place 
and consented to do so, and thought no more 
about it unt"il I was taxed with having done so 
by some members on my own side. There was 
nothing particular going on then, and I took the 
poeition for a time and heard nothing more. I 
did not calculate that by doing what I did I took 
away a member from the strength of my own 
side of the House. 

The PRE.YIIER said: Mr. Speaker,-Sus
picion haunts the guilty mind, I SU]Jp<me. It 
certainly did not occur to me, in proposing J\Ir. 
Aland's name, that members on the other side 
would see a veil of wickedness in the propooal. 
J\Ir. Aland has acted for !VIr. }'raser on previous 
occasions. 'The hon. m em her for North Brisbane, 
Mr. Brookes, sug·gested to me that he might act 
again for him. I do not suppose the division is 
likely to take place while Mr. Aland is in the 
chair, as Mr. l•'raser, I know, intends to be here 
this evening. The point was not worth taking 
and reflects no credit U)JOn the gentleman who 
raised it. Under the circumstances, however, 
I will withdraw the name of Mr. Aland from 
the motion and substitute that of Mr. Foote. 

Question-That during the temporary absence 
of the Chairman of Committees, Mr. }'oote do 
act as Chairman of Committees-put. 

Mr. MOR~~HEAD said : Mr. Speaker,-I 
shall object to this motion, though I do not think 
any member of the House would more worthily 
fill the position than the hon. member for Bun
danba. Bnt we are not fighting with gloves 
now. The Government have shown us that, and 
by their action, and the position they have com· 
pelled the Opposition to take up,· .Mr. Fraser 
has been incapacitated from fulfilling the duties 
for which he receives a considerable salary. Under 
the circumstances I do not see why we should be 
asked to fill the vacancy. Does the Premier intend 
to go on in this way and put all his supporters one 
after the other, in the chair in order to force this 
railway down our throats? The only reason 
given why :Mr. }'raser is not in his place as 
Chairman, is that he is physically incapable of 
being there. 

The PRE:\HER: I said he wished to be absent 
from the House for a few hours. 

Mr. lYIOREHBAD : Does the hon. member 
meant to pretend that that conveys any other 
meaning than the language I used conveyed to the 
House? · 
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Does it not mean that the hon. gentleman, know
ing the Chairman of Committees is worn out, 
intends to put in a gentleman who will worry 
along for a time, and then put Mr. Fraser back~ 
Now, are we to understand that thit; is to be a 
light to the bitter end? Is this 'rhane'; Creek 
railway to be rammed down our throats"? If so, 
I can say it is the intention of this side of the 
House, and a section of the c>ther side, not tc> 
submit to it. I do trust that t.he Government 
will now give up the fight. I might call it a 
half-hearted fight, because I am sure the hon. 
Minister for Works had no stomach for the fight. 
It was only under the whip and spur of the hon. 
member for Townsville that he was mttde to jump 
at all, and he did jump, and took the opportunity 
of attacking agentleman who if he had been in the 
House would have warmed his skin in a wav that 
would rather have astonished him. Of course it 
was within the province of the Minister for 
"\Vorks to attack in the way he did the late 
Minister for Lands. Of course he was perfectly 
justified according to his lights in ransacking 
every pigeon-hole in the Lands Office to find 
something upon which he could attack an 
absent man who could not defend himself. 
I think this amateur detective, the Min
ister for Works, who has been in office 
for four years-this official scavenger, who 
appears to gave gone round to try and rake 
np everything which might take away from the 
character of those who preceded him-has not 
been so successful as he hoped to be when he 
went in on the backs of men, some of whom he 
has since got rid of. I believe one of his chief 
friends, one of his assistants in the construction 
of the celebrated yellow pamphlet, got a billet-

The PREMI:B:R: Mr. Speaker,-I rise to 
order. This is not relevant to the question. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: The hon. member, with 
his feeble mind, ought to know that he cannot 
tell until the end of my argument whether it is 
relevant or not to the contention I intend to set 
np. In the meantime I am dealing with the 
hon. the Minister for "\Vorks. If, at the end, my 
argument proves worthless, it will then be time 
for the hon. the Premier to say it is irrelevant. I 
object to be put down by the bully of the Bar, 
and I will not be put down. This is not a court 
of law; this is a tribunal where I stand as a 
representative of the people, and I will express 
my opinion irrespective of the bully of the Bar. 
Now, sir, I will go on to deal with the h'm. the 
Minister for \Vorks. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-I ask your 
ruling on the point I raised. I insist that the 
debate be kept within due limits. I have moved 
an ordinary motion with reference to the conduct 
of the business of the House, and I submit that 
the hon. member must be kept within proper 
limits. 

The SPEAKER: The question before the 
House is a motion for the appointment of Mr. 
:B'oote as acting Chairman of Committees during 
the temporary absence of the Chairman of Com
mittees, Mr. Fraser. I understood the hon. 
member, when he rose, to say he objected to that 
appointment, and he must confine himself to 
his reasons for objecting to it. 

Mr. MORE HEAD: Of course I shall give my 
reason for objecting to the appointment. I hope 
to show that the conduct of the :Ylinistry has 
been such as to make us look with very grave 
apprehension on any recommendation they mav 
make, and I am dealing now with one of the 
Ministry. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will 
pardon me if I say that his arguments must have 
some relevancy to the motion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : If I am only given time 
I shall show that my remarks are relevant. I do 
not think it is right that I should be cornered
" cribbed, cabined, and confined "-by the leader 
of the Government. "\V e are dealing with the 
important question of the Chairmanship of Cmn
mitte,,s, which, I assume, is to be temporarily 
vttuaterl by the hon. member for South Brisbane, 
J'llr. Fraser. \V e are dealing with a matter 
so important that the Government consider it 
necessary to sit up all night over it-at least, 
certain members of them do ; others retire to 
bed. I have a perfect right to discuss the 
merits of the individual members of the Ministry 
who recommend a substitute for agentleman 
who was elected by the votes of this House. Mr. 
Fraser was elected by the votes of this House, 
and it may be admitted that he has done his dnty 
fairly well, but we have now not only to discuss 
the merits of the hon. member for Bundanba, 
which I admit are very great indeed, but also to 
get from the Government some reason why that 
particular gentleman should be selected as acting 
Chairman of Committees. This opens up a very 
wide field, and I am perfectly right in pointing 
out the action taken by the Minister for "\Vorks 
in certain appointments he has made. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-I must ask 
your ruling distinctly on this matter. The hon. 
gentleman has now said that he proposes, on a 
motion for the appointment of a gentleman to take 
the chair in committee for this evening, to canvass 
the conduct of the Minister for \Vorks in the ad
ministration of the Lands Department. I ask your 
ruling distinctly, whether that is or is not in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER : On a motion for the 
appointment of an Acting Chairman of Com
mittees, the hon. member cannot car.vass 
the conduct of any Minister, unless it can be 
shown that the conduct of the Minister has 
some relevancy to the Gbjection the hon. member 
raises to the appointment of the gentleman pro
posed as Acting Chairman of Committees. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-That 
is exactly what I intend to do if I can. I say 
that a recommendation of the present Ministry 
is not one that should be accepted by the House, 
and I was proceeding to show that, by calling 
attention to different appointments mnde by 
different Ministries. 

The PltEMIER s<1id: Mr. Speaker,-The 
hon. member has now said what he proposes to 
do. I asked for a distinct ruling as to whether 
it is in order for the hon. member, on a motion 
for a purely formal appointment, to make an 
attack on individual Ministers with regard to 
the conduct of their departments. I ask yonr 
ruling, sir, as to whether his remarks are rele
vant or not ; I submit that the hon. member has 
shown that they cannot be relevant to the ques
tion before the House. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is not in 
order. He must confine himself to the question 
before the House. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
bow to your decision at once, and I proceed now 
to discuss therelati Ye competency of the gentleman 
who is proposed to be put into this position with 
the competency of other gentlemen who have been 
introduced by the prE'sent Government. I think 
there can he no objection to that. I am now 
going to refer to the appointment of Commis
sioner Paul. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I must 
ask you to keep the hon. member in order. It is 
your duty to do so. 

The SPEAKER : It is not competent for the 
hon. member to discuss the conduct of Com· 
missioner Paul on a motion for thfl appointmE'nt 
of an acting Chairman of Committees. 
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Mr. MORE HEAD : Very well, sir, I will 
abandon Commissioner Paul, and will now 
come to Mr. Golden. Mr. Paul being ruled out 
of order, I will now deal with the appointment 
of Mr. Golden. As I said before, I look with 
very grave suspicion, with n1ore than suspi
cion, upon any recommendation made by the 
pre~ent Governlnent. Having regard to the 
position that Mr. Golden obtained as an 
incompetent inspector of rabbits, which he was 
never able to find, and afterwards as Crown 
Lands Dividing Commissioner, I think that in 
every case it must be admitted, even by his 
bosom friend the Minister for \Vorks, that he 
was a failure. At the same time it is very 
expensive having such appointments made by 
the Government. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! must 
ask you to maintain your ruling. You have held 
that this sort of discussion is out of order, and I 
ask you to keep the hon. member within the 
limits laid down by you. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
certainly confine himself to the question before 
the House. The question is that :i\'lr. Foote be 
appointed to act as Chairman of Committees. 

Mr. MOREHEAD ~aid: Mr. Speaker,-Th[l,t 
is what I intend to confine myself to, hut I think 
you will admit, sir, that a great amount of htti
tude is allowed in any other p:uliament in 
dealing with a matter of this sort. \V e can only 
arrive at the fitness or unfitness of the gentle
man nominated for this office by parity of 
reasoning. I have no fault to find with the 
hon. member personally who has been nominated 
for the position. I have always held him to be a 
highly respectable man, but I intended to show 
that, judging by the appointments and recom
mendations made by the Government Llp to the 
present time, he will probably be placing himself 
in a position where he may not be considered a 
thoroughly respectable man. I would still like 
to point out to the House that any appointments 
or .recommendations made by the present Gov
ernment ought to be taken with considerable 
caution. I think that even the Premier, who 
appears to wish to be the bully of this House, as 
he i:; the bully of the Bar, if he will allow me to 
say so, must admit that there are many appoint
ments which have been made by the present 
Govemment that I might possibly unfanmrably 
comment upon. I suppose, sir, that after your 
ruling Mr. Golden must go. Therefore we will 
go now to Mr. Rule. Probably I shall be ruled 
out of order in referring to his appointment. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I sub
mit that it is not necessary f,n· me to continually 
call your attention to your ruling that the hon. 
member is out of order. 

The SPEAKER: I may remind the hon. 
member for Balonne of the practice of the 
House of Commons in a case of this kind. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, as leader of 
the House, names the gentleman he de,ires to take 
the chair, when the elected Chairman of Com
mittees is unable from illness or other cause to 
take the chair, and if there is any difference of 
opinion as to the fitness of the gentleman named, 
the discussion takes place on that alone. The 
hon. member must confine himself to the question 
before the House, which is that Mr. Jfoote be 
appointed Acting Chairman of Committees 
during the temporary absence from illnes:; of the 
Chairman of Committees, lYfr. Fraser. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I at 
once bow to your decision, and had the Premier had 
sufficient competence and knowledge to have in
formed theHouse that what you have now stated is 
the practice, I would have accepted it before. After 
your ruling I am convinced that I was in error 

Now, to come to the question as to the appoint
ment of a Chairman of Committees, I think it is 
unfortunate that a member should have been 
selected for this pttrticular post who holds very 
pronounced opinions on the snbj cct of the vir~ 
ncta, and who has also expressed very pro
nounced views on :.1 vrevious occasion, which 
did not altogether agree with the vie" s 
of the Government. I do not know why 
he is selected. I admit at once that his integ
rity is undoubted; that his intelligence is as 
great as that of :Lny member of this House-I 
admit that willingly and frankly ; but I do not 
think it is fair, either to the hon. member him
self or to the House, that a gentleman who is a 
strong and pronounced partio;an on this particu
hr railway should be put in the position of 
Chairman of Committees. I should much have 
prefened to have seen the senior member for 
Maryborough pnt in that position, as he is a 
gentleman who has held high office in this 
colony, and was at one time a colleague of 
the Premier, and I believe he is well up in 
all the forms of the House. The hon. mem
ber for Bundanba will know at once that I 
would not say one word that would in any 
way offend him, for I have a great respect 
for him personally; but I think that under the 
circumstances, seeing that he holds very strong 
opinions on this railway, for very good and 
sufficient reasons no doubt, he should not be 
appointed ChRirman of Committees. I do not 
for one moment accuse the hon. member of 
being actuated by improper motives, but I hold 
that it would be very much better if a colourless 
politician-I do not use the term in an offensive 
sense-such as the senior member for JYlary· 
borough, who has not expressed any strong 
opinions on this subject, were appointed to the 
position. He is well acquainted with the forms 
of the House, and would, I am sure, perform the 
duties as ably as any member in the House. 
It would be better, therefore, if the Government 
were to put someone into the chair who has 
the character and the political qualifications I 
have described. 'rhe hon. member for Bnndanba, 
perhaps, has no desire to sit in the chair. It can
not be a position of any great comfort to anyone. 
Holding these views, I must object to the hon. 
member for Bnndanha being appointed Acting 
Chairman of Committees; and that hon. member 
will quite understand that I do so without any 
personal feeling in the matter at all. 

1\lr. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
think there is no occasion for the Government to 
appoint a temporary Chairman now. If the 
Chairman of Committees is unable to attend at 
present, let us adjourn the business until he is 
able. I do not think the authority you quoted from 
just now provides for a case of this kind, which 
is of a special character; and if the Government 
are allowed to :tppoint a fresh Chairman of Com
mittees time after time it will give an unfair 
advantage as against those hon. n1embers who 
are determined, from thoroughly conscientious 
motives, to make use of all the forms of the 
House to oppose this railway, which they look 
upon as a thoroughly worthless political railway. 
\V e have a Chairman who is paid to occupy 
the chair permanently, and when he is unable 
to perform his duties, let him adjourn the Com
mittee. If we adjourn now, until the Chairman 
is able to take his seat, we shall all get a rest, 
and we shall be able to go on cheerfully all the 
rest of the night. I object to see anyone put 
into the chair except the proper Chairman. It 
will be time enough to do that when the Chair
man is really ill from natural causes. But he is 
not ill. He is merely tired, just as a good many 
more members of the House are; and he will 
be perfectly recovered, and ready for business 
again, I have no doubt, by 7 o'clock, after which 
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I expect we shall spend a very pleasant evening. 
In the meantime, I do not see why I should not 
be allowed to go away until about 7 o'clock, when 
the real business will begin. 

The PRE :\IIER : Y on will not be missed if 
yon go. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: No doubt the hon. 
gentleman would be very glad to get rid of me 
on this occasion. But I have not the slightest 
intention of going away, and I do not suppose I 
shall be away much to-night or to-morrow night. 
But I enter my protest on principle against the 
appointment of a temporary Chairrm,n, who 
may be replaced from time to time as often as 
one happens to get tired out ; and I hope other 
hon. members will see the matter in the same 
light that I dn. Then we shall be able to go on 
without making any invidious remarks about 
the qualifications of the Chairman who may be 
proposed from time to time. 

The SPEAKJ<~R : The course proposed by the 
Premier is that adopted on all occasions both 
in the House of Commons and in Colonial 
Parliaments. If it should happen that the 
Chairman of Committees is unable to take the 
chair in committee when the Speaker is moved 
out of the chair, it is the usual practice for the 
leader of the Hou~e to move for the appoint
ment of an acting chairman for the day. I would 
remind hon. members that in the Houee of 
Commons, where the sittings in committee last 
sometimes for forty-eight hours, this course is 
adopted. One chairman is aJ,pointed for six 
hours. Then the House resumes, the Speaker 
takes the chair, and another meml>er is appointed 
for six hours. As soon as that term has expired 
the House again resumes, the Speaker takes the 
chair, and :mother chairman is appointed for 
another six hours ; and so on. That is the 
ordinary practice. 'Whenever the Chairman is 
taken ill, or from any other cause is unable to 
attend to his duties, it is usual fur the leader of 
the House to appoint an acting chairman for the 
day. 

The HoN . .J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I do not think there is any doubt as 
to the practice of the House of Commons in 
appointing a deputy Speaker or a deputy Chair
man of Committees. The objection, if any, to 
the hon. member for Bundanba as temporary 
Chairman is, that hon. members on this side of 
the House, who have entered their protest in 
an energetic way against the passing of a 
certain railway, are of opinion that the 
battle should be fought out under one Chair
man. But that, I fear, cannot he done. I 
do not suppose there is any mortal man who 
could stand the strain for twenty-four hours 
after twenty-four honrs, as it seems the Govern
ment intend to make it, and as we are -quite 
prepared to do. Even if they go on for a week 
they may make up their minds that we shall sit 
that week also. I am not going to di.>cuss the 
fitness of the hon. member for Bundn,nba for the 
chair. I believe he is perfectly qualified to fill 
the position, and to fill it very solidly too. But 
I will say this, that I am very glad the hon. 
member for Toowoomba has seen fit to withdraw 
his name as a candidate for the chair. I 
am quite certain that hon. gentleman was 
carried away by his feelings on behalf 8f 
Mr. l<'raser, who is tired out by the long sitting 
since yesterday. But the hon. member should 
consider those with whom he is acting, as well as 
Mr. l<'raser, seeing that there are so many hon. 
members on that side of the House who are 
perfectly qualified to takt1 the chair. The hon. 
member for Maryborough, Mr. Sheridan, has 
been mentioned by the leader of the Oppo.,ition 
as a gentleman who could fill the chair very 
well. I believe he would fill it as well as any 

member of the House, aud, having once occupied 
the position of a Minister of the Crown, he would 
add dignity to the position of the chair
although m;t, perhaps, ,.-eight, as in the case of 
the hon. member for Bundanba. Then there 
is the hon. member for lJarling Downs ; he 
might be put into the chair. I am surprised 
that the Premier did not Relect him for the 
chair. He is a formidable antagonist to hon. 
members on this side of the House, and it would 
have plensed us much better if he had been 
appointed to the position. Next to those two 
hon. gentlemen I would prefer Mr. l<'oote, for the 
very same reason that he is a formidable antago
nist to hon. members on this side of the House 
on the particular question we are now debating. 
I would much rather see him in the chair
where he would be comparatively harmless 
-than sitting where he is, giving directions 
to the anti-stonf\wallers during the temporary 
absence, from fatigue, ,,f the Government. 
I do not believe conscientiously that there is a 
single man on tlmt side of the House, with the 
exception of the hon. member for Enoggera and 
the gentleman at the head of the Government, 
who understands what stonewalling really means, 
and bow it can be carried on, except JYir. Foote. 
I prefer seeing him in the chair, where he will 
be, as I say, comparatively harmless. He will 
have no intricate questions or points of order to 
decide, which he cannot decide for himself. \Ve 
shall have no divisions, except ordinary divi
sions upon moving the Chairman out of 
the chair, and that he report progress or 
no progress, and ask for lea \·e to sit again. 
Those will be the only kind of motions that will 
be Jmt. Therefore, I say, Mr. Foote will be 
harmless, but he might he very harmful where 
he is sitting now. I know very well that he is 
not at all satisfied with the tactics of the 
Government in carrying on this anti-stone
walling, and that if the matter was left in his 
hands, if it were possible to break down the 
stonewall and have done with it, that gentle
men would do it. That, I am happy• to 
say, I can see no possibility of yet. The 
wall is still very sound, very solid, and 
appears, so far, to be impregnable, so that it 
i.s a matter of indifference to this side of the 
House who takes the chair, whether Mr. Fraser, 
Mr. Foote, or ::Yir. Sheridan. I agree entirely 
with 11r. Foote's nomination, and hope to see 
him in the chair at 7 o'clock. 

Question put and passed. 

MARYBOROUGH AND URANGAN RAIL
WAY ACT Al\IENDMEN'f BILL. 

SECOND RE"\DING. 

Mr. FOX'rON said: Mr. Speaker,-As hon. 
members are aware, this is a Bill introdtwed for 
the purpo'e of extending the time which the 
Vernon Coal and Land Company, Limited, 
were given to construct the Urangan railway as 
provided by the :ifaryborough and Urangan 
Hailway Act of 1884. As time is short, Mr. 
Speaker, I shall make my remarks as brief as 
possible, but I think it is perhaps as well that I 
should recall to the memories of hon. members 
some of the principal1Jrovisions of that Act. It 
will be remembered that authority was given to 
the company by the Act to make a railway from 
the town of JYiaryborough, or rather from a point 
on the JYiaryborough-Burrum line, seven miles 
out of :Yiaryborough, to Urangan. A mineral 
loop line, as it was called, from another point on 
the 1\Iaryborough-Burrum line, some few miles 
further on crossed the Urangan railway, forming 
a triangle. I believe there are lithographs on 
the table which will assist hon. members in 
understanding the position of affairs. That 
line from the Beven-mile peg, as it is called, to 
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Urangan and the mineral loop-line are designateci 
in the Act "the main line of railway." There is 
also provision for making certain other short 
lines, such as a line to a place called l'olson, 
and a duplication of the line from the school 
reserve in Kent street, JYiaryborough, to the 
junction of the J\.iaryborough~Gympie, nncl 
Maryborough-Burrum lines, at a place called 
Croydon Junction, about two miles from lVIary
borough. The company were at liberty to select 
1, 000 acres within the Burrum coal reserve, in one 
block or in blocks of 964 and 40 acres, at the 
price of 30s. per acre. It was also required that 
before the company began the construction of 
the line, they should prove to the satisfaction of 
the Minister-

" That they have a cJ.pital subscribed in good faith, 
and by responsible persons, equal to £1.000 for every 
n1ile of railway as shown on the deposited plans, and a 
paid-up capital actually available for the purpose-; of 
the construction of the said railway of not less than 
one-tenth of such subscribed capital." 
If I remember rightly, the length of the line is about 
twenty-fourmiles, including the mineralloop-line; 
so thttt hon. members will see that a considerable 
amount of capital will have to be subscribed 
before the company will he allowed to commence 
operations. By the Gth section they were also 
required to deposit in the Treasury the snm of 
£2,000 within six months from the passing of the 
Act, as security fur the due completion of the 
line within three years, the time allowed for 
the construction of it from the passing of the 
Act, which occurred on the 23rd December 
1884. Consequently the time for the com~ 
pletion of the railway would, under the Act, 
expire on the 23rd December next. The object 
of the Bill is to give the company further time 
to complete their arrangements. It was hinted 
when the Bill was introduced that it would be 
necessttry that very good reasons should be shown 
why this company had not undertaken the work 
in accordance with the provisions of the Act and 
carried the line to completion. The select cmn
mittee took that view, and intimated directly to 
both lVIr. Hart, of the firm of Hart and Flower, 
who appeared for the promoters of the Bill, 
and also to Mr. Rawline, the representative of 
the company, that it wonld be necessary for 
them to show very conclusively that there were 
good reasons why this railway httd not be,',n 
undertaken within snch time as would enable 
them to complete it within the period specified. 
If hon. members would look at the eviclence--

Mr. l\IOREHEAD: vVe will read the evi
dence. 

Mr. FOX TON: On reading the evidence hon. 
members will find that the reasons why the 
work was not undertttken earlier were that by 
one of the clauses of the Act power wtts given 
t~> the Government to_ purchase this line at any 
time after the exprratwn of five years. Certain 
gentlemen who are mentioned in the evidence 
who undertook to find the neceqsa,ry cttpital: 
and who were known residents of Melbonrne 
obje?ted to this term of five years, and 
reqmred ten. 'I'en years had been substituted 
by the select committee, but ttn amendment 
was moved in Committee of the whole House 
reducing the term again to five years. Those 
capitalists then withdrew from the company. 
In their place other ca.pitalists were induced to 
come forward and have failed since, and another 
gentleman who was relied upon, Dr. Power, 
afterwttrds died. The consequence was that the 
company was partially left without any share
holders who were able to carry the works through. 
Thttt was the position of affairs when :Mr. 
Rawlins went to England and saw there the 
representatives of a company well known to 
hon. members, the Australasian Transcontinental 
Railway Syndicate, who entered into an agree-

ment with Mr. Rawlins to take up 47,000 shares 
out of the 50,000 of which the Vernon Coal and 
Railway Company consisted, and the other 3,000 
were to be devoted towards liqnidttting certain 
claims against the company in the colony
claims of creditors or shareholders. All the share
holders tlvon existing were to take fully paid-up 
sharee, and the creditors were to do the sttme. 
J'.Iessrs. Hart and Flower were apjJointed agents 
for the Transcontinental Rail way Syndicate to 
act for them in the colony, ttnd their instruc
tions are given here at length ttnd dated 14th 
July, 1887, from Mr. \Vm. Harvey, the secre
tary to the syndicate. An extraordinary meet
ing was afterwards held of the V ernon Coal and 
Railway Company by whom the contract was 
adopted, and Hart and :Flower cabled to the 
syndicate in London on the 17th September last, 
as follows :-

"Creditors and shareholders settled with under clause 
1 of agreement. 

ushares issued to Rawlins under clause 2, but lease not 
assigned for want of name of nominee. 

"Rawlins has complied with clause 3. 
"The Government have agreecl to support an extension, 

but will not talm the matter up thcmsclyes. 
"",.e require names of nominees of Syndicate as Direc~ 

tors of Yernon Company. 
"Resolutions by next post." 

Mr. Hart informed the committee that those 
resolutions had been forwarded, and I have since 
seen a letter which w<Ls received after the delibe
ra,tions of the committee had ended, aclmow
ledging their receipt. It will therefore be seen 
that the matter has now been taken up in Eng
land by men who have command of a considerable 
amount of capital. I do not know the line ; I 
know nothing about the matter ; I know pro
bably as little about either the syndicate or the 
undertaking itself as any member of the House ; 
but it does seem to me that it would be a great 
advantage if this line could be constructed in the 
way proposed, because it will be the means of 
introducing a considemble amount of capital 
into the colony. The Committee thought, with 
members who had spoken on ttprevions occasion 
when the matter was before the House, that a 
further guttrantee should be given for the dne 
completion of the line, and they therefore intro
duced into the Bill a proviso to this effect:-

"Provided that the company shall, before the com
mencement of the raihvay or entering into possession. 
of the hmds to be selected under the third section of 
the principal Act, and ·within four months from the 
pasF~ng of this Act, deposit in the colonial rrreasury a 
fluthfl? :- nm of three thousand pounds, 'vhich said sum, 
together with the money so previously depo~::~lted as 
aforesaid, shall be detained by the 1~reasurer as security 
for the due completion of the main line of railwa.y, and 
upon snch completion shall, together with the moneys 
so previously deposited as afore,<iid, be returned to the 
company." 

The sum of £2,000 which had been previously 
paid into the T1·easury has since increased to 
abont £2,600, and the committee decided upon 
a further sum of £3,000, because that, together 
with the £2,600, will give a sum equal to 5 per 
cent. on the total amount of capital required to 
construct the line of railway and the wharves. 
Five per cent. would he the amount of deposit 
required by the Government from a contractor 
undertaking the construction of the line in the 
ordinary way. A new clause has also been 
introduced, providing for the forfeiture of the 
whole amount of the two deposits with accrued 
interest if the railway be not completed within 
fonr years, but that an extra six months mtty 
be granted, provided the Minister is satisfied thttt 
proper expedition has been used and substantial 
progress made. I do not know anythingaboutrail
way-mttking, bnt my. own impression is that the 
construction of twenty-five miles of railway and an 
extensive wharf-pier will take more than twelve 
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months. However, Mr. Rawlins is confident 
that the railway can be constructed in that time, 
though possibly it might be necessary to ask for 
the extra six months for the completion of the 
wharf. I do not know that I have anything 
more to say. I have endeavoured to be as brief 
as possible while nmking the matter as clear 
as I r,~n to hon. members. The evidence is very 
short, and it appears to me to be all that we 
require as protecting the interests of the country 
in this matter. I beg to move that the Bill be 
now read a second time. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
effect of this proposal would be to extend the time 
allowed by Parliament to the company for the 
construction of the line, by twelve months, and 
to increase the company's deposit to £5,000, 
which is to be forfeited if they do not 
make the line within the time allowed. 
It appears to me to be a very substantial 
security at any rate. The company deposit 
£5,000, and forfeit that deposit if they do not 
make the line, and, under the circumstances, I 
am disposed to support the Bill. It appears 
from the evidence that the company has 
materially changed in constitution since it 
was first formed. The names of shareholders 
who have disappca1'ed are . replaced by the 
names of shareholders in an English syndicate 
well known by name. I do not see that 
that makes any difference, as, if they make 
this line to develop the country and make 
a wharf also, thev may as well be allowed 
to do it as anybody else. I should be very 
a verse to extending the time allowed by the 
original Act unless a good guarantee was 
given that the railway was really intended 
to be made. Three years have nearly passed 
since the authority was given to construct 
the line, and very little has been done. As the 
company give a guarantee now of £5,000, and 
fully understand this time that it will certainly 
be forfeited if they do not make the line, I 
think the House will not be doing anything 
dangerous if they consent to the extension of 
time asked for. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
cannot agree altogether with what has fallen 
from the Premier. No case has been made out 
for the extension of time by the hon. member 
who moved the second reading of the Bill. It 
is an extremely interesting Bill, and in more 
ways than one. It shows, amonget other things, 
how the Premier, by going over to the other side 
of the world, alters hi~ opinion, not only with 
reference to individuals, but also with reference 
to combinations of imlividuals. The 17th ques
tion in the evidence and the answer to it should, 
I think, be read by every member of this House. 
It is as follows :-

"And \VF~·e you not also a director? I was also a 
director, up to that time. In ~ovember, last year, I 
received a. letter from the secretary of the company, 
:Mr. ].,fc11Ucking, informing me formally that Dr. Power 
was dead, and that the two \Yilsons, who were directors 
of the company, had become insolvent; and saymg that 
their efforts to obtain capital to carry out the scheme 
had pro,red futile in England, and asking me if I 1vould 
come to Brisbane and see if I could give the nccest,ary 
evidence to be sent to England to enable somebody to 
:fioat <:t cmnpany there. I came to Brisbane at oncf', got 
all the papers together, and \Vent home to England by 
the '1\'Ierkara' in January. I arrived in England in 
:March. I brought this matter under the notice of 
the' Australian 'l'ranscontinental Railway Syndicate.'" 
I think we have heard that name before. Indeed, 
the Premier himself brought that name very 
prominently before the House on more than one 
occasion, and on every occa~ion he spoke of it in 
terms of opprobrium and contempt. 

"After a meeting of the directors of that syndicate, I 
wait.ed on Sir Samuel Griffith, who was then in London 
on some other business connected with Queensland. At 
lrl:lat meeting the :.\:Iaryborough and Urangan Railway 

was to ha.-e been discnsscd. The secretary, oil the 9th 
of 3Iay, wrote me a letter, saying that a meetlng had 
been arranged with Sir Samuel Gritfith, at St Stephen's 
Club, Westminster, for Wednesday, 11th of Jiay, and he 
said aftPr the interview with Sir Samuel, the Urangan 
line would be discus.sed then." 
It is very interesting to find that the l'remier is 
a member of the most conservative club in 
LolHlon, and yet he poses here as a great 
Liberal. 

The PREMIER: I am not a member of the 
most conservative club in London. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Then the hon. member 
must have got in on the card of membership of 
some other club, or else the evidence of this 
gentleman is untruthful. I assume from this 
evidence that there was a meeting. 

The PREMIER: Yes, I met some gentlemen 
on the 11th May at St. Stephen's Club, by 
appointment. I was not a member of the club, 
and, in fact, declined the honour of membership 
which was offered me, because they made it a 
condition that I should be a Conservative, and 
should sign a paper te that effect. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I know wbat the hon. 
gentleman was asked to sign, but as he disagreed 
with Gladstone they might have let him in on 
that ground. The witness went on to say :-

"I understood subsequently from the secretary and 
from Sir Samuel Grifllth that nothing was said about this 
proposal at the meeting. I went to Eustou Station on 
the 19th of :Hay, to see Sir Samuel Gri!fith leave by the 
train, and I then told him that the Australian 'l'rans
continental H.ailwav .Syndicate were considering the 
mattet of taking up the 'vernon Coal and Railway Com
pany's shares and carrying out the scheme; and I 
asked, if I got them to do so, would he give me any hope 
of getting his support for an extension of time neces
sary to complete the line. He said, 'Yes ; if you show 
bona .fides, I \Yill give you my support;' and he men
tioned the matter, introdneing me to Sir Jamcs Garrick 
as coming under his approYal.'' 
The Premier approved of it, and introduced the 
gentleman to Sir J ames Garrick. 

''The subsequent transar:tions with the Australian 
Transcontinental Raihvay Syndicate led to an agree
ment being drawn up bct\veen myself and the syndicate, 
dated 24th June of this year, \V hereby I agreed to get 
the Yernon Coal and Railway Company to sell to the 
Anstralian rrranscontinental Rai.hvay Syndicate 47,000 
shares. By that agreement I propose to get the capital 
to carl'Y out the scheme 'vhose main features are laid 
down ill this paper. [Docu;,wnt put in and mw·ked
Appenrl,.c A.] I include valuations made by XI:r.llarry, 
Mr. Kcate Hall, and myself. The amount of money I 
want is £131-,000." 

Now we will go a little further and refer to ques
tion 23, and it is there stated :-

" VYho are the members of the board? Lord Denbigh 
and Vfilliam Duncan, cil·ectors. The members of the 
Australian 'rranscontinental Raihvay Syndicate, who 
will be members of the Vernon Coal and Railway Com
pany in London, are-the Hon. }Jajor-General :Peilding, 
Lord Denbigh, \Villiam :Jfeets, of Jardine, :Jfaiheson, 
and Co., the Duke of :Jlanchestcr, Henry Cumpbell, 
1Yillimn Braby, iromnaster, and ""illiam Duncan, 
banker. That agreement was made subject. to confirnutw 
tio"l by the company, <L meeting of which was held on 
the 31st of August last, at which it was resolved 
decidedly to carry out 1he terms of the ag. cement. 
[llesoltaions, etc., read-Appendi.c D.] 
I would like to know from the Premier whether 
these are the gentlemen who formed the direc
torate, at any rate, of the Transcontinental 
Railway Syndicate, who were so discredited by 
hiln on a previous occat:5ion. 

The PltEMIER: When? 
Mr. MOREHEAD : And who are to be so 

favourably treated by him on the present occa· 
si on. 

The PREMIER : You are mixing up two 
things. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: The hon. gentleman has 
mixed up too much with those highly decorated 
people at home, and it has altered the views he 
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held before to a considerable extent. Now, I 
wonder that the hon. gentleman has allowed his 
views to be changed in this way. Some yetus 
ago there was no term of opprobrium that he 
did not apply to Major-General ]!'eilding and 
others on this tmw;continental syndicate. 

The PREMIER: You ttre drawing on yom 
imagination again. 

Mr . .i\fOREHEAD: No. I htwe a powerful 
imagination, and when I wish to draw on it it is 
there, but just now I am stating what is known 
to every member of this House. There was no 
name too bad for the hon. gentleman to apply 
to those connected with this transcontinental 
syndicate. 

The PREMIER : I should like you to quote 
one instance. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : The hon. gentleman can 
find one for himself ; the volumes are in front of 
him. Now, he has proved that those men are 
not what he described them, by allowing an 
agreement to be entered into with them when 
he was at the other side of the world. By the 
action of the Premier himself some years ago, 
the word " syndicate" has become a word of 
opprobrium. It has a legitimate and honourable 
meaning, but now it is used as a byword. Even 
the hon. the Colonial Secretary the other 
night, in a little sly poke at me, alluded to 
some syndicates I was in, as if it were a term 
of opprobrium and contempt. Now, we see 
how the whirligig of time brings in his re
venges. \Ve find the Premier seeing no objec
tion to this Bill, although it is the outcome of 
negotiations that took place between himself and, 
inferentially, the Agent-General, and this much 
abused transcontinental syndicate. I would ask 
the hon. gentleman if he is going to stop this 
transcontinental business here, or is he prepared, 
assuming they make a fresh offer to the Govern
ment, to consider a propooition from them 
for a railway acro;;s the continent? ·would he 
consider a proposition from them for the 
construction of these much-debated lines that 
are before us now? It would be a good thing 
if the hon. gentleman and the hon. member who 
introduced this Bill were to go home at their 
own expense and negotiate with this syndicate 
for the construction of the railways to Thane's 
Creek and to South Brisbane. Now, sir, the 
Premier occupies with regard to this Bill a 
peculiar position. He is bound to ad vacate the 
passage of this measure because he has been 
taken into consultation by those people at home 
and has agreed to what they proposed. 

The PREMIER: The evidence shows that 
that was not so. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : The evidence shows it 
was so. 

The PREMIER: Nothing was said about this 
proposal. 

Mr. MO REREAD: He passed them on to 
Sir James Garrick. 

The PRE.i\1IER: Not at all. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: Well, I will read it 

again:-
"' Yes, if you show Oona fides I will give you my 

support' i and he mentioned the 1natter, introdl'l.cing 
me to Sir J ames Garrick as coming under his 
a.pproval." 

Mr. McMASTER: That was Rawlins; he 
passed Rawlins on. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Passed anything you like 
on; call him Smith if you like, or -call him 
McMaster; he passed the agent on to the Agent
General. I say there was a moral endorsement 
made by the Premier at home in favour of this 
line. 

The PREMIER: If it is a bmut fide line I 
said I would support it. 

Mr. MORE HEAD: That is all I contended 
for. In anything the Premier does, or says, or 
\Vrites, he always has a saving clause, and bonn 
jides in this case was to be the saving clause. 
That does not interfere with the fact that the 
Pretnier leant towards doing but:iness vdth a 
syndicate which years ago in this House he 
utterly and remorselessly condemned, and 
the records of the House prove that. Now, 
sir, I shall not support the second reading 
of this Bill. I think it is surrounded by too 
many elements of suspicion and doubt. \\Then 
the Premier suddenly changes his opinion with 
regard to an individual we cannot be too careful; 
and this Bill would never have been brought 
into the House had it not been for the moral 
endorsement of the Premier. The hon. member for 
Carnarvon said nothing in favour of the Bill, and 
I do not think he could say anything· in favour of 
it. He said we had the evidence before us, which 
is trne, and that we had the Bill before us, which 
is also true, but he never gave any sufficient 
reason why the second reading of this Bill should 
pass. It is now (j o'clock, and I have said my 
say. 

At 7 o'clock, 
The SPEAKER said: In accordance with the 

Sessional Order, the private business under dis
cussion when the House adjourned at 6 o'clock 
now stands adjourned till after the discussion of 
Government business. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMEN'r. 
THE MINING INDL'STRY.-SOUTH BRISBANE 

RAILWAY COXTRACTOR. 

M1·. HAMILTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I beg 
to move that this House do now adjourn. I do 
so for the purpose of bringing before the Govern
ment the persistently unfair manner in which 
the mining industry is treated by this Govern
ment, and especially in the northern part of the 
colony ; and I shall commence by reading the 
opinion of a paper which is a strong supporter 
of the Government. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to call your attention to the state of the 
House. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. HAMILTON: At the same time it does 

not sacrifice its principles to party purposes, but 
honestly and straightforwardly advocates what 
it considers right, though in doing so it may not be 
ad vacating the policy of the party it generally 
supports. The paper I refer to is the Cooktmu; 
Independent, which, in referring to this matter 
in a leading article, states as follows :-

" V\"'"e cannot shut our eyes to the stern facts revealed 
by statb,tics, which prove that, since their accession to 
pO\ver, the Liberal' :Jiinistry have not only been illiberal, 
bnt unjnst, in their treatment of the most important 
industry in the colony. The amounts voted for pros
pecting and opening new goldfields have been as fol
lows :-1879-80, £2,000; 1880-1, £689 15s. 7d.; 1881-2, 
£720 18s. 1d. ; 1882-3, £ll0; total, £3,520 13s. 8d., all of 
which was expended by the }fcllwraith Ministry
namely, £3,220 15s.2d. on the Northem, and £29918s. 6d. 
on the Southern fields. In 1883-4 the vote was £2,000, 
and for 1884-5, £5,0110, of which £558 1s. lld. were 
expended in the North, and £108 12s. in the South; 
£6,333 6s. 1d. being allowed to lapse. Of the £10,000 
voted in 1885-6 to assist deep sinking only £1,150 'vere 
expended up to 1st May, 1880, and not one penny of it in 
the North. The actual expenditure, hmvever,upto A ugnst 
was-Gym pie, £713 10s.; Cawarral. £122; and Morinish, 
£231. 'l'hen there are £1,264 6s. 4d. for material and 
tubing, &c., connected with diamond drills, which 
shonld never have been charged to this vote. The total 
amount expended is therefore £3,330 16s. 4d., leaving 
an unexpended balance of £6,669 3s. Hd. from the vote of 
last year. rrhis year there are £5,000 on the Estimates 
for the same purpose, and which will probably result 
like the previous vote, in a third being spent in the 
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south and two-thirds lapsing. The amounts expended 
for diamond drill material were of no benefit to the 
North, as both drills were purcha.<:.ed by a sum of 
£3,000 on the SupJllementary Estimatf'-3 of 1585-6, nnd 
both ha Ye been kClJt in the South, one at Dnlby boring 
fol' e,1al on OrmYn Ia.n<ls, :t11d the other at :JTaryborongh 
boring for coal on private lH'OJlCrty, at a rninons los:s 
to the country, for the benefit of wealthy t;peculators. 
'rhe foregoing Hg-ures re-real the facts tllat of the moll, st 
votes passed by the :Il.Jcllwraith :Jiinistry, every pcuny 
was expended, searccly a tenth being e"Xpended in the 
South, while of the £17,noo for which the Clriffith 
Ministry have got credit for passing to assist mining, 
only the paltry sum of £558 lEt lld. has heeD spent in 
the North, while the sum of £13,063 Ss. has virtually 
lapsed or remains unexpcntled. Of £3,520 13s. Sd., 
voted by the Mcllwraith 3Iinistry from 1879 to 1883, 
£3,220 15s. Sd, were expended in the X orth for the 
le,5itimate assistance of mining, while out of £17,000 
voted by the Libe:·al 11inistry, the Xorth has got only 
£558 Is, llcl, It was not the fault of Northern 
residents and miners that advantage \Vas not taken 
of the provision for which they had been waiting 
anxiously for three years, bnt lJecause the Uin1'1ter 
for i\'orks declared emphatically that not one pound 
could be advanced to assist deep sinking, until the 
shafts were first selected and recommended bv ::Hr. 
Jack. rro render t.he snrvey and selection impoSsible, 
one man who would be allowed to do snch work was 
coolly ta1mn a\vay from his important and imperative 
duties, and turned into a hydraulic engim urin the \Yr.,t. 
::\fining, a.nd especially Xorthern mining, has thus been 
fooled by the sight on paper of \Yhat could never have 
been intended. to be expended for its benefit. 'rhe .J.Iinis
ter for \Vorks had repeated ap}Jlications tram this dls
tl'ict, and the answer was alwavs that::.\Ir. Jack would be 
sent when disengaged, but he~ wns kept until the vote 
lapsed, 'vithout a penny of it being spent in the X o1·th. 
Xo matter what their professions may be, and no matter 
how stoutly \Ye may have defended their other measures, 
we must independently denounce :VIlnistcrial treatment 
of Sort horn mining, as glaringly unjust. Sir Samuel 
Griffith must know that mining has done more for the 
IJrogrcss and settlement of this colony and its southern 
neighbours, than any other industry; and here we have 
had in this district, the premier field wai1:,iug for the 
promised assistance to develop its second and more r·er
manent life. If the Palm er reefs had been situated in Vic
toria they would have been supporting a population of 
20,000 ycaTs ago. Every resident in this district believed 
in the promises of a :}finistry whom they supported. but 
they must now confess that their most vital interests 
have been disregarded by at len.st one J.Iinister. There 
is yet time to remedy 'something of the pa.st,' by 
promptly sending }Ir. Jack or a {{Ualified su11stitnte to 
the l)ahner, in order thRt its jnst share of the vote for 
deep sinking may be speedily and practically applied to 
the development of the richest reefing district in Aus
tralia.'' 
That article was written in September, 1886. 
There was yet time for the Goverment to do 
something, hut they did not t;;ke advantage of 
their opportunity, and nothing has been done. 
The article correctly states that at about the 
time it was written there remained out of 
the £10,000 voted for prospecting purposes 
during the financial year of 1885-G an unex
pended balance of £0,6H9. That was subse
quently during the same year disposed of 
in the following manner :-August 26, freight 
and diamond drills, £47 6s, 4d. ; September 
2, diamond drill, &c., £33G Gs. 6d. ; Septem
ber fl, diamond drill, £!132 Os. 7d. ; Sep
tember 23, freight and diamond drill, £5 
1s. lld. ; September 30, tin-mining company, 
Stanthorpe, £16 lf)s 1d. : total, £1337 3s, lld. 
Deduct this expenditure of £1,337 3s. lld. from 
the unexpended balance of £G, 669, and a balance 
of £f>,331 19s. 9d. remains. This sum was not 
allowed to lapse, but it was carried forward, so 
that when the vote in 1886-7 of £3,000 for loans 
in aid of deep sinking was passed, there was also 
the balance of £5,331 1Hs, 9d, from the vote of 
the previous year available-altogether £10,331 
19s. 9d, That sum has•'been expended in the 
following manner :-1886.-September 3, Stan
thorpe tin mines, £1319s. ; September 3, diamond 
drills, £6 19s. 3d.; September 11, fuel for 
diamond drill at Wide Bay, £7 16s. ; October 
14, Great Monkland, Gympie, £170 10s, ; 
October 20, diamond drill, 10s, ; November 6, 

Gym pie, £22fi; November 6, Stanthorpe, £5; 
November 17, Stanthorpe, £47 6s. lld.; Decem
ber 9, Great .Monkland, Gympie, £202 10s. ; 
December 9, P. C., Norton Diggings, £48; 
December 17, \Velcome Reef, J\,lorinish, £238. 
1887 : January 7, Comrni&,ion to 1\Ir. falmer, 
superintending construction of drills at lHel
bonrne, £200; January 28, N orton JJiggings, 
£62; Febrlmry 18, Gym pie Great Monkland, 
£225 ; March 4, Stanthorpe, £47 13s. 9d.; J\Iay 
12, Great Monkland, Gympie, £187 10s.; Mny 
12, London Gold Mining Company, Gympie, 
£20; June 28, Advance lleef, Norton Diggings, 
£16 ; J·une 30, Hit or Miss, Crocodile Creek, 
£322; July 8, Great Monk land, Gympie, £28.~; 
.Tuly 8, Prospecting Association, Bowen, £60; 
July 22, diamonds for diamond drill at Mount 
Morgan, £113 15s.; August 12, white lead for 
drill, 12s. Sd.; September 2\J, Great Monk
land, Gympie, £262 10s. : total, £2,76712s. 7d. 
The unexpended balance of £7,5G4 7s. 2d. lapsed. 
Of the whole amount expended the sum of £60 
only was spent in the North. When the subject 
came before the House last year great objection was 
t"ken to the fact that large sums of money were 
placed on the Estimates by the Gov-ernment 
for prospecting purposes, and that they were 
allowed to lapse at the end of the yeer or were 
Cc;.rried forward on the Estimates to the follow
ing ye.1r. The Government in this way trerrted 
the mining industry very unfairly, and of the 
small amount expended an exceptionally small 
sum was spent in the North, as I have shown 
by the figures which I have read to the House. 
Out of £10,331 Uis. 9d., only £2,767 12s. 7d. has 
been spent in' the whole colony, and out of that 
£2,767 12s. 7cl. only £60 has been spent in the 
northern portion of Queensland, It seems a 
farce to put large sums of money on the Esti
mates for that purpose and not spend them. It 
must also be remembered that when the imposi
tion of a tax on machinery was proposed, one 
argument used in favour of it was th>~t the Gov
ernment would put an equally large sum on the 
Estimates fur prospecting purposes. But they have 
not put on an equally large sum, because £14,000 
was realised last year from the machinery tax, 
while only £10,300 was put on the Estimates 
for prospecting purposes, of which, as I have 
said, only £60 was spent last year in Northern 
Queensland, and only £2,700 in the entire colony. 
And, at the same time, the Government are 
reducing the paltry vote to one-third-namely, 
£2,000 a year-which has hitherto been spent 
in the North on excepted roads to develop the 
mines; in fact, the mining interests are being 
attacked in every possible way by the present 
Government, My object in moving the adjourn
ment is to have these facts placed on record, to 
enable the miners to see how their interests are 
being neglected by the present Government. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said: Mr. Speaker,-I will 
take ad vantage of the motion to bring a matter 
under the notice of the Minister for \Vorks. 
Some four years ago the Government of the day 
--I think it was the late Government-took over 
from the South Brisbane Railway contractor 
his work, and, at the same time, all the 
material and plant on Lhe works, having taken 
an inventory of them. \Vhen the work was 
completed there was something like £1,150 due 
to the contractor, which was paid. He has 
made application on several occasions for a list 
of the plant that wn.s taken from him. The J<]ngi
neer promised it from time to time, and when I 
called upon the Engineer-in-Chief, he also pro· 
mised methathewould havealistofitmade out and 
handed over. Mr. \Vockner came to Brisbane to 
get the list, bnt for some reason they declined to 
give it to him, They told him he could go and 
take the plant he could find there. He found 
some of it and took it away. But a very large 
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portion of it wa~ missing. It is a very hard 
thing when a contractor's' plant has been takAn 
away from him in that w'1y, and when, after all, 
there was a certain sum of money coming to him, 
that the Government will not consent to return 
the nlant which thev took "wav from him. I 
specittlly ask the Minister for \Vorks to inquire 
into this matter, hecanYe it is no use either Mr. 
"!Vo9kner or myself :tpplying to the Engineer for 
JUstice. 

The MINI8'1'ER FOR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I will make the nece,.;arv inquiries, so 
as to give the hon. member the information he 
desires. 

Question-That the House do now adjourn-· put 
and negatived. 

W ARWIOK TO THANE'S CREEK 
RAILWAY. 

On this Order of the Dav being read, the House 
went into committee for the consideration of the 
following resolutions:-

1. That the House approves of the -plan. section, and 
book of reference of the proposed railway· from ·warwicl\: 
to T~ane's Creek. in length 24 miles 50 chains 50 links. 
as lmd nnon the table of the House on the 23rd daY of 
September, 18S7. · 

2. That the plan. section, and book of rP.ference he 
forwarded to the r_.egislative Council, for their approval, 
bv message in the usual form. 

Mr. BLACK said they had the honour to see 
the Chairman (Mr. Foote) in the chair for the 
first, hut not, he hoped, the last time. But he 
should like to have a little information from the 
Premier as to how he had been placed in that 
po,ition. They had hitherto been accustomed to 
see a gentleman in the chair who had filled it 
worthily and with crectit, and who was, elevated 
to that position by a vote of the House at the 
commencement of P:trli>tment. He wished 
to know from the Premier what was the 
mode of procedure usually adopted in cases 
where, owing to a lengthenect sitting, the 
Chairman might be considered entitled to 
that rest which other hon. members could take 
when they felt a little weary. It struck him 
that in a case of that kind, when a substitute 
had to be appointed, a vote of the Honse should 
he taken up<>n it. He was not in any way 
deprecating the hon. member's presence in the 
chair, because he knew it would be filled ahlv 
and impartially. He simply wanted a littie 
information as to the mode of procedure hy 
which he had been moved to occupy that 
honourable position. 

The PRE:MIER said that if the hon. member 
had been in his place in the afternoon, when the 
Chairman was ordered to take the chair for the 
day in the absence of Mr. Fraser, he would have 
had no need to !tsk the question ; as he would 
have heard the Speaker point out that the prac
tice of the Imperial Parliament was when in 
consequence of illness the Chairman of Com
mittees was unable to take his seat, and it was 
necessary to appoint someone to fill his place for 
the day, fnr the leader of the House to name a 
member of the House whom he desired to take the 
chair, and he was thereupon appointed by the 
House. If it was done before the House resolved 
itself into committee, it was done by motion, and 
disposed of at once. If it was done in conse· 
quence of a protracted sitting, and the Chairman 
being unable to remain any longer in the chair, 
the. Speaker resumed the chair, and the motion 
was made. That was the practice ; and that 
was the practice that had been followed that 
afternoon, which the hon. memher would have 
seen if he had been present. He (the Premier) 
moved that, in the absence of Mr. Fraser, the 
hon. meiJJ.ber who then occupied the chair 

should act as Chairman. He wished before he 
sat down to do what he did not very often do, 
that was to refer to a statement in the Press. 
He saw in a paper puhlished that evening a 
paragraph stating:-

"The following m·e the new Standing- Orders which 
jt. is g-enm·allY believed in the Assernblv the Premier 
will ftttempt 'to apply to the opposition· to the Thane's 
Cre<:.k Railway." ' 

Then followed three paragraphs. Now, a thing 
might be "generally believed" for many reasons, 
but first of all there must be somebody who had 
made the statement. He desired to say that who
ever made that statement, which was "generally 
believed "-he did not believe it was "generally 
believed," it must h:tve been an extremely par
tial belief-whoever had made the statement 
from which that inference was drawn was a 
deliberate liar. He could use no more proper 
language to exnress it. There w:ts :thsolutely no 
foundation for any such statement. It was 
absolntelv false and unfmmded. It w;cs a state
mc,nt made simply for the purpose of damaging· 
the Government, an.d had absolutely no foun· 
dation whatever. Somebody had made that 
statement, he a88umed, and had induced some 
persons to believe in it. He knew pretty well 
the source from which most of the falsehoods 
circulated about the Government emanated. 
\Vhetheritcamefrom that particular wurce he did 
not know, but wherever the source it had absolutely 
no foundation. The rules hid down there were 
simply absurd. The idea of anyone who wanted 
to enforce the cl6ture proposing that there must 
he at least forty m em hers in favour of it in a 
House of fifty-nine ! The person who framed that 
must be a lunatic. He had never seen those 
rules before, or if he had seen them it must have 
been in the Press as rel:tting to what was done in 
some other country. He protested against such 
statements heing introduced into any paper, when 
there was no foundation for dreaming even th!tt 
he ever proposed to do anything of the kind. 

:M:r. BLACK said he was verv glad to have 
heard the explanation of the Chief Secretary 
as to the mode of procedure by which the Chair
man had been placed in the chair. He could 
excuse the irritability which tho hon. genleman 
had shown in consequence of his having had the 
audacity to trouhle him to give the information 
which he had just given. The hon. gentleman, 
however, must hc·or in wind that the fact of his 
absence from that Committee last evening was, 
perhaps, to a certain extent justifiable, While 
he was performing his duty to the country and 
his constituency last night, the hon. leader of 
the Government deserted his party at a time 
when they were most in need of his services 
and went quietlY home to bed-at least he 
assumed that he" went to bed. The Chairman, 
who was present last night, must have seen the 
humiliating and deplorable position in which 
the Government were placed by the absence of 
the only member of the party who was at all 
able to conduct the affairs of that House or 
the country. 

The Ho"'. J. M. MACROSSAN : The Govern· 
ment were away. 

Mr. BLACK said he would accept the sugges
tion of the hon. member for Townsville, and say 
"the Government were away." They deserted 
their post last night, and a few subordinates, 
who, with the assistance of the under secretaries 
of the departments, did carry out some minor 
details in the administration of the affairs of the 
country, were all that were left in that Chamber 
to represent the Government, when a most 
important matter was under discussion. In 
connection with the paragraph in the paper to 
which the Premier refe1Ted, about the proposals, 
Qr supposed intention3, of the Government to 
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introduce cl6ture into that Chamber, he had seen 
the article, he thought, in the Telegmph news
paper of that night. 

The PREMIER : I saw it in the Obse1·ver. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: Not in the hon. gentle

man's own newspaper. 
Mr. BLACK said, as they were aware, there 

was a good deal of jealousy between the pro
prietors of rival newspapers, and he had no 
doubt that a great deal of the irritrttion which 
the Premier had shown :1rose from the fact that 
a paper, which was a rival of his own, had 
obtained information before he thought fit to 
give it to his own p:1per. That was the only 
justification, to his mind, of the hon. gentlenmn 
for the very strong bngnage he used in 
denouncing somebody _, language which he 
certainly thought was not parliamentary-call
ing somebody a liar; and he r~6Tetted very 
much that the Chairman, on the first occa
sion of his occupying that chair, had not called 
the hon. gentleman to order after using language 
in that Chamber which, CQming from him, he 
could not but describe-to put it mildly-as 
extremely disgraceful. The hon. gentleman had 
tried to gag that Committee-that was the plain 
English of the word "cloture," and, he believed. 
a much more expressive one. Whether the hon. 
gentleman did intend to attempt to gag them of 
course he could not say; but he had slight reason 
to believe that he was very nearly doing it on a very 
recent occasion ; that he was quite prepared 
to do so; and if it had been carried out the 
Chairman in particular and his constituency 
would have been amongst those who were 
likely to be most affected by it. The Chief 
Secretary had referred to the impracticability 
af the cloture as described in the Observe?· 
that night. He (Yfr. Black) thought whoever 
wrote that article in the Observer had pro
bably copied it verbatim from the English 
Act. He thought he was right in saying that 
the English Act provided for a majority of forty. 
Of couroe, not being in the Premier's confidence, 
he was unable to say what the number was he 
proposed to introduce; but he thought forty 
would be a very suitable number. If the hon. 
gentleman did attempt to put the gag on the 
House, he thought it would be only fair that he 
should secure a majoritv of fortv to do it. The 
hon. gentleman had rather ridiculed the idea of 
forty, and he would ask him what number he 
intended to propose, because, if it were a majority 
of a smaller number th1tn that, he thought any 
attempt to introduce thecl6turewould be attended 
with very great danger to the privileges of that 
Chamber and the interests of the country. 
However, he would not occupy the time of the 
Committee longer. He had no doubt the Gov
ernment did intend that night to do what they 
failed to do so signally last night-that was, to 
give some idea of what their intention was in 
connection with the special notice of motion 
which they had then under discussion. If the 
Government did intend to introduce the very 
obnoxious principle of the gag, hon. members 
would know what to do, and to what extent 
to adopt the present proceedings in connection 
with that new and aggressive measure to which 
the Premier had referred. 

The PREMIER: What is that ? 
Mr. BLACK: The gag, to which the hon. 

member referred when he called attention to the 
paragraph in the Observer. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said he did not intend 
to assist in stonewalling ; he merely rose to say a 
few words in reference to the paragraph read 'by 
the Premier. Its appearance in the Observer did 
not surprise him after the address from the hon. 
member for Townsvil!e on the subject at an 

early hour that morning. The hon. member 
said there was a whisper all about-in the 
library, in the lobbies, and even outside the 
precincts of the House-that such a thing as the 
cloture was to be enforced, and that he had been 
informed that it had been intended to enforce 
it in connection with the stonewalling on the 
part of the \Vest Moreton members. He (Mr. 
Macfarlane) did not believe there was any inten
tion on the part of the Government to enforce 
the cl6ture, either on the present or on the pre
vious occasion. The hon. member for Townsville 
assumed a new role that morning. After speaking 
on various matters he informed the Committee 
that he had peeped under the cloak of the one
man Government-he had lifted the cloak-and 
seen underneath. The hon. member with his 
omniscient eye professed to ha,·e been able to 
see the thoughts and feelings of the one-man 
Government ; and had told hon. members 
that there was very little humanity underneath. 
He (Mr. Macfarlane) gave the hon. member 
credit for always being able to make out a plau
sible case-,the hon. member could sometimes 
make white look black, and black look white 

but he thought it his duty to say that any 
remarks made in that Chamber in the morning 
they need not be surprised to see mentioned in 
the afternoon Press of the same day. 

Mr. DICKSON said he was not surprised at the 
Premier calling attention to the matter, but he 
thought the hon. member had saddled the wrong 
horse, because the Obse?Terwas by no means the first 
to inform hon. members of the intentions of the 
Government. Hon. members had heard that 
morning, from the hon. member for North Bris
bane, a speech unprecedented in that Chamber 
-a speech which had elicited from him the inter
jection, "Never hit a man behind his bark." 
The hon. member for Townsville thought at 
the time that the interjection was directed 
at him, but it was uttered in consequence of the 
unjustifiable attack made by the hon. member 
for North Brisbane on the Premier who was 
absent. 'l'hongh he differed from the Premier 
and the Minister for 'Works, he (Mr. Dickson) 
spoke to them face to face and not behind their 
backs, and he was surprised that a gentleman 
who had thoroughly supported them, had most 
obsequiously supported the Premier and the 
Government hitherto, should have turned round 
on the Premier during his temporary absence 
that morning in such an astonishing manner. 
That hon. member called the Government a one
man Government, and pointed out that the 
Premier assumed the role of a melodramatic 
hero draped in a long robe, under which he 
concealed dynamite and other instruments of 
destruction. 

Mr. W. BROOKES: No! 
Mr. DICKSON said the hon. member stated 

that underneath that robe were instruments of 
destruction, and that there was one il'stru
rnent of a most nefarious character which he had 
not revealed even to his colleagues ; and then he 
added-he did the hon. member the justice to 
admit that he did not say it was positively 
intended, but that he had learned the in
tention confidentially-that he believed that 
the Premier intended to proceed with the 
cl6ture. The hon. member referred to it as having 
been formulated on account of the position taken 
up hy the West Moreton members with regard 
to the Redistribution Bill, and said he had no 
doubt that it was to be applied to the discussion 
on the Thane's Creek railway. Whatever sus
picion the Committee might have concerning 
the rumour that the cl6ture was to be 
applied to the debate, there was no doubt that 
the speech of the hon. memberfor North Bris
bane, Mr, Brookes, gave rise to that rumour 
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primarily; therefore he did n,>t think the Premier 
was right in attributing, to the Opposition at any 
rate, that they had been the first to insinuate 
that the hon. gentleman intended to proceed in 
the manner suggested. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he thought the remarks 
made by the hon. member for Enoggera with 
regard to the hon. member for North Brisbane 
were quite uncalled for. 

Mr. DICKSON: Very true, though. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. gentleman 

might say they were very true, but he might be 
allowed to state his reasons for differing from 
him. The hon. member had stated that the hon. 
member for North Brisbane stabbed or struck 
at the Premier behind his back. Why did he 
strike him b~hind hi• back ? Because the Pre
mier showed his back-that was the only part 
exposed. If the Premier was to be allowed 
to run away and bolt on any occasion he 
chose, was it to be called stabbing him be
hind his back because he was not present? 
The Premier had as great, or a greater, duty to 
perform in that Committee than any other mem
ber of it, and if they were debarred from com
menting upon the conduct of that gentleman 
because he did not choose to be present, all he 
had to do was to continually absent himself, and 
then say that anyone who· commented upon his 
conduct was stabbing him behind his bn,ck. The 
thing was too absurd to require any further 
comment on his part, and he would leave the 
hon. gentleman in the hn,nds of n, gentleman who 
was rtuite able and willing and competent to deal 
with him, and that was the hon. junior member 
for North Brisbane, Mr. \V. Brookes. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said in one of the late 
Charles Dickens's most interesting novels, there 
was a character so well drawn that it had excited 
the admiration of the whole world. The book he 
referred to was "Martin Chuzzlewit." It was a 
long time since he had read it; but he remembered 
that one character-a masterly delineation of a 
snob and hypocrite-had struck him very forcibly. 
That gentleman's name was Pecksniff, and his 
peculiarity was that while professing to know a 
great deal he knew very little. He called him
self a land surveyor, because out of his window 
he saw a great extent of country, but he was 
also distinguished by another characteristic, 
and that was, when he had a simple thing 
to say he used a large amount of ver
bosity and circumlocution. A common phrase 
of his was "a really sound national policy." He 
believed in big things. Anything in the direc· 
tion of frugality-anything that looked like a 
wish to make two ends meet, and not to go into 
debt-was enough to call from him the most 
pharisaical expressions of deep abhorrence. 
Although there was no other character, at all 
events in that interesting work of fiction, 
approaching him in the piquancy with which it 
W9.S sketched, there was one feature of his charac
ter upon which he ought to say one word, and that 
was, that while he presented one side to the world 
he was quite another man to those who actually 
knew him-just as though he had posed as being 
a financier able to teach the Rothschilds, when 
the fact of the matter was, he could hardly add 
up an ordinary column of figures. Then there 
was another feature in his character, and that 
was, that when he thought a charge against a 

.person of stabbing him behind the back could be 
established, he thought his own character for 
virtue was based upon a foundation of adamant. 
The fact was, that such a reputation as Charles 
Dickens described had been established by 
the sole and single means of jumping on 
other people's shoulders. There was no per
sonal merit in the man at all. He was, to 
use a concise word, a consummate impostor. 

Now, he (Mr. Brookes) had described a character 
which he supposed Dickens must have seen the 
ideal of, and the queetion suggested itself, had 
Charles Dickens ever visited Queensland? He 
did not know that he ever had, but the photograph 
which Dickens had drawn of that eminent man 
certainly re,em bled some people he (:Mr. Brookes) 
had seen in his life in Queensland very much. 
He had seen many Pecksniffs, and he had a 
gentleman in his mind now who really approached 
more nearly the picture Charles Dickens drew than 
any other i)erson he had ever met in his life. He 
should not tell them who it was; he should keep 
that a profound secret. But passing on to the 
speech which had been delivered by the ex
Treasurer-the Committee knew whom he was 
talking about now-the secessionist-the man who 
left his friends when they most needed him, 
and when no other man would have left his' 
friends--

Mr. DICKSON: Not if he had changed his 
opinions? 

:Mr. BROOK~S: He appeared tohavehastened 
his departure because the Premier's discovery of 
his real quality as a Treasurer seemed to be 
nigh at hand. \Vhat he was going to say was 
that ever since that hon. member's re-appear
ance in the House--

:Mr. DICKSON: No thanks to you for it. 
Mr. BROOKES: Did hon. members now see 

any trace of Charles Dickens? Ever since the 
hon. member made his re-appeaTance in the 
House, he had been pursuing him (Mr. Brookes) 
with such small ability as nature had endowed 
him with, because he had called him, at a public 
meeting at Heel Hill, a "flabby politician." 
That was a sin against the holy financier which 
could not be forgiven. Was it egotism for him 
to say that every speech the hon. member had 
delivered in the House had corroborated his 
OlJinion? It was a particularly true and applic
able epithet to apply to the hon. member, and 
he thought so still, for a more boneless Treasurer 
the world had never seen outside of a circus. 
Now, the hon. member had stated broadly, with 
all the courage of a pot-lion, that he (:MT. 
Bruokes) had struck the Premier behind his back. 
The Premier was a gentleman who, he was sure, 
would not believe that, whoever said it, especially 
coming from such a decayed authority as the 
person who left him in his need. Now, what 
were the facts of the case? He (Mr. Brookes) 
happened to speak fiTSt that morning, but he did 
not know that his speech "as not reported. He 
knew, of course, that the Premier was absent, 
because he could not see him in his place, 
but when he said what he had, he had the 
certain and distinct conviction that the Premier 
would read it in to-morrow's Hanscw-d. Now, 
he really treated that remark as the idle wind, 
because the hon. member who uttered it was 
very little else hut wind. His verbosity had often 
afforded him (Mr. Brookes) an immense amount 
of amusement, but his verbosity and circum
locution seemed to resolve themselves into 
nothing but flatulency. And when a member 
cast out firebrands in this way, what was it to 
him what erroneous assertions he made? It 
mattered nothing if he only injured and de
graded him (Mr. Brookes) in the eyes of the 
House and the public. 

Mr. DICKSON: I do not want to degrade you 
or any other man. 

Mr. BROOKES said he did not believe 
the hon. gentleman knew what he wanted. 
That was his private opinion. The hon. mem
ber for Town$ville, the hon. gentleman 
went on to say, followed in the same track 
that he had been pursuing, by having some
thing to sa.y about the cl6ture. So he did, 
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and he (Mr. Brookes) was the first to mention the 
cl6ture, and why did he mention it? How did he 
get to know of it? Was there any hon. gentle
man believed that he invented it? What object 
could he have in view in inventing such a 
thing? ·when he first heard the cl6ture men
tioned it was with quite a shudder, to think that 
a Queensland House of Assembly, after the first 
twenty-five years of its existence, should be so 
hard prPssed to pass its measures as to find it 
necessary to have even mention made of the cloture. 
~ut he had very good grounds for believing that 
Jt would be introduced. It was very well known ; 
there was no secrecy about the cl6ture having 
been mentioned as a possible political instru
ment of torture, which was to be applied to the 
\Vest Moreton members if they did not 
behave themselves and come to heel like 
-so many hounds. That was what he had 
in view, but, of course, he was not dealing 
with the simple fact. He wanted to assert that 
it was not his invention, and the hon. member 
for Townsville was perfectly right when he said 
it wao whispered in the lobbies, in the refresh
ment-room, in tha library, and in the corridors, 
and, of course, everyone seemed to know some
thing about it except the Minister for Works, 
who assumed a virtuous innocence and ignorance 
which he did not believe he posse£sed. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : He ad
mitted he had seen it. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I said I had 
heard of it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Did the hon. gentleman 
ever see the resolutions? 

The MINISTER J!'OR WORKS: No. 
Mr. W. BROOKES said he did go so far as to 

say that it had been seen in manuscript. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The 

leader ofthe Opposition said so. 
Mr. \V. BROOKES said, should he challenge 

the hon. gentleman to say whether he had 
heard of the cl6tnre being in manuscript and 
had not seen it? No, he would not complicate 
matter~. He would confine himself--

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS : I have 
never seen it in manuscript. 

Mr. \V. BROOKES said he would confine him 
self to what seemed to be at present a perfect bonne 
bouche in the ex-Treasurer, and he should not 
leave him until he had plucked a few of his tail 
feathers out. That hon. member had commenced 
his speech by criticising him. He said he had 
drawn a very gloomy picture of the financial state 
of the colony, but if he (:Yir. Brookes) had been 
pessimist the hon. member for Enoggera 
at once became optimist, and went on with 
a lot of most extraordinary statements. The 
hon. gentleman always employed the same 
phrase. They would find it in every speech he ever 
made. " If'he thought the line was not part of 
a national policy he would not have supported it." 
"What did he mean by a. "national policv?" 
\Vas it because the hon. member four years· ago 
was a consenting party to approving of a loan 
of £10,000,000-although of all men in the House, 
of all men in the colony, he ought to be the 
very one who should be q nick to ascertain the 
changesin the commercial and financial atmosphere 
-althou"h he ought to be quick in grasping those 
things, as a good barometer indicated the atmos
pheric changes--yet the hon. member seemed to 
think that because a certain policy was announced, 
like the laws of the Medes and Persians, it per
mitted of no change in the year 1887, or three 
years after. The hon. gentleman as good as 
asserted that anyone who recommended the 
principle of rest and be thankful-anyone who 
counselled such a thing as that must he wrong. 
He was the gentleman who advised now in diffi-

cult times a headlong policy, going at the same 
pace when breakers were ahead and the leadsman 
showed that the water was getting shallower and 
shallower. The man who gave that a:lvice had 
been for several years Colonial Treasurer, and he 
(Mr. Brookes) would ask, did not that show why 
they were in the shallows, with such a man to take 
the sounc1ings; was it not a wonder that the good 
ship Queensland had not been in the gravel long ago? 
Then the hon. member went on to speak as though 
he were a leading commercial authority and pre
sumed to act the "heavy father," and gave him 
some very solic1 advice, and to describe him as a 
person who hardly knew his right hand from his 
left, and was not worth listening to upon a matter 
so deeply affecting the country and the com
mercial welfare of Brisbane. The hon. mem
ber seemed to think he knew more about 
the c;ommercial welfare of Brisbane than he 
(Mr. Brookes) did. He was not going to 
measure swords with the hon. member as to their 
commercial capacity, but if the hon. member 
knew more of the subject he would have been more 
modest. Those who knew something of a sub
ject, and whose advice was most valuable, did 
not continually advertise themselves like so 
mnch Holloway's ointment, but they held back. 
The hon. member used a most extrayagant 
and extraordinary argument. Because he disap
proved of an expenditure which would commit a 
colony without a shilling to bless itself with
that seemed extravagant, but the hon. mem
ber for Townsville made it clear that morning 
that when they paid their debts at the end of next 
June there would be a deficit. The hon. member 
for Enoggera hac1 given expression to some 
dreams he had about the immense value of 
the border trade that would result from the 
construction of the proposed line. It had been 
shown that the line passed through an 
immense length of bad land, and would cost 
at the least £1,100,000; and because he (Mr. 
Brookes) could not see the very small amount 
of trade which would result from the formation 
of that line, in contrast with its enormous 
cost-because he did not· see that that would 
make the fortunes of the merchants of Bris
bane, and because he did not see that that 
would appreciably and perceptibly increase 
the trade of the Brisbane shopkeepers, he was 
blind. \Vhat was the reason he did not see it? 
Because there was actually nothing there to see. 
On the best investigation he had been able to 
give that subject, he found that all the dreams 
ahont the value of that border trade were 
really imaginative; but the actual cost was 
certain- at least, £1,100,000. All the evi
dence led to that. They had only to look at 
the engineer's estimate, and, as the hon. member 
for Townsville had said, the estimate of the engi
neer might be Bafely doubled, and they would 
then be within the mark. He had not intended to 
occupy the time of the Committee that night, nor 
did he dream he would have to take up the time he 
had taken, but when he found a gentleman who 
had been a Minister of the Crown-a miserable 
retreater--a person who backed out from a 
situation he never conld fill-though that 
had made him feel thankful-but even a dog 
might run away, but he did not like to see a 
dog run away with his tail between his legs. 
There was a time for everything, even to secede 
from a Government. It was not an unknown 
circumstance for a Minister of the Crown to 
differ from his colleagues. Lords Carnanon and 
Derby had done that at home, but how had 
they done it? Not by fouling the nest they 
were just leaving. They took care to leave their 
offices clean, stt·aight, and orderly, and every
thing was to be found that was required. Was 
that the case in the instance before them? 

Mr. DICKSON: It was undoubtedly the case, 



Wartoick to [:3 NOVEMBER.] Thane' s Creek :Railway. 1409 

Mr. W. BROOKES: Did they not hear 
excuses offered by the Premier that whenever he 
went to the office he could not find this and 
the other? Time would only widen the dis
coveries, and they woul<l find that the extrav~t
g:1nce of the Government-the extrava~;ance 
which had been alleged against them-the~t ccre
lessness of the v cllue of money, which was the 
very worHt kind of carelessness-·for a m:tn might 
be careless of his own tnoney and inj Llfe him-;elf, 
but when a n1an W::tB careleH.s of borrowed nwney 
he was on the way to gaol ; they would 
find that that extra' agance was canse'i by a 
person whom the Premier implicitly trusted 
as his brother ::\Iinister; and not only would 
the Premier find that, as time advanced, but thcl 
public would find akJ that from the first day 
the late Colonial Tre:,mrer was Colonial 'rrea
surer there had been a le>tka;(e, and :1 gnmt and 
lamentable want of that financial care and skill 
which the bte Colonial Treasm-er always as
sultled to be possessed of, r~nd which, if he did 
not po.;;sess, left the hon. gentlemtm in a posi
tion which he could hardly de ;cri be. 

Mr. DICKSON said that the hnn. gentleman 
had indulged in a tirade of vituperation which 
he did not think had ever been exc~lled in 
that House. He seemed to imagine that his 
(Yir. Dickson's) special mis,;ion here was, to use 
the hon. mernber's own words, to degTade hiln. 
Far be it from him to attempt to degrade the 
hon. member, or any other memLer of the Com
mittee. That was not his r6le, and he tduld not 
understand why the hon. gentleman should 
attribute to him a tendency to ignore his good 
qnalities because he chose, and hac! cho,;en, that 
evening, tu point out what he conceived to be the 
very extraordin,uy departure the hon. member 
made that day, and what he conceived to be also 
a very ungenerous departure in attacking a 
gentleman whom he had accepted as his 
leader, and attacking him in his abse.nce. 
Had the hon. member attacked the Premier 
when he was present, and announced his 
departure from his views, he could have under
stood it. But the hon. meml1er chose a most 
inopportune time for an attack, which was really 
unworthy of the hem. gentlemtm. The hon. 
member had chosen to say a great Lleal about the 
condition of the Tre•snry, and his (i\Ir. Dickson's) 
mismanagement of the department. He was quite 
prepared, whenever the Premier or the hon. 
member chose to enter upon a discussion of the 
affairs of the Treasury, to show the House and 
the country the affairs of the department which 
he undertook to conduct with the ad vice of the 
Government. He was not ashamed to enter into 
what took place there, and whatever charges of 
extravagance might be levelled against him in 
connection therewith, they had no fountlation 
whatever, and were only such as were generally 
made against the whole administration. How
ever, he wa-; not going to make an apol~,:;etic 
speech on the matter. He felt he bad clone his 
duty to t,he country and he was quite prepared 
to defend his administration of the Tre'tsnry, 
whenever the hon. member for North Briobane 
!VIr. Brookes, or the Premier might wish. The 
hon. member had endeavoured to show the 
extent of his reading by referrinf( to a well
known character from one of Charles Dickens's 
novels-Pecksniff-and no dnuht intended to 
convey the idea that he (Mr. Dickson) was the 
original of the picture. \V ell, he did not 
care what the hon. member might say of 
him, or with wh11t abuse the hon. member might 
try to bespatter him. \Vhen he parted from 
the Government on matters of public vo:icy
it was well known that there was no private 
feeling in the matter-the hon. member was one 
of the first to abuse and persecute him and to 
endeavour to induce the electors who had re-
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turned him for fourteen years to withdraw their 
confidence in him. The hon. member went out 
of hi8 wtty to do it, itinerating the electorate and 
using every n1eans in his power to discredit 
him with his electors. That w>ts an nnworthy 
thing to do, and he (Mr. lJickson) would have 
been perfectly justified had he expressed soreness 
in the matter ; but he did not feel any soreness, 
because he was a ware of the hon. member's 
eccentricities. However, if the hon. member 
chose to cross swords, he (:VIr. Dickson) was 
quite prepnrerl to cross swords with him. The 
hLm. member in drawing upon Charles Dicken8s 
novel had not q noted the words of the novelist, 
which might possibly have given the portrait 
greater :;igni.ficance, but had coined words 
for the occasion, adapting them to the 
position of an ex-Treasurer, and altogether 
surrounding the figure with embellishments and 
accompaniments noi strictly in keeping with the 
original portra,i t. Now, there was a rnan na1ned 
John Drvden wht> wrote some poetry about 200 
years ag;,, and if the hon. gentleman had ever 
read anv of the works of tlmt celebrated writer 
he wouid find words that exactly described him, 
2\Ir. Brookes. He would jmt quote six lines, 
and let the h<m. gentleman know that if he was 
inclined tr> go into English literature to vilify 
him (::\1r. Dickson), he aL;o could go there and find 
portrait' which perhaps might be a still more 
accurate representation of the hon. gentleman. 
He would rend whttt was s:tid of a very eminent 
l'ltatesman a.t horne, of a very vacillating and un
certain character 200 years ago :-

HA man so nn·ions that he seemed to be 
Xot one, but all mankind's epitome; 
Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong, 
1Vas eyerything by starts. and nothing long; 
But, in the course of one revolving moon, 
"~as chymist, fifldlcr, statesman, and buffoon." 

Mr. :'110REHEA.D: I think that is the 
highest compliment I ever heard paid to a 
member of this House. 

::\[r. CHUBB said that, after the discussion 
which had just taken place, it was, perhaps, as 
well to go Lnck to the question. He might tell 
the hon. member for North J3risb>tne, if he did 
not know it, that the quotation just delivered 
\va,s written re.,·.pecting a member of the aris~ 
tocracy-a great duke-so the hLm. member 
ought to feel highly complimcnted. He (Mr. 
Chubb) would have 'th0ught that, in the calm, 
cool homs which had elap~ecl since 12 o'clock, 
the Government would have considered the posi
tion, and have come to the conclusion that it wa.s 
utterly impossible for them to expect to pass 
that motion. It was well nnderstood that the 
rnotion was not going to pass, and, therefore, it 
see me l futile to waste the time and stamina 
of h<m. members in a vain effort. Those pro
ceedings proved to him more thr~n ever the 
mistake tha:t was m;1,cle in 188.! in passing 
the £10,000,000 loan. For his p;1,rt, he thought 
now it was a grettt mistake on the part of the 
Opposition that they did not then take the course 
they had tttken on the present occasion, and stone
wall that loan. The hem. gentleman who then 
le<l the Opposition prophesied what would happen. 
He told hon. members that the passing of 
that loan would hang millstones round their 
necks, deprive them of their freedom, and ham
per them in such a way that they would be 
unable to give an independent vote upon the 
subjects that came before them. In order to 
secure the support of hon. members, he believed 
there was a rail way proposed in almost every 
constituency of the colony except Enoggera. 
That was an unkinc! cut, but he suppnsed the 
exigencies of the times, and, perhaps, t?e insuf
ficiency of money prevented one bemg pro
posed for thnt particular locality. It might be 
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convenient, as hon. members seemed to be in a 
listening mood, to give a brief history of the 
£10,000,000 loan, with a view to applying the cir· 
cumstances to the particular que,tion before the 
Committee. The first reference to the introduc
tion of a large and unprecedented loan was in 
a speech made by the hon. gentleman now at 
the head of the Government, on the lOth 
January, 1884. He referred to the necessity for 
continuing the public works policy, and the 
liability of going upon the money market for a 
loan. He said :- · 

"\\re shall not, therefore, bring in a great Loan Bill 
or a great scheme of public wurks this session. \\'e 
have the fullest confidence in the borrmving powers of 
tlle colony. "'re do not belieYe that those powers arc 
in the slightest degree im11airnl. \Ye arc pcrfer~t1.r 
fnvare that many attempts have been uuulc in Grcnt 
Britain, in connection ·with eolonial loans of late to 
'bFU'' the ma1ket-somctimes appa..rwttly succe:.sfnl; 
but we ha Ye no doubt 'vhatc~ver that, if proper counsels 
are follmved in attempting to fioat loans in London, 
there \vill be no difficulty in the mUtter as long· as \VC 
satisfy thv lending public that our finances are in a 
sound condition." 

He would pause there to ask, were the finances 
in a sound condition at the present time ? 

"I trust that the scheme which we shall be in a 
position to bring forward in June will be of snch a 
nature as to give this satisfaction. 1Ve do intend to 
carry out our public works by loan and not by land 
grants, and we intend to L.ury them out as vigorously 
as they have ever been carried ont in the past. \V hen 
we ask to borrow money it will be fm· the plll'
pose of constructing railways, improving our har
bolU'S, the conservation of water in all parts of 
the eolony, and the extension of telegraph lines. 
w·ithout going into aetails, I may state that it is the 
intention of the Government, if they have the oppnr
tunity, to extend the trunk lines into the interior at a 
more rapid rate than has characterised that work during 
the last few years. 'Ve hope to extend each line at the 
rate of from fort:"~' to fift.Y n1ilcs a year, until they begin 
to realise that profit to the State \vhich I am satisfied 
they will do when they have got through tllc difficult 
country. A. further trunk line is a line from the Gulf 
to the interior, and early steps will be trtkcn for ascer
taining the best ronto for the cons.truction of it. 
With respect to coastal and branch rail\va:'I"S, we hope to 
be able to construct them at a.n equal rate of mileage 
per annum \vith the trunk lines. I need not indicate 
\vhat particular rnilways will be constructed, or which 
will be constructed first. Some have been rrlreacl~· 
authorised, and the neccStsit~v of otl.ers has been 
indicated by public opil'ion in the colony; hut as \VC 

are not in a position to propose a Loan Bill fr:>r tha,t 
purpose this session, the present is not the time to state 
what we intend to do in that direction." 

That was the first intimation they had that the 
Government intended to bring in a large loan 
proposal; but even there the amount was not 
stated-no information was given beyond the 
fact that it was to be a large Loan Bill. A few 
years before that, when the then Government, 
headed hy Sir Thomas Mcilwraith, proposed to 
bring in a£3,000,000 loan, it was objected to and 
criticised in the most powerful manner. It was 
said that the proposition was absurd-that it was 
too big a loan. Hon. members asked, why go in 
for £3,000,000; why not borrow as much as was 
required from time to time ? But circumstances 
altered cases. As soon as they changed from the 
Opposition side to the Government benches they 
out-heroded Herod,and brought in a more S]Jirited, 
more extensive, more far-reaching loan than Lheir 
predecessors. Po--sibly if the late Government 
had proposed a .£10, 000,000 loan the present 
Administration would have tried to cap it with a 
£20,000,000 loan. During the electioneering 
campaign that took place before that, the country 
was not told that that enormou.s £10,000,000 loan 
was to be introduced. They were simply told 
that the public works would be pushed on 
vigorously. It was not till the second session of 
the present Parliament that the Government 
disclosed their scheme in all its details. That 

was referred to in His Excellency's Speech at 
the opening of Parliament in the following 
words:--

,, ~Iy Gm·ernment are fully impressed with the neces
sity or early and vigorous action in carrying out railways 
and other public works, and are confident that the 
resources and credit of the colony are such as to war
rant the incuning of all necessa-r~, obligations for that 
purpose. You will aceordingl:'l' be asked to make pro
vbion by way of loan for the further extension of trunk 
lines of railway into the interior, and fol' the construc
tion of a line of railway bet\veen Cloncurry and the Gulf 
of Carpoutaria, ns well as for the con.struction and 
extension of other lines in the more settled districts, tlle 
exten~ion of electric tclPgmphs, the improvement of 
harbonrs and rivers, and other worl{S of public utility." 

That was in July, 1884, and that was the only 
intimation then of the nature and extent of the 
intendecllmtn proposals of the Governm8nt. In 
the debate on the Addreos in Reply, the hon. 
member for Townsville, :Mr. l\IacroRRan, referred 
to that paragraph of the Speech and said :-

" ·w"e m·e told that the Government are fully 
impresst cl with the ncce.:.F>ity of L1rly and vigo1 ons 
action in canying out railways and other public works. 
I am very glad to hear it. There have been times in the 
hh"tory of the party opposite wllen they were not 
impressed with that necessity, nncl I am glad they have 
been converted to the _volicy of the late Government, 
,vhieh was a vigorou~ pnhlic works policy. '!'hey tell ns 
also that they are going to build a railway from ~ome 
port on the Gnlf of Ca.rpentaria-tlw port is not stated, 
though thn Premier gaye an explanation yesterday-to 
Cloncnrry, a distance of between 250 and 300 miles." 

That was to be a trunk line to supersede the 
transcontinental line ]Jropo-"ed by their prede· 
cessors, but it had not been commenced yet. 
After that Minister,, in the conr"e of their visits 
to different parts of the colony made spe,eches at 
various places, in which they announced the 
great policy they were going- to bring forward. 
It was to be a Loan Bill, and a Land Bill which 
was to provide revenue to pay the interest on 
loans. 

The Hox. J. }1. MACROSSAN called atten
tion to the state of the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 
J\Ir. CHUBB said that }finisters, in addressing 

the constituents in different parts of the colony, 
stated that they were going to bring forward a 
I,oan Bill and a Land Bill of such a revolutionary 
character that it would hring in such an enormous 
revenue that the interest on the cost of public 
works would weigh no more than a feather on the 
hack of the people of the colony. They knew what 
it weighed now. It weighed £850,000 per annum, 
and when the balance of the ten millions was 
borrowed and spent, it would beovera millionster· 
ling a year, and as far as they could see at present 
there were no means by which that amount of 
interest was going to be met by increaHed revenue 
from the Land Act. The Land Act had enough 
to do to pay its own working expenses. tlo 
much for the keynote which was sounded in 
regard to the introduction of the great scheme of 
financial progress which was to mHk the era of 
office of the preqent Government. The Loan 
Estimates were tabled bY the Colonial Treasurer 
in X ovember, 1884, and a financial statement 
was made in respect of it in December. The 
language used on that occasion by the hon. 
gentleman who was in charge of the finances of 
the colony was of the most exaggerated description. 
It was coloured in the highest degree, according 
to subsequent events. Of course it was very 
easy to be wise after the event. tltill, those were 
the aspirations of the hon. gentleman; those 
were the inducements which were held out to the 
House to accept that loan. He might here say 
that hon. members on that side of the House 
consistently and persiRtentlyopposed not only the 
loan, but the greater portion of the appropria
tion of it when it came before the House in 
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:ndividual votes. He would read what the hon. 
,;entleman said on the occasion of moving the 
Loan Estimates:-

"In moving the resolution to go into f'ommittee of 
Supply, I propose to make a few remarks on the Lof-Ln 
Estimates for 1881<-85, which I have the gratific:-ttion to 
submit to the House. These Estimates embrace an 
amount surpassing in magnitude any previous loan 
}Jroposal; but which is, I coefiflentdv assert, such as the 
circumstances of the colony demaiid, and its finandal 
position and credit enable it to su~ta.in. The colony 
may be likened unto a man commencing bnsine.:;s with 
small means, who has inheritFd large ~ourccs of mate
rial wealth, undeveloped through lack or capital, mis
trust of investor~. or want of a market, having but a 
small amount of ready money, a.ucl Ct{1Utlly re'Jtricted 
credit, has; at length surmounted prclilninar~' dillienlties, 
and hc'lving \Yisel_\' cons<7rved his cn.llit. aml duly di"
chargcd, a~ they matured, his oblig-ations. tinll~ llim~':lf 
in a po~ition to make un\vontell nse of hbgood name, and 
with such extended credit to ail'ord nnprceedcut.;>len.cott
ragemcnt to the further antl fuller development of his 
gre!lt n:.ttura1 SOUl'CeS Of wealth. rl'hat th81H2~ent time is 
opportune fo1· availing onrselve· of the erudit of the 
colony to an unprccetlentc(U~, lrLrgc extent is not only 
judicious, but I contend, absolutel,\' ne,-:essary. Unfor
tunately, through abnormally seyere seasons which 
have prevailed throngllont An~tralia, one at lr-·1st of our 
great 11ational and 11roducing industries has be.~n 
severely smitten. The great pa,.toral industry Df An:il
tl·alia. continuously demands aucl reeeive;;; the 
support of a larg'e llrO)Jortion of the capital pas 
~;essed by our finanrial in~titutions; awl nlthou~h 
I have no doubt that, with a return of favour
able sea,ons, the pastoral industry must speedily 
assume largely increased e'\ tent anLl 11rospcrity, 
yet it is not too much to opine that, owing to 
the cause aforesaid. finnncial nurture may for the 
pre::;ent be slightly retarded. In addition, it may be 
pointed. out that the expenditure of our several pastoral 
est>tblishlnents in the employment of labonr, suvpli.CR 
of stores, and construction of improvements, all of 
which contribute to a larg-e and permanent circulation 
of money among the \Vage-earning and bn~iness com
munity, may from similar cause, be eon~iderably re
stricted. 'l'he important agricultural interest has also 
had to contend with a season of unparalleled severity, and 
although the dronghthas happil~· now broken up in the 
coa-;t and adjacent distficts, and an abundant \vheat 
harvest has rewarded the care of the farmers in the 
fertile lands of the Darling Downs, while the condition 
of general crops on the coast lands is reported to 
be highly encouraging, still the al)sence of production 
in the immediate }Jast, and the enforced vnrchase out
side the colony for aconsiderahle time oflargeqnantitito. 
of pro<luce of 1vhich we have been hitherto accu1<.tomed 
to see grown within, cannot wholly pas'• away without 
creating some apprehension of financial pre.;:;;;nre. rro 
relieve this feeling is, I contend, among the functions 
of sound adminbtration, and if an.v such feelingsilould 
have found admission into the guidance of onr large 
financial institutions. Governrnent should now hy hold 
v1gorons action speecl.ily extirpate sueh ner\-ou~nes~. an cl 
restore full confidence in the ~onl1(1ness a1Hl clastielty 
of ou1· great industries, while suffering recovery from a 
natural tempor,try depression. In the face of tlle-e 
contingencies, unfortunately too probable, and to pre
vent, as far as possible, nny derangement of the com
mercial and financial interests of the conntrv. the 
Government desire to pnsh on with vigour the pr(Becn
tion of important public works, to open up aptn·ow}h to 
the great interior resources of the colon~', to sthnnlate 
pastoral ftlld predial settlement UlH1er the encouraging 
condition.:. of prhent land legislation, to afford greater 
facilities of communication lJetwet·n the centres of 
population. to introduce a large acces;,ion to our popu
lation by whom industries \Vill be promoted. nnd em-ploy
ment for labour be lilw\vise extended, to aid local bodies 
in their efforts to introduce .:-anitm·y anc1 municipal 
reforms anti impl'OYements within their respective juris
dictions, to extend the benefits of communic':-ttion by 
the electric telegraph to the r-:nwter parts ot our large ter
ritory, to improve our numerous harbours and rivers so 
that tlle.v may receive in safety t.h:~ commerda1 navies of 
the world; in short, sir. to vrovide for such extel1(1erl 
public services as are embraced in the Loan Estimates
services which, while they will immediately contribute 
to the prospetity of the people of the colony thruughout 
its full extent, are ~.o<uch as the countrs not onlv de
mands, but. being hrgely of a Teproduetive charieter, 
will, in time, assuredly relieve an(1 largely a~sl.~t the 
1·evenne, and thereby become important items in the 
ooun try's natural assets. And I have \et further to 
add that, as with the impetus to grazing settlement 
'vhich is afforded under the new Land Bill, the finan~ 

cial institutions of the colony may, in all p1·obabil'ty, 
be largely avplied to for pecuniary assistancr, with 
\Vhich the present condition of pn.storal enterprise 
might interfere. the maintenance by the Government of 
cousidentble balanc.._;s of funds within th0 colony rnay 
enable these requirements t(J obtain fuller and more 
favourable attention than they would other,vise receiveJ 
especially \Vere mont:;· to become stringent." 

Those were large words. There was to be an 
era of uni Yersal prrHperity throughont the land; 
every body was to be rich and prosperou.~, and no 
industry was to suffer in any way. The con
cluding v.·or,ls had a peculiar and important 
bearing on the remarks made that clay with regard 
to the statement of proposed loan expenditure, 
tabled on Tuesday by the Colonial Treasurer. 
The Colonial Treasurer had told them what the 
balance at the Treasury would be at the end 
of the financial ye .. tr, after expending the 
rnoneys on the various works n1entioned in 
that etatement, and it was pointed out that 
it would ue necessary to withdraw from 
the bankH from time to time large sums 
which were now deposited with them, which 
would mature and be withdrawn. If it was 
necessary in 1884 to borrow huge sums to enable 
the banks to maintain strong balances of Govern
ment funds to assist trade, was it not the case 
now? \Voulcl not the Government be bound, if 
they withdrew those moneys from the banks, to 
restore other moneys in their place, so that 
the objects aimed at in the remarks of the 
hon. gentleman might be carried into effect. 
Every hon. member knew, and it had already 
been powerfully pointed out, that the effect of 
those sudden large withdrawals of public moneys 
from the banks meant the SC[neezing of their 
private customers. Banks must have money, 
and either their ontside customers would have to 
be sC[ueezed or the Government wonld have again 
to go into the London money market to raise 
more money to put into the bank;. It had been 
the practice of the colony for many years to 
keep large balances in the b>1nks, and 1f the Gov
ernment were to withdraw those large sums of 
money something was bound to happen. 

::Ylr. DICKSO~: The money would go to 
increase private balances. 

Mr. CHUBB said it would go to pay for con
structing works mentioned in the loan statement, 
and a great portion of it would be sent to England 
to pay for materials. So that, while probably a 
few individuals might gain, the great majority 
of people who had dealings with banks would 
have to find the money which the Government 
would want to discharge their liabilities with. In 
the same financial statement occurred the follow
ing paragraphs, with reference to the motion now 
under discussion :-

"Provision to the extent of £500,000 is asked for the 
extension of the :'3outhern and ·western line from Ips
\ViP-h to Warwick direct, whereby ~L saving in distance 
of fifty-four mil£.'~ on the line Did 'l'oowomnba will be 
eliectcU. The proposed line is estimated as seventy
seven miles in length. and \Yill bring the southern 
border of the colony into direct communication with 
the seaboard. 

"A southern border line from \Yar\vick towards St. 
Ge01·ge is ah;o placed on these. Estimates, and £250,000 
is agl..:ed on account. This is a line which is highly 
cle.;;irable, not only in the interests of the communities 
provided thereby with railway communication, but 
also to protect the revenne and unintnin the trade of 
the eolony \Vit.hin our own territory, ilmsmuch as our 
sontllern neighbours, from the extension of their rail
\rays to within comparatively short Uista,nces of our 
southern and south-western frontier~, are rapidly 
acquiring a monopoly of mu inland trade to the pre
judice of our owu merchants and importers, and to the 
loss of traffic on our own inland lines of railway.'' 

He did not think it necessary to again discu~s the 
C[Uestion of trade disputed between the hon. mem
ber for Enoggera, the hon. member for Darling 
Powns, and the hon. member for vVarrego, Mr, 
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DonaldHon, There had been a return laid upon the 
table of the House showing what the great trade 
had been along the border of the proposed line. 
If the construction of the line was only justified 
by that return, then a similar return in any other 
part of the colony would justify a railway there. 
He was just reminded of a circumstance that 
occurred in connection with the passing of the 
Land Act. Hon. members would recollect a 
large map that hung on the wall of the Cham
ber showing the boundarie~ to which the ~\.et 
was proposed to be extended, and it left out the 
south-western corner of the colony, to which, 
however, it was extended aften~ards. The 
object of not extending it in the first 
instance was stated by the then Minister for 
Lands to be to keep the New South \Vales 
people from coming on to that country and 
settling, the result of wbich would be that thev 
could create the trade which it was now pro
posed to construct that line to carry. Tbey all 
knew that the people there had water carriage, 
which wou]fl alw11ys complete ,vith railway 
carriage. Even when the railway to Gympie 
was completed goods wonld still be eent by 
water. The s:eametd would not be run off, lmt 
would rnn as usual between Brh;lmne and 1\Iary
borough. And it would be so in the C'l.se of the 
proposed rail way. As long as the people had a 
navigable river in that part of thp, colony 
it would compete successfully with a line of such 
length as that line wa8. It had been said 
that there wa" no intention to proceed '' ith the 
·vi<t ''ectn that session, and that the proposed 
line to Thane's Creek was only a branch line. 
The House was not to be asked to commit itself 
to the rail way to St. George, and he would ask 
what would be the good of a railway twenty-five 
miles in length to collect the trade of the 
southern border, which was far beyond the ter
minal point of the proposed line? He believed 
that the return; received from Stanthorpe, and 
one or two other border jJlacEs near it, did not 
pay the cost of collection. 

Mr. NELSON said he rose to a point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN : What is the point of 
order? 

Mr. NELSOX "aid he was not satisfied with 
the form of the resolution. The point of order 
was one he had raised when it was first proposed 
to go into committee to consider that resolution, 
and they were then told that it would be ex
plained when they got into committee. He 
thought a resolution of that sort should be clear 
concise, and free from vaguene,,s and ambiguity 
If the Chairman would look at the motion he 
would see that the Committee were asked to 
approve of-

" 'l'he plan, section, and book of reference of the 
proposed railway from \Varwick to Thanc's Creek, in 
length 24 miles 50 chains 51J links, a:::. laid npon the table 
or the House on the 23rd day of :ieptember, 1687." 

He had never seen the plans there described of a 
railway from \V arwick to Th,me's Creek laid 
upon the table of the House. Of course, the 
Premier had .,tated that it was a distinction 
without a difference; but he maintained tha.t it 
was a matter of the utmost gravity anrl impor
tance. If it was a rail way to St. George, then 
the remarks of the hon. member who was 
addressing the Committee were relative to the 
subject; but if it was only a branch line, then 
his remarks were entirely out of place. ]\fore
over, they would recollect the long and eloquent 
speech they had heard from the hrm. member for 
Toowoomba last night, in which he treated it 
as a ra.ilway from \Varwick to St. George. But 
after the statement the Premier had made, it 
would appear that the hon. member's remarks 
were irrelevant, because the Premier had stated 

clearly that it was a branch line, although it 
might become a main line some time. Then the 
hon. the ex-Treasurer had told them that if it 
was a branch line he could not support it ; that 
he could only support it as a line of national 
importance, a border line. Therefore, it seemed 
that they were getting into a state of confusion, 
and he thought, before they went any further, they 
should know distinctlv what the plans, section, 
and book of reference ,:eally were. The Premier's 
letter, which had been read that clay, distinctly 
and clearlv described it as a branch line; if that 
were so the discussion should be confined to that. 
He would point ant to the Chairman that the 
book of refennce stated that it was for a railway 
from \Varwick towards St. Geor·ge, and it was 
therefore not in accordance with the resolution 
the Committee were now r..;kecl to agree to. 

The CHAIR2.fAN sai<l the book of reference 
was not in accord with the proposition before the 
Comrrlittee, in vvhich the words "St. George" 
were not mentioned. It had been stated bv the 
Premier that thR first section of the proJ1osed 
line was the first section uf the rail way from 
\Varwick to St. George. 

Mr. MOREHEAD ,.i\id, did he understand the 
hon. gentlP.man to rule again'•t the point of order 
raised by the hon. member for Darling Downs ? 

The CHAIRMAN: Just so. 
:VIr. MORgHEAD said he thought it was a 

pity the hon. gentleman had not put it more 
cleotrly before the Committe'>. However, he was 
new to office-he would not like to call him 
green to the office, because he might object to it 
-·but, at any rate, he thought it was a matter of 
regret that the first decision which he had given 
in the novel position he now occupied should he 
one that did not commend itself to the intelli
gence of that Committee. 

Mr. CHUBB said that, speaking to the point 
of order, be might point out that the Railway 
~'l.ct required that there should be laid on the 
table of the House the plans, specifications, and 
book of reference of any proposed rail way. 
There had been laid on the table plans, specifica
tions, n,nd book of reference of a line described 
as a railway from \Varwick towards St. George, 
section No. 1, from East \Varwick station 
to Thane's Creek. He was aware that the 
House might approve of the plans and speci
fications first, and make the nece~s<try appro
priation afterwards, bnt in the present instance 
an appropriation had been made for a line from 
\Varwick to St. George, and the plans tabled 
were for the first section of that line; but the 
motion was for the approval of a branch line from 
Warwick to Thane's Creek-a line which was 
not mentioned in the Loan Estimates at all. The 
point of order was that they were discussing a 
motion as to the approval of plans and specifi
cations which were not on the table of the 
House. 

The CHAIR::i-IAN: There is nothing in the 
resolution with regard to a bran~h line. 

Mr. MOREREAD said that, as a rule, the 
Committee were not accustomed to irrelel'ant 
interruptions from the Chair. \Vhen they wanted 
an expression of opinion from the Chair they 
asked for it. 

The PREMIER: It is the Chairman's busi· 
ness to keep order. 

1\Ir. MOREHEAD said he fancied it would 
take tlw Chairman all his time to do that. As a 
rule, one volunteer vvas worth two pre'1sed r11en; 
but if the Chairman would take his ad vice, he 
would keep very quie.t, and not provide any 
texts for hon. members to preach upon. There 
were some very good preachers on his side, 
though they might have some very bad texts. 
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Mr. NOR TO~ said that, speaking to the point 
of ordet·, he wished to draw attention to the 
fact that the Minister for \Vurkt> himself h<td 
explained that the cover of the plans was the 
cover of the plans introduced last se.<sion, and 
that if he had anticipated any objection to the 
de,cription he •xonld have harl a fn:•h cover 
provided. Attacherl to the plans was a mem<>
randum to the effect tlmt ::\Ir. Dutton htid on 
the table of the House plans, sections, a11cl 
book of reference of the propo>ed rail
way from East \V m-wick to Thane's Creek; 
and he maintained that they could not be 
the plans of the first section of a line from 
IV arwick to St. George. He thought the ques
tion raised by the hun. member for X orthern 
Downs was a very important one. According to 
the Premier's statement they were in reality the 
plans of a br:1nch agricultural railway which 
might possibly, at some future time, be carried 
on towar& St. Gem·ge. Ministers who had 
spoken on the subject had either grossly misled 
the Committee or else the plans on the table 
were not the plnns of the first section of the line 
from IV arwick to St. George. 

Mr. NELSON said that on a close examination 
of the plans he cnnld not see tho,t they could be 
in any way identified with the resolution ; there
fore he lJeggecl to move-he did 'o with very 
great reluctance-that the Chairman's ruling be 
disagreed to, and the point of order be referred to 

·Mr. Speo,ker for his decision. 
The CHAIRMAN : \Vhat is the point of 

order? 
Mr. CHUBB said the point of order was th:1t 

there were no plans and specific:1tions on the 
table which were relev:1nt to the motion before 
the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN: There has been no ruling 
on that point. 

::\Ir. MOR.EHEAD : Are you sure, ::IIr. 
Foote, that there has been no ruling? 

The PRKl\IIER said he thought the Spen,ker 
had given a ruling on the point in the House. 

Mr. 1\IOR.EHEAD said he hoped the Chair
man would not allow himself to he ruled by what 
the Premier thought the Speaker had clone. 

The CHAIR\IAN said he had not given any 
ruling on the point suggested by the hon. member 
for Bowen. 

1Ir. NELSO~: Have you given a ruling on 
the point I raised? 

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. 
Mr. MOHEHEAD saicl he hoped the Chair

m:1n would explain to the Committee th8 exact 
ruling he had given, because it might be converted 
into "precedent. 

The CHAIR~1AK Eaid the point of order put 
by the hon. member for Northern Downs was in 
reference to the resolutions now l>efore the Com
mittee-was the motion embodied in the reso
lution identical with the plans and specifications 
laid on the table of the House? His answer was 
that he thought it was. 

Mr. MORl<~HEAD : The Chairman had put 
it in a somewhat complicated form, and he 
thour:ht it ought to be put into writing by the 
Clerk-Assistant. 

Mr. CHUBB said the point of order was 
whether the plans and specifications required by 
the statute had been tabled to gh·e legal effed 
to the resolution before the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAX : Will the hon. member 
put his question in writing ? 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, while that was being 
done he would like to have the ChRirman's 
opinion about it, which he was sure they all 
valued highly, for he must say he never saw a 

Chctirm:1n fill the chair so ably and so completely 
as the hon. member. In het he offered a strik
ing contrast to the occupation of the ree~l Chair
man of Committees. He was inclined to think 
the imitation Chairman \1 as very much better 
than tLe rea,J Chairnmn. At any mte, if the 
hrm. memb·-r \\·as perma11ently appoint,.,] to the 
position, they would get \ ,tlne for their money. 
He moved that the Chairnmn le:1ve the chair, 
report no progn'c,.:;, and aRk leave to sit again. 

The CHAIRMA::'\ : It will be necessary to 
decide the point of order that has arisen before 
the hon. member's motion is put. 

Mr. ::VIOREHEAD said, would the Chairman 
be good enough to tell them what was the point 
of order? The Committee could not sit there 
waiting while the hon. member for Dowen sat at 
the table preparing points of order. Had the 
Committee come to that? He had made a pro
posal to the Committee that the Chairmftn leave 
the chn,ir, report no progrm~s, and ask leave to sit 
again. H"d he again to ask the Chairman to put 
the motion he h:1d made ? 

The CHAilC\iAN: I think I am not in a posi
tion to pnt the r1ue:;tion until I have received the 
point of order of the hon. member for Bowen. 

:'vir. STEVEKSOX said he did not quite know 
wh~tt was the question before the Comm;ttee. 

Mr. NORTON ;aiel :1 peculiar que>tion had 
:1risen in connection with that point of order. 
The hon. member for Bowen had been for some 
time preparing a point of order, and the busine,;s 
of the Committee had been delayed. Could an 
hon. rnen1ber occupy a whole evening in prepar
ing a TJoint of order? \V as there any limit to 
the time allowed for so doing? In New Zealand, 
he remembered, Sir George Grey etood up in his 
place in the House and said nothing, and yet 
cbimed that he was in po,,e,sion of the floor, :1nd 
the Speaker ruled that he was in order, anrl he did 
occupy the attention of the House, which very 
pose<ibly he did. Kow, bearing that in mind, 
could an hon. member occupy the time of the 
Committee as long as he liked m preparing points 
of order 

The PRE:UIER s:1id he hoped the Chairman 
would deal with a tangible motion, and not with 
a conundrum. 

11r. MOgEHE'I_D said if the Chairman gave 
his ruling in favour of an hon. rneinUer who 
happened to be of an inventive turn of mind, 
and who sat at the table preparing points of order, 
which the Premier had jm<t callecl conundrums
and he was perfectly certain they would be conun
drums to the Chairma'l·-he would sit :1t the 
table himself and compose some, He thought 
the Chairman would have to be much more 
clever than the young 1nan or woman who \:r,-as 
advertioecl to tell the number upon a bank note 
under any system of decoption that might be 
pmctised. But he thought he could dodge the 
hon. member if he gave his ruling in the direction 
which he was afraid, from the 'mile on his 
amiable countenance, it was going to be. He 
did not know of any point of order or disorder. 

The PRE::VIIER: Possibly the latter. 
l\Ir. l\IOREHEAD <lid, after all, disorderly 

people were not the worst people. He would 
giYe the hon. gentlenmn a lecture on larrikins, if 
he liked. \Vhat was hrrikinism hut misdirected 
energy? If the Premier had directed his energy 
in a proper direction, po8sihly he would have 
been a respectable member of society; but he 
belon,ed to a profession notorious for its dis
honesty. The hon. gentleman's energies had 
been diverted into a channel which had led him 
into his present position, surrounded by his pre
sent colleagues, and supported by his present 
supporters. He could not imagine a depth 
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of degradation deeper than that in which 
the Premier was pla0ed at present. He hoj;s•l 
the Chairman would rule again:;t the point of 
order, and he knew that gentleman would cheer
fully a-ccept the position he should put him into, 
that was outside the chair. He certainly 
thought his motion ought to take precedence of a 
paltry legal quibble raised by a pettifogging 
lawyer. 

Mr. NORTON said perhaps the Chairman 
would like him to put his point of order in 
writing. That gentleman ought to have an 
opportunity of thinking the matter over. 

The CHAIRMAN : The point of order is this: 
Are the plans and specifications laid on the 
table of the House the plans and specfications 
alluded to in the r~solution? I say that they 
are. 

Mr. NORTON said he raised another point of 
order. 

The PREMIER : That is no point of order. 
You cannot put a point of order until the ques

. tion has been put. 
Mr. MOREHEAD : He can. 
Mr. NOR TON said he raised a point of order 

before the Chairman put the question. 

Mr. STEVENSON said the hon. member had 
no right to raise a point of order until the ques
tion ha cl been put. 

Mr. NORTON said he hoped the Chairman 
would decide whether a point of order could be 
raised before the question was put. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. gentleman, in 
my opinion, should have the privilege of raising 
a point of order before a question is put ; but the 
point raised by the hon. member for Port Curtis 
is not relevant to the question ; and according to 
my opinion, the motion of the hon. member for 
Balonne comes first. 

Mr. CHUBB said the decision, he was afraid, 
was not in accordance with practice. 

:iVIr. STEVENSON said he objected to any
one speaking until the question was put. If the 
Chairman was fit for the position he held, the 
motion of the leader of the Opp<Jsition should be 
put-that the Chairmon leave the chair, report 
no progress, and obtain leave to sit again. 

Mr. CHUBB said it had been decitled 
that if a motion had been moved it was not com
petent for another hon. member to raise a point 
of order until that had been put He thonJht 
that ruling was wrong, because it might perhaps 
be shown that the motion itself was out of order. 
He hoped the Chairman would reconsider his 
decision, otherwise he should have to move that 
the question be referred to Mr. Speaker. 

The CHAIRMAN said the hon. member 
had mistaken him ; that was not his ruling. 
He ruled that it was competent for an hon. 
member to raise a point of order on a qnes
tion that was being put from the Chair, but at 
the same time he ruled that the point of order of 
the hon. member for Port Curtis could not be put, 
because it was irrelevant to the question at ioone 
-that the Chairman leave the chair, report no 
progress, and obtain leave to sit again. 

Mr. STEVENSOi\' : What is the c,uestion 
before the Committee, Mr. Foote? 

The CHAIRMAN : The question is that I do 
now leave the chair, report no progress, and 
obtain leave to sit again. 

Mr. NORTON said, before that was put he 
would raise a point of order. He had been 
stopped raising points of order before, although 
the Chairman delayed putting the question until 
Mr. Chubb had written out a point of order. 
He wanted to know, could an hon. member sit 

clown at the table and write out a point of order, 
without any reg<trd to the time he occupied in 
writing-? Now that question had been put, he 
woulcl a'k a ruling on that point. Could a 
member of the Committee occupy an unlimited 
space of time in writing out a point of order? 

The PREi\IlER: That que-3tion is not before 
the Committee. 

Mr. l\IOREHJ~AD said, speaking to the point 
of order, he clid not think it fair to puzzle the 
Chairman with a number of problematical cases. 
'l'he Chairman, he was certain, was a matter-of
fact man, and would therefore confine himself to 
one point. The position w!Jich the Chairman 
held with great honour to himself and the House 
he held with reluctance, and he was sure he 
would confine himself to the question he (Mr. 
Morehead) had put before the Committee, although 
it might tend to the removal of the Chairman 
from the high office which he held. If it was 
carried it would le:td to the hon. -gentleman 
only having had a few brief minutes of authority, 
but still it would be satisfac:tory to know that he 
had occupied the proud and exaltced position of 
Chairman of the J,egislatnre of Queensland for 
t,, enty-three minutes. The position was one 
which he (Mr. Moreheacl), however much he had 
aspired to, had never attained, and, although 
it had been occupied by :\Jr. Foote for only a 
few brief moments, it would be an additional 
ring of the halo which would surround his head. 
Although he felt keenly having to displace the· 
hon. gentleman from the position which he filled 
with so much honour, he must ask him to put 
the question which he had proposed. 

JHr. NORTON said that, out of consideration 
for the fact that the Uhairman occupied the 
chair for the first time, he thought he would do 
well to withdraw his point of order for the 
present and allow the qnestion to be put. 

Question-That the Chairman leave the chair, 
report no progr'SS, and ask leave to sit again
put, and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 16. 
3It.;~rs. Nmton, Chnbb, ~Iorehead, :\Iurphy, Ferguson, 

Palmer, StP\'enson, Pattbou. Adams, ·vrhite, Black, 
Donaldson, XelsJn, Campbell, Aland, and 1Y. Brookes. 

Ko:r:s, 22. 
SirS. \i~. Griffith. ::\Ih.::;r.s. Rutledge, Jordan, ::uoreton, 

Dntton, Slleridan, Dickson, Annear, Higson, :\'lc:Jiaster, 
}Iellor, S. 11". llrool<S. Kellett. Kntes. 1\"akcfield, Allan, 
Salkcl<l, :J.Iacfarlaue, Thorn, ::.\Iorgan, Bulcock, and 
J::~amlJert. 

Question resolved in the negati1·e. 

l\Jr. CH1Jl3J3 said he would endeavour to pro
ceed with the discussion. He had been referring 
to the financial statement of the late Colonial 
Treasurer when he introduced the Loan Estimates 
in 1884, for the jJUrpose of making a comparison 
between the hon. gentleman's language on that 
occasion and the facts as they now existed. The 
hon. gentleman stated then that-

,, In 1883-J,, with a 110pnlation of 288,000 and a loan 
indebtedness of £16,570.850, of which sum £8,009,000 
had been exp<- ndcd in railway construetion, the net 
earnings from su1'h ntihntys amounted to £273,331, or 
nearly 3?.i· per cent. on the 1vhole of the capital sum so 
employed." 
The hon. gentleman went on to justify the pro· 
posal of the GoYernment by saying- that the 
earnings of the rail ways, together with interest 
on loan balancPs, was sufficient to discharge the 
inter@st upon £9,255,000 of the loan indebted
ness of the colony. The hon. member then 
said:--

"It may therefore be freely admitted that the rapid 
progress made by the cmmtry in the past will be 
largely augmented and stimulated by the present 
loan policy, and as 1vith the encouragement of immi
gration and land settlement population and prodnction 
must largely and rapidly inerease, the augmented 
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charge for interest dis.hihnted over four or five years 
henee, will, I am assured, be provided without any 
aptn·eciable pressure." 
It was true there was a largely augmented 
charge fnr interest. 

Mr. MOHEIH:AD cttllcd attention to the 
state of the Committee. 

quorum formed. 
Mr. CHUBB said he would pass from that 

portion of the statement, and refer to another 
portion where the hon. gentleman said :-

"The proper policy for the Government to pursue 
will be to sell such portion of the loan annually as they 
lll'lY deem necessary, and as the favourable concliti0n of 
the money market pre>.:ents. ~Iy desire is that if any 
large instalments be sold the money accruing therefrmn 
should be introduced into the colony, \Yhile the 
banking account of the Government should be full;y 
maintained, I think that the other b~tnking corporations 
should also be invited to become custodians of part of 
our public funds, tmd I be~icve that a satisfactory agree
ment can be marle with them on the condition that 
these deposits so made should be withdrawn from them 
ratably, and 'vith due notice beforehand." 
The hon. member alw referred to "' former 
speech he had made on a financial subject, when 
he said:--

"I am convinced that the loan proposals of the Gov
ernment at the present time will do more to float the 
country over any );!resent financial pressure that may 
be felt, will do more to tloat it into a fuller tide (Jf pro-;
perity tbau by the driblets of loans which we have been 
accustomed to deal with in the vast." 
Three millions was called a driblet, and now there 
was a driblet of ten millions ; but the interp-;t on 
that was by no means a driblet. He was afraid 
they would all be giblets before thPy found the 
money to prty the interest. 

'' A11prehension is always f, lt, doubtlPss, when a 
country borrows to a larger extent than it has formerly 
been accustomed to do ; but I should like to dispel 
that apprehension, and the feeling that a large amount 
of capital will not be administered with a due regard to 
economy.'' 
They knew how the revenue had been admini&
tered with a due regard to economy; the surplus 
left by the previouH Government was economised 
till it had all gone away, and there wtts a hole in 
the Treasury chest. The loan money was also 
going at the rate of nearly .£2,000,000 per 
annum, so that even the Premier admitted it 
was nece,oary to put on the brake ; yet in the 
face of that there were still four rail way pro
posals to come forward-two were on the table, 
and two more were expected further on. Now, 
those arguments were very seriously criticised in 
1884 by the then leader of the Opposition, Sir 
Thomas J\Icllwraith, in a speech that wonld 
be seen to be of a most prophetic ch,cracter. 
He would read some extracts from that speech, 
because they ought to be impressed not only on 
hon, mPmbers, but on the people of the colony, 
That far-seeing man pointed out what would 
happen if the country went in for that reckless 
system of borrowing. He commented very 
severely and at great length on the proposals, and 
some of his remarks had extreme pertinence to 
the present motion, and indeed to the whole of 
the loan proposals of the Government:-

" But 1.vithout saying a single word about the Lancl 
Bill, he need only rend the comments made from the 
other side when he brought fonvard his three-million 
loan in l'i79, to show that if they adhen<l to their own 
princi p lcs they had not the slightest shadow of an 
excuse for bringing forward the loan at the present 
time. He believed the country ought to have a loan. 
He had ahvays adYocated the extension of rertain of 
their railways by loan, and he did not believe they 
ought to be stopped; bnt he was thoroughly 
opposed to the proposition to borrow ten n1illious 
of money a,t the present time. It was not justi
fied by the circnmstances of the colony, and it 
was still less justified by the circumstances of Par
liament. ·what was their }_)resent position r They lmd 
had legislation during the last five months which the 
Premier had often described as being of a non-conten-

tious charar.ter; bnt it had often been a great deal 
worse than non~contentious-it had been beneath the 
di§!:nity of the House to spend its time upon. The 
early }}art of the session wtts to a great extent wasted 
in ,-;mall measures, an(l now they asked Parliament to 
'• ,>to them teu millions of moncr, at. a tiwe 'vhen it was 
utterly imposs1ble for the Holtse to give a fair and 
Ult'hiasse(l opinion upon tll8proposal. \. huge number 
uf members hacl left town. Ttk prc::-. nt lYas the first 
time for a long while that the~: hall 8eeu what might be 
('~Lllecl e..-en a moderately ~~mall House, whlL, last night 
it was almost a display of empty benches. It would not 
be po~sible to get a much l)ett- 1' Honse together, even 
if they po~tponed the consideration of the Estimates for 
anothet· week, because man~, of the country mem
bers had left, and others had made arrangCinents to 
start very soon. rrhe consequence was that they were 
oblip;ecl either to swallow the Estimates as they were 
or 1)1 event any busines-; being done a~ all. He had 
no Intention to prevent business being done, but at the 
same time he had no intention that that loan should 
pass without the country understanding the principles 
on which it had bc>''ll brought for,varcl." 

AR he would like a quorum formed to listen to 
the remttrks he was reading, he would call atten· 
tion to the state of the Committee. 

quorum formed. 
1Ir. CHUDB said he wished the hon. members 

who had just come in had been there to listen to 
what he had been reading, because it would have 
shown theh1 to what position they h<.~d brought 
the country. The hon. gentleman then read an 
extract froin a speech delivered by the Premier, 
when he wae in opposition, and criticising his 
(Sir T. JI.Icilwraith's) policy. He proceeded to 
say:-

" On tlmt occasion he I Sir T. }fcllwraith) had actually 
laid the Loan Estimates on the table t"\VO months before 
the session clnsed, and commenced the debate by 
movinp; them six weeks before it came to a conclusion. 
On the present ocrasion the Premier had already inti
mated tha.t the session must clo~e next wEBk, and that 
of next week onlv two days were available. D:1ring 
that short period 'they were asked to vote ten millions 
of moneY in addition to all the othe1· work that was 
before them." 
The Chairman would remember that there were 
only two days all0wed for putting through 
that large loan scheme of £10,000,000 ; he 
was one of the noble few who sat up till 
(j o'clock in the morning, till the sun 
rose and the cocks crew, in order that they 
might pass the Loan Bill. The leader of the 
Opposition then quoted several pas,ages from 
the speech of his political opponent, and next 
referred to the question now before the Com
mittee-the line from \Varwick to St. George. 
He remarked that-

" lion. members wonld see on the mav hanging in the 
Chamber the blne lines indicating the lines that the 
late GoYermnent construekcl; and the red linrs indica
ting the extensions would be seen to go exactly in a 
straight line out west. '!'he late Government said 
exactly lVhu·e their linf'g were guing, and \vere prepared 
to mark their raihvays definitely from town to tmvn; 
but the GovernmDnt had now actually dr~nvn a straight 
line a fmv miles due west, In10wing nothing, he believed, 
of where the l'<Lilways \vere going. \Ylly, there was that 
line from \Varwick to St. George, in a civilised distl·ict, 
where any snrvByor might have made a good snrvey, 
and yet there it 'vas ch·awn on the ma.p for 200 miles in 
a straight line." 
At th<tt time they simply had a map showing the 
proposed railw;tyR, drawn in a Rtraight line from 
place to place, and they had no more information 
than that until some time afterwards when they 
got a litLle from the then Minister for \Vorks. 
Sir Thomas Mcil wraith proceeded to quote 
extracts from the speDch of the then Colonial 
Trec>Surer, one paragraph of which was very 
importrtnt. It was as follows :-

"As a 1nember of this Hous@ I protest against the 
new svstem the Treasurer seeks to introduce, and which 
I ma,: term Victorianising onr institutions." 
That protest was against the £3,000,000 loan 
of the late Government. IV ould not that 
same criticism apply with more force to the 



1416 Warwick to [ASSEMBLY.] Thanr's Creelc Railway. 

£10,000,000 loan? Apparently nnt. ·what was 
sauee for the goose on one occno-;ion was not 
sauce for the gander on another. Then the hon. 
gentleman went on to pronounce what he (l\Ir. 
Chubb) called a prophecy, b.ut before reading it 
he would call attention to the state of the 
Committee. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. CHUBB said the leader of the Opposition 

then said:-
"\Vhat right had ther as a Parliament to say what 

work~ they would construct and \vhat mane)' they 
would borrow five years hence ( SurelY it was enowrh 
to construct the Works and borrow -ille money whil:h 
they had been sent by their constituents to do, and not 
to provide for works and borrow money to make those 
works five years after the present time. At that time 
the Colonial Treasurer might not be there; the men in 
Parliament 1night be very different men from those nJ\v 
sitting there; and why should they assume a posithn 
which would make those men virtnallv abdicate their 
functions before they had come to be members of Pm·lia
ment? The_:: would t,e rendered helple~s if the 
£10,000,000 loan w·. re passed now. Hon. members would 
see hmv thot'e future members \vould be cleprivLd of 
their liberty. and actuall:· of their ri(.:;'ilts as reprm;ent a
tives of their constituencies, bY handing over the 
responsibilit.); for borrowing the mOney and c'""''lnstrncting 
the works to the 11lnistry or the present day. lie l1acl 
shown that the,v could nnt spend tlw money in the 
time; or rather he as,;;nmecl it from the :_v.::.sertions made 
by the Tteasurer, and for the additintutl rea~ou that the 
Treasurer had said that they woultl. not borrow a great 
portion of the money for five years." 
That was perfectly true. The Government had 
not spent the ten millions in their term of office. 
By the time their term of office expired they 
would not have spent more than half of it, so 
that Sir Thomas Mcilwmith had shown that he 
was far-seeing in his views. He further stated 
that-
"They would, therefo1·e, have over £10,0 )0,0')0, ancl a 
roving commission to do \Yhat they liked witn it. Thm' 
knew perfectly well they could lwt spend more thal1 
half of it; at all events, by the Treasurer's own show
ing, they could not spend it. As soon as the Govern
ment were placed in that position, who wonld say what 
the Government would spend tJ The "JlinisterR ·them
selves. It was passed out of the hancls of Parliament, 
and that responsibility was given to .Jiinistees which 
Parliament should. never alhnv to go out of its o\vn 
hands. Tfhat a dangerous power it gave the 11ini.stry ~ 
rrhe~- woultl see nt once that it gaYe tht"'m unlimi1 ed. 
power, subject always to the private log-rolling that 
might go on outside themsche'-'~, but su1Jject to no 
control whatever by Parliament." 
They had had a remarkable instance of log-rolling 
last session, when it Wt'LS plain that the m ern bers 
of three or four districts had combined together 
to pass four raihvays. It \V<:1S a ca:-:ie of "ea' 
me, ea' thee." They got two through la"t seesion, 
and were now trying to get the others pttssed. 
Sir Thomas .Mcllwraith continued:-
,,By passing the money, they virtually handed over to 
the Government the power to Pxpeod it, anclaftcr,yardK, 
according to the hon. gentleman, the GoYernmcnt :;;llould 
not be dictated to by Parliament. As a matter of J'aet, 
they would not be dictated to; anrl then those members 
who \Vere pre">scd by their constituents to support. tliC 
Government, that the~· might get a. rallway tlll'ough 
their d~strict, would find after all that they had not got 
that railway. rrlley would find they had got back to the 
old days when tho&::' tricks '\Yere as common as they 
were likely to become 110\V." 

And further on he said :-
~~If the loan were carried, did theY think that it would 

exhaust all the works in the coloily ; did they think 
that, having gratified a few of their lon<lest-mouthed 
supporters, they \vere actually supplying all the '"ants 
of the colony with that £l0,000.00<J loan? Did tllov 
not know that they \voulcl only have raised a feeling 
abroad tlmt if people only ho\vled long enough they 
would get somethin~? 'ras it not perfe(>tly sure that 
the Government would have another Loan Bill before 
long? And as he had said before, if any other Govern
ment came in, they were sure to have one. If the 
present loan \Vere carried, instead of having a Pm·lia
lnent to decide upon the money to be borrowed, and the 
works to be carried out in the colony, they \VOnld have 
a ~Iinistry who had the choice of spending £2 for 

every £1. ThCYcoul,lllorrow £10,010,01'0 or£15,000,000, 
and choose the amonnt of worl{ they intended going on 
with, and from what portion of tlw.t £10,00tl,OOIJ 01.· 
£15,001),000 they would take the money. But they did 
not ha Ye .:\Iini:-tcrs for the rn'-rpose of dictating to Parlia
ment what -.;york F:houlcl be gone on \\'ith; but in the pre
sr 1t cas; they would lea vc to the :Jlinistry of the day the 
powm· to s::~r what they ought to have the coura.ge to 
say thmnsclYrs. It slwwe(l a great want of eonrage on 
the p:lrt of members of P:~rtiament, aud primarily upon 
the part. of the .Jlinistr~', tor not limiting the amount of 
loan. Let them assume tllat the }1inistry would 
l't.-mrtin in otnec for another tln·ee years; they had no 
right to go beyond \Vhat \Vonld be necessary for their 
own term. By that time constituencies \Vould be repre
sented by other members, l)erhap.;; -.;vith opinions dia
metrically opposite. But the Government had adopted 
that policy not because it was a bold pollcJ·-because it 
was ovposecl to everything they had done in the House 
before-and not bf\'1ause it was a statesmaulike policy; 
bnt bccanl::le their friends had come to them for rail\vays, 
and they \YOuld have their £10,000,000 to enable them 
to make them. After the modest \VllY in which the 
Supplementary Estimates \vcre got through last night, 
he did not think the colony would have the rnoncy very 
long." 
There was a prophecy that even if the Govern
ment got the authority to borrow the £10,000,000 
loan they would ref[uire another Loan Bill; and 
it had beocn proved by paper" laid on the table 
of the House that the Government had already 
spent in anticipation of Rome future a],propriation 
nearly half-a-million of money. :B'urther than 
that, there w.ts the deficit in the revenue, which 
would have to be made up, some scheme for 
which, they were told, would be proposed before 
the session ended. 

Mr .• TESSOP called attention to the state of 
the Committee. 

~,luorum formed. 
Mr. CHUBB said the leader of the Opposition 

went on to say :-
"The P:wliament woulrl, by passing the Loan Estiw 

mates, be actually handing the power over to the 
::\Iiuititry of the day to choose what loans slwuld be 
spent, and what were not to be spent.'' 

That had come perfectly true. They had seen 
the GoYernment bring forward particular lines 
rmd carefully selected public works, this and 
that se:''''lion, sorne at the beginning and son1e at 
the end of a se.,sion ; but it was a remarkable fact 
that nearly all the railways which had been made 
were railways in constituencies represented by 
supporters of the Government. The hon. gentle· 
man then referred to the C[Uestion of depositing 
large sums in the banks-remarks which had a 
very important hearing upon what had been said 
on the subject that day. 

Mr. JESSOP called attention to the state of 
the Committee. 

Quorun1 forrned. 
Mr. CHUBB said the remarks he was about to 

read we10 as follows:-
"The hon. g~,ntleman said the roRson \\'"by they 

shonltl borrow tllat large amount of money was that 
they onght to he prepared to lend money through the 
financial iu.-stltutions to t.llc small pastoral lessees who 
wure to tak- the 11lacc of those whose runs were to be 
taken from them by the Government. ·was that a 
statesmanlike view~ \Yas it a creditable view to take 
of a matter of thnt kind? And did not the Govern
mend propose to expend the loan on raihvay, and other 
public works: The hon. gentleman crmld not pay away 
the money and have it at the same time. If he paid it 
a\vay for railways, how could he have: it in the banks 
and lend it to the small pastoral lessees, unless he 
intended hnving much larger balances than the 
(;overnment had at the present time? He (Sir 
T. ~1cilwraith) hoped to have an explanation 
from the Colonial 'l'reasnrer on that point. He 
(Sir T. :fiicilwraith) did not wish to see the Govern
ment having large fLmounts in t"be banks. If they 
increased those balancES it would be a bad thing for the 
colony, because if thB mone~~ were le1\t to smallpastoi'al 
lessees it '\VOuld not be got back in three years; he did 
not believe it could be got bacl<: under ten years. To 
hold out hopes of the sort he had referred to was a pro
position unworthy the Colonial Treasurer, But what 
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effect woulcl it have? It would only have one tendency, 
and that was to damage the credit of the colony at 
home. H they proposed to borrow money simply to 
lend it again, they \vould be looked npon with the 
greatest suspicion. There wa.; no U.oubt that it was 
their duty as long as they hacl bala1wes in the bank to 
make the best possible use of them ; but to <leliberately 
increase those balances for the purpose of lending 
money was another thing altogether, and was a matter 
which he hoped the Colonial 'rreasn1·er would recon
sider." 

It was unnecessary to refer to any more of the 
hon. gentleman's remarks. What he had read 
would satisfy any impartial listener that the 
criticism pa.ssed upon the loan three years ago by 
the then leader of the Opposition was true in every 
respect. Everything he prophesied had come to 
pass, and now, in the fourth year of the existing 
Parliament, they had a deficit of nearly £600,000, 
and an over-expenditure on unauthorised loans 
of £500,000, and one-half of the railways autho
rised by the Ten Million Loan Act not carried 
out, and could not pocsibly he carried out 
during the tenure of office of the present Gov
ernment. \Vhen the Loan ERtimates were before 
the Committee in detail, the proposition was put 
forward for half-a-million of money for a line frum 
Ipswich to \Varwick. That item was criticised at 
some length by the leader of the Opposition and 
other members. Sir Thomas Mci!wraith said:-

"He had advocated and carried out the line from 
Ipswich to Fassifcrn, and an1ong the reasons for that 
line, he alleged, was his belief that a line there was in 
the direction of what he conceived would ultimately be 
the main route to Sydney. He had intendecl to creep 
on and make the line as they found it convenient. And 
he had follo\ved out in every particular the argument 
he then used, in passh!.gthe vote the other night for the 
Fassifern Branch extension. He had said, 'Extend that 
line on, and you will find that that will be actually some 
day the main line to ~··ydney.' He did not advocate a 
line from Ipswich to \Varwick. He advocated a line 
through the :Main Range so as to get the neare.;,;t ronte 
to Sydney. But that was a very different proposition 
from the line under discussion." 
Then he went on to say that-

" 'Yhat was wanted was to strike off from the blue 
line either at Roma, at Yeulba, at Dalby, or at Bcau
araba, and they \Vould get the trade in eighteen 
nwnths. It was said that the line fron1 Ipswich to 
Warwick would cost £500,000. £500,0110 would not 
look at it. It would cost a million and a-half to take 
the line up there." 
The Minister for \Vorks thereupon interjected 
"Nonsens'' !'' He (Mr. Chubb) would r11ther 
take the opinion of the leader of the Opposition 
than that of the then Mini>>ter for \Vorks ; the 
former "as an engineer :1nd the latter was not, 
and the estimate of the leader of the Opposition 
was a better one than that of the Miniflter 
for \Vorlcs. That had, indeed, been confirmed 
by the hon. member for Townsville, who had 
made an elaborate series of calculations showing 
that the cost would be at least £1,000,000. 

Mr, STEVRNSOK said he rose to a point of 
order. The Chairman of Committees was within 
the precincts of the building, and it was a duty 
for which he was paid to take the chair. He 
moved that the Chairman leave the chair and 
re port no progress. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is nut 
competent to do that. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he was competent to 
move the Chairman out of the chair at any time 
he liked, if he could do it by divisitm. He 
moved that the Chairman leave the chair. 

Question put, and the Committee divided:
AYEs, ]0. 

l\iessrs. Chubb, Stevenson, Adams, Blnck, Ferguson, 
Jessop, Palmer, Th:Iurphy, Pattison, and Lissner. 

Sogs, 19. 
SirS. 1V. Griflith, :VIessrs. Jordan, Dutton, 'l\Ioreton, 

Dickson, Shoridan, Annear, Isambert, 1Vakefield, Kates 
Kellett, Bulcock, }ic:l'laster, S. W. Brooks, Salkeld, 
Jliorgan, Higson, Thorn, and Allan. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
The PREMIER moved that the Chairman 

leave the chair, report no progress, and ask leave 
to sit again. 

Question put. 
Mr. STEVEN"SON ;aiel, with all clue defer

ence to the Clminnan, that was not the fJUestion. 
That question had been decided. 

The PREMIER sctid the question he moved 
was that the Chairman leave the chair, report no 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. That was a 
totally different question from the one that had 
just been negatived. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he did not know that 
the Premier had moved the subsequent motion, 
and he thought the Chairman was again put
tino- the question that had just been decided. 
At" the same time he w1nted to know how 
long that farce was going to be carried on by the 
Government? They all knew that they were 
not sincere in making the proposed line. The 
question was decided by the E:ouse last year 
that the line from \V arwick towards St. George 
should be carried out, but the Government, 
when they found the Lower House c":rrie~l i_t, 
arrano-ed with the Upper Honse to decrde rt m 
the ;e;so,tive. And supposing now tha~ the 
stonewalling stopped and they let the rarl way 
pass, would the Premier.give his word that _he 
would arrange for the D pper House to ]Jass Jt? 
Of course the whole thing was a pure matter of 
arrangement. If it passed that House the hon. 
crentleman would simply again arrange that it 
~hould not pass the Upper House. Last year it 
was not passed in the Upper Rouse simply_ by a 
member being kept away, that member bemg a 
late resident of \V arwick. He would read the 
division in the Upper Rouse on that occasion:
For the railway:--

" 1'he Hons. T. 3-lacdonald-Paterson, J. D. ~Tacansh, 
II. C, Wood, D. F, Roberts, J. C. Foote, J. Swan, 
F. T. Brentnall, 1V. Horatio \1~ilson, J. S. 'l'urner, 
E. B. Forrest, \V. Pcttigrew, J. C. Henssler, and 
A. Heron \Vilson." 
Against it-

"'fhe Hons. F. H. Holberton, .r. Taylor, F. T. Gregory, 
A. C. Gregory, G. King, A. Raff, W. Forrest, W. Aplin, 
J. C. Smyth, \V. G. Power, \V. F. Lambert, I!\ H. Hart, 
and A. J. Thynne." 

\Vith the exception of Mr. ::\facansh, not one of 
those who voted for the motion knew what they 
were voting for; but most of those who voted 
a.gainRt it were men1l1ers \.vho chd know soi.n.e
thing about it. If the Government had been m 
earnest in passing the railway they had a 
splendid chance of doing so la,t year, because 
they could have got several members of the 
Upper House to be present to pass the railway 
after it had been passed by the Assembly. 
After the late Postmaster-General had pretended 
to attempt to pass the railway in the Upper 
Honse, what was his reply to a dep':'tation th"t 
waited on him in order to get a br-weekly or 
tri-weekly mail between \Varwick and Goondi
windi? The answer was that the traffic would 
not justify him iu giving even a tri-weekly mail. 
Did not that show that the :Ministry were not 
in earnest last year? If the then leader of 
the Upper House was not justified in giving a 
tri-weekly mail, how could the Govermr':er:t be 
justified in making a railway? The Mrmstry 
had simply tried to befool the memb~rs for the 
district into the belief that they were m earnest, 
whereas they were very glad that the motion was 
being stonewalled. If the motion had not been 
stonewalled the Government would have found 
some other means of blocking the rail way. 

The PREMIER said he did not often take 
any notice of what fell from the hon. member for 
Normanby, and he only rose now to say that 
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everybody who knew anything about the subject 
knew that last session the Government used 
their utmost endea'/'ours to get the line approved 
by the Upper Hou8e, and that he personally took 
a gre'1t den,l of trouble in the matter. lt was 
almost the only occasion on which he ever had per
sonally taken trouble t:> get anything through the 
Upper Hnuse. E"' erybody who knew anything 
about the matter knew those were the facts, 
and the hon. member was either speaking with
out information on the subje.,t, or else with the 
knowledge that the facts were as he (the Premier) 
had stated. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he had spoken on 
very good authority, and he repeated that he 
believed it was a matter of arrangement that the 
Upper House should not pass the railway. It 
was from a conversation he had with 1\Ir. 
l\Iacdonald-Paterson at the (lueensland Club in 
the evening after he came from the House that 
he believed the .:\Iinistry did not want to pass 
the railway. Immediately the vote was passed 
the Hon. Dr. Tavlor appeared upon the scene, 
as much as to say, "I wanted to be here," but he 
had no doubt it was arranged, and if it had not 
been arranged with Dr. Taylor it would have 
been arranged with someone else that there 
should not be a majority, notwithstanding what 
the Premier said. 

Mr. KELLETT said a majority of the mem
bers of the ~lueensland Club understood that 
private conversations which took place there 
were not to be repeated outside. 

The PREMIER: All gentlemen understand 
that. 

Mr. KELLETT said that, unfortunately for 
the Queensland Club, there were some members 
who were not gentlemen, who had not the least 
bit of gentlemanliness in their composition, and 
could never learn to be gentlemen. Some people 
were not born gentlemen, but still learned to 
act in as manly a way as those who were. He 
would go further, and say, in the absence of the 
late Postmaster-General from a place where he 
could take notice of what was said in that 
Chamber, that he was perfectly satisfied that 
that g~ntleman never made any statement to the 
hon. member for Normanby, or to anybody else 
tantamount to what bad been ;tated by the hon. 
member--namely, that the Ministry tried to 
block the railway in the Upper House. He was 
thoroughly satisfied, from what he knew of the 
late Postmaster-General, that he did everything in 
his power to pass the railway, and that there was 
nothing he felt so much as the rejection of the 
line through an unfortunate accident. l\fost 
people in the House and in the country would 
take that gentleman's word ten thoustmd times 
to one before the word of the hon. member who 
tried to traduce him there. It was one of the 
most unmanly statements he had ever heard in 
that Chamber, and he had heard a good many 
bad ones. 

The PREMIER: Nobody believes it. 
Mr. MOREHEAD rose to a point of order 

He did not think that either the hon. member 
who had just sat down or the Premier was in 
order in disbelieving a stt1.tement made by a 
member of that Committee. 

The CHAIR:\IAN : There is no point of order 
in one hon. member not believing a statement 
made by another hon. member, but it would be a 
point of order if an hon. member repeated a 
statement which had been denied by another 
hon. mem1er. 

Mr. STEVENSOX said the Premier inter 
jected just now, "Nobody believes him." 

The PREMIER: I said" Nobody believes it." 

Mr. STEVEXSON said the Pl'emier distinctly 
used the words "Nobody believee him." He 
was perfectly willing to take a division on that 
point; and notwithstanding what the Premier 
said, he was perfectly willing to put his word 
against the word ofthathon. gentleman, 01·against 
the word of the hon. member for Sbnley. He 
quite agreed that all the meml1ers of the Queens
land Club were not gentlemen. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not suppose 
that any hon. member ca.red two straws whether 
the members of the Queensland Club were gentle
men or not. The word ''gentleman" was one 
that was applicable far beyond the number of 
those who were included within the select circle 
over the road. Anyone who paid his way, and 
told the truth, and did his duty honestly in the 
state of life into which he was ealled, was a3 
much a gentleman as anybody on the earth. He 
was sorry the word had been introduced into 
the debate at all. 

"\Vhen Adam delved and Eve span, 
·who was then a gentleman?" 

Anyone who paid his way hone~tly was a gentle
!llan. He '\vas not a socialist or a comiuunist, 
but still he held that opinion. It was quite 
another matter when an hon. member was 
directly contradicted by the Premier. That was 
a breach of order. 

The PREMIER: To contradict a charge 
made against the honour of the Government was 
a breach of order ! 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought the Gov
ernment was something like a corporation, with
out a soul to be saved or something else to be 
kicked. He was now generalising ; but if the 
Premier wished to bring his· statement home to 
himself he wa, at liberty to do so. If the 
Premier thought the Government of which he 
(1Ir. Morehead) was a member, was a Govern
ment of rogues, he was welcome to think so. He 
was no rogue, and he knew that no mem
ber of that Government was a rogue, and 
he knew that the combination were no 
rog·ues. He did not care if the Premier was 
pleased to consider the Government that pre
ceded him was a Government of rogues, while he 
(l\Ir. l\Iorehead) knew they were honest. The 
contradiction given by the Premier to the state
ment made by the hon. member for J'\ormanby 
was unworthy of him, and unworthy of the 
position he held. 

The PREMIER : According to the hon. 
me1nber, it was wrong to deny a false charge. 

l\Ir. MOREHEAD said he did not say so. 
But it was wrong to assert that a statement 
made 1y a gentleman was false nntil it was 
proved to be false. 

Mr. CHUBB said it wa,; a great pity that 
their two nights' discussion should terminate in 
such an angry manner. lT p to the present the 
discussion had gone on with perfect good 
temper, and it was much to be deprecated that 
they should separate with angry feelings. He 
thought both members had gone a little too far. 

Mr. STEVEXSON said he did not care 
whether the hon. member for Bowen thought he 
had gone too far or not ; he would maintain the 
position he had taken up. Since Mr. lllacdonald
Paterson had vacated the position of leader of the 
Upper House he had heard him advi"e me~bers 
of the Assembly before they voted for the railway 
to go and look at the country. Several hon. mem· 
bers could bear witness to that statement, and he 
was very sorry l\fr. 1\Iacdonald-Paterson could 
not be present to back up the statement he made. 
Did the Premier mean to say that he (Mr. 
Stevenson) had stated what was not true in the 
Committee? He had not ~;aid one single word 
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inside or outside that he could not prove to be 
true, not;vithstauding anything to the contrary 
the Pren11er nnght say. The Premier did not like 
the truth, and that was why he objected to the 
statement he had macle. The whole railway was 
a sham from beginning to end, au<l even if it were 
passed by that Committee, the Premier would 
arrange to have it blocked in the Upper House. 
At any rate, he was in such a position that he 
could not construct the line, even if it passed 
both Homes of P1trliament, bec1tuse the finances 
of the colony were in such " state that he could 
not get the money. The Premier knew very 
well that there were other lines that ought to be 
constructed long before that from \V arwick to 
Thane's Creek. 

Mr. KELLETT said he had risen to takP the 
part of an absent member. He was sure that if 
Mr. l'viacdonald-Paterson had been present, no 
such statement would ever have been made in 
that Committee 1ts had been. 

Mr. MURPHY: \Vhat 1tuthority have you 
for saying that? 

Mr. KELLETT said he had the very best 
authority-that of the late Postmaster-General, 
whose word was better than the word or even 
the bond of a good many hon. members on the 
other side of the Committee. He judged men 
by what he knew of them. He knew a good 
many hon. members who sat opposite; he 
knew the inside of them. He had had their 
measure for many years. 

Mr. MURPHY: There's not much inside of 
you. 

Mr. KELLETT said he had lived in the 
country long before many of those member.s who 
hail come from Victoria knew anything about it 
and he knew previous history that the hon: 
member for Barcoo did not know. But he knew 
an honourable man when he met him, and he 
said a(fain that he was satisfied that if Mr. Mac
donalcl-Paterson was in that Chamber no such 
statement would ever have heen made. If he 
lived long enough he would be there again, 
ani! on the floor of the House he would 
he able to defend himself in lan.,-uage much 
more forcible than he (Mr. Kellett) had 
made use of. He was satisfied that that 
gentleman had used his utmost endeavours 
to get that railway passed through the Upper 
House. He knew well, also, that nothing could 
grieve him more than 1vhen that line was lost in 
the Upper House. He would go further, and 
say that though Mr. Macdonald-Paterson had 
thought fit to sever his connection with his party 
he did so honourably, and that he was still an 
honourable and consistent member of the Liberal 
party. 

Mr. ::YIOREHEAD said, of course he did not 
know what the internal construction of hon. 
members on his side was. 

Mr. KELLETT: I do. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought the hon. 
member would be a very valuable medical adviser 
if he knew the construction of the insides of the 
people. He was not going to dispute the wild 
and vehement statements of the hon. member-he 
appeared to be rather too fiery a gentleman to 
deal quietly with; but with regard to his defence 
of Mr. Macdonalcl-Paterson, he had no doubt that 
gentleman would appe<tr on the floor of the 
House some day and defend hilmelf, hut he did 
not think he would walk in at the door at that 
present moment and explain what he did and 
what he did not, and he thought they might fairly 
wait until the proper period arrived. It would 
be much pleasanter to listen to what Mr. Mac
donald-Paterson had to say, because, from his 
knowledge of him, he was sure that he would 
speak in a more moderate and less fiery manner 

than his rcttorney, or friend, or relation, the 
member for Stanley. Now he really did not 
know why that excessive exuberance of debate 
had come on. They bad got on very nicely 
before, and he rE\~lly did not know what had 
brought on the warmth. 

The PHE::\li~R: You were not here when I 
moved the Chairman out of the chair. 

Mr. MO HE HEAD said he was aware of that; 
he was aware of the position that had been 
va<'atecl by the gentleman who so amply filled 
the position that Mr. Fmser occupied. He had 
no desire to introduce any element of discord 
into the debate. He was willing that the Chair
man should leave the chair, and he was quite 
sure that the Chairman desired the rest and 
quietness and peace which he would get by 
leaving the chair. But he (Mr. Morehead) 
wanted to see the chair vacated without any 
jarring and unpleasant remarks. They had been 
fighting <t good fight, and whether there was 
going to be a trnce or " surrender, he was not 
prepared to say; but whatever it might be, he 
was quite sure that the hon. member at the head 
of the Government was as desirous as he was 
that the Chairman should leave the chrdr. His 
(Mr. Morehead's) side of the House was per
fectly satisfied with the work that had been 
clone, and he was only sorry that any language 
of a strong nature used by hlm. gentlemen 
opposite had induced any unpleasantness. 

Mr. KELLETT : It was on your side. 
Mr. l'viOHEHEAD said he hoped that hon. 

gentlemen would not interrupt him. He was 
not using language calculated to provoke a. breach 
of the peace, and, in fact, he was so alarmed at 
the 1tttitude taken up by the Colonial Secretary 
the other night that he was very careful what 
language he did use. He trusted that the Chair
m1tn would be allowed to leave the chair, and, he 
hoped, not to resume it during the current Par
liament. 

Mr. STEVENSO)I said, before the Chairman 
left the chair he wished to say a few words in 
defence of the late Postmaster-General, and, 
without using any priv"'te conversations at all, 
he wished simply to point to that gentleman's 
public statement. As he had already said, he 
had introduced a deputation to him in regard to 
a bi-weekly or tri-weekly mail service from 
"\Varwicl• to Goondiwindi, and that hon. gentle
man distinctly stated that the traffic along that 
line "as not snfficient to justify him in granting 
a bi-weekly or tri-weekly mail service. vVell, 
was not that a proof, on the face of it, that he 
\'as not in earnest in trying to p:<ss the \V arwick 
to St. George railway? He thought that must 
be patent to every hon. gentleman in the House, 
and that w:J.s all he had got to say with regard 
to the late Postmaster-General. 

Mr. MORGAK F·aicl he thought it right to say 
a word or two in reply to the matter which had 
been imported into the debate by the hon. mem
ber for N ormanby. The hon. gentleman rose for 
the express purpose of accusing the Government 
of insincerity in regard to that rail way, which had 
been before the Committee four or five times 
during the present session. \Veil, the conduct of 
the gentlemen who sat with the member for 
Norman by during the past forty-eight hours had 
amply demonstrated to them that if they, on his 
side, had weak friends tC1ey had got very strong 
and uncompromising foes on the other side. 
That was perfectly clear, and wtts a fact not to 
be lost sight of. He wished to make that 
remark, and also to say that the hon. member's 
references to the late Postmaster-General con
tained serious aspersions upon the sincerity 
of that gentleman'-1 actions in the Legisla
tive Council, and also upon those of another 
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gentleman of the Council, the Hon. Dr. 
Taylor, which were not borne out by the 
facts. He was pretty familiar with the details 
which led to the unfortunate blunder made in 
the Legislative Council bst year. It was a 
bungle, and nothing else, produced by a r"mbi
nation of circun1stances unfortnna..te to those 
who de,;ired to see that railway constructed. 
There had not been the slightese premeditation 
in the matter, and he did not believe the mem
bers of the Government or their supporters h<td 
acted in a treacherous manner. 

The PREMIER: Nor does anyone else. 
Mr. M ORGAN said that was his opinion, and 

it was founded upon a knowledge of the facts 
more extensive than that of the hon. member for 
Normanby. 

Question-That the Chairman leave the 
chair, report no progress, and ask leave to sit 
again-put and passed. 

The House resumed, and, on the motion of 
the MINISTER FOR WORKS, the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

ADJOURNME:l'\T. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 

move that this House do now adjourn. 
Question put and passed, and the House 

adjourned at seven minutes to 11 o'clock. 




