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1222 Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Monday, 2u Octoue1', 1885. 

Quc,.,tion.-f)npply.-Adjourmncnt. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QU:ESTION. 
Mr. ]'ERGL'SO~ (for Mr. Hamilton) asked 

the l:olonial Secretary--
If the IIump)~lJong and Sanllgatc Regatta eommittce 

have been allowed tlle nse of the "Olter" :-and, if so, 
arc they allO\ved to chargi' for admission to that ve:::;:-;cl !' 

The COLONIAL S.ECRETARY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith) replied-

The "Otter" has been lent to tl!C committee of the 
IInmpybong and Sa.ndgate Regatta, for use as ~L flag
ship. 011 the :Jth XOYClllbCl'. rl'llCy propose to make H. 

charge of 4;;. for admittance on board, as has been 
n~nal in f:evcral simibtr cases, and the Government have 
not raised any objection to their tloing so. 

SUPPLY. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA

SUllER (Hon. ,J. R Dickson), the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House "'"""1 ve<l itself into 
Committee further to consider the Supply to be 
granted to Her :Majesty. 

The l\UKISTER FOTI WOHKS, in moving 
that a sum not exceeding £12,!)32 be granted for 
salaries and contingencies, Public \Vorks Depart
ment, said the first items were the same as last 
year, bnt in the lmilding bmnch there was an 
increa~e of £200. There wa"'' one adclitiont1l 
clraftsman at £250; three cadets at £50 each, 
£180; and one foreman of works at £225. 
There was a decrease of £300 in "temporary 
a'sistance," and a reduction of £125 in the 
salary of the foreman of works. That arose 
through lHr. Eerguson, who received a salary of 
£350, being transferred to the 1£duct1tion Depart
ment, and a new officer being appointed at £225. 
In the bridge department there was an increase 
of £1,300-an additional clraftsman at £250; a 
cadet at £50 ; ono foreman of works at £250, 
and three bridge overseers at £250, being 
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appointed. The last three officers had not, as a 
matter of fact, been appointed, but they would 
be required in carrying out the contracts that 
had been let for a bridge at Mackay across the 
Pioneer River, a bridge across Hoss Creek at 
Townsville, and a bridge over the Annan Hiver. 
Those bridges had been let by contract, and the 
bridge overseers were necessary to supervise the 
work. The total increase on the whole vote wtts 
,£1,500. 

Mr. ALAND said that perhttps the Minister 
for \Vorkb would inform the Committee when 
the lunatic asylum at Toowonmba was to be 
built. Some three months ago that question was 
asked, and the reply recei vGd then was that 
owing to pressure of business in the Colonittl 
Architect's department and the want of drafts
men it would take ttbout three months for the 
plttns and specifications to be ready. He would 
like to know whether the plans and specifictttions 
were put in httnd yet, and wheu the department 
was likely to call for tenders ? He would also 
ask the hon. gentleman, seeing that three bridg·e 
overseers were to be ttppointed, whether it was 
the intention of the GoYernment to send out of 
the colony for thosE" overseers? 

The MINISTEl~ FOR WORKS: No. 
Mr. ALAND sttid he was glad to hear the 

hon. gentlen1an say "No," because there had 
been complaints going about that it had been 
the habit to import that eort of talent or lttbour 
when it was required. 

The MIKISTER FOR \YORKS said the 
plans referred to by the hon. member were in 
hand ttnd tts soon as they were finished the 
department would cttll for tenders for the work. 
There Wtts a good dmtl of work to he done by the 
department, tts hon. members must know, and 
it would take some time to get it all under· 
weigh. However, he would promise the 
hon. member that the matter he httd men· 
tioned would be proceeded with with tts 
little delay as possible. \Vith reference to the 
appointment of bridge oveeseers, he could aswre 
hem. members that after the very severe lecture 
he httd had on a J!l'evions occttsion in connection 
with the appointment of tt foreman of works, 
which was made on the recommendation of the 
Colonial Architect, and after a good deal of 
persuasion, he Wtts not likely to repeat what he 
did then, and, except for some very strong 
rettson, he would not ttppoint anyone outside 
the colony. 

Mr. ALAND said he would accept the assu
rance of the hon. gentleman in reference to the 
lunatic asylum at Toowoomba, but ttt the same 
time he would point ont that the money for that 
work was voted six or seven years ago, and, 
although questions had been asked about it every 
year, the matter httd been in ttbeyance ever 
since. They were in hopes two years ago that 
the work would he pressed on then, but reallv it 
promised to be tts notorious as the Aliora 
court-house. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he would like some 
information with reference to public buildings 
which had been authorised by the Committee. 
'rhe Minister for vVorks had told them just now 
that it would take tt long time to get some of the 
works underweigh, and no doubt it would ttt 
the present rate of progress. \Vould it not be 
adYisable to employ outside tttlent for !'ome 
of the smaller buildings in order that they 
might be pushed on? He would like the 
hon. gentleman to inform the Committee when 
it was proposed to proceed with the new 
post-office, Fortitude Valley, and the new 
Custom-honse? On inquiry about the matter 
at the department, he (JYlr. Beattie) fonncl 
that the Colonial Architect was so busy that 

even the Colonial Treasurer had stticl he believed 
he would be compelled to call for tenders for the 
Custom-honse outside the department of the 
Colonial Architect, so as to get the plans of 
the building. He (Mr. Beattie) was told that 
the Colonial Architect, who was no doubt a 
clever professional man, was so particnlttr in con
nection with his plans that he submitted the 
most minute drawings before tenders were 
called for the work. If that was the case 
the prepartttion of plans wonld no clonbt take 
a long time, but he wtts also informed that 
after the detailed drttwings were given to 
the successful tenderer alterations were mttde in 
them nearly every week. If thttt was true no 
doubt the Minister for vVorks would httve some 
difficulty in getting the necessctry works which 
had been authorised by the Committee executed 
with anything like expedition. Six months J>go 
a promise was made that the Fortitude V alley 
post-office would be started immediately, and he 
(JYlr. Beattie) ttccepted that promise and had 
waited quie.tly to see it carried out, bnt no 
at tern pt had yet been made to fulfil the 
promise. Again he would ask whether, if the 
depttrtment was so pre;;sed, it would not be 
advisable to cttll for tenders for plttns for some of 
the smaller buildings, from professional men in 
the colony or out of the colony-he did not cttre 
which, so long as the work was clone? The 
Colonial Architect would then be able to g·et 
ahead of his work, probably. He would also 
ask whether the Government had decided to 
accept any of the tenders sent in for the public 
offices in Brisbane, for which money wtts voted 
last session ? 

The J\IINISTEll FOR WORKS said if it wtts 
the wish of the Committee that some of the work 
should be done by private tender he would be 
willing to comply with their request; but he httd 
sorne hesitation in incurring any large expendi
ture in that way. Of course, no provision was 
made for it on the Estimates. However, 
he hoped that in ttbout six months the depart
ment would be able to get ahettd of their work. 
\Vith reference to the new public ofi:ces, tenders 
had been called for two or three times. As it 
wtts tt very heavy job the Colonial Architect 
>tdvised that tenders should first be called for the 
foundation. That W:ls done ; but not a single 
tender was sent in for the erection of the public 
offices-whether it was that the specifications 
were over strict or not he did not know. 
Tenders were again called for both in Queens
land and in the southern colonies, but the 
only tender received was from tt locttl firm, 
and that was tt long wtty ttbove the estimate. 
:Fresh tc:,clers had been called for, but with 
what success he did not know. :From informa
tion he had received he believed that the con
trttctors looked upon the Colonial Architect as 
being very particular in connection with his 
work, and that was probably the reason why 
tenders were so high as a rule. He did not know 
whether that w"s so or not, but he knew there 
had been a difficulty in getting tenders for the 
new public offices. It wn.s con.,idered at first 
that some of the nmterial would have to be got 
from out of the colony ; bnt the Government 
cttme to the conclusion that there was sufficient 
suitable materittl in the colony to put up build
ings of any description. 

Mr. MACFARLANE asked whether the 
Minister for vVorks woulfl inform the Committee 
when tenders would be called for the construc
tion of the bridge at West End, Ipswich. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had 
been asked whether he would get Mr. Stanley to 
inspect the place and make an ~stimate ; but he 
was not aware that there was any intention to 
cttll for tenders. Mr. Stanley had inspected the 
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locality and clesigned a bridge, but he (the 
Minister ior Works) did not know "here the 
money for its construction was to corne frnn1. 
He was not aware that the Government lmrl 
made any promise of a bridge there, but he was 
aware that something would have to be clone, 
because the traffic acrosR the present bridge was 
somewhat dangerous owing to the freqnent 
shunting of trains across the bridge. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said he was not referring 
to the bridge across the Bremer in Ipswich J•roper, 
but the bridge at the west encl-what was ca1led 
Little Ipswich-or the One-mile Bridge. The 
old bridge was built twenty years ago and was 
now in a very dangerous state. He wa.s given to 
understanrl by an hon. gentleman not now pre
sent that a promise bad been made that a now 
bridge should be built as soon as possible and 
that the site had been surveyed. 

The MINISTER FOR WOllKS said the 
bridge had been inspected for the purpose of 
ascert:>ining whether it could be put in repair or 
whether a new bridge would be required, an<l 
the inspector recommended that a new bridge 
should be built. He could not say just now 
what the new bridge would cost. As bridges 
were under discussion he might as well give 
hon. members some information on what had 
been clonE' with the vote for bridges on main 
roads. The contract price for an iron bridge 
over the Annan River was £18,414. The bridge 
across the Endeavour was aJ,;o an iron bridge. He 
bad come to the conclusion that iron bridges were 
best for tidal river,,, bec;wse wooden piles soon 
becmne useless on account of cobra. The HUill of 
£'1,879 was re<JUired for the bridge over the 
Endeavour River. The bridge over the Pioneer at 
l\Iackay, which was also an iron bridge, would cost 
£2ii,548-that was the contract price. He was 
giving the prices for which the contracts had been 
let. The bridge across Ross Creek, at Towns
ville, was to be a s\ving bridge, to allo\v sea-goi11g 
vessels to pass up the creek- he hardly thought 
the swing necessary himself-and that bridge 
was to cost £18,091. Then there was the bridge 
erected across the Tallebudgera to connect the 
the road in accor(h1nce \Vith a prmni."'e rnade by 
the previous Government to the New South 
'Wales Government. That bridge had been built 
at a cost of £1,800. Then it was proposed to 
bnild a bridge at Clermont, another at Etchell's 
Falls on the l\J:ary River, and one at Surat across 
the Balonne. The last was very badly wanted; 
the present bridge was on a 1nain road and 
was in such a clilapiclated state that the first 
heavy flood would carry it away. That 
bridge was not well constructed at first. A 
bridge was to be built over Gicleon Creek, and 
there was to be one over the l'viarv Hiver near 
Gympie. Those were all the ne\v bridges at 
present under consideration. After providing for 
the construction of all those, and the repairs of 
some others, there would be a balance of .£70.000 
rernainingfro1n the vote. rrhe Goondiwindi bridge 
needed some repairs, and so did the bridge at 
\Varwick, the repairs to which wonlrl cost £752. 
It would take £285 to repair the bridge across 
Myall Creek, Dalby ; and a sum of £234 was 
required for the repair of another bridge. Hon. 
members would see th[tt he had not selected any 
particular locality in which to expend the vote 
on account of repairs. He had been guided to a. 
great extent by the considemtion as to 
whether the divisional bo:trcls were in a 
position to put the bridges in repair or not. 
There was another bridge which had been com. 
pletecl over the Boolburra Creek. The divisional 
board was entirely unable to carry out the work, 
and the old bridge there had becom" dangerous. 
The new bridge was built of iron, at a cost of 
£1,(H0, and would be, comparatively speaking, 

everlasting. The whole of the new bridges con
tracted for would all prove to be substantial 
strnctnres, and it would be a very long time 
before the country would have tu borrow money 
to repbee them. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said the 
:Minister for \Vorks hacl enumerated tenders 
,which lmrl been acceptecl for bridges to an 
amount which left a balance of about £70,000 
nnexplained. The account for bridges had been 
in some way muddled up, no distinction being 
made between the money voted from Loan 
Estimate' and the vote from surplus revenue. 
rerha)JS it was that the l'viinister h!td not spoken 
diotinctly, aR we~s sometimes the caP.e with him; 
but in any case he (Sir T. Mcllwraith) h[tcl 
not hearrl him explain the allotment of the sur
plus revenue item. The Minister hacl given 
some information about the Annan River, J\Iac
lnLy, Ross Creek, and Jj~ndeavour bridges, but 
beyond that he (Sir T. Mcllwmith) was unable 
to follow the hem. gentleman. He supposed, 
however, that those four bridges accounted for 
£100,000 of the loan money voted last year. 

The l\IINISTEH l<'OR WORKS: No. 
Tht> HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said that 

v: hat he wanted to uncler,,tand was what had 
been clone with the amount voted from the 
surplus revenue left by the late Government. 
\Y ould the Minister kindly account for that 
SUlll? 

The MI:NISTER FOil WORKS said there 
was a sum of £30,000 voted from surplus revenue, 
another sum of £1i'>,OOO was placed on the Rsti
nmtes for bridges over 1nain rcadR, and there 
was .£100,000 on the Loan Estimates, making 
altogether tH5,000 for bricl~es. 'l'he £1G,OOO 
was voted bst year. 

The HoN. ,J. M. l'viACIWSS"·\X aske<l what 
was the amonnt of the contract for the bridge 
over the Endeavour River? 

The l\HNISTER EOR WORKS said the 
contract for the J<:ndeavour Hiver Bridge 
amounted to £"1, 870 Ss., and that it had to be 
completed by the 12th Augnst, 188G. He wonlcl 
re:.cd out the amounts for the four principal 
bridges:-- Annan River Bridge 1 £18~414 15!-;.; 
Pioneer River Bridge, £25,048; Ross Creek 
Bridge, Towns,'ille,, £1,809; anrl the Endeavour 
Bridge, Cooktown, £4,879 8,,. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he was very ghcl that the 
l\Iinistcr hacl given Bn n1uch infonnation [!,bout 
the new bridges. No doubt all the bridges 
referred to were required; but there was another 
to which he would invite the J\Iinister's atten
tion. He had understood the Minhter to say 
that in inviting tenders for those bridges he bacl 
taken into consideration the divisional boards. 
and several of the items lw bad mentioned were 
for bridges which were connected with streets of 
1nunicipalities. Smne brjdges were in divisions, 
and some were very nece;.:;:sary on tho n1ain ro::t<h 
in the interior of the colony. The one he desired 
to particubrly refer to was the one he had 
before mentioned to the JYiinister, who, however, 
said he conlclnot rebuild it at present, as all the 
bridge money was done. Something like £GG,OOO 
of the £14il,OOO a\ aihtble hacl been spent on four 
bridges, and the balance of the money had been 
ab;;orhed. The bridge he wished to speak of was 
on a main road, and he alluded, in short, to the 
Bowen Bridge. The chairman of the Ithaca 
])ivision wrote to hiln smne days ago asking him, 
as the represenkttive of another division, to wait 
on the .:\Iinister for \Vorks and to call hi' atten
tion to the state of the Bowen Bridge. It was a 
structure which had been in existence for many 
years, and fro!n the information he had received 
it \Vas now in a. very dangerm18 state. In
dE,1_:d, if son1ething was not done to it soon 
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there might possibly be an accid.ent. Some 
day the whole bridge would go into Breakfast 
Creek, and the whole traffic on the northern 
road woul<l be stopperl. The Minister might 
fairly send the engineer down to examine the 
bridge and see if he could do justice to the locality. 
The J\fini,;ter himself went out there sometimes, 
and he rnight .be on the bridge when an ~1ccident 
took place. He hoped that would not happen, 
hemtuso then they would lose the hon. mem!Jer. 
He assured the Committee that the people in the 
district were very anxious that something should 
be done. 

The MINISTER :b'OR WORKS said he was 
sorry the money had ever been voted, because it 
was a source of endless trouble to him. He had 
endeavoured to do his ·best in fairness to all 
parties concerned, and whenever the funds of a 
divisional board were very low he had come 
formtrd with assistance. \Vhere a wealthy 
diviRional board 'vas concerned, such as the on'e 
the hon. member for :b'ortitude Valley referred 
to, he would like to make some terms with them. 
He was inclined to think that the work was too 
heavy for a divisional board to undertake alto
gether, and if the hon. tnember, who waR chair
man of the board, vvas vdlling- to come to so1ne 
terms he would be very glad indeed to render 
wbat assistance he could towards putting the 
bridge in repair. 

Mr. B:B;ATTIE said he could hardly follow 
the Minister for \Vorks when he 'aid the Gov
ernrrwnt \Yere ready to assist divh.,ional boards 
when they were not in funds. That was simply 
holding out a premium to improvident boards 
to waste money, because the moment they 
Lecame insolvent or in a state of impecnnic"ity 
the Government would help them. The Booroodtt
bin Board always met their expenses; they did not 
borrow money, ttnd they kept their yearly ex pen· 
diture within their income. \Vhat he wanted to 
point out wtts that it ·would not matter to the 
Booroodabin Boarrl if the bridge tun1bled down 
to-morrow; but they were mlXiotm that the out
side divisions should not suffer. The whole of the 
revenue tlmt the division received from the ROuth· 
ern side of the bridge was £47 a year; and they 
could hardly be expec~ed out of that to construct 
a bridge over a tidal river for the benefit of three 
other divisions outside. They were ready to 
keep the road in repair, and they had s'pent 
£1,200 on it. The people of the northern dis· 
trict would be put to serious iucon venience if 
anything happened to the bridge, and his division 
wtts quite willing to give all the assistance it 
could. 

The MIKIST}~R FOR WORKS said the 
hon. mernber \Vas extrernely fortunat€l in being 
the chairman of a divisional board that only had 
a few chains of road to keep in repair. It was a 
very different thing with divisional boards that 
had a long distance of roacb to repair, with only 
a spar;e population. He thought the divisionttl 
board the hon. member was chairman of, con· 
sidering· its large revenue and the short distance 
of roads it had to keep in repair, might very well 
contribute something towards keeping the bridge 
in repair. 

Mr. BUCKLAKD said the hridgereferred to lw 
the hon. member for .Fortitude v,illey was in any
thing but a satisfactory state of repair. Part of 
it was Luilt by the Government a!Jout seven 
years ago, but the larger pa,rt of it was con
structed previous to separation. It was now 
getting into a very bad condition, and had cost 
the Toombul Board during the present year 
for temporary repairs over £100, and last 
year over £1()0. The Toombul Board last year 
had a grant from the Treasury of about £70 out 
of the bridge vote, but since then when he 
(Mr. Buckland) applied for some of tlmt vote 

the Minister for \V orks informed him it was all 
expended. He could only say that the Toomhul 
Board, and he thought the Booroodabin Board, 
would have to take into consideration the con
struction of a new iron bridge over that creek, 
for the trusses of the present ono were in a very 
bad state. He believed the Tntmway Company 
were anxious to cross the creek ; but he did not 
think the Lridge was at present in a condition to 
carry the extra weight. He hoped the vttrious 
Loards concerned would be able to armnge with 
the Governn1ent for smne a.s:5istance in the con~ 
struction of a new hritlge. The tncffic was largely 
increasing, and he believed there was no other 
bridge, with the exception of Victoria Bridge, 
that had as much. While on the subject of 
bridges, he would like to ask the ::Yiinister if it 
was intended to construct a bridge over the 
Logan, between the Logan agricultural reserve 
and the Logan Village? The settlers on the north 
side of the river, although they were within half
a-mile of the railway station, had no means of 
getting across except in their own boats. He 
would be glad to know if the Minister had any 
idoa of meeting the board in the construction of 
a bridge at that point? 

The MINISTEH :b'OR WOHKS sttid he 
had httd applications . on the subject from 
the people about the Logan ; but there were 
three divisional boards concerned, and he thought 
they might contribute towards the expense. 
There were n1any bridges, of \Vhich he had got a 
list, which would have to be constructed out of 
the funds available. It v.rould be utterly im
possible to get money to construct bridges all 
over the colony where they were wante<l. There 
were three boctrds connected with the bridge 
over Breakfa,;t Creek, and there were also three 
boards concerned in the bridge over the Logan. 
He might inform the hon. member for Bulimba 
that the Uovermnent had eJrendy built a bridge 
over Bulimba Creek, and he supposed the hon. 
member wanterl half-a-dozen more. 

::VIr. ARCHER said that person,; living down 
here near the settt of government had '" gre»t 
ad vantage in thnt respect. They hatl bunches of 
divisional boards and municipalities, and conld 
bring a g·ood deal of pressure on the J\linister for 
\Vorks. It should be remembered, too, that 
with their large populations they could build 
bridges far easier than many of the larger 
divisions in "·hich the population was scanty. 
Some of the Loards in charge of the larger 
divisions had as much as 100 miles of 
road in one rlirect line within their boun
dnries. The divisional board in charge of the 
division in which he lived and paid rates 
levied the highest rates that could be imposed 
by law; but they had a road of over 100 miles in 
length in a direct line, over which for the greater 
part the rnctil coaches had to run, and they had 
tn cross creeb as best they could. The people 
in the <livisions about Brisbane could bettr the 
highc.st rating, and they mnst bear in mind that 
they had a larger population in one of their clivi· 
sions than in two or three of the divisions in 
charge of boards having hnndrecls of miles of 
road to look after. The Mini.ster for vV orb 
was right to take into consideration the money 
voted for the whole colony, and set himself 
against the inroads mrtde upon him by people 
living actually in Brisbane and around it. It 
should Le remem!Jerecl thttt a!Jout Bris!Jane was 
not (iueenslaml nltog"ether. 

Mr. BEA'l'TIE said he was very sorry to hear 
the hon. member's last remark.;. 

:;vrr. ARCHEI-\,: Which remark"? 
:\Ir. BEATTIE said he was sorry to hear the 

hon. member's remilrks about the people about 
Brisbane. He could tell the hon. member that 
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his board had never been near the Minister for 
'vVorks to make an application of that kind; it wtts 
abo~1t the last thing they would do. They were 
too mdependent for that. They could ask the 
previous Ministers if the ratepayers of the Boo
roodabin Division ever went to them, ttnd they 
would tell them ":1\ o." He was glad the dis
cussion had taken place, because by a discus
sion upon a vote of that kind they got a lot 
CJf useful information. He hoped the information 

iven to the i\linister for 'vVorks woul<l have the 
desired effect. 'The Minister for 'vVorks had 
made one or two stattrnents which showed 
that he knew very little about the localities 
of which he had spoken. The hon. gentle
man, speaking of the case he had mentioned, 
said there were only a few chains of road. It 
should be r•Jmem berecl that in those thickly 
populated localities they really had to make 
streets, and not roads. He could tell the 
Minister for \Vorks that the Booroodabin Board 
had tltirty-fi ve miles of streets, not roads, to 
keep in repair, or to get into repair. They spent 
as much upon one mile of a road in the 
divt~ions around the city as was spent, perhaps, 
upon fifty miles of roa.ds in outside cli visions, 
because they had to form macada,mised roads. 
He would simply ask the Minister for \Vorks to 
let his engine-er report upon the bridge, and 
satisfy the people using the same, as to whether 
it was safe for traffic or not. Some localities 
laboured under very serious difficulties so far as 
rates were concerned. The bridge he spoke of 
was nearly a mile and a-third from the muni
cipal boundary, and the whole of the rates paid 
upon the road amounted only to £47. There 
were the hospital buildings and gmunds on 
the road and they paid no rates; the ]'\ ational 
Assocbtion Grounds po,id no rates ; the Acclima
tisation Grounds and Victoria P<uk, on the same 
road, paid no rates; and the consequence was that 
it be0ame a great hardship on the few ratepayers 
in that locality. Persons u"ing the bridge an<l 
living outside the division asked their assistance 
in repairing the bridge, and said they were 
selfish when they did not assist them. They 
would be very glad to assist them, but the fact 
was they hetd not the money. 'l'hey kept the 
ro:td in good repair for their u.se, and tlwre was 
a very heavy traffic upon it; but when they W8re 
asked to repair the bridge they simply said that 
there was no revenue from their rates to meet 
their wishes. 

The MIN'ISTETI FOll WOUKS said he had 
no objection whateYer to the engineer reporting 
upon the bridge. The hrm. member knew that 
the Booroodetbin Divisional Doard re.cei,·ed a 
considerable revenue from the omnibnse·; tmvel
ling over the road, and they got the Govern
ment endowment upon that. 

HoxougABLll l\lE~IBE!l~ : ::'<o, no! 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that, 
at all events, the Booroodabin Divisional Board 
received a considcmule revenue from the omni
buses running on that road. 

The HoN. J. M. l\IACROSSAN said there 
could be no question about the importance of 
the road and the bridge mentioned by the hon. 
member for Fortitude V et!ley. That road was 
one of the main outlets of the city; in fact, it 
was the main outlet for the northern part of the 
city. The repair of the bridge was et qnestinn 
which would better come before the United 
Municipality than before the Government. 
It was not so pressing a matter for that 
Committee ets for the body he spoke of. It 
wets not only the Booroodabin Divisional 
Board and the boctrds bevoncl it that were 
concerned in that bridge, but the city of Bris
bane was concerned in it as rnuch, if not rnore, 
than either of those boards. There were GO,OOO 

or 70,000 persons living within ten miles of the 
Post Office concerned in that bridge. 'l'o mention 
a case in point~there was the Princes Bridse 
leading into Melbourne from the Emerald Hill 
side: that bridge was about to be rebuilt. He 
was not quite certain whether the whole of the 
cost wets to be borne by the municipalities con
cerned in the bridge; but he knew that, if not 
the whole of the cost, at all events a very large 
portion of it, was to be borne by those munici
palities that made use of it, and the municipality 
of Melbourne in particular. The cost of that 
work would be £130,000. That was a case in 
point for them, because the people there had a 
system of local government similar to that they 
betel here. He thought the l\Iinister for \Vorks 
should be defended from the raids made npon 
him by the rateprtyers in and around Brisbane. 
He fully sympntbised with the hon. member for 
J3lackall in his remarks about boards in the 
country having 100 miles or more of main road 
to keep in repair. Some boards, indeed, had 500 
and even 600 miles, and their funds for the pur
pose were etnything but large. Although the 
roads about Brisbane might cost more to make 
and keep in repair, yet there was a very large 
amount of ratable property upon which the 
money could be raised to make them. The 
;\linister for Works was fully justified in exer
cising great caution in the spending of that vote. 

1\lr. BUCKLAND said that as the Minister 
for \Vorks had promised the hon. member, i\Ir. 
Beat tie, that he would allow the bridge engineer 
to examine the Bowen Bridge, he hoped that he 
would also allow him to exmnine the Breakfast 
Creek Bridge. He eoulclnot say, with the hon. 
member, that the board with which he was 
connected had never asked the Government for 
assistance in bridge-building. They had made 
two applications for assist,cnce to re1mir the 
bridge referred to, and last year they obtained 
£70 for that purpose. But the income of the 
Toombul Board wets far less than that of Bnoroo
dabin. :For the present year it would reach 
something like £2,200, whilst last year it was 
only £1,200. The population was rapidly in
creasing a.nd the neces8ity for irnproving the 
bridge was becorning more imperative every day. 

Mr. NORTON said he could quite understand 
that the Minister for \Vorks, having a large sum 
at his disposal for roads and hridges, would be 
likely to have pressure brought to bear upon 
him for particular works, and in some instances 
not quite fairly. He would suggest to the hon. 
gentleman that et schedule of the bridges proposed 
to be dealt with should be laid on the ta!Jle each 
session. 'rhat might possibly do away with all 
attempts to influence the allotment of the vote. 
He harl noticed in that morning's paper that a 
meeting had taken place of certain gentlemen 
interestecl in the construction of a bridge at 
Bulimba, at which they stated their intention to 
ask the Government to allow them to engage 
Mr. lhniells as their consulting engineer. In the 
event of any such application being made, would 
the hon. gentleman comply with it? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was 
n0t aware of any application of that kind having 
been made. Two gentlemen interested in the 
construction of a bridge over the river at Incloo
roopilly waited upon him a few days ago and 
asked that Mr. Daniells might be allowed to 
inspect their plan". He told them he did not 
think there would be any objection to that, if it 
was done at their ow11 cost. and if Mr. Ihniells 
was willing to do it. ' 

Mr. NORTON said that, according to the 
report in that day's paper, it waii proposed to ask 
the Government to allow i\Ir. Daniells to act as 
consulting engineer for the Bulimba bridge. 
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That was a very different thing from merely 
inspecting the plans. In the event of a re'luest 
of that kind being brought before the Minister 
for vVorks how would he act? 

The MINISTER :I<' OR WOHKS said the hon. 
gentleman might rest assmed that a request of 
that kind would nut be complied with. He 
certainly would never allow an officer in his 
department to act as consulting engineer to any 
private com1mny. The Government would never 
think of such a thing. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said that 
through the course that had been pursued lately 
it was abundantly evident that hon. members 
had done a great wrong to their constituents by 
transferring the responsibility of passing the 
votes for bridge,, from the House to the Govern
nlent. Only six years ago the entire an1ount on 
the Estimates for roads and bridges did not 
amount to more than they voted last year for 
bridges alone. Since that time they had passed 
a law vesting the responsibility for bridges with 
the municipalities and divisional boards. For
merly, all works of that nature to be done were 
set out in the Estimates, and sometimes at the 
end of the vote there was an amount for unfore
seen works that might arise during the year. 
But, itS a rule, everything was scheduled to 
the most minute particulars. In considering 
those proposed works hem. members were 
doing their duty to their constituents-ttnd that 
was the principal part of the work they came 
there to do. However, that system was found to 
lead to abuses. In the first place it took up a 
great deal of their time, and in the second place 
the constituencies that were nearest the capital 
always got the greatest number of items on the 
Estimtttes-those, in fact, who could interview 
the Premier oftenest and bring most pressure 
to ]Jear upon him. The plan that was pro
posed by the Government and agreed to 
by Parliament, to suppress the nuisance con
nected with that syste:n of log-rolling, was 
the Divisional Boards Act. That introduced a 
new set of circumstances itltogether, and the 
responsibility wets thrown upon municipalities and 
divisional boards to do the work in the best way 
they could. They were asked, in substance, t'o 
provide for themselves. But two years ago there 
was a large arnnunt of surplus revenue, and the 
Government of which he was the head proposed, 
and the Government which succeeded them agreed, 
that tlmt surplus shouhl be devoted to cort:cin 
specific workB which were much needed and 
which could not be provided for out of the ordi
nary means at the disposal of divisional bo:uds. 
That was agreed to by Parliament, and although 
it was in some sense '1 violation of the principle of 
loc<~l government, still it was one of those violations 
which were justified by the circumstances of the 
time-namely, that there was sure to be some hitch 
occur before the Local Government Act came fully 
into operation. 'rhe present Government got 
£15,000 on the Estim,ttes last year. They gave no 
information a.s to how that rnoney was going to be 
spent; it was taken completely ont of the hand, 
of Parliament. And not only that, but in the 
last days of the seesion they ttskerl for £100,000 
to be placed to their crerlit out of Lo,tn 
l<'nnd for bridges; so that £115,000 was placed 
at the disposal of the Ministry, or of the 
Minister for \Vorks, without the slightest 
supervision by Parliament, because before that 
money was voted the Government refused, or 
stated that they were not in a position, to 
declare on w bat items it would be spent, and 
no infornnttion on the subject had been given np 
to the present time. \Vhen they were in com
mittee, as they then were, they coulr 1 get a 
certain amount of information as to who was 
responsible for the money actually spent, and he 

ma.intained that they had not been performing 
their duty as members of P:trliament in giv
ing so much power to the Government. The 
:Minister for \Vorks might well come forward 
and complain that he had been bothered so 
much with those votes. if o wonder ! because 
the real fact of the case was that the Govern
ment of which he was the Minister, or Par
liament, had put on his shoulders a responsi
bility that belonged to Parliament itself, and 
it was not at all surprising that he was so 
bothered now. He was actually doing the work 
which Parliament should have done itself, and 
which they were never justified in handing 
over to him or to the Government ; and the 
hon. gentleman now found himself in the 
same trouble that all Governments had been in 
before. Hon. members were under the delusion 
that they were working under local government, 
but the Minister for \VO!'ks had now let them 
into the secret. He wtts in trouble as to how to 
dispose of the money at his command. He had 
a fund of £70,000, twd numberless claims for a, 
portion of it, and he did not know what to do 
with it. He had no doubt the hon. gentleman 
would find a great many suggestions from hon. 
members on both sides as to how he should dis
pose of thnt money, and then he would be in the 
same trouble that he was in now. The rmttter w:ts 
a very seriouB one for l'arliament. He thought that 
as members of Parliament they had been greatly 
to blame in letting the power of superviBing 
the expenditure of that rnoney go out of their 
hands. It was a power th>tt no honest Govern
ment should desire~a powar that properly 
belonged to Parlia1uent and not to any Govern
ment-namely, the disposal of a certain amount 
of money without its destination being pre
scribed by Parliament. That had been done to 
the extent of £115,000. As he said before, they 
never drm11nt of such a thing six years ago. They 
then met every year, and voted so much money 
for such :1 bridge and so much more for another, 
but never thought of such a thing as voting a 
lump sum to the :Minister for \Vorks and telling 
him to do wh<tt he liked with it. The result 
was that the hnn. gentlerrw.n now carne fonvard 
and :tctually pleaded that they should not baclger 
him about that money, bec,,11lse he had been 
bothered so much about it already. It was n 
very serious position, and they, as members of 
Parlimnent, \Vere very n1uch to blame for having 
thrown such a responsillility on the Minister, 
and practic,lly having said, "Do tts you like with 
the money.'' \·Vlmt were they sent there for ? The 
money wM the money nf the people who sent them 
there, and their trust was to see that money 
was properly expended, and how could they see 
it wets properly expended when, ignoring all par
ticulars, they handed it over to the disposai of 
the ~linister for vV orks, who was now in so much 
trouble about it? It Wits a responsibility that 
should never have been attached to any l\1inister. 
They would see the subject in another way if 
they looker! at the estimates of the Minister for 
\V orb. They were asked to vote £12,Ua2. 'rhe 
items making up that sum were rerluced, about 
six years ago, by the change made in the policy 
of the Government, from about £1!),000 to £3,000. 
That change of policy was thatthelncalauthorities 
throughout the colony should perform their own 
work, and the result was that the c3timate of 
the department of Secretary for Public \Vorks 
came to be a comparatively small item-that 
vear it was about a fifth or a fourth of what it 
had been before. Tt was then £14,000 odd, and 
it had crept up~ they being under the delusion 
all the while that they bad got local government 
-until now it amounted to £12,932-only a few 
hundred>l les.s than it was before, without Pttrlia
ment having the slio:htest control over the 
details of the expenditure. He thought the 
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attention of hon. members ought to be called 
to the matter most di:;tinctly, because as long as 
they voted money in that way to he expended by 
the de]'artment they would spend it. They now 
paid large subsidies in the course of the year 
to divisional boards, and at the same time they 
were expending verynearlyasmuch in the depart
ment as they did in 1879, when the Divisional 
Boards Act waR pe~ssed. Ho sympathised with 
the J'vlinister for \Vnrks, hut not at all in the we~y 
in which he wanted sympathy. He could not 
admit that the hon. gentleman did not deserve 
the trouble, because he had brought it on himself; 
and he did not :;ympathise with the J\Iinistry, 
because they also had brought the trouble on 
themselves. It was a trouble that should never 
be on the shoulders of any l'dinistry ; and he 
thought it was a reflection on hon. members 
that they had not attended to their lmsiness in 
Parliament, when they gave to the :Minister, or 
to the Ministry, a power which they should 
always retain in their own hands. 

The HoN. J. M. JYIACHOSSAN said he hall 
something to ask the Minister for \V arks in 
connection with the Colonial Architect's depart
ment. The hon. member for J;'ortitude Valley 
had complained that the post-office in his 
electorate had not been commenced although it 
was promised six months ago; but it was three 
ym>rs since provision was made by the then 
J\Iinistry for a new ])('"t-oflice at 'J'ownsville, and 
nothing had been done with regard to the 
erection of that building yet. Hon. members 
who had visited Townsville must know that the 
present post-office was in a very unsuitable 
position. It was at the far end of the town, 
next to the creek, the town having greatly 
extended in the opposite direction. It was built 
in very early times when Towm;villc was 
not eU]Jposed to lmve the potenti<Llity of 
being such a place as it was now. .A. 
certain snm was voted then, if not four 
years ago ; an amount had been voted since 
then, and still the people seemed as far off as 
ever from realising the new post-office as they 
were three yeare ago. The J'viinister for \Vorks 
invariably complained that the Colonial Archi
tect was overworked; but he (Hon. :\L-. 
Macrossan) thought that complaint had been 
made too often-so often that it hml no weight 
now. It was nude last year also, and he really 
thought it was time that tenders were called for 
that work. He would like the Minister f<.>r 
\Vorks to say what was his intention in the 
matter? He knew that cert<Lin public bodies in 
'l'ownsville complained that they had communi
cated with the hon. gentleman on the subject 
and had received no reply. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman would not treat him in the same 
w:<y, but tell him when the work would be 
cnn1n1enced ? 

The J\iiNISTEE FOH WORKS said it was 
a pity that the hem. member for TownsYille did 
not study that interesting publication, the 
Gm:cnuncnt Ciazcttc, because if he did he wonlll 
have seen that tenders were called for the work 
last Saturday. 

The Hox. J. M. MACIWSSAN said he was 
thankful to the Mini,ter for \Vorks for the infor
nuttion. 

Mr. SALKBLD said be would call the atten
tion of the Committee to a matter that was 
included in that vote. He had been informed 
by contractors that they declined to tender for 
public works in that department in consequence 
of the manner in which inspection was carried on 
by the foreman or architect. He knew ~mne 
nien who had been Ci-overn1nent contractors for 
years, and one of them lmd told him tlmt he 
would decline to teJHler, not bcce~nse he had too 
much other work to do, but because he would not 

be worried by the men who went to inspect 
his work, and who condemned or altered it 
when they evidently did not understand the 
work at all. It was a matter which required 
careful consideration, to see whet her the m on 
who overlooked that work were competent 
to do so or not, as, if they were not, con
tractors would not go in for Government 
work but be content with private work, 
and the Government would be left behind. 
There was a complete dettdlock in the Colonial 
Architect\; de1'artment. There were works to 
be carried out in the various parts of the C(Jlony, 
and the blame was thrown npon the Colonial 
Architect's department. If the blame rested 
there, there ought to be a clearing out, as no 
officer should be allowed to stand in the way of 
the public interest. If the Colonial Architect 
could not do the work let them get somebody 
who would do it. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he knew 
there had been complaints from contractors about 
the forPman of works, and he had asked them to 
formulate a charge and he would investigate it 
to see if it were genuine. Hon. gentlemen must 
know perfectly well that it was a delicate matter 
for a J'vfinister for \Vorks to interfere with or 
dismiss a foreman of works on the complaint of 
a contractor. He was sure that the Government 
had no desire or wish that the contractors should 
be harassed in the least degree ; but at the 
same time they were bound to see that the 
work was done according to the specification. 
The complaints were always general. The 
contractors found fault with this and that, 
and he had asked them to make some definite 
charge that might be investigated and brought 
home, and if he found any forenmn or overseer 
hamssing unnecessarily any contractor he would 
do all in his power to see that it was rectified. 
It was a delicate thing to dismiss a foreman 
for looking attentively after the interests of the 
Government. He could assure hon. gentlemen 
that the Government had no sympathy with 
any foreman or overseer who harassed the con
tra.ctors. 

The HoN . • T. J'vi. MACROSSAN said no doubt 
what the hon. gentleman said was true. It was 
a very delicate matter for the Government to 
interfere in questions of that kind ; but it was 
ditlionlt very often fnr a contractor to bring a 
specific charge against an individual who had 
harassed him. It was within the power of 
foremen of works or the ttrchitects to harass 
contmctor", so that they would rather not have 
contract" tot all than submit to it. The hrm. 
gentleman himself had actually mentioned a 
fact which seemed to bear out the statement 
made by the hon. member for Ipswich, when 
he said that w!Jen tenders were called for the 
new public offices, in the other colonies as well 
as her<", there was only one tender sent in. It 
was not sufficient to 'ay that contractors were 
too bnsy, because the work was not too large. 
There was not too much work in the whole of 
that cont.ract. It was not so large as some 
of the railw11y contracts in Australia ; so that 
consideration we~s not sufficient to deter con
tractors. There must be something besides 
that, and he thought if the Minister for \Vorks 
were so inclined he would find there was some
thinp- more than he was willing to believe, 
alth•mgh the contractors were not able to make 
any specific charge against the foremen of works, 
or any individuals, of harassing them. 

Mr. FOXTON so,id he did not think there 
was any desire on the pal't of the hon. member 
for Ipswich, or anybody else, that anyone should 
!re dismiKsed without the fullest possible 
inrp1iry. If any complttints were made of the wtty 
in which the foremen of works were perform-
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ing their duties, their conduct should be made 
the subject of a most searching- inquiry. ·what 
the hem. member for Townsville said was quite 
correct. There might be great difficulty in 
forrnnlating an actual charge against a foren1an 
of works, other than by the contractor saying 
that he was hampering him in the performance 
of his contract. He did not know much of the 
actual state of affairs, but he knew this : that 
when the contractor hat! completed the post
office at Stanthorpe, and the postmaster 
and telegraph master were ready to moYe 
into it, they could not do so for some 
months, and the general opinion was, amongst 
men who knew something· of the trade, 
that the building ought to be passed a" it 
stood. No one could understand why it was not, 
and there was a great tleal of local dissatisfaction 
in consequence. The assumption of the public 
was that the foreman of works had some reason 
of his own-somo private and spiteful reason-for 
not passing the building; such matters as that 
ought to be inquired into. The building had 
been passed recently. 

Mr. SALKELD said the Minister for vVorks 
appeared to have gathered a wrong idea from 
what he said. He did not ask him to dismiss 
any foreman without inquiry, or at all. All he 
wished was that a searching inquiry should be 
made. He would not have taken so much 
notice of the complaint, had it not been 
possible that the contractors would have declined 
in future to tender for Government work. If 
they did not, it would show that there was 
something very tangible in the complaints; at 
least, that was how .it appeared to his mind. 
There was another matter which might be a 
reason why tenderers were so very chary of for
mulating complaints. He had heard it spoken 
of several times, that there were various mattors 
left to the option of the architect or foremen. 
In some cases they were allowed to use a certain 
kind of timber or another, or different kinds of 
material. He did not know why that should 
be so. If one kind of material was unsuitable, 
the contractor should be able to use another ; 
but it was not left to the option of the con
tractor ; it was left to the Government officer. 
vVhat was the reason of that? It was commonly 
said that if the foreman of works had a hold over 
the contractor he could make him put in more 
expensive work. He had heard that stated again 
and again, and if the contractor complained the 
foreman would make it as difficult as possible 
for him to complete his work. The Minister for 
\Vorks could easily ascertain if that was the case. 
He h>td heard something of the case spoken of by 
the hon. member for Carnarvon. The contractor 
had suffered a very great loss by not having his 
contract passed when the work was finished, and 
there apparently was no reason whatever for not 
passing the work. He wished it to be distinctly 
understood that he was not ad ;-ocating the dis
missal of anyone in the \Vorks Department, and 
he had only mentioned those matters because he 
did not know how else to bring them under the 
notice of the Minister£ or vVorks. He had a very 
strong suspicion that any contractor who made a 
complaint against a foreman of works need not 
tender for any Government work again. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
matter referred to by the hon. member for 
Carnarvon never came under his notice, and that 
was the first occasion on which he had heard any 
complaint made. He could only assure hon. 
members that the Government had no desire to 
harass any contractor. It might be that the 
Colonial Architect was very particular in having 
the work carried out, and he supposed the only 
way to remedy that was to remove him ; hut he 
could not instruct the Colonial Architect how 

to carry out his work. Any matter that was 
brought under his notice would have hi~ best 
attention, and would bo investigated. 

Mr. FOXTON said he did not mean to infer 
that the matter he spoke of came nnder the 
notice of the ::\linibter for \Vorks; but he merely 
wished to point out that the contractor had 
suffered verv serion,~ inconvenience and loss, and 
the public a1so were inconvenienced. He had no 
doul->t th>et the difficulty arose through some 
triflin" dispute between the contractor ancl fore
man ~f works, and he was informed that the 
foreman refused to go up to Stanthorpe to pass 
the work. He should like to know from the 
Minister for vVorks something about the police 
barracks at Inglewood. The member for 'rowns
ville had received a very satisfactory answer to 
some query he put to the Minister, and he (Mr. 
Foxton) should be glad to receive as favourable a 
reply. He did not studytheGm·anmentGccoette for 
the pnrpo.,e of finding out what.tenders ":e~e called 
for, and he should be glad If the Munster for 
\Vorlcs could as;;ure him that tenders had been 
called for the barracks for which £500 was voted 
last yea.r. HH had communicated verbally with 
the department, and had also. written UJ?On the 
subject, but up to the pre;;ent had received no 
satisfactory answer. He could as~ure the 
JYiinister for VVor!CR if he wanted assurmg, tlmt 
the police barracks ~t Inglewood we;e a di.sgrace 
to a ci•·i!ised community. He believed 1t was 
quite impoosible to keep a man there, the 
prisoners having to be chained to an. acliacent 
log, and the chain passed through a chmk m the 
slabs. 

Mr. SMYTH said compbint had been made 
of some foreman of works, but he know of a case 
where additions were to be made to a telegraph 
office and the foreman of works was not satisfied 
with the manner in which the contract had been 
carried out. The contractor happened to be a 
great politician-he was a strong party man-an.d 
he u·as able to bring pressure to bear to get lus 
work passed in spite of the fact that the foreman 
of works was not satisfied with it. There was 
another matter he wished to bring under the 
notice of the Minister for vVorks. There 
were contractors and there were contrac
tors. There were some who did their wnrk 
well and paid their men, but there were others 
who slummed their work and never paid the 
wages clue to the men. The Government 
should see that a sufficient deposit wa.s pnt 
down to ensure the men being paid their 
money, because he knew of a great m~ny 
instances in which contractors disappeared With
out paying their debts. In his own ~istric;t 
there was a case of that sort. A surgeon·s resi
dence was added to the Gympie Hospital, and 
the men who had been em played on the work 
had to do without their money. vVhy should 
not the contractor in all cases be obliged to give 
security to the Government for the payment of 
their men? 

The MINISTEll FOR WORKS said he 
shoLlld advise the hon. member for Carnarvon to 
read that interesting publication, the Gazette, 
and he would find that tenders had been called 
and not a single tender had been received for 
the Inglewood police station. The member for 
Gympie had referred tu some individual who 
wtts a great politician and was able to bring 
pressure to bear to get his contract passed. He 
could assure the hon. member that since he had 
been in the vV orks Office no pressure had been 
brouaht to bear upon him by any politician 
whatever, and no attempt of the kind had ever 
been made. Indeed, he was never troubled with 
the passing of the work of contrac;tors ; tl:at 
was generally n1anaged. without com1ng to hnn 
at all. 
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The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he did 
not think the charge made by the hon. member 
for Gympie against contractors would apply to 
contractors generally, or to those in Brisbane 
especially. As far as his experience went, the 
le~test as well as the oldest contractors in 
Brisbane were as respectable men as could 
be found in the colonies, and they generally 
performed their work satisfactorily, and did 
not slum it in any way whatever. He 
thought there was more in the fact that 
no tenders had been sent in for the new 
public offices than the Minister for \Vorks 
imagined. It was not simply because contractors 
had too much work to do; they never had that; 
there must be some other reason for such a 
state of affairs. The reason he strongly sus
pected was, as had been stated by the members 
for Ipswich and Carnarvon, that the contractors 
were harassed by the foremen of works. It might 
be, as he had said before, that the contractors 
were bound to the specification in such a manner 
by the fol'ernen of workR, or engineer, or 
Colonial Architect, that they were ruined, and 
still the gentleman who had the superintendence 
of the work only kept contractors strictly within 
the specification. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS said it had 
come to hi8 knowledge that there were many 
complaints made by contmctors against those 
who superintended their work. He ha<l inter
viewed the Colonial Architect and asked him if 
the foreman of works was not unnecessarily 
particular about the work, and he assured him 
that he was not. The Colonial Architect told 
him that contractors were compelled to perform 
the work according to the specification, and if 
the specification was not adhered to, then the 
Government would have to accept any kind of 
work forced upon them. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thought the hon. 
gentleman had not got all the information he 
might have got with referonce to that matter. 
There was one thing he would tell the hon. 
gentlernan, a.nd perhaps he would rernernher 
whether it had come under his notice. A certain 
contmctor was doing some work for the Govern
ment, and an officer who was no doubt a very 
particular man, but had not the most amiable 
temper in the world, came along and saw a 
dressed stone at which a man had been working 
for a week, and because something did not please 
him he took a hammer and broke the stone. It 
was rumoured that the department compelled 
that officer to pay for the stone he had broken. 
VI as the Minister aware of that ? 

The MINISTEH J<'OR WOHKS: I have not 
heard anything about it. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thought it was very 
likely the hon. gentlem,,n had not heard of that 
matter. The officer referred to sometimes got up 
on the wrong side, anrl appeared to have clone so 
on that occasion, as there _was no fault to be 
found with the stone. Little things like that 
harassed contractors, and might have the effect of 
preventing some from tendering for work under 
the Government. There were '" respectable 
contractors in this colony, as the hon. member 
for Townsville had stated, as were to be found in 
any of the colonies, and those men had ::t name 
to sustain, and would not be harassed by 
Government officers. 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTER I<'OE WORKS moved that 

there be granted the sum of £67,050 for Build
ings. The amounts comprised in that vote were 
put clown at the request of the various public 
departments, and all the \Vorks Department 
had to do with them was to prepare the plans, 
call for tenders, and get the work done. The 

Colonial Secretary's Department came in for a 
large share of the vote in the shape of police and 
hospital buildings, and there was also a consider
able sum down for the Colonial 'l'reasurer's 
Department for pilots' cottages, sub-collectors' 
quarters, custOin-hou.ses, etc. 

Mr. KELLETT said he would ask the 
Minister for Works whether any action had been 
taken in reference to the Laidley police barracks 
and court-house ? He asked the Colonial 
Secretary about the matter some six months ago, 
and the hon. gentleman was rather astonished 
that they were not finished, and stated that he 
thought they were just completed. He (:\fr. 
Kellett) then went to the \Vorks Department 
and found that nothing had been done in the 
matter. 

The MI::"'ISTER J?OR WORKS said it was 
not usual to commence buildings or call for 
tenders for them until Parliament had voted 
the money, and that was the first occasion on 
which the amount had been put down on the 
Estimates. 

Mr. KELLETT said all he knew was that the 
police barracks were promised" very long- time ago. 
\Vhere the money was to come from he did not 
know, but he knew it would only cost about 
£500, ::tncl that works of that value had been 
done before the amount was voted on the Esti
mates. And, rts he had already stated, the 
Colonial Secretary had expressed surprise that 
the work had not been done. 

The PHEMIER said he was under a mistake 
when he told the hon. member that ; he after
wards discovered that the real cause of delay was 
the difficulty in getting a title to the land. The 
moment the title to the land was obtained the 
necessary steps were taken for the commencement 
of the work. 

Mr. BLACK said he would like to know from 
the Minister for Lands what provision the Gov
ernment proposed to make for the land-office at 
JYiackay ? The present land-office was a very 
small room in the existing court-house which 
was going to be pulled clown in consequence of 
the land being required for a new gaol. The 
Mackay district was one than which the.re was 
uo greater in the colony for land selection, and 
there was absolutely no accommodation in the 
land-office for the· exhibition of maps. The 
accommodation at the present time was of the 
most wretched character. He thought the 
Minister should take into consideration the 
necessity of erecting a land-office where people 
wi:;hing to select could get reasonable informa
tion. As far as he (Mr. Black) could see there 
would be absolutely no land-office in two or three 
months, because, as he had said, it was proposed 
to pull down the existing court-house for the 
erection of a new gaol, and there was no accom
modation whatever left in the new court-house 
for the Lands Department. 

The MI::"'ISTEH FOR LANDS (Hon. C. l3.
Dutton) said that the present land-office did not, 
as the hon. member had said, afford any accom
modation for the exhibition of maps, hut when 
the new police-otfice or court-house was finished 
the old building would be used for a land -office. 

Mr. BLACK said he understood that the 
existing court-house was to be pulled down 
because it occupied the site for the new gaol, for 
which £1,500 had been voted. There was no 
doubt that that building, if removed, would 
supply material for putting up a good land
office, but in its present condition it was utterly 
impossible to use it for that purpose. 

The PRE:!YliEH said he was not aware of any 
change of the kind referred to by the hon. 
member having been made. He presumed that 
they would not pull down the old gaol and 
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construct a new one without consulting the Min
ister in whose department it was. If they did he 
should want to know why. He understood when 
the new court-house was authorised that the old 
one would do for the land-office, and there was 
plenty of room there for all that was reCJ.uired. 

J\Tr. l<'OXTON asked whether any provision 
was likely to be made for the accommodation of 
the Customs officer stationed at \V allangarra. 
There was only one man employed there, and on 
ruore than one occasion his whole kit had been 
stolen from his tent while he was away on duty. 
Buildings of a permanent nature would htwe to 
be erected sooner or later, and it seemed only 
right that, when officers were employed in such 
places, such buildings should be erected as 
would protect their property. 

The COLONIAL TRRASURRR said the 
matter was receiving· the attention of the 
Collector of Customs. 

::\Ir. MOREHEAD said he wished to draw 
attention to the insidious way in which the 
estimates of different Ministers were placed 
before the Comrmttee. They were now called 
upon to vote, for the so-called Defence l<'orce, the 
sum of £ii,OOO which had been slipped into the 
estimate for Government buildings. The monev 
was said to be for drill- sheds, stores, tcn;l 
armouries. Surely they had spent enough in 
that direction already-and they had not only 
to consider what had been voted, but what 
had been taken from the police to make 
room for members of the Defen"e Force
without asking, especially in such tiines, for 
such a large sum as £5,000. If hon. me m hers 
considered the matter they would be startled at 
the enormous sums paid, directly and indirectly, 
for the Defence l<'orce, irrespective of the smns 
paid to officers and men. They had gone in for 
purchasing vessels, and in one case at least the 
price paid was very much in excess of the value 
of the vessel. They were now asked in cold 
blood-because there was a considerable amount 
of justification for the action of the Government 
when war seen1ed irnminent in making prepara
tions for the defence of the colony-to vote 
£ii,OOO for drill-sheds, stores, and armouries-the 
Defence l<'orce wa,, to !!et that sum in addition to 
having already taken, improperly and injudi
cbusly, the quarters previously occupied by the 
police. He hoped the Committee would give 
careful consideration to the important issue he had 
raiser!, bec~tuse he thought that item of £5,000 
was the most objectionable on the estimate. 

The PREMIER said that so long as there was 
a defence force-and he hoped that would be 
until there was universal peace-the men must 
be provided with arms, and there must be places 
to keep them. It was of no use to give them 
arms unless they were taught how to use them, 
and those things involved drill-sheds a,nd 
armouries, for which the vote in CJ.Uestion was 
asked. There were members of the Defence 
Force in all the principal centres of population in 
the colony, and also volunteers, and the money 
was to be spent in those places, not in Brisbane. 
There were numerous places where armouries 
were required, but the expenditure would be 
kept down a,s much as possible. 

Jlilr. NORTON a,sked whether the drill-shed 
at South Brisbane was ever used? Were there 
any volunteers there ? 

The PRE;\'IIER said he did not think the 
shed was quite finished. 'l'here were two 
companies on the south side of the river, he 
believed-one belonging to South Brisbane and 
the other to Kangaroo Point. 

Mr. MORRHEAD said it appea,red that the 
defence of the item was placed in commisaion; 
at any rate, the Minister for \Vorks did not 
come to the front to defend it. In addition to 
the sum of £5,000 fm drill-sheds, the very 
next item harl reference to something in 
connection with the Defence l<'orce, because 
the CJ.Uarters mljoining the old gaol, formerly 
occupied by the police, were occupied by 
members of the Defence Force at the 
present time. The Government were so a,shamed 
of the enonnou:s cost-they were so cognisant 
that it was utterly out of keeping with any 
benefit the country might derive from the 
expenditure-that they spread, as it were, with a 
pepper-box, the items over the different pages 
of the l<~stimates. \Vith regard to the £5,000 
which the Premier said was to be expended over 
a large proportion of the colony, he would ask 
where the money was to be expended'! in what 
centres of population ? and what benefit they 
were supposed to derive from the expenditure 
of that mone\'? He was amazed a,t the hardi
hood of the d'olonial Secretary when he stated 
just now that it was necessary that the Defence 
Force should be armed, and that when arms 
were provided there should be armouries. The 
hon. gentleman knew very well that if it ha<lnot 
been for the forbearance of the Opposition, who 
were in full possession of the facts, but were too 
patriotic to make them known, there would have 
been such an exposure of negligence on the part 
of the Colonial Secretary as regarded munitions 
of w<Lr, when the colony was said to be threatened 
with invasion, as would have put him in a very 
unpleasant position. l<'rom motives of pa,triotism 
the Opposition were dumb; but they knew, and 
the hon. gentleman knew, very well that the 
colony was in a d~plorable state at that time, so 
far a~ rifles and ::tmn1unition were concerned, 
owing either to th~ laches of the Colonial Secre
tary or the Agent-General at home. 

The rRE:YliER said the walls of the old g-aol 
were pulled down-at any rate they might have 
been pulled down three times over since the 
in~tructions \vere given~and it was propo::led to 
htwe a large square there, which would he avail
able as a parade ground, which was absolutely 
necessarv in Brisbane. He could not enume
rate all the places on account of which the £5,000 
was required, but some of them were-Towns
ville, Oooktown, Charters 'rowers, Gympie, and, 
he thought, JYiaryborongh and Ravenswood. 
\Vith respect to the charge of the colony ha,ving 
been in a state of danger in conserJ.uence of the 
negligence of the Colonial Secretar~-he did not 
know what particular Colonial Secretary the 
hon. gentlema,n meant -- he could not charge 
himself with negligence. There had been a 
great deal of difficulty in getting munitions of 
war from the \V ar Office in London ; and when 
the Government pressed the home a,nthorities 
earnestly they were told that the volunteers in 
England were not yet armed with the Martini
Henry rifle-the inference being tha,t the first 
line of defence in the colony must wait 
until the last line of defence in England 
had the new arm served out. Although 
they had not at the time the hon. member 
referred to got all the arms they would have 
liked to have, they had been so far supplied 
that there was no occasion to be alarmed. As 
to the Agent-General, he had been putting a 
continual pressure on the \V ar Office to hasten 
the supply of war material rerJ.uired by the colony. 

The YIOREHEAD asked if the Colonial 
Se~retary would give some information with 
regard to the munitions for the "Gaynndah" 
and the '' Paluma"? \V ere those vessels sup
plied with munitions to any appreciable extent 
when they a,rrived in the colony? 
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The PREMIER sltid the " Gayundah" had 
an ample supply when she came out, and he 
thought the same was the case in respect to the 
" Palunw .. " 

The Ho~. J. M. MACIWSSAN said that in 
the list of new buildings to be erected were the 
names of several places he had never heard of 
before. He had no idea where those pbces were, 
and he would appeal to the 11inister for \Vorks, 
or the Secretary fur Public Instruction, for 
enlightenment on the subject. There were, for 
instance, votes for police banacks at Kyabra 
and ::\fount Douglas, for a pilot station at Port 
Kennedy, and for police barracks at \Vallan
garrv>. 

The MINIS'rER FOR WORKS said he had 
not the slightest idea where the places referred 
to were. The reCJuisitions for the votes were 
sent in to him by other departments. He him
self was perfectly unacquainted with the locali
ties the hon. member had named. 

The PREMIJUt sairl thac Kyabra was 
between \Vindorah and Thargominclah, and 
l\1ount Dougllls was between Charters Towers 
and Georgetown. 

Mr. MOREHE_'\D said that the Government 
had not only provided for police stations for 
places which were unknown, but had also put a 
sum of £8,000 on the Estimates for police 
buildings and new stations, and another of .£3,000 
for stables and fencing in connection with police 
buildings. They were thus taking £8,000 over 
and above the items specified in the schedule. 
The £5,000 was a new vote altogether. 

The PHEMIER said the hon. member for 
Balonne h:vl apparently lost sight of the develop
ment which was taking place in the colony. 
That development nececysitated the erection of 
new police stations. He got from the Commis
sioner of Police a list of twenty-five new places 
where stations were reCJuired. He could not, of 
course, undertake to erect all the twenty-five at 
once, but thought he might build ten at an esti
mated cost of £5,000. The vlaces he referred to 
werll all over the North :tnd \V est ; three or four 
stations were lately established on the extreme 
western border ; two or three on Cape York 
Peninsula; and two or three had to be established 
in the sugar districts. The item, then, so far from 
being extravagant, was a very smrtll fraction of 
what the Commissioner wanted. The nt.her item 
of £3,000 was a standing amount which always 
appeared in the Estimates, and was required for 
the addition of improvements to police stations. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought the Pre
mier was unfortunate in saying that he (Mr. 
Morehead) had not had regard to the develop
ment which had taken place in the colony. If 
that development was to be estimated by the 
increase in the number of police buildings, he 
was afraid it was one which was not very much 
to the credit of the colony, for if it had any 
meaning it was that whilst the great pastoral >tnd 
sugm~ industries \Vere languishing the crilninal 
class was on the increase. He did not know if 
the state of affairs was in any way attributable 
to the present Ministry being in power, but the 
fact remained that the people were being more 
heavily taxed than before in order to pay for 
crhne. 

Mr. SALKELD said the vote contained an 
item of £5,000 for drill-sheds, stores, and 
armouries for the Defence :Force. In the Esti
mates for the Defence Department there were 
also items amounting to £4,000 for accoutre
ments, arnmunition, and stores. 

The PREMIER said that was for rifles and 
ammunition. 

Mr. SALKELD said he thought they spent a 
great deal too much on the Defence ]'orce. The 
Defence Department, too, was one which annexed 
buildings a,nd ground belonging to otber depart
ments, and, although it had its own estimates, 
additiomtl items for its nse were included in the 
estimate of the Minister for Works. \Vhat was 
the object of this arrangement? \Vas it to sepa
rate the items so that the total amount voted for 
the Defence Force might not be realised? \Vith 
regard to the old gaol site, he held that the build
ings still standing undemolished there were a 
disgrace to the city. He referred to the outbuild
ings which were standing in the square. 

The PREMIER said he thought the buildings 
had been demolisher! long ago, and it was to his 
very great surprise that he learnt, a day or two 
ago. that that was not the case. However, no 
difficulty would llrise about that. 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTER FOR \VORKS moved that 

a sum of £G,OOO be granted for Exceptedlloads 
under the Divisional Boards Act Amendment Act. 
Hon. members would observe that there was a 
reduction of £4,000. The gnmts were confined 
to three or four divisional boards in the N<>rth 
which had a very long extent of roads to keep 
in repair and very little funds to do it with. 
It was quite impossible that the boards could 
keep the roads in repair without assistance from 
the Government. That £G,OOO woulrl give them 
about a double endowment-about £4 in lieu of 
£2. That was another vote that caused the 
:Minister for \Vorks any amount of annoyance. 
A demand would be made for £1,000, and per
haps, after a considerable amount of correspon
dence, a cheCJlle would be sent for £500; but 
before the ink was dry a request would come 
down for another. He had succeeded in reducing 
the vote by £4,000. 

Mr. NORTON said he would like to know 
wht~t roads got the benefit of the vote, and 
whether they were roads excepted within the 
m<'.otning of the Act? 

The MINISTER ]'OR WORKS srtid they 
were the roads from Port Douglas to Herberton, 
from Cooktown to 11aytown, and from Cairns 
to Herberton. They all came within the Act. 

Mr. NOR TON said he was inclined to think 
the hon. member was misto:tken. The Cairns 
road was not an excepted road in his (Mr. 
Nort.on's) time, and he did not see how it could 
be now. The same was the case with the Port 
Douglas road. Either a mistake had been made 
in the first instance, or a mistake was being made 
now. He thought that if the Minister would 
refer to the Act he would find the Maytown 
road was the only excepted road as defined by 
the Act. 

The MINISTER EOR WORKS said he 
thought the road from Cairns to Herberton had 
a! ways been considered an excepted road. It 
went through a scrub, and the wet weather had 
made it in such a state that it was impos· 
sible to get along with pack-horses, and they had 
to cut a new track at a cost of £500. 

Jliir. NORTON said that the fact of roads 
being bad did not make them excepted roads 
within the meaning of the Act. If they had to 
get extra money to keep them in order, the 
DiYisional Boards Act Amendment Act should 
be again amendad to make thA payment legal. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said he thought that 
road was excepted within the meaning of the 
Act now. There were no ratepayers along it; 
it ran through a scrub and over the range. \Vho 
was to keep the road in repair unless the 
Government did? He had travelled recently 
over the road from Cairns to Herberton, and it 
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wn,s in a most fertrful state. It wanted a good 
den,! more money spent on it, but he did not see 
where it was to come from unless it came from 
the ·works Office. 

The H0N. J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
thon~ht the roads spoken of might hirly come 
within the meaninf( of the term "excepted" 
under the Divisionrcl Bon,rds Act. If they did 
not come under it, he did not know any road in 
the country thn,t did. 

The PUEMIER srtid the Act was specin,lly 
fmmed to meet those cases. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS srtid he hatl 
taken specially good care not to create any fresh 
exce]Jted ron,ds; he had simply followetl in the 
footsteps of the hon. members for Port Curtis and 
Townsville. \Vhen they hn,d considered n, road 
as excepted he had followed the same course. 
He mi~ht mention that by every nmil that came 
from the North he wn,s threatened that if he did 
not provide more money for those roarls they 
would he shut up and abandoned altogether. 
About £6,000 had been spent upon them already. 

Mr. NORTO~ said he did not wi8h the hon. 
member to mistake his meaning. He did not 
mean to "'"Y that the money ought not to ]Je 
given for roads like those where there were 8uch 
difficulties in keeping them in repair. As far as 
his recollection went, the applications for the 
roads from Cairns and Port Douglas to Herherton 
were refused because they did not come within 
the meaning of the Act; thong h they got a large 
amount of assistance, both from the hou. member 
for Townsville and himself. He might ask how 
much money had been given for en,ch of the 
roads? 

The MINISTER FOH WORK8 said thrtt the 
Tinaroo Board got £1,500, another board £1,000, 
n,nother board £700, aml the Douglas Board 
£3,500-making in all £G,700 divided amongst 
those ron,ds. 

Mr. NORTON : There is the balance of 
the £10,000 left. 

The MINISTER FOR WOllKf-l : There is a 
bn,lance of £3,300, which is a lapsed vote. 

Question put and passed. 

The MI~ISTER FOR. MINES (Hon. W. 
Miles), in movin~ that £30,001 be voted for gold
fields, said he did not know how the £1 ~ot into 
calculation. It was the first time hP had 
observed it. There was an increase of £4,713 on 
the last yen,r's estimate, and it was made up as 
followed :-There had been a mining registrar 
appointed for Rockhampton to assist the warden 
there when the rush took place to Mount 
Morgan. His salary was £250. Then there was 
£50 i~crease for the powder magazine keeper at 
Gympw. Then there was £10,000 down for deep 
sinkin~. The amount of £5,000 for prospectirw 
for gold was omitted, and there was a clecrease i~ 
the item '' llation allowances" of £250, and in 
the item" Contingencies" of £200, and one trooper 
at £137 was dispensed with, making a reduction 
of £5,587, leaving the estimate increased by £4,713. 
The reason for omitting the £5,000 for prospecting 
for gold was that for all the money expended in 
that way there had been no result. Something 
like £4,700 had been expended in subsidising 
prospecting parties, and with the exception of the 
di9covery of tin, between the 'vV alsh and the Tate 
Rivers, there had been no retnrn. Under the cir
cumstances the Government thought it desirable 
to leave the vote off the Estimates altogether. 
In reference to the reasons which had induced 
the Government to leave off the vote for "pros
pecting for gold," he had in his hand a return 
from which he would ren,d to the Committee. 

1885-4 G 

There had been twenty pro;;pecting parties 
altogether. There had been a party prospecting 
between the heads of the Flinders, Clarke, and 
Cape Hivers; one in Crtpe York Peninsula; 
at the hen,ds of the Ban·on and lY1ulgrave, 
Tate, Mitchell, and Lynd Rivers ; the hen,ds 
of ,Johnstone and Herbert Rivers ; in the basin 
of the Cape ; Daintree and its tributaries ; at 
Hell's Gates, Pcclmer ; the heads of Normanhy, 
Ann an, and J\fcl vor Hivers ; hea,ds of J~inasleigh 
and Cnppertield Rivers; McKinlay Ranges ; 
Stony Creek, Palmer; Jcreshwater Creek Valley, 
Uttirns ; Conglon1~rate, near Cooktown ; lVIary~ 
borough district ; another party in the :\IcKinlay 
~l:::mges ; and prospecting parties went out frotn 
Bowen. But with one exception they had all been 
nnsucces,,ful, aml that one had resulted in the 
discovet·y of tin between the \V alsh and Tate 
Rivers. The amount of money paid as subsidies 
had been £4,187 7s. 7d., which was a large sum, 
and the Government had come to the con
clusion that it wa.s no use placing any money on 
the Estim"tes for the purpose of prospecting. 
He believed it would he far better to reward 
anyone who discovered a new ~old field than to 
subsidise pro,,pecting parties. The amount paid 
in that way for the discovery of Gympie, 
Charter,; Towere, the Palmer, the Hod~kinson, 
and Nebo, wn,s £3,100. Hon. members must 
agree with him thttt the old system was much 
the better of the two. In fact, they had got into 
et bad system, of which he would give only one 
instn,nce. A prmpecting party was sent out 
from Bowen, >tnd the men who sent them 
out paid them £3 n, week each and mtions. 
lYien who were paid at that rate for going 
out on a picnic party were not likely to 
trouble themselves much about discovering gold. 
Those were reasons why it had been thought 
ad vis:tble to leave the vote off the Estimates this 
year. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he thought the 
reasons were very unfair ones. 'vVhat the hon. 
gentlema,n hn,d said did not show that the 
system was bad, but merely that it had not 
been properly administered. The fact that 
certain individuals had been paid full wages to 
go out prospecting was not a condemnation of 
the system, but a condemnation of the way 
in which it had been administered. Miners 
in all parts of the colony could be readily 
obtained to prospect for rations only until they 
discovered gold. They would be perfectly 
satisfied if they got thn,t amount of assis
tance. There were miners on every gold
field in the colony who would be very glad 
indeed to go and spend their time and give their 
experience in prospecting the surrounding country 
if they were only supplied with the hare neces
sttries of life. Therefore it wn,s rather too much 
to say that because in two or three instances 
the system hact not been administered properly 
that the system itself was bad. Even if ten 
times ,£3,000 was spent, and one ~oldfield was 
discovered like Gym pie, Charters Towers, or the 
Palmer, the expense would be fully justified and 
the country would g·ain by the expenditure. 

The l'vHNISTEH JfOR MINES said that if 
the system was not bad it was certain that 
the results were bad. The country had spent 
£4,187 with no result whatever. Surely the hon. 
member did not think it wise to continue that 
system any lon~er-and the prospecting had 
been done over the best of the whole country. 
However, whether it wtts a proper system or not, 
the Government were of opinion that the old 
reward system wn,s a much better one for the 
countr.v than the system of subsidising prospect
ing parties. He ]Je!ieved he had given very 
good reasons why the vote should be omitted 
from the Estimates, 
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Mr. HAMILTON said it was abBmd to expect 
that an expenditure of £3,000 or £4,000 would be 
sure to result in the discovery of a goldfield. 
Possibly ten times that amount would have to be 
spent before that result was obtained. But it 
should not be forgotten that the expenditure of that 
sum had done good by testing certain country, 
and the consequence would be that future pros
pectors would not refjuire to spend their time 
and labour in going over that part of the country 
again. Even at the present rate of expenditnre, 
possibly two or three years would elapse before 
a goldfield was discovered, but if, eventually, a 
goldfield was discovered, the country would be 
vastly the gainer by it. The rich Hodgkinson 
Gold Field wo,s >tctually discovered in consefjuence 
of the £1,000given to Mulligan and party by the 
Hon. H. :E. King, who was then Minister for 
Mines. If the Minister would put £1,000 or 
£2,000 on the Estimates for prospecting it might 
result in the discovery of >tnother field. 

Mr. NORTON so,id, although, as the Minister 
ho,d stated, the vote for prospecting for gold 
had led to no great results, still he believed that 
some good might yet result from the prospecting 
that had taken place in different parts of the 
colony, because it had •lwwn that there 
were indications of other payable minerals 
where those miners had been at work. He 
thought it would be possible to devise some 
other system of prospecting- by which more 
satisfactory results would be obtained than at 
present. In Victoria the Government gave con
siderable assistance to mining by ]Jlacing sums of 
money in the hands of the committees of schools 
of mines for the purpose of subsidising miners. 
In Sandhurst, for instance, they dill so, and the 
work was carried out under a regular systen1. 
He rnet the chairman of the Sandhun,t 
School of Mines a short time ago, when 
that gentleman was passing through Brisbane, 
and he told him something of the system they 
adopted there, which, he believed, worked 
remarkably well. Of course, they did not give 
money to everyone who applied, but when men 
applied who might be thoroughly trusted to do 
good work they paicl them fair wages, and 
instead of those men going out into any 
part of the country they were given a pl>tn 
showing where reefs were known to exist 
which had never been tried, and they worked 
on those reefs in the hope of finding payable 
gold. Whatever they made they were entitled 
to themselves; they had every chance of hitting 
on a good reef, and if they did, so much the 
better for themselves and for the country. 
The amount of the Government grant to 
the Sandhurst School of Mines was £600 a 
year; and the country was surveyed for 
a considerable dic,tance-he believed, eighteen 
miles in each direction-following the course 
of the reefs which were known to exist. 
In that way it was expected that real 
good would be done, and that eventually the 
area of the gold-mining district would be very 
much extended. He believed some such system 
might be adopted here, but they had hardly 
sufficient information at present to carry it out 
as successfully as they did in Victoria, simply 
because surveys had not been made for the pur
pose. There was no doubt, as the Minister 
for Mines had said, that the result of offers 
of reward for the discovery of goldfields had 
been much more satisfactory than subsidies 
for prospecting; but when the hon. gentleman 
said that no good had resulted from prospecting 
he was mistaken, because, although gold had not 
always been found in payable quantities, some
times other minerals, such as tin and copper, had 
been discovered. He would like to know from 
the Minister what was being clone in connection 
with the survey of goldfields? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said the 
amount asked to be voted was tho same as last 
year. 

Mr. NOR TON: What is being done? 
The MINISTER FOlt MIK!<~S: They .ere 

going on surveying. 
Mr. XORTON: Who? 
The MINISTER FOR MINES : All the 

surveyors whn have been surveying, \vith the 
exception of 2\'Ir. \Vhite, who was surveying at 
the Palmer, and who, not being sD.tisfied with the 
remuneration he receivecl, lmcl resigned. 

Mr. l'\OllTON :. \Vhere is Rosser now? 
The MINISTER FOR MINES said Mr. 

Rosser was o,t Gym pie, but he would finish his 
labours there very shortly. :Maps had been 
prepared of the Gympie and Jlavenswoorl Gold 
l,'ields, and the Charters Towers map would be 
published shortly. 

Mr. P ALNH~R so,id he understood the :i\'Iinister 
for Mines to say that he consirlered the work of 
prospecting had been entirely fini,;hed in the 
North, and therefore there was no further use 
in passing· a vote for that purpose. That was a 
very bold .cssertion to make. 

The MINISTJm FOR MINES : I said 
nothing of the sort. \Vhat I said was thttt 
there had been no result from the prospecting 
that had been carried on. 

Mr. P ALMER said, of course, in that case 
he misunderstood the hon. gentlemo,n, but he 
would point out that within the last few days 
they had seen a telegram reporting- the discovery 
of what wo,s likely to be a very payable field 
at the head of the C:~rron, which showed at once 
that there was plenty of room for prospActing still 
in the North. \Vhen they considered the vast 
extent of their Northern territory, it must be 
admitted that for a great many years to come 
it would be a very large field for prospecting. 
He had always understood that the vote for 
prospecting \Vas contingent upon a certain 
amount being subscribed by the local inhabi
tants, and was under the impression that 
it had always been distributed on that prin
ciple. There were many miners who had 
passed the best of their lives-in fact, some of 
them had devoted all their lives-to prospecting ; 
all the money they had ever earned had been 
spent again in prospecting, being led on by 
hope; and although they did not always dis
cover payable goldfields, they did good service 
by opening up a lot of country, and sometimes 
making other discoveries, such as tin, copper, 
and other minerals. He wished to refer to 
the mining surveyor on the Etheridge Gold 
Field, and hoped the Minister for Niines would 
bear in mind that the one surveyor on that 
extensive field, which comprised nearly900 square 
miles, was really doing substantial work which 
would be permanent. That officer had no assis
tant, and some assistance was really necessary 
to enable him to carry on the work he was doing 
in connection with reefs. He hoped the Minister 
for Mines would carry out the promise made by 
the department a few weeks ago with regard to 
giving that officer some assistance, because it 
was really impossible for him to carry on the 
work he was doing without it. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said he was 
not aware that the surveyor referred to had made 
any application for assistance. He knew that the 
hon. gentleman had been all round the goldfield 
hettring whatever grievances there were, but if 
application had been made for assistance by that 
officerhe(the Minister for Mines) was not awD-reof 
it. He would point out tc the hon. gentleman that 
there was £10,000 clown for deep sinking, and 
he presumed that would h~we the same effect as 
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the vote for prospecting. ·what he had stated 
with respect to prospecting parties was that 
there had been a great deal of money expended 
without any result. 'l'hey had all been unsuc
cessful, and it was all very well for the 
hon. member for Port Curtis to say that 
there should be some other system introduced. 
\Vherever any party could get money out of the 
Governrnent they always rnanagecl fwmehow to 
get it. It was imrossible, try how he would, to 
circumvent them. He had received vouchers 
for all sorts of things for prospecting parties-
for billies, f0lt hats, leather gaiters, tweed 
trousers, preparE'dfish, jmnR, and soon-and \vhen 
he refused them he was told that they were for 
prospecting parties, who were authorise(l to draw 
upon the Government. He resisted for a long 
time, but failed, and it was all very well for 
hon. members who had not to de;tl with that 
money to talk. Of course, if the Minister for 
-Mines chose to be open-handccl, and threw 
rnoney broadcast, the anwunt would soon go ; 
but he had endeavoured, so far as ]JOssible, to 
get some benefit from it, am! he vms quite sure 
that if hon. members could suggest !\ny other 
method he would be very glad. The Govern
ment were perfectly alive to the desirability of 
discovering new fields. 

The HoN. J. i\I. MACl:WSSAN said he 
sympathised very much with the cviinister for 
i\1ines on the vote under discufsion. but which 
was on1itted; and he, fron1 his own 'experience, 
could not blame him for having left it out of 
the Estimates. The hon. gentleman was quite 
correct in snying that it had been spent with
out results. He did not think the system 
was to blame at all, as they could never 
adopt any other if they wanted to subsidise 
prospecting parties. A. prospecting party was 
gut up generally on a goldfield, and, upon the 
recorrnnendation of the warden, the Governrnent 
snbsidised the party to the extent of £1 for every 
£1 the'<' subscribed or which tbey found in the 
~ay of arrns, or horses, or tools for lJro,~pecting. 
He never heard of any vonchers h,wing been 
sent in for jams and such-like articles; but he 
believed there had been some misunderstanding 
l1etween the Mini8ter for JVIine.s-or the Under 
Secretary for i\Iines-and the Bowen Prospecting 
Association, and that wa.s what the hon. gentle
man referred to when he t.oJked about the 
vouchers being sent in for jnms. He believed 
the Bowen p"ople misunclerstood the lang-unge 
of the Under Secretary--that they were misled 
-so that, whatever had taken place in the way of 
sending in vouchers for articles which should not 
have been supplied, he thought the Government 
themselves were to blame through their officers. 
\Vhatever parties had been sent out were sent out 
under the leadership of more or less able men, 
and all experienced miners. He had the names 
of several of them who were sent out by himself, 
rtnd Honle of \vhom might have been sent out 
since by the present Minister for }lines. 
Amongst them wore }lessrs. JYiulligan, Crosby, 
Halpin, Mortimore, and seveml others-all ex
perienced miners, and they were all selected by 
the wardens of the different fields ; the amount 
subscribed for them was £1 for every £1 sub
scribed by the Government. He could nut see 
what other system conld have been adopted; 
but it unfortunately turned out that not one of 
them had found anything- worth calling a field. 
There was one party that went out, he believed, 
with the intention of looking for tin, although 
ostensibly they went looking for gold ; but they 
did find tin. That had been the only return 
for all the money that had been spent on 
prospecting parties. The hon. gentleman was 
wrong in respect to what he said regarding the 
system of awards. It wns in existence at present 
and would remain in existence until the Mining 

Act of 1874 was repealed. If a goldfield were 
found, the Minister was bo1:md by that Act to 
declare the award, if it came up to requirements. 
Goldfiehls had always been found by privltte 
persons, sometimes by chance ; but, no matter 
how, the Government had to pay for them, 
and he thought better results had been 
obtained by paying prospectors after having 
found the gold. Even in Victoria, where 
goldfields were so numerous, and so close 
together, better results were obtained by paying 
men for finding gold than by paying them to 
look for gold. As a rule, prospecting parties 
were unsuccessful in Victoria. He ha,d never 
heard of the system mentioned by the hon. 
member for Port Cnrtis; but he was certain 
it would not be applicable in C,lueensland, or any 
other district than Sandhurst. How could the 
Sandhurst School of Arts Committee superin· 
tend prospecting in Gippsland, for instance, or 
in any other place than Sandhurst? The better 
plan wastopaya reward when the field was found, 
and he certainly should not attempt to find any 
fault with the Minister for Mines for hnving 
left the vote off the Estimates, after the expe
rience they had had for n number of years. He 
did not look upon the loans for deep sinking for 
gold, as prospecting, in the same sense at all; of 
course, it waR prospecting in deeper levels. He 
should like the Minister for :;\lines to inform 
the Committee how much of the £10,000, 
he thought or knew, would be spent during 
the present year~ Last }'f':tr the greater part 
lapsed, the .'ame as a vote that they had under 
rliscussion a short time ago for roads, for which 
there was £10,000 voted, and of which £4,000 
htpsed. Had there been any attempt made to 
spew! some of it upon the Pnlmer Gold Field, 
which the hon. member for Cook and he had inter
viewed the hon. gentleman about two months 
ago? The hon. gentlernan pron1ised to f:lubmit 
certain proposals to :'vir. ,Tack, who could not go 
there. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said he 
believed the whole of the £10,000 would be spent. 
!VIr .. Tack, and the mining registrarH, and the 
gold wardens, had been instructed to select the 
shafts which were most likely to turn out suc
cessful, and point out the be't methods of pro
ceeding to the mine-owners. If all were at 
work, that £10,000 would be expended before the 
end of the year, an<! very posbibly the Govern
ment would have to come down with a supple
mentary vote. Seeing that they had given pros
pecting a tri~tl, and it had not turned out 
succe"sful, it was best to spend what money they 
had now in endeavouring to get down deeper, and 
see whereabouts they would strike payable gold. 
Unfortunately Mr. Jack had been taken away 
for the purpose of endeavouring to discover the 
best pbce to bore for wnter, or he would have 
gone over the whole of the goldfields. It was 
the de"ire of the Government to carry out the 
wishes of the House, and assist those parties 
who wished to discover pnyable gold at greater 
depths. \Vith regard to the payments for pros
pecting he might say that, since the member for 
Townsville wns JYiinister for \Vorks, lots of those 
progress associations hacl sprung up, their object 
apparently being to get money out of the Govern
ment fur all sorts of purposes. 

Mr. FERG USON said at the commencement of 
the SeS'iOn the JYlinister for cviines promised him 
that Mr. Jack would be sent to the Central 
district, but he had never been there yet, and he 
(Mr. Ferguson) would like to know if it was 
intended by the Minister to keep his promise 
and send Mr. Jack to the Central district as soon 
as possible ? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said he had 
promised the hon. member and the hon. member 
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for Black all that Mr. Jack would be sent to the 
Central district and the Gladstone district as 
well. Mr. Jack was at present engaged in other 
work, but there was another geological surveyor 
(Mr. Rands), and he should be very glad if the 
hon. member would accept the services of that 
gentleman. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the Minister for Mines 
did not answer the question of the hon. member 
for Townsville. When might Mr .• Tack be 
expected to report upon those vctriou> fields in 
the Cook district, which the Minister had pro
mised to send someone to report upon ? He 
should like the Minister to mention some prospec
tive time. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said public 
money could not be expended unless there was 
some assurctnce that the result would be scttisfctc
tory. Mr. J ctck would visit the gol<lfields in the 
Cook district in their turn. When he returned 
from his present expedition he would go to 
Gbdstone, Rockhctmpton, and Chctrters Towers. 

Mr. HAMILTON sctid thctt was hardly an 
answer to his question, and he would like to 
hctve some definite time mentioned. It might be 
two yectrs or more before Mr .• Tack got up to the 
Cook district. Moreover, the Minister for Mines 
stctted to the hon. member for Hockhctmpton 
that, if Mr. ,T ctck wcts not avctilable, the services 
of some other gentlemctn might be utiliser!. He 
hctd no doubt Mr. Rands was"' competent geolo
gist, ctnd thctt the people in the Cook district 
would sooner hctve his services thctn hctve to wctit 
"' yectr or two for Mr. J ctck. When did the 
Minister expect thctt Mr. Jctck would finish his 
present lctbours? 

The MINISTER ]'OR MINES said the hon. 
member could not expect him to tie himself down 
to "' stcttement thctt Mr. ,T ctck's services would be 
ctvctilable in "' few weeks or "' month. He hctd 
promised the member for Burke thctt Mr. Jack 
would visit the Etheridge, ctnd he intended to 
hctve carried out his promise, but !VIr. J ctck's 
services were required elsewhere. He wcts not 
going to tie himself down by stating any definite 
time. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Cctn you tell me within 
six months? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES sctid he could 
not. 

Mr. NORTONsctid he thought the persuasive
ness of the hon. the Colonial Treasurer hctd 
been t<>O much for the Minister for Mines. It 
was not bir that the Colonictl Treasurer should 
press Mr. Jack into the work in which he wcts 
now engctged, His sctlary wcts pctid from the 
Mining Depctrtment, ctnd he should not hctve 
been employed in work thctt rectlly had no con
nection with his duties, while the mining com
munity lost his services during the whole of the 
time he wcts so employed. He understood from 
the Minister for Mines that cts soon cts Mr. J ctck 
returned he was going up to Glctclstone, and 
then on to Rockhampton. It wcts rather un
fortunctte thctt any clelcty hctd taken plctce, because 
the work at some mines wcts held back until Mr. 
Jack's ctrrival. ·with regard to deep sinking ctt 
Gym pie ctnd Stanthorpe, which had been visited, 
he would like to know what mines were to be 
assisted, and to whctt extent? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES sctid an 
armngement had been come to ctt Stanthorpe 
with the owners of mines that the Government 
would contribute £1 for £1, ctnd ctt Gympie the 
Government would pcty £4 per foot for every foot 
sunk. 

JYli·. LUMLEY HILL sctid he wcts inclined to 
agree with the hon. member for Port Curtis, as he 
thought that Mr. Jack wcts ctbout on a wild-goose 

chase, ctnd the sooner he was recctlled the better. 
That sort of combincttion with the \V ctterworks 
Department was likely to lead to friction, ctnrl, 
judging from the insane sort of :"!'Y in which 
1'Ir. Henderson appectred to be crmsmg ctbont the 
country-first to Aclctvale, then back to Romct, 
ctnd th'en on to the Drummond lbnge-no good 
results were likely to >tccrue. If Mr. Jack hctd 
been sent out by himself he might possibly hctve 
done some good, although he (Mr. Lumley Hill) 
thought he Wits quite out of his latitude when 
looking for wctter. He did not think Mr .• hck 
was likely to do much good, or likely to meet 
with much success. The Government might just 
as well send out a n18Jn with a divining rod 
to the \V estern districts to look few water, 
or, better still, ctn astronomer or rctin-mctker. 
But cts for going about with thctt extmordinary 
nmn who presided over their waterworks, the 
liydraulic Engineer, he thought it was waHting 
his time, if Mr. Jctck wcts any good-ctnd he 
believed thctt gentleman wcts, <tS he knew he bore 
"'g~od reputation. He (J'vlr. Lumley Hill) wcts 
sure the reputation JYir. Henderson bore in the 
vV est WCLS not a good one, SO far CLS the ctlllOUnt of 
money he had spent compctred with the work 
done was concerned. 

J\Ir. ARCHER said he quite ctgreecl with the 
hon. member for Port Cnrtis that it was scctrcely 
"' proper thing for the Geologist, who was pctid 
from the vote for }\fines, to be sent to do work 
for another depctrtrnent. But the hon. member 
never said that :iYir. Jack wcts going on a 
wild-goose clmse. He (Mr. Archer) hctd not 
the slightest rloubt thctt Mr. Henderson would 
be glad of Mr. J ctck's ctssistctnce. Of course the 
hon. member for Cook had a clown on the 
Hydrctulic Engineer becmlSe he we~s defectted in 
"' dispute concerning some work done by Mr. 
Henderson ; ctnd the hon. member now hctd the 
ad vantage of the engineer in that Committee. 
But the papers in the nutter referred to were 
ctll public, along with the hon. member's letter 
ctnd the certificate of two gentlemen who certified 
to the truth of Mr. Henderson's report. The 
hon. member was defeated in ctn ctmictble 
contest as to whether there wcts a certctin 
ctmount of water in "' plctce out west, but 
thctt was hctrrlly "' sufficient rectson for making 
such re!llarks as he had made ctbout l'\Ir. 
Henderson. Any man who had been out ":est 
during the bst three yectrs, and knew the diffi
culty Mr. Henderson had in tctking mctchinery 
ctnd men there, and even in carting wctter for 
miles to keep his engine going, must admit thctt 
it wcts hectrt-breaking work ; and it wcts rather 
hctrd to judge of his work under those unbvonr
able circumstctnces cts if it hctd been done during 
orclinctry sectsons. It was not "' good time for 
ctttctckingthe H vdrctulicEngineernow, seeing thctt 
the estimcttes of his department were not before 
the Committee. There wcts no doubt thctt the 
pctpers laid on the table of the House in reference 
to the mcttter to which he lmd alluded showed 
that the Hydmulic Engineer was right in his 
stntements ctnd thctt the hon member for Cook 
mctde a mistake. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said he would just scty 
one word in reply to the stcttement of the hon. 
member for Bbckctll thctt he (Mr. Lumley Hill) 
had made "' mistctke. The hon. member hctd 
seen the pctpers tlmt were bid on the table of the 
House, and in tlmt respect hctd ctn advctntctge 
over him, cts he (Mr. Lumley Hill) hctd not seen 
them. He only wrote one letter on the subject, 
ctnd that wcts to the Colonictl Treasurer ; but he 
did not confine himself to one statement alone. 
The hon. member for B!ctclmll had alluded, no 
doubt, to the statement ctlleged to hctve been 
mctde with regard to the bore, but there was ctlso"' 
stcttement in reference to a dam. It was alleged iu 
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the report of the Hydraulic Engineer, which was 
published in the paper8, that the dam was full of 
water. Now, he (;yir Lurnley Hill) saw the darn 
himself, and saw that there was only from a foot 
to eighteen inches of pea-soupy mud in it, and 
that he could maintain it was never controverted. 
And ga,uging his other r-::tate1nent, by the accur::tcy 
of that report, he (:VI:r. Lumley Hill) came to the 
conclusion that .:IIr. Henderson's statements 
about the bore were not much to be relied on, 
and thttt from the character of the apparatus he 
had for te•ting the bore he could not hnve tested 
it to the extent alleged. \Vhen, however, his 
(Mr. Lumley Hill's) letter went in and there 
was a test made before witn<'~ses, J\Ir. 
Henderson, as he (Mr. Lurnley Hill) hat! ascer
tained, took care to have a different apparatus. 
The report he referred to was utterly untrue in 
the main point. He waR perfectly ready to make 
an allowance for the difficulties the Hydraulic 
Engineer had to encounter in years such 'as those 
which the colony had just passed through, but 
he maintained that that officer was utterly 
unfitted for the work in the back country. He 
might be a good hydraulic engineer for making 
reservoirs at Gold Creek, J~noggera, or other 
]Jlaces along the coast, or localities which he 
had seen before, but, if taken into new country, 
such as was found in the western part of the colony, 
he was utterly useless; and the ttmount of money 
that had been spent out there was altogether 
disproportionate to the work that had been done. 
He (Mr. Lumley Hill) would like tD know 
whether the member for Blaclmll had read the 
letter from tlw chttirman of the Kerangoolah 
Divisional Board, which appeared in the CouJ·ic1· 
the other day, and which showed that the 
opinion held with regard to Mr. Henderson 
in that district was not of the highest. He 
(i\Ir. Lumley Hill) had abstained from enter
ing into any <liscussion at the time the wttter
works estimates were before the Committee, but 
now that Mr. Hende"'on was taking a good man 
in the Government Service awav in his train he 
thought that the sooner that "connection was 
severed the better. He had as great an interest 
as any member of that Committee in seeing water 
found in theW estern districts, but, as he had said, 
he thought Mr. Jack should return to his own work. 

Mr. AHCHER said he quite agreed with the 
hon. member for Cook, that the sooner Mr. Jack 
got back again to his legitimate work the better, 
and he might state that he had seen the letter 
which appeared in the CuuTier. \Yith regard to 
the matter in dispute between the hon. member 
for Cook and Mr. Henderson, he might say that 
the hon. member for Cook persuaded hilll (Mr. 
Archer) that there was nothing like the quantity 
of water in the bore that there was stated to be 
by the Hydraulic Engineer. He (Mr. Archer) 
believed the hon. member was perfectly serious 
and was under the impression that what he stated 
was true. He did not doubt that for a moment, 
but the dispute was not what sort of utensils 
the engineer used to arrive at a decision, but 
what was the decision arrived at ; and the result 
proved that the statement made by Mr.Henderson 
was correct. He (Mr. Archer) should certainly 
see in future that he did not act upon the state
ment of even the most truthful person, without 
some evidence in support of it. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
thought they were wandering away from the 
consideration of the Estimates, anc1 he did not 
wish to prolong the discussion on that matter, 
but simply to say that whilst hon. gentlemen 
expressed their regret that :?\Ir .• Jack had been 
taken away from his legitimate work they· must 
surely overlook the great importance of testing 
the question of finding art~~si:1n water in the 
\Vestern districtfl. 'vVithout J\lr .• Jack's presence 
in the \Vestern district it would be utterly 

impossible to have that question tested in the 
manner the Government intended to have it tested. 
Though he believed Mr. Henderson was a highly 
competent hydraulic engineer, that gentleman 
himself admitted that he did not possess sufficient 
geological knowledge to give him confidence in 
selecting any site in the \V egt for the scene 
of operations. Hon. gentlemen should remember 
that the experiment would be a costly one. It 
would run into an expenditure of £10,000 or 
£12,000 ; but then the advantages to the 
colony from the discovery of water in 
the interior would be enormous. All mining 
operations he regarded as secondary to the great 
question of testing the Western districts with a 
view of finding artesian water ; and he believed 
that was the opinion of the large majority of 
hem. member8. It was not a question of the 
competency of l\Tr. Henderson, or otherwise; 
that was a question to be discussed when the 
:Estim,'Ltes in connection with that officer were 
under consideration. He had every confidence 
in J\Ir. Henderson, and he was in accord with 
the hon. member for Blackall in understanding 
the imuperable obstacles which had beset Mr. 
Henderson during the three years he had been 
carrying on operations in the interior. He felt 
it his duty now to inKist on the necessity of Mr. 
J ~tck's leaving all other matters-and he was 
glad the Minister for Mines took the same view 
-to assist the Hydraulic Engineer in relieving the 
colony from the present scarcity of water in the 
interior. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he agreed that th~ dis
covery of water was a most important matter; 
but why did not the Colonial Treasurer get a 
geologist of his own for that purpose? The Gov
ermnent Geologist was paid by the Mines Depart
ment; and the action of the Government in 
taking him from that department, and the 
answers to questions given by the :Minister for 
Mines, showed what the mining industry might 
expect from the present Government. The 
Minister for Mines spoke in a pitiful way of the 
money that had been abstracted from the Gov
ernnwnt, and tried to prove his liberality to the 
miners by saying that he had put £10,000 
down on the Estimates for deep sinking; but he 
forgot that what the Government gave with 
one hand they took away with the other
they gave £10,000 for deep sinking, but they 
took it out again in the tax on machinery. The 
Minister for Mines could not tell within six 
months when Mr. Jack would visit the northern 
parts of the colony, but he said that not a penny 
of the money voted could be spent till Mr. Jack 
did o;-o there; and that was tantamount to 
saying that though the money was placed 
on the Estimates it was not going to be 
expended. He did not agree with the Minister 
for Mines that a reward for the discovery of 
gold led to better results than a sum on the 
Estimates to assist prospecting. As a rule, 
prospectors were satisfied with finding a pay
able goldfield, but they did not object to a money 
reward. Sums placed on the Estimates for pros
pecting purposes were intended principally for 
people who believed they could find gold, and 
were willi11g to try, but had not the means to do 
so. The :Minister for Mines gave as a reason for 
not putting more on the Estimates for that 
purpo'e that the sum of £4,000 had already 
been expended with no result. Was that not an 
absurd reason 1 If miners were to reason in that 
way-namely, that because they had been unsuc
cessful in prospecting for a year or so that it was 
useless to try any more-no fresh fields would 
ever be discovered in Queensland. 'fhe Palmer 
would never have been discovered under those 
cirtmmstances, bec:.tuse it was not discovered 
till some years nfter the discovery of Gympie. 
\Vhilst objecting to a small amonnt for 
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prospecting purposes, the hem. gentleman, the 
Jll[ini"ter for 1\iines, actually ]Jroposed iwo or 
three days ago to spend half-a-million of money 
-fur it would amount to that, including the cost 
of resuming land-for a mile and a-httlf of rail
way in a locality which was connectecl with 
town by tramway and omnibus traffic. 

Mr. NOR TON said he believed Mr. Henderson 
was anxious tu do his work faithfully. Though 
he was dismis.,ed by the Victorittn Government, 
\~ith many others, during the Berry administra
twn, he had been compensated for the loss of 
office by that Govemment, at whose hands he 
httd received every possible amends for the 
trettbnent he formerly received in that colony. 
Though JIIIr. J ttck would, no doubt, be of grettt 
ttssistance to Mr. Hemlerson, he might remind 
hon. members that water had been found inN ew 
South \Vales without the aid of a geologiot
artesian water, which in some cases had ri::-;en 
twenty feet auovethe surface of the ground. There
fore, he thought tlmt if tt geologist wtts required 
out west the Trettsurer should lmve one of his own. 
'l'he hon. gentleman compared the importance 
of discovering water with th>~t of mining dis
coveries : but if ever there was a time when the 
value of tl'e mining industry was shown beyond 
all question, now was that time, ttncl he thought 
every facility should be given to atlvance that 
industry. It wtts admitterl tht1t the discovery of 
Gyrnpie was of immense benetit to the colony, 
but the colony was not then in aii bad a position 
tts now. At the present time the pastoral, the 
agricultural, and other industries were in a 
deplorable condition; but, notwitlH;tanding the 
drought, the mines had yielded to the country pro
duce of a value that could not be over-estirnatetl 
There wtts this also to be said in re~arcl to the 
n1in~:; : that ·when deep :;inking took lJl::tce, how
ever dry the season might be, in almost every 
case the mines would supply the water required 
for their own use. The expense of SUlJplying 
them with water would not, therefore, fall on 
the Government. He could not help thinking 
that thQ condition of the colony at the present 
time ought to teach them that the mining 
intereot was simply in its infttncy. A report 
was spread with regard to the Northern district 
by the Rev. Mr. Clark, who he was sorry 
to stty was now dead. JIIIr. Clark was 
a geologist who lived in Sydney for nutny 
years, and he was a gentleman on whoRe stnte
ments everyone who knew him placed great 
relimlCe. It was he who pointed out tlmt 
great discoveries of gold would be made in all 
parts nf Queensland. His statements heed been 
amply veritied, and the probability was tluct 
greater discoveries than had yet been made 
would take place. He (Mr. N orton) therefore 
regretted tn hettr the Colonial Treasurer B>tying, 
after the experience now gained, that the costly 
work of boring for water wtts of so nmc'b 
more Yalue than prospecting for gold. In thttt 
matter he entirely disagreed with the Colonial 
Treasurer. The boring for wttter hac! simply 
anwunted to experin1enting in one or two places. 
He was talking the other day to a gentkman 
who had httd a good deal of experience with 
regard to the boring operations in New South 
\Vales, and it appeared that a large number of 
the very successful bores there were put down 
without the aid of tt geologist. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he quite ttgreed with 
those who said that Mr. Jack had gone on a very 
important mission. He knew front having been 
out we:;t how important it was to tine! artesian 
water there. At the same time, he considered 
that the subject was so important tlu1t perhaps 
the Government ought to have obtained the 
services of tt geologist for the purpose instead of 
taking Mr. Jack away from the work in which 

he was formerly engaged. And, after all, lHr. 
Jack's mission had been rather •1 wild-goose 
chase. As hon. members told the Colonial 
Treasurer, 'lvhen the question wa.s discw;sed on 
a nwtion for adjounnnent, it was sin1ply n. case 
of locking the stable door ttfter the steed was 
gone. i\1r. ,Tack could not possibly do the work 
in the state the country was in. JIIIessrs. ,Jack 
ttnd Henderson had consequently been simply 
waKting their tin1e. 

'The PREMIER: Not ttt all. 
Mr. ST EVBNSON : 'The Premier said "Not 

at all," but he (1\fr. Stevenson) said" Yes," and 
if he was wrong he horJed that the Committee 
would get some information as to what Mr. Jack 
had done since he had gone away. Had he 
"'lected any spot where artesian water was likely 
to be found, or had he been simply wttndering 
about the country trying here, trying there, and 
then trying somewhere ebe? It was a mistake to 
take :\Ir. Jtcck away from good work to send him 
on a wild-goose chase. He did not see that 1\ir. 
Heuderson was in any way to bbme, or could be 
reflected upon in connection with the matter. 
\Vhether his work had been generally successful 
or not he (1\Ir. SteYenson) was not in a position 
to say. If the hon. m em her for Cook had any 
hult to find with :\lr. Henderson, or any cases 
to stttte in which Mr. Renderson failed to do his 
duty, JIIIr. Henderson, on the other hand, might 
be able to reply. In one <"Jose, as had been 
pointed out, a report by 1\fr. Henderson had been 
impugned, but when it was referred to two 
gentlemen in the district concerned it was 
corroborated alnw>t to the very letter. But 
what he (1\Ir. Ste\'enson) chiefly objected to was 
the mttnner in which 1\lr. Jttek had been sent 
away to explore for water. The lYiinister for 
::\Iines had prcmtised various members thttt JYir. 
Jack would visit their districts ttnd report on 
their mines within tt certain time. Hon. mem
bers were led to believe that his reports on the 
mineml re"mrce> of their districts would be 
1nade within a certain thne, and now they \Vere 
without any cletinite information as to when J'IIr. 
,Jrwk would be back from the \V est ami a vaihtble 
for reporting on the North. He for one had a 
promise from the l\Iinister for 1\lines that as soon 
as :\Ir. Jack had finiohecl work he was then 
engaged in he would visit 1\Iount Britton. He 
told his constituents, through the secretary of 
the Progress Associtttion, that he had got that 
promise, but now he found that 1\'Ir. Jack had 
gone \V est apparently for an indetinite period, 
,wd hon. members, being left in the Lbrk, were 
unable to explain to their constituents the 
rea.sons why :\Iinisterial promises were not ful
filled. 

Mr. LU:M:LEY HILL sttid that in the cttse 
referred to by the hon. member for Norman by, 
in which the correctness of a report by ::\Ir. 
Henderson was questioned, all reference to the 
clam was specittllv left out. He (Mr. Lumley Hill) 
wtts very guarded in his reference to the bore, 
because he could not see into it. \Vhat he said wtts, 
that if Mr. Henderson's statement about the bore, 
which he (l\Ir. J~umley Hill) could not see into, 
was as trutllful as his statement about the dam, 
which he (Mr. Lumley Hill) had seen, there WliS 

not much faith to be placed in what he said the 
bore would do. It appeared, however, that the 
bore turned out better than he (Mr. Lumley Hill) 
ttnticipate<l. Both sides of the Committee 
seemed to lJe pretty well agreed that the sooner 
the "Jack and Jill" sort of partnership was 
disHJlved-2\Ir. Jack sent off elsewhere, ttnd lYir. 
Henderson left to find another geologist or to do 
his tnvn gcologising for hi1nself-the better. 1\Ir. 
Jack, he was inf(,rrned, 'vas out in the western 
country on the Dian1antina yearH ago, \vas 
utterly at sea, and confessed that he did not 
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nnderstand the nature of the country at all. 
It was a very peculiar country, in which a most 
expert geologist might be at fttult. The best 
man they could get would be one who had got 
his experience either in K ew South \V ales or 
South Australia. The debate reminded him of 
the old rhyme--

"Jack and Jill went up the hill, 
'l'o get a pail of wat.er, 

J (tCk fell down and broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after." 

He was afraid they would get very little water, 
and Mr .• Jack might as well get back to the 
mines. 

1\Ir. HA:'.IILTON "aid the hon. member cmn
plained that the members who had svoken on 
the subject avoided all reference to dams. He 
could assure the hon. member tlmt those who 
had not spoken had been very profusely in
dulging in the1n while listening to the interinin
able discussion, which had nothing to do with 
the question before them. He (Mr. Hamilton) 
knew nothing about the dispute ; but he did 
know that J'.Ir. Henderson was a good man, 
and he supposed that was the opinion of the 
Government. Some time since the hon. member 
for Port Curtis asked the Minister for Mines 
when Mr. Jack might be expected in the Port 
Curtis district, and the answer was that it might 
be in three or four months. That meant that 
they could not expect him in the North fnr 
about seven or eight 1nonths, if then ; in 
fact, that was borne out by the statement 
of the Minister for Mines that he could not tell 
within six months when they might h'we him. 
At that rate the £10,000 on the l<:stimates was 
simply a fraud; because the time would have 
expired before the money could possibly be 
expended. The time of the vote expired next 
June. J<'our months of the financiltl year had 
passed ; they could not expect Mr. Jack for 
another six months-that was ten months ; then 
his report had to come clown here and be con
sidered before a penny of that £10,000 was 
expended ; therefore the year for which the 
money was put down would have expired before 
a penny of it could be expended in the North. 
\Vhat he would like to know was whether
since the Government had appropriated the 
be,;t geologist belonging to the Mines Depart
ment-they had another officer in whom they 
had sufficient confidence to report on the desira
bility, or otherwise, of giving Government aid 
to those fields in the northern portion which 
had asked for it. 'There was Mr. Hosser, the 
Geological Surveyor in Gympie. He recollected 
asking :'vir. Norton, then Minister for Mines, to 
give Gyn1pie a geological surveyor; ::\fr. tT ack 
was asked to recommend someone, and he spoke 
most highly of l'vlr. Rosser, whose work in 
Gympie showecl tl1t:tt the recommendation 
was well merited. Then the Government were 
giving another man a high salary-Mr. Rancls-· 
and he supposed that if that gentleman could 
not be trusted to make the report he w>es not fit 
for the position he occupied. The mines in the 
North were languishing for tht:tt assistance; the 
mere fact that the Government had promised it 
show eel they thought it desirable that it should 
be given ; and what he wanted to know was 
whether the Government had any other officers 
in their employ upon whom they could rely 
sufficiently to make that report. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said the 
hon. member for Cook (Mr. Hamilton) had 
got up three time,, and each time he had 
put about 500 CJllestions. The hon. member 
professed to represent a mining constituency 
and he was very desirous to stand well with 
the miners and make them think the Go.-ern
ment were neglecting their interests. All 

he could say was that the miners would not 
believe the hon. gentleman ; the miners knew 
very well who was their friend, and it would be 
a long time before they would count the hon. 
member for Cook as one. \Vhen the hon. mem
ber for Burke asked when Mr. ,Jack would visit 
certain goldfields, he (the Minister for Mines) 
was perfectly sincere in his reply. He had 
no intention of misleading the hon. member. 
It would be recollected that about that time 
that mountain of gold, :Mount Morgan, was 
discovered. It caused a great sensation, and 
they were all anxious that Mr. Jack should go 
and report Gn it. In face of that he did not very 
well see how he could refuse. That was one 
cause of the delay. 'rhen the hon. member for 
Normanby asked when Mr. Jack would be back. 
He (the :Minister for Mines) really could not tell. 
If he had mentioned a day, the hon. member 
would by-and-by accuse him of breaking his 
promise. The Government had been abused 
and accused of injuring the pastoral lessees and 
driving them from the country, and now they 
were endeavouring to get water for the pastoral 
lessees to keep their stock alive they were 
abused for neglecting the mining industry. 
He had been very reluctant that Mr. Jack 
should go aw:cy because he was anxious to 
keep his promises ; but the Government had 
expended large sums of money on boring 
machinery, and were paying a high salary to a 
cmnpetent hydraulic engineer, and it \Vas thought 
desirable that Mr. Jack should go for a week or 
two and assist in trying to discover the best spot 
for finding water. He thought the Government 
ought to be commended for that rather than 
abused. The hon. member for Cook knew very 
well that the Government were desirous of 
as..;isting the miners in every possible way ; but 
it suited the hon. member to abuse the Govern
ment in order to curry favour with the miners. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the Minister for Mines 
\Vas not going to get out of ansv."'ering his question 
in tl"tt way. The hon. member said he had 
answered the questions three times, but, if so, the 
Delphic oracle was a fool to him. He (Mr. 
Hamilton) intended to have an answer to his 
question, or the Estimates would take a Yery 
long time to get through. He simply wanted a 
plain reply to a plain question. It was no use for 
the Minister for Mines to get on his tail and go mad 
becrtuse he was asked a CJUe<tion. It was no use to 
say that the miners knewwhowas their friend; that 
had nothing to do with the question he had asked. 
He lmclasked him, in the firstinstance,when l'IIr. 
Jack might be expected in the northern portion 
of the colony to report upon the mines upon 
which the money was to be expended? The hon. 
gentleman at first said he could not tell, and then 
said he might be expected in six months; and he 
told the hon. member for Hockhampton that if 
he was not satisfied with Mr. Jack he could have 
J'.Ir. Rands. He (Mr. Hamilton) then showed 
that if they were to depend upon Mr. ,Jack the 
money would not be expended during the present 
financial year for which it was voted. He had 
then asked the hon. gentleman a plain question, 
as to whether the Government had among their 
officers any man whom, during Jack's absenc@, 
they could send up to report upon those fields ? 
That was a plain CJUestion, and he was entitled to 
have it answered by the Minister for Mines. 

The MINISTER :FOR MINES said he had 
told the hon. member, as plainly as he could speak, 
that he could not tell at what elate Mr. Jack 
might be expected to report upon those gold
fields. What more could he tell the hon. member? 
If the hon. member chose to obstruct the business 
of the Committee he could do so. It was utterly 
impossible to say the exact elate when l'IIr. Jack 
would be in the North. He would promise that 
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there would be no dehy. He could not force 
Mr. Jack o,hout the country o,nd run him by stemn 
power. He could not say when .1\lr. Jo,ck would 
be bo,ck from the western country, but he 
believed he would be back in a few weeks, 11nd 
he would proceed with the busin~"" he had got in 
hand. He could not anower more fully than that. 
If he said tlmt Mr. Jack would be in '' certain 
phtce on a certain elate and he was not there, tbe 
hon. member would accuse him of breaking a 
promise and a pledge. The Government were 
quite as desirous as the hon. member, that ::\ir. 
Jack should go ahead with that work, and it was 
to the interest of the Government that he should 
do so ; but to name a certain day when JYir. J o,ck 
would be in the North was impossible. 

Mr. HAMILTOK said the Minister for Mines 
knew perfectly well that that was not an answer 
to his question. He had stated that, judging by 
the hon. member's replies to the hon.memberfor 
Port Curtis, there was not the slightest possi
bility of Mr. ,Tack getting up north within the 
next six or seven months, and he wanted to 
know whether the Government lucd among 
their officers any individual whom they could 
send up in Mr. Jack's absence to report upon 
those goldfields? He wanted to know if the Gov
ernment would send up :iYir. Rands, or Mr. 
Rosser, if Mr. Jack could not go up? 

The MI::'\ISTER FOR ::YIIXES said the hon. 
member forgot that it was not the Go.-emmcnt 
only who were to be satisfied as to the mines to 
be selected for deep sinking. The miners wanted 
someone sent up in whom they had confidence. 
\Vhat would be the good of sending up someone 
in whom the miners themselves would have no 
confidence? The mines most suitable for deep 
sinking had to be selected, and if they did not 
send up someone of experience in whom the 
miners had confidence they had better leave it 
alone. Probably the hon. member had some 
friend who, he had come to the conclusion, would 
be competent for the work. 

Mr. HAMILTON: No friend whatever. 
The MINISTER l•'OR l\IIN"ES said it was 

not only the Government who were to be 
satisfied as to the proper shafts to select fo 
deep sinking, but the miners themselves. 

:Mr. HAMILTON: They were not consulted 
regarding Mr. Jack. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said the hon. 
member knew very well that several miners 
thought their shafts the best, and would like to 
have assistane0 from the Government to sink 
them deeper. 

Mr. HA::YliLTON: 'rhey will be satisfied if 
the Government send up another man. 

The MINISTER J<'OR l\IINJ<:S said the 
Government desired to send up the best man 
they had got. He could give no other answer. 

Mr. HAMILTON : I want to know if you 
ha.-e another man of sufficient intelligence· to 
send up there ? 

The MINISTER FOH MIXES : I will say 
twelve months. That is an answer. Or ,ooner 
if poesible. 

Mr. DOXALDSO?'f said that Mr. Jack was 
paid by the people of the colony for the position 
he now held, and, whilst his information might 
be useful to the miners, it might at the same 
time be made of great advantage and use to 
another portion of the community. He certainly 
quite approved of the action of the Go\ ernment 
in sending Mr. ,Tack out to see if he could not 
make a discovery that was quite as important as 
that of gold. That gentleman had been for some 
three or four years in the employment of the 
Government, and during the whole of that time 

his work had been occupied for a speci11l purpose 
-that was, in reporting upon goldfields. If there 
was any one discovery in the colony that would 
prove of greater vo,lue than another it was that 
of artesio,n water. Great expenditure had been 
incurred in procuring 1nachinery, and it was 
nece;sary that a skilled person should be bent to 
the western country to see where that machinery 
should Le tried. It would Le in the recollection 
of hnn. Inmnbers thnt smne tin1e ago, \vhen 1\:Ir. 
Jack reported upon l\1ount l\Iorgan, he stated 
thttt the discovery was something new in gold
mining in the colony, o,nd he also referred to the 
probability that in the western portion of the 
country, which had not been prospected for 
gold, similar drscoveries might be made. It 
was quite possible that :VIr. .Tack in his travels 
in the \V est might find country suitable for 
that purpose, and it was within the range of 
possibility tlmt, while boring for water, he 
might find gold. The people out west contri
buted largely towards the salary of that 
officer, and should he discover water in that 
country he would make a discovery that would 
be quite as advantageous to the colony as the 
discovery of gold. It would be a permanent 
thing, and it would enable the country at present 
almost valueless to be turned to a better and a 
higher use than was possible at the present time. 
They had certainly w,cndered a good d0al away 
from the subject before them, but he would like 
to ask the Colonial Treasurer to give them a 
little more inform"tion th,tn he had given upon 
the doings of l\J r. Jack and l\Ir. Henderson. 
He understood that reports had been sent in, 
and he would like to be informed if they had, up 
to the present time, selected any point npon 
which they decided to sink for water. 

The COLONIAL THEASURER said he 
had very little information, beyond what he had 
received in a letter from l\lr. Henderson, to the 
effect that they had not yet decided upon a 
locality in which to bore. They intended to 
skut for the Drnrnmond Hanges, and l\Ir. 
Henderson expressed a hope tlmt Lefore long 
they would lJc able to select some locality, and 
then l\Ir. Arnold would be instructed to join 
them with the machinery. 

Mr. :FOXTON said that as the hon. member 
for Cook had got his reply from the Minister for 
illines--

l\1r. HAMILTON: No, I have not. 
Mr. l<'OXTON: It was scarcely any use touch

ing upon that question again. He would like, })(nv
ever, to refer to the discussion between them so 
far as the interest of the Government in the 
mining industry was concerned. He believed 
that the hon. member for Cook was wrong in his 
opinion of the Government in that respect. He 
believed that the Government-especially the 
l\Iinister for l\Iines-took a deep and lasting 
interest in the rnining industry. Believing so, 
he hoped the hon. gentleman would pay some 
attention to the remarks he was 11bout to make 
in reference to the arrangements made for deep 
sinking at Stanthorpe. At Gympie, the hem. 
mem her had told them, the Government were 
paying £4 a foot for deep sinking. 

The MINISTER J<'OB MINES: l3y way of 
loan. 

Mr. FOXTON said he understood that the 
whole of those votes were being advanced by way 
of loan. At Stanthorpc the arrangement made 
was that the Government should advance £1 for 
every £1 put into the Rhaft by the pro
prietors. He took it that the object of the vote 
was not to benefit any particuhr mine or mines, 
but to benefit the district. Mr. ,f ack had visited 
the district he represented, aJHl had reported upou 
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two particular mines which were representative 
mines, and selected those as being the mines upon 
which the Government should spend the money. 
The consensus of opinion amongst the mining 
population was that l\Ir. Jack was perfectly 
right, and the owners of rival mines were per
fectly satisfied with his choice. But, as very 
often happened in mining, the proprietors of one 
of the mines had for some time been at the 
end of their tether, so to speak. They had spent 
all their money on the mine, which showed their 
bone< .fides, but they were unable at the present 
moment to provide pound for pound. The 
consequence was that the application of the 
vote was delayed, and some irritation had 
been caused thereby. He would suggec.t to 
the Minister for Mines that as the proceeds 
of the mine, if there were any, would be a 
first charge in favour of the Govarnment, the 
mon6y be adv::mced not upon the principle 
laid down, but upon the proprietors showing 
that they had already advanced a sum equal to 
the amount which was proposed to be advanced 
by the Government; that was to say, that the 
money they had already sunk in that particular 
mine should count as an equivalent for the 
Government loan. Such a course would meet 
with the approbation, not only of the owners of 
the selected mines, but of the whole mining 
population of Stanthorpe. :Not being i1hle at 
present to put down pound tor pound, those men 
were in an awkward predicament, and the fact 
of that mine having been selected retarded the 
operation of the vote in the district. To adopt 
his suggestion would really be furthering the 
object the Committee had in view in voting the 
nwney. 

The MINISTER :FOR MINES £'laid that 
:Mr. Jack, the mining surveyor, and the warden 
visited Stanthorpe, and selected two mines 
which they considered revresentative mines. 
After making the selections the mntter was 
discussed at a meeting of the miners, and the 
miners agreed to corrnnence deep sinking on 
Government paying pound for pound. That 
was the report that 1\Ir. J 'wk sent in, and he 
had not interfered with it. He understood the 
conclusion come to by the 1niners was a unani~ 
rnous one. 

Mr. FOXTON said he did not doubt the 
accuracy of J'lfr. Jack's report. vVhat he said 
was that l\Ir. Jack informed the miners that 
those were the terms upon which the Govern
ment proposed to make the advance. In agree
ing to those terms no douht they thought they 
would be able to mbe the necessary funds to 
continue paying pound for pound. Bnt deep 
sinking for tin was a comparatively new 
industry at Stanthorpe, and the men could not 
get advances upon the prospects which might be 
got out of the mine. The prospects, he under· 
stood, were most excellent. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSA.N: Have they 
found a lode yet? 

Mr. J!'OXTON : Yes ; two or three. 
The MINISTER FOR MINES said Mr. 

Jack must have been acting under a misappre· 
hension, for the Governrnent gave bin1 no in~ 
structions as to what amount was to be paid for 
deep sinking. 

Mr. }'OXTON said the hon. fientleman mis· 
understood him. vVhat he said was thttt the 
miners, after conversation with iYir. Jack, were 
under the impression that those were the terms 
on which the Government would advance the 
mon~y. The men themselves, he believed, 
thought it was to be a grant in aid of deep sink
ing, not a loan. If it was a loan the Govern
ment might fairly make it a loan on the owners 
showing that they had ah·eady expended on the 

mine a sum equivalent to what it might be 
deemed advisable to grant by way of loan, espe
cially as repayment of the loan was a first charge 
on the out-turn from the mine. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
hoped that whatever the Government did to 
as,iet mining they would apply it equally all over 
the colony-that they would not establish one 
system at Stanthorpe, and another at Gympie, 
and a third at Charters Towers ; for if they 
did it would lead to nothing but confusion and 
clissatbfactinn. He did not know what system 
the Government intended to adopt, but hon. 
members might make up their minds at once, and 
call it a grant instead of a loan ; and the 
Minister for Mines knew that just as well as he 
did. In Victoria, where the system had heen 
tried for some years, there had been only one 
solitary repayment of £500 out of all the thou
so,nds that had been ad vancecl. 

Mr. l<'OXTOK: £20,000 has been advanced 
there hy way of loan. 

The HoN. J. J\!1. M~\.CROSSAK said that if 
the money was to be given away it should be 
given on one unifonn systen1. He was under 
the impres,ion that the Government intended to 
spend one-half the money, or rather, to give it 
away. Indeed the Minister for Mines had told 
them that two shafts had been selected at 
Gym pie, and that those shafts were to be subsi
dised at the rate o£ £2 per foot. 

The MINISTER J<'OR MINES : At £4 per 
foot. 

The HoN. ,J. l\I. MACIWSSAN : Does that 
mmn that the Government will pay £4 per foot 
and the miner,; £4 more ? 

The l\IINISTJ<~R FOR MINES: Yes; that 
is RO, 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : He would 
like to know at what depth operations would 
commence in those mines, because £8 a foot was 
a very high price for ordinary mining. As to 
the proposition made by the hon. member for 
Carnarvon, he thought the l\Iinister for :Mines 
should think very seriously before he adopted 
it. It simply meant this : That some shafts 
had been selected which had cost £3,000 each
which would not be a very large smn if they 
were now sunk 200 or 300 feet-and that the 
Governrnent w-ere to give £6,000. 

Mr. FOXTON: No, no! 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAK: The hon. 

gentleman proposed tlmt the Government should 
give a sum by way of lu:w equal to the amount 
expended. 

Mr. }'OXTON: J'\o. He was sorry that he 
had mhded the hon. gentleman, as he evidently 
had. vVhat he said was this : The miners had 
done certain work, and if they could show that 
they had already contributed £230 in sinking, 
the Government should advance £250 by way of 
loan as the shaft went down. 

The HoN. ,T. M. MACIWSSAN: What is the 
depth of the shaft? 

Mr. J<'OXTOK said he did not know. They 
were no great devth at present. 

The MIJ'\ISTJ<~R :b'OR MINES said he under
stood the hon. member for Carnarvon exactly. 
The hon. member said that the miners had gone 
on sinking the shafts until they had exhausted 
their means and were ahle to go no further, and 
thev wanted the Government to do the work for 
them. Was not that it? 

Mr. FOXTOK: Scarcely. 
The MINISTER FOR MIKES: Well, they 

wanted the Government to lend them money 
until they got down to sufficient depth to get 
payable tin. 
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Mr. FOXTON srtid that was scrtrcely rt fair 
way of putting it. Those shafts had been 
selected by Mr. Jack, the hon. gentleman's own 
servant, as typical and representative mines, 
which it would be to the ad vantage of the 
country to test. They were not selected by 
the men themselves. They did not want 
the money for themselves particularly - as 
lonfi as it was spent upon any shaft or shafts 
whiCh would prove the gelleral quality or nature 
of the lode.s in the district, which were :tt present 
almost altogether unknown. They had been 
selected as mines from which the greatest 
amount of knowledge that would be of value to 
the district and to the whole colony was likely 
to be obtained. He had been very careful t~' 
speak only of the proprietors of one mine. He 
should not like to say anything about the others 
which would damage their creclit in the slightest 
degree ; but it had been represented to him that 
at the present moment one of the proprietors 
wtts unable to make arrangements to find the 
pound for pound required by the :Minister for 
.Mines, and consequently was not able to get the 
benefit of the Government loan, and therefore 
the intentions of that Committee were not being 
carried out. He (:VIr. Foxton) had merely made 
the suggestion he did to the hon. gentlmnan as a 
means by which he might very easily carry out 
the wishes of the Committee. Those two shafts 
had bec'n very properly selected for the purpose 
-he believed with the approv:>l of every miner 
in the district. 

:VIr. S'iYIYTH said one of the mines proposed 
to be sub,idised was at the lwnd of Lode Creek. 
He visiteLl the place some time since, and there 
wa~ no sinking done then of a.ny consequence. 
But lode tin~1nining was an itnportaut industry. 
Stanthorpe and Herberton had been very rich in 
drift tin, the source of which was the beads of 
the creeks in ranges where the loLles existed. 
There was a lode at Lode Creek, which :Mr. 
.Jack had visited, and another at Mount JYhrlay. 
No great amount of work had been clone, 
but various suggestions had been made. That 
approved of by those appointed by the Govern
ment was, he believed, to cros<-cut from the creek 
so as to find the width of the lode, and what it was 
like, ltnd if they discovered the true lode then 
they would sink a shaft. He thought the money 
would be well spent by the Government in open
ing up the lodes on Stanthorpe. Tin did not 
fluctuate like copper, but always kept at a fair 
price, so tlmt he thought £~50 spent at JYiount 
Mm-lay and Lode Creek would be money very 
well spent. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon. 
member wccs very much mistaken if he thought 
that tin did not flnctuate. 'l'he miners on 
Herberton aml Stanthorpe knew to their cost 
tlmt it did fluctuate a grettt deal. He thought 
himself th>tt it would be much better if the 
people of 8tanthorpe, who had such faith in the 
district, would sub:;cribe enough tnoney an1ongst 
themselves to obtain the Government subsidy 
It was work w hi eh would certainly benefit the 
country more or less, but Stantbor[Je especially
that place would receive 99 per cent. of the 
benefit, if any benefit did arise; so that he thought 
it would be out of plaee-if those particnlar 
miners, who, he believed, were the proprietors of 
the mines, had exhausted their means-for the 
people of Stanthorpe to subscribe sufficient to 
enable them to get the as,istance they required 
from the Government. He did not think that it 
would be wise for the Government to find the 
whole amount, because they couH find hundreds 
of place;; all over the colony to experiment upon 
on those teon~; one place was quite as good a:-; the 
other. He thought it would be better for the Gov
ermnent-on being satisfied of the bona fides of the 

people, by their guaranteeing a certain amount 
themselves-to give them a subsidy of £1 to £1, 
£2 to £1, or £3 to £1, or whatever the amount 
agreed upon might be. There would then be 
some security given by the people who got the 
benefit of the subsidy. 

Mr. :FOXTON said he thought the guarantee 
of bonrt jides was in the people having expended 
all their means in developing the property. He 
agreed with the hon. member for Townsville 
that it would perhaps be better to adopt the 
same principle all over the colony, and let the 
G-overnment give so 1nuch for ~inking a shaft. 
That appeared to be the intention of the Govern
lllQnt with regard to the goldfields-not to require 
£1 for £1, but simply to pay so much to 
people for sinking their own shafts-£4 per foot. 
Those appeared to him to be more favourable 
terms than had been stipulated with regard to 
the Stanthorpe mines. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said the lwu. 
member for Townsville a short time ago had 
accused the Government-or himself, at any rate 
-of not being sincere with regard to the vote for 
deep sinking-that they would like to see it 
lapse. 

The HoN. J. M. :i\1ACROSSAN said he had 
said no such thing. vVhat he did say was, that 
he did not believe the Government could spend 
the money this year, and that a large portion of 
it would lapse. He believed so still-in fact, 
more strongly so now than he did before, because 
it appeared that only two shaft" had been selected 
at Gym pie, which, he supposed, would not ~ost 
the Govemment more than £1,000, or £1,200 ttt 
the outside, for the year, and two more at Stan
thorpe. \Vhere was the rest of the money to be 
expended? :Mr. Jack would not be here until 
the end of the financhtl year. 

The MINISTEE FOR MINES said he ex
pected a wider range than that. It would not, 
he hoped, be confined to Gym pie and Stanthorpe. 
The Government were desirous of carrying out 
the wishes of the Committee, but it would be 
impossible to meet the views of all hon. gentle
men. Ha did not think there were ttny two 
holding the same opinion. The hon. member 
for Gympie had one idea, the hon. member for 
Townsville another, the hon. member for Port 
Curtis a third, and the hon. member for Cook 
a fourth. How was it possible for the Govern
ment to agree with all? He should do his best, 
because he belim·ed it would be beneficial to the 
country to strike payable gold at a greater depth 
than they had already. 

:\Ir. HAMILTON said it appeared that the 
Minister for Mines wa" trying to stonewall his 
own Estimates. That was the only conclusion 
he could come to from the answer he bad made 
to a plain question. The hon. member for 
Carnarvon said he thought the Government took 
a great interest in deep sinking, but he could 
only say that if that was so they had a n1l'"t 
peculiar way of showing it. He did not think 
the Minister was justified in fencing the ques
tion he had been rtsked, or in simply attach
ing personal motives to hi1n in at:Jking it. 
He did not know Mr. Hands, but was 
a"king the question simply in the interest' 
of a district that contained a number of 
mining centres. The residents on those centres 
had been working year after year in trying to 
develop the mineral resources of the district, 
and had hailed with joy the action of the 
Government in promising to assist them, ancl 
they were now wishing, through him, to know 
when that assistance would be rendered. Some 
time ago he interviewed the Minister for Mines, 
ami asked him, if .Mr. Jack would recommend 
a competent person to take his place, would he 
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s~nd ~im ? . Evidently the i\Iinister had changed 
his mmd smce the replv he then gave him as 
nothing had bem done. "'rhe hon. gentleman had 
stated that the miners had to be consulted as 
well as the Government as to the geologist who 
was to be sent up to report upon the field. He 
knew perfectly well that that was not the case. 
The opinion of the miners as to whether it was 
desirable to send Mr. Jack or anybody else to 
report upon the field had never been asked. If 
the miners were told that if Mr .• Tack were not 
sent somebody else would be, he knew, from 
the expressed opinion of his constituents, that 
they would be perfectly satified. He simply 
wanted a plain cruestion answered. He 
could see that Mr. Jack could not be 
there for eight or nine months, as he had 
to visit many places before he went to the 
Palmcr. It would take him a month to go 
there alone, and it would be a month or 'so 
before he could send his report, and then another 
month would be gone before the Govern
ment acted upon it. The consecruence would be 
that that financial year, for which the monev 1 

was put down, would have n:pired, before his 
district could get the benefit of that money. 
He simply wished to know whether, if Mr. Jack 
could not go, the GoYernment would send Mr. 
R"nds? 

The MINISTER J<'OH MINES said he could 
only inform the hon. gentleman that ])fr. ,Jack 
would pay " visit to the Palmer as soon as 
possible. · He could not name the particular 
day. 

Mr: HAMILTON : Why not answer my 
cruestwn? 

The MINISTER FOil MINES: I said 
within ~we! ve _monthe. I may say, a great denl 
sooner, If possible. 

Mr. HAMILTON asked if, in the event of 
l'vlr. ,Jack not going up within a reasonable time, 
the Govemment would send :Mr. Rttnds? 

Mr. ::VIACI<'ARLANE said the hon. member 
f~n· Cook had asked the cruestion seven or eight 
tunes, and had had as Inany answers, lmt was 
not satisfied. The Committee had a right to 
be considered as well as the hon. member for 
Cook. 

Mr. HA::VIILTON : I want an answer to a 
simple cruestion. 

Mr. MACFARLAN E said the hon. gentleman 
had asked a question it was impossible to answer. 
He had been told over and over again, distinctly, 
that Mr. Jack would be sent up as soon as 
possible. The hon. gentleman was simply 
taking up the time of the Committee. 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN said it was 
useless the hon. member talking about what he 
did not understand. He knew nothing about 
l'vir .. Jack or lHr. Hands. The hon. member for 
Cook asked a plain crnestion that could be 
answered in one syllable. He asked whether 
the Government were willing to send JY1r. 
Rands to the I'almer district, in place of Mr. 
Jack. That was a plain question. 

The MINISTER J<'OR MIKES: The Gov
ernment have no intention of sending anyone 
but Mr .. Jack. 

Mr. STEVENSON said that was a very indefi
nite reply. If so much depended upon Mr. 
Jack, he would like to know what that gentle
man's movements were to be? vVhat instruc
tion8 did .Mr. ,Tack get when he went out west, 
and what was he supposed to do before he 
returned? The hon. member for Port Cm·tis, 
on September 30th, asked the Minister for 
Mines-

., Abuut what date is it probable that 1\fr. Jack will 
visit the Port Curtis ctisirict to report in connection 
with dee11 sinking on goldfields!'" 

The reply was-
"'l'he novcrnmcnt considered it adYisable that before 

proceeding to Port Cnrtjs l\lr .. Jack shonl<l Yisit the 
Blaekall dh;trkt, with a view to select a site for deep 
boril1g for water in connP-cti.on with the Hydraulic 
Departnwnt; it will, therefore, probably be three m· four 
months before ::\Ir. Jack will be able to visit the Port 
Curtis district.'' 

No one wished to bind the hon. gentleman to a 
day or a week or a month ; but he was evidently 
unable to give a definite reply. If he conld tell 
them what N[r. ,J o,ck's instructions were, perhaps 
they might be able to come to some u!lderstand· 
ing themselves, and fix a time when he would be 
likely to return. The Blackall district was the 
only one mentioned ; did that mean that he was 
only to lo;,k aronnd Blackall for water, and that he 
was not going uut further west, towards Armnac, 
11uttaburm or vVinton, or anywhere that way? 
\Vhat part of the Mitchell or Gregory district 
was he supposed to Yisit? If they knew that, 
they should be able to come to some under
standing. 

The MINISTEU FOR MIKES snid he was 
unable to answer the hon. member's cruestion. It 
was agreed that l'dr. Jack should go out to select 
a site to bore for water, and he got his instruc
tions from the Colonial Treasurer. He. (the 
Minister for Mines) could not inform the hon. 
mcrnl1er when Th1r. Jack would return or what 
his instructions were. 

Mr. SMYTH said he thought the Govern
ment were quite right in sending :iYir. Jack out 
west. The Inining industry wat; in a more 
prosperous state than the pastoral industry. The 
pastomlisb,; were being ruined for want of water, 
and the Government did quite right in sending 
out the best man in their employ to discover 
water. The miners could wait a bit. ~"-s for the 
I'almer wanting to get a geolnf!"ist, the people 
there had far better wait fOl" Mr. Jack. vVhen Umt 
gentleman visited (~ympie the shafts selected 
by him did not meet with the approval of the 
persons interested, but generally the whole field 
confirmed Mr. Jack's selection when he gave 
his reasons. He had great faith in Mr .• Tack; he 
had read all his reports, and believed him to be 
the best man, for the work upon which be was 
engaged, who had ever come to Australia. 

Mr. H),.MILTOX said the question ],efure the 
Committee was not lVlr. J <tck's qualifications, 
but how long that gentleman's present engage
ment would be likely to occupy him. The 
Minister fur Mines might have hall the courtesy 
to ask the Colonial 'l'reasnrer to give an an~wer 
to the cruestion, as it was from him ])Ir. Jack 
received his instructions. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREU said the in
structions given to ])fr. Jack were to select a snit
ablelocality-a promising locality-in thewcstem 
p<trt of the Central districts of the colony in which 
tu bore for water, and he was not confined to any 
particular tract of country. It was desired that 
he should give Mr. Henderson the benefit of his 
geological know ledge, and his ad vice as to the 
most suitable part of the \Vestern interior where 
there was a probability of ,uccessful sinking. 
He presumed that ])lr. ,Tack's work would not 
keep him a very long time. He had been absent 
now ~mne three or four weeks, and it \vas hoped 
that his a!Jseuce woul<l not extend beyond a fur
ther period of the s<~me extent. At the same 
time, like his hon. colleague, he was not in a 
position to say when ::VIr. Jack's labours would 
cease. He had a very strong opinion upon the 
matter himself, and he considered that in the 
interests of the colony the finding of artesian 
water was one of the greatest cruestions of the 
day, and if t.lr. Jack was detained for a much 
longer period than was anticipated, his labours 
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would be well directed, and he (the Colonial 
Treasurer) ,;incerely trusted that they might 
rirove successful. 

Mr. STEV.ENSON s<eid he was qnite in accord 
with the Colonial Treasurer as to the importance 
of the work engaged in by :Mr. Jack, and he was 
pleased <tt the information giYen, but they were 
not told ho\v ntuch work ~1r. Jack \vas going to 
do. He believed there was one boring machine 
out west at present. 

The COLONIAL TREASuHER : Another 
plant is being sent out \Vest. 

Mr. STEVE~SON asked if Mr. ,Jack was going 
to show :Mr. Henclerson one, two, or three likely 
places in which to bore for water? \Vas he going 
to return at once, or was he going to ~tay and 
~:ee the operation of boring ? 

The MINISTElt J!'OR MINES : He will 
come back at once. 

Mr. STEVI~NSON : If Mr. Jack found one 
likely place in the Blackall district would he 
return at once ? 

The COLO~IAL TREASURER said the 
reason for sending out ::\Ir .• Tack was that he 
might, from the physical features of the country, 
be able to advise with some probability of 
certainty as to wlmt were the mo8t likely places 
in which to bore for water. \Vhen thrme sites had 
been selected he would return at once and resume 
his ordinary duties. 

Mr. P ALMER said, from the spcechP"s of the 
l\linister for Mines they might understand that 
there would not be any expenditure of that vote 
unless under the supervision ,md after the 
report of l\Lr. Jack, anrl if that report was not 
obtained before the end of the financial vear 
then the vote would lapse and the Northern 
fielrlo of the colony would derive no benefit 
from it whatever. If it took twelve months to 
n1ake a report on Ravens\vood, l\1ount l\Iorgan, 
and J\Iount Leyshon it would take more than six 
months to go up north and report upon deep 
sinking on the Etheridge and Palmer Gold 
:B'ielcls. No one wanted to detract from the 
importance of finding water, but this was rather 
a late period of the year to send Mr. Jack out 
west, when there were no means of getting about 
the country tond the whole country \\as almost a 
desert. If that work had been taken in hand 
six months earlier much Letter results would 
have been obtained. 

Mr. MELLOR said he thought hon. members 
on the other side seemed to have found a mare's 
nest in reference to the vote lapsing. If the 
money could not be expended during the financial 
ye,<tr, it would in all probability, if the present 
Govern1nent \Vere in po\ver, be again placed on 
the }~stimate,. He should like to have heard 
the l\linister for l\Iiues say that he would send 
Mr. Hands up north. He did nut know what 
that gentleman was doing at the present tilne, 
or whether the Government had any confidence 
in hiln, but he was reeei ving a large salary and 
ought to be employed in some useful work. He 
thought the Government were perfectly justified 
in sending Mr. Jack out west, as the want of 
water was a n1atter of great urgency. Sonw 
remarks had been made in reference to the survey 
of goldfields. There had been a survey made 
of the Gympie Gold :B'ield, and a splendid 
map had been executed hy lYir. Hosser. He 
(Mr. Melior) would like to have seen a pamphlet 
published in connection with it, describing the 
strata and reefs intersected. Indeerl, it would 
be a good thing if such a pamphlet were pub
lished about all surveyed fields, as the inform'"tiou 
'vonld be very valuable to 111ining cmnmunities. 
He dirl nnt see any provision on the Estimcttes 
for diamond drills for prospecting for coal, and he 

hoped the matter had not been lost sight of by 
the l\Iinister. The people at Burrum were 
expecting a diamond drill to be sent there very 
soon, and hoped the Minh;ter would see that one 
was sent as soon ac; poc;sible. 

The HoN. J. l\1. l\1ACROSSAN said the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay and the hon. member 
for Gympie were l'erfectly satisfied with the 
selection of JYir. Jack to go out west, because 
Gympie had been served, and they had, there
fore, no reason to be dissatisfied. But it was 
verY different with members on that side of the 
Corrnnittee, who represented Northern goldfields 
and Northern constituencies which had not had 
J\!Ir. Jack's services. He had no sympathy 
with the selection of Mr. Jack for the par
ticular work in which he was now employed, 
as he believed it could be done without 
Mr .• Jack. In New 8outh IY ales similar work 
was being clone without the aid of any 
geologist like Mr. Jtwk. As for boring for 
artesian water with the idea that it was 
going to save the country, that was nonsense! 
:Supposing one bore was successful, was that 
going to save even a small portion of the 
country? \Vhat good would that be to anyone 
except the station8 or roads in the locality in 
which it was constructed? They re(juired fifty 
or a hundred hores in the colony. He did not 
suppo8e that anyone doubted that artesian water 
could be found by boring. It had been found 
elsewhere in Australia, and could be found also in 
Queensland. He thought the Minister for Mines 
was not treating the Northern goldfields properly, 
especially the Palmer Gold Field. He had been 
a~;ked by the people of the Palmer to see theMin
isterfor Mines about the expenditure of that vote, 
and he did so two months ag·o, and from what the 
hrm. gentleman stated he was under the impres
sion that he would be willing to send Mr. Hands 
to the Palm er if lYir. Jack would recommend 
him. The hon. member for Cook (Mr. Hamilton) 
had stated that evening that the people on the 
Pnlmer would be willing to accept Mr. Rands 
if they could not get l\Ir. Jack. He (Hon. Mr. 
1\iacrossan) did not see why the Government 
should not send Mr. Rands, who was paid £500 
a yt'"r and also received an allowance for travel
ling expem;es. If that gentleman was not fit to 
select representative shafts on the Palmer the 
same as JYfr. Jack had done at Gym pie, he was 
not fit to receive £500 a year. If the people 
were willing to accept J\!Ir. Rancls's services he 
did not see why the Minister should object ; he 
would be a substitute for Mr. Jack, and the 
arrangement would prevent £1,000 of that vote 
from lapsing. 

The PHEJ\IIEH said he thought hon. members 
must see that that discussion was becoming 
rather absurd. They had occupied two hours 
and :>-half in discussing-what? The fact that 
:iYir. Jack, in whom they all had confidence, 
had been delayed three months in visiting the 
Northern goldfields. Mr .. Tack might have had 
a had cold, or haYe sprained his ankle by a fall 
from his horse and have been absent; but because 
he had not been prevented from visiting the 
goldfields by accident or sickness, but was doing 
some important work for the colony elsewhere, 
hon. members had occupied over two hours dis
cuo<ing JY!r. Jack's excellencies, and JY1r. Rands's 
excellencies compared with his. Surely hon. 
members would see that they were attaching 
a rather disp10portionate importance to l\1r. 
Jack's services ; as a delay of three months under 
such circumstances would not ruin any of the 
goldfields of the colony. 

l\Ir. ARCHER said he did not think the hon. 
~·entlenmn wt~s ju"tifiell in making the remarks 
he had just addressed to the Committee. He 
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ought to have said that two hours hail been 
spent in asking a plain question of the Minister 
for Works. 

The PRE~IIER: ·which was answered. 

Mr. ARCHER said it had been put to him 
over and over again, and the ·Minister for \Vorks 
gave the a1,wer that Mr. Jack would go north 
as soon as he possibly could, but the hon. gentle
man would not, until pressed by the hon. member 
for Townsville, answer that the Government 
did not intend to send Mr. Rancls. If he had 
said that two hours before, the discussion would 
have been very much shorter. The members on 
the Opposition side of the Committee were quite 
prepared to accept the blame for their own 
shortcomings, but they were not going· to labour 
under the burden of responsibility for the 
Minister for vVnrks. :B'or his (Mr. Archer's) 
part he thought the matter had gone far enough, 
but he did not think that hon. members on his 
side of the Committee had been at fault; in 
fact, they had simply done their duty. 

Mr. SMYTH ;,aid the hon. member for 
Townsville had stated that the Gym pie people 
had been served, and therefore did not want :Mr. 
Jack. Now, he would tell the hem. member 
how the Gym pie people had been served. When 
thev heard that the Government intended to 
sub-sidise them for deep sinking there was one 
shaft dc"vn 820 feet, and they kept sinking 
awav. Why were they not doing that on other 
fields? 

Mr. HAMILTON: So they are. 

Mr. SMYTH said that mine was now 
down 1,057 feet, which was below the clepth at 
which the owners might have claimed the sub
sidy, anrl. for which they might have had to wait 
a long time. The sh1kingwas going on in several 
deep mines, and in the caseoftheLondonatTwo
mile, which was down about i\28 feet, before the 
owners could claim a subsidy they would have 
to get fresh machinery and sink an additional GO 
or SO feet. vVhy could not the people up north 
do the same? The Gym pie people were not 
jealous of the Northern fields ; miners had not 
come to that yet ; they desired to see all fields 
in a prosperous condition. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the state
ment of the hon. member showed still further 
why the Gymple people should be satisfied, but 
he could not suppo~e the hon. member was stupid 
enough to think that the people on the Northern 
goldfields had stopped working because a subsidy 
for deep sinking was to be given by the Govern
ment. They were sinking away at Charters 
Towers and other goldfields the same as before. 
He (Hon. Mr. Macrossan) quite agreed with 
the Premier that the goldfields would not 
be ruined by the absence of Mr. ,Tack for three 
or four months. The goldfields would get on if 
there were no geologists in the colony. At the 
same time, when the Government were about to 
expend money, each goldfield had a right and 
W>cs entitled to its share of the expenditure. It 
was not a question whether the goldfields could 
get on without a geologist, because they coulcl 
do that, and the miners knew that them
selves; though, of course, they did not despise 
Mr .. Tack and his scientific knowledge, which 
they knew was very valnable. vVith regard 
to the expenditure of the £10,000, it was the 
people of jhe Palmer for whom the me:nber 
for Cook was pleading. The miners on that 
field were more anxious in the matter than 
the miners of any other field in the colony ; and 
the Government should be anxious also, seeing 
that they were building an expensive railway 
there which would never pay unless the mines 
were developed. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES (in reply to Mr. 
HA1IILTON), said that Mr. Rands was employed 
in reporting on the geological features of the 
Port Curtis district. 

l\Ir. SMYTH said that the minem in the 
North should call a meeting. anrl :tppoint repre
sentative miners to consult with the Go.-ernment 
Geologist on matters respecting which they 
wished for information. He was sure that if the 
miners on the Palmer or at Charters Towers 
were to consult l\Ir. Rands they would be able 
to come to some decision. 

The :ur~ISTEE FOR MINES said the hem. 
member for Townsville h:td warned the Govern
ment that if they expected to get any of the 
money back they were mistaken. If that was 
the case, was it not the duty of the Government 
to get the best officer they had to select the shafts 
most likely to produce good re:oults ? 

Mr. HAMILTON said that a fresh excuse had 
dawned on the l\Iinister for J\Iinec; for refusing to 
send Mr. Rands up north. In reply to the re
marks of the hem. member for Gym pie, he might 
state that if the l'>Iinister for Mines would con
sult the miners in the Cook district he would find 
that they woulcl be quite willing to accept the 
services of 1\Ir. Rands. It was absurd to pay 
£600 a vear to an officer w hc-1se ad vice the Govern
ment c:msidered worthless. 

Mr. P AL.:\[ER aske<l whether any steps had 
been ta,ken with regard to rnineralogienJ lecturers? 
It would be remembered that the £2,000 set down 
for schools of mines was to be applied to the 
payment of lecturers. 

The MINISTER FOR 11IXES said the Gov
ernment had received applications from two 
gentlemen, but had not yet !me\ time to make 
inquiries as to their qualific:.~tions. It was their 
duty to get the best professional men for the 
purpose of lecturing. 

Mr. NORTOX said he knew one gentleman 
who showed a great deal of ability, and who had 
been engaged in matters connected with mines. 
He did not know whether he was one of the 
applicants, but he would give the Minister for 
l\iines his name. How m>cny lecturers did the 
hon. gentleman intend to appoint? 

The MINISTER :B~OR MINES said the Gov
ernment had not decided as to the number. He 
supposed two or three would be sufficient for all 
requirements. One of the applicants referred to 
w:.ts a new arrival and had referred him to a 
member of th:.~t House, but on making inquhy he 
found that he was not acquainted with him. 

Mr. NOR TON said he did not think that was 
the gentleman to whom he had referred. 

Mr. HAMILTON asked whether the Minister 
for Mines intended to carry out the promise of 
assistanee he made to the miners of the Tinaroo 
district in regard to the establishment of a 
school of mines ? 

The MINISTEH FOR MINES said there 
was no money for schools of mines now, as the 
vote was to be applied to the payment of 
lecturers. 

Mr. HAMILTON said there was a sum of 
£2,000 for six months, because six months of the 
financial year had gone. The amendment to the 
motion relatinl( to mineralogical lecturers pro
posed by the Minister for Mines was to the effect 
that their expenses should l1e defrayed out of the 
money set down for schools of mines; anc1 that 
conveyed the impression that any money which 
was left might be expended in establishing 
school£ of mines. Previous to that amendment 
being carried the Government promised to 
subsidise a school of mines in the Tinaroo 
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district. In consequence of that promise, sub
scriptions were raised; a president, ''council, and 
a secretary were appointed ; ruleH were submitted 
to the Government ; am! the institution was 
st>trted. Now they expected the Government 
to keep faith with them, and he wished to know 
what the Government intended to do? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said it must 
he remembered that the motion of the hon. 
member for Port Curtis was agreed to on account 
of the fact that lecturers would have a more 
immediate beneficial effect in the mining dis
tricts than the formation of schools of mines. 
The House had come to the conclusion that the 
money wouH be most profitably spent in the 
payment of lecturers. 

The MIXISTJm FOR MINES said the 
promoters of the school of mines at Tinaroo 
spent £40 or thereabouts in preliminary work. 
'l'hey hacl beten commlmicated with and informed 
that the money would be refunded to them. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSA~ said he 
wanted to ascertain from the :Yiinister for :Mines 
who the men were who were to survey the gold
fields, and fonvhom there was an item of £1,500? 
Besides those men, there were four other mining; 
surveyors for whom £1,200 was provided on the 
Estimates. 

The 1\IINIS'l'ER FOR MINES said that 
one of the surveyors provided for by the £l,rJOO 
item would be stationed at Gympie, and the 
other at Charters Towere" 

The HoN. J. M. MACR08SAN asked what 
their names were ? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES saicl one was 
l'v!r. Rosser, surveyor, and the other, 1Ir. \Vhite, 
draftsman. 11r. Rosser would receive £600 out 
of the vote, and Mr. \Vhite £160. Two other 
mining surveyors would be employed on the 
Northern goldfields, and would b9 paid out of 
that vote. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the 
£1,200 item stood for four mining surveyors-one 
at Gym pie, one at Charters Towers, and two for 
the Northern goldfields, all at £300 each. At 
which of the Northern goldfields were the two 
latter employed, and where were the two addi
tional surveyors to be stationed? 

The MINISTER FOR MINES said one of 
the present surveyors was at Etheridge and the 
other at Ravenswood, and one was required at 
the Palmer and another at the Hodgkinson 
Gold Field. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he had just returned, 
after an absence of some two hours, and found 
that there seemed to be some indefiniteness about 
the time Mr. Jack was to return. :Every mem
ber lutd a right to ask when Mr. Jack was likely 
to return to his duties. 

The PREMIER saicl that had the hon. mem
ber remained in his place he would have heard 
the question disClmsed in all its hearings for 
about two hours and a-half. It was scarcely fair 
for the hon. member, after having absented 
himself from the Committee, to return and 
attempt to have the discussion all over again. 

JI/Ir. MOREHEAD said he had no desire to 
create a discussion. He was only seeking for 
information. He admitted he had been absent 
for two hours, but it did not appear to him that 
any gree~t progress had been made whilst he was 
away. He therefore could not be charged with 
having caused obstruction. He had a perfect 
right to inquire into the position of Mr. Jack, 
and he did not know when he asked the question 
that it would annoy the Premier so much. It 
appeared that there had been a debate, and one, 
too, of an unpleasant nature. 

Mr. BROOKES said the hon. gentleman who 
had just sat down was seeking for information 
which he would have had if he had stayed in the 
House instead of going out dining. He thought 
it was taking a great liberty with the Committee 
for the hon. gentleman to be away two or three 
hours, when if he had "tayed he would have had 
all the information he wanted ; and then to come 
and plead that he wanted information. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: \Vhere have you been? 
Mr. BROOKES said he hac! he>trd the debate; 

at all events he was in possession of the informa
tion. The hon. member only wanted to still 
fnrther take up the time of the Committee. If 
the hon. member would go out to festivities he 
could not expect the Committee to be everlast
ingly going over the same ground for him. He 
did not object to the hon. member going out 
to festivities, where possibly he was much better 
than he would be in the Chamber. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. member 
seemed to have forgotten that there had been no 
advance made. The hon. member himself had 
very likely been in some place of seclusion. He 
did not know what particular place of seclusion 
the hon. member selected, but he had very 
great difficulty sometimes in getting in to a 
division. He (Mr. Morehead) had a perfect 
right to ask a question relative to the subject 
under discussion. 

Mr. BROOKES said the reason no advance 
had been made was that instrnctions had been 
given on the hon. member's side that no advance 
should be made. That was the plain English of it. 

Mr. :NORTON said he would like to know 
how the hon. member knew that. The hon. 
member had not been there all the evening, and 
could not know what had taken place unless he 
had hidden himself round the corner ; yet he 
came in and reproved another member for having 
been absent. 'l'hat was not a very sensible 
action on the part of an hem. gentleman who 
occupied his own place so very little. As for the 
instruetions which the hon. member said h>td 
been given, that no progress should be made, he 
would like to know how the hon. gentleman 
knew that. He (Mr. Norton) did not hesitate to 
sav it was not true. If the hem. member liked 
to"risk making statements of that kind he might 
please himself. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the statement that 
instructions had been issued to that side of the 
Committee to obstruct was utterly without foun
dation. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLvVRAITH: It is not 
worth while denying it. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the delay had arisen 
from the conduct of some of the gentlemen who 
occupied the Ministerial benches. Certain plain 
questions were asked, which certain members on 
the other side, instead of answering, endeavoured 
to evade. If Ministers had had the courtesy to 
answer the questions when they were asked 
there would have been no delay, and they would 
have been much farther advanced than they were 
then. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon. 
member for Cook was actually an hour and a
half trying to get an answer from the Minister 
for l'v!ines, as to whether he was going to send Mr. 
Rands to the Palmer district or not. Because 
the hon. member in some wav introduced the 
name of Mr. Jack, the Minister for Mines would 
not give an answer until he (Hon. Mr. Mac
rossan) put the question plainly. Then, when he 
could not get out of it, the Minister for Mines 
was obliged to say that he would not send "Mr. 
Hands. That was what had stopped the busi
ness. 

Question put and passed. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
there be granted the sum of £11,485 for the 
Railway Department. There were some reduc
tion~ in the vote owing to the resigna,tions of 
clerks whose places had been filled np by clerks 
at a lower salary. There was an increase of 
£500 for advertising. Hon. members would 
observe that there was a new office createrl-that 
of Under Secretary for Railways-at a salary of 
£BOO a year. The Under Secretary was ;'lr1r. 
Horbert, who \Vas forrnerly Cmnn1i~':.ioner for 
Railwa,ys. rrhe Cmnrnissioner for Railways was 
put down at £700 a year. The Government found 
it was necessary to divide the duties of the 
office, seeing that the extension of railways 
throughout the colony rendered it utterly im
possible for the Commissioner to attend to the 
duties. He> might say that the railways con
structed, and being constructed, extenc1ed from 
Point Danger to the Gulf of Carpentaria. There 
was C[uite sufficient for the Under Secretary to 
do in the way of office work, and the Com
mi,.;ioner for Rail ways would have liberty to 
vi,;jt the various railways throughout the 
colony. The duties of the Under Secretary 
were to conduct the correspondence and super
vise the engineering branch : the Commis
sinner for Railways, of course, supervised the 
traffic department and the locomotive depart
ment, and also the resumption of land for railway 
purposes. By thus dividing the duties the work 
was more efficiently dom'. It had been the 
practice, whPnever additiomtl accommodation 
was required in the way of sidings, or shed 
accommodation-such work as that-to instruct 
the engineer to report on it ; and professional 
men as a rule made the jobs a great deal bigger 
than was absolutely necessary, having re:,;·ard to 
the amount of traffic at the particular place. 
vVhere additional accommodation was rertuired 
the Commissioner had to ascertain what was 
really the amount of traffic at that particular 
place. There were no increases in salary, and, as 
he said before, the only difference was in the two 
items he had mentioned. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said the 
Minister for vVorks had told them that there was 
a slight decrease in the vote. He did not see it ; 
on the contrary, he saw a considerable increase in 
the vote. The hon. gentleman seemed to forget 
that the vote for the Acting Commissioner for 
Railways lapsed and he had that £800 to account 
for. The estimate was about £1,300 more than 
last year. 

The MINISTT~R FOR WORKS : I •aiel there 
was a slight decrease. 

The HoN. Sm T. YI:oiLWRAITH: Exactly; 
but he said thel'e was a considerable increase. 
There was the item of£800forthe U nrlerSecretary. 
He confessed that he did not understand what 
that officer's duties were now ; and he would like 
to understand them. He had tried to understand 
what his duties would be ever since he had been 
appointed. The only thing he appMred to have 
done was to write a speech for the JYiinister for 
Works to deliver in that House. If he only had 
to write a speech for the Minister for vV orks in 
moving the adoption of the plans of a rail way in 
that House--

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : He did 
not write it at all. 

The HoN. SIR T. MolL WRAITH said he 
remembered now it was written by the Engineer
in-Chief, and from that he had come to the con
clusion that the little bit of work which he 
thought the Under Secretary for Hail ways might 
have done he did not do, and it therefore 
appeared that he had really done nothing at all. 
The Minister for vVorks tried to make them 
understand that he had some connection with the 
Engineer-in-Chief in regard to the construction 

of lines, but rlid the Minister for vVorks read the 
Railway Acts? Did he not know that the Com
mis.~ioner's work could not. Le deleg,tted, and put 
on to anybody else's shoulders? Did he not know 
that the Commissioner had more to do with that 
part of the rail ways than any other? So that the 
Commissioner lutcl really all the work to do; and 
what did the Under Secretary for Hail ways do? 
He was afraid the hon. member had told an 
awful lot of fi hs when giving the rea,ons why 
the Government had come to the conclusion that 
they must divide the department. The hem. 
member looker! it when he was speaking. Did 
he conscientiously moan to tell them that all 
that took place-that he hac1 carefully studied 
the depal'tment and found that one man could 
not. posSibly do the work? The fact was that they 
had let the late Commissioner for Rail ways go 
home, and then, having put a substitute in his 
place, the substitute managecl to get pretty right 
in the saddle before the Commissioner came back. 
The problem then was not how to divide 
the work, hut how to get rid of the man who harl 
come back. They created the billet of Under 
Secretary for Hail ways for him, and he believed 
that officer had done no work up to the present 
time. The hon. member wanted them to believe 
that it was necer-sary to divide the work, but they 
did not believe it, nor was it believed even by 
the members on the Government side. 

The PHEMIER said he did not know what 
the hon. f(entleman's powers of faith might be, 
but he c•mld say that when he was J\1inister for 
'\Vorks for a little while, a good while ago, he 
found even then that it was impossible for the 
Commissioner for Railways to do all the inside· 
and outside work of the department, and their 
rail ways had more than doubled since that time. 
It was just as necessary that the officer who 
performed the duties of Under Secretary should 
be on the spot in that department as in any other, 
and the work of the department re'luired the 
Oommihsioner to travel about. That was why 
Mr. Herbert was appointed. 

Mr. KORTON: vVhy was he offered the 
Under Secretaryship of Lands ? 

The 1'RE:\IIER : What had that got to do 
with it? He could nut see what that had to do 
with it. The opinion he had formed a good long 
time ago was that the work could not be done 
properly by one person. 

Mr. MAC:FARLANE said he was not satis
fied with the explanation given by the Minister 
for '\Vorks in reference to the new appointment. 
It was a strange fact that the chief clerk, who 
succeeded the late Commissioner for Railways 
when that gentleman got a ye~,r's leave of 
absence, was promoted to the position of Acting 
Commissioner for Rail ways, and the department 
did not suffer, so far as he was aware, during 
the year the Commissioner for Hailways was 
away from the work. '\Vhen the chief clerk 
was able to do the work during that 
year, how was it that now they not 
only required the chief clerk to continue as 
Commissioner for Railways, but they also needed 
the late commissioner ; The Minister for 
Works spoke about a division of labour. They 
knew how the division of labour acted before 
when the present Under Secretary for Eailways 
was acting with :!VIr. Statham Lowe. That was 
a division of labour, but it did not work. He 
believed such a division of labour would never 
work, and especially in the Railway Depart
ment. Under those circumstances it was plain 
to everyone that the .Minister for vVorks sent 
home the late Commissioner for Rail ways with 
the intention of getting rid of him. He must 
have changed his mind after that gentleman 
came hack. 
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Mr. KELLETT : He did not change his 
mind. 

Mr. MACli'ARLANE: If he did not change 
his mind, the late commissioner forced him to 
take him back against his will. He would 
like to know how it was that sufficient work 
could be found for the two officers now when last 
year one was able to get through the work? 
It was not plain to him how the change could be 
beneficial even to the department. There would 
always be a strain, and he did not belieYe 
the change was working well now. It would 
come to what it had come to before, and 
one of those gentlemen would hrwe to be 
dismissed and the other would have to take the 
whole of th~ n+>ponsibility. That was what hap
pened before, and what would happen shortly 
ag-ain so far as he could lectrn from the working
of the change. Division of bbour in cases of that 
kind did not work well either for the men 
apr,ointed to the positions or for the departments. 
He would like to see some arrangement made 
whereby the department could again be placed 
under one head. 

Mr. NORTON said he did not pretend to know 
how the separate appointments worked, but he 
did not forget what took place last year when 
that vote w:ts un<ler di8cuosion. The then 
Cm11missioner for Itailwa,ys \Vas granted leave 
of absence for twelve months without asking for 
it, and there was a suspicion in the mind of every 
member of the Committee that the Government 
intended to shunt him after he returned, or 
whether he returned or not. The ~Iinister for 
\Vorks certainly spoke very highly of Mr. Her
bert, and he said there was not a more honest 
officer in the Government departments. He 
(Mr. Norton) quite agreed with him in that. 
l'dr. Herbert was a gentleman for whom he had 
the highest regard, because he believed him to be a 
thoroughly straightforward and reliable public 
servant ; but they could not forget the 
fact that after he left, and during the time 
he was absent, the department managed to 
get on VQry well with only one officer. 
Nor could they forget the fact, which the Pre
mier had overlooked, that when 1\'Ir. Herbcrt 
came br.tek, instead of being offered the appoint
ment of Under Secretary for Eailways, he was 
offered that of Under Secr&tary for Lands
indicating that he was not rer1uired in the Rail
way Department. Yet the Premier told them 
the work had become so great that it was abso
lutely necessary to appoint two officers. He 
did not suppose there was a member of the 
Committee who did not know the real circum
stances, or at least who had not a very strong 
opinion, which led to that separate office being 
made. In his (Mr. Norton's) opinion, the late 
Commissioner for Eailways was very unfairly 
treated, and he had been placed in a false posi
tion, simply because the Government had got 
into a difficulty with reg·ard to him, and did not 
know how to get out of it. 

The MINISTER li'OR WOEKS said he 
had always spoken in very high terms of Mr. 
Herbert, and he did so now. There was not a 
more faithful officer in the service than J\1r. 
Herbert, and as an under secretary he was 
perfectly competent. But it must be borne in 
mind that J\Ir. He1·bert, from the day he left 
school, had been in a Government office ; and 
however faithful an officer he mig-ht be, he had 
got into a groove, surrolmded with red tape, and 
was entirely unsuited to carry on the traffic of 
the Railway Department. The Commissioner for 
Railways must be a man with some commercial 
training, as he had to deal with the commercial 
community. It was perfectly impossible to carry 
on the Traffic Department on the system ad
ministered by the hon, member for Port Curtis. 

\Vhen he (the Minister for Works) went into 
that department, Cobb and Company's coaches, 
running over heavy black soil, could keep better 
time than the Railway Department; and with 
all he could do, as long as Mr. Herbert re
mained there, he could not possibly get the 
trains to keep time. \V as that the case now? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Yes. 
The MINISTER li'OR WORKS said he did 

not expect anything ehe from the hon. member, 
who was one of those heaven-born :Ministers 
who could mana.ge the engineers, traffic rnana.gers, 
station-masters, porters, and everybody. He 
(the Minister for Works) rlid not claim credit 
for so much as that ; but this he knew, that they 
would find no complaints now about over
crowding of the goods-sheds, or laxity of 
management. If any dispute arose now it was 
settled there and then. The chang-e that had 
been made had been beneficial to the Eailway 
Department and to the country as well. 

Mr. NORTON said the hon. gentleman was 
somewhat unjust to his predecessors in office. 
No doubt the goods-sheds were clear now, but 
that could be <";'lsily accounted for, and in quite a 
different way from that suggested by the Min
ister for \Vorks. Just before the hon. member 
for Townsville (Hon. Mr. lYiacrossan) went out 
of office there had been a splendid season, and 
the crops on the Downs were larger than they 
had ever been before in the history of Queens
land. \Vhen that hon. member left office 
the bad seasons had just begun. During that 
time the farmers did not know what to 
do with their produce. If there was the 
slighte'>t rise in the price of maize or hay, there 
was an immediate rush to every station on the 
line to get the produce sent away, and there was 
no wonder that the sheds were crowded. That 
was worked off in course of time, and since the 
hon. gentleman had been in office the greater 
portion of the agricultural produce had gone 
into the country. Apart from that, the hon. 
member for Townsville ordered a number of 
locomotives, trucks, and carriages, to meet the 
immense increase of traffic on the line, and the 
consequence was that when the hon. gentleman 
left office not only had the amount of produce 
carried on the railway been reduced, but there 
was a large additional number of locomotives and 
trucks to do the work with. It was a simple 
question of arithmetic which a schoolboy might 
do, and which showed that the criticism of the 
Minister for \Vorks was slig-htly unfair. Of 
course, when the locomotives and trucks were 
ordered they could not be supplied at once, but 
they arrived without any unnecessary delay, 
and when they arrived the block in the traffic 
was >tt once relieved. Since then the hon. 
(\entleman had ordered additional locomotives and 
trucks, and very properly so. \Vith regard to Mr. 
Thallon, he did not mean to say that that officer 
had not been a success in the Traffic Depart
ment. When he (Mr. Norton) was in office he 
refused to entertain Mr. Thallon's application to 
be reappointed to the office of Traffic Manag-er, 
not because he thought him unfit for the position, 
but because there were circumstances connected 
with the case which, in his opinion, made it un
desirable that Mr. Thallon should be reappointed. 
At any rate he hacl got a good deal of experience 
in New South \V ales, which, added to his former 
knowledge of railway matters, made him much 
more able to conduct the traffic than he was 
when he first came to the colony. He believed 
that the management of the Traffic Depart
ment under Mr. Thallon had been carried on 
with a great deal of success. He gave lYir. 
Thallon every credit for the improvements he had 
been able to effect ; at the same time he could 
not attribute the whole of those improvements 
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to him, because, as he had said before, he had 
means pbced in his hands which were not pos
sessed by the gentleman who preceded him. 

Mr. SALKELD said the discu""ion on that 
matter was confined to two or three members, 
and it was impossible for members on the cross
benches to catch the Chairman's eye. The 
Minister for ·works appeared to have got quite 
annoyed about the question, and reminded him 
(1\Ir. Salkeld) of the way in which he sometimes 
received deputations. He would like to know 
where the salary of the Railway Arbitrator was to 
be found, and what fund it was paid from? He 
and other members had looked all through the 
Estimates and had not been able to find it. 

The MINISTER FOE WORKS said the 
salary was paid from Loan, but he must confe'.S 
that he could not find it in the E;;timates himself. 
Perhaps that officer got no "alary for the preo;ent 
year. 

Mr. SAI"KELD said then it appeared tha.t 
that officer was entirely out of the control of 
that Committee in every way. They had 
nothing to do with him, unless they interfered 
with the Loan vote. That was not a proper state 
of things. 

The HoN. Sm T. M:ciL 'WRAITH : Salaries 
paid from Loan appear on the Estimates-pageS!J. 

Mr. SALKELD said he had looked there, 
but the salary evidently-did not appear in the 
Estimates. He thought all salaries should be 
passed by that Committee and not simply pn.id 
out of Loan without any reference to them. He 
wished to draw the attention of hon. members 
to the matter, becauee the Railway Arbitrator 
was a member of the Upper House, and he (Mr. 
Salkelcl) and several other members were 
decidedly of opinion that no member of either 
branch of the Legislature, excepting Ministers of 
the Crown or officials, should receive salaries. 
He believed that several members of the Upper 
House had had to resign their seab1 there 
because they held Government appointments, 
and many people could not see why an exception 
should be made in favour of the Bailway Arbi
trator. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said the 
information he had got was that the Hail way 
Arbitrator had always been paid from the Loan 
vote for the railway in connection with "·hich 
the arbitration took place. If a dispute arose on 
the land resumed for any particular line of rail
way he was paid his o;alary from the vote for 
that particular line. He had also been informed 
that the Railway Arbitrator was comidered to be 
in the position of a judge, and therefore it was 
not thought desirable to put his salary clown on 
the Estimates. Two hon. members opposite, 
late Ministers for Works, c.ught to know some
thing about it. However, that was the informa
tion he (the Minister for \Vorks) had got-that 
the salary was £400 a year, and that he was paid 
from Loan vote. 

Mr. L UJ\IILEY HILL said he would like to 
know, if it was arranged in that way, whether 
it was a permanent salary or paid for by the 
job-by the piece, as the work was clone? 

The MINISTER FOR WO.RKS : It is a 
permanent salary of £400. 

Mr. LUJ\ILEY HILL said if it was a per
manent salary why did it not appear on the 
Estimates? He supposed it was thought that it 
would be hardly decent for the Hon. P. Mac
pherson's name to appear in full on the :Esti
mates, and therefore it had been smuggled 
through in some sort of way. He should be 
very glad to have some explanation from the 
hon. member for Port Curtis, who was a former 
Minister for Works, upon the subject. 

1885-4 H 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the 
explanation given by the Minister for Works, 
although possibly correct, was hardly a proper 
explanation at all. 

1'he MINISTER l<'OR WORKS: What! 
Then the hon. member could not have been very 
intimate with the duties of his office when he 
was Minister for \Vorks. 

The Hox. J. M.l\IACROBSAN: If the gentle
man referred to received £400 a year as a fixed 
salary, he (Hon. Mr. Macrussan) did not see 
how he could be paid upon the arbitration cases 
he decided. The Hailway Act provided dis
tinctly that he should be paid out of the consoli
dated revenue, and not in driblets of the vote 
for the railway upon which he arbitrated. How 
could he be paid out of the consolidated revenue 
if the amount did not appear on the Estimates? 
He thouuht the hon. Minister for ·works had 
made a I11iotake, and that he would have to con
sult his Under Secretary or the Commissioner 
for some other exvlanation. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said he had 
the assurance of the Commissioner for .Railways 
and the accountrmt that the .Railway Arbitrator's 
salary h'!oclnever a.ppe;wed on the Estimates. He 
himself thought it ought. 

Mr. L Ul\ILEY HILL : Is it paid to him ? 
Perhaps it is not. 

Mr. NOHTON said the salary was fixed by 
bw, and of course it had to be provided for. 

The PREMIER: The amount of the salary is 
not fixed by law. 

Mr. NORTON said he thought the amount 
ought to be on the Estimates, but he did not 
believe it ever had been. He might say in reply 
to the hon. member for Cook that he was not in 
any way to blame for that, as he had nothing to 
do with the Estimates when he was in office. 

Mr. I"Ul\ILEY HILL said there seemed to 
be a goo<l deal of laxity in the \Vorks Office still, 
if a man could be paid £400 year after year, 
which never appeared on the Estimates, and 
nobody knew where it came from. It was very 
strange indeed. He wondered how the books of 
that department balanced when an expenditure 
of £400 a year went on, and was never accounted 
for. 

The Hox. J. l\I. MACROSSAN said he 
would like to ask the Colonial Treasurer what 
the Rail way Arbitr8"tor got, supposing· there were 
no arbitration cases during the year? The 
Minister for \Yorks had told them that he was 
paid £400 a year out of the vote for the particular 
rail way that he arbitrated upon. 

The PREMIER : It is charged to that vote. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : If the 

Rail way Arbitrator had no cases to arbitrate on, 
how could the money be charged to any special 
vote '! He wanted the Treasurer, not the 
Jliiinister for \V orks, to answer that, because it 
was his work. He wanted to know where that 
£400 a year came from. He believed that in 
some years there had been no arbitration cases. 

J\lr. LUMLEY HILL said he would like to 
move a reduction upon the item, but he did not 
see how he was to do it if it was not there. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he wished to make a few 
remarks upon the office of the Commissioner. In 
the Estimates there was £800 for the Under 
Secretary and £700 for the Commissioner. He 
thought the present Commissioner had been very 
unfairly treated. \Vhen he remembered that they 
gave £1,000 to each member of the Land Board, he 
thought that the Commissioner of Railways should 
receive an equnl amount at the very least. Mr. 
Herbert's office was not required at all. He did 
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not wish to say a word against that gentleman ; 
but when he was absent from the colony for 
twelve months the work of the office was 
carried on by the present Commissioner and by 
Mr. Thallon, the Traffic Manager, in a very fair 
manner, and very few cmnplaints were n1ade 
throughout the colony. Mr. Herbert had been 
offered the Under Secretaryship for Lands; but 
he refused, he believed, to take it. Mr. Herbert 
seemed to'" boss" the Government entirely. A 
new building had been erected as an office for 
him, and that office could not be built ancl 
furnished with stationery of an entirely different 
character from that generally used for less than 
£(i00; and that £GOO had been entirely wasted
it was not wanted at all. He believed he 
spoke correctly when he said that inN ew South 
'vV ales there was a commissioner and a traffic 
manager, the same as in this colony ; but the 
work was carried on there in a proper manner, 
and it was not in Queensland. There was a great 
deal of friction in the department. Mr. Herbert 
c1sed to reign supreme as Commissioner for Rail
ways in the colony; he was head of the engineers, 
who used to take their orders from him ; but 
that state of things was altered now. It 
was the opinion all over the colony that that 
office ought not to have been made, and that 
was his sentiment nlso. He saw an amount 
on the Estimates which brought under the notice 
of hon. gentlemen the matter of the iron work 
which was supposed to have been made in 
Ipswich or in Bockhampton. There was some 
one in the department who seemed to be in 
the habit of conveying informa,tion tu the C01trier. 
\Vhenever a question was asked, the whole thing 
appeared in the Courier before hon. gentlemen 
received any informntion,a thing which should not 
be allowed. No answer should go to that paper to 
fortify it with information which should have been 
given by the Minister to that Committee first. 
He also found that a return he asked for could 
be seen in the newspapers hefore it was seen by 
members of that Committee. He wished to ask 
the hon. gentleman if it was his intention to Hend 
out of the colony for that iron work ? He knew 
that 205 tons of manufactured ironwork had been 
imported into the colony, and it was of a very 
defective character, most of it having h~td to be 
rewelded and remade. That was a great injustice 
to the taxpayers of this colony, as they could 
make ironwork of an effective character, and as 
cheap as that imported from England. 'vV ~ts it 
the intention of the hon. gentleman to import 
any more ironwork of that character for railway 
rolling-stock ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it was 
not the intention of the Government to import 
any more ironwork; but he might inform the 
hon. member that at the time that iron work was 
sent for the indent was considerably reduced ; 
but there was a great want of rolling-stock, and 
it was necessary to import it, because it could 
not be made here in good time. He could assure 
the hon. member£ or Port Curtis, whatever rolling
stock was ordered by the previous Govern
ment, after he went into office that he had six 
Baldwin engines running on the line some 
months before any of it arrived. The loco
motives they had at the time were unsafe to 
work, and the first thing he did was to order 
those Baldwin locomotives from America, and 
they were here some months before those ordered 
by the previous Government. 

Mr. NORTON said he had no doubt they 
were here before those ordered by the previous 
Government, but not very long. The hon. 
gentleman was perhaps not aware that the 
previous Government considered the advisability 
of ordering the locomotives from America, and 

after full discussion it was decided not to order 
them, but to wait a little longer and get them 
from England. 

1\>Ir. MOREHEAD said, with regard to the 
first item, he did not think they had sufficient 
information from the :Minister for 'vVorks. t:lo 
far as his memory served him, J'v1r. Herbert had 
twelYe months' leave of absence, at a salary of 
£1,000 a year, and it was generally believed that 
he was going to retire upon a.substantial pension 
based upm; that salary. He did not know 
whether tlmt pension would exceed or be slightly 
less than £600 a year. 'vVhen Mr. Herbert 
returned to tlw eolony he accepted the position 
of Under Secretary for Httilways at £800 a year. 
\VImt the duties of that position were he did not 
know. All he knew was that anyone who had 
to do with the department would have seen that 
matters had neYer been so satisfactorily managed. 
He had nothing to say against l'vir. Curnow's 
conduct; his work was most adn1irable so far as 
the outside public were concerned. He wanted 
to know, with regard to the Under Secretary for 
Railways, what his position would be supposing 
he retired to-morrow. \V as he entitled to a pen
sion on the scale of £1,000 a year upon which he 
obtained leave, or on the scale of £800 a year, 
and what would be his retiring allowance under 
the Superannuation Act? 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said if l\Ir. 
Herbert retired he would retire upon the basis 
of the salary of £800 a year. Mr. Herbert 
only had the £1,000 a year for one year, 
and he did not think the vote had eyer been 
submitted to the House. Hon. members must 
knuw very well that within the last two years 
the work of the department had increased 
consiLierably. Something like twenty railways 
were now under construction, and it would be 
utterly impossible for the CommissionH for Rail
ways to conduct the whole of the work. Hon. 
members must benr in mind that the railway 
system of the colony started from a great many 
different places. It was not like it was in Sydney 
and Ji.lelbourne, where the whole railway system 
began at one particular place. There was the 
railway system at l'vlaryborough, the railway 
system at Bundaberg, at Rockhampton, Towns
ville, Cooktown, and Cairns, and there was no 
responsible head at any of those places. It was 
absolutely necessary, therefore, that the Com
missioner for Railways should be free to visit 
the different centres and report upon the work 
going on, instead of being tied to his office all the 
year round. 

Mr. MOREHEAD sait;l the hon. member \\as 
wrong in his facts as far as New South Wales 
was concerned. Up to the present time there 
were two railway systems in that colony-one 
from Sydney, and the other from Newcastle, 
which were not yet connected. He (Mr. 
Morehead) gave unqualified praise to the Com
missioner for Railways. He had never heard a 
single complaint against the administration of 
the high office which that gentleman held, but 
what he wanted to ascertain was why l'vir. Herbert 
was appointed to an office which apparently was 
created to enable the Ministry of the day 
to get out of a difficulty. It was well known 
that when Mr. Herbert returned to the colony 
the Government were in great difficulty as to 
what to do with him. He (Mr. Morehead) was, 
he believed, right in saying that Mr. Herbert 
was asked if he would accept the position of 
Under Secretary for Lands, which he refused 
to accept because the fact of his drawing the 
salary of £800 would militate against his retiring 
on a salary based on £1,000 a year. Perhaps 
the Minister for 'vVorks would tell them what 
pension Mr. Herbert would be entitled to receive 
if he retired ? 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said in case 
his hon. colleague could not answer the question 
he would refer the hon. member to a return laid 
on the table the other day, which was not yet 
printed, showing the number of the officers who 
were contributing to the Civil Service Super
annuation Fund, and the mnount of retiring 
allowance to which they would be entitled. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not see why he 
should refer to a docnment which was not yet 
printed, when the Colonial Treasurer could give 
the re'luired information to the Committee. 

Mr. KELLE1'T said he thought the appoint
ment of Under Secretary for Ibilways was a most 
unfortunate one. The i'.linister for \V orks had 
no doubt tried to defend it in the best manner 
he could, but he made a very bttd defence. The 
Under Secretary for Railways at the pre,;ent 
moment was simply an nhstructiou to the depart
ment, as he had always been to the public. 
He did not know whether hon. members knew 
it, but he might tell them that the Commis
sioner and the Under Secretary did not speak 
to one anothQr, and hon. member" could 
fancy what sort of work went on in the 
Railway Department when that state of affairs 
existed. Those two officers had to work 
side by side, and yet, when they wanted any
thing of one another, letter after letter had. to 
pas.; between them, and, to his mind, that fact 
alone was enough to prove to any sensible body 
of men that the appointment was perfectly 
absurd. The late Commissioner got twelve 
months' leave of absence in the hope that the 
country would never see his face again, and that 
he would take his pension and retire. \Vhile 
he was away the work of the department 
went on well ; the Acting- Commissioner and the 
Traffic Th{anag-er worked hand in hand together ; 
but that Under Secretary was appointed, o,nd 
now there was nothing but disunion in the 
department. That state of affairs had lasted too 
long, and no one knew it better than the 11inister 
for Works himself. JIIIr. Herbert refused one 
billet after another, and simply said, "I will go 
back and boss the railwo,ys as I have done for the 
bst seventeen yearo." He saicl he must have the 
position, and he would have it, and he defied the 
Minister, and he got the position. It was well that 
the Government should say what they thought, 
because he could tell hon. members that people out
side thought that £800 a year was being wasted, 
because, so far as the £800 a year wasconcernerl, 
it would not so mnch matter if discredit was 
not brought llpon the department and disunion 
introduced into it, caused by the pre5ent Under 
Secretary alone. He should like very much to 
see the correspondence which, it was said, went 
on for weeks between the Under Secretary and 
the Minister, and he thought it would be well if 
it was laid on the table of the House. Those 
were the facts of the case. The present Commis
sioner for Railways was doing his work well, 
hand-in-hand with the Traffic Manager, but a 
new head was appointed to the department 
and now there was nothing but disunion. 
He was very much astonished that a man like 
the Minister for vVorh, who had often told 
them that he was a determined man who 
put his foot clown and would not allow 
o,nyone to bounce him, should allow Thlr. 
Herbert to do what he liked, and boss both him 
and the Railwny Department, and not only that 
but also cause discord and disunion among the 
other officers of the department. Under the 
present arrangement a person wishing to obtain 
information was sent from one office to another, 
and then probably told that it was in the depttrt
ment of the Under Secretary for Railways, 
whom the public could not go to. He (Mr. 
Kellett) moved that the vote be reduced by £800, 
the salary for the Under Secretary for Rail ways. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
hoped the hon. member would not press his 
motion. As to ]JUtting his foot down he (the 
Minister for \Vorks) could always put it down in 
a right cause, but the hon. member must bear in 
mind that :Mr. Herbert was a very old and very 
faithful public servant-~that although he had not 
managed the 'fraffic Department to the satis
faction of the public, he was still a vo,lued public 
servant. He (the Minister for Works) would be 
the last man to put his foot down in a cause unless 
it w<ts a just and fair one. Mr. Herbert had been 
an officer oft he Government ever since Separation; 
there had never been any charge against him of 
neglect of duty ; he hac! had the confidence of 
vm·ious Governments ; and although he (the 
).J:ini,ter fo1· vVorks) was free to admit that he 
lacked a commercial training, having been 
brought up in a Government office all his life
time, he hoped the Committee were not going 
to erase his salary from the Estimates. The 
Government had done wlmt they thought was 
best. Mr. Herbert never asked to retire. Had 
he done so no doubt the Government would 
have been prepared to consider his re'luest. At 
all events if he (the Minister for 'vVorks) was 
going to put down his foot he would do it in 
seme other matter. 

:Vlr. STEVEKSON said he hoped that when 
the hon. gentleman did put down his foot he 
would have smne rea~ons for doing so-very 
different reasons from those he had just given 
for appointing Mr. Herbert Under Secretary for 
Railways. He (Mr. Stevenson) had as high an 
opinion of Mr. Herbert as perha]'S any member 
of the Committee, but notwithstanding that he 
was an old and valued public servant, if there 
was any truth in what had been stated by the 
hon. member for Stanley (Mr. Kellett) he 
would ask whether Mr. Herbert ought to be 
retained in his p1·esent position as Under Sec
retary for Railways, simply because he was 
o,n old and valued public servant? He was 
sure that every hon. member would require 
stronger reasons than that to justify that appoint
ment being made and kept open for Mr. Herbert. 
The Minister for \Vorks, instead of appealing to 
the hon. member for Sto,n] ey not to press his 
motion, should meet what had been said [ly the 
hon. member. If it waB true that the Under 
Secretary for Railways and the Commissioner 
for Rail ways were not on speaking terms, then 
one or the other ought to be removed, because 
they could not under those circumstances con
duct the business of the clepartment in a satis
factory manner. Hon. members knew perfectly 
well that Mr. Herhert could have retired 
on a pension of about £600 a year, that he 
would have been in a position to live in a 
respectable kind of way, without being appointed 
to the position of Under Secretary for Rail
ways. They also knew that the Minister for 
vV orks bad on forme1· occasions, both in that 
House and out of it, admitted that Mr. Herbert 
was not fitted for the ]Josition of Commissioner 
for Railways; and, instead of being put in the 
position of having to submit to the dictation of 
the 1J nder Secretary, the hon. gentleman ought 
to have insisted either on his retiring or accept
ing some other position. It was well known 
that the office of Under Secretary for Lands was 
offered to Mr. Herbert, and that he refused to 
accept it. If he was not fitted for Commissioner 
for Railways he was not fitted for Under Secre
t(Lry for Railways. He (Mr. Stevenson) con
sidered that the Government we<e to bl<Lme in 
the first instance in having taken him from the 
position of Under Secretary for W arks, for 
which he was very well qualified, <tnd putting 
him in the office for which he was n >t qualified. 
Although Mr. Herbert had always t• eated him 
civilly when he had any business to do with the 



1252 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

department, he believed that he had not transacted 
the work of the Rail wayDepartment satisfactorily. 
The Minister for W arks knew very well that 
there had been a great deal of friction in past 
times in the working of the Railway Department, 
and he ought to use every means in his power to 
make things work well. They believed they had 
now a good Commissioner for Railways, and 
nothing should be done to cause discord and 
dissension in the department. He hoped hon. 
memberii would consider what they were doing 
when they came to a decision on the vote. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he hoped they would. 
He thought it would be doing impulsively a 
most unreasonable thing if they struck out the 
item. It would he a most pointed vote of 
censure on the JHini,ter for \Vorks and the 
Government. He endorsed much that had been 
said as to the present management of the Rail
way Department, but to treat an old, tried, 
valuable, conscientious Civil servant in the 
way proposed would do the Committee lasting 
discredit. It had been said that Mr. Herbert 
should have retired on a pension of £600, 
but if for an addition of £200 to that sum 
he was rendering good service to the country, 
the country got his services at a ver~' cheap 
rate; and Mr. Herbert, instead of manifesting 
greed and selfishne,,s, manifested generosity and 
disinterestednec;s. He maintained that it did 
Mr. HArbert credit when he declined to take 
office in another department. He might have 
felt that he was unfit for the position offered to 
him, and he might have felt equally convinced 
that he was thoroughly competent for the 
position that he now occupied. There 
was nothing to justify those repeated attacks 
on Mr. Herbert; they were un-British and 
unfair. Not a single definite complaint hacl been 
made; there was merely a general complaint 
as to his temper, n,nd as to his being not get
at-able, and unsociable ; but a man occupying 
that position-the most harassing of all the 
positions of the Civil Service-could not be 
expected to be as sociable in his intercourse 
with the public as if he occupied a less haras
sing or responsible position. He had always 
found Mr. Herbert disposed to do what 
was right. It was admitted that he had been 
a hard-working, conscientious servant, and. 
after the speech of the Minister for \Vorks, 
he thought the Committee might have re5ted 
satisfied that there was work for Mr. Herbert to 
do. He was certain that whatever work he had 
to do he would do it thoroughly and conscien
tiomly. Those attacks on Mr. Herbert should 
cease, and he should be allowed to enjoy the 
emoluments of his office the same as other men 
were-it was painful to him to hear that kind of 
attack session after session. The Railway De
partment was well managed now, but that might 
he attributed to the reasons mentioned by the 
hon. member for Port Curtis. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the Committee had 
not yet received an answer as to the pension 
to which Mr. Herbert would have been en
titled had he chosen to retire on his return 
from England ; nor had they received a 
sufficient explanation as to the crt'ation of 
the office now occupied by him. \Vith re
gard to the friction said to exist between the 
Under Secretary and the Commissioner for 
Railways, he had not come in contact with 
the Under Secretary since he had received 
the appointment, nor did he see any reason 
why anyone should come in contact with that 
officer, because the work was efficiently clone 
by the Commissioner and the Traffic Manager. 
His attention was first aroused as to the obstruc
tive nature of Mr. Herbert by the Minister for 
\Vorks when in opposition, and !afterwards since 

he became a Minister ; and he found that the 
charges made by that hrm. gentleman were 
perfectly borne out by fact. The Minister for 
vVorks must admit that when J'IIr. Herbert 
got twelve months' leave of absence it was 
never intended that he should he reinstated 
in the Government Service, btJt that he should 
retire on the allowance to which be was entitled. 
It was no high-minded action on the part of 
::\Ir. Herhert to take a salary of ,£800 a year 
rather than a pension of £GOO, because he was 
clearly entitled to the pension. Leave of absence 
on full pay granted to a CiYil servant harl almost 
invariably been the precursor of the retire
ment by that officer on the pension to which he 
himself contributed and to which he was entitled. 
They had a rig·ht to hear from the JHinister for 
\Vorks his reasons for creating the new office, 
and also to hear what pension lYir. Herbert was 
en titled to. 

The COLO~IAL TREASURER said that 
when Mr. Herbert returned from Enghtnd he was 
entitled to no pension whatever. He would not 
be entitled to a pension until he arrived >tt the 
age of oixty years, or became physically incapaci
tated to perform his dnties. The amount of 
pension he would then have a right to would be 
two-thirds of £800, or about £600. 

Mr. KELLETT said they had had a very 
mournful address from the hon. member for 
·E'assifern. The hon. member said he was very 
much affected at the way in which Mr. Herbert 
was spoken of. Nothing he had said, however, 
relieved him (Mr. Kellett) of his responsibility ae 
a member of the Committee. The hon. member for 
N ormanby had made a remark, as to the truth 
of his (:ilr. Kellett's) statement. No one had 
ever heard him bring forward a statement in the 
House that he could not prove the truth of. The 
st~tement he had made as to lYir. Herbert had 
not been contradicted, and the Minister for 
\V<>rks was perfectly aw11,re of the truth of it. 
No pri1·11te employer ever continued in his 
employ two head men who were always at logger
heads with each other. No merchant in Brisbane 
would keep two head clerks who were not on 
speaking terms for twenty-four hours. He would 
lose no time in deciding the question as to 
which he should let go. As soon as Mr. Herbert 
came back and found the Commbsioner for 
Railways in the position he had thought he should 
occupy for ever, he refused to communicate with 
him except by letter. He did not agree with 
the hrm. member for }'assifern in regarding the 
amendment as a want of confidence motion. 
That hon. member would be just as ready as any 
other to move a vote of want of confidence in 
the present Ministry, and he need not imagine 
that he was going to block the present motion 
under the pretence of saving the Government. 
The work of the Railw>ty Department was car
ried on well by the Commis>ioner in the absence 
of JYlr. Herbert, and for doing the work of two 
men well whilst occupying the position of Acting 
Commissioner hh salary, strange to say, was 
reduced now from £800 to £700 a year. 

The l\IINISTJm FOR WORKS said he 
believed there was some friction between the 
Under Secretary and the Commissioner for Rail
ways. As a rule, there was friction between all 
the officers of the department. The former 
Minister for \Vorks had declared in the House 
that the officers of the Railway Department 
were conspiring one against the othe:. That 
was not the case, but they were still more 
jealous of their individual dignity than they 
might be. But the Railway Department w11s 
not the only one in which there was friction, 
and he could say that, for himself, he got 
on very well with the officers. The work was 
done satisfactorily, and he supposed that all 
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would come rig-ht in time. No work was left 
undone, and there was ample work for 1\Ir. 
Herbert as Under Secretary in the form of 
corresponden0;;, in connection with the many 
railway contracts which were going on, and also 
for the Commissioner, the principal of whose 
duties ought to be outside in visiting the various 
railway systems in the colony. It was often very 
n~cessrtry that matter;; needed to be inquired into 
in the country, and the presence of the Commis
sioner on those occ:<.sions was very beneficial. JYir. 
Herbert had a peculiar temper, and some little 
allowance should be mrtcle for him, because whilst 
he thought himself best adapted for the the posi
tion of Commissioner for Railways the Govern
ment were of a different opinion. He(the;yiinister 
for ·works) had tried to sympathise with Mr. 
Herbert, beca.n,-;e although he was getting the 
higher salary he would much rather be in the 
position of Commissioner than of Under Secretary 
for Railways. 

1\Ir. MOREHEAD said Mr. Herbert might 
well exclaim "Save me from my candid friend!" 
That gentleman was not likely to thank the 
Minister for >VT orks for the way in which he had 
defended him. The Minister had indeed ad
mitted eYery charge that had been made by the 
hon. member for Stanley. It had been dragged 
out of him that there was a certain amount of 
friction in the Railway Department, and between 
the Commissioner and U ncler Secretary ; alro 
that Mr. Herbert was a man of sullen temper 
and of various other peculiarities. It was only 
the other night th"t he (Mr. Morehead) called 
attention to the fact that there was friction be
tween the heads of the Po,tal and Railway Depart
ments, and the Colonial Secretary said he would 
soon put a stop to anything of the kind. 
The :Yiinistcr for \Y orh admitted that the 
department was mismanag-ed, and that the 
appointment of Mr. Herbert had thrown it into 
snch a muddle that the Commissioner and U ncler 
Secretary were not on speaking terlnR. As the 
hon. member for Stanley had said, if a man in 
ordinarv business found that two of his clerks at 
the he;tds of different departments were not 
on speaking terms he would very soon get 
rid of one of them. That wtts the course the 
:Yiinister for \Vorlcs should tak~ if he were true 
t0 his duty, and the one he should get rid of was 
:Mr. Herbert. The hon. member could not deny 
that when he recommended leave of absence for 
1\Ir. Herbert on £1,000 a year it was with the 
hope and belief that his place in the Railway 
Department would know him no more for ever. 
The £1,000 was put on the Estimates so that 
his pension would be on the higher smcle. 1\fr. 
Herbert wits evidently tmtster of the situation. 
He would not take this ; he would not 
take that ; he would do nothing but go 
back into the ltailway Department, and back 
he went. Like the old man of the sea, he had 
the Minister round the neck, and the :\linister 
could not get rid of him. Mr. Herbert had 
been an incubus on the State ever since he 
had been connected with the Railway Depart
ment. He had clone all he could to prevent the 
dermrtment moving smoothly. He had quarrelled 
with every subordinate, and he had made it his 
duty and business to quarrel with the outside 
public. It was well known that when 1\Ir. Herbert 
was Con1n1issionerfor Rail ways, if a n1an had a dis
pute with the Railway Department, no matter 
who the Minister was, he never got his rights, and 
why? Because Mr. Herbert so procrastinated 
and annoyed him by his correspondence that he 
found it better to put up with the loss than have 
any further troui)le with the department. Things 
had been very much changed since; the Com 
tnissioner's yea was yea, and his nay, nay. The· 
:\Iinister for \Vorks must remetnber that some 
years ago, at what the junior member for South 

Brisbane would call a festive gathering at Roma, 
when Mr. Herbert's health was proposed, one 
gentleman, who had extensive dealings witb the 
departmont, said he had not the least doubt. that, 
when 1\ir. Herbert died, <lissection would show 
that instead of the bowels possessed by ordinary 
hnman beings there would be nothing but red tape. 
That strnck him as a particularly graphic way 
of describing 1\Ir. Herbert's deficiencies. It was 
that that raise,] the public feeling against him 
ancl made the Minister for \V orks desirous of 
getting quit of him. But the Minister could 
not get quit of him; the Minister was 
the servant, and the head of the department 
the master. J\1r. Herbert would 1u1t even speak 
to the Commis"ioner for Eailways. He (Mr. 
l'iioreltead) would like to see the correspondence 
between the Minister for \Vorks and Mr. 
Herbert requesting him to speak to the Com
missioner for Railways. There was no reason 
for the existence of the Under flecretary for 
Railways. 'rhe work went on better without 
him, even when it was very much greater. If 
the hon. member for Stanley pressed the matter 
to a division, he (Mr. Morehead) would certainly 
vote with him. 

:Mr. HAMILTON 8aid he was in a quandary 
with regrtrd to tbe vote. The Government were 
wrong in appointing two officers to do the work 
for which one was sufficient; but 1\Ir. Herbert 
w:.\5 not to blame for that. The Government, 
in the first instance, deprived him of his position 
for insufficient reason, as they had virtually 
admitted by appointing him to another office 
where he had the same work to perform; and it 
would be wrong to punish Mr. Herbert for 
the fault of the Government. The hon. 
member for Stanley said there was great 
friction between J\!Ir. Herbert and J\!Ir. Curnow, 
but it would not be fair on an ex pm·te statement 
of any hon. member-who, no doubt, stated what 
he believed-to dismiss one of the oldest officers 
in the department. If it were true, some other 
punishment would meet the case. 'l'he matter 
was worth inquiring into hy the JVIinister, and no 
dnubt he would act when he had obtained all the 
evidence. Personally he had no reason to be 
favourably prepossessed regarding JYir. Herbert. 
He had had several interviews with that gentle
man, and they had not favourably impressed 
him, because he did not get what he 
wanted; but subsequently it struck him that 
1\Ir. Herbert was right and he was wrong. He 
had noticed that many other gentlemen, who 
were prejudiced ag·ainst Mr. Herbert before 
they knew much of him, became his strong sup
pnrters after they bad been closely connected 
with him. If he recollected aright, he had 
heard the bon. member for Townsville speak 
hardly of 1\Ir. Herbert, but, after that hon. 
member hnd been intimately connected with him 
as 1\Iinister for \Vorks, 'he was one of his 
strongest supporters. He believed the hon. 
member for Port Curt is was nlso strongly pre
possessed against 1\Ir. Herbert, but he had heard 
that hon. gentleman, since he was Minister for 
\Vorb, speak of :Vir. Herbert in the highest 
terms, and the same was the case with many 
officers of the department. Their chief cmn
plaint was that he interfered too mnch in matters 
of detail, which should be left to the heads of 
the various departments over which he pre
sided. He (Mr. Hamilton) intended to oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr. KELL ETTsaid the last speaker stated that 
an ex pct1'te statement made by an hon. member 
should not be taken much notice of; but the 
Minister for Works had acknowledged the truth 
of the statement he (Mr. Kellett) had made 
Nobody could deny it, and he did not see how the 
hon. member could call that an ex pa?·te statement. 
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The Minister for ·works could say nothing in 
favour of ~Ir. Herhert beyond that he was an 
old public servant and had a bad temper. He 
(Mr. Kellett) did not wish that Mr. Herbert 
should be put out of the Government employ
ment. He did not wish to do him any harm. 

The MINISTEH :FOR WORKS : If you 
take his salary off the Estimates yon do. 

Mr. KELLETT said it did not follow at all. 
The Premier had said he wonlcl not allow any 
friction to take place in his department. "\Vhat 
did he think of it now? They had two officers 
who had a great deal of business with each other, 
and they found they did not speitk to each other, 
and only communicated lJy letter. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS : It io not 
allowed in the department. 

Mr. KELLBTT said they did not speak, and 
the Minister for "\Vorb said they were uot 
allowed to write letters to each other-how did 
they communicate with each other? If those 
officers would go out into the back yard after 
office-hours and fight it out nobody would 
object to that. He should certainly move the 
amendment he had proposed. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the hon. member for 
Stanley must not imagine that he impugned 
the veracity of his ex pnrte statement that there 
was friction, but it hac] not been stated who 
was to blame for the friction, and it was 
contrary to fair play that such action as w:ts 
proposed should be taken before some inquiry 
was made and the officers in question c::tlled upon 
to explain. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said that in another matter 
he would defer to the opinion of the Committee, 
but it was quite possible that in a thin Com
mittee they might do what they would regret 
to-morrow. 

HONOURABJ,E MEiiJBERS: No fear! 

Mr. MIDGLEY said that if he thought there 
was no fear of the amendment being carried he 
would say no more. The hon. member's 
ground of objection was that the two officials 
mentioned did not spettk to each other. 
"\V as it for that Committee to enter into a matter 
of that kind? They had no more power to make 
those gentlemen speak to each other than they 
had to make them kiss each other. It was quite 
possible that the work could go on very well 
even though those gentlemen did not speak 
to each other. The work of the Opposition 
appeared to go on very well even though the 
hon. member for Balonne and the leader of the 
Opposition had a falling out. They did not even 
get their dinners together and did not speak to 
each other. 

Mr. STEYENSON : That is not true. 

Mr. JVIIDGLEY: Well, in the House. The 
Opposition was 11pparently a house divided 
against itself, and yet the work of the Opposition 
got on very well. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he ros0 to correct the 
hon. member for :Fassifern~-

Mr. MIDGLEY: And chasti;,e him! 
Mr. MOREHEAD: No; he was too small. 

The hon. member was utterly wrong in the 
statement he had made with regard to himself 
and the leader of the Opposition. They were 
never better friends than they were at present. 
He had not the least doubt that the hon. mem
ber and the Premier were good friends, although 
the hon. member elected to sit on the cross
benches and occasionally pitched into the 
Premier. The contention of the hon. member 
for Stanley, however, had not been met by 
the hon. member for :Fassifern. The con
tention was that n·,t only was it inadvisable 

that two officers occupying such prominent posi
tions as the officers mentioned occupied should 
be on such unfriendly terms, but that the sum 
of £800 could be very well dispensed with, as 
the work we~s done last year without any ap
parent necessity for an Under Secretary for 
Railways at all. That was the argument used, 
He would like to hear from the Premier some 
expression of opinion as to how that friction 
wa.> to be overcome. The plan proposed by the 
hon. member for Stanley was that one of 
those gentlemen should be got rid of, and, there 
being nothing for the other to rub against, 
the friction conld no longer exist. That was a 
radical plan certainly, but it was a plan thttt 
would cotm11end itself to most sensible men except, 
perhrtps, the Minister for \Vorks. He hoped 
the hon. member for Stanley would persist in his 
amendment. He remembered, and he believed 
the :Minister for "\Vorks, the Premier, and the 
Colonial Treasurer remembered, a similar 
case in another department a good many years 
a.go. ..t-\.n under secretary and a surveyor 
general occupied rooms on opposite sides of a 
passage not wider than one of the seats in that 
Chamber and they used to communicate with 
each other by letter, in c<msequence of strained 
relations. It was calculated that ~;ome thousands 
of letters per annum passed between those dis
tinguished potentate:,, he might call them. 
However, one was appointed to the position 
of geological surveyor, and the friction ended. 
Hon. gentlemen in the inner circle would 
know to whom he referred. Why did not the 
Government make Mr. Herbert a geological 
surveyor, or send him as a commi:-;sioner to the 
Exhibition, or send him there as an exhibit? 

An HoNOURABL~; J'lillMBER : ~lake a water
borer of him. 

Mr. MOltli:HEAD : Yes ; they might make a 
water-borer of him and send him out in the place 
of Mr. Jack, who had been so largely diFcussed 
that evening. Something should be done with 
him. They might sBnd him as a Continental 
lecturer to induce the unsuspecting Gern1ans to 
come out and work on the lVIackay plantations. 
He had not such a bad opinion of lVIr. Herbert 
as to think that he was not fit for something, but 
he appeared at present very like Lord Palmer
ston's definition of dirt-m~ttter in the wrong 
place. He ought to be moved out of his present 
p01sition, and as a matter of economy, seeing they 
had got efficiency for £800 a year before, he 
would support the amendment of the hon. 
member for Stanley. 

Mr. STEVEKSON said he had no wish to see 
Mr. Herbert dismissed from the Public Service; 
yet the public ought not to be compelled to pay 
him £800 " yettr for bringing disunion into the 
Railway Department. When, last session, the 
~Iinistcr for "\Yorks was asked why he had given 
twelve months' leave of absence to Mr. Herbert, 
he answered that it was to get rid of him from the 
department. On hearing that, he {Mr. Stevenson) 
defended Mr. Herbert,and expressed a wish that he 
should not be dismissed from the Public Service, 
because the Government were to blame for 
having taken him ont of a position for which he 
was fitted and put him into one for which he was 
unfitted. It was evident that either the Under 
Secretary or the Commissioner must leave the 
department, and he hoped it would not be the 
Commissioner. ::Y1r. Herbert was simply pre
ventini; the Commissioner from doing work 
which he could do much better than Mr. 
Herbert. 

Mr. KELLETT said that, as it seemed doubt
ful which of those officers was to blame for the 
dissensions, he might state that his information 
was to the effect that the Commissioner for Rail
ways did not wish to have any dissensions, and 
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that when Mr. Herbert came back from Europe 
he wished to be on friendly terms with him; but 
that gentleman refused. That was his informa
tion, and it exonerated the Commissioner for 
Itailways from all blame in the matter. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said the Under 
Secretary was very like a square peg in a round 
hole; he had not been able to find his proper 
position in the Government Service. It would 
have been a great gain to the country if :Mr. 
Herbert could have retired on a pension of £GOO 
a year, notwithstanding what had been said by 
the hon. member for Faosifern. He understood, 
however, that IY1r. Herbert was not entitled to 
a pension, because he was not sixty years old, 
nor was he at present incapacitatecl. He had 
never been capable yet he was not incapacitated. 
Hon. members did not wish absolutely to have 
Mr. Herbert dismissed from the Public Service, 
but could not the Government find a square 
hole to put him into? 

Mr. MOREHEAD said 11r. Herbert himself 
elected to be the square peg in the round hole. 
When the division was made in the office, l\Ir. 
Herbert was offered his choice of being either 
Under Secretary for Lands or Commissioner 
for Railways. He was recommended to take the 
former, but he refused an<l took the commissioner
ship, and put himself into a position which he 
was unable to fill. No exception, therefore, 
could be taken to the strictures which had been 
made on his management of the department. 

The PREMIER said he did not know whether 
the hon. gentleman asked the question for infor
mation, hut questions had been asked and 
answered over and over again that evening, and 
then, an hour afterwards, another member got 
up and asked the same question. As had been 
said that evening before, when Mr. Herbert 
returned from I<~ngland the office of Under Secre
tary for Lands was ,-acant and it was intimated 
to him that he might have it, but he preferred 
not. He (the Premier) did not know that the 
Government could compel him to take it, or that 
they had any right to find fault with him for not 
doing so. He did not propose to defend Mr. 
Herbert. That gentleman, and the work he had 
done, were so well known that he <lid not require 
any elaborate defence; but when hon. members 
stood up and mar le repeated attacks on him it was 
n~cessary to say sornething, because otherwise it 
m1ght be thought that the Government were not 
sensible of his services. They were perfectly 
sensible of them, and were satisfied that he 
required no further defence. 

Mr. STEVENSON saicl he objected to the 
Premier s:1ying that he had made any attack 
upon Mr. Herbert. He had not done so. He 
had a very high opinion of that gentleman, 
but not as Under Secretary, or connected in 
any way with the Railway Department. He 
w_ould have nothing whatever to say against 
hnn if he wa8 put in any other position; 
but he had a very strong objection that the 
public should snffer from his being in the 
position he now occupied, where, according to the 
admission of the Mini,ter, a great deal of friction 
took place between him and the Commissioner 
for Railways. He contended, to go back to the 
first point, that the department could not 
possibly be managed satisfactorily as long as the 
Under Secretary and the Commissioner for 
Hailways were 'in the position they were at 
the present time. Mr. Herbert had elected 
to put himself into the po£ition of Under 
Secretary for Railways, for which the Minister 
for Works and the Premier knew per
fectly well he was not fitted. Last session 
the 1finister for \Vorks admitted th1tt Mr. 
Herbert was unfitted for the position, and that 
he had sent him home in the hope that he would 

retire from the Public Service altogether; and 
how could he justify appointing him as Under 
Secretary ? It was all verv well for the Premier 
to try and rush the Estimates through ; but the 
matter was a very important one, and he thought 
it was time that they adjourned, so that they 
might resume the discussion to·morrow. 

'rhe PREJIIIIBH said he had stated on a pre
vious occasion that no hiction between officers in 
the Public Service should be allowed to prejudice 
the public interet<t, and he had every reason to 
believe that any friction that did exist in the 
Railway Department did not interfere in the 
slightest degree with the public interest. Of 
course the moment it did so, it would be time 
to remove the cause of friction-it would be 
absolutely necessary to do so. The hon. 
member had said that the matter ought to 
be thoroughly discussed. The fact of the 
matter was, there had not been a single 
new word said upon the subject for more than 
an hour. Anything that had been said since 
was only a repetition of what had been said 
before. Of course they might go on for twenty· 
four hours, but if, after an hour, hon. members 
failed t,, say anything new, he thought it was 
time to come to a decision-unless it was intended 
deliberately to obstruct business. 

Jli1r. STEVENSON said the reason was 
because they could not get a satisfactory reply. 

The PREMIER : On what? 
Mr. STEYENSON : Did the Minister for 

\Vorks deny that he allowed Mr. Herbert twelve 
months' leave of absence because he admitted 
that he was not fit to fill the position he then 
occupied? The hon. gentleman admitted that 
last year, and how could he now say that he was 
fit to hold the position of Uncler Secretary? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Commis
sioner is very different from Under Secretary. 

Mr. STEVENSON : Would the hon. gentle
man explain what the work of Under Secretary 
wa,s? 

The JIIHXISTER FOR WORKS: I have 
explained it twenty times. 

Mr. KELI,ETT ,caid the Minister for Works 
did not wish to explain it because he could not. 
He had tried to explain it, but was not able to do 
so. He was pretty well satisfied that the hon. 
gentleman himself knew that Mr. Herbert was 
not fitted for the position of Under Secretary. 
It would give him (Jii1r. Kellett) no pleasure 
to see Mr. Herbert removed from the Public 
Service, buthe should certainly like to see him 
out uf the Railway Department. He did not 
cctre how much better an appointment he g<•t 
-if he got £1,000 ~• year-so long as he was 
out of the Rail w»y Department ; and unless the 
Minister would s»y that he would find him 
employment in some other department he should 
pre·,,s his amendment. The :Minister for vV orks 
knew a' well as he did that it wtts impossible for 
the two men to work together satisfactorily. 
Not only did the country lose £800 a year 
directly by it, but it lost a great deal more by 
the cliqueo that existed in the department, which, 
he was fully satisfied, led to the loss of thousands 
to the country. If the hon. gentleman would 
promise that he would endeavour to find some 
more suitable and congenial employment for Mr. 
Herbert he should have great pleasure in with
drawing his motion. 

Mr. STEVENSON said the Premier had 
complained that nothing fresh had been said for 
the last hour, and he would endeavour to give 
him something fresh now. He would ask the 
Minister for \Vorks whether that was the first 
time that there had been friction with Mr. 
Herbert in the Railway Department? Did 
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not Mr. Thn,llon resign and go away to 
another colony entirely through Mr. Herbert ; 
and did not the Minister for \Vorks, by bringing 
Mr. Thallon hack and putting him in his former 
position as Traffic Manager, admit that Mr. 
Herbert was in the wrong? Could he explain 
that? Could he explain how it was that, after 
that, he had placed Mr. Herbert in a position 
where not only would there be friction between 
him and the Commissioner for Railways, but 
also where he could annoy Mr. Thallon if 
he thought fit ? The t!:ling was perfectly 
absurd-no answer could be given to it. How 
could the two men work together now any 
more than they could before? 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that in vol. xliv. of 
HansctTd, page 1732, he found the following:-

" 11r. NOR'l'ON said he thought the Committee were 
entitled to know \Vhcther l\Ir. Herbert would resnmc hh; 
position or not. Surely the Government hac1 had time 
to consider the matter! It was twelve months since 
:\fr. Herbert got twelve months' lea Ye ofab~ence without 
asking for it, and if the Govcrnmen t had not yet had 
time to consider what they proposed to do, then they 
ought to begin to do so. 'rhe other night the hon. 
member spoke of the Governlllent as an economical 
Government; but in the present Estimates t.hero \vas 
a commissioner for railways at £1,000 a year, and an 
acting commissioner-3n entirely new appointment 
-at £800. If the Government intended to get another 
commissioner, the Committee had a right to know. 
They ought certainly now to be in a position to knO\\~ 
pretty well what they were going to do. It \Yas no 
use shirking the matter. If they were going to get 
rid of )ir. Herbert why did they not sa.y so? Did they 
intend to appoint the Acting Commissioner in hi!S pl<te0 
or get a new commh;~ioncr from somewhere else~ The 
Committee had n right to get from t11e Government the 
fullest information that they could give. 

"The MrNrsn:n. FOR VVmmssaid he would point out to 
the hon. member that the very fact that the Govern
ment had reappointed Jir. 'l'hallon as rrraflic ::Hanagcr 
ought to ena.ble him to draw his own conclusion that 
l\Ir. Herbert \Vould not go back to the Railway Depart
ment. 

"3-Ir. NORTOX: I do not want to dra\Y conclusions at 
all; I want to hear from :rou. 

"rrhe IlfiNISTJm FOR. ·vroRK~: "\\rhy did not the hon. 
member draw his OlVn conclnsion 7 \Yhat was the use 
of bringing Jfr. 'l'hallon back jf 3Ir. Hrrbert was to 
rPsnme his position, when jt. was he who drove 3-Ir. 
'J.1hallon a.way? )Ir. I-Ierbert \Vfls a good and faithful 
servant of the Government, and they were lH'eparetl to 
recognise that. He would be providerl for in another 
position.'' 
He thought that was enough to show how much 
the promises or statements of the J\finioter for 
Works were to be relied upon. He gave a 
distinct promise twelve months ago that Mr. 
Herbert should be employed somewhere else, 
and there was good reason for it. 

The PREMIER : He is not put back in that 
position. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said there was a plinted 
record, which showed what was the value of the 
promise made by the J\1inister for \Vorks. He 
had appointed two men who did not speak to 
each other. 

The PREMIER : They will very soon have to. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said it would have been 

better if the hem. gentleman had taken up that 
position before. It was one of the gTObcJest 
pieces of breach of faith which had occurred in 
that or in any other Assembly. He hoped that 
the hon. member for Rtanley would go to a 
division on his amendment and give them an 
opportunity of recording their belief in the policy 
of the Mini<;ter for \Vorks as expressed last year. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said he dis
tinctly denied that there was any breach of faith. 
He stated then that Mr. Herbert would have no 
business transactions with the Traffic :Manager, 
nor had he. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : There was not a word 
said about business transactions at all. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : He does 
not come into contact with him at all. 

Question put, and the Committee divided :
An:s, 6. 

J.iessr~. Kellett, }forehead, Black, Stevenson, LisEner, 
and Lumley Hill. 

£\OES, 15. 

:Jlessrs. Grifllth, 3Iiles, Xorton, Dickson, Moreton, 
Sheridan, ).Iidgle.r. Hamilton, Bailey, )fellor, Dutton, 
::\Ic:\lastcr, 1Vaketield, Rutledge, and Brookes. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
Original question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TRJ<iA

SURER, the CHAim>IAN left the chair, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again at a 
later hour of the day. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER, in moving the adjournment 

of the House, said the first business to be pro
ceeded with at the later sitting would be the 
motion of the MiniHter for Works for the approval 
of the plans of the South Coast railway, and 
Supply would follow. 

'l'he House adjourned at thirteen minutes past 
12 o'clock. 




