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Licensing Bill. [1 OcToBER.] Formal Motions. 897 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tli w·sdru;, 1 October, 188i>. 

Q.lestion.~Poruml -:\Iotions.-:Jlotion for Adjourmnent. 
-}'m·mal :J[otiou.----PrienLlly t:;ocieties ..:\.('t of 18/t:i 
Atnenllmcnt Bill-second rca,ding.-Probate Act of 
lY ;7 AuH~tHlmcnt B1ll~~econd rcading.-I.Jicensing 
Bill--re,.mnption of eonunittec. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
::\Ir. :FERC+FSOX asked the Minister for 

\Vorks··-
1. ""het her it i.-: hi.:; inteuti(m to fullil the promi,:;;e 

m;tde to the Hou.:;e last session-namely, to submit the 
plan~ of tlw1w\v ltcfreshment Rooms to the House before 
1i11Hlly <~alling for tenders:.-

2. n·-m such pLms be submitted for the approval of 
the Ilon . .;c this session~ 

The :VIIKISTER :FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Mtles) l'eplied

L Ye!<. 
2. Pbms will be suhmittcd to the House during this 

se:-;sion if practicable, 

IcORJ\IAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed to :
By ::\Ir. BEATTIE-
Timt there be !aiel on the tnble of the House the log--

1)'10k and all papers and reports in connection with the 
\vrcck of the schooner ·' :Jiavis." 

By Mr. FOOTE-
'l'hat lea Ye be given to introduce a Rill to enable the 

trnstces for the time hcing of the will of Ann Eliza 
Noble, deeea~cd, to sell and di~pose of cert'.Lin t.rnst pro
perty comprb;cd therein. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the Bill, and moved 
that it be read a first time. 

question put nnd pn,ssed. 
By Mr. PAL~TER-
'fhat there be laid npon the table of the House, a 

Return showing t.he available spaee of flooring in square 
feet in each State school in the colony; also t.he average 
daily attendancv of seholars at sueh State school, 
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By the HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH-
That there be laid upon the table of the House. nll 

correspondence, telegraphic and otherwi~c. in posse8sion 
of the Government refening to the eha.nges made in the 
original design of the ya,cht "' ],neintla." 

MOTION J<'OR ADJOTJRNMENT. 
Mr. P AL'YIER s>tid : Mr. Speaker,~-! feel it 

a duty which I owe to the constituency I repre
sent to call attention to a question and reply 
which I received from the :Yiinister for Mint•s 
during last se,sion, and in order to do so I will 
close with the usual motion. The question I 
refer to appears in the "Votes and Procee<lings'' 
for the 30th September last year, at page lllof the 
first volume. From that it will be seen tho,t the 
Minister for Mines informed me, in reply to a 
question, that Mr. Jack, the Government Geolo
gist, would be instructed to make a geologi(•nl 
survey of the Cloncurry and :Etheridge Gold 
Fields as soon as he had finished the survey of 
the RaYenswood Gold }field, upon which work 
he was then employed. I see by the report 
of the Department of ::\'lines that that survey 
was finished before the close of the year, 
and since then I also notice that Mr. Jack had 
completed a survey of :Mount ::VIorgan before the 
end of the year, and had a.!Bo made a re, port n pon 
J\1ount Leyshon, near Chartem Towers. Bnt 
from that day to this the promise made to me 
by the J\1inister for Mines has not been fulfilled. 
I am quite certain the fault doeg not lie with 
Mr. Jack, because I am quite sure that a gentle
man so enthusiastic as he is in the science would 
be only too glad to visit such an extensive field 
a~ the Etheridge. I am also certain that a report 
upon it would be of very great interest, not only 
to the people of this colony, but also to a 
number of people in Victoria, who have sent 
a great deal of capital up to that field 
lately. I have w"ited patiently for twelve 
months and left the matter in the hands 
of the J\'Iinister for Mines; but I have come to 
the conclusion that promises made by Ministers 
are like what travellers c:tll Dead Sea apples
fair to view, but you cannot trust them. I can 
see no reason why this promise to me should 
not have been fulfilled, and I notice now that 
it is still further off from being realised, from 
an answer made by the 'Minister for J\iines 
yesterday to the hon. member for Port Curtis, 
and in which he said it would be three or four 
months before Mr. ,Tack would be able to visit 
the Port Curtis district. So that I think the 
hon. gentleman has altogether forgotten the 
solemn promise which he made to me in this 
House. If he had stated that Mr. ,Jack was 
not able to carry out the work, or that he 
could not see his way to do it, there would 
have been an end of the matter for the time ; 
but when he said Mr. Jack would be positively 
instructed to carry out that promise I think 
I am not going out of the way in reminding 
the Minister for Mines that that promise has 
not been carried out. The Etheridge I<'ield is the 
oldest in the colony, and likely before long 
to be the most extensive; and considering 
the perseverance of the inhabitants there in 
the face of the trying circumstances by which 
they are surrounded, in the length of carriage 
necessary because of the distance from a port, 
this small boon might be granted to them, 
not only in their own interest, but in the in
terest of the colony and of everyone connected 
with mining pursuits. The district I represent 
is the furthest away from the seat of Government, 
and in this instance distance does not lend 
enchantment to the view, but rather makes the 
prospect quite gloomy. The Minister has had a 
very longtime-twelve months-in which to carry 
out his promise. I never go before Ministers 
with an unreasonable request, and I am certain 

the hon. gentleman should have carried out this 
promise to me. I await the hon. gentleman's 
reply, and hi:-; real'5ons for 11nt carrying out his 
prmnise, which are unintelligible to n1e. [ beg 
to move the adjournment of the House. 

The MINISTEit FOR MINJ~S (Hon. W. 
Miles) said: J\Ir. Spee~ker, -I have not the 
slightest doubt that the statement m::cde by the 
hon. member for Burke is perfectly correct. 
I can only assure the hon. member that I was 
very desirous, at the time, that l\'Ir .• Tack should 
make a survey of thi,, pluticular goldfield ; but 
the hon. member must bear in mind that manv 
things crop up from time to time, and :VIr . • T aek;s 
service..:; we.re required u1ore urgently elsewhere. 
I have no dr-,ire whatel'er to deceive the 
hon. member, hut there were demands for :iVl r. 
Jack's serYic,es all over the colony. It was 
rerently determined by this House to place a 
sum of money on the Estimates for deep sinkinl(, 
and the conclusinn the Govern1nent cmne to \va.s 
th<ct J\Ir. ,T>Lck should be one of those who should 
select the shafts for that purpose. The hon. 
member also referred to the promise made to 
the hon. member for Port Curtis. ::\Iy intention 
was that J\Ir .. Jack should have gone to Port Curt is 
for the purpoRe of selecting a shaft for deep Rink
ing. In the Ineantime another n1atter crops up, 
and of quite as much importance as tho snrvey 
of the J£theridge Gold l<'ield. Every hon. mmn
ber knows perfectly well tha.t in the interior 
people are perishing for want of water, and the 
Governrnent carne to the detern1ina:tion to bore 
for it. \Ve have got the material here, and an 
engineer, and borer, which is to be taken out 
west, and the Government thought it desirable 
tlmt 1Ir. Jack should go out with it for the pur
pose of selecting the most likely spotR for tapping 
water. I repeat that I have no desire to deceive 
the hon. member-none whatever-and if the 
hon. member will be satisfied with J\Ir. Jack's 
assistant, YI.r. Ranfls, he can have hin1 to~1norrow. 
If that will meet the hon. member's wishes J\1r. 
Rands can be instructed to go to the Etheridge 
to-1norrow, n.s the Governn1ent have no objection 
to instruct Mr. Rancls to do that work. 

Mr. GOVETT said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
Mr. Jack could not be better employed than he 
is at the present time. He has been sent out to 
seek for water, and that is of greater importance 
in the present state of the country than to tell us 
where to find gold. 

The HoN. J. M. JYIACROSSAN said: Mr 
Speaker,-The hon. gentleman who has just sat 
down does not appear to understand the ques
tion. The hon. member for Bm·ke, so far 
as I can see, does not complain of :Mr. 
Jack being sent out to find water, but hb; 
complaint is that a promise made to him 
twelve months ago has not yet been carried out. 
That promise wa> made to the hon. member and 
to this House. But what becomes of the in
terval of time between the 3rd of December 
last year and to-day ? I think the hon. member 
has good rettson for complaint. The Etheridge 
Gold Field is, of course, very far distant, but that 
is no reason why the promise made by the Minis
ter should not have been c>Lrried out. At the pre
sent time the field is not producing a large amount 
of gold, but there is no goldfield in Queens
land to eqnal the Etheridge if it had the same 
advantages for development that are possessed 
by Charters Towers nnd other places. H is 
simply the distance that is keeping it back. 
There are many men in the southern colonies 
who have invested considerable sums of money in 
that field, and they are very much interested in 
having' a geological survey of it; and if that survey 
was of au encouraging character I have not the 
slightest doubt that ten times the capital now 
expended there would be invested in the field. 
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It would be the 1neaus of thoroughly opening· 
up the Etheridge. I will sny nothing about the 
Cloncnrry, beca.n:-~e I think there is no cmnpari
son between the two fields a:-; fn.r as gold i:-; 
concerned. It nppettn; that immedintely nfter 
this promise wns made by the ;\Iinister for 
vVorks J\Ir .. J nck was sent to J\Iount M organ. 
That is no doubt a rich tield, nnd sending :\fr. 
.rack there will confm· a benefit on the pre"'mt 
shareholders. 

:\[r. :VIOREHEAD : And j mnpcrs ! 

The Hox .• T. J\L :\L4.CR08S.\N : Bnt :\[onnt 
~Inrgan ir:; nothiug cmnpa,red lvith the Etheridge. 
If the hon. gentleman will look ;et the size of the 
Etheridge he will see that it is twenty times as 
large ;tS J\Iount J\Torg·an. I do not sa1· that the 
J~theridge i8 twenty t'iutes as rich, hnt', as far as 
employment of labour is coucernecl, it has 
snt!icient space to employ twenty times the 
number of men that could be employed at '\Iount 
lVIorgnn. The ~Iinister for \Vorks ~H~enlH, in n1y 
estimation, to have Jo,t th~ control of ltio 
department. The hon. gentlen1an ph~1.ds his g:)nd 
intentions. I believe his intentions are ve1·y 
good, but why does he not carry the1n out? 
The excuse he. has offered may be; a verc- good 
one for not hnving carried nut a prmniRe, but 
;vhy did he rmtke that promise' In makinc; 
rt he has !er! on the hon. member for Bmke mtd 
the people of the :Etheridge by false hopes. I 
would not, if I were in the place of the hm1. 
member for Burke, accept the ,.;ervicc,, of Il:Ir. 
Rancls in lieu of those of J\Ir .. Tack. Thete i,.; no 
cmnpa.rison between tho:-;e two gf·ntle1nen ; 
:1nd althongh J\Ir. Randr:: rnay be a good 
geologist the people of (-.\neensland wonlrl 
nut have the sanw confidence in a report 
made by him as they would in a report matle 
by ::VIr .• Tack. 

Mr. STI~V:ENSON ,,aid: :\Ir. Speaker,-The 
hon. me>11ber for Burke is not the only one who 
has canRe for cmnplaint on account of a prorni:-;e 
made by the :\J:inister for \V orks not being car
ried out. I ha.vo reason to 1nake a sirnilal' corn
plaint. ~mn~ tin1P ago the I~Iinister for \Vork~; 
promised me that :\fr .. Jnck should visit :\Innnt 
Hritton and report upon it aR soon as the engage
ments he then hncl were completed. I under
stood then th<tt by thi,.; time .\lr .. Jack would 
have inspec-ted Mount Britton allfl revorted 
upon it, but he has not yet done ~o as far 
as I an1 aware, nnd I would like to know 
whether this engagenwnt to go to the "l~thel'idge 
was entered into at the time the hon. gentlurnm1 
gave n1e that promise. If any freRh engage
ments have intervened I have aR 1nnch canse for 
complaint as the hon. member fOl" Burke. I 
think the Minister for \Vorks ought to keep his 
word when he promises that :\ir. .Tnck's 
Rervices shall be given for any particular \York. 
Since the hon. gentleman ste~ted thctt l\Jr. Jack 
would visit :Mount Britton ch::uges have, I 
believe, occnrred on thnt field, and I think the 
geoloo;ist should have gone there hdore those 
changes took place. vV"' the engagement that 
1\Ir. ,Jack should gu to C!oncurry entered into 
beforo the :Minister for \V orks promised that he 
should visit }\.fount Britton? l have no doubt, 
as the hon. member for }I.Iitchell say,, that Mr. 
~Tack has gone to do good work out \Vest at the 
present time, but the question \ve are con:;ddering 
is whether the .Minister should keep promise;_ 
made to the constituencies. I think he Nhould 
fultil his promises. 

Mr. MOREHEAD s;cid: Mr. Speaker,-I 
really do not see from the remarks that have 
fallen from the :\finister for \Vorks why ::\11-. 
Jack should have been sent ttway to the western 
portions of the interior to sParch for water. Of 
course, we know that there was a Jack who lms 

become historical, who, accmnrmnied by his 
Nister, went up a hill to fetch a p11il of water. 
l'o,;-;ibly, that may be the reason for the htm. 
gcntletn<Lll sending 1\Ir. ~Tack out west. But 
surel.Y the clicitrict which I represent is suffering 
a . .;; 1ntwh frmn drought as any other part of 
the colony, a.H the ~Iinister for \Vorks know~ 
very well, and why are step:-; not taken to pro
vide water i11 that direction when senrlin~ ::\Ir. 
;r a.ck out we....;t: It :-;trike:-; Hle that anyone wl10 
knowK ::mything ttlwnt the interior of the colony 
will see that it i., an absnnl thing to '•end Mr . 
. rack ont there to search f01· water when there i.s 
a drought pt"e\·ailing·. It will be utterly impo.<· 
silJle fm him to tnwel there: the thing iN too 
ah-mrd. The ~Linh.;ter for \Vorks, <•R has been 
pointed ont hy the hon. memher for Townsville, 
hhelter.s hirnself in this u1atter under hit; good 
int~.:;ntions. The hon. gentlen1an ahva.yR in
tend..; to dn i:iO-and-so, but he neYer does it ; 
he doe~ f-1011lething ehP. Jih·: good intentinnR 
ancl prmui:-::,,..; are in another direction. I think 
the hon. rnernbPr for Bnrke ba.s good rmtRon to 
complain of the wcty in which he hits been 
tl'ented by the '\Iinister. The hon. gentleman 
gttve a:-; a. remwn ftli' not ca,rrying out his prontise 
thatHmnethingelse cropped np-sornething which 
ha,s exi-:ted for the 1 J::t-;t three :rea.rs. During that 
period no stepr; bn ve been taken for the cnnservtt
tinn of wa.ter1 except by com.;tructing <1 fe\v snr<1ll 
tank,; no attempt lms been made t'' tap the 
uuder::;Touncl Runl'Ces of water snpply. I do 
not mvself think that ::\Ir. ,Jack is more com
petent~ to give an opinion on that subject 
than mnny :lther persons, bnt this r do say : 
that no nutn i.-., rnore cmnpotnnt to give a report 
011 WJldfiel{lh and with such authority a:-:; l\Tr. 
.1 ack. Aml l eo" tend that the serdces of one of 
the mtHt v1tlnable men in the colony are being 
wa:;ted by sending hin1 on an errand 'vhich 
could very well be pel'formed by many other 
men, while tlmt portion of the colony which 
,.-ould be benefited by hi,.; services is neglected, 
and the )l>'Omi,e of the .\linister i" broken. The 
J\Iini<ter for \\'orks' record is simply a record of 
broken prmnises. I do not know of any pron1ise 
given h:c him to the Hou"e that has been 
fulfillecl. If there have becm any fulfilled they 
ha Ye been "like angels' vi~it:-1, few and far 
between. n BiB intentions are good- he 
means well-but that is beside the question. 
}\.leaning well will not run the vVorks Depart
ment of this colony. I certainly uphold the 
hon. members for BtJrkP anrl ~ormanby. They 
h'""" bt'en hadly tre;;ted, and the colony has been 
greath injured, "" has been pointed out by the 
hnn. n1muber for Townsvi11e ; because tbere can 
he no douht that the Etheridge is one of the 
greate,,.t goldfields in Australia, Ltnd that a report 
from such a man as Nir. Jack would probably 
lead to a large influx of southern capital which 
at the present tirne would be an inestimLtb!e 
boon to the colony. But instead of l'.fr .• rack 
going there he is Bent further afield to do work 
that conltl be very well done by persons who have 
not the special knowledg-e with regard to gold-

' tields that J\ir .• Tack possesses. 
The PREJVIIEE (Hon. S. W. Griffith) saicl: 

:\fr. Speaker,-From the complaints of hon. 
members one would suppose that this colony is 
only a snmllpbcu and all the :\Iinister for vVorks 
has to do is to tell :\Ir. J·ack to _go to such a place 
this week, to another place next week, and some· 
where else the week after, and that in the course 
of two or three months he will thu' have visited the 
whole of the colony. But the colony is large and it 
takes many months to go to and exarnine one 
place. Twel Ye months ag·o the J\Iinister for \V orks 
considered it a proper thing to send ::\lr .• Tack to 
the Etberidge, because then there was no more 
pre.'Bing work l1efore him. :Fortunately for 
Mr. Jack's reputation we hLtve a great many 



900 Motion fo1' AdJow·mnent. [ASSEMBLY.] Mot1:on for Ai(jourmnent. 

applications for his services, but he is the only 
man we have, and everybody wants his assis
tance at once. 

The HoN .• T. M. MACROSSAN: Promises 
should be kept in the order in which they are 
made. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman says pro
mises should be kept in the order in which they ttre 
made. Now, sir, is it possible that a promise of 
that kind should be fnltilledliterallywhen a matter 
of paramount importance to the colony requires 
to be attended to first? Hon. members complain 
that the Etheridge is a very great goldfield, and 
that if that were fully understood it would 
attract a great deal of capital. I believe that~
I believe it is one of the greatest goldfields in 
Australia, and it is desirable that it should be 
fully reported on as soon as possible. But it will 
take several months to do it. In the mean
time, all the other goldfields in the colony say 
that their development would be very much 
encouraged if they were explored by deep 
sinking. 'rhe Government is called upon by 
the House to take immediate steps for assisting 
miners in deep sinking; but how is that t<> be 
done? Are we to make all the other goldfields 
wait till after Mr .• Jack has seen the Etheridge? 
As the ::Yiinister for \Vorks said, Mr. Jack has 
visited some of the neztrer goldfields for the pur
pose of tvl vising as to the expenditure of money 
in deep sinking, where he could report seyeral in 
two or three months rather than spend all his 
time in one district. Then, as to sending Mr. Jack 
to find the best place to bore for water, tm hon. 
member said plenty of other people could have 
done that as well. Now, an experiment of that 
kind will cost several thousand pounds. The 
urgency of making the experiment is admitted. 
\Ve have had information from many sources, 
and now we wish to see whether water 
is obtainable in various places; and I am 
sure no experiment of that kind would be con
sidered satisfactory unless it were directed by 
the best geological authority we can get in the 
colony. That seemed to be a matter of such 
urgent importance that it took precedence of 
everything else. There is no question of more 
importance in the colony at the present time 
than the discovery of water, and I am surprised 
that the hon. member for Burke, who represents 
a pastoral district as well as a mining district, 
should complain because one particular goldfield 
is asked to wait a few months while ::Vir. Jack i, 
doing work which, if sucae~sful, will benefit the 
whole community, including his constituents, 
miners as well as others. Something wRs said 
about the goldfield at ::Yiount Britton ; I think 
that can wait. It has been fully reported on by 
Mr. Hodgkinson, who has had very considerable 
experience in mining, and certainly his report 
would not justify taking ::VIr. Jack away from 
more important work. 

Mr. STEVENSON: Is the promise to be 
broken? 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said: Mr. 
Speaker,-All that has been said by the Pre
mier and the Minister for \Vorks is a very good 
reason why the promises should not have been 
made, but not why they should have been broken. 
The last excuse made by the Premier i;; that it 
is necessary that Mr. ,Jack's opinion should be 
obtained first on the water question; but it is 
twelve months since this promise was made, and 
in the meantime a good many other matters of 
not so much importance as the Etheridge Gold 
]'ield have engaged Mr. Jack's attention. Had 
hi> time been occupied all along with the water 
question I do not think anyone would h<we 
complained; but the fact is not so. \Ve have 
the right to complain that Mr .• Jack wRs not 
engaged on this question of water supply for the 

\Vest long before. That is the complaint we 
should have made, in addition to that regttrding 
the non-fulfilment of the promise alJOut the 
Etheridge. 

Mr. DO~ALDSON said: ::VIr. Speaker,-I 
regret that I w,<s not here during the early part 
of the debate; but I understand the complaint is 
that ]\Jr. ,Jack has not been engaged in accor
dance with some promise made by the Minister 
for \Vorks. However, I am not prepared to 
discuss that now. I quite agree with a remark 
that fell from the Premier, that there is one 
very important subject in this colony requir
ing attention, anrl. that is boring for water. 
The crisis we hav~ passed through in the 
interior shows the necessity of trying to provide 
a supply of water against fnture droughts. I 
only regret that the question has not been fully 
ventilated, and the experiment tried long ago. I 
believe one of the greatest discoveries that couhl 
be made in this colony would he that of artesian 
water. I have reason to believe it is to be fouml 
in the interior, and if the experiment is successfnl 
I am sure private enterprise will clo the rb<t. 
There is no doul.>t some skilled person is rer1uired, 
and I do not suvpose we have anyone so compe
tent as :Mr. Jack to give an opinion on the 
question. \Vith regard to his going tn the \Vest 
-to my constituency-I had nothing whatever 
to do with th""t. I take this opportunity of saying 
that, because I was informed a few nights ago 
that it was believed ::VIr. J·ack was taken away 
from other work through my agency. I have 
no idea where it is intended to put down these 
bmes. I would not do anything to prevent the 
development of the goldfields, still I think the 
question of boring for water is fully as important, 
and I trust the efforts now being made will be 
successful. I certainly congratulate the Govern· 
ment on having sent Mr. Jack to that district ; 
and if his opinion should be that the colony 
would be justified in boring for deep water, I 
am perfectly satisfied the future development of 
the district will be done by private enterprise. 

:VIr. A::'II'NEAR said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish 
to take ad vantage of this motion to bring under 
the notice of the Colonial Tre>tsurer a question 
which greatly affects the port of Maryborough 
and some of the tr>wellingpuhlic. About twelve 
months ago, in conser1uence of information I got 
from parties in Brisbane, I wrote to my con
stituents that the river would be lighted up in a 
month from that date. I notice that plenty of 
preparations have been made, but the river has 
not yet been lighted up. I have been asked by 
my constituents to look into the matter, and I 
should like to know if there is any possibility of 
that much desired want being carried out. 

The COLOJ'\IAL TREASURER said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I was under the impression that the 
lighting was complete before this. I know 
that Captain Heath went to JIIIaryborough a 
short time ago to see about all the arrangements. 
I shall give the matter my attentioH, and inform 
the hon. member at a very early date exactly 
how it stands. \Vith regard to the other 
matter which has occupied the attention of 
the House, I trust the inference to be 
drawn by the public from the discussion this 
evening is that the action of the Government in 
sending Mr. ,Tack to the Western district is not to 
be deprecated. I may say that I have been very 
anxious myself to get the Hydraulic Engineer to 
undertake this work of selecting a suitable site 
for boring in the vV estern districts of the colony. 
I consider the problem whether artesian water 
can he found in Queensland is one of the 
very highest importance in its bearing on the 
development of the interior of this country. 
Hon. members on both sides will agree with me 
in that view. The hon. member for Mulgrave 
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hc~s asked why :Mr. ,Jack was not sent out 
earlier. So far ars I can learn, J\lr. ~Tack's tirne 
has been fully occupied in the department under 
the administration of my hon. colleague the cYiin
ister for \Vorks, and in fact I believe he has had 
to forego a lut of appointrnents in order to go out 
nt the present time to investigate into this ques
tion as to the proper site for boring. Then, it 
must be remembered, it was not of the slightest 
use sending out J\Ir. Jack on that expedition 
unless we had the appliances ready to follow 
up his report and actually test the site he 
selected. Hon. membem will be aware that 
it is only a few n1onths ago that arrange
ments were made with J\lr. Arnold, a deep
well borer _ of experience in America and the 
Sandwich Islands, to come over to Queensland 
and practically test the question of finding 
artccsian water here. Dul'ing the interval since 
his arrival the department has been engaged in 
erecting a rnachine such as is suitable for the~e 
deep-~inkingoperatiou8, and that ruachine, having 
been tested to some extent, is now ready for 
trans1nission to Such a l:lit~ as :J-Ir. Jack n1ay 
select in conjunction with :\lr. Hender,on, the 
Hydntulic Engineer. It it~ a 1uatter of regret, 
doubtless, that JYir. Jack has not been able to 
report upon all those mineml fieldo which I have 
no doubt my hon. colleague, the i\Iinister for 
\Vorkt;, intended he should report upon; but the 
gmvest demctnd of the colony at the present 
time-and it has been HO for the last three years
is reltlly to test the 'l uestion whether a supply of 
artesian water is to be funnd or not. Along 
with everyone elbe, I trust the r[uestion will be 
solved satisfactorily. If it is, I lMn sure that 
even those goldfields which doubtless would like 
to be reported upon at the present time will 
gladly suffer the inconvenience his absence tnay 
cause in view of the greater importance of the 
work in which he is now engaged. 

Mr. NOHTON said: Mr. Speaker,-It is 
somewhat unfortunate that when a r1uestion of 
this kind is mised, the discns.sion upon it should 
be interrupted by the intrusion of quite a differ
ent question altogether. The hon. member for 
\Varrego, who was not here when the question 
wo,s raised by the hon. member for Burke, and 
who only heard the tail-end of it, imm~diately 
got up and made a speech about the ad vantage 
of boring for water to supply the interior of the 
colony. \V e all know that that wuuld be a mo,;t 
desirable thing to do, but it is not a question 
which should be allowed to take the place of 
the one raised by the hon. member for Burke. 
It simply puts that question out of conoideration. 
\V e all agree '"" to the neceesity of finding a 
supply of water in the interior, but that is no 
rea,Bon \vhy l\1r .. Tack, \Vhu wa,~ engaged by the 
colony for a.nother purpo;-;e altogether, and one 
of at le"",;t equal importance, should be oent ont 
tu do it. If a g-eologist i;;, neces~~try to select a 
site for water·boring operationR someone el::;e 
should have been sent. I do not see why the 
goldfields should be neglected in order that this 
water-boring n1ay go on. But so n1uch has been 
1narle of the nece::;sity of sending out a geologist 
for that purpose tlmt I would point out that a 
;;oml de>tl of water-boring has been done already, 
and done successfully, without the aid of a 
geologist, and good artesian springs ha,ve been 
di,covered. It has not been thought neces
sary to send out a geologist until now. But 
now that we have engaged a 1na.n who is 
considered to be very well up in this particular 
111atter, one would suppm;e that he would h>tve 
smne idea atJ to what would be the proper place 
to put down a bore. 1Ir .. Jack \Vets engaged 
primarily to survey and report upon the gold
fields of the colony. He is the Government 
(;eulogist of the colony, ttnd the first ttnd most 
intpurt;_tut work of a (}ovenuuent geulugit;t i:; in 

connection with the minerals of the colony, and 
more particularly its goldfields. J<'or that reaoon 
I think it is desirable that his work should be 
confined as much as possible to inquiring int.o our 
mineral industry and wealth. The ]'theridge 
is no doubt one of the richest goldfields in the 
colony, but it has not been developed, partly 
because it is situated far from the coast, and 
partly because its mineral wealth is not yet widely 
known. It is highly important that Mr. Jack 
should make a proper inquiry into that goldfield. 
\Vith regard to the promise nmde by the Minister 
for \Vorks to me, all I have to say is that I spoke 
to the hon. gentleman some time ago about the 
necessity of assisting in deep sinking in other 
fields than those which had been previously 
mentioned, and he at once agreed with my re
marks, and said he wonld send J\1r. Jack to 
report on other fields besides those. Before I 
went to Port Curtis, at the be;;inning of June, 
the Minister for \VorkR told me that Mr. ,Jack 
was going from Stanthorpe to Gym pie, then to 
Port Curtis, and afterwards, I think, to Rock
hampton. I mentioned that to some of my con· 
stituents at Port Curt is. \Vhen persons interested 
in mines are expecting a visit of that kind they 
put off other arrangements which they might 
make until it is done ; and that was the case 
in uwre than one ini:itance. 1\fy request in 
regard to 1\lr. !Jack \V[tH COJ>ied into some news~ 
papers which are interested in the goldfields 
,,f that locality. I give the Minister for Works 
credit for having fnlly intended to cany out the 
prombe he made to me-I know nothing about 
his promisn to the hon. member for Burke-but 
he must have been over-persuaded by his 
colleagues to let Mr. Jack go off to other work, 
which I do not think he onght to be employed 
upon. The Premier pointed out that this is " 
work of great importanc~ and one which would 
co~t the colony several thousands of pounds. But 
what have the mines not done for the colony! 
\V e cannot afford to overlook one great industry 
in order to benefit another. Important a., the 
supply of water to the interior is, I say that the 
development of our goldfields is equally as 
important. Our golclfields have done more for 
the colony than anything else, and will do more 
in the future even than they have done in the 
past. Our gold and other minerals will do for 
this colony what they have done for Victoria; 
but the fields w;mt to be developed, and the 
geologiRt $pecially engaged for th<.tt work ought 
not to be sent into the :Far \V est to bore for water. 
Holding this view, I think it is most important 
that a gentleman of :Mr. Jack's reputation and 
known ability should be occupied as exclusively 
as pm,,dble upon the kind of work for which he 
was brought here. If a geologist is wanted for 
any other purpose, rather than take him away 
from the mineral work, let another man be pro· 
cured from one of the other colonies. 

The MIKISTEH :FOR LAXDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said: Mr. Speaker,-The hon. member 
for Port Curtis states that he was surprised that 
Mr. Jack should be made nse of for any other 
purpose than the one for which he was brought out 
here. I think the Government are perfectly justi
fied in any pressing emergency such as the pre
sent one--that of discovering water in such a 
season as we have had-in employing J\Ir. Jack, 
and the statement that another man might be 
found to dmtl with questions of this kind is, after 
,ll, a matter of opinion. There is no doubt that 
the greater a man's geological knowledge, the 
more reliable will be his opinion in searching for 
water, particularly such water as may be found 
in the western country- artesian water. A 
great deal has been m".de of the promise 
that was said to have been mltde by the 
JYiinister fnr \Vurks to the hon. me!llber for 
Durke, and sume other hou. member:;, that 
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Mr. .Tack should survey certain goldtield., in 
whieh thev were interested or their corv;titnents 
were. \Ve know very well that Jn·omise,; of that 
kind :.tre re~tlly contingent upon uo other Cireu:n~ 
stances of a 1nore ilnp(n'tant character ari:.;ing in 
the n1eantilue. I rnaintain that thi~ i.s a, eirClllll
shtnce of a nwre in1portant char;,wter. The~e 
goldfields can wait. They have ".titerl for a 
long thne alrPady, I grant; l1ut tbis i~ ~ rnatter 
of a grea..t dea.l uwre hn portance, a,nd I do 
not think anv hon. member will deny it. The 
goldfields cari very well wait nnder ,·~rch concli
tion::i a~ these. _A_ large ;-:;u1n of nwney was 
gra.nted for boriug for watH·, and it \VHB ab:-:o
lntely necessary, if that amount was to be 
jmliciously expended, that it should be expended 
under the direction nf a competent man, in 
selecting the :-;iteK where the boring \VLL:-4 to he 
carried on. The goldfield~ may certainly be very 
anxious tG have the benefit of }[r. J:cck'-; invp,;ti
gations; but that is not a matter of such J>reHo· 
ing itnporta.uce a:-:; the (1ue~tion of bm·ing for 
water in the western portion,; of the colony. 
It is very adviH:tble that a umn of }i]r .. Jack's 
ability ~lwuld have control over the large RUHl 
of money that was voted last year for boring for 
water. 

::\Ir. PAL'\IER, in reply, oaicl: :\Ir. Spc<~ker,--
I think it comes with a very bad gmce from the 
hon. the Premier to charge n1e ·with want of 
interest in the affairs of the colony, and the 
pa.storal interest especially. If the hon. g-entle
man will recollect, I represent a pastoral as well 
as a. 1nining di;;trict. 

The PHE::\IIER : I reminded you of the fact. 
.Hr. P AL"MER : I am very well a wane of 

tlmt, and if the hon. gentleman will rememher, 
I have to speak in the intere"ts of the mining com
munity as well as of the pastoral pursuits. I con
-;ider thal is my duty. The hon. gentleman might 
also recollect that when the water supply vote 
was before the Committee last year I called 
attention to the apathy that the Government 
had shown in carrying on water supply \\"orks. 
I kevt the Committee half-an-hunr rruitc, >tnrl 
showed the Colonial Trectsurer that the depart
ment had been negligent in the rnatter; and, I 
believe, with good effect, as I have received 
letters since frorn one or two vlaces, saying 
that the- department has been <'Onsiderably 
wakened up since the E::;tiniates went through 
last year. So that I have not been wanting in 
a1 lY intereRt so far as the water supply goe:s. I 
mn quite as well aware of the important part it 
plays in pastoral pursuits as the Premier, or the 
::\Iinister for Lauds, or the Colonial Treasnter. 
But I do not see why a promise nHtde twelve 
uwnths ago should stay so l(mgwithouta.ny excuse 
or t•eason for its not being fulfilled. I should like to 
follow i\Ir. Jack's work from the tinte he finished 
the survey of the Eavenswood g-oldfields; because 
the promise was that when that work was finished 
he shouldgo to the Etheridge. Twelve months 
have passed since then, and he has not been upon 
the water supply question the whole time--not 
nntil during the last week---am] there has been 
ample time for him to go and make the promised 
smvey. It is only another instance of a Minis
terial promise being broken. The Hydmulic 
~Engineer, 1\'Ir. Henderson, was prornised to g·o 
to N ormauton and report upon the state of the 
water supply there. The township was in ,-er:v 
great distress; they were carrying wa.ter in puntH 
three or four miles for the use of the inh>tbitants 
for several weeh. That promise w:" made last 
year, but i\'Ir. Henderson has never been there. 

The COLONIAL TREASFRER: He was 
taken ill on his wny up nnd returned to Bri,bane. 

Mr. P ALi\IEH: I am continually reminded 
by my con~titnents of the broken promise, and I 
get the blame, so tlmt T think I am justifier! in 

vi-;iting it upon the Ministry. Then a promise 
was nutde two yea.r~:; ag1) that the telegra.1Jh line to 
Burke waH to be carried out; but it ha::; not been, 
a.nd two years is quite long enough to get the 
ir(mlH)t>t::t The}Jnnniseabout thegeo1ogicE"JRurvey 
Ls not the ouly instance in which a 1Iinisterial pro
ntise has been fairly made and poorly c>trried out. 
l rcpea.t what I stdd, that a thorough geologicctl 
survey of such n. field as the Etberidge--the most 
extensive in the colony, aml perha,ps the mo,,t 
exten8i ve in J\w;tralia-is of the very gTeateHt 
inq,ol'ta.nct', eMlJeciall:r when \Ve know that the 
intere~t on our loan)'j will haYe tu be nwt, and 
i.s increaf:ling every y~:Lr. The :-;ettlelnent of such 
a field as that is a thing that the Government 
should not require to be "·akened up upon; 
they should be alive to the necessity of it 
then1selve-.;, and bring t'apita1 into the colony. 
They are taxing the rnachiuery that is lJeing sent 
up there, :mcl to make the field productive and 
thoroughly Yentil:tt" it they should cnuse this 
~urvey to be made, and have the fie! cl thoroughly 
reporte<lnpon. I a1n certain that such a. course 
wonld be attended with most beneficial re"ults to 
the whole of the colony. It is very .unfortunate 
that the district I represent is so far away. 
The centre nf gT<-"tvity seen1s to be in B1·blmne, 
and everything ~P.8Uli·i to l)e (lrawn with twenty
member power ctwa~- horn the Xorth. It is the 
X nrth again~t the 8outh. 1 believe, so far aH 
tbi::-; que'ition is concerned, I arn farther a.\vay 
from m:.' object than ever. The :Minister has not 
reiterated hi" promise. If he had admitted that 
he was wrong, mtd \VaR willing to carry out his 
promise, I would have been satisfied. vVith 
reg>tnl to his offer of ::\Ir. E<tnds' services for a 
geological.sun'GY 1 I an1 not certain wlu1t hi;; r1uali~ 
fications arP. l\Jr. ~Tack waH the gentlen1an who 
w:cs promisetl, and I \\'ill not be satisfied until he 
goes there. \Vith the permission of the House I 
will withd\·aw my motion. 

J\Iotion \Vithdrawn tJ.,CC()rdingly. 

:b'ORMAL MOTIOX. 
The ::-lPEAKEE said : The hon. memlter for 

Honth Brisbane bein~ now in hi;; place, I call 
upon hint to rnove the fonnalnwtion standing in 
his narne. 

l\Tr. JOEDAN muved-
Thr<t there be laicl upon Lhe tahle of tbc Hou"'l', <L 

Hoturn of all invention~ regi~tered clnring the lJCriod 
from 1 llc 1st .Tannarr. 188:~. to the :JOth .Jnnc. 18R5: 
such retnrn to ill(•inde the following particnlar~, 
uamely:-

.:\fa1nre of invention. 
~\ brillgment of ~vc(',i1ication . 
.\"a me of vatcntcc. 
\alllc of agC'nt, if any, actiug on b{'llalf ur pn.teutt~c. 
l>atc of rcgbtratiou. 
Index of subjcets. 

Que.stion put an cl 1 Jas;;ed. 

Fr-tm:'WL Y SOCI:!'~TIES ACT O.F 18/!i 
ANIENDl\U:NT BILL -- SECOND 
HEADING. 

The PlU~NIIER Haid: '\lr. SpPaker,-This 
Bill prorJoseH to tnmofer the work of the Eeg-is
tmr of :b'riemlly Societies from the Registmr 
of the Supreme Court to the Heg-istrar-General 
- thc>t is <tll. By the Ftiendly Societies Act, 
passed in li)/(i, the Eegistrar of the Supreme 
(',lurt \Va:-; tlla(_le Heg·istrar under that _,(\et. 
\r arimu; cmnplaints ha.ve been 111ade since then 
tluct the statistical \l"llrk has not been done by 
that officer, and as the result of the experienc'e 
of tho~e yc·ars the conclusion tbe Government 
has arrived at is thnt he has really no facilities 
for doing that work. The Registrar-General'=-
Departmeut is the statistical branch of the 
Gu\·ernn1er:t SerYice, and the \Vnrk can be done 
there conveniently by officer" accustomed to it, 
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Tt io very impurkmt work, and I believe. that it 
has not been done for ~otne yearH ; 111 fact, 
it ]m,; never been done properly since the Act 
has been rmssed. It is to remec1y that that the 
Bill is introduced. I move that it b~ now read 
a seconu time. 

The Hox. Sm T. :YiciL WRAITH said : 
::Yir. Speaker,-I think we oug'ht to have got a 
great deal1nore infonnation why this clutnge is 
made. It is now eight years since the !friendly 
Societies Act was vassed. By that Act certain 
duties devolved upon the Registrar of the 
Supreme Court, but he has consistently and 
persistently put himself in the way so as to 
obstruct any business being done. I believe 
myself that the whole fault lies entirely 
with the Registncr of the Suvreme Court, 
and I am satisfied that he is in every bit 
<M5 good a pu~ition to do the work as 
the Registrar-General. \V e know 1 .erfectly 
well that the work required to be done will 
involve a great deal more change than the 
Premier has stated. He told us that it would 
simply be transferring the work of the Registrar 
of the Supreme Court to the Hegistrar-General, 
but it is doing a great <lea! more than that. It is 
forming a fresh department in the Hegistrar· 
General's Office, of which the hon. member has 
said nothing at n,ll. It is putt,ing on the 
Registrar-General work that has been per
shtently refused to be done by the Registrar of 
the Supreme Court. JYiy attention has been 
directed to the matter often. This is no new 
discovery that the Premier has made. \V e 
have seen it all along, and I have urged 
legal gentlemen connected with me to see that 
the work was done, but their persistence was 
nothing compared with the pen<istence of the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court in not doing the 
work. I say that we ought to have very good 
reasons wh;,- this change is made, and I slmll find 
out the reasons why the work is not done by the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court. \V e should 
also have smne inforrruttion <:t,S to how the G-ov
emment are going to meet the extra cost of this 
arrangement, becatrt;e evidently it will cost a 
huge amount of money. The Premier arJpears to 
haYe left that entirely out of consideration, 
and instead of this being the simple little Bill 
he told us it was-which was to remedy a 
difficulty that had arisen during the last few 
week~ or something of that kind, and oug·ht to 
paBs without discussion-it is a very i1nportant 
one. Before it is pttssed I shall insist on know
ing why the Registrar of the Supreme Comt has 
not done the work. I have often tried to find 
ont that front 1ny colleagues, and no\v verhaps \Ve 
shall be able to find out from the Government. 

The PHJGNUER : I have not been able to find 
out any Inore than you \vere. 

Mr. JOEDAX said : :i\'Ir. Speaker,-About 
two or three years ago the late Attorney-General 
reconunended that the work of the H.egistrar 
under the }'riendly Societies Act should 
he done by the Hegistrar-Gener<Cl, and Sir 
Thomas :iYicllwraith, who was then Premier 
and Colonial Secretary, cillled the attention of 
the llegistrar - General to the subject, ilnd 
re<juested him to state whether he thought it 
mmld be within his province to undertake the 
wmk. The Registrar- General very carefully 
read over the Act and saw, in the first place, 
that it required that the work should be done 
by the Registrar of the Supreme Court, And, 
further, it was his opinion that the person who 
was responsible for carrying out the Act should 
lutve a legal training. He ::;ent a very carefully 
prepared report to the Colonial Secretary of the 
day, Sit, T. :iYicil wraith, who was of opinion, 
aftet' readiuc;- the report, that the work conlcl not 
~unsibtently or ~onveuiently be undertaken by 

the Registrar-General, and he sent an answer 
accordingly. This C[Uestion, sir, of the non
performance of the duties required by the Act 
was brought before the House last session, 
and the session before, when the proposed 
increase to the salary of the Itegistrar of the 
Supreme Court was before the Committee. 
I think there was a general understanding at 
that time that the work should be done by the 
Uegistrar of the Supreme Court. In fact, some 
hon. members voted for the increase of that 
officer's salary on the condition that he should 
fulfil the duties in connection with the Friendly 
Societies Act. I think that was a distinct 
understanding. I am still of opinion that the 
Registrar - General cannot properly perform 
the duties in connection with that Act. I 
have given the matter my personal atten
tion and have gone carefully into the whole 
subject. I think the Registrar-General, although 
no longer Registrar of Titles, has already 
increased duties put uvon him, which, together 
with the increase of work entailed upon him 
consequent on the increase of population, place 
him in such a position that he cannot be fairly 
required to perform duties in connection with the 
}'riendly Societies Act. The new duties which in 
this Bill he is asked to undertake will require a 
great deal of time and very careful attention, 
but my chief objection to the proposal is that the 
gentleinan charged with the performance of 
duties in connection with the Friendly Societies 
Act should certainly have a legal training, 
\Vhat possible objection can there be to con
tinuing the work in the hands of the Registmr 
of the Supreme Court? I understand that he 
is not overtaxed with work, although he has a 
very large salary ; and during the eight years 
in which the Act has been in operation the 
work in <[uestion has fallen upon him. It 
is C[Uite time-as the hon. member for JYiulgrave 
has said-that we should clearly understand why 
the Supreme Court Registrar is not to perform 
the work any longer. I<'or my own part I am 
not di~posed to vote for this Bill. I do not feel 
that the Registrar-General is competent to 
perform the duties proverly, for he has not had a 
legal training. I give n1y opinion with some 
deference, because the proposal comes from the 
Premier, but I think the Premier has not care
fully read over the Act, and I think that if he 
did so he would come to the same conclusion as 
I have. 

n-Ir. SMYTH said: Nlr. Speaker, -The 
friendly societies of this colony have been dis
s:ttisfied for a long time with the way in which 
their business has been conducted. They get no 
information as to the working of the Act from 
the Registrar's office. For some time back there 
has been a rumour in New South Wales 
and Victoria that the friendly societies in 
those colonies are in an insolvent condi
tion. Consequently a commission has been 
appointed to inquire into the matter. That 
being so, is it not necessary that the Government 
of this colony should be well posted up in the 
position of the friendly societies in queensland ? 
The membet'~ of these "ocieties are hard-working 
men-men of small means-who provide for them
se! ves and their families against sickness and 
death. On behalf of such colonists the Govern
ment have a right to interfere. In Great 
Britain the friendly societies save about 
£3,000,000 annually· for people who would 
otherwise be foisted on the poor rates or 
charitable institutions. In some respects our 
Act is, I think, very oppressive. \Vhen a friendly 
society starts a new lodge they have very often 
to do so with only eight or ten members, and 
before getting registered they have to send a copy 
of theit· rules to the Attorney-General, and are 
eharged a fee of five guineas. If n,t any time 
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afterwardH they wi8h to amend their rules, 
no matter how small the amendment may be, 
they have to pay another fee of three guinee~o. 
Now, considering that these people save the 
Government a gre11t deal of money, I think 
these fees might be abolished. A young lodge 
of eight or nine men has also a lot of panopher
nalia to procure ; and indeed I do not see why 
the Government should not assist them. \Yhen 
the Premier goes into the Friendly Societies 
Act at all he should do so thoroughly, because 
fron1 the beginning it has not given tiatiHfaction. 

The ATTORNJ£Y ·GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutleclge) said : Jliir. Speaker,-Since l have held 
the office I now hold I have given my atten
tion to this matter of the friendly societies and 
the working of their Act. I have lmd several 
conversations with the Registrar, and h::tYe :;one 
thoroughly into the whole '}Uestion. I h>Lvetaken 
the trouble to rnake inquirie~""~ in the neighbouring 
colonies to ttscertain ho\v things ·work there, and 
I find that the amount of work tu be clone is, 
as regards the time at his disposal, and appliances 
he possesses, completely beyond the capacity of 
the Registrar of the Supreme Cnurt. I have come 
to the conclusion that unles." this Act i,; to remain 
in the future as in the past- a dead-letter--some 
fresh start must be made. If the Government 
had been content with things as they have 
been going on we Jnight have n1ade son1e 
sort of general observation as the l"stirnates 
went through, and so let the thing slide 
for another year. But the Government are not 
desirous that the present state of things should 
continue. I have gone thoroughly into the 
matter-into the time which the Registrar of the 
Supreme Court has at his disposal, and the 
amount of work he has to do-and have perfectly 
satisfied myself on the point; and the infjniry 
has not only satisfied me, but the judgP-; of the 
Supreme Court also, that it is utterly impossible 
for him to do what is required to maJw thit> 
Act efficient. And if the Act is to be worked 
properly, and if the friendly societies are to 
get the benefit ofthe supervision necessary, some 
change must he made. I do not think any 
blame can be attached to the present Hegistrar 
more than the previous Hegistrars. The present 
Registrar has not been so very long in hi' !Jresent 
office-he has not filled the position half the time 
the Act has been in ferce; therefore no more blame 
can be attached to him than to any who precede<! 
him in office. Their hands have been too full to 
enable them to do the work required. :1\ot only 
so, but a great number of calculations have 
to be made, and actuarial in ve~tigations to 
be pursued, and returns for which persons 
re'}nire special training have to be made out. 
I see no possibility whatever of the work being 
done if the Act remains as it is. Of course it is 
not by a resolution of the Government of the clay 
that this matter can be transferred from the 
Supreme Court Registrar to the Registrar
General, and that was the objection raised by 
the hon. member for South Brisbane when he 
hac! the administration of the Hegistmr-General's 
Office. It was found then that a mere resolu
tion of a Government could not effect the trans
ference. An Act of Parliament is required to 
provide that the Heg-istrar-General is to be Hegis
trar of Friendly Societies. Anyone who takes 
the trouble to examine the clocumentH I have 
obtained from the neighbouring· coloniet<, and 
sees the kind of statistical return,; which have 
to be made, will perceive at once that the ordi
nary machinery of the Supreme Court is inade
fJnate for that class of work. The Registrar
General is, I think, the proper person t<i super
vise work of this sort. He has a large number 
of officers nncler him acquainted with the making 
out of statistical returns, and if it is necessary to 
oLt:.tin further assistance in the "lmpe of persons 

conversant with actuarial science, the llegistmr
General's Department is the one tlmt shoulcl do 
that and not the Supreme Court. It comes to this, 
tlmt if tile work is to be clone at all it will have to 
l1e transferred fr,Jrn the Uegi_,,trar of the Su1Jreme 
Com-t, inespective of the person who fills that 
office. I do not take it that hem. gentlemen 
who refer to the lteg-istrar refer to the person 
who fills the office>, lmt to the office it,df. The 
Hegistrar of the Supreme Court has his hands 
as full as lt!lY otlicer having a reslJOnsible po~ition 
under the Uovennnent, and it i~ quite inq)()s.sible 
for him to give the attention which the work in 
connection with the Friendly Societies Act de
mands. He has none of the appliances re'luisite 
in order to enable him to have anv control what
ever o''er the working of the hlendly societies. 
I should be very sorry to believe that the con
dition of the friendly societies in this colony i,; 
the Hame a:-; the hon. n1e1uber for Gyn1pie sug
ge:-;tt~ it "a,:-; l'Ulnoured that situilar ~mcietios in 
the other colonies were in. If there is to be any 
kind of effective safeguard, any kind of actuarial 
investigation, to prevent thing' drifting into that 
condition, there mnst be efficient machinery snp
plied, and that machinery does not now exist. 
Under these circumstances members of the House 
-vvho are, I believe, interested, as every penmn 
must be, in the prosperity of these friendly 
societies-ought to he anxious that anything that 
wonlcl conduce to the efficient working of these 
societies and the cltrrying out of the Act should 
be brought into existence without delay. 

Mr. ~.lOR!,~HEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-1 
do not think the House has received much light 
from what has fallen from the Attorney
General in the remarks he lmt> made upon this 
propo:-3ed change, because the hem. gentlenmn 
did not seem to be at all sure himself that this 
trrt..nsfer should Le uwde fron1 the Registrar of 
the Supreme Com-t to the Hegistrar-C+enernl. 
He started on the premise that it should be 
mucle, because, I suppose, had he been at school 
with the Colonial Treasurer he would h<we dis
covered that it Wtcs necessary that the person 
appointed to act as registrar of these friendly 
societies should have a. krwwledge of "actuarial 
science." \Yhat "actuarial science" is l dn uot 
know, but I suppm;e it is a new science dis
covered by the Attornev-General since he 
attended that great bawji.1et where even his 
eloquence was ontshone by men who posse-"ed 
a. knn\Yledge of "actuarial scienco 1

' at the 
lVIntnall'rrivident Society's ban'}net the other 
day. I suppose the champagne the hon. 
gentleman had t"tt tha.t banquet has not yet 
evaporated from his brain, and he came away 
full o± the " actuarial science " evul vecl by 
ThiesSl''· Teece and Ives. Ym1, sir, were there 
too, I notice, and yon will probably be able to 
bear n1e out in the r-mnnit5e I draw. I think, sir, 
that from some of the statementt> made by yonr
,.;elf last session, if there ,.;houhl be a change at all, 
the office should be transferred to the Official 
Trustee in Insolvency ; becau,e I think you 
stated on more than one occasion that a lot of 
these societies, if their hooks were examined, 
would be found to be in sol vent. I think that 
statement was made by you, sir, and therefore 
the possession of a knowledge of the laws of 
insolvency would probably be of more advantage 
to the Hegistrar of ]hienclly Societies than a know
ledge uf ''actuarial o;cience" which the Attorney
General thinks ought to be part of the knowledge 
ll<JSsessed by the regi;;tmr of t]w,e societies. The 
greatest weight should be attached to what has 
fallen from the hon. member for South Brisbane, 
not to what has fallen ±rom the Attorney. 
General, though pnbsibly he might think that 
was what I was going to say. No member of 
the House know,;, or could pos,.;ibly know, 
more than the hon. member for South Brbbane, 
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not only of the duties devolving upon 
a regi~trar of friendly societi<'s, but of the 
necessary requirement' which that functionary 
should possess. The hon. member told m 
distinctly th[lt haYing c,uefully considered 
the subject he is of opinion that it would 
require a legal training and know ledge for anyone 
to administer the ofEce of Reg-istrar of Eriendly 
Societies. That was the que,tion ntised by the 
leader of the Op[Josition, when Colouirtl Secre
tary, ctnd the hon. memuer for South Brisbane 
did not see his way to approve of the change 
at that time suggested by the Colonial Sec
retttry. I do not think myself that any 
change ha.s occurred since; and great \Veight, a:::i 
I luwe said, shoulJ be attached to the hon. 
gentleman'" ~tatement. If it is necessruy, a,; 
that hon. gentleTnan say.:;, tha,t the per~ on 
administering the office which this Bill deals 
with should have a lt>gal training and a legal 
knowledge, a great mhtake will he made and a 
gre!tt evil accrue to these ~ocieties if the change 
i,; mttcle in the direction indicated by this l3ill. 
It is, of course, perfectly well known thttt the 
Registrar-General i" not a lawyer, and doe" not 
profess to be one. rro COll18 to H:nothel' que:-;tion : 
the Attorney-General stated that the ltegistrar 
of the Supreme Court 1s overwe1ghted with 
work; but I notice he did not impugn the 
accuracy of the st,1tement made by the hon. 
m~mber for South Brisbane that the perform
ance of the duties of Hegistrar of Friendly 
Societie;::; waH 1nadc a lever, during the 
passage of last year's Estin1ates, to brins· 
in an increase to 1\Ir. l3elh salary. If 
that gentlemen is to be relieveJ of those 
duties, certain members of the House-and I 
hope the majority of them-will also be prepared 
to relieve him of the extra s>tlarv which he 
received on the ground that he perf~rmed those 
duties, which it now appears he did not per
form, or performed in an absolutdy perfunctory 
1nanner. Tbe whole weight of argunwnt is 
against this change. The Attorney-General, in 
stating tbat Mr. Bell was oYerweighted with 
work, did not gauge the work alnady done b~r 
the Eegistrar-General of this eolony. I take it 
he has quite as much, if not m me, to do than the 
l~egistra.r of the Snpren1e Court ; and I have 
heard no reason why this extra work should be 
put upon his hands. This is work which cannot 
be performed by a clerk ; it is work which 
1nust be under the perHonal superintendence of 
the officer in charge of friendly societies' busi
ness. If the contention of the Attorney-General 
is correct-that the work could be done l1y a 
clerk under supervision-why does not the 
l_)rmniEr con1e down to this How.-e and a.~k for an 
extra clerk to as;,ist the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court in doing this work? There might be some 
reason in that ; but there is no reason on earth 
why an equally overweighted officer such as the 
Registrar-General should hc1ve this extra \Vork 
given him simply because the ltegistrar of the 
Supreme Court is unable or unwilling to perform 
the duties for "hich he received an increase of 
pay from this House. I have hP,~rd no reason, in 
the first place, why Mr. Bell should be relieved 
of these duties ; nor, in the second place, any 
reason why, if so, the dutieq should be imposed 
upon the Hegistrar-General. 

::\Ir. FERUL.TSON said: :\Ir. Speaker,-This 
Dill to amend the J-'riendly Societies Act of 1876 
include' only a single alllendment of that Act
the transference of the working of the Act from 
the Registrar of the Supreme Court to the 
Hegistrar-General. I do not know whether the 
proposed amendment is a good one or not, but I 
think that when we propose to amend the 
]'riendly Societies "\et at all we should amend it 
properly. l know there are one or two other 
very ueces>mry mnemhueuts in the <\.et, as it 

stand, at -present, which might be included in a 
Bill like this. Friendly societies are alm<mt 
entirdy cmnpoHed uf \vorking nten, and they are 
all benefit :;ocieties. At the present time smne 
persons are members of two or three of the 
societies, and although a person is entitled to receive 
£1 tt wc,,k frwn one society the Act provides 
that, even though he may be a member of three 
or fom· societies and ha~ pail! up all his subscrip
tions, he can only receive £1 a week. I do not 
see why the Act should prevent a man from 
reeeidng what he is entitled to receive fnnneach 
society of which he i;,; a member. In Victoritt 
the Act allows men to receive moneys from two 
or three :;ocieties of which they m[ly be members, 
if they are on the sick list. This is a matter 
which should he amended. I believe the law is 
at pre.cent eYaded in this reipect, and we might 
as weii at once rnake it legal. It is a clailn n1en1bers 
of those societie,; are entitled to, an cl why should 
we ha Ye ttu Act which does not enforce it? 
There i" ab,J another point in which the present 
Act requires amending. If a member of a 
friendly society, or his wife, dies, by his com
plying with all the rules of the society he or she 
is entitled to receive [1 sum of £20 or £30. But if 
he i,; a member of two or three societies he is not 
allowed to draw more than that amount. \Vhy 
should a man who has nmde proYision in his 
young days for such ctn event be prevented 
from receiving what he i, entitled tcl from each 
society of which he is a ne ember? I think 
the matters I lmve referred to ::~re worthy 
of the consideration of hon. members, 'md 
thttt the Bill might be amended in that 
direction. It i,.; not too late, as the necessary 
mnendrueuh; can be in8erted in comnrittev. 
These are two important matters, but I do not 
say that the Act does not re'luire amending 
in other p,uticulars. I know that the law is 
now violated in respect to them ; and I ask 
why should we not make legal what is done at 
the present time in 111any im~tances ·where per;;ons 
are nielnber,.., of 1nore than one Hociety, and allow 
them to receive the mouey to which they are 
justly eutitled? 

Mr. .FOXTOX sai<l: Mr. Spe,tker, -- An 
in1pres~ion HF'erns to be abrmtd a.nwng ::;mue hon. 
memlJers that the Hegic<trar of the Supreme 
Court is not fully occupied. I can give that a 
rno~t mnphatic contradiction. That gentlenu1n 
is more than fully occupied. I donbt whether 
there is a member of the Civil Service whose 
time is so fully oc<'upied with important matters 
as the Hegi,.;tmr of the Supreme Court. Bnt 
notwithst,1n<ling that he is a! ways willing to 
accommodate the public as far as possible, it 
has become notorious that many matters have to 
lie over for a very considerable period, much to 
the inconvenience of suitors in that court. I 
myself have had persmml experience of this ; 
client~ of 1nine a:-; well a:-; of other lJersonH ha.ve 
been delayed very seriously, through nu fault of 
l\lr. Bell, but simply from the fact that he 
is overworked. I cannot t:;ee thrt.t a nutn 
whose time is fully occupied could do wore 
by being paid ,£200 a year extra, such :cs was 
voted on the :Eotimateo htst year. You e:>n
not put more water into a bottle than it will 
hold, nor can yon get n1ore 'vurk frmn a. ntan 
than he is able to do, no matter how much you 
pay him. The argument, therefore, that bec<mse 
hi" ,.;alary was incrmtsed last year J\1r. Dell 
Hhonld do tbe \Vork is an a.b:'5urd one. I an1 not 
prepared to take the Yiew of the hon. member 
for South Brisbane, when he says that the work 
of Itegistrar of l1~riendly Societies ought to l1e 
performed by a bwyer. I have heard that the1·e 
is a great deal of work connected with it which 
is very much more in the line of work done by the 
oflicers in the Registrar-C:eneml\; 1 lepartment. 
,\nyone who b at all fttmilittr with the working 
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of the Friendly Societies Act, or rather what 
shnuld l;e the workil1g of tlut Act were its 
provi.-;iom-; carried out, n1ust see that nt a.. gla.nce. 
It has been stated that the work is not such as 
<Jllght to be entrusted to a clerk, ::tnd yet the 
hon. member who nmde that sttttement-I think 
it wa; the hon. member for Balonne-said be 
would not be ttt all sm·prised if " request was 
made for an additional clerk to perform this 
work. 

Mr. ::\IOREI-J:1i;AD: That was a suggestion 
mad0 by the Attorney-(ienmctl. 

i'llr. ]'OXTOJ'\ : That was how I understood 
the hon. member for Balonne, and that he also 
stated that he thought it would be a very reason
able rertnest. I quite agree with whatever mem
lJer it was who stated that this work ought not 
to be entrusted to a subordinate. It ought to be 
entru,..ted to an officer who is thoroughly com
petent to investigate the v..1rions 1natters whieh 
he will be re<[Uired to look into in connection 
with the working- of thP Friendly Societie~ Act. 
T am not pn'pared to say that either the Regis
~rar of the Suprmue Court or the Registrar
General is not competent tu perfmm the work. 
,\s fae as I can understand hoth gentlemen have 
their time fully occupied; and it appears to me 
that the logical conclusion is that 'ome new 
officer shoulrl be appointed who is capable of 
doing the work, and that he should be properly 
paid for it if he is to do it thoroughly. 

J.Vh. BAILEY said: :\Ir. Speaker,--\Ve have 
heard for a great many years that the officers of 
the Supreme Court and all g-entlemen connected 
with the legal profe:-.;sion are alwayH overworked 
and underpaid, and we are g~.:>tting quite n::;ed to 
that story. But in relation to this affair there 
~Lre nwre serionr; 1na.tters to be conRidered. \V e 
have heard f1·mn England of the a,lnrn1ing con
dition of thir:gs in th"t country with regard 
to friendly societies. IV e have heard that a 
Yery large proJ?nrtion of benefit societie8 have 
fnr Hmne yearH been (:h·ifting, not only towardt:: 
inwlvency, but some of them h:1Ve actnally 
become insolvent, antl that men who have im'e,ted 
their savingB in those Bocietjm; have been ruined, 
and have ended their davs in the workhonse. l 
would do ~11ything in lllJ; power to prevent RlH.:h 
a state nf things cmning about in this colony. 
If this Bill would prevent that, I shonld be glad 
to give it my ~npport, but it seen1s to Ule that it 
i:-; si1uply tnt;sing over the thing. Year after 
year we have Yoted money to a man to do the 
work, bnt it lut:-: never hee11 done. ~ow we 
am "'ked to transfer the work to another 
Hl~tn. <:.lrlHl we a.re 11ot even told "vhat the work 
is. [ have very little donbt that if the accounts 
of the friendly societies here were properly in
vestigo.ted it. would be found that the societies 
are drifting into the sarne aJarrning condition 
of things that has existe<l in J<;ngland. \Vorking 
tnen are not a.ccountants, nor are thB officers of 
these societies accountants of the kind reqnired. 
There should be some official to examine their 
ncconnt~, to f!trike averages, and afford all 
neceRI':lary inforrnation for their safe manage
ment; and for the sake of those interested in 
friendly ;-;ocietie!-:l T hope r;mne nteal':lure will be 
passed to remedy the present state of thinge. 

2\[r. ~\LA::"i"ll ;aiel: }[r. i:3peccker, -I mu 
~mnewhat like ~-'everal hon. 1nen1bers \\·ho have 
spoken on thi; subject. I do not know w·hether 
it is going to be a good change to pass the work 
of carrying out the provisions of the Vriemlly 
~oeieties Act frmu the Registrar of the Snl>relile 
Comt to the .Registra.r-General. It doeH appear 
strange to me that a Bill which passed thi; House 
t;en years ~ince ha~ not been p~Jt in opera,tion 
from that time to the present ; that none of its 
provi~dmt~ lmve beell attendecl to ; that, iu 
fad, the Bill might HC\'er ha,·e bee11 pa"ed 

at all for 'my practical service it has 
been to the colony or to benefit societi"'· 
L "'e there i" provi;ion in the Act for the ]nty
Inent of offieer8 engaged in carrying out its pro
viHions. I think that during the last ten years, 
when fmcceeding Gover111nents found thenlHelves 
nnable with the st:1ff in their employment to carry 
out the Bill, if tbey had come to the House they 
woultl ha.ve been willingly granted the mmmnt 
necessary for ca.rT)7 ing its provi~inns into effect. 
It is really a matter nf serious importanc'' that 
members of friendly societies should understand 
the JHlHition they occupy. I remember sir, the 
speech nf yours that the hon. member for Balo11ne 
referred to. If rny 1netuory tierve~ 1ne right, you 
referred to so1ue investigations that were going on 
in the old country, which showed that several of 
the societies were in the state described by the 
hon. member for \Vide Bay-in a >8ry unsound 
and insolvent position. Y on did not say, I think, 
that the friendly societie,, of Queensland were in 
an insol \'ent position. There is another thing
w hi eh strikes me in connection with this matter, 
anrl it has struck me in connection with other 
matter; which hcwecome before the Hon;e; that 
is, that 2\Iinisters are really the servants of the 
hearls of their departmente, not the heads of 
departments servants of tl1e .Ministers. l)f course 
I do not know what it is to Le a .Minister, but 
I think if T were one I should be master, 
and I should see that what I ordered was 
done, or know the reason why; and I should 
then be able to give a much more satisfactory 
reason for its not being clone if I were asked 
about it in the House than :Ministers generally 
gi VP. Another thing I feel particnlarly sore 
Dboutis that the Attorney-General, when asking 
an ttd vance of sabry for the llegistrar uf 
the Supre1ne Court, gave aH a rea~on that the 
tlnties of this Act were to be piaced on his 
shoulders ; yet we find now that he is not able 
to do the wmk. J\·ow, sir, why were we not told 
then? The Attorney-General must have known 
whttt the duties in connection with the Friendly 
Hocietie:-l .t-\.ct were, and he nlnt;t have known, if 
he knows it now, that the Hegistrar of the 
i-iupreme Court could not discharge them. How
ever, I nmintain that someone ought to do the 
work, and if extm labour is required let the 
Govermuent provide it. Now, I have very little 
doubt that the Colonial Secretary, in bringing in 
this Bill, as when he proposed the division of the 
depccrtments of Registrar-Geneml and Registrar 
of Titles, had in his mind's eye two or three 
officers for whom salaries are to be provided. 

The PRE::\ilEH: Xo. 

:\Jr. "\LAN I): The hon. gentleman said "J'\o '' 
when he brought down the .Registrar of Titles 
bnsines15; it wn.~ 1 "Ko'' then, <1nd it 'i1-; "Xo" 
now, but I think we shall find it will prove to 
be "Yes." I <lo not ~tltogether agree with the 
hon. member for Hockhampton that men should 
be allowed to be member:; of several friendly 
societies. A man should only belon!Z to one, 
and then there is no premium for his playing 
whttt is called the "old soldier." I know 
~evei·8.1rnen \Vho do that ; as r-;oon as work gets 
shtck they get sick, m1d. g·o on the fund:; of the 
;ociety. I think it is just as well that they 
should not have funds from two or three 
societies. As for the disposition of the money 
when a 111a11':-3 wife or he hiln.self dies, there are 
the insumnce societies, whieh for a small pre
mium provide "respectable sum at death. 

2\Ir. BEATTIE said: :\fr. Speaker,-1 mn 
very glad indeed tlmt the Government have 
seeu fit to introclnce this Bill. On the passing of 
tlw present Act it w>ts made COlll]JUlsury on all 
friendly societies to make returns to the llegistmr 
of the Supreiue Court; but I e~1n :tf.!Slll't' you 
tht:re was uo pu:-:;t)ilJility of getting- any of the 
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officers to move in the matter at all. I have 
heen connected with friendly societie" myself 
~or th~ !ttHt thirty yenrs, taking an active Jmrt ' 
In thmr n1anag-cment; and [ ha.ve waited rnore 
thm1 fifty times on the Jtegistnu of the Supreme 
Uourt, aoking fm_' the uece-.,sary fornB on which 
the ~ocieties 1nlght 1112tke their returnB to the 
C~overnrnent. That in itself vvould be a very 
great advtmtage, bectn15e then the Govern
ment, the public generally, and the member,; 
par~icularl:y-, . coukl see in what po.;ition the 
varwus soc!8ttes really were. I kept continually 
at that office ~or about two years, and the general 
excuse I recmved from the chief clerk was that 
the fornH3 \Vere in course of prepara,tion, but that 
there was a great difficulty in framing them. 
I neYer found any difficulty when it was under 
the Registrar-General. H:: ismed a form ,md 
the societie,; invariably sent in their retur;1s as 
r·e<ruired by the Act. I did not hear the remark 
made by the hon. member for ltockhampton with 
:efer·ence to the desirabil_ity of members bclung·
Ing to 1nore than one snmety. That 'Va8 a point 
;ery warmly and carefully Ji.,cussed on the JXl.:ss
mg of the Act; I think if such n thing were 
allowed it would be very {le8trnctive for societie·", 
a;ul enconrr!Jge a very great deal of ilnpot~i
twu. I know, from 1ny own experience of 
IneinberH belong-ing to t\VO o1· three fioci*"tietl, 
that when they fall sick there is no chance 
of their ever getting well again ; becmrse they 
draw n larger salary than when they ar·e 
working. During the discussion on the n1easnre 
there were extracts read from the debate 
on the English }'riendlv Societies Act. Mr. 
.\.tkin Pratt, one of the greatest authorities nn 
the subject, proved that n. great amount of 
critne was conunitted in com.;eqnence of the ease 
with which people could join the various burial 
'ocieties in existence in thrJRe days. A child 
could be registered for ~d. or ld. a week, and it 
was proved conclusively to the House of Com
~nons and the committee that sat to inrp1ire 
mto the nuttter, that the number of deaths 
an;ongst children during the time of the 
exrstence of those w-called burial wcieties 
Wa,~ R01118thing 8110l'lrlOUS, rrben a clause W::t~ 
)X>Seed under which, while a man might belon<>' to 
a~ n1any friendly societies aB he liked, the an1o~1nt 
of benefit should only he equal to the amount 
grven by on~. Most of the societies in Queerm
land give their rnentben; when sick £1 a \veek. 
Some people nl'ged that if a rnan belong-ed to 
three societies he paid into three societies, and 
oug-ht to rece_i ve the benefit from them all; 
but the eX)JCl'lence of men who had ','re:ot ex
perience in the \Vorking of friendly soci~tied wa"' 
that it wa,; nwst injuriou.s to the welfare of 
the societies generally' and nwre va.rticnhtrly to 
the societies to which the member· belon;··ed 
\Vhen pa,;sing the Act we had a clause h1tro: 
cl need provicling that no man, even if he belon"ed 
to more than one benefit society, should reecl\ e 
rnore. than the arnount given by one ~;ociety; 
that rs to S»y, suppnee a man belono,s to three 
societies he is only to get us. Scl. a ~eek from 
each, eqmLl to the amount he would receive if 
l~e m:ly belo:1ged to one. ~ am very glad the 
l renner has mtroduced a Brll transferrin" the 
power to the Registrar-General, because {'now 
loo!< ~m-ware!. wit~1 som~ degree of hope to the 
~ocretres sendrng rn therr return·:-. It i~ a duty 
they owe to themselves, to the country, and to 
the Government, to mll.ke those periodical returns 
so a" to enable those who take an interest in 
t!1ern to check them, and to give them informa
twn as to the amount contributed the amount 
expended in n1anagen1ent, and the' <-ttnonnt paid 
awa.v for sickness and death. I ,;hall be mo,;t 
happy to support the second reading of thie Bill. 

Question put and passecl, and cmnrnittal of the 
Bill mnde >en Order of the JJay for t~-uwrTuw. 

PROBATE ACT 01<' 18G7 AME?-TD:NlEXT 
BILL-SECOND RBADIXG. 

The ATTOH.:\J<;Y- G EKER.AL said: :\lr. 
Speaker,-The object of this Bill is expbined in 
~he preamble. It is to correct" mistake that crept 
mto the Probate Act of 18G7. One of the Acts 
adopted by this colony from New South \V aies 
wac; 1:} Vie. Ko. 17, bv the 3rd section of 
\Yhich Cerktill fees were made p>tyable UjJOll 

probates and letters of o,dministration. That 
provision was repealed by the Stamp Duties 
"\.et of 18GG, which substituterl other fees on 
pro bates «ml letters of >edministmtion than those 
which were contained in the sche,{ule to the 
sedion I have referrecl to. The next year, how
eYer, when the Probccte "\.et was pasoed here, by 
wlJ<tt was evidently an oyersight on the part of 
the dmft:m1•>n, the fact w:'" overlonked that the 
Stmup Dut.ieo Act had made provi.;ion for this 
matter, and the Jn·ovi:;ions of the repealed sed ion 
of 1:'\ Vie. :\To. 17 were re-ermcted. Although 
the Act Jmssecl in due form, yet the ftwt 
t)1at this Jl!'ovision had been r:pealed by the 
!:\tamp Dutles Act ctnd for winch others hll.d 
been substituted escaped the attenticm of every
body, and as a matter of fact the fees that were 
provided by the Probate Act of 18()7 were never 
collectecl. The mistake was only discovereJ acci
dentally, a few days ll.go. The matter was reported 
to the judges, and, as it \Yas clearly niwer the in
tention of the Legislature that a clo.uble set of fees 
should be charged, by direction of the judges 
the fees sine,, then have been collected and 
placed in a suspense account till the Legisla
tme should dispose of them ; and they an~ount 
ttt the present titlle to near! V £100. There c:>n 
],>8 n_o doubt that it \\'ll.S by an over,;ight that thi" 
got mto the Act of 1807, and nobody seems to 
have known tlu1.t it Wtl.H there. In order thnt 
there may in future be no necessity, as the law 
st~tnds, to chnrge double Fet of fee~ on lJrobates 
and letters of >tdministration, and that moneys 
that have been collected shonld be returned to 
the per,;ons from whom they have been collected, 
and that all persons shall be freed from ]eua] 
littbilitv in connection with thi,; matter since the 
)mssin~ of the Act of 1il(i7, the present Bill has 
been found necessary. I do no\ think it neces
"'"'Y to say more on the subject, but this is the 
only way in which an inadvertence of that kiml 
can be correcte<l. I beg to moYe that the Bill 
be read l1 second time. 

Mr. CH'CBB said : ::\Ir. ::lpeaker,-I do nut 
rise tu oppose the Bill, but the preamble seem,; 
tc! ~ne to be wrong·. It recites that certain pr·n
VJswnr:: of an -"\_et pa,-.:.sed in 18f:i7 were revmded 
hy an "\.et passed in liloli-which of course can
not possibly have been the case. The wonls 
are-

" Whereas the provi~ions of the fortr-tir:5t scetion of 
lhe Prohate ~\..et of lt:l:ji and the sehedule thereunder 
'vritteu were re-enacted in the sai1l ;\..et by inadvertenc<·, 
tlte ::;tune lll'OVi.:o:ions having been repealed by the Stamp 
Duties A et of 1866." 
Beyond that I have nuthimt to say a,~ainst the 
Bill. " . 

The Hox. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said: l\Ir. 
Spe;tker,-I am mther astonished to hear the 
infonuation given by the ~..\ttorney-Geuera.l that 
the lawyers only discO\·erecl the enor in the Act, 
by accident, the other day. I remember well 
getting into <.1 rnnddle about it r-;mne years a.cro. 
It W.lS certainly known to e\•erybody outside the 
bwyers. This is certainly l1 funny little Bill. 
The 2nd and last section provides that-

.. This Act shall he llCelllect. to have lJeen in foree from 
a.utl immediately after tllt~ 1Jaf'sing of the .said :\._et." 

That was the Probate Act of 18G7. }'ancv 
making an 1\ct retroBpecti ve over a period Of 
eighteen yen.rs ! J\ o one can tell how HHtn v 
fee.s have been paid under· those re-enacte~l 
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provi:;ions in the Act of 18G7. 'rhe Attorn8y
nenernl 8t_tyS thPre are 110118, but he is not an 
authority on stati,;tics, and I wcmld take leave 
to doubt it. At all e\·ents, the fact he tells us 
that he has just discovered this error i; per
fectly absurd. It ha:; been known to every
body--

The ATTORXEY-GE:NERAL: I clid not 
S<ty I discovered it. I said it had been dis
covered. 

The Hox. SIR 'r. i\IciLWRAITH: It has 
been only lately discovered by the lawyers, ancl 
ln·ought under the notice of the judges. I 
rernen1ber it in a will case in 187G. 

:Mr. i\IOR.EHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I ttm 
mther astonished ttt the remarks which have 
fallen from the leader of the Oppo.,ition. I 
think we ought to bA thankful even for ;mall 
mercies at the hands of the Attorney-(;eneral. 
This is his first effort, ancl it i,; rather a puny 
one, in introducing a Bill into this Hou8e. ' 

The ATTOH:NEY-G ENEllAL: No, it is not. 

::\Ir. MOREHEAD: \Vel!, at any rate, it Is 
the nwDt ilnportnnt one. I had thought, and 
hoped that he had 1n>cde thi:; discovery himself, 
th;ct it wa,; the re,;ult of diligent research, <mtl that 
he had probably suent sleepless nights in devising 
souw lllt'U.HK of ren1edyi1\g the evil he harl found 
out. But he shattered m:' theory ctt one blow. 
He HayN it wa:5 an accidental cliF~covery-it wa:-; 
not the result of any research on the part of the 
princi!'lal legal advi,;er of the Ct·own; but the 
acciclent lutving been reported to hirn, he take~ 
this opportunity of bringing in this small mea;ure. 
He pleads fm it on the ground that it is only 
a little one, m1d he asks for mercy >et the 
hrtnd~ of the House; a larger 1neasure niight 
have more fully developed the great erudition 
which we are a1l ttwa.re the _._t\.ttorney-G-enera.l 
po:;sesses in such a large degree. I reaily cannot 
see what will he the effect of this 2nd clause. 
It says the Act shall be deemed to have been in 
force since the passing· of the said Act. \Vhich 
i» the said Act: Tl;e :Probate ""et of 1S()7 or 
the 1:-ltamp JJuties Act of lS!ili "! I ,;m perfectly 
eertain the Prentier ca.nnot have had ::.tnything 
to clo with the drafting of this Bill. 

The l'RK.\IIElt : I take the rPspom;ibility 
of it. 

Mr. :'\IOREHEAD : l am glad tlmt the hon. 
gentleman does nut assert tlmt he drafted it ; 
hut I am \ ery sorry that he lu'" takeu the 
responsibility of it. If it is to be RD retrospective, 
are all the accounts tlmt luwe lJeen paid under it 
to be returned ? 

'I, he PJlE:\IIE I-{ : rrhe~:;e acconnt''" have never 
been paid except during the last nwnth or KO, 

<mcl they will have to be returned. 

1\Ir. MOHEHEAJ): Those tlmt lmvc: 1Jeen 
paid during the laot month will httve to 
be returned! Well, it iH the fir,;t time I ha\·e 
ever heard of a GovPrnnlent returning rnoney, 
eepecially a legal Government. I am de
lighted to see the _A_ttorney-Ci-eneral 11ose in the 
new and unex}lected l'{)le of a legisla.tm·, and 
I am perfectly cert;cin that .some of the 'up
]'Cll"ters of the r:overnrnent will claos this Bill, 
110 doubt, cu; one of the nwHt in1portant IneaBnre::; 
passed during the existence of thi,; Parliament, 
nlthongh they generally take on picnicking excur
sion::; ":JOlllU hon. n1em bers to ruake speeches and 
:-:ay they are the n1ost progressive Governn1ent 
tha.t ever lived, and have pa.s.sed rnore rnea:-:ure::; 
thnn nuy other. They 1night pas ... a great u1any 
mea,mreH of this kind without fillin~- np the 
Statute-book. However, I will congmLPlate 
the Attmney-General, in his third year here, 
upon having intro<..lneed rmch an intereHting 
Bill. ln the c.:our~e of time he uuLy give u~ a 

whole sheet, if he g-oes on like this. Let us hope 
that they "·ill hand his name clown to po~terity 
as one of the greate\t legi~lators of the colony. 
I <'annot altogether agree with thi,;; hut still, as 
it iH his maiden effort, it i:; not so bad. It is a 
little like the " pot-hoob" that a child makes 
when he is learning to write. It is a little mixed; 
hut in a little while, under the careful tutelage 
of the Premier, no doubt he will be ,;ble to turn 
out a more finished article. 

Question put ,;nd par;sed, and the committal 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for tu
InorTow. 

LIC.EKSIXG BILL-RESUMPTION OF 
CO::\l:MITTEE. 

U pun the Order of the Day being read the 
House went into Committee for the further con
,;ideration of this Bill. 

Question-That clause 7, as amended, stan<l 
part of the Bill-put. 

On motion of the l'HEJ\IIER, the clausfl was 
further amunded, ;o as to read ,;s follows, and 
agreed to:-

.. Xo per~on who i:-;-
(u) .. 1 rcgbtercd spirit merchant or the holder of a 

licensed Yictua.ller's or wiuc-~~;cllcr'~ license, or of 
a billiard license or bagatelle license: or 

1Ul 'rllc mYner, latullord, or mortgagee of any house 
within the district used or licensed for the 1-'alc 
of liquor, or for IJlaying at billiards or baga
telle; or 

ic) .. 1._ brewer or distiller ; or 
1rl1 An ofriccr or agent of any society interested in 

}lrevcntilJg the sale of li(1nor; m· 
1e1 A director, nutm1';.;'Cl', or ollkcr of a joint-sloek 

emupauy carrying on the busiUCf;8 of rcgistcrecl 
spi1 it merch<tuts or of brewers or distillers; or 

1,/') A director, manager, or ofli.cer of a corporation. 
joint-stock company, or building· society, behl;.!' 
mortgagees of any house \vithin the district 
used or licensed for the sale of lifgwr, or for 
playing at billiards or bagatelle. or in respect of 
whkh an applicatio11 is made for a license 
nndet· this Act: 

shall he appointed or act as a licensing jnstice. 
.. ~\_ny jnstic~J appointed as n licensing· jm;ticc for a 

district. who, (luring his term of office, becomes sncli 
owner. landh)l'(l, mortgagee, or an oflie'T or agent of 
a 1-:'ociety intereste>cl in preventing the sale of lirpwr; 
or a di1'ector, manager, or ottieer ot' any snch corpora
tion, joint-stock colllpany, or buil!'Ung society, as afore
said, ~hnll immediately eea::;e to bG a liecn~iug justice. 

".Xo dmirm:ln of n local authority, or jnl:'ticc nomi
nated antl ap}Jointcd in hh; stead, f'hall, as n 
lieeu::-ing jnstiee. adjucliea.tc iu any ease ari::-iug nnde1· 
this .\ctiure~pcet ofpremi::;es ~itnated, or of n-n otl'cneo 
committed, outside of the boundaries of the mHuici
vality or tlivision." 

On cl,;use 8--
,, .tuy justice dis(1ualilietl hy the last prceeding section, 

who, aft.er bct";min).!' so disqnali1icd, sit~ as a liecnsin;.:
jnstir~c, orkumvitJgly orwHfnllyaets in any 'vay m; sneh 
jnstir·e, shall for every such offenef' be liable to a 
penalty not cx('eeLlillg tell pouuds and not le:-:~ than th·c 
ponuds"-

The PEEMIEH, in reply to the Hon. ,T. M. 
l\IACllO~~AX, said he was willing to omit the 
word:-:~ ~~knowingly or wilfully" before the word 
''act,;," and to insert them before the word 
"::;its." He would uwve an <.tinenchuent accord
ingly. 

..:.\..Inenchnent agreed to. 
Clau;e, as amended, passed. 
Claut5e H-" .._..\.pvointiuent of licensing ju~tices 

to be annual, etc."-passed with a verbttl amend
ment. 

ClauHe 10·-" Proceeding before a lieeut;ing· 
:.Luthority a judieial proceeding "- pa~~ed <1':1 

printed. 

On cl,;nse 11, as follows :-
,, E\'Cl'Y anthoriLy by t.lti)5 Act confcrl'cd 011 jnsti1•r.s 

~hall he cxerei.-;c1l lJ~· a polien magi~traiC' or two ur mon· 
liecu~ing justices uf tllC lli~trit't iu whit:ll the autlwrity 
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is to he exercised, and every offence. act, omission, or 
neglect, for which by this Act :my pnnh;hmcnt by way 
of penalty or forfeiture may be intlictcd. shall, if the 
same is not by this Ant. def'lared to be :t misdemeanour, 
or directed or permitted by i 'L to be hcnrd m· deter
mined before ~ome other court or authority, be Jn·n
~ecntetl, antl every .sneh penalty or forfeiture shall 1Je 
rccoverecl, l)Cfore a police n1agbtrate or two or more 
liecusing justice-. of the district in 'vhieh the olfcnee, 
act. omi~~ion. or neglect was eommitted, or tl1e penalty 
or forfeiture incnned. 

" Ancl every }Jolice magistrate, or two or more lieC\n~
ing jlt.;;ticcs ~itting for the }HHposes of this Aet, shall 
have and excrr,ise all the ordinary powers of jnstices in 
}Jetty s.e:-;sions." 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWHAITH said the 
nu1nber of 1nernbers constituting a licensing 
authority was unrestricted, and the latter part 
of that clause mctde tw0 a f]Uorum. vVould it 
not be better to me~ke it a pmportion of the 
licensing justices appointed for the di:;;trict? 11\n· 
instance, in a place like Bri,bane there might be 
twenty or thirty justices appointed as lkensing 
juRtice~, and in Ruch a. case two would be a very 
small quorum. \Vould it not be better to make 
it a larger proportion than that? 

The .PRlDUER sairl he thought not, on 
framing the Bill. Licensing justices hrrd many 
other duties to perforn1 be~ide~ gr::-tnting license:; ; 
they had an exclusive authority for dm>ling with 
many offence;; ttgainst the provisions of the Bill, 
and it n1ight be difficnltsornetirnes to get a larger 
quorum than was proposed for tlmt purpose. It 
was only in large towns where sul)h a case as 
the hon. member referred to might ari;;e. The 
matter was very fully considered befnre the 
clause was drafted, and he thought the form in 
which it stood was the most convenient. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 12 and 13-" Governor may proclaim 

special districts," and "Governor 1nay appoint 
inspectors anrl sub - inspector,,"- passed a" 
printed. 

On clause 14, as follows :-
"A (}U<Lrterly meeting of the licensing authority for 

each licensing district shall be hehl at the place 
appointed for holding the principal court of petty 
se::;::;ions in the district, at ten o'clock in the forenoon 
on the first Wednesday in the months of JanmLry, 
April, .Tuly, and October in every year, for the considera
tion of applieations for lieen~-t\S and certi1icutes, and 
the renewal, transfer, and removal of licenses, under 
this Act. Rnt the Governor in Council may d1rect tllat, 
in any district which comprises one or more munici
palitie~, special meetings of the licensing authority shall 
be held for such purposes, at the same honr, on the first 
Wednesday in the mouths of I<~cbruary, }larch, :\Iay, 
.Tune, ~\._ngust, September, Xovember. and December in 
every year, in addition to snch quarterly meetings. 

" Anv sneh dir .. ,ction shall be notified in the Gcr~ette. 
•• 'fh8 police magistrate if he is present shall be the 

chairman at every such meeting; and in his ab,•;ence, 
or in case there is no police magistrate, the justicp-, 
present shall elect a chairman for the day from amongst 
themselves; and in f*Jtse of an equality of votes on any 
question, the chairman shall have a, second or casting 
vote." 

Mr. ::\IACFARLANJ~ said the first part of 
the clam'e provided for quarterly meetings of 
the board, ttnd then there was a provision for 
monthly meetings. It was his impreSbion, after 
speaking to some member" of the board-business 
men, whose time was pretty well taken up
that it would answer all the purposes if the 
board "at only once a quarter. It often happened 
that when a license was refused for a house 
one month the application would be renewed the 
following month. If the board sat only quarterly 
it would obviate a great deal of trouble both to 
the licensing board and to the general public of 
the district. In certain districts, South Bris
bane for example, about a yeu,r ago it waR quite 
common to see, month aftermonth, licenses applied 
for for the same premises. 'rh at imposed a great 
deal of trouble on the board and also on the dis
trict, because they could not always be on the 

alert for the purpose of defeating those persons 
when they applied for licenses. He therefore 
proposed to amend the clause by omitting ttll the 
wonls fron1 "But " to '' Ga::.ette. '~ 

The PHKHIE lt said at the present time 
special monthly meetings were allowed to be held, 
ttnd he never hmcrd of that system being abused. 
He did not think " licerhing authority wa.s 
likely to gmnt ttn ttpplication for a license which 
had been refused the month before. He did not 
know that it \VaR of rnuch conset1nence whether 
the mecting.s were held monthly or fjnarterly. 
He found the provision in the law, and did not 
see any sufficient reason for altering it. 

'rhe Hox. SrR T. }IciLWRAITH asked 
how the argumeut the Premier had used with 
regard to the 11th clause would apply there? 
'rhc hon. member said that the functions of the 
li('ensing u,uthority were not confined to grrLnt
ins liceriRes, bnt extended to dealing with all 
offence,, under the Act. Quarterly meetings 
wnnld be qnite :.;nfficient fnr sirnply granting 
licenses. 

The PRE'\1IE1t said the clause only relnted 
to tneetings he1d •' for the con.:;icleratinu of 
applications for licenses and certificcttes, and the 
renewa.l, transfer, and Tetnov~tl of licenses." ~rhe 
board might sit at any time to exercise their 
power as a conrt of criminal jurisdiction. fie 
forgot to point out, \Vben clause 11 was under 
consideration, the pro\·isions in clause 1G relating 
to a fLUorum. He had intended to add to clau'e 
11 the words "except as hsreinafter provided." 

The Hox. Sw T. :\I oiL \V llAITH said he 
saw no objection to the amendment if the 
quarterly meetings were simply for the purprme 
of licensing. Hac! the Premier, from his expe
rience, any rettson to suppose that any difficulty 
woulcl accrue frmn special rneetings being held? 

The PILK\liER said he did not remember ttny 
case con1ing under his notice at all. The only 
case" in which it occurred to him that any diffi
culty might nrise were cases nf transfer or re
moval ; and he presumed the monthly meetings 
would only be for the pur]JOSe of dealing with 
special cases like tlmt. As far as new licenses 
were concerned, once a quttrter would be quite 
enough. 

Mr. l\IACF"~HLAKE said that in the great 
city of Glasgow licenset~ were only granted once 
a year, and tmnsfer;; twice a year. If they 
could do that in a city with three-rJUiilrters of tt 
million inhauita.nts, the same might very well 
apply to a place like Queensland. He knew it 
would be a very gre:tt convenience to the board 
and the public if the amendment wtt.s carried. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Clauses 15 and 1G-" Quorum," and "Ad
journment when no quorum"-passed with con
sequential amendments. 

On clause 17, as follows :-
" rl'llC derk of petty sessions shall giye to eYery 

licensing justice appointed for the tlistrict, if licensing 
justices ha ye been ~o appointed, and to eYery justice 
usually acting for and re~iding in the district, if none 
hnve been so appointed, fourteen dayt:;' notice in ·writing 
of the time and place of each quarterly meeting of 
every licensing authority, and seven days' notice of the 
time antl place of each monthly meeting, and three 
days' notice of every adjourned meeting consequent 
upon the absence of a quorum. 

"~\.copy of sueh notice ~hall be exhibited by the drrk 
of petty sessions. on the door or other c.-mspicuous 
place on the outside of the court-house or building, 
where meetings of the licensing authority are appointed 
to be held" 

The PRE;yiiER moved that the word '' every" 
be omitted from the phm"e "quarterly meeting 
of every licensing authority," with the view of 
inserting the word "the." 

Amendment put and passed. 



91(1 Licensing Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Licensing Bill. 

The PRR:\UJ,;R move<l the omission of the 
words, "and seven d:ty:-:;' notice of the tirne a..nd 
])lace of e:1ch 1nnnthly meetinb··" 

Amendment put and agtecd to. 

}fr. \VAKKB'IELD said the clau'e pruvicled 
for giving notice to lice-nsing jw:;tice.-. of the 
q narterly meeting. He ha<l had a little expe
ritnce of those licensing authorities, having been 
a member of one for three years, from 1SH2 to 
1H8i). ]Jnl'ing those yea,r~ he represented an 
outside district on the licen~ing Leneh, nnd 
on no occaRion was notice given hiln to enaLle 
him to attend the annual inspection of licensed 
houses in his district. The other me m hers of the 
bench visited the district, came to conclnsion,., a<l· 
jonrued licenses, and rnarle alterations of inlpor
tanee, and he ha<l no opj•ortunity of having a 
voice in the rnatter. Xotice of every rneeting 
Khould be given to every Ineruber of the licensing 
board. 

The PHKI\HEll said it lutd already been pro· 
videcl that there should only he quarterly meet
ings of the licensing board. 'Vhen offences 
were to be heard it would be the duty, be 
believed, of the clerk of petty' sessions to ~ee tlmt 
the justices were informe<l; bnt if a man w:cs 
charged with l1eing dmnk and di,orderly it 
wonl<l be impmcticable that every justice en
title<l to sit on the bench should have notice of 
the proceedings. The difficnlty pointed ont by 
the hon. member for :\Ioreton wonld be met 
hv the licensing authorities asking the clerk 
of petty sessions of the district to let them 
know when a case was likely to come before the 
court to be dca,Jt with by the licensing authority. 
If any application were made to the Colonial 
Secretary's llepartment the neces'm'Y instruc
tions wonld be given at once, 

'l'he HoN. Srn T. ::UoiLWRAITH ""id that 
three clays' notice of an adjourned meeting would 
be qnite insufficient in an outside district. It 
might do very well for Brisbane and some other 
places where justices could be got together in a 
short time, but it wonld he absolutely useless in 
any of the outside districts. It ought to be seven 
days at least. 

The PREMIER said he had no objection to 
n!ake it seven days, and he would move that 
the word " three" be omitted, with the view of 
inserting the word '' seven." 

Mr. \V A KEFIELD said he was not alluding 
to the sittings of the bench, but to the private 
inspections which had been formerly done by the 
police, but were at present-am! very properly
done by the board, the remit being a very great 
improvement in the chamcter of the honses. He 
was alluding to the Brisbane bench, upon which 
he represented Sandgate for three years. During 
the whole of that period he never had an oppor
tunity of inspecting the houses at Sandgate with 
the Bri.,bane bench. 

The PHEMIER said that was a matter that 
was scarcely provided for by the Bill, as it clicl 
not compel the licensing authority to visit 
houses. The board ought to gi y·e notice to the 
various members of what they intended to do, 
unless the thing could be done by an instruction 
from the Colonial Secretary's Office to the clerk 
of petty sessions or the inspector of the district. 
That would be the most convenient way of eloine; 
it. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The HoN. Sm T. MoiL\VRAITH said clause 

14 provided for quarterly meetings for the pur
pose of considering llpplications for licenses and 
certificates, and the renewal, transfer, and 
removal of licenses; and clause 11 provided that 
every "uthority by the Bill conferred upon 
justices should be exercised by a police magistrate 

or two or 1nore licensing justices of a di~trict. 
~rh ere wn~ no saving in clause 14, seeing tha,t the 

1 special object uf that (1uarterly rnei'ting \Va8 to 
grant licenses and transfers. 

The PRE:\IIER said the hon. gentleman had 
not paid hilu the cmnplirnent of listening to 
what he had just said. He had pointecl out that 
there was an inconsistency between the two 
clau.-:;es which he forgot to rnention when they 
were p:1ssed. It would be necessary to recommit 
clause 11 and insert the worcb, "except as is 
hereinafter otherwise provided." Clause lii 
provided that fuur members of the board, or the 
po1ice n1agbtrate and two licen::-;ing justjces, 
shtnll(l fot•tn a qnorurn ~ und if there wa~ no 
quorum the eonrt \mnld be adjourned until 
there was one. 

Clause, as amended, put and passe<!. 
Clanse 18 passed as printed. 
On chcuse l!J--" Clerks of petty se"'ions to keep 

regi,~ter of licen8es, etc.--prepare lists of applica
tions-~tffix copies in and outside of court-house 
-Idport as to previou:~ aptJlicatinns-notify 
appliva.tion to in::lpect<n·-forward notice of 
objection to inspectot•-,send notice of objectionB 
to app1icant.:;-f£enerally perfonn dutie::; and give 
notic\:'S under .1\.ct-penalty for neglect"-

'rhe HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRATTHsaid he had 
not minutely examined the Act to find out if 
those conditionH were the saine a~"~ those passed 
before, and he did not know if there had been 
any alteration. Had ccny change been made? 

The PH.K\IIER said he did not think there 
were any alterations except vetbal ones, so far 
as he coulrl remember. He wished to amend the 
second provision by the omis,;ion of the words 
"and seven dayB before every special n1onthly 
meeting," in the 24th and 25th lines. 

r\.Inendnlent agreed to. 
:\Ir. JESSOP s;tid that, under subsection 7, 

notice in writing rnust be given to the applicrtnt 
when any objection had been made, three clear 
days before the clay appointed for the hearing 
of such application. It was almost impossible to 
apply th11t clause to the country districts. It 
frequently happened that mails were delivered 
only once a week-on Saturdays, for instance. 
He thought fourteen days' notice should he given, 
as penple had to come sometimes 200 or 300miles 
to apply for licenses. 

The PREMIEE said that on looking at the 
provision he f-<t\V that it \Yas unnecesFmry and 
inconsistent with clause 47, and he was glad the 
hon. member had called attention to it. Clause 
47 required sPven days' notice of objection to be 
gi Yen to the "pplicllnt and to the clerk of petty 
sessions before the time of hearing. The pro
vision in subsection 7 was therefore unnecessary, 
and he moved that it be omitted. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and paqsecl. 

On clause 20, as follows:
'' 'l'he insveetor shall~ 

(11 ProYide himself with a copy of the register 
llirected by this Actio be kept h~· the clerk or 
petty set>::;ions, and from time to time inform 
himself oft he alt~ratiou~ ma(lc in such cgh;ter, 
and correct hi~ (:opy :tccordingly; 

(~ 1 Inform himself of the manner in which all pre
r.ti::;r:!R licensed under this J.ct 1vithinthe distriet 
are conducted aud kept, and whether the pro
visions of this Act in rei<Ltion to such premises, 
anci the management thereof by the licensee, 
have been and are observed ; 

(.J) Imm·.:;diately on receipt of any notice sent to 
him by the clerk of petty ses~ions, as by this 
AC',t i:-0 Uireeted, inspect all premises and vessels 
in the district respecting which auy applica
tion for a licensP, or the renewal. transfer, or 
removal of a license, has been notiiied as 
intended to be made; and if he believes that the 
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provision,:.; of this Act with respect to any such 
premises or ve~sels are fnlly comylied with. 
forthwith giYe to the applicant, or per::;on in 
diHrge of the preml~c:-:; or vessel, a C''-""lrtiticatc as 
near ns mav b8 in sueh one of the forms eon
t,;tincd in ihc third schcdnle hereto as is 
Hl)plieablP ; but if he finds that such provisions 
haYe uot been eomplicd with. vdthhold sneh 
<•,ertiti.C'a,tc, and report hi•\ refusal, \Yith a state
ment of tile gronnds thel'CO~, to the elerk of 
petty set:'sions. at least seYen clom· d::tys bdore 
the flay appointed for the hearing ot any snch 
application; 

(4) .:\T<tke a report to the clerk of petty sessions at 
least three f'le;tr day:-> hefore the day appointed 
for the hearl11g of the &jJplicatiou upon all 
notiee:<. of objection to :tny application for a 
licen-;e, or renevml, transfer. or removal of a 
licm1~c. which he has ref~tiYcd in pnrsnanf'e of 
this _\.et; 

\5! ~utend at. the quart(•rly and monthly meeting~ 
of the licen~ing nnthority, antl on an~ other 
oceasion when reqnirecl by UIC licensing· antho
rit~·; and make all inspeetion~. ex~tminntious, 
null reports required or direetetl by the liceiJ:s
ing authority." 

The PREMIER said an amendment was 
necessary in subsection 5. He moved that the 
words "and monthly" in the 1st line of that sub
section be omitted. 

Hr. CHUBB sugo;ested that it would rw only 
fair to gil·e the applicant a copy of the inspec· 
tor's report showing thf: groundR upon which he 
withheld hiH certificate. 

The PREMIER said if the inspector gave his 
certificate the aFplicant would know that he was 
all right; and if it was refused he woulclluwe a 
very good notion why it was refused, because he 
would be present and see the inspector when he 
went round. 

Mr. JESSOP said subs0ction 4 provid,·;d that 
the inspector should make a report to the clerk 
of pett~· ses,;ions only three day' before the 
hearing. 

The PRE;\IIER: That is for the informtttion 
of the justices. 

Mr .• JESSOP said the ttpplicant should be 
entitled to know what the report against him 
was, so that he might have time to defend him
self. 

The PREJ\liEH said the applicant would 
have time enongh. The inspector must make 
his report three clear clays before the hearing ; 
the objection must be sent in seven days before, 
and some time must be allowed for the inspector 
to take notice of the objection and make his 
report. Four days were allowed for that. Snrely 
that was snfficient time. 

:Mr. JESSOP said that did not give the 
applicant time, ancl he might not know what 
the report or the objection was. 

The PREMIER said the objection was served 
upon the applicant seven days before the time 
of hearing the application. It was aloo served 
upon the clerk of petty se<sions, who would 
give it to the inspector. The inspector had then 
four clays to send in his report to the clerk of 
petty sessiono, anrl it must be in his own hands 
three clays before the hearing. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. member for Dalby was referring to cases 
in which the inspector himself might object. 
If the inspector was the objector, according to 
the clause he would not ue required to send in 
his objection until three clays before the case was 

eard. 
The PRE:VIIEH said the 47th Hection provided 

that notice of objection must be given seven 
clear days before the time of hearing. The 
inspector would only report upon notice of objec
tion being given to him. He would not report 
on an objection that he made himself. 

::VIr. ALAND said the hon. member for More
ton h:vl informed the Committee that the 
licen::;ing bench of ''vhich he \vas a 1nen1ber 1Htd 
gone round and in:-;pected various pnblic-honNe~ 
in that district. He (Mr. A land) knew that in 
other di,,tricts members of licensing l>enches hac! 
done the same tbiug, and he would like the 
Colonial ::lecretarv to inform the Committee 
whether licen"jing hencht:':.; had po,ver to go round 
and in.:;pect public-house~ before granting licenties, 
or whether that work was to be loft to the 
inspectors provided for in the Bill. 

The PHK\HER saicl there was nothing in the 
Bill exprm;;::;ly Hayinb tha,t licensing benche~ 
should be entitlecl to inspect premises, and he 
thought it would not be wise to insert "'eh n 
provisinn. The result might ue that if no special 
licensing justiceK \VEll'~'' appointed every jnHtice 
would be entitle"! to inspect m·ery pnblic-honse 
in the district. I)ractically, licen~.dng jnsticeN 
had authority to ins1•ect bnilcliugs in this way : 
If the licmt.;.;ing justices expressed a desire to see 
the place which was proposed to be licensed, and 
the occupier refused to allow them to inspect it, he 
would know very well that the license would not 
be grantee!. He (the Premier) thonght that wa,, 
a, good 1Jractical \Yn,y nf enforeing their right to 
inspect. Any man who refnscd to allow the 
bench to seP what sort of premises he had would 
kuow very well that he would not g-ot his license. 
He (the Premier) thought that "as hetter than 
giving jnNtice:.; special power to inRpect. 

Mr. SALKEL D said it did not follow be
cause one 1nmnber of a licem.;ing· bench '"a'"' 
refu::;ed penni::;;.-;ion to in.-.;pect prmniseK that 
the license would be refused. He thought thlLt 
inspection~ b;..,. the licensing jnHtices were very 
benefici:cl, and would have the effect of causing 
the inspectors to carry out their duties more 
etliciently. 

The PRK\IIER said that, so far as licensed 
houses were concerned, the H7th clause gave 
authority to any justice to enter the premises at 
any hour, day or night. He was not aware of 
that when he last spoke. Xo jmtice w.mld 
grant a licenSe for new prdnise:-; if pern1ission to 
examine them was refused; and though that could 
be provided for, it waH scarcely neces>'ary to put 
the provision iuto the Bill. 

Mr .• TESSOP said he was fltill of opinion that 
the time mentioned in paragraph 4-three days 
-waH too Rhort ; a.nd unless the Prenlier \VU$ 
prepared to extend the time to seven days he 
would move an amendment to that effect. 

'l'he PRKMIEH, oaid he had already pointed 
out that the inspector got the notice of objection 
seven clays before the court sat. After that he 
must inquire whether the objection w:cs well 
founded or not before he could make his rep,rt 
-it w:<s of no use to say that he should make his 
revort the same day-=-aml at least three days 
before the court sat he must make his report. 

Amendment agreed to'; and clause, as amended, 
put ancl l'as;;ed. 

Clauses 21 and 2~ passed as printed. 

On clause 23, as follows ;-
" Lieenscs under this Act shall he of four kind::;, that 

is to say·-
(l! .\.. licensed victualler's license, whinh sh:.J.ll be as 

nearly as may be in the firsL form of the i"'ixth 
schetlule to this Act; 

(21 A wine-S~'llcr's lieense, which shall be as ne::trly 
af'l· may be in the secmHl form of the said 
schedule; 

1,3J A packet license, ·which shall be as nearl~· as 
may he in the third form of the said schedule ; 

1 .t) ...1 billiard nr bagatelle lieense, wilieh shall he as 
nearly as nutY be in the fourth form of the said 
schedule.)' · 



912 Licensing Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Licensing Bill. 

:!\Ir. DONALDSON said he ditl not know 
whether any report,; were made by the police 
from time to time in connection with the abuses 
that might arise under the clause; but h~ was 
certain from his experience in the couutry dis
tricts and in other col0nics that the wine-seller's 
license would be abused. He had known in
stance~ \V here wine licenses were granted to por
Hous who kept places for sly grog-.selling, and he 
had rt great objection to opening the door to such 
a wholestt!e eYasion of the law. The wine-grower 
might be allowed to sell his wine on the premise,; 
where it was made-and he did not care how 
small the license fee might be in such a case-but 
he was confident that if wine license.-; w~re 
granted to per-.;;ons other thm1 wiue-gro\Yers 
in the country dir-;tl'icts, .-1ly grog-selling \Vonlcl 
he resorted to, people being led to the holders 
of wine license.> ostensibly for the pm·tx'"e of 
hnying wines. 

::\Ir. ::\1ACl<'ARLAN}J said he wns ghul th<tt 
the m<>tter of the wine licBnses had been brought 
forward. Since the Bill had been before Lhe 
Honse, he had been receiving letters from differ
ent parts of the colony relating to that matter. 
One gentleman in particular informed him that 
there was a great deal of evil connected with the 
wine-growers and their gardens, as those garden!';, 
on the Sabbath day, were filled with ;I'Oung men 
and yonng women, who frequently left them at 
night in a sta.te of intoxication. He was in
formed that in some of those gardens they wld 
far more drink in a week or two than some 
publican~ diLl in a year. They were selling not 
only what they grew themselves without any 
check, but also ,,dulterated and deleterious stuff, 
and spirits as well, he supposed. His correspon
dent said that on visiting the gardens he was 
perfectly astonished, and hoped that something 
would be done to stop the drinking in them on 
the Sabl1ath day, and suggested that those 
grower,; of wine who had licens,es should have their 
licenses taken from them, ann then be allo\\'ed to 
supply wholesale houses or to have houses of 
their own in towns where they could sell their 
wine. He (J\1r. Macfarlano) thought the wine 
licenses were one of the gre:1test eYils they had to 
combat. They were simply the thin end of the 
wedge, for people would drink wine who would 
not tak~ stronger drinks. They also put a tempta
tion before young people. The unseemly meet
ings and drunken rows \vhich no'\v occurred in the 
wine gardens should not be allowed to take 
place any more. There were, he knew, other 
members who had an inclination to speak on 
the matter as well as himself. 

Mr. FOOTE said that, as he understood it, the 
wine drinking shops in the interior of the country 
were not licensed at all. The wine-growers, 
under the \Vine Growers Act, were allowed to 
grow grapes and manufacture wine, and to dis
pose of their wine in their own way. As the 
hon. member for \Varrego had remarked, it was 
very possible that spirits were introduced into 
the wine-growers' places. \Vhat he thought 
would be the proper course to adopt was that those 
places should be licensed, and that they should 
not only pay an annual license foe, but should 
be under proper supervision, the same as the 
publicans were. They should not be allowed 
to keep open on Sunday, but should close on that 
day the same as the licensed victuallers, and 
should be under tbe supervision of the police just 
as the public:<ns were. He thought their license 
fee should he £10 a year. 

The PREMIER said he understood that the 
points raised in the discussion were that the 
growers of wine should have to take out a 
license the same as other wine-selle1·s ; that there 
should not be wine licenses at all except to 
growers; and that wine-sellers, whether growers 

or otherwise, should not be allowed to sell 
on Sunda,'s. \Vith respect to the last propo
sition, he was inclined to agree with it. He did 
not see any reason \Vhy wine~growers should be 
allowed to sell on Sundays any more than publi
cans. That wa,s pointed out on the second read
ing of the Bill, and he then noted it with the view 
of carrying it out. As to the paying of a license 
fee by wine-growers~ he 'vas dispo::;ed to ag1ee 
with tlmt abo. \Vith re~pect to the proposi
tion tlmt there should be no wine-shops at all 
as distinguished from public-h.1tbes, he did not 
agree with that suggestion. He belieYed that if 
the wine-shop system was carried out wisely it 
would tend to decrease drunkenness. That, he 
believed, woultl be the result in many c,,ses; for 
encouraging the < lrinking of colonial wine, espe
cially \\'ith water, instead of other drink, would 
have an influence for goorl mthcr than an in
fluence for evil. If it turned out unsuccessful 
it could be altered, but he thought it was an 
experiment worthy to be tried. On two previous 
occasions the House had been of that opinion, 
and on those occn:;ions he ag'reed with the pro
position, and he was still inclined to think that 
it w~ts a good thing. ~As to the other points, he 
should be glad when they came to another part 
of the Bill to ame11d it, so that no wino-shop 
should be allt,wed to sell wine, whether the 
proprietor was the v.rine-rru."tker or not, unles;;; it 
had a license; and that the wine-shops should 
all close on Sundays. 

J\Ir. DONALDSON said that his objection 
was not to the selling of the wine, but to the 
abuses which were likely to arise, particularly 
in the eountrv districts. He was certain that 
the police rep;>rts of the other colonies utterly 
condemned the practice of issuing licenses for the 
sale of wine alone, and he was confident that if 
the practicil was continued hero it would open 
the door to evasions of the Licensing Act. Another 
phase of the question was that the licensed 
Yictmtllers had to pay very heavy license fees ; 
and now they proposed to take one of the publican's 
privileges from him. \Vhy should the publican 
ha ,.e every kind of competition against him? Was 
it not their object to make him as respectable as 
possible? \Vhy, then, should they license men 
to compete with him ? It would be very unfair 
to have a wine~shop con1peting \vith a good and 
respectable public-house. His rlesire was not to 
see all the public-houses in the colony swept 
away, but to try and induce respectable people 
to keep them. He felt confident that if they 
passed the clause as it stood such abuses would 
take place that there would afterwards have to 
be an amendment of the law. He had no desire 
to take away the privilege r)f the wineMgrowers 
to sell their wine. Let them pay » fee, of course. 
But if others were allowed to take out wine 
licenses there would be somethin~ else than wine 
sold in their places. 

Mr. ALAND said that a wine-shop, whether 
licensed or unlicensed, would be open to abuse. 
As for the publican, he had to pay a higher 
license fee, but it must be borne in mind that 
he had a larger range of articles which he might 
sell. A wine-grower could only sell colonial 
wine, whilst the licensed victualler could sell 
every kind of spirits manufactured, and had, of 
course, to pay a larger license fee for that privi
lege. He did not think the wine-shops would be 
so liable to abuse as the hon. member for vV arrego 
supposed. They would be placed under the same 
supervision as the public-houses, and would be open 
for inspection the same as other licensed houses. 

Mr. DONALDSO~ said the hon. member 
appeared to forget that the publicans had a 
great deal more to pay for than their licenses. 

Mr. ALAND: So has the wine-seller. 
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Mr. DON AI,DSO:N sai<l th« wine-seller would 
only re<Juire a small room in which to sell hi:; wine, 
where'" the Jmblic•m was obliged by the Act 
to erect la.rge pre.mises and ppovide specified 
accotnmodation. He was referring now to 
cities. vVhat he had s>tid, however, was tb.ct 
in the country districts, if a wine license vvac.; 
taken out, it would not he wine alone tlmt would 
he sold. That had been proved in the other 
colonies by the reports of the police. \Vhen they 
went into tho8e pbce,; they Rmv the wine there, 
:1nd they saw men <lrnnk, :1nrl they were told 
that the men got drunk on colonial wine. The 
Ha me thing woulcl be said here if tho:'ie licenseK 
were permitted. 

Mr. :NORTO:N said he belie\'8<1 the wine· 
;.;hops, if under proper Rupervision, \Vere desir
able. In a town like Brisbane, so fnr a,; the 
evil effects of drink were cnneernecl, \vino-~hop;.; 
wonld be prefer.chle to pnhlic-honse•<, as the 
li<Jnor supplied in them wonl<l not be so 
injnriouR. There was a good dP2Ll in \vhat the 
hon. memher for \Varrego lmd saicl. It was 
in the case of wine-shops in the cmllltry 
districts, where they \\'onld not lJe under 
such close supervision, tlutt the clan~·er ca1ne 
in. '1-,here was another qnestion--nnmely, as 
to the right \V hi eh wine~gro\ver.-; now had to sell 
their own wine-and it was a seriou:-; question. 
He had not seen anything in thi:o colony of 
which he conld spm~k personnlly, hut he hat! 
heard others cnmplain of what was <lone in the 
other colonies, and of the great evil~ that arose 
fron1 allowing wine-grower:-3 to retail their own 
wine on their premises. Son1e of tho~,e hrnmes 
·were nwre than a qnaxter of a 1nile front the 
road, and in 1nany ca,,el'l not only \·dne but other 
li<Juors were supplied. They were nllowed to 
distil spirits to fortify their wine. 

The PREMIER: They pay no lic,mse now. 
::\Ir. KORTOX said he knew that; bnt they 

ought to pay a license, and they ,,houlcl be pre
vented frmn retailing wine and 8elling ~pjrits. }le 
knew it was not ailowed by the Ad, but it was 
done for all that. He had hitn,;clf bought spirits 
:1t such nplace in New South \Vales, and the per
Ron::-; n1acle no Recret of the practice 1mt folln\vod 
it openly. He intended to refer to a matter 
which he had rderred to once lJefore, when the 
Licensing Bill wa,; before the House. That was 
in regard to pril'ate bars. 

The PREMIER said he thought that mts 
practically dealt with by providing that a licemecl 
victualler need not, unlc,;s he thought fit, keep 
a har. That matter was dealt with by the GRth 
clause. He remembered when the hem. ll'emher 
brought the matter up before-and there was a 
great deal in it, but the difficulty was that it 
was considered dangerous to allow that pri vilo;,e. 
By proYiding that a licensed victualler need not 
open a public h"r he thought they wol!ld really 
meet the case mentioned by the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. NOR TON said he had referred to it on the 
second reading of the Bill, and since then he had 
been looking over what took place before, when 
the Premier bimself-who was then leader of 
the Opposition-pointed out that it would not be 
at all the same, beetnse when the then Colonial 
Secretary (Mr. Palrner), when he (Mr. Norton) 
brought forwnr<l an an1endtnent, suggested that 
it should he optional with the hotel-keeper to 
have a bar or not, if he chose, it was pointed out 
by the hon. member opposite that that would not 
do. This was what the hon. member then said:-

"If the amendment was n, dc~irable one he tlid 
not think it oug-ht to he rejceted because it would 
involve a little extra. tronhle: and the C~ll 1nial SePre
tary might rely npon the as~iStanco of t.he Committee 
to point out the fnrther con~eqnrntial amendment~ 
'vhich would become necrs~a.rv. 'l~he matter of two 
hours' trouble or It ss shoulrl noi, considering tlw ,:;;hort 
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time thnt the IIonse had been in session, detm· the 
( ~overmnenL from adopting a desirable amendment. He 
wonltl I>oint out some oftllo cluuses aplJlieablo t.o private 
lod.giug-honses, which vmnld have to be altered if no 
spe(~ial provisio11 '\VH$ madn for them. Clanse tprovide<l 
thht tile nnme mn·~t lJe ]Jainted 11p OYer the door; and. 
a.~ a lltatt,~r of faet, the ins(•ription as presnribed woulrt 
be inror~·f•(•t. beean·-:e thl·"c hotels wonl be licensed for 
lodgr-r:-~ onl~c. Then tile lwcper~ of ::-.uch houses must 
kr~ep their lamps li~l1tcd, aml mu~t measure lhpwr 
i11 half-piuts. and BOon. If on a 1mhlic higlrway-as the 
hom;r-·~ llJUBi nearly always be-the J..:ecver, by f'lause 
GO, nmst proYi(tC for travellers. and mnst 1ind forage 
arul stahlillg ~WCOllllllOt1a1ion for four horses at lPast. 
The Bill would br:, in faet. dealing with two distinct 
nnd S'J]Hll'ate cla~~:;e:-;_ The bnsines·.; of supplying drink 
and aecmnmodatinn for all cm nu·~ was a. Yt>ry different 
thing from the l)nBine"s oi supplying liquors as food to 
lor1.!:fm";; liviwr in the hon~e and sckctcd by the person 
keeping tlte house. Again, with reference to music. 
unlr.s~ t'peeial provision 'vas made, people living in a 
priyato lloarding-hou:-;e 'vonld uot be all<nved to have 
auy lltusie without fil'::-11. obtaining a special lif>ense. 
'l'lley \vonlclnot even b2 allowed to play a game of earcls 
together. The two thing.-; were, in fact. entirely dis
tinct.. 'l'be Committee generally approved of the pro
position. mHl he hoped the Colonial Seeretary would 
not lJc deterred bjr fear of a little extra trouble from 
accepting a most vr;,luable amendment to the propo.sed 
law." 

Those were some of the objections which the 
Premier-who wrrs then leader of the Opposition 
-i'ointed out to the proposal which was now 
embotlied in the Bill, n,nd he thought what he 
hacl read was sufficient to show that it would 
not meet the whole case. The Premier himself 
wn,c~ a very ~ti·on_g ~mpporter of the a1nendment 
which he (Mr. Korton) proposed, and was pre
pared to do all he conicl to assist him if it was 
agreed to by the House. At the time the re
nmrl" which he had just re>td were made, the 
proposal wa< not accepted by the gentleman 
who had charge of the Bill, thuugh it was 
accepted aftennwds, as was also the proposal 
of the hon. member to g-mnt grocers' licenses. 
He though tit was a desirable thing that a provision 
for granting licenses to prh~ate boarding-house:;; 
Rhould be aclopted, because if that measure 
ue<·ccme law it would in nil probability be a long 
time before anv further amendment was made 
in the licensinghw. If the matter deser;-ed any 
consi<lemtion at all, he thought the present was 
the time to deal with it. In saying so much on 
that question he must apologise for not having 
referred to it on the second reading of the 
Bill. He would have done so but he thought 
at the time that everything that he wanted 
would be sufficiently provided fur in the 
Bill. He would ask the Premier, seeing 
that the hon. g-entleman had previously ex
pres;;ed such " favourable opinion on the sub
ject, to <"ctrry out the sug-gestion, and not he 
]We1·ented from doing so because it would per
haps delay the Bill for two or three hours. It 
was not neces,;ary for him (IYir. N orton) to tell 
the hon. gentleman the difficulties which were 
now experienced by the proprietors of private 
boarding--houses in the matter, because it was well 
known that there were times when they re<]nired 
to supply lodgers with liquor of some kind. Now 
the Committee had an opportunity of removing 
those difficulties, and he hoped the Premier 
would agree to do it. 

The PREMIER said he remembered that he 
had change<! his miml a f(Ood deal about some 
things under cliscussion at the time referred to 
by tlte hon. member. He (the Premier) was 
then in favour of a grocer's license, but he after
vards came to th~ conclusion that it would be a 
great mistake ; and in the same way he had 
come to the conclusion that a lodging-house 
license would be a mistake. The idea of course 
was, that private lodging--houses where liquor 
was sold shoul<l not he under supervision. If 
they provided that there should be supervision, 
then there would he no distinction between them 
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and a public-house without a bar ; and if there 
was no supervision, then all the possible evil 
attached to the sale of liquor was at once 
authorised. He dared say that they might trust 
a particularly respectable lodging-house keeper, 
but they made laws to catch the worst kind of 
people. Suppm;e they were to provide that 
licenses should be granted to eminently respect
able persons at the discretion of the j nstices ; in 
some parts of the colony that discretion might 
be very capriciously exercised. Ho thonght it was 
was better not to make the snggested amendment. 

Mr. NOR TON said he could hardly follow the 
Premier as far as he went. It appeared to him 
that there was practically no supervision for 
places licensed to sell wine, except those in towns 
or in the vicinity of towns, am! they would do just 
as much harm as would be clone by private 
boarding-houses, if they were licensed. He did 
not think the granting of licenses to boa.rding
houses would lead to any abuses, but if it did 
tha.t would lead to the cancellation of the license. 
For his part, he thoug·ht there should be super
vision over all boarding-houses. In England, 
lodging-houses were under very strict supervision, 
and the keepers had to observe a number of 
regulations which would be considered very 
arbitrary if proposed in this colony. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 24, as follows :-
"No license under this Act shall he granted or 

transferred to, or held by, any of the follmving persons, 
that is to say:-

(a) A person holding office or employment under the 
Government; 

(b) A constable or bailiff; 
(c) A licensed auctioneer; 
<rl) A brewer or distiller; 
(e) A wholesale spirit-dealer, or wholesale dealer in 

wine or beer ; 
([} A person actually undergoing a sentence for 

a,ny criminal offence. 
" Nor shall any licensed victua.Uer's or wine-seller's 

licenHe be granted in respect of premises of which a 
constable or bailiff is the owner, or in which he is 
interested." 

Mr. NORTON asked the Premier whether a 
married woman could hold a license under the 
Bill? He knew that in some ca.ses--such as 
where her husband was incapacitated-a married 
woman was allowed to hold a license. 

The PREMIER said there was nothing in the 
Bill specially prohibiting the granting of a license 
to married women, and he did not see why a 
married woman separated from her husbanrl by 
a judicial or protection order should not be 
allowed to hold a license. There were, however, 
some instances in which a woman could not get 
a protection order, and there was nothing in the 
Bill to prohibit a woman in such a case from 
obtaining a license. It was just as well it should 
be so. Suppose a man was convicted of man
slaughter, there was no reason why his wife 
should not be allowed to keep a public-house. 
He thought it was as well to let the matter stand 
as it was and leave it to the discretion of the 
justices. 

Mr. NORTON said he quite agreed with the 
Premier that it should be so, but he was not 
sure that it was, and that was the reason he 
asked the question. 

Mr. MAO:FARLANE said he would like to 
ask a question in reference to subsection (a,), 
which provided that a person holding off.ce or 
employment under the Government should not 
be allowed to bold a license. Did that include a 
Government contractor? 

The PREMIER : No. 
Mr. MAOF ARLANE said his rea3on for 

asking was, that he had known contractors doing 
work for the Government to hold a license for 
the sale of intoxicating drink. He thought it 

was a very pernicious practice, and that it would 
be better to exclude them, sn as to make the 
Bill as perfect as possible. 

The PREMIER said that would depend 
very much on the kind of contract. A publican 
might have a contract to supply brandy tu a 
gaol ; that would be a contract. He did not see 
how they were to draw the distinction. It was 
certainly very undesirable that a railway con
tractor should be licensed. 

Mr. MAOL'\.RLAN~~ said what he referred 
to \V ere rail way contractors. That \Vas a very 
different thing from a contract for supplying 
spirits to a hospital. 

1\Ir. KOHTON said that with regard to 
married women, though they 11 ere not prohibited 
from having licenses, it was inferred thnt they 
should not, because it was provided that if the 
husband became insane the wife should hold the 
license. The 57th section provided that if she 
married the license was to go to her hnsband. 
The inference was that a married woman should 
not hole! a license. 

The PRE:eviiER : I do not think so. 
i\Ir. ANNEAR said he thought it was a very 

good sng·gestion the hon. member fot· Ipswich 
had made-that a milway contractor should be 
prohibited from holding a license ; but other 
men who held contracts for large Government 
works should also be prohibited. He dirl not see 
why any exception shoulrl be made, Ly which '" 
contract for public buildings costing £20,000 to 
£30,.000 could be taken by a man keeping an 
hotel. 

Mr. MAOF ARLANE said he would move 
the insertion of the words "or railway con
tractor " after the word " employment " in 
subclause (li). 

Mr. FERGUSON said he could not see why 
any distinction should be made between a Gov
ernment contractor and a.ny other contractor
say, for example, a contractor for a divisional 
board or municipality. He knew that some con
tractors would not employ a ma.n unless he was a 
good drinker, and cften the bulk of his wages 
was spent in the public-house. If they excluded 
contractors they mnst exclude all contractors. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said he 
wished the point made clear, whether there was 
any provision in the Bill that would prevent 
a married woman living with her husband from 
holding a license in her own name? 

The PREMIER said there was no express 
provision to that effect. A married woman 
living with her husband should not be allowed 
to hold a license in her own name ; and he 
supposed no licensing body would grant her a 
license unless the husband was insane or an 
invalid. He thought that was a matter which 
might be left to the discretion of the licensing 
bench. He had never heard of anv abuse 
occurring in that respect. ·with regard to con
tractors, it was quite clear that any amendment 
of that kind must be much more restricted than 
the hem. member suggested. A man with a 
public-house in Brisbane might take a contract 
at Mackay. Of course it was undesirable that a 
railway contractor should have a publi~-house on 
his own contract, but if he wanted to evade that 
he would probably get one of his servants to keep 
the public-house, and the provisiom would not 
make very much difference. He did not see how 
they were to limit the definition of "contractor" 
to the case the hon. member desired to meet. 

Mr. MAOFARLANE said he would suggest 
the insertion of the words " or a contractor for 
public works" after the word '' employment." 

The PR~MIER said it might be at the other 
end of the colony. 
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:Hr. FERGUSON ,aid that if a man had a 
pnblic-houHe or a. nwrtgage on one in Oooktown 
he was not elig-ible fm; a "'""t <lll the hmtnl in 
Bl'iF<bane, and why ,hould not the same principle 
apply to a publican who lmd a contract at Co<Jk
town and resided in Brisb,me '? He cnnlcl see ll<l 

tlitference between the two. 

The PRK:VIH:R said the hon. member w'" 
under a ntitmpprehension. The provision::; about 
ownership of a public-hnnsc nnrl being the 
1nortgagee of a public-honse only reL.,ted to the 
district. ~q_ n1an 1night o\vn a, public-house in 
Cooktown and have a sen,t on the licensing hoard 
in Brisbnne. There wns no objection to that. 
\Vhy should all publicans be debarred from 
holding public contract.s '? Tlnt was what the 
anwndn1ent \voulfl an1ount to. It W<-LS a seriou:-:; 
disability to attach to a man. In the case of 
mail contractors many of them held licenses. 

Mr. ~lACFARLANE moved, as an amenrl
rrtent, to in'4ert the words "or a co11tractor for 
public works," after the word "employment," 
in paragraph (n). 

The PRR:\IIER pointed out that if the 
mnend1nent was carried there \1.7onlrl bn ~o 
rnatl.y persons the less capable of contracting for 
public \Vorks, with tho result of a corresponding 
increase in the amount of the tenders when 
called for. 

Mr. \VAKEFIELD s>1id it would l1c o,n 
improvement to the mncmlment to adcl to it the 
\J::.~o-rds "'exceeding the ~u1n of £!1,000." 

:\Ir. ~L\.CFARLA~E said that when a mn.n 
obtained a vublican's license he was snpposed to 
attend to his busine", and not to he off his 
pren1ises for n1ore than a day or two rtt a til11e. 
If he became a contmctor uncler the Govern
ment, ami left someone else to look ctfter his 
business while he looke<l after the contract, he 
was no longer the lirensee of the hcYu;;;e, and, 
according to the Act, could w>t hol<l it. 

The PRK\HER said n license<! victualler 
might be a partner in a contract, and if 
he had the smallest share in it he wonld 
be disqualified. A publican might have some 
very good tin1ber on a selection, ~tnd he n:1ight 
h:we a contract to supply timber to the Govern
ment ; he should not be dic;qualified on that 
account. 

Mr. G-ROO.:VI said he thought the hon. 
1nernber for Ips\vich W<ts going a little tou 
br in his amendment. In some of the countrY 
districts the mail contmctors were publican8', 
and very useful men they were. One of 
the best pieces of work on the Main Range 
was done some twelve or eighteen months 
ago by a gentleman who held a license at 
Tno\4"oon1ba, and he could see no reason vd1y 
such a man shoul<l be debarred from taking 
up a Gor•~rntnent contract. There waH Rnch a 
thing as over-leg·i,;;latinn, and it .'3trnck hirn that 
the amendment of the hon. member h"d a 
tendency in that direction. It was going alto
gether beyond the scope of a Bill of that kind. 
If carried it would disqualify a number of useful 
men, and would be productive of great hardship. 
It would he wise on the part of the hon. member 
not to press his amendment. 

::Vlr. KELLETT said he quite agreed with the 
remarks of the last speaker. Only the other day 
a small reservoir was required to be tnade in a 
country district, and nobody could he got to do 
it except a publican who lived not far off, and 
who carried out the work at a more satisfactory 
price than wouhl otherwise have had to be paid. 
If publicans were debarred from contracting 
for public works, the only re,ult would he an 
increase in the am"nmt of tenders 'ent in. 

Mr. DONALDSO~ said it frefjuently hap
pened that publicans were contractors for works 
on stations, but they never induced their men to 
settle up at the public-house. He had never 
known any abuse to n.risefrom the system. J'vfen 
of energy ought to be encouraged, and if the 
amendment was carried it would disr1nalify many 
industrious rtncl deserving men. 

~Ir. :\L\CFARLANE said he dirl not want to 
over~legislate in any way, bnt there were ntany 
i1nportant rea.:;ons for n1oving the present mnend
nwnt. \Vithout 1nentioning nnines he would 
give a,n inHta.nce to sho\\' how necessary it waR. 
A publican contracted for the erection of a very 
large building in Brisbane, aud none but good 
drinking n1en could get etuploy!nent under him. 
There were inst,mces of that kind all over the 
colony. Of couree he would not press his 
amendment if the sense of the Committee was 
against it. 

:\fr. FOOT f~ said the argument of the hon. 
member for \Varrego did not apply. The 
muendment referred to Government contractors, 
not to C('ntractorH for \Vork ou stations. 

The Ho!'!. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH: What is 
the difference bet\veen a < iovern1nent contractor 
and. any other contractor f:)O far as thi:-; is con
cernml? 

Mr. Ji'OOTE said it was not likely the Com
mittee would interfere with the liberty of the 
subject with regard to contracts outside of the 
Government. At first he was inclined to think 
the mncndn1ent a good one, but he 'vas now 
inclined to believe tlutt it might press too 
henvily on the class to whom it was intended to 
apply, ami such being the case he should recom
mend the hem. member to withdraw it. The 
tenn ''contractor" was Ao wide that he did not 
see how it co>tld be well defined in that particular 
case. 

::\Ir. Sc\.LKIELD said the amendment was 
intende<l to apply mainly to railway contracts, 
not to contmct" for cMrying mails and other 
mattet·s of that kind. He knew of cases where 
publicans lmrl been interested in railway con
tracts, and wbere the nten were expected to 
spencl all their spare money in liquor, though not 
n.t the place where the contractor held a license. 
The amendment had evidently a very wide 
scope, and could be easily evaded. He knew of 
cases where persons did not themselves hold 
licenses, but hac) transferred them simply in 
narne to :-;nn1eone else, \vho carried on the business 
for them ; and those were the kind of licenses 
granted to house:.;; in ·which workn1en were 
induced to spend their money. 

Mr. KELLETT said he could quite understand 
what the hon. member for Ipswich had said 
about smne contractors not ernploying men 
unless they "·ere good drinkers. His experience 
Wtt' that the gond workmen were the men who 
took tt little lirpwr. After work it did them 
good and refreshed them for their next day's 
labour. They were men with a great deal more 
stamina, and who did a great deal more work, 
than the non-drinkers. Of that he was perfectly 
satisfied, and that had been his own experience. 
He seldom met a good tradesman who was a 
teetot~tller, and every employer of labour would 
bear him out in that. 

Mr. l<'ERG-USON said he could not agree 
with the hon. member for Stanley in saying that 
the hest drinkers were the best workmen. The 
object nf the amendment was, no doubt, a very 
good one if it could be carried out ; but in a 
great tnany cases nne or two contractors in a 
district carried e,·erything before them, and 
no one could compete with them- such was 
the power they exercised over the men in 
their employ. A~ a rule, the men lived in the 
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contractor's house, which was a public-house, 
and they were expected to spend all their spare 
wages in drink. That class of contractor simply 
monopolised the contracts of the district. \Vith 
regard to the st1ttement that the man who drank 
was the best worker, that was quite a mistake. 
He had always found that the man who wanted 
two or three drinks during hi' work was per
fectly useless. He could drink in his own house 
if he wished ; but he muet come to hi.s work 
sober, or he was of no uc;e whatever. 

Mr. MACF ARLA::\TE said he had a word to 
say to the hon. member for Stanley. The hon. 
member must have kept very bad company 
all his life, for he (Mr. l\Tacfarlane) had never 
heard such statements coming from an employer 
of labour before. He had even noticed tlutt the 
publicans themselves advertised for men who did 
not drink. After the expression of opinion he 
had obtained from the Committee he would 
withdraw his amendment, as he did not wish to 
detain the Committee unnecessarily long. 

Mr. NORTON said he was glad the hon. 
member proposed to withdraw his amendment, 
because he did not see why public:ws should be 
looked upon as black sheep and treated in Ruch 
an exceptional way all through the Bill. He 
did not think it waR necessary to treat them in a 
harsher way than any other cla'" of men. He 
did not mean to say that proper restrictions 
should not be imposed upon publicans, but he 
would not go beyond that. It was desirable that 
restrictions should be imposed upon them, but 
they should be treated like men as well as any
body else. 

Mr. CHUBB asked whether poundkeepers 
should not be excluded from holding licenses? 
It appeared to him that it was very undesirahle 
that they should be allowed to do so. 

The PREMIER said it was very difficult 
indeed to get poundkeepers at all, and they would 
have still more difficulty if they excluded them 
·from holding licenses. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 25, as follows :-
"No licensed victualler's license shall he granted for 

any premis:es ·within a municipality, or in any place dis
tant lesg than five miles from the boundaries of a muni
cipality, which do not. at and after the time of applying 
for the same, contain, in addition to and exclnsive of 
such reasonable accommodation for the family and ser
vants of the proposed licensee as the licensing authority 
may think necessary, at least three sitting-rooms of 
moderate size and six sleeping-rooms of which none 
contains less than seven hundred cubic feet or is 
less than nine feet high, constantly ready and 
tit for public accommodation, as well as a 
bar for the public convenience; nor unless there 
are attached to such premises privies and urinals 
in accordance in all respects with the requirements 
of the Health Act of 1~84, and the by-laws of the 
local authority having jurisdiction within the district 
in which such premises are situated; or, if the pro~ 
visions of the said Act are not applicable, then unless 
they are in conformity with regulations; or, if no 
regulations are in force, unless ~uch premises are pro
vided with propm• places of convenience for tl1e use of 
the customers, so as to prevent nuisances and offences 
against decency." 

The PREMIEH said the clause contained a pro
vision that every house should contain a bar for 
public convenience. That, of course, was a slip, 
because section 68 provided that publicans need 
not keep a bar if it did not suit them. A nice 
point aros~ whether a bar should be kept at the 
discretion entirely of the licensee or at the dis
cretion of the bench ; but on the whole he 
thought it would be better to leave it to the 
publicnn, only requiring that he should say in 
his Rpplication whether he intended to keep a 
bar or not. He proposed, therefore, to leave out 
the words" as well as a bar for the public con
venience," 

::VIr. DONALDSON ;;aid before that amenrl
ment was put he should like to invite some dis
cussion upon the number of rooms a licensed 
house should contain. Small houses should not 
be allowed to comvete with a better class of 
houseK. They should try to make the houses as 
high-class as possible, and in fact that was the 
object of the Bill. The inference was thtLt if a 
landlord had a good house he would conduct it 
well, and it was not fair that he should have 
small shanties entering into competition with 
him. The number of rooms should certainly be 
increased-the sleeping-rooms at all events. A 
publican who kept a house containing only six 
sleeping-rooms '":ould, in all probability, keep it 
simply for drinking purposes. Those were the 
class of men among the pnblicans who w~re the 
m,18t objectionable; and they never heard of a vub
lican who kept a commodious house for the benefit 
of trrtvellers getting into any trot1ble whatever. 
The hotels in Brisbane where travellers stayed 
were respectable an cl well condncterl, and he wa:< 
certain that no con1pla.int was ever n1ade again,.;t 
them on account of any infringement of the 
Licensing Act. On the other hand, if a person 
walked about the streets he would find places 
where no persons liYed at all-at least very 
fe\v- and which were a perfect disgrace to 
the city. During- the late hours-and not nn
reasonablv late either - drunken men were 
freq1wntly to he seen in those hcmses ; there was 
one in particular where he had seen drunken men 
at all times during the evening, and they stayed 
long after the house should be clos~'<i up. Those 
were honse8 \vher,e there ,,·as not the necesRary 
accommodation, and he really believed that 
the only remedy to prevent nuisances of 
that kind was to increase the accommodation. 
He should like to hear some discu,sion on the 
matter. 

J\Ir. FERGUSON said there was no doubt 
that that would apply to some parts of the colony. 
But in other parts what would be the good of 
havi11g· a large hotel; take a place like Gladstone 
for instance? If there 'vere n1ore roon1r:, not a. 
soul would occupy them. The number of rooms 
was quite sufficient, and if it were increased it 
would put the owner to a g-reat tleal of unneces
sary expense. He did not know whether the 
Bill would apply to houses already lmilt, ant! 
whether the owners wonlrl have to increase the 
accommodation if it vassed. 

The PREMIER : The 27th section provides 
for that. 

Mr. :B'ERGUSON said the number of rooms 
was quite sufflcient. If a man knew that his 
hotel would do a sufficient trade he would add 
more rooms. He would build according to the 
population. In Brisbane, for instance, a man 
might want fifty rooms; but why should he be 
compelled to build more than were necessary in 
places like Blackall or Gladstone? 

The PREMIER said that when the Bill was 
being framed he did not think the colony was in 
a condition to justify the classification of the 
different towns for the purpose of describing the 
accommodation to be provided. The clause 
applied to municipalities and places within a 
distance of five miles from them. There were many 
places within that distance of Brisbane where 
the number stated would be quite enough. If it 
were attempted to require accommodation accord
ing to the population of municipalities the same 
difficulty would arise. The work of classifying
houses in that way might very well be left to the 
licensing benches. During the last few years the 
licensing benches had shown that they might 
be trusted with that power. They did not grant 
licenses indiscriminately ; he had never heard 
complaints of their granting them unduly; in 
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fact he had heard cmnphtints, which, however, 
he thought, were not well founded, that they had 
refu;ed them too frequently. 

l\Ir. CHUBB said there was one matter he 
would refer to, and th<et was whether the sleAp
ing-rooms were to he occupied by more than oue 
person in each, which was very objectionable. 
Of course there were some cases where it could 
lmrdly be avoided, and that might make a 
difference. , 

The PREMIER >mid he remembered one occa
sion nvon which he and his hon. colleague the 
:Minister for vVorks were very glad to occupy one 
room, which did not contain much more than 300 
cubic feet. But they were thankful for wh<et 
hey ccmld get. 

Mr. SALKELD said he thought the size of 
the rooms shonld be increased hom 700 cubic 
feet to 800 or 900 cubic feet. That would be a 
great improvement, as 700 cubic feet was very 
small. 

Mr. XORTON said that he agreed with what 
had fallen from the hon. member for Rockhamp
ton. There were small nmnicipalities and htrge 
ones, and in some place·' he did not think there 
would be any use for an hotel with more th:1n 
six sleeping-rooms. A umn would be compelled 
to put up accommodation which was unnecessary, 
except on very rare occ;1sions. He would advise 
the hon. member for Hockhampton to be careful 
how he .•,poke of Gladstone. So far as the size 
uf the rooms was concerned, they could, of 
cuurse, insist upon any size they liked. He did 
not see how they could insbt upon a publican 
not pntting more than one person in the same 
room if he chose. Of course, a man would r:ather 
share a room with another than camp out on a 
wet night. 

Mr. SALKELD moved that the word "eight" 
be substituted for the word "seven" in the 41st 
line. 

Mr. IS'I.::VIBERT said ·it was eddent that it 
was rather difficult to lay down any hard-and
fast lines <es to the number of ruoms that might 
be required. A certain number might do in one 
place that would not he sufficient in another. 
It was also objectionable to give to licensing 
benches too great powers. There ought to be 
~on1e recognised lin1it to the power given to them 
so that publicans might know what was laid 
down by law~what licensing benches could insist 
on. He had heard great complaints in town 
that although places had ample accommoda
tion, according to the Licensing· Act, still the 
licem;ing benches had n1ade great difficulties 
about granting licenses. He thought difficulties 
of that kind might be got over by permit
ting by-laws to be made, which should re
ceive the sanction of the Governor in Council, 
simibr to tho;;e under the Building Act. 
By that Act municipal councils had power 
to declare certain blocks of land first-class 
property, and only buildings of certain material 
could be erected upon them. In the same way 
it could he laid down what were understood to bE' 
first, second, and third class public-houses, and the 
licensing benches might then decide under which 
description a public-house Pame. The licensing 
bench would then know their own powers, and 
so would publicans who were erecting buildings. 

1\rnendrnent-ornitting "seven" and inserting 
"eight"-agreecl to. 

The clause was further amended by omitting 
the words " as well as a bar for the public con
venience, 'l and agreed to. 

On chtuse 26, a' follows :-
" Xo liecn~ed Yidualler':-; licen~c shall be granted 

for a.nr vrcmise8 ontsidc the bounrla.rie~ of any muniei
paiity: nnd \li~tant more than 1ivc miles ·from the 
bonntlaric~ thereof, which do noLJ at c.-md after lllc Lime 

of applying- for the same, contain, ln addition to and 
cxclusiYc of such reasonable accommodation for the 
family and serYants of the proposed licensee as the 
licensing authority may think necessary, a.t least two 
sit.ting-rooms of moderate size, and fr.mr sleeping-rooms 
of moderate size, constantly rencly and fit for public 
aeeommodation, as well as a bar for public convenience; 
nor unless there are attached to such premi~O"~ privies 
and urinals i.n H(\_'Ordancc in all respect::; with the require
ments of the IIe:tlth A et of 188-~ a.ncl the by-laws of the 
local authority having jurisdiction with ill the district in 
'vhich such premises are situated; or, if the provisions 
of the said AcL arc not applicable, then unless they are 
in conformity with the regulations: or, if 110 regulations 
are in fon~e, unless such premises are provided with 
proper places of convenience for the use of the cus
tomers, so as to prevent nuisances and offence-. against 
decency; nor nntess there is attached to such premises 
stabling sufiicient. for four bol'~Cs at least, with an 
ndeqnate snvply of wholesome forage." 

The PRE::VIIER said there was no reference 
to the cubic contents of bedrooms in country 
districts, and he thought that was desirable. 
Public-houses in country districts were not 
always of a permanent character. They all knew 
that small townships sometimes sprung up, lasted 
a couple of years, and then disappeared. He 
thought it would be unreasonable to re<ruire the 
acc_ommoclatiou in country places to be the same 
as m towns. He moved that the words " as well 
as a bar for public convenience," in line 11, be 
omitted. 

Amendment put and passed. 
1\Ir. SALKELD said there ought to he a 

minimum fixed with regard to the size of bed
rooms in country public-houses as well as those 
in towns. I'\ one of them ought to be less than 
!-\00 cubic feet. He therefore proposed to move 
"" an amendment that the words "of moderate 
:-;ize," after "sleeping-roorns," be on1itted, with 
the view of inserting--

The CHAIRJ\IAX said it was too late for the 
hon. member to move that amendment, an 
amendment in a subsequent part of the clause 
having been passed. 

Mr. KELLETT said he understood from the 
Premier just now that he approved of some 
amendment of the kind. 

The PEEThllEE said the hon. gentleman 
misunderstood him. He had pointed out reasons 
why such a provision was not necessary. 

Mr. SALKELD s<tid he had not caught what 
the hon. gentleman said, and thought he had 
left it an open <ruestion. 

i\Ir. l!'ERGUSON said he did not think there 
was any great necessity for the amendment that 
the hon. member suggested. I'\ o public-house in 
the country was likely to have rooms smaller 
than 10 feet by 8 feet, and 10 feet high. 
'fhat gave 800 cubic feet, and very few rooms 
would be less than that. It should also be 
remembered that country public-houses were 
often of a temporary character, and generally 
there was plenty of ventilation ; the wind blew 
in from all directions. 

l\lr. SALKELD moved that after "public 
accommodation" the words "of which none 
contain less than 800 cubic feet" be inserted. 

The J>RKYIIER said he hoped the hon. 
gentleman would not press the amendment. He 
(the Premier) had pointed out that in the country 
districts it was almost impossible to lay down a 
hard-and-fast line. Some public-houses in those 
places were of a very temporary character, being 
intended to last for, perhaps, no more than a year 
or two~ for instance, places that were erected at 
a temporary railway terminus. He thought it 
was not worth while to make the amendment. 

Mr. NORTO:cf said that so far as country 
acconnnodatiun was concerned there was very 
little necessity for the amendment, because 
genemlly the rooms wet·e too well ventilated~too 
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much breeze came in from all quarters. But, 
for all that, there wai; smnething in the ntnend
tuent, beca,u~e ~mne houses tnight be \vi thin five 
miles of a municipality --such as Brisbane- -and 
might be built of brick. They would come 
within the scope of the clause. There was, there
fore, more in the amendment thttn appeared at 
first sight. 

Amendment put and negatived; and clause, 
as amended, put and passed. 

On daw-:;e 27--" Exception a::; to acconlnloda
tion in premises already licensed"-

The PREMI~R moved the addition aftm· the 
word '' ~ections," in the 1st line of the cla.use, of 
the words "contained relating to the number 
and size of roonlf::l." ~rhe1·e \Vere other proviHion . ...; 
in those section~ relating to outhuu~es, \V hi eh 
were very important ; and they ought to al'ply 
to existing houses R,S well as those licensed iu 
future. \Vith respect to tho:;e whieh alre.:cdy 
had licenses, but had a certain number of rooms 
not large enough, he did not think that ought to 
be an absolute reason for refusing to renew the 
licentie, 

Amendment agreed to, and clause pttssed with 
verbal amendments. 

On clause 28-" Notices tu be giYen by nppli
cant for new license"-

The PREJHIJ£R s,;id that, t.o mnke the 
phraseology of the clause corre:;pond with th.ct 
of clause 29, he would move that. the words 
"applying for a license" be substituted for the 
words·' he applies at the quarterly or monthly 
meeting of the licensing authority," in lines 31 
and 32. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

On clause 29, as follows :--
.. 1. A licensed Yictualler df',.,irons of o btainillg a l'C

newal of his license shall, at le:u;;t fourteen da:;.. ~ before 
applying for &nch renewal, deliver to the clt!rk of petty 
sessions a notice in writing-, and in dnplieate. Rignecl by 
him. and a..s nearly as may be in the s0,,"'ond form in the 
fourth schedule to thi"1 Act. 

·· 2. An applicrLnt having delivered the notice re-
4.uired by this Act, shall be entitled a 'I of <~mn·se to a 
eertificate for tltc renewal of his lir,eus,\1, nnlcss it is 
shown to the lie!i'nsing ~tuthorit.y ;dther--

(ra\ That the applicant has becmnc disqualitiPd 
from holding-, or is nntit to hold, a license under 
this Act; or 

(bl 'l'hat the premises in respect of which he holds 
a lieense have ceased to fnlJil the con(litiont-l 
prescribed by thifo\ Act; o1· 

!c) 'l'ha.t the house is no long-er necessary. 
" ;~. It shall not be neeet:sary t'or an applicant for t ht.' 

renewal of a license to pnblish an~· noti(;p_ or to at. tend. 
at the hearing of his application. unles11 he b summone(l 
by the licensing authority so to clo, or unless notice oJ 
objection t..o a renewal of hi::; license ha.-; been duly 
served upon him. 

" "b. Applications for the renewal of licenses ~hall be 
made to the licensing authority. at the quarterly meet
ing held in the month of April, unlc~s special monthly 
meetings have been cliredcd to be heW as hercinh fore 
proYided, in which C\asc ::;neh applicrtt.ion may be made 
at either of the meetings appointed Lo be hclcl in the 
months of Aprll, )lay, and Jnne, at the O}ltion of the 
applicant." 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH s"id the 
clause proYided that a license should be granted 
if any of the three things mentioned in para
graphs (n), (b), and (c) had not happened. Did 
that provide sufficiently for the local option 
clauses being carried into effect Y 

The PREMIER said the clause had bew 
drawn up without any reference to the local 
option clauses, and that the local option clause,; 
would override the whole of the licensin;z pro
vrswns. vVhen the first local option resolution
that the sale of intoxicating liquor" should he 
prohibited-was adopted by the ratepayers in any 
area, the sale of liquor would be prohibited from 

the 30th Jnne next ensuing. If the second resolu
tion w:>s aclopte•l it would he the duty of the licen
sing bmml of the district to restrict the number 
of licenses in accordance with the number 
specified. 

The Ho11". Sm T. MuiLWIL\.ITH "'id thctt 
clause 2D prescribed that licenses should be 
gra,nted under cert<.tin circurw~tances. Should not 
the clause be amended so as to be consistent with 
tlje locaJ option clauses'! 

The PREMIEH said that practically t.he ques
tion would not be raised, but it might ]Je con
venient to insert a few words a:; the hon. member 
suggested. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWJtAITH said he 
thoug·ht the alteration proposed to be made 
in subsection (/1) was to be made with that 
intention. 

The PREMIElt said that had not been the 
intention at all. 

~Ir. FEHGUSOX i:iaid, sup1Josing a, 1nan had 
leased a piece of land and erectetl on it a house 
for which he got a publican's license, and the 
licent:iing board took it into their heads after
Wttrds thnt his house was not necessary, would 
the hoard have the power to take hi:; license 
away? 

:Mr. ,JESSOP s.:1id the hon. member had taken 
wonh out of his mouth. It would be a great 
injustice to the owner of the property if the 
licensing board could say, '' \Ve will not l. ave 
this house licPnsed." If a man was rna1dng hi~ 
living by a pulJlic-honse in a respectable way, 
and in accordance with the la.w, no licensing 
board should ha Ye the power to take his license 
nw:1..y. 

Mr. SALKBLD said the hon. member for· 
Dalby appeared to assume that a public-house 
which had a license for twelve months had a 
right to a license for all time. The licensing 
laws had never recognised that, and he trusted 
they never would. Public-houses should only be 
licensed for twelve months at a time. 

Mr. JJ<;SSOP said that if a man took out tt 
license for a house n.nd carried it on fpr twelve 
month.; to the satisfaction of the police and 
the licensing board, and all interested in t.he 
matter, it would be unfair if the board could 
step in a.n(l say, "You ~hall not have a license 
again." A lJUblican had a right to the renewal 
of his license under such circumstanc\'.S. It 
would be an injustice t.o take that right away 
from him, and he (:Yir. J essop) shoulcl therefore 
like to see the clause struck out. 

Mr. SM YTH said there was another wtty of 
looking at it. There were publicans in Brisbane 
who had paid £5,000 or £6,000 for the goodwill of 
a honse. It would be mt.her hard on them, after 
having paid so much for the goodwill, to lmve 
to go nnt in five or Hix year,-; ~i1nply because the 
licensing boa1·d n1ight take it into their headt:i 
that the hou,es were not requirerl. Provision 
.should be made that in the case of the renewal 
of a licen"e being refused t.he hotel-keeper should 
have the power of appealing to some other 
authority-either to the Minister or some body 
else. 

Mr. l\IACJ<'ARLAXE said there was another 
way of looking at it. Hon. members should 
remember that the public-houses were for the 
accommodation uf the public. By remembering 
that one thing they got rid of the whole diffi
culty. The public-houses were for the public, 
not for the publicans. 

Mr. l<'}:llGUSOJ\ said there was tmother 
way of looking at. it. Supposing a publican 
leased a piece of land for fifteen years and 
built a house upon it. Of course, at the ter· 
minat.ion of the lea'e all the improve-
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ments would go to the owner of the land. 
The publican only got the value of the lease 
while his business was being conducted on the 
land. But supposing th><t in the middle of his 
lease, or after a year or two, and although he had 
cum plied with all the pnn isions of the Act, the 
board took it into their head that his house was 
not required, and refused a renewal of his lieense, 
then an injustice would be done. He did not say 
that was likely to be done; still it was possible 
that the board might not like the man, or might 
have :30rr1ething against hin1, and \vould not grant 
his license. That man would then he ruined 
straight off, and all the property would go to the 
owner of the land. 

Mr. NOHTON said there was yet another way 
of looking at it. A boa,rd 1night encourage a 
man to put up a hotel and grant him a license, 
but before the first twelve months were over the 
members of the board might be chttnged and 
former members might l:e replaced by others who 
lmd very strong objections to the selling of liquol' 
ttt all, and who might take the license away 
from the man. The same board that granted the 
license might abo decide "' short time afterwards 
that the hou"e was not neces;;ary, '"'d the license 
would therefore be cancelled. There might be 
very hard cases under that rule. 

The l'HKi\iLI(J:t said the principle that tt 
public-house, once est>tblished, was to be there for 
ever had never been recognised in the colony, 
and he hoped it never would. 'rhe principal 
e~tu~e for the licensing board refusing licenses 
would be because houses were unfit. 

1\Ir. :XOJlTON; Unfit and unnecessary too. 

'rhe PREMIER said that both reasons were 
inclmled in the clause. He was sure there was 
plenty of justification for that provision, for they 
saw whole rows of public-houses almost standing 
Ki<le by side. :Many of those houses were un
nece~tJ41ry, and ought not to exist. They were 
not in the interests of the publicans themselves 
or of anybody else. And what was the use of 
licensing boards if they could not be trusted 
with authority like that contained in the clause? 
If the clause was to be amended in the direction sug· 
ge.sted, it would be better to leave it out altogether. 
The hon. member's 1 1roposttl would confer a vested 
right upon the applicant in certain cases, and he 
was certainly not prepared to agree to that. 

::\fr. NOR TON said it was not nece;;sary to go 
tts far as that. There might be cases where ttn 
:tppeal might he gmntetl. There should not, he 
thought, be a vested right created, but an appeal 
might be allowed in certain cm;es, and e;-en com
pensation might he allowed where a case was 
shown to be a very hard one. 

Mr. McMASTER said the action of the 
licensing hoards, particularly of Brisbane, had 
proved that they did not stop licenses because 
they were unnecessary, but. as a rule, because 
the premises were unfit. It had been the rule 
for the board to give an applicant twelve 
months' notice in which to put up a better house, 
or else he would not get a renewal of his license. 
A number of licenses h11d been stopped in Bris
bane during the last few years because the 
tn·emi;;es were unfit fm the accommodation of 
the public. \Vhere provisional licenses had l1een 
gra .. nted, the licen:-;ing- board gave a guarantee 
that if the house was built in accordance 
with the plans submitted to them the appli
cant would get a license. In cases where 
a house was condemned, the applicant for a 
license was giYen twelve months' notice in which 
to erect a suitable house. If he failed to do so 
the license w>cs stopped. So far he did not think 
tlw licensing boanl had inflicted any lmrdshi p 
on ttny of the publicans. 

Mr. NORTON ~aiel he thought the hon. 
member was mistaken when he said twelve 
tnnnths' notice was gi\~en in all cases. There wa~ 
the case of the house opposite :Finney, Isies, 
and Company's place-twelve months' notice was 
not given in that case. · 

Mr. Mc::\'IASTl~R said that in that ca,e the 
twelve months' notice was given, but in the mean
time the holder of the license sold out, and the 
incoming proprietor wanted to say that he had 
not got twelve months' notice. There was twelve 
months' notice given in which to erect a suitable 
house, but it was well known that the original 
owner would never erect " suitable building 
there. 

i\Ir. JJ,;SsOP said the hon. member wa~ 
mixing up the words "unfit '' and "unneces
sary." The clause gave the board power to say 
that a house was unnecessary, hut he held that 
the owner of the house or the licensee was the 
proper person to decide that. What right had 
they to interfere, for instance, with a grocer or 
draper, and say he should not open tt business in 
Stanley street, because there were plenty of 
grocers or drapers there already ? If a man 
cond ncted his house or business on proper 
principles they had no business to stty whether it 
wtts unnecessary or not. It might be necessary 
for the publican, and not for the people, but that 
was his affair. He hoped the Premier would 
strike out that proYision. 

The PREMIER : I shall certainlv not do 
ili~ . 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said that 
the clause, instead of interfering with any vested 
interests of the publicans, rather created a 
vested interest whilst there was none at the 
present time. Now the ju.stices could take 
away a licentle without giving any reason at 
aJl ; but the effect of the clause was that, 
except for certain three reasons mentioned, 
they could not take away a license ; so that it 
was actually better than the law as it was at the 
pr·esent time. 

Mr. W AKEJ<'IELD said he thought the clause 
was neces.,ary, but there were lutrdships under it 
which could not well be legislated for, because 
they could not legislate for individual cases. 
He could mention one case of hardship under 
the clause. There was a house in Stanley street, 
South Brisbane, which had been licensed for about 
eighteen years. A new house had lately been 
built nearly opposite it-the Palace Hotel-and 
the owner of the house he had referred to-the 
Victoria Bridge Hotel-received notice thttt in 
twelve months the house would not be licensed 
again. He submitted plans of a new building 
to cost £4,000, and even then he could not get a 
license for a new house, the reason given being 
that tt new house had been built directly opposite. 

Mr. ::\IcMASTEE said he could put the hnn. 
member for Moreton right in respect to that 
case. The house had got a license, and had a pro
vi,;ionttl license now ; and when the proposed 
new building was finished the proprietor would 
get the present license transferred to it. He had 
got twelve months' notice to put up a new build
ing or he would not get a renewal of his license, 
and he had first submitted a very inferior plan 
to the licensing board. The plan submitted by 
the owner was rejected twice by the licensing 
board, and when a proper plan was submitted to 
the board a provisional license was granted. 

Mr. JESSOP said they were getting back to 
the old >trgument as to the fitness of a house. 
He would suggest to the hon. member for Forti
tude V alley >tnd the hon. member for JYioreton 
thttt there were other places in the colony besides 
Fortitude V ttlley. There were places hundreds of 
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mile:~ from here which they must legislate for as 
well as for :Fortitude Y alley. He considered 
it wa~:; a, great injustice to the owner of 
a house to trcke away a licerme from him 
because it might get into the heads of the 
licensing board that the house was not wanted. 
They might be taking a man's living away from 
hiin a,nd ruining him. Tbe hon. n1ern ber for 
Fortitude Valley lmd mentioned one or two cases 
where plans had been submitted to the licensing 
board and provisional licenses gmnte<l, but the 
present wa::; not a case of provi::;ional licen\:)e.s 
being granted at all. It wa::5 !-5iruply pennittiug 
the licensing board to say thn,t a ce!'tain house 
wt:ts no longer neces~rtry, to the great lof'":l 
perhaps of the proprietor. :Fifty or one 
hunch·e<l miles from here there were plenty 
of places where influence 1night be brol1ght to 
bear upon the licensing board to induce them to 
say that a certain house was not wanted, and 
they might then be enabled to take a man's 
living out of his hands. He thought it neces,;a1·y 
that subsection (c) of the clause should lle omitted, 
and, as the Premier did not seem to see his way 
clear to omit it, he would move that it bemnittecl. 

Mr. DONALDSON saicl the licensing board 
s!wulcl have that privilege. They should cer
tainly have the right of refu~ing a licen~e to any 
house which they thought was unneces_mry in a 
district. They might be supposed to be possessed 
of common sense, and they might be trnsted to use 
their discretion wisely. There were many country 
places in which one or two lwu;eo; would be <juite 
sufficient. It might happen in some cases that 
persons of inferior character would put up inferior 
houses with the intention of eutering into corn
petition with respectable publicans, and it w«s 
necessary that the board should have the discre
tion to say whether licenses should be granted to 
those persons or not. '!.'he board would no doubt 
use their powers wisely. 

Mr. FERGUSOX asked whether there was 
any appeal from the licensing authority? 

The PREMIER said there was no appeal 
under that section. The only appc;cl it was 
proposed to give was on the refusal of an 
application on the ground set forth in the 7th 
subsection of clause 41-that the conditions fHe
scribed by that Bill, or any of them, had not been 
complied with. 

Mr. JES::30P said that, with the permission o£ 
the Committee, he would withdraw his amend
ment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
The PREJYIIKR moved that the following· 

words be inserted at the end of paragraph 2, 
namely-" or unless the licensing anthority is 
otherwise required by Part VI. of this Act to 
refuse the renewal of a license." 

Amendment put and pas,~ed 
The PREJYII:EH moved that nll the words 

after the word " April" in the 3rd line of the 
4th paragraph be omitted. 

Amendment ttgreed to; and clause, tcs amended, 
put and passed. 

On clause 30, as follows :-
"''rh en an applicant for a licensed victualler':; tic~ense. 

or for the rent>wal of ~L licensed victualler's license, cle1dres 
to keep open in his licensed premises more than one bar or 
count,er for the s~tle of liquor, he shall state that fact in 
his application, and shall specify the situation of each 
bar or counter so proposed tq be kept open, and. it .... hall 
bo in the discretion of the licensing authority t" grant 
or refuse permission to keep a second bar or counter." 

The PREMIER said it was desirable that an 
appli9ant should state whether he was going to 
keep a bar, and he therefore moved that after 
the word " liquor," in the 3rd line, there be in
serted the following: "or proposes not to keep 
open any such bar or counter." 

J\Ir. NOltTOX a~ked what was the object of 
comuelling a man to specify where his bar was to 
be? 

The PltE:iiiEH. said that was necess:uy, 
hev;Lnse in clause liS it was pro\'ided that the 
licu1~ing boa,rd W<.t;s to approve of the place 'vhere 
the bar were situated. The bar mu't not be in a 
garret, or on the third floor at the bacl, of the 
how·;e. 

Mr. ,J}~SSOP saitl he thought th<et when n 
m<en haLl a license to sell li<1'l01' he should be 
allowed to sell it wherever he liked. He did 
not s0e th~Lt there was u.nything wrong in having 
a bar on every story. In the very lttrge hotels, 
snch as exi,ted in other towns, it would be 
impossible to confine a man to one or two bars. 

The PRK\1IER said the clause urovided the 
very thing the lwn. rnernber wanted; it provided 
th?u a n1an u1ight have uwre than one bar. 

Mr .• n•:SSOP: But he must mention it in hi:; 
application. 

The l'REi\IIER said it was clause 158 that 
pruposecl to limit the number ; and if two were 
t"" few they might increase it to three. It was 
important to !mow where the bars we1·e to be. 

l\Ir. JESSOP : The customers would find that 
out. 

Mr. XO.l:tTOX said he did not see the object 
of the ttmendment. If a nmn did not want to 
ke<'p tt bar, he should be allowed to close it at 
any tilne. 

:\fr. BAILJ<:Y said many peo!Jle thonght that 
those bars nut of sight of the street were not 
exnetly the evil lJlares smne hon. IneinberH 
iuwgined. Ho hin1belf waH v-ery fond of seeing a, 

g,cme of billiards, though he did not play him
Helf, and therP wa' one hotd he frequently went 
to where tt number of gentlemen met to play 
billiucls and pool. At the private bar up&tairs 
close to the billiard-room, where one man 
drank a gla,sR of grog, three 1nen drank 
beef-tNt or coffee. There was always beef
tett ready for them, and they prefe1'l'ed that or 
coffee to the grog 13old downstairs. It was a 
great a .. ccorun1odntion to people \V ho wanted a 
r1uiet game, to have a bar handy where they 
could have a cup of coffee, or beef-tea, or a glass 
of whisl<y if they liked. Men who played 
billianb were not, ''s a rule, men who drank. 

The PH JniiER said he did not care about 
the amendment. and would withdraw it. He 
saw no reason \vhy a licensed victualler should 
not dose his bar if he liked. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. NORTON said he would like tu kno\V 

whether the little loopholes in the passage where 
people were served would be considered separate 
bars? 

The P .l:tKMll~R said they Cl.ll opened in tu one 
bar, and would be considered part of it. 

l\Ir. Mo:\IASTER said he might state that 
the lic•'nsing board last year made a visitation at 
an houe when the publicans least expected them, 
and they came to the conclusion that the 
bars upstairs were .si1nply sna,re13 for young 
people. They did not come across the beef-tea 
or coffee the hon. member for vVide Bay 
spoke of, th•JUgh they found the young men 
)Jhtying billi:trds. In one house the entrance 
was shown to as that to the office of "John 
Smith, broker," so that it did not appear to 
belong to the hotel at all. The licensing board 
made a very close im;pection, and they went so 
far as to speak of n1aking a suggestion, when the 
Bill was being drafted, that upstairs bars should 
not be ll.llowetl. They did not object to three or 
four bars on the lower floor, but they thcmght 
upstairs bars were undesirable. 
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Mr. BAILEY said he wa:; very sorry that the 
licen:;ing- board should have deg-enerated into 
tt Paull'ry. He pleaded guilty to having been 
a frequenter of one of tho.se bars, but he never 
saw wh<tt the hon. gentleman had spoken of. He 
had seen gentleruanly young 1nen there who 
wi:;hed to enjoy r1 game of billiards privately and 
not on the ground floor among ·,tall sorts of people. 
He had never seen any impropriety going on. He 
thought hon. me1nbcn; were g~tting too prudish 
and nice. Let people enjoy themselves a little 
bit if they wanted to, rtnd do not let there 
be rtn everlasting Sabbath every day and night 
in the '"eek. They were getting a.hnost a. ~et of 
.Puritn.n~ in the HouPe now, and no 1nan wa.s to 
have the right to enjoy himself, lest he should 
abuse his liberty. He did not see any objection 
to a billiard-room awav from the sight of the 
street, where people coc{ld get a gbss of whisky 
or a cup of coffee without every passer-by seeing 
what they had and how often they had it. 

Clause put and ]Jassed. 
Clause 31 was passed, with ll verbal amentl

ment. 
Clause 32- "Rcmovr1l of licen,;e"' -]mssecl, 

with a consequential and a verbal amen<lment. 
On clan'>e 33-'' Provi~iona,l ccrtificttte"-
The PREJYIIEH :mid the only change from 

the present :schen1e of issuing provisional certi~ 
ticates was that under the present law the 
person intending to build the house must be the 
applicant for the license, whereas, by the Bill a 
landlord might get permission to bnild the h0use 
without intending to be the applicant for the 
license, and when he foun<l a snitr~ble tenant 
that person would be the applicant for the 
license. 

Clause [X>ssed, with a consequential amend
ment. 

On the motion of the PREl\ILEH, the CHAm
MA:-o left the chair, reported progre.,s, "'ntl ob
tained leave to sit again to-rrwrrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-nine minnte.s 
prtst 10 o'clock. 

Bonus, Plumbago Goods. 9~1 




