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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wcdncsdny, 17 Novcm~cr, lSSG. 

Quost.ions.-Briti~h Companies Bill ~o. 2-thinl reading. 
-Formal ::\fotion.-SuplllY- resumption of emu~ 
rr~ittce.-Thc Xcw (!uinea.. l\'Iassaercs.~Snpply.
::.\Jc::;sagcs from the I~egh;lative Conncil-North Coal't 
Railway Extcu~ion-Liquor Bill- Trade Unions 
B1ll.-Adjournmcnt. 

'The SP.EAKER took the chl1ir at hl1lf-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUl~STIONS. 

Mr. PALMER l1sked the Minister for 
vVorks-

If he Will authorise a survry for a. railway to he m~uto, 
a.':l ,soon a~ Jn'actic:tlJlo, out of the snm of £UO,OOO on the 
J.oan t•;stnnate~ of 1S8·1 for the extension of survevs, 
from Xormanton to Etheri.Uge, by way of CroyUcn GOlcl 
:Field!! 

The MINISTER FOR WOllKS (Hon. W. 
l\Iiles) replied-

As soon as Lhe survey:'\ alrmLtly anthoth;cd are com
plet.ed anfl snrverors :-L\ aHable, the question ot' making 
the snrvny su~gcst\~(1 by t lle hon. member will receive 
the consiclcrrltion of the Government. 

Mr. Al'\NEAEaokcd the :Ministerfor vVorko
IIave any drl.ims hec~n nnulc hy any pCl'SOll injured in 

tlln railway :u:{•i<hmt which CH:cunTd to the S!H~(~ial 
train at \Volston 011 the 30th Oetohcr, <'Ollvf'_yiHg- the 
Seott.i~h P~iflcs to Ipswicll ~-anti if it is true that one 
of the volunteers nrtmed Robert John GamlJle has l)cen 
JH'I'111:tiiOlltly illjlll'Cd? 

'l'he .1\HNl:c\TEl~ FOie WOIU\}:) re['licd--
_\. elailll ha::; lJUL:U lliHdL: Oll l.Jel!alf 01' l~OiJel't J U}lH 

(;amlJh.:, but .Lam at pru::;cut nut iu a, position to say 
that Gam'blc Wa6 injurelt by the accident. 

Mr. SALKELD l1sked the Minister for 
Works-

1. What amount of the £160,000 voted on the 31st 
October, 1882, for a raihvay from Ipswich towards 
J1aTyborough, Ti(t Kilkivan, has been already exl)ended 
in constructing the two sections from Ipswich to Esl\:? 

2. VDwn will the survey from E::;k to N anango be 
completed? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied-
1. X one o! the £160,000 -voted on the 31st October, 

1882, has been spent on the twc sections from Ipswich 
to Ef:ik, as the moneys required for constructing those 
sections were specially voted by Parliament under the 
following heads, namely :-Southern and ·western Rail~ 
way to ~iount Esk, £105,000; Tirisbane Valley Branch 
Extension to :VIount fisk, £45,000. 

2. In about three months. 

BRITISH COMPANIES BILL No. 2. 

THIRD READING, 

On the motion of the COLONIAL THEA
SURJ:U~ (Hon. J. R. Dickson), this Bill was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legisll1ti ve Council for their 
approval, by message in the usm>l form. 

FORJ\IAL MOTION. 

The following formal motion was agreed to :

By the HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN, for Mr. 
Chubb-

Tli:tt there be laid on the table of the House, the 
rc110rts of :;_\lr. Jack and ::\Ir. IIester upon the boring 
operations at Coalfields, llowcn; with a. statcmc11t of 
the expenditure thcreon, and all other informatiou, if 
any, 

SUPPLY. 

REsmiPTION m' CoM~IrrTEE. 

The COLONIAL TREASUH,ER moved that 
the Speaker lel1ve the chair, and the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the \Vhole, 
further to consider the Supply to be granted to 
Her Majesty. 

THE NEW GUINEA :MASSACRES. 

Mr. PALMEH said: Mr. Speaker,-! take 
advantage of the motion before the House to 
c•tll attention to l1 matter which concerns the 
residents of the North particularly, and of the 
whole colony generally. I am sorry the Premier 
is not in his place, but as I see five members of 
the Government present I suppose they have 
sufficient power among•t them to tttke the 
question up, or at all events to ttnswer it. 
I wish to refer to the massttcres which 
are continually taking place in the islands 
adjacent to the northern pmt of the colony of 
Queensll1nd, and to suggest a remedy for them. 
It is quite time something was done to preveut 
these continual ttttacks upon our subjects, ttnd 
to remedy the l1pparent absolute helplessness of 
the Government to do anything to check them. 
\Ve see the people of Couktown, from which 
port most of the expeditions to those islands Bet 
out, continually in mourning for her citizens. 
These 1nen go out, carrying their lives in their 
hands, and lose both their lives and property. 
There appears to be no remedy for these griev
ances, and the thing happens agr1in and again, 
until it he~s become notorious thl1t the nl1me of 
"an Engli~:dnn:tn" ReCHIK to carry \vith it a 
liccuse to permit him to be tmnl1hctwke<l by l1ny 
Wt11Hlering- !-;ava,ge able to take advantage of hin1. 
\Ve know that other countrie~ ttl'C able to take 
care of their citizens, l1ncl whenever their sub
je.cts ml1y visit these islands the German and 
FrcHeh nations appear to be ,tlJlu tu J>roteet 
thelll, while if o11e of our citizens is <>ttacked 
no uotic<l i, taken of it. The fact of a ml1n
of~war going round the island is nothing 
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more than a burlesque upon the reprisals that 
should be taken upon those islanders. Notice is 
given to the islander" to clear out because their 
villages are to be shelled, but such a course of 
action only produces contempt amongst these 
people, and they never miss a chance to carr:v out 
their objects of plunder and murder. \Ye have 
only lately received news of an unwarranted 
attack upon Captain Craig, of the ketch 
"Emily," and the massacre of himself and his 
crew. That is only one of the instances that 
are occurring continually where our people are 
needlessly and ruthlessly murdered. Seeing that 
the Admiralty appear to be unable to proteqt us, 
I think that the Queensland Government should 
be enabled in some way to protect the citizens of 
Queensland. Bushmen in other parts of the 
colony know how to protect themseh·es, and are 
able to hold their own with the power they 
exercise and with the protection of the native 
police. I am quite certain that three or four 
detachments of native police landed on one of 
those islands would do more to prevent these 
continual massacres than any visit from a man-of
war. No one who knows the native trooper 
doubts his capacity for such work, and a detach· 
ment of them properly officered and equipped 
would soon strike terror into those savages. They 
could go wherever the savages went through the 
scrubs, and in fact the savages could not hide 
from the native .troopers. If we could get power 
to carry out an expedition of that sort I am quite 
sure we should soon see ::m end of many of these 
needless massacres. In the interests of those 
people who set out to carry on a lawful calling 
and open up commerce and trade the Gov
ernment should take this rruestion up, and not 
refer it, or rather defer it, to the Aclmiralty, with 
the result that nothing is done to prevent this 
state of affairs continuing. 

The COLONIAL Til.EASUHER said: Mr. 
Speaker,-This matter has been very fully con
sidered by my hon. colleague the Premier, and espe
cially with regard to the recent attacks made by 
the natives of some of the outlying islands upon 
people visiting those islands; and representations 
have been made by the Premier to the Admiralty 
upon the subject. I regret the hon. gentleman 
did not bring this matter forward when the 
Premier was in his place, inasmuch as he would 
have no doubt been able to give hon. members 
the exact terms of the communications made to 
the Admiralty on the subject, and possibly also 
the reply received. I am not, however, in a 
position to state at the present time th::tt any 
reply has been received. I do not think the 
Government could very well take up an offensive 
attitude in a district outside the jurisdiction of 
Queensland. I suppose the hon. member does 
not intend that we should assume an aggressive 
attitude to protect the adventurers and traders 
who go outside the territorial jurisdiction of 
the colony of Queensland. 'rhat is a matter 
that must be left to the Imperial authorities. 
Although our sympathies may go forth for the 
protection of those adventurers and traders, 
at the same time it opens up a broad question 
concerning our right to interfere outside the 
jurisdiction and territorial limits of Queens
land. I agree with the hon. member to this 
extent, that the Admiralty certainly seem very 
passive in this matter, and have hitherto not 
displayed that immediate attention to repre
sentations made to them which we all desire to 
see afforded. I c>1n assure hrm. members that it 
has not been from any want of representations 
on the part of the Ciovernment. No doubt, if 
the hon. member brings this matter forward at 
some other time, when the Premier is in his 
place, he will learn from him that the Government 
have done all that could be done; ancl I trust he 
will also learn from him th<1t the Admiralty are 

prepared to do something to protec~ British 
traders and others who at the present time seem 
to suffer from a want of protection in the 
islands adjacent to the coast of Australia. 

Mr. BLACK said: Mr. Speal<er,-I regret 
verv much that the Prewier is not in his place to 
givC the l{ouso smne explanation in connection 
with the whole of this i-i ew Guinea business. It 
appears to me to be in ": most lmstt!isfact<;ry 
position. This colony, m con]unctwn wtt!t 
others, has now for some two years been contn
buting a certai~ sum of money, on ~he ~.u;der
standin~ I believe, that the colomes Jumtly 
have so~e jurisdiction over ~ew Guinea. \Ve 
have sent a Commissioner there, the hon. 
John Douglas, a gentleman in whom e.very 
one has the fullest confidence, but so far as 
I can ascertain he has no power whatever. He 
appears to be a perfect figure-head down there, 
and to be unable to do anything. So far as 
events have proved, traders and others have 
been led to believe that while engaged in 
commercial pursuits they would have a certain 
amount of protection, but when they go there 
they find the Commissioner powerless to help 
them or to redress any attack made upon 
them: In connection with the outntge,; that 
have lately taken place, there has not been the least 
suspicion that any injustice had been dm~e to the 
natives by the trade"", and yet here we find that 
people who we might_ suppose have arigl~t to trade 
to New Guinea, winch h>ts to a certam extent 
become n portion of the British possessions, and 
is supposed to be especially n~bched to ~ueens
land, are openly attacked wtthout ~anng ::tny 
redress. J\Ien-of-war go down to the tslancls, and 
make a ridiculous exhibition, and fail to strike 
fear into any of the savages. The whole thing is 
a perfect farce, and yet I understand th_a~ the 
Horne Governn1ent have suggested an ad.drtronal 
contribution of £100,000 from the colonies, 
thou o-h I do not know whether that was suggested 
as a ~ingle or an nnnual coutribution. I holJO 
the hon. member for Burke will take another 
opportunity before the recess to bring this matter 
before the l'remier, in order that hon. members 
may know what steps the Government ctro really 
taking to lJrotoct the legitimate rights of our 
people, and not only of our people, but 
of the people of the other colonies as well. 
I know that there is a feeling of great di:ssati,c. 
faction at the very unsatisfactory condition the 
whole affair has assurned ev-er t:lince we were sup .. 
posed by legitimate means, to have acr1nired " 
right 'to· a certain portion of New Gninea. I 
re"ret very much that the action of the late 
Pr~emier w~s not upheld by this Government, for 
I am certain it would hal'e been npheld by the 
country if the present Government httd shown 
any inclination to endorse the action the late 
Government took· and I mn sure that (,\ueensl:tnd 
would have been {;laced in a much more scctisfac
tory condition with regard to New Guinea. 

The ATTOlWEY- GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Itutledge) said: :Mr. Speaker,- There is no 
doubt that the whole question of this New 
Gnint.)a, business is in an unsati,._factory state ; 
but I do not think it is exactly just to 
insinuate that the present Government :tre in 
any way respon8iiJ!e for the 1mstttisfactory con· 
dition of things thttt prevs.ils ; indeed, I am 
quite oure that for the present unsatisfactory 
condition of things the present Government are 
in no way responsible. The Chief Secretary has 
lJcen in communication with the Imperial autho· 
ritioR on the Rnbject nf New Guinea, and he has 
recently made very strong representations. indeed 
on the snbject of these ontrages to wluch the 
hou. Hlmuber for Burke ha;-; Llrawn attention, 
and has gm1e as far as to intiumte that unless 
a more satisfactory condition of things is estab-
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lished by the Imperial authorities it will be pro
bably necessary to reconsider the whole ([nestion 
of the relation of this colony in regard to the 
contribution towards the maintenance of British 
authority in New Guinea. 'l'he Chief Secretary 
is fully alive to the import>wce of doing something 
at once, son1ething decisive, to put a stop to 
the outrages and massacres that are continually 
taking place. The Govennnent, of courxe, httve 
not vower to dispatch a local ship of war, the 
"Gayun<lah," to the scene of the massacres 
to take steps towards vunishing the natives 
supposed to be guilty of them. All that can 
be constitutionally and legitimately done has 
been done, and hon. members need not fear 
that the Chief Secretary is in the slightest 
degree losing sight of the importance of insisting 
that something shall he clone at once towards 
putting an end to this scandal-for it is public 
scandal that such a state of things should be 
permitted to continue. 

Mr. P ALMEU: It has been going on for 
years. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEUAL: It has for 
some time. It was hoped that by the British 
Government taking po~:;sesf:lion of a part of New 
Guinea, and establishing Imperial authority 
there, an end would be put to a state of things 
which everybody has felt and acknowledged to 
be unsatisfactory; and I cannot help expressing 
the belief that, now there is another Govern
ment in power in Great Britain, which has re
cently gone into recess, there will be time for 
the representations which have been made by 
the Premier of this colony to have due considera
tion given to them, anJ I think we m''Y confi
dently look forward to some steps being taken 
by which an end will be put to the present un
satisfactory state of things in regard to British 
authority in New Guinea. 

Mr. NORTON said: ::VIr. Speaker,-I think 
that the Attorney-General, instead of cCL!ling this 
matter a scandal, shoulJ have called it by another 
mune. It is far more serious than a scamlal ; it 
is [t downright iniquity that rnen engaged in legiti~ 
rm>te trade-not adventurers, as they were cdlecl 
by the Colonial Treasurer, any more them the 
pearl-shel!ers are-should be ruthlessly murdered 
and no notice taken, simply because some New 
Guinea niggers want a few skulls to adorn their 
huts. It is a serious thing that such barbarity 
should be permitted, and no notice taken by the 
Imperirtl authorities. \Ve know that there have 
been political disturba,nces in Great Britain, 
which have interfered very much with the settle
ment of matters rtbroad ; but when it is a matter 
o~ men losing their lives whole'Ltle, even political 
disturbances at home Ehould not be allowed to 
postpone the settlement of ouch a matter. 
..t\._~ fctr as N cw Guinea is concerned generally, 
I give the Chief Secretary credit for desir
ing to get the nmtter settled at once, and I 
abo give him credit for de~iring- to get this 
matter in particular dealt with without any 
delay whatever; but everybody must know that 
the Government here are powerless-and what 
surprises me is that tha Admiralty appears to 
he powerless too. Surely with all the vessel., of 
war on the Austmlian station something mi;;·ht be 
done to punish the guilty natives ! If a German 
subject gets ruurdered, the Gennan~ very so()n 
see that the natives who committed the offence 
are punisher! ; and I am f[uite sure that no other 
people than the British would snbmit to see 
their fellow-subjects murdered in a barbarous 
way without at once retaliating in such a way a,; 
ultimately, if not very speedily, to put a stop to 
such a condition of things. 

Mr. i'viACFAitLANE said : l\Ir. Speaker,
E veryonemust regret the outrages tlmt have taken 
place in the South Seas for some time past ; but 

I hope that whatever tha Government may do 
tovvnrds rnitigating these troubles and doing 
away with them if possible, they will not take 
the advice of the hon. member for Burke, and 
send an expedition of onr trained native troopers. 

The ATTORNEY-GJ£NERAL: There is no 
authority to do so. 

Mr. MACFATILAK.E: \Ve could not gene! 
them to New Guinea because, as has already 
been pointed out, we cannot send them outside 
our own territory; but I hope thn,t inside our 
own territory such an act will not be perpe
trated by the Government as has been even 
seriously recommended by the hon. member 
for Burke-namely, sending one class of savageH 
to chastise another class of savages. \Ve know 
what that would end in. It strikes me that 
instead of talking about retaliation against these 
nmssacres, we should consider that the~e 
tnassa~res are in retn,liation for other things 
already committed by the whites towards the 
blacks. \V e generally find that whenever any of 
these murders take place the blacks have been 
interfered with, and in their retaliation they 
cannot discriminate as to whom they should kill: 
they think it sufficient, if they find a white nmn, 
to punish him whether he was the perpetrator of 
the deed that ought to be laid to his charg-e or not; 
and I think thcct, though the Government ought 
to do all they can to prevent these things, we 
cannot expect them to take the law into their 
own hands, and gn forth destroying all the 
natives of the earth because natives sometimes 
retaliate on the wrong pen;on for a wrong thn,t 
has been done them. It is unfortunate that 
the Chief tlecretn,ry is not in his place, as he 
might have thrown some light on the matter. 

l\Ir. LUMLBY HILL said: l\Tr. Speakcr,-
1 have notieed that there is a certain class of 
particularly charitable gentlemen who think that 
it is always the wicked white man who is the 
aggresHnr and not at all these barbarinn.s:. Oh, 
llO ! r:I_~hPy are poor ignorant things-poor Crea
tures ! They ought to be pitied for killing white 
rnen -for u1urdering our kintirnen u.nd friends! 
I think, from the point of view taken by the hon. 
member who has just sat down, that the mis
sionaries should be sent to them to pray over 
them and admonish them. That would be a fitting 
mode of meeting the exigencies of the case. 
l<'or my part, I think there is a good deal in the 
suggetition rnude by the hon. Incrnber for Burke, 
if it were only pmcticable ; hut l mn afraid it is 
not. I certccinly think that sharp and severe 
justice shonlcl be meted out to these savages. If 
they continue to kill and slay with impnnity, 
there is every ellcoun,~..;·ctnent for the1n to gu on. 
'l'he only way to rlenl with them is by stern an<l 
swift punishment, otherwise no man's life is safe 
anwng:;;;t thern. I ~rr1 not ono who would ad vo
cate indiscriminate slaughter, or anything of that 
kind; but there is only one law these barbn,rictns 
re'·.pect, and that is that might is right. The 
sooner they arc brought to recognise that if they 
take life their lives will be taken, the sooner 
there will be peace, and the murders will stop. 

1\Ir. HAMILTON said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
hon. member for Ipswich deprecated the idea 
sugg"ested by the hon. Inmnber for Burke, of 
sending out native police to punish these mur
derers, on the ground that it is undesirable to 
send one class of s<.tvages to o.,ttack another cla~H. 
It is strange that the hon. n1en1ber h:1s nnt hi Yen 
effect to hh; opinions by voting against tbe natiYe 
police esti1nate w hjch jR bronght before ns every 
ye><r. r am not aware whether he has on any 
occasion voted against it. 

l\Ir. J\.fi\.CFARLA~E : I have. 
l\I!'. HAl\liLTON : The hon. member thinks 

it may be merely in rei;tl.liatiun. \Vel!, when white 
men murder blackfellow;, it is not considered 
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any mitigation of their action that it might be in 
retaliation. There is the fact that murder has 
been committed, and they are punished, and 
deservedly punished for it, unless they can prove 
that they were justified in their action. That is 
the course we should take in this instance. I 
have known Captain Cmig for ten years. He 
was an old resident of Cooktown, an honest 
a~d straightforward man, and anyone who knew 
hun would know perfectly well that he would be 
the last man to be ;ruilty of anything to pro
voke that barbarous murder. That is, no 
doubt, why the residents of Cooktown are 
so indignant in the matter, knowing his 
character as they do. Perhaps it might be 
illegal to send native police to punish the 
murder of our own countrymen, committed in 
British territory ; but I think, even if it were 
illegal, it would receive the sanction and a]J
probation of every individual. \Vhen it wtts 
thought that Cttptain Everill was murdered in 
New Guinea, did nut the Hon. John Douf.(las 
"tnction such ttn expedition? J'vien started from 
Cooktown to avenge the murder of those incli
viduals, and they had the good wishes and sym
pathy of everyone in the course they ttdopted. 
}<'ortunately it was discovered at that time that 
no murder had been committed. If a similar 
action were ta.ken in thi~ instance, I arr1 sure 
every right-thinking person would syn1pathir-;e 
with those who take some rtction to avenp;e the 
murder of our countrymen. 

Question put and passed, and the House went 
into Committee of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 
SOGTHEitN AND Cl!~NTBAL llAILWAYS-CIHEl!' 

l~NG-INEEB.'S Ull:PART.i\IENT. 

The MINIS'r !<;!{ J<'OR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) moved that a sum not exceeding
.!:1,!)75 be granted for the Chief Engineer's 
Department. Hon. members woulcl observe that 
there was an increa,,e of £:30 to the chief clerk, 
who had several times been promised the in
crease. Apart from that, since the Central 
Jlailway had been taken over by the Chief 
Engineer, a great deal of additional work was 
thrown on the chief clerk. 

l\Ir. NOETON said that in connection with 
the subdivision by which two eng-ineers-in
chief had been appointed instead of three, he 
would like to know 'vhere the Engineer in charge 
of the Northern R~tilways would have his office? 

The Mii'\IST:ER FOR WORKS said hie; 
headqmtrters would be at Townsville. \Vithin 
the last day or two the Government had received 
a con1munication from l\1r. Hannmn propo.:3ing 
that his hettdquarters should be at Cairns, but 
the Government were of opinion that they should 
be at 'fownsville. Townsville was chosen smne 
time ago, and there seemed tu be no reason for 
nwking a change. 

Mr. ANN EAR said he was glad to hear that 
the l\Iinistcr for \Vorks approved of increasing 
the salary of the chief clerk in the Itailway De
partment ; and he was much ,urprised tlmt the 
increa.sc was not given long ago. The hou. 
gentlenwn gn,ve as a rea,son why the increa.:.;e of 
£:30 should be granted that a large mrwunt of 
extra work was thrown on that officer by having
the Central Uailway attn.ched to the office in 
])riHh::tnc. 

The .l\IlNl:STElt l"OH WOJlK:S: No; th:tt is 
not the re:umn. 

.l\Ir. Al'\N1£AH said :Lt any rate thoro was extr:t 
work, and there was a great inequality in the 
salarie;; of the chief engineers of the colony. The 
Chiuf j1~n~inuet' appnl11tu~ [ for the :1\orth-the 
Cooktown u.ud Carpeutaria, (lbtri~t~, he bdievud 
they were callucl-h.cd c;ixty mil<ls of rail way 
under con,tcudion, while in the Southern aud 

Central districts of the colony there were at the 
present time 3GO miles under construction, am! 
both gentlemen received the same salary. 
\Vbere there was greater responsibility, and a 
greater amount of work to be performed, the pay 
should be in proportion. He did not wish to say 
a single word against l\Ir. Hannam ; he did not 
think that gentleman was receiving a shilling 
too much, as he was a competent officer; but 
be thought a difference should be made be
tween the salarie, of the two officers. Dy 
the Loan Act of 1884, a sum nf £G,H4,000 was 
voted for the construction of railways, and 
out of that sum the amount to be spent in the 
Southern and Central divisions was £4,304,000. 
The salaries of the chief engineers in Queens
land were very small in comparison with what 
were paid in the southern colonies. Last year 
alone there was paid, in the Southern and 
Central division.~, fur construction, £496,851. 
He was very ghtd to see Mr. St,1nley appointed 
to tnke charge of both divisions, but his .salary 
ought to h'we been raised, at the very least, to 
£1,500 a year, clear of travelling expensec. 
\Vhoever held that position ought to be properly 
paid, rtml he maintained that that was not the 
case with regard to lHr. Stanley. In bet, the 
work of the Central division had been put upon 
him without any extra remuneration. 

Mr. NORTON said the work to be done by 
the two chief engineers was very unevenly divided, 
although both were receiving the same salary. 
There was a much larger amount of milway con
struction authorised ttnd going on in the Southern 
and Centrttl divisions than in the Northern. In 
addition to the extension of the Central line, 
there was the extension to Emu Park, and a 
large number of small lines in the South, com
pared with which the work to be dune in the 
Korth was almost nothing-. He had been of 
opinion from the first that the division was a 
mistake, and the more he examined into it the 
greater difference he found in the proportion of 
the work of the two men. The responsibility 
was no doubt very great in the North, and the 
Chief Engineer there had tt large amount '!f 
travelling to do; but for some time to come Ins 
attention would have to be chiefly devoted to 
the line from Cooktown and the line from Cairns 
to Herberton, so that, after all, his work was 
comparatively light compared with that of the 
Chief l"ngineer in the Southern m:d Ccn~r:;l 
divisions. He did not believe n bit m the diVI
sion which had been made. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said he wtts 
not surprised at the mistake the hon. member for 
lHaryborough had fallen into in connection with 
the Chief Engineer, but he was surprised at the 
leader of the Opposition, who must know per
fectly well that Mr. Stanley had an assistant 
engineer. 

Mr. NOHTON : I know that. 
The MINISTER J<'OR WOHKS: Not only 

so but the whole of the maintenance was taken 
m{t of the control <Jf the Chief Engineer, who had 
nothing to do with n,ny lines but iho,;e under 
construction. lYir. Haunam, on the other hand, 
had the whole of that work to attend to. The 
chief engineers were very highly JKtid offiC'er.-;, 
and the present was not the time, seeing- thnt 
they had had to resort to increased i '"'ation, to 
still further iHcronse thmc high sabri<·s. 

Mr. N<>RTON sieid he was not a<lvocating any 
increase to the sa1a.ric') nf the chief engineers . 
He was simply referring- to the work for which 
they were re,,pectivoly l'CRponsible ; and he re
pea'tccl that, Itutwith,;tanding the fact that_ Mr. 
~tu.uley hu.d the service:-; of an a.~8ist~tnt en~.pneer 
-awl a very g·ood one ton--his \Vork was chspr.o
porlionately large compttred with that of Mr. 
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Hannam. He did not believe the work in the 
Northern division was one-fourth of that in the 
Southern and Central divisions, despite the fact 
that the Northern Enp;ineer had to look after 
maintenance as well as construction. 

Mr. ANNEAR said the chief engineers were 
not the highest paid officers in the service. There 
w::ts an Engineer of Harbours and l~ivers with 
£1,200 a year and travelling expenses, and what 
was his work in comparison with that of :Mr. 
Stanley? 

Mr. NOR TON: Mr. Stanley gets more than 
£900 a year. 

Mr. ANNEAR said that in Victoria there 
was a chief commissioner of railways with 
£3,000 a year, with two assistant commissioners 
at £1,500 each. The Queensland Commissioner 
for ltailways was very much underpaid for 
carrying out the important duties he had to 
perform. It should be remembered that the 
Northern Engineer, who had only 64 miles 
of railway under construction, had also assis
tance, because there was a district engineer at 
Cairns, another at Cooktown, and another at 
Mackay. To give Loth the chief engineers the 
same salary did not seem to his mind exactly 
fair, taking the amount of work each had to do 
into consideration. 

Mr. BLACK said he would point out to the 
hon. member for J\!Iaryborough that Mr. Stanley's 
salary was considerably larger than the £BOO 
which appeared on the estimate now under con
sideration. }'rom the !o:.tn vote that officer 
received another sum of £500, making a total of 
£1,400. 

Mr. ANNEAR : But he has to pay all his 
expenses out of that. 

Thel\!IINISTER FOR WORKS: No. 
Mr. BLACK said the hon. member, Mr. 

Annear, had expressed his opinion that the South
ern Chief Engineer's salary should be £1,500, 
so that there was not much difference between 
that sum and the salary which Mr. Stanley 
actually received. 'fhe Estimates were very 
misleading, and it was impossible to ascertain 
what an officer was actually getting without 
referring to the schedule. The salary of the 
Chief Engineer for the Southern and Central 
divisions was £1,400, and he presumed tra veiling 
expenses in addition. He did not know why a 
1 •ortion of the sabry should be paid out of Lmtn 
l~und and the balance out of the consolid:.tted 
revenue. He supposed it was to make the 
working of the milways appear as favourable as 
possible. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he believed the Minister 
for ·works would bear him out when he stated 
that the Chief Engineer of the Southern division 
paid all his own expenses out of his sal :.try, unless 
he went north of Maryborough. 

:Yir. NJ<;LSON said he would like the Minister 
for \Vorks to explain why a large proportion of 
the salary-£900-was paid out of revenue, and 
£500 out of loan. \Vh:.tt principle was it based 
upon? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
only explanation he could give was that that was 
the principle that had been adopted ever since 
they started the construction of railways in 
Queensland. It had always been the system to 
pay a portion of the Chief Engineer's salary from 
revenue and the remainder from loan. 

Mr. NELSON snid that might have been right 
enough when they started the building of rail
ways, but it did not follow that it was right now. 
He did not think tlmt was nny explanation. 
Upon what principle the pmctiee was based he 
waf::i a,t a loss to ::;cc. 'There Inw:;t be cmne prin
ciple at the bottom of it, surely. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
principle underlying the partition of the salary 
of the Chief :Engineer in the manner in which it 
appeared on the Estimates was that a certain 
proportion of the time of the Engineer was spent 
in attending to works under construction, and 
the cost of all construction was paid out of loan. 

:\fr. NELSON said the whole of the Chief 
Engineer's thne \vas taken up with con.::.trnction. 
He had nothing else to do. \VImt else had he to 
do except to arrange for new lines? So that if 
that principle was correct, the whole amount 
should be paid out of loan. 

Mr. NORTON said no clouht the object of 
making separate charges years ago was that the 
Chief l~ngineer was in charge of both open lines 
and lines under construction, and a certain 
allowance was made for lines under construction 
and was charged to loan. The other portion was 
set down to the ordinary expenses of making the 
railwttys. That was the principle upon which 
the division was rmtde, and there had been no 
re-adjustment made for years. But now the 
Minister for \Vorks had ex] >lained that the Chief 
Engineer of the Southern division did :.tl! the 
work in connection with the construction of new 
lines; therefore if the same principle was con
tinued that was adopted in the first instance, the 
whole salary ought to come out of loan. The 
practice was rather unsatisfactory, because there 
was no sound principle upon which it was based. 

Mr. P ALMEH said the principle ought to be 
more definitely settled, instead of paying out of 
loan what should come out of revenue. The 
question had been discussed every session since 
he had been in the House, and on looking over 
the report of the Commissioner for R:.tilways for 
last year hon. members would see that the same 
principle was still carried out-paying out of 
loan what ought to be paid out of revenue, and 
by that means falsifying the percentage of the 
railway returns. In fnct, the lines were not 
making the percentwge they were represented to 
be making. They were going on a wrong prin
ciple nltogether. He would read some of the 
items of loan expenditure from the report 
for 1885. There were a great many relating 
to renewab of work on page 2G ; he would 
pass over those, because they were old-established 
works ; and those renewals, he contended, should 
be constructed out of revenue, instead of taking 
fresh money from loan to build up what the 
revenue should build. Then he came tu "Extra 
sleepers, between Dalby and \Varra, £1,091." 
Surelv no one could defend a principle of that 
sort ! " "Cutting down trees overhanging line, 
£7G;" that was an item that ought to ha\e come 
out of revenue. " Collecting cast rails, £34 ;" 
on what principle could that be defended as a 
payrnent out of loan? "Relaying 1Iain Range 
with GO-lb. rails, £17,G57 ;" could the :Minioter 
justify expenditure like that from loan? 

'l'he COLONTAL TREASURJ~R: Yes. 
Mr. ]:> ALMER said he would prove thnt it 

was not done in other places, and consequently 
the railway returns there must be more reliable. 
Then there was "Ipswich shops-enginec; injured, 
Dnrra accident, £170." He had always thought 
items of that kind were provided out of revenue. 
Compensation to person~; injured was provided 
for out of revcnnc, and why shoulrl not the re
pairing of the engines injure(l be }mid for ont 
of revenue n.l;-;o? 'Then there was a.n ite111 "Cmu
pletiug engine ( connncnced in 1877), ,£2GH." 
11~ancy nine yen,r~ building an engine ! There 
were a great many other items hon. member~; 
should study. One\ cry l'"!'"'-' there was the item 
"Land resm11eJ an~l co:-;ts," rd:_Lting to oltl
established lines, am! amuuntiug to tlwusctnds of 
pounds. He did not know how the Minister 
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could defend tlutt. As the Minister said it was 
<1uite right that renewals should be taken out of 
loan instead of out of revenue, he {:Mr. Palmer) 
would (\Uote from the report of the Cmmnissioner 
for Itailways in New South \Vales forUi8.~ to show 
that they c~rried out a different principle there, 
and that thmrreturn of percentage of interest was, 
therefore, much more reliable than ours, hec"cnse 
here certain deductions should be made for the 
moneys e_xpended out of loan. At page 12 the 
report smd :-

" rrhe renewals of both rail~ and sleepm·s on the lino 
between ::iydnoy and Picton, the whole of the expense 
of which has, of conrse, been charged to revenue. has 
been heavy, and must continue to be heavv until the 
\vhole line (03 miles in lengtll) has been re-laid." 
That was one item. 

"On the extensions beyond Goulburn, and from 
~a.thurst to .. Wellington, the sleepers used, when the 
hues \verc constructed, were of the timber obtainable 
in the districts through which the railway was taken. 
'.J.1hi~ timber \vas known to be of inferior <1uality, but 
the object sought in allowing its use was to make tl1e 
fir:;t cost of the lines less severe than otherwise would 
have been the cai"C. The slecvcrs, as a m.ttural con:;c
<1Ucncc, have had com})arativcly but a brief life, and in 
rone1ying them (tll? cost, of which has been charged to 
workmg cxpt'll~es) 1t has been cousidcre<l tl·ne economy 
to use sleepers of iroubark. The first ronmval cost 
comes earlier upon 'maintenance' than it otller·wiso 
would, but in rel_)laeinp; the slcevcrs with Uurahlc 
material the maintenance eost in the futtu·c -..vill be pro
portionately n•(lnccd. 

" 'l'hc working expcnr;;e,., have also been largely en
croached upon by being debited with the enst of bal
la~t.ing; causl'd by the :mbsidcuce of manY of the banks 
on tllc newly opened. e\tcusions, which 'were l!lade np 
ori~innlly dnring contiunon~ dry weather. It may be 
worthy of mention tl1at it is not. an UllU:o:iUal practice in 
other countries to clmrgc to the constrnction fund t.lw 
expense of rcmedyin~ clefcct.s ~trisiu~ frmu the caut:tc 
st:1ted, Hl10ll the reasonable ground that 'maintenance' 
shoultl not he sacldlcd with the cot-;t of work wllieh b 
not occasioned h.\' fair \Year and tear, or is not an inci
dence of traftic orH.'ration; but it has been t.lw vracti.cc 
hrrc to debit current 1\ .. \Ten ne with the cost of such 
works, and I am not, on broad grounds, prepared to 
depart from that practice, althongh its ob::;ervan('C 
necessarily dUCl'Cascs the return of interc'it \Yhich the 
net earnings ghe to the capital invested." 
In New South \V ales they followed out much 
rnorc busineBs-like princivle~ in charging to 
revenue the onlinary wear and tear of the rail
wa.y lines. N o\v he ca1110 to the loco1notive 
engineer\; report, and there also the ::;mne 
principle was thoroughly carried out :-

,, AR reference has been made on more tlmn one 
O<~ension to our workh:g CX]H~nsc~ not having hceu 
dolJtted with the eo~t of thcpl'OlJer repairs a11d rc1Hnval~ 
~f mu· stock, I would. take the liberty of st.nting, ~o far 
fron1 snch bci1Jg the ca~;u. we arc C(Jntiuna!ly makin'~ 
improymucnt.:- iu our ::;tock irrcspectire of rC'pairs anrl 
renmva.b, and thereby fHl(lillg to their Yalno a.s an 
asset of the dc}mrtmcn t, awl the cntiru co::;t ha~ l.Jeeu 
clmr~ed to working- expenses. AH bcarin;! on tl1i.s I 
wonltl wention that, when renmving \YhcelS, axles, and 
tlraw-gcar, Tre give a mncll improrccl a~:tit._·le, wllkh 
cnalJlcs a much hc;tvier load being carried in the 
Ychiclc;~, thus atlding to onr train-1-nilo ~-~trniugs, and 
the eutirc cost i~ ehargcrl to worl\.ing; expenses."' 
That was a principle which was not curried nut 
in any way here. 

"rl'!Jen a•.;ain, the i111pl'0H'l1lents to OUl' ::;hcL'p <llHl 

cattle truck;.; recommended by t.JIC board ap110intecl to 
inqlliro iuto our live-stock trallk have been l"imilarb· 
ellarged. In faet, tlJC co~t of every twproYellH'llt intrO
dneed in our cxi~ting stock i.s borne lJy ·working ex
llCll~e~." 

,\nd a very healthy tkm it was to carry out. It 
woulrl nmte1·iully alter the percentag-e of the 
returns, no donbt, but at the same time they 
wonld be more reliable. They should not 
attempt, at any rate, to pay out of loan any 
lleficiencies in the workil1g of tho line,. Jfe \\:is 
quite certain that a straightforward statement 
of the case would be much bcttel'. The 
report Wa.H ill llla.ny 1'1..':--ilH..:ct;-; all itupro-vmuent 
on that of last year. The sta~ement w''' 
much clem·er. The Chief Secretary had accused 

them of asking conundrums last year when 
they were asking for inforrnation on the report, 
and some of the defects had been remedied since. 
Although tho percentage on the milwuys was 
fairly enough stated, it was nut stated on a fair 
basis. 'l'he percentage was taken on the lines 
open for traffic. Those cost. £U,2W,OOO. But there 
was another very large itcm-£761,000 for lines 
under construction or survey. He held that 
that also should he added to the general account 
of expenditure from loan, and that they should 
take the percentage on the whole. Those were 
all moneys that had been spent already and the 
interest was going on. \Vhy should they not 
charge them to construction oflines? By doing so, 
even allowing for what was called the non-paying 
traffic, he made out that the returns would be 
little over 2~ per cent. instead of that which had 
been represented. He would ask the Minister 
for \Vorks if that principle wt<s to be continually 
carried out-namely, of expending money from 
loan which should come ont •Jf revenue, and 
which was shown to be paid out of revenue in 
the other colonies ? 

The MINISTER ]'OR WORKS said that 
tha,t was what he was endeavourin~ to do. rrhe 
Main Hang-e had been relaid with GO-lb. rails, >tud 
he believed that had been paid out of loan. The 
Little LiverpoollUmge had also been relaid with 
GO-lb. raib, and that had been paid out of loan. 
But the rebying of the line between Laidley 
and JYiurphy's Creek had been executed out of 
revenue. On the vote for maintenance last ymw 
there had been a saving of £8,000, 'md that 
£8,000 had been Cclrried forward and appropri
ated to relaying the railway between Laidley 
and 1\Inrphy's Creek with GO-lh. rails. He he· 
lieYed tht<t all relaying should be done out of 
revenue, and that was exactly what the (c}overn
lllent were end ea youring to do. 

Mr. NELSON said he would a'k the Minister 
for \Vorks what provision was made for the 
renewal o~ rolling-stock. He did not see :wy 
provision frorn revenue for rene\ving engine:-;, 
carriages, trucks, or anything else. Every-
thing vva:-; paid for out of loan. 1\ great 
deal of repairs was paicl for c>ut of loan, 
so far as he could make out from the report. 
At any rate, all new stock was paid for out of 
loan straight away. In regard to the report of 
the Cornrnissioner for HaiJway~, be did not ftgrcc 
with the member for J3urke tlmt it was clearer 
th<tn that of hest ye:1r.. He thought it lmcl gone 
greatly backwanls. If they looked at the ac
count tendered of expenditure out of the Lo"n 
Vnml-and he knew that the Trea,;urer was very 
anxious that it should lm correetly stated-they 
would find that the J\Iinister for \V orks h:td 
giYen instructions to the Cmnrnissioncr to alter 
thn.t account cmnpletely; and instead of giving 
full <letails of expenclitnre, as he nsed to do, 
the whole thing was lJUt down in vague, genera1 
terms which had no me"ni.ng wlwtever to the 
public. They found the phrase "g·eneral con· 
l)truction" eighty or ninety thnes, but there wns 
no definite n1eaning given to "general conflt.rnc
tion." It was s:o nu through page after page, 
and all through the acconnts. 'l'hat conycyud 
no meaning to the public, who dicl not know 
what "general con8trnction '' waf'. He did not 
know either, and he would like to know. He 
was referring to pa.ges 24 nnd 23 of the Cunnni:-;
Rioner'R report, which gave an account of the loan 
ex1>endit11re. 'J:'hnt \vas a thing- he had been asking
for fora longtime, and helJeli<wed tlmtthe hon. the 
rrl'f':l.Slll'(.H', at :111y l'H.tc, \\':LS [tTIXiOU'" to g·ivo thern 
all the information he could in regard to loan 
expenditnre. But the way that acconnt kHl 
been altered waN rmtlly su:-;pkiuuK, Lecan::;e laHt 
year the Cmnruis:-:;iouer'H loan a.ccount gave thern 
detail~, whereao it was now wrapped up in thio 
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way, "General construction at Roma," and so 
on. The words were repeated time after time, 
but they did not know what it was for, and even 
if they had a definition of" general construction," 
they wanted to know if really the items th,tt came 
under that definition had anything to do with 
loan. Th<!y must remember that that involved 
an expenditure of over £1,000,000 last year, 
and that was the kind of account put before 
the public which they were asked to take an 
interest in. Well, besides the one general head of 
"genero,l construction," they found other things. 
For instance, "station work," £2,000 here and 
.£G,OOO there. Then there was "supervision" 
carried down the page in the same way. Then 
an item of " paid to contractors'' and "sun~ 
dries." That was not the way in which to 
induce the public to tn,ke an interest in those 
things-to render the accmmts in such a way that 
it was impossible to make head or tail of them. 
They did not know whether any one of those 
items w>ls properly ch,ugecl to loan, and 
when they were particularised it was very 
doubtful whether they were rightly charged. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS sai<l if the 
hrm. member supposed that rolling-stock was to 
be supplied from r~venue then they would have 
to shut up the rmlways at once. He under
stood the hon. member complained thr~t it wr~s 
not provided from revenue, r~nd if it had to be 
then there would he no rolling-stock at all. 
If the hon. member looked to the Loan Estimates 
he would find sums put down for rolling-stock, 
and the money voted wr~s appropriated exactly 
as it was voted. He knew the hon. member 
held peculir~r ideas '"s to how accounts should 
be kept and charged, but he might talk for ever 
and would convince no one but himself. 

Mr. NELSON said the hon. member put him 
in mind of a chapter from Nicholas !Yhchiavelli, 
where the kind of minister that r~ prince ought 
to select was described. There were three kinds 
of ministers-the man who would know a thing 
when he saw it, the mr~n who would know a 
thing when shown it, and the man who would 
know neither one thing nor the other. The 
first class was said to be valuable, the 
second class useful, and the third class 
wholly useless. Now, there was another 
class that might be added: the minister who wr~s 
perfectly well aware of what was wanted, but 
who put on a semblance of simplicity, and pre
tended he did not see it. The Minister for 
\Vorks knew what he meant. He {Mr. Nelson) 
had never said that rolling-stock should be pro
vided from revenue. \Vhat he said was that 
there was no fund provided for renewals of 
rolling-stock, and that a large portion of the 
fund~ now being disbursed from loan was impro
perly disbursed, and ought to be charged to 
revenue. The hon. member for Burke had 
quoted various instances of that sort of thing, 
and he would quote from the home country. In 
one of the latest volumes of the "Encyclnpredia 
Britannica" there was an article on railways, 
and he would read a short extract from it. In 
referring to rolling-stock, it said :-

"The capital cost of worklng-stoek is given hy the 
JJon<lon and North-\Vestern Railway Company. 1~x
cluding a considerable number of engines and carrving 
st0nk which h:Ld been r~on~tructed as dupli., tte ~tol:k~ 
charged to rcveuue, no donbt~at al~t Dceember, 188-*, 
the quantities nnrt costs '\VfJre as follows :-2,:J23 loco
moti.v.'.:i, 1,647 tenders. £3,57t2S4-£1,53S per engine; 
3AG3 pa~"'cng,nr carr't+·,;:;c 2,116 h0rsc-boxes and guard
vans, £1,406,212-£2f-i:'l per vchiele; 51,817 waggon
stock, £3.320,322--£0 t per vehicle. It is to be explained 
with reforeuee to these low rates of cost that the 
original cost of the early working-stock stands unaltered 
in the books of the company, while the whole of the 
original working-stock has been replaced, at the charge 
of revenue, by engines and vehicles of modern design 
and larger capacity." 

\Veil, that was what he wanted to ask now. 
They had got engines which had be~n workin.g 
since 1SG<1. They would want renewmg soon, If 
they had not been renewed already. Repairs 
were paid out of revenue. He knew that an 
engine n1ight last a long time, so might carri~ges, 
but some carriages had been destroyed. vV ere 
they quite sure that all renewals were paid out 
of revenue? vVas it not a fact that new rolling
stock was distributed over all the new railways, 
and renewals provided for in that way? He could 
see nothing in the J~stimates which provided for 
renewals of rolling-stock. There appeared to be 
no account for that purpose, and if there was he 
wanted the Minister for Works to show it to 
him. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
hoped the hon. member was not going to expect 
him to follow him through all his maundering. 
During the debate on the :B'inancial Statement 
the hon. member went through the whole of the 
Estimates item by item from the< beginning, and 
commented on them all. He wearied the Committee 
and convinced nobody. Everyone was disgusted 
with him, and he hoped the. hon. member was 
not following the same course m reference to the 
Commissioner's report. At all events, he (the 
J\Iinister for \Vorks) had not the slightest inten
tion of doing so. 

Mr. NELSON said every man and womr~n in 
the colony was a shareholder in the rail ways. 
They were all liable to have calls made upon 
them-very heavy ones, too-and they were not 
able to get the information they should have, 
seeing they were all so deeply interested. The 
Minister for \Vorks got up »ne! said something 
which he thought very funny ; but that was no 
answer. They wanted information. They wanted 
the public to take an interest in those matters, 
and the way to accomplish that was to put facts 
clearly bef<Jre them. That was all he was asking, 
and he wanted nothing more. He wanted to put 
things in a straightforward manner before the 
public, and not have everything wrapped up in 
mystery. 

Mr. P ALMER said he did not think the 
Minister for W orkR should take the hon. mem
ber for Northern Downs to task for his state
ments and questions. The hon. member did not 
speak very often, and when he did he was most 
instructive, especially upon matters which were 
liable to be overlooked by hon. members. Now, 
the mysterious manner in which the accounts 
were mixed up was most conflming. The two 
itmns of "general construction'' and "paid by 
construction " seemed to run together. He 
would like to ask the Minister for '.Vorks a 
plain question as to the amount expended in 
the workshops all over the colony-did it come 
out of revenue or out of loan? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said all new 
rolling-stock was constructed from loan, and all 
renewals from revenue. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hon. member for Burke had made a statement 
which shouln not go forth uncontradicted. The 
statement had been made that a great many 
items were charged to loan which ought to be 
charged to revenue, for the purpose of showing 
to the public '" better paying ba.]ance in coJ;t
nection with their milwavs. it had been said th»t 
they were charging to lOan a great rnany iten1s 
which should fairly be charged to revenue, and 
his hon. colleague the Minister fm· \Vorks had 
pointed out clearly that the principle the 
Government enclea voured to carry out was to 
charge all renewals and renovations to revenne. 
The hon. member for Burke had made a state
ment in connection with the report of the 
New South Wales Commissioner for Hailways, 
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and said that several item~ were there charged to 
revenue which, in Queensland, were charged to 
loan. That statement should not go forth with
out being fully disproved. Re would refer the 
hon. member and the Committee to the Queens
land Commissioner's report for last year, which 
would clearly prove that that matter had 
received full consideration. The Commissioner 
in his last year's report said :-

"A diversity of opinion ex1sts as to what .-;honld, and 
what should not, be charged to the 'working' and 
'capital' accounts, but as in Appendix :Ko. 1 to this 
report, all details of expenditure are given and the 
accounts to which such expenditure is charged are 
clearly shown, anyone can arrive at conclusions there
from on the basis of his mvn views, if he differs from 
the principle on which this report is compiled. 

"This A-ppendix (::\To. 1) contains information which is 
not generally published in railway reports, although, as 
far as I can ascertain from inquiry or judge from infor
mation published, the princivle on which clmrges are 
apportioned is the same in all the Australian colonies." 

He thought it only right that that should be stated, 
because there was no desire on the part of the Gov· 
ermnent to charge to loan matters which should 
fairly be charged to revenue 1'or the purpose of 
making it appear to the public that their railways 
were better paying investments than they actually 
were. There was another subject to which he 
would refer. The hon. member for Northern 
Downs complained of a want of information in 
the detailed account of the loan expenditure as 
published in the Commissioner's report. He was 
informed that it was published for the present 
year in a somewhat more condensed and 
concise form than last year ; but still any 
hon. member looking at the report would see 
that, if it was more extended than it appeared 
at the present time, it would really be more 
likely to confuse than to give the information 
desired. It was only right, on behalf of the 
Government, to say that no instructions had 
been given to condense the report; but it had 
been condensed by the Commissioner with a 
clesil'e to place the information before the Com
mittee in as succinct a form as possible and so 
as not to confuse hem. members in searching for 
infol'mation. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon. 
gentleman had just read a portion of the Com
missioner's report for 1884, in which the Com
missioner said that a great diversity of opinion 
existed as to what should be charged to loan 
account and what to revenue account in railway 
expenditure. That was a very general assertion 
to make, and they did not know whether he 
meant by that assertion that the diversity of 
opinion existed in this colony or in Aus
tralia, or, in fact, whether the diversity 
of opinion existed in all the railway depart
ments in the world. Which was it? There 
never had been any diversity of opinion in 
this colony as to the practice. There might 
have been a great diversity of opinion as to what 
was the correct theory. He believed there had 
been, and was still, on that point. The practice 
hitherto had been this-and the Colonial Trea
surer knew it as well as he did-that all renewals 
on railwayo were charged to loan. If a mainten
ance man took out a rail which was damaged or 
unsafe, or unfit to be travelled '"'' the new rail 
pnt in waR not clutrgGd to revenue, but war~ 
tctken out of the stock of rails imported year after 
y~ar by the Government out of loan. That wail 
a renmval ; there wa8 no queRtion about it. On 
the other hand, if a carriage g·ot damaged it 
was sent to the depot at Ipswich to be repaired. 
That was also a renewal, but the cost c:>,me out 
of revenue. \Vhy should not the new rail come 
out of revenue also? It was just as much a 
renewal as the repair of a carriage or engine. 
All their Governments-the present with their 
predecessors-were in the habit of charging a great 

deal of what were properly called " r~newals" 
to loan instead of to revenue. Take, for mstance, 
a railway that had just been passed. All the ex
penditure upon the construction of that railwtty 
was properly charged to loan. The equipment 
of that rail way in rolling-stock was also 
charged to loan ; but everything done after that 
on that railway in the way of renewals, whether 
repairs or extensions, should be charged to 
revenue. That had never been done, and it was 
useless for the Minister for \Vorks to trv to leave 
the impression on the Committee, simply because 
something of that kind was done on a somewhat 
short section of the line he had mentioned, some
where about Laidley, where his Government were 
carrying out that principle. If that system w~s 
to be carried out, especially now when th~ir ra~l
ways were paying less than at any t1me m 
the history of the colony, the Government, 
instead of showing 21, per cent. or . 3 per 
cent. of revenue, derived from the ra1lways, 
would not be able to show 1 per cent. The 
Minister for \Vorks and the 'l'reasurer need not 
deceive themselves on that point. He did not 
for a moment say that their system was the 
right one. He beiieved, on the contrary, it was 
a wrong one, because under it they were deceiv
ing themselves by making themselves believe 
that their rail ways were paying more than they 
really had been paying, from the vicious practice 
of charging to loan what was properly chargeable 
to revenue. He thought the member for Burke 
had done good service to the Committee and 
to the country in bringing the matter forw~rd 
as he had done. Another matter to winch 
the Colonial Treasurer had referred was the 
report of the Commissioner for the present year, 
as compared with his report for last year. He 
had no fault to find with it personally, but 
he thought it was perhaps_ too co!lcise. ~t 
should give a great deal more mformatwn than 1t 
did, as a grettt many members were not as apt to 
understand it as an hon. member who had been 
an occupant of the Works Office. Members who 
had not spent a year or two in the \Vorks Office 
could not so readiiy understand the Commissioner's 
report for the present year, concise as it was, as 
those who had spent some time in the office. 
There were matters upon which a great deal more 
information might be given than was given in 
the report last presented. 

Mr. SALKELD said exception might be taken 
to one part of the remarks made by the hon. 
member for Townsville. The hon. member had 
said that when a milway was built and equipped, 
all renewals, repairs, and extensions should 
be charged to revenue. He thought exten
sions should not be charged to revenue ; 
probably the hon. member had made a slip, 
and did not mean to include extensions. There 
was a very simple principle which could be 
followed-namely, to charge to revenue every 
expenditure incurred to replace something already 
charg·ed to loan, and charge to loan everything 
that was a new creation. He believed there were 
several cases where that had been carried out, 
but it had not been carried out in all cases ; 
and it was misleading to charge to loan things 
that simply replaced things that had already 
been charged to loan. 

The HoN. J. JYI. MACROSSAN said he was 
obliged to the hon. membf'r for pointing out the 
mistake he had made. He used the word 
" extension,'' but he meant the expansion arising 
from traffic, not "extension." For instance, on 
any line being built at the present there might 
be an extremely small station-house and goods 
shed erected at a particular station ; and the 
expansion of traffic might necessitate the recon
struction of those buildings-the putting up of a 
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larger shed or an additional shed, or an exten
sion to the station-house. That should he pro
perly charged to revenue as an expansion from 
traffic. 

Mr. P ALMER said that explanation made 
the matter worse, for thg rail way expenditure 
from loan com;isted largely of money expended 
on station works. 'l'he resumption of land was 
still puzzling. For land resumed on the line 
between BrisLane and Ipswich the amount of 
£1 was paid, and that was not a great sum ; 
but there were very large items for some lines. 
It would not do any harm to the Railway Depart
ment m· to the financial system of the colony if 
a proper and true system similar to the one just 
now discussed were carried out. It might reduce 
the percentage of returns from expenditure of 
loans, but that might spur the 'department up 
to institute some fresh sy"tem that would bring 
the percentage up. On most lines the value of 
the money was in the lines. That was proved in 
New South vV ales by the Minister there when he 
introduced a scheme for putting the railwr~ys 
under r~ commission. He said he hr~d been offered 
a sum equr~l to the whole amount of the debt r~t 
the time-nmnely, £30,000,000-for the railways 
of the colony; their cost was r~bout £24,000,000 
or £25,000,000. The Queenslr~nd rail wr~ys, he 
believed, were worth the money expendeti upon 
them ; and though they might not be returning 
any interest r~t present, he thought they could be 
run profitably on commercial principles. That 
was shown by the difference between the mtes 
charged in Queensland and those charged in 
other places. 

Mr. NELSON said he should like the Minister 
for \V orks to give a definition of the term "general 
construction." Heferring to the Central Hail way 
it would be seen from Return D, page 161, which 
was a return showing the loan expenditure on 
r~ccount of maintenr~nce, that sums were set 
tlown for mr~intenance, timber shed, Rockhamp
ton; repr~irs to coal str~ge, Rockhampton; r~ltera
tions, stntion -master's office, Rockham pton ; 
fencing, office, school, and cottage, Langton; 
shade trees at str~tions. Things of thr~t sort were 
r~ll charged to loan, and it seemerl to him that it 
was unjustifiable to do so. \Voulrl the Minister 
for \Vorks give a definition of the term "general 
construction"? It was reper~ted eighty or ninety 
times in the report of the Commissioner, r~ncl 
surely it must be worth defining. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it would 
be r~ good thing if all those works could be paid 
for out of revenue, hut unfortunately the railway 
revenue could not afford it, and they had to fall 
back on loan. Last session there was a strong 
expression of opinion that the milwr~y tariff 
should be reduced. It had been reduced con
siderably-on heavy goods from 25 to 35 per cent.
and the consequence was that the receipts had 
fallen off considembly on that account as well as 
on account of the drought. If hon. members 
would insist on the tariff being reduced, and r~t 
the »ame time insist on all renewals being done 
out of revenue, it would be necessary to fall back 
on loan for money for other purposes. 

Mr. NELSON said it hr~d tr~ken nearly an 
hour to drag that informr~tion out of the Minister 
for vVorks, who might as well have given it at 
first. He told the Committee that the reason 
why he was not honest was that hecould not afford 
to be honest, and charged r~ lot of expenditure 
to loan that ought to be charged to revenu<O. It 
would be fm better to show a deficit in the 
revenue than go on under the present system
increr~sing the debt chr~rge every yer~r. Unless 
another system were adopted the amount of 
interest would rer~ch such dimensions that no 
possible tr~riff the railways could .carry would 

be able to meet the expenditure ; and it would 
be far more honest to put the matter plainly 
before the people of the colony, whose trustees 
they were, and tell them that the mil wr~ys were 
not paying, r~nd that the depr~rtment had to have 
recourse to the equivocal expedient of charging 
matters to the Loan Fund that were fairly chr~rge
able to revenue. It would be far better to 
chr~rge such expenditure directly to revenue, 
inster~d of throwing dust in the eyes of the 
people. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
hon. member must know very well that if the 
main lines had not been carried into the interior 
they would have been of no use at all. If they 
did not pay directly they pr~id indirectly. If it 
were possible to relay them r~nd construct the 
additionr~l buildings out of revenue, the Gov
ernment would be very ghd to do it ; but they 
had not the means, r~nd they hr~cl to fall back 
ou loans. 

Mr. NELSON said the hon. gentleman must 
not suppose that he w:<s obj()cting to the con
struction of milwr~ys. \Vhat he was insisting 
upon was that the hon. gentleman should put a 
plr~in, unvr~rnished statement before his em
ployers, the public of the colony, whom he was 
now trying to deceive by charging to Loan Fund 
expenditure which he could not afford to pr~y out 
of revenue. If the hon. gentleman hr~d said that 
at first, the whole discussion would have been 
avoided. 

The HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN saidtheMin
ister for vVorks wr~s slightly in error in saying he 
could not afford to chr~rge it to revenue. There 
wr~s revenue encugh to pr~y r~ll charges ; but then 
the net revenue would probr~bly appear so small 
that the Government would be compelled to stop 
the extension of railways. All renewals of 
every kind could be chr~rged to revenue, but 
then the er~rnings would be reduced to a very 
low percentr~ge indeed. There were several 
other items which should properly be chr~rged to 
revenue, but then, no doubt, the whole of the 
er~rnings would be swept away, r~nd there would 
not be r~ fm·thing left. However, he wr~s not 
guing into that matter r~t present. He wr~nted to 
know from the Minister for vVorks what W[IS 

the boundary line sepr~rating the Southern and 
Central division from the Northern division. 

The MINISTER FOH WORKS said there 
was no particular boundary line. The whole of 
the lines north of Rockhampton were under the 
supervision of JYir. Hannam. The Engineer for 
the Central Railway hr~d no control over any 
railways to the north of the Centml Rr~ilway 
and its brr~nches. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said of course 
that was onlv a temporary provision, because 
they would very likely be making a milway 
between Mackay and Roekhampton in a short 
time-at any mte, within r~ reasonable time ; 
and then the Minister for \Vorks would hr~ve to 
define which engineer had chr~rge of that line. 
If a line were made from Rockhampton to Broad
sound, would that be under the charge of tho 
Northern :Engineer? Each gentlen1an n1ust have 
the limits of his jurisdiction defined. There 
were surveys to precede the mr~king of railwr~ys ; 
and the hon. member for Normanby might get 
the Government to make a survev from Rock
hr~mpton to Broadsound, or the bon. member 
for :ii.Iack<cy might pob, iLly get r~ survey from 
Mr~ckay to Bror~dsound : would those railwr~ys 
be in chr~rge of Mr. Str~nley or Mr. Hr~nnam? 
Those were questions thr~t might crop up any 
dr~y ; and what he wanted to know was where 
the jurisdiction of Mr. Hannam ended and that 
of Mr. Stanley begr~n. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
Government had not decided upon any particu
br line of division; they simply placed certain 
railways under the charge of each of the engi
neers. No doubt when the time came the 
Government would know how to deal with the 
question. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said in that 
case the Government harl not done their duty. 
vVhen the Government took upon themselves to 
nmke three separate departments, the jurisdic
tion of each engineer was pretty well known, and 
if they had not determined it in the present case 
it was simply remissness on their pr~rt. The ques
tion might arise any day by a vote of Parliament 
authorising a survey, or by the Minister himself 
gmnting it, " thing which Ministers very fre
quently did. vVhat was the rer~son thr~t the 
Government had reverted to the system of two 
engineers? He remembered that he had strongly 
condemned the change when the Government 
appointed three engineers with three separate 
departments; he looked upon it as simply 
throwing away money; but at that time 
the J\iEnister for \Vorks and the Premier de
fended the system with all the ability they 
possessed. Now they had gone br~ck to the 
old system ac:r~in. He was very glad that 
his <trguments hrtd been so str,mg, but the Gov
mcnt might have acknowledged that there was 
some reason for going back. Ho thought also 
that the Government had made a mistake in 
apportioning the work, and had put too much 
on the shoulders of Mr. Stanley-he could not 
say too much actually, but too much in com
parison with what was put on the shoulders of 
Mr. Hannam. They all knew that the number 
of rail ways under construction and extension 
in the Southern district as far as Rockharn pton 
was much greater than the number in the 
northern portion from Maclmy to the Gulf ; 
so that Mr. Hannam's work was much less in 
proportion than Mr. Stanley's. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that 
most of the work in the Southern district was 
of a very easy character. There was no difficulty 
in the way of constructing any of the branches, 
or even extending the main lines. On the rail
way that passed last night, upwards of 60 miles 
was entirely a surface line. It was very different 
with a line such as that from Cairns to Her
berton, which was very difficult work, requiring 
great supervision ; and the same was the case 
with the line from Cooktown to Maytown-it 
was very rough country. Although l\Ir. Hannam 
had not the same length of lines under his super
vision, he would very shortly have his hands full. 
The country was very difficult; and the hon. 
member knew the difference between building a 
surface rail way and one through mountains. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said there 
was a good deal more than the extension of the 
main trunk line going on in the Central district ; 
there were the Springsure line, the Emu Park 
line, and others, each of which would necessitate 
frequent journeys on the part of Mr. Stanley 
from Brisbane to Rockhampton and into the 
interior. Of coLlrse there were greater difficulties 
in making a line from Cairns to Herberton than 
from Barcaldine to the Thomson; still Mr. 
Stanley had a great deal more than that to 
supervise in the Central district, and then he had 
the whole of the Southern district as well. He 
was not forgetting those things ; he was only 
insisting that l\Ir. Stanley had more work 
allotted to him than Mr. Hannam, whose 
salary was put down at the same amount. 
The Government had placed maintenance 
under the charge of a separate engineer, and 
as Mr. Stanley was solely employed on 
construction his salary should come out of the 

same vote as construction-that was to say, from 
loan. The £900 which they were asked to pay 
from revenue ought to be taken from loan. The 
engineer in charge of maintenance should be 
paid from revenue. The system of course could 
not be altered at once, but he trusted the Gov
ernment would take the matter into considera
tion before next session. The district engineers 
and all the officers employed in making railways 
were paid from loan, while the officers employed 
in maintaining the railways were paid from 
revenue. ::Yir. Stanley, who was employed solely 
on construction, should come under the former 
cc,tegory, and his salary be prtid from loan. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it was 
hard to know what hon. members opposite 
wanted. One hon. member had found fault 
because they were paying too much out of loan, 
and now the hon. member for ·rownsville com
plained that they did not pay enough. The hon. 
member found fault with the Government for 
dividing the colony into three railway divisions 
under three chief engineers, and now he con
demned them for giving the Southern engineer 
too much work. He should like to know what 
would please the hon. member. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said that 
what he was conden1ning was paying J\1r. 
Stanlcy's salary from revenue when it ought to 
bo paid from loan. If the hon. gentleman could 
not understand that he was extremely sorry for 
him. He had drawn a logical conclusion, but 
he could not find the hon. gentleman brains to 
comprehend it. Mr. Rtanley's work was entirely 
on construction ; construction was paid from 
loan ; therefore Mr. Stanley's salary should 
come from loan also. On the other hand the 
salary of Mr. Cross, who was employed on main
tenance, should be paid from revenue. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he quite 
agreed that Mr. Stanley's salary should be paid 
from loan. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : Why did 
you not say so at first ? 

Mr. NELSON said that in the loan account 
rendered by the Commissioner for Railways 
there were a number of items, amounting roughly 
to about £25,000, paid for supervision in the 
Southern and Central divisions. Could the hon. 
gentleman inform the Committee how that 
money was expended? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied that 
the items for supervision were for the officers 
who carried out the work and the clerks 
em played in the office in connection with con
struction. They were employed by the engineer. 

Mr. NELSON said that was all he wanted to 
know. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said there 
were certain reasons why the Chief Engineer's 
salary, or at least a portion of it, should be paid 
out of revenue. That officer was not wholly 
relieved of the charge of maintenance-the main
tenance of the Central and Bundaberg lines were 
still under his charge; and for that reason ::tlone 
a portion of his salary should be charged to 
revenue. But a further reason was that officers 
of long standing in the service had certain rights 
and privileges accruing from salary pttid out of 
revenue, which would not accrue if their salaries 
were paid out of loan. They held a certain posi
tion in the Civil Service which did not pertain to 
sahtries paid out of loan. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the fact 
that an officer had certain rights accruing to him 
did not affect the question at all. vVith regard 
to the Central line, the man in charge was a very 
old officer in the service, and he might to 
some extent be under the control of the Chief 
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Engineer. Re (Mr. Macrossan) did not dispute 
that. That officer might not be so free from 
control as Th1:r. Cross was on the Southern 
and \V cstcrn line. But the amount on the 
J'stimates, £000, was the sum that they 
were in the habit of voting continnally for 
the Engineer of the Southern and ·western Rail
way at the time when he was in charge of main
tenatlce, but since he had been relieved of main
tenance there was no reason why the J~stin1ates 
should be still charged with that £900. He was 
sure the Treasurer would agree with that. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREn : I would 
like to see the whole paid out of revenue. 

Mr. NORTON: Then you will have to alter 
your policy. 

Question put and passed. 

SOUTHERN AND WESTERN RAILWAY. 

The MINISTEH FOR WORKS, in moving 
that £259,857 be granted for the Southern ancl 
\Vestcrn Railway, said hon. members would 
observe that there was an increase of £10,000 in 
the item of maintenance of permanent way. 
That was necessitated by the additional lines 
opened. There was also a slight increase in the 
salaries of two inspectors, and the other addi· 
tions to the vote of last year were for additional 
men. He wished to point out that the de. 
partment had exercised very great economy in 
framing the Estimates. They had endeavoured to 
keep down the expenditure as much as l•Ossible, 
as he thought hon. members would admit, when 
they considered the additional length of line 
open and the small increase in the vote. 

Mr. NO ETON said since the Committee had 
commenced that department they had had to 
consider, first, that the Under Secretary for Rail
ways, who was appointed by the Government 
simply to get out of a difficulty in which they 
had placed themselves, "as not required; they 
had also had to consider that the Government, 
having divided the colony into three divisions, 
under three chief engineers, had, within twel vo 
months, altered that decision, and placed it 
a.gain under two chief engineers; and now, 
in the vote before them, they had an item 
of .£800 for "Engineer of J~xisting Lines." 
That recalled to mind another jJeculiar act 
on the part of the Government. At the 
time they came into office l\1r. Thorneloe 
Smith was, under a different title, doing 
exactly the same work that the new officer was 
doing now, and was receiving the smne salary. 
Shortly after entering office the Government 
gave notice to Mr. Smith that they intended to 
abolish his office. They did so, and abolished 
him with it, and having got rid of him they 
created a si,nilar office under a different name, 
with the same salary that was voted before. Of 
course, people would pnt their own construc
tion on acts of that kind. It simply looked 
as if the Government had made up their 
mind" to get rid of Mr. Smith with the 
intention of putting smneono else in his place. 
He thought thn,t if tbey had that intention it 
would have been far better to have S8,id so r.,t 
once, and not have aboli,hed the office in order 
to get rid of him in that way. Thuy shoulrl 
have told him fairly that they wctntod to get rid 
of him, an<l then he might have retired or have 
been dismissed, as the case might be. There 
could then have been no charge of unfair or 
unopen dealing. Mr. Smith h>Ld occupied his 
appointment under the Government for a very 
long thne, and had done good service ; and when 
the present Government cmne into office they got 
rid of him and filled his place l;y a1)pointing some 
one else. That was the whole history of the 
matter. 

1886-5 p 

Mr; P ALMER said he had already referred 
to the increase of 22 men in that vote, and he 
found that in the whole transactions of last year 
there were 226 extra men appointed for 228 
additional miles of line opened. But it was on 
looking into the particulars of that increase that 
the strangeness arose. He found that on the 
Northern line and branches, for 32 miles opened 
there were Gl extra men employed; on the 
Central line and branches there were 55 miles 
opened and SO extra men taken on; on the 
Bundaberg line, where there had been no 
increase at all in mileage, 17 men had 
been added; and on the Maryborough line 
and branches, where there was again no in
crease in mileage, G additional men had been 
put on. It was peculiar how the men were 
apportioned on the different lines. In the case 
of the Bundaberg line, which was stationary, 17 
additional men had been put on, thus increasing 
the loss of £852, which that line already brought 
to the country, and which had to be made up 
somehow. He thought that if the actual loss of 
percentage wa:; shown it might have nerved the 
department to institute some striking reform in 
the working of it. If 32 men were sufficient for 
that line in 1884 he did not see why the same 
number could not have carried it on in 1885, 
instead of 49. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there 
had been no increase in the number of men 
employed on the Bundaberg line. On the con
trary, there was a reduction of two ; instead of 
46 employed last year, there were now only H 
put down. 

Mr.11AC:FAHLANE said that the vote for the 
present year was for 923 men compared with 901 
hest year·-an increase of 22 altogether. That in
crease was not great at all-in fact, he did not 
know how the Minister for vV orks was going to 
manage. But what he would liketodrawthe atten
tion of the Minister for vVorks to was the item of 
station-masters. There was an increase of only 
one station-master. He found that the station
master at Ipswich was paid £240; the station
master at Toowoomba, £400; and the station
master at Brisbane was only paid £350. Now, 
he could not make out how the st>ttion· 
master at Brisbane, which was considered the 
first station on the line, should be paid 
£50 less than that at Toowoomba. He was 
not finding fault with the amount paid to 
the Toowoomba station-master, but he thought 
the Brisbane station-master was placed in an 
invidious position altogether, to be paid less than 
what was paid to the Toowoomba station-master. 
The hon. gentleman would find the salaries at 
page 41 of the schedule. The station-master at 
Ipswich, which was a far more important station 
than Toowoomba, was paid £240, or £160 less 
than Toowoornba. He thought that station· 
masters should be paid according to the work 
they did and the position they held. That was 
the argument used that afternoon in reference to 
the Chief J~:ngineer, and it should hold good in 
reference to station-masters ; and the station
master at Ipswich ought to be placed in a very 
different position trom what he was. He hoped 
the niinister for \York:-; would give son1eexplana~ 
tion of the discrejoancies between £240 for 
Ipswich, £350 for Brisbane, and £400 for Too
woornb .. t. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
hon. member for Ipswich appeared to want more 
information than he could give. The amounts 
for the station-masters were put down in a lump 
sum, and he had no information as to the 
salaries paid to each of the station-masters. 

Mr. MACFARLANE: You have it in th~ 
schedule, 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there 
were SO station-mrtsters, £11,000; and lf:i rtssi~;
tants, .£1,!!30. That wrts a mrttter which wa·' 
entirely in the hands of the Commissioner for 
Railways and the traffic manager. 

The Ho)!. J. M. MACROSSAN: You have 
it all in the schedule. 

The J\II:l\ISTER FOR WORKS said he knew 
it might be in the schedule. He was sure he did 
not know how there should be such a difference 
between the salaries of the station-masters at 
Ipswich and Toowoomba. It appeared to him 
that there was as much work at Ipswich as at 
Toowoomba; and taking the suburban traffic 
and otherwise there mnst be more traffic at Bris
bane than at Toowoomba, and the station-master 
was entitled to as high a salary. 

Mr. FOOTE said the Minister for Works 
should supply the information, which was such 
as the Committee ought to have. The heads of the 
department were not far away, and the :Minister 
for \Vorks could consult with them and explain 
the anomaly. They wanted to know how it 
was that big salaries were paid to certain station
masters, and how those who bore the burden 
should not have as high pay ns those who did 
not. The infornmtion was quite necessary. 

The MINISTER FOR WOUKS said that 
the salary of the station-master rtt Brisbane was 
£300; at Ipswich, £200; and at 'roowoomba, 
£300. From the information he had, the station
master at Ipswich had only recently bePn 
appointed, and his stLlary would be increased 
after he had been some time in the position. 

M:r. BLACK said that the Minister for \Vorks 
took credit for the comparatively small increase 
in the vote considering the additional extent of 
mileage which the department had to work. 
Certainly at the first glance it did appear that 
there was a large additional extent of mileage to 
be provided for, and it was somewhat strange that 
the increase should be only apparently £5,300over 
the vote of last year. But when they came to 
look at what was actually spent, compared with 
thenmountactually voted, a very strange anomaly 
occurred. ]'or instance, last year there was voted 
for the whole department-of which the vote now 
under discussion was abont one-half-.£51G,G09, 
but the department only spent £4G7,338, showing 
that last year there was over-voted £49,271 for 
that one department. So that in comparing the 
Estimates of the present year they should not take 
so much the amount voted, buttheamountactually 
spent by the department last year. The depart
ment wns asking £31,612 more than was voted 
last year, but if they added the nmount over
voted they found that the actual increase in the 
department for the year was £80,883. That was 
putting the working of the department in a less 
favourable light than if they assumed that the 
nmount voted last year was the amount actuallv re
quired. Now, it wns clearly shown that they voted 
£49,000 too much for the department last year, 
nnd he thought it was fair to ask the Minister 
for \Vorks where that saving was effected. 
They had a vote before them which embraced 
half of the railway vote-namely, £259,857; the 
total amount the depmtment required being 
£548,221. In that vote there was one item alone 
of .£G8, 700-a huge srnn of n1oney which was 
expended in the locomotive dep;irtment upon 
cleaners, engineers, fireinen, fitter<•\, turner~, 
moulders, smiths, nnd a number of others. 
\Vhat he wished to ascertain was that those men 
were actually wanted. That was the only item 
in the vote where he could see that the Com
mittee were being n1isled into voting fa.r more 
money than was required, and he expected the 
Minister for \Vorks to explain in which parti
cular item the saving was effected, 

The MINISTRR FOR WORKS said it would 
be utterly impoSRible for him to g·ive the different 
items. All that he could say was that the saving 
was in rna.intenance, and of course a great deaJ 
depended upon the state of the weather. The 
line was much more easy to maintain in dry 
weather than in flood-time, and not only that 
bnt there had been a falling-off in the traffic, 
and consequently there was not so much wea,r 
and tear. There hac! been a large reduction in 
the amount required for maintenance, and of 
course the money returned to the Treasury when 
the vote lapsed. 

Mr. NELSO~ said in a return which had been 
furnished on the motion of the hon. member for 
Ipswich, Mr. Salkelcl, they found a statement of 
the expenditure of the department for the nine 
months ending 30th September, and an estimate 
of the money required for the remaining three 
months, and the whole sum put down amounted 
to £22!1.000. That was £30,000 less than the 
Minister for \V arks had asked for. He thought 
the hon. aentlemnn a<lmitte'l when the Fimmcial 
Statemerrt was before thg House that he liked 
plenty of money, and no doubt that was true, bnt 
he did not think it was right to grant more 
money than was actually required. 

Mr. SALKELD said the hon. member for 
Northern Downs had referred to a return which 
he had called for, and his object in e:clling for it 
was that he had been struck· with the difference 
between the amounts expended in the three de
partments-the locomotive, tratllc, and main
tenance departments-and the amnunts spent in 
the other colonies in simibr departments. He 
found that out of everv £100 spent on the 
Southern and \Vestern Railway, 34~ per cent. 
was spent in the locomotive department, 24 per 
cent. in the traffic department, and 41-f per cent. 
in the maintenance department, and on com
paring those figures with the amounts spe!1t 
in the other colonies, he found a great chf
ference. In New South \V ales for 1884, the 
maintenance department cost 29± per cent.; traffic 
department, 30.} per cent. ; locomnti ve department, 
40~ per cent. In 188il he found the maintenance 
was:;on1ewhat higher~rnaintenn.nce, 32~ per cent.; 
traffic, 301, ]Jer cent. ; and locomotive depart
ment, 30:~ -per cent. But the greatest difference 
wa.s in -Victoria. In 188.5-6, maintenance cost, 
23 per cent. ; traffic, 3n per cent. ; locomotiYe 
department, 40 per cent. In 1884-5 the pro
portions were almost the same. In South Aus
tralb the retnrns were somewhat similar to those 
in this colony, and he found that in 1884 the 
traflic and maintenance departments cost about 
the same-namely, 2n;[ per cent., and the loco
motive department, 40± per cent. In 1885 there 
wrts nearly the same proportion between traffic 
and rnaintenance-28~ per cent. for traffic, and 
28} per cent. for maintenance, while the loco
motive department cost 43!; per cent. In 
Natal the figures were - for traffic, 26J per 
cent. ; maintena.nce, 2!lit per cent. ; and loco
motive department 441'\, per cent. He clirectccl 
the attention of the Committee to the matter 
because he thought some explanation might be 
given. One explanation 1night be that the gauge 
of our lines was narrower than that of some of the 
other colonies, but he woulcl point out that both 
in Snuth _Australia, and X atal the gauge war:; 3 
feet G inches. Another reason might be th>~t 
there were more bridges to maintain in this 
colony, but then they found that all wooden 
bridgrs 'vere rene\ved out of loan nwney, anll 
that could not, therefore, be urged as a reason for 
the high rate of maintenance. Of conrse, he 
believed the principal cause of the high per
centages was that the mileage in this colony was 
greater than in some of the other colonies, but 
that did not apply to South Australia. The 
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mileage in that colony was very little less than 
in Queensland, and yet they saw that there in 
18S4-i5, the mainteno,nce cost no more than 'the 
tmffic department, o,nd a geeo,t deal less than the 
locomotive department. 

Mr. NOR TON called attention to the state of 
the Committee. 

Cluornm formed. 
Mr. SALKELD said he would like the Minis

ter for \Vorks to give some more explanation of 
the expenditure than he had done. He hoped 
the hon. gentleman would cause some inrpriry to 
be made as to why the working of the Hail way 
Department cost so much more than the railway 
systems he had mentioned in the other colonies. 

The MINISTER JWR WORKS said the 
only answer he could give to the hon. member 
for Ipswich was that the most rigid economy was 
exercised in the Railway Department to. keep 
down the expenditure. It was impossible to 
carry on the business of the Railway Departrnent 
on a more economical principle than it was now. 
Hon. members would see for themselves that, 
notwithstanding the increase in the total lon"th 
of lines to be worked, the increase upon the 
Estimates was very little above the amount 
voted last year. He shou1d be very 14lad to 
fortify himself with the information askerl for by 
the hon. member ; but he mnst confess he conld 
not see his way to reduce the expenditure more 
than he had done. 

Mr. NOHTON said he wa,; very glad to hear 
that the most rigid economy was be in~ practised 
in the Railway Department. Last year, as 
had already been shown, they had voted a sum 
of nearly £.10, 000 more than was wanted, and 
certainly there was economy so far that the money 
not wanted was not spent. Now, when an hem. 
member on the :Minister for \Vorks' own side of 
the Committee had asked him a short time ago 
a fjnestion with regard to station-masters, he 
found the hon. gentleman could not tell him as 
he knew nothing about them ; and although in 
this colony they had responsible government, a 
responsible member of the Ministry got up and 
told a member of the Committee that that 
was all arranged between the Commissioner 
and the traffic manager, and he did not 
know anything about it. He (Mr. Norton) 
thought that was going a little too far. Members 
of the Committee had a right to know every
thing they chose to ask in connection with the 
department, and he did not think the Minister 
for \Vorks should get up and say that the Com
n1iHf·done~ and traffic rnanager arranged any~ 
thing. He was bound to answer whatever any 
hon. member asked him, but at the same time 
he (Mr. Norton) did not see how the Minister 
could get up and say the most rigid economy 
was being exercised when, in answer to a 
question about station-masters, he said that it 
was arranged between the Con11nissioner for 
R~il;vays ttnd the traffic manrtger. Of course, the 
lHm1ster for vVorks was himself responsible, and 
surely he must have some understttnding about 
it to be able to know that the work was beinu 
done economically. " 

_The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that, 
w1th the number of men employed in the Railway 
Department throughout the colony, to ask him 
on the spnr of the moment to say exactly what 
sabry each of them received was to ask him to 
clo what was iml?o~sible. He could only repeat 
that the most rrg1d economy was exercised in 
the Hail way Department. ·The hon. member 
had said that so many pounds were voted last 
year and had not been expended, hut that was 
the best proof that economy was exercised and 
that no more money was expended than was 
absolutely necessary. 

Mr. NORTON said the hon. member for 
Mackay had gone into figures on the subject, and 
had shown that instead of the small increase 
shown on the Estimates the department actually 
asked for something like £80,000 more than was 
spent last year-not more than was voted last 
year, but more than was spent. £80,000 was a 
large increase to make in one department. He 
!:C~d not gone into the figures himself, but the hon. 
member for l\fackay, who had made the calcula
tion, was generally pretty correct in anything of 
the kind he went into, and that was the actual 
increase asked for by the Government; and under 
the circumstances he could not see how the 
Minister for \Vorks could say the most rigid 
economy was practised. It was quite possible 
that in the case of some of the items other than 
salaries, the 1\finister for \Vorks was asking, as he 
had done last year, for a larger sum than would 
actually be refluired. 

Mr. SALKJ~LD said he was not in a position 
to say where the economy should be practised, 
and it would be rather an invidious task to move 
a reduction upon the vote. A good reason might 
be given for the expenditure by saying t_hat it 
was necessary for the safety of the pubhc, hnt 
he only pointed out those matters in order that 
the Minister for \Vorks shoulcl make in'luiries to 
enahle him to explain the differences he had 
pointed out. If it could not be accounted for, 
they were either paying too mnch for their 
department or the departments of the other 
colonies were costing too little. In the Commis
sioner's report for li:\45, at page 19, there was a table 
showing the detailed revenue expenditure on the 
different railways as compared with the expendi
ture for 1884 ; and for the Southern and Western 
Railwav and its branches the amounts for the 
traffic department for 1884 was £4(),000, and 
for 1885 £76,000 ; and for the locomotive 
department, £63,000 and £82,000. The note 
upon the table showed that the total increase for 
the Engineer's department was 9'91 per cent. ; 
for the traffic department, 46'08 per cent. ; and 
for the locomotive department, 28'34 per cent. 
He was thunderstruck when he first saw that, 
but, on searching the report, he found an 
explanation for the increase on a previons pag·e 
in the fact that the amount for 1885 included a 
snm of £20,3G3 paid for compenbation in connec
tion with two accidents th;tt had occurred in a 
pre,~ious year. He believed the bulk of that 
was charged to the traffic department. A foot
note should have been added to the table giving 
that explanation, as, without it, the table 
was misleading, and would lead a person to 
think that the locomotive and traffic depart
ments must have been going in heavy to 
show an increase on the previous year's expendi
tnre of 4G per cent. for the traffic and 28 
per cent. for the locomotive department. He 
hoped the Minister would make inquiries into 
the matter. Probably when the Estimates came 
on next year they might find some way of 
economising and bringing the estimates of the 
three departments more into harmony. 

Mr, BLACK .'-aid he was under the impression 
that they were voting a great deal more than the 
department reonired. The Minister had pointed 
out that the aJ;10nnt asked for was a sufficient 
increase on the amount voted last year to provide 
for the additional length of line' ; but there had 
been nearly £150,000 over-voted last year, and 
there had been no satisfactory explanation why 
it should be wanted for the present year. The 
Treasurer ought to take notice of that, because he 
had shown at the beginning of the J<;stimates an 
estimated excess of expenditure over revenue of 
£G9, 135 in the whole of the departments, and 
that had necessitated additional taxation. Now, 
if it could be shown that £50,000 was going 
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to be s~ved ~g~in in the R~ilway Department, 
the Tre~surer need not h~ve imposed tax~tion to 
the extent he h~d done. He would like some 
assur<tnce from the Treasurer that he had taken 
the m~tter into considemtion, <tnd th~t the 
amount asked for by the Minister for \Vorks w<ts 
re~cly necessary. They had voted the hon. gen
tlenmn too much l~st year, and he had failed to 
show them in what branch of the department the 
sctving had been effected. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS s~id the 
amount put down was absolutely necessary 
to keep the line in proper order and secure 
the safety of the travelling public. It was 
impossible to cut down a single item on that 
estimate. 

Mr. NORTON s<tid no member of the Com
mittee objected to the lines being kept in order, 
and they wanted as far as possible to see the 
maintenance provided out of revenue. But the 
hon. member bst year had told them the same 
thing-that every item was necessary, and yet at 
the end of the year there was an unexpended 
balttnce of nearly £ii0,000. They were, therefore, 
quite justified in asking· whether the Minister was 
not now asking for a larger su1n than was rea.lly 
reqniretl. Some time ago the hon. member 
explained the large balance by saying that there 
hnd been less expenditure on rrmintenance 
bccnuse the season hnd been a dry one, nnrl there 
had been no floods to carry away parts of the 
line. Of course that would account for some of 
the bal~nce, but not for such a large amount as 
£:30,000. \Vhat they wanted to know was in what 
particular items that saving was effected. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it was 
effected entirely by economy. He supposed that 
if he had expended it all there would not have 
been a word said about it. The Government 
ought to be commended for not having squandered 
all the money that was voted last year ; over 
£40,000 had lapsed and come back into the 
Treasury. Why, then, need hon. members be 
afraid to vote the money? If it was not required, 
it would not be expended; but it was necessary 
that the department should have sufficient funds 
to keep the roads in good order. One n,ccident 
from bad roads would cost double the nmuunt of 
money that was put down. 

Mr. NORTON: \Ve all know that. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Very well, 
then what did the hon. mRmber want? Did he 
wnnt to cut down the expenditure so that the 
roads would be in bad order, nnd hnve tmins 
running off the track-injuring and perhaps 
killing people? If that was what the hon. mem
ber wanted, he could understand it. 

Mr. NORTON said he really began to wonder 
what hon. members were there for nt all. \Vhy 
should not they vote one lump sum for the R,til way 
Depnrtment if it was only to be expended as it 
was requir~d? What was the use of talking 
about those trivial matters, and asking· what was 
the cost of this and thnt? The reason was that 
they were bound to inquire nbout every parti
culnr item if the inforrrmtion was wanted. The 
Minister should be able to get from the of!icen 
of his department full information ahnut every 
item which was important enough to be inquired 
into. Of course, the i\Iinister could not be 
expected to carry it all in his head, but the 
department ought to be able to supply it. If the 
Committee were not to get any information they 
might just ns well vote one lump sum for all the 
departments, and leave it to the Ministers to 
spend what they liked and snve what they liked 
during the year. The Minister for \Vorks must 
understand that he (Mr. Nortnn) did not want to 
cut down anything that should not be cut down ; 

but if the hon. gentleman were sitting on that side 
he would nsk for the same information as the 
Opposition now wnntedabout such a matter as the 
saving of that £ii0,000. The Treasurer oug!1t to be 
able to exphtin that matter. It was Ins duty 
to see that a larccer sum was not voted for any 
department th:n was rertuired ; and when it 
was found that a 1nnch larger su1n than was 
required had been voted, the 'r~easurer o~ght to 
uive some information nbout 1t. He rhrl not 
blame the Minister for \Vorks for saving it; he 
wa::, very glad the hon. gentleman had been able 
to save it. He (:Yir. N orton) was one of those 
last year who thought a very large sum. was 
being asked for by the department, and sa1d so 
at the time; and he was glad that the w~ole 
sum had not been re(juired. At the s<tme t1me 
they ought to know how the. s~wing had been 
effected · and between the Munster for Works 
and the' Trea~urer, they surely could tind out 
something more rlefinite. 

The COLOKIAL TREASUREH said he did 
not know that he could throw ctny more light on 
the way the saving was effected, beyof!d saying 
that the expenditure had not been mcnrrecl. 
That was the satishctory result the Treasurer 
had to denl with, and he would be very glarl 
to see the other departments use their appropri:>
tions with equnl economy, and keep a~ well w1thm 
the lines. He could throw no hght on the 
question; all that had come within his know
ledge was that the whole of the money voted hnd 
not been expended. He rose chiefly to reply to 
the hon. member for i\Iackay, who seemed to be 
under the apprehension that because there was 
a larger appropriation last year than was neces
sary the nppropriation for the current year 
must also be too large, thus necessitating the 
imposition of adclitir;nal taxation. The hon. 
member might relieve his mind of any such 
apprehension. The large saving of last year was 
not, unfortunately, likely to occur during the 
present year. In 1884-ii the amoun~ voted for 
the Southern ''nd \Vestcrn Rmlway was 
£222,4VO; in 1885-6, £254,517, an incrense of 
£32 000 · while the amount now asked for was 
£25U,S5i, or an increase uf only £5,340 over 
what was asked for last year. 

1\Ir. NORTON : But £50,000 of that was not 
spent. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said there 
hml been a large addition to the number of 
miles of mil way open for traffic, and the cost 
of maintenance would of course be very largely 
increased during 1886-7. 

The HoN. J. i\1, MACROSSAN said it was nf 
no use for the hon. gentleman to g·et up to tell 
them that he was unable to throw any further 
li"ht on the subject of how the economy was 
b~ought about last year, or how so much h:>d 
been saved from the amount voted by Parlm
ment. It was the hon. gentleman's duty to give 
that information if the Minister for Works could 
not. It could b~ very easily found out. There 
were in the gallery the Commissioner for Hail
ways, the 1tailway Accountant, the Unc~er 
Secretary to the Treasury, and the Cln.ef 
Engineer of the Southern and \Ve;;;tern Rml
way ; ancl those otlicers, if nskecl, would be 
able to give the infonnati~)n at once. The 
conduct of the hon. "entleman was shameful, 
bec.wse the information which thnt side of 
the Committee wanted, nnd intended to ha':e, 
was at hand if he only chose to nsk for 1t. 
According to the hon. member for i\Iackay, the 
department obtained last year £HO,OOO more than 
thev spent on one single vote-the vote for the 
Southern and \Vestern Railway. 

Mr. BLACK :"iNo ; on the whole of the rail-
way vote. ·-
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The HoN. ,J. M. MACIWSSAN said that in 
any case £~0,000 represented the maintmmnce of 
an immense number of miles of new road-at 
least twice as many as had been OJ ,ened during 
the year. Even if they reckoned the cost of 
maintenance at £200 a mile, which was not the 
case, it represented 400 miles of new road ; and 
nothing like that number had been thrown open 
during the year. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that if 
it was any satisfaction to the hon. gentleman he 
could give him the heads of the items on which 
the saving had been effected; but he could not 
give him the reasons. In the Department the 
amount lapsed from last year's appropriation was 
£1,35(); Southern and \Vestern Railway, £16,782; 
Maryborough and Gympie Railway, £5,326; 
llundaberg and Mount Perry Railwity, £3,181; 
Central Uailway, £17,209; Mackay Hail way, 
£1,906; Northern Railway, £843; and Cook
town Railway, £5,099; making a total of £51,34G. 
The principal items in which the saving was 
effected were maintenance of permanent way, 
stu.tion-n1asters' sa1aries, and extra labour ~nd 
coutingencies. Hon. members would fincl in the 
Auditor-General's report every item set down, 
ancl the amount which had lapsed from the 
unexpended vote. 

1\Ir. NORTON: We shall get thttt next 
sesHion. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
wtts all the infonmttion he could give. All he 
knew as 'l'reasurer was tlutt the money had not 
been expended. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS sttid that 
upwttrds of 200 miles of arlditionnl line were 
opened last year over the whole of the colony
a larger number than lmcl been oponecl in any 
one previous year. The estimate had been 
framed with strict regard to economy, and it was 
utterly impossible that 200 miles of line could be 
maintained without an increase in the vote. 

Mr. BLACK said there was no intention on 
that side of the Committee to blame the hon. gen
tleman for exercising the strictest economy. The 
hon. gentleman took credit to himself for having 
done so, but he would point out that it was very 
ensy for any Minister to take credit for excessive 
economy, as evidenced by the saving of money 
when he got such an enorn1ou~ :11nount voted 
more than there was any necessity for. There 
was really no credit for it due to the hon. gentle
man. He wished to lmve the l'v1inister's assur
ance, that in the vote now asked for he was not 
asking the Cmnmittee to grant him so very rrnwh 
more than the department re;~lly re<juired. 

Mr. SALKELD said that if that question was 
disposed of he would call attention to another 
matter. In September last he called for paperH 
connected with the dismissal of three fittet·s; 
and in looking over those pnpers he could not 
avoid coming to the conchmion that they dis
clut<e<l a case of great ha.rd,;hip. In cases of that 
kind it was necessary, iu the fir,;t place, 
that the blame should fall on the right parties ; 
and in the second place, that the punishment 
should be proportionate to the oifence. In that 
case he believed someone was to blame, but be 
did not think the puni,shment inflicter! was in 
any WltY proportionate to the oifence, or that it 
was put on the right parties. It appeared from 
the paper,,, which agreed with the infnrnmtion 
he lmrl received, tlmt the lcadin~· hand, Hella
weil, pnt on t\vo fltt{;n.; arul ~-Lll ;tpprentiec to do 
certu,in \Vork to nn ent;ine. \Vhen the work 
wa., partly finishe<l, Hcllawcll went aw,ty to 
another shed_ to do certain work to :1.nother 
en; .. !,'inc, \Vhich a leadiug b<t1H1 wa:-; alwu,y:::; re
quired to do. He left ono litter, \Vat,;on, to f;O 

on lifting the ent;ine, and gave l!in1 in.structions 

how to lift it. By-and-by he sent fitter \Voods to 
assist \V atson in lifting the engine, and it appeared 
that Woods remonstrated with \V atson for going 
to work the wrong way, and he got snubbed and 
did not say any more. It appeared also that 
Hellawell afterwards went to see how the work 
was getting on, and, although his instrnctions 
had not been followed, he thought that, as 
they had got the engine lifted, it was no 
use lowering it again-that they might as well 
go on and finish the job instead of putting it 
back and going at it the other way. He went 
awny to fLttend to the engine in another shed, 
ancl while he was away the others went on 
with the work. \Voods was at the cmne, 
and the other two, \V at son fLnd the 
apprentice, were looking after the packing. 
\Voods fLsked if the engine was plumb, and 
Watson said, "Lower away; I know what 
I am about." vVoods lowered away, but 
the engine was not plumb, and that was how 
the accident arose. The packing gave way and 
broke part of the engine, which the locomotive 
forenmn said it would cost £40 to repair; but 
he (Mr. Salkeld) had been told it would cost 
only about £20. An inquiry was held, evidence 
was tttken, and the three men were dismissed. A 
man who was not present at all was dismissed, 
and singularly enough the apprentice was not 
dismissed. \Voods, who was acting under 
the orders of \V atson, was dismissed, and 
the locomotive foreman put the bhtme on 
Hellawell, because he said he ought not to 
have gone away; that he ought to have looked 
after the work, and all the rest of it. He (Mr. 
Salkeld) hall been informed, and believed it could 
not ]Je Llur,ied, that titters other than leading luwcls 
lifted engines freCJueutly in the workshops, and 
the locomotive foreman in hi,; report said :
" \Vatson and \Voods are journeymen fitters, and 
should be quite able to lift an engine in safety 
without any special instructions. These two 
men are equally responsible for the acci
dent." Hellawell said he left \Vatson in 
cho,rge of the work ; Woods considered that 
he was acting under \V atson's instructimm, 
and when he pointed out that \Vatson was not 
going the right way to work he got a not very 
pleabant answer. No doubt, if he had not done 
w];at he was told he would very soon have been 
hauled over the coals. He (Mr. Salkeld) thought 
that when anyone was acting under the orders 
of another person he ought not to be held 
liable-he should not be responsible, except so 
far as he himself was concerned. He considered 
that \Voods was really in no way answerable, 
any more tlmn the apprentice who wcos not dis
missecl ; and he did not think Hellawell was to 
bla1ne. He was a\vay doing other 'vork, setting 
ntl' es in another engine, which was require cl to 
be done by a leading hand ; and if he had kept 
men standing idle waiting for that work to he 
done no doubt he would have been hauled over 
the coals very soon. If hrm. memberH would 
look through the papers ]aiel upon the table, 
they would see that all he harl stated waR 
Lorne out bv them. He could not see 
any reason r)r justice at all in diRmissing 
thrme men. It could not be said that there was 
gro:ss negligence ; but there wa.s certainly an 
error in judgment somewhere, and anyone ac
customed to the liftinr: of engines would know 
that omnetimes very little wonld canse an acci
dent. J'ven in the case of \Vatoon, he thonght 
di:·nni"'f'_aJ \Vas too severe a punislnnent. If he 
had been m:vlc to pay for the rlarnage clone 
it wonld have been more reasonable. He 
(Mr. Salkelrl) had been informed that the repairs 
wonl<l cost :dlOnt t20; hnt the locomotive formmm 
o:ti<l E·lO. \Vhen he (Mr. Salkeld) mentioned 
the matter to the l\Iinister, he sttid there had been 
so many accidents that the department must 
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be severe-that somebody must be made an ex· 
ample of. In plain English, that meant that if 
a number of burglaries or murders had been com
mitted, they must get hold of somebody anrl 
hang them. They must make an example of 
someone, and if they could not get hold 
of the right ]mrties they must get hold of 
someone else, and make an example of them. 
He (Mr. Salkeld) did not think that was 
a proper thing• at all. They should put 
the blame on the right parties, und the punish
ment should be proportionate to the offence. Dis
missal was the highest punishment that could be 
inflicted ; it was damaging to the character of 
the men. He did not see that Hellawell could 

.be blumed for what happened when he 
was away uttending to his duties to the best 
of his judgment. 'l'he locomotive foreman 
said Hellawell was to blame because he mif;led 
him into thinking that he was lookinrs after 
the lifting of the engine, but he (Mr. Salkeld) 
believed it was a fact that the locomotive fore
man walked through the shop not once or twice, 
but half-a-dozen time~ while the men were lift
ing the engine. Therefore, if they dismissed 
Hellawell, they should disrni:is the locomotive 
foreman also, and if they dismissed Woods they 
should also dismiss the apprentice. He hoped 
the Minister for \Vorks would consider the Cftso, 
deal out justice, and put the punishment on the 
right parties. 

'l'he IVIINISTETI }'OR WORKS said the c:tse 
referred to was investigated by the locomotive 
superintendent and the Commissioner for l{ail
ways, but previous to that it had been reported to 
him that Government property was frequently 
damaged through neglect and carelessness. Slight 
tines were inflicted and every means adopted to 
endeavour t.o make the men responsible fcor their 
work, and it was found utterly impossible to 
du so unle>S an example was mu,de of some of 
them. Those 1nen were engaged in lifting a 
locomotive when, owing to a defect in the 
packing, it gave way and the locomotive was 
tlmnaged to the extent of u,bout £-10 or £30. 
The case was investigated, ftn(i it was proved 
clearly that the accitlent occurred through negli
gence, and the rnen \vere discharged. It was 
utterly impossible that any other step could be 
taken. Had those men been employed by pri
vate individuals they would not only have been 
dismissed, but would have been made responsible 
for the dttmage they had done. It wu,s necessttry, 
owing to the carelessness with which the business 
had been conducted, that some example should 
be made. 

M:r. NELSON said he thought it would help 
them to get on very much faster if the Minister 
for Works would tell them whether he was going 
to propose any red\1ction in that vote. It was 
perfectly c]eu,r that some reduction must be 
made. The case, as he understood it, stood thus : 
Last year the department had voted altogether 
£516,000. They did not spend that by £51,100. 
The requirements were over-estimated by £51,100 
besides £8,300 which was carried forwu,rd and 
devoted to relaying of the line at J"aidley
which was right enough. The Minister for 
\Vorks now u,sked for £32,000 more than was 
appropriated last year, or for £83,000 more than 
the requirements of last year. Surely £83.000 
was more than the extension of the railway 
would rerjuire. They did not know the parti
cular items that should be reduced. It should 
he left to the Minister to say on which particular 
items he would exerci'c economy. .\t the iiame 
time it was a! wu,ys understood that there was 
nn surer ;;.;ign of incmn}1etency or incapn.city in a, 
dcpm-tment than tu ovcr·eKtim:.ctc the rcttuirc
ments. He noticed that the Committee of the 
House of Commons was much more severe 

in their criticisms of 11 department that over
estimated than on a department that spent 
a little more than was ttsked for ; u,nd that 
was perfectly right, as voting a larger .sum than 
was really required was only a temptatwn to the 
department to spent] more than was needful. 
For instance, in the item of maintenance, the 
Engineer of Existing Lines in his report told 
them that the cost for 1885 was £80,638, whilst the 
Cornmiosioner in his report estimated for this ye"r 
£20,000 more. £30,000, according to the Engi
neer for Existing Line~, was tiuiiicieut to nudn
tain i\74~ miles, but they were now asking for a 
rise of 25 per cent. on that. Surely they were 
not going to have 25 per cent. additional lines 
during the lJresent year. On the whole estiwtcte 
last year, for every £100 really wanted, they 
asked and had appropriated £110. 

The MINISTER EOR WOTIKS said he had 
already sbted over and over again thnt there 
was not fc single item on the estimate that could 
be reduced. He had also explained that there 
were 200 miles more railway opened th11n what 
was opened this time last year. Not only that, 
but they had to provide for another section of 
the \Vestern Railway which would be opened at 
the end of the year. The department must 
make provision for all that. It was utterly 
hupossible thu,t the lines could be extenrletl 
without the cost of maintenance increasing. 
There was not "' single item on which there could 
be any reduction made. 

Mr. l' ALMER said that the Minister for 
\Vorks stated that the lines were carried out on 
principles of the most rigid economy. But it was 
not rigid econmny to a.sk for rnore than \V hat Wtts 
going to be spent. The department ought to 
confine itself to what they really did want. The 
Mini,ter for \V orks said that a sum of money 
which he had saved had been expended in some 
other way-for renewals. 

The PRE:MIEE said hrm. members were not 
reasonable in the matter. The l\Iinister for 
\Vurks could nut know personally what would be 
required for renewal of rails or rnaintenance; 
he could only rely on the information given to 
him by the officers of the clepllrtment. :Fortu
nately, during last yeu,r, in consequence of the 
unusually good weather for the maintenance of 
railways, but bad weather for other purposes, the 
expenditure for maintenance hu,d been much 
less than usual. They could not rely on that 
during the current year. That would account 
for a great deal of the saving. Last year was 
the only year in which the amount put down 
for general expenditure on railways had not 
been exceeded. It had been the practice 
to under-estimate the expenditure, and every 
year supplementary estimates had to be intro· 
duced to meet the deficiency. Of course whether 
the money was voted or not the Government 
were bound to spend the money to l<eep 
the lines in a state of repair and to prevent 
accidents. Last year they were determined 
not to under-estimate the expenditur&, and 
fortunately they did not exceed t her estimate. 
By the rigid economy introduced, they had been 
able to keep the expenditure below the average, 
so that instead of coming for a supplementary 
estimate they had made 11 saving. 'l'he ordinary 
increase for the year was much more thu,n 
£4,000 or £5,000, which wae all the increaoe 
now asked; lJnt having- regard to the prob· 
able future, the probable wear ,md tear, 
the probable weather, u,nd to extensions, the 
olficors of the tlepartnwnt had made a calcu
lation that thnt amount would be required. 
[t might he a little !coo. He did not think 
the critichnn of hon. 1nentLur~ Ul)IHJHite was 
very reasumcble. Hon. memberK invariu,bly 
objected tu supplementary estimates and said 
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th:1t the mnount put down in the Estirrmtes-in
Chief w:1s put at too little, in order to deceive 
the country. And now they h:1d jlmt :1s long a 
discussion, in which they talked of the nHmstnms 
conduct ot the Government in putting down more 
tlmn they required. Of course, it w:1s very e:1sy 
to get up discussions of that kind. Anybody 
could do it. He knew that the Minister for 
\Vorks had taken extraordinary care in pre
Jl:1ring the l<~stirnate-;. He had investig:1ted all 
the <letails of expenditure, and the apparently 
snmll increttse had been very carefully scrutinised 
by :Ministers genemlly. The Government were 
agreettbly surprised when they found there w:1s 
tt reasmmhle prospect of being able to keep 
down the expenditure to so great an extent. 

Mr. NORTON said the Premier told them 
that the Minister for ~Works had taken extra
ordinary care to keep <lown expenditure, and 
yet the Minister for \Vorks only a short time 
ago sttid he did not know anything about the 
stati<m-nmsters, and that the Commissioner and 
traffic tnanager regulated tho~e nuLtters. Now, 
if he had investigated those details so care
fully, would he not know something :1bont them? 
Of course he would; he could not have forgotten 
all about thmn. The Premier's argument was 
all very well so f:1r as it went, but the conten
tion of the Op]HJsition was very rc<tsmmble 
indeed. It had been shown that the expenditure 
bst yettr wac; less l1y nearly £i!O,OOO than the 
amount asked for-£49,271 was the exact amount 
-n,nd nu explanation had been given as to how 
the money wccs saved. They were now asked to 
vote ~tn increase of £OO,R83 upon the arnount 
spent last yettr. That was a very large increase, 
and the :Minister for \Vorks, who lmd gone so 
carefully into details, ought to be able to give 
some explamttion. The explanation was that 
last year n.la.rge sum wn.s not re{luired for rnain
tenttnce, and tlmt more was required for the pre
sent yettr. They admitted that, lmt the ex
penditure on rrwintcnmwe. did not umke up the 
difference. The Trmtsurer must know what was 
saved on that item. 

The Ho:<. J. M. MAClWSSAN: £3,000. 
l\[r. NORTON said yes, somewhere about 

£:~,000 less than the amount voted. Now that 
dill not ttcconnt for much. Then they were told 
thttt 200 miles more line were ovened, mHlmoney 
was required for driven;;;, station-rnasterR, fire
men, and others, in mldition to nmintenance. Of 
course that \Vas right enoug-h, but £-±0,000 unght 
tn cover thttt. The outside cost of mltinteno,nce 
was £UO a mile, and for 200 miles that would 
amount to £28,000-thttt was supposing the new 
lines cost the extreme price to nmintttin -and 
the extraordinary expense in respect of sttttion
rnar;ters, engine drivers, firernen, and gurrrds, 
would not amount to £12,000. It would not 
nmke up the £-~0,000, and still there was o,nother 
£40,000 to ~tccount for. Of course it would be 
f>tl:-;e economy not to properly mttintain and 
equip the milways, hut he could not help think
intj that as there wa~ an over~estirnnte la8t year, 
ton much money was now asked for. 

The J\IINISTEU FOR WORKS sr~id he had 
explained over a,nd over a~ain to hon. rne1nber:-; 
oppq:-;ite that provi:-;ion W<-"Lt:; n1ade in the estin1ate 
for the additional length of lines thnt woul<l be 
ope.ned. The second section of the Highfielcls 
Rat! way would be cmnplete<l in a month or t110, 
and it would httve to he provided for. The 
t''<ten:-;ion frmn Sta.nthorpc to the border 'va:-; a!] 
but completed, :cml would be opcm;<] very 
shortly ; provision had to be made for it. 
The vVestern line would soon be complctccl 
from Dulbyclilb to J\Iulton, alHl that would 
have io Ue proviLlecl f()r, The hmt. lllelll

ber 111n::;t know very well that Htation-ni~t~ter..;, 
engine-drivers, and ;;~uanh had to be provided for 

as well as extm maintemmce, and how was it 
possible to open new line" without extra expendi
ture? If the Government brought down Supple
mentary I.:stimates hon. members said the Esti
mates-in-Chief should have been properly pre
pared ; and if provision was made in the E'ti
nutes-in-Chief for what was required the Gov
ernment were also blamed. It was clear that 
there was no pleasing hon. members opposite. 
Now, he thought the Government ought to 
avoid bringing down Supplen1entary Estirr:ate8 
as much as possible, and it was far better to vote 
too large a snn1 than put down a low estin1ate, and 
have to bring in a supplementary estimate. 

Mr. SALKELD said he had hettrd the expla
nation given by the Minister for \Vorks in refer
ence to the case he had brought forward, and he 
must stty that it was very lame and very unfair. 
He believed there had been some cases whore '" 
great dea1 of clmnage had been done to Govern~ 
ment property, ttnd no punishment wtts in
flicted, while there were other cases in 
which small fines httd been inflicted; hut now 
the department bad taken the most extreme 
course, and lmd di:-;missed two men for what 
was nothing rnore than an accident. lfe would 
inform the Committee of the real cause of the 
dismissals. There was in Ipswich '"co-opemtivc 
store in which Helbwell was a sh:1reholtler, ttnd 
\Voocls an unpaid director. Smne twelve n1onths 
ago \Voods was informe<l that he must resign 
his directorbhip or else be dismissed from the 
Govenunent serYice, but he declined to re~ign. 
He (Mr. Sttlkeld) bronght the matter before 
the l\Iinister for \Vorks, who would not 
at first listen to him. On applying to him 
agttin the l\Iinister said it was contra-ry to 
the rules of the service for Civil senants to holtl 
directorshiw, but he (Mr. Salkelllt) r•<tid he could 
name seYeral persons who held those offices. 
Then the Minister s.cid it was contrary to the 
rules of his dep:wtment, but he (Mr. Salkeld) 
said he could nmne a person in his own depart
ment who held such an office. But the fact of 
the matter was that the pers<ms he could mtme 
were high up in the Govern1nent t:5erYice, whereas 
the m'1n \V atson was merely a mechanic. \V ell, 
the l\linister promised to reconsider the 
matter and then said he woul<l not interfere. 
TJ,at wtts the last he heard about it, and thttt 
wa.s twelve n1onths ago. He was quite sure that 
if thoile two men had not been connected with 
the co-operative company neither of them would 
have been dismissed. The one of the three who 
wtts really to bbme, if there were any blame-and 
he thought there was-was \Vatson. He had been 
informed-and, he believed, correctly informed
that if he had not g-iven notice for the produc
tion of those papers \Vatson would have been rein
sttttecl in the Government service, although hew a., 
really the one to blame. He thought he had 
good grounds for sa.ying that \Vatson would have 
been reinstated before now, if he (Mr. S<olkeld) 
had not called for the papers. He had no idea 
of :stovping anyone being reinstateLl, but he would 
ttsk for some e<[uitable punishment to be inflicted. 
He thought it wtts really a very severe sentence 
to pas~ on three rnen, one of whmn \Vas not 
present when the accident tookpbce, hnt who was 
disrni~;sed. The brettd was not taken out of thttt 
man's month it was true, as he was a very prmlent 
and respectable llJ:tn, and had saved something. 
'rhe three men were really good mechanics. 
Hellawcll "''" tt clever man ttnd a good mechanic, 
ltut yet he wr" dismissed, and, if he had not 
!Jl'OVimn.;lVlllade lJl'oVi:-:ion for his wife atHl fa1nily 
he "''uld"lmve been turned ttway penniless. He 

1 
was, however, turned oti with a, slur upon hiR 
ckcmcter as a workman that reC1lly ought not 
to be put upon him. He wondered what the 
::\Iinistor for \Vorks woulcl think if he, or ttny 
one connected with him, were trmtted in the 
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'ame way. There were not the slightest grounds 
for such a punishment being inflicted upon those 
two men ; and if everyone in the Government 
service were treated in the same way it would 
he denuded, and none wonlrl remain. If two of 
them bad not been connected with the co-opera
tive store, not even \Vatson would have been 
dismissed, and that was the plain truth. 

Mr. ALAND said he was very glad he was 
not a member for Ipswich, and he was also glad 
that he hac! not the huge establishment of the 
Ivswich workshops at Toowoomba to look after, 
as he was afraid he would every now and then be 
called upon to complain as the hon. members for 
Ipswich were. He had tead the papers referred 
to, and had come to the conclusion that those 
men were very justly dismissed, although he 
might be wrong ; and he thought that, if they 
had been in any private establishment, no in
quiry would have been held in the matter at 
all, but they would have got their "sack" there 
and then. He thought it was too bad that every 
man discharged from the Government service 
should get hold of some member to ventilate his 
grievance in the Committee ; and he thought it 
too bad for the hon. member for Ipswich, in 
the face of the report which was sent bv the 
Commi8sioner for Rail ways and the ·~ther 
gentleman who adjudicated in the case, to 
say that the men were discharged because 
they had some connection with a co-operative 
store at Ipswich. So far as a co-opemti ve 
store was concerned, he thought the railway 
employes were quite right in having a co-opera
tive store among themselves; but, at the same 
time, he did not think they should enter into 
competition with other storekeepers. They 
might supply themselveo with nece,,saries-no 
objection could be raised to that- but he 
did not think that either that store, or the 
Civil S:rvice store in Brisbane, had any right to 
go outsule that. 'fhe Government paid them, 
and if they chose to trade among,t themselves 
well and good ; but they should not try to take 
the bread out of the mouths of the people who 
furnished them with their wages. He thought 
it would be a very good thing if the influence of 
those Ipswich workshops was lessened. It had been 
a bad influence in th& country, and in the House, 
for a number of years past; and he was quite 
sure that the hon. members for Ipswich were 
beginning to be tired of the influence which those 
workshops tried to exercise over and upon them. 
He did not think there was any economy 
about the Ipswich workshops; and he 
was quite sure if a committee of inquiry 
were appointed to go into the working 
of those shops, they would find they were 
a very great loss to , the country, and that 
the work could be done outside of them a 
great deal cheaper than in them. He did not 
consider it any compliment to the country, when 
travelling by rail to and fro, to see a beautiful 
enamelled plate affixed to a carriag;e : "This was 
made at the Ipswich worksho[Js." That had struck 
him as very funny when he saw that pompously 
placarded upon their railway carriages. He 
was very glad to say that, though " this 
was made at the Ipswich workshops," work 
done at Nundah and elsewhere bore very 
fair comparison with them. There was just 
one point which he wished to point out to the 
Committee-that the vote they were then consider
ing !:lhowed only q,n incre::tf;C of son1ething under 
£3,000 upon last yenr, so that if more money was 
being asked for than was rertuirecl, it certainly 
was not being asked for the Southern and 
Western vote ; and, therefore, they might pass 
that sum, and when they got to the other lines 
they could m:tke the reduction. 

Mr. NOH'fON: vVhnt was spent hest year on 
the line? 

Mr. ALAND said he could not state from 
memory what was spent on the Southern o,nd 
\Vestern line, but he thoug·ht it was smnething 
like £1(),000 less than was voted. 'When they 
considered that out of the 200 miles extra to be 
opened a great part was in the Southern ancl 
vVestern division, he did not think they could 
say that too much was really being asked for as 
an increase on the last year's vote. 

Mr. NOllTON : It is £80,000 more. 
Mr. ALAND said the £80,000 was on the 

whole vote, and a very brge proportion of 
that was not for the Southern and \V est
ern line, as hon. members would allow. 
The Ministry were only asking for an acldi· 
tional £2,:00-he took the fig;ures from last 
year's vote-and even taking £16,000 over last 
year, it was only an addition of £18,000 upon the 
vote for last year. He thought that, seeing the 
number of lines that were opened and that were 
to be opened, that amount would really be 
required. He considered something should be 
clone to popularise the railways a little more. 
They had a holiday the other clay-the Prince of 
Wales's Birthday-and he noticed that all the 
facilities for travelling were given down about 
Brisbane. Now, he knew as a fact that had a 
special train been put on to run at a proper hour 
between 'foowoomba and ]l,lurphy's Creek, or 
between Toowoomba and Gowrie Junction--

Mr. SMYTH: And Warwick! 

Mr. ALAND said \Varwick was rather too 
far. There was a train run to \Varwick, but not 
a special train, and \V arwick was too far for 
picnickers, ns they would need to set out early 
and would not get home till too late. There 
were a good nmny families in '""foowoornba 
who would like to go to Highfields or 
J\furphy's Creek on a public holiLlay, but 
when they looked at the time-table a,nd ti<LW 

that they and their little ones wouhl have 
to get up to catch the half· past 6 train 
and would not get home till a quarter pa't 
10 at night they could not do so. A train 
would be well pa.tronisecl running- at excursion 
fttres; and, seeing the railways were in the 
hands of the Government, it was their bounden 
duty to do that. If the railways were in the 
hands of private individuals it would be done, 
and the Government ought to do the same. The 
Government seemed to him to be afraid to 
risk anything, but hem. members knew no profit 
was made anywhere unless they really risked 
something for it, and he thought the Govern
ment should really try to popularise the 
railways a little more, and it would be a good 
thing for the revenue if they did so. There 
was one statement he was in hopes the 
Minister for \Vorks would make, and that was 
what they really lost on the railways through 
the decrease in the tariff. They had heard so 
much about the falling-off in connection with 
the railways, and the Minister for \Vorks had 
ascribecl it more to the reduction of the fares 
than to the drought and the little stock and 
goods that appeared to have been carried on the 
line. They should have that information. He was 
not sure that they followed out the rizht direction 
in reducing the fares. It was a grand mistake 
for the Government to reduce the tariff upon 
goorls to places where there was no real nece,sity 
for the reduction. \Vhat they should have done 
was to lower the tariff consirlerably where they 
wnnld have to compete with New Snut,h Wales. 
\Vhat course harl they aclopted betwce.n Brisbane 
ancl Ipnvich, and what course were they now 
red opting there? 'fhe Connuissioner told them 
that they carried cual :tt a lower rate than in any 
utheqmrtof the world, and it washis(l\Ir. Alaud',;) 
opinion that they were afraid to raise the rate. 
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It was on parts of the line where they came into 
competition with New South \Vtcles that the 
tariff shoulLl be reduced to as low a rate as 
possible if they wished to preserve the trade for 
themsel ve5. 

Mr. ANNEAU said he did not agree with the 
rer;mrk tha~ the Ipswich people, when thtJy 
bmlt a carnage, should not publish the place 
where it was made. 'rhe firm at IYiaryboron•'h 
and firms at Brisbane and other places we'";,e 
accustomed to put their names on a brass plate 
on the floor or sides of rolling-stock they built, 
and where the work was good there was no 
reason why they should be ushamed of it, and 
he was mther pleased to see the names put 
on the work. He would like the Minister for 
\Vorks to say how many carriages were built iu 
the workshops at Ipswich during the year, and 
whether they were built by contract or by day 
bbour. 

The MINISTER J<'OIC WOUKS said he was 
not in a position to give the exact number built 
in the Ipswich shop, but all built there were 
built by contract. There was no work done 
there with the exception of repttirs that was not 
done by contract; even to the turning of the tires of 
the \yheels, it was nil done hy cont'rnct ; ''nd the 
repnrrs only were done by clay labour. With 
reference to what the hon. member for Too
woomba had asked about the traffic, there was 
an increase in the traffic for the month of 
January, lSSH, of 4,547 tons, and the earni1ws 
decreased by £15,320. ~ 

Mr. ALAND asked what wus the <juantity of 
the coal traffic for tlmt time and for the previous 
twelve months ? 

The l\IINISTEU l<'OH WOHKS said he httd 
only t<Lken the month of January. 

Mr. ALAND asked if the Minister for \V orb 
could give the increased number of tons of coal 
trucked from Bunclanba as compared with the 
same time the previous year? 

The Ho~. J. M. MACHOSSAN: And how 
much more was received for the coul traffic? 

The MINISTER FOH WOUKS said he had 
not got that infornmt.ion, but there was an 
increase of traffic for January of 4,547 tons and 
a fttlling-off in the earnings of £G,320. ' 

Mr. l<'OOTE asked if the freight for coal wa.s 
lower this year than it was last year or the 
previous year? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
freight for coal had not been altered. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the Minister for Works 
had stated th":t the carriages built in the Ipswich 
shops were burlt by contract, and he would like 
to know if tenders were invite:l for the con
tracts, and if so where they were ad verti.,ed? 

The MINISTB;lt FOR WOEKS said that 
the tenders for the construction of carria"es 
built in the Ipswich workshops were invited 
amongst the men there emploved, but the areat 
proportion of the rolling -st;,ck was built bv 
private firms, and tender~ were invited in tl1e 
u:mal way. 

1\Ir. FOOTE said he understood the hon. 
member for Toowoomba to infer that the frei<Yht 
on the line from Brisbane to Ipswich was v~ry 
much reduced. He knew that the contrary wa.< 
the fact. The hon. member sngg-estec!' that 
whore the lines c.1me into competition with the 
neighbouring colony or with other carryino· 
companies the freight should be reduced. '.that 
hacl been done on the line between Brisbane an<{ 
Ipswich, and it had run the stemni.JOats off 
the river, and now people were compelled 
to use the railway only. But now the freight 

was 2s. Gel. a ton higher than had ever 
been charged on the steamboats. The hrm. 
member no doubt wished to see Ivswich saddled 
with every charge, and to see every reduction 
made in the case of 'roowoomba. He wouli 
like to know whether it was fact that produce 
was carried n,t the sm11e price from Toowuomba 
to Brisbane as from Lrtidley to Brisbane? 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS said there 
was a small difference between the rates; but it 
depended rt good deal upon the amount carried. 
If a truck-loarl was carried, the rate was about 
the same ; but if small quantities were carried, 
there was a slight difference. 

Mr. FOOTE: If " truck-load is t<tken, it is 
less from Toowoornba tu Brisbane? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No; the 
smne rate. 

Mr. EOOTE said that meant that the mte 
from 'T'oowoomba to Brisbane was about httlf 
that from Laidley to Brisbane, because the dis
tn,nce was about double. The hem. member for 
Townsville ought to be satisfied with that. The 
Minister for \Vorks professed to run Toowoomba 
clown in one way, but he patted them on the 
back with the other hand. It was <JUite time 
that the management of the rail ways should be 
in the hands of a commission ; they could then be 
worked very much better. He regretted the hon. 
member did not ask the Minister for \Vorb 
what was the cost of construction of the carriages 
made in the Ipswich workshop,;, and of the same 
class of carriages rrmde elsewhere pro 1·atd-that 
was, according to the work which hml been taken 
out. The hem. member seemed tu think that the 
workshops must be very troublesome to people 
living in Ipswich, bnt he conk! assure the hon. 
member that they did not feel the burden at all. 

Mr. HA:i\IILTO:N said that if the Govern
ment let work by contmct they should give every 
one a chance of doing it who was capable of 
doing it, and Ipswich was not the only place 
where they could make railway carriages. It 
appeared that the only persons who had the 
privilege of tendering were those employed in 
the Ipswich workshops. 

Mr. ALAND said he would defy the Minister 
for \Vorks, the locurnotive engineer, or anyone 
in the Government service, to tell the cost of 
the ca,rriageH 1nade in the I pswieh work:c;hops. 
They might make the calculation as nicely as 
they liked; hut he would not believe the figures. 
No doubt the figures would be honest enough, 
but there were a lot of things that bad to be 
taken into account. In the matter of rail way 
freight, he would point out that though 'roo
womnba had Ronw ad vantage in the carriage 
of produce down the line, they had no advantage 
in carriage up the line. r.rhe carriage on first-class 
goods-salt, flonr, bar-iron, ga.lvani~ed iron, and 
so on-was 5s. a ton to Ipswich, but to Too
woomba they had to pay 50s. a ton. In second
chess goods there was the same difference. Of 
course, the Governrnent were bound to get 
traffic between Brisbane and Ip.~wich, and he 
did not blame them for charging a differential 
rate. 

Mr. J<'OOTE : They do not charge a differen· 
tial rate. 

Mr. ALAXD said that if the charge was 50s. 
for lOO miles, the hon. member could not say 
that fls. wa~-; the prover pro]Jnrtion .for 22 or 28 
miles on the same line. He clid nnt blame the 
C:ovcrnntOnt; they nmst wm the raihvay, and if 
the stea111boats began to travel on the line again, 
he 8.11pposecl the Govcrnnwnt \vonld bring down 
the fares. 

1\Ir. J<'OO'l'E said the Guvemment would not 
be able to run them off the line again. 
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Mr. ALAND stLiu thtLt, after what they lml 
done ltLtely, the Government could do tLny 
nwrttLl thing. 

'rhe MINISTER FOR WOUKS said the diffe
renti~l rates were clmuged for the purpose of 
runmng the botLt' off the river; and when thtLt 
was done the rates were increased. 

Mr. MACFARLAKE said the hon. member 
for ToowoomblL defied the J'.Iinister for \Vorks, 
the engineer, tLncl lLll those concerned in the 
;vorkshops, _to tell the cost of. carriages produceel 
m the IpswiCh workshops. Did the hon. mem
ber giYe less credit to the men at the hetLd of the 
deptLrtment than to other business men '? In 
any ftLctory in the country they could tell what 
a~1y article cost when they ptLid the men by 
piecework, tLnd the whole work was done by 
piecework in the railway workshops. 

Mr. NO ETON: There is more than thtLt. 

Mr. MACFAULAKE sctkl he htLd called for 
the J>tLpers a yetLr or two ago, tLnd htLd showed 
tlmt everything WlLS done by piecework, and thtLt 
the cost of eYerything could be arrived at to the 
vtLlue of a ntLil. The whole of the bbour wtLs 
p::tid by the mtLn who took the contract, and 
where did the other items come in ? He did not 
see why the Commissioner for RailwtLys, the loco
motive foreman, ::tnd tLll the reot of them, should 
be less qualified to tell the vtLlue of tLn ::trticle 
mtLde tlmn tLny private company. Besides if 
they 11mcle inquiries from the hmtcls of the dep~rt
ments they would find thtLt nnt only were the 
CtLrriageomade ::tt the Ipowich workshops chetLper, 
but they were a!su better tlmn any others nmde 
in the colony, ::tnd it was only reasonable to sup
po:Jethttt they ;vould be. The appliances \V8re bettel' 
tlmn those in any pri vtLte workshop; tLnd the larger 
the workshop the cheaper they could work. The 
forenmn oYer 200 or 300 men could superintend 
them just as well as 20 or 30 in a private workshop. 
It Htood to re~tson, then, that the cturiage'4 could 
be made better ::tnd chmtper ; and it wtts ttlso a 
w_ell-known ftLct that the carriages nmde there 
rhd no~ returnlmlf so frerJuentlyforrepttirs ao tho,;e 
made m other workshops. He did not want to 
llring Ipswich Leforc the Committee unneces
sarily ; but they mnst htLve the workshops 
smnewhere; they must ha Ye the work done in 
one shop or ebe the cost of superintendence 
~ud working \vould be incrca,sed. Then as 
~hey h':d to lmve them somewhere, why not 
111 ]jJSWich as well as tLny other pl::tce? They had 
all the appliances; they had wtLter, ::tnd they lmd 
c<ml superior to tLny other in the colony ; so that 
everything wa,s in favour of having the shops 
there. Besides thtLt, it was in a centr::tl position · 
tLnd carriages could be sent from one end of th~ 
line to the other, either south or west. He did 
not want to ttLke up the time of the Committee 
in discussing the matter. It was his duty ~1s 
tt representative to defend his con,;tituency, 
but he dicl not wtwt to Lring it prominently 
fmwtLrd unnecesstLrily. 

Mr. NORTON ,;n,id no one wisl::tetl to depre
ciate the work clone tLt the I]•swich workshops, 
which w::ts really first-clasH; but the hon. mem
~Jer for 'roowf,onl11::t wa,s quite right \d1Pn he s:1id 
It w::ts impossible for the Minister to obtain the 
tLctutL] cost of the carriages turned out therP .. 
In getting cttrritLges from private builders, the 
~;overnment knew extLctly what they were pny
Ing- fur thmn. l'rlvn,tc contractors had a, con~ 
1·dderal1le sum. Inve;-;ted in plant, and in :-~uutling
in tender;.; thcv h:1(l tn look f()r inten:st nll th'c 
rnoney tiO invested m; a vortion of their proiit,"J. 
It w::ts impossible to mrtke tL calcnliltion of that 
kind in estilll<Ltiug the eo:-;t of carriage:-; tnrne(l 
unt fnnn the I p:-;wich wol'1.:::-;lwp...,, Thl're wa~ a 
vast 'mwunt in vested there in plant, awl tlw 
gretLter portion, if not the whole of it, was loan 

money on whkh the country was 1mying interest 
ye>~r by ye::tr. Then, >~gtLin, there wtLs the <pw~
tion of timber. 'rimber WlLS 1mrc!J<'"ed for the 
Ipswich workshops tLnd tLllowcd to lie there for 
two or three years. The interest on the money 
lying idle in th::tt ehape should tL!so be taken into 
consideration in estinmting the actutL] cost of the 
carriages turned out, tLnd there were mtLny other 
items of the stLme kind which it was utterly 
impossible to "ork out. 

Mr. LALOR asked when it WlLS intended to 
put Hleeping carriu,ges on the line between Ro1na 
and Dnlbydil!::t? 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS replie.cl that 
p::tssenger traffic between HomtL ::tnd the end of 
the line htLd fallen off to such ::tn extent t.htLt it 
would not be judicious to put sleeping carringes 
on the line at present. 

Mr. LALOR: But putting slee[1ing carriages 
on the line would be the metLns of incre::tsiug the 
ptLssenger tmffic. 

Mr. GllBIES c,::ticl he wished to ctLll tLttention 
to tL proceeding on the part of the tmffic mmmgcr 
which reC[uired exphtnation. Station-mastm·s 
at snudl stations on the line were recei vin~ 
sahtries mnging l1etween £80 and £100, with .£:l0 
for r1ua.rters. Besides acting as station-nl:tz,ters 
they performecl the < luty of llostnmsters, for 
which they receive<! some .£12 from the Postttl 
Department. Letters had been sent to ::t numuer 
of those station-masters, requesting them to 
remit the ::tmouht oent by the I'm;tal JJermrtment 
to the Traffic Department. Some of them de
murred to the request, when further letters were 
sent to the effect tlmt unless the money WlLS 
sent in it ~vould be deducted frmn their salaries. 
It might Le necessary to economise, now thtLt the 
railwa,ys were not paying so well as in previous 
years, but that was c~rtainly ecunornising in the 
wrong direction. They should begin at the top 
tLnd go down tu the bottom. He could nut 
umlerJttLncl the principle on which thtct money 
wa~ denutnded front the sta.tion~rna8ter~, seeing 
that it was received for services in no wa,y cmt
nected with the milw::ty. He should like to hettr 
tLn explanation from the J'.Iinioter for \Vork.s. 

The :1\IINISTER FOlt WOltKS stLid th::tt rct 
ono tirne station-nutster~ received a. stthtry as 
station-mtLstcrs aml some .t:12 or £20 tt year from 
the Postal Department. That dulL! 'ystem was 
not fonncl to work well, ::tnd the lt"ilwtLy Dcpm-t
mcnt now paid the entire sum, and charged the 
difference to the Post::tl Department. 

Mr. GIUMES s"icl he gathered from the 
information which h::td rettched him th::tt the 
station-nusters had ::tctlmlly lost the £12 which 
they formerly received from the I'ost::tl Dcpm-t
I>artrnent, their salaries rernaining as before. 

The MI}'\ISTJ~R FOH WORKS said tlmt 
whoever told the hon. member so hrcd misin
formed him. The st::ttion-nmsters had not been 
deprived of any of their e::trnings, bnt the;;· re
ceived the whole of the sum nuw through the 
Railway Deptertment. 

'rhe Ho~. J. 1\1. MACEOSSAN asked if 
that rule ctpplie<l to every station-master on the 
Sou them and Western line? 

The MIKISTER l''OR WOEKS: It ::tpplies 
to the whole of them. 

The HoN .. T. M. J'.IACROSSAK sr~i<l he would 
nc't ask if the sdwdule pl:~ced in their hanr1s 
V\'rt.S cmTcut? J t pl'of c,-.;,-;ed to ;..:how the total 
rcrnuueratinn, during lHO:)~G, of every public 
:·H~rra,nt holrl.ing rnorn than one office. Every 
~tatioll-llJaxter, therefore, lwlding llltll'C thau one 
ollicu slwnld lJe slwwn i11 tlmt Llocmucnt. "\ s 
to the qncotiun raised by tbe hun. member for 
Oxley, he hacl relLson to know thtLt the Minioter 
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for vVorks hud been mi"informed. He told the 
hon. gentleumn the bets of the case two years 
ago, and the hon. gentleman promised to see 
into the matter and set it right ; but he had not 
done so. The hon. gentlemun had been rub
informed. The rule did not apply to all station
masters on the Southern and vV estern line. 
He would select one etatinn-a station which he 
belieYed was in the hnn. member for Oxley's 
electorate-tl,e South Coast ,Junction station. 
The station-master there was put down at a 
salary of £98, "quurters and fuel Yalued at £20, 
post office, £12, telegraph office, £10." The 
total was £140, but leaving out the quarters and 
fuel, which were not cash, did that officer receive 
£120 per annum in cash, according to the 
schedule? Let the Minister ask his subordinates 
in the gallery if he did. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS suid the 
porter in charge at South Coast ,Junction had a 
salary of £98, quarters and fuel valued at £20, 
post office £12, and telegraph office £10. 

The HoN. J. M. MACI~OSSAN : Does he 
receive that? 

The MINISTER l<'OR WOHKS: I suppose 
so. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Perhaps 
the hon. gentleman would ask the traffic manager 
if letters had not been written to that man and 
others in the same position demanding the money 
pn,id by the Po~t and Telegraph Office~ to he 
returned? 

The MINISTER FOR WOEKS said the 
traffic manager informed him that he had not 
written to that station-rnaAer. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he would 
like to hear what information the hon. member 
for Oxley had on the subject? 

Mr. GlUMES said he had this information: 
that within twenty-five miles of Brisbane he 
could obtain no less than six such letters, if they 
would allow him to cut nut the names of the 
persons to whom they were written. 

The HoN. .J. M. l\IACIWSSAN s.:tid he 
thought the Minister for vVorks had better 
attend to the promi,,e he nmde to him (l\fr·. 
l\L,crossttn) two years ago on that very subject. 
Thm;c rnen hu.d been :;uffering for a long thne 
from what he might call a very mean kind of 
economy. If they were going to economise they 
should not begin with men who were receiving 
less than £2 a week. They should begin at the 
top of the tree, and not at the bottom and work 
upwards. The information the l\Iinister for 
vVorks had got he believed to be untrue. 

Mr. HAMILTON said that he also coukl cor
roborate the statement of the hon. member for 
Uxley. He had information from more than 
one of those station-master, that they had re
ceived letters requesting them to refund the 
allow,tnces referred to. He was aware of one 
instance where a person who was voted a salary 
of £100 a year, in addition to which he wtts in 
receipt of certain money from the Post Office 
after a certain time was requested by th~ 
station-master to return that money, and he 
did so under protest. Subsequently; when the 
hon. member fur Townsville took exception 
to that action about two years ago, tbe 
:Minister promised that he would look into 
it, but since then-not very long since-the 
officer he referred tu was agttin a.sked to return 
the money which he receivetl from the l'nKt 
Office Department, although the amount of hio 
Ralary was not in any way increased; he was 
receiving the same all along. He stated that he 
was unal1le to do HO ; and the traffic n1anagur, 
so thttt Jl':r"ou infmmed him (l\Ir. Hmuiltou), 
then applied to the Post Office for the money 

that was due to the man for the work he had 
performed. The Post Office Department refused 
Lo give it, and what action did he then 
tak!)? He reduced the salary which that 
Hou><e had voted for that officer by the amount 
which the Post Office paid him. '.rhat was the 
complaint that officer made to him, and he con
cluded by saying, "For Heaven's sake do not 
mention my name or I shall be dismissed !" He 
was satiofied that that officer would not have 
made that statement unless it was true. The 
hon. member for Oxley had nmde a similar state
ment, and the hon. member for Townsville lmd 
corroborated it by testimony in his pos8ession. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said when that matter 
was before the Committee two years ago a 
number of cases similar to those now mentioned 
were brought forward, and he had been given to 
understand by one of the heads of the depart
ment within the last twelve months that 
those persons were now paid that money. 
He was under the impression until that night 
that those small station masters aml mis
tresses were recmvmg fees from the Post 
and Telegraph Offices; but there must be 
some rnistmderstanding. It was quite evident 
from the statements that had been made that 
they were not ; yet the dep,tt·tment was nncler 
the impreHsion that they were; so that he 
thought the matter only required inquiring into 
and putting on a proper footing. He noticed on 
page 44 of the schedule that :Mrs. Cantwell, 
gatekeeper, Cooper's Plains, was put clown as 
receiving £,15; but if she did not receive the 
amounts vut down from the Post and Telegmph 
Offices, she would only get £13. 

'l'he HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN: '!.'hey ~'re 
not all paid alike. 

Mr. MACl<'ARLAJ'\E : That makes it all the 
worse. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
would investigate the mtttter and sec that it was 
put right. He wa8 not aware tlmt the salaries 
bad Leen reduced in any way ; he believed thtbt 
the officers were receiving the full amount they 
were entitled to. 

The Ho:\. J. M. MACROSSAN se~id the best 
way for the hon. gentleman to make ttn imtuiry 
was to send for the men of whom the hrm. mem
ber for Oxley would g·ive him the names. He 
believed that hun. member had the names of ,b]l 
the men who were suffering in that way nu the 
South Cmtst line. Let him give those names to 
the Minister, let the Minister send for those 
men, and then he would ascertain the truth-tlmt 
was, supposing the men would not be afraid of 
being disrnisBed. 

Mr. BLACK said that was a most extraor
dinary revelation. After what had been ste~tecl 
by the hon. members for Oxley and 'Too
woomba, there could be no doubt whatever that 
someone was perpetrating a most deliberate 
fraud on those poor men. At the same time 
they had the statement from the :Minister that 
the traf-fic n1anagcr denied knovving anything 
at all about it. vVho, then, wns obhtin
ing money under false pretences from those 
men? He could believe that there was un
dun bted truth in the statement that in several 
cases the money had been 2ent back to the 
department. \Vhe~t had become of the money? 
The tmffic manager said he knew nothing about 

The ::'IIINISTER FOR WOHKS :The statinn
nla:-;tcr ha;-; got it. 

Mr. BLACK said he hoped the Minister for 
vV ork; won!tlmake full im1uiry into the matter. 
He tlww:ht the hon. gcntlmmm had ucen lnuu
bnt-;·ged Ly Nmneone in hi::: Jevartnwut. The 
member fol" TownsvillehmllJOinted out, two years 
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ago, the great grievance frorn which those rncn 
Huffered. He could underHtand that those men 
who had been defrauded-he could use no milder 
term than that-of a portion of their small 
salaries, had been subjected to blackmail by 
someone in the ltailwcty Department, and he 
could well understand that they were almost 
afraid to be too loud in their complaints lest they 
should l1e rendereclli,1ble to dismissitl. He would 
accept the assurance of the J\Iinister for \Vorks 
that he would im1uire into thA matter. It was a 
most discreditable and extraordin<1ry thing tlmt 
it should lmve l1een allowed to go on for the 
length of time it appeared to have gone on, and 
that the Minister for \Vorks should know 
nothing about it. 

Mr. JESSOP asked if it was the intention of 
the J\1inister for \Vorks to make a refreshment 
room at the Brisbane station ? People from 
VVoollongabba, l{angaroo Point, and South Bris
bane, going by the first tt·ain in the nwrning, 
could not get even a cup of tea or coffee. 

'rhe :MINISTER FOR WOEKS said that the 
llaihnoy Department hitd had itn offer from a 
private individnal to conduct a refrcohment room 
for the accommodation of the pulJlic, and it WitS 
very pos.sible that the H'1ilw"'y Department 
would erect a building for that purpose. 

Question put and passed. 

MARYBOROUGH A:\"D GYMPIE HAlLWAY. 

The l\IINISTJ~R FOE \VORKS moved that 
there he granted to Her l\I:tjesty, for the senice 
of the year lSSG-87, c-1 sun1 not exceeding £37,D27, 
to defray the cost of salaries and nmintenance of 
the J\:bryborough antl Gympie Railway. There 
WitS an increase in the vote of only £1G7 over 
last year. 

Mr. J\IACJ<'ARLANE said he had heord com
plaints from several people, and had also seen 
it ventilated in the Press, that there were no 
refreshment rooms at some of the principal 
stations. Even at 13rislmne btc at night they 
could get nothing to refeHh the inner man. It 
would be well to hitve a refreshment room-not 
to compete with the public-houses by seiling 
intoxicating drink-where fruit a,nd t'mnething 
of that sort could be procured. It was well 
worthy of being thought m er. 

Mr. NORTOK said that gentlemen travel
ling in trains had cmnpbined to him, at cliHerent 
times, of the difficulty of getting water at tJ.w 
~tlltions where the train pulled up. .\t some 
stations water could be got, but it was Home
times so hot as to be undrinlmble. The Minister 
for \Vorks n1ight arrange to ha,ve snn1e provision 
for water in the train itself when it travelled 
long distances-in the guard's van for instance. 

The l\IINIST.Klt FOR \VOEKS sctid he saw 
no difficulty in haviug a wn,ter-bag hung np in 
the gmord's van for the itCCommodcttion of the 
public, and he would ende:wour to see it wets 
atteiHlccl to. 

Mr. NORTON : Not Gold Creek water, 
though! 

Question put and passed. 

BCKIJABEHG A:\"D j\IQCNT PEHHY HAIL\Vc\Y. 

The MINISTER ]'Oil \VORKS moved that 
there be granted a sum not exrcetling tl :;,4.)0 
for the s'ervice of the Bundaherg an(l l\fount 
J>crry lta.ihvay. There \V <:I·;,: a reduction in the 
vote of about £ii00 from last yeitr. 

l\Ir. NOH.TON saicl there w:1s tt reduction in 
the auwnnt for sta,tion-nHtstcn;, gual'dH, ]HJl'tl'n:. 

etc., of £100, and the nmnber of men employed 
waR the same as h1:;t year-twenty-eight. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that 
there were forty-t>ix last year mHl forty-four now. 

Mr. NOl~TON said tlmt in the tratHc depart
ment twenty-eight were employed last year itnd 
only twenty-eight now, while there wa~ a reduc
tion of £100. Could the hon. gentleman explain 
tlmt reduction? 

The MINISTER ]'OR WORKS said that 
some of the men had been promoted to other 
lines, and juniors had been employed iu their 
places. 

Mr. NORTON said there was one other 
matter. He noticed tlmt the locomotive foreman 
was dispensed with. \Vho did the work now? 

The MINISTER I•'OH. WOHKS said the 
locomotive forenun was dismissed for irregulari
ties, and a fitter had taken his place. 

Mr. NOR'l'ON: I hope he is fitter than the 
locmnotive foren1an. 

Question put and passed. 

OEKTHAL l\AILWAY. 

'rhe MINISTER J<'Oit WOltKS moved thitt 
£129,420 be granted for the Centritl Eailw'"Y· 
'rhere was an increase of £8,000, which wa:; 
required for n1aintenance in consequence of two 
additional sections having been opened since last 
year. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the vote 
they were discus,ing a few minutes ago passed 
rather quickly. 

Mr. NOltTON: The Minister hurried it up. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he did 

KO in ra.ther an unconstitnth 1nal way. There wa::; 
roorn for rrwre di~cus.-wion ::LH to the mnonnt of 
money the J\Iinister its ked for rail ways. Of 
comse, they had the assurance that every penny 
was required, and they lmd had it statement from 
the Coloni>tl Treasurer showing- the amount:; 
that were saved during bst yrar. Then the 
Premier came to the rescue and s~1id the amount 
saved out of nmintenance accounted for £49,000 
saved. Now, that could hardly be so. On the 
item just vassed, the officer charged with main
tenitnce stated tlmt the saving was £1(j 17s. a 
mile last year, so that it was a matter of simple 
calculation to discover how much was saved on 
the Southern and vVestern Uailway. Now, on 
the line they were discussilcg itt present the 
maintemtnce w~1s £13!) 3s. 9d.-say £HO per 
tnile in round figures. 

The l\IIXISTBR FOR WORKS: £147 per 
mile. 

The HoK. J. M. MACROSSAN: Well, the 
Commibioner said £13!J, or rather the retnrn 
which was attached to the Commissioner's report 
,.aid £139 3s. !Jd. He would refer the Minister to 
page 119 of the report of the Commissioner for 
Hailways, and there it would be seen from the 
Engineer's report on Inaintenancc-

" 'l'akin.~ the Central Rallway, therefore, a tan average 
for 188·1 of .£1]8 lls. tid. per mile. and for ltl85, as shown 
by Return B, a,t 1:t.11 average of £139 Ss. 9cl., U~o a:'crago 
cost of maintaining the Central Railway per nulc for the 
two years wa . ..;; £12'> 17s. Sd." 

That was for h~St year, so th'"t if the Minister 
had got any other return it WitS in contmclietion 
of the one he h:1d r1 noted. 

The MI?\lSTm:t FOH WOl~K~ : 1 hitve 
another rotnrn here. 

The HoN .. T. l\L :\L\CllO~~AK miri, acconl
irw to the 1·etnrn bitl ],eforc l'arli<emeut, the co"t 
r/'maintaining the Central line was £139 3s. Bel., 
and the avera~c for two y"ars '"" £128 17s. 8d. 

'rlw MINlS'l'l~H, FUR WOHKS "'"id the 
reLnrn he had o·a.ve the co~t of rnainta.ining the 
Central line f~r 1Sl:l5 a,; £1-10 1l:l,;. lld. 
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The HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAN: What page 
is that? 

'l'he MINISTER FOR WORKS : And in 
the Commissioner's report it was put Llown at 
,£140 1Gs. 5d. There was not much difference. 

The Hox .• J. M. MACHOSSAN: They should 
be the same. \Vhat page in the Commissioner's 
report did the hon. gentleman refer to? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Page 17. 
The Hox .• J. J\I. J\IACROSSAN said he 

found at page 17 exactly what he found at page 
119. He found the Central Rail way cost for 
maintenance £132 3s. 9d. 

Mr. BLACK : The hon. the Minister is 
quotinl.i from theN orthern Hail way. 

The HoN. ,T. M. MACROSSAN said they 
would not dispute about a few shillings, but the 
hon. gentleman had been grouping the whole of 
the Northern railways, while he had been taking 
the Central Railway alone. Could not th~ 
l'viinister make a reduction upon the total cost of 
tlmt Central line? Cnuld he tell them what was 
the s:wing upon it for last yen,r ?-because it was 
a fact that that line cost less for mainten;cnce 
than the Southern and \V estern line, though it 
had also cost less for construction. 

The l\UNISTER FOR WORKS said he 
must ask hon. mernucrs to t"ke into considem
tion the "dditional length of line that had to 
be provided for. There was 65 miles addition"! 
length of line to be nmintained. 

The HoN. J. M. MAOROSSAN: On the 
Central line ? 

The MINISTER FOR WOllKS: Yes; there 
was a ~oction of the brrmch line to Springsnre 
to be nmint,ined, and there was a section of the 
line opened to Barcaldine on the Sth of the 
month, which made in all an n,dditionallength of 
Gil miles to provide for. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he did 
not suppose there was any nse in their trying to 
rnduce the estimate if the Minister for \Vorks 
would not consent to the reduction. They knew 
that it was in vari,bly trying to lead a forlorn 
hope to attempt to retlnce an estimate where the 
Minister in charge of it did not consent to the 
reduction. Allowing that the 65 miles would 
te~ke as much "-S the part of the line which had 
been opened for years-though it would hardly 
do that, seeing that both the extensionito Barcal
dine and the Springsure branch section were 
hoth more or less surface lines, and there would 
conse([uently be little co't upon them during the 
remainder of the year, unless they had very bad 
weather-but taking it at £140, it would not 
then amount to £10,000, and the Minister for 
\Vorks was asking for a good deal more. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS said he was 
s"tisfied it would take the whole of the money 
asked for to keep the line in order, "nd he would 
take good care it was kept in order. The safety 
of the public required it, and he would be no 
pm-ty to allowing the line to get into bar! order 
by any che~.<eparing n,nd cutting down of ex
penses. Th"t VnlR the last department in which 
they should attempt a reduction, eond the hem. 
member must know very well that it as 
dangerous to let the lineR get out of order. 

The HoN. J. J\L MAOHOSSAJX said that no 
one on his side wished that the line should not be 
kept in good order, and the J'vlinister for Works 
would not be justified in "llowing it to get out 
of order. They were, however, simply judging 
from the experience of last year. They had 
"dditional lengths of line to provide for every 
year, and last year "-S well as this year. Some 
years they had more to provide for than in 

others, but he thought the average now was from 
1GO to 180 miles a year. Last year there was an 
additional length as well as this ye,r, and then 
the Minister for \Vorks thought that the whole of 
the money voted would be wn,nted. It was not 
wanted, and they were only judging by the 
experience of last year in thinking the whole 
of the money asked for the present year would 
not be wanted. If the Minister for \V orb insisted 
that it would be wanted, it was no use their 
saying any more. There was another question 
he would like to ask in connection with the 
Central Railway. They had a petition pre
sented yesterclay asking that the railway should 
be made to \V in ton, and that petition was the 
outcome of the survey ordered by the Minister 
for \Vorks to be made to Winton. He hardly 
thought the Minister for Works intended to 
comply with the prayer of that petition, but he 
would like to have his assurance that he did not 
intend to comply with it. 

The MINISTEH l<'OH WORKS said he be
lieved it would h"ve been right to have diverted 
the line towards \Vinton; but, as the plans to 
the Thomson had been sent down and approved 
of by the House, he did not intend to interfere 
with them in any way. 

Mr. NORTO:N said that he had had the 
honour of presenting the petition referred to, 
which had been sent to him by the hon. member 
for Gregory with the request thn,t he would pre
sent it on his behalf. The hon. member for 
Gregory did not agree with the prayer of the 
petition, as his idea was that the line should go 
as far as the Thomson, and it might be bken 
from there to \Vinton afterwards. He would 
point out that the hon. gentleman had only him
self to blame for having the petition sent down; 
"nd it struck him yestm·day that no one seemed 
more surprised than the Minister for \Vorks that 
anyone in the colony could be found to agree 
with him in the opinion that the line should 
be made to \Vinton instead of going to the 
Thomson. 

Mr. STEVEKSON s>ti<l the Minister for 
Works had told them some time ago, as n, reason 
why he Llill not bring forward the p!,ns for the 
extension of the Central Hailwn,y when he 
brought forward the plans for railways sub
mitted to the Houee, that he had a surveyor 
reporting upon the route from Barcaldine to 
\Vinton. He would like to know now whether 
the hon. gentleman had received any report 
from that surveyor since. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS said he had 
received a very favoumble report from the sur
veyor, who had been over the line, and who 
agreed exactly with his own opinion, thn,t it was 
the proper direction to take. The surveyor 
reported that the line should branch off about 8 
miles from Barcaldine, and go direct to Win ton; 
but as the plans had passed throngh the Honse, 
he had no desire to tampe,- with them in "ny 
way. 

Mr. STEVENSON : Will the hon. gentleman 
be good enough to lay the report of that surveyor 
on the table? 

'l'he niiNISTER FOR WOUKS : I think I 
will keep that myself. 

Mr. NOltTO:c\: Oh no ; let ns he,ve it. 
The MINISTER FOR \VOHKS: You can 

haYe it if you like. 
The Hox. J. l\L MACROSSAN said that 

he would give the Minister for Works a little 
information. He was a little out of order, but 
he hoped he would ue excused. 'rhere was 
"' very long discussion on the previous day 
on the subsidies given to gold-mines, and the 
hon. gentleman stated that he was informed 
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by the officers of the Mines Department that the 
Thn O'Conncll mine was subsirlised. He {Mr. 
Macrossan) had just had a telegmm put into his 
hamls which said the Dan O'Connell mine was 
not subsiclisecl, and that the shareholders refused 
any subsidy. He hoped that information was 
cone] usi ve. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that 
what he stat~d wn,s that the Dan O'Connell 
mine was one selected by the geological sur
veyor and the mining surveyor as being suitable 
for deep sinking. 

Mr. NOHTON said that was what the hon. 
gentleman might have intended to say, but at 
any rate the hrm. gentleman hac! misled him in 
the matter. He thought the hon. gentleman 
sairl it was one of the mines that had received 
assistance from the Government, because the 
hon. gentleman did not mention all that har! 
been recommended. Some that he (Mr. Norton) 
knew \Vere recmnn1ended for assistance were not 
mentioned by the hrm. gentleman, and he thought 
the list of mines the hon. gentleman read were 
those which hac! received assistance from the 
Governn1ent. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
hon. member had misunderstood him. What he 
sairl was that the mine was recommended as one 
snit>tl1le for deep sinking~to be pnt clown from 
500 feet to 800 feet at £4 a foot, and so on. No 
applic:ttion had been received from the mvners 
of the mine ~ they applied for nothing and 
received nothing. 

Mr. HAMILTON said it appeared to him to 
be a farce to select a mine to expend money 
on--

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not 
in order. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Other hon. members have 
spoken on the subject. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for 
Townsville asked permission to refer to it. He 
has done so, and the Minister has replied, so that 
this discussion is out of order. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Very well; I will take up 
a little time to.m,n.,-ow. 

1\Ir. STEVENSON said that as the hon. 
member for Leichhardt, Mr. Scott, was not 
present, he would like to ask the Minister for 
\Vorks when the Springsure line was likely to 
be opened? 

The MINISTER FOR \VORKS said a section 
of the line was opened to l<'ernlees on the 8th of 
this month. ' 

Mr. STEVEKSON: When is the remaining 
part likely to be finished? 

The MINISTEH FOR WORKS sr~id the 
contractor had thrown up the contract, as he wn,s 
unable to pay his men. He wrote requesting the 
Government to take the line over; there was 
a proper agreement signed; and they would 
complete it at his risk. It woulrl be pushed 
forward with all pos,ible speed. 

Mr. STEVENSON : How much of the line 
remains to be completed? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : From 18 
to 10 miles. 

::\Ir. STEVENSON: Can the hrm. gentleman 
give any idcit when it will be completed? 

The MINISTEn J<'OR WORKS: In abont 
eight or nine nwnths. 

The HoN. J. M. l\IACROSSAN Ritid he 
saw there was a subdivision of the locomotive 
department, thg same as in the Southern and 
\V estern vote, for the workshops at Rockhamp
ton-coach and wn,ggon bnilders, carpenters, and 
so on. 'VV ere carriages and rolling-stock made at 
Rockhampton the same as at Ipswich? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Only 
goods and tin1ber waggons-no cn.rriages. 

The HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAN asked if they 
were made by day-work or piece-work? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
found on inquiry that the making of rolling
stock had been abandoned, and the shops were 
used only for repairs. 'VVhatever rolling-stock 
was required was clone by contract. 

The HoN. J. :M. MACROSSAN said he was 
very glad to hear it, and he would be very glad 
to hear of the same thing being done in I~s
wich. However good the rolling-stock macle m 
Ipswich might be, it would give more satisfaction 
to the general public and the members of the 
House if it were made outside. There would be 
more confidence then in the cost than there was 
now. He did not think the Government should 
make any more stock, so long as they could get 
it made by contractors outside; they should 
confine themselves to repttiring the stock they 
had in hand. 

Question put and passed. 

NORTHERN AND CARPEO!'I'ARIA DIVISION. 

The l\HNISTJ~R FOR WORKS moved thott 
a snm not exceeding .£1, 200 be grantc<l for the 
Engineer's Department, Nnrthern and Carpen
taria l)i vision. 

Mr. HAl\HLTON said that when some time 
ago the hon. member for Musgrave asked the 
Minister for Works when tenders would be 
cotlled for the second section of the Cairns to 
Herberton Railway, the Minister for 'VVorks 
said he expected to be able to invite them next 
October. He would like to know whether 
tenders hac! been invited for the second section, 
and if not when the hon. gentleman expected to 
be able to invite them ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied that 
tenders had been invited for the second section 
of the Cairns and Herberton lhilway, and would 
be opened on the 2nd January. 

The Ho01. ,J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
observed that the salary provided on the esti
mate for the Chief Engineer was £900. Did that 
officer receive anything from loan? 

The MTI'\ISTER FOR WORKS : Yes. 

The HoN .• J. M. MACROSSAN : Does he 
receive the same tobl salary as the Chief Engi
neer for the Southern and Centml divisions? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They are 
each paid £900 from revenue and £500 from loan, 
making a total in each case of £1,400. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN asked where 
Mr. Hannam was located, or likely to be 
located? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied that 
no offices hac! yet been erected. Mr. Hannam 
hac! been occupying a tent, occasionally at 
Cairns and occasionally at Cooktown. As he 
hn,d mentioned earlier in the evening, Mr. 
Hannam had suggested thn,t his headquarters 
should be at Cairns, but, in his (Mr. Miles's) 
opinion, Townsville was the proper place for the 
rail way offices of the North. 

The Ho~ .. J. M. l\IACROSSAN sairl he quite 
a~reed with the hon. gentleman thn,t Townsville 
\~~s the proper place, and Cairns a very improper 
place, for the Chief Engineer of the division, 
seeing that he would have to take charge of the 
Cloncurry line, which could be much more easily 
reached from Townsville than from Cairns. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he could hardly agree 
with the hon. member for Townsville on that 
point, seeing that the Cairns railway~which, 
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according to the Ministrr for \Vorks, was the 
greatest engineering work ever attetnpted in 
l~ueensbnd-would require the Chief Engineer's 
immediate supervision. \Vhat he wante<[ to ask 
now was, when would the J\Iinistor for \Vorks be 
in a position to invite tenders for the third sec
tion of the Cooktown Rail way? 

The :iVHNISTER FOR WORKS: Not until 
the permanent survey is completed. 

Mr. HA2'11ILTON said he was ::tware of that, 
but the residents of Cooktown were very anxious 
to know when that was likely to be. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS sai<l it was 
impossible to say exactly when tenders would bo 
invited for that section. He could not say when 
the permanent survey would be completed, but 
the work was being gone on with. 

Question put and passed. 

NORTHER!'I RAILWAY. 

The 1\IINISTER FOR WORKS moved th::tt 
£72,~02 be granted for the Northern ltailway. 
The increase in the vote was mainly due to the 
incre::tsed cost of n1aintenance owing to the 
length of line that had been opened cluring the 
year, £2!1,545 being required dnring the present 
year, as against £24,102 last year. That was the 
only increu,r..:;e, with the exception of a su1n re~ 
quiro<l for ::tdditional men. 

The Ho:<~. J. M. NIACROSSAN said there 
\Va.R an increasP, not only in the iten1 of main
tenance, but over the entire vote. Dut he had 
nothing to say against the increaRe, beyond what 
ha<l been said :>bout the increases on the other 
lines, and it was no u::::e in attetnpting to decreaRe 
it in any way. He noticed a smlden jump in 
the "alary of the clerk and paymaster from £120 
to £300. No doubt some reason would be 
aHsigned for it, but it seerned a very great jurnp; 
he hardly knew how a competent man could 
have been obtained before for £120. The store
keaper who had been there from the opening of 
the line was receiving the same salary-£200-
which he httd been receiving all along. He men
tione<l the case two years ago to the iVIinister for 
vVorks, who promised to im1nire into the merits 
of that officer ::tnd the amount of work he had to 
do; but no increase had resulted yet from th:>t 
inquiry. The storekeeper on the Northern line 
was receiving £100 less th:>n the storekeeper on 
the Central line, anJ £12,) le's than the store
keeper on the Southern ::tnd vV estern line, and 
when the line was opened to Hughenden he would 
have to attend to the stores for 2GO miles of mil
way. That officer \:Vas deserving of an increase. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had 
no don bt the storekeeper's salary ought to be 
increased, but in consequence of the had times 
thnt had prevailed, the Government, in framing 
the Estimates, came to the conclusion not to 
make any increases, excepting inn very few cases 
where a distinct promise had been made. vVhen 
the Estimates were under consicter::ttion next 
year he would take care that that officer was put 
down for an increase. 

The HoN. ,T, M. MACROSSAN said he ac
cepted the promise, and he could assure the hon. 
gentlen1nn that he knew the oH1cer in r1nu:-:;tion to 
be a good officer, and thoroughly deserving of an 
increase. 

question put tmd passed. 

MACKAY RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
£12,G03 be granted for the J\bckay Hailway. 
There was a.n increase in the itern of "rnainten
ance of the permanent way " ; the amount down 
for last year being for six months only, and there 
were five addition::tl hands employed. 

Mr. BLACK said he would like to ::tscertain 
from the :Minister whether the department 
proposed doing anything to Llevelop the traffic 
upon that line to a greater extent than hnd 
been done hitherto. He might mention that 
at the present time the bullock-teams were 
running the rail way off. In the case of the 
line between Bl'isbane and Ipswich, the Govern
ment being deterwined to run the steamers off, 
had made certain concessions. But then, of 
courRe, Ipswich was nearer the seat of govern
ment, and if anything required attention it was 
taken in hand at once. It was ::tnticipatecl thttt 
the Mackav Railway would give a consider::tble 
return in the way of traffic, and he nmin.taine? 
that even with a very smnll amount of mtelh
"ence the line would still give a good re
turn upon the inve"tment. The :Minister 
for \Vorks had been there and h::td stated 
what he considered ought to be done to 
divert the traffic. He knew the head of 
the department (Mr. Cnrnow) visited the place 
and came to the conclusion that with a little 
intelligence a very large un1onnt of traffic could 
be carried upon the railway. At present they 
saw the trains running backwards a!Hl forwards 
every d::ty, ::tnd alongside the line t~ams . vy~re 
taking in hunclredH of tons of sugar. No fac1htieR 
\V Ore given for lortding sugar on the trucks, and 
he thought it was a great pity. He should he 
n1aking rr gre;tt 1nistake if he allowed the vote to 
]mss silently, because hon. members would he 
under the impression thr1t the lino was paying 
well when, instead of that, there was an actual loss 
upon it, which there was no necessity there should 
be. He wished to know if the Minister would look 
into the matter, and do something to get the 
traffic which wets undoubtedly there. There were 
10,000 or 12,000 tons of sugar from the south 
side of the river alone, which could be carried 
under intelligent tnanagenwnt, and then there 
would be the back loaLling, which would be con
sid~rable. There were al"o several thousand 
tons of cord-wood, which might be carried, as 
well as huge quantities of sugar-cane. If any 
facilities \vere given to thmm requiring to senU 
cord-wood or sugar it would be one of the best 
paying lines in the colony. 

The ~1I~ISTER FOR WORKS said the 
Railway Department were ende;wouring· to do 
all in their power to accommodate the sugar
planters, and get them to send their produce by 
rail. The mills were a considerable distance 
from the line, and several of them were not a 
long· distance from Mackay, and it would not 
pay them to cart their sugar to the railway and 
load and unload it, unless branch lines were 
made. Even if the railway were taken right 
into the mills, the planters would want to bar
gain about the price the sugar should be carried at. 
He had tried all he possibly could to meet their 
views, but he could not treat people in theN orth 
one way and tho.qe in the South in another way. 
·what the sngar·planters at Mackay wanted 
was that everything should be done at the 
cost of the country, an<l that was rather too 
much. The Government would be glad to meet 
them in any way possible. Even if they ran 
branch lines right into the mills the phnters 
would ~ay" \Ve will not give yon 1nore than so 
and so for c:trrying· om produce." The hon. geutlc
nmn knew very well that the Railway Department 
had done all it was possible to do, becnnse tlmt 
was a line that required mm;in", and should 
receive all rettsonable assistance. The Govern
ment could hm·Llly make such a distinction 
between the people of Mackay and the people of 
the South as to build rail "''Y' into the mills. 

Mr. BLACK said he could not allow the 
remarks of the hon. gentleman to pass without 
some explanation. The hon. gentleman said the 
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planters of Mackay wanted the Government to 
take the lines right into the mills, and then, he 
thought, they would h1Lve the Government at 
their mercy so br as freights were concerned. 
They knew what had been done in two C1Lses. 
The Government did run a branch line into the 
M arion mill, and 1Lnother into the Victorh 
mill, 1Llld had there been any case of repudh
tion ? In the case of the Mm·ion mill, the 
owners agreed to pay the Government Gs. per 
ton extra upon every ton they sent down until 
the cost of the line was p1Lid. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You are 
quite right. 

Mr. BLACK said there had been no attempt 
at repudiation, and other planters were willing 
to do the same thing. 'What was the state of 
affairs at present? They knew sugar-mills had 
a great deal of produce, such as cord-wood and 
sugar, and they were not at a great distance from 
the railway line, as the hon. gentleman knew. 
They varied from 200 yards to 300 yards, and 
not one of them was more than half a-mile mvay; 
but there was not even a siding for a train to 
stop and take in ten tons or fifte(m tons of sugar. 
There were mills alongside of the line, and 
yet if they wanted five tons of goods the 
train would not stop to discharge them, 
because there were no facilities offered-nothing 
like those that were offered down south. He 
travelled up to Gympie the other day from 
Maryborough, and was pleased to see the facili
ties that were given to the people along the line 
there. There were sidings every few miles. 
Anyone having log-timber, sawn stuff, or any
thing else, had the convenience of a siding; and 
quite right too. But there was nothing of the sort 
on the:Mackay line. One case had happened which 
he thought justified to some extent the harsh 
renmrks of the l\1inister for vVorks. On one of 
the estates there an understanding was come to 
that if the Government put in a siding the 
owners of the plante~tion would, at their own 
expense, carry a branch line down to the milL 
The Government c>1rried out their part of the 
contract ; but financial difficulties prevented the 
owners of the plantation from carrying out their 
pnrt. They were not able to construct the 
branch line, and he thought that the Com
mittee would be rather astonished to hear 
the result. After the Government had ex
pended £200 or £300 in putting up an expensive 
siding, instead of regretting that the owners of 
the plantation were un::tble to construct the 
branch, what dirl they do? They pulled up the 
siding, and stacked the rail;; and sleepers alongside 
the line ; in fact, they destroyed the Government 
property. That was a most extraordinary thing 
to do. It happened that heavy wet weather set 
in, and the planters would have been very glad 
to have made use of the line, but there was no 
siding, and they were unable to do so. He did 
not think there wrts a similar case on record, 
where a Government considered themselves justi
fied in acting in what he considered a rnost nn
neccssarily vindictive nmnner, and in destrCJying· 
their own pr<~perty. It flid no particular harrn to 
the planter, bnthe couL1 assure the Cmrnnittee that. 
that was very much the policy the Government 
seemed to adopt in connection with th<tt line. 
There was no doubt the traffic WC\8 there. They 
had heard it explained that afternoon that it 
had been considered necessary to nurse 
the coal tmffic of Ipswich, and very rightly 
too; but there was not the least attempt 
made to do anything of the sort at Mackay. 
If the people there would not do exactly 
what the Government suggested, they were 
told they were trying to take advnntage of 
the Government-that if the Government ran 

bmnches into their mills they would take advan
tage of the Government. It stood to reason that 
if a planter had "' line going to his mill to take 
away his sugar and lJring in cane fron1 a nun1ber 
of farms in that neighbourhood, that he would 
make use of it. The GoYermnent had not 
attempted to do anything of that kind. The 
time would come when that line would, with 
intelligent management., develop into one of the 
best paying lines in the colony. He admitted 
that it was a different style of traffic to anything 
the Government had on existing lines. In no other 
place were there such huge quantities of produce 
of different kinds that could be carried on the 
railway line, but only for a short distance. Of 
course, that was the difficulty. The planter 
naturally said, "If I have to cart my sugar 
half-a-mile, I might just as well take it three 
or four miles further into town." That was 
the position. But if branch lines could b&taken 
into the mill-yards, not at the expense of the 
Government, but at the expense of the planters, 
on the terms the Government had already 
adopted, and which had worked very satis
bctorily, the line would undoubtedly become 
one of the best paying lines in the colony. 
The experiment that had been made in that 
direction had proved very satisfactory; but for 
some unexplained reason the Government had 
declined to go further, and the consequence was 
that the line, which had cost about £130,000-"'t 
all events, a considerable sum of money-waslying 
comparatively useless-not used to one-tenth the 
extent it might b~ used. He thought that the 
Minister for \Vorks was not at all studying the 
interests of the whole colony in that matter by 
allowing that railway to remain unremunerative 
when it might be developed into a very useful 
and profitable line. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there 
was no satisfying the people about Mackay, 
because not only did they expect the Government 
to build branch lines to their mills, but also to 
supply them with cheap labour. With reference 
to the two mills the hon. gentleman had spoken 
about, it suited their purpose to send their 
produce, by rail, because they were at the head of 
the line, and it would not pay them to send in 
their sugar by ordinary carriage. They simply 
used the line because it suited their purpose. If 
the Government were to carry out what was 
proposed by the hon. member for Mackay, and 
build branch lines into the mills there, they 
would have to refund the whole of the money 
that had been paid by private individuals for 
carrying branches into sawmills and to coal-pits 
in other parts of the colony. Those people had 
just as much right to have branches con
structed to suit them as the sugar-pl1Lnters 
had. \Vhat, in the name of goodness, had the 
sugar-planters done that the Government should 
build branch lines into all their mills ? With 
reference to the siding which the hrm. member 
mentioned as having been pulled up, the facts of 
the case were that the gentlem"n referred to 
enteretl into"'" arrangement with the Railway 
l)eparbncnt., .that if they would put in a siding 
he woulrl by down r. line into his mill to take 
the trdllc tn the milway. As soon as the 
dcparttnt~nt }JUt up the ~iding~ he turned round to 
the c:trriers and said, (' Now, if you do not take 
my ;;ngar at a ccrt,.,in price, I shall send it 
all by rail," and, of course, he heat the carriers 
down. The hon. member for l'llackay knew per
fectly well that the moment the department put 
in that siding the gentlenmn referred to beat 
down the carriers to a price that suited his own 
purpose, and the R"ilway Department was not 
going to nllow him to maintain that kind of 
intimidation over the carriers. That was the 
reason why the siding was pulled up. 
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The Ho~. J. M. MACROSSAN so,id they 
were now o,skecl to vote £12, GO.~ for the Mo,clmy 
Railway. That was a positive fact, anrl he pre
sumed the Minister would tell the Committee 
th<ct that money would be all spent. He (:VIr. 
Jliiacrossan) would assume that it would be spent. 
At the same time they would have to expend in 
interest upon the construction of the line nearly 
£7,000, so that there would be close upon £20,000 
to be spent in one yeo,r on the Muckay Railway. 
Now, what were the receipts from it? He thought 
he was leaving a very good 1nargin when he said 
about £100 a week, say £&,000 a year. That would 
leave a deficiency of £15,000 to be made up by the 
general taxpayers of the colony. That was the 
question they had to consider. He was extremely 
sorry tu heur the Minister for \V orb talk as if 
he had some dislike to the Muclmy planters. It 
wus not n, question of the Mackay planters at 
all ; it was a question of trying to muke that 
railway, which oug·ht to be a profitable one, pay 
its working expenses and interest on the cost 
of construction. He (Mr. Jli1acrossan) had no 
doubt, when he proposed the construction of 
that line, that it would pay. He believed that 
with different mmugement it conld be made 
to pay. He quite believed what the hon. mem
ber for Mackay said about the large amount of 
produce there 'was to be carried short distal!ces 
from plantations at different parts of the hne, 
and he <lid not think the Mini,ter for \Vorks was 
quite justified in saying that he could not do one 
thing fort he ::'iiorth and anotherthingforthe South, 
because the rule laid down as to the cost of vut
ting in sidings was not a rule laid clown by Act 
of P1trliament. It wns a rule laid down by the 
Minister himself. He did not think it was one 
that shoul<l not be cteparted from. It had been 
departed from in some cases already, and it was 
a <JUestion whether it shou!tl not be departed 
from agctin, if by doing so they could make that 
n, profitable railway instead of being unprofitable 
to the tune of £1ii,OOO a year. The Minister 
for \Vorks should consic1er that verv seri
ously. It was not a question of accommodnting 
the JVIackay sugar-pbnters at nil. It was a 
<[uestion of trying to get back the money they 
were obliged to pay in working expenses and in 
interest on what the line had cmt. If the Minister 
for \V orks could .see his wny hy breaking the rule 
which he or some former ~Minister had imposed 
on himself to get that trctffic he woul<l be per
fectly jnstified in doing so. He (1\Ir. Jliiacros,an) 
hoped he would consider the matter very 
seriously, and try if he could not make that 
railway po,y. He wccs quite certain it would 
pay with different management. 

The :MINISTER FOR WOHKS snid he must 
confess he had some difficulty in running branch 
railways into the sugar-planters' mills, while he 
refused to put branch lines into timber-yards uncl 
snrw-mills. He did not Hec whv HUQ'al·-planter~ 
shoulci nave any preference over- an)? other 
persons in the comn,unity. He had tried t,, 
meet them in every possible way, because 
he believed that was cc railway which required 
nur.sing to get traffic to it. He had made 
cc proposition to the owners of mills that if 
they would giYe a title t.o the land of the 
bmnch lines he would feel inclined to put them 
in, because the Government would then have 
them tLS their own property. But there was no 
appron,ching th8!n ; they won1d tlo nothing. Ho 
hnd not the sli'ihtest douht tlmt if the ftailway 
Department put branch lines into the mills they 
would say, "If you don't cttrry our produce at 
our prices you won't g-et the traffic." He lmd no 
trouble in dealing with other people, bnt it was 
not easy to deal with those gentlemen. There 
were two mills at the head of the line, where it 
suited their purpose to agree to the department's 
rules, because they could not get their produce 
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carried by carriers at t~e same rate. If the 
other planters would act m the same way there 
would be no difficulty. 

Mr BLACK said the hon. gentleman, pro
bably. unintentionally, made a s~ight n:1istake 
when he spoke of those two .nnll~ be!ng at 
the head of the line. The VJCtona nnll was 
near the head of the line, but the Valley 
mill did not make use of the line, for they 
sent all their sugar to lYiackay in drays. The 
hon aentleman said it would not suit to 
establi~h a different system at Maclmy in 
respect to puttina in branch lines from other 
parts oi the colo;y, Ther_ein _he differe~ from 
him. He had always mmntamed that 1t was 
necessary to modify ?'mditions in. accordance 
with the different reqmrements of d1fferent parts 
of the colony. However, the hon. gentleman 
ha<l actually done what he said l!e wo~ld ~ot do. 
He had clone it in two cases m whrch 1t had 
proved entirely su?cesssful. In ti1ose two cases 
he pnt in branch lines to be repaid by an agre~
ment to pay fis. per ton extm. on the sugar until 
the cost of the line was pard for. There had 
been no attempt at repudiation in either of those 
cases. The other mill-owners said, "If you do 
the same with us we will he only too glad to 
avail ourselves of the line." The hon. gentleman 
said if the planters would give the land the 
branch lines would be made. The phnters 
would he only too glad to accept that offer, hnt 
it had not been made to them. The offer made 
was this: If the planters would ~·ive the ln,nd the 
Government would find the rmls and sleepers, 
and the planters were to. be at the. expense of 
laying them down, wh1le the lme wa.l to 
belung to the Government. That was cc very 
different offer to what the hon. gentleman now 
snid he was prepared to make. He had no 
hesitation in saying that if the Government 
would ccccept the land which the phtnters would 
vrobably be most willing to give, there would he 
no further ditlicnlty. He could ccssure the hon. 
"entlernan he had· done cell he could with the 
Jepttrtment to arrive at a solution scctisfactory tu 
the Government ccncl the pbnters. He was cer
tain that the line could be developed into one of 
the best paying lines in t)le colony. If the h9n. 
"entleman would repeat m correspondence wrth 
the planters the offer he ha~l made tha~ evening 
there would be an end to rt. He believed the 
phtnters would gbclly ccccept the y;·oposal 
instead of having the line almost t~w rHhenle_ of 
the diMtrict, with bullock-tmuns going along-s1?o 
on the road taking thousands of tonr-; of sug::tr In 

the course of three or fonr months. It was not 
very credibble to the de1;artment that su?h a 
state of things should en<t when, by a little 
mntnal conciliation, the line could be made a 
most successful one. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said if the 
hon. member when he returned home would endea
vour to brinO' the planters together and make 
some proposition he would be very glad indeed 
to enterbin it and endeavour to come to some 
armnaement with them. He had tried to do so in 
all sh~pes and forms and had not been succeRsf?l, 
because nothina would plt'ase them but to bmld 
a railway into" their mills. He _did not think it 
fair to the rest of the commumty to do so. . If 
the hem. member would promise to consult wrth 
those who Wflntorl bmnch lines into their mills 
and convey a proposition to him, he would be 
ghul to entertain it, and come to some con
clu::;ion. 

Mr. NOR TON said he thought, if the planters 
were prepared to pay the cost of cor:structing.the 
lines, the Minister for \Vorks .rmght cons1dor 
their offer. He understood that m the two cases 
where lines had been laid down to the mills the 
planters had paid the cost-nut in a lump sum, 
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but in an extra price per ton for the carriage of 
their goods. Of course, it was rather a difficult 
thing to apply a new principle that had not been 
applied everywhere; and he thought the Minister 
for \Vorks was right in declining, without great 
consideration, to make a different arrangement in 
one locality to that which was made in other 
localities. As it was shown that the line as it at 
present stood was a dead loss to the country, 
the hon. gentleman might well consider whether 
he could not extend the principle of constructing 
branch lines to the mills, on the understamling 
that the planters paid in instalments as it were. 
He took it that in that way the hon. gentleman 
would get some security for the repayment of the 
money. 
Th~JYIINISTER:B'OR WORKS: Theguaran· 

tee is worth nothing. 
Mr. NOR TON said that in the two cases in 

which the experiment had been tried it seemed 
to answer very well on the hon. gentleman's own 
showing, and it waH well worth running smne 
risk in order to make the line remunerati vc. 
That was, of course, an exceptional line. The 
member for Mackay had always said it would be 
an exceptional line, and that the traffic would 
require to be dealt with in an exceptional way. 
The hllll. gentleman had alway;; informed him 
that if facilities were given for the carriage of 
sugar on the line it would l1e largely used, and 
that statement was entirely in accordance with 
what the hon. member had said tlmt evening. 
At any rate, it was well worth while to consider 
whether in the present case some concession 
might not be made, which was not generally 
made, to secure trade and make the line re
munerative. 

Mr. BLACK said he would like to refer to 
what one company said, which would give an 
idea of the possible traffic on the line. The 
Melbourne·Maclmy Company said that they 
were ready to supply 3,000 tons of sugar, 800 
hogsheads of rum, besides maize, coal, etc. For 
every ton of sugar produced they required half· 
a-ton of coal, or one cord of firewood, which 
weighed about two tons ; so that 3,000 tons of 
sugar would require 6, 000 tons of wood. That 
would give hon. gentlemen an idea of the 1nagniN 
tu de of the traffic which could be found if sidings 
were constructed. From two mills the total would 
be G,OOO tons in sugar and rum alone, which, at 
current rates, would produce £1,500 per annum. 
The Government had offered to put down sidings, 
with branch lines necessary, if the planters would 
build the lines, but they replied that, with the 
present prices, they conld lay out no more capital. 
If the Government laid out £2,000 they would get 
a revenue of £1,500 per annum from two mills. 
If the Government would construct those sidings, 
not only would an enormous revenue be produced, 
but they would be an inestimable benefit to the 
selectors living away up the line, whose wealth 
was merely in their selections coverer! with 
timber, for which they had no sale. If there 
were no sidings they had no means of getting 
hundreds of cords of wood on to the trucks. The 
selectors were being impovel'ished for the want 
of reasonable facilities for getting cord-wood to 
the mills, and surely that was worthy of con
sideration. 

Question put and passed. 

COOKTOWN RAILWAY. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 

£8,300 be granted for the Cooktown Railway. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSflAN asked if the 

Minister could give any ide" of the tmtiic on the 
line, and whether it was [mying? Did it consist 
entirely of the material carried for the con
tractor? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there 
was very little traffic besides the material car
ried for the contractor, and he did not anticipate 
that there would be much traffic until the line 
was corn pleted. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said that last 
year there was a storekeeper on tl;e line, but his 
services apparently had been dispensed w1th. 
He supposed where there were Gm·ermnent 
stores Hon1eone was in charge. The same thing 
had occurred on the Mackay line. Surely a 
storekeeper was required, as there must be 
Government stores at those places. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS said he was 
informed that on the small lines each depart· 
ment kept its own stores, and therefore the 
storekeepers had been dispensed with. 

(~uestion pnt and passed. 

The COLONIAL TREAflURETI moved that 
the Chairman leave the chair, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. NORTOK s<1id he would like to get some 
inf,Jrmrction when the loan vote came on with 
regard to some German rails which had been 
SUl'l'lied to the Government. He only gave 
notice now in order that the l\iinister who took 
the nmtter in hand might have all the informa
tion ready. 

Qtw<tion put and passed. 
The Home resumed; the CHATR}!AN reported 

progress, and obtained len.ve to Rit n.gain to~ 
n1orro\V. 

MESSAGES :B'ROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

NORTH CoAR'r RAILWAY EXTENSION. 
The SPEAKEE: I have to annonnce that I 

have received a rnes."lrtge frnrn the LegiRlative 
Conncil intimating that they approve of the plan, 
section, and book of reference of the proposed 
extew.;ion of the Knrth Coast l{aihvay, section G, 
from OS miles, near l\Iartin's Half-way Hm1sc, 
Noosa rmtd, to 11!\ miles 28 chains 72 linb at 
end of mils at Gympie station, in length 17 
rnile:-; 2~ chains 72 link~, as received by message 
from the Legislative Assembly on 2Gth October. 

LIQDOR BILL. 
The SPEAKETl: I have to announce that I 

have received the following message from tho 
Legislative Council:-

'1 .:\lit. SPEAKJm, 

"'rhc Leg-i:slntivc Conncil have this day n,grced to a 
Bill entitled 'A Bill to amend the la\vs relatin~ to the 
f'alc of intoxicating lit1nor ancl to amend the T1iecnsing 
Act of 18S.'5,' \vith the amendments ill(licated hy the 
accompanying schedule, in which amcntlmcnts they re
quest the concurreuce of the Legislative Assembly. 

".T:-io. P. McDoUGALT., 
"Presiding Chairman. 

"LcgislntiYe Council Ch:tmbcr, 
"18th November, 188H." 

On the motion of the PHEMIER, the amend
ment' of the Legislati Ye Council were ordered to 
be taken into consideration in committee to-
nwrrow. 

TI\ADE UNIO:-IS BILL. 
The SPEAKER : I have to announce that I 

have received the following n1esRage frou1 the 
Legislati,·e C,mncil :-

u~IR. Sl'L\K~:It, 
•· 'rhe Legislatiyc Council have this da.~r :tgl'P(•cl to 

a Bill cn1 itle(l '~\_Bill to amend the Irnvs relating to t.rarlc 
nu ions,' anclreturn Lhe same to the Legi~lative Assembly 
withont mnendment. 

"JNo. P. :J.'IcDouGALL, 
"Presitling Chairman. 

"Legislative Council Chamber, 
"18th Kovcmber, 1886." 
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AD.TOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER said : I move that this House 
do now adjourn. After private business to
morrow, it is proposed to proceed with Com
mittee of Supply. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty-nine minutes 

to 11 o'clock. 




