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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tlnwsday, 18 Novembe?', 1886. 

Message from Administrator of the Government.
Question.- ::\lotion for Adjournment- railway 
station-masters' salarie:5.-Leavo of Absence to .lfr. 
l\Iorehead.-J.:Iossage from the Legislative Council
Building Societies Bill.-\Va .. nviek to St. G-corg;e 
Railway-witnesse;;' cxpenses.-Supply-resumption 
of committee.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

MESSAGE FROM ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

The SPEAKER said : I have to announce 
the receipt of a message from His }<;xcellency 
tho Administrator of tlie Government, forward
ing· the Supplementary Estimates No. 2, for 
188.'5-G, and the Loan Estimates for 11-iSG-7. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TRF.A
SUllER, the Estimates were ordered to be 
printed, n,nd referred to the Committee of 
8upply. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. G It HIES asked the lVIinister for 'V orks-
1. Have instrnctiuns been giYen for a trinl surYcy of 

a branch railway line from Indooroopilly to Brook
tielil? 

2. "\Yhen is the survey likely to be commenced ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) replied-

The Chief l~ngineer has been instructed to make a 
trial survey from Indooroopilly to J~rookfield as soon as 
a surveyor is available for the service. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
RAILWAY STATION-MASTERs' SALAI\IES. 

The 1\IINISTER FOR WORKS sa.id: Mr. 
Speaker,-I arn desirouR of giving an explana
tion to hon. members in connection with the 
matter which was referred to last night when the 
E8timates were passing through in connection 
with the salaries of the station-masters. I 
instructed the Commissioner this morning to 
get a report from the tmffic manager on the sub
jAct. That report has been furnished and I will 
now read it to the House :-

"l\ir.~w. 

"In accordance with your verbal request of this 
morning I have the honour to report on the salaries, 
Sonih Coast ltailway. ns follows:-

"South Coast Junction.-The pre~ent officer in charge 
of this stf~tion was a;ppointed 1st ~ept. lnst at a salary 
of £120 per annum, made up as follows:-

Railway salary... £~8 
Postal , 12 
Telegraph , ... 10 

Total ·-- £120 
and he has been llflid accorrlin;:dy. Ho ha'-' never marlc 
any complaint and has never been asked by me to r~mit 
m1y part of the alJove. 

"The previous oflicer was aupointed in }larch 1885, nt 
a salarr of £120 per annum inclu!';ivc of all llnt,ics 
connected with the Post and 'relcgraph Department as 
well as the Railway. He W<ts 1_mid al the rate of £120 
per annum from the time ot his appointment until 
removed to nethania. 

"Rocklea.-The porter at present in charge of this 
station is paid at £100 per annum, as follows, namely:-

Railway salary . . . £88 
Postal 12 

Total ... £100 

Ho \Vas appointed in April, 1885, when the station was 
first opened, at a salary of £100 per annum. I enclose 
copy of his letter of appointment, from which yon will 
see that thP, salary-namely, £100-was distinctly stated 
to include postal duties. He has been paid in full, t~nd 
has never been asked t0 refund any part of the £100 at 
which he \Vas appointed. 

" Cooper's Plf~ins.--The gatekeeper in charge here is 
paid £13 by the R>tilway and £12 by the Postal Depart
ment~ total, £25 per annum. 

"Sunnybank.-The porter in charge at this station 
was appointed ·when the station first opened at a salary 
of £100 per annum, to include post and te~egraph 
duties as well as ra,ilway. He has been paid accor
dingly, and has never been asked to refund any part of 
that sum. 
"Betlmnia.~The porter at present in chn.rge of this 

st::ltion was appointed in September last to the position 
of sta.tion-mastc~r, postmaster, and telegraph operator as 
follows:-

Rail way salary 
Postal ,, 
Telegraph , 

Total 

£78 
12 
10 

£100 
and he has been paid according-ly. The previous officel' 
\Yas appointed at a salary of £100 pm· annum to include 
the post and telrgraph duties. He wns paid in full a.nd 
was neYer askell to refund any part of that amount. 

"Logan Villnge.-The porter at present in charge 
wns nppointecl in June, 1886, at £101. per annum, made 
up as follows:-

Railway salary 
Postal 

'rotal 

... £86 
18 

... £101 

He has been paid accordingly, and has never made any 
complaint. The previous officer was atlpointed when 
the station opened in September, 1885, at £132 per 
annum, to include postnl duties, and he was paid 
accordingly at the rate of £132. 

·'Themisunderstanding in regard to this matter arose 
last year. \Vhen the South Coast line was opened, I 
pointed out the advisability of the officers in char~e of 
station~ being paid one salaiT, to include post and 
telegraph duties. The Postal Department, however, 
objected to this in a letter addressed to the Uncler 
Secretary for Railways. and dated ~I::ty, 1885. This 
letter was never communicated to me, and in making 
up the pay-sheets I entered the full salary, inclusive of 
the Post and 'l'elegraph allowances, in accordance with 
the arrangement approYed of by you. 

"I aftenvards discovered tbat the Postal Department 
were paying theh· portion of the salaries to the officers 
direct instead of through the Railway Depnrtment. It 
will be ~een that each officer has all along been paid in 
fnll, but for the period between April, 1885, and ·Ianua.ry, 
1R8li, they accepted pay for the ~amc duties from both 
departments. It was this money over-paid prior to the 
1st l<'ebrun.ry last which I asked them to refund, and the 
amounts refunded have aU been duly credited in the 
railway accounts. 

''Since 1st Pcbruary last the Rail,vay Department 
has paid its own proportion of the salary ngrecd upon 
lJetwecn the offieers on one part and the department on 
the other. and there can be no misunderstanding in the 
fnlure. 1'hero never \YOnld have been any misunder
standing if the Postal Department's letter of ).:lay, 18H5, 
had been commnnicated to me, or if the officers them
solve" had drawn attentiOn to the fact that they were 
being paid twice for the same duties. 

"I have not addressed a letter on tl1is subject to 
any of the officers in question since tile month of 
l\iarch last, nor have they made any complaint to llle 
duriug that time. I certainly understood the whole 
matter was disvo::;ed of then. The officers have the 
right of :t ppen.l to lhe Cmnmisi',ioncr. for Puaihn1ys, and 
thh facility for redressing their gr1evancos they have 
never availcrl. them~elvcs of. 

"In conclusion I may point out that my reasons for 
re(~Onnnending that the ltailway Department shoulrt. 
pay all the salaries clue to its officers, and colleet from 
the other departments the moiety due by them, was 
the difficulty I experienced in selecting officers for the 
more important positions. It is not ~o long ago that 
the ~tation-mastcr at Oxley made a better income than 
the one at Brisbane, and would have looked upon pro
motion to Brisbane or Ipswich as a decided reduction." 
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I think that explains the whole matter, Mr. 
Speaker. The mistake arose through the Postal 
Department paying their share while the Rail
way Department paid the whole salary, and the 
officers were conse<1uently paid twice for the per
formance of the same duties. That was about 
twelve months ago, and since that time each 
department has paid its own share. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Move the 
adjournment. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS I beg to 
move the adjournment of the House. 

'l'he HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-\Ye have heard the statement written 
by the traffic manager, and a portion of it 
entirely contradicts the statement made by the 
Minister for \Vorks last night. The Minister 
for \Vorks last night stated distinctly that no 
letters were ever written to those officers to 
retnrn any moneys paid them by the Post Office 
anthorities. I knew at the time that that state
ment was incorrect, antl I conld not say upon 
what authority the Minister made it, but it nnu;t 
have been on the authoritv of the officer who in 
the statement just now" read admits that he 
did write to thm;e men, but not since lYiarch 
last. The i\Iinister for \VorkH says that the mis
unclcrstanding arose h·orn the Pust~tl Department 
11nd the Rr~ilway Department paying the snme 
sn.laries for ~mne thno la.Kt year, bn't cl(~-es he furo·et 
that it is two years ago since I brought f'he 
matter under his notice? Does the hon. gentle
Juan not recollect that two years ago the tun.tter 
wns brought under his notice when the Stttne 
e:-;tin1atcs \vero going through? The con1plaint 
was"rnacle then, and the Rarue corn plaint is guinu· 
on still. So that whatever mismHlerstanding 
n..rose twelve lnonthB ago cannot be the sa1ne as 
was brought nn<ler his notice two years ago, ~tnd 
which wasa,gain brought under hisnoticelastnight. 
The hon. member for Oxley had said he c,;uld 
produce half-a-dozen letter,; th~tt were written to 
those officers, and I had complaints made to me 
on the sn,me matter. The traffic manag-er said 
no complaints were mrtde to him ; but I com
plained to him and to the U ne! er Secretary for 
Ertilways; ~tncl I even went to the Post Office to 
find ont whether the st~ttements of those men 
were true, and I was told they were perfectly 
true. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes; they 
were asked to return money they had been paid 
twice over. 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN : The Post 
Office authorities refn,;ed to place their servants 
under the control of the Hail way Ilep~trtment. 
They looked upon the men running the post 
offices and telegmph offices ~ts their servants, 
and both the Postmaster-General ~tnd lYir. 
MacDonnell would not sufier those men to be 
controlled by the Hailway Department. Then 
when the men themselves had their salaries 
stopped, some of them went to the Postnl De
partment to ask why their salaries were stopped, 
and the Post Office authorities could not tell 
them anything about it. The best thing- the 
Minister can do is to carry out the promise he 
made last night, and interview the men them
selves, get their statement and place it before 
the traffic man~tg-er, and he will then be able 
to get at the correct st11tement. 

The i\II~ISTER FOR WORKS: I have 
every confidence in the statement of the trafHe 
manager. 

Mr. GRIJ\IES s~tid: Mr. Spen,ker,-1 mero!,
mentioned this matter la,;t night so that all 
explanation n1ight be given, :111tl it is very likely 
that the difficulty occurred as stn.tcd by tl1e 
traffic manager. Certrtinly the station-masters 
are under the impre8sion that, whoever made the 

mistn,ke, they ~tre £12 short in their salaries, ~tnd 
that thrtt amount has never heen made up to 
them. It may hr~ve occurred through the station
masters removing from one pbce to another. 
'l'he statement of the traffic m~tnager bears out 
the correctness of what I said-that letters had 
been sent. It was denied last nig-ht; hut with 
some trouble I could have produced half-a-dozen 
of those letters. It remains yet to be seen whether 
some of the st~ttion-masters are not losers to the 
extent of £12. 

Question put and neg-atived. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MR. 
MO REREAD. 

Mr. NORTON, in moving-
That leave of ahsencc for the whole of the present 

session be granted to the 1lononl'able mmnbcr for 
Ralonnc, ".'\Ir. E. D. 1\iorohead-

said: l\fr. Speaker,-This motion is rather an 
unnsua.l one-quitn an nnnRtutl one in this 
House-and therefore I think it is dosimble to 
ofier some exphtnatinn to the House why it was 
tabled, more especially at this late period of the 
session. I would point out, sir, that at the 
time :'VIr. J\'Iorehead left the colony his in
tention w~ts to remain until about the end of 
the year, but there were circumstances which 
pointed to the poo,ible necessity for his return at 
an earlier d>tte; so thrtt had the session been 11lnng
one, and had those circntn~tn,nceK occnrl'ed to 
necessitate his return earlier than he ex pcctcd, 
he would hn,ve been back before the conclusion 
of the session, and wonlr! not hn,ve noe<lecl to 
obtain the leave of the House for his 11bscncc. 
Vrovisinn is 1nade in our Sta,ncling Order::; thrtt if 
a men1ber absents hirnse1f for more than a fort
night without leave of the House, his nction is 
reg-m·ded as 11 matter of contempt; but we all 
know tht:~t that Strtnding Orclm", in this House ~tt 
any rate, has for a larg·e ntnnber of yen,n:; not 
been taken n,ny notice of. During the time I 
have been in the House, I have never once 
heard leave of absence asked for a member 
who wanted to be away only two or three 
weeks. The circumstmwes under which I ask 
leave of absence for the hon. member arc these : 
Before he left the colony he was desirous that 
his constituents should be consulted in every 
possible way ; he was prepared tn resign his sen,t 
if there had been nnv such desire on their part, 
but he was re(jnested' by a large number of his 
cnnstitneptf.; not to resign. I would pni11t ont 
th11t there is provision made in the Legishttivo 
Asecmbly Act by which it is possible for the 
House to gmnt lea.ve to " member for the whole 
session, and thus the vacating- of the seat is 
obviated. There is no provi~ion 1n:1de for giving 
the member leave; but the cbuse which refers to 
the matter is so worded that it seems to assume 
there would be circumstances under which it 
might be necessary for a member to be n,bsent 
during- the whole of the se,sion; ~tnd in that crtso 
it re<Juires him to ask for leave, othel'wise his se~tt 
becomes vacant. The 7th sectioN refers to this 
matter-

" If any member of the Assembly should for one 
whole session of the Legislature. without the permission 
of the Assembly entered upon its journals, hLil to ~ivc 
his attenda.nce in tlle s.nic11Inn~e"-
or do certain other things-
" his spat. in sneh Assembly sllnll thcrclJy brcomc 
vacant .. " 
The intcrnning- words hn,ve no reference to this 
mC~tter. The wonliug of that clause indictetes 
thnt circnnl;-;tanccR n1ay arif'e rendering it necns
s;>ry for a mmnber to iJA absent, mu! all th11t is 
required in such 11 cac"e is that be shoulcl obt~tin 
permission of the House. Now, sir, the h,m. 
member for B11lonne, i\Ir. l\iorehoetd, is a g-entle
man who has occupied a distinguished position 
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ia this House. He h:ts been, I think, for 
fourteen or fifteen ye~trs contiuuously a. 1ncnn· 
ber of this House, except for a short l>eriod when 
he lmll a seat in another 1 >lace; and Lluring th::tt 
period, I need sce>rcely remind hon. members, he 
wa.~ a .L\linb;ter of the Crown. He i8 a gentlenuLn 
who is held, I believe, in high respect by all 
members of this House at the present time, and 
a" it w::ts the p::trticular wish of his constituent~ 
that he should not resign his se::tt in Pm·liament, 
I think I am justified in a'king, on his behalf, 
that the House should gr::tnt him le::tve of 
absence for the whole session. I think it woulcl 
be a graceful recognition of the gond work which 
Mr. i'vlorehead has done during the time he has 
occupied a seat in Parliament. The hon. mem
ber, like most of us, has his good C[Ualities and 
has some faults ton ; but I .think I nuy say that 
on both sides of the House he has been missed 
very largely during the present "ession, and that 
his absence has been regretted. I believe that 
had he he en here he would have help0d con,ider
::tlJly towards furtherin::: the work t!Htt had to be 
done during the sessiOn, and I mn rruite sure 
there is no member of the Hmme who does not 
regret that tht' force of circuln;.;tu.nces, whatever 
they might be, "honld have kept vacant the seat 
the hon. rnernber for Balonne ha.;-:; so long occu
pied in this House. I think, then-although I 
believe that this ie the first time lc:we of the 
kind h''"' been asked-tlmt I :ttn justified in claim
ing the eonsidemtion of the House on behalf of 
my hon. friend. Objection may be t::tken to 
the application on the ground that it would 
form a precedent; uut I think the f::tct tlmt the 
privilege ha..s not been asked before givei:i good 
ground for believing that it is not likely to be 
auused. If I thoug·ht many applicrttions of the 
kind would be m::tde, I would be most reluctant 
to ::tsk leave of absence for any hon. member, 
hut T think the very fact that it has not been 
askecl for before is a pretty good indication 
tlmt it is not likely to be asked for again except 
under special circumstances. I do not think it 
necessary to dwell longer on this subject, because 
the matter is one which I think commends itself 
tu the judgment uf hon. members; and I am 
C[nite snre that in de»ling· with it they will be 
guided, not by any party feeling, but by their 
good sense, ::tnd I hope by a kindly consideration 
for the hon. member himself, at the same time 
recogni::dng the fact tha,t his own con::;tituents 
have exprcs.,ed a strong wish that he should not 
re~ign his position. 

The P HEMIER (Hon. SirS. W. Grit!ith) said: 
Mr. Speaker,-I should be very gbd if I could 
see my way to support this motion on any sound 
principle which can be pointed out, more espe
cially because I myself should some d::ty like to 
take adv::tntage of such a precedent, and go ::tway 
to Englmul for a year without forfeiting my seat 
in the House. 

l\Ir. STEVEXSON: \Ve'll give you leave. 
'rhe PRl<;i\HER: I lmve no doubt of that. 

Dut thio is :1 c:.tse which should be cletermined on 
principle. There is no doubt the )Jower exists 
under the Legisbtive Assembly Act to give a 
member leave of absence for the whole of a 
session, but up to the present time that power has 
never been exercised. So far fron1 being exercised, 
it has always been understood, as a matter of 
course, that any momuer being away fnr a whole 
seseion loses his se::tt. It has been um]prsto<Hl 
and acted upon, that members who wished to 
stay a.wa,yfor a wh(>lcses;;ion woHhll(lSethcirseftts, 
and such members generally left their resignations 
with somebody before leaving, RO ns to nvnicl the 
inconvenience of the constitneuey having- Lo 
w:tit until the next session before the se:tt coulcl 
be declared vacant ancl a new member elected. 
I do not think the object of th::tt provision of the 

law is to meet cases uf thi; kind. Cases have 
occurroJ in the neighbouring colonie8", n.nd one 
case occurred in this colony-in 1882, I think
where l")n.rliarucnt was sun1n1oned to nwct, n1et, 
and wa::; prorogued Lefore Rorne of the rnernber1'l 
he,ud of its being summoned, but they forfeited 
their se::tts all the s::tme. Another instance that 
took pl::tce in this colony occurs to me, when, in 
1874, Mr. i'vhcalister formecl a Government at the 
commencement of the year. I was not a member 
of the Government then, but I know that it was 
intencled to prorogue Parliament a8 had been 
usual when a Government was formed before the 
ordinary time of the meeting of Parliament for 
the ye::tr, but Mr. Mac::tlister refrained from 
ad vi sing the Governor to do so because two 
or three members of the House had not taken 
their seats, and would have forfeited them. It 
has, indeecl, 1tlways been understood th::tt 
absence for a whole session involves the 
forfeiture of the member's seat. Still, I can 
conceive of ce<ses where the undoubted right 
of the House to grant leave of absence for a 
whole session might fairly be exercised. If a 
member was ::tway on public business, actually 
repreRenting the Legisl~tture, or on bw;iness con
nected with the Uovernment, m1<1 was mmble to 
get back before the close of the session, le::tve 
ought to be gTantecl. An illustration is furnished 
l1y the case of the Agent-Ueuen'tl, who is a 
member of the Legisbtive Council, ancl is 
ctbsent from the colony on public business, and 
to whom leave is granted ::tmmally. Or, if a 
member was unavoidably prevented from htking 
his seat by illness, it might then be a very f::tir 
case for consideration whether leave of ::tbsence 
should not be gmntecl. Dut none of those con
ditions occur in the present case. It is a case in 
which a member whom I confeHs I should like 
to see here very much, and whom we have 
gre::ttly missed during the present session, went 
away intending to stay away during the whole 
of the session. He is an old member of the 
House,-one of the nldest-he was here a few 
months before I was, and I am now one of 
the oldest members,-and he is a very distin
guished member of the House. 'rhat point was 
dwelt upon by the hon. gentleman who moved 
the motion. Dut how are \Ve to clraw the line 
between the most distinguished and the least 
distinguished member of the House? I confess I 
cannot see how we a.re going ta set up a rule 
of that kind. 'rhat, then, must be rejected. If 
we allow :1 di,ting;uished member to st::ty 
away during a whole session without fo!'feit
ing hifJ seat, we nn1st grant the sa1ne privi
lege to every other member of the House; 
or if that rule is not ::tdopted the stronger 
party would give leave of absence to its friends, 
and members of the weaker party would not get 
leave ::tt all. That would be a most undesirable 
thing. There ought to be some general principle 
laid down. If the motion is passed a very 
dmw;erous precedent will be made. I do not 
think ttny sound argument can be adduced 
why it shoulll be adopted, however much we 
should like to see 1t adopted in this particular 
case. The hon. member says that i'vlr. lVIore
head offered to resign his se::tt, and that when 
he communicated his intention to do so to 
certain of his constituents they relJuestecl him 
to retain his se:tt. Th::tt may be so; I have 
had no comnmnication with any person in that 
constituency on the subject. I do not even know 
the ,-iews of his constituency upon it. His friends 
wonl(l atl vi::;e hin1 not to resign hi;.; Reat; his 
enemies may desire that he should resign it. 
But, however, that nu1_y be, it ought not to 
weig-h in eon~idcring the rnatter. \V e a.re n,r;ked 
to set a precedent which has not been ::tttempted 
dnring the twenty-six years of the colony's 
existence, and very sound reasons ought to be 
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given before we establish it. I would point this 
out to hon. members, that, if we establish the 
precedent, it is quite possible that a constituency 
may be disfranchised for two whole sessions. I 
am not referrir,g to the present case, because I 
know M1. Mmehead is coming back. But 
suppose leave of absence ib granted to a member 
for the whole of a session, and he does not 
attend during the whole of the next, the 
constituency will not be represented during 
those two sessions, and two or three weeks of 
the third session may elapse before the House 
is able to declare the seat vacant. Although 
personally I felt at first disposed to support 
the motion of the hon. member, I must confess 
that, on further consideration, I cannot see any 
sound basis on which to rest that support. It 
is a motion of very doubtful expediency, and I 
am inclined, on the whole, to advise the House 
not to accept it ; although, as I said before, I 
should myself lil<e to be able to take ad vantage 
of such a precedent some day. I think it ought 
not to be accepted. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-As far as the present session is con
cerned, this is a mere matter of expediency, pro
vided for by the Act itself. The hon. gentleman 
says we should be setting a dangerous precedent; 
but it is not a question of precedent at all; we 
are seeking to meet an occurrence which was 
foreseen and provided for by the people who 
framed the Legislative Assembly .A et, and the 
House itself ought to be the be,t judge as to 
whether the permission sought should be given 
or not. I do not see any danger of a precedent 
being established, and I shall certainly vote for 
the motion if it comes to a division, as I 
should in the case of any other hon. member who 
might have occasion to be absent for a similar 
reason-because he wishes to be absent. The 
hon. member for Port Curtis reminds me 
that Mr. Morehead offered to resign his seat 
before he went home, and that his constituents 
refused to accept his resignation, telling him to 
retain his seat. There are not many members of 
the House whose constituents would have rnrLde 
them so graceful a concession ; and it would be 
graceful on the prLrt of the House to make a 
similar concession, t1nd so prevent the constitu
ency from being disfranchised until the House 
meets next year and declares the seat vacant, 
Even if the seat were declared vacant imme
diately after the opening of next session, an elec
tion could not take place within six weeks or two 
months afterwards. The constituency is with
out a member this session with its own consent ; 
but if the House does not pass the motion, it 
will be disfranchised during two mouths of the 
next session without its consent. I think the 
motion ought to pass, and I am not at all afraid 
that any dangerous precedent will be thereby 
established. 

Mr. ADAMS said: Mr. Speaker,-I should 
be glad if the hon. the Chief Secretary could 
see his way clear to grant leave of absence in this 
case. It is a well-known fact that Mr. More
head is now on his way back to the colony, t1nd 
I think, if there wt1s nothing else that should 
induce hon. members to grant this aprJlication, 
the interests of the taxpayers of the colony should 
do so. The Chief Secretary may smile, but 
I maintain that the interests of the taxpayers of 
the colony ought to be considered on this occasion 
as well as they were in the beginning of the 
session, when extra taxation was placed upon 
them. "\Ve know, sir, that no election c~•n be 
conducted without expense to the Government; 
and taking into consideration that Mr. Morehead 
is on his way home, and will be in his place next 
seKsion, I think leave of absence should be 
granted. 'l'he expense of another election, no 

matter how smt1ll it may be, should be con
sidered, and I appet1l to hon. members opposite, 
who have the intereots of the taxpt1yers at het1rt, 
to consent to granting this application. If it iR 
to be a precedent, let it be t1 precedent. The Act 
and the Standing Orders g·ive power to gmnt 
leave of absence, and in the interests of the tt1x
payers I think it ought to be granted in this 
case. 

Mr. ALAND st1id : Mr. Speaker,-! feel 
sorry that the Chief Secretary has raised any 
objection to the motion of the hon, member for 
Port Curtis but I am sure that in doing so he 
has been actuated by no party feeling, but by '' 
strict sense of what he believes is the right view 
to take of the question. 

Mr. NORTON: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ALAND : But I, sir, cannot look at it 

exactly in the same light tlmt the Chief 
Secretary does. I do not want to mise all the 
objections which he has raised; I wt1nt rather to 
look at it in a broader view, and t1sk wht1t, after 
all, can be the possible harm tht1t can arise 
from granting so simple a request? To my mind 
it is of some importance thttt the hon. gentleman is 
away from this House with the consent of his con
stituents. Tho,t is ret1lly a matter tht1t we oup;ht 
to consider. "\V e all know, because it was stated 
publicly in the Press, that Mr. Morehead offered 
to resign, and his constituents told him that there 
was no necessity for him to do so ; that they 
were perfectly satisfied for him to go away on his 
holiday, and still be their representative. I hope, 
sir, that the House generally will accord to Mr. 
Morehead this privilege. He has been an old 
member and a very useful member of this House, 
and I think on that ground we ought to t1ccord 
to him the relief which is sought for by the 
motion of the hon. member for Port Curtis. 

Mr. HAMILTON baid: Mr. Speaker,-We 
have power by the Standing Orders to decide 
whether members shall or shall not be granted 
leave when they are absent during the whole of 
a session, and I certainly think the evidence in 
this case shows that we ought to use our discre
tionary power in ft1vour of the present applica
tion. Not only is Mr. ]\forehead one of the 
oldest, but one of the most useful, members in 
this House, and no reasons personal to him have 
been given why the application should nut be 
p;ranted. Some of the reasons given by the 
Premier for considering that it may be un
desirable to grant such an application in 
some instances actually ttre in bvour of leave 
being granted to Mr. Morehead. The Premier 
stated that if leave were granted the constituency 
might be disfranchised for two whole sessions, 
and that is the very evil we who support the 
granting of the leave wish to avoid. Mr. 
Morehead's constituents actually gave him per
mission to be absent during the session ; and 
since he is not here, and the impression has been 
conveyed by the hon. member for Tow:'sville 
that his resignation has not been left m the 
hand< of any member of this House--

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I said I did 
not know. 

Mr. HAMILTOX : If tht1t is not the case the 
hon. gentlem:.n's seat will be forfeited through 
his not having been present during the whole of 
the session. Then, of course, you, JYir. Speaker, 
will not be able to forfeit the set1t until we next 
meet, and an election ct1nnot take place until a 
month probably after the next session com
mences; so tht1t if leave is not grt1nted there is 
every probability of the Balonne constituency being 
disfranchised for a large portion of next session, 
although they have shown that they htwe e,·ery 
confidence in their •representative. It has been 
said tht1t the question of granting let1ve of 
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ab~encehasnevercropped up in this House before; 
hut it cropped up last year in the c;cse of the 
hon. member for Townsville, :Mr. Brown, who 
was elected towards the end of the seosion. Leave 
of :cbseuce was :tsked for for him on the ground 
that he was absent during the whole of the 
session, a,nd it was argued by Sir Thornas 
l\Icilwraith and some of the most prominent 
membet·s in the House that the Standing Order 
meant that if a member were elected, no matter 
at what time of the session, if he was absent 
during the whole session his seat would be for
feited. Sir Thomas l'llcilwraith therefore made 
a motion to the effect that leave of absence be 
granted to Mr. Brown; the Premier agreed to 
that motion, and it was carried. Therefore lee~ve 
of absence has been granted before. 

Mr. STEVEJ'\SOJ'\ said: Mr. SpeakPr,-I 
can quite understand that the Chief Secretary 
has very great difficulty in giving his consent to 
this motion. I think he has received it in a very 
gootl spirit, and would he very willing to grant 
it if he could see his way to do so. As he says, 
thort: is not very much argument to he arlduced 
oneither.side; it is a matter really for the House to 
decide. The Chief Secretary has given several 
instances where members lo~;t their seats through 
having been absent for a whole session, and that 
has always been the rule, hut I would remind 
the hon. gentlemr~n that leave of absence was 
not asked for those members while the House 
was in session; so that there is a difference 
between this case and those, a' no steps 
were taken to enable those members to keep 
their seats. I would like to say one. word 
with regard to the statement of the Premier to 
the effect that 1\lr. ::\Iorehead went home with 
the full knowledge that he was to be absent for 
the whole session. That is not quite the case. 
Mr. Morehead thought that possibly he would 
be b~tck before the session closed. At any 
rate, immediately he got home he booked his 
return passage, and expected to start a couple of 
steamers sooner than the one he is coming by. 
He expected to start back in October; instead 
of that he left on the 11th November. \\Then he 
left here he intended to start back in October, 
~nd thougb.t th:ct if the se,;sion was a very long une 
1t was posstble that he would be able to take his 
see~t before it closed. So that the hon. the 
I'renlier iH not quite correct in sta,ting that 11r. 
1\Iorehcad left with the full know ledge that he 
woulcl be away the whole of the session. It is 
well known that he was willing to resign his 
seat befnre he left, and I remember quite well 
seeing telegntnls frmn all parts of his con
stituency begging hhn not to resign. I arn per
fectly satisfied from what I know that the feeling 
of the majority-I believe the great majority
of the constituents of the Balonne will be that 
they will be very pleased if this motion is pctssed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) said: :Mr. Speaker,-If leave of absence 
had been asked for a less prominent member 
of the House, the question might have been 
regarded wholly from a constitntiomtl )Joint of 
view. In common with other hon. members, 
I regret the fact that the hon. member for 
Balonne has not been here this session, because 
his criticisms are always intelligently delivered, 
and form a great and interesting addition to the 
debates. 'rherefore I sincerely regret that the 
hon. member has not returned to enter into 
the legislation and dehates of the session. I 
cannot, however, di,;regard the a.spect of 
the case which the Premier ha,; laid before 
us, because, apart frmn the position occu
vied by the hon. member for Balonne, I 
can see th:tt the pl'actice might be followed 
to an inconvenient extent. Suppose halLt-duzcn 
members wanted to be absent during the same 
seooion, it would be unfair to give leaye of 

absence to one and refuse it to others. Again, 
party feeling might run pretty high, and tho"e 
on the side of the majority might obtain leave 
and those on the side of the minority be refused. 
There are all those uircumstances to be taken 
into consideration, and I think the Premier has 
done right in drawing attention to the abuse 
that might exist. I somewhat agree with the 
hon. member for Townsville that the House 
will be the judge of the circumstances at the 
time each application is made. I may state that 
the hon. member for Balonne before he left 
expressed to me his intention of returning before 
the close of the session if circumstances p81·
mitted, and I am inclined to think, notwith
standing the constitutional view of the question, 
that in the case of the hon. member for Balonne, 
seeing that he has been delayed by circumstances 
he did not foresee, it would be a graceful act on 
the part uf the House to concede the permission 
asked for in the motion. We should not, how
ever, consider it as a precedent to be followed in 
other cases. It should not be taken as an incH
cation that every other member who applies will 
be sure to have permission granted; but the 
House must from time to time deal with such 
applications on their individual merits. 

1\Ir. ,JORDAN said: l\Ir. Speaker,-I think 
it is not a question whether this House has 
power 'to grant the rer1uest, because that is 
atlmitted, but whether it is expedient to do so; 
and th:1t being so, the question can be decided 
on its own merits. The hrm. member for Balonnc 
is a very distinguished member of this House, ancl 
every member on both sides must have regretted 
his aLseuce during the Res~ion. I an1 ::;ure I have. 
His great humour keeps up the temper of the 
House and enlivens the debates ; his great ability 
is of great assistance in carrying on the business; 
and his opposition is a manly one on all occa
sions. I do not think there is any danger in this 
motion. Of course, half-a-dozen members might 
apply for leave, but then it would not be granted. 
The leave in the pr0sent caBe is asked before the 
end of the session, and we have the fact of the 
intention of the hon. member for Balonne to 
return before the end of the session, also the fact 
that many of his constituents asked him not to 
resign his seat. The hon. member for l'\ ormauby 
has put that fact more particularly before 
u~ in saying that telegra1ns cmne frmn Heveral 
parts of the constituency begging him not to 
resign his seat ; and I think that is a very im
portant fact. All things considered, I think we 
may very safely grant this permission. I slmll 
he very sorry if it is not granted, and I think 
many other hon. members share that feeling. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said: Mr. Spe~tker,
Personally I should be very glad if the Standing 
Orders could be read so as to save the hon. 
member for Balonne the expense, it may be, of 
going back to his constituents; but I think the 
case is not so much for this House tts for the 
constituents to decide. The hem. gentleman has 
to deal with his constituents ; and if any member 
absents himself for twelve months his action does 
not concern this House so much as his consti
tuents, who, if they still have confidence in him, 
will return him again without trouble or expense 
to himself and probably without even a contested 
election. >V e can be sure that if we make an 
exception in this case it will be taken as a prece
dent in future, and no matter what may be the 
circumstances of any particular case it will be 
a..rgued that there are t_ts good groundf-: for exe1np~ 
tion as in the present case. Looking at the 
matter from that light, I shall oppose the motion 
of the hrm. member for Port Curtis, not from any 
personal feeling or party view, but considering 
that it is a qnestion for the hon. gentleman's con
stituents more than fo1· members of this House. 
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Mr. SCOTT s~tid : Mr. Speaker,-! think 
every hon. member will ag-ree that the Chief 
Secretary did nothing more than his duty in 
pointing out what was done in somewhat 
similar cases, but this is a somewhat excep
tional case. The hon. member for l3alonne is 
an old member of this House, who has worked 
very hard ever since he has been a member. He 
has been in his place almost every day Parlia
ment has sat ; he has done his duty well ; and I 
think an exception may very well be made in 
such a case. I think the Chief Secretary said that 
several members lost their seats under similar 
circumstances. 

'l'he PREMIER : Messrs. Sandeman and 
Fleming. 

Mr. SCOTT: I know that if leave of absence 
had been asked for on account of those two 
gentlemen it would have been granted. 

The PREMIER: Of course it would. 
Mr. SCOTT: In this case leave has been 

asked, and I think it should be given. 
Mr. NORTON, in reply, said: Mr. Speaker,

I would like it to be understood that I do 
not ta,!m excPption to the objection mised 
by the Premier to this leave being granted. 
I think any hon. :;cntleman occupying his [J<1si
tic;n was bound to point out to the House what 
objections there were to g-r>tnting le>tve, and that 
it was forrning a precedent which nlight, under 
Hmne circu1ustances, be turned to irn proper 
account. But I think the Houoe is quite capable 
of seeing that an improper use is not made of 
it. This is "' precedent that is not likely to 
be used badly on any future occasion ; for I 
feel sure that any House, however composed, 
will see that the constituencies are considered 
in such a matter. I am sure that no hon. 
member asking for leave under circumstances 
where his constituency had not sanctioned that 
leave would receive it. I quite agree with 
what has fallen from the hon. member for Ips
wich, Mr. Macfarlane, that the tule. is a very 
wholesome one to adopt-the rule of forfeiting a 
seat in the event of a member not appearing in 
his place for a whole session. But I regard it as 
a rule only, and the Act of Pttrliament has made 
provision for an exception. So far tts the rule 
goes, it is tt proper one ; but when the Act of 
Pttrliament itself has provided fm ttn exception, 
I think we are <]Uite entitled to grant leave to 
1.\Ir. 1.\Iorehead. I can only express my satis
faction that the motion htts been received in so 
kindly a spirit by the House. 

Question put and passed. 

MESSAGE l<'lWl\1 THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

BUILDING SOCIETIES BILL. 

The SPEAKElt: I have to report to the 
House that I have received tt message from the 
Legislative Council ttgreeing to the Bill to am end 
the law relating to building societies, with 
amendments as indicated in the accompanying 
schedule, in which the Council request the con
currence of the Legislative Assembly. 

On the motion of Mr. vVAKEFIELD, the 
consideration in committee of the Legislative 
Council's amendments wtts made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow. 

WARWICK TO ST. GEORGE HAlLWAY. 
Wa'NESSEs' Exr;:NSEs. 

Mr. JESSOP, in moving-
rrhat there be laid upon the tahlc of the House, a 

return showing the whole amount and details of the 
exiJCl1S.08 of each of tl1e four (4J witnes~cs who came 
from Goondiwiudi to give evidence hdorc the K('lcct 
committee of the Lcgh;lativc Council on the Warwick to 
St. Gcorgc ltailway, anU the total:;um that was paid to 
each-

said : I wish to amend the motion by omitting 
the word "of" in the 2nd line, >tnd inserting 
the words " claimed by." 

The PREJ\IIEE: There is a great objection 
to that. 

Mr. JES::\OP : I cannot see what difference 
it will make. It does not alter the meaning, 
but makes it plainer, and will carry out the 
intention I had in nwving the 1notion. 

Mr. LUJ\ILEY HILL: Give fresh notice. 

Mr. JESSOP: No. If I am not allowed to 
go on with the amendment, I will go on with 
the motion as it is. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can only 
amend his motion with the consent of the House. 
The hon. member can give fresh notice and move 
his motion on another day ; but if the House 
objects to the amendment, the hun. member 
cannot an1encl his n1otion now. 

Mr. JESSOP : Can I move it as it stands? 

The SPE_\.KER: Yes ; certainly. 
Mr. JESSOP: Mr. Speaker,-My object in 

bringing this motion before the House is to let 
thi8 How;e ::tntl the country know cert:.tin circnrn
stances connected with the matter to which the 
Inotion refer::;-the \Vttrwick and St. G-eorgo 
lt>tilwtty. It appenm that tt certain numlHcr 
of o·entlmnen carne frmn Goondiwindi to give 
evidence ]Jefore the select committee of the 
Leb'isbtive Council on that railway. 'l'heycame 
totttlly umtoked for and on their own responsi
bility, and I hear that they have sent in large 
bills for their expenses. I want the House to 
know, and the public also, how they anive at 
the large amount they are claiming for their 
expen,;es for this trip of theirs. They brou;;·ht 
down a certain mnount of agricultural produce 
with them. In this moming's paper it is 
stttted :-

H There is an interesting show of a~ricultural pro
duce now on view in illo shop window of :,rc~srs. A. J. 
Hoekin~s ancl Son, Qneen street. It <~onsists of the 
products broup:ht down from Goondi\Vindi and ~ts 
neighbourhood, and laid under the notice or tl1e I£gis
lativc Assembly in order to nrove that a~ricnlt ural 
]n·otlnee eau be gnYwu UJBl'C in great va.riety alH:l of 
excellent quality." 

1\fr. KATES: Hear, hear! 
2\Ir. JESSOI': I saw this exhibition when it 

was laid out for the inspection of the select 
cornrni ttee. 
''The produce shown. and the names of the grmvcrs, 
arc as follow :-Tlw~. \Valh:er, Cupe barley"-
There was one bundle with ten or a dozen heads 
of barley. 
"broad-leaf lucerne,"-
A handful of lucerne, eighteen inches or two 
feet long-
" Egyptian wheat;"-
There were two bunches of whettt each with 
from twelve tu twenty ear"-certainly tt very 
nice "ample. 

Mr. KATES: How many dray-loads do you 
want them to bring down ? 

1.\Ir. JESSOP: You could not get a dray-load 
in the whole district. 
"rl'hos. Gibson, Cape barley (one and two cropsL oats;"
Also one bunch of oats-a very fine sample. I 
hnagine it was grown in a Chinarnan's g-arden 
in.stead of in a field. 
"Georgc Cannm, lucerne, oats; George l<~lse, oats, 
eanar.' ; S. Dwoughton, oats, w-heat, setaria; Vf. Lncas, 
oa,ts, \V heat;"-
There are three people down here for oats. To 
the best of my recollection there were only two 
bunches of oats. 
"Jolln .:\IcKenzic, Cape barley;"-
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They rnnst have been hunting ttll over the dis
trict for Cape lmrley. 
'' Jos. Stra,tforU, English barley; Gco. Camcrou, Kohl 
rabi;"-
There was one Kohl rabi-tlobont the size of a 
wetter-bottle. 
"Cabbage,"-

One cabbag-e weighing nhont 7 lbR., I think. I 
have seen cows fed on a great deal lJ8tter. 
"Ouions,"-

I think there were six •mions on the table-cm·
tainly very nice samvles. 
"Orangcs,"-
There were eight of them. 
"S\vedcs,"-

Swedes, it says. There was only one there, I 
suppose it weighed 21\.Js.-n, very nice sample. 
"GraiJCS,"-
One bunch of very badly grown gmpes. 
"Also Messrs. Iloekings and Son ha Ye a. sheaf of the 
I1~dinn bearded vtheat on show. 'l'his has boon grown by 
.Jlessrs. Joyce Brothers, Cregmore, Dalby. It is really 
worth the wllile of any of our whc~1t-growcrs to stbp in 
awl. :see this sample, for it is pcrfuutly matured, 
ahsolntcly free from rust, notwithstancling tbat it bns 
bcnn _grown alongside varieties perfectly rotten with 
that fungus. Mr. Joyce said it has yielded with him 
4G~ bushels per acre, and tully ,_t ton:s :straw." 

The name of the person who brought the exhibits 
down is ji,Ir. Thomas Hunter, who has consti
tuted himself the captain and knight of the agri
cultnral show in Brisbane. He brought the 
whole lot down, am\ now he asks the Govern
ment to ]Xty something like £42 in e" penscs. 
Amongst the claims he put in is one for cuttin« 
and cttrrying these exhibits down, and no doubt 
it will look very well to see such items as 
''Cutting one cabbage, £1" ; ''carting it fron1 the 
Chinmnan's garden," another £1, and so on. My 
object in bringing the motion forward is that the 
country may know the real truth of the state
ments which have been made, because if the 
statistical returns are looked at it will be found 
tlmt there is very little n,griculture carried on 
in the district. The whole population of 
Gonndiwindi is only 100, and I think one 
Chinaman's garden would easily feed the whole 
lot. vVhen people come down to mnke such 
statements as have been made I think it "hould 
be made known that there is only a certain 
amount of truth h: them. vY e know very well 
tlmt there are agncnltural flats in all parts of 
the country. I do not think there is a district 
in the whole colony where a certu,in amount 
of agricultural land cannot be found ; but to 
urge as n reason for constructing this rail way 
that the land is all good is simply ttbsurd, and 
the true value of the statements should be 
known. I do not think there nre more than 
four or five acres of land under wheat around 
Goondiwindi, and--

The PREMIER : I rise to a point of order, 
1\Ir. Speaker. I conceive that it is very 
irregular to refer to statements snid to have 
been made before a select committee of the 
other House. I have never heard of it beina 
attempted before. It is entirely contrary to th~ 
practice we have hitherto adopted. Indeed, mem
bers are not supposed to refer to debates in the 
other Chamber at all. That is a rule which is 
often departed from, but we do not allow state
ments made before a select committee of this 
House to be referred to before being reported 
to the House. 

The SPI~AKEP., said: I think the hon. mem
ber is out of order in referring to what has trans
pired before a committee of the other Hmise, 
more especially as the mtttter has not vet been 
reported to the other bnmch of the Leghlature, 
ttml has not yet been supplied to its members. 

JHr. JESSOP: It is not my intention to break 
the rules of the House in any wny; but I simply 
wanted to let the House know n, few ft~cts 
th~tt I had been told. \Vhen the Premier 
rose I was referring- to the fact that there 
are not 1nore than four or five acres of agri
cultural land under cultivation around Goondi
wimli, and I was saying that in n,ll districts of 
the colony, of course, there \vas n1nre or leRR ngri
cnltnrn,lland. I was :;hown a telegrmn the other 
day from an influentiitl resident of that district, 
stating that there were only about five acres of 
wheat now under crop. I do not wish to say ttny 
more on the matter, but will simply move the 
motion standing in tny na1ne. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-No 
objection will be offered to the motion a' it 
stands, for this rensnn : that the Treasurer 
will know what n1oney is paid and c.-:tn give 
the information, but if any further informa 
tion is required it cannot be obtained by 
a motion of this sort. It i, not the prac
tice of the Legi;hctive Assembly to scnt
tinise the manner in which the Legislative 
Council conduct their business, or to inquire into 
what they are doing. \Ye give that Chamber 
cro{lit for knowing how to 1nind its own lnu;inmm, 
and they will very properly expect us to mine( 
onr business. As to the expenditure which ha>< 
been incurreLl, of course the G·ovennnent cnn 
give tht"t information, but if ;tny fmther infor
mation is reqtlired it will have to be obtained by 
a rnessage, asking the Legishtti v e Council tn 
furnish us with it; or, if the hon. member is 
particularly anxious to ~·et it, he mtn ask Holnc 
meml.Jer of the other. House to move for a 
return. No objection will be offered to the 
motion in its present form. I had srmw clonbts 
about it at first, but n,s it seems simply to amount 
to a stntement of the expenditure iucurrecl by 
the committee, of course the Treasurer cai1 
supply it. 

Mr. HORWITZ said: Mr. Speaker,-It is 
very strange that the htm. member for Dalby 
has been good enough to give a cheap advertiHe
ment to Goomliwincli. It is n,bout the best 
adverti,;cment for that locality that I have ever 
heard of. I am glad the hon. member has made 
it known that whe<tt can be grown in that dis
trict, becmlSe for the last ten or fifteen year,; I 
have been telling the people in the \V ttrwick dis
trict that our soil on the Downs is far too rich to 
P,'row wheat, and that we want a lighter soil. 
rhe hon. member for Dt1olby has informed us thu,t 
all the exhibits he saw were first-class, and 
I quite agree with him. He is perfectly right, 
and I only regret that he did not tell us that 
better wheat and oats could not be grown 
around Dalby than in the Gooncliwincli district. 
I, for one, should be only too glad to hear it. 
The hon. member has informed the House 
that he had seen a telegram which c;1me down 
from a certain party in Goondiwindi, stteting 
that there were only five acres nf cultivation 
altogether around Goondiwindi, but he forgot to 
tell us who the wire was from vVill he inform 
the House of that? 

Mr. JESSOP : Certainly not. 
Mr. HOUWITZ: 'rhen I will. I hold in my 

hand a telegram from Goondiwincli, dated 12th 
~ove1nber, 188G, and addressed to "Thurn~ts 
Hunter, Transcontinental Hotel, Brisbane," and 
it is as follows :-

"Groom has wired Bell for inform::ttion Ye acreage 
1vhcat. How lH~Yc you got on? 

"\Y. CRA)lH . . , 

I will by that on the table of the House, and 
then the whole secret will be out. 

l\Ir. J }';SSOP: That has nothing tit all to do 
with it. 
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Mr. HO L't\YITZ: Some time ago I stated that 
wonderful things took pla,ce in Toowomnbn. and 
I will prove it on the iloor of the H on se 'now. 
Certain petitions were manufactured at Too
';oomba and .were sent to Dalby, Y enlba, and 
Ivmm to bo c1rcnlated for signatures. 

Mr. JESSOP : No. 

Mr. HORWITZ : I say yes. Two petitions 
were sent np from Toowomnba to injure the St. 
George line; and I am ,only sorry the Hon. B. D. 
lYiorehead was not present this session because 
if he had been here that line would h~ve been 
carried byalargemajority, insteadofbyamajority 
of one. 

Mr. DONALDSON: \Vhere would you have 
got the majority? 

Mr. HOUWITZ: Fr0m your side of the 
I-Iou~e. .L\. certain petition was sent up frmn 
'roowoornba to St. George, and I 1nade it tny 
business to inquire into it, and I found out th,1t 
only two people in St. Gem·ge signed that 
petition, and that is sufficient proof for me that 
if 1\Ir. Morehead had been here the St. George 
line would have been passed by a large majority. 
\Ve all know why the members for Toowoomba 
worked against the St. Georga line, and it iH 
because :1t a 1neeting \vhich took place in T(Ju
womnha Hmne titne ago the l-Ion. J :1n1es Taylor 
distinctly stated th,tt if the line to St. George 
wae ,;tarted from \Varwick the value of property 
!n 'l'oowoomba would go down 50 per cent. ; and 
1t appears to me that the Toowoomba mernbem 
have got to do just what the Hon. ,J arnes Taylortells 
them, or they would not have recorded their vote.< 
tts they have clone. They should take example by 
the conduct of the members for Gympie and 
JHaryborough. Gympie wants a railway to 
Brisbane, and we do not find that the Mary
borough people are jealous; but they simply 
say, "The time has arrived when it is necessary 
to hctve a line from the metropolis to Gympie, 
and of conr~e we rnus;t give way." But ·what 
ha:-; Toowomnba done? Son1e years ago it was 
thought neces;,ary to have a ]Jarling Downs 
party; but that has now been broken up. \Ve 
had a right to believe that Toowomnba would 
ac;sist \Varwick, as \Varwick has <tlway,; asc;isted 
Toowomnba; but what do we find? The Guv
ernmcnt have spent 1:-trge RUlns of nwney in 
Toowoomba, and \Varwiek has not complained; 
bnt as soon as the Government think proper to 
go in for a line frorr1 \Varwick to St. Georg-e, 
which \Varwick can g·ain nothing by, and which 
cn,n be of no injury to Toowoornba, the 'Too
woomba people, simply through spite, oppose the 
construction of that line. That is the secret of 
the whole situation. 

Mr. ALAND : It is not good enough. 

Mr. DONALDSO:;\f said: ML Speaker,-The 
hon. member for \V arwick has harrlly touched 
upon one of the assertione or charges made by 
the hon. member for Dalby. If I unde1·,;tood 
the hon. member fur Dalby aright he referred to 
a pnper he held in his hand, pointing out tlmt 
cerU1in exhil1its of produce were bronght down 
here from Goondiwindi by n gentleman inter
ested in having the line taken in that direction, 
and the hon. member's assertion was that there 
is not the quantity of land cultivated in that 
district which the gentleman referred to asserted 
there was. I was not present when the evidence 
was given before the committee on the St. George 
line, but I understand that this gentleman-Mr. 
Hunter-as.sorte<l that there wurc 200 acre; under 
wheat at Gnondiwi11<li. I believe that statement 
has been contradicted. \Ve have no official records 
to show what qurLntity of grain il':l Leing grown 
there this year, but I find that during 188.), 
from statistics from reliable resonrccc;, the fol
lowing in a letter published in the Courier of last 

Monday. If the statistics there quoted arc true, 
it is most remarkable that there shonlrl be snch 
a large qun,ntity of grain grown in that di8triet 
this year, when only snch a small <Jlmntity as is 
here stated was grown there last year. 'The 
figures for last year are stated as follow :-

Acres. Yield. 
Hay 2fi fi ions 
J.Iaize 3 50 bushels 
Luecrne 5 3 tons 
Green tood 8 Xot si.tLtod 
Rye and millet l ... Xil 
Potatoes 4 ... .~.:vu 
Sorghum 6 ... :Not ~:;tatcd. 
Yines 3 
Other crops . 1 
Gardens and orcllards 5 

In all 62 acre.«. It is a remarkable thing that 
there should have been only 62 acres including 
orclmrds cnlti' ated there last year, and that 
there should be 200 acres under wheat alone this 
year. The yields, when we come to see into 
them, do not be:~r out the hon. member's state
ment, that the pci01·er land producetl the richer 
crops. 

Mr. HOHWITZ: No. 
Mr. DOKALDSON: The hem. gentleman 

maintained that the land on the Downs was too 
rich for crops, and that the poorer hnd near 
Goomliwindi would be found more <luitable for 
the crops. 

Mr. HOHWITZ : :For wheat. 
Mr. DOXALDSO:;\f: I have had a good deal 

to do with the growing of wheat, and I believe 
it takes a very good and rich soil to produce 
a good crop ; and I mn confident th11t the land 
near Goondi windi is not suitable, because the 
sm'"ons there are not suitable for wheat, even if 
the soil was better than it is. We should bear in 
mind that this season has been a very exceptional 
one indeed, and lands in the western portion of 
the country, which would not grow grain in other 
seasons, have produr-od good crops this year, 
because a more favourable season for the purpose 
has not been known by the oldest resident in 
Queensland. l know that in New South 
\V ales, in 1879, when we had a very good 
season, I cut more hay from a paddock of 
9 acres than has been cut from it since, 
although it has been put nnder cultivation every 
year since that time. I know that in the 
\Vestern districts of this colony it is nut po'"iJ,le 
without irrigation to hrLn~ orchards, and the 
Chinamen there have only very small portione 
of grouml to look after, and if they tried larger 
areas of ground they could not look after them. 

Mr. NOR TON: Did the Chinamen grow the 
vegetables produced? 

Mr. DONALDSON: I do not know by whom 
they were grown, and I make no charges of that 
kind ; my statement is that crops might be 
grown t.hEn'e this year that could not be grown in 
ordinary seasons without the greatest trouble being 
taken in the way of irrigation. \Vhen gentle
men come down at the end of the session and 
make assertions such as have been made, when 
there is no chance of getting reJi,.ble informa
tion to contradict them, it is our duty to 
make every inquiry into the matter. \Ve 
'1re the custodians of the public purse, and 
when we find gentlemen volunteering to 
come down and give evidence, and then 
sending in a big bill for expenses, tho~e 
who have control of the expenditure should 
he very ca.rcful in awarding the expenses. 
If gentlmnen take Hnch a great interest in the 
mil way to a district as to voluntarily come clown 
and give evidence, I do not think it is their 
rluty to chtim expenses from the Government. I 
have been given to understand that all this pro
duce that was brought down to be exhibitecl wao 
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chargee! at a very high rate. I hope tlmt, after 
the discussion which has taken place, great care 
will be exorcised before that account is paid. If 
they had been summoned to give evidence thev 
would have had a fair claim for expenses. But 
if we can prove that some of the statements they 
made were not true, what tLre we to infer? That 
they have been influenced by their interests in the 
district in giving the evidence they did. Now 
I am not aLle to prove it, but I have every 
reason to doubt whether there are 200 acres of 
wheat in the district. I am perfectly confident 
that it will never be a whetLt-growing district, tLt 
any rate until we have ;;ome system of irriga
tion ; till then it will only be in very exceptional 
seasons that it will grow decent hay, let alone 
wheat. 

Mr. KATES said: Mr. Speaker,-If the hon. 
member had confined himself to sheepskins, tallow, 
and wool, he would have made a Letter speech. 
I lmve not the ;;lightest objection to the motion 
which has been proposed by the hon. member 
for Dalby. I do not at all sympathise with the 
heavy bill sent in by anybody from that quarter, 
and I should be the first to oppose any over
charges in connection with the produce brought 
down from Goondiwindi. But I m"intain that 
anything which was brought down from Goondi
windi was bona fide grown there. 

Mr. JESSOP: No one denied that. 

Mr. KATES : It was denied in some way by 
the last speaker. 'l'he fact is that the hon. mem
ber for Dalby appears to be jealous in some way 
of the produce being brought down. He say.< 
the Egyptian wheat was only two bunches. How 
much did he wish anybody to bring down in the 
coach from Goondiwindi to \Varwick, and Ly 
rail from \Varwick to BrisLane? The g·entlemen 
who brought down these agricultural products 
brought a large variety of the very best descrip
tion ; and the excellence of the articles took me 
altogether by surprise. A finer cabbage never 
was produced in Brisbane, or even Dalby ; the 
onions were excellent-a white kind of Spanish 
onion of first-class quality; the grapes were 
very far advanced, comparerl with the grapes 
in other portions of the D"rling Downs ; there 
were excellent specimens of tobacco, silk, cotton, 
o:tts, and whetot. The hon. gentleman who just 
sat down says that is not likely to be a wheat
growing country ; I say it will be the very best 
wheat-growing country in the southern portion of 
Queensland. 

An HoNOUI\AilLE MEMBER: No. 
Mr. KATES: \Vho says" No"? I say yes. 

The purple straw I saw amongst the exhibits is 
superior to anything I htLve seen for the last 
twenty-five years on the Down;;. There was not 
a speck of rust on it, and the grain was plump ; 
all it required was the sun to harden it. Sup
pose there was only 5 acres of that produced--

Mr. DONALDSON: Why did you say there 
were 200 acres ? 

Mr. KATES: The country that produced 5 
acres could produce 50 acres, and 500 acres, and 
5,000 acres. The reason these people have not 
developed the wheat culture is that they have no 
facilities for bringing it to market. \Vhat is the 
use of growing wheat there, when it would cost 
as much to bring it to \V arwick as they would 
get for it? Now, it is to be hoped that there 
will be an end to this talk about the vVarwick 
and St. George line. The matter is now in the 
other Chamber; let them rlecide abont it. There 
is not the slightest doubt tlmt the lwn. member 
for Dalby would not have introduced the motion, 
and spoken at such length on it, had he not been 
surprised, and disagreen.Lly surprised, at the 
excellence of the ]Jroducts exhibited last week 
in the Legislative Council's committee -room. 

Everyone who looked at those exhibits must 
lLdmit that the country which produced such 
things ought to have a, nLilwn.y. The hon. 
gentlcruan who just sat down, anJ who say.s 
the country will not produce wlwat, is making a 
mistake. He says it requires rich land to pro
duce wheat; he is "rong there. The rich black 
soils have proved themselves most liable to rust. 
'rhe Hon. John Douglas tLnd 8ir Arthur Palmer 
said here years ago in this House that light soils 
were most suitaLle for wheat, and I have come 
to the same conclusion ; on the rid{2;es tLnd slopes 
and the light soil there will be the best wheat 
produced in the colony. Now, Goondiwindi has 
a light soil, and I am sure the district will be the 
best wheat-growing district in the southern 
portion of the colony. 

Mr. DONALDSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
claim the indulgence of the House to make an 
explanation. The hon. gentleman said I douLtod 
whether the productions were grown in that dis
trict. I do not doubt that; I only pointed out that 
this was an exceptional season, and anything 
produced in such a season as this could not give 
the slightest idea of what would be produced in 
a vern,ge sea:-;ons. 

1\lr. NELSON said: J\Ir. SpetLker,-I think it 
is a gr0:.t pity the hon. member for Darling 
Downs does not try to be a little more consistent 
in his facts. \Vhen he wantecl to get the Kil
larney railway smne seven or eight yea,rs ago, he 
proved to his own satisftLction that a farmer 
g-rowing wheat in that district could make £,1 
10s. per acre net profit every year. If he wants 
to get a railway to Beauaraba, he will show con
clusi,·ely that that is the finest agricultuml dis
trict in the whole colony. Now, he wants to get 
a railway to Goondiwindi, and of course it fol
lows thnt Goondiwindi is the only place in the 
colony where wheat can be grown. But yet we 
find that in the whole of the large police district 
of Goondiwindi the area under cultivation of all 
cropH is some 5.r'i to 57 ~teres. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said: Mr. Speaker,-I did 
not think this matter would lmve been touched 
upon; I thought it would be loft in the hands of the 
gentlmnen who have charge of it at pre~ent, but 
it seems otherwise. Now, I would jw;t like to 
point out to you, ::Yir. SpetLkor, with reference to 
the bunch of wheat that came from Goon
diwindi, that there is no doubt it was a 
fine bunch of whetLt, but there is not a 
field of wheat in Australia thtLt could pro
duce such a crop if we took it regularly. 
There is !El doubt that those few heads of wheat 
were excellent, but a field, and possibly several 
fields, must have been picked over for them, and 
it is exceedingly doubtful that they came from 
the district whence they were said to have been 
taken. A crop of such wheat would yield from 
100 to 120 bushels to the acre, and there is no 
land in Queensland that will carry that. I do 
not intend to take any notice of the hon. member 
for \Varwick. It is a craze with him when he 
gets up to blackguard the members for Too
woomba. He tells us that we are under the 
thumb of the Hon. James TtLylor. I can say 
that thnt is a falsehood. I know it to be a 
falsehood, and it is unjust on his part to say so. 
I do not think the Hon. James Taylor willlo;td 
me, for I have a will of my own, and although I 
may not express my opinions in the best pos,;ible 
way, I am generally able to act up to them. 

Mr. HORWITZ: I did not say the hon. 
member for Auhigny wa~ under the thumb of 
the Hon. J ames Taylor. I was referring solely 
to the members for Toowoomba. 

Mr. CA::YIP13l,LL : I will now show the 
House where interested motives come in. There 
is one gentleman in tlmt district who owns some
thing like 70,000 1tcres of land, already cut up for 
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sale when this lino will pass through. The hon. 
tncmber for Darling Downs, 1\Ir. ](ates, has 
2·!,000 or 25,000 acres which will benefit by the 
construction of the milway, and the hon. mem
ber for vVarwick has 3,000 or 4,000 acres waiting 
to be sold irnmeLlintely the railway passes the 
Upper House. 

Mr. KAT:ES: I have not a single acre of land 
on the line betwe~n \Varwick and St. George. 

Mr. CAMP BELL : I am free to admit that ; 
but it is only a very few miles away. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
intend to enter into this question of \V m·wick 
venus Toowoomba; it is a very paltry thing to 
be imported into the question at all. As I ha.-e 
said before, Toowoomba can stand on its own 
nwrits, and the llletnbers for Toowoomlm can 
stand on their own merits; and I think 
our past conduct has shown, J\1r. Speaker, 
that neither you nor I care anything w lmt
evcr ttbout the Hon. J ames 'l'aylor. Nothing 
iu our conduct has ever shown that we regard. 
the Hon. James 'raylor in rmy other lig·ht than 
as a mere citizen of the town, or tlmt we bow 
down and worship hi m or accept any dictntion he 
chooses to nmke. l\1y tnain object in rit'ing now 
is to say that it is very unfair on the part of the 
hon. rnmuher for \Varwick to (lo, a.s he has done on 
nwre tht_Ln one occasion-to bring rnatten:i before 
the I-Iouse concerning yourself 'vhen you are iu 
the chair, and are not in a position to defenJ 
yourself or make tmy explanation you may deem 
nece<Jsary .. If the hon. member would only wttit 
until the House is in committee, and then make 
his little paltry attacks upon you, it would be all 
right, for I mn <Jnite snre you would squelch him 
very quickly indeed. He has told us about a 
telegmm that he has rcceiveJ--

J\Ir. HORWITZ: I did not receive it. 
Mr. ALAND: One cannot understand the 

hon. member. vVill the hon. member tell us 
wlmt he did say? 

J\Ir. HORWITZ : I distinctly said that the 
telegram in my hands wtts sent to J\Ir. Hunter 
from a person at Goumliwindi, in reply to the 
hon. rnetnber, ~ir. G-romn. 

J\Ir. ALAND: I understood the hon. member 
to say that he had receiYed the telegram from 
Goondiwindi, but he only raced the substance of 
the telegram, and did not say by whom it w'" 
signed. I should like to say a word ahout that 
telegram. Two members of this Assembly were 
informetl-by Mr. Hunter, I think-·that there 
were some 400 acres of wheat, like the bunch to 
which the hon. member for Aubigny has re
ferred, under cultivntion at Goondiwindi. Tlutt 
wa" mentioned to my he'll. colleague, :Mr. 
Groorn, who at once sent a wire to a relative 
of his, narne<l Bell, at Goondiwindi, ttsking 
him how many acres of wheat were under 
cultivation at that place. The reply came back 
to J\lr. Groom that there were some 5 acre;; 
of land under wheat. That telegram was per
fectly justifiable when such a monstrous asser
tion-for it really was a rnonstron1'> a:;sertion
was mnde thttt there were 400 acreR under wheat 
cultivtttion at Goondiwimli. I do m>t know 
whether that statement was made to the 
select committee of the other Chamber, but 
it was made to two members of the As
sembly, who told it to ::\Ir. Groom, with the 
result that I have stated. Is it not monstrous 
that such ttn assertion as that should be made 
when we know, frcm statistics laid on the t:tblc 
of the House, that there are not more than G5 
acres of land under cultivation at Goondiwindi 
altogether ? But l take it that, as f<Lr as this 
Assembly is concerned, the <1uestion of the 
'Warwick to St. Gem·ge railway is at an end. To 
use a legal term it is sub judice, and it is almost 

a pity that it should have been dragged forward 
this afternoon. At the same time it is quite right 
that we shoulJ know how much the witnessess 
who were brought tlono to give evidence in favour 
of the railway expect to be pttid for their 
patriotisrn. ..A. rmuark wa8 n,ade by an hon. 
member that it was a ven· indecent thing on the 
part of smne gentlen1an li\·ing at Toowomnba to 
interview some of the members of the Legislati.-e 
Council on this question. I httve my own 
opinion on that subject, but I think it was much 
rnore indecent on the part of sorne gentlemen, who 
do not live in Toowoombn, to interview ttlrnost 
every other member of the Legislative Council 
on the same question. That is all I ha,ve to stty. 

J\lr. JESSOP, in reply, said: Mr. Speaker,
Some hon. members seem to have rather 
n1i~·mndert-3tooc1 1ny rnotive in bringing for\vard 
this motion. I did not bring it forward in 
order to interfere in any way with the action 
of the Legisbtive Council with regard to the 
\Varwick to St. George railway, but simply to 
let the House and the country know the expenses 
which were to be P""id to the Goondiwindi 
witnesses examined before the select committee. 
The hon. member for Wttrwick snid the 
petitionB again~:;t the proposed railwn,y were 
written out in Toowoornbn,, I can say, fron1 rny 
own knowledge, that thttt is not true as far '" 
the petitions from Dalby ttnd Roma arecow:orned. 
I arn glad I did bring- the n1otion forward, for 
the simple renson that it ha:; broug·ht out some 
facts from tbe bun. member for Aubigny which 
we never knew before in reference to the lam! to 
be sold by auction as soon as the \Varwick to St. 
George rail\vay is passed. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUii!P'riON m' CmnuTTEE. 

'L'he COLONIAL THEASURER moved that 
the Speaker leave the chair, and the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the \Vhole 
further to consider the Supply to be granted to 
Her Majesty. 

Que,>tion put and passed, and the House went 
into committee. 

P08'l'MASTEB.-GENI~RAL-SALAlUEtl, OHIE:ll' OF}'!CE. 

The COLONIAL TR~;ASUH:ER, in rno.-ing 
that £13,147 be gmnto<l for salaries connected 
with the chief office, Postmaster- Geneml's 
Department, said the vote showed an increase 
of £320 up0n the appropriation of last year, 
which was accounted for by provision being 
made for salarieo amounting to £240, which had 
been previously paid out of contingencies. The 
re1uaining portion of the increase was s1nall 
increctses of £10 a year to junior clerks, tlomount
ing in all to £80. 

J\Ir. DON~'\.LDSON said he would take that 
opportunity to get some information from the 
hon. gentleman in charge of the estimate with 
regard to telegraph rates. About three y~ars 
ago, when the present Government came mtu 
office, a promise was nmde that a consiclerable 
reduction would he made in Press telegmms. 
i\n estimate was made by the department and 
in tercolonial telegrams were reduced, and at
tempts had been made to get the rednced rates 
throughout the colony, but that had not been 
done. Last session he drew the attention of the 
House to the f:tct that the country Press was 
snfforin:-;· nncler cousidernble expentles as com
pitred with the city l'rcss. They had to pay 
4s. 2d. per 100 words for messages sent to 
any part of the conntry, whereas a telegram of 
100 wonls could be sent from a neighbouring 
colony to Cooktown or any part of the coast for 
3s. That was, of course, :tn unfair handicap on the 
local country Press, because they httd to pay nearly 
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50-at any rate, over 40-per cent. more for tele
grams within the colony than was paid for tele
grmns frmn the adjoining colonies. Again, the 
price of those intercolonial telegrams to the 
Government was one-half-18d. per lOO words 
-so that they actually c!utrged 4>. 2d. for what 
they paid lSd. for. It had been stated that if the 
concession asked for wa-s given, such an an1ount 
of work would be put upon the lines that they 
would be unable to carry it, and that the dupli
cation of certain lines would be necessary before 
the concession could pe granted. However. it 
was two years and a-half since that report ;vas 
sent in, and the reduced rate had not been 
brought into operation yet. Surely, if that 
objection held good then, it should not hold good 
now, because during that period the duplication 
of most of the lines had taken place. The 
Gover1.m1ent were very tardy in making the 
reductwn, etnd the wetnt of it pressed verv 
heetvily upon the Press of the colony. · 

The COLONIAL THEASUREE setid the 
mettter referred to wets receiving the considerettion 
of the Pmtmetster-Geneml, and he was prepared 
to state that a reduction would be made, and 
would commence from the 1st ,Tmmitry. Hew"'" 
not in a position to say what the fig:nres would 
be ; but he was in "' position to st>tte that it was 
intended that the reduction should commence 
on the 1st ,January, with a restriction as to the 
number of words that should be transmitted 
until the following telegraph lines were com: 
pleted :-Spl'ingsure to Taroom, Clermont to 
Rn.vonswoml, and }{avenswood to Junction Creek. 
Until the duplication of those lines was cmn
pleted the present lines would be inader1uate to 
cn,rry the very rnnch lnrger uurn ber of Inessages 
which would probably be sent under a lower 
tarit[ than were transmitted at the present time. 
It was expected that these lines would be com
pleted by March, and the limitation as to the 
number of words to be contained in one message 
would then be removed. 

Mr. DONALDSON said he hoped those 
portions of the colony where the duplication had 
been completed would not be deplived of the 
benefit of the reduction, because the lines men
tioned by the hem. gentleman had not been 
completed. Those lines could not be very im-
1 Jortant ones. He was sure the Spring~ure one 
was not ; there was not much revenue from it. 
He thought it would be very unfair that, because 
those pbces had not got the duplication, other 
parts of the colony should be deprived of the 
lower rate. vVith regnrd to the rate, he would 
ask whether the rate of 2s. for 100 word,, 
recommended some time ago by the depetrtment, 
was to be the rate charged under the new 
system? 

The COLONIAL TEEASUEER said the 
hon. gentleman must see the reason for not 
having <lifferential rates. It was inadvisable to 
metke a reduction favouring one part of the 
colony at the expense of another, am! it would 
be better to wait and initiate a uniform tariff 
etpplying to all parts cf the colony, even with a 
temporary limitation. The department had not 
yet ttrrived at a decision as to whnt the tariff 
should be. The mte previously considemd was 
2s. per 100 words, but he did not wish hon. 
me1nbers to i1~fer that he wa:::; expre~;;ing the 
vjo\Vf' of the Governrnent in stn.ting that tlu1,t 
rate had been 1n·eviously considered. The reduc
tion which wa,; to take place would, he hoped, 
be satisfactory to all concerned. 

i\Ir. NOR TON said that if he was not mis
taken there were differential rates clmrged now. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : In Queens 
land? 

Mr. NOR'rON: Yes. Telegrams were sent 
between Brisbane and Sydney at et low rate, and 
a high rate was chargecl for sending them short 
distances within the colony. 

The COLONIAL TREASUIU:<~R said the 
Press rate for telegrams was 4s. 2cl. per 100 
words, and the charge was uniform all over the 
colony. The rate between the colony and Sydney 
was 3s. per 100 words. 

Mr. NOETON said the Press rate from Sydney 
to Brisbane w.:ts lower than the Press rate from 
Brisbetne to Maryborough. That wets a dif
ferential rate ; and it hetd et! ways been a ground 
of complaint, that the Press rate from another 
colony should be lower than from one part of this 
colony to another part of it. 

The COLONIAL THEASUREE said the 
difference in the rates could onlv ue defended on 
the ground that the Queens'iand lines wero 
in~vlequato to the work of carrying a large 
number of messages until the third line was 
completed. It must be borne in mind thett tho 
colony was losing annually by the Post and 
Telegraph Department something like £150,000; 
that \Vas without nwking provj.sion for the in
terest on three-qnarters of a million of loetn money 
expended on telegraph construction; so that whilst 
it was desirable to give every accmnmodation a.ntl 
reduce the rates, it mURt be remembered that in 
doing so they were imposing on the general tax
J•ayers additional burdens. 

Mr. NOETON sairl the Committee were aware 
of that. But there was an understanding con1e 
to when the hon. tnern bAr for \Varrcgo brought 
the queRtion up smue tirne agn, that as soon aR 
po"iblc Press mtc-; from Drisbane would be 
reclnced to the same rate as was charged from 
Sytlney. 

Tlw PliEMIEE : That is so. 
Mr. NORTO?\ said it did not seem Of]nitable 

that P1·ess mes"'ages from Brishane should be 
still charg0d e,t the higher rette, and he thought 
that the sooner it was roduce<l the better. 

lYir. SCOTT said the hon. membe.r for vVarrego 
had made some ohjection in regard to the Spring
sure line ; but the reason why 1nore business was 
not done on that line was because there was a gap 
between Tambo tmd Springsure which hnd never 
been filled up. It was well known that the inland 
lines were not subject to such severe storms as 
the lineH along the coast; and as so\)n as the gnp 
in that line was filled up communication won!<! 
be opened between Brisbane and the far North, 
and a large amount of business would be done. 

Mr. DONALDS0:0! sD.id his contention was 
that there was no reason why, because the work 
of duplication was not completed in some parts 
of the colony, other parts should not get 
the benefit of the lower rates. Those Jl~trts 
which had heen so unfortunate as not to get 
duplication could wait, and they nee<! not cmn
plain of other parts of the colony getting the 
benefit. 

The PREMIER : ·wouldn't they ? 
1\Ir. DONAL1)S0N: It would be worth 

trying at any rate. 
The PRE?vliER : The North ! 
:\Ir. D0:0!ALDSOX said it wets a matter offact 

that."nnetelegrams went through at the lower m to 
:tt the pre"'ut time if they crrmc from :Sydney. 
He nnder,toocl the Treasnrer to stltte that there 
wouhl be <-1 liTnitn,tion of thu ltnm1wr of lvm·d~ 
sent through in oue mes-,age, but tktt limitation 
could be put on now, and if 1nessages exceeded 
the limitation they could g-o through at the 
present rate. He was confi<lent that would 
meet with the :t]'proval of a large number of 
proprietors of newspapers in the colony. The 
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hon. gentleman also referred to the fact that 
there was a large deficiency in the working of the 
Telegraph Department. He granted that, and 
was very sorry that such was the case; but on 
account of the ·high rates now charged, the papers 
actually limited the number of words to be 
sent. He was ass>Jred that the Cmwie1· had 
sent instructions to all its agents throughout the 
colony to send as short messages as possible, and 
only on important subjects, on account of the 
high rate. He had not got that information 
from any of the proprietors or managers person· 
ally, but from a gentleman connected with the 
journal, who had seen the instructions sent 
out. No doubt it would be beneficial to the 
readers if they could get a larger amount of 
telegraphic news. The Sydney JYiorrtJing Herald 
and the :Melbourne A1·gus published columns and 
columns of matter sent by telegraph, whereas 
the B1·isbane Cou1·ier, the leading paper in Bris
bane, only contained as much telegraphic news 
as could be read in five minutes. If there were 
lower rates there would be no excuse for not 
furnishing the readers of newspapers with more 
telegraphic matter. The city papers were at a 
great advantage compared with the country 
papers, because they got messages from Sydney 
at 3s. per 100, and acting as agents for the 
country papers, sent the same messages at 4s. 2d. 
per 100 words. 

The PREMIER : The country papers could 
get them direct. 

Mr. DONALDSON: They wouldhaveto pay 
an agent at the other end. It was well known 
that the country papers arranged with the he"d 
papers in the capital for telegraphic news. The 
Sydney JJfm·ning Herald and the Melbourne A1·gus 
supplied nearly all the country papers in New 
South \V ales and Victoria with news. It was 
all very well to say that news could be sent from 
Sydney to 'l'oowoomba, for instance, at the lower 
rate, but it might not pay the papers in 'roowoomha 
to employ an agent, and pay him in addition to 
the charges for the telegrams. A telegram sent 
from Brisbane to Ipswich would cost 4s. 2d. 
per lOO words, whereas a message could be sent 
through from Cooktown to Sydney for 3s. per 
100 words. He did not think that was fair, 
and the Colonial Treasurer knew in his heart it 
was not fair; in fact, it was not consistent with 
the hon. member's own ideas on the subject. 

Question put and passed. 

POST AND TELEGRAPH SERVICE. 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER moved that 
there be granted a sum not exceeding £105, G03 
to defray the expense of the Post and Telegraph 
Department. That item exhibited an increase of 
about £12,100 over the Estimates for last year. 
In the list of postmasters there was a new salary, 
in consequence of the appointment of a gentle
man to Charters Towers at a oalary of £270. 
Under the head of "managers," there was an 
increase of £1, GOO, on account of the Cape Y ark 
extension, on which five n1anagers were required, 
also one at Charters Towers; then there was one 
at Clermont-Ravenswood line, and one at Darr 
River-in all, eight n1ana.gers. For operators, 
there waH an increase of £5,420, necessitated 
hy thirty-four additional operators, at salaries 
ranging from £120 to £200--ten at Brisbane; 
four at Bowen; one at Bnndaberg for the tele
phone; two on the Central Railway; Cress
brook, one; Croydon, nne ; 11~tnerald, one; 
Gympie Hailway Extension, one; .Junction 
Creek, one ; :Magnetic Island and J\1nttaburra, 
one each; Normanton and Pittsworth, one each; 
Ravens\vood, two; Tmnbo, four; Yeppoon, one; 
relieving operator, one. In the item of clerks 
there was an increase of £40, being an increase 
of £10 each to four clerks. There were five new 

!in~ repairers in charge-one at Keppel Bay, 
one at Bauhinia Downs, one at ClE>rmont
Havenswood line, one at Rochfort, and one 
at Rolleston. In the item of clerical assis
tants, there were three new salaries of £180, 
to provide additional assistance to country 
officers. There were two additional stampers 
and sorters at £150, and eighteen new sorters and 
letter-carriers, £1,680. In the item of line 
repairers, the Cape York extension demanded 
four at £150, one on the border of New 
South 'V ales, £120, and one for Clermont
Ravenswood line, £120. These constituted 
the whole of the increases. He must admit 
that in framing the Estimates the increase 
in that department gave him a considerable 
amount of concern, and, in addition to the care 
exercised by the Postmaster-General, he had 
endeavoured to keep down the requirements of 
the department as much as possible. The exten
sion of the line to Cape York Peninsula was 
particularly costly. 

Mr. NOR TON : When will that be opened? 
The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 

thought in about three months. Not only was 
it an expensive line to work but to maintain
as n1anager, operators, and labourers would have 
to act as a sort of police, able to defend the 
stations against the attacks of the blacks. That 
and other extensions had necessitated the expan
sion of the department to its present dimensions. 
He must say, in regard to the Post and Tele
!'raphs, that whatever requirements had been put 
down on the Estimates-in-Chief had not been ex
ceeded and, therefore, a new vote was not required 
in the Supplementary Estimates. The department 
asked for the full appropriation for salaries for 
the current year, though that appropriation 
might not all be required in the firHt quarter or 
half-year. It was very satisfactory that, although 
provision was asked for the whole year, it would 
not be exceeded, and possibly a portion would 
be saved. He might say that his colleague, 
the Premier, had just informed him that the 
Cape York line would he opened before the wet 
season set in. 

Mr. BLACK said it was quite impossible for 
anyone to criticise the details of th<tt depart
ment, from the way in which the Estimates were 
framed. There were ~o 1nany Inauagers, opera~ 
tors, and clerks, that they could only assume that 
they were really required. The Treasurer had 
r,ointed out that more than the amount voted last 
year had not been required. £319,177 had been 
voted, and £304,237 was expended. ]'or the 
present year they were asked to vote £22,520 
more than was voted last year, so that really, 
as the expenditure was £16,000 less last year 
than was anticipated, the increase for the 
present year was £38,000 on the whole de
partment more than it was last year. He be
lieved that the department was managed as 
economically as it well could be, though it was 
impossible to criticise it. But the fact remained, 
as the Treasurer had pointed out, that there was 
a loss to the country of £150,000 a year by its 
working. Now, he asked, could they not arrive 
at some scheme by which that enormous loss 
could be diminished? \Vhy, the loss on that one 
department alone was quite sufficient to upset 
all the calculations of the Treasurv! If it meant 
the necessity of additional taxatfon, why should 
there be such a loss'! They were often told that 
it was necessary, in the interest of the whole 
community, that information in the shape of 
newspapers should he diffused all over the colony; 
but he thought that in times like the present, 
when the Treasurer had been obliged for the last 
two years to come down with extra taxation pro
posais, and would probably do so again next 
year, some care should be taken to obviate the 
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loss of some part of the £150,000. It wa.3 
quite possible for the department, instead of 
carrying newspapert3, as now, for nothing, to 
impose a halfpenny or farthing tax, and 
he thought the Government should during 
recess take that into consideration. He could 
speak as to the anxiety of the Postmaster
General and his Under Secretary to pay atten
tion to every requirement of a reasonable nature 
which was submitted to them. He could not con
scientiously criticise anything in tho.,e estimates 
beyond the one fact that he had referred to, 
that there was a high loss accruing to the whole 
country, which, he as~tuned, was owing to the 
carriage of i1nmense parcels of newspapers with
out any remuneration being received by the 
department ; and, speaking in the most friendly 
way, he really thought the Government should 
conHider the necessity of in Hnn1e way reorganis
ing the Post Office system so that the country 
should not lose that immense sum of money. 
They would have a very serious state of affairs 
to face when they met again next year, and he 
knew the Treasurer was very a,nxious on the 
subject; and he therefore hoped that something 
would be done to make that department, which at 
present was a tremendous loss to the country, 
in s<m1e nwasure self~supporting. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
imttl vertently led the hon. gentleman to state 
that which was not strictly c0rrect. In speaking 
of the loss of the department he had referred to 
previous years, and he would therefore like to 
correct the figures which he had used. The 
receipts of the Post and Telegraph Offices for 
1884-ii amounted to £181,583, and the expenses 
to £304,23G, leaving a net loss of £122,G53. Last 
year's receipts Hhowecl a con::;iderable increase, 
which arose in consequence of the sales of 
stctmps being included in the receipts of the Post 
Office. He was free to admit that there was 
a great deal of force in what was said by 
the hon. member for JVIackay, that there was 
an iunnen::-;e loss susta.in.ed in the carriage of 
newspapers; but the pubhc had now got so ><ccns
tmnecl to cheap telegrarns and cheap pm:tage, and 
to the carriage, post free, of newspapers through
out the colony, that it would be reg·arrled as a 
great burden if taxation was imposed in the way 
suggested by the hrm. member. It was interest
ing to observe tha,t, during last year, the nun1ber 
of pn.pers which were delivered within the colony 
amounted to 6,162,360. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSA~ : What was 
the weight? 

The COLOXL\L TREASURER: Being an 
increase of 1, 050,749 over the preceding ye:cr, 
or an incre:cse of over 20 per cent. There 
were despatched from the colony 988,000, as 
ag-ainst 754,000 in the preceding year, an increase 
of 23:1,000, or 31 per cent. The papers received 
amounted to 1,643,000, an increase of 3 per cent. 

The HoN. J. M. MACTIOSSA~: What was 
the weight? We crm tell nothing from those 
figures. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said there 
were no statistics showing the weight. Even if 
postage were imposed it would not be by weight. 
It would be, as in other colonies, upon each 
paper. However, there was no doubt there was 
a lmge amount of matter carried free by the 
milw:cys, and by the postal service, in the shape 
of newsp,c[H'rs, and that tended to increase 
the very large •leficiency which was connected 
annually with the working of the department. 
He knew the matter had been receiving the very 
careful consideration of his hon. colleague, the Post
master-General, but he (the Colonial Treasurer) 
was not prepared at the present time to express the 
views of the Government upon the imposition of 
a newspaper duty. It would fall very severely 

upon people resident in the interior, and wonld 
tend to circumscribe the circulation of local 
papers. Altogether he was afraid, :clthough it 
would be a financial benefit, it would be a great 
social disaster. 

Mr. FOOTE said he fully agreed with the 
remarks of the hon. member for J'viackay. He 
remembered the question being brought forward 
for many years past, and it had a! ways been a 
burning question. He thought the department 
wanted rearranging to a very considerable de
gree. They had had the usual debate upon cheap 
telegrams every session of htto years, and the 
argument was used that they would offer great 
fncilities to the Press. \V ell, he thought 
the .Press had very great facilities. Their papers 
were carried free all over the country, and 
that was a point to which he wished to direct 
attention. He thought the Government ought 
not to carry those papers free, and that a stamp 
duty should be imposed. It was well known 
that many of the contracts for mail delivery 
were much higher than they would otherwise be 
if the newspapers were not carried free. He 
thought the system was not fair to the general 
taxpayer of the colony, and it would be no hard
ship for the per"'ms using those papers, to at all 
events pay some part of the cost of c>trriage. 
If some papers were charged ld. and others of 
gre:ctAr weight 2d., that would be a fair charge. 
He would suggest a liberal allow:cncc. An 
excessive rate should not be charged upon news
papers, but it should be a reasonable sum-some
thing to relieve the taxpayer of the colony and 
something which would go against that very 
heavy los'l annually sustained by the department. 
Ho thought it wns not fair that such liberal 
allowances should be made to the Press in the 
form of eh ea p telegran1s, and free c:-:trri::tgc of 
printed matter; and he bclie1'ed that the latter 
systen1 wa~ the canse of bringinq a lot of news~ 
papers into existence which would subside if a 
tax were imposed, and the country in m:cny 
instances would not lose much by their sub
sidence. 

Mr. CHUBB said that the hon. member for 
.Mackay had objected, when criticising the esti
mates for the Postmaster-General's Department, 
that the information given was not sufficient. 
He (Mr. Chubb) would suggest that when those 
estin1ates \Vere brought np next year smnething 
on the lines of the way the Colonial Secretary's 
Department dcalt with the officers of petty 
sessions in the Estimates should be done. They 
would then see the localities where the officers 
were, and have as full information as was given 
with regard to officers of petty sessions. It 
would be more s:ctisfactory in every way, as they 
did not know where the officers in the Postal 
Department were located, and whether their 
salarie"- were lar~e enough, or whether they were 
too large. At present it was very difficult indeed 
to see where officers were, and to know whether 
they were all really wanted, or whether more were 
not req nired. K o doubt the loss on the depart
ment W<1S very great last ye:tr-he understood the 
Colonial Treasnrer to say it was over £120,000. 
\Vhy that would pay the interest on three millions 
of borrowed capital, and relieve them greatly. It 
was a consummation devoutly to be wished for, if 
the dep:crtment could be managed in such a 
way as not to bring in that loss of £120,000 
a year. Reference haJ ·~_:,{;en rnado b> the canst< 
or' the loss. The Treasurer had not given them 
the particular items that went to make up the 
loss, but he a.RsUinod it wn,s having to pay more 
for the carriage of mail matter than they received 
in pos~age fron1 both inland and over-Rea mails. 
The hon. member for Bundanba, J'v1r. Foote, 
referred to the fact th:tt the Government carried 
newspapers free. They did carry them free, but 
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only if they were posted within a week of their 
issue, and after that they, of course, had to pay 
at postage rates. In the report of the depart
n;ent for the year, on page 11, some of the prin
Cipal causes of loss were stated. In regard to 
ne.wspapers being taken over sea to England, it 
smd :-

"]~ut, as according to the rcgnlations at the Queens
land ~nd, newspapers m·e sent at ld. each irrespective 
of wmght, while payment for transit is regnlated by 
nctnal weight, a eonsidorable loss is eaused to this 
colony on vapers ::;;uch as the follo,ving, which exceed in 
weight the limit (4oz.l for one rate:~ 

Sydney .~._lfail \YCighing 11 oz. 
AugfJ•ala!i!ian ... 9 
..~lfelbourne Leader ... 8 
Town and Crmntr·v Jounwl 7 
Q.ueenslaruler ... ... 6 
Illustrated Sydney ~Yews 6 
Olago 1Vitne88 ... 5 

Then the illustration was given in this way:-
"Take, for instance, t.hc Tow1~ onrl Co1!nlrzt Jr)urnal 

awl Aush·ulosial/., which together weigh llb. and pro
duce a reveuuc o[ 2d., while the yayment to France and 
Italy alone is 4ll., to which vYould hm·e to be added 
under the lll"OTJOsed al'l'lln,u·ement, the Australian tnm8if 
eharge of 3d. per lb .. aml the cost of transit by steamer 
probably 6d. more-e(gUJ.l to ls. ld. expended, ;ts against 
2d. received. 

"or.takc three Queen.<danrler8, weighing in all 18 07.., 
on "Wlnch the postage would be 3d., and the payments 
to Fr;~ncc and Italy -:!~d., Anstralian transit 3~d., steamer 
trans1t. say, fild.-that is an expenditure of ls. 2-§-d., as 
against 3d. roeeivcd." 

That was a very great loss-a loss of 4d. on every 
Queenslander, or, in connection with the other 
colonies, their proportion of 4d. for every 
Queeus/mule1· sent over sea. So far as he conic! 
understand the report, that was the total loss on 
the contract, which w0uld be made up by all the 
colonies sending their various n1ail n1attcr hmne. 
The illustration given in the case uf Queensland 
at any rate showed what the loss really was, and it 
was a very heavy loss for the colony to have to 
bear. Possibly the loss might be excused on the 
ground of its being in the nature of an adver
tisement to intending· irnmigrants. N ewspaven:; 
were sent borne to friends and relatives of people 
in Queensland, and (;\ueensland news was by that 
me.:.m rl_isseminatecl in Great Britain, and it inight 
?e :ons1dered that the colony received some 
mchrect henefit by the circulation of the informa
tion relating to Queensland. On that score 
the:e might possibly be some excuse urged as 
aganu;t the great loss sustained in the carriage 
of those papers over sea, though that excuse 
wo:rld not hold good in respect of the inland 
rna1ls. Tl!e newspapers were carried free all 
over the colony. Mail contractors contracted 
to carry the mails for so much a year, and had 
to carry everything that was po<,ted, and he 
had seen some of the country mail bags 
stuffed full with newspapers, and he dared s~Ly 
nine-tenths of the mail matter was newspape1·s. 
J:Ie tho.ught the matter was worthy uf some con
sJderatwn, and that some slight charge should be 
:nn.de upon the carriage of newspapers in order, 
m some way, to prevent the loss of £120,000 a 
year to the colony. Of course the whole loss 
must not be charged to the Postal Department 
as he believed <t large portion of it was attribu: 
~able to the cost of the Telegraph Department 
1~1 the cost of rne~,~ages, and the expenses of new 
hnes that returned no ade(putte revenue, or at 
all events clid nnt return sufficient renmne tn 
cover thp expen~es in connection with the1n. 
SncJ1 long lines, for instance, RH the line to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria cost a great dt>al of 
money, and the revenue from them was snmll, 
though the indirect ad vantage to the colony 
was very great. All that must be taken as 
jr3stifying to some ~xtent the enormous expen
diture and loss winch the country apparently 
suffered every year in that department. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said it was time the 
attention of the Government was directed to the 
enormous loss the country was suffering every 
year from the carriage of newspapers free 
through the Post Office. They appeared to be 
regular martyrs to the Press in this free and 
enlightened country, and the Press levied black
mail upon them in every way. £12,000 a 
year for advertising at one slap, and then 
all their wares had to be carried about the 
colony at the expense of the general tax
payer. He had had some correspondence upon 
the subject outside of that Assembly, and from 
what he could make out the amount of subsidy 
which the three-headed monopoly in Queen 
street enjoyed amounted to somewhere about 
£9,000 a year for the free carriage of the papers 
alone. That was to say that it cost the country 
for carrying about the Cow·iel', Queenslmule1·, 
and Ouse1TC1' something like £9,000 a year, 
and that was in addition to all the moneys 
spent for advertisements in thrme papers. 
Then, again, they were never satisfied, for 
they wanted to get their telegrams for almost 
nothing. The newspapers were after all merely a 
financial speculation, and the papers were pro
duced for sCLle anclnot for use. They were joint
stock companies that enjoyed special privileges, 
am! they denounced any attempt t<> apply the 
same privileges to any other industry. Unrler 
the circumstances, the Government should take 
into considwation the advisability of insisting 
that papers should be stamped, and thus supply 
some of the deficiency in the revenue; and if they 
did so it would not be giving the proprietors 
of those papers that undue advantage oYer 
other commercial men and traders in the colony 
that they hnd at present. A grocer or hardware 
man had to pay for the m,rriagc of his goods 
throughout the colony, and why shonld the news
paper man go scat-free and have his goods carried 
for nothing? He (Mr. Hill) might just as well 
advocate that the carriage of wool by the 8quatter 
over their railways should be free, because he 
was a public benefactor. He maintained that 
the squatter did much more substantial good 
and benefit to the colony than newspaper men, 
because he really did bring some substantial 
money into the colony in the shave of u 
return for the produce sent out. K ewspapers 
were utterly irresponsible, and nobody had any 
check upon them. They dubbed themselves 
''we,'' and called thmnselveR '' vublic opinion,'' 
and after all they only gave the opinion of some 
fellow who slung scurrilous pomonalities at the 
r::~te of 15s. a cohunn. Thnt, he was given to 
understand, was the price now paid for 
leading articles-for public opinion-and the 
more spicy they made it the greater the 
circulation, and· the better the paper sold. 
It did not matter to the writers of those 
articles; they coulel revile or abuse anybody 
with perfect impunity, and they did. He 
should think he was neglecting his duty if 
he did not come in for a certain amount of 
their criticism. However, he hoped they would 
not take his harsh criticisms to heart. He was 
speaking in the interests of the taxpayer ; he 
himself, as one of the taxpayers, had to contribute 
towards having their rubbish hawked about all 
over the colony and into other colonies for 
nothing, and he had a right to complain. He 
1nost strongly rccorrnnendect the Governn1ent to 
tnke into cnn~ideraticE during the recess tho 
ad visahility of letting tho->e gentlemen pay for 
the ca.rdage of their wnres, by putting a stmnp 
duty upon them. If he wrote letters he had to 
stamp them, and he did not see why the news
p:;,per people should have additional privileges. 

Mr. CHUBB said he wanted to correct a 
statement he had j>rst made, because he found he 
had done the telegraphic branch an injustice. 
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He had said he thought a large amount of 
the loss was attributable to the Telegraph De
partment, but he saw at the end of the report 
a very useful table, which showed that the total 
amount of cash received for messages was £78,684, 
while messages sent on account of the Govern
ment, for which of course cash was not received, 
were put down at £20,898, making the total re
ceipts £99,582 ; against which had been set, 
salaries £()4,483, and contingencies £2.5,177, 
making a total of £89,660. If they took off the 
amount credited on account of Government tele-' 
grams, there was a loss on the department of only 
£11,000 for last year, while, if they credited the 
whole of the Government telegrams, there was a 
profit of £10,000 on the working of the office. 

Mr. GROOM said he would like to say a few 
words on what had fallen from the hon. member 
for Cook. If the proposal the hon. member had 
foreshadowed-that the Colonial Treasurer should 
levy a tax on newspapers by imposing postage 
on all papers carried by mail-was adopted it 
would fall on the general community, and not on 
the newspaper proprietors. 

Mr. CHUBB: They would not buy them; 
they would borrow them. 

Mr. GROOM said he did not think it would 
have much effect on the circulation of news
papers. It must be remembered that it was not 
only the papers published in the colony which 
were carried post-free. ·when he was in Sydney 
he was shown the number of copies of one 
weekly-the Town and Count?'1f Jou1·nctl-which 
were sent to Queensland, and carried throughout 
the country, more particularly the Northern dis
trict, where the mails were conveyed by coach or 
by horse. He had seen the figures, and he could 
certify that the number of copies of that one 
journal circulated in this colony was greater 
than that of any Queensland newspaper. There 
was not a single newspaper published in Queens
land to his knowledge that had a circulation as 
large as that which the Town and Coumt?'Y 
Joumal had in this colony alone. The Sydncp 
Mail had also a very large circulation, though 
not so large as the other. The next in point of 
circulation to the Town and Count?·p Jou1·n"l was 
the Austmlasian, a high-class journal, published 
in Melbourne, which was taken, he supposed, in 
almost every home where there was a taste for 
high-class iiterature. The loss on the Postal 
Department, therefore, was not caused entirely 
by the free carriage of newspapers published 
within the colony. 

Mr. DONALDSON: The Austmlasian pays. 
Mr. GROOM: I was not aware of that. 
Mr. NORTON: In Victoria and South 

Australia they pay. 
Mr. GROOM said that at any rate the Town and 

Count?·p J ow·nal did not pay, and the Queensland 
population were called upon to pay for its circula
tion in this cc>lony, while it contributed nothing 
whatever towards the revenue. On that par
ticular point, perhaps, there was something in 
the contention of the hon. member for Cook; 
but if a stamp duty were imposed on the outside 
Press, they would have to make the principle 
of general application, and then the provincial 
Press would suffer. Taking a tri-weekly journal, 
published in the country, the proprietor would 
have to pay a penny on each issue-3d. a week; 
that would amount to 3s. 3d. in the quarter, or 
13s. in the year. Now, he did not suppose the 
hon. member wished to handicap the country 
subscribers of a journal to that extent, but that 
would be the real effect of adopting his sugges
tion. At the same time a large weekly journal 
would only pay 1d., or 4s. 2d. in the year, 
and consequently there would be a great ad vane 
tage given to the weekly journals published in 

1886-5 R 

Brisbane M against the provincial Press. If 
the hon. gentleman wished to put a tax on 
newspapers generally, he should adopt the 
old English plan, that no newspaper should 
be published except on stamped paper; and then 
the daily journrtls in Brisbane, which were not 
carried by the postal authorities at all, but were 
delivered by hand, would pay equally with the 
others. He did not think there would be any 
objection to that, and it would certainly benefit 
the revenue. He wished to say one word about 
another matter alluded to by the hon. member 
for Cook. He was sorry the hon. member had 
such a low opinion of gentlemen who wrote 
leaders in the newspapers. Would the hon. 
member allow him (Mr. Groom) to tell him that 
as a member of Parliament was not by nature 
born, no more was a leader-writer by nature 
born. It required a considerable amount of deep 
reading, great research, and very considerable 
ability indeed to write leaders for newspapers, 
and there were gentlemen in the city de
voted entirely to that calling who certainly 
thought much higher of themselves than to 
write leaders at the rate the hon. gentle
man mentioned - 15s. a column. If anyone 
in Brisbane was ready to work so low as that, 
he (Mr. Groom) did not think his leaders would 
be admitted into any high-class journal, nor did 
he think that any newspaper of standing in 
Brisbane would offer such a price as that to a 
journalist for an article. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: They do. 
Mr. GROOM said he was very much inclined 

to doubt it. He hoped the hon. member would 
be a little more generous in his estimate of news
paper proprietors. He might mention tha;t t~ere 
were men in England who devoted a hfet1me 
to journalistic labours who would not write an 
article under five guineas, and who got five 
guineas. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL : Certainly. 
Mr. GROOM: If the hon. gentleman wanted 

a case, he could give it. Take the Nineteenth 
Centu1'p. They would not offer a writer for a 
high-class journal of that kind .a lower amount 
than five guineas, or even ten gumeas. The hon. 
gentleman must consider also that there were 
leader-writers on The Times,Dailp News, and Daily 
Tclcg1'aph, whose incomes were £1,000 a year. 
There were plenty of high-class journalists-such 
as Robert Lowe (since Lord Sherbrooke), Mr. 
Leonard Courtney, Mr. Besant, Mr. Forbes, 
Mr. Sala, and others-who obtained a far higher 
price for their work than that which the hon. 
member mentioned ; and there were leader
writers in Brisbane-and he knew something of 
their work-who were as highly paid, proportion
ately, as their contemporaries in London. 

Mr. LUMLEY IULL: Not at all. 
Mr. GROOM said he knew from his personal 

knowledge and experience that they were. There 
were some leader-writers in Brisbane who had 
had a long experience in journalism, and who 
obtained a good price for their leaders; they 
named their figure and obtained it, and he could 
assure the hon. member that it was a far higher 
figure than His. a column. Just now he men 
tioned that the A ustmlasian paid for its circula
tion in the colony. He had since learnt that the 
Austmlasian was stamped in Victoria, and that 
Queensland derived no benefit from it whatever. 

Mr. NOR TON: It is the same with the South 
Australian papers. 

Mr. GROOM said he believed the Weekly 
Obse1'VC?', a high-class newspaper published at 
Adelaide-better, as far as its agricultural columns 
were concerned, than even the AustJ•alasian
had a considerable circulation in this colony, and 
was carried all over by the Postal Department 
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for nothing. There was something, as he had 
said, in the contention of the hon. member for 
Cook, and it was a subject which would no 
doubt receive the consideration of the Govern
ment during the recess, more particularly in face 
of the heavy loss the department was sustaining
at the present time. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said it was very credit
able for so young a colony that it should offer so 
many facilities for the spread of knowledge 
among its population. What with free educa
tion, scholarships, exhibitions to universities, and 
the free postage of newspapers, there was no 
other colony-he might even say no other 
country-that could show so liberal a record. 
But when they sa,v an annual deficit in the 
department of £120,000 they had to face a very 
serious question. He did not blame the Postmaster
General or the department for the deficiency ; it 
was the fault of the country for allowing cmtain 
things to be carried free. He did not intend to 
advocate putting a stamp on all newspapers, but 
something would certainly have to be done to make 
the income and expenditure of the department 
balance a little more equally. It had been said 
by the hon. member for Toowoomba that to put 
a penny stamp on newspapers would be rather 
hard. That was also his opinion, but he did not 
think a halfpenny stamp would be a very serious 
Item, or cause very much grumbling amongst the 
people of the colony. The fairest plan would 
perhaps be that suggested by the hon. member 
for Toowoomba-namely, to put a stamp on all 
newspapers, instead of only upon those which left 
the district in which they were published. The 
Government would be compelled to devise some 
means of meeting the deficiency, and the sooner 
they set about it the better. 

Mr. DONALDSON said he was surprised to 
hear the hon. member for Toowoomba, who, he 
understood, was a journalist, advocating the 
imposition of a stamp duty on newspapers. That 
would be manifestly unfair, because it would 
be levying a tax on the papers which were dis
tributed at the cost of the publisher as well as 
upon those which were carried by the Postal 
Department. His contention was that the tax
payers of the colony should not be called upon 
to pay for the free distribution of all the news
papers which came into the colony. A half
penny stamp, such as they had in Victoria, 
would not be felt by anybody, and would go a 
long way towards covering the deficit in the de
partment; and it would, besides, have the effect 
of checking the wholesale flooding of the country 
with useless papers that were sent by every 
mail. Some of the papers from the other colonies 
-such as the A ustrctlasian, the Town <tnd Country 
Jom·nal, and the Sydney Mail-were very bulky; 
many thousands of them were circulated in the 
colony, and they paid nothing whatever towards 
the revenue. \Vhen the hon. member for Too
woomba was S]Jeaking he (Mr. Donaldson) inter
jected that the A ustmlasi<tn was stamped. That 
was true; it was stamped in Victoria, hut he did 
not know what arrangements existed between 
the colonies as to Queensland being paid for its 
share of the postage. 

An HOlWURABLE JI.IEMBER: There are none. 
Mr. DON ALDSON said that perhaps the other 

colonies reciprocated by carrying the Queensland 
newspapers free. But it would be far better in 
the interests of the people of the colonies if all 
newspapers sent by pmt were stamped. He did not 
think the circulation of the Austmlctsian in Vic
toria was in any way affected because it bore a half
penny stamp, and the stamp duty on newspapers 
transmitted by post returned a very large revenue 
to Victoria. To carry those large weekly inter
coloni:11 newspapers for nothing was far too much. 
,Anyone who did not know mnch of the interior 

would be surprised to see the immense numbers 
of newspapers that were put upon the coaches at 
the end of the railway. He had been told by 
drivers that thev had nearly a ton of mail matter 
on board, and ail that contributed not a penny to 
the revenue. He would like to know whether 
the R>tilway Department charged the Postal 
Department for the carrying of mails? 

The JliliNISTl~R FOR WORKS: No charge 
is made for carrying· the mails. 

Mr. DONALDSON said he was informed 
that they did charge for carrying the mails. 

The HoN. J. 1VI. MACR0St3AN: It is put 
down as non-paying traffic. 

Mr. JORDAN said he regretted that there 
was such a loss in the working of the depart
ment, and should be very glad to see it r~medied. 
At the same time, he should regard 1t as a 
calamity if the very large circulation of news
papers in the colony were to be diminished, 
which would certlLinly be the result if 
they were dealt wiLh in the way suggested 
by the hon. member for Toowoomba. He 
believed the effect of stamping newspapers, 
as suggested by some hon. members, would be to 
greatly diminish their circulation.. Th~re were 
papers, highly respectable and creditable m every 
respect, published daily in this colony for ld., 
and if they cost 2d. the circulation would be very 
largely diminished-probably by one-half. He 
believed that if they adopted the system of 
stamping newspapers their circulation through· 
out the colony would be very largely 
diminished, and he should regard that as a 
national calamity. He regarded the circulation 
of good literature throughout the colony as a 
grand national advantage. It tended to keep men, 
working men especially, out of puLlic-houses 
when they could get good newspapers to read 
like the A ustralctsicm and other journals that had 

·been spoken of, and the very respectable news
papers published in the city and in all parts 
of the colony, He believed the circulation 
of newspapers greatly diminished the con
sumption of ardent spirits in public-houses, 
in the bush especially. Men out there had few 
resources for entertainment, except such as were 
furnished by the circulation of good cheap litera
ture. He believed the effect of such a system 
as that proposed would be calamitous in the 
extreme. It would be a very great step in the 
wrong direction, if they were to adopt such a 
system for the sake of raising a bit of revenue, 
and he hoped it would not be done. He would 
be even more liberal than they were. It was a 
great advantage that they could get their. news
papers circulated through the Post Office for 
nothing. This was a large city ; it was 
growing very rapidly, covering an immense a!ea 
in proportion to population ; and he would hke 
to see the pillars which were now in use for the 
recevtion of letters made available for the postage 
of newspapers also. He thought they were 
capacious enough ; they must hold a great many 
letters, but there was no means of posting news
papers in them, the perforation not being large 
enough. He would certainly like to see the faci
lities for the posting of newspapers extended to 
those pillars all over this great city. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said the discussion 
reminded him very much of the silversmiths of 
~Ephesus, "Great is IHana of the Ephesians." 
The craft was in danger. He thought that the 
arguments adduced, especially by the hon. 
member for Toowoomba, :!'IIr. Groom, who no 
doubt knew a great deal on the subject, went to 
show that a considerable amount of rubbish was 
carried about the colony for nothing. It appeared 
that people preferred to go to New South \V ales 
and get the Town ctnd Country Journctl, and even 
as far as Melbourne to get decently written 
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articles-decent literature-and that more of those 
newsp~pers were circu_lated in the colony than 
were circulated by the Journals of the metropoli8 
itself. That bore out what he had stated-that 
the price paid for litemry matter by the Press 
here was very low. It was conducted upon 
strictly economical principles. 

Mr. CHUBB : Cheap and nasty ! 
Mr. L UMLEY HILL said he had been credibly 

informed by people who had written for tlie 
leading journals here that the price paid was l5s. 
a column. They could not expect much for that, 
and the sort of stuff that did appear in those 
papers, according to his lights, was certainly 
well paid for at lfis. per cofumn. He was per
~ectly aware that on many of the leading 
JOUrnals at home, •uch as the Nineteenth Ccntu1·y 
to which the hon. member for Toowoomba had 
alluded, the Times and Daily News men were 
very highly paid indeed, and earned ~ery hand
some incomes-probably much over £1 000 a 
year-for writing for those journals. B~1t the 
thing was impossible here. He knew perfectly 
well that here they were mere slaves under
paid sort of hirelings who woulci write 
for such paltry remuneration as they got. 
Of course, the stuff prO\-ed it. He did 
not wish to cast any reflection upon the 
~ress as a body-the intelligent Press and the 
htemry world-because he had been indebted to 
it all his lif~ for pleasant reading, and moreover 
for educat10nal purposes; but. what he com
plained of was the rubbish that was published 
here and which was carried about the country at 
the country's expense. 

Mr. ALAND : Start a newspaper of your 
own. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said that that was not 
in his line of business, although if he could not 
write better articles than some of the 15s. a 
column stuff he should be very sorry indeed. He 
maintained that if astampdutywasimposed to pay 
for the services performed, and the cost of news
papers was thereby enhanced, the people would 
more. cheerfully pay it if they got better matter, 
and It would do a great deal more good than 
disseminating the masse• of rubbish that were 
circulated now at the expense of the taxpayers 
Of course, they could now afford to send out any 
amount of it, because it was carried for nothino· 
and the cheaper they got it written the bette~: 
The matter that was circulated had reallv a 
most deleterious effect upon the public. The 
hon. member for South Brisbane, i'vir. Jordan, 
said that if they imposed a duty of that kind 
more spirits and beer would be consumed. 'Nell, 
there would be some satisfaction in that because 
it would contribute to the revenue. At present 
they put a stamp on beer-cnsks-even on the 
Bulimba beer made in Brisbane-ancl why not put 
stamps on newspapers? The poor man had to pay 
for hiS beer--he did not suppose the brewer paid 
for it-and he should also pay for his newspaper, 
and pay for it being carriecl about the country. 
The hon. member for Toowoombtt, who was an 
authority on the subject, said that the subscri
bers would have to pay, and if that were the 
case, he (Mr. Hill) did not see why the news
paper men should grumble at all, but he knew 
they would grumble a good deal if they were 
made to pay. 

Mr. P ALMER said it was a que,tion whether 
the colony would be any better off if the tax 
advocated by the hon. junior member for Cook 
was put upon newspapers. Hon. members 
might put it as they liked, but it was a tax upon 
knowledge. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: A tax upon lies! 
Mr. P ALMER: It was a tax upon knowledge 

in this way : People out in the 'vVestern districts, 

who formed a considerable portion of the popu
lation of the colony, were debarred from the 
advantages which residents in the town had ; 
they were the people who received a great deal 
of benefit from the dissemination of newspapers, 
and they would be handicapped, as they were 
now by differential rates on the railways, and 
be made to suffer by the imposition of such a 
tax. He certainly thought they ought to be 
considered in a matter of that kind. There were 
thousands and thousands of newspapers that 
would not be sent out into the interior 
that were sent out now if there was a tax 
put upon them in the way of postage, 
and he maintained that the country benefited 
to that extent. If they were going into the 
revenue and expenditure part of the question, 
he thought, before beginning in the colony, they 
ought to take up the matter which had been 
referred to by the hon. member for Bowen about 
the enormous postage that had to be paid here 
on newspapers sent to Great Britain. 'rhe hon. 
member for Bowen had pleaded that the dissemi
nation of those newspapers in Great Britain 
aided immigration and disseminated knowledge. 
They had far greater means of acquiring know
ledge in Great Britain than in the interior parts 
of Queensland, and if the argument would 
apply in the one case it would apply in the 
other. Fourpence was the rate paid in the 
colony for sending a newspaper to Great Britain, 
where, he supposed, they had the grandest •upply 
of literature in the known world, The question 
of surcharg·es, he thought, came in under that 
vote. They knew that book packets could be 
landed, say at Cooktown, from Victoria, at a less 
rate than they could be landed at Cooktown from 
Brisbane, and he understood that the Post
master-General, in order to meet that diffi
culty, had made a surcharge of the balance. 
For instance, a packet weighing llb. going 
from Victoria to any part of Queensland was 
charged 4d. ; but the same packet going from 
Brisbane to any other part of the colony cost Sd. 
'vV as that a legal ch,trge? He recollected that 
when the member for Balonne was Postmaster
General the present Premier once objected to 
paying the surcharge, and gained his case ; but 
he supposed the present Postmaster-General, 
being a lawyer, knew what he was doing in 
making the surcharge. 

Mr. CHUBB said he recollected that when 
he was a boy a red penny stamp was affixed to 
every newspaper published in England. That 
had been abolished, and there was now a postage 
rate of ~d. on every newspaper posted within 
seven days of publication. In Victoria there 
was a postage rate of ~d. on newspapers; and 
there was no reason why a postage rate should 
not be imposed on newspapers in Queensland. It 
would not he fair to impose a tax on every news
paper published, but some charge should be made 
for the carriage of papers through the country. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
newspapers posted in Victoria had to be stamped, 
but when they were sent to Queensland they 
were carried without further charge, so that 
Queensland derived no benefit from the charge 
made in Victoria. A large proportion of the 
deficiency caused by carrying newspapers free 
was owing to the carriage of papers published in 
other colonies. In addition to the A ustndctsian 
and other newspapers published in Victoria, that 
colony recently endeavoured to get Queensland 
to distribute free the magazines and enlarged 
pamphlets arriving from that colony. The 
Postmaster-General now surcharged those maga
zines on arriving in Queensland at the rate of 
ld. per oz., and he thought it would be agreed 
that the Postmaster-General should insist on 
that charge. The imposition of a charge on the 
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carriage of local newspapers was not a matter to 
be decided in a debate like the present ; and 
there was no doubt that such a charge would 
restrict their circulation, especially that of the 
provincial newspapers. It would handicap papers 
that were issued more frequently than once 
a week, as against those which were issued only 
once a week; and, all things considered, unless the 
Government were driven to that source of revenue, 
he could not e~ay that the project met with his 
approval. They were justified in collectin~· a 
revenue from the carriage of papers published 
outside the colony. Referring to the pilLtr post
offices, which the hon. member for South Bris
bane wished to be extended for the purpose of 
receiving newspapers as well as letters, he might 
point out that the present pillars were not 
adapted for the reception of newspapers, and 
that if they were extra labour and extra vans 
would be required in collecting those newspapers. 
That would impose on the department an acldi
tional expense in regard to a work on which 
there was already an annual loss. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said if the Treasurer, 
in the face of the deficiency, still thonght it 
necessary to go on supplying intellectual pabu
lum to the public at the expense of the taxpayer, 
he hope<! the hon. gentleman would :et all events 
give them the truth as it appeared in Hnnsanl
stuff that was not written f<'r hire, and for which 
the people who uttered it were responsible to 
their constituents in a measure. That would be 
some sort of enlightenment to the people. They 
would know then what their representatives were 
doing, and other representatives also ; whereas 
now they got at the expense of the taxpayer a 
garbled and mangled version of what went on. He 
had no doubt that there would be :tgreat outcry to
morrow among the'' coppersmiths" on account of 
the criticisms to which they had been subjected, but 
he maintained that it would be far better if the 
Government could see their way to give the 
public something of what really did hteppen in 
that Assembly, and also the Gore1·nmcnt Gnzctte 
notices, without the expense of paying £12,000 a 
year in :tdvertising in the newHpapers, public and 
otherwise. He thou:;-ht it was not at all an 
unmixed evil sending- that class of cheap litera
ture for which His. per column was paid-not 
much more than 1d. per line-went through the 
length and breadth of the land, and, moreover, 
at the expense of the general bxpteyer. 

Mr. DONALDSON said it appeared to him 
to be the general opinion of the Committee that 
newspapers posted in the colony should be 
stamped; but there also seemed to be a fear of 
incurring- the censure of the proprietors of 
those papers. He thought the Government 
would be quite willing to impose a postage 
rate but for fear of the Press ; and he asserted 
that they were losing to0 much money in trying 
to accommodate the Press. In Victoria he had 
not heard any complaint on account of the post
age rate on newspapers, and in that colony most 
of the mails were carried by rail. There was 
not one instance in which the mails there were 
carried more than 150 miles by coach, wherects 
in Queensland they were in some instances 
ea rried 1, 000 miles by land, and the bulk 
of the heavy newspapers coming- from the 
other colonies were carried free in Queensland. 
They certainly saw several copies of the Sydney 
Mnil, or Aust1Ytlnsian, or Tmun rrnd Country 
Jou1·nnl for one copy of the Quecnslnnder in the 
interior of the colony. He would ask the Gov
ernment to seriously consider whether they 
should not reduce the deficiency of the Postal 
Department by putting a tax on newspapers 
sent throug-h the post. Reference had been 
made to the postal pillars in the city. He was 
sorry he could not compliment the depart-

ment npon those arrangements. The pillar
boxes were cleared at G o'clock in the morning, 
while the \Vestern mails left town at ten minutes 
to G. In the suburbs of Melbourne, a considerable 
distance out of the city, the pillar-boxes were 
cleared at such an hour as would enable the 
letters posted in them to be sent by the first mail 
in the morning-. It was quite time that the 
system in Brisbane was altered, and he believed 
it was only necessary to mention the matter to 
have such a ch:wg-e made as would prevent the 
inconvenience of people having to go to the 
General Post Office to post letters which they 
wished to be sent by the first mail in the 
1norning. 

Mr. GROOJ'd said there was another thing 
which should be taken into consideration in dis
cussing that qne,tion. The tendency of the leg-is
lation of the Imperial Parlhtment was rather to 
abolish the postage duty on newspapers. In fact, 
there was a strong agitation going on in Englnnrl 
just now to abolish tlmt duty altogether. There 
was also a strong agitntion there to reduce the 
ocean postage to a penny. It was strongly advo
cated that there should be penny postage all the 
world over. 

Mr. DONALDSON: There is a large profit 
in :England on carrying 1nails. 

Mr. GROOM: I do not think there is snch a 
large profit. 

Mr. DONALDSON: Yes, there is a profit. 
Mr. GROOJ\I 'aid the profit at all events 

would be materially reduced by an ocean penny 
po,tage, more particu!ttrly on the postttge to the 
Australasian colonies. At the smue time, he 
would like to correct a statement nmde by 
the hon. member for \Varrego, to the effect that 
he (J\fr. Groom) t1bsolutely advocated a stamp 
duty on all newspapers issued. \Vlutt he said was 
that if the Committee were inclined to impose 
any duty at all on newspapers, that would be a 
more equitable one than a penny postage on all 
newspapers circulated through the post. He 
was sure that among the Press generally the dis
position would be to submit to a tax of that kind 
rather than to the proposal that a penny stamp 
should be put on all newspapers carried by the 
Postal Department. If the latter plan was 
adonted, and a penny postag-e was charged for 
each paper, a subscriber who now paid £1 4s. a 
year for his paper, would have to pay 14s. 
additional, so that his paper would actually cost 
him £118s. And, as the hon. member for South 
Brisbane, Jliir . • T ordan, had observed, if that tax 
was imposed, it would be almost prohibtory to 
newspaper readers. But, as the Colonial Trea
surer had stated, the question was a very broad 
one, and one that could not be settled by that 
Committee. At the same time it should not be 
overlooked that in England there was an agita
tion going on to abolish the poRtage on newsM 
papers. He thought it would ill become a young 
colony like Queensland to commence a policy of 
retrogression in tktt particular, when at home 
they were considering whether they should not 
abolish the tax on newspapers altogether, and 
they would, no doubt, do that in course of time. 

The Ho~. ,J. Jlii. MACROSSAN said he did 
not think anyone that evening had ad vacated a 
newspaper tax ; at leaet he hac! not heard it if 
they hac!. He did not think it would be a good 
thing to put a tax on newspapers, and he wonld 
object very strongly to any such proposnl. He 
did not see why newspapers should be taxed any 
more than making a boot should l:)e taxed ; 
but when they carried au article through the post 
then he thought the person who sent it or received 
it should pay for the service ren<lered. That was 
all that was asked. He thought even the Press, 
which some members of that Committee seemed 
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very much [lfraid of, would not find very gre"t 
fault with thn,t propos"l. He did not think the 
payment for the postage of newspapers would 
enhance the price of newspapers to the general 
public. If they looked at the newspapers in 
Victoria., \V here postage was charged, they would 
find that the pa.pers, whether weekly or daily, 
were of the same size or larger than the papers 
published here, and were just as cheap; and 
as far as the cost of producing papers was 
concerned he did not think it was less 
in Victorht than it was in Queensland. There 
was not much difference between the cost of 
production in the two colonies. He was of 
opinion that in the present state of the public 
finances the Treasurer would be justified, if 
called upon to impose fresh taxation, in intro
ducing a measure that would compel the people 
posting newspapers to pay for the service 
renderecl in carrying them by post. The Trea
surer. in an earlier part of the evening, 
had · said that people had been so long 
accustomed to having it done for nothing that 
they would grumble very much if they had 
to pay postage on newspapers ; but people would 
grumble in paying for anything, so long as they 
could get it for nothing; so that that argument 
did not carry much weight. As tu the et<ttement 
of the hon. member for Toowoomba, }fr. Groom, 
that, beca,use there was an agitation in EnglarHl 
to abolish the tax or postage on newspapers 
there, they 'lhould not commence to make 
a charge for po.'3btge in this colony, he 
thought that argument fttiled entirely, because 
in J~ng1and they had a very large 8Urplns 
1·evenue from the Post Office, and prol.mbly 
they could afford either to abolish or re
duce the postage on newspapers. He (':'\Ir. 
1\Iacrossan) was quite certain that the Post
master-General in England would make no 
alteration that would bring the Post Office of 
that country into a deficiency equal in propor
tion to the deficiency shown by the depttrt
ment in Queensland. The deficiency here 
was nearly one-third of what they paid, the 
amuunt of the deficiency being £120,000, while 
the amount 1 >aid for the carri"ge was £BGO, 000, 
or £320,000. He did not see that there was any 
liberality shown in such a practice as carrying 
mails at so great a loss. It was very well to he 
liberal, but he did not think they should be 
liberal at the expense of the general body of 
tnxpayers. As far as encouraging the spread of 
knowledge was concerned, he did not think that 
they could say Victoria was less anxious to 
spreaLl knowledge than they were. It was quite 
as democratic a country as Queensland, >end yet 
the people there were obliged to pay for having 
their newspa.pers carried, and he thought they 
should also be required to pay for thttt service in 
Queensland. 

Mr. :U'OX'rO:N said he thought the arguments 
W81'8 all in favour of charging for the lJOStage of 
newspapers-for the imposition of a halfpenny 
postage. The suggestion made by the hon. 
member for South Brisbane, J\Ir. ,J ord<tn, in 
reference to pillar-posts, opened up a phase of 
the question which he thought had not l>een 
touched upon by any previous speaker, and that 
was that the papers which were sent away from 
the newspaper offices in the city were sent in 
very large parcels, and conveyed by vehicles to 
the General Post Office. The papers which 
would be posted in the pillar-po.sts would be pro
bably only pa.pers sent by individuals who would 
have already received their papers through the 
pm;t, a,nrl it would therefore be a second po.4age 
of the ]XL]Jer. He believed, though he w.ts not 
qnite certain, that that was an eva,ion of the law. 
He did not know whether it was, but he knew it 
was done, and that very frequently; pa,pcr.'-> wero 
repootcd every chly. The limit, of course, W<tci 

seven days; but a paper could be posted 
seven times in seven days. If postage were pay
able in reepect to newspapers, they would not be 
reposted over and over again. He believed him
self tlu1t the status of newspapers would he very 
much improved for the better, and that the 
mental pahulnm which they supplied would be of 
a very much higher class if to.;stage were pa:yabl:'. 
He believed that the propnetors would find rt 
necessary, if the readers h>ed to pay postage, to 
make the reading matter of a higher class than 
it was at present, in order to induce persons to 
pay the postage. 

Mr. S. W. BROOKS said he did not agree 
with hon. members who were pleading for the 
imposition of postage on newspapers. He 
tbought it hardly seemed right that they who 
spent close upon £200,000 for the education of 
young folks should stick at £10,000 or £12,COO for 
the carriage of the stuff that was to educate the 
old folks. 

The Roll. J. M.l\IACROSSAN: £120,000! 
Mr. S. W. BHOOKS said he did not admit that 

the whole loss of £120,000 arose from the carriage 
of newspapers. He thought £12,000 or f:15,000 
would be a very large amount to allow for that. 
They were beginning at t~1e wronq en~r of the 
road to grumble ttt that, wh1le spendmg £290,000 
on the education of the young. N o_r dlC! he 
believe with lwn. gentlemen in rnnmng down 
the Press. He knew very well that they 
heard the same sort of talk in Queen 
street. Hon. members had talked of the 
rubbish that was published, mul in Queen street 
it was a common thing to he[lr people talk of 
paper::; a.~ •' ragtJ," and of the non.:;ense in them. 
Some hon. gentlemen might have heard of the 
man who thought he could preach, but who when 
he got up on a platform could not get on very 
well, and then stuck altog~ther. At !as~ he 
said, "If any of you folks have any concmt of 
yourselves in your ability to talk, come up here 
and try it." He said the same of the hon. 
gentlemen. If they thought what the papers 
published was stuff and rubbish let them 
sit down and try to write day "fter day 
a leading article, ·and they would find it a dif
ferent sort of thing from what they imagined it. 
The newspaper, however, had hac! its fair share 
of discussion, and he now wished to say a few 
words on a different matter in connection with 
the vote. Perhaps some hon. members besides 
himself had noticed in an issue of the 
'l'elcgmph in :U'ebruary last an article of two 
columns in length. It did not exactly appear 
whether it was an advertisement or a con
tribution, but he would assume that it was 
an advertisement. ·when he saw that article 
two things crossed his mind. One was that 
the men who contril>uted those two columns 
must have been in a state of real downright 
exasperation before they did it. '!'he second 
thought was that, if those allegations were true, 
smnething needed looking into in the Post Office 
Depnrtment. He was quite sure if those matters 
were in any way correct, they were in direct 
opposition to the spirit of the Postmaster
General. Since then one of his own constituents 
had placed in his hando a copy of a communi
cation which had been forwarded, he be
lieved, to the department. But he would 
refer to the two columns in the Tele!)1Y1ph. 
The principal points in that article might be 
thus stntecl : The carriers aml sorters complained 
of the lonu hmu'R, They were required to go in 
nt 7 in th~ rnorning, and were kept a.t jt for 13 
or 11 honrs <bily. \Vhen kept to G, 7, or 8 at 
night, s<':crcely any time was allowed for refresh
ment. Twenty minutes were ;ollowe<l to them to 
go out at 7 o'clock ur later, when >~ll the plnces 
that provided rdreslmwnt were closed, or when 
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was very difficult to obtain refreshment. They 
also complained that they were shorthanded, 
and that there had not been such a revision of 
.ne runs as the increase of population called for. 
Hon. members knew very well that the popu
ation of Brisbane had increased so rapidly that 

a run which five years ago might be a fair area 
for a letter-carrier to work would be very different 
to-clay. There were more houses, a larg·er popu · 
lation, and a larger amount of work. He did 
not know whether much stress could be laid on 
those two points, for persons who sought work 
in the post office knew the long hours and the 
work, and if they did not like them they 
could clear out. Another point that seemed to 
involve an injustice to the public was the capri
cious shifting of the letter-carriers from one run 
to another, and that sometimes when the letters 
for a delivery had been sorted and put up ready 
for delivery. That, it was alleged, had been done 
on the first of the month, when, they all knew, 
there was a larger amount of matter to be dis
tributed, such as accounts, than at any other 
period. The letter-carriers, it was alleged, were 
shifted from runs which they knew to runs 
which they rlid not know. That led to delay 
in delivery of letters and to considerable in
convenience to the public. A case had 
come under his own experience to which he 
might refer, and so remove the matter from 
mere doubt and uncertainty to actual fact. A 
letter-carrier came to his house in W arry street 
about 4 o'clock one Saturday afternoon. He 
produced a bundle of letters and asked "Are 
you Mr. So-and-so?" "No." "Can you tell 
me where he lives?" He (Mr. Brooks) looked 
at his bundle of letters and found a strangely 
mixed lot. "That one," said he, "is for So-and-so 
down there." "I have been there," said the man. 
"Then you will have to go back again." Another 
was for Gregory terrace. "I have just come 
from there," again said the letter-carrier. Now, 
that was the morning delivery which the man 
was making, and it was then half-past 4 in the 
afternoon. The man had still forty or fifty 
letters to deliver, and hP could see that there 
was very little prospect of that man getting 
through with his morning delivery before 6 
o'clock in the evening! I-I~ must have had to 
go over his run again and again. He {Mr. Brook~) 
did not think it was fair. If a man was put on 
a new run, he should have a guide who knew 
the district. The letter-carriers asked further 
that they should have the whole of the public 
holidays. They took letters out to the city 
offices, and nearly all those were closed. It 
seemed to him a useless piece of work that the 
letter-carriers should be sent out through the city 
on public holidays. Hon. members knew that 
the people of Brisbane were thorough holiday
makers. They did not go to their offices 
for letters on those days, and it was use
less for the letter-carriers to deliver them. 
Another regulation was imposed upGn them, and 
that was that on Saturday afternoons, no matter 
how far it might bring him, the letter-carrier was 
required to return to the office after his second 
delivery that his time might be noted. If a man 
lived at Bulimba, for instance, and finished his 
delivery there, he had to go back to the central 
office in order that the time he finisher] his work 
might be noted, and so with all the other letter
carriers. The letter also referred to the boorish 
treatment they received at the hands of some of 
the underlings-he spoke of themrelati vely, over
seers, he supposed they would be called. That 
part was worth reading :-

"For instance, when we are spoken to by him it i~ in 
tones of anger, whatever may be the natnrc of the work 
we may be engaged ln at the time. ·when thns spoken 
to we must move as if by magie; if not we are bn.wled at 
as if we were so many bnllocks in a team or a number 
of blackfellows on a plantation. 

n If we address him civill.\·, as we always do, we arc 
generally met by a sneer. \Vhen wu reach him ~L letter 
or other document, which we often have to do, it i~ 
seldom taken from us 1vithout being smLtched in the 
1nost disagreeable manner }Jossible. 

"If IYC attempt to explain any little mntter or to 
remonstrate with him for his misconduct, we are told 
to !'!hut up or \Ye shall be immediately reported to )fr. 
Wright for giving him cheek. These and other incte
scribable annovances v•e have had to put up \Vith in the 
Pi-lSt." ~ 

It seemed to him that, however humble a man 
might be, or how low his position, he should be 
treated with courtesy, and none but a boor would 
treat him otherwise. The main objection seemed 
to be that the men who signed that statement 
of grievances were. not dismissed for it, but 
certain conditions were imposed upon them which 
it must have been known would lead to their 
dismissal. For instance, one of t.hem had lived 
twenty years at \Vest End, and knew the dis
trict thoroughly ; but he was ordered, on a cer
tain day, to take the Bowen Hills and Bulimba 
run, of which he knew absolutely nothing. 
The Bowen Hills and Bulimba man w:cs sent 
to We't ,End, of which he knew nothing. One 
who lived in South Brisbttne was sent to Spring 
Hill, and of that district he knew nothing. The 
only result that could accrue from that was that 
the men were behind time, and were charged 
when they had done their work with having 
broken the regulations, and were requested to 
resign. He did not say that all those allegations 
were correct ; it was possible that some uf them 
might be a little over-stretched; but he was sure 
that the Colonial Treasurer, who had charge of 
the Estimates, would deal frttnkly with the 
matter, and in the most thorough good fai~h, 
and show that some of the charges were explam
able, as he (;yir. Brooks) hoped they were. 
Certainly there were some points that were most 
decidedly unworthy of such a department as the 
Post Office. 

The COLOXIAL TRK'\.SUHER •mid the 
Post Office was a very large department, and, 
like the railway and some other departments of 
the Government, require<] to have its ernployes 
in a state nf discipline. \Vhere large numbers of 
men were employed there were sure to be some 
who were dissatisfiBd, and who would endeavour 
to instil their dissatisfaction into the minds of 
the other employe,;, and who would like their 
cases brought forward in Parliament by some 
of their frien<ls. The case mentioned by the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley was no ex
ception to the general rule, because one of the 
signatures to the letter quoted was that of a 
man who was constantly dissatisfied, and who 
continuously endeavoured to create dissatisfac
tion in the minds of others. The hon. gentleman 
must be well aware that where large numbers of 
men were employed, if they imagined they could 
get their grievances brought forward by members 
of Parliament, it would be entirely subversive of 
discipline. Therefore, unless there were very 
strong grounds for believing that an imli
vidual had sustained an injury or a grievous 
wrong, he strongly deprecated the manage
ment of the Government departments being 
ventilated in Parliament with a view solely to 
give publicity to the grievances of a few indi
viduals, who perhaps would not be satisfied with 
any change. \Vhen the hon. gentleman first 
represented that matter to him, he had the cour
tesy to inform him that it had been presseclnpon 
his attention, and he (Mr. Dickson) admitted 
that, on the face of it, there was subject-matter 
for consideration. But the information he had 
received had put an entirely c1ifferent complexion 
upon the injustices which were l<lleged to have 
been committed. In regard to the length of 
hours, he might inform the hnn. gentleman that 
the department could not pledge itself to any 
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certain number of hours fur its employes, in the 
matter of letter delivery. \Vhen the ernployes 
were detaineu in the evening for a late delivery of 
English mails they received additional payment. 
The de]Xtrtment certainly did not confine itself to 
what might be called the "eight-hours system," 
nor could it be expected to do so. \Vhen an 
oversea mail arrived late in the evening, 1t was 
necessary that the mails should be delivered 
promptly, and if the men were delayed a 
considerable time on account of it they re
ceived a certain amount of remuneration for 
the extra labour. So far as he could learn there 
had been no dissatisfaction whatever expressed 
or felt by the ernployes upon that head. The 
second matter mentioned by the hon. member 
was with respect to the change of venue, or 
change of beat, for the letter-carriers. The prin
ciple adopted was that it was desirable to fami
liarise the letter-carriers with the different quar
ters of the city, so tlmt in the event of any one 
carrier being taken ill the department would not 
be disarranged. The object was that if, say 
two letter-carriers were ill, or prevented from 
n1aking their regular rounds, smne other person 
in the depttrtment would know the bettt, and " 
great deal of trouble would be sttved. After that 
explanation hon. members would see thttt it was 
desirn,ble that the letter-carriers should be bmi
lbrised with the different portions of the city, so 
thttt they could be transferred to one another's 
beats without there being any disarrangement in 
the public service. The third matter was in refe
rence to returning to the office after delivering 
the letters ; and the hon. gentleman pttrticularly 
referred to the deliveries made on Sn,turday ttt 
middtty, and cited tts an instance the carrier 
who delivered letters at Bulimba htwing to return 
to the central office to give an account of 
himself. The reaEon of that was very en,sy to be 
seen. It wn,s to show that the men httd com
pleted their deliveries, and the department con
sidered it was the best way of preventing any
thing like ~ecreting letters, or holding the1n over 
nntil another time for delivery. Thttt had been 
done in some mtses, ttnd it wtts considered that 
each letter-carrier ought to return and re[JOrt 
that he httd completed his round, and that 
there were no letters undelivered. It was 
very ettsy to find fault with the administration 
of it lttrge depttrtment like the Post Office, 
but he thought statements like those mr,de 
by the hon. gentleman should be taken with 
a grain of salt. The hon. member might rest 
assured that the department had no desire to 
inflict ttny injury or hardship upon the letter
carriers. If those httrdships were generally 
acknowledged, he did not think there would be 
such tt large number of candidates for employ
ment as there were constantly cttlling upon the 
Postmttster- Geneml. In reference to pillar
boxes, the department did not keep a night
service for emptying them-the last clettrance 
was mttde between 5 and 6 o'clock in the evening; 
but the hem. gentlemttn would remember that 
there was "box at the railway sttttion, and that 
letters could be [Josted up to within ti ve or ten 
minute' of the starting of a train. To have a 
general clearance of the pillar-boxes at night or 
ea,rly in the morning would necessitate a large 
increase in the staff. 

Mr. NORTON said he did not fttll in with the 
hon. gentleman's argument that the postmen 
should be obliged to return to the office to show 
that they had been their rounds, ttnd had come 
back ciean-handecl, becm1se if they wttnted to 
secrete letters they could keep them in their 
pocket:J. After ttll the Post Office would be no 
wiser, and did not gain 1nuch. 1-[e would like to 
sa,y u word or two upon the Hnhject of po~tage on 
newsp:tpers. He qnitc codmittcd th<Lt hon. ;;eatle
men who had advocated the stamping of newo-

rmpers had a great dettl of force in their argu
ments ; but ttt the same time he did not think 
it advisttble to chttnge the policy of the country 
without very serious consideration. He thought 
it had been urged that the tttx would not fall on 
the people who took the newspapers but upon the 
Press, but his experience was quite the reverse. 
Some years ago there was a newspaper postage 
imposed on papers in an adjacent colony. At that 
time he was taking a weekly paper, and as soon as 
the newspaper tax was imposed the charge for the 
paper was increased by the amount ofthe postage. 
'rhat was some years ago, but whether it was 
done now he did not know. Whether that was 
the effect in Victoritt and South Australia he did 
not know. He was referring to New South 
\V ales. It was a good many year' since the tax 
was imposed, and it was continued for some 
time, but had since been discontinued. The 
effect there wns certainly to increase the cost of 
the newspaper; and he thought that in all pro
bttbility if tt tax was imposed here the same 
effect would be appttrent-that the people who 
took the papers would have to pay the extra 
cost. If that was so, then he said the tax would 
fall very largely upon people living in the country. 
Now, was it bir that people in the country 
should be bound to bettr the greater share of the 
burden? \V as it fair that they should be bound 
to pay even an equal share? He would point out 
tlmt at the present time the people in the town 
enjoyed, at the expense of the people in the 
country, the endowments upon their schools of 
ttrts. They enjoyed an endowment upon their 
reserves ; and in many other ways they reaped 
benefits at the cost of the whole country which 
a number of the country people could not enjoy 
at all. In the matter of education, as he had 
often pointed out, people were living in some 
parts of the country where they could not 
send their children to school, ttnd the children 
would not get ttny ecluctttion except from their 
parents or from someone employed to teach them. 
Yet those parents contributed to the co't of the 
whole of the State schools, the endowment upon 
grammar schools, ttnd everything of that kind. 
They also contributed to the endowment upon 
reserves and schools of arts, and upon everything 
which was for the benefit of those who could use 
it, and he said to ask them to pa.y a lttrger share 
of the loss on the carriage of newspapers was 
scarcely fair. That wets the reason why he did 
not join in with the arguments used in favour of 
newspaper postage. 'l'here were other matters 
upon which he wished for informtttion. He 
wished to ask the Colonial Treasurer at what 
age telegraph boys were taken into the sErvice of 
the department. He had seen some little imps 
delivering messages who could not be more than 
ten yettr~ of age, and they seemed to him to be 
exceedingly young to be employed in such work. 
He presumed there was some minimum age at 
which they were employed, and he should like to 
know what it was, because some of the boys 
appeared to him as if they ought to be at school. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was 
informed that the boys were taken into the 
department between the ages of fourteen and 
fifteen. They might seem small for their age. 

Mr. KORTON said then their growth must 
htwe been stopped in some mysterious way. One 
or two of the boys did not appear to be more than 
ten yettrs old. 

'rhe COLOiUAL TREASURER: They are 
very intelligent. 

Mr. NORTO?-<" said thry must hnve been 
dosed with gin when young. They were a decent, 
nice-looking lot of boys, but they seemed very 
young for the work. \Vhttt hours were they 
employed? It was not a. fair thing to !employ 
them for :1 long day. 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hours were long, especially when Parliament 
was sitting, and the boys had to be in attendance 
on the House until it adjourned. 

Mr. NOR TON : All day? 
The COLONIAL TREASURER : Yes, all 

day. The occupation was at all events a healthy 
one. 

Mr. NORTON said it need be healthy if the 
boys were kept at work so long. If they came 
to work at 9 o'clock, and stopped until the House 
rose, that was too long. He presumed the boys 
employed about the streets were not kept so long 
at work? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : About 
half-a-day on and off. 

Mr. NOR TON said that was very reasonable, 
and he did not think the boys had anything to 
complain of, but they should not be employed 
under the age of fourteen. He did not think it 
was fair to employ any boy below the age of 
fourteen. If they were not at school, then the 
education system was at fault. There was one 
other matter he would like information upon. 
The hon. gentleman referred to the fact of three 
or four men being kept at one place on the Cape 
York line. What distances were the stations 
apart, and how would the line-repairing business 
be done? Would a man have to go out alone? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
already mentioned that the number employed at 
each station would be four-one manager, one 
line repairer, and two lahourers. The stations 
would be fifty or sixty miles apart, and the line 
repairer would be accompanied by a labourer. 
Two men would go out together to effect repairs, 
so that one would cover the other in case of 
hostility on the part of the natives. 

Mr. NORTON said if that was so they must 
have rather a lively time of it. If the line hap
pened to be broken on each side of the station 
two of the men would have to wait at the statiotl 
until the repairer and his mate got back from one 
side. If the stations were sixty miles apart also 
they would have to camp half-way, as they could 
not cover the sixty miles in the one day in a 
country like that, especially in wet weather. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
such a contingency as the hon. member referred 
to-the breaking of the line on each side of the 
station simultaneously-was not likely to occur. 
At any rate the present staff of four men at 
each station was considered sufficient. 

Question put and passed. 

CONVEYANCE OF MAILS AND CONTINGENCIES. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
the sum of £222,929 be voted for the conveyance 
of mails and contingencies. As hon. gentlemen 
would observe, the vote showed an increase of 
£10,279 on the appropriation for last year, and 
the necessity for that additional appropriation he 
would explain. The appropriation for the mail 
service via Torres Straits remained unaltered, of 
course. Then the vote for the conveyance of mail~ 
coastwise amounted to £18,000, and that was 
represented by the subsidy for carrying the mails 
from Brisbane to Cooktown, £9,500; from Cook
town to Normanton and Burketown, £5,500; 
lVIaryborough and Keppel Bay, £1,750; Glad
stone and Keppel Bay, £450; Port Douglas 
and Daintree, £80 ; and Cairns and Edithvale, 
£50. There was no increase in the item, but he 
merely explained the amounts of which the vote 
of £18,000 was comprised. For the conveyanc~ 
of mails via Melbourne and San Francisco, there 
was an additional £1,000 asked for-£16,000 for 
the present year in lieu of £15,000 for last year, on 
account of the increased service; approximately, 

£6,500 was paid to the P. and 0. "Company, 
£7,500 to the Orient, and about £2,000 to the San 
Francisco line annually. Then there was a new 
vote of £3,000 allowance to officers in lieu of 
commission on sale of stamps and fees on private 
bags. It was deemed advisable that the officers 
receiving those fees should, in common with 
other Government officers, pay into the consoli
dated revenue all fees given to them in the shape 
of those additional emoluments, and in lieu of 
that allowance an addition was made in the 
salaries, so that, although the additional amount 
appeared on the Estimates, it was recouped to 
the Treasury in another form. In the vote for 
''repairs to buildings, furniture and fittings," 
an increase of £500 was asked, and a similar 
increase for "mail-bags, uniforms, forage, and 
incidentals," and the amount for advertising was 
not altered. An increase of £1,000 was asked for 
"instruments, batteries, forage and incidentals," 
an increase of £1,000 for the "maintenance and 
repairs of lines," £400for "fuel, light, and water," 
and an increase in " forage allowances generally" 
of £840. The amount voted last year for forage 
allowances was a considerable increase on the 
vote for the previous year, in consequence of the 
stltte of the country; and although an increase in 
forage allowances was absolutely necessary for 
the present year in consequence of increased ser
vice, no doubt the amount asked for would be 
sufficient. An increase of £384 was asked for 
"labourers for protection of stations," and 
:tn increase of £1,655 was asked for allow
ances to cover the extra. cost of provisions fur 
officers on Northern and Western lines. Those 
items represented the increases in the vote to the 
extent, as he had sttid, of £10,279. 

Mr. NOR TON said the sum put down for the 
conveyance of inland mails was the same as that 
voted last year. He understood it would not 
cover any additional services that might be corn· 
menced, and if so, how would the extra expendi
ture be provided? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was 
informed that additional services were inaugu
rated last year, and that the estimate for last 
year was sufficient to cover them. There were 
no new services for the present year, and, as the 
appropriation for last year was sufficient, a 
similar appropriation was considered sufficient 
for the current year. 

Mr. NORTON said there were new services 
in most years, but the question he asked was, 
where new services had to be provided for, 
how the money was provided ; would the 
£68,000 for "inland mails" be found sufficient 
for everything? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said an
other reason why the amount voted had been 
found sufficient was that the length of coach 
services was being continually reduced by the 
extension of their rail ways, and, on tlmt account, 
the amount voted would, he believed, be suffi
cient to cover any new services. 

Mr. NORTON said that was explicit enough. 
In respect of the allowance to officers in lieu of 
commission on sale of stamps, he believed that 
under the old system officers requiring stamps 
sent in the money to the Stamp Office and the 
stamps were sent to them, and they received an 
allowance of 10 per cent. on the sale of them. 
He supposed the stamps would now be supplied 
to the different stations, and he wanted to know 
what guarantee would be required from the 
postmasters ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
former plan was that postmasters were allowed 
10 per cent. on the sale of stamps ; now the 
stamps were SU!>plied to them and the receipts 
were paid into the consolidated revenue. The 
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Postmaster-Generals Department had a separate 
policy for the fidelity of its officers-entirgJy 
apart from the genPral Civil Service policy which 
was held by the Treasury-which covered that 
and other financial risks. 

Mr. ADAMS asked what the postmaster at 
Cania received for his services ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: £6 per 
annum. 

Mr. ADAMS said that was not enough to 
pay house-rent for a box to keep the letters dry. 

The PREMIER : He can resign, and some
body else will take it. 

Mr. ADAMS said there were other patriotic 
men in the colony as well as the Premier, and he 
had no doubt the gentleman who held the office 
would do the work without remuneration for the 
purpose of serving his neighbours. Many per
sons would do that rather than see peo]Jie walk 
miles and miles for their letters. But if they 
were to be remunerated for their services they 
should get sufficient remuneration. He hoped 
that before next year the Postmaster-General 
would see fit to remunerate the man, at any 
rate, sufficiently to keep a house over his head, 
if he did not remunerate him for the services he 
rendered. 

Mr. NORTON said he happened to know 
something about the Cania post office. Cania 
was not a very large place, but the gentleman 
who undertook the work and received £6 a year 
for it had carried it out for nothing for six years. 
That showed he had some public feeling, and £6 
was certainly not as much as he deserved to get. 

Mr. CHUBB said he was reminded of a dis
cussion which took place last year in the House 
of Commons, when an Irish member asked the 
Government when a certain school teacher was 
going to be promoted, and added that the Gov· 
ernment would have to consider the matter very 
seriously. He (Mr. Chubb) wished to know how 
it was that the mails brought by the A.S.N. 
boats were almost inYariably ten hours behind 
the other steamers. There was an instance that 
evening. There had been an accident to the 
A.S.N .. boat, and the Q.S.S. steamer brought 
the ma~ls. But for that they would have arrived 
ten hours later. Of course, it was often impor
tant to be able to answer letters by the return 
!"ail, and when they came by the fast steamers 
It gave correspondents ten hours more to attend 
to their business. 

The PREMIER said he supposed the oppo
sition steamer tried to beat the mail steamer. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
in these days of ocean racing, perhaps the 
A.S.N. Company did not choose to push their 
boats ahead of others. They delivered their 
mails at the time agreed upon with the depart
ment. 

Jliir. CHUBB : \Vhat was the specified time 
for the mails from Cooktown b Brisbane? 

The _COLONIA~ TREASURER said they 
were timed to arnve on Thursday evening, for 
delivery on Friday morning. 

Mr. MACFARLANE asked when the con
tract for the present Torres Straits mail serYice 
terminated ? 

The COLONIAL THEASUREH : On the 
lOth February, 1889. 

M:r. NELSON said there was £7,000 down for 
country post offices and receiving offices. He 
did not wish to raise again the discussion which 
they had had last night, but he believed there 
was also a large amount of loan money paid for 
post offices-for country offices built of weather
board. For instance, there was £592 from loan for 
a post and telegraph office at Dumb, in his own 

electorate. He was referring to the report of the 
Acting Colonial Architect circulated a short time 
ago. Then there was Hughenden, £432; Jundah, 
£1,066--

The PREMIER : Out of loan ? 
Mr. NELSON: Yes; all out of loan. Mary

borough, additions and repairs, £552; Ravens
wood, £1,111 ; Redcliff, £450 ; St. George, 
£1,225 ; Springsure, additions, £104 ; Tambo, 
additions, £1.~0. That seemed a very consider
able amount of loan money to be spent upon 
country post offices. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
£7,000 to which the hon. member referred was 
not for buildings but for salaries. There was no 
provision made for buildings in the present Esti
mates. All buildings were provided for by the 
Works Department. 

Mr. FERGUSON said he wished to call the 
attention of the Government to the state of the 
Rockhampton post office, the accommodation in 
which was so inadequate that the postmaster 
found it impossible to carry out his duties satis
factorily either to the department or to the 
public. Had any representation to that effect 
been made to the department by the postmaster 
at Rockhampton? 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER replied that 
frequent representations to that effect had been 
made. He was informed that Mr. Connolly had 
been instructed to proceed immediately to Rock
hampton to ascertain what was best to be done, 
and he was told that the Postmaster-General, 
immediately after the close of the session, 
intended to go there and see that adequate accom
modation was provided. 

Mr. FERGUSON said the reply was almost 
the same as the one he got two years ago. At 
that time instructions were given to the Colonial 
Architect, Mr. Clark, to prepare plans for 
certain additions to the post office at Rock
hampton. The plans were duly prepared, and 
tenders were called for. Afterwards it was 
reported to the Government that to make the 
proposed "'Iterations would be a waste of money. 
Th"'t report was adopted by the Government, 
and fresh plans for an entirely new post office 
were prepared. To his own knowledge those plans 
had been ready in the office for twelve months, 
and no notice whatever had been taken of them 
from that time to the present. Now, he was 
informed that the Colonial Architect was 
instructed to look into the matter. The post 
office at Rockhampton was built in the early 
days, and was not at all suitable for the require
ments of the place now. He hoped the Gov
ernment would at once take in hand either a 
new building or the erection of additional accom
modation. The excuse made last year was that 
there was no money voted for the purpose. But 
there was a sum of £100,000 on the Loan 
Estimates for 1884 for buildings generally. 
A portion of that might be appropriated for the 
Hockhampton post office. He hoped no further 
excuse would be made as far as money was con
cerned. The money was voted, and the building 
was much required. 

Mr. DONALDSON asked when it was in
tended to construct the telegraph line from 
Charleville to Adavale? 

The COLONIAL TREASUllER replied that 
that would depend upon the construction of the 
rail way beyond Charleville. Until that q ues
tinn, which was now under consideration, was 
determined, he could hold out no promise on he
half of the Government. 

Mr. DONALDSON said that a sum of £10,000 
was placed on the Loan E>itimates of 1884 for 
the construction of a telegraph line to Adavale, 
and £60,000 for the comtruction of the railway 
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beyond Charleville. It was evident that the 
Government had not the slightest intention 
to carry the railway west of Charleville, 
but he trusted that that would not prevent 
them from continuing the telegraph line to 
Adavale. The survey had been promised by the 
Minister for \V orb over and over again, and 
now that hon. gentleman had informed him that 
he had no intention to proceed with the survey 
west of Charleville. If that was the case, it 
would be very unjust to the people of Adavale, 
who, upwards of two years ago, subscribed a 
sufficient sum to guarantee the working expenses 
of the line. He would ask further whether it 
was a fact that the whole of the money available 
for the construction of telegraphs out of the Loan 
l<'und had actually been spent ? 

The PREMIER said everyone would agree 
that it was not desirable to make two lines of 
telegraph to Adavale. It was quite certain that 
when the railway line was extended beyond 
Charleville there must be a telegraph line along
side of it. That had been really the cause of the 
delay. Themoneyforthe work was available. He 
did not know when the rail way would be proceeded 
with beyond Charleville; but whether it was or 
not there was no reason, as far as he conld see, 
why Adavale should not have its telegraph line. 

Mr. DON ALDSON said he would ask the 
Minister for Works when it was intended to 
proceed with the survey, so as to allow the tele
graph line to be proceeded with? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
action of the hon. member for W arrego had done 
more to retard the extension of the line westward 
than anything else he could think of. 'l'he hon. 
member had harped about the rates until the 
Government had been forced to reduce them, 
and they had reduced them so low that the line 
was not paying. It was a question for the 
Government seriously to consider whether the 
line should be carried any further westward at 
present. They were now carrying wool from the 
interior-300 miles-at £5 a ton. 

Mr. DONALDSON: What has that to do 
with the question before the Committee ? 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS : Sit down ! 
Mr. DONALDSON : I rise to a point of 

order, Mr. Chairman. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Sit down! 
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has 

a perfect right to rise to a point of order. 
Mr. DONALDSON: The point of order was: 

Was the hon. gentleman discussing the question 
before the Committee? 

The PREMIER : Of course he is. 
Mr. DONALDSON: Nothing of the kind. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said thehon. 

member had been badgering him for information, 
and when he was told the truth he objected to it. 

Mr. DONALDSON said he was much obliged 
to the hon. gentlem:>n for his courtesy in the way 
he addressed him. As for his (Mr. Donald
son's) action regarding the construction of 
the telegraph line, the hon. gentleman knew 
perfectly well that that statement was untrue. 
He had, from time to time, asked the hon. the 
Minister for Works when he would have the 
survey made in order that the telegraph line 
might be constructed. In fact, it was he who 
suggested, in order that the country should not 
be put to unnecessary expense, that the telegraph 
line should be constructed along the railway line. 
He made that suggestion nearly two years ago, 
and the hon. gentleman had not given him an 
answer now. He therefore asked him again, was 
it his intention to survey that line? 

Mr. GRIMES rose to a point of order. He 
would like to know whether they were dis
cussing the survey of a railway line or the 
telegraph vote? 

Mr. DONALDSON said he was quite in 
order. He was discussing the construction of 
the telegraph line, and, as the hon. the Premier 
had pointed out, it was necessary that the 
telegraph line and the rail way line should ruli 
together. He quite concurred in that, and he 
asked the hon. the Minister for 'vVorks if it was 
his intention to make a temporary survey-not a 
permanent survey-in order that the telegraph 
line might be constructed along it. The hon. 
gentleman had not replied to that question. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was 
quite prepared to answer the question. It was 
not usual to survey a railway line for the pur
pose of constructing a telegraph line beyond the 
terminus of the railway. If the Telegraph Depart
ment wished to construct a telegraph line, they 
must survey it themselves. It was not the duty 
of the Railway Department to survey lines for 
the erection of telegraphs. He had repeatedly 
refused the Postmaster-General to survey tele
graph lines at the cost of the Railway Depart
ment. 

Mr. DONALDSON said he believed that 
already an attempt had been made to run a 
flying survey some distance beyond Charleville, 
but in consequence of the drought the surveyor 
had to be withdrawn. The Minister for Works 
had said since the drought had broken up 
that he would send him out there again, in 
order to ascertain exactly the route the rail
way would take. If the hon. gentleman 
fulfilled his promise it would be quite possible 
for the Telegraph Department to erect the 
telegraph line along the rail way survey. He 
(Mr. Donaldson) had been assured by the Post
master-General that if the survey was made he 
would run the telegraph line there ; and he 
would now ask once more, was it the intention of 
the Minister for Works to survey that line or 
not? If he did not intend to survey the line why 
not say so? 

Mr. NORTON said he thought that as the 
Minister for Works was in a good humour he 
ought to answer a civil question civilly. The 
Premier had led the hon. memberfor Warregoto 
understand that the survey of the railway line 
and the telegraph line ought to go on together. 
He (Mr. Norton) assumed from that that the 
survey of the telegraph line would not be made 
until the railway survey was made; and what 
the hon. member for Warrego wanted to know 
was whether the Minister for W arks would pro
ceed with the survey of the railway-not with 
the intention of carrying out the railway, but 
merely in order that the telegraph line might be 
extended along the route to be used for the 
railway. 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS said he 
knew perfectly well what the hon. member for 
'vVarrego wanted to know, but he did not think 
that the Railway Department ought to be called 
upon to make surveys for the construction of 
telegraph lines until such times as the Railway 
Department required the erection of a telegraph 
line for the convenience of that department. 
The Hail way Department should not be called 
upon to make surveys for the purpose of a tele
graph line where a railway might never go. 
It w:>s quite possible that the survey would 
be resumed. The reason the survevor was 
taken off was because during· the time of the 
drought there was neither water nor grass to 
be had in that district. If it had not been 
for the drought possibly the survey would 
b.e proceeding now; but the action of the hem. 
member for W arrego had made it very doubtful 
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whether it was wise to extend the line beyond 
Charleville. That was a matter for the Govern
ment seriously to consider. There was a consider
able length of line still to be constructed, and 
he presumed that the Government would con
sider the matter, and if they came to the conclu
sion that the line should be extended beyond 
Charleville, as a matter of course the survey 
would be made. What he wanted to impress 
upon the hon. member for W arrego was that it 
was not the duty of the Railway Department to 
survey telegraph lines. 

Mr. DONALDSON said the hon. member had 
twice charged him with having retarded the pro
gress of that line, probably with the intention of 
damagin~ him (Mr. Donaldson) in the eyes of 
his constituents. 

Mr. NORTON: You are made the respon
sible minister. 

Mr. DONALDSON said the hon. the Minister 
for Works had made him responsible for the 
st0ppage of that line, according to his assertion. 
He could only give the statement a flat denial; 
he was not going to argue in the same way as the 
hon. gentleman had done just now ; he would 
merely contradict the statement. With regard 
to the answer the hon. gentleman had just given, 
he did not think it was necessary that the 
construction of the telegraph line should be 
kept back until the railway survey was 
made, because the Minister for Works had 
plainly intimated that there was no desire 
to go on with that work. The hon. gentleman 
had further stated that it was not the duty oft he 
Railway Department to survey lines for tele
graphs. Such being the case, and there being no 
intention to go on with the railway line, was it 
the intention of the Government to take the 
telegraph line in another direction, or direct to 
Adavale? 

The PREMIER said he did not think that the 
telegraph line should be taken direct to Adavale; 
it would simply be a waste of money. What 
was the distance ? 

Mr. DONALDSON: About 120 miles. 
The PREMIER said he thought it was more 

than that. At any rate, it was considerably out 
of the direction that the railway would run ; it 
was north of west, an? the line would go south 
of west from Charlev1lle. It was certainly not 
desirable to have two lines of telegraph. He did 
not think it was likely there would be much 
delay in making the survey. 

Mr. DONALDSON said his desire was to try 
and save the 9onntry from unnecessary expense, 
and in order to do so he had suggested to the 
department, nearly two years ago, that it would 
be desirable to run the telegraph line along the 
railway line, and he believed that advantage had 
been taken of that suggestion, At that time the 
survey was going on, but the drought compelled 
the surveyor to give it up. He had every reason 
to believe that the line to Adavale wot1ld be a 
very paying one. The people there had shown 
their confidence in the line by expressing their 
willingness to deposit the sum asked for by the 
Postal Department. He had no hesitation in 
saying that every possible obstacle had been 
thrown in his way of getting that line constructed 
because the Minister for W arks would not mn,ke 
the survey, -and the Postmaster-General would 
not go on with the work until the survey was 
made. The two departments would not work 
together ; that had been the whole cause of the 
delay. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it 
would be unjnst and unwise for the Railway 
Department to be saddled with the cost of 
surveying a telegraph line to Adavale, seeing 
that if the railway line was _extended out west 

it would never go to Adavale. There was a vote 
for the construction of telegraph lines, and the 
Postmaster-General might survey the line him
self. 

Mr. DONALDSON : The'Postmaster-General 
says there is no necessity to have two surveys. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was 
extremely jealous of the funds of the Railway 
Department being used for any other purpose' 
than thn,t intended by Parliament when voting 
the money. The hon. member for W arrego was 
unreasonable, but he hoped the hon. member 
would not expect him to survey the remainder of 
the line from Charleville to Adavale, because the 
railway would not go to Adavale if it were 
extended west. 

Mr. DON ALDSON said he never asked that 
the hon. gentleman should make a survey to 
Adavale. He merely asked when it was in
tended to survey the line of railway f0r which 
money had already been voted on the Loan Esti
mates. He did not want the Railway Depart
ment to be put to any unnecessary expense. 

Mr. BLACK said it was the first time the 
vote of £3,000 for "allowance to officers in lien 
of commission on sale of stamps, and fees on 
private bags," appeared on the Estimates. On 
what principle was the money to be distributed 
among the different officers? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said it had 
been the custom hitherto for officers to purchase 
a certain quantity of stamps for sale, and get 
discount at the rate of l 0 per cent. They had 
also received fees on private bags. But the Gov
ernment had discountenanced the practice of 
emoluments being received by officers in addition 
to their salaries, and had placed thE' sum of £3,000 
on the Estimates to be paid to those officers in pro
portion to the amount of emoluments received 
before. 

Mr. BLACK said the £3,000wonld be left to the 
patronage of the department. The Committee 
had always protested against adJitions to salaries 
over which they had no control, and it would be 
far better to give Civil servants salaries oufficient 
for the duties they had to perform, and give 
them no extras at all. There was no saving to 
the country in the change, and the vote was a 
most unsatisfactory one. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
more information hon. gentlemen received the 
less they appeared to be satisfied. Had the vote 
been put on the Estimates in the form at 
first intended by the department, very likely 
it would not have received the attention 
which it had obtained, because it would have 
been included in the vote for country post offices 
and receiving offices, which would have been 
increased thereby to £10,000. It wa.s considered 
better, however, to show how the increase was 
occasioned, and the expenditure would he on the 
basis he had mentioned before. The hon. 
gentleman might as well say that the sum of 
£7,000 for country post offices was in the patronage 
of the Postmaster-General. The £3,000 would 
be paid along with the £7,000 for country post 
offices and receiving offices; but next year it 
would perhaps appear in a different form. 

Mr. BLACK asked whether the emoluments 
received by each officer would appear next year 
in the schedule to the Estimates? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said they 
appeared in the schedule at the J?resent time. 

Mr. BLACK said the vote for repairs to build
ings, furniture, and fittings, was increased from 
£3,500 to £4,000. He did not suppose that was 
too much, but as the Minister for W arks ap
peared to be in a good humour, he would refer 
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the Treasurer to a promise made by the Minister 
for \Vorks at Mackay during the recess. The 
new post and telegraph office wtts brought under 
his notice, ttnd it was pointed out that it was 
incomplete without a clock. The hem. gentleman 
admitted the modesty of the request; he said it 
was a small matter, that there would he no 
difficulty in obtaining it, and that on arriving in 
Brisbane he would consult his colleagues. He 
would now ask the Colonial Treasurer whether 
steps httd been taken to instruct the .Yiinister for 
\Vorks to go on with the matter ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
hon. member was not quite correct in his state
ment. He had been very careful in any 
promises he made. The matter referred to was 
brought under his notice, and he did say he 
thought it was a small thing, and that he would 
represent the wishes of the people in the proper 
quarter, and that was to the Postmaster-General. 
He had done that, and in doing so had fulfilled 
his promise. It was not his fault if the clock 
httd not been provided ; he did not promise to 
provide it. 

Mr. BLACK said the remarks of the hon. 
gentleman bore out what he had stated. He 
Now asked the Colonial Treasurer whether any 
steps hnd been taken to provide the clock? 

The COLONIAL TllEASURER said he 
understood the matter was before the Post
master-General, aml that he was fayourable to 
granting the clock, providing the expense WitS 
not of n heavy chamcter. In th<3 meitntime the 
department was making inquiries as to cost. 

Tho MINIS'Tl~R FOR WOHKS: I hope the 
hon. member for l'r1itckay will be satisfied now 
that I have done my duty. 

Mr. BLACK : I am satisfied that the hon. 
gentleman al witys does his duty to the best of 
his ability. 

Question put and passed. 

ME1'EOROLOGICAL OBSERVATION. 

The PREMIER said he would move the next 
item, that the sum of £713 be granted for 
JYieteorological Observation. That was it new 
vote altogether, and he moved it because he had 
taken a very great denl of interest in the matter. 
Up to the present time there had been voted 
nnnually a sum of £250 for the Meteorological 
Observer in Brisbane, and last yenr a sum of £500 
was voted for the purchnse of instruments. 
Pmctically, the present meteorological service 
was useless. From the report laid on the 
table, mnde by Mr. \Vmgge, it was clenr that 
the returns with regard to the minfall of the 
colony were perfectly vnlueless. He (the Pre
mier) thought it WitS extremely foolish economy 
not to make proper provision to obtain reliable 
inforn1ation respecting the nntural conditions of 
the country. Queensland was favoumbly situated, 
not only for ascertaining the rainfall and climatic 
conditions of isolitted places, but nlw for dmwing 
geneml deductions from a comparison of the 
observntions at different points in the colony 
with those made at other parts of the Australiitn 
continent. He believed himself that most valu
able informrttion might be deduced, if they had a 
competent man Citpable of genemlising from the 
llifferentobBervations. For instance, a great many 
people hnd noticed the frequent coincidence of a 
particular kind of weather prevailing in Sydney 
and n particubr kind of weitther prevailing in 
l3risbane. Of course, that coincidence arose fro1n 
general canReR, anrl if they had a nmn in charge of 
the lYieteorologicitl Ile]<m-tnwut Citpable of dmw
inx deductions from the observations, he believed 
they would get most Vithmble information. He 
lwped the Committee would not grndgc the smitll 
expenditure which it was propo:;ed to incur for 

that purpose. It was proposed to itppoint as 
meteorologicitl observer a thoroughly competent 
scientific man, who would devote his whole time 
to the subject at a salary of £400 a yeitr. 

Mr. NOR TON: Have you anyone in view? 

The PREMIER : Yes ; he believed they 
could get two or three very competent men, 
each of whom would be willing to give his 
services for that itmount. An assistnnt would 
tt!so be appointed nt a sitlary of £1fi0 rer 
annum, and £300 was asked for the purchnse 
of instruments. He believed thnt would be 
sufficient for the present year, bnt he thought 
that even if it were necessary to incur an ex
penditure of £1,000 or £2,000 it would be money 
well spent. No new arrangements hitd been 
made. up to the present time, because it was 
thoug·ht thnt in a new depitrtnre such as that 
they should get the Sitnction of Parliament before 
n1aking any definite arrange1nent. 

Mr. NORTON said he supposed the head
quarters of the meteorological observer would 
be in Brisbane? 

The PHEMIER : Yes. 
Mr. NOHTON : And that the present nrrangc

ment would be abolished? 
The PRBMII~R: Yes. 

Mr. NORTON sttid the sum of £;i00 httd been 
voted litst year for the purclmse of instruments. 
Those of course still belonged to the department? 

The PHEMIER : Yes. 
Mr. NOUTON s~id it was very ummtisfitctory 

tu find that, itfter toll these yeitrs, the minfall wtts 
incorrect. They hnd had a number of gentlemen 
devoting days and nights to making up those 
tables to show the rninfall, not only how much 
had fallen, but whnt they should get each month 
in future, provided everything went right. If 
those tables were all wrong, it explained why 
they had not got the right quantities ; some 
months they hnd got more min than they ought 
to have got, and in other months too little. He 
did not think the gentlemen who made the calcu
lations from the data given to them should be 
blamed; it was rather hard thnt their reputation 
rts weather prophets should be dttmnged when 
the information supplied to them was inaccurate. 
He had heard" great many complaints respecting 
that department, but he had always been quite 
willing to make allowances for exaggeration. 
However, he believed there WitS a good den! of 
ground for complaint. :For his own pnrt he 
would have no objection to the proposed vote if 
it would bring about more satisfactory results, 
because, as lmd been pointed out, the money 
spent hitherto had been wasted-all they hitd 
got for it 'vas their rneteorological instru1nents. 

The PilEMIER said he thought it right to say, 
in justice to the officer conducting the work at 
the present time, thitt he had done all he could, 
but the erection of the meteorological instru
nlents in country places was never supervised, 
nnd they were placed in such positions that they 
were not calculated to give correct records as to 
the minfall or anything else, except, perlups, 
heitt. The barometers, he believed, had never 
been adjusted. So far as the relations of the 
Meteorologicctl Observer to the country districts 
was concerned, he was practically only a con1-
putcr. There was no doubt that the thinx 
ought to be thoroughly organised, so thn,t they 
could get such reliable information as would give 
them a general idea of the cliumtic conditions of 
the colony. 

l\lr. KOUTON sitid he believed thitt the 
gentlenH-Lll in charge (Jf that work bitherto h:vl 
clone itll that could be done by him, ttncl he had 



Supp(y. [18 NovEMBER.] Supply. 1789 

been told that in some cases he had been spend
ing hi-:; own n1oney in order to get 1nore inforrna
tion than he could otherwise have obtained. 

Question put and passed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The COLO~IAL TRK~SURER moved that 
the sum of £125 be granted for miscellaneous 
expenses, and said that that rtmount was the 
salary of the Meterological Observer for six 
months. 

Mr. NORTON asked if there was any objec
tion to mention the name of the gentleman to 
whom the appointment of meteorologist was to 
be offered? 
. The PREMIER said it was vroposed to offer 
It to Mr. "\Vragge, who was a very distinguished 
meteorologist. He had already visited a great 
many stations in the colony, and h>td given a 
report on them. 

Question put and passed. 

A UDI1'0R-G ENERAL'S DEPART}!ENT. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
there be gmnted the sum of £G 19.3 to defray 
the expenses of the Auditor-Gm:eral's Depart
men~. That showed an increase of £fi50 upon the 
req_mrcments of last year-namely, an additimml 
aHs1stant exmniner, £250 ; incidenta,l expenses, 
£50 ; and tra-velling expenses, £250. "\Vhen the 
extent of the territory of the colony was remem
bered, and the very minute investigations made 
hy the Audit Office of all transactions connected 
with the Government departments and local 
authorities, they must be well satisfied at the 
economy displayed a.nd the efficirncy of the 
department, which was well worthy of the 
highest commendation. 

1\I_r. NORT_ON said he would suggest that if 
possible the mformation should be furnished a 
little c'arlier. The Auditor-General's report 
should be circulated as early as possible. -

The COLONL~L TREASURER said that 
was an object which the Governm6nt were 
sincerely desirous of attaining. Correspondence 
which had been placed on the table of the 
House would show that the matter had been 
very carefully considered. He trusted that cor
respondence would bear some fruit, and that 
next session the Audit Act would be so amended 
th~tt immediately after the termination of the 
financial year the Auditor-General's report 
would be issued. He was quite aware that at 
present a long time elapsed before the report was 
in the hands of hon. members, and that many of 
the facts recorded in it httd lost their interest. 
'l'he Premier and himself had considered the 
matter in various lights, and he trusted thttt 
some alteration would be made next session by 
which the report would be in the hands of hon. 
members during the current ordinary year. 

Question put and passed. 

PACIFIC ISIJAND IIHl\liGRATION. 

The PREMIER moved that there be g-ranted 
out of the Special Funds the sum of £14,875, for 
Pacific hland Immigration. Up to the ]Jresent 
tilne the I1nn1igration Agent, who waR the nominal 
head of the dep,utment, had been paid ,£100 out 
of the fund. It was thought desirable to take 
the matter out of his hands and make a depart
ment practically apart from the Immigration 
Agent-the officer in charge to communicate 
directly with the Colonial Secretary's Department. 
Out of the £100 so taken it was proposed to give 
half t? the o!ficer in charge of the department, 
and give an mcrease of £25 to the senior clerk. 
In respect to the inspectors some changes had 
been made, not, however, resulting in any actual 

increase to the department. ,The inspector at 
Beenleigh was still to receive £300, so was 
the inspector at Bundaberg, with an assistant 
at £250. At Ingham, the police magistrate 
formerly acted as inspector at a salary of £100. 
That was undesirable, as the only other justices 
available in the district were employers of 
Polynesians. The work to be done was more 
than one officer could overtake, and it was 
thought best to appoint an inspector at the 
salary of £300, leaving the police magis
trate to do his own duties. Hon. members 
would recollect that the salary of the police 
magistrate had been increased from £300 to £450. 
The assistant inspector at Geraldton remained as 
he was. The vacancy caused by the transfer 
of the assistant inspector from Mackay was filled 
by the transfer of the assistant from Townsville 
at a salary of £2n0, or £50 a year more than he 
was getting at Townsville. He resigned, and 
another was appointed in his place at that 
salary. At Maryborongh no change was made. 
At Townsville one inspector only was proposed, 
a;; there was no necessity for two. The amount 
for supernumerary agents had been reduced by 
one-half, which would be probably sufficient, as 
the number of ships was rather less than it had 
been. The allowance for contingencies was the 
same as before, except at Townsville, Geraldton, 
and Ingham. In respect to the hospitals for 
Pacific Islanders, there was no change in the 
salaries. Fifty pounds had been pnt down for 
forage allowance for the surgeon at Geraldton, 
who had no allowance last y<>::tr. The amount 
for the maintenance of the hospitals had been 
increased from £3,000 to £5,000-nnfortnnately 
not more than was required for the four hos
pitals. If hon. members desired any further 
information as to the expenditure of the depart
ment, he would be very glad to give it. 

1\Ir. BLACK said he would ask the Chief 
Secretary if the inspectors were also general 
inunigration agents? 

The PREMIER said that the inspectors at 
Bundaberg, JI!Iackay, Maryborough, and Towns
ville, were also immigration agents. 

Mr. BLACK said he would point out that it 
was hardly just to charge the whole of their 
salaries to the Pacific Islanders' Fund. The 
duties they had to perform in connection with 
Euro1 )ean in1n1igration were considerable, and [!,''£ 

the Pacific Islanrlers' Fund was a contribution 
from those employing labour, it was only just 
that a proportion of the expense of those officers 
should be defrayed by the European Immigra
tion Department. He did not know whether the 
Premier viewed it in that light ; but as a matter 
of equity a certain proportion of the salaries of 
tho£e officers should be charged against the 
general revenue. 

The PREMIER said the matter had been 
unrler the consideration of the Government, and 
he was at first disposed to think there was a 
great deal in it. But, practically, all the work 
done by those officers was in connection with 
Pacific Islanders, with the exception of the 
incmigration agent at Townsville. When he 
said practically all, he meant a very large 
proportion, and the proportion of thA salary 
which cuuld be charged to the general immigra
tion vote would be very small. He did not 
think it would be more than £50 in any case, 
except perhaps at Townsville, The matter had 
been considered for some time, and it was thought 
better not to make any change during the present 
year. Next year he thought it would be better 
to divide the salaries between the Estimates-in
Chief and the vote before them. 

Mr. BLACK said, notwithstanding the de
crease in the number of islanders in the country, 
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the vcte was increaRing steadily, and he clicl not 
know how the hon. gentleman proposed to meet 
the increase. There was not the slightest doubt 
that greater economy would have to be exercised. 
The inspector at Ingham received £250. 

The PREMIER : £300. 

Mr. BLACK said he was receiving that now. 
The PREMIER : He was receiving that at 

Mackay. 
Mr. BLACK said he bad a very intimate 

knowledge of that gentleman's-he would not say 
ability but want of ability-and if he succeeded 
in ern broiling the planters on the Herbert with 
the Colonial Secretary like he had the planters 
at Mackay the hon. gentleman would be very 
sorry he had ever sent him there. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman was 
not quite just. The gentleman referred to had a 
great amount of zeal, and considerable ability, 
although his methods were not a! ways the most 
fortunate. He had had the pleasure-or rather 
the duty-of reading most of his reports, and 
although they were rather voluminous, he was 
nearly always right. He sometimes wished the 
reports were brief er; but he read them carefully, 
and on not more than one or two occasions 
did he differ from the action he had taken. 
\Vith respect to the increase referred to, it 
would be observed that it was under 
the heading of " Hospitals," and he hoped 
the expense would be reduced, as it had 
been a source of considerable anxiety. At 
Maryborough the expense had been very heavy 
in proportion to the number of islanders in the 
district, and correspondence had been going on 
for some time with the committee, as to how 
it could be reduced. The matter was almost 
entirely in the hands of the committee, who were 
left to make their own arrangements, as they 
were also at the J\;fackay and Geralclton hos
pitals. N otwithstancling the BOs. capitation fee, 
there would be a deficiency in each of the hos
pitals during the present year. It was antici
pated that there would be a deficiency at the 
Ingham Hospital of £660, and £150 at the 
Geralclton Hospital. He was not prepared 
to say what would be the deficiency of the other 
two ; but still the fund was in a better state than 
it was last year. On the 30th June last year the 
balance to the credit of the fund was £4,700, and 
on the same elate this year it was £6,365. On the 
30th September this year it had increased to 
£8,000; but that was an accidental fluctuation. 
He was happy to think that the fund was likely 
to last as long as the system was in force. 

Question put and passed. 

CHIEF INSPECTOR OF SHEEP. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B. B. 
Moreton) moved that £3,517 be voted for the 
Chief Inspector of Sheep - salaries and contin
gencies. There was a slight decrease in the total 
amount of the vote. There had been some 
changes. Three clerks, who had been paid out 
of the amount for clerical assistance, had been 
put on at annual salaries ; and there was a sum 
of £300 clown for quarantine buildings at Rock
hampton. £500 had been pnt down for those 
buildings bef0re, but £300 had lapsed, and was 
now put on again. 

Mr. NORTON said, with regard to the in
spectors of brands and country inspectors, he 
presumed the system had been followed out of 
appointing the police officers, as far as possible? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
principle was to appoint the police officers when
ever it was possible to do so. No new appoint
ments had been made up to the present time, 
except the police officers ill the district. 

Mr. NORTON asked if the hon. gentleman 
could tell them how many inspectors there were 
who were not police officers? 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said there 
was Mr. Gray, at Hughenden; Mr. Ross, at 
Rockhampton; Mr. Middleton, at Springsure; 
Mr. Gaclsclen, at Toowoomba ; Mr. Megles, at 
Texas; Mr. Roe buck, at Maryborough; Mr. 
McAuley, at St. George; Mr. Brooke, at Bowen; 
and Mr. Friend, at Gladstone. The rest were 
police officers. 

Mr. NORTON said he would like to know 
if those aentlemen went round their districts 
every ye:r? He heard some time ago-he did 
not know whether it was the present one or not
that one inspector had never been round the ~is
trict. That was why he had asked the questwn. 

'l'he COLONIAL SECI'mTARY said he 
understood that the inspectors sent in monthly 
reports, showing that they had gone through 
some parts of the district during the month. 
They were sHpposecl to visit the districts as often 
as they possibly could. \Vhether they. went 
through their districts once a year he drd not 
know. 

Mr. NORTON said he was inclined to think 
that the portions of the districts which some of 
the inspectors visited were the portions near their 
residences, and that the rest of the work was 
clone by the police. If that was found to be the 
case, the sooner those gentlemen were allowed to 
resign and the police put in their place the better, 
because if they were paid a salary they ought to 
do the work. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
quite agreed with the hon. gentleman, and would 
take very good care that in future the reports 
were full and sent in regularly. 

Question put and passed. 

REGISTRAR Ol' BRANDS. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY moved that 
the bum of £4,17il be granted for the Registrar of 
Brands. His previous remarks with regard to 
the clerical work of the department would also 
apply here. Instead of the clerh being paid 
frmn a "clerical assiHtance" vote, they were now 
put clown at the proper salaries, they having been 
two years in the department. Altogether there 
was a slio·ht decrease in the vote, although there 
was an i~crease in the itmn "Printing directories 
and Gazette notices." That was becoming ~ 
heavy item but the sum put down was the esti
mate of th~ Government Printer as to what the 
work would actually cost. Of course, hon. mem
bers knew that there was a particular type 
required for that work, which cost a little more 
than ordinary type and had to be kept up. 

Question put and passed. 

POLICE SUPERANNUATION FUND. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
a sum not exceeding £4,989 3s. 4cl. be granted for 
the Police Superannuation Fund. Of course 
that was provided for by Act of Parliament, and 
had to be paid. 

Mr. KORTON said there was one matter he 
would like an explanation abont wit? regarL~ to 
the fund. During the year a pensiOner clrecl, 
and he would like to know whether in some cases 
the money paid to the widow exceeded the 
amount which the pensioner would have been 
entitled to up to the time of his death? He had 
been informed that in some cases an extra 
amount had been o-iven equal to the pension for 
the whole year, ,';otwithstancling that the pen
sioner died during the currency of the year. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 
sorry that at the present moment h~ '?ould not 
give the information. The Commrsswner for 
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Police was not present, but he would make in
quiries and give the information to-morrow, if 
that would suit the hrm. member. He had not 
quite understood the question. 

Mr. NORTON said that during the year a 
pensioner occasionally died, and in some cases 
the widow had only received the pension up to 
the time of her husband's death. while in other 
cases the full year's pension was paid, notwith
standing the fact that the man drawing the 
pension died in the course of the year. He would 
like to know if that were the case, because if so 
he did not see why any distinction should be 
drawn. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
would make full inquiries, and inform the hon. 
gentleman to-morrow. 

The COLONIAL THEASURER saiCl he 
might add that had any case of the kind men
tioned by the hon. member occurred. he thought 
he should have been made aware of it, because 
the Auditor-General would certainly object to it 
unless authority had been given by Executive 
minute. He, therefore, did not think that any 
such case coulrl have occurred. 

Mr. NORTON said he did not pretend to say 
that it had. He had been informed that such 
cases h,td occurred, and he thought that some 
mistake bad been made. 

Question put and passed. 

GOVEHNMENT SAVINGS BANK. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER moved th,tt 
a sum not exceeding £G,!l02 be gTanted to the 
Government Savings Dank. The estimate 
showed an increase of £li8 only upon the esti
mate for the preceding year, and, when it w:1s 
borne in mind that last year the deposits in the 
Savings Bank hnd increased to the extent of 
£127,000, he was sure it would be admitted the 
department was most economically managed. 
In fact, it must be economically managed, 
because it must be a self-supporting institution. 
Hon. gentlemen would see that the margin of 
profit had been considerably reduced on account 
of the lower rate of interest pttid by the banks 
on Government deposits. 

Mr. NORTON said he believed it was one 
of the most economical branches of the whole 
department, and the way in_ which the work was 
performed was a great credit to the colony. He 
'id that with a very great deal of pleasure, be

' ,,~;,se the officers connected with the Savings Bank 
,'' 1 \,,>artment deserved to get every commenda-

in connection with the way in which they 
carried out their work. He could speak of the 
universal civility and attention one met with in 
the office. He often went in there, and noticed 
that even if there was a crowd every person who 
went to the counter received exactly the same 
amount of attention-poor or rich, whoever he 
n1ight be. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLO:'-riAL TREA

SURER, the House resumed ; the CHAIH:\!AN 
reported progress, and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again to-1norrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIEH said: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 

move that this House do now adjourn. After 
private business to-morrow, we propose to deal 
with the amendments of the Legislative Council 
in the Liquor Bill, and then to proceed with the 
consideration of Supply. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twelve minutes past 

10 o'clock. 
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