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Jlormal J.Wotion. [14 OcTOBER.] h-;lections Bill. i049 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wcdnesd"if, 14 Octouc1·, 1885. 

Qucstion.~F'ormal ::\Iotion.-J~lections Eili-considera­
tion in committee of the Legislati\·e Conucil's 
mnenrtments.-Jiotion for Adjournmcnt.-.:\Iessagc 
from the Legislative Oouucil.-Fndue Subdivision 
of L~·md Prevention Dill-recommittal.-Frienclly 
Societie~ ..let of 1876 Amendment llill-eommitteo 
-Supply-resumption of committec.-J..djounutlent. 

The SPEAIO<;R took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUI~STIOX. 

Mr. STEVENS asked the Colonial Secretary­
If the Go\,.ernment have yet ma-de any arrangement 

for the introduetion of immigrants from Germany 
direct? 

The COLONIAL SI~CRETARY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith) replied-

'flle Government have not yet made any arrangement. 

:FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion wa~ agreed to :­
By .Mr. ANNEAH-
That there be laid upon the table of the IIousc-
1. A return showing the number of tons of manu­

factured wrought iron work indented from Great Britain 
for railwny rolling-stock, from the 1st of January, 1883, 
to d>Ltc. 

2. The number of tons now nndcrindent and the price 
per ton, covering all charges when landed in the colony. 

ELECTIOKR BILL-CONSIDEUATION IN 
CO:NDHTTJ<;E OJ<' THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL'S Al[KXDMENTS. 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. S. vV. 
Griffith), the Speaker left the chair, and the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the Legislative Council's 
amendments in this Bill. 

On clause (\1, in which it wtts )JrOposecl to omit 
the word '~ ~;ix" and insert the word ''four," 
and also to add at the eucl thereof the following 
words:-

,, Provided that the Uovcrnor in Council may direct 
that the voting shall, in any electoral district, or at any 
polling phtce or places in ::tn electoral distriet, terminate 
at any hour later than 4 o'clock, but not later than 
6 o'clock, in the afternoon, and in any such case the 
voting shall terminate at the time so direct,ed aecord­
ingly." 

The PRl<;MIJ~R said the amendments made 
by the Legislative Council in that clause were 
these : They proposed that the poll should close 
at 4 o'clock instead of 6 o'clock as wno proposed 
by the Committee, with a discretionary power 
to the Governor in Council to extend the time 
to 6 o'clock at any particular polling place or 
polling places where that might be desirable. 
He believed himself that the amendment was an 
improvement. In the greater number of cases 
4 o'clock would be late enoug-h, but there were 
exceptional cases in which 6 o'clock would be 
n1ore convenient. The clause \Yas not passed in 
the shape the Government originally intended, 
but now it wns more in the form they desired. 
He moved that the amendment be agreed to. 

i\Ir. KATES sttid he was very glad that the 
Premier had decided to ngree to the amend­
ment. \Vhen the clause was passed by the Com­
mittee it was passed hurriedly. There were 
many places in the country where there were 
only a few votes to be polled, and where 4 o'clock 
would be late enough; and as the (i-overnor in 
Council would have the power to extend the 
time to 6 o'clock when it was considered uece,,­
::;ary, he thought the arnendn1ent was a good one, 
and that it should be acceptecl by the Com­
mittee. 

Question put and passed. 
On chtHse 81, in which it was proposed to insert 

the following new ptuagraph-
" The returning officer :;hall also cxrtrninc the rolls 

which have been userl and marked by him::; elf and the 
lJre:-::.iUing officers at the several polling lllaces, and 
ascertain \\'·hether any electors ~tppea.,r to have voted at 
more r,hau one polling place. and shall mah? out n list 
8howing the names and numbers oi' all electors who 
appear to have so voted at more than one polling place, 
and Hhall forward n COlJY thereof to each ot' the candi­
dates, and :::haJl enclo-se the original list in the t'Calecl 
1meket to he nuLdeup lJy him as bcrcinaf1er provided." 

The PRK\HER said the arnenchuent in that 
clause imposed upon the returning officer the 
duty of going through the rolls which had Leen 
user! at n,n election, after he had received them 
from the presiding officers, with the view of ascer­
taining whether any elector had voted at more 
than one polling place. That would be a very in­
teresting fact to know in each case, and would be 
of great assistance to candidates if they wished 
to take any steps to petition against the election. 
Of course, the information was available now if 
they had a scrutineer at each polling place, but 
not otherwise. He thought that on the whole 
the amendment was a good one. It would give 
the returning officer some additional trouble, but 
except where there was a large n11mber of polling 
places that trouble would not be considerable. 
He moved that the amendment be ag-reed to. 

C.\uestion put and pas"sed. 
On clause 82, in which it was proposed to omit 

the words "If he is then registered as an elector 
of the electoral district' 
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The PRE-:\IIER said the Council proposed >W 

amend1nent in that clause enabling thG returning 
officer to give his casting vote in the event of a 
tie, whether he WiLS a reg·istered elector or not. 
That raised an extremely nice point. The 
returning officer must be an elector when he 
was appointed. He might afterwards cease to 
be an elector, and in that event, of course, 
not being an elector, he ought not to vote, 
and if there was a tie he could not give a 
casting vote to decide which candidate was 
elected. \Vhat would happen after that he (the 
Premier) confessed he did not know. In England 
both members were entitled to be sworn, hut 
neither of them could do anything. Here he 
supposed a fresh writ would have to be issued. 
After carefully weighing the arguments for and 
against the amendment, he was disposed to think 
that perhaps thP balance of convenience was on 
the side of allowing the returning officer to give a 
ca>tingvote. He therefore moved that the arnend­
lnen t be agreed to. 

l\Ir. STI~VEKS said he thought they should 
not pass that amendment hurriedly, but that they 
should give it some consideration. It seeme<l to 
hirn an absurd thing to send a 1nan frorn one 
di~;trict into another where he was not an 
elector, and in which he had no interest whnt­
ever, and allow him to decide by his c>wting­
vote >Ul election which might be of vital irnpor­
t,;nce to the district. He thought it would be very 
much fairer to have an election over again in 
case of a tie, than to allow it to he decided by a 
man who had no personal interest in the dio­
trict. 

Mr. ARCHElt said if the parties in an elec­
torate were very evenly balanced he clicl not see 
that any harm would be done by the returning 
officer giving a casting vote. He thought the 
amendment proposed by the Legislative Council 
was an uncloulJted improvement, and thnt it 
should be accepted by the Committee. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRE-:\IIER moved that the Legislative 

Council's amendment in clause 101, which was 
purely a verbal one, be agreed to. 

ltuestion put and passed. 
On the motion of the PltR~1IER, the CHA!Il-

3IAX left the chair and reported that the Com­
mittee had agreed to the amendments of the 
Legislative Council. The report was adopted, 
and it was ordered that the Bill be returned to 
the Legislative Coundl with a me>oage intima­
ting the concurrence of the House with the 
amendments. 

MOTION :FOR AD,T01!RNl\IKNT. 
The Ho:sc. ,T. M. MACIWSSAN said: Mr. 

Speaker,-! want to bring before the House a 
matter which I think is one of necessity, and 
which the Government and the House ought to 
know all the particulars of. A few years ago 
it was agreed between the Post and TelP:;raph 
Department and the Railway Department to 
appoint officers who should be servants jointly of 
both departments. That was done for purposes 
of economy. In many places there are station­
nmsters to whom the ltailway Department could 
not afford to give an adequate salary, but by 
being put in charge of the post-office, and in 
some ca8es the telegraph office, attached to the 
station, their remuneration is increased so that 
they can live. In 1nany casehl it is a bare living. 
I believe the system has worked very well-at 
least, it has worked in the interests of the 
colony-and I never heard any compaints about 
it while I was in office. Six or seven nwnth~ago the 
Telegraph Department, thinking probably to re­
duce their expenditure, made an arrang-ement with 
the Railway Department that in s•Jme inskmces, 

when a change of officers took place, a reduction 
in the postal or telegraphic salaries should be 
made. Of course, the Raih\ay Department had 
nothing to do but submit, and I believe a circular 
on the subject was issued by the Commissioner. 
Immediately afterwards the Telegmph Depart­
ment made another arrangement by which the 
salaries of certain officers were to be reduced 
from the 1st of July, and that has been carried 
into effect. Now, I suppose there are ne:uly a 
dozen railway stations where a reduction has 
been made, and in some cases the salaries have 
been brought clown below the cost of bare 
living. I take, as an exan1ple, a raihvay sta.­
tion and telegraph office with which I am 
well acquainted, as I live near it - the 
:Eagle Farm ,!'unction. 'rhe master in charge of 
that station is, I believe, a very good railway 
servant, and has been a very long thne in the 
service. Hh~ daughter, two years ago, was 
appointed telegraph operator, at a salary of £40 
a year. Besides doing the telegraphic work for 
the public, she does, of course, the telegraphic 
work for the Railway Department, and, in addi­
tion to that, she gives material assistance to her 
father in working the station. It happens that 
at that particular station there are a good many 
awkward curves, which prevent the "tation­
ma~ter from seeing along the line ; the points by 
which the station is worked are HiO yards from 
the signals, and there are three sets of signals. The 
daughter's salary hns been reduced since the 1st 
of July to £10 a year-3s. lOci. a week. I ask any 
person if it is ]>ossible for a girl seventeen years of 
age to live on :ls. lOd, a week? \Ve have heard '' 
good deal about "The Song of the Shirt," but I 
think the song of the telegraph operator in such 
cases can quite match it. 

llfr. Al'\.CHER: Tick, tick, tick ! 

The Hox. J. M. MAClWSSAN: Yes-tick, 
tick, tick, instead of '' -<titch, stitch, stitch." 
Another strange thing in connection with the 
case is this : \Vhen the girl did not get her uonal 
salary at the end of the month, of course she 
wrote to the Superintendent of 'l'elof,'l.'apbs, 
asking why the reduction had been made. 
He replied the next clay that he had nothing to 
<lo with her sahcry-it was £10 a year, and he 
had nothing more to do with it; and he referred 
her to the Railway Department. Four letters 
h:we passed from her and her father to the 
Railway Department without drawing forth an 
explanation or answer of any kind. I believe 
the same is the case at other stations. There is 
a grer~t deal of discontent amongst the rail way 
servants, as thev are uncertain when and by 
how much their salaries may be reduced 
without the slightest explanation. I have been 
informed that there have been one or two resig­
nations in consequence. The Telegraph Depart­
ment may be justified in trying to work with 
economy, but they should not do it by beginning 
at the lowest grade. They should begin with 
salaries which rnight be reduced without affect­
ing the cost of living. Again, if the R~il way, 
and Postal, and Telegraph Departments are to 
reduce salaries in every place that does not pay, 
how many post-offices and railway stations in the 
colonv will be shut up altogether ? How many 
more- reductions are yet to be made I do not 
know. I have broug-ht the matter before 
the Minister for vVorks, the Commissioner 
for Hail ways, and the Under Secretary 
for the Post Office, and I am now obliged to 
bring it before this House. But that i' not the 
only matter. On the South Coast Hailway 
there are thren station-masters to whom the Post 
Office DevartmBnt still pays salaries, I may 
say that in the arrangement made between the 
Teleg-raph Office and the Hail way Department 
the money was not paid from the Post Office to 
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the individual, but was handed in a lump sum 
to the Railway Department; and the railway 
pay-clerk paid each individual. That system 
has not been lately adopted by the Post Office. 
They thought they would have more guarantee of 
being paid for stamps or any little balances that 
might arise between the officer [md the depart­
ment, hy holding the individual responsible ; 
therefore the Post Office salaries are paid 
to the officer personally. The officers at the 
three stations I have mentioned have, under 
instructions from the Traffic Department, been 
actually compelled to send the cheques they 
received from the Post Office to the Traffic 
Manager's office. 'rhey have never seen the 
cheques since, and have received no explamttion 
whatever. I think it is time the system was 
inquired into. I do not hold the ::Vlinhiter for 
·works responsible; but I think the Premier 
himself ought to inquire into this matter. There 
is smnething very strange in connecthm with it. 
The Minister for ·works knew nothing of it 
until I told him, and the Commi".;ioner for 
Rail ways knew very little more. Now, there 
must be something radically wrong about 
a department when such a reduction takes 
pbce without the responsible head of the depm-t­
ment knowing anything a Lout it. If the salaries 
of those ot!icers are not paid by the Telegraph 
Department they ought to' be paid by the R:til­
way Department ; they must be paid by some 
department. Because the two departments do 
not work well together, that is no reason why the 
operators should be gronnd between them like a 
grain between two n1illstones. 'The rnoney is 
voted by this House, and should be paid to the 
servant" for whom it is voted. I move the 
adjournment of the House. 

The l\IINISTEH lPOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) said: Mr. Speaker,--The hon. member is 
quite right in saying that he brought this matter 
under my notice. I knew nothing at all about 
the telegraph operators' salaries being reduced 
until he told me, but the moment the hon. 
member mentioned it to me I made inquiries 
into the circumstances of the case. I found that 
there had been communications between the 
Tmft:c Department and the Telegraph Depart­
ment in connection with the pay of the operators 
on the South Coast line at the timo that 
line was opened to BPenleigh. The Traffic 
Manage1· thought it would be better that 
the station-master should receil·e his whole 
salary from the ltailway Department, and not 
have a portion from that department and the 
other part from the Telegraph Department. 
I think the hon. member i' mistaken when 
he says that the station-master's salary was 
reduced. A cheque had been sent by mistake 
from the Telegmph Department to the station­
master, :md it was returned bec;1,use the rail­
way officials had already drawn their full pay 
from the Railm"y Deptntment. At all events 
that is the information I have received. \Vith 
reference to the reduction of the salaries for 
the telegraph operators on the line, that was 
entirely done at the instance of the Tele­
graph Department, but the moment the Traffic 
l\Ianager's attention was drawn to it he wrote 
to the Telegraph Department remonstrating with 
them for reducing the salaries. They declined 
to pay any more than they originally paid. 
Since the matter was brought under my notice I 
have taken steps to see that those operators will 
have whatever has been deducted from their usual 
salaries refunded to them. I think the time has 
arrived now when all per-;ons employed on the 
rail way line should be paid their salaries by the 
Railway Department alone and should not draw 
them from two sources; and whatever allowances 
may be made by the Telegraph Department 
should be paid into the Hail ways. It is always 

inconvenient to have officers of a departmens 
paid from two sources. However, I have pro­
mised that whatever deductions may have been 
rnade fro1n telegrauh operators' ~~alaric.s shall be 
refunded as soon as-I get the necessJtry informa­
tion as to what the deductions amount tc>. 

Mr. II:)AMBl':RT said: Mr. Speaker,- I am 
very glad to have heard the remarks of the 
Minister for \V orks and to be assured that this 
matter will be attended to. I also have received 
a complaint, that one station-master has been 
rerluced by as much as .£20 per annum ; and I 
promised to bring the matter before the House 
so as to have it investigated. I arn very glad 
the hon. member for Townsville has brought the 
subject before the House. 

Mr. KATES ,aid: Mr. Speaker,-I know a 
c"'~e similar to the one referred to by the lwn. 
member for Rosewood. It is that of an officer 
who "'"'S for se,·erel years in receipt of £40 per 
"'nnum, and only last week he was reduced to 
£20. An alteration of that kind should never 
have b~en made by any department. I am glad 
the :Minister for \Vorks is prepared to undo all 
this mischief, and refund those servants. 

Mr. MOREHF;AD said: Mr. Speaker,--! 
agree with members who have spoken on both 
sides of the House, that a great injustice has 
been clone in the case of the telegraph operator». 
I have always maintained that these opera­
tors have been nnderpaid. They require a 
technical education, and yet are pnid the lowest 
salaries. And, if the hon. member for Towns­
villa had not raised the question, very probably 
they would have been ground clown still lower. 
\Vith regard to the £12 a year which a certain 
station-nmster on the South Coast line received, 
the Minister for \Vorks has said that there is no 
actual rednction of '"larv RO far as he knows. I 
am told, llllwever, that at the end of each quarter 
a cheqne for £3 is sent to the station-master, but 
that he cannot use it. He gets a letter always 
from :i\lr. Thallon to ~end the cheque back 
to him, and then he sees it no more for 
ever. That is the information I have received; 
also, that there h:we been reductions of salaries 
which were already so miserable as to be harclly 
enough to keep body and soul together. 'l'he 
Minister for \Vorks ought to get information 
from his own de)Jal-tment on this subject, and 
not look for it from the outside public. I 
know the relations between the Telegraph and 
.Kailway Departments are contintmlly strained. 
They at least were so "t the time I was Post­
master-General. Jealousies exist between the 
permanent heads of the departments which 
ought to be removed. I am very glad to hear 
from the l\Iinister that the telegraph operators 
are to be put right, and that other officials, now 
poorly paid, ttre not tu suffer still further 
rednctionR. 

The J\-IINISTEH FOlt WOHKS said: l\Ir. 
Speaker,-\Vith the permi>'Hion of the House, I 
would say that it is very much to be regretted 
that the parties whose t>alaries were reduced did 
not communicate with the head of the depart­
ment at once. I assure the House that I was 
not aware of the reductions, tlmt I had no know­
ledge of them until the matter was brought under 
my notice hy the hon. member for Townsville. 
I c;m only assure the House again that justice 
will be clone, and that I will have a thorough 
inquiry into the matter. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-'l'here is one 
matter mentioned by the hon. member for Tuwns­
Yille which the Minister for W 0rks has taken 
no notice of. That hon. member said that one 
employe wrote four letters to the Hail way Depart­
ment, and that none of them were acknow !edged. 
Now, I think that b going too far. Th 
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humblest individual in the Government Service 
should ha vc his letters answered if they are 
reRpectfully written, and should not be compelled 
to write four times, and then not get an answer. 
It strikes me that the responsible head of the 
department should have those letters hrought 
under his notice. If they are such as should 
come before him they should have been placed 
before him before now. 

::\Ir. SCOTT said: l\Ir. Speitker,-It appears 
to me from what htts fttllen from hon. members 
thttt the Telegraph Department has got very 
hard-up indeed. I would just point to the fact 
that the department is now making a charge for 
porterage. I live a ohort distance out of town­
at Milton-hut within the delivery of the penny 
)JOst. l<'ormerly telegrams for me used to be 
delivered free, hut now I find that for telegrams 
brought to me there I have to lJ"Y 6d. or b. for 
porterage. It is not done by any fixed rule, but 
at the caprice of the officer of the day, or else by 
~:;mneone in the endeavour to earn an hnne~t 
penny. At any rate the matter is well worth 
inr1uiring into. 

The l'RI,;JYIIER said: Mr. Sp8:tker,-I have 
just one word to say on this queotion. Friction 
between departments of the Public Service is ex­
tremely to he deprecnted. Indeed, it is not only 
to he deprecated: it should he put down with the 
strongest possible hand. All the departments 
of the Government are one service-they are 
.servants of the people of the country-and any 
difference between themselves ought not to he 
tolerated, or at lea,;t ow;ht not to be allowed to 
cause inconvenience to the public. I speak rather 
warmly on this ma-tter, because I remember when 
this system was first introduced, of arranging that 
certain station-masters should act as telegraph 
nmsters where there was not work enough for two 
persons. I was :Minister for \V orks at the time 
and I know the difficulty there was then to over­
come the friction between the two departments. 
I stwceeded, howev,~:r, in conjunction with the 
then Post1naster-Genera.l, 1\ir. Mein, in over­
coming the friction, and I wa,s under the im­
pression that thing~ had gone on all right ever 
8ince. 

The Hox .• J. M. JYIACEOSSAX : So they 
htwe, till lately. 

The PREMIER : I think the :trrangement is 
tt good one, and the officers of the departmen~ 
should not endeavour to give effect to their 
original objections in that wa,y after so many 
years' experience of it. 

Mr. ::\IACFATILA~E said: Mr. Speaker,­
This complaint appears to have been made known 
pretty widely. It has also come to my notice 
that tho8e sta-tion-masters have had their sal:tries 
reduced to the amount, I understand, which 
they receive fmm the Teleg-raph Depa-rtment. 
The remark of the :V!inist~r for \Yorks, that 
per~ons who have complaints to make should 
make them direct to the head of the department, 
is all very well, hut if anybody did so there 
would he such a hue and cry amongst the under­
strappers that he would soon be a marked man. 
I do not see why the Minister should be troubled 
with complaints that can be rectified by ~he 
under secretaries, but he should insi.~t on their 
bringing before his notice all compbints of more 
than ordinary seriousnesR. 

Mr. ARCHER s.ftid: :VIr. Speaker,-It is 
<Jnite evident that it would never do for every 
officer in a department to write direct to the 
Minister. Ordinary complaints must naturally 
be left tn the subordina-te, who has a special 
knowledge of the case. The thing is to see that 
tha.t subordinate does his dnty properly in bring­
ing the matter before the :Minister. Although 
it will be a grea-t mista-ke to allow direct com-

munication to he made to the Minister, st1ll I 
am satisfied, with what has fallen from the hon. 
gentleman, that he will see that in future his 
attention is called even to the most minute com­
plaints. 

Mr. BEATTIE s:tid: Mr. Speaker,-I agree 
with the hrm. member for Blackall that it would 
be undesirable tn allow all complaints to he sent 
to the head of the department, hnt in a case 
like the one mentioned, where four letters have 
been sent to a subordinate without getting an 
answer, the persons making the complaint would 
he quite justified in writing to the i\<!inister. 
After the promise the hon. gentlem;J,n has made 
to the House, I trust he will put a stop ~o his 
~ubordinates lowering or increasing salariet:) at 
their own heck and nod. It is an extraordinary 
thing that an under officer should be allowed to 
reduce the sa.l:try voted by Parliament to other 
officers of the department. I wa,s glad to hear the 
Premier say that he deprecated :cnything like fric­
tion between the departments. All the depart­
ments should be considered as one department for 
the benefit of the general public. But it is a fact 
tha~ the officials of one department look down 
upon the officials of another; they look upon 
them as commoner men and treat them with very 
scant respect indeed. The Traffic Department, for 
instance, is looked upon with :tnything hutresvect 
by many of the other departments, although the 
officers in it are the hardest-working men in the 
serYice. They are trea-ted simply as common indi­
viduals; they a.re not in the higher walks of life. 
The idea of reducing a young W<>rnan's sa1ary frorn 
£40 to £10 ! The thing is so monstrous that I 
hope the Minister for \Vorks will deduct it from 
the salttry of the imlividu:tl who caused it to be 
made. It will teach him a lesson not to do it again. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSA.N: I am very 
glad that I brought this matter before the House, 
although I certainly would not have done so if I 
could have got :tn assumnce from the Minister 
for \Vorks, ~he Commissioner for Railways, or 
the Under Secreta-ry that the thing would be 
rectified. I am satisfied with the promiHe made 
by the Minister for \V orks. ·whether a mista-ke 
lms been made about the South Coast Railway 
or not, I do not know, but it is a bet that 
the Under Secretary of the Post Office does 
not recognise the Railway Department as 
paymaster of Post Office officials. He m:tkes 
no mistttke as far as he is concerned. The 
cheque, are sent to these officers, and they are 
ordered by the Tmffic Inspector to be sent 
back to the Traffic i\<Ianager's office. I am glad, 
however, that the hon. gentleman intends to 
inquire into the matter and have it rectified. 
I also :tgre<' with wha.t was said by the hon. 
member for Blackall about the inadvisableness 
of allowing all complaints to be made direct to 
the head of a department; hut in the particular 
""1se in question the individuals who wrote the 
letters were certainly entitled to a reply. When 
an individual becomes a pest by writing it is 
time he should leave the service, hut until then 
his compbints should be attended to. I beg to 
withdraw the motion. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 
The SPEAKER informed the House that he 

had received a message from the Legislative 
Council, returning the Probate Act Amendment 
Bill without amendment. 
UNDUE SUBDIVISION o:B' LAND PRE­

VENTION BILL-HECOMMITTAL. 
Upon the Order of the Day being called for 

the third reading of this Bill-
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 

that this Order of the D:ty he discharged from 
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the paper, for the purpose of recommitting the 
Bill, to correct verbal errors in one of the 
clauses. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker 

left the chair, and the Bill was recommitted for 
the purpose of recon8idering clause 8. 

The PREMLER said hon. members would 
remember that yeoterday, when they were con­
sidering the clause which now stood as clause D 
of the Bill, it was suggested that provision should 
be made for the transfer or conveyanc@ of land 
to Her Majesty, or on account of the Public Ser­
vice. An amendment to that effect was made in 
that clause, and he had noted that it would be 
necessary to recommit the Bill in order to make a 
corresponding amendment in clause 8, but he 
forgot to do so. He moved that the words 
"(3) A transfer of land to Her Majesty or any 
person on behalf of Her ?>iajeBty or on account 
of the Public Service," be inserted in clause 8 at 
the bottom of page 2. 

Amendment put and passed. 
On the motion of the PRE:Mll~R, a further 

verbal amendment was made in the next line of 
the cJau,e by omitting the words "conveyance 
or.'' 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the CHAIR­

li!AN left the chair, and reported the Bill to the 
House with further alllendments. 

The report was adopted, and the third reading 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for to­
n1orro\v. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT OF 187G 
AMENDMENT J3ILL-COMl\IITTE:K 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House went into Com­
mittee of the ~Whole to consider thie Bill in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 

Clause 1-" Repeal of part of sec. 1 of 40 Vie. 
No. 13"-put and passed. 

On clause 2, as follows :-
"The Registrar-General of Queensland shall be Regis­

trar of Friendly Societle~." 

Mr. NORTON said it was stated in the course 
of the discussion last night-he did not know on 
what authority - thrct the Hegistrar-Genera.l 
would not be able to undertake this work, or 
rather that he would not be able to carry it out 
properly. It was stated that it would require the 
appointment of an actuary to do it properly. 
Could the Premier inform the Committee if the 
work could be done in the Registrar-General's 
Office? 

The PREMIER said he had satisfied himself 
that the work could be clone in the Registrar­
General's Office much more sathfactorily than 
anywhere else, because the greater part of it was 
statistical. Some of it was actuarial, and for 
that special work the services of an actuary 
would have to be employed. But, as he had 
said, the greater part of it was statbtical, and 
that could be properly done only by persons 
who were conversant with it. That was the 
reason why he had introduced the Bill after 
full consideration. The correspondence laid 
uvon the table yesterday he had seen before, 
but had almost forgotten, and upon reading it 
again it strongly confirmed him in that view. 
As he had stated last evening, he was con­
vinced that to transfer the matter to the 
Registrar-General's Department would be by 
far the most economical, as well as the moet 
efficient, way of doing the work. Of course it 

would necessitate some extra expenditure, but 
the cost would b0 much less th:m having a 
separate staff in the Supreme Court Department. 

Mr. ALAND said the hon. the Premier hctd 
stated that part of the work was actuarial. 
~Would it necessitate the employment constantly 
of the services of an actuary, or would he be 
employed only from time to time, and could the 
services of such a person be secured in that way? 

The PRKviiER said that calculations would 
have to be made every year, but there would not 
be enough work to keep an actuary employed all 
his time, by any means. 

Mr. SJ\IYTH said he felt satisfied from what 
he knew that one actuary would not be able to 
do the whole of the business. Each of those 
societies h:td a number of branches-he knew one 
that had fifty-eight in Queensland. On a rough 
calculation there were over 200 branches of one 
kind and another, and if all the work in 
connection with them was done properly it 
would be \'ery laborious. There was a statement 
in a return furnished to the House yesterday, 
which said that it cost about £1,700 to complete 
the returns in Victoria, and that it took about 
ten clerks to do the work. If the work in Queens­
land was properly carried out it would take two 
or three individuals. In addition to the friendly 
societies, were not also building- societies included 
under the Act? 

The PRE~IlER : Yes. 
Mr. GROOM said he was very glad that the 

Government had taken steps to carry out the 
Act. He held in his hand returns which tho>e 
societies were supposed to furnish to the Govern­
ment, and he was perfectly sure that a con­
siderable amount of clerical ctssistance would be 
required to analyse them. He knew one society, 
a friendly society, where the conduct of the 
secret>~ry had excited suspicion, and when an 
expert was called in to examine the accounts 
thev were found tC) be £200 short. If the returns 
ha.d been furnished to the Government .<tnnually, 
and had been checked by an officer in the 
Reg·istrar-General's department, that discrepctncy 
would have been accounted for, and the working 
men's savings entrusted to that society would 
have been placed in better hands; so that there 
was an absolute neces,ity for having those 
accounts checked by a competent person. He 
held in his hand the rep01-t of the annual 
meeting of the Manchester Unity Indepen­
dent Order of Oddfellows, which was attended 
by 550 delegates from all parts of Great 
Britain, and found that all the speakers 
who addressed the meeting spoke in the highest 
terms of the Friendly Societies Act, and of the 
great amount of good which had been done to 
the society, and the amount of saving which had 
been effected. The Act had also revealed the 
true state of many of the branches of the order 
which had been believed to be thoroughly 
sol vent. He had a copy of the fourth annual 
report of the Government Statist of Yictoria, 
Mr. Hayter, a copy of which was also supplied to 
each of the friendly societies, so that they might 
be able to check the return of the Government 
officers by their own books; and the result was 
that they were able to see at a glance whether et 
society wets solvent or not. The amount of 
money deposited in those societies was some 
times very considerable. In Great Britain 
alone, the accumulated funds of the :iVIanchester 
Unity amounted to nearly £6,000,000 sterling; 
so that hon. members would see how necessary 
it was that some gentlemen of ability, who 
understood thoroughly the working of those 
societies, should be appointed to inquire into 
their positions, and see whether they were 
thoroughly sol vent or not. It required a 
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great deal of knowledge to go into many of 
the matters connected with them, and that 
was where the great advantage of :111 exa.nlina.­
tion of their accounts by competent officers came 
in. A great rnany working n1en were paying 
n1oney into societir-~ with a view of receiving a 
''Rick allowance," or Re curing a.n allowance to 
their widows in case of their death; and, unless it 
were proved beyond dispute that those societies 
were in a thorong·hly solvent state, confidence in 
the minds of the working men would be des­
troyed as to whether they would receive any 
benefit m· not. The whole of the speakers, in­
cluding some of the highest of!icers in the order, 
at the se3oion held last year, bore te"timony 
to the excellent working of the Act, particu­
larly in Victoria. The valuable information 
collected there had satisfied the oflicers of the 
order in l~ngland that since the establishment of 
the :B'riendly Societies Act in that colony an 
immense amount of good had been done, and 
public confidence h>td been g>tined to " very 
large degree. No doubt some hon. gentlen1en 
would ask what w>ts the use of going into those 
pnrticulars, but he would read to the Committee 
one p>tragraph from the report of :Mr. Hayter, 
the Government Statist of Victoria, in which he 
said:-

.. In conclusion, I may observe that I havt: made in­
quiries of ::>orne of the lcafling members of friendly 
societies, with the vimv or asccrtttining whether sul1i­
cient advantage is derived from the friendly societies' 
statistic'> to compeusate for the trouble and expeusc 
attendant npon their annual collection. preparation, 
and publication r And in reply I am a.ssnrcd that as a 
means of checking improper practices in dealing with 
the funds they are most valuable; the probability'bcing 
that many an irregnlarit~" ·would be committed. did not 
a ~trong Impression exist that these statistics 'vould 
be the means of bringing it to light. The valnat.ions give 
an aecount of the position of a society at a given time, 
but the statistics contain a l'ecord of its proceedings be­
tween the periods of valuations, and :.>.hmv whether the 
funds arc honestly and erouomically admini~tered, and 
kept properly invested, precaution.~ without which the 
valuations would be of little n::-e." 
That was exactly what he W>ts explaining. From 
his own knowledge, a society, which he need not 
name, had, during the last six months or eight 
months, discovered defalc;,tions to the extent 
of. £200; but had the accounts been properly 
audited some twelve or fifteen months ago by 
"competent person that society would not have 
been mulcted to that extent. The Government 
had t>tken a wise course in endeavouring to 
carry out the provisions of the Act, whiCh had 
been proved to be so successful in Great Britain. 

Mr. BEATTIE said there was no doubt that 
the Act would do a great deal of good, and he 
womld be very gbd to see the proposed alteration 
made; but it would be necessary to h>tve some 
one to assist the Registrar. 

The PREMIER : Of course it will. 
Mr. BEATTIE said a lodge might have a 

great deal of money to its credit at a bank, 
and at the same time not be in a sol vent 
condition. That was the inform>ttion that 
lodges generally required. The hon. member 
for Gympie said the scheme could not be 
carried out without a very large expenditure ; 
but he thought it conlcl be done with a very 
sm>tll expenditure. :Most of the work to be 
clone by the Registrar-General would be of a 
statistical character, and an actuary would only 
be engaged periodically to make up the retum. 
He would point out that the society referred to 
by the hon. gentleman (Mr. Groom), in which 
d€falcations had teen made by the secretary to 
the extent of £200, could not h>tve been a friendly 
society, because it was a matter of impossibility 
that that should occur, unless a very large 
number of the executive oflicers were mixed up 
in the transaction. It could not have been a 
purely friendly society. 

Mr. GROO:NI: It was a pmely friendly 
society. 

::Yir. BI<~ATTIE said that all the information 
in connection with the matter ought to bG given 
to the colony generally, because any society of 
that deo;cription in existence in Queensland ought 
to be held up to public scorn by every working 
man, for his own protection and th>tt of his wifP 
and family. He had been connected with friendly 
societies here for the last thirty years and had 
known of defalcations taking place, but they were 
generally caused by the careless manner in which 
the executive officers attended to their business, 
and the auditors must be >ts guilty as the 
secretary who committed the defalcations. He 
therefore thought the Government were >tcting 
wisely in making the alterations proposed in the 
Bill, with the view of having the provisions of 
the Friendly Societies Act enforced. He under­
stood from the Premier that it W<1S the intention 
of the Government to employ an actuary to 
make an examination in to the affairs of friendly 
societies, ascertain the ages of rr1ernbers, and n1ake 
a return showing the solvency or otherwise of 
the v>trious benefit societib est>tl11ished in the 
colony. That would do a great deal of good, 
and he was perfectly satic<ficd th>tt the societies 
at present in existence in Queensland would not 
object to contribute towards the expenses of 
such >tll officer, as they wished to obtain 
the information which it W>ts pl'Oposed the 
actuary should furnish. The society with which 
he (Yh. Beattic) was connected had been 
seriously considering, for the past three months, 
whether they should send a full statement of the 
>tffain of the whole of their branches in this 
colony to 1\Ir. Templeton, of Victoria, in order 
to get hb opinion on the subject. He believed 
that information could be t;"Ot from that gentle­
man which would allay any fears there might 
be in the minds of members as to the solvency of 
the society. He must repeat that he was sorry 
to hear the statement rrmde bv the hon. member 
for 'l'oowoomba (JVIr. Groon1) in reference to 
the defalcations of a certain official, because he 
w>ts certain that the hon. gentleman would not 
have made that statement if there had not been 
some foundation for it. 

1\fr. SMYTH said that, in justice to the hon. 
member for Toowoomba, he must state that he 
could corrobrate everything the hon. gentleman 
had said respecting the defalc>ttions by the secre­
t>try of the benefit society to which he h>td 
alluded. It was" bmnch society, >tnd the secre­
t>try did appropriate £200 in cash, but he was 
not prosecuted, because the branch was unregis­
tered. He (Mr. Smyth) believed that if the 
Attorney-General would inquire he would find 
that not one-fourth of the friendly societies in 
the colony were registered, Consequently, the 
members h>td no protection against clefalc>ttions, 
bec:1use the oociety had no standing in a court of 
law. 

Mr. BEATTIE said that was just the point. 
Societies which \Vere not registered were only 
co-operative companies, and that Bill would not 
apply to them until they were registered under 
the Friendly Societies Act. 

The Hox. J. M. M,'.CROSSAN said that, 
since the passing of the Friendly Societies Act 
until a short time ago, hon. members had 
laboured under the delusion that the work of 
administering the provisions of the Act would 
be done by the Registrar of the Supreme Court. 
He found, on reading the correspondence on that 
matter, that it w>ts an impossibility for that 
officer to have done the work at any time "ince 
the passing of the Act; and, of course, every 
year it was becoming more impossible for him to 
do it. And he (Hon. Mr. Macrossan) did not 
think it would be done by the Registrar-General. 
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The PREMIER: He will be able to get it done. 
The Ho:-r. J. M. MACROSSAN said that 

if that officer got the work done he would 
certainly require more than one additional clerk 
which the Premier appeared to think would b~ 
suiTicient. In Victoria the Registrar of Friendly 
Societies had a large staff, and did not do all the 
work ; the Registrar did the legal work, and the 
Government Statrst did the statistical part and 
drafted the report for Parliament. An actuary 
was employed in that colony, and an a,ssistant 
actuat-y, with several supernumerary officers) and 
:1ltogetherthe work cost about £1,700. Mr. Jordan 
when Registrar-General, stttted, in a letter datecl 
the 21st of 1hy, 1883, that the number of societie, 
in Queensland was about the same tts the number 
in Victoria. Of course, the number of me m hers 
was not so great, hut he (Hon. 11r. Macrossan) 
did not. see how the work could he done for much 
less than it cost in Victoria, if it was to he done 
well, and he thought that if they did it at all it 
ought to be done well. It was cle.ar from what 
had fallen from the hon. member for Toowoomba 
that it w:ts time the working men understood the 
position they were in, and that friendlv societies 
must be registered if they wished to secure the pro­
tection of the law, and have some kind of o·uaran­
t@e that the money raised by them would not be 
wasted. He thought that if an actuary was 
appointed that ofilcer should see that the contri­
butions of members were really large enough to 
me~t the demands that would be macle upon the 
soCiety when those members who had joined 
young became old. That was the danger which 
it had been pointed out had existed in VictoriH,, 
Societies were established in that colony in the 
early days of settlement, and those who were 
young then were old no1v. The societies had a 
large am01~nt of money to their credit, no doubt, 
but the drfficulty was whether that would be 
sufficient in the course of ten years to meet their 
liabilities. He thought that i'nformation of that 
kind should be obtainer! in f;lueensland. 

The PREMIER saifl he quite agreed with 
what the hon. member had said. It was very 
important that the information to which he 
alluded should be given, and it would be one of 
the first duties of the Registrar-General to obtain 
it. Of course it would be understood that he 
(the Premier) did not say that the Eegistrar­
General personally would do the work, but he 
thought that that officer was the fittest person to 
supervise the work, and that was the reason 
for the introduction of the Bill. ·rhe Regis­
trar-General had large experience of statistical 
methods, and many officers of his department 
were also trained to that kind of work. He 
(the Premier) was quite sure that Parliament 
would approve of any expenditure necessary to 
ensure the work being done properly. 

Mr. JORDAN said that the Attorney-General 
last year stated that with the assistance of an 
additional clerk the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court could carry out the provisions of the Act. 
'l'hat additional assistance was granted: a clerk 
was appointed for that purpose, and the Attorney­
General expressed the opinion that that would 
be quite sufficient. Now, he (Mr. Jordan) noticed 
that the whole twelve months had passed over 
and nothing had been clone. The next thino­
was that a letter was received horn the Registra~ 
of the Supreme Court, stating that the work 
was altogether unsuited for the duties of his 
oiTice, ttnd should be done by the negistrar­
General. Then the Hegistrar- General was 
informed by the Colonial Secretary that he 
should undertake the work, and in reply 
the Registrar-General addressed a letter· to the 
Colonial Secretary, pointing out how accordinc.· 
to his view, the pro1•isions of the Act should b~ 
carried out, showing the amount of responsi-

bility the work would involve, and expressing 
the opinion thttt it shoulrl be under the direction 
of a gentleman who had the ach·antage of a legal 
training, and that the services of an actuary 
would really he required to properly carry out 
the provisions of the Act. The Colonial Secretary 
of the day, in a letter which he caused to be 
written to the Regi,;trar of the Supreme Court, 
evidently expl·e,,ge,lthe opinion that that oiTicer did 
not seem to have given much attention to the Act. 
He gttthered from the letters of the Registrar ,,f 
the Supreme Court that that oiTicer had Teally 
never read the Act at all. It was a remarkable 
thing that an Act pa-;sed in 187G for the public 
well-being· should have been a dead-letter for all 
those years ; that the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court should have been under the impression 
that he could not carry out the provisions of the 
Act for want of one additional clerk ; that when 
he got that additional clerk he should do nothing 
for twelve months; and that he should then 
express an opinion that the Hegistrar-General 
should do the work. He was afraid the Premier 
himself had not carefully studied the Act-1f 
the hon. gentleman would. forgiYe him for saying 
so-since he had expressed the opinion that the 
Registrar-General, with the asRi::;t~u1ce of one 
additional clerk, conld easily do the work. The 
administration of the J<'riendly Societies Act in 
Victoria was in some sense under the direction 
of the Government St"tist, J\'lr. Httyter. That 
gentleman, in a letter addres,;ed to the Colonial 
Secretary, detailed exactly all the arrangements 
fm carrying- out the Act in Victoria. He said 
the registrar was a barrister, to begin 'vith, and 
there was an actuary employed, with six super­
nurneraries to assist hi1n. The expense in 
Victoria wns £1,700; and the Registrar­
General of Queensland, altlwugh the number of 
societies in thiH colony was not so great as the 
number in Victoria, had expressed the opinion 
that, as they were new to the work, it would 
probably cost as much as in Victoria, where 
they had been familiar with the work for " 
number of years. That seemed very reasonable. 
He did not want the Committee to be misled, 
and receive the impression that the Registrar­
General was going to perform the duties required 
under the Act very easily. with perh><ps slight 
additional assistance. The Jlegistrar-General 
had his hands pretty full, and it would be unfair 
to expect him to fulfil the duties required by 
that Act with very slight additional assistance. 
It was the prevailing impression that the 
Registmr-General of Queensland could do any 
amount of work. vVhen the census was to be 
taken he had to take it, and was not paid for it. 
The enumerators were all paid, the collectors 
were paid, the very messenger in his office wa.s 
paid, but he was not paid. 

Mr. ALAXD: He had a big salary. 

11r .JORDAN: His predecessor was paid and 
his successor would be paid. vVhen a Liberal 
Government was in, he was not paid; when a 
Conservative Government was in, he was paid. 
He (l\Ir .• Jordan) liked to be on the Liberal side, 
because it was the economical side, and saved the 
public funds; but economy could be carried so 
far that it became injurious parsimony. They 
could HOt reasonably expect the Registrar-General 
to perform the dutiP.s connected with the Act unless 
he had a proper staff ; there must be an actuary 
constantly employed, and a staff of officers. He 
was glad to see from the feeling of the Com­
mittee that there was a determination to have 
the Act thoroughly carried out ; but he hoped 
they would not labour under the delusion that 
the Registrar-General could do any amount of 
work, That oiTicer strove to do his duty etli­
ciently, but they were in danger of imposing too 
much upon him. 
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Mr. GROOM said he wished to draw attention 
to a matter which could not be too widely 
known, particularly anwngst the \Vorking classes 
of the colony. He found that of the Manchester 
1I nity of Oddfellows in Queenslanrl there were no 
less than eighteen societies unregistered. The 
result was that all those societies were precisely 
in the position of the society he had named. If a 
defalcation took place no prosecution could 
follow nor could any investigation of the 
accou~ts be made, unless the societies were 
brought under the provisions '?f the Act. ~t 
was for the members of each soCiety to ascmhtm 
for themselves, from their officers, at the weekly 
or fortnightly meetings, why the society had not 
been registered. 

Mr. MACF ARLAN:F~ said there was one point 
upon which he wished for information. He 
saw by the principal Act thn,t the Registrar 
had to be supplied with a statement of the 
accounts of each society made up to the 31st of 
December in each year. He was interested in a 
building society re:,:istered under the Friendly 
Societies Act ; and they could not possibly keep 
the law, because their financial year ended in 
July. He wished to know if it would not. be 
sufficient if an annual return were made With­
out re([uiring it to be made up to the enrl of 
December? Their financial year ended on the 
31st of July, and it would be impossible for 
them to make up the returns to the end of 
December. 

'rhe PREMIER said he did not think it would 
be impossible, though it might be inconvenient. 
There would not be much difficulty in the society 
making arrang·ements to alter the date when 
their financial vear should close, and hold their 
annual meetin.g in January. They did not 
comply with the law unlesb they sent in the 
returns required. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 3 and 4, and the preamble, passed as 

printed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIRliiAN 

reported the Bill without amendment. 
The third reading of the Bill was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION OF COM­
}'[ITTEE. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA­
SURER (Hon. J. R. Dickson), the House went 
into Committee further to consider the Supply 
to be granted to Her Majesty. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION (Hon. B. B. Moreton) moved that £4,370 
be granted for the salaries of officers, and con­
tingencies, in the office of the Secretary for 
Public Instruction. Hon. members, he said, 
would see that there was an increase in the vote 
of £270. Two clerks had been added to the staff. 
One clerk who got £200 left during last year, 
having been transferred to another department. 
One had been brought in at £100, and that left 
£100 in hand. Another clerk had been raised 
from £120 to £140, another from £100 to £120, 
another from £80 to £1l0-these increa,es 
amounted to £70-whilst two new clerks were 
appointed at £150. The net increase in salaries 
was thus £120. In the item for contingencies 
there was an increase of £150, chiefly for outlays 
during last year. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said he was surprised that, 
whilst the Minister had proposed an increase of 
£120 for salarie.'< in the Secretary's office, he clirl 
not propose a far larger increase in the right 
direction. He (Mr. Isambert) spoke strongly 
last year on the f[Uestion as to why the educa­
tional system of the colony, whilst it cost such a 

large amount, had no teachers' training college. 
He pointed out that the young teachers here 
hckecl the necessary amount of training. The 
system did not provide the means of giving them 
the education they required. The Secretary for 
Public Instruction in his last report, paragraph 
~'said:-

,,It was stated in last year's report that the number 
of teaehcrs traiued in the colony was not sufficient to 
snpply the l'C((Hirernent~ of the State sehools in course 
of erection. and that provision had been made t.hrongh 
the Agent-General for securing the serviee" of British 
tuLChers of ex1cnrled professional training, inclnding a 
residencr of two years at a training college, recognh;ed 
by the Privy CounciL and a subsequent experience in 
the charge of sehools. In acc01dance with that pro­
vision t''-'enty-eigllt male t.rachers, possessing the rc­
quisit.r qnalifications, alTiYed during the year. Twenty­
oneof them were married teachers. whnwcreimmedhtely 
IJlaced in char~c of State S(~hool,:.;. anti the remaining 
seven. heing unmarried. were appointrd a-,sistants iu 
brge schools. I am glad to be able to repr·rt that. they 
h::tve bePn carefully selecte<l. anrlprmnise to be valuable 
additions to the tc~whing staff of the department." 
He had no doubt those teachers were V>Lluahle 
additions, and he had not the slightest objection 
to good and valuable teachers being imported ; 
but before they did import teachers they should 
pay some atteution to their own article. They 
invited young people in the colony to clevote 
their lifetime to the wofession of teaching. There 
was no nobler profession that he knew of. It 
was far nobler than practising at the bar. The 
clergy were only noble in so far as they taught 
people how to liYe better lives. But, whilst they 
invited and induced young peo]Jle to adopt the 
profe•;sion of teaching, they did not provide the 
necessary machinery for their education. He could 
not describe their conduct tow,uds those young 
people otherwise than by calling it the obtaining 
of services by means of false pretences, and that 
was as bad as obtaining money by similar means. 
The colony spent a large sum annually in scholar­
ships, and what did they get for it? Most of 
those who took scholarships became lawyers or 
doctors, and many of them went out of the 
colony. Those scholarships robbed the private 
schools of their best pupils-pupils whose parents 
could in most cases well afford to pay for them 
-and sent them, at the expense of the State, 
to the grammar schools, where perhaps they 
did not get as good an education in many 
respects as at the ordinary State schools. He 
was very glad that the hon. member (Mr. 
Kates) had moved that land shollld be set 
apart for the purpose of founding agricultural 
colleges and universities for higher education. 
If the Government would reform the grammar 
schools, m1iversities would be established, and 
with them training and agricultural colleges 
could be combined. The young people of 
the colony who devoted themselves to teach­
ing would then receive a proper eel ucation, 
and that would be a far greater blessing 
to the country than all the scholarships 
they gave to make lawyers of them. They 
would gain a theoreticn,l and practical know­
ledg·e of agriculture, and, by being appointed 
throughout the country, they would diffuse 
a large amount of useful knowledge as to 
the production of the various articles of susten­
ance in the best and most profitable manner. 
But the colony, instead of training its own 
teachers, was content to import them, and went 
on bringing into existence, at its own expense, 
what it had already too many of-lawyers. A 
vast amount had been spent on the education of 
young people who seldom did the State any real 
service, but became lawyers or doctors, and in 
many instances left the colony to practise their 
professions elsewhere; while the teachers, who 
remained in the colony, were treated in such a 
scurvy and scandalous manner. It was not 
expenditure that he objected to, but expenditure 
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in a wrong direction, for a certain kind of ex­
penditure,, even on ~ large Rcale, would not oniy 
m the ena be a savmg, but would be one of the 
greatest blessings to the colony. 

:;\Ir. P AL:;\H"R said that on looki1w over the 
I<:stimates he found that the vote for the depart­
ment -- inspection, special instruction State 
Hchools, buildingtJ, provisional schools, g~ainmar 
school scholarshi]-'S and exhibitions to nni­
versitiec, and technicul education- amounted 
a.ltogether to £17H,:)77, being an increase on the 
amount voted last year of £32,479. In the 
report of the Fnder Secretary he was unable to 
trace exactly how the money was spent. There 
should also be a column in the report showin'o­
what the cost of State education luid been to th~ 
colony since its initiation. His nvvn reRearcheK 
into the matter showed that during the nine 
years the Act had been in operation the cost 
to the colony had lJcon £!)3~ 711 · but that 
r!i,l not inclmle private sub-"criptinns: nor the in­
terest on money expended for bnilding;; and so 
on. It could scctrcely be said that the report "as 
a full, accurate, and reliable return of the tolal 
a~nount of the e<lucation Yote during the past 
mne years. He had gone carefully thron~h the 
report, but lhe figures did not come ·out as J~ainly 
as they ought to do. :i'\ow that thev had a 
1\finister for Pul1lic In,trnction who couid denlle 
his whole time to tlw work of the clepartllient 
he might _,ce tlmt the return was made ful!e{­
by adding the lncal subscriptions and all other 
expenset:J in a concise forn1, and then hon. ruern­
bers might see what the annual expenditure on 
~dumttion in the colony really wa,, and also what 
It had been from the beginning. The increase of 
£:>2,47!! on those items alone seemed a vny 
large incre~se for one year, but whetl,er they got 
valu: for 1t depended upon the quantity and 
quahty d the work clone. In the rlozen schools 
in and around Brisbane, right under the eye of 
the department, the difference between the enrol­
ment of pupils and the awrage daily atte11<lance 
showed that there were absent for the whole 
year OYer 1,000 children. The enrolment was 
altogether out of proportion to the attendance. 
In the report it also sktted that 107 schools 
reported that 640 children were known to be 
growing up without any education whatever; 
and he thought they might very fairly put clown 
another 640 that they knew nothing- at all 
about. He knew score,; of children who never 
entered schools at all. Score' ! \Vel! his know­
ledge was limited, and the ecores th~t he knew 
of might be represented by hundreds in other 
localities. 'l'hey made n? vreten<;e of going to 
school, and he thought 1t was tm1e that the 
compu!sory c~ause' of the A et were put into 
operatwn. l'l o doubt round about Brisbane 
one of the chief causes of the non-attendance 
was the value of the labour of boys, many of 
whom could earn from 10s. to 15s. a week. 
That might be a reason for non-attendance but 
~t was no excuse for allowing boys to irov,- ;p iu 
Ignorance and enlarge the larrikin class to the 
extent they did. He had noticed in the report 
of the working of the Education Act in Eno-land 
that t~e enrolment amounted to 9G per ~ent., 
~nd the attendance was 75 per cent.; while 
m Queensland the averag-e daily attendance 
was only 5? per cent.-a wonderful difference, 
and one wlnch should he accounted for. There 
were some other items that he should refer tn 
when the votes in which they were came on. 

The MIKISTJm FOE PUBLIC Il'\STRUC­
TION said, that with reference tu the remarks 
that had fallen from the_ hon. member for 
Bnrke, bearing more especially on the qnestion 
of comp~lsory education, he might state that 
tl:e qnestwn haclnot been away from his mind. 
Smce he had been in the office he had been 

1885-3 V 

making inqniries into the subject, especially as it 
applied in and about Brisbane; he had also been 
in corrnmmication with the other colonies where 
con~pnlsory clrmses had heen put in force, arHl 
clurmg the next recess he should think over the 
matter a little more than he had done. Having 
collected all the information he could get 
together, he <lid not think that Quee11sland 
was very far behind-in fact, was not at 
all behind the other colonies where the compnl­
sory chtURf'r..: \VBl'e in force. He had a few 
~gures l!efore him which, he thoug-ht, would be 
Interesting to lion. 1nen1bers as sho\vincr the 
position in which Queensland stood in relation 
to the other colonies which had the same system 
uf free edur:ttion in O]•eration. ·with reference 
to Victoria, he should say, in the first place, that 
he could only g-ive infonrmtion respecting the 
year 18R3, as the whole of the statistics for 
1BH4, so far as education was concerned, were 
nut yet publishe<l ; l<nt as thosu figures did 
not var)' Yery much from those of the 
]Jrevion;; year, probably they would not varv 
very much from those for 1884. On the 31Ht 
l~:cember, 1883, the estimated popnlation of 
\- ICtona \vns o:-n, 7!JO ; nurn ber of schools in 
operation, 1,7.'i0, or 1 for e1·ery 1\32 of popula­
tiOn ; teachen,, 1,77ii males, 1,838 females­
total, 3.U13 ; <tverage attendaJlCe of pupils, 
118,321-i, g-iving- :;2 children to each teacher; 
total expenditure, £.'541..-•63, giving Us. 7/;fl. 
pe:- head of ]•opulation, and £4 lis. G~d. iier 
clulcl. InN ew South \Vales, with a population 
of 921,120, the number of schools was 2,032, 
or 1 for eYery 4ii3 of population ; teachers 
l,.U~R rnales, J ,.307 fernaleH --total, 3,175 '; 
g1 v1ng, for the average attendance of Df),215 chil­
dren, :1 mean of 30 children to every teacher; 
total expemhtnre, £774,307, making 1Gs. H_jd. per 
head of population, and £8 2s. nd. per child. 
~e might state that that expenditure included 
lugh schools as well as elementary schools, so 
that the cost per child would be probably ttbout 
~5- In Queensland, with an estimated 'popula­
twn on 31st. December, 1884 of 309 913 they 
had 413 schools, giving- 7'50 per' he'ad of 
population to each school. They had 5G2 
male and 599 female teachers - total 1 1Gl · 
average attendance, 27,863, or 24 childr~n t~ 
every teacher; total expenditure, £150,1GO ; 
c;:st~pe;,head of population, 9':. S~d:: !•er child, 
.::" /S. ""d. In South Austr-aha, \nth a popula­
tiOn of 312,781, the number of scho()ls was 452 
or 1 for nearly every ()~2 persons ; teachers---' 
400 males, 600 'Jemales, total 1,000; average 
attendance, 2?,,04>\ children, giving 25 to each 
teacher; total cost, £133,G07, or Ss. 6~d. per 
h_:ad of population, or £5 Gs. Sd. per child. 
New Zealand-population 564,304; number of 
schools, 987, or ii72 per head of population ; 
teachers-1, 130 males, 1,317 females, total2,447; 
avera,;e attendance, 72,G57, giving 29 children to 
each teacher; total expenditure, £365,002--
12s. lld. per head of population, or £!) Os. 6d. 
per child. It would therefore be seen that 
all th•~ colonies were running very much upon 
the same lines- the expenditure and cost per 
head of population and per child being very 
much the same. He might mention that one 
reason why South Australia showed a little 
chectper per head of children than Queensland 
wa,; the fact that they employed tiOO female 
teachers as against 400 males-thereby lessening 
the cost of teaching considerably. Another 
point to be observed was that while in queens­
)and they had only 24 children to each teacher, 
111 Victoria they had 32, in K ew South \Vales 30 
in New Zealand 28, and in South Australia---' 
which ran very close to llueensland in all figures 
relating to educatinn-2ii. In all those colonies 
with the exception, perhaps, of K ew ?:ealand' 
which he was not quite sure ahont, they wer~ 
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putting the compulsory clauses into effect. 
Therefore they were all on very much the same 
footing. As to the question of finding out the 
number of children who did not attend school in 
the colony, it was very difficult indeed. In New 
South Wales they attempted to do it by taking 
the number of children in ,bily attendance, and 
the percentage of children of school ages to 
population for last year, based on the per­
centage of children to population ttt the h"t 
census ; but even then, taking those figures a.nd 
working them ont, and deducting from the 
total enrolment 12 p~r cent. for multiple 
enroln1ent, they brought out certn,in figures 
which were admitted to be unreliable. He 
might point out that tts soon as the census was 
taken next year the GoYernment would be 
able to arrive 11t some idea as to how many chil­
dren there were who were not receiving any 
education at all. It must be borne in mind that 
there were a gren,t n1any, especially in Brisbane, 
who had no reason to be away. If hon. gentle­
men looked at all the newspaper offices, at a certain 
hour of the day, they would see a number of boys 
going out \Vith papers, while at the san1e tirne 
those very papers were remarking on the necessity 
of putting into operation the compulsory clauses 
of the Act. They might assist in the matter by 
not employing those boys during school-hours. 
lt was only a fortnight ago that he passed down 
Elizabeth street, and met a gentleman trying 
to get a,bout twenty boys to hold their tongues. 
He was told that they were waiting to take 
out a certain paper that morning and circulate 
it nbout town. In reply to tt question he put, they 
said they went to school when they had not other 
things to do, but they had to earn "'me money 
sometimes, so they took out papers. Of course 
they were not totally neglected ; they nttemled 
school sometimes during· the week; but to find 
out those \V ho were receiving no educ:t.tion at 
all would be rather difficult. The compulsory 
ages of boys were from six years to twelve years; 
but there were a. great 1nany who went a~ clerks 
before they had comvleted their fourteenth year. 
The average ages of children attending school 
were fron1 seven years to fourteen yea,rs. In 
infant schools they were taken from four years ; 
but where there were no infant schools the lo>Vest 
age received was five years ; and in a very 
few years they went out to do work of some 
sort. He knew that boys who had been 
educated at the public schools were very much 
thought of hy bank managers and others, 
because they could generally write very well 
and were well taught up to the time they 
left school. With regard to the statement of the 
hon. member for Rmmwood concerning training 
teachers, if he would look at page 7 of the report 
he would see what was clone, so far as pupil 
teachers were concerned. Last year - 1884 -
there were 782 exttmined and G24 passed. They 
received salaries, and wer'3 taug·ht up to the 
time they passed class IV. Therefore, they 
were raising a class of teachers by this method, 
although there was no reg·ular training· school. 
A very great many fell out before they reached 
a certain age, and went into other occupations. 
it was very hard to prevent them doing so. They 
got their pupil teachers up to a certain standard, 
and frequently, when they were most vahmble, 
they left. 

Mr. SCOTT said there was one point which 
he r,1.ised last year which he would again draw 
attention to-namely, the attendance of boys at 
school. The nll!nber enrolled was i\2,536, and 
the average daily attendance was 27,8G3-some­
where about half. That was a very important 
matter; education was costing the colony £200,000 
a year, and the average daily attendance was 
27.R63, making a very large sum per head. The 
Minister for J~ducation had stated that there was 

a great diffculty in ascertaining the number of 
chil<lren who were nodectcd; but there would be 
no <lifficulty in ascertaining the number who 
actually did not go. Some means ought to 
be taken to enforce better attendance from 
those boys who were on the roll. Anyone who 
went aliout the streets could see numbers of 
boys roan1ing about the different corners \vhose 
parents believed them to be at school. There 
shonld be persons appointed to go about and 
see what boys ought to be attending school 
and were not. He ditl not think it would be 
well to put the compuhwry clause into opera­
tion, but a great deal of good might be done 
by ins1 lectors such as he had suggeRted, to go 
about the street" and find out what those boys 
yvere doing loafing abont the streets during 
~whool-hours, as thousanL1s were doing. Smue­
thing like 25,000 were doing that every day, all 
over the colony, and he thought that the scheme 
he had suggested was well worth the consideration 
of the hon. Minister for Education. 

Mr. ALAND said he thought it was tuo much 
to say that 25,000 ehildren were roaming ahont 
the streets. 

l\lr. ::-\COTT : I have only read the figures 
from the returns. 

Mr. ALA?\D said the remark was of too 
sweeping a chttracter. He did not for one 
moment say tlmt the average attendance at the 
school~ was any larger than what was .stated in 
the report. He did not cavil at the figures, but 
he cavilled at the remark that the children were 
loafing about the street,, although he ha,] no doubt 
that a certain percentag·e were playingtruaut. They 
knew that in the country districts a good many 
children were kept at home by their parents at 
different times of the year in order to help them 
with f~lrn1 work, and in various other ways. 
That 'vould account, to a very large extent, for 
the difference between the number on the rolls 
and the m·erage daily attendance. He did not 
se8 that the department was really very much to 
bhme for that, because in a great many cases 
when the children were absent noteo were "ent by 
teachers to the parents inquiring for thA cause, 
and he did not see what other plan the department 
could rtdopt. It the parents of children in Brisbane, 
and in other towns in the colony too, would really 
see that their children were at school, and would 
pay attention to the reports which the teachers 
sent home, the matter would be remedied to a 
very gTeat extent. It was to be bmented that 
the average daily attendance was only about 50 
per cent. of the number upon the rolls; but if 
the parents would be more careful in ~eeing that 
the children were at school the difficulty would 
be to some extent obviated. 

Mr. AHCHRR said he would like the Minister 
for Public Instruction to give the Comn,ittee 
some information as to what was the cause of the 
enormous increase of over £35,000 in the Esti­
mates of this year as compared with the amount 
voted for 1884-5. It was a matter for the serious 
consideration of hon. n1ernberH, vvhether in view 
of the large expenditure of the department they 
would be prepared to sanction the additional 
expense that would be entailed by carrying out 
the compulsory clauses of the Ii:dncation Act. 
If they were to add the ,abry of the Minister 
for Public Instruction to the estimate of the 
department they would find the colo.ny was 
paying about £200,000 a year for educatwn. It 
mi.ght, perhap, stagger them if they were :;sked to 
pay £80,000 or £90,000 extra for comp~llmg, not 
only the attendance of all those children not 
going to school, but also the regular attendance 
of those at present enrolled. He belie:ced the 
Committee were prepared to make a sacrifice as 
great as conld be expected from so small a com­
munity ; hut that w:ts a matter which could be 
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ully discussed when the Minister had made 
up his mind on the subject. He was very 
much pleased with one remark made by the 
hon. member for Rosewoocl, and that was his 
statement of the high c•,tirnation in which 
he held the teachers. He (Mr. Archer) looked 
upon the profession of teaching as one of 
the most honourable in which a man could 
engage, but unfortunately there were exceedingly 
few so constituted that they could become 
teachers. The hon. n1ernber ahm nw .. de Rmne 
ren1arks ttbout getting teachers frmu hmne. 
That would not be at all necessary if the pupil­
teachers who entered the service were all of the 
class who would become succe~sful teachers. 
One of the first qualifications of a teacher \1 as 
that he should like that particular kind of 
employinent. Pnpil-teachers, however, often 
went through their apprenticeship for the 
purpose of getting ;t little higher education 
than they receh·ed in the Sbtte schools, and were 
then ready to accept the very first offer mttde to 
them by which they could tr.,nsfer their serviees 
to smne tnore lucrative eruployment. There" as 
hardly any office in town, not excepting the 
Governn1ent oliicef-l, in vvhich there \Vere not 
smne State :-;chool pupils w·ho preferrecl getting 
their living as clerks to entering a rnechanic's 
workshop. The colony vvas irnporting rnen \Vho 
had nothing like the san1e advantages aH colcmiaJ 
yonths, as far as education was concerned--rne11 
who had to go into a shop at twelve or thirteen 
years of age, whereas colonial boys could 
wait until they were sixteen ; and if the httter 
went into mechanics' shops they would find 
that in the matter of education they were 
far above the majority of those who came from 
the old country. The denumd fnr pupil­
teachers would he well supplied if there were 
not so many other temptations held out to them 
to go into offices where they could get "' higher 
salary than it was possible for the State to gi ,.e 
them. He would be glad if the :Ylinister for 
Public Instruction would give them some infor­
mation as to the items that had led to the very 
large increase in the estimate. 

The 1\H:t\ISTER FOil P"CBLIC INSTltUC­
TIO:t\ said that, with regard to the rerwwks 
made by the hon. member for Leichhardt in 
respect to attendance, he might st:.te that in 
New Zealand the total net enrolnwnt for hst 
year was 117,423 ; the mHtn quarterly en­
rolment, 9G,840; and the average attendance 
75,391, which gave a percentage on the total 
net enrolment of ()1'78, and on the mean 
quarterly enrolment of 77'\J. In Qt1eensland the 
total net enrolment was 4G,2.10; mean quarterly 
enrolment, 39,025; average ttttendance, 27,8G3; 
percentage on total net enrolment, G0·24; on 
mean quarterly enrolment, ()()·70. In South 
Australia the total net enrolment W1ts 42,758 ; 
n1ean quarterly enrohnent, 3!1,804; a\~erage 
attendance, 2G,0!8, which gave a percentage of 
f>8'6 on the total llet enrolment, and uo·s on the 
mean quarterly enrolment. In ;\Jew South 
\Vales the total net enrolment was 1G7,134; 
mean quarterly enrolment, 130,13:}; average 
attendance, 95,215; percentage on total net 
enrohnent, 56'96; percentage on average atten­
dance, 68 '42. In Victoria, in 1883-the statistics 
for which were the only ones he could obtain­
the total net enrolment was 188,049 ; mean 
quarterly enrolment, 172,419; average atten­
dance, 118,328; percentage on net enrohnrnt, 
53'19 ; on mean quarterly enrolment, GS ·G2. So 
that Queensland was moving with the other 
colonies in that respect. In refemnce to what 
had fallen from the hon. member for Bbckall, as 
to the increase in the estimate, it would be 
observed that thm e was an increase in salaric, of 
£13,500, which wa.s rendered necessary by the 
employment of 143 new teachers, and the higher 

classification of many others already in the •ervice, 
who thereby received an increase in their salaries in 
addition to the increase given to them last year. 
There wa..-.; an increase of £20,300 in "contingen­
cie~." There was a larger nun1ber of scholars, 
and the capitation increased proportionately. 
The cost of clt:,aning school-romns, aud the 
tnwelling ex1Jenses, \Vere rather heavier than 
before. Then, £10,000 additional was put down 
for buildings. .._<\_pplicationH were conJing fnnn 
every corner of the colony for new schools. 'l'he 
schools round BrisLane were over-crowdecl~the 
Fortitmle V alley school, the Petrie terrace 
::;chool, the }(angaroo Point school; and a new 
school just opened at Hock! ea would have to be 
enlarged, as it was built for 100 and there were 
already 150 pupih going to it. If they were 
to give the children of the colony the instruction 
the J£ou.se iw~isted on thcce was nothing for it 
Lnt to increase the Inunber nf schools. He 
would tttke the best care possible that the itc·rns 
on the Estimates ,hould not be exceeded, hut he 
must inform the Committee that when, as it 
sonretimEs happened, the department thought 
it necessa1·y to refuse ~tpplica.tions for new 
schooLs they got letters immediately to know 
if they were going to leave the children desti­
tute of teaching. There was a large school 
going UJ' at Hockharnpton, \vhich, if he 
remembered aright, was to cost £7,000; and 
he believed there was a great necessity for 
it. Then there was a considerable expenditure 
for repairs--painting a.nd one thing and another 
to keep the schools in order. He did not know 
that he could give any Inore general infonna­
tion ; but he mig!Jt be able to give more minute 
information mr any particular subject. 

Mr. BLACK said he was sme the Committee 
\Vere extremely gratified at the very interesting 
information the hon. member had given; but he 
would advise the hon. meml>er, if he wished to 
get through his Estimates, to talk a little less 
and let them do the talking. He did not think 
the Committee were very much interested in the 
very Illinute a.nalysis-evon to the extent of going 
into decilnaJs--of what 'vas doing in the other 
colonies; they wanted to know what was being 
clone in this colony. If the figures the hon. 
gentlen1an had given \vere of any valne 
they should have been submitted as printed 
docmnent", which could be studied. To come 
to a more practical matter, they found the 
Education Department required £35,148 more 
this year than h.st; and the country wanted 
to know if it \Va:-) getting an equiv~l!lent return 
for the increased expenditure. 'l'lwre was no 
member of that Committee who valued primary 
ednvation 1nnre than he did, or who was nwre 
prepared to stick up for the education of the 
youth of the colony ; hut it lmd been the 
constant ren1ark, when the J~dncation estinw .. tes 
earue up, that tlwy were very apt to exceed 
what was the original intention of the 
Edncation Act. They were imparting to the 
youth of the colony an education which raised 
them abcwe the situation in life they were 
likely to occupy, and for which their parents 
ought properly to pay. It was a matter for 
very great regret that when they were asked 
for tt n>te of nearly £200,000 for education they 
fhould iind t>uch an alanning increase of larrikin­
rsm. That was tt matter which the l\linister for 
Education might take into consideration-- he 
might see whether he could adopt wme means 
hy which the lads who had excited his sym]'athy 
in Queen street might be brought in and educated, 
aml led up to better things. That would he 
far more satisfactory to the colony than to know 
how n1any pcmiHls, shillings, and decin1als educa­
tion cost in the other colonies. He woulcl ask 
the :Minister for Public Instruction how it was 
that, e>n page 37 of the report of the department, 
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it WltR stated that the parliamentary vote 
for the year was .£170,622 lGo. 9<1., whereas in 
the Estimates they found the amount voted 
was £163,093. There was a di>'creptwcy of 
£7,000. 

The PREJ\IIER : 'fhat is not in my copy. 
Mr. BLACK : If the hon. gentleman would 

look at page 37, Table K, he would see "Parlia­
mentary vote for the year, £170, G221.5s. !ld." 

The PREMIER: That is for the YPM' ending 
31st December, 1884. 

Mr. BLACK : If the hon. member would turn 
to the first page of the estimates for the Depart­
ment of Public Instrudion, he would see that 
the amount Yoted for 1884-il was £163,093. 

The MINISTER :FOR PUBLIC IKSTllUC­
TIUN said thttt in reply to the hon. mem­
ber for Mackay, he could tell him that the sum of 
£170,622 15s. 9d. was made up of the hal vee of two 
years-that was the latter half of 1883-4 and the 
first half of 1884-5. The expenditure for the first 
half or 1883-4 was £7G,5114s. 1d., and for the heJf­
year of 1884-5, £94, llllls. Sd., making a total of 
£170,622 15s. 9d. Of course, there were two 
financial years-the Treasurer'" financial year, 
and the calendar year, for which the department 
kept its account. 

Mr. BLACK said he thought it was a great 
pity that, now they were going in for such very 
high clabs education, the principle of making 
accounts intelligible did not avply to the Educa­
tion Department. He was not prepared to 
dispute the figures quoted by the hon. gentlemltn 
in any way, but he thought the hon. memuer 
must agree with him in saying that the Com­
mittee were entitled to reliable information. 
When there were volmninous statistics put before 
them, such as they lutd got, it was nece,sary that 
they should bP reliable and accurate; and in 
reference to the Education Department it was 
desirable that above all others such should he the 
case, and that they should not be able to find such 
extraordinary discrepancies as they had done. 
They were told, undoubtedly, that the Parlia­
mentary vote for last year-he took the ffgures 
as they stood-was £170,622, whilst as a matter 
of fact the statistics showed plainly that it was 
£163,093. \Vas it necessary to so complicate 
the accounts as to make them entirely unintel­
ligible to ordinary m em hers of that Committee? 
They should be S<> definite that there would be no 
need for the Minister to explain the discrepancy. 
But, referring· to the general principle of the 
Education vote, he would repeat that the Com­
mittee should be very jealous when they noted 
that an increase of something like 20 per cent.­
in fact over 20 per cent.--was taking place in the 
Education vote for the present year, as compared 
with that of previous years, or as compared with 
last year. On an occasion like that"they should be 
perfectly certain that the country was deriving 
the full benefit from that very hlrge increase 
of expenditure. He knew that there were many 
hon. members in that Committee, and a very 
large number of the people outside, who were look­
ing rather jealously upon the educational system 
of the colony. They knew that when it was 
decided to give free education to the youth of 
the colony the people of the colony endorsed 
that view, believing that education was to be 
confined to rudimentary education-to what was 
known as the three ll's::_in other word~, reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. \Vhen they gave the 
people of the colony universal suffrage 
it was undoubtedly a wise step to qualify 
the youth of the colony to exercise that 
vote in an intelligent manner, which could 
be only attained by a certain amount of 
rudimentary education. He hood said before 
-· all(! he knew it was an opinion endorsed by 

many hon. members and by persons ontsi<le the 
House-that they were going beyond the original 
intention of the Education Act. They were 
educating the youth of the colony above the 
position which was intended when the Education 
Act \Va~ passed, and they were now ~eeing results 
which he thought would not add to the snccess 
of the Education Act in the fnture, or necessarily 
add to the prosperity of the colony. They knew 
how difficult it was to get the youth of the colony 
to embark in any of the industrial occnpations 
of Queensland. He would like the Governlll('nt, 
if they could only ,ee their way, to e'ltn blish 
some sort of industries that would be suitable 
for the highly educated young men and yonng 
women of the colony, whose comparatively high 
education was being brought about by the 
constant exparJRion of the Education vote. It 
was almost impossible to get the youth of 
the colony to emhark in agricultural pursuits. 
And as to domestic servants, they were cer­
tainly educated far b&yond that. Again, when 
domestic senants were required they had to 
be imported from England or the Continent. 
He would repe,tt that the youth of the colony 
were being educated above the position in life 
which their parents-so many of whom formed 
the best colonists in Queensland-would have or 
had been perfectly satisfied to fill. The conse­
quence \Vrts that the young n1en and young 
Wtnnen of the colnny \Vere centreing in the 
towns. And what did they do in the towns? 
They were not so profitably engaged as they 
would be if they were encouraged to spread 
through the country districts, and if they, above 
all other things, embarked in agricultural pur­
suits. The pay they got in the towns was cer­
tainly not encouraging, anf1, as J\rliniRters kne\v 
well, if it was once known that there was 
a vacancy in any branch of the Civil Service, 
scores of applications were immediately received. 
It was pretty well recognised that the Civil Service 
of the colony, through intense competition and the 
necessary accon1pnnying small pay, was looked 
U]JOn by those who ought to understand it-the 
parents of the children-as about the very worst 
service their children could be engaged in. 
Another matter which should receive some atten­
tion \Yas the fact that the Government had 
entirely abandoned the vote for the support and 
encouragement of model farms or agricul­
tuml colleges in the colony. He did not 
know what their reason was for arnvmg 
at that decision. He was quite pre­
pared to admit that the experiments hitherto 
made in the southern portions of the colony 
had not been attended with success. That, 
however, was no reason wl1y the Governn1ent 
should not have gone farther afield, and have 
tried some of the more northern portions. It 
would have been one of the grandest experiments 
they could have undertaken to have gone to 
some of the tropical regions of the North and 
established agricultural schools or colleges there. 
Those institutions could have heen establishe<l 
with the a•sistance of the European labour-the 
youth of the colony, of \vhich there was such a 
large supply, and which \V~\s ren1aining unern~ 
ployed in the centres of pnpulation. He was 
alluding to the increase of larrikinism in the 
colony, reference to which was to be seen 
made almost every week in the newspapers. 
He did not mean to say that that class was 
uneducated. Indeed, he believed that if they 
were to get a number of the larrikins of Brisbane 
together it would be found that the majodty of 
them were fairly well educated-that was, they 
could read and write. But there were no 
openings in the colony for youths who had been, 
to a very great extent, negleoted by their parents, 
in which the~: could be profitably employed. 
That, again, opened up a very large and wide 
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qnestion connected with the educational ;;ystem 
of the colony. That question was-How was it 
that, with the primary education many of thoee 
lad.~ had obtained, they preferred to become 
waifs and strays of our large communities? 
He was prepared to give his answer to 
that question, and that wae, that while the 
State gave then1 that education which it was 
bound to give to every boy and g·irl in the colony, 
there was a very 1nuch n1ore in1portant bntnch 
of education which was entirely neglected, and 
that waH the relig-ions education of the young. But 
that was too large a mbjecttodomorethan brierly 
refer to on the present occasion. It might be the 
duty of parents to give a religious education to their 
chilrlren, but it was certain that in a majority of 
the cases where the lads developed into hwrikim; 
that duty hv.d been entirely neglected by them. 
He hoped the Government, instead of en­
couraging a constant increase in the Education 
vote, would look at the question from a ]Jractical 
standpoint; and see if they could not reduce 
the cost of education by compelling those who 
wished to have their children educated up to 
the hig·her standards, to pay fm it out of 
their own pockets- to combine the present 
system, whereby the State acknowledged its 
responsibility for edncation, with the principle 
of compelling those parents who wished t.heir 
children to acquire the higher branches of know­
le<lge to contribute a certain amount out of 
their own pockets for that purpose. The parents 
tn whom he referred would not be reluctant to 
rlo so, but as long as they could look np<m the 
State as a sort of milch cow to pay what they 
shonld be caller! upon to pay, so long would 
what he considered the discouraging re,;ults of 
their educational sy>ltem become more and more 
apparent. 

J\Ir. ISAMBEllTsaid that, with regard to the 
:Minister for Education, he felt almoot inclined 
to apply to him the remark applied lm;t night 
Ly the hon. member for Stanleytothe Attorney­
General-that he wa:-; not a~ green as he 
looked or pretended to be. The hon. gentle­
man knew well whn.t were the requisites 
of a really good teacher, and in varagraph !) 
of hh~ general ren1ark;; on education in hi:-5 
re]Jort he stated that one of those requisites was 
residence for two years at a training college. If 
that was necessary for a teacher imported from 
J~ngland, it was even nwre necef...-.;ary for teachers 
trained in the colony. In a training college pro­
f,ssm·s would be collected who were each perfect 
iu his own line~~men who po,sessed a pecu!ittr 
power in showing their pupils the art of teaching. 
He did not advocate that those teacher>; should 
l1e tra.int"1d without some bafegnard being given to 
the State. It should be stipulated that a pupil 
entering the college should g-ive a bond to the 
amount of what his two years' training would 
cost the State-say £100 or £150-and if at the 
end of that pel'iml he went into some other occu­
pation than teaching in a State sclwol he should 
pay that amount over to the Government. If he 
remained in the service, and gave the State three, 
fonr, or five years' service, or whatever otherpel'iod 
might be decided upon in the Education Depart­
ment, then his obligation should be considered 
discharged. By that plan the State would be 
snre to get a higher clas;; of teachers. One of 
the votes to be asked for was an item of £3,:302 
for scholarships and exhibitions to uni1 ersities. 
He held that so long- as there were children in 
the State who were not educated, so long would 
tlmt vote be wlmt he called a fraud on the people. 
The State ha,d no busineR~ t~ 1 encourage in snch 
a manner the higher education of naturally 
quick-witted children at the expense of those 
who were lmckward. It would be far better for 
the :-;tate to confine its effmt, to the teachillg" of 
elemeutary knowledge to all the children. He 

would rather see a vote of ±:10,000 for an 
agricultural and teachers' training college 
than that .£3,302 for pushing on quick­
witted children. Good as the educational 
system of the colony was in many respects, 
there was no r~'1son why it should not be 
improved. \Vhile teachers were engaged in 
pushing· on the quick-witted children to prepare 
them for schohtrship examinations, they were 
neglecting the other children under their charge. 
If the parents of quick-wittecl children wished 
them to go in for the higher education, let them 
pay for it, but let the State teachers endeavour 
to benefit the chilrlren in general. The duller 
children required more of a teacher's atten­
tion than the quick-witted ones. It had 
been said that if the scholarships for 
the sha.rper boys were done away with the 
grannnar schoolR woulcl rnake a very poor show. 
They were robbing the l'rimary schools of some 
of their very best boys anrl stuffing them into 
grammar schools. He ventnrNl to say that if a 
very indifferent teacher were given a lot of such 
quick-witted boys, collected from all parts of the 
colony, he could make a better show than the 
best teacher with average boys. It was no great 
trouble to teach <tnick-witted children; it was a 
pleasure to the teacher. He hoped next year the 
(}overnment would see their way clea'r to do 
away with that fostering of those who were 
already strong, and bring in a measure 
to establish a teachers' training college. Tbe 
amount of blessing it would produce all over 
the colony by those young teachers getting the 
hif?hest education and irnpnrting it again to 
chrldren all through the length and breadth of 
the land would be very great. As the hon. 
member for J\iackay had said, the moral educa­
tion nf the youth of the colony was very much 
neglected. Of course, since they had so many 
religious sects, and they could not make a State 
church and bring them all under one head, it 
was all the more incumbent upon them to give 
their teachers the hig·hest moral teaching they 
possibly could, so that they might bring a 
large amount of moral training to bear upon the 
children under their care without trespaesing 
on the realm of religion. Then, with regard to 
compulsrry education, he thought it would be a 
good step in the right direction if the Minister 
for Education would not leave so much to the 
local committees. He knew one school in his 
district where application had been made to the 
JYiinister to enforce the compulenry clauses. 
There \\'~1~ rt large amount of nonsense enter­
tained by English people with regard to the 
liberty of the subject. How much of the liberty 
of the subject would be interfered with by enforcing 
the compu},ory clauses? The majority of parents 
-those who sent their children to school-would 
not be interfered with at all. It was onlv 
parents who allowed their children to become 
truants-who did not understand their duty to 
their children, who would be interfered with­
perhaps 3 or 4 per cent.-ancl the more the 
liberty of the subject in the case of those people 
was interfered with the better it would be for 
the State. 

~.Jr. MACFARLAXE said it had been 
uLserved by several ;;peakers that all the 
departments into which public instruction 
was divided had been increttsed. Looking at 
Schedule B he saw there were altogether eleven 
heads under which the Education Department 
was tabulated, and out of that number there 
were increases in nine. He had never objected to 
the amount of money spent up to the present 
time for the purposes of education. He thought 
it was far better for them to be liberal with their 
primary schools, and see that they were well 
conducted ttnd properly pttid for, than to be 
stingy and give only a partial or very pour 
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education. It wo,s far better to spend a 
little more money for education than to have 
to spend it, perhaJ'", in punishing criminals. 
He maintained that the better their yonths 
were conducted the more likely they were to 
become good members of society. vVith regard 
to compulwry education, which so far had been 
a dead-letter, he thougU it ought at least to be 
tried in some of the towns of the colony to see 
how it worked. He knew a certain town in 
which there was a family of six children livinli 
just across the road from the public school, and 
to his knowledge not one of them ever went to 
school. Unfortunately, the father worked in the 
country and the mother did not eare whether 
they Were educated or not, the COnSCljllence 
being that the children were left to grow 
up as best they could. Of course, the effect 
could not bnt be injurions to those childn,n, 
and it might have a very expensive effect uvnn 
the country, because children brought up in that 
way could not be ex]Jected to have the same 
reverence for law as children who were properly 
educated and who were more likely to be law­
abiding. He therefore thonght it would be well for 
the Government to consider whether the time had 
not arrived when the compulsory clauses should 
be tried in some towns to see how tLPy wonlrl 
operate before they took further action in the 
m>Ltter. As to the higher edncation referred tn 
by the hon. member for liosewood, he thought 
there was a good deal to be said in its fe~vom·. 
He did not object to :;cholarships to the grmnmar 
schools, bee;< use they were inducem,·nts to <!uick­
witted buys to do the best they could to become 
gooU me1nbers of Hociety, bnt in regard to the 
exhibitionH given to grmnruar school boyH 
he had changed his mind entirely. Up to the 
present time he had a! ways supported them, but 
looking back to th" p81·,.ons who betel benefited 
by them he found they were generally of the 
higher classes of society. 

The PRE~IIER: l'\o; quite wrong. 
Mr. MACli'ARl~ANE : As a rule they were 

persons who were well able to pay for their edu­
cation. 

The PREMIEH : No ; almost never. 
Mr. MACFARLAXE said he was very o;la<l 

to hear it, and stood corrected. vVhat he lmd 
Haid referred rnore particularly to the gram1nar 
school that he knew most about. Another point 
he wi.<hed to refer to was the grent mnn!Jer of 
young men who left the Education Department 
every year and went into other walkt> of life. 
He thouliht that mnst show either that they 
were not adapted for teachers, or that they 
found that their al1ilities were better rewarded 
in mercantile life. It wonld be interee<ting 
to know the number who left the clepartment 
every year. He himself knew a good many, 
and the number must be very considerable. He 
thon~ht that so far as teachers were concerned they 
ought not to be par·simonious. It was far better 
to pay them a fair saJary so as to retain them in 
the department than that they should le:we in 
such large numbers every year. Th0 nmtter of 
religion had cropped up, but he did not intend 
to speak on that. He beliend the time woul<l 
come when the Bible would be read without 
comment in the State schools of the colony. One 
remark he wished to make-and he huped the 
Minister for Education woulcl pay attention to it­
was this : There were different kinds of educa­
tion. They talked of higher education, and the 
Committee would scarcely believe that at tho 
titne they were actually aFe<.;isting to give the 
very lowest form of education in the colony. 
In his own district there was a State school, and 
a part of the ground belonging to it had actually 
been granted for a raceconrr-:e, and that race­
course was running right through the playgronncl 

of the school. He thought the Minister for Public 
Inr-:.trnction had rnade a, rnistakP in granting 
that bnd for a racecourse so near a State 
school ; ttnd it was very likely to produce 
larrikinif:mL There was nothing he kne\v of 
that boys were fonder of than going to see a 
rnce, and rnany times they would leave school 
and go a mile or two f,,r that rmrpo,;e. The 
Govcrnmeut had n.ctnally brought the race­
conl':-i8 right through the school grounds, the 
r:;ehool being- the fir~t, and the racecour~e brought 
np to it. Not only tlmt, but the:r had knocked 
down the fence, or ]Jroposed to do it, so that the 
ci1·cle of the racecourse n1ight run through the 
playground at the b;tek of the school. He 
wi,,hecl the Minister to tell them whether he had 
definitely decided not to allow such a thing to 
take plrtce. The school was invested in a board, 
mu! that board was entirely opposed to the race­
eourse going through the playground. 'l"he board 
were the representatives of the children and the 
parents, and they were all opposed to it. That 
ought to be ~nffiC'ient to prevent ta1npering with 
the school-ground. He hoped the hon. g-entleman 
would be able to tell him that it was decided that 
ouch a thing should not take place. It had been 
in nbeya11ce for n. long t.in1e, a.nd the sooner it \VaH 

"etth'd the better. 
The ::\11::\l::OTEH. :FOH. PUBLIC H\­

STRUCTIOJ'\ ,mid thttt, in reply to the hon. 
member for r,,swich, he might state that 
the' IFm. gentleman had rather c.mtradicted 
him:;elf. He first told them thttt the :;ite 
waH already tle:-:;troyed by tL racecourse l)eing 
taken thmngh it, and shortly rtfterward:; he 
a.sked if the arrangeuwnt w:lt':l con1pleted or not? 
He had evidently made a mist<tke ; either there 
W;LH no raceconr.~e going through the school~ 
ground, {ll' el:-;e it lF'Ver had been proposed. The 
fact of the matter "-as that he (the J\Iinister for 
Public In,;truction) had received a communica­
tion from the residents about T pswich, asking to 
have a.n exchange of lnnd frmn the racecoun;e 
with son1e frmn the school rc"'erve. and he saw 
no reason wha.tever for not a.greelng to it, aH 

he cov,;iderecl the land they were to liet from 
the racecourse to be very HUitable for increasing 
the school, and a better site. l{o\vever, souw tilne 
after that, he had a strong r8lnonstrance from 
the two hon. members for Ip:;wich, who said there 
was :1 i:ltrong feelin~ a~ainst the thing being 
done, so he left the matter in abeyance. Shortly 
after thllt he received a numerously Higned 
petition from the illhctbitanb; of Bundaulx.L 
pmying that the exchange might be made. He 
had sent that application to the school board, 
nnd <:nvaited the1r ans\ver. The thing was in 
that state at present. 

J\lr. l'\0 l:l.TON said he suppo-;ed that the 
Minister who hac! charge of the department was 
always prepared, on occe~sious like the present 
to hea.r a good de<l.l of dif-!enl-'sion, although, he 
supposed, most of the remarks had been II>m1e 
previously two or three tim<'q. He clid not think 
that the debate that had taken place would help 
to bring the system into bvour. He wa:; one of 
those who belieYed in the advantages to be 
derived from the education of the children of the 
colony ; but he did not believe in the :,;ystem, 
because the result of it wae that n, nmnber of 
children in the country clistrict' rec,,ived no 
benefit whatever. They were so situated tlmt it 
was impossil1le for them to do so, while, at the 
same time, their parents had to contribute, as tax­
payers, c:ts runch to\\·arcls the fnnd a"' anyone e1:-;e, 
In that ca::;e it was :1 Yery great hardship, 
because he knew of people who were very far 
removed from any pnblic school, and who were 
at the same time anxious to get their children 
properl:' educated, and they had not only to 
contribute to that enormous cost, which \vas 
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yearly increa:-;iug, but had actually to provide 
the fnll expeme of educatin" their children 
besides. Of cour,;e that wa~ a thing that 
conld not be altered ; but when to that was 
added the fact - as bad been shown that 
evening- that of the children who could avail 
themselves of th::t educational system one-half, 
or abont that, did not tC~ke ad vC~ntage of it, it 
macle the system appear very much worse. He 
did not s>'y that mw-half of the children who 
were nominally educated derived no benefit 
whatever; but the result WCIS that if the sum­
total was taken it was equivalent to one-half 
of the childr.en only being educated. In looking 
:1t the questiOn one could not help as kin" where it 
was to end. :For the present yenr the;e \Vas an 
increa~e of over £35,000, and it wa~ tbne to see if 
it could not he cut down. He for one agreed with 
a great deal that had bllen fronc the hon. mem­
ber for Rosewnod. He did not believe in those 
:xhibitions and scholarships, although he granted 
It was a fact that, as a rule, those who could not 
under ordinary circun1~tanceR, send their chil~ 
tlre:t to universities, hac! received the benefit of 
them. He believed that the amount invested in 
educational purpose:.; could be mnch 1nore bPne­
iici,dly spent under the system suggested by the 
hon. 1nernber ~or Rosewood-narnely, in mining 
college~, teclnuealcollege.s, orwhatevcrtheyrnight 
be cttl!ed. 'rhey would be much more useful 
lJemtur::e infornuttion conld be in1parted to a verY 
unwh htrger nun1ber of people. For his uwn 
part he did not see how any reduction was to be 
made in the pre,ent vote, becltuse the system 
was ouch t.lmt it was impossible to keep it clown. 
There waR one thing certain, ~1nd that wa8 that 
if _it wont on at 'mything like the rate lt was 
gmng at present it wonld corne to an end. That 
was a matter which the :'1-Iini.ster for Education 
ought to take seriously into cmwicleration. Of 
course, in the position in which he was p!rteed, 
he had every opportunity of finding out 
what wa,::; g·oing· on in other colonie'<;; and he 
should nmke a study of the question in order that 
he might ascertain how the system lmd worked 
there, not merely for the benefit of the children, 
hut to see which Wa8 the n1o::;t econotnical \vay. 
'rlmt th:1t had not been clone ~" f:1r seemed to be 
appC~rent-he clidnotknow whether it was so or not. 
He woulrl suggest to the :i'viinister that before he 
brought clown another estimate to the Committee 
instead of increaBin~ the expen(liture, he ~honlci 
try to devise some scheme for its reduction · he 
clid not mean a reduction of the whole vote l:mt 
a reduction in the rate of increase. Ther~ was 
one thing that !1mst be said with regard to the 
teachers, and that was that, tW a rule compared 
with other serv:mts in the employ o'f the Gov· 
ernment, they were not well pttid. He believed 
the ;\Iiuister stated that mm;t of the te[lchers had 
recei,•ecl increases this year. 

The l'ItE:i'viiER : Those incre>tses are made in 
ttceordance with the re).{ulationH. 

;\Ir. NOHTON said he understood the Secre·· 
tary for Public Instruction to say that the 
te::tchers not only got increases lat3t y8ar, but thi~ 
year ah;o, ha.Ying been achuitted to a hiaher 
grade. Hf' did not think that anyone begTw1ged 
the teachers the money they received for their 
sen·ices, but he thought they should te:cch more 
pupils. He did not rise particularly to OJIJH1Ke 
the vote, but he could not, when the oppor­
tunity arose, n'lfrn,in fron1 protesting against the 
enorn1ous expenditure, a~ other hon. nternbers 
had donr., becanse, cmnpn .. red \\·ith the advantag·c:s 
the colony ought to derive fmm their education 
HyHtern, the expen~e wa~ very great. He thought 
~hat the m8l:o fact of the expemliture being so 
1arge ntu'-'t 111 a fe\v yenrH lead to :-;on1e other 
resnlt, for nnle:;s the po]mbtion and the revenue 

in~reased much more ra!Jidly than they were 
domg they could not go on increasing that vote 
at the present rate. 

Mr. KELLETT said he had not much to SlW 
on the general question of education. He agreed 
with :;ome former speakers that there wa:; a 
great number of people in the colony getting 
free education for their children who could 
afford to pay for it. He had always thought 
that those who could pay for their children 
should do so, but thttt the rudiments of 
education should be given to those children whose 
p_arents could not afford to pay for their instruc­
tiOn. He thought that schools should be establish eel 
in outlying di:::.trict~ where there were no private 
schools, but that even there those persons who 
could afford to do soshoulcl pay for the education of 
their own children. He,,·assatisfied thatifasystem 
of charging fees "" ::tR instituted a great nun1ber of 
people who now sent their children to school and 
paid nothing would be pleased to pay for them. 
He had heard that from many persons ; from 
smne a.mong the fnrtning class ~or instance, 'vho 
were pretty well off ; a.nd he beheved those people 
would prefer to pay for the education of their 
children. The vote for educa,tion was increat-dng 
year after year, anr1 he thought it wao tiHJe that a 
scale of fees wa~ nrra.nged and adopted. But what 
he specinlly wished to allude to wa,s some remarks 
made by the member for Ipswich, »nd to ···ive 
a little more relbble information founded" on 
facts. ThA hon. me ne ber stC~ted that something 
injndicioue was abont to be done by the 
:i'viinister for Public Instruction by allowinn·" 
racBcourse to be e:stablished along~ide a sch~)l. 
Kow, before the present 11inistry assumed office 
there was a reserve originally surveyed and put 
up for auction by the late Government. Only 
a few allotments were sold, and those at verv 
small prices; the rest were withdrawn, and the 
people of the tlistrict subsecpwntly <tpplied for 
the grant of tlmt land as a racecourse reserve, 
the one that had been in use there before Separa­
tion having fallen into private hands, and, of 
course, become lost to the public. The appli­
cation vva1:i granted, and a reserve \Vas 1 Jro­
clairned, as other resenes had been proclaimed 
in other centres of the population by all 
Governments. At the time it was o-ranted a 
prorni~e was given that the exchan'ge which 
had now been spoken of should be granted, 
the reason being that the land on which the 
school wal:-i built ran ont into a long narrow 
~trip right into the racecourse reserve. He 
beliewcl that the reason why the !mid was kept 
in that,shape w:1s that it preserved the frontages 
~nthe ("overnment, who expected that by keeping 
tt they wonld be able to get more money for the 
land when sold than they would otherwise. 
The !Cind proposed to be given in exchange fnr 
that asked for from the school-ground was 
higher, better suited for building on, or for " 
playground, or any nthe;· purpose ; but there 
was some clelay on the part of the inhahi· 
tants in getting the land surveyed, and the 
exchange was not made. \Vhen the present 
lHinister for Public Instruction came into office 
the rn:ttter, which had been before the department 
for ~mne tirne, was b1·ought under his notice. 
}[u (Mr. Kellett) had not understood the cause 
of the delay, but he coulcl understand it a little 
more now since !,e had heard of the action of the 
hon. members for Ipswich in the matter, and he 
supposed they must have been working under· 
hand previously. The Minister for Public 
Instruction was asked to go and inspect the 
bnd for him:;elf, and see whether the proposed 
exchange wns tt desil·Hble one in the interest of 
the cle]mrtment-whethcr it was a fair exchange 
or not. Th~ hon. geNtleumn accortlingly paid 
a visit to Hundanb:1, where the ochool w:1s 
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ituatlod, nnd went over the bud very carefully, 
and came to the conclusion, <ts he told a gentle­
man who was present, that he was satisfied that 
any man who understood the difference in valne 
between the.piece of low-lying land and the high 
land would see that the portion proposed to be 
taken frorn the racecourtle reserve and given in 
exchange for the school land was the better piece. 
The ::\Iinister also took into consideration the 
fact that by gmnting the exchange it would 
enable the people to remove the bllildings in 
connection \Vith the racecour:-::.e reserve further 
fl'Dm the school than if the exchange was uot 
made. '!'he hon. g·entleman then promised to 
recommend the exchange to his colleagues. He 
(Yfr. Kellett) was prec;ent at the time, and he 
thought it was as good as granted. But they 
found that a great lmbbub was made by 
t\vo or three "snuffielm~ten;" np there~ sorne 
of whom he thought could hardly · write 
their own names, but wanted to 'how that they 
had great authority in the district. They 
interviewed the JHinioter, and they got first one 
rnernber and then another who were going to do 
sornething dreadful-they were going to re~ign 
their sNtts if the exchange was gmnted. 

the children were far better with their play­
ground <tt the back of the ;;chuol than on the 
main road at the side. The board thought it 
would be unbocon1ing to bring the racecourse 
right behind the school, t~s it would bring the 
children into far too near contact with things 
they had better keep away from. The remark 
the hon. 111embHr for St>tnley had made as to a 
threat that the rnmnbers for I l J.S\Vich \V ere going to 
resign was very gnoLl for hiti story, but the :-;tory wa.:-; 
·Hnnething like the petition in the public-house. 
The strong arg-ument of the hoard was that they 
objected to the exchange, and they had a perfect 
right to stick to the ground orig-inally allotted to 
them. 

Mr. l\LAC:B'ARLAXE : Who told you that? 
Mr. KELLETT said he was told so in Ipswich, 

and the people seemed to think it would be a 
very good thing if they could get men who 
would look after the geneml interests of the 
public instead of little matters like that. The 
nmtter was recommended by the l\Iinister for 
]~ducat;ion to hiK collectg·ues, and it had been in 
abeyance ever since. The Premier had pro­
mised tlmt he would inspect the htnd himself; 
he supposed it would be necessary for the whole 
CaLinet to inspect it. He was certain that their 
inspection would bear out the statement he had 
made-that the htnd offered was far better than 
the land prorJosed to be taken away. That was 
the storrn in the teapot which was going on ; the 
cry 'vas, " V\T e ara a lot of good people and we 
will block this racecourse." He (.:VIr. Kellett) 
advised the peo[Jle to send down a petition, and 
they did seml a very large one. A few names 
were those of leading men in IJ"Wich, but the 
rest were those of people immediately round 
Bundanba. Nine-tenths of the people about 
the place were in Ltvour of the exchange. He 
knew the people, because he had lived just 
alongside for some time, and all the peo pie with 
any common sense were perfectly satisfied with 
the exchange. That was the whole thing. The 
threat of the member for I]Jswich that they 
would resign seemed to have kept the Iviinistry 
from making the grant recommended by the 
Minister for Education. 

J\lr .. Ji'OOTE saitl he was not going to make 
nny rernark::; in particul:u~ in referencA to the 
gducation rote. l<'or some year;; the vote had 
been gl'i)Wing out of alliH'()I Jorti~)n, and the country 
would not long be able to stand it. The House 
would h,LVe to retrace its steps nt some future 
date, ancl1·emodel the system of education. There­
fore it wa,s not bis intention to offer any re1narks 
on the vote now. By-and-by the whole question 
would have t<> be dealt with in a proper nnd 
tangible manner in the interests of the country. 
In reference to the racecourse matter, he, too, hatl 
sowe knowledge on the subject. The school was 
within a few hundred ycnde of his electorate, 
nntl he belie\ ed a greiLt tiro portion of the scholars 
were children of his constituents. i\Ianv of the 
counnittee (1lso resided in his electorate. The 
hon. member for Stanley had evidently got hold 
of the wrong onrl of the inforrnation vvhen he 
said the members for the district threatened 
to resign. He (.'vir. Foote) did not believe that 
tiueh a thing ever occurred, but he did know 
tlmt the members of the committee threat<med 
to resign, and the hon. member had made 
a mistake in attributing that to the members 
for Ips\\·ic:h. So near were the ruetnben; 
of the committe·-l to resigning, that a, meet­
ing was called fur that purpose. They were 
t,, carry out certain business and then tender 
their resignations. He (Mr. l<'oute) S<tW some of 
the committee on the matter and advised them 
not to resign bnt to hold tu tl1eir position. He 
echo <td vi sed them to call a meeting of tl1e 
inhabitants or parents of the children attending 
the school, and they did so. At that meet­
ing the inhabit>tnb confirme<l the action the 
committee had taken in reference to the 
piece of land taken for the racecnurse. The 

l committee were very hardly treated by the 
::\Iinister for Education. vVhen that hon. gentle­
man went there to survey the grmmcl, "" he (:iVIr. 
1!-,oote) understood, rightly or wrongly, he did :;u 
without giving thern ::tny notice. He invited none 
of the committee to join him in his inspection. 

1 He only invited certain interested parties in 
Ipswich to attend-men known for their horse­
ru.cing prnclivitie.s. He wat:l not saying whether 
racing \Vas right or wrong, and was rnakin~ no 

Mr. MAC:B'ARLANJ~ said those were the 
reliable facts they were to get from the hon. 
member for Stanley, who would not be the mem-

1 

ber for Stanley in the next House. They were 
told that nearly all the inhabitants of Bumlanba 
signed the petition in favour of the racecom·se 
going through the schoolwground. He W<:~l:' in a 
position to tell the Committee that the petition 
lay for f\)ur days in a, public-house getting signa­
tnres-and they knew how anxious people were to , 
please a publican. They were aho told that the ! 
reserve was put up for sttle, and that very few lob 1 

were solll; and no doubt they were expected to 
infer that the ground was not valuahle. He was 
in a position to say that if that land were put up 
for sale in Ipswich to-morrow it would fetch 
£400 an acre. That was the land the country 
was asked to give away for a mcecourse. The 
argument of the school board at Bundanba was 
this : That they selected the land because it 
vvas high, and \Vould rnake a good, dry, hard 
playground for the children. The ground 

o ffered in exchange \Vas lower ground. Be~ide.s., 

attempt to condemn it. He only wanted to 
state that the committee thonght the l\iinister, 
when he had one side with him at the inspection, 
should have invited the Committee to attend ac; 
well, so that they might have had the opportunity 
of offering their opinion at the satne time as the 
other gentlemen. The committee considered 
tlmt they had been overridden in every act they 
had ttttempted to do in connection with the 
matter. They thought they were the proper 
parties to consult on the Cjuestion, and should 
not have been overridden in their po·,ition with­
out some reasonable gTotmd:; being stated. Had 
the Minister wante<l to give the land for the 
racecourse, and had he in ten dell at the same time 
to remove the school to some better or more 
suitable place, in accordance with the wishes of 
the inhabitantc;, no objection wonld have been 
raised. The department, however, had not the 
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slightest right to take away the g;Tound with­
out the c<msent of the committee. The hon. 
member for Stanley cast a reflection on the 
school committee, and spoke about some ''snuffy" 
or a snufflebuster" nwetings; arnd he cmnplained 
of the inability of the committee to deal with 
the question. He also spoke of their lack of 
common sense, and sttid any right-minded 
person would have been agreeable to the 
proposition of the Minister for Education, 
whilst, of course, any other person who held an 
opinion opposed to that proposition did not 
possess ::.tny cornmon sense. Now, he (1\Ir. Foote) 
could tell the hon. member for Stanley that tbe 
school committee wa' composed of some very 
respectable men, who were quite as capable of 
making their own way in life as the hon. member 
himself, and that though he might be sharp in 
practice, or even cunning, he would have to travel 
very far before he could outwit them to any gnmt 
extent. As for common sense in school matters, he 
would find as much amongst them as to make them 
able to combat with him. He believed the matter 
in diHpute could be amicably settled to the satis­
faction of all concerned, and if the Minister went 
nbont it in a right '""Y he conld uring- about a 
very peaceable solution of the difficulty. The 
great complaint was that the racecourse bad 
ueen brought into too close proximity to the 
school. \Vhen the racecourse was n'ecl, a 
holiday would no doubt be proclaimed in the 
di,trict, consequently the children would not be 
at school, ttnd, therefore, not Jmrticularly affected 
by the races. At other times, however, when 
the hor::;es \vould be training on the course, 
the children would be at school, and their atten­
tion would be ttttracted by the horses in training 
to such a degree that they would be tern pted to 
lctwe their lessmm and the te1wher could not be 
reasonably expected to do much good under such 
circumste~nces. If the racecourse, instead of 
ueing brought close to the school, was put at the 
other end-ttt what was known as Stafford's 
side, where there was ample room for it­
then it would be sufficiently removed from 
the s?hool, and all objection would .-ery likely 
he w1thdrawn and the matter mnicably settle<!. 
Thus both parties interested in the matter 
might be e']ually satisfied. In reference to 
the value of the land, the hon. member fur 
Stanley only drew a picture of what its value 
was nwny yettn; ago. It VITaH different now. He 
(Mr. lcoote) certainly did not put the value on it 
that the hon. member for Ipswich, :Mr. J\Iacfar­
ltcne, did. That hon. member might be " 
better judge of the land than he was, but 
he (Mr. Foote) believed that its vttlue wonlcl not 
be below £(j0 per acre. 'rho l\Iinister for Lands 
W<mld be a better judge, as the Government had sold 
land dnring the present year on the other side of the 
creek, and the prier' it fetched bore out his (1\fr. 
Foote's) e·tatement as to its bringing £60 per acre. 
It should not be forgotten that one of the finest 
racecour.,es in the colony was granted before 
Separation to the racing club at Ipswich ; so it 
wt>s scarcely fair that they should ask the Gov­
ernment to give them anoth.er. Certainly, thev 
got deeply into debt, and mortgaged that race­
course, and it was sold, he presumed, in the 
intere~b; of the nwrtgagee. That very raceconr:·m 
wm; to-day worth many thousands of pounds. 
Taking all those things together, the hon. mein­
ber for Stanley must acknowledge that the ob­
jections raised by the hon. members for Ipswich 
were proper obje-ctions, and were very justly 
brought forward. If both parties were to examine 
the place, no doubt the,v would arrive at an 
amicable solution of the clifficnltv. 

Mr. L UJ\ILEY HILL said it was a pity thttt 
the Committee bad drifted a way from an inter­
eHting discussion on the 1nerits of the eduea.tion 
system in tu a purely local discussion of the merits 

or demerits of " certain racecourse. The hon. 
member for Stanley deserved to have a vote of 
censure passed upon him for having stirred up ::t 

nest of hornets or~ what was the other word? 
An HONOURABLE ME~!BEH : "Snutf!ebnsters. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL: Hornets or "snntf!e 
lmsters" who would very likely talk the wh 1le 
evening ''bout whet her the racecourse should be 
near the school or not. That was a matter not for 
the Committee, but for the department, to decide. 
He hoped the discussion would now be allowed to 
revert to the really imporLant question of the 
edu~ntion system of the colony. There wasnodunbt 
-a' so many hon. memuer., ,eemed to think-that 
tlmt system was being carried too far; they were 
trying to do too much; the expense was becoming 
great. It was time the 'tttention ofthe Minister 
for Educaticm was called, and forcibly cttlled, to 
the neces,Jity of ref-3tricting hiH operations anfl 
cutting down his expenditure next year. He had 
protested against that extravagant system of 
Stn,te aid years ttnd years ago, but with no effect. 
Hitherto the general feeling wal:l in favour of gra­
tuitous edtwrttion ; the people wanted to get their 
children educated up to the highest pitch "free 
gratis and for nothing." Bnt at length a better 
feeling was ::;pringing up, and now, be believed, 
people would he willing to pay some fees by way 
of acknowledging the responsibility due from 
them to their chilchen. They would ::tppreciate 
the ble."ings of education more if they had to 
pay to trifle towards it. He believed tb,,,t State 
education was tending in a wrong direction. 
The echwation given to girls tended to disrJnalify 
them for their future lot. The,v were taught 
nntsie and dancing--

An HoNOl.iRABLE JI.IEMBEI:: Not dancing. 
Mr. LFJI.ILEY HILL: They were taught 

l11lBic and ,inging, and it would be far better if 
they were taught sewing and cooking. 

An HoNOUllABLE :\IJCiiiBEll : So they tue. 

Mr. L UML.EY HILL said the education they 
received rnade then1 averse to nutrrying workil1g 
rnen-1nen who expected their \Vive~ to cook 
their dinner, for them ancl keep their home.,; 
tidy. Those girls got a sort of semi-superficial 
high-class education, anrl after leaving school, 
instea.d of going into dmneRtic service, where 
they would finish their eductttion in the matters 
of cooking and Hewing, they preferred getting 
into milliners' shops, wbere they had the day to 
work and the night to them;;e]vm;, when they 
were not looked after by any mistress­
a ~1tate of things which smnetin1eH did not 
lead to desirable results so far as the girls 
were concerned. The opinion he had ex pressed 
on the education system was spreading, ttnd he 
looked forward with some hope to see a possible 
retrenchment effected in the vote next year. 
}?ive years ago people had not becmne 
thoroughly ttlive to the embar1·asoment which 
~he con:-3tantly growing expenditure on 
State education was likely to cause to the 
country. It \Vas still increasing, :_tnd nnleRs 
checked woulcl soon become too burdensome to 
be borne, especially with lmrd times and a 
probttbly defbient reveuue before them. The 
expression of opinion he had heard tht"tt night 
\vas a very welcorne one to hirr1, at all eventH, 
and he should be very glad to go still further 
when the Yote came forward next year. 

The PRJ<;'\IIER said some of the observations 
tlmt had been made about the geneml increttse in 
the vote, required that be should say a few words 
upon it. There was ap]Jarently " Yery large 
increa.,e in the vote, but it was assignable almost 
entirely to additional teachers, additions to the 
~al~tries of teacher:::, and a.n :Mlclitional amount for 

' sehool lmildings. There were, for instttnce, 143 
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new teachers required thiH Y'''1r, in addition to the 
Ulfl provided for last year; and tlmt alone must 
n-cconnt for a very large increase in the vote. 
'l'he salaries of the teachers were fixed by the 
regubtions. Xobody had said that the salaries 
\Vere too large, or that there vvere too n1any 
teachers to do the work. Indeed, schools were 
rather under-staffed than •n·er-staffed, and in 
many of them the com]Jbint was that there were 
no~ enough teachers to do the work properly. 
\V1th respect to the increase for school lmildin"s, 
the pre~;ent system was that the inhabitants of a 
district must sub~;cribe one-fifth of the cost of a 
ne\v school. That \YaH a, pretty good indication 
that a school was wanted, and on the fact being 
settled to the satisfaction of the Government 
they contributed the other four-fifths. \Vher­
ever the popuhtion incre''"ed largely it w'ts 
necec;sary that school acconnnoclation should 
a,l~o be incrensed; but that was au indication 
not of extravagance in the admini::;tration of 
the department, but of the increasing prosperity 
>tnd populousness of the different parts of the 
colony. It was merely a sign of that. Those 
two inurea,::-;er:;-for school buildings, w hi eh no one 
could say were extntva.gant of their kind, and for 
the incre[Lr-3erl nuruber of teachers-were indica­
tion,-.; of 1 Jro,.,;perity, not of extra-vagance. Those 
were the only HnLstantia.l increaseR. There were 
other~ of a 1i1iunr character-he \You]d not speak 
u.f the incr~ase in the cha,rge for orphanages as a 
:s1g·n of an 1nurea~e of pro8perity-but tho:-;e 'vere 
the only increase~ worthy of serious attention. 
It b,vl been the custom every year since the 
Education _Act \Yas pa:-;sed, no\v ten years a,go, 
for hon. nternher:-:; to ~av that the increasina 
burden of tnxation for the ptn'P'"es of educatio~ 
woulrl in time become nnbeamble. That w<>s 
\·ery easy to say, but it nnu::t be borne in rnind 
that the cost of education would be none the less 
to thP connnunity-if the education given \Vas 
at-:l good as it was at present. and snrelv no one 
wished it to be woroe~tbe' cost of e~lucation 
would not be leos whether it wao borne by the 
State or by private persons. In either case the 
co"t would be an eqmtl burden upon the 
enmmunity. The only question then W<LS one 
of policY~ whether the cost~ which could 
not berecluced, but which would probably be in­
creased--should be cetst upon individual persons 
~whether it shnuld be left to their option to 
spend money in the education of their children 
or not~whether, in fact. the cost should fall 
npou 1Jnrents, or upon parents and per~nn8 who 
were not 1mrents, alike? Tlutt was a question of 
policy which they bad dicpo,ed of; and those hon. 
1ne1nbers \Vho fa,ncied they could see a general 
desire to l'educo the cost of public ilmtruction 
di:l _not see th>tt they were fighting >tgaimt the 
spmt of the age. The spirit of the age harl 
1~een re:{;gni:-Jed i~ this colony n1any years a,go. 
rxhat ·'ilJll'lt \Va.s being l'CCOgnised, and was 1naking 
itself felt in nearly eve.-y civilised country in the 
wm~·ld. It wa8 continually increasing, and he 
heheved that llefore many years it would 
be rC'cngniRed in Great Brit~tin. Conserva­
tive as that country \Va.~, the principle was 
becmning recognj~ed there that it waH the 
duty of the State t'' undertake the education 
of the peo1Jle, m; it wa,.s alreadv reeoo'nbed 
in nmny Continental countrie:-:, anLf before

0

long, 
he believed, would be in all. Of course if they 
were to discuss the whole question of education 
his hon. colleague 'voulcl not get his eRtinw.tes 
through that night, nor to-rnorrow, nor the next 
night. It wnH no use atten1pting to cliscnt:'3 the 
whole question on a vote of the kind before them· 
but he thonght it was jnst as well to recall hm/ 
members' nttention to the real position of the 
matter~ to the real natme of the increnscs, and 
the circumstances which lmd necessitated thelll. 
0u long as the colony inut·eaHed in pro.sperity, t:Jo 

long would they have increases in the Edncatiun 
Department, As soon as there wns a decrease in 
prosperity, or when population becmnestationary, 
then there would be a reduction in the :Education 
vote; and so long as the increase in exvenditure 
was not disproportionate to the increase of 
population they had nothing to be alarmed 
about, but much upon which they might con­
gratulate themselves. 

}[r. HA}IILTOK said one of the most 
important functions of the Chairman, in order 
that he should possess the respect of the Com­
mittee,was that he shouldactimpartially. He(Mr. 
Hamilton) had risen on two occasions, and other 
members were cttlled before him. He had said 
nothing then, but merely mentioned the fact to 
the Chairman. But when he last got up the 
Chairman actually called him by name, and after 
he had done so the Premier rose, and then he 
was called. That was not according to the rule;; 
of the Committee. 

TheCHAIRl'IIAK said he wished to put himself 
right with the hon. member. He did not see 
him on the former occasions; but on the last, 
when he called a :Minister, he believecl he was 
following the universally recognised principle 
that, when a ::VIinister of the Crown and another 
member stood up together, preference r;hould be 
given to the Minister before a private member. 

:\:[r. HAMILTON said he quite agreed that 
preference should be given to a :\1inister if he 
st•JOd up at the same time as another member; 
but once the Chairman called a mAmber by 
name that member had the right to address the 
Committee. The Chairman called him by his 
name distinctly, and afterwnrds the Premier 
got up, and then he called that hon, member 
by name. He simply wished to make a few 
l'Glllarks regarding what wa8 stn.ted by the 
hon. member for Stanley in connection with the 
racecourse exchange. In the first place he would 
point out that they were to have something 
thoroughly new in regard to elections. They 
had frequently heard of "Bulcocking" the 
electionB, and now it appeared they were going· 
one better, and that the elections were going to 
be " Macfarlaned." \Vhen an election was to 
be "Bulcocked" it was ~enerally a rnatter of 
8nrn1i8e; but when it was "J\Iacfarlaned" it'' a.s 
to be a <Juestion of certainty. The hon. gentle­
man had tlistinctlv stated that the hon. member 
for Stanley~who "probably had come under the 
ban of his displeasure~ was not to sit in 
that House any more. He (:\Ir. Hamilton) 
\Vould Eke to know \vhich hon. me1nbers on 
the Opposition sit le of the Committee the hon. 
me m her intended to allow tu be returned 
during the next election. The hon. member took 
exce] •tion to the remarks of the hon. member for 
Stanley, who stated that the majority of the 
residents around his cli"trict had attttched their 
nanwH to a certain pet.ition in favour of the 
txchange, on the ground that it was i::iigned in n 
public-house. He (Mr. Hamilton) contentled 
that it did not mattm' where a vetition war; 
signed, even if the petitioner~; had to crawl up a 
tree to do it, so long as the signatures \Vere 1Jow2 
.tide and repre:;ented a majority of the resitlents; 
'tnd that had not ]Jeen denied. The only objec­
tion to the exchange referred to was that the school 
committee thought it was better that such an 
exchange should not take place. But it had been 
stated by the hon. member for Stanley tlmt that 
committee did not represent the opinion,; of the 
people; and, with regard to the question 
whether the exchange should take place, 
there wa~ the fact that the Government had 
vrmnif.;ed it, and a.s a Inatter of cour~e they were 
bonncl in honour to fulfil their promise. 
~h. SALKELD ,,;ai<l he wished to put hill!self 

right with reg,ud tu the remarks of the hun. 
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1nernher who had rrutde smne dbparitging obser~ 
vations in reference to hiH hon. colleague and 
hiu1se!f-in fact, he went out of his way in order 
to make them. 

Mr. KELLETT: You started it first. 

:N[r. SALKELD s~tid he did not. He thought 
that when the ;ylinister for :Education gave a 
statement of what took place he should make it 
correetly. The facts were simply the .e: The 
schoolrt.''~erve ·was set apart for ~ch(JO] buildings 
long before it wn.s ever thought of h:ctving a, ruce­
conrse there. The olLl residents in the district 
knew the locrtlity well-knew it in wet wertther 
as well as in dry-and pointed out the place 
when_" the re:-;erve wa;-; at present aH being 
the clriest bnd on the flat. 'fhe reserve was 
granted, surveyed, and partly fenced in. The 
racing cmn1nunity in and about Ipswich had 
had a racecourse granted to them, which tbey 
n1ortgagecl and _ n1ana.god to lose, and they 
applied to the Government for another race­
course at Bundanba; in fact, " public-house 
wrts built not far from the place in the anticipa­
tion that it would be grrtnted. The :Minister for 
Education went to Ipswich, rnet Kouw of the 
racing connnunity there, ~tnd the hon. 111ernber for 
Stanley and otherH wbo took a prominent part in 
racing took hiln (JUt and ~howcd hitn the place ; 
bnt none of the school cmurnittee, with the excep­
tion of one who lived in the neighbourhood. 
were present. The first intiumtion the school 
committee· receivecl on the subject wets that the 
departlnent intended to n1ake an exchange, 
showing the land along the creek as the portion 
they were going to give fur Rchool lHlrpnseR in 
place of the part that was wanted for a mce­
course. The five members of the school cmu­
urittee nnanitnously sent down an objection to 
the exchange, and they received " reply stating 
that one prtrt between the school and the 
creek rtnd another part on the opposite side 
from the creek were intemled to be granted. 
'\V hen they received that infornmtion two of the 
members of the committee waitecl on him and 
his colleague re]>reselJ!.;ing that they rtnd the 
residents of the district were opposed to the 
exchange ; and he and his colleague rnade their 
representation known to the Jl.Iinister for J<;duca­
tion. The next thing he heard was that certain 
racing men of IpKwich went round with a petition 
to the :\1inister for Education, and they said, 
amongst other things, that the :\Iini,;tet for 
Education told them that if they got up " 
]Jetition on the subject it would strengthen 
his hands. The Minister for Education would 
be able to tell the Committee whether thrtt 
was correct or not. He knew of persons who 
were asked to oign the petition, but refused. 
At last it was taken to the public-house near the 
racecmu·.se, and left there for oeveral days for 
everybody who cn1ne along to sign. One pa.rty 
rmnarked to hila that everyon& who :·:igne(l it got 
a" nip," but he did not know whether that was 
true or nut. \Vith regard to the rerna.rkB nutde 
by the hon. member for St>tnley about the school 
committee, he might Fay that they were five 
respectable men who had raised themselves 
to g·ood positions, and if the hon. 1nem ber 
for St>tnley had started life a~'< they had 
he would have been at the bottom of the 
ladder now. One of them was a coal-mine 
proprietor, another the owner of qurtrries, while 
" third was the owner of a sawmill, nnd the 
other two were frtrmers ; rtnd none of them 
deserved the remarks made hv the hon. member 
for Stanley. They were iwt horse-jockeys, 
gToon1s, or stable-boys, and he ~:;upposed that wa::; 
the reason the hon~ member thrmght they were 
nobodies. The committee called a meeting~ of 
the residents, to which he was invited. TheY 
tendered their re,;ignations, but the meetin~· 

approverl of the action they luorl taken 
and were unanirnous in the op1n1on thnt 
they should retain their p>mitions. The hon. 
member for Stanley strttecl th~tt nine-tenths of 
the people were in fa'l:our of the racecourse, 
but Bundanba emLraced a hrge district. They 
might travel ten or twelve n!iles from the school 
and still be in Bundanba. In fact, there wtes a 
school at Upper Bumlanha besides the school in 
r1uestion. The Hchool cmnrnittee were unani­
mou;;ly opposed to the exchange, and he mpposecl 
they represented the wishes of the parents ; if 
so, he did not think it ''as right that the 
)Iinister should act against those wishes. 
If the resident,; in the locality and the 
:-3chool connnittee were willing to rnake the 
exclmnge he had nothing more to say. .l..nother 
of the hon. rne1nber for 8t~tnley':-; correct fnctH 
was that the ground proposed to be given for 
the racecourse wrts lower thrtn the other. Tlmt 
wns untrue. If there was any rising ground in 
the l'Jlace that was the highest of the lot. It 
was as plain a'< A B 0 to anyone who srtw the 
phwe tha,t toward~ the ere-r3k it \Vas lov,Ter ground. 
On the other side from the creek it wa,; not :ts 
dry, and he did not think it was quite as high. 
\Vith reference to the general que:-3tion, a good 
deal had been said about the Education vote 
increasing· year by Y<'llr ; and certainly £3.'5,000 
in one yea,r Hee1ned a very large increa::;e, bnt 
there wrrs no money voted on the Estimates th:1t 
was better spent than the Education vote. He 
believed the deprtrtment was one of the lowest 
paid in the Public Hervicr·, aml he diLl not see 
how the vote could be curtailed, on :tccount 
of the extension of building; and the in­
crease in the nun1ber of teacher:-:>. Though he 
hoped the l'IIinister for Education would econo­
n.ise where pos~ible, he )Vas of opinion tlmt there 
were other ,],~partment~ in which economy was 
far ruore re(PJired. It was necessary that the 
State shouk( in its own protection, educate the 
ri~:iing generation, seeing that nnrnbers nf pareutH 
took no interest wlmteYer in the moral. intellec­
tnal, or mrtt8l'ial welfare of their children. 

:\Ir. KELLETT said the hon. member, in his 
u~ual polite language, referred to a sta.ternent 
nH1do by the Minister for Educ,ttion a; being 
untrue. 

Mr. SALKELD: No; that is incorrect. 

:'\h. KELLETT said no doubt that ""'" the 
polite language utied by the venple \vith whorn 
the hon. gentleman associated, but he would find 
before long tlmt it was not appreciated by hon. 
members. \Vhen the hon. gentleman referred 
to a statement made by the J\Iinister for Educa­
tion a,:; being untrue or incorrect, he nee<l 
hardly draw ttttention to the matter when the 
hon. member said that some of his (l\lr. Kellett's) 
sttttements also were untrue. He also woul<l 
ask the :\Iinister for l,;duc>Ltion whether what he 
had stated W:\s untrue, and the reply would 
show tlmt the hon. lllember for Ipswich, :Y[r. 
S:olkeld, was wrong in what he had said. Then 
the hon. gentlenmn said that the land he (:\Ir. 
Kellett) stated to be inferior wa.s the best ; lmt 
it was well known to be simply a lllelon-hole flat 
where the w:tter l:Ly :ofter evmy shower of min. 
He would a,;k the JYlinister fur Education whether 
that was not true'? The fact was that the hon. 
members for Ipswich had got hold of the wrong 
end of the stick to start with. The racecourse 
had been granted and gazetted some four years 
ago, and to hear the hon. gentlen1en talkiDg one 
mi:;·ht fancy that it wa; only ju;t propo~sed to ],e 
put there. It ''""''not likely that anyone would 
attempt to remove it at any time. The excha~nge 
that was asked for "\Vonld n1ake it rno1·e useful, 
and \vould be better for the school. He would 
:tsk the l'vlinister for Education which land he 
con;iLlered the Letter? 
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The MIKISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said he certainly thought that the upper 
portion of the bnd along the road was the best. 
The other portion was low ; but it had a frontage 
to the creek ctnd was vttluable on account of the 
wetter. 

Mr. SALKEL]) said the hon. member for 
Stanley was <juite wrong in what he had said. 
He di<l not use the word "untrue" in reg-arrl. to 
the Minister's remarks. He said the hrm. 
gentlernan n1ight ha,ve been rnorc correct u,nd 
given the whole of what he had said. He did 
not say that his statements were untrue·, but that 
he did not give the whole of the facts. He had 
seen that land in wet wectther, which was more 
than the hon. :Yfinister for J'ducation had, so 
that that g-entleman could not say where the 
water lay. The ,,chool committee had seen the 
land and had selected it, so that the hon. gentle­
rna.n'::; Htatement waH con1pletely at variance \vith 
the experience of the residents there. It was 
selected because it was the driest on the flat, 
although rt was hard to say which was the hig·hest 
or the lowest ; still, he admitted that the land 
along the road \'lras rnore level. If the racecourse 
were there he could not interfere with it. The 
hon. gentlernan had taken a. wrong view alto~ 
gether. He (Mr. Salkeld) had never interfered with 
the racecour,,e, although he had been threatened 
by a memher of the racing club for the action 
he took in connection with the school committee. 
Tf they liked to set on a lot of bullies to threaten 
him they coulrl ; bnt that would not affect him 
in any way. He should <lo what was necessarv 
to carry out his duties. < 

Mr. 1\IIDGLEY said there seemed to be a 
g-reat danger that the question of that racecouro;e 
would split the Ipswich bunch, at any rate; it 
might even ruin the Government. He had 
nothing to say on the subject. He was not 
one of the Ipswich bunch, and he did not think 
that the Ol>inion of the hon. senior m em her 
for Ipswich or the hon. member for Stanley 
mmld affect his prospects. He rose chiefly to 
express his gratitude, if he might so call it, for 
the speech delivered by the Premier on the matter 
of education in the colony. He considered that 
they had an in,;titution in their micl,;t of which 
any British colony might be inordinately proud­
an educational system which they had battled 
for, and which lmd been established on a firm 
and, he tmstecl, permanent basis, and which 
hon. gentlemen on his side of the Committee 
slwuld think over a great deal, and reflect 
U}Jon a great deal, before they began to 
attack it and bri11g- discredit upon it. It 
was 11ot unlike the criticism they had heard 
npnn the Land Act-a measure which they 
imlividually assisted to pass, and which had 
had no op110rtunity as yet of proving a 
:;ucceRs or not. Bnt here wal':l an institution 
which had been establishe<l and which had 
sncceeded admirably, and yet they were dis­
posed to ta.lk of it in the same wav. 
\Vhether an institution was a success or 
failure, it ,eemed liable to be attacked 
by those who brought it into existence. If 
the vote was htrger this year than last year 
it waH Ho111ething they ought to expect, and they 
ought to Le prepared for it year ::tfter year. Su 
long as they expected to see the population 
of the colony increase, and so long ::LR they 
thought it 'vas a desirable thing that the 
country districts should be taken 'up, settled, 
:m<l cultivated, and their resources de1·eloped, 
so long nmst they expect that the vote for 
e(lncation would increa.se year after yenr. 
People living in towns were only too apt to over­
look the peculiar circlnn;;tancef) of the country in 
which they lived. Tf there wem 11ot a oyotem 
of education such as they had, edueatiuu in rmmy 

of the country districts would be altogether 
and unnPce~sarily neglected. In the srrm!l and 
scttttererl communities there were in the bush, 
it would be impossible for people to maintain an 
educational system of their own, apart from any 
central or nationrtl organised system such as they 
h,.td. They expected, year after year, that the 
demands of many divisional boards would in­
crease; and they should also expect, as the country 
became settled and popcrlation increased, that 
the educational vote would be greater year ttfter 
year. It seemed to be the only rational and 
erp1itable way of educating the yonng people of 
the colony. Education was a national beaefit, and 
it seemed to he extreme folly to ignore the right 
of one individual more than another; and if it 
was a benefit to the colony at large, all people 
ought to contribute, whether husbands and 
fathers or not. They sbared in the benefits of 
the system, and it was the only way in which 
they could get at the bachelors and spinst,rs 
nnd wealthy men who had neither child nor 
chick of their own. They should pay some­
thing- towards training up those who would hdp 
to make the land beautiful and musical. He 
would like to ask the Minister for .Education 
one 'luestion with regard to the vote. There 
was an ttmmmt put down for the Deaf, Dumb, 
and Blind Institution, which was considerably 
increased this ye<tr-a thing he was sure no one 
would regret, except the cttuse that necessitated 
it. \Vas it in contemplation by the Government 
to establish an institution of that kind in 
Queensland? lt might be done in conjunction 
with some other institution, and the money be 
spent in the colony. He supposerl the instructor of 
the blind was the gentleman of whom they had 
heard so much in his favour. The time had come 
when they shonld discontinue making a grant 
to an institution in a neighbouring colony, and 
establioh an institntion of that character in their 
midst. He would like the Minister to tell the 
Committee, if he had the information, what 
number of children, deaf, dumb, or blind, were 
sent from this colony to, or were at present 
inmates of, the institution in X ew South \V ales? 

The J\II~ISTER FOR PUBLIC IXBTHUC­
TIOK said that if the hon member woultl wait 
till they came to that vote he would give him the 
inforrnation. 

Mr. KELLETT said he wished to ttpologise tu 
the hon. member for Ipswich, 1\lr. Balkeld, his 
renson being that he now pitied the hem. member 
as he would pity any man who had a defective 
memory. He httppened to take clown the words 
used by the hon. member, and if he read Ha 1/,lrtnl 
to-morrow he would find that they were com­
pletely true. \Vhen he (:\Ir. Kellett) found a 
man's memory was so defective that he conld not 
remember what he sttid for two minutes he took 
no notice of him, becau,;e he eddently did not 
know what he was talking about. 

Question 1mt and passed 
The ::YIIKISTER l<'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC­

TION moved that there be granted the sum of 
£i5,300 for Inspection and Contingencies. 

Mr. ARCHElt said he was afraid the dis­
cussion on the last vnte waR n1ore about a race­
course than the Estimates. He would call the 
:Ylinister's attention to the fact that while the 
incomes of officers in other departments were 
given in the schedule to the Estimates there was 
no notice whatever taken of those in the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction. He thought it 
would be well in future to include the 
off'cers of that clepartment in the schedule. 
\Vith regal'Cl to the Yote that was now before 
hon. rnen1ben; there was no increa~e in the 
salaries of the inspectors, and he knew that the 
u11wnnt Net down for travelling" expeu~e~ wu:-. 
necess;try ''" the inspectors had to travel long 
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distances. He hoped, however, that next year 
the l\Iinister would have the salaries of those 
officers inserted in the schedule. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said the sahtries that appeared in the 
schedule were the salaries of Civil servants who 
held more than one office. The officers in the 
Department for Public Imtruction had only the 
one office, and all they got appeared on the Esti­
mates. In the case of teachers, the amounts they 
recehed in addition to their classification salary 
were given in the printed list published annually. 

Mr. AHCHER: Those should appear in the 
schedule. 

The COLONIAL TREASUEER said the 
schedule clid not pretend to be a complete list of 
all the officers in the Civil Service. It was simply 
a list of those who held more than one office, or 
received an allowance in addition to the salaries 
voted on the Estimates-in-Chief. 

C\[r. AECHEE said that was what he stated; 
all the teachers got more than was set down in 
the Estimates. 

The COLONIAL TEEASURER: Yes; but 
a special list of those teachers wa·< printed so 
that they would not reC[uire to insert the informa­
tion in the schedule. 

Mr. P ALMER said he wished to call atten­
tion to a complaint made to him in reference to 
the state of the school and teacher's residence at 
Hughenden. Ther~ were nine inspectors in the 
department, >tnd he would like to know the 
reason why that school had not been taken over by 
the department. He had seen himself that the 
school wn,s uninhabitable. The flooring boards 
were not nailed down, the roof leaked, and there 
was a tremendous lot of contractor's lumber about. 
He supposed the school was not taken over by 
the inspector, as he believed it w11s nect"'sary that 
all o<chools should be taken over by an inspector 
before they were occupied. A few weeks ago he 
called for a return, which was laid on the table 
of the House on the 7th Oct•>ber, relative to the 
flooring space allowed to children in th~ State 
schools. That return had not been circulated­
perhaps it had not been printed. The reason he 
moved for it was to discover what w''s the atten­
dance in the State schooh of the colony, and also 
the amount of flooring space availa"ble for each 
pupil. He had read in the report of a com­
mi,sion in America that no less than 2.'5 square 
feet for each child was necessary for the health 
of the children attending the schools, and that 
anything below that was very detrimental. 
Touching upon tlutt point, he had read in a 
report in reference to the schools of New South 
\V ales, that the flooring space there was only 
6~ sf]uare feet to each child ; so that there was 
a great discrepancy in that colony between 
what was necessary for health and the actual 
facts. In the ninth report of the Secretary for 
Public Instruction for Queensiand, at page 47, it 
was stated that many of the sheds and verandahs 
at schools were used as flooring space for teach­
ing the children, and as the paragraph was a 
very short one he might as well read it to the 
Committee. Mr. District Inspector Platt said :-

,,In consequence of the crowded state of some or the 
town schools, the practice of teaellingon verandahs and. 
in play-sht"'is is on the increase. Amongst the evils 
attending it are headaches, nenralgia. cramps, sore eyes, 
tnn, freckles. dust, and discomfort. Habits of inatten­
tion, of partial attention, of disr)rder, a.nd of hlX 
discipline arc generally established by it. Yerandnhs 
and play-sheds arc for shelter and recreation; it is a 
mist·tkc to ngard tlwm as available floor "1pacc for 
teaching." 
That was the reason he called for the return. 
He was surprised that it had not been circuhted 
mnong hon. 1nembers, seeing it had been ln,i(l on 
the table seven days ago. 

Qnestion put and passed, 

The MINIST"ER J<'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TIO:I\ moved that there be granted a snm of £200 
for J)rawing Instructors. 

Mr. LUML:EY HILL said he thought that 
was a quite unnecessary item. He considerecl 
the only duty the State owed to the chil<lren was 
to see them through the elementary stages of 
their education-the three R's for example­
reading-, writing, and arithmetic. In that he 
was borne out by the testimony of one of the 
greatest Liberals in England ttml in the whole 
world-,Tohn Bright-who had expressed his 
opinion very forcibly on the matter. It was not 
at all incnmbent on the State to provide the 
higher grades of education for the masses. 

The PRENIIER : It i,; for teaching the 
teachers. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said it was giving 
edu0ation at the expense of the State. It was 
not incuml1ent on the State to educate teachers. 
Plenty of teachers could be found who had 
received their education from other sources if 
other channels of education were not completely 
shut ont by the State monopolising the whole of 
the education. It was not fair to the taxpayers 
that the State should go beyoml primary eclum­
ti-m. Plenty of men and women, instead of 
being apprenticed to trades and rnade engineers 
or n1echanics, were forcrd into ft sort of genteel 
life; they were brought up as pupil-teachers, and 
then they aspired to get into the Public Service. 
Alotofmoneywasthrownawayineducatingthem, 
and the consef]uence was that the clerical billets 
were overstocked \vith people who \vere vvorso 1 mid 
than bricklayer,, tmdesmen, or anything of that 
kind. It would be much better to ttpprentice 
the yPtmg men of the colony to trades than to 
drag them np as pupil-teachers at the expense of 
the State, and then dissmninatc them throngh 
the community as clerks and that sort of 
thing. It was the superior branches of educa­
tion he objected to, and not th& primary branches. 
He fully admitted that a man who could not 
afford to pay should have his child educated up 
to the three R's, at all events, at the expense of 
the State ; but he did not ,ee the necessity for 
educating pupil-teachers with the idea of drawing 
or music, or any other thing of that sort. 

The 1\IINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said he would point out that the drawing 
instructors were for the teachers. In Brisbane 
there were 131 teachers trtught, in Ipswich 22, 
and in Hockbampton 28. There were only 
3 teachers ; the one in Brisbttne drew £100, the 
one in Ipswich £30, the one in Hockhampton 
£30, and the remainder of the vote was to pay 
another tectcher when necessary. 

Mr. ANNEATI said he thought that was one 
of the best votes on the estimate, and he 
w'" very much surprised at the smallness of 1t. 
He C[Uite agreed with the junior member for 
Cook that boys ought to be apprenticed to a 
trade, but drawing was part of the education 
any boy should have before he was apprenticed. 
They had to educrtte the teachers up to such 
a standard that they would be able to educate 
the scholars. It might be that every boy 
about Brisbane wanted to get into the Public 
Service, but he knew that in 1\Iary borough there 
were fifty or sixty boys apprenticed to a trade 
in one factory-a factory for making doors and 
sashes. \V hen he (:\Ir. AnnetLr) was apprenticed 
tP a tntde, what an advantage it would have 
been to him had he been able to do a bit of 
drafting! Bnt in the \Vest of England, when he 
was a boy, it was not known. It was the best 
education that could be given to a bo_y-to teach 
him a little drawing hef,Jre he was apprenticed 
to a trade, He would very glaclly support the 
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motion, and he thought that, considering the 
very small amount of the vote, no money on the 
Education Estimates could be better expended. 

Mr. BLACK said that to some extent he 
agreed with the hon. gentlmnan, but if the 
benefit of drawing instruction were aH great as 
the hon. gentleman maintained the 'ote was 
alto .(ether insufficient. £200 to educate the 
tead1ers of the colony !-he thought the most 
economical members of the Cominitteo would 
admit that it was ·.1tteriy inadequate to carry 
out the ideas of the hon. member. They were 
told that certain teachers in Brisbane, Rock­
hainpton, and lps\vich were receiving instruc­
tion in drawing to the extent of £:WO a 
year. That "as entirely inadequate. He 
woul<l like to ask the iYlini'· ter for J"duccc~ion 
how the musical portion of the instruction was 
carriccl on; he did not see any yote for it. 
However much musical instruction, properly 
imparted, might be a source of enjoyment to the 
people of the colony, inadequate instruction in 
mu,;ic was rather the reverse. In the report. of 
the Education Departn1ent waf:l a page of 1nn8ic 
which was supposed to be put as an examination 
paper, before ecmdidates were qualified for 
admission as pupil-teachers even. 

The PREMIER : It is vocal music. 
Mr. BLACK : How are they to get the 

necessary imstruction ? 

The MI::\'ISTJm FOH PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TIOX: It is tm1ght in the school by the 
teachers. 

Mr. BLACK : How do the tmwhers learn? 
The J'I:IINISTER FOH PUBLIC 1::\'STRUC­

TIOK: It is taught as part of the school 
curriculum. 

l\Ir. BIJACK said he was very glad to see that 
there was no vote on the Estimates for music, 
and he was perfectly certain that the teachers 
did not as a rule teach music in the school. That 
subject was entirely beyond their province. If, 
however, it required £200 a year to educate a 
pupil-teacher in drawing, surely it would require 
something to eclucate one in music. Or was it 
that children were supposed to be born with a 
talent for nnu:dc, and required no n1usical educa­
tion? If hon. members would read the subjects 
in which pupil-teachers had to pass they would 
find the following in page 82 of the Education 
Report:-

" ::\fake a diagram to repl'csent a diatoni~ scale (lWtjor 
mode). Jjct the lowest line represent the note Do, an·l 
write the sol-fn names of the notes 1·epresentcd by the 
other lineR. Indicate the tonic, dominant, ft1l(l sub­
dominant Bracket each of the tetrachords." 

Did any hon. member know what that meant? 
. The PitEMIER: That only proves their 
rgnora,nce. 

l\Ir. BLACK said that what he had quoted 
was not pri1muy education. He would like to 
know if the Premier himself could answer those 
questions? 

The PRE:YIIER said he could not. 

Mr. BLACK said the Premier was none the 
·worse for not being able to answer then1, aud 
there was not a man in the community who 
could reflect on his intelligence. 

The FREMIER : It is a matter of ignorance, 
not of intelligence. 

Mr. BLACK said they profes~ed to teach the 
rising generation only elernentary branches of 
~clucation, but here they were launching out 
mto branches which they knew were uttel'lv 
useless. They were thus departing from the 
principles on which the education 'system was 
first of all established, · 

Mr. ALAND said the hon. member for Mac­
kay knew as well as anyone why there was no 
"rnusic vote," because he w3,s one of the hon. 
members who succesofully blocked it two or three 
sessions ago. He (Mr. Aland) much regretted that 
the l\Iinister for Education had not seen his way to 
put that vote on the Estimates again. Mnsic 
was one of the best things they could teach in the 
schools. He knew of nothing that tenrled to 
rnake a hon1e uwre happy than having in it a, lot 
of singing children. The fact was that all 
children when taught young could sing, a,ntl 
everybody was better by being able to sing-. 

The PIU~:YJ:IER said it was nearl:<' ten ye,trs 
since he was first Minister for Educcttion. Since 
then whenever he had an opportunity of visiting· 
a State school he did so, and he always found that 
he could tell approximately what the general tone 
of a, Achool waR by hearing the children sing. 
Although he wa . .;; no Hiuger hin1self he al way:;.; 
made it a point to hear the chilrlren sing, anrl 
when they sang well together and in harmony 
he could tell that the school had a good tone. 
rrhat was hi.;.; own personal experience. 

Question put "nd passed. 

'l'he l'IIL'HSTER FOR PUBLIC I~STRUC­
TIOX moved that £115,\JOO be voted for Schools 
-Balaries and c,nrtingencie8. He had already 
referred to the increase in that vote. lf 
there were any items hon. memlJers de,ired 
further explanation about he would be glad to 
give thern. 

Question put and passed. 

The 1\riNISTEll FOH PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION moved that £37,0i55 be voted for Build­
ings and Supervision. 

Mr. ARCHER said that it had been stated by 
the Premier, as well as the N[inisterfor Ednctttion, 
when their attention was called to the increa'e 
in the Eclumttion vote, that a good part of it 
arose in connection with buildings. A great 
many hun. members were quite prepared to 
vote all that was necessary for keeping the 
educational system of the colony up to its present 
standard, but he might say-although the vote 
was pas,ed-that he did not agree with a great 
deal that had fallen from the hon. member 
for l\Iackay. He considered that drawing was 
an admirable thing for the young people to be 
taught. There wtLs, however, a, vvay of carrying 
ont the Act with more economy, which he would 
suggest. He would ask the :\Iinister for Education 
whether he invariably saw that the people of 
a district which had its schools enlarged or 
repaired contributed a fifth of the cost, as they 
had to do in the case of a new school being 
erected. He knew the Premier did not agree 
with him on that point, but it was one worthy of 
D.ttention from those hon. members who wished 
to sec at least some sort of econowy introduced 
into the Education Department. According to the 
Act the people had to contribute one-fifth tmHtrds 
the cost of anew building,andit was perfectly justi­
fiable that they should likewise contribute one­
fifth towards the cost of repairs and extensions. 
\Vhy should the people of a district be able to 
say, "\Ye cannot get a new school without con­
trilmting, but we can get a new wing to it without 
subscribing anything"'? He would ask if tbe 
very great increase in the vote did not ariBe 
from the fact that repairs and additiono to schools 
were !'arried out without calling on the people 
interested to contribute any part of the money., 

The MIXISTEH FOR Pl;BLIC I:i'\S'I'RC'C· 
TIOX said the custom under the regula­
tions was to get subscriptions from the people 
of a district, tmwunting to one-fifth, toward,; 
the erection of new schools in their district ; 
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whilst additions and repairs were paid for by 
the department, without calling for any local 
subscriptions. 

Mr. AHCHER said the regulations were 
certainly made under a clause of the Act, but 
they were, after all, made by the Governor in 
Council, and could lJe altered on the recom­
mendtttion of the Secretary for Public InRtruc­
tion Here, then, was an opportunity for 
checking the exceedingly rn,pid growth of the 
J<>Jncation vote, and hon. members who were 
anxious for econmny no\v had a chance 
of oiYino· a strong expression nf opinion that 
son~ethil~g should be contributed locally by those 
who wanted additions nr repairs to their schools. 
Tlmt would considembly reduce the estimate~ of 
the department, and would reduce them by a 
much more substantial sum than if the items for 
drawiniT and music were knocked off. That the 
people bshould in all ca,es subscribe one-fifth 
was a matter which he considered ought to be 
insisted upon. They had, of course, come to ~he 
determination that the State shonld prnv1de 
teaching for the community as a whole ; but they 
had not come to the decision that education 
should be entirely free. They had decided 
that those who wanted schools should con­
tribute one-fifth of the cmt; and in what way, 
and on what principle, building a wing to 
a school could be separated from building 
the school itself he did not know. ~What rlid 
the present system lead to ? _In ~he first !Jlace, 
it led to this : People, in a chstnct, snbscnbed 
£100 · ~400 was added to that, and a school 
was 'put up to contain 200 or 300 childt·en 
at a cost of £!500. The conse<1ucnce was that 
miseritble rubbishy buildings were pnt up, ?hiefly 
built of pine, which in a yc;w or so were nddlecl 
with white ants. That ;;ystem, he was happy to 
say, was a thing of the past. He had imtituted 
a new system when in office, and he knew that 
when he left the department schools were put up 
of the very hest material and in the best possible 
waY· so that the inh>1bitants of "district could 
not' (;et a Rchool to accmnnwdate a large nun1 ber 
of c'hildren without contributing a snm which 
woulcl put up a good building. A' things were 
at present, people said, "\Ve cannot. ha:ve a very 
bi" school because the department ms1sts upon 
"O';,d l•uildin"S being put up; so we will build " 
~mall school 'to contain say iiO children, then we 
will put 100 children into it, and the Uovermnent 
will be ohli"'e<l to make an addition." The 
Secretary fo~~Puhlic Instruction had told them 
that only a few weeks ag<~ a school . ~ad been 
opened, and already it reqmred a!l_acllhtwn to be 
made to it. The cost of that add1twn came upon 
the Government. Kow, he had pointed out a 
legitimate way of trying to reduce those esti­
mates. He could not as,;ist the hon. member 
for Cook in reducing the estimates in the way 
he proposed, but he would assist him in reducing 
them in the way he (:'I'Ir. Archer) sug(iested. 
He would like to hear an expresswn of 
opinion from the Committee, as to wheth~r 
the regulations should not be am~nded m 
the way in which he had sugge8ted-ln suc~1 a 
way that people would be c~m1pelled to_s~bscnbe 
one-fifth nf the money reqmred fur adrhtwns and 
repairs to school buildings. That system, once 
initiated would "'we hundreds of pounds to the 
State "r{d make the parents of children feel that 
they had some duties to perform, and that the 
Sta.te \\'as not going to take everyt.hing out of 
their hands. He hoped the Cornrmttee would 
see that that was a legitimate manner in which 
to s<we, perhaps a few thousand pounds a year 
to the State. 

The PREMIER said the hlm. member had 
not moved anv reduction in the vote, and he did 
not know whether he intended to do so. That 

C[Uestion had been raised a great many times in 
the House and debated thoroughly every year. 
He h>td frequently spoken upon it ; hut in order 
to refresh the minds of hon. members he would 
say briefly what he had said m~ .many former 
ocr,asions. The object of reqmrmg that one­
fifth of the cost of a school should be contributed 
by the inhabitants of a diotrict before the school 
was established wfts not so much to compel the 
parents of the childrer: '':h ays to P:'Y _one-fifth 
of the cost of the bmldmb· as to ms1st upon 
the IJona tidn of the demand for a new school, 
and to "show tlmt the people were willing· 
to pay a fair share of the original cost of 
establishment. \Vhen the school was erected 
the l>uilding belonged to the State, and the 
principle that w~s first int1:nd~ced w)ten the Act 
came into operatwn-thc prmc1plewh!Ch had been 
pre.-iousl:v ftdopted by~heBoardof E~ncation, and 
the principle adopt_ecl m all. commu!nt1es wl~ere a 
system of free puhhceduc>1tJon was m operatwn_­
was that it \vas the duty of the State to keep 1ts 
own property in repair. Suppose there was a 
necessity for repairing or painting a school, and 
the Government were to wait until the inhabi­
tants subscribed one-fifth of the cost. \Vhy, 
the propMition W3~, preposterous ! The . r:sult 
would be that in a poor season or d1fficult 
tin1es, 'vhile the people were going about to 
collect the money, the plac" would ha Ye gone so 
much to ruin that the repairs would be useless, 
or would cost fi.\~e or six tin1es a,s nnwh as 
if theY had been done at once. As far as 
repair~ were concerned, ther~f(n:e 

1 
it 'v~s .CI'-:ite 

impossible to cMry out tJ.w prmclp>e of ms1stmg 
upon one-fifth L>eing subscnl_,e_c! ; bnt when they 
carne to the fiUP:~tion of a.dd1tlons perhaps smne 
arguments might be used in favour of the hon. 
member's propo,al. He spoke now because he 
had had very long experience in the clepart­
nlent, having been in charge of it for rnore than 
four years-both before. and afte_r the_ system 
was initiated which reqmred the mha b1tants to 
subscribe a share of the cost of additions. Sup1?ose 
a school to contain insufficient accmnlnodati?n, 
the children's henlth suffered and the educatwn 
wns diminished in efficiency thereby. A request 
wu:-~ nutde to enlarge a, school, and the ans\ver of 
the depart1nent waH~" Ko; ym~,n1~1~t sn?scrib_e 
one-fifth of the necessary cost. rhe mhabl­
tants might not be able to do that, >1ncl perhaps 
the thing would hang on f()r yPt.~x ~fter· ye-n,r, ?r 
at all events for a considerable tnne-s1ty s1x 
months. During that time the children's health 
continue<! to suffer their edncation contmued to be 
inefficient, n,nd wh~tt was gained? Perhaps in the 
course of time £ii0 wA,s subscribed, but he Yenturecl 
to say that durhw the time it took to collect 
that £00, £250 wo~th of henlth and efficiency 
would be lost to the school. That would be 
the result. The hon. member said that in the 
first instance, in rrutny cases, the inhabitantH 
subscribed just suiticient money to get the 
sncallest 1 •ossible school erected, and that tl;ey 
dirl th>1t with the deliberate purpose of gettmg 
the school enlarged at the cost of the _Govern­
ment aftenrards. That "as not bm expe­
rience. During the time he \Yas at the head 
of the Education Department that was not 
so. In every c.-t~e the school '':a::; ori~·in:tlly 
erected for the number of purnls estnnaterl 
by the officers of the department fts likely 
to attend. If after that, as frequently occurred, 
the population of the district increased, and 
there was a demand thttt the school should 
be enlarged, the State uudertool, the duty. Tl_oe 
Dunn .tides of the people hanng been p_roved m 
the first instance, the State undertook 1tself all 
fnrther cost. That was the_ principle tlmt '':as 
intended to be O]Jerated upon m1875, when l'arha­
ment passed the Education Act. It was the prin­
ciple introdnced by the first regulations, It was 
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carri.ed out for three years, and afterwards dis­
contmned, unci they had now reverted to the 
previous system. He believed the change, if 
effe?ted, would represent an extremely meagre 
savmg to the department, perhaps £1,000 a year 
or perhaps £1,500, but it would also represent a 
large diminution in the efficiency of the t~aching 
and the children's health. 

Mr. LUl\ILJ~Y HILL said the hon. member 
for Blackall sugg-ested that he should move a 
reduction in the '"monnt. He quite >tgreed with 
what the hon. membet· had s>ticl. He quite 
believed that, if the State bore four-fifths of the 
whole cost of the school, the 1east the people 
could do, if they got their children educated for 
nothing, was to keep the building in repair. 
As to the additions which had been referred to 
by that hon. member, the Minister for J;;ducation 
had pointed out in the most ingeniow< manner how 
pwple could get a good big school put up pretty 
cheaply if they built the smallest possilJle school 
which would be allowecl by the Government-a 
school which woulc1 cost about, say £200, and 
which would eventually become the wing of 
the building, and then they would go in next 
year, and, at the cost of the Government, get 
what they called an addition put up, which 
would really constitute the main building. 

The PRE;yiiEll : They do not do so. 
1\Ir. LUMLEY HILL said it seemed it was 

quite open to an ingeniou.s school board to do so 
if they liked. The question with him was one of 
principle. He did not wish to t:Lke up the time 
of the Committee unnecessarily, or to obstruct 
the l~stimates in any way. His object was to 
elicit an expression of opinion fron1 hon. nien1-
bers as to how far they were prepared to go in 
the matter of State education--to what extent 
the country was prepared to burden itself without 
allowing the pa.rents and guardians of children 
to have a share in the lmrden. It wonld be well 
also if the outside public would look at the 
matter in its proper light ; and if the estimate 
went through without any discussion they would 
never become alive to the necessity which he saw 
of some alteration being made in the future. 
The Education vote would overwhelm the colony 
some day. · 

Mr. ISAMBERT said he entirely agreed with 
the Premier on that point, for it was a work 
connected with primary education. If the 
inhabitants harl to contribute every time an 
addition w»s wanted to a public school the 
country would be in a chronic state of contribu­
tions. He did not share in the alarm that had 
been expressed by the hon. members for Port 
Curtis and Cook.' It had been shown by the 
Premier that those increases would only cease 
when there wns no longer any increase in the 
population. Any increases of that kind ought 
to be looked upon with satisfaction as far as the 
colony was concerned. It should nlso be remem­
bered that there was no department in the 
Public Service so economically managed as the 
Eductttion Department. 'l'he teachers compured 
very favourably in acquirements with any mem­
bers of the Civil Service, and they received the 
lowest pay for the arduous duties they had to 
perform. Another point wr>s that every penny 
spent on education was spent in the col:my. if 
the Education vote was twice as heavy it would 
not weig-h heavily on the country, because the 
money did not leave the colony. 

Mr. FI~RGUSO:"J said that if the Government 
were to take the building of schools entirely into 
their own hanrls they would save a great deal of 
money. \Vhen people had to contribute one­
fifth the cost of a school tlwy would naturally 
want the building erectPd in the cheapest manner 
anrl of the lowest class. If the building of 

schools wr>s left entirely to the department 
they would erect them of such a size fl.S 

to be ahead of the time, sufficient to meet 
the requirement:; caused by increase of popu­
lation for tbe next ten yer>rs. No expendi­
ture would be required for additions; the 
first cost was all that would he required. The 
grecct fault of all the public buildings in the 
colony was that they had been erecter] for the 
day, and now they were all being pulled down 
ancl rebuilt on a larger scale. Had those who 
originally built them looked only a few years 
ahead hundreds of thousands of ponncls would 
have been "aved to the country. If a single six­
pence was not required from the people for the 
erection of schools the State would save a lot of 
money. 

Mr. BLACK said he agreed with the theory 
of the Premier, but he would show the Com­
mittee what the practice of the department was 
wben any additions to school buildings became 
necessary He would refer to the school at Mac­
lmy, which was not a small school put up to try 
afterwards to compel the Government to er·ect t1 

very rnuch larger one. Ou page 18 of the report 
it was shown that the anuun,l enrolment of the 
JYiackav .-chool wa,, 408 boys and 3li4 girls, or a 
total of 772 children. \Vhen a school containing so 
large a number of children required cccldilional 
accommodation, the district wns certainly en­
titled to have it. But when application was 
made for additional accommodation the people 
were told that until they subscribed one-fifth of 
the money necc'""'Y for that additional accommo­
dation they coulcl not get it. 

'fhe PRJ~J\liEH: That was under the late 
Govern1nent. 

Mr. BLACK : It was immaterial to him what 
Governn1eut it was. 

The PREMIER : Since that the regulation 
has been altered. 

Mr. BLACK said then he hoped the hon. 
gentleman woald carry out his theory and not 
enforce the pnyment of the guarantee he had 
got from the people there. 

The PREMIER: Have they paid up? 
Mr. BLACK: No; we have not. 
The PREMIER : You ought to be ashamed 

of yourself ! 
1\Ir. BLACK said he wanted to point out the 

difference between the theory and the practice. 
The PltKviiER : It is a different system. 
:Mr. BLACK said it became necessarv to erect 

additional buildings, the school bei"ng over­
crowded, and the health of the children suffer­
ing in consequence ; but before the additional 
accommodation was gmntecl the people had to 
subscribe £?J00 in cash, and give a guarantee, 
which the Government held, for £250 more. Of 
course they could hardly expect the Treasurer 
to send back the £i500, which, according to the 
theory of the Premier, was undoubtedly obtained 
under false pretences; but he would impress 
upon the Minister for :B;ducation the justice of 
not enforcing the guarantee for the £250. 

Mr. MACFARLANJ;; said he believed that 
both the theory aud practice, as stated by the 
Premier, were perfectly right. The hon. member 
for 1\hckay had been speaking of the past, ;md 
he (Mr. Macfarlane) might say that the sttme 
state of affairs existed with regard to Ipswich 
some two years ago. They then had to pay 
for all improvements, but during the last twelve 
months all additions and improvements that had 
been made had been paid for by the Govern­
ment. 

Mr. BLACK : This case was within the last 
twelve months, 
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Mr. MACF ARLANE said he knew it was 
understood, after the discussion last year, that 
in future all improvements ;;hould be paid for 
by the Government; and he thought that wao 
only fair. If the people of a district were wil­
ling to build a new school and subscribed one­
fifth of the amount that was necessary, and after 
a short time they found that the building was 
too sn1all, in order to get further Rnbscriptions 
they must go back to the very men who had ;;ub­
scribed towards it only twelve months before, 
and ask them to subscribe again. He thought it 
was only fair in such cases tlmt the State .should 
pay for additions and improvements. He di<l 
not think that any district would be liltely to build 
a small school merely for the purpose of getting 
money from the Government afterwards. He 
therefore belie,·ed it would be better that the 
State should pay for all improvements. 

Mr. l'\OltTON sai<l the effect of the hon. 
gentlernan ',::. argu1nent \V::ts thi~ : If a district 
wes poor the residents in that district would be 
cctlled upon to ]Jay one-fifth of the smn required to 
put up a small "chool, and if the district became 
n1ore p(JpulouR-and the Pre1nier regarded popula­
tion as a sign of pco;.:;perity-ifit l>ec~Mne n1ore popu­
lous, according- to that theory, it would not be 
called upon to contribute auything whcctever 
towards the additional school accommodation 
required. He was not aware until that night 
that the Government hnd any intention of vay­
ing the whole cost of additions to schools. They 
had had some discussion on the matter last 
session, and it wccs then understood tlutt all 
repairs were to be done by the Government, bnt, 
for his own part, he had never uuderstootl 
until now that additions as well as re­
pairs to schnols were to be carried out entirely 
at the cost of the Government. He began 
to agree with the remarks of the hon. member 
for Rockhampton, that it would he much better 
for the Government to undertake the whole 
cost of those buildings from the first; then they 
would know what they were doing. The hon. 
the Premier, a short time ago, had argued, not 
only that an increased expenditure in connection 
with schools was a sign of additional prosperity, 
but he went so far as to say, and said truly, that, 
whether the money which was voted under 
the Public Schools Act was paid by the State or 
by the people themselves, still it would hn\'8 
to be expended, and in every case the expendi­
ture would come from the taxpayers themsel v~s. 
No doubt that was true, and if it was to be ac­
cepted as a good argument for spending public 
money to the extent they now did it was an 
equally good argument for spending a greccter 
sum of money in additional buildings and taking 
the whole of the cost off the residents in the district. 
That was a very good principle up to a certain 
point, but the objection was this : that if that 
was done, men who were in the position of being 
able to pay the cost of the education of their 
children, and who would not feel the outlay, 
would derive the full benefit of the public ex­
penditure, and for this reason : that rich men, 
or men who or were moderately well off, would 
insist upon their children remaining at school 
the whole time they were intended to be eclu­
cated, and therefore they would derive the fullest 
benefit which could be derived from the public 
expenditure; but men, such as farmers on the 
Darling Downs, as had been pointed out by the 
hon. member, lYfr. Aland, were obliged fre­
quently, especially during harvest time, to take 
their children awav from school in order to 
assist in working· their farms. That was 
how the hon. member tried to account for 
the smallness of the attendance of children 
in comparison with the number on the roll. 
If thA system was carried out, as suggested by 
the Premier, then the men who could least afford 
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to pay for the education of their children would 
derive only half the amount of benefit from the 
money voted that would be derived by others 
who could well afford to pay. That was one 
of the greatest evils of the system, and one of the 
greatest objection• that could be raised against 
carrying it into effect. \Vith regard to the 
claims for school buildings, he certainly did 
think that if people were to be encouraged to 
put up sm~tll schools in order that additions 
might be made afterwards at the expense of the 
Government, they ought to builcl the whole 
of the schools at the cost of the State, so that 
the expense;; wonld fall upon the taxpayers 
generally. 

Question put and pass0d. 
The MI!\IST!,;R FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­

TION moved that £12,650 be granted for 
Provisional Schools. 

Question put ami passed. 

The MIKISTER J<'Oll PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TI0:;\1. moved that £3,302 be granted for Grammar 
Schools. 

QuPJtion put and passed. 
The MIXISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­

TIOX moved that £600 be granted for the Bris­
bane School of Arts. The vote was in aid of 
technical education. 

}Ir. l'\ORTOK asked whether any conditions 
were attached to the expenditure? 

The :\IINISTEU FOU PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: No. 

.iYir. NOHTOK said thQ!'e ought to be, because, 
however gotlfl the intentions of the committee of 
the school of arts might be, the money might be 
spent on objects to which it was not intended to 
be devoted unless the conditions were attachetl; 
and the vote instead of being a popnlar one would 
soon hecmne rnost unpopular. 

The MI:\'ISTER .FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said there wa;; a report sent in every 
year by the committee of the school of arts, 
containing a staternent showing how the 1noney 
was spent, what lectures were given, and 
how many people attended. Classes were held 
for teaching freehand drawing, 111echanical draw­
ing, chemistry, mathematics, "horthand, Latin, 
French, German, geology, book-keeping, arith­
metic, writing, carpentel'ing, and English 
grammar. The attendance during last year 
was 100 for the first quarter, 97 for the 
second, 120 for the third, and 131 for the 
fourth ; and the actual number enrolled was 
242, an increase of 21 per cent. on the previous 
year. The ages of the pupils were generally 
within the limits of 15 and 25 years, and the 
greater number were apprentices, clerks, shop­
men, and office-boys. I'rizes varying from £1 
to £:3 in value were offered by the committee for 
proficiency in the various subjects. 

Mr. BLACK said that when the vote was 
first placed on the Estim:ttes three years age it 
was not considered that it would he an annual 
yote, but that if the money were given the insti­
tution wonld be self-supporting in a year or two. 
'l'hc Committee apprehended at the time, how­
ever, that if it once got on the Estimates it 
would be a difficult matter to get it off 
again. He was not prepared to ea vil at the 
vote, because the instruction given was likely to 
be of considerable benefit, but he was not certain 
that it would not be more candid to put the 
amount down a' a vote to the Brisbane School of 
Arts, for that was what it was in reality. If they 
thought that the institution was getting an undue 
ad vanbge over other schools of art the Com­
mittee could either reduce the amount or increase 
the endowments of other schools of art. There 
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was no doubt that the vote was on the Estimates 
under false pretences, because it was really an 
increased endowment to the Brisbane School of 
Arts. 

Mr. NOR TON said he believed the education 
given under the system carried on was a very 
good one, and on that ground he should not 
oppose the vote ; >)t the same time, if it could be 
shown in other large towns that technical educa­
tion could be carried out, those towns were 
equally entitled to a grant for that purpose. 

The PREMIER said the committee of the 
school of arts always made a full report to the 
Governrnent-a very interesting report it was­
on the work they were doing. If that showed 
they were not doing good work the Government 
would not be disposed to ask for a continuance 
of the grant. As to other towns, if the com­
mittees of the schools of arts showed that they 
were prepared to do equally good service the Gov­
ernment would willingly propose that assistance 
should be given to them also. As a matter of fact 
the receipts of the institution in question were 
£400 from other sources, and £GOO from the 
Government. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER J<'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION moved that £16,03G be granted for 
Orphanages. 'l'here was an increase of nearly 
£3,000 on last year's estimates. 'rhe sum of £400 
was required to complete the contract for the 
new building at Townsville. The original 
estimate was £5,000, but the contract price was 
£.'5,400. Besides that a sum of £1,000 was 
required for fencing and furniture. Additions 
and repairs to State orphan8.ge buildings would 
require £1,000. Repairs were wanted at the 
State Orphanage, Rockhampton. 

Mr. ARCHER pointed out that there was an 
increase in the sabry of the inspector. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said there had been a change; £300 
had been voted, and £66 was paid out of the 
Supplementary Estimates for 1884-5 for eight 
months. 

Mr. ARCHER said he would like to hear how 
the inspector was doing his work. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said the inspector had visited all 
the orphanages. He had been at Towns­
ville, Mackay, and Rockhampton, and had 
inspected the Diamantina, Nudgee, and St. 
Vincent's Orphanages, which were worked very 
well indeed. His report was in the Education 
Report ; but it was not until after that report 
came out that he visited the N 01·thern 
orphanages. He spoke of all of them very 
favourably indeed as to the way in which they 
were kept, and was very well satisfied with 
them. 

Mr. NORTON said that the inspector had 
been paid £300, and had received £()6 for eight 
months in the Supplementary Estimates. ]'or 
eight months he had been paid at the rate of £400 
a year. 

The PREMIER said the change had been 
made after the Estimates went through. 

Mr. NORTON said in the next item there 
was a reduction of £40 for two clerks ; £260 was 
very little for two clerks. 

The MINISTER FOR PuBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said there had been two clerks, one 
receiving £200, and the other £100 ; but the 
latter had been removed, and the one who had 
taken his place received only £60. 

Question put and passed, 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION moved that £630 be granted for the Deaf, 
Dumb, and Blind Institution. An increase 
had been demanded by the institution in 
Sydney. J<'ormerly they used to pay £14 per 
annum for each person, and £6 additional 
after the first year for clothing. Now £30 was 
demanded, and £6 for clothing, so that each 
inmate cost £3G after the first year. He found 
that in New Zealand each patient cost the insti­
tution £40. 

Mr. NORTON said he thought the Sydney 
people were justified in charging that amount. 
If they depended upon them to take charge of 
their deaf, dumb, and blind, the least they could 
do was to pay the full cost. It was not fair for 
Queensland to expect New South \V ales to 
maintain those unfortunate people at a less cost 
than they paid for their own patients. If the 
New South \Vales Government liked to demand 
it, this colony might be very fairly expected to 
make up the loss that had been sustained. He 
was sorry the <'tn1ount \Vas so large, because it 
see1ned to indicate that there was an increasing 
number of unfortunate people who were forced 
to take ad vantage of that institution. He would 
like to know what number of Queensland patients 
there were now in New South vV ales? 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said he had a report drawn up which 
showed that thirty patients had been sent to 
Sydney since they had been in the habit of 
sending them there, and there were now on the 
books down there only fourteen-the rest having 
been discharged for one reason or another. 
The parents of some of them had engaged to pay 
for their keep. 

Mr. P ALMER said that in the vote there was 
an item of £80 for a blind instructor. \Vas that 
for his own benefit, or for the benefit of the blind 
throughout the colony? He saw by the second 
annual report of the Mission for the Blind in 
Queensland that there were 200 blind persons in 
the colony, and if that vote represented the 
relief granted to those persons it amounted to only 
Ss. each, and it would be very necessary to 
teach them some means of earning a livelihood. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said that amount went to the blind 
instructor. He had a conversation with him 
a fortnight or three weeks ago, and he said 
that he was at the present time travelling about 
the colony giving instruction to all the blind 
people with whom he came in contact. He had 
received a railway pass at Rockhampton, and 
was guing westward along the line. That sum 
of £80 was paid to the blind instructor, and 
there wa~ also a private fund for the same object 
raised by subscription. 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­

TION moved that there be granted the sum 
of £2,798 for the Museum, and said he 
wished to draw attention to an error in that 
estimate. The Assistant Curator was to have 
received £200, but by a mistake only £150 was . 
put down on the estimate. The balance 
of £ii0 would be placed on the Supplementary 
Estimates. 

Mr. NORTON said he understood that the 
Assistant Cnrator would get £200. 

The MINISTER J<'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: Yes. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA­

SURER, the CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again to­
morrow, 



Friendly Societies, Etc., Bill. [15 OcTOBER.] 

ADJOUHNMENT. 
The PHEMIEH, in moving that the House 

do now adjourn, said that, after the formal busi­
nes-., to~mornnv, it was lJroposed to tnke the 
second reading of the Pacific Island Labourers 
Act Amendment Bill, and then to proceed with 
Supply. 

The House adjourned at twenty-three minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 
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