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558 Suppi;y. [ASSEMBLY.] Petitions, 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wcdncsdcl!f, 14 Septfmuer, 1887. 

Pctitions.-rrllC Immigration Act of 1882 Amendment 
Bill-llrst rcading.-Supvl.Y-l'e\o(umption of com
mittee.-Gaols Commissiom. Rcl1ort.-Supply-rc
sum1Jtion of COtY1mittcc.-Adjournmcnt. 

The SPEAIO~R took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. :FOOTE presented a petition from :Francis 

Porter, timber-getter, of Ipswich, setting forth 
grievctnces in respect to the purchase of certain 
land; and moved that it be read. 

c:.\uestion put and passed, and petition rPad by 
the Clerk, 

On the motion of 1\:Ir. :FOOTE, the petition 
was received. 
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Mr. KATES presented a petition signed by 
300 farmers and producers in the Darling Downs 
district, praying for the protection of agricul· 
tural produce ; and moved that it be read. 

Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. KATES, the petition 
was received. 

THE IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1882 
AMEKDMENT BILL. 

The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,-! beg 
to move that you do now leave the chair, and 
the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
\Vhole to consider the desirableness of intro· 
ducing a Bill to further amend the Immigration 
Act of 1882. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER said he would say a word 

or two, by way of explanation of the Bill, before 
moving that it was desirable that it should be 
introduced. The other day, when mentioning 
the measures which the Government proposed to 
proceed with during the session, hP stated that 
there would probably be a Bill introduced to 
·amend the Immigration Act of 1882 in some 
particulars. 'l'he particulars in which it was 
proposed to amend it had reference to the raising 
of the amount required to be paid for the passage 
of persons nominated from Europe, and also to 
raisin~,t the rates to be paicl for assisted passages 
from Europe. The present rates were very small, 
and under existing· circumstances the result of 
raising the rates, while it would not diminish 
the flow of desirable immigrants, would to a 
very appreciable extent diminish the cost to the 
Treasury of immigration. It was also intended 
to amend the Act by providing for the ]mnish. 
ment of persons who had been here before and 
fraudulently ]Jrocured themselves to be nom
inated to be brought out again. He had lately 
had instances before him of persons making their 
second or third trip to the colony at the expense 
of the Government. They went home for a trip, 
and got nominated to come out again for a seconcl 
or a third time. He moved that it was desirable 
to introduce a Bill to amend the Immigration 
Act of 1882. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER, in moving that the Chairman 

leave the chair and report the resolution to the 
House, stated that the GoYernmcnt proposed to 
make the Bill take effect from that day, as in 
other cases in which rates were mised by an 
amending Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed; the CHAIR1fAN reported 

the resolution, and, on the motion of the 
PREMIER, the resolution was adopted. 

EmsT READING. 
The Plll~MIER presented the Bill, and moved 

that it be read a first time. 
Question put and passecl; and, on the motion 

of the PREMIER, the second reading of the Dill 
was made an Order of the Day for to-monow. 

SUPPLY. 
REsmliPTIOS OJ<' CmnnTTRR. 

'rhe PRK\IIETI said: Mr. Speaker,-! beg 
to move that you do now leave the chair, and 
the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
"iVhole to further consider the Supply to be 
granted to Her Majesty. 

GAOLS CO::YIMlSSION REPORT. 
Mr. JESSOP said : Mr. Speaker,-! have 

made it my duty to bring before the House the 
report of the Commissioners upon the gaols of 
the colony. Some three years ago I had several 

complaints made to me about the working of 
these institutions, and the session before last I 
tabled a motion for an inquiry to be held into the 
working of the gaols of the colony. It was then 
very near the close of the session, and before the 
time came to move the motion I was taken ill, 
and remained unwell until the session closed, and 
therefore the matter was held over. Last session 
I tabled a motion, after consideration, for the 
appointment of a Royal Commission. During 
the recess I had been inund~ted with all kinds 
of complaints, and I came to the conclusion, with 
advice, that it would be much better to h:we a 
Royal Commission appointed than a select com
mittee. \Vhen I movecl for the appointment of 
a Royal Commission the Premier seemed to be 
in accord with the idea, and promised to have 
an inr1uiry held, but not by a Royal Commission, 
to which he objected on the grounds of the 
expense. That inquiry has been held, and I 
take this opportunity of thanking the Premier 
for his action in appointing the Commissioners to 
make the inquiry, and I also thank the Commis
sioners appointed for having taken every possible 
pains, and fossicked in corners, and for having 
brought out grievances I had no idett of. I think 
the Commissioners' report will do a great deal of 
good in exposing the grievances, and will haYe 
the effect, I think, of correcting many of them. 
I have been twitted in thi, House and outside of 
it in connection with this matter, ancl I have 
been asked why I took up the championship of 
wrongdoers. I do not admit the statement that 
I have taken up the championship of wrong
doers. I have not done so, but I have 
come forward and asked for an inquiry, 
so that even the wrongdoers might get fair 
play, and that ]Jeople might not be accused 
of doing things they were not guilty of. 
The turnkeys of the gaols have been accused 
of levying blackmail upon the prisoners, of 
robbing them of their food, and of doing a great 
many things which, if true, would be very 
awkward to society, and especially to people who 
had relations and friends concerned. That is 
why I insisted on an inquiry. l\io doabt it has 
been proved that there was a great deal of truth 
in these statements. The levying of blackmail 
has been proved, though not to the extent it was 
originally supposed to exist. Thatbusinessiseasily 
accounted for. A great many people came to 
me, in the first place, and made statements and 
volunteered to give evidence, but the moment 
the Commission was granted they closed their 
mouths, as bankers in hard times fasten their 
pockets, and it was very hard to elicit any infor
n1ation frmn thmn, and :1 great rnany people gave 
evidence very reluctantly. I do not blame this 
Government any more than I blame previous 
Governments for a great many things which 
will be found stated in the Commissioners' 
report, as the Colonial Secretary cannot be in 
every place; but I think it necessary, and I 
believe the House will agree with me, after 
rettding the evidence and report of the Com
missioners, that a g·eneral ins]Jector should 
l1e appointed for all the gaols of the colony. 
The report is a very good one, and I "m told 
that it is the largest yet laid before the House. 
It contains a great deal of useful information, ancl 
is a credit to the gentlemen who conducted the 
imtuiry, Messro Hose, Cribb, and Okeden. I 
must crave the indulgence of the House on 
account of an affection in my throat, which pre
vents me from spcakinr; as lond as I should like. 
The Commission has clone a great deal. It has 
proved the statements I made by facts and 
figures, and has given to this House and the 
public a great deal of information that could 
not have been obtained in any other way. The 
statistics, which include among other things 
the number of gaols, number of inmate& 
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in each, and the number and sizes of the 
cells, are most valuable, and will enable hon. 
members to compare notes, and see whether 
our gaols are properly mttn~ged or not. I think 
the btter will be found to be the ctbe. It will 
be found on reference to the evidence, to which I 
shall have occasion to refer later on, that the 
evils which exi:,;t, the crimes which ha\ e been 
committed, and a great many other things 
brought to light, show decidedly the necessity 
for some change in the administration of our gaols, 
lockups, and penal establishments. The sanitary 
condition of the gaols is, in n1any instances, in a 
very bad state, calculated to create fevers and 
other diseases. The cells are not nearly sufficient 
in number to accommodate the prisoners, and they 
are generally too small. In many instances a cell 
intended for one prisoner has to accommodate 
two, three, or four ; t'tnd in all the large gaols the 
associated cells and wards are proved to be a 
downright curse to the country. There is no 
clas:,;ification, and prisoners of various classes 
committed for various crimes-short-sentenced 
men and long·-sentenced men-are very often all 
mixed up together and sleep tog-ether. There 
are sometime,s twenty, thirty, and as many as 
forty prisoners at a time in these associaterl cells, 
where they can talk together; and at St. Helena 
they can talk to each other across the corridor 
from their cells. All thig must be very injurious, 
especially where young !acts convicted for the first 
time and sentenced to six months for a petty theft 
have to associate with men convicted five or six 
times, men who have committed some of the most 
heinous crimes imagina.ble, and n1en 'vho have 
been in gaol half their lifetime. It is also c;hown 
that the associated system causes a great deal of 
insubordination, because the prisoners invent tales 
and cause a lot of pettifogging annoyances to the 
officers, which sometimes lead to disturbances 
and trouble. And, as may be well imagined, it 
is shown that in a great many instances young 
offenders are a great deal worse when they go 
out .than when they went into gaol; they go in 
noviCes, perhaps, and go out with all the know
ledge of crime they can possibly swallow, in
stilled into them by old offenders. Classifica
tion is one of the first things that should be 
attended to in order to prevent that evil. Men 
committed for trial are sent to gaol, if they 
cannot get bail, and have to herd with criminals; 
and I think it is very unfair that a man who is 
innocent, according to English law, until he is 
proved to be guilty, should have to herd with 
men steeped in crime, long-sentenced men and 
short-sentenced men, and men of all nt~tionali
ties-Chinese, Australian aboriginals, l\Ialays, 
South Sea Islanders, and others. That is the 
sort of community among which many people 
have to live while waiting to be tried; and they 
have to stay there sometimes as long a» two or 
three months before trial. The evidence shows 
that there is a great deal of dis,'ase in the gaols, 
and thttt wme of the prisoners, when admitted, 
are in a most filthy state, covered with vermin in 
mttny instances, and that when they leave, their 
blankets are handed over un wa,;hed to he usetl 
by other prisoners. That is a most important 
matter in connection with the sanitMy con
clition of the g'wls. In some ca,;es lunatics are 
phteed in cells with other prisoners, and the evi
dence shows that in Townsville Gaol, :o man named 
Evans, while umler committal for c;odomy from 
Cooktown to Briobane G>wl, was placed in a cell 
with a man named Pickford-recently hanged
and a lunatic, and that he committed an unnatural 
offence on thisunfnrtunate lunatic. J<'ancyputting 
a man cmmuitted for that crime into a cell with a 
lunatic? It shows that there is some ,-ery bad 
rnanagmnent smnewhere. It i:-; proved in nnuther 
place that prisoners ''"e allowed to leave gaol some
times without escort; it is shown that in Too-

woomba Gaol female prisoners become servants to 
the gaoler; it is shown that in Townsville Gaol the 
same practice prevails, and that the gaoler takes 
out prisoners in the morning to fetch in the cows. 
Sometimes they have to go into the bush and 
across other P'"'Jlle's paddock", and it is evident 
that prisoners should not be employed for the 
purpose. It is further proved that the female 
prisoners are taken from the gaol into the 
gaoler's house and employed as servant<. One 
woman, :IYirs. Thompson, had not been there 
many days before she was in the gt~oler's house 
as a general servttnt, allowed to go about as she 
liked almost, and to come in when all the other 
JJrisoners were locked up. The evidence alw 
showed that she had spent an hour, an hour and 
a~half, or t'vu hours, nearly every evening in 
the ward with the gaoler alone. This was the 
woman who was hanged the other day for 
assisting a paramour of hers to kill her husband 
-one of the most cruel things you conld 
imagine. There was another prisoner, a :lviiss 
Smith, a most notorious brothel- keeper in 
'l'ownsville, who was committed for trial for 
robbery. She had only been in three days 
or so when she w<1s walking up and down 
with the children and a perambulator outside the 
g•wl wall in the gaol paddo~k. The turnkeys 
grumbled that they could nut get tu sl&ep at 
night because of her singing and playing the 
piano. Then it is shown thnt the prisoners were 
intimidated from making complaints to the 
proper authorities. This applies not only to the 
prisoners, hut also to the turnkeys. There is the 
evidence of a turnkey named Burke, on p. 211. 
I shall read from question 5347 :-

"\Yhen "Nos. 2 and 3 are absent the gaol might be 
taken possession of? rrherc is no on·o inside. 

HDof';;; that happen very often? Very often. 
"Once a day? Twice or three times, or four times a 

day. 
"Does it occur ever."r day? Yes. 
HIs the staff of the gaol sufficient for all the proper 

dnti('S if the men were properly employed!' 'l'herc a.rc 
four men every day, and if they ·were at their posts they 
wonld be enough. rrhc otllcrs being absent, No. 1 has 
to do their work. 

"llave you, since you joined service here, seen 
turnkeys incompetent for tlleh· dnty throngh. over
indulgence:~ Kot a~> a rule. I am a teetotaller myself, 
and 1vonld lm ve noticed. 

"IImv often? Pcrluq1s they might be flr Httlc fln.sh in 
the morning, bnt not vcr~· often. I do not care to say 
anything about the gaoler, because I might ns \Yell 
pacl\. up. 

"You do not ca.rc to go anr fl1Tther? I shall answer 
any c1uestion; bni if he were aware that I said any
thing against him as to his breaches of the rule'S, I 
would have to go. Some twenty-five or thiri.y men have 
been run out since I have been here." 

The evidence shows that they are ruled with a 
r'•cl of iron, and are frightened almost to say 
their lives are their own; that is brought out a 
good many times. Now, all these things want 
remedying, and a good deal more that I have 
not time to go into this evening. I think that 
to thoroughly analyse and comment upon this 
report would occupy Sir Samuel Griffith for 
three months, and it i" a great deal more than I 
am competent to do. I forgot to mention that one 
woman suffered very much from rheumatism, and 
the doctor, it appears, got a reel-hot iron u,ml burnt 
the shoulder. How far this is true I do not know, 
but it is taken down in evidence. Then there 
was an :1ttempt madR to brmtk out one night, but 
it was found out. The evidence is given by the 
turnkey, the prisoners, and the gaoler himself. 
Notice was given by the man Pickford. There 
was no inquiry made into that. Now, is it nut 
the duty of th"' officialc; of the gaol to make an 
inquiry into an important nmtter like that? Had 
it not been for the man Pickford the prisoners 
would have got out of gaol. 'rhey had come 



Gaols Commission Report. [14 SEPTEMBER.] Gaols Commission Report. 561 

to an understanding that they would make a 
rush when the gates were opened to let the 
gaoler's buggy out. The gaoler himself said 
that if he had three minutes' time and eightPen 
feet of rope he could bre::~k out of the gaol. 
The other side of the question is where the 
prisoners ::~re treated too leniently. Some of 
them use the gaol for their homes, ::~nd live on 
the Government free of expense. Hard hbonr, 
according to the evidence, is not h::~rd !::~hour at 
all ; it is simply pa,;time. A great many of the 
prisoners want to go to St. Helena, because the 
time is very much easier there. By the way, I 
want to know why the "Hopeful" prisoners are 
not sent down there? 

The PREMIER: We cannot send men in 
irons to St. Helena. 

Mr. JESSOP : However, all the prisoners 
here want to go to St. Helenrt; they know what 
a nice comfortable place it is. I was there the 
other day, and with the exception of the small 
cells I thought it would be a very nice pleasant 
place to live in. I do not mean inside the w,;lls of 
the gttol, but on the island, though even the gaol 
would be preferable to many phtces I have seen. 
The men are taught trades and pursue various 
industries. No doubt a great deal of good is 
done in that way, together with :1 large saving 
of expenditure. But I think a great deal more 
might be done. If the sugar-cane bnd was 
plcughed up and used for other purposes it would 
bring in quite a large revenue. It is as fine 
a piece of land, for many purposes, as any in 
the colony. Indeed, if the island were in the 
hands of a private individual he could rear 
enough poultry and vegetables to SUJ!ply the 
whole of Brisbane. No better soil can be found 
rtnywhere. Anything would be better than 
sugar-cane growing. I think also th::~t the hard. 
!::~hour prisoners should be made to work harder. 
They might be utili,;ed, for instance, for the 
construction of buildings, wharves, breakwaters, 
and so on. On this subject I will read :1 short 
extract from the evidence given by Mr. Alfred 
Henry, the police magistrate of Townsville :--· 

"5657. You said that hard labour in Tmvnsville Gaol 
is no hard labour? None whatever. I know that men 
have complained of the utter wearineAS of htLving 
nothing to do in gaol. I have seen them at it m\·self. 
There is no hard labour in saw'ing those logs. I inww 
of one case where a gentleman told me a prisoner in
formed him that-in thl'ee months, I think he said-he 
played over 700 games of 0hess in the 1'0\vnsville Gaol. 
He went in a perfect novice, and came out an acnom
plished chess-player. I may explain that the chess
boards are marked upon the floor of the yard, a.nd they 
manufacture their che.::smen and d! aughtsmen. rrhey 
have nothing else to do." 

I do not call that hard labour. I think better 
and more profitable employment might be found 
for a prisoner, whom the country has to keep, 
than playing 700 games of chess in three months. 
The witness continues:-

" 5658. It is better that they should play chess than 
that they should indulge in some of the conversation 
th::tt goes on? H would be better to do hard work. 

"5659. Is there any species of labour you could 
suggest that men might be mnployed in in Tmvnsville? 
Ye~ i a suggestion was thrmvn ont some time ago in the 
Press which I thought admirable~that was, that they 
should be employed on tbe fortifications of Townsville 

"56 iO. The Government dPsign to erect forts for the 
protection of the town 1- Yes. Colonel French spoke 
to me about it two years ago. At all m·t.-·n L:;;, I cun sure 
there (<mld be no objection to pnttiJig them on ::-nch 
works as the GoYerm11ent woul11 not lJe i.n a position to 
undertake by free labour. If an~~ ohjcction is nrged it 
has alwnys strucl( me that C\rery man in the colony is a 
loser by men passing their lives in goal, and every man 
in the colony would be a gainer if they were made to 
earn their living. 

"5661. On that principle they may even be emploYed. 
on such public works as the nmv break,vatcr? Ccrtail1Iy. 

"5662. The excavation of docks? Any public works. 
"5663. In addition to the fortifications? Yes. 

1887-2 N 

"5664. You think there is plenty of work for the 
employment of all prisoners in Northern Queensland 
here? Yes, certainly. 

"5665. And that a, saving might be effected, if once 
prison accommodation were provided, in the transit of 
prisoners from Northen1 Queensland down to Brisbane 
or St,. Helcna; that is to say, you would employ all 
?\ orthern Queensland prisoners on ."\ orthern Queensland 
works~,, 

That is separation. The answer is-
" Yes; of course there is an objection, which appears 

to be a sentimental one-that it is competing with free 
labour ; but I think the free labourer is as much 
defraucled by these rascals spending their lives in gaol 
as anyone else, and would be an equal gainer if they 
'verc compelled to keep themselves by their work." 

Those are exactly my sentiments. There is 
another most important item that appears to 
me to want regulating, and that is laxity of dis
?ipline. The discipline is certainly very lax 
mdeed. Doctors are allowed to go in and out 
whenever they like-in some instances not more 
than once in seven or nine days, the ave
rag-e being once in four days-while the gaol 
regulations s::~y that they are supposed to be 
there every clrty. But they do not go there 
every day, the avemg-e attendance being, as I 
said, once in four clays. Sometimes a doctor will 
call at the gate in his buggy, ask if anyone is 
sick, and if the answer is "No," he drives off, 
saying he will c::~ll again to-morrow. The reg-ula
tions should be carried out, even if the doctors 
have to be better paid for their services. 
Another important matter is that of dispensing. 
At Toowoomba the evidence showed thttt the 
doctor sent a young lad who was learning to be 
a chemist, and who was not a qualified chemist, 
to the gaol, where he prescribed and made up 
medicines of various kinds for the prisoners. 
The evidence shows the existence of a peculiar 
disease there with a long name, and this lad 
mixes the medicine for it and serves them with 
it out of a large bottle. It is further shown that 
at Townsville the dispenser applies morphia 
and other dangerous medicines to those who are 
sick in the cells. At Brisbane the dispemer is a 
prisoner, who had not been there more than three 
weeks when he w::~s put to the work. He says 
in his evidence that all he knows about chemistry 
is what he has learned there. Still he takes 
possession of the gaol and of the doctor too ; he 
takes the whole thing in h::~nd, and both pre· 
scribes and sen·es out medicine. It is shown in 
the eviclen~e that the place where the medicines 
and poisons are kept is left open, and that 
prisoners can get in at any time and take poison 
or whatever else they may want. Discipline of 
that sort is not to be tolerated. At St. Helena, 
Mr. Hamilton, the chief turnkey, has hrtd con· 
siderable practice, and dispenses medicines very 
fairly. The evidence shows that the medical 
officer goes there once a week, and that if any· 
thing happens he is telegraphed for, and that he 
can get there in from half-an-hour to three hours. 
I cannot make out where the half-hour comes in. 
I do not know of any place where a doctor is 
likely to be which is only half-an-hour from St. 
Helena. Then as to the laxity of discipline 
again, sir, the report at page xxxviii. says :-

"Immediately previons to entering upon our inquiry 
the hon. Colonial tlccrctary handed to us a statement 
of gTim·anc,. .. , from \Yllicl.1 the prisoner,::; in St. IIelena 
allcg,·d they :miiered, anll fl"-:k•tl us to malce a special 
inve:'\ligation i.uto these comvlaints. This we did. 
A nnmbor of 1n·isoncn~. claiming the C'haracter of dele
gates from the various ~ ards and assuming the right 
to speak for their fellow-prisoners, appeared before us i 
but 'vc thought it '"' >11 to give every lJrisoner an oppor
tunity of pr·rsonally stating that of whk:i1 he was 
aggrieved in the administration of the penal establi;;h
ment. The 'statement' 'vith a report by Captain 
rrownley, the superintendent, upon it, will be found in 
the Al_Jpendix-Part I. It may be well to state in the 
outset that the mere possibility of such a statement 
being prepared and fonvarded to the Ooloni(~l Secretary 
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without the knowledge of the superintendent shows the 
impossibility of maintaining in the present buildings~ 
crowded yards, ancl associated cells, anything like the 
discipline whieh should exist in a well-organised venal 
establishment." 
Now, sir, we itre told !Jy the evidence that Co,p
tain Townley nr' er "'w that petition until it was 
shown to him by the Connnis.sioners. How s~JCh 
a petition could have been got np in an establmh
ment like that, supposed to be under the super
vision of turnkeys and gaolerR, pa.~secl fro1n yard 
to yard, and signed by nearly all the prisoners 
in the pla<·e, and how it could then have been 
::tllowed to leave the establishment and come into 
the hands of the Coluni::tl Secretary without the 
officials knowing anything about it, beetts me. 
I cannot conceive the poc:sibility of snch a thing. 
It shows that there mnst be sornebody inside the 
gaol who aSBisted the prisoners ; and that ought 
to be found out. The prisoners could not do it 
themselves; they must have been assisted by 
somebody ebe. It is a very strange thing that 
the first time Captain Townley ;,aw that petition 
or knew anything about it waB \vhen it was pro
duced to him by the Commh,sioners. The report 
goes on:-

"There was evidence in ::L bnndlc of loose papers 
aceiU.onta.lly dropped b~' a prisonet• and found in the 
tinsmiths' shop that the itlea of the statement luul 
emanated from one or two prisoners; that they had set 
to work systematically in taking secret depositions, and 
had given iustrnctions to other prisoners what to say 
shoulll. an investigation be made. 'l'he statement was 
signed by almost ;~11 the prisoners on the island, \Vith 
the exception of the kanakas 1111d aboriginals; but we 
had evidence of several prisoners that, while not con
curring in the statements made in the paper. tlwy had 
been coerced into signing it. One declared that he had 
been mobbed and assaulted because he 'vonld not 
sign it; and it was clear that if any man opposed 
the owlers or 'vislw.,;; of the ' clique ' or 'le:tgno ' he ran 
considerable personal danget·. Coercion had become an 
habitude with the leaClcrs in the 'gricvanee move
me ut,' for tlley closed their statement by the threat 
that if the Colonial Secretary delayed action it might 
'lead to unplea.sant consel1uenco:-:..'" 

Briefly stated, the alleged grievances were-
''1. 'l'ha.t a llrcvions investigation of complaints had 

not been sa,tisfactory to the prisoners." 
I ca,n quite understand that. 

.. 2. rrha.t the printed rules hung up in the yard were 
incorrect, were Yioht.tecl, and that written rule-; incon
sistent with the printed ones were issued by the super
intendent." 

"3. That the visiting justice 'vhen appealed to sided 
with the superintendent.'~ 
I can quite understand that also. 

"4 .. That the doctor was neglectful, refused change 
of diet, aud deprived prisoners of their indulgences as a 
punishment for being siclc 

"5. r_t'hat owing to neglects and threats one prisoner 
had cut his throat. 

r' 6. That the chief wa..rder neglected sick prisoners. 
"7. That the punishments inflicted by the superin

tendent were vindictive and tyrannical. 
"8. That verbal rules-erratic and uncertain-were 

issue<l by the superintendent. 
"9. That petitions had been 'holcd-and-coi·nercd' 

and not forwarded to the proper quarter. 
•r 10. That pril'ioners were prevented seeing ]finistr.rs 

of the Crown when they visited St. Helena." 
That shows, sir, that the management of our 
gaols and penal establishments is something 
very strange, and, I should say, very much out of 
order. I have now to call attention to anotber 
fact. I went round to visit the Brisbane Gaol 
the other day in company with a member of 
this House, and walking round the yards we 
saw some divisional board men on duty in the 
turrets. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : ·what ! 
Mr. JESSOP: I will say we sMv some strange 

n1en there, out of uniforrn, on guard, rnarching 
about with rifles in their arms in the turrets 
overlooking the yards. \V e asked who they were, 

and were told, "Oh, they're divisional board 
men." I said, '' vVhat rfo you mean?" The 
answer was '"They are divisional board men." 
Of course '~e wanted an explanation, and it was 
this : thnt sr•rne of the prisoners were consigned 
to the cli dsional board every day to work, and 
some of the turnkeys lmd to be told off to .look 
after them; mHl to make up for those office~s 
the divi.sion:cl board sent men to take therr 
places. Can you inw.gino such a thing as 
that in g'wl administration? \V e wanted to 
know how it wns done, and the reply we got 
was, "Oh, the board pay the men;. we do not 
pav then1." There were those n1en 111 charge of 
the prisoners ; there was nothing to prevent 
then1 frmn thro\ving down tobacco, knives, or 
anything else. But we. were told, "gh, they 
must aet a recommendatiOn. The sheriff passes 
them:' hut they are recommended by the board." 
Thes~ n1en are there going about with guns in 
their hands; men who possibly may have.been 
there themselves, or who may lmve some fr1.ends 
there. That is a strange state of thing·.:-;, 
sir. They are not sworn in as special con
stables or anything of that kind. They are 
simply put on guard at the instance. of the 
divisional board. It is well known that m many 
cases tobacco has been smuggled in to the 
prisoners. I was speaking to a gentlernan 
about this matter this forenoon, and he told me 
that he had hem·d the following story from a 
clergyrr1an :-Smne. ti1ne ago a business n1a? 
thouo-ht he would grve a man who had served hrs 
time ~a chance of earning an honest living, and 
eno·aaed him. The man rendered him faithful 
se;;'vi~e, was steady and industrious, and the re~ult 
was that he saved money and took np a selectwn. 
The other day when he was going away h;; 
asked his employer, "Can I have that case? 
His employer asked him what he wanted _it for, 
and he replied, " I want to send a few tlungs to 
a friend of mine at St. Helena." The result was 
that he packed up a lot of tobacco, twu or four 
bottles of brandy-I forget which-several packs 
of cards, and several other things, and that 
parcel went away by steamer to St. Helena. 
That came out in a very funny way. I cannot 
relate one-hundredth part of the instances in the 
evidence to which I might refer; but I find my 
throat is failing me. I will, however, refer briefly 
to Toowoomba Gaol, which is kept for female 
misoners. I think. sir. that that institution ongbt 
to be aboli;;hed at. once; I do not think it ought 
to be there at all. Its position is peculiar, and 
the accommodation is decidedly wrong-. There 
are a large number of prisoners herded together 
in the wards. \Vhen I went into one of the 
dormitories and had a look round the other day, 
I saw over thirty women all sleeping in one 
apartment in the associated cells. I a-sked 
why it was so, and was told that it was be
cause they had not sufficient accommodation. 
I asked the prisoners a good many questions, 
and of course, they were all satisfied, with one 
exc~ption. Mr. Murray, the police magistrate, 
had them ::tiTanged in front of us and called to 
attention, and.they were asked if tbey bad any 
complaints. They were all silent for a while. 
At last one woman said she had a complaint, 
which she stated. vVhen asked why she did not 
make her compbint to the turnkey she said, "It 
is no use making- complaints to them ; you get 
into the cells if yuu do." Possibly that may be 
so, or it may not. However, I wish to.refer more 
particularly to the evrls of the assocrated cells. 
There are women there who have been alnwst 
all their lives in gaol-women who have been 
forty or fifty times convicted--and there are a;Iso 
mixed up with tbem young girls who are suffermg
their first conviction ; and anyone reading the 
evidence given can come to no other conclusion 
than that this gaol is a very bad place indeed for 
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young girls to be put into. It is stated that the 
elder prisoners indulge in very bad behaviour
beastly behaviour. The'' take up their clothes 
over their heads and chase each other round 
the \Vards, and use htngua.ge "V hi eh is n1nch too 
bea><tly to mention. \V ell, I think that is a ;;ad 
state of affair.,, and I think if the Government 
cannot nmnage their own gaols better than 
this, it would be almost better to let the prisoners 
loose among society, because when young girls 
go in there they come out a great deal worse than 
when they went in. There is one female prisuner 
who gave evidence, which I will read, a;nd 
I think it will convince a good many hnn. mem
bers that what I have Sllid with reference to the 
evils of the a"sociaterl cells syc;tem is quite true. 
On page 244 this evidence is given:-

"6188. I ha.vc been ill-used since I h:we been here. 
I had a child in the cell the first time I came here, 
throngh a lJentin~ I re,>eivcd from the old 1mnds. I 
told the m<ttron, c\Ir". Jo,eph, that I felt ha<! after I 
had been kicked, and. she sai<L 'I want none of your 
ea11ers,' and she put me in a clark plaee~hospital they 
call it. They would not send for a doctor. I was in 
the dormitory, and was kicked lJy some of the old hands, 
and the ldcking brought on pains. I calle(l ont, bnt 
they had no more compassion on me than if I had been 
a t\o~. }!r. Dnnn, the chief turnkey, asked me what 
was the matter, and I tolU him I t'elt bad. He 'rent 
and told ::nr::3. Blaney. but he did not send for the 
doctor. l\>Irs. Blancy did not come during the night 
when I 'vas calling out. There was another woman in 
the cell, but she was no good to me, because she was 
sick. It was about half-past 6 in the morning when 
l\Ir. Dunn 'vent for :Jlrs. Blaney. I had been calling 
out all night. l\Irs. Blancy came to see me about 
ll o'clock next morning. The doctor did not come 
for about five days afterward~. 'rhe baby was born 
at about 5 o'clod:, before Dunn came. I think 
a little girl was present as well as the sick woman ; 
she was doing six months, and was about six
teen years old. She helped me as mnch as she 
could. Dnnn sent for :Jliss Xixon, who was very kind. 
r.l'he matron did not require to come if Jiiss Xixon was 
there. The doctor only jnst came to the door of my 
cell. I had only eight (lays more to serve, nnd I n~ked 
the gaoler at the end of tha.t time to give me a few 
shillings to go to Rockhampton, hn t he woul1t not. I 
had to sleep ont the night I went dmvn to JJrisbane. 
The baby 'vas born dead. I did not hc:tr it cry. I was 
kept in the hospital for the rcmaindrr of my sentence. 
l\Ir. Blaney refused to give me a pass to Rockhampton. 
I had to sit dmvn thl',;e times on my way to the railway 
station~! 'vas so weak. I was a stranger in Brisbane. 
I slept out that night, and next day was put into gaol. 
I met a p:1rty I knew and he gave me some drink. I 
prostituted myself to get money." 

That was eight days after her confinement. 
"I got another three months here and was sick all 

the time. l\fr. Blancy always treated me badly. I 
have been baclnntrds and fonvards here ten times. 
'l'he old hands said that the baby was made here. 1\:Ir. 
Blaney had a suspicion that I had got into the men's 
place. The 'vay the old hands behaved in the dormi
tory 'i\"!LS disgrac1Qful. They were always fighting and 
swearing, and pnlling each other about. I was searched 
carefully when I came here. All new chums are; the 
old hands are not, because they arc able to tell l\Ir 
Mnrrny, the visiting justice, they smoke in the dormi
tory. A prisoner can go into l\Ir. Blaney':s and sleep 
there all night, and not be seen in the yard for a 
week. I have seen ~iiss ~ixon here at 11 o'elock at 
night; she speaks to us as if we were dogs. I have seen 
gentlemen in her room 'vith her. I have been three 
1nonths in the Rockhampton Gaol. ::\Ir. Blaney could 
have t\Yenty servants out of the gaol. The old bands 
arc fed up, and can fight with the new chnms. :)Irs. 
BlanAy hnd a son about a week ago. One of the 
I)l'isoners has jnst. come ont of the house. Her name is 
Kat~ ::\Inllins, and she has been ln the gaoler's house 
for a weel\:. I expect she broui[llt bnck -tobaeeo, and 
will di\ide it nmongst the old hands. I have soun 
prisoners mvay for a "'cck. TlF:re ii• one prisoner in the 
yard who is t:llmn down tmn1 to serub out a place 
belonging to the gaoler. A quiet ~;irl, named Sarah 
::\Inttie, came here, and one of the Olllllandsspat in her 
face. Sarah ::\Iattie then hit her. and I went to pull her 
away, and told her not to get fighting." 

It goes on like that, and finishes up with this :
"The old hands expose themselves at night, and 

bcharc indecently. ! young girl might just as well go 

to a brothel at once. The old hands will pull up their 
clothes and race round the yard. If an old hand is sick 
here, she is well attended to; but a new hand c.:..uld die 
in the yard before she would see the doctor. I have 
several times seen old hands throw their clothes over 
their heads. I have seen newspaptrs come from the 
gaoler's honse; J<jmily Hanscn nsed to bring them; 
she was turned out of the gaoler's house for being 
drnnk. Some women were smoking dmn1 in the 
closd when I came in here; some of the old hands 
t~eemed as if they hnd grog with them when I first came 
here, but not lately." 
Now, that proves thllt there is something mate· 
rially wrong. Of course, the evidence is denied 
to a certain extent ; but a large amount of the 
evidence given confirms those statements. The 
gaoler himself admits that he has used the 
prisoners; but he says that he does it under an 
order from the sheriff, and, of course, he cannot 
be blame<l if that is so. Now, I think the 
evidence in regard to the gaol for female 
prisoners at Toowoom ba is something like a 
disgrace to any community, ltncl it is high time 
that some steps were taken to remedy the evils 
that exist there. I have no doubt that a great 
deal of this is brou1<ht about by the llssociated 
system, and I say that the prison at Toowoomba 
ought to be ltbolished. I may refer to one prisoner, 
Annie JYicCormack, who has forty-nine convic· 
tionA recorded against her. She was let out from 
the gaol, and preferred to get out of the train at 
Helidon, stating that she did not want to come to 
Brisbane. She camped a night on the road with
·out covering over her and got back to Toowoomba 
Gllol in a few days, as she said she would rather 
stop there. Her statements are corroborated by 
other prisoners who have given evidence upon 
the management, and with reference to the asso· 
ciated system, the misbehaviour of the women, 
and the foul language used. Now, sir, I visited 
the reformatorv at Toowoomba.. I think it is 
in a good condition. I saw the girls lit work 
there, and they washed and ironed and did 
their work as well as I have ever seen laundry 
work done. They all seemed to be tidy and 
clean, and I do not see that there is any 
possible chance of their mixing with the other 
women, or having any communication with them. 
\Vhether they do so or not I do not know, but I 
should hardly think it likely. I think that Mr. 
Blaney. takes too much pride in the reformatory 
to allow any communication to exist between 
the reformatory girh and the grown prisoners 
in the gaol. I think the best way to deal with 
this Toowoomba Gltol is to abolish it altogether. 
The womBn, of course, must be taken care of. 
They are the sweepings of Brisbane streets and 
the streets of London and other cities. They 
are the vilest of the vile, and there are many 
among them who have been convicted twenty 
times, and others who have forty or fifty convic
tions recorded against them. I think, therefore, 
that those women should be isolated ; that 
girls should not be put amongst them; that they 
should be kept in single cells, and should not 
be allowed to go on in the way they do by 
using foul and obscene language in the presence 
of the young people. I think we ought to secure 
one of the islands in the Bay, and put them 
there, under good guard. That is an idea well 
worth considering. K ow, sir, I wish to refer to 
another matter, but I shall not be able to delll 
with all the points I should wish to, as I 
find that my voice is giving way ; but before 
I go into that, I wish to say that a great 
deal of good work has been done by ladies 
in Toowoomba and Brisbane visiting the refor· 
matory. I believe there has been ll split 
amongst them, but that has been set right now. 
The Townsville Gaol, so far as I can see, is about 
the worst managed of any of them, and appears 
to be one mass of complaints and wrong-doings. 
I have received a statement which I propose to 
read to the House in reference to it, and, strange 
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to say, this statement came to me on the 23rd 
August, showing that it was written before 
the report wa3 known, or anything at all about 
it came out. It wao written by a man named 
Hagerty, who was a turnkey in the g·aol. This 
lll<tn was discharged, though whether rightly or 
wrongly I do not know ; but the eddence goeB 
to prove, I think, that he was very badly treated. 
He came to me and spoke to me about his gtiev
ances, and I told him I could not remember half 
of what he told me, but if he would put his 
complaints in writing I would see if it was worth 
while to take any steps in the matter, and at any 
rate it might be useful to me when the matter 
came before the House. 'fhis is the ste,tement 
this man makes :-

" Snt,-Enclosecl please filHl, so fm· as my memory 
serves me, the promised. information ve 'rown::wille 
Gaol and its gaoler. 'l'hc facts set forth can all be 
proved, and if the Gaol Commissioners' rcyort contains 
all the evidence it will nearly all be found therein. 
'Pait ce que deVi~as, cul'l:ienne que pouNa.' 

"Yours obediently, 

"A. ::\1, IlAGERTY." 

This is the statement he makes. It is borne out 
by the evidence, not only of himself, but of others 
examined:-

" The Turnkeys.-The gaoler has a herd of milk 
cmvs, two horses, a flock of goats, and a very numerous 
poultry yard, and they all rCl!Uired to be ,;cry strictly 
attended to, several prisoners being told ott' who, in 
cha,rge of a turnkey, do Yery little else. 1'he gaoler's 
servants are let ouL of their cell before the usual hour, 
so that they may be ready immediately the early morn
ing parade is over. The turnkey on ~~o. 3 tnkes them, 
gathers any spn.re food from the previous evening meal, 
and goes and feeds the poultry; after that the goats are 
milked, then the rnilkingherdarelooked for, and as they 
are at night turned out oE the gaol pa.ddoek, they have to 
be searched for in the neighbourhood, and it is quite 
a nsnal thing to ha Ye to go into the park, or garclen, or 
hospital paddock ; this, during the last sea~on, meant 
being :regularly \vet to the skin (as the grass was wai~t 
rleep), anti no matter what the weather was this had 
to be done. ""ell, being found, part of the cows were 
milked, and after brcaldast they \vere tinh:;hod. Xo 
matter in what condition a turnkey retnrnc<l otl' this 
duty no tilnc was allowed him to change-indeed 
it would scarcely have been \Yorth while, as al"tcr 
breakfast he \vas ont again, and so on during the 
day unt:il he finished at night, after having gatherv.<l 
the goats into their yard, penned up the calves, 
and turned the cows out to graze. It might be 
considered, that considering the work done by the 
turnlieys for the gaoler's private profit, tlmt they would 
be treated with civility, but that is not so. I never 
heard the gaoler speak a civil word to a turnkey. He is 
a man irredeemably selfish, and no man nncter him will 
remain for any length of time, nnlf'~s he is ~t good 
talc-bearer and a good cowboy. He must be-to n8e 
an ex:vressive but not very polite word-a "crawler." 
2\iany a time I have heard the state of the gaol spoken 
of when he was away on leave-ho'v quietly and 
regularly the work went on, no trouble, men knew 
what duty to do, and they did it. Many regrets have 
I heard expressed (since his return) that he did not 
get made a keeper of the Irish dynamite magazine 
and blow himself up. He is most thoroughly hated. by 
every man in the gaol, without exception. He is coarse 
and brutal in his language, and called Turnkey Storey 
'a stupid pig,' and that before pl'isoners. He has on 
several occasions threatened to kick turnkeys out of 
the gaol. \Yhen I heard and saw 'vhat wa.s going on, I 
said to several of the turnkeys, '\:rell, why don't you 
report?' rrhe answer was, 'Oh, oh! \oYhen you begin to 
repmt the governor of rro-.;,vnsvi·le Gaol you may at the 
same time begin to pack np,' and \\·ell I have found 
that ont. I do not say that it is well to encourage 
subordinate otlicials to report their superior officer~<, 
but the protection of the latter may be t"::trricd too 
far. ""hen 1 joiued the gaol service on .January last 
the firearms were in a clangerous state from neglf'ct, 
being rusted; in fact, the revolver given to me, wllen 
examined on parade, it was found that a small hornet 
had f01·med a nest in the barrel; after I complained 
they were kept in better order." 

Those are the firearms given to the turnkeys to 
protect the country, and it must be remembered 
this is all borne out in the evidence, 

"No instruction books are given to newtlll'l1keys, nor 
is any instruction regularly given ; in fact I never 
got any, and when I applied to the principal turnkey to 
borrow a Gaol Regulation-book that was in the office, 
it was refused 111e." 
Then follows a matter which I think is worthy 
of come notice. He says :-

"I was reportccl on the 28th Ji'ebruary for allowing a 
pri~o11cr to csea1JC from one yard into another. I was 
at tlle time ou duty ln the tower, and the pri~oncr, an 
aboriginal, got OYer the fence at a pl:we where I conld 
uot ~ec him. the roof of a shl_d being- 1Jetwecn ns. I 
\vas reporte-d again on the 7th and iOth 3Iarch. :J.Iy 
explanations, aceornpauied b_,.H1cdica1 certificate, show
ing I was ill frmn intermittent fever, was sent to the 
sheriff. About six weeks after ::\Ir. Henry, the P.:J.I., 
'l'ownsYillc, held an investigation. By the evidence of 
two turnkeys I disproved the reports; nevertheless, I 
WHS suspended on the 3rd }lay. I was kept suspended 
until the 1st July, and then vm·bally told by the sheriff 
that I was disclmrged loug before. That information 
haclneverbeen communicated to me." 
Surely a man, whether he is suspended or not, 
should have bir play. He goes on to say:-

"Ono of the turnke~·s who gave evidence on my behalf 
was taken into the gaoler's oflicc and roundly abused for 
goiug to give evidence in my favour, and in one week 
that turnker \vas t'vico reportccl, and he also was dis
chargecl. His name is McCarthy." 
That i8 all confirmed by the evidence, and it is 
strange that this man should have written this 
as if he knew what evidence would be given. 

"The other turnkey (1\lorris) had been reported for 
being asleep (he was suffering from the effects of the 
wettings he had got from time to time, looking after 
the gaoler's cnttle, and had been upwards of seventeen 
hours on duty). 'l'hat was the complaint against him. 
He also was discharged. The gaoler seemed to take a, 
dislike to me from the first ; his manner to me always 
seemed intenc1ed to irritate, so that I might sn.y or do 
something which would enable him to report me for 
insubordination. He kept me on duty on the tower, 
and ordered me, at a. time when the sun was blazing 
do,vn upon me, to stand on t in the sun and not to offer 
to go into the to\ver-to stand there all day. Is 1t any 
wonder tlw t I lost 15 lbs. i.n the first two months' ser
vice, and that I had an attack of fever? I hart. a sef·ontl 
attaek after I was suspended. I belim·e tha.L more turn
keys haxc been cl.i:'lmisserl, resigned, and transferred from 
rrownsvillc Gaol siuce it was opened than all the other 
gaols of the colony. 

"rnw reports, explanations, and Jir. Henry's investiga
tions are voluminous; the latter I neYcr saw. I en
deavoured to obtain a 'Gaol Regnlation-lJook' when 
making- out my explanations, but it would not be 
allowed me. 

'"l'he reports again~t myself, turnkeys 11cCarthy and 
)!orris, together with the telegTams sent, are in the 
sheriff's oflice. 'l'hcy would be most instructive reading, 
and might 3SSist to uunt\rel the mystery of why the 
Towns villc gaoler has such de:;;potic pmver. 

"'fhcn the Gaol Commh,,.ioners were at rrownsville 
the gaoler told them a lie alJout turnkeys l\IcCarthy, 
:aron·is, and myself. I quote .1\Ir. Rose's word.s, 'The 
gaoler told us you were dismissed and gone away.' I 
saw the gaoler after that, and he had heard nothing-at 
least he said so." 
Here is a note on that point made by me :-

" \Vriter was living close to the gaol at Townsville at 
the time the evidence was taken by the Gaols Commis
sion." 
The letter goes on to say :-

"Amy Smyth, or Smith, the keeper of a notorious 
brothel at West End, Townsville, convicted at the 
Autumn District Court, 'l,ownsville, this year, and 
sentenced to six months' hard labour, for having robbed 
a man at the brothel. She \Vas only a few days in 
gaol \Yhcn admitted to the gaoler"s re!jidence and 
allowed to practise on his piano, also allO\ved to parade 
the garden nnd paddock \Yithout escort; in fact, she 
could. have wqlked a\-vay had she so desired it; bnt 
\Vhere was the necessity of leaving snch comfortable 
quarters:· tshe is tht--:: pet aull companion of the gaoler's 
wife, tt.:aches his children (fol" Amy is an accomplished 
1unsician). Slle is remarkably like the gaoler, and 
bears the same name. 'l'he IJaddock is bounded by two 
public streets. 'l'he executed woman, }Irs. 'l'hompson, 
was for a considerable time the gaoler's coolc She was 
allowed to remain alone with the male turnkey on 
night duty up to as late as tile gaoler's supper-time i and 
she, a desperate w-oman, committed for trial for having 
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induced a paramour to murder her husband, had 
around her the gaoler's cutlery, whilst hanging outside 
agninst the ldtchen wall were a scythe ~.t.nd two reaping 
hooks. 'rhe gaoler's kitchen is inside the circle, and 
his cook~who is almost invariably selected from the 
numerous women of ill-fnme that abound in 'l'mvnsyille, 
ancl 'vho pay rt'gular vlsit'3 to the gaol-is, or wa:-;, 
nightly left with the male tnrnJ.;:r.r on night dnty 
after the female turnkey lutd gone home, and tile 
g<talcr's wife in her residence. Female vrisoners 
'vho are scrYants to the gaoler arc regularly passed 
in and out to the gaoler's rc..;;idence; they, his 
S8rvants, are also permitted to pcr:nnbnlatc the pad
doclc I have s"cn them as far as the reeeption ward. 
IAmatics were confined in the gaol in the Xo. 3 yard; 
they were herded (that is in May last, 1vhen I left) witll 
criminals of all mttions-aboriginals, Chine.;;e, kauakas, 
J1alays, &c.; many of whom 1vere foul with venereal 
disease, and four J.Ialays were more than suspected of 
being lepers. '!'hey had to use the same bath (there being 
only one) and squat on the ground among them to take 
their food, and their treatment was the same. \Yorse than 
that, they occupy the same cells at night, and arc regu
larly given into the care of prisoners committed for 
capltal crimes. Cells built to accommodate one prisoner 
have three and occasionally four for the night. .Many of 
the insane after atlmission become notably worse. One 
mtse-a Dr. Horan, from Charters Towers-raved for 
weeks about being shut up in the comp~tny of mur
derers and thieves. He had ultimately to be sent 
to nroogaroo. Another named Aslww was given into 
the care of a man committed for ·sodomy (Evans, 
of Cooktown, now undergoing ten years' venal servi
tude for that offence), and the man since exceutecl 
for the l~avcuswoocl murder. 'fhey all oceupied the 
same cell. In the midcUe of the night E\~ans was 
seen to be going on with his sodomite game with 
the lunatic. It was reported to the gaoler next morn
ing by Pickford-sinceex.ecnted-aftcr which Evans was 
confined in a cell by himself." 
There was no inquiry in this case. \Vhen the 
matter was reported to the gaoler nothing was 
said, and we should never have known it but for 
this Commission. 

"The matter was hushed np; but is it any wonder 
that Askew had ahm to be sent to \Yoogaroo? It ahv~t\ s 
seemed to me 111 'fownsv-ille Gaol that the more grave 
the charge against a vri~'mor the more he 1vas trusted. 
Kow, sir, were it reported to us that Russia sent those 
whom God has permitted to be afllicted b.\' mental 
derangement into the company and care of her vilest 
criminals, what columns would be written on the sub
ject to prove that she was receding in civilisation! 
1n1ere is our boasted Christianity when this has been 
done during the current year in a pnblie institution, pro~ 
vided with a visiting justiee, a doctor, a.nd oecasionally 
by ministers:-- There is no snch tiling as hard labour. 
'l'ho 1Jcll riugs at 8 a.m. for work, whkh is counncnced 
at from ten to tiftecn minutes after, firewood cutting 
being what they play at. 'Smoke oh!' is calletl at 10 
a. m.; stop at 11·-15 tor dinner; at 1 p.m. \vork is resumed; 
'Smoke, oh!' a~ain at 2·::w; 1vork stopped at 3·45 p.m.; 
and that is called ha,rd labour. I call it killing time. 
Of conr~e there are in t:w kitchen four or ii\'c men 
doing the work of two, spending most of their time 111 
gossiping and smoking. The gaoler has two horses, and 
they are allmved to run regularly in the ya1·ds. On one 
occasion they destroyed the female prisoners' hats and 
on another ate Hll some of the male prisoners' lJre:lCl; in 
faet, the kitchen has to be kept shut a.gainst them or 
they would help themselves. Chubb's expensive patent 
locks are u:;ed on the g<wler's poultry and buggy lwusr.;;, 
anll galvanised tubs and tins are lying about the gaoler's 
fowl and goat yarJ corroding when, at the same time, 
sntiicieht can scarcely be got for in,ide. \rlleu prisoners 
lea.ve the gaol no record is kept oi the work they arc sent 
to do. 

"During )!arch an organised attempt to escape Wf~s 
discovered (the sodomite Entns gave the infornuLt,ion 
out of revenge); the attempt \nts to be m<Ldc when 
one of the large gates was opened to allow of the 
gaoler's bnggy being passed out ot· in. 'fhc bng-gy very 
frequently remained in t.hc woocl-yanl m· outer circle, 
and conlll have been easily rcareti against Uw onter 
wall; bnt the intention was to ru~h the gate, and, as 
the prisoners had r~movecl a rail from the yard fen('e, 
it offered a. fair chance of sueccss, r'1Pecially as a con
sidet'able portion of the circle could not be seen from 
the watchtower. Notwithstanding this no extra pre
cautions were taken, and it 'vas only by good luck that 
there 1vas not an emeute. 

~' 1Vhen the buggy l'C(lUired lubricating, the castor 
oil provided for the prisoners was used, antl I believe 
it is also on record that the cosmetics required by 
the gaoler's wife are charged on a medicine voucher. 

"Previous to the gaoler and family visiting Ireland, he 
had. as many as twenty~nine suits of clothing nutde by 
prisoners; in fact, all is done for himself and family, 
and any prisonm· by whose work he ~can profit is used 
by him; \vhen, on the other h~tncl, a turnkey could not 
get his h~tir cut nor bntton sewn on without running the 
risk (if disco,rercd) of being reported and censured." 

I did not read this until I had analysed the 
evidence, and it so coincided with the evidence 
of the pri:<oners, the discharged turnkeys, the 
gaoler him~elf, and the present turnkeys, that I 
think it was the best analysis of the goings-on 
at the Townsville Gaol that I have met. It was 
far better than I could have done myself, and 
that is the reason I have occupied the time of 
the House in reading it. It goes to show that 
that the whole management is wrong. I meant 
to go a good deal further, and speak about 
the Brisbn.ne Gaol, the St. Helena Gaol, the 
Romtt Gaol-in fact, to >t1mlyse the whole of 
it ; but I find I cannot to-night. I intend at 
some future time to revert to some of those 
subjects. Of course, I do not believe all that is 
said ; the prisoners are naturally anxious to 
"paint the devil black er than he is"; but when 
the statements made by the prisoners are corro
borated to such an extent, it is quite evident to 
me that there are grieva.nces which ought to be 
removed. I have to thank hem. members for the 
patient hearing they have given me. 

The COLO:'{IAL SECRETARY (Hon. B. B. 
l\Ioreton) said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I am not going 
to take up the time of the House very long in 
sttying w!mt I have to say in reply to the hon. 
member's remarks. I entirely agTee with some 
of the recommendations made by the Commis
sioners in their report ; they are exactly what I 
thought necessary before that report came out. I 
believe myself that it is essential that the general 
management of the prisons should be under one 
head. I may say that I disbelieve altogether 
a good deal of the evidence that has been 
brought forward by the prisoners; what has been 
g<1thcred from their evidence must be taken 
wrth a grain of salt. I think the Commissioners 
based a great portion of their recommendations 
on the evidence of prisoners only. I do not 
deny that mnny things hctve occurred which 
ought not to have occurred; there are thingl-l 
going on in our grtols of which I never knew 
until I read this report and the evidence. In 
the case that the hrm. member mentioned, at 
Townsville, which he said would never have been 
made public but for this report, the sheriff did 
mctke an inquiry, and laid the papers before 
me. Of course, our system at the present 
time is not all that it would be if we were an 
older community, and had more money to spend 
on buildings. There is no doubt that the clnssi
fication at St. Helena is not what it ought to be 
if a proper amount of money could be spent 
on it. The question of building another pen,tl 
establishment ha" been before the present Gov
ernment, but it was not quite decided whether it 
should be built on the islm1d of St. Helena or on 
the mainland, and the matter w.1sleft until we had 
this report sent in. Hon. members know that tt 
sum of money hae been voted for that pnrpose. In 
one aspect of the case, it may be more c0nvenient 
to have it built on the nminlanrl, but it would be 
more economical to have it built at St. Helena. 
If it were on the mainland there would probably 
be the advt1ntage th<tt it would be accessible at 
any time, and could be reached more quickly by 
train, but there is greater security in having it 
on ttn island, while it also cheapen.s the manage
Inent as far as the nun1ber of 1,\'rtrders is con
cerned. Those scenes in the Toowoomba yard 
which the hem. member so graphically described 
may have occurred or they may not. I myself 
do not credit that they did occur; I hardly 
think they could have occurred without the 
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visiting justice hearing something about it. I 
quite agree with the suggestion that the female 
gaol at 'foowoomba is not the place it should be. 
I think there should be a new gaol built espe
cially for females, and it would be much more 
advantageous to have it nearer to Brisbane, 
although the climate of Toowoomba, which is a 
factor in the question, may have something to 
do with the settlement of the question. With 
regard to the classification of prisoners, we have, 
as I said, none. The only classification that is 
attempted at St. Helena is tha,t those who are 
working in the sheds are kept in one yard, those 
doing outdoor labour are kept in another yard, 
and those who are doing punishment are kept in 
a third. That an improvement is recjuired at 
St. Helena, as far as classification is concerned, 
is ma,nifest. I am also of opinion that no pri
soners should be sent to St. Helena for a shorter 
sentence than one year. It makes long-sentence 
prisoners dissatisfied with their condition to see 
short-sentence prisoners going in and l~vingevery · 
month or so. But at present the accommodation 
in the Brisbane Gaol is insufficient to keep all 
the short-sentence prisoners there. But it is 
extremely advisable that they should not mix 
with the long-sentence prisoners at St. Helena, 
and I have req nested the sheriff to send in 
a report upon this point, and also to add any 
remarks he may have to make on the report res
pecting those g·aols which are under his man
agement. I have also asked Captain 'fownley 
to make any remarks he would like to make on 
the report as far as it affects St. Helena. I have 
here a report from the Brisbane gaoler, and 
although he finds fault with the evidence of the 
prisoners, I do not see anything very material in 
it, excepting, perhaps, with regard to the clean
liness of the blankets. It was stated in the 
evidence that the blankets at the gaol were not 
properly washed. The gaoler denies that very 
distinctly, and states that they are washed eyery 
three months or oftener. 

Mr. MURPHY : Since the inquiry was held, 
no doubt. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, before 
it. But I will read what he says on the sub
ject:-

" Blankets.-! contend that here again is a 11agrant 
case of unfairness. 

"'The blankets arc not wn.shccl regularly. The evi
dence upon this point is eonilirtin.~. Some prisoners 
declare they had not been washed for nine months, 
but this was denied by the officials, wllo, ho·weYe :·, 
admitted that they n1ight not have been cleansed for 
four months.' 

"The Board deduce from this that the prisoners "\Vho 
iixed the period at nine months spoke truly, while thol':e 
who fixed it at three months spoke untruly. Surely it 
was the duty of the Commissioners to exnmiue the 
washcrmrrn in snch a case as this; but they appear to 
have omitted to do so. rrhey at least wonld, if their 
minds had been unbia~cd, h~tvu l'I?'!J;arded with sus
picion the evidence of prboners whom I lu:ul clist.iuctly 
referred to as likely to entertain hostile feelings 
against the administration. It will be found on 
page 87, paragraph 1749, that the wardsman who has 
the handling of the blankets says, ' I knmv that 
th c blankets are washed every three months.' Again, 
pqge 97, paragraph 2126, Turnkey Joseph Sncyd C\,

plains why four months instead of three had chl]lsed 
sinee the last 1vashing. He says: '\Ye arc rather 
overcrowded, and the wca ther being wet \YC couhl not 
wash them. \Ve h~tve not that number of blankets 
that if those in use get 1vet 1ve can serve out drv ones.' 
Again, Captain Jekyll, page 107, paragra-ph 2438, says: 
'They are washed every three months. If a man said 
thev had not been washed for nine months it 'voulcl be 
absOlutely untrue.' Again, )ir. \Yooclward, 1mge 111, 
1mragraph 2576, N'lYS: 'They were continually being 
washed-every two or three months. Vfc ahvays hatl a 
stock of clean blankets replenishing the others. Clean 
blankets were always in circula,tion. \Vhcu a dirty man 
came in he got. diity blankets, ancl those stayillg in a 
long time kert the same lJ!ankets all the time.' " 

I presume that "clirty blankets" means blankets 
that have been in me-that he did not give them 
fresh blankets. I do not think there is anything 
ehe I need say in reply to the hon. member, 
excepting- that the evidence of prisoners was one 
of tLe chief foundations on which the Commis
sioners based their report. No doubt there are 
hardships in the smaller gaols in the country; 
that must necessarily be the m1se, consJClering the 
distance they are apart from each other, and the 
not very easy access to some of them. There has 
been some complaint in reference to the moving 
of prisoners from one g·aul to another. No doubt 
hardships hm·e occurred in transit, and must 
naturally occur. The main recommendations of 
the Commissioners are such that everybody, I 
think, will agree to. There are six of them, as 
far as the buildings and the classification of 
prisoners are concerned, and they are all, I 
think, worthy of being carried out as soon as we 
are able to do so. But I believe the main thing 
is to have an inspector of prisons, who will take 
the entire management of them into his own 
hands. At present the sheriff has the manage
ment of the Brisbane Grwl and the country gaols, 
while the penal establishment at St. Hclena is 
under the management of the superintendent, 
who deals directly with the Colonial Secretary's 
Office. Those are points in the report which I 
think everybody would be willing to agree to, 
and I for one will do the best I can to see them 
carried out. 

Mr. BAILEY said: Mr. Speaker,-I regret 
ym·y much that the Colonial Secretary seems to 
have utterly failed to grasp the main questions 
that have been raised by the hon. member for 
Dalby. I g-ive great cneclit to that hon. member 
for his persistent efforts in trying to insert the 
thin end of the wedge into the system on which 
we conduct our penal establishments, and indeed 
into the whole system of justice in this colony, 
There are other members of the House who 
have tried to do the same thing, and who 
have failed to do even what he has succeeded 
in doing- and he has done very little yet. 
\Ye have g0t a report-a bulky volume of evi
dence, imperfect, very imperfect, badly arranged; 
so badly arranged and imperfect is it that I do 
not believe there are six members of this House at 
this moment who ha Ye been able to analyse that 
report and the evidence properly. I hope, sir, 
that the hon, member for Dalby will consent 
that we shall take a proper debate upon this 
qnestion when we are in Committee of 
SujJply, It is quite impossible to do it 
now. :Members are not prepared to discuss 
the question in connection with the evidence 
they haYe before them, and until they haYe 
an opportunity of stndying it fully it cannot 
be properly discussed. I can fairly state that 
not one member out of six in this House has 
been o,ble or has had an opportunity of doing 
t<o. \Vhy, it would take three or fonr days' close 
study tu go thmugh and analyse the report and 
evidence as it has been placed before us. There 
are no 1nargina1 notes; the whole thing is jun1 .. 
bled up together. 'The report may be a good one, 
the evidence may be good ; but we are not in a 
1 H)sition to analy::-;e thcn1 without a great deal of 
time and trouble. Sir, it is a very great social 
rtue"tion we hnz e to consider, not mere little petty 
details about the treatment of one prisL<ner or an
other, or the condition of one gaol or r~nother. We 
are opening up a great social problem. \Ve began 
to open it up before, sir ; we are carrying it on 
now, and J hope that we shall be able to carry it 
a great der~l further than we have been doing. 
\Vhy, ,,,ir, the Offender;; Probation Act is one of 
the gmndest strokes of jnrisprnclPnce ever passed 
by any parliament in the world. I hope, sir, that we 
shall be able to recognise the fact that there are 
criminals and criminals ; that there are innocent 
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persons who are treated as criminals; that there are 
crin1inals by accident, and crin1inal~ belonging 
to what we call "the criminal classes." 'ro treat 
all those three classes alike is barbarity and 
cruelty. But, sir, officialdom knows no distinc
tion. .A man who is perfectly innocent of any 
crime whatever is taken into custody to-day by " 
policeman, and is treated worse than the worst 
of crimimth; and officialdom looks on con
tentedly, with "\Ve can't help it." Bread and 
water for him, and a loathsome cell. A man 
may become criminal by a mere accident, by 
some temptation that he could not with
stand, or something of that kind, and he 
is treated just as badly as the worst of the 
criminal class. Officialdom makes no distinc
tion; but I hope, sir, that when this question is 
debated this distinction shall be insisted upon, 
and that such a system shall be carried out in 
this colony that instead of creating criminals, 
as has been .clone in some of the older countries, 
we shall reform those who have been· convicted, 
and protect the innocent from being thrust in 
with the most guilty and depraved. I do trmt, 
sir, that this debate will be continued. I think 
great credit is clue to the hon. member for Dalby 
for bringing it under the noticeofParlimuent. \Ve 
have men here who have taken great interest in 
this question for years-not many, but yet there are 
some who have endeavoured to imlJrove the 
pre,;ent condition of things, but who lmve been 
blocked in every attempt by the reel tape and 
officittlclmn of which I have spoken. Therefore, 
I f;ay, great honour is clue to the hon. mern ber 
for Dalby that at last he has persuaded the 
Governn1ent to give us this Co1ntnission to bring· 
up this report and this evidence. Faulty though 
it may be, and imperfect as it Jruty be, yet I am 
confident that it will do a great deal of good; 
uncl it will lead to good results, I am sure, if, 
when we debate the question, it will be fully and 
completely debated by us. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Spectker,-I should 
like to say a few words before the House goes 
into Committee of Supply. I do not know 
whether we shall have another opportunity of 
dealing with the report that has been brought np, 
or whether it is intended to say what has to be 
said about it now and let tlmt !Je the end of it. 
I think, sir, with the hem. member for \Yicle Boy, 
that this is a very important que,;tion indeed, 
and one thr1t require::i a v a::::;t anwuut of con~ 
sideration, not only at the hands of hon. mem
bers, bnt also at the hands of the Government. 
There is no doubt it io a difficult <Jnestion to 
deal with-while on the one hand not to treat 
crirnina,ls with undue harBhness, y'"':t on the 
other not to treat them with undue laxity. 
And it must rtlso be borne in mind, 1\lr. Spettker, 
tlmt in order to cany out what sonw of us think 
are necessary refonnt':l in thiR ruatter \VB require a 
very large outlay nf public money. \Ye are 
bound fllways, I think, to take the quc"tion of 
expense into cousideration. \Vc have, perhaps, 
in s01ne things been too a.pt to carry on n1atters 
regardlc-,,, of expense, but I am in hopes that 
that day is fast going- by, ctncl that before 
we con1n1it ourselYeB to anything we shall, 
as the Premier has put it, have the money 
in hand that is necessary, or know wher'e to lay 
our hands upon it. Now, sir, I hrwe not hctd 
time, and I daresay few meml1ers have had time, 
to go right thrnngh the volurninous ryport. If I 
mistake not, it has been called the largest docu
ment that has lJeen i,;suecl from the Government 
Printing Oftice. It has only been in our posses
sion some few clays, and, with onr multifarious 
engagen1ents, \VB have not been able to give 
onr undivided attention to it. I do not sup
pose any hon. member has been able to do 
more than read the report itself; and those 
of us who live in the vicinity of gaols have, 

perhaps, read the portions of the evidence 
concerning our own gaols. I think, sir, no one 
lookin"' through that evidence can be other
wise than struck with this fact : that our 
gaols are s"clly mismanaged. \Vhoever it is, the 
sheriff, I presume, is the man chiefly responsible 
for their management, and I do think that as far 
as that gentleman, or these gentlemen-·! believe 
there are two of them--

The PREMIER: No. 
::Yir. ALAKD: \V ell, as far as that gentleman 

is concerned, he has been very lax in the dis
charge of his duties. I have been to the Too
woon1ba Gaol on Inore than one occasion, and I 
must say that I think the duties connected with 
the visiting justice fire carried out in a very 
perfunctory sort of manner. As the hon. mem· 
ber for Dalby has stated, when the visiting 
justice goes to the prison he is accompanied in 
his rounds by the gaoler, the prisoners are 
mar,halled out in front of him, he looks up and 
down-and I co,n assure you, sir, that the female 
prisoners ih Toowoomba Gaol look you up and 
down-however, he looks them up find down, 
and simply asks if there are any complaints. 
rrhere, sir, is the gaoler standing beside 
him, and these prisoners know very well t!mt 
it will be made hot for them, as the saymg 
goes, if they do make complaints to the 
visiting· justice in the presence of their gaoler. 
I regret very mnch, sir, that such a report should 
have to be written as has been written in 
reference to Too woo m ba Gaol. It certainly does 
not speak well for the civilisation of this century 
that such a state of things Ls allowed to exist, as 
does exist in that establishment. To think that 
the cl>tss of women who are sent there from time 
to time are herded together and allowed to 
associate together in the way they are, is really 
monstrous. It must be borne in mind, sir, that 
that gaol was not intended originally for the 
pnrpooe to which it is now applied. It was 
built as a gaol for male offenders: but some yeam 
ago Sir Arthur Palmer, or the Executive, 
determined that it should be set apart for 
fernale prisoners, n.ncl that no 1nale prisoners 
should be kept there except two or three -
sutlicient to do the in8ide work of the g·aol. 
So that there is this to be said : that the g:10l 
was never built for the purpose for which it is 
now U'cecl, and that it is not adapted to requil'e
ments. However, I am plea,c;Bcl to hear that the 
Colonial Secreta.ry is going to see if smne inlprove
ment cannot be nu1<le in that resped. I very 
1nnch favour the sug·gestion that a new gaol 
should be built away from the mainland, and in 
which female prisoners can be kept ; becttuse it is 
well known tlmt when females go to the bad they 
are certainly worse than the men. Now, there 
is the matter of employing- the female prisoners lly 
the gaoler. I think that that is a matter which 
oug-ht not to be allmvecl, and I g-o fmther and 
say that it is much worse tlmt young children 
should be taken from the reformatory in 'l'oo
woomba into the gaoler's house, where they m1:d 
mix with these female prisoners who come out vf 
the ga<Jl. I know that it has been denied tlmt 
such is the case, but we have it in evidence 
from seveml111inisters in Toowoomba that such 
has taken place, and I am quite sure that those 
gentlemen wonlcl not have committed them
se! ves to paper if such had not been the case. 
lint I have it from a very g-ood oource myself that 
that thing is done-that the young children from 
the reformatory are taken into the gaoler's 
house to look after his children, and they there
fme must come in contact with abandoned 
women, who are taken out of this gaol to do the 
work in the gaoler's house. There i,s another 
thing- I noticed when viHiting the refonnn,tory, 
that the children there range from ages of three 
or four years up to ,~ixteen or eighteen. Now, 
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why should those young children, who are per
fectly innocent, and who, through no fault of 
their own, have been taken out of the care of 
those who ought to care for them, and placed 
there by the Government-why should these 
little children be allowed to associate with the 
young girls of fourteen or sixteen, who have 
been sent to the reformatory because they have 
committed some crime? I think that that is 
a matter which ought to be looked into, because 
the children are sent there through no fault of 
their own, and they ought not to come in contact 
with the criminal class. I verv much regret, 
too, to notice the laxity with which the ''iBiting 
surgeon of the Toowoomba Gaol appears to have 
attended to his work. There is, perhaps, this to 
be said : that the emolument which the Govern
ment gives to its medical officers is not nearly 
enough ; but then I think, on the other hand, 
that gentlemen ought not to accept the position 
at that emolument unless they are prepared to do 
their duties honestly and faithfully. 

Mr. NORTON: They hunt after it. 
Mr. ALAND : The hon. member for Port 

Curtis says they hunt after it. \Veil, I do not 
know whether that is the case, but I mn quite 
sure that the gentleman who holds the position 
in Toowoomba does not need it, and would be a 
very great deal better without it. I believe 
that in the new towns medical men who are 
just starting in the profession search for the 
appointments, as it gives them a sort of status to 
be able to call themselves Government doctors. 
I think the hon. member for Dalby is to be con
gratulated in having brought this question before 
UH, and I trust that the report of the Commission 
will not be allowed simply to be read by the 
Executive, and then passed over for further 
consideration when they have nothing else to 
attend to. 

Mr. PALMER said: Mr. Speaker,-I was 
quite surprised when the discussion came on on 
the report of the Commissioners, as I see no notice 
of it on the paper before the House. 

The PREMIER: If you had read Hctnsard 
you would have seen it. 

Mr. P ALMER : I may not have been in the 
House when it was spoken of, and I had not the 
slightest idea that it was coming on until I 
heard the member for Dalby bring it forward. 
The question is of so much importance that I 
think it would be advisable that a certain day 
should be given on which to discuss it. 

The PREMIER : I gave it. I fixed the day 
last week. 

Mr. P ALMER : \V ell, it is not on the paper. 
A verbal statement a week ago might easily 
be forgotten by members. I never heard of it, 
and I have taken a very great intereKt in the 
Gaols Inquiry. I visited the gaols of Adelaide, 
:Melbourne, and Sydney, when down "outh, to 
obtain information, and I know there is a very 
great discrepancy between the manag-ement of 
gaols in the southern colonies and in Queensland. 
I have not half looked through the report, and 
shall be very much disappointed if this is all the 
discussion we are likely to have. I move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

The PREMIER said: The question is to g-o 
into Committee of Supply, and the adjournment 
of this debate cannot be ordered. The hon. 
member is mistaken in saying that no day was 
fixed. The hon. member for Dalby last week 
asked if the Government would give a day 
for the discu~sion of this subject, and I then sug
gested that 1t should be taken on the motion to 
go into Committee of Supply, and undertook to 
pnt Supply at the head of the paper for one 
day this week for the purpose. I promised yester-

day to put it at the head of the paper to-day. 
Accordingly it was put at the head of the pr~per. 
Of course, the hon. member for Dalby might lmve 
given notice that he would call attention to the 
report on a certain day, on the motion to go 
into Committee of Supply, but I think every 
member of the House perfectly understood that 
the <Juestion was going to be introduced to-day, 
and I am sure the hon. member for Dalby under
stood so. I should be glad that there should be 
further discussion on this subject, because it is a 
matter that requires very full ventilation. I 
extremely regret to have read the_ di_sclosures 
made in the report of the Commission, and 
one thing I am satisfied about is, that in 
the admini•tration of our gaols there is certainly 
room for very great improvement. It is also 
very clear that the construction of our gaols is 
defective. 

Mr. CHUBB: That is a question of money. 
The PREMIER: As the hon. gentleman says, 

that is a question of money, but there is no 
duubt that the construction is radically defective. 
The associated system is undoubtedly a very bad 
one, and we must, as far as we possibly can 
afford to do it, substitute the separate system 
for the associated system. It is becomin(S a very 
serious question. Of course, it is a questwn that 
increases in n,agnitude as the population of the 
colony increases. In the early dr~ys of the colony 
it did not make so much difference. The gaols 
were good enough then as they were built, but we 
have now arrived at a condition of things when 
we are bound to make better provision both for the 
"punishment of offenders and for the prevention 
of their further deterioration. '!.'here is no douht 
that a very radical change is necessary. The 
Government have not had an opportunity to go 
into the matter fully, but as has been suggested 
by an hon. member, the question of money is 
involved to a great extent. vVe certainly cannot 
put the gaols on a better footing in point of con
struction without the expenditure of £100,000 or 
£150,000 for the number r f criminals now to be 
provided for, and that is a very serious matter, 
and requires a great deal of consideration. \Ve 
cannot do it all at once either, and it will be 
necessary to consider how a re-arrangement can 
be made until we build new gaols or improve the 
construction of the gaols we have. \Vhen hrm. 
ruembers desire to discuss the matter again, the 
GoYernrnent will have no objection to appoint 
a time in the same way as has been done 
to-day- that is, name a clay upon which 
the question may be raised on the motion 
for going into Committee of Supply; or perhaps 
it might be more convenient to postpone discus
sion until we come to the vote for gaols in the 
};stimates. A great deal mr~y be said on that 
occasion. \Ve are not likely to reach that stage 
of the ]~."timates this week, and by the time we 
g-et there hrm. members will be able to discuss 
the question more in detail. 

Question put and passed. 

S"CPPLY. 
COLONIAL SECRETAHY'S OFFICJ<:. 

The COI,OJ'\IAL SECRETARY movecl that 
the sum of £3,63i) be granted for the Colonial 
Secretn,ry'h Office~ salaries and contingencies. 
There we'" a decrease in the vote of £1GO, ac
counterl for by the disappectrance of the item 
"Allowance to Chief Clerk while acting as 
"Gnder Colonial Secretary," which had to be 
provided for last year. 

Mr. NOHTON asked whether the whole 
amounts-£1,500 and £7U9-votecl for last year 
for advertising and contingencies had been 
expended, or whether there was any balance 
left 1 
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The whole 
of it has been expended. 

Mr. l'IIOREHEAD : Has it been over-ex
pended? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, it has 
been over-expended. 

Mr. KORTON: To what extent, might I 
ask? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Very nearly 
£3,500. 

Mr. NORTON said if the amount had been 
over-expended to that extent, would the hon. 
gentleman tell the Committee how the over-expen
diture took place? \Vas it all in connection with 
the publication of the electoral rolls? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it was 
mostly expended in connection with the electoral 
rolls, and some in getting the new claims under 
the Act. 

l'!Ir. NORTON said he would like to know 
whether all the charges made for the printing of 
the electoral rolls had been paid. It was shown 
last year that a very large number of newspapers 
had printed the electoral rolls, and some without 
being asked to do so, and as he supposed all sent 
in their accounts he would like to know if all 
were paid, or to what extent they were paid. 
He remembered last year that it was stated the 
cost would be about £3,000, though Ministers 
insisted it would not be so large. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that so 
far as his memory served him some of them were 
not paid, and all of them were very consider
ably reduced from the amount of the account 
originally sent in. 

Mr. NOR TON: Who were the advertise
ments ordered by ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
mentioned last year that almost all were ordered 
by the clerks of petty sessions. 

Mr. l'IIOREHE.\.D said he thought they had 
listened to·one of the most astounding statements 
he had ever heard made in that Committee. Here 
was a vote of £1,500 for advertising, and that 
amount was absolutely exceeded by 150 per cent., 
and not a word was said about it by the Colonial 
Secretary. Had it not been that the hon. 
member for Port Curtis had extracted some 
replies from the hon. gentleman, he would have 
given no information on the subject. They 
knew theextraordinaryway in which it was given. 
He was asked if the vote of £1,500 had been 
expended, and one would have thought his 
memory would have served him to remembPr 
that £1,i500 had been expended when something 
like £5,800 was expended ; but after consultation 
with hio Under i::lecretary the hon. gentleman 
returned and stated that that sum had been 
expended. 'rhey next extracted from him the 
information that the vote had been over
expended, and then wheu he was asked "By 
how much?" they got the startling· information 
that the amount had been exceeded by £3,500. 
He did hope, while going through the }<;stimates, 
whatever i\finister was in charge of them, he 
would let the Committee know when the amount 
was over-expended. He was perfectly certain, 
with the exception of the hon. member for Port 
Curtis, who seemed to know something of the 
matter, no hon. member knew that that vote 
was exceeded by that extraordinary amount. 

The PREMIER : It was all explained last 
session. 

l'!Ir. MOREHEAD stticl it had not been ex
plained last session. 

The PREMIER: You were not here, but we 
spent a whole day at it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD 1'<tid the matter should be 
explainecl this session, and had it not been for 
the hon. member for Port Curtis the Committee 
would have got no information from the Colonial 
Secretary. 

Mr. BLACK said the question was one in which 
he took some little interest, and he had made some 
inquiries iu respect to the vote last session, when 
the Colonial Secretary was unable to give a satis
factory reply. The hon. gentleman promised, as 
soon as the accounts came in, to let hon. members 
know what the extravagant expenditure in regard 
to electoral rolls consisted of. They had not yet 
received any information as to the actual amount, 
and he wished to ask the Colonial Secretary
now that he had had amt•le time to make 
inquiries, and must have the information at his 
command if he chose to obtain it-the actual cost 
of advertising the electoral rolls last October and 
November. 

The HoN. G. THORN said that hon. members 
on both sides of the Committee seemed to be 
under a delusion. He always understood that the 
electoral rolls were printed at the Government 
Printing Office. That being so, he could not 
understand what all the money was wanted for 
unless the Government were going in for sub· 
sidising newspapers wholesale. 

l'!Ir. ALAND said the hon. member, as usual, 
spoke in too great a hurry. If he had waited he 
would have found, from the answer given by 
the Colonial Secretary, that the money was for 
advertis-ing, not for printing. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he knew all about 
that; hut not a worcl had been said about ad ver
tising till the hon. member for Toowoomba 
spoke. He was not so green as not to know that 
the money was for advertising, but he wished to 
point out that .hon. members who spoke of the 
expense of printing the rolls were uncler a wrong 
irn pression. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAUY said the 
amount was from £2,500 to £3,000. 

Mr. BLACK said it appeared from the reply 
of the hon. gentleman that a matter of £500 was 
of no consideration to the country. He would 
now ask the cost of advertising the electoral rolls 
last year? 

The COLO::'II.AL SECEET.ARY said he did 
nut possess the information at present. It was 
stated last year. 

Mr. BLACK said the hon. gentleman stated 
last year what the expenditure was likely to be. 
He would read his words as they appeared in 
Hmzsa1'd of the 2nd Kovember :-

" rrhe CoLOKIAT. SECRET~\RY (Hon. B. B. l\1oret.on) said: 
:Jir. Speaker,~Sincc I addrl'.;;secl the House ou this 
snbjce,t. last week I have roceiYeU a report from the 
Gm·e1·nmcut Printer as to the probable eo t of ad"·ertis
ing the 4_U~lrt.cr1y rolls for this year, but I ha\'8 not yet 
been able to nsccrtain t1lC anthoritie:s upon 'vhich the 
advertisement~ were in:o;crted in the different papers. 
That can only he obtained when tbc vonclwrs are sent 
in, and that 1vill be very shortly, I believe. rl1hC total 
cost of aclvcrtising in the whole colony, the Government 
Printer has told me, will be something under £3,000." 
He assumed that the vouchers were in by this 
time, and lw wanted a specific answer as to the 
expenditure connected with advertioing the 
Enoggera roll and the other electoral rolls, 
stating the amounts paid to the different papers 
throughout the colony. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY snid that 
if the hon. member really wanted the informa
tion he would get it for him. 

1\Ir. BLACK s,dd he wanted it very much, 
anc! he thought it would rather astonish hon. 
members. \Vould the hon. gentleman promise 
to lay on the table a return containing the 
information for which he had asked? 
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
would promise to lay it on the table as soon as 
he got the information. 

Mr. P ATTISON said that surely there had 
been s'1fficient time since last session for the hon. 
gentleman to get the necessary information and 
to let hon. members know those journals which 
had been subsidised by the Government-for 
that was the view taken by many hon. members. 
One of the journals referred to last year was a 
journal in which 'm hon. member of that Chamber 
had a substantial interest. It was a journal not 
read by the English-speaking community. He 
thought that slight reference was sufficient to make 
the cap fit, but if the hon. member wished him to be 
plainer he would certainly be so. The country 
should know the papers that had received those 
bribes. Some of them had been subsidised to the 
extent of £GOO or £700, tlwugh they were not 
read except by the people about Brisbane. He 
for one was prepared, unt-il sorne. assurance was 
given that the return asked for would be fur
nished, to block the vote. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY: I have 
given the assurance. 

Mr. P ATTISO:"f said the return mi"ht be laid 
on the table after tea-time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, notwithBtanding 
the explanation given by the Colonial Secretary, 
there still remained £1,000 to be accounted for. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
was for necessary advertising which went through 
the Colonial Secretary's Office. A large amount 
of advertising went through that office. 

Mr. NOHTON said he understood from the 
Colonial Secretary that a large number of ad ver
tisements in connection with the electoral rolls 
had been inserted in the papers without any 
authority. · 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Some of 
them. 

Mr. NOHTON said he understood most of 
them had been, and he should like to know what 
would be the consequence to the clerks of petty 
sessions. \Vould they have to pay the accounts, 
or would the Government quietly settle the 
matter and let the clerks of petty sessions out 
of it without any result as far as their pockets 
were concerned? 

'rhe COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
under the Elections Act it wr~s the duty of the 
clerks of petty sessions to advertise the electoral 
lists. Some of them had to collect applications 
for portions of two electoral districts, and they 
1night advertise in four papers-ad vertiMing the 
lists for the one district in t\vo papers and tho8e 
for the other district in two other papers. There 
were some clerks who had done more than they 
had a right to do, and they had been repri
manded for it. 

Mr. NOHTON said that a similar matter had 
taken place during the time the late Govern
ment were in office, and the clerks of petty 
se,;sions had been left to settle the accounts 
themselves. He could tell the hon. gentleman 
the name of a clerk of petty sessions who 
had let the Government in for something like 
£40 for advertising in that way, and that gentle
man had been told he lud better settle the 
:1ecount himself, and he had to do it. He (Mr. 
Norton) could not believe there was anything in 
the Act which justified any clerk in inserting 
those lists of applicants in newspapers, and he 
did not believe that they were responsible in all 
cases. Possibly in many cases the proprietors of 
newspapers took it upon themselves to reprint the 
lists, and then charged the GoYerninent, although 
they had never been instructed to publish them 
by anybody ; and he hoped that in all such 

eases they would not be paid. He could not 
believe that any clerk of petty sessions would 
scatter advertisements broadcast over the country 
as had been done in some of the cases referred 
to by the hon. member for :Mackay. 

J\.Ir. L U:>.ILEY HILL said he was certain 
that no clerk of petty sessions would order the 
advertisements in nine different papers, and if he 
did he onght to pay for them. The electoral 
roll of Enoggera appeared in the E•·angelical 
Stnnda1'<1, Zeitung, Southe1·n 1Vorld, Courie1·, 
1'clcg1'('ph, Oliservcr, Aioreton Ba.u Aiail, Sandyate 
DirectOJ·y, and 1'hc Planter and Fw·me1·; and the 
same with the Oxley roll. Several others were in 
five or six newspapers. He would like to know 
whether the Colonial Secretary revised the adver
tisements, or whether the Under Secretary 
issued the orders broadcast. He believed that 
the bill of 1'he Plante1· and FanncJ', a small 
paper having an existence in South Brisbane, 
amounted on their scale to over £1,000, more 
thrcn the whole wretched thing was worth itself 
-it could be bought out for less than that 
money. It was really time that they came to 
so:ne understanding with these newspaper gentle
men. If they were to be allowed to blackmail 
in that way, and get their papers carried for 
nothing, and abuse members of the House in the 
way they did--

Mr P ATTISOX : Very fairly, too, in your 
case. 

l\Ir. LUl\lLEYHILL: Thatmightbethehon. 
gentleman's ovinion. If the papers wore carried 
for nothing, they should be obliged to insert free 
of charge all the Government advertisements that 
needed circulating. Then there would be an end 
to n1ernbers earning to the House pulling a long 
face on account of their Press organs, and saying 
that such-and-such a land sale was a failure for 
want of sufficient advertising. The papers OU[,bt 
to be too glad to advertise without charging, any· 
thing that was of interest to the State and the 
community they were living in ; and, if their 
wares were carried for nothing, it was small 
justice that they should do it. He hoped a 
return would be laid on the table to show what 
nwney was spent on reckless advertising last 
October, and he hoped it would be clearly 
shown who authorised the expenditure. The 
Colonial Secretary spoke of clerks of petty 
se0sions authorising advertisements in three 
or four papers, b11t there must have been some
body behind them to authorise the insertion of 
the Enoggera roll and the Logan roll in nine 
]Xtpers-some of them leading papers with a good 
deal of circulation, <1ml others most obscure 
papers. \Vhocver authorised them-if it was 
the Colonial Secretary himself or the Under 
Secretary-ought to pay some of the damage 
that was incurred. If a clerk of petty sessions 
ordered them, he ought to suffer in the 'ame 
way. He hoped they would find that in some 
cases the bills were not paid, because some of 
the papers inserted the advertisements without 
any authority and sent in the bill afterwards. 
In cases of that kind he hoped the Colonial 
Secretary had sufficient strength of mind to 
refuse to pay. 

Mr. P AL1'1Rlt said he would like to hear the 
Colonial Treasurer on this matter of payment of 
money, because he rather sympathised with him 
in having continually to find money for payments 
over which he had no control whatever, and over 
which the ::YliniKter apparently had no control. 
IV!wever authorised the ad vertisementsthe Minis
ter at >1ll events should have to say whether they 
should be inserted or not, and forwhat purpose, and 
to wht~t extent. 'There must have been an unneces
sary expenditure in publishing the Bundaber;:( 
electoral roll in the Zcitunu in Brisbane. \Vhat 
purpose could be served by that? 'rh ere had beml 
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very justifiable complaints about the advertise
ments from the Lands Department ; there was 
no doubt that that department had lost consider
able sums of money through not adverti~Jing in a 
proper and sufficient manner in the same wrty 
rts private firms; so that the country was losing 
in one way and not gaining in another. He 
knew as much on the subject rts the late :;\'lini,ter 
for Lands, though that hon. gentleman had 
been four years in the department. He knew 
there had been sales of very importa.nt allotments 
in Kormanton when the people did not know 
they were coming off, because they were only 
advertised in the G"zettc. vVhen that was taken 
in conjunction with the advertising of the 
electoral rolls in eight or nine papers, the 
Colonial Treasurer was certainly entitled to a 
little sympathy for the needle~s expenditure over 
which he had no control. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. member for Cook appeared to have forgotten 
what was said last session when he (the Colonial 
Secretrtry) explained that the authority for some 
of the advertisements was given at the Colonial 
Secretary's office, and he had mentioned the 
names of those papers in the case of which he 
had authorised the insertion. In the case of 
others authority was given by the clerks of 
petty sessions in accordance with the Act. The 
sum he had mentioned in excess of the £1,500 
was necessitated by the Act of 1885, whereby in 
August everybody wishing to have his name on 
the roll was to send in his claim ; and all thetJe 
names were to be advertised. Every elector on 
the roll had had his name advertised, and hon. 
members could not suppose that that would be 
clone for nothing. The amount was certainly 
very large, but it would not occur again, as all 
that had to be advertised in future were the new 
names on the quarterly rolls. 

Mr. BLACK said the Act simply provided 
that each electoral roll should be published in 
one of the papers circulating- in the district. No 
objection could be possibly raised to that. The 
contention was that the Colonial Secretary had 
neglected the duties of his department, and 
allowed clerks of petty sessions and others to 
take his duties out of his hands, and to advertise 
the rolls not only in one paper circulating in each 
district, but in a whole host of papers which did 
not circulate in that district. 'l'he Stanley roll 
was advertised in three papers published in Bris
bane, besides, very likely, in the local papers 
published at Ipswich, of which he was not aware. 
It was advertised in the Zeitung, the Emngclic"l 
Standard, and the Leader. \Vhere was the 
necessity for advertising the Stanley roll in those 
three prtpers? The Darling llowns roll was 
advertised in the Zcitnng and the Emngclical 
St"ndard, besides probably the local prtpers on the 
Darling Downs. The Bund>tnba roll wrts adver
tic;ed in the Zcitung, the Eum:;clical Strwdard, >tnd 
the Lcadc?'. The Enog·g-era roll, as sbted by the 
hon. member for Cook, 1\Ir. Hill, was advertised in 
no less thtm nine papers~ the Zcitnng, the E?:cm
[!elicrtl Standw·d,~that seemed to lmve been the 
pet paper of the hon. gentleman~it got all the 
advertisements,~theSoutho·n TVol'ld, the Caul' it?", 
the Telegmph, the Q{yu·vel', the illorcton lfiail, 
the Sctndgatc Di1·cctoTy, and 'l'he Plante1• and 
Fm·me1·. \V as that carrying- out the intention of 
the Act~that the roll was to be ad vertisecl in one 
paper circulating in the district? He was in
formed last session that according to the news
paper schedule of prices the cost of one ad ver
tisement of the Enoggera roll was £110. And it 
was advet·tised in nine different papers ; £DDO 
for advertising one electoml roll ! The 1\Ioreton 
electoml roll wtts advertised in eight papers~the 
Evcmgclic"l Standnrd, the Southern Wm·ld, the 
Cotwie1·, the Telegraph, the ObseneT, the lfiureton 

i}icdl, theSnndgatc Dinctm·y, and ThePlanteT"nd 
Fanner. If the Government made ducks and 
drakes of their money in that way, no wonder 
they did not know where it had gone to! The 
!Cassifern roll was >tdvertised in the LcadcT, the 
Southe1·n Wo;·ld, and The Plantc1· and Farmer. 
The Bulimba roll was advertised in the E~·rm
ueliwl Standard, the Zeitvny, the Leader, the 
Sonthen1 TVorld, the Cow·icr, the Te/C!f>'Clph, the 
O!Jse1TC1", the Sand!)ate Directol'y, and The Plantc1' 
and Fcwmu. Could any sound reason be 
advanced for that reckless expenditure? The 
l'viulgrave~that was, Bundaberg~roll was actu
ttlly advertised in the Zeitung, clown in Brisbane. 
'l'he Logan roll was advertised in five papers~ 
the Zcitnng, the Enmgelical Stemdard, the 
Le"der, the Southern FVo1'ld, and The Planter and 
Fanner. The Oxley roll was advertised in nine 
papers that he knew of, besides others of which 
he was not aware~the Zeitung, the Enl11r;eliwl 
Stcu1dard, the Leader, the Southe1·n TVorld, the 
Courie7·, the Tclcgmph, the Ouservc,·, the Scoul
llate Di?'Cctory, rtncl The Planter and Farmer. 
It was the sau,e story all through ; those papers 
had been specially favoured. The Aubig-ny roll, 
which ought to have been left solely to the 
papers on the Darling Downs, was advertised in 
the E•·angeliwl Stemdanl. The Ipswich roll 
was advertised in the Lc"der. The South 
Brisbane roll was advertised in the Southern 
TVorld, the Courier, the TclC(J7Ylph, and The Planter 
and Fanne7'. The V alley roll was advertised 
in the Southern World, the Cow·ier, the Tele
graph, and the Vllllcy Vindicator~ a paper 
which, notwithstanding-the enormous endowment 
it had got from the Government, had ceased to 
exist- -and 'l'he Plante1· and Fanner. It was 
stated last session that the advertising- nccount 
sent in by 'l'he Planta emelFal'ineraloneamounted 
to £1,030, and the Colonial Secretary then s.ssured 
the House that the account should be closely scru
tinised. He would now ask that hon. gentleman 
whether he did closely scrutinise it, and what 
was the amount actually paid to 'l'he Planter and, 
F"rmer? He felt very strongly on that subject 
because the Government, notwithstanding the 
evident incapacity they had shown in keeping 
the accounts of the colony, wanted to force their 
system of book-keeping on the more northern 
parts of the colony. In connection with the 
Colonial Secretary's department, he would point 
out to the Committee and the country that it ex
ceeded the amount voted for it last yettr by 
£33,000. Now was the time for the Committee 
to g-et some information as to where thrtt money 
went. If that reckless expenditure on advertising· 
was a speeimen of the way in which the money 
was spent, the sooner the Government resigned 
a position which they certainly had not filled 
with credit, and let someone else attend to the 
bu,iness of the country, the better. He would 
repeat his rruestion to the Colonial Secretary, as 
to whether he did closely scrutinise that account 
of £1,050 from The Plaut,,· and Fanncl', and to 
what amount it was eventually reduced? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
he certainly did scrutinise the amount very 
closely indeed, and he knew that a very large 
reduction was nmde in it, but what it was he 
could not at the present moment state. 

Mr. MO HE HEAD ;,aiel he was sorry to inform 
the hon. member for l\L1,ekay that, notwith
standing the valuable patronage accorded to it 
hy the present Government, tbe Et·angclical 
Stand"rd was dead. 

Hoxoul\AllLE JYIE:\IllERS : K o, no ! 
1\Ir. l'viOI~EHEAD .oaid it was supposed to be 

dead, and it must be suffering from a resurrec
tion. It had, perhaps, got a further supply of 
food from the Governn;ent in the shape of 
advertising electoral rolls. 
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Mr. L UMLEY HILL : De moTtnis nil nisi 
bom;m. 

Mr. "\V. BROOKES said that hon. gentlemen 
on the opposite side were thrashing a dead 
horse. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Are you speaking person· 
ally? 

Mr. "\Y. BROOKES said he would admit 
that the hon. member for Mackay h;td got a 
good case, and that he was a very bitter pill. 
Still, what in the world was the use of badgermg 
the Colonial Secretary about a matter which was 
so fully explained last year? 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: We have never had 
an explanation. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said he begged the hon. 
member for Cook's pardon, but it was fully 
explained in the House last session that the 
action of the clerks of petty ses:;ions came upon 
the Government like an avalanche; they had 
not the least idea that any clerk of petty 
sessions could do anything so absurd. 

Mr. "YlOREHEAD : "\Vhat about the Colonial 
Secretary? 

Mr. W. BROOKES said the Colonial Secre· 
tary was only human. He was not tm "Ency
cloprediu, Brita,nnica," nor a gazetteer, nor a 
rlictionary. That hon. gentlmmm could not 
answer everything, mid some of the questions 
put to him by the hon. member for Mackay had 
been simply prods and digs. The hon. member 
for Maclmy did not care a bit whether he got an 
answer to his questions or not. "\Vhat he did was 
out of pure devilment. 

l\Ir. BLACK: I will ask your ruling, Mr. 
Fraser, as to whether the hon. member's remark, 
that I put my question out of pure devilment, is 
strictly parliamentary? 

The CHAIRMAN said he did not think the 
expression was strictly parliamentary. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said he would withdraw 
the expression and call it dinu/erie. 

Mr. NOR TON: Is that in order? 
Mr. W. BROOKES said what he was going to 

say was, that although the hon. member for 
Mackay had aimed his blow~ very skilfully, yet 
he (Mr. Brookes) differed from him entirely on 
one point. The hon. member seemed to lump 
up all the newspapers together in one common 
bond of uselessness. He talked of the Zeitunu in 
terms very unjust to that journal. 

An HONOURABLE ]}'[E}IBER: No, no l 
Mr. W. BROOKES said it was the only 

German paper in the colony. Let him be clearly 
understood. He was not, of course, infallible. 
He was only giving his opinion, which hon. 
members opposite might take or leave as 
they liked. . If it were not for the Zcitunu a 
very imvortant class of their colonists, the Ger
mans, would be Yery badly informed as to their 
colonial1Jolitics. They might read a. paper in 
their own language when they certainly would 
not read The Fw·mcr ctnd Plnnta. The very 
name of that paper had a.n offcnsi ve odour to 
him. If it was dead he was sincerely glad of it. 
But to come to business, he was talking· seriously 
now to the hon. member. 

An HONOURAilLJ;J l\IE}!Blm : I thought you were 
all along. 

Mr. "\V. BROOKES said all that kind of talk 
was obstruction of a not unpleasant kind, but it 
was a wa,;te of time, and he would a,k hon. gentle
men opposite to drop it aud let the Committee go 
to work. 

Mr. NORTON said he was somewhat £Ur· 
prised at the remarks which fell from the hon. 
gentleman who had just sat down. Could the 
hon. gentleman point to any place in Hcmscc?'d 

where the explanation referred to was made 
last year, or was it omitted from Hccnsa?'d? 
It was very strange that hon. members could not 
find it in Hccnsw·d. 

Mr. vV. BROOKES : It was fully made. 
Mr. NOR TON said he wtts glad to hear it, and 

should like to know by whose authority it was 
omitted from Hccnmrd. That was a very impor
tant point. If it had been omitted from Hansc<rd 
somebody ought to be hauled over the coals for it. 
But he thought the hon. member had he::'rd the 
explanation outside, and was under the unpre:;. 
sion that it had been made in that Chamber. 
The hon. gentleman had referred to the Colonial 
Secretary in a manner that he (Mr. N orton) 
scarcely liked to hear. He said the hon. gentleman 
was not a gazetteer, that he was not a dictionary, 
and that he could not carry everything in his 
head. Did the hem. gentleman mean to imply 
that the Colonial Secretary did not fully under
stand the affairs of his office? If he did they 
were surely coming to a very extraordinary pas.,. 
They had a Treasurer who had not had time to 
uet into the affairs of the Treasury ; a :Minister 
for "\Vorks who had only just gone into the 
"\Yorks Office, and had not yet got control of it; 
and a new 11inister for Lands who scarcely 
knew anything about the working of his office. 
There was not a 11inister who understood 
the work of his office fully except the 
Chief Secretary. And yet ~hat was th.e 
Government that, after preparmg the Esti
mates of Expenditure and submitting them to 
that Committee, came down, and not one of 
them, except the Chief Secretary, was able to 
give any inf?rmatio? about them. "\Vas.not such 
a state of thmgs·ludlCrous? The Colomal Secre
tary ought to be able to give the information 
asked for without going to any trouble to do so, 
because so much was said on the matter last 
year that one would naturally suppose that he 
could not expect that it would be passed over 
in silence this year ; and therefore he woulE! 
come prepared to show what had been rlone 
in each case, what amount of money had been 
paid to each of the papers named, and by whose 
authority in each case the papers hacl b~en 
instructed to insert tho:;e wonderful advertme· 
ments. He (11t-. Norton) regretted very much 
the turn affairs had taken, but he was sure that 
if hon. members opposite were sitting on his 
side of the Committee they would feel that they 
were only <loing their duty to their constitu
encies in demanding information they had asked 
for and could not get. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: You have 
been promised it. 

An HoxonU.BLE l'IIEl\IBER : It was promised 
last year. 

Mr. J'\ORTON: 'rhey were promised it when 
the vote was passed. The whole matter would 
have been passed oYer in silence and hushed up 
if it had not been taken up by that side of the 
Committee. Not one word would have been 
said. He certainly thought they shoulcl have 
the information asked for. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman t1,sked 
the Colonial Secretary to give tl, detailed state
ment of the amounts paid to each newspaper in 
November and December last. The Colonial 
Secretary said he had not the information with 
him and on that they had spent three-quarters 
of a'n hour talking about the incompetency of 
the Colonial Secretary. Did it not ar,pear _to 
be rather trifling with the dignity of Parlia
ment? The Colonial Secretary said he had not 
got the figures with him, and that he would lay 
them on the table as soon as he could get them. 
They ha<l a full discussion on the subject last 
year, and what was the use of hon. members 
asking for what they knew they could not get? 
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Mr. MURPHY: The Colonial Secretary 
ought to have had the information. 

The PI1EMIER: All the bills and accounts ? 
Supposing he had not got them, what then? 

An Hoxm:RADLE 1IE}!DER: Postpone the vote. 
The PREMIER said the vote was not asked for 

now. They were asking for £1 ,i>OO for this yecw, 
and the sanction of Parliament would yet h~ve 
to be got for the expenditure of th:1t £3,500 on 
the Supplementary Rotimates. Of course hon. 
members could ask a Minister any number of 
questions about statistics he had not got in his 
possession, and keep on asking for an answer 
which they could not get that day, but which 
they would get to-morrow. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the ColonblSecretary 
harl had from the 2nd of November, 188G, until the 
14th September, 1887, to produce those figures. 
The Premier himself had admitted that the subject 
was discussed last year, and gave as one reason 
why hon. members on that side of the Com
mittee were uselessly occupying time by asking 
unnecessary questions, that it was thoroughly 
discussed during last session. But that was the 
very reason why members on that side contended 
that the return should have been placed on the 
table that night. The matter having been fully 
discus>ed last year, the Colonial Secretary was 
put in a position to know exactly what the Com
mittee wanted; he had had ten months to supply 
the information and had not given it yet. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said he would read 
what the Colonial Secretary said on the subject 
on the 2nd l'<ovember last, ten months ago. He 
was asked who authorised the insertions, and 
the Colonial Secretary replied:-

"I cannot say now, but when the vouchers come in, 
the authorities for the expenditure will ac~ompany 
them, and until then I cannot give that information. 
'l'he bulk of the adv,r)rtisemcnts were certainly antho
riscd by the clerks of petty sessions under the Act." 

N,m·, he could hardly believe that clerks of petty 
sessions would authorise the insertion of those 
advertisements in eight or nine different papers 
in districts where the papers did not circulate. 
Take the advertisements in the Zeitnng, for 
example: the names were not advertised in 
German, and consequently were not understood 
by Germans. He thought the Colonial Secre
tary, seeing that the information was asked for 
last session, should have been prepared with it 
that night, and he certainly hoped they would 
see it to-morrow. At the same time, if they 
allowed that vote to pass they would have to 
wait till next session for the information. 

Mr. P ATTISON said he for one hoped that the 
Colonial Secretary would produce the papers 
to-morrow, and would suggest that the item 
be postponed, because he would not consent 
to deal with the matter until the information 
was forthcoming. It was promised last session, 
and it was wanted now. He thought the 
Colonial Secretary had had ample time, if he 
wished to do what was asked, to get the informa
tion during the dinner-hour. That had been sug
gested, and he did not see that there was such a 
vast amount of work to be done in preparing the 
information. He hoped the vote would be post
poned unt1l to-morrow, and without tluct assu
rance he thought they shonld not allow it to pass. 

The PREMIER: Obstruction! 
Mr. P ATTISON said he objected to the 

Premier's interjection of "Obstruction." They 
were not obstructing. They were asking- for 
reasonable inform:ttion which the country would 
demand, and which hon. members would demand, 
even though they mig-ht be accused of obstruc
tion. Hon. members had a right to demand the 
information, and they would have it, 

The PREMIER said he hoped the hon. mem
ber would remember that he was in the Legis
lative Assembly of Queensland, and not at a 
meeting of the divisional board of Gogango, where 
he believed the hon. member was accustomed to 
do exactly as he liked. 

:Mr. 1\IURPHY said he wonld point out to 
the Chief Secrehory that he was simply repeat
ing himself. Last year he used exactly the 
same words to the hon. member for Blackall, and 
accused the hon. member of addressing the Corn· 
mittee as thoug-h he were addressing the Gogango 
Divisional Board. That was beneath the dignity 
of the hon. gentleman. 

The PREMIER: Truths have to be repeated 
sometimes. 

1\Ir. MURPHY said he thought the Com
mittee were entitled to the information asked 
for, and any steps they might take to force it 
from the Government would be justifiable. He 
did not think they should pass a single vote 
on the Estimates without considering- the state 
that the Government had brought the finances 
of the country into, and without getting every 
particular that would elucidate the different 
votes. If the Colonial Secretary had used 
reasonable clilligence and intelligence he would 
have read up the debate of last session, and come 
prepared with all information that hon. mem
bers on either side were likely to require; and 
he did not think they should pass the item in 
question without g·etting that which they desired. 

Mr. NORTON said the Chief Secretary re
minded the hon. member for Blackall that he 
was in the Legislative Assembly of Queensland. 
He (Mr. Norton) would remind the Chief 
Secretary that he was in the Legislative Assem
bly Chamber. The hon. member was not con
tent with bc>Rsing his own party, but wanted to 
boss the Opposition; but if he thought he could 
do so he was very much mistaken indeed. If 
the hon. gentleman wanted to promote difficul
ties for himself and his Ministers he had adopted 
the best possible course. The hon. gentleman 
must understand that he was not going to bounce 
the Opposition, but if he took the matter as he 
oug-ht to take it he would adopt a different kind 
of tone, and the soone1· he did so the better. ·why, 
the ban. gentleman should remember that he 
c•mld not even boss his own party, to say nothing 
of not being· able to boss the Opposition. He 
thought the hon. gentleman would see on reflec· 
tion, and if he applied a little of his common 
sense to the question, that the way in which he 
had addressed the hon. member for Blackall was 
not rig-ht. 

The PREMIER said he perfectly knew the 
proper manner of dealing with hon. members, 
but the tone of the hon. member for Blackall was 
so distinctly offensive, and deliberately offensive, 
that he felt it his duty as leader of the House 
to take notice of it. 

Mr. P ATTISON said he disclaimed any idea 
of being offensive either to the Chief Secretary 
or any member of the Assembly, but he did not 
think the remarks made by the hon. gentleman 
were such as might be expected from one holding 
such a position. It was not the first occasion on 
which the Chief Secretary harl referred to him 
and his local position as chairman of a divisional 
board, mayor of llockhampton, or president of 
the Chamber of Commerce. He had held those 
positions in Rockhampton, and he belieYerl with 
credit to himself, and he certainly could say 
what many members on the Government benches 
could not say-that he had never yet made a 
failure of anything he had undertaken. He was 
a novice in politics, but the same success that 
he had met with in other positions he believed 
would follow him, and that as member for 
Blackall he would be successful in spite of 
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everything the Chief Secretary might say. He 
came there expecting to receive information; 
that was all he asked for. If there was anything 
offemive in speaking in plain and unmistakable 
tenns and endeavouring to extrnct infonn:ttion, 
he had yet to lP<trn it. He could make himsr"lf 
rerrmrka.bly offensive if he thought tit tn do so, 
and he thoug"ht the Chief Secretary ktd given him 
good grounds for doing- so. But he had no such 
intention. He had quite as much respect for that 
Assembly as the Ct1ief Secretary, but he wtts not 
going to allow the hon. gentleman to dictate to 
him. He came there to represent his constituents 
and he intended to do so. The information he 
had asked for he again asked for, and, unless that 
information was forthcoming, he for one would 
not allow the vote to pass. 

Mr. MOREHEAD s"'id he W[l.S very sorry 
that a mi,;understanding had arisen, and he did 
not think sufficient consideration had been 
shown to the Chief Secretary. The hon. member 
for Blackall, who felt himself aggrieved, should 
rernmnher the company from which the Premier 
had lately departed, and should remember that 
the hon. gentleman now probably considered 
himself a triton among minnows, as he h"'d 
lately been associating with all sorts of distin
guished persons, whom they read of in the news
papers, and whose ]Jortraits appeared in the 
illustrated papers. He thought the hon. member 
for Blackall had shown a little undue warmth, 
and should have taken into cownderation the very 
great men the Premier had lately been associated 
with. At the same time he (Mr. ::Yiorehead) agreed 
with tbe member for Stanley, who, he was sorry 
to see, was not in his place, that the hon. Premier 
showed a slight want of tact in not suiting him
self to his company. They were not all dukes. 
They were not even all right honourables. They 
did not all disapprove of the policy of Gladstone, 
and did not tell New York interviewers that Glad
stone was all wrong; that they were Liberals on this 
side of the world and Consetvatives on the other. 
They did not do all those things, and probably 
the me;nber for Blackall had not considered that. 
A little more of the varnish would have to be 
knocked off the Premier ; and the member for 
Blackallwas quite "'ble to do it, and to do it 
properly. He would ask the Premier to con
descend to come down to his audience. He (Mr. 
More head) admitted they were not all counts, and 
had not all of them got decorations dangling 
from their necks. They might aspire to them, 
but they had not got them yet. They 
might possibly be like Napoleon's soldiers who 
were supposed to carry a marshal's baton in 
their knapsacks, bnt they had not yet got their 
batons. If the Premier was stmng, therefore, let 
him be merciful; if he had all those advantages 
of mixing with the great-which they had 
not -and especially at the expense of the 
country, he should not be too hard upon 
them, but should pardon their little failings and 
idiosyncrasies, and if he could not associate with 
them let him at least endure them. He could 
assure the hon. gentleman that the Committee 
wonld thank him hr his patronage if he would 
only come down to the level of the Chamber and 
the people he was talking to. 

Mr. \V. BROOKES said if it was understood 
all over the Committee that they were to have a 
chaffing m[l.tch no one would enjoy it more than 
he should. Of course, he felt that the lc;cder of 
the Opposition in that House was not a mere 
private member, and though he really did 
enjoy the hon. gentlem<tn's flippant remarks 
he could n:ot see their bearing upon the busines' 
before the Committee. If the feathers of the hon. 
member for Blackall were ruffied, more was the 
pity. No one intended to trouble the hon. mem
ber. If the hon, member kept his self-respect on 

his sleeve he was certain to have it plucked at. 
The hon. member must leam to take things more 
quietly. When he had had as much badgering 
as he (Mr. Brookes) had had in his short life, he 
would learn to be more temperate. The hon. mem
ber for Bm·coo h«d stopped in, and he would 
just 1•ut a shot into that hon. member. 'l'hat 
hon. member had taunted the Colonial Secre
tary with not having all the papers ready 
to hand. If the hon. member was logically 
followed in that desire by every member of the 
Committee, the Colonial Secretary would have 
to bring a cartload of papers into the House to 
comply with such an irrational demand. 

Mr. NORTON: His despatch-box would hold 
all the papers that are wanted. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said he really could not 
hear what the hon. member said, and he did nut 
want to hear it. How did the question sta.nd? 
The Colonial Secretary h"'d promised that thfl 
papers wanted by the hon. member for Blackall 
would be laid on the table. 

Mr. LU;viLEY HILL: When? 

Mr. \V. BROOKES s1id the junior member 
for Cook asked "\Vhen ?" but that was not of 
very mnch consequence, because, as the Premier 
had stated, the money had all been spent. They 
were dealing with the matter more or less can
didly and more or less hypercritically, but, as 
had been stated, the amount would appear on 
the Supplementary Estimates, and that was the 
proper time to continue the debate. He was 
sorry to have to include the junior member for 
Cook amongst the unreasonables, as that hon. 
member was generally so sound. He hoped they 
would waste no more time, and that the Com
mittee would get to work. 

Mr. L UJ\ILEY HILL said he had a few 
words to say in explanation of what had fallen 
from the junior member for North Brisbane. 
It wa• not unreasonable for him to dem"'nd 
" \Vhen?" beec1.use they had had a sort of 
inferential promise from the Colonial Secretary 
on the 2nd of November last year that they 
would get the information as soon as he knew how 
the money was expended, and that from that day 
to the present they had heard no more of 
it. If they allowed their present opportunity 
for taxing those costs to pass, as soon as the hon. 
gentleman got his Estimates through it would 
he "good-by" to it, and they would have no 
opportunity of sifting the matter. He did not 
want to obstruct the Government in their Esti
mates, but he wanted to have the mll.tter 
thoroughly sifted. It was admitted that the 
Government had got themselves into a fin11.ncial 
mess, and there were many things which had been 
promised, and which hon.members would not now 
get bect1.use the money was gone. He thought 
that other hon. members wanted to know where 
the money went to, and he intended to sift the 
Estimates very C[l.refully, and hoped other hon. 
members of the Committee would do the same. 

Mr. BLACK said he thought the Colonial 
Secretary would do well to postpone the vote 
and go on with the rest of the Estimates. He 
quite agreed with the remarks which fell from 
the hon. member for Cook, who had just spoken, 
and he also a!.(reed with the remarks of the hon. 
member for Black<>ll. The Government made a 
loss on last year's transactions of £460,000, and 
the Committee wanted to know where the money 
h,td gone to. They must know how the expendi
ture \Vas incurred, 'in order, if pos8ible, to prevent 
its occurrence again. \Vhen they went back to 
their constitnencies they would find numbers of 
persons to ask them if they could account for the 
deficiency of £460,000 on last year's transactions, 
and therefore the Committee, and members on hi~ 
side particularly, were justified in criticising most 
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minutely the Estimates submitted to them for 
the next year, and in getting as much informa
tion as possible concerning the expenditure of the 
money voted for last year. He would ask the 
Colonial Secretary to postpone the vote. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
thanked the hon. member for Cook, :i\Ir. Lnmley 
Hill, for the kiml belief he ex]>rcssecl that he 
(the Colonial Secretary) would not keep his 
word and 1mt the papers on the table of the 
House to-morrow. The hon. member had 
expressed that belief inferentially, he would 
admit, by saying that if the Committee lost grasp 
of him at present and passed the \Ote they 
would get no information. He saw no reason to 
postpone the vote, and he could only add that 
he would see that the papers were laid on the 
table of the House to-morrow morning. 

The Hox. G. THORN said that the Com
mittee should be satisfied with the statement 
made by the Colonial Secretary that the p»pers 
woulcl be laid on the table to-morrow, showing 
what newspape1·s h>td received that amount of 
money. He might as well state th>tt it w>ts very 
little use crying over spilt milk. The money 
was gone, and it would have to be voted. 
'\Vhat they had to look to w>ts that a further 
amount of £l,fi00 was asked for next year, 
and he was under the impression himself that, 
instead of £1,ii00, something like £3,000 or 
£·1,000 wonld be required. In the f>tce of the fact 
that the elections would proh>tbly t»ke pl»ce, 
and that there would prob>tbly be a number of 
additional names to be inserted on the quarterly 
rolls, he was inclined to think that the sum re
quired under the vote would »mount t0 something 
like £5,000 for next ymtr, and consequently the 
amount set down, £1,500, was to a gre»t extent 
misleading. They had to look >tt the Estimates
in-Chief for the ye»r, >tnd if the vote now before 
them was misle>tding, it was quite possible that 
other vote,; on the Estimates would be misleading, 
The Opposition were quite right in insisting on 
getting every information and in tryjng to cut 
down the Estimates, because times would soon be 
very bad indeed. They would soon see ltlGG 
repeated only in a more severe form--he w»s 
certain of it. It was part of the duty of the 
Opposition to cut down the Estimates, and be 
should »ssist them in doing so, and he thouo·ht 
the Chief Secretary ought to be only too plea~ed 
to see the Opposition insist on cutting them clown. 
He was s>ttisfied th>tt the public works policy 
of the colony would soon come to a standstill 
unless there was Hn immediate reversal of the 
present land policy, which would be the great 
question at the next geneml election. Only for 
the present land policy the colony would not be in 
its financblly embarra.ssed condition. The sub
ject had bee'n pretty well thr>tshed out, >tncl he 
hoped the Opposition would now >tllow the vote to 
pass. vVhen the vote for the Defence J!'orce came 
on he should h»ve » great deal to s»y, and 
perhaps the vote would be wiped out altogether. 

Mr. MURPHY said there had been plenty of 
time since N ovem her to produce the inform»tion 
required, and he »greed with the hon. member 
for Cook, Mr. Lumley Hill, th>tt the Committee 
had no right to take the word of the Colonial 
Secret»ry that the return would be laid on the 
table, »nd let the vote Jmss. He should like to 
see the return laid on the table first and deal 
with the vote afterw>trds. The junior member 
for North Brisb>tne was a jachtl for " lion, 
bel"<nrse whenever the Premier w»s att>tcked he 
got up to defend him. He w>ts described the 
other day as ''the Premier's puppet." 

An HONOURABLE ME~!BER: Puppy? 
Mr. MURPHY : "Puppet," he thought. He 

w»s too old to be a puppy. The hon. gentleman 
s»id he (Mr. Murphy) w»s unre>tsonable in asking 

that the Colonial Secretary should be prepared 
to give the information required when p>tssing 
his Estimates, and th»t he would need » cartlo9d 
of papers in order to do so; but there was 
an hon. g·entleman l>ttely on the Treasury 
benches, the hon. nw1nber for Enoggera, \vho 
was >tlways ready with any information asked 
for, though he h'ul a larger deprtrtrirent and w»s 
asked many more clitlicnlt questions. '\Vhy, 
then, should the Committee be put off by the 
Colonial Secretary from d>ty to cby, from 
month. to month, and from ye»r to year? The 
demand of the Opposition was perfectly reason
able, and the inform»tion ought to be supplied. 
And the country should know that the inform»
tion h>td been ";ithheld. 

Mr. P ALMER said it had been remarked by 
the hon. member far Fassifern that it w>ts part 
of the functions of the Opposition to cut clown 
the J<:stimates. How could that be when the 
Government bronght down the Estimates and 
refused to allow them to be reduced ? It was not 
in the power of the Opposition to reduce them. 
Again, how was the smi1 of £1,500 going to meet 
the expenses connected with advertising electoral 
rolls for the year 1887-8 when a geneml election 
was going to take place ? 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL s»id he believed the 
Colonial Secretary had th>tnked him for implying 
that the p>tpers would not be forthcoming; »nd 
if the truth must be confessed, he must say that 
he h>td very little faith in the Coloni>tl Secretary 
or his promise. The vote ought to be postponed 
until the Committee were in possession of the 
inform»tion. The discussion would, at »ll events, 
show other lYiinisters th>tt it was necessary to be 
prep»red with the inform»tion hon. members 
might reason>tbly expect when the Estimates 
were p>tssing through. 

The HoN. G. THORN said they were not 
>tsked to cut down the Estimates in the present 
inst»nce; but he could tell the hon. member for 
Burke that in this colony and the other colonies 
the Governments had been only too ghd to get 
the Opposition to cut down their Estimates. 

Mr. MOH.GAN said he thought the Committee 
were entitled to the information »S to the expen
diture of the money in question. 

The PREMIER : It is promised. 
Mr. MORGAN s>tid he w>ts coming to that. 

The information had been promised; and if it 
h>td not been promised, it might be got by 
means of a motion for a return giving the parti
culars. As the information had been promised, 
he thoug·ht the vote might be allowed to go; 
but before it was passed he wished to draw the 
Colonial Secretttry's >tttention to the fact th»t the 
expenditure of which they had he>trd so much 
had not been stopped, but was still going on in 
the pr8sent fin>tncial year. He held in his hand 
a Brisbane paper of July 15th which contained 
no less than six columns of those electoral rolls. 

An HoNOURABLE MEli!BER: vVh>tt p>tper? 
Mr. MORGAN: The Evctngelical Standa>·d

the paper that died and was »live ag»in. In 
the following issue there were eight columns 
of those >tdvertisements. In the issue of July 
l.~th, the electoral rolls of Enoggem, Bulimb>t, 
1Ioreton, D>trling Downs, Bundanba, Fas•i
fern, Aubigny, and Stanley, were adver
tised ; and in the issue of July 22ncl those 
of D>trling Downs (three divisions), Aubigny, 
Bundanba, and so on, were >tdvertised-all 
rolls of country electorates. He did not 
blmne the Colonial Secretary directly for the 
expenditure. It was the clerks of petty sessions 
who incurred it. If those gentlemen involved 
the country in expenditure of th»t kind, the 
Colonial Secretary ought to call upon them to p»y 
it out of their own pockets. 
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Mr. MOREHEAD said the Eoan{feliwl Stctn
daJ'd was a Brisbane paper, and must get instruc
tions direct from the Colonial Secretary. 

Mr. MORGAN said, not necessarily. He 
knew how orders for those advertisements were 
sent in. 

Mr. MOHI~HEAD: You have had them 
yourself. 

:!\Ir. MORGAN said the orders for those 
advertisements were sent by clerks of petty 
sessions. 

Mr. STEVENSON : Instructed by the Colo
nial Secretary. 

Mr. M ORGAN said he did not know that. It 
wa~ decidedly wrong; that was why he objected 
to rt. If the clerks of petty sessions did not 
send them on their own responsibility, it ought 
to be known from whom they had instructions. 
The expenditure was very serious, and he wished 
to know where was the necessity for advertiBing 
the Darling Downs and Stanley rolls in a Bris
bane pa]Jer. The local papers ought to have the 
preference. The Act rer[11ired that the advertise
ments should be inserted in some paper generally 
circuletting in the district. \Vhat he particularly 
rose to point out was that the expenditure was 
still going on ; and although they might let the 
vote for last year go, they ought to call the 
attention of the Colonial Secretary to the fact 
that it was continuing. 

Mr. BLACK said he was astonished at what 
they had now ascertained. He thought that 
after the Colonial Secretary's attention had been 
drawn to the matter last year it was not likely 
the mistake-presuming, of course, that it was a 
mistake-would occur again. The hon. member 
for \Varwick had thrown an entirely new light 
upon the matter. They now found that that 
expense was still going on, and that the 
Estimates were based upon the same figures. 
He held in his hand a comparative statement 
of the expenditure of last year in the Colonial 
Secretary's Department, and found that under 
the heading ":Miscellaneous Services" there was 
spent no less than £19,204. There had been no 
information as to how that money was spent. 
No doubt those subsidies to Brisbane papers 
came out of that vote. The additional light 
thrown upon the matter by the hon. member for 
Warwick justified the Committee in demanding 
the postponement of the item until the que:>tion 
was thoroughly settled. 

Mr. CHUBB said unless the Colonial Secre
tary was prepared to take the responsibility of 
those advertisements, the hon. gentleman should 
give the names of the clerks of petty sessions 
who ordered the advertisements. He could recol
lect that before the late Government left office 
they were charged with subsidising newspapers 
to an enormous extent in their own interests-so 
much so that in order to set the matter at rest 
a return was moved for by the hon. member 
for Cook, Mr. Hamilton, showing the amount 
spent in advertising during the last year of the.ir 
existence. The Premier laid the paper on the 
table of the House in March, 1884, and it 
showed that for the year ending December 31, 
1883, the total amount spent was £4,31513s. Gel., 
all over the colony. In l885lVIr. Liiisner moYed 
for a similar return, which was tabled up to 
June 30, 188:>, ancl it showed that the expendi· 
ture of the rjrevious year in that direction vvas 
£10,802 3s. Dd. He did not know whether that 
expenditure was increasing or not, and he thought 
they ought to have the information asked for by 
his side of the Committee. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said that last year he 
moved for a return of the Government expendi
ture in advertising, and it amounted to £12,500. 
It was continually increasing, and he would 

now ask the Colonial Secretary, since it was 
pointed out that foolish and extravagant expen
diture in an utterly misdirected and wasteful 
way was still going on, whether he really expected 
the Committee to give much credit to any 
of his assertion" after what fell from him on 
2nd November last, when he said he would see 
into the matter and put it right. He never had 
had a high opinion of the hon. gentleman, and 
always thought his was a very feeble appoint
ment, and now he was confirmed in his opinion. 
He considered that proofs of most senile folly 
on the part of the Colonial Secretary were 
furnished to the Committee in regard to the 
waste of public money going on in the direction 
mentioned. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought the hon. 
memuer was rather "begging the question." The 
Colonial Secretary had not told them whether 
the expenditure was still going on. In regard 
to the question raised by the hon. member for 
\V arwick, there had been no denial or assertion 
from the hon. Colonial Secretary ; but it would 
be interesting to know from that hon. g·entleman 
whether the statement was correct or not. 

The COLO::"riAL SECRETARY said, of 
course there had been a certain amount of 
ex pen se going on. 

Mr. PATTISOX: An uncertain amount. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said there 

were the quarterly rolls, so far as the electoral 
portion was concerned, and there were other 
things which had to be advertised in the Colonial 
Secretary's Department. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : In the same way as 
before? 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : In the Enmgelical 
Standc;Td? 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the Colonial Secretary 
had hardly given them an answer. Had adver
tising been going on in the same way as last 
year, at the same rate of expenditure, in the 
same papers, and by the same authority? 

The UOLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not know in what papers the clerks of petty 
sessions were advertising the electoral rolls. No 
advertisements of that kind were given by the 
Colonial Secretary's Department. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that was the first 
time he had ever heard of a Colonial Secretary 
sheltering himself behind clerks of petty sessions. 
The hon. gentleman either knew or did not know 
whether the advertising had been done by clerks 
of petty sessions. If he did know and did not 
tell the Committee, he was not fit for the position 
he occupied, and if he did not know he was still 
the less fit. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said he wished to 
know from the Colonial Secretary if he thought 
that it was a fair thing that the Darling Downs 
electoral roll should be published in the Evctn
gelical Stmu.lm·d, which wa.s a Brisbane paper, 
with a very small circulation, he imagined, in 
the Darling Downs electorate? 

Mr. \V. BROOKES said the question appeared 
to him to be passing into an absurdity. Of all 
men in the Committee the leader of the Oppo
sition ought to know very well that after what 
passed last session it was quite certain that no 
such leakage \Vas taking place now. 

HoxocRABLE ME>mEus: But it is. 
Mr. \V. BROOKES : What a faculty for mis

understanding those gentlemen mubt have ! It 
waR really monstrous. He thought the question 
should be allowed to quietly rest. The junior 
member for Cook had spoken of the Evangelicetl 
Stcmdct?'d. He (Mr. Brookes)did not know much 
about that paper-he knew that it had died. 
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Mr. LUMLEY HILL: It has reRurrected. 
Mr. MURPHY: It always comes to life when 

any electoral rolls are to be published. 

Mr. BROOKES said he did not know whether 
it waR living or not ; bnt he thought the infornHI
tion of the hon. member for Cook was rather 
gratuitous, and certainly of no importance, when 
he told the Committee that the Evcwyeliwl 
Standa1·d had no influence with the electors on 
the Darling Downs. 

Mr. LUC'.1LEY HILL: I said it did not 
circulate on the Darling Downs. 

Mr. BROOKES saicl that the hon. member 
spoke so glibly that he forgot what he saicl. He 
might be mistaken, but he understood the hon. 
member to say that the Ecanyelical Standard 
had no influence upon the electors of the Darling 
Downs. The hem. gentleman was quite right 
when he said it did not circubte in that district. 
He h>tppened to be right that time by accident. 
The hon. gentleman nevor read thitt pit]Jer him· 
self, although it would have been much better 
for him if be bitd. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I have been a con. 
stant reader. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Do you reitd it yonrself? 

Mr. BROOKES said all the information would 
be laid before them to-morrow, and be took the 
opportunity of s:tying that he knew the Colonial 
Secretary would keep his promise. 

Mr. STEVENSON: He promised it last year. 

Mr. BROOKES said it had been stated by the 
Premier that that item of £3,500 would be fully 
discussed when they were considering the Sup
plementary Estimates. 

Mr. LUJIIILEY HILL: We would like it a 
little sooner. 

Mr. BROOKES said there was no other 
interpretation to put upon the matter than that 
hon. members on the other side, with the assis
tance of the junior member for Cook, were 
distinctly wasting the time of the Committee. 

Mr. NORTON said he thought that the Oppo 
sition were quite right, and he thought they 
had a right to be guided by their own 
opinions, >tnd not by thme of the hon. junior 
member for North Brisbane. Thitt hon. mem
ber seemed to h>tve the faculty of speaking 
as if he were a member of the Government 
-as if be were the fifth wheel. He did 
not know whether the hon. member wished 
to be made Colonial Treasurer or not, but he 
appeared to be qualifying himself for that 
position. He (Nrr. Norton) wished to point to a 
remark which fell from the Premier when he 
made his Financial Statement, and in connec
tion with that he would refer to what bitd 
fallen from the Colonial Secretary that night. 
The hon. gentleman pointed out that he had 
discovered recently that some of the officers 
holding appointments in the Civil Service had 
been taking upon themselves to expend money 
without Ministerial itUthority, and that he was 
going to stop thitt. Notwithstanding what the 
Premier had said, the Colonial Secretary h>tcl 
told them that evening that the clerks of petty 
sessions had taken upon themselves to CX!>end 
money without l\[ini'<terial sanction. He pre
sumed that if authority for that expenditure 
came from anyone it should e >me from the 
Coloniitl Secretary, but that gentleman did not 
seem to think that authority had been given by 
him. J!'rom whom, then, had it come? It was 
iniquitous that that expenditure was going on 
without any control on the part of the Ministry. 
The clerks of petty sessions had no authority 

1887-2 0 

under the Act to take any action without the 
authority of the Colonial Secretflry, and should 
not proceed without instructiom from him. It 
wits quite right, of course, that those advertise- ' 
ments should appear, bnt it was also necessary 
thflt the Minister should supervise the actions 
of the clerks of petty sessions, itnd know 
before those athertisements were published, in 
what papers they were going to be inserted. 
The Colonial Secretary had not only the 
right to insist that that should be done, but it 
was his business to see that it was done. If he had 
done that he would hitve been in a position to 
tell the Committee whitt expense the clerks of 
petty sessions were incurring, in what papers the 
advertisement< were appearing, and what was 
likely to be the cost. He was sure htm. members 
on his side were doing no more than their duty 
in emphasising the action of the Government in 
reg<trd to that matter. It was itll very well to 
say, as one hon. member had said a short time 
ago, that the business of the Committee was to 
pass the vote for the present yNtr. So it was; 
but they could only expect to control the expendi
ture for the pre<ent year by pointing out the mal
administration of last year, and the expenditure 
that bad taken pbce without the authority of 
the Minister. :For that reason he said the mem
bers on both sides of the Committee were bound 
in duty to their constituents to point out all 
the improper expenditure that had taken place, 
and to do so in such a manner that Ministers 
would not forget what had been done; and to do 
it so that not only their constituents but the 
whole of the colony shonld be perfectly well 
informed of the manner in which that matter of 
electoral rolls had been neglected. 

Mr. ·wHITE said he must confess he did not 
at itll like the stitte of affairs as represented 
by the hon. member for \Varwick-that was, 
the insertion in a Brisbitne paper, in July 
last, of the up-country rolls. If the clerks of 
petty sessions had the power to insert these lists 
they should insert them in the local papers. He 
should like to know who had given those adver
tisements to Brisbane papers. WitS it the clerk 
of petty sessions in Brisbane, or was it the clerk 
of petty sessions at Ipswich ? He was aware 
that the Ipswich papers circulated in the Stanley 
district up to Gatton ; beyond Gatton the Too
woomba pape1·s met them; but there were 
very few people in the electorate who got 
any Brisbane ]mpers. The lists should cer
tainly be inserted in the local papers, and 
he considered it a monstrous thing that the 
lists for Stanley and the Darling Downs should 
appear in Brisbane papers. It WitS a complete 
waste of the public money, and it pitined him 
very much to find that was the case. He felt 
aggrieved that it should have been allowed to 
continue. 

The HoN. G. THORN said that when he got 
up some little time before, he had known that 
the game was still going on, and the hon. member· 
for ·warwick had given the proof of it. Th<J 
Colonial Secretitry had told them that he had 
not authorised the insertion of those advertise
ments in the E'•aJl{!eliml Sta?uiaJ•<l, itnd he (Mr. 
Thorn) was not prepared to vote the amount 
asked for, but would vote for the postponement of 
the item. Hon. memberi' must not suppose for a 
moment that the£; :wyelical Standa1·d was a paper 
not worth supporting. He could tellhon. members 
that the paper had some influence, and the friends 
of the Government could never allow it to die, 
with a general election looming in the distance 
\Vhen he saw the advertisement in the Evar,
gelical Standa1·d be knew it was only done b 
resnrrect it as he might say--and very quickly 
it was resurrected. There was a chance of 
getting a lot out of the Government on the eve 
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of the general election, and in addition to that 
there were the Government supporters, who 
generally ttdvertised largely in the Emnuelical 
Standccrd. He was not aware who were the new 
shareholders, but perhaps some hon. members 
of the Committee were sh~treholders. He hoped 
hon. members of the Opposition would not 
despise that paper. It had some weio·ht, 
and when its fiat went forth that n ~ct·
tain candidate was to be supported, whether 
he was goorl or bad, he was supported at all 
hazards. The Colonial Secretary might say 
yea or nay to the q nestion asked by hon. mem
bers on the other side. He (Mr. Thorn) did not 
believe that any clerk of petty sessions autho
rised the insertion of the advertisement in the 
EL•ccnueliwl Stccndanl; he believed the advertise
ment came from the Colonial Secretary himself. 
He hoped the hon. member would be able to 
contradict the statement, and say he did not 
ttuthorise it; but he (Mr. Thorn) thought the 
hon. member did authorise it and nobody else. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, if the lwn. the 
Colonial Secretary did not know, he might get 
the information from the Under Secretary, who 
was in the Chamber. That gentleman might 
know whether the advertiRement was put in 
without the consent of the Colonial Secretary. 

The PREMIER said the hon. member for 
Fassifern was under an extraordinary delusion 
in saying that the Evangelicccl Stccndcwd was a 
great political organ. He (the Premier) had 
seen the E~·angelicccl StandCL1"d three or four times 
during the last few months, and its interest in 
secular affairs was such that he thought it did 
not even mention the changes in the Government 
during that period. As fttr as he had observed, 
the paper had entirely ceased to take any interest 
in worldly nmtters. 

Mr. CHUBB said it might interest hon. mem
bers to know the provisions with regard to 
advertising the electoral rolk 'l'he 29th section 
of the Act said :-

"Fourteen dn.ys' notice of the sitting of every qnflr
terly registration court shall be given by the electoral 
registrar by advertisement in some newspaper usuaJly 
circulating in the district." 

Then the 34th section provided that after the 
holding of the court the electoral registrar shall 
make out a correct list and-

" Cause a copy of snch list to b~ pul1lisheCl once at 
least in some ne\VSIJaper circulating in the district." 

That was intended .to apply to some newspaper 
printed and published in the district where the 
rolls were prepared ; it was not intended to meet 
the case of a metropolitan newspaper circulating· 
all over the colony. The local paper was in
tended, although by a stretch of words it might 
be made to apply to the Ewngelical Standcwcl or 
the Zeit1cng. He (M1·. Chubb) had risen to 
repeat the statement made by the Chief Secre
tary when making his :Financial Statement, 
when he referred to expenditure incurred by 
of!!cers without anthnrity. The hcm. gentleman 
satd:-

" It is intended to intimate to all the subordinate 
officers charged with the expenditure of money that for 
any officer to incur any liability on account of the pulJlic 
service "'\Vithout the p1evious sanction of the Alinister 
will be taken as conclusive evidence of the incompe
tency of that, officer to fill his position." 

\Vhat they wanted to know was whether the 
advertisements-not for last year, but for the 
present year - published in the Emnfjeiicccl 
Stcmdcwd were published with the sanction of 
the Minister, or published by the instructions of 
clerks of petty sessions. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said some 
of the advertisements had been published by his 
authority, and it had been the general rule for 

the Colonial Secretary to order the extra publica· 
tion of some of the rolls in papers which were 
likely to be of service in promnlgating the news 
amongst those who were likely to benefit by it. 

Mr. LU::vi:LEY HILL said he would like to 
know wh<et Jmpers the hon. gentleman had 
authorised to promulgate the doctrines and the 
ad\ et-tisements; he would like him to state the 
prcpers that were appiLrently subsidised. The 
GoYernmcnt were sirnply wasting tirne in trying 
to get on with the vote before giving the in· 
formation which the Committee had a perfect 
right to demand. The Committee would be very 
weak and foolish if it let the Government go any 
further with the vote before getting the informa
tion. 

The PRK\:UER : \Vhat information are you 
aRking for now? 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said he wanted to know 
whn,t papers continued to he subsidised, and he 
wanted the whole of the information before he 
let the vote through. There was nothing in 
the Act to justify the Minister in going in for 
that lavish style of advertising; and how the 
hon. gentleman could expect to make scapegoats 
of a few clerks of petty sessions he (Mr. Hill) 
could not understand. The Committee ought to 
have the fullest information, not only n,s to what 
was spent last year, but as to what expenditure 
was going on now. They had had only one 
paper quoted at present, but they would 
have time to look up some more to-morrow, 
and the Colonial Secretary would then be 
able to give a full statement of all that 
had been supplied with advertisements, and at 
what cost. The Emnuc!icccl Stccnd(l,1"d might 
have ceased now to take any interest in worldly or 
political affairs, but it was certainly a very lively 
electioneering agent at one time. He believed 
it did not think it had received a due reward 
from the Government. There was another paper 
-the antipo<les as it were--which was rather 
badly treated, >~nd it had a considerable circula
tion throughout the colony. It was a very 
disreputable paper, he admitted-the Fiya1·o. 

lYlr. DONALDSON: You are its landlord. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL said he was, and he 

was afraid it would not be able to pay the rent. 
That paper ought certainly to get some adver
tisements; it had as much right to them as the 
Ewngelical Standard. He would recmnmend the 
Colonial Secretary to postpone the vote and go 
on with some other business. 

The COLONIAL SECRET;\.RY mid he 
must take exception to one remark of thE hon. 
member, that he was trying to make scapegoats 
of the clerks of petty sessions. He did not 
want to do anything of the sort, and was 
perfectly willing to bear whatever blame might 
attach to him. The bulk of the money spent in 
a.d vertising Wl>S spent in accordance with the 
h w, which directed that the clerks of petty 
sessions should advertise the rolls. 

Mr. STEVENSON asked whether the Colonial 
Secretary authorised the advertisements this 
year in the Evccngelical Stccndw·d? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I believe 
I did-two qmLrterly rolls. 

Mr. STEVENSON said that in that case the 
clerks of petty sessions could not be to blame. 
But whttt was the good of advertising in a paper 
of that kind? It could not have a very large 
circulation; indeed, he himself had never even 
seen it. It was monstrous that such a costly 
advertisement should appear in a paper which 
had no circulation to warrant it ; an cl it was 
monstrous that they should be asked to pass a 
vote of that kind without some information with 
regard to it. The information was promised last 
year, but it was not yet forthcoming. The hon. 
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gentleman could procure it in two minutes if he 
liked. The Under Colonial Secretary was sitting 
in the gallery, and all the Colonbl Secretary 
had to do was to ask him for it. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He cannot 
give it. 

Mr. STEVENSOX said he ought to be in a 
position to give it, and until they got it, hon. 
members were quite justified in insisting that 
the consideration of the vote should he postponed. 
:From what had fallen from hon. members on 
the other side, he believed that they al~o would 
support a motion for the postponement of the item. 

Mr DONALDSON said that, when the vote 
was before the Committee last yee<r, the Com
mittee learnt with surprise the large amount that 
was spent in advertising the electoml rolls. 
Indeed the Government did not seem to be 
aware of the<t large expenditure until the matter 
was brought forward by the hon. member for 
Mack<ty; and it seemed to come upon them 
as a S1Ur~w~se. If his 1nemnry served hin1 right, 
the Colomal Secretary said then that the bulk 
of the expencliture had been incurred throngh 
the clerks of petty sessions without consulting; 
him--

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In accord
ance with the law .. 

Mr. DONALDSON said that no doubt many 
of the clerks of petty sessions had exceeded their 
duties, inasmuch as the rolls were published not 
only in the papers printed and circulating in the 
districts, bnt also in others which were not 
printed in the districts, and had little or no 
circulation there. A strong feeling was expressed 
that obscure papers like The Plante1· and Farnw1· 
and the Emngelical Standnnl should be subsi
dised to such a large amount, and the Colonial 
Secretary promised that it should not occur 
again-that he would inform the cl~rks of petty 
se~.~ions that in future no advertisements of 
the rolls were to be inserted in any paper 
without his consent. That, of course, would not 
apply to a paper printed and circulating in a 
district, such as the Darling Downs, and which 
printed the Darling Downs roll; the Committee 
would not have objected to that power being left 
in the hands of clerks of petty sessions. ·what the 
Committee thought and said on that occasion was 
that to advertise those rolls in obscure papers in 
Brisbane for the purpose of subsidising them 
was a monstrous shame. \Vhat they wanted to 
know now was whether the Colonial Secretary had 
fulfilled the promise he gave to the Committee 
last year, or had he acted contrar~· to that 
promise? He was very sorry to see the hon. 
gentleman badgered so much. 

Tbe COLONIAL BECRETARY: It does 
not hurt me. 

Mr. J)ONALDSON: Perhaps the hon. gentle
man has forgotten the promise he gave last 
year? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, I have 
not. 

Mr. DONALDSON said that in that case he 
would ask the hon. gentleman whether all the 
advertisements that had appeared in papers 
not printed in the district had been inserted 
with his consent? If they had, he must take 
the responsibility of incurring that enormous 
expenditure. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied that 
the "Under Colonial Secretary brought him a list 
of papers, which, with hin1, he went through, a.nd 
selected those which were likely to he most useful 
to be advertised in. Those were the papers to 
which the clerks of petty sessions were authorised 
to send the electoral rolls. He had himself 
personally authorised the insertion of two quar
terly rolls in the Evcmgelical Standard. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the quarterly rolls 
seemed to he the daily bread of the Evangelical 
Strtnda1'd. He wished to point out that he was 
not in error in an earlier part of the debate, in 
saying that the Emngelical Standa1·d had died. 
He held in his hand the number of that paper for 
August 2Gth, in which it was stated, "From this 
date the Queensland Emnr;eliwl Stnndard ceases 
to he." That was in August: the rolls had 
ceased in July. But in September they apparently 
saw rolls rthead, for on the 2nd September they 
made a fresh start-they rolled up again-and 
gave as a reason for the reappearance of the 
paper in an address to their readers-of whom 
unfortunately, np to the present time, he had not 
been one-that they saw plunder in the distance, 
and had therefore come out again. 

Mr. GRIMES said that some hon. members 
who had taken part in the debate had exhibited 
a large amount of jealousy. One hon. member 
was not satisfied because a paper which he was 
interested in did not receive so large a share of 
the Government advertisements as certain other 
papers. He (Mr. Grimes) was not a shareholder 
in the Emngeliwl Standard, nor did he think it 
necessary to stand up in support of it-the paper 
was quite able to defend itself-but he might say 
that it was just as worthy to receive a share of 
the Government advertisements as any other 
paper. The whole debate seemed to have arisen 
because certain papers which hon. members con
sidered shonld be supported had not received the 
amount of support they expected. 

Mr. DONALDSON: Nonsense! 
Mr. GRIMES said one hon. member com· 

plained that Firfcwo did not receive sufficient 
support, and said thnt if it did, it would be able 
to pay its rent more promptly. That was 
plainly expressed by the hon. member for Cook, 
who seemed afraid that he would not get his 
rent unless the Government gave more advertise
ments to that paper. That was about the 
bottom of the whole discussion, and the sooner 
they dropped it and went on with the business 
the better. 

Mr. DONALDSON said the hon. gentleman 
was completely mistn,ken in his ideas. A great 
number of members in thatChamberwere not con
nected with papers at all, and he did not think 
there had been any expressions that would indicate 
a feeling of jealousy with regard to the matter. 
The question was that a large amount of expendi
ture had 'taken place uselessly; that there was 
no necessity for it, and that the bulk of the 
advertisements had appeared in obscure papers. 
He took an interest in the subject, but he had 
no interest in any newspaper; nor did be care 
whether advertisements were inserted in papers 
outside the district or not. But he thought it 
would be quite sufficient if the rolls were pub
lished in t.he papers published in the district 
without going beyond it. That was the only idea 
he had on the subject. As to the suggestion of 
.jealousy, he did not think that half-a-dozen 
members in the Chamber were sufficiently inte
rested to be jealous. 

Mr. MURPHY said, with reference to the 
speech of the hon. member who had just sat 
down on the other side, in all probability the 
paper referred to circulated in his constituency. 
There was not so much disinterestedness about 
his speech after all. The hon. member was con· 
neoted with that paper. 

:;yrr. GRIMES: No. 
Mr. :\1URPHY: It circulated in his district, 

therefore he had got an interest in it. 
Mr. DONALDSON rose to a point of order. 

vVas it parliamentary to impute motives to an 
hon. member? -
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The CHAIRMAN said an hon. member was 
not justified in imputing motives to another hon. 
member. 

Mr. MURPHY said he did not think he was 
irrqn1ting n1otiT;es in saying thrrt that journal cir
culated in the hon. member's district, and there
fore he had an interest in it. He dicl not eny 
tlutt ho lutd a share in it, but in all proba
bility it was to his interest to support tlmt p:tper. 
He (Mr. Murphy) was in no way connected with 
any newspaper, but still he was anxious to find 
out the items of the vote they were now asked to 
pass. Exactly the same answer was made last 
year, when that vote Wfts under discus-.ion, that 
had been made that night. \Vhy in the me:tn
time h:td the Colonial Secretary not made the 
inquirie' he promised last yertr to make? He was 
reported in Hcmsn>·d of lSSG, page 1502, to have 
said:-

" 'rherc m·c E-omc accounts, such as that of The 
PlanteP mul Panner, which ·will be very minutely scru
tinised. and_ I hertr tl1a,t they eau be cut dmvn con
siderably on ac(',ount of some method in which the 
adverti~ements have been inserte<l in the paper." 
\Vhy had they not been cut down; why did the 
same or an increa.secl amount appear on the 
J~.,timates if they were cut down last year or this 
year? The Committee were promised that, a ne! 
th:tt promise had not been carried out. They had 
no more information now than they had last year. 
It h:td been promised but was not forthcoming, 
and he thought if they kept on discussing the 
matter all night they would be perfectly justified 
in doing so, unless the Premier agreed to post
pone the item. He did not think they ought to 
:tllow any businesss to go on unless the Premier 
would do that. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H. 
Jordan) s:tid the hon. member for \Van·ego 
had put the question in a Yery clear and dis
tinct light. He had asked the Colonial Secre
tary distinctly to explain whether he h:td taken 
that matter under his own control, and to 
that he hacl received a distinct answer. The 
Coloni:tl Secretary stated that he had taken the 
matter of the puhlication of the rolls by the 
clerks of petty sessions under his own control, 
and given directions as to the prtper' in which 
the rolls were to be published. Nothing could 
be clearer than that. The hon. gentleman had 
answered fully as far as his memory served him. 
There was, therefore, no longer any uncertainty 
:ts to what was being· done. That question w:ts 
raised by the hon. member for \Varrego, who 
insisted upon knowing 1.vhat was being done 
now; and, that having been clearly :tnd dis
tinctly answered by the Colonial Secretary, he 
(Mr. Jordan) thought those who were now 
opposing the progress of business could have no 
further excuse for their demand to have the vote 
postponed. 

Mr. J\IOREHEAD said he did not at all:tgree 
with the hon. the Minister for Lands, who, he 
thought, did not quite grasp the position. Hon. 
members on his side of the Committee were not 
opposing the progress of business, but were simply 
asking to have the vote postponed until they got 
the information that had been promised by the 
Colonial Secretary. If the vote were passed now 
and the returns were laid upon the table to
morrow it would be too late to discuss them in 
committee. The only way in which it could be 
done would be to move the adjournment of the 
debate. He did not think that the Government 
\vould in any way be giving way in postponing 
the vote. The Committee were certainly en
titled to the information askecl for, and doubly 
entitled to it considering the strongly e,:. 
pressed opinion and the long debate that 
took place upon the subject last session. They 
could easily go on with other busine,s. It was 
not at all unusual to postpone a vote when full 

information was not in the possession of hon. 
members respecting it. At present the hands of 
hon. members were practically tied in discussing 
the question until they got fnll p:trticulars of 
the expenditure, which the hon. the Colonial 
8ecrebry had in no way reflmed to give. He 
was sure that it would tend to the progress of 
lmoine,,s if they postponed the vote now and 
resumed it to-morrow, when they had got the 
infornution they l'Gf[Uired. There would be no 
loss of time. 

The MIKISTER FOR LANDS said the 
Colonial Secretary h:td already promised to give 
the inforrmttion asked for to-morrow afternoon, 
and the Committee must accept that promise. 
They could not for a moment suppose that it 
\Vnuld not be fulfilled. The hem. member for 
Barcoo, Mr. l>furphy, had stated just now-he 
thought the hem. member'" memory must have 
frtiled him-that the Coloni:tl Secretary had 
promised ll1st year to ~~:o into the question of 
the large amount of money that was paid to 
The Planter and Fa>·mer, and that that promise 
ha cl not been fulfilled ; whereas the Colonial 
Secretary had stat~d that he had gone minutely 
into the charges made by th[lt paper, and 
that they had been largely cut down. He 
also ~tated that his memory did not serve 
him to give the exact figures, but he would be 
prepared to lay the statement on the table to
morrow. Again and again his hon. colleague 
had promised th:tt he would supply the informa
tion demanded-and very properly demanded, 
he (Mr. Jordan) must admit th:tt-to-morrow. 
It was impossible for him to do so that night, 
because he had not the figures. Neither w:ts the 
Under Secretary, who was in the gallery, able to 
supply them ; he must go and look for them. 
No doubt he could find them readily, but that 
could not be done until to-morrow. Therefore, 
where was the reason for postponing the item? 
He coulcl not see it. 

Mr. MOHBHEAD said that the hon. gentle
man h:td given a very strong reason for the post
ponement. He (Mr. Morehead) was sure that 
no member doubted that the Colonhtl Secretary 
would carry out the promise he had made, bnt if 
they allowed the vote to go now and the return 
was ],id upon the table to-morrow it would, for 
all pmctical J!UrpO'Jes, be too late for discussion. 
Xs he had said before, it could only then be 
discussed under motion for the adjournment of 
the House. Therefore, practically, the i\linister 
for Lctnds held the same opinion that he did. 
No h:trm could be done by postponing the vote. 
That was all thev asked, and until they got the 
information they desired they were perfectly 
justified in doing so. It was a matter involving 
a large expenditure. 

The PHEMIER said the CJUestion now under 
discussion was whether the sum of £1,500 should 
be voted for advertising for the present financial 
year, and hon. members on the other side said 
they would not consider that question until the 
Colonial Secretary produced a return asked for 
that afternoon. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : Last year. 
The PRE1YIIER said that was the exact posi

tion the Committee were in. They were a$ked to 
vote £1,500 for the current year and no one took 
exception to it; but hon. members said they 
wanted a return which would not have been asked 
for if they had not known that it could not be given, 
and they were stopping the business because it 
was not given. He h:td seen that done before. He 
thought that was about the sixth time he had 
seen it done, but it was always recognised as 
an extremely unfair proceeding. Any member 
could ask a Minister for information which could 
not be furnished at the moment, without giving 
a single previous intimation on the subject, 
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hut tlmt was recognised as an extremely unfair 
thing to do. Hon. rnernbers were now asking 
tlmt the vote should be post]'oned, not till 
to-morrow, but until the end of the Estitm1te:; ; 
which wn,s practically the same period as the 
Supplementary Estimates would come on. 
The matter would then be very properly under 
discussion, becau.se the sum expended · on the 
advertisements, with regurd to which they wanted 
information, would have to be submitted to the 
Committee for their approvul, yet hon. members 
were usking them to postpone tlutt item till the 
same period. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he thought the 
Premier and Minister for Lands were trying 
to mislead the Committee. The vote they had 
to do with now had reference to information 
which wn,s promised last year. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : On the 2nd of K ovember. 
Mr. STEVENSON: And they h>td not got it 

yet. The Minister for L>ends said there wets 
only one paper-The P/antcl' and Fm·iiw·-about 
which the Colonial Secretary had promised thetn 
information. 

The MINISTER I<'OR LANDS said ha 
wished to correct the hon. member. He did not 
say there was only one ]Xtper, but that the hon. 
tuernber for I3arcoo had stated that the Colonial 
Secretary did not give the answer which he 
promised to give last session about the enormous 
ammmt of money expended on one paper. He 
did not say there were no other papers in ques
tion, but simply stated that the hon. member 
was mistaken, becn,usc the Colonial Secretttry 
had distinctly intimated that he had gone very 
carefully into the advertisements in that par
ticular paper and had cut down the amount. 

Mr. L UMLI~Y HILL : He did not tell us to 
what amount he cut it down. 

The MINISTER I<OR LANDS said that 
would, of course, be done in the paper the 
Colonial Secretary would lay on the table to
nwrrow. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he would read what 
they were promised by the Colonial Secretary. 
After some remarks by the hon. member for 
:1\hckay, the hon. gentleman said :-

"Since I last addre~scd the Ilou~:;e on thi:;: subject 
la~t week I have received a report from the ti-ovcrmaent 
l)rinter as to Uw vrobablc eotit of atlvcriising the 
qnnrtcrly electoral rolls for tlli~ :Y"-'<U', 1JuL I lmvc not yet 
been alJle to a~certain the authorities npou \Yhieh tllc 
ndvcrtis~_;mcnt~ WGre inserted in the different, paper~. 
rrhat can only be obtained. when thn vouchers arc sent 
iu, and that ·will be very shortly. I bPliCYC. rnw total 
cost of advertising in the whole colon_y·, the Government 
Printer has toltl me, "\Vill be something nndcr £:3,000. 

"The Hon. J. ::n. :JLtcrwssAx: The Xorth will not get 
n1uch of that. 

"'rhe Oor.oxiAL S.Ec:RI:TARY: 'l'hat is all I kno\\· about 
the matter a.t the present time. There are son1o 
acconnts, snch as that of The Pl(lilfr!,' u111" F'1tr;ner, 
which wlll be very minntcly scrntinisccl. Rnd I hcnr 
they cnn be cnt down eomddcrably on ncconnt of somC 
method in which the adverti~cmcnts ha ye been inserted 
in the paper. 

" :Jir. BLACK: r:l'hc account for tha..t journal is £1,050 
at present. 

"JHr. XoRTOX: ·who authori.-wd all the insertions;.. 
"'!'he CoLOXJAL SECRt;'L\.ILY: I cannot say now, but 

when the Youchcrs eomc in the authorit ics for illC 
oxpcnrlitnre 'vill accompany tllom, and until then I 
cannot give the information. 'l'hc bulk of the a(h·cr
t1sements were certain!\ nnthorisecl hY the clerJ.c~ of 
petty ses~ious u11der tlle Act. V 

•• '!'he Hon. ,J. l\I. ::.\L\.cltoSSAX: 'fhe Act taYs the adver
tisements mu~L be insertetl in one JH.tl)Cl'. · 

"IJ'he COLONIAL S.t<:CltETARY: As far a:-; I can ascertain 
the bulk of them have been authorised hv clerl;;::-; of 
petty sessions, and l belic\·e there is one r)Jaec at t.lw 
least where the clerk of 1)ett~· se:-;sinns ha:-; pnt tltcm in 
two papers. But, as I have already int1mated. until the 
vouchers come in it cannot he ascmtained who antho
risecl the insertion of the advertisements. The Govern
went Printer informs me tlutt he thinks the cost !or 

the whole colony will be under £3,000, and that prow 
bably it 1vill be less by eutting down some items which 
he thinks ean lJe ju.':'tly cut down. Of course the 
Goym·mnent Printer has arri\ed :.Lt his estimate in the 
same 111anncr as the hon. member for J.Iackay has 
arrived at his~ namely, by measnring the adverti~c ... 
meuts, in the different nmvt;papcrs sent to his office, 
:t('('nrding to law. When the vouchers come in the 
·whole thing will be more fully considered, an cl it will 
be e:qJlained who ga.,·e the authority. I know for cer
tain that ncarlv t.wo-tl1i.nls of the whole hM·e been 
authorised by cicrks of petty sessions. It is very well 
kno"·n to hon. 1nemlJcr.':l that there has been grca.t 
act.iYity indeerl in collecting names for the roll this 
year, and in consequence of that the advertisements 
have assumed a larger size than the Governn1ent ~mti
cipated thry \Yould assume." 
He considered that after those remurks made 
by the Colonial Secretary they certuinly might 
expect that the hon. gentleman wonld be in a 
position now to give then1 the information pro
mised, bnt he was not and could not even tell the 
Committee who authorised the insertion of the 
advertisements in the papers. The hon. gentle
man said that he took the responsibility for some 
of them, us, for instance, the >td vertisement in 
the Bnmuclical Standw·d; but he did not tell the 
Committee who was responsible for the others. 
He (:Hr. Stevenson) thought the Coloniul Secre
tary ought to be responsible for the whole lot, 
and considering that he promised to investigate 
the matter and give them the information, he 
maintained th>et the hon. gentleman sho11ld have 
been able to oLtain it in twelve months. But the 
hon. gentlen1an was not able to give it now, as 
he ought to have been able to do, and that wn,s a 
very good reason why the Committee should 
postpone the vote until they got the information. 
If they were satisfied with it the vote would 
no donbt be passed, but he certainly thought 
it onght not to be gone on with until they knew 
what was the amount paid for the advertise
ments, and who authorised them. In his opinion 
the Colonial Secretary should be responsible for 
the whole, and not blame anyone. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not 
blame >enybody. 

Mr. STEVEJ'\SON said the hon. gentleman 
ought to be able to give them all the facts to 
show that he was responsible, and not blame uny 
officittl. He thought the !ton. gentleman t;hould 
withdraw the vote for the present. 

Mr. L lT:\ILl~Y HILL said the Premier stated 
that that WM;: a very unfa,ir way of doing tldngR, 
and of criticising a. vote of that kind. He said that 
they were :tsking for information which they hac! 
no right to expect the Colonial Secretary to give. 
He (Mr. Lumley Hill) maintained that they had 
every right to get the information they asked for. 

The PRK'diER : The hon. member has a 
perfect right to ask for the information, but he 
has no right to expect it at a moment's notice. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said they asked for a 
good deal and did not g-et it. He did not think 
that it would do the Colonial Secretary any harm 
tu postpone the vote until the Supplementary 
Estimates cttme on. R or did he think they 
were likely to do any business that night if 
the hrm. gentleman persisted in pushing on 
that vote. He thought that after the reason
able demand which had been made for infor
nmtion, not only the Opposition, but indepen
dent members on the Government benches, 
were perfectly l'ight in putting their foot down 
anrl refusing· to )mss the Yote until they got that 
inforrnation. r:I.'en rninutes \vould have got it. 
In the intervttl at tea-time the Colonial Secre
tary could have got the information if he had 
liked. If the Premier or the Colonial Secrc· 
tary thought they w~l'e going to puso their 
Eotima.tes through the House like uka.ses nf 
the Czar they were very much mistaken. If 
they did not extend the ordinary courtesy that 
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was ex tended on such occasions they would find 
considerable difficulty in getting throud1 the 
J?st!mates. He thought they should be" estab
hsh!ng a bad precedent if they passed the 
Est1mates first and waited to get the information 
afterwards. The Committee would go very much 
astray from its duties if it bowed clown to 
that kind of interpretation of parliamentary 
usage. Both the Chief Secretary and the 
Colonial Secretary must understand that it was 
useful and necessary to give proper information 
a~d it was absurd that they should endeavour t~ 
d1ctate to hon. members. The action of the hun. 
gentlemen amounted to nothing else but dicta
tion. 

The PRlliVIIER said the Government not only 
were willing but desired that there should be 
criticism. They invited the fullest criticism. 
He often wished that there was fuller criticism 
of items. 'l'he hon. member said the Govern
ment ought to extend courtesv to the Com
mittee. The Government asked in return that 
hon. members should extend courtesy to the 
:Ministry. His hon. colleague had been treated 
with the grossest discourtesy, and by no one 
more than by the hon. member who had just sat 
down. He had been treated with the grossest 
discourte•y by the hon. member for Cook. He 
tho!'ght the Government were entitled to expect 
ordmary courte;;y, and they certainly wished to 
show it. He had pointed out that the informa
tion insisted upon was information that could 
not possibly be given, and moreover it was not 
strictly relevant to the matter before the 
Committee. The Government would give that 
information or any other information but it 
was just as reasonable to insist upon th~ir givin" 
it at a moment's notice as it would be t~ 
ask on the next item of the Estimates for 
full particulars as to postage, and incidental 
expenses, and how much was spent on postage in 
each day of the year. 

. Mr. MOREHEAD said, as far as the charge of 
d1scourtesy was concerned, the Premier himself 
was not free from the charge of being dis
courteous to the hon. member for Blackall. He 
would now suggest that the items be taken 
seriatim, and those portions of the vote which 
were objected to, be held over. The salaries could 
be voted, and that objectionable item postponed 
until the Supplementary Estimates came on. 
He thought that would meet the case if the 
hon. ge!ltleman could see his way to adopt the 
suggestwn. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said the Chief Secre
tary accused him of the grossest discourte,,y 
t<;wards the Colonial Secretary. All that his 
d1seourtesy amounted to was that he declined to 
ac?ept for gospel what the Colonial Secretary 
smd. He had every reason to discredit, or not 
to implicitly believe, what the hon. gentlenmn 
had said. They were promised the information 
ten and a-half months ago and had not vet got 
it. They were entitled to ask for it and had a 
right to get it, and he said they would be flinch
ing from the duties which they' took upon them
selves as representatives of the people if they 
allowed such a vote to pass without the fullest 
information being supplied. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was extremely sorrv to 
think that they were losing the time of "the 
country in that manner. 'rhey had been told 
that they were trying to obstruct, but if there 
was any obstruction it came from the Govern
ment side of the Committee. The members of 
the Opposition asked that a particular item 
should he postponed, but the Chief Secretary 
refused, and said it would have to be put off 
until the end of the Estimates. He could not 
see that they were likely to pass the vote th"t 
uight, and he would suggest that they adjourn 

for the night and bring it on the first thing 
to-morrow. It lmd been said by one hon. 
member that there was a jealousy between the 
different newspapers and their proprietors, but 
he did not think that could be the case in any 
way. He was sure he was not interested in any 
of the papers, but it had been acknowledged that 
the advertisements were inserted inpapersthat did 
not circulate in the districts. Last year the whole 
matter was thrashed out, and it was promised 
then that the information should be laid on the 
table of the House. Now, taking into considera
tion that some considerable time had elapsed, he 
thought the papers should have been handed 
round to hon. members at the opening of the 
session. They were not dealing· altogether 
with what was done last year. Last year 
it was pointed out forcibly that too much 
money was being spent, and yet this year the 
same thing appeared to be going on, and he 
thought hon. members were entitled to know 
what had heen spent. The Colonial Secretary 
had said last year that the expenditure had been 
incurred by the clerks of petty sessions, and 
that he never knew anything about it until he 
saw the advertisements in print; but he (JHr. 
Adams) thought that for the future the Colonh>l 
Secretary should take BVery care to see that 
nothing was published without his authority. 
\Vhen they saw that some of the electoral rolls 
vvere published six, seven, ejght, and nine tirnes 
in different papers he thought it was high 
time for the Government to make a stand ; 
prtrticularly when the law only required that 
they should be published once in a paper ch·cu
lating in the district. He agreed with the state
ment that it would have been far better if those 
rolls had not been published in so many papers, 
and if the 1noney was spent in giving greater 
publicity to Government land sales. He had 
pointed that out last year, and was perfectly con
vinced that Government land had been sacrificed 
for want of sufficient publicity being given to the 
sale of it. As they were not likely to pass the 
vote that night, if the Colonial Secretary was not 
prepared to postpone it, the best thing he could 
do was to move the Chairman out of the chair. 

1\Ir. NORTON said the Premier complainecl 
of the delay that had taken place in discnssing 
that question, but one would think that what 
had been said about it last year would have 
b2en sufficient to prevent that kind of expendi
ture being incurred again. But he found in the 
Emnyelical St"ndard of the 13th July last a list 
of name" in the electoral districts of Enoggera, 
Bulimba, l\Ioreton, Oxley, Darling Downs, Rose
VilOod, Bundanba, Fassifern, Aubigny, and 
Stanlcy. All those were published in the 
Eranuelica/ Standard of the 15th July lnst; and 
on the 22nd ,J nly last they found names in the 
divisions of \Varwick, Toowoomba, Ipswich, 
Gatton, and Bundanlnt. \Vho saw the Evan
!fc/ icrtl Standard .I It was not a paper in which 
busines,; men usually pu blishecl advertisements 
they wished to have circulated all over the colony. 
He asked why, in the name of fortune, those 
nmnes connected with the electorate of \Varwick 
should be published in that 1 m per? Could the 
hon. gentleman wonder, when that sort of thing 
was rcpmtted in that glaring way, that hon. 
members should take up time in discussing it? 

The PR1DIIER: It is not taken up with that 
question at all, hut in asking for inforrnation 
which theY know they cannot get. 

Mr. l'\ORTO~ said the whole time was taken 
up in discussing that question of the unnecessary 
waste of money in the publication of advertise
ments which were of no use whatever. The time 
had come in the histmy of the colony when it 
was incumbent upon the Opposition-if the 
Government would not do it-to see that the 
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expenditure was not abnormally increased. The 
expenditure had been increasing at an enormous 
rate since the present Government were in 
office, and if they would not do anything 
to check the expenditure they might depend 
upon it that if the Opposition got a fair 
opportunity they would not only take care to 
check expenditure, but to publish throughout 
the colony what the Government were doing, 
and so leading to the deficit which was 
now so serious n. check to their progress. It 
was that wasteful expenditure that necessitated 
the land tax; and the Committee were right in 
making an attempt to check it, and in trying 
to find out how it occurred. He presumed the 
advertisements he had referred to were pub
lished in the Standcud with the authority of the 
Colonial Secretary, and he would like that hon. 
gentleman to say what benefit the electors in 
those remote districts obtained from the publi
cation of their names in that paper. The hon. 
gentleman could give no satisfactory answer to 
that; and he (Mr. Korton) said it was disgraceful 
that the public money should be wasted in that 
way. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD said if the hem. gentle
man leading the Government would not accept 
the proposal he made, and which he thoug'ht 
was a very reasonable one, to t>1ke the items 
seriatim, and postpone that one item upon 
which information was asked, there was no other 
alternative left him but to move the postpone
ment of the vote. 

Question-That the vote be postponed-put. 

The PREMIER said he had pointed out just 
now that the suggestion to postpone the vote 
invol vecl the postponement to the end of the 
Estimates. 

An Ho~OURARLE lHEl\IllER : There is no harm 
in that. 

The PREJVIIER said, of course, there was no 
harm in it. Hon. members on the other side 
would be satisfied if they could po,;tpune the 
vote, and, by acting in a 1110:-~t unusual and c1i8~ 
c_nurteous n1anner, succeed in mnbarrassing the 
Government. Th~tt wnstheadvantageto be gained 
by it. As he had already stated mnuy times, had 
the request been made for information which the 
Colonial Secretar.y might rcasomtbly be expected 
to furnish at a n1on1ent's notice, hon. n1en1~ 
bers would be perfectly right in insisting 
that it should be furnished before the vote 
was passed. The information asked for that 
evening had never been asked for before, and it 
had never been promised before in the form 
in which it was asked: and therefore to accept 
the position as ]Jrn1wsecl would be to admit the 
propriety of action which he said was grossly 
itnpro1Jer ttnd <li:..:;courteons and Inost unreason
:tble. He therefore could not consent to any
thing which would admit the propriety of 
action which he considered to be improper. 
He ]Jreferred that hon. members who took 
np .~uch an unreadonable position should h"ve 
the satisfaction and responsibility of preYent
ing any businesf-3 being done that evening. 
He had no objection to that, if tlmt was the 
position they took up. It had been said distinctly 
that that vote would not go through until the 
Colonial Secretary gave the Committee that in
forn1ation, which, of course, he could not give 
them that evening-. If that course of action 
was to be recognised a•< a principle to be fol
lowed in futme, any hon. member would be 
entitled to take up the S<tme position, and 
no business could be got throu;;h at all. They 
might take any page of the Estimates, and a 
uwrnber rnight get up and say, "I ruust havB 
this information to-night." It would be no use 
for the Minister in charge of the department to 

state that he had the information in his depart· 
ment, but had not got it with him in the 
House, but would by it before the Committee 
to-morrow; the answer would be as it had 
been that night-" \Ve will not go any further 
until we get that inforn1ation." r:rhat was one 
of the simplest modes of obstruction. Sud1 a 
thing had been clone before. He remembered a 
C<>se where one hon. member had refused to allow 
the Stores vote to go through until all the vouchers 
were produced for the whole year. 'rhat had 
been done, and was successful, and it could 
always be done if a.ny member was unreasonable 
enough and unfair enough to take up that posi
tion. Take the ('.'1se of the Gaols vote. There 
was an item there for provisions and incidentals, 
and any member might get up and ask how 
much was spent for provisions in each gaol ; and 
from the tone which had been adopted by some 
hon. members that night, they would probably 
say, "Until that information is given this vote 
shall not go any further." 

Mr. PATTISO~ : Quite so. I say so again. 
The PRK\IIER said that was a sort of thing 

any member with sufficiently little regard for 
his own dignity, and for the dignity of that 
Chamber, might do. Of course, the Opposition 
could obstruct the Estimates, lmt he was not for 
that reason going to concede that they were 
right in the position they took up, which he 
would be doing if he acceded to the request made 
by the leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. ::\101~EHEAD said he might as well 
remind the Premier of the circumstances sur
rounding the vote. \Vhen it was introducer! it 
was by a 1nere a,ccident, on account of smnething 
·"aiel by the hon. m em her for Port Curt is, that 
the discovery was made that the vote for last 
year had been exceeded. After that it was 
found that a definite promise was made ten 
months ago by the Colonial Secretary to furnish 
cert>1in returns. 

The PRK\IIER: No. 
Mr. ::\.IOREHEAD said that his idea of a 

promise and that of the hon. gentleman opposite 
must differ very much indeecl. A promise maclo 
in Parliament :tppeared not to have the same 
t-:eq uenco as a prmnise rnade outtiide, according
to the hon. gentleman. The Premier talked 
about the Op110sition having war;ted time; but 
he denied that ·in toto. They had given no 
factious oppo8ition; he had even suggested a 
way out of the rlifficulty in order that they 
lllight get on with business. rrhe infonnation 
should be supplied to the Committee, and not to 
the House, ''" would be the case if the promise of 
the Colonial Secretary were accepted. 

'rhe PREMIER said he had been looking 
through the speech made by the Colonial Secre
tary last year, in which he was said to have 
made a promise; but he could not find it. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: P<coge 1!502. 
The PREMIER said he had read that speech 

carefully. The hon. gentleman said that when 
the vouchers came in the whole thing would be 
more fully consirlerecl; and that the Government 
Printer thought the cost for the whole colony 
would be under £3,000; and that when the 
vouchers cmne in, the authorities for the expendi
ture of the money would accompany them, bnt 
until then he could not give the information. 
He (the Premier) did not se0 that any promise 
was made to supply " return of all those 
vouchers. 

lHr. S'l'EVEKSOX said that was a lawyer's 
qnibble. The Colonial Secretary said last year:-

"There arc ~orne acconnt:-3, snch as that of T!w 
P!rwter anrl Punue,~, which w·ill be vm'Y minutely 
scrutinised, and I hear t.ha.t they can be cnt down very 
considerably on account of some method in 'vhich the 
advertisements have been inserted in the paper." 
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If the hon. gentleman scrutinised them as he pro
mised surely he could give the result of that 
scrutiny. It was pure quibbling on the part of the 
Premier to say that no promise was made. The 
Colonial Secretary also said last year th11t until 
the vouchers came in it could not be ascertained 
who authorised the insertion of the advertise
ments; and that led hon. members to believe 
thn,t he would find out who did authorise their 
insertion. Surely that was as good as a promise, 
and the information ought to be given now after 
the lapse of ten months and a-half. He was 
satisfied that the Colonial Secretary himself 
would not take advantage of the quibble raised 
by the Chief Secretary, and that if he hacJ 
the information-which he believed the hon. 
gentleman had never taken the trouble to get
he would give it to the Committee now. He 
forgot all about the promises he made, or he was 
too lazy and too little interested in the matter 
to take any trouble about it at all. Therefore 
he had not the information and could not give 
it to the Committee. They had a right to get 
information now that had been promised ten 
and a-half months ago. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said he thought the 
promise was read by the Premier himself. It 
was an inferential promise, if not a verbal 
promise, and they ought to have the information 
before they passed the vote. They had a right 
to demand it. 

The CHAIRMAN : I may point out that the 
question before the Committee--

Mr. L UMLEY HILL saia he was quite 
within his rights in addressing the Committee. 

HoNOcRABLE ME:IIBERS : Chair t 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL said hon. gentlemen 

were calling out "Chair." The Chairman rose 
before he (Mr. Hill) sat down, therefore he was 
still in possession of the floor. 

Mr. FOXTON said he rose to a point of order 
to ask whether the hon. gentleman was in order 
in oontinuing to address the Committee after the 
Ch!>.irman had risen. 

The CHAillMAN: I did not rise to stop the 
hon. gentleman. I merely thought I might call 
his attention to the fact that the question before 
the Committee is the postponement of the vote 
before it. The hon. member is at perfect 
liberty to speak; but it struck me that the hon. 
member hnd forgotten what the question was. 

Mr. L U.MLEY HILL said he had not for
gotten the question before the Committee. He 
knew that he was in order, and within his rights 
in addressing them. If he had not been in order 
he should have bowed to the Chairman's ruling 
!1t once. He wished to place his views upon 
record, !1ncl should certainly vote for the post
ponement of the vote, and proceed to consider 
then what should be done afterwmds. 

Mr. DICKSON said he had taken no part in 
the discussion, because the Estimates bore his 
name, and he was, therefore, bound to support 
them; but seeing that they had wasted the whole 
evening in discussing the itmn before thmn, a,ncl 
hon. 1nmnbers were asking for inforrnation, he 
would suggest to the Premier a course that would 
enable the Estimates to be pursued without 
any interruption. It would be unfortunate to 
postpone the vote, because it would place it in 
the position that it would have to he discussed after 
the whole of theJ<~stimates had been gone through. 
'l'herefore, at that late period of the eveninp-, 
it would be better to postpone the vote until 
to-morrow, at which time the Coloni!1l Secretary 
would be able to come down with the information 
which hon. members :desired to possess. They 

would afterwards be able to proceed with the 
Estimates in du@ course. He merely off<>red the 
suggestion for the consideration of the Premier 
with a view to preventing any interruption in 
the ordinary course of the Estimates. 

The PRE~IIER said if hem. members had 
wished to waste the whole evening they could 
have the satisfaction of knowing that they had 
done so. The whole evening had been practi
cally wasted, hut if he had given way and agreed 
to the postponement of the item he would have 
set a most dangerous precedent. It was most 
unde,irable and a most unre!1sonable request. 
He moved that the Chairman leave the chair and 
report no progress. 

Mr. :VIOREHEAD said he took exception 
to what had fallen from the hon. the Premier. 
There had been no obstruction, at any rate on 
the part of the Opposition. A very strong sup
porter of the Government, the junior member for 
Cook, was the only member who threatened 
obstruction. Two or three times he h!1d asked 
the Premier to take the vote as far clown as the 
item under dispute, nor would any member on 
the Opposition side lmve objected. During the 
last hour he had tried to induce the Premier to 
adorJt that course. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman 
avoided the question. He took exception to 
the postponement of the item, because it was 
obstructed on the ground only that a Minister at 
the moment did not give information which in the 
nature of things he could not give. :No J\finistry 
conld possibly take their Estimates through the 
Committee if such requests were made. As for 
obstruction, it had been as plain a case of obstruc
tion as he eyer saw. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : By whom? 

The PHEMI.EU said the Opposition and the 
hem. member for Cook determined to obstruct the 
vote. It was quite plain, and it was threatened 
immediately after 7 o'clock. 

Mr. STEVENSOX said he supposed the real 
reason why the Premier had "caved in" was 
because his "whip" had gone round, and found 
they could not carry the vote. He noticed that 
the" whip" had been very busy lately. 

Mr. LUl\ILEY HILL said he wished to say 
a word about being made a scapegoat of for his 
si,]e of the Committee. Them were three other 
hon. members among the Govermuent ';up
porters who had spoken upon the question
namely, the hon. member for Stanley (lVIr. 
\Vhite), the hon. member for \V!1rwick, !1nd the 
hon member for Fassifern. They objected to the 
vote in the shape it was until they received 
cerLtin information. He did not see why he 
should he branded and em-nmrked as the only 
deserter from the true fold over the business. 
The infnnnation asked for Vi'UK very neceKsnry, 
mul when they had recehcd it he should be 
willing ttnd ready to as,ist the Government in 
getting their E8tirnates through. 

The PREMIER : In this way? 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said they wanted to 
have that extravagant expenditure accounted for, 
and to know ·where the ruoney was to cmne frmn 
to make both ends meet. If they were to pass 
the }<;stiumtes through on the mere mandate 
of the Premier, without arty criticism or any 
objection, how were they ever to get into any 
better position than they were in at present? 
He thought that what had been done that night 
had been of great use to the colony, and that 
the colony would appreciate the efforts of those 
memLers of the Ass ern bly, in its proper light, who 
had been anxious to have a thorough investiga
tion into the way in which the money went. 



Supply. [15 SEPTEMBER.] Questions tvit!wtd Notice. os::> 

The PREMIER said that in order to facilitate 
further investigation into the way the. money 
went, and at the same time to shorten the length 
of the session, hon. members who wanted statis
tical returns should give at least twenty-four 
hours' notice to the Minister in charg-e. He 
hoped hem. members who wanted such mforma
tion would give the Minister notice the day 
beforehand. 

Mr. SAL KELD said he had been about to Imtke 
a similar remark to that which had fallen from the 
Premier. Hon. members who wanted informa
tion might indicate beforehand what return they 
would like, so as to avoid another hitch. They 
should go all through the Estimates and indicate 
what extraordinary information they wanted; 
that would facilitate business very much. 

Mr. BLACK said that, in order that there 
might be no doubts on the matter, he would 
inform the Colonial Secrebry that, in addition to 
the expenditure for advertising the electoral rolls 
last year, he would like to be furnished with 
)Jarticulars of the advertisements in July last 
which had been referred to. They had been 
referred to e,pecially in connection with the 
Evangelical Standcml, but it was quite possible 
1that on inquiry they would find that a number 
of other papers had been advertised in in the 
same reckless manner. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Do you 
mean up to ,June last ? 

Mr. BLACK : Up to the present time-all 
the information the hon. member eau give us 
to-morrow. 

Mr. MOllEHEAD: Mr. Fraser,-I think I 
had better withdraw my amendment. 

Question-That the amendment be with
drawn-put and passed. 

Mr. MURPHY said he would ask the hon. 
the Colonial Secretary if he would be prepared 
with all the information the department. was in 
possession of with regard to other items of the 
Estimates; otherwise there would be no end 
to the matter. If they got no further infor
mation on other matters-Defence, for instance 
-than the hon. member had been able to give 
them upon that one, he did not see how they 
were ever to get forward with the Estimates. He 
hoped the hon. member would come down fully 
prepared to-morrow, not as he had come that 
night, after having- had twelve months' notice of 
what was rerruired. The Committee would require 
information on a number of othe1· items, and he 
hoped the hon. gentleman would be prermred to 
give all the inform:1.tion they were likely to 
require. 

Mr. NOR TON said that when the Estimate·; 
were before the Committee last year the mem
bers on the Opposition side dealt very kindly 
with the Colonial Secretary because he was new 
in office ; but the hon. gentleman must not 
expect, after having been there for a. long tirne, 
that hon. members would let him off so easily if 
he were not prepared with information which 
they might choooe to ask for, and which they 
had a right to expect. Th<1t was just a friendly 
hint to the hon. member that he hat! better C<lme 
clown to-mon-ow prepared with ;oll the informa
tion possible, because it was just as well he 
should understand that he was let off last se,sion 
because he was not expected to have the 
information then that he was expected to have 
now. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
wished to express his tlmnks to the hou. member 
for his past kindne,s. He was very much 
obliged to the htm, member. He was not aware 
of the .fact before. 

Question-That the Chairman leave the chair, 
report no progress, and ask leave to sit again-put 
and passed. 

The House resumed; the CHAIRMAN reported 
no progress, and obtained leave to sit again 
to~uwrro\v. 

ADJOURN:\IENT. 
The PREMIEH said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 

that this House do now adjc>urn. It is proposed 
to put Supply at the top of the paper to-morrow. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at three minutes to JO 

o'clock. 




