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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tucsdccy, 2 Novcrnbc7', 1886. 

Question without ~otico.-Xormanton to Cloncurry 
Railway. -l\'lotion for Adjournment- floating 
mining comimnies in Englanll-\Varwick to St. 
Gcorge ltailway-advertising electoral rolls.-Trade 
Unions Bill-third rcading.-Order of Bnsiness.­
J,ocal GoYermncnt Act Amendment Bill-cousider­
ation of Lr:gislativc Cmmcil's message of 27th instant. 
- .:\faryborough to Gayndah Hail way. - 3IesRage 
from the Legislative Council-Employers JjabilHy 
llill.-Gladstoue to Bundaberg Bailway.-Adjourn 
ment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
The HoN. J. l'II. l'IIACIWSSAN said : Mr. 

Speaker,-I beg to ask the Premier a question, 
without notice, with reference to the Croydon 
riots. Has the hon. gentleman received the 
depositions taken in that case, and, if so, will he 
lay them on the table of the House? 

The PitEMIER (Hon. Sir S. W. Griffith) 
said: Mr. Speaker,-I have not got them at the 
present time, but I will lay them on the table as 
soon as they are received. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Have you 
sent for them? 

The PitEJVIIER : I am not quite sure. 

NORMAN'l'ON '1'0 CLONCURitY 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. PALMER said: Mr. Speaker,-! wish 
to call attention to a slig·ht mistake in the pro­
ceedings of the Legislative Council. 

The PREMIEit: We have nothing to do 
with that. 

Mr. P ALJVIER : It refers, sir, to the plans 
of the Normantun to Cloncurry railway, and 
is connected with Hccnsccrd. The "Votes and 
Proceedings" of the Legislative Council of the 
27th .October state that the motion for referring 
to a select committee the plans and book of 
reference of the railway from Normantnn to 
Cloncurry was "put and negatived," while in 
Hansard it is reported that the question was 
"put and passed." So that if one is right the 
other is wrong. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
:FLOA'£ING l\l!N!NG CoMPAl\'IES IN ENGLAND.­

'WARWICK AND ST. GEORGE llAILWAY.­
ADVERTISING ELEC1'0RAr, RoLLS. 

Mr. LISS~ER said: Mr. Speaker,-! beg to 
move the adjournment of the House in order to 
ventilate a very important matter which trans­
spirecl here last week. I regret to say that I was 
not in my pl:we when the debate on the subject 
to which I refer took place, but the matter is 
rather too important to allow it to go altogether 
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unnoticed. Last Thursday the hon. member 
for Warr·ego, who is not in his place just now 
drew the attention of the House to the fact that 
certain gold~n1ining companies were being floated 
in England with lai"se capital, and said he thought 
that some of those mines were not known to the 
public; and he was further of opinion that it was 
thfl business of the Government to warn people 
in England to be careful as to what mines 
they invested in. The hon. member also said 
he knew two very good mines which had 
been floated into companies, and mentioned the 
Day Dawn Gold-mining Company at Charters 
Towers as being one, and the Cumberland Pros­
pecting Claim as another good one. I think 
it is pretty well known that they are good 
mines ; but it is not generally known here, and 
I do not think the hon. member himself knows 
which are bad ones. The Premier followed the 
hon. member, and stated that he was glad the 
attention of the House had been drawn to the 
matter, that it had previously been under the 
notice of the Government, and that he had sent 
a wire to the Agent-General to warn the public 
against the floating of certain mines. I consider 
it a very serious matter for the Government to 
interfere with matters of business when there is 
not sufficient reason for that interference. The 
mining industry, I may say, is one of the 
most important industries of the colony, and 
I hope nothing will be done to interfere with 
its success, but that it will be encouraged by 
the Government. Everybody looks for that with 
great hopes. The Government have been accused 
of destroying the sugar industry, and also of 
destroying the squatters by a vicious Land Act. 
'fhe only other industry of great importance 
left is the mining industry, and I think the 
Government ought to give the matter very 
oerious consideration before they take any steps 
which may interfere with its prosperity. At 
present it is a very promising industry. I do 
not myself wish to see anybody" had" bylputting 
money into mines which are of little or no value. 
But, on the other hand, we should be very careful 
what official cablegrams we Rend hQme warning the 
public about things of which we know very little. 
I have been. connected with the gold-mining indus­
try for twenty years or more, and have not always 
made money, but I have never been warned by 
the Government of Victoria or New South Wales 
when to go into a mine or when sell out. Not 
long ago I sold for £300 what is now worth 
£40,000 in hard cash, and the gentleman who 
got the property is now enjoying the benefit. 
'fhe member for W arrego drew attention to the 
Elektron Gold-mining ('ompany, which was being 
floated with a capital of £70,000, and the 
l\Iount lYiorgan West, which was reported to 
have been floated with a capital of £200,000, 
although a cablegram was sent home warning 
people against the Mount Morgan \V est, which 
I may say is not, as we all know, the reallYiount 
l\Iorgan. The Mount Morgan mine has so far 
declared di videncls of between £30,000 and 
£40,000, and it is not likely that people would 
expect that mine to be floated at £200,000. 
However, the cablegram went home too late. I do 
not know who is in the company; I am not aware 
whether the Premier knows. As far as our 
ignorance about the Elektron mine is concerned, 
I will call attention to what has appeared in a 
paper in Victoria with reference to it, which 
shows that the mine is a bond .fide property. 
Mount Morgan \Vest I know nothing about, and 
I think the sooner the real Mount Morgan is 
well known the better. But with regard to the 
Elektron mine the Melbourne A1·yns of the 27th 
of October last says ,_ 

'"£he Ew'OJJean 3Ioil of September 17 has the follow­
ing :-A new company called the Et.hcrid~e Gold l1'ield 
(Queensland) Limited, witlt <L capital of £70,000, in 
shares of £1 each, has bceu formetl to purchase and 

work golcl quartz reefs in Xorth Queensland, Australia. 
It is intcnclccl, in the first place, to purchase the Lady 
J1'ranklin, Rope \Valk, }~lektron 31ount, Canadian, and 
St. I.Jawrence mines, situated about ten miles south 
of Charleston and thirtv-five miles from George­
town. 'l'llese properties. 'vhich are twenty-five a.cres 
in extent, are secured by leases direct from the 
Government. It is stated that several shafts have 
been sunk to various depths, and the crnshings, 
with imperfect machinery, show a result of from 2oz. 
to 5 oz. of gold to the ton, while the assays of :Messrs. 
Johnson, :\:Iatthey, and Co. show 5 oz. and 17 oz. of gold 
and 6 oz. and 15 oz. of silver to the ton of ore. Samples 
of gold ore from the I.Jady Franklin are on view in the 
gold quartz battery of the Q.ueensland Government, and 
in the Queensland court, at the Colonial Exhibition at 
South Kensington. 'rhe purchase money is fixed by the 
vendor at £-15,000, of which £20,000 is payable in fully­
paid share~ of the company, and the residue in fully­
paid-up shares. or cash, a.t the option of the company. 
Fift<Y thousand shares are now offered for subsCription. 
Under the title of 'A Neglected Eldorado/ the Times 
prints in extenso the report made to the Queensland 
Government by l\fr. Gold-VVarden Samwell, of George­
town, on this property." 
I believe it is a bontZ fide gold-bearing locality, 
anrl. it might be a very serious blow to the place 
if investors were prevented from investing in the 
mines. It would also be a serious blow to other 
bond .fide mining localities where companies have 
been floated, because it may prevent people from 
investing in other mines. I ha"e received a 
wire from the mayor of Charters Towers, as 
follows:-

a Referring to telegrams Premier's reply to Mr. 
Donaldson last Thursday I am anxious to know if any 
of the bogus mines referred to as being offered in 
l10lHlon are Charters Towers property Telegram vague 
but calcnlatccl to harm this goldfielcl General impres­
sion is that hitherto English capitalists have had good 
value for their money from Towers Please inquire and 
reply." 
There is another telegram from the chairman of 
the Dalryrnple Divisional Board, as follows:-

"Please ask Premier if h1s remarks 're 'wild cat' 
mines applied to Charters Tmvers properties If so 
consider his interference unwarrantably untrue and 
calculated to damage prosperity goldfield." 

There is no doubt it would, and I do not see 
how far the Government can protect anybody 
in speculations. The hon. member for Wide 
Bay also made some very harsh remarks on 
Thursday last about "wild cats" and bogus 
companies. Be stated that on the same clay he 
w;1s attending a meeting of a company in which 
he was a shareholder, and that they wanted an 
extraordinarily big price for their mine, but that 
he would not be a party to a fraud. I have been 
told since that the hon. member apologised out­
side for the remarks he made under privilege 
inside the House. I suppose other gentlemen 
will follow me, and I trust the Chief Secretary 
will see his way clear to wipe out the impression 
that has been made already in England that we 
are all bad marks and possessors of "wild cats " 
and boo·us companies, which I think is quite 
untrue ~nd calculated to bring odium on an 
industry which we c;;nnot very well afford to 
lose. I trust that a cablegram will be sent to the 
Agent-General instructing him to point out the 
"wild cats" and not put them together with the 
lYiount lYiorgans, the Day Dawns, and many 
more I could name. 

The PRE:\HER said: l\Ir. Speaker,-! am 
rather surprised tu hear the speech of the hon. 
member. The cablegram sent home by the Gov­
ernment will not have the slightest effect ou 
boncl ,tide speculations ; but I am sure that IJI~nd 
fide mine-holders do not want the good reputatwn 
of Queensland as a mining field to be injured 
by Lngus con1panies. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAI\: What were 
the terms of the telegram ? 

The l'HEMU<;R: I can only repeat the con­
tents from memory. It pointed ont the neces­
sity for cttution. There is not the slightest 
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doubt that one of the mines floated recently with 
a lar;,e capital is an entirely bogus adventure, 
and I think it is for the interest of this country 
that bogus adventures of that kind should be 
exposed. I do not know whether the Agent­
General published the names of the companies I 
mentioned or not, but I certainly do not think 
the Gowrnment should be called upon to stand 
sponsors for all the mining companies floated in 
Queensland. \V e know that on previous occa­
sion& when n, ruining rnania has prevailed a great 
many people have taken advantage of the 
enthusiasm of investors to put dishonest specula­
tions on the market, and there is great danger of 
the evil being repeated at the present time. 
With regard to the telegrams read by the hon. 
gentleman, I am sure that no bon</, fide mine has 
anything to fear from the warning sent home. 
The hon. member said-and I am surprised 
that it has not been said before in this House 
-that the Government are interfering with 
another industry. I thought someone would say 
that; I thought the hon. memher for :Mackay 
would be the first to say it. I have mentioned 
seveml times within the last two or three days 
that I expected to hear that the Government 
are interfering with another industry. But 
the only people whose industry the Government 
have interfered with on this occasion are those 
whom the French call '' chevalie1·s d'industrie," 
ttnd I sh<Lll be glad to interfere with them on 
every possible occasion. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! was glad to hear the hon. gentleman 
say the Government should not stand sponsor for 
all the mines flmtted in Queensland ; but that is 
a different thing to sending home vague cable­
grams cautioning people again:::;t investing in 
mines. If he knows of any "wild ctcts "-to use 
the Yankee expression in regard to such mines­
or bogus companie;•, he should have specified 
them ; but he has not told us whether he speci­
fied the mines or not. 

The PREMIER : I said last week that I 
specified the names of two mines, one of which 
was Mount Morgan vV est. 

The HoN. J. M. MJ\CROSSAN: Very well. 
That is right so fm·-cautioning speculators or 
the investing public against investing in rnine~, 
which, so far as the Government know, are 
" wild cats." But it turns out that the Elektron 
mine is not tt "wild cat." I myself was not 
aware of the existence of the Elektron mine 
on Thursday bst, and I think I know as many 
mines as the Minister for :Mines or the Chief 
Secretary; butitseemsfrom whatthehon. member 
for Kennedy has stated that the Elektron is well 
known elsewhere, and hns been reporter! on by a 
Government officer. It seems very strange, then, 
that such a telegram was sent last week, and I 
think that before a telegram of the kind i·' sent 
again caution should be exercised and the truth 
discovered. I do not say a word agtcinst the 
telegram as far as Mount Morgan \V est is con­
cerned, because the owners of the real :Mount 
Morgan have ttn idea that Mount Morgan vVest 
is not a bon'i fide venture. I am not surprised, 
however, at the people of Charters 'rowers 
sending telegrams to the hon. member for Ken­
nedy, because there are a great many bond fide 
mines on Charters Towers at present on the 
London market for sale-mines thnt are not 
quite so good as the Day Dawn, bnt equally 
bon('i fide investn1ents-and a vague cablegrari1 
such as that sent home would httve a very 
damaging effect on them. It is the first time a 
Government in any of the colonies have taken in 
hand to do anything of the kind. I heard the 
Minister for \Vurks the other evening talking 
about squatting properties, which he knew of 
his own knowledge to have been bought by 

specuhtors from Victoria at four times their 
vttlue. But he did not think it his duty to warn 
them against investing in those properties; in­
stead of that, he took ttdvantage of their willing­
ness to buy, and sold out-a very wise thing 
On the other hand, we have had investors in 
sugar properties in Queensland who gave very 
larg·e sums for properties which they would now 
be very glad to get rid of at one-fourth or 
one-fifth the price; yet no one warned them 
against inYesting. I believe that those proper­
ties will yet turn out well, and that the squat­
ting properties which the Minister for vVorks 
thought companies were giving four times the 
value of will probably turn out well also; and 
no one, either in this House or out of it, can 
say, no matter how expert he may be in mining, 
what mining properties will pay and what will 
not. All thttt a man can say in regard 
to Mount Morgan \V est is that the claim 
has been tried and nothing has been found. 
They can stty that much ttbout it ; but 
they cannot say at what depth gold will be 
found, or whether it will be found to be pttyable 
at all. No one can say more than that. \V e 
have just heard the hon. member for Kennerly 
say that he gave away for £300 a property worth 
£40,000. I know that to be a fact, nnd yet he 
has had twenty-three years' experience. There­
fore, the greatest caution should be exercised in 
dealing with such subjects. The caution that 
htts been sent home to the Agent-General I have 
no doubt was far too vague, and he is not likely 
to improve it, because he has no knowledge of 
mining. Everybody knows that investing in 
mines at all times, whether out here or at 
ho1ne, is a very risky thing-even in\estjng in 
mines that are known to be good. I have in­
vested in mines that were known to be excellent 
at the time, and very shortly ttfterwards they 
turned out no good. I httve known othere 
who invested in mines that were known 
to be bad, and who made fortunes out of 
them. Therefore, I think the Government 
should be extremely chary in sending ttny tele­
grams unless they specify exactly the mines 
which are referred to tts being worthless ; other­
wise people will find fault. The people of 
Charters Towers have found fault, and I think 
they were perfectly right in doing so. 

The COLOJ'\IAL TREASUREH (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) said: Mr. Speaker,-The hon. gentle­
man has not put the case birly before the 
House. He htts ttccused the Premier uf httving 
sent a telegra1n warning people frorr1 investing 
in mines in Queensland, but that is not what the 
Government have done. The action of the 
Government was a perfectly proper one. It 
instructed the Agent-General to see that the 
British pnblic were cautioned as to the character 
of the investments in which they invested their 
capital-thnt they should make inquiries, ttnd 
satisfy themselves. I do not think there will be 
a single dissentient from the opinion that it 
would he extremely undesirable to see a 
general mania set in in the British money 
market for the investment of money in the 
mines of (-.\ueensland. \Vhen such mttnias do set 
in a, large number of bogus investinents are sure 
to be offered, and the re.sult to the colony would 
be extremely disttstrous if an indiscdminttte rush 
for invE"tments in mines in Queensland or any 
other colony were to set in, because a lnrge 
amount of capital would be locked up, and confi­
dence in the prosperity :'1nd greatness of the 
mining industry would be lost. I think that the 
action taken by the Premier is one tlutt will tend 
to maintain the confidence of the Dritish in vest­
ing public, not only in Queensland mines, but in 
all other Queensland investments which may be 
offered frmu tirne tu tillw ; a.nd I an1 ~trongly of 
opinion that where investments of this class me 
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ikely to grow into abuse, and where the ignorant 
and unwary are likely to be led astray it is the 
(luty of the Governn1ent to sound such.~ wa.rning 
note as would cause investors to institute such 
inquiries as are necessary and expedient to 
guard against the acts of unscrupulous persons. 
It would be perfectly impossible for the Premier 
or Governrnent to point out which are the rrood 
investments and which are not, because, asb the 
hon. member for Townsville has said. it requires 
a large amount of exploration and a large amount 
of expenditure to test different mines, and w bat 
might be_ considered bogus mines to-day might 
turn out m the future to be valuable properties. 
At the same time I think it would be highly un­
desirable that an indiscriminate rush for minin" 
properties in Queensland should take place, and 
I am sure the confidence of the British public in 
Queensland mines will not ble in any way limited 
or restricted by the mere fact of the Government 
having conveyed a timely note of warning, which 
I am confident the Agent-General in London will 
make judicious use of, and which will have the 
effect of causing in Ye-"' tors to exercise a certain 
amount of caution before embarking in these 
enterprises. 

Mr. \V". BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
confess to feeling a surprise that the action of 
the Government should be found fault with at 
all. The facts of the case are briefly these : That 
a telegram apvears from which we all know that 
a dispm;ition lms set in in London to speculate in 
Queensland gold-mines. It is said that a certain 
mine called :Mount JYiorgm1 vV est has been 
floated with it oopit>tl of £200,000. Then we 
hear that the Government have sent word to the 
Agent-General that people had better be cautious 
in what they are doing. Now, I really do think, 
Mr. Speaker, that the Opposition ought rather 
to favour the action of the Government than 
blame them for what they have done. I quite 
agree that the Government did perfectly right, 
and a great deal of what has been said about the 
uncertainty of mining really does not bear upon 
the matter. Indeed, so far as the remarks of 
the hon. member for Kennedy, J\ir. Lissner, 
went, they would go to greatly justify the Gov­
ernment in ,;ending this telegram. If he having 
lived on his property for many years, cloes not 
know his right hand from his left, how much less 
do the people in London know, and how much 
more easily can they be imposed upon ? Don't we 
know that in London there are always plenty of 
people who have not got a farthing of their own 
and who trade in these companies-these unreai 
and fictitious companies? Thev can get duke>' 
to head the list of directors. and of other worn-out 
n1ernLers of the aristocracY and guinea~1Jigs, no 
end, while from their inception to their end these 
companies are frauds. Now, the same thing 
occurred in connection with Indian mines that 
pron1ises to happen here, and a great rnany 
people lost a great deal of money. Precisely the 
same kind of reports came fron; India-that the 
ulines were accuston1ed to ,show 1 oz. or 2 oz. to 
the ton on the certificate of a Government officer. 
The hem. member for Townsvi!le seems to think a 
great deal of the certifictttc of a Government officer. 
\Vel!, I do not, J\Ir. Speaker. The,;e Government 
officers can be" had." There is no doubt about 
th~t. I a1n not here aspersing Govornn1ent 
officers or assayers, but we know very well tlmt 
those men know what they are expected to say 
tend they say it, and so it is in the present cases. 
\Vhy, the history of mining all over the world­
in North Arnerica, South i-\..n1erica, in India, 
in Spain, in Corn wall-is exactly the same. The 
bi.•tory of mining is a very lamenbble history 
of people being defl'anded by rogues and vaga­
bonds. There is no mistake alJOut that. That 
h; the literal truth which anyone can gather 
from reading on the subject, and I do not mean 

tn say that in Queensland we are without that sort 
of people. I do not really think so, because when 
there is the temptation of floating in the English 
money market a mine for £30,000 or £40,000 a 
great many people cannot resist the temptation. 
Although they know, perhaps, that it is an unreal 
mine, and that the shares are not now worth 
more. than ls., or 6d., or even 3d., yet they will 
lay themselves out to float that mine in London 
for £30,000 or £40,000. If it succeeds, then they 
consider that they have done a very smart thing. I 
consider that the Government have acted very 
wisely; but it does not follow that they would 
act wisely if they were to name a number of 
mines. That does not fall within the functions 
of Government, and it is unreasonable to ask the 
Government to do it. The Government have 
done their duty when they warn the people of 
England through the Agent-General. There are 
a number of people in England who have a little 
money on which they can barely live-a few 
thousands from which perhaps they derive an 
income of £] 00 or £150 a year-clergymen's 
widows, unprotected single ladies, and officers' 
widows. All these people jump at any prospect 
of getting 5 or 6 per cent. for their money 
instead of 2 or 3 per cent., as the case may be. 
There is always a standing crop of these people 
-if I may use the expression-willing to double 
their income by what seerns to give a fair prornise 
of doing so ; and to meet this supply of credulous 
persons there is a corres.;·ponding nu1nber of rogue::; 
and vagabonds, real scoundrels, who will stick at 
nothing, pocket their money, and then leave them 
ruined without redress. If the Government can 
do anything to prevent Queensland being 
associated with such roguish speculators, then I 
think it is their bounden duty to do so. I am 
certain that no one can blame the Queensland 
Government for what they have clone, and we 
may be quite sure that they will not go further 
and name any particular mines. Their action 
will have this good effect-that any prospectus 
which appears in the London newspapers will be 
looked at very carefully ; it will be suspected, to 
begin with, and will not be ventured in unless it 
is thoroughly endorsed. vVhy, Mr. Speaker, do 
not we know-at least I know-perhaps hon. mem­
bers do not know much about it-that an attempt 
wccs made to float what is known fas the Ida 
mine on the Hodgkinson. To my mind it was 
simply a plot to put the mine on the English 
market. vVhen it was inspected it was shown 
to be a mere band-box-only it differed from a 
band-box in this respect, that it v. as full of 
water. There was as rnuch gold in it as in au 
empty b:md-box, and yet very careful and well· 
defined steps were being taken to float that mine: 
that was done under our own eyes. Now, when 
we consider how absolutely unprotected the 
people in England are against the representa­
tions that come from hare, I can only say that I 
quite endorse the action of the Government, and 
consider that it redounds to their credit and 
also to the credit of the colony. It shows, to a 
certn,in extent, that the people in (~ueensland as 
a rule do not wish that anyone should plunder 
credulous and gullible people in England. 

:\Ir. KATJ~S said: J\lr. Speaker,-In reference 
to thi; matter I entirely endorse what the hon. 
the l'remier has clone ; it will give conficlence to 
the people at home, and show that the people of 
Queensland do not wish that anybody ohonld 
lobe 111oney in bogus speculation<;; and bogus 
mines. But that is not my object in rising to 
spettk on this motion for adjournment. I wish 
to bring before the House something extraordi­
nary that happened in 'l'oowoomba last week. 
J\lany strange things are clone in Too,vomnba, 
Mr. Speaker, but this affair is so extr::wrdimLry 
that 1 cmmot allow it to pass without calling your 
attention and the attention of this House to it. 
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Mr. STEYENSON: Let one subject be 
finished before you commence another. 

Mr. KATES: I am perfectly justified on a 
motion for adjournment in saying what I like. 

Mr. STEVENSON: We know that; but it 
would be better to finish the other question first. 

Mr. KA TES : Let the other come afterwards. 
The PREMIER: No; let us have business 

afterwards. 
Mr. KATES: What I have to say will not 

take up much time; and I think that on a 
motion for adjournment any member has a right 
to bring any question before the House in con­
nection with the welfare of the country. I find 
in one of the Toowoomba papers, :Mr. Speaker, 
that a deputation composed of members of the 
Chamber of Commerce waited upon certain 
members connected with the other Chamber of 
Parliament with this object :-

" .A. deputation from the Chamber of Commerce 
waited upon the lions. F. H. Holberton, 1?. 1\ Grcgory, 
,J. Taylor, G. King, J. F. )IcDougall, the members of the 
Upper House re'~iding in the district, yesterday, nsking 
them to use their influence agalnst the Warwick to 
St. George line when it came before the Council. We 
understand that one and all the councillors pledged 
themselves to vote against the measure." 

HONOURABI,E MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. RATES: Hon. members may say "Hear, 

hear," but I say it is a most improper thing. I 
call it indecent, Mr. Speaker, for members of the 
other Chamber, before a select committee was 
appointed-before hearing any arguments or 
any of the evidence which may be brought for­
ward-to prejudge the case, and pledge them­
se! ves, one and all, to vote against this St. George 
line. We in \Varv.;ick like fair play; we are not 
accustomed to underhand work ; and I think it 
would have been better if these gentlemen had 
waited till they had heard the evidence and the 
arguments, and then they could have formed their 
own opinion and voted for or against the line. 
I consider it my duty to bring this matter before 
the House, in order to let the country know that 
if this St. George line is thrown out it will have 
been by me:1ns of these gentlemen who have 
prejudged the case. I hope the good sense and 
patriotism uf the other gentlemen connected 
with that Chamber will defeat the intention of 
those who have pledged themselves to vote 
against the construction of that line. \Vhile 
speaking on this subject, I should like to correct 
a few misstatements that were made here when 
the St. Ge01·ge line was before the Committee. 
One of the speakers-I think it wn,s yourself, 
Mr. Speaker-said there were only 1,100 souls 
between Warwick :1nd St. George. I find, 
looking at the "Australian Handbook," that 
there are 3,500. 

Mr. STEVENSON : What are they-black­
fellows? 

Mr. K.'> .. TES: The following are the correct 
figures :-Sandy Creek, 600--

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: "Why don't you g-ive 
us the official figures frourthe census returns? 

Mr. KATES : I know the hon. member does 
not like to hear these figures, but I will give 
them :1s they appear in the "Australian Hand· 
book." 

Mr. MURPHY: I rise to a point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. The other night you stopped a 
men1ber because he was referring to a previous 
debate during the same session. According to 
your ruling on that occasion, I think the hon. 
member for Darling Downs is entirely out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER: According to the ruling I 
gave on that occasion, which was based on a 
well-known Standing Order-that no member 

shall allude to any debate of the same session­
the hon. member is entirely out of order in refer­
ring to a debate which took place the other day. 
The hon. member for Kennedy, in hi.~ speech, 
scarcely referred to the preYious deb:>t<:; he 
took a much wider field, and thus kept witlun the 
rules of the House. But the hon. member for 
Darling Downs is quite out of order in referring 
to a debate which took phtce on a previous occa­
sion, and which was then closed. 

Mr. KATES: I hope your ruling in this case, 
Mr. Speaker, is not on a par with your hostility 
to this St. George line. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Order, order! Chair, 
chair! 

The SPEAKER : I must appeal to the House 
for protection from such a gross insult. As 
far as my personal wishes are concerned, I 
should be- very happy to hear what the hun. 
member has to say ; but the Standing Order on 
the subject is very clear, and it is scarcely just 
to charge the Chair with partiality when the 
Standing Order and the practice of Parliament 
are so clear on the point. 

The MINIS'l'ER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles} said : :Mr. Speaker,-! rise to a point of 
order. This is the first occasion on which any 
objection has been taken to a member speaking 
on any question whatever en a motion ~or the 
adjournment of the House. It may be, sir, that 
you wish to lay down a fresh rule-and to ~hat I 
have no objection-but I know that ever smce I 
have been a member of the House, a period of 
twenty-two yenrs, it has been the practice, on :1 
motion for the adjournment of the House, that 
any member can refer to any question he likes. 
I am not prepared to say th:1t that is the correct 
thing to do, but it has been the practice. 

Mr. SCOTT gaid: Mr. Speaker,-It has not 
always been the rule. It is a practice that lms 
crept in very much of late-during the last two 
or three years. There is a distinct ~tandir;g 
Order which says that a member who 'S. not m 
order cannot put himself in order by movmg the 
adjournment of the House. 

The SPEAKER: The Standing Order which 
bears on this particular question is Standing 
Order No. i:i5, which is as follows :-

" Xo member shall allude to any debate of the same 
scs.:;ion upon a question or Bill not being then under 
discussion; except by the indulgence of the House for 
personal explana,tion." 

If it were possible for me to do so at the moment, 
I could quote to the House the ruling of the first 
Speaker, Mr. Gilbert Elliott, on this question. 
He invariably called members to order when 
they attempted to refer to a debate of the same 
session. \Vhen the hon. member for J3arcoo 
addressed the House, a few evening~:; ago, I 
quoted an instance from the House?£ _Commo':ls 
in 1880 where the same rule was distmctly laid 
down by Mr. Speaker Brand. So that I have 
not made any new rule. \Vhen a member 
attempts to violate the Standing Order I am 
bound to inform the House nf it, cmd to call 
attention to what is the practice of l'arlialllent 
on such occasions. 

HoNOUHABLE lYIE1IBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. RATES : All I want is tu correct the 

misstatements made during that debate, and it 
will not take very long to do so. It was a mistake 
to say that the population between \Varwick and 
St. George was only 1,100, when it was actually 
3,,300. It was also said that the country was not 
of very Inuch good. Even your own a.Im~nac, 
l\1r. Speaker-" Groom's ]hrling Downs Book 
Almanac"-speaks of Goondiwindi as being the 
business centre of a thriving district. 
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1\Ir. STEVENSON: As you have given your 
ruling, 1\Ir. Speaker, it is only rospect.ful to you 
that it should be deferred to. But the hon. 
member is going on debating the very thing 
which you have just ruled out of order. 

The SPEAKEH : I am entirely in the hands 
of the Hom;e. I have already ruled the hon. 
member out of order. 

Mr. 1\IcMASTER said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
should like to say a word on the question of the 
mines, and I shall not detain the House many 
minutes. I am not going into the action of the 
Chief Secretary with reference to the mines 
that have been floatecl in the English market, 
which the hon. member for \Van·ego has caJlecl 
bogus companies. It was a very damaging 
speech the hon. member made in the House the 
other night, and calcnlated to impress upon the 
English public that the colony at large--

Mr. SALKELD: Is the hon. member in 
order, l\Ir. Speaker, in referring to the debate 
that took place the other evening? 

The SPEAKER : If the hon. member is 
referring to a previous debate, of course he is 
out of order. If he is speaking to the queRtion 
of the adjournment of the House, as moved by 
the hon. member for Kennecly, he is in order; 
but he must confine himself to the observations 
tlmt have fallen from that hon. member, and not 
refer to what took place on a previous occasion. 

Mr. l\IcMASTER: My object in speaking is 
to refer to some of the speeches made on the ]Jre­
vious occasion, as reported in Hansard. If I 
cannot do that I will sit clown. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is not 
allowed by the rules of the House to do so. 

Mr. McMASTER : Then I will shut up. 

Mr. NORTON said: Mr. Spc:tker,-I shall 
endeavour, as far as possible, to confine myself 
to the remarks made by the hon. member for 
Kennedy and to the speeches made in relation 
thereto by other hon. members. I do not think 
there is any member of the House who would 
blame any Government for attempting, by every 
fair and reasonable means, to prevent the British 
public from being gulled and rmtde victims by 
unscrupulous speculators either in this colony 
or out of it. But the danger that I per­
ceive is, that a Governn1ent nuty go so 
far as to name particular mines, and to 
state, as I understand has been stated, that 
those mines are not known in Queensland. 
I interjected, "By the Government .. , The hon. 
gentlernan corrected n1e by saying, " ::;[ o ; not 
known in Queensland." Now, sir, it has been 
shown by the paper the hem. member for 
Kennedy quoted from just now that one of these 
particular mines we understood the Chief Secre­
tary to refer to in the telegram sent. to the 
Agent-General must have been known in Queens­
land, bec:tuse it is quoted as known by a 
le:tding paper in Victoria, and was reported 
upon, if that paper is correct, by a gold warden 
of this colony. That being w, I was not quite in 
error when I interjected that instead of that mine 
not being known in Queensland it was not known 
by the Uovernment. There is one diiiiculty in 
regnnl to sendin~ hmne tolegrarns with respect 
to p;,rticular mines. Of course it is irupoosible 
for the Government, as the hon. the Treasm·er 
has pointed out, to be responsible for all the 
mining comprLnies that may be floated or at­
tempted to be floated in England. Neither 
could they be hold ttnswemble for companies 
which they had every reason to belieYe were 
not bogus cornpa,nies, bllt in connection with 
which very little information htts been ub­
taiuecl by the Uovennncut ur anyone else, ttnd 

which are just as unsafe to invest in as those 
which are known to be bad. The Government, 
of course, cannot take any action in regard to 
them so as to protect the British public. 13ut 
the great danger I see is that mines which are 
known to be perfectly sound and good properties, 
and which would probably be placed on the 
market here for £20,000, are placed on the market 
in England for £250,000 or something like that. 
I say that is just as much a swindle as a bogus 
company. Of course the British public cannot 
be protected in every res[Ject; they must be 
guided by their own judgment and depend upon 
that to a great extent, if they do not wish to 
lose their money. Everybody knows that there 
is a greect amount of risk in gold-mining-in 
mining of every kind-and it is impossible in 
all cases to protect those who haYe very little 
knowledge of the subject, and are ready to risk 
their money in speculations of that kind, because 
they will not use ordinary precautions to protect 
themselves. :For my own part, I think that when 
the Government telegraphed to caution the :Eng­
lish public in investing in any particular mine 
they placed themselves in a very difficult posi­
tion, because if they do that with regard to one, 
unless they are prepared to say absolutely they 
are bogus mines, the Agent·General may be 
asked, as he would have a perfect right to 
be asked by those interested in such matters, 
whether any other gold-mines on the mnrket might 
be taken as good or not, and also if the price 
asked was a fair one. Of cour"e it is impossible to 
prevent even people in the colony from going into 
bogus concerns. "\Vhen a mania arises, whether 
in gold-mining or anything else, people go to it 
like miners to a gold rush, determined to risk a 
good deal in the hope of large gain. I do not say 
tlmt one word of blame :;hould attach to the 
Government for giving the British public fair 
warning upon this subject. 

Mr. DONALDSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
crave the indulgence of the House while I make 
a personal explanation in regard to this matter. 
My object in bringing it before the House the 
other evening was not with the intention of 
injuring any particular gold-mining company. I 
carefully avoided that, and while referring to one 
company that had been floated, I said there were 
two others in regard to which I should like to 
get some information, and I thought it would 
be the duty of the Government to send home a 
warnin[( note to the British public on the suhject. 
"\V e all know the great risk there is in all mining 
concerns at any time. Even in the colonies, when 
gold-mines are only a few hundred miles off, pe0]1le 
will rush after them, and unfortunately make bad 
speculations, although they have opportunities of 
obtaining information; and how much more great 
will the clanger be in the old country where it is 
impossible to get reliaiJle information ? The only 
persons from whom information can be got are 
interested parties who will paint the mine in 
glowing terms in order to deceive the public. I 
therefore think the Government did quite right 
in sending hmne the telegran1 on that occa~:_;~on, 
and I only hope that on any future occasron, 
when a mine that is not sufficiently well known 
here is attempted to be floated in England, 
they will not shirk the responsibility of sending 
hon1e telegrainR warning BritiHh investors. lf 
a.ny good rnining venture is put upon the colonial 
market it will be readily taken up ; anything 
goocl and legitimate is bound to be taken up 
here. I admit that there i" more money in the 
old country, and that it is very desirable that 
a good deal of it should be brought out 
for the purpose of developing our mines; but 
do not let us get the discredit of having 
bogus companies which are bound tu do 
the colony injury. I think I ouly did rny 
duty in bringing the matter forwmd, because 



Motion for Adjournment. [2 NovEMBER.] Motion for Adjournment. 1501 

it is not possible for people at home to get infor­
mation that can be got in the colonies. Here we 
can always get reliable information or at all 
events, information sufficient to rruic.le u's as to 
whether it is desirable to inv~st in a mine 
or not. Of course, new mines are always a 
matter of speculation, but there are others that 
are we)! known, and of which great hopes are 
entert!'med as to the future. Even then, how­
ever, mvestors fre<[uently lose money, and the 
effect of floating bogus companies cannot but be 
injurious to the colony. One of the companies 
that has been ~oated. I venture to say they 
would not get £" for 1~ the colony, and yet it 
had been floated for £2o0,000 so that somebodv 
will benefit largely by it. i believe it is th"e 
name that has cansed it to realise so much I 
think that when the Government know a b~gus 
cm:rt!any, o_r one which they do not think 
legrtrmate, rs about to be floated in the English 
market they should sound a note of warning to 
the A!l"ent-Ge_neral, who,. I have every reason 
to believe, w1ll use the mformation properly. 
For my own part I shonld like to see British 
money introduced to develop our mines but we 
are. only doing our duty, and can do no harm, by 
trying to prevent bogus con1panies from being 
floated. 

. Mr .. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,-!£ the 
d1scussron wrth respect to these ruining telegrmns 
has . closed, I. wish to take ad vantage of the 
motwn for adjournment to refer to the excessive 
amount of Government ad vertisin~ that has been 
going on in the Press, and in a,;'cordance with 
your r~ling, sir, I shall not in any way refer to 
a prevwus debate. Dut I wish to elicit some 
info_rmation from the Colonial Secrr.tary on the 
subject. Hon. members are aware that it wa~ 
understood that the electoral rolls were to be 
published '!ne: in all papers circulating in the 
electoral drstrrct, but for some reason or other 
that rule has been departed from to a very g-reat 
extent; to such an extent as will involve 
the Treasurer in very large, and I think 
unnecessary, expenditure of public money. 
I have taken the trouble to analyse some of the 
:1dvertisements and I will state what I have 
~ound. I fir;cl that the Stanley electoral roll, 
rr.rstead _of b~mg ad vertis.ed merely in one paper 
91rculatmg m that locality, has been advertised 
m thr_ee ,t~at I know. of; it may have been 
advertrseu m the Ipswrch papers, but of thctt I 
have at present no cogni~a.nce. It h:1s been 
arlvertised in the Zeitung, the Emnqeliwl Strm­
d"rd, and the Lerrder. I do not krlow if these 
p>tpers have any particular circulation in that 
electorate. \Vith regard to the electorate of the 
Darling Downs, in addition, probably to papers 
published in tilat particular electorat~ the roll 
has been advertised in two papers-na;nely the 
Zeitung and the Evrmgei'iwl Standard. 'The 
Bundanba electoral roll has been advertised in 
the Zeitung, the Evan{lcliwl StandaTd, and the 
Leader. But the particular advertisin~ plum 
if_ I may cn:ll it so, that all the papers se~med t~ 
arm at gettmg, has been the Eno~~era electoral 
roll, which involves :1n expendi't;,re of some­
thing like £!1.20 in its publication. J~ach 
pap~r advertrsmg the Enog-gera electoral roll 
recerves an amount of from £110 to £120 
so far as I c»n ascertain by measurirw th~ 
space occupied by the advertisement. N atu­
rally, such a very rich plum as that has 
received a considerable amount of attonti•m 
from ditf!'r.er;t newspapers in the metropolis 
and the vrcrmty. That electoral roll appears in 
no less than mne papers-the Evemr;eliwl Stan­
dard, Zeitung, Southern 1Vo>·ld, 001t?"ier, Tele­
gmph, OIJserver, M·oreton Jl[rtil, Snnduatc Direc­
tory, and The Plante1· and Farme1·. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BLACK: Now, Mr. Speaker, that is 
£1,000 at the very lowest estimate which adver­
tising the F.noggera electoral roll will cost the 
country, whereas the Act provides that it shall 
be advertised in one paper. It does not say in 
one paper only, but there is no necessity for any 
further expenditure than say £110 or .£120, and 
£1,000 hf\s been unnecessarily expended by the 
Government in publishing that one electoral roll 
of Enogg-era. Then the Moreton electoral roll 
h>ts been published in the E~·m1gelical StarulctTd, 
Southern 1Vor/d, Com·ier, 1'eler;mph, Obsen·er, 
.M o1·eton JJ[ail, Sand[!C<te Di1·ectory, and The PI ante?' 
and Fcwmu. The Fassifern electoral r,1ll has 
been published in the Lead£!', the Southe1·n 
World, and The Planter and Fa?·nw?·, besides 
possibly in the Ipswich papers, which I have had 
no opportnnity of consulting. The Bulimba 
electoral roll has been published in the Emn­
geliwl StandmYl, Zeitwtr;, Lender, Sm<thern Wo?·ld, 
Con1·ie?·, Tele[J?Ytph, Obsc?·ve?', Sandgate Directm·y, 
and The Planter etnd FewmC?'. The Plante?' and 
Farme1· appears to be a specially favourite 
paper, for what reason I am unable to say. 
I will not refer, ~Mr. Speaker, to a previous 
deb:1te, but I am credibly informed that 
the gentleman who was supposed to own that 
paper has ceased his connection with it for 
several months, and therefore any snspicion that 
there was any attempt to buy that paper because 
of the antagonism of the editor to the policy of 
the Government rather falls to the ground. The 
gentleman who was supposed to have such a 
determined antagonism to the Government-! 
refer to Mr. Thorne-has for some months 
ceased to have any connection with that paper. 
Then we come to the J\Iulgrave electorat@-that 
is the Bundaberg electorate. \V ell, I think we 
should naturally suppose that there was no 
necessity for any paper down here to publish the 
Mulgrave electoral roll up in Bundaberg. But 
we find that the Zeitung publishes that roll for 
some unknown reason which very likely the 
Colonial Secretary will be able to explain to this 
House. Then the Logan electoral roll is pub­
lished in no less than five papers-the Zcitnng, 
Emnr;eliccrlSt"ndw·d, Leetde?·, Southe1·n World, and 
ThePictnte1· and Pet?·mer. TheOxley roll is published 
in no less than nine papers, the Zeitung-another 
very favourite paper with the Government-the 
Evanr;elicetl Stctndetnl, Leader, Southu-n Wm·ld, 
Courier, 1'elc{lmph, Ouserve1·, Sanrluate Di~?·ector1J, 
and 1'he Pletntcr ctnd Fw·mer. But the electoral 
roll that one would naturally expect to have 
seen given a considerable circulation to-namely, 
the Hosewood electoral roll-an electorate con­
taining a large number of Germans~has not, I 
am sorry to say, received it, ;tnd I would like 
some explanation from the hon. member for 
Rosewood about it. Only one paper has pub­
lished it, and that is the Leader-a paper that in 
all probability never gets into the district; while 
the German paper, which we would naturally 
expect to have had it rather than all the other 
electoral rolls, has actually not got the roll of 
that electorate where Germans certainly pro­
dominate. I think it must have been an over­
sight, and it is very likely, when the attention 
of the Government h<cs been drawn to it, that 
we shall see some means t<cken to have that roll 
circulated in this particular district. The elec­
toral rol) for. Aubigny, for some unintelligible 
reason, rs prmted in one paper only, and that 
is the Rvetn{lelical Stnndrtrd. I would like 
the member for Aubigny to give some ex­
planation why this distri~t is to a certain 
extent left out in the cold, for I do not think 
that paper has a very large circulation in 
Aubigny. The Ipswich roll, in addition probably 
to the local papers, is circulated in the Lertda. 
The South Brisbane electoral roll is circulated 
in five papers-the Southen~ lVo1·ld, Cow·ier, 
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Telegraph, ObseJ'VCJ', The Plante1· and Fa1'1nCJ', 
The North Brisbane roll is circulated in five 
papers-the Southern World, CouTie1·, Tele,qJ'(tph, 
Obse1·ver, The Planter and FaJ'11W1'. The Planter 
and F(t1'111C1' certainly has the pickings-no doubt 
about that, for some reason. The Valley elec­
toral roll is circulated in six papers-the SoutheTn 
World, Coul'ieJ•, TelegJ•aph, Observe1·, Valley Vindi­
catm·, and The Planter· and Fa1'11WJ', Now, with 
regard to the Vctlley Vindimtor, that is the only 
paper I have come across in which that insertion 
can be justified. It is a paper circulated in the 
Valley, and it has only one electoral roll-namely, 
its own. I have no objection to its being 
printed in that paper, :1lthough the cost is 
something like £50. Now, I believe that 
the Colonial Secretary will be able to give 
some information to the House :1s to whether 
the figures I h:1 ve referred to :1re correct. I 
think th:1t, so far :1s I c:1n judge, the expense of 
:1dvertising in the p:1pers I lmve referred to will 
be about £2,500, and I have no hesit:1tion in 
saying that £500 would have been quite sufficient 
for the purpose, and that, certainly, £2,000 is :1 
reckless waste-an mmece>,sary w:1ste of public 
money bestowed for :1 purpose th:1t I am un:1ble 
to arrive at at present. But I must say that at 
the present time such :1n unnecessary and wilful 
w:1ste of the public money is most reprehensible 
on the part of the Government, the finances of 
which are at present in a very depressed state. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B. B. 
Moreton) said : Mr. Speaker,-Since I ad­
dressed the House on this subject last week I 
have received a report from the Government 
Printer a• to the probable cost of advertising the 
quarterly rolls for this year, but I have not yet 
been able to ascertain the authorities upon which 
the advertisements were inserted in the different 
papers. That can only be obtained when the 
vouchers are sent in, and that will be very 
shortly, I believe. The total cost of advertising 
in the whole colony, the Government Printer 
has told me, will be something under £3,000. 

The HoN. J. M. J\IACROSSAN: The North 
will not get mnch of that. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is all 
I know about the matter at the present time. 
There arc some accounts, such as that of 'l'hc 
Plctntc?' ctnd F((?'1ile1', which will be very minutely 
scrutinised, and I hear that they c:1n be cut 
down considerablv on :1CC<mnt of some method 
in which the advertisements have been inserted 
in the paper. 

Mr. BLACK:: The account for that journal is 
£1,050 at present. 

Mr. NOR TON: Who authorised all the inser­
tions? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I c:1nnot 
say now, but when the vouchers come in the 
authorities for the expenditure will accompany 
them, and until then I cannot give that informa­
tion. The bulk of the advertisements were cer­
tainly authorised by the clerks of petty sessions 
under the Act. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: The Act 
s:1ys the advertisements must be inserted in one 
p:1per. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As far as 
I can ascertain, the bulk of them h:1ve been 
authorised by clerks of petty sessions, and I 
believe there is one place at the lenst where the 
clerk of petty sessions has put them in two 
papers. But, as I have already intimated, until 
the vouchers come in it cannot be ascertained 
who authorised the insertion of the advertise­
Jnents. The Gnvernrnent Printer informs nw 
th:tt he thinks the cost for the whole colony 
will he nnder .£3,000, and th:1t probably it 
will be less by cutting down some items which 

he thinks can be justly cut down. Of course the 
Government Printer has arrived at his estimate 
in the same manner as the hon. member for 
Mackay has arrived at his-namely, by measuring 
the :1d vertisements in the different newspapers 
sent to his office according to law. When the 
vouchers come in the whole thing will be more 
fully considered, and it will be explained who 
gave the authorities. I know for certain that 
nearly two-thirds of the whole have been 
authorised by clerks of petty sessions. It is very 
well known to hon. members that there has been 
great activity indeed in collecting names for the 
rolls this year, and in consequence of that the 
advertisements have assumed a larger size than 
the Government :1nticipated they would assume. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said: Mr. Speaker,­
It seems to me that the hon. member for Mackay 
is rather ignorant of the powers of the Press and 
the sort of way in which they are ea pable of 
extorting blackmail from the Government of the 
clay whoever they may be. I renlly hope my­
self that during the recess the Government will 
find some way of making a general reduction in 
the cost of advertising to the country. Here we 
have £12,500 spent on advertisements during 
the last twelve months, and we have now addi­
tional advertising for electoral rolls under 
a particular Act of Parliament. \Ve have 
a Government Printing Office which is carried 
on at great expense, and there is no reason that 
I can see why the electoral rolls should not be 
printed in that office, and distributed throughout 
the electoral districts of the colony. I think 
every elector should have a roll, and I am per­
fectly certain that the rolls could be circulated in 
that way for less money than it would cost for 
advertising them in half-a-dozen different papers, 
as has been done this time. 

Mr. KATES said: Mr. Speaker,-I rise to a 
point of order. The hon. member is referring to 
a previous debate in this House. 

The SPE.AKER : I think the hon. member for 
Cook is quite in order. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: I object to this inter­
ruption. I made no reference whatever to any 
previous debate, and am not in the least likely 
to do so. I am just t:1king ad vantage of this 
opportunity to impress upon the House and upon 
the Ministry the necessity of curtailing in some 
degree this license of the Press. I do not in the 
le:1st object to the liberty of the Press, but I do 
object to its license, and having it all its own 
rmtd and aspiring to become the first estate 
instead of being contented with the estate that is 
generally assigned to it-namely, the fourth estate. 
The Press are generally pretty well masters of the 
situation, and they are past masters in the art of 
extortion, as I well know. They have a considernble 
amount of power, and are not at all lax in the 
way they use it. Their wares are carted about 
the colony at the expense of the taxpayer. 'fhere 
is a considerable deficiency in the Post Office 
accounts, mainly caused, I believe, through 
carrying immense bales of newspapers through­
out the country at the expense of the general 
bxpayer. \Vhy should not grocers or dealers in 
any other commodity besides newsp:1pers-wool­
growers, for instance-have their goods carted 
about for nothing as well as the goods of news­
paper proprietors ? I bke considerable excep­
tion to the way in which they enjoy facilities 
which are granted to nobody else, when they are 
at the same time allowed to denounce m ern hers of 
this House, more especially anyone who advo­
cates any sort of protection to any other industry 
in the colony. They enjoy a most extravagant 
amount of protection ; they levy blackmail on 
every occasion when they have the opportunity, 
and try to rule every individual member of this 
House with a rod of iron. I myself object to 
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being ruled by any newspaper men. I have nine 
in my constituency, but I decline to bow down 
to them and worship them. I would rather 
resign my seat and allow the newspaper men to 
" boss" the colony, as far as I am concerned, 
than I would give up my own ideas or accommo­
date them to what course they choose to advise, 
more especially the individual who engineers the 
triple newspaper whJCh calls itself the leading 
journal of the colony, and which comes in here 
in this return which I hold in my hand, unde~ 
three different heads, for a subsidy of £1,500 
a year, be8icles having its goods and produce 
carted >tll over the colony for nothing. I do hope 
the Government will see their way to alter the 
present system of advertising during the recess. 

Mr. S'l'EVENSON said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
think it is r"ther inconvenient to bring up two 
or three different subjects under the same motion 
for adjournment as has been done this afternoon, 
because a member who has already spoken nn 
one question cannot speak again, when another 
matter is introduced. I think it would have 
been much better if the hon. member for Darling 
Downs had left the matter he has brought 
forwarrl for another occasion. However, I 
would like to say a word or two ref:arding 
the telegrm11s n,hnut floating mining con1panies. 
I agree with Bome hon. members that it would 
be a very bar! thing for the colony if anything in 
the way of a bogus mine were floated at 'home for 
a large snrn ; but I must say that the position 
taken up by the Government is a very invi­
dious one, and one that will be a very bad thing 
indeed for this colony; and unless they name the 
mines which they referred to in the telegram, it 
will be very unfair to those people who hold goorl 
mines and wish to float them at home. I do nnt 
want to see anything done to prevent money 
coming into the country in a legitimate way ; at 
the same time I do not want to see it intro­
duced by illegitimate or improper means. But 
I must say that it is wrong for the Chief 
Secretary to take U]l the position of guardian of 
the purse of the British public. He has quite 
enough to do to look after the purse of the 
colony ; and instead of sending telegrams home, 
if ho would look after the sums spent in reckless 
advertising· it would be more to the purpose. It 
is dbgraeeful the money that has been spent, 
not only in this instance, but in advertising 
generally throughout the colony. Money has 
been thrown away in the most reckless manner, 
and it is done in such a wav that even :Ministers 
of the Crown do not understand how it is done, 
for sine~ this nmtter was brought up before the 
Colonial Secretary he has not been able to find out 
who authorised those advertisements. I never heard 
of such a thing, Mr. Speaker. I will guarantee that 
if I were a lilinister of the Crown, in the Colonial 
Secretary's Ottice, I would find it out in ten 
minutes. It does not show that he has taken 
much interest in the matter. Such an expendi­
ture ought to have been looked into most care­
fully before this ; and I think there ought to be 
some new style of advertising. Instead of snb­
sirlising newspapers as we are doing at the present 
time, if these advertisements were published in 
the Government Gazette, and presented to every 
elector in the colony, it would be much cheaper. 
The electoral roll of one district is pnblished in 
nine or ten different newspapers, and the Eum­
{!elical Standw·d seems to have got the whole of 
them, though I do not believe a dozen copies of 
it circulate outside Brisbane. 'rhe same may be 
said of '!'he Planter and Fm·me1·. I hope sr;me­
thing will be done before long to remedy the pre­
sent reckless expenditure of money in the matter 
of advertising. 

Mr. ANl'I'EAR said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish 
to say a few words in reference to advertising. 

Surely hem. members d0 not forget that last 
session we passed· a new Elections Act, and 
that one of the clauses states that fresh appli­
cations must be sent in by every elector. :Men 
who have been on the rolls for twenty years 
had to send in fresh applicntion8, and that has 
cau8ed a large atnount of work-rnuch larger 
than will take place again-until we pass another 
Elections Act ; and I do not think tlutt in a 
colony like this we can give too great publicity 
in the nmtter of elections. vV e profess to see 
that every man who has the proper status 
shall have an opportunity of placing his 
name . on the roll, and I think the money 
spent in advertising the names of people 
who claim to have the right to appear on the 
roll, if properly spent, is money well spent. As 
regards the publication of the Mulgrave roll in 
the Zeitunq newspaper in Brisbane, I think that 
was very proper. I am not snre whether the 
l\1aryborough roll or the Gympie roll was 
published in that paper or not, but I know that 
in the three electorates I have mentioned there 
are n1any Gerrnans who cn.nnot spe::tk Engljsh, 
and I think the least that can be done is to 
advertise their names in a paper which will be 
sent to them and which they can read. I feel 
sure that no exception will be t>tken on that 
score. Our German colonists at the present time 
are some of our best colonists. \Vhat have 
we seen in Brisbane of late? \V e do not 
sec many Gerrnans ::unong the unmnployed, 
and they are not heard asking charity from any 
other claHs ; and being all Buch good colonists, 
I think the (~overnment are quite right, whoevet' 
the officers may be, in publishing the electoral 
rolls in a paper they can understand. 

Mr. BLACK : They are published in English. 
Mr. AN::"< EAR: Not in the Zeitung. 

Mr. BLACK: Yes. 
2\Ir. NJ:URPHY said : Mr. Speaker,-The rolls 

are published in English in the Zcitnng. I 
looked through it to-day with the hon. memher 
for JYiaclmy, and I can inform hon. members 
tlwt even the hea<lings <trc published in 
English, and that not a single nan1e, \Vorcl, or 
line is published in German. Now, what is the 
use of publishing the rolls in English in a German 
newspaper? Not the least in the world. It looks 
very much as if there was some nnrlerhand work 
in the Colonial Secretary's Office with regard to 
advertising. Otherwise it was given to those 
newspapers with some special object. \Vhat that 
object can be I do not care to say ; but it 
certainly lnuks to me, and I know it looks to the 
general public, as if there was something hidden; 
rtnd the sooner the Colonial Secretary gets to the 
bottom of the matter the better it will be for 
himself and for the Government. 

Mr. LISSNER, in reply, said : Mr. Speaker, 
-I notice that a good many hon. members have 
taken advantage of my motion for adjournment 
to the fullest extent, and I hardly know where I 
started. \Vith regard to printing the nameo of 
electors in .English, as he called it, in a German 
newspaper, I may just as well inform the hon. 
member for Barcoo that most Germans can read 
the Roman letters as well as the Gothic, and I 
think there is nu damage done so far as names 
being- printeU in Hornan letters in the Gerrnan 
Zoitunr! io concerned. In regard to the matter I 
brought before the House, I thonght it my duty, 
a::; a 1nen1ber of a very large rnining ~on11nunity 
that has struggled for tnany years, fLnd IS now con­
siUererl{>f son1e ilnportanceas a.rrdning COlTIInunity 
in Queenshtnd, to take their part and warn hon. 
members of this House, as well as the Govern­
rnent, not to be too officious in interfering with 
their industry. I do not want to 'ee any man in 
the colony or outside of it taken ad vantage of or 
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gulled in buying shares in gold-mines; but there 
is always a way of getting all the information re­
quired for investors, and I trust the Government 
will give all the information they are asked for 
by people in the colony or outside ; but when 
they are not asked they have no right to 
say anything about it. Let people take their 
chance all round. I ha vo heard during the 
discussion remarks about there being rogues 
and vagabonds among the miners, and that 
some of them are very shady ; but I may 
say that tJ:ere are people among other classes 
who are qmte as shady; and I trust that those 
who speculate in mining and those who do not 
speculate in mining will give it fair play and not 
use harsh terms towards the industry, such as 
"\vilcl cats," "bogus cmnpanies," and other such 
terms. I beg to withdraw the motion. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the motion be withdrawn? 

The PREMIER: No. 

Question put and negatived. 

TRADE UNIONS BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the PREMII~R, this Bill 
was read a third time, passed, and ordered to 
be transmitted to the Legislative Council by 
me3sage in the usual form. ' 

ORDEE OF BUSINESS. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! said 

on :Friday last that the Government proposed to 
take into consideration on Tuesday the me:;sage 
of the Legislative Council with reference to the 
Local Government Act Amendment Bill before 
taking the Orders of the Day. I will therefore 
move that the House now pass to the Orders of 
the Day. 

Question put and passed. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

CONSIDERATION 01!' LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S 
MESSAGE 01<' 27TH DISTANT. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Spe;:cker 
eft the clmir, and the House went into com­

mittee to consider the Legislative Council's 
message. 

The PRKVIIER said the amendment made 
by the Legislative Council in the Bill, as ;:clready 
pointed out, was the addition of the words "and 
not otherwise" to the 8th clau"e. He did not 
know why the amendment was made. It had 
no meaning, but if it had, it would be an infringe­
ment of the functions of that House in respect 
to matters relating to money. On the 27th 
October-last W ednesday-the Legislative As­
sembly had the matter under consideration 
::end the Bill was then returned to the Council 
with a message intimating that the amendment 
had been di"agreed to for the following reasons :-

" Becanse the addition of the words proposed to be 
added is unnecessary, inasmuch as the 1st paragr:1ph 
of the clause nlrendy provides that the purposes men­
ionetl in the clause arc the only pnrpo.scs to which 

revenue derived from waterworks may be applied. The 
repetition of the words 'and not otherwi~c' as pro­
posed appears, therefore, not to add any distinctness to 
the exclusive defi~ition of those purposes, but rather to 
obscure the mcan1ng of the clause. 

"rrhe J .. cgislative Assembly have offered these reasons 
without waiving their right to insist upon the reason 
that the pl'oposed amendment, if it had any effect upon 
the menning of the clause, would be a manifest infringe­
ment of the privileges of the Legislative Asscmblr, as 
they have heen always claimed by this House, ~and 
have lately been declared by the Privy Council in a case 
submitted at the joint request of both Houses." 

Well, he had hoped that upon receipt of the 
message the Council would either not have in­
sisted on the amendment or would have pointed 
out that they did not desire to infringe the privi­
leges of that House, because he had been very 
reluctant to believe that after the solemn decision 
of the Privy Council arrived at after the joint re­
quest of both Houses the Legislative Council would 
so ostentatiously endeavour to infringe the privi­
leges of the Assembly as they apparently intended 
to do. However, that hope of his was clisap­
pointed, for the Council returned the Bill to the 
House with a message stating that they insisted 
on the amendment, because-

" The amendment is necessary to make the clam::e 
complete, and prevent the undue diversion of fnnds 
derived from water rates to purposes unconnected with 
wa..ter supply." 

That was a matter with which the Legislative 
Council had no concern whatever; so that from 
their message it could only be inferred that they 
had deliberately attempted to pick a quarrel, a• 
they did last year over the same Bill ; but the 
curious part of it was that, although they had 
endeavoured to interfere with that which was 
exclusively the business of the Legislative 
Assembly, they had not succeeded in doing so, 
because the words which had been added were 
absolutely meaningless and had no operation 
whatever. He httd never known an instance 
where such a curious combination of circum­
stances had occurred-where the Legislttti ve 
Council, having deliberately attempted to 
interfere with the privileges of the House, 
had totally failed to do so. Under those circum­
stances he thought the proper thing to do-the 
Council not having· succeeded in doing any harm 
-was not to insist upon the disagreement, but 
to point out to the Council the reasons why the 
amendment was accepted, without waiving any 
of the privileges of the Assembly. In order to 
assist hon. members he had had circulated a 
draft of the me.,sage which he proposed to send 
to the other Chamber. If approved of, the 
message would read thus :-

The Legislative Assembly have received with much 
concern and regret the message of the Legislative 
Council insisting upon their amendment in clause 8 of 
the Local Government Act Amendment Bill, on the 
ground that the a..mendment is necessary to make the 
chmse complete and prevent the undue diversion of 
fnnds derived from water rates for purposes uncon­
nected with water supply. Prom this message the 
I.~e~islative Assembly can only und.crstand that the 
Legislative Council insist upon the amendment as being 
a material alteration of the clause. 

The Legishttive Assembly have already by their 
message of 27th October pointed. out that the proposed 
amendment, if it had any effect u-pon the meaning of 
the clause, wonld be a manifest infringement of their 
privileges, as they have been always claimed by this 
House, and have lately been declared by the Privy 
Council in a case submitted at the request of both 
liOUS{'S. 

If, therefore, the effect of the amendment were to 
alter the meaning of the clause, as intended by the 
Legislative Council, it 'vould be manifestly impossible 
for the Legislative Assembly to agree to it. But, 
considering that, as pointed out in the Legislative 
Assembly's previous message, the provisions of the 
clause, as passed by the Legi:o;lative Assembly, rtistinctly 
and completely define the only purposPs to which the 
revenue derived by municipalities from waterworks 
can be applied, and that the additional words U.o not in 
any way affect that definition or alter the meaning of 
the clause, but are merely surplusage, it appears that 
the infringement of the privileges of the Legislative 
Assembly which the Legislative Council's message 
indieates to have been contemplated has not been 
actually offectetl. 

'rhe Legislative Assembly, while deeply regretting 
the action of the I.Jegislative Council, and espceially the 
reasons assigned for that action, are not Ul~poscd to lay 
aside, merely on the ground of an unfulfilled intention to 
invade their privileges, a Bill of so much importance to 
the public at large. They do not, therefore, insist on 
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their disagreement to the amendment of the I1egislative 
Council; but desire it to be understood that by this 
action they in no way waive their undoubted privi­
leges. 

After full consideration, the Government thought 
that that was the be.st way to deal with the 
matter, and he therefore moved that the Assembly 
do not insist upon their disagreement. 

Mr. NOR TON said the leader of the Govern­
ment seemed to attribute to members of the 
Legislative Council a distinct desire to infringe 
the rights of the Assembly. He did not agree 
with the hon. member in that; he thought the 
message returned by the Legislative Council 
might be rather attributed to the hon. member's 
own remarks when the subject was before them 
previously, in which he spoke exceedingly strongly 
of the action of the Legislative Council. 

The PRE:\1IER: That could not have been 
so, because they had not heard them or seen 
them. 

Mr. NORTON said it was easy for hon, 
members in the other House to ascertain what 
had passed in the Assembly without seeing 
Hansanl. There were generally one or two 
members sitting on the benches outside the bar, 
so that it was by no means impossible for them 
to know what had taken place. He thought it 
probable that the members of the other Chamber 
were somewhat irritated bythe remarks which had 
fallen from the hon. gentleman, and therefore did 
not give that consideration to the Assembly's 
mes:;age which it would otherwise have received. 
The hon. member, while attributina those 
motives to the other Chamber, had sho~n good 
reason for believing that they did not exist, 
when he pointed out that the addition of the 
words did not alter the meaning of the clause. 
He {Mr. Norton) thought that if the other 
Cham her desired to infringe the rights of the 
Assembly they would take very good care to do 
it in such a form that there would be no mistake 
whatever about their intention. The probability 
seemed to be that the words were added because 
of what looked something like a discrepancy 
between the last clause of the Bill and the 2nd 
paragraph of the 5th clause. There it provided 
that the surplus net annual revenue from 
the waterworks, after paying the annual 
instalments and all the working expenses, 
should be deemed to be the revenue of 
the municipality. It wr~s quite possible that 
the other Ch.:~mber, with a desire to carry out 
the wi.sh of the Assembly, and provide that the 
?.:~lance should be devoted to the purposes 
mtended by the Assembly, as expressed in the 
last clause, added the words "and not other­
wise" to the clause. 'rhat, he thought, was the 
motive of the other Chamber ; but at the same 
time he thought that if they looked at the mr~tter 
cr~lmly they would see that the words did not in 
any sense alter the meaning of the clause. He 
might s.:~y that he had not spoken to r~ny member 
of the other Chamber on the subject. It was 
suggested to him outside the House, by a gentle­
man who had nothing whatever to do with 
Parliament, that that was a possible explr~na­
tion, and he {Mr. Norton) thought it was a very 
probable one. 

The PREMIER said he did not think that 
from what they knew officially of the action of the 
other Chamber they could attribute it to any 
such cause as that sugge~ted by the hon. 
member. \Vhen he (the Premier) was speaking 
on \Vednesday last the Upper House was sitting, 
and the matter was dealt with immediately the 
message went up from the Assembly. The 
message they sent back, which was all the 
Assembly could know officially of their action, 
seemed to be a direct defiance. It showed 
plainly that they intended to alter materially 
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the meaning o the clause. However, they had 
not succeeded in doing so, and it was not worth 
while making a quarrel out of it. He did not 
wish to be understood to mean that he believed 
all the members of the other House desired to 
infringe the privileges of the Assembly. He had 
reason to believe that a great many of them did 
not, and would be very reluctant to do anything 
of the kind ; but at the same time he had no 
hesitation in saying that he believed there were 
a great many of them who did desire to do it, 
and who would take every opportunity of trying 
to do it. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said he was not very 
well up in constitutional law, but it seemed to 
him that the other Chamber had some ground 
in the present case. He thought that if the words 
"and not otherwise" in the 28th line had not 
been inserted there, but had been inserted by the 
Chief Secretary himself in the position where the 
Council had placed them, the clause would have 
been complete and perfect. It would, in his 
opinion, have been much better then thnn as it went 
to the other Chamber. He did not think the action 
of the Legislative Council was at all interfering 
with the consolidated revenue or the appropria­
tion of it. He would be as jealous ns anyone 
in guarding the privileges of the Assembly, but he 
did not wish to see the other Chamber emascu­
lated altogether, and made of no possible use. 
He had always looked upon them as a very 
useful check to hasty legislation. He did not see 
that an amendment like that, which was a purely 
verbal one, and strictly in accordance with the 
intention of the clause, should be objected to by 
the Assembly. For his part he did not take the 
slightest umbrage at it. 

Mr. NORTON said he did not think the 
amendment was one they should take any offence 
at. He did not believe it was necessary, because 
he considered that the words in the 1st para­
graph governed all the rest of the clause. He 
thought the Chief Secretary was unwise in 
making those charges against members in another 
place, It had occurred to him, from the way 
the hon. gentleman had spoken on more than one 
occasion, that he was not unwilling to pick a 
quarrel with the other Chamber. He (Mr. 
N orton) had never referred to the matter before ; 
but he could not help thinking on more than one 
occasion-in fact on more than two or three 
occasions-that the strength of the language used 
by the leader of the Government was not justi­
fied by circumstances. \Vhy should they attri­
bute to hon. gentlemen in the other House a 
desire to infringe the privileges of the Assembly? 

The PREMIER : They tell us so formally in 
the message. 

Mr. NORTON said the other House had con­
sented to submit a case to the Privy Council, 
and that had been decided distinctly against 
them-so distinctly that no question could be 
raised on the subject again; and after that he 
thought they should not be so eager to attribute 
to hon. gentlemen in the other House a desire to 
infringe the rights of the Assembly. Instead of 
attributing improper motives to them, the hon. 
member ought to seek some other grounds for the 
action they had taken. He (Mr. N orton) was cer­
tainly disposed to do so. As he pointed out, that 
section did not sec11n to agree with tbe 5th section; 
and although he did not think the words were 
necessary at the end of the clause, they had no 
doubt been added to prevent any surplus being 
diverted to ordinary revenue. 

Mr. vV. BROOKES said the matter was one 
of considerable importance, and he should be 
ghd if it could be settled by the Premier and 
the leader of the Opposition. But some of the 
remarks that fell from the leader of the Oppo-
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sition did not seem to him to be quite in accord­
ance with facts. It was said that the decision of 
the Privy Council had been accepted as final by 
the other House, but his re.1ding of the debates 
that had taken place in that Chamber had not 
led him to that conclusion. There were gentle­
men in the other place, he thought, who did not 
regard that decision as by any means final­
gentlemen who showed a considerable amount 
of determination on that very matter, as to 
whether the question referred to the Privy 
Council was by that decision finally and for ever 
settled. They thought they saw some way to 
escape from that decision-so he read what they 
said. They did not seem to him to attach any 
reverence to the decision of the Privy Council. 
But so far as reg-arded the conduct of the Premier 
in the matter, he thought they would all agree 
with the opinion expressed by the highest autho­
rities in England that the Premier's conduct 
all through that quarrel, if quarrel it could be 
called-he preferred to call it a misunderstanding 
-had been in the highest degree dignified and 
temperate. Looking at all the various surround­
ings of the case, how easy it was to feel annoy­
ance at what had taken place ! 

Mr. NOR TON : It is easy for both sides to 
do that. 

Mr. W. BROOKES said it was; but the 
Premier had never shown the slightest sign of re­
taliation. In the other place he saw that there 
were certain uneasy elemP-nts, and that they would 
" break out in a fresh place," as was Baid in the 
vernacular, as soon as ever they got a chance. 
He really thought that hon. members, as a House, 
ought, in standing by their order, not to stand 
ridiculously on their dignity. There were certain 
rights and privileges which ought to be inviol­
able, but they would gain nothing by attaching too 
much importance topossiblyunintentional slights. 
It would be far better to err in the other direc­
tion. The couduct throughout of the Premier 
and the Speaker had been everything it ought to 
have been. He could not say as much for the 
other place. They seemed inclined to pick a 
quarrel-that he inferred distinctly from what 
took place last week-and he trusted, now they 
had shelved a very important measure for six 
months, that during the interval they would 
come to a state of sweet reasonableness. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIR~!AN re­

ported the resolution of the Committee. 
The PREMIER moved that the Bill be 

returned to the Legislative Council with the 
following message :-

l\In. PRJ<.~·uuL\G CnAtRi.\IAN, 
The r.egislative Assembly have received with 

much coucern and regret the message of the r,egisla­
tive Council insisting upon their amendment in clause 
8 of the r,oeal Government Act Amendment Bill, on the 
ground that the amendment is necessary to make the 
clause complete and prevent the undue div.ersion of 
funds derived from water rates fot' purposes uncon­
nected with water supply. From this messngc the Legis­
lative Assembly can only understand that the IJegiRla­
tive Council insist upon the amendment as being a 
m~Lterial alteration of the clause. 

'l'he Le.dslative Assembly have already, by their 
message of 27th October, pointed out that the propo~ed 
amendment, if it had any effect upon the meaning of 
the clause, would be a ma,nifest infringement of thcil· 
privileges, a:; they have been alway~ chimed by this 
House, and ha.ve lately been declared by the Privy 
Council in a case submitted at the request of both 
Houses. 

If, therefore, the effect of the amendment were to 
alter the meaning of the clause, as intended by the 
l;egislative Council, it would be manifestly impossible 
for the I1egislative Assembly to agree to it. But con­
sidering that, as pointed out in the Legislative Assem­
bly's previous mess;tge, the p1·ovisions of the clause, as 
pa8sed by the J1egblative Assembly, distinctly and 
completely deline the only purposes to which the 
revenue derived by municipalities from waterworks can 

be applied, and that tl1e additional words do not in any 
way affect that definition or alter the meaning of the 
clause, but :tre merely surplusage, it ttppears that the 
infringement of the privileges of the I.Jegislative 
Assembly which the Legislative Council's m£'\,;;sttge 
indica.tes to hnve been contemplated has not been 
actually effected. 

The Lcgisla,tive Assembly, while deeply regretting 
the aetiou of tlll?' LPgislative Council, and espeeially the 
reasons assigned for th~tt aetion, nre not disposed to lay 
aside, merely on the gronud of an unfulfillerl intention 
to invade their privileges. :t Bill of so mneh imllOrtancc 
to the public~ nt large. 'rhey do not, therefore, insist on 
their disagreement to the amendment of the Legislativ.e 
Council, but desire it to 1Je understood that lJy this 
action they in no way waive their undoubted pri'~i­
legeg. 

Mr. NORTO~ said: Mr. Speaker,-! think 
it would be well if we were to omit from the 4th 
paragmph the words "merely on the ground of 
an unfulfilled intention to invade their privi­
leges." 

The PREMIER : They are very good words. 
Mr. NOHTON: I do not think there is any­

thing to justify them. I have already indicated 
my reason for believing they are not justified ; 
therefore I submit to the Chief Secretary thttt, 
rather thttn run the risk of provoking a quarrel 
or any ill-feeling with the other House, it would 
be advisable to omit those words. I formally 
move that they be omitted. 

The P HE:iYIIER said: I think the words ought 
to form part of the message, sir, the Legislative 
Gouncil having so ostentatiously set forth their 
intention. It was pointed out to them by 
message that their amendment would be a 
manifest infringement of the privileges of this 
House, and their message in reply is that they 
insist upon the amendment because it will have 
that effect. They say as plainly as pos~ib.le, "1N e 
insist upon the amendment because 1t 1s neces­
sary, and because it is an infringement of y(~ur 
privileges." I think, sir, we are bound to notiCe 
a matter like that. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the message-put and 
passed. 

Jl.fessage, as read, put and passed. 

MARYBOROUGH TO GAYNDAH 
RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS moved­
That the Spea.l.;:er do now lertve the chair, and the 

Hou~e resolve itself into a Committee of the ·whole to 
consi<ler the follmving resolutions, namely:-

l. rnmt the House approves of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed railway from Mary­
borough to Gayndah, wction Ko. 1, from .12 miles 
21 chains 85 links, on the 1\laryborough Itmlway, at 
:.\fungarr, to 25 miles 27 chains 50 liuks, near Clift.on. in 
lcnrrth 25miles 75 clutins50links, as laid upon the table 
of il1e House on 'ruesda~r, the 26th ultimo. 

~. 'rhat the plan, scetion, and book of reference be 
forwarde<l to the J,egislative Council for their :tpproval, 
by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed, and the House went 
into committee accordingly. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving-
1. Tlmt the House approves of the pla.n, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed railway from Mary­
borough to Gayndah, section No. l, from 12 miles 
21 c1uiins so links, on the ~iaryborongh Itailway, at 
3Inngarr. to 25 miles 27 chains 50 links, near Clifton, in 
length 25 miles 7;) chains 50 links, as laid upon the table 
of the House on 'ruesday, the 26th ultimo. 

2. 'I11mt the plan, section, and book of reference be for­
warded to the Legislative Council for their approval, by 
me .. sage in the usual form. 
-said, in introducing this motion, he wished to 
intimate that at the time the Government had 
their railway policy under consideration they 
came to the conclusion thttt it was desimble that 
railway construction should be intrmluced into 
the Wide Bay and Burnett districts. Those were 
the only two settled districts of the colony that 
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had made but comparatively little progress, yet 
they were of vast extent and large resources, 
and the Government came to the conclusion that 
in order to bring about a better state of things 
there they should open up the country by rail­
way communication, more particularly because 
of its great natural wealth in the shape of 
agricultural land, timber, and minerals. On 
those grounds the Government determined 
to place a sum upon the Loan Estimates 
for the purpose of opening up that vast 
extent of valuable country. He might say, at 
the outset, that he had not been able per­
sonally to visit the locality, which he very 
much regretted, especially as he had promised to 
do so, but business matters pressed so heavily 
upon him that he found it impossible to spare 
the time. However, he had done the next best 
thing he could do-that was, to endeavour to 
obtain the very best information possible as to 
the character of the country the line would pass 
through. And he was assured that the country 
was admirably adapted for agricultural purposes 
and for grazing purposes, and that a large a1nount 
of settlement would take place there when the faci­
lities of railway communication were provided. 
The reason why so much good land there was lying 
idle was because it was at present inaccessible to 
market. They all knew very well that agricul­
tural produce could not afford to pay long land 
haulage, and he was positive that if the line 
were constructed it would lead to a large amount 
of close settlement. He had before him a report 
by l\fr. Surveyor Charlton, who was well 
acquainted with the country, and he described 
it in the following terms :-

"At the Clifton homestead farm I saw excellent 
samples of potatoes, maize, lu.cernc, oats, and other farm 
produce, a splendid earnest of \vllat may be expected 
from the rich apple-tree flats on the }fnnna wa.ters and 
the Gigoomgan and ·reebn.r black soil lands when this 
line links them to a market. 

"r .. arge areas of mineral lands, which appear to be a 
perfect storehouse of mineral wealth, have been selected 
in this nei~hbourhood; and leaving the Clifton pre­
t-mptivc at 26l miles, a large mineral selection is passed 
through. Boompa Creek is reached at about 27~ miles, 
and its wn,ters are followed upwards through very good 
country (apple-tree flats and well-grassed ridges) to the 
range at 32i miles dividing the ~fary and Burnett 
waters.'' 

Mr. ADAMS: 'Whose report is that? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it was 
Mr. Charlton's report; he was a licenHed sur­
veyor. It was a well-known fact that the Wide 
Bay and Burnett districts were full of minerals 
of all descriptions-gold, silver, copper; in fact, 
there was scarcely any mineral which had not 
been discovered in them. That district was 
bound to rise. It was one of the fine~t timbered 
districts in the whole of Queensland. Mr. 
Charlton reported-

" Gigoomgan, Glenbarr, Tee bar, Clifton, and Boompa 
are the most suitable for agriculture. These are all 
situated on the watershed of the 1'Iunna Creek, which, 
heading in the Burnett Range, joins the River Mary at 
~Iiva after a south-ea'>terly course about 60 miles." 

It was perfectly well known that "flats" were 
land always very suitable for agricultural pur­
poses. The report went on :-

"The black-soil and apple-tree flats on the :.\Iunna, 
and its large tributaries, Eel, Sandy, and Tee bar Creekf',, 
are quite equal in depth and richness of soil to the best 
of the Bnrnett country, and being sitnated on tlw 
eastern fall of the Burnett R.ange receive a larger and 
more reliable rainfall. Permanent water is never fail­
ing in the lagoous and many watercourses 1vith which 
the country is everywhere intersected. 

"The ap:ple-tree flats fringe the banks of Yaroombah 
and Boompa Creeks, and there is a large area of avail­
able scrub lnnd on Clifton Creek, bnt the long carriage 
m·cr bad roads ne<~r-ssary to reach a market has hitherto 
been an etfeetu:tl bar to selection on these lands for the 

purposes of agriculture, although the home farms and 
orchards at the various stations prove that maize, oats, 
lucerne, fruit, vegetables, etc., can be grown with the 
greatest success. 

"On the heads of I%1 and Sandy Creeks is situated a 
most extensive pine scrub, and wbich includes a 
splenclid block of from 15 to 20 square miles of fairly 
level scrub suit ~tble for agriculture. This scrub, from 
its great extent, the richne~s of its soil, the size and 
quantity of its pine timber, which renders it one 
of the most important in the district, is included in a 
State forest reserve." 

So far as he had been able to ascertain those 
statements could be easily verified, and he was 
perfectly satisfied that when access was given to 
that country by railway there would be a large 
settlement in the shape of agricultural, dairy, 
and grazing farms. It was known to be about 
the best timbered district almost in existence. 
Mr. Char! ton went on to say :-

"The ~Iungarr to Gayndnh line, as now surveyed, 
passes through a wide radiuR of country. as well, and in 
some cases better, timbered than that described for a 
distance of over thirty (30) mile:-;. rrhe most heavily 
timbered of these lands are reserved as State forests 
and timberreserves~na,mely, the Ylyrtle Creek Re~erve 
of about 50 square miles, Stony Creek Reserve of about 
60 sqnare miles, \Voowoonga lteserve of about 5-1 
sttmn·e miles, and the Eel and Sandy Creek Reserve of 
about 70 S(tmn·c miles. A total of about 235 Sttmtre 
miles reserved for timber, on most of which there has 
not yet been a tree cut." 

Mr. BLACK said he rose to a point of order. 
He would like to know whether the inform:1tion 
given to the Committee in the document from 
which the Minister for 'Works was reading such 
voluminous extracts was official or otherwise. 
He did not think the hon. gentleman should read 
it if it did not bear the impression of the official 
stamp. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS said they 
were all facts to be found in the records and 
books of the Lands Department. All those 
reserves and State forests--

Mr. BLACK said he would like the ruling of 
the Chairman on the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was quite competent 
for the hon. gentleman to quote from any 
authority ; and if he were doing so he was quite 
in order. 

Mr. BLACK said he would like to ascertain 
whether the paper bore the stamp of official 
authority. 

Mr. ANNEAR said that for the information 
of the hon. member for Mackay he might say 
that Mr. Charlton was a Government surveyor 
-a gentleman whose ability Mr. Tully, the 
Surveyor-General, would vouch for. 

Mr. ADAMS said there was another thing 
that he might mention-that the surveyor in 
question was an employe of a syndicate in Mary­
borough. 

Mr. ANNEAR said that Mr. Charlton was 
not. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not asked the hon. 
member for Maryborough. He (Mr. Adams) 
knew that Mr. Charlton had been employed by 
a syndicate in Maryborough to give that report. 
It appeared to him that the Minister for vVorks 
was actually afraid to read his own official 
report, and rather took that one which had been 
got by the people of Maryborough themselves 
and was paid for by them. 

The J\HNISTER FOR WORKS said he did 
not think it was of very much importance 
whether he read it or not; only he thought 
hon. members would have been glad to receive 
the very best information he could give them. 
Apparently it was too favourable for hon. 
members opposite, as they wished to find some 
ways and means of opposing the proposed 
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railway. But nevertheless it was a known fact 
thnt there were 250 square miles of forest land 
fit for timber-getting purposes. There was no 
getting over that. The timber-growing in that 
locality was a great mine of wealth. They were 
now hauling timber from where the proposed line 
would go to Tiara, a distance of 30 miles. That 
alone showed the necP"lsity, :tt all events, of 
endeavouring to do something for the opening 
up of that extensive country. As he had said 
before, there was a large r1uantity of minerals, 
including gold, silver, and copper; and 1\Iount 
Shamrock was close to the line. The hon. mem­
ber for M:tclmy objected to the line, but he (Mr. 
Miles) sincerely wished that the Mackay line was 
as good n,s that one would be. That hon. member 
had managed to put the country to the co"t of 
that "white elephant" at JVIackay, and thought 
that nobody else should get any railway facilities. 
He (the Minister for Works) maintained that the 
\Vide Bay and Btlt'nett districts were teeming with 
mineral wealth and timber; that they were well 
adapted for agricultural purposes and for dairy 
n,nd grazing farming, and that there would be a very 
large settlement there. Perhaps the hon. gentle­
man showed his opposition to that line because 
he thought there was a prospect of having 
grazing farms in the district and settling j;eople 
on the land. He was perfectly satisfied, apart 
from the gold-fields, that the Bnrnett and 
\Vide Bay districts were rich in minerals of all 
descriptions. The Chief J<:ngineer, in furnishing 
his estimate of the cost of that linP, stated that--

" The section commences at the Mnryhorongh station 
on the -:\l[nryborough and Gympic Railway at about 12~ 
miles from l\Iaryborough, and running in a direction :t 
little south of west ends ncnr Clifton, the length 
being 25 miles 27 chains 50 links. The course of the 
line is very direct, being only 3 miles in excess of the 
distance in a straight line between the extreme points. 
The ruHng gradient is 1 in 50, and the minimum radius of 
curve is 6 chains,,vith not less than 3 chains of straig-ht be­
tween reverse curves. The earthworks are not heavy, and 
although there is in all a considerable length of bridge 
work, it is not of a costly description, and the other 
waterways are comparatively light. The necessary 
timber for bridges and sleepers can be obtained near 
the line, and stone snitalJlc for ballast is abundant. 
Provision is mnde for stations as follows :-At 9f miles. 
Myrtle stalion, to accommodate a smaU existing an cl pos­
sibly larger future settlement about there; 2,Jl: milPs, Clif­
ton station, at the end of the section, ·where timbcrtraftic 
may be expected and also the trattic to and from :Jiary­
borough of the following cattle stations :-Glenbarr, 
Gigoomgan, 'reebar, Clifton, and Boompa. The length 
of line to construct is 25 miles 27 chains 50 link~, and 
the approxim11tc estimated cost is £101,899, or £t,02l per 
mile." 
The particulars of the cost the engineer gave 
as follows :-Clearing, £1,267 ; fencing, £4 055; 
earthwork, £24,560 15s.; road diversions and' level 
crossings, £89810,;,; bridge,, cui verts, and drains, 
£19,034 6s.; permanent way, £34,878 1Gs. 7d.; 
station works, £4,140; supervision, £3,801; con­
tingencies, £9,263 10s. 5d.; total, £101,898 18s. 
The amount of haulage of timber on that line 
would alone be quite sufficient to lwep the rolling­
stock in motion, n,nd he was perfectly satisfied 
that those who used the line would be prepared 
to pay a fair remuneration for carrying their 
timber, considering that at the present time they 
had to haul it by bullocks for a distance of 30 
miles. He moved the motion standing in his 
nmne. 

Mr. NORTON said he thought there were 
many members on the other side of the Com­
mittee who wished to speak on that subject, and 
who were personally acquainted with the country 
through which the proposed line would pass. 
He would like to hear something from the hon. 
Colonial Secretary, who had lived in the district 
for many years, and could tell them something 
about the country. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that in 
rising to support the motion of his hon. colleague 

the Minister for \Vorks, for the construction of a 
railway from Maryborough to Gayndah, he 
might state that he believed that was the only 
instance in which one of the oldest populated 
di,tricts had remained without any railway cmn­
munication whatever up to the present day. If 
he was not mistaken it was settled upon at as 
early n, date as Darling Downs. He believed 
some of the original settlers came ttlong through 
Darling Downs to settle on the Burnett very 
shortly after the fil'£t settlers came on to 
Darling Downs proper. Yet the district had 
not yet been opened up by means of railway 
communication. The question was mooted by 
himself in Parliament in 187 4, and also several 
years before by the then representative of the 
district, Nir. Ed wards. Yet the present was 
the first time a Government had put l1cfore 
Parliament a proposal to make a railway from 
JVIaryborough into that country. He had no 
doubt that members would have observerl on 
looking at the map that there was a very large 
arert of country through which the line would go 
in which there was not a single acre alienated. 
There was a small amount of selection in the 
Burnett district proper. He was not alluding 
to the district watered by the Barambah. Along­
the course of the Burnett proper mul its tribu­
taries, both east and west and north, there was a 
very s1nall a.creage taken up and alienated. 
There were some selections around Gayndah, aJl(l 
there was a selection of G40 acres at Ban Ban 
and another of G40 acres at Degilbo. But going 
further up there was no other alienated hn1d 
except a few country allotments in a small town­
ship started some years ago, and the mineral areas 
about Rawbelle. And then there was no more 
until they got further up the Bnrnett, under 
what was called the Gladstone Range, where, 
he believed, there were four or five pre­
emptions. Beyond that there was no alien­
ated country in that district. They there­
fore had a district which he was perfectly 
satisfied they would not get people to settle 
upon until they made a mihvay into it, 
There wa.s a larger quantity of land not alienated 
in that district than in any other district in the 
colony. He thought there were nearly 8,000 
square miles of country unalienated ; and one 
reason why a railway should be mttde into 
the district was to induce people to settle 
on it. Some railways that had been made in 
the colony had been constructed to meet the 
traffic requirements of the suburban districts. 
Those railways had always been projected with 
the idea that they would pay immediately, and 
they shonld do so; but, whether the proposed 
line would pay or not at once, he thought it was 
one that wonld be supported by the Committee 
on better grounds than that. 

Mr. BLACK called attention to the state of 
the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARYsn,iclhemust 
thank the hon. member for drawing attention to 
the state of the Committee. in order that hon. 
members might know what' they were asked to 
vote for. As he had said before, some rail ways 
had been mnrle for the snburban traffic, hut the 
one now proposed \vas to go inland, where at 
present there was no railway, and where there 
would he no settlement unless they took a rail­
way there. That reason, he thought, was a very 
strong one for 1naking the line. The railway 
which the hrm. member who led the Opposition 
would heartily advocate-the line from Bunrla­
berg to Gladstone-the hon. gentleman :vould, 
he presmned, support on the ground that 1t wrcs 
a defence railway. 

Mr, NORTON: Hear, hear! 
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'l'he COLONIAL SECRETARY said t!.at 
was a very good reason, he dared say, but still that 
line would not be a paying one immediately, al­
though it might be a prospective one-just as 
the proposed line would prospectively benefit the 
country by settling a large population on country 
well adapted for settlement. The first portion 
of the line would tap a large timber area, which 
would immediately pay. When the railway had 
passed that country and got to the second section, 
it would approach country suitable for agri­
cultural settlement. He had not the slightest 
doubt that when the railway advanced towards 
Gayndah it would be the means of settling a 
large number of people on land well adapted for 
the growth of grapes and cereal crops, which 
could be grown there very well indeed; and he was 
perfectly certain if a railway wore constructed to 
bring down the produce it would be a paying con­
cern. It would also tap a large mineral district, 
becansethelinewould pass through country which 
had been proved to carry more or less mineral. 
It would go within three-quarters of a mile 
of J\Iount Shamrock, where a population was 
settling and was likely to remain for some time, 
bccansc gold had been found for years and years 
in all the creeks in the district, but not in such 
quantitieR a::; to prove such a. paying speculation 
as the new mine that had been lately discovered. 
He knew that some hon. members would say that 
the Burnett district had not turned out very 
well as far as pastoral occupation was conc6rned. 
\Vhen he first went there all the stations had 
sheep, but there had been too much wet, and 
the sheep became liable to foot-rot and other 
diseases. After the drought of 18G8 the Dawson 
sheep came through the Burnett to escape 
the effects of the drought, and brought the 
grass-seed with them, and after that it was im­
possible to keep sheep in a large portion of the 
Burnett. In some portions of the district, how­
ever, the sheep had held their own up to the 
present day; and if the distriet were occupied 
in smaller areas, and the people went in for 
fencing and ringbarking, they would be able to 
raise sheep for the Brisbane market, and for 
the markets along the road, just as well as the 
selectors on the Darling Downs. Some hon. 
members, having read the different reports on 
the different routes proposed, might think that 
the proper route would be through the Isis Scrub, 
joining the present survey on the western side 
of the Degilbo Station; but anyone who had 
been over the projected route and knew the 
country would agree that the proposed route 
was far preferable to the Isis Scrub route. There 
were 12 miles of railway being built to the scrub; 
and the extension of that railway would take it 
beyond the scrub ; but no country fit for settle­
ment would be met with till the line was made 
some distance further. He could ask hon. mem­
bers to vote for the railway now proposed with a 
very easy conscience. Itwas a line which, though 
it might not pay at first, would promote settle­
ment, and open up the selection of a large area 
of country; and that would be of benefit to the 
country-more so, perhaps, than nny railway 
which had been projectAd up to the present time. 
Ag-ain, it was one of those railways that went 
dne west from the coast, and that was 
the principle on which the main lines of 
railway hnrl been built. On that principle the 
proposed route was the correct ono, and not the 
route round by Isis, or that by J\Iount l'erry. 
Those who inhabited the Burnett distrir;t had no 
wish to go fnrthor north than they possibly could, 
and as some hon. gentlemen aclvocatec! the 
separation of the northern and southern por­
tions of the colony it wrcs to the interest of tho"e 
in the linrnett clisLrict to be bmught towards 
the south as nmch as possible in their railway 
oommnnic>ttion. As f>tr rtr; the agricultuml 

prospects were concerned, he did not think 
anyone who had been over the conntr:y would 
deny that jnst as goocl results were hkely to 
accrue from settlement there as from settlement 
on the Darling Downs, which was proyerbially 
stated to have been incapable of growmg an:y­
thing of very great consequence. The stock m 
the Burnett district had always been of a healthy 
character. 

Mr. BLACK : What about fluke? 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That exists 

all over the colony. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL: No! 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
would not say it existed in the snlt-bush country, 
but he was certain that there was fluke every­
where on the eastern watershed of the country. 
As for the agricultural prospects, he _knew 
positively that wheat had been grown m the 
district successfully. 

Mr. NORTON: When? 

'rhc COLONIAL SECRETARY: Within 
the last two or three yerus. 

Mr. NOR'l'ON : \Vhat sort of crops? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
wheat \Var:> sown on a sn1all scale HO as tu Hhow 
that it could be grown; but he had seen hea':y 
crops grown for hay. The country was also satd 
to be admimbly adapted to vine culture, and he 
believed there would be a large wine manufac­
turing indu,try in the district: He thought_ he 
said enough to show the Connmttee that the !me 
would be of benefit to the country, inasmuch as 
it would be the means of settling a large IJOpula­
tion and he believed that was one of the prin­
cipl~s upon which railways should be built. He 
did not think they were bound only to construct 
those lines which would give an immediate return 
of 3 4 or 5 per cent. upon the outlay. He 
look~d ~pon railways as having a higher utility­
the settlement of wild and unoccupied country­
and without which they would never induce 
people to g-o upon the land. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said, as an old resident of 
the district to which the railway was intended 
to go, he wished to say a few words on the sub­
ject and he could not do better than refer to 
wh~t he called the voice of the people, which he 
hoped on that occasion would prove to be what 
was commonly called the voice of God. Two 
years ago he had the honour . of presenting a 
petition in favour of that rarlway, and the 
petition to a great extent set forth the grounds 
upon which it was expected that the line would 
be "ranted. He would read the petition to hon. 
me;';tbers, and he hoped it would carry conviction 
with it:-
" rro the honourable the ~!embers of the Legislative 

Assembly in Parliament assembled. 
"The humble petition of the undersigned, inhabitants 

of l\laryborough and the district of ·wide Bay and 
Burnctt, shcwcth : 

"rrhat )!aryborough, as the commercial centre of one 
of the most populous districts in Lhc eolony, and being 
the w1 tnral port of the agri(~ultural and mineral land:; 
ou the rorLd to and around Ga .. yndah, may fairly lay 
cbim to raihvay eoumnmieation with the ·western 
tcrri t0l'J , so as to foster a.nd prcscrYc that trade and 
cmmnercinl intercourse which have subsisted between 
them, and l'Cflniring only improved facilities !or tl1eir 
full growth and expansion. 

"2. That Ga\ ndah is duo west of 3-faryborough, \Yliidt 
is the uearust iJort for that town and extcusivc di~triet, 
a nU can he connectc(l hv rail, without any engineering 
ditncnltics to cucnuntcr, uby the construction of less than 
eighty :'BO) udlf'R of r;Lilway. 

·· :). That. a line fl'om Jlitrylmrongh to Gaynrla.h almq:; 
:tll,\' Ot the [ll'OjCCtCfl Slll'H\Y~ \VOUld lJf~ highly l'f'ln\!~lCl'rL­
ti'i'P, a:-. in tlw m~ighhonrhoodof Uayndah awi tlw l·ppcr 
lhLwsuu there is a la.rger arta ot guoct ngricultund land 
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now remaining unseleetcd than in any other part or the 
colony; and throughout the whole district there exists c:~ 
va:-;t supply of valuable timber, minerals, and other 
resources. 

"4. That for many years past large quantities of wool 
and other products were brought from this extensive 
district to 3Iaryborough, but now the trade of the 
1\estern country, at an unnecessary expense to thnt 
district for carriage and to the detriment of Mary­
borongh, is being gra, lually diverted from its natural 
outlet. 

uYour petitioners, therefore, humbly and earnestly 
pray that your honourable House will provide such 
relief to meet the requirements of the district, and 
make the necessary arrangements for the construction 
of a rail\va~v from l\Iaryborough to the \Vestern country 
vid G-ayndah, by the most direct practicable route, as in 
its wisdom may deem advisable. 

"And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray, etc. 

"Here follow the signatures of 2,366 petitioners." 

Now, he had not gone over the country himself, 
bnt he h>td fortified himself with the opinions of 
persons who had lived there for many years, and 
those opinions were indisputable. There could 
be no question that they were not officit<l 
opinions, because he was going to read a letter 
which he received from the Deputy Surveyor­
General, who lived in the district for twenty 
years, and was thoroughly acquainted with the 
whole of the country through which the railway 
was destined to pass. That gentleman stated:-

"As a matter of fact, over the whole of the Upper 
Burnett and its tributaries above Gayndah, as well as on 
Barambah Cr9ck and confluents below: there arc exten­
sive areas of both grazing and agricultural land, which~ 
I believe, in the near future will be closely settled upon. 
As you know, the climate is remarkably healthy and of 
easy access, and well watered in ordinary seasons. 
Between Jiungarr and Boompa the character of the 
country points to grazing operations, there being only 
a smaJl aren of that patchy for cultivation pur­
poses. At the head of Boompa Run, and adjoining­
the 'Lake' country of Degilbo, there will be 
found considerable areas suitable for agriculturP 
aml grazing ; on Degilbo Creek from Biggenden, under 
Mount Walsh to the Bm·nett, itlld around the hear! 
station Degilbo, considerable areas for both purposes. 
Just beyond Degilbo the country changes to granite, 
and carries. as we know, rich minerftJ veins, and is well 
suited for grazing, with here and there small patches of 
agricultural land distributed over the run. On 1Yetheron, 
nnd on the runs around Gayndah, r:id Ideraway, }fount 
Debatable, and on Reid and Barambah Creeks, there are 
considerable tracts of land well adapted for cultivation 
as well as for grazing, and generally all oYer the Burnett 
and its heads extensive areas of land, admirably suited 
for settlement, can be found. The J3urnett district 
may be said to be untouched up to the present. It is well 
watered, and carries fine timber. Many of the leading 
ranges are clothed with pine forestR, and as you approach 
the range dividing it from the Darling Downs it carries 
with it the same climate with the advantages of being 
better watered and timbered. Judging from the geological 
character of the country, it is not unreasonable to 
expect the recurrence of great mineral Wf'nlth. In 
every sense it is a magnificent part of the colony, and, 
with close settlement and the expenditurG of capital, 
it will, I am convinced, yield splendid results. It is 
drserv ing of an exhaustive inspection." 

Now, with regard to the first claims of the 
country on the Government, he might mention 
that in the districts of Wide Bay, Burnett, Mary­
borongh, and including Gym pie, one-eighth of the 
population of the colony resided, and although 
those districts were entitled to one-eighth of 
the loan money voted for railways-namely, 
£1,250,000-yet only £250,000 had been voted. 
'l'hat sum would go a long way towards 
completing the line, because there were no 
engineering difficulties. He was informed that 
there was no cutting more than 6 feet cleep 
all the way, and a great deal of the line went 
over a level surface. So far, they were entitled 
to a fair share of the loan expenditure, and the 
sum which was now asked for he would remind 
hon. members was unanimously votecl by the 
House without a dissentient voice when other 
votes were kee~ly debated. With regard to 

railways in general, he thought they ought to 
go upon the American plan. In America t!'ey 
did not wait for settlement at the end of a !me, 
but they pushed the railways out into _the 
prairies and out to the Rocky Mountmns, 
trustin" to settlement to follow. It was 
now p";.o)Josed to do somethin& o~ the same 
thing here. They had the d1stnct through 
which the line would pass, and the country 
west of that out to Taroom, where there 
was abundance of magnificent grazing land. 
In fact, in all Queensland there was no country 
so admirably adapted for what was called the 
grazing farmer-the man who would have some 
cultivation, some sheep, some cattle,_ and who 
would build up a happy home for lumself and 
family. That country admitted of all that and 
of close settlement, and the line would afford 
the means of starting and supporting a population 
of which Queendand would be proud. hereafter. 
Exclusive of that, there was no part m Queens­
land perhaps so well timbered as the line 
between Maryborough and Gayndah. There 
were about 250 square miles of timber country, 
but in the absence of a railway the number of 
men employed was totally insufficient to ke€p 
the mills going. He would read a short extract 
from a letter he had received from the Chamber 
of Commerce, which he was sure would a~ld very 
much to the interest of what he was saymg. A 
motion was proposed by Mr. Robert J ones and 
seconded by Mr. R. Hart, who he might mention 
were both well known in the district as highly 
respectable and influential men, and who also had 
the reputation of being wealthy men :-

"That this agc;;ociation view with ~atisfaction the 
action of the Government in placing the 11lans of the 
first section of our western line on the table of the 
House, and that we express to our members"-

He would pass over that portion and come t0 the 
letter-

" ·whilst thanking you for your valuable suppor~ of 
this movement it was pointed out that the apJll'Oachmg 
completion of the Kilki"van line woulfl thro_w ~ut of 
employment a great many men used to th1s ~1nd of 
work, and they would be anxious to go on With the 
western line in order to obtain employment. It waH also 
stated tha.t over 200 square miles of splendid pine coun­
try wonld be tapper! by the line, and that for the first 25 
miles there is magnificenthardwoodcountry. A m1lhon 
feet of timber col1ld be got from each mile of country, 
one mill alone ha vinO' drawn from near the Clifton Scrub 
about 500,000 feet of pine during the past six m_onths. 
There is also any amount of timber country 1n the 
vicinity of the line, independently of what has been 
reserved by the Government; and the ro.valty alone 
from the timber would yield a revenue of £50,000. It 
will thus be seen that if Maryborough is going to hold 
her position in the timber trade this line is t_~Ui~e 
essential, as it would bring the timber country vnthm 
a reasonable distance for carriage to the mills. 1'he 
profitable and varied resources along the line are shown 
in the fact that the Mount Shamrock Gold Company 
has attained such a position as to go in for a 20-head 
stamper machine costing £5,000, whilst a qu~rtz 
claim has been discovered about twenty m1Ies 
this side of :Mount Shamrock. The recent reports 
of the Commif'.sioner for dividing runs, and the 
evidence befoTe the I.~and Board, have afforded additional 
proof tha.t the land along the line, ~RllCcially abont 
Dr<rilbo which will be thrown open, ·w1ll at once pro­
vid~ set'tlement for ~L large pO}lnlation, particular!~' in 
the matter of ~heep-farming and agriculture genera.lly, 
the scrub lands, CRIJeeially those in the va1lcyR, being 
admirably suited for agrieultural pnrposes. However, 
the association feel that this important matter may 
now he safely left in the hands of the hon. the l'remier 
and the ::.\Unister for "\Yorks, who have shown themselves 
hiO'hly favourable to the construction of the line, and 
h~;·e treated the association with the greatest courtesy.'' 
Speaking of Degilbo, that was the furthest west 
he had -been on that line, and he saw there 
splendid evidence of the fertility of the country. 
There was very good wine being made_there; 
admirable grapes were grown, and all kmrls of 
vegetables flourished. Everything nec~ssa.ry 
for forage would grow, and the whole dJStnct 
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waR splendiu agricultural country that would 
nmintnin a very large population. \Vith 
reference to Mr. Charlton's report, it had 
been stated that he was merely paid by a 
synuicate to write it. He knew nothing of 
what he was paid, but he knew that for the 
last ten or twelve years lHr. Char! ton had been 
in the employment of the Government as a 
trusted and worthy licen,ed surveyor ; and he 
believed his ability and competence were second 
to none. Even in lHr. Phillips's report, made 
during the height of the drought, there was'' great 
de<tl to recommend the line to the Committee ; 
according to that report, no better line could 
be found. Referring again to the mineral dis­
coveries at l\Iount Shamrock, he might mention 
that since tlmt letter was written other valuable 
finds had been nmde, and many minerals of 
great value had been discovered in the neigh­
bourhood. He would not detain the Committee 
longer ; but he sincerely hoped that they would 
be unanimous in doing a graceful, kind, honest, 
a':'~ vroper <tction by voting for the line without 
d!VlSlOn. 

Mr. ADAMS said he did not expect the line 
woulcl be carried without division. He did not 
rise to oppo'e the construction of a rail way 
into the Durnett district; each member who had 
risen had shown the ad visabil itv of that. Dut it 
would be noticed that most of the hem. members 
who spoke said very little about the line until 
it passed Degilbo, and they could speak of that 
magnificently. He did not much care about 
opposing the line, for the simple reason that he 
had lived a considerable time in l'.Iaryburough, 
and had a large rnunber of friends and acquaint­
ances there. But there was one duty that called 
him far above even friendship, and that was his 
duty tow~rcl>< his constituents and his duty 
towards his country. He should certainly have 
much preferred that the Minister for \Vorks had 
relied upon his own official reports-the report 
from the gentleman sent for the expreos purpose 
of reporting. In ]Jlace of that the h<m. the 
Minister for \Vorks discarded his own official 
reports, and actually took up the report that 
hon. members on the other side had acknow­
ledged was dmwn up by a gentleman employed 
by a syndicate. 

HONOURABLE 1\fEMBERS : No, no ! 
l\Ir. ADAMS said the junior member fur 

Maryborough distinctly declared that Mr. 
Charlton was employed by a syndicate. 

Mr. SHERIDAN: No! 
Mr. ADAJ'viS said that although he was some­

what deaf in one ear he could hear a little with 
the other, and he was convinced that he heard 
the hon. member distinctly say that Mr. Charlton 
was employed by a syndicate. 

Mr. SHJ<~RIDAN : I rise to a point of order. 
·what I said was that I did not know whether he 
was or was not employed by a syndicate. 

Mr. ADAMS : \Vhat is the point of order, 
l\Ir. Chairman, raised by the hon. member? 

The CHAIRMAN : There is no point of order. 

l\Ir. A DAMS said he thought the hon. member 
wa:-; 1niHtakeu in raising a })()int of order. He 
was cm·tnin that :Mr. 'Charlton lutd been paid 
for making that report by the people of JYiary­
burough. \Vould hon. members, therefore, take 
aK much notice of a report that had been paid 
for by the people of Maryborough as they would 
of a report prepared by an officer of the Govern­
ment? Certainly not. The Colonial Secretary 
tftlked about the enormous area of land-some 
8,000 .square miles-still unalienated. Bnt that 
was at the other em! of the line; and he (~lr. 
A<lams) hoped to be alJle to show before sitting 
clown that it would be most unwise to spend 

£150,000 of the taxpayers' money in making that 
line when a line could be made for much less. 
Not only had lYir. Char! ton, the licensed sur­
veyor, been vaid for getting- up reports, but he 
was prepared to say that other people had b_een 
paid for writing reports on that particular lme. 
'When people had to resort to tactics of that kind, 
they must have a very bad standing indeed. He 
held in his hand a newspaper-the D«ily Obse?'t'C?' 
of 1st N overn her-which contained an article of 
more than a column about that line, and which 
he was perfectly convinced must have been written 
Ly a lYiaryborough man; no one else would have 
dared to write anything of the kind. In the 
course of that article the writer said he hoped 
they would get trains to run at as high a speed as 
twenty miles an hour, and said it was con­
sidered possible "to grow locomotives and 
rolling-stock on the fertile soil of Mary1orough." 
He was sorry the Minister for Works had had to 
resort to an unofficial report in his opening 
speech. 

Mr. ANNEAR : It is a true one. 

l\Ir. ADAJ\IS said he had never said it was 
not true, and if it was not true it was not likely 
the hon. gentleman would say w. If he (l\Ir. 
Adams) were the representative of l\Iaryborough, 
and had had to pay a portion of the cost of the 
report, even if he knew it was not true, it could 
hardly be expected that he would say so. As­
suming it to be all true, the report stated that 
for the first six or eight miles the line ran 
through private property. If so, it would be 
necessary to resume that land, and the titxpayers 
would have to pay for it. It was also stated that 
to go by the Isis route would be to increase the 
length of the line by 10 miles 34 chttins. He 
wo~1ld now refer to the report of l\Ir. Phillips, to 
which he had not the slightest doubt some h<m. 
members would take exception. But it was 
generally admitted that Mr. Phillips was a 
gentleman of undeniable repute, a gentleman 
who, if sent to make a report, would report 
truthfully. He believed Mr. Phillips had the 
entire confidence of the Government-so much 
so that, if he was correctly informed, they had 
actually sent him down to Sydney or somewhere 
to try to get them some better rolling-stock than 
they had hitherto had. But he would like to 
know whether even that report was not some­
what misleading. They were told in one portion 
of the report that to travel between Gt<yndah 
and Maryborough by the l\Iungarr route was 
some 10 miles 34 chains less than to travel by 
the Isis route. But the 7th paragraph of l\Ir. 
Phillips's report stated :-

"As Degilbo may be considered a point through 
which any railway from ::!Iaryborough to Gayndah m11st. 
pass, lt is interesting to observe that whilst the straight 
line projected between Gayndah and ::\1ungarr passes 11 
miles to the south of Dcgilbo"--

The COLONIAL SECHETAHY : It does 
not. 

Mr. ADAMS said the paragraph went on to 
say-
" that between Ca.yndah and Isis Junction passes 
through Dcgilbo; this accounts for the comparatively 
small diffcrcnee to travel (10~ miles) between Ga.yntlah 
awll\Iaryborough by the respective routes. 

"The total length to consinwt, r!d Isis (inclut'ive of 
the Isis brnnch, 11 miles 45 chains 80 links h1 length). 
is 73 miles G7 chains 38links, and the through distance 
from :Jiaryborough 102 miles 58 chains 5l links." 

If it did not pass 11 miles south of Degilbo, it 
mu't make a detour of something considembly 
more than 10 miles ; and it would be " further 
distance from l\Iaryborough to Chtyndah by the 
l\[nng<>rr route than it would be by the Isis route. 
As to the engineeriug difficulties, the engineer 
distinctly stated that there would be no difference 
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in that respect, so far as the comparative co~t 
of the two routes was concerned. He smd 
also:-

"Ballast will be on the whole freely obtainable on 
either route, and I do not think there will be any appre­
ciable difference in this respect; but, as regards timber 
suitable for general railway purposes, the J\Iuugarr line 
has a decided advantage over the other, and this advan­
tage will apply to the whole length to Ga} ndah, inas­
much as the section from :)flmgarr to Degilbo would he 
available as a source of supply for the extension to 
G•sndah. 

;, Good ironbark sleepers are easily obt~tinable on 
either line. 

''In a general way there will be more bridging and 
less earth works on the :\iungarr thg,n on the Isis line." 

Possibly there might be a little timber on the 
Mungarr route, and it was just possible that it 
would be much better to get the timber on that 
line than on the other. But the surveyor himself 
told them that there would be a great deal more 
bridging on the proposed line than on the other, 
and the consequence would be that on the other 
they would not require so much timber for bridging 
purposes. For instance, at one place there would 
be a bridge 500 feet long; at another one 400 feet, 
and another which the report said it would cost 
£20,000 to erect. Therefore, he was of opinion 
that that line would be more costly than the 
other. Now, what traffic were they going to get 
on the Mungarr line? No doubt other hon. mem­
bers knew the country as well as he did. He 
had lived there for some years, and had 
before settling down at Bundaberg travelled 
both routes for the purpose of trying, if possible, 
to secure a homestead and failed. The land there 
-he had known it for it the last thirty years, 
and was sure it had not improved much since­
was not well fitted for agricultural purposes, 
unless in some very small patches indeed. They 
had been told that there was a large quantity of 
timber there, and he had been informed outside 
the House that the reason that timber was not 
utilised was simply because they could not get it 
to market. In regard to that, he would point 
ont that the gentleman who described the 
country in Mr. Phillips's report recognised that 
by saying:-

"Mungarr-the site of Ramsay's saw-mills-,vas a 
busy village until the last t'vo years. The mill, plant, 
and workmen's cottages, also wooden tramway, 6 miles 
long, are still on the ground." 
He would like to know how it was that that 
plant, with a tramway 6 miles long, had been 
lying idle for the last two years? There must 
be considerable capital lying there. He was 
perfectly satisfied that capital meant money, 
and the owner could be getting no percentage 
out of it while the machinery was lying idle. If 
that machinery could be worked at a profit it 
would not be lying idle at the present day. That 
showed what very poor encouragement there 
was to build a railway towards that spot. He 
had been told that it was because the nature 
of the ground was so bad that they could not get 
timber to the mill, but the report said:-

"The mill site appears to have been chm;;en with 
judgment, and planted in the centre of a district exceed­
ingly well timbered with both hard,vood and pine." 

It was centrally situated in good timber country, 
and they had 6 miles of tramway, so that, 
surely to goodness, they must have command of 
a large radius of country for timber purposes, 
The report further said :-

"Of course a good denl has been thinned out for some 
miles round, but much remain~. a.nd it i~ to be regretted 
that the works remain so long idle." 

Of course it wo,s to be regretted, and it Wfls 

still more to be regretted that the timber 
industry was not paying at the present clay, and 
consequently the owners could not get people to 
bring in capital, and were not able to work it 

themselves. He maintained that if that plant, 
fixed as it was in the centre of a timber district, 
would not pay to work, it was a very poor specu­
lation to take a railway there. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It would 
pay if the railway came from Bunclaberg. 

Mr. ADAMS: Very possibly. He had been 
in the House long enough to put up with the 
interruptions of the Minister for vVorks. He 
was perfectly satisfied that that hon. member 
would interrupt him whenever he liked, but still 
he should endeavour to do the best he could for 
his constituents and for his country-no matter 
to him what the interruptions might be. One 
more remarkable thing in the report-reo,lly he 
could not help smiling at it when he read it-was 
this: ·when referring to what was likely to be the 
traffic on the line to pay expenses, it said:-

" For some distance on either side of the creek the 
line traverses 3Tessrs. Spiden's paddock, forming good 
dairy farms of considerable extent, "\vell grassecl and 
watered. I saw some useful dairy cattle here, including 
a very handsome bull fit to compete in any show­
yard.'' 
\Vhen he read that he thought it very good. If 
they had to wait for the progeny of that bull to 
pay for the construction of the railway they 
would have to wait a very long time indeed. 
Still he thought it was a very grand idea-that 
that gentleman had seen a bull there of that 
qmclity ; and if they waited long enough its 
progeny would be sufficient to pay for the con­
struction of the railway. The report went a 
little further, and described the kinds of timber 
they would get. It said :-

" Hardwood timber, good a.nd plentiful, including 
iron bark, spotted gum, blue gum, bloodwood, messma.te, 
etc." 

vVhat the "etc." meant he did not know, unless 
it was grass-trees, wattle, or something of that 
kind. He was sure that any hon. member who 
knew anything at all about timbers was aware 
that "messmate" was Yalueless for anything 
except fencing purposes. The same might be said 
with regard to blood wood, and the consequence 
was that the report brought the timber down to a 
very small item indeed. After travelling over 
the country for many years, he felt perfectly 
safe in stating that more than two-thirds of the 
timber there was blooclwoocl and messmate, 
which was almost utterly valueless as a market­
able commodity. The writer of the report went 
on a little further and told them what he saw, 
and he (Mr. Adams) presumed that, when he told 
them what he saw, it was with the idea that he 
saw something which would go towards paying 
for railway construction. He said:-

" 1-Vhilst in the 11_fighbourhood of Clifton I visited 
the 'l'eebar Copper Mines, situated about 1-! mile west. 
Work was carried on here some years ago, anti about 
£10,000 expended in erecting two smelting furnaces, 
with sheds, cottages, etc.; in addition some eight or 
ten shafts, varying in depth from 20 to 70 feet, were put 
down and coptJCr ore obtained from each." 

Now, they knew what copper ore was. It had 
been thrown in his teeth the other night that the 
Bundaberg line was a bogus one. There were 
gentlemen in the House who voted for that 
bogus line, but although he could name those 
gentlemen, it was not conHiclerecl either by them 
or by the people living in the district that 
it was a bogus line. It was a line that no 
doubt would pay handsomely some day, and 
it was looked upon all over the country as 
likely to be "' better paying line at that 
time than any other line constructed. And 
more than that, they had to throw the lVlary­
borough and Gym pie line in with the bogus line, 
or else the hog-us line would not h'we been 
carried. It wa~ siu1 ply because copper had gone 



MaryboPough to [2 NoVEMBER.] Gayndak Railway. 1513 

below remunerative prices that that line had 
stopped paying. But the time was not far dis­
tant when the Bundaberg line would not be a 
bogus line after all. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ADAMS said it never was a bogus line, 

and the time was not far distant when even that 
line would pay handsomely. At the time it was 
made l\1ount Perry was in full swing, and had 
the copper industry kept up at the position it 
was in, it would have been one of the best paying 
lines in the colony. Now, Mr. Phillips said:-

"I 'vas informed that the mines stopped work in con­
sequence of the reduced value of copper of late years. 
Nearly all the buildings were destroyed by a bush fire a 
year or two since, but the brick chimneys and furnaces 
are still good." 

Well, he had not the slightest doubt that the 
gentleman who drew up that report must have 
thought that the people of Maryborough were 
such a people for rambling about, trying to pry 
into everything-that they would like to take 
excursions, and that it was just possible they 
would take some excursions to see ern pty shafts, 
empty furnaces, and tall chimney stacks, stand­
ing out as monuments of what people had been 
foolish enough to do in former years. He (l\Jr. 
Adams) had not that confidence in the people of 
Maryborough that they would Jmt themseh·es 
out of the way to go on excursions unless they 
had something to go for. When they came as far 
as Degilbo, the engineer distinctly stated that 
from Degilbo to Gayndah the line was common 
to both routes-to the Isis route as well as to the 
Mungarr route. He was perfectly satisfied he 
was speaking the truth when he said that the tim­
ber carriage would never pay, and for this reason, 
that the industry was crippled not only by foreign 
competition, but by the heavy tax put on the 
people under the Land Act of 1884. The way 
the money was collected from the people was 
quite enough to damage anr industry ; but there 
was more than the royalty to look at. He had 
been informed by a gentleman the other day 
that he could land in any port in Queensland 
excellent timber from America of a quality 
equal, if not superior, to any grown in Queens­
land at something like 18d. per lOO feet 
cheaper than native-grown timber could be 
bought for in the colony. \Vhen it came to 
that, it was impossible for the millers to be able 
to compete against the foreign timber, and the 
consequence would be that the carriage of timber 
would not be so extensive as in years past. 
There was another thing to be looked at~-they 
were getting older in Queensland. Formerly 
there were nothing but wooden houses. Now 
they were getting brick and stone houses, and 
consequently there would not be the same 
amount of timber required for home consump­
tion. He therefore could not see why, if the 
line would do equally as much good-in fact, 
more good-by taking it by way of Isis, 
they should subject the taxpayers of the 
colony to an additional £50,000. He did 
not see why, if one of the two routes was 
to be taken, the Isis route should not. Mr. 
Phillips distinctly ln.id clown in his report that 
the Isis Scrub was superior to anything he had 
seen in any of the colonies. He said they could 
settle a population on the land equal to, if not 
more numerous, than even in the far-famed Rose­
wood Scrub ; that it was equal to the flats at 
Bundaberg, equal to anything he had seen in 
any part of the world ; and that he had never seen 
such a lnrge area of land as the Isis Scrub fit for 
agricultural Jmrp<mes. In his report he recom­
mended the Government not to alienate the 
land except in 30 or 40 n.cre fn.rms. That 
waR going on for 11 or 12 1uilm; on tha,t toute 
towards Degilbo. But when the engineer spoke 

in the latter part of his report that "there 
is no immediate prospect of a rn.ilway to 
Gayndah by either route securing sufficient 
traffic to cover all necessary expenses in con­
nection therewith," then if £50,000 could be 
saved to the taxpltyers of the colony by 
the Isis route it should be adopted. Hefer­
ring again to what was said the other night 
n.bout the Mount Perry line being a bogus rail­
way, he thought if it was not to be a bogus line 
they should do something to make it pay well. 
It was not paying very badly just now ; but 
on account of copper coming down it wn.s not, 
he believed, paying working expenses. But there 
was one thing that should be kept in view, and 
thn.t was, that the place had a bright future before 
it. He found that the prospects a little dis­
tance from Mount Perry were extremely bright. 
In a paragraph in the Bundaverg and llfount 
Perry 11fail of the 29th of October last, it was 
stated-

" \Y c learn fron1 an outside source that the Reid's 
Creek Gold-mining Company intend entering into ex­
tensive operations with respect to the valuable property 
thc.r are now working by orrlinary means. rrhe results 
of the past twelve months are considered by the pro­
prietary <ts highly satisfactory. During that time 300 
t011s of ore, of an assay value of 2,000 oz. of gold, il:tvc llccu 
sent a'v~LY to dealers in refractory ores. 'l'he difficulty, 
however, is that it is not possible to obtain assay value 
from the purchasers, and consequently t.lle actual returns 
are ahvays sent to the rai::<ers. 'l'his company, bJing firml.v 
convinced of the undoubted value of the mine, intend 
to arrange for the introduction and erE·f~tion of suitable 
works for the treatment of the stone, and we under­
stand Captain Bcnnett leaves for Europe shortly to 
investigate the various methods of treatment there, and 
choose an effective plant for Reid's Creek." 

That was one mine only, and there were four or 
five on the field at the present time equally as 
good. From the paragraph he had just read it 
appeared that 300 tons of ore had been rn.ised 
from that one mine in twelve months, yield­
ing 2,000 oz., or 6 oz. of gold to the ton. Nearly 
the whole of that ore had to be sent out of the 
colony to be treated, and hn.d therefore to be 
carried from the field in some way or other ; if 
it was not carried on drn.ys it would hn.ve to 
be carried by the railway. Even on those six 
mines the prospects were good, and there was 
not the slightest doubt that there would be 
a vast number of people settle there when 
the mines were working. Bm what did they 
find with reference to the length of the proposed 
line? They found that the line from Mungarr 
was 80 miles 3 chains long, while the distn.nce 
vid Isis was only 73 miles 67 chains. According 
to that report the JY1ount Perry Railway was only 
30 miles from Gn.yndah. So that starting the rail­
way from the railway station on the l\Iount Perry 
line and going on to Gayndah, they, at the same 
estimate per mile as the proposed line was to 
cost, would give Gayncbh railway communication 
at a saving to the taxpayers of £206,500. \Vas it 
just that the people of the colony, or even the 
people of Brisbane, should share in that loss? A 
great portion of the land between Gayndah n.nd 
Mount Perry was excellent land ; and he sn.id it 
would be utter madness-it would be reckless, 
unwise, almost a wilful wn.ste of public money­
to spend £20H,500 more than was n.bsolutcly 
necessary to make a railwn.y to Gayndah. l~ven 
if he allowed for the 10 miles of a detour, that 
would only be £41,350 more; so that there would 
still hen. saving uf £1G5,4fl0, and he thought that 
might be taken into consideration. Mr. Phillips, 
in his report, said:-

,,As Gayndah is the principal town in the Bnn1ctt 
!list.rid. and tllC obje(~ti re point of the provosett railway, 
~~short dcseript.Jon of the town and its surroumlings way 
not be out of plaec. 

"'rhc town is situa.ted ou the south bank of the Bur­
nott River, 70 miles west of~taryborough, 30 miles ~onth 
of .Jlount Perry, and 120 miles north of Jondary~tn-~li::~­
taucco; dll'ect. 
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" In 'the early days of the colony, before the almost 
cnt.irc snb~titntion of t":-tttle for sheep in the Burnctt 
district. Gayntlah was a thriving place; hltt the change 
referred to, a.Llmitting of the employment of fewer hands 
on the ~Latiom; and fewer teams on the roads, has 
natnrally had a depres:-;ing effect uvon its trade. A 
town so centrnlly placed in so fine a district has much 
in its favo1n·, hO'ivever, and as most of the land wit.hin 
15 miles is of the fine'>t description, 'With plenty of 
water ava.ilable for irrigation. it "'yould appear that 
capital and energy alone arc required to secure upon a 
tirmcr footing than formerly the prosperity of the town 
ancl district." 

He was cBrtain from his own knowledge that 
there was excellent land around Gayndah. He 
had been there himself, and had cultivated a 
little in Gayndah. He cultivated an acquaintance 
there, for he was married at Gaynclah. The land 
about there was excellent, and with irri~ation 
he believed it would be eqmcl to any p';,rtion 
of the hnd in what was called the "Garden of 
Queensland." He therefore thought the railway 
ought to he taken to that place, and not only 
there but further up, and carried towards the 
Dawson,. because above Gayndah there were 
large nuneral resources which would never be 
developed until the iron horse was taken there. 
He thought it was better to take a rail way in 
that direction, where they might settle population 
on the line, than to make some lines which had 
been proposed to the Committee. l'dr. Phillips 
further said :-

·• I will now briclly summarise the various points 
upmi which I ha\·c previously dwelt at large. 

"1. Existing settlement is too inconsiderable on 
either route to be a factor in Uw question. 

"2. 'rh ore is. no immediate prospect. of a rnihvar to 
Gayndah by mthcr route sccnring t:;Uflicicnt traflic to 
cover all neccssa.ry expenses in connection therewith." 

If that was the case-and he thouo·ht that he 
had shown prettv plainly that it 

0

Wac;-there 
would not be sufficient traffic on the line to make 
it ptty for some considerable time to come, 
and the Government ought to pause before 
they asked the Cowmittee to vote away £330,000 
for a line to a place to which they could tttke the 
line by another route for one-half the money. 
One hon. member on the other side sctid the dis­
trict hctd no rai!wCLy to the centre. That was the 
reason why he (::Yir. Adarne) was advocating a 
railway there instead of to Maryborough. The 
J\[aryborough people lmd a railway to Gym pie; 
but they were not sati:;fied with that. Thev 
must have a railway to Brisbane, and when they 
found that the Gympie trade went to Brisbane 
instead of to J\Iaryborough they would not then 
be satisfied. They also had a railway to Kilkivan, 
but they were not satisfied with thttt. Then the 
Burrnrn line must be commenced at the Marv­
bnrough en(l, taking a tremendous sweep so th3.t 
all the traffic of the district should come to 
MarybOl'ough. They were not satisfied vet but 
wanted the proposed line to go to the to"p ,;f the 
Burnctt, and take away the legitimate trade of 
the district to Maryborough. But they would 
not stop there, and he would not be surprised to 
hmtr that the J\Ittryborough people wanted a 
line to the Gnlf of Carpentaria. The Colonial 
Secretary said that even the Burnett people 
would like to go o.s far south as they could. 
\Vhy di<l they not go ? Thev could not be 
nearer the capitttl if they went to J\Iaryborongh 
th'm if they went to Bunclnberg. If the line 
went to Bnndaberg all they would luwe to do 
would be to go 7 miles in order to get to the 
open sea; hut if they went to Marybo~ough they 
wou!Ll have to travel eight or nine hours before 
getting to sea, so that the journey to Brisbane 
by way of Bundaberg could be done in far less 
time than by way of J\bryborongh. He thoug-ht 
he had shown that it would be unwiHe to con­
struct a line when a preferable line could be con­
strnctecl for so much IP;s; ttml he umst candidly 
confess that if he were Colonial Treasurer-which 

he was never likely to be-he would refuse to 
throw awtty the large sum of money represented 
by the proposed line when a better line could be 
constructed much cheaper. He thought he ha<! 
only done his duty to his comtituents and to the 
country in speaking at length on the question, 
and he hoped hon. members would take notice of 
what he had said. 

J\Jr. ANNEAR said the hon. gentleman was 
very much troubled about his country ; he looked 
on everything from a nationttl point of view ; but 
he alwayo finished up with J\Iount Peny and 
Bundaberg in particular. He hoped he should 
not weary the Committee as the hon. gentleman 
had done for the last half-hour, as he thought he 
should be able to sav more in five minutes tlmn 
the hon. gentleman hac! said all the time he was 
speaking. He was pleased with the treatment 
the line had received up to the present time, 
because when the hon. member for J\1[ ulgrave 
assumed-as he had done on the present question 
-the leadership of the Opposition, the line would 
not be mnch opposed. The hon. gentleman 
shtted that a Maryborough syndicate paid for a 
report to ad;-ocate the chcims of the proposed 
line ; but the report wtts not prepctred for a 
IVIaryborough syndicate or for the J\Iaryborough 
people. The people of '\Vide Bay, the people of 
J\Iaryborough, and the people of tho Burnett 
district contributed towards the cost of the 
information, so that hon. members might lmve 
information of a reliable character. 'fhe in­
formation had been obtained without putting 
the country to more than a very little coct, 
and if that informcction was not true, why did 
he not point out where it was untrue? He chal­
lenged the hon. member to lJOint out ttnything 
put before the country in that report which was 
not true. The hon. gentleman stated, in quoting 
from a newspttper--and in quoting from that 
paper he admitted that the hon. gentlermm 
quoted from a truthful report--thctt the article 
wtts not written by a J\Iaryborough rmtn. The fact 
was that it \vas written by a gentlern:lJn, a resident 
in Brif.;bane, who was, and n1ight be n<nv, in the 
employ of what was called the leading journal r>f 
the colony. The hon. gentlenlfln said the line 
went within 11 miles of Degilbo Station, but 
he was mistaken there-it went through the 
stockyard nettr the residence on that station. 

Mr. A DAMS said he stated that it went past 
Degilbo Station, but tlmt the report said it. went 
11 miles to the south; and that being the case, 
the report was rni~c1leading. 

Mr. ANNEAR .~aid the h<m. gentleman s';ated 
several times that the line went within 11 miles 
of Degilbo Station. 

Mr. ADAMS: No! 

J\Ir. ANNEAR said the line went through the 
stockyard close to the hmme. If the hon. gentle­
nmn would read Mr. Phillips's report he would 
find it stated that if it took a straight line from 
Maryborough to Gayndah it would go within 
11 miles of Degilbo, but the straight line was 
not taken. The hon. member referred to the 
mill at Mungarr lying idle, but he knew very 
well that the owner of the mill had been unfor­
tumtte enough to become insolvent, and that it 
had passed into the hands of a cnm]mny who 
wanted a htrge sum .of money for it. If the mill 
conl<l he got out of the hands of that company 
for a, reasonable sun1 it would have been working 
long ago. The hon. gentleman also st:tted tlmt 
timber traftic never paid. He could not have 
read the Commissioner for Hail ways' report. It 
not only paid in railway receipts, but the industry 
ernploycd a largen1unberof people h1dra.wing and 
felling the timber cut in sawrnilb, and in vessels 
that carried the timber. There was no indm;try 
in his opinion that paid better than the timber 
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industry. He did not know whether the Colonial 
Treasurer would have to put on extra taxation 
or not;; but he hoped, if it became necessary, 
that he would put such a duty on timber 
coming into the colony as would be the means 
of sustaining the men employed in the in­
dustry. The hon. member for .i\Iulgrave got 
out of his depth somewhat when he said 
there was not much wood wanted, as so many 
stone and brick buildings were being erected 
now. Did not the hon. gentleman know that 
more wood was used in the construction of stone 
and brick buildings than was used in buildings 
constructed entirely of wood? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 

Mr. ANNEAR said the distance of rail­
way to be constructed from the Gympie line 
was SO miles, and the Chief Engineer estimated 
the first 25 miles at £4,000 per mile. The line 
from Mungarr to Gayndah, including the erec­
tion of all stations, gatekeepers' cottages, and 
payment for the permanent way, would cost 
£300,000. Very little of the land t-hrough which 
the line would pass had gone out of the hands of 
the Crown so that there would be very little to 
purchase. He thought the Committee should be 
informed as to whether the traffic was likely 
to be payable, and whether a population was 
likely to be settled alongside the line. ·well, 
he maintained it would. He maintained that 
there was no line that had been introduced 
into the House for many years past that was in a 
better position than the line under discussion. 
Hon. members had seen the maps which had 
been distributed which showed that there was in 
the first 47 miles of the line an area of 241:\ square 
miles, containing 154,560 acres; and the figures 
which were given by his hon. colleague were 
supplied by a gentleman in Maryborough, a most 
reliable person, Mr. Robert Hart, of the firm of 
\Vilson, Hart, and Co., who stated that under 
the present royalty the timber alone along the 
line of railway would supply a revenue of £50,000. 
\Vhen the timber was taken off the land it was 
good scrub land, suitable for agricultural pur­
poses. There was no doubt that a farming 
population would settle upon that land, 
and that, he took it, was one of the 
great objects they always had in view. 
Exclusive of the pine, the reserves contained a 
lttrge amount of good hardwood, ironbark, 
spotted gum, and red gum ; not, as the hon. 
member for Mulgrave stated, only a small 
quantity of messmate and bloodwoocl. He did 
not think the hon. gentleman had travelled over 
the country more than he had, and he had seen 
in the district some of the finest ironbark he 
had ever seen in the colony. The report upon 
which the hon. gentleman relied so much was 
something like the report on the second section 
of the Gympie line, written by Mr. Phillips, 
in which it was stated that not a fat bul­
lock could be raised in the Clisb·ict, whilst 
the hon. member for Wide Bay, Mr. Melior, 
stated that he had sent hundreds of fat bul­
locks from his property, which was a complete 
refHtation of Mr. Phillips's report. Most of 
the land up to Gayndah was good agricultural 
land, where all kinds of produce could be 
grown; the whole of the trade of the Upper 
Durnett would come into Gayndah and be the 
means of bringing renewed prosperity to that 
town. It was well known that the land around 
Gaynclah was capable of producing wheat in 
large quantities, whilst additional value was given 
to the district of the Mount Shamrock Gold 
:Field; that company had entered into a contract 
with the Vulcan Foundry, of Maryborough, to 
construct 20 head of stampers, anCI, with the 
erection of the necessary buildings, a sum of £G, 000 
would be spent, There were several other quartz 

reefs close by, notably one 20 miles on the 
Jlifaryborough side of Mount Shamrock ; and 
there were also silver lodes now being worked. 
:From the report• which they had seen of the 
crushings that had taken place in Gym pie, it had 
been proved beyond doubt that the Mount Sham­
rock Gold Field was a very rich field indeed. 
Somethin~ like 6 oz. to 8 oz. to the ton were 
obtained from the quartz. If hon. members 
would look at the reports of the commissioner 
for di vi cling runs, it would be seen that the 
proposed line would open up a large quantity 
of land, and would afford settlement for a 
large population of farmers and graziers. At 
the present time the refineries at Buncla­
berg and Y engarie consumed large quantities 
of limestone, and on Degilbo Station there 
was an unlimited supply of that product. 
That would afford employment for a large 
number of men, and would bring a large amount 
of traffic to the rail way when constructed. Now, 
statements like the one made by the hon. mem­
ber for 1'11ulgrave were made when the lYiary­
borough and Gympie line was g·oing through 
the House, and also when it was under construc­
tion. He recollected a statement made by 
a very good colonist-the late Mr. George 
Davenport-at a public meeting held in Too­
woomba, when the railway policy of the Gov­
ernment was then under review. That g·entleman 
said that the Maryborough and Gympie line 
would be a dead loss, and that it would pay the 
Government to blow it up with gunpowder. 
Ne-w, how had that statement been verified? He 
would give the el"trnings per mile for thirty-one 
weeks up· to the 8th of August last, of two lines. 
The Southern and \V estern line earned £326 
7s. 6d. per mile; the Mvryborough and Gympie 
line earned £329 7s. 10cl. It topped the whole 
of the lines throughout the colony ; and those 
figures were taken from the Commissioner for 
Railways' report. \Vhen the members for 
the district came to the House to ask for the 
construction of a railway in the 1'11aryborough 
and \'Vide Bay district, they came to ask hon. 
members to construct a line where, at any rate, 
there was a probability of its paying. He did 
not want to canvass any hon. member for his 
vote, but he wished the railwt1.Y to be taken 
on its merits. He had quoted the report of the 
Commissioner for llailways, and he would quote 
figures to show the increase of traffic which had 
taken place on 1Gmiles of railway from Croydon to 
Howarcl. In 1883 that 16 miles earned £1,77 4 9s. ; 
in 1884, £2,910; and in 1885 it earned £4,450. It 
would seem, therefore, that in twelve months 
there was an increase of nearly 100 per cent. 
\Vel!, when they could show such results as tht1t, 
he was sure that they could come to the House 
with confidence and ask hon. members to vote 
a railway that was so much required in the 
district. Some hon. members comphtined the 
other clay of want of information on some lines 
they had passed during the preteent session, 
but, as he had stated before, the people of 
the Maryborough district had tried to pre­
vent such a complaint as much as poosible. 
They had gone to the expense aml trouble of 
getting information, which had been placed 
before hon. members ; and he thought for that 
they should receive a fair amount of credit. As 
regarded the reports which had been opoken of, 
hon. members had, no doubt, read the reports of 
Mr. Charlton and Mr. Phillipo, and also the 
report of Mr. Stanley, the Chief Engineer. In 
the main those three reports agreed ; and 
he waB sure hon. n1en1berK would have no 
difficulty in coming to a conclusion that the 
line would be a paying one when constructed. 
He would not detain the Committee any 
longer, but woul(l a.~k hon. n1mnben;, who 
he was sure had given full consideration 
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to the proposn-1, to give their unbiased opinion, 
and he ~as al_most confident that they would 
pass the !me Without going to a division. 

Mr. P ALMEH said he had listened to all that 
had been sn,id on the line its merits and 
demerits, from the Minister for \Vorks down­
wards, and there \Vas one argun1ent which hon. 
gentlemen had not used with regard to it that was 
favo~_trable, and about the only argument that he 
adrrntted-that was that the line was not so 
bad as the Fortitude V alley line, passed a few 
days ago. It was not quite so bad as that line and 
they knew that only passed by the " skin ~f its 
teeth." As he did not belon" to the Mutual 
Admiration Society that sat ~n the other sid~ 
and the members of which laid themselves out t~ 
extol ~he virtues_of different lines of railway, and 
knowmg somethmg about the country-perhaps 
a great deal more than some hon. members--

Mr. ANNEAR : How long ago is it since you 
were there? 

Mr. P ~LMER said the country was just the 
same ns 1t was when he was there and he would 
p~ve the Co;nmitte~ the ?enefit of' his experience. 
I~e Co~n!mttee 1mght Just as well be put in a 
fmr ]l<~s1t10n aml u_nderstand the question from 
lJoth s1des, and dec1de on the merits of the ca~e. 
lt was argued that the township of 1\faryborou"h 
was entitled to the line, as being situated in tl1e 
sar;1e manner a~ Town~ville, Rockhampton, and 
Bnsbane were s1tuated m regard to their country 
-that the main lines coming into those towns had 
made them prosperous, and that Maryboronn-h 
sbould have an equal outlet to the back count~y. 
Now, he had done more than any of the hon. 
members who had spoken : he had travelled in a 
due west line from l\1aryborough for 500 miles, 
and the first good country he came to was on the 
N i ve, 500 miles a way from Mary boron o-h, At that 
distance they were within the influenc.;' of both the 
Northern line and Southern line; and on the 
whole of that route there was very little of what 
might be called good country. There was 
nothing that could be ?alled first-class pastoral 
country ; the best of 1t was only second-class, 
and that was extremely patchy. The report 
brought before the Committee had been referred 
to. He did not know whether it had been quoted 
from, but when he saw the name of l\Ir. Adams, 
the member for Bundaberg, to it he could well 
understand how it came to be called for because 
it was certain!y a damaging report. They had 
only to read 1t through to see the most absurd 
statements given as rettsons why the railway 
should be. carried into that country. He was 
only statmg facts ; he was not ill inclined 
towards the members for Maryborouo-h and he 
hoped they would not form themsel;,e~ into a 
sq~a,re and charge him for speaking what he 
beheved to be true. Let anyone look at the 
repo_rt on the co':ntry from l\Iungarr to 
])egllbo, through whJCh the line wtts to pass. 
When !le first sttw iton the map, he thought it 
was gOing through G1goomgan antl Teebur ; he 
knew there were some very nice pieces of country 
there; but he sttw by the report that it was to 
leave that patch of country 8~ miles to the south, 
~nd _go through what he knew to be " very 
mferwr class of sandy country. The line was 
not a straight one, but it did not seem to have 
been rn:1de tortuous on p~upoRe to get it through 
good coun~ry. On tun_nng to Gayndah, which 
WltS the po_m~ to be a.tbm~lll_ by that ra,i!way, ]et 
them s~e 1f 1t was a thr1vmg- place worthy the 
expcn<hture of :;nwh a,n arnonut of 1nonev a.s that 
railway would cost. They woul<l find 'from the 
report that the terminus of thnt expenRive line 
h:td nothing very great to reeornruend it. lie ~aw 
by" Pugh'R Aluuma.c" th:-.tt the a.monnt of rateR 
collected by the municipality of Gayndah was 

£142; what pro3pect was there for a railway to 
a township of those dimensions? He would read 
a paragraph fh>m Mr. Phillips's report:-

"As the tO\vn is traversed it is evi(tcnt that many of 
the older houses a.nd F-tores have fallen into irretriev­
able decay, but the public buildings-including the 
hospital, school, English and Roman churches-arc 
substantial; 11rivate gardens, neatly kept, arc not 
infrequent, whilst the partiality shown for bottle-trees 
as sources of shade is unique in my experience." 

Now, the fact of a town being noted for growing 
bottle-trees was hardly sufficient reason for 
expending he did not know how many thousand 
pounds on that railway. They could find bottle­
trees in any scrub. However, if Gayndah was 
the point to be attained, they saw by the sketch 
map that there were other means of getting to 
Gayndah. There was the Mount Perry route. 
It had often been said that the Mount Perry 
line was a political line and never would be a 
paying line ; then why should they go 
to so much expense to carry a railway to 
such a point that it would take away the 
traffic which might make the line from 
Mount Perry to Bundaberg a paying line? He 
had " list of the returns from the lines in Queens­
land. The proposed line, of course, was a branch 
line, and he believed it would share the same 
fate a:-; seemed to be the lot of all branch lines. 
The bun. member for 1\faryborongh had quuted 
the Burrum line, Croydon to Howard, as a 1"1Y· 
ing line. Now, the percentage of net receipts 
on capital for 1885 on that line was 1'805-about 
1't per cent-and that was the line the hon. 
member for l\Iaryborough fjUoted in such exult­
ant terms as paying so well. The hon. member 
had quoted that as a triumphant example 
of the benefit of making such lines as that 
from Mungttrr to Gayndah. He would point 
out what the branch lines of Queensland were 
doing, to see if there was any encouragement for 
building more such lines. The Brisbane, Dulby­
dilla, Stanthorpe, and Gowrie Junction line-he 
took that as a main line-returned 3'17.5 per cent.; 
Rockhampton to Alice, 4'683 per cent. ; Towm­
ville to Torrens Creek, 5'816 per cent.-that wets 
the best in the colony; Brisbane to Sandgate, 
3'ii24 percent.; 1\Iaryborough to Gym pie, 3'396 per 
cent. Those were all the main lines. Now he came 
to the branch lines. The South Brisbane branch 
line was carried on at a yearly loss of £1,114. 'l'he 
South Coast, Beenleigh, and Logan line returned 
only '487-about one-half per cent. net receipts 
to capital-that was the testing point. 'l'he 
Highfields branch to Cabarlah showed it loss of 
£1,2[)6 for the year 1885; and the Killarney 
branch lost £1,596. He admitted that the 
Bundaberg and Mount Perry line had also a loss 
of £852 for 188G ; and he thought that wa' one 
reason why they should give that line a chance 
by extendinc;- it to Gayndah-if Gaymlah 
was a place of sufficient importance to 
warrant the expenditure of a large sum of 
money in giving it a line. The Clermont branch 
was also run at the huge loss of £4,539 in the 
year 1885 ; so that taking- those branch lines, 
there was no encouragmnent for carrying out 
another, and through such country. All those 
lines went through country that had far Ruperior 
advantages to that from J\Iungarr to GayJHbh. 
'rimber was about the only thing he heard of, ex­
cept that he heard one gentleman had a thorough­
bred bull on the line, and tt few milking cows. 
A siruibr state of things was observable in N cw 
Sonth \Vales: the main lines paid extmordi­
lmrily well, while the branch lines did not. The 
line from Sydney to Uranville paid 7'fl'i' per 
cent.; from Granville to Bourke 3'1JG per cent.; 
from GmnYille to Albury 3'fi3 per cent.; and 
from Newcastle to (Hen I nw•s :J·iiG per cc•nt. 
Thu::-;e were all 111~1.in line . .;, and (~ueen::;land 
wonld never go wrong if it kept on pushing its 
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main lines-of which there were now four, in. 
cluding that from Normanton to Cloncurry­
into the interior. Of the branch lines in New 
South Wales, not one paid its expenses. Such facts 
ought to compel hon. members to pause before 
they committed the country to any more of those 
branch lines. He hoped that when they got that 
sepamtion which they were all urging, no more 
such chmaging lines would be constructed as the 
hranch lines had continually proved themselves 
to be. It was a great pity that that report 
was not withheld a little longer until they had 
got the line passed, for there was really very 
little in it to encourage hon. members to vote for 
the railway. He was in no wn,y spiteful towards 
the line, but having been in that district for some 
years he knew the country better thn,n any hon. 
member representing Maryborough. At one 
pn,rticular spot only he had thought there might 
be some good country, but this was what Mr. 
Phillips said about it :~ 

11 From 20~ to 25~ miles inferior second-class :pastoral 
country, well timbered with hardwood; stony and hard 
chty ridges. Occasionally grass-trees (small variety) are 
met with ; wattle undergrowth is general; numerous 
creeks, gullies, aHd ridges to cross. Saw a small black­
soil flat on Horse-shoe Creek, and a few small "lluvial 
pockets on Clifton and other creeks, but did not observe 
any country on which agricultural operations on a large 
scale could be carried on." 
That was the general tenor of the report for the 
whole line, No doubt there was some splendid 
timber in the district, especially ironbark, and 
he had never seen better in any of the colonies ; 
but timber alone would not make payable freight 
for a railway. Hardwood imported into Sydney 
was quoted there at 9s., 9s. 6d., and 10s. per 
100 feet, while it could not be got in Queensland 
under 17s. 6d. Such a price was ruinous, and it 
seemed strange to him that timber could be 
bought 50 per cent. cheaper in Sydney than in 
Brisbane. They had had railways through 
timber districts before, and it had been proved 
over and over again that it was not an article that 
made payable freight. But when all that people 
had to say in favour of a proposed line was that 
there were a thoroughbred bull and two or three 
milch cows upon it, it would have been just as 
well to have kept the report hack. 

Mr. NORTON said he had listened with a 
good deal of interest to the debate, and especially 
to the speeche> that had been made in support of 
the proposed railway, as he was anxious to know 
what could be said in its favour. It was desi­
rable that the Committee should be, as far as 
possible, informed of all that could be said in 
favour of constructing a line of that sort. It was 
well known, as had just been pointed out by the 
hon. member for Burke, that branch lines did 
not pay anything like a reasonable return for the 
amoun't expended upon them. With respect to 
the particular line under discussion, he happened 
to have some acquaintance with a portion of the 
country through which it passed. Unless it 
varied very much from what was observable from 
the road, he should say that a large portion of 
the country between Maryborough and Gayndah 
was about as bad as bad could be. For about 
18 miles from Maryborough it was wretchedly 
poor stuff. Beyond that it improved a little, 
but, as a matter of fact, it was all very 
poor until the eastern boundary of the 
Degilbo Run was reached-the place where 
thece was once a public-house kept by a 
man named Irving. Beyond that there was 
a little good land. The Colonial Secretary 
said there was some good a,l,'l'iculturalland, and 
added that he had not the slightest doubt that 
if the railway were carried up to Gayndah it 
would eventually become a great place for vine­
yards and the making of wine. In that he was 
prepared to agree with the hon. gentleman to a 
certain e'1;tent, provided that any dependence 

could be placed on the rainfall. But, unfortu­
nately for the hon. gentleman's argument, that 
particular portion of the Burnett district was 
rather a dry belt. The experiments that had 
been made there with regard to growing wheat 
and the cultivation of the vine were not so 
successful as to induce hon. members to believe 
that it was worth while making a railway 
through that particular country in the hope 
that by so doing they would largely encourage 
the production of these articles. A little wheat 
had been grown there, but the statistics showed 
that there had never been much more than 30 
acres under that crop, nearly all the produce of 
which had had to be cut for hay. In one year, 
of the 30 acres under when,t, 4 or 6 acres gave 
no wheat whatever, and 20 acres were so dam· 
n,ged from rust that it had to be cut for hay, and 
yielded one ton of hay to the acre. In other 
seasons, of course, the land might be more pro­
ductive, In the whole of the Gayndah district 
there had never, at any one time, been more 
than 500 acres under the plough, With regard 
to the cultivation of the vine, in 1873, three 
men growing grapes succeeded in making be­
tween 70 and 80 gallons of wine. Three years 
later one made 60 gallons, and in the year 
following another man made the same quantity. 
That was all the actual wine-making that had 
taken place in the district, so that if they looked 
to statistics to enlighten them, all they got was 
very small indeed. Then it had been suggested 
by the hon. the Colonial Secretary that in course 
of time they might be able to breed a class of 
sheep there which would be able to resist the 
grass-seeds which the hon. gentleman said had 
been taken there by the Dawson sheep. 

'The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I did not 
say that. 

Mr. NOR TON : He thought the hon. gentle­
man did ; he did not wish to misquote him. At 
any rate, he was quite satisfied that on none of 
that country could sheep be reared with any· 
thing like success. At one time the whole of 
the Burnett, with one or two exceptions, wa.~ 
used for wool-growing, but owing to a succession 
of wet seasons and other causes, all of the 
sheep that were left alive were taken off and 
cattle substituted. Therefore, he did not think 
that they could look forward to the Burnett becom· 
ing a large wool-producing district. What they 
had chiefly to look to was this: The portion of the 
country nearer Maryborough through which the 
proposed line would pass was undoubtedly rich in 
minerals of various kinds. In addition to that 
there was an almost inexhaustible supply of valu­
able timber, both hardwood and pine. He believed 
that although it would not pay to construct a 
railway into any district with the view of 
making it pay by carting timber, yet when that 
timber was cut in the district through which the 
line passed it would contribute very largely 
towards the revenue ; and when the land 
was also rich in minerals, the working 
of those minerals would also assist mate­
rially in making the line remunerative. But, 
as he had said before, and as the hon, mem­
ber for Burke had pointed out, so far as they 
could judge from the character of the country, 
apart from timber and minerals, there was not 
much prospect of traffic before the line wa• 
taken through. So far as his sympathies went, 
he should like to see the line carried right up the 
Burnett, but if the line was constructed through, 
the effect would be that they could not get 
beyond Gayndah without competing with other 
lines north and south. At present the sta­
tions beyond Gayndah got their supplies from 
Gayndah by two or three drays, and as they 
went further up the river the stock from and 
the goods to the stations were taken backwards 
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and forwards to the Southern and Western 
Railway. Even if the railway were constructed 
up the river, he had been led to understand by 
gentlemen well acquainted with the district that 
it would not divert the traffic from the head of 
the river to itself. What they must, therefore, 
look at in connection with that particular line 
was the advantage that would be derived from 
it by the mining community and by those 
engaged in the timber inclustry. Those two 
sources, he believed, were the only ones from 
which they could expect any revenue. Of course, 
the effect of carrying a railway through the 
country would be to settle some population 
on it, and he believed that if the first 
portion of the line were carried out a con­
siderable number of grazing farms would 
be taken up about Mount Shamrock, near 
Degilbo. But he could not see-unless he had 
been very much misinformed, and the country 
had changed considerably since he was there 
-what advantage was to be derived from 
taking the line beyond Mount Shamrock to­
wards Gayndah. It was said that there were 
large mineral deposits there. So there were 
about Rawbelle, but it was chiefly copper that 
would not pay to work, even if there was a rail­
way to the spot. He did not suppose anyone 
would seriously oppose the passing of the first 
section, and he was glad that the Minister for 
Works had brought in the plan for the first 
section alone. They had certainly passed worse 
railways before, and would perhaps pass worse 
ones again. For his own part he did not antici­
pate any great revenue from the line, but if it 
assisted the working of the minerals and timber 
in the district it would return something like a 
fair revenue, which would increase in course of 
time. At any rate, the portion of the line now 
before them was a good deal better than some 
others they had passed, which instead of being a 
source of revenue would be a source of loss to the 
country. 

Question put, and the Committee divided:­

AYES, 33. 

Sir S. W. Griflith, Messre. Dutton, Miles, Dickson, 
Moreton, Sheridan, Foxton, Foote. Salkeld, Smyth, 
Bailey, Kel!ett, McMaster, Lumley Rill, Wakefield, 
Bulcock, Buckland, White, Jordan, Isambert, Mellor, 
S. W. Brooks, W. Brookes, Rutledge, Macfarlane, Norton, 
Ferguson, Grimes, Murphy, Annear, Kates, Horwitz, 
and Groom. 

NOES, 9. 

Messrs. Black, A dams, Donaldson, Lissner, Stevenson, 
Palmer, Jessop, Hamilton, and Philp. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

On the motion of the MINISTER FOR 
WORKS, the House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN 
reported the resolution to the House. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
the report be now adopted by the House. 

Question put and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

EMPLOYERS LIABILITY BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following message from the Legislative 
Council:-

"The Legislative Council ha.ving had under considera­
tion the message of the Legislative Assembly dated 
26th October, relative to the amendments made by the 
Legislative Council in the Employers Liability Bill, beg 
now to intimate that they do not insist on their amend­
ments in clause 4, but insist on the omission of clause 6, 
because more suitable provision is made for the pro­
tection of seamen under the provisions ot the existing 

lR.ws relating to merchant shipping, and other enact" 
ments connected therewith, and because the clause 
omitted would render the owner liable for accidents 
resulting from causes over which he has no control." 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the message 
was ordered to be taken into consideration in 
committee to-morrow, 

GLADSTONE TO BUNDABERG 
RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! beg to move that you do now leave 
the chair, and the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider the follow­
ing resolutions, nttmely :-

1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed railway from Glad­
stone to Bundaberg, in length 106 miles 46 chains 50 
links. as laid upon the tt~ble of the House on Tuesday, 
the 26th ultimo. 

2. 'rhat the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving­
l. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed railway from Glad­
stone to Bundaberg, in length 106 miles 46 chains 50 
links, as laid upon the table of the Houee on Tuesday, 
the 26th ultimo. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

-said that in submitting the motion to the con­
sideration of hon. members he had to state that 
the proposed line was a portion of what would 
eventually be the North Coa.st line. The country 
was pretty much of a character similar to that 
of the country along the line, the plans of which 
had just been approved by the House. It was 
partly fit for agriculture and for grazing farms. 
He could not promise an excess of traffic 
on the line, but it would be of very great 
advantage to Gympie, Maryborough, 13un­
daberg, and Gladstone, in connection with 
their mail communication. When those lines 
were connected up as far as Gympie from· 
Brisbane it would be of immense advantage to 
all the people on the coast for the rapid delivery 
of mail matter. He might state that £150,000 
had been provided on the Loan Estimates for 
that line. £236 out of that had been expended 
for surveys. leaving a balance of £149,763. That 
amount would not, of course, be sufficient to 
make 106 miles of railway, and the Government 
would not attempt to go beyond the amount 
borrowed in the construction of the line 
until they had parliamentary authority for 
the additional monpy required. He wished 
to point out that the Government did not 
intend to appropriate any other money for 
the construction of that line beyond the amount 
authorised in the Loan Bill. The cost of the 106 
miles would be about £400,000-so that a large 
sum of money would have to be provided for 
before the whole of the line could be built. 
He did not think it was necessary for him to 
dwell at great length on the line. The Govern­
ment did not anticipate any large settlement 
on the line, but it could be compared, with the 
exception of the minerals, with the line already 
approved of. He believed there was an immense 
quantity of timber on the line. A considerable 
extent of land would be suitable for dairying and 
grazing farms besides a considerable amount of 
land for agriculture. The line commenced on the 
west side of the jetty at Gladstone, with which 
it could be connected by a 12~chain curve. It 
followed a general south-easterly direction, 
joining the Bundaberg and Mount Perry Rail­
way at 106 miles 46~ chains, at a point 42 miles 
70 chains from the commencement of that line. 
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Thus the distance from Bnndaberg to Gladstone 
would be about 107 miles 10 chains. The line 
kept mainly near the edge of swamps, close to 
high-water mark for the first 10 miles, crossing 
the ends of some snmll spurs. From 10 miles 
to the end of the line it passed over a 
succession of low hills and valleys. In few 
places were the rises over 150 feet, and no hill 
was crossed over higher than 200 feet above high­
water mark. Since the plans had first been laid 
on the table, there had been considerable altera­
tions made in the gradients. There were no 
gradients now on the line steeper than 1 in 50. 
1\fembers were aware that he had withdrawn the 
plans on a previous occasion, because there ·were 
some steep gradients-1 in 25 to 1 in 33-and it 
was considered very undesirable that a line of that 
description should be built. There was on the sec­
tion about 12,500 feet of bridging or about 120 feet 
to the mile. S0me of the more imporbnt bridges 
were originally intended to be low-level bridges 
in connection with gradients of 1 in 25 to 1 in 33, 
but as it was considered undesirable to run any 
risk of interruption to traffic on a line forming 
part of the main coast railway, high-level bridg-es 
had been substituted. There would be about 
300 culverts. There were fourteen level crossings 
marked on the section, and about twenty would 
probably be required. The earthworks were 
roug-hly estimated by Mr. Ballard previon• to 
the alteration of the gradientsat4,000 yards to the 
mile, but that quantity would now be increased. 
Water was plentiful. Ballast was abundant. 
Timber for sleepers and bridges would be found 
within easy distance of the line. It 1mmt be under­
stood that Mr. Stanley had not had an op1 or­
tunity of going over the line yet or of going 
very fully into it, but he estimated the cost at 
about £4,000 a mile. The total length of the 
line was 106 miles 46 chains and 50 links, which 
nt £4,000 a mile would give a totnl of £426,32:), 
As he had said before, £150,000 had been appro­
priated in the Loan Bill for the line, and £23G 
had been expended in surveys, leaving a balance 
available of £149,763. 

Mr. NORTON said he had hoped, when the 
hon. the Minister for vVorks was submitting that 
line, he would have informed the Committee that 
it was the intention to make a commencement at 
G!adstone, but he thought the hon. gentleman 
had made no statement to that effect. 

The MINISTER FOil WORKS said that 
would be taken into consideration at a future 
time. 

Mr. NOilTON said it was all very well to say 
that now, but the hon. gentleman had told him 
on a pr8\·ious occasion that the line, if it began 
at the Bundaberg end, would certainly begin at 
the Gladstone end also, and that he himself was 
favourable to beginning at the Gladstone end. 
Moreover, when the Loan Estimates were before 
the House in 1884, when he compbined that a 
sufficient sum was not provided for the line, he 
had been told by the Minister for \Vorks-" No, 
it would be easy to manage thttt. How do we 
carry out those other lines that we have to come 
and ask for authority for sums for the comple­
tion of works already done by money not pro­
vided by Parliament?" He desired to acknow­
ledge the virtue of the hon. gentlernan, who now 
"ssnred the Committee that that line would not 
be carried further than the sum appropriated 
would permit. 

The MLNISTEH FOil WORKS said there 
would be plenty of money by the time more was 
needed for the completion of the line. 

Mr. NOR TON saitl he hoped there would be. 
The l\linister· for Works was alw[tys sanguine, 
but when the sum appropriated was done with 
they would not perhaps have quite so easy a 

task to raise more money. He (Mr. Norton) 
was quite sure the speech of the Mini~;ter for 
Works would be received with a good deal of 
disappointment by the people of Gladstone, 
because, whether the hon. gentleman intended 
it to be understood or not, they did believe from 
the remarks made by him on his visit to Glad­
stone that he would see that the whole line 
would be carried on there as quickly as possible. 

The MINISTEil FOR WORK::\: So it will. 

Mr. NOilTON said he hoped the hon. gentle­
man would bear that in mind, and betu in mind 
also that the wharf at Gladstone was intended 
as a railway wharf, when the Government would 
Le in a position to go on with the rail way. 
That wharf, until the line was commenced, 
would be comparatively idle; but when ]Jrept~ra­
tionH were n1ade for going on with the \Vnrk, 
there wrts not the slightest don bt thttt the 
facilities for the despatch of railway m~terial, 
ami getting it at once on to the works, would be 
greater there than in any other place where 
lines had been made at all. He did not intend, 
in referring to that matter, to represent to the 
Committee any very sanguine views as to the 
revenue which was likely to be derived from 
the line when it was completed. He was quite 
sure that a great deal of the country bet .vcen 
Gladstone and Bundaberg might be cultivaterl, 
as it had proved itself well adapted for it. 
Fruit-trees had been tried, and wherever any 
kind of agriculture had been attempted at all it 
had always proved most successful. He had no 
hesitation in saying that when the railway line 
was carried along there agriculture would be 
encouraged to some considerable extent ; but he 
was not going to urge that upon the Committee, 
because he believed that hon. gentlemen would 
understand perfectly well that wherever a line 
was carried in coastal country there was some 
land fit for agriculture. There would be a 
certain ttrea of land fit for cultivation, both for 
grain crops and, he believed, the cultivation of 
fruit-trees. The first revenue the Government 
would have to look to from that line would be 
from the timber traffic. Near Gladstoneitself, of 
course, the timber had been thinned down; but 
from near there to Bundaberg there was a very 
large supply of very valuable timber. The 
engineer stated that there was an ttbundant supply 
of timber and any quantity of material for 
ballast and so on. There were several sawmills 
in the locality, and the timber was of a kind 
which he thought the Government would require 
much more largely than any private individual. 
At the present time sleepers for the Southern 
and Western line and for the Northern lines 
were almost wholly obtained from somewhere 
about JYliles on the vV estern line, and about 
Dingo on the Central line, or within a reason­
able distance of them ; and the timber for the 
last section of the Central line had to be brought 
from there. Of course they knew that when a 
large quantity of timber was taken for a particu­
lar purpose from places like those, within a few 
years it became rather short, and if there 
were only those two localities from which 
timber could be derived in l:.rge quantities, it 
followed <LS a matter of course that within a very 
few years some other districts would neer.ssarily 
have to be opened up to supply material of that 
character. He had no hesitation in saying that 
when the line was completed, if the Government 
required to get their sleepers in the coastal dis­
tricts for their works in different parts of the 
colony, that one district alone between Glad­
stone and I3undaberg would supply the whole of 
the sleepers required for many years. The 
report said tlmt some of the revenue from the 
railway wnnld !Je derivetl from timber, and 
he (l'llr. Norton) was quite satisfied that 
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trains might be fully loaded with the timber 
that was required for railway purposes alone. 
f!e had o~tained from the traffic manager par­
tiCulars w1th regard to the timber traffic, and 
found that according to his calculations eight 
tons was a low quantity to carry on one truck. 
J~ight tons of hardwood represented 2 400 feet 
and allowing eight trucks to the load, the quan: 
tity carried by one train would be sixty-four 
tons, the charge on which would be 2d. per ton 
per mile. So that even from the timber traffic 
alonetheearningswould be considerable. He had 
no hesitation in saying that by the time the line 
Wtl,S constructed so much timber would be required 
for railway purposes alone that one train per 
day mig-ht easily be run in order to carry it. Of 
course, hon. members knew that the harbour at 
Port Curtis was a splendid one, and offered 
facilities which would enable the Government to 
get ships alongside, and take the timber away to 
all parts where it might be required with the 
greatest despatch. On that point alone there 
was considerable justification for carrying out 
the work. As the Colonial Secretary had re­
minded him when speaking on the Gayndah 
line, that line would be necessary for defence 
proposes, and that was a matter that they should 
take into consideration. One thing that was now 
admitted to be necessary was that in carrying out 
the defence3 of the colony it was absolutely neces­
sary that facilities should be offered by which the 
Government would be able to remove troops from 
one port to another with the greatest despatch. 
Of course the town of Gladstonewas not very large, 
and he did not think there woulrl be any induce­
ment to levy blackmail npon the inhabitants ; 
but still if an enemy did land there they could 
take up a position from which it would be very 
difficult even for Her Majesty's ships to dislodge 
them. They could command the trade so long 
as they were not interfered with by Her 
Majesty's vessels, and could fight there as well 
as in the open sea. So that as a matter of 
convenience for defence purposes it was desirable 
that the line should be carried out. However, 
he had pointed out that in addition to the timber 
traffic the Government might reasonably expect a 
considerable traffic in coal. He had seen some speci­
mens of coal shale which probably overlaid the coal­
beds in different parts of the district, and there 
was no question that the coal not only existed 
in those particular places, but as he had been 
informed by an authority which he had not 
the slightest reason to doubt, in several parts 
of the country through which the line would 
pass there were large deposits of coal, and in 
order to be able to develop them a line of 
that kind was required. There was another 
matter which he had expected the hon. gentle­
man to refer to when he introduced the motion, 
and that was in regard to the facilities for con­
veying mails to Bundaberg and Maryborough. 
There had hitherto been loud complaints among 
the people in that part of the colony that, 
although the residents ofthe Central anrl Southern 
districts got their mails at the earliest prmsible 
opportunity and were able to despatch their 
correspondence promptly, they were left entirely 
iu the cold-that before they could g-et their 
l~nglish letters the mails had to be brought to 
Brisbane by steamer and then sent back to 1\Iary· 
borough. \V"hen the proposed line was completed, 
that ground of complaint would l1e removed. The 
mails could be landed at Gladstone or even in 
Keppel Bay, shipped through the Narrows to 
Port Curtis, and thence carried by rail to 
Bandaberg and Maryborough and Gympie. 
All places along the route would in that way 
have their letters delivered iu good time, and 
Brisbane mails could also be delivered earlier by 
that route than by water. He did not think it 
necessary to dilate any further upon that subject. 

He thought he had said all that it was needful to 
say, but if any hon. member wished for more 
information he would be very happy to give him 
as much as he conld. He would only add that 
the country along the route of the railway was 
equal to, and very much superior to, a large por­
tion of the land along the coast. Near Bunda­
berg there was a bit of poor country, lmt after 
that the land waswhat was commonly calledfir"t­
class coast country. 

Mr. vVHJTE said they h~d a little railway 
proposed from Gladstone to Buuclaberg, and the 
leader of the Opposition had certainly given very 
little information about it, except that there was 
good timber along the route for a portion of the 
distance. Generally, where there was good tim­
ber in this country the land was bad. The hrm. 
member said the probability was that the land 
would grow good fruit, and ~ome of it good 
wheat. 

Mr. NORTON: No; not wheat. 
Mr. WHITE: No? 
Mr. NOR'l'ON: No; not wheat, but me1,ize. 

The HoN. J. M. MAClWSSAN : And 
pumpkins! 

Mr. WHITE said the leader of the Oppositifll1 
had certainly not taken in hand a critical view 
of the railway. Between Gladstone and Bunda­
berg there was the finest water-carriage that 
could be met with between any two towns in the 
world. They could g-o in and out at each port 
in the dark, and pass from one place to the other 
in two or three hours. But not only that, there 
was a near cut. Smaller vessels could take the 
near cut throug·h the Narrows, which went very 
nearly as the crow flew. 

Mr. NORTON : Where from ? 

Mr. WHITE : From Gladstone to Bunda­
berg. 

Mr. NORTON: No. 

Mr. vVHITE : \V ell, there was undeniable 
water-carriage between the two places, and now 
it was proposed to build a railway to compete 
with that water-carriage. 1<3veu the insig-nificant 
little Brisbane River gave the railway authorities 
considerable difficulty, in order to get freig-hts 
low enou4"h to run off the water-carriage, although 
the dishmce to Ipswich by the river was 
50 miles, whereas by rail it was 24 miles. 
How would they work the water - carriage 
and the railway between Bundaherg and 
Gladstone? He could not see from the argu­
ment of the hon. member any plausible pretext 
for making a railway at an enormous expense to 
compete with the water-carriage. Probably the 
line might be required when they had a lot of 
soldiers going backwards and forwards, but at the 
present time it would be only a burden on the 
cmmtry. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon. 
member who had just sat down had made a very 
sensible speech, but in making a sensible speech 
he had spoiled his geography. The hon. member 
would have to go to school ag-ain to learn the 
geography of Northern Queensl~ncl. There was 
a good deal to be said in favour of that line, 
just as much as in favour of the line to Gayndah 
from Maryborough which had just been passed 
by the Committee. He was not going to use 
the arguments which had been nsed by the hon. 
member for Port Curtis. They all knew that a 
coastal line must be made, and the proposed line 
would be one link in the chain of that line. But 
he rose specially to ask the Minister for Works 
if the declaration he had made with reg,ucl to 
that railway, that after the £150,000 had been 
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expended he would not proceed any further with 
the line until a further appropriation wa" sanc­
tioned hy Parliament, would apply to all the 
other lines they had passed. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : Then it 
would be a very bad thing for the country, be­
cause, as a rule, a uun1ber of the lines going into 
the country were not paying. It would be much 
better to complete three lines out of every four 
and leave the fourth line for a further loan, tha~ 
to go on in that way. He would have gone fur­
ther and advocated the making of that line from 
both ends, but when the Minister for \Vorks 
made that declaration he did not see how he 
could do it, because £150,000 was only suffi­
cient for one section, and he could not ask 
him to commence two sections, one at Glad­
stone and one at Bunclaberg. He was, how­
ever, quite certain that the wisest plan to 
pursue would be to commence the line at both 
ends, as they would have water carriage for 
landing the material, and it was desirable the 
line should be completed as early as possible. 
Although I;e did not expect the line would pay 
at once, st1ll it would pay, and pay well, if it 
should ever come to pass that it was re'luirecl for 
defence purposes; and for that reason he th<nwht 
the coastalline8 should be pushed on fa,ter than 
the branch lines, or even than the main trunk lines. 
He was very sorry to hear the statement made 
by the Minister for '.Vorks. 

Mr. P ALMER said hon. members were 
always using the argument with recrarcl to 
a coast line that it would be an admirable 
arm of defence ; that by connecting their lines 
along the coast, North and South would be pro­
tected for evermore from the attacks of enemies. 
He thought they were going on wrong lines, and 
that the connection of their railwavs should be 
made in the interior. \Vhat was "'to prevent a 
force htndmg on the coast and cutting the line 
of communication, and then where would they 
be? Let the connection be made in the interior 
where it could be made much cheaper than o~ 
the coast. In the interior it would co't only 
about £2,000 per mile, instead of £8 000 or 
£10,000, which would be the cost alo'ng the 
coast, when they took into consideration the 
increased number of rivers and creeks that had to 
be crossed. 'fhe Brisbane line should be con­
nected with the Gulf of Carpentaria line, the 
Rockhampton line and the Townsville line in 
the centre, then with Adelaide and Sydney. 
They would then have a great national line for 
defence. But the principle of connectimr the 
lines along the coast he could not recommend at all. 
He would ask how they were to pay the interest 
on. the cost of the railways that would be re­
qmred to connect Cooktown with Brisbane con­
sidering the gaps, ranges, an'l rivers they \~ould 
have to cross? The hon. member for Port Cnrtis, 
and others who spoke in favour of the line used 
as their chief argument the fact that it Zvould 
be reCjuired for defence purposes ; but the hon. 
mem]>er for Stanley, Mr. '.Vhite, who opposed 
the !me, used a better argument when he said 
that there was no necessity for rail ways 
between places that had good water communi­
cation. According to that hon. member, a 
vessel could be taken overland from BuncbberO' 
to Port Cnrtis, and he opposed the line fvr that 
reason. He was surprised that the hon. gentle­
Inan \vas _not actuated by econon1ical uwtiYes 
when cons1dering other lines--lines which would 
not pay for the grease used on the wheels. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon. 
m~m~1er w~o had just spoken forgot that in 
bmldmg rmlways for defence purposes the object 
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was to connect places where there was sufficient 
population to be of some service, and places 
where branches of the Defence Force were 
already established. 

Mr. SHERIDAN said he could not compli­
ment the hon. m~mber for Burke on his military 
knowledge, because he had heard him speak of a 
square charging, whereas squares were generally 
formed to resist charges. He cordially supported 
the proposed line from a strategical point of view ; 
and the time would come when all the towns in 
Australia, from Perth to Cooktown, would be 
connected for defence purposes. If an enemy 
should cut the line, it would very soon he 
repaired. During the J<'ranco-Prussian war, the 
Germans built a rail way 30 miles long, round 
Metz, in three days ; and by the time the people 
in the colonies became trammelled with wars they 
would be able expeditiously to repair any line 
along the coast ; and any line along the coast 
should have his warm support. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resurnecl ; the CHAIRMAN reported 

the resolution to the House, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 

that this House do now adjourn. It is rather 
early, but it is too late to begin another railway. 
It is proposed to take to-morrow the Railway 
motions on the paper, which I hope will not 
occupy the whole of the clay ; and for the 
remainder of the sitting the business will stand on 
the paper in the same order as to-day. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at four minutes to 10 

o'clock. 




