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296 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Formal 111otions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thw·sday, 18 August, 1887. 

Adjournment-Return n(l.Il to the 2.\Iayor.--Qncstions.
Petition- Chinese Inuuigration.- Formal ~Iot,ions.
Adjournment-Pnblic IIoliday.-~cwspaver I)ro~ 

prietorsand Publishers Relief Bill-second reading. 
-\'lays and ~leans-resumption of committce.
Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

ADJO"GRNMENT. 
RETURN BALL 'l'O THE JYIAYOR, 

]\fr. DONALDSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
desrre to ask the Premier, without notice if he 
has any objection to adjourn the Hous~ early 
this evening, say at 9 o'clock, on account of the 
return ball to his worship the Mayor. 

The PREJYIIER(Hon. SirS. W. Griffith)said: 
Mr. Speaker,-If it will suit the convenience of 
hon. members I have no objection on the part of 
the Government to adjourn at about 9 o'clock. 

Mr. KELLETT said: Mr. Speakcr,-If we 
are likely to adjourn at 9 o'clock we mig·ht as 
well adjourn at tea-time, because many hon. 
members have to travel some distance before they 
can get ready, and I do not see how they can 
manage it very well. I do not think much busl
ness can be done after tea. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,--

The SPEAKEH : I may inform the hon. 
member that there is no question before the 
Hmme. 

QUESTIONS. 
Mr. FEHGUSON asked the Minister for 

Works-
1. Is it the intention of the Government to invite 

tenders .for the ext.cn:~don of the Central Raih't-ray from 
Barcaldme Downs to the 'l'homson ltiver? 

2. At what date 1vill tenders be invited.? 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) replied-

1. The Government intend to ilrdtc tenders for a 
further extens~on of the Central Railvmy to Ilfra.combe, 
ahout forty miles beyond Barcalcline. 

2. It is expected that the department 1vill be in a 
position to nnitc tenders in about three month~. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL asked the Minister for 
'Vorks-

l. II<'tve the claims of O'Rourke and ::.VIcSharry in 
connection with,-

lst. 'l'he Brisbane Ya!lcy Rail war, 
2nd. The Buntlaberg and Mount Perry Railway, 

be~n finally settled ?-if not, have any lllOlleys been 
pa1d on account? 

2. If so, what were the amounts so paid and the 
names of the parties who received the money P 

3. If the claims have not been settled, 'vhat course 
do the Government intenll to ta.ko with regard to 
them? 

The :YIINISTER FOR WORKS replied-
!. 'l'ho claims made by ii:Iessrs. O'Ronrkc an<l 

ll.:IciSharr_\" for the Brisbane Valley and Tinndaberg to 
:.r\lount Perry Railways have been settled by tltc a'yard 
in each case of the Chief Engineer. 

In regard to the Bundabcrg to ::\fount rerry Railway 
the amount awarded, together with jnterost, making 
a total of £1,922 l5s. 5d., less £6Gl l9s. Id., hire of 
engine supplied to the contractors, has been yaid to J.lr. 
'rhynne, as solicitor for the plaintiffs, who received the 
amount under lJrotest. 

2. No further claim can be made in accorclance 
with the conditions of the cont1·acts. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the Colonial Secretary
!. Is it the intention of the Government to erect 

police (!Uartcrs at Bingcra, for which it is stated money 
has been voted r 

2. If so, when will tenders be invited P 

The PHI£l\1IEH said : Will the hon. gentle
man repeat his que.;tion on Tuesday? 1\.fy hon. 
colleague the Colonial Secretary is not here, and 
I have not seen him to-day. 

PETITION. 

CHINE~E Iil!ii!IGRATION. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE presented a petition 
from the mayor of Ipswich on behalf of a public 
meeting held at that place, praying that the 
House will take immediate action with respect 
to Chirlese immigration; and moved that it be 
rea cl. 

Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. MACFARLANE, the 
petition was received. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed 

to:--
By the HoN. G. THOHN-
r!,hat t.here be laid upon the table of the House a 

RQturn of all papers and correspondence. in connection 
with Selr,r;tion So. 13D, Ipswich land agent's district, 
selected unrh r the Crow-n Lands Act of 1881•. 

By Mr. NOHTOX (for 1\-fr. Jessop)-
'l'hat there be laid upon the table of the Ilonse a 

Return of all officers dismissecl awl resigned from all the 
IJrincipal gaols and penal establishments in the colony, 
inclncllng St. IIelcna. for the last, hYelYe months, 1vith 
the causes for such dismissals and rcsigna t.ions. 

By the PREJ:\.IIER-
1. That this IIonsc will, at its next sitting, resolve 

H&:·df iuto a Committee of t.110 1nwlc to cousidcr the 
desirableness of introducing a lUll to divit1c the colony 
iuto districts for financia,llllll'llOscs, and to provide for 
the keeping of scp~rate arcounts of the g .. meral and 
local revenue and expenditure of the colony, nnll the 
expenditure 1Yitllin sucll districts of the revenue ra.iscll 
therein. 

2. That this House will, at it:;:; next sitting, resolye 
itself into a. Committee of the "\Vholc to consider the 
desirableness of introducing a Bill to make provision 
for the establishment of branches of the several Govern
ment departments in the Central and Xorthcrn districts 
of the colony. 

3. Tlutt this House will, a.t its next sitting, resolve 
itsf!lf into a. Committee of the 1Vholc to con~Wcr the 
desirableness of introducing a. Bill to make lH'OYision 
for the establishment of branches of the office of the 
Hegis.trar of Titles in the Central and Northern districts 
ofthc colony. 

~t. That this House wm, at its next sitting, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the "\Vhole to consider the 
desirableness of introducing a, Bill to provide for the 
construction, maintenance, and management of works 
for the storage and distribution of water, 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-Before 
the House pa"ses to the consideration of the 
Orders of the Day, I think it desirable that we 
should decide to what time the House should 
adjourn at its rising this evening. I suppose 
no hon. member considers it desirable to sit 
to-morrow, and in the ordinary course we should 
have to adjourn the House to-day until Tuesday 
next. The difficulty is that Tuesday next is a 
public holiday also, and though I do not know 
that that necessarily is a sufficient ground for 
adjourning, I have endeavoured to consult the 
wishes of hon.members, and I understand a great 
many oft hem prefer to adjourn to \V ednesdaynext. 
I feel some reluctance in proposing that, consider
ing the importance of the businesss at present 
before the House. The sooner the motion before 
the House, in Committee of \V ays and Means, 
is disposed of, the more satisfactory it will be 
to the Government. However, if hon. members 
desire to adjourn to \Vednesday, I have no 
objection to propose it. I do not think that, 
under all the circumstances, the debate on Tuesday 
evening, if we met on that day, would be very 
satisfactory, as many members might not be 
present, and those who did attend would pro
bably be tired from the exertions of the day. I 
make the proposition with reluctance, under the 
circnmstances, but I believe I shall be consulting 
the convenience of hon. members by moving that 
this House at its rising adjourn until Wednesday 
next. 

Question put and passed. 

NEWSPAPER PROPRIETORS AND 
PUBLISHERS RELIEF BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,
In rising to speak to this Bill I trust that you, 
sir, will not think that in some of the allusions I 
shall have to make I am generalising the Press, 
and harshly criticising a great number of very 
respectable journals, and very well-conducted 
and well-informed journals, which exist not only 
in this colony and the other colonies, but also all 
over the world, and to which I myself am most 
grateful for the instruction and information I 
h:we received from them. I have no wish that 
any harsh criticism I may have to make on 
the conduct of certain newspapers should be 
taken as applicable in any way to the Press as 
a whole, and to the honourable profession which 
I have all my life, or at all events up to the 
last few years, held in very considerable respect 
indeed. I regret to say that I have had reason, 
owing to the conduct of certain corrupt journals, 
to change my opinion and modify it very much, 
and I consider that in a democmtic colony like 
this it is the duty of the Crown-that is, the 
people-to protect their public officers and their 
representatives, who are, after all, themselves, 
in the fearless and com;cientious discharge of 
their duties. I hold this Assembly to be the 
8upreme power, even over the judg•'H of the 
Supreme Court. I, therefore, hold that it should 
have the supreme control over the Press too. 
The Press used to be contented with the 
position which was formerly assigned to it 
of the ]'ourth Estate. It is no longer con
tented with that ; it wishes to be the First 
Estate. It aspires to that pooition now. I, for 
one, protest, not against the liberty of the Press 
-let it have the fullest freedom, let it indulge in 
free criticism, and so long as it criticises measures 
fairly I do not object-but I protest against the 
unbridled license and the nnlicensed tyranny 
that is going on from day to day till it is hard to 
say what power can stop it or where it will all 

encl. Are we to govern ourselves entirely by the 
Press? Are we, who are the representatives of 
the people, to submit to the tyranny of the 
Press? I can see that the day is coming, ::tnd 
that it is not far distant, unless something is 
done to control the Press, when the position of any 
member of this House will become intolerable 
if he does not bow down and worship the edicts 
of the Press. And in the case of a public servant 
who fearlessly, independently, and justly dis
charges his duty, if the Press, or any section of 
the Press, chooses to take a down upon him and 
have a grudge against hiin, they can 1nake it 
so hot ,;,nd so unpleasant for him that he will 
have to get out o£ that. I am not going back to 
ancient history in this matter. It is the history 
of this year that I slmll deal with. But if I were 
to go back into ancient history I could show 
that there is not on record a single case in which 
a conviction has been obtained under the criminal 
libel laws in this colony since its formation. 
There has not been one conviction. That is the 
only allusion I shall make to ancient history. 
Not once has the Press,-not the Press-! beg 
the Press's pardon,-but any newspaper pro
prietor been criminally punished for libel. I 
will take now a recent case which concerns 
myself, or rather my electorate, and therefore 
myself, as I arn a representative of the people. 
The case to which I refer took place in Cairns. 
The vast majority of the people at Cairns, 
which, I take it, I represent, are a peaceful, 
law-abiding, orderly people, anxious to live 
quietly and at peace with their neighbours. But 
there is in that place, as there is in all other 
places, a section of the community quite the reverse 
of this, ever ready to make laws, and just as ready 
to break them. I am thankful to say that 
they are in a very small minority. Nevertheless 
they exist, and they are locally known as tha 
"dynamite party." That is the sobriquet they 
have. They make a great noise and are a source 
of terror to the rest of the community. Of 
course any police magistrate ruling those people 
with a firm hand ancl keeping them in order 
throws himself open to their dislike and fear 
and contempt. The section of the community 
that I allude to, locally known as the "dynamite 
party," found it, in the course of their opera
tions, advisable to start a newspaper on a 
limited liability scheme, with the object-the 
avowed object-of hunting the police magistmte 
out of the place. They started with that object; 
and soon after the company was formed into a 
limited liability company. I will here read to 
the House one of tl1e scurrilous, and, I may 
say blasphemous, effusions, which appeared in 
this paper. It is headed "The Cairns Prayer, 
to be said mOTning and evening by the suffering 
residents of Cairns," and reads as follows :-

'' ,,-erecommcncl the foll01vingpraycr to the attention 
of the Cairns heathen, and trust tllcy will coutiuuc to 
thump at it until it llroduccs tlw desired effect :-

' 0 God, grant unto us, Thy servants, relief from our 
]H'O!'ent su1lerings. Grant them 'l'lly favour, 0 Lord, 
in this one instance, ancl Thy servants '''ill for ever 
follow in ':Phy path. 0 Omnipotent Being, \VC apvroach 
thee with fear and. trembling·-fear that thou shoul<h;t 
turn a deaf car to our surplications, ancl trembling as 
we think of the consequences attached to your failing 
to attcucl to our want,'5. 0 God, instil into the hearts 
of tile Gritnth }iinistrY to move one HenrY J1L Chester, 
once magistrate at '!1hursday Js.:land. alld now chief 
law-giver in our midst. 0 IIeaYenly l<'ather, Tlty 
servants are a long-suffering people, but the yoke that 
thou hast in 'rhy wisdom ea.st U}lOll us is greater 
than '\Ye can bear. Turn the hearts of the Brisb::me 
Administration so that they may Usten to our gricy~ 
Hnces and Temove from amongst us our prPscnt mag-u;
tratc. 0 merciful !11athcr, grant our request. Debar 
not 'l'lly servants from justice. Help us to cast off our 
load. for -veril} we are heavily laden, yt;a like unto a. 
cam Cl carrying two t.ons weight over the mountains of 
IIcrbcrton. 0 HeaYcnly Father, turn not away from us, 
for thou in tby all-seeing wisdom hast surely noticed 
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the actionB of the Police :J.iagistrate. 1\"e, Thy servants, 
do not consider him collll)etcnt to dispense Thy 
laws and precepts, and would fa.in have a change of 
administration. "'ith lowly hmnlJle attitude we ap
proach 'l'hy footstool ; 0 Lord, turn us not away. 
0 God, we nsk not to be rcnmgecl on Henry Chester. 
If thou shoulch;t sec fit to discharge him from the ser
vice of the State, grant unto him a sitnation~even the 
situat:.on of uutteh and boot-hLCe seller to the Brisbane 
public. l~or this \York, 0 Jhtther, he is i'initcd. 0 
Ucavcnly Father, \YC 110\\T thank You for listening t-) onr 
wailing, and knowing that You arc quick to grt.mt relief 
to all who aplll'Ortch 'l'hy thron); in an humble Rpirit, we 
reverently hope that the snffcring~ and miseries of 
Thy chosen ones of Cairns will soon cease to exist. 0 
Gocl, once more we ask, 1 .Move the J:lolicc :-.Iagistrate 
from Cairns.' 

11 This prayer maybe conclnded ·with the Lord's Prayer 
if considered advisable by the supplicant." 

Now, I do not want to take up the time of the 
House by reading" more of this, but there is a 
heap of it. There is one very edifying discourse, 
where ~atan is supposed to have been visiting" 
Cairns to interview some of his friends there, 
and he seems to have been very much at home 
with them, judging by the converso,tion they in
dulged in. I have looked at the petition against 
Mr. Che;ter, and I find it is signed by very 
few people whose names I know at all. Every
body knows how easily a petition can be g-ot up 
about almost anything. Lots of people will sign 
a petition without knowing- what they are sign
ing. As against that petition, there was a letter 
sent down fligned by rnagi!:;trates in the i1n1nediate 
neighbourhood wlFJ had been in ttw habit of 
sitting ou the bench with Mr Cheoter, in which 
it was set forth that his decisions had iuvariably 
been fair and just ; and they thoroughly upheld 
his conduct with regard to the case in dispute. 
'l'hat petition was not signed by three n1agistrates, 
their names being jyfr. Dr,cper, who was a 
brother of the publisher or editor of the paper 
-the man who was prosecuted for writing this 
libel; Mr. Kenny, who was the head-centre of the 
"dynamite secticin"; a man who is utterly unfit 
for his position; hew as gazetted to the nL1gistracy 
on the lOth October, 1883, with about eight other 
electioneering- ngents of the pnrty which was lately 
in power. I do not know whether he was eYer 
sworn in, but he was, with smne nwre of his friends 
-I think the whole eight-struck otf directly 
I returned from the Cook district. The third was 
lately a member of this Hom;e, J\Ir. Kiugsford, 
who was on the bench also. 'I'hough jy{r. Kings
ford was a political opponent of mine, I still 
looked upon him as a respectable man, awl I 
mn certainly stnnewh[l,t surprit:cd to find hhn in 
such company. These are the three magis
trates who went on the bench aml insisted on 
this man's acquittal. The brother of the defen
dant in the case goes there and creates a most 
indecent scene on the bench, aucl he is backed up 
by the head-centre of the organisation, who, I 
believe, was a shareholder in the paper, and alNo 
by J\Ir. Kingsford, who, if I am rightly informed, 
was another shareholder in the pap'c:r. 'l'he 
consequence of this wa,s that J\Ir. Draper was 
called npon by the Colouial Secretary to 
resign his appointment on the Commission of 
the Peace on the ground that be had sat in a 
ca>..e where he had no bu:sinesf:' to sit, \VlH'n hi::; 
brother was directly concerned. I lH>Ye seen 
the papers, which I suppose any member of this 
House can 'ee in the Colonia-l ~ecretary 's Office. 
It is duly minuted by the Ministers that TIIr. 
Draper really should resign, and there he is 
~t.ill, a very unfit orna1nent to the Con1n1h;sion of 
the Peace. In addition to the counter petition 
which was sent down by the seYen othernmgistrates 
upholding the action of .Mr. UJwster, I ha Ye here 
a telegram from the orderly portion of the com
munity, which unfortunately I did not receive 
at once, as l was away. I may mention that I 
had been watching this case all through. I 

advised the Colonial Secretary before I left of 
the condition of things in Cairn~, and the 
existence of this ''dynamite pr.rty." This is the 
telegram:-

" Chester police magistrate got notice of removal 
Cloneurrv Can nssurc von this is against wh;h of all 
the rc~~~table people of Cairns and would be a triumph 
for that ·"'mrrilous rag Cairns Chtullicle '"fill forward 
11ctition 1.'r.r and stay removal." 

I will not read the signature. The sender of the 
telegran1 is a business rnan in Cairns ; and, in 
view of an election which may he coming rather 
shortly, the dynamite party might make it rather 
hot for him-in fact, blow him up-if I gave his 
name. It would damage his business. Now, 
before this man, who was sent to be tried by a 
Townsville jury, was brought to trial-before 
the jury had an opportunity of expressing their 
opinion whether this was a criminal libel or 
not as against .1\Ir. Chester-the Government 
practically condemned Mr. Chester by remov
ing him to m1 obscnre place like Cloncurry. 
So that even if in this case, when there might 
have been a hope-I rlo not believe there was 
much hope that the jury would convict a man 
for any slander, no matter how rnalicious--

Mr. NELSON : Mr. Speaker, I rise to order. 
The hon. member is travelling a long way beyond 
the provisions contained in this Bill. 

'l'he SPEAKER: It is impossible for me to 
say what conclusions the hon. member intends to 
dra\\... The hon. tnmnber i~ n1oving the second 
reading of a Bill for the relief of newspaper pro
prietors and publishers. I suppo,;e the instances 
he is quoting will lead up to the conclusions he 
is going to draw. If that is the hon. member's 
course of action, he is perfectly in order. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL: That is the course of 
action I intend to take. I am illustrating the 
position. I do not know how the hem. member for 
Northern Downs can take exception to anything 
I have done. I have read that as a sample of some 
of the worst that can be published with impunity. 
I think even the hem. member for Northern 
Downs will agree with me ~hat such publications 
"hould not be allowed to Issue forth from any 
newspaper office unpunished. 'l'he object of this 
Bill is contained in the preamble. I wish to 
relieve the newspapers from any obligation;, that 
exist at present, and I wish also to relieve the 
public mind from any impression that nuty exist, 
that newspapers are liable to any penalty, or 
that public officers or the representatives of 
the people are protected in any way by 
the criminal laws of this country. "\Vhen 
laws are of no use it is time to clear them 
off the Statute-book, and my object in bringing 
forward the llill is to clear the track and pave 
the road for future leg-islation on the subject, 
and let the newspaper people thoroughly under
stand the pooition. It is of no u;;e to begin fresh 
legislation before the old effete legislation is 
wiped off. 'That is my reason for beginning, per
haps, in the reverse direction, in order to attain 
the object I have in view; and I trnst that 
explanation will be satisfactory to the hon. 
member for Northern Downs. I would point 
out that to protect any offic:cr of the Crown, or 
any representative of the people even, from any 
scurrilous, slanderous, Jnrt.licious, false attack, tho 
only recourse he hctsisto institute civil proceedings 
again;)t the paper, which is an expensive process, 
attended very often with a very uncertain result, 
and eventurtlly nn damages--or if any are 
awarded, he is not likely to get paiJ, especially 
when the paper is a bogus sort of arrangen1ent 
disguised as a limited liability company. The 
liu~ of defence yery often t"ken, even in the 
worst cases, is-" Oh ! how can that paper hurt 
Mr. Smith, whom we all know to be a respect
able man? '!'here is no do!lbt that he has beeu 
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maliciously slandered, but it has not hurt him. 
He has suffered no pecuniary loss, and you 
cannot award him pecuniary damages." And the 
representatives of the paver will perhaps plead 
the vileness of the vaper itself, and the im
)JossiLility of its doing any harm, in ex
tenuation of damages, or in order to get 
off altogether-and they are very often suc
cessful. I say that in a democratic country 
the representatives of the people ought not 
to have to go through any civil process in 
such cases, but should be protected. lf they, in 
the fearless discharge of their duty, &ay things 
which do not please the Press, the'y should not 
be liable to be subjected to the whips of scorn, 
and have malicious falsehoods told about them
if the truth were told it would not matter-to be 
misquoted and misreported ; to have false con
structions put on their utterances and sentences 
given without the context; and have their words 
distorted in every possible way. '.rhat is simply 
what has been going on lately in connection with 
some journals of this colony. I would here 
point out that the newspapers enjoy very great 
privileges in this colony. · 

1\Ir. STEVENSON : \Vhy do you want to 
give them any more? · 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I do not want to 
give them any more. Tho hon. member is so 
dense that he cannot see the explanation I have 
given. In the first place they are carried about 
post free. They are merely mercantile insti
tutions. People need not labour under the 
idea that newspaper proprietors are philan
thropists, who spend their lives in circulating 
the truth for the benefit of the people-they 
are working, a.s every other chtss of bnsi~ 
ness men, for the benefit of their own 
pockets ; and if it pays them better-some of 
the unscrupulous ones-to serye out lies than 
the naked truth they will do so. Lies arc 
carried about at the same price-v,t the expense 
of the country. They further enjoy protection 
from the Government in the shape of £14,000 a 
year-that was the amount last year-for adver
tisements. Those huge limited liability news
paper companies are protected to the utmost 
extent, but if anyone ventures to speak about 
)Jrotecting other people and other industries they 
are down upon him at once and abuse him in 
every shape and form. \Vith regard to the 
power of the Press, I do not think anyone will 
contradict me, or even interrupt me. Everyone will 
admit that the Press has a most enormous power 
alre<>dy. Take an instance-,-the eve of a coming 
election. I was reproached with having won Ill:)': 
seat at the last election for Cook by bribery. I 
had the misfortune to contest an electorate 
where there were nine newspavers, and when I 
went up first at the general election in 18d3--

Mr. STEVENSON : Did you subsidi;e them 
all? 

l\Ir. LUYILEY HILL: No. They were the 
only persons who wanted to be bribed. The hon. 
member evidently has a meaner opinion of his 
coustituents than I luwe of mine. In the face 
of the bribery laws it is almost impossible to 
bribe an elector, but you can bribe newspaper 
rnen. 

Mr. STEVJ,;NSON: Is that the reason you 
are not going back for the Cook? 

Mr. L UI11LEY HILL: No; it is on account 
of ill-health. They were all for s:cle, though ~, 
good many of them had been bought previously. 
J\lost of them were ready to sell themselves for 
cheap promises of abundant advertisements ; 
that was one of the terms they exacted. They 
also demanded columns of bogus clavtrap adver
tisements. I studiously declined to buy those 
papers, and merely inserted my address, which I 

duly paid for. They were mean enough to do as 
I have said, and base enough to try and cheat 
me afterw:~.rds. They sent in bills for advertise
ments that had never--some of them-been 
ordered or sanctioned. \V ell, sir, I did not p<>y 
them. X otwithstanding their influence, or what
ever influence they thought they had, I m:>de a 
very guod fight, :>ncl should, but for unforeseen 
circumstances-California Gully, to wit-vro
hably have been returned. However, I went so 
near being returned, in spite of those circum
stances, that I was quite plen,sed with myself 
for having done so well. I know that, news
papers notwithstanding-, if I went back to the 
clietrict to-morrow, I should not have the slightest 
difficulty in being returned. 

Mr. HAMIL'l'ON : Yes ; they would return 
you two minutes after you got ashore. 

Mr. LUJ\ILEY HILL: With a charge of 
dynamite, perhaps. Newspapers exercise a great 
power in controlling men of sensitive fcelingo. 
There are plenty of men who would be a useful 
addition and an ornament to the House, who aro 
restrained from coming forward to Parliament 
because of the constant abuse tmd harsh criti
cism they meet with from the Press. Another 
power they have beyond that, which is still 
worse, is the power they have of getting at men 
through the feelings of those who ttre near and 
dear to them. I allude to those who have wives 
and fan1ilies, si;:;ters, cousins, n,nd auntH about. 
It is a most cowardly practice, which I know 
is indulged in by some newspapers. 'l'hcy 
have not got at me in that way, because, 
unfortunately, in one sense, I have not a relation 
of that kind nearer than 14,000 miles; but there 
are plenty of veople who cannot be made to 
feel through themselves, but who are made to feel 
through the feelings of those who are near ::md 
dear to them. But though they cannot get at 
me there, they have made friends of mine suffer 
in the way I allude to. Having given an instttnce 
from the extreme North, I will now come a little 
nearer home and point out how the tremendous 
power wielded by a limited liability compttny 
is a source of very great danger in this city. lt 
is an organ with three barrels, which is con· 
tinually engaged in grinding out the gro"cst 
untruths without the slighte't foundation. But 
I will give its own description of itself, which, I 
think, is rather good. This is with respect to 
the first barrel, the morning paper:-

,,On the enlargement of the Cou,·iet to 8 Pll., in t'ie1J
tcm1Jcr,ltt82, tlw p<.qwr gre;1.tly increased it~ circulation, 
and it has since been aclmiLtedly the leading newtopaper 
of the eolony. Its politics are Liberal, but 8lightly tlngQrl 
1vith Con·~ervatism''-

Hather a "wobbler," I think-
" one of its cllief recommendations being its absolute 
independence of all political parties and cliqut);)."-

That is not bad-
" This quality, cOUllled with its moderate tone and 
scrupulous truthfulness, ha8 sccnrc<l for it the con11~ 
<lcnee of au ever-increasing con~titur.ucy." 

That is No. 1 barrel, to wrap up insidions, 
ingenious rnisrepresenta.tions in nice p~1lite 
language, to be Rerved up fresh to the an.sto
cratic portion of the cmnrnunity in the rnorning 
for breakfast, at 2d. per hettd. Later in the day 
comes the second barrel, which is generally in a 
coarser a,rH.lrnore rualignant forrn, highly spiced, 
and cr,lculatecl to bring into contempt om· 
authorities, leading rnen, and public officers; 
and it is sold rapidly to the multitude at lcl. 
I believe it has been an immense factor in 
increasing the amount of larrikinisin a.nd con~ 
tempt for the legal authoritie,; of this city. It 
instils into certain classes of the comnnmity 
disre.,pect and contempt for those who h>Lve 
to keep them under control and in order. 
The contents of these two are afterwards 
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ground up by the same limited newspaper 
company in a weekly journal which certainly 
has a monopoly of circulation as a weekly 
journal in the country. \Vhen I say" country,'" 
I mean districts far away. I believe The 
Week has a very good circulation in the agri
cultural districts in the immediate vicinity of 
Brisbane, but I very seldom see it in my 
constituency up north or in the western districts. 
~l'his tremendous machine, which is conducted 
for the express purpose of making money-as 
the Jew said, "Honestly if you can ; if not, 
dishonestly "-has an enormous power, and is a 
distinct and serious danger to the State. It has 
the control of the wire,, not only in this colony 
but in the other colonies, and to Europe. It can 
publish what it likes, and keep back what it 
likes, and get whatever it thinks fit put into 
circulation. It enjoys facilities which no private 
individual or company, unless very wealthy, 
could enjoy, for distributing either truth or 
falsehood. In my opinion it oer1 es ont just what 
it thinks will pay it best and will suit its own 
ends and views. Frmn the beginning the Courier 
has "!ways Leen a source of complaint to the 
members of this House, in whose protection the 
country Wl1S put to the expense of 1mblishing " 
Hansard at a cost of £7,000 or £8,000 a year, 
in order tht1t there may be a correct record of 'what 
takes pbce in Parliament. The Brisbane News
paper Company have had every facility for circu
Jatingthe correct version of what takes place in this 
House, but they will not avail themselves of it. 
They prefer to keep an expensive staff in the 
gallery to invent "nd garble their own reports as 
to what hon. members have said. I have never 
shrunk from taking the responsibility of what I 
have said on the floor of this House; but I have 
shrunk from accepting the responsiuility of what 
I have been reported in the Cou1·ier to have said, 
and many other members have done the same. 
However, they have it all their own w"y, and 
the only remedy I can see is to "do]'t the motion 
tabled by the hon. member for North Brisbane, 
Mr. \V. Brookes, and distribute Hansco·d free 
to every elector in the colony. I shall support 
that when it comes on, although it will involve 
an enormous further outlay. It is a gren.t 
pity th"t we lm;-e not a re.9pectable journal 
which we can rely upon to give the real clear 
truth as to what takes place. I will now call 
the attention of hon. members to two instances 
of gross rnif-3t·epresentation \Vhich have occurred 
within the last two months, "nd which are 
both within n,y own perscmal knowledge. The 
first occurred when I was in JI.Ielbourne. On my 
arrival there recently, which was aLout the 
time the Premier returned to this colony, I was 
waited upon-I do not like the word "inter
vie,ved "-by two gentletnen \Vho were uot 
unconnected with the Press of that city. One 
of them said to me-" \Vhatever hns happened in 
~lueensland? There rnm-t be a disS<J!ution. 
'l'he Liberal party is no longer popnbr, 
"nd the Premier on his arrival in Bris
bane was received with hooting and groans." 
A telegram came down, and a letter followed 
the telegram. The telegram came down a few 
days before the letter, which appearerl in due 
course fr01n " our special correspondent" in one 
of the JI.Ielbourne daily papers. I was asked, 
''Is it true?" "'frue l" I said, "I have had no 
opportunity of knowing. I cmmot tell you for 
a fact. I have had no opportunity of judging. 
I have not been there since the 1st March; 
b.ut I know where you got your informa
twn perfectly well, and I am game to m"ke 
a consi<lemble wager that it is perfectly 
untrue." So I told them where the information 
came from-that it came from the Briobane 
Newspa]Jer Company, Limited. The first thing 
that happened was that the arch Ananias in· 

iltructed his wire-man to wire off a telegmm, and 
then instructed Sapphira to write a letter cor
~oborating this mendacious telegram. Sapphira 
was the editor, generally known as Car! Feilberg. 
And that was the way that information was 
derived "nd circulated about. J remained in 
JI.Ielbourne two or three days afterwards, and then 
down came the news of the \V arwick election. I 
went to rny friends and said," I was only hazard
ing a guess "t the st"te of affairs the other 
day; but now I have had a practical proof that, 
wliether for good or evil, the Premier "nd the 
party behind him have lost no popularity with 
the 'people of the colony if an unknown and 
untried man like lYir. lYiorgan can beat a man 
like Mr. \Villiam All:m, "·ho is well known "nd 
has been tried and not found wanting." I said, 
"It is quite sufficient proof to me that that was 
a pack of lies that came down." It satisfied me. 
However, the next part of the business refers to 
myself directly, and it occurred in this way: I 
returned here on a Sunday from a long trip 
dnring which I had Leen all round Australia, 
and I was interviewed by a newspaper man, who 
came and wanted my opinion upon the Kim
berley district and the goldfields. I said to 
the gentleman, who w"s a personal friend. of 
mine--I am sorry that he should have occup1ed 
a position such as he did, and as he does, in such 
an office-I snid, "Look here, JI.Ir. So-and-so, if 
you want an opinion upon the Kimberley dis
trict >tnd the prospects of it, I advise you to 
go there and form one for yourself. That is my 
advice ; you will get nothing out of me." I srcid 
I did not wccnt any cheap advertisements. He 
asked, " How man'y men "re there on the field?" 
I replied, "I do not know-I did not count them; 
the pump won't draw, and you had better go 
a·way." So he \Vent ::nvay. Next 1norning a para· 
graph appeared in the paper, in which it was 
stated that I had been to the Kimberley district 
and h"d visited the goldfield, which was false
hood K o. 1; and I beg leave to state that I hacl 
never been within lOO miles of the goldfield, 
and I never told anyLody I had been there. So 
that was utterly untrue. The paragraph said I 
gave very hopeful prospects of the diggings "ncl 
onpported my testimony by the production of 
nuggets. I expressed no opinion about the 
prospects of the diggings, and I have never 
sho1ved to anyone but one s1nall nugget, under 
threeounceR, which I brought clown as a curiosity, 
having bought it in \Vyndham. So that was 
utterly false. The paragraph went on further 
to state that I had been suffering from fever, 
which was Lrought on through the want of 
Chinese to grow cheap vegetables for me. JI.Ir. 
Speaker, the whole thing w"s ludicrous. I had 
not been suffering from fever. I had not had 
fever for fourteen or fifteen years before; but I had 
heen ill, and very ill, and from the effects of that 
illness I mu not recovered yet. I mn speaking 
now with difficulty and in P"in. 

Mr. HAMILTON: \Ve are listening, so, now. 

Mr. LU"i\ILEY HILL: I am very much 
afraid I shall not be able to do justice to my 
subject. I interviewed the supreme controller 
of this gigantic monopoly on the afternoon of the 
day that this false pamgrn.ph appeared, at the 
back door of the Speaker's private gallery. He 
is very often to he seen h"nging about the back 
door (,f the g"llery of this House since he w"5 
kicked out of the House, fnrtunately for the 
country. I told him that the paragraph was 
utterly untrue, and I told him exactly what had 
l'""'ed, and asked him to have it contradicted in 
his paper. He said the proper course was to 
write a letter to the rmper. I said, "If I do 
write a letter to the Jl"per you will not publish 
it; but only make more allusion to an offensive 
communication you had received from Mr. Hill, 
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the member for Cook, which you did not believe 
at all, or something of that sort." I asked him 
to contradict it; but no step was taken, and a 
wire had gone away to my constituency. I 
decline to be responsible for any st~tements 
made through the columns of that paper, for 
saying what I had no intention or idea of saying 
at a.!!. Fortunately, my constituents did not 
believe the report. One newspaper published 
almost the identical paragraph, and the editor's 
comments upon it. They knew perfectly well 
what a perverter of the truth they had to deal 
with in their corre;pondent, and said they did 
not believe Mr. Hill had expressed that opinion, 
because I was not a practical miner. I take this 
opportunity, and it is the only one I have had, 
as I have not a newspaper at my command, to 
put it on record that I ne1•er expressed any opinion 
as to the prospects of the Kimberley digging,,, 
and I should be sorry to say anything that would 
induce anyone to go to Kimberley, or to keep them 
away. It does not come within the functions of 
my public duty to do anything of the kind, and 
I would not like to be responsible. I believe 
myself, really, that a poor man has a very bad 
ch::mce thPre. vVhen machinery gets there, and 
the reefs are developed, I believe it will be a 
centre of considerable mining activity and in
dtmtry; hut at the present time I strongly advise 
miners, unless they are very well equi"piJed and 
very well found, to stay away. At this critical 
time, Mr. Speaker, it may not suit hon. 
gentlemen to express their opinions in this 
matter; but I think they will readily aclmow ledge 
that this is a tremendous power to he placed 
without any control in the hands of un
scrupulous men, backed up by an unlimited 
liability company; we do not know what they 
may do. One n1ay engage in an expensive 
litigation against it when driven to one's wits' 
end by repeated attacks, and have to retain 
an expensive Bar. A man would have to 
fight, and after all he might find it w:.s 
only a bladder he had been fighting against, 
even if he gained the case. There might 
be nothing in it ; he might not be able to 
get any recompense. The career of the indi
vidual who conducts this journal, and holds 
people far above himself up to unlimited scorn 
and contempt, was rejected for Rockhampton in 
1879. He had been a member of this House, 
and was, I then thought, unworthily rejected. 
But the people of Hockhampton knew him better 
than I did, and put him out. He then went to 
the Upper House as l~ader of the Government 
there--Postmaster-General. He relinquished that 
post to accept the more lucrative one of forging 
telegrams and letters from correepondents, and he 
immediately turned round upon the very G.wern
ment of which he had been a member, and abused 
them. It seems to me that he will always abuse 
any G•wernment that may be in power, unless 
they come to his terms, and do exactly what he 
tells them to do, or allows him to levy black
mail upon them. He has persistently atmsed 
the Government during the whole time they 
have been in office, and it is only at the eleventh 
hour, when he sees that there is a chance of 
their coming back, that his abuse and mis
representation has had no effect ; thflt he has 
derived no benefit from it ; that he is beginning 
to be a little bit afraid, and trie• to come within 
decent lines. Now, Mr. Speaker, I should really 
like, were it not at such a critical time as this, 
to test the feeling of this House whether it 
is safe for such a democratic country as this 
that such a power should exist without any 
check or curb. If I considered that this 
House was going to continue for any lengthy 
period-for any period at all-my course would 
be to wipe off the existing Acts, which are 
known to be ineffective, inoperative, and utterly 

useless-clear them off from encumbering the 
Statute· book, and then commence a fresh course 
of legislation, introducing some law which would 
make it penal for a newspaper to tell an absolute 
untruth, and to make it easy for them to be 
punished by the criminal law without the neces
sity of the individual slandered, or misreportecl, 
or misrepresented being put to the cruel neces
sity-which he certainly should not be required 
to undertake-of instituting costly proceedings 
at civil law. I recognise fully that in the state 
the country is now in, and more especially the 
critical position of this House, some of the 
members of which would probably be very much 
afraid of offending these organs-and recognising 
the way in which the whip would be laid un 
those who are coming before their constituents 
again, and vote in any way for controlling the 
power of the Press-~recognising that, as I do 
thoroughly, I intend to move when I sit down, 
that the Order of the Day be discharged from 
the paper. But I may say I believe the time 
will come when this House will recognise the 
necessity of introducing bws in the direction 
thatl havepointedout. I havenotspokenselfishly 
for myself. My public life will probably finish 
about this session. I am incapable, from phy
sic»l health, to continue a member of the House, 
and I certainly could not, in my present condi
tion, fight the Press or the newspapers of even my 
own district. It would probably shorten my life 
if I went up and contested the Cook election, 
but when I am well and strong again I shall 
come back, I expect, to this House. In the mean
time I may possibly be relegated or translated 
into a higher sphere, and take an airing in 
another Chamber where I can cool down and 
recruit my health. I am never afraid of the 
Press myself ; I am never afraid of encounter
ing its criticism. lf they annoy me I generally 
find some way of annoying them, and it is chiefly 
in the intm'est of men who are more highly 
organised than I am, and perhaps more sensitive, 
that I am speaking·. I really trust that thi~ 
House will think the matter that I have brought 
before it worthy of their careful consideration 
in the future, and also that the words I 
have spoken may have some effect upon the 
Press-that it may have the effect of warning 
them that if they will persist in their mendacious 
career they must ultimately arouse the supreme 
power of this country to put a stop to their lying 
and slandering-I can use no other terms. I 11ow 
move, Mr. Speaker, that this Bill he discharged 
from the paper. 

Mr. ALAND: Must not the consent of the 
seconder be got? 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! did 
not think the hon. member was serious in intro
ducing this Bill, and I think he has done well by 
moving that it be discharged from the paper, 
because he has certainly made out no case in 
support of it. He has said a good deal about 
the Press generally, and some of his strictures 
are, I am bound to admit, not altogether 
unfounded. But he went a great deal further 
than I think he was justified in going. I think 
the Press of the colony generally is very well 
conducted, and that we have no reason to be 
ashamed of it. Of course there are black sheep 
in every flock. 'fhere are unscrupulous persons 
connected with the Press as there are in all other 
walks of life, but it is not fair to blame a class 
who deserve the respect of the whole community 
because there may be a few black sheep amongst 
them. I, sir, have had occasion to complain 
often of seriouB misrepresentation, to use a 
ncild word. But I do not mind that much, 
Mr. Speaker, because I find that the truth gets 
abroad at last, and that the misrepresentations 
made produce this effect-that after a little 
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while any information or statement coming 
from the same source is not believed at all. 
That is generally the result. I myself have had 
to complain of misrepresenbtion-not much in 
Queensland of late years, because they have 
worked themselves out, as I h:we said, and are 
no longer believed-lmt in other places, in the 
neighbouring colonies. Bnt I find now tha,t they 
are beginning to disbelieve them there too. 
I have had occasim1 to say more than once 
that no man need be afraid of the Press who tries to 
make his reputation what it ought to be. I am 
sorry that thehon.gentleman went so far as he did in 
his attack upon the Press. I believe that with very 
few exceptions every man upon the Press tries 
to do his duty hone-,tly. I do not believe wh:tt 
the hon. member says about the newspaper 
reports of the proceedings of this Home. I 
believe it is almost unknown for any reporter for 

• the Press to do other than give a perfectly bir 
report according to the be;;t of his ability. That 
is the almost universal rule. 

JI!Ir. L UMLEY HILL : Why was Hcmsa1·d 
started? 

The PHEMIER : I am speaking of the 
reporters, not of those who h:tve the control of 
the papers. The reporters, I am sure, are fair, 
and always tell the truth so far as they can. It 
is not possible to report everybody at length, and 
somebody must exercise a discretion as to who is 
to be reported fully and who is to be cut down. 
The art of condensing is a very difficult one-much 
more difficult than reporting at length ; so that 
under any system other th:tn Hunsco·d there 
must necessarily be complaints of unbirness. 
And the same compl:tints are made in England 
and elsewhere, but I do not agree that no reliance 
Cfln be placed on newspaper reports. I do not 
think that such a st:ttement is justified, although, 
for instance, I am made to talk the most abso
lute nonsense in thifl morning's Cmcrier in the 
report of the reply I read to Mr. M:tcJ·ossan. I 
did not talk any nonsense so far :ts I know, and as 
I see by the official report, but the Courie1· makes 
it nonsense. But I do not blame anyone for 
that. It is simply an accident. Now, the hon. 
member really said nothing about this Bill. I 
take this opportunity of saying that I think it is 
a very fortunate thing, and a circum.tance upon 
which the colony may be congratnlated, that in all 
its history there never has been a single conviction 
for criminal libel. I think, perhaps, there ought 
to have been once or twice. I have known one 
inst:tnce at le:tst in which, I think, the jury might 
have found the publisher guilty; but juries are 
generally right, and there is no' doubt that prose
cution for criminal libel is f:tst blling ont of use 
except in cases where the private ch:=tracters of 
individu:tls are attacked-the reputation of a 
woman, or anything of that sort. I think that 
punishment ought to be inflicted in cases of that 
kind. In dealing with public men, unless the 
crime ia very great, I do not believe it is 
desirable to institute prosecutions unless in excep
tional circumstances. I do not think it is 
necessary to say any more, as the hon. member 
really did not address himself to the Bill ; but he 
having said what he did, I thought it right that 
I ought to say a word or two with rc·spcct to the 
genm·oJ character of the Press of Queensland, 
which he att:tcked, I think, without sufficient 
ground. 

:Mr. L UMLEY HILL : It was not the general 
Pres~. I particularly guarded myself against 
that. I took two instances. 

Mr. HAMILTON said: M:r. Speaker,-My 
hon. colleague the member for Cook, Mr. Hill, 
in speaking on this matter stated that it was a 
pity Parli:tment had not power over the Press. 
"IN ell, on one occasion Parliament, through the 

present Government, did try to exercise power 
over the Press. The machinery of Parliament 
was put into execution in order to exercise 
control ; but, fortunately for the colony and 
the privileges of the Press, the attempt failed. 
He stated in support of his contention that 
no instances of criminal prosecution had ever 
succeeded, and I think that is a very high com
pliment to the Press, because, unless we 11re pre
pared to srry that trial by jury is a mistake, the 
fact that these trials have been dismissed is a 
high compliment to the Press. As for another 
statement made by him, that if a person is 
slandered by the Press and institute~ a civil action 
he will not get damage.,, of course he must know 
that the Press is li:tble to be treated in the same 
way as individuab. If any person's character 
is slandered by an individual or by the Press, 
the plea set up may be that that individual's 
character i• so high that it ca.nnot be damaged, 
but it is not likely a jury will accept th:tt plea. 
vV e know of numbers of insbnces where they 
have failed to accept it, and where the individuals 
or Pre&:l have been mulcted in heavy damages for 
slander. Kow, this gentleman has done what he 
accuses the Press of doing. He attacks an indi
vidual under the shelter of his position in this 
House. He haB attacked i\Ir. Kenny, one of the 
most respected men in the district; and what was 
the reawm ? Because he and one or two other 
magistrates failed to sign some petition. ·whether 
they were rig·ht or wrong does not matter, but 
he has attacked their characters for that reason. 
I shall not go into the details of the case, which 
is a local squabble, and therefore would have no 
interest for the House; but I think, judging from 
what I have heard in this House, it would be 
far better if some Bill were passed to prevent 
members taking ad vantage of their positions in 
this House to slander the characters of indi
Vlduals outs1de. There are indi l'iduais in this 
House- and fortunately they are few- who 
frequently take advantage of their positions 
to say things regarding persons outside which 
they would not dare to say elsewhere. They 
make false accusations and slander charac
ters boldly under the shelter of the House, 
and they do so quietly behind the backs of 
persons outside, but never in any other way. 
Now, Mr. Hill has stated that there are nine 
papers in his district and that eight of them 
wanted him to bribe them. That certainly shows 
they are good judges of character in making him 
such a proposition. I know perfectly well th:tt 
they never wanted me to bribe them. I could tell 
where the bribery came in, and it was not on my 
side, and I shall he most happy to state it to Mr. 
Hill outside of this House. I know this, also, 
that during the whole election they made Mr. 
Hill "pay through the nose." They charged him 
for horses and for scrutineers at thirty polling· 
places, but I was only charRed three guineas for 
one scrutineer in one tcnvnship, and the whole of 
the others never charged me one penny. They 
provided me with horses; they did not charge me 
for my rooms, for advertising, or anything else, 
with the exception of one paper. They said that 
they would see me through and would not let 
me go to any expense became they knew me of 
old. That is the kind of bribery that took vlace 
on my side. Now, I consider it was a most cowardly 
thing to attack individuals by name as he has 
done this evening. For instanoe, there were ono 
or two gentlemen referred to connected with the 
Courier and Queenslander, but I think the large 
circulation of the last-named paper is the verdict 
of the people as to what weight they attach to 
it. Now, Mr. Hill has said--

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
speak of his colleague as the member for Cook. 
It is against the rules of the House for one hon. 
member to speak of another by name. 
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Mr. HAMILTON: I was under the impression 
that I did speak of him as the member for Cook, 
but I very much regret having to speak of him as 
my colleague. Now, with reg-ard to the Kimber
ley, my hrm. colleague, JVIr. Hill, gave one specific 
instrmce in proof of the unreli<tbility of statements 
which appear in the Cuw·icJ', aml that instance 
was the rmmner in which he had been inter
viewed when he came from Kimberley. Before 
I hettrcl his statement in the House, a friend of 
mine told me that my coll0:1gue had denied the 
truth of the Cot<rier's statement; tlmt he stated 
that when the repurter of the Cow·ia called upon 
him he told him to clear out. ·when my friend 
stated that, I replied, "\Vhat a confounded lie!" 
I will not make that statement here, but I will 
be happy to repeat it outside, because I heard 
lVIr. Lewis conversing with the junior mem
ber for Cook. He was conver•ing- at the 
door of the Houses of Parliament, and I 
heard the hon. member telling him that he ht1d 
been suffering from sickness during his trip. I 
subsequently spoke to the reporter and told 
him I heard the conversation, or a portion of it, 
and could verify his statement. I never heard 
about the nuggets, and I asked the reporter if he 
had told him about the nuggets. He said "No," 
but some time afterwards he was conversing with 
the Chinese Geneml, when the hon. member for 
Cook, 1\Ir. Hill, was present, and when speaking 
about the Kimberley Gold :Fields the hon. member 
took a nugget out of his pocket and exhibited it. So 
that the statements of the reporter were actually 
true, and were obtained from conversations over
heard from the hon. member for Cook. I will 
not fmther take up the time of the House as 
the Bill is to be withdrawn. I believe it 'was 
meant as a huge joke, and the only consequence 
of it is that the country has unfortumttely bhen 
put to the cost of printing it, and the House has 
lost much valuable time in the discussion of it. 

Mr. MORGA:0r said : Mr. Spe:<ker,-The 
House will have to iose a few minutes more 
of its time. The hon. member in charge of 
this Bill expressed l1 hope that it would not be 
without result. It has produced one result 
alret1dy, but there is another result which it ought 
to induce this House to produce, and that io a 
motion compelling the hon. member in charge of 
the Bill to pay the cost of printing it. From the 
very first, I think, hon. members regarded it as 
a huge joke, or rather a very small joke; but it 
\vas something nwre than a joke. I, at any r:.?te, 
thought from the first that the hem. p;entleman 
simply introduced the Bill for the )mrpose of 
covering an attack upon the proprietors of the 
Courier, and it appears I was not very far wrong 
in my supposition. The hon. member stated 
thl1t the Bill proposed to give relief to news
paper propriet0rs, but fr0m his speech he has 
made it pretty clear that the object he wishes to 
achieve, but which he is not likely to achieve, is 
to incre><se their disabilities. He has no objection, 
he says, to a free Press, but he does not want 
to give them unbridled license, which he says 
they already have, and which he proposes to take 
awt1y from them. I do not think the hon. gentle
man knows very much of the subject on which he 
was talking. The hon. member talked of the free 
Press in these days, but I will underh1ke to say
and you, sir, will bear me out in what I say-that 
the Press 100 years ago, which we n0w consider 
almost as the dark ages, was Ycry much freer 
than the Press of to-day. I have only to refer 
to the letters of "J unius" to prove my con
tention-letters addre"ed to the highest in 
the land, to the King, and to eminent statesmen 
very much above the level of the senior meniber 
for Cook, Mr. Hill. This man published in the 
leading paper of that time full and free opinions 
of those men. He was taken to task and 
brought before a jury of his countrymen, who 

ac'}nitted him. I ask anybody, if any pl1per in this 
colony to-clay, with all the so-called freedom of the 
Press, published such letters as appeared over 
the anonymouo ~;ignature of Sir Philip J!'rancis 
in those days, what would be the result? 'Vhy, 
the paper would be cast in damages that would 
prove it~ lasting 1~uin. There i:; no question that 
the effect of this Bill would be not to grant relief 
to the proprietors of newspapers, but to increase 
their disabilities, which are much gret1ter now 
than they were rnore than a. century ago. The 
hon. member says that the papers <ere now in a 
position to make things so hot for a member of 
Parliament that his life becomes mther miser
able. Possibly we may see in the approaching 
re,;ignation of that gentleman an illustration of 
the fact he tries to enforce. 'V e were told that 
Stttan was called into requisition by the papers in 
Cairns, and his mttjesty ht1s evidently been playing 
the very devil with the Cook electors. The hon. 
llleinber wants to give a ntan \vho imagines his 
clmracter t1ttacked the power to take crirninl11, in
stead of civil, proceedings against a newspaper. I 
do not think any intelligent body of men would 
ever grant him that power. I do not think such 
a power ought to be granted, and I am 
perfectly certain that any Assembly that had 
a reputation for intelligence would forfeit that 
reputation by conceding any such power to 
individuals, corporations, or other bodies. I 
do not propose to follow the hon. gentleman 
through all his ramblings, it is hardly worth while 
to do so ; but I think it only fair to say a word or 
two in reply to one or two of his references to 
the Press of this colony. They will go forth in 
Hansrwd, and if read outside may be taken to 
have some foundation in fact, whereas if they 
have any foundation at all it is a very shadowy 
one. The hon. member referred particularly 
to the journals published by the Brisbane 
Newspaper Company of this city-" The three
barrelled org-an," he called them. I reo all to 
mind the fact that one of those papers was 
called into existence as an organ of the 
Opposition party, then led by t:lir Thomas 
Mcilwraith, and was partly brm1ght out by the 
gentleman who now denounces it. If I am not 
mistaken he was one of the original shareholders 
when that paper was started in this city to 
support theJ'Yicilwraith party. It did not prove a 
financial success. The time came when the 
hon. member for Cook thought it advisable, and 
perhaps thought it necessary to satisfy his con
science, to depart from the i>Icll wraithian tenets, 
and he did so. But becauee the paper did not do 
his bidding, and turn its coat as he has done, 
he now denounces it in this manner. It has at 
least been consistent, which is more than the 
hon. member can claim to have been. The hon. 
member also went out of his wtty to talk about 
the necessity of imposing a penny-postl1ge rate 
upon new•papers, and I think it is only gentle
men of the hon. member's cttlibre that would 
talk about impoRing a tax upon intelligence, 
for that is what it would mean. He could not 
make the newspaper proprietor pay the tax, 
the public would have to pay it, and they, 
I maintain, represent the bulk of the in
tellig·ence of the community. The hon. mem
ber would propose to do that for the simple 
reason that some twopenny-halfpenny news
]Jl1per in the colony has offended him. The 
hon. member contends, also, that because the 
newspt1per proprietors get from the Government 
some £14,000 a year for the publication of Gov
ernment adverti,ernents, they ought to pay r,uch a 
tax. I would point out in reference to this that the 
Government-and not only the Government, but 
the people of the colony-get full value for that 
.£14,000. Let them strike it off and stop the 
advertising of Gm·ernment business, and see 
what will be the result. The loss would be, not 
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£1-1,000 but £114,000. \Ve have seen the proof 
of that a hundred times, and we have seen it 
especially in the cessation of advertisements 
from the Lands Department, and I make no 
doubt that that penny-wise action assieted very 
materially to create the deficit we have 
>'t pr~sent. I hope the Minister in charge 
of th>tt depl>rtment will see that himeelf, 
and will alter a course which W>'S a mistaken 
one from the first. The hon. member for Cook, 
Mr. Hill, t>'lked of the immense power of the 
Press. I hope I sh>'ll not be considered as in
dulging in wh>'t may be called'' the puff oblique" 
when I say that power is generally used for the 
public good. I claim that, and I believe it is a 
clairn u1Jen to den1onstration as a fact. The 
hon. gentleman talked about goin~ to his elec
torate, and having bribed nine.ne\i';;papers. 

The PREMIEH : No, no! 
Mr. MO_RGAN: \Vel!, I will withdraw that; 

wh:.t I belwve the hon. member said was that he 
had been invited to bribe them. His colleague told 
the House th"t when he went to the electorate 
his advertising was done for nothing. Possibly 
the exvlanation may be this : that the hon. 
mom~er for Cook, JY~r; Lumley Hill, had to pay 
fm h1s own advertl,nng and his collea"ue's as 
well. 

0 

Mr. HAMILTON : He did not pay double. 
Mr. MORGA:-T: However, to return to the 

question of bribing the newspapers. I scout the 
idea that he could bribe even the smallest 
paper of the smallest town in either the 
north or south of Queensland. I do not 
think, sir, that with all his wealth there is 
one paper in the colony that he could "buy" in 
the sense in which he uses the term · I do not 
think th_at he could complete the purcl;ase if he 
threw himself body and soul in with his dollars. 
I said before that the hon. member expressed 
the hope that this debate will have some result. 
It will have some result. It has been bron~ht 
about by his bitter dislike of the Fourth Est~te 
and that dielike is the outcome of some well: 
deserved attacks that have been made on the 
hon, member. Those att>'cks have produced the 
effect tha,t already the hon. gentlem~tn has been 
induced. to write his political epitaph. I think 
that ne1ther the House nor the country will 
deeply lal?ent t~at the hon. gentleman is going 
?ack to lns_tnrmps. I, for one, ':Vill not be sorry 
1f he rernams there. But turmn~ to his refer
ence to ~he Brisb~tne Newspaper" Company, I 
am not m the secrets of the manager of the 
Courier, and I may state that it has had 
a cut at me since I came into the Hou,,e, It has 
charged me. with l:"dng a4v?cated protection as 
a means of 1mmed1ately w1pmg out the deficit. 
I am very young and green as a politician, but I 
am not green Plllmgh to talk such rot as that. If 
I had thought it worth while to correct that 
statement, I should have gone or written to the 
p_roprieoor, and I have no doubt that every con
Slderatwn would have been shown to me and 
that ~he proper means would have been pla~ed at 
m~ d1sposal to put myself right with the country. 
\V 1th respect to the gentleman who controls 
the affairs of the Brisbane Newspaper Company, 
and who appears to be the peculbr object of 
the hatred of the hon. member for Cook, Mr. 
Lumley Hill, I think the hun. member h>'s not 
m>'cle out his C>'Se. He has not proved th"t that 
gentleman, or those under him are the arch 
sinners the hon. member wishes' this House to 
believe they are. I do not believe for one 
moment that the snullest credence will be given 
!o th<: assertion that the reports of the debates 
m thm House are cooked in the papers of the 
Brisbane Newspaper Company. I do not think 
there is in the whole guild of pressmen in 
this colony a man who would descend to such 

an unworthy contemptible practice as that. 
There may possibly be-I do not say there is not 
-a political bias given to the writings in those 
papers. :Most p>'pers >'re run on political party 
lines in this country, and are likely to continue 
on those lines until we have more population; 
but I do not bPlieve that the smallest newspaper 
proprietor in the colony would descend to such a 
petty, mean, contemptible course as to purposely 
misrepresent and misconstrue what is said by 
members in this House. 

An HoNOUI\ABLE ME>!BER : But they do. 
Mr. MORGAN: I doubtit; but that is simply 

a matter of opinion. The hon. member also 
referred tu the fact that lying telegrams 
have been sent from this city to southern 
cities, and he clearly indicated his belief that 
those telegrams emanated from the office of the 
Brisbane Newspaper Company, and that they 
were sent down to bl>'cken the reputation of the 
party at present in power in the eyes of southern 
capitalists. I have not seen the telegrams, but I 
may say that it is part of the newspaper system 
of this colony th"t newsp>'per proprietors are 
obliged to rely upon one anoiher for information; 
there is what is termed the " Press Association," 
~tncl that system is not confined to the colonies 
but extends also to England. I believe that one 
special cable service sending messages to this 
colony has its hea.d-f[uarters either in the Standcwd 
or Times office. It is a well-known fact that 
those cablegrams ~,re tinged with the politics 
which find most favour in the office from which 
they emanate. I am under the impression that 
they come from the Standltrd office. Be that 
as it may, they are tinged with 'Tory politics ; 
they are Conservative in their leanings, and for 
that reason are, I believe, more acceptable to the 
hon. member for Cook than th~y would be if they 
gave a fair and true statement of the case; and 
so it may be with the telegrams sent down south. 
Everybody knows that the Courie~· is Conserva
tive. Though it claims in the extract read by 
the hon. member for Cook to be a Liberal 
journ>'l, yet I believe it is looked upon by the 
majority of the people in the country as a Con
servative one, and it is the most natural thing in 
the world that there should be a Conservative 
leaning given to the telegrams sent to the other 
colonies ; and as the great papers of the southern 
cities >'re in the hands of l>'rge capitalists, and 
as capitalists are generally Conservatives, a 
further Conservative tinge is added there, which 
is of course very distasteful to true-blue Liberals. 
I will not prolong the discussion. I hope this 
Bill will meet with the fate it deserves, and that 
is ~tn ignominious defeat; and--

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : It is withdmwn. 
Mr. M ORGAN: I do not know so much about 

th>'t ; the hon. member will first have to get the 
consent of the House. I am perfectly certain 
that my hope in that direction will be realised. 

Question-Th"t the Order of the Day be 
discharged from the paper-put and passed. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
RESUl\IPTION oF Co~miTTEE. 

FINANCI.A.L STATEMENT. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker 

left the chair, and the House resolved in self into 
a Committee of the Whole to further consider 
the Ways and Means for raising the Supply to 
b@ grunted to Her Majesty. 

Que•tion-
That towards making good the supply granted to 

Her ::Haje1;ty, there be levied in carh year upon tha 
owners of freehold land wit.1Iin the colony a tax at the 
rate of one penny in the pound of the unimproved value 
of such freehold land over and above the first £500 of 
such value-
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on which it had been proposed as an amend
ment that all the words ttfter the word " That " 
be omittecl, with the view of inserting the 
words-

In the Ollini.on of this Committee the filutn0ialllOSi
tion of the colony as disclosed in the Prmnim··s state
ment doe:-5 nol "\Y~Lrrant th,;J impost of a.ny frc~h tnxation 
on the pu0ple of t~uoen:;land. 

Question-That the words proposed tn be 
omitted stand part of the C[Uestion-put. 

The ATTORNEY -GEXERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge) said: Mr. Fraser,-I am sure that 
every one of the late colleagues of the hem. 
member for Enoggera shares with him the regret 
he has expresserl at the differences which have 
arisen between them, followed as they have been 
by the retirement of the hon. member and the 
hon. the Postmaster-General from the Govern
ment of the colony. I, for one, desire cordially 
to reciprocate the kindly sentiments which were 
expressed by the hon. gentleman yesterday in 
n1aking reference to his forn1er colleagues, 
and, as he has clone me the honour to 
specially refer to myself, I feel I could 
not he just to myself or fair to him if I 
were not to declare my sense of obligation to 
him for the kind manner in which, now he is 
free from office, he has thought fit to express his 
views regarding the n1anner in which I, for one, 
h>tve striven to discharge the duties of my position. 
However, much as we regret the retirement of the 
hon. gentleman, and much as we regret the loss 
of strength which his continuance in the Govern
ment would have secured to it, we ha Ye to face the 
fact that he is no longer a member of the Govern
ment. It is the more to be regretted that the 
hem. gentleman has seen fit to retire from office 
on a Cjuestion of such vital importance to the 
position and credit of the Government as its 
financia.l policy. It is impossible to exaggerate the 
amount of injury to the Government as a whole 
which must follow from the secession of so 
important a member of the Government as the 
Colonial Treasurer, on a subject in which the 
whole colony is so deeply interested, and upon 
which the prosperity of the whole of the colony 
so largely depends. But although I myself 
have always been ready to do honour to the hon. 
gentleman's large experience, and to the ability 
with which he has always conducted the affairs 
of the Treasury, I am not prepared to admit 
that my hon. friend is, even in financial matters, 
infallible. The hon. member told us that 
he is not prepared to idolise the Premier, 
who has secured for himself the universal 
admiration of the people of this colony ; 
and I, on the other hand, am not prepared to 
idolise the financial ability or far-sightedness 
of my hon. friend the member for Enoggera. I 
believe, notwithstanding the hon. member's 
great abilily as a financier, and his high standing 
as a member of the community and of this 
House, that it is quite possible for the hon. 
member to be mistaken in his views of what 
the policy of the country should be, in order 
to promote the best interests of the country. Of 
course, by far the most convenient policy for the 
country, if it could be done, would be to have 
no taxation at all. If it were not a neces
sity incumbent on thi.s House to find ways 
and rneans for carrying on the governn1ent 
of the country, it would be very pleasant 
indeed to occupy the position of Treasurer, 
who is not obliged to cast about for wap, and 
means ; but since means have to be raised 
in some way or other, it becomes absolutely 
necessary to consider intelligently and very dis
passionately what are the best means of raising 
revenue. Now, the hon. gentleman has criti
cised very severely the administration of the 
Lands Department by my hon. friend the 
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Minister for Lands, and indirectly, if not 
directly, attributes to that gentleman's unwil
lingness to sell more land the crisis which has 
now arisen. Now, I do not deem it a part of 
my duty to go out of my way to make a special 
defence of the policy of my hon. colleague the 
Minister for Lands; but I do admire the courage 
of a man who can maintain unflinchingly the 
position which he has maintained, being true to 
!Jj,, principles in the face of all the severe 
oppo,ition, not to say opprobrium, which he 
has met with inside th1s House and out 
of it. But hon. members will do well to 
guard the1mel ves against the belief that the 
condition of things we so much deplore has 
arisen in the Government by reason of the 
obstinacy of the Minister for Lands or by reason 
of the undue tenacity with which he clings to 
wh:tt he believes to be the right principle. It 
is well known that the hon. gentleman be
lieves, as a great many believe, that as a 
matter of principle no land at all should 
be alienated. But I have always found in 
my intercourse with the hon. Minister for 
Lands that, like a reasonable man, while he 
holds th11t principle he believes it to be a 
principle applicable to an ideal condition of 
affairs, and not to the actual condition 
of affairs we find around us, and that he is, 
therefore, ready to apply the principle in which 
he so firmlv believes in so ela,tic a manner 
as to make it conformable to the exigencies 
of government in this colony. He i" not 
prepared to allow his principles to render 
him so impracticable as to prevent him from 
selling to a reasonable extent such public lands 
as there may be a market for, and I think 
the fact that he has during his tenure of office 
contrived, in the face of a good deal of opposition 
and criticism from the other side of the House, 
to sell a large quantity of public lands, shows 
thttt he is not a facldisc who is determined at all 
hazards to carry out his own pet theories. Now, I 
wish to point out a very amusing circumstance. 
My hon.friend thernomberfor Enoggem--of whom 
I shall a! ways speak in terms of respect, and for 
whom, whether he is associated with me or not in 
any public capacity, I shall always cherish feelings 
of the deepest friendship ·has attributed to the 
alleged obstinacy of the Minister for Lands in not 
disposing of areas of htncl which, under the 
existing law, he might legitimately dispose 
of, the difficulties in which the Government 
has found itself suddenly plunged; and while 
the hon. gentleman is denouncing the Minister 
for Lands for not having got rid of more town 
lands-for not having turned into revenue large 
portions of valuable city and town and suburban 
lands-we find hon. members on the other side 
denouncing the Minister for Lands for having so 
far yielded to the influence of the Treasurer as 
to sell some city and suburban lands that 
he recently brought into the market. \Vhile 
we find, on the one hand, the hon. member for 
Enoggera saying the J\linister for Lands should 
have gone further than he has gone in the dis
posal of those areas which the Government has yet 
under its control, we find the hon. member for 
Townsville, Mr. Macrossan, denouncing the l\finis
ter for Lands and saying that if he had done his 
duty he would not have sold a single acre nf land at 
all. Now, between these opposite views, what is 
the Minister for Lancls to do? Ithink he has don@ 
well to pursue the course that he has all along 
pursued, and is doing well to continue to dispose 
of such town and suburban lands as ought to be 
disposed of, and as there is a market for, and not 
for the mere sake of raising revenue under the 
influence of a panic to rush land into the market 
all over the country, in the hope--I think it 
would be a vain and delusive hope-of raising 
the amount of revenue that is required to cover 
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our deficit. How are we, under the existing 
land law, to raise an increased revenue? The 
only lands that can he disposed of are town 
lands in small allotments, and lands in the 
country to the extent of forty acres in each 
block. And where, in the name of reason, can 
those are!Ls he found for which purchasers can 
he discovered? \Vhere are these persons hanker
ing to become purchasers of only forty-acre blocks? 

Mr. HAMILTON: Amend the land laws. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Amend the 
land laws-undoubtedly. That is what hon. 
gentlemen opposite, if they have not said so, 
suggested as a way out of the difficulty. They 
wish to amend the law so as to enable the 
Government to sell large tracts of land. I say 
this Government, having laid down the principles 
contained in the Land Act of 1884, and after 
having promulgated the theory that in respect of 
country lands in the colony there ought to he as 
little alienation as possible except by selection 
and only in connection with close settlement-I 
say, thrtt for this Government to reverse this 
policy merely because they are under the pressure 
of a little temporary difficulty, would be to hold 
themselves up to the contempt ·of all right
thinking men, not only in this colony, but in 
every other colony of the Australian group. 
We m::tintain the opinion that the time has come 
when we should cease in that downward career 
which the colony of New South \V ales has pur
sued with such fatal effect, and which we also 
were fast pursuing. \V e believe this, and now, 
because there is a temporary deficit, against 
which the colony has to contend, are we to put a 
law <rn our Statute-book that would continue to 
operate when there would be no necessity for re
plenishing a depleted Treasury, and put into the 
hands of this, or any succeeding Government, the 
power to go on selling country lands just as was 
done under the old 1'eyirne? This Government 
could not with self-respect continue to occupy 
the position they do if they were for one moment 
to allow themselves to depart from their prin
ciples in this respect. It has been suggested, 
with rffgard to the Minister for Lands, and was 
stated in plain terms by the hon. member for 
Townsville, Mr. lVIacrossan, that the hon. 
gentleman has such a horror of alienating 
land as to regard a man who becomes the 
purchaser of a 640-acre block as a land
thief. I thought the hon. gentleman was indulg
ing in a little bit of rhodomontade when he 
talked in that manner, and if I did not feel per
fectly sure that he was not absolutely serious, 
and did not mean all he sttid, I should be 
disposed to come to the conclusion that the hon. 
gentleman was influenced by all that audacity, 
and a great deal more than all that audacity, 
which he charged the Premier with exhibiting 
last night when he made the observations he did, 
and which, I am sure, did not bear the construc
tion the hon. gentleman put upon them. The 
hon. gentleman charged the Minister for Lands 
with having such a horror of the alienation of 
land as to regard a man that became t.he 
owner of 640 acres as a land-thief. But what 
are the facts? The Minister for Lands is a 
gentleman who has engineered a measure through 
this House by which a man may obtain the 
fee-simple of 1,280 acres of land. How does 
that fact consist with the accusation made by the 
hon. member for Townsville that the Minister 
for Lands regards with horror the acquisition of 
freehold by every man? I like to see every man 
get fair play ; hut in all the criticisms addressed 
to the policy of the Government regarding these 
matters the Minister for Lands has not met with 
fair play. I am perfectly satisfied, however, that 
the time will come, and that not long hence, 
when those who now combine to denounce the 

Minister for Lands as being a faddist, and a man 
who h~s only one idea in his head about land, will 
recognise the services the hon. gentleman has 
rendered to this colony in arre:;,ting what certainly 
was a downward conrse-a course which would 
have landed the colony in financial destruction. 

Mr. MURPHY : He borrowed the only idea 
he has. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I know the 
hon. gentleman has incurred the dislike of a 
great many people of the colony, but I do not 
find that those who regard the hrm. gentleman 
with this amount of ill-feeling are what we are 
accustomed to term th€ bone and sinew of the 
country. And the great bulk of the artisans 
and working men of this colony recognise the 
distingui"hed services the hon. gentleman has 
rendered in putting a complete stop to the acqui
sitien of large tracts of land in the interior by 
gentlemen who put them to no better use than 
to gmze sheep and cattle. 

Mr. NORTO:'-r: It was said last night thrtt 
there was no land left there fit for agriculture. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: That state
ment was not made in t.he unqualified manner 
the hon. g·entleman supposes. \Vhat was said 
was that there was very little land suitable for 
agriculturalaettlement that was at present acces
sible, and for which there would be a market. 
It is all very well for the hon. member for Towns
ville to say there is any amount of allricultural 
land beyond the high range9 at the back 
of Card well. Have we not all heard over and 
over again of the inaccei!0ibility of those lands 
beyond the high ranges of Card well, and that it 
is almost impossible to find a practicable route? 

The Ho~. J. 1\I. MACROSSAN: What do 
you know about it? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I only know 
by report ; I was ne1·er there-perhaps the hon. 
gentleman never was-but I have been in this 
House years enough to know that is the opinion 
held by those most competent to form an 
opinion. And I do not agree with hon. members 
who think that unless a man can come here and 
speak from personal observation of this, that, 
and the other, therefore he is not qualified to 
have or express an opinion. I say that we may, 
if we choose, derive the inf,lrmation on which we 
base our opinions from authentic sources other 
than observation. The man who derives his 
impressions from other men who have travelled, 
and from other men who have written books, and 
from others who have given the result of their 
investigations to the public through the news
paper Press-that man has a right to form an 
opinion. And those are sources of information 
much more reliable than the sources of informa
tion which are pr·ovided in the case of those 
persons who gallop here and there through a part 
of the country; or people who, because they 
have travelled over one little section of a district, 
along a road from which they probably never 
diverged, say, ''\V e can speak with authority on 
the character of the country because we have 
been there." 

The Ho~. J. M. MACROSSAN: Where did 
you get your information ? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: :B'rom the 
statements of others. 

Th@ Holi'. J. M. l\fACROS8AN : In what 
book? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What I say 
has been said here by >11embers of Parliament 
over and over again ; and the hon, gentleman 
knows very well that what I say is true. Now, 
I should like the hon. gentleman, who is so very 
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anxious that I should verify my statements, t0 
tell me whether he has been over the range at 
Card well. 

The HoN. J. M. MAClWSSAN: Yes. 
The ATTORNEY-GE01"ERAL: I do not 

belie,·e he has been in the particuln,r localitY to 
which I referred. He he~s been over a gt·eitter 
rnut of the Northern districts than I have, I 
know. I have been over part of them. 

The HoN. J. M. MAC.ROSSAX : As far as 
Charters Towers, haven't you? 

The ATTORNEY- GE01"ERAL: The hon. 
gentleman knows very well, as was said last 
night, that there is comparatively very little land 
suitable for settlement at present accessible-in 
fact, very little land that would find a ready 
market. Besides, I ask the hon. gentleman-who 
is not above talking a great denJ of nonsense 
when it suits his purpose-where he would find 
purchasers of forty-acre blocks over the Card
well ranges. The late Coloni•1l Treasurer was 
not dealing in his statements with a condi
tion of things that might be brought about by 
fresh legislation ; the hon. gentleman said we 
should raise the requisite alnount of re,•enue by 
operating on the public lands of the colony by 
means of sales by auction under the cxbting law. 

The Ho:-.:-. J. M. MACROSSAN : I said no 
such thing. 

The ATTOENEY-GENERAL: I know the 
hon. gentleman did not; but the hon. member 
for Enoggera did. The hon. member for Towns
ville, J\IIr. J\IIacrossan, raises a mere cry which 
he thinks will go down with certain people 
outside, and he does not distinguish between the 
position he occupies and tbat occupied by the 
late Colonial Treasurer and others who have 
criticised the Minister for Lands. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : He was 
not talking about the Card well ranges. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAl,: The whole 
scope of the late Treasurer's argument is that it 
would be possible to find purchasers for a large 
quantity of land in forty-acre blocks. 

The Ho". J. M. MACROSSAN: Not on the 
Card well ranges. 

The ATTOENEY-GEXERAL: I am not now 
talking about the Card well ranges, hut about the 
operation of the principle of the existing law. 
The Colonial Treasurer has relinr1uished his posi
tion in the Government, partly from the con vic
tion that it is possible to find purchasers for 
forty-acre blocks of country land in such quan
tities as to replenish the Treasury to the extent 
necessary to meet the exigencies of the present 
time. 

Mr. DICKSON : And under the conditions 
of Part VI. of the principa,l Act likewise. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Hon. mem
bers opposite are talking of the sale of land in 
large quantities, which the law as it stands 
will not allow; and unless the hon. member for 
Townsville wishes to occupy a very ridiculous 
position indeed, he will not quote the land 
beyond the Cardwell ranges as being some of 
the land for which purchasers could be found, 
and the proceeds of the sale of which would 
result in the replenishment of the Treasury. 
The hon. member, last night, when cmnbating 
the statement of the Premier with regard to the 
comparatively small quantities of land left fit 
for close settlement, and for which purchasers 
could be found, cited the case of land in the rear 
of Cardwell. The thing only needs to be men
tioned to show how ridiculous his argument is. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: But you 
have made a new township on Magnetic Island, 
where there is not a single soul. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The Minister 
for Lands cannot be accused r,f having failed to 
~ive reasonable aid to the replenishment of the 
Treasury from the sale of public lands, because 
in the Estimates now before us he has actually 
]JUt clown the amount derivable from that sonrce 
in town lots and forty-acre blocks at £GO,OOO. In 
order to meet the amount of the deficit--if it is 
to be met from this source alone, as the hon. 
member for :Enoggera seems to think it ought to 
be-it will be absolntely necessary for the Minis
ter for Lands to sell land of the value of about 
£120,000; and I should like to know in what 
part of the colony the Government would be 
able to find purchasers of land of these restricted 
areas to the extent of £120,000 in one year. 
Hon. gentlemen who speak of the ease with 
which money can be raised by the sale of land 
forget that the condition of the law is different 
now from what it was when the Act of 187G was 
i'n force. Even if the law were altered, which 
the Government would never consent to do-I 
speak with diffidence on this subject, because 
there are hon. members who are better authori
ties upon it than I can possibly claim to. be 
-even if the law were altered, there are not 
the same inducements now for pastoral tenants 
of the Crown to lay out their money in pnrchas· 
ing freeholds that there were some years ago. 
Under the old system, when the pastoral lessee 
was liable to have the whole of his run resumed, 
it became absolutely necessary for him to 
protect himself by some means or other aga.inst 
prospective close settlement, and the only way 
in which he could protect himself against the 
selector was by himself becoming the pur
chaser of a large freehold. The inducement to 
the pastoral tenant to spend his money in 
purchasing freebold has now ceased. Having an 
mdefeasible lease for one-half of his run, he is 
no longer under the dread of settlement, and, like 
a wise man, will prefer to spend bis money in 
developing his run, of which he has a twenty-one 
years' indefeasible lease, rather than indulge in 
the sentimental luxury of becoming the owner of 
a large freehold estate. 

The HoN. J. J\II. J\IIACROSSAN: That is not 
the reason. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Even if the 
law were altered to meet the case of these gentle
men, and the Government were, under tempo
rary pressure, to alter the law so as to enable them 
to sell large areas of bud, there would be the 
greatest difficulty in finding purchasers for them. 
I will give a case in point. I heard the other 
day of a gentleman who was desirous of dis
posing of a very considerable freehold property, 
in one of the most favoured of the outside dis
tricts of the colony, at a very reasonable figure 
indeed. But he found it impossible, up to the 
time I had the matter mentioned to me, to find a 
purchaser for it; and he used very strong language 
about the Land Act, saying that since it had 
come into operation it was impossible to find a 
purchaser for a freehold. I aonsider this one of 
the highest testimonies that could possibly be 
borne to the usefulness of the measure which is 
now upon the Statute-book-one of the strongest 
testimonies that could possibly be borne to the 
value of our present land legislation; and, at the 
same time, it goes to corroborate the statement 
I made a while ago that, even if the Government 
were to he such fools as to go back to the 
old vicious principle of selling land by public 
auction in large blocks, they would only have 
their lauonr for their pains, and would render 
themselves contemptible in the estimation of 
all right-thinking men, because not only would 
they be false to the principles on which they 
came into office, but, after having become false 
to their principles, they "culd fail to accomplish 
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the object for which they had bartered their 
political probity. l~ven if the law were altered, 
it seems to me, it would be impossible to find 
purcha.~ers for land to the extent that would be 
ncJcessary to meet the prenent deficit. The hon. 
member for Townsville, last night, went veq 
extensively into figure>J. 

The lioN. J. M. MAGROSSAN: Not exten· 
sively. 

The ATTORI'\EY-GI~N"ERAI,: Yes, very 
extensively, in order to show what was his 
presctiption for the present condition of the 
body politic. The hon. gentleman .,aid that the 
remedy he proposed for the present condition 
of affairs was to get back to the old system of 
expenditure which vreTai!ed when he left office, 
and he referred us to the "Votes "'nd Proceed
ings" o£ those years for a number of figures 
upon which he proceeded to base the calculations 
he had made, and by means of which he sought 
to demonstrate the propriety of the remedy which 
he prescribed. The hon. gentleman told us that 
if we were to consult the "Votes and Proceed
ings" we should find that during the last year of 
the Mci!wraith Govm·mnent's tenure of off'ce, 
the expenditure- the ordinary expenditure, 
exclusive of interest-amounted to £1,5GO,OOO, 
The hon. gentlern"n then went on to the next 
yer~r's Estimates as published in the "Votes and 
Proceedings," and told us that during the next 
year-the year 1883-4-the ordinary cost o£ 
government, as shown by the Estinmtes and 
Supplementary Estimates, was £1,8,16,638, being 
an increase in one year, he said, o£ £28G,G29. 
Now, the hon. gentleman did this: He went to 
the Estimates, as published in "Votes and Pro
ceedings," and from the front page he took the 
amount which is always placed in the summary 
column there as voted for the preyious year, and 
added to that the amount of the Supplementary 
Estimates, "'lso Toted that year, and the hon. 
gentleman, deducting from th"'t total the 
total of the amounts voted for the previous 
ye.,r--the ].,st year of the tenure of office 
of the Mcilwraith Government-arrives at these 
figures "'nd says there was an increase in the 
expenditure for ordinary purposes of govern
ment in the first year of the tenure of office of 
this Government of no lees a sum tlmn £28G,62!J. 
Now, I think when the hon. gentleman comes 
down here in order to establish the position 
which he has t"'ken up by me~ns of figures taken 
from the public records he ought to take care 
that those figures have been used in a manner 
that will bear investigation. 

Mr. NOICTON : What year was that? 
The ATTORKEY-GENERAI,: The first 

ye.,r's expenditure of this Government was in 
the year 1883-4. Now, the hon. gentleman took 
good care to keep dark upon this point : that 
although there was this discrepancy between the 
amount voted for the last year of the Mcilwraith 
Government and that votedforthefirst year of the 
Griffith Government, there was at the termination 
of the first year's occupancy of office by this 
Government no less a sum than £DO,OOO, nearly 
£100,000, that lapsed. The hon. gentleman did 
not deduct the amount of money that lapsed 
that year from the total amount voted for the 
purposes of government during that period. He 
assumes because the amount was voted there
fore there was that amount actu.,lly expended. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Ask the 
new Coloni"'l Treasurer about that. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: I take the 
hem. gentleman's own fig-ures. He directs me 
to go to the "Votes "'nd Proceedings," where 
he got his figures which I have checkecl, and 
to the " Votes and Proceedings" I go. The 
position I take up the hon. gentleman or 

any hon. gentlemen can establish by refer
ence to the " Votes and Proceedings." The 
hon. gentleman then took us to the follow
ing year. He took us to the year 1884-5, the 
;;econd year of the tenure of office by this Gov
ernment, and he said this : that on the same 
Jmsis-that is, tctking the amount voted for the 
year upon the Estimates, and adding to that 
the total amount voted on the Supplementary 
:E,;tiuwtes-we get as the expenditure without 
reckoning the interest for the year 1884-5, the 
sum of £2,12G,25+. This, as he told us with a 
flourish, was an increase of £279,000 on the ex
penditure of the previous year. But the hon. 
gentleman omitted at the smne time to inform 
the Committee that on that year's operations the 
Government lapsed no less a sum than £120,000. 
The hon. gentlem"'n would have found that a fact 
if he had taken the trouble to look at the 
'.rreasurer's taLles that were published along
with the Estimates. He t"'kes the amount Ynted 
per year, and assumes Lecause the amount 
was appropriated th"'t it was spent. 

Mr. NELSON: How much was carried forward 
against th"'t ? There are always votes c~trried 
forward. 

The AT'l'ORN"EY- GEXEHAL: The Esti
mates from which the hon. gentleman quoted 
show nothing carried forward ; I arn taking the 
hon. gentleman's figures as they a)Jpear on the 
first page of the Estimates published year by 
year, "'nd I ask "'ny hon. gentleman who wishes 
to criticise the fig·ures to look at the first page 
of the E,;timates from which the hon. gentle
man has taken his figure,, "'nd he will find 
there tbe headings, "Schedules," "Executive 
and Legislative," "Colonial Secretary," " .. A.d~ 
ministration of Justice," " Public Instruction," 
"Colonial Treasurer," "Department of Public 
Lands," '' Dep.,rtment of Public \Vorks "'nd 
]\fines," "Department for Railways," "I?ost~ 
master-General," "Auditor-General." These are 
the several headings ail they are put down, and 
the total amount as there put down under those 
heads is the total amount, added to the Supple
mentary ]~stim.,te", that the hon. gentleman says 
was spent in th"'t yem·. The hon. gentleman 
then went on to say, in regard to the next yem·
that was the year 1885-6, reckoning on the two 
sources of information, and I have gone on those 
sources of information-that the total amount 
spent was f~2,3G2,Hl5, being an incren,se of 
£23G,OOO for th"'t year. 

The Ho~. J. M. MACROSSAN: On the 
amount appropriated ? 

The ATTOR;\f:EY-GENERAL: Yes; but I 
say that .,]though there was £23G,OOO more 
appropriated for th"'t year than there was for 
the year preceding, th"'t amount was not spent 
by £115,000. 

Mr. NORTON: \Ve know what was spent. 
The ATTGJRNEY-GEN"ERAL: The hon. 

gentleman w"'s dealing with figures, and I may 
not be so strictly accurate as the Coloni"'l Trea
surer might deem it necessary to be in making 
the Financial Statement, and I do not know how 
these figures will tallv with the figures which he 
may present to the Committee later on. But I 
am taking the figures that were quoted by 
the hon. memLer' for Townsville last night 
with an object. The hon. gentleman wants 
to accuse the Government of the most 
reckless extravagance, and of increasing the 
amount of expenditure by over £200,000 each 
year. Then he told us, with a great flourish, 
that in the course of a little over three years we 
hncl increased the annual expenditure by over 
£800 000. I want to boil down that statement 
of tl~e hun. g-entleman to show how far-taking 
his own sources of information-those sources of 
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information will bear out the figures he gave to 
this Committee. The hon. gentleman gave us 
figures for those three years, and the next year 
there was :1 further htpse of a very large sum of 
money. The hon. gentleman, however, found it 
convenient, when he got to the end of the third 
ye,ar, to say nothing ::tt a1l ::thout the year 
succeeding. l{c fonnd it convenient not to 
draw the ::tttention of the Committee to the 
state of the figures as they will be found 
published in the "Votes and Proceedings " 
for last year. Now, if the hon. gentleman had 
been fair enough to have gone on another year 
and to have told ns what the figures were for bst 
ye::tr, he would lmve told us this: that so far 
from the amount voted for the yenr 188G being an 
incre::tse on the expenditure voted for the year 
before that, there was :1 decrease in the expemli
ture as voted of £164, 74G. On reference to 
Tttble I accmnpanying the Treasurer's Stu.ten1ent, 
made the other clay, it will be found tlmt the 
Colonial Treasurer estimates that no less th.'tn 
£110,000 of that amount will bp~e ; so that if we 
deduct the £110,000 that is to bpse from the 
total amount voted for last year for total e'C· 
penditure, we shall find the ::tmount is £2,087,8li0. 
As I hrwe ::tlreacly s::tid, the hon. member for 
To\vnsvi]le took his figures fr01n ''Votes and Prn~ 
ceeclings"-from the Estimate' rts published; ::tnd 
he invited hon. members to verify his figures by 
reference to "·votes and Proceed.ings." I a1n nOt 
s~tying that my method of ascert::tining the actual 
expenditure is a proper or scientific one ; I do 
not contend that for a single moment. I say 
that it is no more unscienti fie than the method 
adopted by the hon. member for Townsville. 
But if, nnder that unscientific method of his, he 
make, the figures come out one way, I have a 
perfect right, following in his footsteps, to 
show, by that very same unscientific method, 
that the figures do not come out that way. I 
do not wish it to be understood for one moment 
that I am attempting anything like criticism on 
the great snbject of finance. I am not ::tn expert 
in figures. I do not set myself up, ::tm! neverdicl, as 
hn,ving p:-trticular facility in the 1nanagen1ent, or 
understanding, or nutr;,halling of figures, or in 
offering critieisrn upon a financial sta.tmnent. 
But I s::ty the hon, gentleman h::ts, for a certain 
purpose, in order to discredit the Government 
in the eyes of the people of this colony, t::tken 
figured from the Estimates as published in "V otb 
n,nd Proceedings," and as the result of acon1parison 
of one ye::tr with another, he says the ::tnnu::tl ex
penditure of this Government is, or w::ts twelve 
mouths ago-he did not include la ,t year-was at 
the end of 188(), J.:goo,OOOmore than the annual ex
penditureof the Mcilwraith Government. Now, I 
say, taking that method for wh::tt it is worth
I do not say that it is ::tn accumte means 
of ascertaining the actual expenditure, or 
thttt these figures should go forth as cor
rect- taking the bon. grntlelll<'"Ln's rnetiwd 
for wh::tt it is worth, mul applying to the 
source of information to which he h::ts directed 
uc,, I sa,y the figures as Ih,tve given them ::tre 
correct. })ecause althongh hpsed votes m::ty he 
caniecl forward, they are not included in 
the st::ttement of the amount voted on the 
J~};tirnatm; ypa.r after year, and tbere is no 
::tccotmt t::tken in the Estimates themselves of 
the bpsed votes of the iast year; so that I have 
a perfect right, when the h<m. gentlem::tn directs 
me to :1 table in the Estim::ttes, ::tnd points to 
a colu1nn showing the anwunt voted, and ;say.:; 
"That is the amount spent"-I maintain" I 
hcwe :1 perfect right to say, "It is perfectly true, 
that is the mnonntvotrd, but there W!\H an amount 
of £110,000, or £11G,OOO, or £120,000, fLS the case 
may be, which lapsecl, that w>cs not spent." 
Adopting, therefore, this method, I h::tve en· 
deavoured to show the hon. gentlem::tn that if 

we t::tke the amount voted for last ye::tr, which 
was much less than that voted for 1885-G, we 
arrive at this: That deducting the nmount 
estimated to lapse from last year's operations we get 
v, net stun of £2, 087,8(iQ ns the actual expenditure, 
not reckoning the expenditure for interest. The 
hon. gentleman quoted figures from the same 
source as showing the amount expended during 
the last year of the Mcill wraith Govern
ment's tenure of office, which he put down 
::tt £1,560,000; but he did not do himself the 
juc;tice to credit the amount voted for that year 
with a lapse of £i-,O,OOO. I am not going to dis
guise the bet tlmt the 1\Icllwraith Govern
ment had "' bpse on that year's operations of 
£50,000, although I would say in pm;sing thnt 
during the four years of their tenure of o±lice 
they never lap:·.:;ed n1ore, on an average, than 
£48,000, while this Government has inv::tri::tbly 
lapsed more on an average tlmn £100,000. 'fhere· 
fore, if we deduct from the £1,5GO,OOO that was 
voted for the expenditure during the last year 
of office of the Mcilwraith Govemment the 
sum of £50,000 which lapsed on th::tt year's 
operations, we have this: that whereas in th::tt 
year the expenditure was £1,510,000 exclu-ive of 
interest, the expenditure for the year €nding on 
the 30th June last, exclusive of interest, w::ts 
Jo2,087,8G0, showing a difference in the rate 
of annual expenditure of rather more th::tn 
£,377,000. Therefore the annual increase accord· 
ing to the method, whether scientific or unscien
tific, adopted by the hon. member for Towns
ville-the actnal annual increase, except for 
interest-has risen to £577,000, which is :1 

very different amount from £802,000. The hon. 
gentleman wants to tell the country, through 
this Committee, that adopting his rough-and
ready method of getting at the expenditure, in 
three ye::tri'l the actn::tl expenditure had jumped 
up under the present Administration £800,000 :1 

year more than it was when the 1\icilwmith 
Government left office. I want to point out, 
sir, that after the experience of four years, the 
actual incre::tse, including everything except 
interest, is no more than £577,000. 

The HoN. J. 1\I. MACROSSAN: Wh::tt was 
it at the end of 188G? 

The ATTO.RNEY-GENERAL: I h::tve ::tl
re::tdy slated what it was ::tt the end of 188G
th::tt it was as stated by the hon. gentleman 
himself. But he took no note of the fact th::tt 
tlmt amount was not spent by £113,000. I mn 
giving the hon. gentleman credit for the lapsed 
votes during the last year of the 1\Icilwraith 
Government's existence, which amounted to 
only £80,000. Deducting that from the tot::tl of 
£1,5GO,OOO, which he said last night wns the 
actual expenditure, I find that the actual increase 
in the costL'fgovernment between theye::trs18S2-3 
and 188G·7 ir;, in round numbers, £577,000. 

The HoN. J. 1\I. J\IAClWSSAN: I ::tsked 
what was it in 1880. 

The A'fTORNEY-GENEUAL: I h1we just 
told the hon. gentleman what it was-th::tt 
between those two years 18S2-3 and 1886-7 the 
actual increase is not £802,000 but £577,000. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : \Vhat w::ts 
it at the end of 188G? 

The AT'fORNEY-GENEitAL: The hon. 
gentlernan is very expert in his arra.ugen1ent of 
fignrf: J. He want~ to Uind 1ne down to 1886 ; 
hut I sav that this Government bets E''Cisted since 
1881), m;d th::tt we have a right, therefore, to 
bkP credit for tbe operations of this year, which 
show that the expeuditnre htst yem· was consider· 
::tl,ly le's than it waH for the year before. The 
h<m. geutlem::tn doe" not want to give any infor
mation at all favourable to the administration of 
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affairs by the Government. He wants to limit 
the consideration of the question to a period 
ending with the third year, forgetting that, by 
including the fourth year, you make the figures 
ever so much better, and show that the country 
is going in the right direction and not in 
a wrong one. The hon. gentleman must not 
forget that, or, if he does, it is a matter of great 
importance that the public outside should not lose 
sight of it. The hon. gentleman points out that 
that increase is an increase in the cost of gov· 
ernment, and so it is ; but he so broadly states 
the case as to create the impression on the minds 
of the outside public that this is all expenditure 
over which the Government actually have con
trol. He disguises the fact that a considerable 
proportion of that £377,000 is money over which 
the Government have no control whatever. The 
amount that was expended under the head of 
" Schedules," which, as hon, f;entlemen very 
well know, is a matter which the Government 
cannot regulate--

Mr. NOR TON: We all know that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENJ~RAL: We all know 
it, sir, hut it is important that the public outside 
should know it; I say it fm· their benefit. The 
amount put down under the head of ''Schedules" 
is a sum expended in pursuance of the law, and 
the Government cannot modify that amount 
without the authority of the law. "When the 
Mcilwraith Government left office there was an 
amount nppropriated under that head-as shown 
by the "Votes and Proceedings," from which the 
hem. member has quoted-of £172,000, and during 
last year, ending on the 30th June last, there was 
an actual appropriation under the same head of 
£264,000, mnking a difference between the com
pulsoryexpenditure for 188G-7 and the compulsory 
expenditure during the last year the Mcilwraith 
Government were in office of nparly £100,000. 
Now, if you take that £100,000 from the 
£577,000 which included it, you have this gross 
increase over which the Government have 
control-namely, £477,000. Now, that is a dif
ferent way of putting the figures from tlmt which 
was adopted by the hon. memb~r last night. 
He told the country through this Committee 
that this Government was going on in the most 
grossly reckless and extravagant manner-that 
they jumped by lmngaroo leaps and bounds of 
£200,000 a year; and without carrying his in vesti
gations beyond three years he showed that we 
umpecl up to £800,000, and then put forward the 

idea that all we had to do was to knock off a con
siderable portion of the £200,000 each year, and 
reduce the annual £800,000 to something like 
reasonable limits, and thus doawaywithadditional 
taxation. But I now point out that the actual 
increased expenditure which the Government can 
control is, for a period of nearly fiye years, 
something like £480,000. That is the total 
increase, and not £800,000, and I hope tbe 
hon. gentleman will not lose sight of that. 
Before passing from that, however, I desire 
to point out another fault of the hon. 
gentleman in quoting figures. He is probably 
a better wan at figures than I am, but he 
can also use the figures to suit his own pur
pches in a way that I cannot tolerate, and 
which I will expose. The hon. gentleman told 
us that at the same time we were increasing 
expenditure at this considerable rate the popu
lation of the colony hact only increased by 35,000. 
Now the hon. gentleman ought to look at the 
tables accompanying the Treasurer's Statement, 
and he will then ascertain that thR increase in 
the population was fifi,OOO, and not 35,000. The 
hon. gentleman ought to have consulted those 
tables. 

The HoN. J. M. MAOROSSAN Since 
when? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I know since 
when. The hon. gentleman will persist in 
limiting the expencliture to the end of 188G, but 
the Government are as responsiblefortheexpendi
ture last year as for the year before, and the hon, 
gentleman knows well that there were special rea
sons for rrn increased expenditure son11?' years a.go. 
'Vhat added to the expenditure was having to 
send back all those natives that were stolen from 
their islauds. That was one cause-that was one 
of the mischiefs left behind by the· preceding 
Government which the present Government have 
had to undo, and in doing so they have had to 
expend money in this special way; and that 
is one reason why the expenditure would be 
abnormally higher year by year. 

Mr. NELSON : Will you tell us what the 
expenditure last year was? 

The ATTORNEY-GENEUAL: I gave the 
hon. gentleman the exrJenditure accorcling to the 
methods bid down by the member for 'l'owns
ville. I will repeat it for the hon. gentleman. 
The amount voted on the Estinutes for 1SSG-7 
was £2,197 869; from that you deduct the amount 
which the Treasurer estimates in the tables will 
lapse-namely, £110,000-which cannot be called 
part of the expenditure of last year, and that 
reduces the expenditure to £2,087,8()9, 

Mr. NELSON : Add the deficit. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: I have de
ducted that, and get the total for this year which 
has just terminated-I have deducted the total 
for the last year during which the Mcilwmith 
Government held office .. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSS.A.N: What is the 
Supplementary Estimate for lust year? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I apprehend 
that the Treasurer's Statement takes account 
of the probable amount of the Supr?lement::ry 
Estimat.e. The hon. gentleman, m makmg 
his calculations, added to the amount voted 
on the J<:stimates the amount of the Supple
mentary Estimates. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Yes. 
The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: I have done 

the same. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSS~\N: What was 
it last year? 

The .A.TTOUNEY-GENERAL: I apprehend 
that the Treasurer took account of that. 

'fhe Hox . • T. l\L l\IACROSSAN : You do not 
add the Supplementary Estimates of last year. 

The .A.TTOHNEY-GENERAL: Now, the 
hon. gentleman said that population had only 
increased by 3,3,000, but, as a mtttter of fact, it 
has increased by 5:3,000. 

The HoN. J. M. :MACIWSSAN: Since 
when'? 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL: Up to the 
en cl of the last financial year. I have a perfect 
right to consider that. I will not be tied down 
to the year 188G, and leave off where the hon. 
gentleman wants rne to leave off. I am carrying 
it a.-; far as we have got a. record, and dealing 
with the figmcs as they are, and not as the hem. 
gentleman wishes them to be. I say this: that 
with an mmual increase of over £:)00,000 in the 
expenditure you have got an increase of 55,000 
in the population, anrl you have got an increase 
in the number of miles of railway open of about 
400 miles. There were only 1,100 miles open in 
1883, when the last Government left office, and 
there are now over 1,GOO miles of railway open 
for traffic. There is a mileage of about one-third 
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more open now, and yet, with 55,000 people more 
in the colony, most of them adults-because of 
the people who come here as immigrants, the 
nn.iority are full-grown men and women-I say 
with that increased population and one-third more 
rail ways open for traffic the hon. gentleman calls 
out, and says the country is going t0 destruc
tion becmme an annual increase of less than 
£:)00,000 in the annual expenditure has grown up 
during the past five years. \Vhy, surely the 
hon. gentleman cannot pretend that we are 
going to n1aintain and \Vork our rail ways 
without any extra expense ; and I do not 
myself see how he can demur to a very 
considerably increased expencliture under the 
circumstances I have indicated. The thing is 
inevitable. It must not be forgotten that among 
other things Parliament in its wisdom decidecl, 
when the Land Act came into operation, that there 
should be survey before selection, and all the outlay 
necessary to carry out surveys in order to promote 
settlement has, of course, swelled the annual 
expenditure. It certainly would not be increas
ing in the same way if, instead of having snrvey 
before selaction, we had, under the system which 
prevailed under the Act of 187G, selection 
before survey. I am sorry I did not get the 
figmes nntil too late-but I hope they will be 
uRed before the close of the debate-figmes 
which point out exactly the departments in 
which the annua,l expenditure has increa..sed, and 
the necessary objects upon which that increased 
expenditure has been bestowed. · 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : That means 
all departments. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The hon. 
gentleman ought to know that five years 
means a very considerable period in the 
history of a young colony like this. \Vhy, the 
colony is not very much more than five times 
five years old altogether. Counting from, say, 
January, 18GO, up to the present time, it is only 
a little over twenty-seven years old, and I say if 
the expenditure could jump up for the previous 
period from the trifle it was when the coluny 
began its existence to a million and a-half when 
the Mcilwraith Government ceased to hold 
office, surely the present rate of expenditure is 
not so great, considering that the greater part of a 
quinquennial period has nearly elapsed since then. 
It is impossible for the expenditure to keep on 
at the same rate year after year, and if the 
colony grows, and if the colony is to be settled, 
and the public interest properly considered and 
looked after, it is absolutely indispensable that 
there should be a reasonable increase in the 
ordinary rate of exJ,enditure. The hon. member 
went on to refer to the terrible rate at which the 
people of the colony were taxed. He mrcde a speech 
last nig·ht which was really an appeal, not to the 
members of the Committee-I say it with all 
deference, a,nd the hon. member had a perfect 
right to make use of his opportunity, and I do 
not say I would not have clone the same thing 
myself-but his speech was an appt•:tl not sn 
much to the members of this Committee rrs to 
the people outside, who have not the same oppor
tunities of criticising his figures or estimat
ing the value of the arguments based upon 
those figures. The hem. gentlermm went on 
to refer to the terrible condition of taxation, 
and when the Premier interjected that nearly 
half of it went in spirits he ridiculed the idea. 
Now, as a mcttter of fact, of the total revenue 
raiHed in this way up to the end of last financial 
yercr from taxation no less an mnount than 
a bunt half-a-million con.<iste<l of duties on spirit8, 
wine, ~le, port~r, tobacco, snuff, ciga,rs, and 
some VInegar. The hon. gentlen1an, in order to 
show how heavily the people were taxed, spoke 
about a man with a wife and five children, 

\Vel!, out of the whole number of those who 
would pay towards taxation in that family, it 
will be seen at once that only the father of that 
family would contribute anything under the 
he:.td of "Spirits." 

lHr. NOR TON: Who takes the snuff? 
The ATTORNEY-GJ<~NERAL: Somebody 

must take it, but it is not the chilclren or the 
won1en. I suppose it is the single ruen, who 
have no wives to keep them from that dirty 
habit, and some married men may indulge in 
th"t way. At all events the payment of duty in 
respect of those articles is not contributed by 
children. The total amount of taxation revenue 
from all sources was £1,206,000, and of that 
amount nearly half-a-million was contributed for 
tobacco, cigars, wines, S11irits, n,ncl beers ; so that 
what the Premier said was true, and ·the hon. 
gentleman's argument, about the working man 
being taxed so heavily for his family, because 
of the heavy tax per head of the popuL~tion, 
goes for little. The hon. gentleman must have 
forgotten that with the increase of population 
there has come a necessary increase of ex pen
diture under the head of ''Education." By 
representing the working man as paying £3 per 
head for all his children the hon. m em her used a 
perf~ctly falhlcious argument, and the hon. 
gentleman knew it very well. The hon. memlJer 
found the figures there, and as it was not his 
business to analyse them he lumped them, and 
said a man paid so much for himself and so 
much for each of his children, without showing 
that about one- half of the tax was cleri ved 
from the consumption of articles which chil
dren never use. I say th"'t one of the items 
of expenditure, and one of the items which went 
to make such a hcrge increase in the expenditnre 
for the presel'lt year as compared with the last, 
year during which the hon. gentleman and 
his party occupied these benches, is due to the 
necessarily increased expenditure in making pro
vision for the education of the children of the 
people of this colony. The hon. gentleman talks 
about the growing taxation in this colony, but 
he rnnst not lose sight of the fact that if the 
working mrcn had to pay for the education of his 
children ont of his own pocket he would be in a 
much worse position than he is at present. 

J\Ir. NELSON : It would be a good deal 
cheaper for him. 

The ATTORl'-i.EY-GENERAL: The rate of 
taxation per he11d might possibly be less, bnt if 
the man had to pay for the education of his 
children ont of his own pocket it would be a 
mnch more serious matter for him, so that what 
the Premier said about the great taxation of 
the people being a ''parrot cry" was pedectly 
correct. All the hon. member could say in reply 
to it was that it was not a "parrot cry," and that 
he would give facts. The hon. member gave 
his facts, as I have stated, to sh,,w how the 
working man and his family were taxed, 
and I have shown that, though it appears, 
according to the inexorable law of fixing an 
average when we have got a whole community 
to deal with, that there is apparently a very large 
amount of taxation which a rmm has to pay per 
head for his children, it is not in reality anything 
like so large an amount. The hon. gentleman 
went on to speak of the land tax, of which J shall 
say a few words before I close. \V e come now 
to the hon. gentleman's prescription for meeting 
the difficulty which the State is in at the present 
time, and it is certainly not worthy of the hon. 
gentleman's political reputation or of his 
cap,wity-I am quite sure of tlmt. It is a very 
easy thing to say, "Oh! there is really nothing 
the matter. Do not spend so much, and it will 
come all right." It is very easy for a man when 
he has not got the responsibility of carrying on a 
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concern-u concern which has attained a certain 
magnitude-to say, "I will show you how to 
run this concern. Only spend so much in the 
maintenance of the afhirs of the concern. 
It will run just as well-the thing will go 
on just as well-if you spend, Sily, one-fifth 
or one-tenth le'" than you are spending." It is 
very easy for a man to give a cheap prescription 
as to how a difficulty of this kind is to ba got 
over ; but if the hon. gentleman w11s sitting here 
as Treasurer, 11nd he had devolving upon him 
the difficult task of providing for the necessary 
expenditure in order to keep up the Government 
in this-country, and make the country go 11long 
on the lines of prosperity, he would not be quite 
so ready either to offer or to acccrJt from anybody 
else such a prescription. The hon. gentleman's 
prescription would have been worth something 
if he had taken the I<~stimr.tes and gone over 
them rmge by page, and pointed out this or th11t 
or the other item voted there, and said, "This 
can be done without, and the other can be done 
without," and had shown according to the Esti
mates that those were items we really could 11fford 
to dispense with. He did not do this. It is 
very easy to indulge in generalities, and 'ay, 
"Y on should not spend so much" ; but the 
Government has got to keep the country going, 
and I will defy anybody to show in regard to the 
manning of the several Government departments 
-I will confine the investigntion to that for the 
present-I will defy anyone to point out in 
any department where there is any appreciable 
number of men in excess of the actual number 
required to carry on the affairs of the country. 
The Government dep>trtment of which I am the 
head is not one of the large spending depart
ments, but it is a revenue-making department. 
Financially speaking, it may be a little depart
ment, but its importance cannot be judged by 
the amount of money it spends. Little as it is, 
it is a revenue-producing department, and it 
partly pays for itself. I speak with reference to 
that department because it is the only one 
which I am competent to speak about from 
personal knowledge and experience, bnt I 
suppose my hon. colleagues can say the smne of 
their departments, 11nd I say there is not a 
superfluous officer employed in th11t department 
-not one. It would be impossil1le for anyone to 
guide that department or to secure the proper 
performance of the duties to the State which 
that depu,rtrnent is supposed to perform in 
the interests of the country. with one single 
officer less than is at present employed. I 
believe from what I know of my hon. friends 
who sit here with me tlutt they are the last men 
who would tolerate" Tite BarnacleB"or mJY other 
useless encumbrances who are simply in the 
public service for the purpose of drawing 
salaries. I believe that the Civil servants are 
thoroughly employed, and that they earn th-e 
money they receive. I say this-and I stty it for 
the last as well as the. present Government-that 
there never has obtained in this colony a system 
in any way resembling the system that has 
obtained in New South \Vale;, where men have 
been billeted upon the public sArvice, in large 
number,;, simply to obli((e members of Parli~
ment, 11ncl to fine! sitnatwns for men for whose 
employmrmt in the service there w"'' no neces
sity. That system has never prevailed in 
this colony; and even if a commission was 
11ppointed to inquire into the condition of 
the Civil Senie<e, I am quite Stttisfied that the 
commissioners would not come to the conclusion 
that the country is being burdened to the least 
11ppreciable extent by the employment of men 
whose services are not reftuired. Such "' emu
mission could do no harm, and it might probably 
do some good by securing a little redistribution 
in the service. Now, with reference to the 

deficit, 11bout which so much has been said, the 
Minister for Lands is willing-although he is 
taunted with being averse to selling any part of 
the pul.Jlic estate-I say he h willing to selll11ncl 
to the extent of £GO,OOO during the ensuing year, 
and that is a very respectabl~ income indeed 
from that source. 

An HoN01:TIAJ3LE MEilillEI\: It is too much. 

The ATTORl\EY-GENERAL: Probably it 
io too much. But the hon. gentleman i.~ so little 
of a theorist, so little of a faddist, that he is 
perfectly agreeable to raise that mnount of 
revenue from the sale of parts of the public estate. 
But even when that sum is reckoned it is found 
that there is still a deficit of £50,000. How is 
that to be met? Hon. members must look at 
this <ruestion fairly. It means wnnething more 
thu,n merely bridging- o;'er the gap between the 
estimated revenue and theestim1cted expenditure. 
In order to carry on the government properly 
u,nd provide for every unfore,,.:en emergency that 
n1ay arise, it is necessary to n1ake provision for 
additional revenue, not to the extent of £50,000 
only hut double £50,000. I ask hon. mem
bers who have had any experience in the 
matter, rmd hon. members who lmve given 
it their careful consideration, whether it would 
be a proper thing in any one year to raise 
£150,000 by the sale of lands, by selling-, mark 
you, town lands in allotments sixteen perches in 
area, and country lands fm ty acre; in m·ea. 
\Vould, I ask, any Minister for Lands under the 
circumstances-mid I ask it with great respect 
for the opinion of the hon. member for Enoggem 
-be considered worthy to continue to hold office, 
with such a land law 11s we have, if he adopted 
such a course? Hon. members must hce the 
fact that taxation is necessary. From what 
source, then, is that taxation to come? I say 
it ought not to come out of the pockets of the 
working man. The working man is contributing 
as much at present as he ought to be c11lled upon to 
pay to the expenses of government, but there is 
a cbss of people in the colony who have always 
escaped their just share of the burdens of the 
country. \Ve know very well that three-fourths 
of the men who have got rich in this colony have 
got rich by their speculation· in land ; they have 
got rich by me11ns of the increase in the value of 
their land without any effort being put forth on 
their own rmrt to make the land more valuable. 
I appeal to hon, members whether that is not 
the case? I have myself got more bnd than I 
wish I had just now, considering the state of the 
market and the reu,ction that h::ts followed the 
hte "boom," as it was called. 1Ioney, however, 
is not so tight now 11s it was, and I believe 
there will, before very long, be as much honest 
healthy speculation in l11ncl as there ought to be. 
But I ask every man who bought land a few 
years ago wheth8r he ca.n, with a clearcon.'3cience, 
sny that any efforts of his h10 ve caused that land 
to' become as valuable as it is now in comparison 
wjth wh11t it wat> when he made his purclwse? 
\Vhat is called the unearned increment goes on 
from year to vear whether a man does anything 
to tlui bnd or neglects to do anything, and there 
is no man in the colony who ha,, had his wits 
about him for the past 'few years whose financial 
position is not vastly improved by reason of his 
having purchaRed land, 11nd I "'''k why should 
not all such men contribute something more th11n 
they do towards the nece"'ities of the State ? 
The working man, who h11s probably not even a 
sixteen-perch allotment, goes on from cby to cby 
and from year to year Rin1ply earning wages, and 
his ren1nneration scarcely undergoeR any n1ate~ 
rial ch11nge. He goes on until perhaps he wears 
himself out earning so m11ny shillings a -du,y ; 
while the man who has speculated in land is 
enriched. I ask, then, why should not the man 
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who has grown wealthy in that way, and whose 
financial circumstances have so greatly improved, 
contribute something substantial to the expenses 
of govemment, and bear his just proportion 
of the burdens of the country? He has become 
rich in more ways than one by the expenditure 
of public m on, y ; in the first by the expendi
ture of public money in i1nproving the means 
of communication between the various parts 
of the colony ; if he Le a rdsident of the 
city of Brisbane, by the improvement of 
the means of communication with the interior. 
The expenditure of public money on immigra
tion has also contributed to it, as people who 
have been brought here require homes to live 
in, and land has therefore been cut up and sold, 
thus highly increasing the value of the unsold 
blocks. And by the expenditme of public 
money in various other ways, thew peOJ•le have 
been benefited. '['ake the ca·;e of the Darling 
Downs as an illustration. Is it not a standing 
reproach to us that such a vast area of lanrl, 
eminently suitable for settlement, should be 
lying idle there? }<;very visitor who comes to 
the colony stares in blank amazement as the 
train hurries him rtlong through that large tract 
of nnutilised land. " How is it possible," he 
asks, "that laml of that character, which was 
intended to support a large agricultnral popula
tion, is lying there a perfect wilderness, only 
supporting a few sheep?" I say if this land tax 
did nothing more than make those persons who 
have secured that land, and other persons who 
hold land under similar conditions, contribute 
bomething to the State in proportion to the 
amount of benefit they have derived from the 
making of railways through their land, it wuuld 
he a good thing for the country. I am perfectly 
well aware also that there are many absentee 
proprietors who have large tracts of land in the 
colony, from which they derive princely incomes, 
which they are spending not here but in England. 
A tax imposed on those absentees would yield a 
considerable return to the revenue, and I con
tend that they should be called upon to hear a 
considerable share of the stmin of taxation. 
Some hon, memhers would not object to a lancl 
tax if it were a tax on area, but, as the :Minister 
for Lands has pointed out, such a tax would 
he most objectionable. To say that " man who 
owns an acre of land worth £5 shall pay as much 
as the man who owns an acre of land in Queen 
8treet, or near it, would be manifeBtly unjust. I 
contend tlmt, if one thing more than another 
will redeem the Governmen.t from the imputation 
that has always been undeservediy hurled at it 
of being a "Queen-street Government," it will 
he the imposition of a tax like this. I have 
been met in the northern part of the colony 
with this objection, "Oh, you are a Queen
street Ministry, and everything yon do is 
for the aggrandisement of Queen street." It 
has become a byword in the colony, the extent 
to which Governments h,we been influenced 
by Queen street. I have nothing to say against 
Queen street as Queen street-I would give 
Queen street the same fair play that I would give 
any other part of the colony; hut I say that if 
we are to rid ourselves of the reproach of being 
nothing more than a (lueen-street Government 
we must have nothing to do with this proposal, 
which is endeavoured to be forced upon J,Js from 
many quarters, of imposing a tax upon land on 
the basis of area. Hon. members op!•osite 
have said, during the adjournment for dmner, 
that I was helJ>ing them when I showed in 
the ear1ier part of my address that the acquisition 
of freehold was not going on with great r'1jpirlity. 
I wish hon. members not to be too precipitate in 
coming to a conclusion as to the extent in which 
my remarh are applicable in that direction. 
When I spoke of the difficulty that was some-

times met with in selling freehold since the Land 
Act came into operation, I referred to land 
occupied for pastoral purposes, the great bulk of 
which was freehold and wa' not situated so 
favourably for the purchaser as land that men 
would take up for freehold, particularly in the 
East Moreton district ancl the district about 
Ipswich. In the ores"' to \i·hich I made allusion, 
the difficulty of finding '" pur~haser for a. large 
freehold out away west for pastoral purposes 
was attributed to the fact that the Land Act 
provides fltcilities for obtaining large areas for 
grazing purposes without the necessity of sinking 
capital in the shape of purcha'e money. I say 
there b no need for hlm, members tJ pretend 
that the land tax will be unproductive because 
fewer people will buy land for pastoral purposes 
in the future than has been the case in the past, 
because with the increase of settlement in the 
interior under the Land Act the lands nearer the 
coast will hecomc more and more valuable ; and 
not only will it be the case that the more valu
able thev bec<>me the more will the owners be 
enriched', but for the sake of an ever-increasing 
value the more will men desire to obtain free
holds ; and at the same time they will be taxerl 
upon the unimproved v:1lue, and I say they ought 
to be. I cannot conceive of anyfairertax than that. 
If an income tax were proposed-hon. members 
know what an objection there is to that kind of tax 
in the old countries of the world-how inquisitorial 
and unsatisfactory such a tax is-it would require 
the most elaborate machinery in order to colkct 
it, and could not be utilised at present. 

Mr. NORTON: \Ve will have that next year. 
TheATTORNEY-GEJ'\.ERAL: The principle 

of limiting the opemtion of the tax so as 
not to affect men who have holdin~s less 
than £500 in valne is a sound prmciple; 
and men with small holdings, whether they 
are in the colony already or are attrartecl 
by the land-orders offered to induce them to 
come and settle on the land, need have no 
fear that the operation of a tax like this 
will in n.ny way prejudiciously affect them. It 
is idle for hon. members to try and raise a 
" bogey " by talking about getting in "the thin 
end of the wedge." rrhe Haiil8 argHlll8llt applied 
in other directions would absolutely retard all 
improvement whatever; it would absolutely 
destroy the spirit of enturprifie. If we nre 
going to be frightened frmn doing a good 
thing merely hecause by-and-by some ill
dispoi>ed person may turn it to had account, 
we shall have no good thing introduced 
in any future period of the country's history. 
I say tlut an argument based upon the possi
bihty that it may he abused by-and-by _is an 
argunwnt that ought not to connt for nnythrng rn 
the opinions of the members of this Committee. 
I hope, 1\Ir. Fraser, that when hon. gentlemen 
come to consider the proposals of the Govern
ment in all their betu'ings they will arrive at the 
conclu:-)ion that the l~ovenuncnt in 1naking these 
proposals are doing the hest thing, not only in 
the interests of the colony at the present time, 
hut in the interests of its advancement for all time. 

l\lr. :;'{ORTON said: l\Ir. Fraser,- I believe 
it is the wish of hon. members generally to 
adjomn. If that is so, though I am r1uite 
prepared to go on, I think it would be ad visahlo 
not to do so. 

'The PHE~IIER: I am very reluctant to move 
the ~tdjonrnment; we have not done much work 
this week. But if it is the desire of hon. mem
bers to acljourn, and I believe it is, I will move 
that you leave the chair, report progress, and 
a.sk leave to sit Rgnin. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the J'llE:HIEll, the resmup

tion of the debate was made an Order of the Day 
for \V ednesday next. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER : I beg to move that this 

House do now adjourn. On \Vednesday, after 
the introduction of the Bills which stand at the 
top of the paper, we shall proceed with the debate 
in Committee of \V ays and Means. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at three minutes to 
S o'clock. 

Vacant Seat. 




