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Formal Motion.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, 14 October, 1885,
Question.—Formal Motion.—Elections Bili—considera-
tion in committee of the Legislative Council’s
amendments.-—3fotion for Adjournment.—Message
from the Legislative Council.—Undue Subdivision
of Land Prevention Bill-recommittal, —Friendly
Societies dct of 1876 Amendment Bill—committee.
—Supply-—resumption of committee.—Adjournment.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past

3 o'clock.
QUESTION.
Mr. STEVENS asked the Colonial Secretary—

If the Government have yet made any arrangement
for the introduction of immigrants from Germmany
direet?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. S.'W.
Griffith) replied—
The Government have not yet made any arrangement,
FORMAL MOTION.
The following formal motion was agreed to :—
By Mr. ANNEAR—

That there be laid upon the table of the House—

1. A return showing the number of tons of manu-
tactured wrought iron work indented from Great Britain
tor railway rolling-stock, from the 1st of January, 1883,
to date.

2. The number of tons now under indent and the price
per ton, covering all charges when landed in the colony.

[14 OcrosEr.]
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ELECTIONS BILL—CONSIDERATION IN
COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL’S AMENDMENTS.

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. S. W,
Griffith), the Speaker left the chair, and the
House resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole, to consider the Legislative Council’s
amendments in this Bill.

On cl&use 61, m which it was proposed to oxmt
the word “six” and insert the word  four,”
and also to add at the end thereof the followmvf
words :—

“Provided that the Governor in Council may direct
that the voting shall, in any electoral distriet, or at uny
polling place or places in an electoral district, terminate
at any hour later than 4 o'clock, but not later than
6 o’clock, in the afternoon, and in any such case the
voting shall terininate at the time so directed accord-
ingly.”

The PREMIER said the amendments made
hy the Legislative Council in that clause were
these : They proposed that the poll should close
at 4 o’clock instead of 6 o’clock as was proposed
by the Committee, with a discretionary power
to the Governor in Council to extend the time
to 6 o’clock at any particular polling place or
polling places where that might be desirable.
He believed himself that the amendment was an
improvement. In the greater number of cases
4 o’clock would be late enough, but there were
exceptional cases in which 6 o'clock would be
more convenient. The clause was not passed in
the shape the Government originally intended,
but now it was more in the form they desired.
He moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. KATES said he was very glad that the
Premier had decided to agree to the amend-
ment., When the clause was passed by the Com-
wmittee it was passed hurriedly. There were
many places in the country where there were
only a few votes to be polled, and where 4 o’clock
would be late enough; and as the Governor in
Council would have the power to extend the
time to 6 o’clock when it was considered neces-
sary, he thought the amendment was a good one,
and that it should be accepted by the Com-
mittee.

Question put and passed.

On clause 81, in which it was proposed to insert
the following new paragraph—

“ The returning officer shall also examine the rolls
which have been used and marked by himself and the
presiding officers at the several polling places, and
asecrtain whether any electors appear to have voted at
more than one polling place, and shall maks out x list
showing the names and nwumbers of all electors who
appear to have so voted at more than one polling place,
and shall forward a copy thereof to each of the candi-
dates, and shall enclose the original list in the scaled
pac I\et to be madeup by him as hm(\maf(ex provided.”

The PREMIER said the amendiuent in that
clause imposed upon the returning officer the
duty of going through the rolls which had been
used at an election, after he had received them
from the presiding officevs, with the view of ascer-
taining whether any elector had voted at more
than one polling place. That would be a very in-
teresting fact to know in each case, and would be
of great assistance to candidates if they wished
to take any steps to petition against the election.
Of course, the information was available now if
they had a scrutineer at each polling place, but
not otherwise. He thought that on the whole
the amendiment was a good one. It would give
the returning officer some additional trouble, but
except where there was a large number of polling
places that trouble would not be considerable.
He moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

On clause 82, in which it was proposed t0 omit
the words “ If he is then registered as an elector
of the electoral district’
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The PREMIER said the Council proposed an
amendment in that clause enabling the returning
officer to give his casting vote in the event of a
tie, whether he was a registered elector or not.
That raised an extremely nice point. The
returning officer must be an elector when he
was appointed. He might afterwards cease to
be an elector, and in that event, of course,
not being an elector, he ought not to vote,
and if there was a tie he could not give a
casting vote to decide which candidate was
elected. What would happen after that he (the
Premier) confessed he did not know. In England
both members were entitled to be sworn, but
neither of them could do anything. Here he
supposed a fresh writ would have to be issued.
After carefully weighing the argmnents for and
against the amendment, he was disposed to think
that perhaps the balance of convenience was on
the side of allowing the returning officer to give a
casting vote. Hetherefore moved that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

Mr. STEVENS said he thought they should
not pass that amendment hurriedly, but that they
should give it some consideration. It seemed to
him an absurd thing to send a man from one
district into another where he was not an
elector, and in which he had no interest what-
ever, and allow him to decide by his casting
vote an election which might be of vital impor-
tance to the district. He thought it would be very
much fairer to have an election over again in
case of a tie, than to allow it to be decided by a
man who had no personal interest in the dis-
trict.

Mr. ARCHER said if the parties in an elec-
torate were very evenly balanced he did not see
that any harmn would be done by the returning
officer giving a casting vote. He thought the
amendment proposed by the Legislative Council
was an undoubted improvement, and that it
should be accepted by the Committee.

Question put and passed.

~The PREMIER moved that the Legislative
Council’s amendment in clause 101, which was
purely a verbal one, be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Crair-
MAX left the chair and reported that the Com-
mittee had agreed to the amendimnents of the
Legislative Council. The report was adopted,
and it was ordered that the Bill be returned to
the Legistative Couneil with a message intima-
ting the concurrence of the House with the
amendments.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

The Hown. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr.
Speaker,—I want to bring before the House a
matter which I think is one of necessity, and
which the Government and the House ought to
know all the particulars of. A few years ago
it was agreed between the Post and Telegraph
Department and the Railway Department to
appoint officers who should be servants jointly of
both departments. That was done for purposes
of economy. In many places there are station-
masters to whom the Railway Department could
not afford to give an adequate salary, but by
being put in chargy of the post-office, and in
some cases the telegraph office, attached to the
station, their remuneration is increased so that
they can live. In many cases it is a bare living.
I believe the system has worked very well—at
least, it has worked in the interests of the
colony—and I never heard any compaints about
it while T was in office. Six or sevenmonthsago the
Telegraph Departnent, thinking probably to re-
duce theirexpenditure, made an arrangement with
the Railway Department that in some instances,

[ASSEMBLY.] Motion for Adjournment.

when a change of officers took place, a reduction
in the postal or telegraphic salaries should be
made. Of course, the Railway Department had
nothing to do but submit, and [ believea circular
on the subject was issued by the Commissioner.
Immediately afterwards the Telegraph Depart-
ment made another arrangement by which the
salaries of certain officers were to be reduced
from the 1st of July, and that has been carried
into effect., Now, I suppose there are nearly a
dozen railway stations where a reduction has
been made, and in some cases the salaries have
been brought down below the cost of bare
living. I take, as an example, a railway sta-
tion and telegraph office with which I am
well acquainted, as I live near it — the
Hagle Farm Junction. The master in charge of
that station is, I believe, a very good railway
servant, and has been a very long time in the
service. His daughter, two years ago, was
appointed telegraph operator, at a salary of £40
a year. Besides doing the telegraphic work for
the public, she does, of course, the telegraphic
worl for the Railway Department, and, in addi-
tion to that, she gives material assistance to her
father in working the station. It happens that
at that particular station there are a good many
awkward curves, which prevent the station-
magster from seeing along the line ; the points by
which the station is worked are 150 yards from
the signals, and there are three setsof signals. The
daughter’s salary has been reduced since the 1st
of July to £10 a year—3s. 10d. a week. Task any
person if it is possible for a girl seventeen years of
age to live on 3s. 10d. a week? We have heard a
good deal about *The Song of the Shirt,” but I
think the song of the telegraph operator in such
cases can quite match it.

Mr. ARCHER: Tick, tick, tick !

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Yes—tick,
tick, tick, instead of ‘‘stitch, stitch, stitch.”
Another strange thing in connection with the
case is this : When the girl did not get her usual
salary at the end of the month, of course she
wrote to the Superintendent of Telegraphs,
asking why the reduction had been made.
He replied the next day that he had nothing to
do with her salary—it was £10 a year, and he
had nothing more to do with it ; and he referred
her to the Railway Department. Four letters
have passed from her and her father to the
Railway Department without drawing forth an
explanation or answer of any kind. I believe
the same is the case at other stations. There is
a great deal of discontent amongst the railway
servants, as they are uncertain when and by
how much their salaries may be reduced
without the slightest explanation. I have heen
informed that there have been one or two resig-
nations in consequence, The Telegraph Depart-
ment may be justified in trying to work with
economy, but they should not do it by beginning
at the lowest grade. They should begin with
salaries which might be reduced without affect-
ing the cost of living. Again, if the Railway,
and Postal, and Telegraph Departments are to
reduce salaries in every place that does not pay,
how many vost-offices and railway stations in the
colony will be shut up altogether ? How many
more reductions are yet to be made I do not
know. I have brought the matter before

the Minister for Works, the Commissioner
for Railways, and the TUnder Secretary

for the Post Office, and I am now obliged to
bring it before this House. But that iz not the
only matter. On the South Coast Railway
there are three station-masters to whom the Post
Office Department still pays salaries. I may
say that in the arrangement made between the
Telegraph Office and the Raillway Department
the money was not paid from the Post Oftice to
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the individual, but was handed in a lump sum
to the lewa.y Department ; and the railway
pay-clerk pald each individual, That system
has not been lately adopted by the Post Office,
They thought they would have more guarantee of
being paid for stamps or any little balances that
might arise between the officer and the depart-
ment, by holding the individual responsible
therefore the Post Office salaries are paid
to the officer personally. The officers at the
three stations I have mentioncd have, under
instructions from the Traffic Department, been
actually compelled to send the cheques they
received from the Post Office to the Trafiic
Manager’s office. They have never seen the
cheques since, and have received no explanation
whatever. I think it is time the system was
inquired into. I donot hold the Minister for
Works responsible; but I think the Premier
himself ought to inquire into this matter. There
is something very strange in connection with if,
The Minister for Works knew nothing of it
until I told him, and the Commissioner for
Railways knew very little more. Now, there
must be something radically wrong about
a  department when such a reduction takes
place without the responsible head of the depart-
ment knowing anything about it. If the salaries
of those oflicers are not paid by the Telegraph
Department they ought to'be paid by the Rail-
way Department ; they must be paid by some
department, Because the two departments do
not work well together, that is no reason why the
operators should be wround between them like 2
grain between two “millstones. The money is
Voted by this House, and should be paid to the
servants for whom it iy voted. I move the
adjournment of the House.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
Miles) said : Mr. Speaker,-—The hon. member i
quite right in saying that he brought this matter
under my notice. I knew nothing at all about
the telegraph operators’ salaries being reduced
until he told me, but the moment the hon.
member mentioned it to me I made inquiries
into the circumstances of the case. I found that
there had been communications between the
Tmﬁ(, Depwrtmult and the Telegraph Depart-
ment in connection with the pay of the operators
on the South Coast line at the time that
line was opened to Beenleigh. The Traffic
Manager thought it would be better that
the station-master should receive his whole
salary from the Railway Department, and not
have a portion from that department and the
other part from the Telegraph Department.
I think the hon. member ix mistaken when
he says that the station-master’s salary was
reduced. A cheque had been sent by mistake
from the Telegraph Department to the station-
master, and it was returned because the rail-
way officials had already drawn their {ull pay
from the Railway Department. At all events
that is the information I have received. With
reference to the reduction of the salaries for
the telegraph operators on the line, that was
entirely done at the instance of the Tele-
graph Department, but the moment the Traffic
Manager’s attention was drawn to it he wrote
to the Telegraph Department remonstrating with
them for reducing the salaries. They declined
to pay any more than they originally paid.
Since the matter was brought wnder my notice T
have taken steps to see that those operators will
havewhatever has been deducted from their usual
salaries refunded to them. T think the time has
arrived now when all persons employed on the
railway line should be paid their salaries by the
Railway Department alone and should not draw
them from two sources; and whatever allowances
may be made by the Telegraph Department
should be paid into the Railways. It is always
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inconvenient to have officers of a departmens
paid from two sources. However, I have pro-
mised that whatever deductions may have been
made from telegravh operators’ salaries shall be
refunded as soon as I get the necessary informa-
tion as to what the de: :1uct10ns amount to.

Mr. ISAMBERT said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
very glad to have heard the remarks of the
Minister for Works and to be assured that this
matter will be attended to. I also have received
a complaint, that one station-master has been
reduced by as much as £20 per annum ; and I
promised to bring the matter before the House
s0 as to have it investigated. Tam very glad
the hon. member for Townsville has brought the
subject before the House.

Mr. KATES said: Mr. Speaker,—I know a
cage similar to the one referred to by the hon.
member for Rosewood. It is that of an officer
who was for several years in receipt of £40 per
annum, and only last week he was reduced to
£20. An alteration’ of that kind should never
have been made by any department. 1 am glad
the Minister for Works is prepared to undo all
this mischief, and refund those servants.

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,—I
agree with members who have spoken on both
sides of the House, that a great injustice has
heen done in the case of the telegraph operators.
T have always maintained that these opera-
tors have been underpaid. They require a
technical edumtlon and yet are paid the lowest
galaries, And, if the hon. wember for Towns-
ville had not raised the question, very probably
they would have been ground down still lower.
With regard to the £12 a year which a certain
station-master on the South Coast line received,
the Minister for Works has said that there is no
actual reduction of salary so far as he knows, I
am told, however, that at the end of each quarter
a cheque for £3 is sent to the station-master, but
that he cannot use it. He gets a letter always
from Mr. Thallon to send the cheque back
to him, and then he sees it no more for
ever. That is the information T have received ;
also, that there have been reductions of salaries
which were already so miserable as to be hardly
enough to keep body and soul together. The
Minister for Works ought to get information
from his own department on this subject, and
not look for it from the outside publie. I
know the relations between the Telegraph and
Railway Departiments are continually strained.
They at least were so at the time I was Post-
master-General.  Jealousies exist between the
pertnanent heads of the departments which
ought to be removed. Iam very glad to hear
from the Minister that the telegraph operators
are to be put right, and that other officials; now
poorly paid, are not to suffer still further
reductions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: Mr.
Speaker,—With the permixsion of the House, I
would say that it is very much to be regretted
that the parties whose salaries were reduced did
not communicate with the head of the depart-
ment at once. I assure the House that I was
not aware of the reductions, that T had no know-
ledge of them until the matter was brought under
my notice by the hon. member for Townsville,
I can only assure the House again that justice
will be done, and that T will have a thorough
inquiry into the matter.

Mr. ALAND said : Mr. Speaker,—There isone
matter mentioned by the hon. member for Towns-
ville which the Minister for Works has taken
no notice of. That hon. member said that one
employé wrote fourletters to the Railway Depart-
ment, and that none of them were acknowledged.
Now, I think that is going too far. Th
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humnblest individual in the Government Service
should have his letters answered if they are
respectfully written, and should not be compelled
to write four times, and then not get an answer.
It strikes me that the responsible head of the
department should have those letters brought
ander his notice. If they are such as should
come before him they should have been placed
before him before now.

Mr. SCOTT said : Mr., Speaker,—It appears
to me from what has fallen from hon. members
that the Telegraph Department has got very
hard-up indeed. I would just point to the fact
that the department is now making a charge for
porterage. I live a short distance out of town—
at Milton—but within the delivery of the penny
post. Formerly telegrams for me used to be
delivered free, but now I find that for telegrams
brought to me there I have to pay 6d. or Is. for
porterage. It is not done by any fixed rule, but
at the caprice of the officer of the day, orelse by
someone in the endeavour to earn an honest
penny. At any rate the matter is well worth
ncquiring into.

The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,—I have
just one word to say on this question.  Friction
between departments of the Public Service is ex-
tremely to be deprecated. Indeed, it is not only
to be deprecated: it should be put down with the
strongest possible hand. All the departments
of the Government are one service—they are
servants of the people of the country—and any
difference between themselves ought not to be
tolerated, or at least ought not to be allowed to
cause inconvenience to the public. I speak rather
warmly on this matter, because I remember when
this system was first introduced, of arranging that
certain station-masters should act as telegraph
masters where there was not work enough for two
persons, I was Minister for Works at the time
and I know the difficulty there was then to over-
come the friction between the two departments.
I succeeded, however, in conjunction with the
then Postmaster-General, Mr. Mein, in over-
coming the friction, and I was under the im-
pression that things had gone on all right ever
since.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: So they
have, till lately.

The PREMIER : I think the arrangement is
a good one, and the officers of the department
should not endeavour to give effect to their
original objections in that way after so many
years’ experience of it.

Mr. MACFARLANE said : Mr. Speaker,—
This complaint appears to have beenmade known
pretty widely, It has also come to my notice
that those station-masters have had their salaries
reduced to the amount, I understand, which
they receive from the Telegraph Department.
The remark of the Minister for Works, that
persons who have complaints to make should
make them direct to the head of the department,
is all very well, but if anybody did so there
would be such a hue and ery amongst the under-
strappers that he would soon be a marked man,
I do not see why the Minister should be troubled
with complaints that can be rectified by the
under secretaries, but he should insist on their
bringing before his notice all complaints of more
than ordinary seriousness.

Mr. ARCHER said: Mr. Speaker,—It is
quite evident that it would never do for every
officer in a department to write direct to the
Minister. Ordinary complaints must naturally
be left to the subordinate, who has a special
knowledge of the case. The thing is to see that
that subordinate does his duty properly in bring-
ing the matter before the Minister. Although
it will be a great mistake to allow direct com-
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munication to be made to the Minister, still T
am satisfied, with what has fallen from the hon.
gentleman, that he will see that in future his
attention is called even to the most minute com-
plaints.

Mr. BEATTIE said: Mr. Speaker,—I agree
with the hon. member for Blackall that it would
be undesirable to allow all complaints to be sent
to the head of the department, but in a case
like the one mentioned, where four letters have
been sent to a subordinate without getting an
answer, the persons making the complaint would
be quite justified in writing to the Minister.
After the promise the hon. gentleman has made
to the House, T trust he will put a stop to his
subordinates lowering or increasing salaries at
their own beck and nod. It isan extraordinary
thing that an under officer should be allowed to
reduce the salary voted by Parliament to other
otficers of thedepartment. I wasglad to hearthe
Premier say that he deprecated anything like fric-
tion between the departments. All the depart-
ments should be considered as one departient for
the benefit of the general public. But it is a fact
that the officials of one department look down
upon the officials of another; they look upon
them as commoner men and treat them with very
scant respect indeed, The Traffic Department, for
instance, is looked upon with anything butrespect
by many of the other departments, although the
officers in it are the hardest-working men in the
service. They are treated simply as common indi-
viduals ; they are not in the higher walks of life.
The idea of reducing a young woman’s salary from
£40 to £10! The thing is so monstrous that I
hope the Minister for Works will deduct it from
the salary of the individual who caused it to be
made. Itwill teach him alesson not to do it again.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : I am very
glad that I brought this matter before the House,
although I certainly would not have done so if T
could have got an assurance from the Minister
for Works, the Comumissioner for Railways, or
the Under Secretary that the thing would hbe
rectified. I am satisfied with the promise made
by the Minister for Works. Whether a mistake
has been made about the South Coast Railway
or not, I do not know, but it is a fact that
the Under Secretary of the Post Office does
not recognise the Railway Department as
paymaster of Post Office officials. He makes
no mistake as far as he is concerned. The
cheques are sent to these officers, and they are
ordered by the Traffic Inspector to be sent
back to the Traffic Manager’s office. I am glad,
however, that the hon. gentleman intends to
inquire into the matter and have it rectified.
1 also agree with what was said by the hon.
member for Blackall about the inadvisableness
of allowing all complaints to be made direct to
the head of a department; but in the particular
case in question the individuals who wrote the
letters were certainly entitled to a reply. When
an individual becomes a pest by writing it is
time he should leave the service, but until then
his complaints should be attended to. I beg to
withdraw the motion.

Motion withdrawn accordingly.

MESSAGE ¥YROM THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER informed the House that he
had received a message from the Legislative
Council, returning the Probate Act Amendment
Bill without amendment.

UNDUE SUBDIVISION OF LAND PRE-
VENTION BILL—RECOMMITTAL.
Upon the Order of the Day being called for
the third reading of this Bill—
The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,—I move
that this Order of the Day be discharged from
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the paper, for the purpose of recommitting the
Bill, to correct verbal errors in one of the
clauses.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker
left the chair, and the Bill was recommitted for
the purpose of reconsidering clause 8.

The PREMIER said hon. members would
remember that yesterday, when they were con-
sidering the clause which now stood as clause 9
of the Bill, it was suggested that provision should
be made for the transfer or conveyance of land
to Her Majesty, or on account of the Public Ser-
vice. An amendment to that effect wasmade in
that clause, and he had noted that it would be
necessary to recommit the Billin orderto make a
corresponding amendment in clause 8, but he
forfmt to do so. He moved that the words

“(3 ) A transfer of land to Her Majesty or any
person on behalf of Her Majesty or on account
of the Public Qervme ” be mserted in clause 8 at
the bottom of page 2

Amendment put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, a further
verbal amendment was made in the next line of
the clause by omitting the words ‘ conveyance
or.”

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the CHAIR-
MaN left the chair, and reported the Bill to the
House with further amendments.

The report was adopted, and the third reading
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for to-
MOITow.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT OF 1876
AMENDMENT BILL—COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker
left the chair, and the House went into Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider this Bill in detail.

Preamble postponed.

Clanse 1— Repeal of part of sec. 1 of 40 Vic,
No. 13”—put and passed.

On clause 2, as follows :—
“The Registrar-General of Queensland shall be Regis-
trar of Friendly Societies.”

Mr. NORTON said it was stated in the course
of the discussion last night—he did not know on
what authority — that the Registrar-General
would not be able to undertake this work, or
rather that he would not be able to carry it out
properly. It was stated that it would require the
appointment of an actuary to do it properly.
Could the Premier inform the Comumittee if the
work could be done in the Registrar-General’s
Office ?

The PREMIER said he had satisfied himself
that the work could be done in the Registrar-
General’s Office much more satisfactorily than
anywhere else, because the greater part of it was
statistical. Some of it was actuarial, and for
that special work the services of an actuary
would have to be employed. But, as he had
said, the greater part of 1t was statistical, and
that could be properly done only by persons
who were conversant with it.,  That was the
reason why he had introduced the Bill after
full consideration. The correspondence laid
upon the table yesterday he had seen before,
but had almost forgotten, and upon reading it
again it strongly confirmed him in that view.
As he had stated last evening, he was con-
vinced that to transfer the matter to the
Registrar-Gieneral’s Department would be by
far the most economical, as well as the most
efficient, way of doing the work. Of course it
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would necessitate some extra expenditure, but |
the cost would be much less than having a
separate staff in the Supreme Court Department.

Mr. ALAND said the hon. the Premier had
stated that part of the work was actuarial.
Would it necessitate the employment constantly
of the services of an actuary, or would he be
employed only from time to time, and could the
services of such a person be secured in that way?

The PREMIER said that calculations would
have to be made every year, but there would not
be enough work to keep an actuary employed all
his time, by any means.

Mr. SMYTH said he felt satisfied from what
he knew that one actuary would not be able to
do the whole of the business. Kach of those
societies had a number of branches—he knew one
that had fifty-eight in Queensland. On arough
calculation there were over 200 branches of ons
kind and another, and if all the work in
connection with them was done properly it
would be very laborious. There was a statement
in a return furnished to the House yesterday,
which said that it cost about £1,700 to complete
the returns in Victoria, and that it took about
ten clerks to do the work. If the workin Queens-
land was properly carried out it would take two
or three individuals. In addition to the friendly
societies, were not also building societies included
under the Act?

The PREMIER : Yes.

Mr. GROOM said he was very glad that the
Government had taken steps to carry out the
Act. He held in his hand returns which those
societies were supposed to furnish to the Govern-
ment, and he was perfectly sure that a con-
siderable amount of clerical agsistance would be
required to analyse them. He knew one society,
a friendly society, where the conduct of the
secretary had excited suspicion, and when an
expert was called in to examine the accounts
they were found o be £200 short. If the returns
had been furnished to the Government annually,
and had been checked by an officer in the
Registrar-General’s department, that discrepancy
would have been accounted for, and the working
men’s savings entrusted to that society would
have been placed in better hands ; so that there
was an absolute necessity for having those
accounts checked by a competent person. He
held in his hand the report of the annual
meeting of the Manchester Unity Indepen-
dent Orxder of Oddfellows, which was attended
by 550 delegates from all parts of Great
Britain, and found that all the speakers
who addressed the meeting spoke in the highest
terms of the Friendly Societies Act, and of the
great amount of good which had been done to
the society, and the amount of saving which had
been effected. The Act had also revealed the
true state of many of the branches of the order
which had been believed to be thoroughly
solvent. He had a copy of the fourth annual
report of the Government Statist of Vietoria,
Mzr. Hayter, a copy of which was also supplied to
each of the friendly societies, so that they might
be able to check the return of the Government
officers by their own books; and the result was
that they were able to see at a glance whether a
society was solvent or not. The amount of
money deposited in those societies was some
times very considerable. In Great Britain
alone, the accumulated funds of the Manchester
Unity amounted to nearly £6,000,000 sterling ;
so that hon. members would see how necessary
it was that some gentlemen of ability, who
vnderstood thoroughly the working of those
societies, should be appointed to inquire into
their positions, and see whether they were
thoroughly solvent or mnot. It required a
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great deal of knowledge to go into many of
the matters connected with them, and that
was where the great advantage of an examina-
tion of their accotnts by computent officers caie
in. A great many working men were paying
money into societies with a view of receiving a
“sick allowance,” or securing an allowance to
their widows in case of their death; and, unless it
were proved beyond dispute that those zocieties
were in a thoroughly solvent state, confidence in
the minds of the working men would be des-
troyed as to whether thq would receive any
benefit or not. The whole of the speakers, in-
cluding some of the highest officers in the order,
at the session held last year, bore testunony
to the excellent working of the Act, particu-
larly in Victoria. The valuable information
collected there had satisfied the officers of the
order in England that since the establishment of
the Friendly Societies Act in that colony an
immense amount of good had been done, and
public confidence had been gained to a very
large degree. No doubt some hon. gentlemen
would ask what was the use of going nto those
particulars, but he would read to the Committee
one paragraph from the report of Mr., Hayter,
th.ed(}overnment Statist of Vietoria, in which he
said ;—

“In eonclusion, I may observe that I have made in-
quiries of some of the leading members of friendly
societies, with the view ol aseertaining whether sufii-
cient advantage is derived from the friendly societies’
statisties to compensate for the trouble and expense
attendant npon their annual collection, preparation,
and publication? And in reply I am assured that as g
means of checking improper practices in dealing with
the funds they are most valuable; the probability being
that many an irregularity would be committed did not
a strong 1mpression exist that these statistics would
be the means of bringing it to light. The valuations give
an account of the position of a society at a given tine,
but the statistics contain a record of its proceedings be-
tween the periods of valuations, and show whether the
funds ave honestly and economically adininistered, and
kept properly invested, precantions without which the
valuations would be of little use.”

That was exactly what he was explaining. From
his own knowledge, a society, which he need not
name, had, during the last six months or eight
months, discovered defalecations to the extent
of. £200; but had the accounts been properly
audited some twelve or fifteen months ago by
a competent person that society would not have
been mulcted to that extent. The Government
had taken a wise course in endeavouring to
carry out the provisions of the Act, which had
been proved to be so successful in Great Britain,

Mr. BEATTIE said there was no doubt that
the Act would do a great deal of good, and he
would be very glad to see the proposed alteration
made; but it would be necessary to have some
one to agsist the Registrar.

The PREMIER : Of course it wilL

Mr. BEATTIE said a lodge might have a
great deal of money to its credit at a bank,
and at the same fime not be in a solvent
condition.  That was the information that
lodges generally required. The hon. member
for Gympie said the scheme could not be
carried out without a very large expenditure;
but he thought it could be done with a very
small expenditure. Most of the work to be
done by the Registrar-General would be of a
statistical character, and an actuary would only
be engaged periodically to make up the return.
He would point out that the society referred to
by the hon. gentleman (Mr. Groom), in which
defalcations had been made by the secretary to
the extent of £200, could not have been a friendly
society, because it was a matter of impossibility
that that should occur, unless a very large
number of the executive officers were mixed up
in the transaction. It could not have been a
purely friendly society.
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society.

Mr. BEATTIE said that all the information
in connection with the matter ought to be given
to the colony generally, because any society of
that description in existence in Queensland ought
to be held up to public scorn by every working
man, for his own protection and that of his wife
and family. He had been connected withfriendly
societies here for the last thirty years and had
known of defalcations taking place, but they were
generally caused by the careless manner in which
the executive officers attended to their business,
and the auditors must be as guilty as the
secretary who committed the defalcations. IHe
therefore thought the Government were acting
wisely in making the alterations proposed in the
Bill, with the view of having the provisions of
the Friendly Societies Act enforced. e under-
stood from the Premier that it wus the intention
of the Government to employ an actuary to
make an examination into the affairs of friendly
societies, ascertain the ages of members, and make
a reburn showing the solvency or otherwise of
the various benefit societies established in the
colony. That would do a great deal of good,
and he was perfectly satisfied that the societies
at present in existence in Queensland would not
object to contribute towards the expenses of
such an officer, as they wished to obtain
the information which it was proposed the
actuary should furnish. The society with which
he (Mr. Beattie) was connected had been
seriously considering, for the past three months,
whether they should send a full statement of the
affairs of the whole of their branches in this
colony to Mr, Templeton, of Vietoria, in order
to get his opinion on the subject. He believed
that information could be got from that gentle-
man which would allay any fears there might
be in the minds of members as to the solvency of
the society. He must repeat that he was sorry
to hear the statement made by the hon. member
for Toowoomba (Mr. Groom) in reference to
the defalcations of a certain official, because he
was certain that the hon. gentleman would not
have made that statement if there had not been
some foundation for it.

Mr. SMYTH said that, in justice to the hon,
member for Toowoomba, he must state that he
could corrobrate everything the hon. gentleman
had said respecting the defalcations by the secre-
tary of the benefit society to which he had
alluded. It was a branch society, and the secre-
tary did appropriate £200 in cash, but he was

not prosecuted, because the branch was unregis-
tered. He (Mr. Smyth) believed that if the
Attorney-General would inquire he would find
that not one-fourth of the friendly societies in
the colony were registered. Consequently, the
members had no protection against defalcations,
because the society had no standing in a court of
law.

Mr. BEATTIE said that was just the point.
Societies which were not registered were only
co-operative companies, and that Bill would not
apply to them until they were registered under
the Friendly Societies Act.

The Hown. J. M. MACROSSAN said that,
since the passing of the Friendly Societies Act
until a short time ago, hon. members had
laboured under the delusion that the work of
administering the provisions of the Act would
be done by the Registrar of the Supreme Court.
He found, on reading the correspondence on that
matter, that it was an impossibility for that
officer to have done the work at any time since
the passing of the Act; and, of course, every
year it was becoming more impossible for him to
do it. And he (Hon. Mr. Macrossan) did not
think it would be done by the Registrar-General.

GROOM : Tt was a purely friendly
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The PREMIER : He will be able to get it done.

The Hox., J. M. MACROSSAN said that
if that officer got the work done he would
certainly require more than one additional clerk,
which the Prewmier appeared to think would be
sufficient. In Victoria the Registrar of Friendly
Societies had a large staff, and did not do all the
work ; the Registrar did the legal work, and the
Government Statist did the statistical part and
drafted the report for Parliament. An actuary
was employed in that colony, and an assistant
actuary, with several supernumerary officers, and
altogetherthe work cost about £1,700. Mr. Jordan,
when Registrar-General, stated, in a letter dated
the 21st of May, 1883, that the number of societies
in Queensland was about the same as the number
in Vietoria. Of course, the number of members
was not so great, but he (Hon. Mr. Macrossan)
did not see how the work could be done for much
less than it cost in Vietoria, if it was to be done
well, and he thought that if they did it at all it
ought to be done well. It was clear from what
had falien from the hon. member for Toowoomba,
that it was time the working men understood the
position they were in, and that friendly societies
must be registered if they wished to secure the pro-
tection of the law, and have some kind of guaran-
tee that the money raised by them would not be
wasted. He thought that if an actuary was
appointed that officer should see that the contri-
butions of members were really large enough to
meet the demands that would be made upon the
society when those members who had joined
young became old. That was the danger which
it had been pointed out had existed in Vietoria.
Societies were established in that colony in the
early days of settlement, and those who were
young then were old now. The societies had a
large amount of money to their credit, no doubt,
but the difficulty was whether that would be
sufficient in the course of ten years to meet their
liabilities. He thought that information of that
kind should be obtained in Queensland.

The PREMIER said he quite agreed with
what the hon. member had said. 1t was very
important that the information to which he
alluded should he given, and it would be one of
the first duties of the Registrar-General to obtain
it. Of course it would be understood that he
(the Premier) did not say that the Registrar-
General personally would do the work, but he
thought that that officer was the fittest person to
supervise the work, and that was the reason
for the introduction of the Bill. The Regis-
trar-General had large experience of statistical
methods, and many officers of his department
were also trained to that kind of work., He
(the Premier) was quite sure that Parliament
would approve of any expenditure necessary to
ensure the work being done properly.

Mr. JORDAN said that the Attorney-General
last year stated that with the assistance of an
additional clerk the Registrar of the Supreme
Court could carry out the provisions of the Act.
That additional assistance was granted : a clerk
was appointed for that purpose, and the Attorney-
General expressed the opinion that that would
be quite sufficient. Now, he (Mr. Jordan) noticed
that the whole twelve months had passed over
and nothing had been done. The next thing
was that a letter was received from the Registrar
of the Supreme Court, stating that the work
was altogether unsuited for the duties of his
office, and should be done by the Registrar-
General. Then the Registrar-General was
informed by the Colonial Secretary that he
should undertake the work, and in reply
the Registrar-General addressed a letter to the
Colonial Secretary, pointing out how, according
to his view, the provisions of the Act should be
carried out, showing the amount of responsi-
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bility the work would involve, and expressing
the opinion that it should be under the direction
of a gentleman who had the advantage of a legal
training, and that the services of an actuary
would really be required to properly carry out
the provisions of the Act. The Colonial Secretary
of the day, in a letter which he caused to be
written to the Registrar of the Supreme Court,
evidently expressedthe opinion thatthat officer did
not seem to have given much attention to the Act.
He gathered from the letters of the Registrar of
the Supreme Court that that officer had really
never read the Act at all. It was a remarkable
thing that an Act passed in 1876 for the public
well-being should have been a dead-letter for all
those years ; that the Registrar of the Supreme
Court should have been under the impression
that he could not carry out the provisions of the
Act for want of one additional clerk ; that when
he got that additional clerk he should do nothing
for twelve months; and that he should then
express an opinion that the Registrar-General
should do the work. He was afraid the Premier
himself had not carefully studied the Act—f
the hon. gentleman would forgive him for saying
so—since he had expressed the opinion that the
Registrar-General, with the assistance of one
additional clerk, could easily do the work. The
administration of the Ifriendly Societies Act in
Victoria was in some sense under the direction
of the Grovernment Statist, Mr. Hayter. That
gentleman, in a letter addressed to the Colonial
Secretary, detailed exactly all the arrangements
for carrying out the Act in Victoria. He said
the registrar was a barrister, to begin with, and
there was an actuary employed, with six super-
numeraries to assist him. The expense in
Victoria was £1,700; and the Registrar-
Geeneral of Queensland, although the number of
societies in this colony was not so great as the
number in Victoria, had expressed the opinion
that, as they were new to the work, it would
probably cost as much as in Victoria, where
they had been familiar with the work for a
number of years. That seemed very reasonable.
He did not want the Committee to be misled,
and receive the impression that the Registrar-
(General was going to perform the duties required
under the Act very easily, with perhaps slight
additional assistance. The Registrar-General
had his hands pretty full, and it would be unfair
to expect him to fulfil the duties required by
that Act with very slight additional assistance.
It was the prevailing impression that the
Registrar-General of Queensland could do any
amount of work. When the census was to be
taken he had to take it, and was not paid for it.
The enumerators were all paid, the collectors
were paid, the very messenger in his office was
paid, but he was not paid.

Mr. ATLAND : He had a big salary.

Mr JORDAN : His predecessor was paid and
his successor would be paid. When a Liberal
Government was in, he was not paid; when a
Conservative Government was in, he was paid.
He (Mr. Jordan) liked to be on the Liberal side,
because it was the economical side, and saved the
public funds; but economy could be carried so
far that it became injurious parsimony. They
could motreasonably expect the Registrar-General
toperform the duties connected with the Actunless
he had a proper staff ; there must be an actuary
constantly employed, and a staff of officers. He
was glad to see from the feeling of the Com-
mittee that there was a determination to have
the Aect thoroughly carried out; but he hoped
they would not labour under the delusion that
the Registrar-General could do any amount of
work, That officer strove to do his duty efti-
ciently, but they were in danger of imposing too
much upon him.
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Mr., GROOM said he wished to draw attention
to a matter which could not be too widely
known, particularly amongst the working classes
of the colony. He found that of the Manchester
Unity of Oddfellows in Queensland there were no
less than eighteen societies unregistered. The
result was that all those societies were precisely
in the position of the society he had named. Ifa
defalcation took place no prosecution could
follow, nor could any investigation of the
accounts be made, unless the societies were
brought under the provisions of the Act. It
was for the members of each society to ascertain
for themselves, from their officers, at the weekly
or fortnightly meetings, why the society had not
been registered.

Mr. MACFARLANE said there was one point
upon which he wished for information. He
saw by the principal Act that the Registrar
had to be supplied with a statement of the
accounts of each society made up to the 31st of
December in each year. He was interested in a
building society registered under the Friendly
Societies Act ; and they could not possibly keep
the law, because their financial year ended in
July. He wished to know if it would not be
sufficient if an annual return were made with-
out requiring it to be made up to the end of
December? Their financial year ended on the
31st of July, and it would be impossible for
them to make up the returns to the end of
December.

The PREMIER said he did not think it would
be impossible, though it might be inconvenient.
There would not be much difficulty in the society
making arrangements to alter the date when
their financial year should close, and hold their
annual meeting in January. They did not
comply with the law unless they sent in the
returns required.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 and 4, and the preamble, passed as
printed.

The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN
reported the Bill without amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

SUPPLY—RESUMPTION OF COM-
MITTEER.

On the motion of the COLONTAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. R. Dickson), the House went
into Committee further to consider the Supply
to be granted to Her Majesty.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION (Hon. B. B. Moreton) moved that £4,370
be granted for the salaries of officers, and con-
tmgenmes, in the office of the Secretary for
Public Instruction. Hon. members, he said,
would see that there was an increase in the vote
of £270. Two clerks had been added to the staff.
One clerk who got £200 left during last year,
having been transferred to another department.
One had been brought in at £100, and that left
£100 in hand. Another clerk had been raised
from £120 to £140, another from £100 to £120,
another from £80 to £110—these increases
amounted to £70--whilst two new clerks were
appointed at £150. The net increase in salaries
was thus £120. In the item for contingencies
there was an increase of £150, chiefly for outlays
during last year.

Mr. ISAMBERT said he was surprised that,
whilst the Minister had propoqed an increase of
£120 for salaries in the Secretary’s office, he did
not propose a far larger increase in the right
direction. He (Mr. Isambelt) spoke stronvly
last year on the question as to why the educa-
tional system of the colony, whilst it cost such a
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large amount, had no teachers’ training college.
He pointed out that the young teachers here
lacked the necessary amount of training. The
system did not provide the means of giving them
the education they required. The Secretary for
Public Instruction in his last report, paragraph
8, said i—

It was stated in last year’s report that the number
of teachers trained in the colony was not suflicient to
supply the requirements of the State schools in course
of ercction, and that provision had been made through
the Agent-General for securing the services of British
teachers of extended professional training, ineluding a
q nee of two years at a training college, recognised
by the Privy Conncil. and a subsequent experience in
the charge of schools. In accordance with that pro-
vision twenty-eight male teachers, possessing the re-
quisite qualifications, arrived during the year. Twenty-
one of them were married teachers, who wereimmedis tety
placed in charge of State schools. and the remaining
seven, heing unmarried, were appointed assistants in
Iarge schools. 1am glad to be able to report that they
have been carefully selected, and promise to be valuable
additions to the teaching staft of the department.””

He had no doubt those teachers were valuable
additions, and he had not the slightest objection
to good and valuable teachers being imported ;
but before they did import teachers they should
pay some attention to their own article. They
invited young people in the colony to devote
their lifetime to the profession of teaching. There
was no nobler profession that he knew of. It
was far nobler than practising at the bar. The
clergy were only noble in so far as they taught
people how to live better lives. But, whilstthey
invited and induced young people to adopt the
profession of teaching, they did not provide the
necessary machinery for their education. He could
not describe their conduct towards those young
people otherwise than by calling it the obtaining
of services by means of false pr etences and that
was as bad as obtaining money by similar means,
The colony spent alarge sum annually in scholar-
ships, and what did they get for it? Most of
those who took scholarships became lawyers or
doctors, and many of them went out of the
colony. Those scholarships robbed the private
schools of their best pupils—pupils whose parents
could in most cases well afford to pay for them
—and sent them, at the expense of the State,
to the grammar schools, where perhaps they
did not get as good an education in many
resvects as ab the ordinary State schools. He
was very glad that the hon. member (Mr.
Kates) had moved that land should be set
apart for the purpose of founding agricultural
colleges and universities for higher education.
If the Government would reform the grammar
schools, umiversities would be established, and
with them training and agricultural colleges
could be combined. The young people of
the colony who devoted themselves to teach-
ing would then receive a proper education,
and that would be a far greater blessing
to the country than all the scholarships
they gave to make lawyers of them. They
would gain a theorétical and practical know-
ledge of agriculture, and, by being appointed
throughout the country, they would diffuse
a large amount of useful knowledge as to
the production of the various articles of susten-
ance in the best and most profitable manner.
But the colony, instead of training its own
teachers, was content to import them, and went
on bringing into existence, at its own expense,
what it had already too many of—lawyers. A
vast amount had been spent on the education of
young people who seldom did the State any real
service, but became lawyers or doctors, and in
many instances left the colony to practise their
professions elsewhere ; while the teachers, who
remained in the colony, were treated in such a
scurvy and scandalous manner. It was not
expenditure that he objected to, but expenditure
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in a wrong direction, for a certain kind of ex-
penditure, even on a large scale, would not only
in the end be a saving, but would be one of the
greatest blessings to the colony.

Mr. PATLMER said that on looking over the
Estimates he found that the vote for the depart-
ment ~- inspection, special instruction, State
schools, buildings, provisional schools, grammar
school scholarships and  exhibitions to uni-
versities, and technical education — amounted
altogether to £179,377, being an increase on the
amount voted last year of £32,479.  In the
report of the Under Secretary he was unable to
trace exactly how the money was spent. There
should also be a column in the report showing
what the cost of State education had been to the
colony since its initiation. His own researches
into the matter showed that during the nine
years the Act had been in operation the cost
to the colony had Dbeen £983,771; but that
did not include private subscriptions, nor the in-
terest on money expended for buildings and so
on. It could scarcely be said that the report was
a full, accurate, and reliable return of the total
amount of the education vote during the past
nine years. e had gone carefully through the
report, but the figures did not come out as plainly
as they ought to do. Now that they had a
Minister for Public Instruction who could devote
his whole time to the work of the departient,
he might see that the return was made fuller
by adding the local subscriptions and all other
expenses in a concise form, and then hon. mem-
bers might see what the annual expenditure on
education in the colony really was, and also what
it had been from the beginning. The increase of
£32,479 on those items alone seemed a very
large increase for one year, but whether they got
value for it depended upon the quantity and
quality of the work done.  In the dozen schools
in and around Brisbane, right under the eye of
the department, the difference between the enrol-
ment of pupils and the average daily attendance
showed that there were absent for the whole
year over 1,000 children. The enrolment was
altogether out of proportion to the attendance.
In the report it also stated that 107 schools
reported that 640 children were known to he
growing up without any education whatever;
and he thought they might very fairly put down
another 640 that they knew nothing at all
about. He knew scores of children who never
entered schoolsat all.  Scores ! Well, his know-
ledge was limited, and the scores that he knew
of might be represented by hundreds in other
localities. They made no pretence of going to
school, and he thought it was time that the
compulsory clauses of the Act were put into
operation. No doubt round about Brishane
one of the chief causes of the non-attendance
was the value of the labour of boys, many of
whom could earn from 10s. to 15s. a week.
That might be a reason for non-attendance, but
it was no excuse for allowing boys to grow up in
ignorance and enlarge the larikin class to the
extent they did. He had noticed in the report
of the working of the IEducation Act in England
that the enroiment amounted to 96 per cent.,
and the attendance was 75 per cent.; while
in Queensland the average daily attendance
was only 50 per cent,—a wonderful difference,
and one which should be accounted for. There
were some other items that he should refer to
when the votes in which they were came on.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said, that with reference to the remarks
that had fallen from the hon. member for
Burke, bearing more especially on the question
of compulsory education, he might state that
the question had not been away from his mind.
Since he had been in the office he had been
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making inquiries into the subject, especially as it
applied in and about Brisbane ; he had also been
in communication with the other colonies where
compulsory clauses had been put in force, and
during the next recess he should think over the
matter alittle more than he had done. Having
collected all the information he could get
together, he did not think that Queensland
was very far behind—in fact, was not at
all behind the other colonies where the compul-
sory clauses were in force. He had a few
figures before him which, he thought, would be
interesting to hon. members as showing the
position in which Queensland stood in relation
to the other colonies which had the same system
of free education in operation. With reference
to Victoria, he should say, in the first place, that
he could only give information respecting the
year 1883, as the whole of the statistics for
1884, so far as edncation was concerned, were
not yet published ; Lut as those figures did
not vary very much from those of the
previous year, probably they would not vary
very much from those for 1884, On the 3lst
December, 1883, the estimated population of
Victoria was 931,790 ; number of schools in
operation, 1,750, or 1 for every 532 of popula-
tion ; teachers, 1,775 males, 1,838 females—
total, 3,613; average attendance of pupils,
118,328, giving $2 children to each teacher;
total expenditure, £541,063, giving 1ls. 74d.
per head of population, and £4 11s. 63d. per
child. In New South Wales, with a population
of 921,129, the number of schools was 2,032,
or 1 for every 4563 of population ; teachers,
1,618 males, 1,557 females — total, 8,175 ;
giving, for the average attendance of 95,215 chil-
dren, a mean of 30 children to every teacher;
total expenditure, £774,357, making 10s. 9%d. per
head of population, and £8 2s. 73d. per child.
He might state that that expenditure included
high schools as well as elementary schools, so
that the cost per child would be probably about
£5. In Queensland, with an estimated popula-
tion on 31st December, 1884, of 309,913, they
had 413 schools, giving 750 per head of
population to each school. They had 5062
male and 599 female teachers — total, 1,161;
average attendance, 27,863, or 24 children to
every teacher; total expenditure, £150,160 ;
cost per head of population, 9s. 81d.: per child,
£5 7s. 85d.  In South Australia, with a popula-
tion of 312,781, the number of schools was 452,
or 1 for nearly every (92 persons; teachers—
400 males, 600 females, total 1,000; average
attendance, 25,048 children, giving 25 to each
teacher ; total cost, £132,607, or 8s. 65d. per
head of population, or £5 6s. 8d. per child.
New Zealand—population 564,304 ; number of
schools, 987, or 572 per head of population;
teachers—1,130 males, 1,317 females, total 2,447 ;
average attendance, 72,657, giving 29 children to
each teacher; total expenditure, £365,002—
12s. 11d. per head of population, or £5 0s. 6d.
per child. It would therefore be seen that
all the colonies were running very much upon
the same lines—the expenditure and cost per
head of population and per child being very
much the same. He might mention that one
reason why South Australia showed a littie
cheaper per head of children than Queensland
was the fact that they employed 600 female
teachers as against 400 males—thereby lessening
the cost of teaching considerably.  Another
point to be observed was that while in Queens-
Iand they had only 24 children to each teacher,
in Victoria they had 32, in New South Wales 30,
in New Zealand 29, and in South Australia—
which ran very close to Queensland in all figures
relating to education—25. TIn all those colonies,
with the exception, perhaps, of New Zealand,
which he was not quite sure abount, they were
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putting the compulsory clauses into effect.
Therefore they were all on very much the same
footing. As to the question of finding out the
number of children who did not attend school in
the colony, it was very difficnlt indeed. In New
South Wales they attempted to do it by taking
the number of children in daily attendance, and
the percentage of children of school ages to
population for last year, based on the per-
centage of children to population at the last
census ; but even then, taking those figures and
working them out, and deducting from the
total enrolment 12 per cent. for multiple
enrolment, they brought out certain figures
which were admitted to be unreliable. He
might point out that as soon as the census was
taken next year the Government would be
able to arrive at some idea as to how many chil-
dren there were who were not receiving any
education at all. It must be borne in mind that
there were a great many, cspecially in Brisbane,
who had no reason to be away. If hon. gentle-
men looked atall thenewspaperoffices, at acertain
hour of the day, they would see a number of boys
going out with papers, while at the same time
those very papers were remarking on the necessity
of putting into operation the compulsory clauses
of the Act. They might assist in the matter by
not employing those boys during school-hours.
1t was only a fortnight ago that he passed down
Elizabeth street, and met a gentleman trying
to get about twenty boys to hold their tongues.
He was told that they were waiting to take
out a certain paper that morning and circulate
it about town. Inreply toaquestion he put, they
said they went to school when they had not other
things to do, but they had to earn some money
sometimes, so they took out papers. Of course
they were not totally neglected ; they attended
school sometimes during the week ; but to find
out those who were receiving no education at
all would be rather difficult.  The compulsory
ages of boys were from six years to twelve years ;
but there were a great many who went as clerks
before they had completed their fourteenth year,
The average ages of children attending school
were from seven years to fourteen years., In
infant schools they were taken from four years;
but where there were no infant schools the lowest
age received was five years; and in a very
few years they went out to do work of some
sort. He kuew that boys who had heen
educated at the public schools were very much
thought of by bank managers and others,
because they could generally write very well
and were well taught up to the time they
left school. With regard to the statement of the
hen, member for Rosewood concerning training
teachers, if he would look at page 7 of the report
he would see what was done, so far as pupil
teachers were concerned. Last year — 1884 —
there were 782 examined and 624 passed. They
received salarvies, and wer2 taught up to the
time they passed class IV. Therefore, they
were raising a class of teachers by this method,
although there was no regular training school.
A very great many fell out before they reached
a certain age, and went into other occupations.
it was very hard to prevent them doing so. They
got their pupil teachers up to a certain standard,
and frequently, when they were most valuable,
they left.

Mr. SCOTT said there was one point which
he raised last year which he would again draw
attention to—nawmely, the attendance of boys at
school. The number enrolled was 52,536, and
the average daily attendance was 27,863—some-
where about half. That was a very important
matter ; education was costing the colony £200,000
a year, and the average daily attendance was
27,863, making a very large sum per head. The
Minister for lducation had stated that there was
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a great diffculty in ascertaining the number of
children who were neglected ; but there would be
no difficulty in ascertaining the number who
actually did not go. Some means ought to
be taken to enforce better attendance from
those boys who were on the roll. Anyone who
went about the streets could see numbers of
boys roaming about the different corners whose
parvents believed them to be at school. There
should be persons appointed to go about and
see what boys ought to be attending school
and were not. Fe did not think it would be
well to put the compulsory clause into opera-
tion, but a great deul of good might be done
by inspectors such as he had suggested, to go
about the streets and find out what those boys
were doing loafing about the streets during
school-hours, as thousands were doing. Some-
thing like 25,000 were doing that every day, all
over the colony, and he thought that the scheme
he had suggested was well worth the consideration
of the hon. Minister for Education.

Mr. ALAND said he thought it was too much
to say that 25,000 children were roaming ahout
the streets.

Mr. SCOTT : I have only read the figures
from the returns.

Mr. ALAND said the remark was of too
sweeping a character. He did not for one
moment say that the average attendance at the
schools was any larger than what was stated in
the report. He did not cavil at the figures, but
he cavilled at the remark that the children were
loafing about the streets, although he had no doubt
thatacertain percentage were playing truant, They
knew that in the country districts a good many
children were kept at home by their parents at
different times of the year in order to help them
with farm work, and in various other ways.
That would account, to a very large extent, for
the difference between the number on the rolls
and the average daily attendance. He did not
see that the department was really very much to
blame for that, because in a great many cases
when the children were absent notes were sent by
teachers to the parents inquiring for the cause,
and he did not see what other plan the department
could adopt. It the parentsof children in Brisbane,
and in other towns in the colony too, would really
see that their children were at school, and would
pay attention to the reports which the teachers
sent home, the matter would be remedied to a
very great extent. It was to be lamented that
the average daily attendance was only about 50
per cent. of the number upon the rolls; but if
the parents would be more careful in seeing that
the children were at school the difficulty would
be to some extent obviated.

Mr. ARCHER said he would like the Minister
for Public Instruction to give the Committee
some information as to what was the cause of the
enormous increase of over £35,000 in the Esti-
mates of this year as compared with the amount
voted for 1884-5. It was a matter for the serious
consideration of hon. members, whether in view
of the large expenditure of the department they
would be prepared to sanction the additional
expense that would be entailed by carrying out
the compulsory clauses of the Kducation Act.
If they were to add the salary of the Minister
for Public Instruction to the estimate of the
department they would find the colony was
paying about £200,000 a year for education. It
might, perhaps, stageer them if they were asked to
pay £80,000 or £90,000 extra for compelling, not
only the attendance of all those children not
going to school, but also the regular attendance
of those at present enrolled. He believed the
Committee were prepared to make a sacrifice as
great as could be expected from so small a com-
munity ; but that was a matter which could be
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ully discussed when the Minister had made
up his mind on the subject. He was very
much pleased with one remark made by the
hon. member for Rosewood, and that was his
statement of the high estimation in which
he held the teachers. He (Mr. Archer) looked
upon the profession of teaching as one of
the most honourable in which a man could
engage, but unfortunately there were exceedingly
few so constituted that they could Dbecome
teachers, The hon. member also made some
remarks about getting teachers from home.
That would not be at all necessary if the pupil-
teachers who entered the service were all of the
class who would hecome successful teachers.
One of the first qualitications of a teacher was
that he should like that particular kind of
employment. Pupil-teachers, however, often
went through their apprenticeship for the
purpose of getting a little higher education
than they received in the State schools, and were
then ready to accept the very first offer made to
them by which they could transfer their services
to some more lucrative employment. There was
hardly any office in town, not excepting the
Government offices, in which there were not
some State school pupils who preferred getting
their living as clerks to entering a mechanic’s
workshop. The colony was importing men who
had nothing like the same advantages as colonial
youths, as far as education was concerned—men
who had to go into a shop at twelve or thirteen
years of age, whereas colonial boys could
wait until they were sixteen ; and if the latter
went into mechanies’ shops they would find
that in the matter of education they were
far above the majority of those who came from
the old country. The demand for pupil-
teachers would be well supplied if there were
not so many other temptations held out to them
to go into offices where they could get a higher
salary than it was possible for the State to give
them. He would be glad if the Minister for
Public Instruction would give them some infor-
mation as to the items that had led to the very
large increase in the estimate.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said that, with regard to the remarks
made by the hon. member for Leichhardt in
respect to attendance, he might stute that in
New Zealand the total net enrolment for last
year was 117,423 3 the mean quarterly en-
rolment, 96,840; and the averagc attendance
75,391, which gave a percentage on the total
net enrolment of 61'78, and on the mean
quarterly enrolment of 77'9. In Queensland the
total net enrolment was 46,250 ; mean quarterly
enrolment, 39,925 ; average attendance, 27,8063;
percentage on total net enrolment, 6024; on
mean quarterly enrolment, 6979. In South
Australia the total net enrolment was 42,758 ;
mean quarterly “enrolment, 335,834; average
attendance, 25,018, which gave a percentage of
586 on the total net enrolment, and (9°8 on the
mean quarterly enrolment. In New South
‘Wales the total net envolinent was 167,134 ;
mean quarterly enrolment, 189,135; average
attendance, 95,215; percentage on total net
enrolment, 5696 ; percentage on average atten-
dance, 6842, In Victoria, 1 1883—the statistics
for which were the only ones he could obtain—
the total net enrolment was 188,949 ; mean
quarterly enrolment, 172,419; average atteun-
dance, 118,328 ; percentage on net enrchnent,
5319 ; on mean quarterly enrolment, 6862, So
that Queensland was moving with the other
colonies in that respect. In reference to what
had fallen from the hon. member for Blackall, as
to the increase in the estimate, it would be
observed that there was an increase in salaries of
£13,500, which was rendered necessary by the
employment of 143 new teachers, and the higher
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classification of many others already inthe service,
whothereby received an increase in their salaries in
addition to the increase given to them last year.
There was an increase of £20,300 in “‘ contingen-
cies.”” There was a larger number of scholars,
and the capitation increased proportionately.
The cost of cleaning school-rooms, and the
travelling expenses, were rather heavier than
before. Then, £10,000 additional was put down
for buildings. Applications were coming from
every corner of the colony for new schools. The
schools round Brisbane were over-crowded-—the
Fortitude Valley school, the Petrie terrace
school, the Kangaroo Point school; and a new
school just opened at Rocklea would have to be
enlarged, as it was built for 100 and there were
already 150 pupils going to it. If they were
to give the children of the colony the instruction
the House insisted on there was nothing for it
but to increase the number of schools. He
would take the best care possible that the items
on the Istimates should not be exceeded, but he
must inform the Committee that when, as it
sowethmes happened, the department thought
it necessary to rvefuse applications for new
schools they got letters immediately to know
if they were going to leave the children desti-
tute of teaching. There was a large school
going up at Rockhampton, which, if he
remewmbered aright, was to cost £7,000; and
he Dbelieved there was a great mnecessity for
it. Then there was a considerable expenditure
for repairs—painting and one thing and another
to keep the schools in order. He did not know
that he could give any more general informa-
tion ; but he might be able to give more minute
information on any particular subject.

Mr. BLACK said he was sure the Committee
were extremely gratified at the very interesting
information the hon. member had given ; but he
would advise the hon. member, if he wished to
get through his Kstimates, to talk a little less
and let them do the talking. He did not think
the Committee were very much interested in the
very winute analysis—even to the extent of going
into decimals-—of what was doing in the other
colonies ; they wanted to know what was being
done in this colony. If the figures the hon.
gentleman had given were of any value
they should have been submitted as printed
docunents, which could be studied. To come
to a more practical matter, they found the
KEducation Departinent required £35,748 more
this year than last; and the country wanted
to know if it was getting an equivalent return
for the increased expenditure. There was no
member of that Conunittee who valued primary
education more than he did, or who was more
prepared to stick up for the education of the
youth of the colony; but it had been the
constant remark, when the Kducation estimates
came up, that they were very apt to exceed
what was the original intention of the
Education Act. They were imparting to the
youth of the colony an education which raised
them above the situation in life they were
likely to oceupy, and for which their parents
ought properly to pay. It was a matter for
very great regret that when they were asked
for a vote of nearly £200,000 for education they
should find such an alarming increase of larrikin-
1sm. That was a matter which the Minister for
Education inight take into consideration ——he
might see whether he could adopt some means
by which the lads who had excited his sympathy
in Queen street might be brought in and educated,
and led up to better things. That would be
far more satisfactory to the colony than to know
how many pounds, shillings, and decimals educa-
tion cost in the other colonies. He would ask
the Minister for Public Instruction how it was
| that, en page 37 of the report of the department,
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it was stated that the parliamentary vote
for the year was £170,622 15s. 9d., whereas in
the Hstimates they found the amount voted
was £163,093. There was a discrepancy of
£7,000.

The PREMIER : That is not in my copy.

Mr. BLACK : If the hon. gentleman would
look at page 37, Table K, he would see * Parlia-
mentary vote for the vear, £170,622 15s. 9d.”

The PREMIER: That is for the yearending
31st December, 1884,

Mr. BLACXK : If the hon. member would turn
to the first page of the estimates for the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, he would see that
the amount voted for 1884-5 was £163,093.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said that in reply to the hon. mem-
ber for Mackay, he could tell him that the sum of
£170,622 15s. 9d. was made upof thehalves of two
years—that was the latter half of 1883-4 and the
first half of 1884-5. The expenditure for the first
half or 1883-4 was £76,511 4s. 1d., and for the half-
year of 1884-5, £94,111 11s. 8d., making a total of
£170,622 15s. 9d. Of course, there were two
financial years—the Treasurer’s financial year,
and the calendar year, for which the department
kept its account.

Mr. BLACK said he thought it was a great
pity that, now they were going in for such very
high-class education, the principle of making
accounts intelligible did not apply to the Educa-
tion Department. He was not prepared to
dispute the figures quoted by the hon. gentleman
in any way, but he thought the hon. member
must agree with him in saying that the Com-
mittee were entitled to reliable information.
‘When there were voluminous statistics put before
them, such as they had got, it was necessary that
they should be reliable and accurate; and in
reference to the KEducation Department it was
desirable that above all others such should he the
case, and that they should not be able to find such
extraordinary discrepancies as they had done.
They were told, undoubtedly, that the Parlia-
mentary vote for last year—he took the ffigures
as they stood—was £170,622, whilst as a matter
of fact the statistics showed plainly that it was
£163,093. Was it necessary to so complicate
the accounts as to make them entirely unintel-
ligible to ordinary members of that Committee?
They should be so definite that there would be no
need for the Minister to explain the discrepancy.
But, referring to thie general principle of the
Fdueation vote, he would repeat that the Com-
mittee should be very jealous when they noted
that an increase of something like 20 per cent.—
in fact over 20 per cent.-—was taking place in the
Education vote for the present year, as compared
with that of previous years, or as compared with
last year, On an occasion like that'they should be
perfectly certain that the country was deriving
the full benefit from that very large increase
of expenditure. He knew that there were many
hon. members in that Committee, and a very
large number of the people outside, who were look-
ing rather jealously upon the educational system
of the colony. They knew that when it was
decided to give free education to the youth of
the colony the people of the colony endorsed
that view, believing that education was to be
confined to rudimentary education—to what was
known as the three R’s—in other words, reading,
writing, and arithmetic. When they gave the
people of the colony universal suffrage
1t was undoubtedly a wise step to qualify
the youth of the colony to exercise that
vote in an intelligent manner, which could
be only attained by a certain amount of
rudimentary education. He had said before
—and he knew it was an opinion endorsed by
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many hon. members and by persons ontside the
House—that they were going beyond the original
intention of the Education Act. They were
educating the youth of the colony above the
position which was intended when the Education
Act was passed, and they were now seeing results
which he thought would not add to the success
of the Education Act in the future, or necessarily
add to the prosperity of the colony. They knew
how difficult it was to get the youth of the colony
to embark in any of the industrial occupations
of Queensland. He would like the Government,
if they could only see their way, to establish
some sort of industries that would be suitable
for the highly educated young men and young
women of the colony, whose comparatively high
education was being brought about by the
constant expansion of the Ikducation vote. It
was almost impossible to get the youth of
the colony to embark in agricultural pursuits.
And as to domestic servants, they were cer-
tainly educated far beyond that., Again, when
domestic servants were required they had to
be imported from England or the Continent.
He would repeat that the youth of the colony
were being educated above the position in life
which their parents—so many of whom formed
the best colonists in Queensland—would have or
had been perfectly satisfied to fill. The conse-
quence was that the young men and young
women of the colony were centreing in the
towns. And what did they do in the towns?
They were not so profitably engaged as they
would be if they were encouraged to spread
through the country districts, and if they, above
all other things, embarked in agricultural pur-
suits. The pay they got in the towns was cer-
tainly not encouraging, and, as Ministers knew
well, if it was once known that there was
a vacancy in any branch of the Civil Service,
scores of applications were immediately received.
It was pretty wellrecognised that the Civil Service
of thecolony, through intense competition and the
necessary accompanying small pay, was looked
upon by those who ought to understand it—the
parents of the children—as about the very worst
service their children could be engaged in.
Another matter which should receive some atten-
tion was the fact that the Government had
entirely abandoned the vote for the support and
encouragement of model farms or agricul-
tural colleges in the colony. He did not
know what their reason was for arriving
at that decision. He was quite pre-
pared to admit that the experiments hitherto
made in the southern portions of the colony
had not been attended with success. That,
however, was no reason why the Government
should not have gone farther afield, and have
tried some of the more northern portions. It
would have been one of the grandest experiments
they could have undertaken to have gone to
some of the tropical regions of the North and
established agricultural schools or colleges there.
Those institutions could have been established
with the assistance of the European labour—the
youth of the colony, of which there was such a
large supply, and which was remaining unem-
ployed in the centres of population. He was
alluding to the increase of larrikinism in the
colony, reference to which was to be seen
made almost every week in the newspapers.
He did not mean to say that that class was
uneducated. Indeed, he believed that if they
were to get a number of the larrikins of Brisbane
together it would be found that the majority of
them were fairly well educated—that was, they
could read and write. But there were no
openings in the colony for youths who had been,
to a very great extent, neglected by their parents,
in which thev could be profitably employed.
That, again, opened up a very large and wide
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question connected with the educational system
of the colony. That question was—How was it
that, with the primary education many of those
lads had obtained, they preferred to become
waifs and strays of our large communities?
He was prepared to give his answer to
that question, and that was, that while the
State gave them that education which it was
bound to give to every boy and girl in the colony,
there was a very much more important branch
of education which was entirely neglected, and
that was thereligious educationof the young. But
that was too large a subjecttodomorethan brieily
refer to on the present occasion. It might be the
duty of parents togiveareligious education to their
children, but it was certain that in a majority of
the cases where the lads developed into larrikins
that duty had been entirely neglected by them.
He hoped the Government, instead of en-
couraging a constant increase in the Education
vote, would look at the question from a practical
standpoint; and see if they could not reduce
the cost of education by compelling those who
wished to have their children educated up to
the higher standards, to pay for it out of
their own pockets —to combine the present
systemn, whereby the State acknowledged its
responsibility for education, with the principle
of compelling those parents who wished their
children to acquire the higher branches of know-
ledge to contribute a certain amount out of
their own pockets for that purpose. The parents
to whom he referred would not be reluctant to
do so, but as long as they could look upon the
State as a sort of milch cow to pay what they
should be called upon to pay, so leng would
what he considered the discouraging results of
their educational system become more and more
apparent,

Mr. ISAMBERT said that, with regard to the
Minister for Education, he felt almost inclined
to apply to hiin the remark applied last night
by the hon. member for Stanley to the Attorney-
General—that he was mnot as green as he
looked or pretended to be. The hon. gentle-
man knew well what were the requisites
of a really good teacher, and in paragraph 9
of his general remarks on education in his
report he stated that one of those requisites was
residence for two years at a training college. If
that was necessary for a teacher imported from
England, it was even more necessary for teachers
trained in the colony. In a training college pro-
fessors would be collected who were each perfect
in his own line-—men who possessed a peculiar
power in showing their pupils the art of teaching,
He did not advocate that those teachers should
be trained without some safeguard being given to
the State. It should be stipulated that a pupil
entering the college should give a bond to the
amount of what his two years’ training would
cost the State—say £100 or £150—and if at the
end of that period he went into some other occu-
pation than teaching in a State school he should
pay that amount over to the Government. If he
remained in the service, and gave the State three,
four, or five years’ service, or whatever other period
might be decided upon in the Education Depart-
ment, then his obligation should be considered
discharged. By that plan the State would be
sure to get a higher class of teachers. One of
the votes to be asked for was an item of £3,302
for scholarships and exhibitions to universities.
He held that so long as there were children in
the State who were not educated, so long would
that vote be what he called a fraud on the people.
The State had no business o encourage in such
a manner the higher education of naturally
quick-witted children at the expense of those
who were backward. Tt would be far better for
the State to confine its efforts to the teaching of
elementary knowledge to all the children. He
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would rather see a vote of £10,000 for an

agricultural and teachers’ training college
than that £3,302 for pushing on quick-
witted children. Good as the educational

system of the colony was in many respects,
there was no reason why it should not be
improved. While teachers were engaged in
pushing on the quick-witted children to prepare
them for scholarship examinations, they were
neglecting the other children under their charge.
If the parents of quick-witted children wished
them to go in for the higher education, let them
pay for it, but let the State teachers endeavour
to benefit the children in general. The duller
children required more of a teacher’s atten-
tion than the quick-witted ones. Tt had
been said that if the scholarships for
the sharper boys were done away with the
grammar schools would make a very poor show.
They were robbing the primary schools of some
of their very best boys and stuffing them into
grammar schools, He ventured to say that if a
very indifferent teacher were given a lot of such
quick-witted boys, collected from all parts of the
colony, he could make a better show than the
best teacher with average boys. It was no great
trouble to teach quick-witted children ; it was a
pleasure to the teacher. He hoped next yearthe
Government would see their way clear to do
away with that fostering of those who were
already strong, and bring in a measure
to establish a teachers’ training college. The
amount of blessing it would produce all over
the colony by those young teachers getting the
highest education and imparting it again to
children all through the length and breadth of
the land would be very great. As the hon.
member for Mackay had said, the moral educa-
tion of the youth of the colony was very much
neglected. Of course, since they had so many
religious sects, and they could not make a State
church and bring them all under one head, it
was all the more incumbent upon thent to give
their teachers the highest moral teaching they
possibly could, so that they might bring a
large amount of moral training to bear upon the
children under their care without trespassing
on the realm of religion. Then, with regard to
compulscry education, he thought it would be a
good step in the right direction if the Minister
for Education would not leave so much to the
local committees. He knew one school in his
district where application had been made to the
Minister to enforce the compulsory clauses.
There was a large amount of nonsense enter-
tained by Knglish people with regard to the
liberty of the subject. How much of the liberty
of the subject would be interfered with by enforcing
the compulsory clauses? The majority of parents
—those who sent their children to school—would
not be interfered with at all. It was only
parents who allowed their children to become
truants—who did not understand their duty to
their children, who would be interfered with—
perhaps 3 or 4 per cent.—and the more the
liberty of the subject in the case of those people
was interfered with the better it would be for
the State.

Mr., MACFARLANE said it had been
observed by wseveral speakers that all the
departments into  which public instruction
was divided had been increased. Looking at
Schedule B he saw there were altogether eleven
heads under which the Education Department
was tabulated, and out of that number there
wereincreases innine. He had never objected to
the amount of money spent up to the present
time for the purposes of education. He thought
it was far better for them to be liberal with their
primary schools, and see that they were well
conducted and properly paid for, than to be
stingy and give only a partial or very poor



1062 Supply.

education. It was far bhetter to spend a
little more money for education than to have
to spend it, perhaps, in punishing ecriminals.
He maintained that the better their youths
were conducted the more likely they were to
become good members of society. With regard
to compulsory education, which so far had been
a dead-letter, he thought it ought at least to be
tried in some of the towns of the colony to see
how it worked. He knew a certain town in
which there was a family of six children living
just across the road from the public school, and
to his knowledge not one of them ever went to
school.  Unfortunately, the father worked in the
country and the mother did not care whether
they were educated or not, the consequence
being that the children were left to grow
up as best they could. Of course, the effect
could not but be injurious to those children,
and it might have a very expensive effect upon
the country, because children brought upin that
way could not be expected to have the satne
reverence for law as children who were properly
educated and who were more likely to be law-
abiding. He therefore thought it would bewell for
the Government to consider whether the time had
not arrived when the compulsory clauses should
be tried in some towns to see how they would
operate before they took further action in the
matter. As to the higher education referred to
by the hon. member for Rosewood, he thought
there was a good deal to be sald in its favour.
He did not object to scholarships to the grammar
schools, because they were inducemsnts to quick-
witted boys to do the best they could to become
good members of society, but in regard to the
exhibitions given to grammar school boys
he had changed his mind entirely. Up to the
present time he had always supported them, hut
looking back to the persons who had henefited
by them he found they were generally of the
higher classes of society.
The PREMIER : No; quite wrong.

Mr. MACFARLANE : As a rule they were
persons who were well able to pay for their edu-
cation,

The PREMIER : No ; almost never,

Mr. MACFARLANE said he was very glad
to hear it, and stood corrected. What he had
said referred more particularly to the grammar
school that he knew most about.  Another point
he wished to refer to was the great number of
young men who left the Edueation Department
every year and went into other walky of life.
He thought that must show either that they
were not adapted for teachers, or that they
found that their abilities were better rewarded
in mercantile life. It would be interesting
to know the number who left the department
every year. He himself knew a good many,
and the number must be very considerable. He
thought that so far as teachers were concerned they
ought not to be parsimonious. It was far better
to pay them a fair salary so as to retain them in
the department than that they should leave in
such large numbers every year. The matter of
religion had cropped up, but he did not intend
to speak on that. He believed the time would
come when the Bible would be read without
comment in the State schools of the colony. One
remark he wished to make—and he hoped the
Minister for Education would pay attention to it—
was this : There were different kinds of educa-
tion. They talked of higher education, and the
Committee would scarcely believe that at the
time they were actually assisting to give the
very lowest form of education in the colony.
In his own district there was a State school, and
a part of the ground belonging to it had actually
been granted for a racecourse, and that race-
course was running right through the playground
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of theschool. He thought the Minister for Public
Instruction had made a mistake in granting
that land for a racecourse so near a State
school 3 and it was very likely to produce
larrikinism. There was nothing he knew of
that boys were fonder of than going to see a
race, and many times they would leave school
and go a mile or two for that purpose. The
Government had actually brought the race-
course right through the school grounds, the
school being the first, and the racecourse brought
up to it. Not only that, but they had knocked
down the fence, or proposed to do 1t, so that the
circle of the racecourse might run through the
playground at the back of the school. He
wished the Minister to tell them whether he had
definitely decided not to allow such a thing to
take place. The school was invested in a board,
and that board was entirely opposed to the race-
course going through the playground. The board
were the representatives of the children and the
parents, and they were all opposed toit. That
ought to be sufficient to prevent tampering with
the school-ground, Hehoped the hon. gentleman
would be able to tell him that it was decided that
such a thing should not take place. It had been
in abeyance for a long time, and the sooner it was
settlod the better.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION said that, in veply to the hon.
member for Ipswich, he might state that
the hon. gentleman had rather contradicted
himself. He first told them that the site
was  already destroyed by a racecourse heing
taken through it, and shortly afterwards he
asked if the arvangement was completed or not?
He had evidently made a mistake ; either there
was no racecotrse going through the school-
ground, or else it never had been proposed. The
fact of the matter was that he (the Minister for
Public Instruction) had received a communica-
tion from the residents about Tpswich, asking to
have an exchange of land from the racecourse
with some fromn the school reserve, and he saw
no reason whatever for not agreeing to it, as
he convsidered the land they were to get from
the racecourse to be very suitable for inereasing
the school, and a better site. However, some titne
after that, he had a strong remonstrance from
the two hon. members for ITpswich, who said there
was a strong feeling against the thing being
done, so he left the matter in abeyance. Shortly
after that he received a numerously signed
petition from the inhabitants of Bundanba
praying that the exchange might be made. He
had sent that application to the school board.
and awaited thewr answer. The thing was in
that state at present.

Mr. NORTON said he supposed that the
Minister who had charge of the department was
always prepared, on occasions like the present
to hear a good deal of dizcussion, although, he
supposed, most of the remarks had been made
previously two or three times. He did not think
that the debate that had taken place would help
to bring the system into favour. He was one of
those who believed in the advantages to be
derived from the education of the children of the
colony ; but he did not believe in the system,
because the result of it was that a number of
children in the country districts received no
benefit whatever. They were so situated that it
was impossible for them to do so, while, at the
same time, their parents had to contribute, as tax-
payers, as much towards the fund ax anyone else,
In that case it was a very great hardship,
because he knew of people who were very far
removed from any public school, and who were
at the same time anxious to get their children
properly educated, and they had not only to
contribute to that enormous cost, which was
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yearly increasing, but had actually to provide
the full eq)ense of educating their children
besides.  Of course that was a thing that
conld not be altered ; but when to that was
added the fact —as had been shown that
evening — that of the children who could avail
themselves of that educational system one-half,
or about that, did not take advantage of it, it
made the system appear very much worse. He
did not say that one-half of the children who
were nominally educated derived no benefit
whatever ; but the result was that if the sum-
total was taken it was equivalent to one-half
of the children only being educated.  In looking
at the question one could not help asking where it
was to end.  For the present year there was an
increase of over £35,000, and it was time to see if
it could not be cut down. He for one agreed with
a great deal that had fallen from: the hon. mem-
ber for Rosewood. He did not believe in those
exhibitions and scholarships, although he granted
it was a fact that, as a rule, those who could not,
under ordinary circumstances, send their chil-
dren to universities, had received the benefit of
them. He believed that the amount invested in
educational purposes could be much more bene-
ficially spent under the system suggested by the
hon. member for Rowwood—namel) in mining
colleges, technical colleges, or whatever they mwht
be called. They w ould be much more useful

because information could be imparted to a very
much larger number of people. For his own
part he did not see how any reduction was to be
made in the present vote, because the system
was such that it was impossible to keep it down.
There was one thing certain, and that was, that
if it went on at anything like the rate it was
going at present it would come to an end. That
was a matter which the Minister for Education
ought to take seriously into consideration. Of
course, in the position in which he was placed,
he had every opportunity of finding out
what was going on in other colonies; and he
should make a study of the question in order that
he might ascertain how the systemn had worked
there, not merely for the benefit of the children,
Iut to see which was the most economical way.
That that had not been done so far seemed to be
apparent-—he did not know whether it was so ornot.
He would suggest to the Minister that before he
brought down another estimate to the Committee,
instead of increasing the expenditure, he should
try to devise some scheme tor its reduction ; he
did not mean a reduction of the whole vote, hut
a reduction in the rate of increase. There was
one thing that must be said with regard to the
teachers, and that was that, as a rule, compared
with other servants in the employ of the Gov-
ernnient, they were not well paid. He believed
the Miuister stated that most of the teachers had
received increases this year.

The PREMIKR : Those increases are made in
accordance with the regulations.

Mr. NORTON said he understood the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction to say that the
teachers not only got increases last year, but this
year also, having been admitted to a higher
grade. He did not think that anyone begrudged
the teachers the money they received for their
services, but he thought they should teach more
pupils. He did not rise particularly to oppose
the vote, but he could not, when the oppor-
tunity arose, refrain from protesting against the
enormous expenditure, as other hon, members
had done, because, compared with the advantages
the eolony ought to derive from their education
system, the expense was very great. Hethought
that the mere fact of the expenditure being =o
large must in a few years lead to some other
result, for unless the population and the revenue
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increased much more rapidly than they were
doing they could not go on increasing that vote
at the present rate.

Mr. KELLETT said he had not much to say
on the general question of education. He agreed
with some former speakers that there was a
great number of people in the colony getting
free education for their children who could
afford to pay for it. He had always thought
that those who could pay for their children
should do so, but that the rudiments of
education should be given to those children whose
parents could not afford to pay for their instruc-
tion. He thoughtthatschoolsshould be established
in outlying districts where there were no private
schools, but that even there those persons who
could afford to do soshould pay for the education of
their ownchildren. Hewassatisfied that if asystem
of charging fees was instituted a great number of
people who now sent their children to school and
paid nothing would be pleased to pay for them.
He had heard that from many persons; from
some among the farming class for instance, who
were pretty well off 5 and he believed those people
would prefer to pay for the education of their
children. The vote for education was increasing
vear after year, and he thought it was time thata
scale of fees was arranged and adopted. But what
hespecially wished to allude to was some remarks
made by the mewber for Ipswich, and to give
a little more reliable information founded on
facts. The hon. member stated that something
injudicious was about to be done by the
Minister for Public Instruction by allowing a
racecourse to be established alongside a school.
Now, before the present Ministry assumed office
there was a reserve originally surveyed and put
up for auction by the late Government. Only
a few allotments were sold, and those at very
small prizes ; the rest were withdrawn, and the
people of the district subsequently applied for
the grant of that land as a racecourse reserve,
the one that had been in use there before Separa-
tion having fallen into private hands, and, of
course, become lost to the public. The appli-
cation was granted, and a reserve was pro-
claimed, as other reserves had been proclaimed
in other centres of the population by all
Governments. At the time it was granted a
promise was given that the exchange which
had now been spoken of should be granted,
the reason being that the land on which the
school was built ran out into a long narrow
strip right into the racecourse reserve. He
believed that the reason why the land was kept
in that shape was that it preserved the frontages
tothe Government, who expected that by l\eepmn
it they would be able to g get more money for the
land when sold than they would otherwise.
The land proposed to be given in exchange for
that asked for from the school-ground was
higher, better suited for building on, or for a
plcwgrmmd or any other purpose ; but there
was some delay on the part of the inhabi-
tants in getting the land surveyed, and the
exchange was not made. When the present
Minister for Public Tnstruction came into office
the matter, which had been before the department
for some time, was brought under his notice.
He (Mr. Kellett) had not understood the cause
of the delay, but he could understand it a little
more now since Le had heard of the action of the
hon. members for Ipswich in the matter, and he
supposed they must have been working under-
hand previously. The Minister for Public
Instruction was asked o go and inspect the
land for himself, and see whether the proposed
exchange was a desirable one in the interest of
the de]nrtment~\\ hether it was a fair exchange
or not. The hon. gentleman accordingly pa.ul
a visit to Bundanba, where the school was
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ituated, and went over the land very carefully,
and came to the conclusion, as he told a gentle-
man who was present, that he was satisfied that
any man who understood the difference in value
between the.piece of low-lying land and the high
land would see that the portion proposed to be
taken from the racecourse reserve and given in
exchange for the school land was the better piece.
The Minister also took into consideration the
fact that by granting the exchange it would
enable the people to rewmove the buildings in
connection with the racecourse reserve further
from the school than if the exchange was not
made. The hon. gentleman then promised to
recommend the exchange to his colleagues. He
(Mr. Kellett) was present at the time, and he
thought it was as good as granted. Bub they
found that a great bubbub was made hy
two or three “snufflebusters” up there, some
of whom he thought could hardly write
their own names, but wanted to show that they
had great authority in the district. They
interviewed the Minister, and they got first one
member and then another who were going to do
something dreadful—they were going to resign
their Bﬁ\ﬂ’,b if the exchange was granted.

Mr. MACFARLANE : Who told you that?

Mr. KELLETT said he was told so in Ipswich,
and the people seemed to think it would be a
very good thing if they could get men who
would look after the general intevests of the
public instead of little matters like that. The
matter was recommended by the Minister for
Kdueation to his colleagues, and it had been in
abeyance ever since. The Premier had pro-
mised that he would inspect the land himself;
he supposed it would be necessary for the whole
Cabinet to inspect it. He was certain that their
inspection would bear out the statement he had
made—that the land offered was far better than
the land proposed to be taken away. That was
the storm in the teapot which was guing on ; the
cry was, ‘“We are a lot of good people and we
will block this racecourse.” He (Mr. Kellett)
advised the peopls to send down a petition, and
they did send a very large one. A few names
were those of leading men in Ipswich, but the
rest were those of people immediately round
Bundanba. Nine-tenths of the people about
the place were in favour of the exchange. He
knew the people, because he had lived just
alongside for some time, and all the people with
any common sense were perfectly satisfied with
the exchange. That was the whole thing. The
threat of the member for Ipswich that they
would resign seemed to have kept the Ministry
from making the grant recornmended by the
Minister for Education.

Mr. MACFARLANE said those were the
reliable facts they were to get from the hon.
member for Stanley, who would not be the mem-
ber for Stanley in the next House. They were
told that nearly all the inhabitants of Bundanba
signed the petition in favour of the racecourse
going through the school-ground. He was in a
position to tell the Copmittee that the petition
lay for four days in a public-house getting signa-
tures—and they knew how anxious people were to
please a publican. They were also told that the
reserve was put up for sale, and that very few lots
were sold 3 and no doubt they were expected to
infer that the ground was not valuable. He was
in a position to say that if that land were put up
for sale in Ipswich to-morrow it would fetch
£400 an acre. That was the land the country
was asked to give away for a racecourse. The
argument of the school board at Bundanba was
this : That they selected the land because it
was high, and would make a good, dry, hard
playwround for the children. The ground
o ffered in exchange was lower ground. Besides,
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the children were far better with their play-
ground at the back of the school than on the
main road at the side. The board thought it
would be unbecoming to bring the racecourse
right behind the school, as it would bring the
children into far too near contact with things
they had better keep away from. The remark
the hon. member for Stanley had made as to a
threat that the members for Ipswich were going to
resign was very good for his story, but the stor Y was
sumethuw like the petition in the public-house.
The stmno argument of the board was that they
objected to the exchange, and they had a perfect
right to stick to the ground originally allotted to
them.

Mr. FOOTE said hewas not going to make
any remarks in particular in reference to the
Education vote. For some years the vote had
been growing outof all proportion, and the country
would not long be able to stand it. The House
would have to retrace its steps at some future
date, and remodel the system of education. There-
fore it was not his intention to offer any remarks
on the vote now. By-and-by the whole question
would have to be dealt with in a proper and
tangible manner in the interests of the country.
In reference to the racecourse matter, he, too, had
sowe knowledge on the subject. The school was
within a few hundred yards of his electorate,
and he believed a great proportion of the scholars
were children of his constituents. Many of the
committee also resided in his electorate. The
hon. memnber for Stanley had evidently got hold
of the wrong end of the information when he
said the wmembers for the district threatened
to resign.  He (Mr. Foote) did not believe that
such a thing ever occurred, but he did know
that the members of the committee threatened
to resign, and the hon. mewmber had made
a mistake in attributing that to the members
for Ipswich. So mnear were the members
of the committes to resigning, that a wneet-
ing was called for that purpose. They were
to carry out certain business and then tender
their resignations. He (M, Foote) saw some of
the committee on the matter and advised them
not to resign but to hold to their position. He
also advised them to call a meeting of the
inhabitants or parents of the children attending
the school, and they did so. At that meet-
ing the inhabitants confirmed the action the
committee had taken in reference to the
piece of land taken for the racecourse. The
committee were very hardly treated by the
Minister for Education. When that hon. gentle-
man went there to survey the ground, as he (Mr.
Foote) understood, rightly or Wunwly he did so
without giving them any notice. Heinvited none
of the committee to join him in his inspection.
He only invited certain interested parties in
Ipswich to attend—men known for their horse-
racing proclivities. He was not saying whether
racing was right or wrong, and was making no
nttempt to condemn it. He only wanted to
state that the committee thought the Minister,
when he had one side with him at the inspection,
should have invited the Committee to attend as
well, so that they might have had the opportunity
of offering their opinion at the samne time as the
other %ntlunen The committee considered
that they had been overridden in every act they
had attempted to do in connection with the
matter. They thought they were the proper
parties to consult on the question, and should
not have been overridden in their position with-
out some reasonable grounds being stated. Had
the Minister wanted to give the land for the
racecourse, and had he intended at the same time
to remove the school to some better or more
suitable place, in accordance with the wishes of
the inhabitants, no objection would have been
raised. The department, however, had not the
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slightest right to take away the ground with-
out the consent of the committee. The hon.
member for Stanley cast a reflection on the
school committee, and spoke about some ““snuffy”
r “ snufflebuster” meetings ; and he complained
of the inability of the committee to deal with
the question. He also spoke of their lack of
common sense, and said any right-minded
person  would have been agreeable to the
proposition of the Minister for Fducation,
whilst, of course, any other person who held an
opinion opposed to that proposition did not
possess any common sense.  Now, he (Mr. Foote)
could tell the hon. member for Stanley that the
school committee was composed of some very
respectable men, who were quite as capable of
making their own way in life as the hon. member
himself, and that though he might be sharp in
practice, or even cunning, he would have to travel
very far before he could outwit themn to any great
extent. Asfor common sense in school matters, he
would find as inuch amongst them as o make them
able to combat with him. He believed the matter
in dispute could be amicably settled to the satis-
faction of all concerned, and if the Minister went
about it in a right way he could bring about a
very peaceable solution of the difficulty. The
great complaint was that the racecourse bad
been brought into too close proximity to the
school.  When the racecourse was used, a
holiday would no doubt be proclaimed in the
district, consequently the children would not be
at school, and, therefore, not particularly affected
by the races. At other times, however, when
the horses would be training on the course,
the children would be at school, and their atten-
tion would be attracted by the horses in training
to such a degree that they would be tempted to
leave their lessons and the teacher could not be
reasonably expected to do much good under such
circumstances. If the racecourse, instead of
being brought close to the school, was put at the
other end—at what was known as Stafford’s
side, where there was ample room for it—
then it would be sufficiently removed from
the school, and all objection would very likely
be withdrawn and the matter amicably settled.
Thus both parties interested in the matter
might be equally satisfied. Iun reference to
the value of the land, the hon. member for
Stanley only drew a picture of what its value
was many years ago. It was different now, He
(Mr. Foote} certainly did not put the value on it
that the hon., member for Ipswich, Mr. Macfar-
lane, did. That hon. member might be a
better judge of the land than he was, but
he (Mr, Foote) believed that its value would not
be below £60 per acre. The Minister for Lands
wouldbe abetter judge, asthe Governmenthadsold
land during the present year on theother side of the
creek, and the prices it fetched bore out his (Mr.
Foote’s) statement as to its bringing £60 per acre.
It should not be forgotten that one of the finest
racecourses in the colony was granted before
Separation to the racing club at Ipswich ; so it
was scarcely fair that they should ask the Gov-
crnment to give them another. Certainly, they
wot deeply into debt, and mortgaged that race-
course, and it was sold, he presumed, in the
interests of the mortgagee, That very racecourse
was to-day worth many thousands of pounds.
Taking all those things together, the hon. mem-
ber for Stanley must acknowledge that the ob-
jections raised by the hon., members for Ipswich
were proper objections, and were very justly
brought forward. If both parties were to examine
the place, no doubt they would arrive at an
amicable solution of the difficulty.

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said it was a pity that
the Committee had drifted away from an inter-
esting discussion on the merits of the education
system into a purely local discussion of the merits
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or demerits of a certain racecourse. The hon.
member for Stanley deserved to have a vote of
censure passed upon him for having stirred up a
nest of hornets or—what was the other word?

An HoNoURABLE MEMBER : *‘ Snufflebusters.

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: Hornets or “snuffle
busters” who would very likely talk the whole
evening about whether the racecourse should be
near the schoolornot. That was amastter not for
the Committee, but for the department, to decide.
He hoped the discussion would now be allowed to
revert to the really important question of the
educationsystem of the colony. There wasnodoubt
—as 50 many hon, members seemed to think—that
that systemn was being carried too far; they were
trying to do too much ; the expense was becoming
great. It was time the attention ofthe Minister
for Education was called, and forcibly called, to
the necessity of vestricting his operations and
cutting down hisexpenditure next year. Hehad
protested against that extravagant system of
State aid years and years ago, but with no effect.
Hitherto the general feeling was in favour of gra-
tuitous edueation ; the people wanted toget their
children educated up to the highest pitch ‘“free
gratis and for nothing.” But at length a better
feeling was springing up, and now, he believed,
people would be willing to pay some fees by way
of acknowledging the responsibility due from
them to their children. They would appreciate
the blessings of education more if they had to
pay a trifle towards it. He believed that State
education was tending in a wrong direction.
The education given to girls tended to disqualify
them for their future Iot. They were taught
musie and dancing—-

An Hoxovrasrk MEMBER : Not dancing.

Mr. LUMLEY HILL: They were taught
music and singing, and it would be far better if
they were taught sewing and cooking.

An HoxoUraBrLe MuMsER : So they are.

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said the education they
received made them averse to marrying working
men—inen who expected their wives to cook
their dinners for them and keep their homes
tidy. Those girls got a sort of semi-superficial
high-class education, and after leaving school,
instead of going into domestic service, where
they would finish their education in the matters
of cooking and sewing, they preferred getting
into milliners’ shops, where they had the day to
work and the night to themselves, when they
were not  looked after by any mistress—
a state of things which sometimes did not
lead to desirable results so far as the girls
were concerned. The opinion he had expressed
on the education system was spreading, and he
looked forward with some hope to see a possible
retrenchment effected in the vote next year.

Five years ago people had mnot become
thoroughly alive to the embarrassiment which
the constantly growing expenditure on

State education was likely to cause to the
country. It was still increasing, and unless
checked would soon become too burdensome to
be borne, especially with hard times and a
probably deficient revenue before them. The
expression of opinion he had heard that night
was a very welcome one to him, at all events,
and he should be very glad to go still further
when the vote came forward next year.

The PREMIER said some of the ohservations
that had been made about the general increase in
the vote, required that he should say a few words
upon it, There was apparensly a very large
increase in the vote, but it was assignable almost
entirely to additional teachers, additions to the
. walaries of teachers, and an additional amount for
i school buildings. There were, for instance, 143
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new teachers required this year, in addition to the
915 provided for last year; and that alone must
account for a very large increase in the vote.
The salaries of the teachers were fixed by the
regulations. Nobody had said that the salaries
were too large, or that there were too many
teachers to do the work. Indeed, schools were
rather under-staffed than over-staffed, and in
many of them the complaint was that there were
not enough teachers to do the work properly.
With tespect to the increase for school buildings,
the present system was that the inhabitants of a
district must subscribe one-fifth of the cost of a
new school. That was a pretty good indication
that a school was wanted, and on the fact being
settled to the satisfaction of the Government
they contributed the other four-fifths. Wher-
ever the population increased largely it was
necessary that school accommodation should
also be increased ; but that was an indication
not of extravagance in the adwinistration of
the department, but of the increasing prosperity
and populousness of the different parts of the
colony. It was merely a sign of that. Those
two increases—for school buildings, which no one
could say were extravagant of their kind, and for
the increased number of teachers—were indica-
tions of prosperity, not of extravagance. Those
were the only substantial increases. There were
others of a minor character—he would not speak
of the increase in the charge for orphanages as a
sign of an increase of prosperity—but those were
the only increases worthy of serious attention.
It had been the custom every year since the
Fducation Act was passed, now ten years ago,
for hon. members to say that the increasing
burden of taxation for the purposes of education
would in time become unbearable. That was
very easy to say, but it must be borne in mind
that the cost of education would be none the less
to the cominunity—if the education given was
as good as it was at present, and surely no one
wished it to be worse—the cost of eduecation
would not be less whether it was borne by the
State or by private persons. In either case the
cost would be an equal burden upon the
community. The only question then Was one
of policy — whether could
not be reduced, but which would ploba.bh‘ be in-
creased—should be cast upon individual persons
—whether it should be left to their option to
spend money in the education of their children
or not—whether, in fact. the cost should fall
upon parents, or upon parents and persons who
were not parents, alike? That was a question of
policy which they had disposed of ; and those hon.
members who fancied they could see a general
dexire to reduce the cost of public instruction
did not see that they were fighting against the
spirit of the age. The spirit of the age had
been recognised in this colony many years ago.
That spirit wasbeing recognised, and was maling
itself felt in nearly every Clvilised country in the
world. It was contintally increasing, and he
believed that Defore many years it would
be recognised in Great Britain, Conserva-
tive as that country was, the principle was
becoming  recognised there that it was the
duty of the State to undertake the education
of the people, as it was already recognised
in many Continental countries, and’ before long,
he belteved, would be in all.  Of course if they
were to discuss the whole question of education
his hon. colleague would not get his estimates
through that night, nor to-morrow, nor the next
night. Tt was no use attempting to discuss the
whole question on a vote of the kind beforethem ;
but he thought it was just as well to recall hon.
members’ attention to the real position of the
matter—to the real nature of the increases, and
the circumnstances which had necessitated theu.
Solong as the colony increased in prosperity, so
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long would they have increases in the Education
Department. As soon as there was a decrease in
prosperity, or when population becamestationary,
then there would be a reduction in the Hducation
vote ; and so long as the increase in expenditure
was not disproportionate to the increase of
population they had nothing to be alarmed
about, but much upon which they might con-
gratulate themselves.

Mr. HAMILTON said one of the most
important functions of the Chairman, in order
that he should possess the respect of the Com-
mittee,was that he shouldactimpartially. He(Mr.
Hamilton) had risen on two occasions, and other
members were called before him. He had said
nothing then, but merely mentioned the fact to
the Chairman. But when he last got up the
Chairman actually called him by name, and after
he had done so the Premier rose, and then he
wascalled. That was not according to the rules
of the Committee.

The CHATRM AN said hewished toput himself
right with the hon. member. He did not see
hun on the former oceasions ; but on the last,
when he called a Minister, he believed he was
following the universally recognised principle
that, when a Minister of the Crown and another
member stood up together, preference should be
given to the Minister before a private member.

Mr. HAMILTON said he quite agreed that
preference should be given to a Minister if he
stood up at the sanie time as another member ;
but once the Chairman called a member by
name that member had the right to address the
Committee. The Chairman called him by his
name distinetly, and afterwards the Premier
got up, and then he called that hon. member
by name. He simply wished to make a few
remarks regarding what was stated by the
hon. member for Stanley in connection with the
racecourse exchange. In the first place he would
point out that they were to have something
thoroughly new in regard to elections. They
had frequently heard of ‘ Bulcocking” the
elections, and now it appeared they were goinyg
one better, and that the elections were going to
be ¢ Macfarlaned.” When an election was to
be ““Bulcocked ” it was generally a matter of
surmise; but when it was “ Macfarlaned” it was
to be a question of certainty. The hon. gentle-
man had distinctly stated that the hon. member
for Stanley—who probably had come under the
ban of his displeasure— was not to sit in
that House any more. He (Mr. Hamilton)
would like to know which hon. members on
the Opposition side of the Committee the hon.
member intended to allow to Dbe returned
during the next election. The hon. member took
()\ceptl()n to the remarks of the hon. member for
Stanley, who stated that the majority of the
residents around his district had attached their
nawmes to a certain petition in favour of the
exchange, on the ground that it was signed in a
public-house. He (Mr. Hamilton) contended
that it did not matter where a petition was
signed, even if the petitioners had to crawl up a
tree to do it, so long as the signatures were hond
Jfide and represented a majority of the residents;
and that had not heen denied. The only objec-
tionto the exchange referred to was that the school
committee thought it was better that such an
exchange should ot take place. But it had been
stated by the hon. member for Stanley that that
committee did not represent the opinions of the
people; and, with regard to the question
whether the exchange should take place,
there was the fact that the Government had
promised it, and as a matter of course they were
bound in honowr to fulfil their promise.

Mr. SALKELD said he wished to put himself
right with regard to the vemarks of the hon.
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member who had made some disparaging obser-
vations in reference to his hon. colleague and
himself—in fact, he went out of his way in order
to make them.

Mr. KELLETT : You started it first.

Mr. SALKELD said he did not. He thought
that when the Minister for Education gave a
statement of what took place he should make it
correctly, The facts were simply these: The
school reserve was set apart for school bmldmgb
long before it was ever thought of having a race-
course there. The old residents in the district
knew the locality well—knew it in wet weather
as well as in dry—and pointed out the place
where the reserve was at present as being
the driest land on the flat. The reserve was
granted, surveyed, and partly fenced in. The
racing community in and about Ipswich had
had a racecourse granted to them, which they
mmtna"ed and m‘maﬁod to lose, and they
'Lpphed to the Gover nment for another race-
course at Bundanba; in fact, a public-house
was built not far from the place in the anticipa-
tion that it would be granted. The Minister for
Education went to Ipb\\'l(,h met some of the
racing community there, and the hon. member for
bmnley and others who took a prominent part in
racing took him out and showed him the place;
but none of the school comnmittee, with the excep-
tion of one who lived in the neighbourhood,
were present. The first intimation the schoal
committes received on the subject was that the
department intended to make an exchange,
showing the land along the creek as the portion
they were going to give fur school purposes in
place of the ]mrt that was wanted for a race-
course. The five members of the school com-
mittee unanimously sent down an objection to
the exchange, and they received a reply stating
that one pa,r’c between the school and the
creek and another part on the opposite side
from the creek were intended to be granted.
When they received that information two of the
members of the committee waited on him and
his colleague representing that they and the
residents of the district were opposed to the
exchange; and he and his colleague made their
representation known to the Minister for Tduca-
tion. The next thing he heard was that certain
racing men of Ipswich went round with a petition
to the Minister for Education, and they said,
amongst other things, that the Minister for
Tdueation told them that if they got up a
petition on the subject it would strengthen
his hands. The Minister for Edueation would
be able to tell the Committee whether that
was correct or not. e knew of persons who
were asked to sign the petition, but refused.
At last it was taken to the public-house near the
racecourse, and left there for several days for
everybody who came along to sign. One party
remarl\ed to him that everyone who signed it got
a “nip,” but he did not lxnow whether that was
true or not. With regard to the remarks made
by the hon. member for Stanley about the school
comimittee, he might say that they were five
respectable men who had raised themselves
to good positions, and if the hon. member
for Stanley had started life as they had
he would have Dbeen at the bottom of the
ladder now. One of them was a coal-mine
proprietor, another the owner of quarries, while
a third was the owner of a sawmill, and the
other two were farmers; and none of them
deserved the remarks made by the hon. member
for Stanley. They were not horse-jockeys,
grooms, or stable-boys, and he supposed that was
the reason the hon. member thought they were
nobodies, The committee called a meeting of
the residents, to which he was invited. 'lhcy
tendered their resignations, but the meeting
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approved of the action they had taken
and were unanimous in the opinion that

they should retain their positions. The hon.
member for Stanley stated that nine-tenths of
the people were in favour of the racecourse,
but Bundanba embraced a large district. They
might travel ten or twelve miles from the school
and still be in Bundanba. In fact, there was a
school at Upper Bundanba hesides the school in
question. The school committee were unani-
mously opposed to the exchange, and he supposed
they represented the wishes of the parents; if
so, he did not think it was right that the

Minister should act against those wishes.
If the residents in the locality and the

school committee were willing to make the
exchange he had nothing more to say. Another
of the hon. member for Stanley’s correct facts
was that the ground proposed to be given for
the racecourse was lower than the other. That
was untrue. If there was any rising ground in
the place that was the highest of the lot. It
was as plain as A B C to anyone who saw the
place that towards the cresk it was lower ground.
On the other side from the creek it was not as
dry, and he did not think it was quite as high.
‘With reference to the general question, a good
deal had been said about the Education vote
increasing year by year ; and certainly £35,000
in one year seemed a very large increase, but
there was no money voted cn the Iistimates that
was better spent than the Education vote. He
believed the departinent was one of the lowest
paid in the Public Service, and he did not see
how the vote could be curtailed, on account
of the extension of buildings and the in-
crease in the nmumber of teachers. Though he
hoped the Minister for Kducation would econo-
n:ise where possible, he wag of opinion that there
were other departments in which economy was
far more required. It was necessary that the
State should, in its own protection, educate the
rising gener: atmn seeing that numbers of parents
took no interest whatever in the moral, intellec-
tnal, or material welfare of their children.

Mr. KELLETT sald the hon. member, in his
usual polite language, referred to a statement
made by the Minister for Education as being
untrue.

Mr. SALKIELD : Noj; that is incorrect.

My, KELLETT said no doubt that was the
polite language used by the people with whom
the hop. gentleman associated, but he would find
before long that it was not appreciated by hon.
members, When the hon. gentleman referred
to a statement made by the Minister for Educa-
tion as being untrue or incorrect, he need
hardly draw attention to the matter when the
hon. member said that some of his (Mr. Kellett’s)
statements also were untrue. He also would
ask the Minister for ¥ducation whether what he
had stated was untrue, and the reply would
show that the hon, member for Ipswich, Mr.
Salleld, was wrong in what he had said. Then
the hon. gentleman said that the land he (M.
Kellett) stated to be inferior was the best ; hut
it was well known to be simply a melon-hole flat
where the water lay after every shower of rain.
He would ask the Minister for Education whether
that was not true? The fact was that the hon.
members for Ipswich had got hold of the wrong
end of the stick to start with, The racecourse
had been granted and gazetted some four years
ago, and to hear the hon. gentlemen talking one
might fancy that it was only just proposed to he
put there. It was not likely that anyone would
attempt to remove it at any time. The exchange
that was asked for would make it more useful,
and would be better for the school. He would
ask the Minister for Education which land he
considered the hetter?
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The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said he certainly thought that the upper
portion of the land along the road was the best.
The other portion waslow ; but it had a frontage
to the creek and was valuable on account of the
water.

Mr. SALKELD said the hon. member for
Stanley was quite wrong in what he had said.
He did not use the word ““untrue” in regard to
the Minister’s remarks. He said the hon.
gentleman might have been more correct and
given the whole of what he had said. He did
not say that his statements were untrue, hut that
he did not give the whole of the facts. He had
seen that land in wet weather, which was more
than the hon. Minister for Education had, so
that that gentleman could not say where the
water lay, The school committee had seen the
land and had selected it, 8o that the hon, gentle-
man’s statement was completely at variance with
the experience of the residents there. It was
selected because it was the driest on the flat,
although 1t was hard to say which was the highest
or the lowest ; still, he admitted that the land
along the road was more level. Tf the racecourse
were there he could not interfere with it. The
hon. gentleman had taken a wrong view alto-
wether. He (Mr. Salkeld)had never interfered with
the racecourse, although he had been threatened
by a member of the racing club for the action
he took in connection with the school committee.
Tf they liked to set on a lot of bullies to threaten
him they could ; but that would not affect him
in any way. He should do what was necessary
to carry out his duties.

Mr. MIDGLEY said there seemed to be a
yreat danger that the question of that racecourse
would split the Ipswich bunch, at any rate ; it
might even ruin the Government. He had
nothing to say on the subject. He was not
one of the Ipswich bunch, and he did not think
that the opinion of the hon. senior member
for Ipswich or the hon. member for Stanley
would affect his prospects. He rose chiefly to
express bis gratitude, if he might so call it, for
the speech delivered by the Premier on the matter
of education in the colony. He considered that
they had an institution in their midst of which
any British colony might be inordinately proud—
an educational system which they had battled
for, and which had been established on a firm
and, he trusted, permanent basis, and which
hon. gentlemen on his side of the Committee
should think over a great deal, and reflect
upon  a great deal, hefore they began to
attack it and bring discredit upon it. It
was not unlike the criticism they had heard
npon the Land Act—a measure which they
individually assisted to pass, and which had
had no opportunity as yet of proving a
success or not. I3ut here was an institution
which had been established and which had
siucceeded admirably, and vet they were dis-

posed to talk of it in the same way.
Whether an institution was a success or
failure, it =cemed liable to be attacked

by those who brought it into existence.

the vote was larger this year than last year
it was something they ought to expect, and they
ought to be prepared for it year after year. So
long as they expected to see the population
of the colony increase, and so long as they
thought it was a desirable thing that the
country districts should be taken up, settled,
and cultivated, and their resources developed,
so long must they expect that the vote for
education would increase year after year.
People living in towns were only too apt to over-
look the peculiar circumstances of the country in
which they lived. Tf there were not a system
of education such as they had, education in many
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of the country districts would be altogether
and unnecessarily neglected. In the small and
scattered communities there were in the bush,
it would be impossible for people to maintain an
educational system of their own, apart from any
central or national organised system such as they
had. They expected, year after year, that the
demands of many divisional boards would in-
crease ; and they should also expect, asthe country
hecame settled and population increased, that
the educational vote would be greater year after
year. It seemed to Dbe the only rational and
equitable way of educating the young people of
the colony. Kducation was a national benefit, and
it seemed to be extreme folly to ignore the right
of one individual more than another; and if it
was a benefit to the colony at large, all people
ought to contribute, whether husbands and
fathers or not. They sbared in the benefits of
the system, and it was the only way in which
they could get at the bachelors and spinsters
and wealthy men who had neither child nor
chick of their own. They should pay some-
thing towards training up those who would help
to make the land beautiful and musical. He
would like to ask the Minister for Education
one question with regard to the vote. There
was an amount put down for the Deaf, Dumb,
and Blind Institution, which was considerably
increased this year—a thing he was sure no one
would regret, except the cause that necessitated
it. Was 1t in contemplation by the Government
to establish an institution of that kind in
Queensland? It might be done in conjunction
with some other institution, and the money be
spent in the colony. Hesupposed the instructor of
the blind was the gentleman of whom they had
heard so much in his favour. The time had come
when they should discontinue making a grant
to an instibution in a neighbouring colony, and
establish an institution of that character in their
midst. He would like the Minister to tell the
Committee, if he had the information, what
number of children, deaf, dumb, or blind, were
sent from this colony to, or were at present
inmates of, the institution in New South Wales?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TTION said that if the hon member would wait
till they came to that vote he would give him the
information.

Mr. KELLETT said he wished to apologise to
the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Salkeld, his
reason being that he now pitied the hon. member
as he would pity any man who had a defective
memory. He happened to take down the words
used by the hon. member, and if he read Heansard
to-morrow he would find that they were com-
pletely true. When he (Mr. Kellett) found a
man’s memory was so defective that he could not
remember what he said for two minutes he took
no notice of him, because he evidently did not
know what he was talking about.

Question put and passed

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that there be granted the sum of
£5,300 for Inspection and Contingencies.

Mr. ARCHER said he was afraid the dis-
cussion on the last vote was more about a_race-
course than the Estimates. He would call the
Minister’s attention to the fact that while the
incomes of officers in other departments were
given in the schedule to the HEstimates there was
no notice whatever taken of those in the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. He thought it
would be well in future to include the
officers of that department in the schedule.
With regard to the vote that was now before
hon. members there was no increase in the
salaries of the inspectors, and he knew that the
anonnt set down for travelling expenses was
necessaly as the inspectors had to travel long
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distances. He hoped, however, that next year
the Minister would have the salaries of those
officers inserted in the schedule.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said the salaries that appeared in the
schedule were the salaries of Civil servants who
held more than one office. The officers in the
Department for Public Instruction had only the
one office, and all they got appeared on the Esti-
mates. In the case of teachers, the amounts they
received in addition to their classification salary
were given in the printed list published annually.

Mr. ARCHER: Those should appear in the
schedule.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
schedule did not pretend to be a complete list of
all the officers in the Civil Service. It wassimply
a list of those who held more than one office, or
received an allowance in addition to the salaries
voted on the Estimates-in-Chief,

Mr. ARCHER sald that was what he stated ;
all the teachers got more than was set down in
the Estimates.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes; but
a special list of those teachers was printed so
that they would not require to insert the informa-
tion in the schedule.

Mr. PALMER said he wished to call atten-
tion to a complaint made to him in reference to
the state of the school and teacher’s residence at
Hughenden. There were nine inspectors in the
department, and he would like to know the
reason why that schoolhad not been taken over by
the department. He had seen himself that the
school was uninhabitable. The flooring boards
were not nailed down, the roof leaked, and there
was o tremendous lot of contractor’slumber about.
He supposed the school was not taken over by
the inspector, as he believed it was necessary that
all schools should be taken over by an inspector
before they were occupied. A few weeks ago he
called for a return, which was laid on the table
of the House on the 7th October, relative to the
fooring space allowed to children in the State
schools. That return had not been circulated—
perhaps it had not been printed. The reason he
moved for it was todiscover what was the atten-
dance in the State schools of the colony, and also
the amount of flooring space available for each
pupil. He had read in the report of a com-
mission in America that no less than 25 square
feet for each child was necessary for the health
of the children attending the schools, and that
anything below that was very detrimental.
Touching upon that point, he had read in a
report in reference to the schools of New South
Wales, that the flooring space there was only
6% square feet to each child; so that there was
a great discrepancy in that colony between
what was necessary for health and the actual
facts. In the ninth report of the Secretary for
Public Instruction for Queensiand, at page 47, it
was stated that many of the sheds and verandahs
at schools were used as flooring space for teach-
ing the children, and as the paragraph was a
very short one he might as well read it to the
Committee. Mr. District Inspector Platt said :—

“* In consequence of the crowded state of some of the

town schools, the practice of teaching on verandahs and
in play-sheds is on the increase. Anongst the evils
attending it are headaches, neuralgia, eramps, sore eyes,
tan, freckles. dust, and discomfort. Iabits of inatten-
tion, of partial attention, of disorder, and of lax
discipline are generally cstablished by it. Verandahs
and play-sheds are for shelter aud recreation; it is a
mistake to regard them as available floor space for
teaching.”
That was the reason he called for the return.
He was surprised that it had not been circulated
among hon. members, seeing it had been laid on
the table seven days ago.

(Question put and passed,
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The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that there be granted a sum of £200
for Drawing Instructors.

My. LUMLEY HILL said he thought that
was a (uite unnecessary item. He considered
the only duty the State owed to the children was
to see them through the elementary stages of
their education—the three R’s for example—
reading, writing, and arithmetic. In that he
was borne out by the testimony of one of the
greatest liberals in England and in the whole
world—John Bright—who had expressed his
opinion very forcibly on the matter. It was not
at all incumbent on the State to provide the
higher grades of education for the masses.

The PREMIER :

teachers.

Mr. LUMLEY HILIL said it was giving
education at the expense of the State. It was
not incumbent on the State to educate teachers.
Plenty of teachers could be found who had
received their education from other sources if
other channels of education were not completely
shut out by the State monopolising the whole of
the education. It was not fair to the taxpayers
that the State should go beyond primary educa-
tion. Plenty of men and women, instead of
being apprenticed to trades and made engineers
or mechanies, were forced into a sort of genteel
life ; they were brought up as pupil-teachers, and
then they aspired to get into the Public Service.
Alotof money wasthrownaway ineducating them,
and the consequence was that the clerical billets
were overstocked with people who were worse paid
than bricklayers, tradesmen, or anything of that
kind. Tt would be much better to apprentice
the young men of the colony to trades than to
drag them up as pupil-teachers at the expense of
the State, and then disseminate them through
the community as cletks and that sort of
thing. It was the superior branches of educa-
tion he objected to, and not the primary branches.
He fully admitted that & man who could not
afford to pay should have his child educated up
to the three R’s, at all events, at the expense of
the State ; but he did not see the necessity for
educating pupil-teachers with the idea of drawing
or musie, or any other thing of that sort.

The MINISTER FORPUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said he would point out that the drawing
instructors were for the teachers. In Brisbane
there were 131 teachers taught, in Ipswich 22,
and in Rockhampton 28.  There were only
3 teachers ; the one in Brisbane drew £100, the
one in Ipswich £30, the one in Rockhampton
£30, and the remainder of the vote was to pay
another teacher when necessary.

Mr. ANNEAR said he thought that was one
of the best votes on the estimate, and he
was very much surprised at the smallness of it.
He quite agreed with the junior member for
Cook that boys ought to be apprenticed to a
trade, but drawing was part of the education
any boy should have before he was apprenticed.
They had to educate the teachers up to such
a standard that they would be able to educate
the scholars. It might be that every boy
about Brisbane wanted to get into the Public
Service, but he knew that in Maryborough there
were fifty or sixty boys apprenticed to a trade
in one factory—a factory for making doors and
sashes. When he (Mr. Annear) was apprenticed
to a trade, what an advantage it would have
been to him had he been able to do a bit of
drafting ! But in the West of England, when he
was a boy, it was not known. It was the best
education that could be given to a boy—to teach
him a little drawing before he was apprenticed
to a trade. Ie would very gladly support the

It is for teaching the
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motion, and he thought that, considering the
very small amount of the vote, no money on the
Kduecation Estimates could be better expended.

Mr. BLACK said that to some extent he
agreed with the hon. gentleman, but if the
benefit of drawing instruction were as great as
the hon. gentleman maintained the vote was
altogether insufficient. £200 to educate the
teachers of the colony!—he thought the most
economical mewnbers of the Committee would
admit that it was utterly inadequate to carry
out the ideas of the hon. member. They were
told that certain teachers in Brisbane, Rock-
hampton, and Ipswich were receiving instruc-
tion in drawing to the extent of £200 a
year. That was entirely inadequate. He
would like to ask the Minister for FKducakion
how the musical portion of the instruction was
carried on; he did not see any vote for it.
However much musical instruction, properly
imparted, might be a source of enjoyment to the
people of the colony, inadequate instruction in
music was rather the reverse. In the veport of
the Education Department was a page of music
which was supposed to be put as an examination
paper, before candidates were qualified for
admission as pupil-teachers evei.

The PREMIER : Tt is vocal music.

Mr. BLACK: How are they to get the
necessary instruction ?

The MINTISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : It is taught in the school by the
teachers.

Mr. BLACK : How do the teachers learn ?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: It is taught as part of the school
curriculum,

Mr. BLACK said he was very glad to see that
there was no vote on the Estnuates for musie,
and he was perfectly certain that the teachers
did not as a rule teach music in the school. That
subject was entirely beyond their province. If,
however, it required £200 a year to educate a
pupil-teacher in drawing, surely it would require
something to educate one in music. Or was it
that children were supposed to be born with a
talent for musie, and required no musical educa-
tion? If hon. members would read the subjects
in which pupil-teachers had to pass they would
find the following in page 82 of the Education
Report :—

“Make a diagram to represent a diatonic seale (major
mode). Let the lowest line represent the note Do, an'l
write the sol-fa names of the notes represented by the
other lines. Indicate the tonie, dominant, and sub-
dominant. Bracket each of the tetrachords.””

Did any hon. member know what that meant ?

The PREMIER :
ignorance.

Mr, BLACK said that what he had guoted
was not primary edueation. He would like to
know if the Premier himself could answer those
questions ?

The PREMIER said he could not.

Mr. BLACK said the Premier was none the
worse for not being able to answer them, and
there was not a man in the community who
could reflect on his intelligence.

The PREMIER : It is a matter of ignorance,
not of intelligence.

Mr, BLACK said they professed to teach the
rising generation only elementary branches of
education, but here they were launching out
into branches which they knew were utterly
useless. They were thus departing from the
principles on which the education system was
first of all established,

That only proves their

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Mr. ALAND said the hon. member for Mac-
kay knew as well as anyone why there was no
“music vote,” because he was one of the hon.
members who suceessfully blocked it two or three
sessions ago. He (Mr. Aland)much regretted that
the Minister for Education had not seen hisway to
put that vote on the Kstimates again. Music
was one of the best things they could teach in the
schools, He knew of nothing that tended to
make a home more happy than having in it a lot
of singing children. The fact was that all
children when taught young could sing, and
everybody was better by being able to sing.

The PREMIER said it was nearly ten years
since he was first Minister for Education. Since
then whenever he had an opportunity of visiting
a State schoolhe did so, and he always found that
he could tell approximately what the general tone
of a school was by hearing the children sing.
Although he was no singer himself he always
made it a point to hear the children sing, and
when they sang well together and in harmony
he could tell that the school had a good tone.
That was his own personal experience.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that £115,900 be voted for Schools
—salaries and contingencies. He had already
referred to the increase in that vote. 1f
there were any items hon. members desired
further explanation about he would be glad to
give them.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that £37,055 be voted for Build-
ings and Supervision.

Mr. ARCHER said that it had been stated by
the Premier, as well as the Minister for Education,
when their attention was called to the increase
in the Education vote, that a good part of it
arose in connection with buildings. A great
many hon. members were quite prepared to
vote all that was necessary for keeping the
educational system of the colony up to its present
standard, but he might say—although the vote
was passed—that he did not agree with a great
deal that had fallen from the hon, member
for Mackay. He considered that drawing was
an admirable thing for the young people to be
taught. There was, however, a way of carrying
oat the Act with more economy, which he would
suggest. He would ask the Mimster for Education
whether he invariably saw that the people of
a district which had its schools enlarged or
repaired contributed a fifth of the cost, as they
had to do in the case of a new school being
erected. He knew the Premier did not agree
with him on that point, but it was one worthy of
attention from those hon. members who wished
to see at least some sort of economy introduced
into the Kducation Department, According to the
Act the people had to contribute one-fifth towards
thecost of anew building,and it was perfectly justi-
fiable that they should likewise contribute one-
fifth towards the cost of repairs and extensions.
‘Why should the people of a district be able to
say, ““We cannot get a new school without con-
tributing, but wecan get a new wing to it without
subseribing anything”? He would ask if the
very great increase in the vote did not arise
from the fact that repairs and additions to schools
were carried out without calling ou the people
interested to contribute any part of the money ?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said the custom under the regula-
tions was to get subscriptions from the people
of a district, amounting to one-fifth, towards
the erection of new schools in their district;
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whilst additions and repairs were paid for by
the department, without calling for any local
subscriptions.

Mr. ARCHER said the regulations were
certainly made under a clause of the Act, but
they were, after all, made by the Governor in
Council, and could he altered on the recom-
mendation of the Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion Here, then, was an opportunity for
checking the exceedingly rapid growth of the
Education vote, and hon. members who were
anxious for economy now had a chance
of giving a strong expression of opinion that
something should be contributed locally by those
who wanted additions or repairs to their schools.
That would considerably reduce the estimates of
the department, and would reduce them by a
much more substantial sum than if the items for
drawing and music were knocked off. That the
people should in all cases subscribe one-fifth
was a matter which he considered ought to be
insisted upon. They had, of course, come to the
determination that the State should provide
teaching for the cominunity asa whole ; but they
had not come to the decision that education
should be entirely free. They had decided
that those who wanted schools should con-
tribute one-fifth of the cost; and in what way,
and on what principle, building a wing to
a school could be separated from building
the school itself he did not know. What did
the present system lead to ? In the first place,
it led to this : People, in a district, subscribed
£100; £400 was added to that, and a school
was put up to contain 200 or 300 children
at a cost of £500. The consequence was that
miserable rubbishy buildings were put up, chiefly
built of pine, which in a year or so were riddled
with white ants. That system, he was happy to
say, was a thing of the past. He had instituted
a new system when in office, and he knew that
when he left the department schools were put up
of the very best material and in the best possible
way ; so that the inhabitants of a district could
not get a school to accommodate a large number
of children without contributing a sum which
would put up a good building. As things were
at present, people said, ¢ We cannot have a very
big school because the department insists upon
good buildings being put up; so we will build a
small school to contain say 50 children, then we
will put 100 children into it, and the Government
will be obliged to make an addition.” The
Secretary for Public Instruction had told them
that only a few weeks ago a school had been
opened, and already it required an addition to be
made to it. The cost of that addition came upon
the Government. Now, he had pointed out a
legitimate way of trying to reduce those esti-
mates. He could not assist the hon. member
for Cook in reducing the estimates in the way
he proposed, but he would assist him in reducing
them in the way he (Mr. Archer) suggested.
He would like to hear an expression of
opinjion from the Committee, as to whether
the regulations should not be amended in
the way in which he had suggested—in such a
way that people would be compelled to subscribe
one-fifth of the money required for additions and
repairs to school buildings. That system, once
initiated, would save hundreds of pounds to the
State, and make the parents of children feel that
they had some duties to perform, and that the
State was not going to take everything out of
their hands. He hoped the Committee would
see that that was a legitimate manner in which
to save, perhaps afew thousand pounds a year
to the State.

The PREMIER said the hon. member had
not moved any reduction in the vote, and he did
not know whether he intended to do so. That
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question had been raised a great many times in
the House and debated thoroughly every year.
He had frequently spoken upon it ; but in order
to refresh the minds of hon. members he would
say briefly what he had said on many former
occasions.  The object of requiring that one-
fifth of the cost of a school should be contributed
by the inhabitants of a district before the school
was established was not so much to compel the
parents of the children always to pay one-fifth
of the cost of the building as to insist upon
the Lona fides of the demand for a new school,
and to show that the people were willing
to pay a fair share of the original cost of
establishment. When the school was erected
the huilding belonged to the State, and the
principle that was tirst introduced when the Act
came into operation—the principle which had been
previously adopted by the Board of Education,and
the principle adopted in all communities where a
system of free publiceducation was in operation—
was that it was the duty of the State to keep its
own property in repair. Suppose there was a
necessity for repairing or painting a school, and
the Government were to wait until the inhabi-
tants subscribed one-fifth of the cost. Why,
the proposition was preposterous !  The result
would be that in a poor season or difficult
times, while the people were going about to
collect the money, the place would have gone so
much to ruin that the repairs would be useless,
or would cost five or six times as much as
if they had been done at once. As far as
repairs were concerned, therefore it was quite
impossible to carry out the principle of insisting
upon one-fifth heing subscribed ; but when they
came to the question of additions perhaps some
arguments might be used in favour of the hon.
member’s proposal. He spoke now because he
had bad very long experience in the depart-
ment, having been in charge of it for more than
four years—both before and after the system
was initiated which required the inhabitants to
subscribe a share of the cost of additions. Suppose
a school to contain insufficient accommodation,
the children’s health suffered and the education
was diminished in efficiency thereby. A request
was made to enlarge a school, and the answer of
the departinent was—*No ; you must subscribe
one-fifth of the necessary cost.” The inhabi-
tants might not be able to do that, and perhaps
the thing would hang on for year after year, or
at all events for a considerable time—say six
months.  During that time the children’s health
continued to suffer, their eduneation continued to be
inefficient, and what was gained ? Perhapsin the
course of time £30 was subscribed, but he ventured
to say that during the time it took to collect
that £30, £250 worth of health and efficiency
would be lost to the school. That would be
the result. The hon. member said that in the
first instance, in many cases, the inhabitants
subscribed just sufficient money to get the
smallest possible school erected, and that they
did that with the deliberate purpose of getting
the school enlarged at the cost of the Govern-
ment afterwards. That was not hisz expe-
rience. During the time he was at the head
of the Education Department that was not
so. In every case the school was originally
erected for the number of pupils estlmated
by the officers of the department as likely
to attend, If after that, as frequently occurred,
the population of the district increased, and
there was a demand that the school should
be enlarged, the State undertook the duty. The
buna fides of the people having been proved in
the first instance, the State undertook itself all

further cost. That was the principle that was
! intended to be operated upon in 1875, when Parlia-
ment passed the Education Act. Tt was the prin-
ciple introduiced by the first regulations, It was
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carried out for three years, and afterwards dis-
continued, and they had now reverted to the
previous system. Fe believed the change, if
effected, would represent an extremely meagre
saving to the department, perhaps £1,000 a year
or perhaps £1,500, but it would also represent a
large diminution in the efficiency of the teaching
and the children’s health.

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said the hon. member
for Blackall suggested that he should move a
reduction in the amount. He quite agreed with
what the hon, member had said. He quite
believed that, if the State bore four-fifths of the
whole cost of the school, the least the people
could do, if they got their children educated for
nothing, was to keep the building in repair.
As to the additions which had been referred to
by that hon, member, the Minister for ¥ducation
had pointed outin the most ingenious manner how
people could get a good big school put up pretty
cheaply if they built the smallest possible school
which would be allowed by the Government—a
school which would cost about, say £200, and
which would eventually become the wing of
the building, and then they would go in next
year, and, at the cost of the Government, get
what they called an addition put up, which
would really constitute the main building.

The PREMIER : They do not do so.

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said it seemed it was
quite open to an ingenious school board to do so
if they liked. The question with him was one of
principle. He did not wish to take up the time
of the Committee unnecessarily, or to obstruct
the Hstimates in any way. His object was to
elicit an expression of opinion from hon. mem-
bers as to how far they were prepared to goin
the matter of State education--to what extent
the country was prepared to burden itself without
allowing the parents and guardians of children
to have a share in the burden. It would be well
also if the outside public would look at the
matter in its proper light ; and if the estimate
went through without any discussion they would
never become alive to the necessity which he saw
of some alteration being made in the future.
The Kducation vote would overwhelm the colony
some day.

Mr. ISAMBERT said he entirely agreed with
the Premier on that point, for it was a work
connected with primary education. If the
inhabitants had to contribute every time an
addition was wanted to a public school the
country would be in a chronic state of contribu-
tions. He did not share in the alarm that had
been expressed by the hon. members for Port
Curtis and Cook. It had been shown by the
Premier that those increases would only cease
when there was no longer any increase in the
population. Any increases of that kind ought
to be looked upon with satisfaction as far as the
colony was concerned. Tt should also be remem-
bered that there was no department in the
Public Service so economically managed as the
Education Department. The teachers compared
very favourably in acquirements with any mem-
bers of the Civil Service, and they received the
lowest pay for the arduous duties they had to
perform.  Another point was that every penny
spent on education was spent in the colony. 1If
the Education vote was twice as heavy it would
not weigh heavily on the country, because the
money did not leave the colony.

Mr. FERGUSON said that if the Government
were to take the building of schools entirely into
their own hands they would save a great deal of
money. When people had to contribute one-
fifth the cost of a school they would naturally
want the building erected in the cheapest manner
and of the lowest class, If the building of
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schools was left entirely to the department
they would erect them of such a size as
to be ahead of the time, sufficient to meet
the requirements caused by increase of popu-
lation for the next ten years. No expendi-
ture would be required for additions; the
first cost was all that would be required. The
great fault of all the public buildings in the
colony was that they had been erected for the
day, and now they were all being pulled down
and rebuilt on a larger scale.  Had those who
originally built them looked only a few years
ahead hundreds of thousands of pounds would
have been saved to the country. If a single six-
pence was not required from the people for the
erection of schools the State would save a lot of
money.

Mr. BLACK said he agreed with the theory
of the Premier, but he would show the Com-
mittee what the practice of the department was
when any additions to school buildings became
necessary. He would refer to the school at Mac-
kay, which was not a small school put up to try
afterwards to compel the Government to erect a
very much larger one.  On page 18 of the report
it was shown that the annual enrolment of the
Mackay ~chool was 408 boys and 3064 girls, or a
total of 772 children. When a school containing so
large a number of children required additional
accommodation, the district was certainly en-
titled to have it. But when application was
made for additional accommodation the people
were told that until they subscribed one-fifth of
the nioney necessary for that additional accommo-
dation they could not get it.

The PREMIER :
Government.

Mr. BLACK : It was immaterial to him what
Government it was.

The PREMIIR : Since that the regulation
has been altered.

Mr. BLACK said then he hoped the hon.
gentleman would carry out his theory and not
enforce the payment of the guarantee he had
got from the people there.

The PREMIER : Have they paid up?

Mr. BLACK : No; we have not.

The PREMIER : You ought to be ashamed
of yourself !

Mr. BLACK said he wanted to point out the
difference between the theory and the practice.

The PREMIER : It is a different system.

Mr. BLACK said it became necessary to erect
additional buildings, the school being over-
crowded, and the health of the children suffer-
ing in consequence ; but before the additional
accommodation was granted the people had to
subscribe £500 in cash, and give a guarantee,
which the Government held, for £250 more, Of
course they could hardly expect the Treasurer
to send back the £500, which, according to the
theory of the Premier, was undoubtedly obtained
under false pretences; but he would impress
upon the Minister for Bducation the justice of
not enforcing the guarantee for the £250.

Mr, MACFARLANE said he believed that
both the theory and practice, as stated by the
Premier, were perfectly right. The hon. member
for Mackay had been speaking of the past, and
he (Mr, Macfarlane) might say that thesame
state of affairs existed with regard to Ipswich
some two years ago. They then had to pay
for all improvements, but during the last twelve
months all additions and improvements that had
been made had been paid for by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. BLACK : This case was within the last
twelve months,

That was under the late
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Mr. MACFARLANE said he knew it was
understood, after the discussion last year, that
in future all improvements should be paid for
by the Government; and he thought that was
only fair. If the people of a district were wil-
ling to build a new school and subscribed one-
fifth of the amount that was necessary, and after
a short time they found that the building was
too small, in order to get further subscriptions
they must go back to the very men who had sub-
scribed towards it only twelve months before,
andask them to subscribe again.  He thought it
was only fair in such cases that the State should
pay for additions and improvements. He did
not think that any district would he likely to build
a small school merely for the purpose of getting
money from the (Government afterwards. He
therefore believed it would be better that the
State should pay for all improvements.

Mr. NORTON said the effect of the hon.
gentleman’s argument was this: If a district
was poor the residents in that district would be
called upon to pay one-fifth of the snm required to
put up a small school, and if the district became
more populous—and the Premier regarded popula-
tionasasignof prosperity—if it became more popu-
lous, according to that theory, it would not be
called upon to contribute anything whatever
towards the additional school accommodation
required. He was not aware until that night
that the Government had any intention of vay-
ing the whole cost of additions to schools. They
had had some discussion on the matter last
session, and it was then understood that all
repairs were to be done by the Government, but,
for his own part, he had never understood
until now  that additions as well as re-
pairs to schools were to be carvied out entirvely
at the cost of the Government, He began
to agree with the remarks of the hon. member
for Rockhampton, that it would be much better
for the Government to undertake the whole
cost of those buildings from the first ; then they
would know what they were doing. The hon.
the Premier, a short time ago, had argued, not
only that an increased expenditure in connection
with schools was a sign of additional prosperity,
but he went so far as to say, and said truly, that,
whether the money which was voted under
the Public Schools Act was paid by the State or
by the people themselves, still it would have
to be expended, and in every case the expendi-
ture would come from the taxpayers themselves.
No doubt that was true, and if it was to be ac-
cepted as a good argument for spending public
money to the extent they now did it was an
equally good argument for spending a greater
sum of money in additional buildingsand taking
the whole of the cost off the residents in the district.
That was a very good principle up to a certain
point, but the objection was this: that if that
was done, men who were in the position of being
able to pay the cost of the education of their
childrenr, and who would not feel the outlay,
would derive the full benefit of the public ex-
penditure, and for this reason: that rich men,
or men who or were moderately well off, would
insist upon their children remaining at school
the whole time they were intended to be edu-
cated, and therefore they would derive the fullest
benefit which could be derived from the public
expenditure ; but men, such as farmers on the
Darling Downs, as had been pointed out by the
hon. member, Mr. Aland, were obliged fre-
quently, especially during harvest time, to take
their children away from school in order to
assist in working their farms. That was
how the hon. member tried to account for
the smallness of the attendance of children
in comparison with the number on the roll.
If the system was carried out, as suggested by
the Premier, then the men who "could least afford
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to pay for the education of their children would
derive only half the amount of benefit from the
money voted that would be derived by others
who could well afford to pay. That was one
of the greatest evils of the system, and one of the
greatest objections that could be raised against
carrying it into effect. With regard to the
claims for school buildings, he certainly did
think that if people were to be encouraged to
pubt up small schools in order that additions
might be made afterwards at the expense of the
Government, they ought to build the whole
of the schools at the cost of the State, so that
the expenses would fall upon the taxpayers
generally,
Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FORPUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that £12,650 be granted for
Provisional Schools.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FORPUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that £3,302 be granted for Grammar
Sechools.

Question put and passed.,

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that £600 be granted for the Bris-
bane School of Arts. The vote was in aid of
technical education.

Mr. NORTON asked whether any conditions
were attached to the expenditure ?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: No.

Mr. NORTON said there ought to be, because,
however good the intentions of the committee of
the school of arts might be, the money might be
spent on objects to which it was not intended to
be devoted unless the conditions were attached
and the vote instead of being a popular one would
soon become most unpopular.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said there was a report sent in evéry
year by the cowmmittee of the school of arts,
containing a stalement showing how the money
was Spent;, what lectures were given, and
how many people attended. Classes were held
for teaching freehand drawing, mechanical draw-
ing, chemistry, mathematics, shorthand, Latin,
French, German, geology, book- l\eeplnur arith-
metic, writing, carpentering, and English
grammar, The attendance during last year
was 100 for the first quarter, ‘97 for ' the
second, 120 for the third, and 131 for the
fourth; and the actual number enrolled was
242 an increase of 21 per cent. on the previous
year. The ages of the pupils were generally
within the limits of 15 and 25 years, and the
greater number were apprentices, clerks, shop-
men, and office-boys. Prizes varying from £1
to £5 in value were offered by the committee for
proficiency in the various subjects.

Mr. BLACK said that when the vote wag
first placed on the Estimates three years age it
was not considered that it would be an annual
vote, but that if the money were given the insti-
tution would be self-supporting in a year or two.
The Committee apprehended at the time, how-
ever, that if it once got on the Estimates it
would be & difficult matter to get it off
again. He was not prepared to cavil at the
Vote, because the instruction given was likely to
be of considerable benefit, but he was not cerbain
that it would not be more candid to put the
amount down a3 a vote to the Brisbane School of
Arts, for that was what it was in reality. If they
thought that the institution was getting an undue
advantage over other schools of art the Com-
mittee could either reduce the amount or increase
the endowments of other schools of art, There
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was no doubt that the vote was on the Estimates
under false pretences, because it was really an
increased endowment to the Brisbane School of
Arts,

Mr. NORTON said he believed the education
given under the system carried on was a very
good one, and on that ground he should not
oppose the vote ; at the same time, if it could be
shown in other large towns that technical educa-
tion could be carried out, those towns were
equally entitled to a grant for that purpose.

The PREMIER said the committee of the
school of arts always made a full report to the
Governnient—a very interesting report it was—
on the work they were doing. If that showed
they were not doing good work the Government
would not be disposed to ask for a continuance
of the grant. As to other towns, if the com-
mittees of the schools of arts showed that they
were prepared to do equally good service the Gov-
ernment would willingly propose that assistance
should be given to them also. As a matter of fact
the receipts of the institution in question were
£400 from other sources, and £600 from the
Government.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that £16,036 be granted for
Orphanages. There was an increase of nearly
£3,000 on last year’sestimates. The sum of £400
was required to complete the contract for the
new building at Townsville. The original
estimate was £5,000, but the contract price was
£5,400. Besides that a sum of £1,000 was
required for fencing and furniture. Additions
and repairs to State orphanage buildings would
require £1,000. Repairs were wanted at the
State Orphanage, Rockhampton.

Mr. ARCHER pointed out that there was an
increase in the salary of the inspector.

The MINISTER FORPUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said there had been a change; £300
had been voted, and £66 was paid out of the
Supplementary Estimates for 1884-5 for eight
months.

Mr. ARCHER said he would like to hear how
the inspector was doing his work.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLICINSTRUC-
TION said the inspector had visited all
the orphanages. He had been at Towns-
ville, Mackay, and Rockhampton, and had
inspected the Diamantina, Nudgee, and St.
Vincent’s Orphanages, which were worked very
well indeed. His report was in the Education
Report ; but it was not until after that report
came out that he visited the Northern
orphanages. He spoke of all of them very
favourably indeed as to the way in which they
were kept, and was very well satisfied with
them.

Mr. NORTON said that the inspector had
been paid £300, and had received £66 foreight
months in the Supplementary Estimates. For
eight months he had been paid at the rate of £400
a year.

The PREMIER said the change had been
made after the Estimates went through.

Mr. NORTON said in the next item there
was a reduction of £40 for two clerks ; £260 was
very little for two clerks.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLICINSTRUC-
TION said there had been two clerks, one
receiving £200, and the other £100; but the
latter had been removed, and the one who had
taken his place received only £60.

Question put and passed,
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The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that £630 be granted for the Deaf,
Dumb, and Blind Institution. An increase
had been demanded by the institution in
Sydney. TFormerly they used to pay £14 per
annum for each person, and £6 additional
after the first year for clothing. Now £30 was
demanded, and £6 for clothing, so that each
inmate cost £36 after the first year. He found
that in New Zealand each patient cost the insti-
tution £40.

Mr. NORTON said he thought the Sydney
people were justified in charging that amount,
If they depended upon them to take charge of
their deaf, dumb, and blind, the least they could
do was to pay the full cost. It was not fair for
Queensland to expect New South Wales to
maintain those unfortunate people at a less cost
than they paid for their own patients. If the
New South Wales Government liked to demand
it, this colony might be very fairly expected to
make up the loss that had been sustained. He
was sorry the amount was so large, because it
seemed to indicate that there was an increasing
number of unfortunate people who were forced
to take advantage of that institution. He would
like to know what number of Queensland patients
there were now in New South Wales ?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said he had a report drawn up which
showed that thirty patients had been sent to
Sydney since they had been in the habit of
sending them there, and there were now on the
books down there only fourteen—the rest having
been discharged for one reason or another.
The parents of some of them had engaged to pay
for their keep.

Mr. PALMER said that in the vote there was
an item of £80 for a blind instructor. Was that
for his own benefit, or for the benefit of the blind
throughout the colony? e saw by the second
annual report of the Mission for the Blind in
Queensland that there were 200 blind persons in
the colony, and if that vote represented the
relief granted to those persons it amounted to only
8s. each, and it would be very necessary to
teach them some means of earning a livelihood.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said that amount went to the blind
instructor. He had a conversation with him
a fortnight or three weeks ago, and he said
that he was at the present time travelling about
the colony giving instruction to all the blind
people with whom he came in contact. He had
received a railway pass at Rockhampton, and
was going westward along the line. That sum
of £80 was paid to the blind instructor, and
there was also a private fund for the same object
raised by subscription.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION moved that there be granted the sum
of £2,798 for the Museum, and said he
wished to draw attention to an error in that
estimate. The Assistant Curator was to have
received £200, but by a mistake only £150 was
put down on the estimate. The balance
of £50 would be placed on the Supplementary
Estimates.

Mr. NORTON said he understood that the
Assistant Curator would get £200.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : Yes.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the COLONTAL TREA-
SURER, the CratrMAN left the chair, reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again to-
MOrrow,
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ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER, in moving that the House
do now adjourn, said that, after the formal busi-
ness to-morrow, it was proposed to take the
second reading of the Pacific Island Labourers
Act Amendment Bill, and then to proceed with
Supply.

The House adjourned at twenty-three minutes
past 10 o’clock.





