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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesdcty, 16 Septembe1·, 1885. 

Petition.- Questions.- Question without Xotice.­
Pctitions.-Bca1mraba Br:tnch ltailway.-1r· estern 
lt~Lilway l'~xtension.-}Ia<~lmy Railway Exten~;iou.­
Eleetions Bill-rtt~mmption of committee. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIO~. 

Mr. FRASER presented a petition from the 
Baptist Association of {lueensland in favour of the 
Licensing Bill, and moved that it be reacl. 

Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. FEASER, the petition 
was reoei ved. 

QUESTIONS. 
The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN asked the 

Colonial Tren.surer-
If the Government intend to extend the Tmvnsvillc 

jetty ?-and, if so, when \vill the work be commenced~ 
The COLONIAL TREASUUEI~ (Hon J. R. 

Dickson) replied-
Tenders are now called for the extension of the 

Tmvnsville jetty, receivable up to lOth October next. 
The HoN .• T. M. MACROSSAN asked the 

Minister for \Vorks-
"'\~rhcn the 'rownsvillc jetty line will be commenced? 
The MINISTEH FOU WORKS (Hon. W. 

Miles) replied-
The Chief l~ngineer, Central and Northern Division, 

hns been instructed to proceed wiLh the necessary works 
with as little delay as possible. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN (for Mr. 
Hamilton) asked the :Minister for \Vorks-

If the contractors, whose tenders for the construction 
of the following railways were accepted, have yet signed 
for the contracts:-Railway from Oabarlah to Orow's 
Nest, also from Iloward to Bnndaberg~ 

The MINISTER FOR WOEKS replied­
The contractor for the line I-Ioward to Bnndaberg has 

signed the contraet but not the contract for the line 
Oabarlah to Crow's Nest. 

:VIr. P AL::YIEE asked the :Minister for \V orks-
1. Have the Government arrived at any decision on 

reports furnished them by their officQrs as to the termi­
nal station of the Cloncurry and Gulf raihvay :~ 

2. ·when is it likely the Parliamentary snrvey of the 
said railway will be commenced r 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied-
1. Yes. The Government intend to carry out Lhe line 

recommended b~· the Chief I~ngineer, Cook and Oarpen­
taria Division (~fr. Hannaml, between Clonenrry und 
Xormanton. 

2. Instructions have been issued to send a surveyor to 
the district to execute the nceessary surveys with all 
:practicable clespatch. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 

Speaker,-I should like to ask the hon. Minister 
for vVorks another f]Uestion in connection with 
the answer he has given to the ctuestion of the hon. 
member for Cook. Does he know of his own 
knowledge whether the contractor has signed 
the contract for the line from Howard to Bunda­
berg? 

The MINISTER JWR WOEKS: I am 
perfectly sure it has been signed. 

The HoN. Sm T. I\IciLWRAITH: \Vas it 
signed within the last half-hour, or how long 
since? 

The MINISTER FOR WOUKS: 'rhe con 
tract was signed before I left the office. 

PETITIOl\S. 
Mr. BEOOKES presented'" petition from the 

Albert-.>treot \V esleyan Church, signed by the 
minister and congregation, in support of the 
Licensing Bill, and e•pecially of the clauses 
relating to local option and Sunday closing. 
He moved that the petition be read. 

Question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. BHOOKES, the petition 
was reoei ved. 

Mr. 1\EOOKES presented a petition from the 
Ann-street \Vesleyan Church, signed by the 
rnini"ter and congregation, which he said ·was to 
the same pffect as the previous one .. He moved 
that the petition be received, 

Question put and passed. 

BEAUAR.\.BA BRANCH RAILWAY. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved­
'l'hat the Speaker do now leave the chnir, and the 

IIonse resolve itself into a Cotumittec of the W"lwle to 
consider the following resolntions, namely:-

1. That the IIous.c ap11rovcs of the plfm, section, and 
book of l'eference of the yr~posed Be~LUaraba branch 
railwa.y, commencing at 120milcs52 chains on the , .. ,Tn,r­
wiek line, as laid upon the table of the House on Tl1csday, 
the 1st instant. 

2. That the plan, section, a .. nd book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their nvproval, 
by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed, and the House went 
into Committee accordingly. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS, in moving 
the adoption of the reROlutions, said this was a 
branch railway from the \Varwick line, cmn­
mencing· at 120 miles on the Warwick side of the 
Y andilla road. The length of the line would be 
16 miles. It passed along the main road leading 
from the starting point to Beauaraba for about 
8.]: miles. The main road was for the greater 
portion of the distance 10 chains wide. Two or 
three miles of it was only 3 chains wide; how­
ever, there was ample scope both for the main 
road and the railway as well. The cost of the line 
would be somewhere about £3,000 a mile. There 
were no heavy works upon it; it was nearly all a sur­
face line, and he thought there was only one bridge 
npon it, in length 3()3 feet. It would be of very 
great service to the re,;idents in that locality. 
It would accommodate all the settlers on what 
was known as the Eton V ale Homestead Area, 
and a portion of the settlers on the \Vest brook 
Homrstead Area. Then there was a large settle­
ment on the North Branch, on what was the 
original Yandilla Hun-there was a very large 
number of settlers on Y andilla itself; south of 
Y amlilla there was also a large number of settlers ; 
and the line would also accommodate the settlers 
on Condamine Pbins, and take the whole of the 
traffiJ to Y andilla Station. As he had said, it 
would not be a costly line, :!Yir. Stanley's estimate 
being .£3,221 per mile. He believed this short 
line would be of very great service to the inhabi-
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tants of the locnJity. He did not know that there 
was any other infornmtion he could ~ive, but if 
there was he would be very glad to give it. The 
land where the terminal sbtion was to be was all 
Government land, anrl there wus not more than 
ubout twentv-three acres to l1e resumed on the 
whole of the "line, so thut the cost of resumption 
on the line would not be a htrge amount. 

~1r. CAJ\TPBELL suicl thut, while not wishing 
to stop those ]Jeople who had applied for the 
Jn·oposetlline, it wets his duty to point out to the 
Committee the serious loss and inconvenience 
many others on the \V est brook Homeste:,d Area 
would be put to if the line was carried out as 
surveyed, and provided that the line now 
under survey from Toowoomba through Dray­
ton to intersect that line was c:wried out. 
There would be something like 300 settlerB 
deprived of railway communication. A certain 
line had been surveyed through Drayton, and if 
the proposed branch to Beauaraba was carried 
out the line between Gowrie ,Junction and the 
Overall Bridge would hll into disuse. Conse­
quently, as he had said, a considerable number 
of people would he deprived of the means of 
comnmnication they hac! at the present time. If, 
instead of adopting the route now submitted to 
the Connnittee, a cunr~-;c were taken bEaring away 
sharp to the left through the \V e.sthrook }~state, 
thence on to Piddington's and Beauaraba, the 
line would he a convenience to the settlers on the 
'Vesthrook Homestead Area, und the distance 
won] d not he increased by more than " mile ant 1 
a-half at the outside. But if it were carried out 
as at present proposed, ancl a railway were made 
through Dmyton, it would be a very serious 
inconvenience to thme people. He knew it was 
not the wish of hem. members to take away rail­
way communication from people who bad taken 
up their land on the strength of the facilities 
that existed for the transit of produce to market. 
Many of the people who now held the lands in 
that locality, and who were depending on the 
line, were not the original selectors from the 
Crown, but persons who had purchased their 
hmd from the original selectors. As he hud said, 
it would be a very serious hardship to those 
people if the line were cnrriecl out as proposed. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said he did 
not understand the hon. member when he stated 
that if the proposed branch to Beauaraba were 
carried out the line beyond the junction would be 
disusecJ. He did not know what the hem. member 
meant. He (the Minister for \Vorks) believed that 
there were a number of residents in the district 
referred to who wished the line to go from Oaky 
Creek to Beauaraba. But such a line would go all 
round the country and increase the length to such 
an extent that it would be actually impracticable 
to construct the railway. He himself had been 
induced sorne sessions ago, by son1e re,irlents 
on the Darling Downs, to propose a loop-line 
from Olifton by W<ty of North Branch to Oaky 
Creek. However, he had since had an oppor­
tunity of travelling over the district, and he came 
to the conclusion that the proposition for that 
line was entirely untenable. The line now sub­
mitted to the Committee would, he believed, be 
of very great advantage to a large nurnber of 
settlers. There was a large· settlement about 
Beauaraba and North Bmnch who would be 
able to use the railway, which would also give 
facilities to several stations besides. He had 
never mentioned any line to Drayton to the 
Committee. That would come on for considera­
tion at the proper thne, but it was not going 
to interfere in any way with the branch now 
proposed to be made to Beauaraba; so that the 
hon. member need not he alarmed about that 
matter. 

Mr. KATES said he thoughfthat, of all the 
lines projected, that was one which shoulLl.com­
mend itself to the approval of the Committee. 
It had been pointed out by the Minister for 
\Vorks that it would benefit a great many 
people. The hon. gentleman did not, however, 
o·o far enough : he did not point out the varimm 
~ther districts to which the railway wonlcl he 
a benefit and udvnntag-e. He (Mr. I(ates) found 
that the people of ]leanamba, the people of 
Korth Bmnch, of Yandilla, of Fmhirom, of 
Southbrook, of Comlamine Plains, ant! of 
\V cstern Creek, be,;ides the stations of St. 
I-Ielen'H, Balgnvrnie, Felton, and Ttnnuwxillo, 
would be largely benefited by the construction of 
that line. A petition had been recently presented 
to the House wherein it ww,, pointed out that there 
were no less than 180 sheep-owner' settled he­
twePn Umbirom and \Vc,tern Creek who had 
flocks of from 2,000 to 40,000. The country was 
rich ao-ricultnralland in many places. He need 
not p~int out to the hem. member that Yandilla 
Station, which was very rich agricnltmal country, 
would also be benefited by the construction of that 
line. Not very long since the hon. member for 
Auhigny presented a petition .signed, he. (1\Tr. 
Kates) believed, by 200 persons mterestod m the 
Drayton deviation. \V ell, the Drayton deviation 
was not before the Committee at the pre.sent 
time. The question before them was a branch 
from 120 mile.s 52 chains on the \V ar·wick line to 
Bectuaraba. It had been pointed out that 8\' 
miles of the line ran along the main road, which 
was fi vc or ten chains wide,. and that very little 
mone>y ''yould be required for resun1ing l::tnd. 
That' was a recommendation in itself, ant! 
it had also been shown that the benefits to be 
derived from the construction of the line 
would extend to 2,000 or 3,000 people. 'l'hc 
line would run through Korth Branch and 
1J mbirom and there was a great deal of 
cultivatio~ going on in that direction. The 
petition that had been presented ~o the House, 
approving of the present route, pomted out th_at 
if the line were taken by Oaky Creek the d1s· 
tance from Beauaraba to Toowoomba would be 
increased by twenty-three miles. He would not 
say any more on the subject at present. He 
cordially recommeneled tl1at branch line to the 
approval of hon. members. 

The HoN. Sm T. 1\fciLWRAITH asked if 
the estimate of £3,200 per mile made by the 
Engineer-in-Chief would cover the cost of per­
manent-way material and rolling-stock, and, if 
not, which of them? 

The J\IIKISTER FOR WORKS said the 
estimate covered everything- with the exception 
of the land to be resumed. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Rolling­
stock? 

The :M:INISTE!t FOR WORKS: No, not 
rolling-stock. 

The Hor.. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: It did not 
cover rolling-stock-did it cover rails? 

The MINISTER J<'Oit WORKS: It covered 
timber, rails, fencing, bridges, penn::tnent wa,y, 
stati,ms, and supervision. It did not incl'!de 
rolling-stock or the land to be resumed, whiCh 
amounted to sommvhere about twenty-three acres 
ultogether. 

Mr. ALAND : About sixty acres. 
Mr. KELSON said he knew something about 

the country through which the !in~ was t? go, 
and althouuh he would very much hke to g1ve a 
vote in fa;'our of it be could not see his way 
to do so. The hon. member for Darling· 
Downs spoke very much in favour of it, but 
it mnst he taken into consideration that the 
line wa,s in his electorate, and that he was 
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the colleague of the Minister for vVorks. 
It was in the electorate represented by those 
two hon. m cm bers. vVhile there was such an 
abundance of money to be svent they no doubt 
considered it only fair that their electorate 
sbould get some share of it. Anyone looking o,t 
the proposed line would see tho,t the nmjority "f 
the people enumemted by the hon. member, J\Ir. 
Kates, would derive no benefit from it whatever. 
It wo,s to strtrt from who,t was known as the 
Ovemll Bridge on the \Varwick line, "ncl to get 
to that bridge one ha<l to travel twenty-one miles 
from Toowoomba, and when there it wo,s only 
nine miles from Toowoombrt bv road. Then the 
cli~tance to Beauaraba was sixutoen miles, and by 
roo,d fifteen miles, or one mile shorter tlmn the 
railway on account of the latter having to wind 
round hilk Supposing the line to \Je finished, 
produce going to To(nvomnba by it would hn.ve to 
pny milway freight on thirty-seven miles, while 
the distance by road was only twenty-four or 
twenty-fi,·e miles. And "'very good road it\\'""' 
too, besides being under the quperintendence of 
one of the wealthie·tand best conducted divisional 
boo,rds in the colony, and one which had nlready 
spent a lot of n1oney il~ putting the road in its 
present excellent condition. A man who had 
wool or anything else to send in would far sooner 
send it twenty-four miles by his drays than pay 
all. tlmt milway cctrriage upon it. The coot by 
rmlway would be at least 50 per cent. mme. At 
the outside, it wa< only a two days' journey for 
drays, and could very often he done in one 'chty. 
Another thing to be taktn into consideration 
was the large quantity of freehold land through 
which the line would have to pa'". There was 
very little Crown land the settlers on which 
would be benefited by it. The cultivntion of the 
settlers there WfL'< not agricultural produce in the 
ordinary sense of the term. They were nearly 
all grllzing farmers, who used the bulk of their 
o,gricultural produce for feeding their stock, and 
what they httd to spare they did not send to 
Toowoomba; their market was in the other 
direction, westward. J<'rom the number of phtces 
mentioned hy the hon. member oue would 
think it was a very populous district. But such 
was not the case at o,]]. 'l'he Minister for 
\Vorks did not tell the Committee what was the 
population of the township. He (:iYir. Kelson) 
would supply the information. It consisted 
of one 111an, who was postn1aster, innkeeper, 
saddler, baker, brewer, anrl evervthing else for 
the whole district. The records tlf the Depo,rt­
ment of Public Instruction wonlrl furnish a good 
test of the population of the district; nnd 
from those records it would be found 
that the district could not support "' Sto,te 
school ; it ho,d only one provisiono,l school, 
the avemge attendance o,t which was sixteen. 
\V ere they going to make"' railway to a place 
like that? vVhat the hon. member for Aubigny 
said was perfectly true. If the line was marle 
as proposed either it would htwe to carry freight 
at enormous prices or else it would get nothing 
to carry, or else they would have to make the 
deviation from Overall Bridge to Bettuaraba, 
in which case the twelve mile·' of railwtty from 
Overall Bridge to Gowrie Junction would be 
perfectly useless. The line, in fact, ought to 
have gone to the \Vestbrook Homestead Area, 
which could be easily done. The popuhtion 
woulcl not warrant the line being taken as pro­
posed, and in his opinion the population there, 
before mo,ny years, would be even less than it 
was now from the simple operation of ordinary 
economic laws. Homesteaders hnd been allowed 
to twquire land o,t a great den] less than its 
value becrtuse they believed that the home­
steader was a good class of colonist to encourage, 
and in the hope that "' good many of them would 
take root. But they did not alwo,ys do that. 

1885-2 X . 

The inrlustrious homesteader was bound to buy 
nut his dissipated or idle neighbour; and even 
if u homesteader did well it was very often his 
best policy to sell, becnusc he hrtd no room for 
expansion. He would sell in order to go further 
nfield, where he could get more scope for his 
bbours. 'l'hen, it wns well known that capitalists 
had their eye on the district, and before long 
they would have absorbed a very larg·e number 
of the small settlers out there. The proposed 
line was promised to the electors of Darling 
Downs by the Minister for \V nrks at a grand 
bnnquet which took place at Beauamha some 
time last year. On that occasion the Minister 
for \Yorks was very big indeed. He told his 
heat·ers that they hnd been promised a rail wo,y 
for a long time and that now he wo,s in a position 
to give them one. The hon. g·entleman said he 
did not care whether his cnlleagues were willing 
or not. He hnd ordered the suney without any 
authority from the House, o,nrl he would ho,ve it 
nmde in spite of anybody-tend a lot of arrogance 
of thrtt sort, which wa.s highly applauded by 
those to \Yhom it was addressed. There was no 
chance of the railway being fL ren1unerntive con­
ecru. \Vith regard to co~;t, they could only go 
by the cost of the adjncent line. The railwny 
frr•m Gowrie .Tnnction to vVarwick cost £8,800 
odd per mile. i-:upposing the proposed line could 
be made for £800 les,, or .£8,000 per mile, the 
amount on the estimates-£48,000-woulcl only 
make six miles; and that was what it would 
really cost before it wns finished. The 
Minister for vVorks mentioned twenty-three 
acres as the amount of ]o,nd that would have to 
be resumed. There wo,s nearly three times that 
amount on J<:tnn Vale alone. Besides that, a 
brge amount of compenscttion would hal'e to be 
given to freeholders, becm1se on account of the 
windingr, of the line their properties would be 
cut up into such nrtrrow strips as to be rendered 
almo;;t useless. Their fences would ttlso have to 
be compensnted for. In short, he looked upon 
the line as a piece of log-rolling and nothing else. 
It would delight the heart of the benevolent 
inclividuttl who wrote to the p~tpers to the effect 
that the loan was raised for the mere purpose 
of making railways for the supporters of the 
Government. He should certainly advise the 
Committee not to agree to the pbns until, at 
least, they had the deviation before them. In 
fact, that ought to httve come in first. There 
was no proposnl of that kinrl here. 

Mr. GROOM said he knew something of the 
district, and he fancied he could tell n very dif­
ferent story from that related by the hon. gentle­
man who httcl jw,t sat down. He would like to 
correct him in the statentent he hnd nude with 
regard to the road near the Overall Bridge. He 
ventured to make this assertion : That all the 
money on deposit that the ,Tondttryan Divisional 
lloard lmd at the present moment would be swo,l­
lowed up in nuking even half the road anything 
like the thirtv chains that had been made about 
seven miles from the bridge. They called for 
tenders as an experiment, and they found tho,t 
for nbout thirty chains of the road it would cost 
something like from £UOO to £1,200, so that the 
experiment pmved that they would swallow up 
every shilling they had for tho,t one pttrticular 
road lllune, to so,y nothing of the enormous 
extent of other roads scattered through the 
division. He did not think, therefore, that the 
argument that the J ondaryan lli visional Board 
co;.,ld nmke a goocl roo,d would hold water. vVith 
regard to the settlement in the district, they had 
there some of the best settlers in the colony. 
They were not generally SO or 160 acre men, 
becttuse the 'i\Iessrs. Gore were not of those 
greed;y, :1varicions, land-graRping men \vho ·were 
on the Down' in early days, hut large-hearted 
liberal men, who ttllowed selectors to go in 
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every direction, and never had had their names 
identified with dummying in any way. The 
result was that in that district were some of the 
finest selections on the Downs-360 acres, G40 
acre.:::;, and even larger areas. He n1ight n1ention 
two gentlemen alone-the ::\Iossrs. Porter-who 
had exhibited an amount of enterprise and vigour 
in connection with pastoral pursuits that even 
the Kqnatters in the surrounding neighbour~ 
hood Inight ilnitate with very gre:1t aclvanb,ge. 
:Most of the selectors had large arects which they 
were devoting to good l_JUrpml8S, rfhe~~ W8l'8 not 
putting all their eggs into one lxu.:ket, but cmn­
bined agriculture with grazing. They had little 
herds of cattle and little flocks of sheep which 
were fattened for the Brisbane market in lucerne 
paddocks. Some of the best cattle and sheep sold 
in the yards in Brisbane on Thursday mornings 
came from that district. It was not for him to say 
whether or not that was a log-rolling line; bnt 
since the House had recognised the principle of 
branch lines that district was as mnch entitled 
to a railway as any other to which a railway had 
been granted by the House. The last speaker 
was a little astray with rei£arcl to the popnlation. 
It was not a one-man township; if he remembered 
rightly, there were two public-house" there. 1\Ir. 
Bowden had one and Mr. George Hadley the 
other. 

Mr. NELSON: I heard that Bow den had sold 
out to Hadley. 

Mr. GROOM: The hon. member had infornm­
tion that he had not. He knew that Mr. Hadley 
started a brewery. He (Mr. Groom) hnd that 
case in his mind when the question of inspecting 
breweries was raised. He wondered how they 
were going to inspect that brewery which was 
situated so far from police supervision, there 
being none located there. He knew the roarlR 
to and around Beauaraba well. They were black­
soil roads, and if the residents consumed their 
own produce instead of taking it to market it 
was because the roads were so bad they could 
not utilise them. He had driven over the roads 
several times. He had had the pleasure of doing 
so in very wet weather, when it would take a 
team of bullocks almost to draw an empty 
buggy, let alone a dray loaded with produce. 
If the policy of branch railways were adopted 
by the House, that district, he had no 
hesitation in saying, was as much entitled to 
one as any other district in the colony. He 
would like to say a few words with regard to 
what had fallen from the hon. member for 
Anbigny, who very properly had spoken on be­
half of his constituents. The hon. member, and 
some of his constituents who had spoken to him 
(Mr. Groom) on the subject, were afraid that if the 
Drayton deviation were made, the intermediate 
lineforsometwelvemiles, from the Overall Bridge 
to Gowrie Junction, includingthe Gowrie Cross­
ing and vV ellcamp Stations, woulcl be tnken up. 
The inhabitants of the district had very properly 
instructed their representative to see that no harm 
would accrue to them through that line being 
formed; but he was under the impression that 
the Government would not attempt to take 
that line up. vVhether the railway would be 
utilised or not wonld be a fair flUestion for con­
sideration when the subject of the construc­
tion of the Drayton deviation came under dis­
cussion. It had been stated that an alternative 
route had been suggested to go throngh the 
vV est brook Homestead Area. As to that the 
engineers were the best judges. He believ<'d :Mr. 
Phillips had gone over that line and thought it 
was the best that could be chosen; and he him­
self was one of those who was fluite prepared to 
accept the opinion of the engineer in charge of 
the works. 

Mr. CHUBB said he wi;;hecl to ask the 
:Minister for \Vorks whether he could give any 
idea of the probable expenditure which would be 
required for the resumption of the land ; and 
whether there W<" any unalienated Crown lanrl 
alon-' the line which would be thrown open for 
settl~ment ? 

The MINISTER FO.R WO:RKS said it wonld 
be very lmnl to say what tlw resm~1ptions wonld 
cost. In all cases \Yhere resnmptron wa::; necef-1-
sary the Government appointed some individual 
\vho wns capaLle of putting a proper value on the 
land, and tlHtt wn.s offel'ed to the owners. ~f 
they were scctisfied with the amonnt, of course 1t 
was paid ; if not, the matter went to arbitration. 
How did the hon. member expect him to know 
wh"t it was likely to cost? He supposed the 
land would not be worth more than £2 an acre 
or 50s. an acre at the outside, so it could not 
amount to very much. He was very sorry that 
the hon. member for l'\orthern Downs should be 
so very despondent about the line. He _thought 
it must have been a good many years smce the 
hon. n1ernber was there, for there was a large 
population in the distl'ict now. 

:Nlr. XELSOJ'\: I have been there recently. 
The MINISTEl~ FOl~ WORKS : The hon. 

member said there was no agriculture there. It 
wonlcl not pay to take agricultnral produce from 
that part of the di.strict to Toowoomba; cm-ting 
it over twenty-four miles of black soil would cost 
almost as much as the produce was worth. It 
was almost impassable in wet weather. He knew 
no district where a branch line was likely to be 
nwre remnnerati ve than there. 

Mr. CHUBB said the information given by 
the hon. gentleman ·.vas really very vahmble, 
but it was all in the Railway Act. He did 11ot 
ask the hon. gentleman what was the course of 
vrocedure when land was to be resumed; but 
if he could gh·e the Committee any idea of the 
probable amount that would have to be paid for 
damages, severance, and other expenses-whether 
it would be £20 or £i50 or £100 per acre? All 
that the hon. gentleman told them was in 
the Statute-book. The hlm. gentleman did not 
answer the other question he asked him­
whether there was any unalienated lttnd at tJ;e 
end of or near the line that wonld be avttJl­
able for settlement. The line would apparently 
pass entirely through large freeholds, and it was 
intended simply to provide a railway to enable 
some large selectors to carr~· their produce to 
market. The hon. gentleman said there was 
considerable settlement at the end of the line; 
but he understood that the policy of the Govern­
ment was to open up country and provide land 
for settlement, and, so far, it did not appear 
that there was any land which would . be 
opened for settlement by the constructiOn 
of the line. According to the estimate of 
the hon. gentleman, the line would cost £3,000 
or £4,000 more than had been appropriated by 
Parliament; that was not a VtJry large sum; 
but if the cost of resumption of land and other 
expenses were added, at the same average that 
the \V arwick line cost, it would bring the expen­
ditme considerablv above the vote. He should 
like to know thee reason of the extraordinary 
haste displayed by the hon. _gentleman in bring­
ing these plans before Parhament. The money 
was not voted until nearly the end of last year ; 
but it appeared tlutt there were two reasons 
why it should he hurried. The chief one was 
because it happened to be in the electo~·ate of 
the hon. g~ntleman; but he was surpnsed at 
the haste displayed by him in expending the 
first portion of the loan of £2,300,000. If 
it was considered advisable that railways should 
be made in the electorates of the hon. gentle­
man and those who supported him while the 
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Government had money; repre,cnting- a Korthern 
constituency, as he did, he felt it his ,]uty to 
vote :tg-ainst the line, and :ell other lines in 
the Southern district, until the hon. gentleman 
expended the money which he had in hand in 
reference to the milway in tho Bowen electorate, 
which w:cs voted three years ago :tnd was now 
lying in the Treasury. -

Mr. KATI~S said they now had the re:tl 
r!31LBon of the )1nn. gontle1nan for opposing- the 
lmc. Last mght they vded £GOO,OOO for the 
Nmth, and perh:tps a grettt de,,] more would 
have to uc voted; but when they ccsked for :t 
branch line for the South, to an agricultnml dis­
trict, it was to be opposed by the Korthern mem­
bers. Ilc would like to know how lonu :1uo it 
was since the hem. llle!ll ber for K orthen~ D~wns 
visited tlmt locality? 

The l\IINIS'rEIC FOR WORK8 : He is 
behind the age. 

Mr. KATES s:tid a few rlays agn he presented 
:t petition signed by 600 IJOwi .tide residents of 
the district he referred to. That looked like 
1nore than a '' one-1nan" to\vnship. 

Mr. NOllTON: IV ere they all g-ennine? 
:\fr. KATES s:cid he challenged inspection, 

and if the hon. gentleman conld find one peti·· 
tioncr'~ nmne he would give in. They wel'e all 
gennine. It was a very rich district, :cud there 
were a great rnany sheep-fanner~ there on a. 
small scale, and a gnucl deal of cultivation of 
lucerne. The 'listrict was well entitled to :t 
hranch line, especially, as had been pointed out, 
th:tt it was :ell black soil and good ag-ricultural 
land; but to m:tke a good rmvl over that wil 
':'nuld cost :nuch more than making a railway 
!me. He did not know whether it was a fact 
th:ct the \Varwick line cost £8,000 per mile. 

Mr. NELSOK : £8,840. 
Mr. KAT};8 said the hon. member sairl bst 

night that the Stanthorpe line cost £10,000 per 
mile, but he did not think it had cost so much. 
IVith regard to the statement th:tt there was only 
one provisional school there with an attendance 
of sixteen children, he knew of two State schools 
where there was a larg·e attendance ; so that the 
hon. gentlenmn could not have been very well 
informed when he said there was only ono. 

1\..Ir. KELSON: I said "in the township." 
Mr. KATl~S said that within a radius of 

twenty-five miles from that township there were 
many v:clnable and indnstrious settler~;. He did 

. not think any reason:tble objection h:td been 
lodged against the construction of that branch 
line, although it was in his electorate, He had 
nmde up his mind long ago that it was desirable 
to have a branch line to connect that district with 
the 8outhern Railway. The hon. member for 
Port Curtis might laugh, hut if he took the 
trouble to visit the locality he would he one of 
the first to support it. 

Mr. DONALD80N said that a short time 
ago he travelled over the country where it was 
proposed to construct that branch line, and he 
~id not. think hon. gentlemen had any idea of 
Its quahty. He was \ery fayourably impressed, 
indeed; for the whole distance he travelled he 
was never out of sight of a homestead, though 
they all seemed to be moderately sized holdings. 
l~e did not think there was :tny brge holding, 
with the exception of IV est brook ; :tncl the 
country, which appeared to be permanently 
settled, was of :t fir'ct-class character, and he 
did not despair of seeing a large agricul­
tuml population there. He thonght the line 
would be a benefit to the country and assist 
its deYelopment. If they were mccldng mistakes 
in the construction of railways at all there 
could be no mistake in constructing them in 

districts where the land w:ts good. Therefore 
he was favourably impre~;sed with the line under 
discnRRion, and shonld vote for its constrnction. 
The JJrayton deviation had accidentnJly cropped 
up in the debate, and he might say he did not 
see any nece,.,.ity at all for that lino, as the 
present line frmn Go\vrie Junction \Vas quite 
snfficient for the present. Hon. members had 
reason to complain that the information furnished 
by the :Minister for IV orks was not sufficient, 
when introclucing m:tny milway Bills. There 
was a good deal of inform:ttion that might ue 
furnishe<1 from stati,tics, such :ts the population 
of the clistrict; the quality of the land, whether 
agricultnral or grazing htnd ; how nn1ch was 
alienated or unalienated--that would be very 
useful indeed an<l would prevent a great deal of 
discussion. He believed the land had alrc:tdy been 
sold in the district now referred to, and there was 
no doubt that a railway would benefit private 
holclers instead of incrmtsing· the value of the 8tate 
land:..;, fL!') \vas the en se with son1e other ntilways. 
Ko doubt it \Vould not go far towards increasing 
the value of State property in this case, as it 
wnnld be princip11lly private holders who would 
receive the benefit; at the same time, the 
country would receiYe an indirect benefit by 
htwing the c>~p:1,bilities of the line considerably 
increased. He should certainly support the 
nwtion. 

The HoN. Sm T. 1\TciLWllAITH said the 
hon. member who had just spoken had not made 
it cle:tr to him that he had visited the part of the 
country throngh which the line went. 

l\lr. DOXALll80N: I have visited it. 
The HoN. Sm T. l\IciLWllAITH said he was 

quite sure the country throngh which it pa,sed 
was not as the hon. memuer described it-dotted 
with hmneste:tds and all small holdings, whether 
under the homestead clauses or not. It went 
through two large estates. More th:tn three­
fourths of the line went through 1\fessrs. 
Hodg-,on and Rmnsay's and Y :tndilla Estates. 

Mr. DO:i'\ALDSON: It does not get within 
miles of Y andill:t. 

The HoN. Sm T. 1\IciLWRAITH said the 
whole of the acreage recjuirecl to be purchased 
was sixty-seven acres, 21.nd fifty :teres of it 
belonged to Hoclgson :tnd Ramsay. That 
accounted for at least half of the line, and there 
were not many homesteads there. Then they 
cmne to the terminus, ann it was a matter of 
dispute between the Speaker :end the hon. 
mell!ber for Korthern Downs as to whether 
there were one or two people in the 
township. It appeared that there were a 
brewer and a pnhliPan- hut one individual. 
However, if the Beer Dnty Bill became l:tw, there 
wonld have to be an inspector there, and that 
would increase the popnl:ttion to two. Here was 
a line which went through nothing hut two big 
estateo :tnd got to a township where there were 
only two people. It was a perfect farce to make 
railwavs of that kind. The hon. the Spe:tker's 
:trgument that the roads there were bad and 
imp[tSs:tble applied equally to every part of the 
Downs, and \YaR therefore no reason for making a 
railway in that particular direction. They were 
:tsked to pass :t line which, according to the 
I~ngineer's estinutte ;-and his estiTnate was never 
fulfilled-they found the milwo1.ys always cost 
more than his estinmte ;-they were asked to 
expend on the construction of the line an 
amount gTcatly in excess of the amount voted 
for it. They had borrowed £48,000 for it, 
and were asked to construct a line which 
would cost considemhly more. It was a mat­
ter of donbt with him whether there was 
any settlement along t!Je line whatever ; at all 
events, there was no settlement :tlong the line, 
whatever there might be at the terminus. There 
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was a good deal in the contention of the hon. 
member for Aubigny, if he understood him 
aright ; and he might be quite rightly appre­
hensive of the effect of making the line branch 
ntf from the particular part of the main line 
indicated here -namely, the 120-mile peg. 
The effect of that, if the line was carried 
on from the same point tn Toowoomba t·id 
Drayton, would undoubtedly be to render a 
portion of the main line useless. The hon. 
member said he did nnt believe the Govern­
ment would pull it up, but they could not possibly 
run trains on it if there was no traffic. Prac­
tically, that part of the main line would be 
shut up. The hon. member for Aubigny, as he 
understood, said they could have taken that 
branch railway from another portion of the 
main line, a little south of the Gowrie .Junction, 
to the same place-Beauaraba-about the same 
distance, and have gone through the \Vestbrook 
homestead selections. 

Mr. CAMPBELL : With settlement all the 
way? 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL \VRAITH: Yes; with 
settlement all the way. But they were not going 
to do that, because the Speaker's pet scheme of a 
double line to the 120-mile peg was to be carried. 
That rail way was one of the greatest swindles 
they hac! heard of. Surely one line from Too­
woomba to the 120-mile peg was sufficient! The 
time mig·ht come when a line of that sort, through 
the increase of settlement or other reasons, might 
be necessary, but in the meantime they should 
be satisfied with the line as it was. He thoroughly 
believed in the line which the hon. member for 
Aubigny proposed. It would have gone through 
settled country, and would certainly not have 
gone through country where the whole of 
the land wonld be taken from one estate. On 
the line proposed fifty acres was to be taken from 
one man, ten acres from another, and all that 
the small holders spoken of gave was six acres, 
of which four acres belonged to one man. That 
showed the sort of settlement they were going to 
get on the line. Had the line been taken from 
a point south of Gowrie .Junction, it would have 
gone through the West brook Homestead Area, 
where there was more settlement than n,t the 
terminus of the proposed line. That would have 
been :1 sensible plan to adopt. He did not think 
the proposed line was a proper line to be made, 
nor did he think it should be made at all. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said the first eight miles of 
the proposed line went through Eton V ale, and 
there was no settlement there and not likely to 
be any. The proprietors would not use the line, 
because their woolsheds and works were at the 
other end of the run, and they used the direct 
\V arwick line. The other line, as he had 
pointed out, would go through the whole of Nos. 
1 and 2 of the West brook Homestead Area; and 
the Beauaraba people would receive just the 
same benefit as they would by the railway if 
carried in the way proposed by the Govern-
ment. · 

Mr. NELSON said the Ministe1· for Works 
seemed to think that he (Mr. Nelson) did 
not know anything about that district ; but 
he was pretty intimate with it. He had 
been there not very long ago, and had recently 
spoken to people who lived there, and they 
told him that even if the railway was con­
structed they would not send their wool by it, 
for the simple reason that they could send it 
cheaper by the road. No man was going to pay 
for thirty-seven miles of railway carriage, unless 
there were different rates fixed, when he could 
send his goods by dray in twenty-five miles. To 
meander twelve miles a long way out west did 
not make much difference on the whole, but 

twelve miles' deviation in thirty-seven miles was 
n,dding a third to the distance, n,nd that made a 
great difference unless the rates were changed. 

Mr. 1\HDGLEY sn,id he should probably have 
voted for that line, but if what had been stated 
by the hon. member for Aubigny was correct he 
certainly should not. If the line ran through 
eight miles of any man's freehold property it 
would be a sufficient reason for him to vote 
against it. 

The PREMIER: You must go through to get 
past it. 

J\Ir. MIDGLEY said he understood the line 
could be taken by another route and pass through 
closer settlement. If passing through the large 
estate was inevitable, whichever way the line 
was taken, he would have to withdraw his state­
ment. It was a grievous evil to construct a line 
at the cost of the State through so much free­
hold property belonging to one man. He had 
previously expressed his views on that subject 
when speaking of vVestbrook and Canning 
Downs. He was always opposed to the running 
of lines of railway through long stretches of 
country belonging to one individual. He thought 
there might be further inquiry made into the 
matter with a view of obtaining a route through 
more settled country than the proposed line 
seemed to go through. 

Mr. KAT.ES said he hoped the hon. member 
would not be led away by the statement that 
eight miles of that line would pass through Rton 
V ale. Eton V ale was an enormous estate, and 
it was very fortunate that twenty miles of the 
railway did not pass through it. The popula­
tion around Beauaraba, Umbirom, and South­
brook was increasing daily, and it was for 
the benefit of those people and the stations of 
St. Helen's and Y andilla that the line was to be 
constructed. If the hon. member would look at 
the petition which he (Mr. Kates) presentee! to 
the House, he wonld see .that the proprietors of 
St. Helen's, Pine Creek, Western Creek, and 
Y an dill a were all prepared to send their pro­
duce by the proposed line. There were over GOO 
settlers in that district, and not the few that hac! 
been stated by the hon. member for Northern 
Downs. He thought it was not too much to ask 
for a branch line that would cost between £3,000 
and £4,000 per mile for such a district. 

Mr. CAJ\1PBELL said he would like to point 
out that on the petition referred to by the hon. 
member for Darling Downs there were the 
names of many persons who were nearer Cam­
booya on the \Varwick line than Beauaraba, and 
he was certain that those people would not send 
their stuff by the Eeauaraba railway. 

The Ho:-;. Sm T. MciL\VHAITH said the 
hon. member for Fassifern was interrupted in his 
speech by the Premier saying that if the line did 
not go through Eton V[tle it could not go to 
Beauaraba at all. 'rhat was not the case, for if 
the suggestion of the hon. member for Aubigny 
were carried out the line would not go through 
Eton V ale, but through a large amount of 
selection on the \V e•tbrook Homestead Area. 

The MINISTEU :FOR WORKS : It would 
make the line longer. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VllAITH: Very 
little longer ; it would run at right angles to the 
main line, and the difference in length would 
be very inconsiderable. 'l'here was not the 
slightest question which would be of the greatest 
benefit to the greatest number-the line through 
]~ton V ale or the line through the West brook 
Homeotead Area. 'l'he only redeeming feature 
in connection with the line proposed was that 
the Minister for \Vorks had ceased to rectify the 
blunders made by his predecessor in office, the 
Hon. Mr, J\!lacrossan, and had adopted the 
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system which the late Government introduced 
into the colony of making- the railways on the 
main roads. The line before the Committee 
would run along the main road for about six 
miles. 

The MIXISTER :FOR WORKS: :Eight and 
three-quarter miles. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said if 
hon. members looked at the plans they would 
sec that the line traversed the main road for 
some distance, and that if the route which had 
been sugg-ested by the hon. member for Aubig-ny 
were adopted they could g·et to Beauaraba with· 
out going through Eton V ::tle. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said the 
hon. member for J<'assifern was in the hu.bit of 
changing his mind very often. He hoped the 
hon. gentlen1an would change it again on this 
occasion. His objection to the proposed line 
was that it went through priv::tte property for 
about seven miles. The proposition made by 
the hon. member for Aubigny woulrl take it 
through private property nearly the whole way. 

Mr. CAMPBELL : Not more than a mile. 
The Mii'fiSTER }'OH WOI~KS : He knew 

the country as well as the hon. member for 
Aubigny. It would go throug-h private property 
the whole way, and would be very much more 
costly thn,n the line now under consideration. 
That line ran >tlong the road, which was 10 chains 
wide, for S'f miles, and where it passed through 
private property it traYersed forest land whi'ch 
was worth al.Jout 50s. an acre. He was perfectly 
satisfied that it was the proper route to take, 
and that the line would be constructed at a very 
much lower cost than by carrying· it by the route 
proposed by the hon. member for Aubigny. It 
would take nearly all the money to resurne the 
land required on the latter route, and the dis­
tance would be about four miles longer. 

The Ho:". Sm T. MciLWllAITH said they 
were getting a little information now. The 
information that the Committee harl now was 
that they ought to support that line because the 
land through which it would pm;s was so bad 
that it could be got for l!)s. an acre, as it .,·as 
only fore,;t land. Was not that an absurdity'! 
Hon. members were suspicious at first that 
there was no population on the line. Kow 
they found that the only inducement the 
:Minister for \Vorks had for constructing the 
line was that the country was very bad and only 
worth lfis. an acre. 

Mr. KA'rJ~S : The :Minister for ·works ;,aid 
50s. 

Mr. :\IOREHEAD said there wns an old 
r>rovcrb which was, perhaps, not inapplicable to 
tlwt case, and that was that "when rogues fall 
out honest men get their own." There hnd 
bem1 an irnrrwnse dea,l of wrangling arnong the 
Darling Downs members over that line, l'''rticu­
larly as to the direction it should take. He rlid 
not mean to suy that they were rogues, hut 
they <j1mrrelled, and possibly honest men might 
get their own. He was very much surprised 
to find that there was a portion of Dar· 
ling l)ownH over which a railway did not go, 
for he had thought that the whole of Darling 
Downs was chessboarded by railways. How­
ever, he was very glad to find that that wa:' not 
the case ; but he thought they ought to get some 
information from the :Minister for \V orks as to 
what additions the railway revenue was likely to 
derive from the construction of that branch line 
to Deauaraba. They were in the dark on that 
ptuticuhr point, ::tnd he did not think the 
l\Iinister for \Vorks shonld come down to the 
Committee with such a scheme as that witlwut 
~howing what benefit the revenue would d~rive 

from the railw:cy extension proposed. He had 
no doubt that the hon. gentleman had the 
information at his side, and that he would he 
able to tell hon. members what benefit would 
accrue to the State from the construction of 
that railway-and he ought to do so, because 
tlw interest on the cost of construction would 
have to be paid by the whole of the tax­
payers of the colony. He (Mr. l\Iorehead) was 
sure the hon. gentleman harl taken steps to dis­
cover \vhat advantages to the railway revenue 
would :wise from the construction of that line. 
If, however, he was not in a position to give the 
Committee that information he had no right to 
ask their sanction for the proposed expenditure. 
The question before them was not one of extend­
ing an existing line, but it vvas a devia,­
tion or alteration from the present railway 
system, and in his (:\fr. Morehead's) opinion 
when an alteration took place the l\linistcr 
should tell the Committee what benefit would 
accrue from it to the C<lmmunity and to the 
State genemlly. He hoped the hon. ~entlemttn 
would tell what revenue was expected from that 
deviation. 

Mr. lVIIDGLEY said the Minister for ·works 
had charged him with being fickle '"nd change­
able ; he di<l not know on what g-rounds, and 
he thought the hon. gentleman would find it 
very difficult to say himself, if put to the test. 
He (.VIr. l\Iidgley) was sometimes in doubt 
upon :1 question, but when once he had 
formed a strong impression about a subject he 
was not g-iven to change ; in fact, he sup­
posed he was rather considered a nuisance 
because he did not change more readily. He 
had not been in the House long enough, and 
had not been a member of a Cabinet yet. vVhen 
he had been a few years long-er, and if he ever 
attained to that honour, he should know a great 
deal better how to change about than at the 
present time. He had seen marvels of changes 
on the part of C:tbinet Ministers ; complete 
somersaults of changes, perfect topsy - turvy 
chan~·es, which a man must be a perfect political 
acrobafl to be ahle to perform. He had not 
changed on the subject under consideration. He 
said it wns a mistake-->t blunder, "' sin-to con­
struct a long line of railw:cy through privttte 
freehold property, belong-ing to one or two indi­
viduals. If the land belonged to a number of 
indi vi<tuaL; so much the betcer : but here was a 
line of rail way which for half its distance ran 
through land held by one man or one company. 
He said it Wll,S a mistake to constrnct the line in 
that direction if another route could be found 
which was not open to the same objection. 

The Ho:". J. l\1. MACJWSSAN said he had 
listened very carefully to the debate, not knowing 
the locality through which the railway was 
intended to go, and thinking- that he might g-et 
some information from the members who did 
know the locality. Now, five members had 
spoken who knew the loc"'lity. They were all 
representatives of the Darling Downs, and there 
semned to be a difference of opinion. \Vhen 
doctorg differed how were other people to make 
their minds up? The Darling Downs doctors 
differed very much as to the advi»ability of 
taking the rail way according to the route pro­
po,ed. The chief representative of the Darling 
Downs, the hon. the Speaker, gave them one 
arg-ument in bvour of making the railway which 
struck him (Hon. Mr. Macrossan) as being a 
very a»tonishing- one. He said the country wa.g 
composed of black soil, that it was ther~· 
fore very bad for road-making, "'nd it was 
Yery nmch cheaper to make a railway than 
a rmtd-therefore they ought to umke a railway. 
But tlmt did not follow at all. Even admitting 
that the country was bad for making roads~ 
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th:tt was no a.rgurnent in faYonr of rnaking the 
rmlway. 'rhey :;honlcl listen carefully to the 
suggestions of any tuen1ber who knew the district 
well, and it had been snggcsted that by taking 
a, different route a very tnlwh htrger nnrnber of 
people wonld be accommodated. \Vhy shonld they 
make a milway because the bnd wa:; compe"ecl 
of black soil and road-nmkinc; wa,; rlitficult ? 
Had they not established a new system of ro<td­
making by divisional boarch, anel did they 
not subsidise them for making roads? \V ere 
they also to snh,;idise the ll:crling Downs 
hemtnse the road:; were hard to make? That was 
a n1ost extraordin:1ry argnrnent, and he th011g-ht 
members of the Committee would not be justified 
in accepting that an argntnent in favour of 
lll!l'king the ntilwn,y. He did not quite agree 
wrth the hem. member for Jhtosifern, who 
objected to the making of railways through 
pnvate property, because if they made rail­
ways in settled districts they must go thmnc;h 
pt'i vttte property. He had he:wd the :ilinioter 
for VVorks, a, very fevv week~ argo, say that 
he wa,; determined he would ma,ke no railway 
throngh big e.stateo, but here he hnd brougrit 
down a phtn showing a railway the half of which 
went throug-h a big estate. On that account the 
hon. member for Fassifern would be perfectly 
justified in voting agttinst the milway. l<'or hi,; 
own part he felt quite justified in voting ac;ainst 
it after wlutt had fallen from the hon. member for 
Aubigny. As to the opinion expre"ed by the hem. 
the Speaker that when the Drayton and Too­
woomba deviation \Vas tnaae the rmnaining por­
tion of the main line would not be t;tken np, the 
hon. tnember nlight re:-::;t tts:-:;ure(l tha.t Padin­
ment would not let any 'Minister for \Vorks 
run trains th11t would not pay for ovet· tweh·c 
miles of railway. vVao the Ipswich line not 
ktken up after the mo,in line "'''·' nmde, and 
why should not that part of the main line 
not going- to be used be taken up? If they 
made the Drayton am! Toowoomba devi:~tion­
which he thought would be a mistake-it would 
be throwing n1oney away-the u:-;eless portion of 
the line would be certain to lJG t<tkcn up. He 
wtts very glad to find the :iiinister for \Vorks 
had tttken a le;tf out of the book of one of his pre­
decessors-that wa.s himself (Hon. :ilr.l\Iacro,,;an) 
-in 1naking railways along n1ain roalh. lie 
thought thehon. gentlenw.nought to ackno\l.tledt;G 
the "'ssi.-;tance which the late (}overnment gave 
in paHHing an 1\.ct mnpo\verin~; hhn to nmke a 
line of railway along a rnnin roctd. The hon. 
il'entlem:m must have trcken another leaf out of 
the hook of the late Gm ernmcnt, or else the 
1n·oposed line would not he made for £:5,ii00 a 
mile. He must have t<tkeu a leccf out of their 
book a:;; far ~1H the econmny of construction wa:-:i 
concerned. The line went throngh pretty much 
the s:ome kiml of country '"' the nmin line to 
\Vm·wick wonld go through, am! if it did not 
cnHt rnore than £3,?"")00 n, nlile it IHUNt be becan.'::ie 
it W<1~ going to l)e constructed on 1nm·e ocono­
mic;ol principles than the m,1in line. Tlmt was 
the principle he trieil to carry out, and he was not 
going to f:;ay ttnything against it now. ,~_\..t the ~mue 
time the hon. gentlemen should not elecry the 
work cf his predeceswrs when he wns obliged to 
follow in their footsteps. It was aelmittcd that 
the line was to be rmtde for £3,ii00 per mile, lmt 
even that would exceed the amount of the vot'' 
on the Lmm Estimates. The line would cost 
£3,200 more than the money voted, nnd tlmt die! 
not allow for equipment nor for the cc"t of land 
and :-:.evera.nce. In argning- upon the Cairns a,n(l 
Herberton line last night it had been said that 
the equipment would tttke about £:JOO a mile, 
but that w'os a new line of milway havin;;· a 
terminus of its own. The line under construc­
tion, being n br,wch line, could be equipped for 
much less-probably for £200 a mile-and thctt 

would make £3,200 more to be added to the cost 
of conc;truction, making a deficit of £6,400. He 
wa.:-; quite ::mre he vvonld not be I)Verstepping the 
mark when he said that the co.st of the line am! 
severance would amount to £()00, making in all 
£7,000 more tlmn was voted on the Lmm Esti­
mates. The }Iinister for \V orks shook his head, 
but he could not shake those arguments. 

Mr. MOREHBAD: He wants to find out if 
his brain.< are there. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAX saiel he did 
not know how the :iiinister for \Vorks h:t~l 
arrived at the conclusion th,tt the land would 
only cost GOs. a mile, after the description given 
by the hem. the Speaker, who s<tid that it was 
all black soil ; the land was suppo·.ed to be 
excellent of its cla.'", and he did not think it 
could be obtained for tlmt price. He had, how­
ever, taken a modm·ate estimate of £(j00 for 
the whole of the land <tiHl the whole of the 
severance. \Vel!, he did not .-;ee his wtty to vote 
for the adoption of the plans. He belie,·ed after 
the statements made l1y the hem. member for 
Aubigny, which had not bc,en contraelicted iu 
a rational way-the only contr::tdiction 1 1eing 
by the i'lpeaker-they wonltl be pel'fectly justi­
fied in rmnitting the planH baek and trying 
to find another rnnte which would go IletLrer 
to Gowrie Junction through the \Vostbrook 
HomeRtead Area, and give railway cmn­
nlnnication to a. larger nu1uber of people. 
.According to the hon. 1nmnber for Anbigny, 
if his suggestion were adopted, the length 
of line between the encl of the line m](l 
Toowoomba would be actually ~horter, nnd 
therefore it would be an ad vantafl'C to farmcrK, 
who would thus luwe to l''LY le'~" for the carriage 
of their produce. He thought the Connnittt'e 
woulcl hardly be doing its duty in passiug the 
plans, \\tith tlle very 1neagre iufonna.tion ~mpplied 
by the Minister for \Vorks; in fact, he had tl'iveu 
thmn scarcely any infornu:ttion. l-Ie h::td ::;iven 
ntme a tu the probable amount of traffic, lmving 
left hon. lllelnhor;-; to i1uagine that. Fnnn the 
:-;c~tuty infonn:1tinn g·i ven with teference to the 
line, awl aJter hearing- tho intelligeut ~ug,~e:-;tion 
lllttlle by the hon. member for Aubi~·ny, tl10 
Cmurnittee would not be doing itH duty in voting 
for the ttdoption of the plans. 

}lr. JOlt !JAi-l B>tid he was not present wher; 
the lwn. member for AulJigny spoke, but he hnd 
been ''ble to gather, from wh:tt other hon. members 
h"'cl Hltid, what must have been the substmrce 
of his remarks. If he (Mr .• Jmcbn) thought that 
that waH a 111ere 1og-rolling bu·,,ine . ..,s he wonlLl 
not vote for it. If he thought that sn111e 
eMregions blnnc1er had been perpetrated in tlw 
bying ont of the line-that it lllight h:we been 
done fm lmlf the money, or that the Cfllony 
mi~·ht have had dnnlJle the ad vttntage from 
carrying the line in another dircctiun-he slwnlcl 
l<csitate, ancl tnke care to satisfy himself on tlw.-;e 
pnintN befol'e voting for the line. It \vn.s tL very 
Uifficnlt thing, he found, frmn the di~cnHKionN 
thr>y hctd on those mil ways to g·et at anythin·~· like 
a correct iden of tt!l tho.,e circmn,;tances which 
would. enahle a person to fol'In correet jndgnwnt 
a~ to the va.lue of a line or whether any groat 
mistakes had l1een made in laying· it out. One 
)istcne·i to speeches like tlmt delivered by the 
hon. member for Korthern Downs (:;\Ir. 1'\ elson) 
with very cem.siderable interest. It was an 
exeeedin~ly huuwrous f-:lpeech, and one could not 
help listening· to it with attention and ~omc 
degree of plea"u·e. It exhibited the talent of 
the spe<lker, and a' it enlivened a debate which 
\Vas apt to get Kmncwhat dreary they ,vcre 
alwa.y,; gbtl to listen to a speech of that kind for 
a few minutes. Hut the hon. member's speech, 
he was f.iure, n1uRt be taken iu a Pickwickian 
:~ense The one man for whose benefit the line 
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w::ts to be made-the hon. member could nat 
expect them to underRtand that litemlly. 'l'hey 
hn<l nothinf\' to do with how many people lived 
in tlmt p<erticulnr township. It h::td been 
made clear to his mind tlmt it was a very 
important agricultural settlement, that there 
waH a large area of land nn<ler cultiYation, 
and that GOO persons interested h>td signed 
the petition for the railway. In addition to 
those important bets, the Speaker had g-iven 
the Committee a lucid <lescription of that par­
ticubr loc::tlity ; and the Speaker, who was the 
oldest member of th~ House nnrl who hnd repre­
sented the interests of that district <lurinf( the 
whole of his Parliament::try career, probablv 
knew more about it th::tn ::tnybody else. That 
hon. 1ne1nber's fl\tatenlents were always so clear 
,md lucid, and his facts and figures were, gene­
ra.lly speaking, so cnnclusive, that hon. rr1e1nben; 
listened with considerable attention to wh::tt he 
said. The statement of the h<m. member, l\Ir. 
Ka.te~, ahm cnrried great weight to his n1incl ; 
and he h>ed come to the conclusion that that line 
of sixteen or seventeen n1iles, and \Vhich was 
not to co::-;t a, largo Sluu of money, \Vould be a. 
valuable line to the numerous settler, in that 
loc>elity. They ought to m>eke not only co>est 
railw>eys and transcontinenbl railw>tys, and rail­
ways to the great centl'f'S of indu,stry, but they 
ought to make mil w>eys for the accommodation of 
perc>ons who were alreMly settled on the laml­
of men who had had energy >en<l enterprise 
enou."h to risk their all on the land, >end who lmd 
nt present no 1neans of con1n1unicatinn \Vith a 
m:uket. The hon. member, l\Ir. Nelson, h>ed 
admitted that the settlers there were obliged to 
consume their own produce because they could 
not send it to market, ::tncl they would be very 
glad to send it to market if they could. It woul<l 
cost, he suppoRed, a.:; niuch to 1nake a good 
nlacad<tlnicle(l road over those seventeen 1niles aR 
t<·l build a railw>ey. They had the fact before 
them that there were GOO people or more settled 
in that ::tgricnltnral district, and that there were 
sevent~en miles nf black-soil country between 
them and the nmrkct to which they wanted to 
get, and to which they could get by mmtns of a 
chc:.tprailway. It was a<ruestion between making 
the milway in that direction or making it in 
the direction >edvocated by the hon. member for 
_\nbigny. Pm·haps it might have been wiser to 
luwe taken it in the other direction, but he was 
not satisfied on th;1t point after whe1t had been 
said. The only objection to the line as proposecl 
seemed to be that it would go through seven ur 
eight mile,; of private property. That private 
property did not belong to small men, but 
tn a big man; therefore the hon. member for 
Fassifern hat! adrlnced as " reason for not 
1mtking the line that he w<mld not vote for " 
line if it went through a big est>ete. But that 
depended upon circmnstances. If they could 
not get to that large number of settlers-those 
~ncceK~ful farn1erl:i-at Ben,na.raba witl1out going 
through seven or eight nliler:; of lawl belongil1g to 
n big nwn-go through it, not for the Rake of the 
big uutu, bnt for the sake of the GOO men bchiml 
him who wanted to get to " nmrket but could 
not. By the other route the line wonld also 
have gone throngh private property, and it woulcl 
have been a longer line. The hon. member for 
Bowen suggested that the ::Ylinister for \V orks 
did not Pven know how much the land wonld 
cost, intimating tlmt it would cost the colony a 
gre>et deal of money. But the Minister for 
\Vorks had very well answered that; he 'aid it 
would not he a CQ1stly line in that respect, becaw;e 
the private land throug-h which it would run conld 
be bought for 50s. an acre. H>ed the line gone 
the other way and through the fMmers' land, it 
wonlcl have cost a very great rleal of money to buy 
the land. Therefore that would be a cheaper line 

th>en the other, 'md >es he lmd come to the 
conclusion that it was the best route that could 
h::tve been ::tdopted, he should support it. 

l\Ir. l\IOREHEAD said tlw speech of the 
junior member for South Brisb>ene forcibly re­
minded him of the old saying-

" A \YOman, a dog, anrl a. \Valnut tree, 
'l'he more you beat them the better they be." 

That hon. member hac! been very well beaten 
indeed by the Minister for \Vorks, and had been 
brought back into the fold, or p~n, or sty-he 
did not lm<·J\V by wh>1t name the place should 
be c::tlled. Instead of cursing the Minister for 
\Vorks1 the hon. member blessed him altogether, 
and sard the speech of the hon gentleman was a 
most excellent one, every word of which should 
be accepted as gospel truth. 

Jliir. ,JORDAN: I did not s>ey that. 
}fr. J\IOREHJ~AD said those were not the 

::tboolnte Wllrds, but they were quite near enongh, 
m1d looking at it from a South Brisbane point 
of view; the South Brisbane electors would 
agree with him in the rendering he had given. 
\Vlmt were really the bets of the case before 
them? They were asked to vote a sum which, >:et 
the lowest estimate, would not be less than 
£80,000 for more . expemliture on railways 
on the Darling Downs. They were not 
met there as a mere parochial meeting of 
the people who were interested in the Ihrling 
Downs, but to protect the interests of the 
taxpayers of the colony. It had been said 
that the D>trling Downs were the curse of the 
colony, ancl he wa;; not sure that the remark was 
altogether wrong. Ho knew how utterly uselesH 
it was for him to >esk the Go;ernment to do any­
thing for the district he represented ; he h>ed 
lonf\' ago given that np as hopeless. There was 
certainly " sum of money on the :Estimates for a 
milway from \Varwick to St. George, but that 
was not to be touched until after a riv a! line had 
been made to \V arwick. A more preposterous 
proposition had nev-er been submitted to Par·lia­
ment, as wnuhl be a<lmitted by any member who 
knew ::tnything of the district and of the rel::ttive 
position of St. George to Brisbane. It would 
be utterly useles,; to ask the Government to 
let the St. George milway start from where 
it ought-nameh·, hom Dalby ; therefore he 
would wait until thin::;s got nwre settled, a,nd 
until they got men in control of the affairs of 
the colony who understood the colony and the 
requirements of the people. If the Government 
re>elly had the interests of Brisbane at heart, 
they would know that in order to get the border 
tmtfic they should not extend the milway;; in the 
direction they proposed to do, but which he hoped 
the Committee would prevent them from doing-. 
They knew perfectly well that the extension of the 
r::tilway first to \Varwick-which would do an 
enormous clmnag-e even to the petted tlistrict of 
'lhrling Downs-then to St. Georfie anrl further 
westw:_ucl---wa~ siinply non:-~ense, as:surning that 
the intention was to tap the border traffic. It could 
be done more cheaply in the way he had shown. 
However, not being a joint in the tail of the 
present .Ministry, he had no hope th::tt any <Lction 
he 1night take, a.ny speech he 1night rnake, or 
any vote he 1night give, v.tonld assist hilu in 
getting the colony developed in the way he 
thought it should be developed. :Everything 
now was done on purely party lines. 

The l\II:\'I8Tl'~E FOR WORKS: No. 
J\lr. l\IORBHEAD : There was no considem­

tion given to the wants of the colony; the whole 
thing was run on purely party lines. 

The ::'IIINISTBR JWR WORKS: No. 
Mr. MORBHl<~AD: The hon. gentleman might 

s>ty "No," bnthe was si1uply aunitin theCalJinet. 
There wa" only one :Minister, only one Bismarck, 
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only one Griflith ! The hon. gcntlem:cn might 
shake his head and look sage, bnt he !mew very 
well that he trembled at a word uf the hon. 
the l'remier. He posed before the country as 
an honest and independent man, lmt when he 
went into the Cabinet he' wa,, ,;imply de]Jresserl 
and sat upoa. He went into the Cabinet like a 
lion and came out like a lamb. There was no 
doubt it wa" the only instance thnt conlcl be 
found in the record of colonial pnrlimncnts of a 
purely persomtl Government. Take away the 
head in the present instance am! there was no­
thing left, They hnd henrd about Cerberus ; 
no do>tbt the Minister for \Vnrks would 
make a good head for Cerberus ; there were 
three heads in that case, and in this there 
was only one. They had also heartl-,he hnd 
no donbt the hon. member for ::\iaryborough, 
l\1r. :Sheridan, with his cbsoicnl kuow l~dge, 
would bear him out in thnt-of a hypothe­
tical monster on which, if one heacl w:1s cut 
off, a number of heads would spring- out. If 
they cnt off the head of the preseut Government 
-not that he wished any per,;onal danmge <lone 
to the l'remier-if they removed the l'remier, 
the whole thing, wa,; gone. The :Minister for 
\Vorks might s>ty that the lines were not run on 
purely political principles, bnt it was not the 
hon. gentleman who was reoponsible to the 
House-it wns his ruaster. They had heard some 
strange ideas propoumled by the h<,n. member 
for South Brisbane. He understood that hrm. 
gentleman to say that they could have mil­
ways nmde nlmost as cheaply as roa<ls in sorue 
parts of the colony. If w, the divisional 
boards ought to mctke them, but otherwi,,e 
he did not think the colony conld aiforcl to 
pa,y for its development even in the settled 
districts in the way the hon. gentleman 
suggested. A cornpbint harl been made-he 
thought by the hon. mernb<'r for South Brisbane 
-that the people whom the extension was to 
benefit would not be within oixt<mn milp,; of " 
railway until it was completcc1. No doubt that 
was a very sad thing, and to people living in the 
settled districts it would lJe almost a hom;eholr! 
grievance ; but the hon. membe1· and thm;e who 
held with him ought to look further afielcl. If 
large HUll1S of n1oney \Vere to Le spent on railway.r 
extension they ought not be spent in districts 
that alrettdy to a very groat extent enjoyed 
railway con1n1unication, but in attmnptin.l-{ 
to develop the interior of the colony. It 
was not assumed, he took it, that Ly con­
structing a railway through a freehold estate, 
for which they would have to l'ay compensation, 
they would get a greater a1nount of settle1nent 
oH the land; it was simply contended that they 
would give the inhabitants easier access to the 
railway than they had at present, whereas by 
going on with the nu1.in lines they developed 
the country. The.~e were t:hneH when they should 
not fritter awny the public money in the way 
proposed by the ji,Jinistcr fnr \Vorks, The hon. 
gentleman admitted that he did not know him­
self whnt acce:--sion of revenue wonltl cm ne to the 
colony by that del'iation or branch. Probably 
the hon. gentleman knew there would be no 
accession of reYenue, but an accef'sion of taxation 
that would have ~o be borne by the whole of the 
taxpayers of the colony. That was to be done to 
benefit a few individmtls, not to bring 'my new 
,,ettlement on the soil. The land was freehold, 
and the increased value would not come to the 
State, but to private owners. The line was to 
be constructed simply with the idea of securing 
certain votes for the J\Iini,ter for \Vorks and 
others who sat on that side of the House. It 
was simply a political railway tlmt woul<l 
increase the responsilJi!ities of every indivi,lnal 
who lived on Darling Downs and outside it. He 
should certainly oppose it. 

Mr. KATES said the hrm. member complained 
that his constituents had not lmd justice clone to 
them. The \Varwick ancl :St. George line would 
Roon be surv-eyed, ilnd he would rmnind the hon. 
nwn1her that his own con~tituents at Gooncli­
windi and :St. George had declared th~msel ves in 
favour of that milway. 

1\Ir. l\IOREHEAD: It is not true. 

J\Ir. KATES: Petitions lmd been sent down 
frmn there. However, they were not diseussing 
the \Varwick and St. George railway. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I stty the st«tomcnt is not 
true. 

C.Ir. KATES "'id th<tt if the hon. gentleman 
would commnnicate with the people of St. George 
he would find it w'ts trne. The people of 
Goondiwindi, in particular, wished to have it 
ca,rriecl ont. 

l\Ir. M01tEI-IEAD sccicl tlmt as he represented 
thnt dbtrict he ,;npposerl he ou~'ht to know what 
were the views of the people there. They were 
distinctly opposed to the rail way in St. George. 
As for Ciooncliwindi, he wonlcllike to "chuck" it 
irlt{l \Varwick. 

}Ir. KATES said the m:tynr of St. Gem·ge hnd 
intiumted his wish and desire that the line slwnld 
go in that di•·ection. It >tppeared to him that 
members on l1oth sides of the Committee were 
very little acquainted with the locality ahout 
Bemmr,•,ha. Darling Downs members had been 
accused of being partial; but he would refer hon. 
gentlemen to what was said by :tn impartial 
lJGrKnn, the hon. UlmnlJer for \Varr·ego, who hnd 
visited the district and lwd pronounced himself 
in fa vonr of it. He hac! witnessed the progress 
of the district, and said he would vote for the 
rail mty. 

Mr. l\IOREHKAD : How often was he there? 

Mr. KATES said he did not know. But the 
hon. gentlmnan had seen what waH going- on, 
aml was so impressed with the de,.;irnbility of 
having the line con,;trncted that he >~:1.id he 
mmld support it. In that case they had the 
te~tirnony of an in1pnrtialrneruber. 

Mr. J\IOIU~HK\D said, although he had no 
land in Goondiwindi, he thought he knew a g-reat 
rleal more about it tlmn the hon. member for 
\V::1rrego did. 

C.fr. KATJ~S said he was talking about the 
Tien.uarab::t di:::Jtrict, not Guondiwincli. 

Mr. }IOJU~HE"\D s>1.irl he had been in the 
locality of Beamtrabtt, and he did not think th>1.t 
the hon. member for \Van·ego, bccauoe he had 
been then· once, cuuld he a.s:-:;n1ned to know all 
abont it, althon~'h he must say that that hon. 
member knew all about anything once he had 
spoken on it. 

Mr. MACFARLAXJ~ s<tid that his position 
w<.t~, tlw..t if ;.;ntficieut evidence Wf're given when 
n, Jnotinn wn.H introducefl for the construction of 
a milway that it wonld J>;,ty, or even tl_mt, it 
would pay iu fntnre, he h:vl ahvtLyB gone m for 
it. 'l'he Committee had cause to complain that 
suHicient evidence had not been given to en,,ble 
members who were not acquainted with the 
loc:clity to come to a decL,ion. The ~Minister 
for \Vorks had certainly given very littlG infor­
m<l.tion, but the hfm. member for Darling Downs 
(:'dr. Kntcs) had given a great deal of information. 
That hfm. gentleman mid there wno n htr,;e 
popubtion in the district, and it woulfl be a 
great benefit to the farmers to have th>1.t line. 
That statement hnd been met by the hon. mem­
bers for X 01·thern Downs, who said the district 
wa,, not settled, and the township was nil. 'l'herc 
wa;.; no national Hchool, but only a provbional 
school with sixteen scholars. Therefore a person 
who did not know the true position of affairs 
in the district would be likely to wonder what 
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it rtll meant. One or the other must be strtt· 
ing what was not true, or w~.ts n1i~led by 
insufficient information. He should like to 
h:"·e a little more information himself. If 
the JHinister for \Vorks could show that the 
line would he Lenefici>tl and would ultirrmtcly 
pay, he should vote fur it; but unless he hac! 
some more information he did not see how he 
could do so. The hon. member for Toowoomlm 
h<td said that the settlers in the district were 
sirnply ~nnall grazier:::;. 

Mr. GltOOM: Graziers and f<trmers. 
::\Ir. MACFARLANI<~ s:1id that if those 

graziers mised food for their own cattle, and had 
only fat cattle to bring into market, the line was 
not likely to pay. If they wem actually farmers 
bringing produce to nutrket it would be a dif~ 
ferent thing. Before he voted fm· it he would 
want a little more information. He voulrl vote 
for :1,ny line in the colony if it could be shown 
that it would pay. 

Mr. X OR TON said he hoped the hon. member 
for Darling Dowm; (C\Ir. Kates) did not labour 
under the impression thrtt he had never seen 
anything of that country. He certainly ktd 
not been at Beauaraba, but he had ridden over 
the Downs from \V arwick, and Dmyton, "'nd 
Toowumnbc.t, n,nd had a general idea. of the 
hind there. He did not hesitate to se~y that 
it wets most excellent land, and he believed 
tlutt the land at Bemutmba was rich al,;o ; 
so that he hoped, when the hrm. gentleman saw 
him smiling, he did not think he smiled because 
he di<l not think the land was good: He was 
sruiling becau:-;e the hon. gentlenwn was blowing 
hi, penny whistle, cmd he knew he was talking 
to his constituents. 'l'he evidence before the 
Committee was sufficient to show that the hind 
was good and that the roads wcm bad, bec,msc 
they were black soil. He did not think that 
was any pn,rticula,r reason for 1naking a 
railway, but it was an indimttion that the 
btu! was good. In dry weather thcrP was no 
better road than black soil. The lwn. member 
for South Brisb,ne (.\Ir. ,Jordan) had been 
talking about 600 prosperous f,mnms. \Vhero 
were they? Did the hon. ,;eutleman ever look at 
the nmnei5 on the petition? Dozens of them 
were labourers, and he lmrl not the slightest 
doubt th"'t every man who could be got to sign it 
was asked to do so. Th:tt was the nsual ",w in 
which those petitions lmd been got np. \Vere 
they all farmers in the vicinity of tlmt line? 
~{)one would dare ~tty ''Yes." 'rrhere would Le 
thonsands of tons of pro<lnoe from the district 
if all tlwt~c men made goocl use of the l:tnd. 
Then there was a statement that the hrm. 
member for l<'assiforn would be interested in. 
One of the rmcsons assig·ned for carrying the 
railway in that way w<ts that <~long the line there 
were "'bout 130 sheep-owners, many of whom 
were large station hold Cri::', nn1l inelnc18d Y an­
<lilla, Cond:unine l'binH, Kun·awah, \Vestcrn 
Creek, Ba.lgownie, J?ine Creek, li'elton, etc. 
The hon. member for l<'assifern, who objected to 
taking a r:1ihvay throu6h large freuholtls, had a. 
pretty good re:tson in that for opposing the pro· 
posed line. The first sigmtture to the petition was 
Gore and Co., c:tnd the next signature wa,~ that 
of a member of the firm-G. ll. Gore. Those 
were two signatures for the one pbco. Then 
there was l•'rancis \Vest, of \V est brook, another 
la,rge e;;;tate; and then canw 'Villirtln Hogarth, 
of Balgownie, another large estate ; then came 
about half-a-dozen labourers and a little further 
on there were the ,;ignatnrec; of about half-a­
dozen more l"'bonrerc;, In fact, half of some of the 
sheets were signed hy labourers. Instee~d of there 
being GOO prospermu; fanners there were not 
half tlmt number. 'rhe hon. member for South 
Brisba,ne had been too hasty in arriving at his 

decision if he was guidecl by the alleged fact 
that there were GOO farmers there. Some of the 
signatures were tho/:ie of wmnen, who, of conr~e, 
we1·e entitled t<> sign the petition if they were 
selectors. But GOO farmer;; implied lll1 enor­
mous amount of <~griculture. .A great de:cl of the 
cultiYated land along the line W<~s ''"ed for 
grazin:,:. The large st<ttion holders cultivated 
lucerne to a large extent to fatten their sheep, 
and they nGed not have this milway in order 
to get them to mo,rket, <ts they could very well 
tra 1·cl their sheep sixteen miles to a rail way. 
The hem. member for Xorthern Downs had 
stated-and it h>~d not been contmrlicted-tha,t a 
grec1t portion of the produce elel'ived from the 
lands cultiYated by the farmers proper was 
taken out west for sale, and he could quite 
Lelieve it was. It w:ts not likely they would 
take it into Toow:Jmuba, which wns absolutely 
surronnded by f:tnners, when they could get a 
better market out we,;t. Everything ]Jointed 
to the one fact that the advantages of the railway 
had been enormously magnified. The fact that 
it wa8 the finest hmd that could be found and 
equal to any land on the Downs was no reason 
why they should take the milw<~y there any 
more than to any other place up there. If 
a rail way w:ts to be taken to each of the 
black-soil deposits on the Darling Downs, rc­
nwved frmn the 1nain line, where w:1::; it to 
end? The fttct of the matter wa~ that th" mil­
way -.,va~ proposed becau::;e it wttti in the district 
repre,sentecl by the Minister for \Vorks. That 
was the long and short of it. It wac; the penny 
whistle which the hon. member, .Mr. JCttes, 
a,ud the i\linister for \VorkH were blowing for 
their electomte. He presumed it w:ts the inten­
tion of the Government to carry out the line 
frmn 'l"'cwwomnba through Drayton, and it \Yonld 
go to the very point where the proposed 
line met the main line. He mi;,;·ht argne 
from the~t, as there was a sum of money 
asked to he voted by the Hmme for the 
Drayton deviation, if that line were constructed 
the line between Gowr·ie Junction and Too­
womnha would ]Je of no use rrt all. The chief 
ar;rument user! in support of the line \l'a,s tlutt 
it wonlll go throut:i·h good agricultural lanll ; 
at the same time, not one who advocated the 
constrnction of the line had been able to sav that 
there was any land there which the Government 
could thmw open for selection. 'rhe lHinister for 
\Vorks had told the Honse plainly on more than 
one occ.tsion that he objected to carry lines throngh 
private property fnr the 1Jenefit of the owHer,, 
He could mention one instance whore the hrm. 
g·entlenmn had absolutely declined to construct a 
line beca1kC it woul<l ,;o through freehold bnd. 
That was the line to ::\larburg. \Vhy Hlwuld he 
not construct a line to 5Iarburg as well as the pro­
posed line? There was much larger settlement 
on the lVfnrlmrg line, mrd the men there had 
taken up the land in Mtna.ll arm1Js, nncl \VL'l'O 

absolutely farming the land now-not tnlking 
about farrning it at t:on1e future titne. The 
lVIini,tor for \\lorks had :1,bsolntely refused to 
make a line tu help thn,;e men, aml said they 
might make it themselves if they w"'nted it; 
and yet he was quite prepared to carry nut 
the line before them. The most preposterous 
:trgnments had been broug·ht forwarcl in favour 
of that line. When the money for the line waR 
voted by the House he had been opposed to 
it, and he was glad to see that hon. members 
who were prepared to support the :Ministry at 
tho,t time were not prepared to do so to the ~mne 
extent now. He would suggest to the hnn. 
member for South Brisbane the advisability of 
looking over the }Jetitiou; u,nd a5 he had not 
heard the r·mnarks of the hem. memLer for 
Aubi:,:ny he should get from that hrm. member 
the statement he h:td made to the Committee. 
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The hon. member had referred to what the 
flpeo,ker ho,d said, but though he (l\Ir. N orton) 
had li'tened abo to what the Speaker had said 
be believed the hon. member for Anbigny knew 
probably more than the Speaker did about that 
district. Rib business took him continually 
through that portion of the district, and it w."s 
very nnlikel,v that he should be unacfjuainted with 
it. For all the reasons he had stated the Corn· 
mittee shonld very serionsly consider what they 
were doing before they agreed to the proposal 
now before them. He snpposed a line would be 
carried through that clistrict, but it could be 
taken by another way and be of much more 
benefit to the smaller settlers who were really 
farming the land, and the large estates could 
be avoided by making a small detour and 
adding very little to the cost of the line. 
For his own part he thonght it would cost very 
1nuch more thim the J\:Iinister for \Vorks had led 
the Committee to understand it would. He did 
not mean to say that the hon. gentleman had 
attempted to deceive the Committe''; hut at the 
s:une time he thought, as had already been 
8hnwn, the cost was likely to be very much 
more. If that was so and the contract was 
once let for the work, it meant that the 
expenditure would he very much lar.~·er than 
that which hac] been authorised by Parliament, 
and that an additional sum would have to he 
raised subsequently to complete the line. They 
knew that a similar state of affairs existed in 
regard to railways tha.t hrcd already been passed 
by the Committee. They knew tha.t in the case 
of the Isis branch, even the estimate given by 
the Minister for \Vorks showed thrct the line 
would cost about tlouble the srm1 voted for it. 

The :MINISTER :FOI~ WOI~KS : How do 
you m:tke th:ctt out? 

Mr. KORTON : He mrcde that out by the 
:;tatements made to the Committee. 'fhere was 
rclso another line-he forgot which it was-where 
the estimate was much above the amount voted. 
Knw, if that was the c:'lse with the srmtller lines 
brought before them at the present time, what 
woultl become of those left to the end? They 
would not he constructed at all ; if they 
were all to he completed they would want 
another very large loan, even without taking into 
considemtion other lines that ought to receive 
n.ttention. He thoug'ht hon. 1nernber~ onght to 
give tlu\Jt 111:1tter the 1no~t Herions consideration, 
because, if the lines which h:cd already received 
the sanction of :P'arlirunent were to be con­
f'tructed, and if they were to go on spending 
money on that rcnd other comparatively unimpor­
tant lines, those which were of real imporbnce 
to the colony would have to be po:;tponed, simply 
bucan:-;e the Govennnent would not hn.ve the 
fnmls to crnnplete them unless they mised 
another loan. 

The I'RK\IIEU said he C[uite agreetl that the 
C<.mmittee ohonld give consideration to tlmtline 
as to other lines, lmt he lwped the Committee 
would also remember tlmt there was a great deal 
of work to he got through by Parli<crnent, and that 
if they gave ~o nnwh consirleration to every Riuall 
matter the session wrcs likely to be protracted 
to an inordinate length. ,-rhe argurnentR n~5ed 
against tlmt line were the most extmordinary 
aucl contmdictory he had ever heard. Sometimes 
they were asked, "\V hat was the use of making 
a line when there is no settlement?" Then, when 
a line went through thick settlement, they \Yere 
:tsked, " \Vhat is the use of making a line there 
when there :tre no Crown land~ to eel!?" 

::\Ir. KORTO::'{ : There is neither one nor the 
other in this case. 

The I'RE:\IIBH : The argument used by the 
hnn. member for Port Curtis was that the bncl 
through which the proposed line would pass was 

all occupied, rcnd it wn,s no use mrcking· the milway 
there. It struck him (Nlr. Griflith) that, on the 
principle adopted by that House for many years, 
th:>t was about the beet reason for making a 
railway. 'fhat all the land was not occupied 
by small farmers was true ; but the land was 
occupied and was fit for rcgricultural settlement, 
but the distance from market prevented it being 
put to tlmt use. Any person acquainted with 
Beauaraba by reputation must know thrct it was 
one of the most thickly settled portions of the 
Darling Downs. He did not mean to say that 
all the land at the terminal :Jtation wits occupied 
-there might be some v<Lcant land about 
Beauamba; but the country which the railway 
lJassed through was one of the most thickly 
populated and most fertile. If they were to 
rrmke railways, then that was the kind of pbce 
to mrcke them to. 

The Hos. ,J. M. l\IAClWSSAN : Why not 
make it somewhere else? 

The PTIE:VIIER: The hon. member fm·Towns­
ville said "\\7hy not make it somewhere else?" 
He thought the hon. gentlemrcn had mrtde rather a 
bad selection in one or two instances in the lines 
that he had bthered. Some of them did not 
pay very well. He (the Premier) believed the 
line before the Comn1ittee was n,n extre1nely good 
selection, so far :ts the information available went. 
They could not, of cmu·He, transport hon. mem­
bers suddenly to the spot and show them rcll the 
settlement around the proposed line ; and "urely 
they ought to take the evidence of people who 
were acqnttinted with the locality. The argu­
ment he had heard from the hon. member for 
::'{orthern Downs, who did not profess to know the 
country very well, was that another route might 
have been adopted. r\nother argument, which was 
used by the hon. memherfor Aubig-ny, was that he 
was afmid that if this line were adopted all the 
persons now served by the line between Gowrie 
Junction and the place from which the Beauamba 
branch was to start would eventually be deprived 
of railway crnnrnunication. The hon. member for 
'fownsville tried to confirm that view, but he 
(the Premier) ventured to assert that when once 
a population wa8 settled along any railway line 
in the colony, and the settlers actually used that 
railway, the traffic would not bP stopped; there 
was no possibilit,v of thrct. He thought it wrcs 
f!Uite curtain that a direct line would. he nmdc 
through Dravton, but the other line from the 
junction wo;rld not be pulled up ; it would be 
used. As to the Dravton line being mat le, it 
was absolutely certain" tlmt it would be con· 
structed. He could not "'Y the exact time when 
it would he nmde, but anyone who knew the 
country knew that it was al1solutely certain that 
that corner would be cut off, and until that was 
cut off allowance must be nmde for the extm 
lenp;th of line to trnvel. \\That did it matter to 
the people of lleauDmba if their produce lmd to 
be carried ten or fifteen miles, or even thirty, 
forty, or fifty miles, so long as they got it to 
market and only lmd to pay for the shorter 
distance. 

1\Ir. XOHTOX: It matter, to the taxpayers. 
The I'REJ\IIEH, : He was answering the 

~trg-un1ent of the hon. rneJnber for lJ~uling Downs. 
He (the Premier) said it did matter to the tax­
payer:-> whr-ther prodnce was carried a long o1· 
short distance, and tbat was the reason the 
Government proposed to take the line the shorter 
<listance. The arguments used in favour of that 
line were certainly as strong as any that had 
been advanced in favour of any other agricul, 
tural line thrct was passed by the House. The 
Government did not intend to confine their 
'"ttention to making trunk lines, but proposed 
also to construct agricultural lines where they 
could be made to rcdvantage. He believed that 
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the line under discussion would pass through 
thickly settle<! country an<l frmter agriculture, 
and that it woulrl 11ay hanrbnnely for the small 
expenrliture that would be incurred in making 
the line. 

2\fr. KELLETT said he had much pleasnre in 
supporting the line. He had alw~ys been in 
favour of branch railways, and he thought tlmt 
line was about '" justifiable a one as any that 
had come before tlmt Committee for cou,i<lera­
tion. It had been mentioned by speakers on the 
other side of the Committee that the h111cl 
through which it would pass had all heen 
purchased. \V ell, he thonght that was about 
the best thing they could say in favour of it. 

::VIr. MIDGLEY: That is not the objection; 
it is that the land is held by a few owners. 

Mr. KELLJ~TT: Some hon. member behincl 
him saicl the hmd was held by a few persons. He 
could tell that hon.gentlenmn that there was a large 
n1nnlt.Jrof o\vners :tronnd the dititrict 1)£ Hcaunraba. 
'fhere were one or two large holders, certainly, 
lmt the greatest number were small proprietor,. 
He happened to be in communication and clo 
bnHiness with a. good n1any of then1, an(l he knew 
a little about the district. He was satisfiecl the 
land was valuable, and that there was no better 
land about the range for growing produce. A_s 
a rule, in seasons like the present, perhaps it 
paid farmers to cart their produce some dis­
tance ; but in plentiful sc<tsons, when price.s 
were low, it did not pay to cart it very far. 
He was rather astonished at members on the 
other side who n. ;:.;hort tirne ago wished to 
show how much consideration thev had for the 
srrutll rnan. They were corning "'out in quite 
a different light now, and it seemed to him 
that like the chameleon they were always 
changing their colour. It was irnpo"'ible to fix 
them to anything. He had been very plea,ed to 
see them ad vocatiug the interests of the small 
selector, and had hoped that they saw Lhe evil of 
their ways, but some of them had now evirlently 
gone off in the other clirection. He was 
satblierl that anyone who knew the distric·t 
woul<l believe with him tlmt it was mlvisable to 
construct the line to Deauaraba, '"ml he was sme 
there would be as much pro<lnce c'uried on tha,t 
line as on any other thttt h:vl been built. H>J 
thought it wa~ a very good 8ign th:1t all the lan{l 
had been htkon up; mrd the larger holders would 
soon find that it would not pay them to nm sheep 
and cattle on their land, but would cut it up and 
sell it to those who would use it more profitftlJly. 
lt was far !J,:tter to put rai!wftvs iuto snch 
place;.: :18 Beanar<tba, where there W<-~S settlenwnt, 
than to nm them iuto districts where there w-a,, 
uo settlement. He did not me'w to allmle to 
the western <listricts where the districts had to 
be ovened np, but in constructing branch line~ 
they had to take into curmideration the popub­
tiun of the district. He was satislie<l the 
l~eauara.La line v,-a,;-; an <-t(h'i8~tllle one to con~tnwt, 
aud he shoulcl support it with much urme 
pleasure than the line they hctLl tli>,onosed last 
night. The Liovenmwnt had considered the 
rmttter wisoly, and he thought the l\Iinistor fur 
\ Vorks, like a great mauy other people, shoulc! 
be good to his friends first. If the Governlllent 
could posoibly assist their friends, they ought to 
do that first and give their erJCmie, a turn after­
W;mls. Ho did not want to be too severe on his 
cneruies, but he lJelicved in doing a good turn to 
his friends first. He thought the fn,rmers on the 
Downs required '" little more attention than they 
had had hitherto, and he should be glad to sec 
that railway carried out. 

:\Ir. NELSON sai<l, referring- to the petition 
which har! been m;1,dc so much of, he would like 
to dmw attention to the ae3ertion that there 
were 600 farmers who had all good farms and 

were going to make use of the line. Nothing 
wou1d convince the Conunittce 1nore than n,n 
examination of the petition that the whole thing· 
hard been g-ot up in order to get an expenditure 
of public money, and nothing else. They found 
hundreds of people signing the petition who were 
not in the locality at all, and who were neYer 
likely to use the railway. There was Mr. 
Hogarth himself. He would not send his wool 
hy the Deauaraba line, because his wonlshed 
wa,~ so 1nnch neurcr C::unbooya,. Then, again, a 
large number of labourers had signed the peti­
tion; then there were people living 1nile~ awn.y 
from the place-30, 40, and 100 mile,s away, some 
of them. 

The PREMIER: 't'ellus one 100 miles away. 
Mr. NELSON said the orig·inators of the peti­

tion n1ight have got the independents of Cook­
to~.\'11 to sign it, au<l then it coul(l not carry nnwh 
less weight than it di<l now. Then a whole lot 
of people who resirlecl in 'foowoomba had signed 
it. Of course it would suit the Toowoomba 
people to have the line built, because the money 
would be filtered through the storekeepms, 
'fhcn they found that a nnmber of resiclents of 
Ca1nLooya. hacl ~:;igned. C:unbooya, it rnust be 
reu1e1nhel'etl, wa."i a railway ;.:;ta,tion on the 
main line. Then followed p:tgeo of people who 
rc,,ide<l on the back blocks of Clifton. \Vhy, 
the thin;;· was perfectly monstrous. Then the 
whole of Dt,ayton signed, of course. He did 
not believe there were any persons in Drayton 
who had not signed it, although he did not see 
what interest the people of Drayton bad in the 
line. If the petition had inclwled the Drayton 
cleviation then he could underst:tnd it. The 
Ratne thind· was nota.blc right through, mHl it was 
clmtrly to be seen that nearly every person in the 
electorate had signed the petition. Out of the 
whole of that larg-e petition the percentage uf 
people who had signed it, and who were 
interestt"d in the line, was very small indeed. 
He was not :mtisfiecl with the Premier's 
an.{nllleut about the di~ta.ncc to carry produce. 
\Vhat was the nse of building '~ line to cany 
pnHluce at a loss? It would be infinitely better 
t'' tlistribute the m;mey Jn·opo,sed to be expended 
on the rail way anwng:-;t the people, and it wonlU 
lJU n. great ~~~1.rving to the colony if each nlt.U1 \Vtl..H 

simply hanclecl his clle<jue, and the line was not 
constructed at all. 

'fhe Hox. ,T. J\L ::YIAC1WSSXI'\ sai<l the hon. 
member for Stanley h:td accn.,O<l meruber., of the 
Opvosition \Yith being clmn1cleonR, because n 
very shurt time ago they advocatocl the cause of 
the home,teac! selector, and now they were 
OlJtJOsing the J3eauarabn railwcty. If the lHJil. 
In8lnbt.)r lutd been pre:-ieut dnl'ing the \Yhole of 
the debate he would have known that theY wore 
not oppo~ing- the line bcca.m:;e there 'verc 'lwnw· 
ste<-td ;;elector:-:; upon it, hut boc:1use there \Vero 
no l1<nnestcad r;olectors on it-~-becan.-;e the line 
wont through one large freehold for :1 L1i:~ta11ce 
of !{1: 1nileH; HO that the arg-n1ncmt of the hon. 
1ne1uber about the Oppo:-;ition having changed 
their minds was no argmuent '"t all. The hrm. 
member came into the House fresh after attend­
ing to hi~ bu~ine~.-.; outside, and he gut np and 
spoke upon a. qw?stion '''hen he h:uJ not heanl 
half of wh:tt had been going on. \Vhy, the chief 
:.trgtnnent againRt the line ;,vaH that it would not 
benefit ,,electors-that it wonld not benefit any­
body-except ~u f~lr a,s the expending of nwney 
would benefit people. Of conroe, an expenditure 
of money in any district always benelit~d 
somebody, but that wets the only benefit 
likely to n.ccrnc hmn expending 1noney on 
th;1t line. \Vhat the Uppmdtion had been 
cuntencling for was that the railway should 
be made thrungh another portion of the district 
where there were a great many srrmll selectors. 
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That was the Rn~gestion of the hon. memher for 
Auhigny, which he (Hon. :iYir. :Macrosstm} thought 
a very reasonable su~gestion. They did not want 
to stop the expenditure of the money, but to 
ttpply 1t to a more n;eful purpose. Perhaps the 
hon. member for Stanley was not pre,0nt 
when the h,m. member for Aubi"ny m>tde his 
suggestion. ~rhe sug-gestion wa,s that the line 
should stttrt within two or three miles of Gowrie 
Junction, run through portions l'\os. 1 and 2 of 
\V estbrook, benefiting selectors there, ttnd then 
run on to Bea,uaraba, benefiting an equaJly l::trge 
number of selectors as would be beu~fitecl by 
the present line. The line by that means would 
only be made one and a-half 1niles longer, and he 
thought that for the purpose of benefiting a 
15reat n~mber o.f people they would be justitied 
m makmg the !me that much longer; so that the 
h_nn. 1;1emher'.s charge of members on the Opposi­
twn f:nde hav1ng chn,nged their 111inds wa8 not 
true; in frwt, it was utterly untrue-they lmd 
not changed their minds. Their object was to 
benefit the gretttest number of selectors, and if 
the hon. member for Aubigny's suggestion was 
adopted that would be clone. According to the 
present plan, the line would not benefit anyone 
exeept, perhaps, :-:;mne xnan through whose pro~ 
perty h>tlf of 1t went. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said that 
the Premier had reflected on the system that 
was now adopted in the approval of the plans 
and sectiono of proposed raihnws in the Com­
mittee of the whole House. The conch1'ion 
that the hon. gentleman had come to wc>s 
unjust; ann he did not think it was reawn­
ttble at all to ~ay th,l.t the new system had 
failed to ttttain its end simply because it 
took a l:mger time to approve of the vlans 
and sectwns than when they were brouo·ht 
before the House. That was a result that 
w'ts perfectly inevitable. 'rhe reason for re­
ferring matters of that kind to a Committee 
of the \Vhole w'1.s that free and fair discussion 
could be lmd on the proposals of the Government 
by thu.se mem1s only. \Vhen a matter of that 
kind was referrecl to the House alone, the Minis­
ter for \~orkH, having spoken, had the right of 
reply, wlule others lmd only the right of spettk­
ing once. Kow, it was r1uite evident that under 
the old system no infornmtion was ~·iven to 
lead hon. members to come to a right conclusion 
as to what they were to do on a <juestion in 
which they were to give their votes; and he 
was glad to sec the new system adopted. Of 
conr:;e it would lead to clelay in ]mooing tho:;c 
votes through the House; but the 'lnestiun was 
whether the ubjed to be attained w''" simply 
that the ronte jll"O]JOSed s]wu!tl obtain the sane· 
tion of the House. He thought the object to be 
attained was the fnll and fair diocus;iion of the 
proposale of the Government, and indeed it 
was only in that way that ju:;tice could be 
done. 'rhe Premier lm,l unreasonably com­
plained that so much time had been spent over a 
rnatter of ~hi8 sort, \V hen propor-:;al8 cmnpri:sing 
the expend1tnre of a much larger amount of 
money had passed the House without one-tenth 
Jl'l.rt of the discussion. The Premier called 
that a wrong syr-:;tern, but he was wrong in saying 
that was a small matter. It was a very important 
matter. Those sixteen miles would cost some­
thing like £80,000. According to the estimates 
of the };ngineer-in-Ohief it would cost £4f> 000 
for constrnction n.lone ; but no estilnate ha,<l been 
given of the cost of the land through which the 
line was to go, nor of the rolling-stock. The 
Ent{ineer's o"'tinw,to was invariably under the 
actual amount the line would coKt when com­
pleted: *' that h,m. members would agTce with 
him that they did not oYer-estimate the co:;t if 
they put it down at £80,000. It lmd been shown 
r1uite clearly during the cli,;cussion that the 

wrong route had been adopted; but he thonght 
that as the House had sanctioned a line Lo 
Beaua.raba they n1ust-unless sorne very Btrong 
reasons were gi ven-tnake that line. ..c'\J::\ a 
matter of fact, the money had been borrowed 
for the con,;truction of the line. The 'luestion 
before the House was as to whether that was 
the proper line to construct. The point where it 
would deviate from the mttiu line had not been 
shown when the money wtts voted ; but the line 
that had been proposed by the Government was 
to leave the main line at a point where it would 
go for half the distttnce through uue large est>tie. 
It continued right on to Bcauaraba, through 
lands which were not under agriculture at the 
present time ; and the agriculture that existed, 
if it did exist, was beyond that point. It 
had been shown that there was no pOJIU­
lation at Beanaraba itself to justify the 
construetion of the line ; but being eo m­
rnitted to the construction of n. line they 
ought to get the best line, which would serve 
the greatest number of people. \Vhat wonlrl he 
the result of departing from the main line at the 
point proposed, at 120 miles on the \IV arwick 
line? That was the place where tt direct line 
from Toowoomba, V1:d Drayton, would strike the 
Warwick line, and there would be a portion 
of the line between Gowrie Junction and the 
120-mile point which would be relieved from 
the thruugh traffic ; so that the only reamn 
for running a train along that portion would be 
to ttccommodate the local traffic. But as a 
matter of fact there was no local traffic except 
what would be got in a secondary way from the 
\V est brook homestead selectors; and he would 
state the position the people would be in if the 
proposed line were made. Suppose the traffic on 
the main line were stopped, as it wonld be when the 
direct line was constructed, the homestead selectors 
on the portion of the main line which would 
become a branch line would be in a fr:tr worse 
po~ition with regard to rail way accornrnoda~ 
tion th'm ever. At present they had the accom­
modation of the main line with two stations, 
but after the proposed line was constructed 
that line would become a branch line and 
would only carry traffic suitable to a branch 
line. The line proposed by the hon. member for 
.A.nhigny at once struck one as the natural line 
to give the best accommodation to the greatest 
number of people. A line leaving the main line 
three or four miles south of Gowrie would run 
through the \V est brook homestead selections, 
a!Hl would go through a large amount of 
farming Eottlement. 'ro all those people a 
direct line to Beauaraba in that direction 
would give railwccy accommodation. The line 
itself would not be much longer, for anyone 
could see by the plans thttt the hon. member for 
Aubigny did not exaggerate when he said it 
would be one and a-half miles longer. Anyone 
who had trnvelled on the main line would see, 
from the character of the country, that it wonld 
not be worse to con:;truct th8n the line )•ro­
posed by the Minister for \Vorks, and t.hat in 
order to acctnnn1ndate the greatest anwuut 
of settlement the line should leave the main 
line four miles south of Gowrie ancl run 
through the \Vestbrook Homestead Area in as 
direct a line as possible to Bcmmralm. \Vith a 
view, therefore, of giving hon. rnmnbers an 
opportunity of choosing the better route-the 
!"oute that must be aclopted if the constrnction of 
a line in the district were at all justifiable--he 
had framed an amendment ; and he now moved 
tlmt all the words after the word "Tha,t" be 
omitted, with a view of inserting the follow­
in;.;:-

rl'he plan, section, and book of reference of the lll'O­
posetl Bcamu·;Lba branch railway be referred to the 
hon. the :Jiinh;ter for \Vorks, with ~L view of getting 
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submitted to the House the plans and sections of a line 
giving the benefit of railway accommodation to the 
homestead selectors of \Vestbrook. 
That would serve two purposes; it would be 
keeping faith with the country, to whom they 
were pledged to make a railway to Beauaraba 
by the Estimates passed last year, and it would 
give accon1n1odation to the greatest nun1ber of 
residents on the line. 

The PREi'vHEn said that of conrse wlutt the 
motion of the hon. mc:nber meant was that the 
matter should be postponed indefinitely- at 
all events until a fresh survey was made, or 
possibly more surveys than one. Perhaps it was 
as c0nvenient a way as any other to reject the 
line proposed by the Government. That was no 
doubt what the hon. member wanted-to reject 
the line without taking the responsibility of 
rejecting it. He did not know that much 
more could he added as to the merits of 
the proposed line. According to the hon. mem­
ber the question raised by the amendment was 
simply a question as to the route which a railway 
line should take to Beauaraba. But for two hours 
and a· half hon. members on the Opposition side 
had been contending that the line should not be 
made at all, and now the hon. member came 
forward and said that after all it was only a 
question of route, and he wanted the matter 
postponed until the right route was cliscovered. 
The Minister for \Vorks had given reasons for 
the adoption of the route as proposed, and he 
had nothing to add to them. 

Mr. ARCHI~R said theY could not decide 
upon a new route without g·et"ting a fre<h survey 
m>ede. The hon. gentleman would remember 
that when the Loan Estinmte was before the 
Committee the Opposition opposed the construc­
tion of a railway to Beauaraha, but, being 
defeated, they bowed to the deGi,,ion of the Com­
mittee, and accepted the fact that a railway was 
to be made to Beauaraba. The question now 
was as to the best route to that place, the route 
which would add most to the prosperity of the 
colony. They h!1d reason to doubt-not only the 
Oppusition, but members sitting behind the 
Premier-whether the proposed route was the 
best ; and it had been distinctly stated by the 
gentleman who probably knew the country 
better than anyone else, that it was not the best 
route. There was no desire on the part of the 
Opposition to hinder the construction of a rail­
way that had been decided upon, but they wished 
to see the line carried along the route which 
would be of the greatest benefit to the settlers, 
nnd which would not cost the colony an excessive 
sum. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he did not know 
whether the effect of the amendment would be to 
block the proposed line ; but whether thctt wafl 
so or not he intended to support it. He could 
not sit there and see the gross injustice that 
would be done to 200 or 300 people by construct­
ing the line as surveyed without raising his voice 
against it. It was all very well for the Minister 
for \Vorks to say that that line would not be 
taken up. Possibly, it might not be during 
his term of office; he might adhere to the 
promise he had made. But the hon. gentleman's 
successor in office would not run a special train 
there for fanners' produce, and pas::-Jengers would 
certainly object to going eleven miles round 
when they could reach Toowoomba in a much 
shorter way providing the Drayton line was 
made. Some time ago it was said that hon. 
members on the other side were posing as the poor 
man's friends ; they were certainly doing so on 
that occasion-they were advocating the poor 
man's rig-hts. The majority of the homestead 
selectors at \Vestbrook were eighty-acre men, 
who had had a long struggle against hard times; 

and now, in the face of that, it was proposed to 
do away with their railway commnnication. To 
do so would be tt crying and a grievous shame, 
and he hoped the Committee would not as,~ent 
to it. 

The HoN . . T. M. MACROSS_\.N said the effect 
of the amendment would certainly not be to 
postpone the line indefinitely, as the l'remier 
seemed to think. It could, at the outside, only 
postpone it till next session. Not quite nine 
months had elapserl since the money for the line 
was voted, and he did not suppose the JYiinister 
for \Vorks had his snrveyors engaged on the 
work before the money wets voted. Half the 
present line could be utilised-the lmlf next 
Beauaraba. He had no doubt that a better route 
for the remaining portion conld be easily found, 
and the postponement would be for only a 
few months at the outside. Besides, they 
would avoid going through that large area of 
land belonging to one firm, and at the smne 
time would confer a greater benefit on the 
settlers. Another question cropped up in his 
mind as well as that of the benefiting of the 
selectors on the vVestbronk Area, and that was 
the que:stion of making the line pay as much as 
possible. That portion of the line which ran 
throngh the big estate could not be expected to 
pay at all; not a single penny would be earned 
on that portion ofthe line. ·Many hon. members 
were perhaps not aware that the branch lines 
that had been made up to the present time had 
been worked at a loss. If they continued to 
make branch lines at a loss the colony would be 
very soon pulled up in the way of borrowing 
money. That happy time which the hon. memJ:cr 
for Hosewood hoped soon to see would arr1 ve 
much sooner than the majority of hon. members 
could wish. 

Mr. ISA::YIBERT: The sooner th~ better. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said it would 

come very soon if they were to make b:a_nch 
railways and work them on the conditions 
mentioned by the C,)Jmnissioner for Railways 
in his report for last year. It dirl not matter 
who were the authors of those lines, but they 
had a prospect of paying equally as good as the 
line now proposed-in fact, the prospect on 
several of them was better, as none of them 
ran for one-half their length through one large 
run from which no traffic would be got. Speak­
ing of the working· of branch lines la•t year, the 
Commissioner for Railways said :-

"On the South Brisbane branch, the loss in wo1·king 
amounted to £223. 

"On the Pa~sifern brunch, thn loss was £'512. 
"On the Highficlds branch, the lo.«o;; was £1,521. 
,,, On the Burrum branch. the loss amounted to £119. 
"The credit balances on the Brisbane Valley, Kil-

larney, and Ravens\VOIJd branches nre due to the fact 
that on the .first and last no maintenance of permanent 
way was eharged to working exvenscs during the year; 
and on the second, maintenance for only thirty-nine 
days was charged. The reason for this being that on 
all new lines the iirst six months' maintenance has 
hitherto been performed by the contractors, and charged 
to construction a0connt. It is therefore evident that 
if the regular maintenance charges had l)een debited 
there wol1ld have been a loss on the working of these 
branches also." 
Now, all those lines were, he thought, proposed 
by the late novernment and constructed by 
them. They had all a prospect of paying, or 
they would not have been adopted. Accorcling 
to the ]\Iinister for \Vorks, the line before them 
had a prospect of paying; but it behoved the 
Committee to improve that prospect, if possible, 
and that he thought they were able to do by 
ndoptin~· the suggestion of the hon. member for 
Aubig"Y· It was not the suggestion of the hon. 
member for JYiulgnwe, but of a gentleman who 
knew the eountrv well-better than any member 
on that side of 'the House and as well as any 
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member on the other. That was the question 
before them : whether they should benefit a 
greater number of people and increase the 
prospect of the payable nature of the line by 
adopting the amendment; or whether they 
Hhoulrl adopt the proposition of the J\Iini;;ter for 
·works. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\IoiL\VRAITH said he 
could not allow the remarks of the hem. the 
J-lrernier to pass 'vithout p,aying a few words. 
The hon. member said the object of the rrmend­
ment was to postpone the construction of the 
line inde~nitely. The hon. member might SiLY 
what he liked as to the effect of the amendment, 
because that lay entirely with the J\linister; but 
he had no right to say it was the object of the 
amendment. The object of his amendment was 
to make a better and cheaper line to Beauaruha, 
and one '\Vhich \VonJd serve a greater n1.unber of 
people; and he did not think that, without some 
reas•m being shown, the hon. mernher had any 
rig-ht to question his motives. The effect of 
the amendment, if carried, would be that the 
J\Iinister for \Vorks would cause a survey to 
he taken on the line indicated by the 
amendment, starting somewhere sonth of the 
Ci-owric .. Junction, and passing through \VeRt~ 
brook Homestead Area ; and when the survey 
was completed, submit the pb.ns and sections to 
the House for approval. \Vhether that was to 
be an indefinite process or not rested entirely 
with the Minister. He did not look upon the 
question from the same standpoint as the Premier 
did. The hon. member considered thrct the 
sooner the question was decided the better for all 
parties, but that was not the point of view 
hem. members ong-ht to take. Hon. members 
had to my what was the best way to spend that 
£HO,OOO, and if they would look ·at the map he 
thought they would see good grounds why they 
should have further information put before th81n 
in the shape of the result of a survey of the 
route indicated in the amendment, which, he 
was sure, would be approved in preference to 
the one submitted by the hem. the Ylinister for 
\Vorks. vVith reference to the hon. member for 
\Varreg·o, who approved of the line, and said that 
he had visited the district and found a large 
amount of settlement there, he thought the hen. 
gentleman referred to the settlement on the 
\Vestbrook Area, which would not derive any 
benefit at all from the proposed line. In fact, if 
the line were constructed, those settlers would be 
in a worse position for railway accmnn1odation 
than they were now, because insteiLd of being near 
a main line with frerjuent trains tra vellin"-· 
whicl1 stopped somewhere between the Go,;'rie 
Junction and 120 miles-they would be simply 
clo'e to a branch line with very infrequent trains. 
As to trying to shirk the responsibility of voting 
ag»mst the line, he did not shirk it, •for if it 
CiLme to a vote on the resolution submitted by 
the Government he would have the courage of 
his opinions and vote against it, because he did 
not believe in it. He would record his vote 
against the Government resolution in addition to 
voting for the amendment he had proposed. 

The PHEJ\IIIJ.<;R said he did not think he had 
done the hon. member any injustice in giving 
him credit for thiE-that when he made a 
proposition that would necessarily have a certain 
result he intended that tluct result should be 
brought ::tbout. He gave the hon. member 
crediL for so much ability, and he assumed that 
his object in making the proposition was to 
bring ::tlJout that result. The hem. member 
had left no room for doubt now thiLt his object 
was to stop the line. He did not object to the 
hon. member having that desire, but hon. 
members ought to distinctly understand thiLt the 
question was whether the line should be made 

or not. Just a word with respect to the idea of 
starting the line two or three miles to the north­
ward : The result would be that when the 
dirPct line was made through Drayton-as it 
was bound to be uutcle in time, and l1efore very 
long- either-the junction would be off the main 
line altogether, and it would be extremely 
inconvenient, to say the least of it, to go hack off 
the main line to get there. 

Mr. KATES said the hon. leader of the Oppo­
sition altogether over-ostinmtecl the value of the 
\Vestbrook Homestead Area. At the g-eneral 
elections in 187ll there were only two voters 
there ; there were only two in 18H3, and it was 
decided to abolish the \V est brook polling place 
altogether. Tlmt showed that the hon. member 
had not the slightest idea of the population of 
the place. The h,m, member for Northern 
Downs, who knew more about the district, had 
told them that they had great difficulty in 
getting sixteen children to attend the Dean­
am\,a school. He found, from the report of 
the Secretary for Public Instruction, that there 
were 34 children attending the school. A few 
miles north of Beauaraba they found the 
Southhrook school with 48 children; four miles to 
the south there was a bmnch school with •!0 
children and the Y andilb ,;chool with 27 ; 
altog-ether H9. It was to be hoped the hon. 
member's other statements were more correct. 

Mr. NELSON said his statement was perfectly 
correct. He took the num her from the report. He 
sa,,v the average attendance at that school, D..'~ given 
in the report of the Department of Public In­
struction, was put down at sixteen. He did not 
say anything about the total number on the roll. 

The PREMIRit : They eat just as much 
whether they go to school or not. 

Mr. :;-U;LSON said he was talking about 
Beauamba township. He said nothing about the 
district for twenty miles around ; iLnd if th1ct was 
all the hon. gentleman had to find fttult with in 
his figures he maintained that he was absolutely 
rig-ht. 

Mr. KATES : The hon. gentleman said there 
was only one man in the Beanamha township. 
If so, tlwt man must have had rather a large 
family. 

Mr. NELSO=" said the hnn. member for Dar­
ling Downs said he only had two votes on the 
\V esturook Homestead Area. The \Vest brook 
Homestead Area was not in his electorate. It 
was in the electorate of Aubigny. 

Mr. KATES: Westbrook belongs to Ihrling­
Downs. 

HoNOUH -\BLE MEliiHERS : No, no ! 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWHAITH said the 

hem. gentleman knew it very well. No wonder he 
did not g-et more than two votes theN. 

Mr. KATES: Part of the \Vesthrook Home­
stead Area does belong- to the Darling DownR. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he could not allow the 
statement of the hon. member for Darling- Downs 
to go unchallenged. 'rhere were 360 selectors 
on the \V est brook Homestead Area ; and he 
said unhesitatingly that there were more voters 
in four square miles there than there were on 
the twenty square miles at Beauaraba beyond 
the proposed terminus. 

Mr. DONALDSON said that at an earlier 
hour in the evening- he expresse<l his intention of 
snpporting· the motion then before the Commit. 
tee, a' to whether it was desirable that the line 
should be constructed or not. Since then matters 
hacl become delightfully complicated, 11nd they 
had heard all kinds of arguments as to the settle­
ment there and the size of the estiLtes. He fell 
into an error when he siLid that with the excep· 
tion of the \V estbronk Estate the whole of the 
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country on that route was held in modorate-si7,erl 
estates. He meant Eton V ale, not \V est brook ; 
he wasunderthe impression thatthefirstfew miles 
belonged to \Vest brook at the time he travelled 
over it. No doubt there was a great deal of 
settlement at \Ve,tbrook also, but its wants 
were :'erved by the present line. The chief 
objectwn of the hon. member for Aubigny was 
tlmt he was afraid that after the line throuah 
1 >my ton lmd been constructed there would be ~o 
necessity for the line from Gowrie J·unction, and 
that therefore a large nmuber of people would he 
deprived of railway communication. That hon. 
gentleman said that, provided the present line were 
kept in working order and worked, he would have 
no objection whatever to the proposed line beina 
constructed. As a resident in that district th~ 
hon. gentleman had a greater know ledg-e as to 
which would be the hotter line than anyone else. 
Very few hon. membem were able, of their own 
knowledge, to expreb"> an opinion on the sub­
ject. If the question had arisen earlier in the 
evening· as to whether they should adopt the 
amendment of the leader of the Opposition or 
the line before the Committee he would not 
have had the slightest hesitation, from the 
appearance of the settlement there in adopt­
ing the amendment. Bnt he h~rl already 
expressed his intention of voting for the 
line, believing that if it were desirable to 
construct branch line.s the one proposed was 
one of the best he knew of, and one that there 
was every possibility of being payable in the 
future, because it would devclope a higher state 
of settlement than there was at present. He 
took that opportunity of explaining his reason 
for voting as he should, and regretted that the 
amendment was not proposed earlier. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the resolution-put, and 
the Committee divided :-

AYJ~s, 25. 
~Icssrs. Griffith, Rnt.ledge, Dickson, Dnt.t.on, )foreton, 

l\I1les, Sherirl.an, l~oote,Beattic, Kates, -"~akctield, White, 
Anncar, ::.\Ic:\Iastcr, llueklaud, Jordan, ~Icllor, Brookes, 
Aland, Groom, Donaldson, :Jlacfarlauo, Sallmld, G-rimcs, 
and Is~~mbert. 

NOES, 14. 
Sir '.r. ::\Icihvraith, ::\Iessrs. ~\.rcber, ::\fm·ton, ::\Iacrossan, 

C~n1bb, Blacl..:, .Nelson. Lalor, Campbell, Bailey, Govett, 
L1ssner, Palmer, and Hamilton. 

Question resolved in the affirmative, 
Original question put and passed. 
On the motion of the MINISTER FOR 

\VOHKS, the CHAllniAN left the chair anrl 
reported the resolutions to the House. 

The report was adopted. 

WESTERN RAILWAY EXTENSION. 
The SP:F~AKER :tnnonnced the receipt of a 

n1essage from the Legislative Council inthnating 
that the Council approved of the plan, section 
and book of reference of the proposed extension of 
the ·western Railway from 29U miles 37 chains 
(from Dalby) to Charleville, as received by 
messag·e from the Legislative Assembly on the 
2Gth August. 

MACKAY RAILWAY EXTENSION. 
Tbe SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

message from the I .. egislative Council, inthna­
ting that the Council had approved of the ph>n, 
section, and book of reference of the proposed 
extension of the l'\'Iaclmy Hail way to Eton, ns 
received by mess[lge from the Legislative As­
sembly on the 26th August. 

ELECTIOKS BILL-RESTJl\IPTION OF 
COl\DIITTEE. 

On this Order of the Day being read, the House 
went into Committee of the \Yhole to further 
consider this Bill in detail. 

Question-That sections 1!5 to 34, both incln­
si ve, of the Legislative Assembly Act of 1867 are 
hereby repealerl-·-pnt. 

:Mr. l\J:OREHEAD said the amendment 
placed in the lmnds of hrm. members was thnt a 
certain new clause should follow clause Sfi, bnt 
the motion now before the Committee was 
"that sections lG to :i-1, inclusivf\ of the I .. egiR­
btive As><embly Act of 18G7, are hereby re­
pealed." rrhat WaR not a new chn188. 

The CHAIR::\IAN said he had pnt the 
fJlW,tion as it had been proposed by the hon 
member for Bowen. 

The HoN. Sm T. l\IciLWRAITH: That 
motion might have been proposed by the hon. 
member fnr Bowen, but it Wits not the clause 
moved. 

'l'he PREMIER : Yes, it is. 
The CHAIR:\IAN sttid he pnt the clause as 

it was moved by the hon. member for Bow en the 
previous e\'ening, who nwved it as a now clauso 
to follow clause SG. 

Mr. CHUBB said the Chairman was quite 
correct. He (l\Ir. Chubh) had moved the amend­
ment in that form. At the same time, he sug­
gested that if the principle were adopted it would 
he better perlmps for that amendment to ap­
pear in the schedule along with the o! Ler 
repealing parts of the Bill. But he made the 
motion, as he had stated, in order to draw the 
attention of the Committee at once to the object 
of the amendment. If, however, there was ::my 
possibility of their being able to carry the amend­
ments, perhaps it might be better now to move 
that new clause 87 stand part of the Bill. 

'l'he PREMIER: This is a convenient way. 
:\Ir. CHUBB : It seemed to him a convenient 

way, but if there was any objection to it he 
would move it the other way. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN ttsked, if 
that was a new clause to follow clause SG, how 
would it appea.r in the schedule of the Bill? 

The PHK!v1IER : By recommitting the Bill. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : That was 

rather a roundabout way of doing business. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he would ask the 

Chairman how he proposed to put that amend­
ment? 

The PRE:\HER : A new clause has been 
moved. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : He supposed even the 
Premier would allow him to read what had been 
handed round to hon. members, and which, he 
took it, was an official document. At any rate, 
the paper had been served out to them as con­
taining amendments with which the Committee 
had to deal, and in thnt it was proposed that a 
certain new clause shrmld follow clause HG of the 
Bill. It read as follows :-

" 1~\ection petitions and trial thereof-Sections 15 to 
34, both inclusive, of the Legislative Assembly Act of 
1807 are hereby repealed, and the follmdng provisions 
substituted in lieu thereof." 
And what followed that, was the new clause 87. 
Surely there \vas son1ething wrong son1ewhere ! 
He would like to have the Chairman's ruling on 
the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN said he put the chuse 
exllctly as it was moYed by the hon. member for 
Bowen the preYious evening. He would read it 
ag::tin as it was moved, that-

" Sections l?i to :-34. both inrlusive, of the Legi~la.tivc 
As~cmbly Act of 18K7 al'l\ hereby repealed." 

Thr" Ho:\'. Sm T. MuiLWHAITH said he 
thought the hon. memlJer for Bowen had made a 
mistake, anrl that the Premier had cleverly taken 
advantage of it. 
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The PREMIER : I think he has adopted the 
most convenient way. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: No doubt 
it was the most convenient way for the hon. 
gentleman attaining his object and shelving 
the whole question. That, however, was not 
the object of the Opposition. "\Vhgn they 
were delmting a matter of that sort they 
ought to be consistent. If hon. membm;s 
would look at cbuse 4 they would see that 
that provision was matle specially repealing 
certain Acts and certain portions of Acts · 
and on referring to the schedule they would 
find that it was there recounted what Acts 
were thereby repealed. And in the face of 
that the Premier said it was a most convenient 
course to propose another clause to repeal some 
other section. Possibly it was the most con­
venient way for him, 'but the hon. gentleman 
admitted himself that if the Committee passed 
tlmt clause it would necessitate a recommittal of 
the Bill in order to put out the clause. 

The PREMIER said the Gm-ernment did not 
c~tre what way the amendment was moved. All 
they wanted to do was to g·et on with the Bill. 
The hon. member for Bowen had moved an 
amendment which distinctly raiser! the question 
that the Committee of Elections and Qualifica­
tious ought to be abolished. That was the 
motion before the Committee. The hon. mem­
ber _for Bowen thought that wag the most con­
vement way of dealing with the matter, and he 
(the Premier) entirely ~tgreed with him. It 
rai:;ed the di;;tinct question that the Elections 
and Qn~tlifications Committee should he abolished 
absolutely. He (the Premier) thought that was 
the mo.st convenient way to deal with the subject. 
Of course it was very seldom that a Bill of that 
magnitude went through committee without 
there being some things <!hoovered which would 
necessitate a recommittal. He had found some 
already. 

Mr. CHUBB said there se,emed to be some 
misunderstanding on the Opposition side of the 
Con;mittee as to the vroper place for tho8e 
sectwnf! to appear. He would, therefore. ask 
permission to withdraw his motion, with a· view 
of moving that new clause 87 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The PREMIER : Withdraw the whole lot. 

Mr. :i\IOREBEAD: I wish to goodness you 
would withdraw. 

Ameudment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. CHUBB moved that the following new 
clause follow clause 8G :-

Every petition complaining of nu undue return or 
undne election of a member to serve in Parliament for 
nn electorate shall be pre:scnteU to the Stt}H'Omc Court 
of Quc,f•nsland, at Brisbane, by any one or more of the 
following persons :-

Some person who voted or who had n right to vote 
at the election to 'vhich the petition relates; 
or, 

Some person claiming to have had a right to be 
returned or elected at such election; or, 

Some person alleging himself to have been a candi­
date at such election. 

And such petition is hereinafter referred to as an 
election petition. 

The PEEMIEll said the amendment that 
the hon. gentleman wished now to propose 
simplified the r1uestion, because the motion moved 
last night raised the proposition that the present 
committee was an unclesimble tribunal and it was 
left to the Government to deYise a substitute for- it. 
Now, the hon. member did not confine himself 
to that general proposition, but proposed that 
they shonld go straight to the Supreme Conrt. 
"\Vhatever opinions hem. members might have 
had as to the possibility of improving the Corn-

mittee of J;;lections and Qualifications or substi­
tuting a1nixecl cmnmission, that was now entirely 
removed from the discussion. The hon. gentle­
man wished to hand the whole matter ovlw to 
the Supreme Court, and perhaps it was just :cs 
well that the discussion should take that form. 
He gave last night the reasons why that was not 
desimble, and he did not propose to add anything 
to what he had said. 

The HoN .. J. M. MA CROSS AN said the hem. 
gcntlernan said that in 'vithdrawing the Inntion 
which the hon. member for Dowen had with­
drccwn the Committee had deprh·ed itself of the 
opportunity of improving the Elections and 
qualifictttions Committee, by substituting a 
mixed commis8ion of some kind. He (Hon. 1\Ir. 
Macrnssan) clid not think it was possible to 
improve the J~lections Committee unless it 
was by improving it off the statute. That was 
the only improvement that he could sugg:est. 
Now, the htm. gentleman st~tted last mg·ht 
that the Elections and Qnalifications Committee 
had worked very well up to the beginning of 
the present Parliament, and no complaints had 
been made against it; but the hon. gentleman's 
n1enwry was not quite so defective as he would 
desire hon. members to believe it to be, becam.e 
he must have heard him (Hon. 1\Ir. Macrossan) 
more than once or twice say that he had 
actually told the Speaker th>tt if he put his mtme 
on that committee again he would refuse to act. 
He had told the Speaker that, and the reply he 
received was that he would use his position as 
Speaker to punish him. He (Hon. Mr. Macrossan) 
had told the Speaker that he could do so, and 
that that would bring matters to a crisis. The 
hem. the Premier must have heard him repeat 
that several times. He must have heard several 
other members object to the Elections and Quali­
fications Committee, and, unle8s he (Hnn. Mr. 
1\lacroSKan) was very much mistaken, he lmd 
heard the hon. gentleman himself object to the 
constitution of the committee, and doubted its 
ability to decide impartially. 

The PREJ\HER : I do not think so. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Perh~tps 

the hon. gentleman did not remember it, but he 
had heard him and other members had heard him. 
It was in Hansctnl. 

The PREJYIIER : I should like to see it. 
The Ho". J. M. MACROSSAN said the 

hon. gentleman would see it by-and-by. The 
hon. gentleman who sat alongside the Premier, 
the Minister for \Vorks, raised some objection to 
the impartiality of the Supreme Court judges, 
He (Hon. Mr. 'Macrossan) had hem·rl him speak 
against the judges as he had heard his colleague 
speak against the Committee of Elections and 
Qualifications. i'\ow, his (Hon. Mr. Macrossan's 
experience of the Comrr1ittee began ten years ago, 
and it began in a way similar to that which used 
to exist in the House of Commons. In the middle 
of the last century the members of the House of 
Commons voted in a body as to whether an 
election had been properly carried out or not, 
and decided who should be the sitting member. 
"\V ell, his first experience of deciding the validity 
of an election was in a case that occurred 
in their time when the whole body of members 
voted ~tnd placed a man in a seat for which he 
had never been retnrned by the returning ofticer. 
He dared say the hon. gentleman would remem­
ber that, so that they here had actually tried 
the two methods that existed in the HonRe 
of Commons. The gentlemen composing the 
House of Commons were quite as competent to 
judge in matters of that kind as the mem­
bers of Parliament here were, and they 
were less liable from their great numherH, and 
their very superior education generally, to be 
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influenced by the little petty political motives 
that sometimes influenced rrternbers of Parlia­
ment here. They could not possibly escape 
being bia~ed, because their n tun bers were so 
few and they lived ttnd moved and had their 
being in an atmosphere of politics. It could 
not be otherwise among a body numbering only 
tifty-five members, and it was as impm;sible 
for an Elections and Qualifications Committee 
not to be biased by the opini<m of the side 
of the House on which they sat as it 
was for a member to live without breathing. 
He did not blame one side more than the other; 
he took no more objection to one side than the 
other, because he found exactly the same thing 
existed when those on the Government benche's 
were sitting on the Opposition side ; so that his 
objection wtts not against the Governn1ent having 
the balance of power, or because they had the 
preponderance of numbers in the committee. 
His objection was now, and always had been, to 
the principle; and he believed the principle 
was utterly wrong and that now was the time 
to alter it. They were now introducing a 
comparatively new system of penal clauses into 
the Bill, and after that, when they were increas­
ing the penalties which gentlemen who offered 
themselYes as candidates were liable to suffer, 
they should establish a tribunal in which every 
member and every in<lividual in the country 
should have full confidence. 'l'he hon. gentle­
man at the head of the Government said last 
night that the judges of the land were more or 
less biased in politics. 

The PREMIBR : Might be. 
The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN: Possibly 

they might be, but whatever possibility there 
was of a judge being biakecl there could be no 
doubt of the other tribunal being biased. He 
was sm·e the hon. gentleman himself had nu 
doubt about that in his own mind, because when 
he changed his side he would be equally prepared 
to change the committee. 

The PREMIER : I have tt!ways taken the 
sarne view. 

'l'ho HoN. J. M. l\IACUOSSAX s:cid the hon. 
gentleman had made the assertion last night, 
more than once or twice, and made it most 
emphatically, that he was not prepared to make 
the change at present. 

The PRE.NIIEE : I have said the same thin:; 
on the other side of the House. · 

The HoN. J. J\I. J\!IACROSSAN said he did 
not remember that, but he did remember the 
hon. gentleman saying that he httcl no confidence 
in the Committee of Elections and Clualifications 
deciding upon a certain rnatter. lJ 

The PRKiviiER : I do not think you can find 
tlmt. 

The HoN. J. "J\I. MACROSSAN said he 
woul<l find it. 'l'here were many thin~s to he 
found in HanMtrd which the hoa. gentle1~tan had 
forgotten, carefully as he corrected his speeche.s 
-and he knew t~at he corrected th• m very cttre­
fully. Uf course 1t was understood thttt he wished 
to be handed clown to posterity as a finished 
orator, although they on that side had no ambition 
in tlutt direction. The hon. gentleman took as 
much care, or more, in correcting and finishing 
his speeches day after day, at the table of the 
House, than he did in speaking them. 

The PEE::YIIER : That is imagination. 
The Ho:". J. M. MACROSSAN : In spite of 

that there were many things to be found in 
· Ha.n:srml which the hon. gentleman would far 
rather could not be found there. 

The l'ltEMil<:l{,: No. 
The Hem. .T. M. MACROSSAN said he 

believed truly and sincerely that the sooner they 
1885-2 y . 

did away with that Committee of Elections and 
Qualifications the better. They were now putting 
it in the power of the Committee to deprive 
any man of the right of either being elected or 
offering himself for election for seven years. 

The PRE.NIIER : Reduce the time if it is too 
long. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he had 
no desire to propose a reduction in the time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Why not go in for 
flogging? 

The PREMIER : Propose it. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: If it applied to you, I 

would. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: That would 

be quite as unfair as the suggestion made by the 
Premier the other night, when he talked of 
having him executed. 

The PHEMIER: I said quite the opposite. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: The hon. 
gentleman was reported to have said he would 
spare him for execution ; he had not corrected 
that. 

The PREMIEE : I did not get the chance. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said they 

were about to impose the pemtlties the House 
of Commons sought to impose a couple of years 
ago. But the House of Commons had previously 
a good many years' experience of the tribunal of 
the judges for trying election petitions, and very 
little objection was raised to the increased 
penalties to prevent corrupt practices. He 
felt confident from the debates he had read that 
had the same penalties been proposed before the 
system of trying such cases by the judges was 
in force they would never have been adopted in 
:England, because they had no confidence whatever 
in the decisions of the committee. In lSGS the 
Government in Great Britain introduced a Bill 
establishing a commission of three barristers 
specially to try election petitions and to do 
nothing else. The House objected to that on 
account of the expense. It would have cost 
£8,000 or £10,000 a year, and the gentlemen 
cmnposing the con11ni~~ion could have retired 
on pensions after fifteen or sixteen years' service. 
Of course the work would not have occupied 
on the average more than two or three months 
in the year. The House objected to that, and the 
Bill harl to be withdrawn and another intro­
duced which referred election petitions tu the 
judges of the Supreme Court ; but of course the 
nu1nber of judges was increased so as to prevent 
their being overworked. That was nearly twenty 
years ago ; and having all the experience of that 
time to guide them, that Committee could not 
do better than adopt the same principle. The 
only member opposite who condemned the 
amendment of the hon. member for Bowen 
was the Premier himr;elf ; and he was sur­
prised th<et a hcwyor should have imagined suc;J 
hard things <es the hnn. gentleman said and 
imagined against the judges. He had far more 
coHtidence in the impartiality of the Supreme 
Court bench than the hon. gentleman seemed to 
have; at any rate, he was certain that they were 
far more likely to act impartially than the 
tribunal at present in existence. The Pr""'ier 
said it was pt·obable that the judges w<mld 
not be phy~ically able to go to the dif­
ferent districts to try election petitions, but 
if they were not able to do that they were 
not physic:1Jly able to go on circuit, and su bsti­
tutes must be found to do the work. As to the 
expense, he believed the expense of trying dis­
puted elections would be loss by the system pro­
l""ed than under the present system, because, 
instead of bringing witnesses from the north, 
west, or any other part of the country, the judge 
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could go to the spot and try the mtse. Many 
hon. members who lmd not ;cen election petitions 
tried might think the trials were conducted 
without barristers, hut such was not the ettse. 
Each member had counsel, m1d they had to pay 
those m8n JUst the s'"rno as under the system 
proposed; so that the expense, umler the system 
proposed by the hon. member for Bnwen, wonld 
be a mere bagatelle-not one lJit more than it was 
n,t present. He thought the hon. member for 
llowen had 1nade a 1nistake in Jmnn.ndincr a 
deposit of £300. The £100 demander! by the 
present Act was quite sufficient, and if the trial of 
an election petition cost more than tlmt, the juclge 
should have the power to saddle the country 
with the expense, unless there was a, oToss cas'c 
of illegality, when the member guilty ".-;lwuld be 
held responsible. He hoped the Committee 
would adopt the resolution of the hon. member 
for Bowen, !Jecause he was certain the Bill would 
he very much improved if they did so. He ad­
mitted there were improvement,; in it over the 
pre:;ent Acts, but he believed that the ameml­
ment and the snbsidiary amenclmente, of which 
the hon. member had given notice, would make 
the Bill very mnch better than it was so far as 
the trial of disputed elections was cnncernecl ; 
but withont the amendment before the Commit­
tee the llill would l1e inferior, ]Jecnuse the tri­
!mnal would be still the same and the penalties 
IITl)Joserl would be greater than any pennJtie:; 
imposed anywhere else. He dill not think that 
in America they were RO severe~he 'vas not 
aware of the nature of the penalties in Fmnc'J 
and other Continental countries-m1d he thoun·ht 
that ~ngland was the only- place v~here the 
pemvltJes were so severe, nnd there they harl n 
tribunal in which ev-ery man in the country had 
full confidence. · 

Thlr. ISAMBERT Haicl the queotion at issue 
was what tribunal Wtts the best to decide di.;­
puted elections 1 The amemlments introLlnced 
last night were so ably and eloquently advocated 
by the hrm. member for Buwen, that he 
was nearly \Von oYer to thnt hon. gentle­
man's methorl of thinking. but unfortnnntcly 
for ]us a.uiGnduiCnt he used soute a,rgnrnents which 
de:-;troyed <-tll chance of eYer \Vinning- hin1 over. 
He mentioned that in the 1.3th or llith century 
diopr;teLl elections were tried by the judges r)f 
the Supreme Court, but he had yet tn learn that 
the judgeo in the past, as well tts in the present, 
were su immaculate as the Oppo,ition tried to 
nmke the Committee believe, or that they were 
superior in any respect to any Elections and 
QualiticcttionsCommittee which that m any future 
1\-trlimnent wa:-; caprt.blc of appointing-. rrhe hem. 
gentleman mentioned the 15th or lllth century~ 
the da,rk ages, the ages in whieh judge;; burned 
witches, in their sense of justice and er1uity. 
He had yet to learn that the judges of the pre­
sent day were any !Jotter. There wao n motion 
standing on the paper, in the mmw of the hon. 
111e1nber for l)arling ])o\VllR, h::tYing aver~· 0ilui­
lar q umition at is:-me a:-; thctt they were lH;\V con­
ternpbting of the judges in the fifteenth centmy 
when they lmrrit the witches. Thev dared not 
burn any more witches, but they cm;ld reverse n 
verdict that had been given by t1 judge and jury. 
They could sit in oanco and reverse it. He held 
in his hand a pamphlet isoued by a person named 
}[ansen, in whose fttvour, in a c<.tse brought 
by him against the New South \Vales Bank, a 
unaninwu~:; verdict wa:-; given by :1 j nry, nnd yet 
the judge", in their oupreme "isdom and with 
the same amount of justice that they ha.d in 
those ancient times when they bumt witches, 
had reversed the verdict and ruined the man. 
The question was really a serious one, ancl he 
only wished he could deal with the rJnestion and 
castigate the amendment now before the Com­
mittee. Rather would he see lilagna Charta done 

away with than see trial before the Elections 
and (~uctlitictttions Committee~which w»s crrni va­
lent to trial hy jury~rolegaterl to" judge of the 
Snpreme Court. In the petition of Hnnsome 
'l'Cl'SlUi Brydon, .Jones, nnd Cornpany, a,ll(ll[au.o..:en 

o·sus the Bank of l\ew South \Vales, there were 
allegations which, if the judge.~ were so irnn1acu­
late, they wonld never allow to ]Jc made. 

The CI-L\IR:\L\N : I nm't remind the hrm. 
member that he is a little out of order in refer­
rins- to a question--

Mr. ISA:iYIB:ERT s»id it was a r1uestion who 
could be more truster!, the judgeo of the Supreme 
C<mrt or the :Election:; am! (balifications Com­
mittee of that House. He had a perfeet right 
to canvass the characters of the judges, and 
woulcl not be stopped. 

'Che CHAIRMAX: The hon. member woul<l 
not let mu sbte the point to which I take 
exception. It is out of order to discnso any 
flUCRtion of \vhich n(Jtico of rnotion ha.H been 
given; and notice of 1notion has been given 
with reference to the caoe of Hnnsome ~·e?'sus 
Brydon, J-ones, and Company. 

l\Ir. ISAJ\lBJoR'r Haid he onlv in;tanced those 
ca.:--:;es as an argntnent to drav.~·· a.ttentiun io the 
character of the jud;;es, and having done :-:;o he 
'vould give way to the ruling of the Cha.innan. 
Even the vm·y la~tet't judgrnent of the Snprenw 
Court haLl been called in r]neetion in the House, 
no later than last night, by the hrm. memlJer 
for \Vide l\cvy (Mr. Bailey). Their wisdom had 
been cctllecl in question already ''" far as 
their cvpplication of the law was concornerl. A 
juOg·e when he Oelivcrecl a jndgruent ought to be 
tlwroughly cognbmt of the effect of his jmJ,. 
lllCnt. The question involn:;cl ftl>l' nwre :-;erion:-; 
p1·inciples thnn hon. 1nCI11bers ulight at fi1·t:it 
glance imagine. Should that Hou,o-thc hig-he,,t 
trilnmal in the land-a holly which w"s almost 
outside the law, bec:m~;c it made the law~which, 
throll~\h the Cm-ennuent, appointe<l the judges­
should thcvt House be subject to its serv-ants? 
Slwuhl the grenter be oubjcot to the le's? The 
thing was preposterou~; a1Hl, ;u; he had sa.ic1, he 
vmu!Ll rather see l\bs-na Charta abolisheLI than 
trinl by jury, ur, in other word:;, trial bufore the 
l~Iectious anrl Qmvlificcttions Committee. He 
con;-;idt::red that any hon. 111em her who could 
vote for the tt1nendn1ent either gave it in ignor­
U.llce of whn,t he w~ts doing or he couunittml 
wilfnl trutsun to the Constitution under which 
he lived. 

The "\TTOJLi\EY-GKI'\EH,\L (Hon. A. 
Hutledgo) '' tid he was rather s"ny to hear the 
h011. memlJer who lmrl just f,<Vt down endeavour 
to draw '' p;vrallel lJetween the Supreme Court 
judge~; of the present day-whether in that or any 
other colony--a,nd the corrupt judge':> to whoru 
reference was made last night hy the hon. mu! 
leamerlmember for Bowen, in the extract which 
he read from ":\'by." Tt ''as well known th:vt 
there were cause:-; of cmnpln,int in those old tirnm; 
:-th tn the decisionH \vhich were given by jnd~·us. 
They were removable at the will of the Crown, 
nncl conserJuently had a strong inducement to 
give rlecisionH that were often contrary to truth 
ami ju,tice. But c:~uses of thctt kind could nut 
and did not operate now, from the fact that 
jmlges did not hold their offices during pleasure, 
aml that they now lived in a different state 
of society. It might be safely s>tid th:~t there 
wns now no corruption on the bench. :iYiis­
takee; had been made, and alw::tys would be 
made so long as man remained the fallible being 
he was; bnt to Hay that there could be anything 
in the,,e cbys like n. repetition of what used to 
prevail in the times to which the h011. member 
referred la:;t night was to say what was contrary 
to the experience :vnd the know ledge of every 
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member of the Committee. He did not think 
there w'" auy attempt made by the Premier 
l::tBt night to disparage in any way the judges as 
a tribunal for deciding questions such as thme 
proposed by the Bill now before the Committee 
tn be referred to the Elections find Qualification, 
Committee. The hon. gentlenmn only referred to 
possibilities, and not to things that were matters 
of actual fact or experience. The ]~lections and 
(~ualifications Committee was a tribunal for 
deciding questions of fact. Did they not know 
very well that according to the law of the land, 
in matters affecting the liberty of the subject 
and affecting a man's life, the rtuestion of bet 
was decided by a jury of his fellow-countrymen? 
And he made bold to sav that if the Committee 
of Elections and Qualifications only thought 
their decision-which was equivalent to the 
verdict of a jury-was such as to impose severe 
penalties upon the members petitioned against, 
they would pause a very long while indeed before 
theyallowedanyparty bias to come between them 
and the recording of a just decision upon the facts. 
They all knew that juries went into the box 
impressed with the conviction that very grave 
consequences depended upon their decision ; and 
though it was possible that a Committee of Elec­
tions and Qualifications might not give the same 
profound cormideration to questions of fact when 
the consequence;:; were comp:ctratively slight, was 
it to be supposed that seven men could be found 
in the House who, from mere party feeling, 
would consign a man to the infamy of being 
considered unworthy of a seat in the House? 

Mr. NORTON: It is four to three. 

The ATTOR:~n<~Y-GENJ;;JtAL: When the 
rpw.stion was simply whether a man should sit or 
not, it w'"' of comptLmtively small moment; it 
rnight not affect hi8 character, or hiB position in 
the eyes of his fellow-men; but when it came 
to finding him guilty of bribery and corruption, 
stamping him with such a brand that he was not 
worthy to take part in the councils of his country 
for a veriod of years, no seven men in the House 
would give such a decision aR that aga.inst an 
innocent man. \Vhere was the horror about pro­
posing that '1 committee of the House should 
d.etcnnine quf'-.;tion" of fact, when there was no 
horror expressed at the idea of a jury of men 
chrmen at mnrlorn deciding whether a man accused 
of son1e criuw should live or die, or Ue in1prboned 
for a period of yeat·s? He thought the argument 
of the hon. n1mnber for H.mmwood v.-as erronenuB 
when he said tlmt because on questions of law 
the judgeo had sometimes to reverse the finding 
of juries in cases where perhaps they had been 
wrongly directed, or to reverse the jtu1gn1ent,-, 
entered on such findings, therefore the deci­
sions of j uclges were not to be relied upon. 
r:rhe hon. Ineinber was quite wrong- in sup­
posing that in the cases he referred to the judges 
sa,t ttK a tribunal to settle qne:-;tiuus of fact, nr 
to reverse the findings nf juries on the sauw 
fact.~. Judges did not sit to review the findings 
of juries on certain facts, though reference had 
sometimes to be made to the judge's note,s taken 
::tt the trial to a~sist thern in cmning to a con­
clusion. If the jury were tu say that the evidence 
showed that a certain man had sustained certain 
tlanmge, and there were not a word in the 
evidence to support a finding of tlmt kind, it 
would be a gross Initlcarriag·e of jw;tice for the 
judges to allow the jury to say that such damage 
had been sustained. The feeling with all men 
who were charged with an offence wa,, to allow 
themselves to be dealt with by a jury, and in 
matters exclusively of fact he thought the Elec­
tions and Qualifications Committee was the tri­
bunal especially fitted for deciding- them. The 
hon. member for Townsville had ridiculed the 
idea of the system ]Jroposed in the amendments 

proving costly. It would be very costly to the 
country in the first place to transport the 
judges and all the machinery of the courts-the 
ass•lciates tmd officers of the court-from the 
metropolis to some distant part of the country ; 
then the cost of proceedings - witnesses 
taken from one part of the country to 
another and maintained during the whole 
of the trial - would be very gre<tt indeed. 
It was '' very bad thin!! to make justice so 
costly that men preferred to submit to injustice 
rather than attempt to obtain redress; and if a 
man were told at the very outset th<tt he must 
find security to the amount of £500, and then 
run the risk of having to pay all the costs if he 
failed to prove his case, it would deter a great 
many men from attempting to obtain their rights 
in these matters. As a matter of fact courts of 
bw did not require security to be given for 
costs befme actions were tried. Even if a 
111an bringing an action were a pauper, and there 
were every reason to think that he would fail, 
yet so anxious were the courts that every man 
should lmve the opportunity of getting justice, 
that the pauper would not be required to find 
security for the costs before commencing the 
action. However, the proposition of the hon. 
member for Bowen was, that before lL man 
could couunence an action to recover a seat 
to which he believed himself to be entitled 
~even though he were a poor man who 
had probably had as much as he could do 
to pay the expenses of his election - he 
must find security for £500. That was quite 
apart from what the Premier had pointed out­
that the judges would be bound by the strictest 
rule" of evidence, which of itself woultl opemte 
to prevent substantial justice being done ; not 
bec,wse the judges would do any injustice, 
but because much of the evidence which the 
committee would take would not be strictly 
admissible in a court of law. He would 
say again that the sense of fairness possessed 
by every man in the House would c'n1se the com­
mittee, when they knew that their finding carried 
such serious consequences, to act as rnen and 
not as contemvtible creatures. If the allegations 
that had been falsely made against the members 
of the Elections and Qualifications Committee 
could be substantiated, the Assembly against 
which such an accusation could be fairly levelled 
would be a company of degraded individuals 
without character or principle, whom no respect­
able man outsi.Je would associate with. He 
was sure that was not the character they would 
in their scriOlm moments attribute to any member 
of the House. He hoped they had more respect 
for each other, even though they might be biassed 
politically in regard to many matters, than to 
bmml a man in the way he had indicated or 
subject him to the consequences to which he 
would be subject if the committee were to make 
a tlnding ad verHe to him. Holding as he did 
that the fears expressed by some were imaginary 
and without foundation, and that the statements 
of those opposed to the ]}ill were not W<trrante<l 
by experience, he thought they could not do 
better than pass the Bill, or at all events reject 
the amendments of the hon. member for Bow en. 

Mr. l\10RBHEAD said that at last-oh! 
at last-they had heard the .\ttorney-General. 
He could hardly believe the hon. member was 
sincere in saying that that was one of his 
serious moments. If it were so, then, unless 
tile hon. member was a jocular man, which 
he had not the reputation of being, he (Mr. 
Morehead) was sorry for him. If the speech he 
rna.de just now was a serious one, it was one of 
the most tebsun! that ever was mrtde in that Com­
mittee hy any gentleman. His law was wrong; 
even he (:\Ir.' Morehead), a neophyte in the law, 
could tell him that his law was wrong. He saw 
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the Premier was watching him-therefore he 
should be very careful. The hon. gentleman 
told them at the commencement of bis speech­
of which he (Mr. l'v1orehead) made some notes, 
which he hoped would be interesting to him 
and also to the public-that an appeal had been 
made to centuries back, to the 14th or 15th or 
16th century-that the hon. member for Bowen 
had to go so many years back. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg the 
hon. gentleman's pardon. I condemned the 
speech of the hon. member for Rosewood, in 
instituting a comparison between the cnses 
referred to by the hon. member for Bowe!l last 
night and the cases of the Supreme Court judges 
of the present day. 

Mr. MORJ~HEAD said that was exactly 
what the hon. gentleman did say. The hon. 
gentleman himself said that in those dt~ys 
the church and the law were combined, and 
they seemed to be combined in the pre,ent d<ty. 
The hon. gentleman must remember that Clum­
cellors of England were very often churchmen. 
He thought the hon. gentleman would admit that 
the comparison th<tt he had drawn was, at any ratB, 
one which might fit himself ; he would not say it 
did not. If there W«s anything in the compari­
son, the hon. gel'ltleman must admit that it could 
only come back upon himself. Helmd also told the 
Committee that it was better that the cases of dis­
puted elections should be relegated to a committee 
appointed by the House than relegated to a judge. 
That was the real point they were discuo.oing. 
He held that the hon. Attorney-General was 
wrong again there, when he talked about an 
appeal to a jury of their fellow-countrymen, 
and about that privilege being the one palla­
dium and so forth-he did not usP th<tt word ; 
but he would if he had thought of it. 'l'hey 
had to remember that when a case was rele­
gated to a jury of the House, there was no 
power of challenge, but when a case was 
tried before a court there w«s that power. 
'\Vhen a case was relegated to a judge it 
was relegated to one who W«S cle[Lrly out 
of the arena of politics, and he was sure that 
every justice would be done. He was equally 
certain that if the matter were relegated to a 
committee of the House a possible injustice 
might be done, because, as had been pointed 
out over and over again, the connnittee wm; 
the committee of the majority, and no 
matter how much those men might wish 
to do justice, they were biased. He harl heen 
a member of an :Elections a.nd Qualifications 
Committee- Chairman- for a year or more, 
and he knew perfectly well that, nlthough he 
had no difficult cases to deal with, if he 
analysed his feeling «t that time it wonld be 
one of leaning towards his party, and that 
was the feeling held by hon. members in that 
Committee. If hon. gentlemen wonld 1·ote n; 
they ought, they woulrl get out of " very 
disagreeable position by inqlO~ing it npon a. 
tribunal that certainly would lJe cle>tr of ttll bia,; 
and leaning. He wondered why the Govern­
ment did not willingly adopt the amendments 
moved by the hon. member for Bow en. Certainly, 
he agreed that the £500 was too much security 
to ask; but that might be easily altered. 
He held that not only were they perpetu«ting, 
if they pa,sed that Bill, a thing that wao a blot 
upon their legislation, but they were doing even 
more. The opinion of the Committee w>ts very 
much divided as to the propriety or impropriety 
of their present mode of dealing with election 
petitions. It was p~rfectly competent for the 
Governn1ent to take up a position and say, 
"'\Ve will allow thing,; to renmin ao they 
are in this Bill, but if the House choooe 
tu make a fresh devm-ture, and relegate the 

duty of deciding disputed ele·:tions to the 
judges of the Suprerne Court \Ve are willing 
to yield or to accept the decision o_f the .House." 
It was not reallv a party que,twn : 1t was a 
question for the I-i'ouse to decide, irrespective of 
politics altogether. But the Government had 
gone a good deal further. If they had only let 
matters stay as they were it would have been 
had enough; but they had gone fm·ther, and had 
given the Elections aml qualifications Committee 
a punitive power that did not exist in any 
House in the colonies, or in any English-speaking 
community, and the Premier knew it as well as 
he did. 

The PREMIER : I know otherwise. 
!\Ir. J\IOREHEAD said they had put in a 

punishing clause that did not exist in any other 
Act in the colonies. \Vhilc they on that side of 
the globe were bo<tsting about their Libemlism 
<tnd the power they gave to electors and to 
e\·ery individual in the. colr~ny, what .had 
happened on the other s1de, m whttt rmght 
be called in some respect,; the Conserva­
tive portion of the A.nglo-f;:1xon race-Gr?at 
Britain? ]~ven in that great representative 
body-the House of Commons-which was the 
"rea test representative body probably in the 
~vorld-they found that even there, with GM 
members, the power of adjudicating in case.s of 
disputed elections had to be taken away, and 
rele"ated to the courts of law. The Government 
her;, on the other hand, declined to give that 
power to the judges. They not only said that 
the Legislative As,embly should have the power 
of deciding whether a man was properly or 
improperly elected ; but the:y went further, and 
said, "\V e not only she~ll deCide as to whether a 
umn is properly elected or not ; but we sh<tll 
decide also as to what punishment ~;hall follow 
upon a man who happens to fall under the 
displeasure of the prejudiced tribunal." 'l'he 
phrase was old, but he would repeat it-" Show 
rne " it was said, "the Elections Comtnittee, 
and I will tell you the verdict." 

The PltE~IIER : I have he,ml that of jmie8, 
blO, 

::\Ir. J\IOREHEAD said the hon. gentlermm's 
knowledr:,·e uf jurie~ wa~ greater than his, and he 
had not the least doubt that, with the ac!v,mtage 
of the ch<tllenge, the hon. gentleman lmd been 
<tlJle to secure a jnry in nmny of his cases 
to secure his success. He h<td no doubt 
it was nwre on account of his jury than 
of any exertions on his own part that he had got 
m<tuy a client through. It wa,s the knowledge.of 
1nen pm·mer:::)ed Ly a, clever couni:>ellor, suc_h as 
the hon. p;entleman was, thlLt en<tbled hnn to 
secure such a jury as -,vonld ensure the act1uittal 
of his client or get'' venlict in his favour. i:lu it 
was now with a cle1erly devised Committee of 
Elections and {.lmtlilications, the re:mlt was jmt 
~ts as~·n1red as the cleYer picking out nf the jury 
by the Premier secnrell the verdict for him as 
counsel for the defendant. He could not see for the 
life of him why the (;overmnent conlcl objeut 
to the amend1r1ents. They had connnended 
themselves to the English Parlimnent, who had 
given up the Eleetio;1s and <.)nalilications Com­
mittee :;eventeen vears ago. It had been aban­
<loned in other ]f~'nglish-8lJeaking connnunities, 
and why should they object to its abandonment? 
Surely, if they wanted justice, why could they 
not go to the Supreme Court ? l\' o member of 
the Committee, he thought, would object to 
the constitution of the present Supreme Court, 
or would doubt, that had they to deal with 
a matter of that kind they would give even­
handed justice. He was aware there wa,; a 
single memlJer of the Government who thought 
the judges had " down upon him ; but that 
only showed the evil comcience of that hon. 



Eleetions Bill. [16 SEPTEMBER.] Elections Bill. 725 

gentleman. He was perfectly certain there 
was not one judge upon the Supreme Court 
bench of the colony- and they could con­
gratulate themselves upon its being so-~ who, 
when he put on the ermine, did not put off politics. 
He maintained it was a very much superior 
and more just wa,y of dealing with a disputed 
cleetion to refer it to a judge of the Supreme 
Court, than to refer it to a biaserl and politically 
appointed committee. Hardly a year passerl in 
which they did not have to complain of the 
decisions of the l<}lections and Qualifications 
Committee ; and he was certain that every 
member of the Committee would wish to be 
relieved of the resprmsil1ility and inconvenience 
of sitting upon that cmn1nittee. :Now~ \vhen 
they ht~d an <lpportnnity of putting the 
power into the hands of a tribunal that would be 
perfectly unbiassed, he wondered that any hon. 
member should oppose it. He hoped the Pl'emier 
wonld see his way to acuept the amendments. 
He did not for the life of him see what the hon. 
gentleman was fighting for. He could not see 
what benefit was to he derived by the House or 
the country by the Premier refusing to accept 
the amendments. He conlrl not see why it 
should prevent the passing of the Dill which 
had many good points in it. "What they 
wanted was to let the people of the colony sec 
that when an election was disp11ted it would be 
settled by a tribunal from which they could have 
no doubt as to their getting" substantial justice. 
Those were the only re"tsons which actuated the 
hon. n1err1ber for Bowen in bringing in the 
amendments, and they were ce,rtainly the only 
reasons which actuated himself and the members 
sitting on his Hide of the Cornrnittee in wi~hing 
am! desiring that they should become law. If 
they did not have cases of disputed election" 
dealt with in the way indicated their beil:tg 
dealt with by the Committee of Elections and 
Qualifications would always be an open wound­
a running sore-and the people of the colony 
could have no faith in the purity of elections 
being maintained. 

The PREMIER saicl he had given last week 
the reasons which had led the Government to 
consider that it was neither practicable nor 
expedient, at the pre,;ent time, to devolve the trial 
of election petitions upon the judges of the 
Supreme Court. He had g·iven the reasons 
which had led the Gove~rnment to come 
to that conclusion, and he should only be 
repeating did he give then1 again now. There 
were two things referred to by the hon. member 
who had last spoken to which he would refer. 
The hon. member said it was quite right and 
within the province of any member of the Com­
mittee to propose amendments in a Bill of that 
sort, which was in no sense a party rneasure. 
That was true, bnt if the amendment involved 
an entirely new subject or an entirely new 
branch of a sul1.iect, of itself requiring very 
careful consideration and very careful elabora­
tion too, before it could be adopted, the 
Government had a right to say that they 
were not prepared to accept a scheme at the 
present time entirely crude and unsuitable, and 
which, even if the majority of the Committee 
thought it desirable, they had not the necessary 
time during the pre,;ent sesdion to put into effect. 
That was a perfectly proper position for the 
Government to take up, and one which, indeed, 
they were bound to take up. The other matter 
he wished to refer to was this : The hon. gentle­
man appeared to be under a delusion with respect 
to the powers of the present Elections and Quali­
fications Committee. He seemed to think that 
they could not impose penalties for corrupt 
practices ; but they had such power, and the 
hon. gentleman appearecl to be under a mis­
apprehension in that respect. At the present 

time, if the Elections and Qualifications Com­
mittee found a man guilty of bribery-one kind 
being holding a meeting in a public-house-they 
had the power to disqualify him from sitting 
in the Aesembly during the whole of the time 
that might intervene between the time the 
report was made and the next general election. 
He might further state that the commission of the 
offence by an agent was equivalent to an offence 
by the candidate himself. That was the existing 
law, and the change proposed in the Bill now 
before the Committee simply extended the 
period. It was entirely a matter of detail, but 
the principle was in no way altered. 

The Hox. J. M. MACIWSSAN said that the 
hon. gentleman had just told them that the 
present Act contained clauses which gave the 
Elections and Qmtlifications Committee p0wer 
to deprive a man, guilty of bribery by holding a 
meeting in a public-house, of being elected during 
th><t p,tr!iament. It was a most extraordinary 
thing that he h><d himself been a member of a 
Committee of ]"lections and Qualifications who 
had tried that very point. The very point they 
had to try was whether the meeting was held in a 
public-house or not with the knowledge of the 
candirlate, if not of his agent, and it was proved 
as plainly as Mr. J<'raser sat in that chair that 
the meeting w<ts held in the public-house and 
that the cctndidate knew it. \Vel!, that gentle­
man took his seat in that House. Instead of 
being subjected to the penalty of not being 
allowed to sit during the whole of that Parlia­
ment he actually took his seat in that House. 

The PREMIER: What view did you take of 
it? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was 
not going to tell the hon. gentleman what view 
he took of it. 

The PREMIER : I do not think it was a 
meeting in a public-house within the meaning of 
the Act. 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN said he was 
perfectly certain that it was a meeting in a public­
house. The gentleman's committee was there, 
he w'ts there himself, and his agent was there, 
and there was some brandy and ale there, too, 
and yet the Elections and Qualifications Com­
mittee permitted that man to take his seat in 
the House, and that showed how much depen­
dence could be t•laced upon them in a matter of 
that kind. But the committee had no such 
J1<1Wer ns was proposed in the Bill. Under the 
13ill, if a candidate was found guilty of a corrupt 
pmctice he was rendered incapable of ever 
being elected or sitting for that electorate 
during the whole period of his natural life. 
During the whole period of his natural life he 
could never be elected for that electorate again ; 
that was in the Bill before the Committee. In 
addition to that, he was also held to be subject 
to the same incapacities as if at the date of the 
report he had been convicted of an illegal 
practice. Now, what was an illegal practice? 
It was a misdemeanour, and the candidate 
guilty of that was liable to be imprisoned, with 
or without hard labour, for a term not 
exceeding one year. He would also be held 
subject to the same incapacities as if he 
had been convicted of a corrupt practice. Then, 
again, if by his agent he was guilty of an illegal 
practice, he was liable to similar consequences, 
and the Committee would bear in mind that 
there was no way of determining what was an 
agent by thfl Dill. The Premier had professed 
to tn,ke that measure from the English Statute, 
but he had not done so ; he had taken what 
suited himself, left out what did not suit him, 
and altered what he did take to suit himself. 

The PREMIER; To S'Uit the colony. 
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The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: He did not 
believe it was to suit the colony. Under the 
English Act a candidate nominated his own 
agents, and he was held responsible for their 
actions, and for their actions only ; but under 
the Bill before the Committee any 1mtn might 
claim to be the ageat of a c,<tmlidate, and by so 
doing could involve the candidate in the pains 
and penalties imposed by the Bill. 

The PRKMIER : No. 
The HoN. J. M. MA CROSS AN: Yes; there 

\VtMi nothing said about what constituted an agent. 
The PREMIER : That is all provided for. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: An agent 

might do a csrrupt or illegal thing and then the 
candidate was held liable. 

The PRRMIER: It is expressly provided to 
the contrary in the Bill. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : An agent is not provided 
for. 

The PREMIER : Yes; in section lOG. 
The Ho:sr .• T. M. MAClWSSAN: Section lOG 

did not define or determine what was an agent. 
It simply gave the Committee of Elections and 
Qualifications the power to exonerate a candi­
date, in certain cases, fr•nn responsibility for the 
corrupt and illegal actions by his agents, if they 
chose to do so ; bnt if they did not choose to 
do so the candidate was liable. He (Hon. Mr. 
Macrossan) contended that when the hem. 
gentleman wished to make an alteration in the 
Elections Act, such as was proposed in that 
measure, and took the English Act-of 1883, 
he believed-as the groundwork of the Bill he 
was framing-, he should also have taken the 
tribunal which that statute was intended to be 
operated by and included it in that Bill, in the 
way the hon. member for Bowen de;;ired to do by 
his amendment. The hon. gentlenmn stated the 
previous night that it was a difficult matter to 
deal with those amendments-that they required 
very careful consideration, and therefore they 
should not adopt them at all. That was what he 
meant-in fact, what he said. That the amend­
ments required consideration and elabora­
tion, he (Hon. Mr. Macrossan) admitted ; 
but, as the hon. member for Mulgmve had 
told them, the Premier could do it all in 
one night. They knew the hon. gentleman's 
capacity for drafting clauses and amendments 
in Bills, and they knew that he could do all thC~t 
was required-all that was necessary-in connec­
tion with the matter in one night if he chose. If 
the hon. gentleman would only say that he would 
accept the principle that would be f[Uite enough, 
but he did not even go as far as that. He would 
not admit that he even thought of the principle 
at all; therefore the excuse that the amendments 
required elaboration was simply an excuse. He 
believed himself that if the hon. gentleman clicl 
not think fit to establish a better tribunal than 
the one which existed now, the best thing he 
could do would be to withdraw the Bill. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said he did not rise for 
the purpose of prolonging the discussion on 
those amendments, as he did not believe in them. 
He simply wanted to state a fact to the Com­
mittee which took place while he was a member 
of an Elections and Qualifications Committee. 
The hon. member for Balonne was chairman of 
that committee, and the report they sent in 
to the House unseated the present Minister for 
'Vorks by a majority of 5 to 2. He mentioned 
that fact to show that 5 to 2 could not be 
a biased report, as one must have gone from one 
side of the House to the other to make that 
majority. If it had been a biased report, the 
voting would have been 4 to 3 and not 5 to 
2. He thought that showed that the Elections 

and Qualifications Committee was, after all, 
perhitps the best tribunal that the Committee 
could find to decide as to the merits of disputed 
elections. He had never been in favour of 
substituting- the Supreme Court, as he believed 
that was about the worst tribunal they could 
choose. It was not any better th1m the one they 
had. Perhaps, instead nf appointing four mem­
bers from one side of the House and three from 
the other on the Elections and Qualifications 
Committee, it might be better to appoint three 
from each sicle anrl elect an independent chair­
man, or it might be arranged that the members of 
the committee should be elected by ballot. 

Mr. ARCHER: They wonlcl certainly all be 
of one opinion in that case. 

Mr. MACFAflLAKE : He did not think 
they could improve npon the present arrange­
ment, and to his mind the illustration he had 
given was <juite sufficient to show that the 
J<:lections and Qualifications Committee was not 
al \'ftay,s bia,sed. 

Mr. BROOKES said that a good deal of speak­
ing that evening hacll>een apart from the question. 
The question was, whether they shoulrl change 
their present system and have dispnteel elec­
tions clecirlecl by them,elves or by the Supreme 
Court. That was the proposal before the Com­
mittee. Now, he might ,,ay that when the 
hon. member for Bowen was speaking bst 
night he carried him (Mr. Brookes) with him 
to a considerable extent, and he wonlcl do 
the hem. member the credit of saying that he 
put his ca,se _ver:v 'vell. rrhis was not a party 
f[nestion. He did not regard it as a party ques­
tion. It applied to both sides, so that they 
really ought to be able to discuss it impar­
tially. He would admit that when the hon. 
member for Bowen went so very far back 
he began to think his case was not very 
good. His (l\Ir. Brookes's) reading of his­
tory, itS far as regarded the liberties of the 
people, was not in favour of entrusting them to 
any judge. 'rhere had been no greater tam­
perers with the liberties of the people than the 
judges; he thought that was it verdict which 
must be given by any one who read history. He 
would go so far as to say that there was no 
present improvement which was enjoyed in con­
nection with the liberties of the people which had 
not been bitterly opposed by the judges ; and he 
might remind the hon. member for Bowen 
of that greatest of obstructionists, Lord Eldon. 
At all events, the iatpression on his (Mr. 
Brookes's) mind was, that having got the present 
syc,tem, they should be, at all events, very 
cautious how they changed it in favour of 
handing over any privileges they had to any 
Supreme Court whatever ; and he said this­
and the last speaker, the senior member for 
Ipswich, bore him out in what he wa,, 
going to say-that he was not aware that 
any charge had ever been made against the 
Elections and Qualification; Committee. He 
knew that the Committee had turned him out 
once or twice so that he had had a little personal 
experience, but really, although he might feel 
sore for a clay or two, ho could never call into 
question the ec1uitv of the decisions. But if they 
turned the questio!r over to the Supreme Court 
what did they get? Something had been said 
about law. Now, he lmcl :1 great esteem for law. 
Someone had P:1icl that bw was the embodiment 
and essence of common sense. He believed it 
was, but still he did not think it was the e;;sence 
of common oense as represented by the Supreme 
Court, and he would tell hon. members why. 
It might seem a hazardous statement, but this 
was why he said so. The Supreme Court was 
guided by law and it might well be that the case of 
a disputed: election, on being referred to a jnclge, 
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rnight be decided on law fi,H against con1u1on 
sense and e<juity. Now, he knew th:tt that 
would draw ~mne rmnark~) frmn the n1mnber for 
13owen or other legal geutlmnen in the J:Iom~e, 
hut he coulrl not help sayin;;· that although 
he had suffered from the action of the 
l~lections Committee, yet there was a cE,r­
tain security in that committee, and it 
was right that cases of disputed elections 
should not be bound up by any hard-and-bst 
rules such as prevailed in the Suyreme Court. 
It had been well pohrted out hy the JUtnrney­
General that the duties of the l'lections and 
(/ualifications Committee were simply to deter­
mine facts, and he (:Ylr. l3rookes) wa• not pre­
jJared to give up his bith in the honesty and 
gentlcmanliness of the Elections and q,ut!ifica­
tions Committee as composed of members of tlmt 
HonHe. It woulcl he rLn exceedingly drLllg,crons 
thing if they were to change their llrescnt mode 
of dealing with thm;e nmtters and hand it over 
to a jndge. There was £"'tnother ~renJt dnnger to 
which he wnulcl advert, ns certainly comprise<] 
in the amendments proposed by thel)on. member 
for Bowen. The rnnendrnent~ wonlcl shut out 
the poor man from the Houoe. A candidate 
\vho hn,d straineL1 his rnsonrce:-; and got in rnigbt 
be lletitioned again:-;t frivolnn~1:v by a rich lnfLn, 
alHl wlmt wonl<l be the position of thC<t candidate! 
He wonlcl rather reti1 e than nm into debt or em­
ba!'l·ass himself by testing the question in a court 
of ht\V. The bnJa.nce of r!Jl'g'l.Unent _\YfLS in frLvou1·, 
he thoug·ht, of the rich man. ::'{ow, he must 
confess that he wlts afr,tid of rich men, as a n1le. 
He thought that they were not remarkable for 
their love of equity and justice. If they coullt 
get what they wanted throug·h the brute power of 
their money they tried to do so, aml the object 
of the legislation of Parliament should be tu 
offer every inducement to all classes of the 
con1ll1.nnity, ttp:ut fnnn their opinimw, to becmne 
mcml1ero of l\crli<tment. There was still another 
matter. It very often happened that '"person who 
was really elected by the connnon sense of the 
electors wadiable to ha ye his seat challrngcd on 
technical gTolU1Cl'J. Now, this was an ~"trgun1ent 
that applied all round, and prevented the 
question from being one of a party character. The 
preoent Elections and Qmclitications Committee 
diclnot <•,tro about technicalitic,, They looked 
into all the surrounding circnn1stances, ancl be 
con,;idered snch a committee wa>< perfectly justi­
fied in 'lociding that a member should re bin his 
smtt if it appeared to them, looking at the sm·­
rmuu.ling circnnlstanco~, that he l'eprec:;enteLl in a 
oourul political sen,;e the c·mstitnonts whom he 
professecl to represent. Dut that man might be 
tnrned out in the Supreme Court because of 
smne fi11\V. There n1ight Le smne little infor­
mality·~~ancl retdly, although he r;clled it a little 
informality, it might be one of such a natme 
that a judge would nnt be able to overlook it. He 
could not blind hi.s eyes to it, and yet it might 
not be an informality of such a nature as to 
warrant the losing of the seat by the member. 
Those were all matter.~ which they, as business 
men, could understand ; and he thought hon. 
members did not wi,h that tlw Elections Com­
mittee should vroceed by any such cast-iron 
rules tts must be followed in the Supreme 
Court. Conse11uently he had no difliculty in 
giving his vote againr:;t the aruendn1ent. He 
saw no nece>sity for the change. He was not 
a.w:_tro that fl,ny cha.rge had been 1nade againRt 
the Elections and Qualifications Committee, 
though it had been said that such a charge had 
been made ; and they should he very slow to 
change what had worked very well for the last 
twenty-five years. He maint>1ined that all the 
deci,ions of :Election Committees for the last 
twenty-fh·e yea.rs were borne ont hy comnwn 
sense, and <lid not show that party animus it 

had been said they did show. Because he 
believed the change was uncalled for and would 
be dangerous, and Heeing that it irnplied pd .. ssing 
a Yahmble portion of their privileges into the 
hand,; of persons in whom they might or might 
not have full confidence, he thought they had 
better let things remain as they were. 

Mr. HA:'\IILTO~ said the hon. member for 
Korth llrisbane gave as a reason for the reten­
tion of the present system that it ]m,] worked well 
for the bst twenty-five yettrs ; but the records 
of the House Hhowcd that such was not the 
cttse, because when the present party were last 
in lJOwer a 1nen1ber brought for,vard a resolution 
proposing· to abqlish the Elections Committee, 
which was carried by a majority of three. The 
Attorney-General gave as an argun1ent in snpport 
of allowing committees t<J decide disputed elec­
tions tlmt it wtts perfectly right to do so when 
they took a random jury from the street to 
try a nmn for his life; but he (Mr. Hamilton) 
would far sooner be trie<l for his vital existence 
by a random jnry from the street than for 
his political existence by an Elections and 
Qnalifim>tions Committee. In being tried by 
that committee he would not have the right 
acconlecl to ~t critninal, who wa:i allowed to 
challenge any of the jury supposed to be in­
tere.,te<L The l'remier stated in support of the 
fairness of the decisions of the Elections Com­
mittee that during the ]Jresent Parliament the 
fair·nc.,s of only one had been challenged ; bnt 
seeing that only three petitions had been tried 
that me,mt that one-third of the decisions given 
\vere unfa .. ir. That, however, waR not correct, 
bec,>nse many members believed that two-thirds 
of the deci8ion~ were unfair ; and, n1oreover, nwre 
cases would h,we come before the committee had 
the pemons interested believed they woul<l have 
receivc<l nnbia~,ed decisions. Son1e years a.go a 
nlelnher ln~t his seat because he B.:tt on a conl­
mission and accepted pay ; but it was con­
sid ere cl uoeless to bring the c;cse of the hon. 
n1eruher for Bnlirnha, which \Vas a similar one, 
before the Elections Committee on account of the 
cmnpo;-;ition of that connuittee. The Prmnier 
>LRscrted that the attack on the Elections Com­
lnittee \YHB an attack on hon. Inen1bers, and was 
equi Yalent to saying that they themselves were 
colTnpt; but no such imputations had been 
mnde. He did not believe they decided any 
caoe corruptly. He, himself, might have been 
erlucclly lliaHed if placed in the same position ; 
lmt it was impossible, biased as they all were, to 
decide fRirlv. Taking the committeP as they sat 
now .. if :1 petition w11s broug,ht agn.inst tho Premier, 
and the Opposition were in a majority, he was 
certain that the hon. gentleman would not ha vc 
a ghost of a show ; and, on the other hand, if a 
petition were brought against the seat of the 
le:cder of the Opposition whilst the present 
Gm~ernment were in yower, he would be 
unseated. Each member of the committee 
would think he was acting according to his con­
science, and the opponents of each member 
would imagine that the accustttion was clearly 
proved. Did they not see the same thing every 
clay in divioions? I"ach member conscientiously 
beiieved that what members on his own side said 

correct, while h<m. members on the other 
believed it was not. l<'requently, his first im­

puloe had been to believe tlutt members on the other 
Ride could not be 8peaking :1ccording to their con­
sciences ; then he remembered that if he wished 
hi~ cmtvictions to be respected, he must respect 
the convictions of others. One argument used by 
the Premier in favour of the retention of the pre­
sent syfitem was that the one proposed to be su bsti­
tutecl would cost more-in other words, that 
injustice ww, better th"'n justice if they had to 
pa,y 11101'8 for it. rrhat 1night be :1 rogue's 
maxin~, but it w>ts not the maxim of an honest 
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man. Nor was it true that it would cost more. 
The same procedure was followed before the 
committee as would be followed before the 
judges, and one had to pay more for counsel 
before the committee on account of the frequent 
udjournments for which one had to pay. :Fre­
quently there was no sitting for want of 
a quorum; frequently there was an intermis­
sion of several days between the sittings, 
which seldom lastetl more than two or three 
hours; whereas a judge would sit day after day, 
and the case would be concluded much more 
quickly. The only difference w:cs that at pre­
se_nt the qommittee had the discretion of paying 
Witnesses expenses from the coffers of the State ; 
but a judge could easily be invested with that dis­
cretion also, for one whose life had been spent in 
analysing evidence conld surely be in vested with 
the power now held by tlw committee. And if 
he were in vested with that power, how could the 
cost of a trial before a judge exceed that before a 
committee? He thought he had shown that it 
would actually be less imtead of more. Then 
the Premier stated last night that frequently the 
Elections Committee were very lenient,' and that 
he did not remember a case in which they had 
awarded the unsuccessful party to pav costs, bnt 
that no judge would ever have aw::trded costs to 
the other party. 

The PREMIER : Do not misquote me. 
Mr. HAMILTON: But no judge would ever 

have let him off. 
The PREMIER: Don't leave out any more 

"nots." · 
Mr. HAMILTON : I am reading exactly 

your words. 
The PREMIER: No; those words are not in 

Hansard. 
Mr. HAMILTON said he would quote the 

words from :Fiansm·d, and the hon. gentleman 
would find that his memory was a blank, as had 
often been proved before. Here were the exact 
words as they appeared in Hansa1·d :-

" For instance, they were extremely lenient-he did 
not remember a case in which thev had awarded the 
unsnccessful party to pay costs; b'ut no judge would 
ever have let off the unsuccessful party in that way." 

The PRK!\HlDR: Hear, hear! 'rhat is the 
very opposite to what you said. 

Mr. HAMILTON said they were the very words 
he used. He had proved, in spite of the denial of 
the Premier, that what he had stated wus correct. 
It was not the first time by dozens that hon. 
members on that side had prove<! that statements 
made by the hon. gentleman were utterly incor­
rect. It was not the first time he had been 
challenged with in:wcuracy, and he had always 
refused to take up the challenge. The hon. 
member for ~Iackay challenged him in that way 
on one occaswn, and the hon. gentleman refused 
to take it up. The quotation he had just made 
was actually an argument a;;ainst the committee 
having the discretionary power of awarding costs 
to witnesses, because he considered that the costs 
should be pair! by the losing party. Under the 
p~esent system the winning party was saEldled 
with the costs. He would take his own case as 
a case in point. His election was petitioned 
against on the ground that in two places more 
votes were recorded in his favour than there 
were persons residing in the di.strict, and that if 
those votes were taken away from his majority 
the petitioner would be seuted. The result of 
the inquiry showed that if not only those were 
taken off, but that if every case of personation 
had been in his favour, and had also been taken 
off him and given to the opposing candid>tte he 
would still. be in a majority; and conseque;Itly 
the committee unanimously decided that it 
was not necessary for him to call any 
evidence in defence. But even although he 

won the case he had to pay his own costs. 
l'\o judge would have allowed that to be done. 
It was also stated by the Premier, that if the 
last Cook election had been tried by oral evidence 
it would have cost from £2,000 to £3,000. That 
was another statement with not one scintilla 
of truth in it. Mr. Cooper and himself were the 
two members petitioned against. ]\Jr. Cooper <lid 
not defend the case and he (J\lr. H amiltnn) did 
not bring one single witJ,ess. _\ll he had with 
him were two or three affidavits which he did 
not produce, because they were simply for the 
purpose of proving that bribery and corruption 
had been carried on on the other side. One 
affidavit, for instance, showed that at Port 
Douglas the committee booth of his opponents did 
not contain one single paper; it merely contained 
barrels of ale and bottles of whisky, to which 
every man was treated who went to vote for them. 
He showed those affidavits to some experienced 
members of Parliament, and they told him not 
to present them. They said, " You are perfectly 
safe; even if the statements of your opponents 
are true, you cannot be ousted ; the committee 
will be satisfied to let Carnpbell in ; hut if you 
produce those affidavits, the whole election will 
tJrobably be burst up nn account of irregularities, 
and you will have to g-o np for re-election." 
That advice might be wrong, but he thought it 
wa:, worth taking, and he did not produce them. 
The reasons given against the appointment of a 
Supreme Court judge were the strongest argu­
ment that could be urged a;;ainst the retention 
of the present tribunal. If it would be a great 
calamity to have the cases tried before a judge 
because he might be a political judge, how 
much greater a calamity wtts it to have 
them tried before the Elections and Quali­
fications Committee, who were not only poli­
tical judges, but political judges having a 
strong personal interest in the result of the 
election! The Pre1nier gave a suppositious case; 
he sairl an instance might occur where it would 
be to the interest of "" political judge to decide 
in favour of a purticular side. He would give a 
case which was much more likely to occur. Say 
that after a general election the two sides were 
equally balanced, and there were four election 
petitions to be decided. The result of the 
inquiry, if all went the same way, would be to 
give a majority of eight to one particular side. 
\Vould not that be a strong temptation to the 
majority of the committee to decide so that the 
particular side to which they belonged should be 
put into power? In.stead of considering theo­
retical objections, let them face facts. The hst 
appointed judge was Mr. ,T ustice Mein, who 
was a strong snpporter of the present Govern­
ment; but he (Mr. Hamilton) and every other 
member of the Hous.e had sufficient trust 
in his honour and ability to be perfectly 
satisfied to allow him to try any election case in 
which they were interested. The same rem:1.rk 
would api>ly to the Chief Justice and to Mr. 
Justice Harding. The reasons why the .Elections 
and Qualifications Committee should be aholished 
were stronger than ever, now that its power'l were 
proposed to be so enormously increased. Persons 
whose cases came before them were not to be 
allowe<l the right to appeal. A political tribunal 
under the Bill had the power to hunt amy man 
from political life if they chose. He should 
therefore resist the passing of those clauses. 
He hoped it would not be made a political 
question, and that hon. m ern hers on both sides 
would support the amendment moved by the hon. 
member for Bowen. 

JYir. ARCHER said the debate must now, 
of course, to some extent repeat itself, and he 
should probably have something to say tktt 
might alreudy have been listened to by the Com­
mittee. But the question was one of such vital 
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importance that he did .not wish to give :'silent 
vote upon it. Not durmg the whole sesswn had 
they disctmsed any matter that more affected 
the honour and dignity of the House. He 
believed thn,t if the amendments were rejected 
a state of things would continue that reflected 
discredit on the whole colony; while, on thecon­
tmry if they were accepted in snch a modified 
form' that they could be incorporated into the 
Bill thev would in future have no <[nestion as to 
the Justice of any decision on an election petitio!1, 
but would have perfect wnfidence, not only !n 
the law of it, but in its equity. It had been scud 
that it would give the rich man an advantage 
over the poor man, but he would like to know in 
what matter of law the rich man had not an 
advn.ntage over the poor n1n.n? He knew that ~f 
a rich man owed him a debt and exvressed hm 
intention of defending it to the uttermost, he 
woulrl let the man stick to the money rather 
than prosecute him. They coulr~ .not hope .to 
reconstruct human nature on a dtfierent basts : 
they could only hope that by degrees they would 
l1ecmne slightly better, and that a time wo'!ld 
come when justice would be served out nhke 
to all men. He believed thttt in criminal cases 
justice was CC[nally meted out, bnt in civil case' 
the power of the ptm;e alwn,ys had. and woulrl 
have for a long time to con1e, an enormous effect. 
The hon. the Premier had objected to the 1cmend­
rnent'1 as not being the legitirnate conRequences 
of the Bill laid before the House. He (:\1r. 
Archer) thotwht they were. 'The Bill was intro­
ducer] to mak~ better' provision for preventing cor­
rupt practices at elections, and of course the best 
provision was to show per:rle who used corr~1pt 
practices that they were hnblo to heavy Jmmsh­
ment and that they would be tried before a court 
whicl; would not be influenced by political feel­
ings, bnt would decide on the evidence. That .was 
the way to put a stop to corrnpt practiCes. 
During the time the Elections ancl Qualifications 
Committee held power in England, did it do 
anything to remove the scandal of corrupt elec­
tions? A few seats were changed, but, as had 
been pointed out by an hon. member, a gr~at 
anthority in the House of Commons satd, 
" Show me the committee and I will show you 
the member." Since the juclges had to deal 
with the matter, not only agents had been pun­
i.shed but also the principals; and in some 
cases the princivals had been sent to gaol. 
Not only that, but whole towns that formerly 
were represented in Parliament had been dis­
qualifierl. 'Those measure,; were likely to r;top 
impure elections at home, an efiect that the 
:Elections and Qualifications Committee would 
never have brought about. If the hon. the 
l'remier was really serious in his desire to stop 
corruption at elections, and se~ that the proper 
candidates were returned to the House, he 
would take ad vantage of the experience of 
I~ngland in the matter. The judges had rlone 
more dnrin" the few years they had had power to 
decide matters, by punishing not only the authors 
but the recipients of favours, than had been 
done by all the Elections and Qualifications 
Committees that ever sat in ]~ngland. The 
amendments fully came within the scope of the 
Bill. 'l'he Premier, so far as he knew, had 
done nothing in the Bill to prevent corrupt 
practices. He had certainly incre:tsecl the power 
of the committee ; but if any hon. gentleman 
would take the trouble to look up all the records 
of petitions since the very commencement of the 
Parliament he would find that, with one excep­
tion, the member that was the friend of the 
majority was invariably retnrned. That was a 
most extraordinary coincidence. 

The PlU~MIER : It would be if the facts 
were so. 

Mr. ARCHER : The facts arc so, 

The PREMIER : No ; they are not. 
Mr. ARCHER: \V ell, probably that point 

would be enlarged upon by-and-by. If they 
passed those amendments they .won!~ confer an 
immense henefit on the comnnttee 1tsclf. He 
could not irnagine a n1ore disagl'eeable duty th[l,n 
those aentleman h;,d to perform. See how a 
jndge ~Tonld look on it. ...:\. n1an \VaH recen~Jy 
b1·ong'ht before ,Judge Panl on a chn,rge of h::tvlng 
rohbed the Union Club of a £10 chcrpte. .r udge 
l'aul refused to try him bec:mse he was a memLer 
of the club. \Vhat cmnpari"on did the interest 
that .T udge l'aul hacl iu the rp.1estion whether the 
fellow had stolen £10 from h1s clnb bear to the 
interest a member of the House had in the ques­
tion whether his party shou!d be strengthenecl 
or weakened by a 1nen1ber be1ng returned !or ono 
:-dele or the other? There \Vas no corrtparumn n,t 
all. Then the man was brought J:efore the 
Chief Justice who would not try hnn because 
he, ton, wa~ a member of the Union Club. 
He would not try the man because of the 
infinitecimal interest he hnd in that £10 
cheque. That showed how strong was the 
sense of honour of the judges in those matters. 
It would be very nice indeed if all members of 
that committee 'had such a keen sense of honour 
ao to refuse to act in cases in which they W<TC 

interesterl-far more interested than the jmlr:·· in 
the paltry matter he had referrecl to. If the J~ill 
bemtme law as it was, with all the penalties 
attached to it, he should never present a petition 
even though he was defeated by a man whom he 
could prove to be corrU]Jt in ever:y ":'ay, unJe,s 
he was on the side of the ma]onty, whe!1 
he would get justice, and ·when, even 1f 
he were the malefactor, he would get more 
than justice. After the experience they had had 
in previous yearR, what chrtnce would. a I?oo~ 
wretch have if he came out for the nnnonty. 
Any man of sense would scout the idea of going 
to the trouble and expense of senrling in a 
petition, when he knG:v that he . had not the 
"lightest chance of gettmg a seat m the House 
unless his own side were in the majority. Of 
course if his party were in the majority he 
would only have to deposit his £100, and he w~uld 
walk in wit], flying colonrs. The ~act of the ]<.l.ec­
tions and Qualifications Comm1ttee not bemg 
bound by any hard-and-fast rul.es was, perhaps, the 
worst part of the whole tlnng. If they were 
bound hv hard-and-fast rules they would not have 
the "c1i'eek" to giv.e \vrong decisions. Hnt so 
long as they had lat1tude they would say That 
was our opinion; we are not bound by any hanl­
and-fast rnles." No rules could be too hard and 
fa,;t in a matter of justice ; it was a matter r;f 
evidence, and to say the J~lections .and Quah­
fications Committee were a better tnbu:'al than 
that of a judge in matters of that kind, be­
cause they were not hound by hard-and­
fast rules, was simply to say t~at they were 
better, simply because they could g1ve a Jndgment 
in the way their opinions went, and not, perhaps, 
as the evidence would otherwise induce them to 
go. The fact was the rules ought to be as hard 
and fast as possible so that there could be no 
loophole for anyon~ to do anyth!ng but !"ete 
out justice according to the eVIdence g1ven, 
and not take in to consideration whether they 
thotJO'ht it was the opinion of the electorate to 
retm:'n either man, and give ~he benefit of 
that opinion and put a man m although he 
was not d~ly elected. That was the very 
fault of the committee. They did not want 
things to be done in that loos: way ; th~y 
wished everything to be done Jnst}y and m 
order, and did not want the maJOrity of the 
committee to call in a sentimental reason ~or 
returning a man who was not e~ected. Seeing 
the results that had been arriVed at by the 
Elections and Qualification Committees, all the 
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world over, hitherto, and seeing the arlmirable 
effect thttt had ensned in Eng'lttnd by taking the 
power from them, he should do everything in 
his power to htwe the principle introduced into 
the Bill. He should do all he could when they 
came to those penal clauses to take awcty from 
tlmt committee its power of punishing a man, 
a,.; it would depend, not upon his guilt or 
innocence, but upon his Ppinions, whether he 
was returned or not. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not wish to detain 
the. Cmn1uittee very lt1ng, as it \vm; getting rather 
late. It could not he said that he had occupied 
the time of the .Committee during the debate ; Lut 
he thought that, as the action that he and the 
hon. member for Rockhampton-:!'llr. Ferguson­
who was absent, took in connection with the last 
petition brought before the Elections and Qnali­
fic<ttions Committee at the commeneement of the 
present Parliament had, to a very great extent, 
led to the very strong feeling that had been shown 
by members of the Committee as to the necessity 
of having the constitution of that tribunal 
altered, he must be considered competent to 
express what he thought on the matter. Hon. 
rnernber8 very well knew the extraordinary 
decisions that were arrived at bv that committee. 
\Vben he Raid extraordinary decisionR, he rneant 
that not only the members of that Committee con­
sirlered them extraordinary, lmt that the people 
of the colony generally thought them of a most 
extraordinary natnre. And if ever it was neces­
sary to show the very strong bias with \\-hich 
they acted, they could not have a better example 
than was afforded by that committe•J. He went 
on that connnittee feeling anxiouR to do ju . .:;tice 
to both parties, but he found thttt the committee 
-cmnposed as it was of four members of the 
Government side of the Ho11><e, aml three on the 
Opposition~were bound to bring in a11y(lecisinn 
th>1t suited them, according· to the politics held 
by the ccmdidates w IHbe caoos they were trying. 
Of course, hon. gentlemen did not think that 
party bias acted in such ct"es ; but what 
had they seen in the House ? TheY had 
seen over and over again cases \V here 1ne'inbers, 
on the Government side especially, had actually 
denounced the proposals made by the Govern­
ment, and yet, notwithsto,nding that they had 
stated that they were opposed to the principle 
involved, they had quietly turned round and 
said, "But we intend to vote with the Govern· 
ment." \Vhat was that except strong political 
bias? And if they hac! seen that done by 
members in the House merely to keep their 
party togeiJ1er, or keep them in power, how 
much more likely were they to do so in cases 
which came before the J:lectiono and Qualifi­
cations Committee, where it might perhaps 
happen that the balance of power wtts very close, 
and where that committee, by deciding in favour 
of their party, might perhaps give that party a 
very much longer term of office than it would other­
wise possibly have had? The junior member for 
North Brisbane (.Mr. Bronkes) stated that those 
committees decided the questions brought before 
them on the real merits of the case, entirely apart 
from all legal tec!micttlities. He granted that they 
did sometimes; hut then, again, if it suited them, 
they took the vcery strictest legal technicalities 
into con~-:5idera.tion, and in no case ''nts that rnore 
clearly exem]Jlified than in two of the elections 
petitiom which came before the last committee. 
I~e referred to the Burnett and Aubigny peti­
twns. In one case the committee seated the 
Government supporter-who vvas most certainly 
not entitled to the seat in the opinion of tl1e 
constituency-by going strictly U)Jon the legal 
technicalities of the Act. In the other case 
--the case of the Aubigny petition-they actecl 
upon the lega.! technicalities of the Act to unse>1t 
the sitting member, In fact, those two decisions 

were given upon such opposite principles that 
the hon. member for Rockh11.mpton and himself 
decided not to he made tools of nor fools of by the 
cor111nittee any longer, and the conHeqnenc8 waR 
they resigned. 'l'hey considered that the decisions 
come to by the committee in those cases were so 
nnjust that they decided the House must get 
someone to take their pbcco upon the cmn­
mittee. He should refer tcl the decision arrived 
at also in the case of the third petition-the 
Cook petition. He was at a loss to know 
npon what ground;; the new committee 
appointed arrived at the decision they dirl in 
that case. 'rhey unseated the Opposition 
candidate and put in a J\Iinistel'ial supporter. 
If they looked through all the annals 0f decisions 
come to by the variom Elections <tnd Qualific.t­
tions Committees since they had had responsible 
government, he did not think they wonld find 
1nore glaring c._tseH of their injustice than the 
deci.sions arrived at in the thx·ee cases he had 
mentioned. The Premier had stated that 
it was inexpedient to introduce that now 
principle at the present time. If that were 
tlw case it would be fttr better that they 
should arlhere to the Act they lutd at present 
than to pass an Act which wonlcl give the 
Elections and {2ualitications Committee far more 
power than they !me! befme. The Bill gave 
that committee the power of inlHctin~· penal­
ties which, he mainta,ined, they shonld never 
poS'ess. If the Bill in its present shape 
becmne law they would have the power to 
disq1mlify a man for seven ye<trs, besid~' inflict­
ing upon hin1 rno;.;t serious penalties. They 
might make him responsible for the acts of any 
man who mig·ht choose to call himself his agent. 
If the old Act had not rcrtuired any amendment, 
what waH the nece:3sity of bringing in n. now 
one? He f'ttid the new Bill, in its present shape, 
shonld not be placed on the Statute-book of the 
colony. He did not know whether the Premier 
intended to try and force the Bill through the 
Honse, but he could tell him it would take a 
very lung time to pass it. 

The PREJ'.IIEit: I thought we would be 
threatened with that. 

1Ir. llLACK said he did not know what the 
hon. gentleman meant. Although he had got a 
majority at his back they on the Opposition side 
of the Corn1nittee were {1nite as anxious to see good 
laws passed as the hon. gentleman himself, and it 
was their duty, although they were a minority, 
to see that a bad law introduced by the Premier, 
should not be placed upon the Statute-book. 
He wonhl like to know what they were there 
for? No clnubt the hon. gentleman would like 
to see them walk out and let him pass the Bill 
clause by clause by himself. But they wonld not 
be doing their duty if they allowed him to do that. 
It could be no object of his to sit there night 
after night-with the result probably of the last 
two sessions-sitting on nearly up to Christ­
mas. It was no advttntage to Northern 
members to pursne such a course. It was 
their duty, when it was found necessary to 
amend the law relating to elections, to see that 
the arncnchnent waR going to bean iluproven1ent, 
aml they were justified in saying that an Act 
should not pass the~t House which would be the 
n1eans of doing an injustice to rnen who rr1ight 
in futuro be inclined to enter that House. He 
would point to one cbuse in the Bill to ,how the 
peculiar po\\ ers which were to be given to the Com­
mittee of Elections and Qualifications-a clause, 
from whathelmew of the bias which actuated those 
committees, which would inevitably lead to the 
member whose case they favoured being returned. 
It was clause lOG, subsection (c). It said that if 
the Elections Committeee should be of opinion 
that the offences mentioned in the report were 
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of a trivial, unimportant, or limited character, 
then they should decide that the election of the 
candidate should not, by reason of the offences 
mentioned in the report, be void, nor should 
the candidate be subject to any incapacity under 
the Act. If that clau'e w,ore passed it would give 
that committee power to s0at any man they liked. 
He did not wish to detain the Committee longer. 
He supposed they would come to a division upon 
the clause before them. \Vhen they got through 
tlmt cl>Luse, clauses 87 to 114 would bring them 
back to the original Dill. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said he had 
been trying for the last hour and a-half to have 
an opportunity of addressing the Committee, 
and he had failecl. He had two or three 
points to remark with reference to some of 
the speeches that had been made. The hon. 
member for Ipswich used an argument which 
ought to be followed up. He said that in one 
crtse where he was a member of the committee, 
the voting for unsea,ting n 1nernber had been five 
to two, and he reasoned tlmt if the committee 
had voted in the usual way-by party-as h>tcl 
been said -the voting would have been fonr 
to three. It was a strange 'ug1nTien~ to 
use, but at the same time it had led him to 
exa1nine the conclu::;ious the different conl­
mittees had come to. The h<m. junior member 
for North Drisbttne used much the sttme argu­
ment. He said thttt during the last twenty-five 
years the decisions of the Elections Committee 
had given stttisfaction, and were an epitome of 
common sense. He (Sir. T. Mcllwraith) could 
not go back twenty-five years ago, but he 
could go lmck fifteen years ago, and he asserted 
thb: 'rhat there had not been one - there 
was one case before the period of ten years ago 
-but from 1870 there had not been one single 
decision given by the connnittee that waR not 
given to unse>et the member oppm;ed to the 
governing 1najority. 

The PREiVHEH: Yes; there was. The 
Attorney-Geneml was the petitioner in one case 
and the decision was against him. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\IoiLWRAITH: He 
would commence with one <"ase and then go back 
to the case referred to lw the Premier. The 
hon. gentleman interrupted his friend Mr. 
Archer when he was n1aking the same assertioll, 
and said there was not only that one case 
but others. He (Sir T. Mcllwraith) said there 
was none, and to prove it he would take the 
cases one by one as they had occurred dnring· 
his experience of fifteen years in the HmlRe. 
Hon. member' would see, when they were 
tttken that way, what extr;wrdinary decisions 
the committee had come to. The first one he 
would take was in 1871, when Jl.fr. Hemmant 
petitioneu against the return of JI.Ir. Pring. 
Mr. Pring had accepted £1,000 from the Pahner 
Government to visit certttin goldfields and 
report thereon, and Mr. Hemmant petitioned 
against his election on the ground that, at 
the time of his return, he held and enjoyed 
a contract or ttgreement on account of the 
Public Service of Queensland, and this was the 
verdict of the committee :-

n That, in the opinion of the commit.tce, the oflice of 
Royal Commissioner to inquire into the managcmeut of 
the goldticld:-; and to tnkc CYiclence Vt'ith a view to futuro 
lcgi13lation, was not, according to the practice and pre­
cedents of the Hou::;c of Commons, snch an offcnee a" 
would disqualify the holder from sitting in the House of 
Assembly, aud that therefore the Hon. I~atcliffc P1·ing was 
duly elected. 

"That the petition was not friYolons. or vcxiLtious. 
"That the Committee make no a\vardas to co>;ts." 

There in the face of what was to most people at 
that time a clear case of a man having violated 
the law, the dominant party seated the person 

who was petitioned against. That was case 
No. 1. The next case was the-

" Petition of certain electors of the electoral district 
of \Varwiel( against the election and return of Ulml'les 
Clark on the ;;Tound tluLt the roll used \Vas not a, lc~al 
roll, and thaL the election wa~ thel'cfore illegal and void." 
In that case agttin, the committee decided in 
favour of the 'party then in power, who had 
tt majority on the l<:lections and (lualificn.tions 
Committee. He hoped h<m. members wonlclnot 
run away \vith the idea that he was irnpugning 
any particular conclusion come to by tlw 
l"lections and Qualifications Committee. \Vhat 
he was proving was the fact that the dominant 
party for the time being had unseated their 
opponent "When petitioned against, or seated the 
member favourable to them in every case. He 
did not impugn the justice of any particular 
verdict ; all he wished to show was the remark­
able fact that the dominant party always 
se>tted their own man or nnseated their 
opponent, as the case might be. That was 
cn,se No. 2. He then came to 187~, when the 
present member for South Brisbane, J\!Ir. Henry 
Jordan, then of Tygum, petitioned against the 
election ancl return of Philip Henry Nind fm the 
electoral district of Logan. J\ilr .• Jordan was a 
Great Liberal at the time. Mr. Nind was then, 
as ahntys, a half-and-half sort of perscm, awl was 
O]'[JOSed to the Government of the day. Mr. 
Nind was thrown out, his election being· declared 
void. Another case occurred in the satne se:..-zsion 
in which JI.Ir. J >tcob Low petitioned against the 
return of ::Yir. Adam \V alker for the Balonne. 
JI.Ir. Low was at that time a friend of the 
party in power; Jl.1r. \V alker was a very lnke­
wa.rin supporter, a n1an \\'ho as soon aH lus 
purpose was served would go over to the other 
side, nncl he wa,.; put out by the dominant party. 
Then he came to 1S75 to the-

" Petition of ~\dnm Black, of Xo.vea, prnying that he 
may l)O dcdarcll to h:wc been cleetcd for the oloetoral 
disirict of ],ogan, the reinrning oflicer haYing f:tilcLl to 
enllorse anY return nvon the "iYrit." 
Parliame,",t, however, was so extraordinarily 
active at that time that it could not wttit until 
Mr. Black had gone through the ordeal of a trial 
by the J~lections and Qualificatiom Committee, 
b;1t took the extraordinary course of unseating 
him without any writ having been returned at 
all. Then came the next case in 1877, a-

" Petition frmn Edward :\Iaitla.nd J,oug against the 
eleetion anrl rctnrn of Henry Hogor:::. llcm·, and prn}ing 
that it might be declared inntlid upon the ground or 
hribory an-d corruption." 
There ag·ain the verdict was thttt the allegations 
of the petitioner were not proved, and the cmn­
mittee made no awrLrd '" to the costs. In that 
case ~tgain the dominant pttrty, in the face of 
the most direct eddence thttt he had ever seen 
produced before a committee, on a technical 
point settted their own member. 'rhat case was a 
remarkable illustration of the operation of a 
clause which he Premier praised the previous 
day as one of the finest it;stitu.tions conn~cted 
with the Elections and ~tuahficatwns Comnnttee, 
and which contained in itself a power that it was 
safe to grant to the Elections and Qualifications 
Committee, but which it was not safe to grant to 
one judge. The clause was as follows:-

"The t'-aid committee ~hall ha Ye power to iuqnirc 
into :md determine npon all eleetion petitions allll 
upon all questions "ivhicll may bJ referred to them by 
the A~sembly respecting- the validity of any ckeiion 
or retnrn of any member to "t~rvc in the Assmuhly, 
\Vhether the <lisvnte relating to such election or return 
arise ant of an error in the return of the rehu~1ing 
omccr or out of the all~<~ntion of bribery or eorrnption 
aO"tLinst anY pcr::.:.on concerned in an~r election, Ol' out. of 
a~y ot-her auogntion cnlcnlated to afl'cet the validity of 
SlH··~t dection or return, nnd also upon all questions 
eonccn1ing the tltmlitication or di.o;:rput.lHicaUon of a.ny 
person who shall have lmcn returned as a member of 
the Assembly." 
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In other words, the committee took sound 
justice and common sense as their guides, and 
avoided, as much as they could, technicalities. 
The point to be tried in the case he wns now 
discussing was whether Mr. Boor had held hi" 
1neetings in a public-house. 1\.ccording to the 
l~lections Act-

" All and c:wh of the follo·wing :wts shall be deemed 
and taken to he af'ts of bribery and corrnption on 1bc 
yart of am' candiclate, ·wJwthet' f'OHlHJitterl hv ~uelt 
candidate Or hy any agent authorised to act for him." 
1\nd a.nwng those acts was-

" 'rho lwldin~ of any meeting by any r·andidatc, hi.-'1 
a.gent, or eommittee, in anv hon~e. inn, or hotel 
licensed for the snle of fermented or spirituous li(tnor~." 
It was proved incontestnbly thnt there was not 
the slightest <!nm;tion that J\Ir. Beor's committee 
h::tcl met nbout n dozen times in an hotel. It 
was a<lmittecl, in bet, by l\Ir. Beor him,elf that 
he hac] been there often, but the lawyers dcci<led 
that it was not a viohttion of the statute 
if he held the committee meetings in a 
public-house unless the candidate himself had 
called th:ct c'>mmittee meeting and the 
committee-men were electors. Possibly the 
section mig-ht bear that construction, but 
he '\Vaf.l snre that no nutn of cmn1non seuse, 
reading whnt he hnd read, could put any other 
construction upon it thnn that the committee, 
having a Ineeting in a public~ house at which the 
orclinnry business of the election was transaetecl, 
had viohtted the law nnd tlmt it was an act of 
bribery. But not only did the committee come to 
the conclusion that there was1 no bribery, but n 
very strong party-man-a very strong teetotaller, 
who hated public·houses-Mr. Peter McLean 
-notwithstanding the power given him by the 
IJegislative Assembly Act to leave aside all legal 
quibbles and act on the dictates of common sense 
as a guide for his judgment, went entirely from 
his temperance principles, and, sticking to his 
party, actually voted- although Mr. Beor ad­
mitted being present at the committee meetings­
that it was not a violation of the Act. That case 
brought him down to 1874. Then, in the session 
of 1879, Mr. \Villiam Grcthmn petitioned against 
the return of Messrs. Kates nnd Miles. the then 
members for the Darling Downs, and in that 
case again the dominant party unseated the two 
members. 

Mr. l\fiLES : And very rightly so, I think. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL ·wRAITH said he 
did not question the rightness of the verdict at nil. 
He was proving a certnin fact-that the :EJections 
and Qualifications Committee had alwnys given 
a decision in favour of the dominant party. 
'rhey either unseated their opponent or put 
in their own man in every case. 'rh en in 18il3-4 
there was the petition of Hicharcl Wingfield 
Stunrt against the return of the Hon. Berkeley 
Ba~il l\J oreton. In that case the decision wns 
thnt the sitting member was duly elected, and 
that again was n case in which the dominnnt 
party went for their own man. The next peti­
tion was from the electors of Anbigny against 
the return of Patrid: Perkins, and in thnt c>tse 
the committee unseated their opponent. The 
next petition was from Thomas Cnmpbell aml 
Chnrles Lumley Hill against the return of 
Frederick Augustus Cooper and .Tohn Hamil­
ton, and the verdict wns thnt Frerlerick 
Augustus Cooper was not duly elected and that 
Thomas Campbell was elected. In that case the 
opponent of the Government was nnsented and 
their supporter seated. Now he would come to 
the exception, and it was the first cnse that 
occurred while he was a member of the House. 
In 11l70 John Bramston petitioned against the 
retnrn of l\'lr, Handy on the ground that he was 
at the time of his election an ecclesiastic 
:tecorcling to the Church of Rome; and he might 

say that never was a petition presented on. s1~ch 
n1ean and frivolonR grounds. Everyone rns1de 
the House and out of it considered that that was 
a case in which no Elections and Qualifimttions 
Committee, or any other committee, could pos· 
sihly come to any but one conclusion, according 
to the rights of justice and common sense. The 
thing fell through before ever it went to the corn· 
mittce. The idea of questioning a man's right to 
sit becnuse at some time or other he hnd been 
a 'priest, while at the same time th~r.:; were 
persons sitting in the House who had numste~·ecl 
in churche~ throughout the colony, was ta-xing 
the common sense of tl1e Elections Committee 
a little too much. He had now estnb!ished the 
fact that throughout the whole of the :xpe· 
rience he had had in the House the dmnmant 
pnrty hnLl always seated their own member 
or unsented their opponent. That had been the 
rewlt invnriahly, with the exception of Mr. 
Bramston's petition, ancl when they found such 
a cnrions coincidence, aR the hon. rne1nber for 
Blackall called it, they could come to no otl:er 
conclusion than that there was somethmg 
radicallv wroniT with the .Elections and Qunlifica· 
tions doininittee. The hon. gentleman kne\V 
that well. He (Sir T. 1Icilwraith) did not bring 
a charge against ~ny particular I?arty of 
any particulnr verdict of any comnuttee, but 
he pointed to the remnrkable f~ct thnt t~e 
dominant party alwr~ys went stra~ght for their 
own man. Now, when the Premier told them 
that the present system had always give!1 
satisfaction, did he really believe thr~t It 
had cYiven satisfaction? How could they tell 
whether it had or not except by notici~g­
the ebul!itions of wrath thnt hnd been Wit­
nessed from time to time against the committee. 
In 1872 when the Elections Bill was introduced 
by :Mr. 'Rmnsny, it was obstructed by the Oppo­
sition of the time-it was obstructed by Mr. 
Hemmant, who opposed the passnge of the J_3i}l ; 
andan1ong the reasons given wa.s that no provi~IOn 
hnd been made for doing away wit.h the Cnm· 
mittee for Elections and Qualifications and sub­
stituting the tribunnl of a judg·e. That was 
a remarkable fact-that the party in power 
at the present time obstructed the passage of 
the Bill of 1872 for that reason. Now 
members actually agreed that the system should 
be abolished, and that view was taken up by a 
number of the members belonging to the 
dominnnt party of the time. A gront number of 
them consistently supported the system of appe<tl 
to the judge, but they resented the nction of the 
Opposition at thnt time, and insisted that 
the principle should not be inserted in that 
particular Bill. That was something like the 
action taken by the Premier now. The !;on. 
gentleman said thnt this subject had no right 
to be foisted into the present Bill. There was 
smne sort of justificntion for the nction of the 
Governn1ent in 1872, because they, in bring~ng 
in the new J~]ections Bill did not propose to give 
additional power to the Committee of Elections 
and Qualificntions, and therefore they might 
well sny, "This is a big subject-let well alone 
for the present-we will not give the committee 
any additional powers." But now the case 
Wi1S verv different. The Government bronght 
in an 'Elections Bill, which proposed as 
one of its fundamental principles largely to 
increase the powers of the Committee of 
Elections and Qualificntions, and therefore 
thev could not well say that this was not the 
proper time for questio.ning the ndvisability of 
continuing thnt tribmml any longer. N nw, thnt 
was one period in which the advisability 
of continuing the system was 'luestioned. 
He wns showing now, in opposition to the 
Premier, that Parliament had not rested satisfied 
with the Elections Committee ; that they had 
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resented it from time to time and endeavoured 
to g-et a better system. In 1875 a distinguished 
rnemuer of the House brought the umtter- to an 
issue, after the result of the sectting of J\Ir. 
Beor for Bowen. He tested the feelings of 
the House very well, and the result was that 
a pretty large majority of the House agreed 
th>Lt the Elections and Qualifice~tions Com­
mittee should be aholbhed, and that they 
should revert to the system of appeal to the 
judge in the case of >t dic;pnted election. That 
was earried by a large 1uajority in the 1-Iou~e, 
and it was carried by ~tme~jority which consi,-;tecl 
to some extent of Hlembers of the other side nf 
the House. 'fhe Premier, he would eay, voted 
ag~tin:;t it, hut at the smne time he spoke just a• 
coolly in fe~vour of the system of Election" and 
(~nctlitimttions as he did n•nv. He (Sir T. 
J'dcllwr:cith) believed that at the present time 
the hon. gentlem11n had spoken very coolly, 
and 11d visedly coolly, because he hi1W the 
time was not f11r di:;t~tnt when the cmn­
mittee, aR at present constituted, rnust go. 
He read that :;peech to-d~ty to see how the hon. 
gentlernan had changed his opinions ; and the 
hon. gentleman must h11ve been reading it lately 
him:;elf, because there w11s scarcely 11n idect in 
the one thc.t was not cont11ined in the other, 
though there was 11 little difference in the 
phraseology. He said then th11t the time would 
come when it would be advis~tble to make 11 
change, but it was not ~tdvis~tble 11t the prbent 
time. Did he believe that the Premier believe<] 
in the Elections 11nd qu~tlific~ttions Committee? 
He had his word for it that he believe cl in 
nothing of the sort. 'fhe hnn. gentleman ques­
tioned thg birne,;s on principle of such a cmn­
mittee when in opposition, and why :;hould nut 
he have a right to question its impartiality when 
sitting in opposition? \Vhen the case of Miles 
v. J\Icilwraith c11me on the ustml wny in such 
cases w11s to refer them to 11n Elections 11nd 
Qualific11tions Committee; hut they remembered 
the lofty scorn with whicl, the hon. member 
aske<l how they were to expect justice from such 
11 committee, saying that the thing- w11s absurd. 
He went to the l11w court-it W><S not 't matter 
of expenie then, for he knew where the money 
would come from. He could quite understand the 
hon. gentlen1an qne:-:5tioning the iutpa,rtiality n£ 
the Elections Committee. 'fhe Premier had no 
logical position in replying to hirn by :-;aying that 
waH a lm,d cmnrnittee because it 1.ra:J a,ppoiuted 
by a majority of whom he Wl\S the hencl. Tt 
showed that 11 lmtjority could appoint a ],,ul corn­
ntittee, and the hon. n1e1nber 1night w~e that 
11rgument if he liked ; bnt he lmd hi:; testimony 
th11t n had committee couid be appointed by a 
m~tjority, 11ml that that lxtd committee was 
unworthy to try a case where justice v.11s 
expected. He did not believe in the words of 
the lwa. member, bnt in his actions. He lmd 
rpwstionml the impartblity of the committee, 
:mcllet his lwn. friend in for }:(i,OOO or £7,000. 

The J\HNISTJ;;R lcOR WORKS: Not so 
1nuch a:-; that. 

The Hox. Sm T. MoTLWTIAITH sai,l he 
"honhllikc to know how much it w11s. 

The J\IIXTSTER :FOR WORKS: You are 
not likely to know. 

The HoN. Sw T. ::\IoiLWRAI'rH said he 
would know some day, bec11use the l!Dn. member 
could not keep a secret like tlmt lockcLl in his 
bosom for 11ll the gold in Californi11. The 
Premier said his answer to the amendment 
was, shortly, th11t it was neither practic~tble nor 
expedient; but the whole of the arguments were 
atldressed t<> prove that possibly jud:;es might Le 
a p11rtial tribmml ; aud then he went further 
with an a .. rgtunent, on which he u1ight be an 
authority, to show th11t it would be expensive. 

"With regard to the expediency the l'remier 11lllt 
he held- different ·opinions. The l'remier con­
sidered it expedient to get the Bill through with­
out any ctltemtiun, hut he (Sir T. l'vlcllwraith), 
oud those who acted with him, considerecl it ex­
pedient to pa•d it if it would be an improvement 
on the law of the land ; if not, they considered 
it neither right nor expedient. There was nut 
the slightm;t question as to the 11meudment being 
pmcticttble, bec<wse, if the hnn. gentl~rnan 
advi,.;ed some of his followers to vote for the 
~tmenclrnent, he would :;ee th11t they would be 
able, even without his v11luable assistance, to lick 
the Bill into shape, and substitute one tribnn11l 
for the other. There was nothing more calculated 
to bring on obstruction- though he denied 
th11t they had reached that point yet-than the 
course taken by the Premier, 'vho, \vhcn thB 
lnmubers on his own side sat silent, and one or 
two speeches were made by member:; of the 
Opposition, mumbled etcross the Chamber, 
"This is obtitruction ~, 1\othing \'>'ttS rnore likaly 
th11n petulance on the part of the l'remier to 
have that effect on mem hers on his own side, 
let alone members on the Opposition side. They 
lmd been reasoning the subject tlwroughly, 
~tnd the deb11te had been thoroughly to the 
point as f:tr as it had gone. There h~td not been 
the slightest idea of obstruction on his side of 
the House, but he had intinmted cle;_trly that if 
the Govermn,nt were determined to keep silent 
;md doggedly stick to the present syc;tem, while 
giving an incre~tse of power to the ElectionH and 
Qualific11tions Committee, putting in 11ll those 
bribery cl~tnses, then the Opposition would take 
the be.st me11ns thev could to prevent the Bill 
becoming law. "Very likely the l'remier 
would h~t,·e to compl11in of obstructwn yet, 
but he hoped better counsels would prevail 11ml 
the hon. gentleme~n would :me tlmt they were 
trying to help him through with the good parts 
of hie; Bill, but th11t they could not 11llow 
their jndgn1ent to be overl.1orne by getting a 
little good together with 11 great deal of harm. 
Now was the titne tn reforn1 the electionH tri~ 
lmn:tl, 11nd by electing not to te~ke the present 
tin1e they would d;tlll<:1ge their ca,u::;e conHiller~ 
~tbly. Once pass an Elections Bill and it would 
be hopele-,:; to expect 'mother Elections Bill until 
anothet GoYenunent canw into power. They 
lmd the opportunity now, m1d he did not see why 
they should not avail themselves of it. He w11s 
~orry, in looking back a,t the hi;:.tory of the qne;;­
tion, that it had been impeded in its )Jrngress 
tn\vard.;;; a, right conclu~ion by p::trty feeling. 
The qucRtion had al way~ been ~\11 a,ggra vnting 
one; it had ahv:cys been brought on in the Hou--e 
when smne injustice hat.l lJcen a::.;:-;urnetl 
by one party a;-; h;tving been cnnnnitteJ 
by the J<:lections and Qn~tlificatinns Committee. 
It was always fresh in the mind,; of hon, 
rnerulJ8l'B, in tlelxtting the llJattcr, that ll<LH:-lion~ 
were arou~ed bv the actions of tlutt conlulittec. 
At the present'" time the other side thought the 
Opposition \'/el'C aetunted to a great extent by 
the action taken hy the present connuittcc in 
:::;eating tJOille antlun~(:':.tting otherd. Pot-;sibly it 
mi;;ht lmve tlmt effect; hnt he claimed for him­
t:ielf and for the t;cntlernen who wore n.:-::....,isting 
him in tryin;o· to nutke that reform that they had 
been consi~teut all through again:3t the cmn 
rnittee and trying to get a judge ~ubstituterl; 
an<l he thought he might with juHtice ask 
the a:::;sitlhtncc of 1nen1herK on the other :::;ide 
who helie.-ed with him that the reform "hould lJC 
effected. He could not belim~e that a p~tl·ty, 
acting as a party, who in 1870 called for tlmt 
reform, would act as one nnited body and say 
thev did not want the reform because their 
le~tder said it was not the proJ>er time to make 
the change. He wa,s acting con:-)iHtently anr l for 
the good of the country, and he had 11 right to 
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claim the assistance of men who, in a similar 
position, called upon the Government to act 
justly aml nmke the reform called for at the 
]Jl'esent time. 

'l'he l'HEMIEit flaid he had no complaint 
to 1uake agitin.-;t the hon. gentleman for thinking 
the judges would be a better tribunal than the 
Committee, or for hb putting forward that 
view, hut he did complain of any hrm. member or 
mellJ bers taking up the position tlmt if they 
could not get the particubr improvement 
in the hw they wctnted they woulu have no 
improvements in the law at all. 'l'hat was an 
illog-ical, unreai:ion::tble, and unfair position to 
a.sstune. 

The Ho!\. Sm T. i\iciLWILUTH: That is 
not our po~ition. 

The l'HEMIER said one hrm. member oppo­
site said that if the amendment were negatived 
forty other new clause.s would be proposeu before 
the Committee got on with the llill. That, 
he thought, was an unreason::tble pooition. 
\Vlmt was proposed to be done with the later 
clauses of the Bill h::trl nothing whatever to do 
with that. It w::ts true that the clauses as pro­
posed wuulrl, if carried in that form, extend 
the power of the Elections Committee, but 
if it w::ts not considered desirable to extend 
that power, do not extend it. \Vhat they had 
to cmmider now was, were they goin;;· to '"bolish 
the committee and take :1 judge insteacl. \Vhile 
the hon. rnen1 ber thought he was proving sorne 
thing else from an argmnent derived from the 
doctrine of chances, he was re::tlly proving what 
he (the Premier) saicllast night. Hon. members 
on the other side were victims of h::tsty geneml­
isation. The hon. gentleman spoke of the 
tlecit;ion:-3 of the cornrnittee being given in favO"Hr 
of the dominant potrty. That argmnent, to be of 
any value, should have shown that decisions 
about which there was ::tny r1nestion had alw::tys 
been in favour of the dominant party. 

The HoN. Sru T. :MciLWJlAlTH: They 
were ::tlways in fm·onr of the dominant party 
without that. 

The l'H,Ei\IIER said the hon. gentleman w::ts 
quite wrung in his f::tcts, as he wonld show. If 
tho:-;e deci::;ions were right, it Llid not prove thnt 
the tribunal was incompetent. Of ::tll the c::tsefi 
to which the hon. gentleumn referred there were 
only fnnr as to the decitdow; on which any doubt 
had ever boell expressed. 

The Hox. Sm T. J'\IciL WILUTH : I did not 
question one of them. 

The Pl~EJ\III<:I:t: Then the :ugnment provccl 
nothiHg if the decioiono were ttll admittedly 
ri"ht 

'"~rh~ Hox. Sm T. 1\IC!IL WRAITH : I do not 
s:ty they were admittedly all right. 

The PlU:MIEli said he would tell hon. 
n1e1nLers fHnuethiug about thm;e <lecisi<m.s gi\'en 
by the Jolections and (lnalifications Committee. 
'l'here were ten ca;;es ttltogether that had come 
withiu his knowledge. The first was '" petition 
from 2\rr. llramston a;;·:oinC>t the return uf !Hr. 
Han<ly. I\Ir. Jlramstoll w::ts the Attorney­
General, and the emun1ittee, c0111po:sed of n 
m:cjority of his own ;;ide of the House, reported 
::tgainst him. 

The HoN. Sw T. MciL \VJLUTH : Th::tt w::ts 
the exception I )Jointed out. 

'l'he PREIIIIEH s::tid it wa.s an exception from 
::tn imaginary rule. The next case was that of 
Mr. Hemnmnt ::tgainst Mr. Pring. Mr. Pring 
was :1 member of the Opposition-a strong sup­
porter of the leader of the 0] ,position-and took 
an active part in proceeding~ wbich were 
cnnl'"lidered to auwunt to obstruction, 'vhile 
I\Ir. l-Iemmant was ::tn entirely independent 
nmn, who wished to get into the House 

inste!td of l\Ir. Pring-. rThe conunittcc, following 
strict constitutional rules, found that lHr.l'rin;:;'s 
~Pat vva~ not vaca,ted. That provotlnothing one 
way or the other, excepting th::Lt it waS\ uot a 
decision in favour of the dominant p::trty. The 
next case was that ::tgainst !Yir. Cl ark, who w::t;; 
a supporter-thoug-h not a particuhtrly warm 
wpporter-of the then Government. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD: Yes; he waR a very 
strong supporter of the Government. 

'l'he PBEIIIIIUt : Tluvt was the time that 
I\Ir. Clark hall a row in the House which !eel to 
!Yir. Pring's retirement. 

Mr. MOIU~HEAD: Th::tt was long after­
w::trds, and you know it. 

The PREMI:Eli sttid hon. members should 
not spe::tk like that. The petition was preseJltecl 
in 1871-2, ::tnd it w::t;; ::tt the conclusion of th::tt 
seHsion th:1t l\fr. Pring re.,igned in. conse(tnence 
of a quarrel with Mr. Chtrk in the House. 

IlL'. MOHJ~HJ~AD : Th::tt had no more to do 
with the petition than you have to do with the 
Bible. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: It w::ts 
in the previous year that !Yir. Pring's case was 
tried, and he was then sitting on the Govern­
ment side. 

The l'liK:\UEli : He w::ts leader of the Oppo­
sition during the session of 1871, or at least 
dnring a p::trt of the time. 

The Ho!\. Sm T. MaiL '\VHAITH : I was 
in the H"use at the time, ::tnd w::ts present when 
he went over. 

The P HEMII~li said the next c::tse was the 
petition of Mr. Jordan ag::tinst Mr. Nind. l\Ir. 
Kind was :1 supporter of the then Government, 
::tnd the uucision of the committee was given 
against him. 

The HoN. Sm T. ::\IciLWHAITH: J\Ir. 
Jordan w::ts ruso a supporter of the then Govern­
ment. 

The PHEMIJ£li said the next case occurred 
in the smne session-!Ylr. Low ::tg::tinst J\11'. 
\Valker. The hrm. member led the House to infer 
that the committee had uniieated l\Ir. \Valkcr. 
They did not. Mr. \V alker ::tdmitted on the fio< •r 
uf the House th::tt he was a Government contrac­
tor, ::tncl his :;e"t was decbred vacant. The only 
question retnaining was \vhether l\Ir. Low was 
entitled to the seat or not, nncl it w::ts tedrnitted 
that he was ·properly Heated. In that case both 
the member whose Sf-~t was clmllen~·ed and the 
petitioner were supporters of the then Gm·ern­
ment. Then he came to the case of Ilfr. Long 
and J\Ir. Bear. The f[ne·,tion to be deci<lcd in 
th::tt case was ::ts to the me::tning of the Gth 
section of the GUth cbuse of the J<:lection,; Act, "' 
to whether a rneeting in a pnblic-how-)e 1neant an 
election nweting or a connnittee meeting ; and 
the committee, in accordance with his judgment, 
rightlv held thnt it mennt a meeting of the 
electoi·s. He thought thcvt was :1 proper conchl­
oion ::tnd so did Mr. Jleor, who was ::tfterwarcls 
Attorney-General in the hon. gentlen1an's Gov­
ernment. The next petition was th"t from l\lr. 
Gmham, a;:;ainst the return of J\[r. Miles ::tnd 
I\Ir. Kates. They were members of the Opposi­
tion, and it was decided against thern, but no 
one disputed the correctness of the decision. 
\Vhere, then, w::ts the series of c::tses where injus­
tice had been done, 11nd party decisions given? 
No such inference conlu be dmwn from the actual 
facts of the cases. Those were the cases within 
his own knowledge, ::tnd they proved absolutely 
nothing against the Committee of Elections and 
Qw<lifications except that on two or three occa­
sions they had not given general satisfaction to 
everybody. Then take the. case last ses:;ion, 
when the two members for Cook were petitioned 
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ngain~t, and only one wrts unRm""Lted. .1.'\nyone 
reading the evidence could not fail to Nee that 
the committee might fttirly have decided that 
neither of the sitting members was duly elected. 
That was his opinion, though the emnrnittee cmue 
to a different conclusion. That was another 
in;-;tnnce where the counnittee clid not unseat a 
member who was oppoe;ed to the then Govern­
ment. There were really no cases from which any 
inference could be dmwn. No attmn]Jts had Lecn 
nmde to answer the arguments which he had 
used the previout) night. r_rhe only argn1nents 
he hnd heard were as to the general superiority 
of judges over the Elections Committee. That 
was not the qnestion. The question was whet her 
the substitution of the one system for the other 
wns at the )'resent time practicable in the first 
place, and if practicable, whether it was expe­
dient; or the points might he put in the oppo,ite 
order if they liked. The ejue,;tion was not what 
system they would adopt if they were frctming a 
constitution for Utopia, but whether here and at 
the present time it wae; desirable to make the 
change. 

1\Ir. JORDAN said he wished to say a few 
wonh with reference to hi::; ovvn case, othenvise 
he thoug-ht an incorrect impression would be left 
by the remarks of the leader of the Opposition. 
In his own case he did not consieler the decisions 
were in his favour, nor that it '"" what the 
cYidence would have warranted. At the election 
there wa:; a majority of one in fn,vour of his oppo­
nent, and the circumstmlCes of the election were 
1·ery peculiar. He diel not know that the caee 
a~ainst his opvoncnt or those who conducted the 
the electinn wets so bad until he saw the evi­
dence given before the committee, but then 
he considered '1n injtmtice was done him, 
because he was not giYen the seat. He did not 
ttsk for the seat, but he w~ts told by members of 
the comJr,ittce that he shoulcl have done w, and 
the eviclence certttinly justified him in expectin~ 
that the seat would be given to hirll. One 
man voted without hi,; Ynter's right, and 
there \Vere ln:tuy ca~;cs of irregnlal'ity l>roved. 
That w:cs whv he s:cid the <lecision was 
against hhn. 

0 

It was ttgu,inst hiru to the 
extent that he had to go to the expense 'mcl 
troulJlc of a new eledion, whereas he should 
h,we had the seat. He ,;, as on the committee 
when the dcciHion "ra .. s given in f~1your of l\Tr. 
l'l'ing. I\Ir. Pring was then the Je,tder of the 
Opposition-leader of the Liberal pa,J-ty. 

'l'he Ho:-.-. Sm 'l'. I\IoiL\VRAITH: Never. 

no speech made compllrable to that nm<le by the 
hon. memLer for North Brisbane, which was 
rno::;t logicn1 a11.d convincing. It had not 
ttlterecl his opinion for a moment ; he had 
never cheri.shed for an in,;tant the idea tlmt 
seven gentlen1en apvointed to exercise such 
important functions couhl he capable of corrup­
tion ; and he dicl not believe there was a single 
ca.se in which they hac! given a decision contrary 
to the evidence. He believed tlmt questions of 
het should be determined by tt jury according to 
to oqnity a.nd good conNeience, and not a.ccording 
to the technicalities ,,f law. On those grounds 
he would prefer the present state of things to 
referring the rnatter ton, judge. 

Mr. JHOREHJ<;AD said he wished to put the 
Premier right on a matter of history. 'l'he hem. 
member sbted thttt the case of JUr. Hennmmt 
again1:lt ?tir. l->1·ing wa:-:: conncctcrl 'vith a <putn~cl 
which took place between I\Ir. Clark t~ml 1\lr. 
l~ring. 

The l'EEI\'IIER : No ; I said they occurred in 
the ;;mne session. 

Mr. MOREH:EAD: Thitt was in 1871. 
The PREMIER : Yes ; both in the session of 

1871. 
Mr. ::\IOREHEAD said he was in the House 

when the qmurel took place. :Mr. Clark was 
sitting· where the hem. member fm Stanloy was 
sitting now. He (I\Ir. Morehead) did not come 
into the House till 1873. 

The PREMIER : You were here before me ; 
I was here in 1872. 

:Yir . .MORl,HEA 1) : Ye.'<; it was in 1872. 'l'he 
petition wae; nmde in 1871, bcfmc he (l\J r. 
1\Iorchee~cl) w<ts a member of the House; aml the 
e1uarrd took place long after, so tlmt the hon. 
gentlemttn was perfectly wrong in his facts. His 
~)Wll rnenHn·y waR pretty good, and Leside:-~ the 
case was so Tenutrkable he was not likely to forget 
it. 1\Ir. l'ring was sitting very much where he 
was now, and J\1r. Clark where the hem. member, 
l\Ir. \Vhitc, wa::; sitting. The hon. gentle1nan 
must admit he was wron~ in his bet,; in that 
ca.se. 

The PRK'IIIKR said he had the record of the 
proceedings before him. It as on the lOth 
of ~Ja.nunry, 18·72, m1d that was the seD:sion of 
1871-2, the s~\nle sr;,;~ion in which the petition 
was presented against the retnrn of ::\Ir. Clark 
~unlet>s the record.~ uf the }[ouse were wrong. 

:Mr. l\IORJ<;HEAD said he wonld point ont 
tlhtt neither the hem. member nor himself were 
1nember.s of the Honc;e when that petition was 
llealt with; and cert:tinly the other epi.sode took 
place lung "fter. Therefore the ill-feeling the 
lwn. ':jentlernan m;sun10d as being the rea~·mn for 
the petition could h'we had nothing· to do with it 

The- l'IU£:VIIER ,;aid he eould not undcr.staml 
the hem. member. The quanel took place uu the 
lOth of ,humtry, 1872. 

Mr. MOlU~l-IE"~D : And the petition was n 
1871. 

'l'he l'RE:AIIEJ.t : The petition a~ainst the 
return llf the member for \Varwick was referred 
to the Election,; and (-{n:1lifications Committee 
in Decemhor, 1871. I said the two thingo 
ocenrrcd in the r-;mnc se~~ion. The di:-:;tnrba.nce 
took vhtce six weeks afterwarcls-in 1872. 

J\Ir. I\IOREHEAD : 'l'herefore the ill-feeling­
ari,;ing from it could not have exi.,ted before the 
petition wa8 prec,ented. 

Mr .• JORD"~:N said that ttt that time he took 
an active part in the debates, and he knew 
all the circumstances. He knew when 1\h. 
Pring carne over fro111 the Cmmervntive Ride. 
Soon after that, 1\Ir. 1\IacC~lister w.lii nutde 
Bpe;tker and l\lr. Pring ''a~ a~:dced to take 
the leadership of the Opposition. It was 
after that that the circmust<wce mose. l\lr. 
Pring held n counui:-;sion in connection with i 
the goldfields, and received JO:l,OOO; '111cl on 
that gTmmd .Mr. ] Iennnant petitioned again,;t 
hie; rotnrn. The committee was satiofied with 
1\Ir-. l'ring's statement of the case, and held that 
his seat was not rendered void. It was a fact 
tlmt I\lr. Pring was a member on the Liberal 
sicle as well as I\Ir. Hemmant. I\Ir. 1-Iemmant 
always felt sore on the subject afterwanls, 
and lmd spoken to him (Mr. Jonbn) about 
it. J\lr. Hemnmnt thought the decision wtts 
very uufair to him, and he alw"Y" afterwanle; 
held a decided opinion that they onght to 
have another tribunal; hence his opposition 
to that tribunal ever afterwards. He (1\Ir. 
,Jonlan) had lic;tened attentively to the de­
h"te ; he had listened to the opening ,;peech of 
the hon. member for Dowen, and followed his 
arguments carefully; "nd to the able ,,peech of 
the leader of the Opposition; but there had been ; 

Mr. CHUBB s,tid the discn"·'ion wa,; digresc;ing. 
, It appee~red to him tlmt the wei~ht of argument 
i during the debate lmd been on his side. 'l\vicc 

in the conrse of the debate, and once before, the 
hon. gentleman at the het~d of the Government 
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had accused hon. members of being victims of 
what he termed a hasty generalisation. He might 
f,c!rly retort on the hon. member, and perhaps 
w1th greater reason, that his objection to judges 
as a tribunitl was the result of a hitsty 
generalisation, based upon the experience he 
had obtained in the Supreme Court. '!.'hey 
knew very well what happened in the case 
that was referred to by the leader of the Opposi­
tion. '!.'he hon. Premier would not accept the 
tribunal that was offered to him here, and 
also, not later than last year, the hon. gentleman 
<lirected the proF;ecution of u newspaper for 
reflections it made upon the Committee of Elec­
tions and Qualificutions. In the latter case the 
jnry decided that the paper was not guilty. There 
again was un appeal to another tribunal and the 
verdict was ag,tinst the views advocated by the 
hon. gentleman. He might, upon those fact,;, as 
birly retort tlu>t the hon. gentlenmn's objections 
to a judge of the Sur,reme Court as a tribunal, 
wus the result of a hasty generalisation. The hon. 
member for South 13ri.,bane toucherl the keynote 
when he said he believed in tri:"l by jury, but 
one of the greatest privileges a criminal had was 
that he might challenge his jurors, on account 
of partirrlit~·. A petitioner, or any person peti· 
tinned against in the House, had no right to 
challenge his juror,, who were selected, either 

. hy his political friends or his political foes. lf 
the committee were chosen by his political foes, he 
w;cs deprived of his right to challenge, and must 
accept the tribunal as it had been uppointecl, 
therefore the benefit of trial by jury was com­
pletely lost to him. K o one on his side had 
accused the committee of corruption. All 
they had said was that their judgments 
were manifestly partial and prejudiced by 
the political views they held. '!.'hey were in­
evitubly biased, and could not possibly giYe a 
decision which would give satisfaction. '!.'he 
hon. gentleman said that whenever there wRs 
party feeling there was warm language about 
the decision of the committee. If what the 
leader of the Opp<J'ition had said were correct, 
the lJOn. the P1·ernier lmd used warm language 
alJOnt that committee. Either those remarkR 
had force, or they had not. If the decision" of 
the committee had always been correct, there 
~vonld have been no reason for objecting to then1. 
Bnt it appeared that members on both oides of 
the House had, from time to time, objected 
to the decisions of the committee, and the rtuestion 
was whether the tribunal suggested by him was 
a Letter one than the one they had h1td hitherto. 
A judge wae not so likely to he bh"ed as the 
Election,; aud Qualifications Committee, and he 
said further that the professional c,<pl·it de cvtps 
he JHISsessed would induce him to give as conect 
a, judg-ntent a"' wa.':5 possible under the circurn­
stances. The Committee of Elections unrl Qnuli­
tications would nut ca,re two straws about the 
criticii:iln uf their Ueci~ionN : hut a judge \vn,~ twt 
rdmve eritiehan, and he would not like to see hi:-~ 
decision challenged. The Premier and he did 
not agree upon the \visdma of that cl::tuse in 
the Legislative JhsemLly Act, which f;">Ve 
the Committee lJower to decide accordi1w to 
er1uity and gnodL con~cience, and not acco1~ling 
to legul form;; and technicalities. That was a 
great power to place in the hands of persons 
who did not understand what it meant. 
'!.'he 13nrnett election was a case in which the 
committee had not decided upon equity and 
goml conscience., but upon a ;;trictly technical 
objection which was adduce'd before them-that 
was, that although it was well known that those 
Yotes were intentimmlly 'md honestly given for 
the petitioning c;cmlidate, yet becmme there was a 
technical objection to them thev were disallowerl 
am1 the present l\Jinister for l~ducation got the 
oeat. That case reminded him of a story told of 

an old Frencb udvocate, who wa> a'kc<1 by a 
young one how he generally conducted hik c;tHc.-;. 
The rtue~tion was put to hin1, "Suppn:.:ing- tbe 
law of the case is against yon, what do you do?" 
The reply was, " I stick to the facts." " \V ell, 
supposing the facts ure against you, anrl you 
have the law?" "'!.'hen I stick to tlw law." 
"13ut supposing both the facts and the law are 
against you?" "In that case-tant pis pour les 
fa·its- you must make your facts suit your 
arguments." '!.'hat was what the l£lcctions 
and Qualifications Committee appe,ued to have 
done. '!.'hey judged one case according to 
equity und good conscience, and another 
according to the technicalities of the cctsc, as 
it suited. One word with reg-ctrcl to the Cook 
election, which the Premier stated was a 
remarkable illustration of the impartiality of 
the committee. It was generally rumoured out­
si<le that if the committee had acted as they 
wished they would hctve unseated both the 
camlidates; but if they had, what would have 
been the result? '!.'here would have been another 
election for the two seats. 

'!.'he PREMIER: Ko; there would not. 
l\Ir. CHUBB said there ought to have been, 

otherwise the injustice would have been more 
glaring than it was. It was generally rumoured 
ontside-in fact, it was made the subject of Press 
comments, and afterwards the subject of a crimi­
nal pn"ecution-that the committee would have 
adopted that course if they had not been doubt­
ful about the result of another election, and, 
therefore they thought it safer to have one man in 
than rnn the risk of losing him on a subsequent 
election. Of course he did not say or insinuate 
that that rumour was true. '!.'here was nothing 
whatever in the point made with regard to the 
Cook election, whether it was a fair decision or 
otherwise, and the objections urged by the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government last 
night, and by most of the hon. gentlemen who had 
spoken on his side, were urged in the House of 
Commons on the second reading- of a Bill intro­
duced by M:r. Disraeli in 18G8. Now, the Premier 
used exactly the smne la.nguage as \Vas u~ed by 
one speaker in the Commons when he said that 
it would be very improper that a case ohnuld be 
sent to a newly appointed judge " hot from the 
political arena." 'fhose words fell from the lips 
of Sir George Bowyer, who spoke in opposition 
to the Bill in 1868. 

'!.'he PRRiHIER : I neYer read his speech. 
l\Ir. CHUBJ:\ said he was not saying the hon. 

the Prernier \V<:ts guilty of }Jlagiari!:irn-~jt was a 
coincidence. EYeryone of the objectimm urged 
J.,y him, and aho by the junior member for 
South Brisbane, were urged in the Hou.se of 
ComHH.ms, '1nd although they recei Yed due con­
siclemtion they were not held tu be snfficient to 
juotify that House in reverting- to the old system. 
He <liLlnot believe that it even went to a division. 
At any mte it '""' carried without very much 
oppol'3ition, .:tnd it had proved a very grea.t 
Hncce\':is ever ::;ince in its 2,d1nini~:~t.ration, as any 
hon. member would see who chose to look over 
the trials that had taken place since loGS. The 
objections urged by the hon. memher for Ipswich 
wanted argument. He gave no reason for them. 
His objections were like that of the little girl to 
lJr. ]<'ell:-· 

" I do not like thee, Dr. Fell; 
rrhe l'C'HSOll \Yhy I cannot tell; 
But thi~ one thing I know full \vcll­
I clo not like thee, Dr. Fell." 

That was exactly the way the hon. member 
treated the question. He stated that he was not 
in bvor of the change and therefore was not 
going to SU)Jjlort it. The ho11. Premier said the 
scheme he had introduced was crude. He denied 
that. He said he had introdneed a perfect 
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scheme. He did not claim orig·ino,lity for it, 1_1e­
came he harl copied it entirely from the ]cngl"h 
Act which was nwdc part of the Act of lSS:~, 
aml' container! all those bribery and corruption 
cbnses ; and if any hon. gentleman took the 
trouble to look at the Act he hcccl referrc<l to anrl 
com]>:trcd it •Yith the pcn:tl clauses intror1ucer1 
into that }\ill he would see tlw,t where the l'ne­
lniPr ha.d introtlnce(l thn \\'Ol'(h.: '" Con1mittec of 
Elections anll Qualifications," in the }:ngli,;h ~\.et 
there \V[l,K the \Vord '·judge.:' rrJwse sections were 
in trod need to give the tribnnal :1 n1ore ~pecit~c 
clefmition of the offences. He knew the P1·emier 
tnn:-;t have given con:-;idera,hle attention to the 
Bill and the prepm :ction of it. There "·as no 
reason why, vvhen the hon. gontle1nan went to 
the English Act to t<Lko ont those parts, he 
should not ha ,-e taken out the tribunal as well 
as he (Mr. Clmbb) had clone. All that he h:td 
rlone was to ,•Upply \\·hat the hon. gcntlmn;m 
had left out. He ht'cl :tltererl it in ono or two 
insklnces to m<Lke it apply to the colony, but he 
had rn::tdc no change in the scheine. Therefore 
he sairl the scheme which he intlw1nccd w:ts not 
crurlo, and he woulrl be glad if the hon. gcntle­
Jna,n conlcl point ont '\V here it '' '~H crude. Hmue 
nlJjection wa~ t:tken to the an1ount of ;.;ocnrity 
he hacl put in-±:.)00. In the l':nglic<h Act it was 
.±:I ,000, but he was not weclrlerl to the amount 
of .t:fiOO-it was only an abstmct sum put in to 
tcHt the opiuion.of the Cmmnittc.3; and Jw wun1Ll 
be r1nite willing· to ha,·o it rmluccrl to t:toO, the 
amount re<]uired from the petitioner under the 
existing :-;y,;~tmn. It was so \vith other portions­
the time within which the petition wns to be prc­
:-mnted, and so on ; but tho;-;e detaiLs were only put 
in to te,,t the s~nse of the Committee. An objec­
tion wn.-.; urged ngainvt tho stand taken by the 
opposite side of the House to the effect tlmt they 
h:t<l no right to oppose the pasc;ing· of the Bill if 
they were not able to introduce those mneml­
mcnts. But the position they took up and wh:tt 
he said wns this : That if the mwcndments v, ere 
not ncco('ted they objected to the pr<n·i,ions 
of the law l1eing altered so as to g-i vc the 
Committee of }{]ections and Qnalifications auy 
increased power. \\'hat they contended was 
that if the House thought the J<:lection 
law should be amended-and thev did not di'­
pute that-well a.ll(] good ; but, if it was pro­
posed to giye increased po\Yer or increased func­
tions to the Elections Tribunal, they said they 
objected to that being· done unless the tribunal 
they :tskecl for was suh,titutecl for the ]Jre­
sent ono. They said the Elections Committee 
had C[UitF enough power ::t!roady. He said 
that ·committee had too much power, aml 
he was _strongly opposed to giving thmn any 
1110re. IIe WaM oppm;:ecl to giving any vower of 
the kind at all, unless the trial of elections was 
transferred to a different tribunal. That was 
the ground they took up, and they said that if 
the Committee would not accept the amend­
ments they were opposer\ to altering the bw in 
so far as the Bill gave the Elections Committee 
increased powers to those they posses:;ed at pre­
sent. 

The PREMIER said he did not intend to reply 
to the hon. gentlem:tn's speech, but he rose to 
say that the hrm. member had made use of an 
argu1nent or sugg-estion at the cmnn1encen1ent of 
his speech which he oug·ht to withdraw, The 
hon. gentleman accused him of opposing his 
proposition to transfer the trial of di,;puted 
elections from the J~lections Committee to the 
judges of the Suprenw Court, beca,use two c.a,:es 
lately before the :Supreme Court were deculecl 
in a way he did not like. That accuc:ttion 
was unworthy of the hon member-f]uite un­
worthy of him. He could :tssert distinctly that 
the cases the hon. member had referred to had 
not crossed his mind during the whole course 
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of the discu"ion. He had the same objections 
to the mnencluwnts that he h:1d held years ago, 
as hon, members would see if they referred to 
his speeches. An accus:ttion of the kinrl the 
lwu. 1nen1lJor had nwdo \V::ts one that ought not 
to bn.ve cmne frmn hiln. 

Mr. 8TEVJ<::'\S said if the :ugmncnts on each 
side were boiled clown, they would amount to 
thi,,,: One side .said that a judge who ht'd been <' 
politicicm at some time, wo_nlLl be mor~J likely_ t_o 
l1e biased than :c cmmrnttoe of actlVC pohti­
ci:ms, and the other side sHirl the reverse of that. 
Those were the two standpoints-whether the 
jnd~e who had been n, politicia~1 n,t smne tin1o in 
the past was likely to l1e mme b:a~erl than a cmn-

, mittoe formed of aot.ive pohticmns. If they 
I looked a.t the surronndino·s of the parlian1cmtary 

o•mnnittee theY would ~ee at once that it was 
im]"""ible for "it to he unbiased. In the first 
phce election petitions were brought on inune­
diatok after :m election, when every mem!Jer of 
the 1-t,,nse-in het the whole of tho conntry­
\\'a' violenth convulse<!. The case was lmmght 
on,- ancl tl'i;~cl Ly men, perhaps, "'ivhosc l\-'orst 
pa."ion.s were aroused !Jy a hotly contested 
election. Dm·in" the trial members of l1oth sicles 
of the J-{onse ·we~e constantly walking in and out 
of the con1n1ittt·e romn where the trial was Leing 
held, and a:..; king how the case wa.s goi11g on, and. 
inquiring :ts to the chances of tho different can<~i­
rl:tt"S. A~·ain, the trials themselves were held m 
the I_je~.;'ishtti'"·'' _._\_s;,:e111bly building. ~t \vas 
utterly impossible that the Elections and Qualifi­
C:1tim;s Committee could be otherwise than biased 
in the c!ecision.s they came to. He objected 
to the Bill for that reason; and he objected to 
other thing,; in the Bill also, 'rhe Govemment 
harlnnt only introduced H new Act, but. they harl 
1ronc fnrther ::tncl g;iven stlll further power~ to 
fLe Election~ Cmn{nittee to punish thoRe whmn 
they con;-;itJererl Wl'ong. A.noth~r ob.iection he 
lmd to the .Bill ,,-as, that under 1t st1ll further 
power was given to the committee to enable them 
to brin" in a verdict for the majority if there 
was a t~uh1JicaJ error cmrnuitted by a,n opponent 
that could he utilised, and his election upset. 
But if the technical error was committed by a 
political supporter of the majority of the members 
of the committee, there was a clause in the Bill 
provicling tho,t the committee might overlook it. 
Another objection he had to the Bill W<'R that it 
pruvided that a man might be put upon his trial 
at anv time within t.Yelve months after a con­
tested election. That would allow a keen 
politician to watch his opportunity and wait 
until ho knew tlutt some nmterial witnesses 
favourable to his opponent who held the seat 
were absent a,nd could not be got, n,nd then bring 
forward a case a"ain,t the holder of the seat ::tnd 
have him unseat~d. Under the old Act the time 
within which such a proceeding could be com­
menced was limited to four months. 

The PRK'viiJ~R : 'This Bill does not deal with 
that subject at alL 

1\Ir. STEVEX:S : It fixed the time ::tt 
twelve months. 'l'hen again he did not believe 
in the clauses relating to illegal practices. By 
means of those provisions any 1mm might easily 
be unseated at any time. In following his 
ordin:1ry vocrLtion a dozen or fifteen caRes nlig-ht 
be brought at;ainst hirn, and cau:;e him to lose 
his sent. If he met an elector and both were 
thirsty and ht'd :1 glass of beer together that 
would be sufficient to unseat him, If he had :1 

'luarrel with a man that might be construed into 
an attempt at intimidation ; if he lent money 
to " person and the interest or principal 
became due about the time of an election, 
and he gmnted an extension of time for the p::ty­
ment of the interest, that might be construed 
into an illegal practice. And for either of those 
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things a candidate would be lbhle to lose his 
seat. Such charges 1night not be 1nade, of conrse, 
but there was a possibility of their being ma,]e, 
and the Committee had to guanl against them. 
He h'td been on an Elections and C~ualifire~tions 
Committee all through one session, and he might 
say that his experience was such that he felt 
bound to oppose that as a tribunal for trying 
petitions respecting disputed elections as far as 
he possibly could. He did not see how the 
pmdtion of a judge, who was apllOintecl on 
account of his probity and knowledge, could be 
compared with that of a strong political com­
mittee. He did not intend to go through all 
the clauses of the Bill. 

The PllEJ\IIER: The Cjtwstion is an o,mend­
ment 1noved by the hon. metnber for Bowen. 

Mr. STEVEKS : Yes; and the clauses he had 
referred to bore on the snbject. The question 
was a larger one than that of the simple propo­
sition in the amenilment, and ought to be :trgueil 
out fully. Thare was not the slightest doubt 
that there w>~s a strong feeling in the Commit­
tee, and also in the country generally on that 
snbject. He had never heard a question brought 
up outside the House on which stronger opinions 
had been expre,,sed than were expreq,,ecl on the 
J~lections and QunJifications Committee. 

Mr .• JORDAN said he wished to correct a 
statement made by the h<m. member fm Bowen 
when he said that in one case in which the Elec­
tions and Qalifications Cmr,mittee deci,led on a 
legal technicality they had decided in the teeth 
of the statute. That was not the ca;e. The 
facts were simply that the statute required that 
the ballot-papers should contain the names of the 
candidates and the initials of the returning 
officer and nothing else. In the ca.se in '1uestion 
the ballot-papers contttined also the initials of the 
scrutineers, and the committee, therefore, adhered 
to the letter of the sttttute and found that the 
returning officer should haYe rejecte'l those 
ballot-papers. How could it be said then tbttt 
the committee had ttcted in the teeth of the 
sb1tnte? Their decision was in strict accord­
ance with the provisions of the statute. The 
initials of the scrutineers on those papers 
were entered in a very peculiar way ; there wtts 
not one like the other, they were all different. 
That led to the conclusion that it was possible 
by that means to interfere with the secrecy of 
the ballot, which was a very important principle, 
and sacred in the estimtttion of many members 
of that House and membere of the Committee. 
It was therefore absuril to say that they came to 
the decision they arrived at in the teeth of the 
statute. 

Mr. MO REREAD: Of course you did. 
Mr .• TOllDAN: As he had said, the papers 

were initialed in a very peculiar wtty by the 
scrutineers, and the question arose whether the 
secrecy of the ballot might not be violated. 

Mr. CHUBB said the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Government stated that he 
(Mr. Chubb) had used an argument which 
was unworthy of him, and that he had made 
an accusation against the hon. gentleman which 
was not just. He (Mr. Chnbb) die! not intend 
to make any accusation against the hon. gentle­
man at all. "\Vhat he did say was that when 
the hon. gentleman accused members on thttt 
side of the Committee of hasty generalisaticn, 
because they did not like the decisions of the 
Elections and Qualifications Committee, they 
might just as fairly accuse him of objecting to a 
judge because he had disagreed or expressed 
disagreement with the decision of the judge in two 
cases w hi eh had occurretl in connection with l'adia­
ment. Last session the hon. me m her for Balonne 
asked the Premier a question in connection with 

the Courie1' prosecution, and the hon. gentleman 
said that. the verdict of the jury wa' not to he 
womleredat considering that the bw laid down by 
the judge \vas not \Vlutt w~tR generally con:-;idcred 
to be the law on the subject. He (:\Ir. Chnbb) 
had not been able to turn it up just then, mHl he 
was not quite sure whether the Premier stated 
that in ans\~;·er to a question, or during a de hate. 
That, however, wa.s what the Premier hail said, 
as far as he understood, and it was upon that 
that he based the argnment that they might 
accuse the lwn. g-entleman of objecting on tlmt 
score just as fairly tts he had accused memlJers 
on that si( le of hasty generalisation because they 
did not like the decisions of the }i;lect.ions and 
Qurtlificat.ions Committee. He had no desire or 
intention to impute improper motiYes. 

The PllE:\In;n : Only you do 'eo, 

l\Ir. I'i'O.RTO~ said that the interest taken in 
the subject had been shown by the deltate 
which had taken place that evening. He 
expected to lmve 'Ill opportunity of saying 
somethiug upon the subject earlier in the after­
noon, but they only commenced those pro­
ceedings inn11e<.liately after tea, and ever since 
that time when a member rose to spettk, one or 
two, sornctinw:-; three or four, rose. Ho thought 
tlmt was an indication that members took great 
interest in the question. I-I e believed it woulil 
be admitted on all sides that there "as much 
interest taken in the nmtter. He woultlnot like 
the question to come. to a division without 
having the opportunity of expressing his opinion 
upon it; but he did not want to do so at 12 
o'clock at night. 

The PREJ\UER: It is early yet. 
J\fr. NORT0:01: Yes; it wtts e;crly. It was 

quite early, lmt according to the usual practice 
it was somewhat. late. From the experience he 
had in the House he knew that discussions that 
took place after 12 o'clock were not reported, 
and he thought it was desirable that anyone who 
had any serious objection to make tu the Bill 
should have an opportunity of expressing his 
views. lTnder the circumstances it wtts only fair 
that the Committee should adjourn till to­
morrow. Ho certainly did not intend to go into 
the matter now. In order to give the G<~vern­
lnent an oppol'tnnity of expressing ttn opinion on 
his suggestion, he would move that the debate 
be adjourned. 

.I\Ir. STEVEKS said he wished to point out 
that what he had said a few minutes ago was 
correct. Clause 110 of the Bill read as follows :-

" "\ proceeding against a, person in respect of the 
offmlCe of a eorrupt or illegal 1Jract.ico, or any other 
offence against. t.lns part of this Act, shall be commenced 
within one year aft.ur the offence was committed, or if 
it \Yas committed in reference to an election with respect 
to which a 1 etition is triell by the Committee of Elections 
and Qualifieations, shall be emn menf"cd within one year 
after the offence was eommi.t ted. or within three months 
after the report of the committee is mallc, whichevL·r 
11eriod last expires, so tllat it be commenced within t\\ o 
years after the ofl'euee was committed) and the time so 
limitc<l by this section shall, in the case of any proceed­
ing before jm;tices for any such offcncr, be snhstitnted 
for any limitation of time contftined in any other Acts." 

Mr. HAJ\IILTO:N said he did not think the 
remarks of the hon. member for South Brisbane 
shonld go unchallenged. Tlw hon. member said 
that according to the sttttnte the committee had 
no discretion ; that the statute said that the 
returning officer alone must initial the voting­
papers, but that was not what it said. 
It was distinctly enjoined, in the Act which 
was laid down for the guidance of the 
committee, not to act on technicalities, but 
by good conscience and the justice of the case. 
Now, where was the justice of the C"-SC in deciding 
that these votes should not be allowed l\Ir. 
Stuart becttuse they were marked in a particular 
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Wity by the RCrntineers, unless it were shown tluct 
:Mr. Stu:wt was responsible for the act, and that 
had not been shown. It haLl been shown 
that the marking was due to the opponent of 
:tllr. Stm1rt. \Vhy should those voter~; be depriver] 
of their voteR ~in1ply becrLnRe a scrntine{~l' 
belonging to ~Ir. Stna,rt'.s opponent hrtppened to 
m:trk the papers in '" peculiar way~ Let the 
scrutineers mark the ballot. papers in any way, 
how could that effect the votes that were polled 
for 1\Ir. i:ltnart, and why should those votes not 
be reconled in his fa1our, simply bec:tuse the 
pcr.son who did not wish :\h. i:ltuttrt to be elected 
did a wrong thing? He certainly did not con­
sider that that was a jlhltification, and it was not 
attempted to be shown that tlm;e votes were not 
IJOIHi jide votes. 

1\fr. :\fOREHEAD said, bringing the matter 
really to some definite is"le, ho woulrl point ont 
to the Pren1ier that he, lnally'yearf:l ago, was in 
favour of the transference of the power of the 
J~:loetions Conm1ittoe to the judge~ of the 
Hnprc1ne Conrt. The hoB. gent1enw.n knew 
tlmt, o,nd he (:VIr. i\Iorehmtrl) thought he ohoulrl 
g·ivc the Counnittl;e wmw n~rLHOll or cxpla,natimt 
for hi,; now dopm-tnm. He '"ke<l the l'remier 
now, wns he not in fa.vonl.' of tha,t clHtnge Kolne 
yon.rs a.go? 

:\Ir. HA::\riLTO~: He is asleep. 
:\Ir. :\10RF.READ sai1l if the Premier wa;< 

really asleep it was time the Committee bmke 11p. 

If he was so tired that he could not attend to n 
question that was "' htal one so br a,; the hon. 
gentlen1an's reputt1tion \Vas concerncd~not that 
that went for mnch~he h:td better go home. 
But he (:\Ir. 1\Iorohead) wonld o,sk the Premier 
whether he re:tlly Wits not in favour of trans­
ferring the power of the Elections and Qnalifi­
cationR Conunitteo to the jnllges on a forrner 
oocitsion? He (Mr. }foreheo,d) need not exj>ect 
an nns\ver fl·orn the hon. geutlernan, but hP 
should stand there till he got one. He 
did not know whether he might be called 
a Standing Order or not, but he thought when 
a queotion \\'CLs asked it should be answcrerl. 
That oonrtesy had boon extemletl by other 
Prmniers, even those coining fron1 the Oppmd­
tion sirlo of the Hou"e. Again he wor<lrl ask 
wa.< the Premier at :111v time in fa1·our of trans­
ferring the power of the Elections Committee to 
the judges of the Supreme Court? 

The l'RI~l\IIEH: Two people cannot speak at 
once. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD: Two people often rlo, 
and you, as :11nn,rried rnan, onght to know that. 

The PREMIER said he had no recollection of 
at any time being in favour of the ]Jrinciple pro­
prmccl by the hrm. member for l:),n; en. 

Mr. MOTIEHEAD saicl he thought that the 
hon. gentleman's memory must be a little bit 
weak. Perhaps he was tired and dirl not remem­
ber, but he would like now to refresh the hon. 
gentleman's memory. He would do tlmt, and 
he was certain that it would be as good 
as "' shower bath to him. He would point 
out what happenerl in 187.5. There was a 
gentleman in that House at that time called 
:tlfr. l'echey, and on page 53 nf volume i., "Votes 
and Proceedings of 1tl75," :\lr. Pechey its ked a 
qne,;tion. The hon. g·entlcman at that time was 
in a smnewhat subordinate position, although be 
had since subordino,ted every one to himself. 
\Vel!, Mr. Pechey asked this question, "Is it 
the intention of the (}overnment to introduce a 
]lill to transfer the powers of the Elections and 
Qualifications Committee to the judges of the 
Snpreme Court?" He presumed the present 
Premier, who wits then Attorney-General, was 
consulted in the itnswer that was given, and it 
wo,s as follows ;-"There are some difficulties 

in the way of making itn alteration in the pre­
Kent l;1w; in the event, however, of tho Govern· 
1nent Reeing tbeir way to overcorne theRe 
difficulties a Bill will be introduced." Tlmt was 
the answer. 

The PREM.H;R : They never did see their 
''"ay, l pre;.nnne. 

::\Ir. i\fOREHJ~AD : They do not seem to see 
their way now. 

The PHE'\IIER: Ko, they do not. 
i\fr.l\10 IcE HEAT> said th:ot the then Attorney­

General did one of two thingR-he either decoiYed 
a f.:ll]Jporter, or hr intended to bring in n. Bill to 
mnend the law a.~ then conr::;titnted. Those were 
the only two positions the GoYernment could 
take up in the rnatter-an ans\ver rnust either 
base been given intending to deceive, or the 
(:}overnrnent n1ust have intended to ha\e intro­
duced a Bill. Kow, the pre,ent Premier of this 
colony can accept either of those two positions. 
He (:\Jr. l\Iorehee~d) di1lnot care which he took 
up. Surely if that answer was calculatecl to 
deceive it did not reflect mnch er·edit upon the 
hon. gentlem:m, lmt he (C\Ir. J\lorehead) dirl not 
llulievc it was intended that way. He believer! 
the <iovnmnent, of which :Ylr. 1\Ltcalister was 
the leader, intende<l to bl'ingin a llill to alter 
the existing law~-that they saw the injustice and 
intended to renlfJdy it. vVhy tho,t was not rlone 
he would lectve the present I'rmuierto explain. 

i\Ir. XOHTOX saicl when a member of the 
Committee prO]Josed "' motion to itdjourn the 
debate ~nme notice was genomlly taken of it. 
He proposer! that the deb:tte be adjourned, but 
if the Clminnan ruled thlt the motion could not 
be ]JUt then he would pnt it in it different way. 
l-[e was rp1ite willing to pro1wse the n10tion in· 
another we~y, but he moved it in the way he did 
because the Preruier rnight have taken 
smne objection to :1 private n1en1ber 1noving 
the Chairnmn out of the chair. 

The CHAill:\IAX said he had not an oppor­
tunity of putting th9 question at the time, anrl 
now the lwn. gentlemnn had called his attention 
to the matter, he wo,s bound to say that he 
could not Jmt the motion. 

Mr. DLACK sairl he was very much 
it.,tonished o,t the line of arg,1ment adopted 
by the member for South Brh<l1ane in refer­
ence to the reasons RH]J]JOHCd to ha.ve c::nmed 
the Elections and Qualifications Committee 
to have mriYe1l "'t the result they did in con­
nection with the Burnett election. The hun. 
gentleman had led the committee to understanrl 
thnt the objection to the 'even ballot papers 
which were r8jected was tlutt they were initialed 
in Rnch a, n1anuer so to lead the connnittee to 
believe that the secrecy of the ballot was vio­
lated. That v, as the first time he had heard 
that inference drawn and there \Vas never any 
suggestion made to the committee that such was 
the ca,,e. He woulrl like the hon. member to 
point ont where snch an inference was rnade. 
If he pointed out anything beo,ring that inter­
preti~Jtion he would arhnit hit-5 1nistake, otherwif;e 
the hon. gentlem>tn had drawn a deduction at 
which the committee did not intend to anive. 

1\Ir. .JORDAN said the matter was noticed 
by several member.,, anrl the hon. member must 
h>ne forgotten the remarks he (i\lr .• Tord:m) 
mo,de when the report of the Committee w:ts 
brought up. His speech "·ns reported in full in 
Ilw1s((rd, and the hrm. gentlemo,n would find 
that it corresponded exactly with the remarks 
he had made to-night. 

:Mr. BLACK said he was referring to the 
evidence, and he again said that no evidence 
came lJefnre the Committee to leitcl them to 
suppose that the initir~ling was don<i\ to viobte 
tho secrecy of the ba.llot, 
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Mr. NOR TON said it had been pointed out by 
the Chairman that he had not an opportunity of 
tal, ing notice of the motion he made on account 
of member.~ getting up to epe>tk, and that state­
ment bore out what he (:Hr. Xnrton) said before. 
There had been no instance where one member 
had ceased speaking and another was not ready 
to take his place, and he did not think that those 
who wished to address themselves seriously to 
the question should he charged with "stonewall­
iHg. '' J-fe had smne ren1arks to rnnke Learing on 
the matter, hut it was too bte to mC~ke them 
now. He therefore moved th>Lt the Chairman 
leave the chair. 

The PRE}fii\R said tlmt every member who 
desired to speak had spoken, with the e'<ception, 
he thought, of the hon. member for Port Curtio. 
The matter was di;cnssed last nig·ht; it had 
been discussed with umJ,mal fulness to-ni~ht, 
and now they were asked to allow the matter 
to go over to another ni~ht. It was appa,­
rent that the Opposition wanted to "stonewn.ll," 
not the provi"ions relating to the :Elections 
and Qualifications Committee, but the cln.uses 
relating· to corrupt practices. He had antici­
pated that, ancl had been of opinion that 
the obstruction on the part of members opposite 
dnring the ht~<t two or three weeks was directetl 
against the l~lections Bill, aml not against the 
measures under consideration at diffP.rent times. 
It was unprecedented for the only member who 
wished to speak to ask, after a debate had taken 
more than a night, that it should be adjourned so 
that he might have an opportunity of making a 
speech. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that was the most 
astonishing speech they had yet heard from the 
l'remier. He had told the Committee that the 
Opposition simply wanted to " stonewall" the 
punitive clauses of the Bill; but he (Mr. 
JV[orehead) did not know that any member on 
the Opposition side was afraid of being brought 
under the operation of those clauses. As to the 
Bnlcocks, \Voolcocks, and all that variety of 
cocks which the hon. gentleman had about him 
-he did not think it could be mid that the 
Opposition were surrounded by such electioneer­
ing machinery. The members on the Opposition 
side Y:1lued very much the honour of represent­
ing constituencies, but would not descend to 
the low tricks adopted by members opposite 
to obtain seats. Their record in that line at any 
rate was clear. 

The PR:B;MmR: Oh, oh ! 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that wrrs the "loud 
laugh" that "proclaimed the vacant mind," but 
the fact remained the same. Could the hon. 
gentleman point out any member on his side 
who got into the House by improper means? 
He (Mr. Morehead) could point to a Minister 
of the Crown who was most improperly seated 
there. Then there was the newly elected mem­
ber for Fortitude Valley. He (Mr. Morehead) 
represented nearly as many electors in that 
electorate as the hon. member did. As to the 
contention of the Premier that the debate should 
not be prolonged because he had so willed it, 
he thought the hon. gentleman had made a 
mistake. The member for Port Curtis certainly 
could not be accused of obstructive tactics, 
and he ought to be allowed to speak at a 
time when he could be properly reported. 
'.rhere were now only twenty-three members 
present out of a total of fifty-six, and they 
were asked to settle perhaps the most impor­
tant question that would come before them that 
session, with such a small number of members 
present. Hon. members on that side had a 
right to hold and to express their opinions upon 
the subject, although those opinions might not 
agree with those of the Premier. But if the 

hon. gentleman determined to carry matters to 
an extreme, he hoped that, lmving regard to the 
national importance of the <]UOstion at issue, with 
regar<l to the hon. members on the other side 
who had ,;poken in hvor of the amendment, that 
the hon. gentleman woulcllet them loose for that 
occasion only. 

:i\fr. NORTOX said his reCJnest was by no 
1ncn,ns nnronsonab1e. J\ qnc;-;tion of that Rort 
w~ts not to he <lecided off-hrtn<l. Had he been 
n1erdy expresNing hi:-i own opinions, he would 
hctve remainerl silent, but he felt that in con­
dcmnin:,;· the J<;lectiunH and (/ualifications Cnm­
ll1ittee he was expressing the feelings of the 
large majority of the population of the colony, 
who looked with contem]Jt on the proceedings 
and decisions of that body. Tlmt feeling was 
never n1ore strongly e"Xpres;.:;cd thnn in the new:+ 
papers here a short time ,Lgo after the action 
ngainst the Cowriu·. The <1uestion was one 
descrvin;~ the fullest discn~sion. 

'.rhe l'llEJ\IIER : It has been fully discussed. 

Mr. NORTON sC~id it had not been fully dis­
cm,,ecl. Last night the amemlment was pro­
posed by the hon. member for Bowen, ami was 
answered by the Premier. Then the leader of 
the Opposition spoke for a short time, and a few 
remarks were nmde by the hon. member for 
Cook. That could not be called discus.,ion. 
To-day the discussion on that wretched Bean­
araba railwn,y h"tcsl until after tea, and 
the Premier expectecl that important rJnestion 
to be decided between S o'clock and l:l. On 
any ordinary occasion a matter of such impor­
tance would have been broug·ht on before tea. 
If the Government were anxious to get on with 
the Bill why did they not bring it on earlier in 
the session Y Scnne other nuttters ruight hn,vc 
been postponed. They had adjourned ear!~­
every evening, and no doubt the House woulrl 
have sat later if it had been desired. They were 
told at the heginnin~ of the session that it would 
he a short one. 

The l'HKMIEI~: So it would if the Opposi­
tion would let it be. 

Mr. NORTOX : Surely the hon. member clid 
not mean to say they had obstructed before ; he 
said they were obstructing now. They had not 
yet got to the Estimates. 

The PllEJHIER : \Vhat have we done the bst 
four week,? 

Mr. NORTOX: What have we done? 

The PRK\IIER : Listened to the Opposition 
talking. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I hope you liked it. 

Mr. KOllTON said they would often have 
been glad to hear the members on the Govern­
ment side talking. The Government seemed to 
have some mysterious power over their sup­
porters, by which they secured their votes with­
out any discussion on important qnestious. Did 
the hem. member think the public would be 
satisfied with that? 

The PHEMIER 'octid he must make some 
remark about the Government expressing a hope 
that the session would be a short one. During 
the last four weeks there had been renuu-lmhly 
little progress made. 

J\Ir. NOJlTON: It is your own fault; you 
manage very badly. 

The PREJVIIER saicl he was not possessed of 
the faculty of keeping the hon. member for Port 
Curtis and some of his friends t[uiet. The last 
four weeks had been consnmed in floods of talk 
from the Opposition benches. He hoped the 
hon. the leader of the Opposition would assist in 
g-etting on with business, unless the session was 
to be an unusually long one. 
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1\Ir. NORTON sctid some evenings hctd been 
consumed by members on the Government side 
wiring into ono another. The hon. rnen1ber for 
] brling Downs and the hon. member for 
Bnndanba \Vere at it for honr"~ one evening-for 
two evening~, he thought. Then the hem. 
member for Hosewnod had a little go in. It 
certainly \Vas arnusing, and varied the tnono­
tony. He would like to ask, since the hon. 
member hac! mentioned him by nmne, how 
much time he had taken up this session? 

Mr. JORDAX said thctt if they were to re­
n1~1in a.ny longe!' he was snre the Connnittee 
would be glad to hear the opinion of the hon. 
member for Port Curtis. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he hctd to express his 
regret for any tin1e he had occupied in rLddreHsing 
the House to the o,nnoynnce of the Premier. It 
woultl simplify nmtters if the hem. member 
would <lrmv up '" ct>de like the Code Napoleon, 
so that they might !mow exactly what he would 
like them to clo. 

'rhe HoN. Silt T. 1\IoiL\VRAITH said the 
Premier had asked him to try alH] brin2,· the 
debate to n conclusion. He had already 
cxpre"ed hi> opinion; he thought the matter 
slwnld lJC discussed fully, not Pnly from the Oppo­
sition benches but from the Government side. 
He himself had w"'ited to spenk on the nmtter 
till about 10 o'clock, m1d spoke until no"'rly 11, 
::md previously to that word lmd evidently been 
sent rmmcl that there was to be no talk on the 
Government side. The leader of the Govern­
uwnt bad doggedly Htnck tn the detennination 
to clwm the de]J<,te that night. It was not 
fair tD debar me m ber.s who wished to spenk 
on the 1nain question frmu exprc~sin~· their 
opinions fully; it was " qnedtion which 
ct>uld not be pwperly discu:osecl in one Ol' 

t\\.ro, or even thl'ee, night-,. He wa.s deter­
mined to prevent beino· brouo·ht iuto law if 
he could lwlp it the proJ~>Sition laid down in the 
Dill. If, after a fair Lli~cu,'>~inn, argnn1enb-; had 
no weight with the Government, then the Oppo­
sition wt>uld h:we tD consider wlmt to do. He 
lmcl told the Government plainly that he would 
consider how the Bill conhl be altered so a,, to 
prevent nwre power lJeing gi v·en to the Cmu­
lllittee of Elections ctntl (.\tmlifications. They 
had not had the slightest sign of c mcession from 
the Government. 

The I'RlDIIER: Yes. 
The HoN. Sm T. 1\lciLWlL\ITH saicl they 

tlicl not know wha,t the concession wonlll 1H3. 
1 [e would obstruct the Dill in m·ery l"'"ible way 
al-l lon~ a~ hi;-; follo\vnrs \\"uuld nta.nd by hhn, if 
the (;-0\'8l'lllfl8llt insisted Pll gi vin;,; ll10l'8 J )(J'\V8l' 

to the };]ections and qualific<ttion.s Committee 
or increa,-;ing the penalties which could be iln­
po.-.;ed on rnmnbers \vhose seatH were in jenpanlv. 
It had been shown clcarly-wlmt was not very 
well untlerstoo<l hefore-tlmt the committee hatl 
power not only to unse::tt a rnernbcr, but to pre­
vent his being elected dnring- thctt Parliament. 
'l'hat, he thoHght, they should obstruct. ::lo fnr 
frmn the Governrucut proposing to lilnit tha,t 
power, they wishecl to increase it. He intended 
to nb:::;trnct tha.t, and in Lloin~ ~t> he believed he was 
acting in a.ccorda.nce v;ith the vimvs of hon. 1ll8Jll-

1Jen; oppo,ite; becm1,;e in 1072 they took exactly 
the ~a1ne court:ie the Opposition wet·e taking now. 
\Vhcn 1\Ir. ::\bcctlistcr, wht> was leadinc;· the 
1 )arty at pre-.:;ent iu power, brought in hi~ J~lec­
timlt:i Bill, one ground of op]>o:-dtion \Vas tbat no 
provision lmd heen nmde for tctking contested 
election petition;; before a judge of the Supreme 
Conrt instead of before the Elections and (2uali­
fications Committee. Aftcrw:trds a majority of 
the Hcmse agree<] thaL that committee should be 
abolished and ap]'e"'ls should be made t<> the 

judges. After that occasion, the Government, 
when ctskcd by one of their own supporters whether 
they intended to take action dnrins· the session, 
indicated as phcinly as p<msible that they had it 
under considemtion, :mcl if they could get over 
some technical difficulties they would introduce 
a Bill. The (iovernment were in favour of 
nmking "'PP81tls in cns0s of disputed elections to 
judges of the Supreme Court instead of the 
Elections Committee. The Government side of 
the present Committee had consistently sup­
ported the contention of the Opposition, and 
this being the time to remedy the matter 
the Gove~·nment ought not to pass a Bill 
that woulcl prr,,·ent the same question being 
Lronght forw~1rd again for a considerable tin~ie to 
come. If the present Dill were passed, the Gov­
ernment would never bring in a Bill to snperscde 
it, and the matter won!Ll remnin in abeyance, 
becctnse the Government that succeeded them 
would have enoug·h on their hands, for the first 
sestJion or bvo, iu looking out for the safety of 
the colony. This was the time to remedy the 
matter. He harlnever believed in obstrnction; 
but he thought that despemte cliseases required 
de.,perate remedies, and if it cmne tu a 
nmtter of obstruction it wt>ulLl ],e betel for 
the country ~md for both sides of the Com­
mittee. The Government lmd offered to m::tke 
no concessit>ns, aml the debate had shown 
that the Oppositit>n were in the right. If mom­
bel'S on tho Uovennucnt side Yoted according 
to their conRciencei3, ~1nd not according to their 
principle of never opposing the Government, they 
would be voting with the Opposition upon the 
quostit>n. The Op]Jositionlmd done everything to 
prevent it:; being made a partytrimnph if they suc­
cee(led in chm1ging the deci:-;ion fron1 the Election'4 
Connnitteeto the Supreme Court. They had shown 
that hon. members would be perfectly comJistent 
if they aclopted the ideas they had contended for 
so 1(jng. It was nnren~onable to force a con­
clnsion upon a night like this. The first clause 
1nuved by the lwn. gentlmuan would be neg-a­
tiYcd, aucl the t>econd clause would be brought 
on to-morrow, antl they <lid not consider the 
matter half dehated. The only progress they 
cnulcl nm-ke \Yas to cmne to an arrange1ncnt a:-; 
to what should he dnne afterwnrds ; because 
they 1nust cmne to an arrangmnent befol'O the 
Dill coni:! l'"·'" through the Committee. 

The PH.K\IIER said he would place the 
matter before the hem. gentleman "'gain. The Dill 
was brought in to effect a certnin object, and the 
Oppt>sitinn saicl that they should not effect tlmt 
good object to which they agreNl, unless the Gov­
ernment adopted cert,in other things which they 
(the minority) wished. That was that there should 
be no irnprovmucnt:-; iu legif'-dati\Jn until sonw­
thin;.:· th:ct the majority cormidered bad had been 
aclopted. If the amenrlment were carried he would 
laY the Jlill aside, and would not be re~punsihle 
for it>; paosing with thnt muendment in it. 
The hem. H,emher· confused the <juestion of what 
was to be the tribun::tl to decide conte,;ted elec­
tions with the cletnils of the Bill. He for one 
did not attach any particu!tw importctnce to those 
details, and did nt>t care whether the disqtmlifi­
cation w;_t:-; for seven year~ or for tv. n year:-;. lfe 
was ::mxion,; that the definitimhJ of bribery aml 
such things should be made so clear that no loop­
hole,; for escape would be possible. As to the 
severity of the punishment, the (~overnment did 
not nttach much impt>rtancc to it. If it w"'s 
desired tu leave the questions of the J"leetions 
and Qualifications Committee open for the present 
he hac! not the slightest objection; but he was 
o,n,ion,; to secure the benefits which would be 
secured by the Bill so far ''" possible. He cou!tl 
not ag-ree to udopt a, ~chCine that he was sure 
the majority of the House tlioapproverl of. So 
(ar as the pen"! clau,;e,; went the Government 
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did not cltre if they were mloptccl in the present 
or some other form. If it was thought de><irahle 
to Rnb;titnte smue generaJ definition, sneh ns tbo 
'' Elections Tribunal,'' for the tern1 '' Elec:tions 
and QLmlificlttions Committee,'' they could do 
HO. He would not object to leave things in otrrtu 
(J'UO so far a.s that \Vas concerned nntil a speeial 
Act wlts pltssed deltling with the constitution of 
the Elections Trihmml. The Government were 
not fig·hting to give the Electiono; anrl (1.ualificlt· 
tions Committee additional power. '\Vha.t he con· 
tende<] fur was a distinetion between whltt w:ts 
essentialttnd what was formal ; the precise terms 
were not essential, but what thev considered 
"'sential was the comluct of elections and the 
clearer definition of what were corrupt practices. 
He attached very little importance to the pt·ecise 
m()(le of punishment. 'rhe <tnestion "" to the 
tribunal for trying election petitimm could not 
be dealt with in that Bill. 

The Ho:-~. Sm. T. J\IuiLWHAlTH Haicl that 
ihe hon. rr1mnber as~nrned too rnnch ::tltogctlwr if 
he assumed tlmt the Opposition ha<l eon<'edccl 
that the Bill was a good one. He himself lmd 
conccdcd-·he clicluot know whether other hon. 
lllernLerB ha.d-that there 'vaH Hmuethi11g- good 
in the Bill, and "" far as they lmtl gone he like<! 
it, a.nd thought it wns an hnprovernent on the 
l:tw as it nt present Htood. At the smne time he 
would not sacrifice that opportunity of muen<ling 
the lnw in a much more important respect. 
They \nmld not be content to be left in the same 
pof:;ition a..s they ·were in at pre~c11t-uf allowing 
the Elections nnd (lualiiic;ttion" Committee the 
]Jower of debarring lllelnberM fron1 Hitting during 
Parliament. That wou!tl be the case, fOl' the 
reason that the proposecllaw gave the Electim1s 
and Qtmlifications Committee the power in two 
ways. In the firot place, it gaYe them <liroctly 
1nore power by increa~ing the ra.te of puni:.;h­
rnent ; and in the next place, by increa~ing 
the num!Jer of offences. That was a point 
upon which they had not the ~lig·htest pm­
lni~e of a cnnccb,~ion frmn the (}o\·errnllcnt. J-[e 
believed that if they left the 1 Hlwers of the El ec­
tinnH Counnittee as they were-the lll1nishu1ent 
for offences being increa8ed a~ they were--it 
woul<l be a very bad Bill and moot objectionable. 
The great point wrts that they ou~·ht not to 
lnf.ie an opportunity of obtaining \Yhat they con~ 
"idered a great reform; and thllt it wnnlcl he 
a great reforrn to taJce the trial of election~ 
out of the hnnds of that Committee few hon. 
members would deny. It was LJnite poc.,,ihle 
a.nothor n1eans 1night be Huggcr;te J by further 
rlebate. J'\n othee means h,M] been sus·gcsted 
by the Government, and the courts of law "ere 
the altcmati ve most often nrl Yocctte<l by lJOth 
sides of the Committee. 'rhey knew the <lclmte 
would not go on that night \Vithout walldcr­
ing frmn the point, rtnd thnt, in fact, they 
would he \Va~ting a good denl of tin1e. .At 
the same time, it "''" the determination of 
the Committee to fully dehnte the mattnr, 
and the Goverment shonld permit it to he fully 
debated. The hon. member for Port Cnrtis might 
fairly aok that he ohould be allowed to debate 
the 1notion in a regnlar 1vay. Tf they aHowe(1 
the queRtion to go to a divi~ion n(nv, and the 
hon. 1uember cnuunenced to debate it to-nwlTow 
nig-ht, the Premier could, and no donbt would 
slty that that woulrl be obstruction. They were 
not going to put into the hon. lnenl11er's hand 
that \Veapon to use agn.inst thern. In a ca~e of 
that kin cl the hon. member shonld wish to avoicl 
obstruction; he wrts sure that he himself \vished 
to avoid it ; but it could only be done by con· 
ceecling the fullest powers of debate to the 
Opposition. If they could not get what they 
ttskecl for without oh><truction, they would have 
to get it by obstruction. 

The PJ(K\IIEn sai<l he did not nndcrsbnd the 
hem. "entlemcn when he said there could be no 
di~cn~sion npon the question to-ni~ht. \Vith 
the exceptwn of the hon. memlJcr for l'ort Cnrtis, 
almnst eYery member on the Op]lositi<m side had 
spoken on the subject; most of them twice, 
and :-;ollK of thcn1 three tin1es, n.nd the bou. 
mem\Jer for Bowen had formrtlly replied npou 
the whole debnte. Everybody suppo,;ed the 
question was going ton (livision at once; hn~ it 
became a.o plain as posoible thrtt different tacttcs 
were adopted after that. Hon. utemlJcrs knew 
that the matter had been thrashed ont; the 
hon. member in charge of the motion had 
formally replied, and then different tactics were 
taken. · The Lon. s·ent!eman said in effect that 
he would not allm,~ the subject of elections to be 
touched un]e,;s he g·ot hi,; own way. If that was 
the case they wonl<l know wlP1t to do. The hon. 
"eutlcumn 'meant to say the Bill should not 
]mss. He (the Premier) had been afraid of some­
thing of that kind for Hmue week8 l);t,St, hut he 
hopecl it wonlclnot lJe .~o. The two parts of the 
Bill were entirely separable. Sofnr as they hccd got 
might lJe a Bill Cllllll,Jete in itself, and he hoped 
to ;:.;ee it pa:-;:-;od. The Oppo:-:ition, of course, could 
prevcut anything bucmning la\v, hut they conltl 
not succeed in getting wha.t they wanted to 
becmne b,w in thi:.; ctdG. The hon. gentle1nan f:la .. id 
the Ci-n•;enuuent had 1nacle 110 concel':lsion. l fc 
said they oHered Yery large concc.,sions. He 
was willin;:· to let the ma.tter remain i" otatu (jliO 

so fnr as the :Elections Conllnittee 'vas concerned 
with the exception of smne alteration~ defining 
the oHcncc><, The hon. m em her sn.icl that hon. 
lllE'niher;:; on the Uovermnent ~ide of the J:-[on:--e 
did not follow the ltrg·ml1ents n,;ed in 1872 by the 
c·:une partY. The time the hon.member referred 
to \Yas in 1871, before he (the Premier) was a 
member of the Houc;e at all. The only mem· 
her of the party now who wa,; a member of the 
House at that time was the :\:liuioter for \Yorks, 
arHl he cliclnot think that he advocated the tran.o­
fcrenc~; of the trial of dis]mtecl elections to a judge 
of the :Supreme Conrt. It \Ya·,, therefore ccbt<tml 
to say that they shoulcl follow the argtmwnts user! 
by tli~ pccrty led by J\lr. Lilley in 1871. The 
(Jo, ern1nent llid not c(nuphtin of fair de hate !"lt 
all, \mt what they did complain of was to hnYo 
speeches made evidently for the Jmrpo><c cf 
occupying tillle. ::Ooute of that had taken place 
thnt nig·ht. Hon members hltcl looked nt 
tbc clock and appeared to have nwde np 
their n1inds tn go on nntil half-paNt 10 o'clock. 
A ftcr that th~y appeared to decide to go 
on fnrther. He had intimated the conrse 
\\·hich the Gov-errnnent nnmt take in re:-:pcct of 
the Bill. ,\.she had "nid before it was <leoiral>le 
that the pmvic:ions of that port of the Billnp to 
which they hctd now ~ot shoultl become law; and 
the portion of the Bill they \vere now cli:-;unRHi11g 
might be snspmHled nntil a <liffercnt electit,~ls 
tri\mnal W<~S created. That had been done m 
Engl:md lately with reopcct to the Hec;·istration 
Bill. It was decicle<l to snspen<l its operation 
nntil the Rblistril>ntion Bill ha< I been l '""eel. 
That wa~ a, ntatter to which the ( ~nvern1nent 
(lid not attach very great inlpurtance at the 
present time. The lion. gentlem:m said tlmt 
no suggestion had been 111ade cluring the t1u­
lmte ·:ts to any triumutl that could be 
oul"titnterl fur the Elections and Qnalific:ttions 
Committee. He had hltd the ,natter under hio 
consideration on 1nanv OCf:asions before the pre­
sent and he had ne,~c;· been able to devise a satis­
fact!Jry substitute for the Elections Committee. 
So far as he hac! got at the present ti1_ne he cl id 
not think the jndg·" \n>nld do, allll he dlll not see 
his \YfiY to formulate anything else at the present 
time. If the majority of the Hon,;c re:clly 
desired a clmnge he had no objection to the ];ill 
being frmnccl in ouch a way ao to nmke it the 
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dnty of the Government to bring forwanl "ome 
scheme to take the place of the ]~lections Com­
mittee when they could find time to do it, but to 
introduce such a scheme in the Bill before them 
was r1uite impossible. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\IoiLWUAITH said he did 
not r1uite under~tand the hon. 1nmnher in regard 
to wlutt he thoc.ght mi~·ht be clone in suspending 
the operation of Part VI. of the Bill. 

The PllE'\IIEll srtid that what he ha!l srcid 
wa,; thi,; : that if it was thought desimhle 
tlmt those powers should exist, but that they 
,.;lwuld not be conferred npon the Committee of 
l~lections and Qualifications, the provision should 
l1e made to apply to the Elections Tr·ibunal 
without declal'ing its constitution, anrl there 
could be a. Rnspen~ory clauf;e suspending the 
operation of that part of the Act nntil the 
Legh<bture dealt with the constitntion of the 
l•:lections Tribunal. It was not a part of the 
scheme of the Government, to which they 
'"ttachcd importance, to increase the power of 
the Elections Committee. 

'rhe Hox. Sn: 'r. 1\IoiLWRAITH sai<l he 
attributed great importance to what the Premier 
h:vl said with reganl to the snspen:;ion of the 
]H'<Jvisions of Part V I. of the Bill until the trilmmcl 
l1efore which di:;pntBd elections shuuld be tried 
w:ts constituted. Th:tt was a nmttcr worthy of 
their considet·ation, and they had now heard it 
for the first time. It dealt with the principal 
objection that had been urged ],y members 
of the Opposition. He put it to the Premier 
now in :tll f:cirness whether they Hhnnlrl not 
:tLljourn and think over what the hon. g·cntleman 
!mtl saitl. If they had heard that sormor they 
eould have corne to t-JOine conclusion. ..At all 
event~ he reg-arde(1 the ~uggestion now n1a.de 
:ts one \Vorthy of conki(leration. It wu.,s, 
howevPr, unreasonable to a,t;k the Con1n1ittee to 
cmne to a divi:-:5ion on the a1nendrnent propo~erl 
by the hon. member for Bowen, until they had 
thought out the jn·opo.sitiou made by the 
l'rCiuier. .A.f-3 to there having· been any inten­
tional oh"truction on the p:cl't of the Opvo:;ition, 
thrtt wa.s not the case. He nntle1·,;tood the 
l'rcmior to :;ay that he had :mticitmted and 
heard that they inten,led to obstruct some weeks 
b,wk. 

The PRE:\IH~E : Y cs. 
The Hox. Sm T. MciL\VR~\.ITH: Well, he 

could assnre the hon. gentlmnan that it was per­
fectly untme. He (:-lir T. ::\Icilwraith) \mnte!l 
to ,;peak on that matter, but he could nnt 
do so before 10 o'clock. He twice gave way, 
after rbing to Hpeak, to othnl' 1nmnlJers of 
the Cmmnittee. He enulrl not see the slightest 
rLttcmpt on the ]mrt of hon. memlJers at ,;peak­
ing relevantly to the ]\ill until after 11 o'clock. 
The Premier then got ont of teu1per and 
would insist thrct they were ob,.;tructing. The 
hon. gentlemm1 knew perfectly well tlutt if 
HlOtives of that sort were imputed even by 
nwtion:3 of the hotly or sotto rote t·etnarks 
hmtrd across the tablo. it wnnld affect m·•m­
bcrs on tlmt side of the Committee. But 
he a,lmitted tlmt the pm;ition of the matter 
was now changed by whrtt the Premier hrccl 
><taterl with rcganl to l'art VI. of the llill, and 
he at'kC{l the h(m. gentlenutn now~ in tbe 
interest of the House 'md in order to get on 
with the work, to move the Chairman out of the 
chair and allow the debate on tlmt :;nhject to 
cmno on to-tnot'l'OW. In the men,ntirne, they 
would consider the proposal he had made, :tnd he 
would ask the hon. gentlem,1n to consider it too. 
As far as the Bill had gmlC' he apjn·oyecl of it, 
and wonld like to :;ee it become law. He 
thonght tktt the snggestinn ,,f the Premier, with 
l"DgiLrtl to Part VI., wonlcl be a g·ood emnprmui . ..;e, 
but it rer1uired some little cunsideration. In the 

mm1.ntime, the hon. gentleman could not fairly 
aiik them to bind themselves on the matter, and 
go to a di \'ision on the amemlment proposed 
by the hon. member for Bowen. 

The PREJ\IIlnl 'aiel he did not ask the leader 
and members of the Opposition to bind them­
selve,; in any way. It would be ahmrd to ask 
them to do so. They had the whole of the 
remainder of the }jill to discuss. He did not 
a:-;k hon. rnernberR to bind thernsclves in any 
way, but he did ask tlmt the motion proposed 
by.the hrm. member for Bowen should be db­
p;,sed of; that was all. 'l'he r1uestion couhl be 
raised again by the hon. gentleman. If he 
'vi:-3hed to raise it again, there was nothing to 
prevent hin1 doing so. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said he 
knew 'luite well that there was some anxiety on 
the jXLl't of a brgc number of members on the 
other side of the Committee to see their names 
in the clh-ision list. He could say this-speak­
ing for member,; on his side of the Committee-­
that obstruction was not intended, and that the 
compromi:;e in Part VL sugg·e,;ted by the Premier, 
would receive their HHliit f:tvourablo considem­
tion, but they w"nted to disctu<S the matter, and 
would take a division as soon as the debate was 
oyer. They wanted a fair deb:tte, and nothing 
rnore. 

l\Ir. LISS:\'Elt said the Premier stated tlmt 
all the members on that side of the Committee 
had spoken. He had not addres~ed the Com­
n,ittee.. He was genemlly a silent member rmd 
was not an ob,;trnctioni:;t. He intended to speak 
on the subject, lmt he thou;;·ht it was rnther late 
to do t;O :1t 1 o'clock in the nwrning. He did not 
care for the Election:; and Qualifications Cnm­
mittee. He did not like the aspect of the 
House that ni~·ht ; there wa,; too much of the 
BalaclaYa charge about it. He thoug·htit woulrl 
cmne with goo(l grace frmn the Prender if he 
n1:1de a concession to lwn. n1ernberr; and a..lltnvetl 
them to go home at tlmt hour, for they had had 
quite enough debate for that night. 

The PRK~HEH said he hoped the hon. gentle­
man would not think that he intemlerl any cli.,. 
conrte ... ,y in f:ln.ying that a..ll the niCrnben; on the 
OplH"ition side of the Committee ha!l spoken. 
\Vlmt he said "'''" that he understood all hem. 
members on that side who desired to spe:ck had 
spoken. 

question-That the Ch:cirman leave the chair, 
repol't progre~N, a,ncl ask lea,ve to Hit again~ put, 
rtnd the Committee divided .:-

~\_rJ·;~, }). 

Sit• T. :\icllwraith, ")Ic::;~rs. );orton, Stcycn~, Clmbb, 
Govett, Blaek, Lb;~ncr, :Jlorchcm1, and Hamilton, 

:XoE:-:. 2n. 
:JJr1-(f'.l'~. Dickf.:.on, "JHlr:s, -:\Iorcton, 1tntledg-e, Grillit h, 

:Jic::\la::-:tor . .Slawhlan. Dntton, J~rookr..; .. Jordan, ·white, 
hambert, HrtilC\·, "\\-akc!i.cld. 1Icllor, Bucklarul, Grime:-;, 
Camphcll, 1Iacf;nhme, and Alnncl. 

Question re~olved in the negatiYe. 

:i\Ir. XOTI TOe\ e<airl it seemecl the position they 
had arri ,-ed at was that the Gm·ernment intencled 
to :;top the jJroper !liscnssion of that important 
,,nbject by hon. members of the Oppo:;ition. 
They intenrled to pre,·ent the expressions of 
opinion of hon. 1nemben; being recorded in Hnn­
sm·d in the nsnal way. They not only intended 
to do that, but no time was to be allowed to con­
sider the alternati ,-e prnpo:;nlR which the Prmnier 
had made. i\ow, was it fair th,ct neither one of 
those thing, shonlr1 be tccceded? He thought the 
cnndnct of the debate had heen a.-; creditable a~ 
:tny debate he had ever heard, and there had 
lJecn no cli,;po:;ition on the part of hrm. member.s 
tu ob:;truct the mc,wure. He, fur one, did not 
intend to enter upon any discns,;ion to-night. 
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He had asked fairly, as one who was prc­
parecL. to ;;pcok setiou,Iy upon the suhjcct, an•! 
who wi<:::;hetl to bring fon'~>·anl subject M 1nattcr 
that had not been introduced, that the dolmte 
might be postponed, hut the l'remier refnse<l 
thtct. The fact was the Premier wanted to ~·et 
out of any further discnssion on the subject. 
He knew that what he (Mr. ::\'orton} said "a; 
true : tlmt the actions of the House were held 
in contempt by the people outsi<le when they 
were applied to the position of any member of the 
House; but it would redouml to the crc<lit of the 
l'remier if he were to allow the Committee to 
ttdjourn and go home. The position they had 
got into was not likely to hnvrove nmtters or 
improve the ten1pers of hon. InmnberH, and no 
useful di;,cussion could be proceecle<l with tlmt 
night. The Premier knew that what he (\Ir. 
Norton} oaid was true, ttn<l yet he insi.;tccl npon 
tllmn remaining- there. The one }n~oposal uutde 
by the hm1. gentleman, he oaicl, they mu,;t accept 
that night or not at all. 

I'!te PRK\IIE.R : I did not say anythin;.;· of 
the kin<l. 

Mr. NOH.'rON: Those were the hot.,; uf the 
ca.Re. 

The l'ltE:iUJ<:ll : Not at all. 
Mr. KOHTON: Ho g:ne the hon. g·cntlmn:m 

as point-blank'" denial a.s he had l'ocei,·ml. He 
did not wish to be rude, but if the Premier sot 
the example he would follow. J\Iembcr.s of the 
Opposition side had oxpresoml their willingno''" 
to give the tn·npo~al grnve conFddera.tion, and all 
they asked for wets that sntliciunt time slwnlcl 
be g-iven for consiLleration. \V a", that nln·c:-tson­
ah!e? The fccct of the matter waH that if they 
WOn! to ue treated in that Wtty the (i OHl'lllllOllt 
were not likely to got un very f~·;t with thei1· 
hnsiness. He did not wish to oifcr any ohstl'l!c­
tion to the Dill, but the oUlJjcct brought forwccnl 
by the hon. rnmnbcr for Dowen on~·ht to have 
full discussion, aml he claimed the right to dis­
cus:; it as well as any other hon. member. 

'l'lm l'REMIEJ-t :;aid be ha<l already st:tted 
tlmt the hon. gentleman ;;lwnl<l have tlie fullest 
opportunity for dbcu:-::.-;ion. }f e would gi\·e l1hn 
:t whole day to him,.elf. There \Y:tol no intention 
of preventing llhn hmu ~pcnkin~ nn the Hubject. 
That wa,; not the question at all. It had bcon 
pointed ont that if the amendment of the hon. 
1uember for Dowen were canit'<l the Bill wou],] 
come tn :tn end. 'l'hcy all knew that, ancl he 
tlwnght the anwncltncnt had lteen fnlly al1(] 
fnirly di-;cn~~ed. The lwn. lllClllber fnr i!>(l\Vt~n 
hntl hin1self ~IJOken in reply, .-.;1mnnint-; up the 
whole clebctte, and everyone expcetccl :t division 
woulcl take place. Then ouddenly an attempt 
"'"' m,t<]e to ob.,trnct the 1Jill. He said tltrlt 
Wa:-) all lllll'ell~'iHl:cLlJ}o po.-;ition to take U/J. rfho 
Sllltject haviHg· been delxcted fully, it wa., fa.it' 
that the l+overmnent :;]wulrl nsk that it slwuld 
be <li:-;po~efl of. The l1o11. llletul J01' fo1· J>ort 
Curtis conhl n1ake anothel' .spoceh on the sub­
ject to-morrow if he Jllea,sed, but he (the 
l'remier} :;ilnply wished t<J otate that tl1e Gov­
erJnnent 'vere prepared to g-o nn "·ith the Bill, 
if the amendment of the !ton. member fot· Bnwen 
were ,]isposo<l uf and nep;ati\-e<l. If the amend­
ment were carried the Bill c,cme to nn encl. The 
Opposition were coumlitted to nothing; they 
were perfectly free to t1i~cns:-:; every clan,<;; of 
the Bill to the very end, ami he did nut :t.;k 
them tu commit themselves to anything. He 
ha,d intinw,ted that evening, being anxiou~ to 
get the Bill through, that he should be pre­
pnred to grant u,ny rem.;onable cnucqssiou, lntt 
if the amen<hnent of the hou. member for Do wen 
were carried that would defertt the llill, because 
the Govermnent were not prepared to <1.ccept the 
amendments in their prm;eut shape. \Vhat he 

had been trying to do was to ae,ist hem. members, 
rtncl at the snme time not suicidally throw up 
the position of the Governnwnt. 

}Ir. J\IOHEHJ~AD hcticl the Premier foqot 
that he wade n proposition which wnnld alter 
the position of affairs with reg·a~d. to the lli!l, 
;md tlmt the leader of the Oppo.,ttwn had very 
properly asked time for its conoidercttion. There 
could not be a better answer to the charge of 
obstruction tlmn th:1t m.cde by the leader 
of the Opposition, who a.sked whether it ''"'' 
likely the Oppositirm benche.s would be in 
f.lnch. a state if organisrd ol1struction exi~tcd. 
r_rhe hon. gentleHUlll kne\V there had been 110 
attem]Jt to obstruct. The question was a most 
impmtant one, aucl had be,_m met lmlf-way by 
the leader of the Opposition; and it was unfair, 
un;,·enerons, and untrue on the part of the 
Premier to scty that there hall been :my >tttem1•t 
on the part of the Opposition to mganise obstruc­
tion to tbo passage o£ the lllOfv~nre. He had dis­
cn,-.;scd a ;jOod 1nany clau"~;:'" in the Dill, _Lnt never 
\vith any intention of offering any fa,ctwn:s oppo­
sition. He believed it wcto the intention of the 
(iovcrnmcnt to do what they could to purify 
elections, and he believed every member of the 
Committee wa.s <lesirous of helping in that object. 
The tjUC'Jtinn of sitting up ttll night ttffected the 
1"xccntive of the colony morC' than it affected 
him, becau:<e they had the bt»iness uf the 
eonntry to a,ttcnd to in the lllOI'ning, ana no one 
wi;.)hecl to affect. their capalJility for carrying ont 
that lmsitJces. 'l'he Conm:ittce was in n fairly 
uood tmupor-ho had ncv·er seen hon. lllCinbers 
~1 sn good a. te1nper r~t that honr-and he 
tlwug-ht the l'remier might fairly mnve the 
Chainnau out of the chrtir amllet them w]Jonrn 
till a later hour. llc wao sure the l'rcmier 
won1d :-ieC the expediency of aclopting that cou1 "c. 
He took it that the Gm·ermnent did not inteml 
to ohstrnct t.heir 0\\"11 1neasnrc, and they mig-ht 
accept the ]>osition indicated Ly the Premier­
that there had been a new departure-and move 
the Cbairmctn out of the chair. 

Jilr. llHOOKI<:S eai<l he was in a YCl'Y good 
lnuuonr, ancl he con~Tatnln,tec1 the hon. lllCllJ lJer 
for Bu.1onuc nu hi.i te1uper, bnt ho dicl not :Lg-ree 
\rith the hnn. 111mnhcr':-; i-(tnte1nent regnnli11g· a 
new <lcparturo. He had listenecl to the kiwi 
of clue! between the l'rcmicr and the leader of 
the Oppositinn hut he hacl Been no new depar­
ture. "\wl if the hon. member for l'ort 
Curti,, would a.!low him, he would my tlmt his 
conduct \Va~ utterly ri(licnl(nm. The leader of 
the Oppn· it inn wanted to ha\'c the matter 
thot·ou8·!t]y thmshcd out; llut he (:\Ir. Brookoc:) 
rcoeardcd tho debate on the hun. lHctlllJCr for 
Dt~wen':::; ~uuendu1ent a8 being ahnady thoron.~bly 
cxha.n~ted; and no one knew that hotter than 
the hon. llJCmbcr for l>ort Curti;-;, who stoocl 
up "fter the cl el.Jate hac! Ja.,tecl fonr or Ji \'C 

hour~ antl dai1ued the right to 1nako [1, speech 
to-1wn·row on the :-:;ubjcct. The hon. gent1e­
nuul a~l•:J.;(l hn nnrertHOJl<tblc thing·, bccau~c hl,-; 
spc8ch conic! just a:< well be maclc when the 
tribnnal bn:-;int.'"'S \\as disposed of. ] fe, for oue, 
"·nnl(l be qnite willing to ]i:-;ten to hhu, though 
he knew the amount of fatigue thctt implied. 
.\n<l what was the new dcpitrtnre? "\11 the 
l'remie1· mi<l was that when they g<>t over 
the tribunal question he would arrange the 
other p>erts of the Bill so as to provicle for that 
qnef'tion being reopened nt son1e futl~re iiuw. 
It soemocl to be uf no use for the Preuner to tell 
lwn. gentlen1en oppo:site, oyer a,nd over again, 
that he cli•l not attach any importance to the 
pnuitive clctu><es-tlwy seemed as if they did 
not hear him. The .supporters of the Gov­
ernment had l.1eeu jibed with cwting under 
order~, and hon. mcmbcr.s opposite plumed 
themselve' with not actin::; under order-;; 
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but let them have bir pby. He did not 
ebarge hon. rnmnlmrs OJlpoHito with ::wting 
umler the onlers of the lectder of the Oppoc;ition. 
It seemed to be ,,u ppo,;ecl by the Oppositiun that 
there were members on that side who woulcl 
vote for the amendment if they were free to 
vote as they ple:lced. He did not believe that, 
ttml wns r1uitc prepC~red to put the 'lucstion to the 
te,;t lJy a rli vision. 

l\Ir. NOR TON said the hrm. member had not 
thrown a my of fresh light on the subject. As to 
the fresh rlqmrture-the fre.sh departure was th:1t 
the hon. member wa,; in hi,; seat. The hrm. 
1nmuher W:1H generally absent except when a 
divi~ion \VaB expected, and then he VY:1s gene­
ndly ~een rrnerging frmn the ba.ck prernh;es to 
tctke his part in it. He hoped the Premier 
would reconsider his decision anrl let the dis­
cn~Hinn be continued n.nd finiBhed to-1norrow. 
He (1\Ir. ~orton) coulil talk for hours if he chose, 
hut he hoped it wonlcl not be lWCeRmry to keep 
hon. members and officer' of the House out of 
their beds. The Premier seemell ,,omewh:ct 
sleepy, so he "·rmld now move the Chairman out 
of the chair. 

The rllEMIER said they knew what one 
member of the Committee could rlo if he chose to 
be unwise, and he had no wish to persuade the 
lwn. nwml1er to be l<·"'s nn,vi:-;e thn,n he sceu1ctl to 
]Je. He rr"c to point out th:tt the action of the 
Government hacl been perfectly fair. The debate 
was formally closed at half-P''"t 11 by tlw speech 
in ruply frmu the hon. 111Clllber in charge of the 
:tmemlment. If the motion were curried the 
]\ill would be at an end; if ncg-e~tive<l, the 
l \ill would be gone on with. The hands of the 
Oppmition were ahsolutely free ; he askerl for 
no aosnrance of any kind from them. But if 
they were to debate at t!Jat length every 
rjuestion that might be mised they W<.'uld 
never get tlmmgh the Bill. Considering the 
nature of the lmsiness, the Government had 
shown every desire to facilitate the wishes of 
hon. members. After the rlcbate was closer!, it 
could not be expected to be reopened in order 
tn ailow a,n hon. 1nmnber, wbo ]utd not preYion~ly 
made np hio mind tn take p·,rt in the debate, to 
reopen it. The hon. member tolrl him he had 
not 1nade up his rr1ind to speak on the subject. 
The Grwemment did not wbh to prevent the 
hou. lllCllll1C:r for Port CurtiR frmn airing Id::; 
elorp1Cnce, hnt there were a dozen other dan:·w" 
in the Bill on which it wonlrl lw perfectly 
~tppropriate. rrhere could be only one venlkt 
g-iven on the cmulnct of the Opposition, and that 
was that they were guilty of extremely wanton 
obotrnctiun. 

J\Ir. ]'\()It TOX saicl he was sorry the hon. 
member shonlrl h:we done what he had often 
condcnnwU in other:-;, in repeating- a private cun­
YCNLtion y,'hich had taken place outside. Ho 
(I\Ir. :c\orton) was ontc;icle li><tening to the rlcbate 
when the :Premier askerl him if he intended to 
Hpeak; and he 8aid he wa:-; not sure that he 
'vonlrl. It was not cn~ton1ary for hon. nlentlJet'K 
on one sirle tu tell hon. members on the other 
what they intenlled to do ; and when he wm; 
asked be very Neldmu ga' e a <lircet auR\\·er. lt 
1ni:-;·ht not Lo convenient for hin1 to give it, and 
it might Le convenient for the other Hide to get it. 
He ha< I been waiting all the e\,ening to ·'J>Cak 
without getting an oppOI'tnnity, and other mem­
bers also wished to speak. He did not nndorstaml 
from the hon. member for Bowen thnt he intended 
his speech to be a speech in reply ; anrl certainly 
it was never understood th<tt the debate had 
formr~IIy closed. Re had known the Premier 
hi1nself on nwrc than ono occa.sinn speak after 
the opener harl replied; tlmt kind of thing was 
done repeatedly ; it was done only the c other 
day. 

Mr. CHUUB said th:1t when he spoke in reply 
he thought no other hon. member wished to speak. 
])nrin6 the evening two hem. Illeiubers on that 
side, and one on the other side, had told him 
they were anxionti to ~peak in f~1vour of hiK 
amendments ; lmt they left the House under the 
impression that it would not go to a divic<ion 
th<et night. Other hlCllllJers who harl spoken 
luvl also left, though they wicJhed to record their 
votes on the subject. 

Mr. :\IOREHE"'cD ch·ew attention to the state 
of the Ccnnrnittee. 

Qnornn1 forn1ed. 
l\fr. CHUBB s;tid that, as some members who 

·were nnxions to speak a.nd others who wishcfl to 
record their ,·otes h:cd left the Houc<e, he woulrl 
suggest that they ~lwnlcl tvljourn. 

Mr . .f\IOJCEHl•~AJ) proposed that the Chair­
Juan leave the chair, report progrc,,~, and ask 
le:oYe to sit a·.:ain. 

Que,;tion put, ami the Conuuittec diYiLlccl :­
AYl·:s, 5. 

::.\lcb~rs. Hamilton, 3Iorchond, Xorton, Li:-3.-;ucr, and 
Govett.. 

XOE'-', 17. 
I\le~sr::o. Grifnth, ::\Iorcton, ltnt.lcd.~c, Dnt.tou, Diek.'-'Oll, 

SllL'l'i.(lan, :Jic.Jia:-~tcr. Bailey. ::\lc:llor. Bnck!nlHl. Ala.nd, 
\fhito, I::;amb~.:rt, ,Jordan, .Urooku.~, Grime~:, and :Jlue­
fal·lane. 

( lno:-3tion re~ol vccl in the ncg·ati vc. 
The C}LU!l:\1AN oaid he wonld resume the 

clwir in a (1narter of an honr. 
On the Counnittec re:·nnrling, 

The PRK\IIER c<ttirl he dill not likr to .~ive nn 
nece:---,: .. Jry infonnation, lJnt the last 1110Lion nwde 
was of a most 1musn:cl cluwacter. It waH that 
the Chairrnan leave the chair, report progrm;;;, 
and a~k leave to :;;it ~~ . .;ain. That uwtion "\\as ncg:.t­
tivcd, and the consequence was that the Chairm;m 
wonll1 ha Ye to ~:;it until smnething \Vas clone, a:::; 
a sin1ilar nwtion conld not be l)Ut until smnething 
wa., done. In all hi,; experience such a caoe haLl 
not occnrted before. l{o\v nmny alternative.-; 
were there left? One \\"'" that the motion of 
the hon. Ill€1HlJel' for Bo\ven conlJ lJe negatin'tl; 
or it conld be withdrawn ; or the Hon··l' could lm 
counted ont. 

Mr. !\IOEEHE \J) •,aid that aio the Clmirm'm 
W<ts probctbly clearer npon the point than the 
hon. Premier, he wr<nld be ;;lad if he would 
iuft>rn1 tl1e Conuuittee what hiH exact position wa~. 

'l'he Hox. S11t 'l'. :\[clLWHAITH ,,aiel if the 
Ch:tinu:m had power to ><ay that he wonlrl 
resnme the chair in a qnarter of an honr all(\ left 
it, hu had Crju:cl power to lea\'e it for thirteen 
hours. 

:\Ir. ?IIOltEHE;\J) s:tirl it was ro:clly a UH• t 
import:mt point which had been raioed l>y the 
lcarlul' «f the Oppm<ition. Jf the Ch:.tinu:m 
cnnld on hl.'"i own llLotion :-;:ty he wonl1l rc'iUlttC 

the chnir in a (i\.l~trtcr of nn hour lw nli;;ht <LJ~o 
say he would re.-:nnne it seven ym1rf:\ hence. 

The Hox. Sm '1'. 1\IuiL IVIL\ITH eairl thnt 
such a procedure wrts not prodded for in tlwit· 
Stamling OrderH. The only thing· that might 
jn.stify it was precedent. The Premier h:trl 
r:ng;..;·estecl thn.t the hon. n1mubcr for ljowen 
nlwnld withdmw hi." motion, and sbtcd that tire 
Clminnan might then lc:I\"O the chair. If the 
ttlllendrucnt \Vere withdnt\Vll on the nnder.stalHl~ 
ing that the hon. uwrnLer could nwvc it ag-ain at 
'"later hour of the day, there could be no objec­
tiOn. 

'l'he rREMIEH: There is nothing to prevent 
his n1oving it again if he '" ~'tnt~ to do ~n. 

The Hox. Sm T. MclLWUAlTH: Then 
they would be exactly whore they would hlcve 
been if the l'remier had moHJd the Chairman 
out of the chair at 11 o'clock. 
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The PRE:\IIER sctid the lcctder of the OJ'P"'i­
tion we~ntc<l tu know wlmt would be the conse­
qncncc if the hon. u~en1ber· for J3owcn withdrew 
hi;; motion ? The conse'luence would be thttt it 
would be withdrawn, and they would be very 
mnch where they were at 7 o'clock that evening. 
There lmd been " great deal of debate on the 
Rnbject, and perhap' if the subject were rcp­
prmtchcd at a later hom of the day some work 
conld be done. "\Vhether the hon. member 
for Bnvven 'vonid deNirc to renew his rnotion 
at a Inter hour was a matter for his own con­
:-;iderntion. 

The Hox. Sm T. 1\IciL WJL\.ITH said in 
order that the Chairman might explain his 
l""ition he woulcl move that he now leave the 
chair. 

The PHE:\IIl~R sai,l such a motion could not 
l•e put, hecmme it had alrc:cdy been put :md 
nega,tivecl. The hon. rnernber di(l not nwve the 
right nwtion, nnd the Chainu~1n conld not nwve 
until progress ha.d been umde. 

::\[r. MOIUUH;_\.D se~id "" hr as he con!,! 
umlerstrmd the Chairman wm; fixed in the ehair 
for ever. 

The l'H,K:\UEll : Until progre.'" is reported. 

l\lr. MOREHEAD asked how the hon. gen­
tlernall propo:--ecl to 111ake lJI'Ogrct':l~? }lerlmpH 
the Chairman would explain how he stood in the 
matter. 

The ClL\.IRl\L\K: I lmvc no <1nhtion to 
]lllt except the motion of the hon. member for 
lll)Wen. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\IcTL\YlL\ ITH: I have 
moved that the Chairman leave the chair. 

The PHEJ\ITER: I object to the motion being 
]lnt, becm1se it involves the last motion which 
baR been negatiYed. 

Mr. 1\IOlu<;I-IK\ ll said that was what he 
wnnted to get "t. "\Vlmt was the position of the 
Chairman ? The leader of the Oppmition had 
Jll'opost'<l that the Chairlllan leave the chair and 
the l'remier sai<l he could not tlo so. He really 
did not kl10w what \Yonlcl happen, and he shonlcl 
like the Chairman's rnling as to whether he 
c<mlclmovc out of the chair or not. 

The CHAIR::\L\)1 saicl th:ct according to 
"l\Ia,y" nuwtion to report progre~\:-;, havi11g been 
ncgati\"8<1, could not be repeate<l cluring- the 
pemlency of the same 'lllestion, hut conld be 
:tltcmate<l with the motion "That the Chaimmn 
dn nuw lenYe the chair." I-Ie wa,s of opinion that 
the motion conltl be pnt. 

'l'he PllE~nErt sai<l that, rrs it mls :c nice 
point to decide, he moved tklt the Chairrmtn 
ieavu the chair :md repent the point of order to 
the 8J'eakcr. 

(lncstion put and pa:;sed, and the House re­
cnmed. 

J\Ir. FRASER sai<l: ::\Ir. Speakcer,-A motion 
wn:;; miLde in connnittee a short tin1e :1go that I 
do now le: we the chair ; n.ml that was negati Ye d. 
~nlJ:..;eqncmt to that another 1110tion W<lH tnoved 
that I do uow now le:cve the chair, report 
prngresfl, anrl. ~t:-:k lea.ve to ~it a,gain: and that 
was negatived also. T adjourned the Committee 
for a short thnc, and, on resunling, it became 
a. fJUestion what po.sition I occupied--whether 
I could be moYecl ont of the ch:cir. The hon. 
member for l\Iulg-mve moved that I do now leave 
the chair. It was objected th:ct the motion 
conld not he put, and I gave it as my opinion 
tlmt it conic! he put, but that has been 
objected to also. I was requested then to re­
port t!Jis point of onler to you-whether it i:; 

competent to put the 'lnestion that I do now 
leave the chair? The following opinion on the 
point is from " J\I:ty" :-
~'A motion Hrhat the Chairman do now lea Ye the 

chair,' \Yhen carried, supcr::ocdes the bnsinc~s of a 
eonunittcc.'' 

But that motion was negativeri: con;;eqnently it 
did not superHe<le the proceeclmgN of the Cmn­
mittee. The subsequent motion, th:tt I do now 
ldnve the cha.ir, report progresl", a.nd a.Rk lenvc l:;o 
tiit ngnin, wn:-; n.l~o negati vml; cun::;eqneutly the 
proceedino·,s of the Conuuittee were not r:;nper­
sedecl hy" tktt motion. "J\Iay " goes on to 
say:-

"~"'-motion to report progress haYing bcrn ncgativPll. 
cannot be rep•'',ttcd flnring t ho pendeney of the same 
question, being subject to the same rule as that ob­
served in the IIonsc itself, whkh \Yill not admit of tL 

motion for the adjolU'UJnent ot' the (1~ha1c to be l'C}JOateU 
without ~nnc intcrmc· 1jatc Jll'OClCC(lm~. It haH, thcrc­
fnrc, bf'·'ll enstf)lllfll'Y to altnrnato the motion for report.~ 
jng pro~TeH~ with ihc motion 'That the chairman do 
now krLvc the chair.'" 

Upon that I ga.-o it"' my opinion that it was 
competent, notwithstanding the bet. that the 
motion that I do now leave the chmr, report 
progre~s, and ~tRk leaYe to ::-;~t a~ain, had been 
negati,-ed, to put the <[ncstwn thttt I clo now 
lctwe the chair. 

'rhe l'IU~:\HER: J\Ir. Speaker,-I mL;ed the 
question because it is a nice point, which in ~ny 
experience ha:-; not occurred before. The n1otlon 
"That the Chn,irm:mdo now letwetheclmir, repmt 
progrc:-;:s, anll a8k leave to t;it aguin:~' h_1vnlves aJI 
the -,epantte uwtions. and the qne~twn IH whether 
the motion "'Tlmt the Chairman do now le:we 
the chair'' can be immediately repeated. 

The Ho:-r. Sru '1'. MulL WlL\ITH said: The 
<lecision com8 to by the Committee before the 
point \vas raised \VaH '' Tha.t the Chairman 

1 should not leave the chair, report progTe:-; . .,, and 
' aRk leave to :-;it :1,gaiu"-that these three thing:.;; 
1 touether slmnld not be done; and I hol<l 

th';.t there is no reason why an alterna­
tive motion should not be moved-either "Tlrat 
the Chairman leave the chair," or "'J'hnt 
progress be reported," or "That leaY0 be 
a·,kell to sit llgtCin." I think tlmt the 
motion was collective, and that after we deciducl 
tlmt the three thing:; together should nut lJe 
dune, there is no re:tson why the first shoul<l not 
be moved afterwarck 

The SPK\ KER: The first motion, "That the 
Cbairillan do now lt:::ave the clutir, report progre.s:-;, 
and a.sk leave to Hit ag-ain,'' even though nega­
tivetl, does not di~pu~e in any "ray of the 
main 'luestion then before the Committee; aml 
I do not think the etiect of negativing tha~ 
nwtion was to prevent another !Lotion being put 
-"That the Chairman do now Je,we the chair." 
In order to enable :c motion of this kincl to be 
pnt, it rnust be a variation on the proceLlin;...; 
motion. The motion "That the C!utirman <lo 
no\V leave the chair, repnrt progre,.;s, and a~k leave 
to sit again," iK a Lli::;tinct 1notion of ib;elf, and 
asln; th~Committee to do three things; wheren.s a 
Yaria,tion i~ 1nadc 1JV a siuq)le uwtion that '"'J'he 
Chairman do now 'leave the chair.'' Therefore 
inllJy opinion the motion put-" That tire Clmir­
man· leave the chair"-is different from the 
motion negati vell by the Committee on a previous 
occa.l:iion, antl conse(lUently ca,n Le 1mt. 

The Committee rc,,nmtecl. 

Question-That the Chairman do now leave 
the chair-put. 

The Committee cli deled :­
..:\.YEs, 10. 

Sir '1'. ::\fcUwraitli. ::\fe,.,i:il'S. Chnbb, Xorton, Hamilton, 
Lis:mer, l\Iorchcad, GO\·ctt, l'almcr, Black, and Slcvcn:s. 
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XoEs, 20. 
:\Ir-ssrs. (;l'inith. :\Iile:o;, Rntlci.l~c. 'J{Ol'(·1.(ln, Shcri(lanf 

Dn1lon, Di<'kson. Al:mcl, Crime . ..,, ::\fcJI:Lstcr, Jlacfarlanc. 
Jiollor, 'fakclield, Bailey, 'rhito, I:·mmlJcrt, Ca.mlJbcll, 
PoxLon, Jordan, and_ Brooke~. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
::\Ir. l\IOitEHI<~AD saiu that as the Clmirnmn 

Reemccl very tired he would, in order to relieve 
him, move tlmt he do now h>1Ve the chair and 
re]JOl't progrestl. 

'rho ]> lll~::\IIElt sai<l that if hon. members 
were determined to exhiLit themse! ves to an 
~Mbniring country nothing coultl stop thern. 
Two members were quite sufficient to obstrnct. 

1\Ir. MU REREAD : That is exactly wh,ct we 
thought. 

The l'REl\IIEll said he had seen obstruction 
~t grent 1n:~ny thne~, bnt he. have never Aeen any 
mstancn hke tlmt before -Jt wa·~ utterly object­
less. 1""'he Govornn1ent httd mtvle verv fair and 
re:\son<clJ]e propneitinns ; they lmd offered the 
Uppo:::ition everything- that iny reasona,ble n1a,n 
could ask. Thcv had in no wn,v ende~tYOtU'ed to 
etop di.scuSbion ;"in fact they 'imd offered con­
ce."iom; tn the Opposition of a very liberal 
clutracter. And yet the Opposition were deliber­
:otely obstructing the busineHH of the country in 
a way he lmd never seen erjualle<l. He coulcf not 
inutgino what object they had in view. They 
were snpposPd to tneet there as reasonn,hle rnen 
and not :\S children disporting themselves. Th~ 
only reason o,s yet ghen for "]] the ohstmction 
that h:1Cl been m<Cr!e w:ts th>tt the hnn. mernlJer 
for Port Cnrti:-; wh;he(l to rnake a, Hpeech of con­
c;irlemhlc length, >tnrl that he thonght lmlf-past 
11 too late an hour to m:>ke it. The Govemment 
were \Villing to give that hon. lll811lher the whole 
of to-nlmTow evening to rnake a speech, if he 
chr"e; they had no wish to restrict his eloquence, 
hut were willing to give every facility for future 
rliscussion ; and yet hon. meinbers Sltt there-he 
confessecl he di<l not know what for. 

'fhe Hox. Sm T. MciL \VJL\ITH s:1id he was 
g-nin::; to 1uake an [Unen<hnent on the nwtion of 
the .h~111, llleillber for lJalonne, by prop<Jtiing the 
adchtwn of the \Vords, " nn<l a:-;k loaYe to t~it 
'"gain." The hon. member had blamed them 
for obstruction. ]-{e woulcl like sonte r:;pectators 
tD have been in the c;·a!lery for the l:tst h:tlf-honr 
without kno\ving what \V~ts going on, and to be 
a,;ked which sicle they thou~·ht w'"" olJstrncting 
the business of the conntty. It was the hon. 
nwntber hin1self who wa~ nbtitrncting businc~s by 
L·itterin~; av.-ay tin1e in having points referroll 
to the Spe~tker, a.nd ,-,o forth; mll1 now hP\\ as 
trying to got out of the :1bsurd pu:;ition he hatl 
put the Committee in. The Opposition delx•ted 
birly anc{ thoroughly np tillll, and previously to 
thtl.t the Government ,,ide got wonl that notl;in:.;­
wa.s to 1 1e said, and that a divi.sion \V:tK to 1 1e forced. 
Several members on the Opposition side who 
de~:dred to speak and vote w·eut away, on an 
undertaking being given by him (Si!· 'T. J\Icll­
wraith) that no division w<inld be taken. They 
"xpected th<1t the delmte wonld ]Je adjourned at 
11 o'clock; snrely tha.t wa~ la,te enough when 
the Government haLl three dftvs :t week. The 
hem. member sngc;·ested that ··they shonld "0 

to n rlivision on the 1notion of the hon. n1e1nl~r 
for BO\ven, ancl R:tid that the hon. member for 
Port Curtis might speak as much as be liked on 
the same motion to-morrow. \Vas not that a 
disgraceful proposition? \ Vho could posRibly 
resist a charge of obtitrnction if Hnch et. cours'e 
were pursued? They were determined not to 
vursue such a cmm<e, but to keep the matter 
open; and then the hun. member for Port C111tis 
wonl<l be perfectly in order in c;pe<tkincc 
to-nwrrow. It wa.~ des-rading for the hru{~ 
member to propose such a scheme. They were 

p!'C[Iared to debate the matter, but not to c::nry 
on "debate which the lwn. member might say at 
any tin1e wru; irregular. 

'The l'HE:UIJ<~R sflid it was a most remark· 
ftble thing that they should be told at 3 in 
the n1orning tlw.t hon. nlelnbers ha.d gonP n.way 
on the undertaking of the leader of the Opposi­
tion that a rlivi;ion would not be taken that 
night. It \Vas very ;:;ingul:1r that, if it were 
intended to a<ljourn the debate, not a word W"·' 
said ttbout it up till a <111:\rteL' to 12. \Vhen 
a debate went on after 11, it was gener:\lly 
under.,tood that it was the intention of 
both ;ides to conclude it ; and that was the 
underst:1nding the night Lefore. If the hon. 
member had told them tlmt hon. members 
h:cd gone aw:\y on his assurance that the 
<leb:\te would not finic;h, the way wonlcl hflve 
been plain; but they were not tulrl it till 3 in 
the 1norning, after three hours of the nw~t aiut~ 
less obstruction he had ever seen. The Govern­
ment had not asked that the matter shuuld 
be concluded that evening· : but they were 
dcterrninecl not to give way to lUPte pur­
poselm;H, objectles8 (JbHtrnction. The rna~{IJl 
why a (}overnrnent was bound to rnake n. r;kmd 
in a matter of tlu•t kind, even if thev did not 
gain any innneditl.te object, wa,; that the only 
thing which could tell in such a nmtter 
was public opinion; and the people who dcliber­
>ttely prevented public business from !Join~· 
transacted ,;houl<l ]Je exhibited to the public in 
their proper light. The hon. member had told 
them over ancl over again that he cliclnot believe 
in obstruction, but certainly the hnn.mmnbcr ha<l 
never seen ttn instance of the lefldcr of '" party 
countenancing obstrnction UTtder such cirClnu­
stance,_ as that evening. .T ndg-ing front the hon. 
nwrnber'ti action~:;, hb airn wa::; to prevent any 
further progress being· nmde with the Bill rlnring 
the present week. He Lelieved that for "ome 
week,; pflst the ob,;truction of that measure had 
l1ecn one of the principal objects aimed ftt by 
hon. mmulJor~ on the other Hitle. Two or three 
hour,; :1go he certflinly thought the hon. gcntlo­
lWlll W£LB di~lJOSOd to t.tlloW SOlll8 !Jl'Ogl'e"H to lJlJ 
lmtrle, hut now it wa . ., hanl to eHcape the belief 
that the Opposition wa,; determiner\ to prevent 
any progre::;s being rnade with the Bill. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL\VK\ITH sflid he 
was ollrprised to hear what harl fallen from the 
hon. meml1er after he lm<l distinctly tol<l him 
across the tttble tlmt seveml members !J,vl gone 
hon1e on hi.s assur[Lnco that no di vi~ion Wit8 

expected. 
The l'REJ'.IIEU : I never he<"rcl of it till this 

lll01ll8Ut. 

The ] fox. Sut 'I'. J\fclLWR"\.TTl [ H<ti<l the 
hon. 1ne11tber was in bi:-; plaGe wlwn he (:--;ir 
'rhorna~ ~Jcilwrc~:ith) roKe ~n(l gave it u:-; a rea;-;on 
why the Government should be reasonable and 
<-tcl,iourn. 

The l'rtE::\1IEH :No one on this "i<lc heard it 
The Hox. Sm 'r. ::UciL \YRc\ITH s:cicl he 

rose for the SlH;cial JllU']JOHO of infonning- the hon. 
member. The hon. membet :said me1nbers ou that 
si< le had not hcnrd him m<Cke nny ·"wh ·')leeuh, 
but hon. members themselves did not :my any­
thing of the sort. 

HOXOFJUBLE J\IE3lllEH~ : I di<lnot hc.w it. 

The Hox. Sm 'r. l\IciLWRAITH: Three 
hon. members say they die! not hear it. 

'rhe PREMIER: Xow, wh:\t members did? 
HoXOL'RABLE JVIEJIBERH : I did not. 
'rhe Hox. Sm T. ::VIoiL\VEAITHsttid he was 

astonishnd at that. ]~,·ery member un hi:s side 
he<ud him make the statement as a re,won why 
the Government should adjumn the debate. 
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The l'lU~;'.IIEU : I should have done it at 
once. 

Th<! Ho:'!. Sm T.l\IuiL WUAITH said he knew 
his recollecti!m could not play him false in a 
case of tlmt ~m1d. He was surprised at the hon. 
n1emb_er, w1th his experience of obstrnetion, 
opeakrn;;: of t}wt as an extraordinary piece of 
ol?stru~twn. The hrm. member had obstructed 
h_nn . m f1h;w;;t ever:c·thing. He first <lis­
tmgtw;he<l lnmself by hit; obstruction over the 
£:3,000,000 lmtn ; and. then followed the ob.struc­
twn on the 1nail service, which \va.s carriefl on 
for :;mnething like nine \veeks. The h(m. 
membe; seemed to forget "]] that. He did 
not thmk the O.pposition woulrl reuret the 
~)hstrnction they were giviug the Go,7erninent 
m the present ca,e. 'They hftd told the 
U~tvernment _that _their object was to get a 
f:~1r am! fu!J chscussion of the subject. They had 
chscnsserl It fully and fairly np till 11 o'clock, 
and then they asked for an adj •mrmnent because 
Honw hon. rumnbers wished to spt.:t-tk further. 
The hon. gentle1nan kept exaRperatinn· hon. 
~·entlr;n:en by sayi?g that the Oppo,iti~~n were 
org-nn1~1ng ob.~trnctton, and he now asked thmn 
to ':i•:Jate all the rules nf debate by coming to a 
decuuon npnn ~he 1natter, ur~,ring as a reason that 
the same subJect could be opened up next day 
on another 'lue,;tion. The Opposition declined 
t\' do that because they might be told by the 
(,oyernment that they were out of order. 

The l'ln<::>IIER sctirl tlmt if he had known 
that lwn .. ;;·e.ntlemen had gone away in the belief 
that a dtnswn wo:tl<l not take place he slwnlrl 
not lut~·e attempted to pres.s the matter. The 
.hon. lllCllllJer. for Buwen rnight withdra\v hb 
amendment; It wets a matter of sheer obstinacy. 

The Hox. Su: T. 1\lciLWIL\ITH s>tid that 
when n. di . .,cu-~.sion \\·a.-; not fini:::lhed, the nsnal 
course wns to move the Chnirman out of the 
chair. The motion would not be withdrawn. 

The l'HJ,:\UEit .,ai,l that half-an·honr ao·o 
the hon. ~entlenwn hrtd ~-::ngge,;tc(l thn,t the hf~1. 
IumulJer for Buwen tJhould \vithdrnw his atnrJnll­
ment. The hon. gentleman would not exalt him­
self in ]n:blic opinion by oh;truction, as every 
opt~nrttnnt): had l>c~n gi vcn hin1 to g-et out of his 
chrticnlty \nthout chshononr. 

'l'he Hox. i::im T. MciLIYHAITII sairl he 
won!tllike to know what anthority the l'remier 
h;ccl for snying that he had ad ,-ised the hnn. 
lllClllbor for ]jowcn to withUra\v hi,-; nwtiou '? l[e 
nuYcr clid :snch :1 thing-. The bon. gentlcr11an 
seemed to lmYe lo.ot his IllC!llOI'J' ,c]togcthur. 

The l' LlE.:UU:tt sai<l the hon. gcntletnan H<ticl, 
wlwnhe was adclrec;,,ing theCmnmittcc, that threrc 
conlrl be no objection to the motion Loin·' with-
dntwn. ~=> 

The Hox. :-i11: T. l\fulLIVJL\.ITH said the 
hon. Pt·mnier need not warn hilu of any danuer 
of falling in pnhlic opinion by the conn;~ lw \~a:-; 
adopting. He (Sir T. 1\Icllwmith) lmd alwa}s 
heir! tltt1t olJStmction was justiiierl by its suce•:ss 
an cl the objects it accomplished.· The hon. 
gcntlen1an harl nwde fools of himself an<l his 
party ~Hl fonner occaNion~ tlu·ongh obstrnct­
lllg' \v-Ithont .':HH.:ces.~. They ob:-;trnctctl wrong 
mea.snr_e><, l>~tt the Oppo,;ition knew that they 
were nght m the present case ; and while he 
was a::; .anxion~ to get to bed :::t8 a,nyone, he wa8 

detcrnuned to go nn unless smno reasona.ble 
comlition was offered that he conld accevt. 

:\Ir. l'AL:\IER said he left the Commitbe 
uuder the impression that the debate wouhl not 
b: forced to a concln.'3ion that night. l-Ie \Y:lf-l on 
ln>< way hume, but when he""" the linhts in the 
House he ce~me hack. 

:\Ir. J L\J\liLTON r;airl the olJstinacv in the 
present case was on the part of the Govermnent. 

'The fact of the hon. meml1cr for Bowcn with­
drawing his motion would be an i1wnlt 
to the Committee if he intendecl to bring 
it up again for discussion. The l)re1nior':-; 
reasons for considering that the subject 
)1ad boon snfficiently discussed were incorrect. 
The hon. gentleman harl stated that every mem­
ber on the Opposition side of the Committee who 
wiohed to discuss the <]Uestion hall done so. 
But that was not so. There harl been no olJ­
struction up to 11 o'clock, and mnny members 
of the Oppobition wished to speak but harl not 
an opportunity of doing so n p to that time, and 
as it was known that after tlmt time the speechm; 
were not fully reported, and as the C[Uestion war; 
one of great public interest, they wished the 
debate to be adjourned in order that thev might 
expre,•s their sentiments upon it. The l'rcmier 
said that had he known that the lea<lcr of the 
Opposition hac! informed his .supporters that there 
would be no division that night, he wonld never 
ha Ye objected to adjourn. He knew that now, 
am! why did he not agree to adjourn? 'l'hey 
would not have the Premier's wi,;h forced clown 
their throats, for if they were poor in nmnbcr 
they were rich in rewlution. 

2'11r. CHUBB said the Premier had said he 
h:td not hc;trcl the statement made that members 
had left the Committee on the assurance that 
there would be no divi,i•m. He could say that 
more than three hours ago he lmd told the 
Cmmmttee that there were two members on 
the Oppo~:.ition and one n1muhm· on the G(n·~ 
crnment side who had assure•! him that they 
were anxious to .speak in support of tl18 ~tuwn<l­
meuts, and other members of the Oppooition who 
hafl spoken and desired to vote for the motion 
had left the House under the belief that there 
would be no division that night. It appenrecl 
now that there were four members who wishecl 
to speak-the hon. meml>er for 13urke, the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, the hon. member for 
Kennecly, and the lwn. membr.r for l<'assifern on 
the other side of the Committee. 

The Hox. Srn T. M oiL WIU.ITH asked if the 
Pre1nier knew what arrangmnent had been 1nadc 
by the Government whip·~ Ho conk! not re­
member what that hon. member had written, 
but if the l'remier '\'Onld ask for the document 
he would know \\·hat was proposed. 

The I'HE"JIIER said the only information he 
had was that it wns understood that the division 
would be taken thnt evening. He knew thcct 
members had paired on the question. 

The Ho:'!. Sw T. 2\IoiL Wll,\ITll: X ut with 
1uy knowledge or con:::;ent. 

Mr. }10HEHicA1J s<tid he coultlwellremembcr 
when the l'remier aml the 1\fini,;ter for \Vorks 
were two of iifteen members who obstrnctcd the 
then Pnhner (}ovcnunent when the prmmnt Sir 
CharleK Lilley led the Oppooition. The l\Iinistcr 
for \Vorks wa,; one of n noble thirteen who took 
:1 doctunent up to Governrnent Hon~e protesting 
again,;t the Palmer Achuinistration. They bronght 
up a nu1nber of Yery weak argnn1ents which 
were answered categorically by Lord Nonnanby, 
whn wa.s <Jovcrnor :-1,t the tin1e. ]{e rmnernbcrcd 
also that :\[r. Lilley, after there ktd been :1 conflict 
between the two tmrtie,;, de.,cribe<l the present 
J'rcmier-who had come into Parliament under 
his ::egis - he expre~'sed hi~ opinion of the 
present Pr8lnier and three others by Raying he 
regrottotl tlmt in the conflict he had had to make 
nse of tools he despiser!. Thc.rc was no doubt 
that a mun\Jer of members wisherl yet to speak 
on the <tuestion before them. There were not 
more than twenty--five member,; in the Houoe, 
anfl yet that number was to be asked to aflirm 
and continnc a sy,;tem that hnd been branded 
ontside and in.sicle the House as a most 
improper way of dealing with election petitions. 
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He contended that, whatever the result might 
be, the Committee were bound to sec that it was 
clcltlt with by n full Hot~t;e-by the majority of 
the representatives of the people. It was worse 
tlwn lnonBtrous; it 'vaH absolutely vicious fo1· a 
Government holding a nutjority iu their hand to 
try and force a matter of that enormous import­
ance lt] l011 a thin Hou;.:;e. ],~very concession that 
conld be otferecl in rortson hacl been otferecl by 
the OJ!l''"'ition side of the Committee. They 
had clone all they could to try to come to tornlB 
wiLh the Premier, ltnd the hon. gentlemCLn he1d 
led them to uelicve that he was willing to 
nwet then1, but as soon as the }Jroposition 
came to lJe reCLsonrtlJly discu03ed, like n,n eel he 
slippecl out of their hands. He (:\h. Morehead), 
however, hopecl that even CLt that e1dvanced hour 
of the morning· the hon. gcntlenmn would see the 
wisclom of agreeing to the resolution that had 
been moved, or see his wr~y himself to move that 
the Clmirnmn leave the chair. All the Opposi­
tion asked waH that a nwst inqHn'taut 11uestion 
like that should be discussed, fully and freely. 
Th<tt was a right they had, aml the Premier and 
hi,; followers were trying to take it away hom 
them. It "'fl' a right they would not part with, 
or, at any rate, if they did, it would be after '" 
most bitLer struggle. 

After '" prtuse, 
1\Tr. MOREHEAD calletl attention to the 

state of the Committee. 
Qnornr!J formed, 
The CHAIR"'fA:N s<tid the last question di.,­

posed of was "That the chairman do now kn,vo 
the chair, report progress, and u.sk leave to r-;it 
aga.in," and therefore the nwtiou now hefnro the 
Committee, "That the Chrtirnmu leave the chair 
a.nd rnport progre~s," was not in order. 'rhe 
alternative motion was, "That the Chairman 
do now leave the chair." • 

l\fr. l\IOREHI~AD said it app~rtrcd to him 
that the Chairman picked np infnrmfltion very 
slowly, They h<td been ne>trly an hour discussing 
the motion, and now the Chairman had sncldenly 
discovered tlmt it was ont of orcler. \Vhat wonlrl 
happen next ? 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked 
whether the motion could not be put? 

The CHAIRMAN '"id he thought it could not. 
The hon. member for Balonne was mistaken in 
saying that the motion hrtd been before the Com­
mittee for nearly an hour. It had only been 
lJefore thelll for a short time. 

Mr. MOREHI~AD stticl it httd been before 
them for for nettrly an hour. He thoug-ht the 
Chr~irman should keep a record and be careful 
not to contr>tdict him unless he had evidence 
before him that he (Mr. l\1orehead) was wrong. 
He would suggest that a new Chrtirnian be 
appointed to take the pl>tce of Mr. Jhaser, who 
must be tired out. 

l\Ir. HA::VIILTON said he could see no good 
to be attained by prolonging the discussion, 
and as the Premier had said that he would have 
adjourned the House if he had known other 
members wanted to speak, and as he had that 
information now, and the position of affairs was 
the same, he thought the hon. gentleman should 
move the Chairman out of the chair. 

Mr. BLACK said he must say the tactics 
he had witnessed for the last few hours 
were the most extrrtordinar·y he had seen since 
becoming a member of the House. He thought 
it should be a matter of regret to all hon. mem­
bers that a more conciliatory tone shonld not 
have prevailed, and more especially that it had 
not been shown lJy the l'remier. The question 
was not one of such trivial importance as the 
Government seemed to think, and he could 

assure hon. members that the constituencies took 
a. deep interest in the que'3tion mHl were n.nxionsly 
looking for Hon1e change in the constitution 
of the J"loctions Committee. The J<:nglish J'ar­
li>tment had been forced to appeal to the judges 
a" the best tribmml, and they lm<l ueeu led to 
take that step by the knowJc,J~·e that it was 
tthnoRt in1pos~ible to b·et a. cnnunittee of rneull)(~l'~ 
who wonltl not he influenced by political motives. 
The matter was so important to the colony that 
hem. members were perfectly jnotiiied in 
doin~ their utmost to place on the statute­
book of the colony an Act v, hich wonlcl 
procvent in the futuro the extraordinary dcci­
f.donb which had been given in the pm._;t 
by tlw Elections and Qualifications Committee. 
It was so important that he was sure many hon. 
members would be g·Iad of an opportunity of 
expressing their opinions. He "\Ytl.s sure the 
l\Linh.;ter fm.· Ln,nd.'i 'v~ts itching to spertk ; and 
the 1'\Iinister for Public Instl'Uction, who was 
invnh'ecl iu a matter to which he wr~os 
about to refer, Rnrel:v had son1etl1ing to 
say on the subject. The member for Stanley 
(:\Ir. \Vhite ), the member for ?>Ioreton, the now 
member fm :Fortitude Valley, the member for 
Ipswich, the member for Oxley, and the meml,er 
for l\orth Brislmne (:\Ir. 13rookes)-he shonl<l 
like to hear their opinion:; on a 1natter of snch 
vital importance. As the matter now stood, the 
Oppo~ition were only doing their duty in tn.king' 
advantage of the opportunity to place on the 
statute-hook an Act which would he a creclit to 
the colony, insteacl of perpeturttingthepresentsys­
tom of Elections aml Qualifien,tions Committee,;, 
which waH a cli~gTace to a,ny civilised colony; 
and he proposed, in order to show the reasons 
why he objected to tlmt sy,.;tem, to <j1JOte from 
the proceedings of the Elections Committee in 
the case of the Jlnrnett election petition, show 
ing the inevitable bias of that committee 
\Vhat he proposed to read would he fonnrl in 
"Vote:-; and Proceeding::; " for 1~~4, 1 1age :~~Jl. 
The first docmnent was the report of the ]<~lcctimL~ 
and Qnalific<Ltions Committee on the petition of 
R. \V. Stuart agninst the return of the Hon. 
B. B. l\Ioreton. Jlut he wonlcl first of all call 
attention to the state of the committee. 

Quorum formed. 
l\Ir. BLACK then proceeded to read the report 

of the Select Committee in the case mentioned­
the minutes of proceedings, the evidence of the 
witnesses examined-and to comment on the 
same. 

Debate continued until five minutes to 6 
o'clock, when 

:Mr. MOREHEAD called attention to the 
state of the Committee. 

A quorum not being present, the House re_ 
umed, and the CHA nniAN reported the fact to 
the Speaker. 

The SPK~\KER thereupon counted the mem­
bers present, and finding that there wa,.; not rt 
quorum, tleclared the House acljonrned until 
3 o'clock this afternoon. 




