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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesday, 29 Septembe1·, 1885. 

l)ctition. ~ Qne~tion.- 3Iotion for Adjournment.­
Probate Act Amendment Bill.- Yidoria Bri<1ge 
Closure Bill- third reading.- Pacific Islander~ 
Labourers Act of 1880 Amendment Bill.-Victoria 
Bric!_ge Closure Bill-third rea<ling.-Undue Sub­
division of Land Prcventionl~ill-second rcading.­
Supply.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
Mr. S:'YfYTH presented a petition, signed by 

1,200 residents on the Gympie Gold J<'ield, in 
favour of the provisions of the Licensing Bill 
before the Hotme, particularly those relating tu 
local option; and moved that it be read. 

Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Cleric 

On the motion of :iYfr. SJYIYTH, the petition 
was received. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. HAMILTON asked the Minister for 

·works-
1. How many survey parties are engaged in making a 

permanent survey of the C<-tirns and Herbertonline? 
2. How long have these parties, Tc~pecti-vely, been so 

engaged? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) replied-

!. rrwo survey parties have been engaged in making 
the permanent survey of the Cairns and llerberton 
railway. 

2. These parties ha,re been engaged on that survey 
sinc.r: December last. 

MOTIO='f FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. H),.J\IILTON said: J\Tr. Speaker,-An 

article appeared in the last issue of Fiya?"O, 
relating to onr penal establishments, which con­
tains son1e very grave charges, and I consider 
thn,t when papers of standing such as Fir;nro, or 
the Cou1·ier, or Teleymph, eontain articles of this 
kind, an in vestigo,tion ought to take place, 
because it is not likely that the editors of papers 
of this character wonld >euthori~e such articles 
unless they had some good reasons for making 
the statements they contained. I shall not refer 
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to all of those charges, but shall confine myself 
to some of the more important ones. I think 
it is in the interests of vublic justice that 
these matters should be inquired into. In 
the first place, it is stated here that per; 
sons who are simply committed for trial, ana 
who are, therefore, presumedly innocent, are 
forced to associate with criminals of the lowest 
class. If this be the case, certainly some action 
should be taken, because ariy person, although 
liable to be accused, is always presumed to 
be innocent until he is proved tu be guilty, 
but under the circumstances I refer to a mere 
accusation entails severe punishment. Then, 
again, certain specific charges are n1ade against 
warders. They are actually accused of ac­
cepting bribes from prisoners in order to allow 
them to contravene the regulations. One case 
has actually come under my notice, or, rather, a 
statement was made to me which I took a note 
of at the time. It was that of a man named 
Day, who is now at St. Helena. When this man 
Dtty wtts ttccused of some offence-I do not know 
what it was-he was taken from the gaol at Roma 
and put into the Brisbane Gaol, and while there 
he was induced to transfer his banking account 
from the bank there to one of the warders at that 
gaol, and he wtts treated very well. Since then 
he has been transferred to St. Helenn,, and has 
made repeated applications to have the account 
tmn"ferredfrom the wn,rder to some safer custody; 
but he has received no reply to his application. 
I see one charge is actually specified-that a 
warder received £80 from the wife of a prisoner, 
no doubt in order that the prisoner should receive 
clemency from that warder ; and I believe that 
has been brought under the notice of the 
Premier. A charge has also been brought 
against overcrowding in the gaol ; and even 
if the gaol is not as large as it ought to be, 
there must be some fault on the part of the 
authorities, because persons sentenced for a 
lengthened term are sent at once to St. Helena, 
while prisoners sentenced for several years still 
remain at the Brisbane Gaol. I would ask why, 
in the particular instn,nce of the " Hopeful," 
prisoners who were sentenced to imprisonment 
for life are still residing ttt the Brisbane Gaol ? 
I move the adjournment of the House. 

The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith) said: 
Mr. Speaker,-! have not heMd of these charges 
before, nor have I seen the paper in which the 
statement appears. I think that when any 
serious charges are made against the working nf 
a Government establishment they ought to be 
communicated to the head of the department. 
I do not read all the newspapers in the colony, 
but when I notice in a p11per reports which 
make it appear that there is something wrong in 
any branch of the department under my charge 
I in variably cause inquiry to be made. In this 
case, however, the charges have never been 
brought under my notice. The hon. gentleman 
referred to three m:<tters. He said that prisoners 
committed for trial are obliged to associate in 
the Brisbane Gaol-I understood his remarks to 
apply to the Brisbane Gaol-with long-sentence 
prisoners, persons of very bad character. I 
believe that has been so to some extent ; I have 
observed it myself, and instructions have been 
given to alter the arrangements, so that in future 
it shall not be the case. The gaol is unfortu­
nately a great deal too small, and it will be 
necessary to enlarge it at the earliest possible 
time; in the meantime instructions have been 
given to the officers of the vVorks Depttrtment 
to carry out as speedily as possible such 
alterations as will provide for the separation 
of such prisoners in future. Then the hon. 
gentleman spoke of warders treating certain 
prisoners with favour. I have not heard of that 
charge. I believe the condition of the Brisbane 

Gaol is not as satisfactory as might be wished, 
but I believe it will be moie K,~tisfactory in 
the future. I have not heard of any case of 
that kind ; but I have heard of the third case 
mentioned by the hon. g·entleman - where a 
warder borrowed money from the wife of a 
prisoner. I may say that the warder was very 
promptlv dismissed as soon as the fact was 
brought "under the notice of Government. That 
is all the information I can give at presen~; but 
when the vote for Gaols comes under our notice 
in Committee of Supply I shall be glad to give 
any further information that may be required. 

Question put and negatived. 

PROBATE ACT AME~DMl~NT BILL. 
The ATTORNEY- GENERAL (Hon. A. 

Rutledge) moved-
That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 

into a Committee of the \Vhole to consider the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the Probate Act of 
1867. 

Question put and passed. 

VICTORIA BRIDGE CLOSURJ<i BILL­
THIRD READING. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move that this Bill 
be now read a third time. 

Question put and passed ; and Bill read by the 
Clerk tts follows :-

H .A Bill to amend the Brisbane Bridge Act, and to pro­
vide for the permanent closure of the Victoria Bridge." 

The PREMIER: That is not the title of the 
Bill as reported from the Committee. I beg to 
move that the Bill do now pass. 

Question put ttnd passed. 
The PREMIER: I beg to move thttt the title 

of the Bill be " A Bill to authorise the Closure 
of the Victoria Bridge." 

The Hox. Sm. T. MciL"\VRAITH: As a 
point of order, I would ask how we stand with 
regard to the amended title ? 

The PREMIER: It was reported as amended. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: The Bill 

we have before us is not amended. The Clerk htts 
the report of the Committee in his hands. vVhat 
I wish to know is whether it is competent for us 
to receive a report that is inaccurate, tts we are 
doing at the present time, and to amend the title 
on the question passing as a formal motion. The 
whole of our work just now is formal; but tts " 
matter of fact the Premier has moved an amend­
ment which is not formal-an amendment on the 
reported Bill. 

The SPEAKER : I think it would be wme­
what inconsistent with the Sessional Order of the 
House for the title of a Bill passed through com­
mittee to be amended while the Speaker is in the 
chair, and upon a formal motion. 

The PREMIER: No doubt it would be incon­
sistent to move any amendment upon the title ; 
but I move a motion-" That the title of the 
Bill be," &c., supplying the proper title. I move 
the title as actually amended by the Committee 
-"A Bill to authorise the Closure of the Victoria 
Bridg~." Of course it should have been reported 
from the Committee in that way. A mistake has 
occurred through a clerical error, and I propose 
to correct it by moving the correct title of the 
Bill, as agreed to by the Committee. 

The SPEAKER: The error is clearly a clerical 
one. The Bill as passed through committee is 
correct, but the error has been made in the print­
ing. It is for the House to decide whether it 
will allow the amendment to take place. Of 
course the House will understand that the Bill 
which has been read a third time was "A Bill to 
amend the Brisbane Bridge Act, and to authorise 
the Closure of the Victoria Bridge. ' That is the 
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title as read by the Clerk. The hon. Premier 
now seeks to amend that title by substituting the 
words " A Bill to authorise the Closure of the 
Victoria Bridge." 

Mr. SCOTT : Do I understand that the Bill 
certifieel to by the Chairman of Committees is 
correct, although the amended form is not 
correct? 

The SPEAKER: The parchment copy, which 
which bears the signature of the Chairman of 
Committees, contains the clerical error complained 
of. 

The PREMIER : The difficulty having arisen 
in this way it is not competent for the House 
to deal with it on a formal motion without 
contravening the Sessional Order. It will be 
better that a fresh report should be made by the 
Chairman of Committees, and the present pro­
ceeding~, which are irregular, should be discon­
tinued. There should be an amended certificate 
from the Chairman of Committees, and the 
proceedings, taking this as a formal rrwtiun, 
being irregular, should be treated so and discon­
tinued. That appears to me the simplest way 
out of the difficulty. It appears that the 
Standing Orders ha Ye not been complied with in 
respect to the report from the Committee, so 
that the order for the third reading of the Bill 
is )Jremature and should be taken again in proper 
form. 

The Ho)'!. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: The 
facts are these, so far as I can see : \Ye, in com­
mittee, passed a Bill with a certain title, and the 
Chairmrtn of Committees reports the Bill to the 
House, but in his manuscript puts the title 
of the Bill down incorrectly; further, he 
makes a certificate with a title differing from 
what he had written, and also from what 
was actually passed by the Committee. He 
does not write what was actually passed, and he 
does not certify either what he has written or 
what actually passed; so thr~t there is a double 
error. The Bill, as passed in committee, accord­
ing to the Chairman's manuscript, is "A Bill 
to authorise the Victoria Bridge." He certifies 
that what the Committee did do was to pass 
"A Bill to amend the Brisbane Bridge Act, and 
to authorise the Closure of the Victoria Bridge." 
That does not agree at all with what has been 
done by the Committee nor with what he him­
self has actually certified to as having been done 
by the Committee. The whole thing is a bungle 
from the commencement. vV e should hand the 
Bill back to the Committee for a fresh report. 
The Chairman's manuscript is not at all what the 
Committee passed, and the certificate is neither 
what the Committee passed 'nor yet what the 
Chairman of Committees said they passed, and 
the report is different from either. Before the 
title can be amended the whole thing should be 
referred back to the Committee for a fresh certifi­
cate. 

The PREMIER: I will withdraw my. motion 
as to the title of the Bill, and I propose to follow 
that by moving that the two previous orders be 
rescinded. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
The PREMIER : I beg to move that the 

orders for the third reading of the Bill and for 
the passing of the Bill be rescinded. 

Question put. 
The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH: Of 

course we know that this is entirely a formal 
motion, and it is not competent to rliscuss it, or 
to make an amendment upon it. But lhe motion 
which the hon. member has made is virtually 
an amendment. 

The PREMIER: vVe have made a mistake 
and we must get out of it. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH: Yes; but 
we should get out of it properly. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman is right 
that n<J debate can take ]•lace upon the third 
reading of the Bill when the motion is called 
formal; but in this case there is a palpable and 
serious error, and the only way in which the 
House can relieve itself is by making this motion 
though it appears to be necessary to put it n 
contravention of the Sessional Order. 

The Ho}~. Sm T. MclLWRAITH: I think 
the better way would be to rescind the formality 
of the motion. 

The PRE::\:IIER : I propose to do that after­
wards. 

Question-That the motions for the third read­
ing and )Jassing of the Bill be rescinded-put and 
passed. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-! make the 
third rea<ling of the Bill "not formal." 

PACIFIC ISLAND LABOURERS ACT 
OF 1880 AMEND::VIENT BILL. 

On the motion of the PRE::YIIEl~, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the \Vhole to 
consider the desirableness of introducing· a Bill 
to further amend the Pacific Island Laboure1·s 
Act of 1880, and to put a limit to its operation. 

The PREMIER moved that it is desirable to 
introduce a Bill to further amend the Pacific 
Island Labourers Act of 1880, and to put a 
limit to its operation. 

Question put and paBsecl. 
The PRE::\fU~U moved that the Chairman 

leave the chair and report to the House that the 
Committee had come to a resolution. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWHAITH said he 
would like to know what the intentions of the 
Government were with regard to that Bill, which 
the Committee saw that afternoon for the first 
time. It was a measure that would affect the 
people of Maryborough, Bundaherg, Mackay, 
and Townsville. \V hen would the second read­
ing be taken ? 

The PUEMIER said he proposed to fix 
the second reading of the J3ill for next Tues­
day. The provisions of the measure princi­
pally rehcted to hospital and capitation fees, 
and he thought that nearly all the provisions 
would meet with general acceptance. He 
had not thought it necessary to voint out the 
provisions of the Bill, as that was only done on 
rare occasions on the introduction of a Bill. 
He might, however, now state briefly what 
the provisi0ns of the Bill were. It was pro­
posed to reveal the provision of the Act of 
last year requiring a person who engaged an 
islander whose term of service had expired to 
repay the £f5 passage money to his former 
employer. That was one provision. The next 
was that the provisions of the Act should con­
tinue to apply to islanders from New Guinea, 
and New Britain, and New Ireland, which 
had now come under the dominion of a civilised 
power, so long as they remained in the colony. 
Another provision was to increase the c:1pita 
tion fee payable by an applicant previous to 
the issue of a license, to £3 ; and it was also 
proposed to increase the hospital capitations from 
10s. to 20s., the reason being that the present 
Pacific Ishtnders' Fund did not nearly pay the 
expenses of looking after the islanders, and the 
matter would, in a very ohort time, become a serious 
burden on the revenue. Provision was made for 
the payment into the Pacific Islanders' Fund of 
money due to cleceased isbnders; and for the hear­
ing of complaints of offences against the principal 
Act before a police magistrate only. It was further 
proposed that after the 31st of December, 1890, 
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no licenBe should be issued for the introcluction 
of islanderfl. Those were the principal provisions 
of the Bill. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWILUTH sltid he did 
not care so much to know the earlier provisions 
of the Bill as the provision to put a limit to the 
operation of the Act, which was by far the most 
~mport~nt. The planters were deeply interested 
m a B1ll of that sort, no matter what its pro­
visions were, and he thought they should be 
llllow~d an opportunity of expressing their ideas 
upon It to the House. Tuescby next, he thought, 
would be too soon to nwve the second reading. 
They would only receive the Bill, or the remarks 
of the Premier on it, on Tuesday, at Townsville, 
and· most of the planters would not have an 
opportunity of touching· it before \Vedncsday or 
Thursday in next week. The secoml reading 
might well be post)Joncd for another week. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the CHAm­
l\TAN left the chair, and reported the resolution 
to the House. 

Report adopted. 
The Bill was read a first time, and the Becond 

reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

VICTORIA BRIDGE CLOSURE BILL­
THIRD RK\DING. 

On the motion of the PRRIYIH:R, thb Bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

The PREMIER moved that the title of the 
Bill be "A Bill to authorise the Closure of the 
Victoria Bridge." 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WHAITH : I do not 
think we can get over the difliculty, before 
referred to, in this way. It is not competent for 
the House to amend the title of a Bill; it must 
be clone in committee. 

The PREMIER: It was amended in com­
mittee. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: If we 
are going to pursue this course, why could we not 
have done so on the former occasion? \Ve are 
asked to do now exactly what we considered to 
be wrong then. No amendment has been made 
in committee since that time. 

The PEKMIEH : The Bill was read a third 
time, and the title of the Bill as read was found 
to be erroneous. A clerical error had been made 
in the Bill which the Clerk held in his hands, and 
which he thought was correct. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: But how 
has it been corrected since? 

The PREMIEH : I presume that the Clerk 
has since received another certificate from the 
Chairman of Committees. 

The HoN. Sm T. lVIciLWRAlTH: I do not 
think amendments of this kind should be made 
by a kind of conspiracy between the Clerk of 
the House, the Premier, and the Speaker. If 
we had been informed before, that an amended 
report had been received from the Chairman, the 
whole difficulty would have been got over. 

The SPEAKER : I may inform the House 
that I have receh·ed an amended report from the 
Chairman of Committees, which certifies that 
the title of the Bill is now in accordance with 
the title of the Bill as passed by the Committee 
of the whole House. 

The HoN .• T. M. MACROSSAN: But even 
now the title does not disclose the real nature of 
the Bill. The Bill itself is a Bill for the tem­
porary closure of the bridge, while this title 
refers to it as an absolute closure. 

The PREMIER : That is the title agreed to 
in committee. 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN: It is wrong 
for all that. 

The l'RE:\HER : You can move an amend­
ment in it. 

The HoN. .T. M. MACROSSAN : I move 
tlutt the word "temporary " be inserted before 
the 'vord "closure." 

The PRE:\fll~R : I have no objection to the 
amendment. 

Amenrlment put and agreed to ; and title, as 
am ended, paR.oed. 

The Bill was ordered to be transmitted to the 
Legislllti ve Council for their concurrence, by 
message in the usual forn1. 

'GNDU}J SUBDIVISION Ol<' LAND PRE­
VENTION lliLL-SECOKD HEADING. 
The PTIEMIER sairl: Mr. Speaker,-This is 

a Bill introduced to meet a growing evil. The 
title of the Bill is "A Bill to make provision for 
regulating the \Vidth of Streets and Ltmes and 
to prevent the Subdivision of Land in such a 
manner as to be Injurious to the Public Helllth." 
There is no doubt as to the existence of the 
evil ; land has been subdivided in some cases 
in absurdly small portions; and while 
there is no objection theoreticlllly to the 
multiplication of allotments of land and the 
multiplication of titles, still when builrlings 
come to be put up so close together the public 
health is endangered. There are two ways in 
which the undue subdivision of land may be 
injurious ; one is by making the streets so narrow 
that there is not a proper acce>;s of air between 
the houses, and the other is by allowing too 
little open space to each house. It is not an 
easy subject to deal with, so as to conserve the 
public health without doing an injustice to 
individual owners of property; but at the same 
time I think it is generally recognised that it is 
time something was done in the matter. lt is a 
great many years now since the subject was 
brought up in this Parliament by Dr. Challinor ; 
I do not know exactly when-it was before our 
Hctnsard was commenced. This Bill provides 
that a street which forms the principal means of 
access to any allotment shall not be less than 
GG feet in width, and that a lane forming a sub­
sidiary means of acces~ shall not be less than 
22 feet. Similar provisions to that are in force 
in some of the neighbouring colonies. The difli­
culty in enforcing that provision is proposed to 
be met in this way : As soon as a street is laid 
clown-no matter how narrow it may be 
delinel\ted in the plan-the dimension of the 
street shall be 33 feet on each side of the 
middle line ; so that even if a man chooses to 
by off a street 10 feet wide-although that 
bud belongs to him- nevertheless a space 
of 33 feet on each side of the middle line will 
by virtue of this Act be available to the public 
as a str'let. In the case of lanes, which are of 
course necessary in n1any cases as a means of 
back access to allotments, they are to be 22 feet 
wide-11 feet on each sicle of the middle line. 
Moreover, it is provided that the Registrar of 
Titles shall give effect to the provisions of the 
Act with respect to any land transferred under 
the provisions of the Eeal Property Act which 
may have been bid out contrary to the provi­
sions of this Act. A simple means of evading 
that would be to lay out a piece of land as a 
lane, and then build a house fronting it, so 
that there would be a street only 22 feet 
in width. To meet that it is proposed to 
provide that it shall not be lawful to erect a 
dwelling-house fronting a lane at a less dist~nce 
than 22 feet from such lane, so that, If a 
person chooBes to build houses fl·onting a lane, 
there shall, nevertheless, be GG feet between 
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the lines of the buildings. The aim of that i" 
not."~' nmc_h to give room for traftic a" to give 
sntfici?nt air h.etweep the buildings, am! if the 
Rp~tce IH occurned w1th flower garden:.:; I do not 
thmk any harm will he clone. It is also pro­
posed that-

" It ~hall not be ht,vfnl to erect any dwellin,.-htJu~o 
after the passing of this Act nnless tliei·c is atta~hed to 
s~wh h~~m:::;e an area of sixteen perclle-. at the lea:::;t 
(melndmg the ground "\Yhercon the hou.lie stancls1 avail­
~ble as a ym·d or garden for snch cl\rclling-lwnse. and 
for no other pnrposc. 

"rl'lw necessary outhouses and ofllcc:-; for the chvellinrl"­
honse may be erected upon the land. bnt no part ~f tl~ 
Jand shall be used for :tll,Y purpose othct' than for the 
use of the inhalJitants of tlle dwelling-house." 
Of course .16 perch~s is an arbitrary area. I 
do not thmk that It would be too small for 
town allotments; such an area would not be 
covered with buildings as a general rule except 
in the business parts of the town wher~ all the 
land in due time will be covered.' In tlmt case 
~he Luikli:1g>< would hardly be dwelling-hou><es, 
m the orclmary sen•;e of the term, except in the 
case of large hotels; and that matter is dealt 
with in a clause which I shall refer to pre­
sently. There may be a difference of opinion 
on the subject. Some may think that a very 
much lms area than 16 perches ''<<mld he suffi­
cim~t .to erect d·wellin~-houses on. It rnight be 
su!ficie:>t for speculative purposes, but I do not 
thmk It would be sufficient for puq.>oses of 
health. The area of such a piece of land is one­
tenth of an acre, and its dirnension!'l are 
half-a-.chain by 2 chnins - 33. feet by 132. 
I believe myself that that 1s <[Uite larn·e 
enough and quite small enough for the Jll~r­
pose. If you get the allotments smaller than 
that, the population will be so crowded that 
t~e health of the public will suffer very mate­
r~a~ly. J?o~ the I":'~Jlose of enforcing these pro­
VISion~, rt IS provw_ed that rJersons nffendinu 
shall be liable to a penalty, and the huildino~ 
are to be eomddered a nuisance within the rnea~­
ing of the Health Act-that is to say they 
cannot be inhabited or let, and may be 'pulled 
d_own .. I do n~t know OJ?- w)mt gruunds objec­
tions will be raised to thiil Bill. In many cttses 
lately ground has been sold at a considerable 
distance from town in much less areo.s than 
1,0 perches, a~1d I think it is very unde­
sirable that m the suburbs houses should 
be crowded in that way. Such pieces of 
land are too small for decent houses ; they can 
only be used for very small places so crowderl 
tog~ther that, thon~h ~he present sellers nmy 
clenYe large profits, m time the death-rate will 
he very high. The loss that would be to the 
community is worth infinitely more consideration 
than the lo'~ to the present proprietors cau;;ed 
by pass.ing a .Bill of this. kind. :I!' or the purpose 
of dealmg with the busmess parts of cities the 
fith clause provides that- ' 

'' ~h~ G:overnor, at the request of the council of a 
mnn1mpahty, may, by OrUcr in Council, and subject to 
such ~onditlons as may be imposed by the Order in 
Counml, s~1spend the operation of the Aet., or any part 
the_reof: With l'0<.:;pcct to any part of such mnnicipality 
which IS used pnncipally for business purposes, and 
not for purposes of residence." 

That, of course, is desirable. I do not think 
t~ere should be any such power of suspension 
with respe_ct to those parts of a municipality that 
are occupied for the purposes of residence. I 
believe the provisions of this Bill are as good a 
I?ean between conflic_ting opinions as vve are 
hkely to arrive at. Even if there should he a 
difference of. opinion upon these parts, which I 
hope the.re w1ll not be, the provisions with resp,;ct 
to the ";'clth of streets amllanes will be certainly 
of great;benefi~ ; and these parts, I hope, will be 
a?c.epted unamr:rously ; and I trust the other uro­
viswns o~ the ~111! restricting the minimum area 
upon which bmldmgs may be erected will also 
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meet with the approval of both Houses of Par­
liament. I move that the Bill be now read a 
second time. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH said : Mr. 
Speaker, <-·From the time that this Bill has been 
allowed to lie on the table of the House without 
any notice having been taken of it, I considered 
that the matter was shelved ; and I had all the 
nwre reason f(n~ thinking thn,t, considering the 
nature of the Bill itself. This is not a matter 
that has arisen from the gradual conviction forced 
upon members of the unhealthiness of some 
building allotments in Brisbane. That question 
has been before us on other occasions. But what 
has forced the question before us is this : that a 
few nwnths ago, or longer, the neighbourhood of 
Brisbane wns oYerTun ·with speculators, who 
were buying l::tnd in large quantities, cut­
ting i.t. up, and cutting it up in such small 
quantities that sufficient room was barely pro­
VI<led on which to erect a building sufficiently 
healthy for residence purposes. That was the 
evil that we should have tried to stop, and the 
Bill therefore should have been broug-ht in before 
tho"e men had C•lmpleted their lucrative business. 
But we luLve allowed this state of atfairs to go on 
until it has almost stopped itself, and nearly all 
the land has been parted with. It has been cut 
up into small allotments, anrl having been cut 
up the Government now come down with a Bill 
which will prevent the purchasers from buildin" 
on their land. That is what the Bill actually 
means. That itself is a most unfair thing. vVith 
r0;;anl to the imvrovement that is to be worked 
in the width of streets and lanes, I do not know 
that much benefit will be derived. As a matter of 
fact, most of the streets are already a chain wide­
that is, in certain localities-and I believe myself 
that a chain is too much to allow, >tnd that the 
health of a district does not depend so much on 
the wi<lth of the streets. \Vhat the Government 
seem to have aimed at is a sort of crude building 
Act, and all they try now to attain could be 
~ttained under an ordinary building Act such as 
rs in force in the neighbouring colonies. Clause 
G, of course, will give rise to a very large amount 
of contention, and I fancy that under it a good 
many of the cabmen who live in the suburbs will 
be turnefl out. A great many "f the artisans, too 
who together with residence carry on a particula; 
trade, will be turned out under this clause G 
unless under clause 8 the Government may us~ 
the suspensory powers they are given. I had 
hoped that the Bill dealing with this matter 
would have gone to. the root of the question, and 
gone much more mto detail than the measure 
before us. I rruestion very much whether the 
first part of the Bill-making compulsory the 
width of streets and lanes-will he an improve­
ment, and I do not see how clauses 5 and 6 are 
to work with any justice to those who have 
bought land at the present time. As to the 
nwasure having the effect of rendering the dis­
tricts in which it will o\Jerate more healthy, it 
does not. be1n on that subJect at all. 

The PRR::YIIER : It will prevent them g-etting 
more unhealthy. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Well, I 
do not think it will have much effect in that way 
because a man can be as dirty upon a 1G-percl; 
allotment as upon a 12-perch one. 

Mr. FERGUSON said: Though this is a 
SI~all Bill it is a very important one, and it is a 
Blll that I hope will pass into law this session. 
'Ne should oee that its provhdons are made as 
stringent and as defined as possible so that people 
may not be able to evade its provisions when it 
does become law. I look upon this Bill in the 
light of a building Act on a small scale, and 
we know very well how difficult it is to make 
people comply with any law in connection 
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with building. There is a portion of our Local 
Government Act providing that a certain class 
of buildings shall be erected on first-class 
blocks. The Government, at the request of 
a local authority, mav proclaim a certain area 
in a town as a first-clai;s block; and the useful­
ness of that is to prevent wooden buildings 
being erected, and to reduce the risk of fit·e. 
But, although that Act has been amended once 
or twice, still the people evade it in spite of 
the fact that at the time of the pas;dng of the 
measure it was thought that it had been mn,de so 
stringent, and been so carefully drawn, that it 
could not possibly be evaded. · For that reason 
such a Bill as this should be very clear and 
very distinct. One clause of the Act I refer 
to was worded to this effect-that all external 
walls of buildings should be composed of brick, 
stone, or other non-combustible materials. Yet 
the people continued to erect wooden frames, and 
instead of sheathing the buildings with wood 
they sheathed them with galvanised iron cr',,th part 
of an inch thick. To my own knowledge there 
were seven cases which were tried by the 
local courts, and in each case the verdict was 
that the iron constituted the external walls of 
the buildings. Of course those were ridiculous 
decisions, and people were still allowed to erect 
buildings of that nature on first-c]a,s sections. 
\V ell, the Act was amended 2.gain, and the 
amendment was supposed to be so perfect that 
it could not be evaded. The amendment was 
to this effect : that the external walls of any 
building or part of a building should not be 
composed of wood, but should be of brick, stone, 
iron, or any other non-combustible materials. 
But although the Act was amendecl in that way, 
still it has been evaded. Of course, every build­
ing must have doors and windows. There is no 
limit to the number of doors and windows there 
may be in any building, and the plan adopted 
was this : People erected brick piers, the height 
of the ceiling of the building, 12 or 14 feet apart, 
put a roof on top of the piers, and filled in the 
space between the piers with cheap windows 
or double-leaved doors, and evaded the Act 
in that way. It is, therefore, very necessary 
that a Bill of this kind should be made so com­
plete that it cannot be evaded. I find by the 
Bill that the Registrar of Titles is to enforce 
its provisions. That is, that when a block of 
land is cut up and applications for titles are 
lodged in his office, together with the plans, he 
is to see that the streets and allotments are in 
accordance with the Act. But how about a 
private block of land? ~'>.. man may have a 
block of two or three acres ; he may not 
want to sell but to build, and he may put 
up a lot of cottages as closely as possible 
together, and mark off private lanes any 
width he likes. I have seen that done 
myself ; the lanes were only 12 feet wide, 
not 22 feet, which should be the narrowest 
lane allowed in any city with a climate 
like that of Queensland. I know myself of 
private lanes which do not go through the 
block-! suppose they become public once they 
are dedicated to the public use-lanes that are 
only 12 feet wide, and the owner can build 
houses facing them as thickly as he likes. That 
is a case the Bill does not provide against. 
Then there is another provision that should 
be in the Bill. When land is subdivided 
into allotments, a copy of the plan and the 
names of the buyers should be sent to the 
local authority-that is, to the town clerk of any 
municipality. At the present time there is a 
great deal of trouble experienced by corporations 
in finding out who are the purchasers of allot­
ments, for the purpose of rating the property. 
Sometimes it is years before they find out, and 
all this trouble and inconvenience would be 

remedied f provision is made in this Bill 
that the plan of the land and the names of 
the purchasers shall be sent to the local autho­
rities, either by the Hegistrar of Titles or by 
the parties who sold the land. If that were 
made compulsory it would o:>ve a great deal 
of time anrl annoyance. There is no doubt that 
the Bill will be a valmtble measure if it is 
pa <sod. It is extending the principle of locrLl 
self-government, to which I think we shoulcl give 
every encouragement. I hope tlmt it will rmt 
meet with the same fate as the Local Govern­
ment Bill that was she! vecl the other day. If 
that Bill and this h<td been pa;,sed this session 
they would hcwe proved of great advantage for 
local self-government purposes. \Ve passed 
a valuable Health Act last session, which 
is of great help to local authorities in 
carrying out sanitn,ry a.rrange1nents; but with­
out a Bill such as this that Act will not 
be as effective as it should be. Without this 
Bill there will be a link wanting in carrying out 
sanitary arrangements in the towns of the colony. 
I hope that the Bill will receive the support of 
the House, and that it will pass with certain 
amendments which will improve it. 

Mr. MOllEHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
certainly do not agree with anything th:>t 
has fallen from the hon. member who has just 
sat down, except the intense desire he has 
expressed of preserving the public health as 
much as it c<tn be preserved. I think, 1\Ir. 
Sveaker, that there are other matters to be con­
sidered in a measnro such as I hold in my hand. 
I say that this House has a perfect right to 
consider, and should ccmsider, how far such a 
Bill as this will affect proprietors of land. I 
consider the Bill as it stands a most unjust one, 
and one that I trust will never become law. I 
would ask the hon. gentleman in charge of 
it if he has any idea of the value of a street 
66 feet wide in the city of Brisbane? Of 
course the question of a street of tlmt width 
in Brisbane is not likely to arise under the Bill, 
bnt it is quite likely that lanes will be required 
to be made to give accc's to properties where 
land has been cut up. Twenty-two feet in 
Brisbane-in any portion of Brisbane-means a 
very large sum of money ; and this Bill I hold 
is an invasion-a gross invasion-of the rights 
of property holders. I maintain that a lane 
22 feet in width is an absurdity ; it is not 
at all necessary. I do not agree at all with 
the hon. member for Rockhampton that it 
is necessary in a hot climate to have wide lanes 
and roads. I am convinced that moderately 
narrow streets and lanes are very much better 
than wide ones in a hot climate. We know well 
that in Eastern cities all the streets are narrow; 
and it is not from the narrowness of those streets, 
which bv their narrowness afford shelter from 
the sun, "that disease is rife in those places. It 
is through faults in the drainage and sewerage 
system; and to talk of lanes 22 feet wide in a 
city like Brisbane is absurd. It is excessive in 
every way, and by insisting on the Bill as it 
stands we shall do immense damage to property 
holders, not only in Bri<hane, but in all large 
centres of population. The same contention 
applies in a minor way to those who hold vain­
able suburban properties. There are suburban 
properties about Brisbane worth £2,000 an acre. 
Only the other day-only yesterday-land was 
sold at Yictoria Park at the rate of over £1,000 an 
acre. If a lane22feet wide had to be driven through 
that, immense loss would accrue to the holder of 
the property, whereas a very mach narrower lane 
would provide all that is necessary for sanitcuy 
purposes. I contend, sir, that the Bill as it stands 
does not fall equally npon owners of inferior 
and valuable properties;. The hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley knows as well as I do that land 
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in the neighbourhood in which he lives is worth 
over £2,000 an acre. In fact, out tLt the Albion 
land btL,; been sold at £1,700 an acre ; and I saY 
that an invasion of the rig-hts of the holders ,;f 
proverty such o,s is pm posed by this Hill will be"' 
great wrong, and will probably have the effect of 
makinP' them have their property cut up before 
the Btll passes both Hmmes. That is what I 

tlppose they will feel bound to do. I scty sir, 
that the Bill strikes rruite nne<putlly, aml r' abo 
Hay that there is no neceBf5ity for lXLssing such a 
measure. I hav~ spoken on the s~1bject toprobalJly 
the best authonty on the cuttmg· up of land in 
Queensland-Mr. ,John Cameron-and while he 
is Rtr~ngly in fav~ur of 1naking all rmtds through 
suburban properttes that are cut up a chain wide 
he is .of opinion that lanes may be nutde com~ 
parat;vely narrow-tlmt 10 feet would be <tnite 
suffiCient, a:s chain roads \Vould givcf1uite.sufficient 
111eans of access and afford all necrs~ary require­
ments for the proper sanitation of the lwnst•'l 
tlmt may be built upon the property. I hope 
that the mcnsurc will not b<>c·,rne law. I shall 
certainly do all I can to alter it very materially 
if it goes into ctnninittee, on the gTrnuHl.s 
I hn.ve stated-that it will do immense damage 
to those who are owners of valuable property in 
and about Brisbane and other large centre,; of 
population-an injury which I do riot think the 
State has any right to inflict upon sneh property 
h~>l~-l~r~. rrherefore, if the qne,\tion goefi to 'a 
th visiOn, and I an1 here, I shall vote ::tgn.,in~t the 
second reading of the Bill ; and if it goes into 
committee I shall try my best to put it into such 
a sh:.tpe that it will be less opvressive and 
da.maging than it is at preNent. 

l\Tr. PALJ\IEH said: Mr. Speaker,-! suppose 
the principle underlying the Bill which is now 
before us for consideration is one rolatincr to 
public health. If such ie the cafie, I presun{e no 
great bult ean be found with the introduction of 
such fL 1neasure. There is a great necessity for 
smne stepR being taken to prevent 'vlmt we see 
now cmning near toUR in the forn1 of epid81nics 
such as cholera. Did we not see in the la,;t 
(-/-orel'nment C1-n:zettc a proclan1ation showino­
the necessity of some measure being take~ 
to provide still fmther for the preservation 
of the public health? 'l'he quarantine Ltws, 
I notice, are to be enforced in regard to 
vessels arriving frorn Sydney. It is said 
that Brisbane is a hee~lthy city. If that is 
so, 1t must be so in spite of its surroundings, 
and not in consequence of them. A person has 
only to travel round Brisbane and its suburbs 
with eyes ordinarily open, to see things which 
certainly :.tre a disgrace to our civilisation. I 
have been in the habit of drivinrr round often 
for the purpo'e of seeing how tl;';, people live 
and it really is striking to see the filth and th~ 
utter disregard to common decencies on the part 
of a great many of the inhabitants, and the un­
healthy state the surroundings of Brisbane are now 
in. The question will assume a different shape 
before long. Just now we are passing through 
a series of dry seasonH. They are getting drier 
and drier and drier; but a change will come 
before long, and \Ve shall then go through a series 
of wet seasons. Then we shall see that wo have 
been sowing the wind to reap the whirl wind. The 
ground which is now dry and cracked will become 
swampy, and will bn''cthe forth disease,; of 
e\:ery shape and form. The Bill certainly 
wtll not remedy :.tny of those evik In fact 
it is hard to see where a ren1edy car; 
be found for the existing state of things. 
If a Building Act was introduced perhaps it 
nlight prove a rernedy; and, as the hon. rnernber 
for Balonne said, the subject of drainag·e and 
~ewer~ge is of far greater in1portance to the 
mhal)[tants of the city than such a Bill as this. 
In further proof of what I say, the Au~tmla8ian 

Sanitary Conference, held at Sydney in 1884, in 
referring to the disease then prevalent in Sy<lney, 
stated in their report :-

"It is not by any means too much to say that :J., 

moderately perfect seheme of drainage-which. be it 
olJ~erved, implies. as far a.s this disease is roneerned, 
pnrc air and \vat m·- "\VOn1d abolish typhoid fever from 
eities, and wonld ensure the limitation of the disease 
to aeeidentally imported eases. Lnder the same eon­
(Utions of good draimtge antl good senYenagc. cholera, as 
has been seen a.g-ain and again, does not SlJl'ead. awl the 
s.amo lllay be bald of yellow fever." 
l<'urther, the report says :-

"There are three things which Governments can 
}n'OYifle f ·r their people. and "\Yhieh, it' they were pro­
vi<Ie<l. "\nml{l go far to abolh:h, uot contagions disease.s 
alone, hnt in the long rnn ,tll (li.~ease; they arc p1ue 
air, pnre wator,alHl pnre food.'' 

I believe that some clay Brisbane will be visited 
by some epid.e1nic in consequence of the great 
filth there is now prevalent through all the 
suburbs of this city-some epidemic thttt will be 
a t~courge, not only to the inha.bitantR who hn.ve 
violated the lawR of nature, but also to the 
people who live out of town and who have, 
perhaps, provirlerl the necessary means for living 
ckanly ; they also, I say, will become subject to 
the epiclemie, which, indeed, may m·erspread the 
whole country. There is no doubt that if cholera 
were once to take a hold in this city it would 
o,lmost take "I' :.t permanent al1ode. The four 
principal disear:es which affect cities are cholera, 
diarrhmtt, dysentery, and typhoid fever; and I 
notice from the returns tlmt in our four principal 
towns-Brisbane, ~Iaryborough, Rockhampton, 
and Townsville-the deaths from these four causes 
are the most numerous. It is just the same in 
Sydney, for that city has lost i\,000 !.Jeople from 
these diseases in the last seven years. This 
matter, indeed, was the subject of a deputation 
led lJy Dr. 1\Iaekellar, the heaJth officer, who 
waiter! on the Premier of X ew South \V ales to 
ask him to introduce a Health Act for the 
g·ood of the city, for the thing had become 
so rnnnstrous as to derrw,nd public recognition. 
In Sydney, too, they have for many years 
been iw1uiring into the condition of the dwel­
lings and condernning houses found unfit for 
lmbitation-ordering them to be pulled clown so 
that better buildings might be substituted in 
their places. There are many such houses in 
Hrisbane--hnndreds of places here that should 
be condemned at once, and that will become a 
source of disease when our present dry weather 
is followed by the series of wet sea~ons which I 
am quite certain will come. There is one part 
of this Bill which I do not quite understand. 
Clause b reads.:-

" It shall not be lawful to erect a dwelling-house 
fronting a lane at. a less distance than twenty-two feet 
from such lmw. or to use as a dwelling-house any build­
ing erceted after tlw passing of this ~\.et, and being at a. 
lf'~:~ dist.;mce than tv,.'cnty-two feet from a lane, unless 
such builtling also fronts the street." 

This means that you must keep a space between 
a cottage and a lane of 22 feet. I do not know 
whether the space is for a garden or not. And 
I do not know how this Bill will be applied to 
those who have already bought land of smaller 
areas than Hi perches. Working men have 
bought pieces of b.nd of only 8, 10, and 12 
perches quite recently, out on the South Brisbane 
roads, and they I euppoee will now be prohibited 
from building on their allotments, if, as I suppose 
is to be the case, the Bill is to be retrospective. 
If the Bill does anything towards regulating the 
surroundings, not only of Brisbane, but also of 
all the other cities of Queensland, and improving 
the general health, it will deserve every credit. 

}Ir. MACF AltLAXE said : }Ir. Speaker,­
I may H<ty that this Bill h:1s my hearty support, 
and I clo not think it has been introduced into the 
House lllle bit tllo soon. If it will not affect the 
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great number of properties that have been already 
subdivided, it will interfere with those that are 
at present unsubdivided, and on that account it 
deserves the support of members of the House. 
I do not quite agree with the 6th clause ; I think 
it will interfere considerably with tradesmen, such 
as bakers, and will prevent them erecting their 
bakehouses on the premises. Of course that 
difficulty might be obviated by getting permis­
sion from a council, but it would not do in a 
divisional board ; bakers and Lrushmakers, and 
such, would not be able to carry on their 
business on the land that their houses are 
built upon. That is the only difficulty I 
see in the Bill, and that may be amended 
in committee. I do not think that the argu­
ment used by the hon. member for Balonne, 
that property is so very valuable, onght to weigh 
at all with this House. \V e are looking at the 
matter from a sanitary point of view, and I do 
not think the interests of a few ought to be 
considered for a moment. \V e are here to legi"­
late for the benefit of the whole community, and 
the private interests of a few large syndicates 
ought not to weigh for a moment in framing a 
Bill of this kind. I hope that the width of 
streets and lanes will not be reduced ; and 
I trust that the prophecy of the hon. mem­
ber for Burke will not come true su ~oou 
as he thinks. It would be a very alarming thing 
if these epidemics should afflict us at one time. 
This Bill has been introduced for the purpose of 
preventing such serious calamities as the hon. 
gentleman is so concerned about, and I hope that 
it will be amended in committee so as to make 
it as perfect as possible for so short a Bill. I 
shall give the Bill all the support I can. 

Mr. SCOTT said: Mr. Speaker,-While not 
altogether agreeing with this Bill as it stands, 
I think it is a step in the right direction. I 
believe in the widening of streets and lanes on 
account of health, which should Le a matter of 
paramount consideration in this House. Any­
one who has been in the old country will have seen 
lanes and approaches tlmt are mere dens in many 
places; and it will not do for snch a state of 
things to exist here. The clauses referring to 
the width of streets and lanes are very good; 
but I am very doubtful about clauses 5 and 6. 
In fact, clause 5 is not very explicit. I do not 
know whether the proviso at the end of the 
clanse applies to the first part as well as to 
the second: but whether it does or does not, 
there is a great deal to be said against it. 
Clause 6 is very doubtful to my mind, also. 
Both might be very ea,ily evaded. There 
is nothing to hinder a man building a whole row 
of houses on one allotment in such a way that he 
can call them one, and there would be no yard 
at all. The clause will require a great deal of 
altering ; but with regard to the width of lanes 
and streets I think it is a very good Bill. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-I agree 
with this Bill as a whole. It only does what is 
necessary in providing breathing space for the 
inhabitants of houses. Clause 5 provides that 
no dwelling-house shall be erected at a less dis­
tance than 22 ·feet from a lane, which will give 
66 feet of breathing space for the persons who live 
in the vicinity of that lane ; the lane is to be 22 
feet wide, and the houses fronting such lane on 
either side are to be 22 feet back, thus giving a 
clear space of 66 feet. A matter that strikes me 
as being somewhat objectionable is, that it 
may pos~ibly interfere with persons who have 
already bought allotments of smaller dimensions, 
and fronting lanes of less width, than the 
Bill allows. It does seem somewhat hard 
that persons should have bought allotments, 
with the intention of building houses upon 
them, and then be prevented from doing- so. 

Still I think it is of more importance that the 
health of the community should be conserved 
than that even the rights of those individuals 
should be respected. In reference to what the 
hon. member for Balonne said concerning the 
value of land in the immediate mburbs of Bris­
bane and some distance beyond, I think it should 
be borne in mind that the Government ha,·e 
alw:.tys surveyed Jmblic roads 66 feet wirle, 
and the parties who bought the land have had 
that advantage, and in cutting up their land 
they should carry out the same arrangement. 
That is )Jerfectly fair. They bought their land 
with Go-feet roads given to them, and it is not 
hard on them, if their properties have increased 
so much in value, to give 6G-feet roads when 
they cut them up for sale. 

Mr. BEATTIE said: Mr. Speaker,-I per­
fectly agree with the portion of the Bill referring 
to the width of streets and cutting up land, bnt 
not with some of the other vortions, becanse 1 
believe they are unworkable. Anyone who cut 
up a block leaving narrow lanes would not get 
the price he could get if he cut it up with good 
streets, because people are led to give higher 
prices in consequence of good roads and streets 
near their land. It is a good thing to provide 
that in cutting up land no street shall be 
less than Go feet, and no lane less than 
22 feet or 33 feet, but I do not believe 
in the clauses providing that no ma,n 8hall 
build on an allotment unless it contains lu 
perches, because the proviHion will be unwork­
able. And I do not believe in the statement 
made by the hon. member for Burke, \Yho would 
lead us to believe that the suburbe of Brisbane 
and other towns in the colony are perfect nests 
of filth. I have seen a great many towns in my 
time in all the colonies, and I have no hesitation 
in saying that Brisbane is as clean a town as 
there is in the colonic.<. There may be some 
offensive portions, but the hon. member for 
Burke condemns the suburbs wholesale. I see 
some objectirmable things in the suburbs some­
tirnes, but I an1 not going to conden1n thousands 
of cleanly people for two or three dirty ones, and 
I object to bun. member~; making these wholesale 
statements, because they lead the public outside 
the colony to believe that we are a dirty people 
and do not look after the sanitary conditions of 
our towns. I hope everyone is actuated by a 
desire to make the offensive places better ; but 
we are not going to conden1n those who keep 
clean places; and I am proud to think it is the 
majority who are cleanly and not the majority 
who are filthy. \Vhen the Bill comes under our 
consideration in committee I shall have some­
thing to say on the clauses making it compulsory 
on an individual who is going to build to have 
lG perches. I am satisfied that such a chuse if 
made retrospective would be a very serious thing; 
and where land has brought very large prices it 
would prevent such buildings as Httrris' terrace 
being erected. Such buildings could not be erected 
with such a clause in existence; indeed, the clause 
would prevent the erection of a terrace of houses 
on Gregory terrace. Therefore, the clause would 
prevent, in the city of Brisbane and other cities 
of the colony, the erection of a class of buildings 
which are not only healthy, but are also an 
ornament to the place. \Vith reference to the 
houses on the lG-perch allotments down a lane 
22 feet wide, and 22 feet from the lane, I do not 
know where the earth-clo~;et is going to be at the 
back of the buildings-! do not know where 
that convenience is going to be when people are 
looking into one another's doors ; and I am 
satisfied that the provision will be unworkable, 
because there will not be sufficient land allowed 
for the necessary outhouses. I shall be glad, 
however, to give n1y aHsistance in passing the 
Bill, particnlarly in making it compulsory in all 
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fntllt'e subdivisions of land to make the streets 
66 feet wide, and the lanes 22 feet or 33 feet 
wide. 

l\Ir. l<'RASEn said : :Mr. Speaker,-This Bill 
is a step in the right dil'e.ction, but I am afraid 
the provisions of clau;,;e ti will be found un · 
workable. The hon. member who has just 
spoken suggested that it was retrospective. The 
provisions are retrospective in a n1easure because 
there are many persons who have pmchased allot­
ments containing 8, 10, anc\12 perches who have 
not yet built on them, and according to the pro­
visions of the Bill they will be prevented from 
dDing so. This will be a manifec;t injustice so 
far as they are concerned. The provisions of 
clause 6 restrict the building upon a 16-perch 
allotment to that of a dwelling-house, and 
this will interfere in a material way with 
many of our mechanics. A blacksmith, for 
instance, might wish to erect a, comfortable 
house and a workshop on a 1G-perch allot­
ment; but according to this provision he will 
not Le at liberty to erect the workshop upon it. 
Then, again, though it is competent for the 
Governor in Council to give penuis"lion for the 
erection of closer buildings in towns, and so 
forth, when they are principally for business 
purposes; yet in many of onr streets they are 
erecting buildings two and three stories high, 
where it is intended that families shall reside ; 
and to c~trry out the provisions of the clause a 
family would not be permitted to reside in a 
place of that sort. I have not the slig·htest objec­
tion to the width of streets and lam'" as laid 
down in the Bill, because I think it will tend to 
improve the health of localities, not only round 
Brisbane but elsewhere ; I fear, however, that 
the provisions of the (ith clause will be found 
unworkable, and if attempted to be enforced, will 
act with great injustice towards a great many 
who have already bought and paid for allotments 
not exceeding 8, 10, and 12 perches. 

::\Ir. AXKEAR said: 1\Ir.Speaker,-I think 
this Bill is a measure in the right direction, and 
it sh.cll have my he.crty support. I cannot agree 
with the hon. member for South llrisLane (Mr. 
Fraser) as to the Gth clause being objectionaLle, 
becau,;e after 22 feet are taken from the front 
there would be 110 feet of a 1G-perch allotment 
left on which to erect premise,. '!'he lane will 
Le 22 fed wide, and the opposite house will be 
22 feet from the lane; that leaves a space of 
(j(j feet, which I think is very good indeed. I 
hope that when we get into committee the 
Premier will make the Gth clause so stringent 
that no verandahs or ~twnings of any kind 
shall be attached to the fence in front­
a,s we have seen nutny tin1es in this colony 
--whereby the bne will be only 22 feet wide. 
'rhe hon. member for South Brisbane seerm; to 
think I have made a mistake, but the Hi-perch 
nllotmen t gives n frontage of 33 feet with a 
llepth of 182 feet, so that there will be plenty 
of room to build '"decent house and proper Lack 
prmube;-; on the :;a,tue ground. The lwn. Inmnber 
for Fortitude Valley seemed to object to the 
rcumrks made by the hlm. member for Burkc. 
I <tuite agree with that hon. member. I should 
like to think that BrisLane was a clean vlace; 
but it is very far from being a clean city, and 
the gentlemen who have charge of the sanitary 
arnmgements of the city of Brisbane have 
a great deal to do Lefore they mm claim 
that Brislmne is one of the clean~st cities, 
not in the colonies, but in the colony. I 
am sure the hon. member for Burke has no 
desire to detmct in any way from Brisbane ; 
but one need not go into the suburbs, as in 
the heart of the city there are some places 
which want remedying. This Bill will be the 
means of remedying- many of the evils which 

exist at present, and I shall give it my hearty 
support. It is, I think, to be regretted that a 
Bill of this kind was not introduced into the 
colony a few years ago. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the com­

mittal of the Bill was made an Order of the Day 
for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
On the motion of the COLOXIAL THEA­

SURER (Hon. eT. R. Dickson), the Speaker left 
the chair, and the House went into Committee 
to consider the Supply to be granted to Her 
Majesty. 

The COLONIAL SECHI~TARY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith), in movmg that £10,316 be granted 
for GanlH, said there was no change in that vote 
from last year, except that a larger amount was 
required for contingencies and incidentals in 
con:;jequence nf the larger nun1ber of prisoners. 

Mr. HAMILTOX said there was one question 
which he had put that afternoon, and which the 
Premier had forgotten to anHwer, namely: \Vhy 
the "Hopeful" prisoners were still in the gaol? It 
had been admitted that the pre.sent gaol was very 
much over-crowded; and there was a regulation­
he die! not know whether it was a written regu­
lation-but there was a rule, and a very g·ood 
one, that long~sentence prisoners \vere ahvays 
sent to St. Helena. That rule did not appear 
to have Leen adhered to in the instance he 
mentioned, and one would think tlmt if there 
was such a rule it would be adhered to, especially 
when the gaol was admittedly overcrowded. It 
appeared the more strange in this instance, 
because he had heard on two or three different 
occasions that those prisoners had been taken 
as far as the steamer for transit to St. Helena, 
and theB sent back to the gaol. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not think that St. Helena was the proper place 
for nrisoners who were in irons. There were 
1nanY re,;tsons why prisoners serving a sentence 
in irons should not be sent there. He had heard 
O'lCe that the prisoners were taken to the steamer 
to be sent to St. Helena, and he regretted to 
""Y they were t.cken from the gaol without the 
Government knowing anything· about it. He had 
not hacl time to inquire into the matter before ; 
but he then discovered that it was the practice to 
move prisoners about without the knowledge of the 
Govermnent. The law required that no prisoner 
should be removed without the authority of 
the Govern01· in Council, so that there 
should be Ministerial responsibility for 
what was done. The removal of a prisoner 
from one prison to another should be sub­
rnitted to the head of the department in the 
ordinary way. It w.cs a fact that long-sentence 
prisoners were generally sent to St. I-Ielemt. It 
was vm·y undesirable that short-sentence prisoners 
should be sent tlwre, becau,;e at St. Helena they 
had the associated sy::;teiu, and there was no 1ueans 
of keeping the prisoners apart from each other. 
In point of fact both gaols were very unsatis­
factory in that respect. The g,wl at Brisbane wtts 
not half as large as it ought to be for the work to 
Le clone there, unless, indeed, they had two g,wls 
at St. Helena-one for long-sentence prisoners 
and the other for short - sentence jJriwners. 
It was extremely detrimental to men convicted of 
first offences that they should be associated with 
long-sentence prisoners, and no provision waH 
made for keeping them separate at St. Helena. 
There wa~ no provision in any of the gaols for 
reforruing prisoners. 

1\Ir .. TESSOP said he had heard something in 
refel'ence to the 1nanagen1ent of gaols, anLl he 
thought it was perhaps as well that it should 
be made known for the benefit of the country 
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and people who wished to do well. A man was 
cmwicted of crime in his district and his wife used 
to pay periodical visits to him. She told him (Mr. 
Jessop) that she could g-o and see her husband at 
any time; the warden; were so very kind th<tt she 
w:1s allowed to see her husband when she cbo;;e, 
"nd stay an hour or two with him. It was macle 
a boast in the district he represented that that 
woman could go and see her huslmml at any 
time. He (Mr. Jessop) thought that was a 
matter that required looking into. He was of 
opinion that persons sentenced to three or four 
year.s' i1nprisonment for cr·ilne should not have 
the privilege of having- visitors. He would like 
to know what was the rule in reference to send­
ing long--sentence prisoners to St. Helena. It 
appeared that some were sent there and sqme 
were not. He did not think the Committee had 
sufficient information on the 11catter. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not quite catch wh:tt the hon. g-entleman ;;aiel, 
but he understood him to state that he knew of 
a case where the wife of a prisoner was allowed 
to vi;;it him in gaol. He (the Colonial ::lecre­
kuy) would be very gbd if any case of that kind 
w''" brought under hi>; notice. 'rhe hon. member 
did not say what year the case he referred to 
occurred. 

Mr. Jl~S::lOP : About two yea1·s ag-o. 
The COLONIAL ::lECRETAllY said he 

had never heard of a cctse of that kind, 
although he had heard of g-reat laxities in 
the administration of tl1e gaol where that was 
srtid to have happened. He thought that 
any hon. member who heard of a ca,;e of that 
sort onght to cornrnnnicate it to the Governn1ent, 
as it was to the interest of the public that such 
irreg-ularities should be put down at once. The 
hon. member asked what the rule was in reference 
to sending long-~:;entence prisoners to St. Helena. 
He (the Colonial Secretary) was ,;orry to say 
that there was no very satisfactory rule on the 
subject. Long-sentence prisoners we1·e gene­
rally sent to St. Helena lJecanse it was con­
sidered very undesirnble to send slwrt-sentence 
priwner;; there to as;;ociate with habitual crimi­
na.h;, also because there vnLK no provision in the 
gaol at BrisbanP for teachi11g prisoner~ a trade as 
there wa,; at St. Helena. lhom time to time, when 
the gaol was full, it was necer-.,sary to send snn1e 
prisoners away. On the last occa,;ion that 
occurred, when he was informed of it he asked fora 
list of prisoners many of whom were- sentenced 
to not more than three or four months' imprison­
ment, as he considered it very undesirable to 
send prisoner!:\ under short ;;entencm; to St. 
Helcna. He went throug-h the list Yery care­
fully, and then directed that those in gaol for a 
considerable period, and not likely to be injured 
morally by being- sent to St. Hclena, should be 
sent there, and that the others should be kept 
in Brisbane. Re thoug-ht it better that the gaol 
in Brisbane should be overcrowded than that a 
nurnber of prif:'.oners convicted of ruin or offenceH 
shonld be sent down to St. Helena to herd with 
criminals at the risk to them of great moral 
deterioration. Ovving, ho\vever, to the want of 
a,cconnnodation, satisfactory arr~tnge1nents could 
not be rnade for ch-tt~tSifying prhmners. 

l\Ir. P ALMER said he understood that the 
reason given by the Colonial :::lecretary why the 
"Hopeful" prisoners were not sent to :::lt. Helena 
was becanse they were in irons. He would ask 
the hon. g-entleman to inform the Committee 
whether all prisoners sentenced to punishment 
in irons were also kept btwk aml not sent to St. 
Helena, or if any prisoners in irons had been 
sent there? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sai<l he 
could not anr,wer for anything- that had happened 
before he was responsible for the manag-ement o 

the g·aol; but no prisoners sentenced to punish­
IHent in irons since he had had the uutnng~llll'llt 
of the department had been sent to St. HelemL 
to his knowledge. 

i\lr. SCOTT 8ttid he understood from wh>ttthe 
Colonial Secretary had otated that there was 
not sufficient acConnnodation in the Bl'isbane 
Gaol. He remembered that not very long- since 
htrge addition:-; were 1nade to the et-itabli~hn1ent 
at St. Helerw .. , and it was not 111uch 1nore than 
twelYe or eighteen rnnnths 1-1ince the new gaol at 
South llri,;banc was finished. He supposed the 
accommodation there was larger than in the old 
gaol? 

The COLO~L\L SlO:Cln£'TAHY: No; very 
much lecd. 

::Hr. ::lCOTT said he was not aware of tlutt. 
The COLONIAL SECRETAl~Y: It will nut 

hol,J one-third the number. 
i\Ir. :::lCOTT said he knew the accmnmodatiuu 

at St. Helena was very much extended, ns he saw 
it hhnself not very lo~1g ago. 

The COLO?UAL SECRETARY said St. 
Helena was not overcrowded, but there was no 
classification there, and no rnemu; of keeving the 
prisoners apart. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he wtts very glad to 
hear from the Colonial Secretary that the reason 
the ''Hopeful " prisoners were not sent to St. 
Helcna wao because they had been sentenced to 
punishment in irons, and it lmd been considered 
undesirable to send prismwr, in irons to St. 
Helena. He (l\Ir. Hamilton) was under the im­
pre.ssion-and he thoug-ht that the impression 
w~ti-i a. general one~that the rensun waN because 
the Governor refu::md to Rign the neceRtmry 
documents. The men had been taken down to 
the stea1ner twice but returned to the gaol again, 
and the general im]Jrc•,0ion was that they had 
been brought back because the Governor refused 
to sicrn the clocurnents ::tnthorising their rernontl, 
aR h~ considered the Ken ten cc was a.n illegal one. 
It would be remembered thnt the prisoners were 
sentenced to fi Ye years in irmm ; it was thought 
tlmt the Govemor considered that w:c;; illegal. 

The CULO~IAL SECKETARY >aid the 
hon. member httd been mi,;informed. There was 
no foundtttion whateYor for such st"tements. 

J\Ir. XOllTUX asked whether there was any 
otlicer respon;;ible for the distribution of g-ratui­
tie.-; to disch:.trged pri~oners? 

The COLOXIAL SECltET~\RY sairl he was 
informed tlmt there was no regularly defined 
svstem in reference to the distribution of those 
g1'atuitie'. The sum was approprbte<l for the 
pnqJose of enabling discharged pri.-;oners to get 
back to the place where they came from, and 
where they were moc<t likely to be able to get 
employment. 

Mr .• J.ESSOl' o.tid the item for incidentals­
.£4,000-seemed large. \V ere tenders called for 
all supplies 1 

The COLO)IIAL :::lECILETAltY: Tenders 
are called in all cases. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL ::-lJ~CRE'l'AHY moved that 

£10,,!30 be granted for salaries and contingencies, 
Penal Establishment, St. Helena. There wa;; a 
i·nnall inctease in the an1ount for provisions and. 
incidentctls, on account of the increase in the 
number of prisoners; the salaries for the brick­
layer, baker, >tnd sugar-boil~r httd been put down 
separately, and the small mcreases to warders 
were on the usual sc<tle for leng-th of service. 

Mr. Alu\N]) said he happened to be absent 
from the Chaml1er when the last vote was passed, 
but he intended to lmve asked for information 
as to who wtts to be appointed gaoler at the 
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Brisbane Gaol in the room of Mr. Bernard, dis­
missed? It had been reported in the papers that 
some gentleman from New South \V ::tleshadgot the 
appointment; but it struck him, and no doubt 
many other hon. members, that one could ha,ve 
been found in the colony. There were many men 
who had been in the gaol service for twenty 
years or more, and it seemed hard to them that 
the Government should have gone to another 
colony for a gaoler for the Brisbane Gaol, when 
pmsibly some among· them might have been found 
worthy and able to fill the position. 

The COLONIAL SJ<~CRETARY said it was 
true that a gaoler had been appointed who had 
not been in the colony before, but he had been a 
very excellent gaol officer in I\ ew South vV ales, 
:md had a natural aptitude for the work. Had 
there been 'tnyone in the gaol service of the 
colony whom he could have seen his way to 
recommend for the appointment, he should have 
done so ; but he was unable to do so. In fact, 
a radical change 'vas wanted there in every 
respect, and the pre5ent was a very good oppor­
tunity of instituting it. The gentleman ap­
pointed had the very highest recommendations, 
:ond had besides a natural aptitude and a liking 
for the work. He believed the new gaoler would 
be a v::tluable acquisition to the penal service of 
the colony. 

Mr. P ALJ\IER said he could not understand 
the n1eaning of the terrns '' trade supervisor" 
and "trade instructor." They seemed rather 
strange officers to be attached to a pen,.! establish­
ment. Perhaps the Colonial Secretary would 
give son1e explanation on the point. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
trades were taught to prisoners at St. Helena, 
mtd those were the principal officers who gave 
instruction to the prisoners. A great deal of 
work was done there, as hon. members could sec 
from the superintendent's report. 

Mr. P ALMER said lw could nnderstand the 
tern1s now. Before the explanation was given 
he was under the impression that " trade" re­
ferred to commerce, anrl not to mechanical 
ocClll)ations. 

(~uestion pnt and passed. 
The COLONIAL SEClU~TARY movetl that 

£3,210 be granted for Reformatories, Lytton and 
Toowoomba. 

Question pnt and passed. 
The COLONIAL SEClU~TARY movetl that 

£G,S05 be granted for the Benevolent Asylum, 
Dunwich. Hon. members would observe that it 
was proposed that there should be a medical 
snpet·intendent at Dunwich at £500 a yettr, pro­
vhdon for whom 'vas rnade for nine rnonths, 
and for the superintendent in charge for six 
months only. Parliament btely passed a Bill 
to ]Jrovide fnr the better management of chari­
table institutions, and when that Bill was going 
through he intimated that the Government had 
come to the conclusion that it was not right that 
KO ln,rgc an institution as Dnnwich, with so rnany 
hundrecls of inmates, should be entirely without 
medical supervision. The time had arrived 
when it was absolutely necessary that the officer 
in charge should be a, n1edical rnan, and a good 
medical officer could be obtained for £300, which 
w"s certainly not too much to give him. If the 
vote was passed the appointment would be made 
as soon "s possible, and the s;chtries of the two 
superintendents were made to overlap in order 
to facilitate the transference of management. 
There was no complaint whatever to be made 
against 1\fr. Hamilton, who had been super· 
intendent for many years, and who had done 
extremely good work there ; but the change was 
desirable in tthe interests of the inmates of so 

large an establishment. No increase had been 
made in the item for contingencies, £6,000, as it 
was believed that one result of the Bill recently 
passed would be to considembly reduce the 
expenses of n1anagen1ent, for a large sum \Vonld 
lle received from inmates and their relatives for 
maintenance. A g·ootl deal of work would also 
be done by the inmates themselves. 

Mr. JESSOP asked how it was intended to 
dispose of 1\Ir. Hamilton ? \V as it intended to 
remove him from the Government Service? Mr. 
Hamilton was a very old servant, and it would 
be very hard to remove him without giving him 
at least an equally good position elsewhere. 

The COLOiUAL SECRETARY said he 
believed Mr. H::cmilton had expressed a wish to 
retire from the Public Service. He would, of 
course, ascertain \vhether that was so or not, 
and if it was not so he would endeavour to make 
arrangements for his services being retained in 
some other capacity. 

The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said he 
was glad the Colonial Secretary had expressed 
himself in such terms with regard to Mr. 
Hamilton, who was one of the most deserving 
officers in the Government Senice. He did not 
think Mr. Hamilton should be compelled to 
leave the service, which was what the vote of 
three months' salary virtually meant. He did 
not believe in the Premier's ide::t that the superin­
tendent at Dunwich should be a medical man. 
If the superintendent was not a medical man 
there should be a medical rrmn with him ; but 
that was a very different thing- from confining 
the choice to a medical man. If they had the 
be,;t doctor in Brisbane they would not get such 
" good superintendent as 1\:lr. Hamilton, and 
such a thoroughly good manager. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not think that, as a general rule, the choice of 
superintendent should be confined to a medical 
man ; but since they could not afford to p::ty two 
they must choose a medical man. If they got 
such a good manager as 1\Ir. Hamilton they 
would be fortunate. 

1\Ir. FERGUSON said that if they appointed 
a medical man as superintendent on the grounds 
of economy they wonld be making a great mis­
take. 1\Iedical men, as a rule, had no idea of 
business ; they were a very extravagant class; 
and the increase in the cost of the institution in 
twelve months would probably be more than the 
salary of a superintendent. 

The HoK. SIR T. 1\IciLWRAITH said he 
understood that 1\lr. Hamilton was to remttin in 
the Public Service if he chose, in a position not 
inferior to the one he held at present. He 
believed the first act of the medical super­
intendent would be to have the salary of the 
assistant superintendent increased ; he would be 
the nominal superintendent, and the real super­
intendent would be the man under him. 

The COLONIAL S:ECRETARY said Mr. 
Hamilton had expressed his preference for leav­
ing the Public Service, to accepting anything the 
Government could offer him. 

Mr. SCOTT asked if 1\Ir. Hamilton declined 
to accept the offer because it did not come up to 
his idea of a fair thing-because the salary was 
less than he at present enjoyed? He h::td been a 
good many years in the Public Service, and it 
~Vl\S hard that he should be shunted without 
consideration. Perhaps the Government had 
nothing to offer him equal to the position he now 
occupied, so that hb was practically forced to 
retire from the }'ublic Service. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said 1\Ir 
Hamilton was, he believed, entitled to a penc;ion 
under the Civil Service Act. He could not be 
made a police magistrate or anything of that 
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kind. He was a very good m:1n for certain 
work, and he w:1s offered an :1ppointment with 
emoluments <rnite equal to those he drew at 
present, but he preferred to withdraw from the 
service. 

The HoN. Sm T. :VIciL WRAITH : Wh:1t 
was the appointment? 

The COLON"IAL SJWRET AR Y: The charge 
of one of the gaols. 

Question put and pas,ed. 
The COLONIAL Sl,CRETAnY, in moving 

th:1t there be granted :1 sum of £1 ,S70-s>tl:1I'ies 
and contingenci!:\~ in connection with the Gov­
ernment schooner, Torre.s Straits - said that 
before the item was put on the E,tirrmtes the 
schooner." :J-Iavh;" \Vas jnst lost. The arrange­
ment whwh would probably be made was to send 
up the schooner '' Clara, '' pilot schooner in 
:iYioreton Bay-a ves.;el which would be par­
ticularly suitable for the work required, as she 
could lie very close to the wind. Probal1ly 
son1e other arrangernents would be 1nade with 
regard to the pilots, which would result in con· 
siderable economy and greater efficiency in the 
service. 

Mr. ARCHER said itappnared from the reports 
with regard to tho wreck of the ":Mavis" that 
she wa" lost in consequence of being badly found 
in anchors and chains. A vessel sailing amongst 
those reefs ought to be especially well provided 
with ground tackle. ' 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
the report of the captain of the ":iYiavis" cer­
binly left it to be under,;tood tl1:1t she was 
wrecke<l owing to the want of gTotmd tackle. 
He (the Colonial Secretary) was very much 
surprised at that, and had an in<]uiry made by 
C:1ptain vVilliams, who reported that in addi­
tion to the ground tackle on btoard there w:1s 
another complete outfit, which was left behind on 
'rhursday Isl:wd. 

Mr. NORTON asked if the capbin was res­
ponsible for the "1\Iavis" having been deserted'? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. 
Mr. NOR TON said that from the newspnpcr 

reports it appe:1red that ;he flo:1ted off the reef 
herself and came clown almost on the bmtt of 
the people who had bought the wreck. Surely 
there rnust have heen smne very bad nutnttge­
rnent somewhere. vVas she insured? 

The COLONIAL SECRJ,TARY said it was 
not customary to insure Government shipfl; and 
the premium would probably amount to :10 per 
cent. per ann urn on a ves:~el employed at TorreK 
t;traits. .A.8 to the captnin leaving the wreck, 
th,tt seemed <tuite justifiable under the circum­
stances, and so was the sale. There were 
extraordinary stories about the vessel having 
floated off almost uninjured; but Ivir. Douglas 
reported that she was really unfit for anythin3', 
and could not !Je made available for anything 
without an expenditure of £WO or £1i00. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWllAI'rH : What did 
she cost? 

The COLO~IAL S~JCRETAHY: I forget. 
Mr. BEATTIE said she w<ts a very dear 

bargain whatever f:lhe cost. He 'vas ·very sorry 
to hear the statement made by the hon. member 
for Port Curtis, that the ":iY1avis," after she 
went ashore on Dungeness Reef, had been floated 
off uninjured ; but he understood that the state­
ment was made by the hon. member merely as a 
rumour he had hPard, and that there was no 
further authority for it. Of coinse that did take 
place, but not before a great deal of work had 
been done. The individuals who bought her had 
expended a great deal of labour on her, and had 
w:>ed a large quantity of canvas and ottkunl in 
trying to stop her holes. After having covered 

the whole of the damage done to the ve.,scl 
while on the Dungeness Reef, when the fioocl 
tide took place the vessel, in consequenc" 

· of what had been done to her, floated, and 
went to Thursday Ishtnd. \Vhen she got 
there, of course, it was the object of the incli­
vi,lualb who bought her to give information that 
there was nothing the matter with her. But 
when she was surveyed-and the hon. the 
Colonial Secretary had not got correct information 
again there-when she was surveyed the report of 
the 8urveyor w:1s that it would take £1,000 to 
repair her. 

'l'he COLOKIAL SECRETARY: £700. 
::VIr. BEATTHJ: £500 was what the hon. 

gentlem:1n said. :tnd the :1ctual amount was 
double that. In fact, it was a great tleal 
more thnn the vessel was WOl'th when she 
was originally purchased by the Queensland 
<1overnment. The Colonial Secretary, in answer 
to a question by the hon. member for Blackall, 
said that the captain had left her chain.s nt 
Thursday Island, and in reference to that he 
(Mr. Beattie) could tell the Colonial Secretary 
that that was one of the questions put to tho 
captain on the examination, and the chain that 
was left at Thursday Island was an old mooring 
ch:1in-a chain h:t!f its sir,e would not go through 
the ":iYiavis'" hawse-hole. 

The COLOXIAL SECRE'I'ARY: The chain' 
we1·e those that she had used for years before. 

Mr. BEATTIE: It was very strange if they 
wem, bem>w;e he had had the pleasure-if there 
was any pleasure attached to it-in looking over 
her lug-book during the time that Captain 
\Villiams h:1cl comm:1nd of her, and ha<l found 
that during that period she lu~d lost nine anchors. 
She by for thirty-four days on a reef-beating 
along the top of a reef for thirty-four clays, 
according to the captain's :nvn log-book-and in 
taking an anchor uud chain in one of the boats 
to assist in g·etting the vessel off the boat cap­
sized, and the anchor and chain were lying there 
yet on the reef. After providentiP,lly getting 
off the reef 8he came to Thursday IsbtHl, anrl 
with everybody there who knew her, or were in 
conununic,ttion with the pearl-shellers or pemons 
on the v~trious stemnen; running through Torres 
Strnits, it w;us a conunon saying thn,t the 
"]\.[avis" used to take a look nt every reef she 
e:<me across; in bet, that, like the Irish­
lnrtn who knew every rock about Cape 
Cle::tr, she knew every nne she ca.nw acrotis, 
:1nd particularly those tlmt she got on. vVhen 
she came to Thursday Island - he was now 
repeating the log-she required a great deal of 
repa,il'in~, and of 1naking good the stores that had 
been lost at vnriom times when she had been 
ashore. Her requisitions were Rent down to 
Bri~bane, and certain ttnchors and chains 'vere 
sent up to her. That could be proved by the 
requisitions that were sent in, and which were 
supplied by a firm in town. Then the "Advance" 
went up to Thursdny Ishnd. The captain of 
the "I\Iavis" was transferred to the" .. A ... dvance"; 
the captain who took the "Advance" up 
being sent on lJOard the "Mavis." Before taking 
charge of her it was necessary, for his own satis­
faction, that he should take an inventory of all 
the things that were then in the vessel, and he 
alw determined to examine her bottom, so a~ to 
s~e if she required any repairs. He did so. He 
took her down to n small island called \Voody 
Island, laid her on the beach there, and when 
he came to examine her he found tlutt she w:1s 
in such a state that she required stripping. 
A very large :1mount of labour had to be 
expended upon her, nncl she was re-coppered. 
It was found that she had holes in her counter, 
under her stern, into which a m>tn could put both 
hands ; and they had been stopped up with 
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putty. He {Mr. Beattie) knew all aLont that; 
he could prove it by those who saw it. The 
captltin who took command of her was ordered, 
in the course of the iustructions he received from 
his superiors, to go down to the Fly Hiver with 
some e'<pedition that was going there with the 
Hon .• T ohn Douglas. He went there successfully, 
came back, and stopped at one of the islands­
he thought Mnrmy Island. Previous to thi,;, he 
(liir. Beattie) should say that before the capta,in 
referred to took command of the ve>'iel her 
windlass had broken. There was only one pawl 
on her windlass, the conr;ertuenc!? of w hi eh was 
that it wtts nearly useless for lifting her anchor 
in heavy weather. \Vhen ttt ~Iurray Isbnd she 
anchored in something like twenty fathoms of 
wa,ter vvith forty-five £a.thon1s of ch:tin; and 
when trying to lift her anchor it was found that 
the chain had swept round one u£ the ledge~ of 
coral reef and it could not he lifted. 'l'hey made 
sail on the vessel, and worked her oti and on 
from side to side, thinking thttt possibly thA chain 
might slip from underneath the ledge of the reef. 
Then they commenced to heave on the windlass 
tu try and lift the anchor, and the wimlbss broke 
down completely. He {l\lr. Beattie) was stating 
those facts because he wanted to come to the 
point o,bont her anchors o,nd chains. There 
Leing only one pawl in the windlttss-box it carried 
away and rendered the windlass, as he had said, 
perfectly use less. They had no block; on bottrd 
to assist them, and even if they had had all the 
blocks in a ship-chandler's shop in Brisbane they 
could never h,we lifted that anchor into the v~''sel. 
They decided to slip it, and they did so, thus losing 
forty-five fathoms of chain and fifteen fathoms 
of shackling belonging tfl the anchor. They then 
proceeded on their n>yage, ttnd shaped their 
course towards Thursday Island. It was ttt thttt 
time that the vessel fell in with sf)ually weather; 
and the Ca]!tain, he presumed, after having con­
sulted the Hon. John Douglas, dec,idcd to anchor 
nnder one of the islands. He anchored under 
an island which he mistook for ttnother one-in 
consequence, he suppmmd, of one island being so 
mtH;h like another. Ho tried to anchor under that 
particular island, but wa''' afraid that he might 
lose his anchor, which was the heaviest one he 
httd-the one on the port how- with thirty 
fathomH of chain. He ha<l no windlass tlMt 
he could lift it with, am! if he let it go he 
woul<l have had to slip it, ttnd conserJuently 
lnoe it as well as the other. He hacl on board 
three other anchors and a wire cable. He got 
one of those anchors from the hold, bent it on the 
wire cable, brought up nnder the lee of the island, 
and let go the anchor. Of course it did not hold 
the vessel; she dncgged it,m1d afterwards the acci­
dent took place, and Hhe went on Dungeness Reef. 
The chief officer of the "MaYis '' wtts particu­
larly asked what chain and blocks were on board 
the vessel ; as tt statement had hocn ma,de thnt 
there were not only purchase blocks lmt also 
sixty fathoms of chain on each cable. The 
rm1te declared that he h<1rl the whole chain up, 
that both ends were shackled together, and that 
there were only forty-five fathoms of chain on 
each cable. The r1uestion was put to Captaoin 
Cater-was he sure that he had only thirty 
fttthoms of chain on board the vessel? ttnd he 
replied that the length mentioned was ,all he had. 
An inventory of the goods that were supplied 
to the "lYiavis" was made, and it appeared 
that there were only thirty fathoms of chain 
and not a single block on board the vessel, and 
that evidence led the Yrarine B,mrd to express an 
opinion that if the "~Iavis" ha<l been suppliecl 
with the ground tackle necessary for any vessel 
navigating in the waters of ~rorres Straits she 
would not have been l•mt, at any rate, on the 
occasion under notice. The whole matter ought 
to be cleared up, especially when statements were 

made reflecting on the lJrofessionttl elutmctcr of 
' Captain Cttter. ~Ioreover, a letter had been 
1 

written by the l-Ion. tTohn J)ouglrts, who \Vas on 
, board the ":VIa vis" when she wa,, lost, in which 
' he expre,ved an opinion as to the cttreful 

nutnner in which the vestld had been navigr~Jted. 
It was a SP,rious thing' to cast injurious 
reflections on a man who had merely met with a 
rni.sfortune under peculiar circtnnstrtnces~cir~ 
c1nnstances of a chn.ra.cter that would try a. nutn 
better acquainted with the locality tlmn Captain 
Cater was. Captain Cater was, in addition, 
handicapped with a vessel totally ·una Lie to keep 
off a lee shore. \Vhen the Government pur 
chased vessels like the "~Iavis," and sent them 
to rrmke passages in the Torres Straits aga,inst 
strong tides and head winds, they rnade a great 
mistake. He trusted the Colonittl Secretary 
would institute an inf)uiry into the whole vase, 
and was sure that if he did so he would obtl>in 
information on the subject very different to that 
he had up to the prer>ent received. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY said an 
in<1niry had already been held by the .1\farine 
Board, who did not form an altogether favour­
llhle opinion of the conduct of the captain of the 
"l\Iavi8." It was very nn1Ch to be regrcttetl 
that the board did not mll additional evidence 
on the subject of the ground tackle belonging to the 
vessel, which, as he (the Colonial Secretl>ry) was 
informed, was taken out of her and left behind 
at 'l'hursday Island. He alluded to ground 
tackle which she used for tt considerable 
time-indeed, until the new grouml tackle 
was supplied-and which was carried on bmml 
of her for a consiclcmble period afterwards. 
\Vhen, however, the new cttptain took command 
of the ".1\I"'vis" he took out all thl1t ol<l tackle 
and left it behind. That fact did not come ont in 
the evidence given before the ::\'iarine Boanl. 
He did not want to condemn Captain Cater, 
ami \n>uld not go into the question of the navi­
g"tion of the vessel or discuss the mistake tlmt 
occasioned her loss, beyond remarking that she 
was steered straight on to the top of tt reef 
through an error of judgn1ent. 1-fis own iin­
pres>lion was that the le"' said about the loss of 
the "~Iavis" the better for the captain who lost 
her. 

Mr. \VAKKI<'Il<;LD said he conic! endorse the 
remarks nmde by the hem. member for l<'ortitude 
V alley (::\Ir. Beattie ), a,; he had ttn extract from 
the log of the vessel, which read tts follows:-

"Got on shore on reef off :\Iurra.Y Island on Priclay, 
.Tau nary 2:)r(l. 1885. and '"as bnmpiug ahont the rcc f 
until ~Gth February. 1885, rlnring which time ~ix 
anchors were lost, and port cable." 
That wtts when the ".1\Iavis" was in charge of 
her former c,1ptaiu. In reference to the cable 
left behind ttt Thnrsclay Island the log said :-

"Be tore leaving Thursday Island for Xew Gninea I 
landed a quantit.y of old ealJJc that was condemned." 
Th<"e extracts quite bore out the statements of 
the senior member for Fortitude Valley, and in 
addition th•Jre was the testimonv of the Govern­
ment. Resident, who lmd spoken in high terms 
of the captain. The Hon .• John Douglas was 
present on board, and was one of the be,;t judges 
of the captain's conduct. 

Mr. ARCHER said that the statements of the 
Colonial Secretary and of the senior member for 
l<'ortitude V ttlley were not reconcilable. ~\n 
inquiry Bhonld certainly be held to ascertain the 
true facts of the case. 

The COI,ONIAL SECRETARY sairl it would 
be as well for smne hon. gcntlenmn who took an 
interest in the matter to moYe for the papers in 
connection with the loss of the ":\la vis." He 
was not HpPaking frmn in1agination, but on the 
authority of official documents he had in his 
possession. 
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Mr. BEATTIE Haid he should be very glad 
to move for the papers. He had never seen the 
papers quoted from by the hon. member for 
l\foreton, but he knew that the schooner had laid 
for thirty-three clays on a reef, and had lost 
six anchors. But did she lose no chain with 
those anchors? The thing w~ts ridiculous, and 
the report from which the Colonial Secretary 
received his information was P'idently from the 
former master, who had lost six anchoro off 
Murray Island. The hon. Colonial Secretary 
could easily communicate with Thursday Island, 
mu! find out what chain was left there, and see 
whether his information was correct or not. 
t-ltatements harl been made that evening very 
darnaging to the character of a n1an 'vho had 
been unfortunate, and he did not believe that 
when a man was unfortunate it was the 
duty of members of that Committee, Ministers 
particularly, to put their foot upon his neck and 
keep him down. That was why he mentioned the 
nuttter. VVith reference to the l\larine Board, he 
could assure hon. members that they did all they 
could to obtain evidence; but the mistake was, 
that the inquiry was not held at Thursday 
Island when all the witnesses were there, insteo,d 
of in Briobm1e when the witnesses were all 
dispersed; the whole of the information would then 
h:tve been obtainable by the Colonial Secretary. 

Mr. SHElUD~\.N said he had listened to the 
discussion with a great dea,l of attention, and had 
cmne to the conclusion that it was a very extraor­
dinary thing for the vessel to go to sea without 
proper gear when it could have been obtained. 
He could see no rettson whtttever in the sidewind 
manner in which bbme had been attached to 
the previouo captain. He might lmve been 
thirty days on a reef, and lost eight or nine 
anchors ; but that was no reason why the suc­
ceeding captain should go to sea without proper 
gear on board for Bafety. He had the pleasure 
of kno,ving one of the captain8, and hoped that a 
otrictinquiry would be made intotlw affair, so tlmt 
justice might be done. It wtto tt very great hard­
ship to take away a professional man's character 
without giving hin1 an opportunity of explaining 
himself. He believed Captain \Villittms to ben 
thorough seauutn in every particular. Hf' \Vas 
not speaking frmn ;n1 ignorant point of view, 
becnuse he had f·n·merly held in vestigationH into 
wrecks, and had frequently sent evidence taken 
before himoelf to the ~Iarine Board, and could stty 
that in no instance did the Marine Board find 
fault with him in the nmtter. He contended 
that lmmding Captain \VillhtmK's name, even by 
a sidewind, for Homething that occurred a long 
time previouoly, wtts not bir. Therefore he 
hope,] that the investigation woul<l be a rigid 
one, so rL:-> to give justice to all. 

::\>Ir. AN:L\K\R said thn,t he, like the last 
spen.ker, wa:s not a, nnntical rnan, and was not 
conversant with the fitting out of a W'sel. He 
would like to know if the schooner wtts supposed 
to be loaded with ttnchors. One gentleman said 
thttt six ttnchurs were lost, aml another said tlmt 
nine were lost. Did her car~o consist of anchors? 

Mr. BEATTIE said that, for the information 
of the bon. member for :iHaryborough, he might 
ot:cte tlmt he dicln<lt mention Captain \Villiams's 
name for the purpose of trying to blame him hy 
a Hidewind ; what he sttid be stttted openly. 
The hon. member for 1\Ioreton read an extract 
from the log, but he forgot to mention thttt that 
extract was dttted two months previous to the 
mtptain who lost the vessel taking command. 
The Government would have to buy anchors 
wholesale, if they were going to lose them tts 
they did. 

1\Ir. SHERIDAN said all that occurred two 
montlJH before the vessel was lost, and there was 
no occasion to bring it into the debate. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. member for 1\Ioreton 'JllOted whttt he did 
us an extract from the log. He thought that a 
log was tt daily entry ; hut what the hrm. gentle­
man quoted summed up thirty-four days. The 
vessel gnt on a reef and remained there thirty-four 
days, and lost 'ix anchors. It was a summary of 
the log. 

Mr. W AK~FIELD said he did not read every 
dttily occurrence, but only the record of thut par­
ticular case. The hon. member for lVIaryborough 
talked about going to sea without sufficient tackle. 
Thursday Island was not tt store for anchors und 
chains. They all came up from the South, and 
when a vessel wus going to sea she could not wait 
two or three months for cables. 

Queotion put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

.£5,5BS be voted for the steamers "Lncinda" ttnd 
"Otter." The "Lucinda," as hon, 1nerr1bers 
were aware, wus ordered by the late Govern­
ment to take the place of the " Kate," 
nearly three years ago. She was a very fine 
boat, but was not equal to all the work that had 
to be done in Moreton Bay. It had become 
apparent to the Government about six months 
ago that the '' Kute" wtts becoming quite unfit 
for the work she was doing; and after careful 
inquiry the Government came to the conclusion 
that the best thing to do was to sell her. At that 
tin1e, also, the danger of 'var was innninent, and 
it was necessary for the Government to take 
some steps to provide, so far as they could, for 
ttclditional defences for the colony, ::tnd it was 
desirable above all things to have some ve,,eJ 
easilv handled, and of good speed, with no grettt 
draught of water, ,wd capttble of carrying a hettvy 
armament. The Government, under the circum­
stances, considered that the "Otter," which had 
been offered to them at a price very little over 
her cost, would be suitable for the purpose, as 
she was built of steel and constructed so that she 
would be very well protected ttgainst a hostile 
fire. It was necessary to bttve a vessel supple­
mentary to the "Gayundah," und the "Otter' 
was capable of carrying a G4-lb. gun ut her bows, 
which wa,; the heaviest used on merchant ships 
fitted as cruisers, and wtts the same as those put 
on board the " 1-Ia~silia." and the "Lusitania," 
which werg recently chartered by the .\.clmimlty 
and fitted up at Sydney. The ''Otter" was, there­
fore, purchased, :otnd turned out to be admirably 
fitted for her work. She was ttt present doing the 
wnrk formerly done by the "Kate," ttnd it was 
thought better to put the two vessels together 
on the estimate, because very small stttffs were 
kept on board of each, and Pometimes the crew 
of one would tt8sist the other, and t·ice ursit. 
The allowances for victualling, coals, ttncl stores 
were put together ; the salaries of the officers and 
men were put down sepamtely, and the vote was tts 
small as possible consistent with efficiency. In 
the case of the " Otter " there were three fire­
men while there w:t." onlv one on the '' Lucinda"; 
the reason being that the "Otter," which had a 
twin-screw, required more. 

Mr. ARCHER asked what had become of the 
"Kttte"? The " Lucindtt" was not particubrly 
fitted for carrying stores, but appet1,red better 
suited to Cabinet pttrties, ttnd no doubt it was 
better to have another steamer. 

The COLOXIAL SECIU£TARY said the 
"Ka.te " wa,s sold son1e tirne ago, a~ it wa~ 
found to be not worth while to repair her. The 
price realised wtts £900. 

Mr. NOR TON said that when the late Govern­
ment made armngernents for the purchase of the 
"Lucinda" it was intended that she 8hould 
take the place of the "Kate." He did not know 
whether the vessel was too good for the work, but 
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it appeared to him that the effect of getting rid 
of the '' Kate" was to create a nece.csity for two 
boats tu do her work. If the "Otter" was intended 
for defence JHU'!Jo'es it was a mistake to let the 
boat brought out for defence purposes go nn a 
surveying expedition, and thus have to mnploy 
another boat to take her place. He did not see 
any reason fur maintaining two boats to do 
the work which one used to do before, though 
he di<1 not wish to propose a reduction if the 
neces,;ity for the two boats could be shown. 

The COLONIAL SJ<;CRETAEY said the 
" Otter" was bought mainly because she \vas 
adapted for defence rmrposes. The "Lucinda" 
was not adapted for carryinf;· stores to St. 
Helena and Dunwich, and there was not suffi­
cient deck-space for sheep a11<l stock. He did 
not know by whom the design was prepared, but, 
though not fitted for carrying heavv stores about 
the Bay, she was admirably fitted for many 
other purposes. She was admirably fitted as a 
Governli!ent yacht, and there was no doubt the 
(}uvernrnent ought to hnve a yacht for travelling 
along the coast. He consirlered her perfectly fitted 
for travelling from Brisbane to the Gulf of Car­
pentaria or New Guinea,, for which the Govern~ 
1nent ought to ha.ve a steatner. The "Lucinda" 
was admirahly fitted for many other purvoses, 
though not for all the work the " Kate" used to 
do; and the "Otter" did the rest of the work 
which used formerly to be done by the "Kate." 
It would be extremely unwise economy to di,;pose 
of the "I,ucinda." 

l\Ir. NOHTOX said that no doubt the 
'' Lucinda" was a very good sea~buat ; but he 
would ask whether the present was a time for 
indulging the Govern1uent in the Inanner pro­
posed. He did not say tlutt they shoul<l not have 
a yacht, but if they were to have orle no more 
inopportune time could have been chosen for 
mch a thing. The Treasurer always raised objec­
tiow; to gT<-1nting n1~)ney for any purpose not set 
down on the Estiinates ; but rnany "inch sun1s 
had been discussed, the expenditure on which 
would yield a far better r,etnrn than the 
"Lucin~b." Under the circumstances, he would 
move that the vote be reducecl by the sum of 
£1,0H on account of the " Lucinda." 

The COLONIAL S.ECilETAltY said he 
hoped the lwn. member would withdraw his 
motion. It was unwise parsimony to sell the 
" Lucinda" C"tR soon as they had got her. rrhe 
ve~~Hel arrived at the beginning of the year, ~tnd 
hnd Hca,rcely got into uc.:e when a rnen1ber of the 
(}ovornmmit who ordered her proposed to sell 
her. ']'here seemed to be a certain nmonnt of 
inconsi'<toncy, or at any rate infirmity of purpose, 
in the proposal. He did not think an extra £1,000 
a year would ruin the colony, am! there were many 
caHeH in which such a bm1t \Vas very necessary. 
There was much wmk which the "Otter" conld 
not do but which had to be done, and it was 
found cheaper to keep a boat than to hire vessels 
to do that work ; ,o thnt it was not a matter of 
extrav:1,gance. He ren1en1bered thc"tt on n1ore 
than one occ·;-t,sion during the last two or three 
years the Government had to charter ve,,;els 
to do Guvernrnent work which the "Lucinda'' 
might very properly do, and the expen?e~ thus 
entailed were more than would be sufficient to 
cover the expenses of the "Lucinda" for a whole 
vear. They would be showing tluct they httd n 
Z·ery poor opinion of their position and the work 
they had to do if they determined to sell that 
rJoat as soon as they h:1<l got her. The previous 
Government had ordered her, and he thought 
that instead of being ashamed of their bargain 
they ought to be very gbd they had got her. 

l\Ir. NOHTON mid he did not think there 
was anything inconsistent in the action he had 

taken : though there had been a good dmtl of 
inconsistency in the remarks nmde by the 
Premier. llefore he had moved his amendment 
the hon. gentle1nan said the " Lucindtt " wa.~ 
not fit to do the work done by the '' Kate "­
not fit to carry heavy stores ; now the hon. 
gentlen1an, before he l:lat do\Yn, ~~·~Lid she wa~ 
eminently fitted to do the work for which she 
was ordered. 

The COLONIAL SECEETAUY: Much of 
the work. 

Mr. l\OR'l'OX said it was never intended that 
they should lmve the "Lucinda" and another 
bm;t to do the work of the " Kate." It was in 
tended that the bo>tt brought out to replace the 
" Kate " should be able to P:trry on the work 
done by that vessel. The Colonial 8ecretary 
first told them that the "Lucinda" wets not fitted 
to do the work of the " Kate," and then he told 
them that she was eminently fitted to replace the 
"Kate." 

'l'he COLOJ:\IAL SI':CRE'l'AHY: I did not 
say so. I said she was eminently fitted to do 
the work she hZLs to do, and that she does wmk 
which the "Kate" never did and could not do. 

l\Ir. NOU'l'ON: Ye,;; the hon. member sai<l 
she "as eminentlv fitted to do t.he work of " 
liovermnent yach£, but he (l\ir. ~orton) sai~l it 
\Vas not detiirable at the present tnne to go 1nto 
additional expense for a Government yacht. 
The "Lucinrla" was evidently unsuitable for 
the purpose for which she had_ been brought 
out, and they had better get ncl of h_er. If 
the '' Otter" could do the work winch the 
" Kate " w;ed to do lot them keep the "Otter." 
There was nothing inconsistent in the position 
he took up-in fact the hem. gentleman had 
pl'Oved his incom;istency. The reae;on he propose_d 
the reduction was, in the first place because It 
was undesirable that two boats should be employed 
to do the work of one, and he thought it desirable 
that members of the Committee should have an 
opportunity of expressing their opinions upon it. 
There\vas~(nuedi~cUAt'i(lll the other 8\'ening al>ont 
a reduction of the votes, which many members 
\vere not desironA of tiupporting. 'The present 
was a vote by which the expenditnre might well 
he reduced because nobody would suffer by it ; 
and if as h~d been ad~nitted, the "Lucinda" \\as 
not fitted for the purpose for which she was 
Lrought to the colony, they should sell her. 

1\Ir. ::VIIDGLEY said they had heard" goo<l 
dmtl of retrenchment up to the present time, and 
several citizens of Brisbane h>td drawn his atten­
tion to the luxury they had been indulgi:1g in 
in koepin·Y both of these boats, aml employmg a 
staff on ~ach. He believed the " Otter" was 
wisely and well hnught at the time of the war­
sctwe ; but now that the war-scare had passed 
away--

HONOUH.\BLE l\lEiliBJms : Hns it ! 

l\Ir. MIDGLBY: \Yell, it had for nil sensible 
rJeople. There never vvm; rnuch of ~ Hcare for 
sensible people. The war-sct~re havm_g pa"e.d 
a.wfLy, perhaps, instead of bmng par~nnony, rt 
would be really wise to sell one of those boats, 
and not only get back again the l!wn~y. she had 
cost, but save the expense of m':n~tammg her. 
Instead of keeping a boat for lYimisters to hold 
Cabinet meetings in, they might very well t:;ke 
one of the war vessels when they wanted a crmse. 
They might use them also in anothe: :vay-t? do 
away with deadlocks-the OppositiOn might 
take the "l:'aluma," and the (~overnment the 
"G-ayundah," and go into tl.1e Bay and settle 
it. The present was a case m whiCh retrench­
ment might very well come in, and he felt inclined 
to support the amendment. 
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The COLONIAL SECRETAltY said it was 
rather a singular thing that that discus;ion 
should take place the first time the "Lucincla" 
ttppeared on the Estimates. She had just 
arrived in the colony, and was ordered by the 
preceding Government for a particular purpose, 
and he thoug·ht was Yery wisely ordered. Some 
hon. members appeared to think her fittings too 
good, but that was scarcdy tt rem;nn for ~elling 
the ship or for dismantling her. He had heard 
no rea.•.ons given for the amendment, except that 
.some hon. members seemed to think that she was 
too good for her work. She had been in cnnl­
miosion only about three or four months, and it 
was rather a short trial to give her and to tell 
them that she was useless and that thev should sell 
her. If they did so they would be the laughing­
stock of everybody. 

The Hox. J. :\I. -:\IACROSSAN said the hon. 
g-entlernan had given the reu,son hin1.-;e1f, and he 
thought it \vas a very extraordinary reason. I-Ie 
said she was eminently fitted to do the work she 
had to do--that w<Ls as "' Government yacht. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETAnY: The Gov­
ernment ought to have a yacht. 

The Ho:>. ,J. ::\I. MACROSSAN said he did 
not think the GoYernment should lun e a yacht. 
They hrt'l two boats at present, and they should 
keep the one wh1ch was best fitted to do the work 
of the " Kate. '' 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said that since it was 
the preceding Government who ordered the 
"Lucinda" he fancied it '"~as due tt) thmn 
that she WitS fitkc\ up m tbe way she wa,, 
am\ he was inclined to think that the fit of 
economy that had now come over them pro­
ceeded from a sense of disappointment bec<Luse 
they could not m<Lke use of hor them­
ilel ves, <Lnrl they did not want the Ministry 
of the day to enjoy the nse of her. Ho 
thought himself it was a very sen ,ible 
arrangement. The previous Government had 
ordered a very luxurious and comfortable boat, 
::tnd they ought not now to begrudge the use of 
her to oth~r people. Their turn would probitbly 
cmne aga1n, mlll he suppo:-;ed they \voulcl then 
'u-range to lmy her bitck or have her refitted. 
He thought it was "' necessity that they should 
lmve '"boat of that kind. ~'en hon. member had 
talkml of the wm·-scare being no sc.we <Lt all to 
sensible )Wilple ; if so, there must have been <Ln 
nncomnwnlot of lunatics about at the time. The 
proi:!pects nf war WAre nwst innninent, and they 
did not know when they 1night occur again. The 
item of £1,014 for the "Lucinda" was a very 
paltry item to cavil about. 

1\Ir. SALKELD said it was rather awkward 
that they should htwe a ves"·el ordered by the pre­
vious Government and then find that she was not 
adapted to do the work for which she was ordered, 
and that the present Government had to ~~et 
another boat to do the work at additional expense. 
It was not only the cost of the two Yessels in 
the fin;t instance, but they had to consider 
the cnntimml expcll<liture on them. The 
stun set down for the two boat:'! wn1::i £.),508, so 
that they were paying annuttlly abont £3,000 
more for that service thttn they previously ]mid. 
The "Kate" last year cost £2,G7G. He w»s 
inclined to think that it mistake was made-he 
would not s:1.y \vitb regard to the "Lucinda," a."i 
he was m1t sufficiently acquainted with her 
qualities, but in the purchase of the " Otter." 1 

lt was said that there Wits it war-scare on when · 
she was bought, but did thttt justify the pur­
chasing of the " Otter" and " Ga.yundah "? 
They could afford the colony no protection in 
cttse of war. It was simply ridiculous to think 
tlmt vessels of that ];inc\ could protect the colony 
if it was in danger frmn European cmnplica.tiont;. 
Perhaps there was some justification for ha•ing 

a defence force to prevent " rnttrauding party 
landing, hut there was no clouht that if a 
l~uropean naval force came here the gunboats 
possessed by the colony would be of little service. 
He would much mther Yote money for torpedooo 
than for gunboats. He did not see any use in 
providing for a force which would have to run 
away when the enemy appeared; that was only 
wasting money. He thought one of the two 
stennwrs-the "Otter" or the "Lucinda"-ought 
to be sufficient for the Government service. He 
was of opinion th<Lt the present was not a propPr 
time for the Government to have it plettsure yacht; 
the finances of the colony did not justif~· such an 
expenditure. l:Ig would like to see some reduc­
tion made in the vote, but did not know that it 
should be mane in connection with the 
'' Lucinda." 

The Ho:>. Sm T. :MoiLWRAITH said that 
the Colonittl Secretary, although he had not 
stated it in so many words, had led the Com­
mittee to come to the conclusion that the 
"Lucinda," which was ordered from home by the 
late Government, was unfit for the work done 
by the" Kate." Tlmt w,ts not a fact. The'' Kate" 
\Vas not in "' position to do the work required of 
her. EYery officer connected with her reported 
that she W<LS unfit to go to sea, and th»t it 
wets scarcely safe for her to cross the Bay in 
rough weather, and the late Government came 
to the conclusion to get a bmtt better fitted than 
she \Vas for the work, and one having rnurc 
accomlllodation both fur cargo and passen­
ger.-,. rrhey accordingly ordered from horne a 
stm>mer which was to be in every way capablo 
of doing the work previously done by the "Kate" 
<Lnd "' great deal more. The present Govern­
Inent, however, ha,d two \·e~seb, and neither 
of them ~vas eiiiciently manned. If properly 
manned, the '' Lucinda" could, he believed, do 
all the work of the" Kate"to-morrow, in regard 
to both stores and plMsengers, and be available 
for picnics for the Government as well. But, 
as he had said, both boats were insufficiently 
manned, and yet hon. members woulr\ observe 
that the amount put down on the Estimates was 
double what wets voted last year for the "Kate." 
That the "Lucinda" required a l<Lrger crew 
was shown by the fact that when either 
she or the " Otter" was wanted a portion of the 
crew had to be transferred from one to the other. 
It would undoubtedly cost a great de<Ll more to 
keep those tvm ve'<sels thc>n it did to keep the 
'' I(ate." No one, however, could deny, a,-nd 
nobody dicl deny, that it was a proper thing to 
supply the place of the " Kate" with a better 
boat, but when the Colonittl Secretary sctid the 
'' Lucind<L" waci not fit for the work done by the 
" Kate" he did not think the hon. gentleman 
W<LS saying- what w<Ls correct. She could do the 
work and a great deal nwre if she WrL8 constructed 
on the lines originally propooed. 

The COLO::'\IAL SECRETARY said excep­
tion had been taken to the 11hrase "GoYernuwnt 
yacht," but he thought that was not an inapt 
expressi1n1 to use. It was right for the Gov~ 
ernment of the colony-he did not mean the 
Ministry of the cby, but the colony--to have 
a \"ec>sel fit to go to sea, which might properly be 
called the " Government yacht," like the steamer 
of the New South \Vales Government. It was 
proper th,tt a Gov·ernment should have a ve'8el 
not only fit, but also available, for thttt purpose. 
As the leader of the Opposition had said, the 
" Lucinda" was ordered to do the work of the 
'' Kate," and a great deal more. She could do 
nearly all the work of the " Kate" and a great 
deal more, but he did not think she was fitted 
for carrying hoa.vy goods on d~ck, aR she had 
not enough deck accommodation. He thought 
dl8 was certainly wanted. If they did not have 
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that boat the Government would have to charter 
another, and he was of opinion that in the pre­
sent conditi•Jn of affairs it would be very un­
wise to compel the Government to seli the 
"Lucincla." 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
remembered gJVmg Sl)me attention to the 
"Lucinda" when she was ordered. He knew 
that she was ordered for the JHHTJOse of doing all 
the work thrrt the "Rate" did, and the increased 
service that would be necessitated by Dun wich 
and St. Helena growing bigger placeH. The hon. 
gentle1nen said she would not carry cargo. 

The COLONIAL SECllETAHY : Sheep on 
deck. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said he 
saw the vessel on the stocks, and noticed that 
she was provided with double the amount of 
cargo accomrnodation possesRed by the "J(ate." 
He knew that that was the case, unless the 
Govemment had altered her construction. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have 
made no change. 

The HoN. Sm T. :VI oiL WRAITH said 
then she had rlouble the C"argo accommorlation 
of the " Kate." He could quite understand 
that the captain, three seamen, and il boy 
would not care very much :1l10ut c:trrying 
sheep near the fore-c>tbin, which was to 
accommodate members of P:trliament. They 
were responsible for keeping the ship in 
good order and repair, and the boat was insuf­
ficiently manned. She was, however, cap:thle of 
doing the work of the " Kate," and hat! more 
accommodation than that boat. 

Mr. BEATTIE said there m1mt have been a 
wonderful alteration in the boat since she w>ts 
seen on the stocks by the leader of the Opposi­
tion. The "Lucinda" had only got a little 
space, about six feet broad, before the fore-cabin, 
neitr the men's mess-room. That was the whole 
of the hold-space she had for carrying, and he 
was satisfied that she was totally unadapted 
for the carrying of sheep or a large quantity of 
bricks on her deck, as had b~en dune with the 
"Rate." Not many bricks could be put on the 
"Lncinda" without destroying some of t.he fine 
work about her. The late Government deserved 
credit for ordering a vessel of that descri]Jtion, 
and he should be sorry to see her sold. It was 
a great advantage to the Government to have a 
vessel like her. With reference to the "Otter," 
he h>trl heard it said that the Government gave 
too much for her during the recent war-scare. 
Certainly there were some funny things clone 
during· that war-scare, to which he should refer 
later on ; but as br as the "Otter" was con­
cerned the Government got full value for their 
money. Some thought that £1.5,000 was a very 
long price to pay for her, but he had it on 
good authority that it cost £12,500 to g·et her 
out. Her original cost at home was £9,700, 
and after the cost of fetching her out was 
allowed for, the price paid for her by 
the Government would not leave a very large 
margin of profit. He hoped the hon. member 
would not press his amendment to a division, 
because, although the "Lucinda" might not do 
all that thosB who ordered her expected her to 
do, she was both a useful and an exceedingly 
ornamental boat. He had heard it stated that 
JYir. Denny, of the eminent shipbuilding firm of 
Denny Brothers, had said that, seeing it was the 
first order of the kinrl the firm had had from the 
Queensland Government, they would construct 
a boat that would do credit to themselves; and, 
instead of making :tny money on the building of 
the "Lucinda," their account was on the other 
side of the ledger. They h:td certainly turned 

1 out a very fine vessel, with appliances and 
fittings seconrl to those of no n"el which he had 
seen for many years come into Queensland. 

Mr. L U:\ILEY HILL s>tid it was an absolute 
necessity, now that the outside ports were becom­
ing of such i1nportance, that the Governrnent 
shnulcl lmve a stoc,mer at their clispoc,al to take 
the Governor or the JY'Iinisters up the coast 
occ<tsionally. And with only one steamer, if the 
,. Lucinda,'' wn~ engaged in work of tha.t Jdn(l, 
what 'vonld Lecmne of the necessary work in the 
Bay, at Dunwich and St. Helemt?, 

Mr. HAMILTON said it was very unfeeling 
on the part of the hon. member for Port Curtis 
to make the proposition he had made. The hon. 
member surely could not realise all that it involved. 
It meant that the Government wonlrl be debarred 
of their pleasant trips down the Bay, to which 
they no donlJt lookecl pleasantly forwrtrd at tho 
end of the exhausting labours of the week ; and 
that in future they would have to g<l to sea at 
their o\vn expense. The "Lucinda" ntig_ht not 
be fit to carry sheep to Dunwich ctnd St. Helena, 
but ;;he was certainly fit for c>trrying the she1 ,_ 
herd of the Opposition and his very docile flock 
when he wished to rewartl them for their proper 
conduct in the House. 

An HoxouHABLE l\hmmu: \Vhat? Shephm·d 
of the Opposition ! 

Mr. HA.:YliLTO~ said he meant the Govern­
ment. The Opposition had not had a chance. 
Perhaps when they got one their views might be 
somewhat modified. The '' Lucinda's" luxurious 
Citbins were beautifully suited for the shepherd 
of the Opposition-he meant the Government­
to treitt his flock by allowing them now and then 
to sniff the invigorating breezes of the briny 
ocean. Some might consirler that it was rather 
hard, after having taxed the poor sewing-girls 
10s. on each machine, that they should be reduced 
to such straits as to tax them in that way in 
order that the Go~ernment might be possessed of 
a luxurious steam-yacht. It had been said that 
if there w:ts only one ste>~mer and the "Luciuda" 
was up the coa;;t with a Ministerial party there 
would be no vc0sel available for the ordinary 
work of the Bay. But the '' Kate" was sufficient 
for all the work before, and no doubt the" Otter," 
which was a much better and faster ve"el, would 
ans\ver every purpose. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was satisfied, after the 
speech of the hon. member for Mulgra.ve, that 
there had been a considera,ble deviation made in 
the '' Lucinrla's" accon11notlation frorn the origi­
nal order. To fit her for herworkit would be neces­
snry to shorten her hurricane deck forward, nr 
still better to send her down to l\Ielbourne, where 
she would no doubt he much admired, for sale. 
It w>ts evident she was not fit to do the work of 
the "Ke,te," and there was no use talking as if 
she was, as, according to the hon. rnmnber for 
Fortitude V alley, she had neither hold nor deck 
space. 

The HoN. Sm T. :MciLWRAITH asked if 
the Colonial Secretary had any idea how often 
the vessels wer~ used ? He generally saw them 
moored, except on Saturdays. Hon. members 
need only l,ook how the vessels were manned to 
see that they were not intended to be worked. 
The "Lucinda" had better engines and rcrjnired 
less firing than the old "R>tte," lmt there was 
only one fireman provided for her, and it was 
impossible th>tt one fireman could do all the work 
of a sea-going vehel by hin1self. The vote had 
been cut down to the lowest farthing; it \Vas even 
le,sthan the amount votedbstyearforthe "R>tte." 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said they 
were not intended to be at work daily, of conrse. 
He could not say how many chtys in the week the 
"Lucind:t" was employed; probably not as often 
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as the "Kate" used to be. The estimate wo,s suffi­
cient to meet the annual expenditure~ for if she 
was not at work daily it was not necesi·ary to 
keep up " full crew. \Vhen she went on " seo, 
voyage she required extra hand". On broad 
principles, it was absolutely necessary that there 
slwuld be a vessel at the command of the Gov­
m·nntent for cruising along the coast, fo1· their 
l~se, or to accornn1odate His J~xcellency the 
Governor when he wished to go to the northern 
parts of the colony. If there were no other 
reason for keeping the vessel, that would be quite 
sufficient reason. 

Mr. WAK:KWH~LD said that when they took 
into consideration the fact that fifteen years 
ago the "Kate" wa' fully occupied they coulrl 
hardly be ttecused of extravagance in keeping 
two vessels for nse on their very large seaboard. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the argument was 
used that it was economical to keep the " Ln­
cin(la" in the eYent of the Governor or n1en1~ 
her' of the Government wishing to g0 north. 
\V ell, <luring the last ten years he supposed the 
Governor had gone north about t\vice, and 
the members of the ~Ministry about half-11-d<"en 
times. Supposing they went once every two 
years, it would actually cost £10,000 to carry the 
(}overnor and the ::Yiinisters up nurth three or 
four times, while in the ordinary way it could be 
done at the expense of as m11ny hundreds. 

Mr. MoMASTER said that if the hon. mem­
ber for Cook would look back ten years he would 
find there was much morP imporbnce 11ttached 
to the Northern ports now than ten years ago, 
11nd it was necessary that there should be a ve5sel 
in tha possession of the Government able to 
make a visit to those ports at any time. 
As a matter of economy it was desirable that 
the Government should have two vessels. He 
could quite understand parties speaking to thP 
hon. member for Fabsifern saving that one 
boat was enough and th:~1t the other ought 
to be disposed of. Those gentlemen probably 
had vessels to hire to the Government, and he 
would like to know what the Government had 
paid for the hire of vessels going to St. Helen11 
and Dunwich. If the Government could not 
keep a boat like the " Lncinda" for Ministerial 
trips or for the Governor's use when he wisherl 
to go north, they must be poorer than he 11ntici­
pated. It was far better to have a vessel of 
their own than to have to eng·age one of the 
A.S.N. Company's boats whenever they wished 
to make a trip. It would be absurd to sell the 
vessel after it had only been four or five months 
in the colony, and it did not look well for such 11 
proposal to come from the very gentleman who 
or<lered it, just because his party did not happen 
to be on the Ministerial benchew. 

Mr. NORTO~ said he thought the question 
might be discus,ed without imputing dishononr­
able motives to those who had raised it. The 
hon. member, 11s a new member, might be a little 
n1ore guarded, and give n1en1bers on the Opposi­
tion Ride credit for acting honestly. Did the 
hon. member he11r what fell from the Colonial 
Secretary~that the boat w11s not fit for the purpose 
for which she h11d been ordered? The late Gov­
ernment did not order the boat with the idea of 
making it a Government yacht ; they intended 
her to do the work previously done by the 
"K11te." The preaent Government said the 
"Lucinda" could not do the work. He did not 
profess to know much about vessels himself; he 
did not generally go on them when he could keep 
off; but his reason fnr proposing the reduction was 
that he believed one vessel w11s sufficient. He 
did not care a straw which boat they kept; it 
certainly seemed undesirable to part with the 
" Lucinda" if she could be made to do the w0rk 
~::md he believed she could. He had no doubt 

that the real difficulty was that the Government 
did not want to dirty' her, or she could be easily 
altered so as to do the whole work done hy the 
"Kate," and do it fnr better. His object in pro­
po~ing the reduction was to get an expresf:;ion 
from the Committee as to the rlesirahilitv of 
ecunomising. \Vhenever a private member tried 
to reduce e~penditnre the Government always 
had a majority to prevent it. Almost every man 
on the Government side tried to support the em­
ployment of the boats, and yet they knew perfectly 
well that one boat w11s <]Uite enough. If His 
Excellency or the lYiinistry wanted to go along 
the coast they could do it <juite easily without 
k8eping a brmt for the purpose. It had always 
been done before. So far as he could remember, 
the Governor of the colony had twice gone to the 
Northern ports in 11 boat which was not usually 
running on the coo,st. In the first pl11ce, the 
JVIarrp1is of ::'-loruunby went up in the "Ke~tc," 
and His E:.:celleHcy, the preHent Governor, went 
up in the " Governor J3lackall" to ~Iaclmy. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETAUY: And to 
Cooktown. 

.:vir. 1'\0RTOX : Those were the only instt~nces 
he knew. Could anyone doubt for a moment 
that 11rranp;ements could be made with tlw 
r\.S.N. Cmnpa.ny, or any other firn1 tr;1(ling on 
the coast, by which His Excellency, or any of the 
l'dinisters, could get up north without any incon­
venience? It w:~s for the Committee to consider 
whether t~t the present time it w11s desirable to 
incur the extra expense of keeping a separate 
boat for that purpose. An attempt had been 
made to fasten on members of the Opposition, 
who were in the bte J\Iinistry, the reproach of 
desiring to get rid of the boat now because they 
could not make use of it. That was a paltry, 
contemptible argument, be<'ause they manage<! 
to do very well with the "Kate" when they were 
in power. She did all the work required, and he 
never heard any complaint as to her not being 
sufficient. He repeated that it was a paltry 
thing, when a member proposed a reduction in 
the Estimates for the purpose of getting an 
expression of opinion, th11t hon. members should 
use such miserable arguments as had been useLl. 
He did not care whether the vote was passed 
or not. He would as soon withdraw the 
motion as divide upon it with the certainty 
of defeat, but at the same time he did think 
that when the Premier h11d invited members to 
point out any item in which econom:v could be 
practised~when members of the Committee 
occupied a com:iderable time in discussing small 
items in which they thought some retrenchment 
should be attempted~it was 11 most extra­
ordin11ry thing- that when a real attempt was 
made at reducing unnece"sary expenditure 
members on the Government side should 
oppose it. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH sa.id he 
could not support the motion made by his hon. 
friend the member for Port Curtis, because he 
did not think the " Lncinda " should be sold. 
He did not think they could get a better boat 
for the purpose, and no good could result by 
reducing the vote ; hut he would draw the 
attention of the Government to the fact that the 
iten1 under consideration wa.s a very gross lJicce 
of extravagance. They had not the slightest use 
for two steamers to do the work in the Bay. The 
Government confessed that the '' Kate," HO long as 
she was in work, could do the whole of the work. 
She could do the work for }Iinisters as often aq 
they wanted, and she was often at the service 
of different members of the community; so much 
was she in request by the general public that 
eventually her nse by them had to be put a stop 
to. Then o,g11in she w11s used by the Govern­
ment Printing Office and other Government 
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departments, and also was frequently at the 
disposal of members of the Opposition. That 
the "Lucinda" was able to do the work he had 
no doubt, and the extravagance existed in keep­
ing the " Otter" in work, and he believed that 
!iO per cent. more would be expended upon her 
than was put down in the Estimates. They 
knew very well, besides, that the '' Lucinda" 
could not be worked with the staff provided for 
her, the cost of which was a few pounds less 
than the "Kate," and that altogether the two 
steamers woald be a costly luxury. He had to 
nrge that the present was an occasion upon 
which they had been able to find an item which 
could fairly be reduced, and in which the Govern­
rnent rnight show some econon1y. 

Mr. SALIC:ELD asked the Colonial Secretary 
how rnuch the "Lucinda " an cl ''Otter" cost, 
respectively ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said£1fi,OGO 
Wlk< given for the " Otter," the odd £GO being for 
spCLre additional screws. He coulrl not say how 
much the cost for working up to the prcsecnt 
time, putting the gun on board, etc., was, but he 
believed the hon. member did not want to know 
that. The "Lucineb" cost £14,203-her first 
cmt. Then there were some repairs, which cost 
£773. Her outfit cost £1,480, and expenses of 
the voyage out £1,327, insurance £494, and 
expenses since her arrival in Brisbane £1,096 ; 
totCLl, £19,375. The expenditure for repairs was 
cCLused by her striking on a rock after leaving 
Dumbarton. 

The HoN. SIR T. MaiL WllAITH : Was •he 
insured? 

The PREMIER : Yes. The accident was 
covered by insurance. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: ·what 
was her actual cost ? 

The PllEMIER: About £17.000. 
Mr. MIDGLEY said the hem. member for 

:B'ortitude V alley, Mr. McMaster, had mildly 
insinuated that he (Mr. Midgley) had said what 
he did because he or his friends or acquaintances 
were interested in or had a boCLt for hire. 

Mr.McMASTER: No, no! 
1\Ir. MIDGLEY said he had so understood the 

hon. member. 
Mr. McMASTER : I said possibly some gen­

tleman might have had vessels. 
Mr. MIDGLEY said it was a mild insinna­

tion. 
Mr. NOR TON: He might as well have said it 

straight out. 
Mr. MIDGLEY: The hon. member must 

know him better than that. The people who 
had spoken to him were of this kind : they 
looked upon the colony as one containing only 
about 300,000 persons; they knew they were one 
of the most heavily taxed peoples in the world; 
they knew that they were passing through very 
hard times, and they looked to members of that 
House to do their duty in exercising economy 
and retrenchment where they could possibly do so. 
Now, he had been wondering, while listening to 
the debate, how the ::\Iinister for \Vorks got on 
on board the "Lucinda." He would not like to 
be eavesdropping, bnt he shcmld like to hear the 
hem. gentleman and see how his righteous soul 
must be vexed when he thought of the extrava­
gance of employing those two boats when one 
would be sufficient. If the bun. gentleman could 
only be got on the cross-benches for a few 
1ninutes he would make a 1nore able and telling 
speech against the vote than anyone there pre­
sent. He (Mr. Midgley) did not think that the 
fact thCLt the colony had grown somewhat during 
the bst few years justified that extraordinary 
expenditure. The means of communietttion 

during the same time had vastly improved. 
They had several shipping companies with good 
boats trading on the co:u~t, ancl the occasional 
visits of the f'abinet or His :Excellency the 
Governor to the Korthern ports would not cost 
very much by those steamers. He nnderstood 
that the proposed of the hon. member for Port 
Cnrtis was to do away with the ''Otter," and 
that the hon. gentleman proposed the omission of 
the item of £1,134. 

Mr. NORTON: No. 
~Ir. MillGLJ<;Y said he thought that that 

should be the item to reduce, and th"t the hon. 
men1l1er had selected the wrong item. The 
opinion of the Committee ohould be expressed 
as to the advisableness of doing away with the 
"Otter" and nmking the "Lucindal' serviceable 
for the work she was re[[uirecl to p._.rform. He 
should be sorry to see the hon. member 
\vithdraw hi8 Inotion. He had always noticed 
that when an hon. member proposed a retlnction 
of the Estimates, and hb motion w"s met 
unfavourably, it wa.~ withdra\vn. Xow, that waH 
not the way to reduce expenditure, and if " 
course of that kind was alway-.; pm'sued no 
economy would be effected. He was sorry 
that hem. gentlemen on his side dirl not 
take the same view with reganl to the extra 
boat as he did, because he was perfectly con­
vinced the want of the second one would not be 
felt. 'l'he hem. the leader of the Opposition 
had stated that there was only crew sufficient 
for one boat. 

The Hox. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH : I did not 
say that. 

Mr. MIDGLEY : That there would be more 
common seamen re([nired. If there had been only 
one boat some of the officers could he dispensed 
with-a master and engineer, for instance. He 
thoug-ht all the arguments were in favour of 
doing away with the second boat. If the 
" Otter" could be sold for a fair price they 
would have not only the money, but save the 
expenditure for the second crew and ship's 
officers. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he hoped the hem. 
member for Port Cnrtis would not withdraw his 
motion, because it \Vas only right that hon. nle!ll­
bers should h"ve an opportunity of placing on 
record their opinion of the vote. If he heard 
reasons sufficient to justify the retention of the 
two boats he should vote for it. But the argu­
ment in favour of their retention was ridiculollsly 
absurd. The only reason that had been advanced 
was, that possibly the GoYernor might wish to 
go up north, and it was necessCLry that one of 
the boats should be kept to do the work in the Bay. 
But they had two other Government bon.ts that 
would answer all the purposes required in the Bay 
-the "Laura" and the "Pippo.'' It WCLS therefore 
clear that the reasons advanced for the retention 
of the two boats would not hold water, and he 
should vote for the reduction unless some suffi­
cient reason was given against it. 

Mr. FOOTE said he did not agree with the 
economy of the hlm. member for Faesifern. The 
•' Lucinda" had only arrived recently, and the 
"Otter'' had been ]mrchased this year in con­
sGqnence of the Wltr-sc~re. At the time the 
" Lncinrla" \vas ordered she was considered 
necessary, and the contingency that had 
arisen since had cansed the pnrchase of the 
other boat. So far as his experience in those 
matters had gone, he had always noticed that 
whenever the Committee had attempted to 
economise they seemed to go about it in the 
wrong way. As the boats in question had only 
ju~t cmne into t.he posse~~ion of the Governrnent, 
he should vote for the motion CLS it sto"'l. If 
the Government were to attempt to sell the 
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" Lucinda," he believed that between rer1uction 
in valuP, agency charge:-:, and so on, they 
would lose something like £.5, 000 or .£G,OOO 
befnre they parted with her, n,m1 that would 
keep her for four years at any rate. He 
did not believe in the cheese-paring system of 
economy proposed. It was quite cle>tr to hinJ 
that the " Otter" was very well fitter! for the 
Hen·ice she had to perform, and he was equally 
satisfied that the "Lucincht" was not well fitted 
for the work she wa;; expected to do. However, 
she had been recently obtained, and if next yenr 
it could be shown that they had no use for her, 
he for one would go in for selling her. But until 
they had proof of that he should not do so. 
He was quite aware that considerable expense 
had been incurred from time to time by the hire 
or charter of boats for Government purposes. 
Even for Bay work large sums of money had 
been expended in that way when the Govern­
ment had only one boat to do the work, ;md the 
same thing would result if they prtrte'l with one 
of the boats in f]Uestion. He certainly was 
surprised to see the "Lucimla" fitted out in 
the way in which she was. He did not 
know who wr1s resrJ<m,;ible for it- whether 
it \Vas the previouR Governrnent, vvho hall 
ordered her, or whether the alteration h2d been 
m11de since. At the present time she was 
certainly 11 very handsome boat, and, in his 
opinion, the Governn1ent ought to have a boat 
of that sort, seeing that at any time His Excel­
lency the Governor might wish to go north, or 
the Government might wish to dispatch 
parties along the coast. In the event of that 
happening, they would ha\e a boat of their own at 
their eommand. He remembered an occasion, 
some years ago, when that House ordered boats 
to be built in connection with a mail contract. 
Supposing a contingency of that kind were to 
ari:-:e again, they would have the " Lucincb/' on 
the spot quite capable of undertaking the work. 
He thought the Government should he in an 
independent position in relation to matters of 
that sort. He should therefore support the 
motion as it stood. 

Mr. P ALMEU said there was one matter 
that he thought required explanation with 
regard to the · · Lucinda." The hon. the leader 
of the Oppo8ition had stated that he saw 
her when she was on the stocks, and that 
she had ample accommodation for carrying all 
that was required of her. The hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley--who, he beli€ved, was ttn 
authority on those matters-had, on the other 
hand, assured the Committe~ that she had not six 
feet of space in her for stowage accommodation. 
The Premier had also assured them that she was 
not fitted in any way to do the work that the 
"Kate" was qu11lified to do. The question, 
therefore, arose-How, when, or where was the 
change effected, and by whose >tuthority? It 
was originally intended that she should be built 
to mtrry cargo and make herself generally useful 
up and down the river; but it nmv appeared that 
she was not so, and somebody must be responsible 
for the change. 

The PREMIER said he understood the change 
w>ts made by the builderg. He believed they 
tried to see how nicely they could turn the 
vessel ont, and they had made no extra charge 
for the alterations, which, no doubt, improved 
her appearance, bnt at the same time prevented 
the carrying of cargo on deck to any extent. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
was perfectly certain that the builders would 
not alter the whole character of the ship unless 
they had some authority for the alteration. He 
knew perfectly well-having seen the ship on 
the stocks and almost finishcd-thttt she had 
then ample storage accommodation provided, but 

somehow or another he believed the yacht idea 
had afterwttrds got into the heads of the build ere. 
He did not believe that it got there sponta­
neonsly, but was satisfied that it came from the 
Government or from some people who had 
authority from them. He had not the slightest 
notion whom they got th~ir instructions from that 
she wa,s to be altered to a yacht, and he did not see 
why she should not be altered back again. Of 
course the motion of the hem. member for Port 
Cnrtis had not much meaning, because he simply 
proposed to strike off £1,014, which would mean 
doubling the allowance for store" and victualling 
to the vessel that remained. If that motion were 
carried, of course the Government must find 
some other means of doing the work of one of the 
ve 1,~els. 

J\Ir. NOHTON said it mir,·ht be thought that 
the Committee always quoted economy when 
they wished to encourage extravaga.nce. .At ::tll 
event;.;, extra\·:1gance was certainly encouraged 
by those who supported the vote at present under 
discussion. The amen< hnent would not bind the 
Governnlf'nt to do without either one or other of 
the boats, a,; it only meant the reduction of the 
vote by £1,014, the sum requi1·ed for the crew of 
the "Lucinda." \Yith the permission of the 
Committee, he would with<lraw the amendment 
with the view of altering it by substituting the 
sum reCJnired for tho crew of the "Otter," and 
half the ::tn1ount set down as contingencieR. 
In other words, he would move that the vote 
be reduced by £2,800. 

Question-That the amendment be wlth­
drawn-put and passed, and amendment with­
drtt.wn. 

:Mr. l'\ORTON moved that the vote be rednced 
by £2,869. 

Qnostion put and negatived. 
Mr. BEATTTE said there was one evident 

mistttke in those Estimates. The seamen on 
board the Tones Straits schooner were paid only 
ls. lOd. a day, whilst those on the "Lucinda" 
were allowed 2s. It was not fair to expect the 
Torres Straits men to work for less than those 
employed on the Brisbane boats. 

'l'he COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
believed the present rates of pay had been in 
existence for many years. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he was aware of that, 
but he also knew tlmt there had heen a great 
deal of tlissatisfaction amongst the 'l'orres Straits 
men on the subject. Those men also complained 
al•out the salt meat they had to live on. Those 
things he heard from the sailors themselves when 
they paid their visits to Brisbane. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETAI~Y: Well, why 
do they not complain to the proper authority? 

Mr. BEATTIE said that sailors, when they 
came on shore after sticking in the Torre, 
Straits for six or seven month", never thought 
of intruding on the Colonial Secretary, and, 
indeed, had other business to occupy their 
attention. Those in charge of their department 
ought to have seen the injustice complained of 
and have had it rectified. 

Mr. SALKELD asked what was the usual 
work done dnring the week by the "Lucinda" 
and "Otter·'? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 
not in a position to give exact infonnation in 
reply to that question. The work of the two 
vessels was different. The "Lucinda" was 
engaged two or three clays in the week. She was 
certainly away two or three days in the week 
from her moorings. Some ships of Her :Majesty's 
fleet were here during the last week or two, 
and the " Otter" and " Lucindap were engaged 
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continually in visiting them. If the Government 
had not had a vessel of their description they 
would have hacl to charter one. 

Mr. SALKI~LD said the Colonial Secretary 
ought to lJe able to give n1ore precise infornwtion 
as to the regular work of the vessels in quPstion. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said he 
could only state tlmt the " Otter" had to ccttend 
to Dunwich, St. Helena, and J,ytton, visitin" 
them sometimes twice a week. She had also tZ 
do various other things. The " Lucinda" had 
another description of work to do. She was a 
yacht belonging to the Government of the colony. 
She was at the disposal of the Governor when i1e 
refjuired her. ]\[inisters sometimes U'-'~d her. 
She had also to go sometimes to sea, and had to 
attend the ships of Her J\fajesty's fleet, and 
afford the means of showing those hospitalitics 
which the colony was bou{,d to show towards 
vessels of Her Majesty\; fleet which could not 
come up to our wharves. Her duties were 
i1_1 bet, of a varied character, and it was impos~ 
stble to say how many hours she was actually 
employed per week. · · 

:Mr. SALKELD said the Colonial Secretary 
had now given the infonnation hu haLl aKked foi~. 

1\Tr. J\IIDGLEY said that what hrrd f",llen 
from the Colonial Secretary in no wav jnstifiefl 
the employment of the two boats. Hm1. members 
lmcl all known before that those vessels went to 
U1:n wich~ St. Helena, and Lytton, and that they 
patd thetr respects to the Admiral when he 
visited the Bay ; hut to his mintl the latter dntv 
ought, in the eternal fitness of thing,,, to b"e 
done by the war boats. He snpposed they were 
rotting through doing nothing. It was 3. very 
reasonable request of the hon. member for Ipswich 
to aHcertain how many days in a week those 
veHsels \Vere engaged. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWR"\ITH said he 
thought the Coloni:cl Secretary should seize the 
opportunity of getting himself ont of a dif!j. 
culty. How he was going to employ lJOth the 
"Lucimb " and the " Otter" he did not know 
nor did the hfm. gentleman himself. Ther~ 
was nut four days' work a week for one. 
] luring the time he was Colonial Secretary 
there was two dayt;' work a '''eek for certa.in, 
and all the work could have been done in 
three days. The rest of the time the steamer 
was at the disposal of the ~Iinistry, and he could 
have had her three davs a week down at South­
port if he had chosen." The work was no heavier 
novv than it was then, a.s there were rnore prisoner8 
kept in Brisbane and fewer at St. Helena. The 
hon. gentleman ought to accept it as a relief, 
and as an expression of opinion from the 
Committee-as tu whether they should vote 
all the money or not-that both those vessels 
were not wanted. \Vith respect to showinoo 
courtesy to Her :Majesty's fleet when they came" 
there was no provision made in the Estimates fo;· 
that, as they found nothing for champagne and 
only £7 a month for a cook. Such a thing· was 
not contemplated by the Government. The hnn. 
gentleman should make a clean breast of it, and 
be very glad for the Committee to tell hiu1 there 
was not work enough for both vessels. 

Mr. KORTON said he did not think hon. 
members on the Government side ouooht to ask 
so many questions ; they had got at the reason 
pretty well. The "Lucinda " was intended to 
carry the "pure 1nerinoes '' on excursions down 
the Bay, and the " Otter" had to take the 
"black sheep" to St. Helena. That was about 
the size of it. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

,£35,591 be voted for the Land Ji'orce. The items 
on the Estimates last year were to a certain 
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extent of a tentative character, as the Defence 
Act lud not been passed, and it was uncertain how 
many men would be enrolled. A considerable 
saving had been effected out of the money then 
voted. The success of the Defence Act had 
been very gratifying indeed. No doubt it was 
assisted hy the danger of war at the beginning 
of the present year. Some hon. members had 
spoken about a war-scare; but there was no 
e,;;are in t.he c.olony, <tlthongh the colony recog­
msed the tmmmence of da,nger, and the Govern­
;nent took those steps they considered necessary 
m a!~ parts of the colony. The most gratifying 
alacnty was shown on the part of the colonists 
in coming· forward and enrollinoo themselves 
und~r the provi<,ions of the Defenc: Act. A very 
constderable number of volunteers had come in 
also, under the volunteer clauses of that Act. At 
the end of last year, when the Act came into 
operation, there were only 1,000 men in the 
colony altogether, and on the 30th .Tune 
last thev had 1,n28 men of the Defence l<'orce 
proper, effective for duty, and 718 llldl1bers of 
volunteer corps, in addition to 339 members of 
rifle clubs. Since then 772 additional men 
had been added to the list during July and 
August ; so that at the present time they 
could count upon 3,000 men, more or less 
effecth·e, as against 1,000 men at the end of 
last year, which was a most satisfactory 
result. \Vith respect to the details of th"e 
e,timate, there was a slight increase in the 
permanent staff-that of a musketry instructor 
for the benefit of the men in the N orther;t 
districts, and it w>ts proposed that he should 
reside at Charters Towers, and act as a general 
instructor to the Northern Division. There was 
also a paynwster appointed, which was very 
necessary now that the clerical work had so 
much increased. There was an item of a 
"master tailor," which had been transferred from 
the Permanent l''orce ; and also two additional 
Rergra,ut instructors. There was an increase of 
six submarine miners whom it had been found 
absolutely necessary to get. There could be no 
cloubt that a very important part of the defence 
of Brisbane and other t?wns on the coast, which 
were approached by rtvers, would he by sub. 
n~~t_rine ruining, and when they had to make pro~ 
YlsiOn .at th: commencement of the year for 
defendmg Brtsbane they found they were practi­
cally recluced to one or two men to keep that 
branch of the service going : so that had any 
accident happened to either of those men 
they would have had no mean" of workinoo 
the mines. It was therefore recommended 
that they shonlcl apply to the Imperial Gov­
ernment for the services of some submarine 
miners, so that there would always be some men 
ready to take up that work. There was no 
chang-e in the estimate for headquarters band, 
except £50 for extm parades. The vote for 
field artillery was the same as before, as was 
thnt for the g>trrison artillery. The vote for 
engineem was slightly changed, as the force was 
proposed to be divided into engineers and 
submari1_1e min;,rs. Under the h~ading of "More­
ton Regnnent there was an mcrease of two 
companies, which were now filled up, and it was 
proposed to have four additional companies in 
other parts of the colony. There were fourteen 
companies outside the lUoreton regiment and 
twelve of them wPre filled up. The J\!Ioreton 
mounted infantry showed a double amount of 
members, there being forty men in Beenleigh in 
addition to those in Brisbane. There was an 
increw'e of £1,000 for uniforms and equipments, 
as the amount was barely sufficient last year. 
There was a large increase in the item of 
" cctpitrLtion allowance" for volunteers, as £l,ii00 
was put d<nvn. It was expected that at the 
end of the year there would he GOO efficient 
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volunteers, at a capitation allowance of £2 10s. 
per head. At present there were more than 
flOO volunteers, and it was expected that there 
would be GOO "efficients." The amount for 
ammunition and stores was the .;;ame as before. 
The item "ammunition for sale to members" 
was omitted. The items with respect to "camps 
of instruction and maintenance of rifle ranges" 
were increased, and an amount of £1,750 was 
set down for a steam-launch in connection 
with torpedoes. The operation~ connected with 
the laying of torpedoes at Lytton were attended 
with the greatest difficulty. The only vessel 
available was a small launch belonging to the 
Harbours and Rivers Department, which had 
to be detached from its regular work, and 
which proved altogether inefficient. In order 
that torpedoes might be laid properly the men 
performing the work must be trained; but at 
the present time there were no means of giving 
men instruction, so that the work was done 
in a clumsy and unsatisfactory manner. There 
was no use in having torpedo corps and tor­
pedoes unless the men knew how to lay 
them, and it could not be done without 
practice. The item for " horsing guns," etc., 
was the same as before. The sum of £1,500 
was set down for deferred pay. To encourage 
men to remain in the force the full time some 
of their pay was withheld, and the monev was 
payable at the end of their time. The amount 
now asked for would be payable to those 
who had been in the force under the old 
system. The sum of £~8, al!ownnce to infantry 
staff-officer, required some explanation. Cap­
tain Des V ceux was engaged for a period 
of four or five years, at £400 a year, and 
a claim was afterwards made by the Indian 
Government of one-seventh of his salary, 
whatever it might be ; so that in paying that 
amount his salary would be re<luced. The inten­
tion of the Government was that he should 
receive for his services £400 a year clear, and 
under the circumstances, to effect the inten­
tion of the Government, the amount of £58 was 
placed on the Estimates. Hon. members had, 
no doubt, recently seen the report of the Com­
mandant, and he thought they might congratulate 
themselves on the force being in a satisfactory 
condition. He hoped it would continue so, though 
he trusted the necessitv for active service would 
not arise. The dang.er, however, was by no 
means over yet. Something had been said in 
regard to danger, and he might state that those 
who knew most about it knew that there w:cs a 
great deal of danger, that war was contemplated 
and expected, and that complete arrangements 
had been made for a raid on the Australian 
coasts. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said the vote ju.t 
passed was but a drop in the bucket compared 
with the one now under consideration. He 
looked upon the Defence :Force as a delusion and 
a snare. To begin with, it would never be in a 
position to defend the colony, because it was far 
too small. Suppose the Russians had come at 
the time of the scare, what would the Defence 
Force have done ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They would 
have protected us. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said there was a sham 
fight at Lytton, and the sham soldiers did their 
duty manfully in protecting the port of Brisbane 
and sending back the warship which came to 
destroy them ; but it was only a sham fight after 
all. When the Act was under discussion he 
opposed it, but was supported by only one or two. 
He told hon. members that it would become such 
an enormous item on the Estimates before long 
that it would open their eyes, and he believed 
their eyes were beginning to be opened now. Last 

year the vote for the Defence Force was £23,000, 
and now it was £35,591, besides which there 
was a sum of nearly £11,000 for the marine 
force. And that was not ttll, for if hon. 
members looked at the schedule they would 
find £510 set down for the officers of the Per­
manent Force; that was to stty, £230 extra for 
the commandant, £150 extra for the brigade 
major, £50 for the infantry staff-officer, and so on. 
If to the amounts he had mentioned they added the 
items on account of the warships they would find 
that the defence of the colony cost pretty nearly 
£100,000 a year. That was rather a serious item, 
and he supposed it would grow. Hon. members had 
been fighting little things, but now they had an 
opportunity of fighting great things, and unless 
nipped in the bud those officers of the Permanent 
Force would have power to run the colony 
terribly into debt in a very short time. It was 
not a matter to laugh at, but a matter to 
be thought of seriously; and while the 
hon. and gallant member for Carnarvon 
would no doubt defend the vote with all 
his might and main, the Committee should 
take into their serious consideration the 
magnitude of the vote and the uselessness of the 
force it was intenrled to maintain. There would 
no doubt be another scare; they would always 
come, like smallpox and other scareg, and the 
scare w::.s simply used to keep the order in motion. 
The hon. member for Port Cnrtie had moved a 
reduction in regard tu a little matter, and he 
hoped that hon. member would support him in 
opposing the item now under consideration. 

1Ir. NORTON said that the hon. member 
might have supported him when he moved the 
reduction on the last item. 

lHr. MIDGLEY: You should have divided 
the Committee. 

Mr. KORTON said he would have done so if 
he had received the slightest encouragement from 
hon. members opposite, only two of whom-the 
hon. member for Fassifern and the hon. member 
for Ipswich, Mr. Salkeld-gavehimtheirsupport. 
\V as it likely, under the circumstances, that he was 
going to waste time by dividing the Commi1 tee Y 
So far as the senior member for Ipswich .vas 
concerned he did not know whether he had 
made out a good case or not. It seemed to him 
they were committed to the vote and could ll<)t 

get out of it. He took the opportunity, hS 

he had got up, of asking the Colonial Secre­
tary a question, but they had a volunteer 
corps formed at Gladstone not long ag·o; 
they were now in working order and all they 
wanted was a drill-shed. There was a shed on 
the wharf which might be used for the purpose, 
and which was applied for, but the Colonial Trea­
surer had written him to say that he hftd fully 
considered the matter, and the result of his con­
sideration was that they could not have it. He 
(Mr. Norton) did not know whether any other 
arrangements had been made to enable them to 
get a drill-shed. He would suggest that they 
might use a large room in the town hall for the 
purpose, if the Government did not want to 
erect a drill-shed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not know that any conclusion had been come to 
with respect to that question. 

Mr. NORTON : The Colonial Treasurer wrote 
to me to say so. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said there 
was a shed on the wharf which he thought might 
have been used for the purpose. If, as the hon. 
member said, there was a large room in the town 
hall which might be used for the purpose he 
~hould have thought the municipal council would 
have been only too glad to put it at the disposal 
of the volunteer corps. He should be surprised 
to hear that the municipal council wanted the 
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Government to pay for it. He was anxious to 
facilitrtte the efficiency of the corps, and if the 
Uovernment had any room it should be put at 
their disposal. 

Mr. NORTON said he did not wish the 
Colonial Secretary to understand that the muni­
cipal council asked for payment. He die! not 
know whether it had been suggested or not; 
but when the Treasurer refnsed to give the 
use of the wharf shed he suggested that that 
room which was used for theatrical and such 
performa.nces rnight be engaged for the pnrpo:-;e 
of a drill-shed. The Government ought to see that 
the corps got a drill-room somehow. 

'!'he COLO~IAL SECRETARY said the 
Uoverrnnent ·woul(l rnake the beSt arrangernents 
they could. 

The Ho)[. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said that 
now the hon. wember hnd g-ot his drill-shed he 
might say that the vote before them required to 
be dealt with very seriously. The hon. J'remier 
had .just told them tlmt he viewer! with 
great satisfaction the succes.<ful result of the 
-Defence ~-\.et, [Lnd he im~tanced the gratifyi11g 
report by the Comnmll(lant that haLl just been 
put into their hands. He had only seen it that 
day, >md he did not know why it was so late 
in a]Jpearing. Hon. 1nmnbers ha,d not had an 
opportunity of seeing it before that day. He 
had looked throngh the report, and did not 
find that any gratifying results harl been accom­
plished as yet from the Defence Act. The hon. 
gentleman also pointed to the ,ucceRK of the 
UDvernrnent efforts under the Act to resbt 
the pressure of the war-scare as one of the 
gratifying results of the Act. He did not see 
himself that the Act had had Yery much to 
du with it. He was surprised at the ingratitude 
of the hon. member for Iuswich, who boasted 
now from his corner tlutt he was the ""litary 
individual who OjJ]X'sed the DefenCA ~\et last 
year. If the hem. member looked Lack to the 
columns of the debate upon that Act he would find 
how hopelessly he (Sir T. M cl! wraith) appealed 
to the other side to resist saddling the colony with 
the expenditure which the Defence Act was 
bound to entail upon it, and he would see further 
how little support he g-ot. They really got 
very little assistance in economy from the hem. 
member. The other night he had listened to 
find what the result would be when another 
item was under consideration. The Colonial 
Secretary brought down his estime~te for police 
rnagi.':ltrates and clerk~ of petty sessions, rtnd 
that e<timate wets considered by everybody 
in the Committee a mo;;t moderate estimate. 
There was only an increase of a few pounds 
npon the previous yea.r~s estirnate, and it was 
virtually a decrease upon the previous year's 
estimate on the whole ; but the hon. member 
for Ipswich chose to take the opportunity of 
exercising his econon1ical lHnvers on that (rues­
tion, and asked the Opposition to assist him in 
reducing a vote which wa' actually less than the 
vote for the same purpose in the previous year. 
That was wrong. If he had taken the same 
opportunity in the year before he would have 
had good ground to act upon, because the 
estimate in that year was increase<! by 20 per 
cent., yet there was no effort on the hon. 
rnember's part to go in for econon1y then, 
although the increase was pointed out by the 

• Opposition side of the Committee. That was the 
way they slipped into extravagance. He con­
sidered the £46,000 spent upon the Defence Force 
of Queensland one of the most extravagant 
items on the Estimates, and in spite of the 
expenditure he could not see that they were 
very much better defended than before. He 
questioned very much if the increase in the 
number of the Defence Force was clue so much 

to the Defence Act. During the war-scare there 
was an immense amount of military enthusiasm 
shown, aml he hoped it would lead to good 
results. He attributed the good results which 
had been achieved in the Defence Force to that, 
because the people realised the danger. He 
could not attribute it at all to the Act passed last 
year. \Vhat they could attribute to the Act was 
the £'1G,OOO placed on the Estimates. There was 
£33,591 set down for the land force, and £10,!!72 
for the marine force. In round numbers, there 
was £4(), 000 set down between those two items. 

, They woulLl be only drawing a correct inference 
in supposing that that amount would increase 
and would be higher next year. If it was not 
higher next year it would be si111ply due 
to the whole thing being a failure and the 
men not coming forward. He did not believe 
that that would be the case, becotuse they had 
only t0 look at the pay received by the men in 
the Defence Force. The quartermaster-sergeant 
got Gs. fJcL per dien1, ~ergeants 4s., corporals 
3~. Gd., bornbardiers 0s., gunners, drivers, and 
trumpeters 2s. 3d. ; and the Commandant in his 
report said :-

'" Prom t1IC above it m a~- appear. at fir~t ::.:ight, that 
the pay i~ very small., bnt. when it h; nonsidcrcd that the 
men arc 1mid for ~nnday and week-day, and whether 
s1ek or 'vell, tllat they arc housed, ('lathed, and fed, it 
will be evident that even the lowest ranks arc as "\Yell 
otf as mr~u g-dting :~ns. to :)5s. 110r week i11 civil life, and 
they would rarely have to work so hard; consequently, 
althousch a high standard has been tixed, there has be~n 
little diffieultJ: in obtnininp; recruits." 
He could well understand that. Any man who 
knew the colony and what w:1s going to take 
place in the next twelve months in the reduction 
of wage< could well under:;taml that there would 
be a large increase in the number of n1en joining 
the Defence Force when the men were paid at those 
mtes. The c1uestiou was whether, in saddling the 
colony with that permanent expense, they were 
any nea1·er their defence than they were before? 
He did not think they were. Suppose the 
l{ussians e:une down here, as it was at one thne 
feared they would, would they, even if they voted 
that sum on the Estimates, be in a position to 
meet the Russian vessels? He did not think they 
would. The only effective operations that had 
been carried out were in the Brisbane River, and 
were very much for the protection of Brisbane. Not 
the slightest thing had been done tu prevent an 
enemy doing any damage at other places. What 
was the opinion of the na,v "tl authoritim; who can1e 
here to view their effort:;? He had never heard 
any of them say, nor had he ever read in any of their 
reports to their Government, that they regarded 
anything that had been done as a defence of the 
colony. They looked upon what had been done as 
entirely subsidiary to the defence of the colony. 
The defence must take place outside; they must 
.wt allow lwstile ships to get into the Bay. But 
instead of paying money for the defence of their 
shores, which should be the joint work of all the 
colonies, this colony was spending £4G,OOO a year 
on a thing that was useless for that purpose. 
Of course, he considered that there shoulrl be a 
volunteer system, but not a paid defence force. 
He believed that the paid Defence ]force would 
be a demoralising force. He did not think the 
colony was in a fit state to employ soldiers all the 
year round, and he hoped they would never have 
to do that. In his opinion it was better to pay 
men to be volunteers. They could not possibly 
employ a large defence force, giving the men 
,-ery little work to do-and there was really very 
little \YOrk for them to do-without demoral­
ising them and other portions of the community. 
But they were establishing a system which \YOuld 
result in thftt, and they were paying too high a 
price for it. £4(),000 was too much. If they capital­
ised that sum they would be able to purchase 
two or three warships to keep off an enemy 
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from the coast, and if the other colonies did the 
same thing they would have a proper scheme of 
defence. He believed that an efficient volunteer 
force, not under the system propounded in the 
Act of which Colonel French was the founder, 
would be a great deal more effecturtl armament 
for the defence of the colony than the force they 
now had. The Colonial Secretary could himself 
remember that the Defence Act was taken on 
sufferance by the House. It was not ap­
proved of by the House. He (Sir T. l\Icil­
wrrdth) allowed it to pass because the 
Government rtnd members on that side 
of the House had made up their minds 
that they wot1ld make the experiment. It was 
for that reason that the measure was allowed to 
pass, and not because hon. members believed it 
would be a great success. He thought that 
many hon. members doubted that it would be 
a success. He did not believe the system 
would he a success, because of the la>·ge expense 
it would involve compared with the advantag0 
it would be to the colony. Considering that at 
the rate proposed they would expend £Zi00,000 in 
ten yPars, the item of expense was a very serious 
matter. He believed they would have a more 
efficient defence with alittlemoney spent on volun­
teers, and a great deal more spent on naval defence, 
which they had not touched yet. He would like 
to have been able to follow the Colonial Secre­
tary in congratulating the Defence Force on 
having achieved such a success, but he coulrl 
not fine! it from the r.eport. He noticed that the 
report was devoted mostly, as they might have 
expected, to an account of the ordinary work at 
the encampment, and of the measures taken to 
defend the colony wh@n the war-scare was on. 
There was nothing at all about the efficiency of 
the force. The great fact stood out that whereas a 
few years ago the Volunteer Force cost .£20,000 
a year they were now asked to vote £35,000, and 
were getting no nearer to the defence of the 
colony. He believed it was money thrown 
away. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said it was 
difficult to follow the hon. gentleman. If his argu­
ment meant anything it meant that they ought 
not to attempt to defend themselves on land but 
to confine themselves to defence at sea. Surely 
that was the height of absurdity. Suppose that 
a marine force were eluded or sunk, would they 
all lie clown and allow the enemy to walk over 
them ? vVho ever heard of any marine force not 
being supplemented by a land force? Some­
times the hon. member said that the force was 
in.sufficient for protection, at other times that 
the force was no use at all and that they 
should not have any. He thought that what­
ever Defence Force they had, an efficient land 
force was certainly an essential part of it. 
Of course it was their business to keep the 
enemy off their shores if they could, and pre­
vent them from landing, but they could only 
do that by having a sufficiently strong marine, 
capable of overpowering and sinking the enemy's 
ships. But surely they must have a land force 
to prevent the enemy landing, or, if they were 
not able to do that, to intercept them on the way 
to the capital, or any other town in the colony. 
Then, if they were to have a land force, what 
were they to have 'I They knew the hon. mem­
ber believed in volunteers. They had tried 
the volunteer system for twenty years withont 
success, and it was decided last y~ar to try 
another plan, in which it was recognisecl that it 
was the duty of every person in the colony to 
defend his country, and by which it was pro­
vided that the men should be long enc'ngh in 
the force to become efficient soldiers-not in 
the sense of professional solcl.iers, but efficient 
in the use of arms and able to act together. 
They had tried that for six months, and so 

far the results were very encouraging. The 
diffenmt comp>tnies had fill~d up, the men were 
taking an interest in their work, and, all thing~ 
considered, the condition of the force at the pre­
sent tilne \vas surprisingly good. The force, of 
course, was still on its trial. It had certainly been 
stimulated and encouraged by the circumstanc<'s 
that occurred at the beginning of the year, hut 
they had now a force which, if it continued in 
its present position, would give them an m·my of 
3,000 men, trained to arms and fit to t>tke part 
in tbe defence of the country. \V as that nothing? 
He thought it wa,s a great deal. As to the 
expense of maintaining that, he thought if the 
cost per head they were asked to incur in (lueens­
land was compared with the expense per head in 
other countries where provision was made for the 
defence of the countrY it would be found that the 
amount was less here than it was elsewhere. 
They could not in these days, when wars were 
going on, expect to be protected against invasion 
without putting- their hands in their pockets and 
paying for it. It was no use looking to anybody 
else to defend them ; they must defend them­
seh·es, and not depend on extraneous assistance. 
Nothing would be more lamentable than for an 
invading fleet to enter 11oreton Bay, and, 
in the absence of their \Varships, con1e up 
to the capital and lay it uncler contribution. 
Nothing would be more lamentable or disgraceful 
than the loss occasioned by one raid of that 
kind ; it would be more tlum the cost of the 
Defence Force for twenty or thirty years. The 
hon. gentleman seemed to assume that the money 
asked for was to be expended on a force that 
would not be efficient, and wanted to revert to a 
purely volunteer force; but, as he bad >tlready 
said, the Defence Force had only been in exis­
tence six n1onthR and was \Vorking v;,rell, ·while 
the volunteer system had been tried for twenty 
years, and was an admitted failure. With 
respect to the marine force-although the vote 
for that was not now before the Committee-the 
expem,es asked for were for the " Gayunclah," 
the torpedo boat, and the members of the 
Naval Brigade in the colony generally. That 
was the only floating defence the colony 
had at present-one ship, and a sufficient 
number of men to arm other vessels if 
the occasion arose. It was necessary to be, to 
some extent, prepared for conting-encies. They 
could not go to the first shop in the street and 
order afullyef[uippecl warship when the enemy's 
fleet was off the coast. Of the whole vote for the 
Defence Force £10,000 was for the gunboat, and 
when they reached that item he should l1e 
prepared to give the Committee some additional 
information as to the arrangements proposed to 
be made for naval defence. Those g·un boats 
were not intended, nor were they fit, to go a 
long way frmn shore. Provision for fighting 
a hostile fleet at sea must be made bY others 
than Queensland alone. For that puhJose all 
the colonies ought to combine, but even if all 
the colonies were agreed upon that point it 
would involve the expenditure of money. It 
was no use at that time of day to think 
they could defend their coasts or preserve 
themselves from the clanger of foreig·n invasion 
without the expenditure of money. His opinion 
was tbat the Australian colonies ought to com­
bine to make an addition to the Australian 
Sf[uadron, to be under the control of the Com­
mander-in-Chief on the station, to !o>e called the 
Australian fleet, belonging to the colonies, and 
maintained at their expense. It wo'Jh! cost some 
money, but so long as other nations were willing 
to make war and invade the colonies they must he 
prepared to meet them. The last was no idle 
threat of war. It was perfectly well known that 
arrangement~ had been made by the nussians 
for attacking the Australian colonies during the 
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late contemplated war. They had eYen arranged 
for ::m ample supply of coal for the purpose. 
'fhe dang·cr of invasion was not ilnaginary, 
but one that might occur again at any 
moment ; and he should be sorry to think that 
the colony would be afraid to pay the necessary 
money for its own security. The mode in which 
the rrwney was proposed to be spent was a wise 
ancl ecomonical one. As to the permanent 
arm of the service, it consisted of fifty men, all 
of whom had plenty of work to do. 'rhey were 
actually serving as a school of instruction. :Men 
were continually there from different corps and 
towns in the colony, learning their d'.lties from 
day to day; aud the officers of different com­
panies were also engaged in drill nearly every 
clay in the week. They were doing their work 
as a school of instruction, and in the course of a 
very short time they might expect to have a force 
of several thousand men ready at a moment's 
notice to take up arms, and rwt only ready, but who 
were drilled, and would work to£;ether under 
disciplinr~. Such a force would 1nake a Rtrong 
defence against any attempted invasion of the 
colony. The work \Vas not only a good one, but an 
absolutely nece,,ary one if they were to deserve 
the name of a portion of the British nation; and 
he should be very sorry that any Parliament 
should ever take up the view tlutt from motive'' 
of economy they should give up the notion of 
defending themselves. 

Mr. S_~LKELD said his chief objection to the 
Defence Bill when it was passing through the 
House last year was that its tendency would be 
to saddle the colony with a military system, and 
the estimate they were now asked to grant only 
tende<l to confirm him in that opinion. He 
believed with the leader of the Opposition that 
the colony would be burdened with a constantly 
increasing expenditure nn the l)ofence Force, 
unless the Committee expressed itself in a most 
decided rnanner against it. The an1onnt last 
year, £23,000, seemed very large, but what 
was to be said about the vastly >nvollen sum now 
aslwd for, £35,000, t<·l say nothing· about an 
addition<tl £11,000 on the marine force"? Even 
those enor1nous snn1s would go on increasing 
unless a strict look-ont was kept over then1. 
He did not SUJll)(l'e any of the items would be 
reduced, though he would be glad to see a reduc­
tion in many of them. He would have voted for 
the amendment of the hon. member for Port 
Curtis had it gone to a division. He noticed 
that gunners, drivers, a.nd trun1peters received 
2s. 3d. a day. The hon. leader of the Opposi­
tion seemed to think there was no fear of 
the supply of men failing ; but it seemed 
to him that the remarlmhle thing was that the 
Govemment in a country like this could get 
rnen to go ~mlrliering for 2ti. 3d. a day. He 
believed they would lmve too much volunteer· 
ing and too rnany paid 1nen. The Govcrn111ent 
seemed disposed to give the militm·y chiefs full 
~nving-, and the whole colony tYoultl ~onn be nncler 
nmrtiallaw. He noticed by the ,schedule that the 
Commandant received £UOO, £100 for forage allow­
ances, and quarters valued at £130 a year. He 
woul<l like to know where the quarters were 
situated? 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY: They are 
the quarters formerly occupied by the Commis­
sioner of Police. 

Mr. SALKELD sttid an approximate value 
ought to be given. It \Vas a cmnplete rnansion, 
and no one could get anything like it for £130 
a year. He knew a two·story hmlse at the back 
of it, with four or five rooms, and a yard not 
brger than the tloor of the House, that let fnr 
£2 10s. a week. The scheLlules were quite 
misle:ccling. He thnn~·ht there was ton ~Teat a 
contrast between the [><ty of the privates and the 

officers ; they ought to be placed more on " 
level. He saw there was an amount for rations 
and fuel ; he supposed all the officers and the 
men were provided with both rations and fuel. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not the 
officers. 

1\Ir. 1\HDGLEY said the hon. member for 
Ipswich should know that it would not do for 
the men to g~et the same pay as the officers. The 
officers were paid tbe most because they 
were the least likely to be shot. It would 
not do to lmve so m:111y highly paid men who 
were likely to meet with a violent death. There 
was an o"Id saying tha,t when rogues fell out 
honest men were likely to get their own. It was 
because the economical members so often fell out 
that the Government so often got their own way. 
Last year when those matters were under discus­
sion he felt he could not support the economical 
members. The sentiments which had been 
expressed that night ought to actuate every 
patriotic Queenslander- they had something 
wnrth taking, ttnd therefore worth defending, 
and they ought to take reasonable precau­
tions to defencl what they had. Something 
had been said bY him about the scare that 
h<td been felt. The hon. member for Ipswich 
did not seem to understand the difference be­
tween a scare and a scar. The scare was when 
the Rus.sians were cmning-, and the scar \Vas 
when they were gone. His reason for what he 
said was this : There was great excitement and 
considerable friction between the country with 
which we were dealing and Russi<t, but the most 
sensible imvression was that there would be 
no war, seeing that the Russians ">vere not 
prepared for war, and seeing that at the 
head of affairs in England was a statesman 
\vho was not given to bon1bast, or over­
bearing, or dmnineering, but who \Vas prepared 
to treat a great mttion as it ought to be treated. 
Therefore, it was thought there would be 
ultimately an amicable solution of the difficulty. 
But the colony was perfectly justified in going in 
for a defence force. The volunteering had been 
a costly failure, and it was high time that, if they 
had a defence force at all, it should be on a 
better footing. He thought the present insti­
tution was ,ornething they were destined to luwe 
for a long time, and, with every regard to 
econon1y as \vell as efficiency, it was son1ething 
they rmght not to chafe and fret under. The colony 
was growing, and even if there was no danger 
in the time they had passed through, they should 
provide efficient means of defence for the future. 
The question was whether that efficient means of 
defence could be obtained without the rapid in­
crease indicated on the Estimates. There vvas one 
question he would like to ask the Colonial Secre­
ttery. He had been told that since the Defence Act 
came into operation, volunteers, pure and simple, 
had been somewhat at a discount <tnd in dis­
favour. Had not overture' made by young 
fellows in the city-· patriotic, strong, and 
healthy-to form themselves into a defence cor]>s 
been treated coldly and repelled ? He thought 
the two thing·s, a paid defence force and a 
volunteer force, might be made to work har­
moniously together. He knew that a number of 
young men who offered their services as volun­
teers in a certain capacity found their ser­
vices were declined in a way that was 
not pleasing or satisfactory to them. If they 
were to have an efficient defence force, 
and if there was to be a continuance of the pre­
sent rapid increase of expenditure he would 
suggest that it wonld be fttr better to obtain 
regitnentr:; front E11ghtnd if lJOssible, and to 
have two or three towns of the colony tumed 
into regular garrhHJll town~. lle could not Dee 
tlmt the cost would be tlluch greater than under 
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the preRent system; and as there was no diffi­
culty in obtaining fnnn Ch·eat Erit::tin as::;istu,nce 
in the wa~~ of ships .Jf war, so they would have 
no difEculty in getting two or three regirnents 
frmn borne, and carrying out his sugge<;jtion. He 
gave every credit to the gentlemen who organised 
the Defence Force, and yet at the same time he 
was free to admit that they were hardly deserv­
ing of such large salaries as they received. 
They should be well paid, hut he thought it 
was hardly equitable that four officers should 
consume, by way of salary, one-twentieth 
part of the whole vote for defence purpose;. 
It wa~ a fact that the commandant, brigade­
rnajor, infantry instructor, and n1u8ketry instruc­
tor received between them a twentieth part of the 
whole vote, anrl he wished to draw the attention 
of the Colnnial Secretary to that fact, and to the 
fact that for the services rendered some of those 
gentlemen were paid out of all proportion. He 
hoped the Government would be as rigid and 
resolute with regard to that branch of the Public 
Service as they appeared to be with others, and 
tha,t during the cmning year they would insist 
upon it that there should be no increase of expen­
diture. During the evening he had been informed 
by the Minister for \V orb that the Government 
were determined that there should be no increase 
during the coming year in any of the depart­
ments. He thought that was an excellent deter­
mination, and he hoped it would apply equally 
to the Defence l''orce. 

'rhe COLONIAL SECRJ~TARY said he 
anticipated that no increase would be nece•­
l:'ary on the vote for Htnne years to conH\ 
Last year the amount required was merely 
conjectural, and in the coming year the 
only increase that would be nece.;sary would be 
perhaps for extra companies. The Government 
had fixed the establishment that they considered 
would be necessary, but it would be hardly ad­
visable at present to decline the services of any 
volunteers who might offer themselves. \Vith 
respect to the question asked by the hem. member 
as t" the discouragement which certain volunteers 
had received, he was not aware of anything of the 
kind having happened. He did not think the 
services of any volunteers hod been discouraged, 
and to prove that he might just mention that in 
Brisbane alone there were 280 volunteers and in 
the colony altogether !)2.5. He did not think 
that fact went to show tlutt during the last six 
months volunteering had been discournged. 

Mr. ISAJ\IBERT said he t]uite agreed with 
the leader of the Opposition that this was a 
very serious matter, particularly when they 
remembered that an expenditure at the present 
rate, if continued for ten years, would amount 
to half-a-million of money. Remembering that 
fact they had a right to consider that the force 
should be effective, to see tha.t they got some­
thing for their money, and that the whole thing 
was not a delusion and a snare. The present 
force would cost £4G,OOO a year; and the other 
evening he drew the attention of the House to 
another fact-nmnely, that they sent £30,000 
out of th& colony to buy locomotives, when 
the work could be done as well and cheaply 
in the colony. They ought to be on their 
guard, therefore, ag·ainst another invasion besides 
that of the Hussians. They ought to be on 
their guard against those \Vho were flooding 
their markets with goods and ruining their own 
industries. If they did not guard themselves 
with a judicimm and bold national policy in 
encouraging their industries, then the sooner they 
did away with that vote the better, for if they 
went on at the present rate there would be 
nothing left to defend. The Republican fathers 
of America, who had a taste of all the experiences 
of colonial life, said the first duty of the Republic 

wao; to render themselves industrionr' and inde­
pendent. \Vithout doing that it was no use lutving 
a defence force. They went at present to the 
J,ondon market, anrl borrowed money that they 
uevergot. Everyarticlethey\v::tnted was sentfrmn 
home, to the ruin of their own markets. The few 
industries thry had fur the rai~;ing of raw 
products were simply calculated on a foreign 
market; and no one stood up and fought for 
theil' own indw.,trie1:l. \Vithout a true national 
life it was useless to establish a defence force ; 
and if they did not soon chauge their policy it 
would be better to adopt the suggestion of the 
member for :b'assifern, aud get Imperi"l troops to 
SUJ>ply the place of their lJefence l''orce. Last 
year, when the Defence Estimates were under 
consideration, he made the remark that the 
whole (~erman army did not cost the State as 
much as the (~ueensland army of one man and 
a-half. Every penny spent upon the German 
army was spent in the country where the 
taxes were rair)ed, whereas in their case every 
penny went out of the country to pay for 
articles that could welll1e supplied in the colony. 
He would itsk the Premier whether he had gone 
carefully through >ell the items and seen that 
those articles that could be made in the colouy 
were supplied here-whether the uniform~; were 
umde from cloth woven in the colony and woven 
from wool gr,>wn in it ?-and whether he had 
contemplated that they should make their own 
'mns? He (:'IIr. Isambert) had been informed that 
there were men here who were able to make 
all the cannons they would require; and unless 
they tri8d to keep nwney in the country and 
lJecame independent industrially it was no use 
dremningof becmning independent or of being able 
to defencl themselves. Hon. member, might find 
it rather obnoxious to hear so much of protection, 
lmt it must be within the knowledge of every 
one of them that almost every second word of 
the English people was "protection of English 
interests" ; and he thought they ought to 
follow that example and think a little more 
of protecting queensland interests" They should 
thrpw aside all policie,; except tlmt which would 
enable them to become purely Australian­
ii::rdependent of ewrywhere-·not only of J•;ngland 
but of the Continent. However, those happy 
times had not arrived when "there will be 
war no nwre," and a.t present they rnu~t go 
on, as it were, with one hand on the 
plough and the ot-her on the sword. l''or the 
present year he shonld support the vote, but 
if, when it came before the House next year, 
the Government did not exhibit a more national 
spirit, and go carefully into the queotion of 
getting those articles that could be made in the 
colony supplied by the people who were in it, 
and did not look a little more after their own 
industries, so that they might have something to 
tlefend, they might expect some stormy weather. 

Mr. \V~\.KEFIELll said the remarh that 
had been made by the hon. member for Fassifern 
were tjuitc correct. The h<m. the Premier had 
stated that he was not aware of any volunteer 
movement havin,; been checked. He (Ji;lr. 
\V akefield) could state from his own experience 
that a few years back he was one of thirty who 
joined themsehes together to form a cavalry 
corps in Brisbane. They met together for about 
three months, and practi"ed in front of the 
old gaol. They then offered their services to 
the Government and stated that they were pre­
pared to find their own uniforms, horses, and 
accoutrements; but their offer was refused, and 
in consequence of that he had never attempted 
to attach himself to any volunteering corps. He 
merely mentioned the fact with a view of 
showing that they should endeavour to encourage 
the volunteer system. It wonld have been no 
expense to the Government if they had accepted 
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the services of the corps he had mentioned ; but 
he was so disgusted with the refusal they met 
with that he hac! never attempted to join any­
thing of the kind again. Captain Bernard was 
one of the company. 

The COLO::'fiAL SECEETARY: That must 
be a long time ago. 

Mr. IN AKEJ<'IELD: About four or five years 
ago. 

Mr. P ALJ\IER said it was evident that the 
vote was not to be carried on party lines. The 
hon. the Premier seemed to be taken more in the 
flank than he was by the attack in front. He 
(Mr. Palmer) could not agree with the hon. 
member for Ipswich, Mr. Macfarlane, when 
he attempted to cast ridicule and contempt upon 
men for whom he must say he entertained cer­
tain respect~men who volunteered at the time 
of the general W>tr-scare to put themselves in 
the front of clanger to defend the colony. It was 
no use saying they could defend the colony with­
out paying money for it ; and if the colony could 
not afford to pay money for that purpo"e they 
had better give up altogether and let the enemy 
come in, although at the same time he thought 
that once the enemy landed upon our coast 
the worst would be over. The greatest danger 
would be in the enemy landing in the first 
instance. "\Yhen the hon. the Premier intro­
duced the Defence Act he said one of the great 
principles involved in it was that it should not 
be an actual defence force, but a nucleus round 
which a defence force could be concentrated in 
case of attack or danger~a means by which 
large bodies of men could be made available for 
defence in a short space of time. There was 
certainly a good deal in that argument, as was 
illustrated by the war in America. There they 
commenced with very few men, and in a few 
months they had large armies at their command, 
fit to serve all the purposes for which they were 
required. He noticed that one item of the vote 
was a sum for the "Queensland Rifle Associa­
tion." By clause 53 of the Defence Act, rifle 
and drill associations were to be formed, and he 
should like the Premier to give them some 
information if any steps had been taken 
with regard to that, which was considered, 
when the Act wa,; passing through, as likely 
to be a very efficient arm of the service. 
Rifle associations throughout the colony 
would not cost a great deal, and they would 
make the available population a rough and 
ready kind of solclier~a means of defence that 
could be easily collected and would be of very 
great service. Hon. rnmn bers could easily imagine 
what service an expert body of riflemen or marks­
lnen would be in ca:se of nn invasion. Ho 
belieYecl th"'t the hon. the Premier was favourable 
to the formation of rifle corps, and he would 
like to know what steps had been taken towards 
incorporating or carrying them through. He 
supposed that the Act had not been sufficiently 
long in operation to give that arm of the service 
time to be carried out. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said there 
were alr·eady rifle clubs established at Rock­
hampton, Charters Towers, Herbert Itiver, 
J3risbane, Darling Downs, Thargonlindah, and 
other places, and their membership numbered 
593. 

Mr. FOXTON ""id he wished to throw a little 
light on the complaint made by the hon. member 
for Fassifern with reference to the rejection of 
the services of certain gentlemen who offered 
themselves as a volunteer corps. The hon. 
member, no doubt, referred to the offer made 
by a body of gentlemen to form a volunteer 
field battery in Brisbane. }'our very excellent 
reasons were given for the refusal. The 
first was that there were no guns avail-

able ; the second, that there were no horses ; 
and the third, that there was no harness. It 
was evident that a field battery without guns, 
horses, or harness would be altogether inefficient. 
The fourth and best reason of the lot was that 
already there was a larger proportion of field 
artillery in the colony compared with the other 
a,rms of the service than was considered necessary 
or desirable by the best military authorities. 
The g€ntlemen who volunteered were many of 
them his personal friends and he would have 
been glad to see them in the force, but the 
reasons given for not accepting their services 
were unanswerable. 

Mr. ISAIVIBERT said he wished to ask if the 
Government would confine their military stores 
as far as possible to colonial productions. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY said his 
wish wccs that they would commence making 
rifles and guns in this colony. As it was, however, 
the Government were obliged to go for all their 
war stores to England. He would be glad 
when the day came that the colony could pro­
duce things she had now to import, and in the 
meantime he would do all he could to obtain 
article, of Queensland manufacture provided 
they were to be got at a reasonable price. 

Mr. SHElUDAN asked if the boys at the 
grammar and State schools were being exercised 
in drill and educated to defend their country? 

The COLO::'fiAL SECRETARY said the 
drilling· of State school boys was carried on at 
all the schools. At the Brisbane, Maryborough, 
Gympie and Charters Towers grammar schools 
the lads were being taught in the use of arms. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

the sum of £10,972 be granted for the Marine 
l<'orce. The vote, he said, practically represented 
the expense of the staff, the " Gayundah," and 
the Naval Brigade. He was not prepared to 
say that the estimate would be continued in 
exactly its present form. He had had some 
interviews with the Admiral as to the dis­
posal of the "Gayundah," and would shortly 
have an opportunity of further consultation 
on the same subject. The arrangem'ents were 
not yet completed, but, as was known to 
hon. members, the Government had offered 
the " Gayundah" to the Admiralty under the 
Colonial Kava! Defence Act, the intention 
being that she should be completely under 
naval discipline and should be treated as far 

1 

as necessary as a ship belonging to the 
Imperial squadron, but kept continually on the 
Queensland stations. The " Gayundah" would 
thus be rendered as efficient as possible. No 
more men would be employed on board of her 
than were absolutely necessary. She would visit 
the p0rts of the colony from time to time, so that 
the officers and men of the Kava! Brio-acle might 
become acquaintBd with the work. The scheme 
was not yet completed, but it would be worked 
out in a week or two. 

The HoN. SIR T. JlilciLWRAITH asked if 
under the proposed scheme the cost uf maintain­
ing the "Gayundah" would be increased? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that a 
very much greater efficiency would be obtained 
at no greater expense. He held that a ship 
not on active service should have no more men 
on board than enough to keep her in order. 
"\Vhether the present crew of the " Gayundah " 
could be reduced or not he could not yet say. 

Mr. MIDG LEY asked what had become of 
the " Paluma" ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said she was 
engaged in Admiralty survey work at the joint 
cost Df this colony and England. The colony 



872 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] 

had to contribute 1:5,000 a year, and another 
£5,000 was paid by the Admimlty-£10,000 in 
all per annum; but the Admiralty paid Queenc­
land £2,500 as hire for the "Paluma," so that in 
fact the colony only contributed £2,500. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TJtEA­

SURER, the House resumed ; the CHAil\MA:-1 
reported progress, '"nd obtained leave to sit 
again to·n1orrow. 

AD,TOUHNMENT. 
The PHEMIER said : Mr. Speaker,- I beg 

to move that this Hmme do now adjoum. It is 
intended to proceed with the Colonial Secretary's 
J<;stimates to-morro\\-, and afterwards to take the 
Licensing Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty-eight minutes 

to 11 o'clock. 

Supply. 




