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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 8 Septernbe1', 1887. 

Questions.-Formal :1>1otion.-)1otion for Adjournment 
_:Bowen Railway.-Mcssage from the Legislative 
Co.uncil-Australian Joint Stock Bank Act Amend
ment Bill.-Financial Districts Tables.-Bundaberg 
School of Arts Land SaJe Bill-committee.-Ohinese 
Immigrants Act Amendment Bill-second l'eading. 
-Local Government Act ol 18i8 Amendment Bill 
No. 2-committee.-Supply-resumption of com
mittee.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
Mr. CHUBB asked the Minister for W arks
When will tenders be invited ·for the construction ol 

the first section of the Bowen Railway? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) replied-

! am not prepared to say at present when tenders 
can be invited. 

Mr. BAILEY asked the Colonial Treasurer
Will he cause a stric~ and impartial inquiry to be 

made as to the conduct of the Colonial Stores Depart
ment, especially as to the reasons which led to the 
resignation of Mr. J. Curry. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker,-
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: A question has 

been asked. 
The PREMIER (Hon. SirS. W. Griffith): I 

understood the hon. gentleman to rise to a point 
of order. 

Mr. BROOKES: Mr. Speaker,-I do rise to a 
point of or.der, This bungle arises out of my inex 
perience. I want to ask you, sir, if certain words 
in this question ought to appear as part of the 

1887-2 ~ 

question. The words are "Will he cause a strict 
and impartial inquiry." Now, I do not like that 
word "impartial." I think it appears to be 
coloured. It seems to imply that there is a 
poosibility of the inc1uiry not being impartial. 

The SPEAKER: I do not think that the 
words ought to be in the question, because it is 
an implication that partial inquiries are per
mitted by the Government. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I do not object to the 
question going >tS it is. 

The SPEAKER : It is entirely a question for 
the hon. Colonial Treasurer to decide whether 
he will answer it in its present form. He can 
decline to do so if he pleases, and the hon. mem
ber for \Vide Bay can then put the question in 
the form in which it ought to be put. 

Mr. BAILEY said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
qnite willing to alter the question if it is out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot 
speak to the question. No discussion can take 
place on a question being put. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! think 
the practice is sometimes for the Chair to t>tke 
the responsibility of correcting questions placed 
on the notice-paper when they are irregular. 
That has been done when the epithets used have 
been considered objectionable. I can assure 
hon. members that any inquiry made will be 
strict and impartial. 'l'he answer to the question 
is:-

My attention has not previously been directed to 
the matter. I will inquire into it my.::;elf, and, if it 
appears necessary, take further action with respect to 
inquiring into the management of the Colonial Stores. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL asked the Premier
Whether the Government propose to discontinue the 

issue of miners' rights and publicans' licenses to the 
Chinese throughout the colons ? 

The PREMIER replied-
The Government do not propose to take any action 

in the matter at present. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Crushed again! 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :
By Mr. CHUBB-
1. That the Queensland Trustees and Executors 

Society, Limited, Bill be referred for the consideration 
and report of a select committee. 

2. That such committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and leave to sit during any adjourn
ment of the House, and that it consist of the following 
members, namely :-~Ir. William Brookes, :I'Ir. Aland, 
Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Foxton, and the mover. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
BOWEN RAILWAY. 

Mr. CHUBB said: Mr. Speaker,-! rise to 
move the adjournment of the House, for the 
purpose of bringing under the notice of hon. 
members a substantial grievance which I have 
to complain of. It is in reference to the Bowen 
milway. In this morning's Courier appears a 
telegram to this effect :-

"A large and influential meeting was held here last 
night, when the follov.ring resolutions were passed:
~ rrhat the ilfinister for tYorks be communicated with 
urging upon him that, now thepermanentsurveyofthe 
tir8t section of tho Bov.rcn railway has been completed, 
tenders be called for the construction of the same 
immediately;' and 'That the Premier be respectfully 
reminded of his promise to Bowen when last here, that 
there should be no delay in commencing that railway, 
and also of a statement in his separation despatch 
that the Bowen raihvay was the only Northern one that 
had not been commenced, and, it wonld be proceeded 
with at once.' '' · 
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Before that meeting was held, I had tabled a 
question, the answer to which I received just 
now. Of course I am aware I have no right to 
discuss on this motion n,n n,nswer given in that 
way, and I do not intend to do so, but I propose to 
substantiate my complaint by reference to other 
clocumentd I have here. I would point out that 
the rail way in cjnestion is one promised by thP late 
Government, and the section which hn,.s been 
approved of by Parliament is pmctically the 
same as the section laid on the table by the 
previous Government, the plans of which were 
not adopted owing to the defeat of that Govern
ment. The matter remained in abeyance 
for scme three years, during which time the 
Government were boring for coal in other direc
tions, and they postponed the consideration of 
this railway until hest sesoion. The plans were 
brought d<lWn last session and the motion for 
their approval passed on the 3rd November. 
During last session there were several other 
plans brought down and approved by this House, 
the permcu1ent surveys of which have since been 
completed and tenders called for same. In the 
Ga.zette of the loth July, there are fonr tenders 
called for rail way works; in the Southern 
division the North G1ast railway, section 5 
-that is the Gympie end-the Cooktown 
railway in the Northern division, the exten
sion from the city to Fortitude Valley, and the 
Maryborough to Gayndah railway, first section, 
in the Southern division. Now, the plans for all 
these rail ways were passed last session, and I see 
the permanent surveys of those works were com
pleted and tenders called for them as early as 
the 14th May, the 11th ,T nne, and the 9th J nly, 
although at that time the plans were not 
entirely completed. Tenders were called for 
these four rail ways though the plans were 
not ready, and a notice was given that they 
could be seen at the office on a certain day 
subsequent to the calling for tenders. The 
Maryhorough to Gayndah railway, section 1, 
has not been let, as the time for receiving 
tenders for it expires during this month. No. 5 
section of the Gym pie line has been let; for the 
]fortitude V alley line the tenders are in, and I 
am not quite certain how the Cooktown railway 
stands. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Tendershn,veheen accepted 
for a short section. 

Mr. CHUBB : I am told tenders have been 
accepted for n, short section of it. As soon 
as the House passed the plans for the Bowen 
railway, I put myself in communication with 
the then Minister for \Vorks, the late Mr. 
Miles, and he promised to give instructions to 
have the permanent survey proceeded with as 
soon as possible. Two months elapsed before 
the instructions were given. In order that I 
might be correct in my dates, I may say I wrote a 
letter to the Commissioner in June last asking 
for answers to certain cn.tegorical questions I put 
to him, and these are the answers I got to those 
questions :-

"Referring to previous communications re Bowen 
railway survey, I have the honour to inform you the 
Chief :Engineer now reports as follows;-

n 1. Instructions were received by the Chief Engineer 
to proceed with the permanent survey Bmven to Ayr 
on January 4th, 1887. 

" 2. ·rhe Chief Engineer definitely instructed 1fr. 
Longland to proceed to Bowen on :J.Tarch 29th. Previous 
to this Mr. Longland had been examining the western 
end of tl1e Bowen line for flood levels. 

"3. 'l'he survey was commenced at Bowen on April 
2nd. 

"4. Mr. Longland has completed the survey to five 
and a-half miles.'' 

Thn,t was signed for the Commissioner. 
'J'he PREMTEH: What is the date of it? 

Mr. CHUBB: The 17th of June. Hon. mem 
bers will observe that at first there was a delay 
of two months before instructions were gh'en, 
and there was a further delay of nearly three 
months before the Chief Engineer sent an officer 
to commence the survey. I am aware th;ct it is 
said that l\Ir. Longland wad examining the 
western encl of the B'owen line for flood-levels at 
the time; but, from a private letter I have. 
received, I am informed that he was taking the 
levels of the Bnrdekin River at that time, and 
as the river was then in flood it was very 
easy for him to ascertain the levels within 
a few days, and within a week at the outside. 
The survey was commenced, and there is no 
reason for the long delay that has since taken place 
and now the plans are not completed. Last week 
I called again at the office and asked the Com
missioner for llail ways for inforrrmtion. I asked 
him to send up a telegram to Mr. Hannam fpr 
particulars, and I particularly wanted to know 
if the survey was finished, and if not, when it 
would he finished, and whether any field-books 
had been sent to the office with copies of 
the plans, and, in fact, what was the state of 
matters. He promised to do so, and I called 
again this morning. The only information I got, 
and which I believe is the only information they 
have in the office, was that they expected the 
survey would be completed about the 12th of this 
month. Almost the last day the late Minister for 
'\Vorks was in this House, on the Thursday, 
I spoke to him about the matter and he said 
that, so far n,s he was able to judge, he expected to 
be able to call for tenders in about three months. 
This is what I want to point out. I have 
already shown that in the case of four other 
rail ways approved of last session the surveys 
have been completed, the tenders called for, and 
some of them let. I may point out that thi;; was 
a vm·y easy line, and the Minister for vV orb 
himself said that the bridgeworks would be very 
light, and the surface-work generally light, n,s 
t11ere were no large cuttings to be made. I 
think, therefore, that nine months is too long for 
the survey of a railway of that kind to be on 
hand, and if it was conducted with the rapidity 
that the surveys in other parts of the colony 
were done, I believe there is no reason why it 
should not have been completed in two months. 
There has been no flood weather to interfere with 
the survey, and it could have been done within 
two months if the instructions were given at the 
proper time and the officers carried out their work 
properly. I remember in July last that one of 
thehon. members for Maryhoroug-h, Mr. Sheridan, 
went to Maryborough to see his constituents, 
and he took in his pocket a copy of the Govern
ment Gctzette in which tenders were called for 
the line in his district. The Gazette came out on 
the Friday or Saturday morning, and the hon. 
gentleman was in Maryborough addressing his 
constituents on the following Tuesday night, 
and during his address he is reported to have 
said:-

'· I:Ie made a resolution in his mind last vear that he 
'vonld not return to Mars borough until he carried in 
his pocket the advertisement in the Government Ga.z:ette 
calling for tenders for the ::\fung::tl'r line, and he had 
brought it with him, and left Brisbane within an hour 
after receiving it." 

It is further stated in the report that-
" The manner in which ::\fr. lVIiles accosted him at the 

door of his l!ou;;:e and informed him that tenders would 
shol't1y be called, nnd bid him tell the news to his con
stituents at once, was graphically described." 

That is the way, I point out, that members in 
the southern part of the colony seem to have 
their wants attended to. I want to draw a dis
tinction between what is called justice to the 
North and justice to the South. I did not refer 
to this matter last evening on the discussion OlJ 
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the Financial Districts Bill, because I did not 
wish to introduce local grievances into a matter 
of that kind. I prefer to do so to-day, and I may 
say I lmve received a telegram from the mn.yor 
of Bowen informing mo of the holding of the 
rneeting l::tst night, ana asking rne to convey the 
resolutions pas,;ecl to the Premier and the :Minis
ter for \Vorks, and to r~sk them to have tenders 
invited for the rr~ilway. \Vel!, the House is 
sitting, and I prefer to interview those g·entlemen 
in the Honse, so that I may make my rertuest 
pnblicly, and have their an."ver gi,·en to me just 
as publicly. I think I have good ground for 
complaining of the delay, "-hich seems to be 
unreasonable, unnecessary, and almost deliberate 
in going on with this work. I think I r~m 
entitled to have ,,ome answer from the Govern
ment in this matter. The hon. member at the 
head of the \Vorks Department sr~id he was not 
prepared to sr~y when tenders wonld be called for. 
I think thr~t is not a fair answer under all the cir
cumRtances, and I n1nst af-ik for son1etbingn1ore de
finite. I beg to move the adj ourmnen t of the House. 

The PRR~IIER said: :Mr. Speaker,-! mu 
sorry the hon. gentleman did not convey his 
intentions to me more in the ordinary w:cy, 
and then I could have told him more in detr~il 
than I can now how the matter stands. Before 
the Government call for any more tenders for 
railway works they intend to know exactly 
what the condition of the finances of the colony 
is. Hon. members on the other side laugh. Of 
course they consider it is a ridiculous idea to 
consider the finances before calling for tenders. 
I quite agree that it is absurd from the point of 
view of hon. members opposite. The Govern
ment intend to see exactly what money will be 
wanted during this year. \V e have a certain 
amount of money to our credit on Loan Fund, 
and a certain amount only. 

Mr. CHUBB: You have £150,000 of the last 
vote, or you ought to have. 

The PREl'viiER: \Ve have a certain amount 
to the credit of the Loan 'Fund, and a certain 
amount only. \Ve have already a considerable 
number of contracts let, involving serious 
liabilities, which will fall in dming the pre
sent year; and it is a very serious question 
when we should go to the London money 
market for more money. Before the Govern
ment commit the country to any further expen
diture of that money, they intend to have 
a very thoroug·h knowledge of the present con
dition of the finances. The first thing I did 
when I went to the 'rreasury to take chm·ge of 
that department was to inrtuire what were the 
out"tanding-liabilitic·; to come in during· the yenr 
agr~inst the Loan :Fund, and I regret to say the 
information was not then available. I believe 
it is all available in the office to-day, but I have 
not yet had an opportunity of seeing really what 
is the amount of obligation outstanding, and until 
I know that, and have had an opportunity of con
sulting my colleagnes on the subject, I cleclim· 
to make any promise committing the country to 
further expenditure. I hope to-morrow to be 
able to get a complete knowledge of the whole 
position, but I am sorry to say that up to the 
present time I have not got it. 

Mr. 1'\0RTO:\' said: :Mr. Speaker,-! c:>n 
quite sympathiee with the hon. member for 
Bowen in the complaint that he has brought 
before the House. I mr~y say, sir, that \l'i'Gh 
regard to that rrdlway the people of Bowen have 
been treated as if thev were mere shuttlecock•<, 
The late Government got this House to vote a 
sum of money for that mil way, and the first 
thing the present Government did in connec
tion with the loan voteJ when they came into 
office was to get another vote for a milwr~y from 
Bowen to some imaginary coalfields, which, 

according to lYir. Jack's report, were burnt out. 
There was no coal that conld be burnt there as 
far as he knew without the help of a considerable 
'l'""ntity of timber. That is Mr .• Tack's report 
re,.;pecting- these cor~lflelcls to which the House was 
induced to vote money for building fl railway. 

The PEE11IER: That report was given long 
subsequently. 

Mr. NOR TON: The rep0rt was not given long 
subsertuently, and it was the only official know
ledge that the House had, or that the Works 
Department had, I believe, as to the condi
tion of the coalfield. 

The PREMIER : How could that be the only 
information they had when the information had 
not then been given? 

Mr. NOR TON: The information had been 
given, and when the Government Geologist 
reported upon the place he stated that the best 
coal he could get he succeeded in burning with 
the assistrmce of a good deal of timber. That 
wD." all we had to go upon, but the Government, 
with the majority they had at their back, suc
ceeued in carryinq the vote for a railway to that 
burnt-out cor~lfieln. After conducting "number 
of experiments, which do not appear to have 
been very sncce.ssful, they came to the con
clusion that they would abandon that scheme 
and give the money, in addition to the sum 
already voted, for a line from Bowen g-oing 
northward. Now, I think that, considering the 
nature of the country, which is for many miles 
from Bowen to the Burdekin almost a dead 
level, the hon. member has very good ground for 
complaining that more action has not been taken 
in the matter by the Government. But, sir, I 
sympathise with him because I, as the represen
tative of the Port Curtis district, have a similar 
complaint. A surri of money was voted for a 
line from Bundctberg to Gladstone, and promises 
were given to the people up there by the then 
Minister for \Vorks that the survey would be 
completed and the line carried out as soon as 
possible. \Vel!, sir, the first surveyor was taken 
away before he had completed the line, and after 
a gre"t deal of delay another surveyor was sent 
up to the Glfldstone end of the line to conduct 
the permanent survey. I have it on the authority, 
I might almost say, of the \Vorks Department 
that that gentleman was refused employment 
by the Engineer in the :;\forthern Division, Mr. 
Hannam; he simply would not have him. He 
wc..s on thi,; line for weeks engaged on trial 
surveys which all ended in nothing. From the 
place where he started it was only po,;sible to 
take the railway by a certain course, unless he 
deviated altogether beyond the range; but 
instead of going on with the permanent survey 
he spent weeks and months in trial surveys 
which were of no use whatever. Now, this 
morning, I hear from the Engineer-in-Chief that 
another surveyor is to be sent up to go on with 
the trir~l survey and begin the permanent wnrk 
in order that an appearance of expedition may 
be given. But, sir, t.lw work has been delayed 
beyond all reason ; it might have been carried out 
months ago~ I might alrnost say years ago-had 
the Govemment shown any desire to fulfil the 
promise made hy the late ~linister for \Vorks. 
I lmve spoken on the snbject repeatedly, both in 
thi~ H:ou8e ancl tP the ~Iinl~ter in his otficB, but 
the only effect has been to get fl little bit fllong 
with this clilly-dnllying that has been going on 
so long. Xow, with regm·d to what has fallen 
from the Premier in connection with this deter
minr~tion to find out all about the money, I 
am very g-lad that the hon. gentleman has come 
to that determination; but, sir, it is at the 
eleventh hour. The hon. gentleman has gone on 
sr~nctioning expenditure beyond our means for 
years, and now, when there is a possibility of the 
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country turning round in di 'gust upon the admin
istration of the Government, he has suddenly 
found that it is necessary to see we get the money 
before it is expended. But, sir, I woulcl ask him 
wha.t is being dmte now with res·ard to the 
\ralley raihv;.l.y? 11-i anythi11g being done there 
which will ncce,sitate a greater cxpenditm·e 
than was authoricJed by thi,; House'l :From 
skttements I see in the papers, I am inclined 
to think that the expenclitnre incurred in carry
ing out that line ai; far as Cou._;;tance street 
will be very n1uch greater than the snrn a.utho
rised by this House. I hope the hon. gentleman 
will be in a position to tell the House, bufor<; 
he accepts any tender of that kind, what is 
the real cost of resuming the laud that will be 
required to carry the railway to that point. I 
should be the last to complain if the rail
way were carried out to a convenient point 
in the town, leu.ving the final extension to 
Le carried out when it could be done without 
exccedin[>. the limit authorised by this House. 
I believe that in many cases the sums voted will 
be largely exceeded--in fact, in seveml cases they 
have been exceeded already; and, as I pointed 
out on a recent occe~sion, a future lonn which is not 
yet authorised has been drawn upon to the extent 
of considerably over half-a-million ; so th.ct there 
is every justification for the hon. gentleman 
speaking about the necessity of seeing that 
works are not incurred which will cause a 
greater outlay than that already authorised. But 
I hope the hon. gentleman, while applying that 
rule to one cmle, will see that it is carried out in 
all, and not make an exception of the Bnwen line. 
I was rather struck with the report published to 
the effect that the G<wernment intended to carry 
out the J<'ortitude V alley line as far as Constance 
Htrect, because I believe, on the representation 
of meu who at·e well acquainted with the value 
of city property, that if that line i,, cnrriecl ont 
the money which will have to be paid "' compen
sation for resumption of land will bring· U[J the 
cost of the line to an ::unount far exc~.:.eding the 
amount of the vote for the whole of the work. 

Mr. J\Ic:'IL'cSTER: No. 
Mr. NORTON : I :J.m merely rJnoting what 

I heard from gentlemen who are, I believe, com
petent to give"' fair Yalnation of the land which 
will be required. I do not believe the line can be 
made without largely exceeding the amount voted. 

Mr. SCOTT said : Mr. Speaker,-! think the 
hon. member for Bowen h:J.s great reason to com
plain in this matter. A great many years ago
five years at least-a sum of money was voted 
for the Bowen railway, but from that time till 
now nothing has been done-except that the money 
may have been applied to some other purpose. 
The excuse giYen by the Chief Secretary for not 
calling· for tenders appears to me to show that 
the money has been applied to another pur
pose. The money was voted five years ago, 
but the reason why tenders were not called 
was, that the member for Bowen has always 
sat on this side of the House, and the con
serruence is tlmt his constitneuts haYe been 
punished. \Vhen the present Government c:cme 
into office they tried to get quit of this alto
gether, but they couH nc,t do so ; and after it 
was brought into eomething like fair form the 
late 1\'Iinister for IVories said he wuuld uot go on 
with the work till he had gone over the ground 
himself. The lino is one of the easie,t lines on 
the Queensland co:1st to construct. The fir;;t 
section from Bowen is almost a dead level, and 
there are no engineering difficulties in the way. 
The excuse giYen by the Premier is a very poor 
one, because the money has been appropriated 
for the particnhr purpose of making that rail
way; and if it has been used for any other 
!mrpose it has been improperly used, 

The Ho~. J. Jlii. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-! think the reply given by the Chief 
Secretary to the lwn. member for Bowen should 
not :J.pply in the particular case of the Bowen 
railway. lt seems, according to what he stater!, 
that hn is nncertain as tu the extent to which 
the c,•,c;h balance of the Loan l<'uncl will carry 
on the raih·tayt: no\V in course of construction; 
but smely the hon. gentleman cannot clony the 
justice of making the railway from Bowen to 
Townsville ri(l Ayr, because the money for that 
railway should be in the Treasury, as not "' 
penny has been spent, exce]Jt the amount that 
was expended in boring for coal. Therefore the 
£1i'JO,OOO authorised in 1882, and ]Jorrowed by the 
late Governmeut, should be now in the Treasury 
nnless it haR been used for the nutking of son1e 
other raihncy. Now, will the hon. gentleumn say 
it has been Uc,ed for the making of any other 
railway? If it has not, the money must be avail
able. And what is the protenee of not calliug 
for tl'nders? Simply because there are cert<dn 
railways in the South with certain liabilities he 
i,s uncertain the Treasury will meet or not. The 
thing seems ridiculous ; but it h" silllply carryjng 
out the policy enterhl upon by the present 
Government when they came into office ; it has 
always beBn their determination not to make the 
railwny if they could avoid it. It was said by the 
late Minister for \Vorks that he "'tmld not make 
the railway, and certainly he ne\'er did. I am 
sorry he di,inot live long enough to do it, bnt if 
he were in his place here to-day he wonlcluot have 
gi','en a rlifferent answer. The mamwr in which 
this railway has been dealt with is simply a dis
grace to any Government. If the late Gm'ern
nlent had acted in the saine way in regard to a 
railway in the Korth, or in the central portion 
of the colony, I am quite certain that no member 
of this House would have been stronger iu his 
comlemnatory langnag·e of their conduct than 
the hon. gentleman now at the hE,ad of the . 
Govcnnnent. Every raihvay \Ve contracted to 
make we set to work at once to try to make. \V e 
commenced the survey of this line, which was 
actually ready ; and if I am not mistaken the 
plans were hcid on the table of the House by 
the hon. member for Port Cm·tis, who was then 
Minister for \Vorks. That was in 1883 ; and 
now we are told in 18:-37 that owing to the uncer
tainty of the bahnce in the Treasury the hon. 
gentleman cannot tell us when tenders will be 
called. \Ve have the amount of the cash balance 
in the Auditor-General's Heport. 

The PREJ\HJ~R: \V e must know the liability 
on account of contracts outstanding. 

The Hox. J. J\1. MACROSSAN : The 
amount of liability on contracts outstanding can 
Le obtained by every hon. member from the 
Commissioner for Railways' Report; and the two 
things put together should give the hon. gelltle
man sufficient information to allow him to call 
for tender" for this line. The amount of cash 
balance in connection with the Loan Fund to the 
credit of the Treasury at the end of the last 
financial year was £2,734,000. I should think 
the first £1:'50,000 voted for this line should 
be in that, if not the second £100,000. 
But I am afmid that neither is-that both 
amounts ha\'8 been spent in making some of 
those pet political rnilways which luwe been 
vacsecl by the present Gonrnment. Compare 
the dilatorinc,o of the present Gonmunent in 
nwking this line ·with their ucti vity in 111aking 
the line-or rather in trying to make it, for I 
hope they will never be able to make it-the 
straight line to \Varwick, often spoken of as the 
'' 1:ia 1·ecta.'' Conlp::tre their activity \vith regard 
to that line, and also with regard to the line from 
vVarwick to St. Gem·ge as a continuation of the 
~·ict ?'ecta, with the delay that has occurred on this 
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Bowen line. But the difference is this: that the 
Do wen line is a useful railwayinKorthorn Queens
l:ond, while the other is a political line in Southern 
Queenoland. That is the difference. I think the 
condnct of the Uovernment with n'spect to thLl 
Bowen line cannot be sufficiently widely made 
known to the people of the colony, both North 
and South. 'rhe pe<lple of the South, I am C[Uite 
sure, would not approve of conduct of this kind: 
those who think the matter over would never 
justify the Government in withholding a line 
the vote for which had been taken five 
years ag-o ::md the plans laid on the tC1hle 
of the House to he passed four yenrs C1g"O. 
I am extremely sorry that the hon. gentleman 
could not find some other reason, as far as this 
line is concerned. The Treasury rea.son n1ay 
suit very well for such lines '" the via '!'ccta and 
the l,'ortitude Valley line, :cmd perhaps also for the 
line the plans of which C1re now on the table of the 
House-the South Brisbane line-which I may 
observe, :Mr. Speaker, were tctbled very readily 
when the h<m. member for South Bri>;bane was 
in a C[Uandary as to whether he was going to be 
opposed or not. 

The PTIE:YIIER : They were laid on the table 
in pursuance of Jl.lr. lYiile,;'s promioe given a fort
night before. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : A promise 
made by this Assembly is much more important 
than even a promise made by C1llY Minister for 
\Vorks; and this Assembly, thoug-h not this 
Parlimnent, stood committed to a promi'e to 
Ina,ke this railway given five years ago. _\._nd yet 
the plans passed last year are still inoperative, 
although, as the m ern ber for Leichhardt has 
pointed out, the line is actually as level C1S the 
floor of thi~ Hour:ie. There is not a ~ingle engineer~ 
ing difficulty for the whole of the first two or 
three sections, except it may be the crossinn· of 
the Burdekin ltiver. Of course I n1ust f;ive 
the hon. gentleman credit for his anxiety to find 
out the littbilities of the Government, but surely 
this is a very late period in the expcnditm·e of 
the £10,000,000 loC1n to attempt to fine! out its 
liabilitie.;, Thb is a matter that the Treasury 
should have beBn kept posted up in day by day. 
'J.'herc should have been llO ill<]Uiry neces"1l'Y ltt 
this late period, four year., after the .£10,000 000 
lu:1n '\Vas projected, to find out the aanoui{t of 
the Governn1ent's liabilitieci on the r:1ihvavd 
which this £10,000,000 loan wao to nwke. A1~cl 
I must say that :tlthough the hon. gentlem'm 
may try to throw the blmne upun the late 
Treaomer, I, for ono, and I think the House 
also, will not allow him to shunt the blame off 
his own shoulders. The head of the Govemment 
is responsible for the actions of everY one of its 
1nernbers. " 

The PJ1J~:\IIER: I C1Il1 quite '"''are of that. 
The Ho:-~. J. :\I. 2\L\CHOSSXi'\: And urHm 

the hon. gentleruan the responsibility n1u::-;t rernain 
of al1owing the loan vote to get into snch u. 
condition as we are led to belie\ e from his 
answer to the hon. member for Bowen. It is his 
responsibility, and it is also his diFJgTucc. 

The Hox. G. THOllN said: Mr. Sp·.>aker,
I have only a few wonls to sC1y, anrl I will hcgin 
by saying that I an1 anxiou::: not to c1nbnrnlss 
the Govern1nent in any way. In 1ny opinion 
the loo,n expenditure ought to be reducer!. \Ye 
have been spending a g-reat dra1 too n1nch loaD. 
money of late. Instead of S]>enrling two mil
lion; a yettr, "' little over '" million would be 
quite ;.:;ntficient. But I think the Govennuent 
have not been acting straight to so1ne of their 
supporters 'vith regard to certa.in railwa:y s \vhich 
they promised when they fir,t came iuto 
':ffice. I allude mm·e pe~rticnl:trly to the straight 
!me to \Varwick-the 1:ic' 1'Cctn. The Govern
ment have made mtmy railways since they 

came into office, some of which are not likely 
to l'"'Y for a considernble time. But I do not 
cC1ll one of them n politicC1l railway, and I 
firmly believe that they will all be payable 
after a few ye:ttrs. Certainly the two worst 
lines C1re lines which were p,"sed very shortly 
after the pr~sent Government entered office
the two lines "bout Toowoomba-the Grow's 
Nest line and the 13eanarabit line. \Vith regnrd 
to the straig-ht line to \Varwick, the via ncta, 
when I a.,ked a question about it last month 
I w:ts informed that the plans were ready, 
and that the line would be constmcted for 
the amount which Parliament voted for it
namely, £.)00,000. That sum will also include 
the impro,·ing of the Facsifern lino, which will 
have to be re-laid in some pbce;;, I do wish, sir, 
that the Government would give me some pledge 
that they will thb se•sion by the plans on the 
table of the House. I should like them to do so 
before they go out of office. Notwithsbnding 
the remark of the hem. member for 'rowns
ville th><t this line is not wanted, I confidently 
believe that it will be one of the finest lines 
in the colony. ·when that line is finished 
there will be an enormous trade along it from 
here to New South \V ales, and it will C1lso 
pick up a great deal of traf!ic upon the road. 
There is a large amount of very fine land along 
thC1t line, and I have no hesitation in saying thC1t 
from the start the t·in ?'CCI<t will pay, not merely 
as a direct line to New South \V ales, but as a 
branch line through a rich ag-ricultuml district. 
I clo not ask the Government to go on with the 
line at once ; all I want them to do is to place 
the plans upon the table and g-et the approval of 
Parliament for them. Only this morning, b'Bfore 
leaving home, I was waited upon by some of my 
constituents, who asked me to see that the plans 
were tabled this session, and said thAy were very 
anxious to have a promise from the Government 
on the subject. I am informed that the plans 
\Vere readY smne titne ago, and I trust the 
Premier will see his way to place them on the 
table this session. 

Mr. CA:\IPDELL RC1id: J\Ir. Spcctker,-Igivc 
the hfm. n1e1nber for },a~sifern credit for knowing 
a good deal about Inany things, but he knows 
nothing of wlmt he is talking C1bout when he 
t·ays that the Crow\; Xe~t liue is not paying. 
The only fault with the line is in its construction. 
It is not able to carry the traffic that is there 
for it. The curves are S<) sharp that the trains 
cannot elmw a heavy load round them. If tlutt 
were altered I am certain there would not he " 
better p:cying line in the colony. 

Mr. KATES s::Lid: 1\Ir. Speaker,--I have 
nothing to e.ay about the Bowen line, but I muc;t 
allude briefly to a remark made by the hon. 
member for •rownsville. Tlmt hon. g-entleman 
never rises to speak on any railway <JUestion 
Y'i·ithont having smncthing to ~ay al1uut the 
~-ht 1·cctrl. He ne,·or sayt5 anything about his 
.!\' orthern politicill lines-about the Cooktown 
line, C1nd the other lim·s in the North-which do 
not pay at all. He kn<)WS notbin;;whatever about 
the country through which the Tin rcctn will run. 
He has never been in th::tt locality, or he would 
nnt tn,lk so nnwh nousen:;e ever,y tilne he ha,:-; 
occa'·ion to speitk ::tbout it. It is the richest 
district in ()ueensbnd. It is full of agricultnral 
lane] both below and above the Hang-e, nnd the 
way the hrm. g·cntleman speaks about the 1:in 
1·ccta is almost a lihel on that part of the country. 
It will be time enough to speak on that subject 
when the plans come before the House, and 
thev will come before n>i this ses,ion, because 
tl1e" (;uvcrmnent arc plecl;;ed to do it. I m11ler· 
.tancl tlmt the l>ltrli:tmtmtm·y pbns arc I'ea,Jy t<l 
be submitted to this House, C1nd I believe that 
they will be submitted very shortly. If they are 
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not then they ought to be, and that very shortly. 
'l'he hon. gentleman is very inconsistent in many 
ways, and I may say that I have found out that 
he is not what he pretends to be, especially in 
the way of consistency. Some few years ago 
when he was Jl.iinister for IVorks he happened 
to inspect the Killarney Railway, and, looking 
round at that magnificent e"tate of Canning 
Downs, he said : ''IV hat a crying shame it is that 
this mt.gnificent land should be in the hands 
of one man. The Government should recO\ er 
it and cut it up for farms." Some time after· 
wards I introduced a motion for the purpose of 
recovering that estate for public purposes, for 
settlement, and he was one of the first men 
to vote against it. So much, sir, for the con· 
sistency of the hon. member for Townsville. 

Mr. HAMILTO~: You wanted the Govern· 
rnent to buy back a lot of your own land too. 

Mr. MORGAN said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
motion for adjournment, moved by the hon. 
member for Bowen, to draw attention to a griev
ance under which his constituents labour with 
regard to a rail way they were promised by the 
previous Government-a promise which that 
Government failed to carry out, and which 
the present Government are now blamed for 
-has been made the opportunity by the hon. 
member for Townsville of having another shot 
at what he calls "political rail"ays," the 
1:ict 1'ectu and the line from \Varwick to St. 
George. It is not the first time he has so 
referred to these lines, and I do not ;;uppose it 
will be the last. The hon. member is now, to all 
intents and purposes, a Northern mcmuer, and 
cares. very little about the southern portion of 
the colony. He does not care how many iujus· 
tices he inflicts upon the South, so long· as he 
gets his real or imaginary Northern grievances 
redressed. But the hon. member did not always 
speak as he thinks now, Mr. Speaker. If I 
had time I could quote from Hansanl words 
which are distinctly at \'ariance with those he 
has uttered to-day and on several previous 
occasions since I came into the House. I 
have just had time to look up the volume of 
Hanscm.l for 1882, page 634, in which there i;; 
a report of the debate on a motion moved by 
the late Mr. Jacob Low, who then represented 
Balonne, in favour of a vote for the survey of a 
line from IVarwick towards St. George. The 
hon. member for Townsville was then :Minister 
for vVorks, and in his remarks in answer to the 
speech delivered by Mr. Low these words 
occur:-

" 'rhe l.IlXI~TER roR \Yon.Ks (lion. J .1I.1Iacror\s,an) ''<tid 
he ·was aJraid he \Vould he put in the posit.ion of having 
to make £20,000 do £40,000 worth of work. As hon. 
members \YOre aware, there was only a :nun of £20,000 
on the Estimates for surveys; and if that estimate 
passed, as he haU. no cloubt it '\Vonld 1 it would he ~mm
cicnt for only a limited number of mile-..,. lie had no 
donht that what the hon. member had saill about. tltc 
line tapping the border country wns coneet. 'l'lmt was 
evident, looking- at the proposed line from a. geographical 
point of vie'\v; but it could only be made on condition 
that the existing line was continued from Fassifern to 
the Killarney railway, so as to shorten the cli"lt(}nce 
between Brisbane and ·warwick." 
It was not looker! at then, :Yir. Speaker, in the 
light of a political railway, and if I had tinw 
to look up Han&U'<l and find the debate which 
took place on a motion subse<Juently submitted, 
I believe, by my h<m. friend J\lr. Allan-who was 
then, as now, member for ])"r!ing Downs---I 
could show that a very large number of leaclin~' 
members on both sides of the House spoke and 
voted in favour of the motion. ~ow, if they 
regarded that railway as a politicccl railway, then 
they did a distinct wrong to the country, becmme 
they led this House anJ the public to believe 
that the work was a national one that ought to 
be carried out, when, as a matter of fact, they 

believed nothing of the kind. I believe, sir, that 
a good dea,J of this talk about political rail wnys in 
reference to the vin ncta and St. George line is 
nothing more than electioneering talk. I am 
perfectly certain that when the time comes for 
a discussion on the merits of the ,·itt 1'ecta and 
the line westward, good sound arguments will 
be used in support of both these lines. I am 
perfectly stctidied that a good deal more can be 
said in favour of either of those lines than can be 
Slbid in support of the line from Bowen to 
Hough ton Gap, or its junction with theN orthern 
line. Unfortunately I have not had time to 
look up the debate on Mr. Allan's motion, but 
I shall do so, and lay it by me in case the ques
tion crops up again. I believe that a short 
quotation or two from the speeches delivered 
on that occasion by leading members of the 
Assembly who are now in opposition will be 
rather instructive to read in comparison with 
their recent deliverances on that subject. 

Mr. ALAKD said: Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
intend to enter into the merits of the t•ia nctu, or 
\Varwick to St. George railway. I only want to 
assure the hon. member for IVarwick that he need 
not go to the trouble and research which he has 
just promised us he would go to, because we have 
had it all over in this House more than once 
before, and he will be only telling us older 
members what we really know all about, and 
what both sides of the House are quite familiar 
with. 

Mr. MORGAN: You shall have it again. 
Mr. ALAND: Very well, Mr. Speaker, we 

get two guineas a-clay for it, so it does not matter. 
But I do think it is rather a pity that the matter 
which was brought under the notice of the House 
uy the hon. member for Bowen should have been 
interfered with in this way by introducing other 
outside railwttys. And I should also like to make 
this remark, which my hon. friend 1\Ir. Kates may 
chew over at his ldsure : That if there is any
one in the country or in this House who has led 
persons to believe that the IV arwick to St. George 
railway and the t•ict Tect<t line are political rail
ways it is that hon. gentleman himself. There 
is no doubt at all about that. 'Why, sir, what 
did we see at IV arwick the other clav 1 IVhen 
the Premier was in vitecl to a social banquet he 
was met bv the hon. member with this state
ment: ''I( you do not bring down these railways 
this se,>ion, I shall walk OYer to the other 
side of the House." \Vhy, sir, if I had been 
Premier of the colonv, with the following 
which the Premier now has, I should haYe at 
once turned round upon the hon. gentleman lmcl 
told him to go to the other side of the House; 
I would not have the company of the hon. 
member on this side. He only sits here for what 
he can really get or SCJUeeze out of the }finistry. 
Have I notf[uite asmnch right to saytothePremier, 
"If you attempt to pass those two railways I 
slmll walk to the opposite side of the House" 1 
Bnt, si1·, I do not me:1~m·e u1y (lutics in that way. 
I do not sit at the back of the J\Iinistry fur what 
I can get; I sit here because I believe in their 
policy generally, and not for any little particular 
line of railway the,v are going to carry out. IVith 
reference to the }'ortitnde Valley railway, I 
very much regret that the Minister for IVorks 
has decided to cwcept the tender of £17:3,000. It 
is no u,,e for the .Minister for \Vorks or the 
Premier to say that they are going to construct 
that railway to Constance street for the sum of 
£170,000. \Vhy, we have already been told that 
there had been claims sent in for £08,000 on that 
particular line, and do we not know that that 
represents only G3 per cent. of the claims that 
arc going to be sent in and will be sent in ? And 
we know this further, J\Ir. Speaker: that the 
claims that are going to be sent in will be 
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much greater in magnitude than those which 
have been sent in. It is absurd for the Premier 
or the ""linister for \\'orks to state that they 
will construct this line to Constance street 
for £173,000. l'\ ow, sir, the hon. member for 
Fas,ifern has aired his little grievance. He has 
told us that the Premier or someone promised in 
this House tlmt tho )'Inns for the vice 1·ectn would 
be laid on the table this session. \V ell, sir, I 
_do not re1nen1ber any such pron1ise being iuade, 
ttnd I hrwe watched tho nuttter very closely. 

The Ho:s-. G. THOlll'\: I Jid not say "in the 
House." The promise was mo,de to me outside 
the House. 

Mr. ALAND: I should like to know who 
made that prorni,;e, hecause I have sufficient 
fttith in the members of this Government 
to know that outside of this House they 
will not make a promise that they are not 
prepare<] to make inside of it. I am very 
sorry to find that they do not always 
fulfil the promi.,;es which they make ; but, of 
course, we know that that is only natural to 
every ::Yiinistry, no nmtter how good they may 
be. J\ ow, the hon. gentleman has referred to 
the Beauttraba line; and a very good line it will 
be, Hir; and here I hare a grim ance that I 1night 
ventilate if I wished, tend that is, why io not 
that line continued right through Drayton? I 
know the plans of the Drayton railway, which 
will help considerably to make the Beauaraba 
line pay, are all ready, and have been lying· 
nearly ready in the office for the last two 
years, and yet they have not been brought 
down to this House. I might as well luwe 
told the Ministry that if they <lid not bring 
those plans down I ,,hould sit on the oppooite 
side of the House; but I have le:trned, I was 
going to sa,y, better n1anneTs. Ho\vever, I kno\v 
my duty to my constituents and my rluty to 
I'arliament and to the party outside who sent 
me into the House a great deal better. 

Mr. :i\Ic::\L\STl<~R said: ]\fr. Speaker,-- I <lo 
not know whether it il':l worth \Vhile a.uswering 
the hon. lllGlnber for Too\voornba. Ho seenu; to 
me to be one of that kind of prophets whose 
prophecies never come to ]Jlt,ss. He tolrl u,; bst 
yctLr that we should not have a tender for what 
he calls the V alley railway under t<omethiug like 
£000,000. 

iYir. A LAND: 'rho hon. member io saying 
wlmt is uot true. 

1\fr. 1Ic1L:\STEll: I ntu not going to 'v::tsto 
time in looking up Hansrud; but I think lwn. 
members will find his words \Yerc as I lutYe ;;aid, 
and that the amount of £500,000 was frequently 
named. 

l\Ir. ALA;..rD : Tlmt included the compensa
tion, l\:Ir. S]Jeaker, and the hon. rnernber knows 
it ; and that is diotinct from the contract for the 
railway. 

Mr. Me MASTER: I am not sayin.c: wlmt it 
included; I am saying that the st<>tement w:1;; 
In:tclc OYer a.nd o\·cr again in thif-:l Houtiu that 
the rail way would C<mt £ii00, 000. 

An Ho:s-onuBLE 1.fE)I13El\ : Y on are deny
ing it. 

l\Ir. ::Yic}IASTER: I am not denyin;:: it. 
Now, as a matter of fact, sir, the tender that 
came in for the whole line from the m'tin station 
to the other station was only £114,000. The 
hon. m em bcr must be in nll the secrets of the 
Government, l\Ir. Speaker, for he says that the 
claims for compensation nre not all in, and tlmt 
there are a large nnn1ber yet to cmne. He SfLJ"'S 
that the £98,000 worth of claims that have 
already come in will be very lar~,;·ely augtllenlerl. 
\Vhat does he kr,ow about it? 

Mr. MORE HEAD: \Vhat do you know 
about it? 

Mr. 1\Ic}fASTl'R : I know as much about 
the Valley railway and the Valley people as 
the hon. rnen1ber for Tonwoon1ba, and a great 
deal more. I cnulcl tell him " great deal more 
than he imag-ine' he could in;;truct the House in. 
'l'hP hon. gentleman stty;; that the l\linistry 
are not going to construct thi;; rail way for the 
amount of mouey that is voted. \Vhat does he 
know of what the Govenunent are going to do? 
He says he is sitting at their back to do his duty, 
aml he tells us he is very much annoyed to ;;ee 
the tender for the V alley J·ail way-that is the 
extension from the Southern and \V estel'n line 
to the North Coast line-has been accepted. He 
seeu1s to have so nmch inforn1ation on the n1a.tter 
that he might have told us what the Government 
accepted the tender for. The hon. member 
knows very well that many claims are sent in by 
persons whose property is resumed for railway 
purposes for twice or three times the amount 
they expect to receive, and it io probable that if 
the claims in this case amounted to £100,000 
some 30 per cent. or 40 per cent. will be struck 
off. The hon. member for Toowoomba and 
other hon. members made a prophecy last year, 
and now the hem. member lus macle another 
prophecy that the railway will cost a certain 
sum. I think it will fall far short of it, and that 
he will turn out a false prophet. 

1\Ir CHUBD, in reply, said: :Yir. Speaker,
The hon. gentleman who hao jnst sat down has 
no cause of complaint at all. He has succeeded 
in inducing the Government, notwithstanding 
that they do not know the state of the Loan 
Fund, as the Premier told us, to let a contrctct 
costing them about fJlO,OOO per mile-the mo;;t 
expensive milwtty we have in the colony. The 
length of the line i;; about two miles, and with 
the compensation that will have to be made it 
will probably cost £lil0,000 per mile, or £300,000 
altog-ether. 

1\Ir. Mc::VIASTER: No. 

l\Ir. Cl-IUBB: Say it will co;;t £200,000, which 
will be £100,000 per mile for railway-umking. 
Now, the line which I rose to move the adjonrn
lllCllt of the Heuse to refer to, wm; ostin1ated 
by the Chief l<~ngineer to cost £ji),000, and it 
is thirty mile;; long, while in the Volley 
case there are two miles of milway which will 
cost £:!00,000. The members who represent I Jar
ling Downs need haw no fear now that their 
line will not be broug-ht in by-and-by. The 1·ia 
rcl"ta will be bronght in, and f>l-,o the line from 
'Vu,rwiuk to St. Ueorge. No doubt those hon. 
rue1nber..; who sit on that side lutve a, right 
to expect that their support will meet with 
due recognition. I have no doubt that the 
Government will ask us to ]>ass the plan;; 
of the South Brisbane line, although, as I 
s"id before, they do not know the state of 
the Loan Jl'und. Now, l\Ir. S1~eaker, it haa 
been denied that the tabling of these plan;; 
has any connection with the appointment of the 
hon. member for South Brisbane to the Lands 
Depttrtment. Dut it is coumwn rumour that 
something' of the kind did happen. Indeed, it 
\Vas reported in the 1\Iinisterial or~'an that in 
consequence of certain satisfactory assurances he 
had uncle tu his constituents the hon. member for 
South Driblmue would have no opposition to hio 
return ; and on the day he entered the House 
as }Iinister for Lands these ]Jlm1s came down. 
So that at anv rate it was oue of those undesign~<l 
coincidencesu th~tt do smnetime:, occur, and frmn 
which people may draw their own conclusions. 
Xo·w, the answer I llave rcceivecl frmn the head of 
the Ciovennnenh< extrPmelynnsati;;factory, anrl I 
rlo not think that it i' dealing at all fairly with the 
constituency that I represent. I know that I ;;it 
on the Opposition side of the Hou;;e, and I knr,w 
that I have not voted fur all the Uovernment lines. 
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But I acted honestly upon my convictions in 
voting against some of the lines the Govemment 
brought forward. I did not swallow the whole 
scheme in order to get a line at Bowen. \Yhen 
I thought a line ought not to be passed I voted 
against it, and I shall always do so whether the 
Bowen line is made or not. If hon. memhers 
on the other side of the House choose to act 
differently they are welcome to do so, and they are 
welcome to go to \Varwick and elsewhere and make 
speeches of the character reported to have been 
macle by the hon. member who represents the 
Darling Downs, Mr. Kates, who said that his 
support of the Government in their decentralisa
tion scheme, and their proposed land tax, and 
other things would depend entirely upon their 
decision in regard to the \V arwick and Rt. George 
railway. 'l'he hon. member may say that it is 
not true; but I say he was so reported in the 
newspapers. 

Mr. KATES: It is perfectly true. I am inde
pendent of everybody. 

Mr. NORTON: So it seems. 
Mr. CHUBB : I will not say ::mother word 

on the subject, but leave hon. members and the 
country to draw their own conclusions. 

Mr. KATES: So they will. 
Mr. CHUBB : My object has been attained. 

I have ventilated the matter, and I think I have 
satisfied my constituents of the intention of the 
Government in reg-ard to this line. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H. 
Jordan) said: Mr. Speaker,-I must ask the 
pardon of the hon. member for Bow en for speaking 
after his reply; but I must be allowed to say, with 
the permission of the House, that the extension 
to Melbourne street was promised before the late 
Minister for vVorks left us. He promised that 
the plans should be on the table of the House 
within a fortnight. Hon. members know that, 
and I remind them of it. The line was also 
promised at the end of last session. At the 
beginning of last session the late Minister for 
vVorks promhed, in answer to a question 
I put to him, that the plans and book of 
reference would be laid on the table of the 
House before the conclusion of the session. It 
was near the end of the session that I hac! an 
opportunity of referring to that promise, and 
the late Minister for \Vorks then said that as it 
was near the close of the session it would be im
possible for him to lay the plans on the table. 
He stated that he felt somA regret in having to 
make that statement, but gave as a reason for 
the delay the fact that the route had been 
altered. The original route, as we know, was 
to go across Stanley street from the station near 
the Dry Dock, and thence along the back of 
Stanley street int'l Melbourne street. That was 
the original route, but the :i\Iinister for \Vorks 
told us that he had consultocl the J<:np;incer-in
Chief and that he had found a very much better, 
shorter, and cheaper route, and one n1ore con
venient for the public. The hon. gentleman gave 
that as an explanation for the clelay, and I, as 
one of the members for the comtituency, 'Hts 
satisfied that it was a very good reason. Then 
the Minister promised that the plan.~ would be 
laid on the table of the House before the end 
of the session, and when I afterwards complained 
that that promise had not been fulfilled, both the 
Minister for \Vorks and the Premier stated that 
the plans would positively be laid on the table 
at the beginning of this session. It is, therefore, 
too late for hon. gentlemen now to say that they 
have been tabled to suit a purpo,,e-that is, 
to prevent any opposition to my return on the 
part of the gentleman who, it was stated, would 
be put forward to oppose me. The fact is that 
.:Jentleman never intended to come out against 

me at all. Of course, hon. members opposite 
thought this was their opportunity, but, as I say, 
he had no intention of opposing me, and he was 
the first who signed my nomination-paper. 

Mr. KATES said: Mr. Speaker,-I£ I may 
be allowed to say a few words--

1\Ir. SPEA.KER : The hon. member has 
spoken. 

Question--That the House do now adjourn
put and negatived. 

MESSAGE FIWJYI THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

AUSTRALIAN JOINT STOCK BANK AcT AliiEND· 
>rEx'r BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced that he had re
ceived a message from the Legislative Council 
returning the Bill to amencl the Australian Joint 
Stock Bank Act without amendment. 

FINANCL\.L DISTRICTS TABLES. 
The PRE:YIIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 

lay on the table the amended tables in connec
tion with the :Financial Districts Bill, which I 
]Jromised yesterday, and move that they be 
printed. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRE:YIIER said: Mr. Speaker,--I beg 

now to move that the paper laid on the table last 
Tuesday be withdrawn, and that the order for 
printing the same be rescinded. 

Question put and passed. 

BUNDABERG SCHOOL OF ARTS 
LAND SALE BILL. 

CmriliiTTEE. 
On the motion of Mr. ADA::'IIS, the Speaker 

left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the \Vhole to consider this Bill 
in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clause 1, as follows :--
" rrhc sairl trnskcs or their successors shall be em

llOwcred, at any time after the pa~~sing of this Act, to 
sell the sa:id piocr"l or parcels of land, or such part or 
portion thereof ns the •mid trn'lltees or their successors 
maY consider aclvisahle, togdther with the buildings 
ereCted thercon, sHuated in the county of Cook, pari~h 
of Bnndubcrg, town of RnndalJcrg, described in the deed 
of grant numbered G3ti27, eontrtining three roods, more 
or lcl"s, in one or more lots, lJy public auction or private 
contract or Uoth sueh modes of salfl, mlll either for cash 
or on credit, or pn.rtly for ca.sh an cl partly on credit; and 
on llilymcnt of the purchase money into the hands of 
the .-;a.id.trustces or their successors, they shall conYcy 
the lnnct. as aforesaid to the purchaser or purchasers, 
and such conveYances shall be valid and. effectual in 
law and O(juii,r for all purposes what~Joeycr, anything 
contained in the Trustees of Public Lands J .. ct of 18G9 to 
the c1;ntrary llotwith:stan(ling.'' 

Mr. ADAl\lS moved that the worde "situatccl 
in the county of Cook, pari"h of Bunclaberg-, 
town of Bundtcbci'g, dcHcribed in the deecl of 
grant numbered tiilS27, containing three roods 
more or less," in the 5th, Gth, ancl7th liue.s of the 
clause, be omitted. 

Amendment ag-reed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Clause 2 passed as printed. 
On clause 3, a,s follows :--
"Immediately after the receipt of the moneys realise(! 

lJy the sale of the said land, the trustees or their 
succe;;;;sors shnll pny the rca.sonalJle expenSt"S of such 
~ale, a.ncl thr~ costs, charges, and expenses of and 
~tttcnding the applying for anrl ol)tHiniug and passing 
of tl1is Act, and shall clcpo~it the remainder of the 
pnrchaso moucys in the Bank of Nc'v South 'Ya.les at 
.DuntlalJerg, and shall not witlllll·aw the same or apply 
any pm·t tliercof for any purposes except for the pur~ 
chase of another allotment or other allotments of land 
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in a n~ore convenient situation. And for the purpose 
of pttymg for labour done or materials actually snpvliecl 
for Lhc building and fu1·nishing of the said nCw school 
of arts, and expenses incurred in connection with the 
p~·~pa,ration of pla~1s and specifications and the super
vunng of the crectwn of the said building.'' 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, the clause was 
amended by the omission of the last sentence of 
the clause and the insertion of the words "And 
for ~ef;'aying. tl:e cost. of erecting thereon and 
furmshmg bmldmgs smbble for the purpose of a 
school of arts." 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On clause 4, as follows :-
"'rho trustees and their successors shall hold the 

lands a;nd property so to be ptuchased and acquired as 
~Lforcsaul., upon the trusts declared in the said recited 
?-ecd of grant, subject as herein is rn·oyicled, to all 
1ntcnts and pnrposes, as though the said land had been 
thereby granted to them." 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, the clause was 
amended by the omission of the words "subject 
as herein is provided." 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

On clause fi, as follows :-
"It shall be lawfnl for the trustees, notwithstand.inrr 

m~ything in the said recited deed of grant contained, t~ 
rmse from time to time, upon the security of the hmds 
comprised in the said recited deccl of grant, or to be 
pnrclmsed and acquired as aforesaid, any sum or sums 
of money, not at any one time exceeding the sum of three 
thousand pounds sterling, and any moneys so raised 
shall be applicLl in the manner and for tlle rmrposes 
prescribed by the third section of this Act. 

Mr. ADAMS moved the omission of the words 
"notwithstanding anything in the said recited 
deed of grant contained." 

Mr. SCOTT said the clause was very objection
able altogether and ought not to be allowed to 
pass. If the trustees had power to mortgage the 
mortgagee had power to sell, and the conse
quence might be that the property might pass 
out of the hands of the trustees.altogether. The 
same thing happened in Brisb8,ne where the 
trustees of the .old school of arts had a similar 
clause in their enabling Bill. The school of arts 
property was mortgaged, the trustees were 
obliged to sell it for a trifle, and now the land 
which was wld for £1,000 was worth many 
thousands. The same thing had happened over 
and over again. In the case of the Ipswich 
racecourse the trustees ha.d power to mortgage; 
the mortgagee took possessiOn m1d the racecourse 
was lost. He thought such a clause should not 
be in the Bill. 

Mr. ADA:MS said he did not see why the hon. 
gentleman should object to the clause. ati it was 
a jnc-similc of a clause which WltS contah1ecl in 
t1l8 South Brisbane Jifecha.nics Institute Act, 
which was passed lttst year. He was aware 
that n1any years ago such clauses \V ere in sbnilar 
Bills, and that the Brisbane School of Arts had 
borrowed money on the land, and been unaLle to 
redeem it ; but he coulcl assure the hon. gentle
man tlmt there w;cs not the slightest fear in 
the present case. The land was declared by one 
witneos to be worth something over £5,000, and 
the trustees only rec;uircd to erect a building. If 
they could not get what they comidered. a fair 
vah:e for the land, they wanted to mortgage it 
unt1l they could get a fair value for it. The 
clause said that they should have power to raise 
money from time to time, and he was sr,tisfied 
that it was not the intention of the trustees of 
the Dundabcrg School of Arts to mortgage the 
whole of the land, but only a portion of it, for the 
expresspu11Jose of erecting a buil<ling. }:veryinen1-
ber of the Committee would undm~stand that at 
the present time there was a depreciation in the 
value of land throughout the colony, and some
times that continued for a year or two, or three. 

The time wtts not far distant when the market 
wnnlcl again rise, and the land would fetch its 
full Vttlue. He thought, for those reasons, the 
cbuse should be allowed to stand. 

i\Ir. NORTO~ Haid the objection raised by 
the hon. member for Leichhardt was a very 
sound one, and had been raised over and over 
ag"in in the House during the last four or five 
years-that land granted for purposes of that kind 
ought not to be mortgaged. Thesameobjection was 
misecl with regard to the mechanics' institute of 
South Brisbane, and it was only because there 
were pecnliar circumstances connected with it 
that the House gave the power to mortgage in 
that instance. It rtppearecl that the trustees had 
pJwer to mortgage up to a certain amount before 
the Dill was brought in last ye>tr, and it was 
because that power was then held by the trustees 
that it was continued to them, and then only, 
after the nutter had 1:-een fully explained. The 
case of the school of arts in Brisbane, quoted 
by the hon. member for Leichhardt, was a case 
in point. Their land had been simply sacrificed 
be eau "e the trustees had the power to mortgage 
and exercised it, and then failed to carry out the 
conditions of the mortgage. The same difficulty, 
he believed, had arisen at the present tin;c in 
connection with the Toowoomba School of Arts. 
He had been told that the trustees there had 
borrowed money and got into difficulties, and 
had to hand their property over to the muni
cipal council. He would like to hear what 
the hon. member for Toowoomba had to say 
about that. He was satisfied it was a dangerous 
power to give, and especially as the clause 
before them was worded, for if he understood 
it rightly it might be taken to mean that 
the power to borrow to the extent of £2,000 
might be exercised from time to time, and the 
amount borrowed increased by £2,000 each 
time. 

The PRE::\IIER: There is no power if it is. 
:i\Ir. NORTON said they might get into the 

same difficulties as the trustees of the other 
similar institutions referred to, and their pro
perty might be sold by the mortgagee. The 
present trustees might be men who would see 
that there was no danger of the land being sold, 
but in the course of time there might be trustees 
who, through neglect or mismanagement, might 
get the institution into such a state that it might 
be absolutely necessary to sell the land. 

The "PRI~MLER said he did not think the 
hon. member quite apprehended the meaning 
of the clause as amended by the select committee. 
It only allowed the borr<nving of money upon 
the preoent land for the purpose of raising money 
to build a new school of arbJ. If they raised 
£10,000 on it it would be devoted to the building 
of a new school of arts, and if they could raise 
£20,000 on it for the smnc purpose so much the 
better. Thc;y were only giyen power to raise 
money by the mortgage of an unsuitable piece 
of land, and the money must be applied to the 
purchase of a suitable site '"nd the erection of '" 
new school of arts, w hi eh they were not allowed 
to morts·age at all. In fact it put the tru"tees in 
this position : They had a piece of land now 
which was of no use to them; they were not 
obliged to sell it, but they wanted a new build
ing, and they were given the power to raise 
money on the pre,;ent property to enable them 
to build a new school of arts. ·when they had 
got the new one they might sell the old one. He 
thought it a very convenient arrange111ent. 

Mr. NOR TO.:'{ said if that wtts all that could 
be clone, no objection could be raised to it. If 
the money borrowed was expended on another 
viece of land secured to the trustees, and which 
could not be mortgaged, the objection raised 
would not hold good, 
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Mr. SCOTT said he would like to understand 
the matter clearly. If the money was applied to 
the purchase of a new piece of land, were the 
trustees to have power to borrow on the new 
land? 

The PREMIER: No. 
Amendment agreed to. 
On the motion of ::\Ir. ADAMS, the clause 

was further amended by the omission of the 
words "or to be purchased <tnd acquired as 
af<lresaicl," in the 4th line of the clause, and by 
the substitution of the word "two " for the 
word "three," in the 5th line. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause G-" No liability of purchaser or mort

gagee as to application of proceeds of sale "-put 
and negatived. 

Clause 7-" Short title "-put and passed. 
The preamble was passed with verbal amend

ments. 
On the motion of l\Ir. ADAMS, the CHAII\

:IB:'-i left the chair, and reported the Dill to the 
House with amendments. 

The report was adopted, and the third reading 
of the Dill made an Order of the Day for Tues
day next. 

CHINESE IMJ\IIGRANTS ACT Al\IEND
MEN'l' BILL. 

SECO:'-iD READIXG. 
Mr. BROvVN said: l\Ir. Speaker,-In moving 

the second reading- of this Bill it is desirable that 
I should say a few words of explanation. It is 
not, as some people might suppose, a Bill calcu
lated to facilitate the introduction of Chinese in 
any way, because I may mention that my con
stituents are as much opvosecl to the introduction 
of Chinese as any other section of the com
munity. The object of this Bill is simvly to 
remove a grievance which affects trade. A very 
, mportant trade is carried on by means of several 
lines of China steamers running fron1 Hongkong 
to the southern vorts of Australia, and Queens
land's geognqJhicnl position gives it smne little 
advantage in that trade. The Government some 
years back passed certain regulations to allow 
those steamers to come in and pay dues in pro
portion to the amount of business done-so much 
a ton on the cargo landed-showing that at that 
time they apvreciatecl the VLtlue of the trade, 
and saw the advantage of allowing these steamers, 
bound for the southern portion of Australia, to 
call at Yarious ports and land cargo. \Vhen the 
E. and A. Company first took our mail contract 
to Singapore, one of the express objects of 
that contract, as stated by some members of 
the House at the time, was to encourage 
the ]£astern trade; and that trade has bene
fited considerably in consequence of the action 
taken tot that time. I notice that last year, 
according to the Treasury returns, the importa
tion of tea reached 2,700,000 lbs., which, as 
tea is carried by measurement, amounted to 
'1,000 tons of freig-ht; and the importation of 
rice wtts over 3,000 tons, so that the commodi
ties from Chintt consumed in this colony 
amounted to over 7,000 tons, exclusive of 
goods such as silks and v~trious other 
articles we get from China. The neces
sccries of life rer1uired by our own people 
reached at least 7,000 tons. Now, nearly the 
whole of this 7,000 tc,ns comes Jw these Chimt 
st,amers, and if this trade is allolvcd to fall, it 
means that this cargo is to be cttrried to the 
southern colonies anrl freighted back by coasbtl 
stean1erB, at a com·liderable loHs to our cmn
rnunit:y-. 'l'he freight from Sydney to Dr;s
bane 1s 10s. a ton, and from Sydney to the 
Northern ports it varies from 20s. or 30s. to GOs. 

a ton; so that to state that a loss of 1os. a ton will 
be sustained by our community if we stop these 
sten.rners fr01n entering our ports, is to 1nake a 
very moderate estimate. I may say that our 
community would be a loser to the extent of 
£6,000 if the restriction continues and steamers 
arc not allowed to call, and that is a very serious 
loss. It is not only a loss to the taxpayer, but 
it does away with the geogrn)Jhical advantag·e 
that Queensland tmclers have. If our goods 
have to be carried on to Now South \Vales and 
then be sent back to us, we are in no better 
position than the merchants of New South vVales; 
and, of course, the ad vantage of our nearer 
position is quite spoilt by legislation of this sort. 
Another thing worth knowing is that the harbour 
dues on these coasting steamers would amount to 
over £500 a year. The clues are ls. Gd. per ton 
on every ton landed, :wd 1s. Gel. for every 
passenger landed; so that £500 is very much 
below the mark. The loss affects the revenue 
and the taxpayers, and I think the restriction 
shoLJlcl be rem<wecl; and that is what is proromd 
in the J3ill. vV e all know that the Act in force 
does not allou' any steamer to come into our 
ports with more than one Chinese passenger 
for every fifty tons burthen. That means 
that a ship of 2,000 tons, which has over 
forty Chinese passengers, ctmnot call here. If 
the restriction limited the number of Chinese 
passengers for Queensland to forty there would be 
something in its favour, but it ftpplies to passen
gers for all places; so that a ship of 2,000 tons 
with two Chinese passengers for (lueenslancl and 
forty for New Zealand could not call here, though 
the same ship with forty Chinese passengers 
for llueenslancl and none for New Zealand could 
caJI. Therefore the thing is inconsistent. In 
New South \Vales the restriction is more severe 
than here. There a ship must not land more 
than one passenger for every 100 tons, and 
the same remark apulies to Victoria ; so thao 
a. ship of 2,000 tons cannot have a large 
nu1nber cf Chinese passer~gers at any tin1e, 
and the clanger said to exist with regard to 
pas~engers being s1nuggled asJ1ore in large 
numbers from these steamers is really absurd. 
The late Colonial Treasurer always contended 
that there was clanger of Chinese passengers 
being srnuggled ashore; but 've know, frmn our 
bnsine>s experience, just a., well a, the late 
Colonittl Treasurer. that there are sufficient safe
guards, and that it is utterly impossible. Only 
the other chy <1 ve>sel, of which Gibbs, Bright, 
and Co. are the agents, called here with 
Chinese passengers, and we know wha.t ,,..,as 
clone in that case. The inspector of water police 
1nustered the crew and pas8engers, and co1npnrecl 
the number with the passenger list, and the 
ship's articles, and he did the same when the 
ves>;cl left the harbour ; and if there had been 
any discrepancy the captain would ha\'8 had 
to l"'Y the penalty before the ship could clear. 
So that the precautions are quite sntficient to 
prevent the l)("sibility of any Chine,,e landing 
illegally. I may remind hon. members that if 
Chinese cannot land illegally in Brisbane, they 
cannot do '<l at all, becam;e that is the only 
port in (-lueen<.:;land where those stemners corne 
to the who,rves. }Lt Thursday Island, Cooktown, 
Townsl'ilio, and Keppel Bay, they lie in the road
stead; and even if there was any attempt to get 
a~hore, the captains are too vigila.nt to allow it to 
be done, because they would be subject to very 
her~vy fines. I may mention that I have business 
connections with the 1'\orthern Territory of South 
Australia, and I speak feelingly on the question, 
though I do not mean to say that is my reason 
for introducing thi.':l Bill. :Frorn our connection 
with the phtce we lmve acr]uirecl special know
ledge of the circumstances ; and I can tell 
the Government that a short timo ago there 
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were forty or fifty miners waiting for several 
weeks at Port Darwin trying to get to Queens
land ports, but they could not, simplybecausenone 
of the China steamers wonld call. Those people 
wanted to go to Croydon. At present there is 
no other steam communication between North 
Queensland and the X orthern 'rerritory of South 
Australia ; and it is very important that we 
should have communication with Port Darwin, 
and be able to do business with that port. I do 
not think I need take up the time of the House 
fmther. I have explained the ouject of the Bill, 
and I hope the House will, in its wisdom, allow 
it to pass, in view of the serious injury to trade 
caused by the restriction at present in force. 

Mr. LUMLEY HIT,L said: Mr. Speaker,
I am not one of those who wish to facilitate the 
introduction of the Chinese amongst us at all ; 
in fact, I want to do the other thing rend put 
restrictions on them now they are here. I intend to 
assist the hon. member for Townsville with this 
Bill, because I do not see the slightest danger of 
their getting in. I can corroborate fully what he 
says about the men we are losing as well as the 
tmde that has been £·oing- too· far-the trade that 
has been over-carried to Sydney and back again. 
I was in Port Darwin myself and saw men who 
had returned from Kimberley, and were anxious 
to get to Croydon, Cooktown, and Cairns, and 
the only place they could go to was Sydney direct. 
1\Ien who were anxious to go back to Queens
land ports had to go to Sydney in order to 
do so; and some of them did, and were put to 
immense expense and inconvenience; and the 
poorer ones were driven a'vay, becau~e \vhen 
they got to Sydney they had to take a job some
where else very likely. I do not see any danger in 
this, and I hope that if the Chief Secretary will 
not assist in passing this amending Bill, at all 
events he will allow vessels to call, sar, at 
Thursday Island; that would give communica
tion at once with the China mail service, which 
is a very useful one, and also with passengers 
from other colonies, miners and others who are 
anxious to come back from Port Darwin or 
\V estern Australia. I think that we lose a great 
deal of valuable trade by the restriction, and I 
submit that the Bill would bring custom into 
our towns. A ship wants coals, supplies, 
and a variety of things, and we lose busi
ness· in that way, as well as the £.1,000 per 
annum which the community pays for over
carriage, and the £500 a year that it loses in 
harbour dues. If the Bill is passed two lines of 
steamers will be induced to call at our ports. 
The shir,s of the China Steam Navigation Com
pany I have seen, and they are certainly very 
fine ships, well fitted np and very comfort
able, and it would benefit the tra1 elling public 
very much if these vessels were allowed to c<>ll 
at onr ports. I cannot sec the slightest 
danger-if our water police clo their duty, as 
I believe they do, and the Custom house officials 
also-of the Chinese getting on shore illegally or 
coming in excessive numbers. If I did I cer
tainly would not vote for this Bill. I have 
studied the Act as it pas~ed through committee 
in the year 1877, when the Douglas ji.Jinistry 
were in power, and no discuosion at all took place 
on this particular clause. I think it escaped the 
notice of hon. members that it might turn out 
eventually to be very awkward in its working. 
The general feeling, of course, at that tin1e \vas 
to exclude the Chinese as much as possible, and 
so I say now. 'rhey never took into calculation 
the inconvenience and evils that might result 
from it. They never thought thrrt it would pnt 
unneces.sary inconveniences in the way of the 
travelling lJUblic, and put Ullll8CCSHary ilnposts 
upon trade. \V e shall be quite as safe if we 
amend the Act in the way pointed out by the 
hon, member for Townsville, J\llr. Brown. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
quite aware of the inconvenience under which 
our direct trade with the :B;ast suffers from the 
present form of the law, in not being able to 
bring into Queensland watero more than a certain 
number of Chinese passengers. That matter 
was carefully considered when the Chinese 
Immigrants Bill was introduced in 1877, and 
one of the reasons then urged, and also on a. 
suusequent occasion in lSS.t, was that we were 
the first ports of call, and that by restricting 
the number of_ passengers that may be carried 
through our waters we should be not only 
protecting our own colony, but standing as an 
advanced guard for keeping out Chinese from 
Australia as a whole. I think there is a great 
deal in that. At the same time I recognise the 
inconvenience of shutting out direct trade from 
China. But I think that if we are going to 
deal with this matter at all, we must do it more 
thoroughly than the hon. member proposes. It 
would be necessary, for instance, to provide in the 
3rd clause of the Act now in force for the master 
giving the destination of all his Chinese passengers. 
But even then great difficulties will arise-di±!i
cultieswhich could not be avoided without employ
ing rnea~ures of exc€ssive stringency. The Bill 
should contain a very string·cnt provision that, if at 
the last port of departure it appeared that more 
Chinese had been landed than the ~'l.ct allows, 
there should be some punishment much more 
severe than a penalty of £30 a head for each 
Chinese landed in excess of the legal number. 

Mr. CHUBB: The forfeiture of the vessel. 
The PREMIER: I think a clause should be 

introduced providing that there shall be a list 
showing the port to which each Chinese passen
ger on board is bound, and that if, at the last 
port of arrival before the ship leLwes Queens
land, more Chinese h<we been found to have 
been landed in the colony than the Act allows, 
the master should pay a very heavy penalty for 
every one in excess, and that the ship should be 
detained until the penalty is paid. 'Then it will be 
necessary to make a change in the number of 
Chinese passengers which any vessel calling at 
Queensland ports may carry, for under the exist
ing law no vesselrnay carry more in the aggregate 
than a prescribed number; butitiscontemplated in 
this amendment that vessels shall call in aH2ueens
land ports with Chinese passengen; for X ew South 
vValesand Victoria and other colonies, a,s well as for 
Queensland. In short, if the Bill pass its second 
reading, it will have to be entirely remodelled il'1 
committee in the di1·ection I have pointed out. 

:Mr. KORTOX said: J\Ir. Speaker,-I do not 
like this proposed amendment, and I do not 
believe the bulk of the people of this colony will 
like it either. I beliel'e that if they wanted the 
Act amended at all they would like to see it 
amended in quite a difierent direction-by in
creasing the ditllcnltie,; in the way of Chinese . 
cmning into the colony, and increasing the 
poll-tax; and I believe that a majority of hon. 
memuers would readily support a ]Jroposal of 
that kind. This proposed Dill, put the matter 
as you will, means that greater facilities are 
offered for bringing Chinese into the colony ; 
and one effect of it would Le to make it more 
easy for clishone;;t shipmasters to land Chinese 
passengers contrary to the Act. I fully admit 
tlmt the present system has its inconveniences, 
and that it interferes with trade to a consirler
able extent. At the same time I think that 
under the circumstances it would be far better 
to put up with those inconveniences than submit 
to the risk which a proposal of this kind does 
undoubtedly interpose. I cannot see my way, 
I say, at once to support the Bill introduced uy 
the hon. member, and on the whole I feel sorry 
that it has been brought forward at all, 
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Mr. \V. BROOKES said : Mr. Speaker,-! 
confess to sharing the feelings of the htst speaker 
on this f[uestion, and yet I do not like to see the 
course of trade hampered or obstructed in any 
wny. I like honest trade in Queensland to have 
every ad vantage. 

The Hox. ,T. M. MACROSSAN: Is the in
troduction of Chinamen an honest trade? 

Mr. \V. BROOKES: But I see dangers spring
ing out of this Bi!l, and I recommend the hon. 
member who brings it in not to abandon it, but 
to put it much more intelligibly before the House. 
I am quite sure that this Bill will give assistance 
to dishonest capitalists. It seems to be just open
ing the door-len,ving it ajar-and increasing 
the facilities for Chinese to come to this cc)lony. 
The Premier has pointed out that the Bill will 
require great alteration in committee, and I 
prefer that it should be withdrawn and placed 
before the House in a more intelligent form. I 
acknowledge the importance of the Eastern 
trade. I quite see the absurdity of carrying 
pacbtges of tea to Sydney and bringing them 
b:.wk. I think that is folly, and surely there 
should be some way by which that waste 
of time and money can be prevented. It 
is the Chinese I am afraid of, and I think, in 
the interests of public safety, that this House 
OU:.ihb to get more information than the mover of 
the motion has put us in possession of before the 
Bill can be safely entertained, even through its 
second reading. 

The HoN .• J. M. l\IACROSSA~ s"id: Mr. 
Speaker,-J,ike previous speakers, I quite ac
knowledge the importance of placing as few 
restrictions upon trade as possible, but I do not 
think the hem. gentleman who has jnst sat clown 
will say that the importation of Chinese is an 
honest trade. 

Mr. W. BROOKES: No, I did not. I re· 
£erred to ten. 

The Hos. J. M. MACROSSAN: The impor
tation of Chinese productions is very different 
from the importation of Chinese themselves. 
I share the fear expresed by hon. mem!Jer., who 
have preceded me, that this Bill will facilitate in 
some measure the importation of these objec
tionable colonists. In fact, I do not know that 
we could properly apply the word "colonists" to 
the Chinese. I think if any alteration is made 
at all, either in the principal Act or in the 
n,mending· Act which we have already on the 
Statute-Loo]~, that the G,n·ernrnent should take 
the responsi!Ji!ity of it. It should not be left in 
the hands of a privn,te member of this House. 
Therefore, upon thctt ground alone, I say that I 
cannot supvort thi> Bill. \Vhen the Govern
ment take the responsibility, knowing that 
the respon.sibility re,';s upon them,_ they will 
take precious good care to protect (.)ueensland 
a!-iainst the invasion of even one additional 
Chinese. I agree with wbat fell from the 
Premier when the Act was I>assed in 1877 about 
(.lueensland !Joing regarded as n,n outpost of 
Australian ciyilisation in protecting the rest of 
Australia from the introtluction of Chinamen. 
Our Jaw has opemted in that direction hitherto; 
therefore we ought to be very careful of amend
ing it in the opposite direction. 

Mr. :i\IOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
sincerely trust, after w hett has fallen from hon. 
members on both sides of the House, that the 
hon. member, .i\fr. Brown, will see his way 
to withdraw the Bill. I entertain the fear which 
has been expressed by almost every hon. 
member who has spoken, except tbe introdncer 
himself, as to the result of the operations of 
the Bill. If he accepts the suggestion of the 
Premier, that when the Bill goes into committee 
it might be materially amended, it might come 

out very much in the same state a.s a Dill that 
I remei:nber. \Vhcn it got into committee we 
knocked out all the clauses, put in new ones, 
shifted the short title, amended the preamble; 
and I think if this measure goes into committee 
the result will be the same. Anything short of 
that would hardly meet the ca,c. 

Mr. MELLOR sr.id: Mr. Speaker,-Most 
members of this House are prol>ably averse 
to anything that would in any manner allow 
Chinese to come into the colony, and I think the 
best course for us to adopt would be to legislate 
so as to prohibi~ Chinese coming here altogether, 
and give free course to trade~·if that can be 
done. \Ve have gone su far; can we not go all the 
way, prohibit Chim·se from coming here at all, 
and give ships from China a chance of calling at 
Queensland and trading in our ports as before ? 
If we do anything it shoulcl Le something in that 
direction. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put and negatived. 

PROSECUTION O:F MR. GREETHAl\I. 
Mr. L UMLEY HILL, in moving-
That the p:wers, as laid on the table of the Ilonsc on 

6th September, in the case of the prosecution of :Jir. 
Greetham, be printed-

said: Mr. Speaker,-In moving the notice of 
motion standing in my name I suppose the only 
reason tbat can be assigned why these papers 
should not be printed is the motive of economy, 
to keep down the expenses of the Government 
Printing Office. 

The PRKMIER: You should give reasons for 
printing them. 

Mr. LUl\lLEY HILL : I will give reasons 
why they should be prinoed. A very serious 
charge, based upon those papers, has been made 
against a very respectable member of this 
House, Mr. Macfarlane, in a leading article in 
the leading journal of this colony. Considerable 
curiosity was e\.citerl about it, and "ome people 
outside are under the impression that the only 
reason why he was not arrested was because he 
was an l\f.·L.A. I know also that they are very 
much surprised that no action lmd been taket; by 
him against that paper, and all sorts of motives 
have been as,;igned for his not doing so, such as 
that if he were put under cro,;s-examination by "' 
'cute counsel he might be put to very serious 
inconvenience, and therefore he does not 
like to go into court. There was also :t 
crrie,~ance rr-al or inla.ginary, of another in~ 
di\'idual, 'a citizen of I],swich, whose character 
was very seriously called into question; .and I 
think hon. members should be placed m full 
possession of the facts. I have glanced through 
the papers as they lie on th? table of the Hou~e ; 
I have not thoroughly stuched them, lmt I thmk 
that after the discussion the other afternoon in 
this House, members should have the fullest 
information upon the subject, an~ the only .way 
to do that is to have the papers rrmted and circu
lated amongst them. If it was a report drawn 
up Ly Jllr. ICinna.ird llnAe, or something. (~f 
that kind, I suppose tl;ere would Le no difh
cnlty. \Ve have puLhshed heap,; of matter 
about the gaols, a good deal of which I think 
iH unnecesf!-Ztry work to hnse to go through. 
These papers would be simply a pamphlet when 
reduced to printing-n few sheets of foolscap
and then members would really know what 
infonnation there io on the subject. :1\ ot three 
members of the House now know what really 
prLsse<l between the police, l\lr. l\Iacfarlane, and 
)fr. Greethmn, except what came out m JHr. 
l\Iacfarlune's own explanation, and I mn sure 
that we all would like to see that confirmed by 
the papers. I beg to move the motion. 
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The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
that when the hon. member wants a large bundle 
of papers like this printed he should give some 
better reason than he has attempted to give 
on this occasion. Ho srLys he thinh hon. 
members would like to have an opportunity 
of reading them. I have looked through them, 
and there is not a single word in thern about 
JI.J:r. l'dacfarlane, the member for Ipswich, and I 
do not think it worth whilo pl'inti11g the whole 
of those papers to pro,·e that they do not 
mention the name of JI.Ir. :i'>Lwfarlane in any 
way whatever, as connected with the hon. 
member for Ipswich. I do not know precisely 
what the cost of printing would be, but it would 
be a good deal, and no useful purpose would be 
served by it. Hon. members can read the 
papers. If a clear case of abuse of power on the 
part of the police could be made out by showing 
how they had used their power, there would be 
something in that. No member comes forw<trd 
to srtyanythingofthe kind. I have looked through 
the papers, and I must say that I have a Yery 
much higher opinion of the police and their 
action in the matter, after looking through the 
papers, than I had before. I was disposed to 
think before that they acted rashly. However, 
I do not think there is sufficient justification 
for printing the papers. \V e must set our face 
against indiscriminate printing. One of the 
functions of the Printing Committee is to see 
to the printing of such papers as they consider 
desirable; I do not know whether they haYe 
exercised that function, but they should prevent 
an unnecessary mass of papers being printed. 

The Hox. J. JI.I. JI.IACROSSAN : That is 
their duty. 

The PREMIER : I am sure that if any hon. 
gentleman considers the number of papers that 
have come out this session, and &'lw bow many 
were worth printing, he will think that we 
have been a great deal too easy in the matter nf 
printing. I am bound, on behalf of the Gov
ernment, to object to thio motion. 

Mr. KATES said: Mr. Speaker,-! re:tlly hope 
the hon. member will withdraw this motion, and 
not put the country to the expense of printing 
the papers. Every n1orning we are receiving 
reports and pltpers; our boxes are crammed full 
of them, and half of them are never reacl. 
So far as the hon. member for Ipswich is con
cerned, I do not think it is at all to his interest 
to have the papers printed. The CJurie'' 
published an ample apology in its issue of the 
day after the discussion which took place here, 
and I am sure that the hon. gentleman who is 
chiefly interested in the matter has no desire to 
have the papers printed. 

::VIr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-! think 
this is one of the little jokes of the hon. member 
for Cook-one of those little matters which he 
likes to bring before the House, and in which 
there is nothing. \Vhen the matter was before 
the House, about a week since, the principal 
complaint was that the Colonial Secretary would 
not have an inf[uiry made into the conduct of 
the police in getting up the case against Mr. 
Greetham. I do not know whether the Colonial 
Secretary made a mistake in that direction ; but 
I think it would be very well for Mr. Greetham 
perhaps, and satisfactory to members of this 
Hou;;e and to the public outside, to have an 
inf[uiry made, to see whether the pulicc really 
did exceed their duties. As to having the 
papers printed I do not see what object that 
would serve. 

Mr. KORTON s11id: Mr. Speaker,-! do not 
think, so far as the hon. member for Ipswich 
is concerned, there is the •lightest necessity 
for printing the papers. I think the hon. 
gentleman's character stands so high that he is 

quite above suspicion in a matter of this kind. 
The only reason I can see is this: whether Mr. 
Greetham is right or wrong, he asked for an 
inquiry as to the conduct of the police in connec· 
tion with the matter, which inquiry was refused. 
Even :-;upposin~ there w::u;; nothing in this case to 
be cha1·ged a~·ain:::;t the lJolice, another case might 
arise where the aggrieved per:son had son1e serious 
cha.rge 1nade against thetn, a.nd if there '\Va~ any 
object in protecting the police b,\~ refusing the in M 

quiry, this case may be brought forward. I admit 
at once that I have not looked at the papers. 
I know that they were laid on the table the 
other day, but I was under the impression that 
a motion lucd been already carried to the effect 
that they shonld be printed. I may point out 
that in thi" case the Premier has talked of the 
nece";sity of practising economy. The other day 
there were so1ne yery large returns n1oved for 
by the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Salkeld 
-returns which will involve a very large ex
pense in printing, because they are not merely 
reports and evidence, or matters of that kind, 
but there are table,; which are very expen
sive to print, and which, I think, will be very 
voluminous. But no objection was raised to 
printing those papers, though they will cost, I 
dare"1y, ten times as much as these. I do not 
believe, either, that they will be very valuable 
when printed, for the simple reason that all the 
information asked for in them is furnished in the 
report of the Under Secretary for Lands. Of 
course it will appear in a different and more 
condensed form in the return moved for. In 
that case the Government raised no objection 
whatever; they never made, so far as I 
know, the slightest reference to the neces
sity fGr economy in regard to printing. In 
regard to the present case the papers will not cost 
more than a moderate sum ; and yet, in spite of 
the fact that public suspicion has been raised to 
a certain extent bv the mere circumstance that 
Jl.lr. Greetham, after being treated as he has 
been, asked for an inquiry into the conduct of 
the police, and was refused, the Premier objects 
to their being printed. That is the only ground 
upon which the printing of the papers can be 
asked for ; but I think it is a very good one. 

The PREMIER : Let the Printing Committee 
select the papers. 

Jl.lr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,- I have 
never looked at the papers, and cannot say what 
they contain. I understand that they are papers 
which Mr. Greetham wants printed, Reeing that 
he has failed to get an inC[uiry into the conduct 
of the police in arresting him. So far as I can 
gather, JYir. Greetham was arrested a consider
able time after the assault took place, when the 
girl was convalescent in the hospital; and an 
opinion has been expreRsed by a great number of 
persons that he ought not to have been arrested, 
and that the police ought to have proceeded by 
some other means. I do not know what is the 
usual practice in cases of this kind; but it was 
looked upon as a rather hard proceeding to arrest 
him a considerable time after the offence was 
said to have been committed. There was no 
attempt made by him to leave the town. He 
is a man who is well known in the district. I 
have known him by sight for some time, although 
I have never been introduced to him. He appears 
to be a gentlenmnly man, and is r1uite a gentle
n1an in his manner and app<<t>rance, and he feels 
aggrieved that he could have no inqniry made into 
the conduct of the police. He is ready to swear 
that the police have manifested an animus 
towards him. The hon. member for Normanby 
sltid the Colonial Secretary gave Mr. Greetham 
scant courtesy, hut I believe that is not the 
case, and if the hon. member were in his 
place now I think he would correct himself. 
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Mr. Greetham hl1s said that he received every 
courtesy from the Colonial Secretary, and from 
the Under Colonial Secretary, l1nd from the Com
missioner of Police; but he received no redress, 
I do not know the merit.~ of the case, but if l1 
n1an h~\,S been n,rrested on an al1mninable charg-e, 
without >tny foundation whatevtll', he is entitled 
to have an inquiry. JHr. Greethmn is suffer
ing from a grievance, as it is plain frorn the 
reports in the newspapers that the case hope
lessly broke down in the court ; and so far as 
I can see any man in the colony might have been 
charged with the offence th"'t he was. Of course, 
the police magi.strate and the other gentlelllen on 
the bench were courteous, and told 1\Ir. Greet
ham tlutt he left the court without a strtin on 
his character; but he said that although all was 
past so far as the indignity tu himself was con
cerncd, he wanted to prevent anything of the 
kind occurring to anyone else so fa,r as he pos~ 
sibly could. I think that is l1 very proper thing. 
If it does not do any good in thi' case, the very 
fact that an inquiry will be held into the conduct 
of any official who oversteps his duty will act as 
a deterrent in future. s,, far as I can see that is 
the only good that can come of the inquiry. 

At 7 o'clock, 
The SPEAKER said : In accordance with the 

sessional order, the private business which has 
been under discussion now stands adjourned 
until after the consideration of Government 
business. 

LOCAL GOY ERNMENT ACT OF 1878 
AMENDMENT BILL No. 2. 

CmmrrTEE. 

The PRE::YIIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! beg to 
move that you do now leave the chair, and the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider this Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
Clanse 1-'' Short title"-put and passed. 

On clause 2, as follows :-
"The t\VO hunclred and thirty-fourth and two 

hundred and thirty-fifth sections of the J.Jocal Govern
ment Act of 1878 are herob.Y repealed, and the following 
provisions are substituted thercfor." 

Mr. M ORGAN said he did not like the Bill at 
all, and he would briefly give his reasons for not 
liking it. It had been introduced,ts a complement 
to the Divisional Boards Bill they had passed 
a few days ago, in which a prO\-ision was in
serted curtailing, after next year, the amount of 
endowment to be paid to divisional boards. 
Now, it had been held by the Govern
ment that wha.t was sauce for divisional boards 
should also be snuce for municipalities; but the 
cases were not exactly similar, and he proposed 
to show in what respects they appeared to him 
to be dissimilar. \ Vhen divisional boards were 
called into existe.nce they received an endow
ment of £2 for £1, and had a clear knowledge 
of the law as it then stood relating to borrowing 
powers. As regarded municipalities, they had 
been established for l1 very much longer period. 
The first law governing municipalities in this 
colony was the Municipal Institutions Act of 
18G4. One of the provisions of that Act was 
that municipalities should have the right to 
borroiV, and that the Government should have 
the power to lend State money to be employed 
in the construction of permanent works within 
the municipalities; but as far as he could ascer
tain there vms no stipulation as to the period for 
which that money was loaned to municipalities. 
They borrowed the money on the understand
ing that all that was expected of them was 
that they shoultl expend it on permanent 
works for the benefit of the ratepayers, and 
that they should l1nnually pay the interest 

chnrged thereon. They exercised that power pretty 
largely in many cases-to such an extent in•leed 
that the interest on the loans became a very 
serious charge on their annual revenues. In the 
year 1880 the then Government, led by Sir 
ThonHts ::\Icllwraith, brought in'" Local 'Norks 
Loan Bill, which was passed by Parliament. 
That measm·e consoliclatetl the loans adn1,nced 
to local governing authorities-to municipali
ties---and al~o provided a fixed term during 
which those loans would have to be repaid
namely, forty years. It was entitled "An 
Ad to provide for the repayment of loans 
authorised for the construction of public works 
by local authorities." It provided that the 
whole indebtedness of municipalities ahould 
be made rep<tyable within a period of forty 
years, and that moneys advanced thereafter 
should be rep<tynble within periods rang·ing from 
five to forty Y<'llrs, according to the character of 
tl:e works for which the moneys were borrowed. 
The consolidation of those loans and the fixing of 
a period during which they should be repaid had 
this effect: that whereas local authorities had 
previously been paving perhaps 5 per cent. 
l1nnually 'for interest; the charge they had since 
had to pay under the Local ·works Loans Act 
was considerably larger, because they had had 
to pay, in addition to the interest, an annual 
sum in the redemption of the loans contracted. 
That was a contingency that municipalities ~id 
not provide for when they were borrowmg 
before the Local \Vorks Loans Act of 1880 was 
passed by Parliament; but divisional boards had 
borrowed, well knowing that that was a pro
vision of the statutory law, and they restricted 
their borrowing powers accordingly. So that he 
thought that the cl1se l1S between cl ivisional 
boards and municipalities was not similar, and 
therefore, that because it had been found neces
sary to curtail the endowment payalole to 
divisional boards, thrtt should not be held tls 
an argument why similar treatment should be 
extended even now to municipalities. It must 
also be remembered that divisional board" 
had hitherto received l1n endowment of £2 
for £1 raised as rates, whereas munici
palities had never received more than £1 
for £1, and if they curtailed the endowments 
paid to municipalities, even to a small extent, 
they would find that in some cases they would 
do a very serious injury to those municipalities 
who had exercisecl their borrowing powers under 
the old order of things, when there was no period 
fixed for the redemption of the loans, and who, 
since the consolidation of the loans, and the fixing 
of the period, found it as much l1S they could do to 
meet the interest and redemption charges. He 
thought £1 for £1 was not too heavy a subsidy 
to pay, and he hoped, even if the Bill were 
carried in it' present form, that before the 
period for the proposed reduction arrh·ed they 
might find themselves in such a prosperous con
dition that they would be able to restore the £1 
for £1 subsidy. He would agttin refer to the ques
tion he had mentioned the other night, which 
was that an exceedingly large proportion of money 
paid by the State in endowments to local autho
rities was absorbed by the Brisbane ;\Iunicipal 
Council and the metropolitan boards. He had not 
the figures by him, but he thoug·ht that the endow
ments paid to municipalities last year mnounted 
to :tbout £GO,OOO, and of that sum the Brisbane 
l\Iunicipfll Councilahsorbednenrly£30,000. Now, 
owing to the amount o£ endowment pay,ble to 
the city increasing very rapidly, the outside 
provincirtl municipalities were made to suffer in l1 
corresponding degree, though the pressure from 
that source was not nertrly so great upon the 
Treasury. He thought that the case of both 
municipalities and boards demanded that there 
should be differential rates of endowment, and 
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that the city should receive less than was paid to 
the provincial counciLs and boards. ;In the case of 
the metropolitan boards they might have a 
division covering only a few acres, but it 
wa8 thickly populated, property was of high 
valne, it was highly improved, and the local 
governing authorities were enabled to leYy larrre 
incon1es a,nnnally, a,nd clairn doul1le that su~Il 
frotn the Treasury, thongh they had only a very 
limited extent of street' and road ways to main
tain. In the country districts the reverse was 
the case. The districts were large ; the extent 
of roadway and streets to be maintained was 
correspondingly large; the improvements were 
meagre; property was of low value ; the rating 
power was correspP:i:1dingly low, anrl the power 
of getting money from the Treasury was equally 
low. Therefore, he helcl that in the cases of 
metr<lpnlitan boards and municipe~lities there 
ought to be ct less rate of endowment ]mid than 
\vas paid to the provincial boards ancl rnnnici
pe~litie;.. Another matter: He was told the 
other night tlmt there was more traffic on 
the roadwe~y8 and streets of the metropolis 
than in the country districts, but his e~nswer 
to the~t was that the country districts had no 
companies willing to le~y down mils and run 
tmm ways to carry the traffic. Thus the metro
politan brmrds were relieved of the duty of 
me~intaining roads which they would other'wise 
he~ve to maintain. That was an e~dvante~ge not 
possessed by provincie~l municipalities. He there
fore thought the~t under those circumstances 
the Government ought to reflect very seriously 
before they took awe~y from provincie~l muni
cipe~lities at any mte any of the endowment 
that Wets now paid to them. He felt pretty sure 
that municipalities would he~ve very le~rgely to 
increase their rates in order to meet their 
engagements with the centml authority if that 
was done, e~nd he did not think that the locnJ 
governing authorities in the provinces ought to 
be interfered with to the extent proposed. He 
believed the~t the ce~ses of boards e~ncl munici
poJities were not simile~r, e~nd for the~t reason he 
objected to the Bill. 

The PREMIER se~id he did not see any 
ree~son for placing boards e~nd municipalities on 
a different footing, especicclly e~s the munici
palities were older e~nd stronger the~n the boe~rcl". 
The hon. member had made ct verv forcible 
appPal on behalf of municipalities. The proposal 
of the Government was to take the me~tter age~in 
into the he~nds of Parliament, but giving fair 
notice that it was proposed to take it into their 
lmncls, e~ncl in the meantime continuing for two 
or three ye.e~rs " sum of money equal to that now 
given. \Vhen the Divisional Boards Bill was 
going through he undertook to bring in the 
Bill under discussion, which took exe~ctly the 
same lines ; e~nd the Government were fully 
bound to endee~vour to pa~s it. 

Mr. GROO;)I gaid he thought the intention of 
the hon. member for \Ve~rwick we~s to direct the 
attention of the Government and the country 
to the absolute necessity of the city of Brisbane 
being te~ken out of the Mnnicipalities Act e~lto
gether, e~nd huving a separate incorporation 
charter of its own. The city of Adele~ide had a 
che~rter of its own, governed by its e~ldermen and 
council. The city of J\Ielbourne was in the same 
position, and the city of Sydney also; whereas 
the city of Brisbe~ne, with 11 population of 
100,000, including the suburbs, vus placed upon 
the same footing as " country municipality with 
" population of 200 persons. K ow, t.he~t would 
appear strange to any person with ct knowledge 
of municipal government; anrl the consequence 
was that country municipe~lities had to suffer for 
the le~rge endowment paid to the city of Brisbane. 
If hon. members wotJld look at the " Ste~tistical 

Register" for 1886 they would find that the 
amount of endowment pctid to all municipali
ties for the yee~r amounted to £57,258 odd, of 
which sum the city of Brishe~ne received £33,21], 
leaving e~ very small sum indeed to be divided 
mnong the country n1unjcipalities. Now, the 
question the hon. member for \Vttrwick lmd 
rai;.;ed, and rf'usmutbly so, wa::; that that ·was a 
very small sum of money to be paid to country 
municipalities whilst they were burdened with 
a hee~vy debt under the Public \Vorks Loe~ns 
Act of 1880, by which a portion of the endow
ment every year we~s taken to wipe off the 
liabilities incuneLl before the Act came into opera
tion. He thought the hon. member for \Ve~rwick 
had drawn attention on behalf of the country 
municipalitic, to a matter which deserved the 
consideration of the hon. gentleme~n who intro
duced the Bill. It was quite possible that, owing 
to the financie~l position of the colony, munici
pe~lities, like other pbces, would he~ve to suffer 
for the depressed condition of the Treasury, but 
he would direct the attention of the Com
mittee to this fact: the~t the city of Brisbe~ne 
he~d exceptional adve~ntages over country muni
cipalities, and he thought that the time had 
arrived when it we~s absolutely necessary the~t it 
should have a chartflr of its own. Now, he 
would give a typical case so that hon. 
members might understand the question be
fore them. There was property sold in Queen 
street four or five yee~rs e~go which rea
lised £130 per foot. He referred to the site 
of the old Supreme Court. Tlut we~s con
sidered at the time a high price for the le~nd, 
but now the~t htnd was valued and was this year 
assessed at £GOO per foot. Upon that a mte was 
levied, and the country had to pe~y an endow
ment of £1 for £1 on that valuable property. 
Of course hon. members who knew the ve~lue of 
property would see at once the enormous dis
tinction between the ve~lue of property in the 
city of Brisbe~ne and the ve~lue of property in 
the country districts, and the result was, e~s it 
came out in the figures which he he~cl just 
quoted, that during bst year out of £57,000 
endowment pe~id to municipalities the city of 
Brisbane received £33,000, and the~t we~s not 
saying e~nything at all about the £17,000 which 
was received by the city as an endowment on the 
health mte, making ct total endowment of about 
£50,000 which Brisbane received from the general 
revenue. Now, it might not be known that this 
endowment was drawn from the Treasury by 
the municipality of Brisbane e~t the expense of 
the country and municipalities. Take the muni
cipe~lity of Clermont. Its endowment for bst 
year was £300. How would it get on if the 
endowment was to be reduced? Then the muni
cipality of Ge~yndah received the sme~ll sum of 
£113. Let that be compared with the £33,000 
recei vecl by the city of Brisbane. Then, if All ora 
we~s referred to-and it must be borne in mind 
the~t the streets there were made through black
soil country, and that it took a mint of money 
to keep them in thorough order e~nd repe~ir-it 
received only £238 bst yee~r. He thought the 
instances he had given were enough to show 
the different positions in which country muni
cipalities e~nd the city of Brisbane were placed 
in, and he we~s quite sure if the city was 
under ct distinct charter of its own it would 
be put in a very different position indeed. It 
seemed to him m~rvellous the~t the city of 
Brisbane, which had been in existence for some
thing like twenty-seven years, e~nd which was 
110\V undertaking large public \vorks such as 
dminage e~nd other me~tters, should be placed on 
the same footing as the country municipalities. 
He was surprised that the e~ldermen of the city 
of Brisbane had not long ago agitated to 
have an incorpora,tion Act pe~ssed on the same 
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lines as the incorporation Acts of the cities o£ 
Melbourne, Syc!ney, and Adelaide. He knew 
from personal visitation of those cities the valne 
of having incorpomtion Acts of their o\vn, and 
especially so in the city of Aclclaicle. If an 
incOl'poration Act had been p11,;,;ed fur thi,, cit,y 
son1e tlv~,nty-five yuar~ a.go, in place of f.:.ceing it 
eornpletely lm.rren, as it was, of anythi11g like 
public re\~reatiou gl'onncls, he believed they 
would see it like Adelaide was at the present 
time, surrounded with most maiTnificent p:trks, 
which wore a real pleasure t; everyone who 
visited that city. The same might be said of 
l\Ielbourne, where, after the city was incorporated 
under a distinct charter of its own, they were 
able to secure the magnificent parks there. The 
san1e 1night aLm be fl<tid of Sydney to son1e extent, 
though they laboured there uncler the smne disctd
Yanblgcs as Brisbane fot~ a long tiine. It 1\~as not 
too late to mend even now, and the time lnd 
arrived, at all events, when the attention of the 
country should be directed to the fact that >1 Bill 
was brought in to reduce the small sums paid as 
endowment to country municipalities, whilst a 
city like Brisbane was able to swallow up in 
one year some £50,000 in endowments. It was 
manifestly unfair to the conntry municipalities 
that snch a thing should exist - that the 
country municipalities were to suffer a decrease 
in the amount of endowments granted to them, 
owing to the larg-e amount which the city of 
Brisbane swallowed up, and would continue to 
swallow up, no doubt. He took it that if they 
were to recognise the principle of the unearned 
increment, it would be shown that, while the 
proprietors of Queen-street frontages were lying 
in their beds, the municipoJ council were adding 
to the value of their properties every year; that 
an increased value was put upon the properties, 
and that that necessitated an increased amount 
of endowment. By the Bill the sum of £8:),000 
was to be paid to municipalities, and it was 
interesting- to consider how much out of thnt 
sum would have to be paid to the city of 
Brisbane alone. He could not say whether the 
amount would be ce~lculated on the basis of last 
year or of the present year, but if it was to 
be paid on the basis of the present year the 
amount would probably be somewhat more 
than £33,000 out of the total sum of £8.'5, 000 
to be provided, lea.-ing a comparatively small 
pittance for the country municipalities. It was, 
no doubt, satisfactory to notice that the muni
cipalities of the colony were in a compara
tively healthy condition so far as the rateable 
value of the properties w»s concerned. 'rhe 
figures given on the subject were worth C[Uoting-, 
and should be made known. The total esti· 
mated rateable value of the properties in the 
various municipalities, boroughs, and shires of 
the colony amounted to no less a sum than 
£16,257,587, while the total indebtedness of all 
those local bodies together amounted to only 
£483,626. So that financially their munici· 
palities were in a sound condition. Upon the 
rrnestion of the endowments, the principal matter 
in the Bill, he was in accord with the hon. mem
ber for Warwick, and he thought it was 
time to put in a word on behalf of the 
country municipalities, whose revenue was cmn~ 
paratively small. From personal knowledge 
he could state that in many cases the towns 
were handed over to the councils in the 
state in which nature had left them, nnd the 
municip"'l bodies had to form the stre0.ts aml 
m[lcadamiso them to make them pa"S[tble, though 
all the time their revenues were very small, 
owing to the rateable value of the properties 
within them being- very small; and now, just 
as they were beginning to recover themselves, 
it was not wise to step in and reduce the amount 
of the endowment as was proposed in the Bill, 

He thought that on the whole the hon. member 
for Warwick had made out a very good case for 
the considemtion of the hon. gentleman in charge 
of the Bill. 

Mr. IV"\KEFIELD said the hon. member for 
IVarwick had drawn attention to a matter which 
the Guvernment might' well be asked to entertain 
-nmnely, that country n1unicipalities were as 
children gro\viug np, while Brisb.:tne was a fully 
grown person and should be able to take care of 
itself. It was certainly rather startling to see 
that out of the large amount paid for endow· 
ments by the Government, more than one-half 
was received by the municipality of Brisbane. 
The country municipttlities should be put on a 
different footing, as the hon. member for Too
\VOtmba suggested. 'rhey had gone into \Vorks 
and borrowedloe~ns from the Government with 
the expectation of receiving their endowments, 
and he thought the Premier might sec his way 
to nnke some distinction between the country 
municipalities and the municipality of Briobane 
in the Bill. 

Mr. MoMASTER said he was afraid the 
municipality of Brisbane would be very badly 
off that evening, seeing that they had the 
hon. member for Toowoomba, the Speaker, 
and the mayors of IV arwick and Sandgate 
down upon it. They seemed to think, like a 
gre>tt many other people outside, that Govern
ments and municipalities were fit subjects to 
be robbed. Those hon. members seemed to urg-e 
that because the municipality of Brisbane had 
got a large revenue the endowment should not 
he paid to it. He would point out that that 
House and the Government had been taking 
the revenue from Brisbane for some years 
past. They commenced, first of all, by taking 
the Victoria Bridge and the bridge lands from 
them; whereas had the House allowed the 
Victoria Bridge to remain the property of the 
municipality of Brisbane for five or six years 
longer the bridge would have been free, and the 
council would havehad the lands as an endowment 
to help them. They took the bridge and the lands 
from the council, and what did they do then? 
After taking their lands and the bridge, though, 
of course, they also took over the debt-which it 
mu,,t not be forgotten the council could have 
paid themselves out of the bridge lands, or by 
the toll upon the bridg-e, in some five or six years, 
and still have the lands-and then they published 
a proclamation in the Government GClzette, saying, 
"IVe have taken your lands and your bridge, 
but here is the bridge ; keep it in repair." That 
bridge cost some £2,000 a year to keep in repair. 
Again they found this year that the Govern· 
ment would not allow them to collect the endow
ments upon rates raised upon their own proper
ties. Parliament probably never intended that the 
enclowment should be collected upon the health 
rate, but the council had taken advantage of it, 
and were right in doing so so long as the House 
said they were entitled to take it. It had been 
stated that Brisbane was not entitled to such a 
large amount of endowment because there was 
only a few miles of streets to keep in repair. 
He would point out that though that might 
be the case there was a very large amount of 
traffic upon thestreetsin Brisbane, and he was free 
to maintain that there was more traffic on Itoma 
street, Creek street, and Eagle street, and that 
it took more to maintain those streets, than the 
whole of the streets in the to-Nn of IV arwick, on 
account of the large traffic from the shipping 
to the rail way station over those streets. Hon. 
members from inland towns should not forget also 
that there was a very large amount of property 
in the city of Brisbane from which l he council 
could not collect rates, and that was the Govern
ment property-the property of the State-and 
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from which the inland towns all got a certain 
proportion of benefit. They could collect neither 
rates nor endowments upon that property. He 
had got a return from the city vn,lnatorof the value 
of the Govl'rnment property in the city of BriR" 
bane, n,nd he found it was worth something like 
£1,000,000 sterling. 'l'he annurtl value of that 
property for rateable pm·pose" wonld be £SO,OOO, 
and if they were n,ble to levy a rate npon it 
thPy would get something like £4,000 a year 
from it, besides the endowment. The muni
cipal council of Brisbane had to keep the 
whole of the streets leading to those Govern
ment properties in repair. They might be told, 
as they were told last night, that the capital could 
be removed; but so long n,s the capital was here 
the municipal council had to keep the streets in 
repair for Government property, nnd they were 
justly entitled to more consideration than they 
had received. The greater part of the rail
way material was carried through the Bris" 
bane streetR, and caused a groat deal of we,tr 
and tear, ancl for that the:v only got en" 
dowment at the rate of £1 for £1. 'l'he hon. 
member for Toowoomha, the Speaker, said the 
southern capitals had a charter of their own. 
He (Mr. McJI.Iaster) might be mistaken, but he 
was under the impres,;ion that they only got 
an enabling Bill when they wanted to borrow, 
Only recently he noticed that in Sydney they 
had to get an enabling Bill to borrow money in 
the London market. 

Mr. GROOM: Because they had exceeded 
their power8, 

Mr. McMASTER: There was a great deal to 
be said in respect of that, and the municipal 
council of Brisbane had been calling out for that 
concession for years; but he did not suppose the 
House was likely to grant it. If they cut down 
the endowment, as was proposed by the mayors 
of country towns who had the honour of a seat 
in the House, Brisbane would be very badly off. 
Personally, he thought the present method of 
borrowing was n very good one, provided the 
Government had plenty of money and was 
liberal in lending it. It was an excellent thing 
to have a sinking- fnnd, and reptty the loan in 
small instalments; but if they were to lose the 
endowment, the municipality would either have 
to borrow in the London market, or the S<mitary 
state of the citY would become such that the 
Government wot1ld have to step in and give 
relief; and the city of Brisbane did not want 
the Government to step in iu that way. He 
maintained that Brisbane was not less entitled, 
but rather was more entitled, to an endowment of 
£1 for £1 than the inland towns, because the Bris" 
bane streets had to sustain the wear and tear of 
all the Government m ;terial, and lmd to be kept 
in order in front of Government property from 
which no rates were received, The hon. member 
for 'Warwick had said that private companies 
came in and helped to maintnin the streets. 

Mr. MORGAN: No; took off the traffic. 

Mr. McMASTER : That was a mistake. 
There was just as mnch traffic now on those 
streets as before the tram-rails were laid, whiiRt 
the streets were worse to keep in order than they 
were before. The trams were no l1enefit at all; 
they were rather a hinclrance to the traffic. He 
hoped the Premier would see l1i,; way tn ex
tend the endowment a little longer. Ho was 
not one of those who thought that P<ulimnent 
should not have control of the amount of money 
they should pay; but the city of Brisbane was 
so heavily taxed that it was not at all likely 
there would be an increa>e of taxation, except, 
perhaps, in the sanitary rate, which might be 
increa;;ed any year. The hon. member for Too" 
woomba, the Speaker, had spoken of land in 
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Queen street being valued at £600 a foot. Now, he 
(;vir. McMaster) knew of no case where that rate 
was approached. The improvements were assessed 
as well ns the land; the land was never valued at 
that r,tte. If the Premier could see his way to 
extend the endowment for two or three years 
longer, pnRc,ibly the Parliament might before then 
see its way to grant a charter to the city of 
Brisbane, so that they themselves could borrow 
in the money nmrket. He had no doubt that if 
the eity of Brisbane offered 5 per cent. in the 
London market, the ratetheywerepayingthe Gov" 
ernment, they could easilyget£10() or£107; and he 
supposed £3 or £4 would pay the expen~es, so that 
they would be gainers in that way. They had 
good security to offer, and would have no difficulty 
in raising a loan. If Parliament cut off their 
resonrces in that way, he was sure the munici" 
pality of Brisbane wonld almost insist upon 
hnving- a chnrter of their own so that they could 
borrow in the London market. He hoped the 
Chief Secretary would extend the period two or 
three yPars longer before he compelled them to 
run the risk of getting only 10s. in the £1, or 
perhaps only 5s.-they would have no g·uarantee 
as to the amount. By that time he hoped things 
would be better, and Parliament would perhaps 
see the nec4essity of voting such a sum that every 
municipality would get £1 for £1. 

Mr. "\V. BROOKES said in what he was 
about to oay he might run the risk of incurring 
a little otlium. He had heard it said that the 
ideo> of an alderman was that his appetite grew 
with what it fed upon. Nnw, he was not skilled 
in the mysteries of municipal finance; bnt there 
wa,, one thing he had felt for many years, and it 
would be strange to him if he was the only owner 
of Brisbane property in that Committee who held 
the opinion. He considered that the corporation 
of Brisbane had been for the last five or six years 
very extravagant, and that it had not considered 
in any way-or, not to go too far, it had not 
considered as it ought to have considered-the 
interests of the ratepayers. It seemed to have 
aimed at getting the largest amount possible, no 
mtetter at what expense or anxiety to the rate
payers. Property in Brisbane wns at the present 
time a great deal over-taxed, and he considered 
that what had led to that state of nffairs was the 
lavishness of the Government in the matter of 
endowment. 

Mr. McMASTER: No, no ! 

Mr. W. BROOKES said that not long ago the 
manner in which the assessment was made was 
worthy of the island of Laputa, and the valuation 
for the city of Brisbane was well worthy of the 
leather medal which, he believed, was worn by 
professors of the University of Laputa. It was 
high time the matter was cut down to a solid 
basis of ponnds, shillings, and pence. At the 
peesent moment the shopkeepers of Queen 
street, if they lived under the 1"e[!ime of a Turkish 
pasha, could hardly be more oppressed. 

Mr. Me MASTER : By the ra,ts? 
Mr. "\V. BROOKES said he was not referring 

in any way whatever to the hon. member. He 
was an alcierman, and therefore his paunch was 
insatiable. It was f[Uite time they came to a 
plnin, common-sense way of looking at the ex
penses of the city of Brisbane, which were a great 
deal too hrg-e. He spoke of that of which he had 
persona} experience, Uecanse every no\v and then 
he had to put his hand into his pocket nnd pull 
out a snm of money, which he did with very 
great reluctance. Yet he found that the muni
cipal council of Brisbane-he knew he shonld be 
hauled over the coalB for what he sairl-paid 
attention to eYery mortal thing except economy. 

Mr. NOR TON: Like the Government. 
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Mr. W. BROOKES said they had no care as 
to where the money went so long as they got it. 
He had been of that opinion for a long time ; 
and he considered that the city of J3risbane might 
be rnanaged n great deal rnore econon1ically. 
IVith regard to the health-rate, for instance, the 
services performed could he performed for one
fourth the amount. He knew a property in 
Brisbane the rates on which were one-quarter of 
the rent-the rent was estimated at a fair amount, 
as low as was rmnuncra.tive to the n\vner. The 
rates were £12:} a year, and he (Mr. Ilrookes) 
considered that £80 a year would he ample. 
The long and the short of it was that he charged 
the municipRJity of Brisbane with not studying 
economy. The more money they >;ot the more 
they would spend; and he very much approved 
of the Bill. He also agreed with the ovinion of 
th'l hon. m em her for Toowoomba, J\Ir. Groom, 
that it was quite time that little poverty-stricken 
municipalitie'; like Allora and C!ermont--

1Ir. KATES: Allora is not poverty-stricken. 
Y on are mistaken. 

Mr. IV. BROOKES said he was looking at the 
ditierence between £3G2 and £30,000. That was 
what struck him. The Brisbane lHunicipality 
seemed to labour under this strt:tnge delusion, 
that wherever they came to a rise in the ground 
it ought to be nmde level. 

Mr. JI.Ic:VIASTER: So it ought. 

Mr. IV. BROOKES said it was the only town 
in the world where such an insane idea pre
vailed. If the people of Birmingham, Lincoln, 
and :Manchester, for instance, had made all 
their streets levcl;it would have cost millions of 
money, but they knew better than to spend their 
money in that way. The Brisbane Corporation 
as soon as they found a hill set men to work to 
cut it down. Nobody knew what it cost, and 
when it was all cleared away there was no substan
tial advantage-unly an addition to the debt. 
It was not long since the leader of the Opposition 
told a tale that went to his heart about another 
local authority cutting clown a hill at the back of 
his property; and it was time that alderlllen 
were given to understand the value of money, 
which he die! not think had been brought home 
to their minds so forcibly as would be done by 
the Bill. As a shocking example of what they 
would do, he might mention that they actually 
intended at one time to cut down \Villiam street. 
If they had done so, it would h:we cost £700 or 
£800, and they would simply have lowered the 
value of property there. Tlmt was a fair cor
roboration of his statement that aldermen needed 
to be taught in the school of adversity the value 
of a little economy. 

Mr. l\IcMASTER said he must contradict 
what the hon. gentleman had said \Villiam 
street was not going to be cut down. It was 
proposed by one alderman, who was mayor at the 
time, that it should l1e cut down, but he (Mr. 
Mc::\Iaster) did his utmost to oppose it. They 
were not quite so reckless as that. The hem. 
member said that the sanitary business could be 
done for one-third of the amount paid, and he 
should be very glad if the hon. member would 
state how it could be clone for one-third of the 
amount. The municipality called for public ten
ders for carrying out the sanitary work, and they 
got it done as cheaply as they could. The mnni
ci]'ality were something like a borrowed noggin
they were well knocked about. As soon as they 
established one place to calTy out;,anitaryimprove
ments a deputation waited on the Chief Secretary 
in order to compel them to go somewhere else, and 
when they went to another place another deputa
tion waited on the Chief Secretary next morning 
in order to make them move again. The hon. 
member for North Brisbane was once an alder-

man himself, but he was one of the slow and "go· 
easy" sort. If he once got through Queen street 
he did not care how any other portion of the 
city got on. Brisbane had improved very much 
durinn· the last five or six years, and would now 
comp~re favourably with the southern citie". 
He knew it die! with Sydney, but he could not 
sperrk positively as to l\lelbonrne, becrruse he had 
not been there. \Vith regard to the taxes, it w;cs 
very well known that the rates were the Rame 
nO\v aR they ha<l been fur year,, with the excep· 
tion of the sanitary mte. 'I'he general rate waH 
h. in the £1, and if properties in the munici
pality, which were worth £500 when the 
hem. member for North Bri;hane was an 
alderman, had increased in value to £20,000, 
the municipality could not help that. He 
th<ltw·ht the hOJ1. member was very much rr:is· 
taken about the extravag-ance of aldermen. 
If the city W'IS not kept in good order the 
citi7-ens came down upon the corporation at 
once ; and if the streets were not kept in proper 
repair, and anyone happened to fall down and 
received an injury in consequence, the corporation 
were liable to be sued and cast in heavy damages. 
As to what the aldermen ate and dmnk he 
could not say, but they evidently, unlike . the 
junior member for North Brisbane, pnt it m to 
a >;ood skin. On that matter, however, he 
wonld say no more. He considered that the 
city of B~isba,ne was justly entitled to have its 
endowment extended for a longer term. It must 
be remembered that the streets of the city were 
very much worn by people who C1~me in from the 
inland districts. They were always glad to see 
them, of course, but at the same time it could 
not he denied that they wore down the streets ; 
and if the streets were not kept in order strangers 
were always ready to tell the corporation wha~ a 
wretched state their roads and footpaths were m. 
He hoped the Premier would see his way to 
extend the period to three years instead of two, 
as proposed. 

The PHE71IIER: The time proposed is three 
years-1888, 188[), and 1890. 

Mr. Mcl\IAi:lTEU : But the amounts for 1889 
and 1800 will be an uncertain sum; it may be 5s. 
or even less. 

Mr. l\IORGAN said it was evidently no use 
continuing the debate, and he was afraid they 
were not going to obtain cmy redress. But he 
would like to quote authority in corroboration of 
the staml he had taken up. He had looked into 
the volume of IInnsanl containing- the debate on 
the second reading of the Local IVorks Loan 
Bill, passed in 18SO. On that. occasion th_e pre
sent Premier spoke on the motwn, and thm was 
an extract from the speech the hon. gentleman 
then made:-

" r:t'hc lion. S. "\V. GRnFTTII said that he supposed 
there was no doubt that P~Lrliament had the power to 
alter the term::; of :t bargain which the country bftd 
made 'vith the municipahtles. Alterations of bargains 
'vcre not things to be done as a matter of cmuse, 
and good reason should be shown why one bargain 
shoulll. be snlJstitutcd for anotllcr. If the muni
cipalities found, as the member for Ipswich said, 
thu,t it would be to thch· advantage to llaY the 
amount pre~cribcd in the schedule, and that they wonlcl 
be able therehy to pay oif both interp;,t and IWincipal, ~t 
v;·ould no (lonbt be a Ycry good thing; but SUJllJOSC 1t 
wa~ not to their advantage, and that it wonld be 
ah .. olutolY l'ltinonf'. then the 1fl.1l'stion nro:::e \Yhcther the 
Parliall -11t llacl nnr lm ,[lLS.S to m<Llcc a chtmgo, 'ivhieh 
would be so much r'u~· the wor~c." 
The hon. gentleman went on further to speak of 
the extra charge that would be imt""ed upon the 
Brisb<tne \Vaterworks Boardinconseqnence of the 
proposed change, saying :-

"If the uroposcd change were made the rates \Vonld 
ha vc to be very largely increased, and he £lonbtcd 
whether it 'ivas Uesir1Lble that the Board of 'Yatcrworks 
should be crippled at the l}l'Cscnt time." 
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He (Mr. Morgan) maintained that the effect of 
the change now proposed to be made would be 
of a similar nature-it might cripple some of the 
municipalities. There were many other ways 
in which thousands of pounds could be saved 
annually. J<'or instance, the populous suburbs 
around Brisbane should not be allowed to come 
under the Divisional Boards Act. They should 
be compelled to incorporate, and the revenue 
they then collected would only be endowed to 
the extent of £1 for £1 instead of £2 for £1. 
By that means £20,000 or £30,000 a year might 
be saved, and it would not be necessary to rob 
provincial municipalities nf the small amount of 
endowment they now received from the Sktte. 

The PRE::\IIER: They are not being robbed. 
Mr. MOHGAN said they were to be deprived 

of moneys which they put to a good use, and 
which they had calculated upon continuing to 
receive. There was another point on which he 
sought for information. In the Local ·works 
Loan Act it was provided that loans should 
be granted for certain public works on certain 
terms. :For works of the first cla3s-such as 
waterworks, wharves, jetties, and other perma
nent and rcproducti ve undertakings-loans shonl(l 
extend over a term of forty years. For works 
of the fourth class, comprising buildings con
structed of stone, brick, concrete, or iron, loans 
were terminable in fourteen yectrs. As far as 
his experience went, public buildings, such as 
town halls, constructed thronghout of stone, 
and which were to all intents and purposes re
productive works, were much m,n'e likely to be 
bsting than wharves built of wood. \Vhat he 
wanted to know was, whether there was any 
truth in a statement that a loan which had been 
granted to a municipality in the colony, and 
which was invested in a public lmilding" of stone, 
had been made to come under the first class, and 
was therefore, repayable in forty years? 

The PREMIER: I do not know. I have 
never heard of such a thing. 

Mr. MACl!'ARLANE said he thought the 
proposal of the Bill would have a very wholesome 
influence upon municipalities, some of which, 
there could be no doubt, had been borrowing 
and spending money in a way which was not 
congenial to the feelings of the ratepayers. The 
proposition imposed a check, though it was but 
a little one after all, which would have a bene
ficial effect upon municipalities. 

An HoxounABLil MmiBEll: It will relieve the 
ratepayers. 

Mr. MA Cl!' ARLANE said it had heen stated 
by the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, Mr. 
McJiiiaster, that the endowment to be paid in 
1889 and 1890 would be an uncertain one, and 
might not exceed 5s. It seemed to him that 
the municipal valuations must be very largely 
increased indeed if less than £1 for £1 was paid. 

1\Ir. 1\Ia:~:J:ASTER: Why? 
Mr. l\1ACFAHLANE said the Bill provirled 

that £85,000 should be avaihtble after a cert>tin 
time, and that was the amount of endowment 
required dnring the present year on the existing 
basis. During those years the ratio conld not 
alter very much nnles.-; municipalities largely 
increased the rating on the ya,luation. By doing 
so they might get less than £1, hut he did not 
expect that the endowment would ever fnll 
below 1Gs. or 17s. during the years 1889 and 1800. 
So that if that were the case, as he believed it 
was, it was simply ]JUtting municipalities on the 
same level as divisional boards ; and as the 
representative of a municipality he certainly 
wonld not vote to increase the amount and thus 
be placed in a better position than the cli visional 
bo11rds, 

1\Ir. \V AKEFIELD said one argument very 
much in favour of giving country municipalities 
some slight ad vantage ove.r the city of Brisbane 
was the fact that when municipalities were first 
erected they wore considered by that House to 
be entitled to rec;.ive for a certain number of 
ye<trs £2 for £1. 'rhat was a very good argu
ment to assist country municipalities. 

Mr. l'\ORTON said he felt rather entertained 
by the di,;cussion that was going on. It remi1.1ded 
him somewhat of the C[Uarrel between the lnnbs 
and the stomach. 

The PUE:YIIER : \Vhich is the stomach? 

Mr. 1'\0RTO:'f said he did not know. Perhaps 
the junior member for North Brisbane, Mr. 
Brookes, could give them some information on the 
point. At any rate he professed to know where 
the paunch was. The hon. member for J<'ortitude 
Valley, Mr. 1\Ic:Yiaster, had referred to the 
large amount of traffic that passed over the 
streets of Bl'isbane in comparison with the 
amount that passed over the roads in country 
mtmici]mlities and divisional boards, but Llid 
not the traffic that passed over the streets of 
Brisbrtne reJ•resent the trade that was brought 
into Brisbane by the country municipttlities and 
divisional boards ? 

Mr. l\Ic:YIASTER: Yes; but it does not 
increase the valuation. 

Mr. l'\OHTO=" said they ought not to forget the 
fact which he had jnst pointed out. However, he 
was not going to join in that little dispute. Mem
bers representing country and town municipalities 
might fight it out as they liked, but he would 
simply point out that if they chose to support 
a Government which could increase the annnal 
expenditure in four years by 53 per cent., then 
they must expect to have the endowment interfered 
with. He did not believe in cutting down the 
endowment at all, because, as had been pointed out 
several times, rnnnicipalities had borrowed money 
for carrying out certain works ; they had to pay 
off part of that borrowed money every year with 
the interest, and of course they looked not only to 
the rates but also i;<) the endowment to help 
them to meet their liabilities; and if they were 
cnt short in their endowments it might involve 
them in very great difficulties. Although 
it was provided by the Bill that the same 
endowment should be available for them until 
the end of 1890 as they had been receiving for this 
year, that would not be sufficient to provide for 
their requirements, because in 1891 they might 
get nothing at all. That was the difficulty they 
were in. They did not know what they were 
going to get. They had certain liabilities, but 
unless they knew what they were going to re
ceive year after year they conld never know 
whether they could meet their liabilities or not. 
In South Australia the Government had got 
into very gre,~t straits, and the consequence was 
th>tt ono amendment adopted was to reduce t.he 
endowment to 5s. in the £1 of rates collected. 

Mr. GROOM: The same in New South 
\Vales. 

l'llr. NORTOX said the same, he believed, had 
been done in New South \V ales, and of conrse 
the authoritiecc. which had to receive that money 
were placed in great difficulty, bBcause the 
arwmnt w::ts nothing like what they expected, 

, and those bodies that had born>wed money on 
1 the strength of their income did not know how 
1 to carry on their works or to pay the interest for 

which they were liabk The present position 
was the resnlt of the gross extravagance that had 
been carried on at a time when the revenue was 
decreasing, as was shown by the fact that the 
annual expenditure had increased in four years at 
the rate of 53 per cent, · 
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Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought that what 
had fallen from the hon. member for Port Curti-. 
was worthy of the very grave consideration of 
the Committee, more particularly of those 
members who were also members of di vi
siorml boards and municipalities. It would 
ba a gnod lesson for them. As the h<•n. 
member for Korth Brishaue hat! said, they 
would now ta.ste "the sweet u::;e::; of adversity," or 
some words to that effect. He hoped that the 
uses of adversity would pro Ye sweet to th<JSe 
hon. membero;, and that in future they would 
exercise a wholesome check upon the extrava
gance of the Government. \Vhen they saw that 
the result of that extravagance rebounded upon 
themselves-that they had to suffer for the 
extravagance of the Government, whoeH>r they 
might be, that they o;npported-they would 
endt:>vour to check them in their extrava
g·ant course. They would do so from the 
very selfishness that he believed remained in 
the bosom of every councillor and divisional 
boardsman throughout the universe. Their own 
pure selfishness would come into play, and 
check the Government that fed them. Now, 
they found that the Government ho.d got into 
an improvident state, and could not serve out 
the nsual rations, but had to cut them down con
Biderahly. He hoped that it would do them a 
great deal of good ; that it wonld teach them to 
be wiser in the futnre. He thonght that if the 
Bill did no other good it would be good in that 
way. A little vinegar in their salad would be a 
good thiHg for them all. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clanse 3, as follows :-
"On or before the thirty-first clay of January in each 

year, the council of every municipality shall cause to 
be prepared and trausmitted to the Colonial '£rcasurcr 
a. Lletniled account, signed lJy the cha.il'man. and coun
tersigned aud verified by the municipal clerk, of all 
smns of money actually raised in the muni<'ipality by 
p:cucrnl rates levied under the one hundred and cigllt.y
seYenth section of the said ~let, or by special gcwerage 
or drainage rates lr-.:viccl under the two hundred nml 
fttty-sccou<l section or the said Act, during the year 
ClHling on the thirty-fir;,t of December then last vast. 

""Gpon receipt of snclt account, the Covernor may, 
br warrant utulcr hb; hand adares-~ea to the Colonial 
rr"rcasurcr, direct him to 1my to the credit of the mnni
cipa.l fund by way of enclmn110nt, out of any moneys 
ap11ropriatefl by Parliament for that purpose, any sums 
ot money not exceefUng a sum equal to the amouul 
actually raised hy such rates in the yc:1.r hst lWclt. 

"Provillell that in each of the years one t.hons.and 
eight hundre{l anll eighty-nine, and ono thom;a.ncl ei!!:llt 
hundrotl a1ul ninct.y, re:;:pectiYei~·. the sum of eighty-five 
thousand pounds s.hall be available for snch payment. 

"Provided also that the cndmnncnt 1myable to Inuni
cipalities. in the year one thon~nn<l eight lnmdred and 
eighty-eight, in l'espect of n1one:r rrrisel1 in the scYeral 
mnnicipalities by rates during the year one thonsand 
eight hundred and eighty-seven, shall he eomputetl and 
paid at the same rate as ir this Act had not been 
passed." 

Mr. MELLOR said that, when the Divisional 
Boards Bill of 1884 was passing through, an 
opinion was expressed by many hon. members 
that all local authorities that had emerged from 
the position of divisional hoards into municipali
ties or shire councils should not be deprived of 
the amount of endowmenL that they had been 
receiving up to that time. Ho trusted that the 
Uommittee would grant that concession, and 
accept an amendment giving those bodies the 
same rights that they hac! before. He knew that 
a good nmny divisions in the colony had been 
mer,;ed into municipttlities-for inst;mce, North 
Rockhampton and Gympie-and it was con
sidGred only right that they should recreive the 
same endo\vment that they had been receiving 
previously. 

The PRE::\iiER said the hon. member was 
quite right. He had called his (the Premier'5) 
attention to the matter a few minutes ago, ttnd, 

no doubt, it was an omission in the Bill. Several 
municipalities had been formed out of divisional 
boards, and he was snre hon. members would 
desire to pbce them on the same footing as they 
were now. The proper 'vay \Vonlcl be to amend 
the Bill to correspond with the Divisional Boarfls 
Bill. Section 22;) of that Bill corresponded with 
section 5 of the one before the Committee, and 
when they came to that he would be prepared 
to move an amendment to give effect to 
the suggestion. That had also suggested to 
him another difficulty that might arise between 
now and the next three ye>trs. Other munici
palities might be formed. \V ell, if they were, it 
wunld not be fair tll take the endowment for 
them out of the municipal endowment. Although 
they had been formed into municipalities it 
should still come out of the divisional boards 
endowment. He would be prG]Jarcd to provide 
for that also when they got to clause 5. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 4 passed as printed. 
On clause 5, as follows :-
"If the nmount. approprhted by Parliament in any 

year for the purpose of the endo1vmcnt of municipalities 
is insufficient for the paymellt of the full amounts 
lwreintofol'€ limited, tbc amounts so appl'O}Jriatcd shall 
be divjsible amongst the conncils of the sevcralmnni~ 
cipalities in proportion to the amount of the sums 
raised therein respectively by the rates aforesaid." 

'rhe PREMIER moved the substitution of 
the word "available" for the words "ap]•ro
priated by Parliament," in the 1st line. That 
was the word that was used in the Divisional 
Boards Bill. 

Amendment agreed to. 
On the motion of the PREJ\IIIER, the word 

"available" was substituted for the word 
"appropriated " in the 4th line of the chouse. 

The PRE1IIER said he had two provisions to 
add to the clause-one dealing with the cases of 
existing municipalities taken from divisional 
boards, and the other with new municipalities 
which might be taken from divisional l>oarcls; 
they were as followed :-

Provirlc<l that when the whole or anypnrtof H,flivis.ion 
1111fler the Di\·isional Boards Act of 1879 has been, or 
shall hereafter he, cou~tituted a unmicipality nuder 
the 1n·ovisions of the Loral Government Aet of 1878, 
then in each of the first ten years after the first 
constitution of ~nch didsion the council ot the 
municipality shall. for the purpose of maki11g such 
distribution. be credited with double the an10unt of 
the rates aforcsaifl actually raised in the municipality, 
and the amount so available shall be r1ivisiblc in the 
same TJl'f)portions as if such double amount llad been 
actually so raised. 

And proYided further that if, after the passing of 
this Aet, the whole or any }Jart of a division is consti
tuted a municipality or 1mrt of a municipality, the 
cntlowmcnt pa~·able to such municipality in respect 
of the area which is taken from the division shall, 
ne rertheless, be chargeable to the amonnt :tYailable 
for the purpose of the enclmnnent of divisions, in the 
same manner as if no change of constitution had been 
made. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Mr. :MACFARLAKE said when the Bill was 
on its second reading he referred to a clause in 
the Divisional Boards Bill that he anticipated 
wonld ha Ye been incorporated in the amending 
Bill. He would move the following new clause, 
to follow cbuse 5 :-

So much of the two hunclrcfl and twenty M third sec
tion of the I..~ocal Government Act of 1878 as is con
tained in the" ords-

'' And the council shall be forbidilen to proceed 
further ,vith such loan if the number of votes 
recorded against the loan forms one-third of 
the total number of votes for which voters nre 
recorded on the votm·s' roll of the munici
pality" 
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is hcrcb;· l'ClJCalcd, and the follmving enactment is su1J~ 
stiiuted t.hercfor, that is to say-

If the number of votes giYcn against the loan j~ 
greater than the number of votes giYCll in favour of 
the loan, the council shall be forbiclUcu to proceed 
further with the loan. 

New clause put. 
Mr. McMASTETI said he wished the hon. 

member had added something more to that 
paragraph. He had for;;·otten that the lwn. 
member for Ip3wich intended to move that 
amendment, although he had spoken of it on the 
previous dlly, and he wished the hon. member 
had remembered that " municipality might be 
put to the expense of a ballot by twenty rate
payers, and had moved that that number 
be extended. He (;\Ir. Mc::\Iaster) thought it 
should be extended, as it was not difficult to ITCt 
twenty individuals in a place like Brisbane-"or 
in any other municip~tlity almost, but particularly 
111 a large corrnnun1ty such as J3risbane-who 
wo~ld sign a requisition to the 1nayor protesting 
aga.Inst a loan, and the 'vhole of the ntunicipality 
was put to the expense of a ballot on the question. 
He thought the Premier should increase the 
number to 100 or 150, as twenty was altog-ether 
too small. 

The PREMIER said he did not think twenty 
was too small a nnmber. 'l'hat was not a Bill 
to amend the Local Government Act generally 
which was one on which he dared say 500 
ttmendments might be introdyced with advantage 
-that was to say to make 1t as ITOod a measure 
as the Divisionrtl Boards Bill p1~t throuuh the 
other day. The Bill under discnssion "was a 
matter that came up through an amendment in 
the Divisional Boards Bill. He believed that 
the rule, as proposed, was better than the one as 
it now existed, and if hon. members who were 
more familiar with voting in municipalities than 
he was, thought it advisable to accept the amend
ment, he had no objection to it. 

Mr. Mc::YIASTEil said he wa~ not objecting 
to the clame proposed, lmt he should like to 
have amended the provision relating to the 
nurnber protesting or petitioning against a loan. 
The number proposed he quite approved of, but 
he ob.]ected to twenty persons being tLble to put 
the ctty to the expense of a ballot for the 
vnrpose of ascertaining that muuber. 
. The, PRJJ;_:\HER: That number is quite fair 
m '" p1ttcc hke Clermont or \V arwick, or many 
other places. 

Mr. Mc::\1ASTETI: Not in Brisbane. 
New chtuse put and passed. 
The PRE:\IIER moved that the title of the 

Bill be amended so as to read as follows:-" A 
Bill to further amend the Locctl Government 
Act of 187::3." 

Amendment agreed to. 
On the motion of the PRE::\IIER, the CJUlll· 

~L\X left the chair, and reporte<l the Bill to the 
House with amendments, and with an amcncled 
title. 

'The report was adopted, and, on the motion of 
the PRK:\IIEll, the third reading of the Bill wets 
nmde an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

SUPPLY. 
Hr.:snrPTION oF Cm!ilii'l'TEK 

The PRK\:UER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that you do now leaYe the cLair, and that the 
House rewlve itself into a Committee of the 
\Vhole, to further consi<.ler the Supply to be 
granted tu Her Maie,sty. 

Mr. PALMBJ{ saicl: 1\fr. Speaker,-lt i.s 
not unusual, I think, for hon. members to take 
advantllge of a motion of this kind to draw 
attention to subjects requiring attention, ttnd I 

avail myself of the present occctsion to try and 
g-et a reply from the head of the Government as 
regards some matters that closely concern the dis
trict I represent. Accorcling· to the map of new 
electorctl districts laid on the table, and according 
to the lledistribution Bill which is now before 
the House, I stand here as three members. As 
I represent a district which is to be dhided 
into three, I suppose that l may be considered 
to have the voice of three members. Con
smjuently, I hope the Government will attach 
some importance to the grievances I am about 
to bring forward. I do not say that the district 
does not de'lerve more than three representatives, 
but that is the position of nmtters at the present 
time. The rremier has frequently given us his 
assurances, bnt nothing- lms been very definitely 
stated by him as to what action the Govern· 
rnent are going to take with regard to 
redressing son1e grievances that exist in n1y 
electorate. I have not had an opportunity of 
speaking· on the Financittl Statement, and I may 
say now that I think the general policy of the 
Government has affected the northern part of 
the col<•ny very considerably. I refer to their 
land policy, their railway policy, and to their 
financial policy for this year. The deficit is in a 
grettt measure due to their land policy, their 
financial policy hinges upon that to a large 
extent, and we know that the revenue from the 
Lands Department has been deficient in almost 
every item under the Land Act of 1884. I have 
frequently shown the hte Minister for Lands 
how that revenue could be augmented very 
considerably. I firmly believe that under the 
change which has lately taken place in that 
depart1nent some existing grie' ances will be 
redressed. I have already r;een signs of that 
within the last few days, so that, tts far tts the 
Lands Department is concerned, it is a very 
good thing- that the late :Minister has been 
removed, though I will not say that the hon. 
gentleman will be an acquisition to the \Vorks 
Department. That is a most important depart
ment of the public service, as it includes rail
ways, public works, and mines, and nnless his 
administration of that office differs very consider
ably from the manner in which he m::maged the 
Lands Department, I can only R.;cy that the present 
muddle will be greatly increased. But to return 
to the question as to how the revenue from the 
Lands Department may be increased, I would 
remind hon. members that there is a strip of 
land thirty miles wide aloug the coast all round 
from South Australia to the southern border 
crtlled the "settled <lis.tricts." \Vhy they are 
called the 'ettled districts I do not know, as there 
life is often hardest, the returns on in vestment 
the smallest, and the greatest inconvenience is 
experienced in taking upcountry. I maintain that 
much money is lnst to the department by the way 
in "hich the land in those diHtricts is rlealt with. 
From the South Australi:tn border to the Batavia 
I£iver there is a stretch of 800 1nileH f'ontrLining, at 
a depth of thirty miles from the coast, ::tn area of 
2"1,000 square miles of country. Say that only 
one-half of thftt is v::tluable land-and that is 
k,lving a large ruargin-we ha.Ye an a.rG<1 of 
12,000 sqnare miles which at a rental of 10s. per 
Nquare n1ile 'voulll bring in an annual revenue 
of £1i,OOO. A great de.:tl of that country, good 
valuable land, is occupied now, but the holders 
are pa,ying no rent, and neither are they 
1nnking any inqn·ovmnent:s on it, because they 
h:we no tenure. lJ nder the Land Act of 
lSfH, they ::trc prohibited, cts it were, from 
t>eking it up, because the land is not thrown open. 
If the present Minister for Land; will take a 
note of that, he will tincl that he would make a 
YCl'Y good Tnovc in the depart1118llt at once hy 
throwing open that land to the people to take up, 
and not define portions and say, "\Ve will give 
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you" block here and a block there," but ],,,we it 
to the people to choose what land they require 
and let them take it up in that way. I know 
there are some very good lands, and that there 
are many people in the settled districts who will 
take up those lands if they have the opportunity; 
the only hindrance to their taking them up has 
been the Land Act of 18~4. That is one effect 
of the land policy of the Government in a frtr
distant district like that, and I suppose "' similar 
thing occurs in other settled districts. Another 
matter I wish to refer to is the railway ]JOlicy 
of the Government. I am surprised that the 
Government can formulate such a railway 
policy as they have done, and then attempt 
to carry it out bond fide, as they have s"'id they 
will do. I see by this evening's p"-per that 
tenders have been accepted fen· the J<'ortitude 
Valley railway, and £175,000 is to be expended 
upon that railway, which will never carry a bag 
of corn or any produce whatever. It will 
carry a few passengers where there are "'lre,.dy 
tramways, railways, good roads, and onmibuses 
for that purpose. It is only a loop line; and for 
what purpose it is to be constructed I cannot 
make out. ·while the rest of the country is 
hungering and starving, as it were, for lines to be 
carried through it, it is proposed to construct this 
milway which will cost £175,000. I am quite sur· 
prised-in f"'ct, I am in the dark, "'nd I suppose I 
shall remain so-as to the reason why this line 
is to be carried out, unless there is something 
underneath--what they c8oll a political railw"'Y· 
I will just read the mihv"'y returns, as set forth 
in the tables of the Colonial Treasurer, on page 19, 
to show that this railway will further increase 
the percent,.ge of non-p,.ying railways in the 
southern part of the colony. The return on the 
c"'pital invested in the Southern and \Vestern 
Hailway, according to these tables, io £1 9s. per 
cent. for the year. ]"or the \Vide Bay m1d Bur
nett district the return on capital invested b 
[k 5~d. I recommend that to the notice of the 
hon. member for lYiaryborougb, wh3 was asking 
the other day when the line from Mungarr to 
Gayndah was going to be constructed ; that 
line will reduce the return to a still lower 
percentage. The return from the Centml 
n,.il way is 13s. ld. per cent. on the capital 
invested. Now we come to the Northern Hail
way. The return on the capital invested is 
£2 Ss. per cent. Now, I maintain that if the 
Government were to take the £175,000 for the 
J<'ortitude Valley milway and employ it in the con
struction of a line from Norm<tnton to Croydon 
the amount received from Northern railways 
would be increased by £1 per cont. on the c"'pital 
invested. I always understood that Governments 
were instituted for the purpose of dealing out 
fair treatment to the country they undertook to 
govern. 

Mr. BLACK: That is a great mist,.]m. 

Mr. P ALMER: It is a simple idea, I believe, 
and as the hon. member for lYiackay sug
gests, that is a great mistake. \V ell, really 
if a Government had the idea that that 
was their mission they certainly would not 
propose such railways as we see ),.id on the 
table of the House. There is a loop line to con
nect with the South Brisbane line. \Vh"'t is 
that going to produce? \Ve shall then have 
three termini to one railway. As for the rail
way to \V arwick I do not know what to 
say. Now, here is a little town which I 
hear very well spoken of. The districl is 
very pretty. It is an agricultural district, 
"'nd may be a very good one, but it has one 
raihv"'y ,.)re,.dy, and one rail way for snch "' 
sm"'ll town ought to be quite sufficient ; :1nd, 
moreover, I see by the returns prepared bst ye<er 
that it earns hardly enough to pay the salaries of 

the officbls. Yet now we 8-re going to spend 
"'nother million on a new line for \V "'rwick. 
Surely they can w"'it for a little time, when other 
parts of the country are starving for rail W"-Y"· I 
wonld like to know now whether the Government 
reallv intend to propose a rail way from N ormanton 
to Croydon. Considering the railway policy the 
Governrnent have announced, and are announcing 
clay by clay, there seems no chance for this line, 
"'nd it seems likely that it will be staned out of 
existence; whilst, in addition, there will be no 
money left to cmry out the railway from K or·· 
manton to Cloncurrv. Of course, I have hem·d 
rumours. I hear they propose to divert the line 
from Normanton to Cloncurry to Normanton 
and Croydon. I want to hear the Premier's 
reply to that rumour, and then I shall be able to 
to speak decidedly upon the matter. 

The PHEMIER : You will be able to say 
that wh,.tever the Government propose will be 
wrong. 

1\Ir. MOHEHEAD: Probably. 
Mr. P ALl\fER : I am the more moved to 

take this step because I see a probability of our 
loans failing. It is on the C"-rds that they may 
fail, if we comJmre their success with those 
of other colonies. There is where the point 
is-we should be prepared for the worst
and when this does happen what will become of 
these non-paying lines? \Ve shall h"'ve ~o shut 
them up; and how will the others be cctrrred on? 
\Vbat will then be the result to the country? 
The Government indirectly employ over 12,000 
men, and they will be thrown out of employ
ment. J<'ortitude V alley will not be able to 
support the lot of them. The country will have 
to support them in some way or other; so 
that I am really interested in dtscovering how the 
Premier ib going to meet this difficulty, and how 
he will provide for all the railways that I see 
enumerated in the schedule of the £10,000,000 
loan. I am also interested to know what steps 
he will take to carry out the line from Norman· 
ton to Croydon. I have lmd a telegram lately to 
the effect that the population on the Croydon 
field is over 7,000, and in "'nothcr twelve 
months it will be doubled. The country 
is mosy of accesd, and I believe "' milw"'y 
C"-n be constructed for £2,000 "' mile. It is a 
step I am sure the Government would be quite 
jn.stified in t"'king, and if they put "' little 
energy into the matter survey parties could be 
up there and plans prepared and approved of 
within two months, or before Parlimnent pro
ro~ues. That would be a decided step, and if 
th~y de,ired to do so they could take the line in 
hand, as they have done the Fortitude Valley 
line, mrd have it constructed in a very short space 
of tinw. 

Mr. KATES said: Mr. Speaker,-The hon, 
lllelnber has btc'""n citlng a great ntunber of l'ail .. 
ways, but he left out one, the Cooktowu .Ra~lway. 
He did not touch upon that, because rt clrcl not 
suit him to do so. I find in the published tables 
tlmt the Cooktown Railwa,y was opened on the 
13th November, 18?':5. There was a revenue for 
1883-G of £1,GOO; "'nd for lSSG-7, £7,424. Upon 
a loan expencliture, up to the 30th June, of 
£2G4,843, there was an income in lSSG of £1,G38, 
and £7,400 in 1887. 

i\Ir. MOREHEAD said: lVIr. Speaker,-I 
certainly thought that the hon. the Premier 
would h"'ve replied to the remarks that fell from 
the hon. member for Burke, more especblly, "-S 
that hem. member very fairly and very properly 
put it, that he rep_resents a brger COJ?-Stituen~y 
in area, a,nd I beheve a. larger constituency 111 

popul,.tiun, than any other one member in this 
House, and more especially also when that hem. 
gentleman brought before this House what I 
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think amounts to a very substantial grievance, 
and a grievance which I think c::m be easily 
remedied at the hands of the Government. H'e 
asks that a railway should be commenced with
out further delay between l'\ orme~nton and 
Croydon. The hem. the Premier knows as well 
as the hou. member for Burko the enormous 
population tlntt is settled ronnel Crovdon at 
the pre:oent time. He also must have" report, 
from his officers as to the natnre and probable 
future of that field, and if the reports are any
thing like those in private hrmds he must 
see that the population now there will be 
enormously increa,ecl within a very few months 
from this time. I think the people of Croy
don are fairly entitled to this line, especiaJly 
when we have reg<>rd to the fact that an un
doubted political railway has been laid upon 
the table of this House within the last few 
days; I refer to the deviation or addition 
to the railway system at South Drisbrme. 
That railway has been hurried on, to U''e 
a very moderate term, for a special purpose. 
It is no use hon. members shutting their 
eyes to the fact that those plans were laid 
upon the table to ensure the success of the hon. 
member for South Brisbane, the present :Minister 
for Lands, at the recent election for South 
Brisbane. It is well known to several members 
of this House that had those plans not been put 
on the table of the House there would haYe 
been most serious and probably fatal opposition 
to the present Minister for Lands. The Pre
mier m<>y look astonished, but I do not think 
that he knows everything. I have no doubt 
whatever that he thinks he knows everything, 
but at the same time I believe he knows 
that very strong opposition would ha\ e been 
set up against the lVliuister for I~ands at 8outh 
Brisbane had the mouths of the South Bris
bane electors not been clo•ed by this rail way. 
\V ill any member of this House tell me that this 
extension at South Brisbane is to be compared 
for a moment with tlw railways spoken of by the 
hon. member for Burke, so far as their benefit to 
the colony generally is concerned? It is, of course, 
much better ft>r the 8outh Brisbane constitu
ency and possibly for the metropolitan con
stituency, and it wns curtainly better, for political 
reasons, that this extension at 8outh Brisbane 
should be granted, than that what is a crying 
evil in the North, or, at all events, in the consti
tuency of Burke--the want of communication 
between Croydon nnd the coast-should be 
attended to. Yet, in order to secm·e the 
return of a member of the Go\·ernment, we 
are to be asked to consent to a railway 
there is no present necessity for, and for 
which in our present financinl position there it< 
no ju8tification. That cannot, for one moment, 
be denied. I will go further than that and 
will say that, had the hon, member for Bnrke 
been chosen as a colleague by the Premier, the 
railway to Croydon would helVe been grllnterl 
at once, and the railway to South Brisbane 
would have been bm·ked until the hon. gentle
men wanted a colleague from that consti
tuency, and then it would be trotted out. 
I do not wonder rtt the ~ orthern members 
becoming exasperated at the wrongs clone 
them by the Government, and at the way 
they are refused everything they ask for; and 
yet the hon. gentleman tells n,; that when he 
was at home doing the grea,t work he s ;ys he has 
done, but which he has not yet shown to the 
House, he was always thinking of what he could 
do for the North. It appears to me that if, 
as he ;ays, he has tried to conciliate the North, 
or in any way <tttempted to meet their jlmt cl:cims 
upon this House, he has shown a very extra
ordinary way of doing it. I still hupe thnt the 
Premier,' out of ordinary courtesy, as the leader 

of the House, will give some reply to the state
ment of the representative of one of the largest 
constituencies in the colony. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. 8peaker,-I should 
like to know if any other hon. members ha,·e any 
irnauinary griev~:t.nccw to bring forward. I can 
only speak once on this 'luestion, nnd I am 
waitilY,. to see if there is anything else to be 
asked, ';-o tlmt I mny answer ail at once. I was 
reallv very much ttmused rtt the speech mmle by 
the hon. member for Balonne. 

l\Ir. l'\ORTON : I hope you laughed. 
The PREMIER: I could not help lnughing. 

Are we really to understand that this is the 
latest instance of a grievrtnce to the North? lt 
is, I suppose, an injlt.''tice to the North tlmt the 
Government have not yet already commenced a 
railway from:i'\ormanton to Croydon; I am rmtcly 
to agree that it is C[Uite as sensible as most of the 
corn plaints n1ade against the Goverrnnent. This 
is really a most substantial griev·ance, that we 
luwe not yet conuuenced a rnil w:1y fr01n X or
man ton to Croydon ! \Vhat did we know about 
Croydon twelve months ago? 

:Mr. l\IORJ£HEAD : A good deal. 
The PRE:MIEU : \V e knew something about 

it. We knew it was a promising gc,ldfield, and 
we know now it is a more promising goldfield. 

Mr. P ATTISON: That is enough. 
The PUE2\IIER: Yes. "That is enough," 

s.fLys the hon. rnmnber, "rnake a railwtty to it. 1
' 

Never mind the money, never mind what it will 
cost. However, here is a promising goldfield, and 
we are therefore told we should strais:htway con
struct a railway to it, and, if that ra1lway is not 
commenced within twelve months nfter the field 
h discovered, it is brought forward as another 
instance of the cruel inju;;tice of the Government 
to the K orth, and their neglect of the real 
requirements of the country. \V ell, I am glad 
to hear arguments of that kind come from the 
other side of the House, because nobody believes 
they are sincere. There is no 1n~tn, I thiuk, in 
the comunmity so foolish as to believe thnt the:e 
is anything in thenl. lion. n1mnbers can ga1n 
nutl1ing by nutking use of argtnnents of that kind, 
and let 1nc a.sslu~e then1 that by 1naking use of 
such are;nments they are only fighting the battle,; 
of the Government, and I feel more grateful to 
them than otherwi,;e. I said the other clay, 
in speaking of what the Government proposed 
to do dnring the present sec;-;ion, that we 
would reserve the question of a railway from 
Xornmnton to Croydon till we were able to ;;ive 
the matter further consideration ; and I do 
not think it likely we cm1 propose it this 
oession, nor do I think the circmnstances of 
the country justify it. \V e bad not sut!icient 
information at that time, ancl, though we are 
likely to get further information, I clo not 
think we shoulcl be justified in proposing the 
construction of such a railway at the present 
time. Those who have been for some time in 
the colony know the history of other goldfields, 
an cl we can remember the time when the Pal mer 
Gold :Field had more people on it th'm the Croydon 
has now. There were more people at one time on 
the Hodgkin,on, and there were also more on the 
Gilbert nncl neccrly ns mllny on the Etheridge, 
which is one of the richest goldfields in the 
colony, and was thought to be quite as rich as 
Croydon. And who is on the Gilbert now? I 
believe there is an inhabitant there. The Gov
ernment cannot act in this matter on the prin
ciple of n mining S]'eculator. They bnYe to act 
cn.ntiously, and in the interests of the country; 
they :n'A not bound to make a railway because 
an apparently good goldfield has been db
covered. I sincerely hope that Croydon will turn 
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out all that it is expected to be. I believe it will 
turn out a very rich field, but at the same time 
I do not think the Goverment are justified in 
making a railway there at present and rushing 
into expenditure of that kind without more 
information than we are in possession of at 
the present time-or at all events than my de
partment is in possession of. \Vhen we do 
get more information, I hope it may be found 
that the circumstances will justify thA construc
tion of a railway to Croydon; but to bring it up 
at present as a grievance is too preposterous. I 
think the only other matter w hi eh the hon. 
gentleman referred to was the administration of 
the land. He seemed to suggest that the coast 
lands in the Gulf should be taken up m1der some 
new system of occupation licenses. I think the 
present system of occupation licenses is a very 
good one, and it was specially introduced to deal 
with lands like those. I believe a great deal 
of that land has been taken up under occupa
tion licenses, and I daresay there are alw a 
great many people up there who would occupy 
land without paying for it. We cannot make 
them pay for it, because we cannot keep a 
body of bailiffs to turn them out if they are 
not paying rent. If that is the only other 
grievance it is not worth any further argument. 
The hon. member spoke of the railway in South 
Brisbane. \Ve ftre sometimes told about the 
population in the North; but hon. gentlemen 
seem to forget there is a population in the 
metropolis. There really is a population there, 
though they may think fit to forget it. There 
are over 40,000 people in the electorates of Forti
tude Valley ll.nd North and South Brisbane. 
That, of c•mrse, amounts to nothing. 

lYir. McJYIASTER: They are not in the 
North! 

The PREMIER: Because they are not in 
the North, 40,000 people here are 'but a feather 
in the scale, while one or two people in the 
northern parts of the colony are entitled tu a 
great deal more consideration than a large num
ber of people here. \V e have had a great deal 
too much of this nonsense-for it is nothing· but 
nonsense. It is, I suppose, intended for elec
tioneering talk, but it is very foolish even at that. 
I give the hon. member's constituents credit for 
a great deal more sense than he appears to 
attribute to them. 

lYir. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
intend to keep the House very long. I was 
rather amused to hear the hon. the Premier s<ty 
this was electioneering talk on the part of the 
hon. member for Burke. \Vhy, Mr. Speaker, 
it was the hon. member himself who led 
up to it ; he said the other day that the 
Government hoped to be able to entertain the 
idea of a rail way from N ormanton to CmYdon. 
\Vas not that electioneering? If not, what "as 
it? The hon. gentlenmn knows perfectly wdl 
that ~he .G-overnn1ent had no intention of going 
on w1th 1t; they have no money, and they are at 
their wits' end to know huw to provide money 
for necessary works. \Vhat did the hem. gentle
man tell us this afternoon? That a rail wav for 
which £1.50,000 wn.s voted by the last P>trlia
ment could not be gone on with until he saw the 
state of the Loan Fund. :Fancy the Treasurer of 
the colony, also being the Premier, not knowing 
the state of the Lo21n :B'und! 

The PREMIER: One can't know eYerything· 
at once, you know. 

Mr. BLACK : The hon. member thinks he 
knows too much. He does not know as much as 
he would have people think. He presumes too 
much on the ignorance of his opponents. 

The PREMIER : There is plenty of room 
for it. 

Mr. BLACK: The hon. gentleman is not so 
clever as he thinks he is. He tries to mislead 
this House and the cmmtry on every possible 
opportunity. It was nothing but an electioneer
ing dodge the other day when he held out this 
bait to the people in the 1'\ orth. "\Vhat a fine 
fellow the l'remier must be ; he is going to give 
us a railway from Normant.on to Croydon; he 
has stated it in the House." It was about the 
biggest piece of electioneering humbug I ever 
carne acro-:..s. It was nothing but electioneering, 
but luckily there are some members in the 
House who can see through his tricks. He is a 
very amusing rnan smnetiines. 

Question put and passed. 

HI.; EXCI~LLIDXCY THE GOVERNOR. 

The PREMIER moved that there r1e granted 
for the year 1887-8 the sum of £2,010, to defray 
salarie~ and contingencies in connection with 
His Excellency the Governor. 'l'he amount Wll.S 
the s>m1e as last year. £300 had already been 
voted for the salary of the Aide-de-Gamp. 

Mr. NELSON said before going on with that 
vote he would like to draw attention to some of 
the schedules-ScheduleD, for example, on page 
5. The amount set down as ref[uired for the 
present year for the endowment of munici
palities was £80,000, and for divisionrrl boards, 
£160,000. The Chief Secretary had_ fref[Uently 
told them tlmt that was an unknown quantity ; 
but why it was an unknown quantity he Wtts not 
able to underst<tnd. \Vhen they considered the 
time of the yearthatthc Estimates were made out, 
and when they considered further that every muni
cipality and every divisional board must know by 
the month of August what would be its revenue 
for the year, and with the facilities the depart
ment had for ascertaining from those boftrds 
what amount of rates they were likely to collect 
for the year it seemed absurd to say that the 
Government could not ascertain within a small 
amount the sum that would be required to meet 
the expenditure for the year. Last year, taking 
the two together, there was an error in the 
estimate of considerably over £40,000. They 
knew at the time that it was impossible 
that the amount of £135,000 put clown for 
didsional boards could be correct, but the 
Government took no trouble to ascertain 
the proper sum ref[uired. It was perfectly 
apparent that the sum set down for this year 
would not be sufficient, and the consequences 
would be that they would be again thrown out 
in their calculations. He thought that item 
should be withdrawn and a fresh estimate placed 
before them. 

'l'he PRE2\IIER said that no doubt a con· 
siderable error was made in the estimate last 
year ; but from the information he had he 
did not think the present estimate would be 
eYuceded hy more than £2,000, if at all. 
O~:e of the lar,;cst items would he reclucoLl 
through the ba-:is of the rating in the city of 
Brisbane being con:;idcrably lower than last year, 
aml he thoug·ht the amount put clown ought to 
be sufficient for the municipalities. \Vith respect 
to divisional boards, it was very difficult to sny 
what it would be. Last yr:1.r it was £163,000, 
and he did nut know that there wtts any reason 
to expect it wonlcl be more this year. He had 
not ascertllined the figures for himself, but he 
believed they had been carefully calculated by 
the late Treasurer. 

l\Ir. l'IIOREHEAD said he had seen an inti
mation in the Southern Press, and in the 
Qncensland Press also, of a rumoured change 
with respect to the status of the Commissioner 
of New Guinea. It was stated that Dr. 
l\IcGregor was to be appointed Com11;1issioner 
at £1,500 a year, that the present Commissioner, 
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the Hon. John Douglas, was to be Judicial 
Commissioner at £1,000 a year, and that there 
was to be a private secretary at £300 a year, 
whose name also was mentioned. Had the 
Premier any information as to whether the 
Imperial Government were acting in conjunction 
with the contributing colonies, or on their own 
BCC(}Unt? 

The PREMIER said he had seen what ap
pe:cred in the Press on the subject, but he had no 
official information of which he could make use 
with respect to the proposed arrangements as to 
the government of New Guinea. The salaries 
mentioned were in the agreement made with the 
Imperbl Government. He knew for a certainty 
that the Imperial Government would not do any
thing in the matter, or appoint anybody without 
consulting the Government of Queensland. As to 
the Hon. John Douglas being appointed J udi
cial Commissioner, that was certainly a surprising· 
piece of information, and he thought it highly 
improbable. The judicial commissioner would 
probably be a hnvyer. As to Dr. McGregor being 
appointed, he WliS not in a position to say any
thing. He knew Dr. McGregor, and knew him 
to be one of the most competent officers in the 
colonial service. 

Mr. BLACK said he should like to hear some
thing more definite as to the future government 
of New Guinea, and whether the colony was 
likely to get any return for the annual expendi
ture made in conjunction with the other contri
buting colonies. The question seemed to be in 
as unsatisfactory condition as theN ew Hebrides. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD : Or Samoa. 
Mr. BLACK said the Premier might smile-
The PREMIER : I am not laug-hing. I can-

not hear what the hon. member says. 
Mr. BLACK said that hon. members should 

have some information as to the wretched New 
Guinea business. The people of England were not 
satisfied with the condition of affairs. Traders 
were not protected on the New Guinea coast, 
and it was a sort of locked-up place. 

The PRE~HER said the hon. member m:tde 
a mistake if he thought he (the Premier) 
laughed while he was speaking. He could not 
distinctly hear on account of the conversa
tion that was going- on near him, and was 
straining- to hear what the hon. member 
said. The question of the Government of New 
Guinea had been in an unsatisfactory condition 
for a long time. At present there was a corn• 
missioner with only nominal authority. At the 
beg-inning of last year the proposal;; of the Govern
ments of New South \Vales, Victoria, and Queens
land, were submitted to the Imperial Government, 
and accepted by them, with the simple variation 
of extending the term of guarantee to ten :'rears; 
and a Bill based upon that agreement was 
also agreed to by the repreKentatives of those 
three colonies in London. All that remained 
to be done by Queensland was to introduce 
the Bill and pa~s it, and when that was done the 
Imperial Government would be ready at once to 
proclaim sovereignty, omdtake the necessary steps 
for the administration of the Government. But 
the matter hung· fire because, since the proposals 
were first agreed to by the three Governments, 
there had been a change of Government in New 
South \V ales, and a change in the term of 
guarantee frmn five to ten years. As soon as he 
returned from England he asked the Govern
ments of New South Wales and Victoria whether 
they concurred in the introdnctirm of the 
Bill in its present form-that was to say, as 
agreed to by the Imperial Government and the 
representatives of the three colonies. He had 
received an answer from the Government of 
Victoria expressing concurrence, but could get 

no answer from the Government of New South 
\V ales. Within a week of his return from 
England he wrote on the subject; he had 
since teleg-raphed asking for an answer, and 
he had also asked a member of the Government 
there to procure an answer for him. He had 
at last written to :ony that if the ttssistance 
of New South \Vales could not be got the 
other colonies would have to go on without it, 
as they were in honour bound to c:crry out the 
agreement. He hoped theJ would g·et an answer 
from the Government of l'\ew South \Vales; but 
they could not allow the credit of the Australian 
colonies to be injured by the Government of one 
of the colonies declining to accord the courtesy of 
an answer. 

Mr. P ALMER said he wished to know 
whether the expenditure of £15,000 was still 
going on, llnd how the deficit was to he made up 
in case the Government of New South \V ale> 
did not keep the agreement? 

The PREMIER said that at the present time 
the £15,000 a year was contributed by all the 
colonies according· to population. The share 
paid by (lueensland was £1,200, and an extm 
£100 a~ a contribution towards the amount due by 
South Australia, which had withdnwn. At the 
present time the accounts were audited by the 
Auditor-General of Queensland and sent to the 
various contributing colonies and to the Imperial 
Government. If New South \Vales withdrew 
from the agreement-which he could not believe 
they would-then the Governments of Victoria 
and Queensland would have to consider whether 
they were prepared to carry out their bargain. 
The agreement provided for any change of that 
kind. 

Mr. i\IOREHEAD said he took it that South 
Australia had withdmwn; New South \V ales 
might withdraw; and that would leave the 
money to he contributed by Victoria and Queens
land. Victoria might withdraw, and leave the 
whole of the cost to be borne by Queensland. 
Might not that contingency arise? 

The PRE:\IIER said it was possible, of course; 
anybody might withdraw from a barg-ain, hut 
he did not think it at all probable. He hoped 
to be in a position in a few days to introduce 
the Bill. 

Mr. NOUTON said he was under the im
pression that the Government of South Australia 
at one tin1e gave a sort of guarantee. 

The PREYI:IER : Yes. 
Mr. NOR TON: But they withdrew in spite 

of that; and he did not see what was to pre
vent the Governments of other colonies from 
withdmwing too. The Government of New 
South \Vales had before now gone back on 
agree1nents rrJade by previons G·overnn1ents. 
It might be the same with regard to the New 
Guinea lJUestinn, ancl then Queensland and 
Victoria would be bound, as far as he conld sec, 
to pay the whole amount. If there was any 
danger of that they had better he very much 
on their guard in extending the time for which 
they were asked to guaruntee the money. His 
object in speaking now, however, 'vas in con~ec
tion with the reported appointment of Dr. 
l'vicGregor, of Ji'iji, as Commissioner of K ew 
Guine:c: He read the other (by, in a letter from 
the New Guinea correspondent of the Sifdney 
JJfontinu Hemld, that Dr. :'\IcGregor was to be 
appointed Commissioner ; and the writer also 
referred to the popularity of JYir. Douglas, and 
the general satiefaction which he had given. 
Certainly Qneensland ought to have something 
to say liefore an :tppointment of that kind wa,, 
mttde; and he was glad to hem· from the hon. 
gentleman that the colony would have a voice 
in it. If the Hon. John Douglas was superseded 
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in the Commissionership it would create a 
very great deal of dissatisfaction throughout 
the colony. Both in queensland and in the 
other colonies, where Mr. Douglas was very well 
known, the people had great confidence in his 
capacity to condnct the affairs of New Guinea 
as well as anybody who was likely to be 
appointed. J\'lr. Douglas was a popnlar gentle
nian, and an honourable gontle1uan, an cl one who 
understood how to conduct all the matters that 
were likely to arise there without giving offence 
to anyone who was likely to be subject to 
offence ; and he thought the colonies would be 
making a very great mistake in consenting to any 
appointment which would have the effect of super
seding Mr. Douglas. Nothing was said in the letter 
about any subsidiary appointment being offered 
to Mr. Douglas, and the impression left upon his 
mind was that Mr. Douglas was to be left out 
altogether. The business of administration there, 
where there were so few white men, could not be 
exceedingly arduous, and what little Mr. Douglas 
had been able to do, with the very limited powers 
assigned to him, appeared to have given general 
satisfaction. 

The PREMIER : The whole thing will depend 
upon the administration. 

Mr. NORTON said that Mr. Douglas would 
administrate all that was to be administrated to 
the perfect satisfaction of everybody concerned. 
It was also a cause of complaint that Mr. 
Douglas had not been allowed to exercise his 
own judgment in connection with New Guinea. 
On the coasts of those islands a number of people, 
while fo!lowingtheirlegitimate business, had been 
murdered, and almost nothing had been done in 
the way of redress. Unless New Guinea was to 
be governed on something like a system, and in 
a very different way from what they had hitherto 
seen, it would be better to throw the whole thing 
up altogether. He gave to the Imperial Govern
ment no credit for what they were doing now, 
because they refused to accede to the wishes of 
the colonies in occupying the whole of the coun
try that was then open to occupation. The par· 
ticular reason urged for occupying New Guinea 
was to prevent any foreign po\ver fron1 taking 
possession of it; but by only occupying a part of 
it another power immediately stepped in; and 
although the foreign settlement was not imme
diately opposite the Queensland coast, it was 
only just, as it were, round the corner. The 
people in the colonies had grec>t cause of dissatis
faction with the action of the Imperial Govern
ment throughout the whole of the negotiations 
concerning New Guinea. 

Mr. BLACK said that in that morning's paper 
there was a rather curious telegram with refer
ence to the New Guinea <1uestion. The telegram 
was dated "London, September 7," and was as 
follows:-

"In the llonsc of Commons last night a discussion 
arose on the l)acific Islands cptc~tions generally. ::\Ir. 
Camp bell complained that Xew Guinea had been bn~cly 
surrendered to Quccnslancl, 'vhicll colony \Vas, he stated, 
deeply clye"'l in shtvery." 

The PREMIER: l\Ir. Camp bell is evidently 
unacquainted with the recent history of Qneens
land. 

Mr. BLACK said the Premier had had plenty 
of opportunities lately of giving- Mr. C"mpbell 
some information on the subject. The telegram 
continued :-

"Sir Henry Holland, in replying, st~icl that England 
would keep Xew Guinea entirely in her own hands." 

In that case he thought they had better let Eng
land pay for it. That wlemn farce had been going 
on at the expense of the Australian colonies 
for about three years, and as far as he coulcl see, 
the stateJ of New Guinea, in connection with 

Australasia, was just as unsatisfactory now as it 
was four yea,rs ago. Hon. members would do 
well to examine into the bearing of the New 
Guinea question upon the colonies. He under
stood that whereas fore;gners were, without any 
difficulty, allowed to trade and settle on the 
German portion of New Guim'"• traders of !he 
British mce were actually debarred from setthng 
in British New Guinea, and could not set foot on 
the island without hccving first obtained a permit to 
do so, nor was any protection offered to th~m when 
thev were there. The entire J'\ ew Guinea busi
ness was a perfect farce, and he was not at all 
surprised that South Australia, seeing what a 
farce it wa,s and what a farce it was likely 
to continue, withdrew its contribution, and he 
should not he surprised at New South \Vales 
and Victoria following suit. They W(tntecl to 
know whL>t on earth they were doing with 
New Guinea, for which they were paying that 
sum every year and from which they were 
deriving no benefit whatever. It was at fi:·st 
understood that in the event of the colomes 
agreeing to subscribe £1.~,000 a year, Eng:Jancl 
would establish a protectorate over New Gumea, 
not merely over the small portion now in 
British occupation, but over the whole of it tlmt 
was then available ; and they misled the colonies 
all through. The English Government knew 
that ne"otiations were going on between them 
and the "German Government to allow Germany 
to have a portion of the island, ar:d they 
never told the colonies a word about 1t. He 
thoucrht that the sooner they asserted them
selve~ a little, and said that the continuation 
of the subsidy should certainly depend upon 
much more vigorous action in the New Guinea 
question by the Home Government than had been 
the ca•e during the last three or four years, the 
better. In fact, he would go so hr as to stop 
their contribution until that was done, and let 
l<~ngland, if she thought fit, haul clown her own 
flao·, Indeed it was a pity that that wa>< not 
m;de a condition when the British flag was first 
hoisted there by the htte Government. He 
doubted very much whether England would 
have clone it. 

The PRE:VIIER said he was afraid the hon. 
member had not nmcle himself acqmtintecl with 
the recent history of the quP,tion, although all 
the papers connected with it had been laid ~m 
the tab!t, of the House. K o matter how unsatJS· 
factory the original ne;;otiations were, thctt 
question was at an end, and they were now only 
awaiting, as he had already Haid, a f(J::t~utl 
answer from New South \V ales. The propos1twn 
made by the colonies had been accepted by the 
Imperial Government, and he hoped to be ab.le 
to bring the whole question before the House, m 
a complete form, in a few days. 

Mr. BLACK : A formal guarantee of £15,000 
a year for ten years ? 

The PREMIER said that was the proposition 
which the House bst year unanimously assented 
to. He would not believe that J'\ew South 
\Vales would p;o back upon their agreement. 
As to South Australia, it withdrew two or three 
years ago. 

Mr. NOR TO:!'\: Two years. 
The PREMIER : Two years ago, apart alto

gether from the question of the administration 
being satisfactory or unsatisfactory. 

Mr. PAL MER said one matter connected with 
1\ ew Guinea at the present time was the utter help
Je,;sness of traders who were losing their lives and 
their property, whilst no effort was mL>de .to 
avenge them or to proteet them. o.ther countnes 
seemed to be able to protect thmr subJects all 
over the island wherever they went. They also 
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Reemed to be spreading their powers in all 
dire~tions, and perhaps they would take Queens
land yet, as they were taking all the islands 
round about it. They took care, however, to 
protect their own subjects, but the subjects of 
Queensland were losing their lives and their 
property without the slightest redress. Every 
week almost they heard of murders and 
robberies, of schooners' crews being cut off 
when visiting the islands; and there seemed to 
be no word of any protection being provided for 
them or of their deaths being avenged in any way. 

Mr. NOR TON: They kill a pig or two occa
sionally. 

Mr. P ALMER said he considered that a private 
firm in Queensland had, by the judicious expen
diture of money, by their trading stations and 
the running of steamers and other vessels, cl one 
more to open up that island than the Govern
ment had clone with all the money they had 
expended. They had in the traders of Queens
land, and in their seafaring men, a very laudable 
class of citizens, who ought to be protected, and 
it appeared to him that a little vigorous action 
was needed somewhere, either by the Imperial 
Government or by somebody else in authority 
over those matters. At present the result was 
very lamentable indeed. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he should like to 
know from the Premier, in the event-which 
appeared to him very probable-of New South 
\Vales declining to pay a portion of the annual 
contribution, what would be the result? \Vould 
Victoria and Queensland carry on the business 
together? 

The PREMIER said Queensland and Victoria 
would have to act together if New South Wales 
withdrew. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I think she will. 
ThePltEMIF:R said he could scarcely believe it. 

He had good reason tocomplainofthedelay. In the 
event of;the other colonies withdrawing, Queens
land would be bound to go on alone in the matter. 
He did not believe the expense .would be very 
much and there would be considerable revenue. 
New South \V ales and Victoria had agreed to 
contribute £5,000 a year each to the £15,000, or 
a proportion of whatever was necessary. New 
Zealand and \V estern Australia had also 
agreed to contribute-New Zealand, he thought, 
for three years longer. vVestern Australb and 
Tasmania did not contribute much ; there was 
no fixed term as to their contributions. :For 
h1s own part, if it became necessnry, he should 
not hesitate to ask Queensland to undertake 
the whole responsibility. He was quite sure 
that the expenditure would not come to anything 
like the present total amount. By the terms of 
the agreement, which hon. members had not 
forgotten, estimates would have to be submitted 
to the Governor in Brisbane, and for consiclera
tion of his Ministers, in regard to all expendi
ture that was incurred beyond the salaries of the 
permanent o fficem. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD .saidh'ethoughtomownnavy 
should be utilised to redress outrages or to punish 
the perpetrators of them. Could not the captain 
or admiral, or whatever he was, of the station go 
there and teach them l\' ew Guinea polo? He 
thought it was absurd to see a vessel lying idle 
here month after month and season after season 
when outrages were being committed almost 
within sight of the shores of Queensland. It 
was a most disgrnceful state of affairs. 

The PRE:\1IER said that at present Queens
land had no more legal authority over New 
Guinea than it had over Samoa or Patagonia. 
The only connection was that it had to contribute 
to the £15,000 a year. 

Mr. NELSON said on the next page of the 
Estimates, dealing with the interest on the 
public debt, hon. members would notice that last 
year there was an excbs of expenditure over the 
amount set down on the Estimates by £21,250. 
They knew that a loan was flmtted in February, 
1887, for £2,500,000, bearing interest from the 
1st January. The half-yearly interest which 
would accrue upon that on 30th June last 
would be £50,000, £28,750 of which appeared to 
have been paid out of loan. He should like 
the Chief Secretary to tell the Committee 
under what statute the Governor in Council 
had any authority to pay interest out of lo_an. 
The Loan Act did not give them that author1ty, 
neither did the Audit Act. All that they knew 
was that the Go,-ernor in Council had taken 
upon himself to pay it, not only without au
thority from Parlimnent, but againilt the ex
pressed authority of Parliament-because the 
Loan Act expres,c.ly and explicitly laid it 
down that interest was to be pt,id out of the 
consolidated l'evenue-was to be a first charge 
upon the consolidated revenue. And here 
they had the Governor in Council arrogating to 
himself the power to make that large payment 
of £28,750, which was not provided for in any 
estimates, and which, so far as he knew, had been 
paid contmry to law. He should like to hear 
the Chief Secretary's explanation of it. 

The PRE:')HER said he was not personally 
familiar with all the details of the matter, but he 
understood that what was done was this : \Vhen 
the loan was sold the price was made payable in 
instalments extending until about the present 
time-at any rate, over the first half of this year
and interest was charged against the consolidated 
revenue in respect of the money that was in 
hand from time to time. As to the money that 
was actually received, the interest upon it was 
charged to the revenue, and in respect of the 
money that was not received it was treated as 
part of the charge of floating the loan. That was 
what he understood to be the ~,rrangement, but 
he spoke liable to correction. He believed it was 
in accordance with the practice in similar trans
actions on previous occ::tsions, and also in accord~ 
anee with the practice of other colonies. 

Mr. NELSON: \Vhere is your authority for 
it? 

The PREThii~;R said that, considering the 
matter from a common-sense point of view, the 
authority was obvious. They charged revenne 
with the money they had rEceived, and made 
the interest on the money they h~d not got ymrt 
of the charge of floating the loan, having got so 
much less. 

Mr. NELSO::'{ said he did not see how that 
could be right. The money was paid in instal
ments and was depo;;ited in the bank, and where 
was the interest that had accrued upon it? 

The PHEMIER: That is included in the 
'' 1niscellaneous receipts." 

Mr. NELSON said he wa'l sure they would 
not find it there. 

The PRE:');IIER : "Other receipts." 
Mr. NELSON : No, ID ! 'That would not do. 

\Vhether that was the practice of the other 
colonies or not he did not know. He did not 
know the statutes of the other colonies. They 
must go by their own statute, and there was not 
the slightest doubt that that payment was contrary 
to law. If the Governor in Council was going 
to handle their money in that off-hand way he 
had better take the whole expenditure into his 
own hands. It would s•we the Committee all the 
tl'Ouble. Perhaps the Premier would answer the 
r1nestion he asked the late Treasurer about si:<: 
weeks ago in regard to the £3,.500 accrued intere"t 
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on the previous loan. The whole half·year's 
interest on the loan of £1,500,000 that was floated 
in March, 1886, was charged to loan, so that they 
were actually robbing the Loan Fund to pay 
money into the revenue. Surely that was not in 
accord with justice or honesty or common sense. 

The PREMIER said he did not remember 
the hon. gentleman mentioning that before. He 
could not answer the question until he had made 
inquiries. 

Mr. BLACK said he believed those were 
somewhat <lmbarrassing questions to ask the 
Premier, and he thought they might safely defer 
the subject until next week. He was perfectly 
certain that when the late Treasurer took his 
place next week, on whichever side he chose to sit, 
he would be most happy to relieve the present 
Treasurer from the difficulties he was evidently 
getting into. He should have thought that the 
Minister for \Vorks might have been able to come 
to the hon. gentleman's ::tssistance ; but he did 
not think the financial ability that hon. gentle
man had displayed during the last three years 
was of an encouraging natt1rc. It was getting 
late in the evening, and the Premier was certainly 
embarrassed in being called upon to answer ques
tions upon subjects he evidently understood little 
or nothing about. · 

The PREMIEit: I never heard anything 
about the matter before. 

Mr. BLACK said the Committee ought to 
have a little commiseration for the unfortunate 
position in which the Premier was placed, and 
not press the f[Uestions too closely then. Of 
course they would have to be answered, and he 
believed that when the late Treasurer returned 
next week they would receive a satisfactory 
explanation. 

Mr. MO REREAD said it might be as well for 
the Premier to inform them if there was any 
possibility of a gentleman being appointed to 
occupy the position of Treasurer, or whether the 
present duality was to continue. 

The PREMIER: I propose to keep the 
Treasurership at present. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said perhaps next week 
the hon. gentleman would be in a position to 
g-ive more information in re<rard to the hw
breaking charge made by the~hon. member for 
Northern Downs-and properly so, he thought. 

Mr. DOKALDSON said he would like a little 
information from the Premier in regard to 
the endow•nents for the destruction of mar
supials. No reference was made in the Gover
nor's Speech as to the renewal nf the Act. 
Last year some £4,000 was expended in that 
direction, and he saw that the same amount was 
down for the present year. During the first 
half of the present year the expenditure was 
£2,500, and prol.mbly during the second half the 
amount woulc1 not be greater. It appe:1red to 
him thr~t the Act hac! almost accomplished the 
good purpose for which it wccs passecl, as the 
nw.rsnpials \vere now \vell in hand, and he 
thought that if the powers conferred by the Act . 
\vere continued in force for a. few years longer, if 
the marsupials were not altogether exterminccted, 
they would be checked to such an extent that 
the endowment would be very small indeed. 
It was desirable, in his opinion, to allow the 
Act to go on, a,, if it were not, there would be no 
compulsion at all in regard to the destruction of 
marsupials, and he knew that a numher of people 
neglected their interests and would not destroy 
them. 

The PREMIEH: The Act will remccin in force 
until the end of next session. 

Mr. DONALDSON said he was aware of 
that · but was there no intention on the part of 
the Government to renew the Act this year as 
had hitherto been done from year to year? If it 
were left until next year, it was po"sible that by 
accident it mi"ht be paseed by. If the Govern
ment were wiiJing to pass it he did not think 
there would be much discussion upon it, more 
particularly as it was pointed out that in future 
the cost out of the consolidated revenue would be 
so much less. 

The PREMIER said the Government did not 
propose to brincc in a Bill this ses~ion to renew 
the Act. If th;y dealt with the subject at all, 
it would be in the direction of removing the en
dowment, and leaving the Act in force without 
it. They would be very glad to do that and 
make the Act perpetual. But they did not vro
pose to take any other action. 

Mr. NELSON said that although .£2,310 was 
voted for the item before them la·'t year, £2,1GO 
was paid. 

The PREMIER said the amounts did not 
always come in exactly with the financial year. 
He remembered, in comparing the statements of 
expenditure of different years, he found that the 
amounts varied some £50 or £60. The total 
amount in three years, he believed, was not more 
than three times the amount before them. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER moved that the sum of 

£1,039 be voted for salaries and contim;encies, 
Executive Council. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he hoped the hon. 
gentleman would not press the vote then. 
There would be a great deal of discussion in 
reference to the salary of the Premier's private 
secretary, and it was getting late. 

The PREMIER : \Vould it not be as well to 
initiate the discussion now? 

Mr. MOREHEAD said they might as well 
wait and start fresh at it. 

The PltEMIEit said he did not think there 
was any necessity for adjourning. If any hon. 
member had anything to say about the private 
secretary let him say it. 

Mr. MOitEHEAD mov-ed that the items be 
taken seriatim. 

Question-That the items be taken seriatim
put, and the Committee divided :-

Ans, H. 
:J.Iessrs. Black, StCYC11S011, Sclson, ::.uorchcad, rat.tison, 

l\Ic-Whannell, l)~Llmer, Philp, 1\'orton, Aclams, Hamilton, 
Jfnrphy, Chubb, nnd Donaldson. 

Xm<. 2:3. 
Sirs. 1Y. GriftHh, -:\:Iessrs. Rntlcdgc, Jiorcton, Jordnn, 

\Y. Br0okcs, ::\I org-an, Isambcrt, Bnckland, White, Bailey, 
\Yakciield, Ala.ncl, Salkeld, Sheridan, Foxton. Dutton, 
Kates, 'rallace, Hulcock, Grimcs, :J1acfarlane, :J.Ic:Jiaster, 
and S. ·w. Brooks. 

(luestion resolved in the negative. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he did think that, after 

the want of knowledge the Colonial Treaimrer 
had shown that evening, the hon. gentleman 
"ould be prepared to move the Chairman ont of 
the chair, in order that he might be ab!':' to c~m1e 
down at the next sitting of the Comnutteo m a 
position to inform them whrrt had become of .that 
sum of £28,7i'i0. The hon. gentleman admitted 
that he did not know what hctd become of it, and 
that he did not know whether the action taken 
with reccarcl to it was legal or illegal. He (Mr. 
Morehe~ad) thought that' when the Colonial Trea
surer had shown such a want of knowledge 
on a most important item he should move the 
Chairman out of the chair, and defer the further 
consideration of the Estimates, in order that 
he might be able to obtain such information as 
would satisfy the Committee. That was a very 
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good reason why they should not proceed any 
further with the Estimates that evening. It was 
quite evident that the hon. gentleman was in the 
dark as to smne very in1portc1.nt iteins. 

Mr. IV. BROOKES said he hrtd never seen 
such n, flagrant want of logic in his life as that 
just exhibited by the leader of the Opposition. 
The Committee were asked to vote a sum of 
£1,039 for salaries and contingencies for the 
Executive Council, and--

An HmrOL'RABLll ME;I!1JER: Speak out! 
Mr. W. BROOKES said it would give him 

great pleasure to repeat it. He was in no hurry 
to go home. He felt more inclined then than he 
did at 6 o'clock to fight that matter out. The more 
inconsequent the lender of the Opposition be
came, the more determined was he (:Yir. Brookes) 
to see it through. IVhat he was s:>ying was that 
he did not see any connection whatever between 
what the hon. gentleman bst said and the pro
po·,al before the Committee. For goodness' sake 
let them keep to the question ! 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he was keeping to the 
question. He could not give the hon. member 
intelligence if God Almighty had failed to do it. 
He (Mr. Morehead) had given very good re,-,son 
why the Chairman should leave the chair, and that 
was that the Colonial Treasurer did not understand 
his Estimates. The hon. gentleman had shown 
that already. He \Vould now ask the hon. gentle
man whether the sum ]Jaid last year under the vote 
before the Committee wns not £1,08\l instead of 
£1,039 as set down in the Estimates? \Vas that 
extra £:10 pttid on the order of the Governor in 
Council? Had they Estimates of the Governor 
in Council as well as of that Committee? \Vould 
the hon. gentleman tell them why the sum of 
£1,089 was paid instead of £1,039? 

The PREMIER said it was not unusual that 
there should be a small excess of expenditure 
over the :tmount voted, and in that account the 
excess was £50. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said it was certainly usual 
for the Treasurer for the time being to explain 
to the Committee any difference of that kind, 
and to tell them whC~t was the actual sum 
expended during the last twelve months. 

'rhe PREMIEE said that was not the practice. 
It never had been the practice for the Minister 
in charge of the J1~stimates to give such infonna~ 
tion unless there was a very serious discrepancy. 

Mr. STEVENSONsaidhecouldnotunclerstand 
the action of the Premier. The other clay he invited 
hon. members to discuss the question relating to 
the private secretary to the Prime J\Iinister when 
the Estimates came on, and now the hon. gentle
man refused to discu"s the items seriatim. 

The PREYIIER : No, I do not. 
Mr. STEVENSON said it appeared so from 

the uivision which had just taken place. 'rhe 
Premier could not know what he was talking 
about if he denied that he refused to discuss the 
item. He (Mr. Stevmmon) thought it was very 
late to begin to discuss that item, because he 
knew that there was a great deal to be said. He 
thought the Chnirman ought to leave the chair, 
:1nd he would move that he leave the chair, 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

Question put, and the Committee divided:
AYES, 13. 

l\Icssrs. :!\Iorehcad, ::Uc"\Yhauncll, :Xclson, Palmer, Pllilp, 
Donaldson, l\Inrphy, A dams, Stevenson, Black, Pattison, 
Hamilton, a.nd ::Vm·ton. 

NoEs, 21. 
Sir S. W. Griffith, l\1cssrs. 1V. Brookcs, Rutleclgc, 

Salkeld, ::\Iorgan, l\Ioroton, Jordan, Sheridan, Dutton, 
Isnmbert, S. ·w. Brook~, '"~hitc, 'Vnkefield, 'Yallace, 
Aland, l\Ic~Iaster, Foxton, 2Hacfarlane: Grimes, Bailey, 
and Bulcock. 
~ueqtion resolved in the negative. 

Mr. NOR TON said he would suggest to the 
Chief Secretary that they might :1s well adjourn 
now. The hon. gentleman had beaten them on 
division, and that ought to satisfy him. He 
(Mr. N orton) was afraid the Committee was 
getting a bit crttnky. 

Mr. W. BROOKES: No. 
Mr. NOR TON said he knew the junior mem

ber for North Brisbane was. 
Mr. W. BROOKES : He has been for a long 

while. 
Mr. NORTON said that was the chronic state 

of the hon. gentleman. He had always noticed 
that when the Committee di<l get into such n, 
humour that it was not disposed to do business, 
business was not done. 

The PREMIER : I do not see any disinclina
tion to do business. 

Mr. NORTON said the hon. gentleman had 
been asked to ad i ourn. 

The PREMIER : And there has been no 
reason whatever given. 

Mr. NORTON said he would be very glad to 
give a reason. 'rh ere was likely to be a very 
considerable amount of discussion in connection 
with the matter which had cropped up the other 
day. 

The PRE:YIIER : Let us have it. 
Mr. NORTON said he referred to the em

ployment of the Premier's private secret:1ry as 
an electioneering agent. :Even if they began 
the discussion they were not likely to finish it 
tha.t night, and they might just as well begin 
when the Committee met again and have it 
out. Then he thought they would meet without 
feeling that they had been beaten. They would 
meet fresh, and the matter would be discussed 
on its merits. He did not make the suggestion 
for the sake of oppoeition, but he made a friendly 
suggestion that the adjournment should now btke 
place and the matter be discussed on a future day. 

The PREMIER said he did not see any reason 
for adjourning. There was not much to be said. 
He had very little to say. Let hon. members 
say out what they had to say. There could not 
be very many who meant to speak on the ques
tion. He had nothing to say at all. He had 
said on a former occasion what he conceived 
the functions of a private secretary to be, and if 
any hon. members could throw any new light 
upon the question he was quite willing to listen 
to their arguments. The objections which had 
been taken appeared to him to be simply 
childish. 

Mr. NOR TON said he coulcl n,ssnre the hon. 
gentleman that several hon. members intended 
most seriously to take the matter up. 

The PimMIER : Do it now ! 

Mr. NORTON: We are a little bit ruffled 
now, and--

Mr. McMASTER : IV e will cool yon clown 
on this side. 

Mr. NOR TON said the hon. gentleman knew 
that when the Committee took a wrong-headed 
notion, if he liked to call it that, business wn,s 
never done, and it was just as well to do as they 
had done on similar occ:.csions-adjourn early
when there had been a chance of having a long 
debate without any good results. It would be 
much better to re3ume business when any little 
unpleasantness which might have occurred had 
worn off tmd been forgotten. 

The PREMIER: Say out what you have to 
say by all means. There is no objection to 
saying it. 
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Mr. STEVENSON said the Premier had told 
them he had nothing to say. The hon. gentle
man seemed to fancy he not only represented the 
other side, but the Opposition also, but he would 
remind the hon. gentlermm that although he was 
the one man on the Government side he did not 
represent the Opposition. The Opposition had 
something to say on the subject. 

The PRK\liER: And I am only asking you 
to say it. 

Mr. STEVENSON said they were not pre
pared to say it then. The hun. member on 
Tuesday invited them to discuss the matter when 
the :Estimates came on, and now he was not 
prepared to let them discuss it. It had reached 
the hour at which the House had usually 
adjourned during the present session, and the 
hon. gentleman wanted the vote rushed on simply 
because he saw the Opposition side was not 
properly represented that night. The Opposition 
were not prepared to discuss the question fully 
that night, and it required to be discus,;ed at some 
length. The hem. gentleman need not think he 
was going to push the vote through, because he 
was not, and he would advi,e the hon. gentleman 
to move the Chairman out of the chair. 

The PREYIIER said was he to understand 
that the hon. member on the other side who led 
the Opposition meant to say that he intended 
deliberately to obstruct the business that night? 

Mr. MOREHEAD: 'Nhosays so? 
The PREMIER said that was what was said 

bv the hon. member who had just sat down, and 
who was generally supposecl to be in the confidence 
of the leader of the Opposition. Did the hon. 
leader of the Opposition mean to say that he took 
up that position? 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he had given reasons 
before why he thought they should adjourn, and 
he could give other reasons. IYir. Macrossan, 
the hon. member for Townsville, who held a 
strong opinion upon the question, had left the 
House at a fairly late hour. It was not be
lieved that any great progress would be made 
with Supply that night, and at one time it was a 
question whether they would get to Supply at 
all that evening, and many members went away 
with the belief that it would be merely a pm 
fm'nLd going into Supply, and that after the first 
salaries were passed the House would adjourn. 
There could be no doubt that the vote would be 
carried, but they ditl not want to discuss the 
question, which was a fairly large one, at that 
late hour. It was not the intention of the Oppo
sition to obstruct the Estimates, as they wished 
to get them through as soon as might be, and 
were as anxious as the hon. member at the head 
of the Government to get through the business, 
and let the appeal to the constituencies come on 
as quickly as possible. If the debate which was 
initiated the other evening was postponed, he 
could promise the hem. gentleman there would 
be no obstruction tu the vote ; and all they 
asked was that time should be given for 
a fuller consideration of the question, and 
before a fuller Committee than they had now. 
The Opposition considered the question a large 
one, and, holding those views, he thought they 
were not asking too much when they asked 
the Premier to move the Chairman out of the 
chair, and, as the hem. member for Port Curtis 
said, stttrt afresh on the subject when they next 
went into Committee of Supply. 

The PRE:VIIER said he was certainly wonder
ing at the tactics pursued by the hon. members 
of the Opposition. He understood the hon. 
mPmber who led the Opposition to distinctly say 
now that he did nut wish to obstruct. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : I only want additional 
discussion of the question. 

The PREMIER said he had no desire to pre· 
vent full discussion upon anything. His expe
rience had been that to prevent a full discussion 
at any time was only to bottle up mischief. He 
could not help thinking that it was the intention 
of the Opposition to obstruct when he noticed 
the unrc"sonable motions which were made just 
now. As he h"d said, he did not wish to prevent 
the discussion upon the subject, and would there
fore move that the Chairman leave the chair, 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, the 0HAIRMA~ reported 

progress, and, on the motion of the PREMIER, 
the Committee obtained leave to sit again on 
Tuesday next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. 8peaker,-I beg 

to move that this House at its rising adjourn till 
Tuesday next. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRK\1IER said: Mr. Speaker,--! move 

that the House do now adjourn. On Tuesday, 
after the formal buoiness, the Government pro
pose to take, first, the :B'isheries Bill-; I under
stancl a good many members are anxrous that 
should be gone on with. vV e will take the 
second reading of that Bill first on Tuesday ; 
after that the resumption of the debate upon the 
Local Administration Bill will be taken, and, 
if there should be time after that, Supply will 
stand next on the paper. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at half-past 10 o'clock. 




