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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Ttwsday, 20 Septembe1·, 1887. 

Petitions-Date of Divisional Boarrl Elcctions.-:Uotion 
for Adjonrnment-~Dh;courtcsy to a .. Member by a 
Judg,;.-Coonea,na Coal ancl Iron Company Enabling 
Bill-first reading.-Fm·mal Jlotions.-1\Iotion for 
.Adjournment - Incomplete Returns. -·Questions 
without Xoticc.-Elcctoral Districts Bill-second 
reading.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
DATE 0]' DIVISIONAL EOAI\D ELECTIONS. 

1\Ir. P ALi\fER presented a petition from the 
Cloncuny Divisional Board, praying the House 
to make arrangements for the holding of the 
divisional elections in some of the districts of 
that part of the colony at some specific time 
between the months of June and October, as, in 
consequence of the annual elections being held 
in January or :February, when the country in 
ordinary seasons was more or less flooded, large 
numbers of electors were disfranchised. He 
moved that the petition be read. 

Que~tion put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of ::\fr. P ALMER, the petition 
was received. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL presented a petition 
from the Daintree Divisional Board, praying that, 
in consecruence of the flooded state of the country 
in January and February, arrangements should 
be made for the divisional elections in some 
districts to be held at some specific time 
between the months of June and October; and 
moved that the petition be received. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr. KATES pre"<ented a petition from the 

Clifton Divisional13oarcl, praying the House to 
armnge that the annual elections in that division 
should he held on the 1st of July, as the present 
date was most inconvenient for the electors of 
that district, nearly all of them being then .nore 
or les~ engaged i.n their respective pnr~nits, in 
consequence of which large numbers were dis­
franchised. He moved that the petition bE· read. 

(~uestion put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. KATES, the petition 
was received. 

MOTIO~ FOR AD.JOURNMENT. 
DISCOl"l\TESY TO A JYIEli!BEl\ BY A JUDGE. 

Mr. ANNEAR said: 1\Ir. Speaker,-I shall 
put myself in order in what I am about to say 
by modng the adjournment of the H•mse. I 
wns very n1uch surprised, on reading the papers 
last evening and this morning, to see the opinion 
expressed by " gentleman who occupies a very 
high position on the Supreme Court bench of 
this colony. I always thought tlmt we lived in a 
free country, and that as long as any man \vas 
humule in his position and wrote a courteous, 
respectful letter even to the highest in the land 
that letter would always be received respectfully. 
A young man who was standing his trial in the 
Supreme Court called at this House last Thum­
day evening, sent in for me, and asked me if I 
would write a lettertothe courtstatingw hat I knew 
of his character. I had known him for a period 
of six years, during three of which he was em­
ployed in the \Vide Bay district, and worked for 
a gentleman on whose estate I had carried out 
contracts, and I had therefore an opportunity of 
seeing him frequently. I told the young· man 
that I would do so. On Friday his brother 
again waited on me and asked me if I would go 
to the court. I replied that I would; but having 
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an appointment at Southport, and finding that 
the steamer would not be back till late yesterdtty 
afternoon, I subsequently informed him of these 
facts, and he then asked me if I would write a 
letter. I said I would, and accordingly wrote a 
letter, a copy of which I have in my hand. Dut 
on looking at the newspaper reports of the 
matter it would seem th:1t the judge considers it 
almost a disgrace for a man to be electecl to a 
seat in this Assembly. \V ell, sir, I am of a very 
different opinion. I think it is a very honourable 
position for a man to be elected to by his fellow­
townsmen. The newspaper report says that-

" His Honour, on looking at the firYJt letter. saicl: 
This is a letter written to me from Parliament House, 
and I will not read it. It is not right for a member of 
the Legislature to interfere with a iuUg-e, and I \vill not 
receive a docnment written in that style. I decline to 
read it. rrhis one (referring to the .second testimonial 
mentioned) is a little better; it is written from:.~ pulJlic­
honse." 
I will read the letter I wrote, and I think every 
m em her of this House will see that I had in 
no way attempted to interfere with his Honour. 
As regards the sty le of the ktter, in my opinion 
it is most respectful, and such as should be 
ohserved in writing to a gentlem:1n occupying 
so high a position. His Honour seems to 
have a very low estimate of this House. I 
believe, however, that at one time he tried to 
get returned by the constituency of Brio;bane to 
a seat in this Chamber, but he only held one 
meeting. 'l'he greeting or reception he got then 
was of such a chnmcter that he never had any 
more meetings, and he abandoned the contest, I 
think, next morning. 

The PREMIER (Hon. SirS. W. Grif!ith): Did 
he not go to the poll? 

Mr. ANNEAR: No; he abandoned the con­
test next morning. I do not wish to say one 
disrespectful word of the judge, but I know that 
the honour that gentleman sought was not 
afforded him by the electors of Brisbttne, and 
his first meeting was sufficient to cause him to 
abandon the holding of any more meetings. 
This is a copy of the letter I wrote to His 
Honour:-
"His Honour l\:Ir. Justice Hardiug. 

"Sir, 
"Having been asked to state \V hat I knmv of Henry 

Jackson, now found guilty of perjury, I have the 
honour to infonn you that I have known the prisoner for 
a period in all about six years, tllree years of which time 
I had an opportunity of seeing him frClJnently 'vhen in 
the employ of the late l\lr. "\Y. P. Wood, in the \ride 
Bay district ; and I have alway'"' found him to be u 
most respectable, honest, and industrious yonng man. 
I regret very much th<tt unavoidable absence from tmvn 
will preYent my nppearing before your Honour to give 
my testimony on oath. 

"I have the honour to be, 
"Sir, 

"Ymu most obedient scn-ant, 
"J. '1\ AN:"l"EAR." 

I think that is :1 respectful letter, aml I am c;nre 
if that letter was written to His :ExcellencY Sir 
Anthony ]1/[usgrave, the Governor of the cofmn-, 
he would not have used the remarks c(nwernin::;­
it that were used by the gentleman to whom it 
was addressed. I look upon the position I 
occupy as a member of this House as a very 
honourable one, and I hope my conclnct will be 
in accord with that view of my l"''it:on while I 
occupy it. In writing that lettm· I W<ts doing 
what a great many men would do, and I con­
sider a good action clone with a good intention 
never reflects unfavourably on anyone. I need 
not say any more, but I think it my duty to 
mention this case, ikS I have met scores of people 
in Brisbane who have expr0ssed their wonder to 
see me at large. They have said to me, "\Vhat 
sort of a letter is th:1t you have written to his 
Honour? His Honour is very erratic at times, 

and we wonder he has not sent for you and had 
you placed under arrest." That would not 
trouble me, howc,ver, for I know that those who 
do not offen<l the law never need fear a jndge. 
I beg to move the adjcmrnment of the House. 

The PRE:\1IER said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I do not 
know that I can throw any light upon this matter. 
I think it is a strange thing, however, that objec­
tion should be taken to " letter because it is 
addressed from the Legislative Assembly or 
Legislative Council. Possibly the hem. member 
was sornewhat departing frmn the usual practice 
in addressing his con1nn1nications to the judge 
during the hearing of the case. His testimony 
could be given, but it is not usual to addnss 
a judge personally by letter, and that I 
believe is a good rule. But all that is an 
entirely different question from that of objecting 
to a letter because it was dated from the House. 
The judge;, are ttllowecl very great latitude of 
expression, and very wisely so, I belie Ye; but, for 
my part, I regret that the learned judge should 
have taken it upon hin1self to usP. such language 
from the bench as he is reported to have used in 
this case. 

:Mr. MORE HEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
really think the hon. member for Maryborough 
must he ,.e1·y thin-skinned. I think the judge 
may naturally ha.-e conclmled, seeing that the 
letter was headed from the Hou'e of Parliament, 
that possibly the hon. member was trying to 
addrc··s. him as "member of Parliament. I think 
-ancl the Premier, I hccve no doubt, will agree 
with me-that a member of P:1rliament may be no 
better or no worse th:1n anybody else. The judge 
may have been a little indiscreet, though I do not 
think so. He may have thought: There may be 
some rcc·.,on why this gentleman addresses his 
letter from the House of Parliament-to incli­
cate to me that he is a member of Parliament, 
and I will therefore put that letter on one s1de. 
The learned judge may ha Ye considered tlutt this 
gcn tlmnn.n \\as u8ing a privilege as a n1ember of 
l'arlimnent which he did not posse,;s. I think 
he showed cleccrly tlmt that was hi; view of the 
case when he did not t:1ke the same objection to 
a letter addressed to him from a public-house. 
I do not think any grhct harm has been done 
the hon. member for l\Iaryborough, nor do I 
think the matter of sufficient importance for dis­
cuosion by this H<Juse. It is just a storm in :1 
teapot. I will]>oint out thcot it w:1s quite within 
the hon. uwmher's province to a,ppear~ and he 
ought to have appeared Lcfore the court, and 
h::t\ e gh·en eYidence before the jndge pen;onally. 
If be had done that the whole trouble would 
have been avoided. 

1\ir. KELLETT said: 1\Ir. Speaker,-I dis­
agree with the renmrks of the hon. leader of the 
Op]l<"ition. I do not think that becnn.se :1n hlm. 
member elated a letter from thi>; House it should 
<le bar the letter fron1 being received by the juOge. 
Tlw lec,dcr of thB Oppdsition saicl thcct a member 
of P<erlimncnt ie; no better and no worse than 
any other per.son. He is no wor:-;e at any 
rate, and I think receiving a letter fron1 Par­
li:1,111ent I-Iouse is ,,.muething better than receiv­
ing a letter frmn a pnbl1c-house. The judge';:> 
remrcrks shnv•ed me, when I rr·.td them, that the 
man was evidently off his head. No sane man 
would nse snch renutrks. "\Vhether he is sane at 
present or not, I do not know ; but when he used 
that lnnguage he w:1s certainl,;- not sttne. I do 
not believe any sane man would, in the posi­
tion of a judge, use such language, and that 
was my opinion when I rtad the report of the 
case. 

J\lr. ANXEAH: \Yith the permission of the 
House I will withdraw my motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
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COO NE AN A RAILWAY BILL. 
Mr. DON ALDSON moved-
'rhat lc.'tve be given to in trod nee a Rill to ~tnthorise 

the Cooucana Coal and Iron Company, Li.mi1cll, to con­
struct ::md mrl'lntain a braneh line of 1·aUway conneeting 
with the 8ontllern and \1rcsteru Rail-..Ya~'. 

Question put and passed. 

Fms·r READING. 

Mr. DONALDSON presented the Bill and 
moved that it be read a first time. 

Question ]JUt and passed. 

FOR:.viAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were passed :­
By Mr. P ALMER-
'l'hat there be laid upon the 1 able of the House, a 

Return showing tlle actual amount r;;:pencled from the 
ten-million loan of 18::S4 fo1· the >3outhern, Central, ancl 
Northern districts, to i:Wth .Tune, 1887, SIJO.Jifying the 
works and dates nn whieh sneh expenditure took place. 

By Mr. W. BROOKES-
1. That the Lady Bowcn Lying-in Hospital Land Sale 

Bill be referred for the considm·ation and report of a 
select committee. 

2. That such committee hn,vc power to send for 
}JCrsons anflllfqJCrs, and leave to sit during any adjourn­
ment of the House, and tha,t it consist of .Jlr. J.Ic.Jlastcr, 
:Mr. Chubb, 1\Ir . .l!1erguson, l\Ir. tshm·idan, and the mover. 

MOTION FOH ADJOURNMENT. 
INCOMPLETE RETURNS.-AW'ERATION I:-1 DEEDS 

Ol!' GRANT. 
The HoN. J. M. MAClWSSAN srtid : :Mr. 

Speaker,-Bef<>re passing to the Orders of the 
Day I wish to bring before the House a mtttter 
which, I think, is of some importttnce. Some 
tilne ago, on rny n10t1on, certain papers \VCre 
ordered by the House to be laid on the table. 
I will read the order, and then the Rous'' will be 
able to judg·e for itself whether the order has 
been complied with or not. It is a" follows:-

"That there be l:tld on the table o! the House, all 
J_)apers, 1mnutcs, and correspondence relating to 
applications for the follmving gold-ntining leases on the 
Chnrtcrs Towers Gold Field, with the \rarclen's reports 
thereon, viz :-Gold-mining lca .. ses X os. 905, Dt5, 959, 
960, 931, and 983." 

A return was duly laid on the table by, I believe, 
the Minister for ·works. I have not had time to 
go through the whole of the papers, but I have 
gone through rtuite sufficient to convince 1n8 that 
the whok of the ]Japers are not here. In 
one 1nenw., signed '; Ed'-,, n..rJ Deighton," ntenR 
tion iR nHtde of the opinion of the ..:tttonwy­
General having been a:-)kell. \\"here iR that 
opinion to be found? I '' ctnt the 1\Iinister for 
vVorks to explain to this House why he has nut 
published the opinion of the Attorney-General 
upon the lease-:. 'vhich 'vere ~o long in dispute rtt 
Chtuters Towers, a;; to the uonn tides of the 
different applicationc; for which I mc;vecl for the 
production of thPsC papers. The adion of the 
JYiines Department wets bccsed upon the opinion 
of the _L\..ttorney-Gener:tl, and that opinion iJ 
not here. I ask the 1Iinister for \Vorks what 
explanation he hn,s to make in reference to that. 
I do not know whether he is or L,; not aware 
that tlm~ paper is not here ; but if he is mvare, 
hiH conduct is l'2prehen"ible :J,nd contrary to the 
order of the House. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said: :Mr. Speaker,-At the time I 
assumed the control of the \Vorks Office, this 
matter had been for some time under considera­
tion by my predece,sor. vVhile he was dealing 
with it he referred it to the Attorney-General, 
as mentioned in the papers, for hit; opinion. The 
Attorney-General, I believe, sent in his opinion. 
That opinion I did not see, bnt I was told that it 
was in the office. On going through the pavers 

I felt that I did not require the Attorney-Gene­
ml's, or any other lawyer's, opinion. It was 
simply a matter on which I had to exercise my 
o'vn juclgtnent, ~1nd I did not think it necessary 
to refer to the Attorney-General o1· to anybody 
ebe. If the Attorney-General's opinion had been 
adverse to mine I should not have followed it, 
for the whole thing was as clear and distinct 
as pos,;ible; it was not by any mettns a difficult 
question to settle. I asked the Attorney-General 
if he wanted his ouinion sent back, telling him 
that I did not want it, as I was going to act upon 
my own judgment. He said it might be sent 
back. vVith that I sent it back to him, and 
acted on my judgment, the result of which is 
shown in the papers that have been laid on the 
table. 

Mr. J'viOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-vVe 
have just had a most interesting and most 
chamcteristic speech from the 'Minister for 
\Vorks; and after hearing it I fail to see the 
neces"ity there is for a Ministry ooMisting of 
more thn,n the l'remim· and the JVIinLster for 
\Vorks. I am told the Minister for Lands can· 
not move in his office without consulting the 
Minister for \Vorks, even in the most trivi:tl 
matters in connection with the Lands Depart­
ment; and we have now learned from the 
niinister for \Vorks that he cloes not care two 
straws :tbout the Attorney-General's opinion. 
In addition to being a heaven-born Minister for 
Lands and " heaven· born Minister for \Vorks 
he is also a much better lawyer than the 
Attorney-General. It is quite e-ddent, from 
what fell from the lwn. member, that his opinion 
and that of the Attorney-General did not agree ; 
and he being, I take it, a man with more force 
of character, has worsted the Attorney-General 
in the encounter, and nmde him take back the 
opinion which, he said, he did not want, but 
which was asked for uy his predecessor, a 
gentleman who-and every hon. member of the 
House will agree with me, I think-was quite 
as capable a man as the present occupant of 
that office. Of course, the present :Minister 
for vVorks is beyond taking advice from any 
body, on any subject. But that ic· not the main 
question, which is, that the Minister for Works 
has directly disobeyed an order of the House. 
'I'he House made a certain order, and that order 
has been clelibemtely and wilfully not carried 
out by the ::\Iinister for \Vorks. Further than 
that, 1Ir. Speaker, when those p<epers were la.id 
on the treble of the HmFe, I asked the Niinister 
for \Vorks \vhether the-· were the whole of the 
papers connected with the motion, and he said 
they were. 

The :\IIXIS'l'ER :FOR WORKS : So they 
are. 

1\Ir. 1IOREIIE_)"-D : The hon. gentleman snyR, 
"So they He," but that is a statement which 
evidently is not horn ont by the facts. The 
ordel' wns fo1· ''all)' papers, and he achuits that 
one-the opinion of the Attorney-General-has 
been suppressed or sent back. He does not say 
it b not in existence, bnt merely that he did not 
want it. Followiug the :<:-.1n1e lines, the hon. 
gentlcn1an n1ight exeis_e any nmnes, or on1it any 
papers '' hich the House might order tCJ be 
laid on the table, but which he did not think 
necessary to the case. It is time the House 
prevented any such interference with its rights 
by :1ny 1\Iinbter. In this case a deliberate and 
successful attempt has been made by the Minister 
for \Vorks to take from papers ordered by the 
House to be bid upon the table, a document 
which he did not think was necessary, and 
which he said was of no value. It is the first 
inst,mce on record, I think, where a Minister 
has deliberately disobeyed an order of the House, 
and not only deliberately disobeyed it, but, 
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when challenged as to that order having been 
fully complied with, has assured the House that it 
wtts. And the House would have been misled if 
it had not been for the close examin<ttion which 
has been given to the documents by the hon. 
member for Townsville, ::\Ir. i\!Iacrossan. I hope 
we shall have from the Premier some more satis­
factory expbn<ttion as to this most extraordinary 
conduct on the part of the Minister for ~Works. 

The MINISTJ<m l<'OR LANDS (Hon. H. 
Jordan) said: Mr. Speaker,-! think the hon. 
leader of the Opposition should have given the 
House to understand what is the foundation for 
the extraordinary statement he has made-that 
the Minister for Lands does not venture to do 
anything without consulting the Minister for 
·works. 

Mr. :\fOREHEAD: Your answers to deputa­
tions show it. 

The MINIST~ER FOB, LANDS: What depu­
tations? 

Mr. MOREHEAD : There was one in yester­
day's paper. 

The MINISTER FOB, LANDS : I think 
I understand. I read the paragraph in the paper 
this morning to which the hon. member refers; 
it did not set forth what I said. There was no 
reporter present in the office when I met that 
deputation, and the words put in my mouth are 
not given correctly--that I would consult my 
colleague. I said nothing of the kind ; and if the 
hon. leader of the Opposition has no better founda­
tion for his statements as to what took place at a 
deputation than a report by someone who was not 
present, I think it would be better if he did not 
state what took place. There is no foundation 
whatever for what the hon. g;entleman has said­
that I do not venture to do anything without 
consultingthe~1inister for \Vorks. I have not con­
sulted the Minister for \Vorks, I think, on a single 
question that has come before me-and a good 
many questions have come before me-~-nor am I 
likely to do so, unless there is some special 
reason for it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I read in the newspaper 
what the hon. gentleman read. If he saw that, 
why did he not contradict it? 

The PREMIER : That would be an endless 
task. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: This misreporting always 
takes place with the present Ministry ; they 
are a! ways misrepresented by the Press. 

The PRE~IIEH: No ; by thE~ opposite side of 
the House. 

The MINISTER FOH LANDS : There was 
no reporter present, and I did not say I would 
consult n1y colleague. 

Mr. LUlVILEY HILL sairl: ::VIr. Speaker,­
! should like to know if the Premier is going 
to make any observation on this. 

The PH,El\IIER: I know nothing at all about 
it, except what has just been said. 

::Yir. L U.:IILEY HILL : \Vith regard to this 
matter of disregarding the law, I should like 
to know something about the alteration which 
has been made in title-deeds lately. Attention 
has been called to it-I do not mean by leading 
articles in the paper, which I do not pay much 
attention to, or in reports of deputations, which 
I do not pay much attention to, because they 
may be misreporterl, but by letters in the 
paper from well-known gentlemen of this town, 
signed by their names, written in all coolness 
and in all deliberation, and compbining that 
the title-deeds which cere now got for registration, 
and now come from the Lands O{tice, have been 
t~ltered in rather an important way. The words 

"their heirs for ever" have been left out, so 
as to convey an impression that the deeds 
on!~· constitute a lifetime interest in any pro­
perty that has been acquired. I do not know 
if this is an innovation of the late :Minister 
for Lands ; I think it came in about his 
time. I do not know whether he in his 
wisdom thought he could devise a better 
tenure, a better security, a better deed than had 
been in existence almost since the world began, 
or since the earliest ages of civilisation. These 
words were thought to be necessary genera­
tions ago ; they have always been used, and 
now suddenly they are left out. If they were 
surplusage I must say I do not think there was 
any harm in them ; and an omission of that 
nature is likely to arouse suspicion, and damage 
the holders of the new title-deeds as against the 
holders of the old deeds. I do not think the 
outside public appreciate the Minister for \Vmks' 
idea of his legal knowledge as being such thrt 
he can afford to dispense with the advice of the 
Crown law officers or the Attorney-General. I 
look upon the law as an evil, but a very necessary 
evil, and I think that in t<tmpering with articles 
of that kind we are treading on very dangerous 
ground. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I do 
not propose to say anything about the matter 
raised by the hon. member for Townsville, be­
cause I do not know anything about it. I do not 
know anything about the case referred to, or 
about the opinion of the Attorney-General, who is 
not now here. I believe it was simply a question 
of priority, and the Minister for Mines thought 
the first applicant onght to have the prior right 
to consideration. I do not think that is a matter 
on which legal opinion was wanted. 

The HoN. J. M. 1\IACHOSSAN : \Vhy was 
it asked? 

The PREMIER: I do not know whether it is 
the same matter, but I remember my late col­
league, lYir. 1\iiles, spoke to me about a case in 
which he was bothered by a lot of cnrrespondence, 
and I said, "Give it to the first applicant." I 
understood he had done so. \Vith respect to the 
matter raised by the hon. member for Cook, lYir. 
Hill, there is some strange delusion apparently 
prevailing in the minds of some persons. The 
old form of conveytmce, when people took an 
estatf' in fee-simple, as it is called, was to convey 
to them and their heirs-that meitnt to them as 
long as they lived and the people who according 
to law succeeded them after they died. The 
persons who succeedeJ them after they died, 
if they did not make a will, were called 
heirs ; consequently " heirs" was the right 
word to use. But by an Act passed here in 
1877 we made a different law, and provided 
that if they died without making- a will the 
land should not go to heirs, but should go to 
administrators-that is, the descent of real pro­
perty was put on precis~ly the same footing as 
the descent of personal property. X ow, if any 
one were to speak of personal property as being 
given to a nmn and his heirs, you would be able 
to conjecture whrtt he meant ; but yon wnuld 
know he did not understand the words he was 
using, and it semns just as absurd, now that 
we have made real property descend in the 
same way as personal property, to talk about 
giving it to a nmn and his heirs as it would be 
in an agreement for the sale of a cow to agree to 
sdl it to a man and his heirs. :For my own part, 
1\Ir. Speaker, I havB had to do with a great many 
lec;al instruments, and in no instance since 1877 
where they have been the subject of my revi· 
sion have I allowed the word "heirs " to be 
used in any matter relating to property in 
Queensbnd. So far as regards the representa­
tives of individuals who might be ont of this 
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country, my rule has been to let the word 
"heirs " ren1ain, because in respect of l::tnd 
out of Queensland they may have heirs ; but 
the word "heir"" as a word used with respect 
to land in Queensland has no proper meaning. 
If the word is used it does not mean heirs ; it 
me<tns something else; and it would have to 
be inferred that the person who used it did not 
exactly know what he ought to say, and there­
fore that when he used the word "heirs" he 
meant administrators. Tlutt being what "heirs" 
means, if it means anything, it appears to me 
just as well to use the proper word in the 
firc~t instance, and not u"e a wrong word 
which will have to be interpreted to mean the 
same as the right word. I htwe not a very 
clear recollection of the change taking place in 
the deeds of grant. I thought fur a moment 
that it was by a regulation under the Lands Act, 
but I have not the slighte,;t doubt that I was 
r0sponsible for it personally, though I cannot 
distinctly remember doing it. I have not the 
slightest doubt that it is the right thing, and I 
am sure that is the opinion of everyone who 
knows anything about the principle. 

Mr. DICKSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
glad the hon. member for Cook htts br,mght this 
matter before the House. I had intended to 
speak upon it ·when we were discus15ing the 
estimates of the Real Property Office, as it wonld 
be more convenient to do so in committee, when 
we might have had ttn explanation from the 
Premier, perhaps, tt little fuller than that which 
he has now given. However, I am sure that 
what he has said will tend to a great extent to 
allay the uneasiness which has arisen as to the 
tenure under which people hold their freehold 
property. There is a feeling of nncertttinty in 
this direction. The regulations nnder the Act of 
1876-

The PRKVIIER : 1877. 
Mr. DICKSON: No, 187G. That Act pre­

scribes a certain form for deeds of grant, and 
in it the words "heirs and assigns for ever " are 
set forth as being the precise form in which 
Crown grants should be issued for all land 
alienated under that Act. I have had Crown 
grants submitted to me by parties who have 
taken up land under that Act and obtained 
deeds in which the word "heirs " had been 
erased and " administrators" had been inserted, 
and a feeling of uncertainty has arisen as to 
whether they were complete when that was the 
form expressly set forth in the schednle of the 
Act--that any altemtion unauthorised b~" the 
Legislatn1·e should ha Ye been 111ade in connection 
with the form. 

The PRKYIIER : Surely it is not in the 
schedule to the Act? 

Mr. DICKSO~: Yes. It sa ye;, "The form 
contained in Schedule P of those regulations shall 
be the form of deed of grant issued under the 
provisions of the Act." This being a devarture 
from that form has given rise to the pre,;ent 
uncertainty. I ttm very glad the Premier has 
made the statement he has, ,;hawing that the 
passing of the Act of 1877 has made it neces­
sary that the word "administrators" shOLlld 
be inserted in lietl of " heir:-3 and assigns.:· I 
have no doubt that that explanation will tend to 
allay existing anxiety. At the same time it is very 
unfortunate to find that the Heal Proverty Office 
has not been apprised of the legal validity of this 
change, because they have refused to enter up trans­
mission on deeds of grant in consequence of "heirs 
and assigns" having been erased and "adminis­
trators" being inserted without any legislative 
authority. It is, therefore, a matter of consider­
able interest, and now that it htts been brought 
under notice I trust that the hon. the Premier 
will see that the Real Property Office is properly 

advised, ttnd that no delay will take place in 
the registration of titles. From the requisi­
tions that have issued from the Heal Pro­
perty Office it seemed to be a legal question 
as to whether the interpolation of "adminis­
trators" was correct. At any rate there is 
some hitch between the Lands De1;artment 
and the Heal Property Office, and possibly 
the Crown Law Officers, because the requisition 
refers the person claiming to register his title to 
the Crown Law Oflicers; so that the departments 
are not in accord in the matter. It is therefore 
highly desirable that it should be looked into, 
and that the altered form dealing with deeds of 
grant should be legalised without further delay. 

Mr. HAMILTON said: Mr. Speaker,-It 
appears that the hrm. member for Townsville, 
1\Ir. 1\Iacrossan, has revealed a very 3erious state 
of things. It appears that the Minister for \V orks 
has placed himself above the authority of this 
House. He ha,; deliberately refused to obey an 
order of this House, and he has also misinformed 
the House. Certain paper,; were ordered by this 
House to be produced ; those papers were not 
produced, and consequently the order wtts dis­
obeyed. An hon. member moved for all the 
papers connected with a certain matter ; the 
l\Iinister for \Vorks laid certain papers on the 
table, and now he informs the House that he 
knew one of the papers was not amongst them. 
I certainly think the House should take some 
action in the matter. It looks all the more 
strange because from what I have heard I have 
every reason to believe that if all the papers 
are produced they will certainly not reflect 
credit upon the Ministry. 

Mr. 1\0HTO~ said: Mr. Speaker,- In 
regard to the matter to which the hon. member 
for Townsville, lYir. 1\Iacrossan, has referred, I 
think the Minister for \Vorks will see that what 
he has admitted he has done might lead to very 
bad results. I do not wish it for a moment to be 
thought that I accuse him of having desired to do 
anything that is not C[Uite right, but, sir, if a 
l\Iinister having a document in his possession 
such as the one to which reference has been made 
-the opinion of the Attorney-General in connec­
tion with certain transactions-if he has a right 
to send that back and say, "I don't want 
this; I don't wish to keep this paper," then of 
cour;;e he might say equally well that he did not 
want to keep some other of the papers which 
n1ight perhaps have an ilnportant bearing on 
the subject. The object of getting the papers 
lms sc<ucely been referred to. 'l'hat ohject is to 
ha,·e the whole of the evidence connected with 
the subject an1ilab!e to the House, and surely 
the Honc;e has a right to ha Ye all the evidence 
that is avaihble placed before it in connection 
with a subject upon which it is intended to in,ti­
tute inquiries. In this ca'e it appears to have 
beon kno\\'11 before the paverH \vere asked for 
that the Attorney-General had g·iven his opinion 
in connection with them, and that being the case 
of course reference could be made to the absence 
of that document. But, sir, suppo><e at some 
future time a l\Iinister who wished to act dis­
honestly was asked to produce certain papers in 
connection with a subject in which his action was 
not above suspicion, he might surreptitiously 
remove some of those papers ancl destroy them­
becanse if any one paper is taken away con­
nected with a matter of that kind any other may 
he taken away. I think it is only right, as the 
subject has heen brought up, thttt the House 
should express its dis,ent from the treating 
of any paper on a subject of that kind as if it 
did not belong to it. It may form a very bad 
precedent which may be taken ttdvantage of 
by any Minister in aftertimes, if he c!P~ired, to 
suppress certain pttpers. I think, sir, that if 
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this opinion of the Attorney-General has not 
been destroyed it "hould still be produced to the 
House, as it was the order of the House that it 
as well a" all other papers should be produced. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I am extremely sorry that the hon. 
the J'.Iinister for \Vorks on his advent to the 
administration of the J\lines Department-know­
ing, as he does, very little about mining-should 
have taken such very high-handed procedure as 
he has done in this his first step, I might almost 
say. I am certain that he means no harm, but 
we know that the road to a certain place is 
"paved with good intentions," and however good 
his intentions may be, that does not prevent the 
chance of injustice beiug done, 1nore especially, as 
I say, he is utterly unac([uainted with mining. 
Now, the question is not so simple as the Premier 
seems to think-a mere question of priority. If 
it was simply that, then there would be no 
dispute; hnt there is something more than a 
mere ([uestion of priority. It was a f[uestion 
which was referred to the warden at Charters 
Towers. and it was so difficult for him to decide 
that he· recommended the J\'Iinister to allow the 
matter to be decided by ballot, but at the same 
time recommending strongly that the gentleman 
who did not get the lease should get it. That is in 
opposition to the Minister for \Vorks. Now, this 
warden has had ten or twelve years' experience in 
the administration of goldfields, and here we find 
in one of his reports that he speaks very highly of 
the party who did not get the lease, and thinks 
he ought to get it. In addition to that, the 
Chamber of Commerce at Charters Towers peti­
tioned the :1\linister to grant the lease to the 
person who did not get it. They know some­
thing about the justice of the case, and they 
know something about mining-more, I should 
probably think, than the .:'.finister for \V orks. 
In addition to that, again, the Committee of the 
JY1inel'8' Union at Charters Towers sends a peti­
tion to the Minister for \V orks asking him to 
give the lease to a certain party ; and, ,;till more 
than that, l,GOO miners holding miners' rights 
send a petition down against the very action 
which the Minister for \Vorks took immediately 
he went into the \Vorks Department. 

The ::.UNISTER FOR WORKS: Was he 
not right? 

The Ho:-~. J. M. 1\IAClWSSAN : I do not 
say whether he wns right or whether ho w,ts 
wrong; hut I think it would have been rnuch 
better if the hon. gentleman httd aske'l the House 
to have the ptt]Jeld printed, so th:.tt members 
might read them, and judge for themselves. If 
he will not do that I eh all take an opportunity of 
reading them to the House, ,me] they will then be 
printed through the gentlemen upstairs. \Vhether 
the l\linister w:1~ right or wrong, in the face of 
all these adverse opinions all the papers should 
be produced. I do not pretend to say whether 
the Minister was right or wrong, but I say tlutt 
the opinion of the Attorney-Genel"al, let it be 
worthlc;:~ or not in the mind of tbe :11inister for 
\Vorks, shoul<l have bePn tabled with the rest of 
the papers. I am given to undersktnd that the 
opinion of the Attorney-General was asked for 
before the present }Iinister occupied the position 
in the \Vorks Office; but, in that case, where 
w:ts the Under Secretary? \Vas he not able to 
advise the Minister? lR the hon. g·entlcnmn 
above taking ad vice from the Under Secretary 
as well as from the Attorney-General? Surely a 
man cannot become a capable administrator in 
one day by being simply dubbed "Minister for 
JYiines." The mere title do•·s not make him an 
administrator. I hope the hon. gentleman will 
move that these papers be printed with the 
.Attorney-General's opinion. 

The .iYIINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, 
certainly. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: I beg to 
withdraw the motion. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. 
Mr. NORTON said: Mr. Speaker,-With 

the permission of the Hous8 I will a.sk the 
Colonial Secretary whether he will move that 
the returns which he laid on the table of the 
House, relative to newspaper advertising, be 
printed? 

The PREMIER : He did not lay them on the 
table. 

Mr. NOR TON: They were laid on the table. 

The PREMIER: Not formally laid on the 
table. 

Mr. NORTON: I will ask the hon. gentlemr,n 
whether he will formally lay them on the table 
nnd have them printed, so that the informathn 
may he in the hands of members at some future 
time? Although they are printed in Hansard, 
it may be more convenient to have them in a 
separate paper. 

The COLO:'{IAL SECRETARY: I have no 
objection to laying them on the table to-morrow. 

Mr. DICKSON said : Mr. Speaker,-! would 
ask the Premier, without notice, if the maps 
referring to the new electoral districts are to be 
issued? I understood from smhething he said 
last week that hon. members could obtain the 
ma]"S of the smaller electorates from the Printing 
Office, but I find they are not available. 

The PRE:VIIER : At the Colonial Secretary's 
Office. 

Mr. DICKSON : I was told that they had 
been issued. 

The PRE:\HER : There are a lot in my office, 
nnd I wondered that hon. members had not 
asked for them. 

Mr. ALLAN: I asked for one at the Colonial 
Secretary's Office and could not get it. 

The PREMIER: You can get it now. 
J\lr. CHUBB : I was there on :Friday and 

could not get whttt I asked for, and I wns there 
ag::tin this 1norning. 

l'\Ir. HAMfLTOX: I hnve just written for 
one to the Printing Office, and am told that 
there are none in stock. I received a list of 
maJH, but the one defining the various electorates 
I have not rece.i ved. 

Mr. NOR TON: vVhy not issue them to hon. 
members? 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

The PRE1\HEH, said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. MOEEHEAD saicl: Mr. Speaker,- I 
think it will be generally admitted by members 
on both sides of this House that the necessity for 
a Hectistribution Bill ha;; arisen ; in fact, I would 
go further and say that the nece•,dty arose some 
considerable tin1e back~a period approaching 
two years ago-and I think it is to he regretted 
that the present occupants of the Treasury 
benches should have waited nntil this period 
of their own existence and the existence of the 
Parliament before introducing such an important 
measure. Because it cannot be denied that the 
present Ministry, both through internal dissen­
sion and outside opposition, has been .J.iscredited 
before the country; in fact, the Premier has 
himself admitted that the Government only 
occupy their present position at the strong 
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request-or mandate, I think he called it-of a 
certain section of the House who differ from the 
Government policy on several important pointe. 
vVhile admitting the neces,ity for a Redistribu­
tion Bill, it is not my intention to admit either 
the justice or the propriety of the me"sure now 
under clif;cus:;ion. I wn~, and I an1 ~mre every 
other member of this Hou;e was, under the 
impreE<sion that the Government intended in 
introducing this Bill to make it part ::md parcel 
of their policy with regard to dealing out justice 
to the northern portion of the colony, but I 
think in that particular it will be shown 
that the Bill does not meet the case. The 
same objection can also be sustained against 
the way in which the Central district and 
the pastoral districts genern.lly n.re proposed 
to be treated. I object to this Bill ab ini!:o-­
that is, to the basis taken by the Premier as the 
proper basis of representation. It is gcnm·ally 
admitted that the adult male population should 
be made the main basis of representation in 
this colony. They are those to whom we give 
the right to vote, and they are the ones who 
return us-who practically legislate for the colony; 
but in order to get what I maintain is a fal~e 
basis of representation, the Premier ingeniously 
weaves into his system the total population of 
the various electorates of the colony. I would 
point out further that the Premier in framing 
his electoral districts or groups has ingeniously 
managed to throw an amount of representation 
in excess of that already prevailing into the 
metropolitan and surrounding boroughs, and by 
so doing hn.s done an injustice to other parts of 
the colony. Now, it is of course theoretically a 
very rrght and proper thing that there should 
be a quota of representation, and the Premier 
assumes, or endeavours to make thi~ House and 
the country believe, that he has nearly succeeded 
in that respect in the present measure; but even 
had he done so, which I deny, I say the position of 
this colony-a young and growing country-makes 
it impossible to apply any such system as he pro­
poses. If such a system were applicable anywhere 
it appears to me that it would be applicable in the 
thickly populated nations of the world; and that 
being admitted, one would imagine that in Eng­
land, Scotland, and Wales-where we may say the 
maximum population has been arrived at-such a 
system would prevail ; but if we analyse the elec­
torates of Great Britain we find that nothing of 
the sort prevn.ils there, but a very different state 
of affairs. For instance, in London and other 
larg·e cities the quota of representation is much 
larger as regards population than in the out­
lying and thinly peopled portions of the British 
Islands, and if that principle is good in Eng·land 
it ought to tell here with tenfold force. The 
bulk of our population is on the coast, and 
full consideration should be given to the sparsely 
populated portions lying in the interior. That 
has been the practic,e in the past, and I had 
hoped it would have been continued in the future, 
but it is not so ; and if hon. gentlemen look at 
the tables they will see that it is not the case. 
And nvt only is their position not in any way 
made as good as it was-the position of those who 
occupy the larger territory with a smaller popula­
tion-but it is materially worse under this measure. 
They will find that the metropolitan and sur­
rounding electorates are placed in a much better 
position as regards representation. If hon. gentle­
men will look at what is called the metropolitan 
group they will find that thn.t group, with six 
members, has an average total population of 
7,084 fm each repn''entativ~, according to the 
census of 1886, and an average adult rate of 
population of 2,324. Now, if we look at the pro­
posal under the Bill we see that the metropolitan 
group is increased by one member, while the 
total population is diminished from 7, 984 to 7,077, 

and the adult male population is reduced from 
2,321 to 2,060. But that is not all the jugglery 
that has been played with regard to the metro­
politan and surronnding constituencies. vVe find 
there are put into the East 1\Ioretcm group four 
elPctorates which cannot be considered as much 
better th<tn suburbs of the metropolis-Bulimba, 
Enoggora, Toombul, and Toowong·-though they 
h"ve as much to do with East 1\Ioreton as with 
Brisbane, neither more nor Je,;s. They are to all 
intents and pmposes suburbs more or less exten­
sive of the city of Brisbane. 

The PRE~IIER : Is Cleveland? 
Mr. MOREHEAD: I have not statec:l that. 
The PRE'YIIER : Cleveland is in the Bulimba 

electorate. 
1\Ir. MOREHEAD: So far as the bulk of the 

populatiun residing- in the electorate of Bulimba 
is concerned it is J!ractically an adjunct of 
Bri~bane; and so are }~noggera, Toon1bul, nnd 
Toowong. And you will find, Mr. Speaker, that 
this gToup, of which thP·;e four electorates form a 
pe~rt, represent for each member an average total 
l){>pulation of 5,20!, and an a·Jult male population 
of 1,361 ; and they will return sixteen members 
as against twelve before. In fact, the whole 
increase of representa.tion in the southern 
portion of the colony is thrown into the metro 
polis and its suburbs. Now, when we come 
to the Northern division of the colony we find 
that there is an increase from ten to fourteen 
members, and we find that the total population 
represented by en.ch member is 3,477, and the 
n.dult male population 1,309. I maintain, sir, 
tlmt, at any rate so far as regards the northern 
n.nd outlying portions of the colony, the adult 
male basis is the only fair basis upon which you 
can frame a measure dealing with the representa­
tion of the people in Parliament. Now we will 
take the Darling Downs group. \Ve find eight 
members and an average adult male population 
of 1,063. Now, on the same principle, sir, the 
Northern division should have had about 18"4 
members. 

The PRE:YIIER : On the same principle as 
what? 

Mr. MOREHEAD: On the same principle 
as the Darling Downs. I am comparing the 
discrepancies between the different groups to 
show thab while there is an apparent inten­
tion to deal out what is supposed to be even­
handed justice in this imaginary quota, that 
it is not so, :Mr. Speaker. Now, in regard 
to the n.d vantage of comparing them with 
another group of Southern electorates, if hon. 
members will look at the \Vide Bn.y and 
Burnett group they will find that there are nine 
members representing an adult male population 
of 1,202. Assuming that the Northern division 
is to be treated in the same way, it will be 
entitled to 15"3 members; so that I think it can 
be clearly pointed out that as regards the repre­
senttttion to be given to the North nnder this 
Bill, as compared with what is to be given in the 
South to those three districts-the Metropolitan, 
the \Vide Bay and Bnrnett, and the Darling 
Downs groups-they hn.ve not got their fair share. 
Now, sir, there are other grave discrepancies 
also in connection with this proposed distribu­
tion of members. I will take the Southern 
pastoral group, for which there are four mem­
bers, the increase to that division being cam;;ed 
by the enormous growth of the \Varrego dis­
trict. The average total population represented 
by each member is 3,521, and the adult male, 
1,fi23. On the same adult basis as the 
\Vide Bay and Burnett group, this Sonthern 
pastoral group is entitled to five members, or 
on the same basis as the Darling Downs group, 
to six members ; but by this proposition 
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it is only to receive four members. Coming 
to the Central division, one member is to be 
taken away from it- why, I do not know, 
because if eleven members are granted to thttt 
division, its quota will be as high as that of the 
Darling Downs group, and I think it c:tnnot be 
too strongly impressed upon this House that a 
vast difference exists, in my minrl at least, in 
electoral repre~ent'1tion between individuals at 
a distance and individuals who are close in. The 
hon. Premier knows as well as I do, and a,; has been 
said over and over again, that any metropolitan 
district would be well represented if it had no 
memrJer of its own at all. 1\-e know perfectly well 
that Brisb;me would be well represented by every 
member in the House, and that priuciple is recog­
nised to it3 fullest extent in England. Take the 
case of the city of London, the number ofregistererl 
electors in which is over 29,000, who only retum, 
I think, two members. If we go to another 
place which is not London, but which is called 
Kilkenny, hon. members will find that it retnrns 
one 1nmn ber for son1ething under 1, DOO rPt{istered 
voterR. Now, if this principle is recognibed 
in a thickly populated country, I think it ought 
to receive very full recognition in a country 
such as this. And it ha,; always been recog­
nised in previous electoral Acts. I recollect 
perfectly well when I first joined this House, 
that on the electoral roll of the ~Iitchell district 
there were something under 100 voters-03, I 
think-of which about 26 only voted. But the 
Government of that day did not for that reason 
refuse representation to a large outlying and 
important district. Now, by the present pro­
ject we are all to be placed in the same basket-­
those who have borne the heat and burden of the 
clay-the pioneers-and those who have grc>wn 
up in the large towns. They are all having 
exactly the same, or as nearly as poss1ble the 
same, electoral rights and privileges, which I 
say is a gross injustice. \V ell, sir, while on the 
subject of these groups, and the districts grouped 
in this Bill, I would like to know how the Gov­
ernment have arrived at the populations of these 
various subdivisions or new electorates. 

The PREMIER : Throug·h the Registrar­
Genera-l. 

Mr. MORE HEAD: It is impossible for the 
Registrar-General to have made the computation 
in regard to some of these divisions. 

The PEEMIER : Yes; the whole of them. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: \Vel!, sir, there is a see­

saw line, whi~h I will ask hon. membem to look 
at on the map, showing the western and nearly 
all the southern, in fact all the southern, 
boundaries of the Maranoa district. Just look 
at that boundary. I should like to see the 
Registrar-General at the bar of the House and 
<1sk him to explain how he arrived at the popu­
lation embraced, or cut off by those lines-the 
western and southern boundaries of the Maranoa 
district. 

The PREMIER : They are run boundaries. 
Mr. MO REREAD : I am aware of that; but 

I would like to know how the Registrar-Geneml 
discovered how many people were in eaeh of 
those runs. 

The PREMIER : By the census. 
Mr. MOREHEAD : The census would not 

show it. In an import>tnt measure like this, in 
which we not only deal with the question of dis­
tributing m em hers, hut of considembly increasing 
their number, I think the Government ought to 
give us the fullest infonnation, a,nd, as nearly as 
possible, the exact population to be included 
within any boundary. I am inclined to believe 
that that has been done in the most perfunctory 
1nanner. 

The PREMIER: I have every reason to 
believe it has not. 

Mr. MO HE HEAD: I would like to believe it 
also; but it would not in any way alter the 
arguments based upon these figures. It might 
turn out in future that the population is 
either in excess of, or below, what the Hegis. 
trar-General estimates it to be. To come to 
really the great question-namely, how will this 
redistribution affect the position of Northern 
members in relation to the Central and Southern 
members ?-we find that the effect of the Bill, 
if it becomes law, will be this: Forty-four mem. 
bers will be given to the South, which is practi­
cally an increa,se of five n1ernbers, because one 
wili be taken from the Central division. The 
Central districts are included in this paper with 
the Southern division. I think we must exclude 
them from the ::'{ orth, llecause even the moBt 
ardent advocates of sepamtion eau hardly 
expect to include the Central districts in the 
Northern colony. The Bill gives an increase of 
five members to the South and of four to the 
Korth; the actual division l:.eing· forty-four 
Southern members and twenty-four Northern 
and Central members. Excluding the Central 
mernllers from the ::'{orthern, there will be left 
fourteen Northern members ; a state of affairs 
very much to be deprecated, and which, under a 
better classification or divii'ion of representa­
tive rights, would have been prevented. I 
think there is not a single member, outside 
of those who represent the city of Bris­
bane and its suburbs, who will not deprecate 
strongly this tremendous voting power that 
will be given to Brisbane-this tremendous cen­
tralising power-if the Bill pass in its present 
state. I fully expected that the hon. gentleman 
would have seen his way, instead of aggregating 
as much as he could the representative power of 
the colony in Brisbane and its .>urroundings, 
and knowing what dire effects have been 
produced by it in the past-knowing that 
the Southern Government has led, to a great 
extent, to the cry for territPrial separation­
that if he had an opportunity of giving fair 
representation to the different portions of the 
colonv, he would have seen his way to increase 
verv ·largely the quota of the repnsentati ves 
allotted to the Northern and outside distrids. 
But on the contrary, as I have very clearly 
pointed out, he has given to individuals in and 
around Brisbane an increase of voting power, 
and has, as far as possible, diminished the voting 
power of those in the outside and Northern dis­
tricts. Ko doubt the hon. gentleman will be 
able to explain the strange inconsistencies in 
these figures which have been furnished to 
the hon. members in the tables which haYe 
been circulated. I shall be very glad to hear his 
explanation of the matter, and to learn why the 
Darling Downs group of electorates and the 
Wide Bay a.nd Burnett group have been so 
favoured as against other portions of the colony, 
and also, of course, the more serious question of 
why such an enormously increased repr':sentation 
is proposed to be given to the metropohs and the 
surrounding districts. \Vith regard to the altera­
tions of the boundaries of the different electoral 
districts, it is, of course, utterly impossible to 
discuss those on the second reading of the Bill. 
\V e have not yet had maps supplied to us to 
enable us to arrive at any just opinion as to 
the propriety or otherwise 0f those boundaries. 
I have received several letters protesting 
against the alterations which have been made 
in certain districts, hut not having a map 
sufficiently large to examine them closely, 
I have not been able to do anything in the 
matter. I think that if the maps are ready they 
should be issued to members and not kept in the 
office of the Premier. They ought to have been 
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distributed with the other parliamentary papers. 
I would point out, in respect to the proposed 
divisions of the colony which are located round 
about the metropolis and the more thickly popu­
htted portions of Southern Queenshnd, that the 
hon. gentleman stated the other night, as I 
nnderstuod him, that he wonld have the maps of 
thme districts available to the members repre­
senting them, but that there were not enough for 
every men:; her to get one. I have not received 
those maps, und from that I conclude that I 
have not misunderstood the hon. gentleman, but 
that what I have just stated is correct. 

The PRE:YIIER: Yes ; they could not be got 
ready in time. 

:VIr. MORE HEAD : The matter of the repre­
sentation of any one of those districts doe' not 
centre in the member who represents it; and I 
think every m em bQr of the House is entitled to 
have as fu'll a 1nap, and on as large a scale as 
possible, of every division in the colony, whether 
in a metropolitan, a southern, a central, or a 
northern district. As we are not in posse.,sion 
of such maps it will be impo..;sible to discnss 
the v:1rious matters of the boundaries in the 
House; but we shall, no doubt, be able to give 
them fuller consider:ttion when we get into 
committee. Of this I am sure : tlut the altera­
tions will require very great attention and careful 
consideration. I believe myself that the Bill 
hus been brought in in too much of a hurry ; 
that the boundaries have been fixed in a per­
functory way without sufficient information ; und 
that sufficient time has not been taken to prepare 
the measure either as to its general scheme or in 
its detuils. I am perfectly certain that unless 
substantial justice is given to those whom 
I have described as feeling themselves un­
fairly dealt with in this Bill great dissatis­
faction will be produced. I feel confident, 
however, that hon. members will not readily 
consent to this centralising scheme of representa­
tions proposed by the Premier. I am perfectly 
certain thet the members of the Northern, 
Central, and outside districts, and a large number 
of those members who sit at the buck of the 
Premier, will not deliberately agree to what I 
consider is a great injustice done in this Bill. I 
feel snre that we may depend on their assistance 
in making this Bill much more complete than it is 
at present. Let not the Premier understand that 
there is any intention on the part of the Oppo­
sition to oppose a just redistributbn of the 
electorates. But it is their intention not to be 
parties, if they can help it, to d~ing any injustice, 
and I muintain that an injustice is done by this 
measure to theN nrthern and outside districts, and 
to almost every district outside of Brisbane ; and 
the Opposition intend, if possible, to remedy thut 
in the Bill. I shall not detain the House any 
longer beyond adding that I do not intend to oppose 
the second reading of tbe Bill. vVhen we get 
into committee we can deal with the figures with 
reilpect to the various divisions, and also with 
the question of boundaries, and I ho[le that the 
Bill in an amended form will become law. 

The MINISTJ,;R FOR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-vVe have had a long rumbling speech 
from the leader of the Opposition, condemning 
generally the Bill brought forwurd by the Gov­
ernment, but the hon. gentleman has not par­
ticularised anything; he has not pointed out any 
particular part that he thinks wrong. All thut 
he says is that the measure is wrong genemlly, 
ancl if he had summed up his whole speech in 
the old rhyme-

" 'fhc reason why I cannot ten, 
But this I know, and know full well, 
I do not like you, D1·. Fell"-

it would have explitined the state of his mind to 
a nicety. However, I will not go to that length, 

as there is one point that he said he disagreed with 
in principle. He says that the redistribution 
ought to be based on the adult male population 
basis only. Of course that is a very clear and 
distinct issue. It is one on which the Govern­
ment do not agree with the hon. gentleman, and 
it is one on which I di,agree with him entirely. 
The general population basis is the one on which 
redistribution or electoral Bills nught to be 
founded entirely. The hon. gentleman ulso 
stated that the wuy in which electorates are 
brought out, not only with reference to general 
population but also with regard to the adult 
populution, is extraordinary. He has tried, 
very unfairly I think, to make people outside 
beheve--for members in the House who have 
the figures to examine will not be deceived 
by his statement-that the Government have 
acted with had motives towards the North, 
und have robbed them of a fair share of repre­
sent11tion. Let hon. members look at the popu­
lution of the different electorates. Take Bowen, 
the first on the list. They will see thut it has 
the smallest population of any electorate in the 
whole colony, from one end to the other, and in 
many other districts we find that the Northern 
electorates are, both in regurd to their genern,l 
population as well as their adult population, 
small as compared with some of the Southern 
electorates. I maintain, moreover, th&tthesteady, 
fixed population of the Southern and Central 
districts deserves more consideration in this Bill, 
as compared with the comparuti vely migratory 
population of the Northern districts. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: The wander­
ing digger! 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I believe 
that a settled man, who has a wife and family 
dependent upon him, is a much more important 
factor in the sociltl condition of the colony than 
any wandering digger, however important he 
may ultimately become. He will, no doubt, settle 
down some day, and then he will add very much 
to his value and the security he gives to the State 
for the powers conferred upon him by this Bill. 
vVith reference to the squutting districts, one 
never knows the number of men on the roll 
there. It may be 500 in one year, and anyone 
having a personal knowledge of the men in the 
district might be able to strike off 150 after 
the rolls are made up. In my own district, 
the electorate of Leichhardt, so little wa.~ 
known of the electors there by those who revised 
the rolls, that I could pick out 120 names of men 
who had gone away from thut district, some of 
them for many years. I know, from my own 
personal knowledge, of men who went to Cali­
fornia eight or nine years previously. And that 
kind of thing occurs, not in one district alone, 
but in many districts. The hon. gentleman 
also objected to the armngement by which the 
metropolitan districts are allowed to have so 
many representatives. But when I look at the 
average total population of 7,077, and average 
adult male population of 2,0GO to each member, 
it is a very much larger number than in any 
other electorate in the country-in some instances 
double, and in almost every instance one-third 
more. If the hon. gentleman intended that the 
metropolitan constituencies, from the mere fact 
of their being nearer the seat of Government, 
were to be ab."Jlutely disfranchised, I could 
understand the force of his arguments. Unless 
that is wh&t he meant there can be no object in 
his remarks. It is admitted by everybody th&t 
constituencies near the seut of Government huve 
opportunities of bringing their wishes and wants 
more frequently and more forcibly before Parlia­
ment than the outlying districts, and that view is 
given effect to in the distribution shown in this 
Bill, for not only the metropolitan districts, but 
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the districts of East and \Vest Moreton also, 
have a larger proportion of population than the 
outlying districts of the colony. I do not think 
myself that there is an~·thing in that principle 
at all, though it is here fully recognised, because 
I think n1er11b8l~'i gen8rally of this B:ou·,,0 would 
he more disposed to consider the requests and 
wants of the outside di,tricts, even of indi­
viduals, than similar or more numerously sig·ned 
de1mtnds of large numbers in the vicinity of the 
~eat of govern1nent. 

Mr. DON ALDSON: Is that your experience? 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know 

that while I was a resident of the outside dis­
tricts, for the last fh·~-ancl-twenty years, I neYer 
had to com]'lain of the indifference of the Legis­
lature to the wants of thu,e clic;tricts of the colony 
when it was appealed to. 

Mr. DONALDSOK: They were probably too 
attentive to you. 

The ::\li~ I8TER FOR WORKS : I do not 
know of any other objections rai,;ed by the hnn. 
member, though I lii,tenecl to him very carefully. 
The only points to which he seemed to tM1dress his 
objections were the arrangements of the different 
constituencies as to members, and to the bet of 
their not having been apportioned solely upon 
the adult population of the districts as opposed 
to the general population. So far as anyone 
could tell from the figures, the E'lectorates under 
the Bill might have been just as much arrang·ed 
upon the adult population as upon the general 
population. I myself was very much astonished 
to see the result of the figureB as brought out by 
the Premier, because I expected a very much greater 
disproportion than appears here in tluct respect. 
I cannot imagine anything that would give 
greater satisfaction to every district in the 
colony. No doubt many people will want a 
corner cut off a district here and a portion 
included in another place, bnt if all these thini'(S 
are to be attended to it would be better to leave 
it to every hon. member to cut out his own con· 
stituency. So far as I have had any experience 
of the opinions of members of Parliament and 
others as to the way in which the boundaries 
of the different districts should be arranged, 
I find that everyone has some particular 
corner or constituent parts he would like to 
have retained in his electorate and some that 
he would like to exclude. \Ve shonlcl set aside 
these small things and look at the question in a 
general and broad way, and see if the proposal is 
fair and reasonable in its general principles and 
in the way in which the boundaries have been 
adjusted. As to the Central districts, of course 
there was no hope for the Leichharclt, and it 
had to be reduced by one member on account of 
the population in it. 

Mr. DONALDSO~: They will reduce it by 
another. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If they 
do, and if I lose my seat, it will be their loss 
not mine. I may say the re-arrangement of the 
Central districts is generally remarkably good. 
N ormanhy had, of course, to be reduced, and 
is altered by taking in something out of the 
Blackall electorate ; and in many other directions 
the electorates had to be re-arranged in such a 
way as to apportion the population fairly. Some 
of them had an immensely larger proportion of 
population than they should have, and in others 
the population was ridiculously small. A portion 
of the Leichhardt district should properly belong 
to 1\iaranoa, and it has been so altered. :Uany 
on the Upper Dawwn go to the Central Uailway 
for their good1:i, and per,-;ons in another portion of 
the electorate g-et their goo<ls and stock to and fro 
on the Southern and \Vestern line, above l>Iiles 
and Chinchilla, and that portion has rightly been 
added to the Mamnoa district. I do not think 

there is a station to be found above the brow of 
Bigge's Range that goes to Rockhampton for 
supplies. I need not say any more, as I think I 
have answered all the objections the hon. gentle­
man made. Any objections he raised were 
general ones, hut by the time the Bill gets into 
committee he may have some special objections 
to urge, and it will be then time enough to 
answer them. 

Mr. LU:\ILEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,­
Coneidemble stress has been laid by both the 
previous speakers upon representation by p0pu­
btion, either general or adult male; but there are 
other considerations which should also be taken 
into account, and which, I believe, have been wholly 
omitted from any recognition in this Bill. I will 
venture to quote from one of the Hight Hon. 
1\Ir. Glaclstrme's speeches in ::\lidlothian, made 
during his celebmtecl electoral campaign in Mid­
lothian in the year 1H79. Speaking npon the 
Hedi,tribntion Bill he proposed to bring in then, 
he said:-

" Xmv, gentlemen. besidh the con~idaation of popu­
lation. which I think to be the main one, and besides 
the cOnsicl0ration of revennf', '\Vhich also has some 
imlJortanec, there is another clement that enters into 
the equitable examination of the (1uestion, and that is 
the clement of distance. A small number of represen­
tatiYes are mo1·e cf'Ecetivc ·when they are close to the 
scat of goYcrnment than when they are frtr from the 
scat of government. On that account it is that !Jondon 
and the metropolitan distxict, with tht:ir vast population 
of four millions, or one-sixth of the whole population of 
England and "'ale;;;, do not influence the return of 1nore 
than betwc~n thirty and forty members, 'vhich would 
only be about one-twelfth or one-thirteenth of the 
population of England and 1,:ra1es. It is thus recog­
nised that nearness is a reason for having a more 
limited number of 1ncmbcrs, and consequently lhat 
dislance constitutes a claim for a larger number of 
members than the population would warrant." 
If this obtains in the old country where the 
distances are very much more limited than in 
this colony, how much more should it obtain here? 
I do not think anyone will deny that this is the 
idea of a true liberal politician, spoken too in 
the clays when he was almost in the zenith of his 
strength and of his fame. I do not think anyone 
will deny that theg,J axioms he laid clown 
were carefully calculated and the result of a well­
balanced mind. I say I object to this Redistri­
bution Bill upon these grounds, and on the ground 
that the cot pi tal, and the immediate vicinity of it, 
is over-repre,;ented in comparison to the far-away 
districts-the Central and Northern districts. 
In a nuttter of this kind, if the representatives of 
Central and Northern electorates want to have 
their districts represented in a way satisfactory 
to them rmcl the people whom they represent­
remembering the overwhelming majority of the 
Southern representatives-they must pull hand 
in hand together. '!'hose districts are separated, 
on the map hanging on the wall, by a broad 
line from east to west. At present the country 
north of that line has twenty-one members; if 
the Bill pass in its present form it will have 
twenty-four. The present number of members 
south of the line is thirty-eight; if the Bill 
become law it will be forty-four. There is an 
increase of six in the Southern division as against 
three in the Central and Northern cli visions 
combined. 'fhat will be the result of this Bill, 
and I maintain that it is obviously unfair to 
those districts w hi eh are far away-districts 
which have often to come to Brisbane to find 
their own rer,·esentati ves-that, in addition to 
their other clisabilitie,, they should be wiped out 
and forgotten solely on account of thb popu­
lation te,t, whether adult male or any other. 
In the Central and Southern pastoral districts the 
population baHis was made out at a most inoppor­
tune time, when men in those dic;tricts had 
actually been driven out of employment through 
the serious and protracted drought, which had 
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raged for something- like three years; and there 
was also, in adclition to that, the uncertainty as 
to the fnture owing to the new land legi:..:;lation 
which ha<l been .imt c.trried. \Vhen the censns 
was taken those ch-<triets were actually depopu­
lated, and no relictble information could luwe 
been obtained as to the exctct state of the popn­
lation. In a country like this popuhttion is not 
the only thing to be taken into con;.;icleration in 
settling a question of thi.s kind. In a country 
like this, where we see a district corning specially 
fonvard a,nd rnnking grea,ter strilles tow:-trch.; the 
wealth an<l prosperity of the producing interests 
of the colony, there we should allot new members 
-more e;;pecially if there is to be any addition to 
the number of members of the House, as to the 
expecli·•ncy of which I am doubtful. I have 
always held this view, and in spe:cking in this 
way I am only con8i,tent with the first :ipeech l 
ever made in this J--ton~e. That \VaR in 18/U. 
Smne reference having been 1nade to rL second 
member for the Valley, I "aid:-

"·with reference tn the 
YnJlcy, Brbhane, from the of 

~~~0i~~~e~f~~~1~~~~~i~:~{·(~t~~g ~~~~~o:~\~> ~:1}~~.0~~~\-.:Jl~ee.; V~ 
hall al"'int.YS got i:his <'ldvanta.gc. tl!at the wlloic of this 
branch of the Lcg~·laturc \nLS well arqnaintctl witll 
its wants, and would sec that it llad justice done to 
it;"-
I might have added that the other branch of the 
Legislature, too, had every opportunity of seeing 
what those wants were, and of doing justice to 
the place--
" whereas, with respect to the ont~ifle districts, there 
were not more than trn, out of a House of fift)~-fivc 
members, ·who had ever had the O}I!JOl'tnnity of jud,ging 
from personal cxpencncc of what they \YCrt called upon 
to legislate for such districts." 
I maintain that pretty nearly the 'amc propor­
tion of ignorance exists now, I run sorry to say, 
among meml.>ers of the House. It is all very 
well for the :Minister for \Vorks to say that 
during his twenty-five years' experience in the 
outside districts they have alway" had their 
wants promptly attended to. :Yiy experience 
in the outoide districts lies within a year of 
that of the JI.Iinister for 'Vorks, and I cctn 
assure him that during the whole of that perioLl 
the wants of those districts were almost eo m­
pletely ignored. However, there is this much to 
be said for the men of those districts in thLHe 
days : they did pretty well what they wanted for 
themsehes; the:· did nut come crying out to the 
Government for everything they \\ <1nted. 'J'hey 
knew their voices would not be hc-arcl, so they 
put their shoulders to the wheel th<'mselvos 
and did a gre<Ct dectl of what now falls upon 
the Government ; for people, by the clamour 
of their tongues and the weight of their 'ote.', 
can make the Government do things which 
I have no doubt it is sometimes sony it has 
got to do. I do not intend to detain the Hou"? 
by making a long speech on the Bill, neither do 
I intend to oppose the second re:1rling of it; but 
I hope it will be greatly modified and very r·;m­
siderably altered before it comes out of com­
mittee. I hope clue regard will be paid to the 
more distant electorates of the colony. I cannot 
learn that anybody has been consulted about 
the fixing of the new boundaries or the altemtion 
of the old ones. Hon. momher.i h"ve not ]Jeen 
taken into the confidence of the Go, ._r·nn1ent 
even with regard to their own cm::-3titnencies. 
1Iy o\vn GOnstitueney- -the Cook~i~ one which 
bu,dly \V-~nts ,a,dditional rep1·esentation. It w:tnt.~ 
subdividing-, and I consider it is fairly entitled 
to three In embers. lJ ndur this Bill it g-et:-.; three 
members, but it has a lot uf snrplus country and 
surplus population thrown into it in a way which 
is not at all desirable. 

The PRKiYIIEE: Will you suggest something 
else? 

1887-2 R 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL: You may depend I 
will, when the Bill gets into committee. 

'rhe PRK\IIER: You can suggest nothing 
that Juts not already had the most careful con­
sideration. 

11r. LU11LEY HILL: I do not know when 
you did it. A very large and important portion 
of my elect.,rate is absolutely disfranchised. 
Port Douglas, for instance, is tacked on to the 
Cairns electorate. .A large proportion of the 
popnbtion is in the immediate vicinity of Cairns, 
and if this Bill pass, Port Douglas will absolutely 
lm Ye no say in an election. 

The PRg:YliER: Do you want Port Douglas 
to have a member all to itself? 

::1-Ir. LLIMLEY HILL: Port Douglas, the 
Hodgkinson, and the Daintree and Mosm<1n 
Eivers would make a very good electorate with a 
Cimnnunity ()f interekts. 

The PEK'YIIER : And with a totttl population 
of about 1,500. 

Mr. LU:\ILEY HILL: There are more than 
that; ancl besides it has vast resources, and is a 
long way from here. It is fully entitled to a 
representative, having, a...;;; it has, a coinn1unity of 
interests. I give the Premier all credit for the 
trouble he hns tctken oYer this Bill. I admit that 
it would be an exceedingly difficult thing to 
frame a Bill of this nature which would be 
satisfactory to every member of the House ; but 
I wish the hon. gentleman had made greater 
allowance for the disabilities which the more 
distant portions of the colony labour under, 
because I am sure that if he had he WPuld not 
have enlarged the representation of the southern 
portion of the colony, including the capital and 
its immecliate vicinity, in the way that he has. 
If the people of Brisbane would only look at it 
in the right light, it would be a great ad vantage 
to them to have representatives coming down 
from the more remote parts of the colony ; even 
if they only spent their two guineas a day in 
Brisb>tne, it would be better than sending in 
local images who know very little about the 
colony that they have to govern. They are very 
good voting machine,, and therefore I suppose 
the Premier is rather anxious to multiply them. 
:!<'or my part, when the Bill goes inb committee 
I shall do eyer-sthing I can to incre&se the repre­
sentation of the K orth, because I think it will be 
for the common weal of both North and South 
if that is clone, and the people of the North are 
brought morA thoroughly into unison with the 
veople of the South than they are at present. I 
shall do all I can to effect that, and a1so to enlarge 
the representation of the Central districts, even 
at the expense of some of the metropolitan groups 
in the immediate vicinity of Brisbane. 

The HoN. G. THOR~ said: Mr. Speaker,--I 
shall not trouble the House very long. First of all, 
I think the Bill ought to have been accompanied 
by another Bill, brought in by the representative 
of the Government in another Chamber, making 
proYision for the election of members to th<Ct 
Chamber. I am not going to give my reasons 
now, bectl.use, perhaps, it would be aside from 
the snh.iect under discussion. I come now to 
the Bill before the House. I must say, in the 
first place, that I think sixty-eight members 
arc too many for our small JlOpulation. Not 
tlmt I am in b\ onr of <1 small House, but, 
comparin~ our population with the population 
of the other colonies, I think the number is 
too great. In South Australia, with a popula­
tion not dissimilar to ours, they have a House 
of fifty-two members; and in Victoria, with a 
population three times as large, they have a 
House of only eighty-six members. In New 
South \V ales, certainly, they have a large House, 
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but there, as I see from reading the Sydney 
papers, politicians of all shades have come 
round to the opinion that the House is too 
large; though it is not large in proportion to 
their pOJJUlation ,,s compared with what this Bill 
proposes. On the s~11ne bctHis as tha,t now vro~ 
posed, Now South \Vale,;, <W~orrling to the 
population there, would hcwe :xJO memlwrs, 
whereas there are only 120, and I am satidied 
that when the next Rwlistrilmtion Bill is passed 
in thctt colony the Hoube will be very considemblv 
clipped down. There is another reason why the 
number of mum hers should be kept down here; 
we have now payment of members, and these are 
tin1cs ... vhen we should keep clo·wn onr expenses 
as n1uch as possible. Now, Kir, I do not think 
the Premier's basis of represenbtion is an unfair 
one, but "t the same time I cannot commend him 
for the way he has carved out the different 
electoratee. I fully expected to see the census 
papers here, so that we onrRelvr.~ n1ight have 
son1e show in carving out the dbtricts. 

The PREMIER: They have been circulated. 

The HoN. G. THORN: I can assnre the 
Premier I have not se,":n them, thongh I have 
seen some maps, of which there does not seem to 
be a sufficient supply for all the members of the 
Home. Now, sir, I am not going into detail 
to-nig·ht ; probably I shall have something more 
to 'ay in committee; but I shall point to a few 
inequalities that have struck me with regard to 
this redistribution. First of all, as to the North, 
I think they have not much to complain of with 
fonrteen members, though I do not think I 
should be opposed to their getting one additional 
n1ernber. But hon. 111e1nbers 1nu~t be aware that 
the population of the North is migratory ; and 
thoug-h no one has n1ore respect for the mining popu­
lntion than I have-·it is the mining industry at 
the present time which is keeping the colony going 
-yet we cannot look on the mining population 
with the same unalloyed satisfaction that we cctn 
on the farming· population. However, I am pre­
pared to do justice to the North, and would prefer 
to let the Southern districts remain as they are, 
rtnd give the North four or five additional mem­
bers. Now, with regard to the Central districts 
of the colnny. I find that one meml1er i" wiped 
out from Leichhardt, and part of the Leichhardt 
district, comprising Juandah, Taroom, and 
i\fount Hutton, is put in the southern part of 
the colony. \Ve know that the trade from that 
district comes to the South, but for the same 
reason, the country round N anango ought, pro~ 
perly speaking, to bBlong to the \V est 'Moreton 
group of electorates, because the trade frnm that 
part comes to Brisbane and Ipswich. \Vhat is 
sauce for the goose is ""nee for the glmder. 
Already there is a coach running and a train; 
and it is quite possible for people to come right 
through from Nanango to Brisbane in one day 
by coach and rail. I think that this part of the 
Burnett-and I am quite sure the hon. member 
for Burnett will not differ from me-ought to be 
tacked on to Stanley. Then about Port Cnrtis. 
\Ye know that the country between Bundaberg 
and Gladstone is abont the finest scrub and forest 
country in Australia. It is within the rain 
belt, and therefore that rich scrub and forest 
land, when the railway is constructed throngh 
the district, will enable it to sustain a very large 
population. It has no right any longer to be 
tacked on to Rockhampton. Rnckhampton has 
kept tlmt part of Port Curtis back in the s;tme 
way that Ipswich used to keep Brisbane back 
in the early days of the colony. I was never 
a party to that, and I was the first to break 
up the bunch. I saw the injmtice of the 
thing, and when I see an injustice I am always 
the first to go to the rescue of a weak cause. I 
say this magnificent country ought not to be kept 

back any longer by Rockhampton; it should be 
tacked on to the Mulgrave district. I hope the 
Premier will see his way to do that. I would 
abo sug"gest thrct the whoie police district of Glad­
stone should be tackc<l on to Bundaberg. These 
changes will not disturb the ba.lance so 1nnch as 
the Prmnier n1ight think, becan:3e since the 
l::t,.:.;t cewms there ha8 been a la.rge increase 
of population about i\Iount i\Iorgan, which 
will tend to restore the equilibrium. I 
now cmne to the J)arling Downs group, the 
snmllest of the lot, and the only group that one 
\Y<mlcl be led to suppose there was something 
crooked about. Cmnpnring the pnpulation of 
this group with the population of \Vest l\Ioreton, 
I find tha,t at the elate of the last census, while it 
returned nine members, it had really fewer people 
than \\"est l\Ioreton-that is, C<mlparing· >1dults. 
In order to keep the nopubtion in that gronp 
I find that abont Tornvoomba there has bren a 
regular system of filching· land, north, south, 
east and wc:,t. They have actually cut off part 
of Northern D<>wns, where there is the densest 
population-about .Jondaryan, where there is 
a great number of selectors. To make up the 
population of Aubigny they have gone into 
the electorate of Stanley, now represented by 
Mr. Kellett and Mr. \Vhite, and filched away a 
large slice. They hrc ve gone along near the main 
coach road to J;~sk and taken all the magnificent 
country about the Blackbutt Range, close up to 
'l'aromeo. That country has not a very dense 
popnlation at present, but it is bound to have a 
large' popnlation settled there before very long. 

The PREJ\HJ~ R : About 100 altogether. 

The HoN. G. THORN : I say there are not 
many people there now, but there will be. 
rrhere are a good nutny already about Grow's 1"\ est. 
Then to make up the llloreton electorate, which 
commences near :Sandgate, they have again filched 
from Stanley on the other sirle, taking away the 
country about Kilcoy. I think, sir, that the 
parts filched away from Stauley to make up 
these other electorates ought to be put back 
agnin ; and I hope the Premier will allow the 
Moreton district to stand as it is. \Vhat I am 
comphining of mm is the way in which the 
1\wwomnba group has been n1ade up, land 
having been filched from the el&ctorates all 
round-from Stanley, from Dalby, and also from 
the Sonthern electorates about \V arwick. They 
ha' e actually carved out an electorate called 
Cambooytt, which comes close up to the Drayton 
boundary according to the map, in order that 
Toowoornba.. influence rnay exercise great sway 
in that distriet. There is no doubt about that; 
I can see it as plainly as possible. The hon. 
member for Toowonmba, ~fr. Aland, must not 
suppose I am not up to all these matters. There 
is not a thing und~r the sun with regard to 
dividing electorates that I am not up to. 
I can tell pretty well the natnre and sty le 
of the popubtion of those districts. ·warwick 
had nearly all the influence before, but now 
the electorates are so arranged that Too­
woomba shall have it, and not \Varwick. I 
think that is a matter that should be dealt 
with when we go into committee. Then again 
there is " Chinchilla"-"I do not like that change 
at all, sir. I do not like to see the name 
"Downs" electorate blotted out. In the olden 
days we had I'\ orthern Do\< ns, };astern Downs, 
\Vestern Downs, Darling Downs, and now it 
is proposed that there shall be no more "Downs" 
electorates. I think ":;\forthern Downs" should 
be retained, and that we should go back to 
the old boundary of Dalhy. I think that 
group of electorates should still be called 
"])owns"; I do not care what Down-:; so long 
as that name is retained. I am sure most 
people would prefer that name to "Chinchilla," 
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I find, according to the lrtst census returns, that 
the Darling Downs group of electomtes had rtn 
adult male population of 8,ii01, 'md returned 
nine n1ernbers, while the \V ARt 1lnreton group h<-LLl 
8,Gl7 adult males, so that in reality the bttcr, ac­
cording· to the old boun<larie'<, ha<lllG more adult 
rrutle~ than Darling Downs a,11cl h ss n1en1l>ers. 
I do not say th.tt \Ve,t :\Ioreton is entitled to 
1nore n1ern bers. On looking over the census 
returnR, when the rrelnier was in Enghtnd, I 
could see that, so far as \V ec·>t :\Ioreton was 
concerned, without alter;~tion of its boun­
daries, it was entitled to the same nmuber 
of members tlmt it has in a House of 
sixty-two membcro on the be~,i' of population. 
I mentioned it to tho hon. m em bel' for Bnn­
danba and many others, and uointed out thflt 
we were entitled to the 1nnnhel' of ntelnlJen.:; \Ve 
have no~,-v. That wn-.;, of conrse, hDfore vre had 
any land filchecl from us. 

The PTIEMIER: You have still seven mem­
bers. 

The HoN. G. THORN: Yes; but a reduced 
area. Now, as to the East :3-'Ioreton group. 
N erang-tlmt is part of the electorate I cnn at 
present supposed to represent-the Upper Logan. 
'N ell, sir, the people oH the Log,t~r side of Fassi­
fern desire to be severed from the Ipswich si< le of 
that electorate, but putting them with Sonth­
port is like going out of th~:~ frying-pan into 
the fire. They have nn nwre inter':,':it in cmnrnon 
with Southport th<tn they ha,-e with Ipswich. 
Part of the electorate of N emng runs to within 
ten n1iles of I p~wich, and anyone going fron1 
there to South port would have to go through the 
Loga.n electomte by road to Beenleigh, and 
thence to Southport. Instead of the Premier 
running the line e&st and \vest I would snggu.;t 
that he should run it north '"'d south, which, I 
believe, would satisfy all parties. IV ith regc,rd 
to the metropolitan ~roup, I h<tve nothing to say 
against it. I do not agree with thoHe rnf\tnbers 
who talk <tbnut the Brisbane gronp of electorates 
being over-represented. I do not think they 
are; but rather than give \Voollong·aLba a 
member I should tack it on to South Brisbane, 
and substitute a new electorate of Kangaroo 
Point, runninb· do\vn to Dough boy Creek on the 
left side of the Logan road. I sh"ll say no more 
at pre,ent, except that the more I look in to the 
Bill the more I dislike it for mnnv rerrsons. 
However, if the Pretnier will give n1e1l1ber~ smne 
liberty in committee, find not make it a party 
question, I belieYe it may be 111ade a gon<1 
measure. If it is not likely to be made a good 
one I should prefer to see eeveral e~rhlitional 
members tacked on to the North, where they are 
required, and leave the rest of the electorates 
down south with the boundaries as they are 11t 
present. 

Mr. SCOTT said: Mr. Speaker,-I intend to 
say only a few words on the Bill, and I may say 
at once that I do not like it. I agree to a con­
siderable exteut with what fell from the hon. 
m em her who last spoke. l think, if the proposed 
addition of members is made to the House, it 
will be too ]arge. It is quite large enough at 
present for the population of the colony. I 
should like to draw a little attention to the posi­
tion the Central districts occupy compared witb 
othe.r districts. According to the revised papers 
which hav-e been pbcedbefore us, the Central clis­
trict, \Vith ten UlemlJcr~, ha,R 1,237 adnlt 1naled 
for each repre~entative, [Lnd I "'vill jn-~t cn1npare 
that with the Darling Downs and \7;-;t i\lor·~ton 
group, \vhich occupy a smnewhat sirnilar positinn. 
Now, the Darling l)own.s gr~np bas 1,01j3 arlult 
males to ee~ch memLer, and at the sam8 rate 
the Central district would be entitled to twelve 
members, because if you multit>ly 1,0G3 by 12 
you get 12,756, Again, if the Central district is 

compared with \Vest Moreton, it should have 
twelve members instead of eleven, because the 
population of the former is 12,800, and the 
latter 12,·100. In either case, if you compare 
the C.-;ntral district with \V est JI.Ioreton or 
Dnrling Downs, it would be entitled to twelve 
members, whereas it io only proposed to 
give it ten. With regard to the Leichhardt 
I do not know very well what to say. I 
have not one of the large maps yet, but it 
seems to me to be cut up in a very extraordinary 
way. A large portion is taken off the northern 
end and a large portion off the southern end, and 
then again the railway has been chosen as a boun­
d;,ry, wlnch is the worst possible boundary. 

The PllE:\IIER: Only through a scrub. It 
is not the bonnrlary where there is settlement. 

Mr. SCOTT: I have another objection to the 
divi,inu. 'l'he n<lrthern part of the district is 
bnunded to a great extent by the railway. Now, 
it i' very well known that the interests of the 
per.ple on each side of a rail way are identical. 
In the ,,nne way a river is a bad boundary, be­
cause the interests of the people on each side 
arc very much alike, and I think it would be very 
much better if the boundarv were altered so as to 
ll'avethe whole of the railway for a considerable dis­
tance in the Leichbardt dist.rict. I rose principally 
to point nut the gTeat di,crepancy b~tween the 
n1nnber of 1nen1bers proposed to be g1ven to the 
Centr;,l district and the number proposed to be 
given to the Darling Downs and \Vest Moreton 
group, and I trust that may be remedied in 
committee. The ~Iinister for \Vorks, in speak­
ing, eaid that during the twenty-five years he 
had resided in the outside districts he had 
always found the wants of those districts 
attended to. I am glad to hear that that has 
been the experience of the hon. gentleman, and 
I mav add that the Leichhardt district to which 
he rders must ha Ye been well represented if the 
h<m. member was satisfied. 

Mr. NOR TON said: Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
think it necessarv to detain the House very 
long- by any rem,{rks I may wish to make on 
this Bill, because I presume the real conten­
tion '" to the details of the measure will be in 
committee, lmt I would ask the member for 
lf'a::;sifPrn to try, 'vhen speaking of n1y electorn,te 
again, to confine himself to the truth. The hon. 
uentleman represented that all the country 
lwtween Isis f-.\crnb and Gladstone is rich scrub, 
whereas nmtrly all that country is forest land. 
I know the country a little better than the hon. 
o·entlcman does and I do wish that he would be 
;;,ore careful, b~cause I am quite sure the district 
will g<~in nothing by misrepresentation. There 
are 1mtchh of very rich scrub throughout that 
conntry bnt there are also large ~treas of very rich 
land th~t is not scrub, but which are quite as 
Yalnable as scrub, and more easily cleared. It 
is an utter misrepresentation to call that scrub. 

The Hox. G. THORN: I did not say it was 
all scrub. 

J\Ir. NOR TON: The hon. member's words 
sounded very much like it. 

The Hox. G. THOR~ : I oaid rich land and 
scrnL. 

Mr. KORTON : The hon. member said what 
he did not mean. \Vith regard to the Bill itself, 
I '' ;;ree with the lender of the Opposition th:1t the 
ha'i" of rep1·e .. entation should be the adult male 
popnlatiun. I do not mean to sn.y that the Bill 
,';houltl be based wholly on that principle, but the 
voting power should lie the basis upon whit;h the 
Bill should be drawn. Of course, due considera­
tion nmst lJe given to the fact that some popu­
lous districts have a large number of women and 
children-the wives and families of electors who 
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are taxpayers ; but notwithstanding that, I still 
adhere to that one point-that the basis of the 
Bill ought to be the voting power. I also agree 
with what has been said ahmt not merelv the 
Northern di,;tricts being under-represented, as 
compared with the South, but also the Central 
district. The Central district is the worst repre­
sented of the whole lot-by far the worst-and I 
think a most unfair allotment has been given to 
the three different divisions; taking the three 
together, the Central is far the wrm;t treated of 
the whole lot. I refer particubrly to my own 
district. I think some consideration slnnld be 
shown to the identity of interests in a dis­
trict. That is quite of as much importance 
to a district as the number of representa­
tives. Now, in my own district the division 
would suit me, as a probable candidate, very 
well, but I am bound to consider the influ­
ence it would have on the people resident 
in the district. For instance, the interests of 
the people about Gladsione are not the same 
as the interests of the people near Rocklmmpton. 
Then tccke the interests of the people about 
Mount Morgan. It is quite true, if we take 
the present electoral rolls or the census returns, 
:Mount J\Iorgan has a comparatively small 
population, but everybody knows that the popu­
lation about Mount l\Iorgan is growing enor­
mously, and that it will continue to grow and it will 
maintain a large fixed population. That is one 
comideration that seems to have been overlooked. 

The PRE:VIIER : No, it has not. 

Mr. NORTO::'{: It may not have been, but it 
looks as though it had. At any rate I take it 
that if an increase is to be given in the number 
of members, a locality such as J\Iount JYiorgan, 
where the population is increasing so rapidly, 
ought to be given a separate representative. Uf 
course I do not mean to say that :Mount J\iorgan 
ought at present to have a representative for itself, 
but it might be combined with Crocodile Creek. 
There the interests of the population are, generally 
speaking, the same; they are a rn[ning commu­
nity. Now, sir, I do not undervalue a n1ining 
community at all. I do not make any com­
)Jarison betwPen them and the agricultural 
interest, bemtuse the agricultural interest is as 
valuable in its way as the mining interest is in 
its way ; but I would point to the fact that the 
colony has lately and on former occasions been 
almost entirely dependent on the mining com­
munity to maintain its position. 'l'he mining 
community have staved off disaster. Gympie 
staved off one disaster, and mining is now staving 
off a disaster. I say, therefore, that to the 
mining community we owe for what it has 
already done, and fur what it is likely 
to do, as much as we owe to any other 
interest in the whole colony. I point that out, 
because the country round about Gladstone 
and towards Bundaberg has not the same 
intere,ts as the locality I have referred to. 
Although in the district around about Gladstone 
there is a number of miners, and that number is 
largely increasing ; at the same time their pro­
portion, compared with the rest of the population, 
is not so great as the proportion of the miner.s 
on the Crocodile and lviount M organ. Then the 
localities round G lads tone are not fairly treated 
under thi, Bill for other reasons. The popula­
tion is not large now, but that is not the 
fault of the people there ; it has been de­
creased in the first instance by the con­
struction of the railway, which cuts off all 
the traffic which used to come from the 
vV estern districts, and in the next place by the 
construction of the line tu J\Iount Perry, which 
takes from Gladstone a large amount of traffic 
from the South. Therefore it is hardly fair, now 
that the effect of the construction of those two rail-

ways has been to decrease the trade of the Port 
Curtis district, to say that because the district 
is not more populous, it shall be treated as a 
portion of a big electoro.te, and overshadowed by 
it. If the Government had carried out their 
prmnise, 1nade nwre than once in connection 
with the rail way from Port Cnrtis to Bundaberg·, 
the population in the district wou!tl even now be 
very much larger. I see the ::\linister for \Vorks 
is laughing. He always laughs in the wrong 
place ; of course he cannot see beyond the 
present. .A.t one tirno he vie\v1_:d with great dis­
f:wour the Spl"ingsure railway; but when he 
wanted to be re-elected he found it to his interest 
to advocate the construction of that line, and I 
take it that if he represented Port Curtis, and 
found that he had something to gain by advoca­
ti:n6 the railwa,y to Bundaberg, ho would be as 
favoumbl~e to that line as anyone else. It is not 
merely a line from 13:mdaberg to Ghdstone, but 
it is a line joining the mo··t northern port from 
which tmffic will come overland from the North 
and from the other si< le of the world. It is the 
line by which the traffic will be carried which is 
made up of those numerous travellers who for 
various re ,sons prefer to land at the earliest 
opportunity after a sea voyage and complete 
their journey by rail. If, as I said before, the 
J\Iinistcrial promises had been kerJt with regard 
to that line, there would, even at the present 
time, have been a largely increased population in 
the district, and in fairness to the people there, I 
feel bound to urge that now as a reason why they 
should not betreo,tedasitis proposed to treat them. 
I am not prepared to make any distinct recom­
mencbtion as to an alteration of the boundaries ; 
but I may say that at a meeting call~d at Port 
Curtis a short time ago the people objected most 
decidedly to being thrown into a larger district, 
wherein the repree<entation of the other portion 
would entirely overawe and overrule the repre­
sentation of their side. I mention that merely 
as one case; but there are other districts 
in which just the same defects exist ; and 
it appears to me as if, in some instances 
in which I know something of the localities, 
the object has been to arrange electoral dis­
tricts with clashing intere't', in order that the 
electors themselves might be at a disadvantage 
and he set squabling· amongst themselves. I do 
not know whether party or political reasons exist 
for the boundaries which have been made; but I 
give the hon. gentleman who fixed them credit 
for having shown great skill. At the same time 
I am not surprised that so many bon. members 
have already objected to the alterations made in 
the districts they represent. 

The PRE:VIIER: No one has suggested any 
improvement. 

Mr. KORTOi\ : No doubt the hon. gentle­
man thinks no one is capable of suggesting any 
improvement, but I think he will hear a good 
many suggestions when the Bill is considered 
in committee ; and he has already heard it 
suggested that there should be an increase in 
the Northern and Central constituencies. It is 
impossible in discussing the question in this 
manner to define boundaries, or say how they 
should be altered, but I suppose hon. members 
will claim the right to do so when in committee. 
So far as the Bill is concerned, I do not see 
any objection to the second reading, however, 
because we have all maintained that the sooner 
a new Electoml Bill becomes law the better it will 
be for the country. 

Mr. STEVEXS said: Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
agree with those hon. members who think that 
the principle of this Bill ought to hA entirely on 
the basis of adult population. I think there are 
many othe.r things which should be considered. 
Adult population should be a very important 
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factor, but I think that the gross population, 
the n:ttural chamcteristics of the country, and 
the identity of interests should be also well 
considered. If not, I think very great injustice 
may be done. For instance, I think it would 
be absurd to take a new golclfield or a rush, 
and treat it in the sctme way as a district 
which h>ts been settled for m>tny years by 
what might be called a permanent popu­
lation. After a very short time a me m her 
elected to repr0:mnt such a district, where a new 
rush had taken place, might find himself simply 
representing a few t;quatters, all the digg-ers 
having ptccked up their traps and moved away 
from the field altogether. Then again, unless 
we consider the gross population we shall be doing 
a great injustice to those who in the course of a 
year or two will be adults and have a vote in the 
representation of the country. I think these 
things shonld be very gravely taken into con­
sideration, as they require just as much atten­
tion as the question of atlult population. So 
far as the number of members is concerned, 
I do not think it a matter of very grer~t 
consequence. I do not see thr~t there is any 
reason to suppose that a House containing 
sixty-eight members will be" worse House than 
one containing fifty-nine mmnbers, and the 
increa.se is not a very gr{'at one. I an1 free to 
admit that if the majority of those nine addi­
tiomtl members should talk as repeatedly as 
some hon. members at present in the House­
members who jump up on every possible occa­
sion, and seem to think thtct they only have the 
right of carrying on debates-I say I am free to 
admit that it would be a very great evil. But 
then it is just as likely that some of them might 
be of a very different description, and of very 
great benefit in toning down some of what 
I may call the thoroughly irrepressible and 
exuberant members. I notice that some of the 
speakers, while stating th11t they did not think 
the number of members should be increased, 
advoc;;ted that there should be more members 
given to other parts of the colony; but they did not 
point out what distncts should have the proposed 
additional members taken away. With regard to 
the division of the Logan electorate, I may say 
that it meets with a great deal of disfavour 
there. 'fhose of my constituents who •trd 

situated in the western portion of it, ant1 a1Bo 
those in the adjoining electorate of l?assifern, 
think that if the elcctomte iB formed as pro­
posed by the Bill, and called the Logan dis­
trict, there will he very little identity of 
interests between the persons in that elec­
torate. :For instance, there is a large population 
residing about Beauclesert, Tambourine, and the 
surrounding- district; and there is :t large popu­
lation at Recllanrl Bay, and also at Goodna. 
If we only look at those three point.s we shall see 
they have not the sli;ihtest identity of interests. 
They are like the three points of a triangle, each 
having· an intere.st entirely different from the 
others. However, that is purely a matter of detail, 
So far as the Bill is concerned I am quite 
prepared to :tccept it upon its second reading. I 
do not know whether there is any intention of 
dividing upon it ; but if it com~s to a di:'ision I 
shall vote for the second rendmg, leavmg the 
question of considering the distribution until we 
are in committee. 

Mr. ADAMS said: Mr. Speaker,-So far as 
I am concerned I do not think there is much to 
complain of in the Bill. But I fancy the divi:;ions 
might have been better made than they are. 
For instance, throwing the Isis Scrub into the 
Bnrnett electorate will make that electorate 
very unwieldy indeed, and I think it wonld 
bave been much better if the his Scrub had 
been included in the electorate of Mulgmve. 
That would not interfere with the number of the 

population inasmuch as the Eidswold mines are 
turning out excellently, and I anticipate that 
in a short time there will be a large popu· 
lation. I know that at present there are 
700 people there. That ought to have been 
taken into consideration, and if the divisicn 
were made "'" I suggest, it would be far 
wi,er and far better for many reasons. The 
interests of the part proposed to be added to the 
Burnett are identical with the interests of the 
J'l1nlgrave electorate as a whole. Then, again, the 
Bundaberg electorate is cut up in such a way 
that it will be almost impossible, or it will take a 
vast amount of tronble at any rate, to ascertain 
correctly where the boundary will be. It goes 
from selection to selection, and is not a direct line. 
I am told that in one part of it, the vVoongarra 
Scrub, it cuts a selection right in two; so that 
the occupiers or owners of that property will 
hardly know which electorate they are in. Had 
the line been taken in the first instance from the 
mouth of the Burnett and run up the western 
boundary of the municipality of Bundaberg, 
from there south to the Elliott Hiver, and 
then down to the mouth of the Elliott, or 
taken to the sea-coast at the mouth of 
the Burnett, it would have made a very 
nice compact electorate, and I believe the 
population would have had equal advantages. 
At the present time, sir, I would only mention 
one or two things in connection with the schedule, 
because I know other tJoints will come before 
us in committee if the Bill pass its second 
reading, as I have no doubt it will. I think it 
is my dnty to point out a few discrepancies in 
the scherlules, so that the hon. gentleman in 
charge of the Bill may have them rectified before 
it cornes on for discussion in con11nittee. :For 
instance, in the schedule defining the electorate 
of Bundaberg, I find it is said in the last two 
lines:-

" Thence by a line due north along the eastern 
boundary of portion 17 to the left bank of the lhtzroy 
lUver." 
If we have to go to the month of the Fitzroy we 
'hall take the whole electorate of Port Curtis 
in with us. 'fherefore I imagine that this is 
merely a clerical error, and instead of its being 
the left bank of the Fitzroy River, it should be 
the left bank of the Burnett River. I merely 
mention the matter that it may be rectified. 
'fhen I find in the schedule defining the electoral 
di~trict of l\Iulgrave, it say8-

" Commencing on the cast coast of the colony at the 
sonth-eastern corner of portion 1,210, parish of Banks." 
:Now, there is no parish of Banks, and therefore 
it cannot commence there. That ought to have 
been the parish of Barr. Further on it says-
" And bonnded thence by the son"LhrTn watershed of 
the Ellioi.t River sontll-\vesterly to the hoa<l of that 
riYer; thence by n li.ne nortlt-\vestcrly to ~he Burn~tt 
ltiver at the south-\vestcrn corner of portwn 1, pansh 
of l~lectra; thence b,\' that river downwards to the 
confluence of the Perry River." 
:Now, the Perry Hiver being about forty miles 
up the river, I do not think you will find it by 
uoino· clown the river. Therefore I think that 
fs an"other typographical error. Then it goes on­
" llv that rivu· and south-\vestcrn boundary of \Yarra 
Jln{l to the Hnrnett Range." 
I believe that instead of being \Varra Run it 
should have- been \Valla Run-
" lJv that range an1t the range forming ihe northern 
\'(, al:ershccl of the Kolan Itiver north-westerly and 
easterly to the heacl of Stony Creek." 

I think that is another typogmphical error. 
These schedules should be corrected so that we 
may know exactly the lines on which we have to 
travel. I merely mention these few errors, :Mr. 
Speaker so that the gentleman in charge of the 
Bill ma'y rectify. them before they go into c~m· 
mittee. I know It would be far more economical 



630 Electoral Districts Bill. [ASSK\'IBLY.] Electoral Districts Bill. 

for the country, and far more easy for the 
gentlemen who have to work up the electoral 
rolls, if the electors were di vicled as I say­
that is, leaving the Isis Scrub in the J\InlgT<tve 
electorate and taking· the left bank of the Hmnett 
a• the boun(bry of the l3undrtber;;· elcctomtP. 
Taking it thence to the Elliott and dmm the 
Elliott to the sea-co;>st, nnd up the sea-coast to 
the Burnett River, would form an elector cte that 
would be far easier worked in every way. I 
I think this sugg-estion is well worth the con­
sideration of the hon. gentleman in charge of 
the Bill, and one that should receive attention 
before we go into connrlittee. 

Mr. DICKSON &aid: Mr. Speaker,-I have 
only had an opportunity of seeing the Bill this 
evening, and therefore I arn not in a po3ltion 
to go very fully into the matter. The tables 
of statistics showing the distribution of the 
population among the various electomte; 
require some time to check them, and to 
ascertain whether the distribution is fair and 
equitable. However, I believe thttt the Premier 
has taken very great pains with the measure, 
and I think both sides of the House will give 
him credit for a desire to put before the c~nntry 
a Redistribution Bill which will give adclitioual 
representation to various parts of the colony, and 
which has not been framed with a view to any 
party lines. I think it may fairly be stated that 
the hon. gentleman has taken extreme pains 
with the measure, and the result, so far tts 
can be seen from a cursory reading, is a v~ry 
creditable attempt to deal with a question 
of very great difficulty in a country like 
this, where the population is shifting, and the 
census at each quinqnenniun1 necessitate::; nn 
entire redistribution of representation through­
out the colony. I am not going to enter into the 
question as to the basis of repreoentation­
whether it should be solely ba-.ed on the male 
adult population or not--but I me~y say that I 
am inclined to think that we are hardly ripe for 
the male adult population solely being taken as 
a basis for representation. \Ve must fairly con­
sider the que,tion of the settled population am! 
the gTadual development of the country, ancl 
also the local and phy~ical conditiom of the 
country. We cannot entirely overlook such 
considerations as these in a matter of 
this sort. My only regret in connection 
with the measure is that a scheme could 
not be framed without enla.rg·ing the JH'("-)ent 
number of members to any considerable 
extent. 1 think it would ha.-e been more satis­
factory to the country g-enerally if we could hct ,.e 
dispensed with the nine additional members pro­
posed, but I "ay this clearly: that we must either 
accept the Bill as a whole or reject it. It it> 
framed in such a way that I do not think we can 
attempt to amend anv one district withont dis­
turbing the balance of pormlation thronr;hout the 
colony, and I nm therefore content to accept the 
n1easure even \Vith the addition of the nine 
members, though. as I have sn,id, I won],j h'we 
much preferred it if that number cunlcl ha,·e 
been reduced. The country has, I think, some 
difficulty at the ]Jresent time in finding- fifty-ni11e 
members, and the difficulty of finding rep re" n­
tatives will no doubt be incrusod by the addi­
tional mern'bers. It iP, lwwever, gra.tif.ving tn 
see that the remote districts of the colony, the 
Northern districts particularly, will have 'a con­
siderably larger proportion of l'OlJl'8R8ntatiOl1 1 

and although it might not be as large as they 
might wish, still I think we may accept it as a 
very fair instalment, and as evidence of a cle•1ire 
on the part of the Gm-ernment to recogni"e the 
requirements of the North with respect to jt,; 
representation in Parliament. I trust that the 
Bill will pass, and I believe it will, because I 
think hon. members will agree with me that 

although it may not be in every respect 
what we shonltl like, yet to amend it would 
clistnrb the l1ahnce of the several electorates. 
I do not tLinh: 1ve crtn inqn·ove it very 1nuch. I 
a1n of OlJiuion that it iR ,h:;.;irable to have a 
l{ecE~trilmtion Bill passed this session before ''Te 
go to the country, and I a.n1 inclined to think 
that the pret>ent Hill will be a decided improve­
Inent 11}Jon thP exi:.;;ting dt<1te of things. I do 
hope that when the Bill does pas<, and the new 
electoral rolls are framer], g-reater care \Vill be 
exercise l in cmnpiHng thcur than \VaR shown on 
the occa;;ion of the last purging of the electoral 
rolls. 'rhere is no doubt that the rolls, of bte, 
have not received that attention which they 
ought to he~ve receiver], nor have claimants for 
re~istratinn been orlmitted as freely as I think 
thry ought to ha.-e been. I will not say whose 
Lmlt it has been, but it appears to me that the 
clerks of petty sc:'r'ion;; have shown somewhat 
of o!Jstructivenefis and disinclination to admit as 
freely as they ought to have done chirmmts for 
registmti•m on the electoral rolls. I have been told 
tha,t allout Bri~b:tne no clainr CJ1ll be adrnittecl 
where the clnirna,nt do..;s not distinctly give in his 
npplic.•.tion the number of the allotment and sub­
division not only on which his house is erected, 
but aleo the house in which he has ro•ided as a 
lodg-er for the past six months. I think that is a 
Yory fri \-olous and narrow objection, and it seeu1s 
to uw that unle~ ~ fresh instructions are issued to 
clerks of petty sessions in the compilation of the 
next rolls, we shall have very imperfect rolls under 
which the general el0ctinnB will be taken. I 
think this m.,tter ought not to be oyerlooked 
in acceptjng this irnportnnt measure, and that 
the new roll.; shonld be so framed that they will 
contain, not only the m\mcs of all those electors 
on the present rolls, but alRo that no difficulty 
shoul<l be placed in the way of regi'·•tering the 
nmnes of a large number of the population of this 
mlony, who are at prm:ent excluded from the 
franchise ~;irnply through their clain1 having 
been sent in with ROD!€ s1n::1.Jl ornission of 111inor 

clet<tils R< to the exact site of their qualifications. 
Therefore wltile, as I h1we se~id, the Bill may 
not be all that h(m. m em hers wonld like to 
see it, and \Vhile onr elc.:::torrttes rnay be 
ca,n-ed and bac!~e<l ahnut in a \vay that ~on1e~ 
what disconcerts us at pres:mt, I think that, 
in ', iew of the necefyJity of increased representa~ 
tinn in the colony and in view of a general 
el~ctiou, the Bill may be rtcr.eptell as it stands, 

I see clearly that to amend it in any one 
part, it iu e\ er .so trifling a 1n~tter, will nece~~ 
sit<tte the readjnsl ment of the balance of repre­
sentation throughout the whole of the diviBions 
which are intended to be establishetl by the Bill. 
Fnckr thl'se circmnstancec; I ''hall support the 
Bill a, it stflnds, hut I slutll be prepctrecl to giYe 
fair cnnRidH·n.t-ion to any repre:;entationR that 
ma.v be n1::vle \rith reNpcct to it in counnittee. 
J\s I hasn already f'tated, tb~ Bil1, to my 
n1ind, is a very crcilitnble production, ancl ~ho\vs 
very grc·~t pains on the pa.rt of the Pre111ier. 

Mr. BLACK said: :\fr. Spe,"ker,-·The views 
expreRsed 1Jy the hon. n~cn1Uor for Enoggern, vvho 
ha.s ju~t ~at (1own, are just those vie\vs which I 
shonlrl oxpe:;ct hmn ::t gentle1nan representing, I 
n1n:v s<:ty, the 1netropolis, for his ell'ctorate i8 in­
clnrled in one of the tnetrpnqlitan di,-;trictN. The 
hon. gentleman stated thrtt.he was not only pre­
pared to accept the Bill, lmt ha ,Jid not wish to 
alter it in anyway. Hef'aysthat, on behalf ofthe 
electorate that he represents, he will accept it in 
glouo, anrl dueH not even wish to amend it in com­
mittee, becan··e he thinks >tny attempt to amend 
it" ould have injurious effects; so that if it were 
distinctly shown that there were defects in the 
measure, am! that the outside districts did not 
receive that fair consideration to which they 
were entitled, he would not be prepared to 
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remedy those defects becau.,e it would probably be 
at the cost of some metropolitan electomte, and 
mi~ht distnrb the balance of representation pro­
,·iclecl by the Bill. It ha.s been alwnvs umlerstnncl 
that one great cn,use of complaint. in the lll<Jre 
northern porti·ms of the colony w .eo thnt of inade­
quate repl'esentation; that was one of the f,'TOunds 
on which the petition was based that we sent home. 
It states-I am readin~ now from the Premier's 
report on the separation petition sent home to 
Sir Henry H0l!ttnd-at page 4 the Premier 
Rtates, ~ts one of the grounds for desiring a divi­
sion of the colony-

" n.) That ~m·thern districts have not due repre­
sentation in Pa1·liament.'' 
Then, at page 9 of the report, in referring to the 
question of redistribution, he Mys :-

"I mav mention in this connection that the Govern­
ment haVe long Elince intimated. their intention of pro­
posing a redistribution of electoral representation, as 
soon as the results of the cemms of ln.::t \'ear had 
afforded them the nccc,~,;;,ary information for th<Lt 
purpose. The returns which are e~sential to enable 
Parliament to deal \Yith the subject are now nearly 
cornplete, and it is proposed to introduce the Bill in the 
sess1on of the prescu t ye m·." 

This Bill is the result, and, so far as I c<Ln see, 
the evils comph1inecl of-w11uely, centr·aliscttion 
down here in Brisbane, and the overwhelming 
weight which the southern part of tbe colony 
l>P.s ,;]ways bad-are not met; and it is now prn­
lJDsed to increase these objection.' by the Bill 
before the He use. In the year 1885 the House was 
composed of fifty-five members, and it was in 
answerto the repeated dcm«nds of the North that 
the number was then increa,secl by four members 
to fifty-nine. But the proportion of representa­
tion between the southern and northern parts 
of the colony remained practically the same, for, 
whilst the North certainly got two additional 
members, the South also got two additional 
members, and the balance of power remained 
just about the same as it was before. Let us se8 
how this Bill is going to :tffect that revresenta­
tion. I maintain that it puts the Xorth in a 
far worse position than they are in at lJreBent. 
It is quite true that this Bill proposes to ~ive the 
North four a<lditiomtl members, to which it ie 
fairly entitled, but it '1lso proposes to gi,'e the 
South five :tdditional member,;, and fonr of those 
five are to L"J given to Brisbane and East ~lore­
ton, and the fifth one, \Vhich is given to Darling 
Downs, is taken away from the Central district, 
a pttrt of the colony which has alw:1ys :octed in 
concert, as far as it conscientiously could, with 
the :North. 

The PREMIER: \Ve take one aw:ty from 
Darling Downs. \Ve do not giv~ thern one. 

l\fr. BLACK: The hon. gentleman is correct 
in one respect. At present the Ihrliug Downs 
group has nine n1ernberf.~ 7 and it i::; to haYO eight. 
The \V est 1Ioreton group renwins the ,,anic-~ 
seven, as ag<tin~t EF~Yen at present. The I~ast 
:1\-Ioreton group i8 increaseU by three 1nernber.s. 
They have six at pre,;cnt, and it is cont~mpLttcd 
no\v to give then1 three additional n1ernber.s. 
The n1etropolitan group, at present returning six 
n1en1bers, iH to have seven. I vvill ann.}yse this 
East 11oreton group. It is [Lllnm..;t entirely, I 
maintain, to be inclmled in the :Metropolitan 
group. There are Bulhnh'l, Enoggera, Nnndrd1, 
Oxley, Toornbul, 3,nd Toovvong, and Sllrely these 
might all be called metropolitan conotitucncies. 
They haye thorough identity of intetests with 
the ~fetropolitan gronp, conHL..;ting of North a,nd 
South Brisb:me, Fortitude Valley, and \Voollon­
gabba. If we take the adult population of 
Logan, Moreton, and Nerang, which 1nay he 
considered ontside constituencies, we shall find 
that the adult male pnpnlation of the East 
Moreton ~roup, without these three, amounts to 
8,165, If we add that 8,165 adult males to the 

14,421 of the fonr metropolitan electorates we 
shall get a total of 22,58G, returnin~ thirteen 
ruember,s, or one member for eYery 1, 737 adult 
nw le>'. 'The way in which the return is made out 
shows tlmt the metropolitan constituencies only 
return one member for every 2,0li0 adult males, 
whereas in reality, as I have pointed out, they 
return one member forevery1,7~l7. In themetro­
polit:tn electorates, and of course I include the 
electorates in11nediately surrounding Brisb:-tne, I 
say that considering the facility with which the 
people in those electorates can bring any com­
plaint before the Government, and can bring 
pressure to bear upon any Government here, 
I consider they are getting far m'lre representa­
tion than they are entitled to, and this is att:tined 
entirely by the sacrifice of the Central and 
Northern electorates. If any electorates are 
deserving of consideration, or deserving to be in 
any way over-repreoented, I think they are cer­
tainly thoFe which are at a very great distance 
from Bri "bane, and I especially refer to the 
extreme Northern electorates. \Yhf'll we ana­
lyse this a little more, we find that on the 
basis of representation according to the number 
of adult nmles, 1,399, or say 1,400 adult males, 
are sufficient to entitle a Northern com<titu­
ency to return one member. Surely the more 
Southern electorates should not return a member 
for less than that, and that they CPrtainly do. 
The Central cli vision returns one for every 1, 281 
adult males, that is 120 less than are required 
to return a representative in the Northern 
division. In the \Vide Bay and Burnett dis­
trict 1,200 adult males are considered suffi­
cient to justify nne member being returned 
as against 1,400 in the North. \Vhy is that? 
Then we come to the Darling Downs group, 
and I am sure hon. members will admit 
that the representatives of that part of 
the colony are well able to take care of 
themselves, and do study the interest of that 
part of the colony and their own electorates, and 
yet we find that over 1,0()3 adult males in that 
group are entitled to the return of one represen­
tative, as a~ainst 1,400 in the North. Is there 
any reason fer that? Then we come to the \Vest 
lVIoreton group, a bunch of Hix electonttes all 
close to Brh•bane, and there 1,128 adult nutles 
are considered sufficient to justify them in retm·n­
ing a representative. Thns again, we see thiN over­
repre~eutation in the South, and, as I 1naintain, 
inadequate represenbtion in the North. 'The 
Ea~.st ~\Ioreton gr,ntp, in the wtty the electorates 
rLre put down here, includes Logrrn, Th1oreton, a.nd 
Nemng, and they will return one melllber for 
e;-ery 1, 3Gl adult males, still ,1 little under what 
is all\1Wed for the return of a representative in the 
X«rthem eltdorates. I contBnd that this Rocli.o­
trilmtinn Bil1, a~ fnr 8.S the Xorth is concerned, 
m a v rank with the other Bills which the hon. the 
PrBmier has brought in this ses:-;ion as likely to re~ 
lievBthf' (\ orth of grievances which the~" have been 
undonlJtecJly suffering under for some time. It 
will do nothing of the sort. It is <1nite true that 
it gives an additional fonr members to the Xorth. 
It is also quite true that it ~ives my own elec­
torate an additional member, but speaking from 
a K orthern point of view, and considering that 
this Bill is supposed to be brought in to remedy 
the inequality of representation ~xistiug up to 
the pre.sent time in the North, when the N Nth 
returns one member for every 1,230 adult males, 
whereas the Sonth return" one member for every 
1,000, this Bill will do nothing to redress that 
undoubted gTievancc. \Vhat I should have 
preferred to see, 11r. Speaker, was an Additional 
Members Bill to give additional representation 
to the X orth nn til the electoral rolls could have 
been properly compiler!, which they are not at 
r1resent ; and then from time to time, as necessity 
required it, to add another member to constitu-
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encies which, having sufficiently expanded, were 
deserving of consideration. There is no pro­
vision whatever made in the Bill for a district 
like that which we hcwe in the extreme north, 
known as Croydon. That is in the Carpentaria 
division, which is to have one member. But I [\Ill 

informed that there are over 6,000 people alremly 
at Croydon ; and although the Minister for 
"\Vorks does not think the mining pnpulation is 
deserving of snch consideration as the agricul­
tural population, I do not think the people of 
the North will hold that view. Contributing 
largely as they do to the revenue they will 
consider, I imagine, that they are entitled 
to proportionate representation in accordance 
with the revenue they contribute. That is a 
point that has been entirely ignored by pre\ ions 
speakers, as tu whether contribution to the 
revenue is not to be some basis for representa­
tion. I may mention to hon. members that the 
North-and when I say the North I am using 
the expression from a separation point of vimv-· 
the North contributes one-fourth of the entire 
revenue of the colony-that is an asuertrrinecl 
fact-it contributes nearly oae-third of the whole 
Customs duty, and yet it is only to have abont 
one-fifth of the representation. It is to get fourteen 
members out of the sixty-eight. The ::'<orth is un­
doubtedly entitled to far greater consideration 
from this House than it has ever received 
before or than it is likely to receive by this Bill 
when it becomes law. Under it it will still Le 
overwhelmed by the Southern vote, and even if 
the Central vote is thrown in with the North 
it will then have only twenty-four votes, as against 
forty-four in the South. This Bill tends more to 
centralisation than any Bill we have yet had 
before us, and it in no way does away with the 
necessity for territorial separation. It will show 
the electors in the K orth how useless-notwith­
standingthe promiseofthe Government to clo equal 
justice to all parts of the colony-it is to expect 
justice when they see such manifest injuBtice as 
this forced upon them, and it will do more than 
anything else to make the people more deter­
mined to go in for territorial separation. They 
want son1ething more than nwre pron1ise"~ ; they 
want to see some of those promises carried into 
effect. I can see, lYir. Speaker, that it is the 
intention of hon. members to allow this Bill to go 
to a second reading. Do not let them suppose that 
the North is going to be deceived by such a half­
and-half-such a cold-blooded-attempt as this 
Bill is to pacify them. There is nothing in it 
that will remedy theirgrievanceofunder-represen­
tation. The population of theN orth is inereasing 
at a most rapid rate. 

The PREMIER: How many memLers ought 
Mackay to have-four or five? 

Mr. BLACK: If the hon. gentleman will onlv 
keep quiet, he will, no doubt, have an oppor­
tunity of replying to me later on. The hon. 
member knows that there is justice in m 81'." 

word I have said ; indeed, there is anq,]( evi­
dence of that in tl1e irritation he shows when he 
hears the facts I am relating. 'rhe hon. gentle­
man will give me credit when I say that I ha ,-e 
never had a single worcl of conversation with 
him about giving an additional member to 
J\iackay. I arn not discnsHing thiR nwasnre, 
as many other members have done, from 
any personal point of view- how it will 
please their own constituencies, and utterly 
ignoring the rest of the community. I am not 
speaking here with a view of my electorate 
getting an additional member ; I am speaking 
solely from the point of view of a Northern 
member-not necessarily as the m em her for 
lYiackay-as one of those Northern members who 
have seen, year after year, the injustice which 
the North has been subjected to by the South, 

and who are m me convinced than ever that nothing 
!Jut tenitorinJ separation can ever remedy it. 
Southern rnen1bers do not under:5ta.nd, nor do 
:Southern elect/JrN understand, the requiren1ents 
of the Xnrth. ,-rlwy know nothing about the1n. 
llow verv fe\v lll8111her~ hnve ever been north of 
Townsvifle! They 1n;1y read somt:thing in the 
prt)!etsabuut the North, although very little indeed 
is ever reported in the Sonthel'll J,apers about the 
Korth. In fact, hem. llleinbers are living in a 
sort of fools' paraclise, brought about mainly by 
th0 hon. the junior member for North Brisbane, 
who on one JnenlOI'<1,ble occasion said the North 
h<1d neither money nor brains; and they think 
theN orth will be soothed by the passing of this 
Bill. 'l'he ineqn:tlity in the representation will 
be just as great when this Bill, in its present 
fonr1, l1ecome.., law as it is now ; and the 
centrali~~ttion which it pronwtes Ly giving to 
Bd.sbaue and the metropolitan districts greater 
representation than ever they had before will 
Ly-and-Ly work upon all the other constitu­
encies. If any diotricts should have less represen­
t,ttion it is thoo0 very cliotricts in the South to 
w hi eh the Premier proposes by this Hill to give 
additional representation. I shall not oppose the 
second readin" of the Bill ; it would be useless 
to do so. If I saw I was likely to get any support 
from the other side-if they looked at the ques­
tion floom the point of view tbat I do-that is, 
from a Qneensland point of view, instead of 
merely from a Southern point of view-I would 
ask them to join me in endeavoul'ing to throw 
the Bill out. But it shall not be laid to my 
blame if the Bill is defeated; it shall not be 
said that I compelled the Government to go 
to the country without a RedistriLntion Act. I 
say again that the vresent Bill, so far from 
remedying any of the grievances the North has 
suffered under for many years through under­
representation, will do nothing of the sort; and 
if the North will be s"'tisfied with it, I am very 
1nuch n1ista.ken. 

Mr. ALAJ'."D said : Mr. Speaker,-Perhaps 
I ought tu be di,satisfied with this Redistribution 
Bill, because a portion of the district I represent 
not only has not hacl adLlitional representation 
g-iven to it, but has had one of its memLers 
taken awa~~ frmn it. I recogni:-~e the very great 
ditliculty there must be in preparing a scheme 
for recli~tribution, and I for one say, as far as rny 
light goe8, that the rrdnier ha~ brought in a 
fairly reasonr~hle Bill, and one which hon. mem­
berH onght not, I think, to ca..rp Yery n1uch at. 
~l"'his Bill is very rnnch ln{e a Treasurer's 
staten1ent. It iti 'lxtsecl UlJOn figureR, a .. nd we 
kno·w tfwt figures can be u "eel in ev::ry 
poi:<sible way. 011e person nuty 1nake a set 
of figure:-~ 1-'l'OYe one thiug, 'Jnd another person, 
purhaps n1ore e'Cpert, will make the sanw figure~ 
prove smnething else. rrhe hon. lnernber for 
:\Lcckay h'"' of cnm·,;e, looked at this Bill from, 
I nmy sa.y, a pnrdy t;eparrLtion point of view, 
lllhl hrr.s tried to point ont-perha]" ha.~ pointerl 
o;Jt, though not t•J me-that under it the Xorth 
i.-; reall~,~ bciug trc,1_ted \Yith very grave in~ 
.inetice. In confimmtion of what he stated 
he eo m pared the fig·ures of the X orthern divi­
~;ion \dth the iigures of \Vest :1\Ioreton, 
Eccst Moreton, and the .iYiotropolitan group. 
)J ow, I did_ the f.1rtrne thing, and fnnn the way 
I worker! the figures out I think the North has 
nothing at all to comphtin of, but that rather 
the southern lJortion of the colony by this Bill 
would not have the same proportionate repre­
sentation as the X orth. Taking the \V est 
1\Ioreton group and the East 1\1oreton group and 
the :\-Ietropolitan group, one member represents 
0,522 of the total population, or a male adult 
population of l,GO~l. ComJ'aring that with the 
Northern division, we find that they have one 
member for 3,-177 as against 5,522, and one for 
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1,300 as against 1,503. Of course there is a 
difference of opinion as to what should constitute 
a proper basis of repre,.;entation ; but the nor­
thern portion of the colony has buen well servc'cl 
whether we tttke it on the total or merely on tl1e 
adult male population. I hold thttt the adnlt 
mttle population does not form the ]>roper basis. 
I think that ''omen and children are to be con­
sidered in this <]Uet>tion ; and I hold tlmt a man 
with a wife and family ought to be reckoned a·; 
far more important in the State than the man 
\Vho has none. He has proportionately a greater 
stake in the colony, and he has a right, and his 
wife and family have a right, to be properly 
represented in the Padiament of the country. 
Now, the hon. mer11ber forFassifern nmde some of 
his usual funny remarks about the way in which 
the elector~tteH have bet'n "engineered." He con1-
plained very sorely that a portion now belong­
ing to Stttnley has been taken from that electo­
rate and added on to Aubigny. I think anybody 
looking at the lay of the country will at once 
recognise the fairness of adding that por­
tion to Aubigny; it is on the same line 
of railway, and if I mistake not it is on 
the same side of the range. At all events 
Grow's Kest always appeared to me to belong to 
the Darling Downs district. I hope thi.s Bill 
will not only pass its second reading, but will 
pass through cmrnnittee in pretty much the same 
form ai• it now stands. I recognise with the 
hon. member for Enoggera the difficulty there is 
in amending a Bill of this kind; when once we 
begin to alter the boundaries of electorates I do 
not.know where it will end. 

Mr. STEVEKSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
think the hon. member who has just sat down 
has a very funny mode of calculation. He tells 
us that taking into consideration the total popu­
lation, the Northern and \V e'tern districts are 
represented--

l\Ir. ALAKD: Mr. Speaker,-I must correct 
the hon. member. I did not make any calcula­
tion of the \V estern districts; I werely took the 
Northern districts. 

Mr. STEVENSON: I beg the hon. member's 
pardon. He tellt> us that the Korth, nnrler this 
Bill, even taking the adult population alone into 
consideration, will be equally wellrepre,entedwith 
the South. \Veil, sir, let us bke his own con­
stituency. The electomte of Drayton and Too­
womnba is to be represented by t11 o n1e1nbers, 
having- an adult population of l,G!JO; and the 
Burke is to be repl'Coente<l by one member, 
having a popubtion of 2,01)3. \Vherc the pm­
Portionate representation comes in there I e,1nnot 
understand. I think the South has very mnch 
the best of it. The hon. member argues about 
the Xorthern men as if none of thent had any 
wiveR or fan1ilies. Do we not know tha.t many 
of the pionoerN of the c:onntry are doing ha.rd 'York 
outside and keeping theit wivc~ a.n(l fa.nlilies 
in Brisbane or son1e other of the coa:-;t to'" ns? 
Do they not contribute to the l'opulation of 
Brisbane and other coast towns as well as those 
who live here? \Ye know that those who are 
bearing the burden r,nd heat of the day outside 
have at very great expensr> to keep their wiveq 
and f."tmilies in towns, for the sake of getting 
education for their children for one thing, and 
~ometin1es because they are living such a rough 
life that they cannot h:we their families with 
them. I think they ought to have more con­
sideration on account of that, because if they 
had their wives and families with them they 
would have some share of the representation that 
is coming- to the South, and the South would 
be deprived of it. That is taking it on the 
population basis, even admitting· that to be a 
fnir basis, which I do not admit. The hon. 
member for Mackay has clearly shown that 

the North, so far from getting more fair 
play under this Bill than it has had in 
the past, will really be worse off. If we 
give the Korth additinn:1l 1nen1bers, and the 
South additionaJ nleTnba·s in l'roportion, the 
:N'orth is no better off; in fnct, the South g-ets 
more than its proportion. But what I princi­
pally protest against is that the Centml districts 
should be depriYed of one of their members. The 
North i, to have additional represent>etion, and 
so is the South, and why should the Central 
districts be depri ,-eel of the representation it has 
now? Some of these Central electorates are very 
large ones too; the Barcoo has only one member 
and an adult population of 1,701, the Gregory 
has 1,44±, >end the ::\fitchelll,578. ·well, sir, I 
think the voice' of the Central district at any 
rate will be against that way of dealing with 
the representation, and I believe steps are being 
taken up there now to ask the members for the 
Central districts to protest against it. I do not 
think it is worth while entering into details 
with regard to the boundaries until we get into 
committee, when I hope that some steps will be 
taken to alter the boundaries and to g·et addi­
tional representation for the Central districts. 
In several of the electorate:,;, according to the new 
boundaries, one part is brought into collision with 
another-· the interests of one end of a district 
are not identical at all with those of the other. 
My own electorate of Norman by is proof of that. 
It is broug-ht right down to Rockhampton. It 
has mining interests, fanning interests, and pas~ 
toral interests, and I say thllt those interests 
should not be brought into collision in that way. 
I hold that as far as possible every interest 
ought to be represented by itself, and the 
intere,ts of the districts about Rockhampton· 
could very easily be arranged so as to admit of 
that. Of course, there is to be no effort made, as 
far as I know, to prevent the second reading- of 
the Bill ]Jas,,ing·, but I hope that some strong 
steps will be taken in committee to amend it. 

Mr. :FERGLTSON said: l\Ir. Speaker,-As 
one of the representatives of the Central dietrict 
I ha Ye as much reason to complain of this Bill as 
any 111em ber of the House, not only in regard to 
the way the electorates have been cut up, but 
also .with respect to the decrease in the number 
of representativPs. The people of the Central 
district are complaining very bitterly of this 
Bill. There has been a meetiug of the ekctors 
of Blackdl to pr,lteet against it; there is to be 
another meeting this week of the people of the 
town of Hockha.mpton for the same purpose. I 
ha.ve bad nrgent telegntuH sent to rne fnnn 
the rnayor of Hockharnpton, who presided at 
the Bbc:kall meetiug, anc\ from the mayor of 
J\'orth Rockhmnpton, complaining of the ill­
treutlllent the Central district is going to receiYe 
from this Bill if it i,; cttrried into la.w-which I 
hope it neyor will-as it stands at presPnt. \V hen 
the Premier intl'Od need the Bill he s"id that 
pojmbtion was not to be considered as the basis 
altogether-that it was not to he the basis of repre­
,,entation entirely, but that those portions of the 
colony which contributed largely to the revenue 
should ha1 e more consideration than others, and 
that geogmphical position should aho be taken 
into consideration. ]'{ ow, sir, I have just looked 
at the way in which this Bill is going to 
deal with the Central division, and I sec, 
on looking at the maps, that that division 
has quite as much territory as the Southern 
division, and is, if anything, a little larger. The 
Southern division is to return fortv-four mem­
bers, w bile the Central division is to have ten. 
Therefore, so far s,s territory is concerned, the 
hon. gentleman ha., forgotten that altogether. 
Then. with regard to revenue, according to the 
returns of revenue and expenditure furniBhed in 
connection with the proposed Financial Districts 
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Bill, I find that in the Southern division the 
revenue collected up to the 30th June, 1887, 
was £1,370,GSO. Taking forty-four members, that 
shows £31,000 of revenue collected for every 
mernber. ~rhen taking the Central division, the 
revenue collected amounts to .£42o,il0\J, so tlmt 
they have one repre,;entative for every £42,000 
of revenue collected. Therefore the peovle of 
that division contribute over £10,000 of revenue 
!Jer member more than the Southern division, 
and the extent of territory is as much as, if not 
more than, the area represented by the forty· 
four members representing the Southern dis­
tricts. So that the basis of popuhttion is strictly 
adhered to if not overdone, and no consident· 
tion whatever has been giYen to territory 
or to the revenue collected by those people. 
'l'herefore the electors of the Central division 
have more reasou to complain than any other 
division of the colony. 'rhey have eleven 
members at present, and this Bill proposes 
to reduce the number to ten, in the face of all 
this preponderance of territory and revenue, 
according to population. And not that alone, 
but several eleetorates in the scfuthern part of 
the colony have more representation than they 
are entitled to in proportion to revenue and 
tenitury. According to the representation of 
the Darling Downs, the Central district is en­
titled to twelve members. Take \Vest 1\Ioreton, 
it b entitled to eleven, and taking \Vide Bay 
on the same basis of population, it is entitled 
to about the same. So that, leaving other things 
out of consideration, the Central district is 
entitled according to population to more mem· 
hers than the greater part of the Southern con· 
stituencies arc receiving. It has a! ways been a 
complaint in the Central division th~Lt the pre­
]Joncleranceof representatirm is given to the South; 
that the Southern members can always outvote 
us on any question that comeo before the House 
if they choose, which they generally do. But 
the division of the electorate is more extraor­
dinary than anything I have mentioned yet. 
\Ve find that the electorate of Blackall is wiped 
out altogether. It is a snmller electorate tlmn 
the others surrounclinc; Rockhampton, and the 
interests of the residents in it arc identified with 
those of the town of Rockhamption. At any 
rate they do not clash. Tlmt electomte has been 
wiped out and attache1I tn the Leichhardt, Nor­
man by, and Port Cnrtis electorates, while a new 
electorate has been formed on the north side, which 
was part of Blaclm!l electorate before. So tlmt 
tlmtelectrmtte ist<tcked on to four other electorates. 
Bnt the most e>etr,wrdinary part of it is this : 
Part of this electorate i'J tacked on to Norn1anby, 
'vhich is not in any ".VH,Y iclentifie'l \\ ith Hock­
hampton. It extends up· as far as Port i'.Iackay, 
comes do\vn to ltockhan1pton, ta,ktJ in about 
three-fourths of the rtre:t of the mnnicipaJity of 
Rockhamr,ton, sunonnds Eockharnpton itself, 
and follow:i the :Fitzroy River for Rix or e:gl1t 
miles towards the coa"t; so that this division 
will never give '1tisfaction to the people. 
It cmnot be expected to give satisfaction. 
A large proportion of the men employed 
by the corporation of Rockhampton •.vill be 
attached, under this Bill, to the electorate of 
Nonnanby, aiH] the di,·isiun is altogether most 
unreasonable. I have always contended that the 
northern part of the town, which is now a SC]lit· 

rate rnnnicipality, should receive a. repl'esentative 
to itself. That is correct enough. I ha Ye also 
maintained that the municipality of Hock­
hampton shonld be the boundary of the elec­
torate of Rocklmm pton ; and, if there is to be 
any electorate adjoining Rockhampton, it should 
be connected with tho\e lJOunclaries-but not 
such an electorate as Kormanby, which extends 
so far north. Of course, the Bill is bound to 
pass the second reading, but I hope that in 

committee it will be amended in such a way 
as to do a little more justice to the Central 
part of the colony thctn it will do in its 
present forrn. It iH a rnost unfair Bill~ as far 
as n1y own district is concBrned. I am sure 
any hon. member who looks at the maps will see 
how unjust it is right through. It appears that 
the Government are determined to wipe out as 
much as possible the interests of the electorate of 
Rockhampton, or to divide it as much as pos­
sible. There is no other conclusion that can be 
arrived at. They have given portions of the 
electorate of Blackall to four different electorates 
in no way identified with the interests of the 
town; and it is quite clear that the Government 
are determined to split up the power and the 
interests of the people of Rockhampton as much 
as ever they can. 

Mr. FOOTB said: :\lr. Spcakcr,-This is a 
Bill on which I do not wish to give a silent vote, 
but the remarks I shall have to make will be very 
few. I have not gone through the Bill, but I 
have ascertained, as well as I pos,ibly can with· 
out a map, the situation of things as they now 
exist. It seems to be admitted that there will 
bP an increase in the representation, but there is 
some difficulty as to how the increased represen· 
tation shcmlcl be apportioned. I notice that 
hon. membere generally agree that the Bill has 
been exceedingly well got up, am[ that the origi­
nator of the measure has spared no pains in 
order to make it as perfect as he could. It 
seems to be admitted that it should be 
allowed to pass its second reading, but I 
should think, if I may judge by the remarks 
of hon. members, that by the time it gets 
through committee it will be so altered as to be 
s0arcely recognisable. For my part, I think a 
great deal more has been clone than there was 
any necessity for. I think that an additional 
members Bill would have met all requirements on 
the present occasion. There arc certain districts 
which ought to have increased representation, 
and there are other portions of the colony that do 
not require it, and I think it a very great pity 
that meaenres of this sort should so often be 
lJrought in, altering as they do the boundaries of 
the different e!Actorates. I think, Mr. Speaker, 
that under this Bill, and at the general election 
which muot take vlace early next year, fully 
one-third of the electors will be disfranchised. 
Their names 'vill in many cases not be on 
the electoral rolls, and many others will be 
on the wrong rolls. The bounrhtries are so 
altered that many people will not know to 
what district they belong, and as a natural 
cc m ,equence electors will be disqualified. That· 
is one very gre.rt objection I have to the 
altention of the electoral boundaries. I think 
myself it. would be much better if we left the 
bnnndnries nlone, nnd in son1e cases thre\v two 
electorat''"' into one, g]ving it tv.,ro insteafl of one 
representative. That wonld meet the difficulty 
to a very great extent. 'I'be hon. member for 
Fassifern made allusion to the electorate of 
\Vest 1\Ioreton. It is to have the 'arne number 
of representatives as at presAnt, but in order to 
make np the population in other clistricts­
Aubigny for instance-a portion of \V est fiiorcton 
is to be cut off and added on there. Another slice 
is taken off and formed into a separate electorate 
called Laidley, ami yet another portion is taken 
off and placed on the coast line. \Vel!, it might 
be proper to separate that portion, but I do not 
think West .l\Ioreton is treate<l fairly, because if 
it has an increase of population it should have 
an increase of representation, inRtead of por­
tions of the electorate being taken off and 
ad<lerl on to ~\..uhigny to give it additional repre­
sent:ttion. I have remarked that tbis thing has 
been done before, and that the present Govern· 
ment has been notorious for cutting and clipping 
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down \Vest Moreton since they have been in 
power. This seems to me to be• :1 •1nrt of cen­
tralising scheme, and worked out for the purpose 
of giving metropolitan members to these distriets. 
I c~-}rta.inly hn.vc son1e con1plaint in reference 
to the manner in which my own electomto lws 
been cut up. I should ha,"e very mnch ]•refened 
tha.t it shonlcl have been allowed to remain 
intact, because it seern::; to 1ne m' if it 'vas inten­
tional-I do not say it W><s intentimml-to cut it 
off in one forn1 or another~ giving one piece to 
Fassifern and another to Stanley, part to Rose­
wood, and giving part of Oxley, and so on. I 
am quite near enough to Brisbane. I do not 
want to be brought any nearer, and it looks to 
me as though it was intended to place a metro­
politan member in that electorate, and conse­
quently give increased repre:<entation to the city 
of Brisbane. These thing:3 nmy not l;e inten­
tional, bnt ther have a very a\vkward lonk, and are 
by no rneans plea~ing. Ho\vever, it is not n1y 
intention to oppose the second reading of this 
Bill; but I think it will require very consiclcr­
><ble alteration. As I said >tt the outset, I should 
much rather prefer that the L,mndaries had been 
left alone, and that an additional members Bill 
should have been introduced, giving incre>tsed 
representation where required. 

The Ho:-~. J. M. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I ><gree with much which has fallen 
from the hnn. member as to the debils of the Bill. 
I do not think it would be convenient to discucs 
details on the second reading of the Bill. They 
will be better discussed and worried in com­
mittee, and chnnged so as to give that fair play 
and justice to outside districts, which this 
measure does not give them. It is difficult 
to discuss the Bill, seeing that it contains 
no principle but simply an alteration in 
the boundaries of electorates, and a provision 
for registration of voters and the n1aking of new 
rolls. Th>tt is the only principle that the Bill 
contains; and the tc1.bles which have been put 
before us contain no principle either. Before we 
cm1 dioCUHS the Bill properly we should first 
agree 11 pon a ba.siB of representation. I 1naintain, 
and I have >tlways maintainerl in this House, 
the principle which has been >tf!irmed in the 
House before this, thnt the true basis of rer;re­
sentation in a new country which is just being 
formed is the adult male bru·is. 

The PREMIER: That has never been recog­
nised. 

'J'he HoN. J. l\I. l1IACROSSAN: On the 
last occasion when tbe present p:1rty \vore in 
power, that was tJ,e principle which w.1s adopt,cd, 

The PRE:YIIER: \Ve left ont one member. 
That is >tll that WlL.o done. 

rrhe HoN. .J. ~I. :\IACR.OSS.A_~ : I nJ:nn­
tain that that lws been the principle adopted. 
Now the 1n·esent C-ioYerun1ent di:-;dairn a11y 
pm-ty motives. ~\Jthongh I will not say that 
the Bill he1s been framed from " part"•i point of 
Yiew, it has been fran1e(l frcnn a geogra.JJhicalp(,int 
of vimv, and if hon. JnmnlJers will look around this 
Chamber thRy will see that partir s are, to a very 
great extent, defined and determined by the geo­
graphical position which they represent in the 
colony. So that it is just the same thing o,s 
saying that the Bill ha-; been framed from a party 
point of view. The hon. gentleman who hearls 
the Government," and introduced the Bill, h>ts 
received some credit from this side of the House 
for his expertness in producing a Bill of this 
kind in such a short time after his arrival in 
the colony. I do not know when the Bill was 
framed, but I nm quite certain that if any 
person is entitled to credit it is the gentle­
men in the Registrar-General'd office, and 
not the membels of the Government, because, 

:1s I said before, there is no principle in 
the Bill. They have simply been told to alter 
the boundariet~ in certain directions according 
to the cen~n:-;, u,nd they have done S\)· The 
hem. gentleman at the ht"1d of the Govern­
ment has admitted mote than once the injustice 
of the representation in the northern part of th9 
colony, and also the difficulty of governing the 
more distant parts of the colony from the city of 
Briolxtne. He admitted that, I believe, when he 
rnadc hit; fanwns sttLternent in defence of keeping 
Queensland intact ag"ainst the separationists, and 
in this House also. l\1" ow, according to the basis of 
representation, it not being the adult male popu­
btion, as I contend it should be, the Bill does not 
alter in any degree for the better the representa­
tion of the northern portion of the colony in 
this House, for if we take into account the loss 
entailed by the Bill on the Central district, it 
will really be a loss to the northern portion of 
the colony, because, as I have said, the geo­
graphical bnsis determines the position in which 
me m hers sit in this House, and it is well 
known that the Northern and Central have 
alw:tys worked together ; therefore what one 
loot' the other loses, and the North is losing the 
aosistance uf a Central member by the Central 
division being deprived of one member by this 
J3ill. The northern portion of the colony, as 
pointed out by the hon. member for JYiackay, 
is entitled to much larger representation than the 
Bill gives. The Bill gives the northern portion 
of the colony-by the North I mean North 
(lueensland, from Cape Palmerston northwards, 
the district we have always been in the habit in 
this House and in the country of c>tlling the 
North, and clelinrated on the nmps also as 
Northern Qneensland ~-the northern portion of the 
colony will, by the Bill, only have an addition of 
four members. The southern portion will have 
an addition of five members, and the Central 
division will have a loss of one; so that as far as 
geographical position is concerned, tho additional 
revr,·,entation of the South compared with th><t 
of the North will l1e as ::Jix to four. Now, 
c<msidering that the Xorth has admitterlly been 
under-represented in the vast, and that it ic> now 
much under-repre"ented, this under-revresenta­
tion will not only be continued, but will be 
intensified by thi,; mu18ure. And can we, on 
thi'; side of the House, for a Hingle mon1ent 
consent to allow a 1nea~ure of this kind to bec(nne 
law? Does the hon. g0ntleman at the head of 
the Gm:ernrnent iHutgine that, because he has a 
111ajority n,t his lmck, who are being favoured by 
the alteration l1eing uutde, vve shall allow that 
nwjority to ~Lssi~.;t hi111 in depriving lJS of eyen 
the 1110dimnn of fair rclH'e:,entation tba,t we hrLve 
at lJresent? l do nl)t tllink he c~11 antieipate 
anything of the sort; if he doe,,, I belie\·c he will 
cr:rtainly he flisapv>inted. The :\Iinister for 
\Vorks, in hi"s reply to the hon. gentleman who 
leads the Opposition, '\as kind enml£h to bring 
in the nmnads of the colony, or the wa,nllering 
digs-ers, as he called thern, ~aying that they were 
unht to ha1 <:~the san1 nmonut of representation 
a;-; the 1neu en1ployed iu cnltivating land on the 
Darli11g Downs or an.J'\\'here else in the colony. 
i\'ow, I sboulrl have thou"ht that the opprobrium 
connected \\ ith tho \Yanclering di?ger bacl facled 
av, ny long ngo fnnn this Houl:le, seeing how 111ucb 
he hao cl< me for Qneensland; but it seems thnt, no 
matter how much that unfmtunate individual 
does for the good of the colony, he still has to 
retain the nante of being' a wanderer, a non1ad, 
and to be subject to the di,ability of being 
under-represented in this House. Does the hon. 
gentleman think for a single moment that any­
one believes him when he says that "man in the 
Korth or in the \Vest, bec:mse he is a miner, or a 
man working on n st><tion-a nomad, as he calls 
him-is nvt equally fit for representation as the 
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man working on a farm? Does he not know that 
in England the most intelligent portion of the 
population al'e the mining population of the 
North of ~:ngland as compared with the clods of 
the central and eastern counties? There is no 
comparison, in fact, as to intelligence between 
them; and I say the same eo m parison exists 
in Queenslaml in regard to the men work­
ing on the goldfields and the men working on 
farrns, as exists in England :1t the present time. 
The hon. gentleman has never been on the 
goldfields; he knows not what they are. I 
have been on the goldfields; I have been a 
wandering digger; and rnany rnernbers of this 
House have been \Vandering diggers; and rnany 
of the foremost men in Australia have been 
wandering dig·gers~men who have written their 
names and made their mark on the history of 
their country. And I hope we shall see many 
rnore wandering diggers write their na.rnes and 
make their mark in this colony as well as in 
other places. I can tell the hon. gentleman that 
I have found more intelligence and greater 
ability for the discn,sicm of voliti0al queotions, 
g-enerally speaking, round a diggers' carnp-fire 
than I have very often found in this House ; 
and I appeal to those hon. members who 
have sat round a diggers' camp-fire night 
after night, as many hon. members h"ve 
done, whether they will not bear me out in 
saying so. Yet these are the men that are to 
Le placed under a disability simply because their 
calling in life prevents them from settling for a 
number of years in one particular spot. I think 
that instead of placing any disability upon such 
men, or upon the men who bring wastes under sub­
jection, we ought to do the reverse. They are the 
men who are doing more for the country than any 
single individual in the city of Brisbane. The 
men who go out as pioneers to subdnethe country 
and bring it under subjection and civilisation, 
are of far more importance, though the hrm. 
gentlem:1n opposite thinks they are of less 
importance, than the stay-at-home tradesmen 
of the city of Brisbane or any other city in the 
country. One hon. gentleman even went so far 
as to say that a single man without a wife, a 
wandering digger~thongh lw did not use the 
term-is of br less importance to the community 
than a man with a wife and family. According 
to that way of thinking, a man with three 
wives and families would be of far more 
hnportance. According to that, lYir. Speu,kcr, 
we should becnrne ::\Ionnons; a.nd then we 
should be very important individuals. I 
say that the doctrine is unsound. It may 
snit very well in olrl settled countries where 
all the conditions and parts of the country are 
equal ; hut in a young country like this, in 
itb infancy, growing into exiDtence, it depends 
entirelY on the class of men I am speaking· of for 
Ueing brought to 1naturity. I say these rnen are 
more important than men with wives and Lunilies, 
who do nothing for the country but have wives 
and families~ 'l'ho hon. gentleman opposite 
also has admitted that the more dist,mt parts 
of a country should l>e better represented than 
the parts nearer the capital, and much better 
represented in proportion than the capital itself, 
and yet in this Bill he has departed from that, 
and according to the tables he has placed before 
us it is proved. There cannot be the slightest 
d'mbt about it. The more distant the people in 
the colony are the more under· represented they are 
by this Bill; the nearer you come to the capital and 
the denser the population, the better the represen· 
tation. If we take as a fnir basis the adult male 
population and add to that, which must not be 
forgotten, the taxpaying power of the population, 
and add also the producing power of the popula­
tion, what shall we find? We shall find that the 
northern parts of (~ueensland, which will be so 

much under-represented by this Bill, actually 
are entitled to one-fourth of the representation 
upon that basis. They produce one· fourth of the 
revenue, and they produce more than one-fourth 
of the ]Jrocluctions of the colony, which are 
exported, and in the same proportion they 
import more th:tn one-fourth; and yet this 
is the part of the colony which is to remain 
under-represented. Now, sir, taking into account 
the rate of progress of the North and South, and 
cmnparing then1 together, we know that the 
North is progr,,g;;ing more rapidly than the South. 
That is a fact well known to anyone who reads ; 
and if we allow this Bill to become law with the 
under-representation that it contains, what will 
be the under·representation when the next 
redbtribution Bill comes into existence? "Why, 
there will be a proportional representation of 
more than two to one. The reason why the 
northern Jmrt of the colony is so much nnder­
revresented at present is that it was not 
properly represented- that it did not get a 
sufficient number of members-at the last redis­
tribution. 'rhat nnder.representation has l>een 
increasing ever since until it has become a very 
large quantity; admittedly so by the hon. gentle­
man himself; and yet he is going to continue the 
same system, and in the course of five years or 
ten years, when another Bill is introduced, the 
same thing will happen. The same cry will be 
admitted that the North is under·represented~ 
that is allowing that the North remains an 
integral portion of the colony until that time. 

The PRE11IER: The South is increasing 
faster than the North. 

The HoCi". J. M. MACROSSAN: Not pr0-
portionately. 

The PRE11IER: It is, proportionately. 
The HoCi". J. M. MACROSSAN: I can take 

any figures the hon. gentleinan chooses. I can 
take records of this House to prove it. The 
increase in representation, which has never been 
sufficient, is sufficient in itself to prove that the 
North is increasing more rapidly than the South. 
It is only a short time ago, not rnore than a few 
years, since the North had only one·tenth of the 
representation, and it has at present one.sixth. 
Then, which is increasing more rapidly, the North 
or the South? \Vill the hon. member say we are 
over-represented? He cannot say so, because he 
has admitted that we are not fully reprpc;ented, 
therefore the Xorth must be incre:tsing the 
more rapidly. 

The PREMIER : At one time it w:ts. 
The Hox. J. ::\I. MACROSSA""\: And it is 

still. If, Mr. Speaker, we admitted femalPs 
within the franchise, we 111ight then contend 
fairly and honestly for the population basis ; 
but until we do so, until we cease to confine our 
franchise to the males~ the bread winners, in fact 
the taxpayers of the colony~we are not entitled 
to go beyond tlutt for representation 

Mr. vV. BROOKES : Do women pay taxes? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAi\: The men 
pay the taxe~ of the country. 

:\Jr. W. BROOKES: For the women? 
The HoN. J. ::u. ::VIACROi::lSAN : The men 

earn the bread in the colony. The men produee 
what is exported from the colony, and the few 
women who do the Rame as the men are not 
worth taking into consideration. There are a 
few, no doubt ; but there are very few indeed. 
The great majority of women whom we know 
are married women depending upon their hus­
bands, or daughters depending upon their fathers. 

JVJ:r. W. BROOKES : They pay taxes. 
The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: There is 

another thing which hon. members should tuke 
into account, which is admitted by the Premier· 
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himself, and which has been practically admitted 
in argument, although not in words, by members 
who luwe spoken on that side, and that is 
the distance. l:-; it not much ensier for :t n1:1n, 
or a body of men, who find themselves misrepre­
sented or misnnderstood in this House, in East 
l\ioreton, or 'vV est J\Ioreton, or even in the 
Darling Downs, to use their influence with their 
me m hers, or with other members of this House, 
than it is for men a thousand miles from here, 
without any communication unless by wire? 
Hal-e we not read of deputations coming from 
the Darling Downs, \V est l\Ioreton, and .East 
i\1oreton, importuning :i\Iinisters, and by their 
importunity gaining wlmt they wanted? Have 
we heard of such things from the K orth? 
\Ve know how difficult it is even for a mem­
ber to come from the North, and how much 
more difficult must it be for a deputation to 
come? ]£ven on that ground the representa­
tion of the northern part of the colony should 
be increased to more than it would be fairly 
entitled to, and not lessened as it is by this Bill. 
There is another matter which has been entirely 
overlooked by hon. members in speaking. At 
the time the census was taken on the 1st of i\lay, 
1886, there was a very small population in one 
portion of Northern Q,ueensland compared with 
what there is now-I mean the Croydon Gold 
Field. The Croydon Gold :Field at that time 
I do not suppose contained 1,000 men; but 
admitting for argument's s:tke that it did con­
tain 1,000 men, although the census, 1 be­
lieve, will show that it did not, whnt 
is stated at the present time by people who 
have come from the Croydon? I had a 
conversation the other day with the late warden 
at Croydon ; I have spoken of it with a gentle­
man who came from there; I have spoken to 
others at different times within the last five 
weeks who have been there within the last three 
months, and the consensus of opinion is that 
Croydon has a population of at least 6,000 or 
7,000 men at the pre,;ent time. Of course they 
are wandering diggers-or are said to be wander­
ing diggers, although I hope that the reefs will 
be permanent enough to settle them on the soil 
instead of keeping then1 wandering diggers. This 
sudden increase should be taken into account in 
estimating the number of members required for 
Northern representation ; and if we add that 
5,000-I am only taking 5,000, although I have 
been frequently told there are 6,000 or 7,000, 
but I shall take the increase at 6,000-if we add 
that 5,000 to the total number given by these 
tables of adult mflles in the Korthern division it 
will give 24,5SD, mflking actually one-fourth of 
the total male population of the colony. I think 
that is a fact that should not be forgotten, and 
when we go into committee I shall take very 
good care, if no other hon. member does, that it 
shall not be forgotten. I did not intend to go into 
details ; but coming more to details, and dealing 
with these figures as we find them, and taking 
them as being correct-although one hon. member 
rather hinted his suspicions that they were not 
correct, comparing them with certain Treasury 
tables which we hnve had at different times 
placed before us, which were proved afterwards 
to be incorrect-taking the admi,,sion of the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the GoYermnent that 
the more distant parts of the colony should be 
better represented-can he give any reason why 
the northern portion of the colony, with its 
19,589 males, should only have fmu·teen members, 
while the two groups of electorates in Darling 
Downs and \V est ~,foreton, together having only 
lG, 400 males, are to have one m em her m me? :Fifteen 
members to represent 1G,400 males, and fourteen 
to represent 1B,589 males-the latter in the most 
distant part of the colony, where their cry cannot 
be heard It is not far to vV est Moreton, and 

it is a very short distance by rail to Darling 
Downs ; they Cfln be hea.rd ; but it is a week's 
journey to the northern portion of the colony. 
l'\ ow, does the hon. gentleman at tbe head of 
the \Vorks Department carry his dislike to the 
wanclel'ing dig~S'er so far as to say that 1,000 1nen 
on Darling Downs are entitled to the same repre­
sentation as 1, 400 men in ~ orthern Queensland? 
If he does, he carries it much further than I think 
he would dare to assert in this House. Kow, let 
us look at the \V est J\Ioreton group. \V ill the 
hon. gentleman say that 1,128 people there arc 
entitled to the same representation as 1,40!) in the 
northern part of the colony? Then again, if we 
take one of the towns of the Darling Downs, and 
the towns nf tbe \Y est i\ioreton group, and the 
towns of the l'\orthern division of the colony, what 
clowe find? Take Charters Towers; it basnn adult 
male population of 2,7G!J. Are they wnndering 
diggers? I should like to nsk the h,m. gentleman 
at the head of the Government whether thev arc 
\Yanclering diggers. _._I\. re they not Hettled there? 
ls not Charters Towers gro\ving year by year, and 
h::ts it not contiuned to grow ever since it was 
established? \V ell, as I have said, there is an 
adult population in that town of 2, 7G0, and it is 
only entitled to two meml1ers, while Dr:tyton 
and Toowoomba is entitled to two for a popula­
tion of 1, ()UO men. \V ill ~my memlJer in this 
House stand up and declare that that is fair? 
There is 700 of a difference in the adult male 
population, and yet the district of Cambooya is 
entitled, according to this measure, to one member 
for 970 men, only 200 more than the difference 
between the adult male population of Drayton 
and Toowoom ba, and that of Charters Towers. 
Ipswich ie nearly as bad, but not quite. I 
contend that there is no principle in this Bill. 
The difference between the total populations 
is very slight indeed. There is a very large 
population of women and children at Charters 
Towers, but then they are the wives and children 
of "wandering diggerR," and I suppose the 
wives and children of wandering diggers are 
of no more account than the wandering diggers 
themselves. I promise the Government that, 
although this Bill will not be opposed in its 
second reading, it will be very much altered 
before it leaves the committee, or it will never 
leave it at all. I will take good care that 
when this measure comes out of committee 
the North will not be under-represented, as 
it was on a similar occasion ten years ago, 
but that it will be fully represented. I hold 
that in representation the North, either on the 
basis of adult male population or the amount 
of Customs collected, or on the "mount of 
taxation, or on the principle of distance from 
the seat of government, is fairly .entitled to one­
fourth of the reuresentation of the colony. I 
shall do my best to obtain that proportion of 
representation when the Bill is in committee, 
and I am sure that I shall be assisted by every 
member in this House who has any idea of fair 
play and justice. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said: Mr. Speaker,­
! have listened with a considerable amount of 
interest to the speeches on both sides of the 
House, and it seems to me that the arguments 
simply show this: that if you start on a wrong 
basis you can rnnke out a very good case against 
the Bill. I wish to direct the attention of hon. 
members to the basis on which the Bill is drawn. 
The hon. member who ha,; just sat down says it 
is framed on no basis at all. If that were so it 
would be very difficult to discu,os the principle of 
the Bill. But I recog11ise three distinct principles 
in the measure. 'Ihe first is the basis of popu­
lation, which I maintain is the tme principle 
on which the redistribution of the electorates 
should be framed. Let us, then, take this basis 
of population and see how the various districts 
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are represented, and we shall find that in con­
nection with this another principle comes into 
operation-namely, that the more distant an 
electorate is from the capital the fewer are the 
individuals who c;m return a m~mher. In the 
North we find that it only takes 3,477 to retnrn 
one member, anrl if we turn to tho Oentlill 
district, which is nearer the metropolis, we find 
that there the number required to return one 
mmnber is increased to 3,G24. Then coruing to 
the Southern pastoral group we fine\ that the 
number is 3,ii21. 

J\Ir. DONALDSON: Quote both figures, 
please. 

1\Ir. 1\IAOFAULANB: I am coming back to 
that, but an1 now dealing with this }Jnrticnlar 
part of the question. Then we come to the 
Southern diYision, which is st.ill ne:mlr the 
CU}J.i.tnJ, and \VC find that there 4,~2() persons are 
required to re:turu one nu~1nber. K ext we cmne 
to the Darling· Downs, which is yet Jlf _u·er the 
capital, and we find that in that district it t:tke-c 
4,29~ persons to return one member. Aud then, 
coming to \Vest ?>Ioreton, nearer to the capital 
again, we find that there 5,20-1Jiersonsarercquired 
to return one 1ne1nber; a,nd, lastly, c-Jlnin;;;to the 
:Metropolitan gTonp, we find that the number of 
personRreturningone n1e1nOer is 7,077. It is there­
fore pl:<in from these figures that this general 
principle has been adopted : that, the further 
a" ay an electorate is from the capital, the less is 
the number of population required to return a 
member. I think thi, argument is brought out 
very clParly by the figurrs in these tables. \V e 
have two principles, then, on which the mee~sure 
has been framed. The first is that of total 
population, and the second, distance from the 
capit~l. Then we come to the third principle, 
which is that of adult males. The whole of the 
arguments on the other side of tlw Houo;e have 
been directed to show t.hat the principle of adult 
male population ought to be the principle adopted. 
I do not agree with that at all. I think the true 
principle of representation is population. It has 
been said by the member for Townsville, l\fr. 
11acrossan, referring to a.n argutnent used 
on this side of the House to the effect that a 
married man who has a family should have more 
represenh~tion than a single individmtl-that on 
the same principle a man with three wives and 
three families should have more reprec<entation 
still. But that does not follow at all. It does, 
however, follow that the larger the family 
a n1an has, the greater interest has he in 
the State, and the more is he taxed. If 
you take a man with a family of eight, 
and the taxation at £3 per he,cd, then that 
man pays £\24 to the revenue, while the 
wandering digger who has been brought before 
us only pays £3 a year. Other argnments· have 
been adduced to show that the Bill is worked out 
on a wrong principle. It has been contended 
that wealth should be one of the considerations 
kept in view in making a redistribution of repre­
sentation. If wealth is brought in then Bris­
bane is over-represented at once ; but that would 
not do as a principle. Then the geugraphical 
position has been brought forward. I do not 
think myself it matters very much what is 
the extent of a district. IV e cannot repre­
sent the rocks and trees and cattle, but we 
can represent the people. iVhat may be the 
size of a district 111atter~ Yerv little. or \vhu,t the 
geographical position; it i~ 'the p( ople tha.t ha Ye 
to be repre,c,cnted. I ><ly, then, that if we start on 
the principle that either wealth or gcographicttl 
position or extensive territory or adult males 
should be taken as the basis of representa­
tion, we start on a wrong basis. IV e should 
start on the basis that the total population 
should be taken as the true principle of repre-

sentation, as that is fair to the whole colony. I 
think some members have forgotten that we cannot 
have a Hedistribution Bill without a disturbance 
of the whole of the electorate>', and they appear 
to think that their districtd should not be 
touched. Ir"wieh has been touched, hut I am not 
going to complain about tlmt. Hon. members 
SE,"m to think that a Ilerlistribution Bill should 
b': intmduccrl on the principle that "You can 
do anything you like with any other people's 
district, but you must not touch my district." 
Anyone can see that if you begin to tinker with 
one di~trict and give nwre representation to it, 
you disturb the balance of representation in the 
whole of the electorates. I think, then, that the 
Bill is a. very good one indeed, an{l although "'e 
nJ '·Y alter it in connnittce I am perfectly sure of 
tlli~, that ·we cnnnot InPud it rnuch. 1'herefore, 
belieYing, as I do, that the Bill is a good one, I 
sba1l snpport the second reading·, but in corn­
mittee will suppm-t it with a few amendments 
that I can go in for ; but, looking at it as a 
whole, I do not now see \vhere those an1endM 
n1ents are to corne in. 

1.Ir. DO:l\ALDSO::'\ said: :!\Ir. Speaker,-The 
hon. member whu has just sat down says that 
representation should be on the basis of popula­
tion ; but if that be admitted we might juo;t as 
well, in the country districts, throw up the 
sponge and leave the representation to the cities 
entirely. That is what the hon. member's argu­
ment means, because, as a matter of fact, the 
bulk of the population in these colonies is con­
fined to the immedbte vicinity of the capitals, 
and the same disproportion appe,n·s at Brisbane. 
I do not think it is at all a correct ba,is to go 
npon. It is no doubt a very difficult matter to 
bring in a Bill that will meet with general 
approval, and the Premier in bringing this 
matter forward has had a very difficult task to 
deal with. He has no doubt looked at it from 
all points of view and tried to bring in a perfect 
measure, but I think no measure of this kind 
can be perfect unless there is some attempt made 
to have the different interests of the colony 
represented. That can only be done by group­
ing so as to include the producing powers 
and interests of the t:olony in such a way as 
to try and equalise the representation as far 
as possible. I know, of course, that cannot be 
done perfectly, but it can be far better done than 
it is in the Bill before us. \V ere I to call this Bill 
by its proper name I should call it a Bill for the 
purpose of giving increased representation to 
Hri:-;bane and its surroundings. 

Mr. BULOOCK : \Vhy should it not? 

Mr. DONALDSON: I will tell the hon. 
member whY it should not. The over-representa­
tion of Brisi'mne and its surroundings has already 
been the cause of a good deal of discontent in 
this colony. The chief cry of the North has been 
against the over-representation down here, as 
against their repre~eutation. 

The PRE~JTER: Not a bit of it. 
l\Ir. DONALDSO~: That is one of the chief 

cries of the North. 
The PREI>IH~R: They tell you that to-day, 

and they will tell you something else to-morrow. 

Mr. DONAI~DSOX: I have heard it said for 
four years in thi;; Ohmnber, and I have, I think, 
some knowledge of the country as well. There 
i,, another thing to be considered, and it is this­
anLl I rlo not ,,,,,. it offemively-hon. members 
representing el;:;CLorate,~ clo~e to the city· sho'v 
Yery great ig·norance of thA requirements of the 
colony and cof the prorluctions and interests of 
the North and \Vest. How many members are 
there in this House representing city constitu­
encies, and constituencies near Brisbane, who 
have ever been through the interior of this 
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country? They know little or nothing of its re­
quirements. And whenever any measure, having 
for its object the alleviation of grievances in the 
North or \Vest is introducer!, it meets with great 
OlJl""ition from those members. 

:Mr. BULCOCK: \Ve get many chances of 
hearing of the1n. 

Mr. DONALDSON: There is very little 
chance of getting them remedied. The hon. 
me1nber for Enog-gera, 11r. Bulcock, is one of 
the members to whom I particularly refer, and 
there is no one more selfish in his desire for the 
represent.:ction of the city and city interests. I 
do not think thPre is one member of the House 
more ignomnt of the producing interests of this 
country than that hon. member. He may know 
something about the South and about Brisbane 
generally, and I give him every credit for that; 
but as for knowing anything about the North 
or \Vest I do not snppose there is a more selfishly 
ignorant 1ne1nber thttn that hon. gentlen1an. I 
say this candidly, and perhaps rather w:crmly ; 
but, as a rule, I never make statements for the 
pufJ""e of giving offence, and I can assure the 
hon. member I do not wish to speak offensively 
of him. But there are, as I say, many hon. 
members who will not take the trouble to go 
beyond the limits of this city, and they can 
know very little about the rer1uirements of this 
colony. It is a vast country, and there are very 
few members in this House who have had an 
opportunity of seeing it sufficiently to be able to 
judge of its requirements. I see the hon. mem­
ber for :Enoggera, ~1r. Dickson, who was returned 
the other night by a large constituency, when 
criticising the Bill to-night, fell into the same 
error, and considered the Bill was perfect, 
inasn1uch as it gave increased reprBsenta­
tion to the South. He is another of the 
Queen-street representtLtives. No hon. member 
keeps his eye more open to Brisbane interests 
than that hon. member. I know he would do all 
he could, and would, I believe, tax the interior so as 
to relieve Queen street if he could do it. I know 
what the hon. member's views are politically, 
and I am certain he would give as little fair play 
to the interior of the country a~ any hon. mem­
ber in the House. Although he has travelled 
over it once or twice, he h>ts not gained the infor­
mation he should have gained from his travels. 
\Vith regard to the basis of population, it ought 
to be borne in mind by hon. members when 
the census of this colony was taken in May, 
188G, a terrible drought had prevailed for 
some years previous to that time, that on all the 
stations in the interior there were as few hands 
as could possibly be kept. There were no improve­
ments going on, and people could not get employ­
ment there. \Vhat wa' the result? Brisbane 
was crowded at the time with unemployed, chiefly 
driven in from the country rli.stricts. The census 
returns are therefore very unfair to the country 
districts in this respect, because the people were 
all driven in. 

The PRE.YI:IEI:t: Where to? 
Mr. DO~ ALDSON: To Brisbane; and the 

hon. member knows that rleputations waited 
upon him upon the subject. \Ve have heard to­
night of the nomads of the interior, and the hon. 
member knows that many of them waited upon 
him to find employment. 

The PREYIIER: How many altogether? 

::\Ir. DONALDSON: Only a few may have 
waited upon the hon. gentlewan, but they repre­
sented a large number behind them. I am 
very sorry to say that a htrge number of 
them were driven in from the country dis­
tricts at that time, though I must also say 
that the country districts have improved in 
this respect since that time. I am pointing 

out that at that time 11ll improvements were 
stopped on the stations, and because they could 
get no employment many people were compelled 
to leave the interiur, and consequently the census 
returns then taken did not give " fair average 
of the munber of people in those districts. 
Again, the census was taken in the month of 
1\Iay, when there are very few she,trers there. 

The PRE YIIER : \Vhere do the shearers work 
at other times ? 

Mr. DOXALDSO~: They very often go into 
the towns, and return when there is more work 
to be done. Then there is another matter I 
have to refer to, and that is in connection with 
the J\Iaranoa returns. In the ::\I:wanoa district 
there was a railway camp at the time the censm 
was taken, and there is a f.oot-note to the census 
returns to stty that the railway camp was in­
chrlerl. \Vhy were not the railway camps 
between Brisbane and Ipswich included, and 
the railway camps in other parts of the colony? 

The PRE:'viiER: There were none of any 
consequence. 

Mr. DO~ALDSON": There were railway. 
camps thro•1ghout the colony at that time. 
There wa~ railway construction going on between 
here and SouLhport, and in the \Vide Bay 
district between here and Gympie, between 
J\Ia.ryborough nnd Bundaberg, and· a htrge 
number of men were employed also between here 
and Ipswich on railway construction, and I 
want to know why they were not also men­
tioned. That foot-note was evidently made 
for the purpose of pointing out tlmt a large 
proportion of the vopulation in that district was 
not permanent. I admit that there is no such 
thing as a permanent population. Take the 
population of Brisbane. I suppose there is 
proportionately a larger number of a roving 
population in Brisbane than elsewhere in the 
colony. People are continually coming into 
Brisbane from the outside districts, and I sup­
pose Brisbane has a larger floating population 
than any country district can possibly have. 
I certainly object to population being taken 
as the basi-, of representation, because, as I said 
before, it would have the effect of giving the 
whole representation to the capital and its imme­
diate neig·hbourhood, which is already too largely 
represented as compared with the rest of the 
colony. It is proposed to increase the number of 
members around Brisbane by five, an increase 
which will give a great detLl of diooatisft,ction in 
the \V est.. Trne, the \V est is to g-et one addi­
tional member, but the number of male adnlts 
there is larger than in most districts much 
nearer Brisbarw. Though not so htrge as the 
city, it is larg8r than the Darling Downs and 
both East and \V est 1\Ioreton. I think. not­
withstanding the fact I have just pointed out, 
that a large number of the population was not 
in the district when the cemms was taken. 
~'>nother objection I have to the Bill, and I 
believe it is one which is very generally enter­
tained, is the great increase in the number 
of members. Nine is an unnecessary number to 
add to the present members of the House, for 
alre:tdy the number is sufficiently large. If 
one or two additionEtl members had been pro­
vided for, in onler to do away with certain 
admitted ineC[ualities, that would have sufficed. 
If the representation of New South \V ales were 
on the same basis that colony would h:we about 200 
n1ember~, and in V-ictoria the n1H1.1ber woul<l be 
about 250. I helieve t)y,t in New South \Yales 
it is contempbted to introduce a Bill to reduce 
the number of me,nber~ from 120 or l~:S to lOO. 
In Victoria, where they are pa"ing a Redistribu­
tion Bill, although the population is over a 
million, it is not proposed to increase the number 
of members beyond 85. Here in Queensland, 
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with our vastly smaller population, we have 
~!ready 59 members, and it is proposed to 
mcrease the number to 68. I know there 
will he, a great diffir,ulty in committee to 
alter the boundaries or to reduce the number,. 
It cannot be done. 'l.'he Bill will have to be 
accepted as a whole or rejected. It is quite 
true that there are inequalities in it. I hav•' 
already had privatd letters from some districts 
con1plaining that there is no cornrnunity of 
interests in some of the proposed electorates. 
That may possibly he rectified to some '"'tent. 
IV e shoulcl not stick too closely to figures. 
One district might be fairly represented with 
only 1,000 of popuhtion, while an adjoining dis­
trict might have 1,500; and it would be better to 
]Jre.serve the communit,- of interests than the 
accuracy of numbero'. :I' notice that the n;ctur;tl 
bounda,ries, such aR ran.'d,·es and riven·•, ha\·e been 
followed ''" fnr as possil1le. This may look very 
nice on the map; at the same time it will Dllt be 
satisfactory to the electors in 1nany constituen­
cies. These are detail' which can be remedied 
in committee; bnt as to the Bill us a whole I am 
afraid, as I said before, that we shall have to 
accept it or reject it pretty much as it stands. I 
reserve to myself the right in committee to try, 
as far as lies in my power, to e<1ualiso the Bill as 
much as possible, and to do away with some of 
the inequalities which at present exist. 

Mr. MURPHY saic'l: -;\fr. Speaker,-I was 
very much amused just now at the interjection 
of the hon. member for Enoggera, Air. Bulcock, 
"\Vhy should not Brisbane have the preponder­
ance of legislation? " 

Mr. BULCOCK : I did not say that. I said, 
"\Vhy should not Brisbane have more represen­
tation?" 

Mr. MURPHY: That means exactly the 
same thing. 

Mr. BULCOCK : How do you make that 
out? 

Mr. MURPHY : It strikes me that the hon. 
gentleman wants to "bulcock" the whole colony. 
He is not batisfied with the "bulcocking" he has 
already been able to do in some of the constitu­
encies ; he wants to '' bulcock " the whole 
country. He would like, no doubt, to have all 
the electors under his thumb, so that he may 
play the little game he has been playing fm· so 
long in some of the metropolitan constituencies. 
I can assure him that he will find that there is 
too much intelligence in the country constitu­
encies to allow a gentleman of his stttmp to ''rule 
the roast, " over them as he has done over some 
of the Brisbane constituencies. To discm'" the 
merits of the Bill, I find that the western portion 
of the colony has the least representation for its 
population of any part of Queensland. I will 
take the purely pastoral di"tricts, and it must be 
remembered that they are the farthest away from 
the centres of population. There is Burke, with 
a total population of3,33i}, and an adult male popu­
lation of 2,0G3; Gregory, with a total population 
of 2,067, and an adult male po]Julation of 1,444; 
Bulloo, tot01l population, 2,163, adult male 
population, 1,440; \Varrego, total population, 
3,570, adult male population, 1,840; Bm·coo, 
total population, 3,DDO, adult male population, 
1,791; Mitchell, total population, 2,66,1, adult 
male population, 1,578; l\alonne, total uopula­
tion, 3,228, adultmalepopulation, 1,2:SG; J\Inmnoa, 
total population, ;),12i5, adult InnJe population, 
1,518; Leichh"rclt, total population, 3,GG1, adult 
n1ale population, 1,124; n1~tking ~t total popula­
tion of 29,/D3, and an adult male population of 
14,093, which is represented by only nine mem­
bers. These constituencies embrace the whole 
of the ·far \Vest of the colony, and in which 
only one interest-the pastoral-prevails. They 
are the farthest away from the seat of govern-

ment, and with the worst communication with 
it. Having- no seaboard, they have no steamers 
to bring them to Brisbane when they want to 
have their griev<tnces redres,;ed. The bulk of 
them arc even without the telegraph, and their 
n1ail con1rnunic<1tion is very infrequent. Smne­
tiu1,.:::·1, <luring the \'{et sen,~on, they ttre cut off 
frorn all con1mnnica.tion whatever for \Veeks and 
we-eks at a stretch. And these people, notwith­
sttmcling that the Premier laid down the axiom 
that the further from the seat of government 
the g-reater should be the representation--

The PRE:UIER: I do not remember doing so. 
Mr. ::\IURPHY : If he did not, he ought to 

have done. I thought the hon. gentleman quoted 
froru Gladstone to that effect. 

The PR:K:\UKR : I did not. I did not see 
any sens2 in that qnotation. 

:'\[r. llULCOCK: It was the junior member 
for Cook who made the quot<etion from Ghtd­
stone. 

Mr. :MURPHY: I thought it was the rremier, 
an1l I Leg the hon. gentlmuan's vardon for 
having attributed it to him. A quotation was 
made from n speech by Gladstone, whose word, 
upon a question of this kind, ought to be 
tttken for something ; and in my opinion, that 
would be a very good basis for us to go upon. 
I find that those nine members represent, each of 
them, l,.'iGG nmle adults. Now, sir, although the 
male adult population may not be perlmps the 
best to take for the coast districts or for the centres 
of population, it certainly must be the best basis 
to go upon in these far \Vestern constituencies. 
It lms been pointed out over and over agttin that 
when this census was taken these districts were 
very much depleted of their popnlation, because, 
as we all know, the drought was more intense 
there than in any other part of the colony. 
Drovers, shepherds, stockmen, and others were 
sent away out of those districts in order to find 
feed for their stock in other more favoured 
localities, and the census was t;cken immediately 
after the drought broke np, before those men 
returned to their usual occupation. I know that 
in my own neighbourhood nearly all the stations 
were only about half manned. I am quite 
sure that if the census were taken now the 
population would he found to be nearly half as 
large again as it was according to the census 
taken last year. There is nnother thing I object 
to; that is, the way the constituencies have been 
grouped. I object to have my constituency 
grouped as a Central district constituency; the 
\Vestern district constituencies should have been 
grouped together. \Vhy should the Bttrcno, with 
1,791 n:ale adults, be gTouped with Uockhamp­
ton, which gets two men1bers representing only 
1,1!Jl adults each? \Vein the \Vest have to pay 
for that ; we are puni8hed in order to bring the 
representation of the Central division to the 
average of 1,281. Again, sir, why should we be 
cbssed with J;"itzroy, a town constituency in a 
centre of population, where there are only 1,0G8 
male adults, when the Gregory has 1,444 male 
adults, and the Mitchell1,578? \Ve are punished 
in order that the centres of population may 
ha Ye a greater representation; you can deduce 
nothing else from these figures. Again, take 
the \Vide Bay and Burnett gl"Onp. As I showed 
just now, these nine purely pastoml and far-out 
constituencies :1.serage, each of then1, 1,5GG rnale 
adults. In the \Vicle Bay and Burnett group 
nine~ rnen1bers e[tch represent an average of 
1,202 m,tle (tdults. Ag<tin, turning to the 
Darling Downs group, I find a membm· put 
down for 1,091, and one for 975; Drayton aud 
Toowoomba, l,U20, forsooth, get two members. 
Now, it is utterly absurd to treat the far-out con­
stituencies in the way proposed. The Central 
districts, as a whole, are deprived of one member, 
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and yet in the western portion of the colony, 
where the representation should be greater 
according to population than anywhere else 
-being so far out and labouring under so 
many disadvantages - we have to put up 
with one member for 1,.'i66 votes-nmle adults, 
who are all voters. In the IV est :More­
ton group there are seven n1embers, each 
representing 1,128 voters ; the East J'lioreton 
group has nine members for 1,361 male adults, 
and the JYletropolitan district has seven mem­
bers representing only 2,0GO each. Kow, while 
I give the Premier credit for trying to do the 
best he could to eqnalise the representation, I 
say he has completely overlooked the western 
portion of the colony. I am quite sure that the 
portion of the colony for which I am one of the 
members will be very much dissatisfied with this 
Bill, because they will certainly look to get a 
better representation than they have under it. 
The Minister for \Vorks spoke about a norrmdic 
population. There is no doubt that there are a 
great many nomadic people in the IV est ; a 
good many of our employes run about from 
one station to another, but they do not leave 
their districts. .!\I any of the wives and families of 
these men reside in the cities-in Hockhampton, 
in Brisbane, in Toowoomlm, in Townsville-and 
though they go occasionally to visit their fami­
lies, they come back to the districts wLere they 
are accustomed to find work, and where they are 
known. That accounts in a great measure for 
the small general population there is ; and then 
again you must remember that when you get 
out into the very far vV ei§t, none but men can 
go there. It is impossible to drag women and 
children through all the wilds, and over the 
rough roads, with long stages without water, and 
subject them to all the other disadvantages th<\t 
attach to pioneering in the desert. I do not 
think that simply because these men are pioneers 
they should be deprived of their vote,. I am 
satisfied that the Premier has made a mistake in 
not giving more representation to the western 
pnrtion of the colony, and less to the metropolitan. 
They are not like the metropolitan constituencies; 
the people in the \Vest are all producers, they are 
men who live by the land and on the land, and 
they produce the raw material, the handling of 
which produces wealth in Brisbane. Yet these 
are the very people that under this Bill are 
disfranchised. They :<re the very people who 
ought to have the lm·gest measure of representa­
tion, because they are the most valuable veople 
to the community. There is another thing I 
should like to mention, and that is with regard 
to the boundaries of the electorates; but I SlJP· 
pose that is a matter that can be better dealt 
with in committee. I think that in making the 
boundaries of the IV eqtern constituencies it 
would be far better to follow the boundaries of 
the rnns than to follow a haphazard line across 
the country as some of them do, and for this 
reason: Y on never know, on a station, on which 
side of the bouridary to register your men's names. 
One month they may be living on one side and next 
month they may be on the other, and there will 
be a great deal of confusion caused by that. I 
shall vote for the second reading of the Bill ; but 
I hope that we shall li>e able to get some amend­
ments into it in committee, although, like a 
great many other members, I do not see how it 
is possible to alter any one part of it without 
altering, perhaps. the whole. 

The MINISTEU l<~OR LANDS (Hun. H. 
Jordan) said: JYir. Speaker,-I feel sure, sir, 
that in framing this. measure every effort has 
been made by the Chief Secretary with a 
view of doing justice to every part of the 
colony, and yet it appears that he has not 
succeeded in pleasing any section of the House. 
So far as we have heard yet, nearly all hon. 
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members, with the exception of one or two on 
this side, have a great deal of fault to find with 
the Bill. The Northern members are dissatisfied 
because the interests of the 1'\orth have not been 
sufficiently regarded, and because great injus 
tice has, as usual, been done to the North. 
Members representing the \Vest have found 
fault with it ; we find the metropolitan mem­
bers dissati,fied; members representing the 
Downs are not pleased; and we find, in 
fact, that the Premier has never been so far 
from pleasing anyone as on this occasion. Yet 
I venture to say that he never undertook a task 
more difficult. I know from my own experience 
the difficulty surrounding it, because I have had 
something of the same kind to do years ago when 
holding the office of Registrar-General; and I a,m 
perfectly satisfied that the Premier never bestowed 
more pains in trying to do what is right to every 
part of the colony than he has in framing this 
Bill. The fight on this occasion has centred 
around the idea as to what is the correct basis 
of repre,entation, and there is great difference 
of opinion upon that point. Hon. gentlemen 
opposite who oppose, who find material fault 
with the Bill, insist upon it that the basis of 
representation should be the adult males in 
every electorate. One member has gone so far 
as to say that one man is as good as another and 
a great deal better. That is the substance of 
it. He said that a man without a wife and 
family sbould have an equal share in the 
representation with a man who has a wife and 
five or six children, and contended that if it were 
correct that a man with a wife and family should 
have a larger share in determining the number of 
members for any particular electorate than the 
man without a family, then a man with two 
or three wives and two or three families should 
have a still larger share. But I do not think 
there is any logic in that. I think it was a most 
ridiculous way of putting the question. I think, 
sir, one man is not as good as another. I 
hold that a man who has a wife and family 
is very much better for the purposes of the State 
-I mean as far as the interests of the com­
munity are concerned-than a man who 
has only himself to support. It is argued 
that men are the producers of wealth. IV ell, 
they are ; but women and children are the con­
smners of wealth. And in regard to the ques. 
tion of revenue, which has been so largely dwelt 
upon by the hon. member for 1fackay, there can 
be no doubt that a man without a family does 
not contribute nearly so much to the revenue 
as the man with a family. Customs duties 
amount to about three guineas per head of 
every person in the colony; so that a man 
who is married and has a family of five 
will pay about fifteen guineas a year to 
the revenue for Customs duties alone, whereas 
the man who is by himself will only pay 
about three guineas a year. Men who have 
families have a greater stake in the colony; they 
pay much more to the revenue, and are generally 
inclined to settle down and make the colony their 
home; but it is not so with men who are so 
unfortunate as to be the pioneers of the country. 
I give them all credit for that; very great 
consideration should be shown to them on that 
account. Those brave men who go out as the 
pioneers of settlement, and make the firstfootprints 
of civilisation on this vast territory, deserve very 
great consideration. I admit that, but at the same 
time they are not a class who settle in the commu­
nity, because a great number of those who go out 
with their lives in their hands, as it were, to 
those far distant places are single men who have 
never made a home in the colony and never 
intend to make it their home-a great many of 
them; whereas those who are manied generally 
settle in the country, They are permanent 
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residents, and ought certainly to be representer1 
on the principle of total population. I venture 
to say, after all that has heen said to-night 
about adult males being the true basis, that 
total population is the true basis of representa­
tion. That is my opinion. But this, as the hon. 
the _leader of the Opposition correctly said 
to-mght, has been modified greatly in the Bill. 
The Premier has very cleverly, as he said, 
interwoven with this ick:1 of repre•·entation other 
cnnsideratio:1s besides that of totd popuhttion. 
He has macle that concession ; distance, terri­
tory, and other considerations have been taken 
into account. 

Mr. MURPHY : No, no ! 

The MINISTERJ<'ORLANDS: I am follow­
ing the arguments of hon. members who spoke 
on the other side, and who, especially, have gone 
carefully into figures, and insisted throughout 
all their comparisons that there was unfair­
necss, particularly to the North and \V est, and 
other part''' of the colony, becttnse, as they have 
over and over again, and one after another, 
contended, adult males is the only correct basis 
of representation. But I differ from them 
entirely on that point. I believe that women 
and children must be taken into account. And 
although, as I have said, we have made a modi­
fication of that, because the vast interior of this 
colony is settled by a large number of adult 
males, yet I hold that that is the true principle. 
All those things have been taken into considera­
tion by the Premier, and I believe that the 
Bill will be found to be a fair ancl just one 
throughout. I know something of the difficulty 
of framing a Bill of this kind, because I had a 
great. deal to do with taking the census twice, 
and I know how difficult it is to produce 
such a Bill as we have now before us upon 
the principle of popuhttion. In taking the 
first census in 187G, I found, when making my 
preliminary arrangements, what a very difficult 
task it was. There was no consistency what­
ever in the boundaries of the various cii visions 
of the colony. It was divided into population or 
census districts, registry districts, police districts, 
and electoral districts, and tl>ey were all different. 
I bestowed a very great deal of labour in reducing 
the boundaries of the population or census dis­
tricts to precisely the san: e thing as the rf'gistry 
districts of the colony. Having clone that, I 
endeavoured to get the Government to con­
firm the principle of making all the various 
divisions of the colony alike. I desired to 
have the police districts identical with the 
census and registry districts ; but I found it 
opposed. Officialdom came in the way, and I 
could not get it done; it was too much trouble 
for other people to undertake the task which 
I had been foolish enough to take upon myself. 
That having been done when the Electoral Bill 
of 1878 was in trod need, I endeavoured to get the 
principle recognised to this extent, at all events, 
that the subdivisions of the population or censm 
districts should be the same as the electoral 
districts, and I believe that principle was con­
firmed, and acted upon as far as possible. I 
know it has been acted upon as far as possible in 
this case. The hon. the leader of the Opposition 
instanced the case of the electorate of :1\Iaranoa, 
and, refening to the arrangement of the boun­
daries, asked what a zig-zag thing like that 
meant. It means that the boundaries of the 
runs have been taken as the boundaries 
of the electoral district. I believe that is the 
case. It wa.3 clone some years ago-the subdid­
sional boundaries of the population or census 
districts were observed for the electoral districts. 
I repeat again what I ha,-e said, that I believe 
the Premier has taken that principle and acted 
U]JOn it: that the boundaries of the subdivisions 

have been observed as far as practicable so that 
we may ascertain what the population is. The 
hon. meniiJer for \Varrego has said that when the 
cemms was taken the drought had not long broken 
up, and the popubtion of the \Vestern district 
was very snnll ; anrl he contended that the 
people who ought to have been employed there if 
the seasons had been normal had all come to 
Brisbane-tlmt they flooded Brisbane-and the 
consequence was the popubtion of the district 
was not fairly represented in the census returns. 
Now, I do not think tlmt is the case at all. I 
belir'Ve the people had gone over the border. 

Mr. ::'11URPHY: That does not alter the argu­
m@nt. 

The MINISTER ]'OR LANDS: At one time 
we could estimate the population approximately, 
hecanse we took the arrivals and departures from 
the Cust•,ms Department, a,nd, with the births and 
deaths taken into account, we could get :1 pretty 
fair e"timate of the population from year to year, 
but that is not the cur•e now, as there are greater 
facilities for going across the border. But these 
men who had not been able to find employment 
in the \V estern district went across to New 
South Wales. 

Mr. JVIURPHY: They were away, wherever 
th~y had gone. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon. 
member for J\Iackay endeavoured to show that 
great injustice had been done to the North 
bec:ouse they had only four additional members, 
and he baid in the course of his remarks that 
the Metropolitan group had got one additional 
member. But if we look at the increttse in the 
JYietropolitan gToup as compared with the North­
ern district and take into account that the North 
has four additional member" and the South only 
one, we <'annat but come to the conclusion that 
the North has been fairly dealt with. 

Mr. BLACK: I stated that the Metropolitan 
group had four additional members-not one. 

The PREMIER : He calls the Logan the 
southern boundary. 

The l\1INI8TER FOR LANDS: I do not 
know anyone who C.'l .. n use figures Inore ingeniously 
and cleverly than the member for 1\Iackay, but 
I am s:ttisfiecl that this task ha•' been honestly 
and skilfully performed by the Chief Secretary, 
and I am satisfied that if we amend the measure 
we shall make a tremendons mess of it. One hon. 
member-I think the junior member for Cook­
complained that the members themselves should 
have bctln taken into the counsels uf the Premier; 
but I think if that idea had been carried out we 
should have arrived at a state of perfect chaos. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : What is it now? 
The MI:YISTER FOR LANDS: We should 

never have arrived at so fair and honest a result 
as we have arrived at now, and I think if we 
attempt to interfere with the Bill we shall make 
a great mistake. I feel satisfied that justice has 
been clone, and I believe that the Bill will pass 
much in its present form. 

Mr. P ALMER said : Mr. Speaker,-The 
colony has been looking forward with great in­
terest to the production of this Bill, and I think 
the interest shown by the northern part of the 
colony has been more intense than that shown 
elsewhere. I refer, of course, to the extreme 
North, and when the people come to find out the 
real state of matters I do not think they will 
conp;ratulate themselvPs on being relie1·ed from 
the grievances which they have been con­
tinually complaining of for a great number of 
years. As the figures will show, the evils 
of under- representation as compared with 
the South will still continue to exist, and the 
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burden will be in no way removed, as the South 
receives five ont of the nine members proposed to 
be added to the list. Taking- one thing· with 
another the North will Le just where it was 
before. I agree that there is not much to be 
gained by ha,ving additional representati\ cs in 
the House, and I am afraid that by the time 
we have popuhttion equal to that of ::'-few South 
\Val~3 we shall require 200 members if we go on 
at the preoent rate of increase. 

The PREMIER: New South \Vales had 
more than we had when they had our popula· 
tion. 

Mr. P ALMER: At the present rate of in­
crease there is no doubt that when we have 
1,000,000 people we shall regnire 200 nwmbers. 
Now, we have a Bill here which has been pre­
pared by the Premier, very cleverly, no doubt ; 
bnt, notwithstanding that the Pretnier says he 
has drawn the Bill with a desire to gi,-e a fair 
representation to all parts of the colony, there is 
no doubt that the hon. gentleman has a Southern 
lmtning. He is a ~onthern 1nan, and any assis­
tance he has had has been from Southern men, 
so that we htcve a Bill preuared in the interests 
of the South. I would like to 1 •ut ttgainet that 
a Bill prepared by Northern men, with the 
assistance of Northern members. Say, a Bill 
prepared by the member for Townsville, assisted 
by the member •for JYiackay ; put one against 
the other and strike a mean betwe•cn the two. 
I am afraid we shall never have the chance of 
doing that, but, at the >•mne time, I think it 
would be just as fair that an :Electoral Bill, 
drafted by Northern members, should ],e 
accepted by this House as a Bill drafted by the 
Premier in the interests of the South. There is 
not the slightP't doubt that the distribution is 
unfair. Take the di·,trict of Drayton and Too­
woomba. Compare it on the map in extent of terri­
tory or in population with the district of Burke. 
Drayton and Toowoomba have two members with 
a male population of 1,909, while Burke, with 
2,0G3 adult males, has only one member. Look 
at the <:xtent of ter-ritory that a member for 
Burke has to go over to sscertain the require­
ments of his district. I suppose GOO to 700 miles 
from one corner to the other; and, nwreover, 
he has to reprc•3ent contending interests, so that, 
if justice was done, · Burkc should have two 
membere, and Drayton and Toowoomlm only 
one. It would be f<tr easier for one meml1er to 
represent Drayton and Toowoomha, than for one 
to represent Burke. Besides, I hold that wllilt 
has been said about the census returns of the 
\V estern and Northern districts not being correct 
is perfectly true. I know of plenty of sbtions 
where papers wue not left, and in many ca>es 
they were not cn,lled for by the enumerators. 
ThedistricLs are too extensive for the enumerators 
to get over, anJ they lmve not hm·c·eflesh to carry 
them over the districts in the time allowed. 
So that the census returns are not so reliable as 
the Premier wished '" to believe, espech\lly with 
regard to the Croydon Gold Ji'ield. I do not 
think the populrttion of Croydon, according to the 
census returns, was more than 1, 000 ; but there is 
not the slightest doubt that there are now 7,000 
inhabitants there. And touching the ignorance of 
hem. n1mnbers with regard to :l\orthern intere8t~, 
\Ve know that provision '~as rnude Rmne years 
ago for stemner pas:-;ef.l to be i~:-med for h(m, 
members to visit the :1\orthern di,tricts, so that 
they n1ight ltarn the requin:mwnt:-; of the :North ; 
but I have nut hectrd of more than <me hem. 
rnernber taking advantage of the privilege, and 
he made as short a stay as he could and soon 
came back to Brisbane. \Vith regrml to the 
Bill, the groups are so full of inertnalities, and 
have been so often touched upon, that it is not 
worth my while going over them. 

The PRE?.HER : I have been listening for it 
nil the time. 

Mr. P AL11I~R : \V ell, I will give one or two. 
Here is lJ"Wich, right under the wing of Queen 
street and BrislJnne; it has two members, with 
an adult male population of 2,191. 

The PREMIER: Compare that with Bowen, 
or C[tirns. 

Mr. P ALMER : Then there is Cook with one 
member, and 2,000 adult males. 

The PRE11IER : Including all the fishermen. 

Mr. P ALMER : That one member represents 
all the marine industry in the whole of York 
Peninsula. It should have been the other way­
two member, for Cook, nnd one for Ipswich. But 
it is in the Metropolitan group that I think 
most of the iniqnity of the Bill lies, because there 
is no douht that everyone in the House more or 
less 1·epresents the city of Brisbane. 

The PRE?.IIER : It has some very poor repre­
sentatives then. 

Mr. P ALMER: I have heard members from 
a dh.tance ad vacate the interests of Brisbane 
better than the local members. 

The PREMIER: I must have been out of the 
House when that occurred. 

Mr. P AL:Y1ER : I hold that the metropolis, 
besides being represented by the seven members 
representing the :Metropolitan group-two mem­
bers for North Brisbane, two for South Brisbane, 
two for :Fortitude Valley, and one for W oollon­
gabba-will be represented also by the members 
for Bulimba, Toornbul, Enoggera, and Toowong. 
If Lowlon were represented on the same basis it 
would have more than half the members in the 
House of Commons. 

The PRJ<J:\IIER: That is absolute nonsense. 

Mr. P ALMER: It is not at all a sound prin­
ciple that towns should be represented on the 
same basis as the country; and the basis laid 
down rs not applicable to the colony with its 
varied interests and scattered population. In 
the northern and western portions, where trade 
and population are increasing, the representation 
is the least. I hold that extent of territory a,nd dis­
tance from the seat of government should be con­
sidered in apportioning the representatives, be­
cause there is a great difference between travelling 
over a di,;trict 20,000 square miles in extent and 
going over two or three miles of country or a 
small ''gricnltnral armt. The Burke electorate 
contains 124,000 square miles, and I have found 
it a most serious task to visit the various por­
tions of that district every year since I was 
elected; and eYen now, with another electorate 
taken out 0£ it, the di,trict is of enormous extent 
The hon. member forToowoomba, Mr.Aland, said 
the North had nothing to complain of; but I think 
it will be shown in committee that the North has 
a great deal to complain of. The concentration 
of interests in the metropolis is not conducive to 
the requirement,; of the colony-namely, that 
the prorlucti ve interests should be Bnconraged 
and represented as efficiently as the towns, which 
pmdnce uothing. If there is any principle in 
the Bill, it has been most cunningly devised to 
hvour the towns at the expense of the coun­
try, for we shall be worse off than we were 
before. There is an ttddition of four in the 
North, while there is an addition of tive in the 
South ; and the year before last we gave two 
additimnl members to theN orth and two to the 
South. I scarcely think the Premier will enter 
into the spirit uf the thing and give the people 
of the North what they ask for-that is, better 
representation in every way, and better control 
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over their own matters, in finance and other 
directions; and I think the Bill, if it become 
law, will not be looked on as one the people of 
the North had a right to expect. 

Mr. FRASER said: Mr. Speaker,-I must 
confess that it is a difficult matter to know where 
or how to begin-there have been so very many 
bases of qnalifications lair! before ns this evening. 
\Ve have the adult male population basis, the 
basis of revenue, that of territory, and that of 
population as a whole. It has been asserted that 
the principle of adult male population bmds has 
been accepted by this House. It has been ad vo­
cated in this House, as you know, :i\fr. Speaker, 
but it has never been accepted as a sound and 
correct basis for representation. I think it is too 
much to accept a position of this sort. \V e 
were told by the hon. member who ha;; 
just sat down that the producers are entitled to 
every consideration. So they are ; but I wonder 
what is the use of producers if there are no 
consumers. I maintain that the consumers 
are entitled to consideration, and, as has been 
already observed, women and children-although 
they have not the franchise, which I maintain 
is a reason why they should be the more taken 
into consideration-are the most important sec­
tion of consumers in the community. Another 
complaint has been advanced. \Ve have been 
told that some hon. members who have addressed 
themselves to this question have looked at it 
from their own immediate local point of view, 
and yet, singularly enough, the members who 
made this charge dealt with the question from 
no other point of view than their own immediate 
standpoint. One hon. member from the North, 
another member from the \V est, and another 
member from the Central district seemed to be 
unable to say anything beyond their districts 
or outside of their own districts. I claim for 
hon. members in this House, on this side 
as well as on the other side, that every con­
sideration is invariably given to the claims 
of the Central and Northern districts when 
they are fairly brought before the House. 
Great stress has been laid upon the fact that 
the time at which the census was taken was 
unfavourable for the population of the outlying 
districts. \V ~ll, sir, it might have been so or 
it might not; but in the nature of things the 
taking of the census could not be arranged to suit 
the season or to suit the localities. Another 
objection has been urged because the recently 
discovered goldfield of Croydon has not been 
taken into consideration. To prepare a Redis­
tribution Bill to meet contingencies of this 
kind would be an everlasting operation and 
won ld never come to an end, and I must 
say that I do not think hon. members who 
have spoken have dealt fairly with the Premier 
in the matter. I make bold to assert that upon 
the very face of the Bill there is manifested an 
earnest desire to place the representation of all 
parts of the colony upon a fair and equitable 
footing. The Premier may have failed, and I 
should like to know who would nut fail; I would 
like to know where or how or by whom a 
Redistribution Bill would be introduced which 
would give satisfaction to all members from 
all parts of the colony. To go back to the 
basis of representation again, 1\Ir. Speaker : 
In no other case, in no other colony, and 
in no other country, has the basis of adult 
male population been asserted or maintained. 
There may be a great deal to be said for it, still 
I venture to say that the population, as a whole, 
is the only fair basis of representation. N <lW, 

let us see what injustice is done to the North 
in this matter, and what favour is shown to 
the South, and especially to the metropolis. One 
hon. member, this evening, quoted very exten· 
si vely from the opinion of that very great 

statesman, Mr. Gladstone-and there is no 
statesman whose opinion I should take in 
preference to his. But it is a very singular 
thing that in the Electoral Bill carried through 
Parliament by that gentleman he did not 
carry out the principle advocated by the hon. 
member who has quoted him, because the far 
northern electorate of Great Britain, North 
Scotland, which is the most distant, scarcely 
recei vecl any additional nu m her of members. The 
additional number of members given were given 
to the large centres of population in the South. 

The PREMIER: And especially to London. 
Mr. MOREHEAD : London itself has two 

members. · 
The PHE;\fiER: London has forty-five mem­

bers. 
Mr. FRASER: London and the metropolitan 

district have fifty-two members, and there is no 
great preponderance given in Great Britain to 
the electoratt' at a distance from the metropolis, 
compared with the number returned from Lon­
don. Besides, the conditions of Great Britain 
are entirely different and cannot be advanced 
here, either as an example or as in any way an 
analogy. Some hon. members have harped ver:J< 
much upon the unfair favouritism shown to the 
metropolitan district here. I do not know 
exactly what is meant by this. The Metropoli­
tan and East :i\Ioreton elec'torates contain a 
population of 06,373 to sixteen members, or 
6,023 individuals to each member. I am 
taking the total population, because I utterly 
ignore the adult male population as a basis for 
representation. In the Metropolitan district 
each member represents G,053 persons, while in 
the North each member represents only 3,477, 
and in the Central di:;tricts 3,624; so that the 
North is favoured by nearly cent. per cent. as 
against the MetroJJolitan district. Now, it has 
been said that Brisbane has in its favour the 
electorates of Ipswich and \V est Moreton, but 
any member who has paid any attention to things 
at all must know perfectly well that there is no 
love between Brisbane and Ipswich. Instead of 
being an advantage to Brisbane, those electorates 
are a disadvantage; that is· my experience in the 
matter. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They all sit on the same 
side of the House. 

Mr. FRASER : I therefore think that, upon 
the whole, looking at it fairly, impartially, and 
broadly, the North at any rate has very little 
cause to complain of the attempt made in this 
Bill to give them a fair sha.re of representation, 
though I do not mean to say that we should 
expect the Northern and Central districts to be 
quite satisfied with matters as they are arranged. 
It would be rather too much to expect that. It 
is not to be expected that any measure of repre­
sentation, or any favour, or any liberal treat­
ment in this matter is likely to satisfy theN orth. 
They have made up their minds that they will 
have territorial separation, and nothing short of 
that is likely to satisfy them. If anything were 
likely to satisfy them, they ought certainly to 
receive this attempt to serve them with much 
more favourable consideration than they seem 
to have done. 

Mr. JESSOP said: Mr. Speaker,-As there 
are still several members who wish to speak on 
this subject, I beg to move the adjournment of 
the debate. 

The PHEMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I have 
no objection to the adjournment. I believe there 
are some members who desire to speak, and I 
myself wish to say something before the debate 
is closed. 

Question-That the debate be now adjourned 
-put and passed. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! move 
that this House do now adjourn. The business 
on the paper to-morrow will stand in the same 
order as to-day. I may state that there are now 
several spare maps here of the smaller eh,c­
torates-that is, the town electorates-in the 
Minister's room. They will be in charge of the 
officers of the House, and any member who 
wishes can obtain one. vVith regard to those 
of East and West Moreton and Darling Downs, 
the Minister for Lands informs me that they 
will be ready in the morning. 

Question put and passed, and the House 
adjourned at two minutes past 10 o'clock. 
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