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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesday, 11 Octobo·, 1887. 

:Uiotion for Adjournment-Advance of Rabbits into 
Quccnsland-J.Jfairs in Samo~t.-Quc:-tion.-Elcc

toral DistrictiJ Bill-connuittee.-. ..\djournmcnt. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURi\'MENT. 
ADVANCE m• llABBITS INTO QUEENSLAND.

A~·FAIRS IN SAoiOA. 

:i'\Ir. MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,-I rise 
for the purpose of drawing the attention of the 
Government, and especially that of the J\1inister 
for Lands, to a pamgraph which appeared in 
the Queenslande1· of a recent date; and, in order 
to put myself within the rules of the House, I 
shall conclude with the usual motion. The 
matter I wish to refer to is the incursion of 
rabbits into this colony. I see hon. members 
laughing; but it is a subject with which I have 
identified myself, and upon which I feel deeply. 
I feel, sir, that we are on the eve of an in v .:tsion 
by an enemy that, when once here anct in posses
sion of the colony, we shall find it almost impos
sible to get rid of. I do not wish to cast any 
reflection whatever upon the l\Iinister for Lrmds 
in this matter, because I have had frequent con
versations with him about it, and he thoroughly 
realises the imminence of the danger. However, 
the matter I wish more particularly to refer to 
now is the paragraph which appeared in the 
Queenshuulc?' of October 8, 1887, under the head
ing " Agricultural and Pastoral," and which I 
will read, as it is only a short one :-

"Finding that the reports as to the existence of 
rablJits 'v1thin the Queensland border have been disw 
credited in some quarters, we have obtainc{l from a 
well-kno,vn resident h1 the suspected district. a. report 
·which we have m ery reason to believe is thoroughly 
reliable. Our informant is at a loss to UlHlm·staud how 
anY (lonbt can be thro,rn on the matter. or why there 
shOuld be any desire to keep the true state of affairs 
dark. He states his conviction that 'there arc 
any quantity of rabbits in Queensland,' and refers to 
l\Ir .. T. Patterson, Customs olticer at IInngerford, who 
killcrl one within lOO vards of the Custom-house. ~Ir. 
Fowler uf Cnrrawin~·a, Station, twelve mile<:; frmn 
IJungerforU, has men enga.ged rahbiting at the present 
time. Our informant himself saw a rabbit on the 
Paroo, on the Queensland side of the fence. rrracks 
about there arc lllent.iful in all directions, and nmnlJC1'S 
lmvc lJcen kille<l at some rli~tanl'c inland from the 
bounclary fence. Immediately ou the ?\'mv South ·wales 
sitlc of the fence t.lwy arc very numerous. TllC 
1Jlacks rc,...::ularly supply Ut8 pnlJlican with rabbits, 
a1Hl rabbit-lJic is nmv ft common dclit• lCY at 
Uungd·ford. }Ir. Conway recently dug out three 
ntbbits on his s.electi("111, :Jinngunya. Our corres
pondent statrs that unless some rc""pon:-.ible ver~on is 
placed in charge of the fence i.t "·ill be totally useless 
as a l)anier. At some places \V here it crosses gullies it 
has l)cen washed awa,·. This information, taken in con
neetion \Vith the omclal information as to the spreaU of 
rabbits between l<:rringonia aud Dnrke, on the other 
side of the border. k:tves no room to donht that the 
rabbits have obtained a. footing in Queensland, and 
unle:5s Htrennous efforts are made to stamp out the pest 
in its incipiency, the expensive fence 'vill have been so 
much money completely thrown away." 

Kow, sir, I think it is well worth the while of 
the Government to further inquire into this 
matter from the officers on the border, and find 
out whether or not this is an over-statement of 
the case. I mvself do not believe it is. I know 
as a fact-a,nd "it is also within the knowledge of 
the Minister for Lands-that rabbits have been 
found at .Eulo on the Paroo, which is sixty ruiles 
inside the border ; and, knowing that, I am 
perfectly satisfied that the report in the Q1<cens
lander is well within the truth. I ask the Gov
ernment whether it would not be advisable 
to take even more precautions than erecting 
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one single barrier against them-whether it 
would not be wise now, knowing that they 
have got a footing so far into Qneensland-to 
erect a second barrier against them to stop any 
further increase of the pest. \Ve shall have to 
fight them with the weapons at our disposal, and 
the only weapon we have is fencing. Any other 
means of deqtroying them has utterly failed 
in New ·'South \Vales. It is no use sending men 
to destroy them by any present known methods, 
because, unlees they are previously fenced in, 
they only spread the pest more and more. The 
rabbits clear out from the district where the 
rabhiters are at wMk, and spread themselves, not 
gradually, hut rapicl~y, over all the neighbouring 
country. I wi~h to in1pre .... 5 upon the Goverrnnent 
the necessity of taking still further action by erect
ing u. second barrier against then1, otherwise they 
will very soon inundate the whole country. If 
tlw Russians or any other foreign enemy were at 
onr doorH and tt·ying to force a landing- in this 
country, the Uovernment would Le quite justi
fied, and the people and the Parliament woc1ld 
support thmn, in taking- any action, even the 
most extreme action, in ordPr to preYent the 
inroads of tlmt enemy ; but, sir, I consider this 
enerny no'v n1arching upon us is a far ,,,orse one 
than any foreign nation who may war upon us 
can po•sibly be. The latter would probably 
only exact blackmail from us ; but the other 
will not only exn.ct blackmail for a time, but will 
go on exacting it. Once they get foothold in the 
colony we shall never get them out. I beg to 
move the adjournment of the House. 

The l\IIKISTER :FOR WORKS (Hon. 
C. B. Dutton) said: Mr. Speaker,--I think the 
hon. member has previously referred to the 
necessity of ha \'ing the fence extended beyond 
the point to which it is now erected. Of course 
that is necessary, and arrangen1cnts were in 
course of preparatilln at the time I left the office 
for getting caretakers' cottages put up at different 
intervals all along the line. That work h:1s to be 
done before anything else can be attempted. In 
reference to rabbits having been found at Eulo, 
I have no distinct evidence of their having been 
found there. 

Mr. l\IURPHY: The :Minister for Lands has. 
The 1\IIKISTER FOR WOllKS: 'l'hen it is 

since I left the officP, I did not know of it. 
There was a rumour of tracks or dung of rabbits 
being seDn in the neighbourhood of Eulo, but 
nobody had seen the anhmtl itself; nor have I 
he::trd up to the present time of any being- seen 
there. As to putting a double line of fence, 
what security is there that that will shut them out 
any more than a single line? It must either be 
continued right across the continent or else it 
would have to start at our east01·n seaboard and 
go to the extreme north-western point of the 
colony to make it absolutely secure. And 
unless the fir"t barrier we are putting up 
on our border can be made to stop their 
progress into our territory, I think we may 
regard it as a hopeless job altogether, and one 
that must be dealt with in some other way, cer
tainly not by the Government erecting barrier 
fences. But I do not look upon the question so 
hopelessly as the hon. member for Barcoo, from 
the fact that rabbits have been found inside our 
boundary and inside what is supposed to be a 
rabbit-proof fence, and have been got rid of. I 
believe that if sufficient diligence is used they 
may be got under; if they cannot it is a 
hopeless job. If one fence will not do, it will 
be for the lessees in the part of the country 
affected to say how they will deal with the 
matter, instead of the Government putting up 
a second fence from a point nobody can define to 
some other point nobody can define. I am one 
of those who really dread the thought of con-

structing a second fence as a necessity, because 
the cost would be enormous-almost as great as 
that of a railway-and the cost of mainten;~nce 
would alw be very great. 'There is no doubt that 
the part of th~ fence already erected requires to 
be looked after, because in some places the 
water washes the earth away from the fence and 
leaves openings which ought to be :1ttended to 
immediately. 

Mr. ALLAN said : Mr. Speaker,--! have 
received a l0tter from Mr. Plunkett on this ques· 
tion. and al:so have other correspondence, urging 
that· the Go,·ernment should take steps against 
the inroad of tho tw·,t. I lutve seen the 1\Iinister 
for Lands on the Jn<ttter, and I mn aware that 
arrangements have been made for the Custom
house officers and stock inspectors along the 
border to report from time to time as to how far 
the pest is invading our borders, and also for the 
employment of blacks in their de.,truction. 

The ::YIIKISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H. 
Jordan) said: Mr. Speaker,- Immediately 
ttftcr the discussion on this question a few 
days ago I sent a telegram to the gentle
man in charge of the fence retJuesting him 
to proceed at once with the continuation of 
the line to a point forty-four miles eastward of 
the point first determined upon as the point 
where our line should meet that of New South 
\Vales. \V e have not yet received an answer, 
except that he was then some distance from the 
place where the telegram should have found him; 
but I may state tlmt expedition will be used in 
the construction of the fence, and that no time 
has been lost. I requested _Mr. Gordon, whose 
knowledge of the matter might enable him to 
give me some information as to the best means 
of coping with the difficulty, to give me any 
suggestions he could make, and he has given me 
some useful information. He said it might be 
desirable thltt Customs officers and inspectors of 
stock should patrol the border ltnd send in 
monthly reports; and steps have been taken in 
that direction. He also thought it wonlcl be 
well to employ the blacks in the neighbourho?d 
to follow up the tracks and destroy any rabb1ts 
they might come across, as the most practical 
and best way of coping with the difficulty. The 
hon. member for Brtrcoo told us a few days 
ago that he had heard that the mhbits were 
at K arrabri, near om border; but this appears 
to be a false alarm, and he need entertain no 
fears about them in that locality. I have just 
received a telegram from Sydney, in reply to an 
urgent telegram we sent, as to the price of netting 
which would he supplied by the only house in 
Australia who manufacture this kind of wire 
netting. \Ve can obtain 1~-inch gauge, which is 
:l;-inch larger than that we hrwe hitherto used, at 
a certain price, and I sent a telegram back to 
inquire the price they can deliver l:l;-inch gauge, 
fearing 11~inch gauge n1ight be too large. I have 
ascertained, however, that l~~inch gauge is what is 
used in New South Wales; and they can let us 
have ten tons of that within a week. That 
will carry us ten miles eastward towards the 
part named; and the whole can be delivered in 
monthly instttlments eo as to have it all delivered 
by :February. By that time the posts will be 
nearly up for the continuation of the line forty
four miles, and we shall have the netting on the 
spot and be able to complete the whole in a very 
short space of time. Six sections out of the thirteen 
into which the 2GG miles wer~ divided have been 
completed, and I have reason to believe that 
the other seven sections are very nearly com
pleterl, though I have heard that part of the 
fence may have been damaged by flood ; but 
only :1 Yery small part. The hon. member for 
Barcoo may rest assured that no stone will be 
le.ft unturned to get the work completed with 
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the utmost desprttch. \Ve know now, from 
reports from our own inspectors and others, 
that the rabbits have been found in fonr or five 
places within our border-at one place about 
sixty miles north of the border, and at other 
places very near the border. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,
! should like to assure hon. members, more 
especially members on this side of the House who 
ha_ve. not studied the fjucstion thoroug·hly, tlmt 
th1s 1s not an over-scare about the n1bhit pest. 
Hon. members are in the habit of thinking that 
rabbits cannot be acclinmtis<>cl here, because in a 
few instance-; in which jJersons have tnrnocl them 
out in this colony, with the ohj ect of acclima
tising them, they have not succeeded. I can 
assure hon. members that they can be acclima
tised in Queenshnd. In time past it was stated 
bv some people that they would be confined to 
Victoria, ancl wonld never cross the J\Iurray ; 
that they could not burrow in the hard salt hush 
country of Riverina. Bnt the rabbit.s did cm's the 
lHurray, and when they got into the hard ground 
they did not want to burrow but sim!Jly made 
their nests in the salt hush, and have since de
vastated the whole country, so that the lessees 
of some of the runs are anxious to throw np their 
runs altogether, as they have to spend far more 
money upon the reduction of rabbits than the 
general returns of their stations amount to. They 
would be glad to surrender their leases and go 
away if the Government would only ttllow them 
to do so, bnt the Government hold. them to the 
terms of their contract. It was only recently 
that I was talking to a leaseholder in Queens
land in a part where rabbits have already 
appeared, and he told me then that it was a 
question with him whether he should clear out 
his stock and get out of the road or spend the whole 
returns from his station in keeping down the 
rabbits, which he seemed to look upon as a hope
less task. I have myself prophesied hefoee in 
this House that if the rabbits once thoroughly 
get a footing here, the colony will he monopolised 
by them and Chinamen; and there is a verv good 
cartoon in the Melbourne Pan eh in which China
men and rabbits are represented as dividing 
Australia in the shape of a plum-pndding between 
them. It is all very well to say that this cry is 
got up for the sake of the pastoral tenants. It 
is nothing of the sort. Rabbits will oust selectors 
j nst as fast as they are able to oust pastoral
ists, and I have no doubt that when they come 
into immediate contact with the farming cla,;ses 
then the danger will he thoroughly realised, 
and we shall have the repre>;entati ves of the 
farming classes putting their shoulders to the 
wheel with the representatives of the pas
toralists, My electorate is further away than 
almost any other constituency of the colony, and 
therefore in the least immediate danger of suffering 
from the pest, hut I have seen the evils that the 
rabbits can work, and I wish other members of 
the House could see for themselves the country 
that has been devastated by them, as they would 
then have a clearer apprehension of the danger. 
Talk about acclimatising rabbits! Climate has 
nothing to do with it. They can adapt them
selves to any climate. I have seen them in 1\ ew 
Zealand working their way up snow-clad moun
tains to the regions of perpetual snow. I know 
that they have thriven on the plains about 
Deniliquin, Bourke, and \Vilcannia, where it is 
as hot, and hotter, than it is on the Darling 
Downs. If, then, rabbits have thriven in those 
places, they will also thrive on the Darling 
Downs when they get there. They acclimatise 
themselves as they go along. \V hen they do come 
I really tremble for the future of the colony. If 
they are once allowed to get a lJig footing here 
there is no means that I know of that will check 
them from spreading. \Ve all know that in 

the interior of the colony the population is 
very sparse, and there the rabbits will be 
ent1rely unmolec,ted ; and they go along at 
such a pace, and get ahead so much through 
their abundant powers of breeding, that when 
they get into the settled districts, where the 
population is rather thicker, the ]Jeople will be 
wholly unable to cope with them. The only 
thing that has been proved a success is the 
wire fencing. \Ve see plenty of discoveries of 
remedies ad verti,ed by people in the hope of 
getting the Government reward, but nothing 
has come out of them that is at all likely to 
check the evil. The only safeguard I see is 
the fencing. I believe that two lines of 
fencing will be better than one. I think that 
the Government did the best thing they 
could do in proceeding with the erection of 
one line, and the only thing they could 
do at the time. I am sorry it has not 
progre,sed faster, hut I fully recognise the 
difficulty of getting a fence of tha_t kind con
structed over such a tremendous nnleage. Bull 
I really believe it would be a prudent course for 
the Government to put up a second fence, if 
only five milt'> from the other. The caretakers 
would then be able to deRtroy the rabbits when 
they passed the first fence before thev got 
through the second-or at any rate would have 
an opportunity of doing so. 

l\Ir. WHITE said: .i\Ir. Speaker,-I cannot 
believe that the rabbits that have been found, as 
the Minister for Lands says, sixty miles to the 
north, have travelled there. \Vhen we find 
them in certain unexpected spots we may con
clude that they must have been carried there 
and deposited there by someone. There can, I 
think, he no question about that, and steps 
ought to he taken to try to catch the parties 
who are doing these little tricks. The sc1uatters 
and their stockmen ought to know pretty well 
who are likely to do Ruch jobs. I think a reward 
would probably induce them to howl out fellows 
likely to do tricks of that sort. There is no 
doul)t that a reward would help to induce some 
of the stockmen to watch the offenders. I have 
no doubt tlut the rabbits in such cases have been 
carried, and the erection of a second fence will 
not prevent them being carriecl again. It .~eems 
quite unsatisfactory to devote the whole of our 
attention to the erection of a fence, and at the 
same time allow the partieii whom we suspect of 
carrying the rabbits to go without any notice of 
their doinge. 

l\Ir. 11URPHY, in reply, said : Mr. Speaker, 
-The hon. member for Stanley, who has just sat 
down, is apparently under the impression that 
the rabbits referred to by the Minister for Lands 
have been brought to the spots in Queensland 
where they are now found. I can inform 
the hem. gentleman that the rabbits are 
continuous from that point to the seaboard 
of Victoria. From W arrnamhool, in Victoria, 
to Eulo, on the Paroo, rabbits will now he 
found on every square mile of that country. 
An odd rabbit or two might be carried by men 
and put down at a place forty or fifty miles 
distant, but their natural enemies about that 
spot would very suon kill them, and that is the 
reason why people who have tried to acclima
tise rabbits about their house,; or properties 
have hitherto failed in their object. Therefore 
there is little or no danger from an odd rabbit 
or two being carried and put down in a 
particular spot for the purpose of spreading. 
They will not spread, because their natural 
enemies will kill them; but the rabbits I speak of 
are coming upon us now as n, wave. They are 
marching steadily onward, and although at first 
checked, they gradually become too numerous 
for their natural enemies, and consequently 
spread from place to place. The hon. member 
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for Cook, Mr. Lumley Hill, spoke about the 
rabbits even ascending the snowy mountains 
of New Zealand, but the fecundity of the 
rabbit is not nearly so great there as it is here. 
They are much more easily kept down in cnld 
climates ; and in fact throughout Australia the 
history of the rabbit is that it keeps carefully 
away from cold countries and confines itself to 
the sweet-grass country or saltbush, the clover 
and rye-grass country, or where lucerne will 
grow; there the rabbit will grow, but he will not 
venture in the sour-grass country at all. JYiore
over, he increases very much more rapidly in the 
warmer climates th::m in the cold. Therefore 
\Ve knn'v from our ex1 1erience that \V hen once 
rabbits get a footing in Queensland the pest will 
be mnch greater than in any of the southern 
colonies. There is no part of Queensland in 
which they will not increase as rapidly as they 
have done on the Darling, in New South \Vales, 
where they have so far increased much fnster 
than anywhere ehe. The Minister for \VorkR, I 
believe, said it would be necessary to put np 
cottages for the caretakers, but it is a rule in the 
bush to send out men first and pnt up cottages 
afterwards. Bushmen are not accustomed to 
cottages. They are perfectly satisfieu if they get 
a good tent, and therefore I do not think that 
argun1ent is of rrnlCh value. Hon. rnmnbers are 
apt to look at this from a pastoral tenant's point 
of view, but it is a question that affects the com
munity as a whole. The pastoral tenants may 
be the first men to suffer, because the rabbits 
may happen to go their way first; but if they eat 
them out first they will eat out the farming 
community afterwards, and it is with a view 
of protecting the farmers that the pastoral 
tenants should be protected. Many pastoral 
tenants are in a position to fence in their runs, 
but how many farmers would be in a ,ufficiently 
good position to fence in their holdings, and 
how much selection shall we have in the colony 
if intending selectors know that the first thing 
they have to do is to fence in their holdings 
and make them rabbit-proof at a cost of £120 
per mile? I think the question should be 
treated from a nationn,l point of view, and not 
from what the Minister for \Vorks calls a 
squatter's point of view. It is not a question 
that concerns the sq•uatter alone, but it concerns 
the whole community, and I am sorry to say 
that I know some newspapers that call it a 
squatter's question. I hope that the Minister 
for vVorks and the editors of those newspapers 
will look at it from a very much broader point 
of view, and see that the prosperity of the whole 
community is uependent upon our getting rid of 
this pest from among us. 

AFFAII\S IN SAMOA. 

Mr. PALMER said: Mr. Speaker,-I take 
ad vantage of the motion before the House to call 
the attention of the Chief Secretary or Minister 
for I<'oreign Affairs to a matter that concerns 
the whole of Australia- the little coup d'etat 
which has taken place in the Samoan Islands, 
with the sanction, apparently, of the German 
authorities; and also to the extraordinary kid
napping case, which has been telegraphed from 
Cooktown, and which is connected with the same 
affair. There is no doubt that JI.Ialietoa, king of 
Samoa, together with his sons and chiefs, have 
been kidnapped; that they were brouo;ht from 
the islands by the "Adler," transhipped into the 
"Albatross," and that they have now gone 
towards Europe. That is as bad a kidnapping· 
case as ever took place in connection with the 
Polynesian Islands labour traffic. I think it is 
time that some notice was taken of these continued 
annexations that are going on in the South Pacific, 
because if anything- of the sort is to be done we 
ought to take part in it. These Samoan Islands 

have been offered to Great Britain for many 
years. They have been offered for at least 
fifteen years, and within the last three years the 
Samoans have asked for a protectorate or 
annexation. But no notice has been taken of 
the request, and this is the result: that no legiti
mate trading· is clone with the islands, but a 
fillibustering expedition starts out to establish 
a rifle and bayonet settlement. The Germans 
andl•'rench are no doubt very welcome settlers 
when they come to Australia, but I do not 
think it is to our interests or the interests of 
Australia, that these convict settlements and 
clep6ts for n"val stores should be established 
atnongst the islandt!. So far a.s settlen1ent is 
concerned, we have only to look to New Cale
donia to see what they call settlement there. 
As 'm aggmvation of this business which is 
now going on, I may mention that the Cologne 
Gazette, in one of its issues, refers to what it calls 
the "unsettled tracts" in the northern part of 
Queensland, and states that they are available 
for German coloni,<tion. They have an eye to 
business, and intend to come closer to us still. 
They are even con1ing to our 1nainland to annex 
part of our territory. The Germans are carrying 
things with a very high hand in Samoa. Accord
ing to telegrams, they have burnt lfiO houses and 
fielcl:i and destroyed the place, merely because 
the inhaoitants wDuld not acknowledge the king 
whom the German naval anthorities set up. 
The whole matter is dealt with in such a high
handed manner that I think we ought to 
take some notice of it. At all events it is to 
the interests of the colonies to see that the 
trade of these islands is not entirely carried 
away from us. The New Zealand Government 
have even gone so far as to subsidise a steamer 
to carry on a monthly mail service, and visit the 
islands for the purposes of trade, so that that 
country may be kept in touch with the com
merce and trade of the Samoan Islands. It 
is probable that the Victorian Government 
may also subsidise :< steamer to carry on 
trade with the islands. \V e have a good 
example in the New Hebrides of the nece;;sity 
which exists fr,r some urgent protest being sent 
home in rco;ard to the matter. It was only the 
other day that Sir .Tames Fergusson, in reply to 
a question that was asked him in the House of 
Commons, said that the Government were still 
endeavouring- to bring the French Governmer:t 
to make some final announcement as to their 
intention to evacuttte the New Hebrides. It 
is now two or three yem·s since the French 
first occupied these islands, and the British 
Government is stili waiting for a final answer. 
No doubt the matter could be settled very 
quickly if they wished, but it is all part and 
parcel of the fast-and-loose game they are play
ing with uB, and is sin1ilar to the New Guinea 
affair which has gono on for so long. 

The PUKMIER (Hon. Sir S. W. Griffith) 
said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I am sorry I can throw 
only very little light on this matter. The Gov
ernment are aware-that is to say, they have 
received information through the Press-that 
King Malietoa of Samoa has been deported 
from that country, and we have also received 
information from one of our own officers at 
Cooktown, who had seen JIIIalietoa before, 
that he recognised the unfortunate king being 
transferred from the "Adler" to the "Alba
tross" at Cooktown, and taken away somewhere. 
The ship was last heard of at Thursday Island. 
\V e also know tha~ a conference is sitting 
now at \Vashington, consisting of representatives 
of Great Britain, Germany, and the United 
States, who are now dealing with Samoan affairs ; 
and will, no doubt, come to a satisfactory con
clusion. In the meantime it would be utterly 
impossible for us to interfere. I do not ~ee that 
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any remonstrance could properly be made under 
the circumstances, nor do I think it would be 
attended with any usefnl result. 

Mr. MURPHY : Mr. Speaker,-\Vith the 
permission of the House, I will withdraw the 
motion. 

Motion for adjournment, by leave, withdrawn. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. BLACK asked the Colonial Treasurcr
"\Vlmt is the liability on ncconnt of uncompleted 

contrn.cts to be met from bahn"c of Loan Fund, as 
shown in 'rrf'~rmry rctnrn dnte€1 30tli 8cptcmbcr last
such balance amounting to £2.709.1-.17? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. Sir 
S. W. Griffith) replied-

The contracts being nea.rly all let at. scheclnlo prices 
it is impof'si.blc to give the ex<1ct. amount. '!'he approxi
mate amount of liability under incomplete contracts is 
nhout £1,200,000. 

:ELECTORAL DISTRICTS MAPS. 
The PREMIER laid upon the table of the 

House maps showing the boundaries of the 
amended new electoral districts, under the J~lec· 
toral Districts Bill. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 

COllDIITTEE. 

On the Order of the Day being read the House 
went into committee to further consider this 
Bill in detail. 

Question-That the clause, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill-put. 

1\Ir. BAILEY ;,aid that with regard to \Vide 
Bay he should have preferred t<l see the bonn· 
daries of that district remain as they were. It 
was "large district, but, although a large district, 
the interesb< in it were not so conflicting as some 
people seemed to think. They had got fairly 
settled down, so that the interests in nearly every 
part of the district had become nearlv identical. 
They were working very well, but the Govern
ment had been pleased to divide the district into 
two. He was afmid that under the prop0sed 
arrangr-1nent the town influence n.t either end n1ight 
be too strong. It now formed one large country 
and mining district, and if altered as proposed 
the town at either end would have a very large 
influence in any elections. That was one thing 
he should like to have seen avoided, but it could 
not be helped now. He would like the old boun
daries to have been stuck to as much as possible, 
and he certainly objected to the northern end 
of the electorate-the Isis Scrub-being taken 
away from what was now the Burrum district, 
and added to the Burnett. No doubt the 
transfer was made bePause, on the basis of 
the census, there was a deficiency of population 
in the Burnett district, while the Burrum 
had a large population. But, as they knew, 
since the census wa-:; taken, a largo 1nining 
population had settled, and permanently settled, 
in the Burnett, and that a very large· goldfielcl 
was now being developed there, which would 
bring a still larger accession to the population. 
The reason, therefort', for altering the boundary, 
and throwing a portion of what was now the 
Burrum district into the Burnett, no longer 
existed. He hoped that when they came to the 
schedules the old boundarie' would be retained, 
and that the Isis Scrub would remain iu the 
Burrum district, where the interests of the resi
dents really were. He also objected somewhat 
to the division between the Wide Bay district 
and the Burnett district. Inste~td of taking the 
natural boundary from east to west, just about 
Tiara-instead of taking the river, they had 
taken a road some distance from the river. He 
would have much preferred the natural boundary 

of the river as it ran down and met Myrtle 
Creek. It would have been a br more appro· 
priate boundary than the one described in the 
schedule, unless the boundary were made exactly 
east and west from Tiaro. If the boundary 
was to descend to :Myrtle Creek, it would 
be better to deseend by the river boundary 
than by a road at some distance from the river. 
J\Iany settlers on the river had grazing lands 
at the back, and tlwy would find themselves in 
two electorates instectd of one. He was not in 
favour of n1en hrtving votes in two or three 
electomtes, and in that pctrticular case they 
ought to be in one or other of the elector:ctes. He 
wished to his heart that tlw Government had 
left his own di,;trict in the state in which it wtts 
before. 

The Ho;,. J. ::\I. MACilOSSAN said he wished 
to know whether the Premier intended to go on 
with the :'>iorthern group, and finish with them, 
or whetheJ' he intended to adhere to the alpha· 
betic:tl order as printecl in the clause? The 
very last name was \Voothakata, a Northern 
electorate, and he had an amendment to propose 
with regard to it. 

The PRKMU~R: ·what is the amendment? 
The Ho-". J. M. MACHOSSAN 'aid his 

amendment was that \Voothakata should have 
two members, and he meant to show very good 
reasons for it. If his amendment were carried 
it would lead to a re-arrangement of bonndaries, 
and he would ask the hon. gentleman whether it 
would be more convenient to take it now than 
after all the other electorates had been disposed 
of? 

The PREMIER said it would be quite imprac
ticable to deal with an amendment of that kind 
now; \Voothakata was the last line of the clause, 
and it would be more convenient to wait until 
they came to it. He Wl\' sorry thtt tables which 
had been prepared lmdnotbe~ndistributedto hem. 
n1en1bers. Owing to smne rr1istalte in the Print
ing Office, they had sent an entirely different set 
of papers to be distributed which had nothing 
"·hrrtever to do with the question-papers pre
pared for his own and his colleagues' use, relating 
to quite a different subject. But they might go 
on for the preeent without them, as they would 
not be wanted until they ·got a little further 
dowr. the clause. He had laid on the table a map 
showing the alterations proposed to be made in 
the boundaries of the different electora-tes, so 
far as had been rendered necessary by the 
amendments made in committee. Those electo· 
rates were in the Sonth.western pastoral dis· 
trict, the Central district, and the Korthern 
district. In the South-western p1storal districts, 
the electorates were the district of Dalbv-a new 
one-which was almost the same as the Chin
chilla proposed in the Bill; 1\Iurilla, which was 
composed of a part of the proposed district of 
:Wiaranoa, a part of the Balonne, and a part of Chin· 
chilla. The district of Maranoa was comiderably 
lessened. Balonne was shifted westward, taking 
in Cnnnamulla. The district of Bulloo was also 
altered, decrfo'sing the boundaries of the district 
of \Varrego very considerably, but still leaving a 
very fair electorate. In the Central division, with 
regard to Blackall, he was not by any means 
sure that that was a good name for that electo· 
rate. It had a small area, and was liable to be 
confused with the township of Blackall in the 
Barcoo district. It was a difficult thing to find 
an appropriate name. He had thought of "Grace· 
mere," as the parish of Gracemere was about 
half the whole area of the electorate, the other 
half being the parish of Calliungal. Calliungal 
itself would not be a bad name. The district 
of Port Curtis was proposed to be altered, as 
suggested by the hem. member for Port Cnrtig, so 
as to go west as far as the Dawson, taking in the 
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country between the D<twson ;end the range. In 
the Northern division the district of Carpentari>t 
was proposed. to t><ke in all the country on the 
shores of the Gulf, inclu,ling Nornmnton >tnd the 
portion of the Gulf district imme<liately trading 
with Normanton, and also tho"e portions in 
thP west which traded with Bnrketown. The 
district of J<'lindcrs would take in all the heads 
of the Flinders and its tributaries, inclu
ding Cloncurry and Hnghenden. In come
quence of the large numlJer of people taken 
out of the jll'll)'osed d btrict of \V oot lmlmb 
by including the Etheridge in the new district 
of Burkel it was propo:-;ed to re-arrange. thttt 1mrt 
of the colony ; Cairns no long-er iuclnding Purt 
Dnnglas, but including the agricnltnral tableland 
on the top of the range, and \Vooth:~kat" inclu
ding Port DouglaK and the 1nining country of the 
Hodgkinson and Herberton. It was nl.-;o pro
posed to readj,lst the bound"ries of Rtrcoo and 
:iYiitchell, following the run boundariec; on the 
north side of the Bnrcoo lti ,-er in>;te"<l of the 
river, which would be a better bnunchry. In 
regard to the matter mentioned bv the hon. mem
berfor Wide Bay, :VIr. B<1iley, he (the Premier) had 
been under the impression until the present that 
everybody in tkct district :cgreed that \Vide Bay 
was a great deal too large for one electorate, and 
that it W<lS "bsolutely necessary to clivi<le it. He 
hac! never heard any sugge,tion of disapproval 
of that cour~e until the pret>ent tin1e. Being 
divided, then the question art hie which were the \,e,t 
boundaries. The h<m. member had >;Uggested two 
modifications of the bound<tries, one to a<lopt the 
J\fary Hi ver as a particular part of the boundary 
instc•ccd of a road which ran parallel with the 
river distant about half-a-mile. He agreed with 
the hon. member th"t the J\Iary River would be 
a much better boundary than the road, and was 
prepared to alter the boundary accordingly. The 
other point was a more imvortant one-whether 
the L<is Scrub should be included in the Bur
nett district or in the Burrum <listrict, which 
was part of \Yicle Bcty, of which it now formed 
part. The only reason for including the Isis 
Scrub in the Burnett district was that the 
population of that elector11te w::1.s so sm11ll, 
even after the increased area propos~d to be 
given to it. But no doubt the Burnett dis
trict had incre"secl greatly since the census was 
taken, in consequence of n1ining di~eovories, 
and from the best information he could get 
that increase was likely to be permanent, and 
to be considerably larger ; and he therefore 
felt jn.stified, under the circumstances, in re
turning to the old boundaries between the 
Burnett al\(1. Burrum, which were certainly 
more convenient, and would lertve the population 
of the two electorates prob"bly more homo
geneous than they would otherwi~e be. The 
large map that had been bid on the table showed 
no changes in the Lonndaries except in the c"ses 
of those electorates that had been dealt with 
by the Committee, and one or two other trifling 
matters. So far as the Burnett and Burrum 
electorates were concerned, he should be pre
pared to accept the suggestion of the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay, not because that hon. mem
ber had mentioned the matter that evening, but 
because it hac! been carefully considered by the 
Government during the past fortnight, and they had 
come to the conclusion that probably it would be 
better, under the altered circumstances, to adopt 
the old boundary between the two electorates. 
The only other alteration shown on the map that 
he thought it necessary to mention was the change 
in the boundary between Bowen and ?>1usgrave. 
Owing entirely to an accident in preparing the 
first maps, Bowen was made to take in Ra,·ens
wood Junction, and it was proposed to alter the 
boundaries so as to leave Ravenswood ,Junction 
where it ought to be--in the mining electorate 

18 7-3 I' 

of Kennedy. In connection with the Darling 
Dl'wns group, if there was any objection to the 
electorate of Cnnningham it would be convenient 
to rt~ise it at tlmt stage. 

J\fr. ALLA='l' said the proposed new electorates 
of Cunning-ham and Cambooya were both in 
his electorate, :end after making every inquiry 
he possibly could among his constituents to tind 
out their opinions and 'vi11hes with regard to the 
way in which the electorates h"d been divided, 
and the rearntngernent thereof, he must f;ay 
that the genernl feeling wns very n1uch 
again~t the proposed readjustment into the 
electomtes of Camhooya and Cunnittgham. He 
had had " great nwny letters from different 
pm·ts of his com;tituency, the present electo
rate of Darling Downs; and while many of 
the1n were a,gainst the proposed readjustment 
he had not received one in favour of it. 
He might also say th:1t several meetings had 
been held in that part of the country, and he 
would tC~ke that opportunity of reading one or 
two of the re<,olutions that had been adoj,ted. 
He would first read a telegram he had received 
from \Varwick, which W<LS the principal polling
place for the Darling Downs electorate, sent by 
the returning officer, who \\'..tS also chairrnan of the 
progres::; connnittee, and ah:;o by :l\Ir. Grayson, 
the "cting mayor. It was to this effect:-

" ::\Icetiug representatives electors urge that Darling 
Downs electoratet5 be 80 adjnstNl as to l'<~turn t\VO 
member8 fo!' tllis ."iCC ion of the Darling Downs Can 
you suggest an)·thing we can do whereby your hands 
maY IJC ~tl'engthellod? '' 
Th.e words "for this section" meant the prPsent 
Darling Downs electorate, as against Northern 
Downs and the other p:trt of the district. He 
bad also received a letter from l\{r. Thomas 
Kennedy, rrmyor of Allora, in which he said:-

"Herewith I endosc you COIJies of resolutions passed 
unanimously at a large and representative meeting 
held in the town hall last night, some of the electors 
comin~ lon_g llist~~lwes to take part in it. I trust the 
Premier will see his \Y;•'IJ' clear to a.ltcr the boundaries 
as :-;nggt•stcd in the resr)'intions, and giYC us two mem
bers as bpfore. If not, :m injnstice will bP done to one 
of the richest agricultural clistricts in Queensland." 

The resolutions were short, and he should read 
them also : -· 

"Resolution 1st.-' That in the l'edistribution of 
eleetoratcs the name "Darling Downs" be retained for 
this electorate, and the houn<lary line extended so as to 
retain Ca .. mbooya, Greenmonnt, Back Plains, Leyburn 
and district, a nU extend toward Goonlliwindi, to make 
up for the portion cut off and thrown into the \Yarwick 
clcctoratt" so as to entitle it to return two members as 
fol'mcrly, ;m cl that Allorn be the :place of nomination as 
before.' Canied unanimously. 

"THO~fAS KE.r-.~NEDY, 

''Chairman. 
"Resolution 2nd.-' 'l,hat the chairman forward a copy 

of these resolutions to the mmnbers for Darling Downs, 
:J.Icssrs. Kates and Allan, and request them to use their 
best endeavours to have the electorate amended as 
proposed.' Uarried unanilnously. 

"THOMAS KENNEDY, 

''Chairman." 
He had received other communications on the 
subject, but he would n0t trouble the Committee 
with them. Some related to the proposed 
change of name from ''Darling Downs " into 
"Camboova" and" Cunning ham." A good many 
of the people there were rather proud of "The 
Darling Downs," and very justly so. It had 
often been spoken of as the "Garden of Queens
land," and although it was only a matter of senti
ment, still they should endeavour to meet the views 
of the people as far as pos.,ible in such matters. 
He would point out that in the proposed electo
rate of Cambooya there was a great diversity of 
interests. The north-west part-the old Darling 
Downs part-had interests identical with those 
of Toowoomba, while the southern part, which 
ran clown below \Varwick, had interests identical 
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with those ofthat district. The mails came from Mr. GROO'\f said the proposed electorate 
\-Varwick, the coaches ran to \Varwick, all the of Cambooya had given almost uniYersal satis-
trade was done with \Varwick, and the proposed faction to the residents in that electorate. At 
milway, which he hoped would run from Th:me's the present time they were Yirtuallydisfr:mchbed, 
Creek to \Varwick, mn through the middle of that ,-,nd h:ul be<·n so for some considemble time past, 
part of the electorate. He did not see how one becan.se, owing to the way the electorate was 
member for Cambooya could possibly represent dh·icted, the \Varwick end completely swamped 
the north and south of that electorate. Their the CambooyfL end. The proportion was some-
interests, if not antagonistic, were at all events thing like 800 to 1,000 electors at one end to 4GO 
somewhat conflicting, and one member could not at the other. There was Cambooy:t at one end, fLnd 
be in sympathy and touch with both the north at the other thei,eyburn and All ora divisions, with 
and south of the electorate fLS fLt pre8ent pro- a very considerable proportion of what was called 
posed. He did not wish to raise objections withont the Jlack Plains district :tnd a portion of Clifton. 
making suggestions by which the difficulty could The proof tlmt the proposecl elcetoratc har! given 
be overconw; so he \Vonld suggest tlw,t Cunning- Rrtti;;:;faction waR that no cmnpttrints whatever 
ham should stand as it WfLS, adding thereto on the h",d been nmrle agaimt it; the cmuplfLints were 
east side of the main line of milway and nmth always on the other side-that the vVarwick end 
of the northern boundary of Cunning ham the I cotupletc>ly swamped the Cambooya end-so that 
parishes of Haldon, Ram,ay, and Cambooya, , at the present time they were virtun.IIy unrepre
tfLking in the towns of Camhooya and Green- i sented. They were entirely opposed to their 
1nount; frorn Greenn1n-iu1t going \Vest slightly 1Jl'0'~cmt repre.sF'ntatives on the 'n>c 1·ecta a,ncl St. 
south and taking in the pari~hes of IIoclgson, t}eorge llailway, and there was no pot'sibility 
Stevens, Tooth, l~'elton, Ellangowan, TaJg-ai, Ley- under the lJresent arr:111gen1tmts of Ryn1pathy 
burn, H:mmer, Tnmma\·ille, Gore, and DmnYille. of interests. He had in his hand a letter 
It should be further extended, fLS the Premier which he had received from a resident, which he 
had suggested, to \\r estern Creek, and, if po?sible, had been reque'>ted to read to the Committee. 
beyond that, in order to mfLke up the population. An attempt had been made to gd up meetings 
No doubt that would red nee the population of on the Dm·ling· Downs ad ver.,e to the Premier's 
Cambooya somewhat below the average of the division of that electorate, but those meetings had 
group, unless it were taken a good deal fmther not been succec·;ful. The letter w:1s as follows :-
west; but that would be a very smfLll lllfLtter in ".tllom, 19th ScptCJnbcl·, 1087. 
compfLrison with having two parts of the elec- "D;:,,rr sm, 
torate in anta.gonisu1. It \Vonld be better to ha vc "A. meeting ,vas helcl here to-night, called by the 
800 in one electorate and 1,200 in anuthRr, than 1n:-~yor on rrr1ui;;,ition of a few lJC<Jplc in t11e town, to 
to ha.ve 1,000 in each with antagonistic interests.. consiLler Darling Dmvns electorate re Redist.ribntion 
He had Jnade up roughly frmn the cenr;uR tables Bill. I do not think there 1vere more than twenty 
-he had not been able to do it accurately--the ]Jcrwns in the hall. but there might l>o twenty-fi\c, all, 

population under the scheme he proposed. He ~~~\~e t~~r~t.l~~~~)1~!~~1~~~;~ 1~~~L1aWe;:;if~~~ ;1}~w~~:~e,~:~~o;~~ 
found thfLtin the proposed electorate of Cambooya or these left the hall before the resolutions were pnt. 
there were 900 odd electors, a.nd by cutting off the Letters were read from :\Iessrs. Kates a nil Allan. :Mr. 
part he propo~ed it would reduce that ntunber Kates's letter wafi rntlwr uon-eommittal, but he ad-
by about 300; then by the addition of \Vestern vbc<l that tbo clc"toratc should still retn.in"-
Creek, and somewhat west of that, the average He asked the Committee to particularly bear 
would again be raised, to what extent he could these WOl'ds in mind-
not tell. He wa,s pretty cert:-tin that, although "shoul<l still retain Creemnonnt. Cambooya, and Back 
his colleague (Mr. Kates) and the hon. mern- l'lains, amllca.-e out Beauaralm." 
ber for vV fLrwick sat on the other side, they 
would l1e of the SfLme WfLY of thinking in thi'l 
mfLtter as himself; ttnd if fLnybody suffered it 
would be they. They would httve double as 
much work, but they would be quite willing to 
undertake it rather than not be in touch with 
their constituents. If that arrangement could 
not be made, then the boundary line should be 
struck out and the two electorates made into 
one. 

The PREMIER said that, by extending the 
electorate of Cunningham so far north as the 
hon. meml1er proposed, about UOO electors would 
be left out. vVhat did the hon. member propose 
to do with them ? 

Mr. ALLAN : Only 300. 
The PREMIER : A good many more than 

that. The constituency would be very small 
indeed for two members; so that they would 
either have to disfranchise those people or add 
them on another electorate. 

Mr. ALLAN said it only left 300 out. He 
had the numbers there as far as he conld make 
them out from the census table. Darling Downs 
East, No?. 1 and 2, popubtion i518, adult males 
177; Darling Downs Central, No. 4, population 
512, adult males 128; No. 5, taking one-half, 
population 571, adult males 152; No. 3, taking 
one-fourth, population 420, adult males 92; and 
No. 2--he had taken one-third of that, he could 
not do otherwise-population 284, adult males 
SO. That g,we between GOO and 700 adults, and 
there were between 900 and 1,000 already, so 
the difference was 300, and the IV estern Creek 
and other parts had to go against that. 

Now, I3eauaraba was a very populous settle
ment. It had grown into importance through 
the lfLnd having been taken up by a considerable 
number of selectors. According to the census 
returns the population was between 800 and 
1,000, and it would be seen from the roll that 
there were a large number of electors there, in 
the part asked to be left out :-

"He certainly was decided about t11at, an cl so 1vas ::\Ir. 
Allan. .Mr. Allan "\Vent further: he a<lnsed the reten
tionDftheseplacet,,and Leybnrn (leaving out Beauara.ba), 
anll the inclu,Lon of as much country further 1vest as 
wonld allow the electorate to still return two members. 
A resolution on the lines of JH1·. Allan's letter wa~ 
written out, and carried. I pointed ont that the whole 
thing was ·warwick from begiuningtoend,and that bc-

1 fore twenty or thirty people ventured to dispose of the 
' llack Plains, <+roemnouut, and Cambooya in that way, it 

would be jnst as well to inqnire what the people living 
there thought about the matter." 
He had found out that the opinions of all the 
influential residents of Greenmount and those 
places were that they should remain as was 
proposed in the Bill, and that they should return 
a member themselves. There was Rcarcely a 
dissentient voice, so far as he knew, in the 
whole place mentioned by the writer of the 
letter; they were fLII tot>tlly in favour of it. 

"The resolution "\Vas simply an attempt to create a 
double electorate in the interests of \Yarwick by 
including a minority which would be entirely over
weighted." 
That was exactly how the Cambooya end of the 
electorate was at present. It was overweighted 
by the preponderance of Yoters at the \-Varwick 
end, and a divis[on of the electorate was certainly 
the proper course for the Ministry to take. 
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HIt was very evident thnt thev (Allan andKates) \Yerc 
afraid of Be;maraba. 'l'he minOrity might become too 
big, so th:-tt wa,.;; lt:'ft ont. H the Bill was to lJe altered, 
I pointed. out, we should en:lonvour io get it alterocl :-;o 
as to make an cleetornte di~tiuct from both "r<H'\Yieh: 
and 'foowoomba, \Vith Allora as its centre. 11\<wccn 
them, as it has often been said, we arc bet,Ye{m the 
'devil and the deep sea,' and can get nothing. Bnt I 
moved no motion; the medinp.: wns small, perhaps half 
lJ<tckccl; an1l whether :\Ic~sr.s. Allan and Kate~ had anY 
hanrt in g-ettiu.~· it Ull I enunot say, but the rcsolutioll 
"\Vas nvowt Lllyfram d npon tlwrceommcndationoi tlw:-<e 
g. 'ntlcmon. particnlarly ot the formal'. '!'he motion was 
carried, althon~h the voting:--.cclnc<l Yer,,rllalf-hr''ll'tc,l. ~\~ 
no donht some use is intcnd(:ll to he mrule of this resoln
tiou, I thought you ~honhl he made ~w(1naintc<l \Yith its 
bearings, anll of thtJ ch~u·aetur oi what will pt'(JbalJl," 
be rc:n·esentr 11 to be tht~ most una,nimou.:;ly attended 
nnd most cntlmsi<lst.ic political mceti~Lg eyer held in 
Allortt ~ 

u Yours faithfully, 

.\.Y. DEACOX." 

He knew l'vir. Deacon very well. He was a very 
respectable man, and he was snre no h,m, 
member would say one word against either hifl 
character or his integrity. 1\lr. Deacon wets cer
tainly of opinion that the electorate, as divided 
in the Bill, was a very fair one. That was his 
opinion, and it wns, further, the opinion of a grc.'tt 
1nany people living in Allora. He knew a great 
many of them pers<nmlly. A grent many of them 
has resided in the n8ighblJUrhood. of Toowuorulxt, 
with ten or twelve e~cres oi land, which they had 
disposed of and gone out fnrther, fLnU settled again 
on 320-acre or G40-acre selections, e~nd were as well
to-do as any men they could fi1Hl. He clicl not lwttr 
the first portion of the remarks of the junior 
member for Darling Downs, but from what he 
gathet·ed that gentleman stated that there was 
no community of interests between the northern 
]Xtrt of the electorate of Cambooya anrl the 
southern pe~rt; but he (:\Tr. Groom) should like 
to know \vhere the divergence of intore"'ts cLnne 
in. They were all selectors there. He did not 
know one electomte under the present Bill 
where the interests ol' the electors were so much 
in cornn10n as in Carnbonya. There \Vere certainly 
one or two large st:1tions-Ynndilla nnd other.~; 
btct they were converted into heehohls now, and 
the ·word"' squatter'' was out of date, ;ts n1en like 
the Mes-;rs. Gore had gone in for farming-. They 
had 300 or 400 acres under cultivation, cmd would 
be large supporters of the Bectuaraba line in 
sending their produce to Brisbane. Of course, 
he wished it clearly understood, although he had 
given tlmt letter the publicity which the writer 
had desired, that he had nothing to do with the 
sentiments contained in it whate' er, as to the 
attempt on the part of some persons to increase 
the ascendancy of \V arwick. The prasent Drcr
ling Downs electorate ought to be divided, 
and the Premier could divide it in any 
way he pleased ; bnt there was no doubt 
that the Cambooya end at present was en
tirely unrepresented in the House on a pnr
ticular question, and it was entirely over
weighted. If the Eedistribution Bill did 
not pass, and the election for Darling Downs 
took place upon the present eleetoral roll, no 
matter what two g-entlemen were nominated 
at the vVarwick end of the elector'lte they were 
sure to be returned. At the present time the 
majority were there, and the Cambooya end 
would be thoroughly unrepresented. According 
to the popuhttion returns there was a population 
of 4,000 there, and the electoral roll contained 
9GO names. Surely those electors were entitled 
to be represented in the House, and to give an 
opinion upon questions which were likely to 
come under their attention, more espechtlly one 
in which they took a very gree~t interest, and in 
regard to which their voice would not he heard. 
Upon that point there wets not the shadow of a 
doubt. He had endwvoured to make himself 

acquainted with the wisheB of the people in that 
electorate, and had oonmlted some of the leading 
gcntlern-n, sou1e of whon1 had large freeholds. 
anll others small freeholrls in various partR of 
Back Plains, C!ifton, and Umbiram, and beyond 
Beauaraba, and other rising places in the northern 
part of the electomte; and he coulcl hardly think 
the hem. member had made himself familiar with 
the people wh'"1 he "'id they had no community 
of interests becu,use the con1munity 0£ intere::;ts 
was nndoul;ted. He (l\Ir. Groom) had made it 
his busiHcss to make himself acquainted with 
the wi.,hes of tho'e people as to whether they 
\Vonld like one eler:toratc returning two n1e1n~ 
hers, or have it divided as proposed by the 
Premier, and the opinion was that the Premier 
had done a wise thing- in dividing the .electo
rate, and the Committee would do wisely 1f they 
let well alone as far as the matter was con
('·'rned. The letter be had read indicated 
the feeling there was in regard to it. Allora, 
of course, was not a very large place ; but 
still it would not be difficult, supposing the 
people were energetic in the nuttter, t.o get . a 
much lm·ger attendance than was mentwned m 
the letter. All ora was situated between two large 
towns, and, as the writer of the letter said, it was 
l1etween the ''devil and the deep sea," and under 
the system of "pull devil, pull baker" between 
\Ya.nvick and Tnowoon1ba it8 cnvn intereRts were 
nrglecte'l. The division proposed by the Premier 
\\'flS certainlv a. very good one, and one which 
could not be bett~red: a' the community of in
terests in the different pttrts of the proposed 
electorate was undonlJted. As he said before, in 
no other electorate w:ts the community of interest 
so great ; and even those who owned very large 
freeholds, like :M:r. Gore, lived on the very beEt 
of terms with their neighbours, many of whom 
they employed from time to time. 

1\Ir. ALLAN said he regretted the hon. mem
ber was not present to hear the earlier portion of 
his remarks, because if he had been he would have 
heard hi m say that part of the electorate of Darling 
Downs was iwt properly represented. He wished 
to correct one 1 mrt of the letter from :Yir. Deacon, 
w hi eh suggested that he and his colleague, 
1\Ir. Kates, had something to do wit.h getting
np the meeting at Allora. His colleague could 
speak for himself, but he might say that 
he had nothing whatever to do with it. He 
had a letter from the mayor of Allora, Mr. 
Kennedy, asking him to attend a meeting 
to be held for the purpose of taking into con
si,leration the Redistribution Bill on the same 
chty as the opening of the Beauaraba Railway. 
Ho harl arranged to go to the opening of the 
railway, and he went; and as he could not be 
in two pl.s. at once, he could not be at Allora. 
The hon. member had spoken about the commu
nity of interest in the proposed Cambooya elec
torate; but the fact was that it was impossible 
that one meml1er could be in touch with the 
northern and southern portion. About one
third of them-the people in the north-were 
connected with Toowoomba interests- their 
great idea was to further extend the Beauaraba 
line ; but with those in the south the Thane's 
Creek line was the burning question as against 
the Beauaraba line. If that was not a case 
of conflicting interests-he would not say anta
gonistic interestc<-he did not know what were 
conflicting interests. He should very much 
like to see the northern part taken off and the 
southern extended west, to make up the reqnired 
population; and have either one or two electo
rates so arranged that the members could do 
justice to each par-t. 

Mr. GROO:YI said that now he understood the 
hon. member, ht" would repeat more strongly 
that the commnnity of interest was undoubted, 
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and that not twenty people in the whole of the 
electorate of Cambooya, as originally proposed 
in the present Redistribution Bill, were in ftcvour 
of what the hon. member had sugg·ested. 

Mr. 1\IORGAN: You know nothing about it. 
Mr. GROOM said there might be some in 

Allora, but that was in the proposed electorate 
of Cunningham. 

Mr. ALLAN: What about Leyburn? 
Mr. GR00::\1 said that some of the most 

influential residents of Leyburn protested against 
the Thane's Creek railw:ty as perfectly mmeces
sary; andj even snppo::-;itig they \Vere in favour 
of it, that part of the district was very small 
compared with the other part in which the people 
opposed the line. 

Mr. ALL AN: The whole of the people of 
Toolburm, Talgai, and Ca.nal Creek have to be 
taken into account. 

Mr. GROOM "aid the popubtion there was 
very small compared with that of Spring Creek, 
King's Creek, Back PlainR, and Beauaraba, 
where the people were all identified with the 
agricultural interest. In fact the proposed 
Cambooya constituency was essentially an agri
cultural one, where selectors with 320 acres, 
640 acres, and 1,280 acreK, combined grazing 
with agriculture, and made it pay; an'l the 
community of interests, he repeated, was un
doubted. The preponderance of popuhction was 
on the Cambooya side, and that should receive 
some consideration at the hands of the Com
mittee. 

Mr. KATES said the whole bone of conten
tion was the railway. The people of Darling 
Downs were well satisfied with the electorate as 
at present constituted, and he had heard no com
plaint whatever from north, south, east, or west. 
·with regard to Mr. Deacon's letter, he might say 
that he had nothing to do with the adyertise
ment, but he recei\-ed notice by letter that a 
meeting would bke place. The aclvert;sement 
appeared in the \V arwick paper, but the pecple 
of Spring Creek and Greenmount could not 
have read it, or they would haYe been on 
the spot to enter their protest. His contention 
was th><t the bulk of the electorate as at present 
constituted was in favour of two members repre
senting the Darling Downs, without any division 
into Cunningham and Cambooya. The people 
of Clifton Back Plains objected to being cut 
away from Darling Downs and incorporated with 
Cambooya; and they were about 200. Then 
there were the people of Greemnount who, he 
thought, did not object to the old electorate. In 
fact, if a poll of the electorate were taken to
morrow, it would be found that three-fourths of 
the electors were in favour of the old boundaries 
of Darling Downs. He had received letters from 
Clifton Back Plains, where the bulk of the popu
lation of the new electorate of Cambooya resided, 
bnt he had heard no complaints from them as to 
the old boundaries. 

Mr. GROOM: Cambooya is not the place. 
Beauaraba and Back Plains are the places. 

:Mr. KATES said he had no complaintR from 
Greenmount or Leyburn. He wished to see the 
boundaries of the old electorate restored, and 
have two members representing the farming con
stituency of DMling Downs. He had heard no 
complaints of his not having represented any of 
those places, except in regard to the Beauaraba 
line, and he had fulfilled his promise on that 
matter. Four years ago, when the late ::\Iinister 
for \Vorks promised the line to Beauaraba, he 
(Mr. Kates) told the people at the banquet given 
to him and his coller,gue at the time, that he 
would do all in his power to secure the fulfil
ment of that promise, and he did w, and got 

the line to Beauaraba. The people, therefore, 
had no reason to complain about that. At 
the same time he promised to advocate the 
construction of the line westward from \Var
wick, and he was trying to fnlfil tlmt promise 
as well. He was sure that the people of Dnrling 
Downs, the small selectors and graziers, would be 
ple:1sed to have the old boundaries retltined, and 
to have t\vo rne1nbers working together for their 
interests. The meeting at Allora might not have 
been a large one, but according to the mayor, :Mr. 
Kennecly, it 'iVas unaninwus, the resolutions being 
carrier! withont OJl!1f>sition. It was advertised 
for a week, a.nd there wa:::; therefore an opportu~ 
nity for auybody to ttttend and speak against 
the n1otions or propose an a1nenthuent. 

1Ir. GROO::\f : It was never advertised in 
Toowoomba. 

Mr. KA'fES said that was a mistake; it should 
have been ad,·ertised in Toowoomba. He had 
receiverl.letters from Greenmount, and he knew 
the people there were well sati,;fied with the 
old boundaries. The railway dispnte would not 
bst for ever. It would be settled one wav or 
the other, and then the electorate would have 
two farrning representatives. He was not afraid 
to go to Beauaraba or to any other pttrt of the 
electorate and explain his ideas to the electors. 
He hoped the electorate would not be divided, 
but that it would be allowed to remain as it 
was. They did not ask for an additional mem
ber ; all they desired was the amalgamation of 
Cambooya and Cunning·ham, with two members 
for the combined electorate. 

The Hox. G. THORN said that, from his long 
experience in the colony, he knew a little about 
that electorate, and he had come to the conclusion, 
frmn information received, that the bulk of the 
people living in the electorate of Cambooya were 
anxious to remr~in as they were as part and 
parcel of Darling Downs. With regard to the 
letter from Mr. Deacon, in which the hon. 
member for T'>owoomba; JYir. Groom, said 
it was Rtated that the D<wling Downs was 
represented by vV arwick people, he would 
r1oint out that one of the present members for 
Darling Downs was a resident of Allora, and 
that his late colleague was a resirl.ent of Too
woornba. That W!1S a complete answer to the 
statement of the hon. member for Toowoomba. 
He (Mr. Thom) did not, however, look at 
the matter in that light. The people of 
Darling- Downs were not so narrow-minded 
in their views ; it was well known that they 
would return a man who would make a 
good representative, irrespective of the locality 
in which he residerl.. vVith respect to that por
tion of the electorate to be called Cambooya, 
he knew that Leyburn was intimately connected 
with \V arwick, and that there was a coach 
running between the two places. The people of 
Back Plains went to Clifton railway station, 
which was in the proposed electorate of Cun
ningham. He could tell the hon. member 
for Toowoomba that he had several friends 
about there, and also about Greenmount, which 
was a little nearer to Toowoomba, and was 
acquainted with many residents at the latter 
place who had formerly lived in Fassifern, 
and he knew that the people at those places 
\:Yere anxious to remain, as at present, a part of 
Darling Downs. He did not see how it was 
possible to cut the electorate into two, and 
properly allocate the names of the electors, 
unless they had a number of experts on the 
bench who really knew where the electors of the 
two proposed districts resided. He thought it was 
an utter impossibility. He therefore hoped the 
Government would allow the electorate to remain 
as it was originally, and continue it under the 
old name of Darling- Downs, 
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The PHEJ\IIIER said that in that case, as 
in all others, the Government had endeavonred 
to disregard, as far as possible, all purely tempo
mry or momentary differences of opinion. J!'or 
a grect.t rna.ny ymtr~ the IneinUen; for the ])arling 
Downs had been tolerably united, but at pre;;ent 
they were divided, and in his opinion the division 
was a very foDlish one, n,nd there was: no neces
sity to perpetuate it. Certainly that ought 
not to Le t<1ken into conside1·ation in clr,n.ling 
with the question of the boundaries of that 
electorate. The simple question, as it ap
peared to the Government, was whether the 
present electoral district w"s too large a 
district for the same members to represent. 
In no other part of the colony had they pro
posed a country district anything like as large 
as it was, with two members. The nearest 
approach to it was 11ackay, but it was not so 
large a district, and it was not divided bec<tuse 
it was found impracticable to make a suit
able division and form a town and a country 
constituency. That was the only exception. 
~'here was another exception made now in the 
case of the Burke, which was a great mining 
district, and they could not, of course, divirle 
th:1t. Tha,t was a special c:ase. In every other 
case where they had found a large electorate 
they had divided it, as in the case of Stanley 
and \Vide Bay, and so on; wherever they 
could divide districts like that the Govern
ment had done so ; it seemed to him fairer 
that they should form two electoeates of such 
districts instead of one. 'rhey did not, as he had 
said before, pay the slightest regard to any tem
porary differences of opinion. The question was, 
what wa.sthe fairest thing to do; whethet·the elec
torate should be in one or divided into two? 
He did not care whether it affected the seat of 
the hon. member, 1Ir. Albn, or whether it 
secnred or deprived hill1 of the seat; that was tt 
matter of J>erfect indifference. Even if they were 
to attempt to frmne a redistribution scheme now 
to secure the seats of existing n1e1nbers, in Hix 
months' time the things which would secure the 
seat of a member at the present time might be 
entirely altered. 

Mr. MOHGAK said he had, only an hour 
ago, been casting· hi<. memory back over the 
records of Parliament during the last eight or 
ten years, and, strange to Ray, he c:_nne upon a 
speech that had been delivered by one of the 
then Ministers, who was :t :\Iinister to-clay, in 
w hi eh he con1n1ented, in very :-;trong termS, on 
the knack the hon. member for Toowoomha, 
Mr. Groom, had acquired of getting up in 
the HouRe on every conceivable occasion, and 
during the discussion of every conceivable sub
ject, and producing at the very moment a 
letter from somebody affected by the proposed 
change, and teading it as evidence in sup
port of the line of argument he adopted. 
He beliencl tlmt Minister was the ]•resent Chief 
Secretary. He not <Iuite positive, but he 
thought he could quote from Ilanscml. It was 
during the debate on the Redistribution Billofl878. 

Mr. GR00:\1: I am positive the Chief Secre
tary never snid such a thing. 

Mr. MORGA::"r said he might turn np the 
extract and read it by-and-by, but he thought 
the Chief Secretary wns the man. Now, with 
regard to that letter which the hon. member for 
Toowoomba had produced--

Mr. GROOM: I read it at the request of the 
writer. 

Mr. MORGAN said he had no doubt of that, 
but he would tell the Committee who Mr. 
Deacon was. He was a resident of Allora ; he 
was a gentleman with a strong mural twist. He 
was a man whose hand was lifted against the 

majority of his fellow-townsmen, and against 
whom the majority of his fellow-townsmen's 
hands were lifted. He was at cross purposes 
with hi.s neighbours, and because he could not 
vlay first fiddle in getting up that meeting he 
had fonnd it essential, in order to give himself 
notoriety, to dissent from the resolutions come to; 
am! in order to gain fame he had conceived 
the notion of writing a letter to the hon. member, 
l\Ir. Gromn, a,nd requesting hin1 to read it in 
tlmt Chamber, knowing that it would get into 
H<msccrd, and there obtain a much larger audience 
than could otherwise be got to li;;ten to }fr. \\7il
liam Deacon. That gentleman was a disappointed 
aspirant for parliamentary honours, and he had a 
serious grievance against the mayor of Allora. 
That was the explanation of the letter, and it 
was quite sufficient to show that very little 
weight should be attached to the document. 
I\ow, what the members for Darling Downs were 
contending for was that the present state of 
things should be allowed to continue, and he was 
inclined to agree with them. He did not allow 
the paltry railway question to come into con· 
eidemtion. He believed with the Premier that 
the dispute, which was due entirely to the conduct 
of the representatives of Toowoomba, should not 
be considered. He believed the line would pass 
before mctny years, and he was certain that 
Dttr!ing Downs \\ould have matters much 
more imvortant to deal with than the mere 
question of which route a railway should take. 
He n.dvocated the Darling Downs returning as 
at present two members, because he believed it 
could be justified by common sense and justified 
on the gTound of community of interest. f'he 
n1en1ber for Too\vomnba, speaking a fortnight 
ago on the Bill, used similar language to that he 
had used that afternoon, in which he sa1d that 
the proposed electorate of Cambooya wou!d 
be one of the most compact electorates ID 
the colony. :L\ow, that was not the case 
The propos~d new electomte of Cambooya 
adjoined the north-west portion of Darling 
Down.s, divided from Cnnningham by a line 
rnnning fnnn north.ea.st to south-we::3t. That 
line would pass at its south-western extremity 
within twenty miles of \V arwick, and it would 
cutoff from \V m· wick and Cunninghmn population 
and a district that had neither sympathy nor 
interests with Toowoornha, to whom it would be 
handed over body and soul. 'rhe hon. member for 
rrooWOOillba said a ll10II18llt ago that there were 
very few people there, and he (l\Ir. Morgan) 
interjected that be knew ll<Jthing ttbout it. That 
perlmps was not the most polite, but it was the 
shortest, way of vutting it. He believed the 
hon. 1nen1ber spoke in ignorance. There was a 
very considerable population there. 

Mr. GJlOOM; No ; look at the cenms 
returns. 

Mr. M ORGAN said he assert.ed it. He spoke 
frm11 pen;onal knovvledge, \Vhich he \Voulcl back 
against the census returns. He had been in the 
di.strict and among the people. He knew there 
\Vere n1en engaged in agriculture, n1en engaged 
in squatting, and men engaged in n1ining, in 
the south-west8rn extremity of the line divid
ing Cambooya from Cnnning·ham, and down 
about Canal Creek and Thane'~ Creek, and 
the trade all came to \V m·wick. The gold 
raised there came to the banks at \V arwick ; 
the wool was sent to the \Varwick rail
way station, "ncl the agricultural prodnce was 
sold in \Varwick. The people of that district 
were all associated, as he had said before, by 
sympathy and interest, with the \V arwick end of 
the elector«te. K ow, if the proposed dividing 
line was assented to, they would hand over 
those people, body and soul, to Toowoorn ba. 
The Toowoomba end of the Darling Downs 
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electorate, without those peojJle to whom he hac] 
alluded, was not sufficiently strong to claim 
"' n;ember, and those people were to be 
sacrificed in order that the powLr and 
strength wielded by the Toowoomba mem
bers in the House should be Rtrengthened. 
Now, that was a view which neither the Ministry 
nor the Committee could c'Cpeet the representa
tives of the Southern Downs to assent to, and he 
dicl not propose to ::tssent to it. IVith regard to 
the alternative proposal of the memLerii fur Dar
ling Downs, :Mr. Allun and J\ir. Kates, he "·'" 
not prepared to advocate any hard-and-fast line 
of boundary for the proposed nP.w electorate; but 
he certainly should support the proposal that 
the electorate should be allowed to rem:1in 
with the proposed extern:1l bound:1ries, that it 
should be called Darling Downs, and that it should 
have two members. The figures were-Cambooya, 
tot:1l popubtion 4,00(), adult malo population 
975. He thought th:1t was one of the smallest 
electorates in the whole colony. Cunning ham, 
total population 4,554, and adult male population 
1,104. Add those together, and take away the 
dividing line, and they would have for the pro
posed new electorate of Darling Downs a gross 
population of 8,6GO, and 2,079 adult males. Kow, 
the hon. member for Toowoomba argued that if 
the boundary line WfLS tttken ttwrLy and the elec
torate of Darling Do\vns rmn::tinecl in statu quo, 
thttt in the general election things would be very 
much as they were in the past-th:1t was, that the 
IV arwick end of the electorate would exercise a 
predomin:1ting influence in the choice of members, 
and he seemed to think th:1t two \V arwick men 
would be elected. 

Mr. GROOM: I did not s:1y so. 

Mr. MORGAN s:1id he drew that inference 
from what the hun.imernber saicl, but, as the hon. 
member for Fasoifern had pointed out, the pre
sent member for Darling Downs, J\Ir. Kates, 
was not a \Varwick man, neither was J\lr. 
Allan. He (Mr. Morgan) would go further 
and say that he could not call to mind 
any IV:1rwick man who had represented Dar
ling Downs. The late :Minister for \Vorks 
(Hon. \V. Miles) was imlced a Toowoomba man. 
IVhat more coulcl the Toowoomba people wrmt? 
Did they want the two members-to have a 
mortgage on both? The late :Minister for \Vorks 
was a resident of Toowoomba, and was for the 
purposes of the present argument a Toowoomba 
man. Suppose that what the hon. member for 
Toowoombttapprehended was realised, what would 
it prove? It would simply prove that the grecct 
voting power w:1s centred ronnel, and in symp:1thy 
with, \Varwick. Ko matter how the dividing 
line w:1s drawn the people who had the voting 
power would return the members for the dis
trict. There mnst lle minorities in every 
district, and he dared say that O\'Oll in Too
woomba there was a considerable minority who 
did not :1pprove of the hon. member 1\lr. Groom 
or his colleague Mr. Aland. The fact that the 
new members for Darling Downs would find 
the greater number of votes ''t the \Varwick end 
of the electorate 'vas, therefore, no argutnent 
against leaving things as they were. They were 
fairly entitled to have the claim they had set up 
recognised. If there were a sufficient number 
of adult m:1les, or of the gross population at the 
northern end of what w:1s now the Darling 
Downs electorate, to entitle them to a member, 
they could not reasonably object to it; but as 
there was not sufficient population there they 
distinctly objected to handing over to their friencls 
ofToowoombaany of the population who were asso
ciated with Warwick by sympathy and interest. 
There was no use disguising the fact that their 
interests were just at present oppoEed by the 
lllembers for Toowoomba, Anyone who had 

\nttchecl the course of events in that House 
during the l:1st twehe months woulcl admit tlmt 
a corpse on a dissecting~ table could not be rnore 
bereft of hope tlmn \Varwick would be if placed 
at the mercy of Toowoomba. That was the 
experience ,,f the past twelve months, and 
that wao why they strenuously objected to 
hand over even a moiety of the population 
of Darling Downs to 'l'oowoomua, as their 
interests haLl nothing in cunnnon. Let Too~ 
woomba obtain :ell the mpreoentation to which 
it was entitled from its actual population, but it 
must not trespass upon the population which 
belonged of right to th~ southern end of the 
Darling Downs electorate. 

Mr. GROOM said he thought hon. members 
lost sight of the immense extent of the present 
Darling Downs electorate. It extended back to 
the New South \V ales border on one side, and in 
another direction went within a very short dis
tance of Dalby, taking in Knrrowah and Cecil 
Plains. The hon. members for Northern Downs 
nnd ]Jalby could bem· him out in that st:1tement. 
The Committee would therefore understand the 
unwieldy na.ture of that enormous elector8te 
where at the present time different parts had not 
the slightest community of interest. The hon. 
member for :Fassifern that afternoon, as usual, told 
the Committee that he knew all about the Darling 
Downs, but the hon. member did not know any 
more of the Downs than the Chairman, if so 
much. He would guarantee there were parts of 
that electorate which the hon. member knew 
nothing tl.t all about. .1\. new generation h::u-1 
arisen there ''who knew not J oseph." It wa8 no 
use for the hon. member to say he knew every
thing, and that nobody else knew anything; and 
if he would confine his attention to his own dis
trict, of which, no doubt, he knew a good deal, 
it would be better for him. He should let 
those who did know the district in question dis
cuss the matter for themselves. The hem. member 
for \V arwiek had fallen into a serious mistake. 
The hon. member had saicl that he (Mr. Groom) 
assumed that the voting power of the IYarwick 
end of the electorate would elect two gentlemen 
from IVarwick. He had not said or assumed 
anything of the kind. Taking the electoral rolls 
as they stood now, the preponderance of electors 
was at the IV m·wick end ; and if the IV arwick 
electms nominated two gentlemen they would be 
returned and the Cmnbooya end of the electorate 
would he entirely disfranchised. Thehon. member 
appeared to think that C":tmbooya would in some 
rmnote way b~con1e tLn nppanage of Toowomn~a, 
but that was not the <<1se, as he did not think 
there were half-a-dozen )Jeople in Toowoombtt 
who had votes for Cambooya. Anyone who 
could have seen the large concourse of people 
who met there to the number of iJOO or GOO 
\Yonlcl know what their desires and wishf"' were. 
There wore >Lll classes of men there, men 
holding 30,000 acres, men with 1,230 acres, 
::tnd men with 320 acrc.s; ancl yet the hon. 
member a<hoc3,ted the revision of the elec
torate. If the hon. member for D:1rling Downs, 
:i\h. Kates, had been there he would have been 
asked by a deputation from his constituents to 
advocate the course he (J\Ir. Groom) w::ts advoca
ting. The hon. member :Mr. Alhtn, he was glad 
to say, was there, and it showed manliness on 
his part to be there, as he was quite sure the hon. 
member w:1s not in accord with the constituents 
in that part of the electorate on the Tict 1'ectn 
r1uestion. As far as that electorate was 
concerned, he d("'ired the Committee to under
stand tlmt it had no connection with 'roowoornb::t 
whatever, nor did he believe a Toowoomba man 
had the remotest chance of being elected for 
that district. It was just as well it should be 
known now that the people there were de
termined to get a farmer to repl'esent them, 
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They thought the farming interest wa< not 
represented in that Home as effectively a.s 
it oug·ht to be, and even now they w·ere rnv.king 
urrangmnents to retnrn one of their o\vn nu m her, 
a fal'lner, to represent them, and not a Too
\Voonlba nutn. Too,vom11ba \vould have nnthn1o· 
to do with it. As the el0ctorate was at present 
it was about the most unwieldy one conk! think 
of, extending as it did on one oicle to the border 
of J'\ew South \Vales, and on the other to within 
two miles of DaiLy. For a long- time it had 
been found to be unwieldy, and the Government 
had decided upon a wise course in dividing it, as 
that was the correct course to pursue, and was in 
accord with the views of the majority of those 
who resided in that electorate. 

The HoN. G. THOR;'{ said he would suggest 
to the hon. member for Darling Downs the 
desirability of moving an amendment that Dar
ling Downs be retained, and ha.ve tvvo 1nembers, 
to bring the matter to an issue. 

Mr. ALLAX said he would move the omission 
of the words " Cunningha.n1, one n1mnbcr," 
with a view of subsequently n1oving the insertion 
of the words "Darljng Do\vns, two nwn1ber8." 

The P RE:VIIER said he trusted the question 
would be fully considered by hon. m em U8rs on 
both sides, and di><posed of on its merits. It 
seemed to him very unfair that the electors in 
the north-weNtern part of the Darling· Downs 
should actually have no voice in an election be
cause there \vas a larger ntunber in the south
ea8tern corner. The late J\Ir. J\Iiles hud often 
told him that the electorate in its present form 
was an irnpo:::;sible one, on account of conflicting 
interests and the large dist:tnc8s between the 
centres of popubtion. If the amendment was 
carried, it would be the only instance in the 
whole system of a great country olectora"e with 
two members. The matter should be considered 
entirely apart from any personal interests, or 
feelings, or desires of any individual members of 
the Committee; and putting it in that wrty there 
could not be two an,;wer,; to the question, what 
was the right thing to do? 'rhe right thing to do 
was what the Government proposed to do, to 
divide the Darling Downs into two electorates. 
The hem. members for Darling Downs and 
'vV arwick would like to see it remain as it was ; 
and that was about the only argument that 
could be used. He could under.,tancl that :1 

good many of the southem people would like 
to ,;ee the amendment cmTied, because, if they 
could get them, two members were better than one. 
He did not ccwe a stmw ou which side of the House 
the two nwmbers might sit. The Committee 
oug·bt only to do what was a fair thing. He lmcl 
thought that the arrangement proposed would 
have satisfied hon. members. '1.\v•J objections 
were 1nade to it. It was said, with regard to 
Cambooya, that the people at Canal Creek ancl 
Leyburn wou],] be swampecl by the people at 
the northern end. The alternative proposed was 
that all the people of CtmlJOoya shoulcl be 
swamped by the people at the IV arwick end 
of the electorate, while the people at Canal 
Creek and Leybnrn district, going right up to 
within a short distance of Toowoomua, who 
might be swamlJG<l-the whole lot-only num
bered 470, with nn adult male population of 
130. King's Creek was proposed as the dividing 
line because it was the natural boundary. Then 
it was said that the people at Clifton Back 
Plains would suffer particular hardship. The 
total population of a very large di;strict, of which 
Clifton Back Plains formed not more than one
fourth, was 512, with an adult male population 
of l:i8. As to Grecnrnount, it was quite close 
to Toowoomba. The question was simply, what 
was the birest thing to do under the cit·cum
stances? And that question should be decidecl, 

not by the members for the district, but by the 
Committee independently. He looked at the 
question from an entirely impartial point of view, 
a,nd he thonght it was fairer to divide so large a 
district than to leave it one. 

i\fr. KATES saitl the Premier had not answered 
the statement that out of over 2, 000 Yoten in the 
electorate 1, GOO of them wished the electorate to 
rmmtin as it was. It was onlv the north-western 
comer, T\caurabct and i'iorth j3r .. mch, who wished 
to sepamte, and Beauraba would have been quite 
willing to renmin with them if it had not got its 
railway, and Greenmount had never objected. 
\Vest Talgai, Leyburn, Ellangowan, :Felton, and 
other places about there never wished to be separ
ated from them. Two farming· members would be 
able to look well after the interests of the Darling 
Downs. Of course, without the support of the 
Government it was not likely the amendment 
would be ca.rricd; bnt he hoped the Government 
would support it. In that case the whole of the 
dispute with l'egarcl to the railway would be 
smoothed down in a year or two, and X orth and 
South J)arling Down~ \vonld \York together as 
they had hitherto done. 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS said there 
could be no question whatever that larg·e country 
ctil-ltricts \vith two rnmnbers ought to be divided 
and given one n1e1nber each, a~ constituencies of 
that kind could be more fairly repre,;ented by 
one member than by two. The repre,entation 
of the majority was the principle on which they 
acted, and it might often happen that in large 
country constituencies the majority at either end 
might imve totally clifferent interests to represent. 
The only justification for two members represent
ing one constituency vvas where large nurnbers of 
people were collected on very small areas, as in 
towns. In country districts, where the popula
tion \Vas spread over large aretts, there \Vas no 
Buch justification, and with two 1nen1ber;:; one 
large portion of the constituency would be left 
entirely without reprl·sentation, as what would 
be a majority in one part would be a minority in 
another. 'fhe propo.sition to give single electorates 
in conntrv di~tricts \Va3 a sounJ one. \Vith H1 

double e!e"ctonctc the rriembers would be able to 
control the electorate from their own end of it, 
<Cnd their own end of it would be that part 
in which they happened to reside. The object 
of a Redistribntion Bill, or of those who had 
the drafting of it, w<Cs to see that the interests 
of eYery di,;trict were fairly and properly repre
sented; 'wd that would be effected by the pro
visions of the Bill. The mere fact that there 
was '" "mall part of the population in the 
neig·hbourhood of Leyburn, wh<me interests were 
not so thoroughly identified with the eastern 
portion as with the western portion of the 
Darling D(l\Vlls, wa::. oue of tho::;e thing~ tha.t 
could not be got over ; hut if substantial justice 
was done to a di;trict it was as much as could 
posoibly be achieved; and that, he maintained, 
would ]Je effected by the proposal in the Bill. 
He trusted the Committee would give the pre
ference to Ring-le eleetorates in every case where 
they could be fairly carried out. 

Mr. l<'OOTE said he did not agree with the 
hon. gent!Clmm who had just sat down, that each 
electomte should be represented by one member. 
How were minorities to be represented under 
such a sy;tem; were they to have no repre
sentation ? Ho thought the proper way was to 
a,rr.::tnge the electorates in groups as far as 
possible, and to let them return three members. 
\Vherever it could be done the electorates 
should be made larger and have two members 
each given to them. That would be far better, 
in his estimation, than each electorate retnrn
ing one candidate, ftnd in that ca:;e rninorities 
would luwe some representation, :For instance, 
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in the cases mentioned by the hnn. members for 
\V arwick and Darling Downs, one section of the 
electorate had no community of interest with the 
other section of it, and the one that predomi
nated would return the member; whereas if the 
electorate had two meru bers very possibly one 
partv would return one and the other party the 
other, so that both would be repre,entod. He 
was aware thitt that Redistribution Bill was 
going to disfranchise very many electors, not 
from any design to do so, but from the fact that 
only one member was given to one electorate in 
many parts of the colony. But there were 
wheels within wheels, and some districts were 
very fortunate whilst others were very unfor
tunate. Those that were fortunate were 
lucky in being so, and those that were unfor
tunate would have to put up with the dis
comfort and the loss and the chagrin they might 
happen to feel. He maintained that Too
woomba, as provided for under that Bill, was 
very fortunate, exceedingly fortunate. It was so 
situated that somehow all the apples blown from 
the trees fell to that electorate. It did not matter 
whence the wind blew, because Toowoomha 
was always the favoured electorate. \Vhat wrcs 
the meaning of that Cambooya electorate? It 
meant neither more nor less than an itdrlitional 
member for To,,woomba. The hon. member for 
Tonwoomba, Mr. Groom, of course, kne\V everyw 
thing in connection with the electorates of that 
district, and his imagination was most prolific in 
supplying anything that might he required. The 
hon. member knew the state of eYery mitn's 
mind and the feeling of almost every elector in 
the district, and he did not fail to bring his 
abilities tn bear upon a question of that sort. 
He (Mr. :Foote) mainto,ined that the position 
taken up by the hon. member for \Varwick and 
the hon. member for Darling Downs WitS a very 
good and tenable one. They wem not asking for 
an additional member, but simply that the 
electorate should remain as it was and return 
two member>', thus pl:wing them in the po·<ition 
they were in before. Thnt was a very simple 
request, and one that could be easily accerled to. 

1\Ir. WHITE said he thought the time had 
gone by when a member would only visit his 
constituents when a general election was cmning 
on. In country districts it was most essential 
for a member to keep "in touch" with his con
stituent~, itnd how could he do so unless he 
visited them at moderately short intervrtls? And 
why should a member have to travel over a wide 
extent of country-donble the extent tbere was 
any occasion for-to see his constituents? It 
weakened the connection between members 
and their constituents to have clouble electorates. 
The hon. member for Ipswich talked about 
treble electorates, but that would weaken the 
connection still more, and a member who 
went into the House under tho'e circurnstrmces 
would sirnvly relJresent himself. If a memuer 
\Vas not in close connection with hi:;.; constitueiJts 
at short intervals, he would represent himself in 
that House, aml his constituents would be obliged 
to put up with him, because probitbly they could get 
no other. He thought the time was gone by for 
that altogether. In the case of n single olec
torate the member had some chance of doing his 
duty, some chance of clearing his conscience-of 
getting a1nongst his constituents and knovving 
their minds, and then he could go into the 
Honse with the consciousness that he was not 
representing himself, but that he was representing 
them. That could not be done where there were 
double electorates. It was impossible, because 
member.s never went round amongst all their 
constituents. Under the old system that had 
been followed they went to a few" places and held 
meetings, and half the electors could never see 
their members, because the distance was too 

great. The electors ought to be placed within 
reach of their members, so that they would be 
able to attend their meetings without having to 
go a,,va,y frotn their hmues a couple of days in 
order to do so. Therefore, he thought those 
hon. m ern bers who were proposing to put the 
Doxling Downs electorate back into a double 
electorate \vere a~truv in their judgn1ent, or they 
had some scheme that ou;;ht not to be carried out 
by that Committee. 

The Hox. G. THOU:'\ eaid he had not got the 
figure:,; before him :,;lwwin~· the popuhttion of the 
part of the district under discussion ; but his 
opinion, with all due deference to the Premier, 
was that there WitS a large population residing to 
the west of King's Creek, about Leyburn and 
Thane's Creek. He could also tell the Premier 
that the population given in the census as being 
in the neighbourhood of Beauaraba was to a large 
extent migratory, having gone there during the 
construction of the railway by Mr. Garget. 

Mr. GIWOi\1: No, no! 
The Hox. G. THOllN said he was well 

acquitinted with that district-better than the hon, 
H1e1nber for ~roo\vooruba, lVIr. Groon1; and he con
tended that the popubtion of the proposed new 
electomte of Cambooya h>td interests in common 
with \Vnrwick and Allora, and none in common 
with Toowoomba. If the Premier would look at 
his figures, he would find that there was very 
little population in the proposed electorate near 
Toowoomba-where the country was 1warly all 
occupied in big estates-unless it was composed 
of navvies who had been employed in making 
the Beauraba branch railway. 

Mr. GROOM: The contract was not taken at 
that time. 

The Hox. G. THORK said he was aware 
that there was a population of nearly 3,000 
in the clistricts he had mentioned to the west 
of \V itrwick and around Clifton and Allora. 
The s<mth -eastern part of Cambooya did business 
with \Varwick, and the bulk of the population in 
the electorate was not connected with Toowoomba. 
He might also point out that another part of 
that electomte had nothing to do with Too
woornha, but did business with J ondaryan, 
Cecil Pbins Station, and the neighbouring selec
tors. They did not go to Toowoomba except to 
pass through it on their way to Brisbane, and he 
WttS mnch astonished at the figures quoted by 
the Pl'emier to show that tlmt part of the 
:Darling Do,;'" hm1 very few people. \Vhy, 
the great bulk of the selectors resided tbel'e, 
while the great landholders lived on the other 
side towards Carnbooya. Of conr·se figures 
might be made to prove anything, bnt he 
should like to see the figures of that census dis
trict, and find out how the Premier had arrived 
itt the determination to carve out the electorate 
in the w:ty he had done. As he had said before, 
there 011ght to be some identity of interests, itlld 
he 1uaintained that that rmrticular electorate was 
without any identity of interests whatever, and 
it would be preferable to have one electorate re
turning· two members, to be called the Darling 
Downs district as at prc.,ent. 

l\lr. ALLAK said the Premier must have been 
under some misapprehension in saying that there 
were only 200 or 300 people in that part of the 
proposed electorate of Cambooya which he 
(:\1r. Allan) propo~ed to add to the proposed 
elector:tte of Cunningham. 

The PREMIER : I did not say so; I said at 
Canal Creek and Thane's Creek. 

l\lr. ALLAN said that asfar as he could judge 
with the census tables and the map before him, 
I"eyburn and Canal Creek would be 1\os. 1 and 2 
of the Darling Downs area. The whole of that 
was part of the portion of Cambooya that he 
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]Jroposed to add to Cunning ham, and taking that 
as one lot, there was a popnlation of 518, and an 
adnlt population of 177. No. 4, containing the 
parish of Hodgson and the parioh of Stephens, 
was another part of what he had prOj)(Jsecl to 
deal with, and that contained a population of 
512, and 128 adult males. No. 5 was divided 
between the electorates of Cam booya and 
Cunning ham, leaving only about half of it, which 
he proposed to t<eke from Camhooya and add on 
to Cmmingham, so he e,timated the population 
at 571 with the aclult male popula,tion of 152. 
Of No. 3 there was only about a fourth, 
and that fourth came to 420, with 02 adult 
males. In No. 2 there was r:1ther more than a 
third, which gave 284 of a population, and 80 
of an adult nmle population. He was referring 
now only to the proposed elector:1te of Cambooya, 
and in that part which he had spoken of there 
was a population of 2,303, and an adult m"le 
population of 629. According to the list which 
had heen circulated as the corrected census, in 
the whole of the proposed electorate of Cam
booya there were 953 adult males, and taking 
off G29 left 324 adult males in the Cambnoy"' 
electorate. Now, he and his colleague woulrl 
not be so foolish as to propose to alter 
a Bill upon which oo much care had been 
expended, if they did not know that the majority 
of their constituents wished it. They had the 
whole of the proposed electorate of Cunninghmn 
with them, and two-thirds of the proposed elec
torate of Cambooya, so they thought they were 
fully justified in asking what they did--that one 
electomte should be made out of those two. Then 
when they came tu the schedules, he hoped some 
armngcment might be made by whichthe300 elec· 
tors in the northern part of Cambooya, who were 
not in thorough touch with those in the south, 
might be joined to those further north, and pos
sibly extend west. Even if that could not be 
done, he contended that it was of very much 
more consequence that even with a smaller popu
lation a member should be in touch with the 
whole of his electorate, and that that elec
torate should he in sympathy one part with 
another, than that they should be guided by a 
hard-and-fast line of numbers alone. 

Mr. KATES said he thought the Government 
should listen to the local members, who ought to 
know something about the wants of their own 
electorates. Not only did they, the member'-, 
suggest that, but tbey were hacked up by the 
bulk of the electors of the Darling Downs. \V ere 
the Governn1ent going to ignore the suggestions 
of the members fm the district? He wished to 
point out to the Committee that seven-eighths of 
the property in Camboo?a belonged to five large 
landholders. They had Eton Vale with 105,000 
acres in the Cambooya electorate, Clifton 40,000 
acres, Felton 30,000 acres, \Vestbmok GO,OOO 
acres, Ellangowo,n 20,000 acres: total 255,000 
acres in Cambooya electorate. 

Mr. NELSON said there was no doulJt 
that the local representatives deserved every 
consideration. At the same time he was pretty 
well acquainted with the northern end of that 
electorate which it was propos~cl to make into 
a separate electorate to be called Cambooya. He 
did not know why the local members shoulrl be 
so very anxious to retain the rlouble electorate. 
On general principles he was very much in 
favour of single electorates, and he thought it 
would be very advantageous to divide the elec
torate of Darling Downs into two. l'lloreover, 
he knmv that if all the people in the northern 
end of the electorate were retained in the 
present large electorate, returning two me1nbers, 
they would be very dissatisfied. They considered 
themselves simply disfranchised, because the 
population at the lower end of the electorate had 

no identity of interests with them, and in some 
respects their interests were antagonistic. He 
did not give very much weight to the actual 
fig·ures. As he had said before, there could be nn 
doubt that the people around Beauaraba were to 
a man, he helieved, in f:1vour of being disunited 
from \Varwick. It suited the hrm. member, 
~Ir. K"tes, at the present time to make out 
that there were only a few land-owners in 
the whole rliRtrict, but he would remind th<et hon. 
member of what he said when the railway to that 
place was being discussed. He told them then a 
very different tale indeed, and he (11r. Nelson) 
would quote one sentence of a speech the hon. 
member made upon that occasion, which showed 
that his figures and statements were simply made 
to suit the case he had in hand for the time being. 
The hon. member said:-

n The population m·ouncl Beauaraba, "Gmbirm.n, and 
South brook was increasing dmly. . . . . If the 
hon. 1nember would look at the petition \Yhich he (}fr. 
Kates) pr1•scntcd to the House, he \Yonld see that the 
proprietors of St. Helen',.::, Pine Creel\:, Western Creek, 
and Yandilla ·were allllrepared to send their produce by 
the proposed line. There were over 600 settlers in that 
distriet, and not the fmv that had been stated by the 
hon. member for Xol'thern Uowns." 
The hon. member went on with a great many 
other statements in regard to the large popula
tion there. ·what had become of the GOO settlers? 
_\ml that was only a small portion of the elec
tDrate of Camhooya. If there was any means of 
altel'ing the line which was to divide the two 
electorates, so as to meet the views of the hon. 
members representing Darling Downs, he would 
see no objection. But it was essential, abso
lutely necessary, that the electorate should be 
cut into two :1nd each return one member. 

Mr. KATES said there were a good many 
settlers :1t Beauaraba; but Beauaraba did not 
form the whole of that district. As he had 
pointed out, there was the Back Plains, which 
did not wish to go with Cambooya; and there 
were people :et Clifton, Ley burn, and Tumma
ville. He did not deny that there were 600 settlers 
there ; but GOO settler£ only represented about 
120 voters out of 2,000. There were 2,orn adult 
males, and 1,700 of them preferred to remain as 
they were now, with the electorate of Darling 
Downs and two members. 

J\Ir. NELSON said, m reply to the hon. mem
ber, that tct the time the Bemmraba milway was 
under diseussion the hon. memher 2tgreed that 
the intere,;ts of all the settlers of Bctck Plains, 
Tnmmaville, and Leyburn were identicc>-1. Of 
course it then suited the hon. member to 
make out that the population was vtry large, and 
that the railway waoJ neces,,ary for their benefit, 
and he hroug-ht forwanl statistic, to support his 
case. But now it seemed that the tables were 
turned, and it was necessary for him to pro\"e 
that there was no population there at all and their 
interest,; were not identical. 'rhe bon. membersttid 
the people of Turumavilleand BrtckPlains were all 
directly intere,ted in that line, and would all use 
it in sending produce to market, and upon tho,;e 
represenbtions the House :1pproved of it. It had 
altered since that. But the ]J(lpulation instead 
of having- decreased had increased, and he (Mr. 
Nelson) was quite sure there were more settlers 
now than there were then. \Vhat intmest could 
they have with the population residing in the 
southern part ? There was no community of 
interest whatever; and the hon. member could not 
contradict his statement. He did not believe there 
was a single elector re~iding in the northern end 
of that electorate who was not in favour of its 
being senred from the :;outbern portion, and of 
having two electorates formed as was proposed. 
He did not know where the dividing line was to 
he, but he was simply arguing in favour of 
having two electorates instead of one. 
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Mr. KATES said he must contradict the hon. 
member for Northern Downs. The bulk of the 
peovle of Back Plains were not in favour of the 
Cambooya electorate. 

The PRE:YIIER said there could not be Yery 
nmny people at Back Plains. The whole dis
trict of subdivision 4, Dccrling Downs Central 
division, included Back Plains, and he did not 
think the population of Clifton and Back Plains 
were together more than one-fourth of the dis
trict. He supposed the population of Clifton 
and Back Plains was about 30, or possibly 35, 
adult males, and about 120 total population; 
and if they did clisapvrove of the division, was 
that a sufficient reason for altering what was 
otherwise a fair di dsion ? 

Mr. KATES said if the hon. gentleman would 
look at the returns of the last election he would 
see there were sixty-six voters in one part of Back 
Plains, so that there must be more than twenty 
or thirty people there. 

The Hox. G. THOH.::\f s.tid that to his know
ledge there were sewn-ninths of the vopulation 
iu the Cambooya electorate in the south-western 
part of it, and they were opposed to the division. 
\Vhen he was talking about the navvies on the 
Beauaraba railway the hon. member for Too
wootn ba, :iYir. Groom, had walked out of 
the Chamber; but besides those nav1 ies he 
did not know of any population there, ex
cept a few settlers at Beauaraba. As he had 
pointed out alre:tdy, they were nearly all large 
landed proprietors there, and the hon. member 
for Darling Downs had borne him out. The hon. 
member for Darling Downs had also shown con
clu"ively that two-thirds of the electors residing 
·in the south-western corner were opposed to the 
dil"ision. Hon. members seemed to be under 
the impression that he did not know anything 
about that electorate, but he had been a good 
deal amongst the electors in that part of the 
colony. 

The PH.El\HER said the hon. mrmber made a 
bold statement, and sai(l that to his know ledge 
seven-ninths of the population in that electorate 
were in the sm1th-western corner. At the time 
the censns was taken the proportion there was 
about one-tenth, and where the hon. member got 
his knowledge from he (the Premier) did not 
know. ~When he contradicted facts of that kind 
he ,,honld do something more than make rt stnte
ment that tq his certain kno,vledge thing~ were so. 

The Ho:-.r. G. THOR0f said that the two 
members for Darling Downs had proved his 
statement. He did not know there was any 
population there except navvies, when the line 
was being n1ade. 

Mr. ALAXD said he did not belieYe the hon. 
men1ber for Fa . .,sifern kne\\ anything about the 
district of 13eanRrabn, or he would know that 
the selectot.3 were not confined to the town>' hip, 
but were to be fonnd in all the dibtrict ronnel 
about. As to the navvies on the railway line, 
the hon. member had been told-~and he ought to 
have accepted the assurance-that the tender for 
the Beauaraba line was not accepted when the 
census was taken, and consef[uently the navvies 
could not have been there. 

Mr. l\IORGAN said the hon. member for 
Northern Downs claimed that under the existing 
system the ele,>tors at the northern end of the 
electorate did not elect the members, and there
fore they should be cut off from the southern 
end; but that argument cut both ways. U ne! er 
the proposed division a large number of the 
electors at the ~Warwick end would be placed in 
precisely the position now occupiecl by the electors 
whom the hon. member wished to protect. If 
the hon. member showed that the electors to 
whom he referred were entitled to emancipation, 

his argument simply proved the force of the arg-u
ment that the men at the IV arwick end should 
not be placed in the position from which he 
songht to emancipate others. The people at the 
IV arwick end did not want to take any ad vantage 
of the people at Beauaraha or IV est brook, or any 
other part of Darling Downs ; but there were 
not sul!icient electors at the Beamtrabe. end to 
form a distinct electorate, and they had no right 
to poach on the population settled round \Var
wick, who had nothing in counlwn vvith thmn. 
They being in the minority must suffer, unless 
the Premier could amalgamate them with 
Aubigny, Korthern Downs, or anywhere else 
where their interests were more in common. But 
because there was a nest of selectors round 
Beauamba, was no reason why injustice should 
be clone to vV arwick ; and he held that the 
members for Darling Downs, and himself as 
member for IVarwick, were simply doing their 
duty in vrotesting against the contemplated 
injustice to people who had no interest in 
common with the people round Aubigny or 
Toowoornba. It was not a purely local f[uestion, 
and they had no desire to treat it as such. 
They had endeavoured to have the electorate 
so arranged that there should be community of 
interests, and that could be clone better by allow
ing the boundariestoremainastheywere. Accord
ing to the Premier's own showing the population 
around Leyburn, Canal Creek, and Back Plains 
amounted to about 1,000, and there were 2~0 
adult males. Those pe,ople had no sympathy 
with the Toowoomba end of the electorate, it 
was all with the southern end ; and if 250 were 
taken from the adult male population of 800, 
in the proposed Cambooya electomte, what would 
be left? Not sullicient to form an electorate, 
anclsn it was propo,ed to take from \Varwicksufti
cient to make up the rel]uired number. As to 
the number round Pittsworth and \Vestbrook, he 
was not in a position to show that the number of 
people mentioned were not there. He knew, 
however, that the returns from the polling
places in that part of the district were hardly 
large enough to be taken into serious considera~ 
tion in foreca,ting the result of an election. 
There had been a score or two at some place,, six 
or seven at others, and two at one. He admitted 
that there were conflicting- intere~ts in the elec
torate, one end abutting on rroowomuba and the 
other on IVarwick, but it wonlcl be better to give 
two members to the whole electorate than to 
make a divi,;ion. It was not true that the 
Darling Downs had clw;cys been revrescnted by 
men from the \Varwick end, because on one 
occilsion JI.Ir. \Villiam Graham defeated a 
gentletnan who had held officB as Pren1ier on t\vo 
or three occasions, and be WAtl very nnwh n1ore 
a Toowoomba man than a vVarwick man. If 
ever a man came from the Toowoomba end he 
would have a fair "how, )Jrovided he was a man 
of education and imbued with the spirit of fair 
play. If Toowoomba could produce 8Uch a man 
he had no doubt he would have a fair chance of 
being elected. 

J\Ir. L UJ\ILEY HILL said it was rather 
a.rnnsing to .-:;ee how the Darling Dovn1s doctors 
differed on the f!uestion. He was not intinuctely 
ac([uainted with the district, but he hat! been 
throngh it ; and after looking at the map he 
should say that the division was nearly as fair as 
pos,ible. In his opinion any electorate containing 
twenty-eight polling-places should be divided, and 
instead of returning two members jointly should 
return two me,nbers separately, because twenty· 
eight polling-places were tco many for any candi
date or pair of e:tndidates to look after properly. 
He could understand that a" the electorate was 
at present constituted with the bulk of the popu
lation about \Varwick, the people round Beau
araba would not think it worth while to go to 
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the poll, because whoever the people of \V >Lrwick 
chose to return would be retumed. He spoke 
feeliugly as to the number of polling-places. He 
had thirty-,me polling-places to look after in his 
electorate, one of which was California Gully, 
and he thought that twenty-eight polling-places 
were too nmny for one electorate. 

l\Tr. ALAND said he thought that too much 
of the local parochial style had been introduced 
into the q ne.,tion, and instead of regarding 
it as a qnestion whether the interests of Tno
woomba or those of \Vanvick were going to suffer 
by the proposed division, they should look at it 
in a broader light. Looking at the old electorate 
of Darling Downs, anyone could see that if a fair 
division could be made it ought to be nutde. 
He knew that the late member for Darling 
Downs, Mr. Miles, frefjnently told him that 
he thought his electorate should bee divided, 
n,nd that it wa~ impossible for a member repre
senting it to do perfect justice to every p;trt of 
the electomt~, as it comprised such a lar~e area 
of country an~ had so 1nany centres of populaM 
tion. He (~lr. Ahtnd) thought that anyone 
looking at the division which had been proposed 
by the Premier could not but .~ce that if the 
electorate was to he divided the division was 
certainly a fair one. There was one portion of 
the electorate whose interests were more iden
tified with Toowoomba than with ·warwick. 
That fact coulLl not be gainsaid or overlooked. 
But, on the other hand, there was a large portion 
whose interests were identical with those of \Var
wick. If it was possible to keep thnse interests 
intact, they should do so, of comse. He thoug-ht it 
was to be regretted that so m<1ny smart things had 
been said over the matter. The hon. member for 
\Varwick insinuated just now, " Can any good 
come out of~ azareth ?" But as far as intelligence, 
respectability, and competency were concerned, 
he (1\'Ir. Aland) thought Toowoomb<> could !Jro
duce as many representative men as the place 
from which the hon. member hailed. He was 
not ::tware that Toowoomba would endeavour to 
bring out a man for that portion of the Darling 
Downs electorate-he did not think they would 
-but at all event£> the hon. member coulcl depend 
upon it that there were plenty of men in the 
neighbourhood who were equal to the majority 
of the people living in the district which the hon. 
member so ably represented. 

Mr. ALLA~ said he was very glad to see that 
the hon. member for Drayton and Toowoumba, 
l\Ir. Aland, did not agree with hit> colleague, in 
that he coulLl see that the electorate of Cam
booya was not homogeneous, and that he ad
mitted directly and straightforwardly tlutt the 
interests of the northern and southern parts of 
the electorate were not in common. That was 
the position he (:\lr. Allan) had taken up, and 
he thought that part of the clcctorate-wlwse 
interests were identified with the 'ruowoomba 
district-might be tacked on, if possible, to some 
electorate at the Toowoomba end with which it 
would have interests in common. \Yith reference 
to the population of the electorate, he would 
]Joint out that the total population of Cambooya 
was 8,583, adult males 2,037; anrl out of that 
number there were in favour of the proposal of 
the Government 1,62-1 of the gross population, or 
324 adult males. 

l\Ir. l\'IORGA~ said he would like to impress 
upon the Premier very strongly that they looked 
on the proposed division as a very grave injustice 
to the southern part of the electorate. There 
was no doubt that there was a lot in what the 
hon. member for Drayton and Toowoomha, liir. 
Alancl, stated-that there were a number of 
electors about Cambooya who were intimately 
associated with Toowoomba. They were quite 
prepared to concede that, but on the other hand 

they objected, as he Httid before, ant1 regretted to 
lmve to repeat, to Cambooya being stretched 
clown south to within twenty miles of \Varwick, 
nnd embracing n, population which had no 
sympathy with the northern end of the electorate. 
If Cambooya could command representation 
by reason of its population, whether gross 
or male adult, there could be no objection 
to its having- a member, bnt it was in that 
uubal'PY position that it had not sufficient popula
tion to entitle it to one representative. They 
surely were not tn be made to suffer for that state 
of things, and he thought that if the Premier 
would put his mind to it he might dispose of the 
Toowoomba end of the electorate by tacking it 
on to Aubigny or Northern Downs, and allowing 
Darling Downs to retain its two m em hers. 
Neither he nor the members for Darling Downs 
wished to take advantage of the people at the 
other end of the electorate, but they objected 
to the Toowoomba end encroaching on \Varwick. 

The PTIEJ\IIEH said he could assure the 
hon. member th"t he httd given the matter 
a Yery greut deal of comideration. He h;td 
had the ad vantage of consulting all the 
members for Darling· Downs as to what 
would be '" proper di .-ision and everything 
else before the Bill was brought in. \Vhen he 
said the members fur Darling Downs he included 
the hon. member for \Varwick, l\Ir. l\Iorgan. 
.As far as be could understand, King's Creek was 
the proper line of division. It seemed to him, from 
the speeches of the hon. member who had just sa.t 
down ami some others, that the alternatives 
from their point of view, were either to disft·an
chise 300 or 400 people, or about 100 adults, in 
the southern part of Cambnoya, or to di,fran
chise all the remaining population of Cambooya, 
which was about 3,ii00, the number of adult 
males being nearly !lOO. That was practically 
what their proposal amounted to. If he could see 
that it was the right thing to do he would cer
tainly vote for the amendment ; but as br as he 
could see it seemed a much fairer thing to divide 
that enormous electorate. 

:i\Ir. KJ£LLETT said he thought most mem
bers recognised the difficulty there was in 
framing a Redis,tribution Bill, but he thought 
that any member who had hettrd the speeches of 
the members for the clistrict of Darling Downs 
must corn" to the conclusion that the Cambonya 
electorate as it now stood would not be a fair and 
equitable division. Ho knew that part of the 
di,trict as well as most people, and he certainly 
was of opinion that the Beauaraba portion might 
very well beatt.:wheLI to the TO<moomba end; bnt 
he was certain that tbe other part of the elec
torate did not belong to it. He had no interest 
in \Yarwick, but he knew that what the hon. 
member for \Varwick aud the hon. member for 
Darling DownR ~aid was quite corrcct-nanwly, 
the people in all the other parts of the elec
tomte did their husine·o-< with \Varwick. That was 
a proof of where their iutcre"t lay, and he was 
satisfied that it would be a gre;tt injustice to the 
majority of the people of the electorate if the 
proposed division were carried ont, and that they 
would be in a better position if the present boun
daries were retained. 

l\Ir. BULCOCK said it struck him that the 
discussion so far, especially on the part of the 
members for the district, had been of a very 
parochial character. He could conceive of cir
cumstances when Toowoomba and \V arwick 
would have no differences oi interest. As 
harl heeu said that evening, when the vexed 
railway f]Uestion was settled they would 
]'robably be united on nearly every point. 
The argument used by several hon. members 
seemed to he that there should be a kind of 
plebiscite taken; that the electors should be asked 
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how the electorates should be divided. One of the 
greatest objections to retaining the electorate of 
Darling Downs was that the number of polling
places-namely, twenty-eight-was altogether too 
grc:1t. Besides tlmt, the present boundaries were 
not fair. It was quite possible that the interests of 
the majority in one part of the electorate migbt 
completely swamp the voice of another portion of 
the electorate. If the .electomte was divided as 
proposed, a more correct record of the voice of 
the majority of the people would be obtained 
than if the present large electorate were retained. 
He hoped the Premier would not consent to the 
electorate ren1aining as at present and returning 
two members, as there could be no doubt that 
single electorates were in every respect more 
convenient. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put, and the 
Committee divided:-

AYEs, 25. 
SirS. 1Y. Griffith, :V!e~srs. Rutledgo, Jordan, Dutton, 

:Jioreton, :Jiorchc:Ld, Dick::,on, Shcridan. Jcssop, Bailey, 
Adams, J,umley Hill, .Jie::Uaster, S. \V. Brool\:s, Norlon, 
\Vakcfield, Buleoek, Bucl\land, Lalor, White, Isambcrt, 
\V. llrookes, Aland, :\'ebon, and Groom. 

~OES, 17. 
l\Ics-.rs. IImnilton, Foxton, :\!organ, Foote, Kcllctt, 

Chnbb, PaUison, Donaldson. Ferguson, Phi1p, Salkeld, 
Palmer, Thorn, :J:Iacfarlane, Allan, .:Uurphy, and Katcs. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

The PREMIER said if there were no other 
amendments, or if there was no amendment to 
be proposed before line 43, he would move that 
the wordE ".1\Iurilla, one member" be inserted. 

1fr. MORGAN said the fact that they had 
been defeated did not alter his opinion about the 
injustice of the division in the least. He believed 
that a very large section of the community at 
the ·warwick end of the Ctmbooya electorate 
would be most unjustly treated if the electorate 
was allowed to pass as mapped ont, and for his 
part he felt disposed to fight the battle a great 
deal longer on the Cunningharn electorate to 
come on hereafter. There was no use repeat
ing wh:tt he had already said. Thy did not 
want to do injustice to the electors at the Ton
woomba end, but he, for one, had strong objec
tion to allowing any portion of the population 
who did business with and had interests in 
common with \V arwick to he handed over to the 
Camhooya people simply to enable them to keep 
enough )JOpulation to entitle them to one mem
ber. That was his feeling in the matter, and if 
the 1nernbers for Darling Downs \vould make up 
their minds to fight it out he would go with 
them very heartily. 

Mr. GROO.M said hon. members should beCLr 
in mind-a,nd it was a fact which had not yet 
be~n me.ntioned, but which should be men
tioned-that it was owing to the decrE·ase in the 
population of \V arwick that there was any 
change in the Darling Downs electon>tes at all, 
and even the X orthern Downs electorate was 
wiped out in order that the representa
tion of \V arwick might be maintained. It 
was not owing to any decrease in the 
population of Toowoomba that that had to 
be done, or m I\ orthern Downs, but because 
the popuh>tion of \V arwick had decreased by 
over 500. In order to deal with that a large slice 
was taken out of Darling- Downs, to retain for 
Warwick the representation it had now. So 
far, therefore, from any injustice being done to 
\V arwick, the Premier had shown every desire 
to give that end of the district its proper share 
of rer•resentation. As a matter of fnct, it was 
suggested that they should unite a portion of 
Darling Downs and \V arwick into one district 
and give it two members. A considerable number 
of the people on the Downs thought that would be 

fairer than to wipe out Northern Downs, in order 
that representation should be given to the southern 
end of the district. There was this further to be 
said : The late member for Darling Downs had 
st>tted over and over again to members of that 
House that as the Darling Downs electorate was 
at present arranger! he did not care to have to 
conte't it ; anrl the last time that gentleman con
tested it it cost him £800-a very nice sum for a 
man to h;,ve to pay to get into that House. They 
could hardly wonder at it when they considered 
the extent of that electorate. \Vhen the junior 
member for Darling Downs, 1Ir. Allan, first 
contested that electorate the amount of expenses 
that gentleman was said to have incurred was 
something enormous. He \Vas only giving 
the rumour, but when hon. members considered 
that there were no le,s than twenty-eight 
polling-places in that enormous electorate and 
that there had to be a scrutineer at every 
place, with poll-clerks and other expenses, they 
would see that there must l.le an enormous 
expenditure in contesting that electorate. So 

· that e\ en in justice to the men who desired to 
obtain a seat in that House, the division of the 
Darling Downs electorate was fair and eqnita ble 
under the circmnstances. He thought it should 
be known that it was the decrease in population 
in \Varwick which cnused the lllteration of the 
various electorates of the Downs and the ultimate 
wiping out of the Northern Downs electorate, 
and under the circumstm1ces the Premier, so far 
from being guilty of unfairness to IV arwick, had 
shown every disposition to be fair and equitable 
in apportioning the representation. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he knew some
thing about the expenses of elections for Darling 
Downs, and he could tell the Committee that all 
the expense was at the Toowoomba end. So far 
as the size of the electorate w.:ts concerned the 
proposed electorate of Oambooya was almost as 
large as the old electorate of Darling Downs, 
and he did not see how they·could have less than 
twenty polling-places in it. 

Mr. M ORGAN said with regard to what the 
hon. member for Toowoomba, JYlr. Groom, had 
said about the decrease of population in IV ar
wick, it was more apparent than real, and to 
say that that had given rise to the necessity for 
the alterations of lwundariee was nothing better 
than a fiction. He would point out that the 
electorate of \V arwick as it stood had a larger 
population than about a dozen of proposed new 
electorates under the Bill. That was a fact that 
could be ascertained by looking at the figures. 
The hon. gentlcwan could not, of course, lose tbe 
Ol•pnrtunity of having a cut at IVar\vick, a town 
whose doom that hon. gentleman had predicted 
many years ago in that House. It still survived, 
however, notwithstanding that prediction. They 
werP not fighting the question as one between 
\Varwick and Toowoomba. He had repudiated 
that at the outset, and he did so again. \Vhat 
he did olJject to was that the population at 
the southern end should be handed over to 
make a sufficient total population to justify 
Cambooya being made an electorate by itself. 
They were to be made to suffer because 
Pittsworth, \Vestbrook, and the places around 
Cambooya had not sufficient population to entitle 
them to a member of their own. That was the 
injustice he complained of, and the Premier 
was not justified in handing over the people of 
Canal Creek, Thane's Creek, and Back Plains 
to Cambooya. The hem. member for 'roo .. 
woomba said it was suggested that Warwick 
and a portion of Darling Downs should be 
combined, bnt he would ask who made the 
suggestion? He objected to anything o£ the kind 
bemg done. They were entitled to two members 
distinctly, and nobody could deny them that; 
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but what they wanted was to wipe out the pro
posed central line and retain the Darling Downs 
with two members, and that the population, 
wherever it might be, should return the represen
tatives. He was prepared to give 'roowoomba 
all the population it was entitled to at the 'l'oo
woomba end, but they shonld not deprive the 
people of the Warwick end of population in sym
pathy with vV arwick. 

Mr. ALLAN said there was one remark made 
by the h<m. member for Toowoomba, J\Ir. Groom, 
concerning the expense of the election which he 
{Mr. Allan} had contested, and the hon. member 
very kindly ad vacated their cause in that way by 
saying it was absurd that they shoulrl be put to 
so much expense, and that for tlmt reason, if for 
no other, the division should be made. He 
thought they were themselves the best juclges of 
th><t. If he and his colleague in the representcttion 
of the Darling Down,; {Mr. Kates) chose to run for 
the electorate and go to that eno1·mous expense, 
it showed they were prepared to stwrifice some
thing for the constituency. They had undertaken 
double the work and double the expense, in order 
to study as far as they could the interests of 
the constituency. The Committee must under
stand that in the present arrangement five-sixths 
of the Cambooya and Cunninglmm electorates 
w><s handed over to one-sixth. In doing that he 
believed the Government were making a 
mistake, which they would one day have to 
regret. The Committee should also recollect 
that that was not done on account of a part 
being taken from the Darling Downs, but on 
account of a part being added to it. \Vestbrook 
and Jondaryan added to Cambooya was the one
sixth added to make up the electorate, and the 
other five-sixths of the electorate was handed over 
to it. 

Mr. M ORGAN said that if area was a sufficient 
basis for division, why did they not put a dividing 
line through the Burke electorate? vVhere was the 
sympathy of the member for Toowoomba when 
that electorate was under discussion? vVhy was 
no such claim put in for consideration in that 
case? It was evidently not thought necessary, 
but the Darling Downs was being divided 
and it would thus give ;I'oowoomba another 
member. That was the plain English of the 
thing. It would swell Toowoomba influence in 
that Chamber, and he contencled Toowoomba 
influence was already too strong there. That was 
his opinion and the opinion of a very large 
portion of the people of the Darling Downs. It 
was clear, therefore, that area was not a sufficient 
justification for the division. 

Mr. ALAND said he was not aware that the 
members for Toowoomba exercisecl so much 
influence in that Chamber. In fact, he was 
beginning to feel that it was rather the clther 
way about. He could tell the hon. member for 
IV arwick, however, that any influence they had 
they tried to exert for the public good. 

Mr. KATES said the members for Toowoomba 
not only had undue influence in that Chamber 
but also in the other. Something had been said 
about the decrease of population in \Varwick. 
There had been some decrease there certainly ; 
but where had the people gone to'? They had 
simply gone a few miles out of vVarwick to settle 
upon the land. To his knowledge forty or fifty 
people had gone from vV arwick to settle on the 
Allora exchanged lands, so that they were still 
on the Darling· Downs. He must protest against 
the action of the Government in that matter. 
There was no doubt that injustice had been done 
to the people of the D'~rling Downs by the 
Government allowing the amendment to be 
defeated, He would not have supported the 
amendment had he not known that out of 2,060 

electors on the Darling Downs 1,6"0 of them 
were in favour of the retention of the old boun
daries, and that had been frustrated by the action 
of the Government. 

Question-That the clause as amended stand 
part of the Bill-put. 

Mr. DICKSON said it was proposed to divide 
the Enoggera electorate into four constituencies. 
He unclerstood that some further alteration of 
boundaries was contemplated, and before pro
ceeding further he would ask the Premier what 
wets proposed to be done in that direction. He 
understood thrrt it was intended to extend the 
boundary of Fmtitude VnJley to Breakfast 
Creek, bi1t it would, as a matter of course, involve 
alterations in other portions of the proposed new 
electomtes. He wished to know if it was the 
Premier's intention to extend the boundary of 
Fortitude Valley to Breakfast Creek, and if so, 
what portion of the west would be added to 
Toombul in order to bring it up to the popula
tion standard? 

The PREMIETI said it had been suggested 
to him that Breakfast Creek would be a more 
convenient boundary for the V alley, and so, no 
doubt, it would. It would increase the popula
tion of the Valley hy 1,i500 people, and 388 male 
adults, increasing the total population of the 
electorate from 13,395, with an adult male 
population of 3,512, to a total population of 
14,900, with an adult male population of 3,900. 
The decrease in the population in Toombul 
would be, of course, exactly the same amount; 
its population would then be 4,900, with an 
adult male population of rather less than 1,000, 
which was too small for a constituency in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the metropolis. 
That could be remedied conveniently, so far as 
boundaries were concerned, by extending the 
W6stern bocmdary of Toombul westward from 
the Bowen Bridge road, which was the boun
dary proposed in the Bill, to the western boun
dary of the shire of vVindsor-the road from 
Kelvin Grove northward. That would make up 
the population of Toombul to the requisite 
number; but it would reduce the population 
of Enoggera by about 1,400, and 350 adult 
males-he was citing the numbers from memory 
-leaving it with a population of 4,900, and 
an adult male population of 1,230. It had 
been suggested that a line should be taken 
between the Bowen Bridge road and the great 
Northern, or Samford, road. There was another 
road between the two, which might, perhaps, 
still more conveniently divide the people who 
came into town by the Bowen Bridge road from 
those who came into town by the Samford road. 
That would make the population rather less 
than he had stated, and the population of Enoggera 
rather more. In both cases it would be a little 
over 5,000. Of course, the extension of Forti
tude V alley to Breakfast Creek was the key to 
the whole, for if that was done the other altera
tions would have to be made. 

Mr. J\Ic:MASTER said that Breakfast Creek 
would make a very much more natural and defi
nite boundary to ]'ortitude V alley than the pre
sent boundary. The present boundary was an 
extremely awkward one, cutting across the centre 
of BowPn Hills aud going in a circle round the 
streets in that locality. That would lead to a 
great deal of difficulty through persons not know
ing which electorate they were residing in. 
Some would belitve they were in Toombul while 
they were really in Fortitude Valley, and vice 
verso. As to Toombul, he believed that if 
the census were taken there now it would be 
found that there had been a very large increase 
in the population. There had been a marvel
lous increar'e around the Albion and out towards 
the racecourse within the last twelve months, 
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houses having sprung up there in all directions. 
"With regard to extending the electorate fnrther, 
he did not know how the representati,·es of 
Rnoggerrt would feel on th~tt point; bnt he 
should be very much inclined to extend the boun
dary of the electorate to Brertkfrt3t Creek, as 
being a boundary easily understood. 

Mr. DICKSON said that, while he hac! always 
regarded that portion of the electorate between 
Stmtton and Breakhst Creek as being part 
of I~noggera, with \vhich it had been con
necte(l ever since Ennggera hn,d been fonned, 
he did not rise to make any objection to 
the extension of the Vallc·1· electorate to 
Breakfast Creek if it were n1nre convenient. 
He ditl not think there wccs very much com
munity of intere•;t between the V alley and the 
neighbourhood of N ew~tead and Breakfa~t Creek; 
but at the same time, as the hon. member for 
l?ortitude Valley had pointed out, there was 
some danger of electors becorning confused 
through not knowing which electorate they were 
in, and on which rolls they should be enrolled. 
As he had said, he did not press any objection 
to the exten"ion to Brealditst Creek. 

The Ho:-r. G. THORN oaid, looking through 
the tables, he fonntl that the \V est Morcton group 
of electorate" had a popnbtion at the time of 
the last census of 8,617, while Bnndanba and 
Fassifern had 3,200, almost sufficient to gi re 
three members to those two electomteJ. Since 
then Bunclanba and hi' electorate, he pointed out 
the other clay, had increased by 50 per cent., but 
he had had occasion since to alter his opinion 
with regard to Bunchnba. He was now fully 
satisfied that the increase in that electorate had 
been 75 lJer cent. If a census were t"'ken to
morrow he believed it would be found that the 
number of adult males would be about 2,700 or 
2,800. \Vithin the last four months between 
GOO and 700 names had been put on the roll 
of that electorate. Last qmuter ther~ were 
300; this quarter there were about 3,;0 put 
on at Ipswich and Goodna ; rtbout 100 at 
Ipswich, and over 200 at Gooclna-about 330 
altogether. ,\t the pre"ent time that roll was, 
he believed, larger than the Ipswich roll, and 
yet the district returned only one member. Ho 
would therefore suggest to the Premier the 
propriety of giving those bvo electorateB-Bun
clanba and Fassifern-three members, which 
they were quite entitled to even after cutting 
off the portion on the other side of the Logan, 
which properly belonged to East Moreton. He 
would point out to the Premier that there 
had been a great incre~tse of popnlation in 
those districts, and that the mining popnla· 
tion of Bundanba was likely to be permanent. 
'l'hey were not people who were here to-day 
and g·one to-morrow, as had been said of 
the popnlation of some of their goldfields. He 
would also point out to the Premier that he had 
given a member to :\fount lYlorgan and two to 
Croydon, although at the time the census was 
taken there was very little population at either 
of those places, but they had increased very much 
since then. Seeing that the hon. gentleman was 
liberal to the Central and Northern divisions 
of the colony, he thought the leaot he conlcl 
do was to give the electorates of Bnndanba 
and l<'assifern, which was also a rapidly in
creac;ing electorate, three me m hers. At the time 
the census wa• taken they had a population of 
1,607 and 1,601 respectively-or about 3,200 
together; so that even on the present brrsis they 
were more entitled to three members than the 
Darling Downs group. They had a high~r 
average percentage of adults than the electorates 
of the Toowoomba group, and he hoped the 
Premier would see his way to adopt his sug
gestion. He was sure it would be pleasing to 
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the people of \Vest 1\Ioreton, who were rather 
dissatisfied at not getting any increase to their 
representation. Seeing that the Premier had 
been good allronnrl, he thonght the ler~st he could 
do was to give those two electomtes another 
n1entber. 

The PRE:\IIER said the hon. gentleman's 
statement that the population of Bnndanba had 
increasPd by 75 per cent. since the taking of the 
census 1uight or rnight not be true; he would 
proceed to ex:1,n1ine the hon. gentlmnan'R reason 
for making the statement. The hon. gentleman 
sctid 800 or aoo names had been put on the roll 
lately. As " matter of fact, there were 3-±3 
names added in the July quarter, and t>bout 300 
during the present quarter. That did amount to 
73 per cent. of the names on the roll, but it did 
not p1·ove that the population had increased by 
75 per cent. ; because, out of the 1,G07 male 
adults in Bnnclanlm at the time of the 
census, only 782 had their names on the roll. 
He supposed the adrlitimml names were those 
of voters who had not their names on the roll 
at that time. Even if all the names put. in up 
to the present time were added to the roll, they 
would come to less than 1,-±50 out of an adult 
male population of 1, GOO, tts shown by the 
census. Thrtt, too, was the popubtion of the 
vresent electomte of Bundanba, which it was 
proposed to very matel'ially reduce by the Bill. 
The hon. gentleman said the \Yest }\Ioreton 
gmup was entitlerl to an additional member. 
J'\ow, the \Vest J\Ioreton group, of course, 
conBistecl of several constituencies. The con
stituency of Ip.swich had boundaries which 
had been fixed for a long time, and which 
it was not proposed to alter. If they were 
altered it must be for the purpose of taking in 
some of the surrounding country. The boun
daries now were convenient, though certainly the 
population was rather small-a total popula
tion of 8,D74, and an adult male population of 
2,1!)2. It was one of the snmllest double con
stituencies in the colony, and they could not claim 
three members for that. Then the constituency of 
Stanley had n"'tuml boundaries. It had a popula
tion of 8,G85, with 2,318 adult males, and that 
was not more than enough to entitle it to two 
members. \Vhere was the additional member 
to come in? Those were the constituencies that 
stood by themselves. Stanley could not well he 
added to either on the east or west ; it was 
bounded on the west by tbe Main Eange, and on 
the east by the Little LiYerpool Hange. It could 
not be joined to anything else, nor could any
thing else be joined to it. The population of 
Rosewoocl wr~s too snmll. 'l'hey were reduced, 
therefore, to the two constituencies, Bundanba 
and J''assifern. The present combined popu
lation of those electorates was ll,i'iOO nearly, 
and the adult male population 3,200. That 
was not enough for three members. The ad
ditional population the hon. gentleman spoke 
of was in the mining district about Bund:;mba. 
No doubt there had been a considerable incrertse 
there, but not a greater increase, he thought, 
than had taken plac" in many parts of the 
colony-certainly not enough to entitle it to 
another member. The place which had lwcome 
too large was Fassifern, where the population 
had become 5,811, and the adult male population 
1,G01, but that, as he had previously pointed out, 
was in consequence of the inclusion in Fassifern 
uf a district that did not properly belong to it, but 
was added toitat the last redistribution in order to 
entitle it to a member, which it would not other
wise have been entitled to receive. \Vhrtt was 
proposed was to restore, as nearly as existing 
circumstances wonlcl allow, the natural boundary 
between the Fassifern district and the Logan. 
The fact was that an additional member was 
given to the south-eastern portion of the colony, 
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which was composed of part of the electorate of 
Logan and part of the electorate of Fassifern, 
the greater part bP.longing to the electorate of 
:B'assifern; so that the additional memuer for the 
Logan waR practically an additional rnember for 
:B'assifem-they were getting ahout two-thirds of 
the member. Those things could not be arranged 
mathematically, but the Government had made 
the best division they could. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he was satisfied 
that if the boundaries were rearranged in that 
way it would be very difficult to get the names 
on the proper rolls. It wonld require expert,, 
who knew the po;,ition of every man's selection, 
and so on, to pnt them on the proper rolls. 
He wished to facilitate matters so that the 
election might take pbce quickly; that was 
why he had not wished the boundarie.s me<ldled 
with. A great increase of population had taken 
place in theStanleydistrict: about eighty-six fresh 
names had been put on the roll the other morning. 
Now, he thought that a district might he carved 
out away from metropolitan influence in the upper 
part of Moreton, taking in part of Burnett and 
the Nanango Gold Field. That, he believed, 
would be a good goldfield. There was machi
nery on the way now from :Melbourne, a battery 
of twenty stampers. In that district, under 
wise administration by the Minister for Lands, 
he believed that 1,000 people might be settled 
within the next twelve months. If a new elec
torate were formed there he believed it would 
be satisfactory to all parties. He saw the 
leader of the Opposition smiling, but he thought 
that hon. member would be satisfied to see a new 
electorate away from Brisbane and Ipswich 
influence. He (:VIr. Thorn) did not care about 
the influence of those places. 

Mr. A::\TNEA!:t said he hoped the Premier was 
not going to fall in with the argument of the 
hon. member. He thought it most unreasonable. 
The members for \Vide Bay had a far stronger 
case than the members for \Vest Moreton had. 
He prewmed they had nothing to do with the 
electoral rolls. It was well known that one
third of the electors of the colony were nut on 
the rolls at all until the local revision court, 
which was held on the 4th of the present 
month, \Vide Bay and Burnett group had a 
total popu!tttion of 38,032, and an adult male 
population of 1,202 for each membP-r, and under 
the Bill they had nine members; \Vest Moreton 
had a popu!lltion of 30,605, and an adult male 
population of 1,128 for ench member. If the 
Premier were going to give way to the hrm. 
member for Fassifern, he was sure that the \Vide 
Bay bunch would go in for another member, as 
well as the Ip"wich bunch. He considered that 
\V est :Jioreton was over-represented. Every 
day the members who represented \V est i\Ioreton 
could jump into the train at Ipswich and be in 
Brisbane in an hour, while the members for 
\Vide Bay could not get to Brisbane under a 
couple of days. The \Vest Moreton people were 
very well treated, and had no reasou to be dis
satisfied. He trusted that the Premier would 
adhere to the lines he had laid down, so far as 
regarded the West Moreton group. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he would point 
out to the hon. member for l\Iaryborough that, 
according to the census, the population of \Vide 
Bay was 38,000, and that of \V est l'vloreton 
34,000. \Vide Bay had nine members; \Vest 
l\Ioreton seven. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he might raise the :lrgu
meut that the Burrum Coal Fields were increasing 
in population in just as large a proportion as any 
part of \Vest JUoreton. If hon. members would 
only look at the papers in the library they would 
see that at the last revision court there were 500 

or 600 men around Maryborough who had sent 
in their names to be placed on the rolls who 
were not on before. The figures he had quoted 
were those given in the last census returns, and 
he thought he could read correctly. The popu
lation of \Vest Moreton was 30,G95, and that of 
Wide Brty 38.213. 

Mr. KELLETT said he was sorry to have to 
correct the hon. member who said that the popu
lation of \V est l\Ioreton district, according to the 
last census, wns 30,000, as, in fact, it was 33,140, 
as ag-aim;t 38,000 in \Vide Rcy. \Vest More
ton had onlv RB\'811 rr1mnbers ::Ls ag-ajnst nine 
mem lJers, aml, of course, \Vide Bay was satisfied ; 
bnt the \Veqt l\Iorctnn people were not satisfied. 
He hnd only to look at two electorateil on the 
list, Fassifern and Bnndanba. By the last census 
returns the male adnlt population of those two 
e!Pctorates was 3,200, without taking into nccount 
the large increase they knew there had been 
there h;tely. That nuinber, divided into three, 
wonld g·ive l,OG7 male adults for each member, 
without including the large number that had 
gone there since. The Premier himself acknow
ledged that there had been an increase; but the 
popnlation was increasing rapidly, and more so 
than the hon. gentleman thought. If he visited 
that district and comparerl the number of houses 
there were with what there were when he wa~ 
there last time-which was when he was on his wtty 
to Engl:wd-he would hardly know the place. 
He could not see why the Government would not 
grant them another member. He did not think 
there was any district in the colony so much 
nnder-represented. There were 1,()00 male adults 
in Bundanba and 1,GOO in Fassifern, and he was 
8Ure that if three members were granted, when 
the elections came on, imtead of there beinf,; 1,057 
votes in each district, there would be some 1,200 or 
1,300. In spite of all the clipping that had been 
clone, he was fjUite sure that the next time the 
census was taken it would be found that the 
population of the \Vest Jli[oreton group had very 
largely increased ; nnd he should recommend the 
Premier to divide the Fassifern and Bundanba 
electorates, so that they would return three 
members instead of two. So far as Stanley was 
concerned, part had been clipped off, and he 
thought, as had been suggested, that N anango 
might be added to it. He had no objection 
to part of the St>mley electorate, as far Grow's 
Kest, being added to Aubigny, ns it did busi
ness with Toowoomba; but he thought they 
went a little too far when they inclnded the 
district around :Emu Creek. \Vhen Kilcoy and 
Byron were added to East l\Ioreton, they took 
another piece that belonged to the \Vest l\Ioreton 
district, and each of those placeq had a, popula
tion of eighty or ninety adult males; but those 
small numbers all counted up. J£ven now, he 
was sure the Premier would see they were 
entitled to another member. Then they would 
find that another piece was taken off Fassifern 
and added to the Logan. The Premier said that 
was really giving another member to Fassifern ; 
but he thought it was :;mother member for the East 
More ton and not for the \V est Moreton group. 
It wa,, only giving strength to another metro
politan constituency. He thought the metropolis 
was too well represented altogether, and for 
those reasons he could not see how the Premier 
in fairness cr,ulcl disallow their request. The 
simplest way would be, as he had said before, to 
give Bundanba and Fassifern three members. 
The second section of the Fa,,sifern railway had 
been opened to Dugandan, and hon. members 
must see that the population there would increase 
very fast. There were htrge f]Uantities of rich 
agricultural land there which had been nnculti
vrttecl simply on account of its distance from a 
railway station. Agricultural produce had been 
bringing very low prices lately, he regretted to 
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say, and the farmers could not afford to carry it 
very far. Now that they had a railway, the 
population would increase, and it wonl<l be 
proved at the election time that they were aBking 
for no more than they were entitled to. 

1\fr. BULCOCK S<tid he was somewhat amused 
at the immense inrre:1se in the population of the 
colony since the census wo.s taken. According 
to the statement he had heard in reference to the 
increase of population in certain electorates, 
there must be at least GOO,OOO people in the colony 
-the population had increase<! so amazingly! 
The popul:ttion of Bunrhnlm, for instance, had 
increased 100 per cent. Ho thought thm;e who 
had spoken lately had scarcely acted fairly in 
taking the old schedule in,tee~d of the schedule 
as now proposed. According to the schedule 
now propmed, the total population of the \Vide 
Bay and Burnett group was 38,032, the 
adult male population 10,822; the average ]Jer 
member being, general popubtion 4,22G, adult 
male popnhtion 1,202. It w>ts proposed to give 
seven mem!Jers to the \Vest :!\Ioreton gToup, with 
a general popubtinn of 30,6\l:J and an adult male 
population of 7,899 ; the average being·, general 
population 4,385, as against 4,226 in the \Vide 
Bay and Burnett ; an<l adult male population 
1, 128, as againstl,202 in the \Vide Bay and Burnett; 
sn that what the hon. memlJer for :!\I>tryborough, 
JYir. Annear, saicl was ([Uite correct-there was 
a difference of 8,000, not a difference of ii,OOO. As 
the proposed distribution wets now before the 
Committee that shoulcl in all fairness be taken, 
and not the old distribution. He thought the repre
sentatives of vVest JYioreton were very unreason
able. They were not very far from the metropolis; 
some portions of East JYioreton were a good deal 
farther. East Moreton stretched 100 miles from 
Brisbane in one direction and 60 miles in another. 
The hon. member for Stanley, '\Ir. Kellett, spoke 
about Nerang being one of the Metropolitan 
group-fifty miles away from Brisbane -and 
Ipswich-twenty·four mile" away-not being one 
of the Metropolitan group! The combined popula
tion of the East :!Yloreton and ·Metropolitan groups 
was 96,373, and if that general population was 
represented at the same rate as \V est :Yioreton was 
proposed to be represented-namely, one member 
for every 4,385-those two groups combined would 
have twenty-two membPrs ; and if the adult male 
population \vererepresented at the same rate they 
would have twenty.three and a-half members. 
Instead of that it was propo.sed to give them 
sixteen members; yet the \Vest JHoreton mem
bers complained that their district was under
represented, and that the Metropolitan and East 
Moreton groups were over-repre,ented. He 
would g-ive another example, comparing the 
West J\ioretcm group with the Southern pastoral 
and Darling Downs groups combined, which 
were far enough away from the metropolis, if 
distance had anything to do with the matter. 
The general population of Darling Downs was 
34,36±, and that of the Southern pastoral 
group 14,086, making a total of 48,450. It 
was proposed to give thirteen members to the 
two groups, the average being one for every 
3, 727 of general population and for every 1,122 
of adult male population. The vV est Moreton 
group gave an average of one lll8lnber for every 
4,285 general population and every 1,1\JS adult 
male population, so that there was a difference of 
(i38 in the general population, and a difference 
of six in the adult male population. \Vhere was 
the cause of complaint? vVhy was there all that 
talking, blocking, and haggling over another mem
ber' \Vhy should the \Vest Moreton g-roup of all 
others have an additional member? Surely they 
had received their share of the plums so far; and 
he did not see why they should cry out about 
their boundaries being altered. It was impossible 
to have a redistribution without an alteration of 

boundaries, and he thought it was, not to say 
ungenerous but exceeclingly unwise, to waste the 
time of the country in ac;king for something 
everybody could see they were not justly entitled 
to receive. 

Mr. M.\..CFARLANE said it was astonishing 
what figures could be made to show. The hon. 
member for Enoggera, :Mr. Bulcock, had pre
sented some fig-nres as the numbers would stand 
according· to the altered boundary, but by alter
ing the bouncbry they could get what fig-ures 
they liked. The hem. member said the vYest 
n.foreton rncn1bers were asking smnething very 
unreasonable, and thought they hnd received 
their share of the plums in the past; but it 
would be found, on examining the records, that 
\V est }Ioreton had not recei vecl more than its 
share of the plums since separation. The hon. 
memberfor "'iaryborough, }Ir. Annear, had fallen 
into the same mistake of arguing from the amended 
boundaries, whereas the contention of the 
\V e.st J\Ioreton representatives was that, being 
cm titled to an additional member under the old 
boundary, that boundary should not be interfered 
with. To enable the Toowoomba group to get 
an additional member, part of the vVest l'vioreton 
group was taken away; to improve the Logan, 
part of FasRifern was taken away, and to iln
prove East JYioreton part of Stanley was taken. 
Taking the proper basis-the old boundary-he 
would ask, was it rea•,onable that any group in 
the colony, he did not care which, entitled under 
the old division to an additional member should 
be interfered with in orcler that additional mem
bers might be given to other groups? It was not 
reasonable or fair that a district returning seven 
members should be reduced so as to improve the 
position of other districts. It had been said 
that the members for \Vest ]\loreton were asking 
for something unfair ; but they could not see, and 
could not be made to see that, because taking the 
altered boundaries altered the circumstances, 
and they were put into the position of de
Inanding more than \Vas fajr, right and just. 
It had been forgotten that the West Moreton 
group was a progressive group. It was not 
like the Maryborc>ugh and other districts. 
There Wets more ground taken up in vV est 
Moreton by ag-riculturists than in half·a-dozen 
other groups put together. _\..s to mining, 
the coal of the Burrum would never compete 
with the Ipswich coal, and the mines there would 
neyer employ one man for every ten employed at 
Bundanba. Bundanba was coming to the front 
at such a rate that he believed if the residents 
were counted it would be found that the num
ber had doubled dnring the last five years. 
Houses were going up by the half-dozen. Even 
if they took Ipswich itself they would find that 
it also was progressing very fast. He could 
guarantee that during the last three years 300 
cottages had gone up in Ipswich. There were 
no houses empty, and that might be taken 
as R. good sign of progress. Looking ft.t the 
whole of the circumstances, he thought they 
had made out a very good case for an additional 
member for vVest Moreton. They had coal
mining at Bnndanba, agriculture all over the 
district, and gold-mining at Nanango. He had 
heard something the la't clay or two about 
the mining at Nanango which would astonish 
hon. members ; the place was promising 
well and would be almost a second .l\Iount 
M organ. Since the census had been taken the 
population of the vV est Moreton district had 
greatly increased, and it was now entitled to more 
than one additional member-to one and a-half. 
Under the circumstances he thought they were 
not making an unreasonable demand, and he 
hoped the Premier w,1uld see his way to pnt them 
in the position they were in before the introduc
tion of that Bill. 
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The PRE:\iiER said hon. members com
plained without any reason. If they chose 
to put their fingers in their ears and not 
listen to arguments, of course they could 
'ay that they heard none given. He had 
pointed out several times where the increase 
of population had occurred. He had pointed 
out that the electorate of St"'nley was entitled to 
two members and no more, and that. the boun
daries of the electorate could not be extended 
either e"st or west ; that the electorate of 
Ipiwich was entitled to two members-certninly 
no more; t!Mt R•"ewood >1nd Bumbnba between 
them were entitled to two memh,rs ; and th>1t 
the increase lmd occurred entirely in the electo
rate of Fassifern. The fact was thttt the 
electorates of Fttssifern and Logan were entitled 
to three members between them. If hon. 
n1e1nberR cho~:;e to say that giving one Hlmnber 
to Fassifern proper, and two n1e111bers to 
the remainder of :Fassifern and the Logan 
was robbing the Ipswich district he could not 
help it; that was all. That was where the 
incre><se came in, and where the incrf':csed repre
sentation was proposed to be given. No hon. 
member had attempted to controvert his >1rgu
ments or show that the Stanley elcc,torate could 
be altered ftS to its bonndarie,, so as to he 
entitled to mme representation, or that the 
boundaries of Ipswich could be ,c,o altered as to 
entitle it to more represcntcttion. The argu
ments he had used remrtined unanswered ; they 
were not touched-no hem. memher hac! 
addressed , himself to them. The adeliticmal 
representation, as he had said before, was 
attributable to the increase of popubtion in 
Fassifern. Bnt that increase was not sufficient 
to entitle it to a member, though it otml the 
Logan together were entitled to three, which 
it W>1S proposed to give them. He httd thoug·ht 
that the old rivalry between the metropolis and 
Ipswich was dead, as it ought to be. There was 
a time when there was a fend between the two 
places ; but he had hoped it had become a matter 
of ancient hisLory. But re:tlly from what had 
been said by some hem. members that e'·ening it 
appeared likely to be again >1 matter of modern 
history. If hem. members could point out how 
a different anang·ement couH be made so as 
to g've the three members to the two di,tricts of 
Logan and Ji'assifern, which were entitled to 
three, he would have no objection to it. 
Reference had been m>1de to Nanango, hut it 
was not" matter of much consequence whether 
the 200 or 300 people at that place should be 
added to Stanley or not. Stanley at the present 
time was a very small electorate, and would bear 
adding to. As to the parish of Kilcoy, that also 
could be added without Stanley being entitled 
to increased repre•entation. 

Mr. SALKELD said the Premier had st>1ted 
that nothing had been 'aid to show how the 
boumhtries of the \V est :i\Ioreton group could be 
altered so as to entitle the district to an addi
tional member. He would endeavour tu show 
the hon. gentleman that there was a way by 
which that could be accomplished. The hon. 
gentleman had stated also that the boundaries 
oft he Stanley electorate conldnot be altered in any 
wtty whatever. Thnt was a very strong remark 
to make with regard to that electorate. He 
further stated that the increase of population 
had occurred in the Fassifern electorate ; if he 
would look at the tables he would see that Bun
danba and Rosewood had nearly 10,000 inhabi
tants. The suggestion he (Mr. Salkeld) would 
make was that the boundaries should be left as 
they were, with the exception of the part about 
Grow's Nest, which properly belonged to Too
woombtt. He understood that the people of 
N anango would like that part of the district to 
be thrown into Stanley. That might be done, 
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and the Stttnley electorate extended further 
up the Brisbane. Rosewood should take in 
the part west of the Hack Plains, whose 
interests were i'lentical with the interests of 
Rosewood. That electorate might extend across 
to the Pine Mountain, leaving the Bundanba 
electorate as it was proposed in the Bill. 
The IV est l'lloreton electorate bad been cut and 
cnned east, west, north, and south, to make np 
the population in other electorn,tes. Hon. mem
bers for \V est :Moreton did not see why that 
.>honld be clone, and thought that they were con
sultin(r the wishes of their con~tituents by asking 
the Go.-ernment to leave the boundaries as 
th8y were, and give thmn an additional n1ein
ber: The Premier hnd referred to the old 
feu<l between Ip.·nvich and Brisbane, and said he 
had thought it w'1s ttt n,n end, but he (:Mr. 
Sulkeld) beli"vuLl the remarks of the member for 
Bnoggera, ~Ir. Bulcock, \Vould have the effect 
of reviving that feud, or would go a long way 
towards reviving it. He had been told, and 1t 
was common rumour, that the hon. member for 
Enom,era had had " very considerable hand in 
sngg~~ting those cuttings and C;1rvings1 and 
the deep interest the hem. member took m the 
matter pointed in that direction, ,md raised a 
suspicion in his mind that really the hon. 
member had had something to do with the Hill. 
He knew the hon. member for Enoggera wanted 
to bluff the members representing West More
ton, but he would not find it so easy to 
bluff them n,s he thought. They had no in
tention of allowing anything of that kind. 
TheY httd considered the matter very carefully, 
and.it was the deliberate opinion of the members 
for the district-and they believed they repre
sented the feelings of their constituents-that an 
ttdditional member should be granted. The 
Government had departed from the original 
scheme. That was the ground he and other mem
br•rs took. They would have been quite willir~:g 
to Jet the cbims of \V est More ton pass 1f 
the Hill had been taken as n whole, and ht•1.m 
agreed to with minor nlterations only, but the 
Government had departed from the scheme 
by granting an additional member here and 
another there. He would, therefore, suggest 
that the best thing the Premier could do would 
be to withdr11w the Hill, and let hon. members 
"0 before their constituents as soon as possible. 
Th>1t w>1s the conclusion he had arrived at, and 
he thought it wtts the best thing to be done in 
the interests of the country, the Government, 
ttnd the pttrty. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B. H. 
Moreton) said that since last week he had com
municated with some of his constituents at 
1'\ anango, and had replies by wire from them. 
'rheir idea was that if they could have an electo
rate comprising the valley of Baramba, making 
N anango the chief centre, and also taking in 
a portion of Stanley, they would like it ; but 
if another fresh electorate was to be carved 
out of the vV est Moreton group, they did not 
wish to be in the Stanley electorate. They 
preferred to be in the Hurnett if the Isis Scrub 
was to be taken out of the Burnett. So that they 
wonld sooner remain in the Hurnett electorate 
with the boundaries now proposed. 

The HoN. G. THOR~ said that was the very 
sug.restion that he had made-that a new electo
rat.;'\e carved ant, reaching about fifty miles in 
a northern direction towards Httramba. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY 8otid the hon. 
member did not know what he was talking 
about. Baramba came much ne>1rer to N anango 
than he thoug·ht. 

JYir. SHERIDAN said the hon. member for 
Ips.wich, :Mr. Macfarlane, h>1d compared the 
Ipswich with the Maryborough district, but the 
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hon. member's argument was not based on 
any sound principles. Now, the population of 
Maryborough was 10,405, with an adult male 
population of 2,411, and returned two mem
bers to Parliament; the population o£ Ipswich 
and district was 8,974, with an adult male 
population of 2, 191, and returned two members 
to Parliament. It would be seen, therefore, 
that as far as representation was concerned 
Ipswich was mncb stronger than l\'Iaryborongh, 
Ipswich being but a suburb of Brisbane. It ''""s 
comeatable within an hour, whereas it took two 
days to reach the metropolis from the ·wide 
Bay district. As to the various products of the 
two places, he was sure that the \Vide Bay 
district could compare most favourably with 
Ipswich. As far as representation was concerned, 
he thought that Ipswich and the \Vest l\Toreton 
districts had made out no case for an additional 
member. 

The Hox. G. THORN said he had suggested 
that a new electorate be carved out awav from 
metropolitan influence and Ipswich influence, 
and the hon. member for Burnett backed up 
his opinion. The hon. gentleman said his 
constituents wished it, and would accept it. 
The matter of boundaries could he settled 
afterwards. He thought himself that a new 
electorate might be cnrved out. It had been 
suggested that Baramba might be the boundary. 
That was a very good boundary, and would 
include Esk, Kilcoy, and llnrundur. It 
would make a nice little electorate, the 
population in which was increasing very rapidly. 
It would have nearly as many adult males 
as the new electorate of Cambooya. ·what 
he suggested, the hon. member for Burnett 
had approved of, and he believed that would 
settle the matter. If they could get the Gov
ernment to carve out that electorate it would 
be immaterial to him how the boundaries went, 
so long as no Brisbane and no Ipswich influence 
was exercised in the electorate. 

Mr. \V AKEFIELD said it appeared to 
him the arguments of the hon. members for 
Ipswich amounted to this: that had the \Vest 
Moreton group been reduced to Ipswich they 
would still be entitled to the seven members. 
If the West JV(oreton group received another 
member the same privilege should not be 
refused to the East JHoreton group, because 
in the matter of population the East More
ton group had !lOO more general popula
tion and 230 more adult males per member 
than the West Moreton group. The hon. 
member for J!'assifern had complained several 
times about a portion of the Stanley electorate 
being taken from \Vest Jl.ioreton and added to :East 
Moreton. The residents of Kilcoy and Durundur 
and that district had identity of interests with Bris
bane. They did their business with Brisbane, but 
they had to go to Ipswich totransacttheir land busi
ness, and that was too hard upon them. He was 
willing to agree to a compromise of this kind--to 
have a new electorate carved out with Kilcoy 
and Durundur and let a new member be given to 
Eaot and West Moreton combined. 

Mr. ANNEAR said they had beard a great 
deal of an increase of population that had taken 
place in thf' Fassifern electorate since the 
census was taken; but he could show that a 
great decrease had taken place in the adult male 
population of that district, and it was a very 
fortunate thing for that electorate that the 
census was taken when it was. There was one 
railway contract in that district on which some 
300 men were employed, but it had since been 
completed and the men removed to another part 
of the colony. There was another contract there 
on which 300 or 400 men were employed when 
the cenSl!S was taken, but on which there were 

only about lOO employed at present. The hon. 
me m her for l<'assifern was so good a general in 
electioneering thttt he took good care to get the 
names of all those men put upon the roll. So 
that there were 500 or GOO arlult males less in that 
electorate than there were when the census was 
taken. The hon. members for \V est l\'Ioreton 
wanted to appear brave and to be able to go back 
to the electors and say, "Look what we did for 
you !" But it was too late-it was the last dying
kick at the end of the session. The hon. 
member for Ipswich, JI.Ir. JI.Iacfadane, said that 
they got no sops in Ipswich, but there was no 
other place in the colony so much nursed. 
Since the present Government came into power, 
they had only to go up and see the amount 
of money, wme £20,000 or £2ii,OOO, that was 
being spent there in buildings, and in remov
ing good hardwoorl hridges and substituting ir1)n 
bridges for them. It was a very pamdise for 
employment in the Government service. They 
would find three to one more men employed 
hy two private firms in JI.Iaryborough than the 
whole of the Ipswich firms employed in con
tract work. They were employed in l\'Iary
borongh in work for the whole of the colony. 
The firms there were making four or five quartz 
crushing machines for the Croydon Golrl J!'ield. 
They made machinery there for the Gympie 
Gold Field, and for all parts of the colony, and 
they even sent some home to London. \Vhen 
the:~ talked about Ipswich, therefore Ipswich 
was a mere bcthy to 1VIaryborough in her manu
factories. \\"hat he felt most proud of in con
nection with the electorate, was the large numl1er 
of men employed by private firms and not by the 
Government. 

J\ir. MACJ!'ARLANE: They are doing Gov
ernn1ent work. 

Mr. ANNEAR said they were doing Govern
ment work because they were the lowest tenderers 
for it. The hon. members for \Vest Moreton had 
nothing to complain of, and if they insisted upon 
having another n1err1ber, the n1en1bers representing 
the \Yide Bay district would also insist upon having 
a couple of more members. They had a popu
lation in the Wide Bay district of 38,032, whilst 
the \Vest Jl.loreton district had only 30,G95 when 
the last census was taken, and he was sure if the 
census was taken that day the hon. member 'for 
Fassifern would flnd that there were 500 less 
arlult males that day in that electorate than there 
were when the census was taken. 

Mr. FOOTE said he had listened with some 
degree of interest to the bombastic speech they 
had heard from the hon. member who had just 
sat down. The bon. member was very loud in 
speaking and very tall in his expressions, and 
he alwa,ys said, "I am sure." He (Mr. Foote) 
thought oftentimes the hon. member was not so 
very sure. The bon. member bad made some 
very ludicrous references to Ipswich and the iron 
bridges that were being built over the railway. 
The Ipswich people got nothing more out of them 
than they would out of a bridge built at Roma 
or any other place. One thing- he might mention 
was that no member representing a portion of 
the West Jl.ioreton group had ever interviewed 
the Government as to the kind of bridge that 
should be erected in the district ; and what was 
more, a great many of them looked upon the 
money spent upon those bridges as wasteful 
expenditure which might easily have been 
avoided. The whole of the bridges, he supposed, 
were made in England and brought out here, and 
their mere erection in the district was the only 
advantage Ipswich got out of them. The hon. 
member appeared to be a very clever man, 
and appeared to be in the eminently satisfactory 
position that he was perfectly satisfied with 
the electorate which he represented, and that its 
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inhabitants were most peaceful and prosperous 
people. He (Mr. J!'oote) hoped they were, and 
would continue to be so. The hon. member 
alluded to lYhryborough in contrast with Ips
wich, and with a view to depreciate Ipswich. 
But he lmd heard no one compare Ipswich to 
Maryburough, or expre:;s the slightest desire to 
do so. He wcts himself very glad to hear of the 
enterprise in J'IIaryboroug-h in the iron trade, 
and he hoped it would continue to be success
ful; but he would tell them that the Gov
erninent could not go on borrowing at the 
rate they had been borrowing for a long time, 
and their prosperity greatly depended upon the 
money borrowed by the Government, some of 
which was being spent in the manufacture 
of hopper barges, for which the lYiaryborough 
firms were the contractors. He was glad that 
the n1oney was not going out of the country, 
and that the Maryborough firms did get the 
contract for these barges. At the same time he 
thought the hon. member might exerci.se a little 
common sense and not be bawling out in that 
House every time he got on his legs abnnt lYlary
borough and what 1\faryborough was doing. 
Even if the hon. member never went back there 
agn.in, or 'vas never returned again for 1\iary
borough-although he was, doubtleR~, a very in1-
portant member of society-the people there would 
pm~sibly not rniss hitn for a very great length of 
time. lteverting to the subject under discussion, 
it was really of no use quoting figures. Every 
member who quoted figuree made them prove 
whatever he wanted them to prove. He did not 
want to stir up the Premier's anger, but hoped 
the hon. gentleman would view the question in 
a plain common-sense light, so that justice might 
be done to the very lMge and important interest 
which they were advocating. The Premier ad
mitted the other night that had the boundm·ies 
remained as they were, the \V est J\Ioreton group 
would have been entitled to another member. 

The PRKMIEH, : No. 
:Mr. FOOTE said that was what he under

stood the hon. gentleman to say. He had not 
seen it in H(tnsanl, but he dared say he could lay 
his finger upon it at a later hour of the evening. 
However, the Premier said that \V est .iHoreton 
had an additional member which he ha<l given to 
Logan. 

'rhe PREMIER : It is given to Fassifern and 
Logan together. 

:Mr. FOOTE said he must have misunderstood 
the hon. gentleman. He understood the hon. 
gentleman to say that the Fassifern electorate 
wa~ divided at a certain point so as to serve the 
interests of both sides ; and that, in order to 
make up the population of Fassifern, a portion 
of the Bundanba electorate was tacked on to it. 
The hon. gentleman also said a fe"' minutes ago, 
whether Logan and :Fassifern were bunched 
together and returned two members, or whether 
they got one each separately, it was a matter of 
perfect indifference to him. 

The PREMIER: Somebody else must have 
said that ; I did not. 

Mr. :FOOTE said that was what he understood 
the hon. gentleman to have said. No doubt the 
East :Nioreton members were perfectly satisfied; 
they had got two additional members. The \Vest 
Nloreton members would be satisfied with one, 
and they felt it their duty to argue the point out. 
There had, no doubt, been a large increase in the 
population of \V est Moreton, and that ought to 
be taken into consideration. He need only refer 
hon. members to the 1\Iount Morgan electorate 
and to the Croydon electorate, to which additiomtl 
members had been given. If the b<tsis of the 
census returns had been strictly adhered to with 
reference to those places, they would never have 

received additional representation. In order to 
maintain the equilibrium of representation, there
fore it was only fair that an additional member 
should be granted to \Ve5t l'!Ioreton. He had no 
wish to take np the time of the Committee by 
going ovm· the old arguments again, and he hoped 
they should not be compelled to do so. They 
thought it was a point that ought to be conceded, 
and he trusted the Premier would do so grace
fully in th~ interests of the \Ve:Jt Moreton group. 

The PREMIER said it would be much more 
convenient if the hon. member would make some 
definite proposition, such as that li'assifern 
should have two members, or something of that 
kind. They could then Llispose of it ; at present 
they were simply talking at large. If the hon. 
member coul<l show how Fassifern could make 
up its necessary population the Government 
might yield; but as it was, they could do 
nothing. 

Mr. BULCOCK said the hon. member for 
Ipswich, Mr. Salkeld, had made a statement 
which surprised him. That hon. member said it 
was reported in Ipswich that he (Mr. Bulcock) 
had had something to do with carving out the 
electorates. He mig·ht say at once that he never 
knew anything at all about it; that he was never 
asked for any suggestions, and never volunteered 
any. It was not until last week th:1t he knew 
th»t the IV est 1foreton group had been carved 
in any way. That hon. gentleman told him, 
when the Bill came before the House, that he 
consiclered it a very fair and equitable measure. 
As to the particular question before the Com
mittee he felt satisfied that the \Vest Moreton 
members had no reason to complain of what was 
proposed in the Bill. 

The HoN. G. THORN asked how the Premier 
proposed to carve out a part of Fassifern on tho 
other side of the Logan? 

The PRK\IIER said he could not make any 
proposition. He had made the best proposition 
he could, and the hon. member had not suggested 
any improvement. 

The Ho:-~. G. THORN asked if the Premier 
intended to run the dividing line north and 
south, or east and west, as proposed by the Bill? 
From what he had heard from his constituents 
he gathered that a north and south line would 
be more acceptable to the people living in the 
Logan district. There was a good range-the 
Darlington Range-which went down as far as 
Yatala, which would form a good natural boun
dary. Did the Premier propose to adopt that 
line, or did he intencl to stick to the east-and
west line, as scheduled in the Bill? 

The PREMIER said he did not intend to pro
pose any alteration in the boundaries. He had 
received information from various parts of the 
electorate, and from the best information he 
could get the boundaries as proposed in the Bill 
were most satisfactory. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he could tell the 
hon. gentleman that rather than that part of the 
district should be add~d on to Southport the 
people would prefer to remain as they were, and 
he should move as an amendment that Fassifern 
should return two members instead of one. He 
would point out that the proposed line of 
demarcation was a most absurd one. People 
living within ten miles of Ipswich, and at Un
dulh, were to be put with the people of South
port, and to get to Southport they would have 
to go through another electorate, the Logan. 
They had no interests in common with South
port, and instead of being tacked on to there, 
they would prefer to remain in :Fassifern. It 
was not many miles over the small range from 
V eresdale to Dugandan, only fourteen or fifteen, 
but to Southport it was fifty or sixty, and 
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they preferred the present boundary to that 
proposed by the Premier. He would abo 
point out that in the Logan part of ]1'assifern 
there was a great deal of mmlienated land; 
there was a fair amount on the other side also, 
and no doubt when the railway got to Beau desert 
the country would be rapidly settlecl. It was 
magnificent land, and there could be little doubt 
that it would suRtain a prosperons population, 
not merely a population living from hand to 
mouth, but a thriving popul::ttion that would 
1nake a large use of the I..jogan railway. In fnct, 
a large amount of settlement would ha Ye taken 
place there before now had not the Logan bridge 
been washed away. At Beaudescrt settlement 
was taking place rapidly, and he was sure that 
where thel'e was one person in the district now, 
before twelve months were over there would be 
two. Bcrtudesert was alrPady " Yery hn,ndsome, 
thriving· township. Between 400 and 500 people 
were in the town. It hac! twosplenclirl hotels, qnite 
equal to rtny in Bri,bane, at lertst they were 
superior to ~tny outsirle J3rishane. He did not 
know that there were any in Brisbane that were 
better, or better kept, thrtn those rtt Bean
desert. Houses were going np in all directionR ; 
it hrtd some of the finest land in Queensbnd, and 
the population was likely to go on increasing. 
He hoped the Premier would meet their views by 
granting an n,dditimml member for Frtssifern, 
allowing its boundal'ies to remain as at present. 
He thought that would meet the views of 
the members representing the \Vest Thforeton 
group, although he had not consnltNl with them 
on that matter. He did not care very much how 
the boundaries were arranged so long as they got 
an additional member. He simply sugg{ested 
that way out of the difficulty, and if the Premier 
would accept the compromise they would get 
on rapidly. He moved that Faxsifern, "one 
member" be omitted, with the view of inserting 
''two metnbers." 

The PREMIER said that no reason whatever, 
that he could see, had been given why Fassifern 
should have two members, except that some 
people at Undulb did not feel themselves pro
perly connected with Nerang. Well, if they did 
not feel themsel ve« properly rtttached to that 
electorate, there wonld be no objection to rtdd 
them on to ]'assifern. The total pope>htion of 
Undwlla, and thrtt neighbourhood, which was not 
a very rapidly increasing place-the whole popula
tion of the parishes of Undulla, Thhclertn, and 
Teviot, at the time the census was trtken, wrts 
273, and the total adult male population was 
G2. Taking a fair proportion of the pojlulation 
for Undulla-those people who had been so un
justly treated by being connected with South port 
-they would amount to about fifteen rtdults, and 
those fifteen men might very well Le rtdded on to 
I<'assifern, and then they ought to be satisfied. 
It would not make rtny apprecbble difference 
in the popubtion of Fassifern, rtnd even taking 
the whole of the popubtion of the parish, which 
would be somewhere about fifty, it would not 
make very much difference. The alteration 
in the boundaries could be very easily adjusted, 
but it would certainly not entitle l<'rts~ifern to 
another member. He hoped thrtt the hon. mem
bers for the \Vest Moreton clistrict generally, 
who were usually characterised by a great 
amount of common sense, would not allow them
selves to be led away by the hon. member for 
Fassifern, who had distinguished himself, ever 
since he had come back to that House, as the 
Lord of Misrule, trying simply to make mischief; 
never serious apparently, for it was difficult to 
suppose that he was serious in either the state
ments he uttered or the proposals he made in 
that Chamber. It would be a slander upon him 
to suppose that he was serious in the statements 
he made. And as for the proposals he made, 

if they were followed out they would simply turn 
the whole art of government into a burlesque. 
He hoped the hon. member woulrl remain as he 
had been for a great nmny years, the lertder of ~~ 
party of one. 'l'hat, he thought, he would; and he 
oincerely trusted that hon. members who had, up 
to the prE'sent time, maintained a reputrttion for 
consistency and sound sense, would not allow 
themselves to be led astray by following such 
an ignis fatuus. 

J\Ir. ]1"00TE said he must do the hon. member 
for Fas·.ifern justice. He certainly thought the 
remarks of the Premier were uncalled for. 

Mr. W. BROOKES : (iuite true. 
Mr. FOOTE s>eid they were not quite true ; he 

begged to differ from the hon. gentleman in that 
respect. They had heard remarks from the hrm. 
member for North Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, which 
1night be characterised as Yery eccentric; there 
wa' something very peculiar attached to them, 
and they were of such an exagg-eratecl character 
thcct muny hrm. members could hrtrdly believe 
they were true. \Vhcther thme rematks applied 
to the hnn. member for :B'rtssifern he was not pre
pare l to strtte, but if the hrm. the Premier was 
accu,ing him of lemling any of the VV est Thfore
ton party in that matter concerning the We,t 
Thlol'eton group, he (:\1r. ]1'oote) wished to unde
ceive him. He did not think there was a more 
earnestmemberin thrtt Committee upon that ques
tion than himself. In fact, every one of the \V est 
Moreton members were in unison upon that point. 
He would say that they intended to defend their 
rights, and they hoped to be able to do so without 
rtny of those very severe remarks from the 
Premier. The Prmnier n1ight think he was going 
to vanquish the hon. member for Fassifcrn, but 
it would take more than words to do that, or at 
any rate it would take a great many words. The 
hon. member for Fassifern might not ha ye played 
an important prtrt in politics for some consider
able time past, but there was no reason why he 
should not do so in the future. He had shown 
in days past that he had the rtbility to do so, and 
he might do so again. 'rhe severe strictures upon 
him by the Premier were utterly uncalled for. 

The Hox. G. THORN srtid he was very much 
surprised at the Premier talking rtbont him in 
the way he had. He (Mr. Thorn) had made it a 
rule, if he could not say anything good of the 
Premier never to say anything bad of him. The 
Premier was the last person he should have 
expected to say a word against him, seeing that 
whatever politics the hon. gentleman knew he 
(:\1r. Thorn) had taught him. The hon. gentle
man had not been a very apt pupil, and he hrtd 
had very great difficulty in keeping him up to 
the mark. He was a good parliamentary drafts
man, but a statesman he never could be. In bet, 
if there was one member of the House more than 
another who was unfitted for a statesman it was 
the Premier. Every act of the hon. gentleman, 
since he came into the Honse as Premier, had 
been a failnre; every law of importance that he 
had placed upon the Statute-book had been a 
failure, and the next Parlirtment would pro
bably have to repeal the lot. Thrtt was his 
(Mr. 'l'horn's) honest opinion, and that was the 
opinion of people outside the House. Of course 
it might be said that the House was the country, 
bnt the country would have to be rtppealed to 
in a very short time, and he was quite satisfied 
that the country would give a verdict adverse 
to the Premier. The Premier, since he 
had gone to England, seemed to be an 
altered person. He was a regular jumped
up autocrat, and would not receive a sug
gestion from any hon. member since he had 
><haken hands and rnbbed noses with dukes and 
other aristocrats. He considered himself so 
much superior to any other member of the 
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House since he got the tinsel and lace of the 
K.C.M.G., that it was benettth his dignity to 
go near any other hon. 1nmnber, Ol' receive 
a suggestion of any kind. 'fhe hon. 1nember 
kept his position tron1 being a great pllrrlia
mentary draftsnun. In that respect he was 
no doubt superior to him (llir. Thom), and, 
perha.ps, snperior to e\'cry rnernber of the Honse. 
He (.\lr. Thorn) rememhered when the li't of 
handles cmne out-lust Czueen's birthday twelve 
months, he thought-and when the Premier 
saw that he did not. get one of them he cried 
and blubbered for two or three months. 'rhen 
·a certain per;;on went to the old country, 
and the first act of that person was to get 
the Premier a K.C.l'vi.G. After that the hon. 
member went to the Conference in London, but 
he only went in order that he might get some
thing higher-a G.C.M.G, or a P.C., the same 
as :Mr. Dalley. The hon. member should never 
aspire to any mol'e than he had at present. He 
ought never to have aspired to any of tho'e 
handles; he was not fitted for any handles ; he 
"'"'as rnerely a pn,rlimnentary draftsman, nnd he 
had kept his position by dangling railways 
before his friends and supporters, and g·iving 
railway,,; to those who would lmve opposed 
him. The hon. gentleman knew that was 
all true. Not a single thing har.l he asked 
the Premier or any of his officers for, not 
a single proposition had he made, but he 
had received a rebuke at once. He was the 
last who oug·ht to receive discourtesy at the 
hands of the Premier. IV1th regard to the 
question before the Committee, on the second 
reading the hem. member had said he would try 
nnd see his way to make a north-and-sonth line 
instead of an east-and-west line, and now he told 
them he did not intend ~o give a north-and
south line. The Premier had spoken of the 
population of the parish of McLean; that was 
not what he (Mr. Thorn) had asked him about. 
The parish of 'i\1cLean was close to Brisbane
quite close to the Logan railway. 

'rhe PRE:iHER: It adjoins the parish of 
undulla. 

The HoN. G. THOH~ said there was very 
little population there. \Vhat he had asked the 
Premier about was the populati< 111 of V eresdale ; 
it was thn.t \vhich \V;:tS increa~ing, not the popu
lation of 1-lcLean. In addition to that, the 
electorate of J'n.s"ifern would roceiYe an incrensc 
from the J3undanha electomte of at lea't 400 or 
500 people, which wnnld bring' the popnlatinn 
np to 2,000 adults. Ji'assifern, as it stood with 
the part taken out of Bundnnb,t, was ontitl<'d 
to two members. He really belio,-ed that 
there were 2,000 adults there ;'lt the present 
time, and if he did not believe it he would 
not ha Ye asked for an additional member. The 
boundary now went within about eight miles of 
Ipswich. Or1ginally it was beyond Harrisville, 
and Bunclanba contained all the Harriodlle 
district, and all the Mount :Flinders district, 
"nd three or fonr sawmills; an cl the population 
at thme sawmills, and the settlers about Harris
ville and ?.lount Flimlers, would bring up the 
population to 2,000 aJults, and those 2,000 were 
entitled to an additional member, with the 
increase that had taken place in the district 
sincH the censas. 

The PRE:iHEH rose to say, with regard Lo the 
statement made by the hon. member just now 
respecting himself (the Premier), and the honour 
her Majesty had been pleased to confer on him 
last year, that it was absolutely and entirely 
false and without foundation. 

Mr. W. BllOOKES said he did not know 
that he had ever passed a more tiresome and 
tedious night in the Asembly than that night. 
There seemed to have been a little plot 

got up by about six members in defence 
of the IV est Moreton people, but they had 
phtyed their cards uncommonly badly. He would 
like to t1Sk any disinterested, cool, dispt1ssionate 
gentleman wl-io had been sitting, say, in the 
g:tllery, what his opinion had been of the talk 
that night. He was snre it would be thnt the 
del,ate was hardlv worthy the name, and that it 
hrvlbeen snmll t,;lk of the most hivolmH descrip
tion. :Now, with reference to the speech of the 
hon. member for :Fassifern, that hon. gentle
man did not know how great a tempta
tion. he had pbced in the way of those 
who might wish to sp.oak depreciatingly of 
him, by the remarks he had just made. 
He did 'not know that he ought to say all that 
he thought; but in what he said he certainly 
should not speak unch:uitably of him, excepting 
as to what he had heard of him and known of 
hilr. in his political character. He did remember 
that by some extraordinary accident, such as 
might only be supposed to h:1ppen in Tm·key, 
tbc hon. member wrts Premier for about six 
months. It would be recorded by the future his
torian of Queensland that there were six months 
during which a gentle1nan entirely unfitted 
for the office was Premier of the colony. Bnt 
that was only an accident, and he did not 
bbme the hon. memher for the accident. He 
woul<l say that since that took place he had kept 
a kind of observing notice upon the hon. mem
ber, who that evening had given the crowning 
evidence of the fact that that six months had 
ruined him politically. The speech he had 
delivered seBmed to him (11r. Brookes) to have 
been devoid of ordinarv political common sense, 
nnd the whole of his remarks dnring the debate 
lmd been of that frivolous character that he 
did not wonder th"t hon. members-amongst 
them himself-were wmetimes in doubt as to 
whether he knew what he was saying or 
knew what he meant. Otherwise he regarded 
it as mther personal. All he wished to do 
was to apply to that gentleman's stomach a 
wholesome blister. They were discussing a very 
important Bill-a Hedistribution Bill--which 
might very materially alter the prospects and 
progre's of the colony for the IW'<t five or six 
years or more, and he would ask if it was worthy 
on the part of five or six hon. mPmbers to endea
Yom· to l.ift up the interest;; of IV est }lorcton in 
the way th>tt lmcl been attempted'? One would 
suppose that all the rest of the members of 
the Legirdative Assernbly were in solernn league 
ancl covenant to injme \Vest 1Ioreton. Now, 
tlmt was not the intention. It might very 
likely be the opinion of vulgtcr people and 
the opinion of short-sig-hted people who 
thought more of themsel ve.s than they ought 
to think. Ho encleavoured to look at the 
matter in this light: that the question was, how 
should they best fonmrd the interests of therr 
great and grn,ving colony? It had been ad
lllitted, and it was a matter uf just complaint, 
that that Legislature did not fairly re present the 
pco)Jle of the colony. That was admitted, and 
the Premier introduced a Redistribution Bill, in 
which it was proposed to remedy those defects, 
and "JO far they had got on very well. He was 
inclined to think, and he believed he carried 
some uf the most mature judgment on the 
Oppooition side with him, that it would have 
been better if the Bill had been passed as it 
was introduced by the Premier. But inas
much as that had not been done, they fell at 
once into an entanglement of debate. He did 
not bbmo the Kmthern members. If he had 
been in the position of the hon. member for 
Townsville, 'i\lr. 1\Iacrossan, he should certainly 
have presented his urief, and done his best for 
what he thought would have been most conducive 
to the interests of the North. That might seem 
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an extraordinary view of the case; but it was 
not, from the point of view from which he was 
then regarding it. Keitherfiintnor steel contained 
the elements of light; but bring them together, 
and a spark was the result. He believed it was 
lVfacaulay who f0aid a eertain amount of exagge
ration was necessary in the uresentation of every 
case. There were persons who were-he woulcl 
not say so stupid-so dull and opag ue and uutnse 
that unless a case was presented with some dis
tortion it was impossible to make them under
stand it; so he did not blame hon. nwmber,; who 
were plotting for the North. Notwithstanding 
anything that had been said, he sympathised 
with the North; he did not sympathise with the 
sugar-planters. He did not quite understand the 
members for West lYioreton. He did not be
lieve he should ever get through their hides
their pachyderm was beyond his powers of 
penetration. In reference to Croydon, he did 
certainly think that that might be an important 
goldfield, an cl if he lived in that part of the 
colony he should plead for some addit.ional 
measure of representation to be included for it 
in this Bill. The Premier had brought forward 
a Bill which was in the main a juBt and equitable 
Bill, and what almost distressed him was that 
some five or six memb~rs of the southern part 
of the colony, where all the advantages of 
representation might fairly be considered to 
be safely secured, were talking all kinds of 
nonsense, like the hon. member for Fassifern, 
in favour of some alteration which they thought 
essential to the political security of the district 
of \Vest Moreton. Now, he could sum up all he 
had to say in one short sentence. It was a pure 
waste of time on the part of those six foolish 
members, who reminded him of the six fooliRh 
virgins, and he believed he could count ten 
foolish members-he was not quite certain 
of his Biblical knowledge. The time had been 
entirely wasted in an irrelevant discussion. 
According to the best of his judgment the pro
position of the Premier in reference to \V est 
Moreton was just and equitable, and those mem
bers who had joined themselves together in a 
ridiculous phalanx were acLing contrary to the 
interests of the colony. The Commit'tee had 
been kept by them till ten minutes past 10, and 
they had not advanced in common sense five 
minutes since 7 o'clock. 

The HoN .• T. M. J\IACROSSAN said the 
debate during the last hour had not added much 
to the dignity of the Committee, and certainly 
not to thedignityofthoseon the Treasnry benches, 
in spite of all that had been said by the hon. 
member who had just s1tt down. He might just 
tell that hon. member that his sympathy for the 
North was valueless unles~ he gave his vote 
with it. That he did not seem inclined to do at 
any time ; and he could keep his sympathy 
for the North as long as he kept his vote 
for the Premier. It was not a dignified 
position for the Pren,ier to take up, even if 
a proposition made by an hon. member were 
absurd, to abuse him as he had abused the hnn. 
member for Fassifern. He had obc;erved the 
hon. member for .Fassifern since he came back as 
a member, bnt he did not see one bit of diffe
rence between him now and the time he sat 
at the head of the Treasury benches. He was 
just the same Hon. George Thorn, not one 
bit better or one bit worse; and if the Pre
mier thought he was so bad as he had described 
him to be, he had described one who was his 
own superior for at least six months. And if 
he was as bad then as now the hon. member 
should have been ashamed to sit under him and 
own him as a superior. He would say nothing 
as to the question raised by the hon. member 
for Fassifern-the members for \Vest l\Inreton 
might fight their battle for themselves ag-ainst 

th? gentlemen whom they hac! supported through 
tluek and thin, and whether right or wrong-but 
he would say that it would he more to the credit 
of Parliament if the Premier would, in future, 
abstain from abusing people, and if he CIJuld not 
answer them, keep silent. Abuse was not argu
ment, and would not be taken rts argument by 
any Parlia:nent. 

Mr. ~IACFARLA;\'E sairl the hon. member 
for XorthBrislmne, :\fr. ,V. Brookes,haddelivered 
a nice little lecture; but his reference to the 
virgins scarcely applied, because there were five 
wise and five foolish 'irgins. The Premier had 
complained that the members representing the 
\Vest Moreton group had not proposed how the 
electorates should be arranged so as to give the 
group an additional member-that they had pro
posed no particular plan. He had stated before 
-and no one had answered his argument-that if 
they as a group were entitled to eight members 
according to the population, nothing could alter 
the argnrnent that they should have that number. 
No one could argue otherwise without saying that 
the boundaries should be altered, and no one had 
met his argurnent. 

The PREMU;R said he had dealt with it 
twice at length, but he would repeat once more 
what he had said twice before, am! he hoped 
hon. members would pay him the compliment 
of listening. Ho had pointed out that under 
the old boundaries Stanley w:>ts entitled to 
two members and no more, and it was 
proposed to take off the northern end two 
small portions, one to be added to Aubiguy, and 
one to JYioreton, for reasons fully described; but 
it waR of no consequence, so far as representa· 
tion of the district was concerned, whether they 
were taken off or left in. He pointed out also 
that the elPctorate ~oulcl not be extended either 
east or west, because it was hemmed in by high 
ranges on both sides. He also pointed out that 
the electoral district of Ipswich WliS small in 
itself, barely entitled to two members, and that 
the boundaries could not be conveniently extended 
without seriously interfering with the surround
ing districts ; otherwise from the smallness of its 
population it ought to be extended. He also 
pcintecl out that the two electorates of Rose wood 
and Bundanba taken together were just entitled 
to two members and no more. That made up 
six members. He then pointed out that the 
appat·ent excess of population was entirely in 
the electorate of l<'assifern, which of itself was 
not entitled to two members, but when it was 
taken with the ad.ioining electorate of Logan, to 
which a great part of it was formerly joined, the 
whole was entitled to three members, which it 
was proposed to give. He had now said that three 
time'", and he did not propose to say it any more. 
Nobody hac! attempted to answer those facts, 
which were the plain facts of the case, and if 
hon. members would not listen, but got np after 
he had s>tirl a thing two or three times, and say 
he had not given the information, he could not 
help that. 

::Hr. KELLETT said it W1tS not fair for the 
Premier to say that hon. members had not been 
listening- to him. They had heard what the 
Premier had said two or three times. They 
a] ways lititcned carefully to him on his side, 
whatever hon. members on the other side might 
do. It was no use for the Premier to say that 
members put their fingers into their ears and did 
not listen. 'Vhat they claimer! was that, taken 
collectively, the whole of \Vest Moreton was 
entitled to another member. The Premier said 
that Stanley coulrl not be extended to the east 
or to the west, but they did not want another 
member for Stanley. They said that the clip
pings taken away from other districts to help 
to make up that nice little amalgamation 
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he had arranged, cut out the adclitional member 
to which \V est Moreton was entitled. The 
Premier said that Rosewood and Bundanua 
together contained only about enough population 
for two member3. He put in Rosewood with 
Bnndanba to try to cut off the argument that 
Bundanba and lhtssifern together were entitled 
to three ntc-'nlhers. ~rhPn he tacked a large 
number on to the Loganin.stead of leaving them in 
the \Vest J\lloreton group. Had the hon. member 
got his fingers in his ears and would not hear? J.:ven 
if he bad not, he would not take any notice. 
He never told the hon. gentleman that he had 
his fingers in his ears, although he often read the 
papers and turned his back on hon. members 
when they were speaking. They never told him 
that he put his fingers in his ears and did not 
listen, becanse they bad some respect for him, 
which tlfe hon. gentleman did uot seem to have 
for hon. members. \Vhat did he do when the 
hon. member for Faq'<ifern defended the case 
he had submitted to the Committee? The 
hon. gentlemxtn used very bad langmcge indeed 
townrrds that hon. n1e1nber, such language as any 
r"ember of that Committee ought to be ashamed 
of. And what did his colleague, who sat behind 
him, the junior member for North Brisbane, 
do? That attenuated old gentleman, who only 
spoke on sufferance, attacked son1e hon. n1mnberR 
and abused them, knowing that nobody would 
take any notice of him because he was an old 
g·entleman ; but he did not say one word about 
the Bill. A gentleman who had lived as long as 
the hon. member ought to know better, but 
instead of that he abused hon. member.,, know
ing that no one would knock him down because 
he was an old man. The Chairman was getting 
into the "sere and yellow leaf," bnt he (l\Ir. 
Kellett) was sure he would not fight in that way; 
no decent old gentleman would fight in such a 
way. As to the Premier abusing the hon. 
member for Fassifern, it had been well said 
that the hon. gentleman had been six months 
nnder the member for Fassifern, and if the latter 
were such a disreputable character as the hon. 
gentleman made him out to be, he should be 
ashamed to mention it now. He (l\Ir. Kellett) was 
perfectly satisfied that the member for }'assifern 
did teach the Premier a good many wrinkles, not 
legal but political wrinkles, and could teach him 
a good many things still that would be of advn.n
tage to him in his parliamentary life. There 
were members on both sides of the Committee 
who could ten.ch the hon. gentleman a good many 
things, but he did not believe they could teach 
him anything on any subject. He (l\Ir, Kellett) 
really believed that the hon. gentleman thought 
that if he started to work in a shop in Queen 
street he could make a watch in a week as 
well as anyone. He (Mr. Kellett) believed in a 
man having a good opinion of himself, but he 
could go too far in that way. The hon. gentle
man told them they were deaf and got up n,nd 
repeated the same words he had used before, 
which they consirlered were no argument at all. 
They maintained that they asked for nothing 
more than the district was entitled to-nothing 
more than its just rights. The members for 
those electorates had been very qniet in the past, 
but he was very glad to see that they were 
now finding out the error of their ways. Pos
sibly it was because the general election was 
approaching, but it was better la.te that never. 
As an hon. member sn.id, necessity now com
pelled them. They were not treated so badly at 
first, and they were quiet, but he thought they 
would have been treated a great deal better if 
they had not been so quiet and taken things so 
easily. It was nearly time now that they made 
a stand when they saw,additional members being 
given to other electorates north, south, and east, 
~;tnd everywhere. He believed they h~;td been 

too good to the hon. gentlemn.n, who he thought 
might be a little better to them now. Some
thing lik~ thirteen members had been given to 
electorates in different parts of the colony, but they 
found that the Premier took no notice of them 
when they asked for another member for YVest 
J\Ioreton, to which it wa;; justly entitled. YVhen 
they made their rer1uest the hou. gentleman 
simply abused them. He (Mr. Kcllett) was very 
glad to hea,r the junior n1ernber for Enoggel'a 
SjJeitk that evening, and he would be pleased to 
hear him speak again and go more into the par
ticularil of the Bill. There were a good many 
things the hon. member knew about the electo
rates around Brisbane, and he might enlighten 
the Committee in regard to them, but he did not 
think the hon. member could enlighten them 
very much abont \Vest Moreton. The hon. 
member for Ipswich could give them far more 
information upon that subject than the junior 
member fur Enoggera. He (Mr. Kellett) thought 
they had shown that Bundanba and l<'assifern 
together were entitled to three members. They 
did not want the Premier to explain anything 
about the Stn,nley electorate ; they did not want 
to have a piece taken from East J\lloreton and 
joined on to the Logan. The greater part of the 
trade in that district came to Ipswich now that 
the railway had been constructed to Dug·andan. 
]<'or that reason they claimed to have the boun
daries altered, so as to leave the population 
as it was under the old arrangement. They did 
not propose new bonnchtries, because if they did 
the hon. gentleman would not accept them, but 
they left it to him in his great wisdom to fix 
those boundaries, and he could easily do it in 
such a way as to give three members to those 
two districts. If that were done it wonld be 
fonnd when the election took place that a great 
many more votes woc1ld be polled there than 
in many other di,tricts of the colony. 

On the motion of the P UE:\IIEH, the CHAIH
MAX left the chair, reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

ADJOURN::\IENT. 
The PHE:\-IIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 

that this House do now adjourn. The railway 
motions will stand at the top of the paper for 
to-rnorrow 

The House adjourned lilt twenty-nine minutes 
to 11 o'clock. 




