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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

P!'ida!J, 11 Scptcm&cr, lSS:i. 

Quc~;tion -Kitbont Xoticc.~Bcer Duty Bill-tllirdread\ng. 
-<ir:~l.uity to the \ri<low of the I.ntc Mr. Justice 
Prin;.;.·-'l'llc (' tsc of David O'llricn.-Land-owncrs 
in the Colony.-l':xemption on G-oldficlds.-Allegcd 
1\-rongfnl Seizure of the "Forest King:."-Printing 
Committee Report.- J.Iincralogical LccturcrH.
~\.<ljourmnent. 

The SPI~AKEit took the chair at half-vast 
3 o'clock. 

QUI~STIOK WITHOUT NO'l'ICE. 
Mr. H~\MILTO~ said : I should like to ask 

the J\.Iiniilter for \Vorks, without notice, whether 
contracts have been eigned for the following two 
temlers for rttilway construction which were 
accepted about five weeks ago-namely, from 
Howard to Bumlal!erg, and Cabarlah to Grow's 
Kest? 

The l'.IIJ'\ISTlm FOR WOl~KS (Hon. W. 
Miles) : If the hon. member will give notice I 
will answer his question. 
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BEER DUTY BILL-THIRD READING. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL 'rltEA

SU ItEll(Hon. ,J. R Dickcon) this Bill wa"'·ead 
a third time, passed, and ordered to be trans
mitted to the Legislative Council by message in 
the usual form. · 

GRATUITY TO THE WIDOW O:F THE 
,, LATE MR. JUSTICE PRING. 

Mr. AlWHER, in moving-
'l'hat the Ilon~c will, on :Priday, the 18th oE Sop1 cm her, 

resolve it~elf into a Committee of the ·whole to con
Hidcr of an address to the noYernor, prayiug- that His 
}Jxcellcncy will be pleased to cause to be plaeed on t.ho 
Supplementary }~stinmtcs the sum of £1,000, to lJc 
granted to the 'vidow of the late ~Ir. Justjce Jlring-

said: J\Ir. Speaker,-I do not thonk I ever came 
before the House with the same amount of reo-ret 
that. I do to-night, in h"ving to provose thi:; 
nwtwn. Of course, hon. members will see that 
it i:; a most pninful thing to think of a hlly who 
f~>r many years has been the wife of a man who, 
splCe Queensland b:ca;ne a separate colony, has 
hlled a very pronnnent position here, both as 
n;dvocate. ~s Minister, and as judge-who has 
filled the lnghest office-; that the Stnte can confer 
-I say it is exceedingly painful that I am now 
called n pon to come before the Hotme and ask 
that his widow should be relieved from what is 
practically a pos_ition of absolute poverty, by the 
Lount:r of Parlmment. Such, however, is the 
necess1ty of ~he case, and I shall not occupy 
much of the tune of hon. member:; in statino· it 
my only regret being· that someone who is n~or~ 
fitted to bring forward a motion of this nature 
is not here to take n1y place. Before giving 
my reailons for bringing this matter before 
the House I :;hall say very few words to hon. 
members. In the first place, I wonld sav that I 
am perfectly aware-as well aware as a'ny hlm. 
member sitting in the House-of all that c"n be 
Raid against a rnotion of this nature. I know 
that if it is the wish of hon. members to 
do so they can say hitter things, but I would ask 
them to remember that whatever may be said 
will only pnnb;h thoRe \Vho are now livina and 
certainly will not affect him who ha:; go-d~: from 
arnongst us. I ask thmn, therefore, nw,.,t :-;erionsly 
t!1at they will confine anything they wish to s~y 
snnplytn _such objections as they may think them
selves obhged tou:;e for the protection of the State. 
I myself am encourager! to bring this motion 
forward for Heveral reasons, a.nd one of then1 it-J 
th~tt at the time the l~stimatcs p>cs,ecl through 
tins House last year we found a snm of J::l 000 
put down on the Estimates for the widow of' the 
late Hon. Arthur JYiacalistcr, w hi eh was agreecl to 
hy all the gentlemen now sitting on both ><i<les of 
the House. That sum was voted by the House, 
'"nd I have no doubt that it went f,u to eheer 
her in her pm;ition. The lady for whom I am 
now asking the same consideration is in very much 
the same position as the widow of :Yir. J\Tacali:;tcr. 
Th" husbm1d:< of both these ladies have filled the 
best po:;itions that C'iln be held in the colony of 
t.,\neenslaml. Both of them have lJeen J\finistcrs 
of the State ; one ended hh; career as a judge 
the other ended his career in what I believe 't,; 
be the very highest position which the Govern
rnent of the colony can confer on a nutn-I rnea,n, 
of course, outsille an olncial position in the Gov
ernment. Both died under somewlmt the ,,,me 
circumstances, leaving their widows wholly 
unprovided for; and as I know this was 
what appealed to Ministers last year-that 
in fact, it was this that induced them t,; 
put a sirnilar stun on the Estintate~ for 
the purpose of providing for 1Irs. Mac,tlister
I am perfectly satisfied that they cannot 
now well say that this is not a ca:;e that 
ought t? be thought of with the same generosity 
of feelmg, and treated in the same manner. 

There were, of course, objectors to the proposal 
made last year, but still it was carried eventmtlly 
hy :1 lal'ge 1na,jority, aud I am unable to Rec in 
what way the one case differs from the other. 
As to pretending that Mrs. Pring has any claim 
on this House why this £1,000should be granted, 
that I know would be utterly useless. She has 
got no claim whatever, and I do not bring thi:; 
motion forward on the score of a claim. I 
bring it forward simply in the same manner 
as the motion in reference to J\Irs. J\Iac
>tlister was brought forward last year, and for 
the smne reasons as I think the House consented 
to vote n smn of money to that la<ly-as a 
case in which h<m. members do not wish to 
see the wife of a man who has held a prominent 
position in Queensland :;uffer, as ::\Irs. Pring is 
doing, the sting of })OVCity. l bring the 1notion 
forward simply as a rrmtter affectiug the dignity 
of the colony of which we are the representn
tivc:''• I believe it is not creditable to Queens
land to leave thi,; lady, of whom I am speaking, 
in the state that she is in now, and I believe it 
will be to our credit to allow this motion 
to pass, and place the proposed amount on the 
l"stinmtes. I believe that by doing so we will 
not be going a step outside our duty but will be 
strictly fulfilling it. I consi<ler that we in Queens
land would suffer much more in the opinion 
of people outside the colony by leaving thi;; 
lady in absolute want thnn by granting 
the small pittance I >cm asking for. Of 
course I know that we are the guardians of the 
public purse, nnd I am <tuite prepared to 
accept my share of the responsibility in that 
respect. I thought over that point coolly for 
some time-indeed for several days-and I have 
arrived at the conclnsion that I, at all event,,, 
will bear my re,;ponsibility in the mutter. \'V e 
a,re here a.s guardians of the colony, but \Ve nre not 
ftbsolute delegates of the men whom we represent 
so far that we cnnnot judge what is for the 
honour and for the benefit of the colony, and I 
mu perfectly prepare<! to answer the part I am 
taking in this matter. I have now stated the 
grounds on which I have come uefore the House 
a!-Jkinf.( hon. ruemhers to ag-ree to this nwtion. 
I have stated that the case is similar to ]\Irs. 
::\hcali;;ter's. I luwe stated that it is a matter 
concnrnin~· the dignity of the country to consider 
whether something ought not to he done for J\lrs. 
Pring, who i~ in the H:une cir01nnsta.ncos as lVIrs. 
:\Iacali;;ter was; and I have stated that for my 
p:trt I am prepared to accept the responsibility 
of introducing thi,; motion to the House. I have 
nothing rnore to tlay; I tlo not pnt the nwtion 
forward a::; a clailn; I sirnply, therefm·e, at:k the 
llouRe to be generou:c; in their con:-:;itlen"ttion of 
what I have said. I now end by moving the 
rnotion Rtanding in 1ny na1ne. 

'The PREl\IIJ<:Tl said: J\Ir. 8peaker,~I dn not 
rise to sphtk on behalf of the Government, 
because I understtmcl tlmt there is a difference of 
opinion between so1110 of 1ny hon. colleagues mul 
my:;elf upon this sulJjcct. It is a matter which 
ought not to be in any \\·ay considered ar::; a party 
<1uestion, and I ri",o individually to support the 
motion of the hllll. member for Bbckall; and I 
do so on this ground, that I do not think it is to 
the credit of any country that the wiclow of a 
distinguished public servant should be allowed, 
ttfter his death, to be in penury. I lay that 
down as a distinct proposition applicable to all 
distinguished public servants. It is a rule that 
is recogni~ed in a grea,t m~1ny countries-I believe 
in all ~even in the most ultra-democratic. It 
h<ts been recognised in the extremely democratic 
colony of Victurift during the pre:;ent session of 
the Victorian Parliament ; and I consider the 
principle is a sound one. I would apply the same 
rule, without any discrimination as to the politics 
of the person the case of whose widow is under 
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consitlcration. Politics, in a matter of this kind, 
slwuld Le left entirely out of considemtion. 
The fact remains that J\Ir. Pring held the high 
omce of Attorney-Geneml in this colony for a 
great nmuber of vears ; he afterwards held the 
office of judge of the Supreme Court, and now 
the colony cannot shut its eyes to the f,wt 
that he was a di,,tinguished public servant. 
'l'hat he had faults "·e all know. \Vhich 
of us has not? There is no one of u:; 
whose actions will always bear to be 
closely scrutinised. I hope the motion will 
l1e considered entirely on the <[uestion whether 
it is a right rule fur the country to adopt, 
to s'ty that the widows of disting·uished public 
servants should not be left in penury. A:; 
to Mrs. Pring's position, I shall not say much. 
I know, however, that the bte i\Ir. Justice 
Pring left her vractically nothing - I believe 
aboolutely nothing-am] she has, as a matter of 
fact, no blood relations in the colonv. Those 
are the facts, and these reasons conmrend them
~cl ves so strong-ly to my mind that I believe the 
House ought to carry the reoolution, and I think 
it would be a mistake not to do so. 

Mr. KATES said: Mr. f:ipeaker,-I think we 
ought not to allow this nmtter to go into 
committe0, I thoroughly sympathise with the 
lady who has been left unprovided for, as no 
<loubt evAry other hon. member does; but let 
us remember that the late judge of the Suprenw 
Court, J\Ir. Pring, hatl been in the colony for 
the last twenty-five or twenty-six years anti 
had, according to my calcubtion, drawn no 
les> than £40,000 from the Queensland tax
payers. He could, if he liked, have pro
vided fm his family in the same way as other 
people have to-by means of life assurance 
:md similar institutions. I represent a farm
ing constituency, and I do not see 1ny way 
clear to support the motion of the hon. member. 
The legal fraternity, which is considered to be 
a very wealthy fraternity, if they think that some
thing should be done fm the lady, ought to put 
theit· heads together and put their hands into their 
pocket:; and subscribe a few hundreds or £1,000 
towards the family of their deceasecl legal 
brother. I would have no objection to con
tribute £5 if a subscription were to be raised for 
the benefit of this unfortmmte lady. I know 
that on the E,tiumtes there is a sum of .£7,000 or 
,t:e;,ooo for retiring allowances, anrl if I had my 
way I wonld sweep the whole amount ont of tl1e 
.Estilnrttes, t5eeing thn.t it is to provide n1ean::; for 
g:entlemen who are well able to keep themselves. 
I do not see my way clen to support this motion, 
and I shall certainly oppose it if it goes tu a 
division. 

The ThiiKISTER l<'Oll \VOHKS said : Mr. 
Speaker,-This is a very painful subject to dis
cu~s; but as a representative of a certain portion 
of the community who pay the taxes I clo 
not feel jnstifiqd in allowing it to pass ithout 
nutking Holne connuent. I dissent fron1 n1y hrm. 
colloa~·ne the l'remier in the opinion that the 
country is hound to proYide for the widows of uwn 
who h:cve held the highest positions in the colony. 
If that nrgnul8nt is worth anything it goes to 
encourage profligacy and debauchery. l have 
nothing- to say against the lady-I believe she 
is lHOHt deF:erving-but the tftxpayers of the 
country ought not to be called upon to provide 
for the widows of all those who have held the 
highest position>< in the State. I hope the 
Premier will reconsider the conclusion to which 
he has come, and oppose the motion, which, if 
carried, will be au inducement to a man in that 
pnr-;ition to squander awJ..y his :·mbsta.ncc nnd 
leave his bmily to be provided for by the State. 
I feel grea.t tlelic'acy in saying wh:ot I feel on the 
subject, :tnd shall content myself with recordin'' 
my vote against the motion. o 

The Hox. Sm T. i\IoiLWHAITH said: 1\!Ir. 
Speaker,-I regret to have heard the l\linister for 
\Vorks speDidng in the way he has done. There is 
nut '' kinder-he:wted man in the House than the 
hon. gentleman, and I know that he spoke 
ag·ainst his heart in bvour of that hard logic 
of his in the interest of the taxpayers of the 
country. But I can assure him that the tax
p;tyers will forgive him for being generous while 
at the same time he consults the dignity of 
the colony. I <)uitc believe it, and thoroughly ap
preciate the terms in which the Premier has spoken 
on the subject. He has not only stated it correctly 
when he said th:tt it lms been the custom of the 
House to remember the widows of distinguished 
public servants, buthe aleodefendedit :ts"' thing 
that is right in itself and for the dig·nity of the 
country. I quite believe in his appreciation of the 
fact~~ and the reasons he gave for these facts being 
:ts they are. I think we consult the dignity of 
the country when we do not examine too closely 
into the lives of those who have gone, but look 
simply to the bare fact th:tt the men who 
occupied high positions have gone and left 
widows destitute. That is the correct view to 
take, ancl the tax]mycrs of the colony will not be 
hard on hon. members wh,; take that view. I 
know that hard things may be said-mrd no one 
would say them more readily than I-on any other 
occasion than one like the present; but they should 
be bicl aside, simply beca@e those who suffer 
from them are the living and those th:tt ought to 
suffer ha.vo gone frmn uf:!. .L\._H the hon. rnen1bor 
for J3lackall said, J\lrs. Pring has no legal claim 
on the House, but she has :t strong claim on our 
sympathy and a strong claim on the sympathy 
of the country. In this case I think, both from 
precedent and in consulting the dignity of the 
country, we ought, in the >tbsence of any scheme 
by which pensions are granted to public servants 
-I think we shall be consulting our own 
dignity and the dignity of the country hy <juietly 
looking at tlw facts as they are now and remem
bering that the widow of one of the distinguished 
servants of the country is in want at the present 
time and appeals tu onr sympa,thy. I shall give 
the motion my hearty support. 

Que,,tion put, and the House divided:
Ans, 25. 

Sir T. l\Iclhnaith, :J.Iessr::;. Griflith, . .Archer, Rutlcclgc, 
J.forct.on. ShcrHlan. J~ailcy, Black .Fra~cr, Brookc,,, 
Alan(l, Camphcll, l\icllor, Isamhcrt, ,Jordan, Anncar, 
Donaldson. Kellctt, :\1nero~','lll, U~sucr, l•1oxtou, ScoU, 
Hamilton, !:HoYcns, and \Vallacc. 

Xm:s, 13. 
J.Ic..:;sr~. Xorton, Dntton, Jlidglc~', Govctt, I.alor, 

Katcs. Hip;son, Footc, :\Iile .. , \Yllite, Maefarlanc, Smyth, 
and Salkeld. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

THE CASE OF DA YID O'DlliEN". 
1\Ir. ST:EVEKS, in moving-
TI~at there be Jai<l on the t~Lhlc of the Hon~e, all 

Corrcspmulcuce that has taken place between the lat.u 
hailiff of the Hodgkinson Gohl Ficld-David O'Brien-and 
the Depnrtments of the Colonint Secretary and ~finister 
for "\forks and )[incs since 1st June 1883-
said : liir. Speaker,-\Vhen I gave notice of this 
motion I ha<l not the slightest idea that it wtmlcl 
be opposed by the Premier. It has always 
been considered, to the best of my know
ledge, that when a Civil servant has been 
dismissed, if he has any cause to believe 
he has been dismissed unfairly, he should 
have an opportunity of laying his case before 
Parliament. I have no idea what reasons the 
Premier may have for obstructing the pn,ssage 
of thiH motion. I have read most of the papers 
in the case through, :1nd the Htatmnents con
tained in them lmve every appearance of being 
true ; and if they arc true, I consider that the 
applicant, David O'Brien, should have an oppor-
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tunity of ventilating his grievance. The papers 
are certainly rather voluminous, and I think th,tt 
iH the unly reason that can be urged against the 
motion. Jliiinisters, as a rule, try to protect their 
clerks from having any extra work in their depm-t
ments, but when a man has a grievance he should 
have an opportunity of bying that grievance 
before the House, even if it does Cltuse n little 
extra work in any depm-tment. I shall not enter 
into the case, nor tnention any nau1es in connec~ 
tion with it; but I trust the Premier will see his 
way now to remove any objection ho m::ty lmvo 
lmd before, and that the motion will be ::tllowed 
to pass. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I <lid 
not consent to thiR 1notion going as foruuLl, as 
such motions are usua.lly allowed to go, becmme 
I was satisfied the hon. member could not have 
known what the papers are th::tt h~ is asking to 
have htid upon the table of the Honse. This man 
was in the l')olice }force fifteen years ag-o, when 
he w::ts dismissed. Some time after that, in 1881, 
he was appointed bailiff of the \Varden's Court on 
the Hodgkinson. He was there dismissed. Helms 
a grievanc8 and say-.; various outrages ,,~ere cmu
rnitted againRt hirn. The outrage::5 are thci:ie : 
Three thneR he was charged \vith being drunk n.nd 
disorderly, and on each occasion he pleaded guilty 
::tnd was duly sentenced. After the patience of his 
superiors \Yas exha.usted he \va,s dis1nb:-5ed, and 
since thttt time he has been writing volmni
nous letters : he wrote any quttntity to me when 
I w::ts a private member of the House, mul has 
since written voluminous letters to the J\fines 
Department ::tnd to myself. To show the con
clusion I came to on his case I willl'e::td a minute 
I made upon his letters of cumpbint :-

" 'l'he outrage-; con~istcd in his bcin:{ three times 
arrested and confined for being flnmk and disorderly. 
On ca.eh occasion he pleaded g-uilty, Froll1 the language 
of the complaint, which i~ very voluminous, I infer th<1t 
he was not quite in his right mind when he wrote it." 
That is the conclusion I came to on reading his 
complaint. I h,we since ascertained that he has 
been frequently confined not only for being drunk 
and disorderly, but for being out of his mind. I 
do not think the Government should be called 
upon to go to the expen::;e of COlJying the:--.e 
papers. I mny add that they contain very 
serious charges ngainst a very respeeta.blc nutn 
who is now den,d; and no relief can be got rLgainst 
him. I see no reason why the p::tpers should be 
produced when their production can serve no 
useful purpose. 

Mr. ST:EVJ~NS : H::ts he been charb'ed with 
being out of his mind? 

The PllEJ\IIER: That is the coHclusion I 
came to, and I have since heard that he has lJeen 
locked up for it. 

Mr. HAlVIIJJfON said: Mr. Spe:cker,-I 
h::tve seen these papers though I hcc\·e not re::td 
through them all, and as to their being volmni
nous, if they were printed I do not think they 
would exceed one-h::tlf the bulk of the paper I hold 
in my hand-the "Estirrmtes of Probable \Vays 
and Means"; and if they were printed as the Esti
mates are ]Jrinted I do not suppose they would 
rerruire more than two p::tges of this )Jamphlet. 
Three or four pages of print, at the outside, 
would comprise everything that is contained in 
these letters. I think the Premier must be mis
taken in stating th::tt O'Brien had been in the 
Police l<'orce fifteen years ago mul dismissed, as 
according to the Governn1ent service l'Pt;nlations 
no nmn who has been dismissed from the sm·vice 
is considered eligible for reappointment. Now, 
O'Brien has been for the last eight years in 
the ("1-overnrnent service in Northern Queens
!::tnd, ::tnd about twenty yeltrs in the ser
yice altogether ; during which time, accord
mg to his own statement, he never hml a 

complaint preferred ::tgainst him until the time 
these charges were macle, which resulted in his 
dismissal. O'Brien evidently is ::t man who 
had the respect of the comnmnity, for at the 
time he received his dismiss::tl, in addition to 
hi> other duties, he performed th::tt of mining 
registrn.r, and \Ya.s al.-::;o chairn1an of the Rehonl 
committee, ch::tinnan of the cemetery trustees, 
member of the hospit::tl committee, aml a 
licmu;ed auctioneer. A. man holding such a 
position is entitled to t;nme consideration. Yet 
he com]Jbins that ch::trg·es have been nmde 
again,.t him upon which he has been dismissed, 
although he has been refused the privilege of 
being· allowed to confront his accusers, when 
he could easily prove hi,; innocence. ~\.t the 
sa.nw tin1c, he has rna.de far nwre serious 
charges aga.iust other otficers in the ser,;iee, 
"·hich ha'i·e not even been inquired into. 
Ntnv, \Vhat are these charge::; which were nutU.e 
against him to which the Premier referred? One 
wa,; thttt a prohibition order had to be issued 
aga.inst hin:1. O'Brien ~ay::;, however, thn,t 
neither he nor his friends were aware thl1t such 
::tn order was ever issued until he heanl of it in 
the charge ]Jreferred against him. He also 
state:,; that the ch::trges on which he wa:; dis
missetl reL'tTccl to actions which were alleged 
by his accuser year,; before, ::tnd he aS'erts 
that this very accuser- his superior oliiccr 
-recommended him, subsequent tu the time 
when he was alleged gnilty of these offences, 
to the position of clerk of petty ses.sion.s ::tt 
Caims, which recummendation is in the Colonial 
Secretary's Office. O!le of the chttrges that he, 
on the other hand, has made, ::tml which has 
never eYen been inf{uired into, ii:i that of a 
policmunn atteUJpting to n1nrde1' hiln. Another 
charge is the following : On the lOth ]\{ay, 
1~83, he was taken . in charge by a police
uw.n \Vhen on his \Vay to get sorue Cockle's 
pillo from a store, and placed in tt small cell 
in the lockup on a charge of drunkennes:;. The 
only aperture which supplied air to that cell 
\V<-18 four inche:-3 HC)_11[t,re. I \vill rea,d frmn a letter 
of O'Brien's his account of the treatment he 
reeciYe<l when in that lockup. He lm.s mentione<l 
n1any nan1e:.; in connection \Vith this u_1_a.tter, 
lmt in readinb' tiH· extract from the letter I slmll 
not do so, as it would be nnfttir. tlome uf those 
n::tine:~ belong to fl'ientb of 1ny own, hut in a 
matter of this kind I do not think ilutt any 
1 >erson:il liking· wonld justify me in failing to sec 
fuir play. l\Ir. 0' llrien said :-

" \Ylton on my way to the store 1 \vas canght lJy 
ConsbdJlo ~, ·who was eouer;a1ed behind my stalJle. 
He ''Hid, • Cnltlc to the loc·kup.' I was :'lit:k and \Vcak. 
HlHl bcg,_;;u1 him uot to take m:r liberty, but to let, lllC 
gr> to m:"~· mvn 11omc. I was then thrn~t. into a llark eeli, 
tile only ventilation bcingtllrongh n trap-door, 1· inclle~ 
ll\' -1·. During this terrible uight of torture I sustnim:t1 
life lJ.}' lloWing- my month to tllC little lwlc Ior air until 
llt,i' strength wrmld t'ail. and I would lie flown on 
tlte cell Hoor uutil I would be llCarl\' sufTocatcd. 
rl'llC tloor was opened next morning ~llJout 7 a.lll. 

Cannocl,r, another com~tablc. then tool( me out. or 
the c~ll to his rtmtrtcr·~ nud asked hi~ snpm·iqr 
ofticcr to allow me bail. He refusctl. )1rs. Cannndy 
then eonnnencct:-1 to crY, and a:';](cd him to allmv it, and 
}le replied that he "\VOU~ltlrc}IOl't her husband for :!llm"·
ing ller to intel'fd'C with pri-;uHClK I asked for bnil; it 
was: refus"-·<l. I asked for a doctor: it nca~ rcfn~cd. I 
asked to have Uw door of the cell left open; it 'iras 
refused. I a:-;h:cd to be brought before a. magi~Lrat.o; it 
"\Yas rct'u~cd me. All this time my "\Yifc and daughter 
'"ere· erying onhi<le tl10 locknp in a state of frenzy. On 
this dny I ha<l to my cwcrUt in the tJ:ncensland Xational 
Bank £±U3 6s. llU. I harl two racehorses in 1ny st.able 
yalued at £120~ bc:-:-icles othC'r hor~e~ nndlH'Ollerty, and my 
wife and danghtcr llad obtained sntlicient money to 1ntil 
me ont for the greatest conecinLblc ~mn whiehconld he 
rcctni.reci [or ally lmllablc ollence; yet I 'vas i.n only on a 
false charge of tlrnukC'unc:-:'-' On this morning, :\:Ir. 
:Jiartin, a magbtrate, ·was at hi.s }liacc, aoo ynrrl::; from 
the police station, yet, 8.ooncr than go to him,--wcnt 
for ~t magi.:,trate who li-ved a. mile clistant, ·whom he 
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knmY was on nnfricndl,Y terms with me. Iu the menu
time ~cynral pcr~on~ \YCnt to .:\Ir . .:\Iartin and pointPd 
ont the vrcjmlico which the mngi~-;tratc who ha(l been 
obtained by the olliccl' ·who wa~ pcl'S('enting me ha..d 
a3ai n~t me. 

"::ur. -:\IarLin, in eon~C(1Ucncc, 1vithont 1Jein~ asked by 
the poliee, went to the police otncc at 10 a.m. and told 
thi;; omccr that he had come np to sit in 0' ilricn·~ e::t'3e. 
That otlict~r replic(l that he wonld not hring Uw caf-:.o 
on nntil ~ JUn., as the other magistrate, tlw one \vho 
livcL1 a mile a\vay pny ClWlll,YI eould not arriYC uutil t.lmt
timc. He thou loft tlle police ~tation and :-;-ave orders, 
in nb~cnec, io his inferior ofticcr, not to nllmv bnil to lJC 
given <luring hiH alJscucc. Shortly after ~:Ir. )lartin, hear
ing I wa.;; still iu the cell, came to the little trap door, and 
::;ccing the l:itatc I was in. in his capadty as a m<Lgis
trat.c and in my presence, ordered Cou::;ta ble Carmody to 
atlmit me on hail or to bring me before the court. 
C~Lrmody said, 'If he were to cUe in :.-~minute, I could 
not let him ont; I must obey ~~·s orders or be re
portf'd.' :Jir. ::\Im·tin then ran for the do~tor, who 
woulil not attend without an ortlOl' from tlJC police. 
Abon1 ~ p.m. I was hronght, before the court in }L <l.Yill~ 
sLate. Tltc bunch was presided oYer solely by the 
mngi~:;tratc .rho h:l<l been specially sent for bcmm::;o ltc 
was at enmity \Yith me. I was char;;ecl with druukcn
nc:-,s. I wa.-:; too ill to c1cfcnd my:::;elf, and I was fined 
£2." 
Mr. O'Brien further on expbined that the 
ma~iHtmte who was K]'ecially obt,dned by the 
officer who persecuted him, ttt the s:uue time tlu1t 
he he~d a seat on the bench, had immediately 
before this trial httd the scat cut out of his 
trouHers when lying drunk in the street. It 
ap]wars to me that this man htt>' not been well 
treated: the chargeg he rnadc were not in\'e~ti
~·1tecl. He is evidently not ttn accomplished 
letter-wdter; but if it be true, as he Ktates, tlmt 
he wtts locked up in a little cell in the tropics 
and refused bail-though his wife and daughter 
were cryins· ont8iUe and offering ttny aruuunt 
of bail-it iH a scamhlous shame, and the 
individmtl concerned should be hauled over 
the coflk Not only were the char~es he 
rnade not investigated, but he was dis1nisse(l on 
chm·ges which he declares he can disprove if he 
if4 confronted with his rtqcusen;. Subset1uent 
to thnt, the person who nw,de those ch::trges 
recommended him hi~hly for the post uf clerk 
o£ }Jetty seR:--ions at Ca.irn::;, which recornuwnc.ht
tion iH in the Colonbl Secretary's Office. I 
think that in the interest.-; of justice these papers 
Khould be brou~·ht forwttrd, and themfore I hal'e 
rnuch plea::;ure in supporting the rnotion of the 
hon. member for Logan. 

The J\111'\ISTJ<:J.t FOR WO.RKS said: Mr. 
SpP:lker,-I must drttw the ttttention of the 
llow;e to the fact tb>tt this nutn is of such intem
pemte lmbits that an ttpplimtion had to be !ll:ldc 
to the bench of 1 .:c~: tmtes for '"n order prohibit
ing publicans frmu supplying hiln with lir1nor. I 
think when it Clime to that it was time that he 
should be di::;mi"'scd from the l'ublic Service. 

Mr. STEVJi;NS said: Mr. Speaker,-I shonld 
just like to "'Y a few word::; in reply. 'rhe 
J\linistcr for \Vork::; has told ns that a prohibition 
order wn.:-; taken out again:-;t thi.rs nmn. I lJclie\'8 
that is true; bnt it w'" not Htttted, and O'Drien 
never knew, who obtained that order against hin1. 
-\(ter it was granted, his fttlnily and other per.:Jons 
in the township applierl to httve it removed, but 
failed. I think that wlmt haH fallen from the 
hon. member for Cook shrnvs that, whether thiK 
nutn is n drnnkrtrd or not, he \Vas used very 
barlly. It is evidently one of those caHeH of petty 
tymnny that 'ere happening every cla.y in some of 
the bush towncl. It very often happens th,tt all 
the Govemment officials in a country town are not 
first-clasH rnen; smne trouble arises, and three or 
four of them band together to make tt scapegoat 
of another. That htt.s been doue over and oYer 
a~ain. I hope the hon. the Premier will allow 
these papers to be printed. I rlo not see what 
harm could be dune by that. It woulcl not 
necessarily follow thttt the man should be rein-

stated, hut it would give him an opportunity of 
clearing his chttracter. As wtts pointed out by 
the hon. member for Cook, the very magistrate 
who granted thiH prohibition recommended him 
for a Government sitnation in another township. 
Now, the statements of tt gentleman who· would 
condemn a man as a drunkard who ou~·ht to be 
protected against himself, and then recmnmrmd 
hiln for a Uovennnent sitnutiun, arc not very 
reliable. 

Qncstion put and negatived. 

LAND-OWNEHS IN THE COLONY. 
J\Ir. ISA:\IllERT, inmoving-
'rhat t.hcrP be lai<l nvon the table of the Uon~e, a 

Return showing the names of lll'Oln·ietors pos."'~~~sing 
tl to aeres of bmd an(l npwards within the l'Olony of 
(~noensla,nd, am1 also showing the area ~o mvned by the 
s~tid prOJll'ictor:S-
said: ::VIr. Speaker,-After I tttbled thiK motion 
it came to my knowledge that the preparation of 
the papers asked for in it would entail a C<mHider
ahle amount of trouble, if not expense, to the 
Registrar-General's Office. ]'or thttt rett::;on I 
myself cttlled "K ot formal" to the motion, in 
order that I might explain the reason for which I 
W>mted theretu;·n, r;otlmt thosewholmd to compile 
the pitpers mig·ht do so with the least poHsible 
tremble. I Hnpportml the motion of the hrm. 
member for lJarlin~ Downs, that the Govern
rnent Mhould purchase the Canning ]Jowns and 
\Vest brook Estates C~nd subdivide them, ttlthou~h 
I did not consider it was the best way of brin~
in~ these lands back into the htt!HlK of the 
people. I expre."'sed my opinion at tlmt time 
that, :-;ince a previon~ Ciov-ernn1ent ha.U allowed 
thoKe large estates to be formed, it was 
thcc clnty of the Government now to rlo 
something, and if they thought it would 
be too clettr to repurchase the lands the 
next best thing to do was to impose a 
land tnx on prnperticH over a cort::tin size. 
That is one of the reasm" why I tabled thi.s 
uwtion, :-;o that when the Uovernn1ent cmne to 
cow,irler that propusition they and other hon. 
rncrnben; ruay have :-;onwthing to gnide thern a;; 
to the amount of m venue likely to be deri vecl 
from lamlK helcl in that way. Since then T line! 
by the ''Votes and Procecdlng.s" for lf-178, vol. ii, 
page~ R3 to Dl, that a. similar n1otion "~ns tabled 
by J\Ir. I\.Iacrossan, and a return rrwdo showing 
e:mctly whttt my motinn implies at the prc,;ent 
time-the holders of land and the amonnt of land 
held by them. 'l'he amount of labour, there tore, 
in prep:uin~ the return will not be HO hem·y 
as 1 expectccl it would be. It c>tn be cmn
plcted from the previouK one up to the 
prc,ont date. The only difference between my 
motion and that of the hrm. nwmhcr for Town,;
ville, io that that of the hrm. ~entlcman com
lllCncccl frmn a.n a.rc:t of t\vo .':il1nare utile:-;, 
while the present motion refer~ to areal:i above 
one K<pw.re n1ile. \Vhen we want to l>nt on a land 
tax for the pnrpose of l:iplitting np lttrge e~tateM, 
this t>ex will be sufficient. Another motive l. 
h~tve in a:-;king for the return is that I consider 
the colony to be in a very gm Ye position. All 
our inchu;tries, with the exception of the 111ininb 
induHtry, and another which I had never before 
hea,rd of in my life-the industr~' of epen<ling 
borro\ved ll1t)ney~which are going on 1nerrily, 
n.,1e in a serious stn.te, and we do not know 
how 'oon we may be compelled to reckon np 
our own strength. It 'vill, there£1 ll'C, be very con
venient for the Government and hrm. members to 
know every source of revenue we ha Ye. \V c 
do not know how soon Grent Britain may be 
involved in war, nnd the industry referred to 
bv the hon. leader of the Opposition-that of 
siJendin::;· borrowed money-will come to the 
gr,)nnd through our not being a.ble to rai8e :1 loan 
in Grettt Britain ; but not hecttuse we ttre not to 
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be trnsterr ~my more. The colony may be in a 
very glnmny Rituntion now, but I have great con~ 
fidence in the future, and in Queen.shtnd. \V e 
are RO innrwnsely rich that we have only to 
find nut our re:-;ources, and apply our energies, 
and all gloominess will disttppear ; ann the sooner 
\Ve a.re brought to our senses in this respect 
the sooner good times will come. Although I 
freely n,dmit that the colony is in a very serious 
position, we htwe nothing- to fear for the future ; 
we lm ve only to open our eyes, and the colony 
vrill have no need to suffer frmu any depression 
whatever. If there ic; any country on the face 
of the earth that ought not to be touched by 
depression, it is Queensland. Another motive I 
luwe in lookin;;· to taxation as n, means of 
re\'enne is that the Liberal party cannot resort 
to the desperate means of forcing artificial 
prosperity by building rttilways on the bnd
gr<>nt principle. That was decided :tg·ttinst at the 
last general election, so that the only w<ty 
out of the difficulty is by imposing increasecl 
taxation through the Custom House, so as 
to encourage and protect our industries and 
settle people on the land. \Ve have the word of 
the ::\[inister for Lands that all the lands in the 
neighbourhood of the ,;ettled districts are in the 
hands of brge holderc;~all the bnd worth 
hliYing fur occupation is in the hands of large 
cttpitali,;t,s~grabbed. \Vhen we come to our 
sense' nnd <td,pt <t different fisc:tl policy, which 
will put nil our industries in ~~ flourishing con
dition, we nnmt have land for our farnwrs to 
settle upon, and the best thing one can do, as the 
Government have refnsecl to accede to the motion 
of the hun. member for Darling Downs, is to 
put on a good land tax. \Vhen they do go in for a 
change of policy they will h<tve lem·ned a lesson. 
They nmy as well be "sbted "for a good fat cow 
that gives plenty of milk as for a miserable calf. 
I may "!so mention that, for rettsons I have 
explained, the p<tper,; m·e not required in a hurry; 
so long as they are ready before next se,sion it 
will be sufficient. 

The PHE:\IH~TI said: Mr. Speaker,~There is 
no objection on the part of the <iovcrmnent to 
furnish this information when they <·.ln ; but I 
wish the hon. gentleumn to understand that the 
work can only be done when the other exigencit~~ 
of the department will permit. It will involve 
very long and ctoreful research indeecl. Ei~·ht 
yerwc; nt;o the hon. member for Townsville (i\Ir. 
:\bcross<tn) moved for a similar return, and it 
took twelve months to prepare it. 

The Ho:'{ .. J. 1\I. lifACIWSSAN': This refers 
only to freeholds. 

The PltE\\liER: The hon. gentleman's return 
refers to freeholcls and leasehnldo as well. The 
mturn called for lw the hon. meml,er for Towns
ville was order0d ;m the 28nl liby, 1877, nml 
was not prepared till the following ye<tr, and it 
took all that time to t;ct it rer1<ly. The hon. 
t;entlmnan also a~ked for a fuller return-the 
11re\-ions one wa:-; only a, preli1ninary one-a.nd 
thaL wa,; bid nn the table in September, 1~7R, 
Since then, probably as much bnd again hns heon 
alien<ttecl. Of course the infornmtion c<>n be 
ohtained, but the hon. gentlenutn 1nnHt under
stand that the return c<m only be prep<tred when 
the officers in the dO]mrtment have time to <>ttend 
to it. He cannot expect to lmve it this year, and 
pthsihly not even next. 

:\Ir. BLACK s>tid : I <Jnite agree with the 
hnn. nwrnber for ]1osewood tbc1t this n1otion 
nmy ser1·e a useful purpose if nmde sufficiently 
relinble to let the ·House know the <>mount 
of html which is being· held by the various free
holdcrs~n,nd I <>xsnme that he mem1s <"lso the 
selectors --but I think that according to the 
rea,ding of the rnotion, which fixe~ n rninin1urn 

IHO <teres, it will not serve such a useful 

purpose. I would point out to the hon. member 
tlmt if he wishes a bnd tax to be lmsed on this 
return it will not in any way meet the re~nire
ments of the case. \Vhy, there are holders 
of 20, 30, 40, or RO acres of land who 
are, cmnparatively speaking, nwnopolbing n1orc 
Yaluable land than those who hold from 2,000 to 
3,000 <teres. I believe the hon. member is quite 
.'3incere in wishing to have sorne calculation on 
which he can b"''e a general principle of taxa
tion by which the land will contribute its fair 
proportion to the revenue of the country, but I 
repeat that thh; return, having a rnininnnn of 
holclers uf GJO ctcres only, will fail to effect that 
object, on the ground that the smaller arefls of 
l<tnd are those which will have to contribute 
most to the growing deficiency which we are 
likely to have in the revenue. I would very 
much prefer~ if the Government intend to go to 
what I arn certain \Vonld be an enorn1ous arnount 
of work in compiling this return~that the whole 
of the landholders in the colony had been included 
in the motion, and the return might be made of 
C<Jnsiderable additional value if the approximate 
V<tlue of the land as assessed by municipal 
or divisional boards were added. I am quite 
mv are th<tt this is a return in Yol ving "'n 
enormous amount of labour to the department, 
but if it is to ho of <tny value for the purpose 
for which the hon. member desires, and in the 
principle of which I entirely concur, the return 
mu"t be btt,;cd on the lines I have indicated. 
Kow, the v<tlue of municipt~llancl~which cer
tainly exceeds that of country land~could all be 
obt<ti'ned from the municipal vahmtions. The 
value of country land in the divisions could also 
be ascertained from the divisional Yalu:ttions ; so 
that in order to make this a really valuable 
return the hon. member should add what I 
lmve suggested, and then I consider the return 
would be worthy of the vast amount of 
l<tbour which will ho necessary for compiling 
it ; otherwise it will have little or no pmc
tical value to this House or the country. 
\Ye sh<tll have a return of bndlwlders, and it is 
pov,ible tlmt reference will be nmrle to So-<tnd-so, 
who held 1,200 or 12,000 <teres, and thnt man 
will be held up to public c;corn, bec:1,use he 
holds more than somebody else. That will 
be the view that the hon. member for J:to,e
wood "'nd other hon. members will t<tko, and 
it will be said tlmt the m<tn who holds 11 
gr0:<ter number of acres than somebody else is 
not as good a colonist. I beg· entirely to differ 
frum that principle. I think the hem. member 
:-~hould withdraw hi::; 1notion, and n1ove it again 
in the slmpe in which I suggest, and then the 
Govern1nent would perhaps be ju~tified in t-;"oing 
to the great amount of l<tbour which the return 
will involve; otherwise they would be justified in 
refusing to accede to the motion for the ro"son 
tlmt it will not serl'e any useful purpose. 

Mr. ISA:\ IBE HT, in reply, said: I hccve already 
stated th<tt for the pnrpoc<e of s"ving tts much 
tronhle to the department a,; jJossible I called 
ont "l\ot formal'\ to the nwtion in order to incli
c"'te for whctt purpose I w<>nt this retnrn. I mu 
(1nite prepared to accevt any sugg·estion ur arnend
ment which will m"'ke the papers as useful a,; 
possilJ!e, and I am not particular in aHking that 
thev Hhould be furnished dnring the present 
session ; even if they <tre furni.,hecl within two 
ye<trs it would serve my Jmrpose. I look 
upon this rnotion nwre us n, suggestion that 
the llegistmr-Geneml's Department should 
keep a registc:r of those r:;ort of thing:-;, so 
that the information might be lmd at <tny 
tinte it wa~ required, v<ithont uwving for 
papers. I arn not bound to the wording of 
the motion, and I am prepttred to leave it 
entirely to the Government to supply the best 
information possible. I cannot agree with what 
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h,u; fallen frnm the hon. member f<ll' J\hclmy. 
He mm;t know that ~mall holdings are alre:ody 
well t.;cxcd under the ])i vi,;iomtl Tloard,; Act, 
alltl di,;tricts which are chiefly settled by small 
holder,; hcwe a great amount of tmublc to get suf
ficient revenue. On the other ha,nd, where hold
ing.-) are in large areas-where there are few 
rond,; to umke and a large mnount of ratable 
property exif;ts-in those di,;tricts they arc 
not able to expend the revenue they de
rive and have money a,; fixed deposits in 
the banks of the colony. It is with the 
ol1ject of distributing- tax:ntion more ec[lmlly 
than at present tlmt I make this motion. Large 
holdings are not prtyin~· their f:tir <p10b in the 
slnpe of taxation, whilst the small hold
ings are taxed alrencly to the very utmost under 
the lJi visional Boards Act. I wn,nt it to be 
underst<Jncl that the pn,pers shoulcl afford the 
most '"efnl information for this pnrpose, and I 
leave it entirely for the department to furnish it 
in the mmmcr they think best. 

Question put and negatived. 

EXKi\IPTION ON GOLDFmLDS. 
l\Ir. TI.AILEY, in lnoving-
'rllat there he lai.fl U11011 the table of U1is Ifon~c, 

eo pies of all corre-;ponrtenee, miuuk..; etc., relating to the 
recent order of the .:\lin;stcr for ]Iinc;:; ''"ithtlr;nving all 
tlit"ereLion from g-old!ichls wanlcns' in <lcalin~ 'vlLh the 
question of exemptions-
said: I sboulcl like to see this cnnespondence 
bid on the table of the House. I do not wa,nt 
it printed, but I W:tnt it merely for the infornw
tion of nwruberK who are interm;;tcd in 1uining 
districts. I have received several cmnvlaint's 
from mining ficlcb lately- notably Gym pie 
:end Clmrters Tower.s-that the qrder lately 
given l >Y the :;\linister for Mines ha.s httd a 
very injurion.:l effect upon the nnmorout:J cnnt
panies which [Ll'8 tlO\V being- fonue(l to work 
np abandoned grom1d on those fields. Until 
I Hoe the corre:o;powJence and the }:xecutiYe 
rninute.s I will refrain ft·mn saying fl.nything on 
the subject. I beg to move the motion standing 
in nty na1ne. 

The 2\Ili\'ISTER FOR MLi'\J<:S said : Mr. 
Spe>tker,-'l'he re:tson thctt made rne call out 
"1'\ot formal " to this motion W<os that T dirl not 
know the ca.use nf it. I have never done anv
thing in the way of refusing applic<ttions nHtlto 
1Jy 1niners fur exemptions frorn lnbour condition:-; 
if any gnoclreasnn conld be giYPH for it. I lutd a, 
list prepctred to-du.yof the exemptiondromlahnur 
conclitiow.; t:;T:l,nte~t on the different golJfielch 
throughout the colony during· the bst six 
months, and found that during that period there 
wcn"3 thitt_v-onc cxen1ption;:; on G-ylupit·, twenty
eight at OharterM Towers, _ten at J~theridge, 
three at the Palmer, one at Rockhampton, two 
at Horlgkinson, one at R<wenswood, one at Kil-. 
kivan, one at l\lulgT:1ve. a,nd one nt NGlJo. 1 
have never refnsnd to gra,nt exr1nption frmn 
hthonr cnndition/'5 if real1y good rectson~ conld lJ<" 
triven fm' gra.ntingGxtnnptiond. rrhe hon. lll81Uber 
for \Vicle Bay :;;1ys he has received information, 
or conlphtints, front 1niriers a.hout nty refw.;a1 
to grant cxe1nption front htbour condition~. I 
can tell the hon. gentleumn that I luwe never 
refnBed one applic:ttion. Son1elvnv, ho\vever, 
the member for \Vide Btty gets information 
that nobody else happens to be posoessed of. 
HA is the champion of the timber-getter-the 
pioneer of the country ; he is the champion 
of the fu,rmer, who is also a very useful man; 
and he io the champion of the miners and of 
the licensed vietuallers ; he is the champion of 
tlw,;e four das,es. I am sure the hrm. member 
will be s>tti,;fied when I tell him that I have not 
refmed one single application for exemption on 
Charters Towers. I have often, when the gold 

wn,rden has recommended exemption from bbonr 
conclitions, :cskecl for further infonmction if the 
rensonH given in the n,pplica.tion were not Ha.tiB
factory. All tlmt I want to do is to assure my
self that tho-,e who take up bnd on goldfields 
take it up for mining purpotieS and not for the 
purpo,m of locking· up the land from other,;. I 
have ha.d nutny cornplainh; frorr1 \Vorking minerf:i 
on various goldfields of the colony, bbming me 
ve.ry considerably for these exemptions, whi?h, 
they say, have prevented other people workmg 
thchtnd. There are, however, causes fur exemp
tions. Often times a mine does not return suffi
cient gold to pay the working expenr;es fur a 
consirlerable time, nnd after a 1nan had incurred 
a very large outlay for machinery it would be 
very hard indeed, and very unjust, if we refused 
him relief in the shape of exemption from labour 
conditionR. So f<1r ati 1ny recollection sel'VOti tne, 
in not one sin~· le instance ha, ve I refuKed an 
npplic.ction for exemption where anything like 
fair reasons conld be given. I have not 
always granted six months, but have some
times reduced the time from six to three 
months, with the asmmnce that if proper 
endeavours were mad~ by the applir:>nt to 
work the n1ine a. further exmnption would 
be granted. As to Charters Towers, I holcl in 
my lmnd an application, dated the 2nd of De
cember, which I received from the warden, who 
recnnlnlend:;:; e:xernptinn frmn labour conditions 
being granted to the Phccnix Gold-nlining Con1-
pany. The applictttion w'" macle some time 
ago, ancl as I did not feel satisfied with it I 
asked fm further informtttion. I found that the 
l:tnrl !lad been taken up two an<! a-half year", 
ancl that during that period aixteen month8' 
exemption had been granted. I did not feel 
jn~titied in gr[tnting six nwnths n1orc with
ont a,sking for aclditionnl infornuttion. I 
therefore requestccl the warden to fnmish 
that inf"rmtttion. He has now rlone so, an<! 
I »m perfectly stttisfied that the cornp:cny is 
endeavouring to procure 1nachinery, and that 
there is '" fair pro.svect of their cloing w. On 
aacertaining that, I g-ranter! the exemption at 
once. It is a very Jelic:tte matter to deal with. 
I have no desire to cripple or injure this industry 
in any way; I have done everything thoct I 
conlcl to foster and assist. it, but at the snmc 
time I have a right to be stttisfied that 
there is some fair prospect in taking up this 
claim for mining- l"""es that the land io 
taken U1J for the' purpol-'8 of working, and i:-; 
not held fur merely specubtil·e purposes. 1 cr,sk 
to be satisfiml cclJont that, and when I mn 
Httif5ficd of course the applicrt,tion for exemption 
fron1 1al!)Ollr condition.s is gra.nted. The only 
letter>J I sent to the gold w,uclen were to that 
effect. Recently two application,; for gold
ruining le:-tSI'~l were nwde in one rnonth, :tnd 
then'~ month after the parties taking up the 
clahn a:-;ked for six tnonth:-~' exmnption, \v~it.lwnt 
giving ~tny r:"rtson at all. I then in~trnctetl the 
Under ;.leerctnry to ;;ellll a letter to the gold 
warden st:tting th,tt it was no use :<ending >t[Jplica
tion:-; for exClnption in l'C"'-pect of a cl:.tiln which 
lmd only been taken up one month, >J,JH] on which 
no work whatever hac! been perform<'J, and tlmt 
they would not he granted without some goud 
reason being given. The ·whole correspondence is 
'imply to that effect. I hope the hon. gentle
man is satisfied with the information I hn,ve 
gi vcn. The GoYernrnent lutve no intention to 
cripple or throw any impe<liment in the way of 
endeavours to develop the goldfields, bnt at the 
same time it is only fair tlmt I should have oome 
asSJlrance that the bnd is not taken up for 
oJ >eculative 1 mrpo.su.s, but for working. If it will 
he "'ny sati.,facti<On to the hon. member I c:u1 
give him copies of the letters sent to the gold 
~arclen. I believe there were only two. 
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The ATTOIU\BY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Itutlcdo;e) said : lHr. Speaker,-With all due 
respect to the hon. member for \Vide Day, I 
think the methotl he has cho.Ren in bringing this 
matter before the House is a very E':lsy one for 
hon. members to adopt in order to appear to 
the 1nining constituencies as being very greatly 
interested in their behalf. If the hem. member 
hat! done what I did on receiving a letter on 
this subject, he would have got erpml F"ti.".
faction, though probably not HO much publicity. 
He might have done as I did; that is, lmvegone at 
once to the ·Minister for \Vorks, interviewed him 
on the subject and ascertained what the facts 
really were, awl then communicated direct with 
those who had complained to him. I daresay 
the hrm. gentleman will, with some people in 
the colony, get credit for being remarkably 
interested in the miners, because he puts this 
motion on the paper and gets it all into 
Hansm·d, and figures as the friend of the 
rninor::;, when probably sorue n1injng 1nen1hen; 
who have not done this will be regarded 
as takiu~ no interest whatever in their welfrtre. 
I wioh the miner,; to know that it i" not thooe who 
s:ty moot in the House-who fignre mo,;t largely 
on the notice-paper-who r~ally do devote 
themselves to furthering the interests of the 
minero of this colony. The hon. gentleman 
really has not rendered the Henice he might 
have ren<lered to the miners. I daresay 
the letter I wrote in answer to the letter 
I rec.:eived, conveying the gratifying infonnation 
I obtained from the l\Iinic;tcr for l\Iines, is 
alreatly in the hands of those who wrote to me, 
where>Ls if they h't<l been made to wait until 
the circumlocutory method the hrm. member 
lms arlo[Jted was com[Jleted, they would have 
to wait till next week - till they get 
their Hw"a;·ds- to have the satisfaction of 
knowing that they have been labouring under 
a delusion as to the intentions of the 
l\Iinister for ::\Iincs. '!.'he hon. member ought to 
kno\'\.'-repre~,enting a con~tituency in which 
ruiHing is carried on-that the w~trden is not 
entrusted with discretion in granting exemptions. 
\Vhat he rlocs is, when application io made, to 
hear what i., said for and against the appli
c:ction, and send to the l\Iinbter for J\lines 
his recmmn<mclation on the subject. That is 
what has bc"n rlone heretofore am! that ic< 
wlmt is being rlone now, and nothing the 
l\finioter for J\Iinc' has ·written to the varions 
wa,rdens io snggesti,-e of any inte11tion on his 
p~trt to depa,rt frmn the usage which ha.H 1Joen 
prevalent heretofore. I an1 very glnd to know 
tlmt no such intention exists in the mind of the 
lwn. gentlenwn. I an1 too thoroughly con
vinced of his anxiety to promote the welfnre of the 
nlining }Jopnlation of the colony in every possible 
way to feel the least anxiety as to the course he 
will adopt in this or any other matter. I mn 
perfectly satisfied that he is HCcund to rwnc in his 
anxiety to rlo all that e\·er a liberal- minded 
1uan can possil Jl;,~ de\'ioe to develop the 1niuing 
resource'-; of the colony; and as long al:5 he ha:-; 
charge of the department I feel perfectly certain 
tlmt the interests of the miners will be well looked 
after, and that no such foolish erlict will be issued 
as that attributed to him by thoc<e who probably 
harl not the opportunity of knowing any better. 

Mr. KELLETT said: :Mr. Speaker,--! think 
the "\.ttorney-General has rei red his elof]uence well 
for the benefit of his constituents to-day. \Ve 
are happy to hear his eloquent voice on any 
occasion, but he now attacko the member for 
\Vide Bay for calling attention to a matter in 
I,ublic and getting it into Hrrnm1'd. If the hon. 
n1e1nber's own ~pcech was not intended to Bhow 
how Yory anxiou~ he is for the ndnern, I do not 
know what ebe it can posoibly be for. If the 
Attorney-General would let us hear his eloquent 

language, of which he has such a flow on all 
ucc<tsions, in some better way than by traducing 
some other hon. member who is trying to rlo his 
duty it would be far better. The hon. gentleman's 
rema.rks were altogether uncalled for. 

Mr. NOHTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I agree 
with what was said by the hrm. gentleman who 
has just sat down. Certainly the remarko 
applied to the hon. member for \Vide Bay 
were the most extraordinary I have ever heard 
in this House. '' You should do as I do, not 
as you did. You should follow my exmnple; 
that is the proper way - that is what 
the miners like." But wlmt harm i" there 
in bringing the f]Hestion forward publicly? 
1\one whatever. The motion is simply that 
certain papers may be tabled. I do not think 
the Mini;;ter for Mines objects; and I hope they 
will be produced. l should like to see the corres
pondence; and I think the Attorney-General, 
instead of making speeches like he made jnst 
now, had better attend to the House a little 
more. If the hon. member hac! given uo his vote 
the other nig·ht against the tax on machinery, 
which affects the miners very much, hi,; 
action would have been appreciated far mom 
than the speech he has jw,;t clelivered. 
l\liners do not c>tre for that sort of butter; 
they like something more oubstantial. As 
far as the motion is concerned, it is desirable 
that the papers should be laic! on the table. I 
do not wish any one to SUJll"'se that I think gold 
wardens should be allowed to grant Pxemptions 
as they like. It is the custom, however, to grant 
those reconnnencled by the wardens with very 
few exceptions. I qnit~ support what the 
l\Iinioter for :Mines has said, and I am sure he 
he would act in all matters of the kind with 
perfect fairness. I hope there will be no opposi
tion to the motion. 

i\Ir. Sl\IYTH said: Mr. Speaker,-! think in 
gntnting exernptioHs frmn the labour conditions 
the Minister for l\Iines is quite right in stickin~ np 
his b:1ck >1t tinres. I know in Gym pie, Yery often, 
spcculator~·-I do not say "Ininen:;"~t_Lpply for 
exemption in order to erect machir,cry. These 
exen11Jtions got :c;o nu1nerons thnt the wa,rden at 
last insisted thnt thoc,e persons ohnnld, if they 
intended to erect machinery, make their calle, 
pnt their money into the bank, and show their 
pass-book to him in every case to show that they 
rully intended to erect machinery. In many 
cases the applications are only frauds, as it is 
never intended to erect machinery. Snch 
a.pplicntions for exen1ptions never cmne frmn 
IJoH.1 ,tide 1niners, but fnnn spr-cula.tor::;, and 
imliYiduals who may be called mining land
sharks. The mining law as it stands pro
vides thu.t, after working a clairn for tw-elve 
months without getting payable gold, the pro
prietor~ have a right to get exmnption for six 
month,; from the lnbunr conclitiono. But there 
'ue other circmnstm1ccs under which the labour 
conditions shonld be dispensed with for a time. 
Pcrlutps a cla.iln is tctken up frnru which no prty
able results are ol1tained for a long time. A le:t''e 
uf twenty-five acres-which is the limit to which 
the gold-ininer can hold a lease-may be taken np, 
and after the upper levels are \l'orkecl out the 
party rnay cu1nrnence deep sinking. 1J ntil gold 
is struck the number of men usually employed is 
six-three shifts with two men in each ; and it is 
impossible for them to comply with the labour 
conditions and put on the requioite number of 
men. Therefore, the warden is quite right in 
making recommendations to the :Minister for 
]\fines in such cases that exemptions should be 
grnntccl. I know that the privilege of exemption 
is more abuser! in Victoria and New :South 
\Vales than in this colony. A short time ago 
a man named \Valbce, in Victoria, held an 
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immense f]Uantity of leases and did not comply 
with the conditions; and in Now Sonth \Vales[l, 
lot of gold-mining lm1d is locked up by leases, 
the conditions of which are not fulfilled. As far 
as this colony is concerned, the labour conditions 
have been fulfilled better than in the other 
colonies, no matter who has been JVIinister for 
J\Unes, whether the hon. member for Townsville, 
the member for Port CUl'tis, or the present 
Minister for Mines. I do not think that on 
Gympie any reasonable reqne,.;t for exemption 
from the labour conditions has been refnsecl; 
at the same time the Minister for l\1ines should 
see that exemptions are not trifled with. I 
will juet bring under the notice of the hon. 
gentleman a small case of my own. I have 
hctely been the means of discovering a find 
of gold which m>ty be pay>tblc or may not. In this 
case we are U.\vay smne distance fron1 crush~ 
ing mrtchinery. I will take the instance, srty of 
twelve rr1en's gronnd being trtken up and six 
men employed upon it : There can only be six 
men employed becanse there is no mectns of 
getting the Htone testo<l. There ctre not sufficient 
stampers to test it. There are not sufficient 
stmnpers on the Gympie Gold Field at present 
to crush the stone there, and we e:tnnot get suffi
cient stmnpers for testing the stone at Tmvcston. 
Until we C[l,n get the stone tested we cctnnot 
prove whether it it< payrtblc or not, and we h:tve 
hctd no time to hnve machinery erected there; 
and it would be nnbir to ask people to fulfil the 
labour conditions until they c:1n get stampers to 
test the sto11e. I think it is quite right tlut a 
wctrden should have discretion in such "' cctse as 
that. 

1\Ir. HAMILTON said : I am snrprised that 
the Attorney-General should have spoken to the 
hon. member for vVide Bay in the way he has 
done, but at the same time I think he has struck 
the true cause of his action. I may say that that 
gentleman is in the habit of fossicking· around 
various mining electorates, po.ssibly with a view 
to undennining the sitting mernber:-; antl making 
himself popular. I remember on one occasion 
when he ct"tme to myself. It was in connection 
with the goldfield homestead are[l,S, and the hon. 
member called on me and said, " I intend 
to table a motion regarding these homestead 
areas." The miners were objecting at the time to 
homestead areas being granted where they inter
fered with claims. I said tn the hon. member, 
"I heard [l,bout that two or three weeks [l,go, and 
I have seen the Minister (Mr. Macrossan) about 
it, and it is not going to occur." A week after 
that the hon. member for \Vide Bl1y talJlecl his 
motion, and got credit for obtaining what I had 
obtainea. 

l\Ir. BAILEY, in reply, said : Mr. Speaker,
I t"tm exceedingly sorry that I should nppeltr to 
be doing anything which I should not do. I do 
not trouble IIrmswYl much; in fact I care 
very little for Hansard. When I moved that 
these papers should be tctbled I did not wish the 
papers to be printed, but merely that memberH 
tt"tking an interest in mining might see them and 
come to their own conclusions a.s to whether the 
new departure that has taken place in the 
management of the lVIining Dep>trtment is for 
the benefit of the mining interest or not. I may 
st"ty frankly that my intentions were favourable 
to that speculative class of whom the Minister 
for Mino'; seems to hctve such a rlread. 

The MINISTER :FOR MINES : I have no 
dread of anyone. 

Mr. BAILEY : After companies [l,re formed 
to take np are:1s on a mining field it requires 
some considerable time before they c>tn get to 
work upon it, and if they have to comply with 
the labour conditions at once they will be 
only wasting the shareholders' money. I am 

very glad to hear that the papers will be 
laid on the t[l,ble of the House. I will 
only say one word to the Attorney-General, and 
that is-that while he >tpplied what I suppose he 
would call the scrubbing-brush to me he soft
soaped the 7\IinL;ter for \VorkH and himself most 
deliberately. The way they scratched each 
other's backs was very pretty indeed. No doubt 
both of thern are very good men and very good 
n1e1nbers~very good 111ining n1en1bers; but they 
n1jght lea,,e n1e alone, at any rate, when they 
want to flatter each other. 

The l\HNISTJ~R FOR MINES : One word 
in exphtnation, lVIr. Speaker. I am not in the 
habit of flattering anybody. 

Qne·,tion put and passed. 

ALLEGED WlWNGFFL SEIZUEE OF 
THE "l<'OREST KING." 

Mr. MIDGLRY said: Mr. Spe<>ker,-\Vith 
the permi'"im1 of the Rouse, I wiKh to alter the 
n1ntion of which I hn,ve given notice, Ho far as 
the constitution of the Committee is concerned. 
If the amendment iK agreed to my motion will 
then be:-

That n Select. Committee be ap]JOinted to inqnlrc 
into the petition of S:u1tnl"l IIoctg·son, 1Jrcsente(l to the 
Honso on the 21st .Jnly lac.;t, with rcfercneo to the 
alleged "\Yl'OH;4'fnl seizure oftlw vessel "For~ ·:;t King." 

Tlmt sur-h Committee lwsc power to scn<l [or pcr
~ons and paper:::. and lctve to sit dnring- an.\" atljonrn
mcnt of the House, and that it consist of the following
members, nameh·: ~le::.-'·r . ..:. Alantl, Kcllctt, V\'""akellelll, 
Foote, Stcvcns, J)(maldson, and the mover. 
In moving for the appointment of thic; COl\1-
mittee, I may state that I know very little in
deed about the details of the affair, ami if it be 
my lot and my duty to act upon the committee 
I consider that would be in some measure a 
qualification for the dL;clmrge of the duty. I 
have no bias in the mctttor, and even if 1 were 
able to do it I should be unwilling--and I think 
it inexpedient-to go into details on the subject. 
The facts, ,I think, are : that JVIr. Rodgson, 
who presented the petition mentioned to the 
House, has the impression that he has suf
fered darnn,ge through the alleg~d wrongflll Reiznre 
of his Vfl'1sel. ThiK vessel ',YaK engaged, as I 
understand it, in the Pacific Island recruiting 
trrtde. It \Vas engaged with the (}ovennnent 
sanction, and was dnlv licensed. It carried the 
ref]nirPcl interpreters on hoard ; and the Govern
ment agent on board the ":B'orest King" appenrs 
to have been a man who faithfully discharg-ed his 
duty, who vigilantly watched the conduct of the 
captainanclcrew, and who on one or two occn,sions 
wrote to the captain, telling him that he reqnirecl 
to he more thoroughly s>ttisfied about the recruits 
understanding the interpreters, or he would stop 
the recruiting-a man in no wcty lax or indolent 
in the discharge of the duty entru<tBd to him. 
The" Forest J{ing" \Va~ seized on a charge of kid
napping, and the case was cctrriecl into one of our 
courts, and resulted in bvonr of the petitioner, 
who had awarded to him the costs. But the peti
tioner alleges that he has suffered damage-suf
fered actual substantial pecuniary loss-through 
the sei7-ure and detention of his vessel, ancl ho 
snbmits to this House his claim for compensation 
for the damage which he alleges he received 
through the wrongfnl seizure of his ve:;sel. I am 
not prepared, as I s,dd lJefore, to state whether 
the vessel was wrongfully sei7-ed or not. I am 
not prepared to say ~vhet'hor the recruiting was 
carried on properly or not; but I think this is a 
Ct"t'1e where the House may very fairly be askerl 
to appoint a committee, or select a committee 
by ballot, or in any way they nmy think proper, 
to inquire into the statement of the petitioner. 
That 1\Ir. Hodgson has suffered very se!'ious loRs 
I have not the slig·htest doubt, but whether he 
has a claim ctgainst the country for compenscttion 
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for that loss I am not n,ble n,t present to form 
n,n opinion. Thn,t will ben, mn,tter for the select 
committee to inquire into n,nd report upon to 
the Hou,e. I beg to move the motion, n,s 
:1.uwnded, standing in 1ny nn1111":, 

".'\he l'R~~.YI_~ER sn,id : :\Ir. Spon,ker,-The 
} on:::;t IZ1ng- 'V<1R, a8 the hon. n1mnber has 

saifl, engaged in recruiting in the Sonth Sea~, 
m1fl while eng::1ged in that occupntion she WfLS 

seized by the "Swing·er" un<ler the Kidnn,p
ping Act n,nd brought to Brisbane for the 
cn,se to be determined in the Vice-Admimlty 
Conrt. The Vice-Admiralty Court is "' comt 
which proceeds on strict rules of legal eYi
clence, and there wn,s not sufficient I< ·;;a! 
evidence to jmtify the court in condemning 
her. Consectuently she wn,s re]en,scd, and the 
owners of the ship got their costs. I hn,ve no 
comp!nint to make of that decision considerin~ 
the e\·idence that wn,s before the' court. B1;t 
the hnn. member did not tell the Hon.;e tlmt 
there WlcS mwther inquiry held n,fterwards. 
]<;very one of the ishnders brought lw the 
"l~.,orest I{ing" \Vas separately exa1nined before 
the Royal Commission that sn,t in the North, and 
their finding on the evidence wets as follows :-

""\Ye nre of opinion that all the recruits brought by 
the 'Forest King' 'verc decoyed on b0ard ul1(ler false 
pretences; that the nature of their engag-ements \HlS 
never explained to them ; and that none of them 
understood they \Vere to work on a sugar vlantation for 
any period, mnch less for three years." 
The Gm·ernment acted upon that and sent the 
boys back to their homes. Mr. Hodc.·son peti
tions for compensn,tion for the loss he ~sustn,ined 
on that ,,]venture. If what the hon. member 
wants to do is to reverse the findhw of that 
ConHniHsion who exarnined the witnes;es on the 
plantations, I should be very loth indeAd to 
consent to it ; and I do not see how "' com
mittee sitti?g here can reverse thn,t finding when 
n,ll the w1tnesses have left the country. It 
happens that the "Swinger" is at present in 
port for a few days, but I do not see what more 
can be done than to compare the decision of 
the Vice-Admiralty Court on the insufficient 
evidence before it with the finding of the Com
mission who had all the evidence before them, 
n,ncl say with which they n,gree. I believe the 
finding- of the Royal Commission to be correct ; 
and if so, what claim lms :Mr. Hodgson for com
pensation.? Like "' gren,t mn,ny ~ther persons 
engaged m n,n unforturmte ad ventnre-without 
n,ny bbme to himself personally-his servants 
h::tve led him into trouble. I have maintn,inecl 
all the time this Polynesian business has been iu 
my hamls, _that no owner of a ship shall g-et n,ny 
compens:ttwn for the misconduct of his own 
servants, although there wn,s a Gm ernment 
agent on b<mrd. The Government have under
taken responsibility in the matter to the extent 
of the Bill which the House pn,ssecl the other 
day for compensation being given to the em
ployers, and that is a long wn,y to g-o. IV e 
certn,inly shall not n,sk the House to compensate 
the owners of t.he ships, nor do I think n,ny hon. 
member will mn,ke such a request. If the hon. 
memb~r ~esires to reverse the finding of the Royal 
CommJsswn, I shall certainly strongly oppose 
the motion, because the Committee can have no 
proper basis for doing so. If their finding is 
right J\'lr. Hodgson hn,s no claim on the House, 
although he may haven, very strong cn,use of com
pln,int against his servants. That is how the 
matter stn,n.Js n,t the present time. I d•mbt 
whether, if the hon. member had thonght it over 
more fully, he wonld have desired the n,ppoint
ment of this Select Committee. If it is intended 
to reverse the finding of the Royn,l Commission, 
the inquiry should be a generai one, and not n,n 
inquiry into an isolnted cn,se all the witnesses in 
which have left the colony. 

Mr. KELLETT sn,id: Mr. Spen,ker,-Thereis 
a mn,tter in connection with this which it is 
necessary for me to bring under the notice of the 
House. JYiy nmne a ppen,rs in the motion as one 
of the mmnbers to he appointed on the Select 
Committee. I was asked some time ago by the 
hon. member for Fassifern if I would n,ct on the 
connnittee; and, as I know nothing about the 
case except what I have seen in the newspaperR, I 
com:~ented. Yesterday evening, to 1ny great 
ac;tonishment, I wn,e; informed by the hon. 
member that the Premier objected to my being 
on the committee. I was mther bken aback, 
n,nd asked what reason there could be for 
it ? The hon. member replied that it was 
because I was a pers<mal friend or reln,tive of 
J\Ir. Hodgson. Now, I n,m in no way related to 
or connecte(l with :3-Ir. Hodgson. No tnan in 
Brisbane knows le.s..., of hiln than I do; I have 
only been once in his house n,ll the yen,rs I !m vo· 
l>een here. I could not understand it, n,nd there 
are only three rea,sons that can possibly n,ccount 
for it. 'rhe first is, thn,t he thinks I might be 
bought by J\Ir. Hodgson to act in an im
proper way on the committee - n,lthough I 
hardly think he could go so br n,s that ; 
the second is, that he thinks I would not gi vo 
my vote acconling- to the evidence put before the 
committee; n,nd the third is that he •loes not 
wioh n, member to be on the committee who 
would give n,n independent .-ote on the question. 
It is the most extraordinary thing- that has lmp
pened to me since I came into the House. I can 
hardly believe the Premier intended his objection 
as "' direct insnlt to me ; therefore I must fall 
hack upon one of the other two reasons, and 
that is only another proof of our present conten
tion that the mernhers of select con,mittees 
n,re appointed on an utterly wrong basis. \Vhat
ever else hon. members mn,y think of me, I 
am sure they cmmot think I am a man likely 
to give an in1proper decision on this or any 
other question that mn,y be put before me. 
Therefore thn,t cannot be the Premier's ren,son 
for objecting to me; and I am'conser1uently driven 
to the third rea,son, tlmt he objects to an indepen
dent member being put on the committee-he only 
wants men appointed who len,n towards his own 
wn,y of thinking. I do not sn,y he wants them to 
do n,nything improper, but merely that he is 
muious to lmve his own iden,s cm-ried out. If com
mittees are to be appointed on that basis they 
will he "' perfect brce n,nd utterly useless. It 
shows that the recent argument agn,inst the 
I~lections n,ml Qualifications Committee wn,s "' 
good one, n,nd thn,t the sooner its duties were 
removed from the scope of the House the better 
for the House and the better for us all. A cOJn
mittee of this kind ought to be appointed by 
ballot, and I certainly nmet withdmw my name 
from it, as I will not act under such ch·cum
stances. 

The PRE.YIIER: I think I ought to sn,y 
something in explann,tion. I have heard with 
surprise the speech of the hon. member for 
Stanley. It is a gl'eat pity he did not speak to 
me about the matter before, and let me know 
something n,bout it. 'rhe list of names in the 
motion which you hn,veput, J\1r. Spen,ker, was sub
mitted to me by the hon. member for l<'assifern, 
n,nd I said I hn,d no objection whatever to them. 
There has been "'stmnge misunderstn,ncling some
where. I do not think my conversn,tion with the 
hon. member for Fn,ssifern should lmve been 
mentioned here, nor shonld it have been men
tioned by him to n,nyone else. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: There was"' conversation 
then? 

The PREMIER : Yes ; he spoke to me abont 
the committee ; I sn,id I did not think it wn,s 
properly constituted. \Vith respect to the hon. 
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member for Stanley, I said "Is he not rather 
intimate with Mr. Hodgwn?" If he had been 
so I mu sure the hon. member wonld admit 
himself that that was g-ood reason why he should 
not act on the committee. On being assnred it 
W<l.S a tnistake, I said '~ Of course, there is no 
objection." It is altogether a miRtmderstanding-, 
for which I do not think I am in the least 
responsible. 

Mr. l''OOTE said: Mr. Speaker,-After the 
discussion that hrts tr~ken place I do not feel at 
liberty to go on the committee either; bemtuse 
the committee, after a Lliscu,,;ion of this sort, 
\vonld be looked upon as c0nsisting of per.::;ons 
who would not have been picked if they did not 
hold certain views. Xot that I think that is the 
case, but I know thrtt with committees chosen in 
the ordinary way there i.s generally a clmrge 
made by one side or the nther of inability, Ol' 

bias, or prejndice, or one-sidedness and all tlmt 
kind of thing ; and when we have a prejudice to 
begin with it is fatctl to the committee. I am 
very glad the hon. member for Stanley h:ts 
brought this matter forw:trd ; I shall certainly 
withdrr.w my name from the committee, and I 
would advise the hon. member for Fassifern to 
do the same with the motion. 

Mr. J\HDGLEY said: Mr. Speaker,-I want 
to mctke :t personal explanation before the debate 
goes fnrther. I consider that what has been srtid 
may put me in a falsP. positinn. I hrtd no alter
native except to put in the names that are men
tioned in the motion, after I hrtd asked hon. 
gentlemen to act, as, if I had left them out, they 
would have asked me the reason. I believed the 
hem. the Premier's objection to J\Ir. Kellett's 
name was a good one ; I belieYed he had informa
tion as to what he stated-that there was wme 
relationship or connection by marriage--

The PRE::YliER : I did not say so. 

Mr. MIDGLEY: Or some unusual intimacy 
which would make it unseemly for the hon. 
member for Stanley to act on the committee. I 
told the hon. member for Stanley what had 
[>[Ls,ed at the interview, and I informed the hem. 
the Premier this afternoon thn,t I believed what 
he had said was not the ca~e. The Premier then 
withdrew his objection to the hem. member's 
name. I do not see that what has passecl is any 
justification for the hon. member for Bundanbct 
to withdraw his name from the committee--

Mr. FOOT:B~ : I do. 

Mr. MIDGLEY: Unless he has a desire to 
harass and humbug the thing. I had his consent 
to put his name on the committee, ancl there I 
shall leave it. 

Mr. BLACK said : Mr. Speaker,-I have no 
intention of op]Josing this committee in any 
way ; but I think it is hardly likely to le::td to 
any useful result. However, as I do not think 
the Premier is oppcmed to the committee, I think 
the statement he has made should not be allowed 
to pass unchallenged, as it would leave the cmn
mittee to commence the investigation with a 
wrong impression of what I think are the real 
facts of the case. The Premier has seen fit to 
mix up the seizure of the "Forest I(ing" with a 
nmtter which occurred much later-the Commis
sion appointed to inC(uire into the method of 
recrniting certain boys. 

The PREMIER : By the "Forest King," and 
on that voy::tge. 

Mr. BL.\.CK : I am quite prepared to admit 
that that is perfectly correct; but I think the 
House should bear in mind th::ct we had fl uer
fcctly legal tribunal which acqnitted the capt'ain, 
and, I as:-;u1ne, the owners of the "Forest I(inu," 
of having in ::tny way infringcel the l'olynesi7tn 
Act. Th::tt was the result of the case tried before 

one of the judges of the Supreme Court in 
Brisbane. All the witnesses were brought down 
ctnd "verdict was given in favour of the ":Forest 
King." On the other hand we had another tribunal 
known as the Royal Cmn1nission, \Vhich did not 
take any evidence according to the usual legal 
way in which evidence is taken. Although I mu 
not prepared now to differ in any wcty from the 
verdict they arrived at, I must scty tlmt l think 
the decision of a judge in the Snprenw Conrt 
would have far gre:tter weight with the country 

i tlmn tlmt of " somewhat irresponsible cCJn
miosion. I think that should be clearly under
stood by the Hem'"· So far as I remember the 
facts, the seizure of the '' }'orest ICing" l\'rtH 

brought about to a very gn:::tt extent by 
' the action of one of the Government ser

vants. I think I am right in saying thnt 
tho officer in charg·e of H.JYI. S. "Swinger," 
after exfLinining the papers of the" ],orest l(ing," 
cmne to the conclusion tha,t everything wa~ being 

; c::trriecl on in accordance with the law, aml it 
was not until one of the officers of the Queens
land Government imlnced him to take action 
that the vessel was seized. '\Vhen the case came 
before one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
the vessel was released. Now, the present is not 
the JH'O!Jer time to t!iscuss the merits of the two 
inrruiries --the one held before the Supreme 
Court and the other hel<l in a so mew hat informal 
wrty by the members of the Commission; but 
that a \Vrong \Vrt.s conunittecl on the owners of 
the "Forest King" is undeniable ; ::end, so 
far as I remember, the judge who tried the 
case Ra.id as n1nch, fLnd rcgl'ettecl he was 
unable to gh e damages in favour of the 
owner as ag::tinst the Admiralty. On the 
one hand, JYrr. Speltker, we have the verdict 
given by one of our judgef:l of the Suprerne 
Court in favour of the vessel, after due in
quiry and considerable expense to the country; 
and then again we have the decision arrived ::et 
by the Commission and confirmed by the hem. 
Premier, which has certainly not the same leg-al 
value as that arrived at by the Supreme Conrt 
ju<lge.s. 

Mr. BUOOK:B;S srtid: Mr. Speaker,--If the 
hon. member for l<'assifern will t::tke my advice 
he will withdraw this motion and never. bring it 
forward a.g ,tin. 

Mr. MIDGLEY: I shall not. 
Mr. BROOKES: No good can possibly come 

of it. It begins badly--by discrediting the gentle
men who are named on the committee. It was 
certainly not judicious of the hon. member for 
Fassifern to rnake a.n improper u5e of the con
versation which passed between him and the 
Premier. He shonld never hctve gone to the hon. 
member for St::cnley. 

Mr. JYUDGLEY: What else could I have 
done? '\Vhat would you have done? 

Mr. 13ROOKES : That is a fair f1uestion. I 
should h::cve said nothing whatever to the hem. 
member for Stanley, and have let his nmne stand. 
I am sure there is no member in this House who 
stands in higher estimation than the hon. mem
ber for Stanley, and I am sorry he should have 
put the three-fold construction he did upon whttt 
took place. \Vhat good can come of the motion? 
'\Vhltt good will this select committee do? I do 
not think the case can be put plainer than it h::ts 
been by the Premier. All they can do is to bring 
into comparison the proceedings of the Admiralty 
Court and the proceedings of the Polynesictn Com
mission. The hon. member for 11aclmy seemed 
to prefer the mode of proceeding in the Admiralty 
Court to that of the Polynesiltn Commission. 
However, that is a matter of t::cste. 11y impres
sion is that the evidence given before the Ad
mimlty Conrt w::cs nothing like so full and 
comprehensive as that submitted to the Poly-
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nesian Commission. The great difficulty in these 
Polynesian matters all along has been to get 
such evidence as was obtained by the Polynesian 
Commission. l\cfany a man has escaped, who 
was undoubtedly guilty, through leg,,] techni
ce~lities. In this case there is a distinct 
verdict by the Polynesian Commission thttt 
there was hardly an atrocity that can be 
committed-and they are very numerous, lVIr 
f-\pe,tker, in the ,;]a ve trade-thftt was not com
mitted by the "li'orc,.:t King." I read the pro
ceerlings that took place in the Supreme Court 
without any idea that I should ha vc to call them 
to memory after this SJXICe of time. I do not 
want to impugn that court or brin,; it into dis
m~temn; but anwng the \dtnesse:.; there was a 
1nissionary, and n1iss,ionaries do not fare very 
well in courts of justice ; there ,;eemo to be a bias 
against then1. Thisn1an lutd been a 1nissionary for 
years and years, and if his evidence had not been 
disbelieved the verdict of that court would have 
been, poHsibly, contrary to what it was. I do 
not want to impugn the rlecision of a court of 
such high st:tnding as the Admiralty Conrt, and I 
say, J\Ir. Speaker, that this select committee can 
do nothing bnt bring-ill to con11Jarisnn the deciRiong 
of the Admirnlty Court and the l'olynesbn 
Counnis.sirm. I trust that hon. members will 
bear in mind what the l'romier said, because 
his st;~tement was very wei:;·hty and amounted 
to this : that while they attempt to make this 
cmupari:-:on of conflicting decisions, the coni
mittee will not have the materials upon which 
to found a just comparison. That is very impor
bnt, and should carry weight with hon. members. 
The committee will not have evirlcnce upon 
which to found a fair and impartbl judgment. 
On the one hand there was a purely legal trial, 
while, as the Premier had snirl, all the witnesses 
examined bythePolynesianCmnrnission areinX ew 
Guinea. I do not see in what way the committee 
can call into question the decision of the Polynesian 
ConunisF:ion by exa.n1ining witnesses over again. 
I trust that the hem. member for l<'assifern will 
think better of this matter. It does not much 
matter how we arrange this committee, it will 
be a ''spotted " committee, and thctt is not a good 
beg-inning ; and aH to the labours of the cmn
mittee, I think, Mr. Speaker, they will end in 
nothinp;. If we ean find five m six hen. members 
of this Honse who are willing to waste their time 
-leave their business and other engagements in 
order to enter upon a tiresome and dreary proceed
ing which will come to nothing, I hrtve nothing 
further to say ; but I fancy th"t will not be so 
eflsily done as may be ima~·incrl. J~verything 
connected with the "Forest King" is connected 
with the foulest lies, nnd it is not likely thnt the 
" Forest J(ing," or anything connected \Vith her, 
will come out unbesmirched. Y on cannot wash 
a blackfellow white. I recommend the hon. 
member for Fassifern to withdraw the motion, as 
the subject has become nauseous. 

Mr. MOTIEHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-No 
doubt the hon. member who has just sat down 
will make the subject as nauseous as he can. He 
certainly can make a speech as nauseous as any
body I ever heard speak in this House. I think 
the hon. member, in his remarks, forgets alto
gether that thereqnestforacommitteeis an appeal 
from a man who believes he has been wronged
whether rightly or wrongly I offer no opinion at 
the present time, at any rate. I think that, when 
there hfls been a difference in the decisions 
given in regarll to a case by t\vo tribunals, 
any man, no matter what his position may be, 
hfts a right to appeal to this Honse for an inquiry 
to decide whether he has been wronged or 
whether he has not. I offer no opinion myself 
on tl1e matter, which is, so to speak, sub judice. 
I think Mr. Hodgson h"s a perfect right to 
appeal to this House for the redress of what he 

considers to be a grievance. I certainly was 
very much survrhed at the action taken by 
the hon. Premier with regard to the consti
tution of the pmposed committee. I wn.s much 
surprised to find that some h,m, members on 
that side have got into such a condition of 
serfdom that they have to submit to the 
Premier as to whether they shall be allowed to 
constitute et committee or not. I think that the 
disclosures that have taken place-which have 
led to a futile attempt to discredit the chamctcr 
of the hon. member for Stanley, and the 
withdrawal of the hon. mem]Jer for Bun
danba of his name from. that committee
show that the Premier is attempting to exer
cise an undue influence upon the construc
tion of committees in this House to inquire 
into matter.s which petitioners outside the 
House seek to have an im1uiry into. I think 
there can be no doubt about that. The 
Premier has attempted to have selected a biassed 
cmn1nittee a,s he Relected a bia~sed con1n1ission. 
I say that with regartl to only two members of 
the Commission. I do not allude to :Mr. Hose, 
]Jecanse I believe he wc,,s undoubtedly un bia8'ed, 
at nil events, when he entered the CommiRRion; 
bnt I say unhesitatingly that Ivir. JUilman was a 
hhtHHed lnrtn·-:-tll1~Ul who went into that Cmn
rni~sion with a pal'ticnhtrly strong bi::ts agttriHst 
the "]forest ICing,'' becnn.·l8 he had been defe;_tte(l 
in the court of htw in regard to the~t vessel. His 
action w:ts np,,ut by the Supreme Conrt, anrl he 
went on the Con1rllit>sion as a prejudiced 1nan to 
inquire into the case of the "Forest King." The 
hon. member for-·I forg-et whnt constitnency he 
represents-the .£-!GO gentleman-is it Oxley he 
represents? 

An Hoxot:RAmlc liiE"rmm : Bulimba. 

;\Ir. J\10REHEAD: Yes; Bulimba. He went 
in as a strong partisan of the Govern1nent, 
bonnd to bring up a report in their favour. 
He was so biassed by his position in regard to 
supporting the present Government tht~t no 
matter how honestly he intended to act in the 
matter he manife,ted a leaning toward' the side 
of the Government. I think I have clearly 
pointed out that the Government approved of ap
pointing a bias~ecl conunis,~ion so far aH two 1nen1-
bers of that Commission were concerned, and the 
Prernier's biassed action this evenin[_S has shown 
that he wants a biassed committee. I regret very 
much that there should have been such an 
exposnre of the machinations of the Premier as 
has been made to-night with regard to the con
struction of this committee. I think he shonld 
be very much ashamed of his action in asking tho.t 
therimne''' of the members of the committee should 
be submitted to him for approve~l-thathe ought to 
decide the constitution of a tribun:J! appointed for 
the simple purpose of doing justice between man 
find man. 1\Ir. Hodg.son has been, so far as 
I am aware, innocent of any improper practices 
carried on by those in his employ; but this 
Commission has certainly brought in a different 
report, and now Mr. Hodgson wishes, not only 
to clear his own character, but to be relieved of 
the charges which h,we been made against him 
by the action of the Government. Is there 
anything improper in that? Is :llfr. Hodgson 
to come out of this inquiry-as the junior 
member for Xorth Brisbane says-besmirched 
or shown up in some extrfiOr<linary way 
that the hon. gentleman did not know or 
care to explain ; !Jut that he should come 
out of it, at any mte, a dishonoured man. 
That was t<J be the result. If JYir. Hodgson 
thought that, I think he .would be the last 
man to ask for the appoi11tment of a com
mittee. I fflncy he is a man who knows 
his own business; at any mte, he is an old 
and respected colonist, a man well known and 
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respected in this colony. He has been a mem
ber of one of the branches of our Legislature, 
and I think he has a perfect right to ask that 
an in(juiry shall be held into this matter. 
If he did not ask for a committee of inquiry 
he would go forth branded as having conniverl 
at certain gross iniquities in the labour trade, 
and he only asks now for a fair trial and 
to be tried by a tribunal appointed by this 
House. Surely there C[tn be nothing improper 
in that-surely it is what any honourable man 
would ask-and I sincerely trust the House will 
allow this motion to pass. Whether the name,; 
of the committee are altererl or not I care not; 
but I believe, no matter who is appointed, they 
will do their duty faithfnlly and truthfully, and 
that is all Mr. Hodgson asks. 

Mr. MIDGLEY s"'id: I just wish to 
enlin·hten the House on one point alluded to by 
the lwn. member for Balonne. The committee 
that I proposed was not submitted for 'the 
apprm·al of the Premier. The list of names was 
never shown to him until it appeared on the 
business p:-tpcr. A . .fterwarcls, in conversation 
with him, allnsion wrrs nmde to the·;e two par
ticular names, anrl I think the objections, if tme, 
were reasnnahle and bir objections to Le 
made; bnt tlntt I snbmittecl the names to the 
Premier in the first instm1ce for approv"'l it 
h; utterly a mistake. I feel altogether relnctant 
to go into the details of this crnestion. I do not 
want any member of this House to have the 
least reS:son for sn Pl >Osing that before going 
into the committee I was bbssed either one way 
or the other. I will, therefore, abstrrin now 
frmn going into an expression of opinion, but I 
hope that 1fr. Hodgson's reasonable recru8st 
will be granted. Two tribunals have tried this 
san1e case-one deciding· in hiH favour nncl the 
other agctinst him-and I think it is not unreason
able for him to ask that a conunittee of this 
House be appointed to inquire into the matter. 

Question put and passed. 

PRINTING COJVJ:MITTEE REPORT. 

Mr. FRAAER (on behalf of the Speaker}, as 
Chairman, brought up the Fourth Report of the 
J>rinting Committee, and mov eel that it be 
printed. 

Question put and passed. 

MLNERALOGICAL I.ECTUimHS. 

On the Order of the Day being rettd for the 
consideration in Committee of the following 
resolutions :-

1. That it is desirable that mineralogical Ioctnr'"'TS be 
appointed by thP Government for the purpo~J of visiting 
and lecturing at the mineral fields of the colony, and 
explaining to the miners how the more vnlnable metnls 
may be distingnisheU. and their presenca detected. \vhen 
found in combination with other substances. 

2. That it shall be the duty of these lecturers to 
impart, so far as is pl'rtctimLble, any other informtttion 
which may be of use to miners as r.t means for prosecu
ting the bltsiness of mining to the greatest advantage. 

3. Th:ct 'm Address be presented to His Excellency the 
Govm·nm· praying that His E.xcellcnr,y will be pleased to 
cause a sum ~to be placed on the Supplementary Esti
mates to provide the exp:..'nses enk-tilcd by the above 
appointments. 

On the motion of Mr. NORTON, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House went into Com
mittee. 

Mr. NOR TON, in moving the resolutions, sttid 
he only regretted thnt the sum of £2,000 which 
was to be m"'cle available for this purpose was 
not double the amount. 

1885-2 V 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said when 
that matter was debated in the House there was 
itn expression of opinion that the appointment 
of lecturers would be a benefit to the mining 
community, and it was admitted that the pro
vision made for the establishment of schools of 
mines wonld be adecruate for the purpose. He had 
intimated that ifthehon. gentleman would besatis
fierl with the provision made on the Estimates 
for the estetblishment of schools of mines without 
making any larger cttll upon the public funds of 
the colony, there would be no objection on the 
p,ut of the Government to giving the miners the 
earlier advant"'ge of having lecturers appointed 
to give them elementary instruction before 
schools of mines came into operation. He had, 
therefore, framed an ttmendment upon the 
htm. gentleman's motion, which he thought 
would meet with his approval, providing for 
the payment of mineralogical lecturers out 
of the monevs voted for schools of mines. 
The reAolutim1, as he propo.sed to amend it, would 
ree~d : " That an acldress be presented to His 
Excellency the GoYernor praying that His 
Excellency will be pleased to cttuse the expenses 
ent.tilecl 'by the above appointments to he 
defrayed ont of such moneys as may be votecl 
for schnols of mines." Ho trusted that would 
scttisfy the hon. member. He begged, there
fore, to move that all the words after the 
word ''cause," in the 3rd paragraph, to the word 
" provide," inclusive, be omitted. After tlmt 
was disposed of he would propose a further 
amendment. 

Mr. NOR TON saicl he accepted the nmenrl
ment. 

Amendment put and passed. 

The COI,OXIAL TREASURER moved that 
the following words l1e adderl at the end of the 
3rcl paragraph-namely, "to be defrayed out of 
such moneys as may be voted for schools of 
mines." 

Amendment put and passed ; and resolutions, 
as amended, agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. NORTON, the CHAIR-
3fA~ left the ch"'ir, and reportecl to the House 
that the Committee httcl come to a resolution. 

Mr. NORTON moved that the resolution be 
adopted. 

Question put and passed. 

The PRK\HER s[tid : I am afraid it is too 
late to call attention to the matter, but I would 
ask whether, in accordance with our Standing 
Orders, a resolution of this kind can be received 
on the same day on which it is passed. 

The SPEAKER : I do not think there is any 
difficulty in the matter, because in my opinion 
the resolutions cannot be considered as money 
resolutions. They are only an order of the House 
directing the appropriation of moneys yet to be 
voted. I think they can hardly be accepted as 
money resolutions. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The PREMIER, in moving the adjournment 
of the House, said it was proposed on Tuesday 
to take first the motion for the approval of the 
plans of the c,,irns- Herberton Railway, and 
then to proceed with the Elections Dill in com
mittee. 

The House ndjonrned at ten minutes past 
G o'clock, 




