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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

'l'uesrlay, 19 Octobn·, 1886. 

Formal Jlotions.-Xormanton to Cloncurry Railway.
l\lessage from the Legislative Council-Divisional 
Boards Bill Xo. 2-Ruliug of the Speaker.-British 
Companies Bill.-Xorthern Railway Deviation.
l~assifern Branch Deviation.-Fortitude Vallcv Ex
tension.-Adjournment-Chairman's casting Y0te. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed 

to:-

By JI/Ir. BUCKLAND-
r.!'hat so much of the papers as refers to the rmmmp

tion for water on the Galloway Plnins ltun, Port Curtis 
district, laid on the table of the House on 'rucsday last, 
the 12th instant, be printed. 

By JI/Ir. SALKELD-
That there he laid on the table of the House, a return 

showing the expenditure on the Southern and 'Vestcrn 
Railway in each of the three departments-viz., Locomo
tive, 'l'raffi.c, and l~ngincer's (maiutenance)-for the nine 
monthH ending 30th September, 18S6; and the probable 
expenditure for the three months ending 31st Decem
ber, 1R86. 

NOR:VIANTON TO CLO~CURRY 
RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS {Hon. W. 
Miles) said: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move that 
you do nnw leaye the chair, and the House 
resoh·e itself into a Committee of the \Vhole to 
consider the following resolutions, namely :-

1. 'l'hat the House approves of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed line of railway from 
Normanton towards Cloncurry, 0 miles to 38 miles. in 
length 38 miles, as laid upon the table of the House on 
'ruesday, the 12th day of October instant. 

2. 'l'hat the plan, section. and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative' Council, for their approval, 
by message in the usmtl form. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving-
1. That the IIonse approves of the plan, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed line of railway from 
Norrnanton towards Cloncnrrv, 0 miles to 38 miles in 
length 38 miles, as laid upon the table of the House' on 
Tuesday, the 12th day of October instant. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

-said he regretted that he was unable to give 
hon. members much information ftom his own 
experience, as that was a railway that he had not 
personally inspected and gone over. The Gov
ernment, however, had fortified themselves with 
the very best information at their command, and 
he strongly recommended hrm. members to read 
the report made by Mr. Hannam, who had in
spected tha.t country and reported upon the 
route the railway should take. He thought they 
would be able to get sufficient information 
in that report, because it was accompanied 
with a tracing of the railway from ?ior
manton to Cloncurry, which would assist 
them very considerably in coming to a con
clusion as to the necessity and desirability of 
that railway. Before proceeding to select a 
route for the line to the Cloncurry it was desir
able to find a port, and JVIr. Cullen was des
patched to survey the whole of the Gulf rivers, 
and ascertain which was the most suitable for 
the establishment of a port for the rail way. 
There would be found in :\Ir. Hannam's report 
extracts from a report by Mr. Cullen, wherein 
he observed that the Norman Rh-er was 
the river, and the only river, for the 
est,hlishment of a port on the Gulf waters ; 
therefore the Government had satisfied them-

selves in the first inst:1nce, before they gave 
instrnctions about the survey of the rail way, 
that they had secured a suitable port for that 
locality. Mr. Hannam reported very favourably 
on the line, which would be almost entirely of 
surface construction. There were no heavy 
works on it, and the ruling gradient on it wa~ 
1 in GG, with the exception of a few chains in 
length at the approach to the Flinders Hiver, 
where the gradient would be 1 in 44, though 
whether it would be affected by a low-level 
bridge or not he did not know. It was 
a short line, thirty-eight miles in length, and 
the ruling gradient, as he had said, was 1 
in 66, with the exception of a few chains 
approaching the Flinders River. As to bridg
ing, there would be GOO feet of bridges and 
400 feet of culverts or small waterways, and 
timber and ballast were scarce. As he had said, 
the line would be almost entirely of surface 
formation, and there would be only about 14,000 
cubic yards of excavation. 

The HoN. J. ::VI. 1\IACIWSSAN: On the 
whole section ? 

The ::VII~ISTER FOR WORKS: Fomteen 
thou>and cubic yards of excavation ; and the 
whole of the bridging was 600 feet. The 
estimated cost of the line was £2,400 per 
mile. Hon. members would see by the plans 
that it was about one of the easiest line,.; 
to be constructed. In fact, there was no line 
by which the interior of the country could be 
approached from the coast so easily as by the 
line before them. Mr. Cullen, according to his 
survey, made a rise of twelve feet per mile, but 
Mr. Hannam did not make it so much as that; he 
made a rise towards the interior of the country 
of eight feet per mile. The rise was gradual, and 
there was no main range to pass. It was really 
the easiest line of approach to the interior of 
the country from the coast of any line under 
construction, or that had been constructed in 
this or in any of the colonies. He was unable to 
say very much of the country which it went 
through, but Mr. Hannarn had described it, if 
hon. members would read his report; and, above 
all, it extended in the direction of what he sup
posed was about the richest mineral country in 
any portion of Queensland. It was not neces
sary that he should dwell at any length upon 
the desirability and necessity of the construc
tion of that rail way. He had not the slightest 
doubt the hon. member for Mackay would get 
up by-and-by and blame the Government for 
having been tardy, and for not having push8d 
on the line much sooner than they had done, 
and he would probably also complain that the 
section was not long enough. He was quite 
sure the hon. member would find some fault with 
it, but the object the Government had in view 
in the first instance was to ascertain where they 
could secure the best port on the Gulf waters, 
and it had therefore been necessary to make a 
thorough survey of the whole of the rivers on the 
Gulf before coming to a conclnsion as to where 
they would carry the line. Before sitting down 
he would add that his hon. friends the Chief 
Secretary and the Colonial Treasurer had paid a 
visit to the Normanton and the Gulf country, in 
order to ascertain the requirements of that part 
of the colony; and he had no doubt that they would 
be able to supply any information hon. members 
might want, which he (the Ministerfor· \Vorks) 
might have omitted. 

J\Ir. P ALMER said he thought he could safely 
congratulate the Minister for vVorks upon at 
last having brought forward a railway which he 
could conscientiously recommend. He was also 
gbd to hear the ::Vlinister for \Vorks refer hon. 
members to the Chief Secret:tJ'Y anrl the Colonial 
Treasurer for further informtttion on the subject; 
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but if any information should be wanting, he 
(1\Ir. Palmer) would be very glad to assist those 
hon. gentle1nen, as he \vas well acquainted with 
the district. In the first place he conld bear out 
what the Minister for \VorkH h:cd said with 
regard to the River Norman being the proper 
place from which the railway should start. Every 
means had been taken to discover which was 
the best. port in the Gulf uf Carpentaria, and the 
reports of the snrveyors and engineers were all 
recorded in the " Votes and Proceedings" : they 
harl them even up to last year. Mr. Cullen's report 
bore out all the previous statements that there 
was no river in the Gulf-no river even in Queens
laud-that could compare with the Norman 
!liver in its capabilities as a shipping port. The 
depth of water in the river, and its width, proved 
it beyond any doubt to be the most reliable port 
for any large rail way to start from. There was 
one part of the plan to which he might be 
inclined to take exception, where the reports of 
the surveyors were not followed, and tlmt. was 
the starting point from the river. Captain 
Heath had sent in a report, which was laid on 
the table within the last few days, cbted the 
2"'th t:leptember, 1886, in which he confirmed the 
reports of the previous eurveyorH and engineers 
as to the tortuousness of the upper part of the 
Norman Hiver, and the desirability that the 
railway shoul<l start from some point on the 
1·iver where deep water would connect the 
railway with large shipping. After referring to 
the tortuousness of the Albert River, he went 
on to say:-

.. The Xorman is not much better in this respect, as 
in one place you t.ra.vel seven miles along the river and 
theu find you are only a. qlutrter of a mile nlwacl. In 
the third reach from the mouth of the Albert the 
gronnd on the west shore is well above high-water mark, 
and anv connnunic~ttion between Burketown and the 
~en sholllrl be to this spot. Indeed, it wonld be ·wise in 
both these rivers for the present (if it i:;; intended to 
dredge a channel for large vessels across the bar1, to 
ignore the upper part, as retlUiring expensiYe imprm·c
ments. and to concentrate every effort in communicating 
wi.th :Xormanton by raibvay or tramway from the Red 
Bluff." 

It was about eighteen miles from the mouth of 
the river up to that point; and if the bar were 
dredged any steamer vioiting Queensland at the 
vresent time could lie alongside the hanks there. 
Thttt was a very important matter in the con
struction of such a railway-that it should go 
direct from where ocean-going steamers could lie 
alongside the bank. He saw by the plans that 
the tramway or railway started from a point 
near the to~nship. That might probably suit 
present recJmrements; but as the trade increased, 
as it W>ts sure to do to a very large extent, 
it would be desirable to have the line carried 
down to where ocean-going steamers could ship 
their ear go straight away. It was a matter of 
10s. a ton in freightage, and that was a great lot 
on 8,000 or 10,000 tons which were likely to 
he shipped annually from there soon. Apart 
from that, he did not think there had ever been 
a railway projectec1 in Australia on the same 
conditions as that one-starting from a navigable 
river, traversing level country straight away 
from the shipping port, going through the best 
pastoral country and the finest mineral country 
in Australia, and having for its terminus 
]n·obably other shipping ports. Although the 
present Government could not be sai<l to be 
the projectors of that railway, still they were to 
he congratulated for bringing it to that point. 
J\Ir. Hannarn't> report was, he was certain, quite 
reliable. Mr. Hmmam had been over the 
country, nnd from his (1\Ir. Palmer's) knowledge 
of the country he believed the route lai<l down 
bv ~Mr. Hannmn wa,s the best that could be 
d~vised fur such a railway. No route could lul\·e 
been found freer from floods or tnwersing oafer 

country, always taking into account the distance 
to be traversed. So level w;~s the eountry that 
wet·e it not for the crossing of the rivers the line 
might be struck out anywhere from the Norman 
River. As to the gra<lient of 1 in 44 referred 
to by the Minister for \Vorks, seeing that 
it was for such a short distance-merely going 
down the bank of the Flinders and up again
it would be well, if possible, to filter it. It 
would not be ad visahle, on such a length of mil
way where the surface was so even, to make the 
hanlage difficult at one point just for the sake of 
a very short stage, and he thought that difficnlty 
should be cndea voured to be overcome. The 
matter before the Minister for Works now was 
to endeavour to carry out that line with as much 
despatch as possible, considering that it could be 
hid with such speed and at such a cheap rate. 
He considered that thatrailwaywns bound to con
nect the two oceans-the Indian and the South 
Pacific-and it shouid never be relinquished until it 
was connected with Brisbane itself and all the 
coast towns-Townsville in the first instance, 
Rockhampton in the next, and Brisbane next
so as to make the line a transcontinental railway. 
He saw that the South Australians were pushing 
their ntilways on from Port .Augusta :tnd :Port 
Dnrwin, and inasmuch ns they had much heavier 
difficulties to contend against, (lueensland should 
see that this raihvay was carried out as quickly 
as possible. He believed that if after the first 
section was begun tenders wem called fm· the 
rest of the line, contractors from home would 
tender fur the whole lot. The line bore some 
resemblance to one or two others that he knew 
of. Take, for instance, the Canadian Hailway, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, a line of 2,ii00 
miles in length, which was constructed in five 
years. That speed had never been attained in 
these colonies yet, but there was really no reas<m 
why it should not be. The contractor• for that 
line had four and a-half years longer in which to 
construct it, but such was the enterprise of the 
people that it was constructed in the rernarhtble 
time of five years. 

An HONOCRABLE MEMBER : That was a land
grant rail way. 

:\fr. P ALMER sflid he believed it was. He 
believed in land-grant railways himself, and 
thought the time would come when mostly fl.ll 
milways would be constructed on that principle. 

An Ho:-.OURABLE MEMBE!t: Xot on the basis 
proposed here. 

Mr. P ALMER said whatever system was 
adopted in cttrrying out that line, speed in itB 
construction, at all events, should be tflken into 
consideration. On that afternoon he had received 
a letter saying that two ves"els were loading from 
Great Britain for N ormanton with the rails and 
fastenings for twenty-five miles of the line, which 
showed that the Government really had at heart 
the intention of starting at once. He did not 
think the l\Iinister for \Vorks said anything else 
that needed reply; but if any hon. member 
required any further information he should be 
happy to give it after the Chief Secretary and 
Colonial Treasurer lmd spoken. 

The HoN .• J. M. 1\L\ClWSSAN said the 
Govennnent were to be congratulated upon 
lmving brought that rail way forward as soon as 
they had done, but, in spite of what the hon. 
meru ber for Burke had said, he was satisfied 
fl'<Jm what he had seen of ~Mr. Hannam's report 
that the best port had been selected. But it 
was far from being a good pm·t. There was a 
recon1mendati.on n1ade in )lr. Hann~ttn'~ report 
that a large ''rea for railway purposes should be 
;j>t~ettecl in what was known :t.s the Rml Bluff, 
:~nrl he would like to know if the~t h<td been 
<lone. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It is being 
attended to. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was 
glad to hear it, becanse it was more than likely 
that the large ships spoken of as likely to come 
to N ormanton would find great difficulty in going 
there, and the sooner there was communication 
to the sea the better. He said that, not in the 
interests of N ormanton, but of the whole colony, 
because he looked upon the line as being the 
northern end of the line which would ultimately 
connect the whole colony with the Gulf, and, he 
thought, for that reason the Government were to 
be congratulated upon having brought it forward. 
He could not, however, understa,nd the estimated 
cost of the line. The Minister for Works told 
them tha,t in the whole section there were only 
14,000 cubic yards of earthwork. Now, a man 
who understood anything at all about railway 
construction knew that it was the earth works 
that cost the money, and 14,000 cubic vards of 
earthworks in thirty-eight miles was actually 
less than 500 yards per mile. He, therefore 
supposed that it was simply forma,tion, becaus~ 
if ea,rthwork was under a foot it wa,s reckoned as 
formation. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It is the 
engineer's estimate-I did not survey the line. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he had 
no doubt about that. He was certain the hon. 
gentleman had given them the engineer's esti
mate, but he could not possibly understand how 
the cost of £2,400 a mile came in. If there was so 
little earthwork, how could it cost so much? The 
cost of the rails or rolling-stock was not included 
but the £2,400 per mile was simply for construe: 
tion. He thought the estimate must be a mistake 
-a very serious mistake ; and even taking the 
cost at £2,400 per mile, the amount of money 
voted would not be sufficient to cover the 
cost of constructing 235 miles. They would be 
£100,000 short. There was to be no fencing 
certainly, which would reduce the cost; th~ 
cost was simply for the bare forming of 
the line and laying the road. Well, he thou<>·ht 
the Minister for Works ought to make the 
Chief Engineer reconsider and revise his esti
mate, because the line ought not to cost 
that much. ·why, they were making railways 
as cheap as that where there were earth· 
works and where a considerable amount of 
ballast was used, Much more ballast was used 
in the South than the North. The Minister 
for Works knew that, and altogether he {Mr. 
11acrossan) was at a loss to understa,nd where the 
cost came in. The l'IIinister for vV orks must see 
for himself that there was a mistake. Why, in 
one cutting on some of the lines there was more 
than 14,000 yards of earthwork, and he had seen 
instances lately where five or six times as much 
had been taken out. However, he was very gbd 
that the Committee was asked to approve of the 
plans and sections of the line, and hoped that 
tenders would be called for soon, because it WL\S 

no use passing the plans if tenders were not to be 
called for. He would like to ask the Minister 
for Works when he thought he would be able to 
call for tenders. It ought not to ta,ke long to 
prepare the working plans. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said the 
Government could not be charged with delay in 
pushing on the railways. He would have invited 
tenders long ago if the plans had been ready so 
as to be prepared to go to work as soon as the 
line was approved. Now, the hem. member for 
Townsville was always harping about lines 
being made for this and that sum per mile 
but he thought the country was pretty 
well sa,tisfied about the hon. member's con
struction of rail ways, a,t all events. The 
present Government ha,] been cluing nnthing 

since they came into office but remedy
ing the blunders the hon. member committed. 
He should have to ask the House to consent to >1 

deviation of the Fassifern branch line, on which 
it was a 1natter of suq;rise that son1e serionR 
accident had not long ago taken place. Then, 
with regard to the Sandgate line, the present 
Government had had to almost rebuild it. And 
now the hon. member got up and wanted to 
know why the Normanton line could not be 
built at such and such a price ! He was sur
prised at the hon. member. But the vresent 
estimate, as the hon. member must know very 
well, was merely based on the parliamentary 
survey ; the Chief Engineer could not possibly 
sta,te the exact amount of excavation required 
until the permanent survey was made. If the 
line could be built for £2,400 a mile, including 
bridges, it would not be n very costh· line. It 
should above all be built in a substantial manner, 
so that it could carry tmffic when completed. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said that, as 
they bad a great deal of work to do that even
ing, he hoped the Chief Secretary would put a 
curb on the tongue of the Minister for vVorks. 
If the hon. gentleman commenced the busine.,s 
of the evening by making attacks upon him 
simply because he was doing his duty as a 
member of the House, he might expect something 
in return. However, he would pass over wha,t 
the hon. gentleman had just said ; it had 
nothing whatever to do with the question before 
them. The Minister for vVorks stated the 
requirements of the line to be 14,000 yards of 
earthwork, 600 feet of bridging, and 400 feet of 
culverts. Any practical man who knew any
thing about the cost of ntaking a liue~leaving 
the F'cssifern and Stmdgate lines out of the 
question-could Imtke an estimate of his own as 
to what that work would cost-the work con
sisting mainly of ballast and sleepers. vVhen 
would the hon. gentleman be able to call for 
enders for that railway? 

The MINISTEH FOR WORKS: As soon as 
the permanent survey is completed. 

The Ho~. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon. 
gentleman meant when the working plans were 
completed. But it need not take very long to 
make the working plans for a line of that descrip
tion, where the work was so very slight. Some 
of the engineers they had lately lost would have 
made them in a fortnight. 

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir S. W. Griflith) 
said that, as his hon. colleague had stated, no 
detailed particulars could yet be given as to 
the £2,400. He (the Premier) supposed the 
amount was fixed so apparently high on 
account nf the scarcity of timber and ballast 
in the locality, If the line was made in 
the usual way, with wooden slee)Jers and the 
ordinary ballast, the estimate would not be 
exceBsive. But be anticipated that by the sub
stitution of steel sleepers for timber the cost 
would be reduced, though not perhaps very 
materially even then. He was not prepared to 
say that in any case the line would cost less than 
£2,400 a mile, but he certainly hoped so ; >tnd if 
the entire line could be made at that rate it 
would not be a dear one. 

The HoN. J. M. ;\fACROSSAN said the 
quantity of ballast used on the Northern lines 
was 500 yards per mile, and 525 yards was what 
Mr. Ballard had been in the habit of using. 
Taking the cost at 6s. Sd. per yard-a very high 
price-it would amount to under £180 per mile. 

Mr. L LJMLEY HILL said the amount nf 
ballast on the Northern lines-ili\0 yards to the 
mile-had been found quite im<ufficient, and it 
had had to he nmde up to sumethin>: like 1,200 
yards to the mile. 
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Mr. P ALMER said that if steel sleepers were 
to be used upon the proposed line it would do 
away with the necessity for much ballast, 
as they would be lair! on the surface forma
tion alone, leaving the top of the groun<l 
pretty much as nature macle it. WhateYer 
ballast was required, they would not want to use 
broken stone, but sand or pebbles, and that could 
he obtained on some of the ridges out there in 
any quantity close to the line. With regard to 
timber, he conl<l bear out what Mr. Hannam had 
said in his report, and was of opinion that there 
would be Yery little timber found eYen for 
bridges. He did not suppose they would get 
sufficient even for the few bridges that were 
required. The station he held out there was 
about the hest timbered station in the district, 
and they had to go sixteen or eighteen miles to 
get 10,000 or 12,000 feet of gum, the sawing of 
which cost £2 per 100. Indeed, he was of 
opinion that they would have to depend a good 
deal upon iron for bridges as well as for sleepers. 

Mr. ANNEAR asked whether the estimate of 
£2,400 per mile included the permanent way? 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS: No. 

Mr. ANNEAR 'aid that in that case the line 
could be built for lees than £2,400 a mile. Taking 
2,500 sleepers per mile at £30 per 100, £750 ; 
laying permanent way, 1,7GO yards, £250; forma
tion of 80 chains, £1GO; earth works, £73 ; box 
drain, and bridges, £400 ; and ballasting, £400 ; 
making a total of £2,135 per mile. The work 
could be done for that sum provided that iron
bark sleepers were used. Hon. members seemed 
to think that iron sleepers could be simply laid 
on the surface of the ground, and a remark to 
that effect was made the other clay by the 
Premier. But that was a mistake. The forma
tion would consist of newly made earth, and the 
iron sleepers laid upon that would naturally go 
into the ground. It would be found in the end 
that the steel sleepers, as patented by Mr. 
Phillips, would be far more costly than hardwood 
sleepers, which could be ['rocurecl in the colony. 
Exclusive of permanent way, and by using hard
wood sleepers, the line could, in his opinion, be 
made for £2,135 per mile. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN asked 
whether it was intended to use steel ~leepers on 
the N ormanton line ? 

The l\IINISTJ~H FOR WORKS replied that 
l\Ir. Phillips had now completed his design for 
the sleepers, and he intended to call for tenders 
for a small quantity to test them before they 
were laid on the Normanton line. The Govern
ment were under the impression that the branch 
line to Laidley Creek would be a very good place 
for testing the sleepers, and if the test was suc
cessful they would be adopted all over the line 
under discussion. He might inform hon. gentle
men that the permanent survey had been com
pleted for some time, and the engineer who 
snrveyed it was now preparing plans and draw
ings, and tenders would be invited within a very 
short time. 

The HoN. ,J. M. l\IACROSS)I.N : Have the 
Government considered that the laying down 
of these sleepers on the Laiclley branch line will 
tend to delay the construction of the other line? 

The MINISTER .FOR WORKS : I do not 
think so. 

The Ho~. .J. l'vi. 1\IACHOSSAN Kaid the 
Committee were only to be asked that aftemoon 
to pass the plans and sections of the Laiclley 
branch line. 

The J\11::\'ISTEH FUR WOHKS : lfur the 
purpose of tt:oiing them. 

The Ho~ .• T. M. 1\IACROSSAN sai<l they 
might expect that the working plans of the line 
would be ready in three months ; hut in calling 
for tenders the Government must say what sort 
of sleepers they intended to use-whether they 
expected the contractor to find wooden sleepers, 
or -whether they would find steel sleepers them
selves. It would lead to delay if the experiment 
were to be tried upon the Laidley branch. The 
exreriment should be tried at once, immediately. 

The PREMIER said the experiment must be 
made somewhere. The hon. gentleman wanted 
the Government to go on as if the experiment 
had been tried and proved successful. The 
experiment could not be tried until the sleepers 
had been made, and the laying clown would only 
take two or three months. \V as it not worth 
while if the experiment proved successful, in 
order to Have an enormous tunonnt in the cm~t 
of construction of the line and in the cost 
of maintenance and an irnn1ense thne in 
construction, to wait one month or two, or even 
three months? He thought it was. It need not 
be much more. He believed tenders would 
he called for the sleepers in a few days, and. 
he thought they could be made in Brisbane. 
If the test was successful they would be able to 
lay the line at about four times the ordinary 
rate of making railways. It would simply be 
laid straight on end; and would it not 
be worth while to lose two or three months 
in commencing the construction for the purpose 
of gaining two or three years in cmnpleting it? 
It wa& no use rushing into an experin1ent on a 
line thirty-eight miles in length, when it might 
be a failme. But it was worth while to try it 
on a small scale, and if it were successful they 
could adopt it on a large scale. And as the 
line would not begin to pay much until it was 
finished, speed in construction was a matter of 
very great consideration. 

l'vir. NOHTON said the point the hon. member 
for Townsville referred to was the time that would 
be taken in testing the new sleepers upon the 
Laidley Creek railway. The plans of that line 
had not been passed, and the design for the 
sleepers was not complete. 

The PRE::VIIER : Yes, it is. 
Mr. KOR'fON said they were toll! hy the 

Minister for 'iN orks that it was not completed. 
There must be a delay if the Laidley Creek 
branch were selected to test the sleepers. 

The PHEMIER : Or any other line. 
Mr. NORTON said there would he some delay 

before the Laiclley Creek branch could he com
menced : so that there would be a consicleralJle 
delay in regard to the line under disctlSsion. 
Could not the sleepers be tested upon some line 
now being built? A few miles would be sufficient 
f0r every purpose, and in a very short time the 
Government would be able to judge whether the 
sleepers would answer the purpose as well as 
they expected. 

The PREMIER : What other line would you 
suggest? 

The HoN. ,T. l\I. l\IAClWSSAN : Some line 
where the rail~ are now being laid. 

The PREMIER : It would have to be on a 
line over the same class of country. 

The HoN. J. M. :MACHOSSAN: Any country 
in the \V est would do. 

Mr. KORTOX said any black-soil country 
would do to try the experiment. If they were 
tried on black soil there could be no objection to 
go on with the line before the Committee. 

The PRE:MIER s<Cid the sleepers would not 
do un ordinary country. They would ha,ve to 
try them on oimilar country tu that in the Gulf, 
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and he understood that the Laidley V alley was 
Himilar-black soil. He did not know whethee 
there wa,; any country of the same nature 
between Dulbydilla twd Charleville, and he 
doubted whether it would be convenient to try it 
so b,raway as Barcaldine. But that was entirely 
a matter of detail. \Vhat they wanted to clo 
was to get a place where the experiment could 
be tried with expedition. 

The Ho:"-1. J. :VI. l\IACROSSAN said if the 
experiment were tried upon the Laidley Creek 
branch it could not be completed for eighteen 
months instead of three months. The hon. 
gentleman forgot that the line muet be made 
and the rolling-Btock upon it for a few months 
before it could be properly tested. That was the 
point that the hon. member had overlooked. It 
should be tried upon one of the lines they were 
at present laying. The test should be 1rmde so 
as not to delay the construction of the Cloncurry 
line. There was theN orthern line to Hughenden. 

The PREMIER : That is not far enough in 
advance. 

The HoN. J. M. 2\IACROSSAN : What about 
the line to Beauaralla? They did not rec1nire 
exactly a similar soil. There was wanted a 
general similarity only; no matter whether the 
S•>il were black, or red, or white. If the nature 
of the soil were friable and loose, that was what 
they wanted. He believed that in the North 
the whole of the soil wa,; alike so far as that was 
concerned. 

l\Ir. BLACK said he was very glad the 
Government had done something towards getting 
on with the line. But from the explanation 
they had now received, it seemed that the 
commencement of that line was to be depen
dent npon the success of steel sleepers upon 
the Laidley line, as the Laidley line would 
pass over similar soil to that in the Gulf country. 
'fhat was a must unexpected revelation to 
him. The Gulf country was sandy, and country 
in which the white ant was excessively prevalent 
owing· to its characteristics. He a! way,; under
stood that the Laidley line was going throu"h an 
agricultural district. 

0 

The PREMIER : The Gulf country is not 
sandy. 

Mr. BLACK said it amounted to this : that if 
the commencement of the Gulf line was to !Je 
dependent upon a trial on the Laidley line, a 
line they had not even passed yet-giving the 
Uovernment credit for the best intentions in 
carrying out that railway-it would certainly be 
eighteen months, if not two years, before· the 
trial could be completed. It was just as well to 
understand, especially in the North, that the 
commencement of the Gulf line would, in all 
probability, be delayed for two years from the 
the present time, in order to give the Govern
ment an opportunity of making the experiment 
on the Laidley line. Suppose they did not 
paes the Laidley line, what then? 

Mr. STEVENSON: Supposing the experi· 
ment there is not a succ<:Y;s ? 

The PEEiYIIER: Then try it somewhere 
else. 

Mr. BLACK said he would be verv glad if the 
hon. gentleman would try it somewhere else. It 
seemed unreasonable to state that it should be 
tried on the Laidley Creek line, when they all 
knew-at lmtst, he had reason to believe-that the 
character of the soil there was altogether different 
from the Gulf country. The Minister for \Vorks 
CJuite unnecessarily said he supposed the hon. 
memberfor Mackay would blame the Government 
for not carrying on the line before. He(Mr. Black) 
accepted the hon. member's challenge. He did 
blame the Government. It was a line for which 

£i500,000was voted two yearsago,and which passed 
over country where rail way con~truction w::ts of 
such an easy description. And after all thirty-eight 
miles was a ridiculously small distance to make. 
They might as well have made seventy miles while 
they were about it. But taking- that short dis
tance, only thirty-eight miles, and that not going 
to deep water at the Gulf, with the new revela
tion that the commencement even of that was to 
be dependent npon the construction of a line which 
was not voted, it seemed to be at least possible 
th"t it would not be commenced for tw,, years 
from the present time. He thought the J\' orth 
would construct their own rail ways before that. 

The PREMIER said he had expected that the 
hon. member for :vrackay would make another 
grievance for the North out of this railway, ami 
he was wondering how he would rnanage to do it. 
Really the burden of all the hon. member's speeches 
was the grievances of the 1\or·th. This was another 
injury to the North-that the Cloncurry line 
was dependent on the Laidley line ! But 
nobody had said it was dependent on the 
Laidley line. They all knew, with regard to the 
construction of this line in the North, that the 
Government were anxious to push it on-qnite 
as anxious as the hon. member for Mackay, 
who objected to the Government going on with 
an experiment which they believed, whilst 
catming a short delay, would eventmtlly saYe a 
great deal of time and i1 great deal of money. 
\Vhen the Government was asked by an hon. 
member where the experiment wao to be tried, 
and the Minister for \Vorks informed him 
it was proposed to try it at Laidley Creek, 
where the soil was similar, the htm. mem
ber for Mackay said, "Here is another injustice 
to the North; the Government want to 
try an experiment which will delay the 
1\orthern line for two years." He (the Premier) 
really wished that the hon. members for the 
J\' orth would address themselves to business in a 
business-like way. It was not the way to get 
justice for theN orth or any other part of the 
colony, to endeavour continually to stir up strife 
and war with members for other parts of the 
colony. 

Mr. P ALMER ,;aid he hoped the Minister for 
\Vorks would carry out the experiment upon 
conditions as close as he po~'ibly conld to those 
under which the Cloncurry line would be laid. 

The P RK~1IER : Hear, hear ! 
J\Ir. P ALMER said if the experiment were 

conducted under the supervision of Mr. Phillips, 
he thoug·ht, from that gentleman's knowledge of 
the country and soil up there, and his general 
intelligence connected with all matters of rail
way engineering and supervision, that if he was 
satisfied with the conditions, they might rest 
satisfied it would be a success. He (Mr. Palmer) 
had a! ways understood that this line would be a 
great deal cheaper than the Minister for IVories 
had stated that evening. He h:td heard him say 
that people would offer to undertake the contract 
for less than £2,100 a mile the whole distance. 
He hoped the conditions under which the experi
ment would be tried would be similar to the 
Gulf country, as it might prove a failure, and 
necessitate sleepers being carried out there. 

The HoN. .T. M. MACIWSSAN said he 
had known :Mr. Phillips for a great many years 
and had marked his career, especially when 
in office, and he quite agreed with the hon. 
member for Bmke that this experiment to be 
succe,;sful should be more or le'" under lHr. 
Phillips's supervision when being carried out. 
But there was no necessity for the hon. gentle
man at the head of the Government talking 
a!Jout there being any ill-feeling between the 
North and the South. 

The PREMIEH Yes, there was. 
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The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said that the 
hon. member for lVIackay was only aiding in 
trying to get the Government to see the mistake 
that would be made if they intended to make 
the test at the Laidley branch, for it would 
take twelve or eighteen months, or at any rate 
not less than fifteen months, before that branch 
was constructed. Now, there was the Northern 
line, where they were laying down rails, and why 
could not those sleepers be tried there. Of course, 
it was not sufficient to lay the sleepers down; 
they must be run on for months before they 
could be proved ; and the sooner they were laid 
down the sooner the experiment would be proved 
to be a success, which he believed it would be. 
That was his object in R:tying what he did say. 
He had no intention to say a word about injus
tice to the North, and he was certain the hon. 
member for Mackay had no intention to raise ill
feeling. 

Mr. McvVHANNELL said he thought there 
could be no difficulty in finding a place to con
duct the experiment, seeing the Central line and 
the Northern line were being constructed over 
black soil clowns very much similar to the country 
on the Gulf watershed. He was very glad to 
hear the remarks of the Premier that if those 
sleepers were found to be a success this line 
would be constructed at a much more rapid rate 
than any hitherto con$tructed. He would point 
out that it would be greatly in the interest not 
only of individuals in the colony, but of the 
revenue and the commerce of the whole country, 
that the line should be constructed as rapidly 
as possible. Hon. members would concur in 
that statement when he pointed out that 
in the western part of the colony there 
was an immense amount of traffic carried 
on with South Australia, nearly the whole of 
which traffic would go to the Gulf if the railway 
were opened. The Customs revenue during the 
year 1884-5 collected on the South Australian 
border amounted to £3,597, and for the six 
months ending 30th June last the amount was 
£3,253, so that there was m1 immense amount of 
traffic that now went to South Australia which 
wcJUld almost entirely go to the Gulf. '.rhe whole of 
that commerce would be saved to this colony. 
He would also point out that there was an im
mense tract of available grazing country in that 
district, and settlers in that part of the country 
were only awaiting railway communication to 
improve that co·.mtry and stock it up with sheep. 
And he predicted that at no distant day~if they 
found that railway was to be constructed rapidly 
-the country, not only in the Burke district but 
also in the North Gregory, would be largely 
stocked with sheep. He had not the slightest 
doubt that the proposed railway would be one of 
the best paying lines in the country. 

Mr. HAMILTON said there was no doubt 
that if the Cloncnrry line was deferred until 
the experiment of steel sleepers had been 
tried on the Laiclley branch a very unneces
sary delay would be caused. The plans of 
the Laiclley line had not yet been passed, 
and the permanent survey would have to be 
made before tenders were called and the con
tract entered into. Befme that occurred they 
would have to wait fifteen months at the 
least before the experiment could he carried 
out. Hon. members had expressed the opinion 
that it was inadvisable that such delay should 
be occasioned, and had suggested that that 
delay_ could be obviaterl by making the 
expenment on some other lines. One of 
those lines on which it might be made was 
the first section of the C:tirns-Herberton rail
way. About eight miles in length were now 
under construction, and several miles of that 
section were of a soil similar in character to that 

which it was desirable to experiment upon. It 
was black soil, and the experiment could be made 
there at once. 

The MIKISTER FOR WORKS said he 
would point out to the hon. member for Towns
ville that he believed the branch now being 
built at Beauaraba would be very suitable for 
trying the experiment. It was a surface line, 
and he presumed that the 'urface, no matter 
what the soil was, would be suitable for testing·. 
That could he done there almost at once ; as 
soon as the sleepers were available they could be 
laid clown ttnd tested. There was no occasion to 
be alarmed at all at delay. He was under the 
imJ •ression that some hon. members were annoyed 
that the Government had pushed on this line at 
once. They had placed it at the head of the 
list, and he believed that was what annoyed 
hon. members opposite. They would have liked 
it to have been put last, and to have been able 
to say, "Oh, another injury to the North ! " 
That was what annoyecl them; but the Govern
ment had determined to do justice to the North 
in spite of them. 

The HoN. ,T. M. ::YIACROSSAN said that 
those on his side who were anxious that justice 
should be done to the North wouhl not be pro
voked by the Government putting the Cloncurry 
line at the head of the list. However, the state
ment just made by the ::Yiinister for Works was 
satisfactory. The test could be made on the 
Beauaraba line. It was a line on which it could 
be made at once, and the line being in the Sonth, 
the test could be made under the supervision of 
the Minister. 

Question put and passed. 

The Home resumed ; the CHA!Rli!AN reported 
the resolution to the House, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 

DIVISIONAL BOARDS BILL. 

The SPEAKER said: I have to report that 
I have received the following message from the 
Legislative Council:~ 

"3-Ir. SPEAKER, 

"The Legislative CouncH have this day agreed to 
a Bill entitled 'A Bill to consolidate and amend the law5. 
relating to local government outside the b0undaries of 
municipalitieR,' with the amendments indicated by the 
accompanying schedule, in \Vhinh amendments they 
invite the concurrence of.the IJegislative Assembly. 

"' J OHK }\ :MCDOUGAI.L, 

''Presiding Chairman. 

"Legislative Council Chamber, 

"19th October, 1886." 

RcLING OF THE SPEAKER. 
The SPEAKER said : It is my duty to call 

the attention of the House to the fact that 
amendments have been made in this Bill which 
again interfere with the privileges and claims 
thiH House has always asserted in dealing with 
Bills of this character. It will be in the recol
lection of hon. members that in 1879, when the 
Divisional Boards Bill was passed, amendments 
were made by the Upper Chamber in the 159th 
clause, which was the clause specially dealing 
with rating. The amendments then consisted 
of striking out from the list of properties 
exempted frnm the payment of rates the word 
"orphanages," and further, the omission of 
the words "no rateable property," and the in
sertion in lieu thereof of the following words-
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namely, ''in ascertaining the fair annual value 
of any land regard shall be had to the quality 
thereof, and the tenure upon which it is held.,, 
In the same clause the following proviso was also 
added:--

•· Provided h1rt.her that in case of conntry land the 
capital value shall, apart from nny valuation 'vhich may 
be put on any houses or buildingH thereon, be estimated 
at the fair average capital value of unimproved lands of 
the same t111ality in the neighbourhood." 

'fhose nmendments were brought under the notice 
of the House by the then Premier-Mr., now 
Sir Thomas, lVIcilwraith-and the House unani
mously refused to assent to them or to allow any 
interference whatever to take ph>ce on the pa1;t 
of the -(Tpper Clmmber in connection with the 
rating clause. I may inform the House that the 
practice of the House of Commons has invariably 
been never to allow any interference on the pa;t 
of the Lords with Bills such as those relating to 
local government, and I will give jnst one case in 
illustration to satisfy the House on that point. 
On the 7th August, 1839-the Right Hon. 
Charles Shaw-Lefevre being Speaker-the J\T uni
cipal Corporations (Ireland) Bill was received, 
with amendments, from the Lords, and the 
Premier, Lord .John Russell, drew the attention 
of the Speaker to certain amendments made bv 
the I,orrls, and Rsked his rnling as to whethe"r 
they were not an interference with the privileges 
of the House of Commons ; and the Speaker 
replied in the following words :- _ 

"If he correctly understood the question, it had 
reference to those clau~es in the Bill whieh transferre<1 
certain pO\YPrs of taxation held uncler the existing law 
by the grand juries of the several conntie-; in Irclaud 
to the newly created eouncils in theproposc<l unmici1ml 
boroughs. the Lords' amendment uvon which he t.lid not 
think the House of Commm1s could. agree to. It had 
always been most jealous of any interference on thB 
part of the other Honse in cases of this description. It 
did not even allow the House of Lo1·ds to change the 
name of a single trustee in a turnpike Bill. If a. Rill 
tmsw~:d t.lle Commons for the collection of rat{'-;, it never 
consented, and never would consent, to any alteration 
bein~ nmdc by the other House respecting the body 
which wa~ to have the control of those r<~tes. He nppre
hcndcd, therefore, that the Commons having dceiclccl 
thnt these powm·s of taxation \Yere hereafter to be exer
cised by the new municipal eonnoils, and the House of 
Lordk having so amended the Bill as to re-transfer thO;";e 
power:"; to the granu jnrics of the counties in Ireland, 
that the House of Commons eould not, consistently 
with the proper maintenanee of its privileges, agree tO 
that amendment." 

The amendment was disagreed to by the House 
of Commons and the Lords acquiesced in their 
disagreement. I may also inform the House 
that in 1854 a similar decision was given by the 
same Speaker on a similar Bill ; on the 27th 
July, 184~), a similar decision was given by the 
Speaker; and on the 31st :i\1:ay, 1847, a similar 
decision was given by the same Speaker. So 
that, as far as the practice of the House of Com
mons is concerned, it has invariably been that 
no interference whatever is allowed with Bills 
of this description. I do not think I shall be 
exceeding my duty as Speaker of this Assembly 
if I say that I think, after the decision ghen by 
the Privy Council recently with regard to amend
ments made by the Legislative Council in 
money and taxation Bills, that their action now 
is extremely to be regretted. The opinion of the 
Privy Conncil was given at the joint request of 
both Houses; and to amend Bills in the way 
the Divisional Boards Bill lms been amended, 
in the face of that authoritative opinion, is 
calculated to create unnecessary friction between 
the two branches of the Legislature. To facili
tate public business it is of the greatest impor
tance that harmony should exist and be promoted 
between the two Houses ; but to amend Bills 
which it is the exclusiye right of this Chamber 
to deal with is not calculated either to facilitate 

the public business or promote harmony and good 
feeling. The amendments made in this Bill are 
of such a character that the House cannot on 
any consideration assent to them. 

The PRE::\HER srLid: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
the House is indebted to you for your observations 
re~;pecting- the amendments made by the Council 
in the Bill. I am loth to think that such amend
ments were made deliberately by the majority of 
the members of that Chamber; I am disposed tu 
think that it may turn out on inquiry that they 
haYe been made by an accidental majority, 
consisting of a few member,. vVe shall know 
whether that is so or not when we have the facts 
before us. I do not propnse t<) lay the Bill aside
it is a matter of too great importance for that
and I therefore move that the message of the 
Legisla,tive Council be taken into consideration 
to-n1orro\v. 

Question put and passed. 

BRITISH CO~IP ANIRS BILL. 
The PREMIER said : :VIr. Speaker,-In 

pursuance of a resolution atlopted in Committee 
of the vVhole, I beg to present a Bill to amend 
and dechtre the law of llueensland with respect 
to joint-stock cornpanies incoqJoratml in other 
parts of Her :Vlajesty's dominions, and I move 
that it be read a first time. 

Question put and passed, and the second read
ing of the Bill made an Order of the Day for 
to-rrwrrow. 

1\0RTHERN RAILWAY DEVIATION. 
The l\II:'\ISTER rml WORKS : Mr. 

Speaker,-I beg to move-
rrhat the ~veakcr do now len.ve the chair. and the 

House resolve itself into a Committee of the "rlwle to 
consitler the following resolutious, namely:-

l. That the House approves of the plan, section, mul 
hook of reference of the proposed deviation of the Xor
thern Raihvay into Ilughenden_. in length about hvo 
miles, as laid upon the ta.blc of the House on Tnesday, 
the 12th day of October in~tant.. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislativu Council, for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS, in moving-
1. 'l'hat the House approves of the plan, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed deviation of the 
:xorthern Hail way into Hnghcnden, in length about two 
miles, as laid upon the table of the House on Tuesday, 
the J 2tlt day of October lnstant. 

2. 'l'lmt the plan, section, and book of referenee 
be forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their ap
proval, by message in the usual form. 

-said he would point out to hon. members that 
it had been found desirable to make the slight 
deviation proposed, so as to bring the rnilwa:v 
into the town of Hughenden. By the original 
survey the line would pass about a mile and 
a-half outside the township. That was consi
dered the best route to take on account of the 
flooded nature of the country. However, the 
inhabitants of Hughenden had asked for a 
deviation to bring the line into the town. The 
route of the proposed deviation did not form a 
very nice bend, but it was free from flood, and 
brought the rail way sufficiently near to the 
centre of the town. He saw the hon. member 
for Townsville was pointing out the bend on the 
plan, but it was the only way the difficulty could 
be overcon1e; and he rnight say it \Vas some con~ 
siderable time before he could be got to consent 
to what he called a " horse-shoe bend" ; but it 
was found that there was no other way of 
approaching the township of Hughenden unless 
they constructed a branch line, and, as a matter 
of fact, the deviation was not confirmed until after 
the Premier and Colonial Treasurer had visited 
Hughenden while they were out on the Gulf 
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country. It did appear a very awkward bend, 
but it was found to be the mo:;t suitable way of 
reaching the township. The hon. member for 
Burke would be tLble to give the Committee a 
good deal of inforrrmtion on the proposed devia
tion, because that hon. member lmd interviewed 
him before he would consent to the deviation. 
He was quite sure the hon. member knew the 
country a g·ood deal better than he did himself, 
and he believed the hon. member would be able 
to satisfy the Committee upon the necessity for 
the proposed deviation. He would point out 
that it would involve no additional cost on the 
original line, because the contractors were pre
vent:d from doing any work on that portion of 
the lme beyond where the deviation took place. 

Mr. PALMER said the Minister for Works 
was correct in saying that there had been a 
guod deal of correspondence over that deviation. 
lt had extended over last year, tLnd many times 
during the present year he had waited· on the 
hon. gentleman in connection with the matter. 
A gretL~ deal of feeling harl been raised in the 
township of Hughenden over carrying the rail
way two miles outside the town. They were a 
good deal in the hands of the engineers in the 
matter. He was not competent to say whether 
the way proposed was the correct way in which 
to make the deviation, supposing that it was right 
and proper that th~ railway should go through the 
town-as he held It should. He was under the 
impression that the line could be brought nearer 
the river without necpssitating the extraordinary 
curve which looked so peculiar on the map. It 
was right thtLt the railway should go as close to 
the town as possible, as the people had bought 
allotment,, and settled on the bank of the river, 
:where the only good water was to be had ; and 
If the terminus had been constructed two 
miles ont, as was proposed, it would have 
been necessary to shift the township out to
wards the railway, which would have been 
scarcely fair to those people who had bought 
the land, and who had been residing there for 
the last fourteen or fifteen years. If the Minister 
for '\Vorks was satisfied that the way proposed 
was the only way in which the township could 
be reached, he had nothing to say against it, 
because it WtLS, lLS he had said, a niatter for the 
engineers to settle. He would like to ask the 
Minister for vVorks if the decision he came to 
last year was to be carried out strictly with 
regard to the only person who ownecl land 
throul'(h which the deviation would run ? He saw 
that eight acres one rood twenty-one perches 
were to be resumed, and the hon. gentleman had 
stated that if any resumption of land was 
necessary from private persons it would have 
to be given by the persons through whose 
land the line would go. He thought that 
would scarcely be fair, and the Minister for 
vVorks would not be strictly just in insisting 
upon that being done in the present ctLse, as the 
people up there had as good a right to receive 
compensation for resumption as people down 
here. He noticed that there had been nearly 
£200,000 paid for resumptions on the Southern and 
Western line. The Minister for Works had not 
alluded to the matter, and he thought it only fair 
that the person through whose land the deviation 
would run should be compensated for the eight 
acres which would be resumed. He knew the 
Premier had paid a good deal of attention to the 
matter of the deviation when he was at Hughen
den, and had gone over the ground with J\f r. 
Daniels, a very competent engineer, who showed 
that it could not well be carried into the town by 
any other route than by the loop-line shown on 
the plan. 

Mr. NORTON said he thought the hon. mem
ber who had just sat down ~had raised a some-

what important question about taking the land 
from the person who owned the only private land 
on the route. He presumed the :Minister for 
vVorks did not intend to deprive that person 
of his land without compensation, or he would 
have mentioned the fact to the Committee. If 
that person's bnd was improved in value by 
taking the line through it, the railway officers 
would no doubt consider that fact in awarding 
the compensation, and if the resumption of the 
land was of benefit to the public of Hughenden 
he was entitled to compensation. So far as the 
plans went, the engineers were the best judges iu 
regtLrd to them ; and as to which was the best 
rn;,te to take, though it looked an ugly line on 
the map, the .Minister for vVorks was perfectly 
justified and quite right in taking the line into 
the town. He knew there had been great com
plaints made about the line passing by the town
ship. The people there were as mLlCh entitled to 
have the line taken close to the town as the people 
in other towns. Besides, if the line was taken 
according to the original plan, he was satisfied it 
would have occasioned endless petitions and 
applications for branch lines running into the 
town, or to have the route so changed 
as to bring it nearer to the town. The 
probability was thtLt if it were not done the 
town itself would have been shifted out, and the 
people holding the most valuable property in the 
town at present would have had it very consider
ably depreciated. For his part he saw no objec
ti<on tn the line which had been proposed. He 
had no doubt the engineers were quite right in 
laying it down tLs they had done, be0ause he 
presumed they had studied their own reputation 
in choosing the best route practicable. 

The PREMIEH sttid he harl taken the oppor
tnnity wlwn he was lately in Hughenden of going 
over the proposed deviation, and he was con
vinced it was the only way to get into Hughen
den. It was very important to get into the town, 
because it was necessary that a railway station 
like that should be within reach of water for 
the engines, as well as that the town should be 
near the water. He was satisfied that it was 
a necessary thing, and that the proposed devia
tion WlLS the only practicable way of doing it. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
could assure the hon. member for Port Ccu·tis 
that he did not desire to deprive anyone of their 
land. It had appeared to him a ridiculous thing 
that, where a township which he believed con
tained tLbout twenty people--

HoNOJ.:IlABLE J\1E}!BEitS : About 200. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he did 

not think there were so many. It seemed 
ridiculous that they should have to take the 
railway through the township and resume the 
land which had just recently been bought from 
the Government. For a long time he stood out 
and threatened that if they did not give up the 
land he would not change the route ; but at last 
he had to give way. However, all the land they 
would require to resume was about eight acres, 
which had been taken up as a selection under 
the Act of 1876, and, of course, it could be 
resumed at a very low price. No one WlLS likely 
to make any great fortune out of the resumption 
of land. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN asked what 
greater length the deviation would add to the 
ma.in line going westward·: 

The PREMIER : About a mile and three
quarters. 

The HoN. J. :M. J\IACROSSAN ;mid the 
:Minister for vVorks was somewhat mistaken in 
speaking of Hughenden as a town of twenty 
people. 

The PREMIJ<;n : It has 400 or 500. 
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The Ho:-~. J. M. MACROSSAN "aid he should 
say it had. But it was near enough for the 
Minister for ·w arks, considering the statements 
he usually made. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed ; the CHAIR~IAN reported 
the resolution to the House, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

FASSIFERN BRANCH DEVIATION. 

The MINISTER FQR WORKS Mr. 
Speaker,-! beg to move-

rrhat the Speaker do now lea.ve the chair, and the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the ·whole to 
consider the following resolutions, namely:-

1. 'l'hat the House approves of the plan, section, and 
1 

book of reference of the proposed deviation of the 
Fassifern branch, between 3 miles 5 chains 43~ links and 
3 miles e:J l'hains 63 links, in length 0 miles 62 chains 
56~ links, as laid upon the table of the House on Tues
day, the 12th day of October instant. 

2. r.l'hat the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to thP Legislative Council, for their approval, 
by message i.n the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 

four-chain curve, but he thought the curve in 
question must be five chains. He knew that 
Mr. Stanley would not undertake five-chain 
curves, except on the Brisbane V alley line, and 
they had to be altered because they were found 
to be too sharp. A three-chain curve would be 
impracticable. 

J\Ir. FOOTE said he did not know what the 
extent of the curve was, but he knew it was very 
short and was almost like an elbow when the 
line reached the end of Churchill. The 
work was a very necessary one, and it was a 
wonder that no accident had happened up to the 
present time. It was impossible to run anything 
like a load in greasy wevther in consequence of 
the shortness of the curve and the steepness of 
the gradient. 

Mr. NOHTON asked whether the £2,000 
covered the cost of the resumption of the land? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Of course 
not. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving- ! 
1. 'rhat the House approves of the 11lan, section, and 

Mr. NORTON asked if the Minister had any 
idea of the value of the land required; or perhaps 
the h1m. member for Bundanba would be able 
to tell them? 

Mr. FOOTE said the land in the neighbour
hood was not dear ; in fact it was almost value
less. 

book of rfferenceof the proposed deviation of tl1e Fassi
fern braneh, between 3 miles 5 chains 43~ links and 
3 miles 63 clm.ins fi3 links, in length o miles 62 chains 
56~ links, as laid upon the table of the House on Tues
da::·, the 12th day of October instant. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislathe Council, for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

-said the deviation was urgently required. The 
gradient at that point was 1 in 30. A train with 
a fair load would have to put on a full head of 
steam to get up the gradient, and before they 
could get way off it would pass round a three
chain curve, so that it would be very dan
gerous indeed. The Government had therefore 
come to the conclusion to make a slight devia
tion, which would cost something about £2,000. 
There were about 7!, acres of land to resume. 
He thought any hon."member who had travelled 
on the line must have come to the conclusion 
that it should be altered. On every occasion 
when the train went round the curve the pas
sengers were thrown from one side of the carriage 
to the other, and there was every possibility of 
the train leaving the rails. Under those circum
stances the deviation had been proposed. 

Mr. NORTON said he understood the hon. 
gentleman to say that the curve was a three-chain 
one. Was that so ? 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS: Yes. 

Mr. NOR'l'ON: And the gradient 1 in 30? 

The lVIINISTEH FOR WORKS: Yes. 

Mr. NORTON said there was a spot a few 
miles out of Ipswich where there was a sharp 
curve and steep gradient ; was that the place 
referred to ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said, yes; 
the spot referred to was called the Devil's Elbow, 
and was about three miles out of Ipswich. The 
curve was a very dangerous one, c<nd the gradient 
being steep made it all the worse. Such a 
gradient on a stmight line would be right enough, 
but taken with the curve it was most dangerous. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was 
rather surprised to hear the Minister for \Vorks 
say that the curve was a three-chain curve, because 
he was under the impression that there was no 
three-chain curve in the colony. On the Charters 
Towers linP, going over the range, there was a 

1886-4 K 

Mr. NORTON: Until the Government want 
it. 

Mr. FOOTI<J said the Government had power 
to resume it. They had a valuator, and those 
who did not accept the valuation usually got 
nothing. -

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed, the CHAIRMAN reported 
the resolution, and the resolution was adopted. 

FORTITUDE VALLEY EXTENSION. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! beg to move-

That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the ·whole to 
consider the following resolutions, namely:-

1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 
. book of reference of the proposed extension from the 
1 Brisbane terminal station through Fortitude Valley to 

:J:lavne on the Sandgate Railway, commencing at 0 
milCs 1'7 chains 0 links and ending at 2 miles 34 chains 
60 links, in length 2 miles 17 chains 60 links, as laid 
upon the table of the House on 'l'uesday, the 12th day 
of October instant. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the LegiRlative Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving
L That the House approves o! the plan, section. and 

book of reference of the proposed extension from the 
Brisbane terminal ~tation through Fortitude Valley to 

, Mayne, on thet'iandgate Railway, c?mmenci1~gat 0 l?iles 
i 17 chains o links and end~ng at 2 1:n1les 34 ch~ms 60 hnks, 

in length 2 miles 17 cha1ns 60 hnks, as lmd upon the 
table of the House on Tuesday, the 12th day of October 
instant. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reterence be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for thelr approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

-said every hon. member must admit that it was 
very desirable that the passenger station should 
be built in the centre of the city. He did not 
think anyone would raise any objection to that. 
Looking at all large cities in the old country it 
would be seen that, at whatever cost, pa"senger 
traffic had always been taken into the centre of 
population and business. The present terminus 
at Brisbane wa<, for some reason or other-and 
he did not intend to bla111e the hon. member for 
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Townsville for it-left far from the centre of the 
town, and the longer it remained there the more 
costly would its removal become. That being 
so, the necessity arose of going straight ahead, 
and that meant the construction of the line 
right through Fortitude Valley, joining the Sand
gate line at Mayne. Since the question was last 
before Parliament, the Government had decided 
to make a slight deviation from the plan as 
originally proposed. It was found that it would 
be utterly impossible to lower the gradient be
tween J\J:ayne and Bowen Park on account of 
the steep, rocky nature of the country, and 
Mayne had been finally fixed upon as the point 
of junction with the Sandgate line. There was 
not the slightest doubt that the work would 
have to be done sooner or later, and it was 
particularly desirable that it should be done 
now, seeing that they were about to connect, not 
only with the southern colonies, but with the 
Inain coast line going up towards Gy1npie, 
Bundaberg, and Gladstone. It was necessary 
that as straight a direction as possible should be 
taken. As he had said before, every hon. mem
ber must approve of cal'l'ying the passenger 
station into the centre of the city. If that was 
conceded, they must be prepared to proceed 
further in order to get out again. They had 
heen bncking and filling a good de:tl in their 
rail way construction. Indeed, with regm·,] to 
some of their stations, they had been going 
backside foremost, as witness the stations at 
Ipswich and Toowoomba. He wished hon. 
members distinctly to understand that the 
present Government was no respecter of persons. 
Their object was not to benefit specially the 
Fortitude Valley people or anybody else, but to 
benefit the entire communitv for all time to 
come. Their rail ways would- not be for to-day 
or to-morrow, but for all time. Thev did 
not believe in putting down a railway 
to-day and pulling it up to-morrow, :<s had 
hitherto been the case. There was a place on 
the vV estern line called Mihi Creek where the 
line had to be taken up after having been laid 
clown at a large cost to the country, and replaced 
by a straight line. The present Government 
were not going to be guilty of any such suicidal 
acts as that. They were determined to go 
straight, and as straight as possible without 
fear or favour. 

Mr. BLACK : Very virtuous ! 

The JVII:NIS'r:ER FOH WORKS said the 
work now proposed was one of those which 
would have to be carried out some time or other, 
and every day it was left undone would add to 
its ultimate cost. \Vhen the present Government 
asked for a loan of £7,000,000 to carry out their 
railway policy, they decided that their lines 
~hould be permanent ones ; not put down to-clay 
and pulled up to-morrow for the mere purpose 
of increasing the value of someone's private 
property. The present Government had set its 
face against all that sort of thing. The hon. 
member for Port Curtis laughed, and he was 
glad to see him enjoying himself, but there was 
nothing particular to laugh at in what he (Mr. 
Miles) was saying. However, returning to the 
question before the Committee, it was proposed 
to construct the line with very little interference 
with private property. A great portion of the 
work would be done by tunnelling, and by the 
direction it would take it would interfere 
very little with the crossing of streets ; 
and the rights of private property were 
interfered with to a very limited extent. 
Hon. members would observe that it was pro· 
posed to lay a branch from that line down the 
Bulim ba road, though, of course, there was no 
provision made for that at present. It was 
marked in the plan just to show that the pro· 

posed line was a proper route to take for reach
ing that particular point. According to the 
report, immediately beyond the city station 
the line would he conveyed hy means of a 
tunnel 3G1\:; chains in length under the fol
lowing streets, namely :-Creek street, \Vick
ham terrace, \Vharf, Bowen, Raft', Boundary 
and \V arren streets. 'rhe line would then run in 
open cutting across Gotha, Gipps, and Bruns
wick streets, all of which would be crossed over 
by the railway. Gipps street would require to 
be raised G feet, and Brunswick street 2~ feet, 
for that purpose. The railway station would be 
placed between Brunswick and Constance streets, 
where provision would be m>tde for both passen
ger and goods traffic. There was no direction 
that the line would take which would interfere 
in the least with private property, and he was 
perfectly satisfied that if the pitssenger traffic was 
to be put upon a central site, that was the place it 
must come to. \Vhat was the result now? A 
great many persons travelling by the Sandgate 
line left the train at Bowen P<trk. In fact, the 
whole of the people whose places of business 
were at the lower end of Queen street or Petrie's 
Bight left at that place. They could hardly be 
expected to go on to the Rorna-street station, 
and then come back again. He thought, for that 
reason alone, it was necessary that the line should 
be extended through Fortitude Valley. ::\lore 
p'uticularly when the North Coast line was cmn
pleted, would it be absolutely necessary that that 
continuation should take place. The cost was 
put down at £174,000, and he was of opinion 
that it should be carried out, even if it cost 
£100,000 more, because it would be a line for all 
time to come. 

Mr. NORTO:N said in looking over the plans 
he c,mld not help feeling surprised that the hon. 
member should have brought them forward in their 
present form ; that was to say, after the decision 
given by the Committee last year ?e wonde:ed 
the hon. gentleman did not submit somethmg 
different. The only difference he saw between 
the plans now proposed am] those which were 
proposed before was that the line kept a little 
more to the right, instead of going into 
Bowen Park, and destroying the National 
Association's grounds there. ]'or his part 
he was of the same opinion he had been 
all along. He could not see what necessity 
there was for making two lines from here to 
Mayne, or to any other part of the North Coast 
line. It might be convenient for the people 
who used it to come into town a few minutes 
sooner, a.ncl be hrought nearer to their business 
places than at present. But he could not see 
that for the sake of that slight convenience 
they were under an obligation to carry out that 
line. He did not object to the line going through 
Fortitude Valley at all ; he was rather in favour 
of it, and had always been. The object of carrying 
the line in that direction should be to carry 
it to deep water, to enable persons to send 
produce by the main line to Brisbane direct to 
the water side. 'l'hat was a proposal that any
bodv could understand. The line should be 
extended to :Fortitude V alley, so that the 
advantages of being connected with the main 
Southern and \Vestern line would be conferred 
upon the people there to just the same extent as 
they were now conferred upon the people on tbe 
other side. He did not intend to say much upon 
the subject, because he believed it was the in ten· 
tion of an hon. gentleman on the other 3ide of 
the Committee to make some proposals differing 
from those which had been already brought 
forward. He had heard that that was the case. 
It was only a rumour; but he would like to hear 
what hon. members on the Government's own 
side had to say in connection with the matter 
before he spoke further on the subject. 
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The PREMIER said he would say a word or 
two in reference to the observations that fell 
from the hon. member. That hon. member said 
he had no objection to the railway towards 
Fortitude V alley. The proposed line was the 
only possible way to get to Fortitude V alley. 

Mr. NORTON: No! 
The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman did 

not suggest another. They knew that lately 
there had been a suggestion made to take it to 
Petrie's Bight. Perhaps that was what the hon. 
member was thinking of. He was once very much 
taken with that line, and took ~$Teat deal of pains 
to investigate the subject. .tie was quite con
vinced it could be made at the time but was told 
by the engineers that it could not. He presumed 
that that was the only other possible line. They 
could not go along the water courses ; they 
must go one side or the other. He was satis
fied then that that line could not be made, 
and he was satisfied now that the one before 
them was the only one that could he. He 
would tell the Committee the processes his 
mind had gone through in coming to that con
clusion. First of all he thought it was desirable 
to have a rail way station at Petrie's Bight in 
communication with the wharves. But there 
were two objections. One was that the space 
was not large enough for a rail wn,y station; as the 
whole available level land was not long enough 
to hold an ordinary-sized train. That was one 
objection. The other was that it would be im
possible to get there from the present railway 
station on account of the levels, and that would be 
apparent when he pointed ou~ a few facts in 
respect to the extension now propo,ed. It was 
proposed that the station should he in Ann 
street. For some time he thought that Adelaide 
street would be the best place. Two years ago, 
when the plans were being prepared, he was 
at the Education 0 ffice very often, and could 
not see any reason why there should not be a rail
way station on the site of theN ormal School. But 
on inquiry he found that-there was no possible 
mistake about it-if the station were put in 
Adelaide street, the level of the station would be 
above the first floor of the Normal School 
building, thirty feet above Adelaide street, 
and then the line would go from the station 
at the steepest incline possible with safety. 
They could not come into a terminal station on 
a steep incline. 

The HoN . .r. M. MACROSSAN : What was 
the gradient? 

The PREMIER: About 1 in 100, which he 
thought was quite steep enough for safety. The 
present section showed 1 in 150, and they had 
no right to come into a terminal station at a 
steeper gradient. The terminal station would 
extend to Creek street, and its level would 
be thirty feet above the level of Adelaide street ; 
and everyone knew that in the distance from 
there to Petrie's Bight they could not get 
down the thirty feet more, which was the 
difference of the levels. It was quite impossible. 
He had been very much surprised, because at first 
sight, when looking at the Roma street station, it 
seemed very mnch the same level as Queen street, 
but there was in fact thirty feet difference between 
the railway station and Adelaide street. They were 
therefore reduced to the proposed route or none. 
Of that he was quite ,•,atisfied. Another route 
suggested was to go from the present station 
through vVickham terrace into Victoria Park by 
means of a tunnel; but certainly it would not be 
worth while to save a quarter of a mile at the 
expense of a tunnel. The reason for making 
the proposed line was that it would pay. If it 
would not pay there was no justification for 
making it. 

Mr. DONALDSON: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER said he believed it would 
pay, and for this reason : What paid hest was 
suburban traffic. During the past few years, 
in Sydney, there were suburban trains every 
twenty minutes, and although rates were 
low they paid handsomely. The suburban 
traffic here was almost nothing to what it 
would be in consequence of the position of the 
railway station, which was too far away from 
the centre of the city. There never would be 
any suburban traffic until the line was brought 
into the centre of the city. If they were to have 
suburban traffic they must have a double 
line. The double line was now being laid 
from Ipswich to Brisbane. If the station 
were in the centre of the city, and they 
had a double line, he was quite satisfied that 
with the population along the line, which the 
railway would command, the traffic would be 
an extremely paying traffic. The line '':'mld 
also no doubt be a great advantage to Fortitude 
Valley. But that was only an incidental advan
tage. It would not be worth while to make 
a rail way to Fortitude V alley merely to enable the 
people there to come into the city by train, but 
the Committee h<1d to take into considera.tion the 
great number of people who came from Fortitude 
V alley and beyond, and who now stoppe~ at 
Bowen Park. Actually it was more convement 
to stop at a station two miles away than to come 
into town to the present station. In fact, the 
present position excluded suburban traffic .. T~e 
line must come into the centre of the 01ty m 
time, and no doubt the sooner they made it the 
chea]Jer they would get it. At the present time 
the line could be made more cheaply than at any 
future time, because the Yalue of property would 
increase, and the more disturbance they made in 
private property the more costly it would be. 
The line passed under the most valuable private 
property by a tunnel, and in going into ]'ortitude 
V allev it was arranged not to disturb any streets. 
Those were reasons why the line ought to he 
made and ought to be made now. Of course 
£175,000 would not be sufficient to construct the 
whole of the line. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: How much 
will it cost,? 

The PREMIER said he had not a precise 
estimate at present. 

Mr. NELSO~ : Half-a-million? 
The PREMIER said it would not he that. It 

was quite evident that the amount voted would 
not finish the whole line; but the propooal 
was to define what they were going to cl?. The 
Committee was asked now to sanctwn the 
route but the Government would not spend 
any {uore money than was voted. All they 
wanted at present was to go on with so much of 
the work as the money voted would cover. It 
was very desirable, before beginning. the first 
section, to know what they were gomg to do 
when they got to the end of the section. They 
could not' stop there, as it would only suit the 
Western traffic. When they came to work the 
trains on the Gym pie line, which would be before 
long-probably as so01_1 as that s~ction was complete 
-it would be very mconvgment to have that 
traffic goin" out the same way as the vVestern 
traffic· th: inconvenience of the central station 
would 'be intensified. He hoped that the line 
would meet with the general concurrence of hon. 
members, and that the Committee would reverse 
the decision given last session on imperfect 
know ledge and, to a great extent, t;nder 
the influence of the late member for Fort1tude 
Valley. He believed, on further co_nsidera
tion, that there was scarcely a d1fference 
of opinion amongst the inhabitants '?f the metro
polis as to the route. The only d1fference was 
that some looked for the route of Petrie's Bight, 
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But that was a route that was not possible. If 
it were possible he himself would like it, for it 
had been a favourite scheme of his. But it was 
impos,;ible, and it came to be this scheme or 
nothing. Every argument was in favour of the 
proposed route being adopteil. As to the expen
diture of money unauthorised, that was another 
matter altogether. The Government did not 
think themselves justified in spending money 
not appropriated. 

Mr. NORTON said it was quite possible to 
take the line to deep water and not go by Petrie's 
Bight. \Vhat was the use of taking the line out 
of the present station without getting to deep 
water, or of having two lines? The hon. the 
Pren1ier had spoken of passengers who got out at 
Bowen Park in coming from Sandgate. But did he 
mean to introduce the proposed line to compete 
with trams? Surely they did not intend to build 
it for that reason. He knew a gentleman who 
used to get out at Bowen Park simply because 
he wanted exercise, and preferred to walk in 
from there. That was a gentleman in the Lands 
Office. He was quite sure the saving in time in 
getting out at Bowen Park and coming by tram 
would be as nothing in coming in by the present 
route and going down town. He believfd that 
if they were to join the two lines at all they 
ought to be joined at a considerable distance 
further down His opinion was tl:at if the 
line was to be extended at all it would 
have to be extended through the V alley to serve 
the large population there, and to g·et to deep 
water. He had not been referring to Petrie's 
Bight when he referred to deep water, but to a 
point very much lower down the river. Now, 
with regard to the opinion of the hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley, who was now deceased
when the Valley line was brought before the Com
mittee last session, he was quite sure that gentle
man's opinions did influence members' votes, but 
it was not so much the opinions he held as the clear 
way he had expressed them, and the reasonable 
way he had represented them to the Committee. 
He believed that the substantial reasons that hon. 
member then gave for not carrying out thB line 
on the proposed route were just as substantial 
now, and before he said any more 'm that point 
he should like to hear what the Minster for 
\Vorks had to sav on the matter. The extension 
of the railway into the city had been pleaded for 
by the people for years, and it would have to 
come sooner or later, the only question being as 
to the route it should tttke. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he agreed with the 
hon. member that the reasons previously given 
for not carrying out the construction of the 
Valley railway along the proposed route were as 
good and substantial now as ever. The Govern
ment had gone through the form of promising 
the railway once or twice simply to delude the 
resiilents of the locality, because, if they chose to 
make it a party question, it would be carried. 
As it was, a supporter on the other side was 
going to propose an amendment to carry the line 
seventeen chains to Adelaide street, instead of 
two miles seventeen chains ; and that amend
ment would be carried. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was 
rather doubtful when he heard the speech of the 
Minister for \Vorks whether the Government 
were really in earnest, but he had no doubt 
after hearing the Premier that they were not in 
earnest. That hon. gentleman said the line was 
to be a suburban line, and that it was to join the 
Sandgate line. There was certainly a steep grade 
between the Bowen Hills station and the Exhi
bition, but not one which it was impossible to 
overcome. As far as joining at l\1ayne, that was 
right, supposing that it was to join the Sandgate 

line somewhere. But what was the use of 
making a suburban line to join the Sandgate 
line at all? 

The PREMIER: It will bring the traffic from 
the Sandgate line to the city. 

The Ho~ .• J. M. MACROSSAN said that if 
every individual living in Sandgate and along 
the ·line came in by the proposed line it would 
not pay. The hon. gentleman said he had not 
gone into a calculation of the cost, neither had 
he gone into a calculation as to the profits. 

Mr. NORTOJ'\ : Or the losses. 

The Ho:-: .• J. l\L lVIACROSSAN said he mtJRt 
do both, because the cost mmt be cledncted from 
the receipts before it was possible to arrive at 
the profits or the losses. The cost wnulil be too 
great for the gain to be derived from the line. 
He would like to be able to vote fol' a line 
through the Valley which would he of advantage 
as a suburban line to the V alley, and also some 
distance further-that waq, a line connecting the 
main line with deep water. He believed that 
such a line would ultimately pay as traffic in
creased, as a suburban line; but the proposed 
line, even if it got increased traffic, would take it 
from the Sandgate line. He hopeil the Minister 
for \Vorks would withdraw the motion and bring 
in a submban line for the Valley, taking it to 
deep water where it would serve for shipping 
purposes at the same time. Such a motion would 
be passed unanimously; and the construction of 
such a. line would not necessitate the adoption of 
the scheme the hon. gentleman said was impracti 
cable, because ileep water was to be found lower 
clown, at Bulimba. 

The PREYIIER said that when he spoke 
previously he did not refer merely to passengers 
from Sandgate, but to passengers who \vould 
be carried by the suburban line. There 
were a great many suburbs between Bris
bane and Sandgate, and they were rapidly 
e>-teniling; and very few of the people residing 
in those suburbs used the line. A g-reat many 
of them said it was most inconvenient for them. 
He had never been to any place between Bris
bane and Sandgate by train, and he did not 
think he ever w~nld, as he could go more easily 
some other way. 

An Ho~OURABLE MEliiBER: It isquickerto walk. 
The PRKYUER said he believed it was. The 

proposed line was nece;,sary to give direct com
munication between the city and the North 
Coast Rail way, and also between the city and deep 
water through the Valley. As to the cost, even 
if it cost £300,000 altogether, he believed it would 
yield a handsome return, and that there would 
be a profit after paying working expenses and 
interest. The hon. member did not seem to have 
much information as to the nature of suburban 
traffic. He thought the Sandgate line was never 
going to pay, but it had paid remarkably well. 
Suhurban lines always paid well. Those round 
Melbourne paid well, and though the population 
of that city was much greater tban that of Bris
bane, their success was not owing to the fact of 
each line being used by the whole population. 
The line from Melbourne to Sandridge, for 
instance, was a suburban line accommodating the 
locality through which it passed, and affording 
facilities for shipping. And the line propose'! to 
be taken through the V alley would be one of the 
same character. 

The Ho:-: . • T. M. MACROSSAN said that the 
Premier, in hi.s argument in favour of the b1 anch 
line which the Minister for \Vorks had asked 
them to consent to that clay, stated that the 
Sanclgate line, which he (Mr. Macrossan) 
had prognosticate<;! would not pay, had paid 
remarkably well under the circumstances. He 
must aclniit that it had paid very well indeed, 
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and he did not think it could have paid 
much better under any circumstances. If 
the hon. gentleman compared the takings on 
the Sandgate line with the takings on the 
branch between Brisbane and Oxley, he would 
find that the takings _on the Sandgate line 
were larger than the takings on that line, which 
had been constructed for a very long time, and 
on which there was a very fair-sized town
Toowong. Now, the takings at the Toowong 
station for the last year, in ronnd numbers, leaY
ing out the odd pounds, shillings, and pence, 
were £1,600; while the takings at one station on 
the Sandgate line- certainly the best outside 
Sandgate-was £1,400. That was at the Albion. 
Tbe Albion was a place that bad sprung into 
existence since the Sandgate line was built; 
and Toowong had been twice as long in exi::;tence. 
'rhe S:mdgate line, he thought, had paid remark
ably well-much better than the older branch; 
but when thRy came to compare the actual cost 
of the Sandgate line with the expected cost 
of the line they would see that it was the 
cost which very greatly prevented it from paying. 
Had that line been made at anything like a 
reasonable cost it would be paying probably 
7 or 8 per cent. beyond the working expenses, 
whereas it did not pay more than 4 per cent. 
beyond the working expenses. The cost of the 
Sandgate line had been £10,000 per mile, and 
they certainly never expected it would cost more 
than £5,000 or £6,000 per mile, and the esti
mated cost was £4,000. Instead of it costing 
£5,000 or £G,OOO, it had cost £10,000 per 
mile. Now, when they compared the total 
cost of the Sandgate line-£114,000 in round 
numbers, at £10,000 a mile-with the amount 
which it was estimated the two miles of 
the extension under consideration was going 
to cost, they might see at once that those two 
miles of suburban line would-he would not say 
would never pay-but would not pay within the 
lifetime, be thought, of any member of the Com
mittee. They were going to construct those two 
miles, not at a cost of £10,0CO per mile, which the 
::landgate line had cost, bnt at a co't of at least 
£150,000 per mile. There were only twD miles to 
construct beyond the terminal station, and if 
they left the expense of tbe terminal station out 
he would be bound that the cost of construction 
with the cost of the resumption of the land would 
ap10unt to £300,000. That would be £150,000 
per mile for the two miles, and how c•mld they 
expect it wonld pay with a pas,en.qer traffic 
alone? The only chance they had of making it 
pay was to bring it to deep water, when they 
would have a goods traffic as well as a 
passenger traffic. If they had a large goods 
traffic, such as they mig-ht eXJJect to have 
with a branch connecting the whole of the 
Southern and Western, the North Coast system, 
and the Southern Border system with' deep 
water, they might expect some returns for it. 
·with the proposal of the Government he could 
not see what returns they could expect beyond 
the returns they already had from the Sandgate 
line. If they lo,Jked at the plans as laid on the 
table of the House, with the exception of the 
Htation which was going- to be Inade in the 
V"lley, near Brunswick street, there was no 
other station from which there could be any 
remuneration, and if that Btation brought in ttny 
remuneration whatever it would be taken from 
the other line. They were asked to make a 
branch line to compete with a line they alrt·\~dy 
had, and to make it at a cost per mile beyond the 
whole cost of the Sand gate line ; and yet the hon. 
gentleman thought it would pay. His faith 
mtmt be very great indeed; it must be sufficient 
to move mountains; but he did not think the 
hnn. gentleman coultl make any membet· of the 
Committee believe it. 

1\Ir. McMASTER said that in the earlier part 
of the eYening he was glad to hear the hon. 
m ern ber for Townsville admit that it was desir
able that some measure of justice should be 
given to }'ortitude Valley, and that he would be 
willing to support some measure of justice of 
that kind. He was pleased to hear that, as he 
believed the hon. member was in earnest about 
it if the line was taken by what he thought the 
proper route. It was most unfortunate for the 
V alley that the line had been called the '' V alley 
line" at all. He understood that the line, so far 
as it was asked to be constructed now, was part 
of the main trnnk line, connecting the Southern 
and ·western line and the K orth Coast line. 
He thought the Government brought that line 
in amongst other railways when they came 
into offic0, believing that it was desirable to 
extend the line from the present station at North 
Brisbane into the centre of the city. If it was 
desirable to do that-and he held it was-then, 
as a matter of economy, notwithstanding the 
amount the hon. member for Townsville said those 
two miles would cost-as a matter of economy it 
would have to go on. The leader of the Opposi
tion smiled at that, but he said that the co•t of 
backing nut and shunting towards Milton to 
get on to the Northern line would run away with 
a good deal of the money in ten years. He 
took it that that line was to connect the two 
trunk lines. He would remind hon. members 
on the other side that the Government had 
shown on the plan that it was desirable 
some day-as soon as the House considered it 
desirable to do so-to connect that line with the 
branch line to deep water ; and he thought the 
time was not far distant when it would he neces
sary to connect their main trunk lines with deep 
water, and to push on with the extension of the 
line to deep water at once. He believed before 
the Gympie line was completed, and before the 
line umlei' discussion was completed-before it 
went through Fortitude V alley-there wonld 
be sufficient trade to justify the Government 
in considering whether it would not be desirable 
to run a branch line to the deep-water reach of 
the river. The Government had at all events 
admitted on the plan that they belie;-ed it would 
be necessary to do it, and he considered that the 
time was not far di,tant when the nece,sity 
would arise. J3nt if the trade was not there to 
necessitate a branch line being at once taken to 
deep water, was that any reason why the main 
line should not be taken there and connected 
with the :!'\ orthern line? He questioned if the 
proposed line was going to do the people of For
titude Valley so much good as hon. members 
thought. It was going to do them good in this 
respect-that it would bring then1 within easy 
communication with the North, South, and 
vV est line9 ; and he considered the position 
chosen for the station was as central, and as 
easily accessible a position, as any they could find 
in :b'ortitude V alley. It had been stated earlier 
in the evening that the line should go by 
Petrie's Bight, and thence on to Bnlimba 
and deep water. He hoped to live to see 
the day when the line would go down 
the bank of" the river towa.rds the Hamilton. 
He believed it would be wanted some day, but 
it was not required yet. The Chief Secretary 
had shown that it wa:s impossible to construct 
the line to Petrie's Bight, and get an outlet to 
the main stations already in existence. There 
was no part of ]'ortitude Valley through which 
the railway could be taken so as to injure less 
property than that provosed in the plans. He 
knew every street and loccclity in the V alley, 
and he knPW that was the case. The proposed 
station in Brunswick street was rtccessiblc from 
New Farm hy the tmrn, which would come 
within less than lOO y~trds of it; it was accessible 
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from the other side by tram and omnibus ; it was 
accessible from what was known as Kingsholme 
or Teneriffe by omnibuses coming down James 
street ; so that from any portion of the eastern 
part of the V alley district the station could be 
reached for 3d. It was not so with the present 
station; it, was cheaper at present to go to 
Sandgate and back by hired tra]J than by 
railway, taking into account the expense of 
going to the railway and back, and the railway 
charges. The proposed station was more central 
and more easy to come at than any other place 
proposed in the V alley. The people in the V alley 
were perfectly satisfied to accept the line which 
the Government had thought most suitable. 
None of them had asked for any particular route, 
with the exception of some persons who had land 
for sale, aud wanted the line to go through their 
property, so that they might dispose of it at a 
high figure. Those persons wanted to take the 
railway through Petrie's Bight, and through a 
tunnel that would not come out in Fortitude 
Valley till it was beyond where the people were 
living. It was to come out in J ane street, which 
was beyond the Valley altogether. ·who was 
going to walk down from Bowen terra~e or from 
Brunswick street to J ane street, to go m to town 
by candle-light? There would be a tunnel all 
the way, except for a small portion of Petrie's 
Bight. The tunnel at present proposed was 
only a short one, and came out exactly i11 the 
centre of population. He was quite certain that 
if that railway was not carried now-he hoped 
it would be-it would be carried some day. 
Whether the present Government carried it or 
not, some Government would carry it. He 
might say that he thought the present plan a 
gre:tt improvement on the plan shown last year; 
it avoided the park and took a better route, to 
his mind. The line was a necessity if the railway 
was to be worked properly. As the Minister for 
Works had put it, almost every station in the 
southern portion of the colony had been left out
side the city. In Warwick you had to tr;:;-vel 
half-a-mile from the railway station to the city ; 
at Toowoomba you were kept shunting back· 
wards and forwards; at Ipswich the Govern
ment had had to remove the station so as to 
make a straight line ; and Brisbane was no ex
ce]Jtion-as the station was left outside the city. 
It was necessary that the station should be 
brought into the centre of the .city ; he 
did not object to that, but he objected to 
its being brought in and left there, and the 
V alley left out in the cold. He thought the 
plan ought to commend itself. to any person who 
was anxious to see the two rail ways constructed. 
He hoped some day to see ships lying on the 
reach lower down the river, so that goods for 
Gym pie, or the other townships that might spring 
up between here and there, could be taken from 
the ship's side and sent up, without the necessity 
of their being brought round Victoria Park into 
the town and then taken back, making a double 
journey which was charged at per mile. He 
hoped the train would be able to go into Bulimba, 
if that was where the branch would be, and thus 
the goods could be taken straight on to the 
Gym pie line. He thought that would c~mmend 
itself to every hon. member of the Committee. 

Mr. KELLETT said he thought one of the 
principal objections to the line which was pro
posed was that the money voted by the House 
was not sufficient for making the line. The 
amount voted was £175,000, and the Chief Secre
tary, to whom they might give credit for having 
found out something like the probable cost, 
estimated it at £300,000 ; but he was afraid 
that would fall short of the amount. He thought 
that if they decided to extend the line in a cer
tain direction it would be ad visahle to propose 
to extend it only so far as their money would 

make it. Anyone looking at the map on the 
table would see that those lines to the Valley ran 
parallel ; he did not think it was a mile from one 
to the other. All the arguments they had heard 
treated the line as a passenger line. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: No! 

Mr. KELLETT said he had not heard of any
thing else, and so far as he could see there would 
be nothing but passenger traffic; but he was 
afraid that a great number of the passengers who 
would travel by the proposed line would be those 
who might have travelled by the other. He always 
considered, at the time the Sandgate line was 
being built, that of the three surveys they took 
the worst; and he thought that a good many 
people who were not so strongly of his opinion 
then had come round to it now. It was taken 
through Victoria Park, where there was no 
settlement. and so far as he could understand, it 
was taken· that way to prove the words made 
use of by the Ministers of the day, t~at a ~and
gate railway would not pay. But m spite of 
its being taken to an outside place, suburban 
buildings had grown up to such an extent t~at he 
believed it was now about as profitable a !me as 
anv in the whole railway system. If they were 
to "put another railway beside that, the Govern
ment should be in a position to propound their 
scheme. They knew how other deviations had 
been made. A railway through Ipswich, many 
years ago, was taken by a very circuitous route. He 
believed at that time railways were made chiefly 
for the compensation granted to certain persons. 
Then it was found that certain persons wanted 
compensation in another direction, so that rail way 
was pulled up and taken by another route. 
Thmwh there was a good deal of money expended 
over t"hat, he believed the line wa• finally_put i;n 
its proper place. If the Government. m thlS 
case were dissatisfied with the present !me, and 
proposed to pull it up and make a direct line, there 
might be somPthing in it, and perhaps they would 
be justified in ciJending the money it was likely to 
cost. The hon. member for Fortitude V alley men
tioned the idea of a branch to the Bulimba reach. 
Of course, he (Mr. Kellett) was satisfied it wa~only 
a question of time when there mt!st be a railway 
to the Bulimba reach, because It wa• a grand 
shipping place ; but he was snre the hon. member 
would be more likely to see a branch constructed 
from Bowen Hills, or thereabouts, to Bu!imba 
than if the present scheme were carried out. 
There was not enough money to complete the 
scheme and the consequence would be that 
the lin~ would stop when it reached the proposed 
junction at .Mayne. H had been acknowledged 
for some time that it was advisable that the 
present terminus should be extended to the centre 
of the town and as the first section of the pro
posed line ~ould be to the proposed new central 
station he thought it well that it should stop 
there, 'and it could be found out afterwards 
whether it was advisable to go any further. The 
Premier had mentioned that for many years 
it had been a hobby of ~is that the _n;ain .line 
should be carried to the n ver at Pet ne s Bight, 
but upon inquiry he found that that could not 
be. Well, he (.Mr. Kellett) understood that to 
the effect that there would have to be a gradwnt 
of 1 in GO and he did not think there would be 
any diffic~lty in making a short line with such a 
gradient. 

The PREMIEH : It is steeper than that. 
Mr. KELLETT said that was a matter of 

opinion. He had made inquiries and thoug~t he 
was not far wrong. Though he believed Buhmba 
would be a great shipping centre in the future, 
he went so far as to say that, even at the cost of a 
little more monev the railway should first be con
structed to the \Vharves at Petrie's Bight. Large 
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businesses had been established in the town, and 
wharves built on both sides of the river, and he 
thought it would be a great injustice to the 
citizen> of Brisbane, to the commercial men of 
Briobane, to those who had estal>lished large 
businesses, even if the V alley route were ever 
so tnuch easier and less expensive, to run 
quite vast them, leaving their wharves alone, 
and attempt to establish a new wharfage 
system at Bulirnba. He might say that he 
happened to have a big interest just along 
the Bnlimba reach, but he had none at all 
in the city, and it would be gren,tly to his 
advantage if a line of railway were to run to 
Bulimba ; but he said it would be unjust, after 
the hundreds cf thousands of pounds that had 
been spent in wharfage in the centre of the city, 
to run right past it and ignore entirely those 
who had built up the commercial interest., of the 
metropolis. That should be taken into considera
tion, and they should be very careful and find 
out whether they could not get to the river in 
some way or other before they gave countenance 
to the proposed scheme. When the transcon
tinental railway was proposed one of the argu· 
ments brought against it was that they had 
initiated a system of railways running from the 
several coast towns, and going westward to the 
centre of the colony; and that it wcmld be a 
great injustice to the different town,, and centres 
of population to take a re~ilway a.t the back of 
them and run it out to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
That was one of the strongest arguments used 
against the transcontinental railway route, and 
the same argument held good in the prf•,;ent case
that it would do wrong to the commercial popula
tion of the city of Brisbane, centred round about 
the wharves, to take a railway pa't the river 
out to some further place and establish in the 
distance a new centre. That proposal would be 
right enough when the city grew larger. He 
admitted that Fortitude Valley was a large, 
important, and rising place, but at the same time 
if the railway was carried through it, and if it 
waR extended within twelve months to Bulimba, 
it would be many years before the wharves 
which would be constructed would be utilised. 
The merchants and tradespeople were established 
in the city, and he must remind hon. member.; 
that the new wharves and new interests of 
Hulimba must be established by new people, and 
that must necessarily take a long time. For the 
benefit of the people of Brisbane and for the 
benefit of the people of Fortitude V alley, he pro
posed to move an amendment. He said, for the 
benefit of the people of the V alley, because to 
the central "tation in Brisbane from the centre 
of the V alley would be a shorter distance than 
from Queen street to Homa street. The V alley 
people would be in a better position with the 
central station right in the town than the people 
of Queen street now were, so that he thou,,ht the 
V alley people would derive just as much be~efit as 
the people of any other district round Brisbane. 
He was sorry to have to differ from the hon. 
member for :Fortitude Valley, but he was, he 
believed, speaking in the intereRts of the V alley 
people. Half-a-loaf was better than no bread 
and he thought, therefore, the senior member fo; 
Fortitude V alley ought to be very glad to see an 
amendment moved which had some chance of 
being carried, because of this he was convinced : 
that the motion, as it stood, would not be 
carried. He had, therefore, much pleasure in 
moving the omission of all the words in the 
first paragraph after the word " station " on the 
2nd line, with a view of inserting th~ words 
"to the central station, Creek street." 

The PREMIER said he was sure the 
merchants and wharf-owners of Brisbane would 
be very much obliged to the hon. member for 
~t.tnley for the intere:;t he took in their welfare, 

but he (the Premier) was one of the members 
for North Brisbane, and he had never heard that 
they felt any alarm about the proposed extension 
of the railway through Fortitude V alley for the 
benefit of the general public. He did not think 
their interests would suffer, and if they did that 
was not a sufficient reason for not n1aldng a line 
which would be beneficial to the entire com
munity. It had been said that the line was 
only ad vacated as a line for passengers. He 
advocated the line as a line that would pay. 
It would not only pay immediately in conse
quence of the enormous increase of suburban 
traffic, but it would ]Jay because it would give 
means of nccess to deep water. There was no 
other route that could be constructed which would 
pay. But the fact that it was a line for the 
metropolis was a very good reason why some 
hon. members should vote against it. He did not 
use the argument, as some did, that the expen
diture of money should be made in proportion to 
population. If he did it would be easy to arlduce 
overwhelming reasons why that line should be 
made. He wished the line to be considered on 
its merits, and on nothing else, and he was sorry 
to see indications that it was not going to be con
sidered on its merits. To bring the line into the 
centre of the city and leave it there would be a 
great convenience to people coming in by train 
from the vV est ; but it would be no convenience 
whatever to people coming in from the North 
or the East. It was said the proposed line 
would compete with the existing line as far as 
Mayne. Of course it would ; but that line was 
in the wrong place. If that line had been 
in the right place it would not have been 
necessary to propose the one now before the 
Committee. It was the competition of a line 
running through Victoria Park with a line 
running through the most thickly populated part 
of the city. It was not perhaps of much use 
talking very much more about it. Hon. members 
were tolerably familhtr with the locality, and 
they knew that it was intended to go on with the 
Northern Coast line, which he believed would be 
one of the best paying lines in the colony when it 
was finighed. If the line was taken to Adelaide 
street, it must most certainly be carried further. 
The entire line as proposed could not be made at 
once, because the money it would cost had not 
been voted, and the Government would not spend 
money on that or any other line without the 
sanction of Padiament. Should they affirm that 
that was the proper route, that was the ques
tion? They had just as much information 
to go upon now as they would ever have, 
and for his own part he should be much dis
appointed if the Committee did not affirm that 
that was the vroper route to take, instead of 
insisting that the line should run into and-de-sac 
in the centre of the city. 

Mr. NOR TON said it appeared to him, not
withstanding the remark of the Premier to the 
contrary, that the question was really being de
cided on its merits. As the motion was being 
opposed by the hon. gentleman's own followers, 
there was no reason to suppose that they were 
animated by improper motives. The opposition 
to the line now, as on the former occasion, was 
raised solely because the Committee disapproved 
of it. For his own part he should refuse to regard 
the rail way policy of the colony as in any wa.y a 
party question; the subject was one of too vast 
importance to be treated from a party point of 
view. At the same time, if a majority of the 
Committee, consisting of members on both sides, 
voted entirely in accordance with their own 
opinionf! on the question, he failed to see how 
the charge could be brought against them that 
they were not voting for the line on its merits. 
He at any mte helieved they were, both from 
wlmt he had seen in the Committee and hmtrd 
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outside. The amendment of the hon. member 
for Stanley seemed to him to be a. reasonable one 
to be made, and if it was accepted it would make 
no difference as to the route the line would ulti· 
ma~ely take. Th~ :'ext Parliament would surely 
be m a better pos1t10n than they were to decide 
which way tho line ought to go, and their hands 
would not be bound by any action-which micrht 
turn out to be injudicious action-of the pres~nt 
Parliament. He was glad the amendment had 
been moved, and he intended to vote for it; and 
he supposed other hon. members would have the 
same freedom to follow their own judgment upon 
it as he claimed for himself. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said a great many 
remarks had been made as to the inconvenient 
site of the existing rail way terminus. In his 
opinion it was in a very convenient position. It 
waH not three-quarters of a mile from the post
office, nor half-a-mile from the town hall. He 
had never seen a central station in the middle of 
a city in any part of the world, and he had 
travelled about a good deal m his time. The 
terminus was in a very fair situation, both for 
North Brisbane, South Brisbane, and Fortitude 
V alley. The Chief Secretary said that although 
he was a representative of North Brisbane, 
his constituents had not found fault with 
the proposed railway through ]'ortitude Valley. 
He (Mr. Lumley Hill) was one of the 
hon. gentleman's constituents, and he held 
that the members for both North Brisbane and 
South Brisbane would be neglecting their duties 
towards their constituents if they allowed the 
trade of the place to be attempted to be filched 
away in that manner. It was not as if wharfage 
accommodation at North and South Brisbane was 
insufficient for the trade of the port. There was 
enough wharfage accommodation for years to 
come ; and he trusted that the Chairman, as the 
representative of his interests in South Brisbane, 
would recognise the force of his argument. He 
was interested personally in the welfare and pros
perity of the whole of the metropolis, and he 
could see plainly the good which the expenditure 
of so large an amount of money would do. The 
Chief Secretary had estimated the total cost of 
the proposed line at £300,000. He had heard 
it estimated by good authorities at £500,000. 
'Split the difference, and say they were going 
to spend £400,000 on a line to compete with 
the tram-line and the existing railway line. 
It must compete with one or the other, and he 
could not see why this other line ehould be laid 
down at a cost to the whole ·community of 
£400,000. \Vhat, on the face of the earth, was 
the good of it to anybody except the people in 
the immediate vicinity ? It would be precious 
little use to them, as everybody could not have a 
railway to his back door. What did it matter 
where a man's goods came in, unless they took the 
line right down to the wharves, whether he 
carted them one mile or half-a-mile ? The 
rail way station was in a very good place where 
it was, and he should be well content to see 
it remain there. Certainly the amendment of 
the hon. member for Stanley was very much 
better than the proposal of the Government, 
because he did not believe it would cost such a 
very extreme sum of money, and it would be 
nearer the heart of the city. For hi,; own part he 
would endeavour to point out to the representa
tives of the metropolis that that £400,000 would 
construct 100 miles of railway in the interior
anywhere-not only in the West, but in the 
Logan, or Laidley Creek, or anywhere else. The 
Government might run it up any gully they liked, 
he did not care where; but they would find that the 
additional trade it would bring in would be of far 
greater value to the citizens of this fair city, in 
whose interests he spoke, than running a line 
between the existing tram-line a,nd the existing 

railway line, and which would not do, so far as 
he could see, any particle of good to the com
munity beyond those people whose doors it ran 
past, or whose land was resumed. He would 
rather take one-fourth of the amount-£100,000 
-and throw it away in the Valley at once to 
save the otber £300,000-give_ it to the 
people to stop their mouths. It was a poli
tical railway, and was brought up upon 
every occasion. Every representative, at every 
election which took place in the V alley, had 
to go in bald-headed for the Valley railway, 
and the Government of tbe day had to say that 
they would back him up in doing it. He did not 
care what Government it was-the present one, 
or one from the other side. They all said, " \V e 
will give you your railway, or at least do the best 
we can." He hoped that such a political job 
would never go throug'h the Committee. Let 
the V alley people wait until the present wharves 
were crowded out in Brisbane, and then they 
might hope to get their railway. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the hem. 
gentleman had just made one of the most extra
ordinary speeches he had ever listened to. But 
he rose to refer to the speech made by the bon. 
member for Stanley, JYir. Kellett, who main
tained that it was unfair to carry the line through 
the Valley and down to the Bulimba Reach, 
because they would be taking away the trade 
from the wharves at Petrie's Bight. The hon. 
gentleman could not have known what he was 
talking about when he moved bis amendment, 
because it was utterly impossible to get down 
from the station which was now proposed as a 
passenger station at the fire brigade station. 
If any hon. gentleman would go and stand up 
there, he would •ee that it would be impossible 
to go down to Petrie's Bigbt on an ordinary 
gradient. 

Mr. STEVEKSON: He is not asking you to 
take it there, 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: That is not tha 
amendment. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said if the 
amendment of the hon. member for Stanley were 
carried they would be pursuing the same course 
they had hitherto pursued, and when the train 
came into the central st.ation it would have to back 
out again, and go away round by Bowen Park. It 
was exactly the same principle that had been 
acted upon throughout simply from interested 
motives, and for the purpose 0£ benefiting some 
particular people. The phtn proposed by the 
Government was a direct line, and they hoped 
to haYe trains running from the southern colo
nies direct to Brisbane, and from Brisbane up 
along the North Coast line. He hoped the hon. 
member would take a common-sense view of the 
matter. \Vhat was all the outcry about a few 
hundred thousand pounds? They had got a big 
country, and a country of which they could not 
exhaust the resources, and yet some hon. members 
cried out about a few hundred thousand pounds 
being spent upon their main line. Nobody but 
a lunatic would do such a thing. He main
tained that the line proposed by the Government 
was a proper one, and one that ought to be 
carried, and if it was not carried out now it 
would be before very lclng. There was no better line 
possible for getting to deep water in the Bulimba 
reach than the one proposed. He wished hon. 
members would get rid of those pettifogging 
arrangen1ents, and go in for a little comn1on 
sense, and carry the line out in the direction pro
posed by the Government, which would not only 
benefit the metropolis, but would benefit the colony 
as a whole. He asked hon. members to look at 
the folly of carrying a rail way into the centre of 
the city, that they could not connect with the 
Northern line without having to back out and 
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go round Bowen Park. He was ~ure that any
one travelling in the colony could not fail to see 
the blunder that had been made, particularly 
with regard to the Southern and \V estern line. 
He was, however, convinced that there had not 
been the same jobbery in the North; but lineR in 
the South had been built in the interest of 
private individuals, and not in the interest of the 
country. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: And now you are 
going to build another? 

The MINISTER :B'OR WORKS said he 
wondered what hon. members were laughing at. 
He could see his way very clearly as to which 
direction the line should take. In the interests 
of the country he hoped that the Government 
would be able to carry out the line as proposed 
by them. Why should hon. members hesitate in 
voting the money ? The thing was clearly put 
before them, and he trusted the Committee would 
not stultify itself by Yoting for the amendment 
of the hon. member for Stanley. 

Mr. S. \V. BROOKS said he thought he ought 
to say haf-a-dozen words upon the question. 
He hoped the Committee would vote straight 
against the amendment propnsed by the hon. 
member for Stanley. He thought they ought 
to do so, and he trusted that the proposal 
of tne Government would commend itself to 
the common sense of the whole community. 
There could be no two opinions about it that 
they had a reasonable proposal, and one that ought 
to be supported. He was surprised to hear from 
his side of the Committee an amendment, which 
practically upset the whole scheme. Before he 
went any further he must protest against 
this being called a Valley railway. That 
was a very unfair use to make of the V alley. 
If any hon. member would look at the 
map and plans, and measure the proposed ex
tension, he would find that only one-fifth of 
the line passed through the V alley-the other 
four-fifths of it belonged to other electorates. 
He hoped the Committee would vote against 
the amendment of the hon. member for Stanley. 
Supporters of the Government were bound to 
support it on the ground suggested by the 
Minister for \Vorks. In 1884 they voted for 
certain loan proposals. One of them was for an 
extension of the mil way to the city and to Forti
tude Valley, and £175,000 was voted for that pur
pose, and now they were asked by the amendment 
to vote af{ainst that. They were simply to vote 
for bringing the line into the city of Bris
bane, and thereby to stultify themselves, 
as the Minister for Works put it, and put it 
correctly, by wiping out or trying to squelch the 
former vote. He therefore counted on the 
whole of the votes of the Government party on his 
side of the Committee in support of the proposals 
of the Government. He did not see how any 
member on that side of the Committee could vote 
in any other way without stultifying himself. He 
looked to the other side of the Committee to vote 
for the proposal, and when he looked upon those 
hem. members, and gauged their intelligence 
and general gentlemanliness, he could not see 
how they could vote against it. And for 
this reason, that they had now a fine opportu
nity offered them for making an atonement 
for an evil committed not long ago. It was 
generally admitted that the Sandgate Railway 
had not been taken in a proper direction. He 
could speak coolly on that matter, for he was not 
in the colony at that time. He could look at it 
without any prejudice, and he felt, as thousands 
of others felt, that that line was constructed 
in the wrong place, and that an injustice was done 
to Fortitude V alley and certain parts of Enoggera. 
Hon. members opposite who were chiefly respon
sible for that had an opportm<ity of making 

an atonement for the wrong then committed. 
He hoped they would take advantage of it-it 
was a rare chance for them-and vote for the 
Government proposal, and rectify the inju•tice 
to which some of them were parties when the 
Samlgate Rail way was constructed. Looking at it 
in that light, they were s;tfe and sure of arriving 
at a good majority in favonr of the Government 
proposal. The Government supporters could 
not vote against it, justly and honourably; and 
the members on the other side had an oppor
tunity of doing good to themselves, and a f>1r 
greater good to the city of Brisbane and :Forti
tude Valley. It h>tcl been asserted again and 
again, and it could not be too often reasserted, 
that this was a thing that must be done. They 
could not get away from it. That connection 
must be made some day or other, and when 
would they have a finer opportunity? As to 
the resumption of land reqnired, they would 
get it now at a far better rate than in five 
years' time. They were in a far better 
position for carrying on the work as now sup
ported by the Government-to carry it on a 
certain way for £175,000. He had no idea that 
it would be finished for that sum ; but suppose it 
needed another £12!5,000, that was a mere trifle. 
The hon. member for Cook had given a capital 
reason why he should vote against the scheme, 
but he would like to ask that hon. gentleman 
and the hon. member for Stanley whether they 
had a ghost of an idea of confining the trade of 
Brisbane to the present wharfages of North and 
South Brisbane? Was that Bulimba reach to lie 
for ever unused? 

JHr. LUMLEY HILL: There is plenty uf 
time to go there. 

Mr. S. W. BROOKS: Ought they not to aim 
at that-so grand a spot for wharves-now, before 
the country got more fully settled? They could 
do it now more cheaply. Let them learn wisdom 
from the mistakes made in the southern colonies 
-in Sydney and Melbourne-and avoid thPm. 
Let them lay out their plans on a grand national 
basis! 

The MINISTER 11'0R WORKS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. S. IV. BROOKS said he did not want 
hon. members to look upon Fortitude V alley 
alone. Perhaps it did affect them in the Valley 
to a considerable extent ; but he wanted 
them to look at the proposed scheme as a 
grand necessary connecting link between the 
Southern and \Vestern Railways and the 
Northern system of railways. It must come. No 
opposition to the proposal could stop that, and 
hon. members would show wisdom, and ability 
to comprehend something national, great and 
grand, by voting against the! amendment of the 
hon. member for Stanley, and in favour of the 
Government proposal. He did not know that 
he need say more on the matter. Reference had 
been made to the previous vote on the question. 
He w>1s not in the House then, but he had read 
the debate, and he thought-he might be wrong 
-but his idea was that that matter had not been 
settled on its merits, but simply because the then 
representatives of Fortitude V alley were divided
not of one mind. The Committee took advantage 
of that fact. They said "c\V e are willing : we 
think it right that this Valley railway should be 
built, but the representatives do not seem to be 
of the same mind ; they are divided as tu where 
it shrmld go: therefore we won't Jet them have it 
at all." That was his notion. It was not so now. 
The representatives of Fortitude Valley were of 
one mind on that question. They moved 
together there unmistakably, and hem. members 
would show they had some real good sound 
common sense by voting with the Government 
on the matter. 
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Mr. STEVENSON said he had no objec
tion to vote for the V alley rail way if he 
had heard any good reasons for doing so. He 
had waited patiently ; he had heard two 
Ministers and the two members for Fortitude 
V alley speak, but he had not yet heard one 
reason why they should construct the proposed 
rail way. They were asked to take a leap in the 
dark. The Premier told them it wonld ]my, but 
when he was asked what it would P-ost he had no 
more ic:lea than the" man in the moon." He first 
told them £17fi,OOO, and the next time he spoke he 
told them he did not think it would cost £300,000. 
How did he know? He (Mr. Stevenson) did not 
believe the Ministers were serious, or that they 
cared a sing·le farthing if the railway was 
chucked out. If they had been serious they 
would have had the whole of the figures before 
the Committee. He did not see how the 
GoYermnent could ask the Committee to pass 
the resolution that night without haYing some 
facts before them. The members for Forti
tude Valley were in the same positinn. They 
had not given the Committee any figures at all. 
They said it would be a better route to bring 
traffic and that it would pay, but they had no 
more idea what the land would cost than the 
''man in the moon." The member for Cook 
gave a very good reason why thR railwa-y 
should not be constructed at the present time. 
He thought with him that the present 
terminus was in a very good position-as 
good as in any of the cities of the colonies. 
J<'or instance, let them take Sydney. The rail
way station there was two miles out of town. 
Did the Premier wish to do away with ]Jrivate 
enterprise in Brisbane ? Did he wish to increase 
the number of the unemployed by doing away 
with omnibus and cah drivers and all sorts of 
things? The proposition of the Government 
was simply absurd. When once they had got 
the rail way station in such a position as it was 
in this city, they ought to be satisfied. It ditl 
not matter whether they had to drive a quarter 
or half a mile from the station to get to their 
homes. He thought no sufficient reason had 
been given why the resolutions should be 
pa"ecl by the Committee. Reference had been 
made to the stand taken on that matter bv 
the late member for Fortitude Valby, Mr. 
Beattie, whom he regretted was now gone, who 
was a very good member of that committee, and 
who had laid that question before the committee 
more clearly than any hon. member who had 
spoken that evening. That hon. member in· 
flnenced the committee when a similar proposal 
was befc>re them on a previous occasion to such 
an extent that the railway was thrown out. .And 
he (Mr. Stevenson) thought they had very good 
reasons for throwing out the proposal again 
that evening. He could not understand the 
argument of the hon. member for :Fortitude 
V alley against carrying out the railway by 
Petrie's Bight. He (Mr. Stovenson) thought 
the cheapest way to construct the line was 
by tunnelling and having a station under
ground. People could get up from an under
ground station in the same way as they could 
get up any other stairs. .An underground rail
wo,y would be far cheaper and of far more good to 
the city of Brisbane than the line now proposed 
by the Government. Before passing the resolu
tion under discussion hon. members ought to 
have better reasons given them than had yet 
been offered ; they should have a better reason 
than that given by the Premier-that because 
the Committee had voted £175,000 to take a rail
way somewhere they must take it somewhere. 
They should know what it would cost and 
whether it was likely to pay interest; all that 
information should be furnished to the Com
mittee before the resolutions were rm>sed" 

Mr. Mc?.£ASTER said the hon. member who 
had just sat down told them that they ought to 
show w lmt would be the expense of the line, and 
put the figures before the Committee. He (Mr. 
JVIc:Master) did not think it was the duty of the 
members for Fortitude Valley to find out those 
figures. That was the duty of the Government, 
and no doubt they had gone into the matter fully. 
The hon. member for Xormanby had also stated 
that to take the railway through Petrie's Bight, 
and thence through the V alley, would be more 
beneficial to the people of Fortitude Valley and 
citizens than the route proposed by the Govern
ment. Surely thb hon. member must think that 
the members on his own side as well as 
those on the Government side of the Com
mittee were very ignorant of the locality 
and of the expense of making a rail way 
there if he expected them to accept that state
ment. It would cost three times the amount to 
construct the line through Petrie's Bight to 
Bulimba than it would by the route proposed by 
the Government. That was apparent to anyone 
of common sense. It did not require the intelli
gence of an engineer to see that, or the intelli
gence of the hon. member for Norma.nby. Such 
a line would be a continuous tunnel from begin
ning to encl. 

Mr. STEVENSON: The very thing that is 
wanted ; that will save the resumption of 
land. 

Mr. McMASTER said it was not the very 
thing that was wanted. He could not under
stand the arguments used by hon. members on 
the opposite side, by the hon. member who pro
posed the amendment, and the hon. member for 
Uook. The argument on a former occasion in 
effect amounted to this: "\Vewill not support this 
railway because it does not go to deep water." 
What did they find now? vVhy, hon. members 
said, "vVe will not allow you to take this railway 
in the direction indicated, because it is proposed 
to take it to deep water some day." They 
did that because they had property in the 
centre of the city; they made no secret of that. 
The hon. member for Cook told them that he had 
a large property in Brisbane, and he did not want 
the trade taken away from North Brisbane or 
South Brisbane to Bulimba. Neither did the 
members for J<'ortitucle Valley. They did not 
desire to take one single pennyworth of the trade 
away from the wharves in the city pre>per, or 
from the south side until it was required. They 
simply said that the proposal of the Government, 
in the meantime, was a continuation of the main 
trunk line, and they had wisely shown a branch 
line from that to deep water, which branch line 
would be constructed when the trade justified it. 
The Government did not w:1nt to injure either 
North Brisbane or South Brisbane. Neither 
did he nor his colleagues. Therefore he con
sidered they had the best of the argument 
Members on the other side had admitted that a 
railway would be a necessity some clay, and he 
believed if the Opposition was to come into 
power to-morrow-which hehoved they would not, 
nor for many years yet-and the hon. member 
for Townsville was to be in the \Vorks Depart
ment, that would be one of the first works he 
would carry out. He believed the hon. gentle
man now ~aw the mistake that was made in 
taking the railway clown through Victoria Park 
to Sandgate, when it should have gone through 
Fortitude Valley. As he had said before, the 
Government were first blamed for not taking the 
rail way to deep water, and now they were blamed 
for i;aking it where it would be accessible from 
deep water. The hon. member for Stanley 
said it would be to the interest of the people of 
Fortitude Valley to accept his amendment. He 
tlmnked the hon. member, and would point out 
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that it would be to his interests to adopt the pro· 
posal of the Government and bring the "tation 
to the Normal School, because it would bring 
the line, perhaps not to the hem. member's back 
door, but, at any rate, to !otis front door. He 
(Mr. !VlcMaster) thought Fortitude Valley had a 
right to be put in communication with the main 
trunk line as much as the people of the city and 
he said now, in answer to the hon. memb~r for 
Cook, that the present terminus of the railway 
was not in the proper place. It was like the 
handle of a jug-it was on one side of the city ; 
1t was away from the wharves, away from the 
centre of population, and away from the centre 
of business places. He maintained that it was a 
necessity that the railway should come into the 
centre of the city, and the longer they left it where 
it was the more it would coot to construct the line. 
It had been said, "What about the terminus in 
Sydney?" Well, he would remind hon. members 
that the Government of New South vV ale' 
were asking authority for the Legislature of that 
colony to take th: line round to Circular Quay 
at a cost of five t1mes what the work might have 
been done for a few years ago. That was what 
was proposed to be done in Sydney, and they 
would have to do a similar thing yet in Brisbane. 
He believed the day was not far distant when 
the wharves, not only in North Brisbane and 
South Brisbane, but also at Bulimba would be 
fully occupied. He was not jealous' of South 
Brisbane; he never had been. He assisted to 
build some of the finest wharves there that were 
to he found in the colonies. He believed that 
there was not anything in the colonies, either in 
Sydney or Melbourne, equal to the municipal 
wharves that had been constructed in South 
Brisbane, and he was only sorry that there was 
not more trade in that reach of the river, so that 
those. wharves cou.ld be fully and regularly 
occup1ed. He heheved the day was coming 
and was not far distant, when not only would 
that wharf be required, but when they would 
be unable to accommodate all the traffic even 
with wharves all along that reach. The 
amendment was very good so far as it went 
but he took it that the Government were in duty 
bound to stand by their own policy. It was not 
the V alley people who had asked for the pro
posed line. The Government brought it forward, 
and the people of the Valley were satisfied with it. 
The Government saw the necessity for carry
ing on the trunk line so as to connect 
the two branch lines in order to save shunt· 
ing and backing. Those hon. members who 
knew so much about the cost must have O"One 
into figures, and must have got behind b the 
scenes. There had been various haphazard 
statements to the effect that the line would cost 
£200,000, or £250,000, or even £300 000. Admit
ting that it would cost £300,000, it' would not be 
the first railway that had cost £300,000. 'l'hey 
had been told that the money could be better 
spent on lines out west. He did not object to 
lines in the West or in the North. Wherever 
there was good country make a railway · 
wherever there was sufficient population mak~ 
":railway. The m~stak: in making the Sandgate 
hne through the Vwtona !'ark was that it was 
made where there was no population. He was not 
going to argue that the proposed line was going 
to be useful only for pa_ssenger traffic ; it would 
al.•o carry a large quantity of goods. He had no 
doubt that the line ought to be made as proposed 
by the Government, but he was prepared to 
meet the views of thoee who supported the 
amendment to a certain extent. Let it be 
decided that the whole line was to be con
structed, and let tenders be called for the con
struction of the line in two or three Hections the 
first section being the part between the pr~sent 
railwn,y station and the Normal School. 

Mr. KELLETT said it was a sure proof of a 
poor argument when a man imputed interested 
motives to another, n,nd that was the only thing 
he conld see in the speech just made. So far from 
being interested in the line proposed in the 
amendment, he happened to have a short lease 
not far from the place where the station would 
be, so that it was of no interest to him whether 
the line was taken there or not. He had a large 
interest, however, as the hon. member knew, in 
a property where the line proposed by the Gov
ernment would go; so that when the hon. mem
ber made his statement he knew the contrary 
to be the fact. 

Mr. ADAMS said he must congratulate the 
Valley people on returning the pre.,ent members, 
and. he thought that those who threw out the 
motwn last year were to be congratulated also. 
It was just like the man who hung a bag of oats 
before his horse so that he would follow it. He 
thought the bait was hung before the electors of 
Fortitude V alley for the purpose of enabling the 
Government to carry on their cause, and it 
would be unwise to take a way the bait now, because 
when they went back to the electors next time 
there would be no bag of oats to shake before those 
electors. If the Committee did not tn,ke away 
the bait those hon. members would be able to say 
again that they would achoeate the V alley 
rail way. They heard a great deal about tile 
unemployed; and he should like to know what 
the V alley rail way would do for the unemployed. 
The line was about two and a-half miles long, and 
would cost about £175,000, according to some, 
and according to others, £500,000. A gentleman 
writing in the Government organ of Monday last 
underthenomdeplumeof "Economy" said it would 
cost one-twentieth of the £10,000,000 loan to 
construct the railway. If the Government sup
porters were so terribly interested in the welfare 
of the colony, and wished to give employment 
to the people walking about seeking work, 
why did they not vote money for railways in 
districts where people could settle on the 
land-people who would soon be able to 
employ labour in working that land? He 
thought it was madness to spend £150,000 
per mile for constructing a railway in a place 
where the people could travel by tramcars or omni
buses anywhere within 500 yards of the railway. 
Every individual settled on the land meant an 
increase to the revenue of the colony, and it 
would be far wiser to carry out the rail ways into 
the interior than to squander the money in the 
metropolis. If they totted up the amount 
spent in the metropolis they would find that 
it amounted to one-quarter of the revenue of 
the colony, and the consequence was that people 
had been relying so much upon borrowed money 
and Government p:ty within a radius of lOO or 
150 miles of Brisbane that they did not think it 
their duty to follow the example of the pioneers, 
and subdue the forest and bring it under culti
vation. Therefore, he hoped, notwithstanding 
all that had fallen from hon. members on the 
other side-that the Committee would not 
squander the money, but allow the members 
for the V alley to keep the bag of oats so that they 
would be able to shake them up again hefore the 
electors, and tell them that they had done all 
they possibly could, and that if they were only 
elected again they would do their best in the 
future. 

Mr. ANNEAR said it was very amusing to 
listen to the hon. member who had just sat 
down. He spoke of squandering the money 
belonging to the people of the colony in the con· 
struction of railways, but the hon. gentleman 
must surely have forgotten the district he 
came from! He would like to know where 
the public money had been sqtH<ndered, if 
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it wae not on the railway from Bundaberg to 
Mount Perry. "\Vhy, in one little nook of a quarter 
of a mile along the line under discussion there 
were ten titnes as n1a.ny peo}Jle as there were 
likely to be in Mount Perry for years to come. 
That Mount Perry line was to settle people on 
the smiling homesteads the hon. gentleman 
talked about, and it did not pay working ex
penses. There were no people settled there, and 
there would be no people settled there for ye:us 
to come, or while the hon. member lived. 
·when the railway before them was under dis
cussion last year he voted against it because it 
was not going to deep water. 

Mr. STEVENSON : It is not going there now. 
Mr. AN NEAR said he did not suppose that 

any member thought that the raiiway would pay 
by its passenger traffic, but what did they see? 
Did they not see that the coal trade from Ipswich 
and Bunclanba had assumed such brge propor
tions during the past twelve months that the 
Government had been compelled to ex]Jend 
£20,000 in the extension of wharves at South 
Brisbane to meet the traffic? He was confident 
that the coal trade would be the trade of this 
port, and before another twelve months were 
passed the Government would be called upon to 
spend another £20,000 to meet that traffic; and 
he asked how the money could be better spent 
than in making wharves or coal dep6ts at Bulirnba 
to meet the traffic? A good many hon. members 
were conversant with New South \V ales, and 
they would know that the Valley railway was 
almost in the same position as the railway which 
left Redfern and went clown to Circular Quay 
by Goldsbrough's store, and which would pro
bably be run round the harbour to meet the largely 
increasing traff.c there. The rail way before them 
might not pay at first, but, without taking into 
consideration the passenger traffic at all, he 
believed it would pay the cost of its outlay in a 
very few years. Since the line was last under 
discussion he had travelled a go<lcl deal about the 
western portion of the colony-as far as the rail
ways went, and where heavy goods were shipped 
from time to time ; and he challenged any hon. 
1nember to contradict \V hat he \Vas now going to 
say, and that was that at the present time the 
carriage of heavy goods from the wharves to the 
railway station at Brisbane cost as much as the 
freight on tho>e goods from London to Brisbane. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: No. 
Mr. ANNEAR : I say, yes. 
HONOURABLE l'ifE}IBERS : Bosh! 
Mr. A:i'\NEAR said he could get an engine 

brought from London to the wharf here as cheaply 
as he could get it taken from the wharf to the 
station here. "\Vhen that was the state of affairs 
it was not the people of Fortitucle V alley alone 
they should look to, but the whole of the people 
in the "\V estern districts, and they should see that 
they had not to pay so much to get their goods 
shipped. 

1\ir. MURPHY : Hear, hear! Send out rail
ways to them. 

Mr. ANNJ<~AR: The hon. member saitl 
"Send out railways to them," but he thought 
the railways had gone far enough out in the 
Central and Western districts of the colony. In 
spite of the fact that those gentlemen complained 
so much, the people of the colony bad been 
making railways to their doors, and they were 
not satisfied now. The time had arrived when 
the members of that House should devote their 
attention to the construction of rail ways amongst 
the settled portion' of the colony, where they 
would have, at any rate, some show of paying 
the intere"t upon the cost of their construction 
-not like the little line from Dnndaberg to 

JYfount Perry. They must not allow the hon. 
member for JYiulgraYe to come there and talk 
about reckless ex1•enditure. His memory was 
just as rt tentive as that of the hon. member, 
and he could well rem em her that there was no 
greater bogus railway, and no greater politic.al 
railway eYer made m the colony, than that rail
way from Bundaberg to Mount Perry. The 
railway before them was not by any m:ans a 
political railway, There was another pomt to 
be consirlered. Had the people of New South 
"\V ales, some eight or ten years ago, purchased 
the land over which the line would have to pass 
from Reclfern down to deep water, they could 
have purchased it fJOO per cent. cheaper than they 
could at the present time ; and, as there was tt 

great deal of property to be purchased for the 
line now proposed, the Government could not 
commence the line at a better time than the 
present, when property was at a somewhat low 
ebb in Brisbane. He had never given a silent 
vote since he had been a member of the House; 
he did not intend to give one now, and he had 
therefore briefly given his reasons for supporting 
the railway. 

Mr. FOOTI<; said he did not agree with the 
last speaker in the views he expresserl in refer
ence to the cost of carriage from the rail way 
station to the wharf. The hon. member said 
that it cost as much to carry goods from the 
railway station to the vessel in Brisbane as to 
bring them from London to the colony. 

Mr. AKNEAR: Heavy goods. 
Mr. FOOTE said he could understand his 

argument as applied to the one article he 
tnentioned - stearn-engines. There waH no 
doubt it did cost a very considerable sum of 
nwney to convey a stearn-engine fron1 the 
wharf to the railway station; but the argument 
did not apply to goods in general. Goods 
in general were carried at a very reasonable 
rate and were carried really ttt a nominal cost 
whe~ compared with the cost of freight from 
London. Neither did he agree with some hon. 
members that they could compare Sydney and 
Brisbane in respect of the distance of the 
railway station from the city. The railway 
station in Brisbane was (1nite near eno11gh 
to the city, and in a few years' time it 
would be almo¥t in the centre of the city, 
even though it might remain where it was. 
He was satisfied that if it was carried to the 

i place contemplated in the amendment made by 
the hon. member for Stanley it would be 
in a more inconvenient position than it 
was now ; and they should remember also 
that it would cost a great deal of money 
to provide ample room for a station there. 
TheY conld not compare the distance of the 
station from Brisbane with that of the Redfern 
station from Sydney. The station there was a 
long way off-quite two and a-half miles from 
the centre of the city ; and just the 'sme thing· 
applied to Melbourne. The railways there were 
a considerable distance from the centre of the 
city, although they might say that t)1ey had the 
railwavrunningalmostallronnd the CJty. To come 
to the \Joint, the proposition before them involved 
a very great sum of money. The length of the 
line was comparatively very short, being on~y two 
miles and a-half, and to construct it would simply 
be making a second line of rail way to run parallel 
with one that had already been nJade, and for 
which they had already had to pay. He did not 
say for a moment that the present line of railway 
accommodated the people living in the centre of 
:B'ortitude V alley ; but, although they were not 
accommodated by that line, they had other very 
liberal accommoclation. l<'rom almost any part of 
"Fortitude Valley, by waiting on the footpath for a 
moment or two, they could be conveyed into town. 
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He thought the hon. member for Maryborough 
wac; somewhat astray when he spoke of the line 
being serviceable as a coal line ; it never would 
be. They had been talking about a coal line to 
the Bulimba reach for the last twelve years, but 
he did not belie;·e the Government ha'! any idea 
of making the branch line marked on the plan to 
Bulimb>t reach. The line was to join the Sand· 
gate line at Mayne, and all it would do would be 
to convey the same quantity of traffic and the 
same nu m her of passengers as that line conveyed 
now, with the addition of thm;e who might be 
taken on at Fortitude Valley. As for the goods 
traffic, the hon. member said that alone woul<l 
make the line par; but that could not possibly 
he. Though the line would be part of the 
n1ain trunk line fronl the country, the good::; 
traffic would not be sufficient to form a 
very ~Teat source of revenue to the country. 
Another view he took of the matter wa' the ven· 
heavy expense; he thought hon. members wh·;, 
said the line would cost £500,000 were spe<>king 
within bounds. He did not think the colony 
r-;hould try to get its name up to the scune degree 
as ~on1e other cDlonies in the loan rnarket at 
home. They h<td borrowed a very large sum 
of money, <tnd it must be many ye<>rs before 
they could go into the mftrket for another loan. 
It would be some time before the present loan 
had all been placed on the market, <>nd the 
moneys realised and userl for the purpose for 
which they had been borrowed ; <>nd by passing 
th<>t line they would bind <>ny future Govern
ment to borrow money to carry it out. He 
thought th<tt w<>s a position they ought not to 
take up for some time. He liked to support hon. 
members when he could conscientiously do so; 
but in this inst<>nce he could not do violence to 
his conscience <>nd the interests of the country 
by supporting the line. He would be compelled 
to support the hon. member for Stanley in his 
amendment, but he would r<>ther see a direct 
vote ag<>inst the entire motion, and have it 
defeated for the present. 

Mr. ADAMS said the hon. member for ::Yiarv
horough spoke of being <>mused hy his (JYir. 
Adams's) statements; and he (Mr. Admns) could 
assure the Committee th<>t he was frequently 
<>mused by the hon. member's statements long 
before he had the honour of a seat in that 
honourable House. The Minister for vVorks had 
distinctly st<tted tlmt those who voted against 
the motion would be simply lunatics. .:\'ow, 
when the Bnndaberg and Mount Perry Railway 
was passed, it was put through just as the present 
plans were tried to be put through. 'l'he first 
batch was brought in, and hon. members 
were told that the next would not be brought 
forw<trd till those had been decided upon. 
They found that the G lads tone pl<>ns, which 
were plaeed on the table a long time ago, 
were not to take precedence in the next 
batch. Well, if they were lunatics who voted 
against this motion, perhaps the hon. member for 
l\Iaryborough might consider that they were 
lunatics who voted for the Bundaberg and 
Mount Perry line. He would like to know who 
were the members at th<>t time who voted for 
those plans. He (Mr. Ad<tms) was not in the 
House, and he did not know whether the hon. 
member for Maryhorough was; but he did 
know that when the plans were brought in the 
House was told that they must go through in 
globo or not go thr0ugh at all. The gentlemen 
who were in the Ministry at that time, if be was 
not rnistaken, were the Hon. John Douglas, the 
Hon. Sir Samuel Grit!ith, the present :\Iinister 
for "Vorks, and the Colonial Tre<tsurer. X ow, 
it would be quite as judicious for him to 
say that they were lun>ttics as for the ]11inis
ter for \Vorks now to say that memberx 
who voted against the V alley line would be 

lun<ttic He was very sorry the hon. mem
ber for Maryborough had walked out whert he 
knew that he (Mr. Adams) was going to retahate. 
He was quite sn,tisfied that the expression of the 
hem. member for :Yiaryborough W<tS only a th~ow. 
out on account of a bogu:-3line-the J\Iungar line; 
it was only a sprat to catch a mackerel. The 
people of the colony of Queensbnd were not 
<tble at the Jm"ent time to throw away £150,000 
"mile for " railway in tlle city of Brisbane. 

Mr. "V. BROOKES said he understood the 
Government were throwing out that list of rail· 
ways as embodying their present works policy. 
That w<>s <tll very well; hut although he w<>s, 
as hon. members opposite knew, " tolembly 
faithful snpporter of the Government, he could 
never see why members on the Government side 
should be considered as obliged to support the 
whole of a list of rail w<tys, even though they 
were put forward '" the policy r,f the Govern
ment. He hdd himself free to express an 
unbiased opinion on the vote before the Com· 
mittee now, a.nd he shonl'l endeavour to do so 
entirely on the merits of the case. He could not 
bring- himself to see that it was a party vote in 
any sense of the word. 

The PREMil~R: It is on one side of the 
House-straight. 

HoNOL"RABLE 2\fE11BERS of the Opposition: No. 
Mr. BROOKES said the question arose, 

whether, if it were reg<trded as <>party vote on the 
other side, he should also regard it as a party 
vote. He did not see that <>ny political obligation 
rested on him to make a mistake because gentlemen 
on the opposite side did. It was his duty to 
the very important constituency he had the 
honour to represent, to vote according to the 
best of his judgment, <>nd in no other 
w<>y, especially in a matter of that kind. 
Now. the vote implied the expenditure of a very 
large' Kum of money, and he could _not bring 
himself to think that th>tt expenditure was 
justified in the present financi<>l position of 
the colony, and he should have expected 
that the Colonial Tre<>surer would h<tve sairl 
a word or two upon that <>spect of the case. 
But perhaps the hon. gentleman was held 
in the trammels of what he might call "col· 
leagnism." He could not but think that were 
he to spe<tk his unbiased opinion he would say 
that he would mther th<tt large expenditure 
were, at all events, deferred. Now, he (Mr. 
Brookes) also w<>s un<tble to see nny immediate 
necessiLy for the r<>ilway. vVhen it was spoken 
of as being a connecting link with the North 
Coast line he saw that it might be. He saw that 
it was just possible that it might be, but it was 
quite time enough for them to face that large 
expenditure when the line from Gym pie reached 
l\byne. That was the way he looked at it, and 
they might be in different circumst<tnces then to 
what they were in now. He w<>s very glad to 
hear the members for Fortitude Valley say tb<>t it 
was not a Valley railway. They both distinctly 
disclaimed the idea that it was a Valley railw<>y, 
and be was glad because he bad always believed 
that the opinion of a good many people in the 
V alley was that a rail way would relieve them 
from ·all their distress. Now he might mention 
a conversation that he had at Christchurcb, New 
Zealand, last year. He went into a draper's 
shop <>nd the 'draper began to comr,lain to him 
about the dulness of the times. He s<>id times 
bad been verv bad for two years. He found 
out where he· (Mr. Brookes) c<>me from, and 
asked how things were in Brisbane. He told 
him they were getting on just middling, but 
nothing to boast of. "vV ell," said the draper, 
"unless things improve in Cbristchnrch I shall 
h<tve to "0 away·" and he (1\fr. Brookes) advised 
him to ,;a it for better times. He then went on 
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to make a statement which he (Mr. Brookes) 
had never forgotten. He said, "I tell you what 
I want. I want to see a railway made from 
Christchurch to Hokitika." That was a railway 
to go straight across the middle of New Zealancl 
-across mountainous country such as they knew 
nothing of either in New South Wales or in this 
coion:y: .. He then went on to say that it would cost 
twom1llwns of money; that whether it would pay 
or not was a matter he had not considered, and 
continued: ''I know what it would do for me. 
It would cause a large expenditure in Christ
church, and would induce such a spurt in business 
that perhaps I might get into a good position and 
do well.:' "But," said he (1\fr. Brookes), "you 
are leamng on a broken reed. vVhen the money is 
spent, the contractors have bagged a big fortune, 
and the railway found not to pay-what then?" 
"Olt!" he said, "I have nothing to do with 
that." Now, whenever he (l\fr. Brookes) heard 
of a railway being made to relieve a temporary 
financial distress, he always thought it was the 
most deceptive instrument that could be applied. 
In the long run nobody benefited but the con
tractors ; the country made a bad bargain, the 
money which was circulated was soon spent, and 
then when the railway was made it was all over, 
and the dulness was almost greater than before. 
He quite agreed with any proposition that would 
bring a railway down to deep water, aml if 
that rail way promised to do anything in that 
shape he should not, he thought, be found 
voting for the amendment ; but it did nothing 
of the kind. A railway to deep water 
would come in course of time, and he agreed 
with what had been said-that there was no 
immediate necessity for a railway to deep water. 
The present wharfage accommodation was pretty 
well equal to the requirements of the city of 
Brisbane at the present time, but, notwithstand
ing, if the proposed railway promised to be useful 
as a means of railway communication between 
Brisbane and deep water, his objections to it 
would not be such as they were now. He ccmfessed 
he did not see the least utility in the proposed 
line if it was as a passenger railway. They knew 
very well that a great number of persons got out 
at Bowen Park, and they would get out there 
whether the railway were made or not. They 
certainly would not get out at Mayne. They 
would rather get out at Bowen Park than they 
would go to the V alley ; consequently he was 
utterly nnable to see what advantage it would 
be to the Valley in any shape or way whatever. 
As far as regarded the desire for the railway, 
he really did not believe, when matters were 
fairly and fully considered, that there would be 
any difference of opinion either among the V alley 
people or the city people. The fact was they 
were taking a step in the dark, and he thought, 
looking at the circumstances of the colony, 
prndence-financial prudence-would suggest that 
the line should be deferred until a more con ve
nient time. That was the gist of what he had 
to say with reference to that line, and when 
the people of the V alley complained that Roma 
street was a long way from Fortitude V alley he 
could only point out, as had been pointed out 
previously, that there were similar instances, 
such as Melbourne and Sydney railways. The 
central strttion if in Queen street would be a 
nuisance ; but removed to Creek street it would 
be an improvement; so that, between the two 
propositions, his choice was in favour of the 
amendment. He trusted he had made his reasons 
clear why he intended to vote for the amend
ment. 

Mr. JORDAN said the member for North 
Brisbane had given a very bad illustration when 
he quoted the conversation that took place be
tween himself and a shopkeeper in Christchurch. 
The argument used by the shopkeeper was that 

the railway across New Zealand would bring cus
tom to his shop, and he had no other reason to give; 
but the reason for the proposed Valley railway 
was that it would pay, and that was a very dif
ferent thing. The one argument in favour of the 
line was that it passed through a densely populated 
part of the city and suburbs of this great town, 
and that it would pay, and if it would pay it 
would be a wise expenditure. He did not think 
he need go any further than that, but he would 
go a little further. The railway was promised 
two years ago; money was voted for it by the 
House ; it was a part of the Government pro
gramme, and if it was voted against by the 
Government supporters, then the Government 
would be defeated. Hewasnotin the House, unfor
tunately, when the question came on last session ; 
he regretted that circumstances had prevented 
him from being present, hut he had ad vacated the 
Government scheme being carried in its eutirety. 
He foresaw that, if any part of the scheme was 
rejected when the loan was under consideration, 
the whole thing would tumble to pieces; and on 
that ground he thought it was right, if sufficient 
reasons could be given, that the Government 
party should vote togetherfor the whole scheme. 
He took the same view of it now. He could 
quite understand hon. members on the other side 
opposing it; they wished to defeat the Govern
ment; but he could not for the life of him under
stand how any hon. members on his side could 
get up at that late hour of the matter, when the 
money had been voted and the scheme had been 
approved amongst other schemes by a large 
majority of the House, when the money had been 
borrowed for it, and when it had been promised to 
the people in the V alley-he could not understand 
how any hon. members on that side should help 
the Opposition to defeat the Government. The 
hon.memberforCook, Mr.Lumley Hill, gave some 
very fatherly advice to the members for South 
Brisbane, and a.shis colleague in the representation 
of that electorate was in the chair and could not 
speak, he should say a word to that hon. mem
ber in reply. The extension of the :South Bris
bane Railway to M.elbourne street was also a 
part of the Government programme, and the 
Government promised that it should be carried 
out, although his constituents were very much 
dissatisfied that it was not laid on the table now 
like the other lines. Although the Government 
had given reasons why it should be rleferred, 
those reasons were not sufficient to satisfy him, 
because he thought that if an effort had been 
made the plans might have been la.id on the 
table with the others. Still the Government 
adhered to their promise that it should be made. 
It must be remembered that the railway pro
mised to the V alley was a part of the Great 
Northern line-a part of the great national 
scheme of rail ways running from the southern 
boundary of the colony to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. The city of Brisbane, with 
its population of 50,000, was the centre of 
that grand scheme. The Government did 
not propose to spend the £300,000 all at 
once ; they only proposed to commence the 
line, which would he the most paying line in the 
colony, It was reasonable to suppose that the 
line would not cost more than £300,000, and they 
did not want to spend more than half that sum now. 
But the honour of the Government was pledged 
to it as part of their great scheme, anrl they on 
that side were in honour pledged to suppmt it. 
It had been said that it would be necessary to 
continue the line to Bulimba to accommodate the 
great coal trade that was to be developed. He 
was as firm a believer in the development of the 
coal tra.de in Brisbane as anybody, but there was 
ample space at South Brisbane to "'ccommodate 
all theshipsthat were likely to load with coal at the 
port. The Government had already commenced 
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to lengthen the coal wharf by 600 feet, and if 
that was not sufficient they could go down the 
river for 1,000 feet further, and that would 
accommodate all the coal trade the port was 
likely to have for the next twenty years. But 
the present proposal had nothing to do with 
Bnlimba. It was part of a great scheme 
propounded by the Government-a necessary 
link in the great Northern line-and he was 
really astonished to hear hon. members say that 
it would afford no accormnodation-woul<l be of 
no advantage-to the city. It was an absurdity 
now that if a man wanted to go to Sandgate he 
had to get into a train in Roma street and he 
taken through Victoria Park. As he regarrled 
the extension of the South Brisbane Railway to 
:Melbourne street as a part of the Government 
scheme, he did not intend to injure the interests 
of South Brisbane by voting against the Govern
ment on the present question. 

The HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
wished to correct an error which the Premier 
seemed to have fallen into. The hon. gentleman 
interjected, when his hon. colleague (Mr. \V. 
Brookes) was speaking, that it was being made a 
party question by the Opposition. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear! 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN sai<l the hon. 

gentlernan was never rnore rnistaken in his life. 
'ro make anything a party question a meeting· 
must have been held to decide upon a plan ,;f 
action. Certainly the Premier held a meeting 
of his supporters last Friday or Saturday morn
ing, an<l tried to make it a party question, which 
he had failed to do ; bnt no attempt had been 
made by the Opposition to make it a party ques
tion, and as far as he knew, members had not 
even consulted privately with each other on the 
subject. No one had consulted him on the 
question, and he had consulted nobody, and he 
was perfectly certain that the leader of the 
Opposition had not said anything to any m ern ber 
on that sicte about it. The question was Leing 
considered by them entirely on its merits. He 
even beliaved there were some hon. members 
on that side who would snp)Jort the Government. 
In fact it was just as much a party question on 
one side as on the other, and that was 
not at all. The hon. member for South 
Brisbane seemed very much afraid that the 
Government would feel ill if they should be 
defeated that night; but on the last occasion 
when the Government were def0ated on that 
question they seemed to bear that defeat verv 
easily indeed ; it did not affect them in th'e 
least. He was surprised that any hon. member 
outside the occupants of the Treasury bench 
should pretend to believe that the line would 
pay. It was ridiculous to expect any line to 
pay which would cost £150,000 per mile. \Vhy, 
there was but one rail way in the colony that had 
actually paid its working expenses and interest 
on the cost of construction from the time it was 
made. Let hon. members dismiss from their 
minds the idea of the V alley line being a paying 
line; it woul<l not pay. He did not like the 
amendment, although he liked it a little more 
than the original motion. He was oneofthosewho 
thought that, for the pre-1ent at least, the existing 
terminus was sufficient to meet all ref]uirements. 
He was in the constant habit of walking between 
the Parliamentary Buildings and the railway 
station, and he could do it easily without dis
tressing himself in fifteen minutes, and he would 
walk from the rail way station to the centre of 
Queen street in seven minutPs. Yet they were 
told that it was in a very inconvenient position. 
It might be inconvenient for people living 
in the V alley ; but, as had been pointed 
out, :unple accon11nodntion was provided frorn 
other sources-such as omnibuses and trams. 

The tramway took people to within about lOO or 
200 yards of the Bowen Park platform. \Vhat 
better acc~mmodation could they have than that? 
Another reason whv h8 disliked the amend
ment was this : that· if they were to bring the 
railway 'to deep water they shoul<l first try and 
accommodate the wharves which they had 
already in existence about Petrie's Bight, and 
along what they usually called " the Brisbane 
wharves." If the amendment was carried it 
would preclude any possibility of that being 
done, because he agreed with the Premier 
that the grade would be too inconvenient ; in 
fact, it would be impracticable to take the rail
way from what would be called "the central 
station," when it was made in Ann street, to 
the wharves at the river si<le. If they carried 
the amendment it would, as he had said, prevent 
the possibility of that being done in the future. 
Any extension for wharfage purposes must be 
furth~r down the river towards hlulimba reach ; 
so that he woul<1 prefer that both the proposition 
and the amendment should be negatived, and 
leave the matter of accommodation for shipping 
an open question for the future. A railway could, 
he believed, be taken from the present station 
down to the wharves at Petrie', Bight, but· it 
certainly could not be taken from the one pro
posed by the hon. member for Stanley. There
fore, although probably he sl:ould vote for the 
amendment as the lesser ev1l of the two, he 
should prefer to have neither if he possibly could 
avoid it. 

Mr. LU::\ILEY HILL sai<l if the suggestion 
of the hon. member for South Brisbane, 1\Ir. 
Jordan, was to be accepted or held to at all, 
they had been going in for a good deal of 
useless discussion. If the rail ways were to 
be bunched and •hoved down their throats 
without being considered at all on their rnerite ; 
if every hon. member had a rail way-an axe of 
his own to grind, and was therefore going to vote 
for every one in the bill of fare, for fear their 
own would be jeopardised-it was a most con
temptible state of thing,; to arrive at in that 
Assembly. He, for one, had not the slightest 
wish or intention to jeopardise the position of the 
Government in any way. On the contrary, he 
was very anxious t(, keep them in their position, 
and was desirous of seeing them carry out works 
which would continue to keep them in the occu
pation of the Tn'l1Sury benches not only during 
this Parliament but during the next. He would do 
all he could to assist them in that direction ; uut 
he was perfectly certain that if they were going 
to spend £300,000 or £400,000 on two miles of 
railway-although it was through a thickly 
populated part of the city-it would not find 
favour in the country districts. He was satisfied 
of that. At the same time, if the rail ways were 
to be bunched-if hon. members were going to 
vote for every one-they might as well pass them 
without further discussion, and go home. He 
quite agreed with the hon. member for South 
Brisbane when he said that the wharves on the 
south side, as they were now projected to be 
extended, and as they were capable of being 
extended in the future, were quite capable of 
accommodating the whole of the coal traffic that 
came down the South Brisbane line. It had 
been contended that it woul<l be necessary at 
some future time that the coal trade should go to 
Bulimba. That argument had been used by 
some hon. rnember;;-that the line would carry 
goods and coal down to the Bulimba reach; but 
there was not the slightest necessity for coal to 
Le carried there when it could he carried to the 
wharf at South Brisbane with much greater 
facility, and without interfering very much with 
any other trade. He thought the remarks made 
by the Minister for Works to the effect that 
rail ways should be made regardless of cost-that 
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they had a great big country behind them, any 
am'?nnt of monrey, and any amount of pros
perity, and all that kind of thing-were not 
at all borne out by the facts of the times. With 
regard to Sydney, no doubt they were acting 
regardless of cost in endea1'onring to bring the 
milway from Redfern to the Circular Quay, bnt 
at the same time they knew that the finances of 
~ ew South \V ales were in an almost hopeless 
state of entanglement. He did not wish to see 
the Government here involved in the meshe' 
of any difficulties of that kind. He could see 
perfectly plainly that they had got hard times 
before them, and they should take very good care 
that every shilling and every pound they laid 
out now should, as far as possible, he expended 
in thoroughly re}Jl'O<luctive works, and not in 
workH of this nature, which merely gave addi
tional accommodation to people who were 
already very well accommodated. It was a 
luxury, and a very expensive luxury. As for 
making amends for the way in which the 
V alley line· was carried out before, he 
was of opinion that it had been carried the 
wrong way, but it had taken the people that 
way o,nd there was quite sufficient populo,
tion to make it a good paying- line as it was. 
He really did not see why the V alley should 
have two lines. The two members for the Valley 
said the line was not theirs, and they advocated 
their cause very well and very persistently, but 
he had heard very few persons outside the 
V alley support them, except, of course, the 
Ministry. He had heard no good sound reasons 
for what little support had been accorded them. 
It seemed to him that this line would be a 
regular wanton waste of public money, doing 
vet·y little good to anybody beyond those within 
the precincts of the city, and really to only a 
very limited number of these. It was nothing 
in the shape of a colonial work at all. 

Mr. FOXTON said, as one of those who 
voted against a similar Government proposal 
last session, he did not feel inclined to give a 
silent vote on the present occasion, but he ,should 
not occupy the time of the Committee very 
long. He thought before going into the argument, 
p7'0 or con., a mistake had been made by one 
hon. member, at least, on the other side which 
should be corrected. It had been stated 
that the line, if passed, would mop up, so to 
speak, one-twentieth of the £10,000,000 loan. 
That was a delusion into which that hon. mem
ber had fallen. Even supposing that the line 
ultimately cost half-a-million of money, it would 
not take that sum out of the £10,000,000 loan, 
because only £175,000 of the £10,000,000 loan 
was available for the purpose. He thought it 
necessary that that should be put clearly before 
the Committee. He had just been informed 
that it was one fifty-seventh of the loan, instead 
of one-twentieth; he had not worked it out for 
himself. It was apparently the opinion of the 
majority of the Committee that the line should 
be carried into the heart of the city-that the 
amendment of the hon. member for Stanley 
should be carried. He believed that that pro
position had the sanction of the mo,jority so far
that it was common ground upon which some 
opponents of the scheme and those who supported 
it as a whole were prepared to meet. That being 
so, he thought that it would follow as a necessary 
corollary that the line must be taken through 
and join the Sandgate line at some future 
time. Then it was simuly a matter of time. 
That they should have a central station at Ann 
street, and that it would remain there for all 
time, was an absurdity on the face of it, and it 
then became a necessity for them to consider 
where they could Lest take it. Last year he was 
under the impression, induced by the arguments 
of the then member£ or Fortitude Valley, the late 

l\Ir. Beattie, that a better route than the one pro
posed might be found. Of course, it had been re
marked that the two members for the Valley had 
then differed in their views, and it was natural 
that those whose constituents were not interested 
and who looked at it from a national point of view 
-as representatives, so to speak, of the whole 
body uf electors-should vote in such a way as to 
give the Committee an opportunity of reconsider
ing the matter, and seeing whether some other 
line could not he devised which would meet all 
requirements. But now the matter had been 
thoroughly considered, and he was entirely of 
opinion that the proposed line was the best 
which could be adopted. He W'1S at one time 
strongly in favour of the route to Petrie's Bight. 
That was a very taking scheme ; but he learned 
that, although it was possible to get down 
from the Roma-street station at a gradient of 
1 in GG to Petrie's Bight, there was the 
level for the city station to be taken out 
of that, which would increase the grade and 
make it steeper. The main objection was 
that there was not room enough for a decent
sized, good station. He was told that at the 
Roma-street station they were o,lread,.- cram peel 
for room. At all events they knew the space 
which was occupied by the building and the 
sidings at Uoma street, and they also knew there 
was not one-tenth of that available at Petrie's 
Bight-even for the Roma-street station as it 
now stood. Another thing was that he rtally 
did not oee that it mattered very much whether 
the amendment were carried or the original 
motion, because, as he said before, if the 
amendment were carried it would necessitate 
the carrying out of the Government proposal 
either now or at some future time. It was also 
admitted that there was only £175,000 availo,ble, 
and that would probably be very little more than 
would be required for constructing the portion of 
the line which the hon. member for Stanley pro
posed to construct now. It had been admitted 
all round that the present line to Sanclgate, 
forming part of the North Coast line, as it went 
out from Brisbane was a mistake-that it had 
gone out in a wrong direction, and that in going 
to Sanclgate it described more than half-a
circle. How much worse would that be 
when that was the main line going up the 
North Coast ! And how much more would 
that absurdity be aggravated if the line were 
carried into the centre of the city at Ann ,street 
and had to go right away in an oppoRite direc
tion to get on to the North Coast Railway! For 
those reasons he felt bound to vote for the pro
posal of the Government in its entirety. 

Mr. MURPHY said it was not ·his intention 
to say much at that late hour of the night upon 
the amendment. He simply rose to deny a 
Htatement made by the Premier, that he was 
going to give a party vote upon the question. 
He was not going to give a party vote ; but he 
would simply vote for the amendment of the 
hon. member £or Stanley, because no good or 
valid argument had been brought forward by the 
Government or their supporters sufficiently strong 
to induce him to vote for the proposal as it stood. 
There bad been no statistics or figures quoted in 
support of the railway by the Government. They 
sim)!ly made a bald assertion that the line would 
cost a certain sum of money, without supporting 
that assertion by statistics. They gave the Com
mittee no iden, as to what the cost of the resump
tion of land would he. They knew that there 
was ±:175,000 only voted for the railway, and he 
was afraid if thev once authorised the line the 
Government would go on with it, no matter 
what the cost might he. Not only would that 
£17:'),000 be spent, but a great deal more, if once 
the line was authorised. There was no doubt the 
resumption of the land would cost an enormous 
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sum of money; and, although it was said that by 
putting a tunnel through the hill they would 
save a certain amount of money, the Government 
would find that the people under whose lands 
that tunnel went would all require compensa
tion. One of the hon. members for Jfurtitude 
Valley-Mr. Brooks-stated that he claimed the 
votes of members on the Opposition side of the 
Committee because, upon looking round, and 
critically examining their faces and personal 
appearance, he thought they were too intelli
gent, and too well-dressed, and too gentlemanly 
not to vote for it. But he (Mr. Murphy) thought 
they had a little more intelligence and gentle
manly feeling than the hon. member gave them 
credit for. They had a great deal too much 
intelligence and gentlemanly feeling to vote for 
the line. HE was sure there were several 
hon. members on the Government side of 
the Committee who had quite as much 
gentlemanly feeling and intelligence as hon. 
members on his side, and who had too 
much intelligence to be trapped by that kind 
of chaff to vote for a political line. One of those 
hon. gentlemen who were so keen in their advo
cacy of the line, which, they said, was not a 
Fortitude V alley line, stated that members 
supporting the Government were bound to vote for 
the line, because it was one of thos·e mentioned in 
the l0an vote, the line mentioned being "A line 
for Fortitude Valley." But the hon. members for 
the V alley disclaimed that it was a line to Forti
tude Valley at all; therefore, upon that ground 
they could not claim the votes, even from their own 
side of the Committee. In regard to the necessity 
for having a more central station than the one 
they had at present, he did not think any city 
-as had been said by hon. members already 
-in Australia was more conveniently situated 
in regard to its railway station than Brisbane. 
In Melbourne it was a great deal further to go 
from Spencer street to any portion of the busi
ness part of the city, than to go from the present 
railway terminus in Brisbane to the business 
part of that city ; and in Sydney they had a 
great deal further to go-twice or three times the 
distance that they had in Brisbane. There was 
another thing. Did the Government suppose 
that Brisbane was going to remain as it was now? 
Did they suppose that little street-Queen street 
-from Petrie's Bight to Victoria Bridge, was to 
remain always the centre of Brisbane? Brisbane 
had got no room to extend on the river side, so it 
would extend beyond the railway station, and 
the business parts would draw up towards the 
railway line ; and in a very short time they 
would find that the present railway terminus 
would be in the very heart of the citv. He quite 
agreed with those hon. gentlemen who argued 
that by taking the railway down towards 
Bulimba they would be doing an injury to those 
persons who owned property in Queen street and 
in other portions of Brisbane as it was now, and 
would be doing an injury to the present wharf 
owners, and to the merchants who built ware
houses there in the expectation that the traffic 
would never be taken away. The building of a 
railway in the direction shown by the sketch 
on the map towards Bulimba would in a 
very short time draw away the trade 
from the more central portions of the city, 
because land would be cheaper down there, and 
they could carry on some of their business opera
tions perhaps at less cost in the first instance ; 
and it would be a very serious injury to property 
owners who had invested large sums of money in 
wharves and huge buildings on the present sites 
on the river. The hon. the Premier had used 
the argument that the suburban traffic would be 
a very profitable one, and that suburban was the 
most profitable traffic in some of the other 
colonies. So far as the suburban traffic about 
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Melbourne was concerned, he knew that it 
was the least profitable of the whole traffic 
carried on the Victorian railways, although 
that suburban traffic was carried through all 
the most populous portions of the city and 
suburbs. The suburban traffic in Victoria was 
not paying interest on the money invested 
on those railways, nor was it likely to do so for 
many years to come, wheree,s the traffic from the 
country districts in Victoria was more than 
paying interest on the money expended in con
structing those railways. He should vote for 
the amendment. 

Mr. ANNEAR said it was somewhat remark
able if the suburban railways round Melbourne 
paid so badly that the Government gave an 
enormous price to a company so that they might 
have the whole of them in their own hands. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ANNEAR said he was sorry that he had 

not been present in the Chamber when the hon. 
member for Mulgrave was going to annihilate 
him. He had to go to the steamer "Derwent" 
with his friend Mr. Mellor to see some friends 
off, and did not hear the hon. member for 
l\1ulgrave; but this he would say, if he 
could not bear the force of that hon. gentle
man's steel he would be unworthy to represent 
the important electorate he had the honour 
of now doing. He could assure the hon. gentle
man that he should be ashamed of himself, and 
especially his constituents would be of him, when 
that hon. member was able to annihilate him. 
He thought the hon. member for Carnarvon had 
struck the nail on the head when he said let 
any hon. members go up to Roma street and see 
the small space there was for carrying on the 
Southern and Western trade at the present time. 
And yet they were going to add the trade of the 
whole of the Northern rail ways to Brisbane to 
that. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 
:Mr. ANNEAR : The hon. member for the 

Barcoo said they must not look at the Brisbane 
of to-day ; they must look at the Brisbane of ten, 
fifteen, or twenty years hence. He quite agreed 
with that. At present at the goods sheds at the 
Roma-street station they had to delay receiving 
goods until the day they were sent away, as there 
was not storage room for them there. He voted 
for the proposed line in all sincerity, and there 
was no bunching about it. It was said that the 
lines were being bunched. Nothing of the kind. 
Everyrailwaythe Government were putting before 
the Committee were on their own merits, and on 
its own merits would hon. members judge and vote 
accordingly. He was opposed to and spoke strongly 
against the proposed railway last year. But he 
was one of those who lived to learn, and he had 
learned since twelve months ago that he gave 
what he now believed to be a. vote in the wrong 
direction. He would remove the effect of that 
wrong vote as far as possible, and vote for the 
resolution. 

Mr. MACF AHLANE said, as he intended to 
vote for the railway, he would give some reasons 
to the Committee why he voted against it that 
time laot year. 

Mr. STEVENSON: We all understand! 
Mr. JliiACF ARLANE sa.id that when the 

line was before the Committee last year the two 
Valley members were divided. That was his 
first reasun for voting against it hst year. He 
thought when two members representing one 
constituency were divided the Committee could 
do nothing better than vote against it, so that 
it might come up again for decision. Another 
reason was that at that time he really did not 
know the relative positions of the two routes 
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then proposed. The late member for the V alley 
proposed an alternative route, which he said 
was much better than the one proposed by the 
Government, and he was really not in a pooition 
to decide which was the best. But having studied 
the matter since then, he had every reason to sn p
pose that the proposed railway was one he could 
reasonably vote for without stultifying himself in 
the matter. One hon. member said th<>t the 
money that woulc1 be wasted on that railway 
would make 100 miles of rail way in the conntry, 
but he found that those very gentlemen--he beg~ed 
pardon-those very members were the ones that 
opposed "uch a conntry railway as the vin 1·ccta. 
If the money was to g-o from the V alley to make 
the via ncta instead, would they support that 
country railway? No; they wm:e the mernl1ers 
who would oppose both. :B'or those reasons he 
intended to vote for the Valley railway. 

Mr. STEVE~SON: What reasons? You 
have given us no reasons. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said the hon. member 
for Normanby, 1\fr. Stevenson, perhaps knew 
his reasons better than he did himself. The 
hon. member knew everybody's mind better 
han his own. 

Mr. STEVENSON: You have not given vour 
reasons for this railway. · 

Mr. MAC:B'ARLANE said he had not given 
them yet. He had g-iven the reasons why he 
voted against the rail way before, and now he 
would give his reasons for voting for it that 
night. It would join the Southern and \Vestern 
Railway with the Great Northern Railway. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said that was the very 
best reas?n, and he thought every member who 
voted agamst the proposed rail way was stultifyinC' 
himself. The hon. member for Norman by and the 
hem. member for Cook had said that they were 
g-oing to vote for the railway coming into the 
centre of the town. Every person knew that if 
it came to the centre of the town it must go to 
the extremity. 

Mr. ST:EVENSON said he never said any
thing of the sort. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said that everyone who 
spoke against the V alley rail way said he would 
be quite willing to bring the railway into the 
centre of the town. If they brought it to the 
centre it must go further ; it could not stop 
there. They would be simply doing a half, but 
the whole must be made some clay, For those 
reasons, which he thought .very' good ones, he 
would vote for the Valley ra1lway. 

Mr. ALAND said he had not intended to 
speak on the matter, but there had been so 
much talk by members generally nn his side of 
the Committee about stultification, that he felt 
he really ought to say something. He had voted 
against that railway when it was befor0 the Com
mittee last year, and he was going to vote against 
it that evening, and he did not think that he was 
stultifying ?imself in any way because he gave a 
sort of pass1 ve assent to the loan proposals of the 
Government in the year 1884. He would like to 
point. out to the Committee that they were to a 
certam extent deluded bv the Government with 
those Loan Estimates. The cost of the Brisbane 
and Ipswich duplication was set clown at 
£85,000. 

Mr. ANNEAR: On account. 
Mr. ALAND said there was nothing about 

"on account." They were simply told that the 
duplication would cost £85,000. But what did 
they find now? That the cost would be nearer 
;!;:200, 000 than £85,000. It had alreacl v cost 

£120,000 or £130,000, and any member g-oing 
along that line would see that there was a large 
amount of wcn·k still to be clone. He thought 
the Government onght to bo obliged to hem. 
members for trying to oppose their proposals. 
They knew the Government were bound to 
bring the1n forwanl, and they as sensible n1en, 
not as lunatics, as the .Minister fur \Vorks tried 
to make them out to be, tried to prevent 
some of them heing cttrried. If they went on 
spending the £7,000,000 of their £10,000,000 
loan for such lines a; those, they would require 
£14,000,000 more before the railway proposals 
of the Government wonld in any way be 
completed. In reference to the Fortitude Valley 
line, the sum set clown for that on the Loan 
Estimates was £175,000. He was sure that 
members would never have consented to vote for 
that if the Government had tolcl them that 
instead of £175,000 it would cost £300,000. And 
that was what the line would cost. 

Mr. MoMASTER: No. 
Mr. ALAND said the member for Fortitude 

Valley, who stated that it was his own line, 
said it would not cost £500,000. He (Mr. 
Aland) said it would, and he had as much right 
to say it would as the hon. member had to say it 
would not. 

Mr. McMA!JT.ER: How do you know? 
Mr. ALAND sn,id he believed it would co:-;t 

that amount. \Vhen that line was before the 
Committee last year, the Government were asked 
what was the estimated amount of compensation 
that would have to be paid for the land to be 
resumed for the railway. They could not tell. 
\Vhat position were they in now-twelve months 
afterwards? They could not tell even now what 
the cost of land resumption would be. He con
sidered the Government ought to be able to tell ; 
they ought to be able to give the Connnittee a 
very good idea of what the resum)'tion of the 
land would cost. But they could do, or would 
do, nothing of the sort. Yet members on 
that side of the Committee had tried to force 
it down his throat that he would be stulti
fying himself by voting against the proposals 
of tlw Government. He distinctly stated, when 
they brought forward their railway proposals, 
that he held himself free to vote against any one 
of them if he chose, and he should cer-tainly do 
so. He regarded that line as one which was not 
wanted. He did not believe in the amendment of 
the hon. member for Stanley. He would far rather 
see the line thrown out altogether. They did 
not want the railway brought into Creek street. 
The Government, when that railway was before 
the Committee on a previous occasion, stated that 
it was to be a pas"engerstation. But what did they 
find now? From the hon. member for _Mary
borough, who appeared to be in the secrets of the 
Government, they learned that they were to have 
a goods shed and an expensive station. \Vas 
that to be clone for £175,000? Nothing· of the 
sort. His experience of the present station had 
been different from the experience of most h,m. 
members on that point, and he was often at the 
station. He did not see any want of room there 
nor any crush. He took a friend there on one 
occasion and he said, ''Dear me, what a dead and 
alive place it is!" Of course, he was from Sydney. 
The railway station in Roma ,treet would answer 
all their pm·poses for a long time to come. 
The Fortitude V alley rail way line was purely a 
matter of convenience; it was not a matter of 
necessity, and in times like the present he con
tended it was necessitous works, and not lines 
for the mere convenience of a few of the travel
ling public which should be undertaken. The 
Premier had said that the line would lJa}. He 
(:Mr. Aland) could not, fnr the life of him, see 
how it was going to pay. It was not a line 
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which would increase traffic. They were told 
that it was a through line to the North coast ; 
but it would not increase traffic on that particular 
line. Then they were told that it was a suburban 
line to meet the Sandgate line ; but that would 
not increase traffic on the Sandgate line. How 
then was the traffic to be increased, and how 
was ~he interest on that expensive line to be met? 
He thought it would simply be a waste of money 
at the present time to incur the expenditure 
which that railway would involve. When the 
railway returns were falling off in the manner 
in which they had done, and when the 
Treasurer had come down to that House with a 
very heavy deficit, it was too bad for the 
Government to try and force a line like that on 
the Committee. \Vhy did not the Government, 
one and all of them, get up and defend the line? 

The PREMIER : Because we should only bn 
repeating what has been already said. 

Mr. ALAKD : Because they could not. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL said he wished to say a 

word or two more on the subject. He thought a 
line of that sort should be referred to a select 
committee who were unprejudiced in the matter. 
He was aware that there was a committee of the 
sort in the Council, and he did hope that this 
time they would very carefully discharge their 
duty. He believed it would be a good thing if 
all lines of that kind were referred to a select 
committee ; it was so in the House of Commons. 

:\fr. FOXTOJ\': They are private lines there, 
and constructed under private Bills. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said it would htwe the 
effect of taking away the political element which 
entered into matters of that kind. He was 
perfectly well aware that the hon. member for 
Carnarvon had his own little " axe to grind." 
Very likely he was like the hon. meml,er for 
South Brisbane, who was very much afraid that 
his Melbourne-street terminus would not be 
effected if he voted against the railway for 
:Fortitude V alley. He maintained that the 
whole of the arguments that had been advanced 
that evening showed that the Fortitude Valley 
line was the most expensive and extravagant 
luxury they could possibly indulge in at the 
present time. 

Mr. FOXTON said he was sorry that his 
suggestion that the lines dealt with in the House 
of Commons were constructed by private indi
vidual,; under private Bills should have cansed 
the hon. member for Cook to accuse him of having 
an "axe to grind." The hon. gentleman surely 
forgot that he himself had shown that ha was 
personally interested in blocking the Fortitude 
V alley line when he said he had a very large 
interest in the city. Was he an hon. member 
to accuse somebody else of having an "axe 
to grind " ? Did he mean to say that he (Mr. 
:Foxton) had a personal interest in that line? 
He did not know what the hon. member meant 
when he said he had an "axe to grind," and he 
indignantly deuied that he had an" axe to grind." 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: The \Varwick and 
St. George Railway. 

Mr. }'OXTO~ said if he did desire that line 
it was certainly not as big an ''axe to grind" as 
the hon. member had. At all events, he would 
support it, becanse he believed it was for the 
good of the country. He certainly had no per
sonal interest whatever in the matter, and it 
was not the only one he intended to support. 
There werE: several others which he would mte 
for ; he had already voted for two or three that 
evening-at any rate he did not op]Jose them. That 
was not because he had any more connection 
with those lines than he had with the one now 
before the Committee. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put, and the 
Committee divided 

An;s, 26. 

Sir S. ,,~. Griffith, Jfessrs. Rntledge, ::\files, Dickson, 
Dutton, }foreton, Bulcock, Smyth, ::.'liellor, Isambert, 
Jordan, White, Buckltmd, Mc:lfastcr, Kates, Waketielcl, 
S. IV. Brooks, Salkeld, Stevens, Shcridan, Foxton, 
Anncar, Bailey, Higson, l\Iacfarlanc, and Ilorwitz. 

XOES, 25. 
l\:Iessrs. Xorton, Chubb, l\Iacrossan. Jessop, Foote, 

Aland, Lumlcy Hill, Camp bell, Lalor, Black, Stevenson, 
Kellett, Pa.ttison, Govctt., Donaldson, Xelson, Palmer, 
Ussner, Philp, 1r. Rrookes, :Jlurphy, I.Yallace, Adams, 
Hamilton, and ::.'1Ic1Yhannell. 

Question resolved in t.he affirmative. 

Original que§tion put, and the Committee 
divided:-

Atr:s, 25. 
Sir S. IV"". Griffith, :1Iessrs. Rntledge, l\files, Dickson, 

Dutton, l\Iorcton, Sheridan, Poxton, Stevens, Salkeld, 
S. IY. Brooks, Kates, 'Vakefield, Mc:J.faster, Annear, 
Buckland, \Yhite, Jordan, Isambert, "Mellor, Smyth, 
Bulcock, Bailey, Horwitz, and ::\Incfarlane. 

XoEs, 25. 

:Jfes.srs. Korton, Chubb, ;\facrossan, Pa..lmer, Donaldson, 
Atlams, :J.Icl,Vhannell, Ha.miHon, .Jessop, .Aland, Lissner, 
Philp, Kellett, Govctt, Poote, Pattisou, Stevenson, Black, 
L:tlor. ~elson, Camp bell, Lumley Hill, 1-Vallace, Higson, 
and :Jiurplly. 

The CHAIRMA~: There being a tie, it rests 
with n1e to give 1ny casting vote. I am not going 
to say how I should vote if my vote detc·rrnined 
;.he question and prevented its further considera
tion ; but, as the final issue rests in another 
place, I shall g!ve my vote with the "Ayes," and 
the question i' therefore resolved in the affirma
tive. 

Mr. STEVEJ\'SON: Such a thing was never 
clone in this House before. 

On the motion of the MINISTER }'OR 
\VORKS, the House resumed, and the CHAIR· 
li!AN reported the resolution to the House. 

The Ml::'USTER FOR WORKS moved that 
the resolution be now adopted by the House. 

Question put, and the House divided :

An;s, 26. 

SirS. 1.:V. Griffi.th, 3-Iessr~. Rutledge, Dickson, Dutton, 
}files, ~Ioreton, Poxton, Stevens, Sheridan, Salkeld, 
}fc:Jiaster, s. \V, Brooks, Kates, 1,\'akelield, Annear, 
Buckland, 1,Vhlte, Jordan, Isarnbert, :Jiellor, Eulcock, 
Smyth, }1raser, Bailey, Horwitz, and l\iacfarlane. 

Nags, 25. 

:J.:Icssrs. Norton, Chubb, )facrossan, Hamilton, Aland 
Black, Adams, Kelson, Lalor, Jessop, Camp bell, Kellett, 
Pattison, S~cvenson, Lissnm~, GoYett, Philp, l>alm~r, 
Wallace, H1gson, ~Iurphy, l\1c1Vhannell, Lumley Hill, 
Foote, and Donaldson. 

Que8tion resolved in the affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
CHAIR:I!AN'S CASTING VOTE. 

The PRE:\IIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! move 
that this House do now adjourn. It is proposed 
to-morrow to go on with the remaining 1notions 
standin" in the name of the Minister for W arks, 
and if they are disposed of early in the evening, 
as I hope they will be, the business will then 
stand on the paper in the same order as to· day. 

Mr. STEVENSON said: Mr. Speaker,- I 
wish to explain why I called out "Divide" just 
now. I called for a division thinking that the 
Chairman of Committees would have the decency 
after the vote he gave in the last division-such 
a vote as that was never given in this Jiouse 
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before by the Chairman of Committees, who has 
a! ways, when a tie has taken place, especially on 
a money matter, given his vote so as to leave the 
question open to further consideration-I say I 
called for a division, thinking the Chairman of 
Committees would at any rate have the decency 
to walk out of the Chamber, and leave the matter 
to your decision, as he should have done, instead 
of giving a vote on party grounds. ·whatever 
interest you might have in the railways, I am 
perfectly satisfied that you would have given 
your decision in another way than that in which 
the Chairman of Committees did. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I rise to 
defend an officer of the House, who has been 
unjustly attacked. It is a very unusual thing 
for hon. members to get up and abuse an officer 
of the House because they do not agree with the 
way he has given his vote. The Chairman of 
Committees gave his vote in strict accordance with 
parliamentary practice. A resolution adopted 
in committee has to be reported to the House and 
has no effect unless it is adopted by the House, and 
the Chairman of Committees was perfectly right, 
therefore- he was acting perfectly in accord
ance with precedent-in giving his casting vote 
so that the question might be considered by 
the House. By voting in any other way he 
would have prevented the House from deciding 
the question. It is not usual to discuss the 
Chairman's action in this way, but, an attack 
having been made, I thought it my duty to take 
notice of it. 

Mr. NORTON said : Mr. Speaker,-! do not 
propose to discuss the question, but I do say 
that the argument brought forward by the leader 
of the Government might be met very easily, 
because many questions that might be decided 
in the same way are not decided lJy the House. 
However, I think it would be just as well if we 
adjourned amicably. 

Mr. FRASER said: Mr. Speaker,-I think it 
will be admitted by hon. members on both sides 
of the House that whenever I have been called 
upon to give a casting vote I have acted in an 
impartial manner. 

HONOJJRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FRASER: I knew the vote I was giving 
was not deciding the question ; it was leaving it 
open to be decided elsewhere. Besides that, I 
was perfectly iu order. According to the prac
tice of the House of Commons neither the Chair
man of Committees nor the Speaker is called 
upon to assign any reason whatever for the vote 
he gives. They are at liberty to give the vote 
according to their own opinion, whatever effect 
it may have upon the question before the House. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Before 
you put the motion for :;tdjournment, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to ask the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Government a question. We 
were told when the hon. Minister for vVorks 
placed this batch of railway plans on the table, 
that when some progress-or considerable pro
gress, I am not certain which-was made with 
this batch, the second would be laid on the table. 
Can the second batch not be laid on the table to
morrow so as to expedite business? vVe have 
made some progress to-night ; so far, all the rail
ways the Government have proposed this evening 
have been carried. That is considerable pro
gress ; about half the batch has been wiped off; 
and I would like the hon. gentleman to answer 
that question before we adjourn. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! asked 
my hon. colleague the same question a few 
minutes ago-whether those plans could be laid 
on the table to-morrow-because I thought it very 

degirable that it should be done, if possible. My 
hon. colleague informs me that one or two of 
them are not quite ready, but as soon as they are 
he will lay them all on the table. 

Mr. ALAND said : Mr. Speaker,-! might 
throw ont the suggestion that if all the plans 
referred to by the Minister for W or!cs last week 
are not ready, he might bring forward the 
Drayton deviation, which, I know, has been 
ready in bis office for some time. 

Question put an<l passed. 
The Hrmse adjourned at seventeen minutes 

past 10 o'clock. 




