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LEGISLATIVE ASS~lYIBLY. 

Tuesc/ay, 18 Octobe1', 1887. 

Qucstion.-::\Iotion for Adjonrnment-'rluough Railway 
Oommunieation with Sydncy.-I~~uly Bowen Lying
in IIosrlital Land Sale B~ll-third reading.-Motion 
for Adjournment-Influx of Cllinese from I)ort Dar
"\Vin.-llritish :Xcw Guinea (Queensland) Bill
second reading.-Quccm>land Fisheries Bill-Con~ 
si.deration in Committee of JJegislative Council's 
Amendments.--Electoral Districts Bill-committee. 
-.Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the ch:.ir at half. past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
The Ho!'! .• T. M. ::\IACROSSAN a~ked the 

Minister for \V orks-
1. "\Yhat is the estimated quantity of c2ment concrete 

required on the second section of the Ctlirns R.ail\vay? 
2. How much has the contractor's price for cement 

concrete hecn reduced, and at what date was the l'educ~ 
tion made? 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) repliecl-

1. 1·1,503 cubic yards. 
2. The priCe of cement concrete under iron briU.ges 

was rcdnccd from one hundrcdshillin~s (lOOs.l per cubic 
yard to eighty shillings (80.s.) on 9t.h June, 1887, and 
further reduced to seventy shillings (70s.) on 5th 
October. 1887. 

MOTION FOR ADJOUUNMENT. 

THROUGH RAILWAY CmiMUNICATION WITH 

SYDNEY. 

Mr. i\IORGAN 'aid: Mr. Speaker,-I wish 
to direct the attention of the head of the Govern· 
ment to a matter of some importance to the 
people of this colony, and, if necessary, I shall 
conclude with a motion for adjournment, although 
I do not suppose the matter will take up very 
much time. It is in reference to the delay in 
establiRhing through railway communication 
between this colony and ::\'ew South "Wales. I 
understand that the rails on the New South 
\Vales side, between Tenterfield and \Vallangarra, 
have been laid, that the line is now complete, and 
has been so for some time. Trains were run by the 
contractor for a short time, and passengers were 
conveyed at their own risk; but this practice 
ha~ now been discontinued, and the line, though 
finished, is lying idle. Passengers on the Queens· 
land railway have to embark on a coach and 
undergo a journey of twelve or fourteen miles at 
night time, and the effect of this is, of course, to 
deter females, or at any rate the majority of 
females, from using that route, the result being 
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that a large quantity of passenger traffic, which 
would go by that way to the southern colonies, is 
divel'ted to the steamers, and the Qneensland 
Government h; the sufferer. I am well aware, 
:!VIr. Speaker, that this is not a matter which 
the Government of this colony c:tn be blamed 
for, as I believe that they have been making 
representations to the Government of the 
mother colony, and trying to make :trrange
ments for the opening of this line. It 
semns to 1ne, sir, in reference to this nw.tter, 
as well as in reference to the matter of the 
futnre governn1ent of New G-uinea, that ~ew 
South \V::t,le..; is <leter1nined to take up a dog-in
the-tnanger po:-5ition. I think, ho\\'ever, that it is 
jmt as well that attention should he dro.wn to 
the subject here, so that 1\Iini,tero ehould have 
an opportunity of explaining the cause of the 
delay, and showing that it is not due to any 
ftwlt on their part. I beg to move the adjourn
ment of the House. 

The MT-:-;[ISTER Ji'QR WORKS said : Mr. 
Speaker,~Nothing has been done up to the 
precent time by the Government of New South 
\Vales in regard to arranging for a joint station 
at \Vallangarra. A proposition was Jllade to 
them, ac~ompanied by pbns of the station, but 
that they would not accept, and proposed 
instead that the Commissioner for Hail wavs 
should meet their Commissioner for Ra1l
ways at X ewcastle to arrange the 1natter 
there. But it is a matter tlutt can only be 
arranged upon the ground, a.nd we declined to 
accept their proposition. They ""Y the difficulty 
in >trranging the tmffic was that they could not 
get the ste:unship companies to fall in with their 
proposed time-tables. That was a difficulty that 
I certainly could not understand. I think they 
might have made their time-table and compelled 
the steamship companies to run to their time. 
The New South \V ales Government will not 
come and arrange for the joint station, and we 
are prepared to cctrry ont our own plans on our 
own siLle of the border and leave them to arrange 
theirs, if they will not meet us hctlf-way. IV e 
have done all we possibly can to induce them 
to cmne here and arrange; but no progre,.,s 
has been made. They she! ve the matter or 
place more obstacles in the way, or ask us to go 
to Sydney to arrange it. It is a question that 
can only be arranged upon the ground where we 
can discuss the arguments for and against it. At 
present we can do nothing more th:tn arrange 
plans for our own station, and leave them to do 
the same for theirs. 

1\Ir. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,~ 
I am very glad this matter has been brought 
before the House, although I do not think it is 
at all likely that anything we mtn say here will 
influence the New South IV ales Government 
in the least degree. Sir Henry Parkes, their 
Premier, I believe, has been pretty much bothered 
with his own affairs, and has not had much time 
to attend to tht' business of his own colony, much 
less that of any other colony, lately. I do 
think that if the matter were brought for
cibly before the people of New Sonth IV ales, 
and of Sydney, that they had gone to the 
expense of makmg this line, and now it was not 
being used, and there was not the traffic upon it 
which might legitimately accrue to or belong to 
it~they would stir up the Government in some 
way. If the Press would only lift up its voice in 
the matter and stir up the people of New South 
\Vales, we might get some redn'c;S. Surely the 
people of New South \Vales would not be content 
to put up with the absurdity of constructing a 
line and paying for it, and then not running any 
traffic upon it of any kind. It seems absurd, 
when they have a line already made and paid 
for, that coaches should run alongside it, and 

that there should be great inconvenience to 
passengers who wish to go overland. I myself 
do not see any remedy. I think we shall have 
to declare war against New South \Vales 
directly, if she will not attend to ns, or 
offer us any more facilities than at present. 
\Ye do not seem to be able to get any satisfaction 
out of them at Dll, but I hope that when Sir 
Henry Parkes gets his difficulties comfortably 
arranged he will sholi¥ us a little more considem
tion than he has clone up to the present tune. 

:i\Ir. KATE3 sD.id: Mr. Speaker,--Thi;.: colony 
is a grea.t loser in consequence of the dela.y, 
beca.uNe ·we ha' e exten(1ed our line as far as 
\Va1langa1·ra, with the object of getting 1Xt,8Henger 
tmftlc from New South \Vales into thifl colony; 
it would have been perfectly useless to have 
extended it for any other reason, becanse there 
i,; no traffic between Stanthorpe and \Vallan
garra. There i.s alre~tdy a large increu,se in the 
tl'affic from New South IV ales to Queensland 
overland, and if the remaining link were cmn
pleted, the bulk of passengers from New South 
\Vn.le" wonl<l come to Bri,bane by that route, 
especially women and children, who prefer travel
ling by rail to travelling by •mt. I hope this 
discth<ion will be read in New South IV ales, and 
that it will induce them to lmrry on and com
plete what they ought to have completed f,ome 
time ago. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,~ I agree 
with previous speakers that it is a pity this 
connecting link is not completed, so that any 
passenger.s \Vho do want to travel bet,veen the 
bvo colonies overland 1nay avail the1nselves of 
that route, but I do not agree with the member 
for Dal'ling Downs that we should have the rush 
of passenger• which he seems to anticipate. I 
am of opinion that the passengers between the 
two colonies hitherto have been those who have 
not hn.<l to pay their own way-that is, they have 
tmvelled on railway passes, either as members of 
Parliament or as officials belonging to New South 
\V ales m· to Queensland ; I am also of opinion 
that a person-will stand a great deal of sea-sickness 
rather than pay something like £14 for what 
he can get for £6. I hope we shall have a large 
nun1 bcr of paRsengers travelling bflrderwise, but 
if that is to be brought about we shall h:wc to 
n1ake sorne different arrange1nents in our raihvay 
charges-scmething like the rates between New 
South Wales and Victoria-so that the price of 
a return ticket shall not be very much in excess 
of what is charged by the steamers. If Bris
bane, however, is the goal aimed at, the journey 
is very much quicker by steamer than by the 
overland route~at all eYent.s, the way pas
sengers have to come now and will have to 
come for some time unt1l the bridge across 
the Hawke,bury is finished. I am glad that 
attention has been called to the matter, because 
it is a pity that the fourteen miles of line f01 m
ing the connecting link should remain unused. 

Mr. KELL:ET'l' said: Mr. Speaker,~I think 
the hon. member who last spoke is wrong 
in his figures. I think the fare to Sydney over
land is under half what he stated; and even at 
the present rate the great majority of passengers 
will prefer to travel by rail, not only on account 
of the sea-sickness connected with travelling by 
steamer, but also on account of the many mishaps 
that have occurred to steamers lately. It is 
most unaccountable to me that New South 
\Vales should leave the line as it is, and I think 
it a great ]Jity that the lines of the two colonies 
are not connected. \Vhen I was there, more 
than three months ago, the rails were laid on our 
line, and there was nothing to be done but to 
connect the two lines. I think the Minister for 
vVorks, or whoever has charge of the matter in 
New South vVales, might be asked to run trains 
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to a tempor:;try platform, if it is not convenient to 
erect a proper station at present, and then the 
people behind the ::\1:inister might vush him on 
to take the necessary action. 

l'>Ir. ALAND, in explanation, said : ::\1:r. 
Speaker,-I wish to say that I was comparing 
£14, the return fare ovedand, with £5, which is 
the price of a rot urn ticket between Brisbane ami 
Sydney by steamer. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : I don t think you can 
get a return ticket fur £ii. 

Mr. ALAND : I paid £il for a return ticket 
last Friday. 

Mr. \VHITE said: Mr. Speaker,-I cannot 
help notieing· the simplicity of the hon. member 
for Darling Downs, ·Mr. Kates, in his desire to 
see the New South \Vales people cnming here. 
'The New South \Vales people du not want 
a rush of people from there to Queeusland; 
they do not want to complete the railway to 
let the pe•)ple all out of 2'\ ew South vV ales to 
Queensland; therefore he is simply stimulating 
them by his little speech to keep the railway as 
it \Vere shut off. I reckon we want to go frorH 
Queensland to New South \Vales, and, of conrse, 
to have pa:-:~engers going backward and. forward ; 
but the hon. member allnded altogether to the 
rush of people from New South \Vales to 
Queensland. That, I think, would really debar 
them from completing the railway if they took 
that view of it themselves. 

Mr. M ORGAN, in reply, said: Mr. Srm'tker, 
-Aft<~r what has hllen from the hon. member 
for Stanley, Mr. \Vhite, I make no doubt that if 
the line lmd been made with the Phillips's steel 
sleepers he would have been a strong advocate for 
opening the rail way immediately; but as it is only 
made with the orthodox ironbark sleepers he is 
willing to let it remain unused till the white ants 
have destroyed it. As to the figures quoted by 
the hon. member for Toowoomba, he may be 
right as to the steamer fares, but he certainly 
rather overstated the cost of travelling overland 
between Brisbnne and Sydney. There is very 
little difference between the steamer fares 
to Sydney and the actual railway hre from 
Brisbane to Svdney; there is some difference 
in favour of the stenmer, but not any 
tnaterial difference. You can get frmn Brisbane 
to Adelaide and hack for £18 by rail by taking a 
return ticket. The question, however, b this : 
A nmin high road between the colonies of Aus
tralia is practically completed, but not in working 
order, simply because the Go,'ernment of the 
mother colony gets its back up, and assumes a 
dog--in-the-manger attitude, and nobody can 
oblige her to make use of the connecting link. I 
think the people, not onlv of queensland but of 
theirowncolony,oughtto be made aware of the fact. 
But there is another and more important matter 
bearing on this question than the 1nere pasilenuer 
traffic, and that is the despatch and doli very b of 
ma1ls. At present, as we know, the mails be
tween the southern colonies and Queensland are 
delayed daily by that break in the overland route, 
It is surely of gTeat importance that the deliverv 
of mails should be expedited as much as possible, 
and I believe that if this short coach service 
were dispensed with, and the short piece of 
line there were utilised, there would be a 
saving of tin1e of smnething like two hours in 
the carrying of mails between Brisbane and 
Sydney. I think, therefore, that some fresh 
representation, couched in pretty strong language, 
should be conveyed by the Government of this 
Cdlony to the Government of Kew South \Vales. 
The matter is one of importance, and I am not 
sorry that I drew attention to it. ·with the per
mission of the House, I beg to withdraw the 
motion for adjournment>. 

Motion, by leavto, withdrawn, 

LADY BOWEN LYING-IN HOSPITAL 
LAND SALB BILL. 

THilW READI:S:G. 

On the motion of Mr. \V. BROOKES, this 
Bill was read a third time, passed, and ordered 
to be forwarded to the LPgislative Council for 
their concurrence, by message in the usual form. 

MOTIOK FOR AD.JOURN.:YIENT. 
Ix}'Ll:X oF CHI:-i"ESE FRO>r PoRT DAnwr:-i". 

Mr. P AL::\IER said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I have 
ju::;t received a telegrcun fronl Croydon on a 
subject of importance to that goldtield, and I 
wi-,h to call the attention of the Premier to the 
matter contained therein, and that is the 
probable introduction of Chinese overland from 
Port Darwin. There is said to be a very large 
influx of Chinese overland by way of Burke
town n,nd the :t\icholson Hiver, evidently drawn 
there by the reports w hi oh have reached them 
about the Croydon Gold Field. \Ve all know 
that there i' a very large Chine8e population on 
the goldHeldsatl'ortDarwin. I think the reports 
of their prospects on that field have not been 
very favm1rable lately. There are thousands of 
Chinese on the field, ttnd no donht the pressure 
of bad times will hnve some effect in inducing 
them to try their luck in the long overland 
journey from Port Dnrwin to Croydon. The 
inducements to this are twofold : one is that 
they will thus evade the poll-tax, and the other 
that they will at once secure a goorl means of 
livelihood nt Croydon. I have always been very 
much averse tu the introduction of Chine,;e on 
goldfields in ttny shape or form. \Ve know 
that that is where the trouble begins. \Vhere 
Chinese and diggers meet there is always 
trouble. I do not see what business Chinese 
have on goltlfie lds at all. The miners at 
Croydon are determined that they will pre
vent this threatened influx of Chinese from 
Port Darwin. They are pretty well informed 
th[lt there [Ire 500 ,)n the way overland, and there 
are already abnut 500 on Croydon, which I think 
is more thnn amvle for the number of }<;uropean 
miners on the field. I should like to know 
whether the Premier has received any informa
tion on the subject, and whether he will take 
any steps to prevent those Chinese coming o~ ar
land by the Nicholwn River across the north
west border of Queensland. There is no police 
station there, and it is very easy for any 
number of Chinese to find their way into the 
colony from that direction, come acwss the 
the country, ttnd evade the poll-tax. There 
is to be a Inonster meeting of n1iners at Crov
don in a few dnvs to take steps to prevent 
the introduction of the Chinese, who are reported 
to be on their way to that locality, and I think 
this timely warning should induce the Govern
ment to take such action as will prevent any 
disturb"nc0, in a short time to come. In calling 
the attention of the Government to the matter, 
I would like to refer to another, which ie open 
to anv member who looks at the statistics in the 
"Yeiir Book" of Victoria. There I see that 1,178 
Chinese were naturalised in Victoria during the 
year 1886. That is a very large number, nnd it is 
more than h>ts been naturalised in any one year for 
six or seven years previously, which shows, I think, 
thttt there has been some motive that has induced 
them to become naturalised. I should like to 
know what position the goldfields of this colony, 
and the colony itself, are in with regard to 
Chinese naturalised in nnother colony. How 
are we to distinguish between those who are 
naturalised and those who are not? Surelv those 
Chinese who are n[ltumlioed in another "colony 
are on the same footing here. 

The PRE1IIER: No, 
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Mr .. P ALMER : I a1?- very gla<l to hear the 
Prenuer say that they w1ll h>1ve no stltnding- here. 
I began to think that the m<1tter wa.s mther 
serious, but with re~ctrd tq this proha.ble influx 
of. Chit:~se from Port Dltrwin to Croydon, I 
thmk 1t 1s my duty to lmng the matter under 
the notice of the Go,·ernment. 

The T:'lU~MIER: ·what is the telegram Tell 
us what it i' about. 

Mr. PAL:\fER: I will read the telegram. It 
is from the Prngre.s8 As.:-:ociati.on of Croydon. 
:rhere is real~y the prospect. of a very alarming 
mflux of Chmese. The rmners rLt Croydon are 
nnturally alarmed at the prospect, rtncl.I symprt
thise with them very much in that respect.· I do 
not believe Chinese hnve nny right whatever to 
be on our goldfields ; they do no goo<l, on the 
contrary they do a great deal of lmrm. They 
prevent a lot nf miner« getting the livelihood they 
woul(l othenvise obt::tin. rrhe telegrarn is Oate~l 
"Croydon, 17th October," and is as follows:-

" ~eported here that five hundred (:)00) Chinese :tre 
conung over from Port Darwin a1111 cYrvling the poll
tax. All the water sites are lJeiug- taken np 1Jy them 
They arn d~tily incre<LSing in nnmlJtWS auU com}Jeting 
with whit.e men Ple·tse see 3Ia .. cros"an and bring the 
matter be tore the Hon~e A mon~ter meeting is called_ 
for next Satu~·day ui.ght to take skps to prevent the 
influx of the Chinese on this or other goldfields There 
are alr" :td,\' tlve hundred 500l Chinese on the 1iPld As 
3Iacrossau knows we do not want the Palm er repPated 
here If immediate action i:::. n0t taken there wlH be 
serious distnrbanccs on the field. 

"CtL\.H.LES F. GARD!.NER, 

"Chairman Progress Committee." 
I think it my dnty to bring the matter before the 
Government. I very well know that vears back 
there were great obstacles in the wav "of Chinese 
venturing ncross that overland j<i'urney from 
Port Dttrwin. I know the difficulties of the 
road from bL1cks and the long distances between 
houses of accommocl>ttion, ttnd it was thought. at 
one time, that those things would deter them fr:om 
tnking the overhnd journey ; but I anticipated 
three or four yettrs ago that they would come. 
It. is a well-watered road, though, as I have 
saul, there are but few houses of accommodation 
and anyone undertaking the journey must shLrt 
with sufficient rations to take him riuht throuuh. 
\Ye know the Chine,.e have a terrZr of bla~l<s, 
and that would be one deterrent, but when 
there are 500 of them they will, from their 
numbers, overcome that terror; and possibly that 
is taking place, The evasion of the poll-tax is 
one inducement, and the prospects of the Croy
don Gold Field another, so that wme nction shonid 
be taken to prevent an influx of Chinese from 
Port Darwin. I move the adjournment of the 
House. 

The PRE~I[IEit said: Mr. Speaker,-! have 
not received any recent information with respect 
to the influx of Chinese over the border by way 
of the Nicholson River from Port Darwin. A 
little while ago there was a rumour that a number 
of Chinese were coming into the colony from 
thttt direction. Careful inquiries were made, 
and it waB found thnt these numerous Chinese 
resolved themselves into one Chinese cook who 
had come from Bnrketown to Camooweal by 
the road which crosses the border at several 
places, and that Chinaman was reckoned up a 
great many times. As far as I could discover he 
was the only one who had crossed the border, 
and that gave rise to the alarming accounts 
that were heard of. I am aware that there are 
a large number of Chinese at Port Darwin, 
b~t I do not think it is likely that they 
w1ll come across the border. As to their 
going to Croydon, of course that field is not 
open to them at the present time, as it has not 
been discovered for three years. It is a new 
goldfield, and before the three years have expired 
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this House probnbly will be asked to deal 
with the Chinese question in a very radical 
mnnner; ,;o that I do not think there is any 
occasion to be alarmed at the present time. 

Mr. LU.YlLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
take this op[Jortunity of calling the attention of 
the Premier to my previous suggestion, made at 
the end of the last session on a motion for 
adjournlllt:'nt, on which occru;ion I pointed out 
that the Government should prevent Chinese 
from coming here by :-~topviug the issue of 1niners' 
rights. I al,;o asked a question this year as to 
whethGr the Government were contemplating 
anything of that kind, and received the anR\ver, 
"Ko." Xow we are told at the end of the 
session that the Government really are going to 
consider the Chinese question nnd alter the law 
in a radical direction. I consider it is time they 
did. I think there is some clanger of an influx 
of Chinese into our gold, tin, and silver mines 
throug-h the road thnt has been mentioned, 
although the difficulties of that road have been 
somewh.,,t exaggerated by the hon. member for 
Burke. The road from Port Darwin to Burketown 
is by no rne,ms a difficult road for Chinamen to 
travel. They can replenish their stores at the 
::Yiacarthur Hiver, where there is a pretty large 
depot. Of course they were formerly deterred 
by the blacks, but 100, or even 50 of them, 
travelling together, would overcome that diffi
culty, nncl they can travel along in a way that 
would astonish white people. The Chinese are 
not affected by the heat or the malarious nature 
of the country in the same way that white people 
are, and they cnn carry large supplies of food 
with them. I have visited Port Darwin since 
last session, and seen the Chinnmen who are 
there. They are extensively employed in mining, 
at wag·es much lower than they take in Queens
L1nd, and if a great nnm ber of them can see their 
way to a profitable exodus into this country, they 
will soon be here. The difficulty of want of 
water does not exist along the road between Port 
Darwin .tnd the Gulf of Carpentaria. There is 
]Jlenty of water, and I believe the Chinamen will 
come nlong if the present Government continue 
to hold out the inducements which exist for 
those people to come to this colony. I do not 
believe in dealing unfairly with the Chinese-of 
bullying them when they are here nncler the 
existing law; but I believe the law will have to 
be altered so as to diminish the inducements 
offered to them to come here. I think we have 
a perfect right to protect ourselves against them. 
I do not see at all why Chinamenshonlcl be allowed 
to mine at all in Queensland, and I do hope that 
the Premier will at nn early period considnr the 
advisability of bringing in a Bill to limit and 
restrict the privileges possessed by Chinamen in 
this colony. \V e should not be so much better 
off by levying an annual poll-tax upon them, as 
has been suggested by someone, because it is a 
tax which would not be easy to collect. The 
first poll-tax can be collected easily enough, but 
as Chinamen are so much alike I do not see how 
a residential tax could be collected. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I think, even if there wns no proba
bility of the number of Chinese mentioned in 
the telegram going to Croydon, we still have 
reason to be alarmed. If the information I have 
received is correct they are not coming that way 
yet, but they may come in the future. They are 
very unlikely, I think, to come to Croydon for 
mining purposes, becttuse they must know that 
they will not be permitted to mine there. I 
should like to know what the 500 Chinamen who 
are there already are doing ? The telegram says 
there are 500 Chinese on Croydon Gold Field 
already, and if so there are 500 too many, 
!>nd they may do ~:~n immense amount of 
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harm if they are allowed to remain there. 
Now, the sender of that telegram speak~ 
about all the available water sites being taken 
up by Chinamen, and that is the most important 
part of the telegram to my mind. If the water 
sites are being taken up hy Chinese I can quite 
understand what the result will be. They will 
have to be sent away, leg·ally or illegally, from 
those sites. It had to be done on Charters Towers 
when there was a warden there rather nredis
posed to Chinamen. He gave the Chinarnen all 
the available water sites along the creek for 
garden purposes, and sites which should have 
heen used for crushing mn.chines were used by 
Chinan1en for growing vegetables. Now, if they 
want to grow vegetables they should be made to 
do so at a reasonable distance from the goldfield. 
They can grow them twenty or thirty miles 
away very profitably, judging by the prices they 
charge. I think the Chief Secretary should not 
make so light of this telegram, and quote the 
instance of the solitary Chinese cook who 
crossed the border several times, and was multi
plied until he became hundreds of Chinese. 
I think it is as well to take time by the fore
lock, and I am certain the hnn. gentleman can 
spare from somewhere in the colony a gang of 
native police-there need not be a large num
ber, four or five would do--and if the hon. 
gentleman would give an officer of the«e police 
power to deal with the Chinamen and ex
tract the poll-tax from them as he met them, 
they would probably send back word to their 
countrymen which would have the effect 
of deterring them from coming in such 
large numbers. Besides, the funds in the 
Treasury just now are rather low, and 500 
Chinamen at .£30 each would produce a very 
respectable sum, so that even from a Treasury 
point of view he might accept my suggestion 
and get a gang of native police to patrol as near 
the border as convenient, and prevent any 
Chinese coming over that way to evade the 
poll-tax. The Premier made a statement I 
should like to have verified-that is, that a 
naturalised Chinaman could do no good by 
coming into this colony. If that be the case 
I would like to know why it is, that in our 
different Acts of Parliament which we have 
passed in this House prevt>nting and regulating 
the operations of Chinese on the goldfields of 
this colony, we have always used the terms, 
" Asiatic or African alien." If a Chinaman is 
naturalised he is not an alien. 

The PREMIER : I referred to Chinese not 
naturaJi,ed here. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: If he is 
a naturalised British subject he can come here. 

The PREMIER : Yes; if he is naturalised as 
a British subject by a law having the force of law 
in Queensland. 

The HoN. J. M. MACRORSAN: I do not 
understand the nice distinction drawn. For 
instance, if a Chinese was naturalised in Hong
kong-that, I believe, was the difficulty always, 
if a Chinaman was naturalised in Hongkong he 
could come here and the poll-tax could not be 
enforced in his case. 

The PREMIER : It is enforced. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I should 

certainly like this question cleared up, for the 
off-hand way in which the Premier has dealt 
with it is not sufficient, I think, to convince 
the House. He must explain to us why words 
similar to those to which I have referred are used. 
·what is the use of the naturalisation papers if 
they are not to give the person who obtains them 
all the privileges of an Englishman? If a 
:Frenchman, German, Dane, or Swede gets 
naturalisation papers here he is admitted to 

all the privileges of an Englishman. How can 
we treat Chinese differently? Have we any 
special authority delegated to us upon that 
point by the Imperial Government to pre
vent Chinese who are naturalised having the 
privileges accorded to other aliens who may 
become naturalised? It seems to me rather a 
strange assertion to make. Although there is 
great danger, as the hon. 1nen1ber for Burke ha.s 
pointed out, in the number of('hinese naturalised 
in one year in Victoria, I think the Victorian Gov
ernment have lately come to the conclusion to 
naturalise no more Chinese. I think it would be 
a good thing, also, if this Governrnent is.::med 
instrnctions to their officers to see that no more 
Chinese are naturalised here. 

The PRE:HIER: The Government have deter
mined to do so. 

The HoN. J. M. 1\IACROSSAN : I think, 
also, it would be a very good thing to issue 
special im;tructions to the warden at Croydon 
with respect to the water frontages spoken of, 
so that none of them may be granted to Chinese, 
whether naturalised or not, as they are as great 
an injury in that way as by mining on the fields. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge) said: Mr. Speaker,-The hon. gentle
nlan see1ns to be under a mir:apprehension as to 
what is the law regarding Chinese naturalised 
in other British possessions. The Legislatures 
of Victoria, New South \Vales, or any other 
British possession has no right to make a law 
regulating the naturalisation of Chinese which 
will extend beyond the limits of the territory 
over which it has jurisdiction. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : Does that 
refer to Germans or Swedes? 

'rheATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes, but lam 
referring particularly to a statute dealing with 
Chinese apart from aliens generally. vVe have 
a law here by which the right of Chinese to come 
into this colony is regulated, and section 5 of the 
Chinese Regulation Act says :-

"Every Chinese arrivh1g in the colony after the 
passing of this Act otherwise than by any vessel shall 
pay, or have paid for him, to some officer whom the 
Governor in Council may appoint, at any lllace on or 
near the borders of the colony, or otherwise conveni4 

ently situate for that purpose, a like sum of £30." 
If hon. gentlemen will look at the interpretation 
clauee of the Act they will find Chinese defined 
for the purpose of the Act as " an:v native of the 
Chinese Empire or its dependencies, not born of 
British parents." That definition seems to have 
been purposely made by the Legislature, and the 
meshes of it are small enough to catch every 
Chinaman. If the Chinaman is a native of the 
Chinese Empire, and is not born of British 
parents, and not naturalised in this colony, he 
must pay the poll-tax. I suppose that Act was 
made so specific in its limitations as that in order 
that the poll-tax might not be evaded. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Why do we 
use the term in our Gold Fields Act, "Asiatic or 
African alien " ? 

Mr. W. BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
must confess I share in a good deal of the doubt 
expressed by the hon. member for Townsville. 
Even yet the Attorney-General has not made it 
clear to me. The interpretation clause to which 
he referred us defines Chinese as "any native of 
the Chinese Empire or its dependencies, not born 
of British parents." This may not be the time 
to say so, but I think we can hardly call the 
100,000 Chinese coolies in Hongkong subjects 
of the Chinese Empire, and I believe they can 
come here from there in any number. I may be 
wrong in that, but I believe that what the hon. 
member for Townsvi]le has said is perfectly 
correct, 
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The PREMIER : The Act does not say 
"subjects" of the Chinese Empire. 

Mr. 'vV. BROOKES : The Premier reminds 
me that the Act does not say "subjects" of the 
the Chinese Em)Jire, but any native of the 
Chinese Empire. \Veil, I would like to know 
how many of the 100,000 coolie' in Hong
kong- are natives of the Chinese Empire; I 
think very few of them are natives. There is a 
large coming and going frmn that crupire to 
Hongkong, I (la,resa.y, but a \'t~ry lan.;-e rnnnl)er 
of the 100,000 have been born in Hongkong-. 
I-Iongkong baR now been a Rriti8h por:;;:;e".siPn for 
,o long that I think it is hir to SU]l)JOSe tlmt 
almost all the coolies there have been born there, 
and are therefore British snbjects. All I wish to 
say, ho\vever, is that there llHty Le gent1ernen 
besides the hon. member for Townsville and my
self who are of opinion that thi~ matter shonl<l 
be made a great deal mm·e clear than it has yet 
been made. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said : Mr. Speaker,
\Vhile we are on this question I should like tn 
ask the PrPmier whether the Government have 
received any inforrnation with rPgard to a report 
which is said to have been made by the two 
Chinese Commissioners who lately visited this 
colony. The reason I ask is because I see in the 
Sydney JJforning Herald of Satnrday last that 
such a report is said to have been rnade, or is in 
progress of construction, and the tenor of it is 
stated to he such as, if not to alarm, at any rate to 
lead the Governments of the Australian colonies 
to take immediate action upon the matter. I will 
read the Herald sub-leader, in which this infor
mation is contained. It is as follows :-

"Some information is IJnblished elsewhere-. throw
ing new light upon the proceedings of the Chine"e 
Commissioners during their visit to Australia. It goes 
to show that thry were l'ent, not merely to ascertain 
the condition of the Chinese who arc in the colonies, 
but to form a judgment as to the character of these 
colonies as a field for emigrants from China. Appa.l'
ently the Commi~'>ioners arrived at a faY01ua1Jle eon
clusion upon both points. This nuty not be qnite in 
accordance with some of their exvres::>ions of oviuion 
here, but it is to be remembered that n.lthongh they 
saw many deputations, and were asked many questions by 
inqnisitivepeople, they were diplomati.sts.sayin;:{as much 
as they liked, and keeping back as much as they thought 
fit. 'l'he~· were not in the lvitness-box under obligation 
to tell the whole truth. 'l'hey had reason ~encrally to 
be satisfied with their reception, but it is not im~ 
probable that they went away with a poor imprtssiou 
of some of the men they met, and that in their minds 
there may be an idea that the L1nestion of the status 
of their countrymen in Australia is one to be dis
cussed in JJondon and Pckin rather than here. 'rhis is 
suggested by the reference to a possible revision of 
treaties between Great Britain and China. 1Ve cannot 
at present tell wlmt weight is to be attached. to those 
suppositions, but, if there is anything in them, they 
are premonitory of future trouble. The strong 
antagonism throughout Australia to Chine~e im
migration is an establishecl fact. The visit of the 
Commissioners has been ans,vercd by a movement for 
legislation tha.t 'vould in effect prohibit it. But if the 
Chinese Government should say, "This is an Imperial 
question 'vhich cannot be settled by provisional 
authorities," the J<~nglish Government might feel some 
embarrassment in meeting the assertion with a direct 
negative answer. Great Britain has broken down the 
Chinese policy of exclusiveness by force of arms. and it 
wonld not be easy to stand up in defence of a policy of 
exclusiveness, directed s11ecially against the Chinese in 
any part of the British Empire. In view of possible com
plications in the East, and also the need for opening fresh 
markets to British trade, the maintenance of friendly, if 
not cordial, rela.tions with China is now recognised as a 
matterofhigh expediency. By the annexation of Bnrmah 
Great Britain and China have become next-door neigh
bours ; and it is significant that, in the lately executed 
Convention bet'\veen the tv;To Governments, which 
recognises that fact, England has conceded the con
tinuance by the Burmese authorities of certain 
observances which imply a recognition on their part of 
Chinese suzerainty. ~ow, if the Chinese Government 
press upon Great llritain the justice of redressing 
Chinese grieva,nces in this part of the Britis}l EIDl)irc, 

and intimate that the discontinuance of friendly rela
tton8 wonld be the alternative, there 'vonld be no eRcape 
from giving offence ou the one side or the ~ther. ~t 
would be bad policy to quarrel with the colonies, but 1t 
wonld also be bad policy to flnarrel with China. The 
problem could be solYcd here if we were all willing to 
con.-ent otuselve•, lYith compelling the Chinese to live up 
to onr high standard. There would not b~: a rational 
insnH in t.lmt, 1Jnt it lVOnld take the sting out of 
Chines-e "Olnpeti.tion with the 'vorking man." 
If there is any truth in that, I trust and I think 
the Premier \vill take the earliest opportunity of 
giYing the Inlperia] novernment to understand 
that on the Chinese que,;tion-in this colony at 
any rate-there are no t\vo opinions. There rnay 
be two opinions on n1any other que~tions that 
come before us, hut on the Chinese question there 
is only one. Referring to that article, I do not 
suppo.;e there is one member of the House who is 
desirous of educatirw the Chinese up to what is 
called our high standard. \Ve do not want to 
have the trouble of e<lncating- them up to our 
high standard. Still there is a good deal in that 
ttrticle which requires the immediate attention 
of the Premiers of all the colonies. The question 
is an intercolonial one-it concerns the whole of 
Amtralia; and I trust the Premier will take the 
earliest opportunity-as I am sure he will-of 
informing the Imperial authorities that if they 
insist upon keeping friends with China on the 
terms suggested in that article, they had better 
rmtke up their minds to part with us. If the 
Chinese, or rather the Chinese trade, is of more 
importance to the Empire than the Australian 
colonies are, let us understand it, and then we 
shall know what to do. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-With 
the permission of the House I should like to say 
a word or two in reply to the hem. member. I 
have not had my attention called to any state
ment with reg-ard to the report of the Chinese 
commissioners; nor was I aware that they had 
made any, although I saw a rumour that they 
had sent in their report. As soon as we have 
the information I shall do whatever may be 
neces>3ary to convince the In1perial authorities as 
to the unalterable opinion of this colony, as 
one of the Australian colonies, on the Chinese 
question. But not much, I think, is required to 
be said on that subject. The Imperial Gov
ernment thoroug-hly unrlerstand our views -
thoroughly know \Vhr,t they are-and I think it 
will be a long time before they do anything 
in opposition to them. I should like to be per
mitted to add that the Government arrived at 
the conclusion, a short time since, to refuse to 
issue any more letters of naturalisation to 
Chinese. They are not compelled to do Bo, and 
the Governmei1t came to the conclusion not to 
do it. 

Mr. P AL:MER, in reply, said : Mr. Speaker, 
-·with reg-ard to the number of Chinese natural
ised in Victoria, I find I was in error as to the 
vear. I said 1886, but it was in 1885 that 1,178 
Chinese were naturalised in that colony. There 
were more Chinese naturalised there in that year 
than there had been in the previous eleven years. 
The poll-tax there is only £10 per head, and ships 
are allowed to bring one Chinese passenger for 
every 100 ton" of cargo. I did not quite follow 
the Attorney-General, but I gathered from him 
that the Acts of other colonies naturalising 
Chinese have no effect in Queensland. Is that 
so? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes. 
Mr. PALMER: That is not generally under

stood, and we now know what g-rounds we are 
going on. I am perfectly aware of what the 
leader of the Opposition read-that Great Britain 
had forced her trade at the four principal 
Chinese ports ; they forced the Chinese to open 
their vorts to them for commercial purposes. 
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But I do not see why that should interfere with 
those colonies in their efforts at settlement and 
self-government. \Ve have no right to be bound 
by the results of the Chinese war. \V e were not 
bound by the results of the Burmese war, or the 
Afghan war, or any others, and I do not see why 
we should be with the Chinese. We are work
ing on our own lines, and we have arrived at the 
conclusion that Chinese are not desirable settlers 
in these colonies ; and holding those opinions we 
should pay very little regard to the opinions of 
those who n,re interested solely in British trade 
or in the policy of the British Government. I 
beg to withdraw the motion. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: l\Ir. 
Speaker,-I should like, with the indulgence of 
the House, to point out that the Premier, in his 
second speech, did not reply to the statement of 
the hon. member for Brisbane, his colleague, as 
to the Chinese of Hongkollg. The Chinese 
coolies there are British subjects, and there are 
140,000 to 1GO,OOO of them. 

The PREMIER : We will make them all pay 
the poll-tax, anyhow, when they come. 

Question-That the House do now adjourn
put and negatived. 

BRITISH NEW GUINEA (QUEENSLAND} 
BILL. 

SECOND READI:-rG. 

The PREMIER moved that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,--Of 
course I do not rise to oppose the second reading 
of this Bill, nor do I rise to make many remarks 
with regard to it. I think, however, it is a 
matter of universal regret to this House that 
when the annexation of New Guinea first took 
place, in the time of the late Government, the 
Imperial authorities did not see fit to confirm 
that action. The result is that we have K ew 
Guinea whittled down, so far as Great Britain is 
concerned, to very small proportions. I suppose, 
however, that we shall have to be satisfied with 
the small mercies the Imperial authorities, as a 
rule, serve out to us, except when they want the 
expenditure of money. They are then very liberal 
in their ideas, n,s a rule, as to whn,t they should 
expect from the colonies. I do not intend to say 
anything at all hostile to the passing of this 
measure, although, as I have said, I cannot but 
regret that we have now to deal with such a 
comparatively small portion of New Guinea. It 
is also, I think, matterfor regret on the part of this 
House that there is not .that unanimity amongst 
the three colonies which we might fairly expect 
upon this question. In dealing with the southern 
colonies we h>1ve always received justice and con
sideration at the hands of Victoria. That colony 
has a! ways been willing to reason and discuss 
and decide upon all matters likely to tend to the 
general advantage of the Australian group. I 
am sorry to say that thn,t has not been our 
experience with regard to New South \V ales, and 
I take this opportunity of expressing my opinion, 
which I believe is shared by most members of 
this House, that the Government of this colony 
have been treated with the most marked dis
courtesy by the Government of New South 
\Vales. For what reason I know not. I have 
read the correspondence carefully, and there 
is nothing in it, so far as the Premier of this 
colony is concerned, that would lead one to 
expect anything but decent courtesy and con
sideration at the hands of the Government of 
New South \Vales. That, sir, this colony has 
not receiYed, and I am very pleased to find, as I 
am sure this House is, that should New South 
'Vales stand out in the matter of making the 

pecuniary obligation connected wi~h this ques· 
tion the Government have determmed to take 
it up in conjunction with Victoria-in bet, 
even if Victoria were n,]so to stand out, which I 
do not think very likcly-I should support 
queensland going on alone with it. \V e, of 
all the colonies, n,re most interested, being 
intimatelv connected with New Guinea, 
and it is of prtramount importance to Aus· 
tralia, and Queenland in particular, that we 
should have some control over the government 
of that colony. I think, Mr. Speaker, that 
that control is fully and fairly provided for in 
this Bill; therefore it shall receive my hearty 
support. 

Mr. DICKSO='f said: Mr. Speaker,--This 
Bill is a matter of considerable importance, and 
should, I think, receive careful consideration. 
Although I am not in any way opposed to it-in 
fact, having been a member of the :Ministry 
that initiated it I do not-I cMmot-express dis
approval of it-still, as I have said, I think it is a 
nmtter that should receive very careful considera
tion. Not only is it of some financial conse
quence to us at the present time, but we should 
see that we are making a fair bargain with the 
mother-country for the financial administration 
of Kew Guinea. It is only proper, I think, 
that we should learn what the Imperial authori
ties intend to do in pnr,uance of their part of 
the agreement. The present arrangement with 
regard to New Guinea is a comparatively light 
one for the colony. \Ve only contribute per 
head of pnpulation equally with New South 
\V ale~, Victoria, Tasmrtnia, n,nd, I think, Fiji 
and \Vestern Australia; and up to the present 
time the annual contribution by Queensland has 
been of very small pecuniary amount. Accord
ing to the statements which have been 
published, the amount paid by the Queens
land Government up to the 3ht May, 1887, 
was £58111s. lld. Under this Bill we shall he 
called upon to ben,r primarily a direct annnal 
contribution of £15,000. Now, that is a very 
large amount for us to hear single-handed; and 
although, from the correspondence that has been 
published, I have no reason to doubt the bon.ct 
fides of Victoria in the matter, still under thrs 
'Bill we have primarily to bear the responsibility 
of furnishing £15,000 to provide for the adminis
tration of Kew Guinea. I have no doubt, as I 
have said, that Victoria will continue to C'Jntri
bute her proportion; but I do not think New 
South \V ales will do so. At least, from the 
silence of the Premier of that colony, I am 
inclined to infer that he is very lukewarm in the 
matter. There is nothing in the correspondence 
to show that Victoria will join us equally in the 
cost of administration. 

The PREMIER: They have not been asked. 
Mr. DICKSON : As the Premier says they 

have not been asked, I think it has been exceedingly 
generous on the part of Victoria to come forward 
and contribute to the extent she is willing to do. 
She has come very prominently forward in the 
past and has paid very handsomely towards the 
expenses of the protectorate. I should like to 
learn from the Premier-possibly we shn,ll get 
the information more conveniently in committee 
than on the second reading-I should like to 
learn whether the Government have received any 
further information from the Imperial authori
ties as to the fulfilment of the 5th condition, to 
this effect :-

"The Imperial Government to make a reasonable 
contribution (by way of loan or otherwise) towards the 
cost of efficiently starting the Government, and the 
neces~ary Government buildings/' 

The PREMIER : Look at the second schedule. 
The first schedule is the one originally made, to 
which New South Wales was a party. 
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Mr. DICKSON: The 5th condition in that 
schedule is :-

"Het· ::\fajesty's Imperial Government to contribnte a 
suitable str,am-ve,.,sel for the service of the territory, at 
a cost not exceeding £18,?i00, with the cost of its main
tenance during the first three yea.rs, estimated at£3.500 
a year." 

Of course that is subsequent to the passing of the 
Bill. I should like to learn if the Government 
have received any information since this Bill 
was drafted as to the intention of the Imperial 
Government to provide a suitable vessel for the 
service of the protectorate ; also, seeing that we 
are called upon to contribute a considerable sum 
annually, which is to be a first charge upon the 
revenue of the colony, shall we, under this Bill, 
have. power to frame such a fiscal system for 
New Guinea as will recoup us? I see from the 
correspondence that the Governor in Council is 
to have a voice in the appropriation of expendi
ture, but I do not see anything in the correspon
deuce that would justify me in inferring that the 
Treasurer of Queensland will have a voice in 
proposing the financial policy. 

The PREiiiiEH: Read section 18 of the 
second schedule. 

Mr. DICKSON: That section says:-
" 1'he Administrator, in the exercise of his legislative 

and achninistrative functions, to be guided by the in
struetions of the Governor of Queensland (subject to 
Her Maje;.ty's 1)ower of disallmyanceofproposcd lawsJ.'' 

I doubt whether that is wfficiently comprehen
sive. The Treasurer of Queensland will have to 
formulate the financial policy in order th~Lt we 
may recoup our.,elves for this expenditure. As I 
htwealready said, I have no intention of opposing 
the second r0adi11g, but I think it is well at the 
outset that we should have as full information 
before us ''s possible, to see that in m!1king this 
pennallent appropriation \Ve are not Ra,ddling 
ourselves with a responsibility which may be 
inconvenient to discharge, and which we may 
be left to discharge alone. I do not believe 
that it was the intention of the Government 
solely to undertake the government of New 
Guine~t; it has always been held that it was the 
duty of the Imperi~tl authorities to provide for 
assuming the sovereignty; and I must say that 
it is a matter for general reg-ret that their action 
has been so perfunctory in dealing with :New 
Guinea up to the present time. I trust that 
when this Bill is passed the Imperial Govem
ment will assun1e sovereignty over the itJland, 
and that the affairs of l'\ew Guinea will settle 
down to some llefinite shape rather than remain 
in the chaotic condition in which thev have been 
for some time past. Up to the present time 
New Guinea has been no man's land, and its 
condition has been eminently nnsatiofactory to 
all who have considered it. It is to be hoped 
that, with this larger policy initiated by Queens
land undertaking the sole financial responsi
bility, the affairs will be brought into proper 
order, and that the settlement of British New 
Guinea will be furthered to an extent beyond 
anything that has been attempted during the last 
few years. 

The HoN. J. M. 'iYI.ACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-! agree with the hon. member who has 
just sat down that this matter deserves considera
tion, probably more than hon. members seem 
inclined to give it; at the same time, if we had to 
take the whole of this responsibility ourselves to 
the amount of £15,000 a year, and if none of the 
other colonies contributed, I think we should be 
perfectly justified in taking it, rather than leave 
the affairs of New Guinea in their present 
unsettled condition. I do not think there is any 
danger of Victoria withdrawing from the arrange
ment, but it is quite possible that New South 
Wales will not contribute anything. 

The PREMIER : I think they will. I think 
public opinion there is strong enough. 

The HoN. J. YL NIACROSSAN: Perhaps so, 
but I have a very poor opinion of the people 
down there. I observe in this Bill that the 
words " Governor of Queensland" are sometimes 
used in the schedule, and the word "Govern
ment," in other places. I also observe this:-

"An estimate of revenue and expenditure to be sub
mitted by the Administrator to the Governor of Queens
land, and approved by him before the passing of any 
Appropriation Ordinance. 'rhe Governor of Queens
land to have power to disallow any item of proposed 
eXlJenditure.'' 
I should like to know whether that means that 
the Governor is to act in conjunction with the 
Government of Queensland, or whether he is to 
act as an Imperial officer ? 

The PREMIER : Paragraph 19 shows that. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: 
"The Governor o! Queensland to be directed to 

consult his Executive Council upon all matters relating 
to British Xew Guinea." 

I suppose that applies to disallowing any expen
diture. 

The PREMIER : Yes. 
The HoN. J. JYI. MACROSSAN : He will not 

in that case act as an Imperial officer-he will he 
acting as the Governor of Queensland under the 
ad vice of the Executive. 

The PREMIEJ:t : Yes. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: There is 

another thing I should like to point out. The 
20th paragraph of the second schedule says-

" The Government of Queensland to consult the 
Governments of the other contributing colonies iu all 
ma ttcrs other than those of ordinary administration, 
and to report to them all action taken." 

Now, let us assume that New South \Vales does 
not co-operate. It is called here a contributing 
colony. Shall we by this schedule be compelled 
to continue to consult New South \Vales, and 
agree with them, although they incur not one 
shilling of liability? 

The PREMIER : Certainly not. They would 
no longer be a contributing colony. 

The HoN .• J. ;>.I. MACROSSAN : But it is 
called one of the contributing colonies in the 
Bill. Of course, I know it would not be a con
tributing colony if it dirl not come under the 
agreement, but seeing that it is mentioned as 
one of the three colonies who are contributory, 
will it not bind us, even tclthough it does not pay 
its share? I hope it is not so, but we ought 
to take very great care before we pass the 
tchedule. \V e ought to consider every para
graph very cnrefully, as was pointed out by the 
hon. rnen1ber for Enoggera, and see th~t we do 
not put ourselves into a peculiar fix with the 
Government of New South \Vales. I have no 
doubt about the Government of Victoria, but I 
do certainly doubt New South \Vales, and I 
may say that I haYe some doubts about the 
Imperial Government performing their share of 
the contract to the letter : they have never done 
so yet with Queensland in anything they have 
undertaken. I think we have to watch the 
Imperial Government just as much as we have 
to watch our neighbour and friend in New South 
\V ales. I suppose no member in this House 
will oppose the passing of this Bill, but we 
ought to guard ourselves carefully against agree
ing to too much. I think the share the Imperial 
Government is going to pay is a very small 
part-a very mean part :-

" ller Majesty's Imperial Government to contribute 
a suitable steam vessel for the services of the territory, 
at a cost not exceeding £18,500, with the cost of its 
maintenance during the first three years, estimated at 
about £3,500a year." 
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That is, to be the total amount of their contri
bution, Are they, for their contribution of 
£3,500 a year, to have the appointment of the 
officers who are to administer the government 
in New Guinea? If they are, then good-by to 
good government in New Guinea. Unless the 
appointment of the officers rests with the Govern· 
ment of Queensland we shall be saddled with 
some noodle who is not worth £300 a year. 

The PRKviiER : There is no fear of that. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I should 
like to know distinctly whether they are to have 
the power of appointment-but we shall find 
out all these things in committee before the Bill 
goes through. 

The ATTORNEY· GENERAL said: Mr. 
Speaker, - It was not to be expected that 
this Bill would meet with any other reception 
than it has met with this afternoon at the 
hands of hon. members on both sides of the 
House. This colony is distinctly committed, I 
think, to take definite action with reference to 
the British occupancy of Kcw Guinea, and any 
Bill proposing to give effect to the will of the 
people of this colony in regard to New Guinea 
de~erves to 111eet with a corclia1 rec~ption, not 
only in this House, but outsitle it. I must 
join in the expression of regret that has fallen 
from the hon. leader of the Opposition in regard 
to the want of interest shown by the colony 
of New South \V ales with reference to this 
matter. \Vhen I contrast the readiness with 
which the colony of Victoria has fallen in with 
the scheme, and backed up the action of its 
representatives in London, with the action of 
the Government of New South \Vales in virtu
ally repudiating the action of its representatives 
in London, I feel, :Mr. Speaker, almost ashamed 
of my native colony. Things have come to a 
pretty pass there when the Government of 
that great colony, to which the other colonies 
are accustomed to look up to with respect, 
can show so little courtesy as not only not 
to follow up the action of their representatives 
in London, but tu refnse to take the slightest 
notice of the urgent commnnications made 
upon this subject by the head of the Government 
of this colony. I am quite sure, however, that 
whatever little interest may be shown by the 
Government of New South \Vales in the matter, 
that feeling is not shared by the people of that 
colony, and I believe the time is not far distaut 
when the people there will imi,t that those who 
govern them shall display a little more readiness 
than has been displayed in the past in eo-opera
tin~ with the other colonies of the Australasian 
gr,mp in matters which tend to the promotion 
of the welfare of the colonies as a whoh-', 
Although £15,000 seems a large sum to be 
contributed by the varions colonies for the 
government of New Gninea, it is not for one 
mome"t to be supposed that this will be a 
perpetual charge. \Vith the institution of 
something like order and proper government in 
New Guinea, there will certainly be an annual 
revenue constantly increa.sing in din1ensions, and 
the receipts from the revenue of that colony will 
go in liquidation of the expense of government, 
and in relieving the contributing colonies of 
the liability which they incur by passing- Acts 
of this kind. Although the hon. member for 
Townsville, l'.fr. l'.Iacrossan, seems to have some 
doubt as to whether the British Government will 
appoint the right kind of officers to administer 
the affair" of New Guinea, I am quite sure, from 
what one is able to learn of the anxiety of the 
Imperial Government to consult the colonies 
upon all matters of great concern in the Southern 
World, particularly affecting Australasia, they 
will not be likely to make any appoint-

ments of this kind that would be distasteful, 
especially to Queensland, or that would run 
counter to the views of the Go\ emment of 
Queensland. I do not think it would be too 
much to expect the Imperial Government to 
permit the colony of Queensland to have a voice 
in these appointments, so far as that they may 
suggest, as to what kind of appointments should 
be made. The practice that once existed in 
Downing street of dh:~regarding the viewB and 
feelings of the colonies has, I think, fairly 
passed away, >tnd from what we have seen of the 
disposition of the Imperial Government during 
the last few years, we may rest perfectly satiofied 
that no appointments will be made that will be 
likely to be in opposition to the views of the 
contributing colonies on the subject-more espe· 
cially the colony of Queensland-which will have 
so large a share in directing the future policy of 
what I hope will be the British colony of New 
Guinea. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker,-I do 
not share the opinions of the Attorney-General 
in the confidence he has in the Imperial Govern
ment. I am sorry to have to S>ty so, but the fact 
of the 1natter i~ that the raising of this question 
of l\ ew Guinea Hrl1pears to 1ne to be a foreboding 
of the time when all the Australian colonies 
will take a very decided stand and assert their 
opinions with a little more force and more com
bination than they have ever done yet. :From 
what I have been reading lately, I have not a 
very high opinion as to the di,intere,tedness of 
the Imperial Gnvernment in :;tny of its de:tlings 
with the Anstmlian colonies. The Attorney
General said a great change has come over the 
spirit of the dream. I do not think so, and the 
hon. Premier would be able, and, no doubt, will 
be able at a pmper time, to show the feeling 
of the Imperial Government as he witnessed 
it when he was in England. Now, this is 
a matter that has led to a deal of com
ment, and I share to some extent, perhaps to 
the full extent, in the misgivings that are el'i
dently entertained by some members of the 
House, that if there is a chance of making New 
Guinea a kind of retreat or a,ylum for some old 
worn-out incompetent men-l~ngland is full of 
them, military and naval-such a good oppor· 
tunity as this will not he allowed to pass unim
proved. 

J',lr. NORTON said : Mr. Speaker,-I confess 
I an1 one of tho:::;e who do not Hhare in that great 
confidence in the Imperial Go;-ernment that has 
been spoken of by nne or two previ')lUi speakers. 
I cannot think that the action of the lmj>erial 
G(->vernment in connection with New Guinea 
has been such as to inspire much confidence 
in the people of Queensland. :From first to 
last they have been backing and filling about 
this question, and then they come down and 
drive the hardest bargain they can with us 
before they will undertake to assume the sove· 
reignty of New Guinea-a sovereigntynotoverthe 
whole island, but over the remnant of it which 
is now under the protection of Great Britain. I 
think we have great cause to complain of the 
delay and the shuffling manner in which the 
whole question has been treated by the Imperial 
Government, and I say that in asking for this 
guarantee of £15,000 a year for ten years they are 
driving a very hard bargain. Can it be sap
posed, sir, for one moment that if Great Britain 
was not willing to assume the sovereignty of that 
island it would go wctnting for someone to take 
it uv? Do we not knnw-at least, have we not 
every reason to suppose-that the Germans who 
haYe taken the portions which Great Britain 
would not take, would be very glad to get this 
pa,rt and pay all the cost without ever hesitating 
one moment about it? But Great Britain, 
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unfort.unately, has an expensive way of managing 
these Isolated pieces of country over which she 
assumes sovereignty. I believe the cost in o,ll 
these places is very much greater, o,nd the cost 
eve;1 he~e will be very much greo,ter for the work 
w11wh IS done than the cost of managing the 
German portion of N' ew Guinea. I believe the 
Germa~s intend adopting very economical means 
of deahng with their portion, and I think pro
baJ:ly we shall !Jnd that the cost of managing 
Br1bsh New Gume~t vnll be a great deal in excess 
of tile cost of managing German New Guinea. 
I regret, therefore, ~Ir. Speaker, that I do not feel 
the same e~nfidence in Great Britai~ carrying 
out her portJ<m of the arrangement satisfactorily 
as some hon. members seem to have. So far as 
New South \Vales is concerned, I do not join in 
the apprehension that the Government of that 
colony intend to retreat from the agreement 
which was entered into by her representativec, 
some time ago. The Government there have 
undoubtedly been in a difficult position for some 
?Onsiderable time. I think, however, in neglect
mg to reply-I will not say refusing to reply-to 
tho commnnications made to them by the Pre
mier of this colony, they have shown a W>"Lnt of 
courtesy; but I doubt very mnch whether that 
has been intentional. For my pcut I do not look 
upon New Snuth \Vales as some hon. members 
do ; I believe the Government are willing to act 
with us and with the other colonies as members of 
one great nation. 

Mr. P ALMER said: Mr. Speaker,-The hon. 
member for Enoggera, Mr. Dickson, with the 
instincts of a Treasurer still upon him, referred 
to the revenue likely to be derived from K ew 
Guinea as a set-off agn .. inst the subsidy, and I 
think he was quite right in referring to the 
matter. The Attorney-General stated positively 
that there would be an increasing revenue, but I 
do not think he could have read the only official 
report we have on the ([Uestion-the report of the 
Hon. John Douglas for the year 188li. 

The ATTORNEY-GENJ<:RAL: There are no 
laws there yet. 

Mr. P ALJ\IER : There is no prospect just yet 
of a revenue at o,ll, and the prospects of a revenue 
will depend on the form of government and the 
people appointed to govern; and if we pny the 
money we should have a voice in appointing the 
officials. The Hon. John Douglas, who is " 
practical man, touches on some of the vital 
points connected with the trade and revenue, 
and shows where the only probabilities of a 
revmme are; and it is questimmble whether 
any decayed military or naval officers, to whom 
reference was made by the hon. member for 
N' orth Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, are likely people 
to originate et schmne for obtaining a revenue. 
It is far more likely that we shall l>e nble to 
find efficient officers here. Mr. Douglas, in his 
report, refers to the land policy, on page 6, as 
follows:-

"The land que-;tion is no doubt the cardinal one 
upon which almost evmTthing connected with British 
110licy within the protectorate will turn. It is the 
primary consideration, both as r(~gards the present 
native inhabitants and those schemes of colonisation 
which have at various times been suggested." 

Then he refers to the land question and trade 
on page 8:--

" I find it difficult to speak with any certainty on 
these points. Everything depend<;; upon the land llOlicy 
adopted. If f<lettlcment, even in a modified ~nd re
stricted forn1, is authorised, trade will grmv and revenue 
Will come in. 'rhe limitations which have resulted from 
the system of permits established since the proclama
tion of the protect01ttte has caused trltde, small as it 
even then was, to diminish rather than to increase." 
There we have it that the permits have been of 
such a prohibitory nature as to prevent people 

from doing anything to increase the prospects of 
revenue in New Guinea. In another part of his 
report JI.!Ir. Douglas says:-

"For 1ny mvn part, I think that the true intcrestA of 
the natives aiHl their advancement in the scale of life 
are not incon~isteut with some encouragement being 
given to European ~ettlement." 
There he shows that the encouragement of Euro
pean settlement will not militate in any way 
against the native race~, and if we are going· to 
pay the cost of administering the government of 
New Guinea it is probable that we may have to 
pay the whole of the £Hi,OOO; and I think it 
would be to the interest of Queensland to pay 
the whole sum rather than let British New 
Guinea drop and get into the hands of any other 
power-I think we should take it on our hands 
to see that some portion of the revenue was 
obtained from the protectorate. There is no doubt 
that a revenue should be obtained there, but the 
pearl-shell and beche-de-mer trade is absolutely 
stopped for want of proper protection to the people 
engaged in it; and I think the government could 
be better carried on hy Queensland than by 
any combination of the colonies, or by officers 
appointed by the British Government. I think 
the extension of the guamntee to ten years i>< too 
long, and the term originally proposed-namely, 
five years-would be a great deal better; but that 
is a matter of detail we can discuss in committee. 

Mr. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,-I think, 
with some of the previous speakers, that the 
Imperial Government have made hard terms in 
this matter. They are the outcome of a discus
sion on the subject at the Imperial Conference held 
in England somewhat lately, and I think that 
when we go into committee it will be necessary 
for us to enter upon the whole question with 
the idea that Queensland will have to undertake 
the whole thing before very long. I think, con
sidering the attitude of X ew South \V ales for some 
time past on the subject, and considering the great 
distance of Victoria and the want of interest that 
will probably exist with regard to an island so far 
distant, and also considering that Queensland will 
be expected to o1dminister the atbirs of New 
Guinea when the protectorate is establic,hed, we 
may take it for granted that before very many 
years have elapsed it will be advantageous for 
(,lueemland, for New Guinea, and for the whole 
of Australia, if the management of New Guinmt 
i" left in the hands of Queensland. I agree, sir, 
with the junior member for North Brisbane that 
in the n1a.nagmnent of New Guinea, as far n,s 
appointments are concerned, they should be left 
in the hands of the Government of Queensland 
for the time being, because I a)Jprehend that an 
opportunity would be taken in these new appoint
ments by the Imperial Government to ,end out 
gentlemen who, however we]] qu>tlified in some res· 
pccts to administer a government in other parts of 
the world, would be found ([uite unsuited to man· 
age the affairs of a new country likeN ew Guinea. 
They are entirely unversed in the conditions 
)Jrevailing· there, while we have in Queensland 
mo,ny gentlemen of experience who are physically 
better able to go and live in a country such as that 
than anyone who can be sent from England. 
I notice that the Imperial Government, as one 
part of their contribution, make this suggestion in 
clause :) of the second schedule :-

"Her }lftjcsty's Imperial Government to contribute a 
suitable steam vesse-l for the service of the territory, at 
a cost not e-xceeding £18,500, "\Vith the cost of its main~ 
tainance during the first three years, estimated at about 
£3,500 a year." 
It strikes me that if this bargain is arranged for 
ten years the maintenance of this steam vessel 
should also be for ten years ; I do not see why 
it should be cut down to three years. What 
are we to do with it afterwards unless it is 
understood that [the office ring management, 
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and control of the vesEel is to be left in the 
hands of the Queensland Government? I ap
prehend that this dual control will lead to 
difficulties. \V e know alrcLtdy the diflieulties 
we bave in getting any vessel of the sqnadr<n, 
or that portion which we have a right to expect 
to have a cert,tin amount of control over, to 
look after our territory-we know the difi1cnlty 
we have already in getting Imperial officers 
connected with the squadron, Ii ving as they do 
in Sydney, to really stndy the true interests of 
Queensland whenever c,tlled upon. vVe know 
already, in the event of any irregularities 
taking place on the New Guinea coast, or in 
Torres Straits, the difficulty in getting any 
portion of that Imperial fleet really to 
take any deep interest in the matter. They 
sail up there and land forces, they cruise 
about, they come back and report to the admiral, 
and he sends a report home to the Imperial 
Government, of which some hon. members think 
very highly ; but I must say that I would rather 
see Queensland undertake the whole control of 
New Guinea. If New South vVales and Victoritt 
like to contribute their C[uota towards the 
expenses well and g·ood, hut I hope the Houee 
will not allow itself to be misled into the belief 
that a control by the Imperial Government, Kew 
::louth Wales, and Queensland is likely to be a 
satisfactory understanding for ten yeare. vV e 
must bear in mind that this m:1tter has now 
been waiting for settlement for the last four 
years. Year after year it has been referred to 
this House, but nothing has really been clone. 
Now this Bill is the outcome of the matter; we 
are asked to give a guarantee, the subsidy is 
increasing, and some of the colonies n,re becoming 
lukewarm and indifferent, and arP- backing out 
of the arrangement. \V e are asked to bind this 
colony to a certain arrangement for ten years. 
I am sure that we shall not go back on any under
taking we may give, so long as the Imperial 
Government carry out their part of the contract, 
but I contend that if we are going to accept the 
responsibility we should see that we have the 
undoubted control of the government of New 
Guinea. I should not complain even if it were 
necessary for this colony to contribute the whole 
of the £15,000 so long as we bad control of the ad
ministmtion, so that we could make New Guinea 
of some service to us. But if it is to be a sealed
up settlement, and trade is to be hampered--if 
settlement is to be subject to the soune restric
tions as are at present in existence, aml tntde is 
to be render~d as expensive and difficult as J•OS
sible-then I think it is for this House to con"icler 
whetber we had not better let the Imperial Gov
ernment take the whole of the responsibility and 
expense. On the other hand, if we do join with 
them we should see that such conditions n,rc 
observed as will secure something in return. A 
good deal has been said about the action K ew 
South vV ales has taken in this matter. The 
Attorney-General said he was almost ashamed of 
the action of the colony that gave him birth; but 
there may be some reason for the indifference 
shown by the Government of New South \Vales. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There can 
be no reaBon for the discourtesy. 

Mr. BLACK : N everthelcss, I must say th:1t I 
cannot in any way justify the undoubted want of 
courtesy on the part of the Premier of New South 
\Vales. I think there has been a certain amount of 
friction going on between this colony and X ew 
South vVales for the last yertr or two. 

The PREMIER : I am not aware of it. 
Mr. BLACK : I thought the hon. gentle

man was aware of it, as they did not show 
much cordiality in the Federal Council busi
ness. I think they held aloof from t'hn,t, and 
I believe I am perfectly justified in saying that 

there is n, certain amountoffriction between, at all 
events, son1e 1ne1nhers of the different Govern
ments. I hold in my hand a short extract which 
nmy perhaps give the keynote to this friction 
of the existence of which the Premier says he is 
not a\va.re. I think 1nyself, as a rational man, 
that there may be some explanation of this 
friction. Some remarks were made by the hon. 
gentleman ''bout twelve months :1go which, I 
know, gave considerable offence at the time to 
the Goverument of .1\ew South \Vales. 

The PREMIER: Oh, no; they did not. 
Jlilr. BLACK : The hon. gentleman says they 

did not. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Not to the 

Government. 
Mr. BLACK : I think that perhaps those 

remarks may be the keynote of the want of 
courtesy shown by the Premier of Kow South 
\V ales, Sir Henry Parkes, to the Premier of 
Queensland. The pn,ragmph of the hon. gentle
man's speech to which I have alluded has refer
ence to New South vYales having declined to 
particip:1te in the Federal Council. The Premier, 
in a very able speech, remarked :-

,, Iu reference to the l<c.llcntl Council, they knnv that 
for thu last few n Itr;-; efforts lmd been matle to unite in 
more close bon(lS the differeut colonies of J.ustraht*ia. 
There was, nntortnuately, a section of the prop le in one 
or two of the older colonies who seemed determined to 
reu-.ain ap:n·t. but they would not live for evtr. He 
ltop(-'d their influence was Y; auing, and that the efforts 
of the 'fossils ' would be overcome. (Cheers.) He had 
often 'vontlercd, \V hen he had remonstrated witl1 them, 
at the ig-norance they displayed. :Many of them had 
never been outsitle their own colony-many of them 
had been n very little distance outside the to-wn in 
which they lived. 'l'ho.se were the people \vho, imbued 
with their own small p:nochia1 wishes, set themselves 
up against the moreintelllgcntaspirations of the people 
of Australia." 
It is certainly to be regretted that the bonds of 
union are not more cordial between this colony 
and what I may safely call the parent colony, 
but I must say that when I first heard the 
Premier's explanation of the result of the com
lnnnica.tions bet\veen our Govenunent and that 
of I\ ew South \V ales I was at a loss to understand 
what the meaniug of it could be. Such an act 
of cliscourte:sy is, I think, unexampled between 
any two Governments of any of the colonies of 
Australia, and I do really think there must be 
some friction between Queensland and New 
South \Vales. That little 1xuagraph I read may 
have something to do with it, but I do not 
think it jnstifies the discomtesy in any way. No 
doubt the remarks of the hon. gentleman were 
intended to be jocular; they were made in an 
after-dinner speech, and that may perhaps ac
count for their somewhat injudicious tone. How
ever, that there is some cause of friction between 
our Government and that of New South vVales 
cannot be doubted. What the reason may be 
we are not aware, but I do hope that before this 
Bill goes into committee some steps will be 
taken tn get :1n answer from New South \Vales. 
rerhaps if the Colonial Secretary, who is sleep
mg so calmly on the 'l'reasmy benche•••, were to 
write a letter to the Government of Kew South 
\V ales, he might be able to get a reply before 
the Bill is considered in committee. I hope the 
measure will become law this session, and that 
the Imperial Government will have no reason 
to complain of the colony of Queensland, at all 
events, not having carried out those ·dews which 
I know the Premier did all in his power to lay 
before the Imperial Government. 

Mr. CHUBB said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
th<tt some hon. members who have spoken have 
been beating the air in t:1lking about this colony 
having the right to appoint the administrative 
officers of New Guinea. It must be remembered 
that New Guinea will be administered as a Crown 
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colony, that the necessary legislation will take 
plu,ce in the Imperial Parliament, and that the 
appointment of nfficers will be left to the Imperial 
Govennnent. Ko doubt it would be very de~;ir
able that the Government of Gre<Lt Britain should 
consult with the Government of this colony, n,nd 
the other colonies which choose to contribute 
towards the necessary expenditure, on the ap
pointment of officers. Possibly they might dele
gate the formal nomination to th'l Govern
ment of thio colony in conjunction with the 
other contributing colonies, but the appoint
ment will certainly have to be made at home. 
The amended proposals, I notice, provide for the 
appointment of officers, and a certain sum in the 
letters patent is to be reserved for a civilli~;t. 
Now, I notice also that the proposals, as amended, 
are certainly more favourable to the Imperial 
Government than the original proposals. There 
was provision made in the 5th clause that the 
Imperial Government should make a reasonable 
contribution towards the cost of the efficient 
discharge of government, and the necesBary 
government buildings, etc. 'vV ell, that is altered 
by the amended proposals, and what appeo~rs to 
be substituted instead is the 5th condition, in 
which the Imperial Government contribute a 
suitable steam vessel, at a cost of £18,500, and 
maintain it for three years at the estimated cost 
of £3,500 a year. So tlmt, while the cost of the 
government of New Guinea is to be guaranteed 
for ten year' by the Queensland Govemment 
and the other colonies, the Imperial Government 
is not hound to do anything more than con
tribute and maintain for three years a steam 
vessel, which at the end of the three years the con
tributing colonies would have to maintain. I do 
not intend to oppose the second reading of this 
Bill. Indeed, I desire to support it heartily, 
because I believe it is high time that an 
efficient government should exist inN ew Guinea, 
that that country should be brought under law 
and order, and that some means should be 
devised by which a portion of the expenditure 
should be returned to the Governments which 
are liable for the contribution of the money. 

The PREMil~R said: Mr. Speaker,--! desire 
to say a few words in answer to some of the 
criticism which has been made. The matter 
had been in abeyance for two years when early 
last ~'ear this Government sent draft pro1'osais 
for the consideration of the other colonieH, and 
being in Sydney in April of last year I met ~Mr. 
Gillies and Sir Patrick J ennings, then Premier 
of New South 'vVales. 'vV e agreed upon the draft 
proposals, which are·set out in the first schedule 
of this Bill, as a practical way of dealing with this 
question. VV e had been at cross purposes for 
so long that it seemed that some definite pro
posals shoulel be made which could be agreed to, 
or dissented from or modified. These prOJ3osals 
were ac••Jordingly made. Nothing was done with 
tllf'm until I reached England, although the 
Imperial Government had for some time been 
eager to get them, and had telegraphed to 
know when they would receive them. The 
whole matter was submitted to the Imperial 
Conference with the answer of the Imperial 
Government, and in effect the answer wtts that 
the Home Government accepted the proposals 
and the conditions of government laid down in 
them, with only two modifications. One, that 
the term of guarantee should be ten instead of 
five years, and the other the fixing of the arnount 
of initial contribution, which was fixed at £2fl,OOO. 
We did not consider it worth while to haggle 
over a few thousand pounds. If they had named 
£20,000 or £25,000, our answer would have been 
that we did not want to fJuarrel about the amount 
of money, but that we wanted the matter settled. 
It will be observed that the proposals made 
practically secure to Queensland the government 

of New Guinea. If hon. members will study the 
second schedule, which contains the proposals it 
is now sought to ratify, it will be seen that the 
administration will be really under the control 
of the Governor of Queensland in consultation 
with his Executive Council. Now, some hon. 
members seem to be afraid that the officers 
for New Guinea will be appointed unde.r 
Imperial patronage, and will consist of some 
hangers-on at the Colonial Office. But there is 
no danger of that. New Guinea being a Cnnvn 
colony, the officers must necessadly be appointed 
at home by Her :Majesty's Government, but there 
is no doubt that we shall be consulted before 
the appointments are made. So far as the 
appointment of the administrator is concerned, I 
may say that I was consulted whilst in London. 
The matter was discussed very fully, and I took 
the liberty of suggesting the name of a gentleman 
who, if appointed, will be as good an officer as 
any to be found in the whole of the Imperial 
service. I suggested his nan1e in competition 
with the name of another very well-known gentle
man who was an eager c,~ndidate for the position. 
I have no further official information on the 
subject. I may "'"'Y further that :Mr. Douglas was 
appointed on the recommendation of thi~; Govern
rnent as Acting Special Cmn1nissioner, and I a1n 
sure that there is the fullest intention to con~;ult the 
Government of Queensland before any appoint
ment is made. \Vith respect to the judicial officer, 
I was asked if I desired to nominate anyone for 
the appointment, but as I conlrlnot name anyone 
at the time, it was understood that if this Gov
ernment recommended a suitable person their 
nomination would be accepted, and if not, that 
the Imperial Government would find an officer. 
Those are the only two important officers, 
and that is the temper in which the matter 
has been dealt with. Practically the Govern
ment of Queensland will nominate the officers, 
and the control of New Guinea, both as to 
the administrative and legislative functions, 
will be under the direction of this colony. As 
to the extension of the term of five years to ten, 
it was put in this way : 'vVhcn the Imperial 
Govern111ent assurnes a protectorate over or 
annexes a country it cannot desert it afterwards; 
it is inconsistent with its dignity to desert that 
position, or to discontinue the maintenance of 
hnv and order within its boundaries. No,,,, 
this is a tentative arrangement, and the Imperial 
Government do not desire to expend any money, 
except in order to comply with the wishes of the 
Au~;tralian colonies. The protectomte was declared 
at the desire of the Australian colonies, and 
control of New Guinea having been assumed the 
Austmlian colonies should guarantee the Home 
Government against loss for ten years, at any 
rate. No doubt the Imperial Government will 
never be asked to incur any expenditure. The 
Australian colonies together or Queensland alone 
will always be willing to indemnify them 
against any loss, so long as the government 
is conducted on principles which are fair and 
reaRonable. Sorne hon. mernbers spoke of 
the second schedule as a matter to be discussed 
and amended word by word, but of course that 
cannot be done. That is the bargain, and we must 
either accept or reject it. 'vVe cannot amend it 
without the consent of the other parties to the 
bargain. I should have liked to have been able 
to tell the House that I had received a reply 
from New South \Vales, but I have not, and I 
do not suppose, Mr. Speaker, that I shall. I 
suppose some day we shall discover the reason 
for their extraordinary conduct. 

Question-That the Bill be read a second time 
-put and passed. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the cmn· 
mittal of the Bill was made an Order of the Day 
for to-morrow. 
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QUEENSLAND FISHERIES BILL. 
CoNSIDERATION IN CmrMITTEE OP LEGISLATIVE 

CouNciL's AMEND;IIENTS. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the House 

went into committee to consider the Leg·islative 
Council's amendments in thi,; Bill. 

On clause 4, which the Council proposed to 
amend by providing that the size of the mesh for 
a whiting-net should be "one inch and three
quarters of an inch" instead of "two inches and 
a quarter o£ an inch," as provided in the Bill-

The PREMIER said the amendments of the 
Legislative Council in that Bill were three in 
number. The first, in the 4th clause, restored the 
size of the mesh in the whiting-net to l!f inch as 
it stood originally, instead of 2! inches as amended 
in th~ Assembly. The second amendment was 
to enable the Government to maintain a close 
season in respect of turtle and dugong as 
well as other fish, and the third amendment 
provided that the weight of fresh-water mullet 
taken for sale should be 4 oz. instead of 6 oz. 
He intended to propose that all the amendments 
of the Legislative Council be agreed to. He 
had first to move that the Legi,lative Council's 
amendment in clause 4 be agreed to. Further 
information on the subject had shown th:tt 2,j, 
inches was much too large for the whiting found 
in the Bay. He had himself lately seen whiting
nets of 1! inch mesh ~tnd only good-sized fish 
could be caught in them. 

Mr. DICKSON said he was glad the Legisla
tive Council had amended the Bill in tlmt 
direction. At the time the amendment was 
made upon the original draft of the Bill as intro
duced by the Government he pointed out that 
the department ha.d given the matter the fullest 
consideration, and were certain that it would 
be unwise to depart from the size of mesh then 
recommended for approval. There was a long 
debate upon the matter in the committee, as hon. 
members would remember, and he was very glad 
that upon further information being obtained 
the Legislative Council lmd restored the original 
intention of the Bill with re«pect to that matter, 
as it would have been a great mistake to have 
allowed the amendment made in the Assembly 
to pass without alteration. 

Mr. CHUBB said the amendment made by 
the Committee when the Bill was previously 
before them was owing to the persistent advocacy 
of the hon. member for Logan against the 
better judgment of the majority of the com
mittee. They were inclined to support the Bill 
as it stood, but the hon. member for Logan was 
so persistent and so well-informed that they 
surrendered their judgment to hiil, ltnd that 
was how the amendment got through. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said that, like the hon. 
member for Bowen, he thought that the Com
mittee when the Bill was previously before them 
were very much guided in their action by the 
knowledge which the hon. member for Logan 
seemed to possess in the matter. It was evident 
the hon. gentleman had been in communic,ttion 
with most of the fishermen of the l\Ioreton Bay 
district as to the size of the meshes of the vari
ous nets, and that being the ca,se, he did not care 
to move ~tn amendment on the motion proposed 
by the hon. member. It wa,s clear from what they 
had since heard that the Legislative Council's 
amendment wa,s a very good one, and that the. "ize 
of the mesh they proposed was the most suitable 
for the whiting-net for use in these waters. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER moved that the Legislative 

Council's amendment in clause 18, providing for 
the insertion of the words "turtle, dugong," to 
enable the Government to proclaim a close season 

for them as well as for other fish, be agreed to. 
There might be some doubt as to whether turtle 
and dugong could be included in the definition of 
"fish." 

Qustion put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Legisla

tive Council's amendment in the schedule, pro
viding that 4 oz. should be the weight of fresh
water mullet, was agreed to. 

The PREMIER moved th;ct the Chairman 
leave the chair, and report to the House that the 
Committee had agreed to the Legislative Council's 
amendments. 

Mr. NORTON said that before the C[Uestion 
was put he wished to ask the Premier to repre
sent to those who would have the working of the 
Act that persons should not be charged more 
than once for licenses for carrying on business 
under the Act. \V hen the matter came before 
the House before, a fisherm~tn in his district had 
informed him th1tt licenses had to be paid at each 
port, and since that he had communicated to him 
to the effect that he had had to apply both 
at Rockhampton and Gladstone for a license 
for those ports. In case any misunderstand
ing should arise, it would be more satisfac
tory if the officials entrusted with the working of 
the Act were informed that one license applied 
all over the colony. 

The PRE:YIIER said he would see that it was 
made known. No doubt a license did apply all 
over the colony. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN re

ported that the Committee had agreed to the 
Legislative Council's amendments, 

The report was adopted, and, on the motion of 
the PREMIEE, the Bill was ordered to be re
turned to the Legislative Council, with a message 
intima.ting that the Assembly had agreed to the 
Counc1l's amendments. 

DIVISIONAL BOARDS BILL. 
CoxsmERATION IN Col\ll\IITTEE OJ<' THE LEGIRLA

'riVE Cou:s-ciL's 11EsSAGE Ob' 12'l'H rNsTANl'. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the House 

went into committee to consider the Legislative 
Council's message of 12th instant. 

The PREMIER said the Legislative Council 
insisted upon three amendments which they had 
made in the Bill. The first was in clause 
15. That clause, as it left the Assembly, pro
vided that all rates must be paid "before noon 
on the day of nomination," which was altered 
in the Council to "seven clear days before the 
day of nomination." That amendment was 
discussed in committee by the Assembly and 
disagreed to. There was a similar amendment 
in clause 28. The second amendment on which 
the Legislative Council insisted was in clause 
28, line 38. As it left the Assembly the words 
ran that no person should be entitled to vote 
unless he had paid the rates upon "the land 
in respect of which he claims to vote." The 
Council struck out those words and in~;erted the 
words, " all land within the division for the 
payment of which he is liable," and they gave as 
their reason for insisting on the amendment that 
non-payment by an occupier did not make the 
owner li~tble. That was a singular reason to give, 
because the 205th clause of the Bill provided 
that the amoLmt of rates levied under the Act 
should be payable in the first instance by the occu
pier, who might recover them from the owner ; 
and the 206th clause provided that if the occupier 
did not pay the rate" within sixty days the board 
might recover them by action against the owner. 
The third amendment the Council insisted on 
was the one about cutting do.?Vn standing timber, 
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It was for the Committee now to consider what 
was the best thing to do with the Bill. It ha<l 
gone through that House twice, and it was laid 
aside last year on account of the action of the 
Council. It was a question now whether they 
would let all the labour of two sessions be 
wasted. So far as the seven days was concerned, 
he did not think it worth while to insist upon 
their disagreement. It did not make much 
difference whether the rates were paid up to noon 
on the clay of nomination, or seven clays before 
the day of nomination. 'l'hat was not a point of 
sufficient importance to imperil the passing of 
the Bill. He would, therefore, move that the 
Assembly did not insist on its disag-reement with 
the amendments in clause 15, line 30, and clause 
28, line» 36 and 37. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER said the next amendment 

was in clause 28, line 38, to omit the words, 
"the land in respect of which he claims to vote," 
and to im;crt "all land within the division for 
the pR,yment of which he is liable." That meant, 
as had often been pointed out before, that if a 
man had several tenants, and one of them acci
dentally omitted to pay his rate~, the owner 
would be pr8vented from voting m respect of 
any other land he might have in the division-
which he did not think was fair. He had been 
informed, however, that what the Legislative 
Council desired to ineist upon was, that an 
owner who had no tenants and did not pay his 
rates on his unoccupied land should not be 
entitled to vote. There was a good deal in that, 
and it could be met by amending the amend
ment of the Leuislative Council so as to make 
it read "for th; payment of which he alone is 
liable." He would, therefore, move that the 
Assembly did not insist upon its disagreement 
to the Legislative Council's amendment in clause 
28 line 38 and that the amendment be amended 
by inserti,;,g the word "alone" between "he" 
and "is.'' 

Mr. SCOTT asked how that would affect dis
puted land? 

The PHE~IIER replied that in a case of dis
puted ownership the rates could only be got from 
the occupier. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRE:YIIER said the other amendments 

on which the Legislative Council insisted were 
in clause 207 and the sixth schedule, having refer
ence to the cutting of st<tnding timber. The 
reasons they urged were-

" Because the revenue of the local authority is suffi
ciently yrotccted by the other clause-; of the Bill ; 
because cutting standing ti1nber ·would frequently 
involve vmste in excess of the a.nnnal value, and the 
loss of any of the indi~enous forest trees is greater than 
the gain to the local authority of the rates that 'vould 
be recovered by this mode of procedure.'' 

He did not think it worth while to imperil the 
pas.,ing of the Bill for a matter of that sort. He 
therefore moved that the Committee do not 
insist upon their disagreement to the amend
ment of the Legislative Council in clause 207. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRKMIER moved that the Committee 

do not insist on their disagreen1ent to the amend
ment of the Legislative Council in the sixth 
schedule. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIR3!AN reported 

that the Committee proposed to amend one of 
the amendments of the Legislative Council, and 
did not insist in its disagreement to the amend
ment as so amended; and did not insist in its 
disagreements to the other amendments in which 
the Legislative Council insisted; and the report 
was adopted. 

The PREMIER moved that the Bill be re
turned to the Legislative Council with message 
informing them accordingly. 

Question put and passed. 

ELEC'fORAL DISTRIUTS BILL. 
CmmiT'l'EE. 

On the Order of the Day being read, the House 
went into committee to fmther consider this Bill 
in detail. 

Question-That in clause 4, after " Fassifern," 
the words "one member," proposed to be omitted 
with the view of inserting "two members," 
stand part of the question-put. 

Mr. FOOTE said that since the Bill was under 
consideration last week the vV est Moreton mem
bers had given the matter very grave considera· 
tion. They had tried to find if they were justified 
in the position they had taken up, and from 
some calculations made by the hon. mem
ber for Ipswich, Mr. Salkeld, who had given 
the subject his yery careful consideration, they 
found they were perfectly justified. If they 
did not make a stand they should not be 
doing their duty to the IV est Moreton dis
trict or to themselves, and they thought the 
Government had had ample time to recon
sider the subject, to see how far they could go 
with them. The last time the Bill was before 
the committee a compromise had been sug
gested, from which the members of \Vest lVIore
ton had not departed, as they found, after 
careful consideration, they were in the right. 
He trusted that after consideration the Govern
ment would see that they had taken up a fair 
and tenable position, and that they were entitled 
to the representation they had n,sked for. He 
hoped that the Premier would not take up the 
position he took up on the last occasion, and 
merely reiterate that certain boundaries showed 
certain figures. If they had not succeeded in 
convincing the hon. gentleman on a previous 
occasion, he hoped that he would be convinced 
that night, and let the Bill be proceeded with. As 
tar as he (Mr. Foote} could hear, the members 
representing other groups were pretty well satis
fied. He had no doubt the K orthern members 
were s:ttisfied, though, of course, if they could get 
another member they would have it; but if they 
could not, they would rather have the Bill as it 
was, because very liberal concessions had been 
made to them. The \V est J\Ioreton representa
tives only asked to be dealt with in the same 
way as other electorates had been dealt with. 
Their request was a very modest one, and he 
trusted that it would be granted. 

The PRK~'IIER: What is it you propose? 
JI.Ir. FOOTE said his hon. friend the member 

for Ipswich, JVlr. Salkeld, wonlcl go ruore fully 
into it. That hon. gentleman had worked out 
the figures, and would, he hoped, be able to 
prove his case to the satisfaction of the Com
mittee. 

The PREMIER said of course the Govern
n1ent were \Villing to consider any argun1ents 
that might be adduced. He did not know as yet 
what was the point the hon. members wanted 
the Government to yield. Of course, it was im
possible to give JTassifern two members, because 
the population did not entitle them to it. If any 
hon. member could suggest an improvement in 
the boundaries, no doubt the Committee would 
be quite ready to listen to it. 

Mr. SALKELD said that, so far as he could 
make out, nearly 3,000 of popuhtion had been 
taken away from IV est Moreton by the alteration 
in boundaries. ln the Darling Downs group 
there was an average total population of 4,178 per 
member, and if the \V est Jliioreton boundaries 
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had beBn left as they were, they would have had 
4,142 for eight members, just thirty-six short 
of the J)c:uling ])owns group. Darling Downf:;, 
again, had 1,016 adult males per member, and 
with the prestmt boundaries \V est :iYioreton 
would have 1,077 adult males per member-sixty 
more than Darling Downs. \Vith their present 
boundaries they would be fairly entitled to eight 
members, and they objected to having their 
boundaries altered so as to increase the popula
tion of other electorates and reduce them to 
seven members. The Committee had granted 
four additional members since the Bill was laid 
on the table, and they did not know how many 
more would be given. The Government had 
departed from their original Bill, and the \Vest 
Moreton representatives considered that they 
were being quietly shelved. For his part he would 
rather exclude himself from the House and from 
public life altogether, than acquiesce in anything 
hebelievedtobeunjust to those who had entrusted 
him with the honour of representing them. He 
would suggest that their boundaries should be 
left as they were, or if the Premier thought they 
ought to have the exact average of population, 
they could easily get the a<lditional thiny·six by 
taking a little bit of the Logan electorate. They 
had more than the right proportion of adult 
males, and they were within a trifle of the 
general population. He did not see why the 
\V est .\1oreton boundaries should be altered 
when they were right. If they had had a 
little too large a population for seven, and a 
few hundreds had been taken away, he could 
have understood that. He was afntid the 
Government were giving 'vay to an old preju
dice, and had no hesitation in saying so. In 
former times it was only necessary to cry, " Oh ! 
this is Ipswich," and others would take it up and 
follow like a lot of sheep. He hoped they would 
not give way to any feeling of that kind; bnt he 
did not think the Government were treating the 
\Vest Moreton electorates properly. He sug
gested that the boundaries should be left as at 
present; he was not referring to the internal 
boundaries-they could come to some arrange· 
ment about them very soon. It would not then 
make much difference if they gave two members 
to Jfa~sifern, even if it had not so many inhabi
tants as BundanlJa, or any other electorate, 
because the group would get its proper quota. 
The part taken from Bundanba am! added to 
Rose wood could be put in with Fassifern. 

The PHEMIBll: It goes too far north. 
Mr. SALKELD said the electorate could be 

taken westwards, and Hosewood could be taken 
more Fernvale way and take in more of the 
Tararnpa district, Jr.vhich was sirnilar to .Rosewood 
and contained identically the same kind of settle
ment. Instead of making up the deficiency in 
Rosewood by adding part of Bundanba to the 
south and west, it could be extended the other 
way. \V est Moreton was rightly entitled to 
eight members in regard to population, when 
the marked and unmistakable increase was 
taken into account. He maintained seriously, 
and would stake his word upon it, that the 
Bundanba electorate in the mining centres 
had increased abnormally since the census was 
taken. He knew that of his own personal know. 
ledge, and no one who knew anything about the 
matter would dispute the fact that a large 
increase in population had taken place. Even 
before the Bill got through the Committee there 
would be a much larger increase, but even under 
the census they were entitled to eight members. 
It was a mist.ake, when they had made one 
thing fit, to alter it to make others fit. 'rhere 
was no reason in it. Part of Stanley might 
be taken in on the north-west and west and 
added on to Bundanba and Fassifern, which 

could have two members. He was sme that if 
members on the Opposition benches had a case 
like his in hand they would nHtke a most deter
mined fight and get what they wanted. The 
vV est Moreton group were fairly entitled to 
another member, and he hoped the Government 
would consent to adjust the boundaries as he 
had suggested. 

The PREMIER said that, as he had stated, 
the Government had fully considered the matter 
since last week. He had pointed out before 
that the \V est Moreton district was not entitled 
to eia-ht members. Fassifern and Logan 
togeth~r were entitled to three members, and 
what was proposed to be done was to give 
a new member between them. That was 
proposed to be done in one way; but there might 
be other ways of doing it. Some population 
would have to be given to West Moreton in order 
to entitle that gronp to eight members. He did 
not care to what group an electorate belonged; 
they might call Nemng vVest ~Ioreton if they 
liked. He was dealing with that part of the 
colony as a whole. N e_rang was a n1ixed electo
rate, being partly in East }Ioreton and partly 
in \Vest Moreton. It was quite clear that no 
u.dditionalmember could be given without taking 
something away from East Moreton. That was 
clear, and the Committee would not be justified 
in giving· an additional rnember to that corner 
of "the colony. As to the boundaries of the 
electorates, that was not a matter of much conse
quence; but they wanted to get the moRt conve
nient boundarie.3 they could. The hon. member 
talked about extPnding Rosewood to the north
west into Stanley, but if he looked at the figures 
he would see that Stanley was already very 
small, even with any possible additions that 
might be made to it in the north; taking in 
N anango and the part proposed to be thrown 
into East Moreton, the parish of Kilcoy, it 
would still be a very small electorate if anything 
were taken from it. The hon. member proposed 
to extend Rosewood northward so as to take in 
about 1,000 people from Stanley, which would 
be reduced to 2,700 inhabitants, and would be 
too small. The additional population added 
would not nearly make up that number. One 
·su""estion lmd been made to him which he 
off~~·ed for consideration, and that was, instead 
of extendinfi llosewood eastwards so as to take 
in a considerable part of the present elec
torate of Bundanba, to extend it southwards 
so as to include the wlwle of the divisional 
board of l\Iutdapilly. At present the greater 
part of that divisional board was in Fassifern. 
That would make Rosewood consist practically 
of JYiutdapilly and \Valloon. Then instead. of 
diminishing Bundanba on the westward by talnng 
part into Hose wood, diminish it on the southward 
by throwing the parish of Purga and part of 
Bundanba into Fassifern with the pttrish of 
Undullah. So far as those two constitu
encies were concerned there would be suffi· 
cient population for both Rosewood and 
:Fassifern, bnt to give effect to that, it would 
be necessary to divide the electora~es of 
Louan and Fassifern, north and south, mstead 
of ';,ast and west as proposed by the Bill, and it 
would be still necessary to throw into the 
eastern part of Fassifern at the northern end a 
considerable part of Logan, the parish of Boyd 
and the neighbourhood of Beenleigh, and he was 
afraid it would be necessary to throw in Been
lei~h itself. Fassifern must be enlarged from 
Logan, or Logan from Fassifern. As far as the 
Government were concerned they disregarded 
all questions as to the politics of members; 
their only desire was to make a fair division. 
The boundaries would have to be extended 
eastward in order to give vV est Moreton 
the eight members they clamoured for. The 
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Government had not determined to give \V est 
Moreton seven membms, and then arranged 
the boundaries so as to fit; what they had done 
was to adjust the boundaries according to the 
rtatural features of the country and the trade 
relations of the people, for which purpose a small 
portion had been taken off both sides of the 
north end of the Stanlev electorate. That 
was the only change in tl:le boundaries, except 
where Fassifern joined Logan. He did not know 
whether the extension of Hosewood to the south 
would be better than the extension to the east. 
If Rosewood were joined to the division cf 
Mutdapilly that would be a homogeneous con
stituency, and the result would be that Bundauba 
'vonld surround Iprnvich oii all side,\4_:, RosewoGd in 
that case would have to be extended on the north
west corner, so as to take in a few from Stanley; 
and Stanley would have to be extended by taking 
in the parish of Kilcoy, and possibly Nanango. 
Those were possible combinations worthy of con
sideration. There seemed to be a great difference 
of opinion as to whether it was desirable to 
divide Logan north and south, or east and west; 
but, so far as he had heard, the arguments 
seemed to be in favour of a di'vi,ion east and west, 
although there was no doubt that some incon
venience would result from joining together the 
people at the extreme south at N erang· with the 
people at the heads of the Logan J:tiver. How
ever, he should like to hear the views of hon. 
members on the change he had suggested. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he thought the 
question might be settled in a very few minutes, 
if the compromise which he mentioned the other 
night were accepted. If the boundaries of Fas
sifern were left so as to include Harrisville and 
JI/Iount Flinders and go down to JI/Iount Goolman, 
that would give an increase. Then taking on the 
other side the Village of Logan and the heads of 
the Oxley, parish of Mitchell, and two or three 
other places, there would be sufficient population 
to make a double electorate, and he believed 
satisfaction would be given to the people 
on both sides. Tamrookum had a large 
population, and the interests of the people 
there and at Undullah were more in com
mon with Dugandan than with Beaudesert. 
If they adrled those places it would be a nice 
electorate with 2,100 or 2,200 male adults and a 
general population of nearly 8,000, returning two 
m em hers instead of one. Of course the Logan 
electorate would be wiped out, and there would be 
only the electorate of N erang left, the boundary 
of which would be north and south, commencing 
at Macpherson's Range and ending at Y atala. 
Beenleigh might be left in the Southport elec
torate, although the Premier had suggested, as he 
(Mr. Thorn) told the members for \Vest Moreton 
he would, that Beenleigh should be taken into 
Fassifern. He was sure there was sufficient popu
lation for two members in the electorate he had 
suggested, and the difficulty might be settled at 
once. They might afterwards proceed with the 
details of the boundaries. 

Mr. STEVENS said it was rather amusing to 
hear the way in which the hon. member for 
Fassifern talked of wiping out the electorate of 
Logan, but he would find, before his proposal 
was carried-if it ever were carried-that it 
would take more time than he anticipated -cer
tainly more than a few minutes. He did not 
know where the hon. gentleman got his infor
mation from, but he (Mr. Stevens) knew posi
tively that the hon. member's constituents on 
the eastern side of Fassifern would object in 
the strongest possible manner to the alteration 
he proposed. They were not quite in accord 
with the provisions of the Bill respecting the 
east-and-west line, but they would agree to that 
sooner than what the hon. member for Fassifern 

proposed. He knew the feeling of the inhabi
tants of the two districts as well as the hon. 
member, and he was perfectly certain that a more 
unpopular alteration, so far as the Logan and 
the eastern portion of :Fassifern were concerned, 
than the alteration he proposed, could not 
possibly be made. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he had been in 
communication with his constituents on the 
subject, and there had been meetings held 
at Beaudesert and V ercsclale, and the electors 
there, rather than be tacked on to South
port, as proposed in the Bill, would prefer 
to be dealt with as he had suggested The 
Dugandan railway station was not more than 
sixteen miles from the V eresdale railway station, 
and the people of Undullah, Veresdale, Tam
rookum, and Dugandan ought to be all in 
the same electorate. Undullah hncl a population 
of 273 and Tamrookum had nearly GOO people. He 
was sure that the people of Tamrookmn had more 
interests in counnon with Dugandan than with 
South port, because to get to South port they would 
have to go through the proposed electorate of Logan. 
They would have to go down about eighty or 
ninety mile,,, whereas Tamrookum, as the hon. 
gentleman would see from the map, was only 
about sixteen miles from Duganclan, the present 
terminal station on the Ji'assifern Railway. By 
adopting his suggestion it would be found that 
it would effect a combination in which the 
interests of the people would be more in common 
than if V eresclale and Tamrookum were hooked 
on to South port. 

Mr. STEVENS said the statement made by 
the hon. member who had just sat clown as to the 
meetings that had been held in that electorate 
had just sufficient truth in them to be mis
leading. At neither of those meetings were the 
boundaries mentioned which the hon. member 
now proposed. He (Mr. Stevens) knew that, 
because he had a copy of the resolutions, and there 
was not one word in them about such boundaries, 
or as to extending the boundaries of the electorate 
of Fassifern, RO as to give it two members instead 
of giving two to the Logan. 

Mr. FOOTE said the boundaries of Fassifern 
for several yearH past had been the same as they 
were now, and they had heard no complaint from 
the Logan side about being attached to Fassifern. 
The Logan party on one occasion returned the 
member for Fassifern, JI/Ir. De Burgh Persse. 
He (Jiiir. Foote) remembered that he suggested 
the boundary now proposed by the Govern
ment on a previous occasion, but it was not 
then adopted by the Government. At that 
time he used the same argument as that 
which had been advanced by the hon. member 
for Logan, but it was not considered of any 
weight. The Premier had stated that the electo
rates were not arranged with any regard as to what 
members they would return in the future. Well, 
he (Mr. Foote) was sure that the West Moreton 
group had not the slightest regard as to what 
members should be returned. What they desired 
was that when a redistribution of the electo
rates was being made they should have repre
sentation up to the same standard as the 
other districts. But the present measure was 
framed by lopping off a portion on one side 
and giving it to East Moreton, taking another 
piece elsewhere and giving it to the Downs, 
and carving out a portion in another direction 
and giving it to Fassifem. They desired to 
retain the old boundaries, and were also desirous 
that the Bill should pass. They did not want to 
place themselves in the position of saying that 
the Bill should not pass if they did not get their 
fair share of representation. They therefore 
wished to effect a compromise, and, so far as he 
could see, the suggestion of the Premier appeared 
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to be somewhat reasonable. He did not know 
how far the hon. gentleman wished to extend the 
Fassifern electorate. If they went far beyond 
the Logan it would simply be a sell, and they 
had not the slightest intention of accepting it. 

The PHE:YliER : ·what do you mean ? 
Mr. FOOTE : That Fassifern should not he 

extended so as to include N erang and S'mth
port. 

The PREMIER : I said, to the D>nlington 
Range, which is the present boundary, and to 
extend it on the north. 

l'vfr. FOOTE said that some hon. members 
knew that district better than he did, as he had 
no personal knowledge of it, and he could hardly 
rely upon the maps, as he had found some of 
them very incorrect. He did not wish to be 
misled on the point, but, so far as he could 
understand the Prernier, his Fmgg-e~tion would 
meet their wishes in reference to Bunda nba and 
Rosewood, that was to say if two members 
were given to Fassifern. 

The PREMIER said he did not propose to 
give Fassifern two members; he proposed to 
have two electorates, one to be called :b'assifern, 
and the othflr to be called by some other name. 
The eastern boundary would be, as he had 
stated before, tbe Darlington Hange, as at 
pre.sent, up to Cedar Creek, then up the Alhert 
River; extending eastward from the present line 
in order to get the population. That would go 
as far as Logan Village, and he thought it 
would have to go as far as Beenleigh. Of course 
it was not desired to make the East Moreton 
electorates unwieldy. He asked hon. members to 
say what they thought of the proposal or sugg~s
tion to extend Hosewood to the south instead 
of to the east, so as to include the divisional 
board of Mutdapilly, the parishes of Frank
lin, Rosevale, Forhcs, and 'rhorn, including 
Mount Walker. It was proposed to take them 
out of Fassifern. Fassifern, on the other hand, 
might include part of the parishes of Purga 
and Bundanba, which at present were in Bun
danba, and it might also include the parish of 
U ndullah. In that case the electorate of Rosewood 
would real! y be the valley of the Bremer River, 
on the south of the railway, and on the north 
the Rosewood Scrub. The population could be 
arranged on that scheme tolerably fairly, but 
it would necessitate changes in the boundaries of 
Bulimba and Oxley. Bnndanha would extend 
round Ipswich, and would include the parish of 
Chn war on the north, Goodna on the east, part 
of tbe parish of Bundanba and part of the parish 
of Purga on the south, and the parish of Brassall 
on the west. Hon. members wonld see by the 
map he held in bis hand what his suggestion was, 
although he did not know whether those would 
be as good boundaries for the electorate of Rose
wood as the bonndaries proposed in the Bill. He 
was sorry the hon. member for Rosewood was 
not in his place, as he should like to hear his 
opinion on the subject. 

JIIIr. FOOTE said the boundaries, as he under
stood the Premier, would be so far satisfactory 
to the West Moreton group; but by taking 
Fassifern over to the other side they would 
be in just the same position as they were now. 
No additional member" would be given to the 
West Moreton group. If Rosewood were made 
to embrace a portion of li'assifern, Fassifern 
would be carried over to the other side; then 
where was the other electorate ? 

The PHEMIER said he had pointed out that 
where the increase in population had occurred was 
in the electorate of Fassifern, and that Fassifern 
and Logan together were entitled to three mem
bers. But they must either extend Logan to the 
west and take in part of Fassifern, or extend 

Fassifern to the east and north and take a part of 
Logan. Those were the two alternatives. Tbe hon. 
member seemed to fancy all Fassifern belonged 
to tbe ·west Moreton group, but he (the Premier) 
did not think it did. The boundaries of East 
1\Ioreton mnst be extended to the westward, or 
\V est Moreton must be extended on the east 
and north. Those were the two alternatives, 
and he did not care which was adopted, but he 
asked hon. members particularly wh:.t would be 
the effect of extending Rosewood to the south 
instead of to the east so as to take in the valley 
of the Bremer? 

::\Ir. SALKELD said, according to the Pre
mier's a,dn1iRRion on a previous occasion, \V est 
JYioreton with its present boundaries was entitled 
to eight members, but the hon. gentleman now 
ignored that fact and harped on the fact that 
Vassifern and Logan were entitled to three mem
bers. The hon. gentleman's proposal now was to 
divide Fassifern and Lqgau into two and take 
in Beenleigh. \Vhat boundary would be taken 
between the present Fassifern electorate and the 
proposed new electorate ? 

The PREMIER: The Darlington Range on 
the south. 

Mr. SALKELD: But between those two 
electorates? 

The PREMIER: The present proposed boun
dary between Fassifern and N erang. Either that 
or the Log<m River. 

Mr. SALKELD said that would be very 
inconvenient. He did not think they could divide 
those electorates. The Darlington Range was a 
proper and natural boundary, but what would be 
the dividing line? He thought it would be fairer 
to leave the present boundaries, and he did not 
see the necessity for taking in Beenleigh. 

The PREMIER : What is to become of it? 
Mr. SALKELD: Leave it in the Logan 

electorate. 
The PREMIER: The population is not suffi

cient. 
Mr. SALKELD said, well, give it another 

member, and extend the boundary in another 
direction. Their contention was at present 
that they were entitled, by reason of popu
lation, to another member. The Brisbane elec
torates, according to the population basis it was 
said, were entitled to more members; but that 
was no reason why \Vest JYioreton should waive 
its claim. If members of other districts were 
willing to take lower representation than they 
were entitled to that was their look-out. He had 
no doubt himself that the metropolis ought to 
have a lower representation. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: So ought Ipswich. 
Mr. SALKELD said he had no doubt it 

would suit the hon. member to wipe out Ipswich, 
which was a thorn in his side, but that would 
not deter the hon. members for West Moreton 
from insisting upon and standing up for their 
rights, and in doing their best to get them. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he was not at all 
anxious to increase the number of members in 
the House. On the second reading of the Bill 
he had gone so far as to say that sixty -eight 
members were too many, and now they were to 
have seventy-two. He did not propose to in
crease the number, and he thought his compro
mise was a fair one. He proposed to make 
Fassifern a d0uble-barrelled electorate, taking 
in population on the Logan towards Beenleigh, 
from the Village of Logan, from near the Logan 
Bridge, and tbe population that the Premier 
proposed to take in from Bundanba on tbe 
other side, the population round Harrisville 
and Mount Flinders. There was a large popu· 



Electoral Districts Bill. [18 OcToBER.] Electoral Districts Bill. 1103 

lation round the two last-mentioned place~ which 
would bring the population of the double
barrelled electorate of Fassifern to over 2,000 
adults. 

The PREMIER: The Logan will be as big as 
the double-barrelled electorate. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he could assure 
the Premier if he would look at the boundary 
that he would find Tamrookum, where the greater 
part of the population of the Logan resided, was 
quite close to Dugandan. 

The PRE:\IIER : Tamrookum is a squatting 
place. It consists of three large selections. 

The HoN. G. THORN said the population of 
the parish of Tamrookum wa,; 577, with HiD 
adults. 

The PRE :\HER : Non sense ! 
The HoN. G. THORN said he had it in print. 

The population of Undullah was 273, with G2 
adults. 

The PREMIER: Several other parishes sur
round it. 

The HoN G. THORN said the figures had 
been sent to him by his constituents on the 
Logan. V eresdale had a population of 358, 
with GS artults, and Tabragalba 422, with 132 
adults. Adding the population together, and 
taking in Flinders and Harrisville, the popula
tion was sufficient to make a double-barrelled 
constituency, and return two members without 
increasing the number of members in the 
House. They might also take in some other 
little places; some of the subdivisions of 
Oxley. The hon. member for Logan did not 
object to the Oxley subdivisions going in, and 
they would increase the population. He might 
state that there were only sixteen mileB between 
Beaudesert and Dugandan, for he had measured 
it with a ruler. 

The PREMIER : There are more than that. 

Mr. THORN said that was all, as measured on 
the map. The interests of those !Jlaces were 
certainly more in common than those of Tam
rookum and Southport. 

Mr. KELLETT said that from the remarks 
they had just now heard from the Premier he 
gathered that the hon. gentleman saw that they 
had a just right to what they were fighting for. 
'l'hey would be satisfied if the hon. gentleman 
would agree to the sugge;;tion of the hon. member 
for Fassifern. But if they had the division made 
in the way the Premier proposed it would not 
give an additional member to West Moreton. 
'fhe Premier went to a certain length all right, 
but he stopped short of the vital point. Their 
claim had several times been fairly pointed out, 
and the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Salkeld, 
had that evening brought forward figures to 
show that a population of about 3,000 was being 
taken away from the 'Vest Moreton group. 
There was no doubt, also, that since the 
railway was made to Dugandan it brought that 
district more into West Moreton than it had been 
before ; because the residents of Tamrookum 
and the other places mentioned by the hon. 
member for Fassifern wouldcometothe Dugandan 
station, and would be identified with the 'Vest 
Moreton group. The railway being taken to 
Dugandan made a great difference, ani! he was 
quite satisfied it was better to leave the boundary 
as it was before. He hoped it would not be 
necessary for them to say much more, for their 
claim seemed to him so clear that no argument 
could refute it. To give Fassifern two members 
and leave the boundaries as they were was, he 
thought, the simplest way of overcoming the 
difficulty. 

The PREMIER said they had heard com
plaints for several years against joining the 
western end of Fassifern on to the eastern enrl 
of it. The people down at Darlington Range 
and on Mount Tambourine were joined to the 
people at the heads of the Bremer, and that was 
the cause of great compbints. 'Vhy should a 
country district like that be a double electorate, 
extending an immense distance east and west? 
Hon. members seemed to want not only the 
eight members, but they wanted the electorates 
so formed that they might control the lot. He 
was prerJared to agree to what was fair, but he 
could not agree to that. 

Mr. FOOTE said the Premier said they 
wanted the electorate so as they could control it, 
but thPV could not possibly control it. Look 
at the result of th<e last election. 'Vas it not a 
resident of the city of Brisbane who represented 
]'assifern after that election? \Vas it not also 
a resident of Brisbane who now represented 
Ro~ewood? How, then, could it be said that 
\V est Moreton controlled them? Many of the 
resident; of Ipswich, West JYioreton, and of 
Brisbane had votes in those country districts, 
and they had the right of the franchise, and, 
beyond its exercise by those who took an mte_rest 
in politics, there could be no control of any kmd. 
The hon. gentleman objected to the division pro
posed because, as he put it, a certain portion of 
the electorate would be controlled by another 
portion of it at some distance from it. They 
could only refer to the old arguments over 
and over again to show how that had been 
in the past. He would refer to the fact 
that the Logan returned a member for 
Fassifern when the Mcilwraith Ministry were 
in power. The hon. gentleman had himself clone 
the very thing which he now said should be 
avoided. That was clear in the present arrange
ment of the electorate of Moreton where it 
extended up to the Main Range beyond Kilcoy 
on one side, and down to Humpybong on 
the other. \Yould it not be a metropolitan 
candidate who would be likely to carry 
that electorate? There was no doubt it would 
as the electorates at this end. would have a 
preponderance in the voting power. It might 
therefore be considered a metropolitan electorate 
because the city of Brisbane would, in all pro
bability, return the candidate, and the other 
end of the district would be disfranchised. 
If that was right in one instance, was it 
not right in another ? They only asked what 
belonged to them. They s:1id that accord
ing to the boundaries as they now stood 
they were entitled to an additional member, 
and the Premier himself had admitted that, 
though perhaps he regretted having done so. 
Even if he had not done so, it would not alter 
the fact that they were entitled to an additional 
member. They did not want to be outwitted by 
a sidewincl, and did not intend to be so outwitted. 
They had thoroughly considered their position, 
and meant to carry it out. He did not wish to 
delay the busine,<s of the Committee, and desired 
that the Bill should pass if the Government would 
accede to their request, and give them that to 
which they were fairly and honestly entitled. 

The PRB:\HER said he had already stated that 
he was willing, if it commended itself to the 
Committee generally-for he could only make a 
suggestion like anyone else-to let the old 
boundary stand between Logan and Fassi
fern at the Darlington Range; but the boundaries 
must be extended to take in further population. 

Mr. FOOTE : And give Fassifern two 
members? 

The PREMIER said that would not be fair. 
Why should the people who went from Bris
bane by rail clown to \V aterford, Logan Village, 
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and Beaudesert be joined with the people who 
went away from Ipswich by the Harrioville and 
Dug-andan line? They had no community of 
interests, and should certainly not be joined to
gether. The principle of the Bill was to have single 
electorates wherever possi-ble, >1nd while he was 
quite prepared to meet hon. members as far as 
he could do so in jlmtice and fairness, he was 
not prepared to do that which had been con
sidered a crying scandal for years, and which was 
manifestly unfttir. In that mcse more than any
where else they had had continual complaints 
that two different sets of people were joined 
together, and that was undoubtedly unfair ; and 
yet that was what the hon. members for \V est 
JHoreton wished to pervetuate. 

Mr. KELLETT said he could q•Jite understand 
the people about Tambourine objecting to be 
included in Jfassifern, but by the change sug
gested a far larger number would be pnt into a 
district with which they had no community of 
intere,ts, than by leaving the boundaries as they 
were at pre.sent. As to their \vanting to n1ake 
the Fassifern end control the whole electorate, 
they wanted nothing of the kind, aml they could 
do nothing of the kind, becau.se it would depend 
entirely upon the man who came forward to 
conte"t the constituency, who might be a total 
stranger there, like the Attorney-General, a resi
dent of Brisban0, who represented one of the most 
northern constituencies in the colony, or the late 
member for J<'assifern, who also lived in Brisbane. 
The electorates of the colony were divided into 
groups, and what they wanted was another 
member for the \V est Moreton group, to which 
they were fully entitled, leaving it to the Pre
mier to fix and alter the boundaries so as to 
bring· up the population to the requisite number. 
But the suggestion of the Premier gave an addi
tional member to East Moreton, not to \V est 
Moreton. 

The PREMIER: How can it be in the East 
Moreton group if it is within your present 
boundaries? 

Mr. KELL ETT said that if divided in the 
way suggested it would be in East Moreton, 
and to that they most strongly objected. 'l'he 
Premier himself had admitted that the elec
torates of Fassifern and Bundanba, with their 
present boundaries, were entitled to three mem
bers between them. 

The PREMIER: I think I said, "they were 
almost entitled." 

Mr. KELLETT said it appeared in Hansa?·d, 
and there was no hon. member who corrected his 
speeches more carefully than the Premier. K o 
doubt the hon. gentleman was sorry now that he 
had said it, but it was perfectly correct, as every 
hon. member must admit. They had put forward 
their claim for an additional member fairly and 
quietly, and had advanced very good reasons in 
support of it. He had no fresh reasons to bring 
forward, and it would save a great deal of trouble 
if the hon. gentleman would consent to give two 
members to Fassifern. 

The PREMIER said there was no satisfying 
the hon. members. \Vhatever the Government 
proposed they refused to accept, although it was 
what they had just before been asking for. 
Half-an-hour ago their cry was not to alter the 
boundary of the \Vest Moreton group. And 
now, when he proposed to meet them so far, 
with the exception of a portion of the northern 
corner between Fassifern and Logan, they said it 
did not suit them at all, as a great part of the 
country belonged to East :Moreton. \Vhen he was 
willing to accede to that, only adding a homogene
ous population to make up the number required, 
they at once said they wanted a big country 
constituency with two members, because other-

wise one-half of Fassifern would no longer be a 
\Vest Moreton constituency, but an East ]\;lore
ton constituency. The hon. members were con
tending· for two contmdictory propositions, one 
that the boundary shonld be left as it was, 
and the other, that if the boundary was 
left as it was, one electomte would IJelong· 
to l<~ast :iYioreton. They wanted to make 
J<'assifern into one constituency with two 
n1e1nbers, instead of two constituencies rPturn
ing one member each. If they were strong 
enough to get the Committee to carry out their 
wishes they might do so, but certainly he could 

comply with them. 
Mr. FOOTE said they knew they were not 

strong enough; if they had been they would have 
gone to 3J division long ago. In voting power 
they were weak, but he trusted they were strong 
enough in another direction. The Premier ha,d 
promised a compromise, but how did he ]Jrovose to 
effect it? By a cunning device, by a sidewind. 
He would give Fassifern two members, but one 
of them must belong to East lVIoreton. \Vhen he 
(:VIr. J<'oote) asked for two members for Fassifern, 
the hon. gentlen1an said, "No; not t'vo n1etn
bers." There must be a division of the electorate, 
one to be called l<'assifern and the other to be 
called by another name. They were not to 
be caught by that. Their contention was still 
the same as it had been all through - that 
the \Vest Moreton group was entitled to an 
additional member. Their boundaries had been 
cut up in all directions, pieces lopped off all 
round in order to create sufficient for other con
stituencies to entitle them to increased repre
sentation, >1nd that they would not submit to. 
They contended that the interests of those places 
belonged to the \V est Moreton group, and they 
had an undoubted right to another member. It 
looked very much like this : that the Govern
ment did not wish to carry the Bill. They found 
that they had made a mistake, that they had 
given way too much. They had given an 
additional member to the Downs g-roup, which 
they said haLl got rather more than it was 
entitled to. They had also given additional 
members to the North, and finding- that they had 
made a mistake they wi.shed to throw upon the 
Ipswich and \Vest JY1oreton members the onus of 
talking the Bill ont. Perhaps that was the posi
tion, and if it was those members must accept 
it, for they preferred to accept that rather than 
accept the position of being unjustly dealt with. 
If seven hon. members of that Committee were 
not sufficient to make themselves heard in a 
matter of that sort, when their own rights e.nd 
their own interests were called in question, then 
they did not deserve to be members of that 
House. He trusted that those hem. members 
would stick to their point until they got it, or 
until they succeeded in talking the Bill out. 

Mr. BRO\VN said the point of contention 
seemed to be whether the district known as the 
Logan, bounded by the Logan River-Beau
desert, Veresdale, and Jimboomba, at present 
part of Fassifern-should continue part of that 
electorate or be tacked on to the Southport 
district. He was interested in that part of 
the country, and knew that a lot of people 
residing in the same locality contended that 
they had no interest in common with Fassi
fern, and they did not want to be attached 
to either N erang or South port. A large pro
portion of them would just as soon be attached 
to South port as toFassifern. The preponderance 
of voting power would, he believed, be in the 
Fassifern district, and if the proposition of the 
hon. member for Fassifern were accepted by the 
Committee, and two members were returned for 
that district, practically it would mean that the 
Fassifern, or rather the Ipswich, people would 
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return two members for that electorate. If 
the sympathies of the people of Beaurlesert <lis
trict were entirely with Ipswich and Fassifern, 
nothing was easier than for the Ipswich pllople 
to return a 111emher for the district, even thongh 
it was not in the smne electorate. Speaking a.s 
a resident of Ber1udesert, he di<l not want to be 
attached to ]'assifern. They wanted a separate 
electorate, and he thought the Pren1ier's sng~es
tion a;;; to the honnrlaries w:u:; a very good one. 'l""'hey 
were goocl natural boundaries. The electorate 
of Nerang was now divirled ea~t and wm;t; he 
thought it should be divided north and sonth, 
condition:tlly that there wa.r; a divbion bet\veen 
the Beandesert district and F<!'sifern. He 
thought-and he believed the Premier was of 
the same opinion-that there should be three 
single electorates, and no double electorate. 

:\fr. SALKELD said it had been stated by 
the Premier that the object they were contend
ing for was to get the control of the \Vest 
1foreton electorates in Ipswich, but the Premier 
did not know everything; and anyone who was 
conversttnt with the loulity, and knew the state 
of feeling in the \Vest :\Ioreton electorates, was 
awttre that there was not a shadow of foundation 
for anything of that kind. As one of the mem
bers for Ipswich, if he simply looked to political 
influence, as far as Ipswich was concerned, he 
would be perfectly satisfied ; because the Bill 
as it now stood took off the districts furthest 
away from Ipswich-the Upper Logan district, 
the Upper Stanley, towards the 1\Iain Range, 
and it brought the Rose wood almost Llown to the 
boundary of the town; so tluct, so far as Ipswich 
was concerned, it gave that town a considerable 
amount of political influence and control over 
the electorates. The Premier was mistaken in 
that, and it showed how dangerous it was to 
impute motives. 

The PREMIER : I was only dealing with 
your arguments. 

Mr. SALKELD said the argument was quite 
as unfair. He was certain that if eight members 
were given to the district it would not increaeethe 
political influence of Ipswich in the electorates. 
The only' effect of what they contended for would 
be to give them the eight members they were 
entitled to, and which the Premier had admitted 
they had a right to, and which appeared in 
Hctnsard. If they looked at the figures they 
would see it was so. If they took the adjusted 
boundaries of the Darling Downs electorate, with 
eight members, they had a population of 33,427. 
In the \V est JYioreton electorate there was a 
population of 33,140. Again, taking the male 
adults. The Darling Downs, with eight mem
bers, had 8,132; and within the \Vest Moreton 
boundaries there were 8,G17. The Premier 
did not take any notice of that, but he 
hoped other hon. members would do so. 'fhe 
only effect of dividing the Upper Logan into 
separate electorates, in the way the Premier 
proposed, would be to throw a lot of that elec
torate into Nerang and Beenleigh, and then the 
Beenleigh vote would, of course, swamp the other 
part of it. No matter how the electorates were 
divided, some portion would have a prepon
derating influence, and he supp<lSed the great 
point was not to give the Ipswich side of the 
district any preponderating influence. That 
appeared to be the only contention on the part 
of the Government. The Ipswich members had 
served them so faithfully and loyally that the 
Government did not appear to want any more 
of their support ; he could not account for it 
in any other way. According to the way 
in which they desired the electorate divided, 
that would have given natural boundaries, 
but according to the proposal of the Premier 
there would be no well - marked boundary 
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whatever. The bcmndaries would be very 
much ],etter left as they were. And, with 
r''garrl to the statement about putting 200 addi
tional into the electorate, he did n<lt see the 
nece;;sity for it : and when 200 came to be 
divided between eight members it was certainly 
not very much. 

The MI.i\'ISTER FOR WOHKS said it 
seemed to him that the only real difference 
between the meml1ers for \V est J'vloreton and the 
Premier was tluct they proposed to have a double 
electDrate, and the Premier proposed two single 
eloctomtes. He would point out to the hon. 
members that there were no other d<mble country 
electomtes; the only double electorates were town 
elect<lrates. 

::Yir. LUMLEY HII,L: There is Mackay. 

Tbe l\II.i\'ISTER FOR WORKS said Mackay 
was a town electorate. ]'ive-sixths of the elec
tors were in the town, or, at any rate, within the 
surburhan area. 

Mr. L U:MLEY HILL : Then there is Burke 
-Croydon and Etheridge. 

The ::\1INISTER FOR WORKS said there 
w;cs a reason for that, because almost the whole 
population was concentrated in a very small 
area at Croydon. He could not understand what 
objection tlie hon. members had to single elec
torates, unless they thought they could exercise 
more influence over a double electorate than 
over a single one. No doubt if the Pre
mier, in drawing the Bill, had retained the 
present boundaries, and, taking Ipswich as the 
centre, had radiated all the electorates from 
that, then hon. members would have been 
perfectly ~atisfied. He would remind the 
hon. members that he might just as fairly 
have complained as they, because his elec
torate lutd been carved about ; part given to 
Leichhardt, part to Port Curtis, and another 
part to JYiaranoa; and one member was taken 
away from it altogether. However, he did not 
contend for the retention of two members for his 
district, simply because it was not entitled to it 
by population. The number of population must 
be observed at le-ast fairly well. \Vhat the hon. 
members proposed was that they should have 
eight members, and that would reduce their aver
age of population below that of any group in the 
country--

Mr. SALKELD: No. 
The MINISTERFOR WORKS: Unless they 

started on the assumption that th0 old boundaries 
must not be touched-that no other district must 
be encroached upon, and that nothing mnst be 
cut off from their district. He certainly thought 
that to include the jJOpulation of the eastern part 
of the proposed district of Fassifern in a double 
electorate would be to swamp it and leave the 
supreme control to the northern or western 
portion. 

Mr. FOOTE said it was really refreshing to 
have the Mini£ter for Works on his legs ; he was 
so ready in imputing motives. It was said 
that " out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh," but he did not entertain any 
idea that the hon. gentleman was in any way 
corrupt. The hon. gentleman could not see 
any cause of complaint in cutting up his 
electorate. No doubt the hon. gentleman would 
rejoice that his own electorate was cut up, 
and the smaller it was the better he would 
like it. He would be able no doubt to 
manage 100 or 200 electors better than 500 
or 1,000, and he would much sooner go back 
to a small electorate than a large one. He had 
heard that very likely the hon. gentleman would 
stand for Toowong, and very likely he would 
make a good member for that place, and be 
returned, because all the constituencies abottt 
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Brisbane were likely to return candida teA favour
able to the pre.seirt Government-the "Brisbane 
Ministry," as he might call them. The same 
remark applied to the J';ast :i\foreton constitu
encies; most of them would return metropoli
tan candidates. As a rule the l~ast l'vloreton 
group had returned Liberal rueml1ers, even as 
the \Vest l'vloreton group had; hut somehow 
or other they got much better treatment than 
the \V est l'vloreton members. He "<ts confining 
his remarks to the Bill before the Committee. He 
ren1en1 be reel sp2aking once hrfol'e on an oc0a.sion 
of that sort, but then he rlirl not stick to his pnr
pose so tenacionsly as he intendecl to do now. 
He did not intend to give way. The point of 
contention was that they wanted one electorate 
returning two mmnb8rs, anrl the Covernruent 
wrmted to make two electorates of it. If the 
Governn1ent would give way on that point 
the \Vest 1Ioreton members would be srttis
fied. The hon. 11inister for 'IV orks h>td said 
that all the electoratec; returned one member, 
except the town electorates. That was not the 
case, as had been pointed out: but even if it were 
the case he thought the compromise in the present 
instance would be very satisfactory to them, 
and not disadvantageous to the Government. 
It was a very small mattar whether the elec
torate should be crtlled Fassifern, and return 
two members, or whether there should he two 
electomtes returning one member each. If it 
were divided into two electorates it would be 
trP<tting them in a way they did not intend to 
submit to. They were quite prepared to accept 
an enlargement of the electorate with the title 
of "FassifPrn, two me1nbers." 

The PREMIER said the hon. member must 
attach some curions 1neaning to the word ''emu
promise." His contention was that the \V est 
l\ioreton di,trict should remain as it was, with 
eight members. The Government met him by 
suggesting an alteration of boundaries. Then 
the hon. member brought up what he called a 
compromise ; that was, he made an entirely new 
demand, that the Government should do some
thing inconsistent with the principle of the Bill. 
He put forward a new scheme and called it a 
compromise. As soon as the Government acceded 
to one demand, they were asked to accede 
to another one. That was the hon. member's 
opinion of n. compromise. The hon. member 
told them over and over again that the Govern
ment could divide the electorates as they pleased, 
and as soon as they tried to do that, and said 
how they proposed to divide them, the hon. 
member came down and said the Bill should not 
pass unless the electorates were divided in a way 
quite inconsistent with what had been done in 
every other part of the colony, with what had 
been proposed from the beginning, and with 
what he had demanded only last week. 

Mr. FOOTE srtid he hoped the hon. gentleman 
would keep his temper. He was quite mistaken in 
what he sa.id. If he offered to return to the old 
boundariestheywould be satisfied; buttheywould 
never be satisfied with the boundaries that 
existed under the Bill. The hon. gentleman had 
m:>de a suggestion about extending the Fassifern 
electorate, and that was the point he (Mr. Foote) 
had been addres,ing himself to. He did not say, 
as the hon. gentleman stated, that becrtuse they 
were entitled to eight members under the old 
boundaries the~· wanted something else. He 
challenged the hon. gentleman to prove that 
either he or his friends had '"id anything of the 
kind at any time. 

The PREMIER: You have been doing it this 
evening. 

Mr. FOOTE said he defied the hon. gentle
man to prove it. They had their rights, and the 
hon. gentleman had his rights as Premier. The 

question was narrowecl down to this: that if they 
had Fassifern with two members, they would be 
satisfied, or with anything else that would in
crease the representation of the \V est l'vforeton 
group. 

Mr. 1\IACF ARLANE said the Premier had 
complained because the West JI.Ioreton members 
demanded to stick to the old boundaries. Then 
he attempted to meet them by sn.ying that 
Log1111 ami Fas.,ifern were entitled to three mem
bers, and snggesto<l adding in part of the Logan 
to Fassifern, but that was not what they wanted. 
If the old bounrhtries had been strictly adhered 
to, and nothing taken off \Vest .-"loreton and 
given to the Downs, and nothmg taken off 
Stanley, and nothing- taken off t.he Fassi~ern 
district, they would have been entitled to e1ght 
1ne1nberf.:. It was no u~e the Pre1nier Raying that 
he had met them, by simply giYing them a stone 
in~tead of bread. 'rhat hon. gentlc1nan proposed 
to give them an additional n;ember; but that 
additional member would be m East l'vioreton, 
and what had that to do with West l'vloreton? If 
therlistrictwaseutitledto eight members it should 
never have been interfered with. Another com
plaint had beon made that the boundaries could 
not be arranged without taking off pieces here 
and there ; hut the pieces had all been taken off 
and nothing had been given to them. 

The PREMIER: As soon as we propose to do 
anything you object. 

}Ir. MAC:U'ARLANE said the hon. g·entle
man did not add arything to the \V est Jl.loreton 
district but to the East 1Ioreton drstrict. As a 
group \Vest l'vioreton was entitled to an 
additional member, but if the additional mem
ber were given to East Jl.ioreton it would be of 
no benefit to them. They knew in the past that 
the leader of the Opposition and his predecessor 
wouirl do anything against Ipswich. l'viention
ing the name of Ipswich was like showing the 
red rag to a 'bull. The members for the \V est 
l'vioreton district were not there as delegrttes, but 
they must, to a certain extent, represent their con
stituents and the feeling of the district generally. 
The feeling in their district was that they were 
unfairly dEalt with in that respect. That was 
not the opinion of the representatives, but the 
opinion of the district itself. They wanted to 
got a position in the colony under the Redistr!
bution Bill that thev had not at present, and rf 
they got that they "would be very glad indeed 
to end the discussion. The N nrthern members 
were pretty well satisfied with what they had got, 
and then said that \V est J\foreton could not m>1ke 
out a good case. He (Mr. l'vlacfarlane) thought 
that they had made out a better case than rtny 
other district in the colony. It was well known, 
though not always admitted, that West l'vloreton 
was the most progrehsive district in the colony, 
and was the wealthiest of the whole lot. They 
had only to go back to the records of the House to 
prove that it was the richest mining district !n the 
colony. In his opinion coal-measures were, m the 
long run, even more valuable to the colony than 
gold-mines. He knew the Premier could grant 
them what they asked if he liked. Let the 
hon. gentleman take the original boundaries 
and give them eight members. He hoped 
they would not haYe to continue the debate 
much longer, as they were rtll desirous that the 
Bill should pa'''· If the Bill had been passed in 
its original form they would have been satis
fied · but since the principle of 1t had been 
dep;rted from, they considered they had as good 
a right for extra representation as any other part 
of the colony. 

Mr. l'viOUEHEAD said he did not intend to 
detain the Committee at any length, and he 
should not have risen but for a remark made by 
the hon. member who had just sat down as to 
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himself and other members on the Opposition side 
being actuated by hostility towards Ipswich. 
There wa' not one scintilla of truth in that state
ment. He lud no aninwsity towards Ipswich 
or any other p>trt of the colony. He had 
li~tened carefully to the debate night after 
mght, and had the members who advor:tted 
an extra member for \Vest :Uoreton shown any 
goorl and sufficient reason, to his mind, he would 
have given them all the assistance he could; but 
he had heard no sound rea-:;on advanced for an 
extra member, and he \vas not going to be a party 
to de-stroying n mca .... ;nre in order to snit any 
small section of the Committee. 

::Yir. KELI"BTT said hil \\as glad to hear 
that the leader of the Oppositiun had no 
clown on Ipswich; bnt the bet remained 
1hat whenever any motion for the benefit 
of Ipswich lmcl been brought forward it hacl 
always been opposed by thr• nmjority of member;; 
on the other sir le. It had been well ;;aid by the 
hon. member for Ipswich, :Nlr. :i\iacfadane; that 
a large majority of the )'F<Jple of \Vest Moreton 
were entirely dikmtiRfied with the way they 
had he•m treated, aml considered th<tt their 
members had not been doing their duty. They 
had told their repre;;entati ves that ,~ery dis
tinctly, and would tell them even more plainly 
at the next election if they clid not do their 
duty better thnn they lmcl done in the past. 
They were very quiet, law-abiding people in 
that district, and wonl<l not attempt to u;;e 
language like that in reference to their members 
if they were not thoroughly dissatisfied. They 
said in effect.:-" Gent1errten, have you no say 
in this matter? Are you not listener! to by 
the members of the Government? \V ill not 
the Government give you another memb•,'r 
though members are given in all directions in 
other parts of the colony?" There was no use in 
quoting figures, because the Premier would not 
take any notice of them ; but it had been shown 
over and over again that Bundn.nbn and li\ts
sifern were entitled to three ntemberH. They 
were told by the Premier that if they stuck to 
the old boundaries of J<'assifern they would nut 
be entitled to that number, and he mighL here 
remark that of all the things that could be 
devised to obfust\"tte hon. members, the map of 
the district was about the worst, with its nume
rous lines of all colours. After getting the key of 
the map from the Premier, he found that the 
proposed boundary of Fassifern was an absurdity, 
because if part of the Logan were taken in, the 
people on the Fa"'ifern side woulcl be diHfranchio"'cl. 
The Premier had said a short time ago that 
the people a.bont Tambourine dirl not want to be 
joined to West Moreton. Possibly they did not; 
but what about the parishes of U ndullab, Teviot, 
Bromelton, and Tamrookum? Those would all 
be disfranchised by being thrown into the other 
electorate, as the population in the other corner 
of the electorate would leave them out in the 
cold. The people there wanted to be joined to 
\V est Moreton, to which they were bound by 
locality, by business i!lterests, by the line of 
railway, and in every possible way. \Vest :More
ton, by taking a piece off Bundanba and joining 
it to Fassifern, was fairly entitled to two mem
bers for Fassifern. That was the only remedy 
he could see. They hncl quite enough to entitle 
them to the additional m em her; but if they did 
what the Premier proposed, and divided the 
electorate, they would give the preponderance in 
voting to the southern portion, and disfranchise 
the Upper Logan and the parishes he hacl men
tioned. They had been allied for a long time to 
\V est Moreton ; they were quite satisfied to 
belong to that district, but he was sure the 
majority of the people there would not be satis
fied with the alteration proposed. The \V est 
Moreton group was as much entitled to another 

member as any group, excepting the metro
politan. If no part had been lopped off they 
would h:cve been entitled to one and a-half 
members more, and if anything had been 
added to them they would have been entitled 
to nine members; but even after parts had 
had been lopped off here and there the Govern
ment could not give them less than seven. They 
would prefer to have the old boundaries and the 
old Act th•m to have the electorates fashioned in 
the way prop<>sed. The Premier seemed to he 
stubborn ab.mt it--he was stubborn sometimes 
when he took thing-~ in that way-excessively 
stubborn, although he lmd been very lenient to 
other districts previously-in fact, he had given 
a member whenever he was asked. He had 
not done so in one case - that of Cam
booya; but that was not an adclitional 
member--only a J<rupusnl to alter the boun
rhtries. In the S.mthern pastoral group and 
in the Dterling Downs group they had merely 
to ask for an additional member to get it. But 
that was not the way with the \Vest Moreton 
group. They lmcl been perfectly satisfied when 
the Fre1niu· had gi,Ten those 1ne1nbers, as when 
those grou lJ:::> got ~t<lditional repre::wntation t.he 
~V est ""'loreton members thought they would 
have no difficulty. The Premier had asked the 
other night why they had not objected. But 
they thought they had no business to object to 
other district;; getting additional members if the 
Premier and hi,; colleagues thought fit to grant 
them; and they had come to the conclusion 
that when the next group-their own-e<tme on, 
they woulcl be entitled to the same concession. 
If they did vote against giving another to 
Darling Downs, hnn. members might fairly say 
to them, "You OJ<posed giving our district an 
additional member; how then can you claim that 
you are entitled to another member?" The 
Premier seemed to be rather stubborn and would 
not listen to their fair arguments, hut he hoped 
the hon. gentleman would show them that con
sidemtion to which they were justly entitled. 
The leader of the Opposition had Raid that if he 
had heard any arguments in favour of their pro
posal he would have supported it, but they did 
not think so; the members for \Vest Moreton 
certainly did not suppose that any arguments of 
theirs would secure tho support of the leacler of 
the Opposition. They had, however, a very differ
ent opinion of the Premier. They thought that 
he would have gh·en them fair play, but the hon. 
gentleman ;;eemecl to want to benefit the Logan 
as against \Vest Moreton. The \Vest More
ton group had treated the hrm. gentleman 
far better than he had treated them, and they 
hoped that he would give them what they 
expected-namely, reasonable consideration-and 
that he would consent to granting two members 
to Fassifern. 

l\Ir. MURPHY said the hon. member who 
had just sat down told them that no demand 
that came from the Ipswich members was ever 
received with favour by the Opposition side of 
the Committee. He had listened very care
fully to the present debate, and could only say 
that if the propositions that had hitherto 
emanated from the Ipswich members were 
not more reasonable than the proposition now 
before the Committee, he was not at all 
astonished that the Opposition members had not 
seen their way to agree with them. He thought 
the Premier had offered every possible com
promise that could be expected in that matter. 
Hon. members could not expect the hon. gentle
man to do what would be unjust to any other 
constituency or the rest of the colony in order 
merely to please the Ipswich bunch. That bunch 
certainly was accustomed at one time to rule the 
country, and they thought they were still going 
to rule that Committee, but he could tell them 
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that he knew from the feeling of hon. members 
that their reign had come to an end, and thttt 
the Committee were not going to submit any 
longer to their dict<ttion. He hoped the 
Premier w<;uld not give way to their denmnds, 
and was satisfied that if !.he hon. g·entleman held 
out he would get the support of the Opposition 
side of the Committee. 

Mr. FOOT}<~ said he expected very shortly 
to see all the members on the Opposition side 
sitting on the Government side of the Committee. 
It .was very refreshing to see the good feeling 
whJch hon. members on that side had towards 
the Government on the present occasion. It 
was something they had not seen for a long 
time. He thoug·ht it did not require a prophet 
to predict that if a certain gentleman did 
not go in as leader of a new party at 
the next general election they would find 
the Courie1· taking up the Premier, guiding him 
and controlling him and writing about him in 
the most gallant style possible. He expected 
tlutt sort of thing; it would be one of those 
curious things brought about in a curious way 
that nobody could understand. The member 
who last spoke said the Ipswich bunch had 
ruled the country, and that their rule had now 
come to an encl. He (Mr. Foote) would like to 
know when that occurred. It had certainly not 
happened during the last fourteen years. Neither 
had there been anv bunch in the sense of a 
bunch. Sometimes tlwy had banded together, as 
on the present occa"ion, to protect their interests 
when there was an attempt to rob them of 
what belonged to them, but they had 
always voted in the most disinterested man
ner, each being guided by his ow'n conscience. 
They certainly succeeded in keeping the Oppo
sition in power for a considerable time on one 
occasion. The party whose members now 
upbraided the bunch, and spoke of them dis
paragingly, was kept in power then by that 
bunch, to the detriment of the people of the 
colony, and of Brisbane in particular. No one 
had a greater down upon the Ipswich bunch 
thrm the people of Brisbane, and somehow or 
other that feeling had not died out, but had been 
alluded to on the present and other occasions, 
when it served a purpose. They, however, did 
not care for that. He was glad to see the hon. 
member for Barcoo supporting the Premier so 
generously ; he had no doubt that he had been 
promised another member. 

Mr. MURPHY: No. 
Mr. FOOTE said he expected it was to come, 

At any rate, if the hon. m em her had any sugges
tion to offer, he was getting round the Premier 
in a way that he would be listened to, and he 
had no doubt the Premier would very soon be 
convinced that the arguments of the hon. mem· 
ber were of such a character that they could not 
possibly be resisted. The leader of the Opposition 
had said that he could not see that the \V est More· 
ton group had any fair claim. 'Well, there were 
none so blind as those who would not see. 
There was nothing which blinded one so much 
as interested motives. The hon. member for 
Balonne was interested in the division which 
gave Darling Downs an additional member, and 
therefore he could look on very pleasantly and 
see injustice clone to vVest Moreton. Now, 
he was not one of those who thought 
that any support could ever come from the 
Opposition. It was not to be expected that 
members should look to the other side for 
support. He was sorry to say it, but he really 
thought that the politics of the other side were 
of snch a character that they required to serve 
themselves, and when they had clone that they 
did not see any other interests. Now, there had 
been a liberal extension of members to the North, 

and hon. mernbe" did not disagree with that. 
The Premier asked why they did not object 
to that, but he saw no reason for finding fault 
with Northern memberR. It w,;s not desired to 
detr,;ct from the interests of that group, but 
when it came to the \Ve~t JYioreton gronp, 
hon. members representing \V est JYioreton 
wanted the same measure of justice deBit 
out ; they wanted to be met in the s,;me w,;y, 
But how weru they met? They were cut 
down and lopped off on all sides, and they were 
not to have any additional members. Their dis
trict h,;d flourished; it h,;d incn':tsed notwith
standing the had times and drought and all the 
clit!icultiPs the agricultmists had gone through 
for the last ten years. They had survived it all, 
and the district flourished, and not only the 
agricultural interest, but the mining interest, 
flourished, ancl he ventnre<l to say thtct when the 
next Redistribution Bill was introduced vV est 
l\Ioreton would be entitled to two additional 
rne1nbers on the b~ts:is laid down no\v, and upon 
which other electorates received increased repre
sentation. He was quite eertain the Premier did 
not intend to gr.ant their demand. vVhen the 
hon. gentleman finished his arg·nments he shut up 
the talking shop and decided that he would 
not go any further, and it was left for them 
to do the best they could. He felt certain 
it was of no use to advance further argument. 
No matter how trite or how much to the point, 
it was not possible to convince the Govern
ment. Therefore he intended to decline to 
advance arguments. He knew how to interest 
the Committee in a way more acceptable 
to their feelings than if he used the best 
possible arguments. There were always two 
sides to a question, and when neither party 
would give w,;y the question was, who should? 
They did not wish for an additional mem
ber for \V est Moreton as a favour. They 
asked for their rights ; they were entitled to 
another member, and it was an injustice to 
deny it. If they went to a vote they should 
lose, and therefore it would not be to their 
interest to go to a vote. He should have 
liked to accept the Bill readily as far as 
\Vest JY1oreton was concerned, but he re
gretted he could not do so. They would, of 
course, have to put up with the injustice, but 
he was satisfied that the Bill would not pass 
that night, and they would see what would 
become of it afterwards. He was sorry that, in 
consequence of the determination of the Govern
ment, they would have to make a firm stand. 

The PREMIER said when the Bill was 
first brought in, the hon. member for Bun
danba, and those who were assisting him, 
expressed themselves as quite satisfied with 
it. They were contented to accept it. Now, 
what had happened since then to show that 
the \Vest Moreton group was unfairly treated 
under t.he Bill? Hon. members representing 
\Vest Moreton did not then object to the 
proposed boundaries. It was conceded on all 
hands that the proposals of the Government were 
extremely fair and proper, and what had happened 
since to justify those hon. members who could 
not command assistance from any quarter of the 
colony; who could not convince a single member 
of the Committee ofthe fairness of their demands; 
what had httppened since to justify those 
hon. members in the action they were taking? 
It was pointed out with respect to the vV estern 
pastoral group that they were inadequately 
represented ; that a men1 ber was being taken 
away from that part of the colony where the 
population justified !its retention. Arguments 
were nsecl on the other side and were not com
bated by anyone but himself, and he was com
pelled to give way to superior reasoning. After 
that it had been pointed out that a large addition 
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to the mining population at Mount ]\{organ, in 
the neighbourhood of Rockhampton, justified 
the retention by the Central district of the 
number of members it previously had. That 
argument was also forcibly urged and the Gov
ernment yielded to it, and the majority of the 
Committee accepted it. In the North, after 
very full consideration and argument, two addi
tional mmnberc; ·were granted un what the Cnm
tnittee considered reasonable grounds. How 
did that after all affect the fairness or unfairness 
of the r~presentation given to \Vest l\loreton? 

Mr. FOOTE : It has been lopped off all 
round. 

The PREMIER said that was all done before, 
and the total number of people who were 
" lopped off," as the hon. member called it, was 
2, 500, including 700 adult males; but, as the hon. 
member had himself been showing that afternoon, 
they belonged to East Moreton. That had really 
been the hon. member's contention over and over 
again that evening. 

Mr. FOOTE: No. 
'The PREiYIIER said the hem. member forgot 

what he had oaid. "What had happened, he 
asked again, to jnstify the conduct of those hon. 
members? They said the Government were 
not willing to treat the West :Nioreton members 
fairly, but that was not so. They did desire to 
treat them fairly, but they could not, in their 
desire to please them, do injustice to all the rest 
of the colony. The hon. member knew very 
well that if he were to com;ent now to their 
claim, no one but the Government and the mem
bers for \Vest ::Vloreton would vote for it. The 
whole of the rest of the Committee would oppose 
it. The hon. member knew very well alw that if 
the Government were wicked enough-he felt he 
was justifie<l in using so strong a word-as to 
consent to so unreasonable a demand in connec
tion with a matter of so much consequence as 
that, they could not carry it, and he should be 
sorry if any Government were able to carry such 
a demand in such a way for the purpose of 
obliging a particular section of the Committee. 
He was deeply sensible of the assistance given 
him by \V est l'.foreton for many years, but they 
surely could not ask the Government on that 
account to do what was wrong or unreasonitble. 
The Government endeavoured to do what 
was fair and reawnable. and would much 
rather lose the Bill, m1d lose theil· position, 
than consent to do what was manifestly unfair. 
The \Vest ::\foreton members must know that 
even if they could prevail on the Government 
to ageee to their claim it would be impos
sible to carry it. "What then did those hon. 
members propose to gain by their action? They 
knew their contention would not be granted in 
the form in which it had been put forward 
up to the present time. \Vhat they wanted 
first was to have the original boundaries 
retained, and when it was pointed out that 
some modifications would have to be made to 
take in population, the hon. member for Bun
danba put forward a new ultimatum that they 
had never heard of before. He wished now to 
prevent that Bill, for which the whole colony 
was calling, becoming law, because the Gov
ernment, having gone a very long way to meet 
him, would not agree to the new ultimatum he 
put forward that evening, and in which he 
was not supported by a single member re
presenting any other part of the colony than 
\V est Moreton. Under those circumstances the 
course to be taken by the Government was per
fectly plain. The hon. member must see, and 
would see in his calmer moments, that the 
Government had done everything they possibly 
could to meet him, and had, if anything, gone 
too far to meet him. The hon. member must 

certainly see the Government could not take up 
any other position than that which they had 
tali:en up; and had they taken up any other pm;i
tion they would only have covered themselves 
with ridicule, and proved their total incapacity 
to occupy the positions they held. 

"Mr. ::VIACF ARLAXE said the Premier had 
told them thi<t he listened to superior reasons from 
the other side of the Committee, when granting 
the demand made by the member:; for the Central 
district, and the hon. gentleman gave as the 
principal reason for the additional member being 
granted to the Central district that a consider
able number of people had collected round the 
Mount Morgan district. Supposing the addi
tional inhabitants working in the Bnndanba 
district alone collected in one part of the \V est 
l\Ioreton district, they would form as large a 
number as those collected round Mount Morgan. 
They were scattered over the whole district in the 
various mines, as almost every mine had almost 
double its working population, and simply be
cause they were not as plainly to be seen as those 
at 1\[ount ::\'Iorgan they could not con dnce the 
Premier that they had an additional population 
in that district as well as at 1Iount Morgan. He 
was amused at some of the remarks made by the 
hon. member for Barcoo, who said that if all the 
arguments used by the \Vest Moreton members 
in favour of any matter they might have brought 
before the Rous'' were not better thtm the 
arguments they used on the present question, 
he was not surprised that the Opposition did 
not go with them. The \Vest Moreton mem
bers had not consulted members from other 
parts of the colony at all; they did not 
believe in log-rolling. 'rhey came with a just 
cause before the Committee, and although the 
Premier said they had not convinced a single 
member, he could tell the hon. gentleman they 
had convinced four or five members both on his 
own and the opposite side of the Committee, and 
he could give the names of those members, only 
that it would not be fair to do so. They 
did not ask other hon. members to take up 
their quarrel, because the quarrel was their 
own, and the demand for justice was their 
own. He was very unwilling, as an indi~ 
vidual member of the \Vest Moreton group, to 
ask the Government to do anything unreason
able or unfair, or detrimentttl to the other parts 
of the col•my. They went in for single-handed 
jw,tice and fair play, and thoufih they might not 
get the support of other members of the Com
mittee they intended to support that just cause 
as long as nature held out. 

The HoN. G. THOitN said he was sorry the 
Premier could not see his way to grant an 
additional memloer to the "West Moreton group, 
though he did not himself care to which group 
it was granted, whether tu East ot' \Vest J'.Ioreton. 
The original shape of the Bill had been destroyed. 
It was originally proposed that there should be 
sixty-eig·ht members, and that had already been 
increased to seventy-two membeTs. First of all 
there was an alteration of the Darling Downs 
and there was an additional member given to the 
Central group in consequence of the large popu
lation settled round Mount Morgan since the 
censu'3 was taken, and then two rnmnbers were 
given to the Northern group in consequence of 
the population settled around Croydon. \Vbat 
the members for West Moreton contended for 
was that there had also been an increase in 
population in that group, more especially in the 
mining population. He had no hesitation in 
saying that the mining population in the 
\Vest J'.loreton group had increased by 75 per 
cent., and the numbers on the rolls would prove 
that statement. He regretted that the Premier 
did not see his way to grant an additional 
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member to the old group of electorates, pre
serving the old boundaries as nearly as possible; 
but under the circumstances he (Mr. Thorn) 
had sugge•ted a way out of the difficulty at an 
earlier hour. He had suggested that Ft"sifern 
should be allowed two members, an<l that the 
present boundary should be extended towards 
Logan Village, allowing for no more than the 
seventy-two members, which had up to that time 
been proposed ; and when he made that sugges
tion he fully believed it would be accepted 
by both sides of the Committee. Having 
gone into the matter again he found that 
a very good electorate could be carved out, 
to be called Fassifern or Logan, returning 
two members with interests identical or nearly 
identical-certainly much more nearly identical 
than the interests of the inhabitants of the 
electorates proposed by the Premier. He asked 
again what interests the Southport people had in 
common with the people of Tamrookum and 
Beaudesert? 

The PREMIER: Have I not proposed to 
alter that? 

The HoN. G. THORX asked, how was the 
Premi~r going to alter it? \Vas he g-oing to 
take a north-and-south line? But the other 
evening he said he did not see his way to 
agree to that, and was determined to adhere 
to the east-and-west line. Kow he said he 
was going to have the north-and-south line 
again, commencing at the l\Iacpherson Range 
and ending at Yatala. The \Vest l\Ioreton 
members, he maintained, had made out a splen
did case for an increased number of memben;, 
The symmetry of the Bill had already been 
destroyed by the insertion of additional elec
torates, and the least the Premier could do for 
\V est l\Ioreton would be to let Fassifern be made 
a double-barrelled electorate. He hoped that 
even now it was not too late for ROlne ~rrancre
ment of that kind to be made. He was ave~se 
to "stonewalling," believing that the majority 
should rule ; and even now some compromise 
might be effected whereby the difficulty might 
be overcome. 

Mr. STEVEKS said the hon. member for 
Fassifern had another prop<lsition to make now
what he called another fair compromise. He 
was continually proposing fresh boundaries ; in 
fact, he would be content with anything which 
would enlarge the electorate of Fa,,,sifern at 
the expense of the electorate of Log:m. To 
strengthen his argument the hon. me~n ber had 
misquoted the Premier. The Premier, when he 
spoke of a north-and-south line, said it was a 
reasonable proposition, worthy of consideration; 
he did not promise that it should be carried out. 
After what had been said, he believed that even 
if the Premier were to agree to the suggestion of 
the hon. member the Committee would not be 
prepared to accept it. 

Jlilr. KELLETT said the Premier could carry 
any proposition if he really wished to do so. 
Although the hem. gentleman had said it would 
be wicked on his part to accept the amendment, 
yet he (Mr. Kellett) held that the Premier's 
conduct towards \Y est lVIoreton was worse tlmn 
wicked ; it was unkind. \Vickedness might be 
inherent in a n1an's nature, but unkindness was a 
thing evidently forced upon him. If the hon. 
gentleman wished to carry any motion he could 
do it, bnt if he was not particularly anxious he 
had only to look at one or two hon. members on 
that side, and they either left the Chamber or 
voted on the other side. His (Mr. Kellctt's) own 
opinion about the Bill was that it would be better 
both for the West Moreton group and for the 
colony generally if it was thrown out. He had 
never heard of any outcry for it, and had read 
very little in the public papers about it. 

Mr. FOOTE called attention to the state of 
the Con,mittee. 

The CHAIR:-.1AN stated that there was a 
quorum present. 

:\fr. KELLETT said they would lJe better 
pleased not to see the number of member• 
incre 1secl. Two guineas a day aclded largely to 
the expense,: of the country, and with thirteen or 
fourteen a~.ditional member.-; it would add a 
burden on the Treasury which, in the present 
state of the finances, they did not deem advis
able. "C'nder the new Bill, Queensland would 
have a far larger proportionate representation 
than anv of the other colonies. New South 
Wales, \vith a population of 1,000,000, had 120 
members, while Queensland, with a population 
of a third of a million, would have seventy-two 
or se,~enty-four, or double the number in propor
tion to population. That was inadvisable, for 
many reasons. In the past, great difficulty had 
been found in getting rrentlemen to come forward 
to represent constituencies. Unfortunately, the 
men of mettns in the colony were too fond of 
lnoking LLftEr their own intere . ..,ts and piling up 
the "almighty dulhn '' to waste their time, as 
they called it, in the House; and it was left 
to others, who had far less means, to do 
the work of legislation which those whom the 
colony had made should themselves take part in. 
There were a good many old residents of the 
colony who had time ami ability, and would 
make very valuable members. If they could get 
men of that description, possibly it would not 
matter if they had a few more members; but 
they could not get them. It had been said that 
possibly at the next general election a large 
number would come forward to whom the two 
guineas :1. d~ty would he a large conf-;ideration ; 
but he hoped the time would never come when 
that would be the case, and he did not believe 
it would come. He believed it was better 
that members should be paid than to have 
things as they were in the past. It enabled 
all cla>ses of the people to be represented much 
better than they were before. Formerly the 
Conservative side, the men who carried the money 
bags, were the parties \vho returned 1noHt rnen to 
that House, but things lutd changed gTeatly since 
those d'tyS and he hope:] tl1ey would never go 
back to them. He thought, now that the people 
of the colony generally were re] 'resented, they 
w lll Id not see thme days again. At the s:tme 
tirne he believed that if the l3ill were passed 
there would be gTeat diificulty in getting an 
increased number of membere who \vould be 
worthy representatives in that Chamber. Pro· 
bablv there would be the same difficultY in 
\V est JVIoreton as elsewhere, but possibly there 
were a few more men to be found in that elec
torate since the last general election who might 
pay a little more attention to politics and doing 
good for the country that made them, so that no 
doubt they would be able to find the additional 
member thev asked for. But the Premier had 
put his foot' down and said he would not give 
them that member. He had given his supporters 
the wink-" Don't listen to the \V est More
ton members"-and they had gone out. The 
representatives of that group had pretty well 
made up their minds that they were not 
to get that additional member, and he (Mr. 
Kellett), after thinking what was the next 
best thing- to do, consulted the hon. member for 
Bundanba, as he always did, becauo;e he was a 
very old soldier in parliamentary warfare-an 
old veteran-and that hon. gentleman was of 
opinion that they would be better without any 
additional members at all~-that the people 
would be better satisfied if the Bill were thrown 
out altogether. It would affect the finances 
materially if there were no additional members. 
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They had hem·d nothing yet as to how the Pre
lnier wa,s going to rnake np the deficiency ; they 
were to be told later on what the proposition 
"as. It mig-ht be like the land tax, which the 
Prmnier thu\1ght \·ery good, but other people 
thought was very bllcl. If it was anything like 
the land tax he did not think manv members 
would agree to it. A good n1any utmltlJers in the 
House and people <ltltside now saw that tax in 
a very different light from whttt they previously 
did. The unimproved valne, which they did not 
understand before, they were beginning to see 
through and were not likdy to agree to 
it. He contended that on general proportion 
and adult male population the West Moreton 
group were fully entitled to another member. 
If they were to take the basis upon which an 
additional member was given to the Central 
district-because a few miners had gone to :Mount 
M organ-they conld show that in Bnndanl1a the 
increase of population had been three to one 
compared with ~fount JVlorg:1n. He shonld like 
to see the Chief Secretary go up to BuncLmbo, 
and travel round the di,trict. They had got 
him up there by special tmin once, when there 
\Vas smne trouble about a racpcmu~P, and if 
they could lmly postpone the Bill until the hon. 
gentleman hnd time to look round that distnct 
he was sure that he would see he had never 1nacle 
a greater misk1ke in his life tlum he had made 
in that Bill. He could go up on Saturday. It 
would be refreshing to him o,fter his duties of 
office during the we~k to see the n1iners there, 
and the development going on in tho,t corner of the 
colony-a great de<1l more refreshing tho,n the seo, 
air. If the Premier thought he could not conscien
tiously grant who,t they o,sked for, far be it from 
him (1Yir. Kellett) to press the h<m. gentlenmn to 
do what be considered " wicked action. 'rhe 
only thing to be done in tho,t case wo,s to with
draw the Bill; otherwi~e he was afraid tho,t 
the caterer would have to prepo,re a Christmas 
pudding after all. He thought thev must 
either stop till Christma~, or see the Bill thrown 
out. 

Mr. ::YIACYAHLANE said he saw the hon. 
member for Bo,rcoo in his place now. That hon. 
member had twitted the Ipswich bunch with 
having lost their power. There was a time when 
the 'Vest i\Ioreton district was " very important 
district-o,s indeed it Wfts now-but at that time 
it returned one-fourth of the rel're,enktti ves 
of the colony. Of com·.,e they could not 
always expect to hold the same position as 
they did then. In those days the Korth lmd 
scarcely started ; then Gym pie broke out, o,nd 
had go,ined " hrge population; so hfcd llock
hampton. There was no town in the C<1louy 
that could hold the same position as Ipswich 
held o,t one time, beco,n.,e the tot'"l number of 
represento,tives ho,<l so brgely increo,sed. If all the 
districts were as modest as Ipswich and \Vest 
iVIoreton there would Le less log·rolling in the 
House. They pleaded their owu cause, o,nd left it 
to the good sense of hon. members to support them 
or not as they chose. Sometimes, perhaps, they 
were wrong, but on the present occasiou they be
lieved they were right. They believed they ho,d not 
received justice under that Bill, and they would 
makP a stand, even though .they might o,lienate 
hon. members from them o,s a district and" group. 
The time might come when o,Jl the districts of 
the colony would require the m,•,istance of the 
Ipswich group. They were seven, o,nd they could 
do a good de:1l for any district tho,t wo,nted their 
sup1Jort. They were not stmitlaced; they would 
support any district; they would o,l wo,ys support 
railwo,ys, because they believed railways were 
the salvation of the colony. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: The Ipswich to Brisbane 
railway l 

Mr. i\IACF AHLANE said that was the only 
double line in the colony, which was a proof of 
the importo,nce of the \Vest JVIoreton district. 
The Premier ho,d said tlmt it would be unjust to 
other districts to give 'V e,;t l\Ioreton an addi
tional member, bnt they did not think so. 'rhe 
hon. gentleman had consented to an o,dditional 
member for .Mount J\forgan, beco,use of the in
Crt',~sed !Jopub.tion ; o,nd the only reason that 
they could not convince him of the large 
increase of popubtion .that had taken place 
in their district was that it was not con
centrated, but spread over <Lll the mines. 
They ho,d said sufficient to convince hon. mem
bers that the best thing he could do was to 
move tho,t the Chairman leave the chair and 
report no progress, and that he would now do. 

l\fr. SALKELD said it did not seem as if 
they were going to get on with any business. 
Perhaps the weather w:ts getting a little 
tou warm, and hon. n1en1bers were anxious to 
get back to their constituents and obtain fresh 
le,tses of representation. He was sorry that the 
Prtnnier would not grant their reque:::;t, and 
he thought that the Dill as it had been hacked 
about wa~ not very aceHptable to rnenlll81'3 gene~ 
rally. The Government lmd better get on with the 
E~tiuuttes, or take a vote on account, and then go 
to the country. It had been said over and over 
again that the \Vest :\Joreton gronp were entitled 
to another member, and on the 4th October the 
Pr<,mier, in replying to the hem. member for 
Bundo,uba, said so too. Bnt last week when 
that statement was reveated the Premier 
so,id "No." He would refer hon. members to 
Hansal'<l of October 5. So far o,s he wo,s con
cerned he did nut co,re for o,ny h<m. member, or 
for o,ll hem. members combined. He was prepo,red 
to aclopt the co\ll',,e he thought right, aml he never 
dispCLmged or objected to o,ny meo,sure which 
he thought beneficial to any part of the colony. 
The hon. member for Barcoo, who, he believed, 
wets a Vic:torian, o,nd did not know much about 
Queensland, referred to something tho,t took 
pbce twenty·three years ago ; hut he might 
inform tho,t hon. member that :et tho,t time \V est 
1Ioreton returned six members out of a House of 
thirty-two, but at tho,t time they supported the 
squatting party, and there was nothing much 
,,aid about them. It was only siuce they had 
returned Liberal members that the tables bad 
turned. He might mention that he had been in 
Ipswich considerably over twenty yeo,rs, o,nJ 
lmd o,l ways been in f,wour of the construction 
of the railway from there to Brisbo,ne. He 
believed tho,t was only a no,tural and proper 
thing. .A.nother great que:3tion then was the 
construction of Victoria Bridge, and he was in 
favour of that also. He repeo,ted tho,t if the 
\Vest l\loreton members ho,d remained staunch 
to the other party nothing would lmve been 
he:trd o,bout the "hunch" at o,ll. \Vhen it 
cmne to talking n.bout bunches, he rnight rmnind 
them that there was the \Vide Bay bunch, 
the 'Vest J\Ioreton hunch, and the Darling 
Downs bunch, and the policy of members opposite 
was to divide them and set one against another. 
'Vhenever four or five members representing a 
po,rticular district stood up for their rights they 
were immediately spoken of as" bunch ; but he 
might point out that persons engaged in the 
gre11t p1cstoral interest, from one end of the 
colony to the other, were hound together by 
the strongest ties, o,nd when a squo,tter at one 
end was touched it reverberated right to the 
other end. The average total popubtion per 
member in the Central district was 3,295, 
and the average number of adult males 
was 1, 1G:"i. In the \Vest Moreton group the 
average, if eight 1nernbers were given, would 
be over 4,000 geneml popubtion, o,nd o,bout 
1,100 adult males. In the Southern pastoral 
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group the average was 3,004 general population, 
and 1,292 adult males. Therefore, he thought 
they were not asking anything unrerLsonable in 
demanding eight members for \Vest .Mnreton. 
It had been said thrLt \Vest 1\loreton was wEll 
enough represented because it was near to 
Brisbane, hut he held that it would be better 
for the district if it \vere 100 miles away 
from Brisbane. If it had been farther north or 
farther west a great deal more consideration 
would have been shown to the district. He 
strongly urged the Government to consent to 
the Chairman leaving the chrLir, and let the Bill 
remain over, leaving a fresh Bill to be introduced 
when there was a new Parliament. 

Question-That the Chairman leave the chair 
and report no progress-put, and the Committee 
divided:-

AYEs, 12. 

Jlfessrs. Isambert, Kellett, Foote, Thorn, l\:iacfal·Iane, 
Kates, Salkeld, Hamilton, Allan, Foxton, Morgan, and 
White. 

NoEs, 30. 

SirS. \Y. Griffith, Me~srs. Dickson, ~orton, Jforehead, 
Dut.ton, Sheridan. l\Tacl·t•ssan, Xelson, J.foreton, TilaPk, 
Rntledge, 1V. Brookes, Jr·'"~o-p, Buckland. Pal mer. Adams, 
~IcJrfaster, Donaldson, Pattison, 1Ya.l~e1icld, S.\Y.Brooks, 
Lalor. Higson, Lissncr, Ferguson, :Smyth, l\huphy, Philp, 
Bulcock, and Stevens. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

Mr. FOOTE said he was trying to relieve the 
Chairman from his position for that evening, but 
the tyrannical majority would not allow him to 
retire and report no progress, consequently they 
must proceed as best they could. The Premier 
had said that they were very inconsistent in 
their arguments, but he (Mr. :Foote) maintained 
that their arguments were not inconsistent 
with justice or with the interests of the dis
trict they represented. The hon. gentleman 
also alluded to their opposition to the act of 
njustice which it was proposed to commit as 
oeing wicked. 

The PREMIER: I did not say that. I said 
that if we gave what vou asked we should be 
acting wickedly. ' 

Mr. FOOTE said he did not understand the 
hon. gentleman to say that. The hon. gentle
man looked at him, and he supposed he was the 
wicked subject. He remembered one occasion 
when the hon. gentleman proposed an amend
ment in a LrLnd Bill, and when the Speaker 
ruled him out of order he moved that the ruling 
be disagreed to, carried the motion, and per
sisted in his amendment. If the leader of the 
Government at that time had characterised the 
hon. gentleman's action as wicked, he would 
hrLve been as justified in doing so as was the 
Premier in saying that their action in endeavour
ing to get another member for \V est l\1oreton 
was wicked. There were many other things 
they could discuss later on in the evening-, such 
as protection and matters connected with the 
North, but as the hon. member for Rusewood 
had not yet had an opportunity of sperLking that 
evening, those could be deferred until the hon. 
member had addressed the Committee. He 
(Mr. Foote) was satisfied thathi.sremarks, which 
were oftentimes pithy, would be of a most con
vincing character. The hon. member had care
fully collected his figures, and his speech would 
probably take about an hour. He (Mr. :Foote) 
would therefore sit clown rww, »nd allow the 
hon. member to address the Committee. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said that before the 
hon. member began his long speech he would 
like to draw the attention of the Premier to the 
remrLrks that had been frequently mentioned 
that evening. If the hon. gentleman would 

turn to Hansanl for \Vednesday, the 5th of 
October, page 4, he would find that, in replying 
to the hon. member for Buud»nha, he said:-

"The hon. member said the West :1loreton gronp was 
e·1titlotl to another memlJer. The population of what 
had hitherto IJeen \Vest :uorcton was no doubt entitled 
to another member." 

The PREMIER said the hon. member had 
quoted » fragment of a speech he made. He 
had occasion to speak a great many times that 
evening, aud he had pointed out every time 
he spoke that the \Vest Moreton group w»s 
fully represented. He did not remember all 
that he said, and if he had said once that the 
\V est Moreton group was entitled to another 
member he certainly was in error, because 
the figures showed that they were not. If he 
made a slip then it was rather strange, as he 
pointed out over and over again that they were 
not entitled to another, but that taking in a 
portion of the Logan electorate they would be 
entitled to another. That was what he said, 
and all the arguments in the world would not 
make it. any different. He hoped that hon. 
members would reconsider their position. They 
were taking up a position in which they could not 
be successful. It was rLbso)utely impossible thrLt 
they could get an additional member for that dis
trict, however long they asked for it, unless by ac
ceptin(( the very fair compromise he proposed thrLt 
evening. They knew that what they were asking 
for could not be conceded. They could, if strong 
enough, prevent any reclistribu~ion ; that was 
the most they could do ; they could not succeed 
in getting that additional member. He was 
quite sure the Committee would not allow itself 
to be tired, like the unjust judge, by mere impor
tunity. No arguments had been used in favour 
of the position they had taken up; no argu
ments could be used, because the figures were the 
other wav ; so that hon. members were in the 
lJOsition \vhich was sometimes called the posi
tion of the dog in the ma-nger. There was 
something they could not have themselves, and 
therefore they would not let anybody else have 
anything. It was well known that the represen
tation of the colony at the pre,ent time was very 
unfair and unequal. :Ylany parts of the colony 
clemandedadditionalrepreRentation, and were en
titled to it. But that particular district was not, 
and because they could not have what they were 
not entitled to, hon. members took up the posi
tion that no other part of the colony should have 
that to which it was entitled. The northern 
part was entitled to six additional members, but 
hon. members took up the position that they 
would not allow the North to have those six 
additional members unless they got one 
additional member to which they were not 
entitled. It was the same with \Vide Bay 
and the metropolitan district for that matter. 
That was the position they took up. Hon. mem
ber;; could take up that position, but as reason
able men he \\ould ask them to consider whether 
they were justified in taking up such a position. 
They could not be successful in getting another 
member. They might be successful in injuring all 
the rest of the colony, but he thought that would 
be a very poor relationship to establish between 
thf' Ipswich district and the rest of the crnmnu
nity-that the rest of the colony should have 
nothing it was entitled to, unless \Vest Moreton 
received as a son or a bribe what they were not 
entitled to. That was what would be thought 
by the rest of the colony, and that was the way 
they would regard that group of electorates. If 
they wanted to make themselves the enemies 
of the community they might do so, but he 
would remind them that in sowing the wind 
they would reap the whirlwind. An unfair 
action shown by one party towards another 
rankled for a long time ; there was no doubt of 
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that. He felt very sorry indeed that such an atti
tudeshould be taken up byhon. members who had 
hitherto acted so reasonably. It would, of course, 
be a matter for consideration what position the 
Gov:'rnment ~hould take up if they insisted, but 
he smcerely hoped that no group of members in 
that Committee would be so unreasonable or do 
so much to injure themselves with the rest' of the 
colony for many years to come. He entreated 
hon,. m:mbers .to consider the m~tters as they 
ordmanly considered other matters, and treat it 
as reasonable men ; and not allow themselves, as 
he had already intimated, to he led away by 
a. false lead<;r. He would give hon. members 
time to consider the matter and would move 
that the Chairman leave th~ chair report pro-
gress, and ask leave to sit again. ' 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN re
ported progress. 

The PREMIER moved that the Committee 
have leave to sit again to-morrow. 

Mr. KELLETT said : Mr. Speaker -The 
Premier has referred to some false leader' of the 
West Moreton members, and I think he had 
better explain himself. If the hon. member for 
Bundanha is the false leader, I think that is a 
dreadful accusation to bring against the hon. 
member. Or perhaps the hon. member for Fassi
fern or the senior member for Ipswich is referred 
to. It would he convenient to know who the 
false leader is l1efore the debate comes on again. 
~r. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-'\Ve are 

not m a hurry now, as we have missed our train. 
'\Ve are much obliged to the Premier for his 
advice, but he might have moved the Chairman 
out of the chair earlier so that we could have "One 
home. '\Vith regard to the matter referred t~ by 
th!" hon. member for Stanley, I am not quite cer
~am to whom the Premier referred; but certainly 
m this matter I follow my own judgment, and let 
every othe~ hon. member speak for himself. As 
far as the members for '\Vest J\foreton are con
cerned, I, at all events, have hitherto looked 
upon the Premier as my political leader, and I 
am not prepared to accept any member for \V est 
Moreton as my guide in any way. I can inform 
the Premier that the \Vest Moreton members 
judge and think for themselvesindividually. They 
do not need any leader. They are all on a level 
an? do ~ot recognise any priority at all. I an~ 
qmte satisfied that the hest thing the Govern-

ment can do is to go on with their other business 
and dissolve the House. I do not think the 
Premier is going to get any satisfaction out of this 
Bill now before the House. If he had stuck to it 
as originally introduced, that would have been 
a different thing; but it has been altered con
siderably. I certainly raised no objection to the 
additional member for Croydon, because I thought 
that was a justifiable addition, but, leaving that 
out of consideration, I should have been willing 
to accept the Bill as a whole if the Premier had 
consented not to make any alteration. The hon. 
gentleman has told us over and over again that 
we are not entitled to another member. I knew 
I was correct when I said that he told us the 
other night that we were, and I am glad his 
attention has been drawn to Hansa1'd. Apart 
from that the figures speak for themselves. 
\Vhat is the basis that the Government adopt? 
Is it general population, is it adult male popula
tion, is it the num her of horses or cattle, or is it 
acreage ? If it is anything else but population it 
is time the House knew it. I have understood 
the Bill was framed on the general population 
basis tempered with adult male population ; 
and I leave it to any member of this House 
to say whether we are not entitled to another 
member. 

Mr. FOOTE said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish to 
disabuse the Premier's mind with reference to 
the false leader he has spoken of. In this case 
we have no leader. We are one solid compact. 
We put our heads together, and we have sought 
information to prove that we are entitled to 
what we ask for. The hon. member who has 
just sat down has said we are quite capable 
of thinking for ourselves, and I think we generally 
do so. Inthismatterwehaveacommon interest, 
and are of one accord; hut we have consulted 
the interests of our district, and that we intend 
to stick up for. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! beg 

to move that this House do now adjourn. It is 
proposed to take to-morrow the New Guinea 
Bill in committee, and after that to proceed with 
the Electoral Districts Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty minutes to 

11 o'clock. 




