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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thu;·sday, 22 September, 1887. 

Question.-:Jfotion for Adjournment-" Courier" ].1:isN 
reporting.-Quccnsland ~'isheries Bill--third reading. 
-Prosecution of :Mr. Greetham-resumption Of 
debnte.-Suprerne Court Judge at Townsville-re
sumption of debate.-1\:Iessage from the Legislative 
Council-Valuation Bill.-The "Om·ea" Inquiry.
Railways in the "\Vide Bay and Burnctt Districts.
Auriferous Sulphide Ores.-Refreshrnent Rooms 
Committee.-Printing Committee.-The Immigra~ 

tion Act Amendment Bill of 1887 -committee.
Surrply-resumption of committee.-rrhe Rabbit 
Question.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
1\Ir. SHERIDAN (for Mr. Ann ear) asked the 

Minister for \Vorks-
1. Did the Vernon Coal and Hailway Company deposit 

with the Government the sum of two thousand pounds 
(£2,000)? 

2. If so, at what date should they commence opera· 
tions to prevent the deposit from being forfeited? 

The MINISTER I!'OR WORKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dntton) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. No date is fixed by the Act to begin operations. 

The forfei tnrc of the deposit can only ensue if the 
works nrc not completed by the 2:Jrd December, 1887. 

MOTIO"" FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
" CocRIER" :MrsrmPOHTING. 

Mr. KELLETT said: Mr. Speaker,-I want 
to make a personal explanation, and I shall con
clude with the usual motion. I think it is ad vis
able to draw attention "gain to a very short 
paragraph in the Cou1·ic1' newspaper, the so
called leading newspaper of the colony, which I 
think should rather be called the misleading 
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newspaper. I called attention the other day 
to the. fact that the Courier made me say 
somethmg the very opposite of what I did say, 
:tnd they did not even print my explanation. I 
found on reading Han:~·.~o·(l aftn·wards that it 
made the proper statement, but the Conda 
did not acknowlerlge tlmt it had done anything 
wrong. This is a yery sn1ftll n1atter contained 
in three lines, but, as I said the other clay, the 
Cmwie1· can put more falsehood into three lines 
than any other p:<per can put in a foot. The 
statement is oimply this:--

"!IIr. KELLETT disttY:l'ced "·ith :\Ir. :Jiorcheacl, and de
precated the remm·ks of the judge in reference to the 
lct.ter he had ·written. {Oh~)" 

\Vel!, that is simply absurd. I h1tve been asked 
by a !'(ood many people the meaning of that pam
graph. I mtty son1etitne13 rr1ake 1nistak~Cs, but 
I do not think I could have made such a verv 
stupid mistake as th<tt. Y estercbJ evening I 
got a slip from J:fan.sanl m1d find myself repotted 
as follows :-

" 'rhe .in~lge's remnrks showed me. '"hen I read them, 
that tllc mau wa:,:; evidentlY oJI llis head. 1\o :5~mc man 
would use such rema,rk-:;." ~ 

I did not say that the judge wrote any letter. 
This shows that the Cot,·iv makes deliberate 
misstatements. I do not say the<t it is the 
1nanaging proprietor who deiiberately n1akes 
the mic•"ta.tements, but evidently he has soma
one in the gallery to do it for him-or eh;e he has 
very incompetent reporters. I make these remarks 
to show people outside that it is advisable to 
take Hansanl if they want reliable reports of 
what goes on in this House, for certainly they 
do not get them in the Courier; and the ?'6swne in 
the same paper also cays that ::\Ir. Kellett did 
not seem to understand what he was talking 
about. Certainly the outside public canm,t get 
reliable infurmation from this most misleading 
paper, and whether it is the mana;ing proprietor 
who is at the bottom of it or whether it is the 
incompetent persons whom he has got in the 
gallery it is not my business to say. 

Mr. MELLOR said: Mr. Speaker,-! do not 
wish to be an advocate for the Cow•ie1· new8paper, 
but I think the hon. gentleman rlid make woe of 
the statement of which he complains. I certainly 
understood him to do so. It was a misquotation 
on his part, but I think he really ,,aiel what he 
is reported to have s<>id. It was not what he 
intended to say, but I think he was excited at the 
time. As I have Sllid, I do not wish to "PJlear 
as an advocate of the Courier, but I think at the 
same time justice should be done to that paper. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said: 1\Tr. Speaker,-I was 
listening very attentively to the hon. member for 
Stanley when he was speaking, and I am SLJre 
the Cou1·ie1' newspaper has reporteLl him correctly. 
I was very much surprised to hear him make the 
remark he did, but I knew it Wlls a mistake on 
his part, and I was very pleased to see that 
Hansanl corrected it. 

Mr. BAILEY said: Mr. Speaker,-\Ve are 
evidently getting into a little bit of a fog, and it 
would appear now th<tt, instead of the Cmwier 
making the mistake, it was made in the Hansa1·d 
report. \V e mnst recognise the fact that it is 
a very dif!icult thing for the reporters to boil 
down a report of a speech which occupies five or 
ten minutes in delivery into three lines. Unless 
the reporters are "in touch" with the speaker, 
it is always a difficult tc,,sk to give a condensed 
report. So far as I know, they are not subject 
to outside influences, and generally report 
fairly and as well as they can. If they 
can follow what a member intPnds to say, 
they generally report pretty nearly what he 
says. From my own experience I know that 
to boil speeches down is a very difficult 
task indeed, though I was never accused of 
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misreporting in any way. Unless you feel with 
the speaker and go with him in what he say& or 
intends to say, it is impossible to repol't exactly 
what he Sttys. \Vhether it is advisable that 
thHe boiled-down reports should be issued to the 
public as verbntim reports is another question 
altogether, and I admit there are difficulties in 
connection with that subject. I think a member 
reported verbatim is much better reported than a 
member reported in shorthand, cut-down short· 
hnnd again. I remember one case in which a 
member of this House who stammered and 
stuttered was reported verbntim, nnd he quickly 
bought up all the copies and got them out of 
sight. It sometimes happens in this House that 
the best speaker and the most intelligent member 
m:cy, by hesitation and repetition, get so mixed in 
his speech that if he was reported exactly verbatim 
it would be ,-cry difficult to understand him. My 
sympnthie' nre with the reporters, nnd less with 
the speakers, for I am sure we give them a great 
trial Bometimes to report ns as we speak. 

Mr. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
hon. members are getting a little too sensitive 
and too apprehensive of what appears in the 
papers. This difficulty, too, has been brought 
about in consequence of the hon. member for 
:;\Iaryborongh, -Mr. Annear, being so very sensi
tive about what took pbce in the Supreme 
Court. The remarks were of no consequence 
whatever to the public at large, and certainly do 
not affect the hon. gentleman's position in this 
House in the least. The hon. member for 
Stanley seems to think the country generally 
takes an interest in this matter. 

Mr. KELLETT : I nevgr said so. 

Mr. BLACK : I do not think the country 
generally cares whether the reports in the Co1LrieJ' 
are correct or not. Hon. members are too fond 
of talkinr to their constituents and the country. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Who more than 
yourself? 

Mr. BLACK : I suppose as we are approach 
ing a general election iit is necessary the hon. 
member for i:ltanley should set himself especially 
right with hi~ constituents, but I am snre 
nothing that has appeared in the CoU1·ie1· has 
in any way altered the very high opinion this 
Honse has of that hon. member. The hon. 
member need not be so sensitive about what he 
is alleged by the C'ourie1· to haYe said. There 
seems to be a difference of opinion on the subject. 
He says he did not say what the Cmwie1' reports 
him to have said, and two hon. members 
on his own side declare that he did say 
it. These are, after all, very trifling matters 
compared with the important affairs which 
necessitate our coming down here. We all get 
hard rubs from the newspapers at times, and 
it entirely depends upon which side of the House 
we are sitting, or which of the two leading news
papers in Brisbane give utterance to the remarks 
about us, as to whether we are pleased or not. If 
they praise us we are very much flattered, and if, 

-on the contrary, they take the other side-which 
they nre perfectly entitled to do-we think our
selves tre<tted rather hardly. The best plan is to 
take no notice of any remarks that appear in the 
newspapers unless a gros::;; wrong is done, which 
does not appear to be the case in the pl'esent 
instance. 

Mr. KELLETT, in reply, said: Mr. Speaker, 
--The remarks made by the hon. member for 
1Iackay were a good deal longer than my own, 
though he seems to accuse me of taking up tho 
time of the House unnecessarily. I take no 
notice of what the hon. gentleman says about 
my speaking to my constituents, as I do not 
think they care twopence-halfpenny what the 
Cou,·io· reports me to have said, or whether the 
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judge wrote this letter or not. AB to the remarks 
of the hon. member for Maryborough, I do not 
know whether he takes an interest in this news
paper or not, or whether he is a part proprietor ; 
but he made some very uncillled-for remarks. 
He seems to think that he knows more about 
this matter than the Hconsw·d re]Jorters, and can 
hear better than they can, and is a cleverer man 
than any of them, and that he knows what people 
meant to say and what they said. Did anyone 
ever hear more absurd language than the hon. 
member makes use of? Then there is the hon. 
member for Aubigny, and I do not know 
whether he has got better· ears than other people. 
He says the Hcmscwd people put my remarks 
right, and I say that is a calumny on the Hanscwd 
reporters. I take it they are not paid to put any 
member's speech right ; if they do the sooner 
they are removed from their place the better. The 
hon. member distinctly states that I made use 
of certain remarks, and the Hcmsctnl reporters 
altered them. I say they did not alter them, 
and I have the "proof" showing they have not 
been altered, nor did I alter them myself. \V e 
are paying the Hansard reporters to report our 
speeches fully and fairly, and that, I bRlieve, 
they do ; but the member for Aubigny gets up in 
this House and condernns them for making a 
false report, for that is what the hon. member's 
remarks are tantamount to. I think it is ad vis
able when any paper misstates what a member 
may have said in this House to draw attention to 
it, and I intend to mn,ke it my business whenever 
they misrepresent what is said to draw attention 
to it. Possibly, if attention is called oftener to 
these misstatements, they may get tired of 
making them. This matter is not important, 
but when a debate in which great interest is 
taken occurs we may at last expect a fair report 
of i in the Conrio· newspaper. 

Motion for adjournment put and negatived. 

QUEENSLAND FISHERIES BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, this Bill was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legislative Council for their 
concurrence, by message in the usual form. 

PROSECUTION OF MR. GREETHAM. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being read-
" Resumption of debate on 1\fr. C. Lumley Hill's 

motion, 'rrhat the papers, as laid on the table of the 
House on the 6th September, in the case of the prosecu
tion of Mr. Greetham, be printed,'-which stood ad
journed (under Sessional Order of211th July last) at 7 p.m. 
of Thursday, the 8th instant"-

Mr. MACFARLANE said: Mr. Speaker,
When the debate on this question was adjourned, 
my colleague (Mr. Salkeld) was about to explain 
that I had nothing to do with the matter, though 
my name was brought into it. I m ay say that so far 
as the discussion has gone it has been an unprofit
able one, and has tended to no particular good ; 
but I should very much like the Colonial Secre
tary to have an inquiry into the whole matter. 
So far as the papers are concerned, it will be 
simply nothing, but there are rumours still going 
about which implicate Mr. Greetham, and even 
for his sake a searching inquiry into the facts of 
the case ought to be made, because if half the 
stories in reference to this gentleman are true
and some of them are very revolting-it is time 
he was not only out of Ipswich, but out of 
Queensland. I believe the women of Ipswich 
would be very glad if he were tarred and 
feathered and sent out of the town. In reference 
to the gentleman who moved for the papers, I 
believe this is just such a case as pleases the 
hon. member for Cook, Mr. Hill. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : Why? 

Mr. MACF ARLANE : Cases of this kind 
seem to be quite in kePping with the temperament 
and nature of the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I never brought 
forward a cctse of this kind before. 

Mr. MACFARLANE: I have been told that 
the hon. member for Cook, Mr. Hill, is the son 
of a clergynmn. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Then ycu have been 
told a lie. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE : I was told that only 
yesterday. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Did a newspaper tell 
you? 

Mr. MACF ARLANE : Whether he is the son 
of a clergyman or not, he has a father. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I had one. 
Mr. MACF ARLANE : I was told by a rela

tive that he was the HOn of a clergyman. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: You ought to ascertain 

the truth before you make a charge against any
one. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE : A good many rumours 
have been repeated in this House before. In 
reference to this matter the discussion does not 
tend to throw much enlightenment on the case. 
"\Vhen I spoke on the last occasion I used some 
strong words in reference to the lawyer who 
conducted the case for Greetham. He, like the 
Cow·ie1·, took his information from Greetham, 
and they both fell into the same mistake. Of 
course, I naturally felt aggrieverl at my relativg's 
name being brought into the inquiry when it 
ought not to have been. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: It was your name. 
Mr. MACF ARLANE: My name was never 

brought into the inquiry. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL: It wa.s in the 

Cmo·ie1·. 

Mr. M~\.CF ARLANE: But it was not used 
in the inquiry. Speakirg in reference to the 
htwyer who conducted Greetham's case, I used 
words to this effect : that a person who could 
draw into a case of this kind-a very revolting 
case-a person perfectly innocent, knowing that 
he was innocent, was unworthy of the name not 
only of a lawyer hut of a man. I have since had 
a conversation with that lawyer, and he assures 
me on his honour that he w"'s under the impres
sion that my relative's name was brought in. But 
the name was not brought in at all unless in the 
way I explained to the House when I spoke on a 
former occasion on this subject. The little girl 
said to my relative, who took the depositions 
and signed the warrant, " That was the gentle
man," 1neaning Greetham ; and the nurse, over
hearing her, said, "You must be Inistaken; that 
is Mr. JYiacfarlane." So that my relative's name 
was simply accidentally mentioned by the nurse, 
and the lawyer ought to have known that. He 
should not have taken his information entirely 
from Greetham. If he had gone to the nurse 
she could have informed him what was said. 
So far as that is concerned, however, I 
am perfectly satisfied; but I should like 
a ~earching investigation to be made into 
the whole matter. I have no desire whatever to 
injure the lawyer, or say anything that would 
militate against him in any way,-hc is my own 
lawyer-I do all my business through him, and 
shail continue to do so, -but I think I u~ed the 
words fairly under the circumstances. Having 
made this explanation, I will withdraw the 
words I made use of, and conclude by asking the 
Colonial Secretary to be kind enough to inform 
the House, before the debate closes, whether he 
means to have an inquiry into the matter or not, 
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Mr. FOOTE said: Mr. Speaker,-I can hardly 
think that the Colonial Secretary will fail to 
h:;ve an in<[uiry into a case of this sort, with 
reference to which there seems to be so much 
rumour. I htc;e not heard any rumours myself, 
neither am I prepared to support the statement 
of the hon. senior member for Ipswich with 
reference to tho>e rumonrs. On the last occu,sion 
when this matter was brought before the Hon'e 
I was ignorant of tbe person 'vhose na.n1e has 
been brought into it ; but I think it is rather 
unfair to go and attack a man as he has been 
attacked; to me it amounts to persecution. A 
member should not come to this House and make 
statements which he would not dC~re to make 
outside with reference to anybody's character. I 
think a person should be treated respecth1lly 
in this House as well as out of it, especially 
when he is not in the House to defend him
self. Now, within the last forty-eight hours 
that gentleman has called upon me, aud he is 
very desirous of inquiry ; he courts inr1uiry; 
he covets in<[uiry, ccnd he is not afraid of his own 
character in the matter. I did nut say I would 
sav one word in reference to it, because these are 
matters I like to keep out of, but I sincerely 
hope that the Colonial Secretary will grant an 
in<[uiry. .A.-R to talking about a. searching and 
thorough in<[uiry, I presume that all in<[uiries 
conducted by the Government are of that cha
racter, and are intended to bring out the truth, 
and I have no doubt it will be win this case. 
In fact, iE the Colonial Secretary does not give 
way in this matter, I feel sure that if a com· 
mittee is asked for the House will grant it, but I 
trust it will not be necessary to go to that 
extreme. In the face of matters as they now 
stand, when so many people are perplexed about 
the case, and parties consider themselves dis
graced in it, the Colonial Secretary should grant 
an inquiry in order to clear their characters. 

Mr. FOXTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish to 
sa.y a few words with reference to '':'h::Jt has 
fallen from the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. 
l'.Iacfarlane, in conn?ction with the gentleman 
who conducted the defence in this case. I have 
some delicacy in doing so, because although I 
know nothing of the case whatever, probably 
less than a great many hon. members of this 
House, the gentleman in question happens to 
be my partner. I am very glafl th:>t the ho'?-· 
member has withdrawn what I thmk was Ins 
extreme statement made on a former occasion; 
but with regard to what he said as to the lawyer 
in CJ.uestion having taken his information from 
Mr. Greetham only, I would ask the inflnlgence 
of the House while I read a few lines from the 
cross-examination of the vrosecutrix :-

"I remember swearing an infOl'mation in this case 
at the hospital. The sergeant 'vas there and another 
gentleman who signed his name to the paper after I 
had signed it. I said to nurse Oostello as the gentle
man who signed the summons 'valkecl out of the room, 
1 That is the man ,vho did it to me.' rrhis gentleman had 
hair all over his face. Nurse Costcllo said to me: 'l\o, 
Grace, you must be mistaken; that is :Jir. 1\'lacfarlane.' 
It was. before I signed the information in the hospital 
that I heard the n1an's name wa8 Mr. Grcetham." 

Now I ask what else could a lawyer do after 
eliciting that fact in cross-examination than 
con1ment n1ost Rtrongly on it, as being a C?n
tradictory statement made by the prosecntf!x? 
I mention this to show that the fact as state<! by 
the hon. member is not exactly correct. 'rhere 
was a good deal to go upon. 

The COLOXIAL SECHETARY (Hon. B. B. 
Moreton) said: 1\Ir. Speaker,-Since the debate 
on the pror1uction of these papers commenced, 
some remarks have been made about Mr. Greet
ham by the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. M11c
farlane, which place the circumstances somewhat 
differently to my mind. Such comments having 

been made about Mr. Greetham, I think I have 
a right to assist him to prove whether they are 
untrue or not. I shall therefore take the first 
opportunity of communicating with the Attorney 
General on the subject, and shall also do what I 
can to investigat8 the matter as far as the police 
are concerned. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,
The end th11t I aimed at is pretty nearly aehieved. 
Before the Colonial Secretary gave us this in· 
formation I intended to amend my notice so that 
at all events a precis of the papers should be 
printed, in order that hon. members might have 
an opportunity of judging for themselves what 
are the contents of the papers. There is no 
doubt that very disagreeable insinuations have 
been made, both against the hon. member for 
Ipswich, .Mr. 1\Ittcfarlane, and against Mr. 
Greetham. Now, I look upon the hon. gentleman 
in what he said with reference to myself as guilty 
of the most base ingratitude, because I was de
fending his character in the first instance from 
what apveared in the public Press-in the leading 
organ of this colony. 

Mr. MACFARLANE: "Save me from my 
friends!" 

Mr. LU~ILEY HILL: I considered that it 
was due to the hon. member and to this House 
that he should clear himself from any charge in 
relation to this girl. These are the two para
graphs as they appeared in the Courier:-

" Grace J ones was taken to the hospital, where sub
sequently she told several contradictory stories about 
the assault upon her. ::.\'lr.l\facfarlane,J\.'LL.A., visited the 
hospital and she pointed him out to the nurse as her 
assailant." 
The second paragraph is-

'1'\~hy was the only person Grace Jones identified as 
her as~ailant-namely M1·.l\:Iacfarlane-not placed under 
arrest and charged with the offence?" 
Taking those two paragraphs in conjunction, the 
onlv inference any intelligent man could draw is 
that :;.vrr. Macfarlane's position as M.L.A. pro
tected him from being arrested and placed on his 
trial. That is the version given by the leading 
newspaper of the colony. 

Mr. KELLETT : Misleading! 
Mr. LU:;.viLEY HILL: Or "misleading," if 

the hon. member likes. I do not believe it is 
true, and if I were in the hon. member's place I 
should have taken a verv different method of 
procuring a remedy fN this kind of thing. I 
consider that Mr. M acfarlane had a tirst-rate 
action for libel against the proprietors of that 
paper, and he should have taken it. Possibly it 
was very inconvenient for Mr. Macfarlane, for 
several reasons, to go into the witness-box and 
subject himself to a severe cross-examination on 
matters of this kind. 

Mr. MUHPHY: Is that the way you clear 
his character ? 

Mr. LU::\1LEY HILL: So I have been told, 
and it is the only inference I can draw from 
the matter being left in the state it is. Mr. 
Greetham is a man whom I have never seen, and 
with whom I have never had any communication. 
The hon. member tells us that if the women of 
Ipswich were aware of the contents of these 
papers they would tar and feather Mr. Greetham. 
All I can say is that I have read the papers care 
fully, and I cannot 'ee anything in them that 
would in<luce the women of Ipswich to tar and 
feather him. The hon. member, i'IIr. :Vlacfarlane, 
seem-; to be an extremely credulous individual. 
He has been informed that I am the son of a 
clergyman-which is by no means the fact. I am 
not the son of a clergyman, alt),ough, as far as 
that goes, it would not ma~ter a bit in the w?rld 
if I were. The hon. member seems to heheve 
everything he hears. I am glad to find that this 
matter is going to be sifted, I have pretty well 
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attained my object, and it does not matter 
whether these papers are printed or not so 
long as there iR to be an official in vestiga
tion. Thouo;h the case may be reg,uded as 
sub j,dice, I have no heHit::ttion in saying tlutt 
I belieYe the result of the inquiry will Le 
that both Mr. :iYiacfarlanc and ~Ir. Gmetham 
will be exonerated from any charge which may 
have been made against them with respect to 
this girl. As for the subject of the inquiry being 
an indecent one, it is nece:S:-:;a.ry for the 1 Jrotec~ 
tion of individuals that matters of this kind, no 
matter how disgusting they may be, should be 
brought to light and sifted. It may be a very 
unpleasant duty, but it is a necessttry one. 

Mr. CHUBB : A kind of moml scavenging. 
Mr. L UMLEY HTLL : That may be so. 

With the permission of the House I beg to with
draw the motion. 

JI.Iotion, by leave, withdrawn. 

SUPREME COURT JUDGE AT TOWNS
VILLE. 

RESUillPTION m• DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being read-
~< Resumption of debat.c on ~1r. Brown's motion,' That, 

in the opinion of thh; House, the time has arrived for 
the appointment of a judge of the Supr0me Court to 
reside at 'rownsville'-\vhich stood adjourned (under 
Sessional Order of 20th July last) at 7 p.m. of Thur::.day, 
the 13th instant"-

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I have not had the ad vantage of listen
ing to what the speaker.~ on the motion of my 
hon. colleague, the member for Townsville, said 
on the matter, but I think the time has arrived 
when an additional judge is required for the 
North. If we look at the amount of work which 
the present Northern Judge has to do in crimimcl 
matter~, and the additions to his circuit which 
must be made very soon, owing to the discovery 
of the Croydon Gold Field, I think very few hon. 
members will disagree with the motion ; and if 
we resolve to have a Northern judge, it will be 
admitted also that Townsville is the pbce where 
he should be located. There he will be in the 
midst of his work. 

The PRE:Y1IER: I think they ought both to 
be located there. 

The HoN . • T. M. MACROSSAN : It will be 
so much the better if they are, There will be no 
possibility of obtaining a good Northern Bar so 
long as one of the judges resides at Bowen. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 
The HoN . • T. M. MACROSSAN: The only 

chance the North has of obtainini{ cheaper law is 
to have two judges located in the chief towns. 
At present the Supreme Court is constituted of 
a single judge, and it is rather an anomaly to 
appeal from that gentleman to himself. Even 
on that ground it would be much better, and 
would be more conducive to Northern interests 
and to the administration of justice in the Nnrth, 
that we should have an additional judge; and I 
am quite certain, as I said before, that he ought 
to reside at Townsville, where local matters could 
be brought before him, in Chambers especially. 
There is no necessity for a long discussion on this 
matter. I understand the Premier said he would 
like to hear the opinions of Northern members 
upon it. 

The PRK\HER: Hear, hear! 
The HoN. J. M. ::'IIACROSSAN : I am told 

he said so, and that he ad verted to the selection 
of the district in which the judge should reside. 
At the time the Bill was pas>o<ed, giving a judge 
of the Supreme Court to the 1\orth, I was a 
member 0f the House. I do not know whether 
the Premier is aware of the reason why Bowen 
was selected as the place of the judge's location. 

The reason was this : One of the Northern 
members told the others that he had discovered 
that there was an attem1Jt about to he made, 
with the consent of the (~overnment, to 
locate the K orthern judge at Rockhampton. 
Sdoner than ha1·e any difference of opinion 
rLlnong;;;t the N ortlwrn men1bers they all agreed 
tlmt Bow en should be the !'lace. The member for 
Bowen would not have been willin!S· to vote for 
Towusville, and the Townsville member and 
the other Xorthern rne1nbers were quite willing 
that Bowen should be selected so long as that 
would prevent the judge from being located at 
Rockharnpton. That was the sole reason. I dt1 
not wish to give names. I could give the name of 
the rneml>er who tmtde the discovery, but he is 
no longer a meml>er of the House. Such is the 
fact. Townsvi!le was not left out because it was 
ineligible, but Bow en was selected to prevent the 
selection of another place which was supposed to 
be more ineligtl1le than itself. 

The PP,K\1IER : I was not a member of that 
GovPrnment. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: No; the 
hon. gentleman was not. That is quite true. 
The Attorney-General at that time was Mr. 
McDevitt. The hem. gentleman succeeded him, 
I believe, some time after. But that is the 
reason why Bowen was selected, and I believe 
the Northern members have never moved in the 
matter since, for the simple reason of not stirring 
up strife amongst themselves. But now that the 
matter has been raised, I think it is time that an 
additional judge shuuld be appointed, located at 
Townsville, and if the hem. gentleman's motion 
goes to a division I shall vote for it. 

Mr. PALMER said: ::\Ir. Speaker,-! never 
knew before to-day why Bowen was selected as 
the place for the Northern Supreme Court Judge 
to re,ide in. The matter has been pretty clearly 
explained by the hon. member for Townsville, 
ancl there is no doubt the reasons given are 
correct. That hon. gentleman is generally correct 
in anything he states with regard to the history 
connected with the northern part of the colony. 
I must say, :Mr. Speaker, that sitnated as 
the Supreme Court J"udge is in Bowen, it is a 
most unsuitable place for people who have any 
business to do there, especially on account of 
the way in which the steamers call in. A great 
many steamers avoid the jetty altogether. and 
those that do haul alongside only stop 'half- . 
an-hour, or an hour at the most, and people who 
have legal business have neither time nor oppor
tunity to transact it. In fact, unless a pert;on 
misses the steamer and stays there a week he can 
do no business at all in connection with the 
Supreme Court. There can be no doul>t it is an 
extremely unsuitable site to locate a Supreme 
Court judge on that account. The rnoticn is 
rather vague, as it does not lay any definite 
proposal before the House to consider. It 
would scarcely be advisable that one judge 
should be placed at Bowen and another in 
Townsville, although I think the time has 
arrived when there should be an additional 
Supreme Court judge for the whole of the 
northern part of Queensland, especially w ben 
we take into consideration the two visits of the 
District Court judge to Normanton, and that 
right a'vay to our webtern boundary we ha.ve 
courts of petty sessions, and business coming in 
to N ormanton from all parts of the north-we:lt. 
I have no doubt that a Supn·me Court judge 
would be a very gTeat convenience to the inha
bitants of Croydon, the Etberidge, Cloncurry, 
Normanton, as well as to Burketown and the far 
western parts of the colony. I feel quite certain 
the time has arrived when it is desirable that 
that should be established. As to where the 
extra judge is to reside, that is a matter for the 
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Government to decide. There is no doubt that 
Townsville is the most convenient place for one 
judge, and as to where the other iH to be loc11ted, 
of course the Government must take upon them
selves the responsibility of saying·. 

Mr. S. W. BROOKS said: Mr. Speaker,
I think most hon. members will feel that this 
compromise, which seems to have been made 
sorne year~ ago, i~ one of those unfortunate cmn
pr,,mi;;es that are now and then made in politics. 
I, in comn1on with rnany othertl, ha,ve often won
dered how it came to pass that a Supreme Court 
judge was ever located at a pbcc like Bowen in 
the beginning. At present I know very well 
that the local work of the R orthern Judge is 
very slight indeed. Taking the two matters 
which occupy mostly a judge's attention here: 
Chamber business-that is civil procedure on 
writs of summons for debt-and insolvency 
business; in the first I do not suppose the 
Northern Judge deals on an average with mnre 
than one case a week. Certainly it does not reach 
fifty-two judgments in the year. lCrom twenty to 
forty has, I believe, been the average for the last 
four or five years. And as to insolvency, it is not 
possible that insolvency procedure can be c:trried 
on in the North at present. The commercial 
relations of Northern storekeepers are so close 
with the merchants in Brisbane that it is only 
fitting and right that insolvency procedure affect
ing Northern storekeepers tnust, for some time, 
take place in Brisbane, and Brisbane only. This 
motion means, if it means anything, that there 
shall be two Supreme Court judges in the 
northern part of Queensland. I think it is an 
injustice to the North to suggest for one 
moment that they need two judges. It is another 
of those injustices of which we have had so many 
lately. It argues such a degree of litigious
ness, demand for law, and general lawlessness 
of the community, that I think we should not 
for one moment entertain it. I do not think the 
colony can afford to keep two judges in the 
North, but if we can by any means remove the 
present judge from Bowen to Townsville I shall 
be glad to sapport it. 

l\:fr. HAMILTON said: l\Ir. Speaker,-There 
can be no doubt that a secontl j ndge is neces''>ll'Y 
for the northern portion of Queensland. That 
fact has been admitted, therefore it is usele" to 
lose time in discussing it. But I do not quite 
agree with the position which some Northern 
members take up, as to where the Northern 
.J udgc should be loc.tted. I think, considering 
the very large population ttt Croydon, and the large 
and increasing population in Xorn1anton and in 
the Cook di~trict generally since the la"t census, 
that a more Cdltralplace than Townsville could 
be seh;ctecl. Therefore, although I qmte agree 
that a second judge should be appointed, I think 
a more central position th.:m that mentioned 
might be obtainetl. 

:Mr. MORGA::'{ sa.id: Mr. Speaker,-The 
nwtion, as the hon. n1r:nnber for Burke ha,;; said, 
is rather ttmbiguous. 'When I first read it, I 
was not quite clear whether it ]lroposed that 
Townsv~ille should have a second judge, or, in 
the alternative, the present judge should be 
removed from Bowen to Townsville. If a 
second judge is required it should be clearly 
proved that he i.> requil'Bd, and then I think 
the House would be disposed to vote for such 
an appointment. But it has not been shmvn 
yet, and even if it were shmvn I think it would 
be nece.osary to locate both these gentlemen in 
one town. If we had one in Bowen and another 
in Townsville we should have the Bowen judge 
visiting his learned brother in Townsville very 
frequently, to con::;ult upon rnatter.s requiring 
consultation ; and travelling expenses would be 
multiplied indefinitely. 'Ne should probably 

have to pay a larger bill annually for that item 
than we do at present. I think the hon. member 
for Townsville in his reply might make it clear to 
the House whet.her he wishes a second judge to 
be appointed or mPrely the removal of the pre
sent judge from Bowen to Townsville ; and if he 
doeo wish a second judg·e, whether he wishe~ that 
the two judges should reside in two different 
towns. I certainly think that if there is to be 
a second judge the two should reside in the 
one town. 

Mr. BEOIVN, in reply, said: Mr. Speaker,
I endeavoured to show, when speaking on this 
question the other day, that two judges are 
required in North Queensland. My hon. friend 
the member for Bow en then pointed out that last 
year the Northern Supreme Comt Judge had 
tried seventy-nine criminal cases, while the three 
Supreme Comt Judge.; in the South had tried only 
eighty-two. 'rh at shows that the R orthern judge 
has more than a bir share of the work now. I an~ 
remincbd that he ha' no Chr1mber work. He 
has a certain a1nount, but not as n1uch as he 
would have if he lived in a more central position. 
I said the other day that Bowen is more inacces
sible to a number of the Northern residents than 
Brisbane, and, tts has been pointed out, the steamer 
now stays simply for half-an-hour, nnd unless 
one is prepared to spend a week at Bowen, it is 
impossible to do any Supreme Court business. 
In wording the motion I purposely left it 
in such way that the Government need not 
feel themselves committed to appoint two 
judges, and at the same time I took grpat 
care and pains to point out that there was really 
work fot· two judges in Northern Queensland; 
and in a few months it will be found that my 
statement is correct. I know that it takes some 
time to make provision for a Supreme Court, and 
I have given the Government this early intima
tion so as to make the provision if they think 
necessary. I have no ide" what the amount of 
business will be, but it will be large considering· 
the large accession to our mining population. I 
do not mean to say that miners are more litigious 
than others, bnt in11 prosperous goldfield there are 
large numbers of people who give a certain amount 
of practice. The CJ uestion thou is, if the Govern
ment do not see their way to appoint a second 
judge immeditttely, where is the present judge to 
reside? I say in that c,lSe he should reside at 
Townsville; but I hope the Government will not 
cmly erect a Supreme Court at Townsville, but 
take an e:;rly opportunity of appointing· a second 
judge. I showed the other day that there are 
2G,OOO people within easy radius qf Townsville. 
They can get there by rail and by steamer running 
in daily from different ports, and therefore these 
J,enple should have some better facilities than at 
present of doing· their Supreme Court business. 
An hem. member remarked ju't now that the 
judge ::tt Bowen had very little Chamber busi
ness. Thnt is quite true, because R> large propor
tion of it comes to Brisbane. N ercrly all the 
insolvency business comes to Brisbane. I 
bhould be glad if the Premier had said a little 
more positively that he would take the matter 
into early consideration. I believe he did 
exprec;s himself as favout·able to the judge re.
.siding in Townsville if he heard the various 
Rorthern members express that opinion. I 
think that opinion has been expressed, and I 
hope the Government will say that they intend 
to act on the suggestion thrown out. 

Mr. DICKSO~ said: Mr. Speaker,-I trust 
the hon. member will not deem me discourteous 
in spe;1.king after he has replied, as I am not 
going to traver~e any of his re1narks. I rose to 
say that the lay members of the House would 
require a considerable amount of information 
before they could record their votes in favour 
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of the motion, and until they learn from the 
Government primarily whether, in their opinion, 
an additional judge for the northern districts of 
the colony is absolutely necessary. 'rhe amLiguity 
of the motion has already been referred to 
by previous speakers, and, as it now stands, 
I take it that hon. members who are giving 
their votes in favour of the motion will 
pledge themselves to recognise the necessity of 
an additional judge for the North. That is a 
matter of very great importance undoubtedly, 
Mr. Speaker, and ought nut to be passed over 
very lightly. I was not present when the 
Premier spoke, and therefore I do not know 
exactly what his views are ; but so far as I can 
gather he desired to learn the opinions of the 
Northern members with reference to the matter 
of the Northern Judge residing at Townsville, 
without pledging himself to an opinion as to 
whether a second judge would be necessary. I 
myself should not like to concur in anything to 
injure Bowen, and rather demur to the desire to 
have everything centred at Townsville when the 
Judge has been so long a resident at Bowen. 
8till, if it can be shown that the interests 
of justice will be advanced, and the judicial 
business better promoted, by having the 
judge resident at Townsville instead of Bowen, 
I shall offer no objection ; !Jut I certainly desire 
more infornw.tion before arriving at a conclu
sion as to whether a second judge is necessary. 
It is not only the salary we have to take into 
consideration, but the buildings and all the 
retinue consequent on a separa.te judicial estab
lishment in the North; and while I quite 
recognise that at the present rate of progress of 
the North an additional judge may shortly be 
required, I do not forget that at the present time 
we are endeavouring to retrench as much as 
possible. With a view, therefore, of giving hon. 
members of the House an opportunity of hearing 
the opinion of the Government, I will formally 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! am 
obliged to the hon. member for Enoggera for 
giving me an opportunity of speaking again on 
this matter. I spoke on a previous occasion, 
as hon. members will remember, just before 6 
o'clock, and compressed my remarks with the 
desire of leaving time for hon. members to follow 
me, because the debate stood adjourned at G. 
I believe myself that the establishment of the 
Supreme Court at Bowen is perfectly usele,s
::tt least the only use it is is th:1t the judge 
is nearer to his work when he starts on 
circuit, but that is the only advantage. Prac
tically he does no work there, in consequence 
of Bowen being practically in::tccessible to the 
northern part of the colony, Probably it is 
more from that cause than from preference 
that so much of the work is done in Brisb::tne. 
I believe that if the judge were located at Towns
ville, and the Supreme Court loc::tted there, a 
very large amount of business would be done 
there locally. A very large proportion of the 
present work of the Supreme Court here comes 
from the North. I have an opportunity of 
knowing that, and I am sure if the judge were at 
Townsville there would he a very large amount 
of work done there. So that the amount of 
work done in Bowen now is no criterion of 
what would be done, and no criterion of whether 
a second judge is required. But it must be 
apparent that the usefulness of the Supreme 
Court being located at Townsville would depend 
upon its continued accessibility to suitors, and if 
a judge were absent from town half the ymn or 
a large proportion of it it would be no more me 
there than at Bowen. Of course we know that 
the circuits of the North, though they are not 
very long now, will be longer. 'l'he frequency of 
the pre5ent circuits to Townsville from Bowen 

would have to be increasecl, but if the judge were 
at Townsville there would be no necessity for that. 
If the circuit i" extended to Normanton, which 
is contemplated by the Government to be 
done immediately, that will necessitate the 
absence of the judge from the seat of his 
Supreme Court for something· like a mm1th each 
time in consequence of the time occupied in 
travelling; that would nutke about two months 
in the year. If to that time is added the time 
occnpied on other circuits-I forget how many 
days were occupied last year. 

Mr. CHUBB : About sixty-six days. 
The PRE11IER: Something over two months. 

'rhat would make up nearly four months, and if 
to that is added the vacations of two months it is 
seen that for six months in the year the judge 
would be absent from the scat of his Supreme 
Court. Under these conditions I do not think 
much more could be done at Townsville than at 
Bowen ; so that the question of a local court at 
Townsville involves also ,the appointment of a 
second judge for the North. If the judge in the 
North is to be wandering about for a consider
able part of the year on circuit-! do not use 
the term "wandering about" offensively-if 
the judge is to be moving about, the work of 
his Supreme Court cannot properly be carried 
on, because a very small lXtrt of the work of a 
8upreme Court consists in the judge sitting and 
hearing trials. That is the case in Brisbane, where 
there is much other work done, and much of 
it is brought from the North; and it is 
because it cmmot be done at Bowen that it 
is brought here, so that I think the appoint
ment of a second judge for the North is involved 
in this motion. I am somewh:1t reluctant 
tu support or advocate the appointment of 
another judge at the present time. I think, 
however, I have stated the position fairly, and 
I understand the circumstances probaLly as 
well as anyone in the colony. That, then, is 
how the matter appears to me, and I think no 
substantial improvement can Le made unless we 
are to have two judges in the North. They 
must be in tbe same place, in order that when 
one is on circuit, the other may be present at the 
seat of the Supreme Court in order to carry on 
the ordinary business of the court. I never 
heard before tbe anecdote told by the hon. 
member fur Tovvnsville as to why Bowen was 
selected for the seat of the Northern 8upreme 
Court. It was always -understood, I think, 
that the Northern Judge should reside there, 
or at Townsville, and it must be remem
bered tlmt the relative importance of the 
two places-Bowen and Town,ville-was then 
much less distinct than it is now. Bowen, 
as I understand it, was generally thought to 
be the best place at that time. I do not think 
I can throw any more light upon the matter, and 
it seems to me sim]Jly a questi<,n of whether the 
time has arrived for the appointment of a second 
Northern judge. 

Question-That the debate be adjourned-put 
and negatived. 

Original question put and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

V AL1SA'l'ION BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Lt,gislative Council, intimating 
that the Council had agreed to the Valuation Bill, 
with an amendment, indicated in an accompany
ing schedule, in which amendment they requested 
the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the messae-e 
was ordered to be tak€n into consideration 111 
committee to-morrow, 



Tl1e " Curea" inquiry~ [22 SEPTEMBER.] The " Cm·ea" Inquiry. 679 

THE "COUEA" INQUIRY. 

Mr. BLACK, in moving-
rrhat there be laid upon the table of this House, 

copies of all papers and correspondence referring to the 
inquiry into the conduct of Government a~cnt Jones, 
in connection with the late voyage of the s.s. '' Corea" 
to the South Sea Islands-
said: Mr. Speaker,-! wish to refer to the reasons 
for asking that these pctpers should be produced. 
As hon. members are aware, somewhat recently 
certain planters in the northern pctrt of the 
colony, in onler to carry out the introduction 
of Pacific Ioland labourer.s in the moilt satis
f,wtory manner possible, chartered a steamer 
known as the " Corea," at very conRiderable 
expense. They did everything they could 
in order that the Government might be satis
fied that all due precautions were being taken 
in the introduction of those islanders. Snch 
preparations were never attempted before; the 
steamer was fitted out thoroughly to the satisfac
tion of the Government authorities, and extra 
precantions were taken to see that the provisions 
of the Polynesian Act were complied with, and 
two Polyneeian inspectors were appointed by 
the Government to accompany the steamer. So 
far everything shows that the charterers of the 
vessel were most anxious that everything should 
be done to remove any cause of dissatisfaction as 
to the way in which the islanders were to be intro
duced. The steamer returned after about three 
months' absence with an extremely small number 
of recruits. I may tell the House" that the chief 
Government agent on the vessel was n:cmed 
J ones, and he had unlimited control of the 
whole voyage; in fact, the vessel was in charge 
of the Government agent. He was subse
quently proved, by an inquiry into his conduct, 
to have been perfectly incapable. In fact, it 
appears from the evidence, which is included in 
the papers I wish to move for, that this indi
vidual was in the habit of misconducting 
himself almost from the time the vessel started ; 
he brought himself into antagonism with all the 
men on board, and the most serious charge 
against him was that he was continuously :irunk. 
So that the whole object for which he was 
employed and for which the ve,sel was chartered 
was entirely frustrated, and the voyage resulted 
in a tutal failure for the purpose for which it 
was made. Thi,; involved a tremendous loss, 
amounting, I am informed, to something like 
£3,500 ; and the expenses were very great, 
the vessel being chartered at £1,600 a 
month, and she was away for three months. 
The loss w .1s certainly a very heavy one. No 
doubt the papers are somewhat voluminous. 
The Chief Secretary gave me an opportunity of 
seeing them, but I came to the conclusion that, 
though comparatively voluminous, they are not 
so voiuminous as many papers that are printed, 
and I could not see my way to agree to a portion 
of them being laid on the tttble, and not the 
whole of them. The most voluminous part con
sists of the examination held into the conduct of 
the Govennnent agent, 11r. tT ones; and as it is 
proposed later on to found a subsequent motion 
in reference to this matter, it would be hardly 
fair for hon. memuers to be supplied with only a 
portion of the evidence. 

·The PREMIER: What is the subsequent 
motion? 

Mr. BLACK: It is intended, should these 
papers be supplied, to bring forward a claim, 
I assume, for compensation. 

The PREMIER: Oh! 
Mr. BLACK : I think the hem. gentleman 

clearly understands that. 
The PREMIEH: No, I did not know that. 

Mr. BLACK : And for this reason : The 
charterers of the "Corea," acting entirely in 
accordance with the law, endeavoured in a way 
never attempted before to provide the labour 
necessary for carrying on their industry; and we 
maintain that it is the duty of the Government 
to send as Government agents people in every 
way capable, competent, sober, and steady; and 
that if they send men who prove to be incompe
tent and utterly incapable, and entail on the 
charterers of the v~ssel a very heavy loss, the 
Government are not entitled to entirely escape 
censure. A very heavy responsibility rests on 
the Government in the appointment of these 
Government agents, and we know how on many 
previous occasions the position of Government 
agent has been looked upon as a refuge-I 
won't say by this Government, but by the 
Government for the time being-and how they 
sent down the most incompetent men. I am 
sure that hon. members who wish to see fair 
treatment to every class of the community will 
agree in asking for the producti0n of the papers 
connected with this very serious case-the most 
serious case that has ever occuned-a very heavy 
loss having been entailed on people doing what 
the law entitled them to do. I think I am per
fectly right in asking not only that the pape.rs be 
laid on the table, but also that they be prmted 
for the information of hon. members. I beg to 
move the motion standing in my name. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! think 
the hon. gentleman has now made out a case for 
the production of the papers, though they are 
voluminous. I made the motion "not formal" 
because I thought that if the hon. member 
merely wanted information he could get it by 
making inquiry. I do not think, however, that 
the papers will throw much light on the case; 
and I should not have taken the trouble to rise 
but that the hon. gentleman before he sat down 
went on to say that the Government had ap
pointed most incompetent persons as Government 
agents, and by this means had put innocent 
persons to great loss. The hon. member's attack 
was made without any foundation whatever so 
far as the present Government are concerned; 
this Mr. J ones was a legacy from a previous 
Government. 

Mr. BLACK: I did not blame this Govern
ment. 

The PREMIER : ·when the hon. member 
spoke, he intended it to be understood by every
body here as an attack on the Government. 

Mr. BLACK: No. 
The PRE11IER: And no one could take it in 

any other vmy. I am quite aware that it was at 
one time the practice to appoint incompetent 
persons as Government agents, but I had not 
been very long in office before they were nearly 
all gone, although I was unfortunate enough to 
make one or two bad appointments. For several 
year.s, however, no cornplaints ha.ve heen made 
with this exception ; and :Mr. J ones was the 
oldest member of the staff, and had done good 
service for a great many year§. I shall not offer 
any objection to the production of the papers. 

The HoN. J. M. MAOROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I am very glad the Premier has con
sented to the production of these papers, because 
I do not think it will be borne out that the 
Government agont, who \Va.s a lega.cy fro1n the 
previous Government, bore such a bad character. 

The PREYI:IER: I said he had done good 
service for a great many years. 

The HoN. J. M. MAOROSSAN: I have 
known Mr. J ones for eighteen years. I knew 
him as a miner in the North before he became a 
Government agent, and I always knew him as 
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an extremely sober, moral, and well-conducted 
man, and I un(lerstood that while in the 
Government service he always bore a high 
character--

The PREMIER : HP did. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSA"N: And had 

been complimented several times by the head of 
his department. I was astoni8hed when I read 
the report of his misconduct on board the 
"Corea," and could scarcely believe it. I 
looked with great anxiety for the finding of the 
board appointed to inquire into the matter, and 
I was very sorry when I saw that he was dis
missed. I shall be very anxious to read the papers, 
and see whether Mr. Jones received fair play. 

Qnestion pnt and passed. 

RAILWAYS IN THE WIDE BAY AXD 
BURNETT DISTRICTS. 

On the following notice of motion being 
called:-

" 1\Ir. llAILKY to move that there be laid upon the 
table of the House,-

u 1. A RetuTn showing, separately, cost of railways
( a) From ::u:aryborough to Howarcl; 
(b) From 1iaryborough to Gym pie; 
(c) From Kilkivan Junction to Kilkivan; 
(d) From Bundaberg to }fount Perry. 

"2. l\Ionthly traffic returns on each, during year 
ending 30th June, 1887. 

"3. Percentage of proHt or loss on each line." 
Mr. BAILEY said: Mr. Spmtker,-My 

reason for putting thi;; motion on the paper was 
the somewhat astounding statement in the Rail
way Commissioner's report to the effect that the 
Maryborough and Wide Bay Hail ways only pair! 
9s. 5d. per cent. last year. I knew very well 
that the railway from J\Iaryborough to Gym pie 
was paying, not only working expenses, but also 
a considerable amount over the interest on the 
cost of construction ; I was almost sure that the 
branch line to Kilki van had already begun to ]>ay 
handsomely, and I had not the slightest doubt 
that the line from ::V[aryborough to Howard was 
paying; but I found out that the reason why we 
were debited with this extraordinary loss-or 
rather not credited with a profit-is because in 
the Commissioner's report there has ]Jeen 
tacked on to the railways in the -,Vide Bay 
district the Bundaberg and Mount Perry Rail
way, which has been a losing concern from the 
beginning, and does not pay \Vorking expen~es, 
let alone interest on the cost of construction. I 
have no doubt, from information I have re
ceived, that next year the returns will be made 
out properly, that the J\Iaryborough and Gym pie 
line will be credited with its earnings, and thttt 
the railway in the Mulgrave district will be 
credited or debited with its loss or gain. I ilnd 
tlmt the return will co,;t a good deal of money 
and a month's time, and as we shall have a proper 
return next year showing what I have stated to 
the House now and what we know now, I beg to 
withdraw the motion "tanding in my name. 

AURIFEROUS SULPHIDE OlmS. 
Mr. ADAMS, ii1 moving-
That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 

into a Committee of the ·whole to comHcler an addrc~s 
to the Governor, praying that His l<~X(''~llency will be 
pleased to cause to be placed on the Supplement;u·y 
J<~stima.t.es the sum of fifty thousand ponnrls (£50,01)0) for 
the purpose of erecting ·works within the colony for the 
effectually treating anrifcrons sulphide ores-
said: Mr. Speaker,-In rising to move this 
motion, I can only say I am extremely sorry that 
the duty has not fallen to someone more com
petent to perform it. It must be admitted that 
we ought >tS hr as we can, to keep in the colony 
the money that is made in the,colony, and to 
endeavour to utilise the labour that, as was 

shown last night, it costs so much to bring out· 
I remember, sir, the leader of the Government 
s::tying- the other night th:1t \V hen all mining con1-
panics are flo;1l··'d in the old country the money 
httnlly ever finds its way out to the colony, but 
remains at home to enrich the people who 
float the c<impnnies. I think the motion I have 
tabled is a step in the direction of stopping the 
floating of companie-; as has heretofore been 
done. There is no need to scty anything as to 
the imp<lrtance of the mining industry to the 
colony. \Ve have only to look back to 18fl6, 
when the country was in a deplorable condition, 
and when but for Gym pie breaking out it would 
hardly have recovered as quickly as it did. 
Now, we know that at the present time there 
are great mineral properties in Quc·enRland not 
developed, and I think it is the duty of the 
Governn1ent to af;:-;ist private enterprise in de~ 
veloping thern. niined are opening in various 
districts of the colony, so I have not asked that 
these works should be erected in any particular 
loc,tlity, but that they should be erected some
where within the colony. If that were done there 
would be no nece,sity fnr people to go to the old 
country to float their mines; 1t would give the 
populace here an opportunity of endeavouring to 
develop those mines, because they would have 
greater confidence in works erected and super
vised bv the Government than in those started 
by private enterprise. It would not interfere 
so much with private enterprise, because the 
example of the Government would lead private 
enterprise to inve,;t largely in machinery of that 
kind. At present, sulphi<le ores raised in the 
colony have to be sent to Germany or Enghtnd. 
\Vould it not be better to erect works here under 
the supervision of the Government, so that we 
could utilise the labour we are sending for, and 
lwep the money in the colony to pay wages? I 
am credibly informed that it costs something 
like £15 a ton to send these ores to where they 
are treated. This goes to the ab"istance of, I 
may say, foreign nations-they are foreign to us. 
\Vhen people come here to settle they are Queens· 
htn,]ers, and why should we not support our nwn 
people rather than those outside of the country ? 
The working cla'""ces in the colony at the pre0ent 
cby are generally what are called prospector,,; 
they g·o out jnto the wilds seeking for ~mnething 
that may be remunerative hereafter; but as soon 
as they find something that would remunerate 
them for their time, tremble, expense, and labour, 
they find it is impossible for them to work it 
themselves, rmd they have to flor~t it into a com
lJdllY or Bend to ::;nn1eone who has capital. Now, 
thflt is a state of things th,;t ought not to exist. 
I think tlmt when the working population find 
anything of that dr,¥cription they ought to be 
enconra3'eU, c:tud \vhat hetter enconr.l;:sen1ent 
could they have than that the Government should 
take upon themselves to er<~ct works so that 
their ores rnay be uutnipulated? I :1111 con .. 
vinced tlmt there are any quantity of mines 
in the country such as I have de,cribed. 
I know of two within my own district, 
and I know of other places in the district 
where working men have found ores that 
would give a handsome return, but n\ving 
tn the snlphides it wns fonnd impossible for 
them to work them in the usual way with the 
lmttery. 'l'hey are utterly powerless tin less some 
one comes in with capital to assist them; and 
these mpitalists do not come in unless they c"n 
get the property for less than one-fifth of its 
value. Therefore I think it is absolutely neces
sary that such works should be erected. It 
would be fnr better for us to keep in the colony 
the £5 a ton which it costs to send this material 
to be treatcr! in the old country, and spend it in the 
colony in paying ·working rnen; \Ve would then 
keep the money in the colony and give them work, 
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I am satisfied that 3, 000 or 4, 000 men could be 
easily employed in the district which I baYe the 
honour to represent if such works were erected. 
These men add to the wealth of the colony, and 
contribute to its Treasury, and I think they 
ought to be considered. I do not wish to take 
the whole credit for this matter to myself, for 
the simple reason that it has been carefully 
worked out by the Chamber of Commerce at 
Bundaberg, and ha, been some time before the 
country. Last session I tabled a fac-simile of 
this motion, but on account of a promise that 
was made to the Chamber of Commerce by the 
Premier, I was requested to withdraw it for the 
time being. ·whether that promise has been 
fulfilled or not I am not prepared to say ; but 
as the hon. gentleman has several times declared 
lately that he never brea,ks a promise, I presume 
that that promise has been kept. 

The PRE:YIIEit : What promise is that? 
Mr. ADAiYIS: I am not aware of the precise 

promise, but it was contained in a communication 
received from the Premier by the Chamber of 
Commerce at Bundaberg. As I said, I do not 
wish to take the credit for this matter upon 
myself, simply because it originated in the 
Chamber of Uc.mmerce at Bundaberfi. One 
gentleman, M:r. :D. :F. Johnston, of Kolan 
Station, went to considerable trouble to work it 
out, the results of which >tre contained in a P"per 
read by him before that body, :md which has 
since been reprinted. I think the better plan 
will be, with the indulgence of the House, to 
read a portion of l'vlr. J ohnston's n,ddress to the 
Chamber of Commerce on that occasion. He 
deals fir•t with other matters, but I cannot omit 
them, because they lettd up to the question now 
under debate. l'vlr. J ohnston's paper is as 
follows:-

"I feel very grmLt diffidence in speaking to the resolu
tions I have just moved,"-
One of them was a resolution that the Govern
ment be requested to erect works of this kind
" because tlle subject is one involving so many issues 
of the first importttnce to the settlement and advance
ment of Qneenslctnd that it is altogether beyond my 
hnmblc ability to treat it as it deserves; in faet, the 
only two men, I believe, -'"vho eonl<l do fullju--;tice to it 
ttre our present and our lat,o Premiers. This matter is 
one that should commend itself not only for the a11-
prov:~l and support of every 1n:1n interested in gold-
1nining, bnt also of every intelligent mind in Quc\_n~
land; and in orde1· that it slwultl command g nera1 
attention, not only in this Chamber and distriet, bnt 
throughout the \Yhole colony, I have, afLet· much con
sideration, framed the n·solntions at. eonsi<lerablc length 
so that the llUrport of them might be clearly 11nc1er
stood. 'fo exemplify what mi~ht b8 expected to result 
from the r"Lablb;hmcnt of snch \York.;;, as the lirst resolu-
tion indicath5, I must ask your permission to for 
a fmv moments from t.llo main question in \Yhile I 
allu<le to the re<icnlts that llaYe occu1Te11 to thi~ dhtrict 
by the st;u·ting in it of one ~ndustrial e~tahlislunent. 
In the year before the ~In,~rs. cran aud Uo.'·· n;1iuery 
opened the popnlf1tion of this district was un;ler 5,000 
people, antl the annual export va.lne of its 1ll'.J(lnets wa~;; 
£54,4tl0. The pro::..un t population of the lUulgrave (lis
trict is H.800, and its 1lroba1Jle agricultural out.pnt this 
year will be over £3±0,000." 
You mu~t undersb1wl, :Nir. Speaker, that this 
address w<ts delivered last year, not this year. 

"I ncrd not lnLste time to pro re what all here well 
know, that this increase of lJCOple and IYealth is almost 
entirely Uno to the succes~fnl enter_l!ris<: of 3Ir. Cran 
and the encouragement thereby giYen to others to 
settle and inYcst capital hero. 3Ir. Cran's efforts to 
develop the agricultural resources of this district lmYe 
raised in the minUs of Bundabergians a monument that 
will last for generations; but, Jnr. Chairman, though so 
much has been acoomplished, far more remains to be 
done, as at present only about one-sixth of our agricnl
tural land is under cultivation; the balance remains 
awaiting deyelopment. To put this to iLs proper use 
we wnnt more capital and a far bigger population, 
and my contention is that nothing \Vill so quickly 
lJrovide both as will the means to develop our 
mineral resources. Kow, if this argument applies 

to this district, so it does, with more or less force} 
to many other parts of this country. \Vhat we 
\vant is that the Government shall by the establishment 
of the necessary \YO!'ks giro to tho~e interested in 
mining full encouragement, as ~Ir. Cran did here to 
the a.:.;-ricultnrhts, to malw the most of their O]Jpor
tunities. 'l'he GovcrmilCllt that does this will earn the 
lastiug gratitnLle of most Queeuslandcrs, and in all 
lH'obability will send QneenshnU ahead. as much as 
the refinery did Bnndaberg. From a paper read by 3-Ir. 
ILL. ?\~ash, on Jnly 5th, iu the nonfurence room of the 
Colonial ::tnd Indian Bxhibition, Sil· James Cockle (late 
C.J. of Queensland), presiding, I find it is stated 'that 
Qneenslantt lms been aptly described C1F; a young 
giant' ; her exports per head of population arc the 
largest of any countl·y in the world, being between 
£1.5 and £16, while the 1nothcr-country (and the 
mother-country prides herself on her trade) exports 
of home products but £6 to £7 per head, even 
though these pro<luets are largely manufactured from 
raw material obtained frmn the colonies and the 
Unite<l States. fJ.'hc above statement is grounded UlJOll 
the f:LCt, laying the basis at ver head of lJopnlation, 
tha.t, firstly, our productive or occupied area is greater; 
secondly, the numb1 r of oul' live stuck is upon the 
same granrt scale; thirdly, that our mineral production 
is un.:qualled; and lastly, because, with the exception 
of Xcw Zealand, 1.ve have borrowed capital on a similar 
unprecedented scale to develop OUl' res.ources. XowJ 
our Colonial 'l'rertsurer has just told us that, less the 
balance of loan authorised but not negotiated, our 
pnblic debt is £20,820,850, and as \VC well knmY the 
gl'eater 1mrt of this money has been R}JeHt in snpposed 
reproductive works, railways that are costing millions 
are being built, ttll(l cannot yossibly pay without 
some further great stimulus be given to the develo]J
ment of mu· resources, and this rel_luircn1ent mig·ht 
be provided if, say, £200,000 ·were spent in the 
direction Jny rt.·•wlutions intlieate, With such an 
cstablishmenL at some central place in Queet1sland 
and po-~,~ibly being within easy reach of coal (a great 
considertttion), near the sen., and in a most promising 
mining locality, Bundabergmight be selected as the site 
for the \VOrks; scores of mmes now almost useless w-ould 
quickly be opened up, new tields would be started, once 
more would we see a constant now of fresh capital and 
]Jeoplc coming to our land of promise. Xot only our 
mineral but our agricultural and pastoral resources 
would receive such an i1npetus that our railways, our 
shipping trade, our manufactories, merchants, trades· 
men, in fact all classes and all industries, would deTiYe 
immense benefit, and Queensland dt serve the name of 
the most pr08lWrous of the An~trnJiau group, I hope, 
gentlemen, that my remarks will not be considered 
tedious nor too \Yide of the main subject; but I feel 
that it is nece~sar.r to generalise to a certa.in extent 
upon the position of that main ~nb,iect in it::. relation 
to the pro::pects and the pre.;;ent position of Qneen"'
lancl. which. as a field for investment-especially mining 
inve'->tment-is attracting grc:.tt attention at homr, and 
for very strong reasons, to show some of which, an("l to 
}H'O\"C: the hmnense imyortauee of the gold· mining 
interest~ of tllis colony, I ha.vt eollected the following 
Lwts, partly from official a:uwuncements a.nd other re
lialJle rc;~orn·ccs, the re t fro;nmai.erial kindly lent me l)y 
::ur. Andrcw ..:..I. Goodwin au<l forwarded to him by our 
Ag·ent-noneral. The pO_ttnlation of Wneenslantl at the 
date ofsep; ra-:.._ionfromSc\vDonth \\-ales ilJ ltl5H was hut 
2:J,noo; its lTCscnt l'Opubtion is :3 ~ \000. \\~hen Gym pie 
Hr~: start., d. ~1aryborongh t~lJont 2,000 inhabitants; 
;..::reatly helped hy Gymllie, now number· over 11,000; 
while the lr:uling .~olclticlds of the colony now stand 
\Yilhin muuieipal bnnmlaries a~; foilows :-Gym pie D,OOO, 
Charters rl'(nrcrs .JJ,UOO, Rarenswoocl 1,50u, l'loncuny 
HDO, and we can bafe1y aliO\v 1~,000 for all other fields; 
and we find. ilmt one-twdfth ot' tlw 110pulation is sup~ 
portecl by golLl-miuiug, and, clil 1 dly or indirectly, it 
largely cont.ributqs to the welfare of al11mrt.uHs and all 
classes in the c,Jlony. IIt1ving shown approximately the 
population of the goldticlc1;.;, I will nmv endeavour to 
make plain the rrsults obtained from them, and to 
\Yhich I would clraw your particular attention,'' 

'fhis, :iYir. Speaker, is a return of the quartz 
crushed in the Llifferent colonies in 1884. I 
have no relittble statistics since that, but these, 
I believe, are to1era1Jly correct:-

"In 188~. 
Quartz 
crushed. 

11ons. 
Queensland 14S,552 
\-ietoria ... 8i6,fillt 
New Sonth \Vales 52.75!J 
Kew Zealand ... 98,460 

Gold 
obtained. 

Oz. 
25D,254 
,102,997 

32,H79 
8c1,184 

Average pcl' 
ton. 

Oz. dwt.gr• 
l 11 21 
0 9 2l 
0 14 10 
0 17 12 
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Thus we find that our gold reefs yield per ton of quartz 
nearly four times as much as those of Yictoria., almost 
two and a-half times those of l\ew South \Vales, a,nd 
double the New Zealand return-in fact, such an 
a.verage as we get here has neYcr been obtained by 
any other country in the world; most of this, if 
not quite all, is what is known as free gold; 1f 
we could act.cl to our returns that which is locked 
up in refractm·y ore, our annual output would he 
far more astounding. '!'he annual yield from our 
mineral resourceh now is £1,400,000, equal to that of 
~.,.ew Zealand with nearly double our population; and 
estimating the gold obtained on the basis of population, 
there is no colony in the British Empire can compare 
with Queensland. There stands now in the Queensland 
Court of the Colonial and Indian Bxhibition, a trophy 
representing the· g0ld obtained in Queensland since the 
first discovery of the n1ctal here in 1861, after ~"Jpara
tion from~ewSouth Wales. This trophy is 21ft. high, its 
cubic contents are 3_32 ft., and it represents a solid 
mass of gold containi.ng4,8·i6)i60 oz., valued at£17 ,623,284, 
giving a general average to the ton of 1 oz. 10 dwt. 
16 gr.~said to be the highest average li:nown. Xow, 
when we consider that the gold-mining industry of the 
colony has produced (without calculating themiormons 
indirect benefits derived fmn1 it) 'vithin £3,200,000 
of the total debt of Qneensla,nd, and at le":Lst one
twelfth of its whole population live by gold-mining, 
surely such an indust.ry is deservlng of direct 
assistance from the Govm·nment, especially when 
beyond a doubt money so spent will return a 1nore 
certain and better interest than any public work 
that can be undertaken. It may be said that suoh 
works shonld be carried out by private enterprise, but 
we might with consistency apply the same argument 
to raihvavs and rmmv other works which are estab
lished to assist in devCloping the resou1-.:~es of a country 
-if it is worth our while to build raihvays with Govern
ment money it must be adYisable to SlJCud a little more 
in another direction to promote enterprise and settle
ment to such an ext cut as to make profitable rail ways 
that otherwise cannot pay for years to come. Another 
great argument in favour of the Government building 
such works is that the sender of ore \Vould not only 
save largely in the cost of carriage and tre;I.tment, but 
that he would be sure of a l.Jonti fide return fron1 his 
product, which is not always the case in regard to 
1wivate works. He thanked them for their attention, 
itnd trusted he had put the motion before them in such 
a manner as to ensnre their hearry support. The subject 
"\Vas a most important one, and in consideration of the 
present unsatisfactory state of the colony's finances it 
,,~ould be wise of the Government to start works of 
this kind as a, means of largely developing the mining 
industry." 

::'{ ow, Mr. Speaker, I do not tl!ink I could put 
the case much plainer before the House than by 
reading th,1t paper, which has been compiled 
by Mr. D. I<'. J ohnston, of Kolan Station. That 
gentleman, I know, went to considerable trouble, 
and some expense, to be able to compile that 
paper in its present forru, and I think it is shown 
pretty plainly there that it is desirable, as I 
believe every member of the House will admit, 
that something should be done by the Govern
ment to assiilt in developing those mines which 
working men are not able to undertake for want 
of capital. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

rich in minerals. Although it is only of compara 
tively recent date that valuable deposits have 
been found there, yet it was known for years that 
reefs existed, but they could not be developed for 
want of capital. It is the same in many other 
parts of the colony. Reefs are known to exist, 
but they e:tnnot be developed for the simple 
reason that those who know where they are are 
not in a position to do so for want of capital, and 
are not disposed to sell for whatever capitalists 
like to give for them. Therefore, it matters not 
in what portion of the colony these works are 
erected, so that they are erected somewhere on the 
seaboard where the material is easy at hand-that 
is to say, where the ores can be conveyed easily 
and profitably, and there is a supply of coal for the 
furnaces necessary to conduct the manipulation. 
As far as my own district of Mulgrave is con
cerned-I daresay other members can speak 
for themselves as to the resources of their 
districts - I know that coal can be found 
in it, and that very near to water carriage. 
I abo know that a gentleman in Brisbane has 
put down no less than four bores and found 
payable coal within six miles of Bundaberg, 
and he is only awaiting the completion of the 
rail way and the erection of the bridge across 
the Burnett- which the Government have 
not positively refused, but have put off to 
time indefinite-to develop those mines. Now, 
taking those things into consideration, I think 
that I have shown pretty plainly that it is 
desirable that the Government should establish 
and assist the development of these works. 
During last session, in my remarks upon the 
i\'Iungarr Railway, I read an extract from one of 
the local papers in which it is stated:-

" \Ve learn from an outside source that the Reid's 
Creek Gold-mining Company intend entering into exw 
tcns:ve operations with respect to the valuable property 
they are now working by ordinary means. The results 
of the past twelve months arc considered by the pro
prietary as highly satisfactory. During that time 300 
tons of ore, of an assay value of 2,000 oz. of gold, have 
been sent away to dealers in refractory ores;'' 

These had to be sent to Germany or England to 
be manipulated. 

"The difficulty, however, is tha.t it is not possible to 
obtain assay value from the 1mrchascrs, and conse
quently the actual Tetnrns are always sent to the 
raisers. rrhis company, being firmly conYinced of the 
undoubted value of the mine, intend to arrange for the 
introduction and erection of suitable \vm·ks for the 
treatment of the stone, and we under~tand Captain 
Bcnnett leaves for Europe shortly to investigate the 
varion::; methods of treatment there, and choose an 
effective plant for Rcid's Creek." 
Therefore you see that even here there were 
300 tons of ore obtained at Reid's Creek out 
of one mlne only. But there are other mines 
at Heid's Creek, and there are also other parts 
of the district which produce ores of thi" de
scription. I know myself of a place called 
:\fount \Vebster, where there are two mountains 

Mr. ADAMS : I do not know whether my of ore. I visited the district some few months 
remarks are tedious r,r not, that hon. members ago and saw what the mines containeri. 'l'hey 
should sttmd outside the bar of the House in had been worked for three or four months by 
conversation. I can hardly hear myself speaking. men who were trying to develop them, and 
It is rather discourteous, if nothing else, that h<m., finding that they had no capital to test the ores, 
gentlemen should stand outside the bar con- I said I would select some myself from tlwee 
versing in that manner. One thing that must be separate places in the mine and get them assayed 
considered, sir, is that in develo]Jing mines of in Brisbane. I did select the ore, and I will now 
this description we are not only bringing capital give the House the assay value. Mr. Staiger 
into the country, but we are in reality creating says:-
employment, not only for men but for the r::til- "On opening the box I found that the contents con-
ways that we have already built at considerable sisted of three di!Ierent samples. marked X os. 1. 2. and 3. 
expense. I think that ought to be taken into No. 1 is composed of a greenish, prolJably hornblendic, 
consideration ; I do not say it in regard to n1y rock, highly intm~persed with iron an<>l copper pyrites, 
own district only, but as applying to the whole also small quantities of galena and blackjack. There 
colony. Our resourceK have not been half de~ was also a small quantity of arsenic, as arsenical 

~··-- velo~peCI-yer.~·-Many-mines-·will-be··<Jpen·ed·-up .... --pyrites.were.present.--Lcrushed .. the.half.oLever):.piece_~-·~· 
of ~o. 1, and made an analysis of it. I found that it 

yet that have never been thought of. I could contained 6·3 pet· cent. of metallic copper, and assayed 
point to parts of the colony that I rode over 2 oz. 5 dwt. of free gold and 10 dwt. of silver to 
thirty-four years ago that have since turned out the ton. No. 2 is oxide o! iron, with oxide ani\ 
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carbonate of copper. It yielded, per ton, 1 oz. 18 dwt. of 
gold and traces of silver. Ko. 3 was pyrites with a good 
deal or specular iron ore (oxide of iron). It gave ,.t·8 per 
cent. of metallic copper, 3 oz. 2 dwt. of fine gold, and 
6 d'vt. of silver to the ton. To treat this class of ore 
successfully it 'vill be necessary to resort to roasting the 
pyrites after being concentrated or liberated from the 
gangue. The further treatment ot the roasted ?re 
depends on the facilities afforded by the l~cal"~ty. 
Chlorination is decidedly very good; the only obJectwn 
is the chemicals, especially the trans}Jort of acid to 
the mine. It is true the roasting of the pyrites could 
be made to produce the necessary acid on be spot, but 
this requires scientific skill, and it is expensive, but can 
be overcome by an interested, intelligent party b~ing 
broken in by a competent 11erson. Anothm· way 1s to 
save the gold by long trituration of the roas~.ml pyrites 
with mercury in adapted IVheeler's pans vnth copper 
bottoms. 'rhis method ';aves nearly all the gold and can 
be executed by any person, provided he is careful and 
steady." 

Now, there is plain proof that the men who are 
workin~ at the mine cannot go on with the work, 
becaus:thcy have no capital. I might mention 
that only a few miles away there is another 
mountain, the ores from which were sent to jyJr. 
Staiger, and he got an assay of 6 oz. to the ton. 
There are also other places around that district 
which I am perfectly satisfied will produce ore 
which will assay even more than that, and I say 
it is a great pity that we are obliged to send these 
ores out of the country, and that we should help 
to support other nations rather than our own. It 
would be better for the country even if we had to 
pay .£5 a ton extra for the treatment of the ores. 
These things, I maintain, should be a great factor 
in the support of our railways, and, moreover, 
all classes of the community are interested in the 
development of our mining resources. Carters, 
timber-getters, coal-miners, and every class must 
be interested, inasmuch as employment will be 
provided for them. Therefore I say that even 
in the present state of the finances I think the 
Government should see their way to erect these 
works. It is not a speculation, as I have proved 
from the quotations I have read; it is a certainty. 
It is a certainty that these works will pay from the 
start. The Government has laid ant £50,000 in 
the erection of central sugar-mills, and I think 
these works woulrl be of far more value not only 
to the colony but to the Government itself. In 
Germany th'ey are trying to get everything they 
possibly can for their own country; and why should 
we blame them? I think we should rather 
blame ourselves for sending these ores out of the 
country instead of treating them ourselves. I 
think we sh,·nld endeavour to do what we can 
for the maintemmC<J of our own people as they 
come here, and do all we can for the uenefit of 
the country "'enerally. As I said at the outset 
of my remarks, I certainly should have ]Jreferred 
to have seen this question more ably dealt with 
by some other hon. member; but of this I am 
certain, that if the hon. gentleman ltt the head 
of the Govermuent canuot give me his support, I 
shall at least have his sympathy, and I hope 
that I shall have more than his symvathy. I 
hope I shall have his support, and I can only 
say that, even in the present state of the finances, 
if such works as I have described this afternoon 
are erected, Queenslfcnd will come to the front 
and be more prosperous than it hits been hitherto. 
I beg to move the motion standing in my name. 

The PREMIER said: l\Ir. Speaker,-This 
subject was first suggested to me some tilne ago 
by a friend of mine who had considerable know
ledrre and experience on the subject of smelting 
ore~. He suggested to me that it might be 
desirable, in view of the difficulty and expeme of 
treating some of these refractory ores-not only 
auriferous, but other ores-that the Government 
should follow the example of the Gm-man Govern
ment and establish works similar to theirs. 
Subs~quently the matter was raised formally by 

a communication from the Bundaberg Chamber of 
Commerce, to which thehon.member has referred. 
I then undertook to obtain what information I 
could with respect to the great works in Ger
many. J got a good deal of information-which 
I regret I have not uy me just now-but that 
information was not so satisfactory as I antici· 
pated it would be. I was unable to get any 
information that would enable me to come to 
a definite cunclu:;ion as to whether it was practi
cable to start works on the same basis here at 
all. They have, in the German works, very elabo
mte arrangements, and they buy the ore accord
ing tu an assay made of it, aud p~y for it as per unit, 
according tutheamonnt ofthed!±ferentmetttls con
tained in it. I am fully sensible of the great impor
tance of tre,tting sulphide ores, but I am afraid that 
no satisfactory system is yet known of dettling 
with them. If the auriferous ores ttt Ravens
wood could ttll be dealt with, and all the gold 
taken out of them, it would be one of the most 
valuable fields in the colony. Various systems 
have been tried there, and each with great hopes 
of success, but up to the present none have been 
entirely successful or even fairly successful. 

Mr. KORTOK : They were misconducted. 
The PREYIIER: Unfortunately something 

of that kind ttlways seems to happen. I have 
often said the man.who can discover a practicable 
method of treating sulphide ores in (lueensland 
will make an enormous fortune. A great many 
people have tried their hands at it without 
success. 

Mr. NOR TON: They are treated now m my 
district. 

The PREMIER : Are they successful? 
Mr. NORTON: Yes. 
The PREMIER : I am very glad to hear it. 

I do not think auriferous ores are the only ores 
that might be advantageously treated, and I will 
say at once that I believe it would be :1 very 
good investment on the part of a GO\·ernment to 
establish Government works on the principle of 
works of the Gennan Gnvern1nent at Freiburg, if 
it can be shown to he :tt all practicable here. I 
believe some people think the Government ha,-e 
no right to interfere in matters of this kind, but 
I do not think any hard-:md-fast rule should be 
laid down as to what the Government should 
or should not undertake, and I should be very 
glad indeed if it could be shown to he practicable to 
undertake the estal1liohment of works of this kind. 
..:\t the present tilne there is no use diRguising 
the fttet thitt it is not practicrLhle. \Ve have not 
got the £00,000 for the ]>nrpose. Unless we are 
prepared to raise considerable contributions for 
such purposes out of our own pockets, we have 
no money to be expended upon schemes of this 
kind. I believe myself it would be for the 
advantage of the country if we did raise a good 
tlettlmore money than we do, to have it available 
for many purposes we are now unable to 
engage in. Things being as they are, h(nvever, 
and as we certainly have not got the £50,000 
mentioned in the resolution, the Government 
would certrrinly not be .inotifiecl in brin1,ring down 
such a proposal upon the Supplementary Esti
mate~. ::lo that in thi," matter I can only give 
the hon. member my sympathy and not my 
support, only hoping that before very long it 
will be practicable to carry out some such 
scheme, because I quite agree with the hon. 
member as to the great ad vantage of the estab· 
lishment of works of this kind. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said: J\Ir. Speaker,- I am 
perfectly certain sympathy will not smelt those 
ores, and therefore the Premier's speech goes 
for very little. I do not altogether agree with 
what has fallen from the hon. member for 
Mnlgrave, or the Premier, on this subject. It 
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has not been made at all clear to me that, even 
supposing the Government had the £50,000, they 
would be justified in applying it to this purpose. 
l\1y own impression is that if there is so much 
in this business as the mover of the resol)ltion 
says there is, it would be readily taken up by 
private enterprise. As intimated by the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, a successful mode 
of dealing with thosP. ores exists at present in 
the rlistrict which he represents. \Vhile quite 
sympathising with the h0n. member for Mul
grave, I think that even if we had the £50,000 to 
make use of, in the present state of affairs we 
could put it to a better purpose. :For any hon. 
member to imagine that he can extract £50,000 
out of the Treasury in the present state of our 
finances is too much of a joke, and an hon. mem
ber making applications r,f this sort at present is 
like a man drawing a hucket out of a well and 
growing old without bringing anything up. There 
is not the least use in members putting motions of 
this sort on the paper, no matter how good what 
they propose 111ay be. If the finances of the 
colony had been properly administered by the 
Government I believe we should have had very 
large sums of money to devote-I do not say to 
matters of this kind, though it could then be 
considerecl- but to matters of acknowledged 
public benefit. If it had not been for 
the gross mismanagement of the finances of 
the colony we should not have had such a 
speech as the Premier has just delivered, and 
that is a matter of more importance to the 
country than this application for £50,000 for 
reducing refractory ores. I mean to ~ay that 
was a lamentable statement of the Premter, "It 
is no use hon. members asking for money as the 
Government have got none to give .them." And 
whenever he makes that statement he looks 
across at the Opposition as if to say, " And this 
is all your fault." 

The PREMIER: How do I look when I look 
like that? 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Just as the hon. gentle· 
mrtn looks now-evidently well pleased with 
himself. I hope thici will be remembered, that 
it is owing to the reckless extravagance by the 
Government of the funds at their disposal that 
all an hon. memb,or can extrrtct from them in 
support of a scheme which he believes to be a 
good one is their sympathy. 

The HoN. J. M. l\IACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I should have liked to hear what the 
Minister for \Vorks htts to "ay on the question, 
and I hope we sh:1ll hear something from him 
before the matter drops. He is the gentleman in 
chttrge of the department more immediately con· 
cerne'l than that of which the Premier has charge. 
The Premier has ,;imply to find the money, while 
the hon. gentleman at the hem! of the j\Iines 
Department would have to find-as I am told 
by an hon. member behind me-the brains to 
spend it. I certainly can give my sympathy 
with the intentions of the hem. member for illul· 
grave, but even if I "\Vore a n1ernber of a. Govern
ment with plenty of nwney to spend, I should 
think twice before spending it in this direction. 
It is all very well to talk about the example of 
Germany. The German Government is a very 
different Government from ours. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Thank God! 

The HoN. J. M. MAClWSSAN : Another 
thing, Germ>my is full of able scientists, and it 
has taken them age' in experimenting on 
refractory ores to arrive at the present state of 
perfection in that country; and we n,re scarcely 
prepared to spend the amonnt of money neces· 
sary, and rnn the risk of rnhunanagernent nnder 
our system of government in attempting to do 

what has been done in Germany. The German 
Government is a Yery paternal Government; 
onrs, I hope, will never be a paternal Govern
ment. 

An HoNOURABLE lVIE>IBER: A maternal Gov
ernment. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Not even a 
matenml Government. I hope we shall allow 
private enterprise to carry ont such projects as 
this. It would be a very risky thing for us to 
spend £50,000 on a project of this kind, and find 
after all that we had wasted every penny of the 
money. There have heen several instances of 
that sort of thing; and I know of one in,;tance in 
which more than £50,000 was spent in trying to 
deal with refractory ores, and the matter is now 
as far from being brought to a satisfactory con· 
elusion as it was before the company was formed. 
Then, again, we have an example of which we 
have heard very little lately-that is, the £50,000 
voted for an experiment with central sugttr·mills. 
One of the objects of that expenditure was to 
prove the possibility an<l the capability of people 
of European extraction, growing and manu
facturing sugar, such as would receive a fair 
price in either the European or Australian 
market. \Vhat has become of thrtt expenditure? 
Is the sugar being manufactured by European 
labour solely? 

Mr. BLACK: Yes, np to the present time. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I have been 

informed by a resident of the Mackay district 
that the cane is being grown hy Polynesian 
labour; and if that is so, the £50,000 has been 
entirely thrown away. I believe in the central 
mill system, but I do not believe in expend
ing £50,000 on an experiment to prove that 
Europeans can gro'v and tnanufacture sugar 
profitably, when I am informed that ihe thing is 
not being done by Europeans. 

j\fr. BLACK: The mills are not at work yet. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: No douht 

the mills are not at work, but the cane is being 
grown, and I ant infonned that it is being 
grown by Polynesian labour. If such is the case 
our money has been entirely thrown away, n.nd 
I am afraid that in experimenting on a grand 
scale, requiring the expenditure of many 
thousands of pounds--,.as this motion would 
require-we should probably be wasting our 
rnoney in the smne way, if not in a worse way. 
I think the intentions of the hon. member for 
Mulgnwe are good, and that he wi,hes to rlo his 
best for the country, but my opinion of what is 
best for the country is that such experiments 
should be left to private enterprise, and if the 
ores are as profi':>ble as we are led to believe, they 
will certainly be taken np by capitalists, and 
carried out to a successful issue. 

Mr. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,-! take the 
opportunity of referring to a subject of general 
interest-namely, the position of the Yote for 
central sugar-mills, referred to just now by the 
hon. member for Townsville. As hon. members 
know, £.'50,000 was voted by P>trliament to try 
an experiment, which, if successful, will be of 
great advantage to the colony-namely, to prove 
whether European labour is suitable for the 
successfnl production of sugar, commercially 
speaking; and whether it cm1 successfully be 
produced without the assistance of coloured 
labour. The House considered it worth while 
to make the experiment, and I have been watch
ing it with a great deal of interest ; and no one 
will be more pleased than I to find that the result 
of the experiment is succes,ful. The money 
voted, however, is only in com·,,e of expenditure, 
and I think it is hardly right that the experiment 
should be subjected to criticism before it has 
had a fair trial. Two mills are being erected 
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in the Mackay district, involving an expenditure 
of something like £20,000 each, for the repay
ment of which certain farmers have given ample 
security in the shape of all the htnd they possess; 
and thnt security has been accepted by the Gov
ernrnent as sufficient. Those mills will not be 
nt work till some time next year, and then I 
lmve no dnubt that hon. members will be very 
anxious to know whether the terms of the 
contract are being carried out. I think it 
is quite likely that in the case of one of 
the mills the amount of cane grown imme
diately round the mill by the shareholders of the 
mill may prove insufficient to keep the mill 
going. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Cane grown by 
kanakas? 

Mr. BLACK: No; by white labour. And in 
that case, in order to meet their liabilities to the 
Government, they may be under the necessity of 
purchasing cane. But, as a railway goes right up 
to the mill, and cane may be bought from outside 
farmers living at a distance of ten or twelve 
miles from the mill, it is quite possible that such 
cane may not be grown entirely by European 
labour. I think the Hou.se hns no reason to be 
dissatisfied with the experiment so far as it has 
gone. It is being fairly and honestly tried, and 
the farmers are acting in a bon{i fide 111anner ; 
and if the experiment turns out unsuccessful 
it will be a matter of regret, not only for this 
House, but also for the whole colony. 

At 7 o'clock, 
The SPEAKER said: In accordance with the 

sessiunnl order, the private business which has 
been under discussion now, stands adjourned 
until after the consideration of Government 
business. 

REFRESHMENT ROO::VIS COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BLACK brought up the report of the 
Joint Parliamentary Refreshment Hooms Com
mittee, and moved that it be printed. 

Question put and passed, 

PRINTING COMMITTEE. 
Mr. FRASER brought up, on behalf of the 

Chairman, the third report of the Printing Com
mittee, and moved that it be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

THE IMMIGRATION ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL OF 1::>87. 

CoMMITTEE. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the \Vhole to consider this Bill. 

Clame 1-" Construction and short title"
put and passed. 

On clause 2, as follows :-
'nrhe amounts payable to the Agent-General in 

respect of assisted passages shall be those set forth in 
Schedule G to this Act, instead of those set fo1th in 
t'chedule A to the principal Act. And the said Schedule 
A is hereby repealed." 

Mr. BLACK said he thought it was a matter 
for the Committee to consider as to whether~the 
increase from £2 to £8 for males, and from £1 to 
£4 for females, was not too great in the payments 
for assisted pa~sages. 

The PREMIER : That is for nominated 
passages. 

Mr. BLACK said clause 2 stated that the 
arrwunts payable for assisted passages were tho~e 
set forth in Schedule G in the Bill, instead of 
those contained in Schednle A in the principal 
Act. 

The PREMIER: They are double the former 
rates. 

lVIr, BLACK said they were quadruple, 

The PREMIER: No, not for assisted immi
grants ; the hon. member is mixing up assisted 
and nominated. 

Mr. BLACK asked what the amounts were 
under the original Act for assi~ted passage8? 

The PREMIER said they were £2 for males 
and £1 for females under twelve ye;trs of age; 
between twelve and forty, males £4, females, £2; 
between forty and fifty-five, both sexes, £6; and 
over fifty-five, both sexes, £10, 

:Mr. BLACK said : At all events, the question 
of increasing the mtes for assisted or nominated 
passages was a matter for that Committee to 
consider. He was inclined to think that if those 
two schedules passed in their present shape they 
might say that the immigration of the colony 
w::ts virtu::tlly suspended. 

HONOURABLE 11EMBEHS: No. 

Mr. BLACK se~icl the Agent-General had 
received instructions not to send out any free 
immigmnt', and he was very much inclined to 
think that the people of the colony who had 
been availingthemselves of the nominated system 
lately would not be vreparecl to pay, and could 
not pay the sums now proposed. It was a 
matter for consideration whether it was neces
sary to stop immigmtion altogether. If they 
stopped immigration, with their increased loan 
expenditure, he did not know how the in
cre::tsed interest on loan was going to be 
met unless by additional taxation on the people 
already in the colony. They had been depending 
all along upon a steady stream of immigrants 
settling in the countr·y to provide, to a great 
extent, for the increase of revenue necessary to 
meet their additional loan expenditure, and it 
was a serious matter for the Committee to con
sider whether, in the event of that Bill passing 
in its present shape, they were not virtually 
stopping immigration, with the exception, of 
course, of those whose nomination fees had already 
been paid. 

The PREMIER said he thought there could 
be no question at all as to the necessity for an 
alteration in regard to assisted passages. As he 
had pointed out last evening, at the present time
and he thought rightly-no assisted passages were 
granted at all. The system had fallen out of U>e 
altogether at the present rates; but it was a form 
of immigration which might be resumed with 
advantage. It was not likely to go on at existing 
rates at all. 

Mr. NORTON said it was really better 
for the colony to get assisted immigrants 
who paid £2 for their passages than free 
immigTants who paid nothing at all. If the 
selection were properly made at home, it would 
be better to have them than absolutely free 
immigrants. So long as the colony could get 
good immigrants, it was better to get those who 
could pay even a small part of the passage money 
than those who paid nothing at all. If a restric
tion was to be imposed, it wonld be better to 
impose the restriction on the free immigrants, 
and insist upon care being exercised in every case 
so as to prevent that class of people coming out 
that was not wanted. If people who were nomi
nated belonged to the country, and would settle 
on the land, or were single women, well and good, 
but the colony had no right to bring them out at 
a lower cost than the others. 

'I'he HoN. G. THORN said he held somewhat 
the same views on the matter as the hon. member 
for Mackay. He thought it would be a great mis
take to stop immigration, and he belieYed the Bill 
would stop it unless the Minister for Lands got. a 
great many people out under his land-order system, 
and then what were they to do with that land
order system in operation and no land to go on ? 
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He did not know what provision the Minister 
for Lands was making for those whom he was 
going to bring out under his land-order system ; 
he did not know where there was any land open 
in the colony, unless the whole land policy of the 
country was to be reversed. They were biking 
of reversing the land policy inK ew South \V ales, 
and that would be the way to profit here by 
assisted imrnigration. If there was a good Land. 
Act that would be the best immigration Act. He 
was inclined to think that the propo>,ed rates 
were too high; they would get 110 one to come 
from the old country at those rates. 

The MINISTER FOR \VORKS (Hon. C. 13. 
Dutton) said that no doubt very great evils had 
arisen under the assisted immigration regula
tions, as they had frequently been taken advan
tage of by people in England to get rid of the 
most unsatisfactory people in their localities. 
People who were a burden to their own parish
who had been born and bred paupers, and were 
of such a character that they would never be 
anything but paupers-were foisted on immigra
tion agents and inspectors and sent out here, 
so that they would be no more trouble to 
those who l1ad had to provide for them all 
their lives. He thought that, by adding some
thing to the contribution those people had to 
make towards the passage money, it would 
temrto stop those evils. Did the hon. member 
for J<'assifern suppose that men brought out in 
that way were the men who would settle on the 
and? Did he think the change in the land laws 

which he advocated wonld indnce those people 
to settle on tbe land-selling it by auction? It 
would destroy the chance of those who were 
likely to settle on the land if they were to sell 
it by 9,uction or get rid of it in any way like that. 
He did not want to see a stop put to nominated 
passages, b@cause persons brought out in that 
way frequently settled on the land. They 
often had friends and relations here who put 
them in the way of settling, and a<sisted them, 
not only with advice but with money, and he 
believed they were a very valuable class. As to 
assisted immigrants, there was great danger in 
allowing them to come out at too low a rate. 

The Ho:-~. G. THORN said he had said 
nothing about auction, and he was not an advocate 
of auction sales of land, though he thought a little 
might be sold in that way. What he thought was 
that facilities should be given to people from the 
old country and the other colonies to take up 
land, but all the best land in the colony was 
locked up at the present time in thirty years' 
leases and fifteen and ten years' leases
all the lands of the colony that were fit for 
settlement. The late Minister for Lands would 
not dare to contradict that. He (Mr. Thorn) 
knew where all the good land of the colony was, 
and he repeated that none of it was open for 
selection. That was one of the reasons ·why the 
colony was in its present state of indebtedness. 
The Land Act itself had tlll'own the colony ba~k 
five years, and the maladministration of the 
Land Act by the present Minister for \Vorks 
had thrown it back another five years. 

The PREMIER: Say fifteen. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he had no hesitation 
in saying that recent bnd legislation had thrown 
the colony back ten years. It was high time the 
land policy of the colony was reversed. \Vhat 
did they see in l'\ ew South \V ales? One of the 
first acts of the new session of Parliament there 
was to reverse their land policy in order to afford 
facilities to agriculturists to take up land; and 
that was being taken in hand by Mr. Garrett, 
one of the ablest men in New South \Vales. If 
that was to be done in New South \Vales, why 
should it not be also done in Queensland ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he would 
tell the Committee why there was so little avail
able land open for agricultural settlement in 
Queensland. It was owing to people like the 
hon. member for Fassifern and his family and 
others like them who wore here in the early days, 
and who took t~dvantage of the Land Acts of 1868 
and 1876 to get ]JOSsession of the choicest lands 
of the country at a nominal rate, in order to 
prevent settlement. Nor wr,re there any means 
of making such lands available for settlement 
until the Government put a heavy land tax upon 
them. Holders of those lands were grazing stock 
upon them, which were not paying them 2!, per 
cent. on the price the land cost them, but mean
time they were lying in wait for the increased 
value£ which would by-and-by recoup them. 
There were countless thousands of acres of land 
in the colony open for selection, but the vast 
portion of it was beyond the reach of the class of 
settlers under discussion, inasmuch as it was too 
far away from markets. It was the large land
owners who had thrown the country back, and 
the hon. memLer for :Fassrfern was one of them. 

Mr. BLACK said it might be both interesting 
and useful if they diverted the discussion on 
immigration to the land question ; and as the 
matter had been referred to he would ask the hon. 
gentleman how it was that, in direct opposition 
to all his formerly expressed principles, he had 
within the last week or ten days sold no less 
than £20,000 worth of land at Cairns and Towns
ville-land which was not sold to be settled upon 
but for purely speculative purposes? The hon. 
gentleman had always hitherto expressed himself 
in the most uncompromising terms against any 
selling of land. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Was this 
country land or town land? 

Mr. KORTON: The hon. gentleman invents 
towns for the sake of selling land. 

Mr. BLACK asked if the Premier could inform 
the Committee how many land-orders had been 
issued to immigrants since the passing of the 
Act; how many had been registered as having 
been issued by the Agent-General? 

The PREMIER said he knew that a consider
able number of warrants came out by every mail, 
but he could not state the exact number. 

Mr. ADAMt-l mid that, as the Minister for 
·works had introduced the administration of the 
Land Act, it was only right that other members 
should have an opportunity of saying something 
on that question. 

Mr. MURPHY: I rise to a point of order, 
Mr. Fraser. Can the Land Act be discussed on 
the motion at present before the Committee? 

The CHAIRMAN: The question before us is 
the 2nd section of a Bill to amend the Immigra
tion Act. My attention having been called to 
fact that the subject of the Land Act has been 
introduced, I am bound to say that the discus
siOn on it is irregular. 

Mr. ADAMS said the objection ought to have 
been raised sooner. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said that upon the land 
policy of the colony hinged almost entirely their 
immigration system. He was therefore inclined 
to differ from the Chairman's ruling. So inti
mately were the two subjects connected, that 
one could not be discussed without constant 
reference to the other. 

Mr. KORTOK said he agreed with the Chair
man's ruling that they were discussing the 2nd 
clause of the Bill, but as the Bill related to 
immigration, it was surely open to hon. members 
to discuss the question whether assisted immi
grants had opportunities of settling on the land. 
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Mr. ADAMS said he was quite willing to 
leave the Land Act where it was, more espe
cially as the Minister for vVorks had simply been 
touting to the electors by giving them some 
information :;bout the land tax. The hon. 
gentleman sai·1 the hon. member for :Fassifern 
am! his relatives had picked the eyes out of the 
country for their own benefit. If they had had the 
chance of doing that, be (~Ir. Adams) did not 
blame them. But the land tax would not touch 
those gentlemen who had large estates a con
siderable distance away from cities or towns. 
They would be only taxed at the rate of 1d. in 
the £1, and if a man had 500 acres of land 
valued at £1 an acre, he would be able to hold 
it as long as he liked, or until it became more 
valuable, without being taxed. vVhereas if a 
rnan--

Mr. W. BROOKES: I rise to a point of order. 
I would like you, :Mr. l<'raser, to read the 
marginal note attached to the clause under dis
cussion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : That is not a point of 
order. 

Mr. W. BROOKES: 'Vel! then, Mr. :Fraser, 
I submit that the hon. member for Mulgrave is 
not discussing the question before the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
Mulgrave is certainly not discmssing the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. ADAMS said it seemed strange that hon. 
members on his side were not allowed to talk 
about the land tax, after it had been introduced 
by hon. members on the other side; but no doubt 
the subject, coming from the Opposition, would 
be very disagreeable to the Government. Coming 
to the section itself, he would like to know the 
difference between an assisted passenger and a 
nmninated passenger. According to his view, 
nominated passengers were assisted passengers. 
They had friends who had been settled in the colony 
for a considerable time, and when they sent home 
for them, asking the State to assist in paying the 
cost of the passage, they generally placed them 
on the land. He had been in the colony since 
1803, had resided principally in the country 
districts and had seen how those Acts had 
worked, and he could assure hon. members that 
those persons who sent for their friends generally 
sent for them to place them on the soil of the 
country, whereas those who came out from the 
old country free had not sufficient means to go on 
the lands for a considerable time. It was impos
sible for persons to settle on the land at the present 
time, because it was not open to selection. But 
as they were not to trespass on the land question, 
he should say no more about that. For the 
reasons he had stated he thought it would be 
very unwise for them to step in right away and 
raise the rate'! from £2 to £8. If they were to 
have immigration at all he thought the schedule 
should remain as it stood in the principal Act. 
If, on the other hand, they were not to have 
immigration, by all means put on the extra 
amount, but the present was not the time to 
stop immigration. The immigrants sent out 
by the lecturers~by Mr. Randall~had turned 
out an excellent class, and he was very 
glad to see them coming to the colony. In 
the district he had the honour to represent, they 
had each and every one, without exception, 
turned out well ; and some who came out two 
and a-half years ago had alreacly sent home for 
their friends. That showed what they thought 
of the country. He thought the Government 
were to be congrrttulated upon having such an 
excellent officer, who was doing good work by 
sending out such a desirable class of immigrants. 
At the same time he thought it was unwise to 
raise the rates in the schedule to £8, and if the 
question went to a division he should oppose it. 

The HoN. G. THORN said the Minister for 
'Norks had stated that he (Mr. Thorn) was a 
large landholder. 

' Mr. ADAMS rose to a point of order. He had 
not been allowed to discuss the bnd question, 
and therefore he thought no other hon. member 
should be allowed to do so. 

Mr. :YIOI-tEHEAD said the hon. member for 
li'assifern was simply replying to a remark made 
by the Minister for \Vorks, and was quite 
entitled to do so. 

The HoN. G. THOitN said he could tell 
the Minister for 'Vorks that he (Mr. Thorn) 
was not a large landholder. Under the Acts· 
of 18G8 and 187G he did not avail himself 
of half the land he might have taken up. He 
did not think he had taken up a twentieth part 
of what he might have taken up under those 
Acts. He was heartily opposed to the Bill. It 
was quite unnecessary, b<ccause on the reversal 
of the present land policy of the Government 
they would have any number of immigrants pour
ing into the country. Until tlwt reversal took 
place no doubt the Bill was necessary. It was 
quite in keeping with the policy of the Govern
ment~locking up the lands, bringing no 
more people to the colony, and making the 
few who were in it pay all the taxes. 
If the Bill passed he was quite sure it 
would be quickly repealed when the land 
policy of the Government was reversed, as he 
hoped it would be at the next general election, 
when he hoped there would be no side issues, no 
question of a land tax, or anything else, in order 
to send into the House voting machines. 

The PREMIER said it would be more to the 
credit of the hon. member for :Fassifern if he 
studied a subject before talking about it. He had 
told them first of all that there was no land open 
to selection, and that the only way to get plenty 
of people without any trouble. at all-the only 
way of meeting the difficulty~was to adopt the 
system of sale of land by auction. 

The HoN. G. THORN: I did not. 
The PRE:YHER: The hon. member did. The 

fact was he talked so fast that he did not know 
what he said. 

The Ho~. G. THORN: I never mentioned it, 
The PRE~IIER said the hon. member might 

not have said it just then, but he had said it several 
times before. When he talked about the reversal 
of the land policy of the Government, be meant 
doing away with the present unprecedentedly easy 
method of getting land and having sales of land 
by auction; and then having sold all the lands by 
auction there would be plenty to select from, 
which there was not now, and then immigrants 
would pour into the country, and the rates 
might be raised. That was the kind of argument 
the hon. member chqse to make use of. If he 
was opposed to the Bill, why did he not vote 
against the second reading? They were in com
mittee now to consider the details of the measure. 
One hon. member had asked what was the differ
ence between assist er! and nominated immigrants. 
Assisted immigrants was a familiar designation 
that had been in use for the last twenty-five years 
almost. Assistance was given by the Agent
General in England to persons who appeared to be 
suitable persons to be assisted out to the colony, 
but, as he (the Premier) pointed out last night, 
part of the system had fallen into disuse for 
two reasons. :First, because the amount the 
pa<\senger contributed was too small, and 
secondly, be0:1use, to desirable people who wanted 
to come out, it appeared too small--they did not 
care to ask for what they looked upon as pauper 
passages. With respect to nominated immi
gmnts, that was a system by which persons 
resident in the colony could nominate their 
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friends or relatives in Europe to come out here, 
and that system had been very much used, 
so much so that about 2,000 persons had f1CCU

mulatrJd, in England, at the beginning of 
the year, who were entitled to passages, and 
for whom special accommodation had to be 
provided. The denund for passages for that 
class of itnrnigrants was becotning so great 
that the Government decided they might 
fairly a'k the nominors to contribute a larger 
sum than had hitherto been paid. The 
attractions of the colony were great, and 
although they were a most valuable class of 
immigrants, it was thought that the nmninors 
shon!d be called upon to contribute a htrger sum 
to the cost of their introdllction. He hoped hon. 
members would disJuss the 1·eal question. 

Mr. DICKSON said he thought a significance 
had been attaclwrl to the remarks of the hon. 
member for Faso;ifern which they did not bear 
to mnny hon. memben who had heard them. 
Siguifico,nce was attached by the Premier and 
the :Yiinister for \Vorks to the fact that the hon. 
member ad\·oc"ted sale of land by auction, and 
they wished to show their abhorrence of such a 
dreadful system by referring to his remarks in 
the way they had done. He (:Yir. Dickson) had 
supported the Bill, nnd intended to support it, 
on ittl own meritR, because in hi~ tlpinion the 
time had arrived when the scale of immigration 
charges might very fairly be revised. The 
colony had now nrrive:l at such a condition of 
development that those who intended to make it 
their home might very reasonably be asked 
to pay a larger sum to come to it than hereto
fore. He believed abuses had crept into the 
nominated system, by the scale being fixed at 
such a low rate ; ancl ns outstanding obliga
tions in connection with that system would 
take a long time to be discharged, it was therefore 
undesirable that those obligations ·should be 
increased at a loss to the Treasury. He preferred 
consequently to see the rate increased to those 
people who came here in the future. But he 
objected to the statements made by the Premier 
and Minister for \Vorks, that people would not 
settle on the lands of the colony if they were 
allowed to purchase freeholds at auction. 

The PREMIER: I did not say so. 
Mr. DICKSON: The hon. gentleman did 

not say so, but the remarks of the hon. the 
Mini;ter for '\Vorks were to the effect that it 
was only under the leasing clause,; of the Land 
Act of 1884 that anything like extensive settle
ment on the land could be effected. He (Mr. 
Dickson) expressed his entire dissent from that 
view of the case, becau~e he contended that 
immigrants coming to the country should be 
allowed an opportunity, not only to select under 
the leasing provisions of the Act of 1884, but 
that opportunities should also be :cfforded them to 
secure freeholds npon deferred payments. They 
shouid endeavour to encourage settlement by both 
those means. He did not approve of the Premier 
and the Minister for \V arks confining themselves 
to such a narrow interpretation of the Land Act 
as to say that settlement could take place under 
the leasing cl,·,,uses solely. He did not think the 
hon. men1ber for lf'assifern's rmnarks ought to 
have been so ungenerously interpreted, because, 
as he (Mr. Dickson) had alrendy stated, he 
believed the greatest factor in settlement \\·ould 
be a judicious and liber;cl interpretation of the 
Act of 1884, in regard to both its leasehold nud 
freehold clauses. 

Mr. SALKgLD said most members of the 
Committee wonld agree tli<tt it was desirable to 
make an alteration in the rates both for assisted 
and nominated passengers. He was not against 
the proposal, but he hoped the Government would 
see their way to reduce the charge in the case of 

nominated immigrants. He was aware that the 
system had been abused by persons in the other 
colonies getting people here to nominate their 
friends with the intention of bringing them to 
another colony. A gl'ent mctny persons had 
been brought out in thc>t wrty, and thttt accounted 
fol' the statements nutde by the newspapers 
about the number of new arrivals going away 
to the other colonies; and if the payment were 
doubled it wm1ld prevent them to a certain extent. 
.As far as assisted pa.s::;ages were concerned, he 
thought the increase was very necessary. 

Mr. NORTON said he would ask the Premier 
if he intended to continue free immigration ? 

The PRE~IU~R : Yes ; of the present kind. 

Mr. NOR TON said the Agent-General had to 
pass both free and nssisted immigrants, and if 
free immigrants would pay something towards 
their passnges they should be allowed to do 
so. The hon. gentleman said just now that 
sorne were desirous of 1mying part of their 
pns;nge money, but did not like to pay so small 
a sum, bnt it seemed to him desirable that if 
they were willing to pay part of the expense 
of their passage money they ought to be ctllowed 
to do so. The country ought to get as much 
out of them as possible, but if the increase was 
made too grent the consequence mig'ht be that 
many who might otherwise pay would not pay 
but come out as free immigrants. 

The PRE'YIIER said free immigrants were 
those who came direct to the colony without pay
ing any money. They contributed nothing. The 
people who would come as assisted passengers 
were a different clnss altogether. He thonght-he 
had said that during the last two years only six 
assisted pnssengers had come out. The system 
had fallen entirely out of use. The Agent-General 
had not thought right to continue that system, 
considering the hrge number of people who 
wanted to come out under the nominated system, 
or free system. So far as that was concerned the 
hon. member might be quite at ease. The nomi
nated system was quite different from the assisted 
system. 

l'vir. NORTON said he only referred to the 
matter to initiate discussion. He did not attach 
any importance to the assisted immigrant system, 
but he did to the nominated system. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 3, as follows :-
"The amonnts payable by persons desiring to provide 

a, passage to the colony for a friend or relative in Europe 
under the provisions of the ninth section of the Ilfin~ 
cipal Act shall be .thosu set forth in Schedule II to this 
Act. instea .. d of those set forth in t;chednle D to the 
principal Act. And. the said Schedule D is hereby 
repealed." 

The PHEMIER said, pasoing the clause simply 
affirmed the principle that the rates should 
be increased. The amocmt could very properly 
be discussed under the schedule. 

Mr. CHUBB said he would like to ask the 
Chief Secretary if he hnd considered the effect 
of clause 11 of the principal Act in con
nection with that clause 3. As the law stood 
at present under clause 9 of the principal Act 
any person in Queensland requiring a passage 
for a relative or friend in Europe bad to apply to 
the immigration agent, and had to pay the 
m<mey required by the schedule for the nomina
tion of that friend; but under clause 11 of the 
Act it was provided that the immigro,tion agent 
n1ight issne to applicants free passage \varrants 
on ctccount of friends or relatives on the continent 
of Eurupe. But by the Bill it was proposed to 
double the mnount to be paid by nominated pas
sengers. That was to say they were putting 
a heavier burden on persons nominated here, 
and handicapping them in favour of Continental 
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emigrants. I£ they were going to double the 
amount on persons nominated here, they ought to 
make smne change in the 11th f::lection, in regard 
to persons brought over from the continent of 
Europe. 

The PREMIER said he had considered the 
matter. If clause 3 passed, he did not think any 
Government would 11se the powers of the 11th 
section. He did not think they ought to, or, if 
it was used, the htw shoul<l be amended so as to 
provide for a deposit equivalent to the amount 
prescribed in the schedule, less the cost of a 
passage frmn the Continent to England. The 
clause had always been considered discretional. 

Mr. CHUBB said there was this to be said, 
that under the Oth section only agricultural 
people might come out, but under the 11th 
section anyone rnight corne. 

The PRE::\1TER: No; under the Dth anyone 
rrmy cmne. 

Mr. CHUBB said there was no limitation 
under the 11th clause. 

The PRE:\IIER said only by Order in Council. 
There was this ditlerence that under the Uth 
s~ction 1Jersons by going to the irnn1igration 
agent's office and paying the money required 
by the Act acquired an absolute right to the 
persons on whose behalf the money was paid to 
come out, and the Government would be liable 
to an action if they did not bring them out. 

Mr. NORTO~: We had better alter that. 

The PREMIER said that was altered by the 
Act of last year, but it never applied to the 11th 
section. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said it applied 
to the 11th section under the previous Act. 
Unless the ~Ministry made a promise to the Com
mittee that they intended to disapprove of that 
in the future, they should not be allowed to 
increase the amount of nomination fee required 
for immigrants from Great Britain and allow 
Continental immigrants to come in free. The thing 
was ridiculouR. 

Mr. SALKELDsaid he would like to point out 
that the nominated immigr:tnts were the best im
migrants the colony received, 'tnd those who gave 
leasttr<'uble to the Government. He had often gone 
to the immigration depot to see how the work went 
on, and he found that a very large number of the 
nominated passengers had gone to their friends 
within a day or two after their arrival. Their 
hiends cmne to receive them, and took them 
away and provided for them. Another reason 
why that was the best kind of immigration 
was because it walli fa,1nily in1n1igration. \Vhen 
members of a family settled in the colony 
family ties induced other members of the 
family to come and settle around them. He 
believed one of the principal arguments used in 
favour of the village settlement scheme, re
cently discussed, was that it would encou
rage family immigration and that kind of 
settlement. He hoped it would, and he hoped 
that when they got to the schedule the Gov· 
ernment would see their way to reduce the pro
posed rates for nominated pa~sen!J"ers by one-half. 
The amount paid last year by 4,644 nominated 
immigrants was £6,364, and if they doubled the 
rates as was propo,sed, he believed that, while 
they would not get so brge a number of immi
grants of that class, it would also result in lec;s 
loss to the colony. 

Mr. CHUBB said he would like to make his 
point a little clearer. The 9th section of the 
principal Act only g-ave the right of nomina
tion of immigrants from Europe to persons 
who were British subjucts; but the 11th 
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section would allow a person who was not 
a British subject to nominate a friend who 
was not a British subject and have him 
brought out to the colony free. Th;~t ought not 
to be, and the right of nomination ought only 
to be given to British subjects. At present a 
}-,renchlnan, a Gerrnan, or an Austrian resident 
in the colony, and who had not been naturalised, 
could go under the 11th section to the immigra· 
tion agent and say, "I want to bring out my 
friend from Europe." He had nothing to pay, 
and he got a free passage given him which he 
sent home to the friend, and the Agent-General 
had to allow that man a free pa,sage, though he 
was not a naturalised British subject either. On 
the other hand, an Englishman, Irishman, or 
Scotchman, or a naturalised foreigner who 
wished to bring out a friend, had to go under the 
Oth section and get his nomination passed and 
pay the nomination fee, which according to the 
schedule in that Bill would be double what it 
used to be. If they passed the schedule to the 
Bill prm·iding for the increased payments, they 
should certttinly either repeal the 11th section of 
the Principal Act or modify it in some material 
wa,y. 

'fhe PHEMIER said he was disposed to think 
tlutt the 11th section ought to be repealed. He 
did not remember having been asked to sanction a 
nomination under the 11th section during the 
time he was in charge of the office. 

Mr. CHUBB: Five hundred and twenty-six 
came out in 1886. 

The PRE:YIIER said he did not remember 
being asked to sanction any by the immigration 
agent. 

The HoN .• J. M. 1\IAClWSSAN said he sup· 
posed the Minister had given a general approval, 
under which the immignttion agent acted. 

The PREMIER : That must be the way in 
which it was done. 

The Hoc-!. J. M. MACROSSAN: The 11th 
section should be repealed. 

The PREMIER : I think so too. 

Mr. NOitTON said there had been some dis· 
cussion about that 3rd clause last night, and 
it appeared to be the general opinion that 
the scale should not be raised. He thought 
alsu there was room for amendment in the 
clause and the older class should be altered, 
as he thought the age stated-fifty-five-was too 
high. 

Mr. MELI,OR said every hon. member ap· 
peared to be "atisfied that the majority of the 
n01ninated innnigrants were the best irnmigrants 
they got, and under the circumstances he thought 
it best to leave the nominated passengers alone, 
and make no alteration with respect to them. 

The PRE:Y[IER said he did not agree with 
the hem. member. As a matter of fact many of 
the poorest people who came out were nominated 
passengers. He read regularly the reports of the 
despatching officer, and a great many people 
who t.tme out as nominated passengers were 
very poor, and of poor physique, and yet they 
could not be rejected. 

Mr. NOR TON: Why not ? 

The PRK:'.llEEt said it would be very hard to 
reject them, becaui'e a friend in the colony went 
aml paid down the money ltnd got the passage war
mnt for them, and sent it home, and they had then 
often to wait six or nine months for a passage. 
To reject those people at the last moment after 
thev had sold up all their things, and gone 
down to Black wall to embark, would be very hard. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: It would be Crt1el. 
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The PREMIER: Yes; as the hcm. member 
said, it would be a cruel thing to do. It had to 
be done sometimes ; though, when it was done, 
the Agent-Genera 1 had usually taken it upon 
himself to pay the passage of the intending 
emigrant back to the place from which he came. 
He thought they ought, in fairness to themselves, 
to ask a higher sum of monev, and he believed they 
would get it. He recognised the advantitge of 
thatsysternof immigration, bntithad been abused. 
The principal abuse was that persons coming ont 
under that system had gone to the neighbour
ing colonies as soon as they arrived. Another 
way in which it had been abused was, that it had 
been made a trade of in England. Persons there 
had undertaken to procure nominated passen
gers, and paid persons in the colony a com
mission to nominate them. That was stopped a 
good deal by the Orders in Council, and by 
requiring the person nominating an im1nigrant 
to satisfy the immigTation agent that he was per
sonally acquainted with the person whom he nomi
nated. Only that day a case came under his notice. 
A woman and her husband came from }~ngland 
about the end of last year, and shortly afterwards 
the lmsband died. Application was made to the 
Governn1ent to send the won1an borne again, and 
inquiries were made as to how they came out. 
It was found that thev were nominated by a 
well-known Civil servant, who was invited to say 
what he knew about the woman ; but the only 
explanation he (the Premier) had seen up to the 
present time-he had called upon the officer in 
question for a further explanation-was that 
some lady in England who interested herself in 
charitable work, especially in emigration, had 
written to him requesting him to nominate these 
persons. It was probably a very convenient way 
of getting rid of them out of the parish in which 
they resided. That sort of thing had been stopped 
to a great extent, but still there were great 
abuses under the nominated system. The matter 
had been fully considered, and he thought the 
rates might safely be raised, though there was 
room for doubting whether the proper '"mount 
had been named or not. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he had 
no reason to doubt what the Premier •<aid 
about the physique of the nominated immigrants 
coming to the col0ny, but it seemed very 
strange that they were inferior to the others. 
It was a well-known fact that a very large propor
tion of the immigrants who left Great Britain 
for the United States and Canada had their 
passages paid by their friends in America, which 
was the same as the nominated system here. 
More than half of the Irish immigrants had 
their passages paid by their friends in America, 
and it was very strange that the few coming· 
to Queensland under the same conditions should 
be so inferior to the other immigrants. There 
must be something wrong in the working of 
the system, because those who went to America 
were grand fellows as far as physique was 
concerned ; at any rate, he could not understand 
why all the good ones should go to America and 
all the bad ones come to Queensland, under 
similar systems. 

The PREMIER: They have to pay a good 
deal more to go to America. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said a 
little more had to be paid for them than was 
proposed in the Bill, but steerage passengers 
were taken to the United States and Canada for 
30s. and upwards. 

Mr. P ALJ\IER said the last report on lunatic 
asylums showed an increase of 17~ per cent. last 
year on the number of inmates the year before, 
and in 1885 the increase was 10 per cent. over 
the previous year. He did not know whether the 
increase could be traced to the source suggested 

by the explanation given by the Premier ; but 
it was a serious question to consider the source 
they came from, and to what extent the increase 
was due to the people who arrived as immigrants. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the 
people who nominated immigrants should he held 
responsible for the persons they nominated. 

The PRE:VIIER : A very good rule. 
Jliir. MAC'FARLANE "aid hP at first thoutrht 

the amonnt for a nominated passenger sho;ild 
be less than that for an assisted passenger, but 
nc1w he thought it would be mistake to make 
anv difference between +.he twn, It was well 
kn.own that cluring the late drought complaints 
were made by the working classes as to the over
supply of tradesmen ; and if the rates for nomi
nated passengers were made less than those for 
assisted passengers more tradesmen than were 
requisite would still be lJrought out, and the 
consequence would he a further outcry. Another 
thing was that they had no power over nominated 
immigrants; but the Agent-General or officer at 
home would Le able, in the case of assisted passen
gers, to choose only such labourers and tradesmen 
as were required in the colony. And it must be 
borne in mind that it was not proposed to do 
away with the free immigration of agricultural 
labourers and domestic servants. The object of 
the Bill was to obtain a superior class of immi
grants--people who would not come free, but 
would cnme if part of their passage money were 
paid; and it would be a mistake to alter the rates 
either in Schedule G or Schedule H. 

Jliir. CHUBB said that if the schedule in the 
principal Act corresponded with the section 
under which immigrants were brought out as 
nominated immigrants, it would have been 
impossible for the Civil servant referred to by 
the Premier to nominate those people, becau"e 
the section only allowed the nomination of 
immigrants by their friends or relatives. If the 
schedule were amended so a" to require the appli
cant to state what relation he was, ''r to state 
that he was a friend, that would meet such a 
case. 

The PREMIER said they did not allow any 
applications at all now unless that was done. 

Clause put and passed. 

On clause 4, as follows :-
"Any })erson who arrives in the colony under the 

provisions of the seventeenth section of the principal 
Act. or as a free, assisted, 01' nominated immigrant, 
having previously resided in any of the Australian 
colonies, shall be gnUty of a misdcmcanonr, and shall 
be lia.ble on conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty 
pounds, with or without imprisonment for any period 
not exceeding t\vclve 1nonths. 

1
' In any prosecution nnder this section the averment 

in the information that any person named therein 
arrived in the colony under the provisions of the 
seventeenth section of the principal Act, or a':l a free, 
nominated, or a~sisted immignmt, shall. upon proof of 
his actual arrival in the colony, be sufficient evidence 
of the fact thnt he arrived under the provisions of the 
aforesaid section, or as a freF, nominated, or assisted 
immigrant, as the case may be, until the contrary be 
shown." 

Mr. CHUBB said it would be quite sufficient 
to have the pena.lty. As the Bill stood the 
offence must be trierl in the Supreme or District 
Court and a long time might elapse before the 
case would be heard, and it would be better if 
the penalty were recoverable before justices of 
the peace. 

The PREMIER moved that the clause be 
amended by the omission of the words "guilty of 
a misdemeanour and shall be,'~ in the 4th line, 
and by the insertion of the word ''summary" 
before" conviction," in the 5th line. 

Amendment agreed to. 
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The PREMIER said that the word "penalty" 
was commonly used in cases of summary convic
tion, and he proposed to further amend the 
clause by the omission of the word "fine" in 
the 5th line, with the view of inserting the 
word "penalty." 

Amendment agreed to ; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

The PREMIER moved the insertion of a new 
clause to follow clause 4 of the }~ill, as follows :

The 11th section of the principal Act anrl Form 2, 
ScheduleD, are hereby repealed. 

Mr. DICKSON said that was a matter that 
required very full consideration. He thought 
when they took into consideration the matter 
mooted by the hon. member for Bowen mn,ny 
hon. members would arrive at the conclusion 
that it was only right for the same justice to 
be dealt to immigrants from Europe which was 
dealt out to their fellow-countrymen. They still 
retained under clause 7 of the principal Act the 
systerr1 of free iminigTation in connection \Vith 
domestic servants an~l farm labourers. He was 
apprehensive that if the 11th section were re
pealed, so far as Continental immigration was 
concerned, it would wholly stop it, and that 
would be a very serious matter for the country. 
He looked upon the German immigrants as 
a very excellent class to settle on the lands 
of the colony ; and they had done a great 
deal to reclaim the wilderness, and bring it 
into a state of cultivation, and it was a matter 
that should not be lightly dealt with. So lonf( 
a;; they retained the free immigration from 
Great Britain for certain classes of their own 
countrymen, seeing the free immigration from 
the continent of Europe had acted so bene
ficially they ought not to shut the door against it. 
He was inclined to vote against that clause, as 
it would undoubtedly have the effect, under the 
revised scale of nominated passengers, of stop
ping a large number who would otherwise come 
to the colony, which was very much to be 
deplored. The impression of smne members 
of the Committee was that they would be 
placing Gerrnan imn1igrants on D, par with 
British immigrants, hut that was not so ; and 
1f that clause would stop the introduction of 
German immigrants here, he thou::ht they ought 
to be very careful in considering it. 

Mr. 1Ic:NIASTER said he would certainly 
object to a clause that would prevent German 
immigrants from coming here on the same foot
ing as the British, if they chose to do so. He 
would not give them any privilege which did not 
extend to their own countrymen ; but he cer
tainly would object to Germans being debarred 
altogether from coming as colonists. He thought 
the knowledge the Committee possessed of the 
Germans who had settled amongst them-some 
of them having been colonists of many years' 
standing-tended to show that those people had 
proved themselves to be as good colonists as an:>· 
persons they could possibly import into the colony, 
and he should be very sorry to see them debarred 
frorn con1ing. Hon. rnen1bers \Vere working 
somewhat in the dark, as they harl not got 
the Act, and they did not know exactly what 
the effect of the amendment would be. He 
thought it desirable they should he made 
aware of the effect of the amendment on innni
gration from the Continent, more particularly 
from Germrmy. 

The PREMIER said the 11th section of the 
principal Act provided that the immigration 
:_;gent, with the approval of the ::\Iinister, might 
Issue free passage warrants for norninated 
passenger,, from the Continent during the 
suspension of direct immigration to Queens
land from the continent of Europe. The idea, of 

course, was that a passage from the Continent to 
London was equivalent to the amount paid here 
in the case of other immigrants. He did not 
think it would have the effect of restricting or 
;;topping immigration from Europe, and he would 
be very sorry if it did. 

Mr. CHUBB said he should like to say that 
under the 11th section of the principal Act, 
which it was now proposed to repeal, foreigners 
in Queeusland got a warmnt from the immigra
tion agent here, and sent it home. The Agent
General was bound to give the person nomi
nated a free passage, so that there was no way 
of getting out of the difficnlty, provided they 
complied with the regulations. All the other 
sections of the Act remained in force. Under 
the 7th section he might have a free passage 
granted to him by the Agent-General, or he 
might be nominated under the 9th section the 
same as anyone from Great Britain ; and he 
might come under the 15th section; he was 
ex>tctly on the same footing. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he hoped no restriction 
would be placed on immigrants from the con
tinent of Europe. Among our very best colo
nists had been the Germans. They were the 
first to settle on the land, and they had been the 
least expense to the country generally. They 
were a particularly law-abiding people, and, 
taken as a whole, they were less before the courts 
of the colony than any other people in it. He 
would be exceedingly sorry to see any restriction 
placed on their coming, and he would like to see 
them treated exactly as if they were our own 
countrymen and women, so that they could come 
as unrcstrictedly as if they were British people. 

Mr. MURPHY asked if our own countrymen 
would have to pay while foreigners con ld come in 
free? 

The PREMIER : If this clause is not put in 
they will. 

Mr. MURPHY: And if this clause is put in 
they cannot. 

The PHEMIER: No. 
Mr. MURPHY : Then I agree with the 

clause. 
lVIr. MOREHEAD said he understood from 

the remarks of the hon. memberfor JY1aryborough, 
Mr. Sheridan, that the hon. member wished to 
give preference to the Gern1ans over our own 
countrymen. ~ow, as he (Mr. Morehead) had 
fre'luently stated, he distinctly objected to Ger
mans or any other nationality having preference 
over the inhabitants of the British Islands. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he merely wished 
immigrants from the continent of Europe to be 
placed on exactly the same footing as if they 
were British people, 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would say, as he 
had said before in the House and Gut of it, that 
they ought to exhaust the British Islands before 
they went further afield. As the hon. member 
for the V alley and other hon. member;; said the 
other night, they had as good people in the 
British IHlands, and people as willing to come 
ont, as there were abroad; and he did not see 
why he ur any other member of the community 
"hould l·e taxed to bring foreigners to the 
country when they could get their own flesh and 
blood, an cl their own kith and kin. 

The PRE::YliEU said he wished to amend the 
new clause he had propo>'ed. Form No. 2 in 
Schedule B to the principal A et provided for 
special certificates when passage warrants were 
issued to Continental immigrants, and on con
sideration he saw they would be very useful-a 
certificate from the burgomaster or chief magis
trate of the town, a doctor's certificate, and a 
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declaration by the immigrant, which were very 
necessary. He proposed, therefore, to withdraw 
the new clause he had moved, and substitute the 
following :-

The 11th section of the principal Act is bereby 
repealed. But any person residing on the continent of 
Europe, on account of whom a pn..ssage warrant is 
issued, mn::;:t produce to the Agent-General a certificate 
in Form No. 2 of ScheduleB to the principal Act. 

New clause put and passed. 
Clause 5 passed as printed. 
On Schedule G, as follows :-

"SCALE OF PAYMENTS FOR ASSISTED PASSAGE~. 

"" " "" §er) " "'~ -<Ji "" "" "' "il ""' 1:?~ "" .,..;>h 
Sex. o:-, +" >-<~ 

pf3 0"' "'" ~,., 

"" "~ ~~ ~'0 ~'g 
""" o" 
""" ~" """ >'i cq «< £ £ £ 

Male 4 8 12 
Female ... 2 4 12 

The PREMIER 'moved the omission of the 
word "five" in the 2nd column. 

Mr. NORTON said he would suggest that the 
column should be left as it was, and that the last 
column should be left out. 

The PREMIER : I am inclined to accept that. 
Mr. NORTON said what he proposed was to 

allow the first two columns to remain as they 
were, but to leave out the last column, so that all 
persons over the age of forty-five would have 
to pay the full amount of passage money. 

The PREMIER said it occurred to him that 
a man bringing out his family might very likely 
be over forty-five. Perhaps it would be better 
to let the age remain as it had been hitherto-
between forty and fifty-five. 

Mr. NOR TON: Make it apply only to the 
case of families. 

The PREMIER said the Agent-General would 
see to that. The Agent-General need not approve 
anyone unless he chose; so perhaps it had better 
stand as before. 

Amendment agreed to; and schedule, as 
amended, put and passed. 

On Schedule H, as follows :-
''ScALE OF PAYDiENTS FOR NOMINATED PASSAGES. 

Between From From Fifty-five one and twelve to forty and and Sex. twelve forty. under upwards. years. fifty-five. 

----1-------
£ £ £ 

The fu 11 
M ale "' 4 8 12 amount of 

passage 
Female ... 2 4 ,12 money. 

The PREMIER (after moving verbal amend
ments in the headings of two of the columns) 
said he gathered from the discussion that the 
rates proposed were thought rather too high, 
and he was disposed to think so too. At present 
the rates were-For children between one and 
twelve years, £1 each, male or female ; between 
twelve and forty, £2 and £1 ; and from forty 
to fifty-five, £4 each. He thought it would be 
better to double the present rates. He therefore 
proposed to omit after "male" the figure "4," 
with the view of inserting the figure "2." 

Mr. CHUBB said he was of opinion that the 
first column might be left at the old scale, and 
the others increased. Children under twelve 
years of age would be a desirable acquisition 
to the colony. 

'rhe PREMIER said that sometimes they got 
a nomination of ten children, six or seven of whom 
were under twelve years; and they cost £8 or £9 
each. He did not think the State ought to pay tile 
passages of very large families of young children. 

Mr. Mc::VJ:ASTER said that was a class of 
immigration they ought to encourage. They did 
not want old people. 

The PREMIER : If you bring out younger 
parents, they will have just as many children 
afterwards . 

Mr. MoMASTER said that if the children 
were strong and healthy he should be inclined 
to allow all of them under twelve to come out 
free. It was often a strain upon a man's purse, 
after buying the outfit for his children at home, 
to get them out to the colony; and it was most 
desirable to encourage that class of immigrants
more especially when, as had been admitted by 
the Chief Secretary, people who might almost be 
said to be taken off the streets were being nomi
nated by charitably disposed individuals at home, 
in order to save them from being sent ultimately 
to the poorhouse and becoming a burden on 
the ratepayers. It wonld be far better to have 
children brought out while they were young; they 
would grow up into most nseful colonists, and if 
he had any say in the matter he would let all 
children under twelve come out free. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. member for 
the Valley evidently wanted to swell the vicious 
electoral basis of the Premier. It was a metro
politan dodge which, he felt sure, the Committee 
would see through. 

Mr. SALKE:LD said he was of opinion that 
the increased scale proposed in the schedule was 
quite low enough for children under twelve. 
Children from twelve to eighteen or twenty years 
of age were of far more use to the colony than 
children of three, four, or five years of age. The 
new scale, for females under twelve years, which 
was twice that of the old one, seemed to him 
to be about a fair thing. 

On motion of the PREMIER, further amend
ments were made in the schedule, which was 
agreed to as follows :-

n SCALE OF PAYMENTS FOR NOMINATED PASSAGES. 

1 Between I '-"rom From F'ft 
1 one and ' forty and '1 Y-five 

Sex. I twelve I twelve to under and 
years. forty. fifty five. upwards. 

-----£--,--£ ---£--=-= 
Male 2 I 4 amount of 

passage 
Female... 2 8 money. 

The House resumed ; the Bill was reported 
with amendments, the report was adopted, and 
the third reading of the Bill made an Order 
of the Day for to· morrow. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that you do now leave the chair, and that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, to further consider the Supply to be 
granted to Her Majesty. 
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THE RABBI'r QUESTION. 
Mr. MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,-! put a 

notice of motion on the paper for yesterday to the 
following effect : That on the motion being made 
that the Speaker do leave the chair, and the 
Honse resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider Supply, I should "call atten
tion to the rabbit question and its great 
national importance." Now, sir, I think in 
the wording of this motion that it is· a ques
tion of vast national importance. It is a 
question that every member in this House 
and every member in the community should 
well think over and study. The invasion of this 
pest into this colony will be simply a national 
disast<lr, and I hope, sir, that every member of 
this House will have so much patriotism in him 
that he will listen to what I have to say upon 
the subject. I am on]y sorry, sir, that the 
question has fallen into the hands of one who 
is so unable to put it in its best light before the 
House and before the country. I know, sir, 
that I shall be subjected to a great deal of 
ridicule by some members in this House, and by 
many men out of the House, .for bringing up 
this question. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: No, no! 
Mr. MURPHY: I know ridicule has been 

cast already to a great extent upon one hon. 
member of this House who persistently brought 
the matter under notice. History repeats itself, 
sir, and in the colony of New South Wales, 
in which this pest at the present moment amounts 
to a national disaster, the history there is that 
when Mr. Quin, then a member of the Parlia
ment of thitt colony, first brought the matter 
before that Assembly he was subjected to a good 
deal of ridicule. But, sir, the gentleman who 
was loudest in his laugh when Mr. Quin first 
mentioned that matter is the gentleman whom 
the irony of fate has called upon to deal with 
this very business-that is Mr. Abigail, the 
present Minister for Mines. That gentleman 
who laughed so loudly at Mr. Quin on that 
occasion is now the one who has to find the 
money and the brains, and devise means to fight 
·with this enemy. Having drawn the attention 
of the House to the subject I wish to discuss, I 
will point out shortly what has been done in 
New South vVales with regard to this pest, 
and the result of it. On the 14th April, 1883, 
an Act was passed for the abatement of the 
rabbit nuisance, and I will give a d.swne of that 
Act, to show the steps that were taken there for 
the abatement of the nuisance. The measure, 
sir, was framed on the recommendations of 
persons who were interested in this ques
tion-squatters, farmers, and others, whose 
runs and holdings were infested by this pest. 
It was done, of course, with the intention of 
ridding the country of the nuisance. The Act 
providedforits own administration, and this was 
raised bv an annual assessment on the owners of 
cattle to" the amount of l!d. per head, or 12s. 6d. 
per hundred on cattle, and ld. per head, or :JOs. 
per thousand on sheep. The assessment was to be 
placed to the credit of a special account called the 
rabbit account. From this were to be paid all 
subsidies, expenses, and salaries to the amounts 
authorised by the Act. It was declared, how
ever, that in the event of the amount being in
adequate it should be subsidised from the funds 
of the State, and that money should be voted 
annually by Parliament. Such appropriations 
were to be subsequently recouped to the general 
revenue from which they were drawn, when
ever it happened to be in funds, which, under the 
present state of the country, will never happen, 
unless they adopt some different means of 
:lestroying the pest. The subsidy was paid in 
the following manner :-Every man employed 

upon a station as a rabbiter has to produce to the 
owner the skin of every rabbit destroyed. The 
owner upon the production of the skin pays the 
man what he has earned according to the rate 
agreed upon by the rabbiter. The man gives 
a receipt, which sets forth that he has received 
so much • for so many rabbits killed by him 
on the run in question, whatever the number may 
be. The receipts are signed in the presence of a 
witness. The rabbit inspector visits the run, 
coun~s the skins and destroys them, and gives 
the owner a certificate that upon a certain date 
he destroyed so many skins upon the holding. 
The owner produces the receipts which he obtained 
from the rabbiter, and the inspector examines 
them, compares them with the entry of the journal 
which the owner is compelled to keep, and after 
satisfying himself as to the genuineness of the re
ceipts, initials them. Then application for subsidy 
is rnade to the officer of the Itabbit Branch, who 
has to be furnished by the owner with a certificate 
from the inspector, and a statutory declaration 
that he has expended so much in the destruction 
of the rabbits during the period for which he 
claims. The officer examines the receipts, 
sees that the number destroyed corresponds 
with the number given by the inspector, and 
having found that the work has been done 
properly, payment is recommended. Now, 
I must ask hon. members to bear with me, 
because it will be necessary, in order to illus
trate my argument, to read rather copiously from 
some New South Wales journals of a tour 
taken by the present Minister for Mines in 
New South vVales for the purpose of seeing with 
his own eyes what was actually going on in 
the rabbit-infested district. A reporter from the 
Sydney Morni71{! Hemld and one from the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph accompanied that gentleman, and, 
although it may be wearisome to hon. members 
to listen to, I hope they will remain here and 
listen. I know many hon. members are very 
much inclined to shirk this subject, and it is a 
very disagreeable one. Studying the subject has 
made me feel very, very sad indeed, to think 
that such a pest is coming down upon us 
which is so difficult to destroy, and so difficult 
to devise means to corn hat it; to see what 
enormous amounts of money have been spent 
in the neighbouring colony, and to find that 
after all the expenditure has been of little avail ; 
that the wrong way has been taken. I want 
hon. members to listen to me, because the facts 
that I shall read will show the present state 
of New South vV ales, and the conclusions of 
people who have studied this question. I will 
read the 18th section of the Rabbit Destruction 
Act of New South Wales, because it contains 
the pith of the whole Act, so that hon. members 
may know exactly what they are doing. It 
provides:-

" If the owner of any land can prove to the satisfac· 
tion of the Minister thnt he has done all in his power 
required by this Act to exterminate the rabbits upon 
such hnd. and that he is willing to do all such things 
and to take all such steps as may be necessary in the 
opinion of the Minister, then the Minister, subject to 
the conditions of regulation as to price, and the cost 
of such work, shall authorise such payment to such 
owner from time to time of a sum of money not exceed
ing three-quarters of the total cost incurred by such 
owner on and about such work, of such sums and such 
payments as the Minister shall think fair and reason
able." 

Now, I will read an article from one of the 
Sydney morning papers bearing upon this 
matter. It is an article from the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph of 19th August, 1887, and it is 
headed "The Problem of the Far West," and 
written by one of the reporters taken by Mr. 
Abigail on his tour. I must remark that New 
South Wales has a Land Act dividing the 
country into divisions, and that their Central 
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didsion does not run in the same way as the 
line of our Central division runs on the maps 
hanging on the wall. It runs in an exactly 
opposite way. vVell, this gentleman says:-

" The present state of things ])revailing tbronglwnt 
the greater portion of the vast territory beyond the 
western boundary line of the Central di\Oiision cu1not 
possibly be continued much longer. It is only mving to 
the public ignorance that it is tolera,tcd now. ·when 
once the countl·y realis"o;;; the true position of nffairs lu 
these regions, a change will be demanded in a tone of 
voice which representative Governments never dare to 
disregard. It is not too much to say that l\'mV South 
·wales would be in a far better position to-day if the 
major })art of her far western terrttory had never 
belonged to her. At prese1lt she is holding it at a 
price which is absolutely ruinous, and unless this is put 
a stop to by some means which I have not yet seen 
made public, the ultimate result "'ivill be most scrions to 
contemplate. It is already eating into the consolidated 
revenue at a 1·ate which the general tn.xpayer has not 
the slightest notion of; and if this goes on, it is only a 
matter of time 'vhen it will cost us more to kt·ep our 
·western division than the rest of the colony \Vill be 
able to earn. 

"I have not the slightest dou1Jt that this will be 
considerell by many of my readers as an extraYagant 
statement----perhaps as the n1ere wantonness of pc-..si~ 
mistic hyperbole. Yery probably I "'ivould have jumped 
to the same comfortable conclusion myself had I heard 
a similar statement made a month or two ago. Sinec 
then, however, it has come in my way to make a 
careful investigation into the conditions of settlement 
in the Far Western territory, the result of which has 
convinced me that the case as I have just stated it is 
one of absolutely demonstrable fact. In company "'iYith 
the Ministers for Mines and Justice I have just accom
plished an extended journey through the Far \rc.,t ·with 
the view of obtaining information regarding the rabbit 
question, and testing by personal observation the nature 
of the ravages which this pest was alleged to be com
mitting. 

"During this tour I ha Ye had an opportunity of inquir
ing into the whole question of \i\'"estern settle1nent, and 
testing, in the light of what I saw with my own eyes, 
the value of the information obtained. 'rhe essence of 
all these facts I now propose to place before the readers 
of the Daily Telegraph, and I "'iVill a~k them to snspend 
their judgment as to the gravity of the problem of the 
Far West until my series of articles on the question is 
complete. 

"1Vhat I am setting out to prove is this: That 
under present conditions almost the whole of our 
1Vestern territory is, instead of being any snpport to 
the financial strength of the colony, a ruinous and 
daily increasing downdrag which, unlet."' matters are 
speedily altered, will cause a serious state of national 
embarrassment.'' 
This letter is written by a gentleman specially 
sent to report, and who had special opportunities 
of arriving at all the facts stated in theRe articles. 
The two reporters got their information from the 
lessees of all the stations as they went along, from 
the rabbit inspectors, and from men who were 
rabbiting thernselve'"'; so that there can be no 
question as to the genuineness of the facts dioclnsed 
in these papers. I will quote now from article 
No. IlL, from the same paper, of 20th August, 
1887. He says, referring to a gentleman (Mr. 
Quin), whom I just now mentioned as being the 
first man to introduce the rabbit C[Uestion into 
New South Wales:-

"About six years ago a pastoral rcprcsentath-e, fre:<Jh 
from the western wilds, was selectecl by the Parkt'<.;
Robertson Government to move the adoption of their 
Address in Reply to the Governor's Speech. 'rhis ·was 
:1-Ir. Quin, then the newly-clcctccl member for lVcut
"'ivorth. 'l'he speech which :\Ir. Quin made ou that 
occasion is a matter of history. It gave the first warn
ing of the approach of an enemy with "'iYhich the 
pastoral indu~try of the l~ar 'Vest has now to prepare 
for a mortal grapple. ::\ir. Quin eXJH'Cb"-Cd regret that 
the Ministerial programme as then propounded did uot 
include a Bill for the extermination of rabbits. The 
House laughed at }lr. Quin. And one ironical cachtn
nation sounded high above the general titter. It 
came from the ruck of the Ministerial supporters where 
sat "Ur. Abigail, and it was followed by a sugger;tion 
from the same quarter that Mr. Quin should go ftuthcr 
and propose a Bill to exterminate fieas. In this manner 
was received the first public announcement that the 
rabbit had seriously inv>eded New South Wales. 

~'Quite ignm·ing this invasion, the Government snc4 

ceoding the Parkes-llobertson coRlition fr~Lmed its new 
Land Bill. It was llclshazzar'R folly oyer again. l\Ir 
Qnin's writinp; on the lJtlli1 ical wall wa1; understood 
bv no one. \Yhilc the rabbit was like the ::\Icdo and 
t.iie Persian, swarming into tllo country from botl1 the 
south and the wef't and taking posst·ssion of it, we 
\vent on fucdiog our ima,;inations with the dreams of 
fabnlons rents that the pastoral territory could be 
made to yield us under the ne\Y Act. 'l'he pastoralists 
themselvc.:.> arc, more than anybody else, to blame for 
this. The tremendous prices paid for the good-will of 
\Vestcrn rnns and the money sunk in exverimental 
improvements, placed a fictitious Yalne upon the land 
in the ev-es of the public, to \vhich the extravagant 
estimateS of the present Act are mainly to be attri~ 
bntcd. 

"The squatters ae~epted the new Act, ho\vcver, with 
eagerne~3, and on wtnt the dance. 1\-Iemnvhile, the 
\V::trning that "Jlr. Quin had sounded three years before 
began to be loudly repeated from other quarters, and 
eYcntually the country \Yoke up to tile fact that the 
rah bit iu va.:.ion \Vas n reality. In 1883 a Bill to cope 
with the nuisance was brought in. On the first of -:\fay 
of the sam+' ~~ear it assumed Lhe form of law, and along 
with their new Land Act the squatters had also pre
sented to them a new Rabbit Act. Both were to a very 
great extolJt measures of their own choosing. rrhe 
l~abbit Act e~peciall.r \Vas framed almost entirely from 
recommendations maUe by din;0t representatiYes of 
the pastoral intmY,>;t. Instead of beh1g an Act for the 
destruction of rabbits, however, it has simply turned 
out to beau Act to enable the squatter and the State 
to mntnally ruin caeh other. The rabbit thrives under 
it while the State beg-gars the squatter, and the squatter 
retaliates with financial havoc upon the State. 

"This is the condition of affairs now actually prevail
ing, and it is this which has now brought the prob
lem of the Far \Vest to a head. The rabbit has now 
got such a footing in many portions of the l!1ar \.Yest 
that the cost of dislodging him by any method so far 
tried is found to cnormou3ly exccecl the value of the 
land. Talw one instance. Just this side of the Darling 
there is a run of close on a million acres, owned by a 
Victorian proprietary. From these blocl(s we expected 
to ~et nncler tl'le present Land Act £:),000 a year. The 
present subsidy paid by the State for rabbit destruction 
on this run is at the rate of £2,),000 a year, ·while the 
owners lutve to pay a1Jout double their rent as their 
share of the cost." 
I call hon. members' particular attention to this: 
The State is receiving £3,000 a year from this 
run in the shape of rent and they are expending 
£215,000 a year upon it in the destruction of 
rabbits; while whtt the owners pay is in addi
tion again to that. 

"\rhat it means is ruin to both parties if persisted 
in. Despite this expell(Utnre the rab1Jits are rapidly 
increasing on tl.c rnn. EYCll by paying the occupiers a. 
bonus of £2:tOOO a year, 1vhich we arc doing im;tearl of 
cl.eman{Ung anythin.~ from them in the shape of rent, 
the_:,· are not able to work the run and keep down the 
rabbits. 'l'his is only ono case eitcd for illustrat,ion's 
sake, bnt lJelore eoncluding- I llo)Jc to be able to place 
before the public the total r...:nts received nnder the 
J.AllHl A et of lSS 1· from the infest ea country and the 
total amount handed bn \~k to the lessees und.er the 
Rabbit Act of 18::3:~{. \Yllen it is remembered that the 
area of the infe;;;;ted country is rapidl.\" extcnd.ing, and 
the ralJhits npon it arc increasing, it will then be seen 
that I haYc made no rash statement in saying that if 
the yresen t state of thing's goes on it will soon cost us 
more to keep OHl' ·western divi.;ion than the rest of the 
colony i:-) able to earn." 
Kow, sir, I think I am quite justified in going on 
quoting from these articles, though it may weary 
hon. member,,, because it is the most reliable 
information we have been able to glean from 
the% rabbit-infested districts. This information 
is fnr more '. ,tluctble than we could obtain by 
sending a dozen co,nmissioners from Queens
land to report upon the subject, and we may 
learn more from these reliable reports than by 
any other means it is possible to devise. Here is 
an extract from the Sydney Daily Telegraph of 
23rd August, 1887 :---

"The "rar against the rabbit was entered upon with 
a light heart, whiell arose from ignorance as to the 
natnre of the undertaking. It 'vas by no means in
ten!led to develop any such state of things as that 
which it has brought about. The countty never for a 
moment imagined that it was creating a standing army: 
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la1·gcr and more expensive than our Dermancnt military 
force, to gum·d the runs of the western lessees. rrhc 
intention was simpl,\' to exterminate t.hc rabbit 11est oft
hand and he done with it. Ccrtailll\· no one dreamt of 
ma,king rabbit repre~'5ion the enormOus and permanent 
charge upon the public revenue that it has since 
become. 

"·rhe wofnl mistake which the countrv then made 
is due in great measure to the difliculty mns~t uninitiated 
people experience in realising the power for evil that 
the rabbit possesses." 
I commend that to all those hon. members who 
have had no experience of the pe,t. 
")!any regard him with a sense of peCllliar tenderne~,s, 
as one of the cherished pets of their childhood." 
I think you, sir, when the pest was first men
tioned in this House, pleaded for your children's 
pets. I think l am perfectly right in oaying 
that; and I think many other hon. members 
who have seats in this House pleaded in the 
same way then for their children's pets. Little 
did they realise that those pets were going to 
become in time such a pest as to amount to a 
national disaster. 

"To thjnk of him as an enemy threatening the 
destruction of great national interests appears to them 
absurd. The coral insect, ho'";.,_·ever, is a smaller animal 
than the rabbit, and he is the builder of vast islands 
and effects alterations in the map of the world. ':Phe 
power he exercises is the pow-er of numbers indefinitely 
1nultiplied, and in the rab1Jit this is as effective to 
destroy as in the coral insect it is to build up. rrhe 
fecundity of the rabbit is simply phenomenal. Varions 
calcul::ttions have been undertaken with the view of 
ascertaining to 'vhat extent a single 1mir of rabbits are 
capable of rli'production, but usnally the investigator 
loses himself in the appalling vastness of the mathe
matical vista which immediately opens on t. }fr. 
Riddick, of \Yienteriga Rnn, makes the statement, 
which I give for what it is worth, tlu~t in four years' 
time the descendants of one doe have the power of 
multiplying to the astounding number of fifteen hundred 
mi1lions." 
I think the gentleman has rather overstated it. 

"Those who 1care to cheek this calculation may 
occupy their Slmre hours iu doing so. I have no spare 
hours to devote to the purpot<e. It is sufficient to knmv 
that the develOllment of 1 ahbit life is ono of nature's 
marvels; and h:-1vin.g seen the demonstration of this 
in lH'actice, I am indifferent about theory. 

"Now, the average weight of a wild l"abbit is, I be
lieve, about 3lb., and a h~ir sheep should weigh about 
60 lb. 'rhat is to say, that every twenty rabbits lmsc 
the same rHnount of tissue to sustain as C''\ tr;, one 
sheep. Both mutton and rabbit fle';(h arc mark from 
the one material, and approximate!~~. therefore, for 
evm-y twenty rabbits that a rnn has to sn:-;tain it8 
sheep-carrying ca1mcity should be rc(l1lCCd by ono. :\lost 
sqnaHers 'vhom I intmTogated on the point gave the 
number or Tabbits required to cat a:~ much as a sheep 
at consHlerably les5 than t-.,,-cnt~-. but taking the latter 
nnmbcr as a, reasonable proportion. it can easily l)e sePn 
how soon a colony of rabbits establi~he(t on :tnm would 
drive the sheep clean off it. Instance~ have already 
occnrrecl where they have actually done thi~ despite all 
the efforts of the run holder, rmcked up by the most lavish 
exllcndihne on the part of the Stlttc to l\eLp them do-.,vn. 
In Sonth Australia, where the conditionR of bacl' settle
ment much resemble ours, many cases of this kintl can 
be cited, notwith::>tancling that relwe~1:'ivc ..:\._eh; have been 
in force in that colony for years back. :\lany of the 
rnnholdcrs there are now saicl to be merely holding on 
till the end of their leases, which expire with the prc~cnt 
year, when they will be entitled to claim the value of 
their improvements, after which whole blocks of 
country will be entirely abandoned to n~bbits. On these 
runs the work of killing is given· up in de:-; pair, ~md the 
Government are afraid to enforce it lest the le~sces 
should surrender and claim their improvements at 
once. What the Government intend to do when the 
leHscs fall in, and the infc--;ted runs are t.hrown upon 
their hands, is a question serionsly a.gitating the public 
mind of that colony. Here \VC have not yet had any 
runs thrown up in conSt"lUence of the n~bbit invasion, 
but there are, nevertheless, holdings which the rabbit 
is 1·apidly conquering. 

"At 'l'eryawynia I saw a paddork of 62,(l00 acres 
which. after n rlespcrate struggle, he hns suceeeclcr1 in 
entirely subduing, and now holds ahsolnte po1:lsession 
of, to the exclusion of a single hoof. On this run half-a
million rabbits have been killed and paid for within the 
past three nwnths 1 a.nd they are now more numerous 

than ever. This case, again, I merely cite for illustra
tion's sake, as it is by no means the only one of its kind 
that thcrer .. nt history of the back country affords. How 
the rabbit got into the back country is useless now to 
inquire. The fact to be fac-~~d is that he is established 
there. and ~trcngthening his footing day by Uay in 
defiance of every effort that is made to dislodge 
him. According to the repm·t of the select cmn
mltke of the Legi'llative Council, appointed to inquire 
into the rabbit qnestion· during the early portion of tLc 
present year, M the passing of t,he Act in 1883 the pest 
had all·t':uly extended over the south-western portion of 
the colony, bounded by ~~line commencing at a point on 
the river ).Iurray \V here the eolonies of South Australia, 
\ 7ictoria, and Kew South 1.Vales meet; thence north
\Vard to a short distance above Silverton, then across 
the Darling easterly between 1Vilcannia and J.Tenindie, 
then dmvn to the Lachlan above Hills ton, then by a line 
almost due south to intersect the ~Inrray near Coro-wa. 
This tool{ in an area, comprising about a fifth of the whole 
colony. Since the vassing of the Act the infested area 
has been extended to the Queensland border, between 
the South Australian boundary line and the 1.Varreg-o 
River, and now mnlwaces about two-fifths of the 
colony." 
That is, the area of the infested runs in New 
South vV ales has just doubled in four years. 
It now extends over two-fifths instead of one
fifth. 

•· 'rhis is in itself a sufficient commentary on the 
efficacy of the lH'csEmt Act. "Gnder it we pay now an 
armv of about 2,000 men at rates ranging frmn £3 to 
£10 ~per week, and the result is that after four years' 
fighting the rabbits have succeeded in spTeading thcnl
selves over just double the area which they previously 
occupied." 
I have a larg-e number of articles here bearin~ on 
it, but I do not think it necessary to quote from 
all of them. I will merely read some short extracts 
from some of the others to show how grave the 
matter is. This is part of an article by the same 
writer-article 7 from the Sydney Dccily Tele
!J?Ycph:-

'' I have aJready pointed out that since the passing 
of the present Rabbit Act the area of the infested 
country has been doubled. In 1883 one-fifth of the 
whole colony was infested. Xo\V the pest is established 
in two-fifths. Roughly estimated in round numbers, 
therefore, the rablJit conquest of Xew South ·wales, 
since we have began to resist it, has been at t11e rate of 
abont ten million acres of our territory per annnm. 
Fnfortunately, l am able to give no approximate 
statement ns to the rate of this advance before we com
mence(! legislating to oppose it, but it is quite clear 
that there could not have been many years of similar 
progre"s before 1883. as othenvise the rabbit would by 
this time hav01Jecn in pos1:lession of the whole colony. 

'' \rhy, then, has his advances been so rapid since -..,ve 
have set ourselves to oppose it P The report of the 
sole t committee of the r,egislative Couneil which 
rt centh- nntlertook to eluci(lnte the whole rabbit 
questio"n directly blames the llrcscnt Act for the alarm
ing rate at which the pest b now spreading. ''1'lle 
committee-.' s~cys the report, 'without desiring to draw 
any im~1ginary pietlue, think it h their dntr to emphati
cally point ont the po;:;sible po),ition which will be the 
rbult of the }1resrnt system of abating the rabbit nnis
ance. Instead of abating the pest it is really spreading 
it, mul it will o-nly require a. few years' ftuther de-lay 
and clisrcga,rd of the danger to consummate the fact 
that from one enc1 to the other thi::; colony will be 
rabbit-infested.'" 
That is from a report of a select committee of 
the Legislath'e Council of 1'\ew South \Vales. 
I am reading- thi,s article to show the utter failure 
of the means adopted in New South vV ales to 
check the pest, so that we may avoid adopting 
the same principle that they htwe done. 

"The committee, however, do not think it their duty 
to point mu the manncl' in which the present Act ope
l·ates for the Sln'Cad of the llest. 

''In the opinion of most men pra.ctically versed in the 
.subject, the gTcat cau:;:e of the extraordinary increase 
of t.hc pest at tlle prP<.:.ent time is to be found in the 
breaking np of the dronght. The rabbit can appreciate 
a good season just as well as the S(!Hatter can, ~~nd in 
their competition for the possession of a run it ulti
matel~· helps the for111er perhaps more than it helps the 
latter. .lust now there is in most parts of the country 
enou~h feed for both sheep and rabbits put to~ether. 
This, however, is not u;oingto last for ever, and after the 
first spell of dry weather one or the other will, on many 



696 '.!!he Rabbit Question. [ASSEMBLY.] The Rabbit Question. 

of the runs, have to succumb. The rabbit and the sheep 
have lived together, both in their limited numbers, 
during drought, and it was hard enough for the sht'CP 
then. With the return of good times the sheep 11ave 
increased, but the rate of their natural prov;ress has 
been nowise comparable to that of the rabhit. rrhe 
change from good times to bad, therefore, or m·en from 
abundance to ordinary sufficiency, will fmcl the situa
tion quite different from what it 'va.s during the last dry 
cycle. 

"1.'her.e is one instinct in the 'vild rabbit 'vhich 'vorks 
to spread the pest in a somewhat peculiar way." 
I draw the attention of hon. members to this, 
because it is an important factor in the spread of 
the rabbit. 

"The male rabbit, dreading evidently the abnormal 
fecundity of his race, will destroy the young out's 'vhen
ever he gets a chance. lie is, by instinct, a 1Ialthusian 
of the most inveterate type. 'l'he femalr, on the other 
hand, appears to hold the opposite theory, and conse
quently always takes care to remo\e her young out of 
her lord and master's way. The instinct of the male to 
destroy seems to have developed acoUJ1teracting instinct 
in the female to protect, and the hvo \Yorking in con
junction cause the tribe as it multiplies to he con
tinually spreading out. A female about to bring forth 
young alwa,ys goes away from the burrmv where 
she previously resided, and makes a nmv home 
for herself at a safe distance. Here n ne\V rabbit 
colony is founded, and so on. 'rhe plentifulness 
of feed and water eve1·ywhere necessarily favours 

.,this advance, making it possible where it were 
otherwise impossible, and there is no question of a 
doubt about its having largely assisted the rabbit inva
sion since the breaking up of the la.te drought. 

"Rut where was the repressive legislation while this 
was going on? Why the rabbits have been able to 
spread since 1883 is a matter simple enough to be 
explained; the interesting point, however, is to be 
found out why they were not prevented from spread
ing." 
I will not read any more of that article, because 
what I have read is enough to show that the 
repressive Act they passed was entirely in the 
wrong diredion. I will now quote some figure• 
to show the enormous expense that the Govern
ment of New South vV ale'< are under at the 
present time in repressing this pest :-

u From fifty promiscuously selected runs, covering an 
area of several millions of acres, we derived dnring the 
past six months £35,261 as rent, and handecl back to 
the tenants £ii1,381 to enable them to stand again:::;t the 
rabbit. ·we lost in hard cash over £lG,OOO on tllat 
transaction. As the State subsidy only is suvposell to 
cover three-fourths of the ~~ost of rabbit repression, the 
pastoral tenants on these runs l1ad presumedly to pay 
another £16,(}-·0 or so in addition to their reut-eqnal to 
almost an increase of 50 per cent. And the net result 
of an this is that the rabhits ha.ve made more progre"s 
during the past six months than ever they <lid before. 
But the totals for the fifty runs vnt the ca"'e in its 
mildest form. A number of the runs have onl\' been 
recently attacked, and on these, as a rnle, the srll-Hidies 
have not yet exceeded the rent. Take, ho\Yevcr, such 
individual cases as l\Iarfield, where we pay £2,8D6 ant1 
receive £867, or Albermarle, where we pay £;=;.666. and 
receiYe £1,-WO. rrhcre is no reason in the 1Yorld why, 
on any of the other fifty runs, t11e same state of thlngs 
will not he in existence by the en<l of the next hale
year. Indeed it is only a. question of time when, as I 
have said before, the \Vhole revenue of the colony, at 
the present rate of ~oing on, wonl<l b~· immflh'icut to 
pay the 'rabbit subsidies' of our western runs." 
Now, sir, I think I have read sufficient extracts 
from the report of this gentleman to show that 
the rabbit question in New South \Vales has 
become a very serious one for the people of that 
colony. I now, sir, propose to say a few wnrds 
about the result of their legislation. I explained 
>tt the commencement of my speech what that 
leg·islation was-that it was Yery similar to our 
Marsupial Act. A bonus was paid for the scalps, 
and the pastoral lessee or selector, or whoever 
the landowner was, had to pay an assessment of 
so much a head on his sheep and so much a head 
on his cattle. If this amount was not suffi
cient, it was supplemented by a subsidy from 
funds specially appropriated by Parliament. I 
wanL to show from an article in the Sydney 
)11oming Herald, which I have here, how 

this bonus system has been an utter failure 
and that we must look for some better means 
of suppressing the nuisance in this colony. 
The >trticles I lmve re>td from the Daily Tcleg?·nph 
distinctly showed that the Act had been a failure 
so far as pre' enting the spread of the pest was 
concerned. The reporter who wrote the articles 
in the Daily Tcleg1·nph, and also the reporter who 
wrote some very similar articles in the Hemld, 
corroborate each other entirely in that respect ; 
and both writers are corroborated by the fact 
that the Government are fencing the railway 
line from Narramine to Bourke, and from Bourke 
to the Queensland border, pointing to the fact 
that fencing is the only remedy, and that the 
bonus system established in New South vVales 
under the present Act has been an utter failure. 
I hcwe myself come the same conclusion, from 
reading those articles, that fencing is the only 
remedy for the pest. Tlmt is what the New 
South vVales Government should have adopted 
in the first instance, instead of going in for the 
bonus system. vVhen a district is infested with 
rabbits, and you scatter an army of men over the 
district killing the rabbits, unless you have pre
viously fenced the district round, the only effect 
will be to spread the rabbits still further. 
The effect of mBn and dogs going there in 
large numbers >tnd continually trapping and 
hunting, is to ch·ive the rabbits from the district 
which was then infested into neighbouring dis
tricts, which up to that time had been infested. 
vVhereas, if they had pre,·iously fenced off that 
district before commencing to destroy them they 
would not have been >tble to spread beyond the 
boundaries in which they were first found, and 
in which they were destroyed. I want now to 
deal with the question as far as Queensland is 
concerned. I have shown pretty conclusively, I 
think, tbat the rabbit question has become a 
national question of vast importance inN ew South 
\Vales. I wish now to show to the House that 
the position which New South vVales finds her
self in with regard to rabbits will in a very short 
time be our own. InN ew South \Vales, in 1883, 
when they passed that Act, they hardly realised 
the danger that \Y>ts so close to their doors. 
They passed the Act in the House in almost 
a hurnorous kind of v,~ay. 1\Ia.ny men1bers 
were inclined to laug-h at it, and thought 
Governrnent were pandering to the fad of 
some of the pastoral tenants. I hope the ques
tion will not be approached in the same light
hem·ted way by this House, because we are 
now in exactly the smne position with regard to 
this pest that New South \Vah•·' was in four years 
ago, in 1883. An hon. member sitting ne>tr me 
sugg•'sts that we have not the number of rabbits 
in ~czncensl>tncl now that New South vV;,,les !ntd 
in 1ti83. I admit that. But we know they rtre 
in the colony, an cl \'> e do not know how muny 
there are of them. This rabbit lJUestion, I find 
on looking throug·h our ''\T ote.s and Proceedings," 
is a very olrl one. A.s early ,T nne, 1879, Mr. 
Sirnpson, \vho wn.s then 1nernher for Dalby, 
moved the adjournment of the House to call 
attention to the rabbit question. 'l.'ln"t is the first 
trace I c;'n find of the qu0.<tion being referred to 
in the Queenshnd Le~iclature. Shortly after
wards the late 1\Ir. Davenp01-t, who was then 
1nember for Drayton and Too\voon1ha, brought in 
" Rabbit Nuisance Bill ; but I suppose that hon. 
gentleman wcts bughecl clown, because he never, 
as far as I can trace it, got his Bill beyond the 
first reading. I suppose the ridicule of the House 
W>ts too much for him, and compelled him to 
abandon his Bill. The next gentleman to take 
the matter up in the House was 1\'[r. Stevens, 
the present member for Log·an, who wrts then 
member for \Varrego. He introduced a Rabbit 
Bill in 1880, which he persevered with, I imagine, 
in the face of some ridicule- not open but 
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private ridicule-ani! his Bill passed through the 
House on the 3rd August, 1880. That was merely 
a Bill to prevent the keeping of rabbits. On the 
13th of February, 1884, Mr. Stevens asked the 
Government the following questions:-

" 1. If the Government arc a\vare of the proximity to 
the horcler of the colony of the rabbit pest? 

"2. -whether the Govern1ncnt are p1·epariug, or l1avc 
prepared, any measure to deal with the rabbits when 
they enter the colony?" 
The answer he received was-

" 1. The attention of the Govm·nment 'vas a few days 
since called by the Govenunent of New South \Yale" to 
the fact th~tt rabbits are approaching the border of the 
colony, and were now about 120 miles distant. There is 
reason to suppose that they are also approaching from 
South Australia. 

"2. The Government will introduce a measure to deal 
with the subject p1·obably in the next Sf:;;sion.'' 

Then, sir, a .con1mi.::;Rioner, 1fr. (}olden, was 
sent to New South Wales to report upon the 
rabbit pest. That gentleman, on his return, 
reported that there was no danger from rabbits 
at all, that they were not approaching Queens
land in any way, and that the ::>rew South \Vales 
Government were coping thoroughly with them 
under the Act which I have just been quotin" 
from, and which I have shown conclusively wa~ 
an utter failure ; that they were so successful in 
checking the spread of the pest by means of that 
Act that Queensland had nothing whatever to 
be afraid of. That report was one of the most 
disastrous reports ever sent in io a Queensland 
Government. It was utterly untrue, and the 
gentleman who compiled it could not possibly 
have had eyes in his head to see, what otherwise 
he must have seen, in the districts he went 
through. In October, 1884, Mr. Stevens again 
put a question to the Government on the sub
ject, and got a reply that the Government did 
not propose to deal with the matter that session. 
That wa.s, of course, after having read l\Ir. 
Golden's report. · Another commissioner, l\Ir. 
Humphry Davy, was then sent, and his 
report awakened the Government to the fact 
that the rabbit pest was a question worthy of 
their most serious attention. The result was 
the passing of our present Rabbit Act, and a 
proposition to vote £100,000-subsequently 
reduced to £50, 000-for the erection of a 
rabbit· prnof fence along our southern border. 
I am ve~y sorry indeed that the Government 
thonght fit to reduce that amount from £100,000 
to £50,000. 

The PHEJYIIER: The House reduced it, not 
the GoYernment. 

Mr. MURPHY: I accept that explanation, 
and I am just as sorry that the House reduced it. 
I do not want to blame tbe <1overnment in this 
matter in any shape or form ; I only want tu 
awaken their attention and interest in the 
matter, and to thoroughly convince them of the 
gravity of the position. I am quite sntisfied 
that they will do in this matter as much as any 
other Government would do. I do not blame the 
Government for any steps they have taken 
in the matter, because they have onlv done 
what the Governments of the other colonies h,we 
done-neglected this pest until it has amounted 
to a national disaster, and we are on the brink 
of that disastet·. But I want to awaken the 
attention of the Government, of the country, and 
of this House especially, to the fact that if we 
do not take immediatP steps to combat this 
enemy we shall very soon find ourselves in the 
position that New South \Vales is in at the 
present time. I shall just quote a few figures 
that I have extracted. I am not going to weary 
the House with any more long li;;ts of figures 
but just want to show the amour,t spent in ylo!J~ 
during the last four years for the rabbits, 
and ·we shall see what we shall have to 

pay ourselves in four years if we allo\V. them 
into the colony. New South \Vales has 
spent £4Gii,OOO in subsidies for the de>struc
tion of the rabbits in four years ; and that 
money has simply been w0osted. During that 
time the lessees of the infested runs have paid 
£11G, 215; and besides this there is a very large 
amount of dispnted and outstanding claims, the 
amount of which I could not find out, and which 
I could not even venture to guess at, but it is a 
very large sum. I will now give some figures to 
show the number of men employed in the first 
seven months of this ye:tr, and the number of 
rabbits destroyed; and I wish hon. members to 
pay attention to this because it will show that 
without any very great increase in the nmnber of 
men the number of rabbits killed increased 
very largely, proving thttt the pest was 
increasing all the time. In J an nary there 
were 2,14i5 men employed, v"nd they killed 
6()[),417 Iabbits; in February, 2,000 men killed 
72U,!Jl7; in March, 2,800 men killed 777,719; in 
April, 2,500 men killed 850,000; in May, 2,153 
men killed 920,50G; in June, 2,909 men killed 
1,883,304; and in July, 3,089 men killed 2,166,037 
rabbits. The numbers killed were trebled in 
seven months, and that without having any 
effect whate,·er in stopping the spread of the 
pest. I now draw the attention of this House 
to the position nf this pest with regard to the 
Queensland border, anrl I am sorry to say-I 
have it upon the most relittble authority
that the rabbits are across the border ttt 
Bulloo Downs. They are also across the border in 
the neighbourhood of Hungerford; and they are 
very close at Barringun, on the \Varrego River. 
I have also an extract here from the Sydney 
JJiorning Hemld of 13th September. A telegram 
in that paper, headed "N,wrabri, Monday,'' 
said, "l\Ir. Huxley, lessee of the Coombah Hun, 
caught four rabbits within three miles of N arra
bri. He states that several rabbits have been 
seen in the scrub adjoining the run." N arrabri 
is within 100 miles of the Queensland border, 
and about lOO miles oppo,ite the eastern portion 
of the B,,[onne and the western portion of the 
Carnarvon constituencies, at about the 148th par
allel. Hon. members will see from that, that they 
are very close to our border now in a good many 
place:3, and across the border in In ore than oneplac\5. 
How far they may be from the border on the 
South Australian side I ccmnot s"y, as there is 
no relh<ble information on the subject; they may 
have spread there for hunclre<ls of mih·s for all 
we know. The next thing is to see what steps 
we are taking to cornbat th81n nt the present 
time. It is well known, as I st;tted before, thc<t 
£30,000 wns voted fur putting up a fence a1ong 
onr southern ::tnd a, portion of our WEstern boun~ 
dary. There are abont 100 miles of that fence 
parti,tlly erected Dot the present time; but I do 
not think there are more than seventy miles 
completed. 

The 1\IH\ISTER :FOR WORKS: Yes! 

Mr. 11URPHY : There is more than that 
going on. The Minister for \Vorks is quite right, 
but he does not sBe what I am driving· at. There 
is more than seventy miles in progress, but not 
finished. 

The JYIINISTER FOR LANDS : Y r>; there 
iH 1nore. 

Mr. MURPHY: All along the line there are 
gaps in the fence unfinished, and that is just as 
bad as if the fence Wlts ll<Jt there at all. The 
only complaint I have against the Lands Depart
ment is that they have not pushed on fast 
enough, though I daresay there are obstacles 
they conlrlnot overcome. Another complaint I 
have against the Government, or against this 
House, as it was the House refused to give more 
than £50,000, instead of £100,000, is this : The 
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fence should be continued as far towards the eastern 
as towards the western boundary. I may say 
the fence at pre-<ent only goes thirty miles to the 
west of Hungerford. If that fence is not pushed 
on immediatelv we shall have the rabbits over 
the border within twelve months, if indeed they 
may not be over it now, which, I hope to heaven, 
sir, they may not be. \Ve must, in my opinion, 
extend that fence from that point thirty miles 
west of Hungerford right to the sea, if we want 
to have any chance whatever to cope with this 
serious pest. The other fence at present 
under construction ought to be pushed on 
as fast as possible, and carried up to the 
South Australian border far beyond where 
any sign of the pest can be found. I know 
it will be objected that the colony is in 
such an impecunious state that we cannot find 
the money to fight this pest; but I think the 
facts I have laid before this Honse must con
vince the Government that some extreme 
measure must be taken in order to keep this 
pest from invading the country. I have nearly 
exhausted my subject, sir, but I feel so 
keenly about it that I am very much dis
inclined to sit down. I feel as if I could not 
possibly say enough upon it, and I only hope 
that I have induced hon. members to realise 
the grave position the colony is in in some ratio 
towards the way in which I myself feel upon the 
question. I can assure you, sir, that ever since I 
have taken the matter in hand, and have been 
reading it up, I have felt that if I did not do my 
utmoRt to make the country thoroughly realise 
the danger that is hanging over us, I should not 
be doing my duty nor acting patriotically either 
as it member of this House or as an Australian. 

The MINISTER lWR LANDS (Hon. H. 
Jordan) said: Mr. Speaker,-I am afraid that I 
am not sufficiently acquainted with the details 
of this f[Uestion to be able to deal with it in the 
manner that its importance demands. But, sir, 
I have no doubt that my hon. colleague the 
J.\l[inister for \Vorks, who understands the <]l>es
tion very much better than I do, will be able to 
supply any deficiencies in the statement I h:we 
to make in reference to the progress that has 
been made in connection with this work. The 
House is, of conrse, fully aware that £:i0,000 was 
voted on the Estimates of 1885·G for the construc
tion of a rabbit fence as a protection against the 
incursion of m L bits. That sum has Le en expended. 
In the first placR, steps were taken immediately 
after the passing of the vote by the then Minister for 
Lands for carrying it into effect, evidently very 
vigorously and with very great promptitude. 
Tenders were invited about the end of 1885 for 
the material necessary, and early in 188() tenders 
were invited for the erection of the fence. Three 
1nonths' notice was given for sending in tenders. 
They were accepted, I think, in April, and the 
work, or most of it, was to be completed in 
September and Octo her of this year. That work 
is now nearly completed. The hon. gentleman 
who has juRt sat down is rnistaken in sn,ying Lhat 
only seventy miles ha,·e been completed. Nearly 
double that extent has been completed. 

Mr. MURPHY: Not closed. 
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It stands in 

this way : 2G6 miles from the southern and 
western boundary of the colony has been very 
nearly completed. That brings it up, I think, 
to within about twenty-three miles of the 
\Varrego River. Six sectionR, at all events, 
have been completed. The work was let in 
sections of twenty miles ; six are fully com
pleted, and the remainder, up to within about 
twenty-three miles of the \Varrego River, is 
nearly completed. It will be completed in all 
probability by the end of October, perhaps before. 
.All the contractors were bound down to time, and 

the work will be completed to within twenty-three 
miles of the \Varrego River, at all events, by the 
end of October. I understand the Government 
of l'-1 ew South \Vales have desired that the line 
should be extended eastward forty-four miles 
beyond the point which it was thought would be 
the point of junction between the two colonies, 
and as far as I understand the question-we 
shall hear it more distinctly from the Minister 
for \Vorks-we shall have forty-four miles to 
construct east of the point to which we have at 
present brought the 266 miles. 'I'he money voted 
has been all expended, and there are considerable 
liabilities in addition. All the material has been 
bought. It was supposed at first that the line 
would be 450 miles in length, that is, including 
the portion of our western boundary line in 
contact with the border of South Australia. As 
I have said, all the material has been bought and 
paid for. The erection of the fence has been 
half paid for, and there is still about £10,000 
due. The amounts that have been expended 
are :-Wire, £4,822; netting, £25,324; strain
ers, £420 ; ag·ency charges, £598 ; railway 
carriage, £5,326 ; cartage, £7,392. The item for 
cartage is very heavy. Some of the material 
has been carried long distances, portions of 
it frorn Government Gums to the south-west 
corner of the colony, about 250 miles. Part also 
came from Sydney towards Hnngerford, about 
200 miles, which accounts for the large amount 
for cartage. There has been already paid for the 
erection of the fence, £8,290; paid, A. Donald
son, salary, £998. He is the superintendent 
of the works. Rabbit inspector, salary, 
£786. That is the gentleman who, I under
stand, is employed in the destruction of 
rabbits. H. Davy's report, £417; sundries, 
£31. Altogether the expenditure amounts to 
£53,P08. The outstanding liabilities are as 
follows :-Carriage of netting to \Vornpah, say 
£3,090; railway carriage, New South \Vales, 
say £370 ; fencing contract•, balances, £10,506 ; 
and erecting balance of fencing 183;J;miles at 
same rate as portion contracted for-namely, 
2GG~ miles at £136 10s. per mile, say £12,185. 
That is for the completion of the fence along 
our western boundary, besides completing the 
southern boundary line and other expenses. 
So that we have to pay £13,000 for what work 
has been done, and over £12,000 for work that 
has to be done. To complete the line of 450 
miles will cost £80,000, or £30,000 more than 
has been voted. It was considered by the late 
Minister for Lands that it was very important that 
the work should not he checked, and therefore 
£15,000 has been authorised as unforeseen expen
diture and will have to be provided for by the 
vote of the Honse ; and in addition to that, 
another £15,000 will be required to finish the 
work. Now, sir, I think I have said, as briefly 
as possiLle, all that I know on the subject. I 
have no doubt the Minister for \Vorks will Le 
able to add a great deal on this question, and if 
we were in committee I should be happy to 
answer any questions. I hope I have stated 
enough, at all events, to show that the Govern
ment are pushing on the work. There has been 
great difficulty connected with it, and no time 
has been lost. The whole of the m1tterial is in 
the colony, and the work is very nearly com
pleted between this colony and New South 
Wales, and it will not require a great deal more 
to conwlete the remainder of the line-140 miles 
on our western boundary. 

The HoN. G. THORN said : Mr. Speaker,
I am not going to follow the remarks of the hon. 
member for Barcoo, who has gone into the subject 
very extensiv-ely. The hon. member, however, 
did not tell ns what antidote he proposes. Now, 
I can tell the hon. member that the wire-netting 
fence will do nothing more towards protecting 
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the colony from the incursion of rabbits than 
the system pursued in New South \V ales. I am 
satisfied of that, and the hon. member will see 
it bef•Jre very lung. I give the Gnvernment 
great credit for the expedition they have shown, 
but I consider all the bbour meless. The 
rabbits are in the colony, or if they are not they 
will be soon here. But I am not a bit afraid of 
this pest overrunning Queensland, ::ts it h::ts 
overrun the other colonies, bec::tuse the rabbit 
has so many natural enemies here. 

Mr. DON ALDSON : What are they? 

The HoN. G. THORN: I myself have turned 
loose large numbers of rabbits, and have even con
structed burrows for them, but in a few months' 
time they have all disappe::tred. \V e have the 
iguana as one ene1ny, and they are nutnerous in 
the saltbush country. 

Mr. DO:NALDSON: Oh, nonsense! 

The HoN. G. 'rHO.RN : Some of them are 
as large as small alligators. Then we have the 
spotted native cat. 

Mr. DONALDSON: Where? 

The HoN. G. THORN: In the Western dis
tricts. 

Mr. DONALDSON: Nonsense! 

The HoN. G. THORN: vVe have the domestic 
cat which has gone wild, and the tiger-cat, which 
:.re all enemies of the rabbit, so that hon. mem
bers need not be under any apprehension in 
regard to this pest overrunning Queensland. I 
do not think it will do the harm hon. members 
imagine. There can be no question about that. I 
believe there are other gentlemen who have 
turned loose rabbits in the Mary River and 
Burnett districts, but they have never incre::tsed. 

Mr. STEVENS: What kind of rabbit? 

The HoN. G. THORN: All kinds. J<'ences 
may be erected by the mile; but I do not think 
that will keep rabbits out, and it will be found 
that we shall always have a certain number of 
rabbits in the colony. Those people who make 
a living out of them will bring them here. I 
remember when I first went into the bush, on to 
a station owned by my father, I came across two 
men cutting down burr. I told them they were 
not doing it properly. They did not know who 
I was; but they replied, "Oh, if we cut it down 
altogether we shall have no work next yertr;" and 
so it will be with the rabbits. I sympathise with 
the hon. member and with the pastoral gentle
men of the vV estern districts ; but I doubt 
whether the calamity will be anything like so 
great as hon. members seem to think it will be. 

Mr. STEVENSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
sorry to hear the hon. member make so light 
of the rabbit pest, and I think he knows very 
little about it. That is my opinion. He has 
h::td very little experience of it. The hon. mem
ber t,,]ks about having turned out rabbits, and 
that they were destroyed by their natural 
enemies; but a few rabbits are very different from 
a wave of them coming up from the south; and 
besides, it must be remembered that the enemies 
themselves become destroyed, ::tnd I venture 
to say that the enemies of the rabbit In New 
South \V ales were ttt cne time just as numerous 
as they are now in queensland. Many of 
them have been killed off, and the sttme pro
cess will go on in Queensland. The native 
dogs are being killed off, and many other 
enemies that the rabbit would be likely to have; 
The eaglehawk and iguanas are fast dis::tppear
ing. I think the hon. member is entirely wrong 
when he says that the wire-netting fence will not 
)l:eep rabbits out. I believe it will, and that 

that is the only way by which they are likely to 
be kept out. As far as the statement that rabbits 
will be brought here by the rabbiters to provide 
work for themselves is concerned, I have not 
such a poor opinion of the working man as to 
think he would do any such thing. I do not 
believe that anyone would be likely to carry 
mbbits aud put them over a fence. There is no 
mi,;take about the importance of this subject, 
and the undoubted strides the rabbits have 
made in the last twelve months. I receive letters 
every week from people on the border tell
ing me of the strides they are making-men 
such as :Mr. C. B. :Fisher, whose word cannot 
be doubted. I think, therefore, that strong and 
immediate steps should be taken to cope with 
the evil and to free Queensland from the same 
trouble which New South \Vales h::tsgone, and is 
going, through. Indeed, when the pest becomes 
so numerous as it :is in New South Wales it is 
difficult to know what to do with them. I 
should like very much to see the Govern
ment push on the work of erecting the fence a 
little faster. I know that there is a patch from 
Barringun extending eastward, which ought to 
be fenced off as soon as possible. I am satisfied 
that the pest is close to the border, if not already 
over it, and the sooner steps are taken to extend 
the fence eastward the better. I am convinced 
that the hon. member for Fassifern knows 
nothing whatever about the question, and I 
thoroughly symp::tthise with the member for 
Barcoo in the statement he has made to the 
House. He is not the only member in this 
House who feels strongly on the question ; but, 
indeed, many members are almost tired of talking 
about it. There have been a number of deputa
tions t.o the late Minister for Lands, now the 
Minister for \Vorks, and they were always led to 
believe that what they asked for would be done, 
but the work has gone on very slowly indeed. 
That particular part of thecountryto which I have 
referred should be protected·-no.mely, from Bar
ringun east. I hope hon. members will consider 
this as a very c;erious matter, and that imme
diate steps will be taken to do something more 
than is at present being clone. 

1\Ir. ALLAN said: :Mr. Speaker,-I noticed 
that the hon. membar for I<assifern spoke of the 
wire-netting fence as being practically useless 
for the purpose of stop)Jing mbbits, and I 
think from that remark, that the hrm. member 
cannot h::tve had much exverieuce in that 
subject. :My own experience of the wire-netting 
fence is this : About ten years ::tgo I was in 
Victoria purchasing some stock from :Yiessrs. 
llobertson Brothers, of Colac, and at that 
time, in order to eradicate the rabbits from 
one part of their run 30,000 acres in extent, they 
harl paid £30,000, or £1 an acre. They did 
eradic::tte them by putting up wire-netting. I 
think we are very much indebted to the hnn. 
member for B::trcoo for having brought this 
matter "' earnestly before the House, and for 
havini; drawn attention to the disastrous effects 
of this pest. \Ve in this colony have had little 
actual experience of it, but we !(now the destruc
tion caused by it in X ew South \V ::tles and 
Victoria, where men who were considered 
wealthy have been left with very little, and 
well-to-do men have been utterly ruined. \Ve 
know something also of the vast amount 
that has been spent in I\ ew South \V ales and 
Victoria in the effort to keep down this pest. 
This is not a matter affecting the squatters 
alone; for, if they suffer, the local storekeepers 
and town merchants will be affected preju
dicially ; people will be unable to engage work
men, and they will be affected also. In the 
month of Janmtry I was one of a deputation 
that waited upon the then Minister for Lands 
(Mr. Dutton) in regard to that part ofthe country 
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which has not been touched yet-from Barringnn 
eastward, going across the \V arrego and Culgoa 
right to Mungindi, and eastward of that place. 
\Veparticnlarly urged the construction ofthefence 
along that boundary, but I regret to say no steps 
have been taken to do so yet. \V e took occa
sion to point out to the :Minister that at one run 
the rabbits had already got to the border. 
We were led to understand that step~ would be 
taken to deal with the matter, but I am not aware 
that any have been taken or that any tenders 
have been called for fencing in that portion of the 
colony. I wish to point out to the Minister for 
Lands, if he happens to go on with the fence in 
that part of the colony, what may save a great 
deal of expense and also keep the rabbits from 
getting in. Along that boundary from the 
90-mile peg on the west side of the Culgoa to the 
113-mile peg nn the east side of that river, 
is a network of small creeks running into the 
Culgna from the south, and by running the 
fence inland into Queensland for about five miles 
and striking across to the finger-post on the 
Cnrriwildi Run, a short distance of twenty-three 
miles, it will save the crossing of nine creeks, and a 
great deal of expense. I hope that the hon. 
gentleman will accept that suggestion. I find 
that, in the report by JYir. H ume, under the 
heading of " Rabbit :B'ence," he says :-

"In concluU.ing t.hh~ branch of m~· subjo_>Ct I would 
draw attention to the fact that the department nre not 
in possession of any reliable knowledge of the precise 
localities in ~ew South \Vales near onr border, where 
the Tab bits exist in large numbers, or in what nu1nbcrs 
they are now approaching." 

That is important information to get, and I can 
suggest to the Minister for Lands how we can 
get that information very easily, and without 
expense to the colony. At JYiungindi, Text<s, 
Curriwildi, and I3arringun there are gentlemen 
employed by the Government to inspect stock, 
and there are also Custom-house officers placed 
out there to see what dutiable goods come over 
the border. Those gentlemen are in the habit of 
travelling along the harder, and if they were 
specially appointed as rabbit inspectors they 
could not have better opportunities for get
ting infonnation with regard to the advance 
of the rabbits than they at present have. I 
would suggest to the Minister for Lands 
that he should appoint those gentlemen as rabbit 
inspectors, and get from them monthly reports 
giving all the information they can upon thi.s 
qnestion. If this is done the department will be 
put in possession of the 1J!aces on the border 
which are most likely to be timt ttttacked by 
the pest, and will be able to give con
tracts for the erection of fences at those 
places. It is known that when rabbits are 
approaching in fuil force, by putting pcPple 
amongst them to kill them they spre>td, and it is 
aho a f>tct that where they are in small numbers 
their n<>taral enemies are better able to keep 
them down. On this account I have another 
suggestion to ma,ke to the JYiinister for Lands, 
and it is this: If the rabbits show signs of coming 
across the border nf'ar the Bnlloo and elsewhere, 
and if he appoints the'e Custom-house officers and 
stock inspectors as rabbit inspectors, he might 
empower them to engage the blacks in that coun
try to assist in destroying the rabbits. They can 
be got to do the work for rations and a very 
small amount of remuneration for skins pro
duced. I know the blacks in that country, 
where I have lived for many years, and they 
are a smart, intelligent, quick people; and 
this would be most congenial employment for 
them. These are suggestions which I think 
might well be acted upon. I do not wish 
to keel' the House at this late hour, hut I am 
glad that the question has come up for dis
cussion, and as I have been in that border part of 

the country for many years, if I can be of any 
use and can give any information about this 
matter at any time I shall be very happy to 
do so. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said : Mr. Speaker,-I certainly regret 
that the hon. member for I3arcoo in bring
ing this question forward should have gone so 
much into details. His speech must have been 
rather wearisome to many members of the House, 
who do not take a particular interest in this 
matter, and who would have been glad to listen 
to him probably, and would have been more 
convinced of the real danger ahead, if he had 
concentrated the matter in his speech. 

Mr. M:URPHY: I am sorry to hear that 
there is any member in the House who does not 
take an interest in it. 

'l'he MINISTJ'R FOR WORKS: The hon. 
member must know that the articles which he 
read have previously been read by almost every 
member who takes any interest wlmtever in the 
subject. 

Mr. MURPHY: I am quite sure that they 
were not read. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Every 
member in the House is more or le's acquainted 
with the magnitude of the rabbit question in 
New South \Vale,, and I must say myself that 
the reports of those newspaper men are a good 
deal exaggerated. 

Jliir. l\'IURPHY : I expected that from you. 
The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: A good 

many of them go out to write sensational reports; 
and I do not feel inclined to swallow everything 
that is said about it, especially when it comes from 
a newspaper reporter who travels about the country 
and is open to be stuffed with everything people 
like to tell him. There is no denying that the 
pest is bad enough in New South Wales, and 
when the hon. member for Fassifern gets 
up a.nd says that we have nothing to fear, 
because rabbits turned out here have invariably 
been destroyed, he is simply talking nonsense. 
In spite of the tnany difficulties small animals 
have to contend against, and iu spite of the steps 
taken for their destruction, the rabbit has got a 
footing in 1\ ew South \V ales, has become acclima
tised, and now exists there in millions. I must 
confess that I deluded myself into the hope that 
the hon. gentleman would suggest some way of 
de>eling with the que,tion more effectually, but 
he has not done tlmt. He complains that the 
work of fencing has not been pushed on fast 
enough ; but he must know that there have been 
great difficnlties in the way. At first the weather 
was so dry that nothing could be done, and 
then the country was so flooded that the men 
could not get to work. 

Mr. MURPHY : \Vhy not go on with the 
eastern portion? 

The MINISTJ<~R :FOR WORKS: We never 
had the slightest intention of going eastward. 
·when in Sydney I saw the Minister for Mines of 
New South \V ales, to whose department the matter 
belongs, and he assured me that they intended 
to join our fence with a fence from Bourke. 

Mr. ALLAN : The rabbits are inside that 
already. 

The ::YIINISTER FOR WORKS: We know 
they are. But there is no report of any more 
than those five seen some time ago. I sent a 
man to collect all the information he could in 
that instanCE", but he could get nn information 
whatever of any more rabbits in the locality. 

Mr. MURPHY: \Vas it Golden? 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It was Mr. 

Plnnkett. 
Mr. MURPHY: He is like Golden. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS : He is as 
smart a man as you are. If the rabbits were so 
near to the Queensland border in that direction, 
I think the pastoralists who affect to feel so 
deeply-and, I hope, do feel deeply-on the ques
tion would have communicated any information 
as to the existence of ro,lJbits to the Government. 

Mr. MURPHY : Have they not? 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They have 

not. Up to the time I left the depo,rtment 
nothing had been heard by Mr. Plunkett of the 
existence of any rabbits, beyond the five in the 
locality to which I have referred. They were 
all young ones, and they were killed. Some 
people are under the impression that they were 
taken there, but I do not think that ; I do not 
believe that people carry rabbits about with a 
view to spreading them over the country. As 
soon as a report wn,s made that rabbits had been 
seen close to the border towards Son th Australia, 
I employed an old squatter, Mr. Dickson, to go 
down and see what he could do towards their 
destruction, and report on the existence of others 
supposed to be in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Dickson was selected by myself as specially 
fitted for the work. 

Mr. MURPHY : So was Golden. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I con

sidered him specially fitted because he is a keen 
sportsman and a good hand at managing the 
blacks -a very e~sential qualification. He 
did find a small colony of nine or ten 
on the Bulloo Lake, a short distance inside 
the border, and he killed them. And those 
he believed to be all that were established there. 
After staying therewith a number of blacks whom 
he employed to assist him, he heard a rumour of 
rabbits being on the Caiwarroo Run, about 130 
miles north or north-west of Hungerford, but he 
was not able to discover any there, nor could he 
find anyone who was able to state as a fact that 
he had seen rabbits there. I think he found 
two or three in another part of the Bulloo Downs 
Run, and they were all in that part of the country. 
He was not prepared to say that there were no 
more-no one could say that no matter how 
smart he was-but he could get no information 
of the existence of rabbits, either from the 
lessees or their servants. That was the last 
report I received from Mr. Dickson. As to 
the fence, the reason why it was not extended 
eastward beyond the third section was because 
we hoped to arrange matters with the New 
South vV ales Government, so that the fence 
might be taken from Cuttaburra to Bourke ; but 
they know that we must go on far enough to 
meet their fence, no matter in what direction 
they take it. My hon. colleague will, I presume, 
push on the work tc join the New South \Vales 
fence as rapidly as possible, and arrangements 
have heen made with the le<;sees of runs to utilise 
fences already in existence, simply attaching the 
wtro-netting to them. I am in hopes that by 
putting on a little pressure the two and a-half 
sections in that direction may be up before the 
rabbits reach our border. 

Mr. MURPHY : Then we shall want an 
inner line. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You have 
to get an outer one first. I understood the 
hon. me m her to say that the fence ought 
to be taken right along our southern boundary 
to the South Australian border. I believe 
it would be practically impossible to mamtain 
that fence on our border line. You may 
leave part of the colony outside the fence; 
and before I left the Lands Office I cut off the 
extreme western corner, because I thought it 
would be perfectly hopeless to try and get the 
fence completed in time, I only regret that I 

did not turn off before they got to the range, 
Another difficulty would be that before we 
could reach our border again there is a group of 
sandstone ridges, which it would be pmctically 
impossible to get the fence across, and we 
would have to go round. However, by keeping 
more to the west we avoid those sandstone 
ridges. Now, once Cooper's Creek is crossed, 
and the fence is extended, we ought to try to 
cut off a corner of South Australia; we would 
have to take some country from them, and 
give them a large piece of our own further 
on. Then, if it is to be extended further along 
the border line, we should have to keep to the 
watershed ,,f the creeks. \Vhen we get into 
such a network of ana branches as on the lower 
Cooper's Creek, or even the Lower Diamantina, 
the rabbit fence would be practically valueless. 
The currents are not btcd, but the drift, such as 
it i,,, would nece'lsitttte putting up the fence after 
almost every flood that occurs. A telegram has been 
put into my hancls which was received from :Yir. 
Dickson before I left the Lands Office, giving 
information about rabbits that were said to have 
been seen about thirty miles inside our territory 
-he does not specify where-in some rocky, 
broken scrub-extremely difficult country indeed. 
There are small caves in the stmdstone, and >t 
small colony of raubits were supposed to have 
established themselves there. He had not seen 
any, but he was told they were there; and if 
they had to be dealt with, be recommended that 
some bisulphide of c~rbon should be sent out, as 
he could not shoot them. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was 
sent. 

The MINISTER FOE WORKS: I daresay 
that would enable him to deal with them. 
Now, when the hon. member SR,id that only 
seventy miles of fence had been actually com
pleted l do not think he was quite right. 

Mr. JIIIURPHY : I said west of rtungerford. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There 

was one break in the fence across a lake, where 
it was impossible to put the fence up. The 
fence was taken into the water, so that the 
rabbits could not pass without swimming across 
a large expanse of comparatively shallow water, 
and I do not think there is any danger of that 
if it is watched carefully. Of course, as soon 
as the water is low enough to enable the 
fence to be joined it will be done, but it is prac
tically a barrier now. I think that the Govern
ment have done everything that they could pos
sibly have done. I do not feel perfectly confident 
of the result, still I maintain this House and the 
country are justified in ttpproving of our efforts 
to shut the rabbits out. To sit down and let 
them overrun the country would be a must 
miserable thing to do. \Vhether what we have 
done succeeds or not, it was the best thing we 
could do, and the only thing we knew how to do; 
and if the fence is to be extended I only hope 
the country will see the necessity of doing it, 
and of so apportioning the burden that will 
necessarily fall on somebody or other as to make 
it as light as possible on those who are indirectly 
interested in the matter. The main part of it 
must fall on those most directly interested. 

Mr. MUICPHY : 'Ihat is the whole com
munity. 

The MINISTBR FOR WORKS : I cannot 
say that it is the whole community. I can 
understand that every body is interested, what
ever their occupations are, but it is very hard 
indeed to make a large ,,ection of the community 
feel that they ttre ilirectly orindirectly interested 
in dealing with this pest. The clanger and diffi
culty and mischief arising from it are too far 
away in the future for them to realise the 
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losses they must sustain ; so that I do not 
see any help whatever for the future extension 
of the fence as well as for bearing the cost 
of maintaining that which is already erected, 
except by asking those who are directly in
terested in these matters to bear the whole 
cost of the work. I do not think there is any 
other chance of dealing with it. There are many 
places in the inside districts where JlCople will 
say that if rabbits are brought there it is a matter 
of indifference to them, because the natural 
enemies of the rabbit are carefully preserved to 
keep at bay an enemy almost as dangerous-the 
marsupial. I look upon that as a sort of glimmer 
nf hope for the fnture. There was a time in 
the Central districts of Queensland when I 
belie,-e the country wa" in an infinitely worse 
state from the nwages of marsupials than any 
part of New South \Vales is now from rabbits. 
A gTPat many parts of the di;;trict would hardly 
keep a sheep or a cow. I know that on my own 
place I could hardly keep a small milking herd, 
where I am now able to keep 10,000 or 12,000 
head of cattle. 

Mr. MURPHY: All through the marsupials? 

The MINISTER FOH WORKS: Ye", tbev 
had taken possession of the whole country ; it 
was absolut~ly worthless, eaten out root and 
branch ; and yet within two years after they 
were at their very worst they disappeared, so 
that you would not see one in a week's ride, or 
even the track of one on black-soil country after 
rain. I do not know that the same thing is 
likely to happen with rabbits, but it is a sort of 
glimmer of hope I have. 

Mr. DO:N ALDSO:N : When it gets to the 
worst? 

The l\H::'fiSJ'ER FOR WORKS : When 
there io no room for anything else in the country, 
if it ever does reach that point. I only hope the 
same thing may result as with the marsupials
that they will eat themselves out or die out 
suddenly, having exhausted their natural vitality. 
However, I do not think it would have lJeen a 
right or proper thing under the circumstances 
to sit down and pray for anything of that kind. 
The Government did everything they possibly 
could. They pushed on the work, in spite of 
what the hon. member for Barcoo has said, with 
all the speed possible. \Ve have had a very 
energetic and active man supervising the work, 
and I am quite satisfied from his report, as well 
as from my own knowledge of work tlmt has 
been conducted elsewhere under similar climatic 
conditions during the last eighteen months, that 
the work could not have been any further ahead 
if we had had double the number of men. \V e 
could not possibly have got it up faster than has 
been the case. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
hon. member for Barcoo has been reproved for 
having occupied the time of the House by reading 
lengthy quotations. That hon. member certrtinly 
gave to the House a great deal of information 
which it did not possess before; and I only wish 
the :Minister for \Vorks had followed his example, 
and read us something that would have been as 
interesting, instead of n1aundering a\vay in 
his usual drivelling style, saying the smne 
thing over and over again, and after all 
giving us very little informr~tion. All credit 
is due to the hrm. member for Barcoo for 
having gone so thoroughly and exhaustively 
into the ;mbject, and when hrm. members read 
his speech to-monow they will see that what has 
happened to the adjoining colony may, and pro
bably will, happen to us unle's strong measures 
are taken to prevent the evil coming upon us. 
They will consider that he did not in any way 
waste the time of the House, but that, on the 

contrary, he has opened the eyes of many hon. 
members on the other side who have not yet had 
an opportunity of gauging the immensitY: of the 
evil with which we are threatened. Havmg the 
example of New South \Vales before us, I sin
cerely hope that we shall take time by the fore
lock. From tlw J<;stimates of New South \Vales 
I notice that at the present time the taxpayers 
of that colony-not the pastoral tenants, but the 
general taxp'ayPrs--are contributing something 
like £93,000 towards the destruction of rabbits. 
And we can only avoid any such great expendi
ture in the future by judicious expenditure now. 
I was very much surprised to hear the Minis
ter for \Vorks say he had no intention of 
making the line sug-gested by the hon. mem
ber for Darling Downs, Mr. Allan. It is a 
line which is highly necessary. The hon. 
gentleman se~med to think that although five 
rabbits have been found there it is not likely that 
there are any more. \Vhen :Mr. Golden went to 
New South \Vale., he said he did not believe 
there were any. The Minister for \Vorks may 
say what he likes, but it do<'S not follow that 
th.ere are not anv amount of rabbits there. It 
is beyond question, from infornmtion which 
is or ought to be in the possession of the Govern
ment, that there are large quantities of rabbits to 
the north and east of the line constructed by the 
New South \Vales Government. An enormous 
advantage would be g-ained by extending the 
line, becanse it would give a double line of 
fencing which I believe is almost essential to 
permanently check the advance of the rabbits. 
I have no wish to carp at what the Government 
have done. I believe they have had very con
siderable difficulties to contend against. All I 
say is that, having begun the work, let it be 
done thoroughly. The streng-th of a chain 
is its weakest link, and if we leave a gap 
in one rabbit fence we might just as well 
have no fence at all. I hope the Govern
ment will see their way to spend a considerable 
amount on an eastern fence ; it will have to go 
further to the east to prevent rabbits getting in 
nearer to our seaboard, although possibly there 
is not so much danger there as a little further 
west. The Minister for Lands,-I beg the hon. 
g-entleman's pnrdon, I mean the Minister for 
\Vorks-there have been so many transposi
tions and changes in the Ministry that I cannot 
be held responsible for the mistake, but he has 
been more notorhus as :i\finister for Lands than 
he has yet made himseif as Minister for vVorks,
the Minister for \Vorks said there was a glimmer 
of hope that rabbits would disappear in the same 
way that mttrsupials had disappeared from the 
Central district. But there is an Act on our 
Statute-book, called the Marsupials Destruction 
Act, which, I imagine, bad a great deal to do 
with that. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not at all. 
Mr. MOREHE.AD: \Veil, that is the opinion 

of ninety-nine men out every hundred who know 
anything about it. I know the Minister for 
Works is a great believer in interpositions of 
Providence-that Providence does a special busi
ness on the hon. member's account, even going 
so far as to destroy mar:,npials without any act 
of nmn at all-but I bold that the Marsupials 
Destruction Act had more to do with it 
than anything else. There may have been 
other cansf';, but that Act did the busi
ness. However, I an1 not going to deta.in the 
House longer at this late hour, and I sincerely 
trust that the Government and the House, having
put their hand to the plough, in the direction 
of trying to prevent the introduction of this pest 
into Queensland, will not pause in the good 
work, and will accept any suggestions that may 
be made by men with knowledge as to the best 
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strategic points at which to keep out the invader. 
We haYe possibly spent a more profitable even
ing in dealing with our invaders than if we 
had been dealing with our defenders; and to 
prevent this particular invasion is a matter of the 
supremest importance to to the entire eolony. 

Mr. LALOR said: Mr. Speaker,-The sub
ject of repelling the threatened inYasion of 
rabbits is one in which I and my constituents 
take the deepest interest, and it is an almost 
unanimous opinion in my electorate that the 
rabbit-proof fence should be extended much 
further to the eastward than was at first con
templated. On this subject I will read a resolu
tion which was passed some time ago at a meet
ing of the \Vestern Agricultural and Pastoral 
Association at Eoma :-

'"rhat this association desires to impress upon the 
Government the necessity for vigorouxly carrying on 
the erection of the rahbit~proof fence between New 
South \Vales and Queensland. and that such fence 
should be extended east from narringun for about lOO 
miles as soon as possible." 

Indeed, I would go so far as to say that it should 
be extended in that direction for at least 400 miles. 
Unless something of that kind is done a danger
ous gap will be left open, and, according· to all 
accounts, it will not be long before they are over 
our border there. I haYe only one further 
remark to make, and that is, that I was sorry 
to hear the hnn. member for Barcoo speak dis
paragingly about one of the men, J\1r. Plunkett, 
sent by this Government to look after the erection 
of the fence. In my opinion the Government 
could not have chosen a better man. 

Mr. DO:NALDSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
take a great deal of interest in this question, and 
I should have liked to say something upon it. 
But the hour is late, and I prefer not to speak to 
empty benches, or to keep the few members who 
are present longer from their homes. It is now 
11 o'clock, and quite time we adjourned. 

The PREMIER ;aiel: Mr. Speaker,-Itis not 
worth while going into Supply this evening, and 
with the permission of the House I will withdraw 
the motion. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly, and, on the 
motion of the PREMIER, made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER said: I move that this House 

do now adjourn. Supply will be the first 
business to-morrow. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at nine minutes to 11 

o'clock. 
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