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Real Property Bill. [1 SEPTEMBER.] Questions. 417 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thursday, 1 September, 1887. 

Quest.ions.~li,ormal }lotions.-Legislative Assembly Act 
of 1867 Amendment Bill-first reading.-::\:Iotion for 
Adjourmncnt-'l'he Laidley Raihvay-\Varwick Rail
\Yay St.ation-GunJ for ::\Iaryborough and Towns
vllle.- Petitions- Qucensln.nd Trustees and Ex
ecutors' Societ:;. .-Storage of l"arm Produce.-The 
Cairns Railway Returns.-Divisional Boards Bill
third reading.-Oopyright Registration Bill (Queens
land).-Cairns Railway Returns.-Lands Department 
Rcturns.-Bundaberg Scho~;l of Arts Land Sale Bill 
-second reading.-The Chinese Immigrants Regula_ 
tion A~t Amendment Act of 1884 Amendment Bill
first reading.-Adjonrnment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half.past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
Mr. BUCKLAND asked the Minist~r for 

\Vorks-
If a Joint Action Boa.rd is formed for the purpose of 

erecting a bl'idgc over the river Logan, from Chambers's 
Fl:tt to Logan Villa.,r:!;e, 'vill the }Iiuister be prepared to 
assist in the erection from the unexpended bridge vote? 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) replied-

As the proposed bridge would not be on a main road, 
the vote for bridges, main roads, is not available for the 
purpose. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL asked the Minister for 
Works-

·when do the GoYcrnment intend to call for tenders 
for the erection of the quarantine station on the North 
Shore at Cooktown? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied
Action cannot be taken to construct the quarantine 

station buildings until the prnposcd tramway is com
pleted. The Chief Engine,_,r has bb:n in~tructed to 
push ferward the ne;:essary plans, &c .. for the trannray, 
so that tendon; can br~ i.nvited as quiCkly as po:-:sible. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the Chief Secretflry-
Is it the intention of the Government to l)lnce a snm 

of money on the Supplementary l~:;;timates for the 
erection of a, post-otlice at llundabergf-if so, how 
much ( 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. Sir S. W. 
Griffith) replied-

In the pre•,,,ent state of the public finanCf'"' the Gov
ernment cannot undertake to place a snm of money 
on the Supplementary Estimatf"" for the erection of a 
new post-ofli('B at DunclalJerg, bnt immediate artion 
will be taken to pro\·ide sufficient accommodation for 
the public. 

Mr. SHERIDAN asked the Minister for 
Works-

How many tons of steel plates (Phillips's patent) have 
been purchased in England, and at wllat price per ton? 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS replied-
2.793 tons of plates have been ordered; tl1e pri1:e to 

be paid is £5 7s. 6d. per ton, delivered free on board at 
London. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Minister for 
·works-

1. Is there any rule regulating the extent of leave to 
be granted to surveyors employed under the Railway 
Department? 

2. If so, 'vhat is the nature of such rule? 
3. Are raihvay surveyors paid for the time during 

which they are absent from their camps 'vithout leave? 

The MINISTER ICOR WORKS replied
!. Yes. 
2. A fortnight's leave in each year, excepting ca.ses 

of sickness. 
3. lio. 

Mr. MOREHEAD (for Mr. Chubb) asked 
the Minister for Works-

1. \Vhat is the total amount of the chtims sent in for 
compensation for lands resumed for the construction of 
the Fortitude Yalley Railway? 

2. Do theswy C(nnprise all claims P 
3. What total amount has been offerecl by the Govern-

ment to the claimants? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied-
1. £98,333 7s. 3d. 
2. No. 
3. £3,30. (Offer made to one claimant only.) 

Mr. WHITE (for Mr. Kellett) asked the 
Minister for \Vorks-

Is it the ntention of the Government to bring np the 
plans a.nd specifications:~ of the Laidley railway this 
session P 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied-
As there is some doubt whether the line all surveyed 

is the cheapest anrl most desirable ronte to actopt, I 
propose to make fnrth01' examination before submitting 
for approval the plans and specifications. 

THE WARWICK RULWAY STATION. 
Mr. MORGAN said: Mr. Speaker,-Before 

we pass to the formal business, I would likP 
with the permission of the House, to give th~ 
Secretary for Public Works an opportunity of 
supplying the information he promised me 
yesterday afternoon relative to the Warwick 
railway station. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said : Mr. 
Speaker,-"\Ve all know that the \Varwick rail
way st»tion was burnt about " month or five 
weeks ago. I find that within a week after it 
was burnt steps were taken to provicle renson
ably fflir accommodation for the public until the 
new railw"'y station, in course of erection at East 
\Varwick, is completed. The contract time for 
that work will expire on the 23rd November 
next, and consequently between the time of the 
burning of the old station and the time the new 
one will be ready the public have to be provided 
with reasonable accommodfttion ; but there is no 
justification for any extravagant expenditure for 
the tem1Jorary convenience of the public. "\Vithin 
a week or ten days flfter the burning of the stfltion, 
temporary provision WfiS made Ly the erection 
of " dining-room, kitchen, closets, and ladies' 
waiting ro(n11, giving fair aeconnnodation, as 
the dining-room is 22 feet by 13 feet, flml the 
other rooms 8 feet by 14 feet. That was rnn 
up within ten clays after the burning of the 
station, and I think the department has been very 
prompt in providing for the tempomry accom
modation of the public. I find that there will 
proLably be .some rooms in the new railway station 
avflilable for the convenience of the public in about 
three weeks' time if the contractor does not object 
to their being used before he hands over his 
work. In the meantime the public should ]Je 
pretJared to meet with the trifling inconvenience 
inseparable from " makeshift building until the 
new building is ready for their accommodfttion. 
I may say that the officers of the department 
are the l'ersoris most seriously inconvenienced at 
present, as they are jammed into a corner and 
hflve scarcely room to carry on the station and 
telegraphic wcrk. Son1e slight in con vttnience 
must be put up with until the new station is 
ready. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed 

to:-
By the PHK\J:IER-
1. rrhat this House ·wilJ, at its next sitting, resolve 

itself intD a Committee of the ·whole to consider the 
desirableness of introducing a Dill to amend. the law 
relating to the endowments of municipalities. 

2. That leave be given to introduce a Bill to rrYive 
the operation of certain provisions of the Legislative 
Assembly Act of 1867. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT OF 1867 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

J!'IRS'£ READING. 

The PREMIER presented this Bill, and 
moved that it be read a first time. 

Question pnt and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the second 

reading of the Bill was made an Order of the 
Day for Tuesday next. 

MOTION FOR ADJOUlWME:t\T. 
THE LAIDLEY RAIJ,WAY.-\VARWICK HAlLWAY 

STATION.-GGNS ]'OR MARYBOROUGH AND 

'.fOWNSVILLE. 

1\fr. KELLETT sftid: Mr. Speaker,--I wish 
to allude to a certain matter, and I will conclude 
with the uRufll motion. I W11S absent just now 
when the question I gave notice of yesterday 
was answered, and, having seen the answer 
given. it is evident the question has not be€1n 
properly understood. The question! gave notice 
of was:-

"Is it the intention of the GoYernment to bring up 
the plans and specifications of the Laidley railway this 
session ?'' 
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The answer given by the Minister for \Vorks is 
this:-

" As there is some doubt whether the line as sur
veyed is the cheapest and most desir<Lblc route to take, 
I shall make furtncr invco;tigatiou before I submit the 
plan;:, a.sked for." 

That is no answer to my question whether the 
plans will be submitted this session or not. I 
think a fair amwer should be given to a fair 
question. I do not think there can he much 
doubt about the best survev, as the whole valley 
has been eurveyed backwards and forwards in 
all directions. Last session another survey was 
to be made, and was made and comvleted, and 
from my own knowledge I know there can be 
no question about the best route and no 
need for other survevs. \Vhat I wanted to 
know was whet her the plans would be laid 
on the table this session. This rail way was 
passed by the largest majority in f:wour of 
any railway passed in this House-28 to 10; and 
tha late esteemt'd Minister for \Yorks stated that 
it would be one of the first rail way plans sub
mitted to the House this session. Unfortu
nately he is not now here, and this is the sort of 
answer I get to my question. I beg to move the 
adjournment of the I-lou:oe. 

The J\II~ISTER FOR WORKS said : Mr. 
Speaker,-The question has been raised on 
more than one oocaBion in this House and 
out of it as to whether the route suneyod 
by the milwa,y surveys is the correct one to 
follow or not. It has been asserto.J by those 
who know the district, and notably by one of 
the members for the district, Mr. 'White, that 
the route selected is the wrong one. Mr. \Vhite 
has represented that the route selected is the 
'vrong one so far a~ cheapneRs of construction is 
concerned, and that is a most important thing 
to con8ider in an agricultural district. 'rhe hon. 
member may be right or the surveyors may be 
right,_ and possibly by examination an ordinary 
pract10al man-and I fancy I am one-may 
be able to see whether there is anythin~ in 
the contention of the hon. memher or nnot. 
Before the plans 'U'O laid on the table, there
fore, I am deter1nined to go up and have a look 
at the route, and see if there is anything in the 
objection taken to it ; and until that is done I 
cannot say when the plans will be laid on the 
table. I will take the earlie~t opportunity to go 
up a11d inspect the route, and the plans will be 
submitted to the House as soon after that as 
possible. 

The Ho;~~. G. THOR~ said: Mr. Speaker,
It does seem to be a most extraordinary thing 
that the only two rail ways promised this session 
are in places where two elections were coming 
off-in the Darling Downs district nt \V nrwick 
and at South Brisbane. 

'rhe PREMIER : They were promised before 
either of the elections were drettmt of. 

The Ho;~~. G. THOR:'{: All the other railways 
were promised last session also. It seems to me 
an extraordinary thing that the leader of the 
Opposition should have allowed this matter to 
escape his attention, So far as this Laidley line 
is concerned, I think there can be no question 
that a proper survey has already been made, and 
I hope that line will receive the unanimous 
assent of the House. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
hon, member for Fassifern forgets one thing. 
The hon. member for Stanloy, l\Ir. Kellett, 
did not vote as he should the other night, and 
therefore he must be punished for his sins some
how. His colleague is to be rewarded for his 
conduct on the same occasion by having his 
representations attended to, 

The PREMIER said: Mr. ,Speaker,-An 
insinuation has been made which cannot be 
allowed to pass unnoticed. The hon. member 
for ]'assifern said that the only two railways the 
Government speak of going on with during the 
present session are in districts where elections 
are now pending. It may be singular, but the 
hon. member knows perfectly well that the 
promise was given by the late Minister for 
vVorks l::efore his death, and that it is entirely 
owing to his lamented death that elections are 
pending in those two places. I think that is an 
unworthy insinuation, and in order that it may 
not be believed it should be at once contradicted. 

l\Ir. KATES said: Mr. Speaker,-It seems to 
me that while the promises to the North are 
being kept, and Northern railways proceeded 
with, the Southern railways are kept hanging on. 
'l'his Laidley line was passed last session by 
twenty-eight votes to ten, and I think it ought 
to be proceeded with. It is an agricultural dis
trict throughout, and I shall never oppose any 
mil way for the carriage of agricultural products. 
It is the same with the straight line to vV arwick : 
it passes through the finest agricultural district 
in Australia. The left bank of the Bremer is 
magnificent country, and the hon. leader of the 
Opposition knows quite well that Coochin is 
excellent growing country, so are Harrisville and 
Fassifern. vVhen these lines embrace agricul
tural land in the settled districts they should be 
proceeded with at once. 

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
hon. member for Stanley is qHite right in 
pressing this question on the Government. IL 
the hon. Minister for vVorks is correct in his 
information th1tt the line surveyed is not the 
right one, I should say that whoever surveyed it 
should not be employed to survey any more 
railways. Anyone who knows the district 
knows that if ever there was a simple line to 
survey, that is it. Any surveyor competent for 
hi,s work could ride over there and back again, 
and decide upon the best road almost imme
diately; there is no inherent difficulty of any 
kiml. I hope the Minister for \Vorks will go up 
at once and have the vlans laid on the table 
during the present session, so that the work can 
be proceeded with. 

Mr. WHITE said: Mr. Speaker,-The late 
hon. Minister for \Vorks was to have gone np to 
see that survey ; but the unfortunate floods and 
other difficulties prevented him. I believe that 
thQ survey was made by as clever a surveyor as 
there is on the staff, and I have no one to blame 
but the head of the department. The staff were 
kept there for weeks doing nothing, and the 
only information the farmers could get was 
that they were waiting for the inspector, I 
suppose to decide which was to be the per
nument line. The consequence was that ulti
mately they decided upon a line above the 
Seven-mile. I must say I am too deeply pre
judiced to be fit to judge, because I was so enraged 
at the way they put the line beyond the Seven
mile. I would like some practical gentleman to 
give his opinion of it; it is beyond me altogether. 
I am satisfied that no hon. gentleman could go 
up there and see it and approve of the way it is 
taken beyond the Seven-mile. If the line, instead 
of costing £1,500 or £2,000 a mile, is to cost 
£4,000 or £5,000, it is preposterous in an agricul
tuml district where there are only agriculturiats 
to get t.he benefit. They feel the soreness of this 
waste of money; they do not want a line that 
will not be remuneratL'e; they want a line with 
some chance of paying, and paying well. The 
inhabitants would be quite content to sign an 
agreement to pay 6d. a ton a mile to have 
their produce taken away; it is costing now 
not less than ls. to ls. 4d, to cart their produce 
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to the railway. It cannot possibly cost less 
th.an ls. a mile; I have had to pay Ss. for six 
mrles regularly. The railway which would reduce 
that high mte of freight would be a great boon 
to the farmers in the district. 

\VARWICK RAr"LWAY S·rATION. 
Mr. MORGAN said: Mr. Speaker,-! take 

the opportunity of this motion for adjournment 
to say a few words in reply to the informntion 
•upplied to the Honse n few minutes ago by the 
Minister for \Vorks with regard to the \Val'ldck 
railwny station. l•'rom the information he gave, 
the only inference to be dmwn is thnt I grossly 
overstated the facts of the case yesterday sJter
no'on. That I did not do. Practically, that 
stntion-yarcl is in the earne condition as it 
was the rnorniug after the fire occurred. There 
was a little gunyah promptly run up, con
structed of the damaged iron that originally 
covered the roof of the station-house; I think the 
hon. rnetuber dignified it hy the na.n1e n£ refre:-:~h
ment roon1 and ladies' \Vaiting-room. Tlwre n1a.y 
be room in it for a few bottles of whi"<ky, but I 
am certain that no lady would think of entering 
it; and that it was never intended to do dutv for 
any length of time is •ufficiently proved by the 
fact that it was placed quite away from the 
platform, which still remains intact. The station
master's office, the booking clerk's office, and the 
telegraph operator's office are all crowded into 
a little building about twenty feet square, inside 
of which there is no accommodation whatever 
for the public. I believe it was simply run 
up to protect the refreshment room keeper 
against loss; I do not know whether he had 
any interest in it himself. The J,ublic are 
obliged to get out of the train and take their 
luggage on to the open platform, and when 
the rain is beating down it is extremely incon
venient and subjects them to a great deal of loss. 
Now, with regard to the new station of which we 
have hear·d so much, and some of the rooms of 
which are to be available in a month-the refresh
ment room will be available ; there is a very 
nice station·yard being built there, and the goods 
shed and station-house are in course of erection. 
But there are no carriage-sheds and no station
master's house, and it will be six months before 
the busines' of the station can be transferred t<l 
East Warwick. In the meantime are the travel
ling public to be subjected to inconvenience and 
annoyance as at present? I do not ask for anv 
~xpensive outlay, but that a shelter-shed should 
be erected along the platform so that people may 
have some protection for them se! ves and their 
luggage. An expenditure of £40 or £50 would 
be sufficient, and the necessary work could be 
done in twenty-four hours. That is all we ask 
for; it is not very much, and I think it ought 
to be done. 

GUNS l!'OR TOWNSYILLE AND J\fAI\YBOROUGH. 
Mr. ANNEAR s.lid: Mr. Speaker,-! wish 

to refer to a little matter in connection with our 
navy before the motion is withdrawn. I brought 
this question under the notice of the Minister for 
War previous to his departure for England, and 
also under the notice of the admiral of the fleet, 
but without effect. Over two months ago, two 
five-inch guns were taken from Brisbane-one to 
Townsville and the other to J\Iaryborough-to 
be monnted, so that the naval cor]JS there might 
learn their drill; but up to the present time those 
g·uns have been lying on the w han-es in those two 
places. No effort has been made to mount them, 
though the men are anxious to learn their drill; 
and as the officers of the Defence Force are paid 
it is not unreasonable to request that the guns 
should he monnted. I bring this matter under 
the notice of the Minister now because I find it 
is of no use going to the officers in Brisbane, who 
will give promises, but that is all. 

The PREMIER: You never told me about 
the matter. 

Mr. ANNBAR: Perhaps the hon. gentleman 
has forgotten, but I made a special visit to his 
office previous to his departure for England. I 
also saw the admiral. and he said it would be 
attended to; but nothing has been done. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Do you mean the 
admiral of the horse-marines? 

Mr. KELLETT said: J\Ir. Speaker,-! am 
perfectly satisfied at present with the reply given 
by the J\Iinic;ter for \Vorks; bnt I will not give 
him any peace till he has fulfilled his promise. 
In reference to a rem>~rk of the leader of the 
Opposition, I may say that I rlo not take this as 
a J>Unishment for my sins. I do not think I have 
sinned ag>tinst the Government ; I think I have 
aBSistecl them 'lt the present time in giving up 
their prnposed land tax and changing their 
tactic,, I hove the ::\Iinister for \Vorks will come 
to Laidlev Creek as soon as he can and judg·e for 
himself ,vhat ought to be done. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

PETITION. 
QUEENSLAND TRUSTEES AND EXECUTORS' 

SociETY. 
Mr. CHUBB presented a petition asking for 

leave to introduce a Bill to confer certain favours 
upon the Queensland Trustees and Executors' 
Society, Limited, and moved that it be received. 

Question put and passed. 

STORAGJ~ OF FARM PRODUCE. 

Mr. KATES, in moving-
That, in the opinion of the House, it is very desir

able that a depOt be erected at the metropolitan ter
minus of our ~outbern and 1Vestern Railway for the 
storage of farm prod nee coming down by that line; 
whereby the producers may be relieved from being com
pelled to submit to foreed sales of their goods, and 
whereby th\:·y may be placed on equal footing with the 
farmers of other colonies, by gaining, for a reasonable 
consideration, sufficient time to offer their produce 
direct to intencling buyers and consnmers-

said: Mr. Speaker,-I think this motion will 
commend itself to the favourable consideration 
of hon. members. It is for the purpose of giving 
relief to farmers and producers in a cert:.in direc
tion without loss to the country. It often happens 
ths.t in wet weather, when there are bctd roads, 
lar;;Qqmmtities of farm produce accumulate in the 
brmers' barns; ami when the weather c!Pars up 
and the roads become passable, large quantities 
come to Brisbane for sale. It may happen at 
the same time that quantities come by sea from 
New Zealand, Victoria, and other places, to 
onr wharves, thereb~" flooding the market, 
and making farm produce almost unsaleable. 
According to the regulations of the Rcilway 
Department only six hours are allowed for 
the removal of produce; and if it is not 
removed "ithin that time the owners are 
liable to the payment of a large sum by 
way of demurrage. A great deal of farm 
produce is worth only £3 or £•! a ton, and 
if the carriage is £1 a ton, and storage 
another £1 per ton, there is very little left for 
the farmer, who has only three alternatives
either to store it at the railway and vay a high 
charge, to submit to forced gale8, or to fall into 
the hands of the middleman, the commission 
agent. All these courses are objectionable 
in the highest degree. I do not say that all 
commission agents and produce dealers are 
unscrupulous men ; there are some honourable 
men among them in Brisbane who are of 
grent advnntage to prcducers, hut there are also 
a great many unscrupulous men among them. 
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During the exhibition week some farmers from 
the Clifton district told me that they had sent 
down quantities of maize and hay to certain 
produce dealers, one item amounting to £40, and 
when they went for their money they were 
offered 30s. It transpired that the selfs,tme man 
had been in the insolvent court for the last 
twelve months. My object is to avoirl these 
troubles to the farmer and producer ; and I 
propose that the Govemment shall erect a 
depot for the storage of farm produce at the 
terminus of our Southern and \Vestern .Rail
way, to give producers time to find a better 
market. Such dep6t need not be a very elabo
rate building, but it shoulcl)Je a substantial build
ing, at a cost of about £6,000 or £7,000. That 
department should contain something like 100 
stalls, each stall to hold say nine or ten tons of 
stuff; and the producer should be able to rent a 
stall at, say, 3s. or 4s. a week. The rent at 3s. 
a week would amount to something like £750 
a year, which would pay the interest on the cost 
of construction and leave a balance of £300 a 
year to the department, part of which might be 
paid for the neceasary attendants. So that the 
work would not only be a benefit to the farmer, 
but the country would lose nothing by it. I 
propose ttlso that there should be a train running 
from the farming centres once or twice a week to 
relieve those centres, arriving here on Raturdtty 
morning in time for mttrket ; ttlso that the farmer 
who sends a certain amount of produce by train 
should have the privilege of travelling in the 
same train free of charge, so as to ttttend the 
sales on the Saturday morning. I do not ask 
this as a privilege; I claim it as a right for 
the producer. '£hose farmers and producers 
are the customers and clients of the depart
ment, and the department is in duty bound to 
provide them with additional accommodation. 
We have been assisting the merchants in various 
ways. \V e spend large sums of money annually 
in subsidising mail stemners almost exclusively 
for the benefit of merchants and traders. \V e 
have been spending large surns of 1noney, at a 
considerable loss to the State, in the extension 
of telegraphic communication from the most 
southern to the most north em part of the colony ; 
abu for the benerit, almo-;t exclusively, of mer
chants and traders. And I clo not think it is too 
much for me to ask the GovArnment to erect a 
depot, under the conditions I l"ave mentioned, 
which will be reproductive in time, and which 
will be a great boon to the farmers ctnd producers 
of the colony. The :Minister for Lands, during 
the debate on the }'in:cncial St::ttement, told us 
that the rate for the ('.11-ria;;e of agricultural pro
duce in (,lueensluncl was lowH than in any other 
country in Australia. I hold in my hand "'book 
which I h::tve received fron1 ~Ir. Spcight, the 
chainna.n of the board of rail wn.y n1annge1nent 
in Victoria, from which it can be seen tlmt 
agricultural produce is carried in Victoria 25 
per cent. less than it is carrier1 in Queensland. 
Speaking on this subject remincls me th:•t the 
time has arrived when a Bill should be intro
duced into the House to make better provision 
for the construction, maintenance, and manage
ment of our i::ltate railways. It is not now 
as it was twenty years ago. Twenty years 
ago \VB had only 1:30 1nile:-:; of raih1.·ay; n0w we 
have between 1,GOO and 1,700 miles. The busi
ness has asstuned enor1nous proportion,", a,nd is 
now fa.r n1ore than one 1nan can n1anage. But 
how is it managed? A member of l'ariiament 
who has, perhaps, ha(l no con1mercial training, 
and who has never before had anything to do 
with raihvay n1ana,gen1ent, i~ appoint•xl ~Iinister 
for \Vorks. ~\fter a few years, if he is an intel
ligent 1nan, he a,c·1uire::; some kno-vdedge of the 
business; when, perhaps, some political complica· 
tions arise, the Government is upset, and another 

member of Parliament comes in as Minister for 
\Vork~;, who perhaps upsets at once all the 
arrangements which his predecessor has made 
for the benefit of the traffic and of the country. 
I maintain that the time has arrived-and most 
hon. members will, I believe, bear me out--when 
the management of our raihvays should be t[.tken 
from the political h~ad of the department and 
handed over t.o a non-political body. I do 
not, of course, compare this colony with Vic
toria, which is much smaller, and where the 
railways are more concentrated, but it can 
be e,osily seen from Mr. Speight's pamphlet 
that their rail way management is far ahead of 
onrs. I find from that gentleman's report that 
the year before last the gross revenue from the 
Victorian railways wa.s £2,300,000, and the 
working expenReH £1,2S7,000, leaving a profit on 
working amounting to £1,013,000. I have not a 
word to say agninst our own Commissioner for 
Railways or traffic manager; they are both 
good and energetic n1en, hut they have been 
hampered by political heads. I know of one 
instance where the traffic manager sent in 
some very sensible suggestions to the respon
sible Minister, but they were not approved 
of, and the nntter is lying dormant still. 
\Vhen we look at the return on cr~pital in vested 
in railways in Victoria, \re find it gradually 
going ahearl. On the northern system it has 
increased from 3·12 per cent. to 3·818 per cent.; 
on the western system, from 3•80 per cent. to 
4·8 per cent.; on the eccstern system, from 2·12 
per cent. to 2·91 per cent. ; and on the Hobson's 
Bay line, from (;·43 per cent. to 7·01 per 
cent. It is rising year by year, while in our 
own rail way n1anagement it is going down, 
down, down, every year, from bad to worse. 
In 18S4 the returns on our railways were 
£3 1 'is. per cent. on capital invested; in 
1885, £2 12s. per cent. ; in 1S86, £1 15s. per 
cent. ; and, in 1887, £1 Os. Gd. per cent. I 
should have been satisfiE·d even if our railways 
had held their ground, but when we see them 
going back fr01n yea.r to yen.r w-e rnust be con
vinced that it is high time the system was 
altered in the direction adopted in Victoria, and 
which the South Australian and New South 
\Vales Go\Brnn1ents a:re trying to introduce into 
their respective colonies. I clo not see why 
{:lueensland should be the last in this respect. 
It waC' my intention, i\lr. Sp,<tker, to have 
moved in this directirm this session ; hut the way 
things have turned out-with both the Govern
ment ttnd the House upset-- -I do not know 
whether it will come on. However, I trust 
that if the matter is not taken in hand this year 
it will next year. There are many things in this 
Victorian report which bear out my assertion 
that it is desirable that our railway system 
should be jn rnany way.:; changed. Spe~_tking 
about agricultural produce, there is l11wther 
point I wish to touch upon. I find from the 
Estimates that we ha1·e endowed our new 
Departnvnt of Agriculture, which was created 
during the recess, ·with the 1nunificent sun1 of 
£1,500, out of which Ius to be p:tid the salary 
and expenses of the U ncler Secretary, ::VIr. 
JYfcLean, which will leaYe not more than about 
£300 with which to carry on that important 
Department of Agriculture for the ensuing year. 
At the sttme time we fine! that the Mines Depart
ment has been allowed something like £27,000. 

Mr. ALA~D s·tid: ::\Ir. Speaker,-I rise to a 
point of orcler. I should like to ask you, sir, if 
the hon. member is not travelling out of his 
record in introducing matters relating to railway 
management and the Department" of Agricul
ture 'mcl }fines? It is very unfair to hon. mem
bers who have business on the paper to be delayed 
by the hon. member wandering so far away from 
his subject. 
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The SPEAKER : The motion certainly opens 
out a very wide field, but perhaps the hon. mem
ber is merely introducing these matters to illus
trate and enforce his arguments upon it. At 
present it is difficult to see how the Department 
of Agriculture can have anything to do with the 
erection of a depot at the metropolitan terminus 
for the storage of farm produce, which is really 
the question before the House. 

Mr. KA TES: I only wish to point out, sir, 
in connection with this matter, that there is now 
an Agricultural Department to deal specially 
with agricultural matters, and I think I was in 
order in doing so. I was about to point out the 
difference between the amounts granted for the 
Mining Department and the Ag-ricultural Depart
ment. I have not a word to say aga.inst mining; 
it is a most valuable industry, but I think the 
difference in theamountisrathcrtoogreat, £27,000 
for the one and only £1,500 for the other. I now 
wish tosayafew words with reference to the rates, 
and I hope I am in order in doing so, as they are 
closely connected with the subject of the motion. 
\V e ail know that in the \V arwick district there 
are a great number of farmers, most excellent 
farmers. The late exhibition shows that the 
farmers of that district are first-class men, seeing 
that they took all the first prizes with their 
exhibits, especially hay and chaff. The distance 
from Killarney to Brisbane in a straight line 
is only 96 miles, but going round about by 
Gowrie Junction it is 194 miles, a difference of 
about lOO miles more than the straight line. 
Now what I want to ask the Minister for \Vorks 
is, that until we get the straight line to 
Warwick, which I hope we shall in a year 
or two, he should give ns the benefit of the 
rates for the extra distance our farmers have to 
send their produce. I ask him to waive the 
difference in rates between \Varwick and Too
woomba, and put the \V arwick people upon an 
e:jual footing with the Toowoomba people. 

An HONOURABLE 11E}fBER: You won't want 
the straight line then. 

Mr. KATES: I ask tlutt until we get the 
straight line. There is a difference of 6G miles, 
and I think if the hon. gentleman will charge us 
12s. a ton for the carriage of our produce tu Bris
bane, the same as from Toowoomba, he will find 
it very much to his advantage, because a great 
many trucks, instead of coming down empty, will 
be filled with produce, which it is desirable to sell. 
It will also create settlement, and do g-ood all 
round. This is a hint I am throwing out in con
nection with this part of my remarks. I fine! 
that in Goulbnrn, which is 134miles from Sydney, 
the farmers petitioned the GoYernment to reduce 
the rate on potatoes to 5s. They said very much 
the same as we say-that they could not compete 
with the produce coming from New Ze»land at 
a very low rate; aud rather than allow the 
trucks to go back empty, I believe the Gov
ernment of New South \Vales have consented to 
carry potatoes from Goulburn to Sydney at 5s. 
I only hope onr new Minister for \V orks will 
take a leaf from their book and assist us 
a little more, as considering that the price of 
chaff and hay is only about £3 or £4 a ton, and 
that we are called npon to pay £1 per ton freight 
in addition to storage and other charges, there 
is little or nothing left for the farmer. J"ven 
their children are becoming disheartene'l. Hon. 
members representing agricultuml constituencie,; 
are constantly waited npon by the children of 
farmers, who seeing that the farming clas' have 
not received any consideration from the Govern
ment for the last ten or fifteen years, prefer to get 
into Government offices. I mvself have fre
quently been applied to by them to get them 
billets in the Telegraph Department or some 
other department of the public service. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Why don't they go 
n1ining? 

Mr. KATES : I do not wish to detain the 
House any longer. This is a very simple motion, 
and if adopted will lead to the establishment of 
a depot, which itself will be reprodncti,-e. In 
the course of a few years it will pay for itself, 
and as it will be of great advantage to the 
farmers, I hope the Government will adopt it. 
After all, l\Tr. Speaker, it is generally admitted 
that agricnlture is the keystone of all national 
wealth and prosperity. \Vith these few remarks 
I beg to move the motion. The chief object of 
it is to bring the producer face to f11ce with the 
consumer and intending bond .fide buyer. 

Mr. KELLETT said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I agree 
with a gree~t many of the remarks that have 
fallen from the hon. member for Darling Downs. 
At the present time it i:; well known that there 
is not storage roorn enough at the rail ·way 
Rtation, as agficnltura,l produce has been corning 
down very largely of late. But I hardly think 
that this depilt principle would work so well 
as he expects. I clo not think it possible for a 
farmer to come down from the district of vV ar
wick, lGO miles, with his produce and sell it 
himself in Brisbane. I know it is an impossi
bility. I mity also say that I do not agree 
with him in what he has stated about the 
charges 1nade tu farmerR for storage and 
demurrage. In fact, I think they are very 
leniently dealt with. To my own knowledge 
it io; only when the shed is completely blocked 
with produce, and it is necessary to clear it, 
th11t they get notice that demurrage will he 
charged. At the present time there is not 
suflicient room. And as to the charge for 
storage, which the hon. rnen1ber says comn1ission 
agents make, I do not know anyone in town who 
makes such a charge, and I know a good deal 
about it. I do not think farmers are very hardly 
dealt with in that way. But, sir, I agree with 
the hon. member that the rates charged for agri
cultural produce from his district ate too much 
in proportion to the value of the goods, and I 
think that in this direction we might let pro
tection con1e in very fhirly. This is a thing we 
have in our own hands, and taking 10s. per 
ton off these bulky goods, which cere sold at a 
low price, is a form of protection the Govern
ment might very fairly concede. I think it 
would be protection in the right direction. It 
would prevent a g-reat dectl of imported goods 
coming into the colony if these rates were 
reduced; and if a SjJecial train were to 
run on cerbin days-let the department 
suit their own com enience as to that
even if special rates were charged-I believe 
it would be a gTeat induceinent to fanners to 
send their produce clown to market, and we 
should also get it in better condition. An 
allusion has been made as to whether it is not 
necessary to follow in the same lines as Victoria 
and appoint cornn1issioners to manage all our 
railways. \Veil, sir, at one time, when it was a 
new-fangled idea, I thought it might be clone 
here, bnt at the present time and in our present 
position, I do not think it would be poesible, 
becmrse they not only mana.ge bnt build rail
ways. It would be Yery dif£cult for a board 
to do what is proposed by the hon. mem
ber for Darling Downs-to reduce the rates 
in a certain direction for a certain purpose. 
No board could very well take that in hand ; but 
if the Government of the country delayed the 
construction of a line they might very fairly be 
asked to reduce the freights for a certain time. 
I read the other clay that in one of the other 
colonies a deputation waited on the Minister and 
asked that the freight from Sydney to Bourke 
-which I think is nearly 500 miles-for agricul· 



Storage of Farm Produce. [1 SEPTEMBER.] Storage of l?M'1n Produce. 423 

tural produce should be 10s. per ton. I do not 
know whether it was granted or not, but that 
was what the deputation considered a fair thing 
in the interest of the farmers, and also bec;1use 
it would result in a large quantity of goods upon 
which duty wa:,; paid being carrihl on the line, 
and it would encourage people to settle on the land. 
J believe the Government are taking it into their 
consideration whether a considerable redllCtion 
should not be made. I mention that to show 
what is being done elsewhere. I am satisfied 
that something must be done to assist the 
bnners, and it would be of great advantage 
to a::isist then1, because instead of Rending 
money to other colonies and getting no benefit 
except the small Customs duties, the money 
would be circulated in the country from the 
cities, and I believe if that was done we would 
not have the present deficit staring ns in the 
face. That i:,; the only way to enconral(e settle
ment on the land, by encouraging those already 
there by giving them greater advantages than 
they have at present. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: ]\fr. 
Speaker,-'rhe proposal of the hoD. member for 
Darling Downs ,;tripped of all its verbiage is this: 
that he asks the Government to construct ware
houses at the expense of the country to store 
the produce of the farmers. That seems to be 
the whole thing. Now, that is a principle I cer
tainly cannot ellllorse or approve of in any shape. 
There is no man in this House or out of it who 
would do more to :tssist the farmers or any other 
producers against the middlemen of the towns than 
I would. There are good middlemen, I admit, but 
I look •1pon them as the natural enemies of the 
producers, and would do my beot to assist the 
producers in every manner I could; but I main
tain that the Government has no bllsines~ 
to tctke up any particular industry in the 
country, and say that they re[[nire certain 
conveniencE•,, which should be carried out at the 
expense of every other class of people in the 
country. That is an utterly false principle to 
admit for a moment. The hon. gentleman says 
that by building a shed, storing the produce for 
a time, and n1aking- certain charges, you can 
save a considerable amount of expense. Pos,ibly 
you can, but how are the charges to be fixed? I 
venture to sny that the hon. gentleman would 
be the very first to object to the charges, and 
say that we should charge nothing like that 
mnount, as soon as the regulations were passed. 
The hrm. gentleman says that agricultnml pro
dnce ought to be carried from \Vanvick nt the 
same price as from Toowonmba. \V ell, what is 
the use of building railwctys? If eYeryone is to 
pay the -..tl.nle rate of ca.rriage for agricultural 
produce I could under,;tancl the principle, but, 
in its prc,sent shape, I cannot admit the justice of 
the principle at all. ::\Iy idea i:,; perfect fairne3s 
to everyone. Of course I think that every pos
sible conc0-<sion should be made to the prolhwinO' 
interests, especially to th<:: farmers ; but I will 
not take them uv and put them aside ns some
thing to be speci<1lly pampered and considered at 
the expense of everyone else. 

Mr. KATES: They are your customers. 
The i\Il:;'{ISTER FOR WOHKS : So is 

everyone who produces anything, and to say that 
the farmers should be specially protected is a 
principle which I will not admit for a moment, 
even although I have an agricultuml constituency 
to go back upon. Now, as to the accom
modation at the railway station, I admit that 
the sheds are not equal to the reC[nirements, 
and we have not been able to store the enormous 
fjnantities of produce that have been coming down 
during the last two or three months, or been able 
to give people sufficient time to take it away. 
We have not been able to protect it from the 

wenther, and I admit that it is necessary that 
some shed should be erected so that we can run the 
produce into it and protect it from the weather, 
and also that people may have a reasonable 
time to remove it. I believe that can be clone at 
a moderate cost. I shall be able to see the plans 
and estimated cost of what is required shortly, 
and if it is in any way reasonable the Govern
ment will undertake the work. 

Mr. KATES : That is all we want. 
The MINISTEE FOR WORKS : As soon 

as I get the cost I shall be able to tell 
the House whether the Government v,ill be 
able to undertake the work. Tlw hon. gentle
man commented upon the railway manage
ment, but I have not been l•Jng enough in 
the department, and my general knowledge 
will not enable me to say, whether there is 
anything in hi:,; remarks or not. I think, 
however, that in the main he talked rather 
wildly, and that if he had anything to do 
with the department he would have to take 
a very different view indeed. It is possible 
that. changes may be made without lessening the 
receipts from the railways, and that greater facili
ties 3nd cheaper carringe may be given in many 
districts, lmt you cannot go on building railways 
where there is a sparse population and expect 
them to make returns such as they have in 
Victoria, where there are such thickly popu
lated agricultural districts. Y on must wait, if 
you are to get any returns, and it is not possible 
to carry agricultural produce for next to nothing. 
HoweYer, something can be done possibly in that 
direction, and the rates may be more reasonably 
and eC[uitably adjusted than at present. I fancy 
so. I am not Sj>eaking with any knowledge, but 
I shall give attention to this matter, and if I find 
it can be done at all I shall be very glad to do it; 
but I will not go to the extent ad vacated by the 
hon. member for Darling Downs. 

l\Ir. GRIMES said: Mr. Speaker,-! heartily 
approve of the resolution moved hy the hnn. 
member for Darling Downs, though I cannot 
endorse all his remarks. I certainly cannot 
allow it to go forth that the Darling Downs 
is the only place that can produce good agri
cultural produce, and I think he has travelled 
outside of the lines of the resolution in 
pnffing up his district at the expense of others. 
Neither can J go with him with reference to 
granting free passes to farmers when bringing 
their produce to market, bee>:~ use if we adopt that 
plan we shonld find that they would send produce 
down for the purpose of g:etting a free pass. The 
tables would be changed. 

Mr. KATJ<~S: I would explain that my pro
position was that only those farmers should get a 
free pass who sent a certain C[Uantity of produce 
down and paid "' certain sum of money to the 
departmeut, so that every man would not be 
entitled to this concession. They mm;t pay a 
certain sum, say £3 or £10, for a certain amount 
of produce, to entitle them to the privilege. 

Mr. G RIMES : The further explanation of the 
hrm. gentleman puts quite a different light on 
the matter of free passes. Of course, then, the 
Commissioner for Hail ways must determine who 
shall have free passes granted to them. \V ell, 
I am quite prepared to say that the farmers 
are placed at some disad \'antage by the present 
system of managing this portion of the Railway 
Department with reference to the storag~ of 
prodnce. They are, by that system, forced into 
the hands of commission agents and brokers. 
That v~rbaps would not be so bad if it was all, 
hnt the lJrokers, in their turn, are forced by the 
circumstances of the case to accept a lower rate 
for the produce than the market necessitates that 
they should do. There is seldom storage accom. 
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modation at the railway station, and when there 
is, the charges are so high that they speedily eat 
up the whole value of the produce, and it is 
desirable to get it away as quickly as possible. 
I think six hours is the time allowed by the 
regulations for removing the stuff, and after that 
time the owners are charged at the rate of 2n. 
per ton per day for a very limited time. The 
broker has very little time at his dispo,sal to 
really do his best for his clients, and in this 
way the produce is offered at a lower rate 
than is ruling for prod nee under ordinary 
circumstances. In this way, when there is a 
little glut at the rail way station, the farmers 
come into competition with each other, and 
in order to remove it they are obliged to sell 
their produce at a very low rate. I see by tbe 
paper this afternoon that potatoes h:l ve been 
retailed at 3s. 9d. per cwt., and onions at 3s. That 
is the result of a bit of a glut at the railway 
station, and the farmers are forced to sell their 
produce at such a rate to have it removed. 
With r(;l.ference to the farmers being induced 
to sell the produce themselves, I point 
out that they are not able to bring clown 
sufficient on the one day. They may have 
to go six or seven miles to the railway station, 
and over bad roads; and with the number of 
drays at their disposal they could not get down 
more than two or three tons per dtty. It would 
not pay a farmer to come clown forty or fifty 
miles and pay his fare and expensf\s in Brisbane 
with a small quantity like that; but if he could 
store it at the railway station at a reasonable 
rate until he could get three or four times 
that quantity down it might be worth his 
while to come down and sell his own produce 
and get a better price for it than commission 
agents or brokers could. Another thing has to 
be considered, and that is, if the trucks are kept 
waiting at the place the produce is to come from 
very heavy demurrage iR demanded, and in that 
w&y the farmers have often very heavy charges 
to meet. It will be acknowledged by every 
one that the greater facilities we give the 
farmers to turn their produce into cash, with 
the least possible expense to them, the better 
it will be for them and for the country. I 
heartly support the resolution, and I hope the 
Minister for \Vorl's will •"ee his way to make 
a differential rate for the storage of goods as he 
does for their carriag·e, because it is rather hard 
that hay or chaff worth £2 or £3 a ton should 
have to be paid for at the same rate of storage as 
produce worth £10 or f:20 a ton. 

Mr. SALKELD eaid: :Yir. Speaker,-I quite 
agree with the motion of the hon. member for 
Darling Downs, thoug·h I think he went out 
of his way in introducing revenue matters that 
have nothing to do with his motion. I was 
afraid when the 11iniBter for \Vorks commenced 
speaking that he was cliametricall!· oppo,.ecl to 
the resolution, but I was glad to hear before he 
finished that he practically held the c,awe views as 
are expressed in the resolution; that is that the 
farmers should be supplied with a depot or ware
house in which to store their produce until 
they find a good market for it. The hon. gentle
man seemed at first to think the proposal 
a departure from business principles ; but I 
know that in England tbe practice is adopted. 
I know it was in existence twenty-five years 
ago, and is followed at the prec<ent time. 
There are large warehouses there for the storage 
of produce and grain, and managed on a 
system of stmage fees. I do not know 
whether the storage fees pay the expenses, 
but it is found that the system encouragrs 
a large traffic along the lines, and indirectly, if 
not directly, pays the rail way corn panies. I am 
quite sure there is no departure from good 
business principles in the resolution. I am not 

certain what views our present traffic manager 
holds on this subject, but he has had large 
experience of railways at home, and I venture 
to say he will heartily approve of a provision of 
this kind being carried into effect. It is well 
known that f2.rmers in the country districts can 
only get their produce to market at certain 
times, when they are not very busy with other 
work and "-hen the roads are good for traffic. 
The remit is that when they are not otherwise 
busy and the roads are guod they rnsh in their 
produce and glut the market, prices g-o down, 
and the produce is sacrificed. \Vhen rain 
sets in the supplies are stopped and the 
prices go up again, and these ext:ceme varia
tions of prices are not good either for the 
farmer or consumer. If this reoolution is carried 
it will luwe a tendency to equalise prices for 
farmers and consumers. To say that produce shall 
be removed from the railway station within six 
hours is out of the question· altogether, and the 
regubtion has, I think, beAn found to be com
pletely impracticable, and has not been enforced 
very strictly. If this resolution is carried into 
effect, and the farmer is not able to dispose 
of his produce within the six hours, he will 
httve the option of storing it; and this is 
where the Minister for \Vorks should be firm, 
and insist that certain reasonable charges shall 
be paid. I believe this proposal will very much 
help tn equalise the prices of produce to con
sumers and farmers, and will also lead to a 
largely increased traffic being done on our rail
ways. 

Mr. Mcl\IASTER said: Mr. Speaker,-! am 
sure the farmero should be very thankful to the 
hon. member for Darling Downs for bring-ing this 
matter forward. I think, however, he has over
rated the clisad vantag-e,; the farmers are labouring 
under at present. 1\o member in this House 
sympathises with the farmers more than I do, 
and I would clo everything I could to assist 
them, )Jut I do not see my way clear to assi;,t 
them at the exr,ense of the State and to the dis
advantage of other portions of the taxpayers. 
The farmers are not so badly off for storage 
room as the hon. member and other hon. 
members seem tu think. As a matter of fact 
the municipal council of Dri,3bane built a hrge 
1Lwrket for stor.:~ge romn, and none of the 
farmers "-ill go to that market with their 
produce. The council cannot establish that 
market, though for the convenience of the 
farmers, they applied to the :Y1inister for \Vorks 
to ha,ye a sicliug run into the rnarket building. 
That application was met and the siding- con
struc~ed, but the coq>Ul'ation of Brisbane could 
nnt get the 1narket e.stabJjshed. Having built it 
\vitll the ratepayers' uwney, a8 they cannot collect 
market tolb they have thought it proper to get the 
interest on their outlay by lcac;iug the building. 
\V e coni<! collect tolls from any goods that m me 
tu the market, hut we lutd no Lnv to compel the 
farmers to come to the lli:lrket, ttnd that put the 
n1unicipal cnnncil at a di,aJrantage. The Bri~ .. 
bane Corporation, finding that the farmers would 
not p •,tronise the market, offered it in sections, 
and the wholB market h,,s been let to different 
parties except one section that the corporation 
ha \~e kept for general J mrposes in case son1e of 
the farmers might wcmt to send goods down. 
The storage the corporation could chargP under 
the by-law was Gel. a ton. The goods could be kept 
there for forty-eig-ht hours, and ttfter that there 
would be a small charg-e if the goods were not sold. 
Finding the market did not take, the corporation 
have been endeavouring to induce the farmers to 
ilend thdr produce there for storage purposes, 
and the charge they have been making is Gel. per 
ton per week for maize, potatoes, and heavy 
goods, and for chaff in bales the small sum of 
2cl. per bale per week. Now, the real drawback 
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is that the Railway Department refuse to shunt 
trucks into the market except at a certain 
charge. That is a hnrdship which I hope the 
Minister for \Vorks will see his way to remedy. 
I \Vas infor1ned by a gentlcn1an who ha:;; a pnrt 
of the market that he had fourteen bales of 
hay consigned to him this wed~-that would 
be two tons- and the Railway Department 
asked 5s. 3d. to shnnt the two trucks into the 
market, or 2s. nd. per truck. Now, that 
amount a<lded to the charge would make it 
rather heavy on the Ltrmer. I cannot see 
why the Railway Department should not run 
the trucks into that market just as well as 
they used to run them on to the siding at the 
market which Mr. Midgley had near the gaol. 
However, that is a matter of detail that can 
be arranged with the department. I think 
that the farmers have not such a great deal 
to complain of for storage room. Some of the 
farmers want to become produce merchants ; 
they are anxious to form a company, and they 
want the produce men in Brisbane to join in and 
take shares. They have tried that once already, 
andfailedmiserably. Now, theMinisterfor\Vorks 
spoke of the middleman as the natural enemy 
of the farmer. I believe the middleman is the 
natural friend of the farmer. The farmer comes 
to Brisbane and sells 40 or 50 or 100 bags of 
maize, and he frequently has the money to take 
back with him. 'i'he middleman has to keep the 
produce in his store perhaps a week or two, and 
has to wait often months before he gets his 
return. \Vhat with bad debts and long-standing 
debts I think the middleman is the greater 
suffere~ of the two. 

An Ho~OURABLE MEMBER : He grows fat 
on it. 

Mr. MoMASTER : I have not seen many 
produce men getting very fat on it. There was 
an hon. member in this House repreoenting 
Fassifern who was a middleman ; he was 
n1anagcr of a farmers' cornpa.ny, and it ca1ne to 
grief, financially speaking. The middleman is 
not such an enemy to the farmer; the one 
helps the other, and without the one the other 
could not get on very well. I should be very 
glad to give every assistance to the farmers, but 
I fail to see that the country should build a 
warehouse for them free of charge. 
Ho~OURABLE ME}I!lEWl: No. 
Mr. :Mol\IASTER: 'rhat is the hon. member's 

re,;olution. 
:i\fr. RATES : No; for a reasonable considera

tion. 
:i\Ir. ::\IoMASTER: I think they lmve snfli

cient facilities afforded to them. le; it hir thcct 
the State should build a place where the Lumer 
can store his gT,ods for a very Rmall considera
tion while he hawks them round the town 
to the cust01ners~~a Lag here and a bag 
there-a bag of clmff here, and a bale of 
hay to another place ? He has no taxes to 
pay to the city, and he does not assist to 
maintain our roads. The re"olution really 
amounts to this : The State is asked tu build a 
shed where the farmer ctm store his goods while 
he goes hawking them about the town -if he 
cannot eel! to-clay, selling to-morrow. I am pre
pared to as.sist the farmerB, but I am not prepared 
to establish a warehouse for them at the expense 
of the Stat9. I agree that the railway charges 
m er the Hange ought to be made less. The 
farmers there ought to be put in some way more 
on an BC[nality with those below the R<>nge. They 
are handicn,pped in that respect, but I do not 
think they are handicapped as to the storage. 

The HoN. G. THORN said : Mr. Speaker,
One fact has been altogether O\'erlooked by the 
speakers on this question ; that is, the reason 

for the overcrowding at our railway stations. 
The re<tsnn is that our jJOrts are crowded with 
produce from abroad. I am given to underst<tnd 
ttlso that farm produce is carried from the other 
coloni•_,s to our Northern p,wts at a lower rate 
than we can send it at from Brisbane. If that is 
the case, I do n<1t wonder at this glutting of the 
railway stations. 'rhe only remedy I can s~e is 
that the Government should put a proper fiscal 
policy before the country. As I said the other 
night in my ,peech on the :Financial Statement, 
if we had a prover system of protection in vogue 
here at the present time we would not hear of 
this glut of produce at our railway stations. 
I shall not oppose the motion, but I ':'dvise him 
to withdraw it in dew of the very fa1r proposal 
made by the Minister for \Y orks. I hope 
tlmt before long there will be a definite policy 
adopted here. 'rhere are people of all shades 
of opinion sitting together in this House, 
and there is no policy binding them together ; 
and so long as this goes on so long will no settle
ment take place in the country. 

Mr. \V. BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker,
I did not expect so soon to hear such a speech 
as we have just heard from the hon. member for 
Fassifern ; but he is perfectly correct. I was 
audacious enough to say the other ni~ht that 
we might have too many farmers. We have 
too tnany farn1ers now. 

An HoNOURAm,E lYIEMBER : No. 
Mr. W. BROOKES : \V e have-when every 

place is chockfull of farming produce, and the 
only remedy is that propog;;d by the hon. mem
ber for Fassifern. \V e must protect our own 
farmers, and we must do it hy the imposition of 
such taxes as, while they may be reasonable, 
shall be certainly sufficient. If freetrade is to 
work all against our own colony, I do not see the 
sense of such a freetrade at all. 'rhe hon. mem
ber for Darling Downs has pushed the matter a 
little too far; he has asked a little too much; 
and I think, with the last speaker, that he may 
be very well satisfied for the time with what has 
fallen from the :Minister for \Vorks. The member 
for :Fortitude V alley, Mr. J\Ic:\laster, does not 
like the farmer to come into immediate contact 
with his customers. 

Mr . .!'dc::YIASTER: It is possible. 
:l\Ir. \V. BlWOKES : I was very much strucl' 

with that, and I did not like it. J'\ ow, I do not 
want anybody to come between the farmer and 
his customers unless it is ab,olutely necessary; 
and I think thiCt to force the farmer to go to· a 
n1illUlen1an indicates f""1mething wrong. If the 
farmer con sell v. ithnut going to the middleman 
so much the better-I a1n sure no reasnna,ble 
person will dLpute tlmt. But part of the scheme 
of fnt-:tecing native indu.stric,;,; and encouraging 
native pro;;rc;;;s .strikts ,-Lt the, micld]mnan; and all 
n nsonable theories with hi eh I am acquainted 
make a great point of the enormous waste of 
n1oney incurred by carrying thingH bnckwards 
and for'.':ardc'. The hams aud bacon, for instance, 
that come from New z, :eland are brought nt a 
frightful expense ; and that is all waste of money. 
I think the ti!ne has cmne 'Yhen> whoever governs 
the colony, our whole fhcal policy will have 
to be revised in the interests of the colonists. 
The interests of the colonists have gone for 
nothing hitherto, just as the interests of the 
farmers go for nothing now. The interests of 
the farmers, so far as I have !ward the debate, 
have been pitted against those of the middle
men, who do not know the difference between 
the pt·oduce of the Downs and that of New 
South \Vale3, Victoria, and New Zealand. I 
think the balance ougl1t to incline towards our 
own farmers, and I trust the time will come 
when these matters will be gone into. I do not 
think the farmers should be handicapped in the 
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way they are. \Vhat would be the use of grow· 
ing f><rtn produce ><t Rorna when the price re
ceived for it here would not pay for the carrittge? 
There should be a scale by which those nearest 
the market should have most to pay, and the mte 
should diminish the further a way they are. That 
is cornn1on sense; and those connnon-sense views 
will more and more pervade the community. 
I hope the hon. member for Darling Downs will 
rest satisfied with what has fallen from the 
Minister for \Vorlcs, and withdraw his motion, 
on the principle that if he does not accept a fair 
honest proportion of what he wants he may 
perhaps get nothing. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
certainly expected better arguments from the 
hon. member for Darl~ng Downs in fa1·our of the 
motion than he has advanced. He went on the 
one-horse idea that Brisbane is the centre of 
Queensland whither everything must be sent 
and whence everything must go. He was 
far more sensible on tt former occasion when 
arguing in favour of agricultural colleges and 
encouraging the protection of various articles 
now imported; at the same time the hon. mem· 
ber deservAs credit for bringing forward the 
motion. Immense quantities of farm produce 
are sent to Brisbane. They are bulky and cheap, 
and hence the difficulty. Formerly we had only 
one railway-now we have many bmnches in 
agricultural districts ; and the fttrmers, in the 
absence of cli versifiecl industries, have no outlet 
hut Brisbane, and the consequence is that the 
Brisbane market is flooded. A bulky article 
like hay is sent from the Downs to Brisbane, 
and cheese from New Zealand is sent to \V ar
wick and Toowoomba. Is that not absurd ? 
The consnmer and the producer live thou,:tnds 
of miles asunder, and the middleman and the 
carrier stand between them. The proposition of 
the hon. member for Fassifern and the remarks 
of the hon. member for North BrL,;bane are to 
the point. \Ve do not want everything to be 
sent to Brisbane. I would like to see centres of 
industry all over the colony. Instead of the 
Warwick people sending hay to Brisbane they 
ought to send cheese down. It doe~ not pay to 
send bulky produce long· disLances; but if the 
raw products are converted into manufactured 
articles of the highest value and m1allest 
volume, then you can stand the railway freight. 
After the promise the Minister for \Vorks has 
given to extend storage ::tccommodation, and the 
new departure which the Government have at 
last taken in looking after our own industries, 
this ought to be Hnfficieut a"mrance to the hon. 
member for Darling Downg to induce him to 
withdraw his motion. I support him w far that 
the farmers require greater :-tttention at the 
hands of the Government. 

Mr. LU:'IILI£Y lULL said: Mr. Speaker,
\Ve have had a pretty lengthy discuesion from 
the represent>1ti ves of the farming interc>9t'<, and 
statements have been made about farmers which 
I can hardly credit. I believe that some farmers 
are well olf, thriving and prosperous, und I am 
very .~lad that they should be in that happy 
conchtwn. Others, no doubt, are not. But I do 
not think that us a class they ought to have any 
special advantages granted to them at the expense 
of the rest of the community. As for farmers 
coming into direct contact with the consumers 
in town, it would be only a waste of time. They 
would do far better to remain on their farms, 
and trust to !,Otld, honest middlemen to dis
pose of their produce. I have no doubt there 
are plenty of those men here. I am not afraid of 
middlemen, nor do I consider them the curse 
of the colony, fiS the Minister for vVorks seems 
to do. What are lawyers but middlemen? In 
fact, we have to employ middlemen in every 

line of business. Suppose a grazier were to come 
down with his sheep or cattle, and distribute 
them direct to the consumer, how would he 
look? How could the wool-growers dispose of 
their wool without the aid of middlemen? In 
fact, every branch of industry-even the mining 
industry-has to depend upon them. The 
farmers have their remedy in their own hands. 
They have only to select cmeful, houPst, hard· 
working, ancl intelligent middlemen. They 
cannot expect to come clown to Brisbane at the 
expense of the State, and get into direct contact 
with the consumer. The notion is simply ridicu
lous. As for the variations in price, that has to 
be submitted to in all markets, whether for 
stock, wool, or anything else. 

Mr. KATES: The wool goes to England. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL: But in London the 

market is sometimes glutted, and the wool has 
to be sold at an unremunemtive price. It is a 
business that has precisely the same risks as any 
other business that men engage in has. IV e are 
told that farming is such a poor business that 
the farmers want ttll their sons to go into the 
Civil Service. If that is the case, they had better 
give up farn1ing and take up some In ore ren1unera~ 
tive occupation, such as mining; or they might 
become middlemen, or lawyers, or newspaper 
men, which I believe is rather a refuge for the 
destitute just at present. But I am not at all 
inclined to think that the farmers are in a 
destitute condition. I am quite sure they are 
not. l\fany of them are in a 1·ery good position, 
and they have no need whatever of any special 
pleading or special legislation on their behalf. 

Mr. WHITE said: Mr. Speaker,-The farm· 
ing community are very slow to combine for any 
purpose whatever, notwithstanding that it may 
be to their own interest to do so. But a feeling of 
dissatisfaction has arisen in the minds of certain 
farmers of late, and two or three weeks ago they 
began to form a combination for their own pro· 
tection. Shortly before this the market building 
at Brisbane was offered at auction, and no one 
made a birl for it ; but a,~ soon as the news 
of this farmers' associtttion reached Brisbane, 
the middlemen rushed off to the town cuuncil 
and obtttined a monopoly of the market for a 
whole year. This as•ociation, the committee of 
which has been formed, is to consist of farmers 
only. I believe they htt•;e refused to allow any 
business m::m to ta,ke shares in it. 

Mr. :Mol\L\STER: They have asked middle· 
1nen to corr1e in. 

Mr. \VHITE : That is not so. The middle
men have of late lost the confidence of the 
farmers by pushing imported produce to the front 
and depreciating the price of <c/ueensland pro· 
duce. They have been, as it were, crying th~ 
Queensland produce down as an inferior article, 
and selling the foreign produce at a higher price 
as a superior article, when, in n1any instances, 
the ver~· opposite was the case. 

;yrr. McMASTER : No. 
Mr. \VHITE : I am convinced that that is the 

fact from certain things that have come to my 
knowledge. I was told, not more than two or 
three weeks a;;-o, by a neighbour of mine--who 
has his b::trn full of corn, which he does not 
want to sell--that he was in Brisbane, and, like 
all farmers, wanted to know what price he might 
expect for it. He went into a middleman's 
place of business, and-farmers are a! ways back· 
ward at meeting the principals in this business 
when they have uot come to sell-asked the 
storeman what was the price of corn. The 
storeman replied that his master was in 
the office. As the farmer did not want to 
see the master, he again put the questi<>n. 
The storeman asked, " Is it Queensland 
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corn?" and, on being told that it w:1s, said, 
" vV e do not buy :1ny Queensland corn ; we 
buy nothing but Californi:1n corn." It is thus 
evictent that those men are pushing this 
imported produce to the front and getting a 
good price for it, while they are depreciating the 
value of the Queensland produce a11d compelling 
it to be sold at :1 lower figure. Consequently 
the farmers, finding their interests injured in 
this way by the middlemen, are trying to extri
cate themselves from their grasp; and the Gov
ernment will be perfectly justified in doing any
thing tlmt will enable farmers to collect their 
produce for two or three days and come down 
and try to dispose of it without being driven to 
cart it out of the railway yards at once. It is 
quite a mistake to suppose that the farmers want 
to sell a bushel of potatoes to one man and a bag 
of corn to another. That will be left to the 
dealers. 

Mr. Mc}fASTER: The middlemen. 
Mr. WHITE: No; there are a large number of 

small dealers now to whom they might sell, but 
at present they are obliged to consign to some 
middleman, who charges his own figure, and a 
very high one too, for his trouble in disposing of 
their produce. I think the motion of the hon. 
member for Darling Downs is a very good one, 
and one that, at any rate, the Government ought 
to consider very carefully. 

Mr. JESSOP said: Mr. Speaker,-I am in
clined to support the motion of the hon. member 
for Darling Downs, for the simple reason that I 
think it is the duty of the Government to give 
every facility possible for the sale of produce 
of all kinds. The merchant has every facility 
given to him; he has sheds for the storage of his 
goods at every terminus on our lines, and I do 
not see why the same facilities should not b~ 
given to the agricultural portion of the com
munity. I have followed all that has been "aid 
by the hon. members who have spoken, but I 
must confess that I cannot follow the hon. 
member for Rosewood, repre,enting as he does 
such a large agricultural constituency. As to the 
middlemen, I ha\ e nothing at all to say about 
them. That is a matter that will settle itself in 
time, as the>e things always do. If the middlemen 
have goods sent to them under instructions they 
must obey those in,tructions, or take the market 
price. Very often people think their goods are 
worth more than they are in the market, and if 
they will not fetch the price they place upon 
them then they have to lie unsold. \Vith regard to 
the price to be paid for storage and so o'n, that 
is a matter for the consiclemtion of the Govern
ment if they build the shed ; but I do not believe 
that producers will ever come down and sell 
their own produce. Some middlemen seem afraid 
that they will do so, but no such thing will happen. 
lt is impossible. No man could afford to leave 
his home and work and cqme clown to Brisbane 
and spend three or four days here to sell £20 or 
£30 worth of produce. But there is another 
portion of the produce of the colony that we 
have forgotten altogether-that is, pastoral pro
duce. I should like the Government to put on 
some refrigerating Cllrs, and to build sheds with 
cooling-rooms, so that m8at might be brought 
down and sold at a low price, and thereby do 
away with the ruinous monopoly that we have 
now. That is one of the first steps the Govern
ment ought to take-to enable prodncers to get 
to market one of the most important items of 
food-namely, me11t. 

The HoN. G. THORN: And fish. 
Mr. JESSOP: All kinds of goods. ~'l..t present 

a producer at Dalby has to pay ls. for sending 
down a sheep, and if it fetches 10s. in the Bris
bane market he does not get more than 7s. or Ss. 

I hope that before long the Government will 
take steps to provide refrigerating cars and 
receiving-room:s along the line, so that meat may 
be sent to market without being knocked about, 
and be sold at a price to suit consumers. 

Mr. BROWN ,aid: l'vir. Speaker,-In regard 
to this proposal of the hon. member for Darling 
Downs, I am r1uite of opinion that every facility 
possible should be given for the storage of pro
duce. Looking at it as a matter of food supply, 
there is no doubt that agricultural produce should 
be carried at as low a rate as possible. It is not 
a bit of use for farmers in the district of vV arwick 
or other parts of the colony trying to bring their 
produce to market if the railway rates are higher 
than the cost of bring·ing the same kind of pro
duce from \Varnambool or New Zealand. Of 
course the argument may be used, " vV e cannot 
afford to run our rs,il ways without profit," 
but I do not think tf1at consideration should 
weigh altog·ether in deciding the point, because 
we should rely for that to a very large extent 
upon the return carriage inland. The more 
produce we bring down the larger the population 
we shall settle in the interior, and the larger the 
amount of goods we shall carry back at a higher 
rate of freight; so that I think if we want to 
assist the farming industry, instee~d of talking 
about protection, we should reduce the mtes on 
their produce as low as possible. I do not know 
what the rates are, but I understand from the 
speeches of hon. members that from vV arwick to 
Brisbane they are higher than the farmers can 
afford to pay. If that is the case they should 
be reducedln consideration of the many advan
tages we should gain by carrying their produce 
at a low rate. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said: Mr. Speaker,
It strikes me from the discussion we have heard 
this evening that the time has come when our 
protectionist friends »re determined to air their 
crotchets under every kind of motion that comes 
before the House. I suppose we shall revise 
the tariff some day, and they are prepar
ing themselves and the country for the great 
revolution they expect is going to take place 
when the people who are now receiving the 
benefits of freetrade will turn round and tax 
themselves and pay a great deal more money for 
the goods they will consume in the future than 
they are payin~· at present. But the country is 
not yet re>tdy for protection. The people are a 
long way off bein;: led away in that <lirection by 
one or two members of this House who have 
alway·; held those views. The time has 
not yet come, and it will take considerable 
time before they ma11age to convince the 
working classes that it is for their benefit to 
t>tx themselves for the purpose of benefiting 
the few. The millennium has not yet come, 
2\Ir. Speaker. Hon. members have been spe:1king 
as if we were going to do away with middlemen, 
the working classes with employers, cattle pro
ducers with agents for selling their produce, and 
as if "\Ve are all going first-class to n1arket. 
Ever:y body is going to do without everybody 
else, and do their own business. But you will 
always have middlemen and others to help to do 
the business of the country. vVhile I sympa
thise with the farmers, and think the Gov!Jrn
ment should do everything for them that they 
reasonably can do, I also think that they should 
do as much for everybody else in the country. 
\V e have no more right to give advantages 
to farmers, if other persons in the community 
will suffer thereby, than -we have tn give advan
tages to any particular manufacturer if other 
people should suffer in conse~uence. The hon. 
member for Townsville, Mr. Brown, has thrown 
out a suggestion which, if acted upon, will do 
more good for the farmers than anything in the 
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way of protection. They want their rates for 
railway muriage reduced, and I think we ought to 
have differential rates to distant parts of the 
colony, so that farming populations at a distance 
may be placed in the same position as tho'e near 
the market. If we look at ,,ome of the vV estern 
places-for instance, Romtt aud 1\Iitchell-those 
districts ptty ttctually 100 per cent. more for 
some ttrticle,; they purchase than the co~t price 
in Brisbfme. They buy coarse salt in Hri,;bane 
at £3 10s. per ton, and before they get it it costs 
them £7. They get flour sent away from 
Brisbane at £10 per ton, and before they mcei ve 
it it costs £18 ; ftnd how, nnder those c.mclitions, 
are the people in those districts--brrners and 
other poor people--to live at the same level 
as those living· nearer markets ? I think we 
should have differential rates so as to encourage 
persons living in distant parts of the colony. 
It would do far more good for the farmers than 
giving them protection. 

Mr. KATES : I don't want protection; I 
want storage. 

Mr. MACFARLA?i'E: I have always found 
farmers to he as independent a class as any 
in the community. They do not want to get 
things that other people are denied, and they will 
be quite content to receive fair play from the 
Government. Give the farmers and everybody 
else fair play, and there will then be no cause for 
complaint t.hat we do great things for one class 
while another class is neglected. 

Mr. M ORGAN said: Mr. Speaker,-The hon. 
member who has just sat down has told us that 
the time has not yet come for the policy of 
protection to be adapted to our industries. \Ve 
are not asked to discuss th:tt point. He also 
told us that the protectionists never lose an 
opportunity of preaching their doctrine ; but 
sir, I think sound doctrine c"mnot be preached 
too often. I hope the freetrade heathen will 
profit by the discourses they hettr during 
the next two or three years on the sub
ject of protection t·erS11S freetrade. I do 
not see, in the motion tabled by my hon. 
friend the member for Darling Downs, any, 
thing approaching to protection. \V e are 
simply aiming to supply a means of helping 
a class of people who are of very great ad van
tage to the community a:J a whole. \V e are 
asking for a me:tns of helping them to prose
cute their industry with success, and we are 
prepared to say tl!at those pc")[Jle shall pay 
for the advantage they receive. \Ye ask the 
Govern1nent to erect st~Jrage roorn where the 
farmers will he able to store their pl'ocluce, 
and in retnrn for that they rtre prepared to pay a 

. small c mtribntion-cl<tily, weekly, or monthly, 
as the cnse may be-for the heuetit so conferred 
upon them. I rlo not see that there is anything 
Vl-'lry seriouA or like protection in th:-:tt. It ib an 
act of encouragen1ent \vhich Illa_'t" be extended to 
any industry. A great clPe~l hcts been said abont the 
independence rlf fnrmer,;. That is trotted out to suit 
the opinions of individual members. The farmer is 
looked upon as rlependent or independent, to snit 
the views of indiviclnah I do not think the fnrmer 
require~ special "coddling"; but I do hold that 
the fanner is u. 7Jon(1 fide wealth prorlucer, a,nd as 
such he is not on the same plane as the man who 
contributes ab.,olutely nothing to the wealth of 
the community. 

Mr. L UMLE Y HILL: What about miners? 
l\:Ir. M ORGAN: I sr,y that the miner is a very 

good man, an cl entitled to encouragement; but, 
1\fr. Speaker, I am now dealing with a class of 
men I know, and that is the agriculturist, who 
create'; wealth that we all afterwards share 
in, and whom it is to the interest of the 
State to protect. I think the Government 

might act upon this motion whether it is car
ried or not, as they would be giving some little 
help to the farmers, who surely are entitled to 
encouragement. There is another way by which 
farmers ~ould also be encouraged, and that is 
through the Railway Department direct. Quite 
recently, before the death of the late :Minister for 
\Vorks, my hon. friend lYir. Kates and I called upon 
him, and suggested that he might employ the 
Rail way Department to the ad vantage of the 
farming industry on the Darling Downs and the 
colony generally, at any rate during the next 
few months. vYe pointed out to him that on the 
Darling Downs there were some thousands of 
tons of as good lucerne hay as I think can be 
produced, JUr. Speaker, in any part of Australia. 
It ii< lying in stacks, and the farmers' position 
is this: :For some months past the ruling rate 
for that class of produce in the metropolitan 
market has been such, that, with the exorbitant 
railway rates rendered nece~sary by the cir
cuitous route from vVarwick to Brisbane, the 
farmers could not send their produce to Brisbane 
and sell it at a profit. They must compete with 
the farmers of the southern coloni<'' who have 
not to pay these rates. \Ve pointed that out to 
the :Minister for \Vorks 'md asked, in or<ler 
to enable those men to compete during the 
next three months on an equal footing with the 
southern producers, and enable them to clear 
their farms of those large surplus crops before 
the new crops come in, that the rates between 
\Varwick and Brisbane should be reduced from 
17s. Gd. to 12s. Gd. per ton, and proportionately 
all through the district. 'fhere promi.-;es to be 
an early spring, and the lucerne crops will be 
ready for cutting very shortly now, ;wd it is 
desirable that the farmers should get their last 
yectr's crop to market before the new one comes 
in. \V e pointed that out to the Minister, and 
also that from the Kilhtrney rail way station, 
which is 90 miles from Brisbane in a direct 
line, but which is 100 miles by the railway, 
the farmer h<ts to pay 25s. per ton upon his 
produce, while the Toowoomba farmer, who is 
10 miles further away from Brisbane, has only 
to pay half that price. 'fhat is not just 
or er}uitablc. But to go back to what I W<~s 
saying, lYir. Speaker : we asked for a reduc
tion from 17s. Gel. to 12s. Gd. per ton in the case 
of vVarwick, and proportionately in the cases of 
other Downs centres, with the object of enabling 
the local producers to clear their fnrms. The 
Minister for \Vorks replied: "If you see the 
traffic manager, and he assures me that this can 
be clone without loss to the department, I will 
clo it." I was dis11ppointecl with that answer. I 
thought that it was an answer that might well 
come from the non-political head of the depart
ment; but from a Minister who we hoped 
and expected would take a broader view of the 
u1a,tter than mere pounds, shillings, and ponce, 
I was disappointed with it. 'l'hen we went 
to the traffic nmnager, and he shower! us 
that, by running trains at that price for three 
months to nchieve the purpose we had in view, 
the State would lose a pussible £200. Now, 
by losing that !0?00 we might cut out £20,000 
or £30,000 worth of southern produce ; so I do 
not think the Minister for \Vorks took a sensible 
.-iew of the rctse. I think the State might 
submit to a trivial loss in order to benefit the 
industries of the State', The matter is not yet 
at an end; \ve propose to re-open negotiations 
with the new l\Iiniilter for \Vorks. Perhaps he 
may agree with us. It shows wht~t an unfortunate 
vosition the farmers of that end of the colony are 
placed in by the rail way rates. They are shnt out 
of the Brisbane market, except when abnormally 
high rates prevail; and the whole thing is reduced 
to this condition of affairs, Mr. Speaker: that 
the Darling Downs farmer's opportunity is when 
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produce is at famine rates down here ; and when 
his barns and stocks are filled he is almost 
praying that a famine may rule down here in 
order that he m<ty make some profit. I think 
there must be something very "rotten in the State 
of Denmark" when that kind of thing prevails. 
I hope my friend the hon. member for Darling 
Downs will not withdraw his motion. 

Mr. KATES : I have no intention of doing so. 
Mr. MORGAN: 'Ne are not desirous of 

having any cut at the middleman. The middle
man does play an important part in this busi· 
ness, and I will show you how he acts. It has 
come under my notice, and I know what I 'ay is 
a fact. The farmer ship,; his produce here to a 
man who is called a produce dealer. I do not 
say that is the rule ; but, say a produce dealer 
gets a consigmnent of some fifty bales of chafi ; 
thirty of those bales may be of the finest quality 
and command a price equal to the imported 
article, and twenty may be of inferior f]Uality. 
·what does the dealer do, Mr. 8peaker? The 
ruling rate, perh,,ps, is £3 for the best article, 
and he puts the thirty good bales in his own shop 
and retails it at £·110s. The inferior article he 
submits for sale, and he probably realises a very 
small sum for it indeed. Now, if he sub
mittted the whole together in the open market 
the good would carry off the bad, and he 
would get a fair average price all round. 
The result is this, that we have a middle
n1an who is interested in getting his produce 
from the producer at a low price, and selling to 
the public at the highest price, and the man 
who ought to get some return for his labour 
is victimised. Now, I understand that the idea 
of a depot is not by any means new and will not 
be peculiar to Queensland. These things are 
in existence not only in the other colonies but 
in England, and I believe I shall not be break
ing confidence in saying that the traffic manager 
of the tlouthern and \Vesternline, who welmow is 
a man who is always desirous of promoting the 
interests of the public, is favoumble to this 
project. He thinks it can be made the means by 
which the traffic can be very largely increased, 
and he thinks also that that can be done without 
making the proposed building any charge what
ever upon the general taxpayer. A very small 
item for charges which the farmers would not 
feel might be imposed, and the dep6t could 
be worked by the officers of the centml railway 
station. If the dep6t can be built, and, without 
injuring the general taxpayer, benefit the pro
ducer, I think most decidedly that the Govern
ment ought to lend a helping hand in doing so. 
I shall vote for the motion. 

J\!Ir. MURPHY said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I rise 
for the purpose of saying that this motion has 
my sympathy. I can speak upon the subject 
without being charged with having a motive in 
doing so, because I represent a eonstituency in 
which there a"e no agriculturists whatever. 
Notwithstanding that, my constituency is equally 
interested with the Darling Downs constituency 
in forwartling the producing interests, and there
fore, being as we are, intimately connected with 
the land, the farming class have the utmost sym
pathyof that very great producing cla,s, the wool
growers or pastoral tenants. I think, as a. represen
tative of a large pastoral district that if I did not 
rise in my phtce in the House to let the farmers an<l 
the country knnw that they have our sympathy, I 
should not he doing my duty. I think, when we 
look at the "Victorian systern of railway n1anage
rnent, and contr;.-tst it with ours, we shall see under 
what brreat di:md vantage.s we are cmnpared with 
them. I know there are miles and miles of sheds 
in the Spencer-street rail way station for the 
express purpose of storing farmers' produce. 
I know that the commissioners who manage the 

Railway Department of Victoria have devoted 
a gre:>t deal of thought to in what manner 
they can give the greatest enconragement to the 
f:trming industry in that colony, and it has only 
been since the rail ways of Victoria were brought 
under commissioners that that has been achieved. 
"\Vhen their railway system was under a political 
head there were always the same complaints from 
the farmers that we hear in this colony. They 
always had the political head getting up in the 
Hunse and making exactly similar speeches 
to that which was made by the ~Minister 
for \Vorks this afternoon ; but there is a 
very different state of affairs there now. 
\Ve never hear complaints from farmers about 
the high rates charged on their produce. 
It doe> not matter whether the farmer is nem· or 
far from the Ill~'rket, the comnris.,ioners have 
arranged to make the railw.tys pay, and yet. hi1ve 
ef]ualised the rates to the farmer who is near the 
mctrket and the farmer who is far away. They 
have differential rates. They run the rail ways 
on commercial rule~<. They know it cor;ts no 
more to load a tmck for 10 miles than for 
lOO miles. They know the further they carry 
the goods the better it is for the railway and the 
chmrper they can carry them. That is the prin
ciple tlrey have acted upon throughout. The 
main thing underlying this que;;tion is the proper 
management of oiu milways. Unless we have 
them efficiently managed we can never work 
them in the interests of the people. 'fhere will 
always be the complaint that the lines are not 
paying; but they do not pay. because. they are 
bndly managed, and I maintam that 1f we only 
place them underefficientand proper management, 
and take them altogether out of the hands of 
the political head of the department, they will 
pay. \Ve need only go to the adjoining colonies 
for exr~mples. Go to New South IV ales. There 
they are considering the very same question. 
And go to Victoria; there, as the hon. member 
for Darling Downs, 1\fr. Kates, says, the most 
valuable results have been achieved under 
the management of the commissioners. l 
have been travelling lately, and the only worse 
system of railways than our own that I 
have come across is the Egyptian system. 
They are the worst managed railways in the 
world, and the next to them are the Queensland 
rail ways. I came overland by rail the other day 
from New South Wales, and when Ilooked at the 
carriages I found them all blistered with the 
sun, cracking and spoiling through want of paint. 
I noticed everywhere when I came down the line, 
that instead of the rolling-stock being clean, well 
painted, and well kept, everything looked dirty 
and filthy. I got into a carriage at \Vallangarra, 
the new railwa.y st:ttion on the border, and I 
found ci"ar-ashes left on the seats by the men 
who hadnoccupied the carriage the day before; 
and on rnv way I had to take up the cushions off 
the seats" and throw off the bread-crumbs, and 
bits of butter, and odds and ends that were lying 
about them, left by previous tmvellers. Well, I 
have not seen that kind of thing on any other 
railways but the Egyptian railways, but they 
have got much dirtid' people to deal with there 
than we have. There is no excuse for that 
kind of thing here, bec"nse our people are clean, 
and surely our carriages can be kept clean. I 
:un s>tying this in illustration of the thorough 
\Vant of n1ana,gen1ent that pervade.s the whole 
sy.:.;tnn of our raihYaY::

1 
and the sooner we 

t;1ke steps to do away ,\·ith this kind of manage
ment the betbJr it will he for our rail ways. 
I am sure that under such a new system the 
farmers of Queensland would get the same relief 
that the farmers of Victoria got when the Parlia
ment of Victoria, in its wisdom, took the railways 
there out of political management. If our rail
ways were private property, the property of an 
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individual, would he choose as a manao-er for 
that property a man who had no previous know
ledge of railway management? Is it likely he 
woulrl take a gentleman like the present Minister 
for Works and put him over a huge department 
like this, about which he knows nothing? I 
would like to know where the hon. gentleman 
got his knowledge of railway management, and 
why we should have a man, who never before 
had any experience of railwnys, beyond travel
ling upon them occasionally, foisted upon the 
country as our railway manctger. I would 
not mind his being ctppointed the political 
head of the depctrtment, the representative 
of the department in this Honse. No doubt 
he could fill that office with ability; I am 
not saying anything about that, hut I am 
quite sure he will be utterly inc>1pable of practi
cally nmnaging- our raillv>tys, became that i>< the 
position the JYiinister for \Vorks is expected to 
take up in this country. I do not blame the 
hon. gentleman, but I blame the public for ttllow
ing snch an anmnaly to exist fur a mmnen t. I 
think the hon. gentleman ha'' Hpent most of his 
life in this country, and he can have no prac
tical experience of r;dlway management in any 
other country. This department has grown to be 
of such magnitude that no man in this country 
has sufficient experience to manage it. I do 
not care where he got his experience in Aus
tralia, no man could have sufficient experience to 
manage such a huge overgrown department as 
this. They saw that in victoria, and sent to 
:England, and offered the highest salary to draw 
the best man to manage their railways, and 
w~ shall have to do the same thing if our 
ra1lways are to be worked in the interests of 
farmers, graziers, and all classes in the commu
nity. The sooner we adopt that system the 
better it will ba for the country. 

Question put and passed. 

THE CAIRNS RAILWAY RETURNS. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL, in moving-
That the Order of the House, made on the 4th instant, 

that there be laid upon the table of the Hon~e certain 
papers relating to the second section of the rairns rail
way, be rescinded-

said: Mr. Speaker,-I have to give as my 
reasons for this motion that this order of the 
House referred to was made on a chance divbion 
just before tea·time. I was not in the House 
when it came to a division, otherwise I should 
have voted against the production of the 
schedule prices of the contract for the second 
section of the Cairns Railway. I may state that 
I was asked to put this notice on the paper 
by the late Minister for \Vorks, who I am 
sure would have supported me very strongly 
on it. He said that when the Premier as
sented to the order being made, and when the 
Government voted for it, they did not understand 
the exact nature of the case. It appears that in 
all these contracts the contractors are in the 
habit of putting an extra large profit on the 
earth works-clearing· and cutting-the first works 
to be begun, in order that they may get a con
siderable amount of money into hand as soon 
as possible. On some of the other works they 
are content with little or no profit. If the 
prices are disclosed before the works are 
commenced the contractors will be brought 
into no end of trouble with their men. The 
men will look at one part of the contract and 
will say, "The contractors are getting 2s. Gel. 
a yard for this work, and we are getting, 
say, only 1s. 6d. a yard for it." They 
will be all out on strike, considering they 
are not fairlv dealt with, though they ctre 
not able to estimate the losses that may come 
afterwards on the contract and which this profit 

on the earth works is expected to counterbalance. 
I think if the original order were fulfilled the 
contractors would have a very fair claim against 
the Government in an action for damageH. I 
hold in my lmnd a return made to the order of 
this Hou,e shewing that in respect of the Bunda
berg- Railway, :\IcSharry and O'Ronrke claimed 
for "loss sustained by District Engineer di vulg
ing our prices to the men employed by us, £3,000." 
I believe we should have a very considerable 
claim sent in by the contractor for this second 
section of the Cairns Iiailway if the prices were 
divulged before the work wa>J finished. It would be 
quite reasonable for hon. members of this House 
tn ask for the schedule pric,,s after the work is 
done, bnt while it is in process of being done 
Government are in honour bound to keep the 
schedule prices, which are sealed, a secret. It 
is the case that in these contracts the adjustment 
of prices is the n"mlt of the combination of the 
highest intelligence, and the man who has most 
bmins in all probability gets the contract. By 
clhclosing his brains to the public we should 
be giving thern rvery advantage to rnake use of 
them. I am sure if euch a course as this is 
aJ,,pted, of disclosing the schedule prices befnre 
the work is done, by the Queensland Government, 
they will find good and succes:<ful contmctors 
very chary about coming here to contract for 
any public work, as they would be entirely at 
the mercy of their men in every pieee of 
work in which they were engaged. I believe 
the work on the second section of the Cairns 
raihvay is going on in a most satisfactory way, 
and there are no complaints either from the men 
or from the people of the town. No com]Jlaints 
whatever have reached me as to the manner in 
which the contract is being carried on. I am 
aware, of course, that an objection has been 
raised to the contractor, :i\Ir. Robb, getting the 
contract as against Carey and Maund, but that 
is a matter of another kind altogether, and I am 
willing to hear any discussion on that matter. 

The SPEAKER: The business under con
sideration at the adjournment at 6 o'clock will 
now stand adjourned until after the disposal of 
Government business. 

DiviSIONAL BOARDS BILL. 

THillD READING. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! move 
that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Mr. NORTON said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I objected 
to this going as a formal motion, not with any 
desire to delay the passing of the Bill, but simply 
to enter my protest against the amendment made 
in regard to endowments. As I understood the 
argument of the Chief Secretary the other day, 
it was to the effect that it was not absolutely 
compulsory on the Government to pay the £2 
for £1 endowment. I do not pretend to know 
whether that is so or not, but I do think the 
divisional hoard' were under the impression that 
it would be paid. If it is not compulsory, I take 
it that when the Government of the day find 
they are not in a position to pay the double endow
ment they must take the responsibility upon 
themselves of stopping it or paying a less 
amount. If that is the case I think the Chief 
Secretary ong-ht not to have brought the matter 
before the House and asked us to make a 
difference in the endowment, but should have 
taken the whole of the rHponsibility upon 
himself. I believe, as I have believed all 
along, that the boards are entitled to the 
payment of the £2 for £1 endowment for ten 
~·ears ; and I do not think any action of this 
House in amending the law can take from them 
the right they possess under the present Act. The 
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hon. gentleman referred to a provision inserted in 
the Act of 1878 ; but that provision is not in the 
Divisional Boards Act; nor, in my opinion, does 
it affect the question. I do not wish to increase the 
public expenditure, as the hon. gentleman states. 
I know that, on the strength of the £2 for £1 
endowment, boards h>tve obtained advances from 
banks to carry on necessary works; and only yes
terday a gentleman in charge of a country hank 
told me that he had made advances tu five boards 
on the strength of their being entitled to that 
endowment, but that now this amendment is 
passed those boards will get no more ctd vances. 
By passing a measure of this kind not only are 
the board> unsettled, but they are placed in such 
a position that no monetary institution can tell 
what amendment may be made in the law which 
will take from them the security npon which 
tbe:y make advances. I simply enter my protest 
agmnst the passage of the measure. 

The PRE:\IIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish 
to say a few words in answer to the hon. member 
for Port Curtis. I find on reference that the clause 
I referred to is not contained in the Divisional 
Boards Act of 1879; I w:1s und~r the impression 
that it was. The words oi the section are: "It 
shall be lawful for the Governor to direct the 
Colonial Treasurer to pay to the credit of 
the divisiom1l fund by way of endowment 
any sums of money ecjua.l to but not 
exceeding" the amount paid as endowment. 
There is nothing to compel the Government to 
do it. As I said the other eYening, the better 
construction is that the Government are not 
bound to pay £2 for £1 unless the money is avail· 
able. The bo:uds, however, understood that they 
were entitled to the double endowment ; ancl 
that being so, there is no doubt that an altera
tion ought not to be made without giving 
them fair notice. I am not going to repeat the 
arguments as to the duty of Parliament in 
keeping public expenditure under control. I do 
n<•t think it has ever abandoned that control 
but, if it has, it ought to resume it as soon a~ 
pc;ssible. As to the boards being crippled, they 
will have a> much money every year for the 
next three years as they had last year ; and 
as to the country bank manager referred to 
by the hon. gentleman not making any more 
advances, I think he does not nnderstand his 
business. That is all I can say about hit11, nor 
do I think it is desirable that hanks should make 
large advances to divisional boards. It is better 
that the boards should proceed in the legitimate 
way ancl not incur debts ; in fact the law pro
hibits them from incurring liabilities of that kind. 

Mr. NOR'l'ON: They cannot help it some
times. 

Question put and paBsed. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Bill was 
passed, and ordered to be forwarded to the Legis
lative Council for their concurrence, by message 
in the usual form. 

COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION BILL 
(QUEENBLAND). 

The SPEAKER said : I have received the 
following message from the Legislative Coun
cil:-

"3Ir. Sl'KAKElt, 

" rrhe Legislative Conncil baYing this flay 
agreed to a Bill entitled 'A Bill to make provision for 
the registration of copyright in books and dramatic 
pieces 1mblishcd i11 Queensland,' begs now to rctnrn the 
same to the Legislative A""scmbly without amendment. 

"Legislative Council Chamber, 
"1st ~eptember, 1887." 

"A. H. PALl\TER, 

" President. 

CAIRNS RAILWAY RETURNS. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL, re.,mming, said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I have very little more to say on this 
subject, and I hope hon. members will give it 
their rnost serious conRicleratinn. The rnotion 
for laying the papers on the table wa' carried 
on your casting vote, and I think if you had 
thoroughly understood the subject as I see it 
now, your vote would probably have been 
given the other way. If these schedules of 
prices are divulged, it is equal to the Gov
ernment making use of the knowledge they 
get through the Custom House, and ad ver
tising the indented prices of every merchant's 
goods that go through their hands and letting 
the public know what they paid for them. 
It would destroy any contractor's business if his 
schedul~~ of prices were published and made 
known before the contract was finished. After 
the contract is finished there crtn, of cour,e, be 
no objection to the schedules being put bef0re 
the House and before the country. I maintain 
that it would be a gross inju~tice to the con
tractor to reveal his schedule of prkes while the 
work is going on. This contractor, Mr. Robb, I 
may mention, has a very heavy stake in the colony; 
the Government are thoroughly srttisfiecl that 
the work will be well carried out. He has had 
to pay a deposit of £14,:300 as security, which 
the Government hold; he has put on the work 
£10,000 worth of plant, and he is proceeding 
with his contract to the satisfaction of everyone
both the workmen and navvies on the line, and 
the townspeor•le of Cairns; whereD,s the pre
vious contract was in the hands of a lame and 
inefficient contractor, who was the cause of a 
great deal of distress, not only to the men 
on the works, but also to the people of the town. 
The men do not care a bit what price Mr. Robb is 
getting so long as they are getting good wages. 
They have no desire to pry into the business 
secrets of the contractor. I cannot understa.nd 
the view the Government took of the matter ; I 
do not think they thoroughly understood the 
situation when they allowed themsei Yes to support 
the motion. I can assure them that their late 
colleague, the late }!inisterfor \Vorks, represented 
most strongly to me the necessity of having the 
order rescinded. Hetolclmehe had rec,;iveda pro
test bv wire at once from the contractor against 
the order being complied with, and that the 
order would never have been made if he had been 
in his place in the House to explain the matter 
-which he would, no doubt, have done in a 
much more exrJlicit manner than I have been 
able to do. I hope hon. members will seriously 
consider this question, and not conclude that 
because they voted one way on a certain occasion 
they are bound to vote the same way now, but 
will give a fair and free vote on the merits of the 
question. 

Mr. HAJ\HLTON said: Mr. Speaker,-My 
colleague, Mr. Hill, has ]Jroposed that a motion 
carried by me some weeks since should be re
scinded, and the reasons he has given in favour 
of his proposition are simply a repetition of the 
reasons which were given when my motion was 
carried--reasons which were then not considered 
sufficiently strong to warrant its rejection. I 
shall refer to some of the reasons which he has 
now adduced. He states that it would be unfair 
to contractors, and he gives an in~:;tance of a 
nwrchan t's indents of the prices he pays for his 
goods being made public, and how that would 
injure him. But the pric,Js are well known; 
they are advertised in the papers every clay. 

An HOXOURABL'; ::VLtmmm: The selling price; 
not the price the merchant indented them for. 

Mr. HAJYIILTO:i'\: We know the market 
price of the various goods which are imported 
here, The hon, member's reasons are simply 
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nonsensical. If I have a contract, say, for clear
ing, or for sinking a shaft, for which I am paid a 
certain price: if I sublet the contract, the price 
which the sub-contractors pay me is not regulated 
by the price which I obtained. It is regulated 
by what it will ptty them to do it for; in 
other words, it is re;;ulated by competition. 
The majority of persons working on that line 
are working for wages, and it rnatters not 
to them what the contnctor is getting. Th~y 
are receiving so 111uch :1 day, and it is no concern 
of theirs whether the contractor rrmkes £!\,000 
or £10,000, or nothing at all, out of the work. 
If they did not choose to work for fair wag·es 
they could lmtve, and the contractor would g.,t 
others to fill their phtces. But the Premier 
told us he believed J'I'Ir. Hobb would lr,se a great 
deal of rnoney-that it wonld bP a loFing concern. 
If that is the case, do we think the wb-cuntrac
tors would take the work nt le's than it would pay 
them to take it for? Certainlv not. 'I'he mere 
statement of the Premier that· he belicwes }Ir. 
Itobb willl"se heavily on the contract should be 
an argurrl8nt, if n1y colleague':-:; ar';::·utnent is good, 
in favour of publishing what those sch@dules 
are. If my collcccgue's argnment is correct, 
that the tenders of the sub-contractors would be 
regulated by what Mr. Itobb is paid, provided 
they knew what he got; and if the Premier's 
statement is true, that Mr. Itobb will lose a 
great deal of money on the contr110t, it follows 
that they would agree to work at a loss if 
they knew Mr. Robb was doing so. I quite 
agree with my colleague that the work is being 
done in a most satisfactory manner, and that the 
people of Cairns are thoroughly satisfied at the way 
in w~ich the railway is progressing, and are very 
glad mdeed that Mr. Robb has got the contract. 
Personally, I have nothing to say and no charge 
to bring against him. I am very glad he has got 
the contract. The charge I have made is against 
the Government. ~fr. Robb is perfectly justified 
in getting the contract, and in getting as 
much as he can for it. But my colleague 
states that he has no desire to refrain from 
discussing the case of Carey and Maund against 
Robb, as to the favouritism apparently shown 
in accepting the tender of the higher man. 
He knows perfectly well that it is impos
sible to discu~s this question unless those 
schedules which I have asked for are produced. 
It is no use trying to throw dust into the eyes 
of men who understand the question; and I 
repeat that it is imp8ssible t0 dlscuss the merits 
of that case until those schedules are produced. 
For instance, a Jnan who 1nay be " in the swin1'' 
for a certain contract may offer to do concrete 
work for, say, £3 a cubic yard, and may offer to 
do woodwork for 10s. a foot, although the 
latter must at that rate entail a loss! Another 
contractor, who knows nothing about this, 
says, "I cannot do this woodwork for 10s. a 
foot ; I should lose by it." Perhaps the proper 
price for the woochvork may he £2 a foot, hut 
the man ¥.rho knows he is going to get it, 
knows perfectly well-what the other, who is 
not" in the swim," does not know-that he will 
have no woodwork to do, but will have twicP 
the amount of concrete in its place for which he 
has tendered to do for n very high price. If we 
have to wait till the work is done before wc can 
discuss this c"'se we shall have to wait four yo",rs; 
and what is the use of dbcussing it then? This 
Government will be a thing of the past long 
before that time. 

Mr. BULCOCK : How do you know that ? 

Mr. HAl\HLTON : I know it from the almost 
universal feeling of the people of Queensland. 
The junior member for Cook states that a protest 
was received from the contractor. I consider 
that that protest was not from the contractor 

but from the Government. I do not think the 
contract.or has any objection to the production 
of the schedules. Before I moved in this matter 
I spoke to several contractors about it, and asked 
if it would affect them in any possible way. They 
all state.:! that it could not possibly affect them. 

Mr. BULCOCK: They wanted to know the 
prices. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It was perfectly immaterial 
to them what the price was after the contract 
was taken. Now, what arc the real roasons for the 
objection to produce these papers? The real 
reawns have not been given. l\Ty collf',"tgue has 
stated that it wE.S a chance division the other 
evening. Yes, it was a chance division. \Ve 
all noticed that the Government did not like 
actually to oppose the motion. It would 
have been very indecent if they had done 
so, because it \\as in order to institute 
an inquiry against certa,in improper practices 
which we consider they have been guilty of 
that they were asked for. But although the 
Gov<lrnment did not actually object to it, you 
will recollect, Mr. Spe;;ker, that when the divi
sion took place it was sixteen on each side, and I 
was not the only member on this side who 
noticed one of the Government members walk 
over and vote with us, and as sonn as he saw 
that we were just level he actually got up on two 
occasions to walk back again, but he appeared to 
be ashamed to do so ; he blushed and ilat down 
again. I was not the only member who noticed 
that; and we see again to·night that the motion 
will not be opposed by the Ministry-that it will 
be carried. 

Mr. S. \V. BROOKS : Who blushed ? 
Mr. HA:MILTOX: I will not say who it was. 

Most members on that side are past blushing. 
Taking into consideration the fact that nearly 
four weeks have elapsed since my motion was 
passed, and the House ordered those papers to 
be produced-and they could have been pro
duced next day-but the Government have not 
produced them, I say it justifies the inference 
that this action on the part of my colleague has 
been prompted by the Government in order that 
they may not be produced. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : Prompted by the 
late Minister for 'N orks. 

Mr. HAMILTON : It may be so. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I told you so. 
Mr. HAMILTON: That is an additional 

reason for my disbelieving it. I shall simply 
state the history of thess tenders. \V e recollect 
that certain tenders were put in for the contract 
for the second section of the Cairns rail way, 
and that Carey and rvfaund's was the lowest 
tender; that Robb and Co. were the next 
lowest. Carey and Maund being £23,000 or 
£24,000 lower than Robb and Co., the natural 
conclusion was that they would get the 
contract, but they did not get it. We know 
that inste:td of getting it-instead of being 
allowed a chance of getting it-the Government 
dealt with the next lowest tender er, and he agreed 
to do the work for £7,000 lower than Carey and 
Maund, and they gave him the contract. Carey 
D.nd .1\Iaund's tender was £298,000, the lowest; 
:1nd they gave an immense contract of that 
description to a hig-her tenderer-ttllow€d him 
to primtely offer a paltry £7,000 less and gave it 
to him. Now, what was the reason given by 
the Governn1ent in support of their action in 
doing so? The Premier clouded the reasons by 
a larse nmss of verbi~.ge, but I will give the real 
r,·asons he gave. He said: "I could h,wecalled 
for fresh tenders, which would have cost us con
siderable time, and involve a charge of breach of 
fttith on the part of the Government with the 
northern portion of the colony. The Govern-
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ment had to choose-between that and making a 
private bargain." Now, will those reasons hold 
good? Perhaps it would have cost time to call 
for fresh tenders, but could they not just as 
easily have negotiated with both :Me&;rs. Carey 
and Maund and Robb and Co., as with one 
of them? Or if it were desirable to ne«otiate 
with cmly one, was it not the honest thing to 
negotiate with the lowe•;t tendet·er ? No reawn 
whatever had been given for takin~ the higher 
tendercr. It was suggested by the Premier at 
one time that in a contract of 'thi8 description it 
was necessary to have a man of standing. \Veil, 
sir, Messrs. Carey and Maund are people of 
standing. Mr. Carey js chairman of the Con
t~actors' Assuciation of New South \Vales, and 
h1s firm is one of the highest standing in the 
colonies. Therefore that reason does not hnld g·ood, 
and as a matter of fact we havenore,c":m whatever. 
Consequently when_ the rea.l reason is not given 
to us-when the Government are apparently 
afraid to give the real reason for their action, 
which must be regarded by every one v'ith grave 
sus];icion-it is only our dnty to inve~tigate the 
matter and see what the real reason was. And 
I have reason to believe that if these papers are 
produced, as the Hou~e ordered four weeks 
ago they should be, we shall obtain the real 
reason. If they are not produced, those reasons 
will be clouded in rpystery. 

Mr. BAILEY said: Mr. Speaker,-I do 
not think it waB intended on the discussion 
of this motion that the House should enter upon 
the question of the acceptance of the tender of 
Mr. Robb. I thonght it was iutrocluced to 
discuss the propriety of the Government com
mitting a breach of faith and honour with the 
present contractors, Rohb and Co. It is the 
custmn to ?ave t\vo docnrnents given in by con
tractors w1th the Government, one of which is e. 
public document, the other a private one. The 
public document is the gross sum of the tender 
that is put in, and if there be any lower sum 
the Government presumedly accept the lowest 
tender; and to have a check upon that a 
private document is at the same time put in by 
the contractor-the schedule 0f prices · and the 
engineers of the Government have the 'option of 
checking the gross amount of the tender by tktt 
s~hedule of prices. But, sir, it is always recog
msed that the sche<lnle of prices is u, private 
d_ocu;nent <;utside of that department. \Vhy, 
s1r, Immechately the tender is accepted that 
document is put under seal, and c~ntrac
tors perfectly recognise the fact that the 
sche.dule will not be divulged until the cmn
pletwn of the contract, and only then in the 
case of a dispute between the contractor 
and the Govermnent. The schedule of prices 
has been framed by the brains of the officers 
of the contractors, who have gone all over the 
country making calculations and estimates which 
sometimes take many months to make · and to 
allow ignorant contractors to take aclvantaO'e 
of the science aml skill and enerO'v of tho~e 
men by publishing the schedule of prices while 
the contract is going on, would be nHn{strous. 
I think, sir, that if the Government were 
to lay the schedule of prices on the table 
it would he a gross breach of faith on their 
part-a most dishonourable proceeding. That 
document is placed under se,cl for the express 
purpose of concealing its contents until a certain 
time, and no honourable man would ask to see 
it before that time has expired. 

The MINISTER lfOR WORKS sn,id: Mr. 
Speaker,-'rhe motion of the hem. member for 
Cook, Mr. Lumley Hill, for the rescission of the 
vote passed some time ago for laying the schedule 
of prices of the con tract for the second secton of 
the Cairns railway on the table of the House is, I 
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think, n,bsolutely incontestable. I do not think the 
Government have any right to divulge the schedule 
of prices while the contract is unfinish?d. I cer
tainly believe that had my friend, the late Hon. 
\V. lYiiles, been present when the resolution was 
passed he would have objected to it most 
strenuously. I was not in the House at the time 
it came on, but I do not think the information 
asked for can be of any real service to the public, 
or to any but meddling and inquisitive minds. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It would be of no service 
to the Government. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The only 
question of public interest is the actual lump 
sum of the tenders. I cannot conceive of any
thing else of any interest to the public outside 
that, and I think the Government would be 
guilty of a gross breach of faith if they should 
cousent to divulge the schedule prices for this 
contract while the work is still uncompleted. 

l\Ir. l\1ELLOR said: Mr. Speaker,-I just 
rise to say a word or two on the subject, because 
I dareoay it will be remembered that when the 
matter was before the House on a previous 
occasion I voted for the resolution. I did so 
becau,;e the Government expressly wished to 
have an opportunity to give all the information 
they possilJly could. At the time, I did not like 
that portion of the resolution in reference to the 
schedule of prices being divulged. I certainly 
voted for the original motion, but I intend now 
to give my vote in favour of rescinding it. 

1\Ir. H.\i\HLTON : They a1e all obedient to 
the Goveri1ment. 

The HoN. J. lYI. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-\Ve have heard from the Minister 
for \Vorks that the Government are not 
going to produce the schedule of prices 
which was ordered by this House to be pro
duced on the 4th of August last. And we 
have heard also from the hon. member who 
last spoke that he is now willing to vote against 
what he voted for formerly; that he voted 
for the original resolution because the Govern
ment were expressly willing to give the informa
tion asked for. All I can say about the expressed 
willingness of the Government is this-that had 
they been willing to give the information they 
could have given it next day. It would not 
have taken two hours to copy out the informa
tion which this House ordered to be furnished, 
and the returns could have been laid on the 
table the following day. So that there was 
ren.lly no willingness on the part of the Govern
ment. They waited until they got an obedient 
follower to do the dirty wcrk which they 
were afraid, or rather ashamed, to do them
selves. Now, there has been some talk ahout 
the brains of the contractor being used to make 
out the schedule of prices, and about the man 
with the best brains having got the contract. If 
the man with the best brains is the man who 
made out the lowest tender, then the man with 
the best brains did not get the contract. The 
man who made out the lowest tender was :Mr. 
Carey, and he did not get the contract. As the 
hon. member for Cook, Mr. Hamilton, has said, 
if negotiations were about to he entered into with 
the contractors instead of fresh tenders being called 
for, Mr. C'trey was the man with whom the Govern
ment should have negotiated, as his tender was 
£25,000 lower than Mr. Hobb's. An excuse was 
made on a former occasion about Mr. Carey not 
being known, hut I make bold to say that the 
Eng·ineer-in-Chief knows Mr. Carey quite as well 
as 1\Ir. Rob h. There is no man in all Queensland, 
JI.Ir. Robb included, who has carried out larger 
railway contracts than Mr. Carey. It is only a 
short time since he finished 120 miles of line in 
one contract in New South Wales, which is 11 
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very much larger contract than has ever been 
let in Queensland. Another argument is that 
it would be a breach of faith with the contractors 
to give this information. I know very well 
that the contractors have. a desire to keep their 
prices to themselves, but it is only from the 
general public that the contractors keep the 
prices. \Vhen the tenders are opened the con
tractors are present, and anyone who is an inti
mate friend of theirs can easily ascertain what 
the prices are. 

lVlr. ANNEAR : Those are the totals. 
The HoN. J. M. MAOROSSAN : The totals 

are made known to the public. I am not talking 
about the totals but about thA information hem. 
members are not willing should be given to 
the public for the purpose of showing whether 
Mr. Oarey has received fair play ; I doubt 
myself whether that gentleman has received 
fair play. I did not say so before, but I say it 
now, and the only way we can know whether he 
has received fair play is by comparing Mr. 
Hobb's first schedule of prices, and his second 
one, with JYir. Oarey's statements. Since the 
motion was carried on the 4th of August I have 
looked up the "Votes and Proceedings" of the 
New South Wales Parliament. I stated then, 
and proved that we had before done a similar 
thing to that which was proposed to be clone by 
the resolution passed by the House. I showed 
that the schedule of pi,ices for a contract had 
been published at a previous time, when there 
was occasion for doing it. I also stated that the 
same thing· had been done in the other colonies, 
but I bad not the "Votes and Proceedings" to hy 
my hands on at the time. I have them now, and 
I will prove to the House that it was done in 
New South \Vales to a much larger extent than 
in Queenslrrnd, or than in any of the cases I 
quoted on the ·ith August. A question arose in 
New South \Vales concerning the contract from 
VVallerawang to iYindc;e~, and the Government 
was asked by a member of the New South \Vales 
Assembly to divulge, not only the sr•hedule of 
prices of one tender but the schedule of prices of 
both tenders for two different sections alongside 
the engineer's estimate of prices, and they were 
tabled without the slightest hesitation. Sir 
Henry Parkes, tlie present Premier of that 
colony, was Premier at the time, and be stated 
that he would table the tenders at once, that he 
had no objection to do so, and would offer no 
opposition to the motion. No other member 
spoke on the question except the mover of the 
motion and Sir Henry Parkes. 

The PRE:VIIEit : \V as the contract going on ? 
The HoN. J. JU. JliiAOROSSAN: It was 

going on then, which was in 1881, and the con
tract was not finished for two years afterwards. 
Hon. members seem to think that we are asking 
the Government to do something horrifying, 
something that has never been clone before. 
Here is the motion that was passed in the New 
South Wales Assembly:-

"Copies of all papers, letters, minutes, etc., bearing on 
the estimated cost of the V"fallera.wang and )ludgee 
railway, which have paRt~ed between the 1~ngineer-in
Chief and the As~istant Engineer in charJe of snn·eys, 
includiug all other minutes thereon; also a retnrn 
showing the snm at \Vhich contracts X os. 1 and 2 have 
been taken, the r·.;;timated cost (including earth·works, 
bridge~. and culverts) of both contracts, togcthel' \vith 
a detailed estimate showing the qnantitif's of each 
contract 1<rith the prices they have been taken at." 
Here follows the schedule of prices for No. 1, 
the contractors for which were JYfonie and 
Mattinson ; and here are ahw the items, one 
by one, the same as in our own schedule of prices, 
giving so many cubic yards of earthworks at so 
much per yard, so many cubic feet of timber, 
etc.; right through to the number of thirty 
or forty items, and the engineer's estimttte is 

given alongside. Then in No. 2 contract 
the same information is given with the dif
ference in the names of the contractors, 
who were l<'ishburn and M01·ton, and in this 
case also the engineer's estimate is given 
alongside. I think that is sufficient proof that 
we are doing nothing so very bad, nor are we 
doing anything which we have not a right to do, 
in asking that the Government should lay the 
schedule of prices of a rail way contract on the 
table when it is thought necessary; and I thind: 
in this particular case that it is necessary, because 
there is a strong suspicion in the minds of con
tractors both in Queenshnd and New South \Vales 
that Messrs. Oarey and Maund were unfairly dealt 
with, and that the work was given toMessrs.Hobb 
and Oo. for some other reason than that he was 
the lowest tenclerer. The idea is, in New South 
\Vales, that Oarey was never intended to get 
the contract from the very start-that he was 
tabooed by some persons or persons in the 
\\T orks Department, and that he might as well 
have not g·one to the expense of going up the 
Cairns range, and using his brains, as has been 
stated to-night, in estimating what the work 
could be clone for. He might as well not have 
gone there, because it was the full intention 
of the \Vorks Department that no one should get 
that tender but :\lessrs. HoiJb and Oo., of whom Mr. 
Overend was the Brisbane agent. Since the discus
sion took place here before I have received a letter 
from :\Ir. Carey, which I certainly would not 
have used; but I see that the Government are 
determined to rescind this motion, and I think 
that I am perfectly juotifietl in reading the 
letter and the other matter which he has sent 
me, to show the grounds upon which the demttnd 
for the scheduled m ices has been based. I shall 
read the letter, JYir. Speaker, which is addressed 
to me. It is dated 17th August, and is as fol
lows:-

"DEAR SIR, 

" As I cannot nmv expect to gain anything by 
prosecuting my firm's claim against the Queensland 
Government for the bad treatment they mo::;t nn
doubtedly,vere, without any reason, subjected to i11 re the 
Cairns-IIcrberton 2nd section of the raihvay tenders, I 
take the liberty of sending yon a pr6cis of all that 
occurred betwez~n the Hon. W. Miles and myself, and 
conYcrsatious that I had 'vith .John Robb and his 
reputed agent, J ames Overend, which may afford you 
and your friends who are moving in the House in re 
the matter, an opportunity of understanding all the 
circumstances fully. I am prepart>d to fully vouch"-

I wish hon. members to pay attention to this
" fnr the truth of my statements if l'CllUired, at ~my 
time. My chief object is to put a tstop to such unfair 
treatment again." 

Mr. Oarey is a gentleman well known in Sydney 
and JYlelbourne, and to prominent men in Bris
bane. 

"You will see my tender was used to bring Robb down 
£3:J,OOIJ, and if I had accepted the £7,000 that was 
offered me not to tender, the Government would have 
been victimised. 

"Yours truly, 
"J. H. 0-\REY." 

Now, this is the precis which he sends me :
"PREcrs 01'' F.<\.CTS IJOXNECTED WITH 'l'IIE TENDJ<;Rs FC'R 

THE 2..\'0 SECTIOX, CAIRNS-IhatnERTOX RAILW.\T.'' 

"January l".i.~Tenders were opened in presence of 
the contractors, "·hen the Commissioner for Ra-ilways 
dec1arcd Oarcy nnd l\Iaund to 11e the lmrest, hnt at the 
rcqnPst of Cnrey did not dedarc thP amount, as it 'vas 
stated th:1t thc acceptance of the tencler was a matter 
for the Executive to decide when they met on the 
19th ,T:munry. 

"J1Lnuary 15.-The Commissioner told Carey in reply 
to his letter of the same date, and whe1·ein he named 
his firm's Brisbane agent, that it was quite U11neces
sary for him to remain in Brisbane if his business 
called him to Sydney, as he would have ample time to 
return befm·e it wonld be necessary for him to sign the 
contract. The Commissioner having first asked the 
Engineer-i1l-Chief if he required any further informa-
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tion from Carey in reference to his firmjs tender, to 
which the Engineer replied, 'I run perfectly satisfied 
with their tender, and am prcpa1·ed to re0omnwnd it to 
the Minister for acceptance,' Carcy lcl't ~ame day for 
Sydney. 

"January 20.- A tele:sram appeared in Sydney 
newspapers that the 3finister had decided to reject all 
the tenders for the seetion. Cm·f'y immbdiatclr started 
ovel'land for Bl'i~bane expecting to be ahle to "complete 
tht! contract by some rednction in the amount of their 
tender, as was· permitted by the ~linistcr l.n previous 
cases-viz., th8 Wallangarra to Stauthorvc an{l the 
Rockhampton to Emn Park contracts-and in which 
cases the lowest tendercr.-3 ·were by all aeconnt.s asked 
by the :J.IiniRter if they would rc:dnce or amend their 
tenders to a. specific sum. 

"January 21.-J._ rumonr having reached Sydney tluLt 
the Government. were ncgotiatiu ~·with Robb and Co. to 
amend their tender, ::\Iaund, of the firm of Care~r and 
l\Iauud, wir' J to the Jiinistet· for "\Yorks, Brisbane, 
asking him t::; rlelay lH':!,'Otiat.ior::s nntil Carcy reached 
Brisbane, having ;':tarted on the pl'Cl ions day. 

"Janua.ry2!-CJLl'eyhavin:r hucn detained 
overlancl.mYing to tne floocls'"-
I think thllt Wlls the time the l'remier was going 
to England-
" and the consequent stoppage of the trains, when he 
arrived at Stanthorve, casually beard that Hobb and 
Co. had hcen asked hy the ~Iinbter to amontl 11E lr 
tender helow Cat·ey and ~Iau11d 's amonut, anrl he at 
oneP wiretl to the :1Iinistcr for ·work.~ stating t1:at his 
iirm were prepared to cut under Robb and Co., and 
asking- to tl>~la.v closing the contract until his arrival by 
first opportunity in Brisbane." 

Mr. L U:\ILEY HILL : That has nothing to 
do with the question. 

The Ho:c-~. J. M. MACROSSAX : It has a 
good deal to do with the question. The words, 
"wired to the :\Iiuister for \V orks stating that 
his firm were prepared to cut under Robb and 
Co." are underlined. That telep-ram is in the 
\Vorks Department and wonl<f be part of the 
document u:;ed by the Government, I have no 
doubt. 

"Jannary 25.-Ca.rey arrived in Brisbane and received 
ftt his agent's the first official notice by a letter from the 
Commissioner for ltailways, ben.ring d:1te Jannary 2·±, 
stating that 'a tendm· from Itohb for £29t),98·-t 3~. had 
been ac~'eptetl, and h1~ firm's deposit wonlrl. no\Y be 
returned.' Xo official notic.~ having been llt'evion .. ;Jy 
sent him or his agent, that tile firm's tender hwl been 
rejected, Careyat once waited upon the hon.l\Iinister for 
"\Vorlc.;s, ~1r. ~1iles, and strong-1~' protested at the injustice 
of the Gove1·nment in clealing with ltobh on an amencled 
tender of ,£7.000b,-,lowthe tender of his firm without first 
having given his firm the Sttme opportunity of amen(l
ing their tender, whieh they were prepared to do. as he 
stated in hi~ tcletrram from StantlHH'!le. Carey, being 
awaretha.t the contra('t with Rohb \Yas;nrJt ~ret completect., 
then verbally offered to rcaucc his firm's t,enrlcr £7.000 
below R,obb's amended tender, to wldch the lliiuisterre
pliecl, 'It i:-: too lat(, I have aeeepted Rohh'~ tender.' The 
1Iinistcr aclmittetl that the Engineer-in-Chief had rccom
mendc<l that Carcy an cl :.ran11cl's tender be accepted, not
withstandin:.; that their tender was & 1'-.:-:r cent. a hove his 
estimate, but sa.icl that he, a~-. :J.Iinh:ter, was not bonnd to 
act nr1on that recommendation. lie actml inclcpendently 
and advised the ExccutivC as he thon~ht bHt, ancl he 
thought Carcy and ::\Iaund had no reason to complain 
inasmuch as all the ori;.;.iual tuudcrs were rcfnsecl. after 
which the Government could do a~ theY liked, nnd, ns a 
natural consequence, he preferred giving the contract 
to 3Jma.n he knew in preferencetoonehedidnot know.'' 

Mr. L U.:'v1LEY HILL: A very good reason. 
The Ho:c-~. J. l\1. MACROSSAN: 
"The 1Iinister, in re,ply to Carcy, sair1 he had or could 

have no objection to the firm of Carcy and ::\Iannd. as 
they were, hy an aeconnts. held in good repute by the 
Engineers-in-Chief of other colonies ; also that the 
rmnour that Ca.rey referred to in hi:; "\Yire from ;)tan
thorpe as to Ball:Lrd being likely to act as engineer for 
hi~ 1irm had no infinence "\Yhatevcr ou his deci~ion of 
giving the contract to Robb." 

Mr. LUl\ILEY HILL: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the hem. n1ember for Townsville in 
order in reading this brief of Mr. Carey's? 

The· SPEAKER : Yes; I think the hon. gen. 
tleman is perfectly in order. It has reference 
to the question now before the House. 

Mr. DONALDSON: The hon. member does 
not like it. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I don't mind it a bit. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: 
"CareY informed the Minister that Ballard was in no 

way coni1ected with his firm, and that he personally 
knmv nothing of the dispute between the Queensland 
Government and Ballard, but that it w~s a fact that 
both C~trey and l\Iaund, and also B.obb, asked Ballard 
whether he "\Vonld act as resident engineer for them if 
they were sueccssful in obtaining the contract, but 
he' alned his servicc:s too high for either firm to avail 
themselves of his services, hence no agreement was 
ever entered into with him in any shape whatever. 
Carf'\) then said to the 1\Iinister, 'Perhaps you will 
not be surprised to, learn that I was told before 
we even tendered for the rontract, that it was 
useless wasting our time as we would not get the 
contract, oYen thongh we were the lowe~t, as it was 
intended for one nutn and he only would get it, and 
fnrther that we were offered. £7,000 not to tender for 
the eontl':1Ct, which was refused'; the J1inister replied, 
'I know these things are dmw.' 'l'he ~Jinister declined 
to ~?ive f'arey and 3Iaund the ex1Jenscs they incurred in 
tF1dcriug. 

"2Gth .Tanuary.-Otn·ey knowing the contract was not 
yet. c·nnpleted. confirmed by letter his verbal offer (on 
previous cl<"<rl to relluce his tender £7,000 below Robb's 
amen,.lecl tender. 

" Later on sv.me date commissioner wrote Carey that 
Robb had just comph~ted his contract. 'rhe commis· 
sioner verbally stated to C;u-ey that he could say 
nothing about the matter beyond that it was all 
settled at the same time that the tenders were rejected 
on the 19th January that Robb was to get the contract. 

"25th January.-Oarcy met John Robb, who said 
the ::\Iinister sent for him and asked hiln if he would 
reduce his tender £3),000; he replied he would. and the 
Engineer-in-Chief \Vas there and then ordered to have 
a fresh tender with schedule made out to that amount. 

"27th January.-,James Overcnd (then reputed Robb's 
agent orpartnerinresults),said toCarey, 'Youhaveevery 
rea:;on to be sore over this matter, but you must know 
it is a. political job. E\ erything IS done by that means 
in Queensland, and it cost him a round good sum to 
be able to manage those things, and he managed that 
in this instance 'vith the Jiinistry.' He further 
stated"-
Now, this is the point, this is the matter that I 
was not aware of when we asked for the schedule 
of prices, but it is a matter upon which the 
schedule of prices would throw an infinity of 
light, anrl no other document could do it-
" He further stated that all the bridges were altered, 
so that concreto pillars were to be used instead of 
wood, which was a good thi.ng for them; anrl he 
admitted that Robb's price for concrete in pillars to 
bridges was lOOs. per cubic yard, whilst Carey and 
~Iauncl's price for same was only 60s. per cubic yard, 
to which Carey replied, • If such is the case Robb's 
tender. as amended. is £16.000 above his firm's original 
contract'; to which Ovcrewi replied, 'Xomattcr, it does 
not add up ln the schedule of tignres to make up the 
total amount.' Overend also stated that he and Robb 
knew before the original tenders went in that the 
amount of Overend anrl Stack's tender was £378,000 
odd, and that O'R.ourke and Ahcrn's tender was 
£._15:1,000 odd ; hence it was virtually only Carey and 
Maund's t.enderiug against Rob b." 
There i,; a mDxginal note here :-

" Carey's interview "With Overend. Vide Robb's 
amendell schedule-lOOs. for concrete in pillars under 
iron bridges against Carey and l\Iaund's 60s., not tot..'l.lled 
in mnount of contract.'' 
It would show that the tender was higher still if 
it was totalled. The Chief Secretary by a little 
thinking will understand--

The PHEMIER: I understand it perfectly, 
and called my colle<tgne's particular attention to 
the importance of watching against anything of 
that kind. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: Now I put 
it to any member of this House whether it 
is not better for the sake of the Government 
and the country that these t.hings should be 
made public, so that people and members of 
this House especially-I do not care so much 
about people outside- should know whether Garey 
and Maund had fair play given to them and 
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whether the tender which has been accepted 
has not been amended in such a way as 
to put the schedule of prices, if totalled up, 
actually higher than the price that Carey and 
JIIIauntl offered to do the work for? Now, 
any man who understands contracting knows 
that a very little alteration in the material and 
in the prices will make a great difference ; and 
the difference, so far as I can see, is going to 
be made up to Robb and Co. by this alteration 
in the concrete. There may be other alterations 
as well. The difference between 60s. and lOOs. 
in concrete, where there may be some thousands 
of cubi~ yards, is very great. It depends upon 
how many cubic yards there are. There may be 
only lOO and there may be ti,OOO, but it depends 
upon the number and upon other items iu the 
schedule, whether Hobb and Company in re
ducing the tender were redncing it so low as they 
appeared to be. I leave the matter with the 
Chief Secretary. He understands it as well as I 
do, although he has not had the same experience 
of contractors as I have had. Dut I am certain 
he understands it and understands the gmvity of 
the statement made by Mr. Carey, which he says 
he can vouch for at any time. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! think 
the hon. member who has just sat down has 
mixed up several things which really have no 
connection with one another. He h>es mixed np 
the history of the letting of this contr,ct with 
the que,.tion of the propriety of producing what 
is considered to be a private document. ·when 
the motion was first made by the hon. mem
ber for Cook, J\Ir. Hamilton, I said, on behalf 
of the Government, as the late Minister for 
vVorks was not here at the time, that so far as 
we were concerned we should be very glad to 
give the information. I am of the same opinion 
still. So far as we are concerned-so far as 
regards the question as between the Government 
and the House or the Government and the 
country-we should be glad to give the informa
tion. vVe have nothing to conceal, and if any 
mistakes have been made we are willing that 
those who made them should take the conse
quences, and be responsible for them. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: How will 
that be found out? 

The PREMIER: The question is, however, 
whether we are ju~tified in producing the docu
ment at the present time. I confess I do not 
think we are. I wish there was some way of 
getting at the facts without doing an injustice 
to the contractor. I do not like to be under any 
imputation; I must say that I do not believe 
all the statements made by Mr. Carey in the 
memorandum read by the hon. member for 
Townsville. It is very easy for Mr. C1.rey to 
make statements, evidently made from hearsay 
and from a conversation between his agent and 
]\,fr. Overend, in which he was told some cock
and-bull story about Queenshtnd contracts never 
being let on their merits, and alwteys being let by 
sidewinds. That is all rubbish, and everyone 
knows it has no foundation at the pr,o.sent time, 
at any rate. \Vhat the hon. gentleman says about 
the prices for concrete piers for bridges having 
been raised so much is a very serions matter 
indeed. It is a matter to which I myself 
directed the particular attention of the Chief 
Engineer before the tenders were invited. The 
late Mr. Miles was away from town at the 
time and he asked me, as· this was a matter of 
considerable difficulty, to give it my perwnal 
attention. I sent for ]\Jr. Hannam to come 
down to Brisbane to discuss the matter. I 
discussed with him particularly the question 
of the bridges, and I told him that in my 
opinion the bridges as described then were 
impossible of construction ,and he would have 

to make different bridges. I am of that opinion 
still. I told him further that before the tenders 
were sent in he must amend the specifications 
and impose special conditions as to the bridges. 
I could see then the bridges wonld have to be 
altered. That ought to have been done, and I 
pre"ume it was, as I directed it should be done be
fore the tenders were sent in. I called attention to 
the timber pil8s for the bridgPs, and pointed out 
that they should substitute for them concrete or 
iron piers, and I presume all that was done. I 
afterwards communicated, on my way to Eng
land, with the late Minister for vVorks on the 
snbject on what I thought would be a desirable 
alteration then in the character of the bridges. 
As to whether Hobb's tender showed such an 
exorbitant price for concrete piers for the bridges 
that is a matter upon which I can express no 
opinion at p2·esent. If that i•, so, as stated by 
the hnn. mern ber for Townsville, somebody is 
very much to bbme. If the difference is as 
much as between GOs. and lOOs. per cubic yard 
it is an enoruwus charge, and somebody is to 
blame, and whoever is to blame should certn,inly 
be punished. However, as I say, I hesitate to 
believe all the accusations made by a disappointed 
tenderer until I have an opportunity of seeing 
what the facts are. I do not tet pre'\ent believe 
all those stntements, n.nd I have no information 
as to the prices, n,s I have never seen them. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: Mr. Carey 
is a gentleman well known. 

The PRE~HEH: I have per~onally no know
ledge of the matter, but I say that so fa1 
as these matters are concemed, and so far 
as matters between the Government and the 
House are concerned, I can only repeat what 
I said the other day, that I should like to pro
duce tlwse papers. I should like to be able to 
J;roduce them if only to satisfy my own curiosity, 
though, of course, I can do that by going to the 
vVorks Deptertment to see them. 

Mr. DONALDSON: Other members would 
like to see them also. 

The PREMIER : Other members, of conrse, 
would like to see them also, but then there 
is the other aspect of the question to be 
considered-whether it is right to disclose papers 
supposed to be secret. I may say that I do not 
attach verv great weight to the case the hon. 
gentleman· quoted from New South '\Vales. 
\V e all know they do very curious things some
times in New South '\Vales. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROS SAN: You did it 
before yourself. 

The PREMIER : I know we did it before, 
once, but I think the contract was then over 
in that case. The argument which has weighed 
most with me in this matter was one which I 
think was one referred to by the hon. member for 
Cook, Mr. Hill, and that is that a claim was 
serion•ly put forward for damages against the 
Government by JYiessrs. O'Rourke andJYicSharry, 
because their schedule prices were divulged before 
they had corn pleted their work, and they said 
they had sustained a large amount of damage. 

The HoN. ,T, M. MACROSSAN: They could 
not claim that against Parliament. 

The PREMIER : I do not know, but if a 
complaint of that kind is made it shows that the 
contractors considered themselves hardly treated 
by having their prices divulged. I certainly feel in 
some ditliculty in this matter, because personally 
my desire is to produce these papers, but I 
believe that on the whole the arguments a.re con
siderably the other way, and thtct we ought not 
to produce them. I may say I wit! certainly 
undertake to see the whole of them, and find out 
for myself what the facts are, 
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The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: You could 
produce them without having them printed. 

The PRK\IIER : I know the,t could be done, 
but every member could read them aloud, and it 
would amount to the same thing. 

The Ho"<. ,J. M. MACROSSAN : I do not 
think any hon. member would do that. 

The PRK\1LEH : I do; I think there are some 
members in the House who would do it, although 
I have the very highest confidence in most mem
bers of the House and in the hon. member for 
Townsville. I would myself like to have the 
whole of this mattHr disclosed and made public, 
but I think, on the whole, the strongest argu
ments are in favour of this motion being carried. 

Mr. MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,-It is a 
great pity that the Government cannot see their 
way to lay these schedules on the table in 
accordance with the resolution agreed to by the 
House on the motion of the hon. member for 
Cook, Mr. Hamilton. It is a pity that the 
Government of the colony should be allowed 
to lie under any such imput<ttion any longer 
than can possibly be avoided. I am quite 
sure we cannot go far \vrong in following the 
prececlent already set in another colony, and 
in this colony, in producing these pape;·s. I 
think the excuse made by the Premier is 
very lame indeed. He evidently feels in a 
false position, and that the Government 
are in a false poFition with regard to this 
matter. \V e could see that plamly. enough 
in his manner. I am quite sure the Govern
ment will be making a mistake and wili not 
be acting in the interests of the people of the 
colony if they do not consent to allow these papers 
to be laid on the table of the House. I must say 
I do not agree with the conduct of my hon. 
friend the member for Cook, Mr. Lumley Hill, 
who calls himself continually the "scavenger" of 
this House. He is continnally trying to drag 
to light all the acts of n,ny Government that 
ever sat on the opposite side of the House 
to himself with regard to every contract 
let by that Government, and he now turns 
deliberately round and assists in screening 
his own Government after having done what 
he is continually accusing the other side 
of the House of having done. 'rhe fact is, he 
has been sea venging so long in this House that 
he has become befouled himself, and wants 
someone to sweep him out. The only excme the 
Government appear to have for refusing to pro
duce these papers, or rather refusing to give this 
contract to J\Ie.,·rs. Carey and Maunrl, is because 
the contract was in the handwriting of Mr. 
B"Jiard, as was stated by the hon. member for 
Townsville, and because Mr. Ballanl was dis
missed by the Government from his office as 
Engineer. 

Mr. L UlVILEY HILL : What was he dis
missed for? 

Mr. lVIURPHY: It may have been for dis
dishonesty; perhaps it was. 

HoNOcllABLE JYIEl\IBEns : Xo, certainly not. 
Mr. MURPHY : There is no reason why the 

Government should eternally persecute this man. 
He was convicted of no crime that I know of, 
and cert>1inly there is no reason why other 
persons should be punished for the act of JYir. 
Ballard, because this contract happened to be in 
his hand writing. I tl1ink, sir, that the whole 
transaction is as shady as it can possibly be, 
and if the Government refuse to produce these 
documents, I for one shall not in the future look 
upon them as the honest Government which 
we have been accustomed to consider them for 
so long. We have been accustomed to look upon 
them as honest, even if they were foolish, but 

they will lose even that attribute after this, at 
least in my opinion, and, I am sure, in the opinion 
of many people in this country. 

Mr. ANNELR said: Mr. Speaker,-I took 
part in the debate on this question when it was 
previously before the House, being- of opinion 
that no man's schedule of prices should be 
divulged to the general public, and I am much 
strengthened in that opinion after hearing- the 
remarks which have been made by hon. mem
bers. Now, sir, why should a contractor's 
prices not be divulged? I know that con
tractors in tendering for works of this kind 
generally put a very good price on earth work, 
and clearing, and bridge\vork, ·which are all 
worb which they carry on rapidly when they first 
commence their contract. They do that in order 
to enable them to get a sum of money in their 
hands, knowing that they will be at a very large 
expense in the commencement of the job. The 
Go\'ernment is perfectly secure, as has been 
pointed out by the hon. junior member for Cook. 
Mr. Robb had to deposit £14,500 as deposit 
money on this contract; an cl his plant, before he 
could do an:-c works by which he could benefit, 
came to £10,000 more-in all£24,500. Now, sir, 
if we divulge a man's schedule of prices, we 
are putting his workmen in a position that I 
contend they should not be placed in. He 
may be getting 2s. Gd: a yard for cuttings and 
he may be sublettmg them for 1s. 6d., 
whereby he makes a profit of 1s. a yard. 
They are many other items in his schedule 
on which he makes no profit at all, and he must 
rely on this work for making up his deficiency in 
that respect. Now, men take those sub-con
tracts at ls. od. a yard and make good wages at 
them; but when they see what their employer 
is getting, they say to one another, "Look here, 
To•n, or Jim, our boss is getting 2s. 6d. ; we 
must jack up and do no more until he gives us a 
better price." Now, that is doing a great injury 
to a man who takes work of such magnitude as 
this, and has to depusi t such a large sum of 
money as Mr. Robb did in this case. I may say 
that the day after this was under discussion here 
before I met a railway contractor who said: "If 
you do this kind of thing it is ruination to any 
contractor. It would be a great loss to me if my 
schedule were published, so that all the men in 
my employ could see what was being done." 
The hon. member for Cook, :Mr. Hamilton, 
seems to infer that a great wrong has been clone 
to the colony. 

::Ur. HAMILTON: Yes. 
Mr. ANN.EAH: Where is the wrong? Mr. 

Robh is carrying out the work £7,000 under the 
tender of Mr. Carey. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Carey offered to do it for 
£7,000 less still. 

Mr. ANNEAR : The totals of all the tenders 
have been given. The Government are prepared 
tn give the totals of all the tenders, and that is 
all they should be asked to do. 

Mr. H.\MILTON: That proves nothing. 

Mr. ANNEAR : Mr. Robb's tender was about 
£30,000 over Mr. Carey's, but Mr. Robb is 
carrying out the contract for between £7,000 
and £8,000 less than 1\Ir. Carey's tender. 

Mr. MURPHY : You cannot tell that with. 
out seeing them. 

Mr. AN NEAR: I know that as a fact. It 
has been stated in this House, and stated in the 
leading paper of this colony. 

Mr. HAJYIILTON : Carey offered to cut him 
down by £7,000 more. 

Mr. ANN EAU: The Government reserve to 
themselves the same right as any private indi
vidual. At the foot of every advertisement for 
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tenders they say, "The lowest or any tender need 
not necessarily be accepted." Now when those 
tender8 came in it was considered, I 'presume, by 
the Government that the whole of them were 
too high. It was also important that the 
work should be let, and the hon. member for 
Cook, Mr. Hamilton, will bear me out in this
that before it was let there was an indignation 
meeting at Cairns, calling· attention cto the 
long delay in the carrying out of the work. 
There was another reason : The Premier 
was on the eve of departing for the old 
country, and I daresay he was anxious to see 
the work let before he left Queensland. I say 
~h~t that contract was let in no way to the 
lllJUry of the people of this colony, It has also 
been said that the prices have been reduced and 
the bridges altered. X ow I know, Mr. Speaker, 
that the bridges in that contract, when it was 
tendered for by l\1r. Carey, were the same brido·es 
that are in the contract at the present time. nir. 
Hannam, the Chief Engineer in the North, in 
whose honesty and ability I am sure every hon. 
member of this House has full confidence, had to 
go with Mr. Robb and his agents and reduce the 
schedule £30,000. Now, I do not for one moment 
doubt that Mr. Hannam carried out that duty 
entirely in the interest of the people of this colony. 
I may say that some few days before the death of 
the l~te l~mented Minister for \V orks, Mr. Miles, I 
was m his office when a telegram was brought in 
from Mr. Robb protesting against the publication 
of his schedule of price~ in this colony; so that the 
remark made by the hon. member for Cook, Mr. 
Hill, is perfectly correct. The hon. member for 
Townsville says that itlms been done inK ewSouth 
\Vales, but I take it that what has been done in 
that colony is no criterion as to what should be 
done in the Parliament of Queensland. I look 
npon this Parliament-and have looked upon it 
for years-as being far better conducted and 
containing far abler men, taking them as a whole, 
than the Parliament of that colony. I hope 
that the disgraceful scenes which we have 
seen in that Parliament will never be enacted 
in the Parliament of Queensland, and I do 
not think they will. As regards the remark 
made by .Mr. James Overend, I know that 
gentleman very well, and he is a man to taik 
like that. He wonld say to those gentlemen 
from ~ew South vVales, "\Vhat is the use of vour 
coming up here to tender against us? \V e can 
teach you how to do those things." That is the 
style of talk of Mr. Overend, and I believe what 
is in Mr. Carey's letter was the chaff which Mr. 
James Overend metes out to everv contu>ctor 
who tenders for railways with hiii1. There is 
no doubt that Mr. Carey is a perfect gentleman, 
and he would be well able to carry out this 
work if he had it to do. I am very sorry to 
hear the name of ~Ir. Ballard mentioned in 
this case at all. I look upon Mr. Mallard as a 
man who has done good work for this colony 
and I hope the time will come when we shall 
see him doing further work for this colony. If 
l\lr. Ballard were a tenderer, and his was the 
lowest tender, there is nothing, in my opinion, 
in Mr. Ballard's conduct to prevent him from 
getting the contract to carry out some of our 
most important works. There is no man in 
this colony more competent to do it. I hope 
that the senior member for Cook, lVIr. Hamilton, 
will see that in order to satisfy all he wants he 
does not require anything more than the totals 
of the whole of the tenders for the Cairns rail
way contract placed on the table. 

Mr. HAMILTON : We have the totals 
already. 

Mr. ANNEAR : I am sure no wrong hab been 
done to the people of the colony in the matter. 
To the late Minister for Works Mr. Carey was 

not known, and there was great urgency in 
regard to letting the contract owing to the 
departure of the Premier for London. \V e saw 
those gentlemen in the ~ orth clamouring for 
separation, saying they could get no justice from 
the present G•wernment, which is located in the 
South; and that gentleman did as I should have 
done myself. I think that if many eontracts of 
this character are let in the North, the sooner we 
separate the better-a contract for fifteen miles 
of rail way without rolling-stock, without stations, 
and without permanent way, for £290,000. 

Mr. CA::\1PUELL said: Mr. Speaker,-JTrom 
what has fallen from the hon. member for Mary
borough, Mr. Annear, I should think he has 
seen the tenders, and no doubt the schedule of 
prices. 

Mr. ANNEAH: I have not. 
Mr. CAMPBELL : If he has, every ho11. 

member is entitled to see them. I was surprised 
to hear him speak in reference to the amount 
Mr. Hobb had to pay down, and the amount of 
plant, and so forth. It is well known to this 
House that Mr. Carey was well able to pay 
down the amount, and that he was a successful 
contractor in New South vVales, where he had 
given every sati,;faction to the Government. He 
has been hardly dealt with in this matter, and I 
am surprised at the hon. member for Mary
bur0ugh, who is always patting the working 
man on the back, not wanting to allow the 
working man to see 1Ir. Robb's schedule of prices. 
vVith reference to the statement the hon. member 
forTownsvilleread, I happened to know nearly all 
of that before the contnct was actually let to 
Mr. Robb. I was stuck np during the flood 
at a place where I happened to meet 1Ir. Carey, 
on his way from Sydney to Queensland to pre
vent 1Ir. Robb from getting the contract, if 
possible. I was with him when he forwarded 
the telegram from Stanthorpe, and knew the 
whole of the busine;;s, and I had great sympathy 
with Mr. Carey throughout, knowing, as I did, 
the enormout3 expense he was put to in going to 
Cairns and surveying that rough and rugged 
country. I claim that, whenever tenders are sent 
in, and the lowest tenderer is eligible, it is a 
gross injnstice, not only on the part of the Gov
ernment, but on the part of a private individual, 
if the lowest tenderer does not get the contract. 
Tenderers should not be put to such heavy 
exponditnre and then shunted, in order that the 
contract may be gh en privately to mwther. I 
think it is only common justice to this House, 
and to the country, that the schedule prices of 
nir. Robb should be exposed. I have hearcl a 
great deal in the past how the Government ha~ 
been mulctecl by contractors in this colony ; in 
fact, I could prO\'e it. I am in a position to 
prove that some of the best contractors we have 
in Queensland were in the swim, and that one 
of them has rnulcted the Government to a 
considerable extent. If the work was altered 
after Mr. (";J,rey's tender was rejected, I say the 
matter cannot be too closely scrutinised, and 
it is only fair and just that the whole matter 
should be exposed to the public. 

Mr. NELSON said : Mr. Speaker,-As a 
matter of principle I intend to vote for the pro
duction of the papers; and I think a strong case 
has been made out in this particular instance why 
they should be laid before the House. I do not 
see why any difference should be made between 
railway contractors and others. vVe know that 
the prices of other contractors are open forinspec· 
tion ; but it appears that rail way contractors 
object for some reason or other, probably because 
they think men will take advantage of them if 
they know their prices. But the same remark 
applies to other contractors; and why railway 
contractors are to be privileged individuals, and 
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the public interest is to be subordinated to their 
interest, I am ate, loss to know. If this matter 
is not investigated, we shall be simply doing 
what the Premier so lately condemned-handing 
over the control of the expenditure of public 
money to others. \V hat we want to know is how 
the money has been expended ; that information 
is denied, and it seems extraordinary that when
ever· questions are asked with regard to the 
expenditure of loan money there is always some 
excuse for keeping it in the dark, and that looks 
very suspicious. It looks as if the loan money 
was not being used for the public benefit, but 
for the benefit of the Government, as if they 
used it for their own ends, for political pur
poses; and unless we investigate the matter we 
shall not be doing our duty to our constituents. 
I shall, therefore, vote in favour of having the 
papers produced, not only in this casP, but in 
every other case whenever necessity requires. 

Mr. NORTON said: Mr. Speaker,--I regard 
this as a very serious question-the publica
tion "f schedules connected with rail way con
tracts. ·when I say that, I merely repeat \vhat I 
thought when the matter was before the House 
about a month ago. Before the question was then 
put I carefully considered it previous to deciding 
what action I would take. Under ordinary 
circumstances I should not have voted for the 
production of the schedules, but I did so then, 
thinking there were circumstances connected 
with this contract that altered the complexion of 
affairs altogether. It is thought by some people 
connected with contracting that the unsuc
cessful tenderers were not treated fairly in 
the matter ; and I think there are good reasons 
for their entPrtaining that opinion. I do 
not pretend to >ay whether they are right or 
wrong, but I think they were justified in form
ing an opinion of that nature when their tenders 
were rejected-after they had gone to consider
able expense in obtaining the nece~sary in
formation in order to compile their tenders
and a contract was given privately t.o one of them. 
The sole objection to the contract lies in the fact 
that it was a prh ate tender which was accepted. 
The usual and proper system is to call for tenders 
and to decide, when they [lre received, to which 
tenclerer the contract should be given. Then we 
have fair competition. In this case, after a 
number of tenderers hC~cl come here-some from 
New South \Vales-and had gone to considerable 
expense in finding out what information they 
must have before they could put a tender i1~, 
besides going to the expense of making up the 
tenders, the wholP of them were rejected ; and a 
chance was not gi,•en to the whole of them, or 
even to a few of them, to put in fresh tenders, 
but arrangements were made-whether initiated 
in the vV orks Department or by the gentleman 
who got the contract, I do not know-bv which one 
man who had put in a tender had the "work given 
to him. It has been argued that it was desirable 
to settle the matter before the Premier left for 
England; but surely the other Ministers could 
have cleciclecl upon the tender after hif• departure. 
Surely he is not so essential to the carrying on of 
the administration that no rail way contract can 
be made without his presence. That is about 
the weakest argument that has been offered 
in explanation of the private contract. 'rhe hon. 
gentleman himself said that as a promise had 
been given to the people of Cairns that tenders 
should he called for by a certain time it was de
sirable that the promise should be fulfilled. A 
promise of that kind is all very well in its 
way, but if the Government were not really 
~eady to call for tenders by the promised time, 
It would have been far better that invitations 
to tender should have been delayed until 
they were ready. That would have been no 
breach of faith with the veople of Cairns, As I 

said before, my chief objection is that all the 
tenclerers were not treated fairly in this matter; 
and because of that, I think the circumstances 
are such as to require that tho'e schedules 
should be !aiel on the table of the House. We 
shall then see, with that information before us, 
whether the action taken by the Government 
and by the present contractor has been fair and 
square, and if that is found to be the case all 
suspicion of wrong dealing will be removed. For 
that reason I shall oppose the motion to rescind 
the resolution previously passed. 

Mr. BROWN said : Mr. Speaker,--There is 
one feature in this discussion which we should 
not lose sight of. It has been stated as a reason 
for not divulging these figures, by the hon. 
member for Maryborough, that they should not 
be disclosed because the contractor who might 
be getting 2s. Gel. a yard for certain work would 
not be able to get men to take it for ls. Gd. a 
yard. That seems a very extraordinary reason, 
because if the work can be clone for ls. Gd. it is 
quite certain that the contract<>r has no right to 
tender for 2s. 6d. There i·i wme mystery about 
this, which perhaps the production of the papers 
may explain. 

Mr. LUMLEY RILL, in reply, said: Mr. 
Speaker,-\Vith regard to what the hon. member 
for Townsville, Mr. Brown, has just said, it is a 
well-known fact, which I mentioned myself at 
the beginning of the debate, that contractors in 
their schedules of prices over-estimate some of 
the work and expect to make large profits out of 
it, while in other portions of the work they ~ut 
below the actual value anci have to make up with 
the surplusage. The contractor looks to save 
himself chiefly by the earthwork and clearing, 
because that work begins first and gives him a 
good balance in hand to work on. He can then 
afford to lose money un the bridges or some other 
portion of the work. Sometimes contractors lose 
money on a considerable proportion of their 
schedules. But as it is a system which they all 
follow, it need not be complained of in any par
ticular case. I have heard nothing- in the debate 
that would induce me to recommend the Govern
ment to break faith with a contractor in any 
way. 'L'he documents are all placed under 
seal ; it is a portion of the bargain that the 
schedules of prices should be kept secret, 
and to reveal them would certainly be a 
gross breach of faith. As to the four weeks 
that have elapsed since the pabsing of the 
former resolution, my colleague l\1r. Hamilton 
knows perfedly well that directly his notice 
appeared on the paper I took the first oppor
tunity of putting on a counter-motion ; and the 
late ::\Iinister for 'Norks, who was unfortunately 
absent through illness at the time, directly he 
came to town requested me to do so. 
Had he been here on that occasion all this 
trouble would have been saved, for he would 
have opposed the motion, and his vote would 
have turned the scale. He would have taken 
very good care that the hon. member's motion 
was not cctrriecl. IV e have had no explanation 
from the other side as to whether the Govern
ment would not lay themselves open to an action 
for damages in revealing the schedules of prices. 
My opinion is that they would. vVe have seen 
the case of lVIcSharry and O'Rourke. \Ve know 
them of old ; we know what they were, and we 
know that they are at present engaged in a most 
ex1•ensive arbitration case with the Govern
ment of :'lrew South Wales, for which the 
people of that colony will have to pay very 
heavily. Mr. Ballarcl's name has been bandied 
about pretty freely to-night in connection with 
this affair. It was said that he was in alliance with 
Carey and Maund. If so-and we remember 
what was the nature of Mr. Ballard's connection 
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with McShaiTy and O'R~urke on the Central 
Railway-it was quite a sufficient ground, with
out any other, for the Government to refuse to 
have anything to do with Oarey and Maund. 
The hem. member for Bhwkall says that Mr, 
Ballard resigned his position in the Government 
service. 

Mr. PATTISON: I dicl not say any such 
thing. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : Then it was the hon. 
member for Normanby. 

Mr. STEVENSON: I never said anything of 
the sort. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Mr. Ballard was 
called upon to resign. He had to ~end in his 
resignation after the disgraceful illicit connection 
he was proved to have had with the firm of 
McSharry and O'Rourke. 'vVe know all about 
Mr. Ballard ; and as long as the present Govern
ment is in existence or any worthy successors 
of them, neither Mr. Ballard nor McSharry and 
O'Rourke will ever get a contract in this 
colony. If the Opposition get into power, it 
is very likely they will-the McSharrys and 
O'Rourkes will be let loose upon us again. 
Therefore I really think it is worth while endea
vouring to keep the present Government in 
power a little longer, I sincerely hope that the 
motion will be rescindfd and that the Govern
ment will not produce those papers. I believe 
they will lay themselves open to a heavy claim 
for damages if they do. 

Question put, and the House divided:
AYEs, 20. 

Sir S. "\V. Griffith, l\Iessrs. Dutton, ~Ioreton, Hhcrida.n, 
Fraser, S. W.llrooks, Rutle1lge, Aland. )1ellor, 13nckland, 
1\IcJ\.iaster, Wakeiield, Salkeld, Kates, Annear, Higson, 
Lumley Hill, Bailey, Bulcock, and Grimes. 

NoEs, 14, 
Messrs. Nort.on, Ohnbb, J.facrossan, Nelson, Hamilton, 

Adams, Pattison, St.evenson, Donaldson, Philp, Jesso:p, 
Brown, Camp bell, ancl ::IIurphy, 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

LANDS DEPARTMENT RETURNS. 

Mr. SALKELD, in moving-
L That the order of the House made on the llth 

August last, that there be laid upon the table of the 
House certain papers relating to lands obtainrd from 
the Crm:vn by selection, auction, and pre-emption, be 
rescinded. 

2. That the House do make the following order in 
place thereof :-'!'hat there be laid upon the table of tbe 
House, a return showing,-

(1) The names of all landed proprietors-1vhether 
individuals, syndicates, banks, or other corpo
rate bodics-o\vning six hundred and forty (6·.1-0; 
acres or up,vards of freehold country lands, 
with the aroa in each case; 

(2) The number, average area, and total area of all 
selections in each land agent's district taken up 
in each six months during: the first two ancl 
a-half (2~) :rears nfter the coming into operation 
of the Crown Lands A-cts of 1868, lb76, am! 1884, 
respectively, distinguishing gra7.ing from agri
cultural farms under the Act of 1884; 

(3) The area and price per acre of all !anrls sold by 
auction, and of all lands pre-cmpted under the 
PastoJ al Leases Acts during each of the last 
eight (8) years. 

-said: Mr.Speaker,-Theorder that was pa.ssed 
by the House on the 11th ~~ugust included the 
names of the original purchasers or selectors, the 
dates of purchase or application to select, the 
dates of the issue of titles, and the price ]Jer 
acre paid to the Crown for such lands. It also 
ordered that the number of selections and the area 
of each selection be given. I intended to have 
altered that motion at the time, but it was 
declared "formal," and by mistake I did not do 
so. My object in moving to rescind that order 
and substituting the present one is that it will 

take a great deal less time and work than the 
original. I have ascertained that the work 
involved in the previous order would be very 
large indeed, and although the information 
would be very desirable to have, I have thought 
it best not to put the Government to the 
extra expense that it would necessitate, and to 
coniine the order to it" altered shape. I think 
it is very desirable that the motion should Le 
passed, as it will be a great saving on the original 
order. I do not know that I need say anything 
more on the matter. The motion was declared 
"not forn1al," but I do not suppose any hon. 
member will object to it. 

Mr. DO~ALDSON said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
trust that this motion '"ill not be allowed to pas,~. 
I spe>tk in the interest of the country ; I believe 
there will be a very great expense in getting 
out this return, and I am surprised that the 
Government do not offer ;;ome opposition to the 
motion. I am certainly not one who would 
oppose any information being given to the 
country that may be of any real service, but the 
cost of preparing and printing the return 
asked for in this motion will, I am certain, be 
very great, and after all it will not serve any 
useful purpm;c, I am confident that it will 
cost thou;;ands of pounds to get this retum, 
and what good will it be after all? The 
hon. member who pro[Josed the motion certainly 
did not give any good reason why the return 
should be granted; in fact, he gave no reason 
whatever. If he had given strong reasons in 
support of his proposition, it is quite possible 
th>tt I might have concurred in them, and not 
have opposed the motion. But the idea of 
spending sBveral thousand pounds in this way, at 
a time when retrenchment is the order of the 
clay in the public derxcrtmenb, seems to me a 
strange way of exerci>'ing economy, As I said 
before, I am surprised that the Govern
ment, who are the custodians of the public 
purse, ha,-e nothing to say in opposition to this 
motion. I do think that it ought not to be 
carried, unless some stronger reasons are given 
than those offered by the hon. member f~ 
Ipswich, Mr. Salkeld. 

The MINISTER JWR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I do not know npon what the hon. 
gentleman who has jw;t spoken bases his calcula
tions of the cost of this return. He says that it 
will cost several thmmands of pounds. \V ell, I 
do not think he knows much about it. I must 
say that it is a nether strang·e departure for the 
hon. member to start protecting the Government 
by economising in this way-Ly opposing the 
motion of the hon. member for Ipswich. 

l\Ir. DONALDSON: When did I ever advo· 
cate extravagance ? 

The 1\IH\ISTER FOR WOTIKS : I do not 
charge the hon. gentleman with advocating ex· 
travagance, hut I say I am rather surprised at 
his effort to protect the Government, I do not 
know why he should oLject to the motion, because 
it is a very mneh curtailed return that is now 
asked for than the one formerly 5c<nctioned by 
this Home. It will not involve nearly so much 
work, and will consequently be very much less 
expensive. It will also contain a great deal of 
valmtblc information for everybody, both in this 
Home and the country-information that most 
people in the country arc totally ignorant of 
at the pre.<ent time. They do not know how 
those lands have been acquired, or by whom 
or how they are now held. l<'or the rea· 
sons I have given I am not disposed to 
object to the motion of the hon. member for 
Ipswich. I believe the return will be a minable 
one. It will no doubt involve a good deal of 
work in preparing it, but the cost will be nothing 
like the amount mentioned by the hon. member 
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for \Varrego. Probably at the outside the return 
will not cost more than £200 or £300. It will, 
I believe, take a long time to get the infor
mation, as some of the work can only be done 
by a clerk from the Lands Department after 
office-hours; it will probably take some months 
to prepare it, and I do not think the return i~ 
likely to be laid on the table of the House this 
session. 

Mr STEVENSON said: Mr. Speaker,-If 
this return was so necessary, why did not the 
Government have it prepared themselves instead 
of getting one of their supporters to take up the 
time of the House in asking for it? If they wanted 
the information published why did not the hon. 
member at the head of the Lands Department 
get it made out without making auy fuss about 
it in this House? I do not believe the hon. 
gentleman has the slightest idcit what the 
return is going to cost. I am informed by a 
very good authority-by a man who knows more 
about the Lands Office than the present 
Minister for ·works, who until lately was 
Minister for Lands-that it will cost about 
£7,000. The Colonial Secretary laughs. \Yell, 
the hon. gentleman knows almost as much about 
the matter as the Minister for Works. It seems 
to be a very funny way of exercising economy to 
itgree to the printing of such an expensive return. 
I am sure the lately appointed TreaBurer ought 
to object to the proposal if no one else does, 
unless the Government put up the hou. member 
for Ipswich to make the motion. 

Mr. SALKELD : No. 

Mr. STEVENSON: I was informed as soon 
as the motion was t"bled that the hon. member 
had been put up to it by the Government. 

Mr. SALKELD : The hon. member is mis
informed. 

Mr. STEVENSON: If the hon. member says 
" No," of course I must accept his word ; but 
" a wink is as good as a nod to a blind horse," 
as they say, and, of course, the hon. member 
for Ipswich being ready to take a quiet hint did 
not need any specific instruction in the matter. 
As the hon. member for 'vVarrego suggests to 
me, the passing of this motion will, at any rate, 
show up the Land Act of the Minister for 
Works. 

Mr. DONALDSON: No; I did not sn,y that. 

Mr. STEVENSON: Well, it will have that 
effect anyway; but, on the score of economy, I 
shall certainly very strongly oppose the motion, 
and I am perfectly sure that what I say in 
regard to the expense will be found to be correct, 
or very nearly so. 

The Ho:;<. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I should like to know what the 
Trea,urer has to say on this subject. I have 
been told that a member on this side of the 
House who moved for some papers was asked 
to go through those papers and select what he 
thought should be printed, because the Govern
ment objected to printing too many papers at 
the present time, upon the score of economy. 
The printing of those papers would hn,ve cost 
£5 or £6 at the very outside, and the print
ing of those now asked for would cost hundreds. 
The Premier will probably remember that in 
1876 I moved for a return of certain lands 
up to 1,280 acres. He was in the then 
existing Ministry, and he should know that 
that return cost something like £1,000, and it 
did not go so far as this motion. Why it was 
not kept up I do not know, hut it did not ask 
for nearly as much information tts is now asked 
for by the hon. member for Ipswich. I am 
inclined to think that the statement made by the 

hon. member for Normanby, upon authority, as 
to the cost of this return, is much nearer the 
trnth than the statement of the l'!Iinister for 
\Vorks. On the principle of economy, I shall 
certainly oppose a motion of this kind being 
carried. It is proposed to dismiss officers in the 
Lands Department at the present time, and 
I think it W)uld be shameful to incur such "'n 
expense as this return would involve. I should 
like to know what is the opinion of the Premier 
on this matter. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Sp'eaker,-I am 
sittisfied with the reason given by my hon. 
colleague, the 11inister for Works-who knows 
better than I do what it would cost to make out 
this return-that the expense will not be very 
great. I do not think it will cost very much, 
and I think that the information will be very 
valuable; that it will be worth the small amount 
of money it will cost. 

The Ho:-r. J. M. MACROSSAN: Do you 
know what mine cost? 

The PREJYIIER: No, I do not; but I do not 
think this return will cost very much. As far as 
the 2nd paragraph is concerned, the information 
asked for in that can be obt>tined in the Lands 
Department, and a clerk can make out the 
retums in half-an-hour, and the third one could 
be made out in a couple of days .. The informa
tion required for the 1st paragraph would, of 
course, involve some searching, but it would take 
very little writing. It wrmld si m ply require the 
services of a clerk for possibly a fortnight or 
three weeks to make the necessary inquiries. 

The HoN. J. M. l'IIACROSSAN: How will 
the information be in the Lands Office when the 
Lands Department has changed hands since the 
land was alienated ? 

The PREMIER : The second and third 
returns, I say, can be made out in the Lands 
Office, and the information for the other one will 
hn,ve to be obtained by searching in the Real 
Property Office. That will occuuy some time, 
but the copying of the return will not take lung. 
The services of a clerk will, perhaps, be reqnired 
for two or three weeks, at any rate not much 
longer. 

Mr. NORTON said: 1\Ir. Speaker,-The hon. 
Minister for \Vorks stated that a quantity of this 
work could be done in the Lands Office by clerks 
employed after hours. 

'l'he MINISTER ]'OR WORKS: No, I did 
not. 

:Mr. NORTON: Then I understood him to 
say so. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon. 
gentlenmn is wrong. I did not say that. I said 
the work in the Heal Property Otfice would 
necessarily have to be done after office-hours. 

Mr. NOllTON: I think the hon. gentleman 
must have made a mistake. He did say the 
Lands Office, but he may have intended to say 
the Heal Property Office. Hon. members would 
like to know if the clerks will be paid for 
overtime. Might I ask the hon. gentleman if 
such will be the Citse ? 

The 11INISTER l<'OR WORKS: No, they 
will not. 

Mr. NOR TON: I asked that question because 
I have been led to understand that the clerlm 
lately have not been paid overtime. I see the 
lights burning in the windows of the Lands 
Office sometimes when I am going home. I saw 
them last night, and I presumed someone was at 
work there. If they do not get paid overtime, 
and are worked uPtil that time at night, it is 
rather rough on them. It was 9 o'clock when I 
passed the Lands Office last night and the 
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lights were still burning, and T have seen them 
burning later th::m that. If the clerks are kept 
working until that time, it is very rough on 
them if they do not get paid overtime. 

Mr. STEVENSON: They are sacking others 
at the same time. 

Mr. NOR TON: In regard to the return I do 
not like to oppose it, because I think it is always 
desirable if hon. gentlemen w,wt information of 
this kind to let them have it. I am satisfied that 
the return will cost a great deal more than the 
hon. gentlenian thinks. By the time the infor
mation is obtained and the figures tabulated as 
they will have to be, it will have cost a great 
deal large,- sum than is expected. I am sure 
that the vrinting will cost very much. more than 
the cost of working it up, and the mformatwn 
will be of no use unless it is printed. It is no 
use producing these tables and stowing them 
away below. \Vhat the hon. member for 
Townsville, Mr. Macrossan, said was f[Uite right, 
that in some cases where a large number of 
pavers were produced, hon. members were 
asked to select those which would answer their 
purpose. I have been asked to do it myself. I 
have gone over a batch of papers that I do not 
suppose would be more than one-fourth of these, 
and yet I was asked to look over them and select 
those I thought were necessary, before they 
were printed, and I did so. I know that others 
have done the same thing, and that it was done 
simply from motives of econorny. \V e should 
save expense where it possibly can be ,,aved, and 
if clerks are to be got rid of because the Govern
ment wish to economise, I think in matters like 
this the Government ou~ht to consider very 
seriously whethe; t~ey will agree to havi':g a 
large return of thiS krnd made at all. I hes1tate 
to oppose returns o£ this kind, because they may 
lead to good; but I think a lot of the papers are 
obsolete, and will be of no use at all. 

The Mn\TSTER J<'OR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-\Vith the permission of the Hou~e I 
would like to give a few words of explanatwn. 
It was indicated rather than expressed by the 
hon. member for Townsville, when somebody 
interjected, that the Lands Office clerks. are 
paid for overtime. They are not pa1d overtune. 
'l'hev are allowed half-a-crown for supper when 
kept in the office until 9 o'clock or 10 o'clr:ck; 
but I maintain that is not ]Jayment for overt1me. 
They cannot get home for supper, and they 
mus't, therefore, go to an hotel for it. I am 
substanti<tlly correct in saying that ~hey are n~Jt 
paid overtime. The expense of th1s return m 
the Lands Office will not be gre,tt ; but as to the 
Real Property Office, I cannot estimate what 
the probable cost will be, for the very reason that 
the work will have to be clone after office-hours. 
I am satisfied that the work wili not be costly. 

Question vut, and the House divided:

Ans. 17. 
Ri.r S. \V. GriftHh, )fe~~rs. Rutledge, Dutton. 1foreton, 

li1ra,:-;er, Bnckla,nd, \Vhite, :.\Ic.:.\I:tster, Annear, \Yakefield, 
Sallmld, Bailey, Grimes, Bulcock, Higson :Morgan, a.nd 
Sheridan. 

Nm:~, 14. 
).fessrs. Norto~I, Ohnb1J, Th1nrphy, Adnrns, PatCis~n, 

Stevenson, l\facross::m, Nelson, Hamilton, Lumlcy IIlll, 
Philp, S. W. Brooks, Brown, and Donalclson. 

Question resolved in the aff.rmative. 

BUNDABERG SCHOOL OJ!' ARTS LAND 
SALE BILL. 

SECOND READING, 

Mr. ADAMS said: Mr. Speaker,-In rrsmg 
to move the second reading of this Bill, I 
may say. that it it; almost a f"c,-simile of a 
Bill whiCh was passed by Parhament l~st 
session, and I do not think it worth my while 

to go very much into detail. It is a Bill to 
enable the trustees of certain allotments of 
land in Bundaberg either to sell or mortgage the 
land for the purpose of erecting a new school 
of arts. Now, I do not think myself that there 
is any probability whatever of. the trustees of 
the school of arts ever attemptmg to mortgage 
unless thev are unable to get wh>~t they consider 
to be a fair value for the land. The Bill has been 
sent to a selEct committee, and I have to greatly 
tho,nk the 'nembers of the cmmr.ittee for the 
assistance they have given me. I am sorry I 
could not get the members of the school of ar~s 
committee down from Bundaberg, but I. have .m 
their place induced two gentlemen m Ens
bane who know something about the value 
of the htnd, to give evidence. They were 
examined by the committee, and I am per
fectly satisfied that those two gentlemen, 
who· know the position of the. school. of 
arts have ~iven very valuable mformatwn. 
I m; 1st say that in going through the Bill I had 
vttluable assistance from the hon. member for 
Bowen and he has made certain amendments 
by strddng out some portions of the Bill, wh!ch 
were considered absolutely unnecessary. 'I he 
committee examined J\!Ir. Buss, a gentleman who 
has had a great deal to do with l>J:ncl-purchasing 
in the district and he was able to g1 ve a very clear 
idea as to the value of this property. I may 
mention that the trustees of the school of arts 
intend if pn11sible to erect a more suitable build
ino- th~n thev h~ve at present. Some eighteen 
m~nths ago 'they altered their rules so as to 
admit at a lower sub;cription than adults young 
men frorr1 sixteen years of age and upwards, and 
the result has been that many young men who used 
to loiter about the corners of the streets now ~o 
to the school of arts. I need not take up the 
time of the House any further, but will .simply 
move that the Bill be now read a second tune. 

Mr. NOR TON said: Mr. Speaker,-Tbere is 
one matter in this Bill which strikes me as being 
comewhat insecure. Provision is made that the 
;noney obtained by the sale of this land shall 
be invested by the trustees in the same mann~r 
n' the original graut ; but a further power IS 

given to the trustees to borrow the sum of 
£2,000. If they borrow that sum I do not ~ee 
what is to prevent the mortg.a:;ee~ from sellmg 
the property at sor<:e future tune ~f. the trustees 
do not comply w1th the cond1twn' of the 
n1ortgage. I ren1eni ber _tha~ on tvro or three 
occasions verv great obJectiOn has been made 
in this Hmlsf' to grunting the power to 
trustees of these propertie~ to mortgage th.em 
at all, for the reason that the same thu~g 
might happen in their case as happened m 
Brisbane at one time, and as has happened, as Y'?ll 
know, sir, in Tom\ oomba, where the trustees d1d 
not comply with the conditions of the mortgag:e 
and the property w>~s sacrificed. Unless t~ere IS 

some security given that the prope~·ty 'Y1ll not 
paPs out of the hands of the t~ustees m tlus way, 
this is a dangerous power to g1ve. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKEHAL (Hon. A. Rut
ledge) said: Mr. Speaker1-I thin!< it was 
the intention of the Comm1ttee to g1ve power 
to the trustees to mise moneys by t~e 1:1or~
gage of this land ; but in the B1ll 1~ IS 

stated that the power may be exerc1sed 
'' fron1 time to tin1e " to raise a s1un or 
sums of money not exceeding at an~ one tin~e 
the sum of £2,000. The que,tion anses--Is 1t 
intended by this that the total sum to be raJSed 
in this way shall not exceed £2,000, or may a 
number of sums, each not exceeding £2,000, be 
raised in this way? 

:Mr. CHUBB : It is an exact copy of a similar 
clause in the South Brisbane Mechanics Institute 
Land Sale Act. 
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The ATTORNEY- GENERAL: I merely 
point that out. I have no objection to the BilL 
I think it is desirable that the authorities of 
schools of arts should have the power to raise 
money for the purpose of enabling them to carry 
out their trust. 

Mr. CHUBB said: Mr. Speaker,--This Bill 
received the very mtreful consideration of the 
select committee, and the points now referred 
to were discussed at some length by the 
members of that committee. \Ve thought it 
advisable to modify the Bill upon the model 
of the South Brisbane Mechanics Institute 
Land Sale Act passed last session. The 
committee of the school of arts asked leave 
to borrow £3,000, but the Committee thought 
that too much, and would only allow them 
to go as high as £2,000 in the aggregate. 
That is, I think, as far as they may fairly 
be allowed to go. They also asked power to 
mortgage any lands that might be purchased 
from the proceeds of the land that would be sold, 
comprising the original grant, but the Com
mittee did not allow that. 'l'he Committee 
reduced it as nearly as possible to a few-simile 
of the Bill passed or the South Brisbane 
lYiechanics' Institute. If we once recognise the 
propriety of allowing these societies to sell their 
land or mortgage it~and we have clone so~ I 
do not see how we can refuse the power to the 
committee of the Bundaberg or any other school 
of arts that may ask for it. Some formal amend
ments were also made in the Bill to make it 
harmonious and in accordance with the terms 
of the deed of grant. 

Question pn t and passed. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, the committal 
of the Bill was made an Order of the Day for 
Thursday next. 

THE CHINESE IMMIGRANTS REGULA
TION ACT A71IENDMENT ACT OF 
1884 AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. BROVVN moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the \Vhole to consider 
the desirableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
the Chinese Immigrants Regulation Act Amend
ment Act of 1884. 

Question put and passed. 

Mr. BROWN moved~ 
r_t'hat it is desirable to introduce a, Bill to amend 

the Chinese Immigrants Regulation Act Amendment 
Act of 188-t. 

Question put and passed 
The House resumed, and the CHAIRl\IAll 

reported the resolution. 

FIRST READil'IG. 

Mr. BRO\VN presented the Bill, and moved 
that it be read a first time. 

Question put and passed, and the second read
ing of the Bill made an Order of the Day for 
Thursday next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,~As 

there is no private business on the paper for to
morrow, I beg to move that this House at its 
rising adjourn till Tuesday next. 

Question put and passed. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,~ I beg 
to move that this House do now adjourn, 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty minutes to 

10 o'clock. 
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