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792 Questions. [.ASSEMBLY.] Motion for AdJournment. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thu?'Sday, 29 September, 1887. 

Questions.-J\:Iotion for Adjotunmcnt-Railway Survey 
from Rerbm·ton to Georgetown.-JHotlon for Ad
journment-Railway Arbitrator's Decisions-El cc~ 
toral Districts Bill.-J,ady Bow en Hospital Land Sale 
Bill-Permission to Examine a ::.\femlJcr of the Legis
lative CounciL-Messages frmn the Legislative 
Council.-Personal .Explanation.-Report of Itefrcsh
mcnt Rooms Committee.-Supply.-1\Iessage from 
the Legislative CounciL-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUES'l'IO:NS. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL asked the Minister for 

Works-
1. "\Vhat amount of land was resumed at :J:Iount Perry 

for railw~y purposes, what amount paid for same, and 
who recmved the money? 

2. What compensation was given for removing refi
nery, and also for removing houses and wcigh-1Jridge, 
and to whom so paid? 

3. ".,.hat amount 'vas paid for land for vost and 
telegraph office, and to 'vhom was the amount paid~ 

The MI~ISTER :FOR WOHKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) replied-

1 and 2. The area of land taken for rail\y:,y pnrpo.S('l 
at the Mount Perry rn,ilwa.y station was 9 acres and 
5 perches; but as this art:>a was included with 3 acreH 
3 roods and 36 perches frmn portion 15, dista.nt alHJYC 
one mile from the station, in the award of the rail\YaY 
arbitrator, the exact amount ofav,rardf'ortbc U acre-; and 
5 perches is not stated. It may, however, be estimated 
that the amount vaid to :\fe,~rs. Hart., 1\:Iein, and 
Flower, as agents for 1\:Ir. J. C. Smyth, for the land re
sumed and damage arising thereupon was £818 11 s. Gd., 
which amount includes compensation for all improve
ments. 

3. £300 was paid !or land for post and telegraph 
office to the credit of }fr. J. C. Smyth. 

Mr. STEVENS asked the Minister for 
Works-

1. Have the Government abandoned the trial survey 
!ram ::-/erang to the border? 

2. If so, will the Government state their reasons for 
doing so? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied-
As the Government did not consider the survey 

from Xerang to the border a pressing matter, the survey 
party rccen tly employed there 1vas transferred to the 
Cleveland line. 

M:r. HAMILTON asked the Minister for 
·works-

Is it the intention of the Government to commence a 
survey of a line of railway from IIcrbcrton to George~ 
town during the present session ? 

The MINISTER J<'OR WOHKS replied
In answer to the hon. member, No. 

MOTION FOR ADJOUHNMENT. 
HAILWAY Sunvgy E'ROM HgnmmTON TO 

GgORGETOWN. 

Mr. HAMILTON said: Mr. Speaker,- I 
wi.>h to move the adjournment of the House for 
the purvose of referring to the particularly 
insulting reply given to n1y question, as a repre
sentative of the Cook district, by the hon . 
. Minister for 'Narks just now. \Ve all know 
that gentleman's insulting demeanour in the 
House, and weal! knowverywell the vicious man
ner in which he has turned round upon his own 
colleagues. \Ve alllmow, not only his insult
ing manner in this House, but also to his sub
ordinates, and I for one shall not allow myself to 
be subjected to it in this House. This question 
was asked about a year ago, and it was fenced 
upon that occasion. The reply then was that 
the line could not be surveyed at present. I sub
sequently repeated the question a few days ago. 
lYiy constituents wished to know, and they were 
disgusted with the reply which they received upon 
that occasion. My question on the latt@r 
occasion was, "Is it the intention of the Gov
ernment to complete the survey of this particular 
line?" and the reply was, "Not at present." I 
then asked the question to-day-" Is it the 
intention of the Government to commence a 
survey of a line of railway from Herberton to 
Georgetown during the present session?" and 
the reply from the Minister for \Vorks was, 
"The hon. member knows." I say that that is 
utterly untrue. The Premier, as usual, is 
prompting his colleague. \Ve know very well 
that the Premier has not the manliness to tackle 
hon. members himself. He is prompting his 
colleague now, as he always does, and just as he 
did the other night when his colleague was talk
ing. He held his hand before his face so that 
hon. members would not see the manner in which 
he was relishing the vicious attack made by the 
Minister for \Vorks. The reply I received just 
now was, ''The hon. rnernber knows." 

The MINISTEH :b'OH WOHKS : I said 
nothing of the Em·t. I said, "In answer to the 
hon. nwn1ber, no." 

l\Ir. HA.J\IILTON: I beg to apolr.gise; I 
thou,~ht the hon. gentleman said that "the hcm. 
meml.Jer know~." 1 take back all I have said, 
.Mr. Speaker. I thought the h<m. Minister for 
\Vorks clelil.Jerately imultecl nw by his reply. I 
am very sorry I nmde a mistake. At any rate 
the hon. gentleiuan haR given n1e a straightforR 
ward answer, and, with the consent of the House, 
I will withdraw the motion. 

11otion, by leave, withdrawn. 
MOTION I<'OR ADJOUllN:iYIKi'\T. 

RAILWAY AllBITHATOl\'S DEDIHIONS.-ELlWTORAL 
DrsTmcTs Bru. 

Mr. STEVENS said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish 
to move the adjournment of the House, in order 
to bring under the notice of hon. members a 
subject of considerable importance to the com
munity in general; and that is the subject of 
railway arbitration-not only in general, but 
more particularly as regards the arbitration 
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cases which have recently occurred in the 
Logan district. The decisions point to either 
one of two things-either that the person 
><ppointed to act as arbitrator is unfit for his 
position or the system is bad. It may be one 
or the other, or both. IL may be said that, if 
I thought my constituents had suffered damage 
or considerable injury, I should have brought 
their case before a committee of the House, 
and tried to obtain redress for their grievances 
in that manner. But the session is so far 
advanced that it would be impossible to get a 
committee to deal with the cases, and bring up a 
report before the House before the end of the 
session. Consequently those persons who suffered 
would be pnt to a considerable amount of expense. 
without any result being attained. I have a 
long list of cases, but I will only treat them 
in a cursory manner, as it would take two 
or three evenings to enter into them fully. I 
will give some instances, however, so that hon. 
members may Judge for themsehes. One was 
that of H. G. Schneider, who had a small area 
of land on the Nerang Hiver. The area of 3 
roods 21 perches was resumed, and he claimed 
at the mte of £30 per acre, the claim amounting 
to £26 Ss. fld. The land was of considerable 
value to him, as he bad barely sufficient for his own 
requirements. He is a surveyor, and requires a 
little land for his horses and a cow. Three years 
ago £25 per acre was offered for land adjoining 
his, but was refused. Other land in the vicinity 
was purchased at £30 per acre, and the purchaser 
has since made a considerable amount on his 
bargain. Though this was proved by thoroughly 
competent and respectable witnesses, the valuator 
refused to admit that the sum mentioned was a 
fair price to pay, and put a ridiculously small 
value on it. The land remaining is not enhanced 
very much by the railway, because the owner 
has to make a considerable detour to make 
use of the railway. The award was £7 lSs. lOd. 
- for land honestly worth £30 per acre. 
The next case was that of a farmer narnecl 
G. "\_. Hope, living in the same neighbourhood. 
The quantity resumed was S acres 11 perches of 
really valuable land, and 7 acres 2 roods 37 perches 
of land not so good. He claimed £25 per acre 
for the good, and £3 per acre for the second 
class. He also claimed 35s. per acre for 40 acres, 
which the railway cut off from water, and on 
which water could not be obtained. It was 
proved that land adjoining this farming land of 
Hope's was sold at £25 per acre-land about 
1~ mile or 2 miles further from the railway; yet 
his land was valued at £5 ver acre. His claim 
amounted to £710 4s., and the evidence proved 
clearly that this amount was not a great deal too 
much, yet the amount offered by the arbitrator 
was £103 lls. 3d. Another person victimised was 
Albert Huge, from whose land rather more than an 
acre was resutned, the severed portion consisting 
of high ridgy land and gullies, totally unsuitable 
for the pm·rose of manufacturing· cordials, by 
which he gets his living. Hi" frontage to the 
main road also was cnt off, and the property 
almost destroyed. It was proved that he gave 
£21 per acre some time ago ; but the whole of 
the compensation offered was £Hl 7s. Del. I am 
not going into minute details, because it would 
be too tedious to do so; but I will giva a few 
salient points. Another case was that of Stanley 
Ha.rris, frmn whorn 12 acres was resun1ed, 3, 
considerable quantity being damaged by severance. 
He claimed £225 in all. A portion of his land was 
rendered unfit for cutting up into allotmento; by 
the peculiar shape in which it was left by the 
railway and the roads. Land adj0ining it was 
sold at £75 per acre. A large portion of his land 
is completely cut off from permanent water, and 
this damages it to a great extent for grazing 
purposes. He has had 400 or 500 head of cattle 

grazing on that land, and the portion on the 
northern side of the railway is cut off from water. 
There was a considerable quantity sold two 
and a half years ago at £20 per acre; but the 
valuator, in spite of all this evidenc<e, which was 
not disputed, places a value of £3 10s. per 
acre on the land. In all these cases where 
the valuator was asked, " Is the residue of 
the land very much enhanced in value?" of 
course his reply was always, "Yes"; but when 
asked" How?" or" To what extent?" he never 
was able to ttnswer ; he said, "I consider it is. 
'l'he award in this case was £76 Os. 7 d. The 
next case was that of Robert McReadie, from 
wham 6 acres 18 perches was resumed, for 
which he claimed the moderate sum of £7 per 
acre. Besides that, there were 125 acres cut off 
from permanent water, portion of a dairy farm 
of very great value to him, and he claimed 
2ils. an acre on that, the whole amounting 
to £199 ls. This gentleman had sold portions 
of his land close to the part resumed at the rate 
of £40 per acre. There is no permanent water 
on the severed portion, and whenever he has tried 
to obtain water in any quantity it has turned 
out brackish ; so that the severance has rendered 
the dairy farm to a great extent valueless. 
He has to take his stock one and a-half or 
two miles to get through the railway gates 
for water, and that entails a considerable 
amount of expense and labour. He was awarded 
the magnificent sum of £35. Another claim 
was thott of K Campbell, of Beenleigh, for 
compensation for the unexpired term of the 
lease of a store and dwelling-place at Been
leigh, which he had to quit because the land 
was required for railway purposes. He claims 
for the amount of rent and the extra rent he 
would have to pay for a new building, the rent 
he would have to pay for a dwelling-place for his 
manager, the erection of stables and other con
veniences for himself and his customers, and the 
considerable loss to him by leaving the best site 
in Beenleigh. The arbitrator considered he had 
suffered no loss at all, but to give him an award 
of some kind he made an award of £10. On 
the very face of it this is absurd-to take a 
man's place of business, dwelling-house, all his 
conveniences for business, and drive him to 
another site not so valuable, and say that he 
has suffered no damage. It was proved by com
petent witnesses th~t the loss to him would 
be £GOO through having to go to another site. 
The next claim is that of \Villiam Saunders, who 
had htnd on that portion of the rail way line near 
Beenleigh. The land severed by the railway 
was used for fattening stuck, which were driven 
back from the goocl grass bnd. Hon. members 
will easily understand that cattle which are being 
fattenecl will not feed peaceably where men are 
at wodc con.structing a line, or where a railway 
is running. He lost £1 a head on his stock, and 
many of his customers who used to send cattle 
for agistment removed them when they found 
they were dist1ubml by the construction of the 
railway. He claimed £150, and the witnesses 
proved that the claim was by no means exorbi
tant; bnt the aw&rd of the arbitrator was £50. 
No argun1ent \Vas broug-ht forward against the 
claim, and no witne::iHes were exmnined ; he 
simply wrote down £60. John \Yaters claimed 
£40) 10s. le!. for 20 acres 1 rood 15 perches-£10 
per acre. .1\ great deal of nwney was spent in 
improving this land and renderi11g it fit for agri
culture. £G per acre was paid for clearing and 
stumping, and that alone amounted to £122 ; 
15 acres was severed from water, for which 
he put down £15, and there were various other 
items, amounting to £G5. He applied to a 
neighbour to sell him some land adjoining, but 
he refused to let him have it at £30 an acre. The 
award in this case for all the land taken, the 
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damage done by severance and other losses, 
was £154 7s. 9d. Arthnr Bryant had land 
resumed, and had to remove his dwelling
house. He made inquiries as to what he could 
get his cottage removed for, and the lowest 
offer was £15. In addition to that he lost the 
land resumed for railway pnrposes, and yet the 
award was £14 6s. 7d.-actually less than it 
would cost to remove his house. vV. Stark 
claims as compensation £117 for 18 perches of 
land in the township ci Beenleigh. This was 
portion of an orchard in the township, very 
valuabl@ land and very clighly cultivated, which 
returned a very good living indeed to its owner. 
He claimed for the resumption of the land, for 
a number of fruit-tree~ destroyed, a number of 
grape-vines four years old, in full bearing, and 
other items, and for damage to the residue of the 
land. As it was of small area, of course the 
resumption made it of still less value to him, and 
prevented him from making anything like as 
good use of it as before. 'fhis case was very closely 
gone into, a number of witnesses were examined 
and cross-examined without their evidence being 
shaken, and the amount awarded was £4212s. Gel. 
The valuator, on being examined, said he 
knew there were some improvements on the 
land, but did not know their value, or what 
they were, or anything about them ; and yet he 
put a value on the land. The next case is 
that of J. F. Mengel. His was a very similar 
case. It was a most valuable site, close to the 
Queensland National Bank, one of the best 
positions in the township. He also lost a num
ber of truit-trees which had afforded him con
siderable profit; and by portion of his land being 
cut off he was prevented from enlarging his place 
of business. He claimed £275. Evidence was 
brought forward to show that it was a.nything 
but an exorbitant claim, but all that was 
awarded was £65. Then comes the case of J. F. 
Shclley-lancl resumed, 6 acres 2 roods 26 
perches; claim, £233 10s.; award, £35. This 
was utterly inadequate for the damage done. 
A considerable amount of land was taken from 
him and his property was severed so that 
all the water was on one side of the rail
way line. In cases of that sort it entails 
considerable expense to drive the stock to 
water across the railway line, even if there is 
a gate handy. It is one man's work to do it; 
the stock must be watered at least once a day, 
and that occupies a considerable time and in
creases the expense of working the property. 
The amount of the award was only J~35. 'fhen 
David Y aun, on the Coomera, claimed £681 for 
18!, acres taken from him in the township 
of"Coomera. His property had a very valuable 
water frontage, and first-class evidence was 
given that land adjoining had been sold 
for a considerable time at the rate of £100 
per acre for building purposes. By the way 
the line goes through his property it cuts it 
up into fonr or five different pieces, four out of 
five being completely severed from the water, 
which, of course, reduces the value of the land 
considerably. The amount awarded in his case 
was £150. The next caBe is that of J. \Villiam
son, l:l: acre resumed, £i:i6 10s'. claimed. The 
road to water was corn pletely closed by the 
construction of the railway, so that he was 
compelled to take his stock hy a considerable 
detour to water; and not only that, but the 
road was closed so as to prevent the travelling 
public from getting to his place of business--a 
butcher's shop. They could only get to it by 
making a detour of about ''mile, passing another 
butcher's shop on the way, so, of course, his 
business was ruined. Yet the arbitrator in this 
case considered there was no damage at all, and 
awarded £6 lOs. l~obert Wilson, in the town
ship of Beenleigh, had 3 acres 2 roods 36 perches 

taken from him. He claimed for damage and 
loss abm1t £800, and considerable evidence was 
brought forward to prove that the claim was 
very moderate; but the evidence was totally 
igrored, and only £153 7s. Scl. was awr1rded for 
nearly 3jf acres in the centre of the town
ship of Beenleigh. The last case I will 
mention now is that of vV. K. Oxenford. 
He has a farm on the river where the main 
road crosses, ancl10 acres 2 roods 7 perches were 
resumed. Now, sir, I have no hesitation in 
saying that this is amongst the most valuable 
land in Queensland, from one end to the other. 
If I were asked to show a person the best culti
vated farm in the Logan district, I should 
take him without hesitation to Oxenford's 
farm. Persons travelling by in the coach 
always notice the high state of cultiva
tion and fertility of that farm. Nearly 
10~ acres were resumed, and, of course, that 
is a considerable portion of land to lose 
from any farm; and, in addition to that, he has 
been put to the expense of moving a lot of his 
buildings and machinery. An enormous embank· 
ment has been erected for railway purposes in 
the middle of the farm, and you can under
stand the damage that alone would cause 
when I explain that the farm is situated 
on a flat between the river and a ridge. 
In flood-times the water leaves the river, and 
skirts that portion of the farm which adjoins 
the ridge. During a heavy flood the whole flat 
is submerged, and in the middle of his farm there 
is this enormous embankment-I do not know 
how many feet high, but about 150 yards long: 
so that in addition to having his farm swamped 
by an ordinary flood, the water is thrown back 
for a considerable distance by the erection of 
that long dam or embankment. I do not intend 
to enlarge upon this dam, as I shall have occasion 
to refer to it again later on in the session, but I 
draw attention to it now in order to show the 
immense amount of damage suffered by this 
particular farm. The first offer made by· the 
Railway Department as compensation for the 
resumption was £230. The arbitrator awarded 
the sum of £21'5 Hls. It was proved in evidence 
that the land in that neighbourhood had been 
sold for £30 per acre. And yet the arbitrator 
only makes the small award of £21519s. for 10'/: 
acres. While admitting freely that the land has 
been improved by having a railway terminus 
there, still I think it i,~absurd on the face of it to say 
that in this case the owner does not deserve greater 
compensation than he has received. The main 
argument of the valuator was that the valuations 
of divisional boards had in many cases been 
increased by 50 per cent. The clerk of the 
divisional board of Nemng, however, proved 
thc1t there had been no valuations made for the 
last four years, and .that at the time the valua· 
tion~ were made they were made at a very low 
rate. In fact, I suppose that any member of this 
House who knows anything about agricultural 
districts is well aware that the land is 
rated at nothing like its full value. But in 
this case evidence was adduced proving that 
land in the same locality had been sold at 
the very high rate of £20 an acre, and yet 
the valuator only valued it at £5 per acre. 
The papers placed on the table of the House by 
the Minister in reference to these resumptions 
only contain a condensation of the evidence; the 
cross-exa1nination of witnesses, which is very 
important in matters of this kind, being omitted. 
I may state that the valuator for the Railway 
Department takes notes of the evidence, that the 
lawyer from the Crown solicitor's office takes 
notes, and that the arbitrator also takes notes, 
and yet it is impossible for the House to get 
a complete report of the evidence taken in 
these cases. This is an instance in which I 
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think it may fairly be claimed that there is 
one law for the rich and another for the 
poor. If the valuator makes an award of £500 
or over, and the claimant is dissatisfied with 
bis decision, he has the right of appeal, and 
may obtain redress in that way ; but any nun 
whose award is under £500 has no redress, if the 
amount is insufficient or unfair, except through 
Parliament. It is, I think, almost absurd 
to expect any ordinary individual to sit on all 
arbitration cases in all parts of the colony and 
give everyone fair play. It requires a man 
of legal training to sift the evidence bronc;ht 
forward, for in many cases the arbitrator has no 
personal knowledge of the value of the land upon 
which he has to adjudicate. There are very few 
men who are prepared and qualified to go over 
the whole of the country the arbitrator has to travel 
over, and correctly assess the value of land taken 
away for railway vurposes. In theoe particular 
cases I rather imagine that the arbitrator rnis
took his position. Instead of being there 
arbitrator, in the proper sense of the 
seemed to be there more as extra 
Crown to try and disprove the 
forward, and to mv,ke the cases as 
possibly could for the claimants, and to 
little as possible. I think that 
system of dealing with claims compensation 
for land resumed for rail way purposes would be 
that under the Public Works llesumption Act, 
by which the owner of the land has the right to 
nominate one arbitrator the R8j]way Depart
ment another, and the two arbitrators thus 
nominated appoint an umpire. If that system 
was adopted there would be a chance of the 
owner of the land getting a fair amount of com
pensation for the damage clone to his property 
by the railway resumptions. If, however, 
that system is not adopted, and it is con
sidered necessary to carry on the old system 
in connection with these arbitrations, then I 
think it is absolutely necessary to obtain a 
thoroughly qualified man for the position of 
arbitrator. From what I have seen of these 
cases," and from what I have heard, I think that 
a man who occupies that position should be quite 
qualified to occupy a seat on the bench as dis
trict court judge. He requires very much the 
same knowledge and ability, as evidence has to 
be sifted, the good to be taken from the bad, and 
a decision given that is fair to the parties con
cerned. There is not one of these cases in which 
that has taken place; the decisions have been 
unfair in the extreme, and there is no remedy 
for the claimants except through Parliament. 
It is too late to bring the matter forward thiil 
session ; but if I am here next session I shall 
certainly bring the cases before the House and 
try to obtain redress. 

The MINISTEH FOR 
Speaker,-\Ve have had a 
speech from the hon. member 
tion cases with respect the 
rail way in the district. 
I can say I be 
relieved from of 
but that can only by 
If they want to have a railwe,y 
complain of the resumption of 
member complains of the way 
valuations are made. He 
should accept the evidence what 
competent, reliable, and disinterested persons 
in the neighbourhood as to the value of the 
lands resumed. All I can say to that is that if 
the arbitrator does that, and accepts the value 
put upon the properties by the people brought 
forward by those who have to be paid for the 
land, it would be a very bad job for the Treasury. 
That kind of thing has been going on to a large 
extent. I have seen a good deal of it; the money 

paid for land resumed for rail way purposes has 
been something enormous. If hon. members will 
look at the answer I gave this afternoon to a ques
tion by the hon. member for Cook, Mr. Lumley 
Hill, they will see the amount paid for land 
resumed at Mount Perry for railway purposes. It 
was enoug-h to buy up the fee-simple of the whole 
of :iVIount Perry. And the sum of £300 was paid 
for a and telegraph site at Mount Perry. 

very thing to stop railways altogether. 
of going on spending money in 
hon. member referred to a great 

many cases which he said serious damage 
had been done, inasmuch as the land in one 
particular spot had been bought or sold at £20 
or £30 and the land adjoining, 
through line passes, was valued 
at £5 an can find plenty of places 
where worth £5 an acre, and 
other litnd worth more than 

spotted-gum ridges. 
stated that in some cases 

cut off from the land. What 
of a place even if it had 

of iron bark and spotted-gum 
£3 10s. an acre for land 

more than it was worth; if 
of that description, I cer

anything like that sum. 
were to any man to buy land out there 

per acre he would look ::tt you aghast. If 
are to be carried out in those districts 

at the value of the land from 
is not directly interested in it; 

tend venture to say that if the hon. member for 
Logan himself wanted to purchase a piece of land 
on the Logan at its full market value, he would 
not select a man who had an interest in it to 
purchase it or determine the price for him. The 
hon. gentleman also said that a judge would 
make the best railway arbitrator. In my opinion 
a judge would be about the worst man who 
could possibly be appointed to such a situation. 
He would take the evidence of interested people 
all round, and he would say, "This is the evidence, 
and my finding must be in accordance with the 
evidence." The real duty of the arbitrator is to 
determine by his own judgment, after having 
heard the evidence brought before him, and not 
to depend entirely upon the evidence of men 
whose object is to get all they can out of the 
Government. It is quite possible that errors 
of judgment may be committed, and the judg

of valuators differs sornetimes enor
as to the value of land. Even in 

I have known them vary from 25 to 
100 per cent. as to the value of town land-men 
who supposed to be competent valuators 

not attach much value to the evidence 
collected in any particular neigh-

as to the actual value of hnd resumed 
purposes. Local witnesses are inter

the valne of land in their 
uvLtr:uv,uct ; and unfortunately there is 

amonget people generally to 
the Government whenever 

pnt it into the hands of 

said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
m,crJ,en:,te and temperate speech 

might have been 
the Minister for 

me at all necessary, 
for Logan brought 

certain grievances with regard 
to railway arbitration, that the Minister for 
"Works should get up and, going, I think, outside 
the power w hi eh even he possesses, threaten that 
he would stop all railways. 

The MINISTER FOH WORKS : I did 
nothing of the kind. 
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Mr. MOREHEAD : The hon. gentleman said 
he had a very easy solution for it, and that was 
to stop the railways. One has to handle a deli
cate question indeed as to the Minister for vV orks 
and the Railway Arbitrator; but I think it will be 
the opinion of most h<m-·members who have read 
the report of the select committee on the Corser 
case that the Railway Arbitrator is utterly unfit 
for the position he holds. It is most improper, 
I do not hesitate to say, that a person so utterly 
incompetent for the position as Mr. Thompson 
is, should be clothed with the great authority he 
possesses. It is all very well for the Minister 
for vVorks to say that the amounts generally 
claimed for compensation are excessive, and are 
bttsed on the testimony of interested witnesses. 
That may be so, or it may not; but I join issue 
with him when he says that the evidence of those 
interested witnesses should be altogether put on 
one side. I also join issue with him when he 
says that if those cases were heard before a judge 
it would result in improper decisions being 
given. A judg·e would not take the evidence 
on one side only; he would take the evidence on 
both sides, and decide the case on its merits. 
With regard to the Railway Arbitrator, judging 
from what we know about the Corser case, I 
am inclined to believe that he bases his 
decisions upon what the Railway Department 
wish him to award, and I am very much afraid 
that that state of affairs is very prevalent at the 
present time. Under ~xisting circumstances, 
and after the expression of opinion gi Yen by 
the Minister for \Vorks, I very much doubt 
whether any material benefit can be derived, 
owing to the position which the Railway Arbi
trator holds to the Minister at the head of his 
department, because the :Minister for Works 
appears to have arrived at some extraordinary 
ideas with regard to what compensation should 
be given, altogether irrespective of the nature of 
the land that may be re,umed. He has indi
cated in his speech that he considers that many 
claimants for compenstttion for land resumed 
for railwtty purposes are actuated by a desire 
to get all they can out of the Government. I 
doubt that very much. I have not such a low 
opinion of hunmn nature as to imagine that 
all men are actuated by that motive; and if 
the arbitmtor is actuated by the same motives 
as the Minister for Works, I hardly think justice 
is likely to be given to any claimant, if that is 
the way in which compensation is to be awarded. 
The hon. member for Logan put his complaints 
and grievances in a very moderate and proper way 
before the House, and I think it should have 
received very different consideration from the 
Minister for \Vorks than he gave to it. How
ever, I trust that at a later period of the evening, 
or-as I do not see the hon. member for Jliiary
borough, :Mr. Annear, in his place-at a later 
period of the ses"-ion, we shall htwe an oppor
tunity of discussing, on the Corser <JUestion, the 
conduct of the R>eilway ~\rbitrator. \Ve slmll 
then be able to judge for ourselns as to the 
wisdom of the decision he arrive<! at, or other
wise. The position which that gentleman occu
pies at the present time is an unfortunate one
a very unfortunate one-and I think that if he 
is to be provided for at all in the Government 
service it should be in some othAr department, 
where he will not be under the immediate 
control of so near a relative a~ the 1\fini,;ter for 
Works. 

Jliir. ADAMS said: Jliir. Speaker,-! am 
extremely sorry that the Jliiini8ter for \Vorks 
went out of his way to depreciate the value of 
certain properties in ~tnd around .Mount Perry. 
He said he had not the slightest doubt that the 
money that was paid for compensation there 
would buy the whole of Mount Perry. I think I 
showed the other day that the value of property 

at Mount Perry is very great, and I say to-day 
that the value of property there has not depre
ciated. How was it that the Government had to 
pay compensation for land resumed for the 
purpose of erecting the railway station and the 
post and telegraph office? Some hon. members 
may not recollect the facts. A petition was sent 
down from Mount Perry asking the then Govern
ment to lay out and survey a township--

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : Is there anyone 
living there now? 

Mr. ADA:\iS: That petition was not heard of 
for many months, and the consequence was that 
when the Government would not survey "town
ship at once, the people who owned the adjoining 
land surveyed a township called :Fife Barnett, 
which was sold to the inlmbitants of Mount 
Perry at that time; being a little nearer the 
mines. The result v.as that when the Govern
ment had ~tctually surveyed their land and 
offered it for sale they could not find a purchaser, 
and the whole business portion of the place 
was taken down to Fife Barnett ; and instead 
of the Government erecting the Government 
buildings on the Govemment township they 
had to buy back land at :Fife Barnett from 
the then owners for that purpose. Therefore, 
I do not think it i" just for the hon. gentle
man to try and depreciate property in one 
place for the sake of-I hardly know what 
to term it-making out a good case for the 
Hail way Arbitrator, I do not see because a man 
owns a piece of land, and a rail way is taken 
there, that he should suffer because others are 
enhancin~ the value of their property all round 
him. I think everyone should be treated fairly, 
and thttt wherever land has been resumed in this 
way the owners should be not only remunerated 
irrespective of the land, but also for any damage 
that they may have sustained. I should not 
have risen had it nut been for the hon. gentleman 
endeavouring to depreciate the value of property 
in my electorate. I think that if the hon. gentle
man did not ramble about so much he would save 
a great deal of valuable time in this House. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,
In reference to matters of this kind, now brought 
before the House by the hon. member for Logan 
in a very temperate and moderate way, I am 
inclined to think that the Government have gone 
from one extreme to the other, and that in endea
vouring to avoid Scylla they have fallen into 
Charybdis. Certainly the late Government did 
rnake rrwst enormous awards, as, for instance, in 
this very case of the value of land at Mount Perry. 
I should like the Government to try and sell the 
post and telegraph office there, and see what they 
would get for it. I fancy you might take away the 
post-office altogether; l do not suppose many 
letters go there, and I do not think there is 
much use for the 9 acres and 5 perches for 
which £918 was paid --nearly £100 per acre-and 
the useless refinery where the stuff was no good, 
not 'vorth working. 

1\Ir. ADAJ\iiS: \Vhat refinery was it? 
Mr. L U;'o.ILEY HILL: I suppose it was" copper 

refinery. \Vas it? the hon. member ought to know 
more about it than I do. ~Hany rate, there was no 
copper .: there was brass, more likely. However, 
I do not know who the fortunate j, C. Smyth 
was who got the money. I do not know whether 
he is the gentleman who occupies a position in 
another Chamber, but I fancy I know the con
nection, and where the money went really. I 
recOt,'llise that in the distance. At the same time I 
do not see that because injustices have been per
petrated in the past and that the taxpayers of the 
colony have suffered, therefore the present Gov
ernment are at all justified, in their ardent desire 
to protect the taxpayers in inflicting injustice 
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upon individuals. I think that individuals who 
have got really fair and legitimate claims should 
have those cbims fairly and justly considered. 
I do not believe that the Railway Arbitrator is in 
the slightest det,'I'ee competent to fulfil the nflioe 
which he has to discharge. I do not think he 
knows anything at all about the business, and 
he was put into that position too late in life 
to learn anything of it. I look upon it as a 
business that requires a thorough apprenticeship 
and training ; and that no man taken sud
denly from another line of life altogether 
and put into this office is capable of dis
charging it with proper efficiency. I am quite 
sure that in my private business I would 
not entrust >tny of my land to him, either 
for the object of purchase-or at least I should 
like very much to be able to buy land at 
his price. I have no doubt it would be a good 
thing if one could do that. And I should sell at 
my own afterwards. I do not think the country 
is justified in employing him in that crcpacity. 
He cannot be expected to give satisfaction. I 
think it is unfair to the man himself to be put in 
the position he is in. Nobody can have any 
faith in his decisions. He has had no expe
rience in the business, and I think the Govern
ment ought to appoint a competent man-not 
a judge; I do not think a judge would be the 
very best man for the position, but some man 
who has had thorough practical experience in 
relation to the selling of land and valuing it
who has been paid as a valuator. I am 
thoroughly aware that valuations differ very 
much, as the Minister for vVorks stated; but still 
there are men in Brisbane, men in this House, 
whose valuations you can rely upon to a very 
fair approximate extent. At any rate, whether 
their jurlgments are sound or not, the public 
believe in them. Generally, people who are both 
borrowing and lending money have f:l.ith in their 
valua.tiuns, because they pay for them, and the 
evidence of those men is tttken as worth some
thing. The award or >tppraisement of these men, 
who have had experience in that line, iB sure to 
meet with a certain amount of respect, at all 
events. But at present the thing is a perfect 
farce. As far as I am personally concerned, I 
have often been twitted about being interested in 
some land along· the Cleveland railway line. 
Well, I have been offeredls. for 7 acres ·1 roods
something like 7~ acres-and I simply declined 
to take it. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : It will pay very 
well. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I do not care whether 
it will or not. I bought the land before the 
railway was projected at all, and certainly I 
never advocated the railway. I consider that is 
my land, and I am not going to have it taken 
from me for ls., I do not care what anybody says. 
Therefore, if the rail way does not go there 
I shall be quite willing to accept the fiat of the 
Minister for Works and let it stop where it 
is. I am not going to have my land wrested 
from me, or accept ls. for land which is 
worth certainly a good deal more than that. 
However, I had no intention of bringing this 
matter before the House. I do not care two 
pins whether the railway goes there or not. I 
can keep the land or sell it, but I am not guing 
to submit to an injustice of that kind. I merely 
adduced it as an instance of the practice that is 
going on now, and of the sort of confiscation of 
people's property which the Government appa
rently appear to consider they can exercise with 
impunity. 

Mr. DICKSON said: Mr. Speaker,-There is 
no doubt that it is a very difficult matter to 
arrive at such an award in the matter of pro
perty as will satisfy the owner and also protect 

the State, We all know that there is a dis
position, a tendency at any rate, on the part of 
private proprietors to make the best bargains 
they can with the State. They think the State 
is in a position to give them a much larger price 
than they possibly would obtain from a private 
individual, and therefore I feel that, to a certain 
extent, the Government ought to be protected 
in their transactions with private individuals when 
they have to resume land for public purposes. But 
I feel that generally, as well as in the special 
cases referred to by the hon. member for Logan 
this evening, the matter is one that should re
ceive more consideration than it does from those 
who are a]Jpointed by the Government to assist 
or investigate such cases. I do not think it was 
ever the intention of the Railway Act that pro
perty should be confiscated and that the proprietor 
should not receive compensation ; in fact, that 
confiscation instead of compensation should ensue. 
I must say, from many transactions that have 
come under my notice in connection with land 
resumed for railway purposes, that there does 
seem to be a great tendency on the part of the 
Government officer to deal with all these claims 
in a rough-and-ready way, chiefly leaning towards 
protecting the interests of the State, without 
regard to the possible hardships that may 
be inflicted upon individuals ; because, Mr. 
Speaker, a railway may pass through a man's 
property and very seriously injure it, while a 
proprietor on the other side of the road may 
have all the benefit of the unearned increment 
which that railway confers upon the district. 
Then, again, there is to be considered the 
direction in which a railway may pass throngh 
a man's property, the area of the land taken 
from him, and the quality and character of it 
and other matters in connection with such re
sumption, all of which should be very carefully 
taken into consideration. I must say that some 
cases that I have had anop]lortunity of inquiring 
into in connection with the Logan railway-the 
one to which the hon. member referred -
showed, to my mind, great want of judgment 
on the part of the Hail way Arbitrator in the 
award he tendered, and, indeed, I may say 
that they were, in many cases, to use a mild 
term, really eccentric. I do not think the 
gentleman who made those awards could have 
satisfied himself of the various conditions 
of the properties with which he dealt, and 
I believe that a very great deal of hardship 
has been inflicted upon the owners of those 
prcperties -injustice which I do not think 
any Government would desire to see committed 
in connection with the construction of rail
ways. In building rail ways I do not think 
we ought to hold over landowners the threat 
of confiscating their property if they do not 
accede to the terms the Railway Department 
might dictate. There is no doubt a great 
deal of hearthurning in regard to the manner 
in which lands are valued, and without say
ing that the award of a district court judge 
would be an improvement upon the present 
system, I do certainly think the Government 
ought to be able to find some board of assessors
experts-who would take the pains to inquire 
into the local conditions, and thereby arrive 
at more correct conclusions than have been 
done up to the present time. As I have 
already stated, it seems to me that the Govern
ment officer-possibly he is, for the moment, 
dressed in a little brief authority-takes too 
high-handed a p'ut in the matter and ignores 
the re,sonable repre-;entations of men who natu
rally think, although the railway may be a 
benefit to the district in which it is con
structed, that they have no right to be selected 
as scapegoats for the benefit of their neighbours; 
and I must say that I think the Government do 
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not desirethatmilway construction should proceed 
in that direction. I think the hon. member for 
Logan has clone good service in mentioning- these 
cases, and I ha\·e no doubt that when the Rail
''/:tv estilnatcc;; cmne on for con:":li.deration smne
thing fnrther will be said upon the matter. I 
commeml it to the attention of the :Minister 
for \V orks, and I think he should regard it in 
a much more favourable view th::m he has done, 
by threatening to remove the grievance by stop
ping rail way construction. To 1ny 1nind that is 
not the light in which this matter should be 
considered. I do not think there is any occasion 
for me to show much soreness in the mt:~tter, 
because I believe, in con1n1on \vith other hon. 
members, that the Government desire to do 
what is just towards those who luwe had the 
misfortune-I use the word arl visedly- to !m ve 
rail wayq t'1n:..;tructecl through their lJroperty. I 
would like those to lmve the aclvantitge, enjoyed 
by others in the same c1istrict, of benefiting by n 
railway close itt hn,ncl, without lmving )mrt of 
their property confiscated. I trm<t the mittter 
will receive attention, n,ncl that the hon. Minister 
for 'Works will see that the Railw",y ,\rbitmtor 
is instructed to take more fully into his considera
tion the circumstances in connection with bnd 
resumption for railway puqJoses, which may 
induce him to come to more equitable decisions. 

Mr. SCOTT said: Mr. Speaker,-It has been 
said thitt the Railwity Arbitrator is incompetent 
to do his work. It is not for me to sity whether 
he is or is not; I do not express any opinion upon 
the subject. The only ground, so br as I have 
heard, for saying thitt the Railway Arbitrator is 
incompetent is, that he has given lower n,warcls 
than people have claimed. A pitper was called 
fer by the hon. member, :Mr. Salkeld, in connec
tion with the amounts paid for bnd resumption 
at South port, itncl I wish to citll the attention of 
hon. member.> to it. There aro columns showing 
the mnounts claimed by owner'· as compen<ttion, 
the amounts a"scosed by the rail wity vitluittor '1S 

compeno>etion, and the amounts offered by the 
Commi~sioner for ~Railways as cornpen~a.tion. I 
will read a few of the items j nst as an illustra
tion of the differences between the itmount 
claimed and the amount offered by the Commis
sioner. In one case the sun1 claitned is £8iJO, 
and the arnount offered by the Con1tnil'3sioner was 
£G02; and the Connni;.;sioncr\; offer wa:-:; accepted. 
In the next £fl05was claimed, itml£4±0waso±ferecl; 
the Commiw,ioner's offer was accepted. In the 
next £230 was a8ked; £220 was offered, itnd the 
offer was accepted. In the next £1,000 WitS 
claimed ; £GG3 was oiiered, and the offer was 
accepted. In the firot ccse the mnount clitimcd 
was £200, itnd £i50 WitS orfercd, and yet that oifer 
WitS itccepted. It simply shows-and I pitrticularly 
call itttention to the L1ct-that people in most 
cases cbim it great cleitlmore than they think is 
the value of the land, and itre willing to itccept a 
very much smaller sum. 

The MINISTER :FOR LANDS (Hon. 
H. Jordan) said: J\Ir. Speaker,-It has been 
stated by several hon. members tlmt my hon. 
colleague the Minister for \Vorks said he would 
stop all railw>ey construction unless the people 
whose land was re<lllired for milwity pnrposes 
were more moderate in their demands. I 
did not understand him to make this threat. 
I think that some injustice has been done the 
arbitmtor. It h'w been stated, itnd one or two 
hon. members have repetttecl the statement, tho,t 
he is altogether incompetent for the work which 
he haR been a,ppointe(l to do. It is very easy to 
say tlmt any gentlenun in the Government 
service is incompetent, but it strike.< me thitt 
almoot itny gentleman of intelligence and educa
tion, who had been ll1itny years in the colony, 
and who knew something about the value of 

land, would be competent for the duties which 
this gentleman has to fulfil. I think it is very 
unfair and too much to assert that he is incom
petent for the position he occnpie·'· I h,we some 
sympathy with the hem. member for J,ogan and 
with his constituents in the matter, inasmuch itS 
I know many of those persons personally, and 
should be very sorry to think that any injus
tice hitd been done. I am willing to admit 
that it is possible thitt, in some of tho.se 
cases brought before the H onse by the hon. 
n1ernber for Logan, son1e injustice may have 
been clone ; bnt if so it nmy perhitps be remedied. 
I think, hmYever, there is it disp<',ition on the part 
of some persons who hitve been very clamorous for 
railwitys to consider that the Government is fair 
gitme, :1nd that it is '" gmnd opportunity of 
gutting a, 1nnch largr,r price tha.n they ever r:;up
posed they would get before there was itny pros
pect of"' railwity l1eing nmde. I know that even 
in the Lo"an district the v>tlue of litncl hits been 
greatly e,{hitnced, itnd Wits enhitnced immedi
ately it was known that the Government of the 
clay' were favourable to the constrnction of a 
railwity in the locality; and I know that 
it has been the practice in many places 
for people to take into consideration the 
additionitl value thitt will be given to their 
litml by the construction of a railw"y when send
ing in their claims for compensation for the land 
resumed; but I think that is hardly fair. Very 
likely a verv absurd value is in some instances 
placed on land resumer] for railway purposes. 
The hon. member for Logitn said the 11,rbitrator 
sbtted that the land WitS imhanced in value, but 
declined to state how or to what extent. I 
should snppose that any country land within 
thirty miles of the citpital would be enhanced 
by a railway 11a~sing through, the terminus 
of which would be only a short distance from 
that land, becituse a person putting the land 
to its legitim:ite use-cultivitting it-is thus 
enabled to get his produce to market. I do 
not think there should be anything like spoliittion 
or confiscation in tho resu1nptions; on the other 
hm1d, persons whose property is greatly enhm1ced 
in value by it milwity shonld be modemte in their 
clemcmds. Supposing that fitrmers generally
theY arc the class most interested in the con
stnictinn of ritilwitys in the country districts
were to imitate the very moderate itnd excellent 
example set by the owners of lands between 
here and Cleveland, most of whom proffered 
the bnd re<[uirecl for railway purposes as 
a free gift to the Government if they could 
get the railway, there would be very much 
less difficulty in the matter of making milwitys 
thm1 there is at present. I admit tlmt injustice 
may hitve been clone in some instances with 
resi)ect to the resurnptions on the Logan raih~.ray, 
and if so I hoj,e that jnstice will be done in 
those cases; but I am satisfied that if the ]Jeople 
there had acted on the principle adopted by the 
persons owning bnd between here and Clevelitnd, 
it very small amount would hitve satisfied them. 
The present Government hitve gone into a large 
railway policy, and mitcle themselves very popular 
in so doing, but itn effectuitl obstacle will be 
phlced in their WitY if persons demand exorbitant 
pdces for their land. IV e are itll interested in 
the making of railways-mitking raihvitys will 
settle the country itnil enitble us to carry out 
agricultural settlement-am] I think we should 
all take mere to assist the Government in Citrrying 
out their railw:ty policy, and not put obstacles 
in their v, ,,y by denutnding exceb':dve price~ for 
bnd required for railwity )Jllr]J05cS. 

Mr. CHUBB said: :VIr. Speaker,-I would 
not have spoken on this matter but for a 
remark of the Minister for \Vorks, which showed 
that he entirely misunderstands the functions 
of the arbitrator, He told us in effect that the 
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arbitrator was not to be a judge but a valuer. 
That is quite contrary to the Act, because the 
Act make., the arbitrator a judge-he nnly values 
land in the sense that a judge values it. The 
appointment of arbitrator is regulated by the 5th 
section of the Act as follows :-

"It shall be lrnvful for the Governor, \Yitll the advice 
of the :Executive Conneil, to appoint from time to time 
some fit fLUd proper }_)Cl'son as raihvay arbitrator, pro
vided that sneh offieer shall not he subject to the con
trol or regulations of the 00Jlll1tissioncr. Provided that 
110 b;trristcr or attorney f;hall be so appointed nnles:s he 
shall have been in practice, or have held some jnrlinial 
or legal otlicc nn,lcr the Crown t\vo years immediately 
]n·occding such appoint.ment." 

That section by itself shows that the arbitrator 
is a judge and not a vnJuer. The lOth section 
provides that the arbitre~tor is to hear ancl deter
mine the matters broug·ht before him by the 
parties themselves or thdr counsel or nttorney, 
11nd examine the p:wtics and witnesses upon oath. 
Then it goes on to say :-

"Provided that the arbitrator 1nay call for his mvn 
guidance sneh evidence of vrofcssional persons or others 
as he may thinlc fit." 
The Act as plainly as possible makes him neither 
more nor less than a judge. As soon a··, a dispute 
arises between a claimant and the Commissioner, 
the matter goes before the arbitrator, who takes the 
evidence brought before him on both sides and has 
to dedde betwee11 th~ partits. TIG n1ay gv 0.,11d 
look at the land-jnst like a jnrlge and jury-and 
if he is in doubt he may call in professional evi
dence-the evidence of a valuer. Therefore, to 
say that a judge would not be so competent as 
the arbitmtor is a mistake, because the arbitrator 
is neither more nor less than a judge. It is only 
a qnestion as to whether you have a man 
capable of giving a correct ovinion on the evi~ 
deuce brought before him. I deprecate the 
remark of the hon. member for Cook, Mr. Hill, 
to the effect that the late Government paid large 
sums of money for compensation. If they were 
hrge sums, they were sums awarded by the 
arbitrator, a judicia.! officer appointed by the 
Stnte; and the Government hac] no option but 
to pay them, any mnre than the present Govern
ment has in regard to any award made by the 
present arbitrator. It has been said that the 
htte arbitrator was extravagant, and the pre
sent arbitrator is parsimonious; but \Ve have 
not been in the position of these gentlemen, 
and do not know how they have decided. It 
may be that the present arbitrator tfckes an 
extreme view in the cases brought before him. 
But the main point is this: \Vhen the arbi
trator makes up his award he htts first of all 
to value the land resumed, then adrl to that a 
sum for damage, either by severance or other 
injury to the property; from that he has to take 
the value by which the lall<l has been enhanced 
by making the railway through the land. At 
the same time, all the adjoining owners through 
whose land the railway does not go may partici
pate in the enhancen1ent, though they give 
nothing towards it ; so that the owner whose 
land is resumed is punished twice over. I 
daresay that when it is understood that a rail
way is going to be made in a particubr district 
the price of l::thd goes up, but I clo not think that 
in the particular cases mentioned by the hon. 
member for Logan the prices asked were exorbi
tant. The Minister for Lands is advertising a 
land sale ten or twelve miles from Brishane-
some flat, marshy land towards the sea-shore 
--land which can only he Uf'ed for agricnl· 
tural purposes-and he is asking £Hi per acre. 
The Government are taking advantage of the 
increased value 0f lancl, and they cannot in fair
ne;;s object to pay fail· prices to persons whose 
land they refmme for rccilway purposes. I think 
the hon. member has made out a very good case for 
reconsideration of those awards. The arbitrator 

may have made a mistake. I would not say 
he has wilfully clone wrong, but the system 
is bad. I would like to point out that one 
of the courts in the colony which gives most 
srctisfaction is the nppeal court lm the goldfields, 
where the district court judge sits generally 
with two con1petent 1niners as assessors-1nen 
who understand the case. Those decisions are 
genemlly very satisfactory to the persons _in
terested. There is no rectson why an alteratwn 
should not be made whereby the arbitrator could 
call in as ttR.:;es~ors tvvo per~ons with specin.l 
knowledge of the value in particular cases. The 
Adrniralty ~Judges in England have th: assista,nce 
of two nautical men, and other tnbunals are 
fran1ed on the E:ame systern. \Vhen you have a 
n1an skilled in weighing evidencB and decidin~ 
between conflicting tutimony, aided by technical 
knowledge, thon you have n very good tribunal; 
and something of the same kind might be applied 
tn r::~ilway arbitration. It must not be for
gotten that the railway policy of the present 
Government, and probably of fnture Gove_rn
lnents, is of a very lnrge character, and there 1s a 
great cleal more railway-making now than tlwre 
was twenty years ago, ~vhen the first arbitrator 
was appointed. The work has increased a hun
drerlfold, and will probably increase to a greater 
extent ; so thctt the present system might very 
vicll be cc:nciclcrcd, and, I think, amended in 
some particulars. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
am very glad the hon. member for Logan has 
l1rought this matter before the House. I have 
had some experience of the arbitration court, 
having attended there two or three times myself, 
and I quite agree with what has fall~n from the 
hon. member. I do not blame l\Ir. rhompson, 
but I do not consider that he has the knowledge 
to form the fair and reasonrrble conclusion which 
everyone expects from a gentleman occupying his 
position. The hrm. Minister for vVorks spoke 
as if the value of the land was the only 
item to be considered in nutking a. claim for 
resumption ; but there a"e other things to 
be taken into account- severn,nce, damagef 
conseqnential dmnage, and n1any others. For 
instance, if you get n,n occupation crossing 
allowed to take across your stock or your 
produce, there iB a pcnnlty attached if you fail to 
keen the gate closed and locked, and in many cases 
wh,)re farms are severed in this way there is a 
great increa'·B in the expense of working. If I 
gave this House the capital valne of some of the 
land which the Minister for vVorks has endea
voured to depreciate in this very district referred 
to bY the hon. member for Log»n, I should 
astollish hon. 1nmnbers. I am not going to do it, 
but I could prove it by returns. 'rhe hon. member 
for Cook, iVIr. Lumley Hill, has referred to cases 
where ls. has been offered. I know of one 
instance where a fmnily was getting a living out 
of a dairy farm, and the railway cut them off 
frmn permanent water. To get that water for 
domestic purposes or for the use of their stock 
they had to go fully hai:-a-mile, and yet ls. only 
was offered as compenstttion. I am happy to say 
that when the mfltter · ·as put fairly before the 
Commissioner the award Wl\S increased con
siderably, because ls. w:ts absurd. 

i\Ir. ALAKD : \V as not that a general circular 
sent to all the landowners? 

l\Ir. BUCKLAND: Yes, it was; and I may 
state to this House that in amwer to that 
circuhtr upwards of seventeen and a-hlllf miles 
of la.nd was g·,,t for the nominal sum of ls. on that 
milway. The bctlance will be paill for by valua
tion. .:'<Jow, sir, there are claims that arise-and 
I am convinced tlmt J\!Ir. Thompson cannot see 
the cases-where farms are severed and water is 
cut off from grazing land, so that stock has 
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to be crossed at an occupation gate night and 
morning to get water. Surely a claim arises there. 
In making a valuation I ha Ye ahntys put in such 
a claim, and shall in the future, but I find ,it is 
always very difficult to get any consideration for 
that claim. lleference has been made to the 
enhanced value of bnd in the district more par
ticularly referred to, but I can assure this House 
th,tt the value of land in that district during the 
last two years is not as good as it was at the time 
I speak of-two years ago. You cannot get any
thing like the value unless it is the very best 
scrub land that will grow lucerne. Of course, that 
is not the fault of the rail way. I think the system 
under the Public Works Lands Resumption Act, 
which has been referred to, would be a far 
more reasonable way of arriving at a conclnsion 
on the"e claims for railway resumption. I know 
several families who b,we worked hard to get a 
homestead around them, and then the ra1lway has 
come and depreciated the value of their property. 
I do not think it is fair that when a railway goes 
through a man's property he should have to 
suffer all the damage, while his neighbour, who is 
not touched, receives all the benefit. I could refer 
to cases in the neighbourhood of the Logan, but 
as they are not yet settled I shall not bring 
them before the House. The cases referred to 
by the hon. member for Leichhardt were settled, 
not before the arbitrator, but before the Com
missioner, and I should advise anyone who has a 
claim to have it settled, if possible, before the 
Commissioner, because I am sure that gentleman 
would take a much more sensible and a broader 
view of the case than the present Railway Arbitra
tor. I have nothing to say againbt the arbitrator 
personally, but I do not think he is fit for the 
position he occupies. 

Mr. GRIMES said: Mr. Speaker,-! think 
the individuals in whose interests the hon. mem
ber for Logan has introduced this matter have 
genuine grievances, and I am very sorry that th" 
hon. member for Logan, after bringing up the 
matter in such a moderate straightforward way, 
should have been met as he has been met by the 
hon. Minister for \V arks this evening. I cannot 
see that it is the duty of the Minister, in stand
ing by the appointment he has made to that 
office, to deal so harshly with those who mention 
grievances in this House. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS : I did not 
make the appointment. 

Mr. GRIMES: I have seen some of the awards 
and the claims sent in by the owners of the 
properties in the return that ha.s been laid on the 
table of the House. I think that the claims sent 
in were very moderate in most instances, and 
that they certainly should have been met in a 
very different way from that in which they were 
met. It is very little use for any person to bring 
a claim before the arbitrator if the arbitrator is 
not to be guided in some measure by the evi
dence set before him. The Minister for \Vorks 
claims that the arbitrator should use his own 
judgment. Possibly he should to a certain extent, 
but he should not set up his judgment against all 
the evidence that has been adduced in the case. 
I think that any hon. member who reads the 
evidence that has been given in many of the 
cases which have been brought under our notice 
this afternoon will see that the arbitrator gDve 
an award directly contrary to the evidence. The 
Minister for Works contends that the evidence 
of persons who own land in a district where 
resumptions have been made should not be 
taken in valuing the land. I cannot agree with 
him in that opinion. l<'or instance, in the case of 
farming land, who should be a better judge 
of its value than a farmer? A commission 
agent or valuator in Brisbane is not able to 
value a farm properly ; they have Yery little 

idea as to what can be returned from a 
certain portion of land resumed from a farm. 
:Mention has been made this afternoon of one 
farm in the district of Coomem. I know that 
farm very well, and I can bear out the statement 
made by tho hon. member for Logan with respect 
to it. It is a vcr,· highly cultivated farm, one of 
the best in the district. I have seen the damage 
done to that farm by the railway works, and I 
can say that what was paid to the claimant in 
that instance is under the value of the land, 
setting aside altogether the damage done to the 
farm by severance. '!'he land is all cleared, and 
I believe a good portion was laid down in lucerne. 
I can state, from my own knowledge of the 
expense of clearing land of that character, that 
it could not have been cleared for less than £15 
or £18 an acre, yet all that has been pai<l to him 
for Reverance and everything, is something like 
£20 an acre. At the same time land near that 
property, uncleared, unfenced, and unimproved 
in any way, is in demand at from £10 to £14 an 
acre. I know a piece of land there of some tifty 
or sixty acres for which £10 an acre has been 
refused. The railway goes through the best por
tion of Mr. Oxenford's farm in a diagonal direc
tion, leaving a three-cornered piece of about 
twelve acres, as far as my memory serves me, 
which is an awkward piece for any farmer to cul
tivate. Every time he ploughs he has a deal of 
lost time, having short tnrnstogowith his plough, 
and he cannot lay out his crops as he could 
if the land had been in its ordinary state. Again, 
the resumption is not simply a piece of land a 
chain wide through the farm; the department 
have taken three chains. An embankment was 
required there, and as there was not soil enough 
to make it the department took three chains 
wide, using two chains out of three for the 
purpose of getting soil for the embankment. 
That has thoroughly ruined the £arm. I consider 
from my knowledge of farming that 1\~r. Oxen
ford would not have been more than fauly com
pensated if he received £400 for the damage done. 
\Ve must bear in mind that when a man takes a 
farm and settles upon it he does so with the idea 
of making it his home; he calculates the amount 
of improvements required for working that farm 
properly, and very likely spends £800 or £1,000 
in improvements on a farm of the area of that 
now under consideration. And if there is taken 
from him a large portion of his arable land, that 
diminishes the value of the whole of the improve
ments on the land, because he has not the full 
use of the improvements. I know another case 
down on the Logan where the claim sent in was 
most moderate. Nevertheless that claim has, I 
am told, been rejected, and a very much smaller 
sum than that asked has been offered by the 
department. It is the case of a sugar plantation, 
and the line passes right through it. Hon. 
members who know anything about growing 
sugar know very well that a plant for making 
sugar cannot be put up for less than about £30 
an acre for the area of land cultivated. A 
person is obliged to have that plant and machinery 
for taking off the crop and converting it into 
sugar ; and if the Government resume a portion 
of the land for the working of wliich the neces
sary machinery is provided, a serious loss is 
inflicted on the proprietor as long as he occupies 
the place, because he has a la.rger mill than he 
needs for the area under cultivation. That is a 
matter which is not taken into consideration by 
the arbitrator in his mntrds. I believe that the 
claims sent in for damage done to farms and 
sugar plantations is very often far below what 
the real damage is. I see no hope of doing 
away with these constant complaints about 
arbitration cases until there is a reform in the 
system itself. I look upon it as a bad system, 
seeing that a single individual is able under it to 
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make an awrtrd from which there is no appeal 
unless the amount is over £500. vVhy should 
not a person whose claim is under £[500 have the 
right of appeal? \Vhy should not a man who is 
awarded £:~00, or £10, if he feels that an in
justice has heen done him, hrtve the right to 
appeal from the award of that one individual? 
I see no reason why claimants for small amounts 
should not be nllowed to appeal from the arbi
trator t" the district court ; or in the case of 
very small sums, to a court of petty ses_;ions. I 
believe that in all cases over £500 there is the 
right of appeal to the Supreme Court. I think 
it is unfair to those who htwe their lands forcibly 
taken away from them for railway purposes that 
they should have to submit to the dictum of one 
individn11l, who.Ye judgment is very often warped. 
I am glad that the hon. member for Logan has 
introduced this nmtter; it i;. high time it wrts 
introduced, and that some alteration was made 
in the system of arbitration. 

Mr. PALMRR said: l\Ir. Speaker,- If this 
discussion on land resnn1ed for rail way pn:rpos.ef:l 
only shows the Government the necessity of 
havin~ as n1any r:1ilway snrveys c::trried out as 
possible, wherever railways are likely to be 
made, in order that they may resume land and 
save this enonnons expenHe that is going on, it 
will have done some good. I notice, at page 83 
of the report of the Commissioner for Rail wttys, 
that there has been paid away in the southern 
part of Queensland, for land resumed for rail
way purposes alone, up to the end of 1S86, no 
less a sum than £231,477. And that enormous 
expendit11re is still going on. Now that the 
country is being opened up, and railways are 
being asked for in every direction, it should be the 
first duty of the Government to see that the land 
on all the possible routes is surveyed, and it will 
be found that the expense of the survey parties 
now will prove to be economy in years to come. 

The Ho~ .• J. M. 2YIACR08SAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-This discussion will he useless unless 
there is smne practica1 suggestion nut.de. No one 
can blame the Government for what the arbi
trator does if he acts according to the law. His 
duties are clearly !aiel clown l~y the Act of 1872, 
which was read by the hon. member for Bowen, 
and in another Act which waR passed in 1880, 
when the late Government was in m1\ce. By 
these two Acto his conduct is entirely regulated, 
so that whate1·er blame is attached to him for 
not giving full c01npensation for land resurned is 
the fault of the syotem, nut of the Government, 
because the arbitrator must follow the bw. Up 
to the time the late G<lVernment took office the 
complaints were all on the other side. The 
complaints then were that people got too much 
for their land-that they fir,,t petitioned to 
have a railway made, and as soon as they got 
the land resumed they put in absurd claims for 
compensation for land taken np. In one par
ticular in;;tance of a raliway there was as much 
paid for cornpensation as we 1nake rail ways for 
now. Between £2,000 and £3,000 a mile was 
paid for compensation between Brisbane and 
Ipswich, and we have made railways since then 
for that sum. Therefore, when the late Govern
ment came into office a ·law was introduced by 
which the proceedings of the Hailwtty Arbitr"tor 
are regubted. If he has gone to the other extreme 
in enforcing this la.w he has 1nnde u 1niRta.ke. 
But no good crLn con1c out of this discussion 
unless there is some alter~ttion nmcle in the lttw. 
The 8th section of the Act of 1880 ,cays that-

" E\'err nward made by the railway arbi4rator shall 
set forth seJ.-laratcly-

" (1.) The amount of damage found by him to be sus
tained by the owner or p;uty interested in the land 
taken, used, or temporm·ily occupied for the purpose of 
the raihvay or tra.mway, or injuriously affected by the 
com~trnction thereof. 

1887-3 D 

"(2.) The amonnt by which the value of other land of 
such person or pnrty is enhanced by the construction of 
the raihvay or tram,vay." 
It alw,tys happened, before this Act became law, 
that when a nmn had ft large quantity of land, or 
se\'eral small parcels of land, and the Railway 
Commissioner resumed a certain portion of it, 
the Railway Commissioner had to pay a very large 
price for the land resumed, but there was no 
account taken of the enhanced value which the 
making of the railway gave to the land which the 
man held beyond the resumed part. Therefore 
this 2nd subsection was introduced. And it 
may happen that some of the cases mentioned by 
the hon. member for Logan may be explained in 
that way; the owners of the resumed lancl may, 
perhaps, ha Ye had other land which the making 
of the rail wrty will enhance in value, and the 
Railway Arbitrator has taken account of it, as he 
was bound to do. The clause continues :-

" {:).) The amount by which the value of the land 
injurion~ly affected is enhanced in other respects by such 
t>'Cmstrnction. 

",) .. ) '!'he net amount of compensation payable to such 
mvner or party." 
I take it, that if we are going to do away with 
complaint.,, either from the Government that 
they arc being absurdly fleeced hy claimants 
for compensation for land resumed for railways 
or from people that they have been unjustly 
dealt with by the ltailway Arbitrator, we must 
alter the whole system of the law. When a 
railway is made through a district it does not 
merely enhance the value of the land of the man 
who loses a certain portion-it enhances the 
value of the land on each side of it to a certain 
extent ; and I therefore think that if we are 
going to alter the law, it should be done in the 
direction that all lands which are enhanced in 
value should be rated at a certain amount, and out 
of the moneys derived lrom that source payments 
should be made in compensation to those who 
lose by the making of railways. By that means 
the people would be dealt with fairly, and the 
Government would lose nothing. Any altera
tion of the law should be somewh:ctt in that 
direction. This is not a new question. It was 
brought before the House some years ago by 
myself and others, and I think that if it were 
carried out we should hear no more of those 
complaints which were made, and properly 
made, by the hon. member for Logan; nor of 
the comphints which were made formerly by the 
Gol'ernment, that the Government were robbed 
by people making absurd claims. 

::VIr. ISAMBJ~RT said : Mr. Speaker,-Oom
plaints have been rife for a considerable time 
'vith regard to awards for; compensation tnade 
by the present Hail way Arbitrator; and the hon. 
member for Logan is to be praised for bringing 
those complaints before the House, in order that 
we may have the matter thoroughly ventilated. 
I ttm not acquainted with the particular cases 
under notice; but from what has come within my 
own personal knowledge, I am convinced that 
the whole system is founded on a wrong basis. 
In one particulrtr case which I watched, the Rail
way Arbitrator seemed to act as agent for the 
Government, and set aside all evidence. The 
case I refer to is that of Mr. Hartmann, of 
Toowoomba. A greater wrong could not be 
done to anyone than was done to him. So much 
was that the case, that whenever people are 
threatened to have their land resumed, they 
wi,;h that the line may not go through it, because 
invari"bly they come off second-best. They 
would rather accept any offer they can get than 
have their case brought before the arbitrator. 
But the greatest wrong is, that in all cases where 
the award is below £500, there is no appeal 
possible. It is simply a law for the rich 
and not for the poor. As I said, evidence 
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has been deliberately set aside, and sums 
have been awarded as compensn,tion br below 
what was offered for the land ye>trs n,go. 
The hon. member for Townsville inrlicn,ted the 
right wn,y in which this conld be altered. Cer
tainly the Government are obliged to guard the 
Tren,sury against exorbitant demand,, but why 
should those who own such lands suffer for the 
enhancement of the value of land all round? The 
best way to get over this difficulty would be to 
make all land affected in value-say, from one 
to two miles on each side-pay a certain rate 
towards compensation, and let all persons affected 
by the resumption, as well as by the railway rate, 
together appoint one assessor or valuator, and the 
Government appoint another, and I would appoint 
a Snpreme Court judge umpire in case these two 
could not agree. There would be wme justice in 
that. I have had some experience of railway 
resumptions in the old country, Germany and 
Prussia, which is considered n, very n,utocratic 
country; but I can assure you, JYir. Speaker, that 
such stn,r chamber arbitrary proceedings as we 
hn,ve here wonld not be suffered there for one 
moment. There is fn,r more justice meted out 
in connection ':"ith rn,ilwn,y resumptions there 
than in this colony. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: No, no! 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! am 
afraid we are drifting hack to the state of things 
that existed before 1S72, when a Bill was brought 
ht by Mr. \Vttlsh, then Minister for 'Works in 
Sir Arthur Palmer's GoYernment, on the sub
ject. At thn,t time claims for re .umption were 
assessed by the ordinn,ry prucess of >trbitration, 
and the Bill was to provide for the appointment 
of a single arbitmtor who would not be an advo
cate for-either party. Thn,t Bill was oppos.,·d on 
the ground that the old arbitration system. waq 
n, better one ; and so it wn,s for the cln,inmnt, 
I believe. 'When the Public ·works Resumption 
Act of 1878 ')'as brought in the result of the 
Act of 1872 had already been to cut down 
and 1·educe exorbitant claims so much that 
a number of people said they would stand it no 
longer. They insisted upon going back to the 
old arbitmtion system. Under that system the 
public Treasury was fleeced to a gren,t extent, 
consciously or unconsciously. There seems to be 
an irresistible inclination on the part of lJeople 
who are dealing with the Government t<J try and 
get as much out of them as possible. I think we 
shall see inafewdays a very admimbleillustration 
of the way in which this is carried on. A man 
bought a whole property for £] ,000 after notice 
of resumption, and then when a small fraction in 
a corner of it was wanted for rail way purposes he 
sent in a claim for £3,000. That is th@ sort of 
thing thn,t is often done, and then they appeal to 
the House to give them the money. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Thn,t is the un
earned increment. 

The PRE:i\IIER: He bought the property 
after notice of resumption-at lNtst after it was 
known that the milway was to be made, whether 
formal notice had been given or not. And in these 
cases the hon. member for Logn,n says he must 
appeal to this House. I do not think this House 
is n, good tribunal to deal with matters of this 
kind. I quite agree that the ln,w should be 
n,ltered, and altered in a good many respects. 
In one pn,rticular I think a very useful alteration 
might be mn,de. That is, that in the cn,se of n, 
proposed line of railway the Government should 
be able to make a valuation and give notice of 
resumptions without being bound to take the 
land, as I believe they are bound to do when 
they have once given notice; n,nd thn,t if they 
found the claims too great they should not 
be bound to go on with the construction of 

the line. Under the present system people 
chmour for milways, and n,s soon as notice of 
resumption is given, they send in such claims 
that it is diifieult for the GoYernment to construct 
the line at all. I believe the present Railwn,y 
Act is, on the whole, a good one, if the arbitra
tor does his duty in accordance with wlmt is 
there ln,id down. Another very useful alteration 
is that just suggested by the hon. member for 
Rosewood. I hen,r it was snggested before that 
by the hon. member for Townscille, and it is 
something like one he proposed some years 
ago. I believe that system could be carried 
out easily enough by adopting tl~e scheme 
we adopted in the Agricultural Dramage Act, 
by which those who derive the benefit of the 
work n,re rnn,de to ben,r to the cost. I think 
the same thing might be done in connection 
with our railways. I do not think we should 
then have so rnany demn,nds for railwa,ys. A 
good many people would wn,nt to know what 
they would have to pay before they clamoured 
for a railway. I am sure it would be possible 
to adopt those two n,mend ments in the law. 
They are perfectly reasonable in themselves. 
The alteration would relieve the Treasury of a 
considemble burden, n,nd would do injustice to 
nobody. 

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-! am 
glad to hear from the hon. the Premier that 
there is a prolmhility of something being done 
in the direction he has indicated. I do not know 
that there is any good in a discussion of this 
kind, except it leads to an alteration of the law 
as it stands at present. I believe hon. rnemlmrs 
know of rrmny cases in which people lmve not 
heen rightly dealt with under the present system. 
I myself know several cases of apparent hardship, 
but as they are to come before the Hail wn,y 
Arbitrator I shall not refer to them now. 
But I would point out th[tt there is n, wide
spread feding of distrust and diilsatisfn,ction 
with the mn,nner in which railway n,rbitration 
is conducted at present. In fact, many people 
prefer, rather than to go arbitration, to accept 
whn,tever the Commissioner offers them. In 
cn,,es of small n,mount they have no alternn,tive 
but to accept what the Railway Arbitmtor 
awards them, and in several cases I know he has 
awarded less than the Commissioner had offered. 
In one case he awarded nothing at all, n,lthough 
the Commissioner hn,d offered to give something. 
I do not know the Rail way Arbitrator ; I never 
saw him in my life to my knowledge, but I 
have heard a great number of serious complaints 
as to his decisions. Of course, I am not in 
a positinn to sn,y whether they are just or not, 
but I feel persuaded that some of them are. 
Another matter bearing, perhaps, on this snbject 
is this : A great deal of da1nage is sometilnes 
done to property, not only by the land being 
taken away, but by roach being closed, and the 
only means of accer;s to ln,ncl avaibble for build
ing sites being rail way gates. It. would be far 
cheaper in the long run and m every wn,y 
for the Rail wn,y Department to construct oYer
road bridges in such cases. It would sn,ve the 
cost of gates, the gatekeeper's cottage, and 2lso 
the expense of keeping a gn,tekeeper there for 
ever. I know some cases where a perfect hn,rd
ship has been done in that wn,y. The land is 
valuable almost entirely for building sites, and 
was bought for that purpose, but in consef[uence 
of people having to go through milway gates and 
over n, level crossing, they prefer to pay a fair and 
proper rent in some other place where they would 
not have the anxiety and fear of accidents occur
rin~. I think such cases de~ervo considern,tion. 
I shall be very glad to see a Bill brought in 
embodying the amendments thn,t have been 
suggested; n,nd if this debn,te results in thn,t it 
will not have been in vain, 
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Mr. KELLETT said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
glad to hear this matter bronght np again, and 
hope that it will be the means of doing some 
good. I was not present when the hon. member 
for Logan stated the cases he knew of, but 
about this time hst ye1tr I brought forward 
one or two cases that were, to 1ny rnind, 
as glaring cases of incapacity aR, I think, 
any man could be guilty of. I do not know 
this Railway Arbitrator-! have never seen 
him ; but i had full particulars of the two 
cases I brought up, and they were not denied 
in any way. I have no doubt that the man 
thoroughly neglected his work. If he had wished 
to learn his duty, he could have done so by the 
evidence he has obtained ; he has not clone 
Ro, and the sanw thing is going on now. \Vhat 
I said. then, fend wlmt hon. members may say 
now, w1ll not be of "HY benefit. No mrttter wlmt 
hon. lllPlnhers nHty sny or bring- before this House, 
no notice h~ t~tken of it. It h; waHte of tilne 
bringing up the~e nuttters. I1a.st sef3:sion it \Yrts as 
plain as pmmible to n1e, and this evening hon. 
members have all a~reecl that this man i'l 
incflpable for the work and does not act in a fair 
and impartial way. No man who has had any 
dealing with him says that he acts fairly. If it 
were only one or two who said so, it. is possible 
that they might be mistrtken or led away; but 
all hon. members are of the same opinion-they 
say the man is unfit for his work. I arn per
fectly satisfied that he does not know anything
about the valuation of land, anrl, whttt is more, 
he will not learn. 

Mr. ST:B;VK''-JS, in reply, said: :;\Ir. Speaker, 
-I shall not take up much of the time of the 
House in replying, chiefly because the :Minister 
for "\Vorks has given me nothing to reply to. 
\Vhat I htwe to ;::omplain of on the part of 
the Government this evening is that they have 
taken no trouble, either by looking through 
papers or by any other nwans, to ascertain 
whether the statements I have made are correct 
or not-whether the men I have referred to have 
been har<lly treated or not. Now, the 7\linister 
for Lands said that in m:111y cases thronl!hont the 
country, pro]Jerties have been pnrcha.,ed by cer
tain parties as soon as it was known that the land 
;vonld be reC[uired for a railway, and then largely 
mcreased the value attached to them. In all 
the cases I have mentioned, the land had 
been bought long before the land along the line 
of rail way \Vas resnrned, and in n1~ny caseR years 
before it was ~ven anticipated there would be a 
line of railway through that pr1rt of the country. 
The hon. member for Leichharclt, JI,Ir. Scott, 
referred to some cases at Southport, in which 
the claimants had accepted the offers of the 
Commissioner for Railways" and that the 
amounts offered were much smaller than the 
amounts claimed. The hon. member sllid that 
proved that the amonnts asked were exorbitant, 
but it proved nothing- of the kind. It proves this, 
to my mind, nncl to those who know anything about 
the cases, that the clairnrrnts accepted sums of 
money, knowingverywell that it w<es utterly useless 
trying to get any more. Other,; are so clisgnstcd 
at the treatment they have met with th1tt they 
will not accept the award of the liailway Arbi· 
trator. Smne hon. 111en1ber.., nlisunLlorstuocl n1e 
when I referred to the jndge. I did not say, or 
I did not intend to '"'Y' tbat a judge shoul<l be 
appointed arhitmtnr. I believe I said wlutt I 
mennt to say, and that was, that I believed the 
man who is appointed arbitrator requires the 
same qualiiictttions as a j nclge. He should be 
able to sift evidence and retain what is good, and 
leave out tbat which is worthless, and he able to 
arrive at an irnpartial decision as regard::; the 
cases before him. Of course, ,,omeone has to 
suffer in these resumptions for railway purposes, 
and it is very hard that the owners of land should 

be compelled to suffer for the general advantage 
of the district. Taking it upon the broad gronnd 
that the~e railways are constituted for the general 
good of the colony, fn,ir amounts for con1pensa~ 
tion should be paid to claimants by the country 
generally. Railways ttre constructed for the 
benefit of a district, and the persons who lose 
their land should be paid a fair price for it by the 
district. In setting forth my case this afternoon I 
purposely kept back all kinds of sentimentorcolour
ing, and put it as calmly as I could before the 
H'ouse, so that I should not be accused of having 
m»cle extraordinary stn,tements. But I must 
admit that I was rather surprised at the way in 
which the hon. Minister for "\Vorks replied, when 
he inferred that the claimants in these cases, 
with myself as connected with them, were out
rageouS robbers. That was the itnpression con
vevcd to my mind. He did not strtte that these 
ca~es were ~11 bat! cases, and he did not defend 
his arbitrator on any fair ground; but he built 
up smne speeious case about an ironbark ridge 
not worth £3 10s. per acre, and that is the 
reason why all these men's claims are wrong. 
There is no argument in that. Althongh 
the hon. :Minister for "\Vorks denied havinf( 
made any statement in regard to stopping rail
ways, he cmweyed the impression to the mind of 
every hon. member that he wonld stop these 
claims all through the country by stopping all 
the rail way works. The hon. gentleman has 
known for some time that I intended to bring this 
matter before the House, because I told him so 
not later than yesterday. I told him that I was 
going to bring it up this afternoon, in order that he 
might have an opportnnity of conferring with his 
arbitrator, and of luoking up papers, so that he 
might have a defence. Perhaps the withdrawal 
of the men from the trial survey to the 
Tweed had something to do with the stop
ping of railway works in the districts where 
they are not sa,tisfied with the awards of the 
Railway Arbitrator. It may be that or it may 
be something else. "\Vhen the hon. gentleman 
was appointed :Minister for Works he cut down 
the staff in all directions-dismissed surveyors 
and other officers-and then, finding a geneml 
election approaching, and that some cli,trict 
which had been badly_ used for yettrs past, and 
had had a rail way dangled under its nose for years, 
mnst be s"tisfied, he transfers the surveyors from 
the survey of a more important line-one that 
we know will not be a first-class paying line 
until it is continued-to some other district. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was 
clone before I took the office. 

Mr. STEYE::'\S : These men were not re
mm-er! before you took the office. 

The :MIXISTER FOR WORKS: They ought 
to ha Ye been, at all events. 

Mr. STBVENS : It suggests itself in this 
lig-ht to my mind : that the hon. gentleman 
finds the electors of Cleveland are not at all 
satisfied with the way in which they have been 
treated, and at the last moment he sends 
surveyors to try to pacify them in some way. 
Then it is quite possible that the surveyors will 
be sent to survey some other line. The two lines 
have been dangled before the electors of Cleve· 
land for three or four years, and now, perhaps, 
there is to be another line. To do this the 
GoYernment take the surveyors away from a line 
which the late Minister for \Vorks ~aid, over and 
over again, he regarc1ecl as being one of the best 
paying lines in Queensland, and that he <3Xpected 
that within twelve months from the time it was 
completed, there would be a dozen trains a clay 
running on it. The present IYiinister for Works, 
for the reasons I have intimated, perhaps, means 
this as part of the intimidation. 

The PREMIER : Nonsense l 
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Mr. STEVENS : It is very little use the 
Premier saying " Nonsense," when the hon. 
Minister for \Vorks ha:< threatened that he 
would cease the construction of the Logan line. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did not. 
Mr. STEVENS: The hon. gentleman said if 

he had his way he would stop these claims by 
stopping rail way construction. Those are not 
his exact words, but that is the gist of what 
the hon. gentleman said. If he thinks I am 
to be deterred from bringing the cases of 
any of my constituents or anything of 
general interest to the colony before the House 
by any threat of that sort, he is mistaken. 
I do not think I was ever driven in that direction 
in my life ; and I am not going to commence 
now. The cases I have referred to will stand 
on their own bottom ; they do not require any 
further argument from me. I have been pleased, 
and so will the unfortunate sufferers, at the 
warm way in which their case has been taken 
up this afternoon. I think the debate will 
cause a change in the law, and that was my chief 
object. I knew I oould obtain no redress at the 
present time for these unfortunate men, but I 
hope there will be a speedy change in the law ; 
so that if sufferers at the present time get no 
redress a great deal of suffering may be pre
vented in the future. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B. B. 
Moreton) said: Mr. Speaker,-I take this 
opportunity of drawing the attention of the hon. 
member for Northern Downs to some remarks 
he made last night in speaking on the Electoral 
Districts Bill. He is reported to have said :-

"He might mention tha,t Burrandowan, Hawk wood, 
and the Auburn, and all that part of the llnrnett were 
anxious to be attached to the Xorthern Dmvns elec
torate. They sent in a 1)etitiou to that effect ~ome time 
ago." 
When he made that remark I thought he had 
fallen into an error, becau~e if such a petition 
had been sent in I should have heard some
thing a bout it. After the debate was over I 
saw two gentlemen from the district he referred 
to and they said that no petition had ever been 
got up for that purpose. I therefore wish to ask 
the hon. member whether those are the word, he 
meant to use last night? 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,-! am very 
much obliged to the Colonial Secretary for 
drawing attention to this matter, which I 
should have done myself if he had not. The 
whole matter was a mere slip of the tongue, 
and I did make the mistake to which he 
refers; but it does not alter the effect of the 
argument I Wt>s using. I was attempting to 
show that this part of the Burnett was natu
rally connected with Northern Downs, and in 
order to prove that, I intended to state that a 
petition had been sent in asking that the district 
should be joined to the \V ambo Division; but by 
mistake I used the words "Northern Downs 
electorate" instead of ''\V ambo Dh·ision." The 
argument remains good, as showing that the 
interests of the two districts are identical. I am 
sure that none of the Colonial Secretary's con
stituents wish him to cease to represent them, 
and it would be highly improbable that those 
people would petition to be joined to an elec
torate which was about to be extinguished. 

Question put and negatived. 
LADY BOWEN HOSPITAL LAND SALE 

BILL. 
PERMISSION TO EXAMINE A J\1EiiiBER OE' THE 

LEGISLA~'IVE CouNCIL. 

Mr. \V. BROOKES said : Mr. Speaker,
\Vith the permission of the House I should like 
to move a formal motion in reference to a 

message to the Legislative Council asking per
mission for the select committee of this House 
on this Bill to examine a memher of the other 
House. I move that the following message be 
sent to the Legislative Council :-

" ~IR. PRESIJYKKT, 

(<The Legislative Asscmhly haying appointed a 
select committee to consider and report npon the Lady 
Howen Lying-in Ho1:11Jit.al Land Sale Bill, and that com
mittee beingdesironsto examine the Hon. J. S. Turner in 
reference thereto, beg to request that the Legislative 
Conncil will give leave to their said member to attend 
accordingly on such day and days as sllall be m·rangcd 
between him and U1e said Cmnmit.tcc." 

I do not think the House will offer any oppo
sition to that, Mr. Speaker. 

Question put and passed. 

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER said : l have to report to the 
House that I have received the following mes
sages from the Legislative Council ;--

DIVISIONAL BOARDS BILL. 

"}fR. SPEAKER, 

"The Legislative Council have this day agreed to a 
Bill intit.uled 'A Bill to consolidate and amend the laws 
relating to loeal go-vernment outside the boundaries 
of municilmlitic'l,' with the amendments indicated by 
the accompanying schedule, in which amendments the 
Legislative Couneil requests the concurrence of the 
IJegislativc Assembly. 

1
' Legislative Council Chamber, 

"20th September, 1887." 

HA. H. PALM ER, 

"President. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that the message be taken into consideration 
to-morrow. 

Question put and passed. 

BUNDABERG Smmor, OF AltTS LAND SALE BILL. 

"}!R. SPEAKER, 

"TheJjegis.lative Council having this day agreed to 
a Bill intituled 'A Bill to cn:.~ble the trustees ot' three 
allotments of lan(l in the town of Hnwlaberg, granted 
for the purposes of a school of arts, to sell or 1nortgage 
the same or any part or portion thel'eof, together with 
the buildings erected thereon, and to deYote the pro
ceeds to the building of ~L new school of arts,' beg now 
to return the same to tl1e Legislative Assembly without 
amendment. 

H LcgislatiYe Council Chmnbors, 
"29th September, 1887." 

"A. II. PAL]LER, 

"President. 

VALUATION BILL. 
1

' }fR. SPEAKER, 

H 1'he I.egislative Council having had under con
sideration the message of the Legislative Assembly 
relative to the amendment 1nflde by the Legislative 
Council in the V~tluation Bill, beg now to int1mate that 
they agree to the amendments made by the Legislative 
Assembly on their amendment. 

11 Legislative Council Chambers, 
"2Uth September, 1887." 

"A. II. PAI,~r.ER, 

H President. 

REPORT OF REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
COlVI::\II'J'TEE. 

On notice of motion No. 3 being called-· 

"Mr. lllack to move,-That the report of the Refresh
ment Rooms Committee be adopted"-

Mr. ALAND said : Mr. Speaker,-! called 
out "Not formal" just now when you called 
this motion, because the hon. member for 
Mackay was not preeent, and I know he wants to 
make some alteration, with the consent of the 
House, in the recommendations of the committee, 
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The SPEAKER : The hon. member is not in 
order in making any remarks. 

Mr. ALAND: I merely wish to explain why 
I would ask the House to postpone the motion 
until to-morrow. I want to explain my yJOsition 
to the House. Nir. Black has not authorised me 
to act on his behalf, but as one of the members 
of the Refreshment Hooms Committee I know 
he wanted to go on with the matter this after
noon. 

Mr. NOR TON: Do you want to postpone it 
till to-morrow? 

Mr. ALAND : Mr. Black has not asked me 
to do so; but I will give a fresh notice in his 
name for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker 

left the chttir, and the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the \Vhole to further consider the 
Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

MARINE FORCE, 

The PREMIER, in moving that there be granted 
a sum of £12,541 for salaries and contingencies in 
connection with the :Marine :Force, said there 
was an additional drill instructor on the staff, and 
there was a small increase of £105 for rations on 
the" Gayundah." Under the heading "Naval 
Brigade" there WILS a considerable increase
fifty-four--in the number of men, but there was a 
diminution in the amount asked fur in conse
seqnence of the reduction of the number of 
days on which it was proposed to call the 
men out. The whole vote was nearly the 
same as last year. He would be glad to 
give any inforrnation hon. rrlBmber::; wished 
to obtain. There were two companies of 
the Naval Brigade in Brisbane with 2 officers 
and 100 men; Rockhmnpton, 3 officers and 50 
men; 1\laryborough, 3 officers and 50 men; 
Townsville, 3 officers and 50 men ; and it was 
proposed to make provision for a company at 
Cooktown, and a COlllpany at Cairns. rrhe 
Naval Brigade contained a particularly good 
class of men, who did their work very well in 
every place where a company wa:; established. 

JI!Ir. l'\01-tTON said that during last session 
they hall been informed that the colonial gunboat 
'' Gayundah" had been allowed to fly the white 
ensign, and they were led to believe that there 
was son1e greftt advantage to be derived fron1 
that. Since the prorogation of Parliament some 
difficulty lmd taken place between one of the 
officers of the "Gayundah" and some tradesmen 
of Brisbane, and he thought the matter was one 
which ought to be looked into in the interests 
of tradespeople. As far as he recollecte'l the 
affair, the officer of the law was prev'entecl from 
going on board to serve an execution on that 
officer-he thought it wa'l a bailiff who was 
sent after him. At any rate he knew that as 
the boat went from the shore on one side, 
the officer saw it coming, and slipped out on 
the other side of the vessel in another boat, 
and made over to South Brisbane. Having 
al'l'ived there, he made off up the street, and was 
followed by the bailiff, or whoever he was, and a 
long chase ensued, in which the officer of the law 
eventually won. That was an important matter. 

The PREMIER : When was this? 
Mr. l'\01-tTON said be thought it had occurred 

during the recess. The hon. gentleman might 
have been in England when it happened, but the 
hon. member for Enoggera would remember the 
circumstances. After that had occurred, the 
tradesmen took somE' action, and they found 
that they were unable to do anything, because 
the vessel was flying the white ensign, and 
consequently they could not board the vessel, 

He did not know how the whole affair was 
settled, but he was quite sure the hon. member 
for Enog-gera could give thern son1e inforn1ation, 
as the Premier was not aware of the fact. It 
h~d created a great deal of scandal, and was a 
disgrace to the colony, and not only that, but 
it was a great injustice to the tradespeople. He 
thought the officer was Lieutenant Hesketh, and 
that after he had run up bills his creditors were not 
able to get at him. There had, he believed, been 
a court-martial held, and the officer htcd been dis
missed; if the Premier had not heard of the affair 
before, it was quite time he should do so. He 
had mentioned the matter, as he wished to know 
whether the white ensi,;n protected debtors who 
happened to be employed on the vessel from the 
law, because if it did it was very undesirable 
that the vessel should fly it. 

The PREMIER ;mid he had never heard of 
the affair before. He had thought that he had 
read all the Brisbane papers while he was away. 

Mr. NORTON: You must have missed one. 
The PREMIER said he had never heard of 

the incident, but he was quite safe in saying that 
the white ensign did not protect officers from the 
law. 

Mr. NOR TON: It seems to do so. 
The PREMIER said it did not, and if any 

officer of the "Gayundah," which was a Queens
land ship, attempted to make use of such 
privilege, he would very soon cease to he an 
officer of the ship. 

Mr. NOR TON said he believed the officer was 
detained a prisoner, and that a court-martial 
could not be held until two of Her Majesty's 
vessels came to Brisbane, because there were not 
enough officers here of the right grade to form a 
court. 

The PREMIER said that officers of the 
Imperial Ntwy were amenable to the law of 
:England as well as anyone else, and he supposed 
that the officers of the" Gayundah" were amenable 
to the law of this country as well as any other 
person. 

1\Ir. NOR TON said the matter was not tried 
in the ordinary courts of the colony, hut the 
officer was detained on hmtrd his vessel until a 
sufficient number of officers came here to try the 
case by court-martial. 

The PREMIER said the difficulty did not 
ari~e fnnn flying the white ensign. There n1nst 
be a certain number of officers of eC[ual rank to 
try an officer by court-martial, and there were 
not sufficient in the R8l'vice of the colony. That 
was one of the cli;,ctd vantages of having a very 
small service. \Yhere there wcccs a large number 
of officers, of course they could always get suffi
cient to form a court-martial. \Vhere there was 
only one' ship there were no other ufficers except 
the officers of that ship, and they could not try 
one another. That was one of the disadvantages 
of having a very small fleet, and one of the 
advantages of hav1ng· that fleet attached to a 
larger fleet, \V here a requiAite nun1ber of officers 
could be found. 

Mr. NOllTOK said in that case, if the ~mall 
fleet of this colony were not attached to a lar~er 
fleet, the gentleman he had referred to could not 
be dealt with at all. If that were so, he thought 
they had better introduce some system by which 
the ordinary course of law should be made to 
apply to naval officers. ' 

The PREMIER : What do you mean? 
1\Ir. NORTON' said he meant that naval 

officers should be treated in exactly the smne 
way as civilians. He was sure the creditors of 
that officer did not see why he should not be so 
treated. 
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The PREMIEll so,id the hon. member wo,s 
mixing up the difficulty of trying o,n otlicer !Jy 
court-martio,l o,nd the question of the lio,bility of 
o, no,val officer to civil process. They were two 
entirely distinct things. As far o,s liability to 
civil process \vas concerned a naval officer was 
entirely lia!Jle the same o,s anybody else, but as 
to trying o,n officer by court-martial before dis
missing him from the service, that could only be 
done by o, sufficient number of officers of equal 
rank ; it wo,s o,nnther question altogether. 

Mr. NORTON said, if tlwt were the case he 
thought the law in that instance must have been 
imperfectly administered, because, from his recol
lection of the affair, the creditors wished to take 
action o,go,inst the officer, but were debarred from 
doing so. 

The PREMIER: There must ho,ve been some 
misto,ke. 

Mr. NORTON said if it was a mi.~take it was 
desirable that they should know it. But jJer
haps the hon. n1ember for Bnoggera, who was 
acting for the Premier at the time, could expbin 
the matter better than he could, as he had 
forgotten some of the circumstances. 

Mr. DICKt:lON sttid there did appear in the 
Press at the time some amusing story about 
privttte creditors having sent a bailiff to arrest 
one of the officers of the "Gayundah." 'fhere 
was a very amusing account of a chase, an 
esco,pe, and o, capture. The circumstances 
attending that civil process were never laid 
before the Government, and he therefore did 
not know whether the civil process was set at 
defiance by the white ensign or not. How
ever, a very much larger f[Uestion than that 
was involved in the discussion of the vote
namely, that, as had been shown during the 
recess, when an officer of the "Gttyuaclah " 
rendered himself amenable to a court-martial they 
were at present unable under the Defence Act 
to try that officer, and therefore he could only 
be tried by Imperial officers llnder the Naval 
Discipline Act. That necessitated the arrival of 
one or two of Her ;\lajesty's ships in this port for 
the purpose of trying the case ; and [llthough 
there were advantages in having a vessel like the 
"Gayundah" attached to the admiml's squadron 
for the purpose of exercise anrl discipline, yet it 
did seem absurd thttt the colony, which bore the 
expense of the salaries of the officers, should 
have no voice in punishing them or dis
rating them, if such should be necessary. 
The matter was one which might fairly be in
quired into. It was considered cleoimble-and he 
was not averse to that view of the subject-that 
the vessel should be attached to the Admiral's 
Sf[uo,dron, so that she might be under proper 
discipline, ,,nd not allowed to rust in harbour. 
'l'hey ho,d not ho,d much service from her up to 
the present time, with the exception of flying 
the white ensign. Seeing th~1t a, very serious 
difficulty indeed did arise btely in connecLion 
with the discipline of the ship am! her crew, he 
thought it might well be considered whether the 
colony ~hould not nmnage the ve::;:-)el on their 
own account. She might then be con vcrted to 
some profitable use. The Premier might be 
able to inform the Committee what his views 
were on the question as to still nminto,ining her 
in connection with the Adrniml's squitdron. 

The PREMIER l'aid that o,ll the papers reb
ting to the gunboat "Gayuncbh" serving under 
the Aclmiralty had been laid on the table of the 
House from time to time. The corresponde11ce 
began in October, 1884, before the ships had 
arrived. They were ordered, he thought, in 
1882, by the preceding Government. ·when they 
o,rrived, the question arose, what wo,s to be done 
with them ? Before they o,ctuo,lly reached the 

colony, on the 23rd October, 1884, he wrote the 
following letter to His J~xcellency the Governor, 
which wtts laid on the table of the House in 
1885:-

"Colonial Secretary's Office, 
·• Brisbane, 2;jrd October, 1884. 

''SIR, 
"'Your Excollcney is aware that the two gun~ 

boats, 'Palmna' and · G-aynndah,' ordered by this 
Government, have lately been launcholl, and that the 
'l'alumn' has l>cen plaeecl at the Uispo~ition of the 
~\..L1miralty for 1:1urvcying purvo~es. 

"In considering the u~b to ·which the 'Gayunclah' 
should be put, the GoYel·nnumt have been impres~eU. 
with the idea tllat her u::;ofulness woulli, from ~'very 
point of yimY, be impaired if she should be lJermittecl 
to bD unemuloyed for eln~id()rable periods of time. 
llcr active sen ices are not lil<ely to be continuously 
required, although ii williH'obably be desirable that she 
should be avai.lable for convoying the Gm·ernor of the 
colony, or :Jlinistcrs, on otlichLl jouruc:ys of special 
importance, as 'Yell as for occasional visits to the out~ 
l.\'ing islaucls in Ton'C" Straits which are under the 
jw i~d.iction of Queensland, aud other similar services 
that may from time to time ;:;ug,ge"it themselves. She 
should also be nvailable for the annual training of the 
Na-..al DcJcnce :Force which it is intcntlml to C'itablish. 

f( Allowing. howeYer, for thc~e uses, the GoYernment 
are of O}Jiuion that the '{~aynndah' might, with 
mntua..l adYautage to Her :Jiajt-<sty's Impm·ial Govern~ 
1ucnL and that of this colony, be employed, when not 
speeially re1tHired for ('Olonial services, for the general 
purposes of the Australian squadron, and under tl1e 
direction of the Admira.l commanding the Australian 
Station. 

"They do not anticipate that any particnlal'difficulty 
\Yonltl be found to arise if the ship \Yore attached to that 
swmUron ·witit the undel~:>ta..ndiilg tllat she should be 
detached from time to time, at the l'C(lllCt:>t of the 
Govt:ruor, and made aYailable for the local and special 
sm·vices to which I have referred. 

''I lmYe, therefore, the honour to requm:;t that Your 
Excellency ""ill be good enough to offer the services of 
the' Gaynndah: to the Admiralty, through the IUght 
Honourable the :Secretary of :State for the Colonies, 
un(ler the provisions of the Colonial Xa,val Defence 
Aet of 1805, and on the basis of the conditions above 
stated.. 

"The acceptance of this offer would, I hope, tend to 
iuitia tc a system of united action on the part of tb c 
llllllerial tmU Colonia.l Uovcrmucnt:s fOl' the purpo:::;cs 
of colouial det'ew:c, 'vllilc it wonld_ also Loud to grt.:aily 
inerLl~e tile t::ilicicncy of uolonial shivs of war whun 
called upon for aetive sm·yiec, and would, moreover, 
ind(lfmtally couCcr HllOll the ships auLl theil· officer~ a 
larger prestige and in1inence. 

" I have, etc., 
"S. \V. GRTF.FlTIL 

''His Excellency Sir Anthony JHusgrave, K.C.1I.G., 
"Governor.'' 

He would observe upon that letter that thero 
could be no doubt that o, sbip lying alwa,ys in 
harbour without any work to do was not likely 
to improYe either her hull or her machinery, and 
certttinly not the men employed on board of 
her. lt was desirable tlmt she should be 
ocr tsiona.lly at se<t. _Although the "C~ayun~ 
dah '' in tinw of war wonld b,J a nwst i1npor~ 
but o,cljnnct to the defence of l\[mcton Bay, 
still l1er w..;e in time of peace wns praeticnlly only 
for Lhe training o£ the;\ ::tYal l)efence }'orce, with
(;Ut ·vhich traii.dng a. force uf that kind could not 
be prnperl-y trained n,t all. 'l,hen son1c nth er cor
re::::poudonce pu.:_·secl, ::tud that letter of his was 
sent b~, His Excelleacy to the Sccretrtry of State. 
A (pwstion aro~e as to whether she could be 
takt~n hy the ..:\rJllliralty or not. l1~urther COlTC8-

Jl01Hlence Jl<lssed, which was laid on the table in 
the san1e ~e~>'lion of iBS.). Then an Onler in 
Council \\as n1n.cle by H~~r ~Iajesty authorising 
the Adrni~ctlty to accept the services of the 
"Gayundah." That was sent here in a despatch 
dated the 21st July, 1~85. :Further correspon
dence was bid un the table of the Hunse in 
the "tmc year, statillg in effect that a warrant 
had been issued authorising the Yessel to fly the 
blue ensign, llncl also stating that the admiral on 
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the station hail been requesterl to report as to 
the best practical use to which the "Gayundah" 
could be put. Other papers were laid on the 
table of the House in 188G, showing the corres
pondence that had taJmn ]Jlace on the point 
whether it should be the blue ensign or the white 
ensign. He need not call the attention of hon. 
memberb to the fact that a ship weaeing the 
white ensign was entitled to be considered as 
a ship of war wherever she might be. ·with
out it colonial war-ships had no authority 
whatever except in their own water,; and as 
soon as they got three miles beyond the 
coast they were simply private ships, and the 
officers ceased to be officers, awl httd no more 
control than the captain of a merchant ship. It 
was a very serions thing for the vessels to be 
crippled in any work outside Queensland waters, 
and he thought it would be very undesirable that 
a ship maintained at the expense of the" Gayun
dah" should cease to be a war-ship, and become 
merely a private yacht as soon as she was three 
miles beyond the coast, which shB must neces
sarily do in going anywhere by sea. The Admiml's 
report as to the best use to which the " Gayun
dah" could be put was not written until the 
11th K ovember, 1886. That report, bv Admiral 
Tryon, lmd nut yet been laid on the table, and 
was as follows:-

"Sa~, 

" 'Xclson,' at 1\Iolbonrne, 
"llth :\'ovcmber, 1886. 

"Referring to their Lordships' letter of -1:th 
Augnst, 1Sti5, and to that of :)Oth ~ovembcr, 1885, as to 
my arranging for the u~cful em ploy of ' Gayundah' in 
concert with the Government of Queensland. 

"2. Having considered the capabilities of that vessel and 
the service she was de.,ignccl to render-namely, coastal 
and harbour defence-and haviugconesponded with the 
Government of Queenslnnd ou the subject, that Yef'scl 
has been in the main employed this season visiting the 
several ports between Brisbane and 'nnlrSdi:t} Island, 
familiarising the oflicer::. and crew with the waters 
within the Barrier Reef, but above all, embarldng all!l 
training the sm·eral nasal brigade;, which exist at 
different ports. 

"3. At this time ()ucd"nsland possesses no other vessel 
suited for the above pnqJOse, nor any other meaus of 
train in,!; thc..,u corps to modern gtlns. Without the nill of 
thi~.vcs~cl these COl]JS wonllllapsc into a semi-military, 
scuu-naval state, which should be aYoi<led. 

"4. "~hether from an Imperial or local point of view, I 
can devise no more important work for 'Ga.ynudah.' 
The 110rformance of the atJove sketched duties will 
secure thr- maintenance of the vessel in a condition of 
eiliciency ready for any other ~ervice. 

"lt 'vould be a pity to divert her from those duties 
save some exceptional call for her sm·vices i~ made, to 
meet whicll she always would. be held ready. 

"5. Referring to their Lordships' letter of 22nd 
July, 18tl0, Xo. 17R, HHO, granting the ·wllit.e ensign 
aull pendant to tllat vc""el, her services being duly 
accepted, I s.ce no reason why tll'' 'Gayundah' ~houlcl 
be tllverted frnm the present task on whieh she is so 
usefully em_lJloyed. 

"l'rom time to time it can be varied b\' the Com
maml.cr-in~Chicf acting in eoneer"L with the dovcnnncnt 
of qnuenRlantl. 'l'he \T'~~ul, acting on the lmc::; sauc
tioncd by the Comlllandcr-m-Chief, would not lm 
~ivurled from tho~c line::; without his being previonsl_\' 
Infonned. lJy His Excellency the Governor or bY the 
otlicur in counnaufl. ~ 

"ti. "C"nder this lll'OJ10'I,ll all the re~pon~ibllity with 
the cost for the maintenauee of the ve:-.",el in eyery 
rc;::pcct would l'f'1Jla.iu nueh:tngcd-nmnely, with the 
Government of the colony-aui.l wit11 h. would be al~o Uw 
dbcipline of the t>hip, \Yllich would be maiutainctl HULler 
the existing Qucuu:~land ..:\.et.'' 

'l'lmt wail a miotake on the part of the Admiral. 
"7. The mcmhcr re~ponsib1c to Parliament for the 

state of the forces, for tlw elticiency of tlle naval 
brigades and for lle1· eqniJnnent and maintenance, would 
still be able to direct her mo~remcuts to snit the most 
convenient time and periods for coudncting- the drills. 
The vessel would be Gyeu to iusp(:ctiou lJy the co~u
mandor-iu-Chief or by any senior o11iccr, and tier relation~ 
to the ships of the S<luad.ron "-oulcl be much as is the 
case with ships of the first reserve, the gunnery ships, 

and the training ships n.t home, to the fleet at large; anc1 
I venture to think that the spirit of their J,ordships' 
'vishes will be met, as also will be the local require
ments to ·which I attach a very great importance." 

That was forwarded to the Admiralty, who 
approved of the suggestions, and then the corres
pondence was sent out to the Governor here. 
Those were the lines upon which the '' Gayundah" 
had been employed. During the last two or three 
months she had not been out of port, for reasons 
which had been satisfactorily explained. Those 
were the functions she had to perform. It was 
neceosary, if she was to be of any use at all 
when required in time of war, that the men 
should be acrjlUtinted with the coast, and that 
her hull and machinery 'hould be kept in 
an efficient state fit for going to sea. ]\fore
over, if they were to have naval brigades 
on the coast, they should have opportunities of 
drill and training from time to time. Those 
were, Ire understood, the objects with which she 
was origine~lly ordered by the predeceswrs of the 
pn'sent Government, and those were the duties 
in which she had J:,een employed since the present 
Government had had charge of her. 

1\Ir. 1\IOREHEAD said the Committee would 
require a little more information than the Chief 
Secretary had given with regard to that vote 
before they passed it. They had heard from the 
hon. gentleman in his last remarks that the 
" Gayundah" had to perform certain duties, 
amongot others to carry the Governor about the 
coast when necessary. He did not think she 11ad 
done that. 

The PREMIER : I had not seen her when I 
wrote tha,t letter. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, surely if she was 
safe enough to take theN aval Brigade about, she 
was safe enough tn take the Governor about. 
He, as Commander-in-Chief of the :Forces, should 
take as much risk as any sailor in the colony. 
If she w,ts not safe for the Governor she was not 
safe for a sailor. 

The PRE:\HER : She is safe enough. 
J\Ir. 1\IORKHEAD said yes, and he should 

think she was fa"t enough. Amongst other 
things shP was to be made use of in the annual 
training of the Navttl Brigade. Had she been 
use-.l for that purpose? 

The PHEMIER: Yes. 
Mr. MO HE HEAD : If so, how often and how 

many of the K aval Brigade had been trained by 
her? 

The PREMIER: The Naval Brigade at every 
port. 

Mr. JI.IOHEHEAD: And for what time? 
The Pl{E.:Ull~R : A few days. 

Mr. :;i,IOl~EHEAD said the bulk of her time 
was spent in getting her patent paint dn·ty in 
Garden Iteach! then going into dock and getting 
cleaned, and then gni11g down to Garden Reach 
aml getting dirty again, aml so on. He believed 
she had been once in action ; they only knew 
that from the indirect sUttement of the Com
mandant of the land forces, and on that 
occ,;sion she avpeared to have exhibited what 
rnight not be inttppropriately terrned tnis
dit·ecterl energy, because, according- to the re
port of the Uommamhtnt, that vessel, which 
\\·a,; intended to defend the port, actually 
destroyed, on paper, some of thei1· defenders. 
Possibly there might be some jealousy between 
the two depllrtments, the river and bnd 
departments. At any rate they knew that from 
the report of the C01mr andant. He (Mr. 
1\Iorehetld) did not know why they should not 
have a report from the officer, whom he might not 
inttppropriately term "the admiral "-the local 
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admiral-as well as from the local general. They 
had no official report as to the outguing8 or incom
ings, or general conduct of the "Gayundah" during 
the last twelve months, but they had one from 
the Commandant of the land forceq, Kow, there 
seemed to be a matter of wme considerable 
importance, more importance than the Premier 
attached to it, between flying the white flag and 
flying the blue. That was proved pretty clearly 
in the case of Lieutenant Hesketh, and within 
the last few days they had another case in which 
he supposed an nnderworked and overpaid 
member of the Marine Defence :Force landed at 
Kangaroo Point and selected as the object of his 
attack no less a person than the town clerk. They 
had heard how that man, Hazlewood, was found at 
a late hour in an advanced state of, let them hope, 
intoxication on the premises of the town clerk, 
and on proceeding to remove him, that gentleman 
was subjected to a brutal assault. And what was 
the outcome of it? Was that man treated as any 
other man would have been who had c0mmitted 
an assault : taken before the police magistrate and 
probably committed for trial, or, at any rate, 
committed to gaol for six months'! No ; he was 
taken possession of by the white flag brigade, who 
discovered, apparently, that he was gmlty of an 
offence against naval discipline. He was taken on 
board the ship; he (Mr. IIJ:orehead) believed his 
grog was stopped; at all events it was so stated 
in the report that that was part of the very 
heavy punishment he received. He was also 
ordered to stand on the lee side of the ship, to 
smoke only at certain intenals, and to expecto
rate in to the river only on that side of the veosel. 
That, or something like it, was the punishment 
imposed upon him. If he had been an ordinary 
citizen of Brisbane he wouldh,we been subjected to 
very severe punishment indeed, but he was t"'ken 
possession of by the white flag men and ren~,oved 
into the vessel lying in mid-stream. That was 
one advantage an individual po~sessed from being 
under the white flag; but it was a distinct 
disadvantage to those who happened to be under 
the blue or the red fla~. 'l'hey would certainly 
get the worst of it if that was the way in which 
justice was to be administered by those white 
flag men. 

The PREMIER : Y on ought to know the 
practice before you talk like that. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the practice was the 
facts he had stated. That was the practice as 
far as it was known to those who were not in the 
inner circle or ring. He knew no more about it 
than any other member of the Cmmnittee. 
They knew that the outrage had been committed, 
and that certain punishment was reported as 
having been imposed. 

The PREMIER: Not for that. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said, for some breach of 

naval di,.;cipline-for being on shore without 
leave. 

The PREMIER : 1\Ir. 1\Iarshall refused to 
prosecute. 

Ilir. MOREHEAD : If ::\Ir. l\Iarshall cli<l 
refuse to prosecute that did not do away with 
the assault. He (Mr. Murehead) might h'wc his 
watch stolen, and he might refuse t" prosecute, 
but that did not make the theft any the less. 

The PREMIER : Captain Wright is not a 
police officer. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : He did not say he was; 
he sincerely hoped he was not. And that Mr. 
Hazlewood-he supposed he must call him 
"1'1r.," being in the force-instead of being 
prosecuted criminally for a gross outrage 
against the civil rights of a subject, was 
taken by the naval authorities and punished 
for being on shore without leave. He 
thought it was time that . that naval force 

was brought to a close one way or another, 
either by abolishing the vote altogether, or laying 
up the "Gayundah" in crdinary, which could be 
done ltt a very small cost. He believed that the 
whole staff rerruired to work her could be easily 
supplied within a few day,;, They fonnd tha,t 
while the vessel was at the Garden Reach it 
reqntred eight stokers, an1ongst other n1en, to 
look after her, at a cost of £708 per annum. 
They wm·e permanently engaged, ae'.d to do 
what? To cl rift her down to Moreton Bay once 
in three or four months, and he supposed at 
about the same intervals to get up steam to 
take her into the dock, and get steam up to 
get her out again. He S1r]Jpnsed stokers were 
not difficult to obtain, even at a few hours' 
notice ; certainly he did not think it could be 
argued that eight stokers should be kept con
stantly on board. Also, in regard to the payments 
they made in the higher grades of the service
assmning that the stokers, although very well 
P"id, occupied a subordinate position-they 
fonnd thnt the commander received a salary 
of £GOO a year, and, by ft very proper pro
vision attached to the esti1nate, having regard 
particularly tu the bet that the " Gayundah" 
did not go to sea very often, he was supplied 
with a residence on shore, at the rate of £120 
per year, nmking altogether £720. That house 
allo,vancc ,\·_as very proper, because in sununer 
it must be intolerably hot in the "Gayundah" 
lying in that almost breezeless reach of the 
river, and it showed the kindness of the Com
mittee in the past, and which would probably 
be continued in the future ; and it reflected great 
credit upon them. Then there was the lieu
tenant-instructor, who did not live on board the 
ship; he had an allowance to live on shore ; and 
the torpedo-artificer was in the same position. 
Let hon. members examine that well-ordered 
household from beginning to end and see the small 
village they harllying within a quarter of a mile 
of that House. ·what must the pay of that family 
be? There was a commander who lived on shore, 
a senior lieutenant, a chief ent,rineer, and an 
assbtant engineer, a gunner and instructor, a 
ruaster~at-anns, a ship-steward, a ward-roorn 
Rteward, a captain's servant, a chief boatBwain's 
rnate, eight stokers, a ca.rpenter, a quarter .. 
ma,ter, a cook, two second-class petty officer", 
an armourcr, twelve searrwn, a pajnter, a ward
roorn officers' servant, and six boys, at an expense 
of £·1,-122 per annum. \V itS it to be supposed 
for a moment, that C\'Cn if the financial position 
of the colonr was better than it was, they woulci 
sit down and submit to such an ex]'endi
ture as th:tt? \Yhat did they get for it? 
So far as he nmde ont, nothing at all. 'fhere 
wa.; a great de:tl to be said in favour of 
kee1Jing a defence force-a l.:tnd force - on 
reaf::ionable tern1s ; or tenns Ruch as he suggested 
the other night although the Commit.tee thought 
otherwise, but what he had menti,mod was only 
tmrt of the expenc;e of their marine force. If 
they looked further on they would see there was 
nn amount for rations-£1,200-to bo arlded to 
the £.f,4~3. The lieutenant-instrn<Ctor, he ~mv, 
received £300 a year, ancl the clerk to .senior 
naval offic· r an<l paymaster tu Marine l<'nrce 
received £'200. The surgeon received £100, and 
he should like t•' know who got tlmt pay. 
'fhere could not be a surgeon on board the ship. 

The PREMIER: He does not live on board. 
I\Ir. 1\IO!Cl~HEAIJ said he supposed it wa..~ 

some Brisbttne doctor who had recei,·ed it; he 
assumed so. Then there was a messenger and 
office· keeper-did he live on hoard the ship? The 
torpedo 'utificer received £200 a year, and five 
drill instructors £500 a year. 

The HoN. J. M. JHACROSSAN: The torpedo 
artificer has a house on shore. 
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The PREJI.HER : I suppose the torpedoes 
OUf(ht to look after themselves. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he had expressed no 
opinion that the torpedoes ought to look after 
themselves ; but he had no doubt that they 
were as well able to look after themselves 
as the torpedo artificer was able to look after 
them. He dared say that practicalh they did 
look after themselves. He would again ask 
whether such an expenditure was not, under any 
circumstances, monstrous? Every member of 
the Committee knew what the "Gayundah" did 
and what they got out of her; and they must all 
admit that the expenditure was extravagant and 
wasteful in the extreme. The amount con
tributed towards the Xaval Brigade was cmn
paratively small, and it would be noticed that 
ne[lrly the whole of the vote went towards the 
"white flag." It went to support a vessel 
which was only a hybrid after all-which was 
not absolutely under the control of the Colonial 
Government; in fact, being under the white 
flag, it w:1s liable to be taken by the Imperial 
Government whenever it suited them. 

The PRE?<.HER: No. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said, practically it was so. 
The PRE::YIIEl'l, : It is not so. 
Mr. l\IOREHEAD sctid when he saw the 

white flag flying from that ship, and saw the 
officers going about in the Imperial uniform-

The PREMIER: They do not. Y on don't 
know a uniform when you see it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD saidhe did; at any rate he 
knew the hon. gentleman's. Ho had not forgotten 
it, but believed he would be able to recognise it 
from one end of Queen street to the other ; so that 
the hon. gentleman's assertion that he did not 
know a uniform when he saw it must be limited, 
so far as the direction which he had indicated 
went. His own impulse would be to knock the 
whole thing on the head-to vote for the excision 
of the whole amount. 

The PREJVIIEH : Move it. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he knew the Chair

Jnan's experience, aR well as his own, was 
long enough to m'tke them aware that it was 
quite within his province to move it, even 
without the permission of the dictator. He 
knew he could move it, and perhal" he would 
move it. As he had said, his first impnlse 
would be to wipe the whole vote out, if possible; 
but he afterwards considered that they should 
only leave enough of the vote to enable 
them to lay up the "Gayundah" in ordinary, 
with a sufficient number of rnen, including 
the torpedo artificer, if they chose, to look 
after her and keep her in proper order. He did 
not think the Premier could justify the way in 
which money had been spent in regard to the 
"Gayumhh'' during the last twelve mouths. 
If he conl<l, he could do mure than he gave him 
credit for. 

The PRE:\1IER said it was a serious matter 
and deserved to be dealt with serionsly, an<l not 
in the frivoloua manner in which it had been 
by the leader of the Opposition. It wtts not a 
matter of pln,y. He did not ask for the money 
for the "Gayundah" as an idle toy to be 
kept for the amusement of those on boarcl. The 
Committee had to deal with a serious business. 
From that point of view he asked the Com
mittee to deal with it. If they thought they 
might accept the frivolous views of the hon. 
member opposite, which would be laughed at by 
anyone with the most elementary notion of 
naval affairs, they could do so ; but if they 
thought otherwise, he hoped they would give 
heetl to what he said, and serionsly deal with the 
matter. The hon. member referred to the case 
of Hazlewood just now; but the Government 

could not guarantee that any man on the 
" Gayundah," or any member of the Police 
l<'orce, or any member of the Civil Service 
would not break the law. \Vhoever he was, 
howeYer, he was equally amenable to the law. 
Hazlewood assaulted Mr. 1\Iarshall, and :Mr. 
l\Iarshall informed Captain \Vrig·ht, who asked 
hin1 whether he was going to pl'osecute Hazle
wood, because, if so, he would not interfere till 
the man had been dealt with by the civil authori
ties. That was the rule of the service. Mr. 
l\Iarshall informed Gaptain Wright that he did 
not intend to put the civil authorities in 
motion, and Captain \Vright dealt with the 
man in the only way open to him. The 
injured per.,on declined to prosecute him, and 
Captain \Vright dealt with him as severely 
as he could. He could not deal with him for the 
assault, but he gave him the severest sentence he 
could for being absent without leave and return
ing drunk and unfit for duty. ..\s he said before, 
the injured verson declined to prosecute, yet the 
hon. member opposite said the whole fault was 
with the Defence Force. That was a specimen of 
the arguments the hon. member offered fnr the 
serious con·idemtion of a serious Parliament. 
He thought the man ought to ha Ye been punished 
by the civil authorities, and he did not know why 
JYir. Marshall would not prmecute him. 

An Ho~OURAllLE lVIEi\IBEU : Mr. Marshall 
denies that statement. 

The PREJ\HEH said he had his information 
from a report addressed to him by Cttptain 
\V right the day before yesterday, but he should 
be glad to hear ::Yir. ::Yiarshall's version. Captain 
\V right gave him the information, without being 
asked, in conse<rnence of a statement which 
appeared in the l'clcumph; and he said that the 
,;tatement was particularly unfair, as the reporter 
called at his office and he took the trouble 
to explain the whole matter. Of course a 
number of persons tried to run down the '' Gayun
clah," the Defence :Force, or anything else. Let 
them get all the glory they could from making 
themselves ridiculous in that way ; but let the 
Committee deal with the matter seriously. Was 
it to be dealt with on the ground that Mr. 
Marshall did not prosecute Hazlewood ? How 
many gape were there in the argument? A man 
on the '' Gayundah" committed an assault ; the 
person assaulted declined to prosecute ; there
fore let the Committee abolish the Naval 
Defence :B'orc8. \Vhat were the missing gaps in 
the arg·ument? The hon. member for Balonne 
had supplied none of them. Then the hon. 
member referred to the number of persons on the 
ship. He (the l'remiu-) did not profess to be an 
nuthority as to how many people it took to keep 
n ship going when in conunls~ion; but he knew 
that the ship contained valuable machinery, not 
only machinery for moving her, but also mo~;t 
v:tlnttblc guns and in1plmnents of war, which 
could not be looked nfter by people not ac
quainted with them. He dared sa.v the hon. 
1nmnber for Bnlunne n1ig-ht send one of his oflke~ 
boys to look after them, but the result would be 
that in a week they would be absolutely useles,;, 
The men employed to keep them in order 
must not be taken on board to-day and sent 
away to-mOlTOW; they must be men who not 
only understood the ship and the implements 
of · \Var on board, bnt 1nen whose services 
could be relied on in case of trouble. Some 
hon. members seemed to think that a defence 
force by land or sea could be got up by simply 
putting an advertisement in the paper saying, 
"\Vanted, so many men "-as if there were 
plenty of skilled men wandering about the 
country who could be got just whenever 
they were wanted. He admitted that when 
the estimate was submitted to him as the 
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lowest necessary sum, he thought it was a great 
deal too large, and he consulted Admiral Tryon 
on the matter, poiutiug out that he thought a 
smaller Htaff might he employed when the ship 
WJtS practically in re.';erve, and extra men could 
he engaged when she went to sea; hut Admiral 
Tryon gave hhn sound reason:s for corning to the 
conclusion that it was not so. He therefore 
reluctantly came to the conclusion that the 
amount Het down was the least expenditure 
that would keep the vessel efficient. Uf course 
the hon. member for Balonne knew better 
than Admiral Tryon, hut he (the Premier) 
did not profess to know better thttn Admiral 
Tryon, who was a very economical officer; and 
when he received Admiral Tryon's assurance as 
to what was absolutely necessary, he proposed it as 
the estahlh;hment of the '' Uayundah." The pre. 
sent proposal was the same as that ma,cle two years 
ago. If hon. member,q thought they could run 
the' 'Uayundah'' on different principles, or without 
men, let them try ; it was no particular pleasure 
to him to lmYe charge of the Defence :Force or 
any other branch of the Government service at 
the present time. The "Gayundah" had been 
lying in harbour a great deal too much lately, 
but there were reasons for that. 

The HoC~. J. M. JHACROSSAN: What are 
they? 

The PREMIER said he did not think it 
necesscll',Y to explain. He vlanted information 
from Captain \Vright, which he could not give 
when away from port, and the "Uayundah" was 
kept in port on that account. Hon. members 
complained of the want ol economy, yet they 
said the vessel should be kept at sea. Then 
there would be a large consumption of coal to 
pay for, besides the wages of the men. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Yes; hut 
the men would not be demoralised. 

The PHE:YIIER said he agreed that the vessel 
should not be kept in port, and the arrangements 
he approved of some time ago in conjunction 
with Admiral Tryon were tlmt she should be 
continually moving about and very little in port. 
The instructions given ·were in a0cordance with 
the letter the Admiral wrote to the Admiralty, 
r~1u_l those instructions were ca.rried out last year, 
but not so fully during the present year. 

1\Ir. NORTOX said that a few miuutes ago he 
referred to an incident of an unpleasant kind, and 
since he made the statement he had been told on 
reliable authority that Lieutenant He,keth did 
not attempt to get ashore to avoid Lhe bailiff, 
but went in his own boat to meet the bailiff, 
so as to receive the warmnt in the boat instead 
of on board the "Gayundah" before his own men. 
He was very gbd to make that expbnation, 
Lecause he should be very sorry to do >m injus· 
tice to anyone. So far as he had seen, there had 
never been anything in print contradicting the 
statement that wa,; comm<mly circulated iu the 
papers, tu the effect that that officer had tried to 
escape to the shore. He was informed thttt tlmt 
wa.s not correct; wnd he vv~as also inforrnecJ, on the 
same authority, tlmt since Lieutenant Hcsketh 
left the service he was engaged in en1ploy1nent 
at which he was very poorly paid, but tlmt, not· 
withstanding hiH low pny, he \Vas sending do\vn 
to Brisbane a portion of hi; earnings to be paid 
tu his creditors her.c, He (Mr. ::'\orton) felt 
bouud to mention that, after rderring to the 
1natter as he had done. He was very glad to 
have received the information, and to be able to 
show that that gentleman, since he left the 
service, had acted in a manner so creditable to 
himself. 

Mr. Ji:lo:\fASTElt said he was inclined to 
think that the Premier had been misinformed as 
to the town clerk, Mr. .Marshall, refusing to 

prosecute the man Hazlewood. Capbin \V right 
must have forgotten a conversation he had had 
with Mr. l\hrohall on the fo.llowing morning. 
He believed Mr . . Marshal! was well known to 
every member of the Committee as a quiet, inoffen· 
she, peetceable citizen, respected by everyone 
who knew him. He (1\Ir. Mcl\Iaster) had been 
intimately acquainted with him for over sixteen 
years, during most of which time he had been 
town clerk, and a more truthful man he 
did not know. He had had several con· 
versations with him on the matter, and his 
account of the matter was that the next 
morning he came acroes the ferry with Captain 
\Vrightand made a complaint about that cowardly 
fellow who had been crawling about his house 
between 10 and 11 at night looking in at his 
bedroom window or trying to open it. Captain 
\V right was astonished and said the man ought 
to have been on watch at the time, and the 
conversation ended thus : Captain \V right said, 
"You lett\e him to me; I will see that he is 
punished, and when he comes out of gaol I shall 
dismiss him, because there is no difficulty now in 
getting reemits. It is not like it was during 
the war scare; it Ls easy to get 1neu now, 
and this man will be dismissed." :Yir .. Marolmll 
had not refused to prosecute, and he (Mr. 
Mc.i'liaster) w"s very much inclined to think 
tho,t Mr . .Marshall would still put the law in 
force. 'ro show that Mr. Marshall intended to 
follow the matter up, he had a letter written by 
Captain \V right to Mr. Marshall, in reply to one 
froml\Ir. Marshall to Captain \Vright. It read 
thus:-· 

"DJ·;~~._n. Snt, 
"I regret that, mving to ill-health, I have been 

unable to answer your letter of 1-±th ScptcmUcr 
earlier.'' 
The letter was dated 21st September; the assault 
took ]Jlace a fortnight previously. 

"The man IIazlcwood was awarded 1·1 days' lOA 
(Admiralty punishment), 30 d3ys' lca.ve and 2 days' pa.y 
stopvcd." 
Mr. Marshall was somewhat at a loss, like himself 
(Mr. McMaster), to understand what that H days' 
lOA meant. 

"0\ving to bi14 previous good eharactcr-there being
no offencPs registered against him in the {lcfanltcrs' 
book-I ditlnot send him to prison; and the man \V~~s so 
informed.'' 
\Vhat was he informed? That he was not sent 
to prison ? That showed that :Yir. .MarHhall 
intended to follow it up. 

The PREMIER: It shows nothing of the kind. 

Mr. Mo::YIASTER said he had had several 
conversation" with :iYir. ::Ylarshall on the matter, 
because the city might have lost a very valmcble 
citizen in 1\lr. 1\larshall through that coward. 
:Nfr. 1\larshall's face was black and blue for ten 
days, and had his assailant got a little die;tance 
away when he strnck him with that stone he 
might have killed him. There was not much of 
the soldier about that man; he was a menu 
cow:1rd. Mr. :iYin,rshall, not having heard that 
the man was punished, wrote to Ca,ptain \Vrig·ht 
to ascertain v;,rha.t was being done in the n1atter~if 
nothing had been done Mr .. Marslutll intended to 
take the case up himself-and wlmt he had read 
was the reply. Now, he (:Yir. 1\Ic:\faster) was 
certain that Mr. ::VI"rshall was not going to allow 
tho only punitihlnent given tn that rnan to be to 
stand on one side of the vessel with a 1W11l 

looking at hin1 taking h]::; food. Redid not knuw 
whether the rnttn got grog; he certainly tibould 
not. He ought to be dismissecl at once, at all 
event<> as soon as he had served his time in 
prison. He (Mr. Mc~faster) did not consider 
that he had received any punishment; it might he 
punishment for the Admiralty, but it was not the 
punishment the police magistrate would give him. 
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The man was to have thirty days' leave stopped 
-he supposed that meant he was not to go 
ashoreatKang·aroo Point for thirty clays and crawl 
about anyone's house between 10 and 11 o'clock 
at night. After that was over he (Mr. Mcl\laster) 
would not trust him anywhere even on the north 
side. " Owing to his previous good chat>acter" 
wrts mentioned as a re:cson for the lenient sentence; 
very likely Captain \V right did not know any
thing agt:~inst him before, and had Mr. :MarshoJJ 
not given information very likely nothing· would 
have lleen recorded against the man to this clay. 
It was time something should he done with those 
men who were lying thRre idle. They had heard 
a good deal about the crew of that vessel. Two 
men of war had to come up here to see if a 
respectable citizen could get a debt that was 
owing to him. 

The PREMIER : Where did you hear that? 
Mr. MoMASTER s<'id he had seen it in the 

newspapers. 
An HOSOURABLE MEMBER : The Press always 

tells the truth ! 
Mr. McMASTER Sflid it was supposed to tell 

a portion of the truth at all events. He under
stood that that man could not he tried because 
he was in the service of the Imperittl Govern
ment, and they had been told that night that a 
writ had been served on him in the bmtt. 
It was a debt, and he refused tn !J<'Y it, and in 
order to try his case-ttccorcling to that No. 
lOA, he presumed-they had to wait till two 
men-of-war came from Sydney to try him, as 
there was only one vessel here. He was not 
versed in "'l.dmiralty affairs, but he did not see 
why people here should he set at defiance by men 
whom they paid to defend them. He was quite 
sure that Mr. Mt:~rshall had not refused to prose
cute that man, and had only taken no action 
on the promise of Captain \V right to punish lnm, 
but he (Mr. Mcl.Iaster) did not ct:~ll what had 
been done punishment. 

The PR:EMIER said he had given the hon. 
member for :U'ortitude V alley credit for more 
sense than to believe any such stuff a" he had 
been told--that two men-of-war had come to 
lllake a person in (lueensland pay his debts. 

Mr. Mcl.IASTER: No; to try him. 
The PRE:\IIER said he was quite sure that 

the hon. 1nernber's own con1nwn sense mu.st have 
told him that the person who gave him thltt 
information wail trying to phty a pmctical joke 
upon him. 

Mr. Mcl\IASTER : I saw it in the papers. 
The PREMIEU said it might have been in 

the papers, hut it was, he supposed, in a comic 
paper. 

]\fr. MORE HEAD: It was in your paper
the Tcleuntph. 

Mr. McJ\IASTER : I saw the ves,els here 
myself. 

The PREJ\IIER said that if someone told the 
hon. member that thuse vessels had come to 
c.,wse an eclip<e of the muon be surely would not 
believe it and say, when it w>e., doubted, "\Vhy, I 
saw the ship8 here." Tlu\Jt vva.s not a, very good 
kind of argument, and one that he did not expect 
to hear from the hon. member for Fortitude 
V alley; but that was the sort of argument he 
ha< I just uc;ed. Lieutennnt Hesketh had been 
cha,rged vvith condnct unbecmning an otficer and 
a gentlmnan, which \va::; a very :-;erious charge, 
and one which could only he tried by a court
martial. 'rhere were not enongh officers of the 
same rank in the Queensland force to try him, 
and, as he had pointed out, that WfiS one of 
the disadvantages of having a small fleet-they 
conld not get sufficient officers of rank to try him. 

Jlilr. MOREHEAD : Let us get some more. 

The PREMIER said that the hon. member 
wanted to have none at all. Lieutenant Hesketh 
had been tried for that offence, and, he w>es sorry 
to say, found g·nilty; Lut it would take more than 
t\Yo rnen-of-war to 1nake a 1nan pay his debts 
who had not the money. Now, with regard to 
H>ezlewood's case--

1\Ir. MOREHEA.D : What is his rank? 
The PREMIER said he was an 'able-bodied 

seanmn. He would read Captain \Vright's 
st.ttement of the occurrence :-

"Two or three weeks ago I hu.ppcncll to cross in the 
steam ferry with ::.ur . .:\lar~hall, who told me that the 
lH'CYiom3 night he llad been assaulted by one of the men 
belonging to the ' Gnyuudah,' who was t1·espassing on 
his property. I promised to inquire into the <"a.se, and 
the re~ult \Vas that I found "r· IIazlcwood, A.B., had 
committed the as,;uult; and further, that he was impro
perly absent from the 8hip, and returned on board 
clruuk. 

"I communieated \Yith :Jir. :J1aJ•shall, informing him 
of these fact~, pointing out that the matter of a:s::;ault 
wa.~ beyond my jtn·isdietion, and one with which I could 
not deal; but that llazlcwood, for having 'broken out 
of the slup and returned drunk and unfit for duty,' had 
rcnliorcd himself liable to imprisonment under the 
i\'aval iscipline Act. 

"I 'vishcd to ascertain if :Thil'. )Iarshall intended to 
prosecute IIazlcwood in a civil court for assa,ult, as ir1 
that case his breach of naval law would not have been 
consitlercd until after he ha..cl been dealt with by the 
civil authorities. 

":Jlr. :Jlarslmll having expressed his inteution of 
lea Ying the case for me to deal with, the 1nan was 
accordingly charged lJef'ore me with the ofl'ences abo~·c 
mentioned, and awarded fourteen days' :Ko. lOA 
(Admiralty punishment), two days' llay stopped"-
That mnountcd to " fine of Ss.-
" and conlincd to the ship for thirty days. IIazlewood 
llad no previous offence recordetl against him." 

Mr. MOREHEAD : How long has he been in 
the service? 

The PREMIER said he did not know. He 
was still liable to be prosPcuted criminally in the 
civil courts, as distinguished from the naval 
court, find no doubt would he punished according 
to his deserts. The newspapers lmd thought 
that they had a fine story, and lmd made the 
most of it. 

Mr. l\Io}IAST.ER: I have it in writing. 
The PRE::\liER said it wa'' one of those sen

sational things that got into the newspapers, but 
there was nothing in it except that the man had 
committed an assault and had not been punished. 
vVhose duty wa;; it to punish him? It was not 
Ca]Jt,in Wright's duty. 

Mr. l\IOR.EHJ~AD: Yours. 
The PREMLER said he declined to do that 

sort of thing. 
l\Ir. l\IcJ\IASTER sflid he thought that 

Committee should punish him by cutting off his 
screw. He had not been so far wrong after all 
when he had said that tho,,e two men-of-war lute! 
to come up to try Lieutenant He~keth by court
nmr-tial. Thew had come to try him for a breach 
of discipline on board the ship, and he tnok it 
that his crinw was in counection with the non
]myment of his debts. He could not have been 
a gentleman, or he would not lmve got mto debt. 

The PRKi\IIEH : It had nothing to do with 
recovcc·ing the money. 

J\Ir. }Icl\L\.STEll S'lid it \\as the same thing·. 
The Premier had said they had not to pay for 
tho:-:-e vessels co1ning up, bnt sorneone in J<:nghtnd 
had. Those vesseL-; had come from Sydney to 
1\loreton llay, and he h:cd seen them there him
self, >1nd he contended that they had come to 
hold a court-martial upon thitt indtvidual, who 
would not pay his dehtJ, and therefore did not act 
like a gentleman. He still said that, with regard 
to Hadewood, Mr. Marshall did not refuse to 
prosecute, and the letter written by Capt>ein 
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Wrightdidnotindicatethat hehadaskedMr. Mar
shall to prosecute, or in the event of his not doing 
so that he, Captain \V right, would take it in hand 
himself. Mr. Marsh all had written to ask if Captain 
\Vright was going to do anythino· or not and 
he believed, even yet, :Mr. i\Iarslmll int~nded 
prosecuting the man. He believed that Mr. 
Marshal! and Captain \Vright had met in the 
~tea1n punt ~on1ing across frorn l{angaroo Point 
m the . tnormng and i\Ir. :JYiarshall lodged a 
complamt; and that he fully intended to follow 
it up was shown by the fact that he wrote 
n.. letter on the 14th instant, about a fort
mght after the assault, asking what hn.d been 
done, to which he got a reply on the 21st. He 
did not wish the Premier to prosecute but if 
Captain Wright did not punish the m~n, Mr. 
:VIarshall would see what the police magistrate 
would do. 

Mr. ALAND said he thought there was one 
thing in connection with the subject that had not 
been made sufficiently clen.r. They were told 
that ~wo men-of-wn.r had come from Sydney to 
try L1euten_n.nt Hesketh; but what was it they came 
up to try lmn for? \Vas it to try him for having 
incurred a debt with some tradesman of Bris
bane? 'l'hat was a point which had not been 
cleared up. His opinion was that those men-of
war had not come up for any such purpose, 
but that they had ~.ome up to try Lieutenctnt 
Hesketh for some breach of discipline or unbe
coming conduct committed by him on board the 
"Gayundah." The tradesman in Brisbane had 
got his remedy against him for the debt, and 
from what the hon. member for Port Cnrtis had 
stated, Lieutenant Hesketh had aclmowled"ed 
his debt. He presumed a summons was ser~ed 
upon hhn, and judgrnent given against hirn 
in the petty debts court, and the debt had 
since been paid by Lieutenant HE',keth, as any 
gentleman would pay it. The hon. member for 
Fortitude V alley insisted that those vessels had 
come from Sydney in order to try Lieutcmant 
Hesketh IJecause he did not pay his debts to 
some tradesmen in Brisbane, but he (:VIr. Aland) 
did not think they had come up for anything of 
the sort. 

Mr. DICKSO::'f said that was to a certain 
extent a side-issue of the main question which 
had not yet been answered, and it wrrs this-To 
what court or tribunal were those on that vessel 
arnenctble in case of any insubordination on board? 
The men-of-war had come np, not, it was true, 
to investigate any obligations due by Lieutenant 
Hesketh to the tradesmen of Brisbane, but to 
hold a court-martial on certain charges preferrerl 
against him by the senior naval officer, which 
chargeg were based upon irregularities cou1n1itted 
by Lieutenant Hesketh on boarrl the ship. It 
had nothing to do with his transactions with the 
tradespeople of Bri,;bane. They were charges 
formulated by the senior naval officer against 
Lieutenant Hesketh, on the ground that he had 
been guilty of conduct unbecoming an officer 
and a gentlen1an. 

The HoN. J. i\1. JYIACRORSAN: Can you 
tell us what the conduct was? 

Mr. DICKSON said the offence was con
nected with financial trr ·Jsactions entered into 
with the paymaster on bottrd the vessel, in 
borrowing money from the steward. Thn,t was an 
offence against the naval discipline of the ship, 
as the charge was pref,rred by the ,;enior 
naval officer, and there being no tribunal within 
the colony under the Defence Act to try that 
officer, and as the vessel was flying the white 
ensign, under the Naval Discipline Act it was 
necessary to constitute a tribunal, thttt two 
war-ships should come to Brisb:tne. 'rhe broad 
question, to his mind, was whether it was 
desirable that that state of things should con 

tinue-tlmt they who were the paymasters of the 
vessel could not take the law int'' their own hands 
and frame such regulations as would enable them 
to punish any such irregularitie», so that they 
should not be dependent on the Imperial authori
ties. They must not forget that Admiral Tryon 
was very reluctant to interfere in the matter, and 
that he at first declined to recognise Imperial 
re,ponsibilities. \Vhile on that subject he would 
say that he would not mind so much if the 
Imperial authorities used the vessel more than 
they did. He would like to hear the Premier 
state at some future time why she had been 
allowed to remain for the last three months 
in the Bnsbane River. That could not be 
beneficial to the ship or tend to the efficiency 
of the crew. The matter was by no means a 
light one; he regarded it very seriously. Before 
he left the Treasury he instructed the Auditor· 
General to prepare a return showing the 
relative expenditure on the '' Gayundah" and 
'' Paluma." That had been done, and would 
be found in the report of the Auditor-General, 
He did not know whether hon. members had 
read it, but the table was full of informa
tion. As hon. members were aware, they received 
a contribution from the Admiralty on account 
of the "Paiun1a!s '; services in surveying the 
eastern coast of the colony, and that, of course, 
reduced the expenditure. During three years 
the cost to the colony, and for navigation 
to Brisbane, and working expenses of the 
"Palum:c," was £:1,277. That was, of course, 
giving credit to the Imperial contribution 
on account of surveying. The co~t of the 
"Gayundah " for the same period was no less 
than £21,041; that included £3,277 for naviga
tion to Brisbane. Those figures were very 
instructive, and furnished them with food 
for reflection at the present time. They were 
paying a considerable amount of money for 
the " Gayundah," to keep her in the state of 
efficiency he presumed she was in now, and they 
seemed to have no direct control over the vessel, 
and, so far, the Admiralty had shown no willing
ness to recognise their rp..,ponsibility in connec~ 
tion with her. At least, he meant that Admiml 
Try on had not done so. He did not know what 
Admiml 'B'airbx would do, and would like to 
learn from the Premier whether Admiral Fairfax 
had been addressed on the subject with a view 
to making her a little more serviceable than she 
had been under Adrniml Tryon. If she could be 
utilised b.v the Imperial authorities to keep her 
in an efficient condition he had no wish to break 
the present arra,ngernent. 

The PRE:YIIER said that in replying to the 
hon. member he would refer first to the relative 
cost of the "Paluma" and "Gayundah." They 
had£7,fi00 for the cost of the "Paluma," and 
as they were crediterl with £2,500 n. year by the 
Imperial Government for het· hire, tint was of 
course a set-off against the expenditure of Queens
land. They must, therefore, add £7,500 to the 
figures quoied by the hon. lll81nber for Enoggera, 
which, he thought, were ahout £il,OOO, before they 
got the actuctl figures. Add £7,500 to that and 
they got about £14,000. The rest of the difference 
was made up b.v the difference between colonial 
rates of pay and English rates of pay. The men 
on the "Paluma" \V ere paid at English rates, a.nd 
those on the "Gayunclah" were ]mid at colonial 
mte,, which he thought were about treble the 
former, and that mttde np the difference. That 
was one nf the mlttters that must always be 
con-iderecl in thinking of a colonial navy. If 
people insisted upon having their own vessels 
not manned by the Admiralty they must pay 
colonial rates of pay, which were double or treble 
the Admiralty rates. That was where the differ· 
ence of expenditure came in, and the matter was 
one that it would be proper to discuss when the 
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time arrived for considering the advantage of 
having an additional squadron here manned by 
the Admiralty. That would make a very great 
difference in pay alone, besides incidental 
expenses. 

The Hox .• T. M. 1\IACROSSAN: A little 
more than double. 

The PRKi\'IlER said it would be more than 
double ; the difference would be very grmtt 
indeed. The hon. member for Enoggera also 
stated that the Admiralty seemed to have con
trol of her. He (the Premier) read just now 
the arrangements proposed by Admiral Tryon 
and accepted by the Government. 'rhe ship 
was to be employed ordinarily in cruising 
on the coaRt to make the officers and men 
familiar with the coast, especially with the 
BarTier Heef and those watero, with which it 
was necessary they should be familiar if they 
were to be of any use in time of war, or a 
visit from a hostile ship; and she wus alRO to 
visit the different ports of the colony where 
naval brigades were established, to give them 
training. He did not know how she was em
ployed during the first six months; he believed 
she went as far north as Cooktown. At any 
rate she went to Townsville and Maryborough 
and ltockhampton, so that she had been em
ployed in those duties. During the last 
two or three months the vessel had been in 
Brisbane. As to the inquiry of the hon. member 
respecting Admiml Fairfax, he was not at present 
in a position to give hiin any infor1nation, as 
he had had no opportunity of communicating 
with the Admiral. It was expected the Admiral, 
who had been absent from Sydney for a con
siderable time, would be here in about ten days, 
and he (the Premier) woulJ be glad to have an 
interview with him, and ascertain whether he 
thought it was desirable to carry on the present 
arrangement or make another. He (the Premier) 
would, however, point out to the Committee that 
if the colony had a ship of that kind they could 
not always keep her going about. She ought, of 
course, to go about from place to place where naval 
brigades were established, to give them training, 
so that they might not be merely semi-military 
and semi-naval men, of no use on shipboard. 
The '' Gayundah" was only a nucleus ; they had 
armament for a number of other vessels, but they 
could not keep the other vessels, although they 
could keep the armament ready to put on board 
them when required. The men had to be tmined, 
and that could only be done by having a ship to 
train them in. That was the use to which the 
"Gayundah" was put. They could not have a 
ship of that kind at every port, on account of the 
enormous expense it would entail. He attached 
the greatest importance to the naval brigade; 
for a coast like theirs there was no doubt that the 
naval line of defence was a very important one. 
Every place could not, of course, be defended, but 
when they remembered what one gun mounted 
on a barge did in a war in South America, where 
it was the means of keeping at bay a whole 
fleet, they would see how nece,sary it was that 
the naval force should be trained to the use of 
guns. But it was necessary tu give them an 
opportunity of gaining that knowledge, and it 
was of the highest importance that there should 
be a ship for purposes of that kind. The hon. 
memher talked about the expenses of the 
"Gayundah"; of comse she did not return any
thing, in one se.nse, but she was necessary if the 
colony was to have a naYal force at all. They 
could not expect to defend ;\'Ioreton Bay without 
a ship like that. She was built expressly for 
that purpose, and it had been stated by the best 
authorities that she and her si,;ter ship the 
"Paluma" were the best ships for such a pur
pose that had ever been designed. For their size, 

weight, speed, and armament, they were two of 
the best ships afloat. They had the "Gayundah," 
and now, because some sailor aboard of her had 
been drunk they were told that they ought to get 
rid of her. 

The HoN .. J. NI. MAClWSSAN said he had 
heard nothing· said by any member more con
demnatmy of the " Uayuudah" than what the 
Premier had himself said. The Premier had 
told them what the "Gayundah" should be. 
The question was, was she what she should be? 
or had she ever been what she should be? 

The PHEMIER: She has been. 
The Hox. J. M. 1\IACROSSAN: Not for 

the last twelve months. 
The PEEMIER : She was for a part of last 

year, at any rate. 
'l'he HoC'f. J. M. 1\IACROSSAN said that 

for twelve months she had only been to sea 
once, and then no further than •rownsville. If 
that was sufficient to make the officers and men 
acquainted with the coast, especially with the 
J3,urier Reef-which probably they did not see
he would leave it to hon. members to say. 

The PRI~MIER: I do not believe it is. 
The HoC'f. J. M. MACROSSAN : How could 

the naval brigades at the different purts gain 
experience and discipline; how could they gain 
any benefit at all under the system which had 
been followed for the past twelve months? The 
hon. gentleman admitted that she had not been 
out of port for that time. 

The PHEJYIIER: She has been at Mary
borough, Rockhampton, and Townsville, at any 
rate. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said she had 
been once there, but not certainly during the la•t 
three or four months. She had been confined to 
the Brisbane Hiver, where h8r officers and crew 
enjoyed all the gaieties and attention which were 
given generally to naval and military men. But 
so far as naval drill and discipline were con
cerned, both ship and crew were going to the bad. 
If a vessel of the Imperial Navy were kept in 
pert for twelve months, no matter how well dis
Ciplined the crew and officm s might be, both 
oflicers and men would become demoralised. 

The PEE1HER : I quite agree with that. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the 

hon, gentleman, while condemning the action of 
the men under his control, defended the vote 
from which they were paid. He did not know 
what the leader of the Opposition intended to do, 
but if he proposed to omit the entire vote for the 
"Gayundah" he should certainly supvort him. 
Although he would not support a motion to omit 
the vote for naval brig«des, or the instructors 
of naval brigades, he would lay up the "Gayun
dah" for twelve months, by which time 
they coulLl get officers able to make her 
what she ought to be, am! what she had not 
been for twelve months. At present she was 
only an expensive toy, and she would rapidly 
become worse than a toy, because when the 
necessity for using her for serious purposes 
arose, it would be found that they had been 
relying on a broken reed. 'l'hey must h'we some 
one in charge of the "Gayundah" whom they could 
place confidence in, which was not the case at 
present. It would not cost much to lay up the 
"Gayundah" in harbour. '\Vhen vessels in the 
Imperhtl navy were laid up everything was 
covered up to prevent them from being injured 
by the weather, and there was a ship-keeper or 
two put on board. As to the value of the guns 
on board the "Gayundah" he knew nothing, 
although it could be easily found out on referring 
to the Auditor-General's report, which showed 
that the total cost of the eC(uipment-which, of 
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course, meant something more than the guns-
amounted to £3,000. She coulrl easily be laid up for 
twelve months in Garden Reach,and then with new 
otficer:?3 sho 1night be n1ade into smnetbing 1nore 
than a toy~into an rtctuctl defence, when neces
sary, and as a tneans of training n1en who \vould 
be their actuctl defenders when neces,ity rtrose. 
There were six companies of nrtval brigades, 
most of the men ,)f which, he supposed, had 
passed their lives at sea. They would be rtble 
to m><n the "Gayundah," who•e ship's company 
was put down at fifty-three men, including 
three officers, onA lieutenant, and two sub
lieutenants. 

The PREMIER: How would you move her 
about? 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN said he did 
not propose to lllf_)Ve her about; laying np \Vas not 
moving about. He would have her laid up in 
Garden Reach \vhere she w<1B now, anchored 
head ami stern, housed over, ttnd two or three 
men on board to keep her in condition, for twelve 
months. In the mettntime they would be ahle 
to consider what they should do towurds getting 
men who would do their duty to the country 
from which they received their pay. 

The PREMIER: How will thenttval brigrtdes 
be trained in the meantime? 

The HoN. ,J. M. J\IACROSSAN: How have 
they been trained during the last twelve months? 

The PREJ\HEH : Last yettr the "Gayundah" 
was continually employed. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Not during 
the last twelve months. 

The PREMIER said she had not left port 
since his return from England, for reasons for 
which he was prepared to accept the responsi
bility. He wanterl certain information from 
Captctin \V right before allowing the ship to leave 
port, and that information was not yet forth
coming. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : But she has 
been in port at least four months. 

The PREMIER said he had not been back 
four mrmths, and she might h.~ve Leen in port 
six n1onths, as far as he knew. As soon as cer
tain facts came to his notice he took the neces
sary steps to get the information ; he had called 
upon Captain \V right for a report, which he had 
not received, so far. But ttll thctt was irrespective 
of the merits of the question~whether they should 
keep up a ship like the "Gayundah" or not. 
He was not prepared to say that during the last 
six months the management of the "Gttyundah" 
had been satisfactory. He was not at all pre
pared to say so, but he Lelieved it was not the fault 
of the system, but of the men in charge of her. 
He did not think anyone could be more discon
tented than he was with many things he had 
noticed during the last few months. But the ques
tion was, \V ere they going to do things by fits and 
st<trts, ctnd because they did not likfl an officer 
destroy the system, and when they got somebody 
else they liked, start again? He did not understand 
that fitful wtty of doing business. One clay they 
would have a commissioner of police, next cluy 
they would not. This year they would httve an 
Auditor-General; next year they would not. He 
supposed that it was to prevent the evil of caprice 
of that kind that the Auditor-General and the 
.T udges were placed upon a different footing from 
other public oflicers~bocause if some mem
ber did not like the occupant of the office, 
he wonld vote against the salary. In that 
wfly Pttrliament might step in and stop any 
branch of the pnblic service. He asked hon 
members to take a broader view of the question. 
He was responsible for the management of the 
'Gayundrth" during- the year, although he did 

not know what it had been during all that 
period ; ttnd even supposing there had been 
son1e 1nisrnanagen1ent he did not know that 
that was a •niticient reason for abolishing the 
system and throwing the whole thing into con
fusion. Thut was what it amounted to. The 
question was not whether they were pleased 
with Captain \Vright or Lieutenant Hesketh, 
but was it deccirable to huve a tmining-ship of 
that kind in commi<sion. That was the <juestion; 
und that she had not Leen performing duty for 
three months was no reason for abolishing her 
ttltogether. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the Premier was 
dmgging all sorts of extraneoas subjects into 
the discussion. He had "'ked him (Mr. JYfore
hearl) if he would take charge of the 
"Gayundah," and said if he would not, 
would his office-boy do so. Then he httd 
brought in the position of the Judges, and 
said they might as well refuse to have a judge 
becttuse they did not like him. He (Mr. 
l\Iorehead) did not know that anyone had 
expressed a like or dislike to any officer of the 
" Gaynndah," except possibly the Premier him
self. They had to deal with a much bigger ques
tion than the petty petulance of the Premier. He 
thought the suggestion of the hem. member for 
Towrmville a very proper one, by which there 
wonld be an actual saving of about £G,OOO, at the 
same time leaving the naval brigade unin1paired; 
and a c<msiderable margin to provide for the 
unforeseen event of having to man the "Gaynn
dah" if necessttry. The men were very good 
men, but they had been badly treated rts far as 
training was concerned, and "\lery rnuch neg
lected by the present Government. The Premier 
admitted that during the last twelve months 
that had been so. He thought, with the hon. 
member for 'fownsville, thttttherewasnonecessity 
to move the ship unless some extraordinary cttuse 
arose. They conld eusily get a crew out of the 
numerous Government steamers, the "Otter" and 
the small fleet the Government httd so largely 
increased during their tenure of power. They 
could get plenty of seamen from them when 
they were wttnted, and could easily make up nny 
shortcomings from the naval brigade. If they 
took the rtmount set down for the "Gayundah," 
£4,422, house allnwunce to senior nuval officer, 
£120, clerk to senior nttval officer and ptty
master to mttrine force, £200, and rations 
£1,200, surgeon, £100-he did not know what 
his duties were; he had asked, but got no 
response-drill-instructors, 1nessenger, and office
keeper, torpedo artificer, and all items after that, 
leaving full provision for any exigency thut wus 
likely to arise, it would allow a reduction in the 
whole vote of £5,917, and would not materially 
impair the efficiency of the force. If the neces
sity urose for the "Gttyundah" being crtlled into 
ttctive service, there would be plenty of material 
left, ttfter making these reductions, to put 
her in tt very good stute of efficiency ; that 
was, assuming that the lieutenant instructor wtts 
a competent, uble man, capuble of being relied 
upon in an emergency. Besides, if an emergency 
did occur, with the exception of the engineers, 
who must be provided for, a senior lieutenant 
could unquestionrtbly be got from the Imperial 
ships on the station, and there would be no 
necessity for keepingseumenor stokers, who could 
very easily be obtained when required. A ship',; 
steward, the captain's servant, and, in fact, almost 
every item under the head of "Gayunduh" could be 
supplied at a very few days' notice, and at thE> smne 
time they could effect u very mutcrial reduction in 
the estimate. He hoped hon. members would look 
at it in that light. If they did they would see 
that the Government had scope enough to deal 
with the question. And, so far as the "Gttynn
dah" was concerned, he thought she would be 
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much better off if she remained where she was 
for twelve months. He would like to know how 
many days dnring the four years they had had 
that vessel, she ha<! taken out the naval brigade 
for trltining purposes. 'l'he Premier himself had 
admitted that last year had been one of supreme 
neglect. 

The PREMIER : I do not. 

Mr. ::'IIOREHEAD said the hon. gentleman 
admitted that it was a period of neglect, and 
said he wa' responsible for it. He was a! ways 
bringing in his responsibility, and having done 
so seemed to think there was nothing more to be 
said about it. He said, '~ H's my fault," and 
that was to he the end of 1t. In the same wav 
he asked hon. members on that side of the Corrl
mittee if they would like to take command of the 
" Gayundnh" themselves. That wa8 a childi,h 
way of talking, unworthy of the hon. gentlen1an ; 
bem,use if he W<tS really in earnest in retrenching 
there was no better opportunity than in connec
tion with the " Gayundah." 

The PRE:VIIEH said the hon. member might 
not care for the information; but, as a matter 
of fact, the men on board the "Gayundah" were 
under a three years' engagement. He would 
again point out that it was impossible to get men 
trained to serve on board a man-of-war at a few 
days' notice. The hon. gentle111an talked of the 
question as if it were merely the manning of a 
ferry-boat, instead of a man-of-war. The hon. 
gentleman, who seemed to think that he knew 
as much, or more, about the matter as he (the 
Premier) did, had approached it '' p1·iori, like a 
man who had suddenly come here from another 
planet, who hea,rd there were ships employed, 
but not knowing anything about the nature of 
ships, at once assumed r-mpre1n8 superiority over 
all other persons who were conversant with those 
things. It was like the case of the celebrated 
English statesman, who felt himself competent 
to take charge of the Channel fleet at a moment's 
notice. 

i\Ir. MOREHEAD : An abler statesman than 
you are! 

The PREMIER said he was also a great deal 
abler statesman th,;n the hon. gentleman oppo
site, who seemed to thiuk that he could provide 
a crew for fighting ships by putting an advertise
ment in a newspaper. That, he (the Premier) 
could not do. He hoped hon. members would 
recognise the fttet that if they were to have pro
perly drilled and trained men in that branch of 
th,, service they must have the means of drilliug 
them. If there was any defect in the adminis
tration let them punish the people w bo were 
responsible for the administration, but that was 
no reason for abolishing the sy,stem. 

The HoN. J ::\'I. MACROSSAN said there 
would be no difficulty in getting a crew for the 
"Gttyundah" in the event of the necessity aris
ing. He was sure that at least one-half of the 
naval brigade were as competent as the men 
at present on board the "Gayundal1." They 
were all good seamen, many of whom had spent, 
perhape, twenty years at sea, so that, as he had 
said, there would be no difficulty in that respect 
in time of necessity. 

The PREMIER : Those men are wanted for 
other ships. 

The HoN. J. M. M.\CROSSAN said they 
were talking about the "Gayundah" at present. 
He presumed that they depended upon the 
Imperial Government for their real defence, as, 
if they depended upon their own gunboats and 
barges and punts they would be making a great 
mistake. As for talking about the '• Gayundah" 
being able to defend them, he was very much 
afraid of it, There need be no difficulty in 

getting sailors. Sailors were plentiful ; there were 
hundreds of them in thP interior upon the gold
fields, many of them old men-of-war's men. 

The PREMIK!:t : Could they fight the guns? 
The Hox. J. M. :i\IACROSSAJS': Yes. 
The PREMIER : Do they understand how to 

work these guns? 
The Ho:11. J. M. 11ACHOSSAN: Probably. 

The PREMIER : I am certain they do not. 

The HoN. J. M. J\IACROSSAN: You may 
be certain, but I am not. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows 
nothing at all about it. 

The Hox .• J. M. 1\IACROSSAN said he knew 
something about it, and he did not suppose 
the hon. Premier had much more knowledge of 
mwctl er military matters tlmn he had when 
he went awcty. Amongst all the multifarious 
dutie,; the hon. gentleman attended to at home, 
did he undergo a course of naval and military 
discipline so as to qualify him to be Commander
in-Chief, and to tell everybody who spoke upon 
the subject that he knew nothing about it? He 
thought the Premier did not have quite time 
enough for that. Probably he mixed in the 
society of men with cocked hats, but that 
would not make him a military man. They 
all knew that seamen might be obtained 
at a week's notice- men to man more ships 
than thev could raise. There were five or 
six crews in the naval brigades, of which 
there were six companies of fifty-three men 
each. He presumed those men were qualified ; if 
they were not it was the fa.ult of the men who 
had had them in training. Probably there were 
some of them even better qualified than the men 
now on board the "Gayundah," seeing the way 
the men had been going on during the last twelve 
months. It must be an extraordinary piece of 
information which the Premier could not get in 
three months. Since his return he had not been 
able to get any inform'ltion as to why the 
" Gayundah " had been lying idle in the stream, 
The Commander had been in Brisbane all the 
time; surely he had not been away in the 
rnoon. In regard to the engagen1entR the Premier 
said those men were under, they all knew they 
were under engagmnent; but unless a second 
one had been entered into, that engagement must 
be very near its termination. They had before 
them returns for 1884-5, 188!5-6, and 188G-7, that 
was three years, and now they were in 1887-8. 
He thought the hon. gentleman would find the 
engagements terminated some time that year. 
There would be no difficulty in finding men, and 
in getting an officer to take command, from one 
of the Imperial ships on the coast immediately if 
r:quired, as suggested by the leader of the Oppo
Sition. If that hrm. member moved an amend
ment he would certainly support him. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he failed 
to under,tand the arguments of the hon. member 
for Townsville. That gentleman said that the 
Premier had described what the "Gayundah" 
ought to do and where she ought to be, and what 
her work should be, complained that she was not 
doing her work, and yet demanded that she 
should be laid up in ordinary. He says the 
"Gayundah" ought to be employed in becorning 
acquainted with the (~ueenshtnd waters and the 
intricacies of the Barrier Reef, and training the 
naval brigades in the various parts of the 
colony ; and yet he wishes her to be !aiel up. 
\Vith singular inconsistency the hon. member 
for Townsville argued that because she had 
not been doing that particuhr work during 
the last three or four months, she ought 
not to do any more-that she should be laid 
up in ordinary. The hon. member also said 
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that they had sailors enough on the diggings. 
He supposed that meant that the officers on 
boo,rd ought to he disrni~sed, keeping only men 
enough on hoo,rd to keep the guns in proper 
order. The hon. member cmevbined on ono 
lmnd tlmt the "Chyundah" had not been doing 
her work, an cl on the other lmnd he insisted tlmt 
she should be bid up in ordino,ry and do nothing 
at all. He could not follow that argnment at 
all. The ship was well constructed, and her 
armament was good and complete, and she was 
economically managed, as they had been told by 
the Premier, who went very co,refully into those 
matters with Achniral Try on ; and they then 
thought there was no unnecessary expense. 
The leader of the Opposition could make 
fun of anything in the world ; he could con
vulse the Committee with laughter upon the 
most solemn occ:lsion, and he (lVIr. Jordan) had 
listened to hi1n just now with very great amn.se~ 
ment. But he lamented that when serious 
matters of that kind were before the Com
mittee relating to the defence of the colony, 
and as to what they should do in case they 
had in reality what they had in imagination 
a year or two ago-hon. members would 
remember the scare about the Russians, one 
Saturday morning- when the wires had been cut, 
and they did not know what they should hear 
next; when there was a panic in the city and 
everybody trembled, and asked what the Gov
ernment were doing to defend the city-~that was 
a very serious matter, and the comicalities of 
the leader of the Opposition were never more 
out of place than they had been whilst he was 
talking so very cleverly and amusingly upon 
that very grave and important 1uestion. Many 
persons held the opinion that they could do without 
their volunteers and soldiers ; but they could not 
do without a marine force. He had heard it 
very seriously stated that their marine force 
was the most imvortant line of defence, and 
they had two ships which were constructed at 
very great expense, but were economically 
manau-ed ; there were not more officers tlmn 
were ;;.ecessary, and they knew what their duties 
were. All that had been very clearly explained by 
the Premier, and admitted by the hon. member 
for Townsville. Yet it had been contended by 
the leader of the Opposithn, very cleverly 
assisted by the hon. member for Townsville, 
that the "Gayundah" could not do wh:<t she 
was fitted out r'or, and that she should be laid up 
in ordinary. The hem. member for Townsville 
was generally very serious, treated things very 
logically, and did not waste the tune of the Com
mittee, as he was very sorry to say the hon. the 
leader of the Opposition sometimes did by his 
witticisms. The hon. member for Townsville 
was runnino· a tilt at the "Gayundah," and 
knew very \~ell that he was only endeavouring to 
back up the attack made by the leader of the 
Opposition, which he was doing very feebly and 
illogically, considering his great ability. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
wanted to lay the "Gayundah" up for ~ year, 
in reality, and save the expense of keepmg her 
laid up as she was now. She had been laid np 
in ordinary four months already, and there was 
no telling how much longer she would lie in 
Garden Heach. If the Government at the end 
of twelve months chose to do so, they could put 
her into cmnnlisRion again, and let those 
on board make acquaintance with Queensland 
waters, which they had not done up to the 
present time, with th<: exception . of one vc;yage 
np north. The captam took her mto J\fonnlyan 
Harbonrandgotonarock, and for that reasol:' con
demned the harbour-a harbour th[lt the tnggo•t 
vessels could enter and leave easily. Dozens of 
shipmasters, though they did not wear epaulettes, 
bad taken their vessels in and out of JVIourilyan 

Harbour and never made a complaint. He must 
con~ratnlate the Premier on having at last got 
one~ of his colleagues to defend his Estimates 
relating to the defence of the colony. During 
the whole of the evening·, and for the last two 
nightr:;, not one of his cnlleagnes h~td assisted 
the Premier; whether it was his fault or not 
he dirl not pretend to say. Perhaps he had 
told them to leave the Defence Force to him, bnt 
had just now unrnuzzled one of his colleagues. 
He con~ratulated the Minister for Lands on 
getting ;:;p to do his little best in defence of the 
Premier. 

The PHE:\1:1ER said he should like to know 
what sort of officers and men the hon. member 
for Townsville expected to get on a ship, when 
they understood that their. tenure of office d~
pended on the whim of Parllament-:that the sh1p 
was liable to be put out of comnusswn one year 
and into commission the next-that they would 
cease to hold office as soon as Parliament had an 
economical fit, or as soon as they offended mem
bers of Parliament, and then when there was 
plenty of llloney to spend they could go on boc:rd 
a~ain. A defence force could not be mam
t~ined on those conditions in any part of the 
world. 

Mr. MOREHE.A.D said he had been accused 
by the Minister for Lands and \Vater with turn
ino- every solemn object to ridicule. Had he 
ev~r attempted to turn the Minister for Lands to 
ridicule? 

The PRE:\1IER: \Vhat are you doing now? 
Mr. MOHEHEAD said the hon. gentleman 

had talked a great deal about the war scare ; 
but the hon. member for l?ortitude Vttlle~·, Mr. 
Mc:Yiaster, had read a letter showing that sea
men could be cYot cheaper now that there was no 
war scare and therefore there would be no diffi
culty in fil'Iing up vacancies on the "Gayundah." 
The Premier sta.ted that they could not get 
officers to accej>t employment if their tenure 
of office depended on the whim o~ the Com
mittee. The whim of the CUlmmttee on the 
]>resent occasion w<ts to lay by ": useless vessel 
for a time and curtail an expend1ture they could 
not afford. If th,Jse were whims, he was afraid 
they would last as long as represen~ative 
government lasted. He thought v~ry hberal 
provision was made under the , est1mate e_ven 
with the reduction he had suggested a short tnne 
ao·o and he intended to move that reduction ; 
b~t\efore doing so, he would refer to or:e or two 
items on which he wanted to get some mforma
tion. IV as there a senior lieutenant ? 

The PREMIER : None has been appointed in 
place of Lieutenant Hesketh. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD: Then this estimate con
tains a misrepresentation on the face of it. 

The PREMIER: It gives the staff of the 
" Gayundah." 

Mr. MOREHEAD : The senior lieutenant 
does not exist. 

The PHEMIER: None has been appointed, 
but there must be a staff. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD: Snppose there was no 
commander and no senior lieutenant? 

The PRK:YIIEI-t: Then we should have to get 
them. How C<l.n you get a senior lieutenant if 
there is no >·alary? 

J\Ir. MO REREAD s:Lid be would go further 
back. The late senior lieutenant was got rid of 
four or five months ago, and the appointment had 
not been filled up since then. He supposed the 
" Gayundah" had kept just as quiet in the 
Garden Reach as before. 

The PREMIER: She is shorthanded. 
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Mr. MORE HEAD : With eight stokers ? She 
could not be shorthanded in that direction. He 
would ask whether the whole of the st;ctf except 
the senior lieutenant had b<Jen kept out during 
those four months 

The PREMIER : Yes ; so far as I know. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. m~mber 

thought he made " point with regard to officers 
and men being under agreement. \Vould he 
tell the Committee when Captain \Vright's 
engagement terrnimtted? 

The PREMIER : Only the men are under 
agreement. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he noticed that 
Captain \Vright's appointment w:ts dated 30th 
March, 1885, and he took it that the bulk 
of those on board were pretty much in the 
smne position so f::tr as engagement waH con
cerned, so that there was very little in 
that point. Following up what he had said, 
he begged to move that the estimate of £12,541 
be reduced by the sum of £~,9-17. That reduc
tion included all the items uruler the heading 
"Gayunclah," besides £120 hnnse allowanc\l 
to senior nav:1l officer, £200 ttllowance for clerk to 
senior naval otficer and paymaster to l\Iarine 
Force, and the mnount for mtions. 

Mr. MoMAST.~~R said he would like to cor
rect the hon. leader of the Opposition. \Vhat 
the hon. member had referred to was not in 
Captain Wright's letter, but wrts a ccmversation 
which took place between C>ept<Lin \V right anll 
Mr. Marshal!. \Vhile he was on his feet he 
would remind the hon. leader of the OpjH)sition 
that if he carried his amendment the" Gaynn
dah" would probably become a totrtl hms. 

The Ho:-r. J. M. MACROSSAN : What 
nonsense ! The Imperial ships are laid up 
regularly. 

Mr. MoMASTER said he believed she would 
rot much sooner if she were laid up than if she 
had men to take care of her. 'fhe hon. leader of 
the Opposition was a member of the Government 
who ordered those gunboats, tmd if they were 
white elephants he was responsible to some 
extent. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: It is on account of mis
management. 

Mr. JI/Ic:YIASTER said he did not think it 
was so altogether. If they were of no use they 
ought to be sold. There must be valuable guns 
to be kept in order, and if they took away the 
officers and men the vessels would suffer aH<l be 
less fit than now for defence pnrposes. It would be 
far better to sell them altogether than injure the 
pr'>perty that with the assistance of the hem. 
leader of the Opposition, had been purchased at 
so high a figure. 

The PREMIER said it would be as well to 
understand one another. The hon. leader of the 
Opposition told the Committee that he under
stood the subject a great deal better than the 
Government. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD : He did not; but I believe 
he does. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member under
stood it better than the Admiral. The hon. 
member knew what a ship like the "Gayundah" 
could be kept up for. He (the Premier), with 
the best information at his di"po,al, told the 
Committee that if they laid up the" Gayundah," 
as proposed, in twelve months time she would 
deteriorate to a very great extent. He 'va~ ~nrry 
he had not at hand all the correspondence that 
was laid before the Imperial Conference, becau,e 
one of the points rai,ed there on the pal't of the 
Admiralty was as to the difference between the cost 
of a ship laid up and a ship in full commission. 
Ordinary persons would be inclined to suppose 
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that there was a very great difference indeed ; 
but the difference, if his memory did not deceive 
him, was not more than 30 per cent. If they laid 
this ship up now and retained a sufficient number 
of men to keep her efficient, they would not 
reduce the expenditure much more than 30 per 
cent. That was the information he had, and 
that was the information he laid before the 
Committee. If the Committee preferred to take 
the ovinion of the hem. member for Balonne, who 
knew nothing at all about it so far as they were 
aware, let them do so. The hon. member spoke 
,1 p1·im·i. He knew everything about it, but 
he gtwe them no basis for his knowledge. He 
(the Premier) did not profess to know anything 
but what he was told by good authority. The 
propos"l made by the hon. member, if carried, 
would have the effect of rendering the vessel 
useless, aml no one knew it better than the hon. 
member l1imself. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : That is not the case, 
The PREMIER : It would render the vessel 

useless ; it would break the engagement with all 
the men, and the Government would have to pay 
them compensation for turning them adrift. 

Mr. MOHEREAD: They will all get into gaol. 
The PREMIER said the Government would 

have to get rid of those they had brought from 
:England; there was one at £300 a year, another 
at £180. Some of them were under engagement 
for a fixed term, and would have to be paid 
compensation. The hon. member asked that 
they should take away the money even for doing 
that. He asked them to repudiate their bargain, 
to render this valuable engine of war useleas, so 
that in twelve months' time she would deteriorate 
to an extent a great deal more than the saving on 
that vote; and in the meantime he desired to 
destroy the administration of the naval brigade 
by taking away the salaries of the officers who 
taug·ht them their business. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: No. 
The PRE.:VIIER: Yes, he did. The hon, 

member did not know what he was doing, and he 
was telling the hon. member. The h,m, member 
did not care what he was doing; he was like a 
child putting a stick into a piece of valuable 
machinery; he did not care what the conse
q uence,s were. 

Mr. MOEEHEAD: Now yon are very angry, 
The PR};MIER said he had felt really humili

ated that evening whm he listened to the hon. 
member, to think that an hon. member who was 
entrusted by a number of gentlemen in that 
House with the honourable position of leader of 
the Opposition should have spoken on a subject 
of that kind as he had done. It was humiliating 
to the colony that such statements and argu
ments should have been used by a gentleman 
holding that position. If they had come frorr. any 
member of the House he would have been sorry, 
but coming from a man who :tspired to a leading 
position in the colony it was absolutely humili
ating to the whole colony, and so would anyone 
say who read the debate in to-morrow morning's 
paper, or who heard the arguments adduced. 
Had the hon. member said that they could not 
afford to have a training ship, and could not 
afford a marine force at all, they could have met 
him fairly on that ground. \Vas it desirable 
that they should have a floating battery, as the 
"Gayundah" really was? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: You said 
she was a toy .. 

The PRE:\IIER said what he had said was 
that if sh~ was a toy they ought not to vote any 
monev for her. He asked the money for her not 
as a toy, but as a floating battery, without which 
their defence would be incomplete. That was 
what he said she was, 
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The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: That is 
what you said she should be. 

The PREMIER: Yes, that was what he said 
she should be. What did the hon. member 
mean? \V as that the reason for the amendment? 
Did they mean by that amendment to censure 
the Government for not properly administering 
that branch of the service fur the last six months ? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Twelve 
months. 

The PREMIER said hon. members opposite 
differed. The hon. member for Townsville 
wished for the amendment by way of censuring 
the Government for their administration of the 
department. Of course, if it were carried from 
that point of view the Government would know 
what to do. They di,tinctly said, "The Govern· 
ment cannot manage this depcutment, so we will 
take the money a way." He (the Premier) could not 
speak as to the first six months of the year, but 
for the last three months there were very good 
reasons, as nearly every hon. member knew, why 
the "Gayundah," had not been to sea. He 
did not want to mention them there, but he 
was perfectly willing to tell any hon. member 
privately what the reasons were. 

The HoN .• J. l'II. MACROSSAN: I have not 
the slightest idea. 

The PREMIER: \Vas the amendment moved 
by way of punishing the Government for not 
sending her to sea during the last three months 
when they could not do it? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Why could 
not the Government do it? \Ve know nothing 
about it. 

The PREMIER: Or was it with the intention 
of destroying that branch of the force altogether? 
If hon. members thought th:1t the hon. member 
for Balonne knew a great deal more about the 
matter than the Government did, let them 
affirm it by resolution. Certainly he did not 
feel disposed to be humiliated by being told day 
after day that it was the hon. member for 
Balonne who knew all about those things, and 
that the Government knew nothing about the 
business of the country. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the Premier had 
done him the honour of saying he felt very 
sorry not only for him (Mr. Morehead), but also 
for the Opposition, who honoured him by their 
confidence. He could return the compliment, 
and tell the hon. gentleman that he felt deeply 
sorry for him, and for the Government, that had 
not the confidence of their supporters. The 
humiliation was to see the leader of a great p:1rty 
dragged in the dirt, as the hon. gentleman had 
been, night after night-knowing that nearly 
every evening of the session he courted defeat, 
knowing that the other night on the Defence 
vote he only scraped through by a majority of 
one, after touting personally all round the House 
to try and get it passed. 

The PREMIER : That statement is not cor
rect. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he intended to try all 
he could to reduce the monstrously extrava· 
gant expenditure of the Government, which had 
plunged the colony into its present financial 
difficulties. He car~d nothing for the sneers of 
the hon. gentleman. Perhaps he knew as much 
about this subject as the hon. gentleman, 
although he might not have dined with the Duke 
of Cmnbridge or shaken hands with Lord 
Charles Beresford. He did not know that 
one or the other could have made the Pre
mier either a military or a naval authority; 
although he admitted that the hon. gentleman 
thought he was an authority on every possible 
subject under the sun, he (Mr. Morehead) 

was there, as other members of the Committee 
were, to see, as far as they could, that the money 
of the colony was not wasted; and that he would 
do so far as his lights led him. Whether his 
knowledge of naval or military matters was great 
or little he did not know, nor did he express an 
opinion on the subject. He believed thctt a reduc
tion could be made in that vote in the way indi
cated by the hon. member for Townsville. They 
had not the imperialistic icleas on the subject that 
the h<m. gentleman had. They knew that the hon. 
gentleman had come from the other side of the 
world with changed ideas on political matters, 
not only in connection with this colony, but in 
connection with the colonies and Great Britain. 
Since the hon. gentleman had come back they 
had seen great changes in his views. He (l'llr. 
]\forehead) was there as a representative of the 
people, and had as much right to express his 
views on any question that affected the people a.s 
the hon. gentleman or any other member of the 
Committee. He would be the last to check liberty 
of speech, but he felt bound to protest against 
the arrogance of the Premier. 

The PRE:\1IER said he would just reply to 
a statement that had been repeated for about the 
tenth time that session, but which he had never 
yet taken notice of. He had been accused of hav
ing imperialistic notions, and the statement had 
been made so often that he supposed some body 
would begin to believe it. It was only one of 
those epithets which, he said at an early period of 
the session, he was frequently the victim of. It 
was not even original ; it was coined for the 
hon. gentleman by some of his (the Premier's) 
well-known detractors, and the hon. gentleman 
picked it up, and it sounded so well that he 
repeated it at every convenient opportunity. He 
(the Premier) had said nothing since he came 
back from England to indicate the slightest 
change in his political views since his return. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: You may 
not think so. 

The PREMIER said he did not look to the 
hon. member for Townsville for his character; 
it was well known what the hon. gentleman 
thought of him-that was, that whatever he did 
was wrong; that he was actuated by the worst 
motives, and was entirely wrong. As to that 
stuff about imperialistic notions, he had advo· 
cated precisely the same things before he went. 
Whatever he had stated since his return he had 
said before, and it had been tacitly accepted by 
the whole of that Committee ; and there was 
nothing he has said in England on behalf o£ the 
colony, that had not been tttcitly approved of by 
the Committee more than twelve months before 
he went away. 

Mr. KELLETT said he objected to the 
manner in which the Premier received ttny pro
posal to reduce an over-estimate. The hon. 
gentleman regarded any proposal for a reduction 
as a vote of censure, and looked around and 
frowned at his supporters, as he could do in a 
very ugly way sometimes. That was not a fair 
way of dealing with the Estimates. Since he 
(Mr. Kellett) had been in the House he had seen 
Estimates reduced from time to time, but he had 
not heard before that an act of that kind was a 
vote of censure. He did not pretend to know as 
much as Admiral Tryon, or as much as the 
Premier thought he knew about naval matters, 
but he believed he had a little common 
sense, and that a reduction could be made 
in that vote. He believed it was the opinion 
of the people of the metropolis, and the 
majority of the people uf the colony, that that 
vote was most useless and extravagant expendi
ture. He had been asked, day after day and month 
after month, what they received in return for that 
outlay. The" Gayundah" was lying in the reach 
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of the river doing nothing: what was the use of 
he_r there? If she were travelling about they 
mrght understand that she was of some service to 
the colony. They werll told that they could not 
reduce tl!at estima.te, because in doing so they 
would rum the slnp. He thought it wns not 
necessary to keep an engineer on board. Cle;:tnen-J 
were all that were needed and some men to keep 
the arms in good order ; that was all that was 
neces~ary, if the vessel was to remain in the 
Brisbane River. He noticed that there was an 
am~mnt on the vote for eight stokers. vV ell, he 
beheved he could get stokers enough to-morrow 
morning in half-an-honr to man a dozen of those 
ships. He did not see any reason why she should 
be kept in Brisbane for three months, and he did 
not think he should take that long to find out what 
was wrong with the Commander. He thought 
three days ought to be sufficient for that. 
He understood that all thn,t naval officer had to 
do was to draw cheques when he wanted any
thing. He only heard that the other day. It 
seemed to him a monstrous thi!lg that officers in 
the service should be allowed to clraw cheques 
for an unlimited amount, and have them 
!wnoured. If that were the practice it was time 
1t was stopped. He thought it was advisable to 
reduce the expenditure in some wav, and that 
they might very fairly begin with "that vote. 
That was his opinion, and he believed it was an 
opinion that was shared by the public generally. 
He did not know whether the amount was the 
proper amount by which to reduce the vote. 

The PREMIER : If you take that off you 
will make the whole concern a farce. ' 

Mr. KELLETT said he did not think the hem. 
gentleman would .have much difficulty in getting 
the boat manned rf he wanted her in a hurry. 
He knew the hon. gentleman had not had much 
time to studv the Estimates since his return 
from England, and therefore he could not know 
as much on any estime~te as he seemed to think 
he did. Of course he did not like to see the 
:Estimates reduced, but that was no reason why 
he should censure those members who had sup
ported him well ever since he had been in office, 
when they endeavoured to effect retrenchment in 
the public expenditure. 

The PREMIER said he would just say one 
word in reply to the hon. member. He quite 
agreed with the hon. member that it would be a 
very unfair thing for him to do what the hon. 
member accused him of doing. But what were 
the !acts? A vote was brought forward and 
he (the Premier) pointed out that to keep the 
system efficient it was neceswary that a certain 
sum should be voted. Some hon. members said 
"No ; tha,t is not necessary.,, They knew a great 
deal more about the matter than the Government 
did; the Government did not understand their 
business ; and to emphasise that opinion they 
proposed a reduction in the estimate, which, if 
the Government did understand their business, 
would turn thtl whole concern into a farce. 
How, then, could he take any other conr•e than 
he had adopted·? Hon. members might jnst as 
well take the Itegi.,trar-General'., Department, 
and propose to omit all the salaries except the 
Registrar-General's; or the Real Property Office, 
and say they should omit the salaries of the Regis
trar and :Ylaster of Titles, the Deputy Regi:;trar, 
and the Chief Clerk. Or they mie£ht take the 
Supreme Court, and strike out the salaries of all 
the officers, and then tell the Government to carry 
on the administration of justice. They wished to 
place on the Government the responsibility of 
conducting a department, and yet proposed to take 
away the means of conducting that department. 
He could only take that as it was meant-as a 
distinct challenge of the competency of the Gov
ernment. He could only take it in one way. 

Mr. KELLETT said he did not think the hon. 
gentleman's argument was fair. They knew he 
argued very well, but he sairl they might just as 
well cnt off the salary of the Registrar-Geneml 
as reduce that vote. That was nothing less than an 
absurdity. He was sorry to say that, but he could 
not find a better word at the moment. The 
Registrar-General had certain duties to perform 
every dav, and was performing them, and he and 
his office"rs must be at their offices. The "Gayun
dah" officers were doing no duty, and that was 
why they objected to the ship lying idle. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said when he 
was in office he learnt one thing-if he wanted 
to get his Estimates through, to keep his temper. 
The hon. gentleman should take that advice, 
as he wanted it badly. \Vhether he had become 
imperialistic or not, at all events he had 
certainly become imperious. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman would not take any reduction of his 
Estimates as a vote of censure. 

The P RE::VIIER : I take it as it is meant. 

The Ho:-~. J. M. MACROSSAN: The hon. 
gentleman could take it as he pleaserl, but he 
should not show how he took it. He might 
think what he liked, but should not lose his 
temper. The hon. gentleman said everything he 
did he (i\1r. Macrossan) condemned ; but he 
knew better than that. He knew there were 
many things he had done and was doing that he 
(1\Ir. Macrossan) approved of. He believed the 
hon. gentleman had made great mistakes; but, 
notwith,tanding, there were many things the 
Premier did which he approved of; but he was 
not going to approve of things which he did not 
approve of, simply to gain the hon. gentleman's 
goodwill. The hon. gentleman spoke with autho
rity when he spoke in that House, and he stated 
that every member of the Committee knew why the 
"Gayundah" had been laid up for four months, 
and that there were sufficient and satisfactory 
reasons. Since then he (Mr. Macrossan) had 
taken the trouble to go round to members and 
find ont what they knew, but not a single man 
present, or the members who had gone out since 
the Premier spoke, unless it was the leader of 
the Opposition, knew what those reasons were. 
He agreed with the hon. member for Stanley 
that three months was sufficient time in which 
to find out the reasons why that vessel had been 
laid up so long, and how did they know how 
many more months it would take to find out 
those reasons? The complaint was that the 
vessel was abwlutely rloing nothing, and they 
were paying the full expense of keeping up a 
vessel of that kind. They wanted to have the 
vessel do nothing and not pay for her. He 
agreed with the member for Stanley that the 
Premier's comparison with that case and dis
pensing with the services of the Registrar-Gene
ral was an absurdity. If the Registrar-General 
refused to do his work for four months they 
would he entitled to reduce his salary. That was 
the position they had taken up. They were there 
to discuss the Estimates, and reduce them if they 
thought they were in excess of what they ought 
to be. Of course when the Government framed 
them they no doubt thonght in their own minds 
that every penny was wanted, and th".t the Gov
ernment conld not be carried on with less money, 
but other Governments had had their Estimates 
redured, rmd had carried on the business. The 
country would not break down if the "Gayundah" 
was laid up, and if the whole vote was wiped out 
the country would flourish as much as usual, and 
the administration go on. He thought it was not 
fair of the Premier to treat that as a party ques
tion, and to state that the ieader of the Opposi
tion had brought forward the motion as a vote of 
censure upon the Government. 
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Mr. SALKELD said he certainly agreed with 
the remarks of the last speaker with reference to 
the Government treating any reduction of their 
:Estimates as a vote of censure. That was not a 
fair position to take up. He voted the other 
night for a reduction, but it was not with the 
intention of putting the Govern:nent out of 
office. If they went out it was not his business. 
He took exception to the remark of the Premier 
when he said that the maintenance of the Defence 
and Naval Forces should not be dependent upon a 
vote of Parliament. When the hon. gentleman 
came to consider the question he would see that 
they must Le dependent upon an annual vote, 
and in order to· insure that in England the 
Mutiny Act was passed every year; so that the 
standing army could not be kept up without the 
assistance of Parliament. He maintained that Par
liament ought tohavecontrolof all officers and their 
salariPs. He had been informed that the trouble 
over a certain officer who had been discui\sed 
freely of late was owing to the fact that he 
had a five years' engagement and could not be dis
charged without compensation, and tbataccounted 
or a great deal of his imperions manner. If he 

could have been dismis,ed at a month's notice they 
would have had far legs friction than they had had 
with that officer. He had just heard incidentally 
that the naval officers were engaged for a term. 
If they were, the engagements would have to be 
carried out, or the country pay the piper; but 
he said those engagements should not be 
made for a term of years, and in the future 
officers should be brought out here, their 
expenses paid, and if they did not suit then 
their expenses paid hack home again; but they 
should not be put in positions in which they 
were independent of the will of Parliament. 
He wished to refer to another matter. The 
leader of the Opposition, he thought, was not 
quite fair to the Chief Secretary when making 
what he must term some of his insulting remarks. 
The hon. member of late had been very insulting 
to the head of the Government. He was very 
sorry to hear it, and he wondered that no notice 
had been taken of it up to the present time. He 
had referred to the hon. gentleman dining with 
the Duke of Cambrdge and shaking hands 
with Lord Charles Ber<'~ford, and that he had 
contracted imperial notions since his visit home. 
He (Mr. Salkeld) did not know that the Premier 
had shown any indication of th<tt, and he fancied 
the leader of the Opposition was sore, because 
when he was at home he was not shown the same 
amount of attention. The hon. member evi
dently felt sore, for if he was not he would not 
allude to the Premier in the terms he had done. 
He hoped those references would be dropped in 
future. The Premier seemed to be afraid that 
the Committee were going to do something 
foolish. He need not be afraid of that. The 
leader of the Opposition tried, of course, to score 
points against the Government, but it did not 
follow that hon. members on the Government 
side were going to play into his hands to do any
thing foolish or rash. He believed the discussion 
raised this year and on previous occasions on that 
question was not thrown away, and would Lear 
good fruit. The Premier said that many hon. 
members knew the reasons for the " Gayundah" 
being in port, but he had never met anyone who 
knew anything about it. He believed that the 
more important part of the defence of the colony 
would be at sea. If they were to defend this 
colony and the other colonies successfully from 
a European foe-the only one that would be likely 
to attack them-their defence would be at sea. 
They would have to guard their coaling stations 
completely, because it was well known that vessels 
of war without coal were completely helpless in 
the hands of a very inferior force supplied with 
steam power. He was not prepared for sweeping 

away the vote, but he believed there was a great 
deal of extravagance in connection with it. He 
Lelieved the Australian colonies were looked 
upon by a certain class of people at home as a 
grand exploiting ground for good fat billets. 
The Premier made a remark about the British 
Admiralty carefulh scrutinising their expendi
ture ; but it was admitted by all but the Admi
ralty themselves and the Imperial Government 
that it was one of the rnoBt extravagantly 
managed departments in the service. 

The PRE::VIIEH: Not on the ships; not afloat. 
Mr. SALKELD said there was the greatest 

waste of money in that department, greater than 
iu any other depflrtment of the Imperial service. 

The PREYIIEH ' On shore there may be, but 
not afloat. 

Mr. SALKELD said that what he asserted 
had been admitted recently in the Prc.~s, and also 
in the Imperiai Parliament. The bribery and 
corruption that took place in connection with 
that department was notorious ; untold sums 
had in past years been completely wasted on it, 
and there were very grave doubts now as to the 
efficiency of the British Navy; in spite of all 
the money that had been expended on it. The 
Imperial naval officers were, therefore, very 
unfit persons to teach them economy in e"pen
diture. 

Mr. CHUBB said that what hon. members on 
his side complained of was that for the last four 
or five months the "Gayundah" had been lying 
in the Garden lleach doing nothing, and they 
did not know and could not find out how long 
that was going to continue. As the hon. member 
for Townsville had said, no one on that side of 
the Committee knew, or could even guess, the 
reason why the ship was in port so long. It 
was a monstrous thing to suppose th11t they 
should have an efficient ship lying uselei!s 
in port and no one able to say how much 
longer she wonld remain there. 'fhe Premier 
had given them no as,urance on the subject, nor 
did he tell them how long it would take to bring 
that officer to book if he was to be brought to 
book. It was for that reason, hon. members 
thought that voting that money would be useles;; 
waste if the expenditure was to go on as it had 
gone on for the last four or five months. 

Mr. NOR TON said he could not understand 
upon what grounds the Premier r~garded the 
motion as a vote of censure. The hon. gentle
men should certainly take a different view of it 
from his experience of last week. When the 
!t'ader of the Opposition moved his amendment 
upon the previcus vote, the hon. gentleman said he 
accepted that as a distinct challenge of the com
petency of the Government to conduct that part 
of the public business. The hon. gentleman 
must have seen from the division that was taken 
that the Committee did not regard it in that 
light. A few members on the Government side 
treakd the amendment as a vote of censure, and 
made excuses for voting with the Government 
after having expressed their intention to vote for 
the amendment; but several members refused to 
treat it as a vote of censure. ·with those facts 
before his eyes, the Premier ought not to treat 
the present amendment as a vote of censure. 
He (Mr. Norton) did not regard it as a vote 
of censure, nor did the leader of the Oppo· 
sition intend it as such. It was only within 
the last two or three hours that he knew 
it was the intention of the leader of the Op
position to move an amendment. Since the 
discussion had come on the hon. memLer for 
Townsville said he was prepared to move an 
amendment if the leader of the 0 pposition would 
not ; so that the Premier must see there was no 
concert on the part of the Opposition which 
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would lead him to believe a vote of censure was 
intended. He would point to the effect of the 
hon. gentlen1an's own argun1ent. Because the 
leader of the Opposition proposed that a cer
tain reduction should be made in the vote 
the hon. gentleman accepted it as a challenge 
that the Govemment were not competent 
to conduct that department of the public 
business ; but if the leader of the Opposition pro
posed a reduction in the amount of the salary 
of a clerk in a Government office was the hon. 
gentleman going to accept that as a chal
lenge of the competency of the Government ? 
They must give the hon. gentleman credit for 
having reduced the Estimates as far as he could, 
but if every reduction proposed by the leader c'f 
the Opposition was to be treated as a vote of 
censure, the leader of the Opposition coul<l ]Jro
pose no reduction whatever. 

The PREMIER: That would be absurd, of 
course. ·what I say is that a motion of this kind 
can only be taken in one way. 

Mr. NORTON said the hon. gentleman was 
supposed to employ a certain number of clerks in 
his off:ce, and in hard times like the present he was 
supposed to hllve no more than he could do with
out. Suppose the lellder of the Opposition were 
to propose to reduce the stuff by one clerk, the 
hon. gentleman might say that because it would 
throw the affairs of the office into a state of con· 
fusion he should treat it as a vote of want of 
confidence. 

The PREMIEH : The remedy would then be 
to nmke the others work harder. Suppose you 
deprived me of all my clerks, what then? 

Mr. NORTON said if it was proposed to 
deprive the hon. gentleman of all his clerks, he 
would no doubt be able to scttisfy a majority 
of the House that he could not do without them. 

The PREMIER: But if the motion was 
carried, what would bo my alterrmti ve? 

Mr. NORTON said there was no chance of 
such a motion being carried. He Wlls sorry the 
hon. gentleman looked at it in thllt light. It 
seemed ll' if he wished to treat the amendment 
not merely as a vote of censure, but to compel the 
ntRmbers on his own side to pass the vote at ttny 
cost. Hon. members on both sides had good 
reason to compbin that the "Gayundah" in her 
present condition was perfectly usPleFs ; they 
were paying their money away for nothing. The 
hon. gentleman said there WitS some information 
he wanted to get from ClllJtttin \V right. \Vhat 
that information was he (Mr. l'\orton) did not 
know, but no doubt it was something very impor
tltnt if it took him weeks to get. But supp9fling 
Captain \V right mfused to give the information, 
what would be done with him? 

The PREl/IIER : What is ordinarily done in 
such cases? 

Mr. NO It TON sllid he was quite satisfied that 
that branch of the service was leso unpopular 
than the other. He believed the bulk of the 
people thought that the]'\ aval Defence }i'orce, if 
properly managed, would be more useful tlmn 
the Land Defence l<'orce. At the same time 
they might jnst as well be without it altogether, 
because they were getting no goncl whatever 
from it. He did not know what the officers 
did; they seemed to go about the town pretty 
much as they pleased, and complaints were 
common that the naval brigade did not get the 
advantage of any training. Instead of getting 
some lldvantage from the ships they were getting 
none whatever. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said he was not a great 
militllry authority, either on land or on water. 
He was a layman in the matter. Still, by put-

ting two and two together it struck him very 
forcibly that the whole of the discussion had been 
vdrymuch like thrashing empty straw, or shooting 
wide of the mark. If the discussion proved any
thing, it proved that the two gunboltts were two 
white elephants; and Sir Thomas Mcilwraith 
was the father of them, and Sir Samuel Griffith 
was the godfather of them, and neither of them 
lmd any rellson to sing, "It's niceto be a father." 
Although he was not in the secret as to why the 
gunboat~ had been llli<l up for the last three 
months, he believed he could let the cat out of 
the bag. 

HoNOURABI,E ME;~!BERS: Oh, no ! Don't ! It 
might scratch ! 

Mr. ISAMBERT said that if he let the cat 
out of the bag there would be no d•mger; hon. 
members could escape. If there was anything 
to be deprecated in the discussion it was the 
serni-comiclll manner in which the leader of the 
Opposition had treated that very serious subject. 
The leader of the Opposition ought to under
stand that the most important person in the 
House, next to the lellder of the Government, was 
the leader of the Opposition. He was even more 
important than all the rest of the Ministers 
together. Her I'.fajesty's Government was carried 
on, so far as Parliament was concerned, by 
the Premier of the colony and the leo,der of 
the Opposition, and the present leader of the 
Opposition ought to treat matters of such im
portance a little more graYely. If the colony 
lmd ever felt the loss of Sir Thomas Mcilwraith 
it had been during the present session; and he 
was certain that if Sir Thomas Mcllwraith still 
occupied his seat in the House liS leader of the 
Opposition he would not have allowed such 
flippant opposition to arise as it had pained 
them to listen to that evening. No ncatter how 
much opposed he might have been to the leader 
of the Government he would not have con
descended to such trifling, childish, spiteful 
actions for the sole purpose of stultifying the 
Government. As hon. members would remem
ber, when Sir Thomas Mcllwraith brought for
ward the scheme of those two gunboats, in 
which he wlls ably supported by the present 
leader of the Government, he (Mr. Isambert) 
denounced the scheme. He told the HouRe 
that they would be [I white elephant, that all 
they would be good for jVOuld be to go down 
the Blly schnapper-fishing. And from what 
he had now heard it seemed thllt they were not fit 
even for going schnapper-fishing in. They were 
not certainly good enough for fighting, although 
they might be Yery useful as floating batteries. 
\Vhen the vote was before the House m 1882, he 
said they ought to commence their Naval Defence 
J<'orce with fast-going steamers, despatch boats, 
easily lmndkd, and travelling at the rate of 
twenty or twenty-five knots [Ill hour; and not 
with such clumsy, ugly boats which could 
not steam more than eight or nine knots 
an hour; so slow that they could not go fast 
enough to run away frnn1 a n1an-of-war; so 
small that they were of little use, and so deep 
that they mu't keep in the open channel, and 
could not go into one of the Northern harbours 
without touching the bottom. They had heard 
that one of those two boats lmd great difficulty in 
accomplishing the journey out, on the ground 
that those "white elephants" were such vora
cious animals. They were too expensive to main· 
tain; they cost such an amount for fuel that 
they could not be kept in active service except 
at ruinous expense. Hon. members had probably 
heard of the "Jumna," which had accomplished 
her second journey here; and on her tirst journey, 
he had read in the paper;;, and hlld also heen 
told by one of her engineers, that although she 
was the biggest steamer that had ever reached 
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BriRbane, yet she consumed les;; coal than any in 
the British-India fleet. Those gunboats mig-ht 
be right in construction, but the machinery was 
ancient. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. D:lAMBERT said it was too expensive. 

He believed he could send an engineer on board 
who could point out where the fault lay. In having 
a permanent staff of men for those boctts-not 
officers, who were necessctry, but men-they were 
simply continuing the evil of the British naval 
service. They had no business to engage a per
manent s~aff of men. It meant too m1wh red
tapism, too much imperialism. They ought to 
make their naval service more popular, and 
organise it more in accordance with their demo
cratic institutions-make it more useful and 
more extensive. Let them pay a certain subsidy 
to the steamers plying on the coast, and make it 
a sine que/, non that the staff of men required on 
the gunboats should be exchangeable with those 
steamers, and :ts soon as they were properly 
drilled they should go back to the steamers again. 
The gunboats should be manned by the men 
from those steamers-not all at once, but in 
batches, so that the whole of the sailors in the 
steamers running along their c•>ast would be 
ready drilled, and in time of danger they would 
have an ample supply of well-trained sailors-not 
a mere handful of men who were trained on 
board one ship, and who seemed to have nothing 
else to do but to go ashore and make mischief. 
The country had a right to expect from the com
panies that plied along the coast, and had the 
benefit of their trade, that they should also be 
useful in time of war. They req uirecl defencP, 
nnd should also be used as instruments of defence 
in time of danger. In that way they would have 
not only those two gunboats-those two white 
elephants-but every man on boqrd those 
steamers well trained and used to military com
mand, so that they could meet an enemy if 
one came to their shores-which might happen 
any day. They must not look at that contin
gency from their own narrow point of view. 
'fhey were subject to all the clangers that the 
British Empire was exposed to. Any moment 
that Great Britain was involved in difficulties 
Australia would also be involved. If the vote 
were reduced as proposed by the amendment of 
the hon. leader of the Opposition, it would be 
tantamount to clestroyiTig the whole thing, and 
he should not vote for it. He would sooner vote 
for the rejection of the whole sum than for the 
proposed amendment, which would make the 
force wholly useless. If those boats were not 
proper ones, let them get suitable ones, and have 
value for their money, and not stultify the 
whole concern. The hon. member for Towns
ville had found fault with the Premier for 
showing temper. \Veil, he (Mr. Isambert) 
had discovered a certain trait in the Premier 
too, and that was that, instead of display
ing temper, he was only surprised that he 
could stand the large amount of petty nagging 
that hon. members indulged in. He had often 
wondered how he showed so much patience as he 
always did; that was what surprised him. He 
hoped hon. members would look at the matter 
from a common-sense point of view, and not in 
such a flippant narrow-minded way. 

Mr. ANNKAR said they had been discus
sing, since he had been in the Committee that; 
evening, the gunboat "Gayunclah," as if that 
were the only portion of their navy; but they had 
a great many other ships in their navy far more 
useless than the "Gayundah." He wiBhed to ask 
the Premier on whose recommendation the five 
barges, which were being constructed for the 
Harbours and Rivers Department, were altered 
from barges into composite boats to carry a gun? 

The PREMIER said he could not say at that 
moment on whose advice it was. Did the hon. 
gentleman mean, who supplied the designs? 

Mr. ANNEAE said he wished to know on 
whose recommendation they were altered from 
their first design to their present design? 

The PREC.IIER said that he had made a 
recommendation, and was advised by Captain 
\V rig-ht, and by the Admiral when here, and also 
by Major-General Steward. He had never heard 
anybody dispute before that the course adopted 
was the proper one. Those vessels would be 
most formidable for purposes of defence in time 
of invasion. If the hon. gentleman had read 
what had happened in the way of defending 
coasts by gun-barges he would see that those 
were practically most formidable ships. In 
Victoria a great deal of money had been spent in 
that way. 

.Mr. AN NEAR said they might be very formid
able in time of war, but he was going- to show 
the Committee that they were very expensive in 
time of peace. \Vhoever was responsible for the 
altemtion of those barges from the original 
design was unworthy, in his opinion, to be nan1ed 
with engineers, or with any man in the colony 
who knew anything of naval warfare. \Vhen 
those barges were first contracted for, the tender 
was accepted of the firm who had made the 
other barges in the colony, at a certain rate of 
speed on a certain consumption of coal, and 
which had proved to be effective, and in every 
way in accordance with their contract ; and he 
wrts "me that if those five barg·es, which were 
being constructed at a cost of something like 
£SO, 000, had been left in the hands of the Chief 
J£ngineer of the Harbours and Rivers Depart
ment, they would have been as effective as the 
first barges that were constructed in the colony. 

The PREMIEE: What is wrong with them? 
Mr. ANNEA.R said he would tell the hon. 

gentleman what was wrong. He had not intruded 
much in that Committee, but he should do so 
now. He thought when they saw retrenchment 
taking place, and the whole colony almost come 
to a standstill because there was a fear abroad 
that the revenue had not been coming in as it 
ohoulcl be, they shonkl not incur any extra ex
pen;;e. Those barges were altered, and what was 
the re,ult? Under the fir-et specification they were 
to have a speed of ten knots on a consumption 
of three and a-half tons of coal a day; but, 
since they had been altered, and had guns placed 
upon them, they would only steam six knots on a 
consumption of seven tons of coal per clay. Now, on 
an average, at the very least they ought to do four 
trips a day in attemlimr the dredg-es, and the 
alteration had made a difference of lcl. per cubic 
yard i12 excess of the m·i,inal desig-n. At four trips 
a day th,tt amountecl to £516s. Sd. per day for each 
barge, or £20 per week of five days each, making 
nearly £1 ,GOO a year incre_,se each. The cost of 
thealtemtion was £17,000. He thought the people 
of the colony should know about that piece of 
extravagance. In his opinion the person who 
made the recommendation to the Government 
knew very little about it. In the first place, the 
barg-es had twJ boilers each, w~ich could be fired 
hy one rnan, and only one engineer waR needed. 
Now, each barge had four boilers, in order that 
they might all be below the water line, and it 
took three firemen and two engineers to work 
them. He ventured to say that in the summer
time the men would not be able to fire them at 
all, because there were eight fires and only five 
feet space between them, from the face of one 
boiler to the face of the other. 

The CHAIRMAN : I must call the hon. 
member's attention to the fact that he is not 
dealing with the subject before the Committee, 
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Mr. ANNEAR said he was informed that 
the whole vote for the Marine Force was under 
discussion. If he were wrong he would sub
mit to the Chairman's ruling. The looking 
after of the guns on those barges came within 
the vote_ He had referred to this question when 
before his constituents, and believed that a 
great injustice had been done to the taxpayers 
by the alterations to those barges. They were 
made for taking the silt out of their rivers so 
that ships might come np; ana spending money 
over them in the way he had stated was a 
perfect farce, and it was very nearly time it 
came to an end. So far as the "Gayundah" 
and the other gunboat were concerned, there was 
something to be said in their favour, as they were 
serviceable for naval defence. But what was 
the use of those barges? Two of his constituents 
were very nearly killed on board one of them at 
the review at Lytton, through the inefficiency of 
the guns_ The officers, especially in connection 
with the naval defences, were very inefficient as 
regards construction. In regard to those barges 
he knew, and defied contradiction, that they cost 
the people of the colony an extra £1,500 a year 
each. 

The PREMIER said the hon. member must 
have exaggerated the figures a good deal, or 
rather his informant had. Of course, they could 
not have a fighting ve,sel with its boilers exposed 
to shoo. It was no use doing that. As a 
matter of fact they would now be very efficient 
fighting vessels indeed; but he could not under
stand why the speed should have been reduced. 
There must have been some mistake about 
that. They were designed by the .Engineer 
for Harbours and Rivers, and the alterations 
were designed by him also, and he would be 
very much surprised if that gentleman's calcula
tions were so far out and the speed reduced as 
was stated. The inf0rmation given by the hon. 
member for 1\-Iaryborough as to their cost was 
quite new to him, and he thought the hon. mem
ber must be mistaken. They must not forget 
that Maryborough and Rockhampton were 
places which had called out for some means of 
defence, and they wanted companies of the 
naval brigade. "\Yhat was the use of them 
without those vessels ? 'rhey could not fight 
swimming. They must have some kind of float
ing gun-carriage, and they could not build special 
men-of-war for those ports_ To utilise the 
vessels employed in the harbour seemed a most 
economical way, and he was surprised if they 
had cost so much as the hon. gentleman said. 

Mr. FOXTON" said he could confirm what the 
hon. member had s"id in some measure. 

Mr. STRVENSON: "\Vhat hon. member are 
you referring to? 

Mr. l<'OXTON : Mind your own business. 
He was not speaking from his own personal 
knowledge, but from information he had 
received from a thoroughly relittble source. He 
believed that the speed of those vessels had been 
very consideralJly reduced in consequence of the 
method of construction of the boilers. "\Vhy it 
should be so he clid not know. He was informed 
of it just before the last encampment. During 
the encampment there was a naval review or 
sham-fight in which the "Gayundah" and two 
or more of those vessels t0ok part, and it must 
have been patent to everyone who watched 
the manmuvres that the "GayundtLh" could 
steam something like three knots to their one. 
They came up by Luggage Point pretty well 
together; but by the time they had arrived 
off the Lytton fort there W[tS a considerable 
distance between them. He was also in
formed that it would be almost impossible, 
except at very great personal inconvenience 

and hardship, for the engineers and firemen to 
work those vessels in the summer-time. Unlike 
the h<m. member for Maryborough, he did not 
attach any particular blame to anybody in the 
matter, because he considered that the arming of 
those barges was an excellent plan, even if it had 
cost a little mor.ey. Still he thought it was as 
well that any defects that might have been 
discovered should be rectified. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he was sure the 
Premier must feel obliged to the hon. member 
for the information he had just given, because 
nobody knew what he was talking about. He 
did not even say what member he referred to 
when speaking of an hon. member. He said he 
had been informed of certain things, but nobody 
knew w!Jere he got his information, or whether it 
was reliable. When he was asked what hon. 
member he referred to, he replied, "Mind your 
own business." If he did not let hon. members 
know what he was talking about, how were they 
to rely on the information he gave? 

Mr. FOXTON said he was not in any way 
responsible for the lack of brains the hon. mem
ber might be labouring under or for his density. 
"\Vhen he wished to tell the hon. member for 
Normanby who his informant was he would tell 
him, but not till then; and any impertinent 
interjections made by the hon. member in the 
meantime would be treated by him with con
tempt. 

Mr. STEVENSON said they could therefore 
take the hon. member's speech to mean simply 
nothing, and treat it with contempt. 

Mr. MURPHY said it was a pity that hon. 
members could not keep their tempers and reply 
to one another with equanimity. He thought the 
hon. member for Carnarvon had made one of the 
most ungentlemanly remarks he had ever heard 
used in that Chamber, and he thought the hon. 
member ought to have been called to order by 
the Chairman. 

Mr. FOX TON: Which remark? 

Mr. MUllPHY : The remark made to the 
hon. member for Normanby. It was a pity that 
hon. members could not discuss such a grave 
question without losing their tempers. The 
question interjected by the hon. member for 
Norm<1nby was a very reasonable one, because he, 
for one, did not know whether the hon. member 
was referring to the Premier or to the hon. mem
ber for JYiaryborough, and he was not astonished 
at the hon. member for Normanby taking up the 
matter so warmly. He was going to support the 
Government in regard to the vote as he did with 
regard to the land force, and he considered the 
marine force of much more importance to the 
colony than even the land force, because it was 
the first line of defence. It was no argument to 
say that because the administration was bad, 
and the ship had been kept in the river when she 
should have been at sea, therefore the vote 
;;hould be reduced. That did not show that the 
system was bad, but that the administration 
was bad, and he did not see why the 
force should be wiped out simply be
cause it was lxvlly administered. He hoped 
that the narrow majority with which the Gov
ernment carried the vote for the land force 
would show them that it was absolutely essential 
to inquire into the administration of the forces, 
and that it must nut be allowed to be slummed 
over by the officers in charge. So long as the 
colony \\as connected with the British Empire, 
so long would it be necessary to provide 
means of defence. It was idle to buy ships 
and then lay them up in ordinary, because 
they would rob when laid up in ordinary 
faster than when engaged in active service, 
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It was well known that the boilers of men-of
war, after being laid up in ordinary, were found 
to be most defective, and that they would not 
even go through the strain of a naval review 
without some of the machinery breaking down. 
If the "Gayundah" were laid up for twelve 
months, and there were a war scare at the end 
of that time, it would be found on taking the 
vessel out that her boilers were out of order, 
and her guns would go off at the wrong end. 
And if the men who manned the boats were 
got rid of now they could not be collected 
again when they were wanted. As he said on a 
previous occasion, they would then bP in the 
position of the Victorian Government after 
dismissing their permanent force-they would 
have given anything to get the men back again 
when the scare came, but the men would not go 
back because the Government had broken faith 
with them, and might do so again. If there 
was anything wrong about the gentlema.n com
manding the " Gayundah," he hoped the Pt·emier 
would have no mercy on him; if he had made 
a mistake, or had not been doing- his duty, 
he hoped the Premier would show him no favour, 
but get rid of him at once. It would be a bad 
precedent, however, to get rid of the capable men 
now, because they could not he got back when 
they were wanted; besides, England was bound 
to be involved in war, sooner or later, and 
Queensland, as part of the Empire, was bound to 
bear its part of the burden. 

Mr. ADAMS said he quite agreed with the 
hon. member who last spoke that there had been 
maladministration; and if the administration 
had been such that the vessel had been laid up 
for three or four months, how did the Committee 
know that she was not going to remain there 
three or four months longer? He should vote 
for the amendment. 

Question-That £6,594 only be granted-put, 
and the Committee divided :-

AYEs, 12. 
~Messrs. Black, Stcvenson, Jlforehond, ~\.danu;;, Jlhilp, 
Pattison, 1\facrossan, Norton, Ferguson, Donaldson, 
Lalor, and Thorn. 

NOES, 21. 
1 'Sir S. 1\'. Griffith, l\Ies~rs. Rutlcdgc, .Jordan, Dntton, 
Moreton, Bailey, \Y. l~rookcs, 13uckland, IsamlJcrt, 
\Vhite, Bulcock, 1:rakefield, 3.1ellor, Dicl\:son. Sherichm, 
S. \V. Brooks, J\:1c):Iaster, Annear, GrinlCS, Ji1oxton, ancl 
Murphy. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

Pairs :-For the amendment: ~lessrs. ,Jessop 
and Nelson. Against: Messrs. Allan andMorgan. 

Question-That £12,541 be granted-put. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not rise to 

move any further amendment on the Yote. 
Both he and other hon. m cm hers on his side 
had refrained from pressing a quc,tion with 
regard to remarks which ht'ld fallen from the Pre
mier in connection, as they assumed, with the com
mander of the "Gayund<>h"-they had purposely 
avr,ided pressing the question before the divi,ion 
was settled, in order that it mig·ht not prejndice 
the case of that gentleman in the eyes of anv 
member of the Committee. Kow, he thout;ht it 
should be divulged to the Committee what bad 
been the cause of the long' detention of that 
vessel. It must be something 'ery serious, and 
he thought the sooner the explanation was made 
the better, both for the Committee and the 
gentleman over whom that charge seemed to 
hang. 

The PREMIER said he would give the 
Committee the information. About two months 
ago various statements were made as to the 
manner in which the funds of that branch of the 
Defence Force were expended, and he arranged 

with his colleague the Treasurer for a full 
investigation into the accounts of that depart
ment. It took the Audit Officcmorethan a month 
to make up the accnuntq, and he did not get the 
report until the Hith of this month. The result 
was tlmt he gave Captain \V right an opportunity 
for an explanation, and req nired that certain 
amounts which, as he considered, had been paid 
improperly, should be repaid to the Treasury. 
That was what had happened since he had been 
here. 'l'he nutter came under his notice very 
shortly after he arrived, but he did not get the 
report till lately. It was a very voluminous docu
ment, aud he had not had time to read it all him
SP!f yet. So far as certain amounts which ought to 
be repaid were concerned, they were dealt with 
the day he got the report. 

Mr. BLACK sttid he had not occupied the 
time of the Committee at all that evening, but 
before the final question was put he would like to 
make a few remarks upon the general position 
the Governrr1ent had been taking up in connec
tion with the l~stimate,. It had been pretty well 
admitted by the Committee, and he certainly 
thought the opinion was endorsed by the country 
outside, that the necessity for retrenchment 
had never been more pressing than it was at the 
present time. They knew perfectly well that if 
the E-;timat"s were ca.rried out on the scale laid 
on the table by the Govrrnment, and assuming· 
that the expenditure was only what the Govern
ment anticipated, there would be a deficiency of 
between £00,000 m1d £70,000, and they on that 
•ide thought~~he at any rate thought-that they 
were justified, without in any way hampering the 
proper administration of the different depart
ments, in endeavouring to n1ake some reason~ 
able reductions. Now, they had had the Defence 
Force under discussion for two nights, and 
that night they had had the Naval Defence 
under discussion, and on both occasions they 
had endeavoured, not at all for the purpose 
of embarrassing the Government, to get smne 
reduction in those very large items, amounting 
together to something like £50,000. The Gov
ernment, however, had thought fit to take up a 
]Josition which he did not think had ever been 
taken up before. 'When any attempt was made by 
the Opposition to reduce a vote on the Estimates, 
the Premier at once declared that he would accept 
it as a challenge of his competency to carry on the 
government of the country, and, in that way, he 
endeaY<mred to carry his Estimates by making 
it really a party question. It was tantamount 
to saying, " If the Committee will not grant this 
vote as proposed by me--and I consider I know 
better than anyone el0e-we shall resign." It 
was not at all fair to th<>t Committee and was not 
fah· to the country. \Vhat was the use of coming 
there night after night to criticise the Estimates 
when thev were told that no reductions would 
he allowed? The Premier said that evening that 
he felt actually humiliated because he had been 
criticised. 

The PRE:\IIER : No. 
l\Ir. BLACK: Ye<. The hon. gentleman said 

that he felt humiliated at the idea of members 
on the opposite side of the Committee dnring to 
criticise what he had carefully studied, and what 
he considered would be for the welfare of the 
country. 

The PRE:\IIER: I said nothing of the kind. 
:Mr. BLACK: The hon. gentleman did say so. 
The PREMIER : I used the word "humili-

ated." 
Mr. BLACK: At being criticised by the Com

mittee. 'There was no doubt the hon. gentleman 
had a certain amount of abilitv of a certain 
sort, but when they considered that the inten
tions of the hon. gentleman, as expressed during 
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the last three or four years, had really never 
been reaiised, he thought they had just 
cause to consider very carefully anything fresh 
that he might propose to the Committee. He 
(i.VIr. Black) wished to point out that they were 
not to reduce any items in those Estimates, and 
any proposal to reduce them was to be made 
a party question. They must adopt one of two 
courses, either pitss them in r;lobo, or do what 
would be more objectionable-namely, re,sort to 
stonewalling. He would like the Premier to 
give some explanation as to the spirit in which 
he wished the Estimfttes to be discussed in the 
future. He, for his part, declined to waste his 
time and the time of the country lmnecessarily, 
in discussing items cftpable of reduction, when 
the Premier made the proposals to reduce them 
party questions, ftnd told them they were either 
to accept the items, as they were, or turn out the 
Government. He considered it was takine· a 
very unfair adv:1ntage of the Committee for 'the 
Premier to have wasted the last three nights by 
inciting a discussion, and then to take the stand 
that he had taken that evening. 

The PRIDJYIIJ:U~ said it was rather too much 
to accuse him of Wftsting time the last three 
nights. The remarks 0f the hon. gentleman 
reminded him of the old story about the wolf 
and the lamb. The hon. gentleman misunder
stood, or affected to misunclerst:1nd, the position 
the Government had taken up with respect to 
the Estimates. He (the Premier) hoped that 
they would have the various items discussed, and 
reduced, if it could be shown that reduction was 
necessary. But an attack could be made on the 
Government on the Estimates as well :1s in any
other way. lVIembers came forward and made' a 
proposal with the view of throwing a department 
into confusion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: \Ve never said so. 
The PltEi.VIIER said if they made such a 

reduction ftS had been proposed it would have 
that effect if the Government understood their 
business. He hoped he would never be in the 
position of a Government he had seen in a 
neip-hbouring colony, where they allowed a com
mittee to sit outside, frame new estimates, and 
then come in and carry the reductions. He 
would never be a member of a Government that 
did that. The Government were, of course, the 
servants of the House, but they were bound, to a 
certain extent, to lead the House. It was a 
degrading position for any Government to he in, 
to be bound to carry on the government of the 
country where a majority of the House dictated 
the conditions on which they were to conduct 
the business. \Vhen a Government found them· 
selves in such ft position that the House, 
or :1ny party in the House, sftid they must 
carry on the government of an important 
de]Jartment on conditions which they conceived 
to be impossible, they were bound in honour to 
say so. That was the only reasonalJle and 
honourable position any :Ministry could take up. 
He entirely deprecated making those things 
party questions unless it w:1s absolutely neces
s:try. The hon. member asked what course the 
Government intended to pursue with regard to 
the rest of the Estimates. He (the Premier) 
hoped that every item would be discussed 
on its n1erit~. But if the hon. gentlenwn 
proposed to omit all the Customs vote, for in
stftnce, and could carry the motion, they would 
let him carry on the· government. He dared 
~ay that there were some minor items on which 
reductions might be made, but those could be 
dealt with when they came to them. He had 
not in the slightest degree taken up any position 
that would not be taken up by any gentlem:'ln 
who understood his position and was jealous of 
his honour. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN s~tid the hon. 
gentleman had stated that he would never be a 
member of a Government like that in a neigh
bouring colony, which allowed ft committee to 
frame new estimates; but the position the hon., 
gentleman had placed his supporters in wfts far 
more degrading, because in making those party 
questions he actually made the gentlemen who 
supported him vote against their consciences. 

Hm!OURARLE l'lfE~IRERS on the Government 
Benches: Name, name! 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN: We know it. 

The PREMIER : I think a great many on 
the other side vote against their consciences on 
party questions. 

The HoN. J. !YI. MACROSSAN said when 
members on his side of the Committee did not 
agree with what was done by the Opposition, 
they went over to the other side. The Premier 
had referred to the "Gayundah." He (Mr. 
ilfacrossan) wanted to know when thftt vessel 
was going to sea? \V as she to remain in the 
Garden Reach until something was cleared up 
respecting the commander's chftmcter? There 
should be some other officer on board capable of 
taking the "Gayundah" out to sea, to allow the 
naval brigade to have that training they were 
entitled to get. He believed there were other 
gentlemen in the service besides Comm<>nder 
\V right who could do that; but if there were 
not, they could easily be obtained in the other 
colonies. The amount that they were asked to 
vote for the lm1d and marine forces was the 
same as that granted htst year, and the estimates 
for la~t year were exceeded by £4,650. 

The PREMIER: No, they were not. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN sitid they 
were, and it was shown by the report of the 
Auditor-General. If hon. members would look 
at the "Abstmct of Orders in Council, ftuthoris
ing expenditure on account of the financial year 
188G-7 in anticipation of legislative sanction," 
under the head of " Consolidated Revenue" they 
would find that the amount for the Defence 
Force was £4,150, and that for the lVIarine Force 
£500, which made £4, Gi50. 

The PRI•~MIER said he had stated several 
times already that there was a saving in other 
branches of the service which would more than 
cover the amount to which the hon. member 
referred·. He could give the savings, but the hon. 
member had gone away and apparently did not 
want to know them. 

Mr. :'\IOHEHEAD said the hrm. gentleman 
took a high ftnrl dignified view of his position 
as regarded the duty of the Government with 
respect to the Estimates. ])id he take the same 
dignified position with regard to his financial 
policy? It was only a few weel<s ago that he 
c:tst his financial policy to the four winds of 
heaven, and he had since held office, as he 
admitted, :et the wish of his supporters. Was 
that a dignified position for the head of the 
Govennnent to occupy? 

Mr. W. BllOOKES said it was' rather late 
in the evening for them to be bandying those 
recriminatory remarks. He thought they 
might as well go hcnnc. But he would just 
say "' word or two in reply to the hem. 
member for Townsville. The hon. ntember 
stated that the position occupied by the 
supporters of the Government was degrading. 
Now, he would like to know what the hon. gentle· 
man meant by that. They did not feel at all 
degraded by supporting the Government. Ta,ke 
his own cftse ftS an illustration. He did not know 
whether it would be the same as the case of other 
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hon. members on that side, but he spoke fm· him
self- himself only-with reference to those two 
votes for the land and sea forces. He really 
should have very much wished to have had a 
reduction on them both, and he was prepared to 
hear from the leader of the Opposition some good 
solid, substantial reasons, which might have 
induced him to vote for the recluction. But to 
his astonishment he found that, although he 
knew nothing whatever either of naval or military 
matter.~, yet he knew quite as much as the leader 
of the Opposition. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : What did you say your 
opinion was outside the House? 

Mr. \V. BROUKES said the speeches of the 
leader of the Opposition had been singularly 
devoid of any point that could take hold of a 
man of common sense. He had not used a single 
substantial argument, and a great many of his 
remarks had been of an extremely flippant and 
frivolous character. If the Preinier was too 
dignified, the leader of the Opposition was too 
much the other thing. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : And what position do 
you occupy? 

Mr. W. BROOKESsaid, with reference to what 
had fallen from the hon. member for Mackav, 
he might say that they were only at the very 
beginning of the Estimates. They had on that 
side voted for the Defence estimate, supported 
by good, solid reasons, set out by the Premier, 
that if they did not vote as they had done the 
efficiency of both land and sea forces wPulcl have 
been so impaired as to render them valueless, and 
still they would have been hampered with a very 
considerable expense. 

Mr. NORTON: \Ve know all abont that. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said some people knew 
too much. 

:Mr. P ATTISON: You are one of them. 

Mr. \V. BHOOKES said some people knew a 
great deal less than they thought they knew. 
1'< ow, why should the Premier be accuse cl of 
making every discussion on the Estimates a 
party question? The hon. gentleman had clone 
nothing of the kind. 

Mr. STEVENSON: He has admitted he 
has. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said, what the Premier 
had stated had been sim;Jly this: that. if the 
Committee reduced the vote for the Permanent 
Defence Force, the Volunteer Force, or for the 
Marine Force, it would be impossible for the 
Government to carry on those departments, and 
he had gone so far as t0 say that if the Opposition 
side of the Committee pursued that policy, the 
Opposition side oft he Committee had better under
take the affairs of government altogether. He 
could endorse the remark made by the Premier
he was of that opinion too; but still he was quite 
sure of this-that when the colony found such a 
gentleman as the hon. leader of the Opposition 
at the head of affairs it would very soon want a 
change. 

Mr. PATTISON: Try it. 

Mr. NOR TON : You cannot do worse than 
you have done. 

Mr. \V. BROOKES said he had no objection 
to the Opposition trying their hand at it ; but 
they would take the opinion of the colony. 

Mr. 1\IOREHEAD: You take the opinion 
of Brisbane. 

Mr. \V. BRUOKES said, of course, he was not 
a [Jrophet. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: You tried it once. 

Mr. \V. BROOKES said he was always wil
ling to take the opinion of Brisbane, or any other 
place. 

Mr. STEVENSON: You like Brisbane very 
much. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said he did not like the 
kind of talk they had had. It interrupted 
business, prevented the easy passage of business, 
and detracted considerably from the dignity 
which ought to characterise the debates of Parlia
ment. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : You are dignified. 
Mr. DICKSON said, before the debate closed 

he wished to say a word or two. Throug·bout the 
debate there had been an impression created by 
the Premier which he desired to clear up. The 
hon. gentleman had expressed the opinion that 
the opposition to the vote was in consequence of 
the '' Gayundah" having been allowed to lie idle 
during his absence from the colony in England. 

The PREMIER : I said during the last three 
months. 

Mr. DICKSON said he would give the 
Premier an opportunity of relieving him of that 
impres-;ion, but his remarks did convey the idea 
that in consequence of negligent supervision, 
caused by his absence from the colony during the 
first six months of the year, the vessel was 
detained here. The fact was that during the 
early part of the year she was detained by stress 
of weather, and hon. members would remember 
the floucls that took place ; and afterwards, on 
account of Lieutenant Hesketh's affair, he 
having been arrested and awaiting a competent 
tribunal to hold an inquiry. Immediately he 
was tried the "Gayundah" went to Towns
ville and exercised the naval brigade, then 
returned to Brisbane, subsequently called at 
Maryborough to bring the naval brigade down to 
the encampment at Lytton. So that it would 
be seen that the vessel was not entirely idle 
dnring the first six months of the year. He felt 
that the odium attaching to the non-employment 
of the boat had been cast upon him, and he 
should be glad to have that impression cleared 
up. 

The PREMIER said such a thing had not 
occurred to his mind, and he was sorry to have 
conveyed that impression. He did not intend to 
convey any such impression, because he had no 
such impression. He said that the reason some 
hon. members gave for wishing to reduce the 
vote was, that the "Gayundah" had been lying 
idle for the last three months. He said she hrtd 
been north once in the last. six months, but he 
did not know whether she had been more than 
once. 

Question-That the sum of £12,541 be granted 
for the Marine Force-put and passed. 

On the motion of the PRE1IIEH, the CRAm
MAN left the chair, rPportecl progres.'l, and 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

MESSAGE l'IWl\1 'fHE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, intimating 
that leave of absence had been granted to the 
Hon. J. S. Turner to attend and give evidence 
before the select committee appointed to inquire 
into the Lady Bowen Lying-in Hospital Land 
Sale Bill-if he thought fit. 

ADJOURN:\IENT. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 

that this House do now adjourn. It is proposed to 
put Supply at the head of the paper to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at two minutes to 11 
o clock. 




