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LEGISLATIVE ASSE:rdBLY. 
Th'U?'Sdccy, 22 Octobu·, 188.5. 

Quostiou.-Qucstion 'vithont Xoticc.-Federal Council 
(Adopting) BilL-Formal ::.\Iotion.-South Brisbane 
Gas Company Bill.-Additional Sitting Day.-Porti
tude Va.Ilcy Hailway.-Pricndly Sodetics Act Amend
ment lUll.-·wharf Line Extension lVIaclmy Railway. 
-Justices 13ill-second reading.-:Supllly-rcsmnp
t.ion of connnittce.-.8 djournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
1\Ir. :FERGUSON asked the Colonial Secre

tary-
l. \Vhat amount of moneJ was subscribed by the 

public to the Brisbane !IOSlJital for the financial year 
of 1884? 

2. 'fhe amount received from public subscriptions ? 
3. 'fhc amount received from pay patient~ r 
Li. \Ylu~L amount was paid b,y the Government in the 

sn.me year to the .Brisbane Hospital, stating the purpose 
the money was given for P 

The COLONIAL SECRETAitY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith) replied-

1. (Including pay patients) 
2. 
3. 

4. For building £2,~2 5 10 
Lock ward 826 
Thfaintenanee of 

general hospital 5,620 7 8 

£2,9GO 2 4 
2.8!0 8 10 

119 13 0 

•rota! ... £6,759 12 

QUl~S'riON WITHOUT KOTICR 
Mr. HAMILTOK said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish 

to ask the Colonial Secretary, without notice, 
if it is true that the Humpybong am! Sandgate 
committee have been granted the use of the 
steamer "Otter" ; and if so, whether they are 
allowed to charge for ccdmisoiun on hoard? I 
notice by ad vertisemcnt that they intcnr! to do 
so, hut I always understood that the people to 
whom a Govern1nent steanler is lent are not 
allowed ts make any charge for admission. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the hon. 
gentleman will give notice of the question I will 
get the information he requires. 

:FEDERAL COUNCIL (ADOPTING) 
BILL. 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. S. \V. 
Griffith), this Bill was read a third time, passed, 
and ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council for their concurrence, by message in the 
usual form. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :
By Mr. ALAND (for Mr. Buckland)-
That there be laid on the table of the IIouse-
1. A return of all papers und eorrespondence in con

nection \vith the errors in survey of portion 7, parish 
of :i\Iackenzie, showing the area deficient in the original 
sun·ey of same. 

2. 'l'he amount of compensation, if any, ofl'crccl to 
the present frecholder, Mr. 'fhomas Arrnstrong. 

SOUTH BRISBANE GAS COMPANY 
BILL. 

Mr. CHUBB moved-
That leave be given to introduce a Bill to enable 

the South Brisbane Ga111 and I,iglit Com11any, Limited, 
incorpon~ted under the proYisions of the Cmupanics 
Aet, 1863, to light with gas the city of Brisbane and its 
suburbs, and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

Question put and vassed. 
The Bill was presented, read a first time, and 

ordered to be printed. 

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY. 
The PHJ<~JiiiiER, in moving-
'l'hat this House at its rising to-morrmv do adjourn 

till Monday, the 26th instant, at 3 p. m., and that Govern
ment bn.siuess do take precedence on that day-
said : J\Ir. Sveaker,-It has always been usual 
towards the close of the session to ask for 
Monday sittings. I have received from hon. 
members on both sides of the House expressions 
of their wish that the session may be brought 
to a close as early as possible; and consi
dering the state of the business now, and that 
in the present state of the country it is desirable 
that many members should be able to retm·n 
home to attend to their own affairF I 
think it is a reasonable thing to asl.. ,ne 
House to take an additional sitting day 
-next week at any rate. I am in hopes that 
if we sit. on Monday the greater part of the 
business will be concluded, as far as this House 
is concerned, by the end of next week ; and in 
making this proposition for an atlditional ,jtting 
day I think the Government are consulting the 
convenience of hon. members on both sides of the 
House. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said: 
Mr. Speaker,-I will gladly as.,ist the Govern
ment to make a House on :Monday for the 
purpose of forwarding the business of the country, 
and I made this question " not formal" in order 
that we may understand fairly from the Govern
ment what they intend to do. 'rhere is, for 
instance, on the paper an important Bill of 
between 2GO and 2GO clauses which repeals 
about twenty Acts of Parlbment. That matter 
of itself will take a great deal more time 
than the hem. gentleman has indicated n.s being 
I ikely to be re~uired to complete the business of 
the session. I do not think that any memher of 
this Hmme hn.s read that Bill, n.nd I do not see 
the slightest possibility of its being taken into 
consideration by the House this session. I want 
to know what the Government intend to do with 
regard to that llill ? If they propose to go on 
with it, then the session will be a grecot deal 
longer than they anticipate. It is not fait· to 
ask this House to sit five days a week if the 
Government bring in new matters of such a 
formidable kind at this period of the session. 
On the condition that this matter is not pro
ceeded with, I am quite willing to sit on 
Mondays. 

The PRE:ivii.ER said: Mr. Speaker,-! am 
very sorry in<leed to hear what the hon. member 
has said about the Justices Bill, and I hope that 

· on reconsicleration he will not adhere to the views 
he has ev,:pressed. It is a Bill which, if opposed 
or discussed a great deal, cannot be passed; hut it 
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is one of those measures which can be passed in a 
''ery short time in almost any session ; it must be 
taken to a certain extent on trust after a fair 
explanation of what is the character of the Bill. 
Of course I recognise at once that if it is to be 
discussed in detail it would be idle to attempt to 
do anything with it this session, but I may take this 
opportunity of stating that the Bill is mainly, 
almost entirely, a consolidation and simplification 
of the existing law. The changes that are made 
in the law are few in number, but some of them 
are of great importance, and of such a character 
as to commend themselves to everybody to whom 
they have been submitted. The Bill was origin
ally framed by the late Chief ,Justice, Sir J arnes 
Cockle, before he left for Europe. He left it in 
my hands, and it has been lying in abeyance 
for some time, and, after being revised and 
the language modernised, it has been submitted 
to the keenest scrutiny. I notice that it has 
been read by a great many laymen as well 
as lawyers, and every layman who has read 
it has said that it is so constructed that there 
is not the slightest difficulty in its being under
stood, and that it will be of enormous benefit to 
justices of the peace in the performance of their 
duty. Under these circumstances the Govern
ment hope that it m>ty be pa~ded this session. 
If there is a desire to pass it we propose to give 
a portion of Monday's sitting for that purpose. 
But if there is to be a long discussion upon it 
there will be an end of it this session. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I fancy the hem. gentleman has made 
a mistake in not introducing the Bill-which he 
described as having been so long drawn np
ettrlier in the session. \Vhy was it not introduced 
at the very beginning of the session, instead 
of being kept back until nobody has time to 
peruse it? I should be nm~h inclined to take 
the Bill on trust, but really I think we have 
trusted too much to lawyers in this House 
already. It is not a safe thing to do, although 
the Justices Bill is in the main a lawyers' BilL 

(luestion put and passed. 

FORTITUDE VALLEY RAILWAY. 
The .1\UNISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 

Miles) moved-
That the Speaker clo n0\1i'le,:J,Ye the chair a-nd the House 

resolve itself into a Oomlllittce of the ·whole to con~ider 
the following resolutions, namely:-

1. That the House approves of the plan, section. and 
book of reference of t,Jw proposed extension from ~Brts
ba.ne Terminal Station through .Portitu(llc Vnllc\' to 
Bowcn Hills, on the Sandgatc Railway, as laid uporl the 
table of the Ilou~~ on 'rnesd'ity, the 20th instant. 

2. rrhat the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded t? the LegislatiV*! Council for their approval, 
by message 111 the usual forw. 

Question put and pas,ed. 

The .1\IINISTElc J<'OH WORKS, in moving-
1. 'L'lmt the House :qlproves of the plan, scetion, and 

lJook of reference of the proposed extension from the 
Brh;bane 'l,erminnl Station thl'Ollhh 1•\Jrtitude Yallcy to 
Bowcn Hills, on the Sa.ndgntc H,aihnty, a~ lai1l upon uthe 
table of the House on Tuc;;:.day, the ~Oth instant.. 

2. 'l'hat the plan, section, and book of refen:ncc he 
forwarded to the I1egislativo Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

-S>tid that hon. members would observe, from 
the plan" which had been on the table for some 
dttys, the direction which that extension would 
take:-

" The ran to selected crosses Albcrt aml 'l'urbot streets 
ne:tr their intersection; it is proposed to direct these 
streets to a nmv street and over-bridge bet,veen the 
Lady nowen Hospital and the S..:hool of Arts. The 
line passes at the rear of those buildings and 
crosses under EU.ward street, whieh will require 
to be raised ·.t feet into the "Gpper Rewrve for 
National ~ehool between -wickllam terrace and Ann 
street about one chain from the latter street. Here iL 
is proposed to build the city station at a level nearly 

corresponding to that of Ann street. The Jlrincipal 
approach to the station 'vill be by means of a ne\V street 
I{ chains wi<le, between .i.delaide ::md Anu streets, 
jJassing over the site of the 1n·est:nt building- for girl::;·in 
the Xormal Sehool sqnarc. 'l'he gradient of this street 
will be I in 16, a,s compared with 1 in 11, and 1 in 10 
by Edward and Creek streets respectively. 

" Immediately beyond the city station the line will 
be conveyed by means of a tunnel 36lo chains in length 
under the following strcet8-nmnely, Creek street, 
1Yickham terr~-we, \fharf, Bowen, Ralr, llonndar.r .. and 
lrarren streets. The line will then run i.n open cutting 
am·oss Gotha, Gipps, and Brunswick streets, <Lll of which 
will 1Je crossed over the railway. Gipps street will 
require to be raised 6 feet and Brunswiek ::;trcet 2-~ feet 
for this purpose. 

"The Valley station 'vill be placed between Brunswick 
and Constance streets, 'vhere provision will be made for 
both passenger and goods traffic, by resuming a con
siderable area, of la-nd with acCf<;:,s from Wickham street, 
the length available for sidings being 10·6 chains. 'fhis 
station will necessitate the partial closing of Alicc and 
Julia streets; bnt as these arc only blind street::; this is 
not a serious matter. Constance street is more impor
tant, being a thoroughfare, and H is provosed to raise 
this street J 1~· feet, and cross it over the railway. 

" A few chains beyond Bridoe street, which will he 
diverted into Constance street on the left, the line 
enters Crown la1·ds and runs up the valley of a 
watercourse, crossing Leichlmrdt street and n-regory 
terrace, tlw forrner to be raised 15 feet and the laHPr 
2-J.~- feet. and cros.scd over the railway. 'N10 line then 
cnter8 the grounds of the ~ational Association, ann 
pa.ssiug between the cattle sheds and the c;oeck, joins 
the Sandgatc .Kailw11y under the over-bridge in O'Connell 
terrace. 

"'rho length to construct is I mile 55 clmins SO links, 
exclusive of IS chains com1n·ised in the contemplated 
extension of the Rmua~street stat,ion. 

"Authority is also sought for a loop connecting- the 
Fortitude Yalley line with the Snndgatc lH'iLHeh at 
Exhibition station; the loop will be JQ·5S chains in 
length, and 'vill be bUllt entirely within the grounds 
of the X:ttional Association. 

"~\ glance at the diagram accompanying the parlia
mentary l)lan will show that this loop is designed to 
play an important part in the general schenw, as it 
admits of passenger trains compassing a large part of 
the city and suburbs without shunting. 

"This extension is intenU.ed to be constructed for a 
double line laid. with rails of the heavier section (GO lb. 
per yard). The cost is C";_;tirnatcfl at £180.820, exclusive 
of compensation fo1're.sumption of hmd, buildings, etc. 

"'L'lw works will ncee::;8arily be heavy and expeusiYC
thc most costly being the proposed tnunel between 
Creek and 1Varren streets, introduced with a vie\\r of 
reducing the claims for resmnption of private property. 
A large portion of the CX]Jemliture will also be incurred 
fnr retaining walls, 1vith the same object, and }tl~o 
in providing for t11c nnmerous streets, over-bridges, 
diversions, etc." 

The HoN. Sm. T. MciLWllAITH: l\Tr. 
}'raser, I rise to a point of order. .1\Iay I ask if 
the .:VIinister for \Vorks intends to lay the paper 
on the tttble of the House? 

The .1\IINISTJn~ :FOH WORKS : Yes. 
The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWTIAITH: Thnt is 

all right, because we could not hear a word he 
read. 

The ::YIINISTEH I<'Oit WORKS said that if 
hnn. members would look at the plans on the 
table they would ;,ee the necessity of that ex ten· 
sion through the Valley, more especially as in 
the construction of the K orth Coast Hail way it 
would be absolutely necessary that tlmt deviation 
or extension should take plttce direct through 
the Valley. Under any circumstances the 
passenger station must he brought to the 
centre of the city, ttnd for the traffic to 
go right round the Normal School to the 
present line would be entirely out of plttce. A 
very great n1istake ~.-vas rnade in the first instance 
in the direction now propm>ed. He was not quite 
sure that "mistttke" was the proper word-a very 
great blunder had been committed in the first 
instance in not carrying the line tts proposed 
hy the plane now laid on the table of the House. 
Hon. members might come to the conclusion 
that it involved a very large outlay, and that the 
country would be hardly justified in undertaking 
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it. He had only to warn hon. members that 
the longer the delay the more costly would it 
be, and he believed it was absolutely necessary 
that the work should be carried out. He 
clirl not know how it happened, but nearly all 
their rail way stations were a laughing-stock to 
strangers visiting then1 or travelling ::tlong their 
lines, hcc:cuse the trains had all to hack into the 
station. They were remedying that defect at 
Ipswich by building a station at which passen
gers might arrive and depart without the 
train having to go backwards and for\vards. 
U nlcss the extension was carried in the direction 
]>roposed in the plans on the table, the very 
same Rystem would prevail. In Toowoomha 
again there was a great loss of time occasioned 
by hacking the train into the station.; and he 
hoped very soon to he able to bring down plans 
for remedying the evil there. He hoped hon. 
members would approve of the extension pro
posed, which would rectify the mistake that had 
been made. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
had not had time to go into the memorandum 
which had constituted almost the whole of the 
speech of the Minister for vVorks, and which 
Heemed to have been written hv the Under Secre
bry for Rttil ways. That wolllcl he gone into in 
detail by-and-by, and in the meantime he would 
stty a few words as to the general features of the 
schellle. Apart from the description of the line 
by the U ncler :Secretary, the whole speech of the 
hon. gentleman consisted in saying-first, that 
anyone who look&d at the plan,; would see the 
neccs:'ity for the line, and in the second place in 
show1ng that very great mistakes had hitherto 
Leeu made in constructing our railways, and that 
the proposal of the Government was an attempt 
at reformation in that respect. Now, he (Sir T. 
J\Icilwraith) had looked at the plans with a good 
deal of anxiety since they had been on the table 
and he could see nothing hut W'lste of the publi~ 
money in constructing a line in any such place. 
He defied anyone to look at the map and 
see the necessity for that line of railway. The 
only reawn given for the line was that the 
Xorth Coast l{ailway would he able to start the 
other way frorn the Htation, instead of going 
round. \Vhat the Committee wanted was the 
reason vvhythe Goverrnnent were going to expend, 
he believed, about half-a-lllillion of money to 
construct such a line. \V as it for the passenger 
trctffio? \Vhat passenger traflic could there "be 
between the railway station and the junction 
with the main Sandgnte line'? The passen"er 
traffic wae; already taken up by lines of on~i
Luses and trams. If it were intended for goods 
traffic, where was the goods traffic that would 
justify thern in u1aking snch a raihvay fnnn 
the central sbttion to the Vttlley? One rettson 
r.;iveu when the Loan Biil was before 
the House was that the passenger station was 
Hitmttecl outside the town and was not con
venient for the inhabitants of Brisbane; but the 
Minister for vVorks had not had the effronterv 
to bring tha,t argu1nent for\vard again. So fll:r 
as the inhabitants of the town were concerned, 
there was not a station in any city in the world 
Inore convenient; it was \vithin five rninutcs' 
rh·i ve of almost every hotel in the city. Did the 
J\finister for \V orks mean to say that an expen
diture of £180,000, exclusiye of the money that 
would have t<• he paid for the land, was justified 
by the saving of five minutes' driye for pas
se~Igers to t.he main railway station, that fiye 
mmutes bemg counterbalanced by the five 
minutes saved to people livins in other direc
tions'? As to the line being required for pas
senger traffic, that w.ts a perfect farce. The 
traffic would go where the people wanted to gu, 
and ~hey did not want to go along the streets 
he l\Imister httd mentioned. The line of traffic 

was well defined at the present time by the 
omnibuses, and the people had the kind of 
accommodation they reCJ.uired. He granted that 
it would he more convenient-it would look 
better on paper, at all events-that the 
Gympie line should start facing Gympie, 
but it would cost a great deal of money. 
Kow to come to the Minister's other arguments, 
The hon. member got into generalities and said 
that for many years they had been accustomed 
to make their stations in wrong ]!laces-they 
hacked into all the important stations, and were 
the laughing-stock of the other colonies on that 
account. 'fhere was a good deal to be said 
on that score. Ipswich station was really a 
disgTace to the colony, and so was the one 
at 'foowoomba; but why was that? :SimtJly 
because ministerial jobbery managed to put 
the stations in bad positions ; and the job now pro
posed wastheworstof all. The jobs of the Ipswich 
and Toowoomba sttttions were fleabites compared 
with the expenditure of half-a-nrillion of money to 
suit a very few people. The hon. member said 
he was going to remedy the state of affairs at 
Ipswich ; but he (Sir T. Mcilwraith) believed, 
from his examin,ction of the designs and the work 
that was being carried out, that the Government 
were going to waste £20,000, and that a much 
more convenient station for the public ttncl for 
Ipswich itself could be made at a cost of one
third what the Government proposed to expend. 
He wns perfectly satisfied that it had been p11t 
in that position to suit some people, but not the 
people of the colony. Anyone could see that 
who looked at it. No engineer could say that it 
was put in the hest phcce ; on the contrary any 
engineer would say that the proper place for a 
station was between a-quarter and half-a-mile 
further on. They had to seek, therefore, for some 
other reason why it was put there, and the only 
possible reason was that it was put there to suit 
the convenience of certain people who were not 
the public of Queensland. With regard to Too
woomha, the Government had clone nothing. 
He for one would have had no objection if the 
Government lmcl proposed a reasonable snrn to 
cut off that abominable excrescence, the railway 
station at Toowoomba, from the railway line 
altogether. The main station ought to be put so 
that it would he actually on the main line to 
Roma. That would have been a reasonable 
thing to do, but the Government had clone 
nothing whatever there, and they were evidently 
not prepared to remedy that error. They were 
not going to remedy that error, but they were 
rmcking· a frpsh job at Ipswich and a tremendous 
job at Urisbane; and yet they went on saying that 
they were actually putting right the blunders of 
their engineers and politicians in past times. 
'The Minister for vVorks said he believed the 
work would cost £180,829, hut he added that 
that was exclusive of compensation for land 
resumed. Had the hon. gentleman got an 
e,timate of the amount of compensation 
that would have to be paid? For he had 
no business to come to the Committee and 
ask for such a vast amount of money with
out knowing how much the country would have 
to pay for the line before it was finished. The 
Gove1·nment could not shelter themselves by 
saying that they had not got an estimate of the 
amount for compensation, because if they had 
not got it they ought to have got it; :md he was 
CJ.Uite sure the Committee would never pass plan~ 
and sections sanctioning such an enorrnous 
expenditure without having some much more 
satisfactory information with regard to the cost. 
He had been told that the Government had made 
a valuation. \Vas that so? 

The MINIS TEll :B'OR WORKS: Yes. 
The HoN. S111 T. MaiL WRAITH: May I 

a:;k what is the amount of the valuation? 
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The MINISTER FOil WORKS: Somewhere 
alJout £80,000 ; but a great dettl of that will be 
saved by the tunnel. That is a long way from 
half-a-million. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
believed his estimate would be much nettrer the 
mark than t.hat just given by the Minister for 
\Vorks, because if the line stttrted from the Romtt
street sttttion the hon. gentlenmn would have to 
ptty double £80,000 for compenstttion before he 
rcttched the mouth of the tunnel. Of thttt he 
wtts perfectly sure. Then the hon. gentlemttn 
said the line was to be carried through Govern
ment property. It wtts a mean thing for the 
Government to try to get out of a difficulty 
by running their line through the very little 
bit of ground that wtts still left to the city 
of Brisbane. \Vhy should the ground of the 
citizens be taken away from them ? The taking 
away of that ground was a greater evil 
than buying land from other people. That 
land was set ttpart for public purposes of the 
city, and the Governn1ent were going to take it 
away from the city ttnd put it to a use for which it 
'vns never intended, in order to save an arnount 
which they would otherwise have to pay for com
pensation. He would like to see that valuation, 
and to know by whom it was made. No doubt 
the Government employed someone in who"e 
opinion the Committee could place reliance. 
There were other points which he would criticise 
when he had read the memorandum of the 
Under Secretary for Works, a good deal of which 
he could not understand when it w;~s read by the 
Minister for \Vorks. One of those points would 
be the wrong done to a large number of the 
inhabitants of the city-especially to the people 
living to the north of Queen street, up toward., 
\Vickham terrace-by the extraordinary gradient 
they were going to give in the new streets and 
in the altered streets in conse<ruence of the line. 
It was evident that the Government had not 
given any consideration to the people living on 
\Vickham terrace ; for property there would be 
injured to a very considerable extent. Alto
gether, the railway was not wanted in any shape 
or form. The Committee might ha; e some 
sympathy with a line that was going to give 
convenience to a large number of the inhabi
tants; but that line woul<l not d,, anything of 
the sort. If the object was to canyon the line 
more directly towards the river there might be 
something to say for it ; but that scheme did not 
carry it a bit nearer the lower part of the river, 
so far as the river traffic was concerned. As to 
passenger and goods traffic, he had shown tlmt 
the line was perfectly inadequate for it, and that 
it was never intended for it. The hem. gentleman 
rightly enough said nothing about its paying 
qualitie~. Talk about not paying for the grease 
on the wheels! That line would not pay the 
wages of the rnen who put the grease on. 

The PIU~JYIIEn said the question of that line 
was first snbmitted to the House last session, 
when the proposition Wits approved of by a 
majority of two to one. A separate discussion 
took place upon it, ami it was carried by 2.) to 13. 
Such boing the case, the Government were ex
pected, at any rate, to submit to the Hou:;e, 
at a suitttble time, the plans for the construction 
of the line. He was of opinion that the present 
railway station was in the 'vrong place, and he 
had always been of that opinion. \Vhen it was 
proposed to put it there he said so in the House, 
and unsuccessfully tried to get it reconsidered. 
\Vhen hon. members remembered that there was 
going to be a north coast line soon, it would be 
seen how inconvenient the present rail wa~~ stn.tion 
would be as a starting point. He had always 
been of opinion that the way of getting to 
Sandgate was wrong. Starting where it did 

prevented a great deal of traffic on that line. 
One could get to S<1ndgate nearly as soon from 
the V allev by road as by rail if one had to go to 
the Rorn~-street statioi1. It might take half
ttn-hour to get to the station and an hour to get 
from the station to Sandgate by rail. One could 
drive out in an hour and a-half with far less 
trouble and inconvenience. But that was a 
n1ere trifling rnatter. 

The Hox. J. IlL MACROSSAN said the train 
time between Brisbane and Sandgate was thirty
five minute". 

The PREMIER said that was not the average 
tirne. He was speaking of the average time. 
He knew that they could go down in half·an-hour 
at full speed. That was to a great extent a snb
urhan line, and it would pay handsomely if, 
as a suburban line should, it followed the most 
convenient route for picking up passengers and 
came into the middle of the town. To people 
who wanted to get into town from any
where on the Sandgate line, the present 
station was extremely inconvenient, and he 
ktd no doubt that the traffic would be 
very mnch larger if passengers could be 
landed somewhere near the centre of the town. 
There could be no doubt whatever about that. 
vVhen they had a North Coast line it would be 
inconvenient in the highest degree to conduct 
the traffic at the present terminal station. As a 
matter of fact the station was not large enough, 
and, situated where it was, it could not be en
larged so as to carry on the business of the \V es
tern lines, the snburbanlines, and theN orth Coast 
line. It would be extremely inconvenient, there 
being no way of getting out of it at the town 
end. He regarded it as a matter of absolute 
certainty that the line woulc! have to be 
extended into the city ; and that it would be 
extended from the city through. the V alley he 
regarded as equally certain. Hon. members 
might doubt whether the present was the proper 
time to do it ; but that it would have to be done 
was beyond all doubt. It was very like the Sibyl
line books. vVhen a reasonable offer waR made 
and it was not taken. when the offer was made 
a second time, more '~<mld have to be paid; and 
if not takeu then, still more would be asked on the 
next occasion. If that work had been done when 
theraihvaywas first brought into Brisbane itsctmt 
would lmve been comparath·ely trifling, and if 
the railway to Sanclgate had been made through 
the Valley it would have cost much less-tens of 
thousands-probably nearly .£100,000-than it 
would to do it now ; and if they put it off for 
another year it would cost perhaps £100,000 more. 
\Vhttt did they find in New South \V ale,;? They 
httd been tltlking there for the last fifteen or 
twenty years of bringing the railway station into 
thu city. They always did talk a long time there 
before taking action, and wha,t might have been 
d<me a few years ago for £300,000 or £400,000 
would now cost probably a million and a-half, 
and, perhaps, before they made up their minds 
it would cost two millions and a-half. It had to 
be done. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : It is not 
like this. 

The PREMIER: Of course it was not exactly 
like. No two towns were exactly alike. 'rhe 
extension of the rail way into the city would be of 
the gl'eateHt convenience to pas::)eugers; and it 
would be made more profitable so far as suburban 
traffic was concerned. Of course it was impossible 
to say what the additional profit would be, ea,rned 
from a railway of that kind. It was not one of 
those things which cnul<l be considered exactly 
on the san1e footing as the extension of a line 
into new country. It was for the pnrpose of 
affording facilities which were absolutely neces
bary for carrying on the traffic; and he thought 
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the people who used the railway were entitled 
to some consideration. He used that argu
ment htst, because it was probably the least 
weighty; although he did think, considering that 
nearly one-half the people of the colony 
would use that line, that they were en
titled to some consideration. He knew that 
some p~ople held the opinion that the ter
minal station should be brought into the 
city, and that the line should go no further; but 
he could not see the advantage of that. It 
would be extremely inconvenient to have the 
terminal station in the middle of the city, and 
he did not think the advantages to be derived 
from it would justify the expense. For the 
purposes of suburban traffic it woul<l be no better 
than at present. Unless the line went right 
through he did not see that there would 
be any ad vantage at all ; but if taken through 
it would facilitate traffic in every way, relieve 
the pressure on the terminal station, and produce 
a very large amouut of additional income from 
suburban traffic. The h<m. member had said 
there were many places where terminal stations 
were not so convenient as here, but large expense 
had been incurred to make new stations more 
con venicnt for the public. Take London Bridge 
station. 'That was quite close to the city, jthlt 
across London Bridge ; yet they spent two or 
three millions of money to carry it half-a-mile 
further across the river, and quite right too, 
because they saw that it would be convenient 
and that it would pay. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH: Exactly 
-that it would pay. 

The PRJi;JYIIER: Aml so with other railways 
in the old country. One other company, at least, 
that bad a station on the south side of the Thames 
had been compelled to come to the north side ; 
and in other great cities in England the same 
thing had been done. In l'vfelbomne, again, 
they had been obliged to do the same-at any 
rate some of it had been done, and the rest 
would have to be done. All those things showed 
that the proposed extension would have to be 
rnade. There were no two opinions as to the 
route to be itdopted, and the only question was 
whether it should be done now. There might be a 
difference of opinion on that point ; but the 
House last year affirmed that it was desirable 
that the money should be borrowPd for the 
purpose of doing the work; therefore, the only 
practic:tl question now was whether the present wr.s 
a snitalJle time to spend it; an<l in the interests of 
economy he thought it was a suitable time, 
because the cost of the work would be certain to 
increase as time went on. 

Mr. BEA'TTIE said he had listened very care
fully to the remarks of previous speakers with 
reference to the construction of this line 
of railway, and he had listened to the 1·emarks 
of the hon. the Premier with some degree 
of anxiety, having taken son1e intere::;t in 
the desirability of hn,ving rail·way cmnmuni
cation with Fortitude Vt1lley. But he was 
Rurprbed) and it ':vas a rnatter of regret to hiln, 
tlutt the hem. s·entleman had altogether ignored 
the fact that it wrts possible to create a tmde 
that would be advt1ntageous to the railway by 
1uaking sornething in the shape of a connection 
"t the lower ]'art of the V alley with the Brisbane 
River. He would ask hon. members who ba<l 
examined the plans-as no doubt they had 
all done carefully~ what the line now 
proposE' d \vas going to a.dd to the ad van
tages of the water frontages in the Bulimba 
Reach? That was totally ignored. He had 
measured the distance; on the plans ; and he 
might Sl1Y nt once that he hac! never had >1ny 
serious objection to bringing the }-;tatinn into the 
city if it was the wish of the public that it should 

be brought in. But with reference to the exten
sion through Fortitude V alley, on the west side 
of vVickham street, he had always held a very 
strong opinion, knowing the amount of injury it 
would do to property holders in that locality
particularly seeing that the railway was going to 
trend to the westward immediately it got down 
to Cre,r,k street, and would not touch the eastern 
part of the city as far as river communication was 
concerned. He came to the conclusion at once 
that there was not the slightest intention on the 
part of the Minister for vVorks to provide for a 
loov-line to Bulimba. He would point out the 
evidence on which he formed that opinion. It 
was this: that the hon. gentleman, in submitting 
the plans, showed that he intended making a 
connection with the Randgate Railway in the 
National Association's ground. He made no 
provision for going to Bulimba, although he 
knew well tlmt it was a rising loc~tlity where a 
very large amount of trade would have to be 
done within the next two years. No railway 
system that did not embrace a connection with 
the Bulimba reach, so as to give advantages 
to the mercantile community, who required 
railway communication with the centre of the 
town, would give satisfaction to the people 
of :Fortitude V alley. The line as now pro
posed 1night be a good_ Inean~ _of connecting 
the city with the North Coast Railway, but 
what trade would it fetch into the Valley? 
'The distance from Bridge street, where the tunnel 
entered, to the junction with the Sandgate line, 
w"s one mile and a-half. It went into the 
water reserve at least eight or ten chains from 
vVickham street, and there it ended-not the 
slightest provision being made for hlulimba. 
That was the reason why he objected to the 
plans when they were laid on the table before. 
And now he would draw the attention of the 
Premier-whose memory seemed to be a little 
defective on the point-to the fact that when 
the Minister for vV orks laid the plans on the 
table last year, he (:iYir. Beattie) pointed out that 
there was no provision for a loop-line to Bulimba, 
and that the line would be of no advantage to 
the Valley if a loop-line to Bulimba Wtts not 
introduced. 'The House having discussed the 
matter, the Minister for vVorks withdrew the 
plans so that he might be enabled to give further 
information to the House. In the plans that hon. 
gentleman had now submitted he had adopted 
what was called the tunnel line. In his first 
proposal the line was to pass through O!Jen 
cutting,; across the whole of the streets. Now 
he had adopted the alternative tunnel plan. He 
(?vir. Beattie) presented a petition the other 
day which was signed by 140 m· HiO residents in 
the V alley. Only eight or ten of those were 
merely resid<:nts there; all the others were 
property holders who would be affected by land 
being taken from them for the line proposed by 
the Government, and they objected to the 
Government proposal. For himself he would 
have been glad to have seen a proposal from the 
Government to construct a line from the V alley 
which would have a connection with the Sand
gate Hail way, going then down the water re8erve, 
and making a station at the bottom of 1-Vickham 
street. There was plenty of Governn:ent land 
there without touching an inch of anybody's 
property, ttnd there was also plenty of room for 
station purposes. The only land, too, they 
would require to resume in getting to Bulimba 
would be very little indeed, because they could 
by law take possessiou of a street, which 
would carry them to the Bulimba boundary. 
They would only have to purchase 8 or 
10 chain" running from Brookes street some
where to the north of the Waterloo Hctel. 
As Hoon aH he Raw the plans he waited upon the 
Minister for 1-Vorks, and pointed out the mistake 
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he was making in not providing for a loop-line to 
Bulimba. He also showed the Minister that the 
expensive character of the work proposed would 
defeat the object he had in view, and that his 
proposition did not meet with the approval of a 
very large section of the people interested. Sup
posing the scheme as proposed by the Government 
was carried out, what probability was there of the 
House granting money for a loop-line to Bulimba 
during the next five or six years, even if there 
were shipping from one end of the reach to the 
other? They would first have to go into the 
market for another loan. He had no hesitation 
in saying that the line he proposed could be 
constructed for £40,000; and yet the Govern
ment asked them to agree to a line which 
would take property to the value of over 
£100,000, and that, too, for a line which 
would not be of the slightest advantage to For
titude V alley. He had been told that under his 
plan l<'ortitude V alley would have no direct 
communication with Sanclgate. That, however, 
was absurd. There would only have to be a 
head-station for the Vn,lley and there was suffi
cient roo:n available for that purpose. He had 
sufficient confidence in the Traffic Manager to 
believe that he would arrange to run all the 
trains required for the convenience of the resi
dents in the Valley. Moreover, the Valley, 
with its large resident population, demanded, or 
was entitled to, a head-station, and not a mere 
platform at which it was tacked on to the Sand
gate Railway. He hoped the matter would 
be seriously considered by the Committee. 
A line that did not give the necessary 
communication to Bulimba reach would not, 
as the leader ot the Opposition had said, pay for 
the wages of the individual employed to grease 
the wheels. The Committee would not be 
justified in voting for the motion unless the 
Government amended their proposition so as to 
connect the river at Bulimba with some point
he did not care where-on the Sandgate line. 

The PREMIER said the remarks of the 
senior hon. member for Fortitude V alley had 
reminded him that be had intended to refer to 
the line proposed as being a means of communi
cation with the water frontn,ges. He had given 
the matter very careful consideration, and was 
bound to saythathe thought the line would furnish 
a most convenient way to the river frontage at 
Bulimba. The station would be just about as 
far from the wharves there as the Brisbane 
station was from the Brisbane wharves. The 
difference, at all events, was not very appreciable. 
A little additional carriage when goods were 
once put upon the drays would make very little 
difference, and it would be much more con
venient to place the stlltion where the Govern
ment proposed than where the hon. member 
proposed. So far as his judgment went, it certainly 
would be at least as convenient for access to 
the wharves at Bulimba, or the wharves which 
might be constructed there, as that proposed by 
the hon. member for :Fortitude Valley. He did 
not profess to be infallible upon that point. 
It would be a little bit further; but the 
other advantages were enormously greater. 
Fortitude V alley would be actually placed in 
direct communication with every part of the 
Southern and Western Railway. The place pro
posed by the hon. gentleman would simply carrv 
a goods station, approached by an extremely 
inconvenient route. He had the misfortune to 
differ from the hrm. gentleman. He had given 
the matter very careful consideration, and had 
arrived at a different conclusion from the hun. 
gentleman. He wets not bold enough to say that 
he was right ; but hon. gentlemen could form 
their own opinions. 

The HoN. SrR T. M oiL WRAITH said there 
was no wonder that the Premier forgot to men-

tion the facilities that the line would give to 
traffic in the Bulimba reach, because the line 
would be so far away that the engineers 
forgot to show the river on the plan. The 
river was so far away that it would be as 
near to the Brisbane station as the V alley sta
tion. The idea nf a passenger line, frn· which 
£188,000 was asked, being made the means of 
communication with the Bulimba reach "'IR a 
little too absurd. To make a station useful at 
all there it must be a goods station. The cost of 
the land for the station would be nearly as 
much as the whole amount put down by the 
:Minister for the construction of the line. 1'here 
w;cs one point upon which the :Minister was very 
reticent, and that was as to which was to be the 
central station for the Southern and \Vestern line. 
He forgot to refer to the point jw;t now, and the 
Government forgot it also. \Vhen the plans were 
before the House before, the reason why they 
gained a large n1unber of votes wns beca,w:;e they 
said the Brisbane station was in the wrong 
place altogether. Trains ought to start from 
the centre of the town. Did the Govern
ment really mean to start trains from the 
city station? He was perfectly satisfied in 
his own mind that the person who made the 
plans never intended it. It was actually pro
po.sed to make that the terminal station for the 
traffic, not of one line but of two-the North 
Coast Railway and the Southern and \Vestern. 
\'f as anything more preposterous? Did the hem. 
gentJetnan know he was going to n1ake a little 
side-station perform the whole duties of the 
present Brisbane passenger station? £80,000 was 
to be spent in getting a small piece of land, and 
there was not one single bit of that land that wonld 
be available for a terminal pas"enger station. The 
hon. gentle1nan kne\v the engineer never n1ca.nt 
the city station to be put there. It was only 
intended for a by-statiPn, and there was no 
room for anything else. It could never be made 
anything ehe, nor could a terminal trade ever 
start from there. 

The PREMIER said the place fixed for the 
terminal station was a gr~at deal larger than any 
central passenger station in London. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: That is 
absurd. 

The PREMIER said he knew the place 
perfectly well and went over it carefully some 
months ago. Did the hon. gentleman know the 
distance between Edward street and Creek 
street ? 1'hat was the length of the proposed 
station, and the width of it was about half of 
that. There was no station in London anything 
like half the size of that. It would be an 
extremely convenient place for a terminus, as 
there would be access to it from both ends. Trains 
could come in and go out from either end, and 
there would Le ample room for the station. 

The HoN. Sm T. lYiciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman seemed to talk with very little 
consideration. He said that little piece of land 
in the plan, which was about one-tenth of the 
size of the Roma-street station, was a great deal 
larger than any tGrminal station in London. 
The thing was preposterous. There Wl1S not a 
terminal station in London that had not fifty 
times that amount of land. It was a gross 
absurdity to make the V alley station one-half 
greater in size than what the terminal station 
was proposed to be. 

The PHEJ\:IIER said there was a misunder
standing somewhere. The length of the station 
was from J~dward street to Creek street, which 
was more than fivn chains, and the width was 
half that. It was very nearly as large as the block 
between Queen street and Adelaide street, and 
Ed ward street and Creek street. That was 
the land available there, whether it was shown 
in the plan or not. 
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Mr. BEATTIE said that if the Colonial 
Secretary alluded to the whole block of course 
there was room enough. But he must re
member that that was a school reserve. The 
Government were only to tt<ke a slice alongside 
of the street for the central station. 

The PUEMIER: One-half of it. 
Mr. HEATTIE: It is a gully, and will have 

to be filled up. 
The PREMIER : The material from the 

tunnel will fill that up. 
Mr. BEATTIE said nearly the whole of that 

would be required to fill up the streets in Forti
tude Valley, which would require to be 
raised some 1'\ or lG feet above the present 
level. He pointed out, last session, that he did 
not think the approach to the central station 
was good. They knew very well that a gradient 
of 1 in 1G for a long incline wn,s very steep ; but 
they must tn,ke into consideration that the 
vehicles using that line would be nf a very light 
character, simply taking passengers. The whole 
of the traffic business would be done at Roma 
street. How would they ever do any traffic busi
nes~ at Fortitude Valley without making the 
necessary extension to the river at the Bulim bn, 
rea,ch? The station he had suggested would be 
at the bottom of \Vickham street, and would 
have plenty of room, without an inch of ground 
having to be bought. \Vhat was the distance 
between the siding proposed in the plans and the 
station he sug-g-P,ted at the end of\Vickham street'? 
·why, the difference in distance was something 
like five chains, and yet the hon. gentleman was 
trying to make people believe that ta,king the 
station to the bottom of Boundary street would 
be clisacl vantageous to the residents of the 
V alley, and that the other would he more central. 
But not only was that not the case, as he had 
already pointed out, but at the place he had 
indicated in Boundary street there was plenty of 
Government land available for the station and 
it would not be necessary to resume one inch, 
while in the other case the whole of the land 
required would have to he resumed. He would 
ask the Government to give that matter some 
consideration. As the leader of the Opposition 
had pointed out, it was perfectly clear from the 
plans that neither the Minister for \Vorks nor 
the engineer had taken into consideration the 
desirability of taking the railway to Bulimba. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
land, where it was proposed to establish the 
terminal station of the Southern and \V estern 
Railway, was 4 chains wide by 1 chain broad, 
so that the &rea was exactly two-fifths of an acre, 
and the Premier told them that that was as much 
ground as was occupied by any central station 
in London. 'Vhy, the Midland station alone 
occupied 6 acres ! It was evident from those 
plans that it was never intended that the place 
in question should be a terminal station. There 
was simply ground provided for a proper platform, 
and that did away entirely with the principal 
argument which had been used by the Govern
ment for the purpose of getting the House to 
vote the money for that station. It now seemed 
that it was not the intention of the Government 
to shift the terminal station at all. He said so at 
the time the money was asked for, and then stated 
that it would cost a great cle>Ll more to shift the 
station than was voted by the House. Evidently 
the Government simply proposed to put up a 
platform for the people of Fortitude Valley. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman was 
evidently speaking· about a different plan from 
that to which he referred. \Vhat he (the Premier) 
asserted was that there was a certain amount of 
land available for the station. He did not give the 
area because he had not had an opportunity of 

measuring it, hut he had measured it since and 
found that in3teacl of being two-fifths of an acre it 
was 2j acres, being 10 chains long by 2:\; chains 
wide, if the map was correct ; and that was avail
able fur station purposes. The hon. gentleman 
talked about a terminal station in London. If he 
spoke about a station and works for rolling-stock, 
then no doubt it did cover several acres ; and it 
would be extremely inconvenient to have a 
terminal station in that sense at the place where 
it w>Ls proposed to build the station. But he 
(the Premier) was speaking of a place for passen
gers t0 arrive at and start from, and there was 
plenty of room for that. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLvVRAITH said he 
thought the measurement he had given was 
correct. 

The PUEMIER : How can that be? The 
land is 10 chains by 2:\; chains. 

The HoN. Sm T. MuiLWTIAITH : The plan 
is on a scale of 2 chains to an inch. 

The PREMIER: :No; 5 chains to an inch. 
The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH saicl the 

scale was 2 chains to an inch, so that the land 
was really 4 chains by 1 chain, which was exactly 
four-tenths of tm acre. 

The HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
would like to know from the Minister for 
\Vorks whether he had got a detailed report of 
the valuation with respect to the amount of 
compenAation to be paid for the land to he 
resumed, and also whether he had had more 
than one valuation made? 

The PREMIEit said that before his hon. 
colleague answered that question he would like to 
have an understanding about the scale of those 
plans. The scale of what were called the plans 
and sections was 2 chains to an inch ; but with 
that there wtcs what they might call a local map 
or sketch showing the areas; and that map, which 
was the one on which his calculation was made, 
was 5 chains to an inch ; and the dimensions of 
the site for the station, according to that, were 
2 inches by ~-inch. That was 10 chains by 2~ 
chains, or 2~ ttcres. 

The HoN. 8m T. MciLWRAITH said that 
on the title-page of the plans it was stated 
that the scale was 2 chains to an inch, but it 
appeared that in a little corner on one pa.ge there 
was a sketch on the scale of 5 chains to the 
inch as stated by the Premier. 

The MIXISTER JTOR WORKS said the 
leader of the Opposition was endeavouring to 
drag a red herring across the trtcil about the size 
of the terminal station. If the hon. gentleman 
had no better argument than that he had better 
leave the matter alone. \Vith reference to the 
question asked by the hon. member for Towns
ville, there had been only one valuation made ; 
and the amount to be paid for rewmecllancl was 
put down at between £80,000 and £90,000. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : I asked if 
you had the detailed report? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that was 
the amount of the valuation, but he had received 
some information since which would reduc~ th"t 
valuation considerably. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman need not think that he was 
going to JX1SS the business throngh by bounce, 
and he ought to be the last to attem1~t such a 
thing, as no member of that Committee had 
been accorded such indulgence as he had received. 

·The hon. gentleman had been allowed to read a 
whole speech th"t afternoon, a thing which was 
never clone by any other member except by the 
Colonial Treasurer when making his }financial 
Statement. But even with reading his speech he 
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had not given the Committee the slightest 
enlightenment on the subject ; indeed he did not 
seem to know anything about it. But he (Sir T. 
Mci!wraith) thought hon. members who were 
now seriously discussing the business before 
them would understand it before they had done. 
He would now come to the point between the 
Premier and himself. The fact that the land 
was 10 chains by 2~ chains, which was 2~ acres 
exactly, did not ttlter his (Sir T. Mcilwraith's) 
argument in the slightest degree. The next 
point in dispute between them was what each 
considered a terminal station. He would tell 
the Committee what the hon. member considered 
it. ·what the hon. member said last year in 
introducing the scheme was as followed :. -

" rrhe scheme th0y proposed Wa >; t"\YOfold, first to 
bring the main passenger station of t.he Southern and 
1Vestern line to the place where it ought to have been 
always a.nd where it certainly would be some day
that was the middle of the city." 
That was exactly what he (Sir T. Mcilwraith) 
meant, "bringing the main passenger station"; 
and, looking at the plan, he said that that 
plan w:1s never designed by any engineer with 
the object of bringing "the main passenger 
station" into any such hole as two acres and a 
hn,!f. There would be no room to work the 
terminal trains. If that plan was adopted the 
passenger trains would start from the noma
street station exactly the same as before, unless 
they were filled up at the Eoma-street station 
and then shunted back, to the danger of all 
other traffic, into a place where they ought never 
to have been at all. That was what he meant
the engineer in <lesigning those plans had not 
the slightest intention of shifting the terminal 
station from Roma street to that cramped-up 
position in Ann street. 

Mr. SCOTT said he intended to refer to one 
thing in connection with the consideration 
of the matter, and that was the question of 
compensation for resumed land. One part 
of that he knew a little about, and that was 
the reserve and grounds of the National As
sociation. He was one of the trustees of the 
grounds and might be allowed to say a word 
or two about that. The building there cost 
at least about £10,000. There were, he sup
posed, some 1:3 acres in the grounds, which were 
worth at least about £1,000 an acm. He was speak
ing well within the bounds when he said that, and 
if the land were sold to-morrow it would fetch a 
great deal more money than that. The land was 
not the property of the K ational Association, 
but they had a lease of it for fifteen years, which 
was perhaps about the same so far as they were 
concerned. It would take between £20,000 and 
£25,000 to put the National Association in as 
good a position anywhere else as they were at 
the present time-that was more than one
fourth of the sum the Minister for vVorks had put 
down for compensation. The line proposed would 
cut the grounds of the National Association into 
three parts, and render them absolutely useless 
for the purposes to which they were at present 
applied. If that line were made the association 
would have to shift their quarters somewhere 
else, and the only way he could gee in which 
that could be done would be for the Government 
to purchase a site for them in some other place. 
What would have to be paid to the other 
owners of property he did not know ; but 
the idea of putting down the amount of 
compensation required at £80,000 was simply 
monstrous. They would want a very great many 
sums of £80,000 before the compensation ques
tion was thoroughly settled. The line went for 
the most part through improved property, and 
woulCl greatly disturb the persons who owned it, 
and he fully believed the amount for compen
sation would be an enormous sum ; and the 

compensation question should receive the serious 
consideration of the Committee. They ought to 
have had a detailed estimate of the compensation 
that would be re<juired placed before the Com · 
mittee before passing· a railway of that sort. He 
was rruite sure that the :Minister for vVorko was 
gt·0atly mistaken in the amount of compensation 
that would be required, and, as he had said 
before, it would take several sums of £80,000 
before it was fimtlly settled. 

The HoN. J. l\1. MACROSSAN said the 
matter ought to be entered upon seriously; and 
they should have an opportunity of knowin" 
exactly what the compensation required would 
be. The Mini,;ter for \Vorks appeared to be 
disinclined to give a direct ans\ver to the que'!\tion 
he had put in regard to the compensation. The 
hon. gentleman first said it would be £80,000, 
and now he said that it would be between £80,000 
and £90,000. He wanted to know if the hon. 
g-entleman had g-ot a report from the valuator 
upon the snbject; and if he had such a report it 
should be laid upon the table of the House. 

The PREMIER said he had never heard of a 
confidential report made to the Gm·ernment as 
to the value of private properties being lair! on 
the tahle of the House. Laying such a report 
as that upon the table of the House would 
amount to publishing it in the Press. It would 
be letting hon. members and the person,, in
terested know exactly how much the Government 
were prepared to give for the properties. He 
ha<! never heard such a proposition as that 
before. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that 
the hon. gentleman need not attempt to shirk 
the question by a side issue of that kind. They 
should have a correct estimate of the valuation 
made-not necesso,rily for publication-as they 
wanted to know before they passed those plans 
what the compensation would amount to. It 
was currently reported that another valuation 
had been made, and that it was nearly £400,000. 
They should know the real truth of the matter 
before they gave a voLe to throw away half-a
million of money upon an absurdity. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS saidhecould 
inform the hon. member that there had been 
only one valuation made of the property to be 
resumed according to the plan. Where the hon. 
gentleman got his information as to the other 
valuation he did not know. 

The HoN .• T. M:. MACROSSAN : The hon. 
n1en1ber get~:! his inforn1ation fron1 various 
sources, and it is generally very correct. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he could speak with 
some amount of local knowledge upon the sub
ject before them, as he had lived just beyond the 
Valley for the last twelve years. vVhen he first 
heard of the proposed scheme for the rail way 
he thought it was a skit, because he believer! 
that it could never have been seriously intended 
by any Government that such a scheme as that 
which was at present before the Committee should 
ever come into existence. He had always believed 
that any extension to the V alley would be for the 
benefit of the residents of the Valley, and for 
the life of him he could not see what benefit any 
resident of the V alley would cleri ve from the 
proposed line. It pursued a slightly boomerang 
course, and ran nearly parallel to the existiug 
line. At the present moment the tramway 
relieved that portion of the Valley through 
which it would run, and the proposed line would 
in no way touch the centre of the V alley, or 
where the population of the Valley was; and it 
would in no way reach Bulimba, which he 
thought should be touched by any V alley 
railway. He thought the alternative scheme 
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proposed by the senior member for Fortitude 
V alley was an infinitely better plan than the one 
bGfore then1 in every respect as a passenger 
route, and certainly as a goods ronte. If that 
phtn were carried out it would really touch the 
great centre of the population in the Valley. 
There could be no two opinions that the line 
wonld be enormously costly as proposed, and 
would interfere with a large amount of vested 
interests, and when constructed wonld be to 
all intents and purposes practically useless. As 
a passenger route it would certainly not be 
availed of, and it would not be ;wailed of as 
a route for the carriage of pro<luce. \Vhere 
was the produce to come from? vV as it to 
come by the Sanclgate line? The loop-line 
did not in any way touch Bulimba ; and though 
the Minister for Vvorks had told a deputation 
that it was ultimately intended that a rail
way should go there it was not on the ph>ns 
before the Committee. The alternative scheme 
proposed by the senior member for :Fortitude 
V alley was a tangible one. It touched that 
portion of the river hank where the export 
wharves would be ultimately situated. The 
railway proposed by the Government seemed 
to be simply intended to destroy people's 
property in some cases, and in other cases 
to give compens>ttion to property holders. As 
far as he was incli vi dually concerned, the line 
would benefit property of his; but he hoped the 
common sense of the Committee would not allow 
of such a monstrrms waste of the taxpayers' 
money. He would ask any intelligent man who 
knew the locality whether such a line was justi
fiable-whether it would be of the slig·htest 
benefit to the densely populated part of Brisbane 
that it was intended to benefit? 

Mr. lVIcMASTER "ai<l it was a matter of 
regret that the representatives of the V alley should 
beoppo,ed on the question before the Committee; 
but he intended to support the line. The senior 
member for the district said that no extension to 
Fortitude Valley would give satisfaction unless 
it went to Bulimba, and that the Government 
scheme had not the approval of the Valley 
electors; but he (Nlr. J\IcMaster) was in a 
position to say that the V alley electors did 
approve of the plans that ha<! been laid on the 
table. He was in a position to state that, because 
he had only recently been returned for the 
V alley electorate, and he had spoken with no 
uncertain sound about that railway. He 
said in his election speech that he intended 
to support the line proposed by the Gov
ernment, and since then a public meeting had 
heen held in the V alley, and with one excep
tion resolutions were unanimously pa.ssed 
approving of the plans now on the table 
of the House. He could a'\sure the Committee 
that the :Fortitude V alley people did not want 
the line advocated by the senior member. The 
loop-line spoken of by the hon. member for 
Balonne and the senior member for :Fortitude 
V alley did not go to the V alley at all. The hon. 
member said the proposed line did not touch the 
thickly populated portion of Fortitude V alley. 
He would like the hon. member to define where 
Fortitude Valley was. It was not where the 
hon. member for Balonne lived, or in the swamp 
near there. The thickly populated portion 
of the V allev was where the station was 
proposed to be built, with Brunswick street 
running from the station into the New :Farm dis· 
trict. There were very few people living between 
the swamp clown by the lockup where the senior 
member of the Valley proposed to put the station 
and the hill where the hon. member for Balonne 
lived. Every hon. member in the Committee 
knew that what was known as Child's farm, where 
the new gasworks were being built, was sometimes 
covered with water when the tide was up, and 

would not be fit to live on till it had been filled 
up. He had not the slightest doubt that when 
the traffic required it a branch line would be 
taken from the station in the V alley to Bulimba; 
but the F<lrtitmle Valley people wore not 
sanguine, and they were thankful to get a portion 
of the line. They had been promised a line for 
years, and if the Government did not see their 
way to take it to Bulimba at once they would 
be glad to tltke what they could get. He was 
living in Fortitude V alley and had been moving 
amongst the people for many years, and he 
knew the senior member for Fortitude Valley 
did not express the desire of the majority of 
the electors in saying that they did not 
support that line. If the station were put 
where it was proposed by the hon. member 
for Balonne and the senior member for :Forti
tude V alley, they wonld have to travel 21 
miles to get into town. vVhy should they have 
to travel that distance ? To hear some hon. 
members talk, one wonld think there was no 
busin~,,s in l<'ortitude V alley ; but he could assure 
the Committee there was a large business in that 
direction. If the loop-line from Sanclgate pro
posed by the senior member for J<'ortitude Valley 
were constructed, it would not pass through the 
Vallev at all. The hon. member said the Gov
ernment could construct that line without re
suming any land ; but the Government had no 
land there for railway purposes; the Railway 
Department would have to pay the Treasurer for 
the land. That land was set apart for several 
purposes, and he presumed the Colonial Trea
surer would take care not to hand it over to 
the Hailway Department for nothing. If the 
railway came from Bowen Hills through 
private property it would be far more expen
sive than the property the proposed railway 
was going through. The Minister for vVorks had 
traversed the whole of the land very carefully 
with him and the senior member, and he (Mr. 
Mc:Yiaster) thought a railway could not be taken 
through any part of :Fortitude Valley where 
property was less valuable. The petition pre
sented by his colleague stated that the land 
provosed to be resumed was only second to 
Queen street in value. Any hon. member who 
knew the locality would bear him out in stating 
that that was not the fact. It was preposterous. 
That petition was signed by a number of ladies. 
No doubt they were very respectable ladies, and 
the owners of property, but hon. gentlemen 
must know it was not difficult to get a lady to 
sign a petition if they told her she was going 
to be turned out of house and home. One 
gentleman who signed the petition said to him, 
" I signed the petition to please my mother, 
because the line went through her property. If I 
had to sign it again I certainly would not do it." 
He could assure the Committee that, so far as the 
V alley electorate and district were concerned, 
they approved of the plan as laid on the table of 
the Hmme. There had been very little agitation 
got up about it. A public meeting was held in 
June last year, at which the hon. member, Mr. 
Beattie, was present, and moved the first resolu
tion, to the effect that the railway be continued 
from the Southern and vVestern Railway through 
]fortitude Valley. Nothing more was done. 
They did not even suggest what route the line 
should take, nor was such a suggestion ever 
made-as the Minister for \Vorks could bear 
him out-by any deputation from the V alley 
which waited upon the hon. gentleman. All 
they asked for was the continuation of 
the ncilway through Fortitude Valley, and 
they would be perfectly '"~tisfied with the 
boon which the Government proposed to 
bestow upon them. He would remind the 
Committee that a large traffic was carried 
on between stations on the line and :Fortitude 
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V alley. It cost him sixpence a ton more to get 
produce from the Roma-street station to his 
store in l<'ortitude V alley than it cost to carry 
it from Ipswich to the station. There was 
n.h.;o a great :tnd growing traJfic in wool 
between the railway station and llulimba. A 
ship w.cs now loading with wool in the 
Bulimba reaeh, and all the wool had to be 
carted fl'om the station. Even if the proposed 
line did not go at once to Bulimba it would 
be a great convenience to those who had wharves 
at llulimba. There wool and other goods would 
have a much shorter dist>tnce to be cal'ted, an< I 
carting, which was now a very serious item, 
would be reeluced almost to a fraction. It 
was certain that in a very few years 
the line would be extended to Bulimba, 
and that extension would not be the 
cost!,· work the hem. member, :Mr. Beattie, 
spoke about. The distance was not mme than 
three-quarters of a mile at the outside, the road 
was level, and the low swampy land throngh 
which it would run wns not of much value. 
Having only lately canva";ecl Fortitude Valley 
in a contested election, he was well acquainted 
with tho D[Jinioll" of the peovle there on the 
important subject now befom the Committee ; 
and he could say with certainty that their 
opinions were entirely in favour of the 
line aR now JJroposed by the G-overrnnent. 
He believed that if the Valley was polled 
to-morrow the majority would g·u for the plans 
now on the table. 

Mr. Sl'v1YTH said he was nne of the mem
bers of the Committee who did not believe 
in the proposed line. If thnt line had been 
made to go to Sandgate in the first insbnce, 
instead of joining the Sandgate line, it rnight 
have been a very good one ; but tu spend 
£400,000-for it would cost the whole of that 
before it was finished-·upon a line which nobody 
wanted and which could not by any possibility 
pay, was simply preposterous. There were 
plenty of districts in the colony which wanted 
railwrey communication far more than Fortitude 
V relley. It would be folly to spend the ten
million loan in constructing railways which 
cuuld be di8ponsed with. Was it not rather 
pt·emature as yet to speak of the great shipping 
port of Bulimba? \Vhy were the Government 
lending money to the corporation to make 
wharves in the South Bri,bane reach and 
elsewhere ? \Vhy were they spending memgy 
in deepening the bed of the river up to 
Victoria Bridge ? That part of the river was 
not yet overcrowded with shipping, and if it 
wc·re, had they not that fine reach off the 
Gardens yet unutilised? Hon. members might 
protest, but thret would have to be used for 
wh>trfage purp0ses some day. In fact, there 
were any arnount of wharfage sites in Brisbane 
which would have to be turned to use before 
Bulimba became the centre of the shipping trade 
of the port. As to whether the railway w01s 
required or not, look at the suburbs of Sydney. 
They had no railway communication with the 
city, but they had tramways and omnibuses, the 
same as people in the V alley had. If the question 
went to re division he should certainly record his 
vote against it. 

:Mr. ANNI~AR said they were there, not to 
consider the people of Fortitude Valley, but the 
taxpayers of the colony. If people wanted to 
get in or out of Fortitude V alley in the clirection 
of the city there wn.s a tram w::cy that would take 
any person from the LongTeach Hotel to Break
fast Creek Bridge for the small sum of 3d.-a 
trarnwrey that was a credit to the colony and tn 
all those who had been concerned in it. 'rhe 
sum of £400,000 was well within what the pro
posed line would cost ; indeed, his opinion was, 
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from what he had seen, that it would be con
siderably over that amount ; rend to expend thret 
enormous sum on a line which would be of no 
me to anybody woul<l be one of the grossest 
pieces of injustice which had ever been done in 
reny of the colonies. There were many persons in 
the Valley who would not be re bit. better off with 
the railway than they were withoutit. Thetmmway 
did not gn to everyone 1

.S door; no n1ore would the 
rail way ; rend even if it did it could not possibly 
pay a return on the vast sum it would cost to con
struct it. Even supposing the hon. member (J\1r. 
.:\IcMaster) did have to pay 6d. re ton extra for 
getting his goods from Rmna-street station to the 
V alley, the people of the colony had nothing to 
do with that ; and how many sixpences would 
be required to help to pay for that large expendi
ture? But there were at preBent rnany irnportant 
centres out west and north that were crying out 
for railway communication-for railways that 
would open up splendid country and settle those 
people on the land whom the hon. rnem ber for South 
Brisbane, 7\Ir .. Jordan, spoke about on last l<'riday 
night ; and he hoped the Government would think 
of those phtees, and pause !Jefore they pressed the 
motion to a division. The Valley members might 
vote for it, and the Brisbane n1ernbers rnight 
vote for it, as they would vote for anything 
that would teml to centralise the spending of 
the public money in Brisbane. But Brisbane 
was not the colony yet. He should be sorry 
to do any injustice to Brisbane, rend he 
believed in beautifying the capital ; but 
the mccking of that rail way would not tend to 
beautify it. He believed in bringing the ter
minus of the Southern and \Vestern Railway 
into the city, and ho would willingly vote a sum 
of 1nonev for erecting it where the Kormal 
Schools iww were. \Vhen that was done the 
rerp1irements of Brisbane in that direction would 
be met fur twenty years to come. He was 
willing to vote for rail ways wherever they were 
required to settle people nn the land, or where 
they would be remunerative and beneficial to the 
country ; but the people in his electorate, rend 
throughout the 1'\orth, South, and West as well, 
would consider it a gre:tt calamity if Parliament 
committed themselves to spending half-a-million 
of money in constructing a milway for which 
there was not the slightest necessity. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he certreinly thought 
the Committee were entitled to be placed in pos
session of the information which the hon. member 
for Townsville had asked for, and which had 
been refused by the Premier-namely, the valua
tion of the property which it was proposed to 
resume from private individuals. The Premier 
had refused to give that information on the 
gmund that it was not right that details of the 
v:tlue placed upon the vrerions properties should 
be gi\eu. Even if that information had been 
asked for he did not see what objection there 
could be to giving it, but it hred not been asked 
for. \Vhat was asked for by the hon. member 
for Townsville was the total amount which the 
St'lte would have to pay for the property that 
would have to be resumed. He had heard that 
n competent valuator had valued it at £400,000. 
The <Jnestion was, therefore, a most important 
one, and hem. members were entitled to be put 
in possession of that information before they gave 
a vote on the matter. as the result of that valua
tion would very much affect their decision. 

Mr. CHUBB sreid, although a resident of 
Brisbane, he intended to give his vote regreinst 
the resolutions. There was one matter that he 
should like some informretion upon. That Honse 
had voted £17ii,OOO for the construction of this 
railway. The Minister for \Vorks, in introducing 
the resolutions that afternoon, sreid the work 
would cost £fl,OOO more than that, and he (Mr. 
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Chubb) would like to know where the money 
for compensation for resumption of property, 
which the Minister had stated had been 
estimated at £80,000, was to come from ? 
Did the hon. gentleman think for a moment 
that hon. members would accept that as a 
correct valuation? All he could say was that 
the man who valued that property at £80 000 
did not know his business. He (:VIr. Ch,;_bb) 
had been in the habit of passing through the 
V alley nearly twice a day for the last seven 
years, and, although he was not a member 
for that electorate nor an actual resident in it, 
he believed he knew as much about the popula
tion ther!il as any member of the Committee, and 
with that knowledge he said the proposed 
railway was a perfect farce. It was to run 
down at the back of VVickham and other streets, 
and it would be running parallel with and within 
a stone's throw of the trams, which now ran 
every quarter of an hour from Longreach 
Hotel to Breakfast Creek Bridge, and would 
soon be running every five minutes. The pro
position was perfectly ridiculous. If he wished 
to use hard language he would be quite 
justified in characterising the proposal as a 
swi.ndle, and then he would only be using language 
wluch the hon. gentleman had applied to a 
proposed railway in his (Mr. Chubb's) electorate. 
He could charge back upon the hon. gentleman 
every word he used, with much more force. The 
junior member for Fortitude V alley had said 
that the V alley did not want the rail way which 
was advocated by the senior member, but he 
(Mr. Chubb) maintained that the place did not 
require a rail way at all. He did not agree 
with the proposition of the hon. member, Mr. 
Beattie. If communication was to be made with 
the river at Bnlimba,the place to make it from was 
the Mayne Hail way i:-ltation where the line would 
not be more than half-a-mile from the river and 
not pass through more than three or four houses 
and where it would be perfectly level. That, h~ 
contended, was a better scheme than either the 
one now proposed or that suggested by the hon. 
member, Mr. Beattie. But he held that a rail
way was not required at all, and he was satisfied 
that if they conJmitted themselves to it, by the 
time the land required to be resumed was paid 
for, they would find themselves short to the 
extent of £300,000 or £400;000. For those reasons 
he should oppos€ the resolutions. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said it was his inten
tion to oppose the motion also, because he was 
perfectly certain that itwouldcostabout £400 000, 
and it would be far better for the colony and for 
~risbane i~self if they w~re to expend that money 
m extendmg country hnes. That would bring 
more trade from the interior, and add more to the 
stability of Brisbane and its future prosperity 
than ma!dng those railways which he looked upo,; 
as luxuries-as absolutely unnecessary luxuries
considering that there was at present ample 
acco:r1modation for passengers by trams and 
ommbuses. There was nothing in the proposition 
which would provide for the necessaries of life or 
of trade, except, so far as he could understand, 
the saving of 6d. a ton on the produce that went 
to the store of the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valle.y. If the nec~ssity, which had been pointed 
out w1th such terrible earnestness by the :iYlinis
ter for Works and the Premier, should arise for 
the constrnction of the line at some future 
period, and they should then have to pay double 
the money for it, they might then be much 
better able to throw money away in making it 
than they were now. They might then be able 
to go in for luxuries of that kind ; they might 
not know how to spend their money in any other 
way; they might have a surplus and be able to 
spend a million in making a railway to :Forti
tude Valley. But now they were not in those 

circumstances; and they should expend their loan 
money to the best ad vantage by bringing trade 
from the remote interior into the city, and so 
increase its prosperity, and at the same time 
enable the inhabitants of the interior to tide over 
the very hard seasons they had to deal with. 

Mr. P ALMETI said he did not know whether 
other members of the Committee had followed 
the Premier when he said that one-half of the 
people of the colony would use the proposed line, 
but he (j,Jr, Palmer) did not see how the people 
who would use it were going to pay for it 
when it would neither carry a ton of coal, 
nor a srtck of 1naize, nor a single article 
of produce that could be brought in for 
the benefit of the city. He considered that 
the inhabitants who would be affected by the 
propooed line had ample accommodation by 
trams-which, as the'hon member for Bowen had 
st,id,would run within a stone's throw of it-and 
other convey;mces. He would refer to the open
ing of a station on the Northern line recently, 
which had taken four years and three months 
to construct since the plans were laid upon the 
table of that House. He alluded to the line to 
Torrens Creek, which passed through level 
country where there were no engineering 
difficulties, and which might have been made 
in twelve months. But they had now a pro
position to constrnct a line, the money for 
which was only voted on the Loan ]<;stimates 
last year, and there was no comparison in point 
of irnportance, so far as trade \Vas concerned, 
between it and the line to which he referred
from Charters Towers to Torrens Creek, which 
had taken over four years to con,truct. The 
same slow progress was being made on other 
north-western lines, now that they had got over 
the mountainous country. A crawling pace at 
the rate of about twenty-five miles in two years 
was the extent of construction on lines in 
the interior, while, within twelve months, 
they had the line proposed to be carried out 
-a line that would cost about three times 
the amount voted on the Loan Estimates. 
Supposing that line was carried out, where 
would their X orthern lines be? \Vhy, they 
would be left out in the cold. The money that 
would he spent on the line through ]i'ortitude 
V alley would carry one all the way from 
Norrnanton to Cl:mcurry. He could only 
characterise the }'ortitude V alley line as the 
most ini<1uitous ever placed before the House. 
The whole thing was preposterous. 

Mr. KATES said the junior member for Forti
tude V alley had told them that all the residents 
were in favour of the line proposed by the Gov
ernment ; but that was contradicted by the senior 
member. As for other members, they seemed 
to know little about the line. He himself was 
surprised that the Minister for ·works had 
proposed such a railway after having post
poned that most important of all rail ways 
-the vi« 1'Cctcc line from Ipswich to \V<erwick. 
Just imagine them paying £300,000 to £400,000 
for a line only 1 mile and 55 chains in 
length ! The ]fortitude V alley railway was a 
fancy line which was not required at all. And 
was it right in these days of drought and dis
aster to unnecessarily drain the Treasury of 
nearly half-a-million of money? The proposal 
was unparalleled, and he certainly would oppose 
it. When the residents of the V alley had com
muni0ation with the city by means of trannvay", 
omnibuses, and cabs, what more did they 
want? 

Mr. ALA;\TD said the Premier seemed to 
think that the Committee was committed to 
the Fortitude V alley line because when the 
Loan Estimates were clealt with they agreecl 
to a Valley railway. The majority of hon, 
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memberR who voted on that occasion, how
ever, had no idea that such an extravagant, 
preposterous scheme as the one now proposed 
would be tabled. There hac] been an impres
sion for a very long· time that the rail way should 
connect in smne way with the river at Bulhnba, 
and that i<lea was in his (Mr. Aland's) mind 
when he supported the line at the time the 
Loan Estimates were before the House. Had he 
for one moment thought that the line was simply 
to connect the present terminus with another 
point on the Sandgate Hail way, and that, too, at 
a cost •1f £400,000 or £500,000, it would not have 
had his vote. He considered now that by voting 
fo).' the line as proposed he should be doing an 
act which would bring discredit on him from 
his constituents. J<'or passenger traffic the line 
waR notnece:-:;Hary. The present trarns, 01nnibnses, 
and cab.-; were far rnore convenient. Again, the 
line was not to be utilised for goods traffic, and 
even if it was it would do the St;tte no g-ood, for 
it would only s:wc the junior member for Forti
tude Valley Gd. per ton in freight. He (Mr. 
Aland) hoped the Government would not feel 
that because they had :t vote of £10,000,000 
placed to their credit they could net like a spend
thrift, for they would find that their supporters 
wonld not encourage anything like extravagant 
notions. 

Mr. GHOOM said he did not wish to give a 
silent vote on the question. \Vhen the line to 
Sandgate was proposed he move<! an amendment 
that it should go in the direction of the ono 
now proposed. The majority, when a division 
was taken, decided in favour of taking the 
Sandgate line by its pn";ent route. He had 
looked over the plans of the Valley line, 
now proposed, very carefully indeed, and also 
over the names of the owners of the properties 
through which it would pass, and he h:td come 
to the conclnsion that he should not be doing 
justice to his constituents or the country if he 
voted for that line of railway. No mmober 
could close his eyes to the present state of the 
interior. A gentleman who called at his office 
on JYionday morning informed him that about 
Be:tuaraba and in the IV estern paddocks the 
stench was unbearable through the numbers of 
dead stock lying around. In every direction he 
could see sheep falling dead along the road 
am! lyin,; dead on the ridge,, They also knew 
that in the Homa district the people \vere 
cutting down the trees to keep the shee1J and 
cattle alive, and that the leaves of those trees 
scarcely afforded sufficient nourishment. Under 
the present circumstances it was the duty of 
hon. members to see that every farthing that 
could be spared should be directed towards the 
extension of lines as far into the interior as 
possible, if only for the 'aving of the stock. He 
was astonished at the junior member for Forti
tude Valley when he said that the proposed line 
would save him Gd. per ton on his produce; or 
rather that he paid at present 6d. more for 
freight from Brisbane to his store than he could 
get produce carried for from Ipswich to Brisbane. 
The carriage of goods from Ipswich to his own 
store could not cost more than 5s. or Gs. a ton. 
And did not the hon. member know that beyond 
the terminal statiom of the Southern and \V est
ern lines the people were !Jaying from £40 to £GO 
and more per ton for the carriage of their goods? 
Surely pictures of that kind should be tnken into 
consideration before they spent £180,000, nnd an 
unknown sum for compensation for property, on 
a line through J<'ortitude Valley! He quite 
agreed with what fell from the senior member 
for Cook, when he said that it was one thing 
for a valuator to say what property was 
worth, but quite another thing to get the 
owner's valuation and the arbitrator's judgment. 
In nine cases out of ten they found that the 

price was largely in excess, and how much more 
in exc0" would it be in and about Brisbane, 
where property was increasing 80 rnuch in value 
and likely to increase? He should be very glad 
to assist the hon. gentleman so far as rail way 
communication with the Valley was con
cerned, but with the know ledge that there 
was a trannvay line running through the 
main thoroughfares, by which they could 
travel from the top of Queen street to Break
fast Creek and back again for Gel., he did not 
think they were justified in spending a quarter 
of a million of money on a mile and a-half of 
railwcty. He spoke in the interests of economy 
of commerce, and in the intere<ts of the people 
in the interior, who oug-ht to receive sympathy 
and encouragen1ent. His o\vn in1pression was 
that, as there was a great deal of opposition to 
the proposal, it wonld be very judicious on the 
part of the :Minister to withdraw the line 
altogether. 

:V[r. ;\Ia:\IASTEH sai<l the hnn. member for 
l\hryborough WltS speaking-in a very wild mu.nner 
when he said that he (Mr. Mc:V1aster) was sup
porting the resolutions so that he could get 
his goocls to Fortitude Valley at 6d. per ton 
cheaper. He said that the present station was 
not in "convenient position and that it cost 6d. 
per ton more to get goods to Fortitude V alley 
from the st<Ltion than it cost to get them from 
Ipswich. He did not want his goods carried for 
nnthing; it mttttered little to him whether the 
line went to Fortitude V alley or not. It was 
no scheme of his. He had not asked for the 
railway; it was part and parcel of the Govern
ment policy last year. He was sorry to say that 
but for the action of the older rcpresentati ve of 
the constituency it would have been carried out 
last year. 
Ho~oGRABLE ::\[EMBERS: No, no! 
l'vir. Mc:\IASTJ<~R said that was a matter of 

opinion. He had every reason to believe so. 
The Fortitude Valley people did not ask for that 
line in pm-ticular. They asked to be put into 
communication with the Southern and \Vestern 
lbilway, as they ha<! a perfect right to do. They 
paid taxes as well as those gentlemen inland, 
who deserved some sympathy, no doubt; but 
there was no gainsaying that the rail way in ques
tion would be boon, and a very great public 
convenience, not only to Fortitude Valley, but 
to the whole of the Northern and Southern 
districts. 'l'he expense of resumption would go 
on incre,>sing every year. L'"t year the valua
tion was something like £17,000, for the present 
yenr it was ,£80,000, and next year, perhaps, it 
would be £lii0,000. He was perfectly satisfied 
that the line would have to be constructed. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he did not intend to say 
anything with regard to what the last speaker 
had said in reference to his (Mr. Beattie's) action 
in the matter last year. He was actuated by honest 
motives as amemberof l'arliament, and he spoke 
against the proposal of the Government last 
session, which was similar to that before the Com
mittee now. He believed now that the Govern
ment were wrong, ancl he looked at the matter 
from the point of view of those persons who 
entrusted him with a petition to present to the 
House on the subject. If the line were con
structed according to the present plan there 
would be a cry that woald not be forgotten for a 
long time. There was no doubt that the Com
mittee were altogether opposed to the project of 
the Government, and were actuated by a desire 
that the Government should proceed with the 
extension of the line to Bulimba, so as to give 
facilities for trade. The proposition of the Gov
ernment to bring the railway station further 
into the city met with his approval ; but, 
at the same time, he was opposed to the 
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other portion of the proposal, which was 
the most expensive part. He did not know in 
what light the Government looked at the oppo
sition to the resolution-perhaps as a vote of 
censure ; but he did not oppose it in th"t 
light. He believed that the advice given to 
the Government was wrong, and he was certain 
that any person of ordinary intelligence who 
examined the plans would come to that con
clusion. It would be most injurious to the city 
generally if the plan were carried out. Suppose 
a train was coming from the Southern and 
\Vestern line with passengers, it would hlwe to 
come from the Roma-street station, through the 
central station, and on to l<'ortitude Valley. 
It would then have to go along· the Sanclg·::~te 
line, and follow simply :1 segment of a circle to 
get hack to Roma street. The stations it would 
pas.> through were nothing more than sidings. 
There was no doubt that the majority of the 
Committee were opposed to the proposition ::~s 
emanating from the Minister for ·works, and he 
trusted that the Government would reconsider 
the plans at. present before the Committee. 

Question put, and the Committee divided :
AYEs, 9. 

Messrs. :Miles, Rutlefl.ge, Griffith, Dickson, Dntton, 
Moreton, Buckland, Mc~Iaster, and \r aketield. 

Sor;s, 28. 
Sir T. Mcllwraith, Messrs. Archer, Norton, Chubb, 

Sheridan, Hamilton, Groom, Aland, ::\'Iacrossan, Black, 
Campbell, Lalor, Isnmbert, Annear, Dmmldson, Foxton, 
Stcvenson, Smyth, Scott, Kates, :Ylorehead, Poclmer, 
Fcrguson, Lissncr, Beattie, Bailey, J\Iacfarlane, and 
Salkeld. 

Question re sol vecl in the negative. 
On the motion of the MINISTER Ji'OR 

WORKS, the Chairman left the chair, and the 
House resumed. 

FRIENDLY SOCIE'riES ACT AMEND
MENT BILL. 

The SPEAKER read a message from the 
Legislative Council, returning the Friendly 
Societies Act Amendment Bill to the Legisla
tive Assembly without amendment. 

WHARF LINE EXTENSION, MACKAY 
RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved
That the Spea.ker do now leave the chair, and the House 

resolve itself into a Committee of the ·whole to consider 
the following resolutions, namely :~ 

l. That the House ttpprove of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed \V"harf Line I~xten~ion 
of the Mackay Railway, as lttid on the table of the 
House on 'l'uesday, the 20th instant, 

2. That the plan, "ection, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving-
1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed ·wharf I.ine Extension 
of the ~iackay Railwtty, as laid on the table of the House 
on Tuesday, the 20th instant. 

That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. · 
-said he had some doubts as to whether the Gov
ernment should proceed with the motion, as the 
Committee appeared to be in an economical 
mood that evening, and he did not know whether 
they would be inclined to allow that wharf line 
extension to pass. But he would warn hon. 
members that the Mackay Railway was one 
which required nursing; and if hon. members 
were going to oppose that extension owing to the 
drought, all he could say was that it would 
be better to lock up the rolling-stock there at 
once. The Mackay line was one of those 

railways which required a great deal of 
nurHing to make it pay working expenRes. 
Although, from the plans laid on the tahle, 
it appeared that the length of the proposed 
extension was 50 chains it was really not more 
than 30 chains, as a portion of the line had 
already been constructed. According to the plans 
the line extended l.Jeyond the bridge, but it was 
not intended to carry it so far. The object of 
constrncting the wharf branch w::~s to enable 
sugarMgrowers to h::tve their produce conveyed 
direct to private wharves for shipment. There 
had recently been an increase in the price of 
sugar, ,md it therefore behoved the Government 
to do all they could to assist producers to get 
their sugar to the wharves with as little cartag·e 
as vossible. The cost of the extension was set 
down at £2,300, but he was quite sure it would 
not cost more than one-half that. He need 
say no more on the subject. That, at all events, 
was not a sum thttt was likely to ruin the country, 
and he hoped the Committee would pass the 
resolutions. 

Mr. BLACK said that although the Com
mittee had shown that they were not inclined 
to endorse any plans of rail 1vays which they 
considered unjustifiable, they had not ex. 
pressed the ovinion that they intended to adopt 
that course with every line proposed. He 
was quite sure that the proposed very small 
railway instalment- which was necessary in 
the interests of the department and in the 
intere,ts of the public-would meet with accep
tance by the Committee. He did not for one 
moment wish to appeal to hon. members for 
that line in consequence of the drought or because 
the :!\1ackay people wanted any nursing. He w::~s 
h::tppy to s'ay that they had not been suffering 
to any great extent from the drought, and he 
hoped the industry of the district would be quite 
sufficient to justify not only that, hut some future 
extension ::tlso, and that the result would be 
satisfactory to the country. The Minister for 
\Vorks had explained what was the necessity for 
that line. The terminus of the line was half
a-mile away from the wharves, and the conse
quence woes that produce coming down or goods 
going up by rail had to be carted that distance. 
Sugar was a commodity which wonld not stand 
very much handling, and when hon. members 
understood that the distance the sugar had to 
be carried on the railway was very short, and 
that it cost ls. per ton for cartage from the 
station to the wharf, they would not be surprised 
th::tt many planters found it more convenient to 
put it on the drays at once at the mill and cart 
it direct to the wh<nf. It was very desirable to 
see the railway made as remunerative as possible 
to the country, and the construction of that wharf 
extension, which would only be about 30 or 35 
chains in length, would contribute to that encl. 
He believed it was a fact that other districts had 
found it necessary to have railway communica
tion down to the wharves. That was the case at 
lVIaryborough, and the present was a similar ca~e, 
and one in which the interests of the district and 
those of the department entirely coincided. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIR)IAN reported 

the resolution to the House, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

JUSTICES BILL-SECOND READING. 
The ATTORNBY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 

Rutledge) said: Mr. Speaker,- In moving the 
second re'Lding of this Bill, I think I can claim 
for it that it is a Bill the provisions of which 
have commenclecl themselves to all those who 
have taken the trouble to carefully consider 
them. Hon. members must be aware that 
for a very long time past the various Acts 
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which have provided the statute law which 
has govel'ned the powers and authorities of 
justices in this colcny have been of such 
a character as, to a very great extent, to con
fuse those who by virtue of their office as 
justices have necessarily had to have recourse 
to them. No less than about eighteen various 
Acts are proposed to be repealed by this Bill ; 
tmcl throughont the whole of those eighteen 
Acts, the various provisions which are placed 
in a condensed form in this Bill are scat
tered. It is therefore easy to understand 
how difficult it has been for gentlemen, 
not only those who perform the duties 
of magistrates gratuitously but also those 
appointed as police magistrates in the v<trious 
towns of the colony, to be able to understand 
1tvhat the law is in regard to lllttny rnatters upon 
which t)Jey are ref!uired to adjudicate. The 
magistrates of the colony have had the very 
great advantage afforded by the publication 
of "\Vilkinson's Queensland :Yiagistrate," and 
similar books, and I mrty say that but for 
the existence of such books as those-" vVilkin
son'' is of course an adaptation and enlarge
ment of the older work of Plunkett-but for such 
works as those it would have been impossible 
during past years for many mag-istrates to have 
performed their duties with anything like a 
decent approach to accuracy. It has been 
thought by those most competent to form 
an opinion upon the subject that it is unwise 
that the statutory provisions upon the various 
subjects upon which justices are reqaired to be 
informed should be allowed to remain in the 
state in which the:r are now. Hon. gentlemen 
will be able to gather something like an idea 
of what the difficulties are in connection 
with the interpretation of many of these 
statutes when I say that single sections 
of some of the Acts which have formed the 
principal basb of the laws referring to justices 
contain nearly 1,000 words-a whole page and 
a-half of printed matter without any punctua
tion-a perfect wilderness of words. The prin
cipal EnglishJustices Acts were adopted by New 
South \V ales ; and as years went on it was found 
necessary in New South \Vales to supplement 
the provisi<ms of the Justices Acts, and far too 
fre<J'Iently some very important provi;;ions were 
inserted in most unlikely places to look for them. 
Some of those Acts consist of provisions deal
ing with the jurisdictit'll of justices, others 
rebte to their pri vilegE:s, and others to their 
duties, while so1ne 1nost irnpoetant provisions 
were imbedded in the Tuwns Police Acts. It 
has been a very difficult proces,; indeed, even for 
well-informed magistrates, io become anything 
like clet'r as to what the law ifl in matters of 
almost everyday consideration. Sir Alfred 
Stephen-as everybody knew, the late Chief 
.Justice of New South vVales, and a very eminent 
authority-expressed his opi1'ion to the effect 
that he had reason to believe the provisions 
of some sections of ,J ervis' Acts were very 
much misunderstood by reason of the in
volv8d and elaborate character of the word
ing of those Acts. That is recognised by many 
judges, and there cannot be a doubt that in 
many cases magiotmtes not skilled in the bn
guage -particularly the ll1(H'8 ancient language 
in which those statutes t:tre couched-have 
been very much becloucled and befogged in 
their endeavour to comprehend the provisions 
of the law they nre expected to administer. 
Sir James Cockle, when he was Chief Justice 
of this colony, recog-nised the same thing, and 
he, I understand, in his leisure hours, set to 
work upon a plan of consolidation and simpli
fication of the old ,Justices Acts, which he hoped 
ami believed would form a better system of 
statute law for justices in the future than lmd 

been enjoyed in the past. vVhen Sir James 
Cockle went away he gave his manuscript into 
the hands of my hon. colleague, the Premier, 
who was then Attorney-General; and although 
it has been the intention of the Premier, 
ever since he assumed the office he now 
holds, to do something in the direction of 
carrying out Sir J ames Cockle's original idea, 
it has only been during the past year that 
he has been able to give anything like th.e 
necessary attention to it. I may say, JIIIr. 
Speaker, that this is a matter which requires, in 
order to be thoroughly well done, the concen
trated intellectual effort of more than one man. 
I think everyone will acknowledge that the 
genius for Bill-drafting possessed by the Premier 
i' probably inferior to that of no other living 
man ; but in the efforts he has brought to 
bear on this matter--following out Sir J ames 
Cockle's idea, upon which he has enlarged 
--he has availed himself of such assistance 
as I have been able to render him, and 
as others have been able to render him. In 
taking charge of the more important part of 
the framing of this Bill, he has not contented 
himself with a mere cursory effort, but for a 
period of many months has devoted the most 
assi<luous ''ttention to the perfecting of its 
various clauses, so as to make it such a.s it would 
be very difficult indeed to improve upon. I 
think, l\Ir. Speaker, I may claim that, although 
this Bill is perhaps one of the longest-so far as 
regards the number of clauses it contains-during 
the last few years brought into the Assembly, its 
clauses are cast in such simple language as to 
make them very easy of comprehension to the most 
ordinary mind; so that there should be no need for 
any very great amount of discussion to be expended 
upon them as the Bill passes through com
mittee. I may say that, if hon. gentlemen are 
disposed to take anything on trust at all, they 
ought to take a Bill of this character on trust. 
I say that no Bill ever brought into this Chamber, 
at any time during the history of the colony, has 
had as much care and attention bestowed upon 
it as this Bill has. The reason why a Bill of 
thi,; importance was not brought in at an earlier 
part of the session is because it was thought neces
sary to have a great many revisions of it : and it 
was thought better to defer the bringing-in of it 
to a later period of the session, when it would 
probably contain scarcely anything it might 
be considered necessary to amend, than to bring 
it in at n,n earlier part of the session and have 
many amendments macle with the possibility of 
being obliged to recommit it to insert amend
ments afterwards discovered to be necessary. I 
say, therefore, without fear of contradiction, that 
this Bill is as perfect a measure of its kind, 
looked at from any standpoint hon. members 
choose, as has ever been submitted to this or 
any other Assembly. There have been a great 
number of gentlemen, both legal gentlemen and 
those who are not members of the legal profes
sion, who have gone carefully through the 
provisions of this Bill. Perhaps it will be 
>mfficiont if I f!Uote the language of one gentle
man who is a lawyer of considerable distinc
tion and position in the city, and who is as 
competent to form an opinion upon a Bill of 
this kind as any other gentleman, whether he is 
a legal gentleman or not-I refer to the Hon. 
J\Ir. J\Iacpherson. That gentleman has expressed 
himself about the Bill in words to this effect : 
He said that, with the assistance of the notes 
appended to the sections, he h<td verified the 
correctness of upwards of 200 clauses in the 
Bill, and that he found, wherever an alteration 
lmd been made by the draftsman, that alteration 
had tended towards its improvement. What the 
Hon. J\Ir. JIIIacpherson and other members of the 
legal profession have done, aiw member of this 
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House may do with equal facility ; and that 
members should have an opportunity of doing it, 
every section has had attached to it m;,rginal 
references by which not only the particular Act 
the provisions of which are herein condensed 
and simplified may be found, but the very pages 
of Cooper's edition of the Statutes in which they 
are printed are stated, and e:1n be referred to. 
1\:Ir .. Macpherson says he has gone through with 
the aid of these notes, and verified the correct 
statement of the law in 200 clauses. There are 
only 253 clauses in the Bill altogether, and Mr. 
Macpherson does not profess that he has 
gone through the whole Bill, being apparently 
satisfied as far as he went-and any member of 
this House can, without any difficulty, certify 
himself of the correctness of the lega'l expre:;
sions which are employed here, and of the 
correctness of the statement of the law which is 
contained in these sections. The whole tendency 
of modern Bill-dmfting is towards simplifying 
to the greatest pos:;ible extent the forms and 
language of public e.nactmentH, :;o that the 
statute law may not be a mystery that only 
lawyers may be able to unravel, but wmething 
that every man can understand for himself. 
Now, lYlr. Speaker, the Bill propoHes to repeal 
altogether some eighteen Acts, and then there 
are repeals of sections of four more. The Act is 
divided into ten parts, and in each of the-"e 
parts there are numerous cross-headings by which 
any subject upon which any person consulting 
the Bill desires information may most readily be 
turned up. The first part deals with preliminary 
mtttters ; the second with the appointment of 
justices and v1wation of office; the third with 
jurisdiction ; the fourth with general procedure ; 
the fifth with proceedings in case of indictable 
offences ; the sixth with proceedings in case of 
simple offence' and breaches of duty; the seventh 
with summary punishment of certain indictable 
offences; the eighth with sureties of the peace 
and for g-oorl be ha vi our ; the ninth with appeab 
from the decisions of justices of the peace; and 
the tenth with protection of justices of the peace 
in the execution of their office. So we find that, 
from the appointment of justices of the peace right 
on to the protection necessary for them in the per
formance of their duties, everything-is vrovided for. 
The offences which t1re in the Bill propo,ed to be 
made cognisable by justices are tho:;e w hi eh lm vc 
already been cognisable by them-certain indict
able offences, simple offences, and breache" of 
duty. There are some tLmendments introduced 
into this Bill, but they are not numerous. There 
is a certain amount of origimcl matter, but the 
amount of absolutely original matter;, not very 
great. I am quite satisfied that hon. members 
who take the trouble to consult the marginal 
notes of the Bill and see for themeelves where 
the original matter is and where it is not, 
will find that that original matter either makes 
provi:;ion for wants that have long been fdt 
and acknowledged in the ad1ninistratiou of 
justice in the courts of petty se,simm, or ehe 
contains a declaration of the hw as it ha.s been 
understood, althoug-h probably nowhere could 
any statutory provision be found on the sub
ject. There is a considerable pm-t of the laws 
of the land which is deducible from a long series 
of judicial decisions pronounced from time to 
time by the highest legal tribunals. The effect 
of these decisions will be found in some of the 
formal provisions of this Bill, so that on 
many points persons unfamili:1r with such 
law will not neces>arily be compelled to 
have reeourse to a lawyer in every case. 
Some clauses consist of provisimm introdncerl.. 
for the purpose of clearing up dou]Jts. An 
illustration of tlmt will be found in clttuse 1\J. 
It is a matter of doubt at present whether gentle
men who have conscientious objections to taking 

an oath have the right to make an affirmation 
instea,cl of an oath of :1llegiance, or of office, under 
the Oaths Act uf 18G7, when taking an office such 
:1s that of justice of the peace. As tbat is a matter 
which it i.s desirable should not be left in doubt, 
it is provided for in clmJRe 19. There are gentle
men who have already been appointed justices 
of the peace who have never tt,ken an oath, :1nd 
who are indisposed to take even an oath of allegi
ance, but who are desirous of n1aking a solernn 
affirruation of allegiance and of office-gentlernen 
\Vhmn I tLn1 sure everyone would regard as adorning 
the bench. ~"-bout the po:;ition of these gentle
men I think it is desirable that there should be no 
doubt. Another illustration will be found in 
clause 37. That is a clause consisting of only 
two lines, and it declares thllt-

" A ·warrant or smmnons issned by a justice shall not 
he a.voided by reason of such justice dyiug or ceasing to 
hold omcc." 
That may seem a small matter, but it is re:1lly 
not :;o, and I mention it as an illustration of 
w ha.t rmw be cousidered new matter in the Bill. 
It has been held to be the law that, in connec
tion with ca:::;es of ,,~cuT3rnts issued for offender~-; 
guilty of indictable offences, the warrants did 
not cease to have any effect by reason of the 
justice who issued it, dyiug. On the other hall<!, 
there is very gmve doubt whether, in the 
case of a warrant issued by a justice in r~spect 
of an offence cognh.;able by justices in snrn
rrlary jurisdiction, the warrant~ would not cease 
to have any effect in the case of his death. 
Th:1t doubt is cleared up by a simple pro
vision of two lines declaring that such war
rant:; shall not ceaoe to have effect. K ono of 
the new nmtter in the Bill C<111 be construed by 
any possibility into contentious matter, or matter 
requiring :1ny debate. It is necessary, in a Bill 
of this sort, that ttll doubts should be cleared 
away and cease any long-er to exist. In the 
second part of the Bill there :1re some provisions 
-comparatively few-which have been adopted 
from a similar statute in force in the colony 
of Victoria, and two or three section.< that 
are taken from the provi,ions which we 
alrea.ch~ have in our own Local Governrnent 
Acts. " The Local Government Acts provi<le 
that the chairman of a municipality or tt divi
sional board for the time being slmll be, by 
virtne of his office, a justice of the peace ; 
an<l it was thought desimble that ;w enact
ment of that kind should be found in a 
Bill de:1ling with the question of justices of the 
po>1ce. That is part of the new mtttter in the 
Bill, but it is not matter that will be regttnled 
by any section of the House as reqniring any 
cli,cussion. Clause 39 of this part of the Bill, 
which is a cbuse of a most useful character, is 
taken from one of the Towns Police Acts, which 
contain excellent provisions that are difficult to 
be discovered except by those accustomed to con
sulting them, and of the existence of which ID<mt 
persons are nut aw:cm. A clause of that kind 
must natumlly find "'pbcc in a Bill of this sort. 
I believe it is only "'question of time when all 
the Towns Police Acts will h:cve to be repealed. 
Some of them have already become obsolete. 
Their rnain provisions are now ernbodied in 
our Local Government Acts, and the time is 
not far distant when they will disttppear 
from the Statute-book. The fourth part of 
the Bill deals with general procedure, and 
there is nothing that is noYel contained in 
it. Hon. members will find a very important 
provision in secti<.n 71, which is another illustra
tion of the same thing that I have already alluded 
to. This clause has reference to search warrants. 
ft is the bw at present that wheu an offence has 
been committed in violtttion of the provisions of 
the Larceny ~'\ct-rnostnf which offences are either 
misclemeanoun; or felonies that cannot be Llealt 
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with by jtlRtices in their summary jurisdiction
where there is good ground for supposing an 
offence hae been committed, a search warrant 
may be issued. That does not touch the mtse 
of a great many offence:; that are cognisable by 
justices in their summary jurisdiction; and a 
provision has been inserted by which, in other 
cases than those comprised in the Larceny Act 
already alluded to, a search warrant may lJe 
issued. Part V. deals with proceedings in 
cases of indictable offences. There is very little 
indeed that is new in this part of the Bill. 
Hon. members know very well that in cases of 
indictable off8nces-that is to say, misdemeanours 
and felonies-the practice is for the individual 
suspected to be brought up on summons or 
warrant before the justice, who investigates the 
charge, and if a p1·ima jctc1:c case is made out, 
commits for trial, and forwards the depositions 
to the Attorney - General, or to the Crown 
vrosecutor of the district court. The whole 
procedure with regard t" these matters has 
been embodied in Part V. of the Bill, and I am 
sure the clearness with which it is set out must 
commend itself to every hon. member. There is 
a very imvortant provision in clause 124, 
and its complement clause, 132, to which 
I will briefly draw attention. It is new, 
but I think every hon. member will recog
nise the neces;;ity for the insertion of a pro
vision of this kind ; and it is another illustration 
of what I have already said, that where there is 
anything new in the Bill it is of a character 
which I am certain hon. members will cordially 
ap}Jrovc. Hon. HlBinbers are a, ware that when a 
nmn is charged with an indictable offence he is 
committed to a certain gaol to await his trial. 
If the circuit court sits in the meantime, it is 
the duty of the sheriff to make a return to the 
presiding judge of all persons whom he has con
fined in the gaol. No matter whether the 
prisoners have been committed to the circuit 
court or to a district court, the presiding judge 
takes cognisance of the fact that the prisoners 
are in gaol, and if no inforn1ation is presented 
against a prisoner he is brought before tbe 
judge and discharged, simply because the circuit 
court is a court of gaol delivery. Then, in the case 
of the prisoners so discharged, the whole form has 
to be gone through again, and the witnesses put 
to the trouble and expense of giving evidence a 
second time, Sl' that the prisoners may Le for
mally recommitted to the court at which they 
ought to have been tried. Clause 124 provides 
that when a man charg·ed with an indictable 
offence has been committed, by mistake or other
wise, to the wrong court, so that a recommittal 
to the proper court becomes necessary, it shall 
not be necessary fur the man to be discharged, 
and the expense and tronble gone all through 
Dgain; but that, upon production of the original 
depositions, any justice may cancel the warrant 
of com1nitn1ent, and 1na.y recun1n1it the prisoner 
for trial at the court to which he ought at first to 
have been committed; and then clanse 132 makes 
the provision complete by enacting that if a 
circuit court is held before the district court to 
which any prisoner is committed, the judge of 
the circuit court shall not discharge such prisoner. 
An illustration of a case of the kind I refer to 
happened tilome tin1e ago jn Rmna. A Jnan vvas 
committed for trial by the Thargomindah bench 
to the district court at Roma; and before the 
time of the sittings of that court the circuit 
court sat at Roma. Of course it was a mistake 
on the part of the justices to commit the man 
at all to the district court at Eoma. District 
courts have been established at great ex
pense in various parb., of the colony~ and 
it is as mnch an injustice to the prisoner, 
as it is to the Government who have to 
bear the expense of conveying prisoners ·and 

witnesses, that a man should be committed to the 
wrong court. A J'risoner is entitled to be tried 
at the court bel nearest to the place where 
the offence was committed, but in the case I 
refer to the magistrates by mistake committee\ 
the prisoner to the district court to be held 
at Roma instead of to the court at Cunna
rnulla. Of course the effect of that was that 
when the sheriff made his return of prisoners in 
the Eo m a receiving-gaol, amongst them was this 
man, who hac\ been improperly committed to a 
Homa court, and the judge had no alternative, 
following the strict rule of the law, but to have 
him brought up and discharged. The man had 
consequently to be re-arrested, sent back all the 
way to T'hargomindah, and the whole of the 
evidence had to be taken a second time, and 
the man committee\ over again - this time 
to the proper court at Cunnamulla. One ob
ject of establishmg district courts, and of 
maintaining them at the present great ex
pense, is that a man should be tried at the 
court nearest the place where the offence has 
been committed, and that is as much in the 
interest of the prisoner a.'l of the Government, 
because that is the place where he may be able 
to clear himself of the crime charged against him 
if he is innocent, and he ought to have the oppor
tunity of doing so. In that case, had a provision of 
the kind to which I have drawn attention existed 
the judge would not have had to discharge the man 
from custody, and the country would not have 
been put to the expense of taking· him back to 
Thargomindah and paying the costs of witnesses. 
Another instance of a similar kind of thing 
happened quite recently in Brisbane. A man 
was charged with the larceny of certain property 
of members of a club; he was committee\ 
for trial to the district court at Brisbane; 
when the case came before the judge he 
decided that as a member of the club which 
owned the proverty he was debarred from trying 
the case. The man stood committed to the 
district conrt, and under the circumstances it 
became necessary to discharge him from custody; 
he hac\ to be re-arrested, the whole of the 
evidence gone into a second time, and he was 
committed to the Supreme Court which was 
held some time after. I think it is very desirable 
that where a man has been inadvertently com
mitted to the wrong court in that way, there 
should be some provision whereby in the summary 
wav described in section 124 he should be recom
mitted to the court which is to try him. Part VI. 
deals with proceedings in casf!S of simple offences 
and breaches of duty, and there is very little in 
it to which it is necessary that I should draw the 
attention of hon. members. There is a provision 
in clause 155, adapted from the English 
Summary ,J urisc\iction Act of 1879, with regard 
to the payment of instalments of, or security 
taken by justices for the payment of 
money in respect to convictions of offenders 
who are charged before them, which I 
think hon. members will acknowledge is 
a useful and necessary provision, Clause 164 
also contains several useful provisions taken 
from the English Summary Jurisdiction Act. 
Part VII. deals with the summary punishment of 
indictable offences, and there are to be found 
here several useful provisions, notably one in 
section 178, whereby any person who is chargee\ 
with an indictable offence, not now capable of 
being dealt with by ju:;tices in their summary 
jnrisdiction, may, where he pleads guilty, be 
dealt with summarily. It has been complained, 
again and again, by the judges of the Supreme 
Court and the district courts, that the time of 
those courts is taken up in trying cases that might 
very properly be dealt with by the justices; and 
there are many cases which are not now strictly 
cognisable by justices which everyone will admit 



1192 Justices Bill ![ASSEMBLY.] Jitstices Bill. 

ought to be cogni"able by them. The most 
important provision in this part of the l3ill is 
that which de~ls with cases of offences by 
children; but this, I may say, though new in this 
colony, is part of the law of Enghcnd at the 
present time. Section 185 is taken from the 
English Summary Jurisdiction Act of 1S7!J, and 
it makes provision that, where a child not 
exceeding twelve yen.rs of age is charged 
with the commission of any indictable offence, 
the justices may, instead of committin;; the 
child, proceed to deal with the offence com
mitted, and it then prescribes the ammmt o{ 
punishment which may be inflicted. Although 
it may be an offence which, if punished by the 
higher courts, would be punishable by penal 
servitude, yet the justices are limited in tl,e 
exercise of their jurisdiction conferred upon 
them by this clause to the infliction of " term of 
imprisonment not exceeding one month, <h, if 
they inflict a fine, a sum not exceeding forty 
shillings. There are other cases where, if the 
offence is of such a nature as seems to ju~tify it, 
the justice' have power to order the youthful 
delinquent to be whipped with not more 
than six strokes of a birch rod, cane, or 
leathern strap, which is to be done in 
the presenc'e of the parents- if th8y wish to 
be present-am! every safegmcrd is taken against 
any abuse creeping· in. Part VIII. deals with 
sureties of the peace and for good behaviour. 
This branch of the subject, I am sure, is one 
that will commend itself to hon. gentlemen. 
\Ve have here, I think they will acknowledge, a 
very marked improvement upon the law as it at 
present exists. Hon. gentlemen who have had 
anything to do with dispensing justice in their 
capacity as magistrates will remember that 
the law, as it stands at present, is exceedingly 
arbitrary and one-sided. At present, tLil a man 
has to do i,; to go before a justice of the 
peace and declare that he is in fear of his life in 
consequence of the threats of a cert:tin man. 
Then that man is either brought up on smm1wns 
or is ignuminioutily arrested on warrant and 
dragged before the justices, where he is not 
allowed to give evidence in disproof of the 
charge made against him. All that he has 
probably a legal right to do is to show, 
if he can, that the charge is preferred from 
malice or ill-will, which, being a nmtter of 
inference, is a very difficult thing to jJrove 
without going into the facts of the case ; 
and into the facts of the case charged 
against him he has no right to enter. So that it 
is, in fact, little better than an ex pw·te vro
ceeding, and I have no heHitation in saying that 
frequently grievous injustice has been done in 
many ca~es by one-siUed proceedings on the 
part of evil-disposed persons who have been 
desirous of subjecting their neighbours to the 
ignominy of being hound over to keep the peace. 
Thu.t has been done again and again, and this 
provision is intended to rectify all theilc 
irnproper proceedingK by pennitting the person 
who is sought to Le bound over to keep the 
peace to disprove the statement made against 
him in the ordinary way. I am quite sure 
that a provision of this kind will tend 
to discourage the trumping-up of false charge, 
by evil-disposed persons against their neigh
bours, which cannot be legally rebutted. 
Part IX. deals with appeals from decisions of 
justices of the peace. Hitherto the form has 
been for persons db'l.~tisfied with decisions of 
justices to move the court for a rule nisi for 
a prohibition, afterwards moving the rule abso
lute. This does away with the old system 
of prohibition, hut substitutes practically 
the same thing-an appeal to the Supreme 
Court in the ordinary way. There is also a 
provision in section 2H for an appeal to the 

Supreme Court by way of special case. Thnt is 
also n provision of a very useful chamcter taken 
from the Summarv ,J nrisdiction Acts of Great 
Britain. At the ])resent time a man who is the 
victirn of a deci":ion against hin1 by justiceH-if 
he is either fined or ordered to be imprieoned
can apply for a prohibition, but there is not 
'"sufficiently ample provision in the law whereby 
any person who i'{ aggrieved can take his case 
before the Supreme Court by way of special case. 
This provision is a sim]•le and comparatively inex
pensive method, and the most just way of 
securing a revpr::;al of any decision given by 
justices of the peace. Part X. deals with the 
protection of justices of the peace in the ~xccu
tion of their office. In this part there is very 
little, if a,nything at all, that is new. There are 
simply the old provisions of the law put into 
,,irnple form, easily to be comprehended by per
sons of the rneane',t intelligence. I do nnt wish 
to weary the House by a long disserta
tion on the details of the measure. I have 
referred to the salient features of the l3ill-to 
matters which are either a statement of law 
which is not contained in print or to modifi
cations and improvements of the existing law. 
It is not necessary, therefore, for me to touch upon 
anything else. ·when it is borne in mind that, in 
a colony of such large extent tlS this is, justice 
has to be very extensively administered by 
1uagistrates, it is of the ntmoRt irnportance 
that they should have every facility for the 
proper execution of the duties of their offices; 
and I think, by rm~sing a law with regard to 
the functions of justices, their rights and powers, 
of which the great bulk of thern have the very 
faintest idea-by casting these into a simple 
and condensed form, capable of being easily 
understood-not only will a grerct senice 
be conferred upon the justices of the peace 
them,;e]ves, whose office is a very resp<msihle 
one, but a great Loon will he conferred on the 
entire public of the colony; and ,]though it is 
late in the session for a measure of this len::;th to 
be introduce<!, yet, a, I have already pointed 
nut, there is nothing in the Bill to cause any 
hon. gentlernan to be desirous of lJrolonging di~
:~m:;~:iion upon it. AJthout;h the 1nea~ure conws 
m late, yet I trust it is not to,) l:ttc to becmne 
the law of the land during- the present 'ession. 
I beg to move the second reading of the Bill. 

The Hox. S1u 'l'. l\lciLWRAITH said: l\Ir. 
Speaker,-I have no doubt it is a great work 
to succeed in consolidating and amending the 
bw relating to justices of the peace, their 
vowers and authorities, and it is a work 
which will deserve the attention of this House. 
It has often been before the House, but not 
in the concise form in which it has been 
broug·ht forwanl in this l3ill, so far as I un
derstand it from the Attorney-General's speech. 
I may say that I have never read the Bill, and 
I do not think that any other member of the 
House except the l'remiur and the Attorney. 
Ueneral has read it. It seems, according 
to the Attorney-General, that the law re
lating to justicet, their powers, and authorities 
id scattered over eighteen Acts of Parliament, 
and parts of four other Acts of Parli:tment. 
It is proposed to repeal those eighteen Acts, 
and to repeal also the jJarts of the four other 
Acts, and to substitute this Bill for them all. The 
Attorney-Geneml says the Bill has received the 
anxious conflicleration of the greatest lawyers in 
the colony. Chief Justice Cockle, we are told, 
had it under his deliberation for years - that 
the subject of consolidation had been his study 
for years, that he left the colony with the work 
unfinished, and that he banded over the work 
that he had done up to that time to the present 
Pren1ier, who has, fron1 tilne to time, ahm 
given anxious study to it, tLnd given to it also 
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a large amount of solid work. Further, we are 
told tlmt during the present yetu the Premier 
has devoted most anxious attention to it, and 
he ha~ given it three rnonthK' good work and 
succeeded in simplifying those eighteen Act•, of 
Parliament and portions of four other Acts, 
and put the whole subject in a form that can 
be understood by any man of the meanest 
capacity. Very well, that is a capital recom
mendation to any Bill put before us. No Bill 
could come before us with n better recommen
dation. I have the highest opinion of Chief 
;rustice Cockle, and I value his opinion in a nmtter 
of this kind. I have the highest opinion of the 
powers of the present Premier in drafting 
Bills and consolidating Acts of Parliament, 
and I do not believe the tribute paid to 
the Premier by the Attorney-General is in one 
item unde•.erved; but, at the same time, if 
the Attorney-Geneml thinks for a moment that 
we are going to hand over cur lJositions as 
memhen; of Parliament to Chief Justice Cockle, 
Mr. Griffith, and Mr. Macpherson, he is wofully 
mistaken. Does he ~hink that we are going to 
take on trust anythmg that tho"'3 gentlemen 
think is right ? \V e have eighteen Acts of 
Parliament to read through and see whether this 
13iil is an improvement upon them. \V e are not 
going to take l\1r. Macpherson's ·word for it, 
because, as we are told, he has gone over the 
side-notes and verified some 200 of them. \Vhat 
are we, as member' of Parliament, here for? \Ve 
are sent here to do solid work ourselves, and 
that we intend to do with regard to this 
Bill, as I hope we have done with regard to 
every other }~ill. \V e are going to take nothing 
on trust. \Vhy, if I proposed that a subject of 
this kind, so difficult to handle, should be 
referred to a committee of the most able men 
of this House, so that a report might he 
brought up and hon. n1e1nbers 1night have 
smnething to go upon, the House ·would assert 
its dignity aml say, "\Vhat are we sent here 
for by the country except to make Acts of 
Parliament?" Here we have '"subject brought 
before us which has tnken Chief Justice 
Cockle years to study, and which lms taken the 
Premier comiderable time to fathom; and the 
Attorney-General bring>; this Bill before us in a 
speech which is n1oHt like an apology for bringing 
it before u:; at all, and asks us to pass it 
hnniedly and on trust, even after the Govern
ment have asked for an additional dtty in the week 
for the con:;ir!eration of their measure:;. \Vhy, 
it is an insult to our constituents to ask us to 
do any such thing ! vVhat am I to say-or any 
other hon. member to say-to our constituents 
about this Bill? Are we to acknowledge that 
we have taken it on trust? I would not be 
astonished to find some great iiaws and omis
sion,, in thi~ Bill just as we have found them 
in others. l cannot forget the lectures that 
have been given to m; by the l'remier 
when we have tried to consolidate Acts of 
l'<.1rliarnent "nd make them much shorter. He 
has told us in many a long, dret1ry speech thttt 
consolidtttion cnnnot be effected simply by 
brevity; and that seems to be the only merit, 
according to the Attorney-Gencr"l, which this 
Bill has. \V e cannot get at the bottom of the 
thing. \V e cannot get at the real truth by simple 
brevity ; <.lnd it is not by putting a Bill into 
this children'~ hwgmtge that we are to be 
induced by the lawyers to pass it. But at all 
e;-ents the very fact is that the language in those 
eighteen Acts we t~re to repeal is so difficult to 
interpret that we must surely have time to con
sider what they mean. The Attorney-General 
said it was ver:r diftlcult to understand them. 
Sir J ames Cockle took a very long time to 
understand them and to give his opinion. It 
has taken the Premier a very long time to 

understand them and give his opinion. And do 
you rnecLn to s:1y, sir, we nnu;t not understttnd the 
lfl,W we are going to repeal, and that it is not our 
duty to see thatc we under:;tand what is to be the 
law of the h1nd ? Io it suppo>ed for one moment 
that a Bill of this sort will pass through this House 
in a day? \Ylw, there is in it two or three 
weeks' work for" members of Parliament if they 
mP.ctn conscientiously to do their duty. I say 
that with all respect to those men who have had 
anything to do with it. I cannot say anything 
about the Hill itself because I have not been very 
much enlightene<l by the speech made by the 
Attorney-General. I can give every prai,se to 
the men who have undertaken the labour of 
bringing a Bill of this sort before the House, but 
if they assume that we are, in our appreciation of 
their efforts, to throw ~side our duties as members 
of Parliament, and to take for granted what they 
say, they make an egregious mi:;take. If all the 
hest lawyers in the world took part in the 
framing of the Bill 1 would not subject it to 
one ounce less criticism than I intend to do. I 
will not abdicate my position as a member 
of Parliament and take refuge under their 
wing, for I should consider that in so doing 
I should not be performing my duty to the 
country. Now, the Government in dealing 
with this n1easure hnve, perhaps, gone a~ far as 
they intended to go-that i,;, to the second 
reading. I have no intention of opposing the 
second reading, bnt if the Ministers intend to 
rush the Bill through the House they will find 
that. there is not the slightest chance of that 
being done, because I am satisfied the Bill will 
appeal so much to the common sense of hon. 
members that the,· will insist on knowing and 
understanding what is the law of the land before 
they allow the measure to pas·•. 

The PREll'IIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
it is very much to be regretted th'"t the hon. 
gentleman, the leader of the O[Jposition, has 
not read the Bill. The measure has been 
before this House for a week, and has been 
before the other House for a con,idemble period, 
and if the hon. member had devoted a day or 
e\·en h>tlf-a-day to its considemtion he would 
not have made the speech he has just me~de. I 
believe that the majority of this House have 
read the Bill, and all the members of the other 
House. N urnerous members of the other Hou:;e 
ha Ye told me that they had no difficulty whatever 
in understanding it-that it wns a matter which 
anybody could understand, and that it woulrl be 
of enormous astiistance to justices of the pence. 
The hon. gentleman told the House that he had 
not read it, and that was his principal reason 
why this House should not pass the measure. 
13nt the hon. member appears to lllisunder
stand the cmm.;e of parliamenbry procedure 
with respect to measures of this kind. It is not 
the practice of this I'arliament, or of any 
Parlie~mcnt, in clPalin;; with measurCil of this 
kind, to scrutinise e;-ery clause in <letail. If 
that were <lone, a Bill of the kind wouhl never 
pass. Does not the hon. member know-he Wll,S 

not in the House, I think, nor was I-th:ct in the 
session of 1867 the House actually p'"ssed twenty
seven different Bills for the consolidation of 
previous la,\vS? 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: And we 
have repented ever since. 

The PHR:\IIER: Some hon. members may 
have repented of it ever since ; but the only per
Bons who c!'l,n have good reason to repent of _it 
were the lawyers, who may have lost money m 
consefjncnce of the simplification of the law. In 
respect to the prqmration of this Bill, I think 
the hon. member misunderstood what was said. 
I do not know how long it took Sir,Jmnes Cockle 
to consolidate and arrange the law contained in the 
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Acts then passed, as he never told me. He left the 
colony in 1878. I regret that I did not te,ke the 
business in hand while I was in opposition. It 
conld not, of course, be taken in hand last year, 
but I took it in hand as enrly this year as other 
business would allow. There is a good deal of 
work in preparing a Bill of this kind. The 
first step was the consolidation by Sir J ames 
Cockle of the old law in the old languao-e but 
d_ivi.ded and arranged in a new rnanu;r' very 
smnlr~r to the arrangement in this Bill but 
divided into six or seven separate Bills. ' The 
next step was to modernise the language. I next 
had the whole subject gone carefully into by 
a gentleman at the bar, whose industry and 
accuracy I could fully trust, to see that nothing 
was left out of the existing law, and also 
~o incorporate in the Bill several provisions 
1~1 the amended Imperial laws relating to jus
tiCes of .the peace, the necessity for which has 
been pomted out for years bY writers on law 
in the colonies. Th~n the Bill was carefully 
revrsed two or three tunes. All that and even 
the printing took time; and then it was con
sidered desirable that the Bill ohould be submitted 
to gentlemen who had practical experience of 
tnagisterial duties in the colony. The Bill was 
therefore,. submitted to l\fr. Gray, the LTnde; 
Colo_nial Secret'!ry ; to l\Ir. Pinuock, the police 
magrs~rate a.t Brmbane; and to other men of brge 
e.xpenence. I had abo the advantage of sugges
tiOns from J urlge Paul. All that took time but 
it "·,1s considered better that the Bill, b~fore 
being sublllitted tu Parliament, should be 
digested mrd revised to the highe,t possible 
extent, rather than that amendments should have 
to be made aJterwards. That, then,is the process 
it has undergone, and although I am not pre
~mred to say that it is ab~;olutely pmfect, still it 
rs a very good Bill. I know tha,t since it has 
been in print, I, for one, have used it for refer
ence, instead of going to all the laws relatin<Y 
to justices of the peace. Xobody can go through 
it without learning a good dmil about the ex
io.t~ng law. I will not r.efer in detail to its pro
VIsiOns or to the changes 1t makes. It was intro
duced in the Legislative Council, where it under
went a Yery careful scrutiny-not by any means 
a fornral scrutiny, fur the other House contains 
uu1ny rnernber~ who have large experience of the 
matter professionally, ,wcJ from htwing held offi
cial positions. The President of the Legislative 
Council took a very w>erm interest in tl1e Bill · 
aud every (1uestion that was open to argu1nenf 
W<-1~ discu~sed. Several an1endrnents wer~e nta<1e 
am! the Bill now comes to us as amended by 
the Council. If a Bill of this kind is not to be passed 
through this House unless eYery clause is dis
cussed in detail then it had better be abandoned 
for the :3ession or any session, and we Inust then 
at once admit that we are to lJe contented with 
amending the law by patches here and there. In 
J"ngland they ha verecognised the fact that a Com
mittee of the whole House h; not competent to dis
cuss measures of this kind. In the House of Cnrn
nwns no one would think of bringing on such a 
measure until 1 o'clock in the moming. They 
would not treat it as a contentious measure which 
might occupy the eal'!ier hours of the night but 
would take it, as they do all matters of the l~incl, 
and as they do with four-fifths of the measures of 
the session, when only members specially conver
sant with the subject' are present. Our' Statute
book is <leficient in many measures of that 
kind, simply because hem. members think that 
when they do not understand a Bill they 
have quite a sufficient reason why it should 
not pass, I think in such nmtters hon. members 
should take pains to understand them or leccve 
them to members who do take the pains to do so. 
Th:'t is the principle that is adopted in every 
legr:;lature. I do nut propose to go into the 

details of the Bill. It commends itself to every 
member who has read it, and it will be an enor
n:ous advantage, not to lawyers or hon. n1embers 
of this Hou"e specially, but to every justice of 
the peace in the colony. vYhat changes there 
are in the old law are all indicated. In the 
ordinary course of procedure that has been 
adopted by this Legislature in dealing with 
similar matters, it would not take more than 
one evening to pass through connnittee ; 
but, of course, if it is t,, be discussed clause by 
clause it will take more time than is available 
this session or any other session. I shall say no 
more about it ; but I shall be very glad to see it 
pass the second reading, and if we cannot get it 
any further I shall be extremely sorry, and so will 
everybody else who has rettd it, and even the 
hon. gentleman who leads the Opposition. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: I would 
like tu correct the hon. Premier. He said the 
Bill had been before the House for a week. It 
was only distributed to hon. members last l<'riLhcy. 

'l'he PREMIER : That is six days. 
Mr. CHUBB said: Mr. Speaker,-Therc is 

much to be said in commendation of this Bill, 
but if I were not a member of the legal profession 
I :;]wuld certainly be unable at a glance to digest 
it and assist in passing it so rapidly as has been 
recommended by the hon. gentleman who has 
moved the second reading. I have had a great 
many years' experience in the JH'actice of the law 
in justices' courts, and I suppose no member of 
the legal profession in this House has had 
more actual practice befOl'e justices; and 
therefore I may stand in a better pcmition 
than man:v hon. gentlemen with regard to the 
Bill. But I cannot allow the hon. Attorney
General to condemn the author of the Acts 
that are proposed to be repealed. 'l'he hon. 
gentleman said the language in them was most 
involved, and had been condemned by no less 
anthority than the late Chief Justice of K ew South 
\V ales and our late Chief Justice. It must not 
be forgotten that the gentleman who drafted 
J ervis' Acts was the Attorney-General of 
Englaml, a man of high legal position, and 
whose work was hig·hly commended. \Vhile 
I commend the skill displayed in consolidating 
tlw.se Acts, I cannot pass over in that way the 
labour, skill, and ability which was displayed 
by the gentleman who introduced the parent 
Acts into the Imperial Parliament, which 
Acts, for nearly thirty-eight years, have been in 
force in England and in these colonies, practically 
without amendment. The fact that they have 
been so long in existence is a very strong reconl
mendation for them, and shows 'that they must 
haYe been pretty good Acts when they were 
originally passed. It is true that many of the 
sections are very long, and contain, as the hon. 
gentleman said, over 1,000 words; but, in a great 
measure, those sections ha ye in this Bill been cut 
up into a number of sections, althongh, of course, 
the introductory parts, which are long, and the 
provisions that are only applicable to England 
have been omitted. l am aware that there 
is practically nothing new in the Bill. The 
.Jnstices Acts and the Acts that are corol
lary to them have been consolidated, and to 
them have been added parts of certain pro
visions of later Acts-and the method of appoint
ing justices of the peace, and re1noving then1 
from their office, has been put into the tlt>etute
book, also provisions with regard to sureties of the 
peace, and what is also now here, another method 
of appeal. The hon. Attorney-General was not 
quite accurate when he said that pr.,hibition had 
been abolished. The word " prohibition" has 
certainly been abolished; but prohibition remains 
under the hear! of "Appeak" 

The ATTORJ'\EY-GEKEHAL: I said so. 
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Mr. CHUBB : There are two m~thoc!s of 
appeal, one of which is new in this colony. ; 
\Vhere a prosecutor has had his complaint dis
missed he will have the opportunity of taking 
the case to a higher court, a privilege which he 
has not at prec.ent. I am not prepared to discuss 
this Bill in detail now. There are some matters 
which I shall consider it my duty to point :mt 
when we get into committee, and perhaps I slmll 
suggest one or two amendments ; but I can say 
this, at once, that it will be a very great advan
tage to justices and practitioners. In the Bill 
there is all the law relating to justices of 
the peace, and the course of procedure and 
practice in their courts, and it will be ex
tremely beneficial to justices and to persons who 
have occasion to appear before them. I have 
no hesitation in saying that the thing is simple 
enough to be understood by a layman, and I 
think that the provisioHs which provide for the 
punishment of peroons who plead guilty before 
justice" are very good. They will 'ave a great 
deal of expense to the country, and also a great 
deal of time, and will preveHt a person who 
acknowledges that he is guilty beiHg kept in 
gaol for a considerable perio<l and then having 
to undergo a trial, when he was quite willing to 
take it at once and receive his puHishment. In 
that respect 1 think there will be a gr .. at deal of 
benefit, and also in regard to the punishment of 
juvenile offenders, where the powers of justices 
arc somewhat incr~ased in regard to penalties. 
There are several other matters which I should 
like to refer to, but as the second reading of the 
Bill appears likely to pass, I have no de8ire to 
det::lin the House, and shall reserve what I have 
further to S[LY until it goes into committee. 

Question put and passed. 
On motion of the ATTOHNEY-GJ{:\'};UAL, 

the committal of the Bill was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY-RESUiHPTION ()]1' 

CO~DiiTTEE. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TllEA
SURER, the Speaker left the chair, [tnd the 
House went into Committee to fnrther consider 
the Supply to be granted to Her J\:[ajesty. 

The l\IIl'>!STJ£ll, l<'Oit LAKDS moved that 
there be granted the sum of £7 4, 7iil for snJaries 
and contingencies in the Survey of Land. 
There was an increase in that vote of £24,043, 
rnade 1_lP ~ts followed :-An in~] lector of HUrveys 
and chstnct surveyor had been appointed at a 
salary of £GOO a year with £200 a year travelling 
expenses. Although that officer would do the 
'':ork of a district surveyor at times, primarily 
hm work would be to examine surveys. 
There was also an acldition of two to the staff 
of surveyors at £350 each. An increase of £00 
'YaH given. to the drnft;:;n1an in charge uf the 
hthogmpluc branch. That was a new bmnch 
of the Lands Department, whiuh it was found 
neces,ary to establish. The work had previously 
been done at the Government lithographic estab
lishment, but there was a great deal of friction, 
and it could not be got through with regularity 
and the expedition necessary. Then the drafts
man in charge of the compiling branch also 
received an increase of £50; and there was 
an addition of twelve draftsmen in the 
drafting department, at a salary of £250 each. 
There were two printers in the lithographic 
department-one at £200, and the other at £1.50 
a year. There was also a second. messenger--a 
young lad-at £3G, and an office-keeper for the 
survey branch -which W>cs now a very large 
building-at £GO. There were two ad(iitiomtl 
chainmen at £H12, and eight additional sur
veyors' labourers, who altogether received £iJGO. 

There were also two htbourers in connection 
with the lithographic department receiving £192. 
There wn,s an allovvance in lieu of hor;.;r:,s, forage, 
equipments, instrmnents, etc., for two additional 
surveyors at £200 each. 'Then in contingencies 
there was an addition of£18,000forfeestolicensed 
surveyors. In the incidental expenses there 
was an addition of £100, also an addition of £100 
in incidental expenses for the photographic 
department, and of £200 incidental expenses of 
lithographic printing. That branch of the 
departn.ent was nearly perfected, but some 
additions were necessary, and £200 would cmn
plete the work. The main increase in the 
vote was £18,000-for the increased fees 
to licensed suneyors. The whole work 
under the head of "Contingencies" wac; £51,900. 
It was estimated that that expenditure would 
enable them to c1ury out the surveys and 
nmrkings of li,GOO,OOO acres of land, a portion of 
which would be divided into grazing farms, as 
follows :-200 farms of 20,000 acres each, 1ii0 of 
10,000 acres each, 100 of 5,000 acres each, and 
1,000 of 2,560 acres each. Those were to be 
marked and rnc,tsured by what profe.,sion[tl men 
called a circumferential survey, which was about 
the cheapest fonn of surveying or rneasnring tha,t 
had yet been adopted, and was, he believed, 
sufficiently accurate for all pr;;ctical pnrposes. 
It was also proposed to survey abont 000,000 
a.cres of that area into agricultural farms a.s 
follows :-156 farms of 1,2SO acrps each, 1!)() of 
640 acres each, 4GS of 320 acres each, and !J37 of 
lfiO acres each. Those would be surveyed by the 
more accurate process of theodolite and chaiH. 
The total cost of Hnrveying and rnarking the 
6,000,000 acres would be £·11,000; the balance 
of the £50,000 being made up by £4,000 for 
subnrban surveys, and £3,000 for fees now due 
to licensed surveyors. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWILUTH said there 
was an in11nen:-:;e increatle in that vote. Of courHe, 
it was anticirmted that there would be a large in· 
crease for the present year in the derJartment of 
the Surveyor-General; but he regretted to see such 
an amount of moHey put on the J<:stirrmtes for 
what he considered w:ts te!llporary work, as 
would be the case with a considerable part of the 
smveys for which they were asked to make pro
vision. The other work which W!LS to ]Jc dune 
by chain and theodolite was of'" more pHnl:mont 
ch~~racter, and wonld work in with the ,-;urve~·y'"K 
of the colony. In connection with that he 
would point out that they h:td [t report 
from the Surveyor-General, which was sent 
in before the Houoe met. Several months 
had elapsed since then, and there had 
been ample time to send in a supplementary 
report which might have put hon. members in 
Jh>sse,>Hion of the information which the JYiinister 
for Lands had just giveH the Committee. Hon. 
members would then have been able to discu.,s 
the rm1tter, whereas, although it might he 
famili>tr to the hon. gentleman, the infomm
tion which he had read out from a 
paper was heard by them for the first 
titne, and was simply a \vilderne::;~ of figures. 
\Vhy had not a report been fnrnished, so that 
hon. members could sec how the money was to 
be expended in sul"veying? If tlutt information 
had been given, :::tnd hon. gentle1neu lutd been 
satisfied with the plan proposed, the estimate 
might lmve been passed without discussion. 

The ::\IIKISTEE JWR LAKDS said that if 
he had known the information was desired he 
would have been glad to give it to hon. gentle
men before. He harl no <ler;ire to withhold 
inf<)rniatimt. 

Mr. MOJIKH.EAD said the matter was so 
important that he thought the l\1inister for L>tnds 
h[tcl better postpone the estimate till it had been 
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settled. The hon. gentleman said it had been a 
mntter of nnxiety to himoelf for three or four 
month,, but he did not appear to conceive that it 
had any interest for anyone else. The figures 
quoted by the hon. g-entleman were important 
to every member of the community, as they 
showed that the very large sum of £50,000 
would be ref[uired for the survey of the area 
nwntioned.. Son1e rnillions of acres were to be 
surveyed by :1 method which was not absolutely 
accurate-but good enough for those grazing 
fellows with a thirty yearo' tenure! There w:1s 
not likely to be any s'1uabbling in regttrd to the 
boundaries of selections with a tenure of thirty 
years ! He could tell the Minister for Lands, 
however, that there had been plenty of squab
bling with regard to very n1uch larger areas 
which were held for a very much shorter period. 
The method of survey proposed with regard to 
those 20, 000-acre grazing fa.rrns \Vas t-t very 
loose one. The hem. gentleman admitted that 
such was the case ; but he said it was good 
enough-the boundaries could be settled by-and
by ! It wa8 prepo,terous for any :Minister to 
make a statement such as the hon. member had 
made ; and no one knew better than the r.Iinister 
for Lands that the <[Uestion of dispute,] boun
(larieK in regt1rd to large areas continually cropped 
up in the Lands Department. The questi•m would 
crop up much oftener now they had narrowed 
down the area to be occupied lw each individnal 
for grazing purpose'S to 20,000 aCres. Before the 
present Act came into force the area was c:1lcn
latecl by square miles-thmmands of square miles, 
in many cases-and yet difficulties in connection 
with boundaries arose even when thR areas were 
so large. The survey defined under the Act 
which was to be a definite survey, was now, by 
the ,:D&<' dixit of the Mini,;ter for the time being, 
to be brought down to what the hon. gentlenmn 
admitted tn be an incorrect and incomplete 
:-:urvey, which might be upset toRn1orrow. 
The :VIinister for Lands proposed to deal 
with one class of selectors in one way as to the 
method of survey, :111d with another class of 
selector~' in another way, and that must lead to 
tremendous complications in the future. They 
had been told that there was to be a differentinl 
nwde of survey, nnd he should like to have 
the opinion of the Surveyor-General as to 
whether it was likelv to tend either to 
his C<JmfCJrt or to ·the comfort of the 
Minister fur Lands for the time being ? 
Surely, when Parliament had provided, so far as 
it was possible to Jn·ovicle under the new Lam! 
;'\.et, for the permanent settlement 1f the colony 
for a grent number of years, they should be 
careful as to the accnracy of surveys : yet they 
were told in a flippant way by the 1\linister for 
Lands that there were to be several modes of 
Hnrvey. Everyone who knew a.nything :1bout 
surveys knew that the mode of cit·cumferential 
Htuvey \vas not <lccurnte ; yet it was proposed to 
initiate tlmt system of survey with reg:ud to n 
large portion of the land thrown open to settlement. 
\Vhile on the subject he might say something 
with reg-ard to the land question generally. It 
was anticipnted by the Government that the new 
I.dtnd .. Act would produce <-tn enorrnons revenue. 
That revenue hac! not yet been produced, but 
there \Vas an enornwns expenditure. The ex
penses connected with the a'lministration of the 
Act had incre:1sed enormously, while the revenue 
wa:.-; apparently not con1ing in at all. Hon. n1en1-
ben; on the Opposition side had predicted that the 
Act wonlcl re,Juire an eno1mous ex]ienclitnre and 
that the employment of a large amount of skilled 
labour would be requirerl in the making of 
surveys, but that the revenue would not be any
thing like what was anticipated by the Govern
ment ; and so far the prognostications of those 
hon. gentlemen had been verified. They could 

not have any clearer proof of the desire of the 
l\'Iinister for Lands to entangle those who came 
after him-becnuse, please God, he would not last 
for ever-in all sorts of troubles than his state
ment that there was to be a varintion in the 
mode of survey. He hoped the Committee would 
not pass the vote without seriously considering 
the question in all its bearings. 

The J\IINISTER FOR LANDS said he simply 
pointed out thnt there were two mode• of survey. 
One an elaborate and expensive one which was 
as accurate as a survey could be made, and the 
other less expensive but fairly accurate for all 
practical purposes. It was admitted by pro
ft'·'sional men that the process of circum
ferential survey was fairly accurate, and in 
Honw instanceH 1nore accurate than the 1nore 
elaborate system as carried out in New 
South \Vales in years gone by. If the more 
expensive and tedious system to be employe<! 
in regard to small areas intended for free
holds were to be employed in reg-ard to large 
areas it would entail an additional cost to selec
tors, and delay the time at which they could 
be made available for selection. He ventured to 
say that the hon. member for Balonne objected 
to the more expeditious mode of survey because 
it would make the land available. to the people 
too soon. He wished to throw difficulties in the 
way of tho8e ln,rge grazing areas being Inade 
available for selection. He would like to see 
the more expensive and tedious method of survey 
applied to them, so that they would not be 
made available as quickly as they would be if 
that other system of survey were adopted. 
That was the object of the hon. member. 
The mere fact of the amount estimated for those 
surveys would show the difference between the 
cost of the two methods_ There were 6,GOO,OOO 
acre" to be surveyed for £41,000, or something 
under 2d. per acre, as compared with the surveys 
done in the colony before, which had cost from 
7d. to lld. )Jer acre. That showed conclusively 
that it was a very desirable class of survey to 
deal with considerable areas such as the gra,ing 
leasehold would be. It was important, in the 
case of a considemble :1rea, that the survey fee 
should he as snmll as possible. The cheaper that 
people could get the lane! the more succe"ful 
the working of the Act would be; and it was with 
that object that class of surveying was decided 
upon. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWHAITH said he 
very much regretted to he::tr the :Minister for 
Lands introducing the old cry without any 
necesKity at all. \Vhen a criticism W:tS made 
upon the action of a department under the 
1\Iinister for Lands, and a fair criticism was 
made-why should they not deal with it upon 
its fair merits, without attributing bad motives 
as the hon. gentleman had clone? The hcm_ 
member for 13nlonne had said nothing that 
would lent! them to suppose that his only 
objection to the style of survey proposed 
was that if the more expensive method were 
adopted it would protmct the time within 
which the land could be taken from the 
pastoral tenants. The hrm. gentleman could 
not expect that they would f[Uietly put up 
with their motives being misconstrued in that 
way. He had heard nothing about the proposed 
system of surveying until the hon. member 
svoke of it that night. It should be discussed 
from a professional point of view. He very 
much objected to the funds of the colony being 
squandered away upon unnecessary surveying, 
but at the same time he objected equally to its 
being squandered upon a survey th::tt would 
be of no use. It was the duty of the Minis
ter for Lands, in proposing the scheme, to show 
the Committee that it would be a profit::tble thing 
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to go upon that eystem rather than upon the 
more expensive style of survey. He did not 
himself believe that the adoption of the more 
expensive scheme woulrl protract the time when 
the land would go from the squatters. It 
was simply a f[Uestion of putting on more 
eurveyors. The sooner the hnd was surveyed 
and opened for selection the better, so that 
a test might be supplied of what actually Wf\S 

the value of the hon. gentleman's land system. 
\Vhat he thought the hon. member for Balonne had 
brought choarly befon1 the Committee was this
was it a judicious thing to introduce two classes 
of survey? They 'vere to baYe agricultnral [tncl 
grazing fanns, and the agricultural farms were 
to he surveyed in so minute a way that they could 
be framed in with the general survey of the 
colony when the trigonometrical survey was 
completed. The other survey was to be le> .. , 
correct though better than the old survey of runs, 
but not so good as an accurate survey. Then 
the f[Uestion arose, was it worth while to cut 
up those lands and do a vast amount of work 
which would be only temporary, but which, 
as he understood it, would coot nearly as 
much as the other? The hon. member shook 
his head, intimating to him that the system 
proposed was much cheaper than he thought. 
It might be actually cheaper, but there would 
be nothing li1<e the difference, in his opinion, 
which the hon. member pointed out. In some 
points, as he had intimated to the Minister 
for Lands, he rather approved of the snmll 
amount that was going to be spent upon the 
surveys, because he thought a great many of 
them would be abortive; but at the same time, 
if the surveys were to be made at all they 
ought to be of snch a character that 
they· could be incorporated with the general 
survey of the colony. In any case, the hon. 
member had no right to attribute motives to any 
member of the Committee when a purely pro
fessional argutnent was raised against the course 
he had adopted in connection with the Survey 
Department. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS s>tid he 
certainly admitted that no motive should be 
imputed to hon. members of the Committee, but 
when a matter of that kind was taken up in 
the tone, temper, and spirit in which the hlm. 
member for Balonne took it up, it had to be met 
in the same way. If the hon. member had 
spoken in the way in which the hon. member for 
J\Iulgrave had spoken, he certainly conld not 
have attributed any motives to him. In such a 
case, the difference between them was simply a 
difference of opinion. The hon. member for Mul
grave said there was no considerable difference 
between the two methods of surveying proposed 
to be adopted, one for the measurement of 
grazing farms and the other for the measurement 
of small areas. The difference really amounted 
to 50 per cent., and would mean about £20,000 
more than was set down in the estimate. It 
would result in a very considerable amount being 
added to the cost to the selector in the survey fees 
he would have to pay. He was of opinion that the 
cost of survey should be reduced to as small an 
amount ao possible consistent with such a survey 
as would prevent trouble in the future on the 
score of accuracy. He was borne out in that 
opinion by others, and he did not submit it as 
his own unsupported opinion. He had consulted 
with the Surveyor-General upon the subject, and 
after getting the opinion of the Surveyor-General 
he had decided on the plan he mentioned. He 
thought at first that tt perambulating survey would 
be better as it would be much cheaper, but when 
the Surveyor-General pointed out to him that 
a perambulating survey was unreliable for 
measurement he abandoned it. He then proposed 
another measurement, which he called ''by cir-

cumferential chain," and which he believed was 
fairly accurate, and was at the same time cheap; 
and that method was the one adopted. 

Mr. MOREH:EAD saitl he nmst express his 
deep regret that the tone, temper, and spint of 
his remarks did not suit the hon. I\Iinister for 
Lands. If the hon. ~entleman would be kind 
enough to tell him and other hon. members «n 
that side of the Committee in what way they were 
to speak of him and of his actions he might save a 
good deal of unnecessary debate and a ;;ood deal 
of temper on the part of the hon. member himself. 
He was the first Minister of thnt House who hart 
ever come up whining like a whipped cur and 
complaining of the tone, temper, and spirit of 
the remarks used about him. He (J\fr. J\Iore
head) snid, "Let the gallec1 jade wince"; and 
let the hon. member wince, thongh he did 
not appear to like it. He (Mr. Morehead) 
would say the truth that was in him, a' he 
had elected to do, so long as he remained 
within the boundaries of decorum in de bate. 
If he exceeded that he would look to the Chairman 
to check him, not to the hon. Minister for Lands; 
because a more ill-tempered lYiinister-a more 
ill-conditioned Minister he felt inclined to call 
him, and he believed the term was classical-he 
never saw in the House. If the hon. gentleman 
tried to put him down by gibes he would pro
bably fail, because he (~Ir. Morchead) thought he 
\Vas quite as good a n1aster of the J~nglish language, 
and could annoy quite as much by using the English 
language, as the :Minister himself. \V hen the hnn, 
gentlen1an objected to argnn1ents brought against 
him because they\vere not couched in the language 
he preferred, but ga,·e way at once when 
the san1e argnn1ents were put in other 
lrrngnage, it only showed that the hon. gentle
man's hide was too thin for the position he 
occupied. He did not think the hon. gentleman 
had grasped the arguments brought against his 
contention with regard to the fees to licensed 
surveym,, The hon. gentieman seemed entirely 
to ignore the fact that they were dealing with 
grazing- farms that were to be held for a period 
~f thuty ye'nrs, that must necessarily be largely 
improved, and were comparatively limited in 
area as compared with agricultural area•; and 
that unless the •urveys were almost as 
accurately made as in the case of agricul
tural holclings tremendous conflicts mie,ht arise 
about disputed boundaries. Disputes were likely 
to arise in consequence of imperfectly accurate 
surveys when the question of improvements came 
in. The hon. gentleman accused him of raising 
objections because he did not wish to see the 
land settled ; but he would like the hon. gentle
man to show anything- in his (Mr. Morehead\) 
career, either in the House or out of it, where he 
had attempted to prevent settlement. He would 
say this-that he would rather not see settle
ment on the land than settlement in such an 
imperfect way as would lead to f[Uarrels, 
squabble,;, dissensions, and lawsuits, such as 
might result from imperfect surveys made under 
the proposition set forth by the Minister for 
Lands. Even under existing circumstance'l, 
where enormous areas were held, there were con
tinual quarrels between neighbouring squatters 
with regard to bounrlal'ies ; and how much more 
would there be qunrrels if the system adopted 
by the Survey Department was imperfect, as 
admitted by the Minister for Lands ! The 
hon. gentleman, with the large following- behind 
hirn, thought he gained an advantage over 
anyone who criticised his scheme -though 
he did not believe the hon. member knew 
any more about surveys than a child unborn 
-he was as ignorant about that as about most 
matters relating to his office- by saying that 
his critic was opposed to the settlement of the 
people on the lands of the colony. 
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he did 
not think anyone had ever heard him whining 
before the h<m. gentlerrmn ; the hon. gentlem~n 
would never find him shrink before him either 
in the House or out of it. :Ever Rince he had 
been in the House he had nm er heard the hon. 
gentleman come forward with a single idea to 
ab~ist a mea~mre that was going through the 
House; he simply carried his criticioms to the 
abuse of those whom he disliked personally. 
He (the Minister for Lamls) ha<l managed to 
exercise a great deal n1ore forbe~trance towards 
the hon. gentleman than he had thought it 
possible for any one man to exercise towards 
another. He had listened to the representations 
of professional men that the survey wonlcl not be 
accurate ; but he contended that it was accurate 
enough to prevent any difficulties arising here
after. The corners had to be marked with per· 
manent posts, and it would be the interest of 
the landholden to preserve those posts int::~et, ::tR 
showing what \vere actually the boundaries of 
their land. };ven if the land were submitted after
wards to 1nore accurate 1nea~nre1nent bv chain or 
tape, the land within those four posts wo.tlld be the 
bncl the lessee held from the Crown. The great 
object of reducing the cost of those surveys was 
thought to cleserve the primary attention of the 
Governn1ent. \Vhen tnen were starting first, 
if they had to pay a heavy survey fee, it often 
tolcl very seriously against them, and to make 
the land as accessible to them as possible was 
one of the great objects he (the 2\.Iinister for 
L"'nds) had always kept before him. That, he 
believed, had been clone with such accuracy as 
would prevent any difficulty arising hereafter. 

Mr. MOREHEAD s:tid perhaps the Minister 
for Lands would tell him how those holding-s 
would be described in the lease? 

Mr. BLACK said he certainly thought the 
explanation the Minister for Lands had just 
given, that the lessee was to be satisfied with four 
posts as a boundary, must take the Committee 
smnewhat by smprise. He supposed the .:\linister 
for Lands understood that 20,000 acres contained 
something like 31 sr1uare miles; that meant a block 
about 4 miles by S mile.s. Hon. members woul<l 
remember that within three years of the applica
tion those lands had to be fenced, and in the 
meantime the lessee only held them under 
license. To tell the licensee he was to fence 
between two posts 8 miles apart was some
what vague, and he could not imagine that 
was what the hon. the .:'lfinister for Lands 
really meant. There surely must he some 
other checks between those two corner posts. 
He regretted very much that the h<m. gentlenmn 
had allowerl himself to Lecorne so irritated ; he 
(Mr. Black) he;crd nothing said that could give 
rise to it. He was under the impression th:tt 
the estimate would he allowed to go through in 
a most amicable manner, for the gener"l feeling 
of the majority of hon. members was that it 
was harclly fair to kick a man while he was 
down. By that he meant that the land system 
in trod need by the hon. member was proving 
such an utter failure that all they could do was 
to giYe him that time which he had so often 
pleaded for. It was a nmtter of very sincere 
regret to everybody that the administration of 
the land W<ts turning out so unsatisbctorily. Up 
to the present time, although the Act had been 
in force seven months, the results had been 
comparatively nil. '\Vhen the House met they 
'';ere told that all the system required was more 
time. Month after month had elapsed, and they 
found that no settlement was taking place-that 
the agricultural selector w;cs unable to get the 
land that he had been in the habit of getting. 
He knew of his own knowledge that the demand 
or agricultural settlement still continued. But 

as far as "grazing settlement was concerned he 
did not believe that, even if grazing areas were 
av<tilahle, people would be found, after the 
very serious experience of the last two years, 
to take up the land as the h<m. gentleman had 
anticipated. In some highly favoured localities 
people might be found who could make a 
living on 2,500 up to 7,000 acres; but after 
the serious vicissitudes of climate to which 
Queensland was subject, people had come to 
the conclusion, both here and in the other 
colonies, th:tt a g-razing farm of 20,000 acres 
in the interior was about the hig-hest road to ruin 
on which any man could travel. The :Minister 
for Lands anticipated last year that he would 
receive £10,000-and th;ct was consi<lered a very 
small amount-as land revenue under the new 
Act. He certainly did not quite achieve that 
resnlt, for he only got £G96. But, however small 
thnt amount might be as compared with the 
amount anticipated, the subsequent return was 
still smaller. The amount the h<m. g·entlem::m 
estimated to receive for t.he whole of the current 
ye:tr was £30,000 under the Act of 1884, but the 
amount received during the quarter ended on the 
30th September was only £380 Os. 9d. Unless there 
was going to be smno radical change, either in 
the seasons or in the dispositions of people to 
select land and settle upon it, it seemed to him 
that the expenditure of £50,000 for surveys was 
almost certain to be a dead loss of that amount. 
The Land ~'let was likely to lettd the colony into 
a most serious position, and it was only fair that 
the hon. gentleman who had been the father of 
it should accept the responsibility, and e.t the 
same time he must be prepared to accept any 
criticisms that hon. members chose to make on 
the administration of a department which was 
certain to necessitate very heavy additional 
taxation next year. 

Mr. P AL"MER asked why the only reduction 
in the vote was in the item of allowance to staff 
surveyors in the extreme northern and western 
parts of the colony ? 

The Ho:-~. Sm 'r. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. member for Bnrke must excuse him, hut 
the question immediately under discussion was 
too important to he broken in upon by the intro
duction of foreign m>etter. \Vhat the Minister 
for Lands had said about the surveys of agri
cultural and grazing farms had taken him 
by surprise. 'When the Act was passed 
there was not the slightest difference made 
with regard to the surveys for the two 
classes of farms. The survey was to be an 
accurate survey, as was practised in the Survey 
Department. There was to he no distinction 
between what was a survey for an agricultural 
far1n and whnt was to be a survey for a grazing 
farm. Now the hon. gentleman brought in a 
distinction, and told them coolly that for grazing 
f>trms it did not matter about the accuracy of 
the sur;'eY. Did the hon. member remember the 
Act which be helped to pass last ye::tr? It was 
an Act that gave grazing leases for thirty years, 
an cl leases that were likely to become permanent. 
It was a matter of the utmost importance th::tt 
the survey should be full and complete. ·what 
did the Act itself say ?-

" Before any land is s:J proclaimed open for selection 
it shall be surveyed under the dircetion of the ~urve.ror
Gcneral and divided into lots of convenient area for 
selection, with proper roads and re'lerves for public 
purpol:'e8, and such lots shall be marked on the ground 
by posts not less t1um three feet in height at the corners 
of the lms." 
If they were to go to the expen,;e of a survey 
which was to be a permanent survey, and on 
which all the roads and reserves in the district 
were to be defined, surely they ought not to 
throw away money on a survey which was only 
temporary and could he altered. No doubt the 
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hon. gentlem::m had been turned from the right 
path by the consideration that the cost would be 
so great that it would take several years' rents 
before the survey fees were repaid. Tlmt was 
one of the defects of the Bill that was pointed 
out while it was going through. \V hat they 
objected to was this : Thev were asked to 
vote £50,000 for surveys. The greater part of 
that sum was being expended in what were 
admitted to be temporary surveys, which could 
not possibly lead to confusion in regard to roads 
and selections. The selectors who were affected 
by those surveys were not tempomry holders ; 
they were thirty years' holders, with the pros
pect of perpetuity, and they were asked to spend 
money on their selections, to put up boundarie.s 
on the surveys and so on, and after all they 
might find years afterwards that the survey had 
been slummed very much in the same way as 
other surveys had been shimmed in the colony, 
whe1e it h"d been found that the points wei-e 
half-a-mile from whore they ought to h::we been. 
He did not think the hon. gentlem8.n had con
sidered for n, moment the effect of what he was 
doing. He was trying to make his Land Act 
less intelligible than it otherwise would be, and 
in order to disguise the fact he was hiding him
self under a survey that was neither legal, nor 
right, nor expedient. · 

The ::YIINISTJ~R FOR LANDS saicl the< hem. 
gentleman had stated that if the present surveys 
were carried on the lines would probably be 
foun<l somewhat out of position, and that they 
should be deferred until they could be defined 
with absolute accuracy. l3ut he would point out 
that when the trigonometrical survey was brnu~ht 
down to Brisbane it might be found that Queen 
street ought to have been at Kangaroo Point, 
and he had no doubt that that would be found 
to be the case. He was satisfied that a great 
many places would be found to be not exactly 
at the proper point, but how would that 
affect anyone holding property? Not one par
ticle. They would remain in the same posi
tion that they were in at present, ju£t as if the 
survey was correct in every particular. He did 
not attach the least importance to the objection 
the hon. gentleman raised. No doubt the cir
cumferential survey would be fairly correct, and 
as other surveys were being made out west which 
would enable the surveys referred to to be 
checked and determined with accuracy, as far as 
it coulcl be obtained by any survey, he thought 
they should be proceeded with. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman harl used an argument which 
was purely and entirely hair-splitting. He (Sir 
T. Mci! wraith) did not urge at all that the land 
out west should not be leased as grazing farms, 
but what he did advocate was that the surven 
should be the ordinary surveys of the colony:_ 
surveys of the ordinary accuracy that could be 
obtained by the use of instruments that sur
veyors generally employed. By that means they 
could obtain a survey sufficiently accurate for all 
practical purposes, and that was all they wanted. 
But circumferential surveys were made by men 
who knew that accuracy was not expected, and 
it did not matter to them if twenty y<";~rs hence 
their surveys were found to be incorrect ; but it 
was a matter of considerable importance that 
proper surveys should be made of what were 
practically permanent lenses. He believed that 
the G-overnntent were ntaking a great n1istake in 
order to hide a grave fault in the Land Act 
-namely, that the cost of surveying would 
actually come to a great deal more than the 
money they were going to get from leases for a 
long time, so that practically they would get no 
rental at all. If the hon. gentleman wanted to 
effect a reform in that he should bring in 

another amendment of the Act. In taking their 
present course the Governrnent were avoiding 
the spirit of the Act; they were bringing in a 
false ''Bruunnag-en1" snrvey to take the place of 
the survey contemplated by the Act. A ch·cnm
forential survey was never contemplated-if it 
had been it would have been mentioned-and 
they were evading the intention of the Act, he 
believed, for financial considerations. 

The PRE:VIIER said : What did all that lead 
to? It led simply to this-that the Opposition 
said the Lrtnd Act was a failure, and that there was 
no settlement under it ; and in order to prove the 
accuracy of their prophecy they said there should 
be no settlement under it so long as they could 
prevent it. :For their argument the less settle
ment there was the better ; and the longer they 
could prevent any settlement the sooner they 
would be able to prove th<>t the Act was a failure. 
The hon. g·entleman objected to the leasing of 
land in the grazing areas until ~1 per·fectly 
accurate survey was n1a.de. \Vhat war-; the 
object of the survey that was made in those 
places? That it might be known what hmrl 
might be taken up; that it might be c1ivided in 
a rational rnannet; that one ruan n1ig-ht not be 
able to take up both sides of a watercourse 
or the whole of a watershed-in fact, to pick 
the eyes out of the country. So far as the 
welfare of the colony was concerned, of what 
practical importance was it -so long as the 
people knew what bud could be taken up and 
it was marked by \Yell defined boundaries
whether they were at perfect right angles 
or not? \Vhat had it to do with the general 
welfare of the colony, either at present or in the 
future, whether two roads crossed each other 
at exact right angles-whether they were one 
or even two degrees out? \Vhat effect would 
th"t have upon those who had taken up the land? 
The land they had taken np would be marked out 
by metes and bounds, and what did it matter if 
they did not know the exact length of the lines, 
or that they were a yanl or two out ? It might 
result in the country getting a Rhilling or two 
less rent per annum, but really no luum was done 
in any way. He supposed that in days when 
there was not so much civilisation as there was 
at present people bought and sold land and did 
not bother about the precise length of boun
daries or the compass bearings. Land wa.s sub
divided and measured long before the compass 
was invented, and he supposed it would be again 
if they lost the use of it. \Vhat they h&d to do 
was to deal with the land practically-to deal 
with it in such a way as to make use of it ; and 
if they were to wait until a trigonometrical 
survey \Vas n1ade of grazing fanns, of course the 
extension of settlement throughout the country 
would be indefinitely postponed, and con
sequently the failure of the Act would be made 
manifest. 

The Ho::-.-. Sm T. :M:ciLWR)._ITH said no 
one had proposed that the surveys should be 
stopped in the outside districts until the trigono
metrical survey was completed; nor was it 
necessary for that purpose that a trigonome
trical survey should be made in the colony at 
all. The hon. gentleman wus perfectly wrong 
in saying that it did not matter whether the 
line' were at right angles or not, and that it 
would be sufllcient if they were approximately 
correct. The difficulty was not that the lines 
were supposed to be at right angles when they 
were not at right angles, but when they came 
to he properly surveyed afterwards those lines 
would be found to be far from straight and 
would have to be corrected. The hon. gentle
man seemed to consider this a temporary survey. 

The PRE:M:Il'R : All surveys are more or less 
temporary, except a trigonometrical survey. 
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The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said there 
w<ts no survey in the world tlmt was less penmt
nent than a trigonometric>~! survey, beccmse it 
wa~ nHtde up of the nloRt n1inute RuhdiviRi(lnR 
reRpecting which peor)le differed nwMt, so tlw.,t 
the hem. gentleman's explanation did not approxi
nlate to correctness in any \Yay. 

The PHEMIER : There i8 no such thing as 
perfect accuracy in a snn0y. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITHsaicl, >~t any 
rate, they could approxinmte to it ; and what he 
cmnrJlained of was that the hon. gentlernan was 
evading the true 1neaning of the ..:\_et in order to 
avoid bringing a.bout a very large expenditure
an expenditul'e so large that practic>tlly there 
would he no return from the rents of those lands 
for a long time to come. He (i:lir T. Mcilwraith) 
re1nerubered very welt \V hen he \Vas surveying in 
Victoria nearly thirty years ago, that they found 
" great many lines there--in fact, that the bulk 
of the country had been wrongly surveyed. 'l'he 
lJI'ftCtice there WU.S to give good 111ea~1U'8 to the 
men who bought the land. Instead of making a 
chain 100 linh it was made 100± links or more, 
according to the liberality of the surveyor, and 
the result had been th<tt they had to go to great 
expense to correct those snrv<eyR. The surveys 
they were now delhling with were quite as per
manent as those which were made in Victoria 
thirty years ago. He wanted to see the runs cut 
up as quickly as possible ; and so did everybody 
else, because the sooner it was clone the sooner 
would it prove the value of the country. 
The hon. gentleman said th>et the present surveys 
being canied on would cost GO per cent. le's tlmn 
a more complete survey, hut he did not think he 
was right. He thought he \l·ould find that a 
survey of those IV estern lands by theodolite and 
chain would not cost 20 per cent. more. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked the :Minister for 
JJands how the boundaries of the selections would 
be defined under the leases to he issued? 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: The 
boundaries will he between four posts. 

The MINISTER :U'OR LANDS said under 
the Act the four corners had to be marked, and 
between each post certain dbtances would inter
vene. The lessees would hold the country 
between those marks. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he should like to 
know how the leases were to bP defined. How 
was the lease to be defined so as to give the 
selector an indubitable claim for thirty or fifty 
years, as the case might he? It was no use giving 
vague answers to a VPry irnportant question. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he was 
not prepared to say what the form of lease would 
be or how it would be drawn. The land would 
be defined in the usual way in which definitions 
were inserted in leases of the Survey Depart
ment. 

Mr. MOREHBAD said the answer given by 
the hon. gentleman was something like the 
answer said to have been given where a question 
arose as to the dntie8 of an archdeacon. The 
answer was " that he was supposed to perform 
archdeaconal duties." The hon. gentleman said 
when a lease was prepared the selector would 
know what it cont<tined. Thev wanted to know 
a great deal more than that. s"urely the J'v1inister 
for Lands, having come down with a full.digested 
scheme of survey of divisions, should be able to 
tell them what they wanted to know, and he was 
sure it would be of great interest to the selector 
to know how his land was to be described in 
his lease- whc·re the starting point was, and so 
forth. 

The PREMIER said the description depended 
upon the starting point. The starting point and 

the direction had to be described. The first 
thing was to identify the starting point. He 
remembered a case where a description consisted 
of '' a line leading from a m<trked tree to another 
tree about ten miles distccnt " in a pm-ticubr 
direction. As a matter of fact, that tree was 
found twenty-five miles away in another direction, 
but that made no difference to the land inclurled 
in the lease. The two trees were identified 
and the boundary w>es found. The question of 
description, as he had said, was simply a ques
tion of st<trting point. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman knew that a c1uestion of des
cription was not a question of starting point. 
It was a question of starting point, and length, 
and g-:tting back to the starting point. The case 
referred to by the hon. member had no bearing 
on the <tuestion. The kind of survey referred to 
in a case of that kind rni~ht be right enough 
where only u rough ~nrYey was required ; and to 
sny tlutt that l >articular tree in that particular 
gully was intemled as the boundary, and not 
another tree, might answer the purpose ; that 
was a matter of proof. But the surveys that 
'vcre now being executed by the G-overn
ment were the surveys by which the 
roads anrl reqerve~ of the colony were to 
be identifier!. Matters would get into a nice 
state if, instead of roads running north and 
south, they were found to be ten or twenty 
degrees out, according to the temper of the sur
veyor or the quality of his instruments. He 
noticed that the next item was £2,i'i00 for the 
trigonometrical survey. Last year the amount 
voted was £4,000, and he should like to know the 
reason of the reduction. He could excuse "good 
deal of the laxity in the other surveys if the 
trigonometrical survey had been pushed out to 
the west. He would like to know whether it 
was really intended to diminish the staff which 
was connected with the trigonometrical survey? 

The MIKISTER FOR LANDS said that it 
was intended to diminish the staff on the trigo
nometrical survey <tnd to simj,]y carry it as far 
as Brisbane. It was not intended to continne 
it in any other direction. 

The Ho~. Sm T. :i\IciLWRAITH said that 
the survey was virtually to stop when it reached 
Brisbane? 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Yes; when it is proved 
that Queen street is in Kang>troo Point. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
thought that was a great error. A good deal of 
difficulty had been met with in making the 
survey, but much work had been done last year 
in laying clown the base line ; splendid work, in 
fact, had been donP, and it ought to have been 
earried on to the western districts, where it would 
have saved the Government an enormous sum of 
money in the shape of survey fees. As he had 
said before, a cert<tin amount of laxity might 
have been justified in the other surveys, if the 
trigonometrical survey had been carried on
which it could have been at a very little extra ex
pense. The surveys which were admitted to be only 
temporary were, it appeared, to be continued, while 
that which was the most useful was to come to a 
sndden stop. The permanent work that was 
actually doing good, and which would &ave the 
Government large sums of money, was to be left 
in abeyance except so far as Brisbane was con
cerneci. They were not particul>erly anxious to 
know the exact position of the blocks in 
Brisbane, and he believed himself that the 
principal object in pnshing on the trigonometrical 
survey wets not to put down on a map of the 
world every allotment in Brisbane; the 
object was to get a good map of the colony, 
and that work ought to have been proceeded with. 
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Instead of engrossing their attention with 
minute surveys in the neighbourhood of Brisbane, 
they should push on with the great work they 
had all been aiming at-namely, a reliable 
skeleton map of Queensland, which could then 
have the details filled in with accumcy. 

'I'he MINISTER J;'OR LANDS said he was 
not a surveyor, and knew nothing ahout the 
scientific aspects of the question. He said that 
Brisbane was one of the directions in which the 
survey came. If he had said that the head of 
the Bungil was another direction he might have 
been asked what the degree was, but could not 
have answered. All he had meant was, that the 
base of operations was at Toowoomba. They were 
not merely testing the accuracy of the previous 
surveys about Brisbane, but of all in the country 
around the base of operations. \Vith reference 
to the expenditure of money on trigonometrical 
Enrveys, it might be a vvant of knowledge on hi~ 
part, but he thought that, when they had such a 
great extent of land to deal with, money spent 
on such a survey was simply wasted. Had the 
money already spent been expended in the 
surveying of lands for selectors it would have been 
very much better for the colony. In other 
parts of the world trigonometrical surveys had 
been done without for centuries. They were 
only just completing one in England. The 
leader of the Opposition said in one breath that the 
Government had no money to spend at all, and 
in the next that it was their duty to spend 
money to test the accuracy of all surveys. K o 
doubt that would be a good thing, but he would 
be very glad, if he had £G,OOO or £7,000 to spare, 
to spend it rather on surveys to open grazing and 
agricultural farms. · 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked what would be the 
position of a selector who leased a grazing farm 
of 20,000 acres for ten years, and who was found, 
on a more accurate survey, to be holdirw 22,000 
acres? Such a contingency was bound t~ ari.1\e, 
and it must be tlmt the lease was asHailable or 
unassailable. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the 
lessee would be able to hold the land leased to 
him against anybody. If a man did hold land 
in excess of the area supposed to have been leased 
to him, but which was within the description 
given in the lease, he (the Minister for Lands) 
believed he was entitled to hold it all. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he understood then 
that the title which a grazing farmer held was 
indefeasible-that it would stand good no nmtter 
what the result of any subsequent survey mi,ht 
be. An individual who had taken up l.::'nd 
marked by four corner-pegs could hold that 
absolutely for the whole term of his lease, no 
matter how inaccurate the survey might have 
been. 

The PREMIJ~R : Of courBe he could. 

:Wr. ;}fOREHEAD said that was what was 
termed selection after survey. 

Mr. STEVENSON said that after the expia
tion given as to the effect of inaccurate surveys 
he thought the Government ought to save a 
good deal of money. Indeed, what was the use 
of ha vin:r a survey at all? 'l'he Premier, in 
stating that land which might be inaccurately 
surveyed w~s held by indefeasible title, was 
simply making food for lawyers. If affairs were 
conducted in the fashion which had been indi
cated, what was the use of going to any expense 
whatever for surveys ? A man on horseback 
knowing how many miles his horse would walk 
in an hour, could, by sticking in a post here and 
there, do the work as well. But then came 
another question : \Vho watched the posts ? 
Supposing they were pulled up and shifted, 
what would happen then? But it was absurd 
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goin~· on in that fashion. A survey was either 
accurate or inaccurate, and it wai') no use unless 
it could be depended on. · 

Mr. ::\fOREHEAD said the Act provided 
distinctly that the maximum size of a grazing 
farm should be 20,000 acres. Beyond that a 
grazing farmer could hold no more under the 
Act, but by some displacing of the posts or some 
rouf(h surveying a selector might have 22,000 
acres within the fences. He (Mr. Morehead), 
being a stickler for the law, might insist on 
having the land resuneyed, and might apply 
for the extm 2,000 acres. Could the Premier, 
with all his subtlety and ingenuity, show him 
that the lessee could still hold on to the 
2,000 acres to which he was not by law entitled? 
How would a rough survey fit in there? The 
law said distinctly that A orB should not hold 
m0re than 20,000 acres under that tenure, and 
he could get any excess if he applied for it. The 
Minister for Lttnds said he would not, ttnd he 
h>~d not the slightest doubt he would not if the 
Jliiinister for Lnmls coulcl prevent him. But if 
he took the case into the conrts of the colonv he 
would get it. A man eould not holrl more than 
20,000 acres, and if he had 2,000 acres 
in exces:; of that he (Mr. More head) could 
claim it. Tlmt was the spirit as well as the 
letter of th~ law. He urged, in th~ interests of 
the insvectors, the necessity of the survey being 
as ac~urate as ]JO'"ihle. He lmd no donbt that 
the Premier woulrl admit that he was right, and 
therefore, if he or anybody else discovered that 
any man held more than 20,000 acres, the amount 
in ex cress of that could be claimed by him or any
body el:;e. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman's 
argument simply amounted to this: that all 
human institutions were liable to error. There 
was nothing more remarkable ?,bout there being an 
errorin20,000acresthan in G40 acres. It applied to 
every pre-emptive taken up. The area allowed 
was 1,280 acres, no more and no less. The 
question had been decided over and over again 
by courts of justice. It was only a question 
of degree. There were various kind8 of surveys. 
A ourvey might be made in building a house, by 
measuring with a tape. ·when they were deal
ing with only two perches of land there could 
be almost an equal degree of accuracy. But 
when they cttme to acres, there was a greater 
liability to error, and in dealing with square 
miles there was still more liability. What the 
Government had to do was to get the most 
accurate mode of measurement practicable under 
the circumstances. That was what the Govern
ment proposed to do. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said that 
was what the Government had not done. The 
real objection he had to the prorosition of the 
Minister for Lands vras that the law laid down 
that, when a survey took place of those lands
which were really freeholds, being leased for 
thirty years, and probably for ever-all roads and 
reserves were to be laid down in that survey. What 
he complained of was that the Government 
had gone beyond the Act. The circumferential 
survey \\'a.s only a temporary survey, and known 
to be inaccurate. The Minister for Lands said it 
would be quite sufficient for the purpose; but he 
forgot that they were permanently laying down 
roads, and those roads would be found to be 
in a very different position from what they were 
now, when an accurate survey \Vas made, and, in 
addition to that, they would have gone to the 
expense of the templlrary survey, only to save, 
for a time, the ex]Jense which must in future be 
incurred. Th»t was the real difficulty, and 
neither the Minister for Lands nor the Premier 
had met that difficulty. There was another 
question that he should like to have answered, 
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There was a line being measured oi1t from 
Boulia to the western border of Queensland -
what had become of that line, and what progress 
had the South Australians made? 

'rhe MINISTER FOR LANDS said the 
South Australian survey party were at the 
Georgina River, or somewhere about there. The 
Queensland survey party had progressed abou~ 
100 miles ; but there were many difficulties in 
the way. There were long spaces of forty 
or fifty miles without water, and the surveyor 
had to leave gaps on his line in the hope of rain 
falling. He was not yet connected with the 
line that the South Australians were pushing 
forward. 

The HoN. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH asked, so far 
as the line had been run up to the Georgina by the 
South Australian Government, how much land 
had been taken, which was supposed to belong to 
Queensland, or vice verS<t ? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he did 
not know exactly how much had been taken. In 
some cases there had been a variation of five 
miles or six miles. In one case there was as 
much as eight miles. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
would recommend the hon. gentleman to study 
that question, and see whether the antediluvian 
remarks he made about the trigonometrical 
survey were altogether justified. A survey was 
being made at very little expense, which had 
showed that they had been using seven or eight 
miles of South Australian land, or the South Aus
tralians had been using that quantity of Queens· 
land land, as the case might be. Permanent 
surveys were wonderfully saving to the colony 
in the end, and until the hon. gentleman had 
pushed that trigonometrical survey forward into 
the interior they would never have a correct map 
of the colony, and the maps they had at pre
sent were no credit to them. He had not regretted 
anything so much as hearing the hon. :Minister 
for Lands say that he had come to the conclusion 
that at the present time it was useless to spend 
money on the trigonometrical survey. As a 
scientific man and a practical man, he ought to 
see the great advantage that it would be to the 
colony to have a good and accurate map by 
which they could tell, within a mile, where the 
towns in the interior were situated. That 
could not be ascertained until the trigonometrical 
survey had been pushed out, and he was sorry 
to hear that the hon. gentleman was going to 
stop it when it got nearer Brisbane. 

The PREMIER said he agreed with what the 
hon. gentleman had just said, and he thought 
his hon. colleague, in speaking about the trigo· 
nometrical survey, rather expressed his own 
individual opinion than that of the Government. 
He (the Premier) had always taken a very warm 
interest in the progress of that survey, though 
he knew his hon. friend did not quite agree with 
him upon that point. He thought it would be a 
most valuable thing for the colony. It would 
not be finished during the present year, and the 
amount on the Estimates would be sufficient to 
keep it going at the present rate of expendi~nre. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said 
there was another matter in connection with the 
survey that he would like to hear explained by 
the Minister for Lands. He did not think it 
was originally contemplated that the posi
tions of Surveyor-General and Under Secre
tary for Lands were to be distinct offices. 
He did not think it was intended that the 
Surveyor-General should have charge of the 
surveys of the colony and also of the pastoral 
branch of the Lands Department, while the 
Under Secretary for Lands had charge of the 
settled districts. He did not understand how it 

could work, and would like to know how it had 
worked, and whether, if it had worked badly, the 
Minister contemplated any change? Under the 
old arrangement the attention of the Surveyor
General was confined exclusively to surveying. 
He thought the pastoral branch should be under 
the control of another officer altogether. If the 
Surveyor-General confined his attention entirely 
to the surveys of the colony, and performed his 
duties as he believed that officer would, he would 
be a hard-worked man. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he did 
not know what the hon. gentleman saw in the 
Estimates to assume that the pastoral occupation 
branch was under the control of the Surveyor
General. Possibly he came to that conclusion 
because it was under the control of that officer 
during the greater part of the time the hon. 
gentleman was in office. He (the Minister for 
Lands) might inform the hon. member that the 
pastoral occupation branch was not now under 
the Surveyor-General ; his attention was devoted 
to the real duties of his offiee; but by virtue of 
his office he had necessarily a certain amount of 
control over the preparation of maps and plans 
for the pastoral occupation branch. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked 
when the change was made, and when it was 
intimated to Parliament? The hon. gentleman 
stated that he did not see how it could be inferred 
from the Estimates that the Surveyor-General 
had charge of that branch, but there was no 
change in the Estimates. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he did 
not think it was necessary, in making a change 
in the arrangements of a department, for the 
Th1inister to make it known to members of the 
Committee. If they asked for the information, 
of course it would be given. The change was 
made about three or four months ago; he could 
not say exactly at what date. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH said he 
was happy to hear now, for the first time, that the 
change had been made. But surely the hon. 
gentleman could not have thought of what 
he said when he stated that it was not the 
business of the Committee to know when a change 
was made. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I rise to a 
point of order. I most distinctly and emphati
cally object to words being put into my mouth. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH : What 
is the point of order ? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You mis
s~ated what I said. 

The HoN. Sm. T. MciLWRAITH: Chair! 
I rise to a point of order. Thehon. gentleman is 
not addressing the Chair. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I shall 
address the Chair now. 

The HoN. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH said : I 
ask your ruling on the subject, Mr. Chairman. 

The MINISTER .FOR LANDS said the hon. 
gentleman had stated that he had said it was 
not his business to come ~here and inform the 
Committee of any changes made in his department 
~such as putting one branch of the de]mrtment 
under a different officer. He (the Minister for 
Lands) said it was not his business to come here 
and do that. but it was his business to answer 
the question ,if it was asked him. 

'The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: ·would 
the hon. gentleman sit down? The hon. 
gentleman was speaking to a point of order, and 
in explaining the point of order he had stated 
that it was not his business to come there and 
inform hon. members of any change in his 
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department. That was what he (Sir T. 
Mcllwraith) wanted to say. The hon. gentleman 
onaht to keep enough temper to have ordinary 
intelligence to understand what was said to him. 
The hon. gentleman had told them in so many 
words that it was not his duty as a :Minister to 
come down tot he Committee and inform them that 
changes had been made in the department and if 
hon. gentlemen w:1nted to knowwhatchanges were 
made they would have to ask. "Veretheytoask the 
Ministers every day what change had been made 
in their departments? Here was a change in one 
of the most important departmento of the Gov
ermnent-where the business of one department 
was transferred to another-and no information 
had been given to the Committee. He (Hon. 
Sir T. Mcilwraith) had often been con
fused in looking for infonnation in the report 
of the Under Secretary for Lands, and 
afterwnrds had founcl it in the report of the 
Surveyol'-Geneml; and rei·od, when looking 
over information in Surveyor-General's 
report, he had su bseq twntly fonnd it in the 
report of the Under Secretary for Lands. That 
was a grievance wh eh he had brought before the 
Committee, and the Minister for Lands simply 
told him that it was not his business to tell the 
Committee what changes had been mnde. He 
(Sir T. Mcilwraith) "aid it was his business, 
and it was the business of hon. members to 
criticise any changes made by the Government. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the leader of the 
Opposition was wrong. The hon. gentleman 
evidently forgot that he was speaking to. a 
Liberal Minister, and that he was not deahng 
with a JHinister of a Conservative Government. 
It was patent to every hem. member that there 
was nothing got out of the ::'>Iinister for Lands 
unless it was dragged out, but he <lid not 
think there was very much in the hon. gentleman 
to he dragged out. He thought presumption had 
really excelled itself in the pos1tion taken up by 
the Niinister that evening. One would think 
that he was a Gladstone. He (.i'llr. Moreheacl) 
hail described him once before as a heaven-born 
:Minister ; but now the hon. gentleman posed as a 
1\Iinister who would not give any information. 
"If you want information," the hon. gentleman 
said, "you must ask for it, and if I choose~ may 
give it to you, or I may not. I am ne>t gomg to 
give you any information. No, no, hon. 
gentlemen, I am too great to do that l If any 
chang·e takes place in my departm~nt I may tell 
you, or I may not, if you ask the question." 
That was the most extraordinary position ever 
taken up by any Minister for L'mcls in that 
House. He thought it was a very good one, 
though, hecause a pm;ition of that sort very often 
disauised the ignorance of a Minister. He was 
not sure whether, if he was as ignorant as the 
Minister for Lands was, he would not adopt 
the same r6le. He recommended to hon. 
members who wished to become :Ministers to 
affect ignorance, even if they had it not. But 
the Minister for Lands had ignomnce, and there
fore had a double advantage. He (Mr. More
head) would ask the Chairman whether in his 
experience-and he had been a Chairman of Com
mittees before he (Mr. Morehead) entered Parlia
ment-he had ever heard of a Minister in charge 
of his Estimates who, when such an important 
change had taken place in his department as had 
been made in the Department of Public Lands, 
did not disclose that fact to the Committee with
out having it dragged out of him. He was 
certain that no Minister on that side except the 
Minister for Lands would have taken up the 
position he had taken up that night. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he had asked the 
Minister for Lands a question, to which he had 
received no answer. He would again ask the 

hon. gentleman when he proposed to make the 
accurate survey of holdings under the IWW Land 
Act? The Minister for Lands had informed the 
Committee that though he woul<l not volunte"r 
information he was willing to answer questions ; 
and perhaps he would now answer that que~tion? 

The JYIINISTIUl FOR LANDS said he did 
not rise to answer the hon. gentleman who had 
just sat down, because the question had already 
been answered more th::111 once. In answer to 
the charge of not giving information, made by 
the lead~r of the Opposition, he might say that 
whenever anything· connected with a Govern
ment department wa.s done, if it W<ts a matter nf 
interest to the public, it was usually mnde known 
to the public through the medium of the Gov
e?'IWWnt Gazette, so that the information was 
avrtilable, not only to the hon. gentleman, 
but to every other hnn. member. Therefore 
the hon. aentleman should not have pleaded 
ignorance 7,n the ground tlutt he (the Minister for 
J,ands) h::td not informed hon. members of the 
change, though he might have questioned the 
prudence of the change. 

The Hox. Sm T. :i\IoiLWRAITH said he 
mio-ht inform the hon. gentleman that the 
Go~ern"~ent Gazette waR a document which some~ 
times he did not study from one year's end to 
the other. The hon. aentleman himself did not 
know that the notice ~ppe[tred in the Gazette till 
he was informed by one of the officers of the 
department present. 

Mr. STEVENSON said that though the Min
ister for Lands had stnted that he would not 
am<wer the question, he would ask it again. 
~When did the hon. gentleman intend that an 
accurate survey should be made ? \Vhen were 
peOJ•le to know whether land, on which they had 
probably erected improvements, belonged to 
them or not? 

The MI:XISTER FOR LANDS said that 
whatever survey was made, thrtt would be taken 
t ') be correct. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he understood that ; 
but supposing he represented to the Government 
that there was an area of 2,000, 3,000, or 4,000 
acres included in an incorrectly surveyed grazing 
farm he assumed the Government would take 
the •~me steps as they did now with regard to 
surveying runs ; that was to s~y, if they fnund 
that a laraer area WIIS included m a run than the 
area for ~vhich rent had been paid, the extra 
rent was demanded ? That raised another 
quet>tion. \Vha,t conrse would the Governm<;>nt 
pursue on finding that a man had held a selectwn 
for four or fi \'e years which he believed to be 
correctly surveyed, but which contained an 
excess of 3,000 or 4,000 acres, not through any 
fault of the selector but through the fault of the 
Government, or the rough mode of surveying they 
proposed to adopt? \V as the selector !o be called 
upon to pay back rent for the area m excess of 
the area he should hold? Those defects would 
crop up rtnd he would ask how the Government 
propose'd to deal with them. No d':mbt it would 
be said that they would be dealt w1th when the 
question arose, but it would _be a very serious 
thing if a man under such Circumstances .were 
c>tlled upon to pay back rent, after fJC~upymg a 
holding for fifteen or twenty years, 1f 1t should 
be found to be 3,000 or 4,000 acres in excess of 
the area he was supposed to hold. If the 
Government decided not to demand back rent, 
then the selector had been enjoying property 
which he had no right to enjoy. Under the 
Act of 18fi9, if the area of a run was found to be 
"reater than the area for which rent had been paid 
for years and years, all the back rent had to:; be 
paid by the lessee who held the run at the t1me 
the mistake was discovered, '\Vas that system to 
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prevail with regard to the farms in question ? 
All those things would happen unless there was 
one accurate sy•tem of survey, and no provision 
appeared to be made to meet those cases ; in fact 
the Minister for Lands seemed to have adopted a 
scheme which would lead to all the troubles to 
which he had alluded. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman had 
made that speech several times, and the same 
explanation had been given several times. The 
hon. gentleman made a speech, and, after waiting 
for about tweuty minutes or half-an-hour, got 
up and made it again. He (the Premier) had 
already pointed out that the case to which the 
hon. gentleman referred was common to all 
human systems of measurement. There was no 
perfectly accurate system of measurement. 
There might be an error of 10 or 20 acres, or 
more, in measuring a selection under thg present 
system. It was possible to have an error of 
100 acres ; in fact, he knew of a mistake of 
500 acres in one deed of grant for a piece of land 
in the neighbourhood of Brisbane. It was 
possible that there might be mistakes under the 
system proposed, but the matter could be settled 
between the selector and the department, and he 
was sure that Parliament would step in if the 
matter could not be adjusted between the Gov
ernment and the lessee. The hon. gentleman 
might as well ask what would be the consequence 
if a man had to pay duty on so many tons of 
goods, and there was a mistake in the weighing
machine ? An accurate survey was theoretically 
possible, but it was practically impossible. If 
mistakes were made, they would be corrected as 
well as it was possible to correct them. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. member had 
not yet an•wered the question raised by the 
leader of the Opposition early in the evening. 
He was sorry to irritate the hon. gentleman, but 
the hon. gentleman was there, he supposed, to 
perform a public duty, and so was he, and he 
intended to perform it so far as he could. The 
leader of the Opposition had pointed out that 
the word " survey" was not used in any differen
tial way in the Act. He objected, and he be
lieved many hon. members on both sides objected, 
to a differential system of surveying being 
adopted. It must lead to tremendous confusion 
in the future, and to any amount of litigation ; 
and that might be the direction in which the 
Premier and Attorney-General wished the altera
tion would tend. 

Mr. STEVENSON said it was the fault of the 
Minister for Lands that the discussion was pro
longed. The hon. gentleman had volunteered 
the information that that cheap and nasty system 
of surveying was bound to be inaccurate. Who 
was going to pay for the second survey when it 
was made ? The selector had to pay for the first; 
and if it was found to be incorrect, was he to pay 
for the second? 

The PREMIER : No. 
Mr. STEVENSON : Is the Government to 

pay for it? 
The PREMIRR : The selector pays his survey 

fee when he makes his application. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said it was 
not intended to carry out any more accurate 
surveys than the one proposed. 

Mr. BLACK said that if the Minister for 
Lands had given that information in the first 
instance they would not have had the discussion 
they had had for the last hour and a-half. If 
the hon. member had stated before that the one 
survey made was to be a permanent survey, he 
would have saved all the delay that had taken 
place. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS moved that 
the sum of £2,500 be granted for the Trigono
metrical Survey. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER :B'OR LANDS, in moving 
that the sum of £850 be granted for Miscella
neous Services, said that the items for Colonial 
Botanist, destruction of Bathurst burr, and 
botanical library were the same as last year. 
There was nothing o;et down this year for forest 
nurseries, collector of indigenous timbers, or 
inquiry into diseases in animals and plants. 
There had been no results from the expenditure 
upon forest nurseries to justify that expenditure. 
To do any real good it must be carried out on a 
much more extensive scale than was possible 
with the amount set down. The collection of 
indigenous timbers was carried out last year as 
far as "the vote permitted, and for all practical 
purposes they had got as many specimens of 
indigenous timber as could be required. An 
amount for inquiry into diseases of animals 
and plants had been placed upon the Estimates 
for a good many years; but he had never heard 
of any good having come of it, and he therefore 
thought it would not be required. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would like to ask 
how the amount set down for the destruction of 
Bathurst burr was expended 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH : And, by 
the way, how is the Bathurst burr getting on ? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said that the 
money was expended in the same way as he had 
explained it was expended last year. There was 
a good deal of Bathurst burr on Crown lands in 
the settled and unsettled districts, and in the 
North. \Vhere the divisional boards undertook 
to cut it off Crown lands the Government 
defrayed the expense, and when the didsional 
boards sent in vouchers properly certifying the 
performance of the work the department paid 
for it. The work was undertaken in several cases 
by the divisional boards. 

Mr. P ALMER said it was getting late in the 
evening now, and the discussion had taken so 
long on previous items that he had not much 
time to devote to the subject in which he had 
been interested and the urgency of which he had 
endeavoured once or twice before to impress 
upon the Minister for Lands. It seemed, how. 
ever, that that hon. gentleman turned a deaf ear 
to him, and while he was Minister for Lands 
he did not expect that there would be any 
change in regard to the matter. However, 
as long as he had a seat in the House, 
he would jog the hon. gentleman's memory 
about it every year. The matter he referred to 
was the conservation of timber. The remarks 
which the hon. gentleman made about nurseries 
just now-saying that he considered the amount 
set down for them a perfect waste of money
only proved the incompetency of the persons in 
charge of them. In the other colonies the money 
so expended was not proved to have been 
utterly wasted. They had been a great success, as 
was proved by the report on the woods and forests 
of South Australia. The department in South 
Australia had proved to be a paying department. 
The expenses for nine years for that department 
was £52,752, and the revenue amounted to 
£50,000. Within the last ye:tr they had distri
buted about 400,000 trees to the farmers, at a cost 
<'lf less than a halfpenny each. They were doing 
a national work, and if the hon. member had 
introduced a woods and forests conservancy of 
that sort he would have done a great deal more 
good than he had done by the introduction of 
his celebrated Land Act, and certainly the 
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return to the colony would have been greater. 
He had called for a return the other day for 
reserves for timber and State forests, but the 
information given was very inaccurate when 
compared with the report of the Commissioner 
for Lands. The report said that no revenue 
was being derived from the reserves, but he 
found that there had been a considerable return 
from some reserves, and if they had been properly 
managed the return would have been much larger. 
The -present system was a very wasteful one. 
All the timber of the colony was being used, 
and no steps were being taken to recover the 
lands ; because the Minister for Lands was 
perfectly apathetic. Other countries had bene
fited by the system, and this colony would one 
clay see the mistake that had been made in not 
taking it up. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the 
hon. member often talked about things he knew 
nothing about, and he certainly knew nothing 
about that. He s:ctid that he (the Minister for 
Lands) took no interest in that matter. He 
undertook to say that no previous Minister for 
Lands had ever done as much as he had towards 
preserving the timber of the country. The hon. 
member said no attempt was being made to foster 
the growth of young timber. That was being 
done, though not perhaps to the extent it 
might be done if they were prepared to incur 
very heavy expense. To go through the form of 
putting £500 on the Estimates was only to affect 
to do what could not be done with such an 
absurdly small sum. The only thing that 
could be done, unless they spent a large sum 
of money, was to supervise the removal of 
timber from the timber reserves and see that the 
young trees were not destroyed. 

Mr. NOR TON said he did not see that the 
hon. member for Burke had said anything 
at which the Minister for Lands need have 
taken offence. The hon. member for Burke 
knew more, perhaps, about timber conser
vation than any member in the Committee. It 
was a subject he had been studying for 
years. The Minister for Lands spoke of the 
hon. member as continually talking about what 
he knew nothing about. Certainly most hon. 
members would agree that the hon. member for 
Burke was one of the most painstaking members of 
the House, and though they might not all agree 
with his conclusions, yet the remarks of the 
Minister for Lands were quite uncalled for. He 
(Mr. N orton) disagreed with the actions of the 
Minister for Lands quite as much as the hon. 
member for Burke did. All the money that 
had been spent on forest nurseries was to 
be wasted, because the Minister did not 
think the trees which had been planted were 
worth looking after ; but thought the only 
thing to do was to keep the timber-getters out of 
the scrubs. He would advise the Minister for 
Lands, if he wanted information on the subject, 
to apply to a gentleman in his own department, 
Mr. McDowall, who was an enthusiast on the 
subject of the conservation of timber, and knew 
more about it than most people. The forest 
nurseries had been coming on well, though, of 
course, lately not much had been done because 
of the drought; and now, by leaving off the 
vote, they were getting rid of all the good 
that had been done. At some future time 
another Minister for Lands would replace the 
sum on the Estimates, and the work would all 
have to be clone over again. If the Minister 
would look at the papers the hon. member for 
Burke had referred to he would :>ee that in 
South Australia places that had been absolutely 
destitute of timber were now surrounded with 
forests plantecJ during the last few years. What 
had been done there was an index to what might 

be clone in this colony if they would only face 
the subject instead of saying it was no good 
doing anything. Over and over again the 
Minister for Lands had told them of the great 
waste of timber, and that it would all one 
day be med up; and it was to be regretted 
that he would not continue the provision 
for protecting young plants and extend
ing their culth·ation. Last year £200 was 
put down for collecting indigenous timbers. 
The collection, he supposed, was that made by the 
Colonial Botanist and kept in the Museum. A 
collection of timbers had been made for the 
Colonial Exhibition, and if the Minister for Lands 
had not seen it it was quite worth his while to go 
and see it. · 

Mr. PALMER said the Minister for Lands 
thought it would take an enormous sum of money 
to carry out the system of propagation of the 
plants. £300 was the most ever devoted to that 
purpose in South Australia, with the result that 
they had distributed hundreds of thousands of 
plants, 95 per cent. of which throve, at a cost 
of less than a halfpenny each. The com· 
mercial value of the timber growing up was 
of immense importance. One place-J amestown 
-was formerly notorious for ophthalmia and 
sandy blight, but since it had been timbered the 
sandy blight had disappeared and the place had 
become quite a garden. The whole nature of the 
place was altered just by planting a few trees 
provided in that way by the department. He 
liked the way the Minister for Lands talked about 
ignorance, after the great knowledge he had 
displayed of his own department. The hon. 
gentleman had clone nothing but ride his own 
hobby since he had been in the House, but his 
enthusiasm did not give him enough insight into 
his own department· even to pilot his Estimates 
through. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
the Chairman leave the chair, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that before the motion 
was put he would express a hope that the next 
Estimates would be got through more expedi
tiously, and that the Minister in charge of them 
would be better informed upon them, and would 
have more know ledge about them to impart to 
the Committee than had been the case with the 
Minister for Lands. 

The PREMIER said he hoped they would 
not again witness the spectacle of two members 
coming there after an absence of several weeks 
for the special purpose of badgering and insult
ing a Minister in charge of Estimates. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said that 
no members had done anything of the sort. 
The Minister for Lands had not been badgered, 
and certainly he had not got anything like the 
castigation he deserved for the utter ignorance 
he had displayed as to the working of his own 
department. 

Question put and passed, and leave given to 
sit again to-morrow, 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER, in moving the adjournment 

of the House, said he did not know whether the 
private business on the paper would occupy 
much time or not, but if it did not, and the 
House, after private business, was disposed to 
go into Government business, they would go 
on with Committee of Supply. 

The House adjourned at eighteen minutes to 
11 o'clock. 




