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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Thunday, 2.5 No-uvnnbe1·, 1886. 

Administration of Rriti~h Xew Guinea.-Suspension of 
Standing Ordcrs.-\Varwiekto St. Gcorgc Raihvay.-
3Iessage5:. from the r~egislativc Assembly-Building 
Societies Bill-South Brisbane Mechanics Institute 
J.Jand Sale BilL-Error in )iessage.-Gladstonc to 
l~undaherg Railway.-1,Varwick to St. George 
Railway.--~1otion for Adjournment..-}icssages from 
thP Legislative Asscmbly-British Companies Bill 
:No. 2-G-old Fields Homestead Leases Bill-cmn
mittce.-Adjournment. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN took the 
chair at 4 o'clock. 

ADMINISTRATION OF BRITISH NEW 
GUINEA. 

The POSTJ\1ASTER-GENERAL, in mov
ing-

1. rrhat this House, having had under considerrttion 
the draft pl'opo:-;alfl for the future administration of 
British Xew tluinea, ngrecd to by the Goven1meuts 
of Xew South Vt-ales. Vietoria.., and Queensland, at 
Sydnc~-. on the 28th April, 1HH6, as ~et forth in a letter 
addressed by the Chief Secretary to Ili8 I~xcellcncy the 
Administrator of the Government, on the 20th .l\iay, 
1886, laid upon the table of the House, on the Hth of 
July, 1886, approves of U1e said provosals. 

2. That an a<ldress be presented to His Kxcellency 
the Administrator of the Government informing him 
of the foregoing resolution. 
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-said: Hon. gentiemen,-I am quite unable to 
make any o~ervations with respect to the motion 
that I am now moving, and I believe that it is 
unnecessary for me to make any, or to ITi ve in
formation on the subject. I am quite su;e every 
hon. gentleman is as fully conversant with the 
subject-matter of this motion as I am myself
as conversant with it as anyone in Australia. I 
hope, therefore, that there will be no difficulty 
in adopting the motion ; it is an affirmation of 
the policy which this country has adopted quite 
recently in regard to New Guinea. 

Question put and passed. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL, in mov

ing-

That during the remainder of the session, so mnch 
of the Standing Orders he suspended as will aclmit of 
the passing of Bills through all their stages in one 
clay-

said: Hon. gentlemen,-I said yesterday after
noon, in giving notice of this motion, that it 
would only operate in respect of two Bills which 
I then named. 

Question put and passed. 

WARWICK TO ST. GEORGE RAILWAY. 
The POSTMASTEH·GENJmAL, in mov

ing-
That the report of the select committee on the pro

posed railway from \Yarwick towards St. Ge01·gc be now 
adopted-
said: Hon. gentlemen,-I think it has never 
h»ppened before in this House that the repre
sent»tive of the Government should have h»d so 
important a duty devolving upon him as that 
which I am about to undertake with respect to 
the motion standing in my name. I believe 
that Queensland, up to the present time, has, 
in all its relationship with the other colonies, 
never come into contact in the matter of 
jealousy with respect to recovering; or filching 
the trade of any colony. We beheve,-when 
I say we, I mean those who are identified 
with the progress of this colony, and those who 
have made their homes here-those who have been 
mixed up in the intricacies and responsibilities 
of business in this colony, those who have fami
lies and those who have settled here, and look 
upon the colony as their permanent home,-I 
say that we believe that it is our duty to conserve 
the trade of Queensland, to the west and the 
borders of our territory, for Queenslanders. I 
think there will be few, at any rate, in this 
Chamber, who will not at once assent to that 
proposition as a sound, although it may be 
said, a selfish, proposition. Is it desirable that 
we should stand aloof-that we should tamely 
submit to the policy that has been adopted 
in New South vVales of running railways 
to our border to get the trade that has for 
many years been in the possession of the port 
of Brisbane and the port of llockhampton ? In 
support of the latter statement I wish to affirm 
that much of the trade of the south-we,tern por
tion of the colony of Queensland was clone by 
Rockhampton, and I think my hon. friend, Mr. 
Lambert, will be able to corrol>orate me in that 
statement-that much of the trade of that part 
of the colony was done with Rocklmmpton many 
years ago, and that it has now passed away to 
South Australia and New South \V ales. It is a 
scheme which I think we have good reason to 
believe is intended for our self-protection, and 
although I am more of a freetracler than 
a . protectioni;st1 I do not see why my 
mmd and opmwns and conclusions, although 
I am a member of the Ministry, should 
not, to some extent, weigh with me in 

my advocacy-my warm advocacy-of the pro
posed scheme. As a colonist of Queensland I am 
selfish enough to believe that if this work be 
adopted it will result in enormous advantages to 
the trade of Brisbane and to the colony as a 
whole. In my preliminary observations, I 
think it is fair-at any rate it is just-that I 
should refer to what has transpired in the past 
with respect to the policy of New South Wales. 
That colony encountered a rail way policy 
initiated and carried out by the vigorous young 
colony of Victoria, which, as it were, almost 
threw New South \V ales on its haunches. The 
people of that colony were almost staggered by 
the rapidity with which the railways of Victoria 
were carried to their border, and the result was 
that after the speeches of Sir Hercules Robinson, 
delivered in the New England territory, they 
awoke to the fact that they should attempt at 
any rate to recover lost ground by reprisals upon 
Queensland and not upon Victoria. Sir Herculos 
Robinson put an amount of steam and spirit 
into the railway policy of New South vVales which 
has just saved it, I might say, from discredit. 
No one here can possibly have read the speeches 
of Sir Hercules Robinson without having come to 
the conclusion that he took a great part in stinm
lating the public men of New South Wales into 
a strong and enthusiaRtic spirit of enterprise 
which led to a vigorous railway policy. Well, 
now I have shortly sketched the result of 
Sir Hercules Robinson's speeches. He was a 
man of broad views. He believed in the whole 
of the colonies being connected by rail, but 
he also believed that every colony should have 
its own trade. \V e have been asleep, as it were, 
in respect of the trade immediately west of 
Brisbane for many years, and instead of pushing 
our railway, as we have been doing, towards 
Roma, for the purpose of entrapping part of the 
trade that would have gone to Hockhampton, 
we should have run the line right out from 
Toowoomba due west to Thargomindah. I say 
that a mistake was made in the rail way policy 
of the colony at that time, and it has 
been admitted on all sides since. It is 
admitted by many old colonists that if we 
had started from Toowoomba due west to the 
South Australian border, and discarded Roma, 
Dalby, Miles, Chinchilla, and such places, the 
country would have adopted a policy much more 
advantageous than that which has been carried 
out. However, it is never too late to mend. 
vV e are now about to remedy the defect in our 
railway system, which has been forced, as it 
were, upon the attention of ]>Ublic men as well 
as upon the Government, and there can be no 
question whatever that the railway now before 
this House is one that will result in great advan
tage to the trade of this colony, and the port of 
Brisbane in particular. I will not have time 
here this afternoon to refer to the evidence 
in detail, and indeed I believe it is not the 
desire of many hon. gentlemen to attempt to 
spin out the discussion upon this question ; but 
I wish very respectfully to show a few of the 
consequences that would ensue if we did not 
adopt the proposal now before the House. I will 
ende<wour to generalise the evidence. From 
W f1rwick to Thane's Creek we have an extent of 
country already fully settled-that is, fairly 
settled-and the country will be more fully 
settled if this railway becomes an accomplished 
fact. Pa>-sing from Thane's Creek on to Goondi
windi, it is in evidence that the country, at least 
two-thirds of it, is quite suitable for breeding 
cattle and breeding sheep, and a fair proportion 
of it is suitable for agriculture. That the country 
is well watered is beyond questkn-that goes 
without saying. From Goondiwindi to St. George 
there are no difficulties whatever in regard to 
the construction of the railway. There is one 
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little range, a short way out of St. George, to be 
got over between the watersheds of the \Veir and 
the Moonie. \V ell, I say that right into St. 
George the larger portion of the country is emi
nently adapted for agricultural purposes, and the 
country from Goondiwindi to St. George is, on 
the whole, of a better class both for sheep and 
cattle farming and cultivation than the coun
try between Goondiwindi and Thane's Creek. 
It was also shown in evidence that nearly 
the whole of the trade of this district has been 
taken toN ew South Wales-that, in fact, practi
cally the whole trade inwards and outwards in 
our own territory is done in New South Wales. 
Now, I think that statement proves a good deal. 
I might en!ttrge upon it for an hour, and give the 
House full particulars, but that can be seen in 
the evidence. I will simply ask hnn. gentlemen 
whether it is not our duty to protect and encou
rage our trade to flow into the channels which 
were constructed for it? \Vhy should we be 
debarred from constructing a railway in any 
<putrter, simply because New South \Vales 
has endeavoured to take our trade from 
us? I say that if the railway is not con
structed we shall be lacking in pluck ; we shall 
be wanting in loyalty to the country of our 
adoption if we decide to abandon a proposal 
which would bring so much good to the people 
of this colony. More than that, I believe this 
line will attract a large population which will 
settle down and engag·e in pastoral pursnits. It 
will attract a great many small selectors of 320 
to 1,280 acree, and they will settle down on the 
sound, healthy, well-watered fields along the 
route. They will settle in a country that is well 
adapted for the production of wheat and of all 
other cereals. The country, moreover, all the way 
to St. George will carry a consirlerable popubtion, 
and it is a country that, if there were no border 
question at all in the matter, would jnstify n,ny 
GoYernn1ent in constructing a railway through 
it. Apn,rt altogether from the question of con
serving to ourselv1..ws our own busine::3s, 've have a 
country that is, on the average, very nnwh 
better than the country through which that 
railway, which the Hon. JYir. Tn,ylor so 
well advocated-namely, the Centn>l Railway 
-passes. At the time the railway started 
from Gogn,ngo, outside of Rockhn,mpton, until 
it reached Emerald Downs, there was no 
production and very few people along the route. 
That rail way has paid well, though the climate 
is not so good in that part of the colony as it is 
in the country through which this railway will 
pass; and from the time it leaves Emerald 
Downs, with the exception of about 25 miles of 
country passing through Surbiton, there is no 
s;1od grazing country till Barcaldine is reached. 
i:5ut if hon. gentlemen will examine the country 
to the right and the left of the railway from 
\Varwick to St. George, they will find a very 
much better country on the average, up to within 
15 miles of Goondiwindi, thrm subsists in the 
vicinity of the Central Hailwrty. This is a pro
ject which should have been put before I'rtrlirt
mcnt rts one of the first railways from Too
woomba ; and it is not creditable to those who 
have been in power in the vast to have omitted 
the establishment of this great factor in the 
success of this part of the colony and the 
davelopment of the districts near the border 
of New South \V rt!es-it is not credit>tble to them 
that they have omitted, in their ignorance or in 
their wisdom, to found a policy of rapid mil way 
extension from Brisbane to the South Austmlian 
border. A border line is essential to the preser
vation of our interests ; and self-preservrttion is 
the first law of nature. If we do not assent to 
this policy it means the disheartening of our 
merchants in the towns affected and the limitrt
tion of the operations of those who are doing 
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business in this noble port of Brisbane. I say 
"noble port," because we n1ust have in view 
the dredging operations going on, which will 
make this lurbour, within gun~hot of this 
Chrtmber, the foremost of rtll the ports of the 
Australian colonies within a very few years. 
\Vhat is the good of dredging banks in rivers 
and giving means of access to our harbour if we 
have no trade? Therefore I saytlutwe must look 
to the \V est, and gather up every atom of trade 
that belongs to this colony for nurse! ves and for 
this port. The evidence taken before the select 
eommittee shows that agricultural pursuits can be 
profitably carried on in the vicinity of the proposed 
railway, and that its construction will contribute 
enormously towrtrds the increased growth of agri
cultural products. The present trade of the dis
trict is worth having, but the prospective trade 
is much more worth having. In asking the 
House to rtdopt this motion, it must be under
stood that it will not be necessary, if it is con
sidered undesirable, to take the railway to 
Goondi windi. This motion only ha.s reference 
to the construction of the line as far as 
Thane's Creek. The policy you are asked to 
affirm is thrtt of taking a line to St. George, 
which 1nay or may not pa;;;s through Goondi
windi. Apart from the question o£ the border 
trade, there is sufficient tmffic to warrant the 
construction of the section from \Vrwwick to 
'rhane's Creek even rts a branch line. If that 
section of the line were as far from the border as 
a line inland from Gladstone, its construction 
would be perfectly justified as a branch line. I 
have endertvoured briefly to sketch out what 
should be the policy of this colony with respect to 
the border trade, arid no\V I come to the question of 
cost. I think this House should not bedeterredfrom 
adopting the motion on account of the expendi
ture which would be necessary on account of the 
line passing through flooded country. Seveml 
rtlleaations were mttde before the committee 
with 1·espect to the condition of the country that 
may or may not exist in the vicinity of Goondi
windi, but thongh flooded country is found 
within 20 miles of Goondiwindi, it may 
prove to be unnecessary to take the railwrty 
to Goondi windi at all. I am asking the House 
to affirm the policy tlmt it is desirable to take 
a line in the direction of our southern border, 
rtnJ this first section t•1 Thane's Creek is a section 
that can be approved, because it goes in the direc
tion of St. George. With respect to the flooded 
nature of the country about Goondiwindi, when 
any section of count.ry through which a railway 
pas;;es is flooded it does not follow that the feeders 
to that railway will be barren of traffic; and it is 
nonsense to say that because a certain section of 
a line is flooded, therefore the rrtil way should not 
be constructed. It has been shown that when 
floods ta.ke place in that part of the territory the 
water is quiescent, and the current, if any, is not 
perceptible, so that there will be little or no 
damaae done to the earth works or embankrr,ents. 
'l'her~fore the question of flooded country Hlr1Y be 
dismissed from the minds of hon. gentlemen. 
Moreover, up to Thane's Creek, it has been 
shown that there is a considemble quantity of 
timber within moderate distance of the proposed 
r,,ilway track, than which there is no better supply 
in the southern section of the colony. It is crtprtble 
of prollucing enorrnous quantities of railway 
sleepers for other plrtces as well as for the 
proposed milwrty, rtnd there is eno:1gh timber 
to SUJlply the wants o£ the popnlatwn for the 
next fifty years Gold, copper, an:i other minerals 
subsist in'rt great degree within. a mode;rtte dis
tance of the terminus of the first sectwn, and 
tlwse are conditions such as must commend 
themselves to hon. members in dealing with the 
question. I hope that in my last observation I 
shall be able to imbtw this Chamber with a sense 
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of the importance of this matter to the country 
as a whole. \Ve do not want l'\ ew South IV ales 
or South Australia. to rob 1m of our own heritage. 
\V e are doing bu,iness enough with those districts 
that cannot go elsewhere than to Brisbane or any 
other ports of the colony for what they want, but 
I respectfully insi,t that it is our bonnden duty to 
follow ont the policy of self-protection being pur
sued by New South \Vales and Victoria, in order 
that this country may ha.ve its own dne and its 
own rights;, and to do that we require a vigorouR 
milway policy along the border, and by that I 
mean itn expeditiously constructed milway. 
The country is good enough to justify it rail way 
on its intrinsic rncrits irrespective altogethBr 
of the border trade. I do not citre if we never 
got a pound of merchitndise from ~ ew South 
\V nrles or send a pound of our rnerchandise acro~8 
the border, but we shitll be respm'"ible for the 
(lin1inution and restriction of our natural ex1J:1nM 
sion of business if we do not itdopt the proposal 
now before the House. I hope the matter will 
be weigh eel, considered, and clecided, as it should 
he, entirely upon its merits, because I believe 
that if it he dealt with upon those gT<Hmds the 
re.sult will he eminently satisfactory alike to the 
districts affected aiHl t<i the colony 'a" a whole. 

The I-Iox. I•'. T. GREUCHiY sairl : Hnn. 
gentlmnen,-In order to E-\h01-ten the diHcnssion fLS 

much as possible, I propose, before I proceed 
to rliscuss the various points whicl1 I have 
to bring forward, to state it1 whitt respect I 
agree with the observations that have fallen from 
the l'oetmaster-Geneml. In the first place, the 
policy of constructing a line as direct as possible 
from the metropolis to the \Ve~t sufficiently 
far south to hedge in the largest mnonnt 
of tmffic, and conserve to Queensbnd the 
!rtrgest possible benefits from railway construc
tion in that part of the colony, is one in which 
I fnlly agree. The only question left is the 
selection of the best route, and to decide that it 
will be necessary for u.s to consider it under 
se,·eral headings. I have no intention of follow
ing the example of the proverbial p<trson whoKe 
cliscussions extended as fitr ns seventhly itnd 
eighthly, but wish tu sity what I have to say under 
a few hearlings. The first I shitll consider is 
the purpose for which the work is undertaken. 
No doubt it will rneet a very great want. In 
bringing down produce fronJ. our \VeRtern and 
south-western interior we must take a fair and 
1·easonrtble view of the extent to which we may 
give itncl take with the nei~hbnming colony of 
New South \Vales, for when our railway systems 
are completed there must be equitable give and 
take in providing ready access to our Pl?rts. 
As far itS Queensland is concerned it is in a 
very much better position, from the nature of 
its coast, to take probably more than its own 
share ; but as thnt is the result of the natural 
topogmphical features of the country, it will not 
be an aggressive act on our part to rnake a. rail
way to meet the requirements of the country 
generllolly. To come to a further umlerstanding 
of the subject, it will be necessary to consider the 
character itndquantityof the traffic which the best 
line to be selected will open, and I will very briefly 
run over some of the statistics of the district 
generally. To simplify the ma.tter, I will strtte 
further that I agree with the J>ostmaster-G-Pneral 
as to the quality of the country for the first 
20 milrs of the proposed railway along the 
bitnks of the Condamine, where there are 
sorrw thousands of acres under cultivation, bnt 
when we get to the end of that 20 mites 
I fail to discover, either from the evidence or 
from my own personal knowledge of the district, 
any useful purpose in following· the course sug
gested-I am not condemning the principle of 
Citrrying the line westward. At one time there 
was about £20,000 worth of gold discovered in 

the vicinity of the first section of the railway, 
but to talk about the re,·enue to be derived 
from the carriage of gold would be it bur
le:;que : beside, for a large nnmber of years 
the quantit:;' of gold discovered there has 
been very sn1all. \Ve 1night expect ROI11e revenue 
on account of the presence of the mineral if 
there were ores to be carried away, but it will 
ll(Jt pay to carry oi:-e8 fl,ny great distance, unle:;s 
they are very rich. If the works are conducted 
on the spot all that will be required tc1 he 
carried along the rail way will be the machinery 
to the ground, and the supplies that are 
not obtainitble in the immedirtte vicinity, and 
oven for a populatim1 in it district like Gympie 
the supplies which would have to be brought 
along· the railway would be very small. There 
i:-:; no coal worth working till we get over the 
JVIcintyre River, and from Canitl Creek the line 
goes over sorne of the rrwst inhospitable country, 
n,,s far as producing anything useful is concerned, 
as can be found in the interior. There iR some 
timber in the vicinity of the proposed railway, 
but no better than the timber to be found along 
any other route the line might t:tke. I next come 
tn the pastoral interest in tlmt rlirection. The 
retnms ,how that the whole of the 'tnck depas
tnring- at the connHcncmnent of thiR year in 
the district throngh which the line will pitss 
were itS follows :-ln the I"eybnrn district there 
were 7G5 horses, 1,3H head of cattle, itncl 
61,000 sheep, jn.~t about enongh to stock one 
goorl station, and tlmt is for the whole district. 
There i8 no rniHtake about the~e figures, because 
they are taken fr01n a. Governn1ent return, and 
I helVe been assurer1 by people with whom I mn 
aCf]Uitinted th:ct they itre correct. At Inglewood 
there were 1,100 hor,es, 14,000 heitd of Citttle, itnd 
G!),OOO sheep. In the police district of Goondi
windi there itre between 1,ii00 itnd 1,1)00 horses, 
under 10,000 head of cattle, and 78,000 sheep. The 
n1nnhers relating to Inglewood and Goondi
wincli, the only district:; that will be affectecl by 
the raihYay nntil \VB get tu Rt. George, prodnce 
it total of 2,700 horses, 24,000 heitd of cattle, 
and 14-!,000 sheep. Hon. gentlemen who hitvo 
pet'n!-3ed the evidence given by the witnes~csrnust 
have noticed the al>surdity of many of their 
statements. After we get to St. Gemge there are 
1, 700 horses, 21,000 head of cattle, and 120,000 
sheep, so that along the whole of the line till we 
get to St. Ueorge, unless we reckon what is to 
come from Cunnamulla, there would be only 
3,200 horses, 4G,OOO head of cattle, itncl 32G,OOO 
sheep; and we are asked to rnake a raihv::ty to 
meet the requirements of the whole of that dis
trict. A good de:tl has been said about a~ri
culture, but setting itside the country sixteen 
miles from \V arwick, the total amount of 
itgriculture is not very great. At Goondiwindi 
there are G7 acres of cultivation; itround Ingle
wood there were 1GO acres itt the beginning of 
this year, and at St. George there are GSS 
acres under cultivation. \Ve now come to the 
question of populrttion. The district has been 
occupied itbout fifty vcitrs, ancl in the vicinity 
of Leyburn there · are 300 inhabitant'; 
n.t In~lewood, 100; and at Goondiwindi, 
something under 400. Heckoning the people on 
sonw of the stations \Vhich are not included in 
these nmnbers, there are about 1,200 people 
in the whole district nn(il we ~et to ~t. 
G ''urg-e. I mrry mention that in the clivi
Rion of Ingl~wood, \vhich runs as far as 
St<\Jlthorpe, there is a po]mlation ,f 1,770. 
The l"'[mlation is sufficient to levy a rate of 
£1,750 per annum, itnd the total vitlue of the 
rateable property i< £2;),000. I now go to 
another question as to what is the itmonnt of duti
ableitrticlesof merchanrlise crossing the border. I 
have looked hack for several years to see if I 
Citn find itnything better so that I might qualify 
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my gtatistics, and show that from some particular 
cause when the last return was made the trade 
had fallen off, but I have been able to find 
nothing. Up to the 30th June of this year the 
value of the dutiaLle goods at Goondiwindi was 
£457, and at Mungimli, which is comparatively 
close to St. George, the total is £2,972. \Vel!, 
that would give a revenue at Goondiwindi of 
£63, and at Mungindi £965. Those may Le 
taken as reliable statistics. Now, I will proceed 
to the question of the character of the country 
that the rail w:ty is proposed to be taken through, 
and I will Boon narrow up the whole <)Ueotion. 
To prevent any misapprehension I may state 
that in quoting I will confine myself almost 
exclusively to the evidence of Government 
officials. I think I cannot do better, although I 
may have occasion to quote from one or two 
other authorities. In the first instance the 
]~ngineer-in Chief is examined, and he gives the 
following information:-

" 5. Are ~Ton able to give any information at all as to 
the probable cost of this projected railway from the end 
of the first sechon into St. Geol'ge ~ So far as I can 
gather fro'm the reports of the surveyors, I do not think 
there will be any difticulty in constructing the proposed 
line; and I see no reason that the average cost should 
exceed £±,000 per mile." 

From that reply it would be supposed that he 
knew all about it, but when I quote a little fur
ther it will be shown that :Mr. Stanley came for
ward knowing nothing about the questwn, and 
that his own officers were unable to furnioh the 
required information. The answer goes on :-
" rrhe chief expenditure, I apprehend, to be dealt 'vith 
will be provision for flood waters; ~md 31r. Austin, the 
surveyor in charge of the line, is now, upon my instrnc
tions, nutking a special examination of the route through
out, with a view to determine the extent of the flood 
waters. I consideretl it was a suitable time, after the 
recent floods that have taken place in the district 
through 'vhich the line passes, to procure that necessary 
information.'' 

He is then asked-
" 6. ByJfr. F. 'r. Gregory : You stated, ~1r. Stanley. that 

the average cost of the present set~tion would be £.1,218 
per mile, while, on the other ha,n(l, you e::~timatc that 
the reuta.inder woultl not exceed £ ~,000. How do vou 
reconcile that with the fact that the remainder or"the 
country-- that is, I am nssuming you refer to the 'vay 
by Goondiwindi-is lower tha,n tlmt ovtlr which the first 
section of the line passes? 'l'lle earth works on this 
section of the line are heavier than I anticipl-tte they 
will be on the rest of the ronte. I can give no very 
definite information on that matter, because I am not 
yet in posses:;;ion of sections of the survey. }fy infor
mation is contained in the reports of the surveyors after 
the general examinationH made by them of the country. 

"7. Then you do not lay much stress upon getting 
through the inundate!l country? I am not in a posi
tion to say to wha,t extent that will affeet the cost of 
construction; but, as far as I can gather, I do not think 
it will very materially affect the total cost. It is only 
portions of the line that 'vill be subject to flood." 

·well, if he knew the country was subiect to 
flood it would be all very weli, but he does not 
know that to be a fact, as I will show further on. 

"8. ::\fay I ask, have you any distinct information as 
to the cha.racter of the remainder of the works? ?\o 
more than I have stated. I expect to be in possPY:sion, 
shortly, of more definite information, as :\Ir. J.n~tin is 
now engaged in maJdng a, ea,refnl examination of the 
eountry with the view of determining the extent of the 
flood water:-, 'vhich will have to be content1etl with." 

That is no informa,tion, because he has not got 
it. He is a.gain asked~ 

"9. Have you any information that wouhl guide yon 
as to the desirability or not of t<Lking the railway, 
instead of directly to Goondi windi, more directly from 
the end of the proposed section, to St. Georgc, and 
making the connection with Goondi wiwli bv a branch 
line? Kot at the present time. I anticipitte that I 
shall have information before very long. 

•· 10. You have thought of such n contingency? I 
have thought it might probably h!Lve to be considered 
desirable to do that. 

"11. You have no inform!Ltion to offer as to the 
clutracter of the country direct hetween the proposed 
terminus to St. Gcorg-e? Xo; I am not in post;ession of 
anv definite information. 

,·. 12_ Has your department been furnished with any 
rouo-h sectio~ns whatever of the line from Tllane's Creek 
tltr;u;,;h Goondiwindi !-' Only for a portion of the di~
tance. 'fhc trial surveys extend somewhere a1)out uO 
miles from \Van'"'ick, at t11e present time!' 

So there is the extreme limit of his knowledge 
when he gives his evidence, and it is only neces
sary for me to read one or two more extracts 
from the evidence :-

'' 17. Is it of any value in forming an estimate of cost? 
Xo. It does not give you sutlicient information to ha.vc 
nn estimate upon, except in :t very general way." 

Again, when questioned as _to when h.e 'Yonlr! be 
furnished with the informatwn, he smd m about 
a fortnight. 

"23. From Goondiwindi to St. Ge01·ge you have no
thing to guide you except what you call a baromctt·ical 
survey? So. Xo trial survey has been made yet." 

Then he read his report which simply states the 
number of miles from one place to another, and 
if hrm. members want any further information 
upon that p.>int, I would refer them to the evi
dence. The report winds up by saying that the 
cost of the first 25 miles is £10G,OOO. :Now, 
if there was any good purpose to be served by 
constructin" this line for the first 2i5 miles, we 
n1ight possibly ignore the renul:ining distance. 
If it could be shown that there 1s any prospect 
of its paying, I am not one of t.hos_e who deny a 
railway to the people of the cl1strwt; but here 
is a railway proposed to be constructed for 25 
miles at a cost of £106,000, to bring in a little 
prod~ce that lies on the route itself, and beyond 
that as I shall show, there is nothing. I will 
now' take the evidence of Mr. Austin. After 
t;tnswering a number of questions which . are 
really not immediately relevant to the subJect, 
he is asked the following questions :-

" 5-:t--:t. Have you any knowledge of the country as 
regards the levels ? X o ; not with regard to the levt:ls. 
rl'llC barometrical reconnniRs:-mce includes that. 

"5-1·7. You have been over that country? Xo; I have 
been over portions or it. I wa~ engaged as a comlnis
siouer out 'vest there, and I got a good de~Ll of informa
tion with regnwl to the country." 

Tlmt was some ten years ago when it was not 
anticipated that a railway would be c~mstructed 
in the district and indeed Mr. Austm has not 
been over t.hdt part of the country upon which 
we more particularly wa,nt information. 

"51S. Yon lmve not been beyond Inglewood in eon 
nection with this railway~ ~o. 

"551. That is the averagc-£1<,000 a uTile, :111 the way 
from \Yarwiek to Inglewooll ~ Yes; I think that esti
mate wonld be quite sufficient. ~ome places would be 
a lit.tle more expensive. and some a little lighter than 
others; but I think I have calcnhtted quite within the 
expenditure when I say it would not cost more than 
£±,000" mile." 

He makes that statement, not having seen the 
countrv ; and only having heard of it by general 
report." 1\fy statement may be reduced to thi", 
that the question I have just quoted refers to 
the country between vV arwick and Inglewood, 
the survey-or not having personally been in the 
country. Then, in questions 5G7 to 570, he is 
askecl about the character of the country :-

" 5G7. I" it all uv atHl down gm.(Ung for the whole 
distance of 1h c and twenty miles, or i8 there any por
tion or it level r 'l'h<~re is scarcely any portion of it 
level. Here and -r;here in the rangy part of the country 
we llaYe pnt inn portion of about a mile level, but it is 
noL naturally level. 

'· 568. I •~m syeaking of thtLt part of your section frotn 
the beginning of thP. rangy country to the end of it. 
rrhere is se~trcel\· anv of it level? Very little level. 

'· 569 . .-'\.nd viry li~ttle of it straight r Very little of it 
str:tight: no gre1Lt lengths: hut, notwithsta?-ding that, I 
do not think we hnve increased the gross d1sbmce more 
than three miles in the sixtv miles. I have got a. 
tolerably clirect line, though not ~\1 stra,ight line. 
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"570. By }fr. ~1acansh: ·when you speak of the range r 
being 1,700 and 1,800 feet high. you mean above t-Ile sea 
level? Yes; some of the country near :.'.\Iarslmll's was 
most deceivi~1g. Some of it looking very easy \va,:; found 
to be most dttlicult, and some that appeared most ditli
cult 've got through ·with the greatest f:Lcility." 

I will now take up the evidence of the surveyor 
who was employed on the line-an officer who, 
I am told, is a ver,y able officer; who may be 
young, bnt still one who is C[nite as competent 
to give an opinion about the nature of the 
country as either of the senior officers. The 
evidence is that of Mr. \Villiam Drew:-

H 1130. Have you been over the proposed route be
tween ·wnrwick and St. Gcorgr, '1/i(Z Goonclhvindi? Yes. 

"ll:H. Did you make surveys of the whole line 
from ·w .. arwick to St. Georg-e? I made a hasty bnro
metrical examina.tion, marked. every mile, took the 
heights 1vith a barometer, perambulatccl the distances." 

\Ve find nothing more bearing on the subject 
until we come to question ll3H. 

"Then your examination di.d not extend for any 
cli~tance right and left of the provosed line~ )l'" o ; it did 
not." 

And again at 1145-
" Had you, from personal obscrnttion, any oppor

tunity of estimating the heig-ht of the 1looc1s, we 
will say, in tolerably severe sensOns of inundation? X o, 
not personally. I heard from re-;ii1ent.s. There was no 
drift, or anything of that sort, to denote a big Hood." 

IV ell, I will simply sa:~· that I have been over 
some of that g-round within six months of a flood 
where I knew the water had been ten feet deep, 
n,nd I did not find a log for miles and miles 
together, for the reason that there wn,s nothing 
to obst.ruct them from drifting away to the end 
of the m undated country, nnd with the exception 
of the rifts in the ground there was nothing to 
indicate that the water had been over it. Now 
we come to No. 1148 :-

"Have you any estimate in your mind of the 
number of miles that might he under water in the 
highest floods between the points I have just referred 
to? I darmmy there are 15 mile~ of verv flat conntry 
1·ight nlong between Gooncliwintli and thuc n-eir R.i\'ei·: 
~nll it is sirnilnr conntry to the .Tondaryan section; hut, 
1t would require a trenwn1l..ous tlood to bring it nn•tcr 
water, although persons say that. at times, it is under. 
It is such an extent of ihtt conntl'y thnt to 1mt 'it a foot 
under water \Yould require a tremendous rainfalL" 

That resolves itself into n, matter of opinion. It 
so happens that the country in f[uestion between 
Inglewood and the vVeir Uiver is nt flood-time 
under water, and I will undertake to say that 
within the last 150 years the J ondaryan country 
he refers to has not been under water. The 
country is very similar, no doubt, to a casual 
observer, but experience teaches us that this 
country is liable to be flooded. 

HI want to ascertain whether you can giYC a 
reliable opinion as to the extent of the Hoods? I could 
not give a reliable opinion ; because I 1vent through 
too quickly. I~ut I should fancy there 1vould not be 
two feet of water, at any rate, on that country. 

"I am referring to the number of miles in 
extent of flooded country, to beg 'in with; not to the 
depth--? rnutt is, the country said to he flooded 
extends 15 miles-we will say 10 miles. As soon as you 
crost~ the \Yeir ltivcr you are clear of floods-from a 
mile on the other side of the riyer." 

T.he following question only refers to the 
d1stances :-

"I may rcminU. yon that the distance from 
Gooncliwindi to the crossing of the \Vcir is 80 miles. 
Now, within that 30 miles, \Yh:tt distance do you think 
is ever under flood, or has hcen under fiood 'vithin the 
last five-and-twenty years? The distance is 20 miles, 
I think.'' 

And further on, f(uestion 1154 says :-
"That is 27 miles. \Vhnt extent of that had. 

been under flood r I should say 12 miles at the outsi<lc, 
under Hood." 

There is no evidence to show the depth of water, 
but I shall be able to show from the evidence of 
other parties that the country he refers to is 
under water from 5 to 10 feet at times. 

"\\rhat do you think would be the probable depth 
-the average depth, perhaps, I had better put it
of inundations oyer that distriet, which you believe to 
be inundated? I should say a few feet-three or fonr 
feet. -where the line goes it is some distance off the 
river bank. 

"Does the plan fairly indicate the direction thnt you 
propo~e to take?-[Jlupsenrtini8etl.]-})o you think that 
it would require piles and an open viaduct to carry the 
line between Goondiwindi and \,-elltown? ~Vell, it 
would have to ha Ye cmbanloncuts and plenty of open
ings-and good water ovenings. 

"·what number oE miles 'vould you roughly esti
mate wonld be necessary to 1mve of open pile-1vorl\: 
to place the line above flood r I could not say at nil. 
It de}Jends, of course, upon the nmount of country 
flooded, and upon where the Hoods arc found to be. 

".'\..ud do You think that the earthwork made out 
of the soil ~on the spot would stand the currents 
Llnring the high inundations to which I refer? "''rell, it 
is all soft; and if there was a rush of water, it would 
not stand, I thmk. It wonld have to be hnllked up. 

"Even then there would alwavs be a risk of ~L con
siderable number of miles of ihe embankment over 
that flat country being destroyed in some of the llig;hest 
inundation~? Yes; "\Vith the rush of water, I should 
think so ;-unless ample openings were left, and the 
water divorteillJy side drains into them. 

"Have you formed any estimate of the co~t of con
struction of ~t line between Goonrliwindi and \Yell
town~ ~o. 

" Conld you in a rough way give us a general idea 
of what-of course, without prejudicing your profes
sional knowledge-you thin!\: \vould be the cost of that 
20 miles;.. ·wen, I cannot ~ive an iclca, because I have 
got nothing to go uvon whatever. At the outside, my 
suryey was very rough. I had no section, except lJaro
mctrical." 

Moving the f[Uestion then to another part of the 
country, he is asked-

(. You told us that you examined the line f1·om Dalby 
vhZ the ::.\Ioonic to St. Ge01·ge;.. Yes. 

"Can yon give us a general idcn, of the probable 
engineering difliculties on that portion of the line which 
lies between Dalby and Ta.rtha, on the ::uoonie: Yes; 
from Dalhy, at tlle cros~ing of the Con<lamin~, there 
would he Hoods to contend -..vitll; it is tlooclecl country 
al.Jout !Usereard; but from there you run the water~hed 
of tlw :Moonie •town, and iL is easy going--take the side 
of the watershed anll rnn iL right down; it hi all very 
ca.sy conntl'y. 

'' Then, with the exception of crossing the Con
daminc River and the Condaminc Hats, there i.s no very 
great engineering di1licu1ty bctwcBn the two points I 
ha Ye just indicated;..· Xo." 

Then again :-
'' lfhat do you consider to be the best line from the 

::\foonie to St. George t I shonlt.l say from llallan<lcan, 
on the :\Ioonic? 'l'hat is all fairly fiat country; no 
difficulty on it anywhere. 

'~By :.\lr. ::\Iacansh: Yon have described the count-ry 
from Goondiwinili towards St. Gcorge, and said that about 
12 miles of it had been flooded? Yes. 

H Do you think that if the line 'vas constructed on 
the level, and there should be rain, there would be 
any danger of its being de:stroyed by the Hoods? \Yell, 
I fancy it would have to be raised, at any rate, two or 
three feet, so as to give openings. 

" So as to carry the line along flood mark? Yes; good 
openings, too, Of course, my 1n10wledge of the coun
try is not very extensive. I only rushed tluough it, 
you may say. I did not make an ordinary survey. 

""''rould the lmver place you spoke ot", the swa.mps, 
not be sufiicknt to enrrv off the Hood water? Xo; I 
tilinl< not. They are 1i1vre hollows where the rain
water loilges ancllics. 

··They arc not. snlflcicntly low. 'rlwy arc not much 
lJclow tllr luYel of the country: Xo; jn~t hollmvs." 

There are some further (]nestions of intere.,t, and 
I will 110L detain the House any further by 
rea(Hng thern, but there are wnne queKtions 'vhich 
br<tr upon the way the surveyor tested his levels, 
and the depression of levels in different parts of 
the country. 

" Ha. vc you a record of the fall in feet between 
Gooniliwinlli and \Yell town? \Vheu you saT trelltown, 
do you mean the crossing of the \V" cir IU vcr ? 
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HYe~; wehn.ve been callin;:dt "\Yelltown? Thoro is a 
fall of about Hi or 18 feet. " 

"About a foot per mile? Yes. 
":.row, when the river is in full Hood, what sort of 

current would you antici1mte from a fall or a foot per 
mile? It would be a pretty strong one, I should thin le 

"Suflicicnt to be rather severe, as infringing upon nu 
embankment!' Yes." 

That shows, accGrding to his own esthnate, 
that there is a fall of 1 foot per mile for 1() 
miles; so that no class of embankment could be 
constructed to prevent the water destroying any 
railway; and it must therefore, if constructed 
at all, be constructed upon piles, at such a height 
as to prevent the water going over and destroy
ing the line. I think, so far, the evidence in 
reference to this line is C)uite enough to show us 
that the construction of it is not advisable, and, 
in fact, that the construction of the line should 
not be attempted. The evidence also shows us 
that they have not brought forward sufficient in
formation to enable us to judge what will be 
the cost and the ultimate result of carrying out 
the line. I think, therefore, that before we 
proceed any further those points should be 
definitely set at rest. The other evidence which 
I will draw attention to is that of some rr,en who 
have lived in . the district for a considerable 
number of years, and their evidence will show to 
what extent the evidence of the other witnesses 
is reliable ; and I appreheml it will abo show 
that many of the answers to the <juestiuns which 
I ha Ye quoted are highly unsatisfactory answers. 
I will q note the evidence of Mr. J!'rederick 
Striiver :-

"16. Then you will be unable to give ns an~· very 
definite information as to the possibility of construct
ing a rathvay across that country!' Yes; I can. 

H 47. Do you think it is an easy line to construct !-' 
Ji1rom where? 

"48. 11rom \Varwick, r,:{i r:l'hanc's Creek, to Goondi
\Yindi P ~ o ; I do not. 

"49. ·what a. re your reasons for thinking it would not 
be an easy line? I reel it wonl1l be a, very expensive 
liue. 1\~car Goondiwindi, the country is ~nbjcct to 
Hoods. 

"50. \Yhat number of miles of inundated countrY 
do yon think you wonld l1ave to pass over to get there~? 
Oh ! I think the length ·would be about 20 or 30 
miles. 

"'51. And to what extent in depth would the inun<l:t
tion average, we will say t I cnnnot say. I have seeu, 
sometimes, when I have pa,...,,ed, trees 'vith mark~ of 
flood-waters high up in the branehes-5, 6, and 10 feet 
np. AJ, all events, too high for any rail\v<1Y to be 
constructed, except on piles. 

"52. Do YOU think there would be as much as 10 
miles of eoui1try covm·ed 10 feet deep t l think fully. 

" 5::3. lHore t It might not be 10 feet. ::\Inch more, 
at all events, ·would be covered with a few feet at' water. 
But the flood \VOuld be up to 10 feet. 

"54. Have you any knowledge of the country from 
Goondiwindi onward to St. Ceorgc ~ Yes; I have been 
beyond. I have been between the two rivers, the :Jloonie 
and the 1Yeir. I have seen that country which would 
form the line towards St. Gcorge. 

''55. Could yon give ns any idea of the first 10 miles 
from Goondi\\'indi tmvardR tlt. George, either by following 
the Barwon or going direct t All the country is too low 
tor a railwaY. 

"56. Is ii wHhin your knowledge that the conntrY 
from Goondiwindi (lown the Harwon has been frequently 
nncler water for 15 nnlcs, for a depth of from ":L to 
10 feet:- It ha~. in former yearr<, and, I think, lately 
again. 

''57. I will now take you to another part of theeonutry. 
Have you an.\' knowletlgc of the country from about 
Where yon reside, taking a dire et line towarcls ~t. 
George :- Yes. I have. 

"58. And would that line of conntry be subject to in
undation~ ::'\o." 

T~en ther~ i~ the follo\ving evidence, beginning 
With C)nestwn 72 :-

"Then it i~ your opinion that iL. ''"ill be a mn.re ex
pcnHive line per mile to go from 1\'arwiek to Gooncli
wiwli than fro:n J3cauara.ha t.o St. (~eorge ~ I think 
from Hea.narab<.L to ~t, GI!Oq.!.·c 2 miles eonltl be made 
at least for 1 mile from 1Y<Lrwick to rst. George. By 
the route from Bcauaraba to :3t. Gc01·ge the railway 

could be made for hall the money at least that it would 
cost to make the line from 'Warwick. I would not 
advise a railway from Beauaraba to Goondiwindi; but 
I think it should lJe kept a'vay from Goondiwind.i, on 
high ground, more generally direct to St. George. 

"And could you giYe us a general idea of about the 
quantity of country that is in occn1Jation between the 
present Beauar:tba terminus and where you leave the 
good country of the Condaminp, going westward t rrhe 
best I could give you would be by showing it on the 
map. 

"Can you give us a general ideaP·-Is it a }mpnlous 
locality t It is the most densely populated dbtrict we 
have at present on the Downs ; and a good deal of it 
agricultural. 

"In other word.s, it is both goorl country and fairly 
deHsel_y povulatcd ?-Am I correct in that P~closcly 
settled? Yes; closely settled. rrhe Hrst 30 or 40 miles 
from BcmuLrnba is good country and closely sett.led." 

A great many more witnesses were examined, 
very much to the same vurpose. Here is part of 
the evidence of Mr. Lalor, to be founcl at ques
tion 133:-

''Having had such extensive experience of the district 
of course you necessarily have a good deal of knowledge 
as well from hearing so much, both of its ph:y~ical 
geography as well as its aclaptability for pastoral settle
ment; and you are able, undoubtedly, to form an 
opinion as to the soundness or unsoundness of the 
country tor earrylng a nti1wa~" to Goondiwindi.. As a 
very old colonist, wit.h all your cxperwncc and know
lef1gc of the country, \Vhich route do yon think h; the 
.sonudcst, in the public interests-from VVanvick to St. 
<:c01·ge, t ,:d Uoondiwindi, or from ncauaraba to St. 
George, or from nc~tuaraba, Tdi Goondiwindi P I am 
certainly in fa..vour, looking nt it in a national point of 
view, of the line from "Warwick to Goondiwindi. The 
ronte is well watered; there are no engineering diffi
culties in the way that I know of. Of course, I am not 
a professional man; but, so far as I can jndgc, I speak. 
There is no mountainous country. rrhcre arc large 
rivers, very tine alluvial flats. Perhaps I am not such a 
tho1·on.g11 believer in agricultural pnnmits as some other 
men. 1 have heard a good deal nbout agricultnral settle
ment.; but it has yet to be done." 

I have marked the observations of several other 
witnesses all bearing in the san1e direction, and 
I think there is not one who is in favour of 
carrying the line rid Goondiwindi, except some 
four or five who live in that direction, and who 
are naturally in fa your of getting a railway at 
any cost. In one insk>nce it was said that 
750,000 acres of land existed in the vicinity of 
the proposed railway in one block~on the top of 
sandy and stony mountains-land worth 15s. or 
£1 per acre-land that was all Crown land. 
If that were as tme u.s I could wish it 
would Le a very nice source of revenue fur 
the railway. Out of the great mass of 
inforn1ation I have bertring in the sa1ne direction 
I will only select the following :-The distmiCe 
fron1 Brisbane to St. George, 'Uid Goondiwindi, 
is-from Brisbane to \V arwick, 1G() miles ; from 
\V arwick to St. Geor·ge, 23r\ miles ; making a 
total of 401 miles. From Brisbane to Beauaraba 
the distance is 136 miles, and from Beauaraba to 
St. Gem·ge 193 miles, making a total of 32!) miles, 
which will very shortly be reduced by 10 miles 
when the Toowoomba and Drayton connection 
line is comtructed. But before that is con
structed the difference in favour of the Beauaraba 
line over the Warwick line is 72 m; les. The 
distance from Bri:;bane to Dalby is 15a miles, 
mid from Dalby to St. George 1~1 miles, making 
a t<Jtal of 334 miles; the line t"i(i Beauaraba being 
5 miles shorter, and 1:i miles shorter when the 
railway from Toowoomba to Drayton is con
structed. I can say positively from my know
ledgP of the country that, from the ernssing of 
the Condmnine ::tlong the route frmn Beauaraba 
tu :::)t. George direct, the country i~ of Yery rnuch 
the same clmmcter n~ that between Dalby and 
;:;t. George ; consequently we have two routes, 
72 mile» aml 82 miles respectively, shorter than 
the proJ!l>swl route vi(i \Vtcrwick. I know 
my argument will be met by the assertion that 
we are going to have the vie< rccte& shortly ; 
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but that is widely beyond all likelihoorl, because 
it is acknowledged that the construction of that 
line would be as difficnlt from an engineering 
point of view as the line between Brisbane and 
Toowoomba. I have brought a map, which hon. 
gentlemen are at liberty to examine, showing 
that the westward route I have advocated is 
very much better than the one proposed, because 
it will afford railway communication to a larger 
population and will not be subject to inundation; 
and what is of very serinus importance, the cost 
of maintenance will bear no proportion to that 
of a line vici Goondiwindi. I have been over 
the route from St. George to Cunnamulla, and 
though I am not an engineer, I was for a good 
many years practically commissioner of public 
works in. the neighbouring colony ; and having 
had considerable experience with regard to every 
description of country as well as twenty-five 
years' experience of Queensland in all its vicissi
tudes of climate, I do not hesitate to say that 
the money required to take a line to St. Geoq;e 
vi<i Goondiwindi would take a direct line out 
west as far as Cunnamulla. As to whether it 
is desirable to construct the first short 
distance as far as Tha.ne's Creek, I 
have very grave doubts ; but to start 
it under the impression that it is to be 
a part of the Great South-\V estern line 
would be a fallacy. To call the section of rail
way to Thane's Creek a part of a line from 
\V arwick to St. George is about as misleading as 
it would be to call a line from Toowoomba to the 
Logan part of a rail way from that town to 
Sydney. I cannot feel justified in supp0rting 
the line to Thane's Creek under the impression 
that it is part of the Great South-Western exten
sion as far as St. George ; and the protest which 
I have entered against it will sum up my reasons. 
The protest is as follows :-

,,I dissent for the following reasons :-
,, Tha.t the evidence of the Government engineers and 

railway surveyors does not disclo:-<e data on which to 
base a reliable estimate of the probable cost of con
struction of the line beyond the 1irst section of 25 mHes 
from "'arwick. 

"That the weight of evideiiCC goes to shmv that there 
are ma.ny miles of country between Goondi,vindi nnd 
1Yelltown subject to such heavy inundation as to pre
clude the construction of a railway within any reason
able limits as to cost. 

" rl'llat should the line be constructed from \Yarwid: 
to Goondhvindi, there is neither passenger, goods, nr 
produce traffic existing at the present time sufficient to 
pny working expeuses. 

"rl'hat there are shorter and more lll"actical routes 
between the port of l{risbane and St. George, suuh as 
vhi Dalby and the }loonie River {181 miles), and from 
Bcauaraba to St. George direct (193 miles), on which 
the engineering difficulties to be met wtth arc much 
less, while they would vass through and give accc.;:s 
to a larger extent of fertile country available for set
tlement." 

I may conclude by stating that under the present 
circumstances, with the limited reliable and 
official knowledge we possess, we should be 
entering on an undert<1king upon which the 
colony is not justified in entering. If the Gov
ernment can find enough supporters to carry the 
line they may do so, but I enter my solemn 
protest against the adoption of the report. 

The HoN. E. B. :FORUEST sairl: Hon. 
gentlemen,-I am sorry I cannot travel over 
this country with the same rapidity fiS the 
Hon. lHr. Gregory, because I do not know a 
single foot of it, and have to be gnided by the 
evidence taken before the select committee. I 
intend to confine my attention to the re1mrt, 
and also to the Hon. 1\lr. Gregory':, protest. 1 
think we may esteem ourselves fortunate in this 
instance in having a report and a protest, both 
of which we may approve, because I submit tbat, 
leaving <mt the 4th clause of the protest, the 
report and the protest are substantially the 

same. I will deal with the report first. 
'l'he statement conta.ined in the 1st paragraph is 
a very safe statement to make either with or 
without evidence, and it is one from which no 
hon. member will, I think, dissent. It is as 
follows:-

" 'l'he evidence tal\:en shows that the construction of 
~L bordm· railway is sound vublic policy, because it 'vill 
retain within the colony the trade along the border of 
Southern Queensland, which now passes to and from 
X ew South 'Yalcs." 

I am sure everybody in t.he colony will endorse 
that. The 2nd and 3rd paragraphs state facts. 
The 2nd clause says :-

" Consi(ler:t1Jle timber and mineral resources exist 
within short distances of the proposed first section and 
of its terminus ; and the committee believe that wheat 
production to a great extent will, in that region, result 
from the establishment of railway communication." 
The 3rd clause is-

" rl1here is already settled along the proposed first 
section a prosperous population engaged in ~tgricultural 
and pastoral pursuits." 

Now, if we can believe the evidence brought 
before the committee we must believe that 
these two paragraphs are simply statements ~f 
fact. The 4th paragraph corresponds practi
cally with the 1st clause of Mr. Gregory's 
protest. It reads thus:-

,,The evidence of the members of the cnginecrillg 
staff demonstrates the practical>ility of the propmmd first 
section being executed ut a moderate cost." 

It will be observed that the 5th paragraph only 
commits the House to the approval of the first 
section of the line, leaving the continuation t.o be 
considered subsequently. That paragraph 1s as 
follows:-

" The Committee recommend that the plan, section, 
and book of reference be approved." 
As regards the continuation, I do not believe it 
will ever go to Goondiwindi, and I rlo not think, 
from the evidenc~, that it ever ought to go to 
Goondiwindi. There are miles of country there 
that are not fit for railway construction, and it is 
for hon. members to agree to the construction of 
the first secti,m without committing tbemseheiJ 
to the continuation of the line, for certainly, by 
adopting the first section, we are not obliged to 
continue the line in the direction spoken of by 
the 1\finistry. I will now make a few remarks 
about the protest, and I may say at once 
that I am surprised that the Hon. Mr. 
Gregorv left the protest in. As a matter 
of fact it was framed when a different 
report was before the committee, and not the 
report against which the hon. gentleman pro
tested. At a subsequent meeting that report 
was so much altered that I am surprised to see 
the protest left. Every clause of the report was 
submitted by the Chairman and discussed and 
amended, and the Hon .. Mr. Gregory agreed to 
every clause of that report as amended. The 
mere fact that he did agree with the report in 
this way shows that the report and his protest 
are practically the same thing, the only difference 
being in the 4th clause of the !Jrotest. I will 
read his protest. He dissents, for the following 
reasons:-

"That the evidence of the Government engineers and 
railway surYcyors does not disclose data on which to 
base a, rclinble estimate of the probable cost of con
~truction of the line beyond the first section of 25 miles 
from ""arrfi<~k.'' 

IV e r~re discns,ing no section beyond the 25 
111iln~; con::;Bqncntly there is no necessity to vro
te,;t against that. The 2nd paragraph ''ays :-

"That the weight of evidence goes to show that 
there are many miles of eo nu try hct.wccn Goondiwindi 
and Welltowu :mhjcet to such hca\)' innuda_tio_n as to 
prcelnrlc the constrncUon of a ra,ilway w1th1n any 
reasonable limit:s as to cotit." 
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I agree with him that the evidence has estab
lished that, ''ncl I do not believe the extension of 
the railway will be in the direction inclicttted. 
The 3rd parag-rttph says :-

" rrhat should the li.ne he constrnct.ed from \Yar
wick to Goondi\vinlli. thoro is neither pa; .. ~enger, goods. 
nor prod nee tra.fllc c;o.isting at the pre~cnt time snilicient 
to pay ·working expenses.'' 

It will be observed that this clttm;e speaks of a 
line from \V arwick to Goondiwindi, but it is 
ominously silent upon the first ptut of the ex
tension, that is, from \Varwick to Thane's 
Creek. Evidence has been given that there is a 
population there ; that cultivation to a very large 
extent ha.9 been already carried out. \Vitnesses 
htwe given evidence as to the character of the 
country there ; and I s'W that if the line never 
goes a foot further it will be a good line for that 
pttrt of the district. The 4th clause reads thus:-

•· rrhat there are shorte1· and more practicable routes 
between the port or Brh;lmnc antl St. <:corge, ~neh as 
r.:cl Dalby and the ::\1oon1c Biver 1lHl milcsl, and from 
l~cmmrahn to St. George direct (19:3 miles), on 'vhich the 
cn~incel'ing diflicnltic" to 11c met v;;itll arc mnch letis, 
while they would ]lll!:'iS through and gi\·e acec,;-s to a 
larger extent of fertile country available for settle
ment." 

I sn.y as regards tha.t, there is no rnore in fn.vmu· 
of thn.t conclusion than there if:> eviflence showing 
that the proposed route will be sttti,;factory. :L 
to the choice of routes the eviclence, as will he 
seen, is exceedingly conflicting, and I subn1it 
that there is 110 rnore reat;on in the assertions 
in fttmm· of the altcnmtive route in the Hon. 
J\Ir. Gregory\.; proteHt than for the route pro
posed by the Government. 1 think we eau tell 
aMree upon this, that ::t border line for Queens
land is an ttbsolnte necessity, and every year that 
gom; over our heads tlu.tt necessity will be greater, 
ttnu will enttble our neighbours to take our tracle 
ttway from us. If we do not pass this line now, I 
hm·e not the slig-htest doubt that some time " 
border line will httve to be con,tructed. I hove 
the n1otion will be paf.:lsed to-night, n,nd we can 
vote for the first section without cmnnlittiug our
se! ves to the extension vid Goondiwincli tu St. 
George. 

The Hox. A. ,T. THYNNE said: Hun. 
gentlemen,-! did not anticipate ,;peaking at 
such an etwly 1mrt of the evening-, and I hoped 
to lmve heard sotne of the ttrg-mnents of those 
hon. gentlemen who are per,;omtlly ttcquainted 
with the country, before spmtking myself. 
Having heard the arguments which were offered 
by the last speaker, I think I ought to address 
myself tP them in the first instance; and the 
hon. gentlernan's argurncnts in favour of this 
line are really summed up in one sentence, thttt 
the countrY is not being committed to a line 
from IV arwick to St. George by the <ttlop
tion of this J:ortion "f the route. That is, no 
doubt, the argument which is advanced by 
tho:se who are Rnppnrting thi~ line, and upoi1 
which they, no doubt, rely a great dettl 
to influence some of the Yotes which nmy be 
given on the question. Dut I contend, hon. 
gentlemen, that that is an argument which can
not be regarded as having any vveight whELte\Ter. 
True, the proposttl which we are asked to adopt 
to-night, so far as one det>1il of the whole route 
is concerned, only refers to a portion of the lim• 
of railwt>.y for 2:) mile:,:, hut T tlu not think that 
the J--Ton. J\Ir. Forrest, nr a.nyr1tber lh)n. 1nmuber of 
thiH Chatuber, wonlrl, in 1natten.; a.ffecting· thAlll
Relves pri vatcly, contmHl for a lHOllleut that, 
under similar circumstances, they would not 
be nwrally pletl~L'd to UD..lTY out the propn:-;etl 
line frmn \Varwick tu St. (i-eorge, -vi(l UoonJi~ 
wiudi. The plan and book of referenee, Ut5 ~ent 
up to us, are described "" the plan and book 

of reference of a proposed rail way from \V >er
wick towarclo; St. Genrge. The very fact of its 
being described a.o the first section of the pro
posed railway binds the House, if they pass this 
proposal, to ttt any rate the approval of a con
tinuatiun of the main section fnnu \V arwick 
towttrds St. George. I do not think there can be 
any question upon that, because, if I am not 
mistaken, the money which is proposed to he 
applied towards the construction of this line 
is pttrt of the amount of money which is 
appropriated by the Loan Act for the con
struction of " milway to St. Georg·e. \Ve are 
therefore applying- money to this first section 
which was borrowed by the country upon 
the representation that it must be applied 
towttrds a main line of milway to St. Genrg-e. 
\Ve got the money upon that representation, we 
expended a portion of it upon the first section of 
that main railway, and we would therefore, to 
all appBarance, be committed to the construction 
of the line from Warwick to St. George. 

The HoN. R B. l<'ORREST: By what route'? 

The HoN. A. J. THYNJ'\E: The fimt part of 
the ttnswer to the question which the Hon. :Mr. 
Forrest asks is, I think, pretty fairly laid down 
or defined by the direction which this first section 
takes to Thttue's Creek. \Ve will then httve to 
fine! a route from 'l'httne's Creek to St. George. 

The HoN. K 13. FORREST: Just so. 

The Hox. A. J. THYNNE: And we cannot 
aYoi<l certain difficulties which are sure to be 
n1nde, and, in the next pht.CB 1 we rt.rc c~mnnitting 
ours cl ves to the route to St. U eorge, in rc:spect to 
which we lmve no clehuite information of any 
kiml before us. I mean we htwe nu definite in
fol'lnntion in the ~ense that we have no kno\v~ 
lerlge whatever of tl;e engineerinq dif~1cnlti~s that rmcy be met w1th after pttssmg I hane" 
Creek. In considering- the report of the commit
tee, wn lmve to look at the matter which was 
referred to the committee for consideration
namely, to consider the first section of thi,~ pro
vosed rnil\vay frmn \Varwick to St. George, <tnU 
we h~tve the cun1n1ittHc bringing up a report in 
fa vom of the first section of this line, although 
it is made perfectly plain to them that there is 
absolutely no definite information a" to what 
dif!lculties nmy be met with and what expendi
tnre nuty be incurred in the completion of the 
Jll'O])("al. I will read some extrttcts from the 
evidence of Mr. Stanley, the Chief Eng-ineer. 
At r1uestion () it is stated :-

"By Mr. P. T. Grcgory: You stated, .J:1r. Stanlcy, that 
the average eost of the pl'C'-'Cllt section would be 
£ ~,218 per mile, while, on the other hand, you estimate 
tllat the remainder \Yould not exceed £±,000. How do 
you rceoncllc that with the fact that the TCma:incler of 
the country-that is, I am asf;uming you refer to the 
way by Goondiwindi-is lowe-r than that over 'vhich the 
fhl'l.t :;aCtion or tllc line pas:-;cs ~ 'l'hc earth works on 
this section of the liuc are heavier than I antieivnte 
tltcv wiH be on Llw rc~L of the rontc. 1 can give no 
ver\· definite information on that ma.ttcr, lweam;c I am 
not' yet in pos~c.-:..~ion of ~wction~ of Llw snrvey. .:\Iy 
information is containcrl in tltc reports or the sur
veyors after the general cxaminatiows made by th01n of 
the country." 

Then we have question 7, "" follows:-
"Then yon do not lay mnch strc~s npon gett.in~ 

t.ltron::,::h 010 inundated countr.v ~ I am uot in a position 
tn ~ay to tYl1at cxlcnt tlmt will affect the co,..;t of con
slntGtien: lmt. a:-: l'ar as 1 can gather, I clo not think it 
·will very· ])latcriall:·- a.!ltet. the total cost. rt i:-:; only 
lHH'tion"' of the lim~ t.lHtt willlH) :-.nbjent to flood." 

\Ve htcve it in iVIr. Stanley\; evidence, ttt any 
rate, that the line will he subject to flrH)(l. The 
exttlnt of line which is likely to he subject to 
flood is left a very open que,;tion. Some evidence, 
I think, has been given thttt some 15 or 20 miles 
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of this proposed route will be subject to flood, 
and floods of a very serious character indeed 
when dealing with railway construction:-

<1 :May I ask, have you any distinct information a~ to 
the charaeter of the remainder of the works? K o more 
than I have stated. I expect to be in pos.,ession, 
shortly, of more deHnite information, liS ::.\:Ir . .Austin is 
now engaged in making a careful examination of the 
country with the view of determinilJg the extent of the 
fiood waters ·which will have to be contended with." 

Now, I would make a remark upon the answer 
to that question, and in doing so I would refer 
hon. gentlemen to page 8 of the report, in wltich 
it appears that a letter was received by the 
committee from the Commissioner for Railways, 
dated 5th November, stating that instructions 
had been given to Mr. Surveyor Austin to 
proceed to Brisbane as quickly as possible, and 
another letter, of even elate, was received from 
the Chief Engineer, stating that the bt1rometrical 
survey to St. George wt1s mt1cle by Mr. Surveyor 
Drew and not by Mr. Surveyor Austin, who h,tr] 
never examined the country between \V arwick 
and Inglewood, and asking if both witnesses 
would be required to attend before the Com
mittee. It appears, therefore, that Mr. Sur
veyor Austin was not engaged in making the 
careful survey of the country which the Chief 
Engineer had spoken of, and that some other 
surveyor has actually clone his work. I would 
call attention to the fact that the letter stating 
this to the committee was dated 5th November, 
the same elate l1S Mr. Stanley's letter, and that 
l\fr. Stanley's evidence and letter are contradic
tory, inasmuch as the barometrical survey, which 
I may say is a very unreliable survey fur the 
purposes of railway construction, had been 
already made by Mr. Surveyor Drew, and that 
1\fr. Surveyor Austin was not then actually 
engaged upon it. At question 11 it is asked:-

"You have no information to offer as to the character 
of the country direct between the 1n·oposed terminus to 
St. George? No; I am not in possession of any definite 
information.'' 

Now, I think, hon. gentlemen, that the evidence 
of Mr. Stanley goes for nothing when we look 
at the proposal in the light in which I look 
at it- that it will commit the country to 
carrying out the extension to St. George 
from Thane's Creek. I do not think that such a 
proposal ought to be adopted by the House. 
\Ve should be committing the country to an un
known expenditure, to unknown difficulties, and 
this House ought not to go on evidence nr state
ments which have been brought before it in the 
hurried Wtty in which this scheme htts been 
brought up. I do not wish to say thttt at a 
future time I might not be of opinion that this 
course from \Varwick to Gooncliwincli ~·id St. 
George might not be the best one ; but I say 
that we have not before us sufficient information 
to justify us in committing the country to this 
very large and unknown expenditnre, and that 
we would not be doing- our duty to the 
country in adopting the proposal which b 
not supported by ftlll and .cnmplete information. 
I think, if we adopt this proposal, we are 
committing the country absolutely, at any r«te, 
to the continuation of the line from Thane's 
Creek to St. George, without the route being 
ascertained, and I say further that in considering 
the policy of the construction of a section of a 
main route of railway, we ought to have some 
information as to what is to follow, before we 
commit ourselves and the country to it. I notice 
that the estimated cost of this section is .£1 Ofi, COO, 
and hnn. 1nembers having had such large figures 
before them lately, might not be inclined to 
notice the amount, but it appears to me that 
£10G,OOO is a very large sum for us to expend in 
the present state of the fiuunces of the colony 
upon a section of 25 miles of railway. If this line 

came up before us as a railway to an agricultural 
district there might be something to be said in 
favour of it, but as it has been put before us, and 
with the meagre information in support ?f it, 
I certainly think we ought not to adopt rt. I 
have given briefly my reasons for opposing this 
line, and I trust hon. gentlemen will express 
their views upon it, so that the House may 
arrive at the best conclusion it can. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-! had hoped that the Hon. Mr. 
l\'facansh would have afforded us the advantage 
of his experience in regard to this matter now 
before us. However, of course, it depends upon 
ea.ch hon. member when he will choose to speak. 
Now, the question before us is considered by one 
part of the House to be a very small one indeed, 
simply the construction of 2,) miles of railway 
line, and they allege that if that 25 miles is 
approved of, it will not commit the Govern
ment in any way to going on with the line 
towards St. George. Now, that is truly absurd, 
because we well know, first of all, that 
the designation of the line in the Loan Act 
is "\Varwick to St. (}eorge,'' and \Ve have that 
designation in the report of the select committee. 
:Evidence has been taken bv the committee with 
regard to the extension of tlJe line, and that has 
not been confined to members opposed to the 
line, but <]Uestions have been asked on that point 
by those who are most active in their advocacy 
of it. Therefore, if we pass the line we shall 
commit oursehes to the subser1uent extension of 
it. In fact this is a repetition of what is con
stantly occurring. \Ve have made a line. to 
Highfields and find it is no good unless carr1ed 
to 'crow's K est. So with regard to all railways, 
we are generally pledged to their extension. 
Now, this line is proposed to go clown the banks 
of the Conclamine, a distance of 25 miles, to 
Thane's Creek. In going down the river it will no 
doubt go through a f~'\ir pi·opnrtion of good country, 
some very good, but the larger portion of the 
good country lies nearer to \V arwick than to ~he 
end of the line, and beyond the end of the hne 
we find a piece of cou11try which is absolutely 
non·agricultural. \Ve come upon a number of 
slate and quartz reefs where gold has been 
worked smne time ago, and where good finds 
were made; but if a railway Wl1S constructed 
down to that point how much of the traffic 
from that portion of the country would go by 
rail? Our practical knowledge on the subject is 
that, after you g·et about 10 miles from the town, 
the railway begins to be used; but that up to the 
distance of 10 or 12 miles it hardly ever is usecl, 
except for a little passenger traffic. We see that 
illnstrated in the case of the line between Ipswich 
and Toowoomba. If we wish to see the line in 
its most active state, we go up on Saturday, and 
we see that from the extensive agricultural dis
trict of Rosewoocl there may be t~enty or thirty 
passengers going in or out ::wcor~ing. to the ~ime ~>f 
day. The g·ood country along tlus rmlway ]me w1ll 
not in any way compare with the good country 
about Rusewood, and we cannot expect an 
auwunt of traffic sufficient to pay for the main
tenance. A great deal has been said about tbe 
country beyr\nd ; hut this portion of the line 
will g·ive no ttcces3 to anything important beyond. 
The tobacco growth at Texas is some 20 or 30 
miles off the line, and is more easy of access from 
the Stanthorpe extension. By itself this line 
has nothing to recommend it. An extension 
which will gn to \V arwick will increase the 
distance very materially, from fiO to 70 miles, be
yond wlHtt wonlcl be the result of st.artir:g the l~ne 
from other points. I have hearcl1t smd outs1cle 
that there is what is known as the t·ict rcctct from 
Ipswich tu \V ltrwick, but until that is settled in the 
at!:irmative we are not justified in starting from 
\V arwick to carry out an extension into the 
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interior ; bec:1use in going from Toowoomb:1 we 
acttmlly go b:1ck tow:1rds the coast to get to 
\V~uwick, and we have far wor.,e country to go 
over from \V :1rwick in going westw:1rd. Indeed, 
if it were finally decided to start from \V :1rwick 
it would be better to divert the line somewhat 
to the north, in order to get the best country 
for construction. Few hon. gentlemen are likely 
to know the character of the country there 
because it is covered with scrub, and although 
that is no impediment to a railway it is a very 
great impediment to people going to look over 
the country. I have gone through that 
country, and I do not think any hon. gentle· 
man would like to have followed me. How
ever, it would he possible to carry the line there 
without any very serious engineering difficulty 
to the westward. If you diverge to the south 
towards Goondiwindi, about 10 or 12 miles from 
that place you enter the flooded country. It is 
possible to avoid the flooded country until you 
reach that point, and there the Barwon throws a 
a vast sheet of water over the plains to the north 
and south. The reason why Goondiwindi is at 
all occupiable is that it is just in the fork, and 
there is a certain quantity of sand swept up and 
formed into a little bank, upon which are the 
principal buildings, such as the court-house and 
schools. The sandbank is only covered in 
ordinary floods to a depth of about two or three 
feet, and tbe rest of the country a little more. On 
the north side it is very much deeper. Now, we 
begin our difficulties at that point. The flooded 
country spreads out until at last the Barwon 
flows into the IV eir. The flooded country spreads 
out and unfortun,.tely becomes of a worse cha
racter. I do not know whether hon. gentlemen 
will understand me when I say that the country 
is covered with brigalow and oak scrub, which 
means that the country is very like what one 
would go through in going out to Roma, in the 
worst part of the scrub country. When you get 
to the l'vloonie the flooded country widens out to 
such an extent that the northern limit reaches up 
along what may be termed the Balonne water, 
until it gets a little above St. George. In 
high floodil the water covers the whole of 
the land which is occupied by the town 
of St. George, but to no great depth, 
because by building embankments round the 
houses and bailing out the water with buckets, 
people can continue in possession. In order to 
get acce:;s to St. George, which is spoken of as 
being an hnportant lh)int, we cannot go very far 
to the southward, but will have to go to the 
enormous expense of carrying the line along the 
northern boundary of the flooded country. 
\Vhile encountering no very great or difficult 
rises, of which there are very few in that direc
tion, the land will there be sufficiently high to 
carry out the works until we get to about five or 
six miles from St. George. Then we must 
cross the gre;ct flooded land of the Balonne, 
which is locally known as the "Lagoons." 
Now, St. George is the best place for crossing 
the Balonne, as it is above the junction of the 
several atfluents, the Narran, the Balbndula, 
and the Bokhara. There is also a rocky ledge 
there which keeps the water together, so that it 
is the most suitable place for a township in 
the district. Physically it is about the best 
point to which any line of traffic can go, quite 
apart from any question of vested interests of 
those who live there already or are likely to live 
there. Many persons may say this is not going 
along the southern horder ; but taking the 
question of our being anxiou:; to construct a 
line solely for the purpose of securing the whole 
of the traffic of our southern border, so as to 
prevent its being diverted into New South \V ales, 
it would be an exceedingly blind and stupid policy 
to run the line right along the border. It ought to 

be run 30 or 40 miles within our territory, because 
' it would have a far better chance of being fed 

by the products of the country; we should have 
30 miles on each side, inste:1d of having 
30 miles on one side only, and I look upon 
that as a distance which is easily covered on 
either side of a railway. In fact, we can hardly 
expect to carry our rail ways clo>er together as a 
rule than from 60 to 100 miles. It would be 
better to carry it 30 miles from the border, 
not on account of any less engineering di:ff:culties, 
but purely on accmint of the policy of the con
struction of the line. Then comes the question, 
Is there n0t-it has been alleged that there is-a 
considerable amount of traffic across the border? 
There is not. From Tenterfield, and following 
down the watercourses which form our southern 
boundary, we find that the whole traffic which 
crosses is simply what may be termed "single 
station" traffic; that is, a dray-track from each 
station. There is no such thing as a thorough
fare. Texas, perhaps, may be a partial exception 
to this rule, but the rule holds good from Texas 
down the Barron until you get to Mungindi, 
which is about south-south-east from St. George. 
A road does cross from New South vV ales and 
run up the Barron, and to St. George ; but the 
population of that country is unfortun:1tely 
exceedingly sparse. During the last fifty years 
agriculture has gradually decreased, and there 
was far more cultiYation there in the old times 
than there is now. It has been asserted tluct 
abundance of wheat crcn be grown there. If so, 
why is it not? It is said that the Warwick and 
New l~ngland flour can compete with it; but i£ 
we make a railway to it we shall remove the 
present protective duty of freight, and in 
reality, even if it were now just a paying 
industry, we should crush it, so that the 
rail way is not likely to increage the agri
cultural occupation. \Ve may inquire what 
is the reason that the township was started at 
Goondiwindi; it does no traffic across the border? 
It was simply because there was a good crossing 
place for stock which were driven across from 
Queensland into New South \Vales, and vice 
versd. Then, will the railway increase the pas
toral occupation ? No, because the country has 
already Leen overstocked. I myself have been 
through that country in not a bad year, when 
the stock were dying in hundreds, simply because 
there was no grass. For 12 miles on each side of 
the water the grass was gone, and I was oblh;-ed 
to go away with my horses more than 12 miles 
where there just happened to be little patches 
of grass, where I could give them a feed 
and then go back 12 miles for water. One 
serious difficulty in turning in to the flood 
country will be that there is no timber after you 
pass Leyburn which is suitaLle for the construc
tion of bridges, and very little for sleepers. 
There are a few ]Jatches near Inglewood and 
\Vestern Creek where ironbark appears; but it 
is exceedingly unsound and can hardly be termed 
timber. This line has been compared with the 
line from Rockhampton into the interior; but 
anyone who has travelled on the two route,; will 
know that the line from Rockham]Jton, after the 
first 10 or 20 miles, traverses country which 
is vastly superior to anything that there is along 
the sot1thern border of the colony-certainly 
until we get past the Balonne. "\Vhen we 
take into consideration that the Government 
have set forth their intention, and have actually 
placed upon the loan vote an amount of money 
for the construction of a line from Ipswich to 
IV arwick, until it is decided whether that line is 
to be constructed or not it would be premature 
for us to start any line frmp any point to the 
westward. Even if tlmt line were carried out, I 
believe it would be found that the actual length 
of that line will so far exceed what it is expected 
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that there will be very little saving. Neverthe
less it might w happen, if such a line were con
structed, that the balance would be found in its 
fn,vonr. With our present know ledge we are 
bound to see that there is very little prospect 
of the line being much shortened even by 
the construction of the vict J'ecta, as it is 
termed. If hon. gentlemen would like to know 
wlmt sort of difficulties they would have to deal 
with in regard to that line, I may point out 
there are son1e places in going up the ridges 
whore you have to run up one side, tunnel 
through, and come out at the other side-a sort 
of winding staircase. You go into a ridge 
here, and come out there ; and, I believe, in one 
ridge alone there are about three of these 
winding staircases. :Each of these will involve 
a very considerable increase of distance. The 
plain at the bottom of the range we know 
is not much above 500 feet, and the top of 
the range at the best place of crossing is 
about 2,500 feet. If we adopt the gradient 
of 1 in 50, which we have decided to be 
a reawnable one to adopt in any important 
lino, it will take 20 miles of line to get from 
the bottom of the rang·e to the top, even if we 
could find a stettdy even graLlient from the l.Jase 
to the summit. If we found mu·sel ves near the 
summit of the nmge in leds than 20 miles, we 
nniSt of necm;::;itv gn and seek out another place 
in order to increase the distance by winding in 
and out, according- to the conditior; of the 
country, until we have used up the distance of 
20 miles, and ascended at a gmdient of 1 in 50. 
There are certain 111atters of engineering which 
have shown tlmt long- gradients of 1 in 50 are 
not possil.Jie to Le worked with sttfety ttml 
economy, and it is indispensable to intro
duce what are termed flats or levels, upon 
which the eng-ines may be filled up with 
water, and other little matters set right which 
would not be possible upon heavy gradients. On 
a heavy gradient of sorne extent it is hnpossiLle 
to force any more water into the boiler ; you 
are ohliged to cut off the supply of water, 
and use the fuel and steam to the very 
utmost. Then when the engine reaches a little 
piece of level ground the boiler has to be filled. 
These are some of the reasons why you cannot 
run up Ion;(, heavy gradients unle,;o you intro
duce leyels for "breathing" the engines and let~ 
ting them get their wind or mther their water. 
Now, with the addition of 20 miles to the actual 
distance from Ipswich to the smnmit of the 
range, I think there will be very little in 
favour of that line ; but under any condi
tions we have no right to waste the money 
of the country in carrying out lines which 
may prove to be altogether in the wrong places. 
·when this question of the direct line from 
Ipswich to \Varwick has been settled, then will 
be the proper time to consider what we shall do 
with regard to the proposed extension. I trnst 
to have the opportunity of hearing the views of 
the Hon. J\ir. J\Iacand1, who, as a member of the 
select committee and also as a resident in the dis
trict for many years, will be able to give the 
House some valuable information in regard to the 
matter. 

The Hox. J. TAYLOR said: Hon. gentle
men,-! wish to say a few words on this ques
tion, as the Hon. 'Mr. :i\Lcc•1nsh won't get up to 
say anything about it, though every hon. rneJn
ber has llfJen expecting to hear him. First of all 
I rnnst e<mgra,tulate the reprcf:lentative of the 
C:uvernrncnt on the nutnnel' in \Vhich ho has 
introduced thi:-; qum~tion, for in n1y ovininn no 
previous leader of this House has ever shown 
as much eloquence nntl ability as the 
present Pootmaster-General h•ts shown last 
night and to-night in brin_ging forward. these 
railway motions. I ;;·ive hun great cred1t for 

the way in which he has done his work. I 
do not suppose all the tttlk in the world will 
alter a Ring-le vote · and I will taJ;,::e this O})por
tunity of s'aying th;,t votes hav~ been a_sked f_<>r 
previous to these railway motwns bemg ths
cussed, and I think it is most disgraceful to 
canva"'.s for votes. I know that .::;ome votes have 
been promised, and I say it is most disgraceful 
th.ct they have been promised. 

The HoN. F. H. HOLD:ERTON: N'ame! 
The HoN. J. TAYLOR: I shall not give any 

name. I might name you if I did. You have no 
rjght to call "N arne. )I 

The HoN. le. H. HOLB:ERTON : I think I 
hllve. 

The HoN. J. TA YLOR : :Exception has been 
taken by some hon. memb~rs to the decisit~n of 
the select committee havmr; been questwned 
by this House. I laughed when I heard hon. 
members say thr~t the House ought not to obJect 
to the report of the select committee. \Vhat did 
they do in New South \V ales a few years l!ack? 
Out of thirty-one reports from select committees 
twenty-eight were rejected by the House, 
and only three adopted. . Yet the select 
committee appointed by th1s Chamber ohjeet 
to reports drawn out by them being <jucs
tionml, and think it rudPncss for t}re 
Committee of the whole House to revise 
their doings. In this c.ase we :find a·com~nittee 
consisting of five men duoctly mterested m t.he 
1natter, and not one single 1na.n frmn the opposite 
side. I do not wish to mnke any disre.-;pectfnl 
remarks, but I must my it is strange that the 
Postnmster-General should appoint such men. 
He wa>J forced, however, to put poor old l<'oote 
off, and put someone el;;e in his j~la~e at the last 
moment. He may laugh, but 1t IS true that 
pressure \Vas brought to bear on him, ttnd poor 
Foote had to go. I am entirely opposed to the 
line, because I believe it will be the ruination of 
the colony, in spite of what. the Pm;tm.aster
General has said. I am satisfied th<tt 1f the 
border line is carried out it will not bring- one 
ton uwre goods up to the border, nor take one 
ton more down. It is to all intents and )HH')Joses 
a political line, as the one was th::t was passed 
last night. I will now read an article from m.'e 
of the strongest supporters of the Government m 
the Assembly:-

" ~i.ccording to the provisions of the Raihray :\et. of 
JRG-i, nndcr which rail\va.vs in Qnccn:o;land arc OalTlCtl 
out, His provided that Uefore any railways ca!l be con
structed by the GoYernmcnt, the plans, :;;cctwns, and 
book of reference must be av1n·ovcd by both House"' of 
Parliament. Hence, if the Legislative As~elll1;>1Y 
approve of a, line of ~·ailway aud. tile Legislative 
Council dhmp]Jrovc of 1t, and declme to . pas~ the 
plans, scet]ons, and book of reference. 1t cann?t 
be constructed. The :Standing Or(lcrs of the Lcgls
lat.ive Council abo provide that all plans, sect ions, 
and l)OOks of reference for propo~ed railways Inust 
be referred to a select commtttce of that Chamber ~or 
comdderation and rcvort. On Tnes!lay last the l'rmnd
ing- Chairman of the Legislative Council read a message 
from the Legislative Assembly forwarding for. t1Ie ap
Jll'OYal ot the l;pper ChamlJur the plans. se(:twns, aud 
hook of reference uf the propo::led lme of rcnlway from 
·warwick tmrards .St. Gcorge. The Postmaster-General 
thereupon crare notice that on the 2nd ~ovcmber next 
be would ~novo the follmvjng resolution:-·' rrhat the 
plans, sections, and bool~ of. refc~·encc of ,the proposed 
line of railway from 1\· ar,nek towards ;-:)1. (1corgc be 
referred to a select committee and that such com
mittee cm1sist of the following members.'" 

J\Tark the fo1lrnving JllOlitberK-a beautiful, nn
clhidcd family :-J. ll. J\Iacansh, a man well 
knnwn to have a. vast intcrm;t in thP IYJatter; 
:E. B. :B'orrest, a man who signed a petition in 
fn1·nur of the railway--

'fhe lioN. K D. :B'OUlU!:ST: Will you pro
duce it? 

The HoN. J. TAYLOH: Yes. 
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The HoN. E. B. FORREST : I t1o not think 
you will. Mind what you are saying about me. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: Next was J. C. 
Foote, a man well known in Ipswich. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Not so 
well known in this House ! 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: Very well known in 
Ipswich, and that is sufficient. \Vhat is known in 
Ipswich must be known here. The next was 
W. H. \Vilson-the lieutenant of the Postmaster
General ; and then there was the mover-that 
was himself. Now, is that a fair committee to 
appoint to take evidence upon that line? Every 
one of them in favour of the line ! 

The HoN. F. T. BRENTNALL: Are they 
all the members of the committee ? 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: Yes. 
The HoN. F. T. BRJ<;NTNALL: The Hon. 

Mr. Gregory was on the committee. 
The HoN. J. TAYLOR: He was put on after

wards in place of poor J<'oote. The article goes 
on to say:-

" 'J1he intention of the t"pper House in 11assing the 
Standing Order we have quoted was eyidcntly to enable 
the members of that Chamber to ohtain the very best 
aud most reliable informa.tion procurable as to the 
necessity of proceeding with the lines of railway re
ferred to them for their approval. 'rlmt this principle 
is a sound one is beyond <1nestion. and several times 
since 1861 the Legislative Council have rendered good 
service to the country by rejecting political and other
wise useless railways, a..nd saving the taxpayers from very 
large and ltnnect'"'4ary expenditure of public money. 
1Ve desire to point out tha,t in the selertion of the com
mittee above named there is an evident disposition on the 
part of the Gove1·nment to secure a favourable report for 
the 1Varwick to St. Gcorge railway. \Ve have no objection 
whatever to a fair committtee. 'J.1he Standing Order of 
the Legislative Council, approved as it has been by the 
Governor, is part of the consolidated law of the colony, 
and as such is entitled to such proper observance; but 
in the selection of a select committee to determine such 
a great question as the 1Yarwick to St. Gem·gc railway, 
involving as it does two or three millions of money. we 
thinl( it wonld be only common fairness to the whole 
colony to haveacommittee composedoffairandimpartial 
gentlemen. ·we desire it to be distinctly understood 
that we do not object to any member of the committee 
named by the Postmaster-General, on personal grounds. 
Our contention is this: 'l'hat as the committee now 
stands there are, avowedly, four 'vho may be regarded 
as favourable to the Government policy, and only one 
supposed to be the other way. It is impossible that 
tho public can have confidence in the report of a com
mittee so constituted; and it certainly gives colonr to 
the report which is in circuhttion that the Government 
are determined, nolen:s 'Dolens, to force the 1Ya1·wick to 
St. Gem·ge railway upon the people of the colony." 

That waR written by one of the strongest sup
porters of the Governmant. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Name! 
The HoN. J. 'l'AYLOR: Never mind the 

name; I will tell you privately by-and-by. 
The HoN. E. B. J<'ORREST : Let us know all 

about it; you are afraid to name him, and you 
know it. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: Afraid to name 
him! I am not afraid to name anybody, or do 
anything. Then the article says:-

" \,~e have before stated, and now repeat it, that if the 
Legislative Council approve of the ·warwic]( to St. George 
railway then the colOny is committed not only to the 
construction of the 233~ miles of line from \Yarwkk to 
St. George, but also to the constrnction of the via l"ecta, 
which, according to :J:Ir. St.anley's report, corroborated 
hy :Jir. Phillips, will cost over a million t-tterling." 
No doubt that is correct. 

The HoN. R B. FORREST: He knows a lot 
about it. 

The Hox. J. TA YLOR: l'IIore than you do. 
The HoN. E. B. FORREST: I do not think 

so. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: The writer con
tinues:-

,,The Legislative Council is in this instance a court of 
review. It has before it the fact that in the Legislative 
Assembly there was a great conflict of Dpinion; so 
mnch so that on division the line was only apJn·ovcd of 
by a majority of one, and if from that maj?rity we 
deduct the six voteR of 3-iinisters we have tlns result 
as far as the representatives of the people are concerned 
-26 against and onlY 21 in favour of the line. This fact 
alone is sufficient to justify the Legislative Council in 
sr<riously considering whether the practice which is 
adopted in the mother country is not the right one to 
pursue upon this occasion. It is part of the unwritten 
la.,v of the Constitntion of Engl~tnd that when 
a Bill or a great antl important question excites 
such conflict of opinion in the House of Commons 
that it is only carried by a small majority, or by the 
casting vote of the Speaker or Chairman of Committees, 
as the case may be, the 1neasnrc is laid aside and not 
proceeded with. And this is common to both the great 
political parties in I~ngland. \Vhether the Conserva
sives or the I.~iberals arc in office, and an C(IUality of 
votes is sho,vn on each side, the measure or (IUcstion 
under consideration is laid aside. It is the rule, and 
honourably observed by both parties, that every great 
political measure should be carried by an absolute 
majority, outside the members of the Government. to 
jnstify its being proceeded with. And Sir Samuel Gritnth 
himself has set the example in connection with 
the resolution of 3-Ir. Jordan referring to the repeal 
of the Contagious Diseases .-\._et. That resolution wa!ll 
carried by the casting vote of the Speaker, and the 
l)rcmier on being asked a question on the suhiect said 
that, with such a narrow majority a.s the casting vote, 
he did not feel jn~titied in dlstnrbing the existing law. 
l\:lay we not 'vith great propriety ask why the same rnlc 
should not applv to the large expenditure of public 
money involved in the 1\~arwick to St. Georgerail\vay as 
well as to an important public question whieh the re
peal of the Contagious Diseases Aet undoubtedly is? 
\Ye think that in appointing; a sclc<'t committee to in
(tuire into this railway, in view of the cirenmstancc~ we 
have Uctailedabove, there should ha.ve been a fair and im
IJartial selection-impartial, that is to say, repre::;enting 
both sides of the question." 

The POSTMASTER-GENEHAL: So there 
was. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: There was not. 
Look at the names, and you will see there was 
not:-

"If, in the I.Jeg-islative Council, as in the Legislative 
Assembly, there is a part.r opposed to and a party iu 
favour of the line then the ~elect connnHtee appointed 
to draw up a l'ClJOrt upon the qnestion should be fairly 
selected from both sides, and then 'vhatcvcr the report 
ma~· be it would inspire eonfidence in the public mind. 
But in the selection which has now been ma(le-four 
on one side and only one on the other-it appears 
to us that the report will be very much like the 
Bridgeworth eleetion- ' all on one side.' ,,~c very 
much underrate the stamina of members of the 
Legislative Council if they permit this counnittce 
to be a]Jpointed in the manner in which it has been 
selected. \Ye hope that there are members in the 
Council who will insist upon a selection being made 
that will represent both sides of the question. If that 
is done we have no doubt 1vhatm·er as to the result. 
The matter is one of very scrions importance indeed ; 
it affects the expenditure of .£::3,000,000, with an annual 
interest amounting to £120,000. Before such a gigantic 
scheme is carried ont the country onght to be 
satislied, upon the best and most reliable evi
dence procurable, that ihe railway, when con
structed, will not only pay working expenses, but also 
some quota of the interest on the cost of its construe lion. 
As a question of justice we think it our dnty to 
draw attention to this matter. The whole colony i~-; 
largely interested in it. ·vre have said before, and we 
repeat it, that it is not a matter which concerns 
Toowoomb~t or VVarwick individnallv. It~ oncerns the 
wholP. of t]l.e taxpayers of the colonY who will ha,-e to 
pay the annual interest. They have therefore n large 
interest in it, and on their behalf. already hensily taxed 
as 1 hc,v arc, we appeal to the good scwm of the I.JC~IS
lative Conncil to sne on rrnesdaY 11ext, \\hen the l'm;t
mastcr-Gencral move~ his rcsolnvtion, that a committee 
is appointed who will fairly and impartially represent 
both sides of the Fyper Chamber." 

'l'hat wa8 an article written by one of the 8trong
est "UlJporters of the Government, and yet he 
could not agree with their decision. I have a 
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ist here taken from the census returns for the 
year 1886. On Darling Downs \Vest, including 
all the country from the border of the census 
district of \V arwick and Goondiwindi, as well as 
that town anr! the stations surrounding it-140 
miles of country-the population consists of 
1,131 men, women, and children. ]'rom Goondi
windi to St. George there is no settlement the 
whole way, the country not beingfitforsettlement. 
The St. George people do not require the rail
way, and they deliberately declare, in meeting, 
that they do not ref[nire it. As I said before, 
the line must cost £3,000,000. There is no doubt 
about that, and the annual interest will amount 
to £120,000. The railways are now showing- a 
decrease of £10H,OOO. That was last year, which 
was a bad year, but this year is worse. 
This year the Treasurer estimates that he will 
receive £70,000 fn.m railways in excess of last 
year, but what has been the result so far? The 
first quarter of the financial year shows a decrease 
of £3G,OOO, or an average of £2,000 a week. J<'rom 
the 1st October to the 30th November there has 
been a decrease of £Hi,OOO, showing that in 
four and a-half months of the financial year 
the railway receipts have decreased to the extent 
of £52,000. What will be the result during the 
next two years we cannot say, but there will 
probably be a deficiency of · £100,000. Hon. 
gentlemen, I object to thiK milway in every way, 
and I hope the House will Le manly enough and 
have braim enough to throw it out for the 
present. If we are losing £2,000 a week by our 
railways, it is f[Uitc time to stop their extension. 
I shall oppose the line in every way, and I hope 
it will be thrown out. 

Question put, and the l'm;smrxG CH.UmiAN 
declared that the "N at-Contents" had it. 

The HoN. A. RAFF said : Hon. gentlemen,
\Vhen I came to the House this afternoon-

IImwr;nABLE MEMBERS : Too late t 
The l'RESIDING CHAIRMAN: I have 

declared that the "Kat-Contents" have it. 
The POSTMASTER-GERERAL: Divide t 
The House divided :-

Coxn::n·s, 13. 
The Hons. rl\ ::uacUonald-Patcrson, J. D. }Iacansh, 

li. C. ,,~ood, D. 1~. I~oberts, J. 0. Footc, J . .Swan, 
F. T. Jlrcntnall, \V. HoratlO ·wnson, J. S. Turner, 
J<~. B. Ji,orr<:'Y<t, \V. Pcttigrew, J. C. J-Ieusslcr, anll 
A. Heron \rilson. 

XoT-Co.l\-'l'ENT.s, 13. 
The Hons. P. I-I. IIolbcrton, J. Taylor, F. ·r. <~rcg-ory, 

A. 0. Grcgory, U. King, A. R.aH', ·w. Forrcst, "\Y. Aplin, 
J. C. Smyth, \Y. G. Power, 1V. F. I.~ambert, :F. II. Hart, 
and A. J. Thynne. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRl'IIAN said : A 
division having been called, there appear :-Con
tents, 13 ; N ot'contents, 13. I give my casting 
vote with the "Kat-contents," and the question 
is therefore resolved in the negative. 

MESSAGES FIWM THE LEGISLATIVl~ 
ASSEMBLY. 

Br;nnrNG SocmTms BILL. 
The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced 

that he had received a message from the Lq;isla
tiveAssembly, intimating that they did not insist 
on their disagreement to the amendment in clan se 
2G, upon which the Legislative Council insisted. 

SoL'TH BnrsnAXE M~;cHANrcs INsTITU'rE 
SAr.E BILL. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMA~ annnonnced 
the receipt of a mes,age from the Legislative 
"'>ssembly, intimating that they disagreed to 
some amenclrnents in this Bill, and agreed to 
others with amcndment.s. 

On the motion of the HoN. A. ,J. THYKKE, 
the message was ordered to be t;1ken into con
siclemtion in committee to-morrow. 

ERROit IN MESSAGE. 
The POSTMA8TER-GENERAL sttid: Hon. 

gentlemen,-vVith the consent of the House, I 
now beg to move that the following message be 
sent to the Legislative Assembly:-

3-IIL S.P.EAK ER, 

In the scheclule of amendments made by the 
I.,egislativc Council in the British Companies Bill 
rctnrncd to the Leg-islative Assembly by message, 
dated 2ith instant, two errors have oeeurrcd by the 
insertion of the word "December" in the amendments 
in clauses 10 and 14, 'vhcre the \Vord "January" should 
appear. 

Question put and passed. 

GLADSTONE TO BUNDABERG 
RAILWAY. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL laid 011 the 
table of the Ht>use the report of the select cmn
mittee appointed to inquire into the proposed 
railway from Gladstone to Bundaberg, and moved 
that it be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

WARWICK TO ST. GEORGE RAILWAY. 
The POSTMASTER-GE:!'\J~RAL saicl: Hon. 

gentlen1en,-The next Order of the l>ay is 
Ko. 4, which runs in the following terms:-

" 1. 'l'hat this Honsc approves of the plan, section, 
and book of reference of the proposed ra..ilwa.y from 
\Varwiek towards St. George, sed-ion 1, commencing at 
lfit-l miles 48 chains, near East \Vanvick Station, awl 
(mding at 'l'hanc's Creek. HJ3 miles 70 chains -t-:t.links, in 
length 2!'i miles22chains41· linlo;,as received by message 
from the I.Jcgislative Assembly on the 2Gth ultimo. 

"2. 'l'hat such approval be notified to the Legislathrc 
Assembly by message in the usual form." 

In moving the resolution, I need hardly say it is 
not worth my while to go over thegr~und I h.a\'e 
previously traversed in regard to th1s f[nestwn, 
because it n111st be apparent to every hon. 
member that the question of policy and cost h:1" 
already been brought before the House.. That is 
all the select committee has to deal w1th. The 
C[nestion of policy and cost is all that is relegated 
to a select committee, and that is done under 
Standing- Order No. 111, which reads as follows:-

" RESOLUT!OX~ REL\TIKG TO COXSTlWCTIO:V O.F R~\IUL1YS. 

'' vi_dopteU by ~he !Jcgislativc Council, 2M·h September, 
1S71J; approved 2nd October, 1879.) 

"·whenever resolutions calling for the sanction of 
Parliament to the construction of raihyays and approval 
of _plans, sections, and hooks of l'efcrcnce are brought 
to the r .. cgislati.ve Council. the same s.hnll lie on the 
tablf' for a pcriocl of one week, and then be referred to~~ 
select commit tee, which ~hall be ordered to sit r7r~ rlie io, 
diem, and collect sueh evidence a~ may be ut.tainable 
on the policy and probable cost of each sepan~to line of 
railway, and report to the House on or before the four
teenth day after the appointment of such committee." 

Hon. gentlemen are aware that we have abro
gated this order to the extent of allowing com
mittees to sit on the subject-matter referred to 
them before a week has expired after the plans, 
sections, and books of reference have ]Jeen la~d 
on the table of the House. \Ve have also, m 
3eveml instances, asked for further time beyond 
the fourteen days allowed by the Standing. Order 
with a view to em•ble the Committee to Lnng up 
their report in the terms of their appointment. I 
think it is quite right that I should observe that 
this f[Uestion of the construction of this proposed 
line is one that is moving the whole colony. I 
say that ad visecliy, for the reason that two
th.irrls of the population of the country are in 
the southern end of the colony, and they are 
all moved as one man to conserve the trade 
inwards and outwards of the vVestern territory 
to the port of Brisbane. l\Iost of that trade is 
now going to Kew South \Vales; part of 
it is going- to South Australia. It is very 
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desirable, therefore, that this colony should, 
once and for ever, adopt a policy of con
servatis~n in regard to that matter. It is simply 
a questwn of whether we she>uld allow our trade 
to pa"s into the colonies of New South vV ales 
and South Australia, or expend a moderate 
sum per mile in the establishment of a m& in road, 
which means the iron horse travelling at 20 miles 
an hour, into a territory which is now practically 
part of other colonies. Are we to stand still and 
be stamped out? Are we to allow our trade to be 
scooped up and swept to Newcastle and Sydney? 
Tho.;earethe questions which we have to consider. 
?'he matter is one of loyalty to our country. There 
1s nothing more important to the southern part 
of the colony, than the adoption of the policy 
involved in the resolution before the House. The 
Hon. Mr. Lambert mttkes an interjection. I 
know he is an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Central line ; but I think the hon. gentl8lm1n 
will allow that I have as good a knowlege of 
what will he the effects and the results of the 
construction of the Central Railway as he has; 
and I know that the construction of this line is 
much more important, with regard to the policy 
of the southern portion of the colony, than the 
speedy extension of the Central Railway, for 
which the hon. g-entleman is such a strong advo
cate. Can team-carriage or can1el-carriage cOln
pete with the works policy of the Grn·ernment 
of this country? I answer emphatically, "No." 
It rests with this ChamlJer to say whether we shttll 
stand still or go forward and secure the trade 
which properly belongs to Queensland. It is this 
Chamber that will be charged with credit or dis
credit, according as it adopts or rejects this policy. 
I think it is unnecessary fr,. me to ad vert to 
what seems to have been a misapprehension on 
the part of somebody when the last motion w::1s 
put, because there were unquestiomcbly three 
gentlemen on their feet ready to address the 
Chamber before any declaration was made n,s to 
the vote at all. 

Hm!OURABLE MEMBERS: No ; not one. 

The POSTMASTEU-GENERAL: Hon. gen
tlemen may say "No" a thousand times ; what I 
dedare i., the fact. 

The Hox. ,J. TAYLOR: I rise to a point of 
order. This is a gross insult to yourself, 11r. 
Presiding Chairman. 

The POSTYI:ASTER-GENERAL: It is 
nothing of the kind. It would be a gross insult 
to say that the hon. the Presiding Chairman saw 
those gentlemen; but Le did not see them. 

The Ho:-~. J. TAYLOR: Because they were 
not there. 

The POSTMASTJ<~R-GENERAL: The hon. 
members themselves can say at once whether I 
am correct in stating that the Hon. Mr. Raff 
was on his feet, that the Hon. Mr. Macansh Wfls 
on his feet, and thaG I myself was on my feet. 

The HoN. W. F. LXlviBERT : You were not. 

The POSTMASTER-GENEILAL: I affirm 
that I was. I repeat that the Hon. 1Ir. l\Iacansh 
and myself were on our feet before the question 
was detennined. 

The HoN. \V. F. LAMBERT : You were not. 

The POST~L\S'rER-GEKERAL: Be that 
as it may, the subject before lB now is this 
motion I h,we just read. I hope hon. gentlemen 
will give it that warm support that theY o-ave 
to the last motion, and I have no fear" for 
the result~not a bit. This is a motion 
that must carry with it every hon. gentleman 
who has the intere"t of the colony at heart, 
and who knows, as everyone must know, that in 

this portion of Queensland there is an enormous 
population as compared with the population in 
other parts. We are all interested in making 
the port of Brisbane as good as the ports of 
Sydney and Melbourne, and this port is entitled 
to the trade of our own territory. We are 
entitled to all the wool that may he produced 
in the Western districts about St. George, and 
southerly and westerly towards the border; and 
we should not permit New South vV ales to grab 
it from us at the expense of our own capit"'l. 
This is a question of self-protection. \Ve 
wioh to retain our own business~to supply 
our own countrymen with what they want 
in the way of business, and to receive in 
return all that they produce. If this House 
should affirm that it is desirable for New South 
\V ales to prey upon us as she has been 
doing for the past five or ten years, then I 
sfly that is a result which cannot but produce 
dissatisfaction to those most interested. I flm 
sure the matter will receive attention ; I am sure 
it will be well discussed. I am perfectly certain 
that there are hon. gentlemen here able to gi;·e 
much more information on the subject than I am 
~the Hon. E. B. :B'otTest. the Hon . .Mr. JYJacansh, 
the J'viessrs. Gregory, and other h<m. gentlemen 
are well able to state that some years anterior to 
the present time we were doing a considerable 
business with that part of the country, which 
at the present time has no existence. The profit
able business with that part of the country~ 
the traffic of our teams and railways and steam
boats and sailing vessels at the present time has 
all pa"ed away ; and whither has it gone? It 
has gone over the border to New South vV ales. 
I think this House should have another oppor
trmity of determining whether this policy of 
beg;_;·ar~rny-neighbonr, or beggar ourselves rather, 
shall be carried out. As I sairl in ttn earlier part 
of the afternoon, we do not wish to take one ton 
of goorls out of New South \V ales, or put one ton 
of goods into it; we wish to protect ourselves, 
and attend to our own business. The construc
tion of this railway would lead to the conserva
tion of a very large busineRs in the best section 
of the colony of Queensland, hecause from Cape 
l\Ioreton to South Australia there is better terri
tory th>tn exists in the portion of the colony up to 
" point 200 miles north, or 200 miles north of 
tht>t again, >tnd so on up to the Gulf of Carpen
taria. vV e have there " territory three times as 
large as the whole colony of Victoria, and why 
should we not keep it for ourselves? Are we to 
stand quietly by and allow our neighbours to 
absorb the business we have httd with ourselves, 
and which is going a~ begging simply for the want 
of a rail way track? I answer no. I am quite 
sure that the response to my appeal to the hon. 
members of this House to he loyal to the country 
of their adoption~to be loyal Queenslanders~ 
will not he answered in the negative, but will be 
answered in the affitmative~namely, that the 
policy I now propose shall be adopted by the 
country. 

The Hox. F. T. GREGORY said : Hon. 
g·entlemen,~I am surprised at the motion of the 
hon. the Postmaster-General, after he has been 
suh;bntially defeated. :Yly object in now rising 
is to dmw the attention of the Hous" to what I 
believe to be a point of order. The point of 
order is this : we have distinctly negatived the 
report recommending that the plans, section, and 
book of reference be approverl. I cannot see 
how, ha\~ing negatived that, we can bring up 
another motion that they be approved. It is 
exactly the same resolution that has been nega
tived, and I do not think it is competent for the 
matter to be put to the Honse. I therefore ask 
the ruling of the Presiding Chairman as to 
whether, under those circumstances, it is cmn
petent to put the motion ? 
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The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: My ruling 
having been asked on this question, I hold that 
the motion now proposed is in effect the same as 
that which we have negatived, and that the 
motion cannot be put again to the House. The 
House has not the power to proceed with the matter 
de no"o when it has negatived the same question 
in effect. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Hon. gen
tlemen,-! have now the honour to move that 
the ruling of the Presiding Chairman be disagreed 
to. 

The HoN. F. T. BRENTN ALL : Hon. gentle
men--

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: No debate 
can take place on this question. 

The POSTMASTER- GENERAL : Hon. 
gentlemen,-Assuming I have just sat down--

The HoN. W. FORREST: I rise to a point 
of order. The hon. gentleman has spoken. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I simply 
wish to make an observation. 

The HoN. W. J<'ORREST: I rise again to a 
point of order. The hon. gentleman h,:s spoken. 
I ask the ruling of the Presiding Chairman. The 
hon. gentleman cannot speak again if one mem
ber dissent. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : Do you 
dissent? 

The HoN. W. FORREST : I do dissent. 
The POSTMASTER-G EN.ERAL: Very well. 
Question-That the ruling of the Presiding 

Chairman be disagreed to-put. 
The House divided :-

CoNTENT:;;, 8. 

The Hons. T. Mncctonnld-Patcrson, F. T. Brentnall, 
·w. Uoratio 1-\~ilson. J. D. JHamtnsh, \V. F. Taylm·, J. Swan, 
·w. Pett.igrew, and J. C. Foote. 

J\OT-COT\TEXTS, 15. 

The Hons. A. C. Gregory. F T. Gregory, \i\r. Forrcst, 
G. King, A. Rnff, A. Heron \rilson, A. J. r.l'hynnc, 
F. H. Holberton, W. G. Power, W. F. Lambert. F. li.linrt, 
J. C. Smyth, W. Aplin, J. 1'aylor, and II. C. Wood. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said: Hon. 

gentlemen,-! shall conclude my observations 
with a substantive motion, and it will be to the 
effect that this House do now adjourn. I think 
there must have been a misapprehension, or at 
least a quasi misapprehension, in the minds of 
some hon. gentlemen with respect to what has 
just transpired. I refer, of course, to the ruling
of the Presiding Chairman. I say it with all 
respect-that the ruling of the Presiding Chair
man is entirely wrong. 

The HoN. W. ]'ORREST said: Hon. gentle
men,-! rise again to a point of order. The hon. 
the Postmaster-General has already dissented 
from the ruling of the Presiding Chairman, 
carried it to a division, and the House has 
decided by a majority against him. I am 
astonished-and yet, on second thought, I am 
not astonished, considering that he will use any 
means to carry his point--to see him get up 
again and say that the ruling of the Presiding 
Chairman was wrong-, after the House has ex
pressed a most decided opinion that it was right. I 
rise, as I said, to a point of order, and I ask you, 
sir, whether the hon. the Postmaster-General can 
refer to what has been settled, first by yourself, 
and afterwards by a division of the House ? 

Tho PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: The rJues
tion having been settled on a division, it cannot 
be reopened. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I think I 
am entitled to ask that the Presiding Chairman's 
ruling should be supported by some quotations 
from "May," or some other authority on consti
tutionallaw and parliamentary practice. 

The HoN. W. FORREST: We have settled 
the question. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Are we to 
accept the decision, without having it supported 
by the opinions of recognised authorities? 

HONOcRABI.E MEMBERS : Order ! Order ! 
The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: I shall 

resume the chair in half-an-hour. 
The House having resumed, 
The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Hon. gen

tlemen,-Having- considered the matter I see no 
reason to :.tlter my ruling. :My ruling havjng 
been disagreed to and.referred to the House, and 
a majority of the House having decided that my 
ruling was a correct one, there can be no depar
ture from it, and I decline to reopen the question, 
and shall consider any :.tttempt to reopen the 
question as out of order. 

The POSTMASTEH-GENERAL: I beg to 
withdraw my motion for the adjournment of the 
House. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

MESSAGES FROM THE LIWISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

BRITISH CmrPANIEs BILL. 
The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced 

the receipt of a message from the Leg-isl:.ttive 
Assembly, intimating that the Assembly had 
agreed to the amendments made by the Leg-isla
tive Council in this Bill. 

GOLD FIELDS Hoii!EST~~,\D LEASES DILL. 
The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced 

the receipt of a message from the Leg-islathe 
Assembly, intimating that the Assembly had 
agreed to the new clanse inserted in this Bill by 
the Legislative Council, with the addition of the 
words "Provided that the purchaser must be a 
person qualified to apply for a lease under the 
Act," and had agreed to the other amendments 
made by the Legislative Council in the Bill. 

Co:~rniiTTEE. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER
G ENEHAL, the House went into committee to 
consider the Legislative Assembly's message. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
the amendment of the Legislative Assembly on 
the new clause 22 be agreed to. The Council's 
amendment consisted of the insertion ofthe new 
clause as follows :-

"·when a holding under this Act is taken in execution 
under the judgment of any court of competent jurisdic
tion, and sold, the sheriff or other proper officer shall 
execute a transfer of the lease to the purchaser at such 
~ale ; and upon production of the transfer to the 
warden, and pa}ment of the presc>ribed fee, the lease 
shall be tram;fcrred to sncll purchaseraccordlngly." 

That was the original amendment of the Legis
lative Council, and the Legislative Assembly 
proposed to add the provbo-" Provided that 
the purchaser must be "'perRon qualified to apply 
for a lease un<ler this Act." He did not think 
any discussion need arise upon the amendment, 
and he simply moved that it be af(reed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the POSTMASTER

GENERAL, the House resumed, and the CHAIR· 
MAN reported that the Committee had agreed to 
the amendment of the Legislative Assembly in 
the new clause 22. 
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The POSTMASTEE-GENERAL said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-I beg to move that the following 
message be transmitted to the Legislrctive 
Assembly:--

1\IR. SPEAKt;B., 

The Legislative Council, having ha(l under con
sideration the Legi>:.lative Assembly's mC1'~a~e relntive 
to the amendments made b>· the lt<-'glslatiYe Council in 
the Gold Fields IIomcste,ul Lca.sos Bill, beg now to inti
mate that they agree to the amendtnent made b~· the 
I,egh;Lttive Assembly in the proposed new clause 22. 

Qnestion put aml passed. 

CRow~ LANDS Ac'r m' 1884 AilmNmm~T Bn,L. 
The PRESIDING CHAIR-:\IAN mmounced 

the receipt of ft 1nes:mge frmn the LegiHlu.tive 
ASHcmbly intimating that the Legislative As
sembly had :1:::reed to the :1mendments nmde by 
the Legisbtive Council in this J3ill. 

ADJOUHNMENT. 
The POSTMASTER-GK'\ERAL said: Hon. 

gentlemen,-I arn about to move that this House 
do now nrcljonrn; and in doing so I wish to say 
tlmt the time for meeting to-morrow will be 2 
o'clock for half-prtst 2 o'clock sharp. I take this 
opportunity of stating, that in my remarks this 
evening, with respect to the ruling of the Chair
mnn-I hope the Home will bear\\ jth me for a 
moment or two--I entertained no disrespect what
ever tr> the Presiding Chairman or his ruling. On 
the contrary, for that gentleman I entertain the 
highest respect. I had n1yreasonsfordir-tagreeingto 
the ruling of the Chair ; and hon. gentlemen who 
are used to parliamentctry work know very well 
that it is not an unusual thing to disagree even 
to the ruling of the Presiding Chairman in this 
Chamber, or the ruling of the Speaker in the 
other Honse. I had my reasons for taking the 
step I did and speaking the words I spoke, and 
I wish at once to disclaim, at once in the heartiest 
and most honest manner, that so far ns the Pre
siding Chctirman is concerned, I have not one 
wor<l of cavil to mrtke with respect to his ruling, 
and I hope, on the contrary, that everyone 
in this Chamher will, while he occupies the 
position-which he I am certain adorns-will 
hn.ve the sa1ne 01)inion of his qualitieR as a 
Cho,irm<tn that I have ; and if that be so there 
will be no fault to be found 'vith him while he is 
in the position he now holds. I move that this 
House do now adjourn till to-morrow at 2 o'clock 
for lmlf-t•ast 2 o'clock sharp. 

Qnestion pnt and passed. 

The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 
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