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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesdc,y, 21 Septembo·, 1887. 

Petitions-Establishment of a Univcrsity.-Qucstions.
Formal :1\Totions.-Electoral Districts l3ill-second 
reading.-:Th:Iessage from the Legislative CounciL
Immigration Act Amendment Bill of 1887-sccond 
reading.-Queensland 1!-,isheries Bill-committee.
Adjournmcnt. 

The SPEAKER took the chn.ir at half-past 
3 o clock. 

PETITIONS. 

EsTABLISHii!ENT o~· A UNIVERSITY. 

The PREMIER presented a petition from the 
trustees of the Toowoomba Grammar School, 
praying the House to make provision for the 
establishment of a university, and said that the 
petition was on similar lines to other petitions 
which had been presented dealing with the same 
subject. He moved that it be received. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER presented a petition signed 

by .Tame' J. Nolan, on behalf of the committee 
of the \Vesleyan Methodist Church of Queen.o
l"'nd, of similar purport and prayer; and moved 
that it be received. 

Question put and passed. 

QUESTIONS. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN asked the 
Minister for \Vorks--

·whether concrete piers have been substituted for 
vilcs, driven, pbnted, or built, on the second sect.ion 
of the Cairns railway ?-and if so, how many cubic 
yards of concrete will be req~1ired for that item of work? 

The ME'HSTER FOR WO!tKS (Hon. C. R 
Dutton) replied-

'l'he question of substituting concrete piers for piles, 
driven, planted, or built, has recently been considerccl. 
and at present is the subject of corre.;;ponclence ·with 
the Chief Engineer, but final decision has not yet been 
arrived at. 

Mr. KELLJ<~TT asked the Minister for 
\Vorks-

1. If the whole ol the £160,000 loan vote, 18S2-3, 
towards a line from lps·wich to ~Iaryborough, ticZ Kil
kivan, is available? 

2. If any portion of vote has been expendei.? 

3. If so, on what works, ancl to what amount? 

The MINIS'rER FOil WORKS replied-
1. No. 
2. Yes. 
3. On constructing t.he raihvay frmn Kilkivan Junc

tion to Kilkivan. Total expenditure to da.te, £165,570 
l9s. 4d. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed 

to:-
By Mr. P ALMER-
That there he laid upon the tahle of this House, a 

Return showing-
1. 'l'he area of the watershed, also the length, dia

meter, sectional area, discharge capacity, and cost to 
date of the culvert under the Brisbane Station yard. 

2. 'l'he name of the engineer resr10nsible for the con
struction of that cnlvert with its several extensions, 
and whether a survey was made to ascertain the neces
sary d1·ainage requirements at that place. 

3. The dimneter and estimated cost of the extension 
of that drain now under construction. 

4. 'l'he sectional area and discharge capacity of the 
outlet to that drain under Roma street. 

5. The area of the watershed, also diameter, sectional 
area, and discharge capacity of the cu1vert unUer 
l\lilton railway embankment. 

6. The estirna ted difference in oost per lineal yard 
bet\veen a 5-feet and an 8-feet brick or concrete culvert, 
also between a 4-fect and a 6-feet brick or concrete 
culvert. 

By Mr. DONALDSON-
1. 1'hat the Oooneana Raihvay Bill be referred for the 

consideration and report of a Select Committee. 
2. That such committee have power to send for 

persons and papers, and leave to sit during any adjourn
ment of the House, and that it consist of 1\Ir. l\lorgan, 
l\Ir. 1/Vakefield, :J.Ir. t-l. ~ .... Brooks, l\lr. Palmer, and the 
mover. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

On the Order of the Day being read for the 
resumption of adjourned debate on Sir S. \V. 
Griffith's motion, "That the Bill be now read a 
second time''- · 

Mr. JESSOP said: .Mr. Speaker,-When I 
rose to move the adjournment of the debate last 
night I did not do so with the intention of 
securing the first opportunity of speaking 
on the subject this evening, as I have very 
little to say. Still, I think it my duty to protest 
against this Bill, on principle. I know the second 
reading will be pttssed, but I hope if the Bill 
ever comes out of committee it will come out 
considerably altered. I think the Bill is prema
ture, and I am sure it does not suit a large 
number of people, as is shown by the speeches 
already made by a number of hon. members. 
The boundaries in a great many instances are, 
to say the least of them, absurd. Take for 
instance my own electorate. The reason given 
for throwing Dttlby ttnd Northern Downs into 
one electorate is that there is not a sufficiently 
large population there to enable them on a 
population basis to return more than one mem
ber. The reason for that, however, is that 
portions of the most thickly populated parts of 
thos<e electorates are cut off and thrown into 
other electorates. In the Dalby elecLorate, at 
J oml:1,ryan and Rosalie, there are a large number 
of settlers, and that portion is cut off ; on the 
other httnd, at the Condamine there is a large 
portion of the country there taken away from 
Northern Downs, and thrown into the Balonne, 
going away uut to the MoonieRiver where there is 
a considerable number of people. It is by these 
mee.ns that a large number of the population is 
t"'ken away, and according to the population basis 
there are not enough people left in the separate dis
tricts to entitle them to two members. I find that 
in a great many other places the old electorates have 
been enlarged, and if the same advantage were 
given to us, and our electorates enlarged to the 
same extent as others, we should be entitled to 
two members. I am quite sure if that were done 
the electorates could be worked easier, and with 
less expense to the Government. It is strange that 
the members representing those electorates should 
happen to sit on the opposite side of the House to 
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the present Government. I do not know whether 
that is the cause of the proposed chang·e, and I 
hope it is not, though it certainly seems like it, 
because in other instances the olcl electorates are 
not cut up in this way. A portion of Ho,alie 
also is taken away from us and thrown into 
Aubigny, and to siww that the people there do 
not like that I may say that only a short 
time ago the residents of a subdivision of the 
Rosalie Division petitioned to be brought under 
the Wamho Division. Their roads tmd interests 
are in that division properly ; they do all their 
business there, and for that reason they petitioned 
to be brought under our board. There is another 
objection I have to raise, and that is to the pro
posed change of the name of these electorates to 
"Chinchilla." Surely the name of the district 
of Dalby or Northern Downs might have been left l 
As for Dalby, it is one of the oldest incorporated 
towns in the colony, having been incorpora.teU, 
I think, in 18G3, and Northern Downs was one 
of the first districts established after the sena
ration of the colony. If these namet! are t<) he 
wiped out I think it will be unfair to the resi
dents of the place. The late Minister for \Vorks 
once said he would like to wipe Dalby off the face 
of the earth, and that he would wiJJe it out, and 
I hope the Government do not propose to do 
that, but it appears like it. To "how that my 
constituents are against the proposed changes 
I will read a telegram I received yesterday, 
dated "Dalby, 20th September." It is as 
follows:-

"At a public meeting held last night the following 
resolutions were unanimously carried T'hat this meet
ing most strenuously protests ngainst the gross injn.stiec 
inflicted upon the D~tlby and Northern Downs electors by 
the proposed rwtion of the Govermnent in nmalg-arnating 
t,hese electorates and reducing Uwir representation to 
one member, and consider it unfair that Dalby, one of 
the oldest :incorporated towns in the CrJlony, and 
Northern Do,vns, one of the oldest electorates, should 
cease to be separate constituencies an cl become one to 
be called ' Chinchilla.' 

"'rhat the foregoing resolution be forwarded to our 
member :Cor presentation in the proper ctnartel· and 
that hP- may use it as he deems advisable." 
That telegram is signed by 1\Ir. IV. \Vood, mayor, 
and chairman of the meeting. Previous to that 
meeting being held I was asked by several persons 
whether there was any possibility of getting 
the thing altered, and if they should hold a 
meeting ; and I told them to use their own 
good sense as to whether they should hold a 
meeting or not. I found when I got home last 
week that everybody was much excited about 
the proposed changes, and very much annoyed to 
find two strong electorates like those thrown into 
one, and only entitled to one member. I trust, 
when the Bill gets into committee, there will be 
some opportunity to amend it in this rE·spect. 

Mr. KATES said: J.Yir. Speaker,-So far a.s 
the debate has gone I see that the chief battle 
will be fought in committee. A ~reat deal of 
dissatisfaction has been expressed on the Darling 
Downs with respect to this Bill, am! especially 
mnongst n1y own constituentR at the way in 
which the electorate is to be cut up. Hitherto the 
Darling DownR group has returned nine n1ernbers 
-Drayton and Toowoomba two, Darling Downs 
two, and Dalby, Northern Downs, Aubigny. \Var
wick, and Carnarvon one each. No,;, the nlur~ber 
is to be reduced to eight. It is a very consider
able time since the last Redistribution Bill was 
passed. 

The PREMIER: Nine years ago. 
Mr. KATES : Yes, nine years ago ; and I am 

sure the population must have increased in that 
time by from 50 to 60 per cent. ; and I cannot 
see why we should be cut down by one member 
when there has been so great an increase in the 
p pulation. I belieYe myself in a redistribu
twn according to the population ; but I do not 

consider it has been fully recognised in this Bill. 
A farmer, with a wife and ei~ht or nine children, 
is of more benefit to the country tlum tt single 
man vvho 1nav be a 1niner. The n1iner 1nay go 
to Charters "Towers frotu Nevv Zealand, and 
after staying for six months he might m't like 
the prospects of the field, >tnd go back to New 
Zealand; bnt the farmer is fixed upon the soil, 
and he n1ay have sous growing up now sixteen or 
seYenteen years of age, and before we get another 
Redistribution Bill thos•e boys will be entitled to 
vute; and I think, therefore, the farmer settled 
on the land with his family is better entitled to 
representation than the single man. I shall ha Ye 
a good deal to say about the Bill when it gets 
into committee. \Vith regard to the change of 
name, I cannot see why the old familiar n>tme of 
"Darling Downs" should be wiped out. It h".s 
been a constituency since ,.,epara.tion, and to show 
the House that my constituents are opposed to 
the change I may say there was a meeting held 
the night before last at Allom, and that I have 
received the following resolution passed at that 
Ineeting :-

"That in t1w rcdis.tribut.ion of the electorates the 
name ' l.larling Downs ' be retained for this electorate, 
aud the bonulla.lT lino extended so as to retain Cmn~ 
booya, G1·ccmnmint, llacl..: Plain~:~, Lcyburn and district, 
and extend t<lW rd~ Goondiwindi to make up for the 
portion cnt ot1' and thrown into the \Yanvick electorate 
so g<.; to entitle it to return two members rLS formerly, 
and tha..t Allora be the place of nomination as before." 
\V ell, sir, I believe in identity of interests, and I 
believe that these agricultural districts should 
be joined together when they are alongside one 
another. l<'or instance, Clifton Back Plains, in 
my electorate, are chiefly settled by farmers, and 
they do not like to be cut away from the other 
part of the electorate. Their intereRts are iden
tical with those of the settlers at Killarney and 
at Allora, and they do not like to be thrown 
into a squatting constitnenc·y like Y andilla, 
Cecil Plains, or 'Nest brook. I hope, therefore, 
the boundaries will not be so altered in com
mittee as to make it a purely agricultural con
stituency. I slmll say no more on the question 
to-clay, but when in committee I shall bring 
forwal'll an amendment which will suit my con
stituents, and I hope the Government will assist 
me in rectifying the boundaries so as to give 
satisfaction to the Dariing Downs people. 

Mr.J\IELLOil said: .i\lr.Speaker,-Agood deal 
has been silid with reference to the bC~sis on which 
the Bill is framed, but some speakers have entirely 
ignored the total population ?asis, especially the 
Xorthern members, who thmk the tcdult male 
popuhttion the proper basis, because the propor
tion of adnlt 1nales is greater in theN orth than 
in the South, a" compared with the total popu
htion. I think, however, tlmt the basis in the 
Bill is as fair a basis ao we can be asked to adopt, 
and I trust most sinc'lrely that the measm·e will 
be passerl as it stands, or with very little altera
tion. \Vith reference to a rmnark nutde abont 
the Isis, I think that would he better with the 
Bnrrum, becume it is a fanning district, and 
closely connrcted with the Bnrrnm. It seems, 
however, that portion~ ha vA been taken fron1 
some districts to make up deficiencies in others, 
a11Cl for that rea,on, I suppose, Isis has 
been put into the Durnett electorate. Eids
wold has now a go\)d population, and if we 
look forward to the future, as some have 
done, we mr<y say that the Burnett will be 
under-repreoented in a very short time, because 
we know what goldfields are when they com
mence, and there is a rush to Eidswold at the 
present time. I do not think that has been 
taken in to considerntion. Generally speaking, 
however, the division made will suit all parties 
concerned. I am glad to congratulate the 
Government and the country, in the absence 
of the hon. member for Gympie, on the 
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fact that Gympie has been considered to be 
entitled, as regards both tot>1l population and 
>1dult nmle population, to two members. In fact, 
I do not think there has been anything really 
subsktntir1l said against the Bill-nothing to 
warrant any serious alteration when in com
mittee--and I trust that no attempt will be 
made to alter it, because if we begin to alter one 
portion of an electorate that will cause the altera
tion of pretty nearly the whole. Perhaps some 
small details m>ty be altered in committee, but in 
the main the electorates seem so justly arranged 
in reg>trd to total population and adult male 
population that the Bill could not have been 
fr>tmed on better or fairer linPs, and I shall be 
glad to give it my support. I am glad to notice 
the acloption of the system of single electorates 
in this measure. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Is that a novelty? 

Mr. MEL LOR: If I remember rightly, during 
the debate on the last Redistribution Bill, it W>ts 
considered by a good many members to be very 
much against the interests of the colony to have 
single electorates. It v.tLs thought very much 
better that there should be double electorates, and 
in some places electorates returning three mem
bers; but I think that would be a mistake; and 
I am glad that the principle of single electorates 
has been adopted in this measure. I shall give 
the Bill my hearty support, and I hope it will 
pass as nearly as possible in its present form. 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,-It does 
not seem to me that a sufficient case has been 
made out for bringing this Bill forward at this 
particulrtr time. There are, no doubt, some 
anomalies in the representation of the colony, 
but they are not of such a grave character as to 
be brought forward at the pre~ent time, when 
there are other things which more urgently 
require our attention. I think that if a few 
members had been taken from the South, and 
an equal number given to the North, the 
whole of the requirements of the colony 
in regard to representation at the present time 
would have been satisfied; but the Bill 
does not seem to please anybody except 
perhaps one or two supporters of the Govern· 
ment ; and even they have told us that they 
expect to make some alterations when in com
mittee. But we have been cautioned by two 
Thlinisters and one ex-J:Vlinister that we need not 
expect to do anything of the sort, because if 
we once begin tinkering with the boundaries 
there will be no end to it, ctnd the Bill 
will have to be withdrawn. IV e ht~Ye been 
told that every alteration, however slight, in 
one electorate will involve ,;Iterations in one, 
or two probably, of the adjoining electorates. 
Unless the duty of fixing the boundaries devolves 
upon some other court than this one, I am afraid 
that before we get them adjusted we slutll reach 
very nearly Christmas. I also object to the Bill 
for the reason that has been men tionecl hy so 
many speakers-thn,t there has been an absolute 
ignoring of the principle of having an identity of 
interests within each electomte. 

'The PRE:YIIER: Give an instance. 
Mr. Nl:LSO::'If: I could gi\'C half-a-dozen 

instances. 
The PREMIER: Not one has been given up 

to the present. 
Mr. NOR1'0N: I gave you one. 
Mr. NELSON: I will give the hon. gentleman 

one instance, although that kind of challenge is 
more the argument of a banister than of a man 
who wishes to get the truth. However, I will 
give one instance. Take the electomte of 
Northern Downs. The township of Taroom is 
tacked on by this Bill to the Maranoa. Now, 

the whole of their trade, post and coach traffic, 
and everything else comes to Miles or Chinchilla. 
\Vby they 'hould be taken away from the 
electomte they are in, and put on to JY1aranoa, 
outside their own interests altogether, is what 
I want explained. They did not ask for it, and 
they do not want it. 

The PREi\IIER: Just look at the map and 
see what it would be like. Do you want it to 
look like an hour-glass? 

Mr. NELSON: It does not matter how the 
map looks: what we want is to have the people 
represented. I would strongly advise that the 
Bill be withdrawn; we have very much more 
important matters to attend to at the present 
time. 1'here is a dark cloud of apprehension 
hanging over the colony now; doubt and distrust 
are diffused throughout the whole of Queens
land, and a paidul feeling of insecurity is dis
couraging all useful pursuits. 

The PRE:YIIER: Dear me! 
Mr. NELSON: The Premier laughs because 

he does not know it. \V e see what the result of 
his ignorance has been in the past by the effects 
at the present moment. He admits himself, 
and he has frequently admitted, that he never 
knew what the revenue of the colony was, and 
he does not know it now. 

The PREMIER : What? 
~Ir. NELSON : I say you never knew what 

the real revenue of the colony was. 

The PREi\HER : I never said so. 
Mr. N01lTO~ : Y on said something very 

like it. 
The PREMIER: I have said nothing of the 

kind. 
Mr. NELSON: The fact of the matter is that 

the worst thing the late Government ever 
did was to leave a surplus in the Trettoury; it 
completely demoralised their successors. They 
thought there wm; no occasion to inquire what 
the revenue of the colony was ; it was unlimited, 
and they could go on spending to all eternity. 
\Ye know that from their own confession, and 
from the results that have taken place. \V ell, 
sir, that being the stttte of the colony, I think it 
is imperative that we should go at once to the 
country "vithout waiting for redistribution or 
new electoral rolb, or anything of the sort. 
\Vhat the colony now imperatively demands is 
smne rnan of large experience and of wide 
experience, of strict integrity-a rnan of so1ne 
finunchtl resources ancl expedients-to take 
charge of the Treasury ; and the sooner we 
get that man the better it will be for the 
colony. \V e cannot delay; we cannot put it 
off. This deficit is growing every day, and 
unless we take some steps to check it we do 
not know wh:1t disgrace it n1ay lead to. 
Now, sir, I think that is a very good reason 
why we should not go on with this Bill, seeing, 
moreover, that there is every nrospect of its 
taking a long period of time to get through. 
The members on both sides of the House say 
they are going to alter it in committee, an<l 
Ministers say they will not allow it to be altered 
in committee. \V ell, the Premier will have an 
opportunity of telling us whether he is going to 
allow alterations to be made or not. If he is not, 
I do not think the Bill will pass its second reaO.
ing; if ho is going to allow g,lterations to be 
made, we do not know what period ot t.f!le this 
Bill may take in its discussion. 

:VIr. KATES: \Ye have plenty of time. 
Mr. NELSOX: \Ye have not plenty of time. 

How can we have plenty of time when the 
Treasury is devoid of money-in a state of impe
cuniosity? We are in fact in this disgracefl.1lstate; 
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we are living on the public balances; we are living 
on the deposits in the savings hank. Hon. 
members may laugh; but show me where the 
money is. We are living on the balance of the 
Lo&n Fund and the Trust Funds, and the 
savings bank deposits, and nothing else; and I say 
that is a most disgraceful state for any colony to 
be in, and the longer we suffer it to exist the 
more culpable we shall be. That is my principal 
objection to going on with the Bill now ; we can· 
not afford the time. We ought, I say, to go to the 
country at once, and let the country judge of the 
kind of administration we have had for the last 
four years. There is a measure of justice in it too, 
because the Ministers will then be judged by the 
same constituencies which entrusted them with 
the management of the colony ; and they may 
depend upon it that they will be judged, not by 
their professions, not by the preaching they give 
us, but by the results of their administration. 
In order to give an opportunity of coming to 
some decision on this point, I will on my own 
authority, and without consultation with any 
one, move an amendment to the effect that the 
word "now" be omitted, with the view of adding 
after "time" the words " this day six months." 

Question- That the word proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put. 

Mr. KATES: Mr. Speaker,-I yesterday 
understood the hon. leader of the Opposition t" 
say that he was not going to oppose the second 
reading of the Bill. We have now another 
leader of the Opposition. 

The PREMIER: Didn't you hear him describe 
himself just now? 

Mr. MOREHEAD: What I have said I will 
do. 

Mr. NELSON : I did not describe myself. I 
do not pretend to experience, and that i" the first 
qualification I mentioned-a man of large expe· 
rience. That is rather a mean way of putting it. 

Mr. BRO'.VN said: Mr. Speaker,-I should 
like to say a few words before the debate closes. 
The principal point of contention seems to be as 
to the basis of representation. Hon. me>nbers 
on the other side contend that the whole popula
tion should be taken as the basis. That seems 
to me to be an erroneous idea. '.Vhere every 
resident in the colony has a vote the basis 
should be the voting power. 'rhe man who has 
a farm or a wife and family has jmt as much and 
no more vQting power than a man who has 
neither a farm nor a wife and family. Each 
man is entitled to the same amount of represen
tation. The poorest man in the community has 
a vote just the same as a man who draws :m in· 
come of £100,000 a year. That principle being 
recognised, it follows as a matter of course that 
the male adult population should be our basis of 
representation. '.Ve know that in the '.Vestem 
districts of che colony, and in the far North, the 
male adult population is considerably larger 
in proportion than in more settled districts. 
That is a matter easily understood. A large 
number of the male adults are not able to carry 
their families about with them; they must lettve 
them in the settled districts; and hon. members 
must know hundreds of instances where the 
families of men working in the more distant parts 
of the colony reside at the seaports o,nd other 
centres of population. There can be no doubt 
as to the equity of taking the male adult popula
tion as the basis of representation ; and that, I 
believe, would be the opinion of the electors if 
the question were referred to them. Indeed, the 
principle is admitted to a large extent by the 
Government in this Bill, from which it is quite 
evident that they have not framed their scheme 
of representation on the total population of the 
colony. We have heard a good deal about the 

metropolitan constituencies. vVe all know, or 
should know, that, as a matter of fact, such con· 
stituences as BrisbrrnP, Ipswich, and East and 
\Vest JHnreton do not re~uire the oame amount 
of representation as the outside districts. There 
are six members representing what are called the 
metropolitan constituencies, and it should be 
remembered that those six members are always 
on the spot. Now, although we may have 
ten members for the North of Queensland, 
we know that practically they cannot be 
always here; so that Brisbane virtually has 
as much representation as the whole of North 
Queenshmd. Of our ten members two sit on 
the other side of the House, which makes 
the numbers eight to six. But, on account of 
the enormous distance we have to travel, we 
cannot possibly have six members present during 
a session, while the six metropolitan members 
need never be absent. Then consider also the 
number of members for other constituencies who 
live in Brisbane ; and bear in mind that out of 
the thirty-seven members of the other Chamber, 
only one comes from North Queensland, and one 
from the Central division. Surely it is high time 
some alteration was made in the constitution of 
that upper Chamber. Such being the case, I 
contend that if Brisbane did not return a single 
member it would be very well represented. 
Hon. members laugh, but it is so. There is 
hardly a member of the House, residing in Bris
bane, who has not interests in the city of 
Brisbane, and who would not be always ready to 
give all the aid he could to anything which 
would tend to the advantage and progress of the 
city. It is ltbsurd to l1rgue that the metropolitan 
constituencies should have anything approaching 
the same amount of representation that the outside 
districts should have. \Vhen 1 speak of North 
Queensland, let me say, I am not referring to my 
own electorate. The Government have treated 
it very fairly indeed, and I give them credit for 
having done so. I refer to those enormous con
stituencies like Burke, which is to have one 
member for an adult male population of 2,000, 
while a small Southern constituency like Drayton 
and Toowoomba is to have two members for an 
a<lult male population of something under 2,000. 
That is al:'ything but equitable. In the allot
ment of members, distance from the seat of 
governn1ent should, as was !Jointed uut ycster .. 
clay, be taken into considemtion. Then there is 
the district of Carpentaria, which is known to 
have an adult male population of at least 6, 000, 
to which one member is allotted. The Govern
ment may Ray that they must be guided by the 
figures of the last census. There is Rome reason 
in that, but I would remind the House that two 
years ago, when four additional members were 
granted, the allot;nent was not based upon the 
previous census, but upon facts that had come to 
the knowledge of the Government. They had 
heard that the population in certt~in districts had 
largely increased, and on that account alone they 
decidea to give additional representation to 
those districts. They have similar informa
tion now with regard to Carpentttria. They 
know that the population there has in
creased enonnously since the census was taken, 
and that there is every indication of a large 
permanent population at Croydon. Knowing 
that, they ought to have taken the claims of 
Carpentaria into consideration. Compared with 
the Southern districts Carpentaria will he almost 
unrepresented, and the Government cannot reason
ably refuse to assign an additional member 
to it. Taking the Bill as a whole, I think it is 
to be regretted that we should increase the 
members by such a large number. I admit that 
the Government might have had a difficulty in 
making out a scheme which would h.we been 
equitable, and at the same time have retained the 
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number of members as at present, or even, if 
possible, have reduced it. I am sure that if 
fifty member cannot govern Queensland it is 
no use increasing the number. Another point 
dwelt upon by some hon. member was, that it 
is a great pity to alter the boundaries or the 
names of electoral districts, if it can possibly be 
avoided, and in that opinion I concur. 

Mr. McWHANNELL said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
cannot allow the present opportunity to pass 
without raising my voice against the injustice 
which this Bill proposes to do to the central and 
northern parts of the colony. This injustice 
becomes more apparent to me when I look at the 
tables that have been put in our hands with 
regard to the vVestern pastoral group, with which 
districts I am more intimately acquainted. 
Those tables also show that, although the South 
has always been over-represented, this Bill, 
instead of remedying that evil, will add still 
more to it. I trusted that some measure of 
justice would have been done by our en
lightened Premier to the outlying districts, 
instead of which I find that over-representation 
of the South is rather increased than diminished. 
So far as I can gather from the debate, I can see 
no principle and no basis upon which the electo
rates are formed. If some principle had been 
laid down, some hard-and-fast line, and that had 
been adhered to throughout the colony, it would 
have simplified matters greatly, and no doubt 
the public outside would have been more satis
fied and felt that there was at least an effort 
made to do justice to all parts of the colony 
alike. I hold, sir, that the proper basis on 
which the electorates should be formed is adult 
male population, taking also into consideration 
the necessity of giving increased representa
tion to the more distant parts of the colony. 
There have been already good reasons given by 
many hon. members why this ought to be done, 
and therefore I need not dwell further upon 
that matter. In looking over these tables, sir, I 
notice that the vV estern pastoral group does not 
get its fair quota of representation under the 
Bill. The crmstituency I ha\·e the honour to 
repre.,ent is to be cut in two, but I cannot see 
that there is any additional representation given 
to it. I hold, sir, that the Gregory and vVarrego 
districts are entitled to four members-one each 
to the pastoral districts of Gregory N 01i;h and 
South, and two members for the district of 
Warrego. In looking over the tables which 
have been put into our hands I find that the 
proposed electorate of Bnlloo would have 1,HO 
adult males; the Greg01y district 1,444; rtnd the 
\Varrego 1,849. Dividing these three electorates 
into four, it would give an average adult rnale 
population of 1, 183. Now, sir, I do not think 
that this principle compares favourably with the 
average number of adult male population in the 
West JYioreton and Darling Downs group. The 
average of the \Vest JY1oreton grnnp is l, 12S, and 
of the Darling Downs group 1,0(53. I also think 
that the pastoral district of Burke, as laid down 
in the Bill, is entitled to two members. It is a 
very large district, and population there is 
increasing· rapidly. The same remarks will >cpply 
to the Gregory district. In that district when 
the census returns were collected they were 
not brought in for some three months after the 
usual time. In fact, the census was not taken 0n 
the proper day at >ell. There was great difficulty 
in getting the papers distributed, and still more 
in getting them collected, and I believe they 
were furnished at last by someone in the district 
making an estimate of the population. I dare 
say the Premier will have some recollection of 
that. At that time, too, the country was depopu
lated to a great extent by the drought, which 
added to the difficulty of getting the returns 
sent in. I therefore hold that, instead of there 

being only 1, 444 electors in that district, as set 
down in these table'-, there are at the present 
moment half as many more there, and on that 
ground I contend that Gregory North and South 
is each entitled to a member. Mr. Speaker, I 
look upon this Bill as the most unjust that has 
ever been presented to this House. 

HoKOURABI,E MEMBERS on the Government 
side : Oh, oh ! 

Mr. McWHANNELL : It simply shows, sir, 
that the Premier has a mrtjority at his back, and 
that he means to retain that majority. The 
suggestion of the hon. member for Northern 
D:Jwns, Mr. Nelson, that four additional mem
bers should he given to the North, was, I think, 
a very good one. Such a measure as that would 
meet with the support of hoth sides of the House. 
In fact, I think a measure giving four or five 
additional members to the North and two addi
tional to the Central division would meet the case 
at the present time, and I would strongly advise 
the Premier in his present position to adopt 
some such measure, go to the country at once, 
and let the next Parliament decide upon the 
question of a Redistribution Bill. I regret that 
the hon. member for Northern Downs should 
have thought it necessary to introdncean amend
ment on the motion at the present time. I 
thonght it was agreed by all parties that a Redis
tribution Bill was necessary, but, sir, I can 
justly say that we did not expect such an unsatis
factory measure as this now before us. I think, 
however, that the amendment would have been 
very much better left alone; and let us endeavour 
to make the be,,t we can of the Bill in committee. 
I certainly hope that when it goes into committee 
it will come out a very different measure from 
what it is at present. 

Mr. HIGSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I think I 
should be failing in my duty if I did not rise on 
the present occasion to express my opinion with 
regard to this Bill. On looking over the Bill, 
and seeing the preponderance of representation 
that is given to the South over the Northern and 
Central divisions, I think it behoves every mem
ber representing those districts to rise and express 
his views. So far as the Central district is con· 
cerned, I would prefer to have the representation 
we now have to that proposed by this Bill; and if 
we cannot get better, I for one shall be prepared 
to throw it out. The Central division has now 
eleven members, and under this 13ill we shall g-et 
only ten, while in the South there is an increase 
of six. \V e find seveml new electorates created 
in the Snuth-Tonwong for instance, and four or 
five others ; and this considerably increaces the 
voting power of the division. A man may have 
a shop in Queen street, and reside in another 
electorate ; he may have pieces of land in other 
electorates, so that he can assist in returning 
several members to the H01:se, and has almost 
as much influence as the member himself. I 
think, sir, that the basis of representation in 
the Central division should not £0 upon total 
population, and for this reason : \V hen this 
House meets, Brisbane members who have private 
business of their own can do it in the daytime 
and attend here at night, whereas members 
living 500, 600, and 700 miles from the seat of 
government, who h'we private business to attend 
to, cannot come down here under a month or 
six weeks. Therefore those constitueneies are 
not represented for a portion of the session. 
Look at the members now absent from the 
House. They are nearly all Northern and 
Central members. Therefore, I say the southern 
portion of the colony is practically doubly repre
sented compared with the Northern and Central 
districts. Again, sir, with ·regard to population 
I would point out that at the time the census 
was taken in 1886 it was an impossibility that 
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it could be taken properly. People could not 
tmvel about the country at that time, and 
therefore the census is no criterion at all 
of the population of the Central district. 
At the time the census was taken, station hands 
w~re for weeks felling scrub to keep the cattle 
ah,·e, and therefore were not counted, and I am 
certain that if the census were taken nowt he popu
lation would be increa,,ed bymorethanone-half. I 
cannot see why the Blackall elcetorate should ue 
wiped out or cut up and divided among two or 
three other electorates. Take !Yfount Yiorgan, 
for instance-how can it be represented by the 
member for Port Curtis? It has nothing at all 
to do with Port Cnrtis; it has nothing in com
mon with it, and no business connection in any 
way. \Vestwood, again, is to be represented by 
the member for Port Curtis, but it has no con
nection with Port Curtis. It does no business 
with it, and does not lie in the same direction 
either. Instead of wiving out Blackall I think 
that \V est wood, ltosewoud, :Mount .Morgan, and 
the country right down to the Downs should be 
combined, and the mining interests of Rock
hampton would then be properly represented; 
but I cannot see how the member for Port 
Curtis can represent the mining inten:sts of 
Rockhampton and the pastoral interests of Pm:t 
Curtis. I venture to say that there are 3, 000 
electors on .Mount ]\[organ alone, and if that 
was taken into Blaekall the mining interest then 
would be properly represented, and in a short 
time there would be even a larger number of 
adult males f!Ualified to vote in that district. 
Again, I cannot see why North Rockhampton 
should be called Fitzroy. \Vhat has it got to do 
with the Fitzroy? The Fitzroy, after it leaves 
Rockhampton, has not twenty electors along- its 
course. I think, therefore, that that name should 
not be given, and that North Rockhampton 
should have a member to itself. There are from 
800 to 900 ratepayers there, and 500 or GOO house
holders; that would make 1,400 votes with Lake's 
Creek included. \V e find in England that a dis
tinction is made between town rmd country con
stituencies. Counties like Yorkshire and the 
North of Scotland send to Parliament one mem
ber for only 3,000 or 4,000 electors; while the 
city of London members repre"ent from 20,000 
to 30,000 electors. I think we are entitled 
to have members allotted to us on the same 
basis. The Korthern members live away from 
home at great expense. They have to neglect 
their businesH, and labour under other disad van
tage8. Further, I think that not only should 
the population basis be taken, but the revenue 
and extent of territory should be taken into 
account. I would like to ask what there is in 
common bet we' n one district on the coast and 
another 200 or 300 miles away to the west, and 
yet members are supposed to represent interests 
which are not alike. I think in the case of a 
district which includes such a place as Croydon, 
more representation shoulrl be given, \Ve 
should go more into detrtils and see if these 
places are fairly represent0rl. I do not 
think they are, and if they are a little 
short of the population required to entitle 
them to a member, it must he remembered that 
the population is increasing·. I shall certainly 
vote ttJaiDst this Bill, and if it gets into cmr1~ 
mittee I shall endeavour to obtain fairer repre
sentation for the Central district. 

Mr. HA~HLTO:::f said: .Mr. Spr,aker,-In 
the petition sent home from Northern Queens
land in favour of separation, one of the reasons 
given was that the North was not fully repre
sented in Parliament, and the Premier in emu
hating that said that it was intended to bring 
in a Redistrilmtion Bill, thus conveying the 
impres:;ion that he intended to remove the dis
::tbility which Northern Queensland laboured 

under. Takinghisanswerto that petition, and also 
the fact that, on more than one occasion, when 
in the North, he has conveyed the impression 
that the representation was not sufficient, it 
was, I think, only to be snpposed, and the 
North did suppose, that our representation 
would be increased by this Bill. But instead of 
that our representation has actually been re· 
duced, because, altho:1gh we have an additional 
two members, the southern portion of Queens
land has a larger addition. l'iow, I tbink the 
adult male population should be the chief b'"is 
of representation, at any rate in places far re
moved from the capital; and if we take into 
consideration the population of Croydon, 
which has from 8,000 to 10,000 inhabitants-so 
I am credibly informed-if we take that into 
consideration, and also the fact that the North 
will contribute a quarter of the entire revenue, 
and more than one-third of the Customs duties~ 
I think it will be seen that we are entitled to 
at least one-fourth of the representation, which 
would be twenty-two instead of fourteen mem· 
bers. Kow, the distance from the seat of govern· 
ment ought certainly to have more weight 
attached to it, because we know very well that 
the further removed a place is from the 
capital the more difficult it is to get its 
wants attended to, and according to this 
Bill it appears that the electorates near the 
seat of government are to be specially favoured. 
For instance, I notice that the number of adults 
in the northern portion of Queensland required to 
return a member is 1,399, whereas on the Darling 
Downs, which is within a few hours' journey of 
Brisbane, the proportion is 1,063. 'l'he list is 
given here upon which the representation is 
supposed to be based, but that is not correct. 
I s,tw a letter a couple of days since from one of 
the oldest wardens in the colony, who is at pre
sent at Croydon, to a gentleman in the Civil 
Service in Brisbane, and he stated in that letter 
that the population of Croydon now is estima,ted 
at from 8,000 to 10,000; and a man who lived at 
Normanton for the last year told me that the 
population of K ormanton is about 1,000. Taking 
the Croydon population at the lowest estimate-
8,000-and allowing that there are another 1,000 
in the district, as N" ormanton alone has ut least 
900, it makes the population in Carpentaria 
G,OOO; and yet in the returns we have the 
population given at 1, 730. I sup[JOSe the reason 
fur all this is that the Premier does not con
sider these wandering vagrants are entitled to 
the same representation as other constituents. 
In mv own district-the Cook district-the 
population is said to be 3,DD7, but, since the 
census was tak('n, it is known that there has 
been an increase of 200 or 300 ut the Bloomfield 
tin-mines. At Ca.irns, again, the population is 
stated to be 2,G15, and th~ popnbtion is e.,ti
mated hy the residents of Cairns at between 3,000 
and 4,000. The Bill is certainly a g·ood Bill 
from a party point of view, but not from any 
other point of Yiew. The Premier, no doubt, will 
make a point of the fact that members object that 
their constituencies do not get more members, while 
at the •ame time many of them consider the pre
sentmunber of members sufficient; but what we 
most object to is not the increased number of 
members, but the manner in which they are dis
tributed. Our present position is far better in 
the North than the position we shall be placed in 
by this Bill. This appears to me only another 
of the Premier's moves to keep the cry for 
separation alive, and certainly no stronger reason 
has come before us in this Parliament to inten
sify that cry than the Redistribution Bill, and 
tbe unfair representation afforded by it to the 
North. \Vhen the Bill gets out of committee, if 
it ever does get out of committee, I think it 
likely that the framer of it will not know it, 
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Mr. vVHITE said: Mr. Speaker,-I was dh
appointed to see an increase in the num her uf 
members of this Honse proposed, as I think we 
have a sufficient number of talkers alrea,dy. If 
the Government were to dr:1w the boundarie8 of 
the electorates according to the directions of 
every hon. member who has spoken, they would 
make a pretty hash of it. The main objections 
raised to the Bill have been against population 
being considered. I mn sorry to see so 
many hon. members if,'I10ring popuhtion alto
gether. If there is no woman suffrage, and 
not likely to be in this colony, still we know 
the value of wives in general. \V e know they 
have good judgment, and the good influence they 
exercise over the community in which they live. 
\V e know they are not generally unintelligent, 
but are often more intelligent than their hus
bands; and because of the beneficial influence 
they exercise they should, with their familie,, 
have son1e \Veight, and smne consideration 
should be shown them. Hon. members 
representing Northern and \V estern pastoral 
districts are oppo·;ed to total population being 
considered at all. I have a suspici<m that 
members in the paotoral districts look to the 
influence they can exercise over the people that 
are comparatively under them, even in the town
ships. Though there are many intelligent men 
working in those districts on the stations, still 
there are a number who are not so good by a 
long way as the wives in the population we 
are ignoring. Look at the men who go "lamb
ing down," and who then go and get" lambed 
down" ! They have votes, but do they deserve 
them ? Then there are the miners, and I 
know there are a number of them most in
telligent n1en, and on the various diggings 
southward it is smprising to find the number of 
intelligent miners, but they are not all so intelli· 
gent. The hon. member for Townsville men
tioned the fact of the miners being generally so 
intelligent, and referred to the miners in the 
North of England as being the most intelligent 
class of working people in the world, There is a 
peculiarity there, and it is that the North is 
entirely Liberal, and the hon. member who 
expresses this opinion of them is a Conservative, 
and they would repudiate him. The miners in the 
North are all Liberal and they have leavened the 
whole lump, and have rescued the agricultural 
community from the grasp of the landlords by 
their intelligence. I listened to several hon. 
members speaking so bitterly abont the way in 
which they were served, and as I ha<t got hold 
of the wrong paper I felt inclined to take 
their part and become as indignant as they 
at the way in which they were tre<>terl. But 
when I came to look over the other paper I 
did not see tlmt they had anything to complain 
of, because, in.<teml of popnbtion being strictly 
the bo,sis, we find that each memher in the North 
represents a population of 3, 477, and, in the 
Ccntml division, 3,G2-1. Then we find th:1t e;cch 
lllelnber in the -Darling J)owns group represents 
a population of -!,200; \Vest .Moreton, 4,38r); 
and East J\Ioreton, 3,20!-or very ne:,rly 2,000 
more than in those districts whORe members corn
plain so bitterly. In the J\Ietropolitan group 
there is an average of 7,077, so that the Govern
ment have not taken the population as the basis; 
and if any favour h""-' been shown it has been 
shown to the North and the \Vest. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear! 
Mr. WHITB : Therefore I am inclined to 

look with a certain amount of disfrtvour on the 
objections made by hon. members opposite to 
the Bill. I shall support the second reading. 

Mr. GRIMES said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
the discussion has been pretty well thrashed out, 
but I should like to refer to one or two points. I 

have gone through the electorates, as shown on the 
plans, and have carefully studied the tables, and 
I really do not see th:>t there is anything to com
plain of in regard to the propmmls for the 
distribution of members. Looking at the tables, 
no one, without being pr<Jjudiced, will say that 
there is any unb,irness; and looking at the maps 
we find that g-eographically the electorates are 
arranged as conveniently as possible. The elec
torates are pretty well square, and are placed in 
the n1ost convenient way for working during 
>Cn election, and all the electors will be at a 
con;-enient distance from the member if he re
sides in the district. I notice that the objections 
came principally from the Northern members, 
who wish to lmve the adult male basis of rcpre
hentation, ignoring the total population ; and 
some of them even claim that the revenue 
derived from the adult male population shcmld 
he taken into consideration. If we admit 
that, I suppose a thorough good solid drinker, 
whether a whisky drinker or a brandy 
drinker-one who imbibes pretty freely and pays 
pretty freely into the revenue-ought to have 
two votes, whereas a Good Templar should have 
only one_ That is a legitimate conclusion to 
draw in following out the idea of revenue. Then 
a difference ought to be made in regard to 
tobacco-smokers on the ground that they con
tribute largelv to the revenue. But I am sur
prised that l\orthern members, when objecting 
to the way in which Northern electorates are 
arranged, did not cbim that Polyne,ians, Chinese, 
and other alien races should be reckoned. 

The PREMIER: That is what they claim 
practically. 

Mr. GRI1IES: They forgot to notice the 
heading on the top of the page ; and I think it is 
in this directbn that they fell short. In looking 
over the last cemms I find that there are in the 
Northern electorates, as arranged in the tables, 
5,093 Polyne.,ians and 573 natives of other alien 
races, making a total of i\,fitiG, Now, if they had 
:i'~uropean labour only in the Northern territory 
instead of black labour, according to the 
basis of representation set clown in the tables 
they would have been entitled to four addi
tional members. This will prob,;bly work itself 
right by the next census and the next Redis
tribution Biil, when Polynesians are prohibited 
hom coming here, and Europeans have to be 
employed in their pbces. If we go a little 
further and take into account the Chinese who, 
I believe, ""re to a large extent employed as day 
labourer.s on the plantations, and substitute 
Europeans for half of them, the North would be 
entitled to two more adclitiomcl members in that 
'\vay, 1naking a total of twenty n1ernbors for the 
Northern diviHion. Surely they would be satis
fied with that proportion, and if they a<lopt the 
course I have :;uggestecl and go in for I~nropean 
labour, not only will the numb'"' of electors be 
increased but they will make a better show for 
representation also. 

}\[r. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,-I believe I 
have the O]Jpmtunity'of making a few remarks 
on the amendment, and I shall briefly refer to 
snmething that fell from the hPn. member for 
Oxley-not that I p>trticuhtrly object to any
thing he said, but when he said the Northern 
members ought to hccve claimed additional 
representation on the ground of the coloured 
labour in the North, the Premier interjected 
that that was what they practically claimed. 
Now, I will take the opportunity of pointing out 
to the hon. the Premier that they do nothing of 
the sort. Any member of ordinary intelligence 
can read the heading of these tables; "Showing 
population, accordin<;( to the censns of 1886, 
exclusive of Chinese, Polynesians, and other 
alien races," etc. vVhen the hon. gentleman 



652 Electoral Districts Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Electoral Districts Bill. 

interjected that the Northern members practi
cally did claim representation for coloured labour. 
he was stating, I think, what is not strictly 
true. He endeavoured to mislead the Northern 
constituencies, and possibly the Southern con
stituencies also. It was not a fair remark to make. 

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-vVe are 
all quite aware that a good many of these 
speeches are addressed to the various electorates 
throughout the colony. I have not very much 
to say about this Bill. There is one fault I 
find with it. If the Premier had left the West 
Moreton electorates as they stand at present they 
would be entitled to another member. 

The PREMIER : No. 
Mr. SALKELD : I think that if the population 

had been taken they would have had a right to 
another member. Darling Downs, with 34,000 odd, 
has eight members. Of course, I am aware that 
these divisions are not necessarily permanent ; 
thepopulationis comtantlyincreasing and altering 
its locality, and a new'Redistribution Bill will un
doubtedly be brought in after each census, so that 
it will be altered again. I would prefer to have,seen 
theW est Moreton electorates left as they are. I 
think they have thrown too much of Stanley into 
Aubigny ; it is quite a mistake altering the old 
natural boundaries of the districts. However, 
in looking at the Bill, I see that there is great 
difficulty in making isolated alterations, be
cause if you take from one to put into 
another you upset the balance of the whole. 
I am not surprised to hear strong speeches from 
the Northern and vVestern members with regard 
to this measure. Now, is it not a fact that a 
good deal of this indignation is simulated with 
reference to the injustice to theW est and North? 
I have talked with gentlemen from those dis
tricts, and they have all thought tha.t, whatever 
fault there may be in the boundaries of individual 
electorates, the measure has dealt out justice very 
fairly to all part" of the colony. vV e find that the 
Bill has not been framed on the basis of the 
adult male population or the total population ; 
neither has it been framed, as one hon. member 
suggested it should have been, on a revenue 
basis. It is a modification of two, in fact three 
bases. J<'irst it takes into account that the 
metropolio is not to be represented as heavily 
as other parts of the colony. Some hon. 
members have quoted the case of London in 
Great Britain, but there is no analogy between 
the two cases, none whatever. The distribution 
in Great Britain does not profess to be based on 
vopulation-it is a compromise from beginning 
to end. Anyone looking at the glaring incon
sistencies that still exist in connection with the 
latest Redistribution Bill will see that they did 
not profess to take a population basis at all-it 
was simply rectifying some of the most glaring 
ineaualities. Some hon. members spoke as if 
they would like to have an acreage representa
tion--so tnany thousand acres to return a me1nber. 
I see no sense in that. I think the basis that 
has been taken, midway between the total popu
lation and the adult male population, is the 
fairest to take. Of course they use the argu 
ment that the adult male vopulation have votes, 
bnt, as the hon. member for Stanley says, we 
might extend the principle of voting and introduce 
female suffrage. I do not know if that is within 
measurable distance yet, but no doubt we shall 
have it in time, and it will get over some part 
of the difficulty. Of course some hon. members 
wish to be dissatisfied. It has been circulated 
broadcast through the North, so that the resi
dents in the North have come to accept it as a 
matter of course, the same as the sun rises and 
sets every day, that the South are all in league 
to oppress and grind them down. 

The PREMIER: They don't believe it. 

Mr. SALKELD: A great number of people 
in the North that I have met with have that 
idea. Now, since I have had the honour of a seat 
in this House, I have seen no indication of a 
disposition on the part of Southern members 
to do injustice to the North or to any part of 
the colony. Some members, I suppose, look 
after their own districts very particularly : the 
Northern members do it pretty persistently 
themselves. Let any impartial person look at 
the administration since the present Gov
ernment came into office, and he will see that 
there has been, not only a disposition to do 
so, but an actual doing, of right and justice all 
through. There has been no tangible ground 
for complaint during the last four years, at any 
rate. Of course, if hon. members are determined 
to Le dissatisfied they will have to be dissatisfied, 
that is all; we are not going to give way to the 
clamour of a few Northern members down here. 
They will not be satisfied whatever is done for 
them. I think this measure, so far as it deals 
with the various districts of the colony, is a fair 
attempt-and it will succeed if it is passed into 
law-to remove the inequalities in representation 
between North and South. This House has before 
granted two additional members to theN orth and 
one to theW e,t. Of course, one was given to For
titude V alley here, but there was no dispo~ition in 
any wa-y to refuse to give theN orth and West jus
tice in these matters. They believed it was fair 
and right, and they acquiesced in it. Korthern 
members do not do their cause any good by 
raising that cry wheneYer anything is attemvted 
to be done for them. I approve of the Bill, 
and I shall vote for the second reading of it, 
and if any necessary alteration can be made in 
some of the boundaries when the Bill goes into 
committee, I shall be very glad to assist in doing 
so. It would be better, whenever possible, to 
have a hmnogeneous representation, such as an 
electorate of miners or an electorate of agricul
turists ; but that is a difficult thing to do, I am 
aware. I believe the Bill as a whole is a very 
fair measure, and I hope it will pass into law. 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish to 
ask the indulgence of the House to allow me to 
withdraw the amendment I proposed. And I 
may further trespass on the indulgence of the 
House to refer to a personal interjection of the 
Premier's. The man to whom I referred--! may 
say so without any discredit to the present 
House-this House at present does not contain, 
but I have no doubt that the occasion will bring 
him forth. I am still of opinion that while the 
Premier is fiddling away over those Bills the 
colony is going to the dogs. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Sj>eaker,-If no 

other member desires to speak, I wish to say a 
few words before the Bill goes to a second 
reading. I have listened very attentively to the 
debate on the motion that this Bill be read a 
second time, and I must say that I have never 
heard a debate in this House which l:!as been 
more unsatisfactory. I claim, sir, that the 
Government approached this aubject, which is 
an extremely difficult one, with a sincere desire 
to do what is right and just to all parts of the 
colony. vVe have been met, with the exception 
of a few members on this side of theHouso, as if the 
Government had deliberately set themselves to do 
the grossest injustice they could; it is said that they 
have fixed ridiculous and fantastic boundaries; 
that they have effected a clashing of interests ; 
that the:y have done, in fact, what nobody but 
fools or madmen would ever have attempted, 
That has been the tone of the debate from a 
g-reat many hon. members on the other side. 
I say the Government have not been treated 
fairly. I challenge any fair-minded man 
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whatever, whe~ will consider the facts, to 
say that this matter could have been ap
proached in a fairer and juster spirit than it 
has been by the Government. \Ve have been 
met by the moot extraordinary objections. I 
shall deal with some of them. One hon. member 
said that no regard whatever has been paid to 
natural features or to community of interests. 
I asked him to give a case in point, and he 
named the district of Taroom being joined to 
Maranoa, and said it ought to have been joined 
to Northern Downs. The formation of that 
constituency was most carefully considered by 
the Government. If those two districts had 
been joined as suggested by that hon. member, 
you would have had them in the shape of an 
hour-glass, which would have been a most 
ridiculous thing to have on the map, and would 
be the least convenient arrangement that could 
possibly be made. That is a matter which was 
carefully considered and rejected on account of 
its manifest absurdity. Then, again, we have 
been told that we ought to regard area. It has 
been said, "Take Cape York Peninsula; look at 
that enormous district practically unrepresented ! " 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Who said 
that 1 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for Burke, 
Mr. Palmer; and the hon. member who inter
rupts me said things quite as absurd, which I 
will refer to by-and-by. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: And he 
will have something more to say on the subject 
by-and-by. 

The PREMIER: Other members also spoke 
of areas. "Look," they said, "at the vast area 
of the \V estern districts ; look at the vast area of 
Burke." But what we represent here are people, 
not acres, whether of Crown or alienated lands. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: You repre
sent babies. 

The PREMIER: What is represented in this 
Houee is not acres but people. Some hon. 
members assert as an axiomntic principle that 
the adult male population is the only basis of 
representation, and, having asserted that, they 
seem to think that there is no other principle 
to be taken into consideration. Anyone listen
ing to them would be led to believe that the Bill 
had been framed on that basis, and, being framed 
on that basis, it was so framed as to do the most 
deliberate injustice to certain parts of the colony. 
That was the entire argument of the hon. 
member for Townsville, :Nlr. Jlilacrossan. Any
one reading his speech, and being guided by it, 
would say that the Government had deliberately 
adopted the basis of the adult male population, 
and had as deliberately proceeded to work in
justice. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : I said you 
had not discontinued it. 

The PREMIER: That is the effect of the hon. 
member's argument. Just a word about the 
representation of the metropolitan constituencies. 
Why should 48,000 people who live in the 
Northern division be entitled to more considera
tion than 49,000 people living in the metropolitan 
districts? 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: There are 
good reasons why. 

The PREMIER: And the Government, 
thinking that those reasons were good, decided 
to give them exactly double representation. 
How much more do they want 1 But that is 
not because they live at a distance from the 
metropolie, but because of their circumstances, 
as I stated when I moved for leave to introdnce 
the Bill. And here, lest I should forget it, 

. let me all acttention to something which was 

done by the hon. member for Townsville, Mr. 
Macrossan, during the course of the debate. 
While my hem. friend the Minister for W arks 
was addre~sing the House, and was bpeaking 
about the proposition to base representation on 
the adult male population only, the hon. mem
ber adroitly interjected the words "wandering 
diggers.'' Hon. 1nentbers who have had son1e 
experience in this House will know what the 
hon. member for Townsville had in his mind 
when he did that. He remembers the great 
crusacle made against a former 1\finister for 
\V orks because he once used the words "wander
ing diggers" ; and I accuse the hon. mernber of 
ha.ving deliberately interjected those words in 
order that my hon. friend the Minister for 
·works might take them up and say something 
about them, and so afford the hon. member a 
text that he might preach from afterwards 
throughout the northern parts of the colony, 
saying, "Look here, gentlemen ; this is the kind 
of Government you have in Brisbane, where the 
1\Iinister for \Vorks talks about you, in terms of 
the profound est conteinpt, as wandering diggers." 
He will not tell them that it was he who called 
his friends " wandering diggers" in order to get 
the Minister for \Vorks to repeat the words. 
Such conduct, if it is not out of order to say 
so, was a parliamentary artifice which, I think, 
is unworthy of any member of this House. 
Now, sir, let me say a word or two on the pro
posed basis of representation contended for by 
hon. gentlemen opposite-adult male population. 
Does the adult male population alone represent the 
actual condition of a district? Does it in any 
way represent the electoral force of a district? I 
say it does not. Take the 1,444 people in the 
Gregory district, which the hon. member for that 
electorate referred to just now. How many of 
those are settled inhabitants of the district? 

Mr. McWHANNELL : The whole of them. 
The PREMIER: How many of them? There 

may be generally as many men as that there ; but, 
sir, how many of them are there for two years 
together? 

Mr. DONALDSON: More than that, gene
rally. 

The PREMIER : I daresay there are. But 
I ask how many of those men are there two years 
running 1 A very good test of that is to be found in 
the percentage of men in those districts who get 
on the electoral rolls at any time. How many, I 
should like to know, get on the electoral rolls in 
those \V estern districts ? 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : All of them. 
Mr. McWHANKELL: When they go others 

take their places. 
The PREMIER : I say how many get on the 

electoral rolls ? 
Mr. DONALDSON: That applies to Brisbane 

as much as to the Gregory. 
The PREMIER : The hon. member is inter

jecting without being quite sure of his facts. I 
have my facts before me. I have here the repo1·t 
of the census by the Registrar-General, and if 
hon. members will look at pages xvii. and xviii. 
they will find the proportion of adult males in 
the different electorates who had got on the rolls. 

Mr. McWHANNELL: There are great diffi
cultie• in the West in getting on the ro!lR. 

The PREMIER: \Ve know all about the 
difficnlties. \V e also know how many voted out 
there. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : No "bul
cocking" the roll there ! 

The PREMIER: There is certainly not the 
same amount of one kind of voting there that 
we have so often seen in some other districts, 
where not only have a small number of people 
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recorded a large number of votes, but where at 
two polling-places within sight of one another, 
but neither within the electorate, five or six 
times as many vote"' were polled as there 
were people within accessible disbnce of the 
place. I wish particubrly to ce~ll attention to 
the \Ve,tern districts. In the electomtes of 
Burke, Barcoo, \V arrego, and Gregory there is 
the lowest percentage of registration of electors 
in proportion to the number of adult males
only 28·5() per cent. In the Gregory, whose 
member is one of the great champions for the 
representation of adult rna.les, the vercenta,ge was 
15'15 of its total adult males. 

Mr. :Mo\VHA::'fNELL: You did not explain 
how that census was collected. 

The PREMIER: \Vhy, sir, if the popu!tttion 
'"rts larger the percento.ge would be so rnuch 
lower. Out ,,[ the 1,,H4 m::tles found there at 
the tirne the census \Va.s taken, how ruany \Yere 
on the electorlll roll? 

Mr. DOXALDSON: No one disputes that. 
The PRKMIER : Two hundred llnd seventy

nine. And I do not believe there have ever 
been any more. Let me ask on what prin
ciple you are going to say that this i~S to be 
the sole basis of representation. \Vhy should 
people in that pllrt of the country, where tbe 
majority are not ·likely to take any interest in 
elections, have as much voting power as four or 
five times the number of people in parts of the 
country where they do take lln interest in elec
tions ? 

Mr. Mc\VHANNELL: There has never been 
a contested election there. 

The PRK\HER : Well, I will take the 
\Varrego, where there has been a contested 
election. That electorate is so large that it must 
be divided. \V ell, sir, there were 756 electors on 
the roll. That is a large number. 

Mr. MoWHANNELL : What time was it 
taken? 

The PRE11IER: The roll up to lllst De
cember. 

Mr. DON ALDSON: Is that the roll thllt was 
purged? 

The PREMIER : Yes. 
Mr. DON ALDSON: Then they are not half in. 
The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: Is your Bill 

based on the rolls? 
The PRKYIIER: No, it iE not; but I want to 

point out how utterly absurd the contention is 
that we should take only adult males as the basis 
when we know, as a matter of bet, that a lllrge 
proportion of them are nomadic. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: No matter? 
The PREMIEH: I said "nomadic." I shall 

mention the proportion of the other districts. 
Northern division, 45 per cent. of adult males on 
the rolls; Centml division, 38 per cent.; and 
Southern division, 61 per cent. That is a very 
good test, and it approximlltes pretty nellrly to 
the actual amount of settlement-the permanency 
of settlement. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: A test of 
"bulcocking" in that district. That's the test. 

The PREMIER: I do not know that 'it is. 
l'viy hon. friend the member for Enoggem is not 
exactly a ubiquitous person, although he has 
taken a great interest in seeing· that people 
should have llll opportunity o£ exercising tbe 
franchise-that is, existing people, not corpses, 
sir ; and I think he deserves great credit for 
having done so. I only wish we had a few more 
like him in the community. I say, sir, that any
body who knows the circmnstances of the conntry 
-I have given a good illustmtion of it-I say 
anyone who knows the circumstances of the 

colony knows that the number of adult males 
in the \V estern and Northern constituencies is 
no test whatever of the permanent population 
there. And I arn sure that no person pro
fessing Libeml principles in politics would 
attempt to propose that as the basis of 
representation. If anyone dared to get up 
in a democratic conntry-·and I claim this to 
be "' democmtic country-- and put forward 
such a contention, why, sir, it would be 
scouted. No such proposition has ever been put 
forw:nd in a democratic country. Just imagine 
anyone getting np in Arnerica, at any tin1e you 
like, from the time of the establishment of the 
United Stlltes to the present, and proposing that 
Tel>as, the most Llifficult 8tllte in the Union to 
get at aml the largest, should have representa
tioll, not in ptoportion to population, but in pro
portion to dist,mce, its area, and the difficulties 
of n1oving abont. 

The Hox. ,T. M. J\IACROSSAN: You do 
not know what you are talking about. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 'l'owns
ville cbes not like to te reminded that the propo
sition he is now standing up for in this House is 
one totally repugnant to the democratic princi
ples he elsewhere profesoes. I take it, sir, that 
the true principle in representation is to divide 
t];e colony llccording to the interests to be repre
sented, and not according to area, or sheep, or 
coolibah-trees, or rolling downs, or anything 
else. E1·ery claim I have mentioned has been 
put forward in the course of this debate. 

An HoxouRABLE MEMBER: \Vho said '' cooli
bah-trees"? 

The PREMIER: I do not know that any 
one mentioned coolibah-trees on this occasion 
except myself, but it is practically the basis 
which hlls always been put forward by the 
party now sitting on the opposite benches. 
Now, sir, a great dell] has been said about the 
North, and I wish to say ll word or two about 
that. According to the contention of the hon. 
member for Townsville, J\fr. l'viacrossan, and the 
hon. member for J\Iackay, this Bill is a deliberate 
attempt on the part of the Government to 
add to the injustice they have always done 
to the North. Sir, if we believed that those 
gentlemen are the true exponents of the 
political feeling in the northern part of the 
colony, it would be a most dishe".rtening thing 
for those wbo have the true welfare of the 
colony altogether at heart. But I know enough 
of the sentiments of the N ortbern people to 
know that those two members do not express 
their real sentiments. 

The HoN .• J. M. JliiACROSSAN: We shall 
see about that. 

The PREJ\IIER: The people of the North do 
not believe that the inhabitants of the rest of the 
colony are actuated merely by a desire to do them 
wrong llnd injustice. I know something about 
the sentiments of those people, and I venture to 
say, Mr. Speaker, th::tt I have some friends in 
the North, and as many people there who 
believe in me as there are wbo believe in the hon. 
member for Townsville, J\Ir. l'viacrossan. And I 
am quite sure that ll very large number of those 
people-three-fourths at least, probably five
sixths-believe that the present party who sit 

.here have a sincere desire to do what is right and 
just, a9 far as they are concerned. 

J\:lr. HAMILTON : X omense ! 
The PHEMIER : \V e are tired, sir, of this 

continual cry. I remember very well in 1878, 
when the last Redistribution Bill was before the 
House, and a general election was immediately 
at hand, that the hon. member for Townsville did 
exactly the same thing that he is doing now. 
He was then preparing for a great election 



Electoral Distriots Bill. [21 SEPTEMBER.] Electoral Districts Bill. 655 

campaign in the North, and day after day we 
heard of nothing but the perpetual injustice that 
was being done by the South to the North. The 
hon. member had his chance then. He did not 
get in himself at that election, it is true, because 
he wtts beaten in his own con.stitnency, but he 
came back afterwards and had every opportunity 
of doing justice to the North, b•1ing· a .Minister 
for several ye"'rs. 'rhen, sir, the people httd an 
opportunity of seeiug what kind of justice he 
did to the North, and they luwe also had an 
opportunity of seeing the kind of justice this 
Governmenthasdonetothat portion of the colony. 
And I venture to say that no one can stand up and 
say honestly that during the time this Govern
ment has been in office any injustice whate;-er 
has been done to the North either in the way of 
the appropriation of money, in its expenditure, 
or anything else. If any injustice has been done 
it has been to the other portions of the colony. 
Those are plain facts. Now, what is the other 
side of the picture? Can any hon. member point 
to any instance in which a work has been pro
vosed for the exclusive good or the special 
benefit of the southern part of the colony which 
has not encountered the solid opposition of mem
bers coming from the ]'\ orth ? There has been a 
very different temper shown by the South towards 
the North from that shown hy the Northern 
members to the southern portion of the colony. 
They have been deliberately fomenting ill-will 
all these years, and now when this measure i.s 
brought in with a desire to do justice and not to 
favour any one part of the colony, hon. member, 
are shnply endeavouring to make uE!e of it to 
foment still further ill-will. I S"-Y I trust their 
efforts will not be successful. Now what are the 
objections? We are told that the North ought to 
have a great many more members. But why 
should it have a great many more members? 
On the adult male basb? vVell, I pointed out 
on the second reading of the Bill that on that 
basis they are entitled to 14'4 out of sixty-eight 
members. 

The HoN. J. Jlii. MACROSSAN : Eighteen. 
The PREMIER : I ta,ke the census returns. 
The HoN. J. i'IL MACROSSAN: You know 

the census is not correct now. 
The PRE:'IIIElt : I know it is not ; but I also 

know that the Korth is not the only part of the 
colony where it is incorrect. It is just as incor
rect in the South, and I say that, since the census 
was taken, for e1·ery one man who has gone to 
the North two have come to the South. 

The HoN. J. M. MA CROSS AN: What non-
sense! 

The PREMIER: It is a fact. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: So you say. 
The PREMIER: But, Mr. Speaker, we have 

this sort of thing told us every day, and we are 
getting very tired of it. Now, a good deal has 
been said about Croydon. According to hon. 
members on the other side, Croydon ought to 
have five members, because they say there are 
5,000 peovle there. I believe there are about 
5,000 adult males at Croydon. 

Mr. HAMILTON : 8,000. 
The PRE:i'vHER: That is the reason given. 
The HoN. J. M. i'IIACROSSAN: There are 

more than that. 
The PREMIER: I believe there are about 

5,000. 
The HoN. J. M. MAO.EWSSAK: Ask the 

warden. 
The PRK\HER: vVell, I do not care whether 

the population is 5,000, or 10,000, or 15,000. vVe 
have seen a great many goldfields in this colony 
with a large population for some time after they 
were first discovered, but those populations have 

not been permanent. vVe remember when there 
were more than that number on the Palmer, ann 
how many are there there now? \Ve have seen 
as many as 10,000 on the Hodgkinson, and the 
returns from that field were larger than they h~tve 
been, so far, fron1 Croydon. 

The Ho:-~. J. J\1. J\IAOlWSSAN: No. 
J\Ir. HAMILTON : Not half as much. 
The PRKMIER : J\Iy informant is the gentle

man who lmd charge of the gold escorts from both 
fields. \Ve have seen other goldfields with very 
large populations indeed. \V e rem em her that 
R;wenswood had a member of its own in this 
Hous.e for some years-a small constituency 
taken out of the Kennedy-but unfortunately 
afterwards it ha<l to have its member taken away 
because the population wns not large enough. So 
that we should not be justified in treating a new 
goldfield population as a permanent population. 
I think if you look at a permanent goldfield you 
have a much better basis to go upon. Look at 
Gympie, the oldest goldfield in the colony 
practically. It now, with all the settlement and 
work which h>~s been done there, is only just 
entitled to two members, and the totnl number 
of adult., there now, including everybody, is 
2,659. Take the case of Charters Towers, and 
that is a great goldfield-a .;ettled goldfield-cer
tainly with more people than are likely to be 
permanQntly employed at Croydon for some time. 
How many adult males are there there? On the 
goldfield, 2, 769. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : There are 
not half as many on Charters Towers as on the 
Croydon. 

The PREMIER: I do not suppose there are, 
but I say that we cannot assume the population 
of Croydon to be permanent, and we cannot 
assume that there is likely to be a permanent popu
lation at Croydon as l>crge as the population of 
Ch"'rters Towers or Gympie. Things are not 
settled there, and we cannot see what the perma
nent population will be. That is the reason why 
we arc not justified in taking into consideration 
those 5,000 people on Croydon as a permanent 
factor in considering a matter of this kind. And 
where did that population come from? 1Iost of 
the people did not come from abroad. They came 
there from the various parts of Queensland. A 
good many came from the Northern goldfields 
and other parts in other electorates. Now, those 
are facts that must be taken into consideration. 
\Vhat hon. mernberM want is to count those men 
who have gone to Croydon as belonging to the 
electorates they have left, m1d count them again 
at the place where they have gone to, but I am 
afraid we cannot accept a basis of that sort. Now, 
with reference to the adult male basis of popu
lation. If that is to be the basis, it must be as 
between the divisions of the colony, and upon that 
basis the North is entitled to only 14 '4 members ; 
but for the reasons I have given it would be absurd 
to adopt the adult male basis, which represents to 
a great extent an umettled population, as the true 
basis. Now, hon. members stty that the North 
is entitled to several more members, but where 
are you going to put them in unless you are going 
to create districts for the members instead of 
allotting members to population? 

The HoN. J. M. :i'viACROSSAN: We will 
find placeB for them. 

The l'IU~:VIIJ~R: I ask where these members 
are to be put. Croydon, as I have pointed out, 
as far as we can assume, has not a settled popula
tion. Take the case of the Cook. You cannot 
move the bounchuy of the Cook district so far 
north as to exclude the Palmer or Cooktown. 
Y on cannot bring it any further south than it is 
unless you take in a district entirely disconnected 
with it-Port Douglas and the Hodgkinson. 
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The HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAN: You have 
moved it down already. . 

The PREYI:IER: \Ve come down as far as 
the Bloomfield River, because it is entirely 
connected with Cooktown, and that is the 
boundary. You cannot take any other con
venient boundary ·without joining on Port 
Douglas, and the Hodgkinson, and that country. 
Of course that could b0 done, out we should .then 
be repeating the present inconveniences of the 
Cook electoral district. There is no connection 
between Port Doudas and Cooktown. Y on 
cannot move the l)ounclary of the electorate 
further north. The boundary is a natural one, 
and as the district does not contain a large 
enough population to entitle it to two members, 
we propose to give it one. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It it is entitled to two. 
The HoN. ,J. M. 2YIACROSSAN: H is as 

big as Toowoon1b::t. 
The PRE:\HER: If we do that kind of thing 

and give two members where one is a fair share, 
then other parts of the colony will think that 
they are entitled to equal consideration. But hon. 
members say, "\Ve are entitled to additional 
representation," and in the same breath say, 
"By no means must there be an increased 
number of members." 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Hear, 
hear! 

The PREMIER: \Ve are a.sked to give a 
member to a certain number of the population in 
the North while the South receives a member 
for a very much larger population. By that 
means, of course, you may increase the rep
resentation of the North, but I do not 
imagine that Parliament will ever agree to 
such a scheme. Then let ns come further 
south. It is suggested that the district of 
Port Douglas should have a member, and that 
is one of the very few suggestions as to what 
woulcl be better than the scheme proposed by 
the Government; but according to the boundary 
given by the hon. member for Cook, Mr. Hill, 
I find there woulrl. be only 1, 200 people in 
the electorate, and only 500 adult mal'''· That 
may suit hon. members, and if so let that 
district have a member. Now, where else shall 
we go? The Burke district. That is very large; 
give that two members. Then the Etheridge, 
give that a member. Adopting the principle of 
hon. members opposite you can get beautiful 
divisions on the map-they look hig enough there; 
but unfortunately there would be no population 
to represent. I say if hon. members want addi
tional representation they mu,;t show where the 
population is to come from, and the proposals 
will require very careful consideration. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I will show 
you. 

The PREMIER: Hon. members know that 
this measure has been very carefully considered, 
and I say that the assertion that was made that 
the Government have endeavoured to work 
injustice in any part of the colony is most unfair ; 
it is as unfair and unjust as any assertion 
I have ever heard made within the walls of this 
House. 

Mr. HAMILTON : It is true. 
The PRE:\HER: I did not anticipate such a 

charge except frorn one or two n1en1bers, frotn 
whom I anticipate always nothing but what is 
unbir, but with those exceptions I did not anti
cipate such an attack. I have been in this 
House on similar occasions when previous 
Governments have undertaken the same difficult 
task as this has been, and I never remember to 
have seen a Government met in such a manner as 
we have been met by some members on this 

occasion. Now, I pass to a more general aspect 
of the question. We are told on the one hand 
that we must not disfranchise a single electorate, 
and on the other hand we are told that we must 
not increase the number of members. JYiernbers 
get up in succedsion and say, ''\V e are under
represented, and we are entitled to more mem
bers" ; and they are immediately followed by 
other members, who say, "\Ve have been dis
franchised." The sarne argu1nents \Vere no 
doubt used when it was proposed to disfranchise 
a rotten borough in the old time. Under the circum
stances of the colony, there are great difficulties 
in dealing with extremely small electorates that 
are really not entitled to a member, but yet they 
must have something done for them. I pointed 
out, in moving for leave to introduce the Bill, one 
or two instances of that kind, and they are the 
only ones that have been referred to during the 
debate. Not a single case h,.s been mentioned 
that has not been fully considered by the Gov
ernment, and, I may say; to which I did not 
refer myself in moving for leave to introduce 
the Bill, with the exception, perhaps, of the Logan. 
I propose now to refer to another basio put 
forward -the basis of capital, e>f money, or of 
contributions to the revenue. I interjected just 
now, when the bon. member for Oxley was speak
ing, and saying that the North ought to cla.im 
representation for their coloured population. 
Practically they do make that claim when they 
set up the basis of contribution to the revenue. 
The hem. member for Townsville, if I under
stood him aright, said yesterday, in referring 
to that, that the North contributed a third of 
the revenue. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : I said one
fourth. 

The PREMIER : It was one-third the hon. 
gentleman said. Well, their contribution to the 
revenue is two-ninths. That is very different 
from one-third. 

The HoN. J. JYI. JYIACROSSAN : What do 
you call re Yen ne? 

The PREMIER: Oh, the hon. member evi
dently means something else; not what they con
tribute to the revenue-to the mtrrying on of the 
country-but what they contribnteto the Customs 
revenue. \Veil, that is an entirely new basis. 
\V as that suggested in any other part of the world 
before? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Yes. 

The PRKMIER : Well, suppose we apply 
that in America. 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN: You may, 
since you quote America. 

The PREMIER: How much representation 
would a \V estern State get upon that basis of 
contribution to the Customs revenue? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : What it 
is entitled to? 

The PREMIER: That would be nothing at 
all, on that basis. Will the hon. member tell me 
a case in which the representation is adjusted 
on that basis? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: There is 
one member for a "territory," we know, and 
the Indians taxed are represented. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman is pre
suming greatly upon the ignorance of his hearers. 
The Indians are not represented. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSA~: I say they 
are. 

The PREMIER: Yes, they are represented 
much in the same way as the natives here are 
represented. Can the hon. gentleman tell ns of 
a State where there is representation except 
according to the population, with the exception 
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of the "territories," which are outside the union, 
and are governed by the Central Government, 
and have each but one member in the House of 
Representatives where they can speak, but cannot 
vote? 

The HoN. J. M. ::\fACROSSAN : A delegate, 
not a member. 

The PREMIER: Yes, a delegate. They are 
not represented at all, or reprt'sented in the way 
which \Vas 8ug:;csted to rne when the hon. 
member for Townsville, l\Ir. Brown. wns speak
ing this afternoon, when he said the Northern 
members could not be here all at once. The 
best way to get over that difriculty would be, 
perhaps, to duplicate the X orthern members so 
that the~· mig·ht relieve one another, only it 
would be necL'3sary to arr:1nge beforehand that 
both members for a coustitueney should be of 
the same opinion. It is no argtnnent to R::t.Y 
that the 'Northern member.s cannot all be here, 
and therefore the Northonght to have n1ore; could 
anythin;; be more fallaciouR them th:tt? If they 
cannot be here they should not be members of 
Parliament. 

The Ho:'!. J. M. MACROSSAN: They should 
be Brisbane men. 

The PREMIER: If they cannot be here they 
should not be members of Parliament, and it 
must not br forgotten that last year we passed a 
law tc assist then1 in cmning here, and to give 
them greftter facilities for coming here. That 
law, certainly, met \vith strong oppositior1 from 
Northern member8, who, no doubt, s:1w in it 
another instance of a desire to do the North 
injustice. \V e cannot consider that sort of 
thing as :tn argument. Hon. members should 
consider a question of this kind from a practical 
point of view, and recognise that in every change 
of representation some electorates must lo8e 
members, and others gain them, and they should 
alw recognise that there are three parts of this 
colony, and not one only, and that the Govern
ment are bound to deal fairly with all of them. If 
the measure is looked at in thi, way I think it 
must be admitted that it is drawn on vecv fair 
lines indeed. While we de.sire to do all that {8 fair 
to the northern part of the colony, we are equally 
bound to do what is fair to the >outhern part of 
the colony. I am quite sure the people of the 
North do not desire anything else, although 
some persons who pose here as their spokesmen 
maintain not only by their words but by their 
votes, when ever they get a chance, that no 
justice whatever shall be done to the southern 
part of the colony. \V ell, we cannotarlmit govern
ment by a minority, but we will do what is fair all 
ronnel. The Central division was clearly over-re
presented according to the population, and we have 
tCJ take aw"'y a member. There were four mem
bers for the electorates of Clermont, Norman by, 
and Leichhardt, and I ask, could n,ny hon. mem· 
ber point to any place in the colony where the 
number could be more properly reduced than 
there? And yet hon. members coming from those 
places say, "Take the members away from the 
metropolis." vVhen they are strong enough to do 
that let them do it. I never heard of a Govern
ment making such a proposal. I never heard of 
any Government having the responsibility of 
making a proposition to Parliament, n1aking a 
proposal of that kind. Such a wild proposition 
could only cmne frnrn an irrespon:::.ible 1nen1ber. 
I will now refer to wme of the objections made 
to the Bill, and thEy are really not umny. 
tltarting with the northern part of the colony, 
nothing was said about that except the absurd 
proposal to make Port Douglas and the Ho,\g
kinson a district by itself. It was interjected
for I do not remember it being said in a speech
that Cairns and Port Douglas have no connection 
with each other. But they have a community 
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of interests in this respect: the country in 
both places is of the same kind ; their industries 
are of the same kincl precisely; they have the 
same climate, and they are close together, the 
distance by water between them being very small. 
It may be said they are rival ports for the inland 
trade, but that may be said of many other 
towns. Tambo and Blackall used to be rival 
townships, and Brisbane and Ipswich used to be 
bitterly riYal towns in those days when they were 
called the " Stanley Boroughs." Those places, 
then, cannot have a member each, and we must 
join Port Douglas to something, and what other 
alternative was there except to join it to the 
Bth"'ridge? Passing further south-for I do not 
know that any other exception was taken in the 
North, except perhaps that the Burke electorate 
was very big. I poir.ted that ont before, and I 
rlo not know how it could he divided. It is all 
homog·eneons. Hughenden is a place in a corner, 
and unless we depart coltog·ether from the divi
sion lines of the districts of the colony, we can
not join Hughenden on to Mitchell. J'/Ioreove>·, 
it has no conne<:tion whatever with Mitchell. 
Going to the east we might join it on to the 
Kennedy, but that is a purely mining con
stituency, having very different interests. vVe 
could not join it to the Etheridge, from which 
it is separated by a difficult mounta.in range, and 
with which it has no connection geographically or 
commercially or in the n:tture of its productions, 
and what were we to do with it? We could only 
do with it what was done with it, and join it on to 
the rest of the pastoral district on the FEnders. 

The HoN. J M. MACROSSAN : What about 
joining Bowen to Ayr? 

The PREl\IIER: I think Ayr ought to be 
joined to Bowen, and I think the Bowen people 
think so too. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: I am certain 
they don't, nor do the Ayr people think so 
either. 

The PRE1IIER: What can be done with it? 
\Ve could make it so small a' to have nothing 
left of it, and then give it another member per· 
haps. Of course by dividing the land without 
reference to the population you can get as many 
members as you like; hut we must bear in mind 
all along that hon. m em hers insist that we are not 
to increase the number of members in the House. 
I pass now to the Central district, in which the 
arrangement is said to be unsatisfactory. 

Mr. BLACK: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: The hon. member says 

"Hear, hear," but nobody has suggested anything 
better. The old Mitchell electorate was extremely 
unwieldy, and when it was divided two years ago 
we had to make a somewhat unsati.sfactory 
division, because we could not alter the boun
dariesof the snrounding electorates; but will any
body say that the boundaries now laid down are 
not the most convenient and sensible that can be 
suggested? 

Mr. BLACK: The vVestern electorates should 
not be included in the Central district. 

The PREMIER: I am speaking of the division 
of the electorate'; and no ohjection has been taken 
to the boundaries, though I believe the boundary 
between JVIitchell and Barcoo can be improved. 
Passing further east we come to some electo
rates which were absurdly small. Clermont has 
been enlarged, taking in country that properly 
belongs to it. vVill anybody say that is not fair? 
Then to the east of that we have Normanby, 
which is at present absurdly small, and could 
not be allowed to continue as it is in any fair 
scheme of redistribution ; and close by is Leich
hardt, of which the same must be said. On the 
other hand, passing to the north side of the 



658 Electoral Districts Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Immigration Act of 1887. 

Fitzroy a new constituency is proposed to be 
created. What was there to be done but extend 
Norman by up to the suburbs of Rockhampton on 
the south side of the river. The people there 
are not alone entitled to a member. The 
only other chang·e that could be made would 
be to create an electorate on the south side, 
including the Mount lllorgan Gold Field. That 
would be an adYantage in one wu,y, becauHe it 
would relleve ns frmn the anomaly of joining in 
the Port Curtis electorate, Gladstoue, and all 
the coast as far down as the Burnett Hi ver, 
J\Iount JHorgan, and the country between that 
and \Vestwoocl. But that anomaly has already 
been pointed out, and the reason has alre::tdy 
been given that Glaclstone and that district 
alone would not be entitled to a lllember; it is 
not a discovery made in the House of an instance 
of the unfairness of the Government scheme, 
but a matter to which I particularly invited 
attention as one of the great difficulties that 
bei<et us in dealing with the matt~r. Coming 
south, one or two suggestions were made by the 
hon. member for 1\Iulgrave, l\Ir. Adarns, as to 
the bound<1ries of the Mulgrave electorate, hut I 
did not quite follow them. I am not prepared 
to say that it is best to include Isis in the 
Burnett, but it is done because their interhts 
are not diverse, because they are not far away, 
and Burnett was rather small. But that can 
be remedied if it appears, on consideration, 
that a change would be an improvement. 
Then the other complaints were with respect to 
the Downs. The hon. member for Dalby ::tnd 
the hon. member for Northern Downs both said 
the arrangement was unsatisfactory, and referred 
to various things that mig1t have been done; 
hut if they had tried to do them they would have 
found that they could not be clone, because we tried 
to do all those things ; in fact, no part of the 
colony gave us more trouble than Dalhy and 
Northern Downs. It was plain that they could 
not retain two members, and the question was 
which to take away. The population of Northern 
Downs was not sufficient, and you could not 
expand it without taking some away from 
Balonne, which would b@ objectionable on 
account of a want of community of interest, and 
also because it would have made Balonne too small. 
You could not expand it eastwards without taking 
in part of the Dalby electorate. Then what 
would have to be done with the rest of Dalhy? 
Either it must he joined to some other electorate 
or nearly all of Aubigny must be joined to it in 
order to make up a population ; and then there 
would be the absurdity of joining people with no 
common interests, because the people living in 
the eastern suburbs of Dalby and those living 
about Toowoomha have no conner.tion with one 
another. If we had done that we should ht1ve 
had to wipe out Aubigny altogether, or take a 
fringe from the eastern edge of the Downs and 
join that with something a long way off to the 
south; but that would not do. So instead of start
ing from the west and spreading the electorates 
to the east we started from the south and ex
tended them to the north and west, getting a fair 
population and reasonable boundaries. \Vith 
respect to the Logan electomte, I have found 
that it is possible to divide Logan and l'\erang 
by a line north and south, so that the popula
tion will be as nearly as possible equal as 
regards both adult males and total population ; 
and that is a matter worthy of consideration. 
As to the \V est 1\Ioreton electorates it is not 
necessary to say much. Places connected with 
each other geographically and otherwise have 
been included in the same electorates. 'fhere i' 
not much else to reply to. Some hon. members 
have said that we had no business to bring in 
the Bill because there is other important work 
tu d > We have been called upon to bring it 

forward ; and it was all along understood that 
as soon as possible after the census was taken it 
would be l>rought forward. It has been accepted 
by both sides as the principal business of the 
session, and we have obeyed the call of the 
House. In bringing this Bill forward we have 
at any rate clone our duty. There is just one 
other thing-a matter that has nothing to do with 
the Bill-an. extraordimuy statement m;tde by the 
hon. member for Northern Downs. He tells us 
that we are living on trust funds, that we have 
no rnoney, and do not know where we are. I can 
assure the hon. gentleman that he is entirely 
mistaken. \Ve are not living on trust funds; 
and the onlv foundation he has for the statement 
he makes is' that there is a deficit of £415,000. 

Mr. NELSON : \Vhere is the money we ::tre 
living on? 

The PRE::\HER : The hon. member need not 
be alarmed. If he will look at the Treasury 
tables he will find wher~ the money is. I only 
mention the matter now because such a state
ment ought not to be allowed to go unch::tllengecl; 
and I c.1n :c.ssure him that if he wants any infor
mation about the Treasury he can get it if he ahks 
for it. I am not going to trouble the House with 
a financial statement now. I have said all I 
think it necessary to say on the second reading 
of this Bill, and I hope the matter will be con
sidered by hon. members, ::tnd that they will 
endeavour, as the Government have endea
voured, to do what is fair to all parts of the 
colony. That is what we desire, though we do 
not profes" to have brought forward a perfect 
measure. It is a matter on which all parts 
of the House ow;ht to endeavo'Jr to do what 
is fair and right, bearing in mind, as I have 
saitl before, th~1t there can he no greater mistake 
than for any man, or set of men, or any party, to 
think that any permanent advantage is to be 
gained by an attempt to do what is unfair in a 
matter of this kind. \Ve could never know what 
the result of such an attempt would be, even for 
a yer~r; and I repeat that any attempt to do what 
is unfair with the idea of gaining a permanent 
advantage is not only a very wicked thing, bnt a 
rnost rnischievous delusion. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put and passed. 

Committal of the Bill made an Order of the 
Day for Tuesday next. 

MESSAGE FR0YI THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

REAL PROPER'l'Y {LOCAL REGISTRIES) BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of :1 

mec,S>Ige from the Legislative Council, intimating 
that they had agreed to a Bill to make provision 
for the establi.<hment of branches of the office 
of the Registrar of Titles in the Central ::tnd 
Northern districts of the colony, without amend
ment. 

IMMIGRATION ACT AMEND:NIENT 
BILL O:F 1887. 

SECOND READING. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-Hon. 
members are aware that at the present time a 
very large proportion of our immigration is 
conducted under what is called the nominated 
system. It is provided by the 9th section of the 
Immigration Act of 1882 that any natural-born 
or naturalisP:\ subject of Her Majesty residing 
in Queensland may apply to the Immigration 
Agent in the colony, and on payment of the 
sum specified to the Immigration Agent is 
entitled to nominate any individual for a passage 
to the colony. The amounts as provided in 
Schedule D are-Between the ages of one ::tnd 
twelve years, £1 for both sexes; between the ages 
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of twehe and forty, £2 for a male and £1 for a 
female; above forty and under fifty-five, £4 
for both sexes; and above fifty-five, £10 for both 
sexes. That Act also provides for assisted passages. 
The Agent-General 1nay provide paf'5,'-ag-eR for 
persons approved of by him on the scale contained 
in Schedule A of the Act. The scale is-Between 
the ages of one and twelve years, males £2, 
females £1; between the ages of twelve and 
forty, males £4, females £2; above fmty nnd 
under fifty-five, both sexes £G ; and above 
fifty-five, both sexes £10. The assisted system 
has practically fallen into desuetude ; there 
have been very few granted in the bst year or 
two-I think only about six in the last two 
years, the other n1o(1es of irnn1igration having been 
more fully used. The bounty system is another 
form of assisted system. That has abo dn•pped 
out of u::;e nnw for various reasons ; but I belie\'e 
there is reason to think the '"'"isted Jl<lssages might 
be revived, and a nn1eh lnrgor nrnonnt derived 
from per~ons de:-;irous of obtt'\Jininu- such pa~_,agc·~. 
I am burne ont in that opiHinn by the opinion, 
of my hon. colleague the :Minister for Lanclo, 
who has ha(l a large experience on the snbject 
ha,ving bBen for some years J\gent-General. 
\Vith respect to nominated paf.~<'ng·ers, " vm-y 
great nnn1ber no\v cmlle out. In the year 
1883 the a.rnount -paid by norrlinorR was £:3,77 4, 
which represented 3,27J9 persons who came out 
during the yerrr ; and in 188G there were 
4,048, who paid £G,364. This entails a 
very large expense on the Government, be
cause the total cost is not le's than £1G 
a head, and all the difference is paid by the 
Government. By this Bill it is proposed that 
the assisted rates shall h<' raised to the am0uHt 
specified in Schedule G, instead of those in 
Schedule A to the Act of 1882. In effect the 
rates are doubled right through and there is no 
proYision made for assisted passengers above 
fifty-five. If people above fifty-five want to 
come ont they must pay their own passag·e 
money. For children between one and twelve it 
is proposed that the rate should be raised from 
£2 and £1, for males and females respectively, 
to £4 and £2, between the ages of twelve 
and forty-" forty-five" is a misprint in the 
schedule-from £4 and £2 to £8 and £4, 
and above forty and under fifty-five from £G to 
£12. 'With respect to nominated passc.gBs, it is 
proposed thttt the rates should be made the same 
up to fifty-five as for assisted p<tssnges, and above 
fifty-five we will still undertake the dnty of 
bringing ont no1ninated 1 ~assenger:::;, on condition 
that they pay the full amount of passage 
money. There may be some difference of opinion 
as to whether so large an increase should he 
made all at once in the scccle of payments for 
nominated p~ssages. The difference that would 
have been made by adopting the propo,als 
of this Bill on the transactions for 18S3 would 
have been this : The Government would have 
received a contribution of £18,836, as against 
£5,774, an increabe of £13,000; and on last year's 
transactions they would have received £2.~,138, 
as against £G,3G4, a difference of £17,000. These 
amounts for immigration are taken out of the 
loan vote; and, as that will not last for ever, it 
is a very serious C[Uestion whether the system 
should be continued when the money is ex
hauste<l. I think it would be a good thing to 
continue it for a while ; but in the meantime 
I think we may very ad vantageonsly raise the 
rate demanded to be contributed by persons 
coming out. The only class of immigrants we are 
bringing out free at the present time are female 
domestic servants and farm la bonrers ; the others, 
except nominated passeng·ers, pay their full fares. 
I certainly think we may f<1irly ask a htrger con
tribution from theile people themselves or their 
friends. The number has been increasing so 

largely that at the beginning of this year the 
Agent-General, after consultation with me, came 
to the conclusion that it would be necessary to 
employ several extra steamers during the year, 
othend"e it would be impracticable to bring out 
the whole number during the twelve months 
for which the pas,age warrant is available. 
The only other provision of the Bill deals with 
cases that have smnetimeR arisen of persons 
procuring pa'''sag·es to the colony as free or nomi
mtted passengen, who have already been in the 
colony. I need say nothing about assisted passen
gero, because very few have come lately ; but with 
respect to free or nominated passengers, persons 
obtaining passages are required to make a decla· 
ration in the form of Schedule B, in which they 
declare that they have never previously resided 
in any of the Australian colonies, yet a good 
many have come out who had been here before. 
I know of one case in which a woman took two 
trips to J~ngb .. nd, and on each occaHion came out 
again either as a free or a nominated passenger. 
You cannot punish them here for a false decla
l'ation Inade in Eng-land, an cl, of course, you can M 

not punish them in England because they are here. 
\Vhat is proposer! is, to provide that any person 
\V ho cou1es to the colony under those circun1stances, 
luwing nmcle that declaration, shall be punished. 
'rhey certainly onght to be, because they have 
been tltking money out of the Treasury by dis
tinctly false pretences. These are the chief 
features of the Bill. I do not· think I need 
further explain the matter-it is a very simple 
one ; and the only question, I apprehend, as to 
which there can be a doubt is whether it is 
desirable to rai,;e the rates for nominated passages 
to the extent proposed. They certainly ought to 
be higher than they are at present. I move that 
the Bill be read a second time. 

1\lr. NORTON said: Mr. Speaker,-This 
1uestion of irnndgration is one which, if we were 
di,posed to go into it larf£ely, might occupy a 
gre,tt deal of time, because I believe that during 
the time when it was most difficult for labourers 
to find employment there were a great many 
people introduced into the colony at the expense 
of the State. I do not wish to go into that ques
tion here, and what I have to say will be 
confined as strictly as po"ible to the Bill. I can
not help looking with some doubt upon the passing 
of a measure which will have the effect of increas
ing the clutrges n1ade fornonlinated passengers, as 
I believe they are about the most useful class of 
passengers who come to the country. Although 
some few of them may have taken advantage of 
the reguhttions and have come to the country 
under false pretences, the great bulk of them are 
people who are' nominated by their friends here. 
'l'hey do not come out so much to enter into 
competition in the labour market with those who 
are ::tlready here as to go into the country and 
settle on the land. I am told that the great 
bulk of the nominated passengers are nominated 
by people who hfwe come ont and formed homes 
for themselves in the country-· that they first 
work on the farms ano eventually take up land 
on their own account. For that reason, I clonbt 
the wisdom of greatly increasing their passage 
money. As far as assisted passengers are con
cerned, we nee<! not discuss them very largely ; 
their number not being great they are not a 
very important element to take into consideration. 
Some alteration might be advisable in respect 
to age~. I do not see why, for instance, in 
the second schedule, we should go so high 
as the age of fiftv-five. Although men who have 
settled here may be anxious to bring their 
parents ant, yet a man or woman fifty-fiv<' 
yen,rs of age cmning to the colony is not of very 
great value as a colonist, and the limit of age 
ought to be reduced. Indeed, I doubt very 
much whether it is desirable to bring out anyone 
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above the age of forty without charging the full 
amount; certainly they ought not to be brought out 
when they are as old as fifty-five. \Vhen they 
hare arrived at that age they do not settle on the 
land as ordinary settlers do, and for all practical 
purposes they are of very little use to tbe colony. 
In cases of persons of that age who are unmarried, 
or who ban; no children, I do not think it is ad vis
able to bring them out a tall; let them come entirely 
at their own expense. Some difference should b'e 
Inade vdth regard to those bringing out children 
growing up, who will settle on the bnd and 
become good, useful colonists. \Vith regard to 
the figures quoted by the Premier, as to the 
number of people coming out during the 
last year or two, the amount paid by them, 
and the amount which would have been 1uid 
by them if tbis Bill had been law at the 
time, I think he did not take into considera
tion the fact that if it had been li1w we should 
have had a much smaller immigration. It is 
only the low cost which induces them to come 
out in such large numbers, and the effect of 
increasing the rates will be to diminish that 
particular class of immigration. I C<1nnot help 
thinking that,· although son1e few persons do take 
advantage of the Act, and come out here under 
false pretence~, it is a very doubtful policy to 
reduce the number of that class of immigrants, 
when at the ~mine tiine \Ve are bringing others 
out free. It is advisable that regulations should 
be made enforcing a strict examination at home, 
in order to prevent mechanics and persons fol
lowing trades for which there is no opening here, 
from coming out. At present it is impossible to 
prevent a large number of such persons coming 
out under misrepresentation. And we should do 
all we reasonably can to encourage those inu11i
grants who are nominated by their friends 
in the colony, and who settle on the land. 
In speaking thus, I do not wish it to be 
supposed that I would allow all persons to come 
out to their friends on those terms. There is 
just as much necessity for ,trict supervision in 
this class as in any other. But, as I said before, 
I look upon the proposal to increase the charges 
for nominated pasi3engers, \vhile we arc bringing 
out others free, with a certain rtmount of doubt. 

Mr. DlCKSO:N said: Mr. Speaker,-! do not 
think the apprehensions of the hon. member for 
Port Curtis in connection with this matter will 
be realised. I look upon it thi'lt the time has 
arrived when we can very fairly raise our rates of 
passage 1noney for nmninated passengers ; and I 
fully agree that during the last year, and perhaps 
even before that, the system has been open to 
very great abuse, and that many people who 
have come out tn the colony, leaving their friends 
at home, and who have made honws for them
selves and have prospered, luwe taken advantage 
of the nominated system to get their friends 
out here at the cost of the State. I therefore 
think that, as a Treasury matter alone, this Bill 
should commend itself to our approval. But the 
Premier ought to have informed us-perhaps the 
Minister for Lands may be t'lble to do so after
wards-as to the number of obligations which 
are at present outstanding in connection with 
nominated passengers. The ships hitherto 
have been filled up very largely by full-paying 
passengers, and nominated passengers have 
had to sttmd over from time to time until the 
arrival of a rnor~ convenient season; and I 
believe a very large number of applications are 
at present outstanding, which will require to be 
attended to. 'l'his Bill does not, of course, 
touch the c:1se of warrants which have been 
issued prior to its introduction, and which will 
take, p~rhaps, a couple of yectrs to discharge. I 
know there is a very large number indeed out
standing. I think there were some 3,000 or 
4,000-I quote from memory-in connection with 

the nominated system, and these are being sent 
out by the Agent-General as opportunity offers, 
full-paying passengers having precedence. I 
think the time has arrived when we may very 
fairly revise our whole system. Indeed, I think 
the colony has become so wall known in Great 
Britain that there is no longer any necessity for 
keeping up this extremely low standard, which 
mny be considered as an indncmnent to pauper 
innuigrR,tiun. \Ve should now look to receive a 
class of in11nigrants vvho will bring a :rnoderate 
sum of money with them to enable them to 
establish themselves comfortably in a new 
country. \Vhile the rate, here are not pro
hibitory they will relieve the Treasury of the 
very large draw upon it in connection with 
the obligation., which have been incm-red. Pos
sibly the .Minister for I,ands, who takes a deep 
interest in this matter, will be ahle to supply the 
information I have asked for with regard to the 
oblig»tions yet to be discharged. I do not think 
this Bill will have the effect of preventing a 
useful clas'" of in1n1igr~tnts arriving in (~ueens~ 
land, as appears to be apprehended by the hon. 
member for Port Curtis. I believe the colony is 
now so \veil known, and its circumstances 
so much better understood than formerly, 
that we sktll obtain, even under this in
creased scnle, quite sufficient suitable immi
grants to settle the country. While I always 
regard immigration most favourably, still it is 
undesirable that the colony should be swamped 
with anything like pauper immigrants, who 
only disturb the labour market-men who have 
not the slightest idea of settling UJ;On the lands 
of the colony, or of doing anything more than to 
hang about towns and endeavour to extract a 
precarious living by keeping in centres of popu~ 
lation. That is not the healthy class of immi
grants we desire to obtain; and, in rny opinion, 
while the increased rates will not deter any from 
coming to the colony who desire to come, they will 
prevent many abuses which have crept in under 
the low rates which have hitherto obtained. I 
regard the Bill, therefore, a• a very desirable 
measnre. If the rates had been incr0ased to £5 
and £10 instead of .£4 and £8, it would perhaps 
have been desirable at the present time; but as 
£4 and £8 are a large increase upon the present 
rates, perhaps it it is sufficient for present vur
poses. 

Mr. BLACK said: Jliir. Speaker,-I think the 
immigrant• who are intended to be affected by 
this Bill are certainly the most desirable class 
who come tu the colony, and it is a matter for 
serious consideration by this House whether 
raising the price will not have tbe effect of 
arrec<ting the introduction of that very excellent 
class. No doubt on the face of it it would appear 
that the cost of introducing a nominated pas
senger is comparatively small, but we must not 
forget that when those hnn1igrants arrive here 
they are no further trouble to the Governmimt. 
They very seldom go into the depot-they are met 
by friends, and at once absorbed amongst the 
working population of the country ; and I think 
we may safely say that they very seldom appear 
amongst the unemployed. They come here to 
their friends, stay a few weeks with them until 
they get familiar with the conditions of the 
country, are then employed at a fair rate of wages, 
and are not brought seriously into competition 
with the existing htbour classes we have here. 
And I cannot help thinking that this proposed 
alteration-although it may appear that the 
Treasury is going to be benefited -- will be a 
conoiderable loss to the future ]'l'Osperity of the 
country. \Ve shall lose this very desirable class 
of inlinigr::tnts, ~tnd in the pre~ent state of our 
industries, which we hope to see developed, 1 
do not think it is judicious to interfere with 
or suddenly check the stream of immigration 
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necessary to develop those industries. I believe 
from what I hearrl recently, whilot in Eng-land, 
that there is a considerable number of nominated 
e1nigrants awaiting n1eans of transit to the 
colony. I do not think it is quite so large as 
stated by the hon. rnen1ber for Rnoggera, who 
said it would take probably two years to bring 
them here. I understood from the Agent-General 
that there were about 2,000 applie.tnts on the 
books, who, I suppose, will not be in any way 
affected by the alteration in the law. 

The PRE:\1IER: No. 
Mr. BLACK: I notice that the number of 

re1nitta.nce passengers, which I assun1e are norni
natecl ones, bronght out last year was 4,041, and 
assuming inunign1.tion to continue at the same 
rate it will take only about six months to bring 
out those who are now waiting. The Agent-Geneml 
and other gentlemen connected with the passing 
of emigrants before they come out here assured 
me that as a rule the non1inated passengers are a 
very excellent class indeed. :;'{ o doubt abuses do 
occur occasionally under the system-it is 
possible that some woman did come out who 
had been here twice before-but I think we 
may very safely leave it to the officials in 
London to check abuseg of that kind. It has 
been said also that when immigrants come 
here they do not stop six months, but g-o off to 
other colonies. But I do not think that is a 
very serious matter either. It is, at any rate, 
not sufficient reason for altering the law. \V e 
may require a little more supervision, and above 
all we want to offer inducements to immigrants 
to stop in the country. \Vhen they laml here, 
I take it, they go away because they find that 
they have been to a certain extent misled as to 
the opportunities of getting on in the colony; 
and I s<ty let us offer inducements to them to settle 
upon the land, or go into manufacturingindu,tries, 
such as I hope to see established here. I am 
satisfied that the majority of them have sufficient 
intelligence to come to the conclusion that if they 
can see their way to do better in this colony than 
in any other they will not leave it. Nctturally 
a new-chum coming to the country, having had 
the advantage of cheap fares. having· been well 
treated on the voyage, being well received on 
coming here, and seeing a rea,~mutble opportunity 
for settling- down and rearing his Ltmiiy, has 

. a feeling almost of gratitude to the country, 
and is not inclined to leaw, but rem"ins an·l 
becomes a good colonist. There is one elaso; of 
innnigrntion \vhich has not been referred to and 
which I regret to Ree has not bet,n rrwre largely 
availed of up to the present time-that is in
dented hnmigrants. I arn not quite clenr as to 
whether it is intended that this propo"ld ad
clition to the cost of the introduction is to apply 
to indented immigrants. 

The PRKiHE:R: No. 
Mr. BLACK: I am very ghld to hear it. I 

find that in the schedule to the origin<1l Act the 
scale of payments applied to both nominated 
and indented itnrnigrantF;. I arn very glad to 
find th,-•,t it is not proposed to alter the rates 
for indented immig-rants. As hum. members 
are no doubt :cw<cre, it was intendeul that the 
facilities offered by the Act should be largely 
taken advantage of by those engaged in tropical 
agriculture, and it was anticipated at the time 
that large nnrnbers of agi'icultural ian11igrant.":l 
from the continent of Europe would be ob
tainable to work on the Northern plantations. 
For various causes that expectation has up to the 
present time not been realised, chiefly, I believe, 
through the opposition of the Continuntal Gov
ernments; but I certainly do hope, and I think as 
time advances and a somewhat different system 
of culti,ation is brought into use on those 
tropical lands of the North, that the prejudice 

against allowing Continental labour to come 
here will be gradually removed. I must say 
that in anticipation of the prnpo,;ed almndonment 
of Polynesi>en immigration altogether it will 
be absol11tely necessary, if the sugar industry 
is to rmnain in existence, that some atten1pt 
should be made to induce the Continental 
powers to g·ive us their surplus populations. 
I do not think the difficulties are insurmonnt
a ble, and I am sure hon. members from all parts 
of the colony will l1e very glad if effect can be 
given to the principles of the indented clauses of 
the Immigration Act as originally passed. How
ever, I am very glad to see that it is not pro
posed to increase the difficulty of getting indented 
immigrants for agricultural purpooes, for that is 
the sole purpose for which they are introduced. 
With regard to the general principles of this Bill 
I hsove no objection to offer. The Government, 
no doubt, have carefully considered the eng-age
ments of the 'l'reasury, and the necessity, perhaps, 
of adopting some means of checking the great 
immigration to the colony at the ]Jresent time. 
I have no doubt when our industries revive 
again, and when we find we can absorb a much 
larger number of immigrants than are likely to 
come under this new amended Act, that this 
House will see fit to retract any regulations 
which may have the effect of preventing immi
grants from coming here as freely as they wonld 
go to other colonies or other countries. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said : 1\Ir. Spesker,- I 
understand that the raising of the passage money 
to be paid for assi,-;ted and nominated immi
grants is chiefly on account of the system having 
been abused to a very large extent; but this Bill 
is somewhat contradictory to the rest of the 
in1rrligration policy, inasinnch as we still i~tr.o
duce agricultural labourers from Great Brrtmn 
free. Now, the agricultural labourers brought 
fron1 England are not so exclusively agricul
turists as the Germans and Scandina vians, 
who are exclusively agricultural settlers. They 
are nominated by their friends, are met here on 
arrival, and taken to their friends' farms, where, 
a-fter spcmcling "few months, they are assisted on 
to the land. Now, I contend that those agricul
tural labourers with their wives and families 
arriving here are far more desiraLle inuui
grants than the class of agriculturtll labourers 
imported from Great Britain, and I see 
great injustice in cbarg-ing' these high rates. 
In many in.stances these families have money 
''- ith them, and that is the hest form of in
troducing foreign capital. "\Ve once before 
had this introduction nf capital when the 
l\linister for Lands was innuigration agent, 
and a good n1any thousands of pounds were 
brought here in that way. I think there is a 
way <Jut of the difficulty. The Government is. in 
duty bound to protect the Treasury, and provrde 
a,g·ainst abu·"es, but I \Yould suggest that if under 
thi>< Bill immigrants who come out here settle 
on the land, the payments they have rr.ade 
should be accepted as part payment of the land. 
In thi,; way the country would not be deceived, 
and if the families became actual settlers they 
would g-ive the very best value for the money 
they cost to bring them out here. I belin e 
if the Government carry out their polic:y
if the country endorses the policy announced 
by the lc~"tler of the Government of encourag-ing 
all our industries-we shall be able to do away 
with :ell free immigration. The colony will 
then enjoy such unexampled jJI'Osperity that 
it will be attructi ve enough to immig1.•ants 
from abroad. There are not many spots on 
the face of the earth where emigrants can go 
to. .A1nerica i;:; fast g·etting ov-er-stocked, and 
QL1eensland will then be the only desirable place 
for emigrants from Europe. I shall support 
the second reading of the Bill. 
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1\Ir. McMASTER said: Mr. Speaker,- I am 
inclined to think that this Bill will encourage a 
better class of immigrants than we have had 
hitherto. I think the people who will come ont 
under it will probably be a chtss who will settle 
on the land-men of small capital. lYe do not 
get them now, I am sorry to say. I am told 
that the very last batch of immigrants that 
came here by the ",Tumna" have been 
spoken of as ttnything but desirable. I have 
heard that some of the officers have made 
complaints that they were not of the class that 
have been in the habit of coming here. J think 
that, whilst we should encourage immigration in 
every form, we should be very careful that we do 
not, at the cost of the State, encourage peovle to 
come here who will be a burden when they 
do arrive. Vie should be very careful that we 
get a class of people who will assist us. Many of 
us have been here for years, and have assisted 
to lay the foundation of the colony·; in fact, 
some of us were here before it was a colony, and 
we are naturally anxious to increase our numbers, 
but not with a class of people whom we shall have 
to assist on their arrival here. I think it desir
able that immigration should be ettsed off for tt 
time. \Ye have ample labour in the towns at 
present, and what we require is a class of men 
who will go upon the land. To hear the hon. 
member for Rosewood, one would imagine that 
there are no agriculturists in Great Britain at all, 
or that they are not of that class which it is 
desirable to bring out to this country, and that 
on the Continent they are very much superior. 

An HoNOURABL]c JliiE}IBER: He did not say that. 
l'!Ir. McMASTER: That is what I understood 

him to say. 'No man in the House thinks more 
of the German population tlmn I do. I lived 
many years amongst the German settlers, and a 
more industrious people you could not find, but 
I do not consider them as superior to Britons. 
I think the charges made in this scale will 
encourage middle-class people to come out and 
settle upon our lands, and in "'year or two when 
the farming districts prosper a little more, the 
labour in the to'.Vns will be ttbsorbed, and we shall 
be able to hold out higher inducements to immi
grants to come out to fill up our requirements. 
I think the Government have taken a wi"e step 
in raising the an1ounts for nominated irnmigrants, 
for by doing so they will prevent many coming 
out simply to loaf about our streets looking for 
work with the hope that they may not find it. IV e 
have had too many of that class coming out, and 
the bounty system has been a curse to the colony. 
\Vhat does the skipper c'ue so long as he gets his 
£10? He cares very little; and he and others have 
taken men off the corners of the streets, and I 
have heard of their giving men bonuses to con1e 
out as immigrants. Those Inen a,re filling onr 
gaols, and are a burden upon the people. By 
making the proposed charges we are likely to get 
a better class of immigrants, who will he more 
likely to settle upon the land, and I shall there
fore support the Bill. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-No don ht 
this Bill will tend to ease off immigmtion. At the 
same time I do not reg·arJ it in the same lig-ht as 
the hon. member who has just sat clown: He 
stated that raising the scale of payments for 
nominated passengers will have the effect of 
bringing out a supedor class of inunigrants to 
those we are in the habit of receiving. I do not 
look at it in that way, because I remember th;1,t 
these nmninated passengers are i1nmigrants 
nominated from the colony ; the passage money 
is paid by residents in the colony nominating 
their friends at home ; and so I do not see what 
effect it can have upon the ordinary run of 
immigrants who leave the old shores for these. 
I feel somewhat doubtful of what the effect of 

this Bill will be. 'When the last amending Bill 
wcos going through the House I said a 
word or two in favour of nominated pas
sengers, sincerely trusting that, under the regu
lations which that Bill gave the Government 
power to frame, they would not seriously 
interfere with the nominated passengers. IV e 
know that nominated passengers are almost the 
best class of immigrants we could receive into the 
colony, because they come here generally to 
homes provided for them ; they n,re not the 
slightest burthen whatever to the State ; they 
remain with their friends until employment other 
than that which their friends can gh·e them is 
provided for them, and they ultimately become 
good citizens an1nngst us. There are a consider .. 
ttble numl>er of persons who have come out under 
the same regulation, and they are straining all 
they possibly can to save enongh money to send 
home for their wives, children, or parents, as the 
ease may he; and it Lloes seem somewhat hard 
that after leaving home, believing that they 
would in the course of a very short time be able 
to save sufficient money for that purpose, they 
should now be called upon to find four times the 
amount which they would under the old regu
lations httve had to pay. I hope, therefore, 
the Government will see their way to reduce 
these amounts considerably when the Bill gets 
into connnittee. I a1n not RO sure that hnrr1igra .. 
tion has been on too large a scale lately, because 
I have heard hon. members outside the House
and I think I arn not doing \vrong in mentioning 
it-say that they have found some difficulty in 
providing labour for their several require
ments, and could only obtain it by payment 
of high wages. If such was the case I am 
very pleased to hear it, for I like to hear 
that wag·es are high ; ttt the same time I 
like to know that there is sufficient labour 
for the amount of work to be done. I hope, 
then, that this change may not pro ye to be of 
too sweeping a character. \V e are led to believe 
at the present time that not many tradesmen 
are being imported into the colony. If they are 
coming they are cnming under false pretences. 
This reminds me of what I heard not long since, 
that a htrge number of journeyman tailors 
applied to a larg·e tailoring establishment for 
employment, stating that they were immigrants 
who had just recently arrived from the old 
country ; and when a-,ked, in consequence, . 
" Ho" did yon manage to get here?" they 
Naid, ''\V e cau1e out as farm labourers." No 
donJ,t many tradesmen try to pass them· 
f:\d ves off as farm la.bourers in ordPr to get out 
free. One man I heard of was pulled up in the 
Immigration Office in this way. He was asked 
a c1uc <tion like this : "You say yon ar<~ a farm 
la1ynu·er; now, ho\Y 1nany acres conld you plough 
in a day?" The answer \VaH, "I believe I could 
plough Nix, sit;" ::tnd he waR told, "You can 
stand aside, for you arc evidently not a farm 
lal)()urer." 

Mr. ADAMS srticl: 1Ir. Speaker,-vVhen I 
read thi' Dill it struck me that I had better ask 
whether \"8 want irnmigration or not. \V e have 
at present a lecturer in England 'vho is Rending 
ont farm labourers and domestic servants free to 
the colony. If we want immigrants at all, why 
should not the people who h,we come out here 
and helped to lay the foundation of the colony 
be allowed to send for their friends on the same 
terms as those who are at present at home are 
allowed? By raising the amount for nominated 
passengers we are n1aking a grand JTiiHtake ; 
and if we can get itnmigrants nominated by 
their friends already here why should we 
go to the expense of paying- a lecturer at 
home to send out farm labourers free? \V e 
know that domestic sen"ants are very much 
required, but I was told by a lady who visited 
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the Immigration Depot the other day, that she 
could not get one to suit her. I myself 'aw what 
was supposed to be a domestic servant standing 
up against a wall trying to steady herself, and 
put a bottle into her pocket. That was not 
a norninated in1n1igrant, bnt one who can1e out 
free; and I think we have quite enough of 
that sort. The hon. member for Port Curtis 
said he thought the Government should not 
pay the passage of anyone over forty years of 
age, but I have found that very often people 
come out here with the object of saving enough 
to send home for their relatives; and many 
people would not come out here if they could not 
gflt their parents out afterwards without paying 
the full passage. I know an instance of a family 
of fifteen coming out here-thirteen children 
and their father and mother. The parents were 
fifty-five an'1 fifty-six years of age, respectively, 
and if those two could not have come out 
without paying their full passages, the colony 
would have been deprived of the services of the 
family ; therefore I think the passage money for 
nominated p11ssengers should not be as much as 
£8 for males and £4 for females, as provided in 
the Bill. Of course, the Treasury ought to be 
protected; but, if we have sufficient immigrants, 
the better way would be to stop immigration for 
a time and leave the passage money as it is. 

The MI~ISTER lfOR LANDS (Hon. H. 
Jordan) said : Mr. Speaker,-·I rise to call 11tten
tion to the large amount of money paid during 
the la,'t few years for immigmtion. During 
the last six years the Government have p11id 
an avemge of £23!!,306 n,nnually for immigrn.
tion; 11nd I am of opinion that a very large 
amo<mt of this expenditure was unnecessary. 
Not that I am opposed to free immigration-there 
must be a certam amount of free immigration to 
provide labour for those who require it--but I 
h11ve always been of opinion that we might get a 
sufficient supply of labour n.t a Yery small 
expenditure as compa1·ed with the l11rge expendi
ture incurred during the past six years. One 
person in every hundred of the 34,000,000 people 
of Great Britain ifJ an en1igrant, and the great 
bulk of them n.re voluntary emigrants, versons 
of thrift and intelligence, such as constitute the 
hest emigr11nts. Now, the gre.1t bulk of these 
emigrants go to the United States and to Canada. 
The bone and sinew of England and mil
lions of money are drifting aw11y every year 
to swell the greatness of that great country, 
the United States, at the expense of Great 
Britain. I have alw<1ys held that the true 
policy of Great Britain is to encourage the 
emigrfltion of those people to the British colonies, 
because those whcl come here from Gre11t Britain 
are customers to the British manufacturer to an 
amount twenty times 11s great as in the ca.se 
of those who go to the United States. And 
it is the true policy also, because I believe 
those hundred8 of thons11nds of people who 
have gone tn the U nitcd St11tes might all 
h11ve been comfortably settled in the Austra.li'w 
colonies. \Ve have 11 Land Act now capflble 
of <ettling 11 large population, and I am pleased 
to he11r from the Chief Secretary that the 
land-order system prodded last session is likely 
to prove a great success, and he the means 
of inducing a large number of very desirable 
immigrants to come to the colony. \Yith refer· 
ence to th11t class of immigration required for 
supplying the labour market for the convenience 
of employers I am satisfied that we can get a 
full supply of persons who will be willing to pay 
a proportion of their passage money. I know 
that to be so from my experience when I was in 
the old country. A large number of persons, 
when informed about Queensland, were unwilling 
to come as free passengers. They had been s11ving 
their money to go to America-the amount of 

passage money to that country was about £4 per 
head--and they would have been willing to come 
here if they could have come as assisted passen
gers. At th~tt time there was no provision under 
the Crmvn Lands Alienation Act, which included 
our immigmtion sy.,tem during the early part of 
our history, for such a class. l!~inding this wa~ 
the case, I represented to the Government that 
they should est11blish assisted immigration, and 
the rates fixed were £8 for adults and £4 for 
single females over fourteen. Under that system 
I c•Jllected £53,000, and brought out the very 
best class of labourers to the colony. During 
the l11st six years, a.s I have said, the average 
yearly expenditure hnR been £239,000, and for 
the very poorest cbss of immigrants. The 
greatest difficulty in England is in the matter 
of selection, for the reason that every parish in 
Great Britain has a lot of wflste, which it wants 
to get rid of; and the idea is that the colonies 
11rc made on purpose to relieve those parishes of 
their destitute people. 

Mr. NOR TON : That applies to free immigm· 
tion and not to nomin11ted. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Every
where the clergymen, including those of the 
J!:stablished Church, interest themselves in the 
question of immigration, with the view of 
getting rid of those who are a burden on the 
parish. That is the idea that has oht11ined, and 
the Agent-General-whoever he may be-finds 
th11t one of his greatest difficulties is to select a 
suitable class of immigrants. The most careful 
scrutiny is necessary in order to keep that 
refuse class from the colony_ I instituted 
a very strict sy'ltem in the selection. Every 
person who a pp lied for a free passage had to 
produce a certificate from his present and one 
from his late employer, two certificates from re
spectable householders to whom he was person11lly 
known, a certificate from a magistrate or minister 
of religion, and one from a doctor. I am sorry to 
say that the strictness of this system has been 
much relaxed. They have appare11tly done 
away with the two certificates from householders, 
which was a mnst important part of the system, 
and, I think, with the certificate from a magis
trate. Hon. member.s of this House have spoken 
of the lecturer who sends out people. '\Ve have 
a lecturer at home who does a great deal of 
goO<l, because he works in the agricultuml dis
tricts, and induces 11 very respect11ble class of 
farm bbonrers, who are eligible for free passn,ges, 
to come. But he does not select one-thirtieth of 
the people who come here. The free immigmnts 
are obtained through the sub-agents, who work 
all over the United Kingdom, whuare paid bycom· 
miboion, 111Hl they do not care how or where they 
obtain the immigrants su long as they get their 
commiiision p11id. Now, I believe this Bill will 
be a most valuable one. \Ve want to diminish 
the quantity of our fr€e im1nigrants and raise 
the <J.uality. \Ve want to get that class of people 
I h11ve indicated, who will bring 11 little money 
-the intelligent cl11ss of labourers at home, who 
11re willing to rmy something for their own 
passages. This Bill will work admirably in that 
direction, and I believe we can get a sufficient 
supply of bbour from this assisted class. I 
think the time will very shortly come when this 
system, if properly worked, will enable us to get 
the very cremn of immigrants, jlrst the very class 
we want, who will come here at very little 
expense to the colony, and this £230,000 
which we now annually expend might very 
soon be reduced to £50,000. Then we should 
not have the refuse coming, who cost about 
double the amount to bring out. As for the 
nomina.ted system, I am not sure that class is so 
valuable. I admit that a very large number of 
labourers come out here, and very soon send 



664 Queensland Fisheries Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Queensland Fisl~et·ies Bill. 

home for their friends, and that that should be 
encouraged; but when we have accepted money 
for people as nominated passengers we can 
hardly refuse them a passage, and I am very 
much afraid that the Agent-General at home 
finds that he has very great difficulty in select
ing these people. He is not able to apply 
any rule in the selection, as the Government 
here have accepted the money, and :tre therefore 
bound according to English law to give them a 
passage without asking any questions; and I 
think the only wise way of diminishing the 
number of that class, who cannot be carefully 
selected, is to raise the rate as provided by 
this Bill. I do not think I need waste the time 
of the House any longer in reg>trd to this ques
tion. I heartily support the Bill, and believe the 
system may do away with free immigration and 
save from £150,000 to £200,000 every year. 

Question-That the Bin be read a second time 
-put and passed. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the com
mittal of the Bill was made an Order of the Day 
for to-morrow. 

QUEENSLAND FISHERIES BILL. 
COMMITTEJ'J. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the 'Whole to consider the Bill. 

Preamble postponed. 

Clause 1-'' Short title"-passed as printed. 

On clause 2, as follows :-
"In this Act, unless the context otherwise indi

cates,-
l. The following terms have the meanings sot against 

them respectively, that is to say-
' Treasurer '-'l'he Colonial Treasurer of Queens

land; 
'Port'-Any pm·t, harbour, haven, roadstead, 

channel, or navigable creek m· river in Queens
land; 

'Boat'-Any boat, punt, or vessel of any descrip
tion; 

"2. The term 'Queensland wafers' includes all salt 
and fresh waters which are not uyon lnnd which is the 
property of a private person ; 

"3. The term' from knot to knot' menus the nwasuro 
taken diagonally from knot to knot of the mesh of a 
net when \Vetted l'f<'ldy for use and stretched so that 
the opposite knots on the alternate corners arc in 
contact." 

Mr. STEVENS said he thought there should 
be an amendment in the 3rd subsection of thttt 
clause, as to whether the knot should Le 
measured from the outside or from the inside. 
It would be easily understood that measuring 
from the outside the knots would make a very 
great difference in the measurement, in some 
instances a quarter of an inch, :tnd in some 
instances half-an-inch, which would defeat the 
object of that clause. 

The PREMIER said the measurement was 
intended to be taken !CS the hon. member sug
gested. He moved that the words '' on the 
inside " should be inserted after "from knot 
to knot." 

Mr. DIOKSON said he would like to know if 
the definition of "port'' would include fresh 
water? 

The PREMIER said the word " port " did 
not seem to occur in the Bill, so that the defini
tion was unnecessary. He would withdraw his 
lust amendn1ent in order to move that the defini
tion of " port " be omitted. 

:Mr. SHEHIDAN said he would like to know 
whether the Bill would apply to the Enoggera 
and Gold Creek reservoirs. His reason for asldng 
wa5 that at considerable expense some very valu
!lble fish had been turned out there-trout, perch, 

tench, and carp-and he had every reason to 
suppose that they wonld acclimatise themselves. 
Therefore, he shonld like an amendment intro
duced to protect t.hose waters, if the Bill did not 
alre:tcly do so. 

The PICEMIER s<1id that the definition 
"QueensLwd waters '' included "rtll salt and 
fre,,h waters which are not upon land which is 
the property of a private per,ou." He fancied 
that the Enogg:'ra reservoir would be conRidered 
the property of a private person, as the term 
"person" included a corpor~lJtion. Those fish 
were really the property of the Board ; he ap
prehended that the Board would take care of 
them. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The PRE.l\iiER moved the insertion of the 

words "on the inside" after the words " from 
knot to knot." 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and pas,;ed. 

Clause 3 passed as printed. 
On clause 4, as follows :-
" X o IJcrson shall, except as hereinafter provided, take 

or attempt to take fish with a net having a mesh of less 
dimensions than three and a-half inches from krJ.ot to 
knot. 

"Provided as follows :-
(1) For the pnrpo~e of taking whiting it shall be 

lawful to uso a net, not exceeding one hundred 
fathoms in length, h:Lving rneshts of dimensions 
not less tha.n one inch and three-qnarters of 
an inch from knot to knot. 

(2) l"or the purpose of taking garfish it shall be 
lawful (but ouly during sueh periods and at 
such placeb as the Governor in Council may 
from time to time by proclamation appoint) 
to use a net the length of the bunt 'vhcreof 
does not exeeed sixteen fathoms, and the total 
length "\V hereof does not exceed sixty fathoms, 
having mP;;;hes in the bunt of dimensions not 
less thH,n 0118 inch and one-Lighth of an inch 
from knot to knot, n.nd having ll1E'Shes in the 
w·iugs of dimensions not less than one inch 
and a-quarter of an inch from knot to knot. 

":r,or the pln·pose of taking prawns it shall not be 
lawful to m;o a drag-net or u.ny net but a scoop-net 
used 'vith the hand. 

"Every pm·son 'vho ofi'cn<ls against or acts h1 con
tyavcl1tion of the ptovisious of tltis section shall be 
liable to a penalty not excce<ling ten paunch;, and tlle 
jnsticeR by whom he is eouvictf'd mrty order the nots and 
taeklc used by the offender in so doing to be destroyed 
or forfeited. 

"r:l~he placing of t.wo or more nets behind or llC'~Lr to 
each other, in ~ueh mannel' as to pract.ieally diruinb;h 
the mesh ot the nets, or the covariug of a net 'Yith 
cauyas, or any oth 'l" artiJicc to c~- 'Lde the provi~ions of 
thi~ section vdth respect to the size of the mesh of nets, 
shnll h•"' deemed to lJe an act in contrav~Jntion of this 
section." 

Mr. SHERIDA"'{ m<wed that after the word 
"grLr-fish" in the 2nd snl)SCction the v.~onlK "or 
fleet-tailed mullet" should be inserted. He had 
been requested by profeseionctl fi.,,hcrmen to 
propose that an1endn1e11t, hocaw.;e the flat~tn,iled 
mulll't wets a small am! valurrhle fish which would 
cw11e under the -,,;une category a~3 garfish and be 
canght with the same net. 

Mr. STEVE?>S said he had an mnendmentto 
move in the eal'lier part of the claase. Snbsec
tion 1 proYicled that tlw mesh for ,,-hiting should 
not exceed an inch and three-quarters. He had 
seen b<.tll white men and Chinamen fishing for 
whiting, and he had noticed that as a rule the 
white men used the larg·er mesh. In conversation 
with fishermen in the Bay he h:~d found most 
of them agree that a mesh of 2~ inches was quite 
small enough, and all of those he had consulted 
werg agreeable to use nets with a mesh of that 
size. He moved that the words " one inch and 
three-quarters of an inch" be omitted, with the 
view of inserting the words "two inches and 
half an inch," 
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The PREMIER said he did not pretend to be 
an expert at fishing; but he held in his hand a 
remonstrance addreesed to the Colonittl Trea
~urer from twelve fishermen at Amity Point, in 
which they said that the present wi<lth of the 
mesh-2~ inches-was too large ; that it lucd 
been copied from the Act of New South \Y ales, 
where the whiting wtts a larger fish than in 
Queensbnd waters ; and that they desired that 
the mesh should be 1~ inches. ·who was to decide 
when doctors dis,<greed ? 

Mr. STEVENS said that the fishermen were 
strongly interested in having a smttll mesh, 
because a small mesh meant a greater haul of 
fish. His informants stated that 2?; inches was 
a fair size, anrl they would not have said so unless 
such had been the fact. 

Mr. MELLOR said that such a mesh as the 
hon. member for Logan proposed would prevent 
fishermen from catching· whiting at all. 'rhe 
whiting here was a very much smaller fish than 
in New South \Vales; and no doubt what the 
Amity Point fishermen suggested would be 
better than what the hon. member for Logan 
proposed. 

Mr. DICKSON said the matter had received 
careful attention from the Treasury. The main 
object of the Bill was to provide for the size of 
the mesh. The pre,.ent dimensions were copied 
from the New S·•uth \Vales Act, and were found 
to be unsuitttble for Queensland waters; and 
unless the hon. member for Loiian could give 
some very good reasons why the dimensions in 
the Bill should be departed from, he should feel 
inclined to support the Bill as it sto0d. K ot 
only had the greatest pains been taken in the 
matter by the port officer, but the fullest infor
mation from those intere,tecl in the fishing 
industry was obtained before the dimensions 
were finally accepted. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he should support the 
amendment, notwithstanding what the late Colo
nial Treasurer said; and when they came to the 
schedule it would be proved that the port officer 
knew nothing about the matter. 

Mr. STEVKNS said that if hon. members 
would look at the diagram they would see that a 
1't-inch mesh would catch very small fish. His 
object was to let the small fish escape, and that 
could only be clone by having a larger mec;h, 
The schedule provided that no whiting of less 
than 4 oz. shoulrl be taken, but a 1:1-inch mesh 
would catch them half tlmt size. A 2~-inch 
mesh, hon. members would see, wtts not at ,Zll too 
large. 

The PRlOIIEil said he was disposed to think 
that a 1!1-inch mesh was too small, and that on 
the other hand a 21-inch mesh was too large. 
He did not like to exJ,l'8'S a positive opinion, but 
he was disposed to think that a 2-inch mesh 
would be the best. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he wa,; inclined to 
agree with the hon. member for Logan that the 
mesh tts propoberl in the Bill was too srmrll, It 
would catch vet>y small fish indeed. That w.rs 
the opinion of :1 rnan who knew sornetbing rLbont 
the matter, and who had just been speaking to 
him about it outside, and he was of opinion that 
it ought to be mttde larger, 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he had seen whiting 
caught so small as to be unfit for food-utterly 
usele,s. If those fish had been allowed to grow 
a little they would have been good wholesome 
food. He knew a good deal about nets and 
netting, and about fish and fishing-about tts 
much as most people ; and he thought the hon. 
member for Logan did not require the mesh to 
be one bit too large or too small. 

Mr. MELLOR said he thought the present 
Act provided for what the hem. member for 
Logan now proposed to reintroduce. There was 
a g·eneral cowpla.int anwngst fisherrnen that 
they were not "ble to cateh any fish with a 
2~-inch mesh. He thought it was a little too 
large for the \Vhiting on our coast. 

Mr. SHETIIDAN said he had seen whiting 
in both Sydney and Melbourne, and the whiting 
ou nur coast were just as large as they were there, 
so that the same rule would apply throughout. 

Mr. BULCOCK said a fish-seller had com· 
plained to him that the mesh was too small, 
so small that the fish caught were too small for 
sale. He said the fishermen wanted the mesh 
larger. 

The PREMIER said the fish referred to were 
not caught in a 2~-inch net, but in a garfish net, 
and it was now proposed to make it unlawful to 
catch whiting in such nets as that at an. There 
seemed to be great conflict of opinion between 
competent Judges as to the proper size of the 
mesh. They had the opinion of a great number 
of fishermen, who said that 2~ inches was too large. 
On the other hand they had competent judges in 
the Committee, who saicl1'Jl inches was too small. 
He was disposed to agree with both, and thought 
2 inches would be a fair size to adopt. 

Mr. STEVENS said he was perfectly satisfied 
that the fishermen who had consulted him 
on the subject would not have agreed to 
2~ inches if they had thought it was too 
large. They were making a living by catching 
fish, and if they had thought they were going 
to be very bttdly treated they would not have 
mentioned that size. The fact of small fish 
being caught was all the greater reason why they 
should have a larger mesh. At present great 
destruction of fish was going on in Moreton Bay. 
As had been stated the other evening, some kinds 
of fish had totally disappeared from our waters 
owing entirely to too small a mesh being used. 
The fish when caught were immature, not olcl 
enough to have spawned, and had been killed off 
the coast altogether. However, he did not wish 
to dispute the point to the bitter end, and would 
be quite agreeable to alter his amendment, so as 
make the mesh 2! inches instead of 2~. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
i\Ir. STEYENS moved that the worcls "one 

inch and three-qmtrkrs of an inch" be omitted, 
with the view of inserting "two inches and a, 
qu>rrter of an inch." 

i\Ir. DICKSO:N s:cid he would remind the 
Committee that the Bill had received vcr·y careful 
attention. It was not merdy the opinion of the 
department that he laid stres'4 upon, but upon 
the opinion of i't large nun1 ber of fishern1en in 
:i\Ioreton Bay who had been consulted conceming 
it. The Bill was not the production of the 
depttrtmcnt this year. It haLl been under con
sideration for the last two yenrs, and the fullest 
]nfornuttion frorn tho~e '"ho were interested in 
the industry had been sought. He therefore 
thought that they would be taking an unwise 
de],tuture in alterin[ the dimensions or the mesh. 
That was all he wished to say. If the Committee 
thoug·ht well to amend it, of course he could not 
help it. 

Mr. FOXTON said he would like to call 
attention to one point. He had some doubt 
whether the fishermen who were personally 
interested in the matter were reall:y the 
persons who were most competent to g1 ve an 
opinic,n upon it. It seemed to him that the 
interests of the fic;hermen ancl those of the public 
might very fairly be expected to conflict. It all 
depended upon the way in which a fisherman 
looked at it. If he was a patriot, and looked to 
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the ultimate condition of the fishing trade ten 
years hence, when possibly he might be dead 
and buried, be would probably give his opinion 
just as it had been described by the hon. member 
for Logan. On the other hand, if he simply 
looked to· what he could make out of his calling 
at the present time, then it would be to his 
interest to advocate the small mesh. Possibly 
he (Mr. Foxton) might be doing an injustice to 
the fishermen. 

Mr. MELLOR said he thought the hon. 
member for Logan was pushing the matter a 
little too far. He thought the provisions of the 
Bill imposing a penalty upon any fisherman 
offering for sale any fish smaller than was 
specified in the schedule ought to be sufficient to 
prevent people from catching small fish. 

Mr. BULCOCK : It will not. 
Mr. MELLOR said, as a rule whiting were 

not large, and be thought 2 inches would be quite 
large enough for the mesh. 

Mr. STEVENS said he would point out that 
it was very little use baYing the size of the fish 
mentioned in the schedule and then providing 
for a mesh that would catch smaller ones. The 
great object in view was the pre"ervation of fish, 
and that could not be accomplished if they 
allowed a mesh to be used that wonld destroy 
small, immature fish. 

The PREMIER said he should like to know 
what the length of the whiting would be. \Vhat 
sized whiting would be caught in a 2i·inch mesh? 
\Vould it be a fish 8 or 9 inches long ? 

Mr. STEVE:NS : Fish are always judged by 
weight. 

The PREMIER said he knew that, but he 
believed a fish 8 or 9 inches long would be caught 
in such a mesh. 

Mr. SHE RID AN said that had nothing wh><t
ever to do with the size of the mesh, because it 
might catch an eel. 

The PREMIER: \Ve are talking of whiting. 
Mr. SHElUDAN said the length had nothing 

to do with the size of the mesh ; it was the 
thickness that had to be considered. 

The PREMIER said he hoped the hon. 
member did not suppose that he thought fish 
were caught lengthw><ys. He was not familiar 
with the weight of fish, and had asked what 
would be the length of a fish caught in a 2±-inch 
mesh. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the clause--put and nega
tived. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted-put. 

The PHEMLER said he thought they ought 
to pause before making the mesh 2± inches. 
Judging from the arg·uments they had heard, 2 
inches would be better. 

Mr. STEVENS said he die! not know that 
there h>td been any argument in favour of 
reducing it to 2 inches. They had a statement 
from an interested lot of fi"hermen, and was it 
likely that they would recommend a smaller mesh 
than they could help? \Vas it likely they would 
injure their own market? Thny wanted to make 
a living, and of course preferred a small mesh. 
At South port, where there was a small market, 
and the fish were plentiful, people would not buy 
small fish, and the fishermen could consequently 
afford to be honest when they knew that they 
could not sell small fish. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr. SHERIDAN said he wished to move as a 

small amendment, the insertion of the words 
"flat-tailed mullet" after " garfish " in line 25. 

Mr. FOXTON said he did not know much 
about flat-bailed mullet, but he saw by the 
schedule that the size allowed for garfish was 
~ oz., and for flat-tailed mullet 3 oz. He 
thought the amendment required some explana
tion on the part of the hon. member. \Vas he 
prepared to reduce the size of the flat-tailecl 
mullet dcwn to the size of the garfish, or increase 
the size of the garfish up to the size of the flat
tailed mullet? He did not see why the same 
sized mesh sheuld be provided for both. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said his intention was to 
increase the size ot the garfish up to the size of 
the flat-tailed mullet, and with that view he 
meant to propose an alteration in the schedule. 

The PREMIER said, would a 3-oz. flat-tailed 
mullet have a smaller head than a 2-oz. gm·fish? 

Mr. MOHEHEAD asked how were they to 
get at the weight of the fish? ·were they to be 
weighed in their own scales? One might be a 
good judge of weight, and not be able to tell a 
3-oz. garfish from one 1 oz. larger. 

JIIIr. SHERIDAN said it would be the dutv of 
the inspector to veriodically examine the "fish 
exposed for sale. 

Mr. MELLOR said the amendment required 
some consideration. They should not have a 
mesh that would catch garfish and flat-tailed 
mullet at the same time. 

1\Ir. SHERIDAN said he would remark that 
in the clause they were discus,ing the words ''flat
biled mullet" were not mentioned, and it was 
with a view of making the clause consonant with 
the schedule that he had introduced the amend
ment. 

The PREMIER said he would like some 
opinion given on the subject of this equation of 
a 2-oz. garfish with a flat-tailed mullet. He 
believed, also, those fish were called "fan-tailed" 
mullet, and not "flat-tailed" mullet. 

Mr. STEVENS said they uught not to insist 
that the garfish should be the same size as the 
mullet, as a 3-oz. garfish was much too large. 
They were usually sold in Brisbane under 
1 oz., and whilst that was too small 3 oz. was 
too large. 

The PREMIER said the word "flat-tailed" 
was used in the schedule, but he was informed 
that that was a mistake, as those fish were really 
called "fan-tailed" mullet. He did not care to 
set np his opinion against that of experts in the 
Committee, but he was informed that was the 
proper name. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he had known that fish 
for many years, and he had always heard it 
called the "flat-tailed" mullet, and had never 
heard it called the " fan-tailed" mullet till that 
evening. 

Mr. MO REREAD said that as the hon. mcm· 
ber for Mary borough had evidently " greater 
knowledge of those fioh than the Premier, the 
Premier should give way to him. It was a very 
important matter, he admitted. 

The PRE:MIEit said he was quite prepared to 
take the assurance of the hon. member for lHary
borough that the correct word was "flat-tailed," 
still he was not satisfied that it was desirable to 
put them on an equality with garfish if the weight 
of one should be 3 oz. and of the other only 
1~ oz. It must be borne in mind, however, that 
if something of the kind was not inserted they 
would be in this difficulty: that the flat-tailed 
mullet would not be allowed to be caught at all, 
except in a 3~·inch net, which would not catch 
them, so that really the matter ought to be con
sidered. 

Amendment agreed to, 
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Mr. STEVEJ\'S said some provision should 
be m::tde with regard to the si7-e of the mesh for 
taking sett rnullet. They were n1uch larger than 
the other kind of mullet, and ran up to 15 lbs. or 
16 lbs. weight. The ordinary selling weight of 
sea mullet was about 2 lbs. JVIany of them were 
very large, and were u::;ed for sn1oking and 
drying. They came in large shoals in the winter 
months ; and a larger net should be used for 
taking them thrtn the ordinary whiting net of 
3~ inches. That was too smnll. He had had 
conversations with fishermen who caught many 
tons of them every season, and their opinion was 
that the size of the mesh for taking sea mullet 
should be 4 inches. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said, supposing an imma
ture whiting got into a garfish net, and supposing 
the whiting did not know of that law they were 
passing, and did not know it W>tS a garfish net 
he had got into, were they to punish the fisher
man for the error of the fi8h? They were, he 
thought, legislating t0o much. 

The PREMIER said that was a difficulty 
he had pointed out on the second reading of the 
Bill, and the only way it could be dealt with was 
by the 7th section precluding the sale of fish 
below the proper size. He did not think it worth 
while to provide a special net for sea mullet. If 
they were to deal with such special cases they 
would require too many kinds of nets. The only 
answer th>tt could be given to the objection raised 
by the hon. member for Balonne was, that if a man 
caught whiting in a prawn-net for instance, he 
must not sell them if they were ton small. His 
attention had been called since the Bill w:1s intro
duced to what was alleged to be a great hardship 
under the clause. An old fisherman of Moreton 
Bay, well known by name, had a8ked if a net 
would be forfeited or destroyed if fish happened 
to get into it that shonld not be caught with such 
a net. That, of course, would not be the case; 
but if it could be shown th>tt a man delibera.tely 
went fishing on a whiting-ground with a garfish 
net he should be punished. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On clause 5, as follows :-
" ~o person shall drag or dra:\v on to the dry land any 

not containing fish, but all nets containing fish shall be 
cmptiecl in the "\Vater. 

''Any person who offends a.gainst, or assists any 
1101'8011 offending against, the proYisions of this soetion, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fi_yc poumls." 

The PREMIEllsrtid the same fisherman asked 
how they were to take sharks or stinging rays out 
of the net if it was to be emptied in the water; 
and he said it could not be done. 

.Mr. STEVENS said that just went to prove 
how very anxious the fishermen were to make 
that a good Bill for themselves. It was quite 
easy for a fisherman to empty his net in the 
water. The nets were not dragged to steep or 
"blnff" lxtnks, becausF, if they were, by the 
time the net was dragged half-way up all the fish 
would be out of it. '!.'he nets were drag·ged on 
shallow ba.nks, and it was easy to kill the shark 
or stun the sting·ing rays with a ,;tick in the net, 
and that had often been done. They wished to 
deal fairly with the fishermen, but they wished 
also to prevent the destruction of imme,ture fish. 

Mr. NOR TON said he had hesitated in saying 
anything about the matter in the presenc<' of 
hon. members who were fishermen, but it struck 
him that they were over-legislating. They were 
not content with defining the minimum size 
of the fish, but wanted also to define the size of the 
mesh which caught the fish. If the Bill became 
law it would interfere with the unfortunate 
blacks, and he did not see why they should not 
be allowed to etttch fish in the way they had 
always done. 

Mr. STEVENS said they had discussed the 
size of the net and dealt with that part of the 
queotion. \Vhat the hon. member just stated 
had nothing to do with clause 5, which was in
serted for the protection of young fish. If the 
nd w'l" kept in the wrtter while the fish were 
taken out the small fish were not knocked about, 
and did not lose their vitll.lity ; and that was the 
chief reason for emptying the net in the water. 
It was a very simple matter, and there was very 
little more difficulty than in emptying it on dry 
land, where the young fish got knocked about 
and injured. 

Clause put and passed. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, clause 6 
was amended so as to read thus :-

No net shall be staked, fixed, or otherwise set, nor 
sh~Lll auy stakes be placed across the mouth of any 
creek or tidal stream. And no net having mes;hes of 
less dimensions than four inches from l;;:not to knot 
shall be staked, flxcd, or otherwise set in any Queens~ 
land waters. Any IJCrson who uses a net or places 
stal(Cs contrary to the provisions of this section, shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding t"\venty pounds. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, clause 7 
was amended so as to read thus :-

Ko 11erson shall take, sell, or CXl10se for sale, or have 
in his l'O"sess;ion or on his premises, any fish of any of 
the StJCCies mentioned in the schedule to this Act of a. 
Ic~-,s weight than the \Veight set opposite the name of 
such fish in the schedule. 

Any pcn;on who offends against tbe proyisions of 
this section shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty poundti; and all such prohibited iish, and all 
other fish contained in any basket or other receptacle 
of fish which contains more of such prohibited fish than 
one-t,vcnt.ieth of the whole number of fish contained 
therein, may be seized by any constable or officer of 
:police, or any person authorised by the Treasurer, and 
slmll l:Je forfeited. 

The Governor in Council may, nevertheless, by 
})roclamation alter the said ~·ehednle by omitting any 
fish thcrefrom, or by including other fish therein, or 
with respect to the weight of ~Lny fish, or declare that 
the said schedule, or any part thereof, with or \Vithout 
any such alterations, shall apply only to such parts of 
Queensland or sueh Queen:-:land waters ns am specified 
therein, and the provisions of any such proclamation 
slutll hase the same effect as if they \VGre contained in 
this Act. 

On clause 8, a.~ follows :-
"Every person who takes prawns shall, in order 

to se11arate the marketable from the nnmarkctablc 
prawns, riddle them in the \Yatcr where they arc talwn 
in such a manner as to allmv the small -prmvns to 
escat'c; and any person who O.Lils to comply 'vith the 
provisions of this &t-!Ction shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding fiye pounds." 

.:\Ir. MORE HE AD said he thought the prawns 
were being badly treated. There was no defini
tion given of the difference between mo.rketable 
and nnnmrketrtble pmwns, aml there wns no 
weight for a prawn given in the schedule. Then 
he thoug·ht the hon. member in charge of the 
Bill ought to point out the difference between a 
shrimp :md a prawn. 

The PREMIER £>tiel he thought it would be 
easy to rli,;tinguish between marketable and un
marketable prawns. People would not buy very 
smrcll prawns, and they ought to be allowed to go 
back into the water. 

Mr . .:\IURPHY asked what would be done if 
a umn riddled the prawns with a tin dish? 

The PREMIER said they had to be riddled so 
as to allow the small ones to escape. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said they might be riddled 
with ~;hot. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 9 and 10 passed as printed. 
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On Jlause ] 1, as follows :-
" Any net which is fitted as a \vm·king net, and is 

found either on shnrc or in a boat or vessel, and \Vldch 
appe~us, either by re<Lson of use, we:w, or tan, to have 
been made u~;c of or to be intended to he made n~e of, 
and which uet lms it13 me:;:hcs of a. size smaller than 
that \Vhich is allowed b~r this Act, may b\~ seized by any 
inspeetor, officer of police, or perBon authorised by the 
Treasurer. Any such seizure shall be re1Jortcd fm·th
with to the 'l'rcasurcr, who, if he be satisfied that the 
net seized is contwtry to the vrovisions of this Act and 
ha..s been or is intended to be used for fishing, n1ay 
order it to be forfeited to Her 1\Iajcsty, and the same 
shall be forfeited accordingly." 

Mr. CHUBB suggested that any licensed 
fisherman should be allowed to seize a net. The 
inspector would not always be on the look-out, 
and those nets would be used surreptitiously. 
Before the nmtter could be reported to the police 
n1agistrate the men ueing the nets would be gone. 

The PREMIER said he was afraid that would 
give rise to quarrels, and would be too dangerous 
a provision to make. He wished to insert some 
words which had been omitted by inadvertence. 
The lOth section provided that either the Treasurer 
or a police magistrate n1ight authorise a seitrch, 
but this clause as it stood would not give power to 
the person so authorised to seize a net. He pro
posed to insert the words " or a police magis
trate," after "by the Treasurer." 

Mr. STEVENS saicl it might be as well to 
give justices of peace the power. In m:>ny places 
along the coast and in the Bay a man would have 
to travel a long distance before he could find a 
police magistrate. Justices of the peace were 
allowed to sign summonses and perform other 
important functions, and they were not more 
likely to do an injustice in this case than in any 
other. ·whilst an informer was travelling a long 
distance to find a police magistrate, the offender 
might escape altogether and take his nets with 
him. 

The PRE:UII:B~R said he did not like to place 
such large powers in the hands of justices of the 
peace. Some experienced person should be 
required to act in such an important matter as 
seizing a man's nets. 

Mr. JYIELLOR asked whether the Act would 
:>pply to all persons, whether licensed or not, 
who made use of nets for fishing? 

The PREMIER : Yes. 
JYir. MELLOR said there were many persons 

living along the coast who fished for pleasure, 
and not for profit, and if they were compelled to 
buy fresh net, for all the different kinds of fi,;h 
it would be a very g-reat hardship. 

Mr. STEVEKS said it might be a hardship to 
them, but at the smne time they muc;t comply 
with the requirements of the Act. They were 
not compelled to take ont a license, and it would 
be absurd to allow them to destroy fish, and to 
prevent professional and licensed fishermen from 
rloing RO. He hn,d known private l)CrsonN net 
large quantities of fish, and give then1 away to 
anyone who chose tcJ ask for them. On one 
occasion he saw at least a ton of fish nettr,d by a 
private person. If those fish were under the 
size required by the Act great harm would be done. 

Amendn;ent put and agreed to. 
Mr. SHElUDAN moved that after the word 

"fishing" in the last line but one of the clause, 
the words "shall be destroyed" be inserted. It 
would be unfair if nets that had been forfeited 
should again, by any chance, get into use, and 
the only way to secure that was to have them 
immediately de-.troyed. 

The PREMIER pointed out that the effect of 
inserting the amendment in that place would be 
that "the Treasurer shall be destroyed." It 
would be better to insert the words at the end of 
the clause. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he had no wish to 
destroy the Treasurer, because if the Treasurer 
was destroyed what would become of the 
Cabinet? He mov0d that the words be inserted 
at the end of the clause. 

:VIr. CHUDB saicl a net might be seized as 
being too small for .1 certain kind of fish, while it 
might be the right size for another kind. Some 
of those nets cost a great deal of money, and it 
would be a pity to have them destroyed because 
they had been improperly used in one case. 

Mr. SHJ~RIDAN said there was quite a con
fusion as to the number of nets required. All 
was fi"h that came to a fisherman's net, and 
many kinds of fish could be caught in the same 
net. \Vhiting, garfish, and prawns might be 
caught with the largest sized mullet-net. One 
description of net, with a penalty attached to the 
size of the various kinds of fish, would be quite 
sufficient. He was still of opinion that nets 
forfeited for having been illegally used should 
he destroyed. 

Mr. NORTON said the objection could be 
met by slightly altering the clause, so as to make 
the latter part of it read-"Any such seizure 
shall be reported forthwith to the Treasurer, 
who, if he be satisfied that the net seized has been 
or is intended to be used for fishing contrary to 
the provisions of this Act, may," etc. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said the suggestion of the 
hon. member for Port Curt is was so good that he 
would withdraw his amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
A verbal amendment, substituting "is" for 

"be" in the phrase "if he be satisfied," was 
agreed to on the motion of the Premier. 

JYir. NORTON moved, as an amendment, 
that the words, "is contrary to the provisions of 
this Act, and" be omitted, with the view of 
inserting after the word "fcshing" the words, 
" contrary to the provisions of this Act." 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

On clause 12, as follows:-
"It shall not be lawfnl to enwloy a. boat in taking 

fish for sale with a net or nets in l{ue,~n~land \vaters 
u11less the owner thereof has obtained from the 
Colonial 'rreasurer a license to employ the !:lame for 
that purpose. 

n rrhc fee payable for such license shall be £1, which 
shall be paid in to the Treasury in advance. 

•· E,~ery such licc11sc shall specify the name of the 
O\Yner ancl of the hout licen:;ed, and a descrilltlon of the 
nets to be used therewith, and sh::Lll expire on the 
thirty~first clay of December follmving the date of 
is:suc. 

,, .:\..ny person whose boat or net is so mnployed with
out a license, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty pounds." 

1\Ir. NORTON said, in connection with those 
licenses, he should like to know if licenses would 
apply to the whole colony or only to the localities 
where they were granted. He did not know 
how the present Act "or ked, but he gathered 
from a letter he had received from a fisherman 
that licenses only applied to the localities where 
tht'Y were granted. The letter ran thus:-

"I sec thnt the House is about to amend the l>'isheries 
Act. l therefore beg to draw your attention to the 
following hardship which the ]Jl'esent Act entails. 

"YD1y t->hould not one liccuse apply to the whole 
coast of the colony, and be produc.._,(i on demand at the 
various ports, like an ordinary tratler'8 clearance? A 
fisherman follmving the mtgration of the fi:sh along the 
coast is compelled to take out a seyarate license for 
every f1istrict ch:UlC'B may bring him to, which greatly 
retards the development of the Queensland fisheries." 

If a man paid a license for the Bay it ought to 
hold good all over the colony. He thought the 
request a very reasonable one. 
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The PRE::\fiER said he did not see anything 
in the pre8ent regulations requiring a man to 
take out a separate license for each port. The 
license would apply, according to the Act, to 
any boat fishing in Queensland waters. 

Mr. NOR TON said that was according to the 
Act, but by the last clause of the Bill, regula
tions could be framed which might make a dif
ference. 

The PREMIER said the regulations could not 
alter what was laid down in the Act. He had 
never heard of a case of that sort before. 

Mr. NORTON said of course the regulatwns 
could not override the Act, but they might 
unintentionally not agree with the Act. It 
seemed mther remarkable that a man who had 
been engager! in the fisheries for years should 
labour under the impression that he had to pay 
for a fresh license in each port. He knew that 
n1an hctd been engaged for a long time in fishing. 

Mr. DICKSON said no such regulation had 
been fmmed by the Port Office, for the excellent 
rea,Bon that the license fee chargeable under the 
Act wa::; an annual one. 

Mr. GRilVIES said he would point out that 
the fishermen who were really making a living 
by thei, fishing would prefer to pay a license 
fee of £3 or £4 instead of £1 as proposed in that 
clause. He was told there were fishermen 
who just took up that occupation for a couple of 
months or so in the season when fish were most 
plentiful, and it wfls worth their while to pay £1 
for the two months. Immediately after the 
season was over they threw up the busines", and 
so interfered considerably with those who made 
their liYing from it year ~tfter year. He would 
suggest, therefore, that the license fee be raised 
to a higher sum than £1. 

The PREMIER said it was not a usual thing 
for men to propose that their license fee should be 
increased. He did not care to do that, as he did 
not know whether it would operate harshly or not. 

Mr. S'l'EVENS said they all knew that at 
certain seasons very valuflhle fish were much 
more plentiful than at others, and men engaged 
in other occupations, such Its keeping boats for 
pleasure parties, often used their nets for a few 
montha when the fish were so abundant. In 
addition to paying the license fee of £1 fishermen 
had to pay their men, and every time they 
changed a man they had to pay 2s. 6d., and very 
often they had eight or ten men. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he had an amendment 
to propose. He proposed that after the word 
"issue" there be inserted the words, "and 
the name of boat and the owner's name shall be 
legibly painted on the bow of such boat." "U 
present oyster boats had to have the num· 
her and dit;tinguishing name painted on them, 
ar.d he saw no reason why, for the protec· 
tion of fi,;hermen themselves as well as others, 
they shonld m;t require licensed boats to have 
the name of the owner painted in some con
spicuous place, so that the inspector or the 
police or other persons would have no difficulty 
in identifying the boat. 

Mr. STEVEKS said he thought the amend
ment would only put the owners of boats to a 
great deal of unnecessary expense. They ought 
not to make the Bill more severe than was abso
lutely nece,sary for the preservation of fish. 
:B'ew fishermen were able to paint their own 
names, and w•mld have to employ a professional 
painter, which would co"t some shillings. If a 
man had a long name it would cost at least Ss. or 
10s., and in the ca,;e of a fiflherman who had seven 
or eight boats, that would amount to a consider
able sum. He once knew a man whose name was 
Alister Macalister Mactavish Macgregor. It 
would take a 20-foot boat to carry that name. 

Mr. DICKSON said under the Oyster Act 
there was an abbreviation in the shape of the 
letters "0. B.," which w,1s required to be 
painted on the sail, together with the number. 
It would take some time to introduce a clause 
into the Bill, which would have relevancy to the 
subject of huats, names, numbers, and so on, and 
he would point out that as cbuse 22 gave the 
Governor in Council power to frame by· laws the 
proposed amendment might very well be left to 
form part of the regulations. 

The PRE;\IIIER s<tid if they adopted a 
number it would involve the issuing of a separate 
license at eC~ch port, and that was not intended. 
Under the Oyster Act each boRt had a number, 
and there might be any nmnber of boats with the 
san1e distinguishing nun1ber in the different 
ports. 

Mr. :!\IRLLOR said they seemed to be legis
lating entirely for the fishermen. Sometimes 
people hired a boat and took a net and went down 
to the islanrls for the purpose of fishing there. 
He did not think those people should be required 
to have their names painted on the boat. 

Mr. STEYENS : This clause only applies 
to persons offering· fish for sale. 

Mr. MELLOR said he understood it applied 
to everybody who fished with a n«t. 

Mr. STEVENS: No. 
Mr. G RIMES said under clause 9 any person 

who could get near enough to shout to an indi 
vidual might demand the name of any person 
using a boat or fiflhing, and probably he could 
make himself heard as far as he could read the 
name painted on the boat. Therefore he (Mr. 
Grimes) did not see the necessity of painting the 
name of the owner on the boat. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said there was no certainty 
that the per,,on demanding the name would get 
the correct one, and having the name painted on 
the boats would be a protection to honest fisher
men, because they would be easily identified. 
He thought they would not object to it. Besides, 
the Merchant Shipping Act required the names 
of all owners to be painted on boats, so that his 
amendment would be only conforming to a law 
which now existed. 

Mr. NORTON : Better brand the fiflhermen 
too. 

The PRE~HER said he thought it was hardly 
worth while to insert the provision. Some boats 
were only employed for a short time ; and if it 
were insertecl and a man's boat got out of order 
he could not use another without getting his name 
painted on it. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he perceived that it 
would be quite useless to press his amendment 
in the face of the opinion of the Committee, and 
therefore, with the permission of the Committee, 
he would withdr,;w it. 

Amnndment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. STEV:ENS said one other subject he 

would like to mention was whether it would not 
be fair to a fisherman, in the event of his taking 
out a license after the 30th June, to allow him to 
pay half the fee instead of the whole amount. A 
rr1ttn n1ight be con1mencing- fishing, and it would 
be rather hard on him to have to pay for twelve 
1nonths, and have only six nwnths' fishing. 

The PREMU~R : There is a very good harvest 
at the end of the y;;ar. 

Mr. STEVE:L\S : The be;;t harvest is in winter. 
Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, passed as 
printed. 
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On clause 18, as follows :-
" The Governor in Conncil may, by proclamation, 

prohibit or restrict the taking of all or any kind of fish 
or pra~·ns in any Qneemdand \vaters for such period as 
he may think necessary for the preservation and pro
tection of the fish or pra;wn~:~,; aud any person who 
takes fish contrary to such prohibition or restriction 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds.'' 

The PREMIER said his attention had been 
drawn to the fact that it might l>enecessary to make 
some provision to prohibit fishing by certain means 
only. It might be desirable to preserve certain 
waters for rod and line fishing, and he would 
move an amendment to effect that object. Re 
would first move the insertion of the words 
"crabs, crayfish" after "fish" in the 2nd line 
of the clause 

Amendment agreed to. 
The PH.El\IIER moved that the words "for 

such period as he may think necessary for the 
preservation and the protection of the fish or 
prawns" be omitted, with a view of inserting 
"specified in the proclamation, either absolutely 
or except by such means as are prescribed by tl1e 
proclamation." 

Mr. DICKSON said he was glad the 
Premier was giving his attention to the matter, 
because it was pointed out that the Bill might 
restrict the very enjoyable recreation of fishing by 
line or rod. \Vhile he thought the amendment a 
good one, it would be far better that it should be 
clearly under,tood that line fishing would not 
be interfered with. He could not imagine that 
for many years to come there was any probability 
of Queensland waters requiring such particularly 
close seasons as to prevent fishing by line, and 
he therefore somewhat objected to the matter 
being left to the discretion of the Executive. 

Mr. STEVEKS said it might be necessary to 
prohibit the taking of wme special kinds of fish. 
There were waters that had been stocked by the 
hon. member for lVIaryborough and others and it 
might be absolutely J1ecessary to prevent them 
being fished over either by rod or line for a 
certain period. That was all that was pro
vided for. He did not think there would 
be any movement made to request the Governor 
in Council to prohibit ordinary rod or line 
fishing. In Victoria several rivers were closed 
entirely to net, but he did not know any river 
that had been closed against rod and line fishing, 
although the same powers were given to the 
Governor in Council there as were proposed to 
be given here. 

Mr. SRERIDAN said the fish to which 
allusion had been made were those which gave 
the greatest pleasure to anglers, and it was neces
sary to protect them, in order that the rod and 
line fishing might become an amusement to the 
people. He hoped the amendment would be 
accepted. 

Mr. McMASTER said the fish spoken of by 
the hon. member f·1r Maryborough were confined 
to fresh water. He did not think it at all likely 
that fish would be imported to put in the Bris
bane River. Re therefore did not see why 
fishing in the river should be prohibited. There 
were many people who took a boat and went out 
fishing for the sake of getting the fresh air as 
much as for anything else, and he saw no reason 
why they should be prohibited from fiehing. 

Mr. STEYENS said the hon. member for 
Fortitude V rtlley misunderstood him. Re said 
they should give the Governor in Council power 
to prohibit the taking of certain fish. The hon. 
mem her said there was no possibility of their 
putting imported fish into the Brisbane River; 
but that was not so, they might put salmon or 
salmon trout into that river. They knew that 

salmon put into a river having an outlet to the 
sea, though they might leave it, returned during 
the breeding season. It was not intended to 
prohibit persons fishing in the river for perch or 
bream, but if they caught a salmon or salmon 
trout, supposing them to be introduced, they would 
be expected to put it back into the water. 

Mr. McMASTER said it was not likely if a 
fisherman Paught a nice salmon or trout that he 
would take it off the line and throw it into the 
water again. It was not likely that they would 
have salmon or trout in the Brisbane River for 
many years to come, and by the time they had 
them they would have pas.-ed two or three more 
:Fishing Acts. 

The PREMIER said there was a close season 
for many kinds of fish, and it was right they 
should be able to prohibit the taking of those fish 
with either net or line during the spawning 
season. They were not wholesome to eat at 
that time, and ought not to be taken. 

Mr. DICKSON paid the object of the Bill was 
to restrict the taking of fish for sale, and it was 
unnecessary at the present time to interfere 
with what he considered a harmless recreation. 
There was a tendency to over-legislate in many 
things here. The object of the Bill was clearly 
to prevent the wholesale destruction of fish by 
people engaged in that industry, and it was 
much better to have it plainly stated that the 
taking of fish "for sale" in nets, but not by line 
or rod, under the circumstances mentioned, would 
be prohibited. 

Mr. MURPHY said he agreed with the hon. 
member for Eno!Xgera that they should not throw 
any restrictions in the way of people fishing with 
rod and line at the present early stage. They had 
plenty of water and fish and very few fishermen, 
and very small harm would be done by the 
few fishermen they had being allowed to fish 
with rod and line. \Vhen they had imported fish 
in their rivers it would be time enough to extend 
the regulations to embrace those fish, but to do it 
now would be to prevent many people who were 
ardent fishermen from the enjoyment of a 
favourite pastime, and it would be great hard
ship to them. 

Mr. SR:B;RIDAN said the colonies of Tas
mania, Victoria, and K ew South vV ales had 
strict fishery laws to protect the fish there, and 
especially imported fish at certain seasons. An 
attempt was being marle here to introduce fish, 
and he hoped it would prove successful. Very 
valuable fish had been imported into the colony, 
and at considerable trouble and expense, and 
turned loose t.o stock the rivers and waters of 
Queensland. It must be remembered that when 
those fish were turned loose they became every 
man's property in the course of time. The fish 
imported had been turned out in the reservoirs 
at Gold Creek and Enoggera. He loved angling 
himself, and would like others to enjoy what he 
enjoyed himself; and if, in the meantime, power 
was given to prohibit the taking of fish with rod 
and line at certain times or in certain places, 
there would be the gre:tter opportunity when the 
imported fish increas~d, for the recreation r9-
ferred to by the hon. members for Barcoo and 
Enoggera. 

Mr. GRil\IES said the contention appeared to 
be that they were giving too much power to the 
Governor in Council in framing regulations. 
\Vhy not limit the power to protect only 
Dcclimati,ed or imported fish? 

The PREMIER said there were many fish 
imported worth preservinv,, and there were some 
very rare fish in the colony. He could not see 
what objection there could be to the amendment. 
Was it likely that the Government were going to 
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be mad enough to prohibit anybody from rod and 
line fishing in the Brisbane Hiver? It must be 
assumed that such a power would be exercised 
with son1e degree of sense. 

Mr. Mo:\IASTER R::tid if that was so, why 
include it in the Act? The Premier might not 
be always iu power, and some persons might 
bring pressure to bear on the Government to 
enforce the prohibition. The bon. member for 
l\faryborough had said the imported fish were, at 
present, in the Enoggera reserYoir. He thought 
they might pos;;ibly he dead, as the Enoggera 
water in his bath smelt very fishy tht1t morning·. 
\Vhen they had imported fish in the Brisbane 
River it would be time enough to introduce such 
an amendn1ent. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Clauses from 19 to 21, inclusive, passed as 
printed. 

On clause 22, as follows :-
"The Governor in Council may h·om time to time 

make regulations, not being contrary to the provisions 
of this Act, for the due and effectual execution of this 
A(',t, and nut~r by the regulations pt•escribe a lJCnalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds for the bre~wh of any such 
regulation. 

"All such regulations shall be tmblished in the 
Gazette, and when so published shall have the force of 
law." 

Mr. STEVENS said there w;;g one other sub
ject to be taken into consideration. The fisher
men at present had nets in conformity with the 
Act. Those nets cost a considerable amount of 
money and were valuable to them ; and it would 
be hardly fair to pass an Act compelling them to 
do away with those nets without giving- some 
sort of compensation. Hon. members had been 
fighting· the battle of the fishermen, and now 
they had an opportunity of showing their sin
cerity. 

Mr. NORTON said he was inclined to take 
the same view as the hon. member for Logan. 
At Port Curtis there were two or three fisher
men who would be almost ruined if they had to 
lose their nets without compensation. 

The PREMIER said that could only be done 
by a recommendation for the appropriation of 
sufficient money for the purpose;- and no such 
recommendation would be made at the present 
time unless he entirely chang-ed his opinion. 

Mr. DICKSON said that if they entertained 
the proposition of the hon. member for Logan, 
claims would come in from all the vendors of 
nets who had stocks of nets on hand. He 
believed, however, that there would be no actual 
lofl' to tbe fishermen, because he had it on good 
authority that with slight alterations the nets at 
present in use could be used after the Bill became 
law. 

Mr. GRIMES said that if there was any like
lihood of claims for compensation being made, it 
would be better to defer the time for putting the 
Act in force for six or twelve months, so as to 
give the fishermen time to use up the nets at 
present in their possession. 

Mr. STEVENS said he hoped some hon. 
members would take the case of the unfortunate 
fishermen into their consideration. \Vould any 
hon. member like to have the whole of his stock
in-trade, by which he got his living, taken away 
by a measure which professed to deal fairly 
by him? 

The PREMIER: 'l'hey are in favour of the 
alteration. 

Mr. STEVENS said they were in favour of it 
so long as they thought it would provide for a 
small mesh, but when they found that the mesh 
was to be larger, and they were to get no com
pensation for having to do away with the nets at 

present in their possession, they would be very 
strongly opposed to the Bill. The hon. member 
for Enoggera had opposed his suggestion. He 
could not forget that he had been Trea
surer, and could not keep his eyes off the 
Trect"ury chest, but he ought now to look 
at matters from the standpoint of a private 
member, and then he would see that some
thing ought to he done for the fishermen. 
The Premier had said that no recommendation 
had been made by His Excellency, but it was not 
too late, and he hoped the recommendation 
would be brought down. He onlv asked that 
the fishermen should be paid fair "compen3ation 
according to the worth of their nets. 

The PHEMIER : Let the Government buy 
new ones! 

Mr. S'l'EVE:NS said he would not object to 
that; even that would be better than nothing; 
but by the Bill it was proposed to give nothing. 

The PHEMIER: \Vhen you seize bad grog 
do you pay for it? 

Mr. STEVENS said that they would not be 
allowed to pass an Act declaring all the good 
grog in the colony to be bad, because that would 
interfere with the interests of a large body of 
men ; but those unfortunate fishermen, being 
few, were not deemed worthy of consideration. 

Mr. BULCOCK said that on the principle 
laid down by the hon. member for the Logan the 
Government ought to give compensation to the 
owners of omnibuses, because they passed an 
Act allowing the construction of tramways in the 
city of Brisbane. 

The PHEMIEH : And to the bullock-drivers, 
for making railways in the interior. 

Mr. Mo~IASTER said that if they adopted 
the suggestion of the hon. member for Logan 
there would be some nice pickings for some 
of the smartest fishermen, who would buy up 
all the old nets they could purchase from 
people who did not ]mow the law, and 
then go to the Government for compensation. 
There would be just as much reason in the Gov
ernment paying Cobb and Co. compensation for 
running railways along their coach routeR as 
there wa' in the proposition of the hon. member. 
It wa• a very good suggestion for the hon. mem
ber for Logan to make, because a large number 
of his constituents were fishermen. 

Mr. STEVENS said that when hon. members 
could not see that there was more difference 
between a coach and a railway, and a tmmcar 
and a 'bus--

Mr. MoMASTER : Tbe principle is the same. 
Mr. STEVENS said if hon. members could not 

see the difference it was no use trving to show 
them the loss those men would "sustain. He 
would not press his motion any further. 

Clause put and passed. 
On the schedule, as ollowa :-
'' Bremn ... 

Black bream 
Perch ... 
Flounder or sole 
Rock cod ... 
1Vhiting 
Flathead ... 
~iullet, sea ... 
l\Iullet, mangrove 
~Inllet, flat-tailed 
:Jinllet, fresh-water 
Gm·fish 
Jew fish 
Pumba ... 
Barramundi 
R.ockhampton perch 

4 ounces 
8 
4 
3 
6 
3 
6 
8 
6 
3 
6 
o:t 
8 
6 

... 16 

... 16 

The PREMIER said he had some amend
ments to propose. He proposed to alter "bream" 
to "red bream," and to make the weight for 
whiting 4 oz., and for garfish 2 oz. 
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Mr. STEVENS said there were three sorts of 
bream, known as red bream, bream, and black 
bream. The proposals he would have to make 
were: Rock cod, lG oz. instead of G oz.; w biting, 
4 oz.; se.a rr:ullet, 2 lbR.; and garfif;h, 1 oz. There 
were humlreds of garfbh sold in Brisbane that did 
not weigh an ounce. 

The PRE:VIIER : They are too small. 
Mr. STEVENS said perhaps they were too 

small, but 2 oz. was too large. Then, for jew
fish, he proposed to make the weight 2 lbs.; 
pumba, 8 oz. That was all he had to s11ggest. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said there was a very 
valuable fish th:ct was plentiful in the :1\fary 
River, though he had not seen it anywhere else. 
In that district it was called the kingfish, and 
he thought it ought to be arlded to the schedule. 
It was an admirable fish, anrl went up to lOO lbs. 
weight. He would propooe that the weight in 
the schedule should be 2 lbs. He had sent a 
specimen to the man who knew most in the 
colonies on the subject, Mr. vVillbm Maclecty, 
who gave it the name of "Polynemus." 

Mr. STEVEI\S propo..,ed that "16" shonld be 
substituted for "G" after "rock cod." 

Mr. MELLOR said that was too much. There 
was plenty of rock cod under a pound; they 
seldom went over a pound in fresh water. 

Mr. STEVENS said that was a different fish; 
there was no rock cod in fresh water. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The PREMIER moved the substitution of 

"4" for "3" after " whiting,:, 

Mr. MELLOR said 3 oz. was a very nice 
whiting. If they increased the weight to ! lb., 
the people in towns would not have fish so 
plentiful as they had been in the habit of getting 
it. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that "8 " be inserted 
instead of " 6" after "flathead." 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. STEVENS moved the insertion of "16" 

instead of " 8" after "mullet, sea." 
Amendment agreed to. 
The PREMIER moved the omission of "Jt oz." 

after " garfish," with the view of inserting 
"1~ oz." 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Mr. STEYENS moved the omission of "8 oz." 

after "jewfish," with the view of inserting 
"2lbs." 

Mr. McMASTER said that, although the 
jewfish ran to a large size, he was of opinion that 
16 oz. was a quite large enough 1ninhuum; and 
it would save a lot of discussion if the hon. mem
ber would accept the reduction to that figure. 

Mr. STEVENS said that if such was the wish 
of the Committee he would withdraw the amend
ment, hut it seemed ridiculous to fix the weight 
at 1lb. of a fish which grew to 60 lb~. or 70 lbs. 

Amendment withdrawn accordingly. 
Mr. STEVENS moved that "16 oz." be in

serted instead of "8 oz." after " je\vfish. '' 
Amendment put and agreed to. 
The PREMIER moved that after "Pumba" 

the words "or Taylor fish" be inserted, and the 
on1ission of '' 6 oZ." with the view of inserting 
"8 oz." 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Mr. SHERIDAN moved that the following 

words be added to the schedule, "Polynemus, 
16 oz." 

Amendment put and agreed to; and schedule, 
as amended, passed. 

Preamble put and passed. 
The PREMIER moved that the Chairman 

leave the chair, and report the Bill to the House 
with amendments. He said it would be neces
sary to recommit clause 18 for the purpose of 
inserting a few words which had been accident
ally omitted. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIRliiAN re

ported the Bill with amendments. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the 

Speaker left the chair, and the Bill was re
~ommitted for the purpose of further considering 
clause 1:3. 

The PRE:\IIER moved that after the word 
"fish," in the last line but one of the clause, the 
words "crabs, crayfish, or prawns'' be inserted. 

Question put and passed. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
The Home resumed, and the CHAIRli!AN re

ported the Bill with a further amendment. The 
report was adoptee!, and the third reading of the 
Bill made ~on Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOUllNMENT. 
The PRE::YIH~R said : I move that this House 

do now adjourn. I propose to take to-morrow the 
Immigration Act Amendment Bill in committee, 
and then Supply. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes to 11 

o'clock. 




