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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 20 July, 1887. 

Warwick }jlcction.- ~!ember Sworn.- Petitions.
Auditor-General's Reports.-.:\Jc-.sage from the Legis
lative Council-Joint Committecs.-Address of Con
gratulation to Her Majesty.- Days of Sit.ting.
Sessional Orders.- Fo1·ma.l I\Iotions.- Valuation 
BilL-Divisional Boards Bill.-1\-""ater BilL-Copy
right Registration Bill.~Criminal Law' Amendment 
Bill.-Questions.-Address in Reply-resumption of 
debate.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

WARWICK ELECTION. 

The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the 
House that I have received from the returning 
officer of the electoral district of \V arwick the 
return of the writ issued by me for the election 
of a member, endorKed with a certificate of the 
election of Arthur l\Iorgan, Esquire, as member 
for the said district. 

MEMBER SWORN. 
Mr. Arthur JHorgan was sworn in and took 

his &eat as member for tlw electoral district of 
Warwick. 

PETITIO~S. 

Mr. ANNJ<JAR preRented a petition from Mr. 
E. B. Corser, of Mn,ryborough, in reference to 
additional compensation for the resumption of 
certain property belonging to him by the Rail
way Department ; and moYed that the petition 
be read. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of Mr. ANNEAR, the petition 
wa.s received. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a petition from the 
trustees of certain allotments in the town of 
Bundaberg granted for the purposes of a school 
of arts, to enable them to sell or mortgage the 
land and buildings thereon for the purpose of 
building a new school of arts. He also presented 
the necessary papers required by the Standing 
Orders of the House, and moved that the petition 
be received. 

Question put and passed. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORTS. 
The SPEAKKR said: I have to report to the 

House that I have received the followinu letter 
from the Auditor-General :- " 

0 SIR, 

''Audit Department, Quetmsland, 
"Brisbane, 19th July, 1887. 

" In compliance with the provisions of the 6th 
clause of the Savings Bank Act of 1870 (3·1 Vie. No 101, 
I have the honour to report to the Legislative Assembly 
that the Government debentures and other securities 

held in trnst for the Savings Bank by the President of 
the Legislative Council, the :Speaker of the Legislative 
.:lssembly, and the Colonial Treasurer, 'vere duly 
examined, counted, an(l audited on the 1st instant, 
and that ther wore found concct. 

''The enclosed Statement shmvs how the funds of the 
Savings Bank were invested on thn,t date. 

"I have the honour to be, sir, 
"Tour olJcdicnt servant, 

"1V. L. G. DREW, 
"Auditor-General. 

"The Honourable the Speaker of tlte Legi8lative 
Assembly." 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
SURER (Hon. J. R. Dickson), the Report and 
Statement enclosed were ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER oaid : I have also to report to 
the House that I have received the following 
letter from the Auditor-General :-

"SIR, 

'' A11ilit Department, Qtleensland, 
"Brisbane, 19th July, 1887. 

"In pursuance ot the provisions or the Audit Act 
of 1874 (38 Yic. Xo. 121, I do myself the honour to 
transmit herewith, t"or pre,untation to the J .. cgislative 
Assembly, the 1'1'ea:-nry t:5tatclllents of the receipts and 
e:.q.Jt:tuliture of the Con . ...,olitlatell Revenue, the Loan, anti 
the several Trust Fund~, for the financial }tHl' ended 
30th June, 188G, together ·with wy Report thereon. 

u I have the honour to be, sir, 
" Your obedient servant, 

'·,V, L. G. DnEW, 
"Auditor-General. 

"The Honourable the Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly." 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
SURER, the Statements and Report enclosed 
were ordered to be printed. 

MESSAGE FRmf THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

J orwr CoMMI1'TEES. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, stating 
that the following resolutions had been passed:

!. That the President, J.fr. King, and ~fr. I<'. rr. GrcgOl'Y 
be appointed members or the Joint Library Committee, 

2. That the President, :.\Ir. Graham, and }Ir. "\food be 
appointed members of the Joint rommittee for the 
nwnagcmeut of the Refreshment Rooms. 

3. That the Pm>ident, ~Ir. A. C. Gregory, and )fr. 
l\facansh be appointed memberR of the Joint Committee 
for the manag-ement and superintendence of the 
Parliamentary Buildings. 

4. That the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to the 
Legislative Assembly by meHsa.ge, requesting that they 
will be pleaserl to nominate a like number of members 
from their body with a vie\v to give effect to the 8th 
Joint Standing Or<ler. 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. Sir 
S. IV. Griffith), it was resolved that the message 
be taken into consideration to-morrow, 

ADDRESS OF CONGRATULATION TO 
HER MAJESTY. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itseH into a 

Committee of the \Yhole, to consider an Address of 
Congratulation to Her ~fajcsty on the completion of the 
fiftieth year of her reign-

said : I do not propose on this occasion to say 
anything in support of this mr.tion, which I am 
sure will receive the unanimous support of the 
House. 'l'o-morrow will be a more fitting 
occasion to discus;:: it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said : Mr. Speaker,-The 
hon. the Premier is, I think, perfectly right in 
assuming that he will be supported on this 
question with perfect unanimity on both sides of 
the House. 

Question put and passed, 
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DAYS OF SITTI~G. 

The PREl\IIER, in moving-
That, unless otherwise or<lered, the House will meet 

for despatch of bnslnoss at J o'cloek lJ.Hl. on Tue.sdav 
\Yellnesday, Thursday, mFl Frlday, in Each week- ~' 

said : The arrang-t=•u1ents proposed are those 
"h!ch were adopted bst session, and which, I 
beheve, were foumi to work vm·y well. They 
were certa1nly conducive to ::Jho1tening the se::;:-; ion 
by probably two or three weeks. 

lY~r. MOREHEAD said: 2\1r. Speaker, I do 
not m tend to offer any opposition to this motion. 
I take it that it worked very well last sessinn 
from all I h,we heard. I assnme that, if the 
business of the session becon1es too pre .. ~sino
Monday "ill be included. ~' 

An HoNOl:IUBLE JVIE~mEH: Oh! 

Mr. MOUEHEAD: I assume that hon. 
InemLer::; are in earnest in their desire to 'vork. 
I mn sure the hon. rneruher for l\Ittryborougb, 
who interjected, is a hardv.rorking rnan. He 
always says he is. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I did not interject. 

Mr. KATES: I did. 

:Mr. MOREHEAD : The same remark will 
apply to the hon. member who did interject. 
The hon. member for Darling Downs is a very 
hard working rnan and a very useful n1an, and 
he must think that the sooner we vet over the 
business of the session the better.~ It may be 
a loss to some hon. members to shorten the 
Bession. 

Mr. KATES: Shorten the speeches! 

Mr. MOREHEAD : I prefer to call it 
"session," and I hope the Premier will not 
shrink fr01n asking hon. rnen1bers to rneet on 
JY1onday. I shall not oppose the motion, •vhich 
I believe worked well last sessiou. 

Question put and passed. 

SESSIONAL ORDERS. 
The following :;essional orders were agreed 

to:-

By the PRE:\IIER-
Tllat on 'l'ne::;da,_r, \Yedncsday, and after i o'clock 

ll.lll. on 'rhnrsda.y, in each week, GoYet·nml.mt lJu::;ine::;s 
take precede nee of all other bnsines:;. 

By the PRK\liER-
rrhat Stawling Order \·o. 8, relative to lmsinc-:s 

m1der di:-:;cussion, and. business not disposed of at the 
ti1ue of auy adjournment of the House fur want of a 
quorum, be ~u:spended, so far as it relates to not,ices ot' 
motion, until otherwise onL rc+l ; and that it be an 
Order of the House dnring the present se "'""wn,--

1. 1l'hat remunet motions, instead or bt\ng plar.ed at 
the bottom of the notice-llrqJer for the follO\ving sitting 
day, shall, with the motious for that day, t:tke prece
dence in the order of the datc4 for \vbi(~h they were 
first giY4ll1; but that they &hall not be permitted to 
di.sylace motious origi11ally given for the day to wltic:h 
such remanet motions go over. 

2. Tha.t private business under dbcussion at 7 
o'clock p.m. on Thursdays shall, at tlwt. hour, ~tnnd 
adjourned until the Government busines::; on the pnuer 
for the day has been disposed of. 

By the PREl\HER-
'rhat it be an order of the House during the p1·esent 

session.-
1. rrhat every motion, or Order o( the Day for the 

third. reaUing of a Bill. to which ton the question bcillg 
put from the Chair, ·• Wlletller there i:;; any olJjeetion to 
its being a 'formal' motion, or Order of the Da,,·" no 
objection is taken, shall be del?rned to be a "formal " 
motion, or Orcler of the Day. 

2. That, before the ordinary business of en eh clay is 
entered npon, the Speaker shall call over the v-arions 
notices of motion, and the Order:o- of the Da.Y for tt1e 
third reatliug of Bills; and, on any sueh 1iwt.ion or 

order being called. it shall be competent for the mem· 
bcr otlwrwi~e entitled to move it to have the a hove 
qnestion pnt with refere11ee thereto ; antl sneh 
"fnnrml" motions or Orders of tlw Day shall he di"
posf·d of ill the rdath·e order iu which 'they stand on 
the hH:-::ino~.-- p:lpcr. tal\ing pro(~cdeuce of ali the other 
motions and Orders of tlte Hay. 

:J. rl'lmt HO clelJa.te shall b-.: allowed 011 any SllCh 
"formal,. motions or Order~ of the Day, or upOn the 
further vroceedings following the reading of sneh 
Orders; 1mt tlle House 1nay proceetl to divh:ion there
npou without amCHLhnent or debate, a:-:~ in the ease of 
a utotlon for the tir.-,t rmullng of a Hill. 

t. That, in eou~L"qncncc of nny ~uch "fotmal JJ 

Or1ler:-:~ of the Hay ltaviug- lJee.l ll!:>:posed of as afore
saW. it shall not he lleltl that tlte llon:o;e lm.s proceeded 
to the Orcler:s ot the Day npou the bnsine'ls paper, so 
as to exclwle tlltl'E)after t.l1e a-.:king of questions, the 
lH·e;sentations of lld; Lions, or the reception of notices of 
motiou. 

:FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following forrrml motiom; were passed :

By the PRK\UER-
Tllat. it bD an Order of the Ilonse during the llrP"Rent 

ses~i(Jll tllat on en·.·h 1reduc~da.y, ·when the House is 
t;itting. the Clerk sllallru.td ont the titles of all motions 
for reinrn~ a\~l'<Tll to preYi.ont->ly by the House and not 
yet furnlslJed. 

By the PREMIER-
That the Standing Orders Committee for the present 

so~t->inn rrmsi."t of the followiug mrmbers, namely:-31r. 
SpPaker, the Chairman ot' Cmmnittec~. )Ir. Clmhb, Jir. 
:;)lm·eltea{l, alHl thu movel'; with leave to sit during any 
adjOUI'lllHCnt, awl authority to eon:·er upon snhject:s of 
mutual (~ouecrnment with any committee a}Jpoint.etl fot• 
similar 1mrpo~cs hy the Legi~la.ti ve Conncil. 

By the PREMIER-
I. That.. in COlllllliance with Standing Order 266, a 

Seleet. CouunittPe be appointed to assist )fr. Speaker in 
all matter:-; IYhieh relate to the printing to lJe executed 
lJy or ler of tht: lion~<:: and for the pui'lJOSC of selecting 
autl arranging for yrintiug returns aucl papers presented 
iupnnmaucc of motion::; ma.de 1)y members. 

2. 'l'hat sn("h connniltee cou~Sist of the following 
membet·s, namely :-Jir. Speaker, the Chairman of Com
mittees. JII'. S. W. Brooks, )Jr. \Y. Brookes, :J.Ir. Jori.lan, 
}Jr. Pahner. and )Ir. SteYens. 

VALUATION BILL 

The PREMIER muved-
Tlmt this House ·wilL to-morrow, rf''30he itself into 

a Counnittce of the \rtiolc to eousider the desirable
ues•, of introducing a Bill to make hett£'r }Jrovisious for 
tltc nLlnatiun of nltealJle I awl by local authorities. 

Quustion put and passed. 

DIVISIONAL BOARDS BILL. 

The PRE:\liER moYed-
'l'hat this House will, to-morrow, rc;;;olve its-elf into a 

Comlllittee or tlte Wllole to consider the de:sirableness 
of introlllH~ing a Bill to eon:-;olidate and arnen'i the 
lnv;·:-; relatiug to lo{',tl government ontsille the 
bounllaries of mnnieillalities. 

Question put and passed. 

WATER BILL. 

The PRE:\IIER moved-
1.~ha.t this House \vill, to-morrmv, resolve itselt into a. 

CmmJLit.L:e of t.he ·whole to consider the desirableness 
of iutrodneing a Bill to tleclare aucl ddiue the law with 
rc«ipcet to natnral '"'Lter. 

Question put and J'"-Rsed. 

COPYr:rcHT RIWISTRATION BILL. 

'The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL (Hon. .A. 
Hntledge) moved-

That this lion~<' wilL to-morrow, resolve itself iuto t\ 

Committee (\f the \.Yhole to eonsiclc.r the dcsir<tblenes:s 
of introducing a Bill to make provh-iion for the registr-a
tion of copyright in books and dramatic pieces l,Ub
lbheLl in l,)ucen:slaud. 

Question put and paijsed. 
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CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved-
rrhat leave be given to introduce a Bill to make better 

provision for the protection of \vomcn and girls, and for 
the snppressiou of brotheLs. and for otllet· purpose~. 

Question put and passe<\. 
The Bill was introduced, read a firF<t time, 

and the second reading made an Onler of the Day 
for Tuesday next. 

QUESTIO~S. 

lVIr. CHUBB asked the Minister for Works
Is it the intention of the Government to tal;;:c any 

steps during the prf'"ent session t.ow:trcls f'"iitalJlishing 
schools of minf-:, anLl more varticnlarly upon Cllartcrs 
'l'owers Gol<l Field: 

The PRI<~:VIIER sai'l : 1\Iy hon. cdleague the 
:Minister for \Vorks is unfortunately nnable to be 
in his place to-day, and is not likely to be able 
to attend for two or three weeks. I hope that 
the result of his rHt will be to cmn pletel v re" tore 
him to health. " 

Mr. 1\IOREHEAD: Hen, hear ! 
The PRE:VIIER : I will reply to the hon. 

member's question on behalf of my hon. 
colleague:-

The matter is now under the considcratiou of the 
Government. They hope to be alJle to snlJmit dnring 
the session a complete sehem.c for the c .. taUlishmcnt of 
schools of mines. 

Mr. CHUBB asked the Colonial Treasmer-
1. How many Chinese entered the Cf)lon:r ancl }Jaill 

the poll-tax dnriug the year ended the :~Oth .Tnlh' last r 
2. \Ylutt is the estimated number of Chinese now in 

the colony? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER {Hon. J. TI. 
Dickson) replied-

1. Seventy-two. 
2. 'l'he estimated number of Chinese tor the 31st 

JHarch, 1~87. the latest elate to which returns are com
plete, is 9,602. 

Mr. CHUBB asked the Colonial Secretary
!. Has the Gaol Commlssiou completed its \York? 
2. \fhat is the approximate cost to date oi the Com

mission? 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY {Hon. B. B. 
Moreton) replied-

1. The Gaol Commbs.ion has not completed its \YOrk 
I expect to be able to lay the paper~t on the tnlJle of the 
Hou-se in a fortnight's time. 

2. £438 lis. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESU:MPTIOX 01<' DEBATE. 

On thP Order of the Day being read for the 
re,umption of adjourned debate on l'>:Ir. Foxton's 
motion, "That the Address in Reply to the 
Opening Speech of His Excellency the Go,ernor, 
as reac! by the Clerk, be now adopted by the 
Honse"--

Mr. CHUBB said: Mr. Speaker,-TheAddress 
which His Excellency deli.-ered to the Houses of 
Parliament yeqterday, and which you afterwards 
re:>d to this House, is certainly one of the 
tamest productions-except perhaps in its refer
ence to the Imperial Conference-that I ever read. 
One does not general.ly expect much in an opening 
speech, and cert.amly there are no startling 
surprise' in this one. Still, however, I think 
there are a few thing-s mentioned which will 
afford an opening for criticisrn, and criticisn1 
which I think may be well applied to them anrl 
to the matters I am about to refer to. Now, I 
think no one will dissent from the sentiments 
expressed in that part of the Address which refers 
to the celebration of the fiftieth year of Her 
JYiajesty's reign. I believe every member of thia 
House, and I believe every inhabitant of Queens
land, will agree with those sentimente, and I feel 
sure they will be re-echoed throughout the colony. 

I think that Queensland is quite as loyal as any 
part of Her Majesty's dominions. Now, there is 
one thing in regard to the jubilee wh\ch ha;s n<!t 
been referred to, that is the manner m whteh tt 
was celebrated here. I think we expended £500 or 
£600 in squib, and a little gas in showing off some 
very execrable daubs-! suppose they were in
tended to be likenessrs. I think they were ex
tremelv libellous ; they did no credit to the persons 
who pa,inted them, and certainlythcydid not make 
the individuals who were depicted look extremely 
beautiful. Now, although I will give place in 
loyal feelings to no other member of the com
munity, it is a matter to consider whether, small 
aR the amount was, we were justified in wasting 
£GOO under the circumstances in which the 
finances of the colony now stand. Of course, by 
itself it is not a very great sum, but we have to 
a,]d it to many other small things. It is 
not ttlways one leak that would sink a ship, 
but many holes, through which the water 
pourB, " l\Ttny a tnickle tnakes a n1uckle," 
and in the end you have a very large amount 
which has been lost by had nmnagement. 
Kow, with regard to the Conference, I certainly 
do not condemn the Chief Secretary for attend
ing the Conference. I believe that under the 
circurn:;;;t~tnces it wr_s the right thing for him, as 
tlte head of the Government, and as the ablest 
man in the Gcn·ernment, to attend the Con
ference. Considering that all the other Anstralitm 
colonies, and other colonies of the J~mpire, were 
represented there, I do not condemn him for 
going. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD: \Ye condenm him for 
corning back. 

Mr. CHUBB : I believe it was the correct 
thing to do under the circumstances. \Vhether 
the results attained by that Conference are 
matters of which we can approve is a question 
which will lucve to remain open until we know 
what was done; at prP>ent we are all in the dark. 
Beyond some statements which have been made 
by 'members of the Conference in other colonies, 
and a few remark,; which the hon. the Chief 
Secretary delivered to u' yesterday, and except 
so far as 'ive 1nay snrn1ise frmn statRments in 
the Press, we are yet in the dark as to what 
really took place. I shall therefore suspend my 
judgment until I have read the report of the 
proCeedings, and an1 in a position to know what 
the Conference really did do. It is possible that 
the holding of the Conference will be productive 
of hig·hly beneficial results. I hope it will ; but 
until I have had an opportunity of forming a 
judgment upon the proceedings I cannot endorse 
the statement as it appears there. There are 
two things that are referred to in connection with 
the Conference-the proposed establishment of a 
fleet fur the protection of floating trade in Aus
tralasian waters, and the r1uestion in regard to 
New Gninea. These questions will come before 
the House at a later period of the ses
sion, and I shall then have an opportunity 
of discussing them. Until then I shall not deal 
with thesequestionsany more than by saying this: 
\Yith regard to the fleet, I think what we should 
bear in mind is this : that if a fleet is to be estab
lished for the ]Jrotection ''of floating trade in Aus
tmlasian wat•,rs,'' the coilt of that fleet should be 
borne by the sever:<! parties owning that trade 
in proportion to their interest. I do not 
lmow what the extent of the British interest is 
in shipping and conunercial matters in A.us
tralia, but there ought to be some means of 
ascertaining it ; and, if the lar,;e>t proportion of 
interests "hich are to be protected are abso
lutely British, a corresponding proportion of the 
expense should be borne by the Imperial 
Government. '.Ve should share in propcrtion to 
our stake and no more, until the time comes 
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when we shall be able to have our ow 
fleet to protect onr sbore~, under, as I 
hope, colonial federation. "With regard to New 
Guinea, of course this colony is more intimately 
concerned in it than perhtt!JS any of the others, 
although the whole of Austmlia is vitally in
terested in seeing that New Guinea, or the por
tion of it that we are likely to obtain, does not 
become the property of any foreign power. 
"With respect to that. I have no doubt that this 
l'arliament will accept such proposals as may be 
brought forward by the Government, provided 
that they do not bind the c0lony to too much. 
Until, therefore, we have full particulars of 
what is proposed to be clone, I do not propose 
to refer further to that matter. It may be 
said that the establishment of this fleet and the 
other nmtters discussed at the Conference may 
have a tendency to bring about the idf'o. 
which is abroad in the minds of many 
people at home-namely, Imperial federation. 
Of course I know that that subject was barred 
from discus,ion at the Conference, but there are 
people at home who are strongly of opinion that 
Imperial federation is the thing for the Aus
tralasian coloni'"'· \Veil, sir, I belieYe Imperial 
federation is a mag"nificen t dream, not likely to 
be realised for many years to come. \Vhat is in 
the more immediate future is the idea of the 
federation of the colonies, under which we may 
unite for general defence, and many other matters 
of mut1ml concern and benefit too numerous to 
mention in detail. There is a paragra]Jh which 
Rays-

" The disastrous Hoods which occurred in t,lw latter 
part of the year, and \Vhich oerasionccl a lamentable loss 
of life an<l property, ha ye retarded to some extent the 
recovery of the eolony from the effects of the long
continued drought." 

No doubt, sir, it is true that this flood did occur, 
but whether this paragraph is intended to be an 
additional excuse for the failure of the land 
policy of the Government I do not know. It 
appears to me that they will soon have to dis
cover sm~w new excuse for tLat. li'or yearR 
past the Government have been complaining of 
droughts-~that they had not got enough water ; 
now they comphcin that they he~ve too nmch; 
and next ymw they will have to get a bush fire 
or find sume other rea,on to explain why the 
Land Act has not been the snccess that they 
nnticipa.ted. Of courde if the pa,ra.gralJh is in
tended to be merely l1y the way I have nothing 
to say against it. \\- e cl id suffer from serious 
floods, and as stated by His Excellency, the 
people of this colony did come forwarrl to assist 
their suffering fellow-colonists as well as they 
were able, and I am glad to know that material 
assistance was given. The people of the colony 
subscribed well and cheerfully to relieve the di,;
tress ,,!Jich occurred, principally in the southern 
portion of it. Next, sir, \\Te have a paragnt1Jh 
which is intended to blow the trumpet of the 
great measure of the Government, the Land Act. 
'l'hat subject has been already \Yell cl welt upon 
by the two hun. member,; who preceded me on 
this side of the House. The amount of settle
ment shown by the figures of the hon. 
member for Carnarvon yesterday seemed to 
rne extreruel~~ snw,ll in con1parisnn \Vith the 
time which has elapsed since the Act was 
brought into operation, the 1st i\Imch, J 88.'5. 
From that time to the present the re,nlt of its 
operaticms is so extremely small as to prove that 
certa.inly it has been by no me~ms an unqualified 
success ; indeed I may go so far as to say that 
I think a great denl of it has been an extreme 
failure. I would prefer, i\fr. Speaker, a much 
more simple process than we have with regard 
to settling people on the land, as they call it; 
that is with regard to the homestead clauses, 
which are the ones, if any, that will settle people 

on the land. Onr terms are s:tid to be liberal 
enough. I submit that they are not. \V e tie 
people down to too 1nany restrictions, n1ake then1 
wait too long in the end for the land, and they often 
get disgusted, and abandon it. In Canada it is 
extremely simple for a selector to take up htnd. 
For 10 dollars paicl down for office-foP., as it is 
called, a :;elector can get a homestead of 160 acres, 
and in three years he gets his deeds ; all that he 
has to do being to reside on the selection a 
certe~in portion of the year, and put a certain 
area under cultivation. There is better land 
there than there is here for cultivation, the 
terms are much easier, and if we expect to 
:;ettle tt large number of the farming class 
on the lands of the colony we shall Juwe 
to make our homestead terms much more 
•im pie and more easy than they arc, I do 
not propose to say much about the grazing 
farms. That point was dealt with by the hem. 
lea,der of the Opposition, who showed that the 
"successful operations" during the past year 
were to settle twelve gTa"ing farms at the maxi
mum area. Probably the i\Iinister for Lands 
will tell us by-and-by how many there are 
:<etnally. \Vhile on this subject, Mr. Speaker, 
I think reference should be made to that portion 
of the Speech which intime~tes that the 
Government have established a department 
of agriculture under the charge of the 
:\Iinister for Le~mls. That department has 
been established without the sanction of 
Parliament. It was clone dming the ab
sence of the Premi~r at home ; and from the 
way in which it \vas done it seen1ed to 1ne very 
much like a bid for the two agricultural seats of 
\V m·wick and }'assifern. I do not stty that it 
wets so, but it looked very much like it, being 
done at the time it was~ just immediately before 
the elections which were likely to be held there. 
The hon. member for Darling Downs, as we all 
know, tal:es grea,t intere~t in this n1atter; it is 
one in which I believe thoroughly, and it shall 
have my support; but it seemed as if, under the 
circumstances, it was a bold bid for these two 
seats. It might httve been established last year. 
Uut in arldition to establishing it at the time it 
was established we have the fact that it creates 
an ndclitional expemliture at a period when the 
financE."~ of the colony are not in a.:-; .":lonnd a f)tatv 
a.s we wuuld wish them to be. Something ha 
been said about the promotion of i\Ir. 1Ici~ean, 
that gentleman having been promoted to the 
charge of thio new Department of A;;riculture, 
awl also to the filling of the vae,mcy in the office 
he previously held, by the promotion of JUr. 
Rule. I do not intend to s:;y anything about 
that matter more than this : that I rlo not recog
nise the principle that a man's seniority is invari
ably to be adrnittecl as entitling him to the 
rromotion. I think it ought not to be for
gotten, and tlmt there ought to be very strong 
rea~ons for not recognhdng the rights of seniority. 
But there are occasions when you must have the 
fittest officer for an office, and I do not blame 
this or any Government for appointing to an 
office the man they deem fittest for the position. 
The renmrk8 that ha Ye been made upon the sub· 
ject suggest to me the idee> that it i~ a"bout time 
we had a Civil Service Cmmnission-an indepen
dent commission-to in<1uire into the condition 
and position of the Civil Service in this colony. 
I am aware that there is a feeling that a good 
many officers in the Civil Service do not do 
as fair a day's work for their pay as they would 
have to do in private employments. On the 
other hand, there are a good n1auy who are 
"willing horses," and work very hard. I believe 
that the appointment of tt Civil Service Commis
sion would bring to light a good many things which 
this House would be benefited by knowing, and 
poosibly discover some '' Tite Barnacles" in the 
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senice. It would also discover, no doubt, some 
Tery old servants whose claims had been over
looked or ignored, ttml the existence of some 
inequalities which ought to be remedied. I 
think this matter is one which miuht commend 
itself to members of the House, 7tnd I would 
myself be prepared to bring forward a 1notion 
for the appointment of a commission if I recei ,·eel 
smne encouragen1ent fro1n hon. n1e111bers. The 
next point to which I intend to refer is the state
ment in the Speech that this House will be askecl 
during the )Jre~ent session to deal with the <]Ue,tion 
of representatiOn. \V e clo not know what form 
the proposed ~1ea'mre will take, and consequently 
are !tt pres~n! 111 the dark, an(~ cannot exJ~re."'" any 
decided opnnon upon tbe sub]ect. \Vhen the Bill 
comes before us I shall be prepared to discuss 
its provisions ; but, in the meantime I wish to 
state distinctly-and I am sure tl{e Premier 
knows it as well as I do-what the constitutional 
rule upon the subject ie-that when it i.s found 
necessary to bring in a Redistrilcution Bill or a 
Bill which materially alters the representation of 
the people in Parliament, nfter that has become 
law, no important legislation should be under
taken. All . constitntioual writers are agreed 
upon that. lndeed, there is a gener<tl cnnoensus 
of the authorities that after the passing of such a, 
measure the people should be appe<tled to to 
retur!l a new set of representatives to the House. 
That, I believe, will be insisted upon by hon. 
members on this side of the House, so f<tr as they are 
able, if the Bill takes the form I have indicated. 
I am aware that there are instances where that 
rule has not been followed, and there is one in this 
colony, I believe, where, after a Bill of that kind 
beca1ne law, one or t\vo rneasures of a non~con
tentious character on which both side.s of the 
House were agreed were really put through. 
But I think that, going back to our .. Id cnllstitu
tional precedents, we shall find that the rule is as 
I have stated it. I nmke these remarks now for 
this reason: that when the Chief ~ecretary was 
about to go to England to ><ttend the Confer
ence he was entertainecl at a ban<Juet and 
received the euloginms of tlwse who attended, 
and very well deserved they were. I nclmire the 
Premier as one of the ablest public men we h:1ve, 
and am always ready to do honour to him when 
I think he deserves it. I do not hold the YiAw 
that one should always endeavour to condemn a 
politicnl opponent simply because he sits oll n 
different side of the House. At that !Jal!<JUet 
the bun. gentlmu:tn, referring to the Rubject of 
the Heclistribution Dill-and, if the repo;·t was 
c m·ect, he went rather elaborately into the 
question-expressed the opinion that the House 
need ~ot . diss~l ve after. the passing of a 
Rechstnbutwn Bill, and said there were instances 
in which that conrse had been followed, in
stances that he qnoted, and ones that he him
self had condemned on a former occasion. How
ever, be that as it may, I rrmke this statement 
now for the purpose of intimating that, so far as 
I am concerned, I propme, if I am able when 
the Eeclistribution Bill comes before the l{ouse, 
to give effect to the constitutional views I have 
just expressed. I next come to the question which 
is of vital importance as affecting the interec;ts 
of the constituency I represent and that JVlr
tion of the colony of w hi eh I am 011e of the 
representatives. I refer to the separation qne"
tion. Being the first Korthern memlwr who 
has addressed himself to this subjeut, the 
question not having been previon.sly dealt 
with from a Northern point of view, I shall 
take the O]Jportunity of speaking at perhaps 
greater length upon it than I should other
wise have done on this ocasion. The Speech 
ays that-

" A 11 lihon f0r the rlivi!-iion o.t the colon:r was lH~t 
year pre.scutetl to the AdminiHtrator of tb·e Govern~ 
meut, and lorwarclecl to the Secretary of State for He!' 

llajc:::.ty·~ con:-:.itlcration. Her ~Iajesty, hmvc-rer, has 
not hccn acl-riscd to g':Yo cticcL to tlw wishes of the 
JlCtitioners." 
vVe had some rather puerile remarks on the 
subject-I cannot use nny other term-from the 
hron. member for Carnarv.on, to the effect that the 
se]•aration movement has been completely 
SiJ118lched. I think the hon gentleman als.o 
made some other nncrtlled-for remarks with 
regnrcl to the collection of the funds raised to 
rnaintain the separation cauHe. Those observa
tions are qnite beside the question. The 
subject is one that lies much deeper than that, 
<mrl is of far greater importance. It is not n 
qne,tion of money whether separation will be 
grantee! or not, but a question of whether the 
separation of the northern portion of the colony 
is a proper thing, and whether those who ask 
for it are entitled to have it. If we believe 
what tbe memher for ]Vfaryborough, Mr. 
"\nnear, tolcl u", one of the objects of the 
Premier's visit to England was to put a 
stopper on the separation question. That hon, 
member told the House that, in his opinion, 
if that was the only thing the Premier 
managetl to clo while at home he deserved the 
thanks of the colony. He statecl that we had 
not seen much about it in the colony; but he was 
<tnite certain that the Premier had made it his 
business when he \Vns in J~ngland, as far as he 
could clo so effectually, to put a stopper on the 
petition for ~eparation. I have read a statement 
in the pnl1lic Press-I mu.<t clo the Premier the 
justice to say this-to the effect that the hon. 
gentleman b>t.' denied thot he did anything while 
in England. Of C'mrse we ha,~e nnt bad any state
ment from him upon the opinion that has since 
been expresr;ed in the Honsc by the member for 
~laryborough, but he n1ay giYe us smne in forma. 
tion on a.nnther occasion. But so far as the hon. 
1nP111ber for ::\faryborough is concerned-and he 
on:;ht to be in the secrets of the Chief Secretary 
on this 1 'oint, seeing that he has been pnt forward 
to second t!Je adoption of the Adrlre,'S in Reply 
-\ve nnu•t assume that he got his information 
frmn sorue authentic source, aud, therefore, until 
it is contradicted in this House by the Premier 
we may asc;ume that it is correct that the Chief 
Secretary dicl succeed, when at home, in blocking 
the separatiqn petition. 

The PH.E::\1IJ~H : There i ,. no foundation for it. 
Mr. OHUDB : If there is no found:ction for 

it, all I can say is that the hon. member for 
::\I::trybornugh must then luwe dmwn npon his 
illlagination for hiR staternent. 

The PRE::lli.ER: My communication on the 
snbjeet j~ in writing. 

Mr. CHUBB: I clo not wi.<h to tliscn~s the 
Reparation que~tion at length upon this occasion, 
but I will say this : that if the Imperial Govern
mBnt or this C+ovennnent or the colonv are of 
()]>inion that the ~qmration (lllf'i-'tion is d8ad, they 
never 1nade a greater rnista.ke in their lives. That 
question is not dean, and will not die. It is a 
question of too great moment to be killed by a 
simple refusal to a petition. Auyono acquainted 
with the struggle that took place with New 
Sonth vVale;, before Queensland obtained separa
tion knows perfectly well the rebuffs that were 
received, and I am quite certain that the North 
will not be abashed by having its first request 
mfnsecl. I lmve no doubt that you will find, 
sir, that the agit"tion will become greater than 
ever. It is possible that the Government may, 
by wi:-;e rneasure.s in the meantitue, as they pro~ 
fess to be intending, check and retard the move
ment. But the North will still insist upon 
self-gcwernment. The time may not be now, but 
it will come in the fnture, and so far from being 
"s~uelched," to use an elegant expression from 
the o1 her side--

Mr. ALAND ; A legal expt·ession. 
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Mr. CHUBB: It will be like a fire, upon 
which water has bePn thrown and has not extin
guished it, but made it burn more fiercely than 
before. Y on will find, sir, I think, that what 
I say will come to pass, and that thi' is a question 
which will be taken up more vigorom;ly than 
ever, and that it will be made a tm;t question 
at the next g-eneral ele<:tion, whether that comes 
sooner or later; and you will also find, unle"·S I 
arn very rnuch rnibtaken and ·rnisinforrned, that 
no person otiering himself for a eeat for any 
Northern constituency will have a chauce of suc
ceeding unles01 he is prep,ued to adhere to the 
Northern platform of sepamtion. So far, there
fore, for the hon. gentleman who addressed 
himself to that opinion believing that the ques
tion is dead, he is very much mistaken. Cer
tainly when the Premier referred to the question 
last night, he did, for the first time during his 
speech, w"x a little warm. He trotted out that 
old Pegasus of his, the black labour question, 
and made a few ad captandum remarks whicl1 
nu>y catch the ears of a few, that black 
labour was at the bottom of this sepmation 
question. Bnt he qualified his remarks to this 
extent : he distinguished that, although he 
claimed that the 0rigin of the 'luestion was 
black labour--which I do not admit-there were 
many now who were honestly in favour of 
separation, and who had nothing whatever to do 
with the question of black labour. He will find, 
and hon. members will find, that the black labour 
'luestion will be put entirely on one side in regard 
to separation, and thrtt the question will be fought 
out on better grounds than that-on the ground 
I have formerly stated: the right of partners 
to dissolve a partner,hip when circumstances 
entitle them to do so, and when they are in 
sufficient numbers to give etiect to their wishes. 
But, while on that subject, it may be apropos 
to refer to a question which cropped up, and 
to which no reference is made in this Speech, 
but it was noticed by the Premier. That is 
the Chinese question, which is one which will 
have to be dealt with by this House before very 
long, and in a determined and decided manner. 
I have noticed that some supporters of the 
Premier have claimed that he was the individull.] 
who lwevented the influx of Chinese. I admit 
that "' introduced a Bill in 1884 to further re
strict the entry of Chinese into this colony. At 
that time they had to pay a poll-tax of £10, which 
was returned upon certain condjtion8, and they 
could only come in proportion to the tonnage 
of the ship. \Vhat the Bill proposed to do 
was to double the amount of the tax. 

The PREMIER : Treble it. 
Mr. CHUBB : Double it. It was trebled ; 

but in the Dill as introduced it was to be 
doubled, and that wa3 all, except that the poll
tax was not to ]Je refunded. Hon. members on 
this side of the Houee, and particularly the hon. 
member for Townsville, 1\lr. ::VIacro•san, emlea
voured to make the restriction still g-reater. I 
remember his proposing that, instead of there 
being one Chinamm1 for every fifty tons of the 
tonn"ge of the vessel, there should be one for 
every 250 tons. That amendment was rejected 
by the Government, an<l voted against by the 
G-overrnnent, for it went to a diviBion, and 
the Government themselves and their supporters 
negatived it. 'rhe question of the amount of the 
tax was considered, and the hon. gentleman I 
refer to proposed that £50 should be imp<med. 
That was also resisted by the Government. It 
did not go to a division, because, seeing the 
etiect of tlw division upon the other question, it 
was hopeless ; but after a great deal of discns
sion the Government accepted an increflse of £10, 
which made the tax £30. That was whollv 
ina.dequate, I remember, in one of the speech6.~ 

made by the hrm. member for TownRville, 1\fr. 
1\Iacrossan, upon that occasion, he said he was 
willing- to make the tax £200; and the g-round 
upon which the increase was resisted was that 
there would not be much chance of the Bill 
receiving the Royttl assent if we put such a strin
gent restriction upon them-the Bill would 
have to he referred for the Hoyal assent, and 
the Imperiftl authorities would not pass it. 
But now the Premier says there are no trer~ties 
existing with Chimt, and that the Imperial Govern
ment would pause before they interfered with 
any legislation pabsed on that subject. I hope 
that when this question is intt·odnced this session, 
as I am sure it will be, hon. members on the other 
side will be as ready as they were on this side to 
put such a stopper on the influx of Chinese as 
will prevent any serious consequences in future, 
and I know they will. I will go so far as to 
>ay that i:f they come at all it should be insisted 
that they shall not come alone. In the interests 
of decency and morality, a certain proportion of 
their women should come with them. 

The PRKMIER: Do yon want to breed them 
here? 

Mr. CHUBB : ·whether that wonld be 1!. 
wise thing from another point of view is another 
thing. 

Mr. NORTOX: Keep them out altogether. 
Mr. CHUBB: I agree with the suggestion 

made by my hon. friend the member for Port 
Curtis. The best thing is to keep them ont 
altogether. I am 'lnite prepared to go tu that 
extent, rmd I believe there are many other hon. 
members who would be willing to do so. 

Mr. W. BROOKES: Hear, hear! 
Mr. CHUBB: The Speech further refers to 

what are evidently admitted as some inequalities 
and injustices to the North-

" Yonr early attention will lJe directed to mcasure~5 
for improvlng ~the administration o! public business in 
the more remote parts ot the colony, and ensuring an 
equitable distribution of public expeucliture. I am 
confiUent ''--
That I understand to be the decentralisation 
scheme spoken of last session when the separation 
debate took place, and suggested by the Pr•mier 
as a cure for the evils the North corn phtined of. 
1,here is a tacit ad1uission in the paragraph that 
the business of the government in the X orth is 
11ot as well attended to at present as it ought to 
be. All I can say is that the people of the North 
will accept any ameliomtion of the pre,ent con
dition of things that may be otiered. The estab
lishment of a bmnch of the Real Property Office 
has been spoken of, and the establishment of 
branches of other departments of the Civil Service 
would not be objected to; but they will not satisfy 
the North for the separation they ex1•ect to get. 
I will say in passing that the Government will 
fmd this a most expensive atiair, for, if my infor
mation is reliable, the estrtblishment of one item 
alone-one branch of the Real Property Office in 
the North-will entail an expense of nmny thou
sands of pounds for copies of deeds and records 
which will hrwe to be made and sent up there. I 
believe that item alone will involve an expenditure 
of £6,GOOor £7,000. So that the Government in deal
ingwith this matter must face a considerable extra. 
expenditnre, and it will then be a question whether 
the scheme will be satisfactory after all. Amongst 
the measures mentioned in the Speech we have 
some which, I daresay, will never see daylight, 
and some which are, no doubt, of importance. 
'rhere is a Bill to provide for the protection of 
worlnnen and the security of their wageK, 
mentioned, and it is a Bill which is very much 
wanted; but, while we at·e protecting the work
rnen and securing their 'vageR, we must not 
forget to protect the contractors, and I hope 
there will be a, vrovision in the Bill, or one ia~el·tecl 
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n it before it i; passe<l, to protect the contrac
tors as well. There is a law in America to 
protect contractors in regard to works they are 
carrying on. To 1nake rny rneaning- clear I will 
give a concretA illustration that cmne under ntv 
notice this last year. _A_ contractnr was erecting ~t 
building in Brisbane, and the land on which it 
was being erected \V<1R mortgftgecl, the 1nortgagoe 
advancing the money to erect the bnilcling·. 
The mortgagor got hold of the money an,l bec,<me 
insolvent. The mortgag·ee having advanced the 
money once could not be expected to advance it 
again, and the contractor, instead of heing' paid 
for his work, lost a very large portion of his con
tract price. Under the terms of the contract a 
large portion of the money was kept back ; the 
balance was to be paid on the completion of the 
work, and the contractor lost nearly the whole of 
it because the n1ortgagor was so hopelessly im;;nl
vent that [ believe he rlid not pay Gd. in the £1. 
If we are going to protect the workmen, on 
the security, I suppose, of the work they do, we 
have an instance uf it in the Station ·wages Art 
and the \V ages Act of 1S84 ; if we are going to 
apply that principle to crtrpenters, stonemasons, 
and bricklayers, and other labourer~, I say we must 
also protect the contractors under the circum
stances I have referred to. They have that law in 
America, where there are to be found nw.ny good 
thing; which we would do well to adopt here. 
Then I notice a Bill to deal with natural water. 
I think a Bill to stop the leakage in the Trea·mry 
would be funnel more effective at the present time. 
This is a measure, no doubt, of great importance, 
but it is one that ought really not to be 
passed this session. \V e were ble,sed with 
very good seasons last year, and at the present 
time there is not any immediate necessity 
for making provision for the storag·e of 
water. The declaration of riparian rights is 
a question that ought to be thrashed out in the 
electorate.s. The Bill might be brought in, and 
we might have the benefit of the experience 
on the subject gained by the Premier while in 
America and at home; we might have the matter 
discussed in the House, and it might then be ,,ery 
well left over for the new Parlie,mont to deal 
with. \Ve <l<1 not w:wt to ru,sh hurriedly into 
thi~ 1na.tter and detint-, the ri.;.;·hts to natnral 
\Yater until we are sufficiently infonne<l upun the 
:mlJject. There are many subjects in legisLttion 
on which it is well to "ha,teu slowly,., and this, I 
think, is one. ..::\. great dt1 aJ of the n~tur~t.l water 
of the colony is alienated, and when we ha' c to 
deal with the prnpm·ty of other persons we slmll 
do well not to be in a hnrry. IV e should take 
ample time to consider the matter carefully, and 
then in thP new Parliament introduce such a 
measure as will do whateYer i,, rer1nired to 
est<tblish rights to natural water beyond all con
troYersy, so as to avoid the e"pensive and 
unsatisfactory litigation which has taken place 
in connection with the snhjcct, not ''nly in 
England but in AnH~rica, and in . \n1t...rica 
particubrly to an enormous extent. \Ve had a 
discussion on the Bill to shorten tlw dnration uf 
Parliaments in 188.5. A Bill was introdnced 
then upon which there was considerable di,·er,ity 
of opinion. It is not improbaLle that the Biil 
may pass this session, although I believe expe
rience will show that three years is too short a 
period for a Parliawent to last. The arguments 
adduced when the Bill was brought in befo;·e 
did no~ commend them~el ves to me at that time 
for a good reason, that the C+nvernn1ent \vhn then 
pro1'osed it were not willing to agree to it on a 
former occasion. \Vhen the Bill comes before 
the House we slmll have an opportunity to deal 
with it at a greater length. Another subject intro
duced into the Speech is the question of a university 
for this colony. I will say at once that outside the 
House I have given my approval to the proposal, 
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~tnd I will give it my support in the House, but 
I do not think that this is a time when the House 
tlbould he asked to vote a. large ~nrn of 1noney for 
the est<Cblislnnent of a university. l'vfy idea is 
that we should take the preliminary r;teps neces
sarv to establish it. I think Parliament might 
very well apprm·e of the principle of the desira
bility of establishing a university, and we might 
go to the e'tent of setting apart Crown lands 
in some part of the colony-·and the JYiinister 
fnr J_.ands ha~ plentr-·-as an endo\vn1ent for a 
university ; bnt I shall not be prepared this session 
to t:npport a la.rg·e money vote except upon some 
Rnch terms aK the subsidy granted to divisional 
hoarch. \Vehaverecognised that principle to some 
extent in regard to grammar and Sbte schools. 
'l'hat is the principle which might be discm;sed 
when the unh-en:;:ity schmne cmnns forward. I do 
not ~~y that shoulci l1e adopted ; I mention it now 
as it is an ic!P:l. which mav be worker! upon after
wards. As far as I am concerned, I do not feel 
disposed this s' ssion to go bey on cl atlirming the 
principle a.nd agreein!:( thn.t a land endown1ent 
should be marlc by Parliament. I think the 
fund for the establishment of :nmiversity should, 
in the hulk, come from private benefactors. I 
think, however, the Government were a little 
disin(renll01Hi in the wav in which thE'y have 
refer~erl to this snbject, and I am rather inclined 
to think thrtt thev are depriving a cert,.in 
gentleman, who has been workingforthe establish
ment of a univenity, of the credit to which he 
is entitled. The t:lpeech says :·--

" J.Iy GoYernment haY<~ for some time had unr1er their 
con~ir1eration the desirableue,"s of taking preliminary 
aetion with a. vimv to the early f'Ompletion of onr ad
mil'ahle cdneati.onal ~ystom by the establishment of u 
university.'' 

Although those words are pnt into the Governor's 
mouth, I beg to doubt it. I am inclined to think 
that this action is the result of inrliviclmtl action 
outside of the Government altogether during the 
Pren1ier':; ah.-:;ence in England. If for some tirne it 
wa.s under the con~idenLtion of the Government, 
why was it not brought forward last year? I 
thii1k it is hardly fair to rob the originator of 
this idea of the credit to "·hich he is entitled. I 
he.lieYe that at this present moment the Premier 
ha:-; in hi.-s 1 JO.'i5·:c.ssion a htrgu number of petitions 
for presentation to this House, asking the House 
to affirm tlw desimbility of establishing a 
nniyer~ity. 

The l'REi\IIEH: I have not receiv·ed them 
yet. They ttro to \Je presented to me next week. 

:\fr. CHFHB: HoweYcr, the hon. gentleman 
"ilt have them, if he ha:< not got them now, 
a!Hl the credit for the iclea should bP given to 
those who arP n;ost entitled to it. I remem
ber that <luring the debate on the Electio:1~ 
P,iil t:lir 'l'horna'< l\Icilwmith proposed the omis
sion of tlmt cbnsc which gave a univer.sity a 
member of padiament. J\Iy hem. friend the 
member for lhlonne objected to the omission of 
that clause and voted for its retention, I think 
more by way of a joke than anything else. At 
anv l".tte there W:.i·fl a. division on the point, and 
th~ pr"sent Chief Secretary was at the head of 
the di\'ision which deprived the university of 
its memher. t:;,, I realh· think this is rather 
attempting to tnke the "'ind out of the sails r>f 
some oth~rs who really have been sincerely 
nnxionf:l to see a university started, aud 'vho, I 
believe, will eventually succeed. I believe their 
wishes will be gratified, and that in time to come 
we shall have the satisfaction of seeing a uni
versity c,stablishecl on the lines referred to by the 
Chief Secretary-the American system. We do 
not at prt"ent wtmt a nniver.sity established on 
the English lines; we want something newer 
and more suited to the circumstances of the 
colony. There is another subject on which I will 
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say a worn or two, although it is not mentioned in 
HlS Excnllency's i::lveech, and that is the establish
ment of schools of mine'; in this colony. I am "lad 
to know that the GoYernment-the Chief Secretary 
has informed us to-day in reply to my question__:_ 
have had the matter under their serious considera
tion, and I trust that that serious consideration will 
;·es~lt in, somethi~g., \V ewere told in 18H4, I think, 
m tne lxovernor s i:3peech, that the Government 
would ask the House to take steps towards the 
m;tablishment of schools of mines, and would ask 
for a vote for that purpose; a vote was passed but 
nothing came of it. Nowthatthesul1jectisnoticed 
again, I hope it will have some effect and that we 
shall see schools of mines established' on the larger 
goldfields of the colony, where they will really 
be of use. Nothing is said in the Speech with 
regard to rmlways, except that Parliament would 
be ~sked to sanction some lines of rail way for 
whwh the money had been appropriated; but it 
may not be out of place to say that there seems 
of late to have been unwonted activity in that 
brnnch of the \Vorks Department which has to 
do with railways, and a good deal of it in 
connection with Northern lines. \Vhether tha 
separation quest~on had anything to do with it, or 
whether the desire to keep fttith with promises 
had anything to <lo with it, the result is that we 
hav~ had": remarkable activity displayed of late. 
In five or six cases, I believe, we have the :Minister 
for Works calling for tenders for the construc
tion of rail ways before the working plans are 
ready. I hope that thttt activity will be continued, 
because I am interested in a line for which 
tei_Id.ers have not yet been called, and I hope the 
i\Inn,ter for \Vorks, when he comes to deal with 
that, will treat it in the same way. At any rate 
he has J:leen extremely anxious to push some of 
those hnes forward, and some that we passed 
last session are so far forwm·d that tenders are 
out now for them. I am glad to see that so far, 
at any rate, the Government are alive to 
their responsibilities in that direction and I 
suppose the Mini~terwill do his best to act fairly to 
everybody. I w1sh also to say a word or two on a 
question which was introduced last ni"ht · I refer 
to Mr. Robb's contract. The PrenJer 'claimed 
that if the Government had done wrong it was an 
error cf Judgment, ,md he also admitted tlmt it 
was not the usual practice to >tc~ept ten den; in 
the way that }lr. ltobb's tender was accepted 
but to call for competing tenders. \Ve hav~ 
had two instances in which the Government 
have .departed from the usual practice. In this 
case It seems that :llr. Robb tendered with the 
other tenderers, and that his tender was rejected; 
he was not the lowest tenderer. Afterwards it was 
stated by the ::\Iinister for \Vorks that he had ascer
tained, either by correspondence or at an interview, 
that ::\Ir. Rohb was prepared to make an offer at 
somewhere about the Engineer's estimate. \Vhat. 
I,""?-t to,knm~ is-Did Mr. Hf!bb know what the 
]1J_ngrneer s estnnate waK? _j_\_nd rf so, how? Or if he 
dlClnot know what the Engineer's estimate was 
how did he arrive at the position of being able t~ 
make an offer somewhere about that estimate ? 
Unless the Minister for \V arks told him in 
giving him information which he did not <>-ive to 
the other contractors, I do 110t see how Ait Robb 
could be in such a position as to be able to make 
an offer smnewherc about the Engineer's estilnR,te. 
I believe t~e }~ngineer's estimates ~tre snpposed to 
be .n~ver chsclosed, and. I have myself heard the 
]\{mister for \Vorks object to state them on the 
ground that it would be giving information to con
tractors. .It seems to me that the Minister did put 
Mr. Robbm a more favourable position than he did 
the other contractors. He does not seem to ha Ye 
s~cid to l\Ir. Robb, "What will you do it for?" 
But Mr. Robb must have g·ot information some
how which enabled him to put in a tender at or 
about the Engineer's estimate, and if he obtained 

that information he got a very unfair advantage 
over his co-tenrlerers, and the work should have 
been submitted for frL,;h ten<lers. \V e have the 
Prmnier congratuln,ting J\lr. Carey on being out 
of the contmct ; and he has expressed the 
opinion that Mr. Hobb will lose money by it, 
that he will make nothing out of it. That, I 
suppose, is only the opinion of the Chief Secre
tary, for I read in the Government organ the 
other day, in " letter fmrn a Cairns correspon
dent, a statement to the effect thn,t :\Ir. Robb 
was going to 1nake a pot of nwney out of this 
contract, th~ct the cuttings were so soft tlutt 
everybody was agreeably ;,m-prised, and that he 
was going to 1nake a very large thing out of the 
contra,ct. 

The PREMIER : Is granite hard as a rule? 
Mr. CHUBB: It may not be granite. I was 

told that a good deal of it was extremely soft 
stuff that would not require blasting ; I give the 
information for what it is worth. I sav that if 
Mr. Robb is going to make a good proilt out of 
it, that is an additional reason why the other 
tenderers should have ha<l an opportunity of 
putting in a price. If rail ways are going- to be 
1nade in this way, w ha,t is the use of culling for 
tenders? It is simply a question of the Minister 
letting a contract to whom he thinks is the most 
eligible person. I would add this: that the new 
raihvccys, the railway,; which are to be constructed 
out of the ten-million loan, are costing a great deal 
more than the sums estimated; and that when the 
whole of that money is spent those railways will 
not be finished. Several millions will be required 
to complete those works. Xow, l\Ir. Speaker, I 
come to what seems to me to be the most impor
tant subject for consideration at the present 
time- that i" the state of the finances of 
the colony. I purposely left that till the last, 
because I think it is the one question to which 
the HoLISe will havetoapply itself. It is true that 
the Premier, in his deuomwi1'e style, followed by 
the Colonial Treasurer, made little of it. I 
noticed, however, that although the Treasurer's 
words were hopeful his tone was rather sad. 
I thought he looked rather despondent, although 
he told us we lud nothing to fear, and tlmt we 
should congratulate otU'sel ves that the d('.ficit was 
not 1uuch bigger-ntaking the sante excu~e thn..t 
was made by the poor girl who appeared with a 
baby without having gone through the ceremony 
of marriage-that it was only a little one. It 
reminded me of the French story, when a similar 
thing happened, and the excuse was tlutt it 
would have been much worse if there had been 
t\vins. No\V, I do not ~hare the sa,nguine hopes 
of the Colonial Treasurer. It is a curious thing 
that, while \rictoria is g·oing to have a lnrge 
surplus this year, we shall be celebrating the jubilee 
with n deficiency of close on half-a-million. 
\V c shall never forget this Queensland jubilee, 
landing us in half-a-million deficit ; and I believe 
that next year, when the other portion of the 
loan is floated, we shall probably see n still 
larger deficit, unless the affairs of the colony are 
rescued from the Colonial Treasurer. Now, sir, 
I am not going at any length through the figures 
that were dealt with last night. \Ve have this 
authoritative fact, as admitted by the Colonial 
Treasurer himself, that at the end of 1883 he had 
a surplus of £311,000. He says the House appro 
priated that by common consent, thereby attempt 
ing to put on the shoulders of the House the 
blame that should attach to the Government for 
proposing an expenditure which was not justified 
by the circumstances. 

The PRKMIER : Y on were or;e of the pre
vious Government that made just the same 
proposal. 

J'IIr. CHL"BB : If we had been in office we 
should have been able to provide for it; there is 
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the great uifference. \Ve would have hac! the 
courage of our opinions, and, I suppose, sufficient 
financial ability to have been able to meet 
our liabilities. That is exactly where we differed 
from the hon. gentleman's Government. How
ever, they had that surplus; and I will put 
them in a still better position, because at the 
end of the following year they came down to the 
Honse with a surplus of £3GG,OOO. Now, sir, from 
1884 to 1887 is only three years, anu in that time 
they have gone to the bad with the whole of 
the surplus, and about £470,000 bPsides, which 
they admit now. In addition to that, they 
luwe paid some £GO,OOO out of loans on account 
of interest, which they ought to have 
charged to revenue. This is the result that 
comes out. They began this year with a 
credit balance of £·15,000, and at the end of 
it they are deficient in the sum I have men
tioned. Of course there were unexpended 
balances, and so there were before. The Gov
ernment will say, "Oh, yes, £45,000 was the cash 
balance we had, but we had outstanding liabili
tie:J of more than that." So much the worse for 
them : then they had no surplus at the end of 
last year. Be that as it may, there are their 
own figures to show that from Jtate, 1883, to 
June, 1887, they ha Ye gone backwards to the extent 
I have stated, and by next year, or when the last 
portion of the £10,000,000 loan is floated, they 
will have added to the annual debt-charge for 
interAst £400,000. Of that £10,000,000 loan 
there is rather more th::m £2,:JOO,OOO yet to 
be floated, upon which there will Le £80,000 to 
£100,000 interest to pay ; that is to Le met 
next year. Now, besides that, there is £130,000 
already spent, in anticipation of a new loan, upon 
lines which have been sanctioned by this House; 
th:tt has to be met sooner or later. The Treasury 
Bills Act was passed last year to enable the 
Treasurer to raise that money, and I think the 
action of the Government in paying out of loan 
portion of the interest is to be condemned: 
it was condemned by the Auditor-General. 
Although they had an apparent-·! will not S>tY 
apparent, though that is a favourite word of the 
Colonial Trensnrer-tt real surplus on one portion 
o£ the loan, a gros" profit of £80,000, which will 
be whittled clown by the expenses, they lost 
.!:100,000 on the first portion of the loan 
they floated ; and by all proper bookkeeping 
that £:80,000 ought to have gone to make up the 
deficiency on the first portion of the loan. There 
is that £100,000 of the £10,000,000 loan to be made 
up yet. All this will adrl to the debt of the 
colony, and will add to the difficulties of the 
Gorernment and of the country. Now, :Mr. 
Spe:tker, the Chief Secretary was very much 
annoyed-perhaps I should not say he was annoyed 
-at a canw·d in one of the Southern paper,, 
which reportecl that the Government had come 
in with a surplus of £2,000,000, which they had 
S]Jent. 

The PRIDUBR: It was a leading article. 

Mr. OHUBB : I do not care whether it was a 
leading article or a sub-lr,,ader. It was not true, of 
course; but it is extremely lucky that the Govern
ment had not a surplus of that amount. If they 
had had, they would have n1ade "ducks and 
drakes" of it, as they have done with the real 
snrplus and the money they have had at their 
disposal since we left office. So much the better 
fnr the country that they had not that surplus. 
Now, 1\Tr. Speaker, the Government have attri
buted the falling-off in the revenue to the 
drought-a succession of bad se:tsons. True, 
they have had some Lad seasons, but so had the 
previous Government. In 187() when the pre
vious Government took office there was reference 
to the bad seasons in the Rpeech. In 1884 the 
present Government set forth in their Speech that 

the serious drought had almost entirely broken 
up. Now, sir, is it rettsonable to ttttribute to 
the drought which broke up in 1884, according 
to their statement then, the failure of 
their land policy ? That was their great 
policy. \Vhen they came into office they 
were to have two gre::~,t strings to their bow 
-the ten-million loan and the Litncl Act. The 
whole land tenure of the colony was to be 
revolutionised. They were going to give e\'ery 
n1an a farm or hmnestead on the eatiiest tenn .. .:;, 
and they were going to build railways all over 
the colony. And, sir, out of the enormous 
revenue from land they were going to pay not 
only the interest on the cost of construction of 
those rail ways, but they were going to do so 
well as to wipe off, by degrees, the rul vctlorem 
and other duties ; instead of which, :Mr. 
Speaker, they found it necessary in the 
third year of their office to add 50 per cent. 
to the ad valotCin duties. That is one thing, 
sir, and I sbttll not be surprised if before 
long we are asked to increase those duties 
again. More than half- I believe, about 
£6,500,000-of the loan has been raised, and I 
suppose more th»n half of it-£5,000,000-has 
been spent ; a very small portion of the pro
jected lines have yet been completed; and by 
the time the other portion of the lottn is 
received and spent we shall be paying, as 
I have said, £400,000 in interest, and getting 
very little back for it. vVe must not look to our 
railways, Mr. Sp0aker, to give us rnnchif anyassis~ 
tance out of the difficulty for some time, for, 
except during the last four months, the receipts 
have been falling off for the last four yettrs. 
I have taken the trouble to look up the figures 
in reference to this, and I find that in 1883, the 
last year of the :Yicil wraith Government, the 
railway receipts in proportion to capital expended 
upon open lines was 4'2130 per cent. In 1884, 
that is the first ye<tr of the present Government, 
they fell off to 4 ·042, or 3s. Gd. per cent. less 
than the preceding year. In 1887> they fell off 
to 3"121, or 18s. 5cl. per cent. less than the 
previous year; and last year to 2·120-a fall from 
1883 to 188G of over 2 per cent.-even upon the 
calcul<1tions of the Oommis,ioner for Railways, 
who always endeavours to show that rail ways are 
paying interest on the cost of construction. It 
is true the railway receipts ha\'e improved 
within the last two or three months. but 
we have to recollect that we are opening a 
number of branch lines and extensi<•ns which do 
not pay as well as old-established lines. There
fore I do not think that we can look to the 
railway revenue at the present time as likely to 
assist in any material degree in providing for the 
interest upon this enormous loan. The land 
was to provide the interest, anrl, l\fr. Speaker, 
the land will ha\'e to provide it. I believe, sir, 
that the Government will find-notwithstanding 
the opinions of the l\Iinister for Lands and of 
the Government themselves, who rushed into 
this House with very immature and impracticable 
ideas on land legiillation and forced upon the 
country a Land Act on the non-alienation prin. 
ciple-I say they will have to go back to a 
certain extent to the old lines. I feel satisfied, 
l\fr. Speaker, that they will be compelled to 
realise a certain portion of onr landed estate in 
order to get out of the difficulties they have got 
into. His Excellency then says :-

"I have Pvery reason to believe that the colony has 
entered upon a periocl of renewed prosperity, to which 
the largely increased development of our mlneral 
re..::ources that may be anticipated from the ftLvournble 
attention now bestowed npon them in Great Britain, 
and Llle general inilux of capital from tllatcountry, will 
largely contribute.'' 

On that paragraph I must remark this : that 
after all it really seems as if the goldfields wen1 
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going to come to the help of the colony ; and as 
the principal portion of those fields are in the 
North, it is really the North that is supporting 
the colony. 

Mr. NOR TON: And Central. 
Mr. CHUBB: And the Central also. 
The PRE:\IIEH : There are discoveries in the 

Sonth. 
Mr. CHUBB : They are only mare's nests in 

the South. I say the new goldfield of Croy
<lon will probably come to the rescue of the 
Government at the present time, as the gold
fields did in 1866, when there was great 
depression. 

The PREMIER: That was in the South. 
::'.fr. CHUBB: Yes; that was at Gympie. 

That is the onlv one-the 1'a?·a avis to which 
there is no companion. But I say, Mr. Speaker, 
that we cannot look to the laud to enable us to 
largely increase the revenue and progress of the 
colony so long as the present Government con
tinue the suicidal policy they are pursuing. 
'rhey said they were committed to a policy 
against the sale of land, and they have so far, 
if we may believe them, acted up to their prin
ciples; but, singular to relate, l\Ir. Speaker, 
although this year they hrwe not sold any
thing like the amount of land they sold last 
year, the demand for land for churches in the 
country has increat4ed lately. There have been 
a few church lots sold in the country, where 
there are a few towns on paper with suburban 
blocks surveyed around them. I happened 
recently to tttke up one of the Oazettes-I think 
it was for May-ttnd I found that at the upset 
priue the lands offered for sale during thnt xnnnth 
amounted to £30,000, so that the Government 
are to a certain extent departing from their 
principle of not selling land. It is true that 
a good deal of it was town land; but they wanted 
money, and were selling, as pointed out by the 
hon. the leader of the Opposition, valuable lands 
which would eooner or later have to be resumed 
and paid for by the Government at a much 
higher price. These are the gentlemen, Mr. 
Speaker, who not very long ago condemned the 
previous Government for cutting up and sell
ing resen·es. It was sn,id that the city of Bris
bmlC was Ladly treated, that they were depriving 
the people of their lands, and that they woul<l 
sell everything they could get. But now, sir, 
the l\Iinister for Lands, at any rate, io quite 
prepared to smJCtion, on the part of the Govern
ment, the sale of £30,000 worth of land at one 
blow in one month. I a'k-Is that eating their 
own words or not? I, sir, hope that the colony 
iR entering upon a period of renewed prosperity, 
but I am afmid that it will not be owing to any
thing that has been done in the way of adminis
tration by the present Government. I fear, sir, 
that we shall see no improvement until we have 
some change in the adminiHtra tion of the lands 
of the colony-a new policy, in fact. It is no use 
sticking to a thing that is found to be 11 failure, 
and, if we hope to prosper, we must adopt proper 
measures to make the land bear its fair share 
of the cost of the construction of rail ways ; 
because by selling land to l"'Y for railways we 
are simply turning one kind of capital into 
another. \V e shall still have the capital in 
another shape, and I think the land may very 
hirly be called upon to bear its share of the 
public burden. Until that is done we may not 
look fot much improvement in the state of the 
finances nr in the government of the country. 

The ATTORXJ~Y-GENJ~RAL said: Mr. 
Spe.,ker,-I think, sir, that the Government may 
congratulate themselves that in the course of the 
lengthy speech the hon. gentleman has just de
livered he has s11id so ve1·y little that calls fo1· 

serious or lengthy reply. He g·ave us to l:n.d?r
stand when he rose that he was about to cnt1C1se 
the administmtion of the (}overnment and the 
pr<wramme they have submitted to the House 
for "the present session. I think hon. members, 
after hearing the address he has just delivered, 
can scarcely ha ye failed to come to the conclu
sion that at all events as regards his speech there 
was "much cry amllittlewool." The hon. gentle
man commenced hi>' speech by referring to the 
expenditure incurred by the Government for the 
celebration of Her Majesty's jubilee in this city, 
and althou~h he is not averse to the idea of 
spending In~>ney in regard to n1atters whi~h ~1e 
himself thinks are of some importance, he IS dis
posed to condemn the Government for the very 
small expenditure w hichwas incurred iu connection 
with the celebmtion of the Queen's jubilee. I 
think that unle~s the Government hac1 done 
nothing at all to celebrate this event which has 
been an occn,sion of rejoicing throughout the 
Queen's world-wide dominions, they could not 
have gone upon a more econmnical principle in 
giving some form of expression to the loyalty 
which is deep -seated in the bosom of Her 
Majesty's subjects in Queensla~lll. I think it is 
quite possible to go too far m the matter of 
illuminations, as was proLal1ly the case in New 
South vVales and Victoria, though it was perlutps 
much more justifiable in Victoria, where they 
have a financial surplus, than in Kew South 
vVales, where they have a deficit in the public 
accounts. But I think hon. members ought n<Jt 
to lose si,ht of the effect which is produced in 
the minls of the rising generation, at all 
events, by the exhibition of. si!Sns and .em
blems of sentiments that exrst m the nnnds 
of the Queen's snbj ect;;. I vent me to say that 
of the tens of thousands of young people who 
paraded this city on the night of the 21~t of 
June not one will ever have erased from h1s <>r 
her memory the effect of the spectacle which 
was then witnessed. It wa'' more than a mere 
spectacle, bet'ause it was a spectacle illustmtive 
of a deep-rooted sentilnent; and those young 
people could not fail to h>: ve become ac~1 uai'!ted 
with the reasons for the d1splay of the rllummr.
tions witnessed here, which would tend to 
strengthen very much what in tlw .e days needs 
strengthening-a sentiment of real heartfelt 
loyalty to the throne mrd the occupr<,nt of the 
throne. I do not think, therefore, that any 
loyal subject of the Qtwen in the colony 
of (;_luecllsland will seriously begrudge ~he 
very small expenditure incnrred in domg 
honour to Her :CVIajesty's jnl,ilee. I ask 
hon. members whether they would have felt 
pleased if, while the Governments of all the 
other colonies were doing· something to celebrate 
the jubilee-some of them on an extravag-ant 
scale-the Government of Queen"land was the 
only one that did literally nothing. In fact, if 
'''e did nothing, it 'vould have been suggestive to 
an extent that would hardly have redoun<led to 
our credit. The hnn. gentfeman also addressed 
some criticism to the paintings which were ex
hibited--

:Mr. CHUBB : They were caricaturee. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The hon. 
gentleman must be ,;,ware tlutt the. painti'!g~ of 
the several royal personages and otnars exlnlnted 
on occasions of that sort are not supposed to be 
done with anything like the extreme acccuracy 
of a finished portrait. But, after all, tha 
illuminated fi~m·es formed a very small part of the 
illuminations a for which the expenditure was 
incurred. I ask hon. members who looked at the 
manner in which the Parliamentary buildings 
were lit up with the thousand,; of sm.all colour.ed 
lamps hung all round, and the bnght gas·Jet 
exhibited on the top of the dome, to say whether 
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they have come to the conclusion that the 
figures painted and illuminated were such as to 
do discredit tr> all the rest of the illuminations. 
It would, I contend, ha Ye been a disgrace to the 
city of Brisbane if, when private corporations 
and private individuals illuminated their build
ings-as, for instance, in the case of the 
Queensland National Bank, which wets illu
rninated in a rnctgnificent n1anner-the Govern
ment of the country, who ought to set an 
example of loyalty, would not spend a sixpence 
for _the purpose of celebrating Her Majesty's 
Jnbllee. I say the Government wnuld hal'e laid 
themselves open to condemnation if they had not 
gone to some small expenditure in the expression 
of the feeling of loyalty to Her Majesty that ex
ists, not only in Brisbane but all over the colony. 
The hon. member next a.dclre,sed some observa
tions to the state of the finances, and the failure, 
as he terms it, of the Land Act. \Ve are almost 
tired of hearing the statements that have been 
made as to the failure of the Land Act and the 
deficit in the finances, apel the hon. gentleman 
has simply taken up the unfounded cry that has 
been circulated from one end of the colony to the 
other-namely, that the Land Act has been a 
failure. That cry has been repeated over 
and over ag·ain by certain persons until they 
themselves have come to believe the assertions 
which they have made in a haphazard way. 
I shall leave the Minister for L,mds to deal with 
the criticisms directed to this question when he 
addreoses the House, and I have not the slightest 
doubt but that he will give a very good account 
both of himself and the Land Act. It amusPs 
me to see how easily the hrm. member for Bowen 
can blow hot and cold. He savsthe Government 
ought not to have gone to theo expense of a few 
hundred pounds in celebrating the Queen's 
jubilee, yet although outside he has advocated 
the establishment of a university, he now states 
that we ought not to expend any money for 
that purpose at present. He ta.lks about the 
leakage in the Treasury, and how damaging to 
the prospects of the colony has been the method 
of expenditure indulged in by the Government 
in the past, and yet is actually prepared to 
ask this l-1 ou'e before the session c]o.ses to 
H>tnction the appointment of an expensive com
mission to in<Juire into the wmking of the Cidl 
Service. Everybody admits that the Civil 
Service is not on as absolntely satisfactory a 
foundation '" is to be desired, and that it is 
caJ•liLle of amendment in se,-eral particulars. 
'l'he hon. gentleman also W>tnts to know what the 
coBt of the Gaol Commission has been. I suppose 
he wislws to have that information that he may 
found upon it an argument against the expendi~ 
ture incurred by the Go\'ernment during the 
rece~s, and yet he is prevared, in order to give 
effect to hi:; o\vn ideas, to incur a Yery conf:ider
ahle outlay in the app:>intment of a commission 
to inquire into the condition of the Civil Senice. 

Mr. NORTO:\": Could not honorary com
tnissioners be appointed ? 

The ATTORNEY-GEXEHAL: Honorary 
8Brvices in a work of this kind are not, as a rule, 
the most valuable. Such a commi,sion is one that 
would nece,sitate on the part of the Government a 
very considerable expenditure. I am not sa,·ing 
thllt it is an expenditure which ought not to be 
mcurred at the proper time, nor am I saying 
that a commission should not be appointed to 
inquire into this matter, but I complain of the 
nconsistency of the hon. gentleman who, while 

he condemns the expenditure incurred for the 
illuminations which took place on the 
occasion of the rejoicing at Her Majesty's 
jubilee, is now willing to commit the 
House to a large expenditure for the appoint
ment of a commission to carry out an inquiry 

into the working of the Civil Service. I shall 
pass over the observations he made with regard 
to the Hedistribution Bill, and come to his 
remarks respecting the sepccratinn question. The 
hon. gentleman h~"" becume very zealom, in his 
advocacy of separation of late. I remem her the 
time when his zeal, although he was a Northern 
member, did not burn so brightly on the subject 
of separation. I, however, give him credit for 
being a convert to the views of those who think 
the territorial separation of the colony, and terri
torial separation alone, will satisfy the just 
requirements of the North. I believe him to be 
sincere in making that assertion. But really it 
is too bad when the Government is asked to 
redress the grievances that may be said to be 
complained of, or rather that have been conJ
plained of, with regard to the administra
tion of affairs in the North, at the same time 
to hint that it is no me making conces
sions; it is a waste of time on their part ; 
that nothing but separation will satisfy the 
dem,nds of the people of the North; and the hon. 
gentleman has declared from the knowledge he 
]'ossesses of the affairs of the people of the 
North that no candidate in the future will have 
the smallest chance of being returned as a 
member of this Honse who does not pledge him
self to go heartily in favour of territorial separa
tion. The hon. gentleman may know more 
about that sentiment in the North than I do. I 
am regarded by the "bunch" up yonder as a black 
sheep, because I do not believe in separation. I 
know I have incurred a great deal of very unjust 
odium among many of the advocates of 
separation in the North because I have 
consistently taken my stand against separation. 
I do not sav it because I am a member of the 
Government, bnt because I could never see the 
parallel sought to be estaLlished between the 
state of affairs that exists in the K orth now 
and that which prevailed in the north of what 
was New 8outh \Vales, before the separation 
of the north from what was then New South 
\V ales was effected, and the erection of Queens
land into a new colony. I am opposed to 
separation because I never s[l..w any necessity 
for it. It wonld, of conrse, be a good thing 
for son1e people. I do not say that the people 
of the North cannot manage their own affairs 
if they are left to themselves; but I say they 
can do better by remaining an integral part 
of the lll'e';ent colony of Queensland ; and 
the development of the resources of the 
North, and of the Central district, and of the 
South, will all go hand in hand, and it will be 
more likely to be more generally productive of 
good to the colony as a whole than if theN orth 
were now to separate ; particularly in the face 
of what it is idle to deny-that in the first 
instance a very large number of those who 
stron,]y advocated territorictl separation did so 
beca~,;, thev were anxious to secure the introduc
tion of bhtci< labour. \Vhen the hon. gentleman 
threatens that those who will go to theN orthern 
constituencies in future and decline to commit 
themselves to separation will have no chance 
of being returned, I say I am willing to take my 
chance so far as I am concerned. The hon. gentle
man seems to forget that there i>< a very large 
number of person' in the K orth at the present 
time who are adverse to separation, and t-hat some 
intellig-ent Northern people are not in favour of 
it, although a large number of them are. It 
was my privilege to transmit to His Excellency 
the Gm·ernor, during the time the Premier was 
away in England, a petition from the residents 
of Charters Towers and the immediate neigh
bourhood, and signed by 2,000 persons. 

J\Ir. CHUBB ; What did Mr. Marsland say 
about it? 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He took 
the trouble to go to the other end of the 
world to say what he did. I wonder if he will , 
so.y the same when he comes back. He seems 
to have come under the fascination of those 
who are determined to have territorial sepa
ration, and nothing but territorio.l sepam
tion. I am speaking of this fact, that only a 
few months ago 2,000 perilons, residents of 
Charters Towers and the immediate vicinity, 
sig·ned a petition in favour of keeping the colony 
intact, and that those signatures were obtained 
in two weeks-~not like the 10,000 signatures 
which it took so many mnnths to accumulate. 
That goes to show that the feeling in favour of 
separation, w hi eh \vas so strong son1e tin1e ago, 
has become considerably weakened. Probably 
theN orth will fin cl during the comse of another 
twelve months that in some conotituencies, 
at aJl events, those which advocate the nmin
tenance of tho colony intact will have by 
far the best of it. The hon. gentleman made 
reference to the Chinese; but it is easy, Mr. 
Speaker, to make capital out of a f!Uestion of 
this kind. I agree with what has been said 
inside the House and out of the House, as to 
the desirableness of excluding Chinese; and the 
hon. gentleman ought to have been generous 
enough to have given the Premier credit for what 
he is doing and what he has done. 

Mr. CHUBB : I rise to a point of order, Mr. 
SpPaker. I did give the Prenlier credit. I said 
that we on this side were more anxious, if any
thing, than he was. 

The ATTOHN:EY-GENERAL: I accept the 
hon. gentleman's explanation, bnt to my mind 
he conveyed the impression that the Premier was 
driven to what he did by the efforts of the other 
side of the House. 

The PREMIER : It is not the first time that 
has been said. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I would 
point this out: everybody who knows the 
Premier knows that he has never been addicted 
to go in favour of extreme measures. He has 
been always in favour of trying milder measures, 
as, if they were euccessfnl, extren1e ones \Vere 
unnecessary. It is to the Premier more than to 
any man in the colony that we are indebted for 
the existence upon our Statute-book of the 
Chinese Immigrants Regulation Act of 1877. 
Does the hon. member forget that the Pre
mier was a member of the Government that 
literally forced the Imperial Government to permit 
the existence of that Act upon our Statute-book? 
Is it fair to condemn the Premier as being half
hearted in the matter? He ought to be the first 
man to receive the credit due for the amount of 
restriction that exists in regard to the influx of 
Chinese into this colony. I say that the Premier 
has done that, and if the hon. gentleman is so 
sincere about this matter of the Chinese, why 
was it that it has taken such a time to discover 
that the coming of Chinese into the colony was an 
evil? That Act was brought into force before the 
last Government came into office, and why should 
the present Government be so severely censured for 
not having absolutely prohibited the introduction 
of Chinese? If it was recognised as an evil by 
the previous Government, why did not they im
prove upon the restrictions that had been made 
by the Chinese Immigrants Regulation Act of 
1877 when they had the chance? It was, however, 
reserved for this Government, after all these 
years, to be attackPd and told that th~y are not 
doing their duty to the country and preventing 
Chines~ from coming in greater numbers. The 
hon. member quoted the adage about "making 
haste slowly"; I say in this matter the Premier 
has been making haste judiciously. As a matter 
of fact, :we find that, whereas the Chinese 

came here in great numbers formerly, last year 
only seventy-two Chinese came into the colony. 
·where is the jeopardy then? ~Where is the 
peril in which the colony stands if in the course 
of a whole twelve months, so severe are the 
restrictions placed upon the influx of Chinese, 
only seventy-two Chinese found their way into 
the population of this colony? The honour 
should be given to whom the honour is due, 
and I deprecate very much the attacks which 
lmve been made up<Jn the Government, and the 
attempted glorification of those who are opposed 
to the Government, by making believe that they 
are patriots who want to take care of the inte
rests of the working man and keep Chinese out of 
the colony. The hon. gentleman referred to the 
establishment of a university, but I will not follow 
all his remarks. I did not intend to take up more 
than a few minutes of the time of the House, so I 
shall not follow the remarks of the hon. g·entle
man; but 1 must say that, although he is a 
personal friend of mine, I deeply regret, and 
strongly deprecate the tone~not the tone so 
nmch as the taste exhibited in the remarks he 
made in reference to the proposed university. 
I think he ought to know the Premier better 
than to suppose that he could be actuated by 
such a despicable intention, as in any measure 
he submits to this House to come into cmr,peti
tion with any person in the community. The 
hon. gentleman talks of schools of mines. The 
Premier stated what the views of the Govern
ment were in connection with the establishment 
of an institution, one of whose functions will be 
to communicate that instruction for which 
schools of mines exist. The hon. gentlemen 
must not suppose that the Government have not 
a little anxiety with regard to the mining 
interests of the colony. The Government are 
as fully aware of the importance to the well
being of the community, of the development of 
our n1ineral resource·s, as the hon. mernber can 
possibly be. The hon. gentleman twitted the 
Government with putting a sum of money on 
the Ji~stimates some time ago, and doing nothing 
with it. 

Mr. NOR TON : They left it off last year. 
The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL: The hon. 

gentleman forgets that £5,000, after all, is a very 
small sum on which to found a school of mines 
of such a character as would be ref!uired in order 
to do the utmost good for the mining interest. 
The hon. member for Port Curtis brought for
ward a resolution in favour of the appointment 
of lecturers on mineralogy in this colony. The 
hon. gentleman deserves great credit for having 
brought in and carried tlwt resolution, which 
met with the warmest support from the Govern
ment and the House. The Government are not 
actuated by any miserable spirit of jealousy by 
which they cannot see any good m a measure 
proposed by a member on the other side, simply 
because it is proposed from the other side. The 
Government warmly recognised the importance 
of the hon. gentleman's proposal, and, in accord
ance with his resolution, two lecturers were 
adYertised for, and both of them were appointed 
to lecture in the various mining c:entres on mine
ralogical subjects, and the money appropriated 
for schools of mines was diverted to the payment 
of the salaries of those lecturers. 

Mr. HAJIIIILT'JX : It did not amount to 
£5,000. 

The ATTORNEY-GENKEtAL: We cannot 
be expected to pay lecturers salaries sim)Jly for 
the sake of giving them salaries. 'The hon. 
gentleman ought to know that lecturers of the 
capacity and attainments those gentlemen were 
required to possess were difficult to discover, 
and the Minister for Mines was a long time 
before he discovered a colleague for Mr. Clark, 
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who, I think, was the first lecturer appointed. 
I thought the hon. member was going to take 
warning from his efforts of last year, when he 
made a speech on the Address in Reply. ~With 
regard to the financial question, I thought he 
would agree with the sentiment 1 then expressed 
that he, like myself, was not exactly at home in 
dealing with financial questions. 

Mr. CHUBB : Speak for yourself. 
The AT'l'OR::"JEY-GENERAL: He might 

very well have left the criticism upon the finan
cial aspect of the administmtion of the Govern
ment to those who know a little more about 
finance. .\11 I can say is that the hon. gentle
man did not seem to me to afford very much 
enlightenment upon the subject. 

JHr. CHlTBB: You made the same statement 
last year. \Vhy don't you disprove my fig-ures? 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL : The hon. 
gentleman talkecl about the deficit, and how 
wrong it was to incur expenditure. Hr spoke of 
the drought '" an argument used on the part of 
the Government "nd by those defending them 
as a reason for that expenditure; but he lost 
sight of the f"ct that the Government were 
obliged to incur expenditnre of "n abnorm"l 
ci1aracter "s the result of circumstances over 
which they had no control. 

An HoxouRABLE MEMBER : And the flood l 
The ATTORXKY-GENERAL: It is puerile 

to argue about the flood. The Government have 
not founded any excu'e for themselves upon the 
fact of the occurrence of the flood. The Gov
ernment in referring to the flood have taken an 
indirect method of paying the people of this 
colony a compliment, justly their due, for having 
in the hour of need of those persons injured by 
the flood come to their rescue so promptly. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Why should they be 
complimented by the Governi11ent? 

The A'fTORNEY- GENERAL: I say the 
Government indirectly complimented them. 

i\Ir. MOREHEAD : I knew the Government 
could not do <wything directly. 

The ATTORNEY-GEJ'\ERAL: I say that, 
in the course of their reference to the flood, the 
Government indirectly paid that compliment to 
the subscriLers to the relief fund to which they 
were properly entitled. I lm ve, I think, dealt 
with the principal points in the hon. gentle
man's remr1rks. I thought he w"s going to say 
something in condemnation of the administration 
of the affairs of the colony during the recess. I 
can only say I feel gl"d that a gentleman so 
capable and competent, and so observant in 
noticing wrong·-doing, if there were any on the 
part of the Government, h"s thought it unneces
sary to indicate "ny particular in which it might 
be suggested that the Government had not done 
what might have been expected of them in the 
performance of the duties entrusted to them. 

Mr. ADAMS said: Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
intend to occupy the time of the House very 
long, but I should not be doing my duty to my 
constituents if I did not say a word or two upon 
this Address in Reply. I c~nnot congratulate 
the mover of the Address on the speech he made, 
t"king into consideration that he belongs to one of 
the learned professions. I do not think he has 
enlightened the House very much "s to what 
the future is to be. As I go on I shall have 
to deal not only with the mover of the 
Address, but with other members who haYe 
spoken also. ~With reference to the first 
paragraph of the Address, everyone, I claresay, in 
this colony will be very proud indeed to think 
that Her Gracious Majesty h"s lived to see the 
jubilee ye"r of her reign. I am very happy 

to think she has done so, "nd I trust I 
shall live long enough to see the Premier live 
long enough to see his jubilee yeM as a member 
of the Government. I do not agree with much 
that has been said with regard to the Conference. 
Everyone must acknowledge. a• everyone who 
has spoken on the floor of the House has acknow
ledged, that the finances "re not what we would 
like them to be. I suppose we sh"ll never 
know wh"t amount of money was spent upon 
the trip the Premier m"de to the old coun
try. He has not told us, and I do not 
know what actual good can come of it. 
Therefore I, not singly, but with a vast number 
of my fellow-coloni,ts, protest aqainst that 
action. If we had a ship almost sinking, what 
should we s>ty if the 8aptain were to abandon 
her ? The finances of the colony were going 
down mpidly before the Premier went home, 
and at the time of his leaving the colony was 
visited by a devastating flood. He must have 
been aware of that, "s he was stuck up by it on 
his road to Sydney ; mtd, knowing these facts, 
it w"s the duty of the Premier to stick to his 
conntry and endeavour to "lleviate the suffering 
that had occurred. But he ab,ndoned the 
people of the colony, like" capt,in abandoning a 
sinking ship. Before the hon. gentleman left for 
home, I read in a paper-in one of his speeches 
I think it was-that he had been im·ited to go 
home by Her Gracious Majesty herself. 

The PRK\UER: I neYer said "nything ofthe 
kind. 

Mr. ADAJ'.IS : It is just possible the hon. 
gentleman m"y have been misreported. 

The PREMIER: It was not even so reported. 
Mr. ADAMS: However, I re"d it, I think, in 

the Obse,.m·. 
The PHEMIER : It was not in the 0/Jserver. 

Mr. ADAMS :It must h"ve been a misreport, 
for I believe he was only invited home in thB 
same way as the other delegates were. I also 
saw it stated in a newspaper that the Govern
ment was requested to appoint some gentleman 
who WD,S actually at home to assist the Agent
General at the Conference. There were several 
gentlemen "t home at that time from the colony 
who could have performed that work remark
ably well-I do not say quite as well as the 
Premier-and yet the hon. gentleman went, 
carrying with him the key of Parliament in his 
pocket. And it seems to my mind plain that he 
has pledged the colony to certain things, and he, 
of course, expects that he is going to carry them. 
The hon. member who moved the Address in 
Reply (Mr. Foxtc,n), when spe,king about the 
Land Act, quoted these words from the Gover
nor's Speech :-

"I am glad to note the large and increasing demand 
for la.nd for occu1mtion by bond jidf' settlers." 

It seems strange to me that " gentleman holding 
the position of a Queen-street lawyer should 
know very much about the settlement of the 
people on the bnd and the operation of the Land 
Act. I can inform the hon. gentlemm1 that the 
Land Act is a perfect failure. The hon. gentl~
man who seconded the Address in Heply (Mr. 
Annear) said he had had some cnnveroation with 
the Minister for Lands about something, but did 
not tell us what that something was. But he 
told the people of Bundaberg, when he was up 
there, wh"t he had said to the Minister for 
Lands, "nd that was that the bon<Z fide selector 
who wished to settle on the lands of the colony 
would not do so because the restrictions were so 
great; they did not care about taking up land 
on such terms. If a man takes up his 160 acres, 
intending to make it a home for himself and his 
family, he has to work on it until his money 
is nearly exhausted, and he c"'nnot cut a stick of 
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tlmber upon it until he has obtained the permis
sion of the Minister for Lands ; and we all know 
what red-tapeism is. And the hon. member, 
l\fr. Annear, who is acquainted with the facts, 
knows that very well ; and that for that reason 
men will not settle on the land. The same hon. 
member said that the Act would prevent dummy
ing. Will any hon. gentleman tell me whether 
it is not really a dummier's Act? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : It is not. 
Mr. ADAMS : If I was a mn.n of capital, 

and had five or six son~, I could go myself and 
select 20,000 acres of land, picking the eye out of 
the country. If I did not get all the good land in 
that 20,000 acres, my son of twenty-five could 
select 20,000 acres adjoining; and my other sons 
who were old enough to select could each do the 
san1e, until we got amongst us a whole country
side. Does the hon. gentleman not call that 
dummying? It seems to me tlmt before very long 
we shall have a change in our land laws. This 
is seen by the dummiers, and they have the idea. 
that they will have the first right of purchase. I 
have said it on the platform and inside this 
House, and I main tab it, that if the Government 
wish to settle people on the land they will have 
to materially alter the Act of 1884. Then we are 
told that-

H rrhe publif' finances have, however, 110t C8Caped the 
natural consequences of the long~continued advPrse 
seasons, bnt I see no reason to doubt that with careful 
administration they will shortly exhibit their usual 
satisfactory condition.'' 
I do not wish to repeat what has already been 
said on this subject, but when we take all things 
into consideration we must admit that a 
more disgraceful state of our finances than 
that we now witness could not be imagined. 
It has been mentioned before that when the pre
sent Government took office the Colonial Trea
surer had a surplus of £311,000. However, even 
this £311,000 was not sufficient for them, and it 
was not long before there was a deficiency-I be
lieve last year it was some £60,000. At that time 
it was thought that we would be able to make that 
up by imposing fresh taxation upon the general 
public, and an additional 2~ per cent. ad Talm·em 
duty was imposed, making 7~ per cent. in the 
place of 5 per cent. J<~ven that was not enough. 
In thickly populated districts, where the people 
came under the provisions of the Health 
.Act, the endowment was taken away, thereby 
giving the Governrnent a large arnount of money. 
Even this is not sufficient. \V e were told last 
year that this £GO,OOO would be wiped off by the 
2~ per cent. additional ad valm·em and the taking 
away of the endowment to boards of health, 
but in place of that we have at the present 
time nearly half-a-million of a deficit. I do not 
know what is meant by the expression " I see no 
reason to doubt that with careful administration 
they will shortly exhibit their usual satisfactory 
condition." I do not know what the " satis
factory condition" will be, unless it is that the 
present Government goes out of office, and 
another Government takes the reins of power and 
gets the Treasury full with another £311,000 of a 
surplus, and for them to go back and handle it 
again. 'Whether that is what is meant by the 
"usual satisfactory condition " or not I cannot 
say. I do not wish to take up the time of the 
House very long, but I must sa.y a word or two 
in reference to this uniYersity. Now, sir, I intend 
to do all in my power to prevent a vote 
for that purpose ; not that I do not feel 
even myself the want of a better education, bnt 
because I am perfectly satisfied that the Treasury, 
in the present state of the finances, would not 
stand the strain. \Ve must first of all do what 
we possibly can to give an educatiJn to our 
children, >md if we give them the education that 
they can get in the primary schools and the 

grammar schools, I think we are going quite far 
enough. It is all very well for people living in the 
southern portion of the colony, particularly in 
Brisbane, to say that if they had '" magnificent 
building here, with professors and all that sort 
of thing, thev would be able to send their sons 
and daughte1:s to get a university education; but 
the pioneers of the colony, who have gone out 
to subdue the forest, cannot get an education for 
their children without paying for it. It is 
taxing the pioneers to pay for a luxurious 
education for people living in luxury in 
and around the suburbs of Brisbane. I am 
very proud to say that the educational system 
at the present time is very much appreciated by 
a vast number of people; but I do think that 
instead of the few helping the many, the many 
ought to help the few. For instance, in my 
district if we want provisional schools we have 
to build them ourselves, and then we are supplied 
with a teacher, ancl then if we have a complaint 
to make to the department against that teacher 
-I have done it myself-they write back to 
say that I may be able to interpret one clause 
of the regulations, but I am not able to interpret 
another. That other was that the l'arents are 
supposed to assist in paying the teacher after 
they have erected the building at their own cost, 
while people in Brisbane and the towns of the 
colony get their education free. Education is a 
grand thing, and wherever there are raihvays 
people onght to be encouraged to send their 
children to school. The children ought to 
have a rail way pass year by year to take them 
to the schools a distance of say two to seven miles 
away. It is impossible for any man to send 
families of children four or five years of age four 
or five miles to school; and yet, while the 
pioneers of the colony are taxed, others can send 
their children to school free of any cost what
ever. Therefore I do not think it is wise in the 
present state of the finances of the colony that a 
vote should be given for a university. Those 
who wish their children educn.ted to such a high 
standard should put their hands in their pockets 
and show the public they are in earnest; >md 
then, I daresay, they would be able to come to the 
House when the finances of the country have 
improved and get a small grant for the purpose of 
paying professors. I find here a paragraph in 
the Ministerial organ published to-day, where 
my friend the hon. member for 11aryborough 
(:\Ir. Annear) has a slur cast upon him 
simply because he has not that flow of elo
quence and has not been educated up to that 
standard which many have been here. I have 
known that gentleman for the last twenty years, 
and I consider he is a credit to the Assembly. 
He has got his education by hard work ; it is 
experience that he has got, and that is as good 
an education as he could pos,sibly bring into the 
Legislature. It is not very creditable to the 
editor, whoever he may be. He says :-

"Temperance orators produce the shocking example 
and the 1·eformed drunkard." 
I suppose they want to make it appear thttt the 
hon. member for 1\bryborough is one of these 
fea,rful examples. 

"If the Government wanted an example of a man who 
offers a splendid subject !or the very highest education 
in mechanics, they could finll at least five or six on 
their side of the IIonse, bnt they could not find a better 
than :Jir. An near is, nor a better exam1Jle of the personal 
and public loss suffered through negkct. Had ::\Ir. 
Annear been blessed with that mental development 
which a good university education h1'ing~ about, and 
had his speeial powers been trained in a congenial 
profession, l\Ir. An near would have been one of the first 
men in this country." 
Now, I have known that hon. member for over 
twenty ye~rs, and I have known that man stand 
up before the public and speak for the benefit of 
his colony, and I have known gentlemen educated 
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in colleges who have stood even on the floor of 
this House, and who, when they got up to speak, 
could only say "Hear, hear !" and sit down. 
Now, I say that any hon. member who has 
worked his way up as 1Ir. Annear has 
done is a credit to himself and a credit to his 
country. There is one thing more that I had 
forgotten when speaking on the lands. Some 
three or four years ago I happened to be one of a 
deputation that waited on the Premier to try 
and bring out some sort of Act to prohibit 
people from building their houses too close to
gether, and to regulate the width of streets. 
At that time he promised that he would bring 
in such a measure. \V ell, sir, I was extremely 
puzzled about four _or five weeks ago to see 
that the Government lmd actually sold sixteen
perch allotments. 

Mr. J\IOREHEAD: Twelve. 

Mr. ADA:\IS: \Vhy, sir, the very reason 
given br the Premier to that deput[l,tion was 
that he wanted if possible to bring in a Bill that 
would prevent persons from building their houses 
in such a way that it would interfere with the 
public health and the lives of the people. And 
here we find the present Govel'nment have 
actually gone and sold sixteen-perch allot
ments. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD: Twelve perches. 
Mr. ADA2\fS : Twelve ! worse and worse, Mr. 

Speaker. However, we will take the sixteen
perch allotments, leaving the other four perches 
ont, and I should like to know what sort of a 
building could be erected thereon; or if one was 
erected on each allotment close together, what 
chance there would be in a climate like this to 
let fresh air through and around them. There
fore, sir, no matter in what aspect we look at it, 
we find the Government saying one thing to-clay 
and actually doing another to-morrow. I 
trust, sir, that the anticipations of the 
present Government will be realised, not 
that I expect the usual prosperity will 
arrive just now. Possibly it may come in 
the way I have mentioned before. I anticipate 
that they will go out of office and others will get 
into power who will fill the Treasnry for them 
an cl get a surplus of £300,000 or £400,000, and they 
will come in and enjoy it. Perhaps that is what 
is meant by this usual state of prosperity, 
and if it is I hope to goodness it will come very 
soon. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said: Mr. Spe[tker,-I have not 
risen at an earlier part of the debate to 
answer some of the criticisms, or rather 
denunciations, that were made concerning 
the Land Act and the working of it, because 
really there was nothing of importance stated 
by ttny of the hon. members who have spoken, 
and I waited expecting that something of really 
serious importance requiring refutation wouLl 
have been stated, but up to the present time 
there have been nothing more than a few bald 
assertions-nothing else-a general condemna
tion of something; an cl some of the hon. members 
who have spoken, and who ought to know better, 
have really shown their ntter ignorance of the 
Act. 

Mr. P"\.TTISOX: They are backed up by 
facts. 

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS : When I 
say that, I refer more particuhtrly to the 
hon. member for Port Curtis. The way 
in which he blunders and mi,states and 
misrepresents the Hl8aning of the Act is 
something to me perfectly incomprehensible. 
However, I shall first deal with the statements 
made by the hon. the leader of the Opposition, 
and I shall not refer to anything except his 

remarks on the Land Act. The other parts of 
his speech were effectually dealt with by the 
Premier and others on this side of the House. 
In the first instance he pointed to the fact that 
in the first year after the Act came into opera
tion there was a certain number of grazing farms 
taken up, a very small number admittedly. But 
he did not refer at all to the agricultural fttrms. 
It was not nece.ss>~ry to do that to carry out his 
view of things. He referred only to the small 
number of gmzing farms taken up daring the 
fiut year after the Act came into operation-a 
year distinguished by one of the severe,t 
droughts we have ever experienced. Of coarse 
no one cared to look for lancl-agTicultural or 
gTazing farn1s or anything else-at that tin1e. 
There was no possibility of settlement being 
carried on under the then exi-3ting circun1stances 
however willing people might be. But in the 
next year a very marked change had taken place. 
Hain hac! come, and in the year 18SG there was 
a brg-er [1re[1 of htncl taken tlp in those parts of 
the country where there w.ts any population 
likely to settle upon the land than ha3 eYer been 
done in any year since Queensland has been 
Queensland-double tlmt of any previous nine 
years. 

Mr. PATTISON: Name the districts. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: Are Mr. :Foxton's figures 

correct? 
The MINIS'l'ER FOR LANDS : The hon. 

gentleman can refer in confirmation of my state
ment to the report of the operation of the Land Act 
which was laid on the table yesterday. If he does 
that, he will be able to see that what I say is 
quite correct, and if not he will be able to 
refute it. I assume, and every hon. gentleman 
in the House will admit, the statements made 
in that report to be correct. 

Mr. P ATTISON: Mr. Speaker,-! rise to a 
point of order. The hon. gentleman is referring 
to papers laic! on the table of the House which hon. 
members have not seen and know nothing about. 
I shall be pleased to listen to the hon. gentleman, 
but I want the same information that he possesses. 
I want those papers placed in my hands so that 
I shall be able to criticise them. I therefore 
move that the papers be reacl. 

Mr. W. BROOKES : I rise to a point of order. 
I do wish, Mr. Speaker, that you would sit _upon 
the hon. member for Blaclmll, hecanse he mter
rupted hon. members several times yesterday. 
He is on the verge of contracting a very bad 
habit. There is no point of order at all in what 
he says. 

Mr. MOllEHEAD : Mr. Speaker--
The PREMIER: There is no point of order. 
Mr. MOREHEAD : I suppose even if there 

was a point of order, ::VIr. Speaker, there is no 
necessity for you to sit upon the hon. member 
for Blackall as suggested by the hon. member for 
North Brisbane. 

The SPEAKER: Since thi~ question was 
raised yesterday I have taken the O!>portunity of 
looking up the authorities on the subject, and I 
find that according to the practice of the House 
of Commons when a 11inister of the Crown is 
addressing the House, and alludes to a public 
document which has not been placed upon the 
table of the House, and which is not accessible 
to hon. members, he is bound, if desired by 
the House, either to read it or lay it 
upon the table; but that privilege does 
not apply to private members of the House 
when addressing it. In this instance the hon. 
the Minister for Lands is alluding to a document 
which has already been placed on the table and 
ordered to be printed, and I therefore think the 
hon. gentleman is perfectly in order in referring 
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to it. The fact that he paper has not been 
circulated amongst hon. members is of course a 
point with which I cannot deal. The document 
in question having been laid upon the table and 
ordered to be printed, the hem. gentleman, as a 
:Minister of the Crown, is pel'fcctly in order in 
referring to it. 

The MINISTER FOR LA:'\fDS : The statis
tics I refer to are part of the material in the 
Lands Office with which I, of course, am conver
sant. I suppose hon. members will have to 
wait until they are printed before they get them; 
they will then have an opportunity of seeing 
whether they are accm·ate or not. To "how how 
far the contention of the leader of the Opposition 
was right in quoting the are:1 of land selected in 
the fin;t year of the Act, I shall refer to a few 
figures. That year was clL,;tinguishecl by fearful 
drought, and I acllllit tlmt little' or nothiug was 
done. The Act was not fnirly in operation that 
year. But in the seuoncl ye:.Lr, lKt-iti, rain crune; 
the Act was in fairly good wm-l::ing order, and 
in that year 1,122 agricultural fal'IlL", enllwaci11g 
an area of 222,837 ncre.~, \Vere r;'~lec:ted, giving an 
average of about 199 arres for ea('h farnt. 

Mr. P ATTIS0::-1 : That io only a.sertion. 
The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Those are 

facts which can be Yerified. 

Mr. STEVENSOK: How many were selected? 

The MINISTER FOR LA:'\fDS: 1,122 agri
cultural fanns, e111bracing an are:t of 2:22,cl37 
acres, or about 19D to each farm. , 

Mr. MOREHEAD : These are freeholds. 

The J'.IINISTER FOR LANDS : They may 
be made freeholds, in spite of the statements made 
by the leader of the Oppo,;ition and the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, that the Act r~dmitted 
only of leasing-that the fee-simple was ignored 
entirely. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD: So it would if you had 
your way. 

TheMINISTERFORLANDS: I am speaking 
of what it is, not what it might have been. Of graz
ing fanns in tbe same year sixty~sixweretaken up, 
en1bracing an area of 2.f2,1-!0 acres, or an average 
of nbout 3,GGS acres to each gmzing hrm. 
This class of gra:1.ing fanner8 are nothing 
in the shape of the large graziers at tell. 
They are small grazing far1ner~ w·ttled in 
country that at present, and for as far ahca<l 
as these leases will last, will not be rcr1uired 
for any other pnrpo~e than gra~ing ; a.nd a rnore 
valuable class of graziers cts settlers in the 
country than these snmll farmers the colony 
could not have. X o more desirable class of men 
could be established in this country, and 
there will be a great many more ,;f them 
as soon as the lands best suited f<lr 
them can be brought within their reach. 
At present we have not been able to get much 
of that land OJlen for selection. I would 
also draw the attention of hon. gentlemen to the 
average nrea of the agricultuml farms w hi eh ha Ye 
been taken up in 188G-HJD acres each. That 
shows that close settlement is gone in for on theo.e 
agricultural farms, aml it may be said that that 
1,122 selections represents 1,122 lma.•i .fide farmers ; 
that is very much mmY, I thiuk, than can 
be said for the operation of nny other Land Act 
in Queensland since c2ueensl:md has been 
Queensland; •tnd the ·,mne thing would be 
in operation in all ].mrts of the colony, 
even as far north as Cooktown. harl not the 
available lanrl there not been p~rtuittcd to be 
entirely absorbed by ,,pecnbtive electm-.s under 
the Act of 187G. l'\ine-teuths d the richest 
lands of the North are owned by men who nre 
not in the colony at all. They did only what 

1887-E 

was absolutely necessary to enable them to ob· 
tain their certificates and get their deeds, and 
there the land is now, in the samP. state of wilder
ness as it was first found. That is the case in 
every small centre of population in the N o;th. 
Selectors will have to go a long way m to 
the back country now, n long way from market, 
and incur great clanger from blacks aud 
every other difficulty. :Even the lands around 
the railways that have nlrettdy been started there 
are in the "bands of men who are making· no nse 
whn.teverof then1, unlessgrazingstockupon the1n, 
which is very often n,1t their own, hut actually 
belonn·ing to" the les,ee out of which the selec
tion ~' ,ts taken. The operation of the Act 
dming the six months of the present year has 
been as successful '" that of the whole of last 
yer~r. \Vhen hon. gentlemen consider how 
little land there is in the populous districts of 
Queen,.;\and that is so situated as to l>e a 
rk·;irahlc ctcqubition to small settlers, I think 
the auwu11t t<-\ken up is smnethiug \Vonderfnl 
within the last twelve months. 

~[r. JJO:'\fALDSOK: l:Lwe you the figures 
for the ]a,t year? 

'l'he 'Yll:\ISTER FOR LANDS: Yes; for 
the 'ix. months end;ng on 30th J nne last, there 
were 523 agricultur:.l f<ums taken up, embracing 
an are:t of 97,420 acres. 

J\Ir. PATTISOX: In what districts ? 
Th,, MIXISTER JWR LAXDS : That means 

an average of lbG;f acres. 
Mr. l'A'l"l'ISOX: In what districts? 
The MIKISTER FOR LANDS: All over 

the colony. I will have a return prepared if the 
hon. gentleman requires it. As I pointed out in 
the first instance, the selection has taken place 
in those p:uts of the colony where there is a 
popnla:tion. 

Mr. PATTISON: Springsnre, I suppose? 
The MINISTER FOR LANDS : For in

stance, there have been 25,000 acres taken up in 
the Brisbane district in agricultural farms. In 
the Ipswich land agent's district there were 
81.000 acn''· In the Tuowoomba district 20,000 
ac~es were taken up, and in the \V arwick dis
trict 21,000 acres were taken up. 'Those are the 
large figureH. 

Mr. P ATTISON: How many in Rockhamp
ton? 

The J\IIXISTER FOR LANDS: Two thou
saml eigl1t hunrlred aml eighteen acres. I may 
tell the House that in those districts very little 
land has been taken np, which is due mainly to 
the fa.ct, as I have already stated, that the lands 
are in the hands of lnrge owners and acquired 
nnrler the Acts of 1SG8 nml 187G, and that has 
abs<>lutely barred settlement. Unless intending 
settlers ciwose to go outside they cannot get land, 
and that applies to nearly every district in the 
colony from the southern border to the North. 
During the "'me time, the first six months of the 
present year, fifty-two grazing farms were taken 
U]J, cmnprir·dng an area of 23G,Dll acl·es, givi!1g an 
tn erog·e of 404 acres to each farm. It w1ll be 
f3cen 'that the n,verage i8 Rlightly greater than 
thnt of la,.;t year, but it i.s of such a moderate 
amount that no hon. mEmber can say that the 
selections were taken up by grasping 200,000-
acre nt"''· I mu't now refer to what the 
hon. ge11tleman said in regard to the appointw 

i ment Lof m1 Under Sccret~'1ry for Agriculture. 
S01nc r~nnark has been rnac.le as to the 'vay in 
which that department is to be worked. The 
Under t-kcretary for Agriculture is intended here 
to work in :t more practical way than is generally 
nnclerstoud by tl: e work that a department of 
that kind would perform in older and more 
~ettlecl countries. That is, it will not be so 
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purely scientific, or so generally scientific in its 
application or working, as it would be in older and 
more settled countries. The Lands Department 
basal ways been under a very great c!itiadvttntage 
in that respect. There has never been any man 
connected with it whose sole duty it has been to 
acquaint himself with the general character of 
the lands open to selection and who could give 
intending selectors that distinct and minute 
direction and information as to the lands open 
for selection and their position, and the ease or 
difficulty of getting to them, which is necessary 
to enable men to determine whether it is within 
their means to go on it or not. It is intended 
that this Under Secreta.ry for Agriculture shall 
especially have that duty under his control, and 
that he shall make himself thoroughly acquainted 
with the character of all the lands that are 
open. He must have maps and plans and e,·ery 
information which can be possibly required 
by any selector-to be able to put his hancl 
upon it at once am! point out what he can 
select, and what difficulties there may be to 
contend with in settling upon that land am! 
making it a paying undertaking. He will 
also have tu collect such information as may 
lJe necessary to assist agriculturists in their ordi
nary occupations. If it is necessary to g·et seed 
or plants fron1 other parts of the colony, or of 
the world, he will be prepared to give all the 
information that is necessa.ry as to the advisa
bility of introducing them, and to assist in 
their introduction. In fact he will be of general 
assistance, and give advice to all agricultural 
settlers. I wish to irnpre" upon hon. members 
that the idea is to give all the information that 
may possibly be required by intending settlers. 

Mr. NOR TON : A clerk in the office could do 
that. 

The MINISTER FOE LANDS: The htm. 
gentleman talks about agriculture, and I suspect 
he does not know one end of a plough from the 
other. From what the hon. member said about 
the Yeulba brm I have not a very high opinion 
of his knowledge of practical agriculture or of 
anything else. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: ·what about the Yeulba 
marsupial district ? 

'l'he MINISTER FOR LANDS: I admit the 
hon. gentleman scored one there, but he has not 
heard the last of that matter yet. The hon. gentle
man did not seem to be in favour of :Mr. JliicLean 
being appointed to the office of Under Secretary. 
I am responsible for making the selection, and I 
am satisfied, from my knowledge of him since he 
was appointed, that he will be able to carry out 
the duties of the ofllce as they ought to be 
carried out. He has got his heart in the work, 
and he is an earnest, hard working man. There 
is not a harder-working man in the Government 
service this day than Jlilr. JYlcLean, and no man 
has a higher sense of the importance of the duties 
he has to perform. I am sure he will be able to 
carry out the work of his office very efficiently 
indeed. The leader of the Opposition objected 
to the appointment of Mr. Rule in his place. 

Mr. JliiOREHEAD : I do. 

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS : He said he 
was put over the heads of lots of older men-he 
did not say better men. Age does not, I think, 
determine a question of a man's fitness for 
particular work. A man might live to be as ol<l 
as Jliiethuselah and yet be unfit for the work he 
was at the whole of the time. J\.Iy idea is to put 
the most efficient man in the office, whether he 
is in the service or out of it. I shall not scruple 
at any time to go out of the office to get a better 
man than can be goG in it. 

Mr. STEVENS0:\1 : Why did you not 
appoint the other man who applied for the 
position? 

The MINISTER l<'OR LANDS: The hon. 
member will have an opportunity to talk pre· 
sently if he will only leave me alone. The run
ning fire of interjections Ly which I am con
tinually interrupted is certainly in very bad 
taste. I never interrupt any hon. gentleman. 
I formed a very high opinion of Mr. Hule 
as a Crown lands ranger, and I looked 
upon him as the most efficient ranger we 
had, and the most reliable man we had in 
the service. That is saying a great deal for 
him, because there is a good de:>! of responsi
Lility attached to that office, and I got an oppor
tunity at the same time of obtaining some 
knowledge of his character for fairnestl. He 
al..-o dit:itinguishe(l hirnHelf as a dividing emu. 
tnissioner, in which position he acted with great 
delicacy, tact, and jndgrnent, and his duty was 
very difficult to deal with as he dealt with it. I 
do not know that it is necessary for me tr 'Deak 
of the appointment to another office of lYlr. 
Thompscm. I do not !mow how he performs the 
dnties of his office, an<l I have no doubt if 
the question is asked of the Minister for vVorks 
it will be very fnlly answered. The :Minister 
for \Vorlcs is not the sort of man to have any 
rnan forced upon hin1 against his wishes or his 
judgment. \Vhat I do know is that, whether 
his decisions as arbitrator be good or bad, the 
Government were wofully and shamelessly 
plundered in railway arbitrations before he went 
into office. l•'or years and years, to my certain 
knowledge, any man who did not get double 
the value of land resumed from him by a rail
way passing through it, showed th::tt he was a 
very great fool indeed. 

l\Ir. ~fOREHEAD: The late railway arbi
trator was appointed by the party now in power. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not care 
who the late railway arbitrat<•r was Ot' by whom 
he was appointed. I was very much amused 
by the hem. member's denunciation of the system 
of education in this country. He said it was 
carried too far and people were over-educated 
and rendered unfit for their positions. That is 
perfectly consistent with the opinions he has 
always expressed in this House. He is the 
repre"entative of a class, the owners of pro
perty, who I admit are of fair intelligence 
in this country, but as the repre."entative 
of that class he does not like to see the 
possibility of a class educated sufficiently 
to tread too closely on their heels. The same 
svirit that prompts the hon. gentleman's objec
tion to higher education also prompts his denun
ciation and objection to the Land Act, for it 
gives opportunities to men, who would otherwise 
remain labourers, of getting out of that position 
and establishing a home and independence for 
themselves. I do not say they have always been 
denie<l that, but the Land Act gives them greater 
facilities for so doing than they ever had be
fore ; and that of itself is 'luite sufficient to 
explain the hort. gentleman's objection to that 
Act. He has never explained it in any other way. 
\Ve hav~ the charge about .Mr. Golden brought 
up every session in the House. Every session 
we are treated to a dose of it specially to damage 
me, as we know the hon. members who make it 
are animated by personal animosity to me, and 
they try to discredit Mr. Golden in that way 
to get at me. \Vhy do they not go straight 
for me without trying to hit me through another 
man? 'l'hat is a sort of cowardice I can have no 
sympathy for. I think that finishes the whole of 
the hem. gentleman's tirade against the Lands 
Department. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Deal with Mr. Paul. 
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I have dealt 
with him often enough, and I leave the hem. gentle
man to deal with him now. The most serious 
charge made by the hon. member for Port Curtis 
against the Land Act was that some man in his 
sparsely populated district, somewhere about 
Raglan, applied for a forfeited selection and had 
some difficulty in getting it. It must be a very 
serious charge in a district where the hon. gentle
man could only get thirty peOjlle together to hear 
him expound his political view,;. I alway,; 
endeavour to meet even a question of that kind, 
but this probably could not be met. 

Mr. NOR TO?\: 'l'he man has waiteil six 
months for an answer and has not got it yet. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I do not 
think the charge is Rufficiently Herious to warrant 
rny dwelling upon it longer. There is a 111nre 
•erious matter than tlmt. The lwn. g-entlemn,n 
in all his ~veeches enJenvonr~ to enlighten the 
public. In his SjJPech >et l\Iount :\[organ, and in 
his speech here last night, he sai<l that the Act 
of 1884 does not admit of a fee-oimple !Jeing 
obtained. 

Mr. NORTON : I did not say so. 
'l'he MINISTER JWR LANDS : I will r:tuote 

the hon. men1 ber's \\~ords. The hon. gEntlenutu, 
ipealdng of the .L\_ct, says :-

"An Act 'vhieh does not deal \vith the fee-simple l>ut 
which simvly leases." 

Mr. NOR TON : Hear, hear l 
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I~ that 

true? 
Mr. NORTO::f: Genemlly speaking. 
The :YIINISTEl:t FOR LA::'\DS : It is 

absolutely untrue. If the hem. gentleman asserts 
that then, he must either be so ohtu.,e as not to 
be able to understand anything, or he intends to 
say what is untrue. 

The SPEAKER: It is r:tuite contrary to Par
liamentary practice to refer to, much less to read, 
the debates of the present session. An. hon. 
member may incident,tlly refer to them, but it 
is quite contrary to practice to read them. 

Mr. NORTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I hope 
you will allow me to say that I do not o!Jject to 
the hon. member referring to anything I have 
said, particuhcrly when the discussion has not yet 
finished. \Vhat I say is that leasing is the nmin 
principle of the Act. I do not say a man cannot 
get a fee-simple under any couditions. 

The PREMIER said: ::\Ir. Speaker,- Surely 
the rule you have quoted does not apply to a 
debate that is not concluded. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Mr. Sveaker,-Even 
admitting that you are right, or that the 
Premier is right, we always allow the Minister 
for Lands any amount of latitncle. Xo objection 
is taken on this side of the House. The fmther 
he runs, the n1ore we get him. 

!\fr. CHUBB : Mr. Speaker,-The Chief 
Secretary is quite right in his contention. The 
restriction cannot apply to a debate that is 
actually unfinished. The 85th Stan<ling Order iB 
quite clear on that point. It se"ys that-

" No member shall allude to anv <le hate of the "ame 
session, HIJOll a qnr-.tion or Bill nOt hcing then nn(ler 
discussion, except by t.he inclulgence of the House for 
personal explanations .. , 

The SPKAKER: It is r:tuite possible I may 
have interpreted the rule in too rigid a sense. I 
have no wish to do anything that will interfere 
with the rights of a member replying in a de11lcte 
which is not yet finished. The 86th St>cnding 
Order providec' that-

" ~o member s:.hall reafl from a printccl uew:-:1mper or 
book the report of any speceh ma.(tc in ParlifLmcnt 
during the same session unless such rqJOrt refc1· to the 
debate then proceeding." 

That is the rule adopted in the House of Corn• 
mons, and the object is to prevent interminable 
discussion on matters not relevant to the ques
tion under consirleration. But as the lYiinister 
for Lands is speaking in defence of his own 
department, I think the rule may be extende~ to 
the hon. member. The House will see that 1f a 
constant reference to Hcmsa}'(l were permitted it 
would give ri>e to a needless amount of dis
cussifJD. 

l\Ir. W. BJWOKES: Mr. Speaker,-I may 
just say a word with reference to the matter ":e 
are now talking about. It seems to me that 1f 
you rule th>et the Hansw·d of yesterday, con
taining a report of the debate now gmng nn, 
cannot be referred to, you put a stumbling-block 
in the way of debate. I really cannot come to 
anv other cnncluBion. If the hon. member for 
l'o"rt Curtio hr~d said he did not think he used 
such an exJn·ession-if he had <lone as the leader 
nf the Oppu"ition did when he came yesterday 
and claimed the indulgence of the House-1t 
would have been perhaps better. :First the 
lea,1er of the Opposition said he never useil 
certain wordK, and then that if he did use them 
he did not intend to do so. \V e let that hon. 
member off very easily, because the hon. mem
bers on either side of me heard him use the word 
thttt he first said he did nut use. 

The PRE!\IIJ~g: l\Ir. Speaker,-! must rise 
to order. To introduce fresh matter into a dis
cussion on your ruling will lead to no end of 
cunfusion. 

l\Ir. MOREHEAD : Mr. Speaker,-Spcaking 
to the point of order, I think-and I say it w.ith 
all due deference to the Chair-that your rulmg 
is not in accordance with Standing Orders 85 
and SG. I think the Minister for Lands was 
perfectly in order in reading from the report c:f a 
debate that is still proceeding. Your first ruln;g 
was in n1y opinion scarcely correct, and In 
endeavouring to modify it you have left a doubt 
which it wnnld be better to at once remove. As to 
the remarks of the hon. member for North Bris
bane with reference to myself I made no speech 
ye,;terday as he said I did, and when I did speak 
l did not use the language he has put into my 
month. 

The SPEAKER : I have no desire to restrict 
the rio·hts of hon. members. J\1y only wish is 
that the rules of debate should be strictly 
adhered to, and the rule I read has been laid 
down by some of the be.;t Speakers in the House 
of Commons. It is quite clear on further con
sideration that under the SGth Standing Order 
the hon. rnernber ''as not ont of order in reading 
the extract from the Hanscwd report of the 
present unfinished debate. 

'l'he :MINISTEH FOR LANDS : I am r:tuite 
content to confine myself to my memory of what 
occurred last night. I have pointed out what the 
hem. gentleman said, and it is not the first time 
the same thing has occurred. The hem. gentleman 
has referred to it constantly aml consistently in this 
House, and his wordK have a certain effect upon 
outside people who reacl his sp.eeches, and w~o 
look upon him as an anthonty, to a certam 
extent, fur the interpretation of the hw. The 
hon. gentleman went on to s>ey last night that a 
gentleman from Sttcnthorpe came to bim, who 
wanted to take up a selection there, and asked 
him why he could not get the freehold of an 
agricultura..l fann. 

Mr. NORTON: I hope the hon. member will 
not misquote me. I did not say the gentleman 
spoke of an agricultural farm. I did not use the 
word " a,gricultural '' at all. 

The J\UNIS'r:El:t 1<'01{ LANDS : There is 
nothing else but agricultural land open in the 
neighbourhooil of Stanthorpe, as a matter of fact, 
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and such being the case I could only conclude 
that an agricultural farm was what the hon. 
member referred to. At all events, I accept his 
word t)1at it was not an agricultural farm; but 
taken m connection with what he said it waH a 
very reasonable thing that I should have asso
ciated it with agricultural farms. 

1~r. NOR TON : You forget what I said about 
agT1cultural farms. Y on omit that altogether. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I do not 
know what his name was, and therefore I do not 
know what hi., application was. 

Mr. NORTOK: The hon. gentleman mistakes 
me entirely. I did not say that this gentleman 
~eferred to a fann of his own; he was speaking 
In general ternls, not of a selection of hi::; o\vn 
but of the leasing principles of the Act. ' 

The MINI?TER FOR LANDS: The gentle
man must be Ignorant of the Act when he does 
not know that he could get a freehold. The 
hon. gentletnan, ho,vever, is continua1ly 1naking 
remarks of the same natlll'e. However, to pass 
on fro.m that. The hon. gentleman pointed out 
last mght tha.t when he made a ,peech at :\fount 
M0rgan he misled the peo]Jle there in what was 
not a very serious matter, but in another that 
wn,s serious he Illi8led them, a,nLl that w~::; with 
regard to free holds, when I m»de an interjection
th~ only interjection I did make. I do not like 
~~1ng i~, Unt I could . not help interjecting, 

rhat 1s not the only m1stake." Now, I should 
expect the hon, member, of all men in the 
House-being a quiet, contemplative man--to 
reflect upon what he intended saying. It wets only 
a matter of fact, and yet he did not state the facts. 
I now refe: to the Timber :Regulations. I am 
only speakmg from memory, but I think that at 
Mount Morgan he told them that the royalties 
cost more. to collect than they amounted to. Now, 
I would hke to know whether the hon. ccentleman 
said that. I believe he did. " 

Mr. NORTON : Not exactly. What I said 
was that the collection of royalties probably cost 
as much as the royalties amounted to. 

The MIKISTER FOR LANDS: Now, I 
wonder what the hon. gentleman meant when 
he said that. If he had even the faintest idea 
of what was being done under the Timber Reuu
lations, he would ha Ye known that there was ~ot 
one iota of trnth in it. I assert that the 
?ollection of those timber royalties has not 
1~1volved an ext~'a cost of. £100 to the country 
smce the reguhLtwns came m to force. That is a 
fact, and the hon. gentleman can call for the 
pnpers and prove it for himself. All the bailiffs 
and rangers n1nst be employed under the I .. and 
Act, or under the Act of 187G, as well as under 
the existing Act, and it is necessary that they 
should be employed wherever land is selected. 
These men are employed in collectin~ the 
royalties, and when they have nothing to d~ they 
may as well be employed in that work, as they 
must be kept to carry out the requirements of th'e 
Land Act. As a matter of fact I say that 
last year the cost to revenue was not £100 
for the collection of royalties, whilst the royalties 
amounted to about £10,000, and that is 
a very great deal n1nre than was aot under any 
other system of working. Even then we have 
not got anything like the amount there ouuht to 
be, as the bailiffs and rangers are not able to 
preve~t themselves being circumvented by people 
smnetnne~. The hon. n1err1ber, in reference to 
the . 'tppomtme~t of the Under Secretary for 
Agr1culture, smd we wanted a scientist. I do 
n<~t t~1iul~ the time has arrived yet when a 
SC!en.tlst m that position would fulfil all the 
r~qmrements of the country. There will be a 
t.une, probab!y, ~y-and-by when the post will be 
filled by a sCientiSt, but at the present time what 

we want is a thoroughly practical farmer, who 
knows land when he sees it, who knows what 
difficulties the selector has to overcome, and who 
will be prepared to give all the information to a 
man before he goes on to the land. The hon. 
gentlem,tn also referred to the Y eulba farm, 
and condemned the action of the Government 
with reference to it. I do not know whether the 
hon. gentleman has ever visited the Yeulba farm. 

Mr. NOR'l'ON: No. 
The Mil'\ISTEH FOR LANDS : I am sorry 

to say that after I became Minister for Lands I 
was about eighteen months or two years in office 
before I visited it; but as soon as I did go to 
look at it I shut the thing up as quickly as I 
could, for the man who selected that with any 
hope of instruc~ing anybody in far1ning or any
thing else must have been a bom idiot. Such a 
hole nu man ever saw in which to attempt to 
start agl'iculture. It was the most hopeless 
place I think I wal' ever in. I never saw any
thing like it. 

:\fr. STEVENSO:'{: Was it as bad as brigalow 
scrub? 

The MI:'{ISTER Ji'OR LANDS : It was 
worse-there was nothing good about it. \V ell, 
that was a legacy from the last Government, 
and I regret very much that I did not visit it 
sooner, and so save the .Jountnr considerable 
expense. The hem. geutleman also referred to 
the pine and other planbtions on Ji'raser 
Island. \V ell, I hlwe never visited them, but I 
have read the reports of the scheme, and I shall 
Imvc the report laid on the table of the House. 
I believe very fair work h>ts been done for the 
amount of money expended there by Mr. 
i\IcDowall and a ranger who lives on the island. 
That man and his son are stationed there in 
charge of the plantation, and they are doing 
good work in extending it. However, I do not 
think there is any necessity for expending money 
in carrying out such a scheme as was proposed 
when it was initiated. There is plenty of timber 
on the Burnett Ranges to supply the country for 
the next fifty years. 

An HoNOt:RABLE MEo!BER : That is looking 
a long way ahead. 
. The MIXISTER l<'OR LANDS : The supply 
1' bemg· contmually replemshed, for, as soon as 
a reserve is shnt up for three, four, or five 
years, the young timber is sufficient to keer• the 
market supplied without anything like a 
sp<tematic cultivation or preservation of the 
young trees throughout all the scrubs of the 
colony. I an1 referring to pine; cedar is slonrer 
growing. I think that covers all points of impor
tance brought forwm'd-if any of them can be 
said to be of much importance-by members of the 
other side of the House. \Vith reference to 
the working of the Land Act, I think e\'ery 
independent and impartial person will 
admit that the working of the Act has been 
very satisfactory indeed. I am very well satis
fied with it at all events. Of course continuous 
misstatements are n'ade from the other side of the 
House. I may refer to the statement made by 
the hon. member for Bowen, who said that the 
Goyernment when they started their railway 
policy stated that the lands of the colony under 
the new system would meet every possible 
demand. 

)fr. MOHEHEAD: The Minister for \Vorl's 
distinctly said so in the House. 

The l\fiXISTER FOR LANDS : I never 
go outside my own department. 'rhe only 
member of the Government who made 
reference to anything of the kind was my 
hon. colleagne', the :Minister for vVorks. He 
said it in this way-it is an easy thing 
to turn a statement so that it will bear a 
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very different cnm]>lexion to what was desired
it was to this effect: that in time, many years 
hence, when these lands by increasing popu
lation had increased in value, they would 
repres,;nt such an income to the country that 
they would meet all the intoro;t on the conotruc
tion of railways. That is what he said. I 
never went so far myself, and l do not think any 
member of the Government did ; but I do claim 
that where the land is leased the State has the 
increasing valne of the land. The land c;m be 
made freehold outside the homesteitd selections. 
Of com·se they have to pay a fair price to mnke 
it freehold, and they have very easy terms so 
long as it continues leasehold. I feel perfectly 
satisfied that with the increasing value, if the 
leasing system is adhered to in all large itreas, 
the country will benefit by it immensely in 
years to come. 

Mr. STEVENSON said: Mr. Speitker,-I 
should think the latter part of the hon. gentlenmn's 
speech would be the most plea~ing· part of it to 
his colleagues; he said he never interferes outside 
his own department. I should fancy his col
leagues must be very pleased to hear that he is 
not going to interfere in any other depart1nent, 
because they know perfectly well that he hits 
done quite enough dan1age in his own. Now, 
sir, I think hon. members on this side of the 
House are rather at a di::-;ad vantage in talking in 
this debate at itll. Almost eYery membm· who 
has spoken <in the other side of the House has 
referred to documents that are not in our pose-;
sion-documents which were bid on the table 
yesterday and which we have had no opportunity 
of seeing-. I say it is most unfair that the debate 
should be conducted on those lines. Hon. 
members on the other side ought to know better 
thitn allude to documents thitt the members on 
this side hitve hitd no opportunity of getting par
ticulars of. Now, sir, like several other hon. 
member,, I will commence and go through 
the Speech, though I do not intend to 
allude to every detail in it. Like other hon. 
members, I lmve no objection to the first 
paragraph, nor t•> the second congratnlating Her 
Majesty on the fiftieth year of her reign. There 
is une point in the next paragraph I do wish to 
[l,lludo to, a.nd that i~ in regard to the Conference. 
I think it is very hard lines indeeu, after the 
Premier has taken the trouble to tell us that th8 
Conference was of so rroltch huporta11ce) tha,t 
im-itations had been sent to the colonic~ to send 
hmne their very best nwn, and that, as he said 
in his speech at the Town Hitll the other night, 
the very best men had been chosen from Queeus
Jancl to go hmnc and tnJ~e part in this Conferenee
I think it i" very hard indeed that we do not 
know what our best men did there. Now, I find 
we were promised by the hon. gentleman himself 
that the whole of what took plac·, at the Con
ference would in due time be disclosed, but from 
the London telegrams this morning I see that is 
not to be the case. I will reitd wluct the hon. 
gentleman said himself when he anived in Bris
bane on the 1st of .T uly :-

"·when the invitation from Her :\[ajcsty's l1l1l10l'ial 
Government first came to the colonies to ::.en cl rcpro
:seutaUve" to the Conference propo~ed t.o be held-the 
first Conrercnce m'cr sug-gc ,,tcd in the hl:-<t.ory of the 
:British Empire-it occurred to him at ouec that it "\Yas 
a very dt>s;irable thing that the Australian colonies at 
a.ny rate should he repre~ented b~Y the very best men 
av,_Lilablc to go there. (Applause.) rrhat opinion was 
conlirmed b~' all those whose opinions he valued in this 
colouy-nnd he had the opportunity of getting the 
advice of those 1vho were best quali1ied to judge.'' 
I do not know whether he went all over the 
colony to find those qualifiet1 to judge; he seems 
to have been satisfied with a very few around 
him. He was satisfied that he hitd the intelli
gence of the whole colony around him. I sup
pose when he consulted himself he thought he 

had consulted the whole colony, bccituse t 
believe that is really what he does think-that 
he is the I Am of Queensland. \V e know per
fectlv wt>ll he does think it; is not he always 
teJJi,]g us what a good boy he is? :No doubt he 
is the best man in Queensland by comparison 
with those alongside him. The h<m. gentleman 
taked very good care never to get a, 1nan along
side him that he does not compare well with. It 
is a contrast, not a comparison, thitt the hon. 
gentleman looks out for. 

''He was sure that from that time to this he had no 
reason to change the opinion he ha cl then formed; on 
the contrarv, he felt he was justified in snying that the 
sncces.-:; that had attehdccl the meeting of that Confer
ence-of whieh the prople of Qneensland had re(~eiYed 
yery imperfect information, but would receive all 
hR'fore lonrr" 
Now, last. night the hon. gentleman told us that 
we were not to receive all, but that so much was 
to be ex]mn<>ed as the gentlemen sitting itt the 
Conference thought fit. \V ell, what are we going 
to know about it? and if we are not to 
kno" all, what is the good of knowing anything? 
\Vhat is the use of our going to the expense of 
sending home the very best man Queen,;land citn 
produce-according to his own idea-if we are 
not to have the ad'vantage of knowing what he 
did there? I have not the exalted idea of what 
was done at this Conference that a good many 
people have; but I think thitt whether 
little or much has heen done we ought 
to know it. The hon. gentleman did not 
give u::J any infonnation as to \Vhat was g·oing 
to be done in Kew Guinea. I believe that some 
grea,t changes are going to take vlace there. I 
hitve heard thitt the Imperial Government are 
going to take X ew Guinea out of the hands of the 
Australian colonies altogether : the hem. gentle
man did not tell us anything abont that. I hitve 
heard that the Hon. 1\h. Douglas is to ue 
re<:ailed, itnd some other person put in his place, 
and th8t he is going back to Tlmr"clay Islliml: 
the hon. gentleman did not explain that. Kow, 
sir, I corne to the next paragraph-

" The disastrous Hoods v. hich occurred in tlJC unrly 
part of the year, ancl which oecasionctl a la.mentablc 
la~~ of lire and property, lmvc retarded to ~omc extent 
the rz>~ovcry of the colony frvm the e11'cct::; of the long
continnecl d1·onght." 
As hits been itlready said in this House, we find 
tlutt hon. gentlemen on the other side of the 
Hon:;e lw,:--e al ,,, ays got an excn:-5e for any 
n1a.ladn1ini~tration or wha,tever reverse:-; rnay 
happe11 to the colonies during their ad
n1inistration. No\Y, as these fiood:-) have been 
put here ~s an excuse for the w<>y the colony has 
gone back, I would voint out that the floodH 
were simply confined to a very small l'"''t of 
the colony indeed-to one district-to the 
Logan district alone, you rnay say. 

Hoxoc:uAllLll l\1E3mEns : Oh, no ! 
1\lr. STEVENSO~: Will ccny hon. gentleman 

tell me where the flood,; did any real material 
damage, with the exceptioi1 of the Logan district 
and two or three miles around \\" arwick ? 

An HoxocRAllLll 1\IE>IllER : Bundaberg. 

::\Ir. STEVENSON : I clmllenge itny h<m, 
gentleman on the other side of the House to point 
out where any real damage was done at Bunda
berg. 

An Ho::wmuDU MEolBEl\: \Vide Bay. 
1\Ir. STEVENSON : Or in Wide Bay. I 

"unply say that it is no excuse at all, becccu:;e 
the floods were confined entirely to one part 
of the colony, itnd the people not only of 
Brisbane, but of the country genemlly, came 
to the rescue and recouped the sufferers for 
any losses they hitd sustained ; so that the 
Government had nothing whatever to do with it. 
If, sir, the hon, the Premier had put in the 
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Governor's Speech that the disastrous comlition 
of the colony had been caused by the drought, 
there would have been some excuse for it. I 
admit that the drought did a great deal of harm. 
I admit that the Ministry are not to blame for 
everything; but I say that at the very tillJe the 
drought was doing the greatest an10unt of hann 
to Queensland, placing the colony in a position it 
could hardly bear up against, when the 
people generally were suffering most from 
it, when sc1uatters had to do every possible thing
they could, when they were n,t their wits' end to 
try and keep things going~~at that very l'eriod 
the Premier allowed his Minister for Lands to 
bring in a Bill calculated to disturb exbting 
interests and put heavier burdens upon the 
people. I say, sir, that the l\Iini;;try have been 
greatly to blame for bringing forward that Land 
Bill at that time. I do not mere how much they 
believe in it, or how much the J\linbter for 
Lands believes in the Geor,;ian theory; I 
say Lhe Premier is to blame for allowinf!: 
his JYiinister for Lands to introduce a Land 
Bill disturbing existing interests all over 
the colony in the way he did. There is no 
doubt that before the drought commenced, and 
even when it was at its worst almost, we had 
capital pouring in from the other colonies and 
going into the pastoral industry ; but the 
moment this Land Act was brought in it 
stopped, and since then we have hac! no outside 
capital coming in from the other colonies. Not 
only that, sir, but the Minist*'r for Lands 
boasted at the time that he would prevent 
capital from coming in. Victorian capitalists 
had largely invested in our country, but 
he said he would bring in an A et that 
would prevent them from bringing any more 
capital into the colony. Do we not all remetllber, 
sir, that when the schedule was brought in it left 
out the southern part of the colony ; and do we 
not also remember that the hon. gentleman, 
when he was asked and made under pressure 
from this side of the House to say why he did 
bring the southern portion into the schedule, gave 
as an excuse why he hac! not done so that he did 
not want New South \Vales men to come in and 
take up the country? Tlmt is nice encourage
ment for settling people on the land. I 
do not suppose that we want to keep 
people from the other colonies from coming here. 
I always understood that it would be a guod 
thing to induce people to come into the coluuy 
and invest their money here w that they mi;;ht 
1nake ~ome for thmn:-;el \·es and clo good tu 
the colony as well. 13ut admitting that the 
long and disastrous drought has done great 
harm to the colony what have the Government 
done to try and make things better? Have they 
tried in any possible way to lighten the burdeus 
of the people during that time? I say no, 
sir. Inst~'ld of endeavouring to clo so they 
bnmght in a Bill which made those burden' a 
great d<,al heavier than they were before. I shall 
allude to one measure, sir, which is 'lnite 
sufficient to show how the Premier and his 
Government tried lo lighten the burdens of the 
p,eople during the time of that severe depreosion. 
They brought in a Payment of J\Iembers Bill, 
reimbursing, as they called it, them their 
expenses-giving the fifty~five members, except 
the eight Minioters who were not to be paid 
anything, payment to the extent of £200 
a year. At any rate it was a matter of some 
£7,000. That, sir, may look a very small thing, 
but I look at the principle of it. I know that 
some hon. members looked upon it as such a 
monstrous thing at the time that they did not 
appropriate to themselves the money that was 
due to them, but spent it in another way-gave 
it to hospitals and other institutions, so that 
the Government had to pay double, £2 for every 

£1, of the sums that were paid in those instances 
for the expemes of members. I simply say, sir, 
that at the time of the great deprelSsion to 
which reference is made in the i::ipeech the 
Prernier mi:;ht, a.t any rate, have left that 
rneasure alone until a n1ore convenient sea~ 
Hon. Now, sir, we come to that part of the 
Speech which deals with the Land Act-the 
great success of the Land Act. I am very sorry 
the Minister for L:tnds is not here. He is 
alway,; cur enough to run away after he makes 
his ~l'eecb, because he never can face anyone 
opposed to him. 

l\Ir. ALAND: Mr. Speaker,-! rise to ask 
yonr ruling, whether the hon. member is in 
order in calling the .Minister for Lands a cur. I 
should nGt luwe noticed it if the Minister for 
L"ncls had been present. 

'l'he SPJ~AKER: The hon. member is cer
tainly not in order in doing so. He must 
address a member of the House by the constitu
ency he represents. 

:\Ir. ST.EVENSON : Even if it is true, Mr. 
Speaker? 

The SPEAKER : That is a 'luestion the 
Chair caunot answer. To address a member of 
the House as a cur is decidedly unparliamen
tary. The rule is tlmt a member must address 
another member by the cunstituency he repre
sents. 

Mr. STEYEXSON : I did. not say he 
was a cur. I said like a cur he always 
left the House wh~n he knew anyone was 
g-oing to refer to any speech that he had made. 
If it. would have the effect of bringing him into 
the House, I would call l1irn a cur again, sir, 
if you would allow me ; but I will not. I think, 
at any rate, when a ..'IIinister of the Crown gets 
up in this House and makes a speech, he ought 
to have the courtesy to listen to those who have 
to reply to him. I am sorry to say that the 
Minister for Lands is not the only culprit in that 
respect. I wtts very sorl'y to see the Premier 
last night, after he had tmtde hi." speech, 
when the late lcttder of the Oppo~ition, the 
member for }'ort Curti", got up to reply to 
him, deliberately walk out of the House, and 
he never came into it the whole time the hon. 
member waR replying. I think it waR most 
diocourteous. There nmy be only a few of us on 
this ,ide ; but I do not Hee why we should be 
treccted with marked dic<respeet, and l consider 
in re}.!anl to the Pre111ier's action-I do not care 
nbout myself-~in treating the late leader of the 
Opposition as he did it was treating the hon. 
gentleman with contempt, and no Premier has 
nny bu~iness to do that, bo\vever high he rnay 
be, or whether he has eeen the Queen or not. I 
must refer to another part of the Speech, which 
says :-

"I am glfv1 to note the large and increash1g demand 
for l<tlHl Inr oecnpatiou by b0wi fide settlers. My 
"JU1Ji:<..tcrs arc deevly scnE-ilJlc of the importance of 
enconragiug agl'ieult uralset tlement, l:;y giving increa~ed 
faeilitie"' to lntcuding selectors for acqniring full 
inforwation a,._ to the nature and quality of lancl open 
for OC(~nvation, alHi lJy assisting in the collection and 
diffusion of practintl knowledge a~ to the profitable 
cultivation of the soil. -with this object, I have, in 
anticipation of your sanf't.ion, autholised the establish
ment of a Department of J.gricnltnrc, under the charge 
ot the .\Iiuister for I>nblic I.Jtmrb." 

As I said at the commencement of my speech, 
we members on thi" side of the House are 
certainly at a disad\'antage in replying to hon. 
members opposite, through their having more 
information than we have. \Ve have to debate 
this 'lnestion from figures we get from the other 
side of the House, and I do not think they will 
do much good. Even taking the lYlinister for 
Ltmds' figures to-night, we know perfectly well 
when he brought in his Land Bill that th~ 
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principle was purely leasing; that the land was 
not to be alienated in any possible way; that 
nobody was to get freehold under anv circum
stances whatever. But under J>re"''mre ·from this 
side of the House--

The MINISTER EOR LANDS: No, no! 
Mr. MOREHEAD: And assisted by those 

on the wing of the l~overnment side. 
1\fr. STEVENSON : Yes, and assisted by a 

few independent members on the other ~;ide of 
the House, certain facilities were afforded for 
those who wished to acquire freehold. i\1" ow, 
the JYiinister for Lands gets up and, knowing 
well that he does not believe at all in anyone in 
the colony acquiring freehold, he tells us that 
the number of selections under the agricultur>Ll 
cbuses is 1,122. Those 1,122 selectors, as you 
know, Mr. Speaker, have the opportunity of 
making their at·e>Ls free holds. Under the le>~sehold 
clauses how many selectors have we? \Ye h>~ve 
sixty-six. Those are the figures of the hon. 
Minister for Lands--this Georgian man who 
does not believe in freeholds at all. He has 
admitted to-night that under the clause forcecl 
upon him by this side of the House he had 1,122 
selector8. Does not that disclose a nice 8tttte of 
affairs? I see the Treasurer smiling. I know 
perfectly well that he only wishes that the 
Minister for Lands h_ad been at Kingdom come 
or had had a seat m the upper circle before 
he came into the Lower House. \V e all know 
perfectly well that the great inducement 
to pass the Land Act was that we were to get 
revenue from it to pay the interest on the 
£10,000,000 loan. It was to be raised at once 
too; but we have had nearly four years at this 
busmess now, and where is the revenue? 'rhe 
Treasurer says, "\Vhere, oh! where?" That 
hon. gentleman has a very different idea about 
it now. This is what the Treasurer said at the 
time:-

" It mtty therefore be freely admitted that the rapitl 
1)rogrcss made by the country in the pa~t ·will be largely 
augmented and stimulated by the present loan policy, 
nncl as with the encouragement of immigration and 
lancl settlement, llOpnlation and produetion mn~t 
largely and rapidly increa~m. the angmented charg-e for 
interest distributed over four or fho years hence ·will, 
I am assured, be provided without any apprccialJle 
_pressure.'' 
\Ye know perfectly well what the Minister for 
\V orks said ; we know perfectly well he went to 
\V >~rwick and told them that if they diu not re
turn members who would pass this L~nd Aet 
they would never get that £10,000,000 loan, 
and there would never be any money spent. 
That hon. member said in the House :-

"I am very ganguine that if this Bill bccomr-,';( law, we 
shall in the beginning get at least four limes the 
amount ot' rental we are getting now, and it would be 
hard to tell what the amount is lilwly to be in tivc 
years' time." 

It is nearly four years now, and what have 
we got? The Treasurer has got an empty 
exchequer. There i,; >tn empty Trea,m·y, 
nearly half-a-million deficit, and the hon. 
gentleman has to live on the overdraft now. 
However, I believe that they are looking to the 
future and ai"e preparing to meet bad times-to 
meet this deficiency. They are preparing a new 
Insolvency Act, which, I think, is wr~ntecl. 
Going on further, about the land business, we 
are told by the Minister for Lands tu
night that we were to hear a ITreat many 
things about misstatements ma~le by the 
hon. member for Port Uurtis and the leader 
of the Opposition. I did not hear that the 
hon. gentleman contradicted very much. He 
referred to a certain farm at Y eulba ; but he 
knows as well as any me m her t•n either side of 
the House that that farm was merely an experi
ment which was brought into existence simply 

by the people of that part of the country, who 
wished to test what the country would do. 
The Ministry were told over and over >~gain 
that the comitry was fit to grow this, that, and 
the othel", and the Minister for Lands at the 
time simply wished to find out for himself what 
the country could produce. Notwithstanding 
what the Minister for Lar:ds sttid about that 
particular country last night, there are hundreds 
of thousands of ttcres of the same class of country 
which, if this had been a succrss,might have been 
brought UlJder tbe same class of cultivation. The 
hon. gentleman told us t')·night that whoever 
evolved the idea of that farm out of his mind 
was a born idiot. \Vhy, sir, the present 
Minister for Lands is not fit to blacken the boots 
of the man who was :Minister for Lands at that 
time. The :Minister for Lands who caused that 
farm to he brought into exiKtence had more 
knowledge of Queensland and of every in
dustry connected with it than the present 
Minister for Lands, notwithstanding the fact 
that the Premier appointed him because 
he thought he had a fine knowledge of the 
country. Ctmcerning this new department that 
has been created, we h>~ve been told that the 
Under Secretary a)>pointed to it has great ex
perience. The Minister for Lands tolcl us he 
wanted a real bushman, who knew every bit of 
the countrv, and who would be able to give infor
mation to every man who came for it. I have a 
very grecct respect for Mr. 1\IcLean, who, in a 
position he is fitted for, would no doubt be a very 
g·ood man and an hone,t man, but I do not believe 
that he has any 'llCh knowledge as is claimed for 
him by the Minister for Lands. How can any 
man, unless he has visited the whole of the 
colm.1y, give such inforn1ation to anyone who 
may call upon him? There seems to be a differ
ence of opinion on this subject, even on the other 
side. The hon. member for Carnarvon told us 
that Mr . .1\IcLGiln had dono his best to sit on 
every selector who applied for land. He said :-

,,A certa.in amount of dissatisfaction has been 
CXIJressed about the working of the Land Act by 
persons who really did not know 'vhat they were 
talking about. I mn not alluding to hon. members on 
the opposite side of the House, but to persons outside, 
'vho have lately had business to do ·with the JJands 
Department. i: venture to say that a great deal of 
that can be traced to the unpopular and indiscreet way 
in 'vhich one omcer in the c1epartmcnt--

3Ir. :\loRE HEAD: The }finistcr for Lands? 
:Jfr. FoxTox: :Xo: ~lr. 1\IcLean has been in the 

habit of (lealing with selectors. He i~ probably· an 
cxeellcnt ofliccr, but he has an unfortuuate knack of 
falling foul of everybody with whom he comes in 
contact. 

This is the man who, we >~re told, is fit to give 
every information that may be asked of him, 
and to point out to >Ill intending selector the very 
spot he wants. However, there is no necessity 
for us to ask what the hon. member for Carnarvon 
thinks about it. \Ye know very well that Mr. 
:\1cLean has no experience of the country. 
Beyond the Logan >~nd Moreton districts he 
knows nothing. I believe his name is a by
word in the district around Ipswich, where he 
is simply called "Dutton's detective"; conse
quently, I do not see any very great advantage 
that is going to accrue to the colony by the 
appointment of Mr. McLean as Under Secretary 
for Agriculture. The Minister for Lands also 
alluded to his friend, 2Y1r. Golden. I h>~ve pointed 
out a good many times already in this House 
that Mr. Golden has been a very expensive and 
inefficient officer for the Government. I remem
ber a case l conducted myself in the Land Court, 
where I made that gentleman admit in the 
witness-box that he simply arrived at his deci
sions from what he was told by the lessee of the 
run and what he saw on the maps. That is a fact. 
There was a certain place marked off as "scrub'' 



56 Address in Reply. [ASSE;viBLY.] Address in Reply. 

on the map, and I asked him if he knew how 
much scrub there was, and whetber he went 
through the scrub. He said he had never gone 
through the scrub; and then I asked him, "How 
do you know how much scrub there is then~" 
He said, "I took what the lessee said, and I 
saw what was marked on the map." To show the 
incumpetence of that gentlem>tn, in the case I 
spoke of-which was Rosalie, of which the Hon. 
J. F. iYicDougall is lessee-the recommendation 
of the cmnmid.-:;ioner was certainly reversed by 
the Land Board. \Vhat did the Minister for 
Lands do in that case? After a certain time he 
gave notice that the case should be reheurd 
before the Land Board. Mr . .:\lcDougall had 
to come clown country again, and he asked me 
tQ appear again for him, which I did. Mr. 
l\fcDougall brought down his witnes,;es, the 
Land Court sat at a certain hom, and on a 
certain day ; \Ve were all waiting for ~mue one 
to appear on behalf of the l\Iinioter for La!l(h;, 
and at last .Mr. Hume, the Under !:lecretar·y, 
appeared, and informed the Land Board that 
the Minister for J,ands declined to ,;o any 
further with the case. That was all that was 
said, and the happy thought occmred to 
me tlmt often occurs to lawyere, to see 
whether I could not get expenses on behalf 
of :iYir. 1\IcJJougall. I did so, :md the 
Land Board granted expenses, amonntiug to 
some £14 or £L3. That was because the :\linis· 
ter for Lands sutnn1oned lvitnes:-:es to cmnc 
down, and then sent the Under Secretary to tell 
the board that he declined to go any further in 
the case, showing that the hon. ger1t.Jemrm had 
himself come to the concltmion that Mr. Golden 
was wrong and the Land Board right. That is 
the kind of man whom the J\linister for Lands has 
appointed to an important office in the State. 
I say it is disgraceful. He declined to tell w; 
anything at all about another officer, }fr. \V. 8. 
Paul, another friend of his, who was recalled to 
Brisb«ne to explain his conduct up-country and 
was allowed to go back again. Now he is obliged 
to go altogether. \Ye are not to have any infor
mation about this ; we are simply told that :\lr. 
Paul is to go. 'fheso are the men who have been 
appointed by the hon. gentleman to admiuist,,r 
the Land Act. I clo not know that I need ><ay 
anything further in reg<trd to the Lands 1Jepart
ment. I am only sorry the l\Iinister fur Lando 
was not present to Jh;ten tn the remad<:s I made 
before he came into the H<'uso, and I hope that 
in future he will not be w thin-skinned as always 
to run out of the House when any member gets up 
to reply to him. The pamgraph abont the 
state of the public financo.s is closely con· 
nected with what I h>we been cmmnentins· upon; 
and I have no hesitation in saying that the 
present unsatisfactory state of the pub tic finances 
is owing to the failure of the Lrmd ~.\et, and I 
daresay the Colonial Treasurer knows perfectly 
well that he would have been in a much better 
finmrcial position if that unfortunate .Act had 
never been passed. \Vhen special attention is 
drawn in the Governur'l:l Speech to the nnRatis
factory state of the public finanres it is c/it;
appointing to find that we do not get the 
Rlightest intimation, either frmll the Kpeech 
itself or from the Colonial TrPctsurer, how the 
deficit is to made up. 'fhe Trea"trer ong·ht 
certainly to tell us before making his :Financial 
Statement; indeed, he ought to have given us 
some idea, in his speech last night, how he 
intends to meet the deficit. There is another 
paragraph in the Speech, which has been alluded 
to by several hon. members, and on which I 
need not dwell at any length. I refer to the 
paragraph with re,;ard to separation, and which 
runs as follows :-

"A petition for the di¥ision of the colony was last 
year )Jreoentcd to the Administrator of the Government, 

and fonctr<lefl to tho Sccrctarr of State for Her 
Jla:est} 's con~illerntion. Her ..\I;tjcsty, however, llas 
uoL lw _'ll wh~: •Cll to giYc 1 ~feet to the wi~hes of the 
l~eiitioneP~·. I belie Ye that the mea~ures to 'vhich I 
have jnsL. rcfHl'l'Cll willl)IJ fonwJ to rem m 0 all reason~ 
alJlo g,Tounds tor anY rene\'ml of this movement." 
Altl;-ouo·lr I do n~t mvself believe in septtration, 
and am~ not likely to" SU/Jport it, 1 say that t_his 
is n <listinct admission that the northern portiOn 
of the colony ]m; not been fairly treated in co~
parison with the southern portion. \Vhere rs 
the nece"ity for et par;tgraph like this if due 
justice had been meted out to all partres of the 
colony alike? But it is a fact that the northern 
part of the colony has been very bnclly treated 
tJy the pre..:;ent ~Iiuistry, and I sincerely trust 
tllc,y will bring in some measure which will effect 
an alter·ation in that direction. The Premier 
ht·'t night, as usual, told us how good he had 
been, am! so forth, and how he h11d always tned 
to do everything to oatisfy the intelligence of the 
people of the colony as . far as the N :'rther_n 
question was concerned. Of course he rarsed Jus 
old cry al1out black labour. \Ve know perfectly 
well thatheli ~~son that cn'. He is in power at the 
present time, entirely thr:ongh the black labour 
qnestion. 

The l'HE:\:IIER: X o. 

Mr. STJ<;VEKSOK : I repeat that he is in 
power at the present time throngh th~ blac.k 
labour question, and he never speak,; m tlns 
House, in any imvortant debate, without bring
ing it in. He lives on it, and makes th~ people 
belieYe that he i.> entirely opposed to thrs bla?k 
labour. :So he may be, but I am perfectly satis
fied th<ct if lw is it is silll]Jly to suit his own pur
poses. Howe.-er, he knows perfectly well that 
at the present time it take,; a little more than that 
to keep him in power, and that in many portions 
of the colony bbides the K orth peovle are not 
so Yery cnthusiaotic about him now. He has to 
bring a good many influences to bear to keep 
him>;clf in bis pre"ent vosition. i\lany of Jus 
supporters are getting rather luke-wann, and he 
has a great deal of trouble to keep some of them 
along.-:;idc of hjnl. I notice there have been a 
good many cro."-hench members lately; they 
are moving du\\'11. To Rhow smno of the 
inflnmlC''" he ha,; lwd to bring to be:or I neetl 
only r·ermtrk that lw has had the \Voolcocks, or 
lJnkocks, nnd the fs;"tulUelt.~, and all the others 
runninC( up all(! down; and even the K~lletts. 
Bnt th._ey hunted that gentlmnan £tt VYarwick ; 
they would not have him. 

)fr. KELLET'r: They were frightened of 
him. 

J\L·. STEVEXSO::"\ : lint the hon. gentleman 
haK not only brought Lo'\~·er House n1en into 
}Jlay, but S<JIUe of the t;"" pper Hou:3e rnen a.s \V ell. 
I have undcr,tood, :me! I believe it has 
l>e"_;u as a principle both at hotne and 
in the th~tt nimnbers of the Upper 
House :;honlcl nut interfere in elections. \Ve 
are supposed to look up to them to a certain 
extent, and they arc suppo.,ed to have no pre
judices and to take no oicles in politics, and to 
confine themselves to correcting· mi,;takes that 
may have been made in the Lower House. I am 
going to read a letter written by a member of 
the Upper House. It is supposed to be a prh·ate 
letter, lmt the geutlemau to whom it was 
addressed sent it along with a re<JUest that I 
shoulcl make what nNe of it I might consider 
necessary. It is as follows :--· 

"\Yickha.m terrace, 
"Brisbane, l7tll July, 1887. 

H DEAR 11A'l', 

"I sec that ronr name i~ attached to the reqnisi
Oon a~l\:illg ::Hr . ..:lilan to .stand as member for 1.Varwick, 
aiHl pre~mnc that yon lHLYe enrefully considered how 
his return as an Oppotiiition member is likely to affect 
the passing of the Railway Rill, whiclr was thrown out 
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by the Council last session-! mean the Bill authoris
ing the construction of the railway from \rarwick to 
St. OeorgC'. As you are doubtles::; a\Yare, this Bill only 
passed the A~scmhly by one vote, the mem1Jers of the 
Opposition votiug a:j'ainst it, and :o;ome of the Go\-crn
lnent supporters abo. rrhe diilicnlty experiencl:d by the 
Govermncnt in getting the Bill through the Assembly 
goes to shmv pretty clearly that it was principally the 
]JeNJonal influence of the ~\linistry who carried it, if an 
Opposition member is returned for "\Yarwick the hands 
of the )!liniolry will be much weakcnccl, as their sup
porters will feel free to act as they choose in the matter. 
Under such eircumstances, therefore, the Bill \Vill in
evitably be thrown out, and the ·warwick aud St. 
Gcorge Hail way, 'vith the cia recta, relegated to the dim 
future. Such beiug the case, I tllink you will cleo~rly 
see wbi.ch course would best serve the interests of 
Warwick and district. 

"Yours sincerely, 
"\V. F. TAYLOR.'' 

This is the man who moved the Address in Reply 
in the Upper House yesterday. Now there is a 
postseri pt :-

n P.S.-Jf it was a pm~suaal matter only, I would pre
fer }fr. Allan, but, t'or rea:;ons stated, ~Iorgan is d.e
cicledly the most likely to advance the welfare of the 
town and district. 

"W.P.T. 
"Keep this prirate." 

\Veil, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman who received 
this simply said: "Darn Dr. Taylor and his 
private notes; take it and make what use of 
it you like." Now, it seems to me that this is 
written at the dictation of some Minister. 

Mr. GRI::Yn;s: Mr. Speaker,-! rise to move 
as a question of privilege that the letter be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. MO REREAD : Mr. Speaker,-The letter 
has been read now. If the hon. gentleman had 
taken that exception in the first instance, before 
this very intereoting revelation had been finished, 
I could have understood it. It has been read 
now, and the name has been given of the writer; 
and the person to whom it is addressed, no 
doubt, would not object. I do not see why it 
should be laid on the table of the House ; if I 
were the hon. member I would tear it np. 

Mr. KELLETT: Mr. Speaker,-! am sorry 
that a letter of that description should have 
been read out in this House--

The SPEAKEH: The hon. gentleman can 
only speak on the point of order. 

Mr. KELLETT : I was about to ask whether 
it was ad visttble that it should be laid on the 
table of the House. A letter of that deBcription 
-a private letter-was never read in thi" House 
since I have been a member. 

1Ir. W. BROOKES: It is a breach of confi· 
deuce. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman having 
read the letter, it will appear in l£emsan2 to
morrow morning. It re.~ts entirely with the hem. 
member whether he lays it on the table of the 
House or not. 

The PRE1IIER : The rule is that a document 
must if required be laid on the table of the 
House-if any hon. member claims it. 

Mr. :MOREHE.AD: ·with all due deference 
to the -Premier, that objection should have been 
made earlier. I think myself that the letter 
ha,ving been read without objection, and the 
f[uestion not having been raised before the letter 
was concluded, and the House being fully seized 
now of all the information contained in that 
letter, the House should have nothing more to 
desire. I think it was a very interesting letter, 
and one which redounds very little to the credit 
of the gentleman in another place who wrote it. 

Mr. KELLETT: Mr. Speaker,-"\Ve could 
not raise the objection till we heard the letter 
read; but after having heard it, I think there is 

a most serious objection to its having· ever been 
read. I hore such another letter will never be 
read in this House while l am a member of it. 

Mr. GRBIES: J\Ir. Speaker,-I think it is 
our privilege to have the letter laid on the table. 
I am anxious to see it, ancl other members around 
me are anxious to see it. \Ve cannot tell whether 
the hon. gentlemen read that letter fairly ; he 
may have intended to read from the paper, and 
really not have read what was in it. I think we 
ought to have the privilege of looking over that 
letter to see if it was re,td out correctly. 

The SPEAKER: I have already ;mid that 
the letter being a private document it is entirely 
in the option of the hon. member to lay it on the 
table or not. I will read what "1\Iay" says on 
the subject:-

"A l\linister of the Cro,vn i::~ not at liberty to read or 
quote from a, despaLeh or other State paper, not before 
the House, unless he be prepared to lay it uyon the 
table. rrllis rc .. traint i::; ~imilar to that rule of evidence, 
in courts of law, which preventt5 counsel from citing 
documents which.have noL been vroduced in evfdcncc. 

. . . On the 18th :\lay, 1865, t,he Attorney-General, 
on· being asked by 1\ir. Pc nand if he ·woul<l lay 
upon the table a written statement and a letter 
to 'vhich he had refened on a 1n·cvious day in answer
ing a (lUC~tion relative to the Leeds J3a.nkrnptcy Court, 
replied thut he h~Ld umlle a ~tatcment to the House 
upon his own rcslJOnsibilit,y, aud tllat the documents 
he had referred to lJeing priYatc, he could not. lay them 
UllOll the h~blc. Lord R. Cccil con tended that the 
papers, having heen cited. should be prOlluced; but the 
Spe~~ker declared that this rule applied to tmblic docu
ments only." 

I do not think I could C[Uote anything more 
strongly in support of the ruling I gave. It is a 
matter entirely within the hon. member's own 
right whether he lays the letter on the table or 
not. 

Mr. W. BROOKES: Mr. Speaker--

The SPEAKER: Unless the hon. member 
witihes to dispute the ruling of the Chair, no 
further discussion can take ph1ce on the subject. 

Mr. \V. BROOKES : I was only going to 
support what was said by the hon. member for 
Oxley. \Ve have been told we ought not to have 
allowed the letter to be read, nor would that 
letter have been allowed to bo read if we had 
known it said at the end "Keep this private." 
There has been a bre:wh of gentlemanly honour 
so1newhm·e. 

Mr. KATES : Mr. Speaker--

The SPEAKER: There can be no further 
discussion. The hon. member for Normanby 
has possession of the Chair. 

Mr. STEVENSON : I have simply to inform 
the hem. member for Oxlcy that I will gratify his 
suspicious nature "J far as to tell him that I have 
read the letter exactly as it is written, and if he 
thinks that I ha Ye made a mistake in reading it, 
and that he can read writing better tlmn I can, I 
am quite willing to show him the letter. 
As far as keeping it private is concerned, I think 
the gentleman who got the letter was per
fectly right. He declined to have his inde
pendence interfered with even by a member of 
the Upper House ; and he sent thic; letter round 
and said, "JUake what use you like of it," 
simply to show the influence at work to keep the 
present Government in power; to show the 
influence the ten-million loan had bad in the 
country ; to show that the electors are frightened 
to put out a supporter of the Government, and 
are frightened to put in members who will 
oppose them, simply because they are afraid 
they won't get the money spent th:1t wtts voted 
for their railways. Kow, sir, how was that 
railway not passed by the Council? Simply by 
the action of the very member who wrote that 
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letter, who failed to appear at the time he was 
w~nted. I am not very sure that he was not 
br~bed to stay away to prevent that railway from 
bemg passed. 

Mr. W. BIWOKES : Mr. Speaker, is that in 
order? 

Mr . .S:r'EVENSON : I am simply expressing 
my opnnon. 

M!·· \V. BROOKES : Is the word "bribed" a 
parliamentary term? 

Mr. STEVENSON: \V ell, I will withdraw 
the word "bribed," because the hon. "entleman 
does not like it ; and I will say this, Mr. 
Speaker, that I am not very sure it was 
not by arrangement that that hon. gentle
man :vas not there to pass that rail way. 
Now, ~Jr, I shall tell the House and the people of 
WarwJCk, t~nughHnnsr~rd, what likelihood they 
have ?f gettmp- the \VarwJCk to St. George railway, 
notw1thstandmg that they have been frightened 
into putting in a supporter of the Government. 
I have no doubt he is a very good man · I do 
not objec~ to see him in his place here to~night, 
not the shghtest. I feel sure that he will make 
a very good member; I have no feelin" a"ainst 
him whatever. At the same time I shall teli him 
and the pe?ple of War:vick what chance they 
have of gettmgthe \Vrcrwwk toSt.George railway, 
and I have. no doubt that you, l\I,:. Speaker, 
fully appreciate the remarks I am making. In 
the absence of the hon. member for Balonne in 
England, I was asked to introduce a deputation 
to ~he r:ostmaster-Genm:ai, for the purpose of 
askmg lum to grant a bJ-weekly coach between 
\V.arwick and Goondiwindi, and what do you 
tlunk .the reJ?IY was from that hon. gentleman? 
He sa.Jd h~ d1d not think he would be justified in 
grantmg rt, as the present traffic would not 
warrant him in doi_ng so. Now, sir, that is the 
very route over whJCh we were asked last year to 
construct a railway, and yet we find one of the 
members "!f the Government actually stating to 
a deputatiOn that he would not be iustified in 
granting a bi-weekly mail. · 

Mr. KATES: I rise to a point of order. Are 
we disc1~ssing the vV arwick ~o St. George rail way? 
There IS nothmg about 1t in the Governor's 
Speech. 

Mr. 1\IOREHEAD : I think, sir, you have 
already ruled, no later than last night, that in 
the ?ebnte on the Address in Reply tt great deal 
of d1 vergence nucy be allowed to hon. members. 
The point to which the hon. member for Nor
manby is speaking is one of the '"rea test im por
tan?e to the colony. It is conc~rning the past 
pohcy of the Government-a question that is 
bound to be diScussed when the Address in Replv 
is before the House. • 

The SPEAKER: As I said last nio-ht the 
question of th~ adoption of the Address i~ Reply 
to the Ope1:mg Speech op~ns up very wide 
ground for d1scusswn. I thmk that the hon. 
member is perfectly in order. 
~r. STEV:ENSON: I do not object, sir, to 

the mterruptwn of the hon. member. I simply 
say that if the country will return members to 
t~e House fo~ the purpose of passing the \V ar
WJck to St. George Railway after what the Post
master-General told that deputation-that he 
would not be justifie? in granting a bi-weekly 
coach because the traffic there was not sufficient
we have come to": pretty pitch indeed. If they 
return members sm,ply for the sake of getting 
the money spent I am afmid they won't get it. 

Mr. KELLETT: They have returned one 
already. 

Mr. STEVENSON : They would not listen to 
yo~1. You went off next worning by the train 
qmckly. 

Mr. KELLETT : I did all my work before I 
left. 

Mr. STEVENSON : The ho!!. member, Mr. 
Kellett, tried to speak at Mr. Morgan's meeting, 
and they howled him down. 

Mr. KELLETT: Of course, the curs on the 
other side. 

Mr. STEVEJ'\SON: They would not listen to 
him, and he went off next morning, leaving the 
Bulcocks and others to look after the business. 
He was not game to speak any more. 

Mr. KELLETT: I am always game. I never 
found a man of your crowd who could put me 
down. You tried it. 

Mr. STEVEJ'\SON: J'\otwithstanding what 
Dr. Taylor did in the upper House, and all that 
the hon. member for vVarwick, Mr. 1\Iorgan, can 
do, I am afraid there is not much likelihood 
of the \V arwick to St. George railway passing 
for a good many years to come. I was 
called to order by the hon. member for 
Oxley and the hon. member for J'\orth Bris
bane for using- the word " bribery" in connection 
with Dr. Taylor. \Veil, sir, I am not going to 
say he was bribed, but I will now ask the 
Premier-considering the prominent position this 
hon gentlemau takes in electioneering matters, and 
the prominent position he occupies in the Upper 
House-how much he got for that health report 
he wrote-for that trip to England ? \Vill the 
hon. gentleman tell ns that? We cannot find it 
by figures, or in the Estimates. It was not 
shown in the Estimates last year, and I think 
the hon. l.(entleman refused to give us the in
formation before. I should like to know from 
some member of the JYiinistry whether Dr. 
Taylor was paid for that report or not. 

Mr. DONALDSON :He is trying to make up 
for lost time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Oh ; he's only the ninth 
part of a man. 

Mr. STEVENSON: I think I have said 
enough, Mr. Speaker, about the Warwick to St. 
George railway. I see that even the hon. mem
ber, Mr. Aland, looks pleasant about it over his 
spectacles. 

Mr. ALAND : All right. 
Mr. STEVENSON : I am not going to take 

up the time of the House any longer. I am 
sorry that I have given hon. members the trouble 
of getting up and interrupting me so often, but I 
cannot help it. I hope that the times of pros· 
perity alluded to in the Speech are in the near 
future for us, and that we shall have no more 
drought and no more floods for many years to 
cmne. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-I have very 
few words to say, and in the first place I do not 
think the House can congratulate the hon. m em· 
her who has just 'at down upon the speech he 
has made. 

Mr. PATTISON: The country will. 
Mr. ALAND: I think the hon. member for 

Blackall is rather too fond of these interruptions. 
Mr. P ATTISON : That is a matter fur 

myself, sir. 
Mr. ALAND : 'rhe hon. member says that is 

a matter for his own consideration. 
Mr. PATTISON: Yes. 
Mr. AI,AND: I maintain, Mr. Speaker, that 

it is a matter for the comideration of the House 
and for you, sir. \Vhen the hon. gentleman has 
been in the House as long as some hon. members 
here assembled, perhaps he will learn some good 
manners. 

Mr. P.ATTISON: Not from you; certainly. 
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Mr. ALAND : I trust, sir, that before the 
session is closed someone who is perhaps able 
to teach him manners, if I am not, will do 
so. I was saying that the hon. member for Nor
man by is not in good form to-night. I do not 
know that I ever listened to him with a greater 
feeling of uneasiness than I did this evening. 
Generally he is pretty sparkling, but I suppose 
it was the absence of his enemy, the Minister for 
Lands, tha,t seemed to throw him out of his usual 
form this evening. The hon. gentleman has 
made reference to one or two matters that 
I shall take a little notice of. First I should 
like to express my opinion of the conduct of the 
hon. gentleman and his friends in bringing a 
private letter before this House. I do not think 
it reflects credit upon "Dear Pat" or upon the 
hon. gentleman who read it. If "Dear Pat" 
did not like the advice Dr. Taylor gave 
him, the best thing he could have done was to 
have torn the letter up and taken no notice of it. 
Dr. Taylor must have been on very friendly terms 
with this person to address him as " Dear Pat," 
and certainly "Dear Pat" might have returned 
that friendship by keeping the letter tu himself. 
The hon. gentleman has also seen fit to make 
certain remarks in reference to the \V arwick 
election. He did not say anything about the 
Moreheacls and the Stevensons taJcing part in the 
Warwick election; he could talk about the Bul
cocks and the Kelletts, and the rest of them ; 
but he said nothing about himself and his 
p~rtner, Mr. Morehead, going to vVarwick armed 
w1th '!' whole posse of Courier newspapers th<tt 
contamed that garbled account of the welcome 
that was given to the Premier on his retum 
from England, and scattered them throughout 
the country. 

Mr. STEVENSON said : Mr. Speaker,-That 
is untrue. I tell the hon. gentleman that I took 
no part, nor did Mr. Morehead, in the \V arwick 
election. I never distributed a paper with any 
speech of SirS. W. Griffith's or anything else. 
I never took the slightest intere.~t in the 
\V arwick election from the day I hettrcl Mr. 
Horwitz had resigned. If the hon. gentleman 
does not like to take my word he has very little 
idea of what the word of a gentleman otight to 
be. 

Mr. ALA)[D : Of course, when the hon. 
gentlenmn talks in that wtty, I am bound to take 
the hon. gentlentnn'H word, ttllfl I believe now 
that the report which wa, furnished to me was 
not true. But the report that I had was to the 
effect that the Cow·ier newspapers were distri
buted through the agency of JYiesBrs. Stevenson 
and Morehead. 

Mr. STEVENSON : Whoever told you that 
told you a downright lie. 

Mr. ALAND: 'l'he Cow·ier contained the 
report of the welcome received by Sir S. \V. 
Griffi.th in Brisbane, and the e-.:pression accom
panied by the distribution of the Co·w·ier was, 
"There, you see what Griffi.th is thought of now." 
Of course I have to accept the statement of the 
hon. gentleman because I did not know it of my 
own personal knowledge. 

Mr. f3TEVENSON: Why do you not accept 
the statement then, and say no more about it? 

Mr. ALAND : The hon. gentleman wishes to 
give credit to his side of the House for an 
altm·ation which was made in the Land Bill 
making freeholcls possible as well as leasing 
lands. That has been denied by this side of the 
House before, and I am going to deny it again 
to-night, I say more. than that; the hon. gentle
man knows perfectly well that the Bill as it was 
first presented to the House contained the 
principle of the sale of the freehold ; he knows 
:verfectly well that in the Bill as at first intro· 

cluced agricultural farms could be made free
holds. It is true that the Bill then contained 
no provisions for the homestead selector, and I 
am willing, ::VIr. Speaker, to give that side of the 
House part of the credit for the introduction of 
those homestead clauses; but .I am not going 
to give them credit fo,- the whole of it. I will 
say this, JYir. Speaker; that the Government 
were made acC]_uainted with the wishes of 
members on this side of the House on that 
point long before Mr. Black, who, I think it 
was upon the other side, drew attention to it. 

Mr. NO ETON: No; I did. 

Mr. ALAND : The object of the Act of 188-1, 
I take it, was to provide for settlement upon 
grazing areas. It had long been the acknow
!edged weakness of the former Act that 
persons coming here with a little money, 
more or less, were not al>le to go into the 
pursuit of pastoral occupation. It was always 
acknowledged that the paetoral tenants of the 
Crown had a real monopoly of the lands, and 
that anybody wishing to eng11ge in the same 
pursuits had not the slightest chance of doing 
so. The Land Act of 1884, I am glad to know, 
has at all events thus far provided for that 
deficiency. \Ve find that there have been sixty
six grazing selections taken np, and that there are 
sixty-six selectors which it was impossible for us 
to get under the Act of 187G. I am a consider
able admirer of the Act of 187G, but to me it 
was always a weakness that a person wishing to 
eng-age in pastoral pursuits could not do so 
under it. The hon. gentleman has also referred 
to that paragraph in the Speech concerning the re
dress of supposed grievances in the northern parts 
of the colony, but he has forgotten to tell us 
that if there were grievances existing in the 
northern part of the colony they were existing 
during the time the previous Ministry held 
office, and that ever since this Ministry came 
into power the northern part of the colony has 
received a far larger apportiunrnent of the public 
money, both loan and otherwise, than it re
ceived before. Hunning my eye through the 
Governor's Speech, I see the first paragraph 
alludes to the fiftieth year of Her Majesty's 
most happy and prosperous re,ign, and the 
Governor's gratification at observing the hearty 
manner in which the peopla of Queensland 
joined in the general rejoicings. Rightly 
or wrong·ly, I a111 one of those who take 
exception to the money which was expended hy 
the Government over the illuminations. It is 
true that it was only £700: but when we ha.-e 
an empty exchequer, l think we ought to tak~ 
care of even so small an amount as £700, because 
I couple this expenditure of money with another 
action of the Government which took place just 
about the same time. A proclamation was 
issued ordering two days' public holiday to all 
Government employes. They dismiosed them, I 
might say, from their work on those two days. 
Nolensvole11sthey had to take rtholiday upon those 
two clays. They were not allowed to enter upon 
any work in which they were engaged. So far 
as the Civil servants were concerned, it made no 
difference to them. They got their holiday and 
they got their pay too. But take the case of 
the working men in the colony in the employ of 
the Government. ::\Ien \\·ha were receiving os. 6d. 
or 6s. Se!. per day were compelled to lose two 
days of their work at the time of the jubilee. 
Now I think that was rather hard. It is mak
ing the working men pay for showing their sense 
of loyalty, and it would have redounded more to 
the credit of the Government if, instead of 
spending this money in the illumination of this 
building and other public lJuildings, they had 
allowed these men to have had two days' holiday, 
and have paid them for it. When a man i3 only 
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earning 36s. a week, and has to support a wife 
and family, it is hard to tell him to take two days' 
holiday and havetwochtys' pay deducted. It strike' 
me that it h poosible tlutt a man's loyalty might 
be rnther diminished by snch a proceeC\ing as that. 
I do not think that loyalty is to he gauged by 
the spending of money on outside ohow. After 
all loyalty is a feeling of the heart, and is not 
to be gauged by the amount of money which is 
spent in any ostentatious mnnner of that sort. 
I admire the way of keeping the jubilee adopted 
by one of the private firms. They did not illu
nliuate their builcl.ings, but spent a great deal 
n1ore rrwney in relieving the wants of H0111e lJOor 
people. If we go down to Melbourne we find 
that a number of warehousemen, instead of illu
minating their premises, su hscribed some £GOO 
or £800 fur the relief of the poor. I hope the 
Government will see that those men ttre paid 
their wages fm·those holidays, for I do not see why 
the wages of a man earning lis. Sd. a clay should 
be stopped any more than those of a man getting 
£600 or £700 a year. If one is paid the other 
should be paid also. I fully agree with the 
action taken by the Premier in going to the old 
country to attend the Conference, ::tnd I am con
tent to wait to know what the Premier did whilst 
there until the documents are received from home. 
\Vhen we do receive them I think we shall find 
thttt the Premier's ttbility shone in the old 
country quite as much as it shines in this colony. 
I hardly like to express nn opinion upon "the 
establishment of ::tn additional squadron for the 
defence of the floating trade in Australasian 
waters ttt the joint expense of the colonies," but 
I confess to a feeling of this sort : that 
we are at the present time paying too much 
for gold lace, silver buttnns, and all the 
pageantry and pomp of war. I cannot but 
feel that in a small colony like this, not 
likely, I think, to be interfered with by 
hostile powers, to keep up the pag~antry of the 
Defence :Force is almost more thttn the colony 
should do. At the same time I dissent from the 
views put forward by bon. gentlemen opposite 
when they say that seeing that the trade between 
the cohmies and Englnnd is smnething like 
£17,000,000:1 year-I think th::tt is the amount 
mentioned~-

:Mr. NOR TON: It is more than that. 
l\Ir. ANNEAR: £17,000,000 is the value of 

the imports in 1883-G from Great Britain to the 
colonies of Anstrabsia. 

l\Ir. ALAND : It does not matter whether the 
::tm<mnt is .1::17,000,000 or £70,000,000 for the 
purpose of my argument. If I import a parcel 
of goods from borne it is certainly to the benefit 
of the per.,nn from whom I order them, but it is 
al"<) to my benefit to ordeJo> them from that 
per•,on or I would not do so. I do not expect the 
persons send.ing me goods to insure me the RnJe 
delivery of them; they insure the goods at home 
but they clmrge me with it. vVe do our trade with 
the old country rather tlmn with other countries, 
not from a feeling of love and loyalty for the old 
countr-,\', but because we believe by so doing we are 
doing the be;t we can for ourselves. \Vhat did 
the Government do the other day? They ;ent to 
Germany to Krnpp for iron because they could 
by so doing make a better hargain for the colony 
than by trading with England for the same 
article. So that if we trade with England it is 
for us to see that we protect the goods coming to 
us, and if it is deemed advisable that 
we should htwe a squadron for our pro
tection we should certainly pay a fair share 
for its maintenance. It appears to me that 
the Opposition will ignore the real cause 
of the depression which has exi.sted, and 
which has hardly yet passed away from the 
colony. The depression is due largely to the 

drought of some two years ago, but we had 
coupled with the drought the fact that the vttlue 
of pastoral produce had sunk to such a price as 
it had not reached for many years before. That 
was the secret. It was not the Land Act, and 
it was not really so much the drought as it was 
.the serious depreci::ttion in the value of pastoral 
produce which c::tused the prevailing depres
sion. '!.'hat value is now increasing, am] hence 
we are having sornewhat of a return of pros
perity, and I trust to see the hope ext•ressed 
in that direction in the Opening Speech fulfilled. 
It is of no use me1r.bers on this side of the House 
ignoring the fact that the colony owes much and 
will do for many years yet to the pastoml interest 
for its prosperity, and if the pastoral interest 
suffers the whole colony will suffer very materi
ally indeed. The Government have promised~-

Mr. DONALDSON: The Warwick railway. 
Mr. ALAND : Have they? 
Mr. MOREHEAD: Yes, and you will vote 

for it, I expect. 
Mr. ALAND: This is the paragraph I wanted : 
'·The public finance.-. have, hov;-evm·, not escaped the 

natural consequences of the long-continued adverse sea. 
sons. lJutlscenoreason to donbtthatwitllcarefnladmin
istration they will shortly exhibit their usual ~atisfactory 
condition. In the meantime strict economy will be 
ne~essary, and the J~stimates of Expenditure have been 
framed on that basis." 

I do hope that this is more th::tn a mere expres
sion, and that it is not merely put into thE' 
Governor's Speech because it is generally done; 
and because every Speech has something in it about 
economy. I trust that this really means that 
the Estimates have been framed upon a strictly 
economical basis. I do not know exactly where 
the pruning-knife could be put in. I was tttkingthe 
trouble to-day to look over the Estimates 
for the last seven or eight years past, and 
it is astonishing to see how they have 
gradually risen from year to year. There 
are, of course, several things which may be 
expected to rise in the Estimates, such as the en
dowments to divisional boards and municipa.litie;,;, 
As the colony incrEases these endowments grow 
larger, but the time is cuming wlwn these endow
ments will have to be considerably reduced, but I 
trust not this session. I think, and I have always 
thought ever since I had a seat in this House, that 
the Civil Service of this colony i; considerably 
overn1anned. I went into one office not very long 
ago, and as the head of the office was not in I 
waited. I saw two clerks there for a whole half
hour doing nothing. I do not know whether 
there wtts no work for them to do, or whether 
they were not disposed to do it. Certainly it 
was near luncheon time, although I believe that 
under the existing regulations only the heads of 
departments are supposed to leave the office 
during the luncheon hour. There is :1 good deal in 
what the hon. membedor Bowcn said ttbout this 
Civil Service conunisBion. I think something in 
that direction might be done, and that :1 
con,iderable weeding of the Ci,-il Service 
might take place. There are no doubt several 
merchants in the colony whose returns in a yom· 
are over half-a-million of money, and if they 
\vere to carry on their busine.s.s on the sa1ne 
principle that the Government carry on the 
government of the colony, they would very soor. 
find themselves in a state of bttnkruptcy. I 
think the service of the colony can be carried on 
in :1 far more economical manner than it has 
been. I do not know whether the Attorney
General, in his speech, said a word in favour of 
himself. I do not suppose he did. I was rather 
pained to hear the leade1: of the Opposition make 
the remark he did with reference to the Attorney
General, although, of course, the leader of the 
Opposition does not mean a good deal of what he 
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says; and he has been out of the colony, and 
does not know whether the Attorney-General 
has tried to do good or whether he has tried to 
do harm during the last twelve months. I am 
sure that the Attorney-General, as long as he has 
been a member of this House, has never tried to 
do any harm. He has tried to do good, at times 
with success, and at other times unfortunately 
perhaps with failure. 

Mr. DONALDSON: That is very qualified 
praise. The Attorney-General may well say, 
"Save me from my friends ! " 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Does the Attorney
General remember what he said about me? I do 
not forget it. 

Mr. ALAND : But the hon. mem!Jer should 
forget it. I maintain that the colony has not 
had so good an Attorney-General for many 
years past. vVe have had some very ornamental 
ones, but we have never had one for years past 
who has done his work in so conscientious and 
thorough a, manner as the gentleman who now 
occupies that office. He bets not let the work 
slide ; day by day the work that comes into the 
office is attended to. He does not stay in Bris
bane and pay a barrister so much to attend cir
cuit. He goes himself and does theworkwhichhe 
thinks he conscientiously ought to do, seeing that 
the country pays him for his services; and it was 
a very unkind remark fur the leader of the 
Opposition to make. Bnt then he has attacked 
the members of the Government all round, and 
spoke of the leader of the Government in not 
very complimentary terms. But as I ,;aid just 
now we all know the leader of the Opposition, 
and he does not mean half he says. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS on the Government 
side: Question ! question ! 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Mr. Speaker,-I know I 
have no right to speltk--

The PRE:iYIIER: Order ! 
Mr. STEVENS: I beg to move the adjourn

ment of the debate. 
The PREMIER : As far as I can understand 

there is no desire on the part of hon. members to 
prolong the debate. 

Mr. NORTON: You should ascertain the 
wishes of hon. members. 

The PREMIER: I have endeavoured to 
ascertain the wishes of members on this side, and 
I have consulted with the leader of the Opposi
tion, and the result we arrived at was that there 
was no desire to prolong the debate. I believe 
that to be the feeling of the House, and I there
fore trust that we shall be able to finish the 
debate to-night. 

Mr. MO REREAD: Mr. Speaker,-I rise prin
cipally to say that there are several members on 
this side of the House who are anxious to speak, 
who represent large constituencies, and who have 
a right to have their O]Jinions ventilated and 
sprehd throughout the colony in the same way as 
those who have been more fortunate in speaking 
ear1ier. Every consideration onght to be given 
to them by the Premier. I will also take the 
opportunity to comment upon a certain remark 
personal to myself made by the hun. member for 
Toowoomba (Mr. Aland) with respect to the late 
election at \Varwick. That hon. member, I 
have no doubt, is an admirable lectnrer, and 
certainly as a phonctical speaker I have never 
listened to anyone better in this House, not even 
including the OolonL:tl'l'reasurer. He has been kind 
enough to say of me that I took an active interest 
in the Warwick election. Now, there is not one 
scintilla of truth in that statement of the hon. 
member. I lrft for Sydney the morning im-

mecliately after the hon. the Premier arri vecl in 
the colony. I passed throngh \Varwick, and 
stopped at a place I have near Stanthorpe, 
and went on from there overland. I remained in 
Sydney some few days, and came back here by 
sea. I never had any communicati•m with 
Mr. Allan either in writmg or by telegram from 
the time he starte&-as a candidate for \V arwick 
to the time of the election. Neither directly 
nor indirectly had I any communication with 
that gentleman, nor up to the present tune have 
I had one word or line from .:'.Ir. Allan. I 
think the h<m. gentleman ought to be sure when 
he gets np in his pharisaical way to thank God, 
as I have no doubt he does in his J ireh, that he 
is not a8 other 1nen a.re ; he should, at any rate, 
ascertain whether the statements he makes are 
facts, not that I suppose, Mr. Speaker, that it 
would interfere very much with :wy statement 
the hon. member might make. 

Mr. ALAND: Mr. Speaker,-'l'hc hon. mem
ber for Balonne always spoils himself before he 
sits clown. If be, in a temperate manner, had 
just denied what I have said, I should have 
accepted his stcttement. However, sir, I pass 
over any other remarks he chose to make. 
Pharisaical or not, I think myself to be as good 
a man as he. I do not go any further thn,n 
that ; in every possible way I think myself as 
good a man as he. 

Mr. KATES: Mr. Speaker,-There has been 
~o much said to-night about the electorate of 
\V arwick, that I cannot allow this opportunity 
to pass without making a few remarks. A letter 
has been read to-night by the hon. member for 
Norman by, written by JI/Ir. 'l'aylor. I think it was 
a very sensible letter, and gave the people of 
\V arwick sensible and good ad vice. 

Mr. STEVENt:lON : Do not ask the Speaker's 
ruling on that subject. 

Mr. KATES: Whether Mr. Taylor as a mem
ber oft he Upper House was j ustifiecl I cannot say. 
The letter itself was a good one. In the interests 
of the country it was desirable that Warwick 
should return a Ministerialist. I myself gave 
the electors that advice from the platform. Mr. 
Allan in his address touched upon nothing else but 
the \Varwick to St. Ge01·ge line. He said, '' If you 
return me, I have enormous influence on both 
sides of the House-in the Upper Chamber and 
the Lower Chamber-and I can get you the rail
way." I told them on the platform, that from 
the remarks tlhtt had been made by the gentle
men opposite last year, they were not likely to 
chan"e their minds, they were not likely to eat 
their "words, and he most likely would not get one 
of them to support him in connection with the 
Warwick to St. George line. But 1\Ir. Allan said 
his influence was so gre:tt on both sides that he 
was quite sure he had only to make his appear
ance in the Honse and the \V m·wick to St. George 
line would pass. I cannot say anything about the 
hon. leader of the Opposition. 

:Mr. MOREH:EAD : I assume the hon. mem· 
ber will take my word. 

Mr. KATES: I take the hon. gentleman's 
word, became I do not think he was in the 
colony at all. \Vhoever this " Pat" is, I do not 
think it was very <liscreet on his part to send 
clown the letttr. I should like to know from 
whom the hon. member for Normanby got the 
letter-whether he got it from " Pat " or some
body else. 

Mr. STEVE:i'\SON : I will tell the hon. 
member from whom I got the letter, and that is 
from a man who refused to be nncler the influence 
of a member of the Up],er House, a man who 
has some political independence and who refused to 
receive a letter trying to influence his vote, but 
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put in a private way so that he could not disclose 
the writer. But tlie g-entleman who received the 
letter took it as a political letter and not as a 
privfLte one, and, therefore, handed it over to 
his friend to treat it as he liked. I am not going 
to tell the House who received the letter, but he 
was a gentleman, at any rate, who refused to 
have his political independence interfered with. 

Mr. KELLETT : Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
know what countrymm1 the hon. member for 
Normanby is, but usually he would be thought 
to be an Irishman by his speech--not in any 
other way I hope. ·when he says that he will 
tell us who was the writer of the letter, and then 
sits clown without telling us at >tll, it is an Irish 
bull. But then some of these Highlanders have a 
little bull about them, but it is very little, and 
this was an exceptional case. There i):; not niuch 
fun usually with a Scotchman, but this was 
about as funny an entertainment a;; I have heard 
for some time. "\Vith reference to tlmt letter, I 
am glaLl tn have an opportunity of calling atten
tion to the fact that during the short time I have 
been in Parliament I have always thought that 
we in this Hou;e should not allude to gentlemen 
in the hig-her Chamber in that way. 

An HoxouuABLE ME>IBEI\ : Higher? 

Mr. KELLETT : I do not say it is higher, 
but it is supposed to be higher. "\Ve are not sup
posed to allude to them in the way they have been 
alluded to this evening in this Chamber-such 
as having received bribes. I w'1s most astonished 
that our Speaker, who, I believe, has been as 
good a Speaker as we have had in this House as 
far as knowledge of his work goes, did not call 
the hon. member to order for alluding to mem
bers of the other Chamber as having received 
bribes. I sat here and I seemed glued to my 
seat. I was trying to get up, but I was 
astonished that you, in your position as Speaker, 
did not call attention at once to this most 
unusual thing-a thing which I do not believe 
was ever done in this Chamber before. 

Mr. NELSON: Mr. Speaker,-Irise to a point 
of order. Is it constitutional for an hon. mem
ber to get up and impugn the Speaker on a 
motion upon which we can move no amendment? 
If he impugns your ruling, sir, I think there 
ought to be a motion to that effect. I simply do 
this to assert your right, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is not 
impugning 1ny ruling; n1y ruling on that ques~ 
tion was not asked. \Vhen the hon. memher for 
Nornmnby charged a member of the Upper 
House with bribery, the question of order was 
immediately raised by the hon. member for 
North Brisbane, Mr. "\Villiam Brookes, and the 
hon. member withdrew the remark at once. 

Mr. STEVENSON: I never charged a mem
ber of the Upper House with bribery. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member did not 
make a charge, but he made use of the word 
'' bribery," and that was challenged immediately 
bv the hLm. member for North Brisbane, l\Ir. 
William Brookes. The hon. member at once 
withdrew the word, so there was no necessity for 
the intervention of the Chair on that occasion. 
The Standing Order is pretty clear, and I would 
have put it in force at once:-

,, Xo member shall use offensi\e words against either 
House of Parliament; nor ag-ainst any statute, unless 
for the purpo."e of movmg for its rept''al." 

That is clear, and I would take care that such a 
charge as that should not be made. 

Mr. NELSON : I beg your pardon, l'llr. 
Speaker, but my point of order was this~that 
the hon. member was impug-ning your conduct. 
Re said that you, as Speaker, ought to have 

intervened. He was finding fault with yourself; 
be said he was astonished that you did not inter
fere to prevent some remarks being made. I 
think he had no right to say that unless he was 
prepared to bring forward a motion that the 
House disagreed to your ruling or your conduct. 
There was nothing at all with reference to the 
Upper House, or anything of that sort, the im
portant point heing that the remMks were 
applied to yourself. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I coincide with every 
word that has fallen from the hon. member who 
has just sat clown. The hon. member for Stan
ley distinctly stated that he was glued to his 
seat-that he was so astonished at your not 
rising, sir, that he himself could not rise to the 
occasion. You yourself, sir, said you would 
take care that no insult was offered to any 
member of either House if you knew it, and 
yet what did the ·:Vfinister for Lands do to-night? 
He most grossly insulted a member of the other 
Chmnber, by using language I never heard 
used in this House before, and you did not, sir. 

Mr. KELLET'r: .Mr. Speaker,-I am sorry if 
I have in any way offended the dignity of your
self, which I certainly did not intend to do. I 
am sure that I used no words that would lead 
any sensible man to think that I intended to do so, 
but there are members so obtuse that they really 
do not understand "Queen's English." Sometimes 
they do understand it, and at other times 
they do not wish to understand it, and they 
would like in that way to make a disturbance, 
if possible, on this side of the House. I 
am usually very mild in my statements, as you, 
sir, know, but there are some thing-s that strike 
men as not advisable in an assembly, where we 
are called upon to discuss such matters as we are 
to-night. I did allude to this matter of a mem
ber of the Upper House being mentioned, 
because I was led to believe that we were not 
to speak disrespectfully in this House of 
any hon. gentleman of that Chamber. vVhat 
my opinion personally may be about that 
Chamber is quite another matter, sir, and if the 
time comes when I have to express that opinion, 
I shall do so in a very distinct and clear manner; 
but to-night is not the occasion. With regard to 
the letter that was read to-night, I do not think 
that any gentleman who understood propriety
! am trying to put it in a very mild way-would 
have attempted to read such a letter. A remark 
was made by an hon. member to the effect that 
when a statement was made by a gentle
man it ought to be accepted. Now, sir, 
I think that if we did away with the 
use of the word " gentleman " it wouid 
be very advisable. There are many persons 
who do not know what "gentleman" means; 
and in the same way we use the word "ladies" 
too often. If we go to a registry office the lady 
there will tell you she has several " ladies " who 
will act for yon as housekeeper, or cook, or in 
any other position. In the same way not 
nineteen-twentieths of the people of Queensland 
know what a "gentleman "means, and I hope 
for the future we will not nse that name at all. 
vV e are " men and women." There are some 
good men here, but plenty of them were 
not reared up in my time to understand 
what "gentleman " means, and consequently I 
have thought for many years that we should not 
use that term at all. \V e are sent to Parliament 
whether we are free selectors, or ploughmen, or 
farmers, or pick-and-shovel men, to represent 
men of that class, and we are all men here; there 
are no "gentlemen.': 

HO:'ifOURABLE MEiiiBEHB: Oh, oh I 
Mr. KELLETT: There may be some, but it 

is not always the man who has been 
born and bred a gentleman who is a "gentle-
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man." Some of the greatest scoundrels and 
blackguards were born and bred "gentlemen," 
and there are others who were not so born and 
bred, but who have used the brains given to them 
and soon found their way about and established 
themselves as gentlemen. Here we a.re all free 
men sent to this House to represent certain dis
tricts, and we do not want any of these remarks 
about being considered ''gentlemen." \Vith 
regard to the adjournment of the debate, I think 
every hon. member who wishes to speak on the 
Address in Reply should have an opportunity of 
doing so, and therefore the debate should be 
adjourned. 

Mr. KORTON said: Mr. Speaker,-!think, 
notwithstanding what has fallen from the hon. 
member for Stanley, that I shall be following 
the usual vmctice of the House if I speak of 
the Chief 8ecretary as the hon. ''gentleman." 
·with regard to the use of that word-there 
are a great many gentlemen who are not 
ordinarily spoken of as such. I have found 
atnong the working classes rnen who are 
distinctly gentlemen, and I do not shun the use 
of the word. The question before the House is 
the adjournment of the debate, and I under
stand that there are three or four hon. 
members on this side who wish to speak. 
I do not know what took place between the 
leader of the Opposition and the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government, but 
I am quite sure that the hrm. gentleman will see 
the advisability of adjourning, rather than leave 
out members who httve any desire to address 
themselves to the Speech. It has been usual upon 
occasions like this, when there are large subjects 
to discuss, to allow the fullest freedom in connec
tion with the debate. I think, therefore, that 
the Premier will not be departing from any 
practice if he acquiesces in the proposal made to 
adjourn. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! ask 
the permission of the House to speak again. I 
am surprised to hear that several members on 
the other side of the House want to speak. I 
had a conversation with the leader of the Oppo
sition, and we can1e to an understanding, ad far 
as we could, that the debate should close this 
evening. I myself communicated personally with 
every member on that side of the House, except 
one, and they informed me that they had no 
desire to speak. 

Mr. NOR TON : They may have changed their 
minds. 

The PREMIER : \V ell, in that case, there is 
no desire on the part of the Government to 
close the debate abruptly, but I regret that 
no communication was made to me of the desire 
not to do so. I took the only means in my 
power to see if we could finish the debate to
night ; but if there is a desire on the part of 
some hon. members to speak-of course, I do 
not think we ought to adjourn for one only
there will be no objection on the part of the 
Government. 

Mr. PATTISON said: Mr. Speaker,-I differ 
from the Premier. I did want to know for other 
reasons whether this debate was to close to
night. I put a question to the hon. gentleman 
and received no distinct reply, but was told that 
it might close to-night. It is not only one 
member; there are a number of us upon 
this side of the House who want to speak. 
Therefore I see no reason for closing the debate. 
For myself, I shall have a few words to say. 
I will not take up the time of the House for very 
long with the remarks I wish to make; but they 
will be to the point. I am not going to be put 
down, as was attempted to-day, first by the hon. 
junior member for North Brisbane, who requested 
the Speaker to '' sit upon me," to use the hon. 

gentleman's own term ; and then afterwards by 
the hon. member for Toowoomba, Jl.1r. Aland, 
who delivered a lecture to me. I will have a 
word or two to say to those gentlemen to
morro\V, 

Mr. W. BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker, I 
take the earliest opportunity I have had of 
expressing to the hon. member for Blackallmy 
regret for having said what I did. It conveyed 
my meaning, but in a rude manner, I admit; 
therefore, I trust the hon. gentleman will not 
bear me any anilnosity. 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
the request is very reasonable. I do not intend 
to address the House myself. I never had any 
intention of doing so. There have been quoted 
to us some documents, by the Minister for Lands 
and others, that we have never received, and 
some hrm. members may possibly want to con
sider them. In that matter the Government 
have taken a very unfair advantage of us. Had 
we had these papers before us we might have 
finished the debate to-night. I think the reque~t 
of my friend, the hon. member for the Logan, IS 
very reasonable, on that ground alone. 

The PREMIER : I have already said the 
Government have no objection. 

Question--·That the debate be now adjourned
put and passed. 

The PREMIER moved that the resumption 
of the debate stand an Order of the Day for to
morrow. 

Mr. l\10REHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,
! think it is only fair to the Premier if I 
endorse 'tll that has fallen from him. My own 
idea wa~ that we would finish the debate to
night ; my intention was that it would be 
finished to-night; and I hope that those gentle
men who have something to say will get through 
it before dinner-time to-morrow. There have 
been a lar,sevariet;v.of newnHittersintro\lucecl il!-to 
the debn,te since I spoke to the Premier, whiCh 
have protracted it; but at the time I, as it were, 
arranged matters with the Premier, I did so, fully 
in the belief that the debate would be finished 
to-night. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURNMEKT. 
The PHE:NIIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 

that this Honse do now adjoum. After the 
formal business to-morrow we think it will be 
more convenient to conclude the debate npon the 
Address in lteply before we proceed with the 
Address to Her Maje~tty. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjoumed at sixteen minutes past 

10 o'clock. 




