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Customs Duties Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

GISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tucsday, 8 September, 1885,

Alessage {rom the G0vcrnor.——Q\1cshons4——]l_1nu Park
Railway.—lorinal detion.—Customs Dutics Bill—
committee.—Adjorurnment.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
3 o’clock.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from his Excellency the (mvelnor, inti-

matlnd that the Royal assent had been given to
the Crown Lands Act of 1834 Amendment Bill,

QUESTIONS

Mr. DONALDSON asked the Colonial Secre-
tary—

What steps (if any) have been taken with regard to
the reduction of the charges for Press telegrams within
the colony ¥

~ The COLONTAL SECRETARY (1Ton. S, W,
Griftith) replied—

On the 10th January, 1884, it was detcrmined by
the Governor in Couneil that the vates for Dress
messnges botween Brishane and Sydney should be at
onee reduced to the following :—

For 10 words ... 28,
For every additional word np to 16 L. 24
Over 16 words and up to 100 3s.
Tor every additional 100 words or p(ut of

100 words ... o . 3s.

And that the vate for ml.md P 85 mcss:tgcs shou}d he
reduced as soon as arraungenients had been wmade for
additional wires and staif to the following :(—

Tor 50 words or under . Is.
Tvery additional 50 wor s or pau of 50
\\01(15 .~ 1s.

It was reportzd to tlm (Aow emmcnt b) the OHIL(‘X\ of
the Post and Telegraplh Departinent that the additional
intand Press messages to he expeeted at this reduced
rate could not be transmitied without additional wires
heing stretehed {rom Brishane to Gympie, Brisbane to
Charleville, Iclion to Toowoomba (two wircs), and
Bowen to Townsville, and new lines heing coustructed
from Brisbanc to Helidon, and Toowoomba to Dalby,
involving the construction of 125 miles of new line and
the stretching of 769 wiles of additional wire at an
estimated expenditure of £13,650, and the employinent
ot ten additional operators,

The amounut of £13,650 is inclnded in the amount
voted on Lo.m Mst year for telegraph extensions, but
the extra wires, except that from Bowen to Townsville,
have, for vi mus reasoNns, not yet been stretched.

As soon as the nesessary wires are available the
authorised reduction will come into operation.

Mr. ISAMBERT asked the Colonial Trea-
surer

1. It what manner is the money of onr Ioans, con-
tracted in Loudon, remitted to the Treasury here ?

2. Is the moncey for the payment of annual interest
on our loans remitted from here Lo London ¥
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3. Or is this payment of interest effccted with the
money borrowed in London »

1. How much actual eash of the last loan of £2,500,000
does the Treasurcy expeet will be remitted to the Trea-
sury here?

The COLONTAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R.
Dickson) replied— )

1. By the sale of the Colonial Treasurer’s drafts on
London.

2. No.

3. Payment of interest in London is made from the
proceeds of loars, the Loan Fund being recouped in the
colony out of revenue.

4. Probably about £1,000,000.

EMU PARK RAILWAY.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
Miles) moved—

That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and the
House yesolve itself into a Comumittee of the Whole to
consider the following resolutions, namely —

1. That the Iiouse approves of the plan, seetion, and
book of referonce of the proposed railway from Rock-
hampton to Bmu Park, vid Lake’s Creck, as luid upon
the table of the House on Tuesday, the lst instant.

2. That the plan, section, and Look of reference be
forwarded Lo the Legislutive Couneil, for their approval,
by message in the usual forn.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving—

1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and
book ot reference of the proposed railway from Rock-
hampton to Emu Park, ¢id Luke’s Oreck, as lnid upon
the table of the 1Iouse on Tuesday, the Ist instant.

2. That the plan, scetion, and book of reference he
forwarded to the Legislative Couneil, for their approval,
by message in the usual forn,

—said there was a difference of opinion asto what
route the line should take, as there was in the
case of all railways that had cver come before
the House ; and seeing that the hon. member for
Blackall had presented a petition in favour of
what was known as the Yaamba road route, he
proposed to read the Chief Engineer’s report on
the subject, which would put the Committee in
possession of all the information in the hands of
the Government. Mr. Ballard, in veferring to
his memorandum of even date, reporting upon
the route vid Yaamba, said:—

“I have the honourtoreport upon the ronte #d Lako's
Creck. This route commences at the comer of the
Police Reserve, North Rockhainpton, opposite and in a
line with the Pitzroy Stspension Bridge. It runs thence
castwards along the Take’s Creek road for 25 miles
to the Lake's Creek Hotel; thenee following the siune
road south-cast to the Bush Inn at 5% wmiles; thence
makes @ sharp tarm to 7 miles upon the 1oad
from  Rockhampton to Emu Park, and thenee along
that road north-east to 13 iniles, leaving Cawarral
Station about a guarter-mile to the right at about 17
miles.  Fromi8miles to Kinu Yark there are two routes,
as will he seen upon the lastsheet of the Parliamentary
plans and sections herewith sent, the one making a
cirenit to the north and joining the Yaamha road route
at about 22 miles, and thence by the same route into
D Park, making a total distance of about 20 miles
to the same spot as shown on the Yaamba road survey.
The other route, and the one whieh I recommnend, runs
nearly straight fromn the I8-mile peg to Emn Purk,
making a total distance of about 25 wmiles, passing
through the mangrove swamps situated to the
south of the township. This route is clearly
shown  upon the last sheet of the Parliamen-
tary plans and seetious herewith submitted, and will
he nearly 5 miles shortey than the Yaamba roud
route. Irom the 18-mile peg on this route it would
he ahout 11 miles due north to Yeppoon and about 7
miles north-east to Iinuw Lark. The ruling gradient
upon the route ¢/d Lake's Creek is 1 in 50, the same as
on the Yaamba road route. The relative yuantity of
steep gradients upon the various routes is as follows—
namely, Yaambha road route, 743 chains; Lake’s Creek
route, 610 ehains: Lake’s Creek alterastive line. 272
cliins. In the computation I have ineluded all
gradients of 1in 66 and shavper. The worst grade npon
the Lake’s Creck route would be 33 chains of 11in 50 at
or about 19 miles and 76 chaivns ; of 1in 66 and 1in 53
at about 23 miles; but the shiortest or alternative line
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presents no obstacle in the shape of gradients
worsc than 1 in 66 for 60 chains between 18 and
19 miles. The sharpest curve upon the Lake's
Creek route would be one of 6 chains radius.
There are also five of 10 chains radius and all the
rest are very flat, but it the alternative route is taken
there will be no sharp curve atall, and only two indeed
of ten (10) chains rudiug. 1 have the honour to report
in favour of the route #id Lake's Creck, laking eitlier of
the alternative lines shown upon the last page of the
plaus and sections as infinitely preferable to the route
¢id Yaamba road; but Irecommend that the alternative
line. reaclhiing Fnn Park in a distance of about 25 miles,
be adopted for the following reasons, namncly :—

“1. That the distance is about 4% miles shorter than
the Yaamba road routc.

2. That the gradients and cnrves are casy and infi-
nitely better than the Yaamba road route or any other
route.

“3. That the traffic eapacity would he greater and
the working cxpenses less by this route than by any
other.

“4. That the cost of construction and land to be
purchased wounld be considerably less, involving a
saving of at least £15,000.

“I forward hervewith the Parliamentary plans, and
sections, and book of rcference in duplicate. I also
enclose a diagram showing a section of the gradients
over each of the routes under consideration, and u
small general map upon which I have sketehed the
Yaamba road route in blue, and the Lake’s Creek routes
in red. The alternative line, which I recommend across
the mangrove swamps, may adinit of slight deviations
for the purpose of cheapening cost of construction, and
the length may therefore be somewhat inereased upon
the perinanent survey; but the total distance of the
permanent survey will not be likely to excced 26
miles.”

That was Mr. Ballard’s report, and accom-
panying it was a small map showing thedifferent
routes mentioned. He would add mnothing
further except that the line would he a
great acquisition to the people of Rockhampton
and those located along the Central Railway.
As a watering-place Emu Park was too well
known to require anything to be said in its
favour by him. Moreover, there was a large
quantity of Government land undisposed of along
the line, which was not usually the case. They
had been in the habit of selling the land
and making a railway afterwards, but on
the present occasion there were 30,000 or
40,000 acres along the line, besides a quantity
at the township of Hewittville, which would
realise a large price. As the hon. member
for Blackall had presented a petition to the
House on the subject, he would be able, no
doubt, to express an opinion as to the proper
route. He {the Minister for Works) believed
the route recommended by the Chief Knginecr
was the proper one, because it was shorter ; it
would be easler to construct and work, and be less
costly than the other. Ie should be glad to
give any further information to the Committee
if such were required.

Mr. ARCHER said that, as the hon. gentle-
man had referred to the petition presented by
him, he might state that it was signed by a large
body of his constituents, who desired that the
railway should go by a different route. But by
the courtesy of the Minister for Works he had
boeen accorded the privilege of looking over the
report of the Chief Engineer, and had informed
his constituents that there was not the slightest
chance of the plans being altered by Parliament
in the way suggested by the petition. Consider-
ing the difference in price, he should have to be
able to show very good cause why the plans should
be altered before he would presume to offer any
objectiontothem. Heknew the country traversed
by thedifferent routes. Hewasawarethat thedifii-
cultiesof the Yaambaronte were greaterthan those
of the other, lesides which, the distance was
longer. While agreeing with the Engineer’s re-
port, he mizht state that it would be well for the
Minister for Works to take into his consideration
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a line which a good many of his constituents
would like to have constructed. Mount Wheeler,
one of the chief mining centres near Rockhamp-
ton, and the village of Cawarral, were left at
some distance to the west of the line, He did
not think the distance from a point in the Lake’s
Creek route,which was called the half-way house,
wag more than three and a-half miles from the
township of Cawarral, which was not far from
Mount Wheeler. A branch of three or four
miles in that locality might be constructed with
advantage; and he hoped the Minister for Works
would take the matter into his consideration
and have a survey made. The Engineer, Mr.
Ballard, had already talked of such a thing
as being necessary when the mines of Mount
Wheeler became developed, and the hon. gentle-
man would find on inguiry that such a branch
line would not only add to the traffic of the
line now under consideration, but would be of
immense benefit to the miners and farmers
along that part of the line. e concurred in
what the hon. gentleman said relative to the
existence of Government land along the line,
and he hoped that he would carry out his pro-
mise and see that the line was finished before the
land was sold, as it would materially help to
recoup the colony for the expense incmrred in the
construction of the lize.  As far as his personal
knowledge went he had nothing to say against
the proposed route ; in fact, it would be difficult
to say anything against it after reading the
Engincer’s report. He hoped the Minister for
Works would remember, however, that the con-
struction of the branch line of four or five miles,
which had been suggested, would add immensely
to the value of the line under consideration.

Mr., FERGUSON said he was pleased to find
that the survey of the line was so satisfactory, not
only to the people of Rockkhampton, who weremore
directly interested in it, buf to the colony as a
whole.  When he movedin the House fora survey
of that line—about two years ago—it was undexr-
stood that the distance by railway from Rock-
hampton to Emu Park would be aver thirty miles.
That was the general understanding, but it was
now found by the plans and survey before the Com-
mittee that the length of theline would be only a
little over twenty-five miles. That was a great
savingintherontediscovered by the Engineer, Mr.
Ballard. It was a saving of four and a-half miles
each way, or nine miles for the trip, which would
mean a large saving of expense and time, and was
worth a great deal, both to the people of Roclk-
hampton and to the colony as a whole. By the
route discovercd by Mr. Ballard itwould be found
that the line could be constructed with easier
grades and easier curves, and would cost much less
than by any other route surveyed. I'rom the
S-mile peg, or eight miles from Rockhampton, the
balance of the line went through Crown land,
amnd at Fmu Park—facing the sea, where the
terminus would he—-the land could be sold and
the money waould go far towards paying the cost
of theconstruction of the line. I neednotsay any
more about that ; but with reference to branch
lines the hon., member for Blackall referred to a
line to Cawarral. There was no doubt such a
linewould be of great wse to the people settlod
along there, and would increase the traffic on the
Emu Park line.  But there was another branch
line which was quite as necessary as that, and if
a survey was made of one there ought also to be a
survey made of the other, He referred to a line
from the 18-mile peg to Yeppoon, which would
be a distance of eleven miles-—level country all
theway, and a very good class of country as well.
No doubt such a branch line would be constructed
at some future day, and the Government should
reserve any land that belonged to the Crown
along the route. e had nothing further to say
about the proposed line to Emu Parlk, the report
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upon which was so satisfactory that he thought
no member of the Committee could have a word
to say against it.

Mr, HIGSON said he could scarcely add any-
thing to what had been said. The route chosen
for the line, he felt sure, would give satisfaction
to all the inhabitants of Rockhampton. He
knew both routes surveyed, and the route pro-
posed was the shorter by four or five miles. A
greater number of people would be likely to
settle along the line, becsuse a saving of four or
five miles each way would mean a considerable
saving of time in travelling. He would urge
that there inight be a survey made of a
line as far as Mount Wheeler -—— some three
or four miles—and if such a line were made
it would greatly increase the traffic on the Emu
Park line. Turther, in a short time it might
be found necessary to survey a line to Yeppoon,
and that line would also increase the trathic on
the Kinu Park railway. e was satisfied that
the line to Emu Park would be one of the most
profitable lines that could be constructed. It
would require no borrowed money to construct
it, as there was enough unalienated land along
the route to defray the cost of construction. He
was sure the plans before the Committee would
be satisfactory to the inhabitants of Rocikhamp-
ton and to the colony.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that the
hon. member for Rockhampton (Mr. Ferguson),
in concluding his remarks upon the proposed
railway, said that no member of the Committee
could have a word to say againstit. That cer-
tainly was looking at it from a very strong
Rockhampton point of view. No doubt, if they
were to go in for making lines—mere pleasure
lines to convey people down to the seaside to bathe
—there could not be much said ngainst it. From
what they had heard from the Minister for Works,
in proposing the line, and from Mr. Ballard’s
report, there could be no doubt that the hest line
was selected, both as to distanee, grades, and
curves ; but he was inclined to think that there
were many lines which could be made in the
colony which would be of far more use and
benehit to the colony than the line proposed and
which the hon. member had stated not a word
could be said against, If it was left to him (M.
Macrossan) he could say a great many words
against it. He would much sooner male a line
to convey the agricultural produce of the district
to market than to convey people a distance of
thirty miles to bathe. The majority of the people
interested in the construction of the line could go
to Emu Park to bathe now—in a buggy or a spring
cart—uite as conveniently, though perhaps not so
quickly, as if the proposed line were constructed.
They had been told that there was a great deal of
Govermment land along the line, and that if that
land was sold it would pay for the cost of its con-
struction. He would like, however, to know what
was the quality of the land, as he found by amap
that most of it was deseribed as pastoral land, and
pastoral land about Rockhampton could not be
very valuable. They had been told by the hon.
member for Rockhampton a long time ago, when
he moved inthe matter first, that the land at Kmu
Park itself, if sold, would pay for the construction
of the line. He would be glad to hear from the
Minister for Works what anticipations he had on
that subject, because if that statement was correct
there conld not be a great deal said against the
line. The Minister for Works had not told
them what the cost of the line would be—either
the total cost or the cost per mile—and he should
have told them that. If he expected to make as
much out of the sales of land at Emu Park as
would make the line there would be very little
to say against i6; but if he expected to have
vecourse to the sale of land along the line to
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supplemient that he would have to set the

machinery of proclamation in motion by making

little townships along the line, because the

Government had precluded themselves from

selling it unless it was proclaimed townships.
Mr. NORTON : Make one big one.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN : Or make onc
big one, as suggested by the hon. member for
Port Curtis. There were other lines spoken
of in connection with the one before them.
The hon. member for Blackall said he hoped
they would have a survey made to Cawarral
—a branch line to feed the Emu Park line.
The junior member for Rockhampton said about
the same thing, though in somewhat different
words. Hementioned Mount Wheeler instead of
Cawarral. The hon. member for Rockhampton
mentioned another branch line which should be
made, and if all were made there would be
forty miles of line instead of twenty-five. The
Minister for Works must set a very high
value upon the land at ¥mu Park if he
expected it would pay for the making of forty
miles of railway. Then, after it was made what
were his expectations as to its paying? He
had not told themm a word about that. He had
simply read Mr. Ballard’s report as to the alter-
native or rival routes. He had not said a
word as to the likelihvod of the line pay-
ing or its cost. He hoped the hon. gentle-
man would tell the Cominittee what was the
estimated cost of the line and what he expected
to get from it when constructed. If he
expected that the pleasure - seekers would
pay the working expenses and interest upon
the cost of construction very few people would
have a word to say against it, but he (Mr.
Macrossan) was very doubtful upon that point.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
in proposing the adoption of the plans he had
omitted to state Mr. Ballard’s estimate of the
cost of construction. Mr. Ballard put down the
cost at £3,500 per mile. The hon., member
must know perfectly well that no enginecr could
state any certain amount until all the prelimi-
naries were settled ; the present was smmply a
Parliamentary survey. As to the returns from
the line, he need only refer the hon. member to
the Sandgate Railway. That line was befors the
House for several years, and some hon, members
always asserted that it would be a non-paying
line. He believed the K¥mu Park line would be
as successful as the Sandgate line had been—
that it would be very prcfitable.  Fe might also
add that there was a very large quantity of
Government land—some 30,000 or 40,000 acres
—along the proposed line, together with a
considerable quantity of unsold township lands.
He had not the slightest doubt that the land
in the township would realise from £15,000 to
£20,000, and that was something towards the
cost of the line.  As hon. members knew, there
was a large amount of settlement along the
Central line, and it was very desirable that they
and the inhabitants of Rockhampton should
have some means of getting to a place of
sunnner resort, Of all hon. members, the very
Iast whom he expected to oppose the line was
the hon. member for Towusville. He might
add that from the 18-mile peg into the township
of Hewittville was all Government land, and no
land would have to be paid for at the township.
With the permission of the Committee he wounld
amend the resolution by the insertion of the
words ‘‘alternative line” after the words *“Lake’s
Creek.”

The Honx. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
Minister for Works must have misunderstood
him.  He did not oppose the line, but was
simply asking for information. At the same
time he should prefer, as he said befove, a line
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carrying agricultural or some other produce to
market, to a line carrying mere pleasure-seckers
to the seaside. As to comparing the Emu Park
line with the Sandgate line the comparison was
utterly absurd. The Sandgate line was made to
a watering-place already established, and the
distance was very little more than one-half the
distance from Rockhampton to Kmu Park ; and
much less than one-half if the branches, as
suggested by hon. members connected with the
district, were carried out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was
under the impression that there were nearly as
many inhabitants at Hmu Park now as therc
were at Sandgate when that line was made. Tle
could not, of course, say what revenue would be
derived from the line, but he was perfectly satis-
fied that the line would be a profitable one.

Mr. MOREHIZAD asked the Minister for
Works to give the Committee some information
as to the present population of Emu Park. The
hon. gentleman had stated that the population
was about as large as that of Sandgate. Per-
haps he would next tell them that the popula-
tion of Rockhampton was as large as that of
Brisbane. Was there a resident population of
100 at Emu Park for whom they were asked to
construet that railway ?

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS said he had
only paid one visit to Emu Park, and he saw a
very large number of people there. As to the
resident population, he conld not be expected to
carry the figures of every township in the colony
in his head.

Mr. HIGSON said he could supply a little
information as to the population of Xmu Park
and the price of land there. He was certain
that the land would realise a great deal more
than the Minister for Works anticipated. He
knew of half-acre blocks there for which £300
each had been refused, and the Government had
in its possession much better land than that. As
to the population, he had known an average of
over fifty visitors at Emu Park for two months
together, besides the residents. When he left
Rockhampton to come to Brisbane he was inter-
viewed by nine different business men there who
wanted him to get the Minister for Lands to put
some land up for sale at Bmu Park, as they
wanted to build houses to reside there.

Mr. MOREHIAD said that was really too
delightful. They were getting the information
by degrees. Parliament was asked to commit
the country to an expenditure which would
amount to not less than £130,000 before it was
all over—for the cost of the line would not be
less than £5,000 o mile ; and the Minister for
Works, on being asked to state the number of
people residing at ¥mu Park, told the Com-
mittee that he had only been there once, when he
saw a large number of people. Perhaps they
went there to see the wonderful Minister for
Works—the ymight have been curious to see what
manner of man he was. Then came the hon.
member, Mr. Higson, who told them he had seen
fifty visitors staying theve, and that nine other
people at Rockhampton were waiting for the
railway to be made so that they might go
and build shops there. If it was not a serious
watter, it would be a joking matter. The Com-
mittee wuas asked to expend considerably over
£100,000 to provide for a possible fifty people
who might be living at Emu Park, and
for nine others who might go there after
the railway was made. It was altogether too
absurd, and he trusted the Cominittee would
not consznt to such a monstrous scheme. He
should vote against the rvesolution, if he
divided alone, as he objected to the country’s
money being wasted in that reckless fashion.
Why, every small watering-place in the colony
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would demand a railway if they were going to
spend money in that way ! ' Rockhampton had
not one-sixth the population of Brisbane; and
the Sandgate line, he believed, was not paying
so very well after all.  In fact, he believed it was
not paying, and how much better chance had the
proposed line to Emu Park, which was double
the length, of paying? He hoped that the
Committee would consider that view of the ques-
tion—-the financial view of it—and that they
would not make a railway simply for the
purpose of increasing the value of land held
by certain syndicates in Rockhampton, He
believed that that was the object m view—
that the line should be made at the expense of
the State for the ultimate benefit of the owners
of land at ¥mu Park. They were told also by
the hon. member, Mr. Higson, that half-an-acre
of land af Kmu Park would be worth £300, and
if that were so it would not attract the kind of
settlement which would make the railway pay.
It could only be bought by wealthy people.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It i the
very settlement that will pay.

Mr. MOREHEAD : The only way in which
it would pay, as far as he could see from
the remarks of the Minister for Works,
was by selling land. He hoped the hon.
gentleman had squared the Minister for Lands
as far as that was concerned. At any rate, he
thought that making railways for purely specu-
lative purposes, to enhance the value of either
public or private land, was a very bad policy to
be adopted by that Committee or by the country,
and very uncertain also in the results. He
should, for the reasons he had given, opposc the
motion. There wasno settlement at either end
of the proposed line to warrant such an enormous
expenditure, and there had been nothing shown
by the Minister for Works in any remarks he
had made which would indicate that, if the rail-
way were constructed, population would be so
increased at each end as to enable the speculation
t0 be a paying one.

Mr, FERGUSON said the hon. member who
had just spoken was not in the Committee when
the Minister for Works gave an explanation
respecting the railway. He had only come in at
the end of the debate, and had made statements
which he could not carry out by facts. Tt was
altogether a random speech he had made from
commencement to end. e (Mr, Ferguson) had
heen to Emu Park scores of times, and had seen
hundreds of people there on many occasions.
Hundreds of people went from Rockhampton
to that place on a visit in the swmmer time.
As to the amount of land at Kmu Park,
from inquiries he had made at the Lands
Office he found that therc was atownship reserve
of 24,000 acres, with a frontage of two miles to
the sea—the very pick of the place—still to he
alienated, and it would be sold by aunction. He
presented a petition to the hon. the Minister for
Lands the other day, signed by a large number
of Rockhampton people, asking for some of that
land to be put up for sale, and he (Mr. Ierguson)
knew that the price it would fetch was a suth-
cient guarantee for making the line. It would
go a long way towards paying the expense of
it.  As to the syndicates the hon. member
had mentioned, he did not know of any.
The hon. member had more to do with syndi-
cates than he had, and perhaps knew of
somie 3 but he (Mr., Ferguson) did not know of a
single syndicate in the neighbourhood of Rock-
bampton who had any expectation of making a
profit out of land by the construetion of the pro-
posed vailway,  If the hon. member was aware
of it he was not.  As to the route of the line the
Engineer had simply done justice. 1le strveyed
two different routes, reported faithfully on both,
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and the result was the adoption of the line now
proposed to be carried out, which was the proper
one. He could not see any grounds whatever
for the remarks made by the hon. member for
Balonne,

Mr. MOREHEAD said he was not so well
acquainted with limu Park as the hon. member
was, but he was utterly opposed to spending so
much public money for the proposed railway.
There was considerable division of opinion amongst
those who agreed as to the propriety of making
the line at all with regard to the direction it
should take, and therefore he was quite justified
in calling attention to the facts of the case and
expressing his firm belief that the line was to be
made to benefit certain individuals. Only the
other day a man—a leading constituent of the
hon. member for Blackall—was in town, and he
did not hold at all with the line being taken in
the direction it was for speculative purposes. Af
any rate, he (Mr. Morehead) opposed it on the
broad grounds that it was not in any way neces-
sary, and that the money which would be wasted
on 1%, as he held, would be much better applied
in developing their railway system in other
directions,

The Hon. Sz T. McILWRAITH said he

understood that the question they were now
discussing was not whether a railway should be
made from Rockhampton to ¥mu Park—that
was decided last December—but whether the
route proposed was the right one for the line to
go. He believed in the affirmative of both
propositions, He considered it a very proper
thing to make a railway from Rockhampton
to Fmu Park. He did not see any reason
why the North and the South should have
their railways extended to the coast, and the
Jentral districts should be left out. He
believed that it was as good a railway as
any that was included in the list attached to
the ten-million loan. .And as to whether the
route proposed was the best one, Mr. Ballard’s
veport decided that. It was shorter than the
other, and much less costly. That was the only
information they had before them, and he
thought they should adopt the motion sub-
mitted by the Minister for Works.

Mr, ISAMBERT said the people of Rock-
hampton were to be congratulated on getting a
railway tothe seaside. The objection to those rail-
ways was that they were a departure from their
usual railway policy. The chief railway policy was
to construet railways to the setting sun, and the
proposed line was objected to inasmuch as it wasa
departure fromn that one-horse idea. It was con-
structing railways for the accommodation of the
people, and he thought the Government could not
go wrong in constructing railways where there
was population, They had seen that wherever
they had done so the revenue from the lines was
increasing, but it was when they were extended
into regions out west, where no population ex-
isted, that those portions of their railways were a
gerious tax upon the revenue returns, There was a
good deal in what the hon. member for Townsville
had said, and it enght to open the eyes of the
Government with regard to their railway policy
in connection with the ten-inillion loan. He said
that the people would not be satisfied with the
railways included in that loan. Sowe time ago
he (Mr. Tsambert) had the honour of introducing
a deputation from Hosewood to the hon. the
Minister for Works, asking for railway exten-
sion, and he said that the railway policy of the
(+overnment being closed for the next five years
he could not grant their request; and when he
was asked for assistance which would enable
the people to make railways for themselves he
assured them that the Government would offer
them every facility for doing so; but up to the
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present time they had never stated what those
facilities were. Then he noticed that that
morning the hon. member for Moreton, Mr.
Walkefield, had introduced a deputation for a
similar object, and they had very small hopes
held out to them—just as small as he had. He
understood that those people offered the same as
the Rosewood people did—that they were pre-
pared to provide the money for making the
railway if the Government would afford them
some guarantee or facility for doing so.
There were a great many districts which wanted
railways, and the inhabitants of which had more
confidence in the districts than the Government
had. The Government ought to bring®*in such a
Bill that if they could not help the people they
would not stand in the way of their helping
themselves. He had been told by an hon. mem-
ber that the idea of private people constructing
railways with every possible safeguard could not
be entertained, because the credit of the colony
was pledged to the Inglish creditor; but he
hoped it was not the case that the Government
of the colony was in the hands of the Lombard-
street money-grubbers. He hoped the Govern-
ment would bring in a measure to enable private
people to help themselves.

Mr, WAKERIELD said the subject of branch
railways was one that would occupy a good deal
of attention in the House during the next few
years, and he would like to see some means
adopted whereby the system of local self-govern-
ment could be applied to railways as well as
roads. Railways were the best roads that could
be constructed, and people interested should
be called upon Dby taxation or otherwise to
guarantee the payment of the line if they had
confidence in the district. He believed that
in many cases the inhabitants would be willing
to submit to taxation to provide working ex-
penses and interest on the cost of construction in
the case of a line not paying. From the agricul-
ture carried on by the people inhabiting the Rose-
wood Scrub he believed they were entitled to a
railway, and he thought they would be willing
to guarantee the line against loss. The ten-
million loan had been swallowed up by lines
already authorised, and private lines would have
to be constructed by private enterprise.

Mr. NORTON said he did not agree with the
hon. leader of the Opposition that the question
of the line being constructed had been discussed
when the Loan Bill was passed.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITH : I said
“ decided.”

Mr. NORTON said there was as little discus-
sion on the lines as he had ever heard on any
railway proposals—simply because hon. members
on the other side would not discuss them, while
the members on the Opposition side were quite
willing to go into the fullest discussion. The
Minister for Works gave very little information
with regard to them—Iless, perhaps, than had ever
been given as to any other railways. For his own
part he did not see why the people of Rockhamp-
ton should not have a line to the seaside as
well as the people of Brisbane, but he thought
there were many other lines which should have
been brought forward first. It had been stated
in a cloudy sort of way that the sale of the
Government land along the railway would
realise almost enough to pay the cost of the line;
but they knew very well that whenthe Treasurer
got the money he would stick to it—it would not
go to pay the cost of railways provided for by
loan. The line would be made with borrowed
money, and there was not the slightest chance
of its being repaid. He would like to ask the
Minister for Works when the plans of the trunk
line from Bundaberg to Gladstone would be laid
on the table?
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The MINISTER ¥FOR WORXKS: I believe
the Parliamentary plan of the line is on the way
down now.

Mr. NORTON : Then am I to understand
that the plans will be submitted to Parliament
for approval before the se<sion cnds ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
another question altogether.

Mr. NORTON said he was very sorry the hon,
memboer evaded his question. If the approval of
the House were given to the plans it would not
compel the Minister to go on with the line at
once, and he hoped the approval of the House to
the plans now before them would not compel the
Minister to go on with that line at once. The
hon. member had given him authority to
tell his constituents that the plans would
probably be presented to the House during the
present session, and it was important that some-
thing should be done ahout it, because it was one
of the trunk lines of the colony and not by
any means a party line. The line now before
them was a pleasure line pure and simple, and
the people of Rockhampton not only could get to
Emu Park in other ways but they had several
other places where they could go for bathing
places or sanatoriums. It was not fair to the
vest of the colony that lines of greater impor-
tance should be postponed till those intended
merely for pleasure had been constructed. It
was perfectly fwmpossible that the line could be
be made to pay.

Mr. BLACK said he was very glad to see that
what had occurred was only what he anticipated
last session, when the bunch of railways passed
through the committee—that hon. gentlemen, in
course of time, would find out that their happi-
ness and that of their constituents had mnot
entirely been secured by suddenly voting such a
very large sum of money, the expenditure of which
must necessarily involve some four or five years.
It was quite cvident that the different consti-
tuencies were now finding out that the fact of
their not participating in the railway expendi-
ture of the future had left them in a very unfor-
tunate position. Hardly a week elapsed without
their hearing of a deputation waiting upon the
Minister for Works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
send for them.

Mr. BLACK : They came whether the hon.
gentleman sent for them ornot. He had toreceive
them, and he (Mr. Black) was very glad to find
that he received them in a very deferential
manner now. The attention of the hon. gentle-
man, and of the colony, was being directed to
the fact that any district, which happened to be
omitted from the schedule of the £7,000,000
which was to be devoted to railway construction,
stood a very poor chance now, or for the next
four or five years, of getting its legitimate wants
supplied. That was becoming more and more
evident. They had heard the hon. member for
Rosewood that day, and the hon. member for
Moreton also, referring to some scheme which
might receive favour, by which certain districts
might be allowed to have a voice in the con-
struction of local railways. The hon. member for
Moreton had suggested that theresidents would be
willing to be actually taxed for the construction of
those railways. However much he would like to
see the Government willing to carry out some
scheme of the sort, he was very much afraid that
any project which might be suggested would not
be received with favour. Those people who were
debarred from the benefits of railway communi-
cation with the different centres of population
would strongly object to being taxed, in addition
to already being taxed as they were for the
general railway system of the colony. However,
he believed that the Minister for Works and



590 Emu Park Railway.

the Government had held out hopes to some of
those deputations that any proposal that they
might make would be, at all events, entertained,
and possibly formally received. He would be very
glad if the Grovernment would inform the Com-
mittee before the end of the session whether
they were really inclined to entertain such a
project favourably. In connection with the rail-
way now before the Committee, he thought it
was ag fair a one ag any which was submitted in
that schedule., He would go further than that,
and say that it was still more justifiable than
many of those lines, In Brisbane—which was,
of course, the capital, and where a large
population was settling down—the wants of
the people were being very well attended to.
But the people in Brishane were not satisfied
with the one railway that had been constructed
at the expense of the colony—that to Sandgate.
There was another railway going down to South-
port, which, he supposed, would be completed
before very long. 'There was also another rail-
way to another watering-place—Cleveland ; and
if Brisbane were entitled—and he was not pre-
pared to say she was not—to three different
railways to three different watering-places,
surely the town which was second in impor-
tance, or third perhaps—as he believed Towns-
ville had taken precedence lately—was en-
titled to one. He certainly thought that in
Rockhampton, with the great disadvantages
she possessed as to climate, the people should
have some facility for health’s sake of getting to
a watering-place. Judging from the plans before
them, the railway was not likely to be a very
expensive one. He was informed that the land
at Emu Park was of a very valuable character,
and of a very suitable description for a watering-
place, and, consequently, he was certainly in-
clined to vote for the adoption of the plans and
specifications with the object of proceeding with
its construction at once. He believed that the hon,
member for Rockhampton was fully acquainted
with the qualifications of the proposed watering-
place at Emu Park, and he knew, from the
knowledge he acquired from several visitors to
Rockhampton, that it was a line that was univer-
sally approved of,and that all the people in the dis-
triet were anxiously waiting to see it commenced.
He thought, also, that it would be a profitable line;
although he did not mean to say that there were
not, perhaps, other railways in the colony that
would take precedence over it. Considering all
the objectsof railway construction in the colony-—
of encouraging people to settle down in the belief
that if the resources of their district progressed
sufficiently they would be entitled to a propor-
tion of the expenditure of loan money — he
thought the Committee would be acting unwisely
if they refused to pass the plans of the proposed
railway,

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, from what had
fallen from the hon. gentleman who had just
spoken, it appeared that his argument was that
a watering-place should be provided for Rock-
hampton because Brisbane had three. He
denied that Brisbane had three railways that
could properly be termed railways to water-
ing-places. He appealed to the hon. gentle-
man’s own speech at the opening of the Been-
leigh extension to Logan Village, in which
he said, and the leader of the Opposition said
also, that the line would tap large centres of
population, which would be still more fully
settled upon if the line were made. Therefore,
he contended that the line from Brishane to
Southport was not simply a railway to a
watering-place, and he did not think that the
arguments of the hon. member for Mackay
would hold for a moment. He did not think
that in the present state of their finances
they should be called upon to vote a
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large sum of money for a railway which
was eminently one of luxury. He would
willingly vote a sum of money for a railway to
Port Alma, which would be a paying one and
benefit the whole colony; but the people of
Rockhampton would not have that, because they
thought it would affect the valne of city properties.
They thought the holders of land in Rockhamp-
ton would be prejudicially affected by taking the
railway down to one of the finest ports in Aus-
tralin. He did not think that city property
there would deteriorate in value ; he thought, on
the contrary, the railway would enhance its value.
They were now asked to vote a sum of money
simply to®provide a luxury for the people of
Rockhampton, and the taxpayers of the colony
would have to pay it. He, as the representative
of an outside district, protested against any such
charge being made on the revenue of the colony.
Where would it end? Rockhampton would
next want a branch line to Yeppoon, and the
argument then would be: Brisbane had three
watering places, why should not Rockhampton
have two? The present was not a time when
they should be asked to lavish money on luxuries.
They would have enough to do to look after their
necessities in vears to come if the present state
of affairs continued. There was no necessity for
the railway having been brought forward as it
had bheen, and he hoped the Minister for Works
would not take steps immediately to construct
that railway. Having regard for the highly
critical state of the colony at the present time
—and no one knew the straits it was in better
than the Minister for Works—why should they
be asked to ‘“chuck” away £120,000 on a
railway for the sybarites of Rockhampton?
As to saying that it would he a paying line, he
denied that that railway would pay for many
years to come. The Minister for Works would
surely not tell them that the Sandgate line was
paying? He would ask him that now. Would
the hon. gentleman say that that line was
paying? If he analysed the figures he would see
that that line was not such a speculative under-
taking on the part of the Government. The
broad grounds of his objection were that the pre-
sent was no time to waste money that they had
borrowed in undertakings which would not be
remunerative. He said that if they were to
waste theirmoneyin that way the time would come
when it would be pointed out against them
that, instead of using the money which had been
lent to them in developing their resources, they
were wasting it in that frivolous way by con-
structing railways to watering-places from towns
that were not of the first importance even in
Queensland.

Mr, SHERIDAN said it had been remarked
that the wealth of a country was its population,
and he could not see why it would not pay any
country very well to afford the means for popu-
lation to reach the seaside and preserve their
health, and, for sanitary reasons, enjoy the
benefit which seaside residence gave to the
population. Therefore he said the railway
to Emu Park would be a great benefit to
the country. His object in rising was not
simply to say that he would vote for the
adoption of the plans and sections, but to take
exception to what fell from the hon. member
for Mackay with regard to the first, second, and
third towns of the colony., He would remind
him—and he was quite sure that facts would bear
out what he was going to say—that thesecond town
in the colony was Maryborough. Maryborough
had a larger population than Rockhampton or
Townsville, and it had a large number of
industries. It had foundries and various other
industries and resources that scarcely any other
district had. It had gold and other minerals,
and, as he had before stated, it had a population
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that was several hundreds in excess of either
Rockhampton or Townsville. He did not make
those remarks with a view of conveying any slight
to Rockhampton or Townsville. On the con-
trary, he wished them to progress, and even
surpass Maryborough ; but he believed Mary-
borough took the lead next to Brisbane. He
was surprised at the hon. member for Mackay
making such statements in regard to the leading
towns of the colony.

Mr. BLACK said he wished to explain to the
hon. member, who was so sensitive about Mary-
borough, that when he referred to the precedence
which one town might claim over another, he
meant from a revenue point of view,

Mr. SHERIDAN said it was true that the
revenue collected in Rockhampton and Towns-
ville was much in excess of that collected in
Maryborough, but it should be borne in mind that
on the greater portion of dutiable goods consumed
in Maryborough the duty was paid in Brisbane.
The way to estimate the revenue provided was
according to the number of the population.
Divide the revenue collected in Brisbane pro-
portionately topopulation among the other towns
of the colony, and it would be found that the
revenue collected in Maryborough was much in
excess of the other towns which had been named.

Mr. JORDAN said he agreed with the hon-
member for Maryborough in saying that the
wealth of a country was in its population. It
struck him as an absurdity that they were to
spend ten millions of money in making railways
for the miserable handful of population they had.
He had no hesitation in saying that they could not
expend ten millions of money profitably unlessthey
increased the population to a very large extent.
He was very glad that the proposed railway was
to be made, more especially when they took into
consideration the statement that a great deal
of the country through which it passed was suit-
able land for settlement. That was something
which pleased him. He did not know how many
lines of railway they had had before them during
the present and past sessions; and in every case
it had been stated without hesitation, by the
Minister for Works, that there was a con-
siderable quantity of land in the hands
of the Government that was suitable for
settlement. He was pleased at that because it
entirely dispelled the ridiculous statements he
had heard from time to time that there was no
more land suitable for settlement by a farm-
ing population. He was very glad the Emu
Park line was to be constructed, for another
reason—because it would clear out of the way
an obstacle which he understood existed in
reference to the South Brisbane Railway. The
hon. member for Mackay said the wants of
the South had been carefully attended to
but they had heard nothing about the extension
of the South Brisbane branch of the Southern
and Western Railway. The plans they knew
nothing about. They had asked for them
again and again, but they could not get them,
and he understood that it was necessary
some plans from the North should be dealt
with first.  He was glad they had got one
set of plans from the North at last, because
it cleared out of the way one obstacle to the
extension of the South Brisbane Railway branch.
He wished to take the opportunity of saying
that his constituents were highly dissatisfied
that the wants of the people in South Brishane
were being ignored to a great extent. Fifteen
or sixteen years ago they expected that the great
railway which was first made was to be extended
from Ipswich to the capital of the colony, and
that it was to go eid South Brisbane ; but by
some jerrymandering, which he did not pretend
to understand—by some skilful manipulation—
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that line was brought into North Brishane at a
very much inecreased cost. The people of South
Brisbane considered they had a claim on that
ground, and the late Government had conceded
that claim by making the branch of the
Southern and Western Railway to South
Brisbane. Now they had the railways to
the Tweed, the Logan, and to Tambourine, all
in course of construction, and a very large
pasienger traffic would spring up in connection
with them, but there was no possibility of the
passengers reaching town except by taking a very
Iong route indeed—down Stanley street, over the
bridge, and then into Brisbane. A longtime ago a
very influential deputation waited upon the Min-
ister for Works and got a promise that the South
Brisbane Branch would be extended into Mel-
bourne street; but they were now given to
understand that there was a possibility of that
idea mnot being carried out. His constituents
were much annoyed about it. Possibly they
had been treated so because some of them
were not_very loyal supporters of the Govern-
ment. He wanted to satisfy his constituents, and
should very much like to see the plans of the ex-
tension of the South Brishaneline into Melbourne
street laid on the table of the House. Now
that the plans of the 1mu Park line had been
laid on the table one difficulty had been
cleared out of the way, and he should like to
have an assurance that the extension to Mel-
bourne street was actually going to take place.
He was afraid he should be asking the Minister
for Works questions again, in spite of the possi-
bility that he might be considered very obtrusive
and impertinent, as to when they would have the
plans of the South Brisbane extension laid on the
table of the House. Perhaps the hon. gentleman
would Dbe kind enough to tell them that they
would be the next subwmitted to the Committee.
If s0, he would be satisfied.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he did
not know how many times he had told the hon.
member for South Brisbane that it was the inten-
tion of the Government to extend the South
Brishane Railway into Melbourne street. He
could not, however, say when the work would be
commenced ; the hon. miember would have to
walit till the plans were prepared.

Mr. JORDAN : They are prepared.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They are
not prepared.
Mr. JORDAN : I have seen them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
most important thing in the whole affair had not
yet been prepared—namely, information as to
the value of the land that would have to be
resumed. If the hon. gentleman thought he was
going to rush him into that matter he was greatly
mistaken. He (the Minister for Works) wanted
to ascertain the area and value of the land to be
resumed. Rome was not built in a day, and the
Railway Department could not do all the work
they had in hand at once. Let hon. members look
at the plans already laid on the table, and they
would see what an amount of work they had to
do. He would like to see some of those plans
cleared away before introducing many more.

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would call the
attention of the Minister for Works to one point
in connection with the railway before the Com-
mittee. How did the hon, gentleman propose
to meet the deficiency that would be created,
seeing that the estimated cost of the proposed
line was in excess of the amount set down in
the Lioan Act of 18847 TIn asking that question
he would also allude to the only railway, the
plans, sections, and book of reference of which
had been passed by the Committee—namely,
the Isis branch railway. The amount set down
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for that line in the Loan Act of 1884 was
£20,000. The hon. gentleman told the Com-
mittee the other night that the line, inclusive
of buildings, ete., would cost £39,000, or almost
double the amount voted by the House for that
purpose, How did the hon. gentleman propose
to make up that deficiency ? He (Mr, Morehead)
would now advert to the railway under dis-
cussion. The amount provided in the Loan
Act of 1884 for that line was £64,000, and the
estimated cost now put before the Committee
was £87,500, which was an increase of nearly 33}
per cent. Admitting, for the sako of argument,
that the decision arrived at by the Committee
in passing the Loan Act of 1884 was, that the
amount to Dbe borrowed should be allocated
amongst certain lines, on a certain basis,
they found that, in the case of the Isis
branch line, it would cost about double the
amount sanctioned by the Committee, and
they were now asked to authorise the expendi-
ture of a sum for the ¥mu Park railway,
which was one-third in excess of the amount
voted in the Loan Act of 1884, If sums
of moncy were to be voted in excess of the
amount allocated under that Act, somelody
must suffer—some districts must suffer. There-
fore, hon. gentlemen interested in railways
would have to bestir themsclves while it was
yet day, before the night came, when no
man could work., He thought hon. members
could hardly have looked at the ILoan Act,
when they so readily voted £89,000 the other
night for the Isis branch railway. He believed
that the sum of £57,000, which the hon, gentle-
man said would be the cost of the Emu Park
railway, would in no way meet the cost of that
line, as he had it on good authority that the
line would cost nearer £5,000 a mile than £3,500.
The Minister for Works had administered a
very severe reprimand to the hon. member for
South Brishane on the subject of compen-
sation for land through which it was expected
the extension of the South Brisbane line weuld
pass, Had the hon. gentleman given the Com-
mittee any estimate of the amount of com-
pensation that would have to be paid for land
to be resumed for the ¥mu Park railway?
He (Mr. Morehead) repeated that if they were
to vote sums of money for railways in excess of
the amount provided in the Loan Act—if money
was to be wasted in the way it would be done in
connection with the two lines so far brought
before the Committee—then those who came in
at the tail of the hunt would have nothing left
for their railways. He would like to know from
the Minister for Works how it was proposed to
malke up the extra money required for the con-
struction of the works mentioned over and above
the sum voted in the Loan Act of 1884 ?

Question, as amended, put, and the Com-
mittee divided :—

Avzxs, 34,

Sir T. McHwraith, Messrs. Archer, Chubb, Aland,
Brookes, Yoote, Black, Macvossan, Rutledge, White,
Groom, Jordan, Wakefield, Bailey, Beattie, Buckland,
Sheridan, Higson, Smyth, Mellor, Salkeld, Ferguson,
Dickson, Macfarlane, Miles, Griffith, Dutton, Moreton,
Kates, Isambert, Campbell, Wallace, Annear, and Scott,

Nogs, 5.

Messys. Norton, Govett, Ilamilton, Morehead, and
Nelson.

(Question resolved in the affirmative.

The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN re-
ported the resolution to the House.

The resolution was adopted.

FORMAL MOTION.

The following formal motion was agreed to :—

By Mr. CHUBB—

That there be laid uwpon the table of the House all
Correspondence hetween the Minister for Mines and the
Bowen Gold Prospecting Association with reference to
subsidy of £400 for gold prospecting.
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CUSTOMS DUTIES BILL—COMMITTER,
On the Order of the Day being read, the

Spealker left the chair, and the House went into

Committee, further to consider this Bill.

On clause 6, as follows :—

“When goods are imported into Queensland which,
in the opinion of the Collector of Customs, certified by
him to the Colonial Treasurer, are aswhstitute for known
dutiable goods Hable to a fixed rute of duty, or possess
properties substantially tlie samc as those of sueh
dutiable goods, the Governor may by Order in Couneil
direct that a daty be levied on suel goods at the sanc
rate as tliat pavable on such dutiable goods or any less
rate specified in the Order in Couneil.

“Tvery such Order in Couueil shall be published in
the Gazetle and one other newspaper published in
Queensland, and a copy thereot shall be kept exiiibited
in thelong-room or other public place in every Custom-
honse; and a4 copy of every such Order in Couneil shall
he forthwith laid before hoth Houses of Parliament.”

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he did
not think it necessary to make any further
comment upon that clause. It had been fully
explained on the second reading of the Bill,
and also when the resolutions were before the
Committee of Ways and Means, and he under-
stood it had received the favourable comment
of the hon. member who led the Opposition.
It would be seen from the 2nd paragraph of the
clause that a copy of every Order in Council
levying such a duty as was proposed was to
be laid before both Houses of Parliament, and,
further, that it wasx to be published in the
Gazette and in one other newspaper published in
Queensland, and a copy was to be exhibited in
the long-room or other public place in every
Custom-house.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that on a
former occasion the Colonial Treasurer, in speak-
ing about the clause at present under discussion,
told them that it was similar to the law existing
in New South Wales ; but was it not a fact that
in New South Wales there was an appeal from
the decision of the Collector of Customs? The
clause proposed gave the Collector of Customs
power to decide what goods were substituted for
other goods that were dutiable. He believed
the same thing existed in New South Wales,
but if he was not mistaken there was an appeal
there from the decision of the Collector of
Customs, who was sometimes pub right on the
matter—the appeal was sometimes successful. I
was scarcely right that they should put such an
arbitrary power into the hands of the Collector
of Customs, who certainly acted solely and
wholly in the interests of the Government
of the day. Tt would be much better if the
power were put into the hands of some disin-
terested person. He thought that in New South
‘Wales there were three commissioners who were
appointed to decide in cases of appeal whether
the Collector of Customs was right in his decision
or not. Perhaps the Colonial Treasurer would
be able to inform the Committee how the case
stood in New South Wales?

Mr. SHERIDAN said that under the Customs
Act cases of that description might be referred
to those commissioners. They frequently had
been referred to those commissioners, It applied
to Queensland as well as New South Wales.

The COLONIAL TRFEASURER said the
wording of the New South Wales Act was as
follows—clause 133 :—

“Whenever any article of merchandise then unknown
to the Collector is imported which in the opinion of the
Collector or of the commissioners is apparently a substi-
tute for any known dutiable article or is apparently
designed to evade duty but posscsses properties in the
whole or in part which ean be used or were intended to
he applied for a similar purpose as such dutiable article
it shall he lawful for the Governor to direct that a duty
be levied on such article at a rate to be fixed in pro-
portion to the degree in which such unknown article
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approximates in its qualities or nses to sueh dutiable
artiele and sueh rate thus fixed shall he published in a
Treasury order in the Guse/fe and one other newspapor
publisked in Sydney and exhibited in the loug-room or
other publie place in the Custom-house.  And o copy of
all such orders shall without unnecossary delay be laid
before hoth Houw: of Parltainent.”

HoxovraBLE MEMBERs of the Opposition :
There is more than that,

The COLONTAL TREASURYER : Thatisthe
whole of the clause.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said he had
no doubt that was the whole of the clause, hut
if the Treasurer read the whole of the Act he
would find that there was a power given, outside
of the Act, to decide upon the Collector’s
decisions. It was like a court of appeal, and
sometimes the Collector was incorrect in his
decision. He had the information on the very
best authority.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
Colonial Secretary had pointed out to him that
under the 30th section of their own Custons
Regulation Act there was an appeal to the
Governor in Couneil.  The clawie said -
any suel master, owner, mervehant, im-
shipper, exporter, o ent shall feel himself
sorieved by the determination of the Cotleetor ov
Treasurer in any of the cses afo vd, or have any
ground of conplaint against any oficer in respect of
anything done or omitted tobe done by such otlicer in or
about the executionof his duty, sueli person shall nupon an
applicationin writing to the Governor in Council, to be
made within one weak after such determination, which
application shallstate the substanee of hix complaint or
the reasons of lis dissatisinetion with sucl datermina-
tion, bhe entitled to have the fucts and cireumstances
of such complaint or deternination ingu into.”
And then the Governor in Council appointed
persons to incquire into it.

My, MOREHEAD said it must be perfectly
well known to the Colonial Tressursr that there
was a board of advice or reference—or a board
of appeal ag it might be called—consisting of
three commissioners, in New South Wales, two
of whom he could name ; and to those persons
cases in which the decision of the Collector of
Customs was disputed were referred. Did the
hon. gentleman mean to tell him that there was
the same opportunity for appeal in this colony ?

The COLONTAL TREASURLER : Yes.

Mr, MOREHEAD : Then whoare the gentle-
men who form the board of advice ?

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that
the hon. gentlemnan was perfectly correct in
stating that there were commissioners in New
South Wales to whom such an appeal could be
made, but under the 24th clause of the Customs
Regulations Act of New South Wales their
decision was to be subject to the disallowance of
the Governor in Counecil. So that the appeal
rested virtually with the Governor in Council,
The same power he had pointed out existed in
this colony under the 30th clause of the Queens-
land Act which he had jast quoted.

Mr, MOREHEAD said he differed from the
hon. gentleman. The same power did not exist
here. . There wus a filtering process to be gone
through in New South Wales. There was a
middle board or body to be referred to before the
question had to be decided by the Governor in
Council.  According to the rule laid down by the
Colonial Treasurer—if he understood him rightly
—the appeal under the present Bill would have
to be made direct to the Governor in Council.
An appeal to the Hxecutive Council against a
decision arrived at by a member of the Iixecutive
Council himself was not likely to be of much
avail. In New South Wales, a roference was
to be made to a body of gentlemen who stood
between the Collector of Customs and the final
appeal. There the question to be decided was the
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difference hetween the decision arrived at by the
Collector of Customs and the decision arrived at
by the commissioners. That was the cuestion
that was decided by the Governor in Council,
and it was vastly different from the state of
affairs proposed under the present Bill. It was
a very much improved state of affairs, and it
would be a good thing if the Colonial Treasurer
would introduce into the measure an amendment
s0 ag to make the law similar to that prevailing
in New South Wales.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said he did
not think any benefit would acerue to the public
from the appointinent of commissioners, Onthe
contravy, the administration of the departiment
would only be rendered more cumbersome, It
was not desirable to inflict any unnecessary work
upon the people who had business with the
Customs Departument, The present system had
worked very well, and no complaints had been
made, nor had any case of hardship ocewrred.
Hon. members seemed to ignore the fact that
the object of the clause was simply to legalise
what was being done by the department at the
present time, and which might furnish matter
for litigation at any moment. It was not intro-
ducing any new practice into the department.
No doubt was entertained as to the propriety
of the charges that were heing made, still it was
open to the public to challenge them at any
wmowent, and subject the department to a great
deal of incon venience.

The Hox. Sk T. McILWRAITH said that
at first he had a good deal of sympathy with the
clange, and thought it was greatly wanted. The
more it was investigated, however, the more he
found that it did not contain those good qualities
which the Colonial Treasurer believed it to
possess,  The hon., gentleman said its object was
simply to legalise what was the actual practice
in the Customs Department at the present time,
but he forgot that he was putting the Collector
of Customs in the position of a judge of the
Supreme Court.  Under the existing system
both the Collector and the importers knew that
they had the fear of the law before them, If
the Collector made an improper decision the
law could he appealed to, and the Collector,
knowing that, was induced to act with a great
deal of judiciousness. The effect of the clause
would be to put an immense power into
the Collector’ hands— a power that certainly
ought not to be given him. The Collector of
Customs  would have to decide, without an
appeal to the law courts, certain things which he
decided before with an appeal to the law courts ;
and very strong reasons indeed ought to be given
before they altered the existing law in that
respect.  Tiook at the evidence of the power
given to the Collector of Customs :—

“When goods are imported into Queensland which,
in the opinien of the Collector of Customs, certified by
him to the Colonial Treasurcr, are a substitute for
known dutiable goods liahle to a fixed rate of duty.”

Parliament, in imposing a duty upon a certain
specific article, never intended that every other
imported article which might be used for the
same purpose shonld bhe subject to the same
duty. Supposing, for instance, Parliament im-
posed a duty of Is. a bushel on maize, an article
which was nuwed for horze-feed, it did not follow
that an import duty of 1s. a bushel should be
charged on oats, because they also were horse-
feed. And yet that was what wonld be done if
the clause were allowed to become law. The
Colonial Treasurer would sav, “Oats are used
as horse-feed in the same way as maize; I
will ask the Government to issue an Order in
Council putting a duty of 1s. a bushel on oats.”
It would be giving a power to the Treasurer
and to the Collector of Customs that was never
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contemplated by Parliament. The clanse, he
thought after full consideration, was a most
objectionable one. Tt was not the ease and
comfort of the Collector of Customs, or of
Ministers, that should be considered, but
the ease and comfort of the public—of the
merchants and importers. Supposing certain
articles had been imported year after year, and
the importers had laid outa good deal of money
in establishing a connection for them, and
supposing the Treasurer were to suddenly come
down with a tariff of that kind, he might eripple
a long-standing trade, or even stop it entirely. Tt
was necessary that an importer should know
exactly what his expenses were—the amount
of duty he had to pay. TUnder that clause,
if a merchant imported goods at B per
cent ad walorem duty, he might find, after
the goods were landed, that he had to pay
a different tariff altogether; and that took
away from his certainty. Parliament was the
body to change the tariff; and to give such
undefined but evidently very large powers to the
Government and the Collector of Customs was
objectionable, It would be far better to bear the
existing evils, especially as, according to the
Treasurer, no complaints had been made and no
hardships incurred. The only effect of the clause
would be to remove a very wholesome check—
that was, an appeal to the Supreme Court if the
merchant thought the Collector of Customs was
not acting according to law.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said it
might be inferred from the speech of the hon.
gentleman that the Government intended to
make a sudden change in the tariff.

The Hox. SR T. McILWRAITH : What I
said was that it would give them power to do so.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said all
that was intended was to legalise the action of
the department in regard to commodities that
were of an uncertain character. He had pointed
out, when in Committee of Ways and Means,
that there was a growing difficulty in the depart-
ment, owing to the increased importation of
articles used as substitutes for other articles on
which a higher rate of duty was charged; and
unless those articles were exactly defined in the
schedule, at any moment the decision of the
Collector of Customs might be objected to. The
clause had been found of great advantage in New
South Wales, and had not been attended with
those disastrous results anticipated by the leader
of the Opposition. It was certainly not desirable
that the Collector of -Customs should continue to
perform that particular duty without feeling
sure of the legal ground on which he stood.
He had introduced the clause with the object
of conferring upon the Collector of Customs
the right to decide as to the value of those
commodities, and to save him from the per-
plexity which must continue so long as the
matter remained in a state of uncertainty.
The best argument he could use was the advan-
tages which had been felt in New South Wales—
where there was much larger trade, and where
no doubt a much larger number of articles of an
uncertain character had to be dealt with—from
the operation of a similar clause, which had been
commented upon by the Comptroller of Customs
of that colony in a memorandum that he read to
hon. members on the first night that the resolu-
tions were considered in Committee of Waysand
Means. It would not affect the tariff at the
present time. It was not with that view that he
introduced the clause, but because he considered
it a salutary one. Of course hon, members of the
Opposition were always averse to entrusting
plenary powers to the Governor in Council.
They had a wholesome dread of that until they
assumed the responsibilities of office themselves,
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when their opinions in that direction underwent
quite a change. However, they need not imagine
that under the clause the Government were
going to make a crusade against all the im-
porters in the colony with a view to disturb the
ordinary course of trade. He submitted that the
clause was a very salubary one—that it would do a
great deal of good in the divection of maintaining
fair play, and not give advantages to importers
who encouraged the speculative manufacture of
goods for the purpose of introducing them at a
lower rate of duty than the known articles. It
would do a great amount of good by checking
that unfair speculative trade which was now
being daily enlarged.

The Hox. Stk T. McILWRAITH said if the
Treasurer would take the statement which had
been published illustrative of the operation of
the clause, and tell the Committee on which of
the items the Collector of Customs had got
into difficulties, they would be able to under-
stand the matter better. He had looked
down the first column—from ‘“almond cakes”
to  ““Chinese flour ”— while the Treasurer
was speaking, and he could not see any diffi-
culty in dealing with the articles mentioned.
Supposing, for stance, that the Collector of
Customs came to the conclusion that all those
articles should pay, not ad vdlorem, but fixed
duties, the same as were payable on the articles
in the second column he believed the Committee
would say he was perfectly justified in doing so.
At any rate, he was quite sure that nobody who
imported those articles would ever dream of

appealing to law to upset the decision. He was
certain that no man who imported ‘‘almond

cakes” would appeal against the decision of the
Collector of Customs if he held that they should
pay duty as “ biscuits”; and the same with
regard to ‘‘anchovy paste” being classed as
“preserved fish.” He would like to know where
the difficulty came in, because, reading down the
list, the matter seemed as plain as possible. He
knew that difficulties had arisen at times, but
they could not have arisen in regard to the
articles mentioned in the list.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said diffi-
culties had arisen in regard te the items men-
tioned. Although no one in his senses would
imagine that they furnished any ground what-
ever for doubt or dispute, yet some of them
had formed the subject of most voluminous
correspondence with the Treasury. Jor instance,
under the head of *‘ preparations of soap” there
were soap powder, borax soap, and several things
of that sort which served all the practical pur-
poses of soap in the prepared form, and which
had been admitted at ad valorem. Then there
was “‘chocolate and milk”: it would be said at once
that that should pay duty as ‘¢ chocolate,” but
it was of a different character to the solid choco,
late upon which a duty of 4d. per lb. could be
levied, and therefore 1t was admitted at «d
zalorem. Ye could not go through the whole list,
not having had experience of the whole of the
details, but that was a fair sample of the
perplexity that had arisen in connection with
the admission of several of those articles. He
could only say, in reply to the hon, the leader
of the Opposition, that there had been frequent
appeals made to the Treasury in regard to
similar articles concerning the duty demanded
by the Collector of Customs.

Mr. MOREHEAD: Why do you allow an
appeal in such cases?

The COLONIAL TREASURER : It was his
duty to receive any representations sent to him
to see that no injustice was unwittingly per-
petrated upon any member of the public,
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Mr. MOREHEAD said he would like to sce
the correspondence the hon. gentleman had
referred to as having taken place respecting
some of the iterms mentioned. He thought the
Collector of Customs was very much wanting in
firmness—he was sorry to say so—if he could not
decide such matters at once. There need be
no ditficulty whatever about nine-tenths of the
articles enumerated on the list if the Collector
of Customs just put his foot down, said what
his decision was, and that if the importer did
not like it he could zo to law. The matter
was too absurd. He objected, with the
leader of the Opposition, to the 6th clause,
because it distinctly took away from any
importer the right of appeal which existed at
the present time. He was to be left solely at
the mercy of the Collector of Customs and the
Colonial Treasurer, for an appeal to the
CGovernor in- Council would be only an appeal to
the Colonial Treasurer again. Ife did not see
why the Treasurer should not adopt the system
in existence in New South Wales—that was to
have a middle board of commissioners to
whom an importer could appeal wgainst the
decision of the Collector of Customs. If the
commissioners agreed with the Collector there the
matter ended ; but if there was any difference of
opinion an appeal would lie to the Governor in
Council, and then and only then was the Treasurer
brought in to offer his opinion or to decide the
matter ; and even after that decision was given
he believed the party could appeal to the
Supreme Court against the decision of the
Governor in Council. There all thoserightswere
left in the hands of the subject, but it was
proposed by the clause to take away every one
of them. There would he no appeal whatever
except the nominal one to the Governor in
Council, so that after the Collector of Customs
and the Treasurer had given their decision the
unfortunate importer must give up all hope. He
did not think that they should be called upon—
by a Liberal Government-—to pass legislation
that lessened the rights of the subject as that
clause most distinetly did. It was putting utterly
despotic power in the hands of the Treasurer and
the (Government for the time being. There was
an amount of freedom before, because, as the
hon, the leader of the Opposition had pointed
out, there was always the right of appeal to the
Supreme Court—the Collector of Customs had
that before his eyes and so had the importer-—
but now the Collector was to be placed in the
position almost of an absolute monarch who
could do just as he pleased. It was certainly
not a step in the right direction. He did not
see why they should make the Customs Rlegula-
tions any stricter than they were at present, or
why the liberty of the importer should be more
trammelled than at present. He hoped that the
Treasurer would see his way to let the existing
state of things continue, or, failing that, that
he would adopt the system that prevailed in
New South Wales.

The Hox. Sik T. McILWRAITH said the
clause in the Customs Regulations Act of New
South Wales relating to this question said :(—

“ Whenever any article of merchandise then unknown
to the collector is imported, which in the opinion of the
collector or of the #oimmnissioners is apparently a substi-
tute for any known dutiable goods,” ete.

They did not do there what was proposed to be
done here, which was to give power to the Col-
lector of Customs and the Government to raise
the dubty upon articles that at present came into
the market paying ad valorem to fixed duties.
That was not the intention northe effect of the
New South Wales Act. The power there was
only given in case of articles previously unknown
to the Collector of Customs, and it would not be
a bad thing to give that power to tho Collector
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here. The Parliament in New South Wales
fixed the articles on which duties were to be
paid, and then they made provision against the
mtroduction of other articles made in Imitation
of those on which duties were charged. What
was now proposed was to give the Collector of
Customs power to revise the tariff. The Colonial
Treasurer had referred to preparations of soap.
Now, that probably did not convey any very
clear idea to the minds of any hon. member, and
the Colonial Treasurer should have explained it to
the Comumittee. The man who introduced that
article had been selling it for a number of years ;
he had established a good trade; and his right
to introduce the article without paying specific
duty had never been challenged, or at any rate
the Collector of Customs had been frightened to
go to law on the subject. The Colonial Treasurer
now'canme and tried to get at that man by a side-
wind. That was not a fair way to treat Parlia-
ment. When they were revising a tariff they
ought to know what they were about. If the man
was right in getting his goods by only paying
the ad valorem duty, it was not fair he should be
made to pay a duty the House never intended
to impose,  He (3ir T. McTlwraith) believed the
wholeclause wasframed withthe view of getting at
one or two men ; and if that were the case, why
shonld not the specific articles be put in the taritf
sothat they might know what they were doing?

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he
could assure the Committee there was no inten-
tion on the part of the Government of harassing
any one or two men, He had simply mentioned
those cases because corvespondence had come to
him in the Treasury with regard to them. The
hon. member had made a good point in saying
that the 1383rd clause of the New South Wales
Act only gave the Comptroller of Customs
authority in cases where articles were imported
previously unknown to him ; but the working
of the Act did not bear out that view. He
would read again to the Committee an extract
from a report made to the Colonial Treasurer
of New South Wales by the Comptroller of
Customs with regard to the effect of that clause,
and it would be seen that most of the articles
mentioned were by no means new, although they
had afforded an opportunity for evading the
Customs. The Comptroller of Customs said :—

“The 133rd section of the Customs Regulation Aet
has heen of great value in the first collection of dutics
finposed by the tarift. Without this clanse, and by a
literal reading of items chargeuble with duty as inposed
hy Parliament, the purposes and intentions of such
taxationnight he evaded by misdescription of entry, or
by disguising the articles. The cffect of the clause has
heen to impose a cheek, and the advantage of that
check will become speedily apparvent if its action is
withdrawin, The ainonnt of Customs duty saved by the
operation of the eclause is negative in character,
but we have daily illnstrations of its value; and even
thougl so short @ time has elapsed since doubt has
been thrown on the validity of the clause in guestion,
I have heon threatened with elaims for the refund
of quties charged (I think fairly) under its provisions.
I give @ few of the items under which the 133rd
scetion has been made to apply :—Acid, acetie, as
opposing duty on vinegar; beer, condensed, ditto on
heer; benzine, ditto on turpentine ; Japans (various),
ditto on varnish; ecandy, ditto on sugar; eartridges
containing shot, ditto on shot; cartridges containing
powder, ditto on powder ; casements, ditto on sashes;
castorine, ditto on ecastor oil; chicory root, ditto on
chicory ; chillies, ground, ditto on spices ; choeolate
creams, ditto on confectionery ; chocolate sticks, ditto
on choeolate; chromes, ditto on paints; ecigarettes,
ditto on ei «: fruits, eanned, ditto on preserves. I
will not »

K becoming wearisorne by continuing the
list, which I amn sure might he extended to more than
200 separate articles to which frequent additions are
made.”
Now, none of those articles could be classed as
having been new to the Comptroller of Customs.
The Hox. Stz T, McILWRAITH said the
hon. member had only proved that in New
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South Wales the Comptroller of Customs had
gone a long way beyond the law, and that
should simply make the Committee careful
about the power they put in the hands of
the Government by an indefinite clause. The
position of the élovernment was very good
at present. They had actually raised duty on
all those articles, and nonc of the importers
had taken advantage of their right to appeal
to a court of law. That showed that the
Government had been eollecting the duties fairly.
Sofar ag he could see, there had heen no hardship ;
and if there had been nervousness on the part of
the Treasurer or the Collector of Customs lest
they should be obliged to appear in a law court,
that was only what they must expect to undergo
in the performance of their duty. A man now,
who imported any article, knew what duty he
had to pay ; but if they gave the proposed power
to the Collector of Customs no merchant was
safe. At the present time the merchant knew
that if any action was taken by the Collector
he had an appeal to the law.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that
since the adjournment for tea he had given
consideration to the arguments made use of
by hon. members regarding the alwence of any
appeal, under the clause before the Comwmittee,
to the Governor in Council, and while he did
not see the dangers which were represented
as likely to accrue to the community through
the absence of such appeal, yet, with a view of
protecting the public he had consulted with the
Premier, and with his assistance a clause had
been printed, which he intended, with the permis-
sion of the Committee, to add to clause 6. It
would be observed that the original clause said -

““6. When goods are imported into Queensland which,
in the opinion of the Collector of Custowms, certified by
himn to the Colonial Treasurer, are asuhstitute for known
dutiable goods liable to a fixed rate of duty, or possess
propertics substantially the sane as those of such duti-
able goods, the Governor may hy Order in Councildircet
that a duty be levied on such goods at the same rate as
that payable on suech dutiable goods or any less rate
specified in the Order in Couneil.”

He now proposed to amend the clause by pro-
viding that instead of the Governor in Council
issuing the orders the Minister should do so, and
the following addition would be proposed to
follow at the end of the clause :—

‘“If any importer or other person by whom dnty is
payable in respect of any such goods disputes the
corrcctness of the rate of duty so determined by the
Treasurer, he may appeal from the Treasurer's order in
the sane manner and subject to the saine conditions as
are preseribed by the thirticth section of the Customs
Act of 1873.  And therefore the saine proceedings shall
be had and taken as are preseribed with respect to
appeals under the provisions of that section.”

Hon. members would notice that it was neces-
sary to substitute ¢ Minister” for ““ Governor in
Council,” inasmuch as no appeal could be made
from an order of the Council. Tt was the
Minister who would direct or approve of the
action of the Collector, and upon the action
of the Minister an appeal could he made directly
to the Grovernor in Council. hon. gentlemen
would refer to the 30th section of the Customs
Act of 1873 they would find in what manner an
appeal would be conducted. The section said:—

“In case any suchinaster, owner, merchant, importer,
shipper, exporter, or agent shall feel himself aggrieved
by the determination of the Collector or Treasurer in
any of the cases aforesxid, or have any ground of vom-
plaint against any officer in respect of anything done or
omitted to be done by such officer in or about the exceu-
tion of his duty, such person shall, upon an application
in writing to the tovernor in Council, to be made
within one week after such determination, which appli-
cation shall state the substance of his compluint or the
reasons of his dissatisfaction with such determination,
be entitled to have the facts and circumstances of such
complaint or determination inquired into,”
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He thought that would be an improvement on
the proposed scheme. It certainly relieved the
public from any apprehension of any arbitrary
conduet on the part of the Collector of Customs
or the Treasurer in judging of the wvalue of im-
ported goods. 1f hon. members would consult
their copy of the Bill and follow him he would
point out the alterations proposed to be made.
In the 31st line it was proposed to omit the
word “ Governor ” and insert the word “Trea-
surer”; in the same line to omit the words
“in Council” and insert ‘‘under his hand”;
in the 34th line to omit the words “in Council ’;
in the 35th line to omit the words *‘in Council”;
in the 88th line to omit the words ‘“in Couneil”;
and at the end of the clause to add the amend-
ment which he had moved.

The Hox. S T. McILWRAITH said the
scheme of the Government was changed with
regard to the clause before the Committes. What
was proposed to be done now was to provide
that the Collector of Customs should report to
the Treasurer, who would make an order, and
from that order the importer had the right of
appeal to the Governor in Council, who was to
appoint two persons to inquire into the subject-
matter of such appeal. There was still some
vagneness about the matter. Of course the
(tovernor in Council was supposed to be guided
by the report of the persons appointed to investi-
gate the complaint.

Mr. CHUBB said he was glad the amend-
ment had been introduced, because it was c(uite
clear that the Treasurer was a little in error
when he said the Customs Act gave the right of
appeal. It was perfectly clear that the right
given by the Customs Act would not apply in
cases that night arise under the 6th clause of
that Bill. He had intended to call attention to
that fact immediately the Committee resumed,
but the Treasurer had anticipated him, and he
was glad to see the hon. gentleman introduce
the amendment.

The Hox. Sig T. MoILWRAITH said he
would like to hear the Treasurer explain the
amendment a little more fully. What improve-
ment was it upon the present law? They were
now making a change in the law, and they ought
to malke it cleaver. Supposing, under the present
circumstances, the Collector of Customs or Trea-
surer came to a certain decision with regard to
the amount of duty to be levied on certain goods,
then, according to the amendment, the importer
might appeal from that decision to the Governor
in Council. That was the law at the present
time. Then what improvement was made by
the amendment? There was not the slightest
difference in the two provisionsas far as he could
see.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said that
upon the Treasurer issuing an order under his
hand it would be at once publicly announced
what was the action taken with regard to certain
articles, which at the present time was unde-
termined or unknown. It would also enable the
Collector of Customs to know that he was
acting on safe ground and that his action
was confirmed. Under the original Act there
was a doubt whether the right of appeal could
be maintained. He was quite willing that the
right of appeal should be maintained, and, with-
out wishing to alter the existing law with
regard to the right of appeal, he thought it was
well that the articles eomcerning which doubts
had arisen should be known to the public as
bearing a specific rate of duty.

The Hox. Stz T. McILWRAITH said he
understood that by the action proposed to be
taken under that clause the public would know
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sooner than they did under the present law that
certain articles would be subjected to a certain
duty by the Treasurer.

The COLONTAL TREASURER : Yes.

The Hox. Sz T. McILWRATTH said that
virtnally thelaw would remain exactly as it was
now without the amendment. But there was
another aspect of the question. That amend-
ment might lead to something worse. At
the present time they had certain fixed duties,
and those would appear as the tariff of the
colony ; then they would have running along-
side that tariff certain Orders in Council, or
orders of the Treasurer, which would not bave
the same effect as the tariffi but which might
beappealed from. Now, was it worth while to make
a confusion in the law which would give so very
little advantage to the public? The information
the Treasurer wanted to convey to the public was
that he would take certain action when certain
things were introduced. There would then be,
as he (Sir Thomas Mellwraith) had said, two
tariffs—one the tariff of the land, another the
tariff or orders of the Treasurer, which might be
appealed from to the Governorin Council. That
would be an inconvenience. The Treasurer would
certainly gain by the proposal, but he would be
creating confusion in the tariff. He hoped the
hon. gentleman understood what he meant—
namely, that there would be really two tarifts,
one of which had received the sanction of Par-
Jiament, and the other the tariff of the Colonial
Treasurer, which might be appealed from to the
Governor in Couneil.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he did
not follow the hon. gentleman., His argument
was very ingeniously put.  There were not,
however, two tariffs. The tariff would notin any
way be altered, but a classification of the articles
which might be affected by that tariff would be
at once laid before the public. The tariff fixed
duties which were payable upon a certain com-
modity. Commodities which were introduced
into the colony would either have to pay the
fixed duty imposed upon the goods for which
they were substitutes or would be admitted on
payment of the «wd valorem duty. Instead of
establishing a new tariff the amendment would
simply enable them to make a classification of
the substituted goods as they arrived, and they
would, as he had said, either be admitted on the
fixed duty payable on the known commodity or
at the «d eadorem duty.,  The tariff would remnain
unaltered, but the classilication would Le made
more intelligible,

Mr. CHUBB said in that case the last line
of clause 6 would have to be altered, because
it saild ““ or any less rate specified in the Order
in Council.” Tt gave the Treasurer poiver to
malke the rate less than the tariff.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said he was
obliged to the hon. gentleman for pointing out
the defect in the clause. The intention was
not to alter the duties fixed on goods, but to
define whether goods should come in under the
fixed rates or under ad valorcn duty ; and he was
willing to omit the words ““or any les« rate speci-
fied in the Order in Council.”

The Hox, Siz T. McILWRAITH said that
if the clause was passed it would have to be
worded in a peculiar way so as to draw the
attention of hmporters to the fact that certain
duties were levied but were subject to appeal to
the Governor in Council, There were two classes
of duties—one fixed by law, the other by the
Treasurer on the Orders in Council. The law
said that all sorts of preserved fish and so on, as
shown in the second column of thelist of articles,
were subject to certain fixed duties; but alon;-
side were the orders of the Treasury to say that
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almond calkes and so on were to be taken as the
articles in the adjoining column opposite which
they were placed. They would have to appear
as points not absolutely fixed—not the tariff of the
colony, but the practice of the Treasurerinlevying
duties. Was it worth while for the small amount
of good that would result to have such a cum-
brous systom ? The Colonial Treasurer had told
them that the clause was introduced for the
purpose of getting over a small departmental
inconvenience; but a great public inconvenience
was being substituted.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
clause might be taken as an excellent interpreta-
tion clause in the interests of the mercantile
community. The hon. member for Blackall,
having had experience of the department, could
bear him out in saying that it would do away
with a good deal of misrepresentation.

Amendiment put and passed.

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA-
SURER, the words ““under his hand” were
substituted for the words “in Council,” in the
31s6 line.

On the motion of the COLONTAL TREA-
SURKR, the words ““or any less rate specified in
the Order in Council” were omitted.

On the motion of the COLONIAL TRREA-
STURER, the words ““in Council” were omitted
from lines 35 and 3S.

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that
the following be added to the clause :—

If any tmporter or other person by whom dnty is
payable in respeet ol any such goods dispuies the
correctiess of the rate of duty so deterinined by the
Treasurer, he may appeal from the Treasurer’s order in
the smie manner and subject to the same conditions as
are preseribed by the 30th scetion ol the Customs
Act of 1873, And thercforethe same proceedings shall
e had and taken as are preseribed with respect to
appeals under the provisions of that section.

The  Hox. S1z T. McILWRAITH said that
the new paragraph should read, ¢ subject to the
same conditions as are prescribed by the 30th
and subsequent sections of the Customs Act of
1878.7

The COLONIAL TREASURER : Those sec-
tions are consequent upon the 30th section.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITH said the
30th, 31st, 32nd, 33rd, 34th, 35th, and 36th
sections dealt with those appeals. The clause
should not cite the section at all, but simply
say ¢ as prescribed by the Customs Act of 1878.”

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he
thought it better to cite the section, and it
would certainly be more convenient, as the
Customs Act was a very long one.

Mr, CHUBB said the point was that the 30th
section did not include the whole procedure.
There was only one mode of appeal in the
Customs Act, and if the clause said, ‘““as are
prescribed by the Customs Act of 1873, it would
include the whole of the procedure,

The ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Ion. A,
Rutledge) said it was really immaterial. The
clause indicated the section in the Act in which
the mode of appeal was described.

Mr. CHUBB : It does not.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that what
happened after the appeal was made to the
Governor in Couneil was set out in the following
sections which were dependent upon the 30th
section.

Amendment agreed to; and clause,asamended,
put and passed.

On clause 7, as follows :—

“When any goods, which in a raw or unnumn-
factiroed state wonld be linhle to a lower rate ot duty
on Lnportation, are before iwportation subjected to
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any treatment which, in the opinion of the Collector
of Customs, certified by him to the Colonial Treasurer
and confirined by the Colouial Treasurer, has been
applied by way of partiul c¢onversion, or pre-
paration for the conversion. of such goods into
an article of merehandise which wonld be liahle on
importation to a higher rate of duty, bt o that the
goods cannot fairly be charged with such higher rate,
then sueh goods shall be Hable on importation into
Queensland to duty at a rate «ual to one-half of the
dnty which would be chargeahle upon the article ot
merchandise into which they have been so partially
converted or prepared to be converted.”

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
clause had also been explained on a previous
oceasion, and in Committee of Ways and Means.
It veferred to goods arriving in the colony in a
partially manufactured state. He had given the
instance of pork, which arrived salted, and was
received with an ad wvalorem duty of some-
thing less than Id. per pound, and after
being subjected to a process of smoking in
the colony it virtually became bacon, which
aid an  import duty of 2d. per pound.
The intention of the clause was, without dis-
paraging the introduction of an article for
manufacture here, to have a duty upon a
partially manufactured article more approximate
to the value of the article into which it was to
be manufactured. He admitted at once that the
clause introduced a new tariff, and would rvequire
a new classification,  For instance, they could
not charge upon pork in salt the fixed duty
charged upon bacon. By the clause, if passed, it
was Intended that it should be charged at half
the rate charged upon bacon—namely, 1d. per
pound,

The Hox. Sz T. McILWRATTH said he
thought the clause would be very useful, but he
would like to know how the Treasurer cune to
the conclusion that half the dubty should he
charged. Imn some cases the process undertaken
with partially manufactured articles would go
a long way towards their conversion into the
dutiable articles, but in other cases the process
might gn only a small way. In what way did
the Treasurer come to charge half the duty of
the dutiable article in all cases?

The COLONTAL TREASURER said it was
thought the margin of half the duty would be a
sufficient encouragement to cover the cost of
manufacture in the colony, They had not had a
very large experience of articles that would
come under the clause, which was introduced
with a view of preparing for o large quantity of
goods of that character coming in.  The actual
duty paid on salt pork to which he Jad reforred
was 2d. They thought that duty mnight be fairly
raised told, without diininishing the industry, as
the odd penny would allow a sullicient margin
to operate upon. He could not way that the
caleculation was mathematically correct ; at the
same time it was made in aspirit of fair play
which should commend itself to the Committee.

Mr. PALMER said he scarcely thought the
clause was framed simply for the purpose of
providing a duty on salt pork, and it would be
advisable to enlighten the Committee on other
articles which the clause would affect, as was
done with clause 6. There was rope-making, for
instance—how would the importation of hemp be
affected 7 And articles used in paper-making,
and a good many other manufactures, would be
affected by it.  On all that the Committee ought
to have some enlightenment, and then they
would understand the clause a good deal better
than they did at present.

The Hox., Smw T. McILWRATITH said he
would take the case of tobacco, which paid a duty
of 2s. 6d. per pound.  Supposing a manufacturer
outside the colony worked up tobacco into the
last stage before it becanse cigars, so that ouly
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one process remained to be gone through before
it became the finished article—if it was to be
charged only one-half the duty of imported
cigars, 5., it would get into the colony on paying
only 25, 6d. per pound. Then there was the casc
of coffee. The ordinary manufactured coffee_of
commerce paid 6d. per pound. Supposing coffec
wag imported in such a state that it only
resquired some small process to make it into
the ordinery coffee of commerce, it would get
in at the rate of 3d., whereas the duty on raw
coffee was 4d. per pound. In that case
there would be a decrease instead of an increase
in the duty. Thelate Government endeavoured
to et at the same result that the Colonial
Treasurer was now aiming at, but they con-
sidered each article om its own merits. For
justance, there was a duty of 3d. a pound on
stearine candles, and the manufacturers evaded
the duty by importing the stearine—which pad
a good deal less—and made the candles in the
colony. Under that clause, stearine would have
only 13d. a pound, which was a good deal
too little. ~ Could not some means be devised by
which the judgment of the Colonial Treasurer
might be exercised in fixing the duties on the
different articles? Tn two of the Instances he
had mentioned the operation of the clause would
result in a distinet loss to the Treasury. Par-
tially manufactured coffee would pay a lower
rate of duty than raw coffee, and tobaceo mami-
factured very nearly to the extent of the finished
cigar would get in'at the same duty as ordinary
tobacco.

The COLONIAI, TREASURINR said the
hon. gentleman had not been particnlarly happy
in the cases Lo had selected, and had furnished
him with an excellent argmment for the clause
they had just passed.  If tobaceo or coffee came
into the colony in a partially manufactured
state they would be at once caught by clause 6.
The Collector having certified that they were
substitutes for the fully prepared article, they
would at once be classed as cigars and coffee,
and charged accordingly. With regard to the
retmark of the hon. member for Durlce, there were
several other articles in addition to pork that
would be affected Dby the eclawse, but pork
was the chief article. " Pulp fruit was imported
in large quantities at kd. duty, as against
jam, which was chargzed at the rate of 1d. ver
pound.  That might fairly he increased to one-
half of the charge for jam. Then there was
Iemon-peel, dried, which paid a very small ad
cilorom rate, as against candied peel which was
charged 2L per pownd.  Tately there had been
a lot of lemon-peel introduced 1 a pickled form,
which by some further process of manufucture
was converted into candied peel, which paid a
duty of 2d. per pound. The list was not, o large
one, and the clause would enable them to fix a
veasonable rate of duty on the articles which
camre under it.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
Clolonial Treasurer would more casily meet the
objection that hadbeenraised by omitting all refer-
ence to duty at one-half, and putting in the power
to appeal, the same as existed in the other clau
Tn some cases the revenue would lose by fixing
the duty at one-half that on the manufactured
article, and in other cases the duty would Dhe
increased too much. By leaving out the one-
half and giving the power to appeal, it would
malke the matter fair for the Treasury, and fair for
theimporter also, With regard to the importation
of pulp fruit, the hon. gentleman shonld have
told the Commnittee that althongh it only pays
ome-eivhth of a penny per pound, as compared
with jam, which pays 1d. per pound, the article
iv almost entirely manufactured in the colony.
The hon. gentleman should also have told them




Customs Duties Bill.

that there were factories here now which were
not in existence twelve or eighteen months ago,
which employed a large number of hands ; and
they consumed, in the continned manufacture
of the article, a very large amount of dutiable
goods which fully compensated for the ditfer-
ence between id. on pulp fruit and 1d.
on jams. All the tins and all the cases were
made here, there was a duty on the timber,
and there was also the value of the labour. 1f
the hon. gentleman would only look around he
would see that it was a Denefit to the colony
that pulp fruit should come in at id. He
(Mr. Macrossan) was certain that the country
gained more by it than by the imported article
at 1d. He thought the suggestion he had made
would meet the case entirely.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
argument of the hon. member for Townsville
reversed what was advocated by the leader of the
Opposition when dealing with thetthclause, The
hon. gentleman objected then tothe Treasurer or
Collector of Customs framing a separate and dis-
tinet tariff, and he (the Colonial Treasurer)thonght
it was far better that the tariff itself should be
definite, although a classification of the goods
might be made from tinie to time. They had passed
the 6th clause in that form. There had been no
alteration in the tariff, but power of classification
was given. Dut in the 7th clause there was, as
he had said, a distinct change in the tariff, and
instead of leaving the matter in the hands of the
Collector or of the Treasurer, it was better that
the rate should be determined. He thought that
one-half of the duty would be quite sufficient to
protect the revenue, and at the same time it
would not he at all oppressive, or in any way
discouraging to the unmanufactured or partially
manufactured commodity. Hequite admitted the
benefits that accrued from the establishment of
industries such as the hon. member for Towns-
ville had referred to, and he had endeavoured to
encourage them by admitting the unmanufactured
article at a lower rate of duty than the manu-
factured. It had been brought in under stringent
conditions that it should not enter into con-
swnption until it had undergone a further process
of manufacture ; and he was of opinion that
even if it had to come in under the Tth
clause the increased duty would not be at all
oppressive. However, if they were to have the
clause in the Bill, it would be better to have the
duty fixed than to leave it to the Government of
the day to determine what it should be.

The Tox. J. M. MACROSSAN said in that
case it would be better to inercase the duty on
each article. That would be framing a new
tariff,

Mr, ISAMBERT said in considering the
tariff it was the duty of the Government not so
much to see that the revenue was protected, as
that the general interests of the country were
protected, and its industries encouraged. The
industries of acountry wereitslife ; without indus-
tries any country would soon come to the ground.
With regard to pulp fruit it must be rememn-
bered that .before it hecame an ariicle of con-
sumption it was reduced by nearly one-half,
ard, therefore, charging a duty on it at the
rate proposed was very nearly the same as was
paid when it was manufactured. 1f the importa-
tion of such fruit would interfere with the fruis
producers of the colony it would be wrong to
admit it at so low a rate, but so far from such
being the case he believed that it rather served
them. The variety of frult grown in Queens-
land that was suitable for manufacture into jam
was very limited, and the introduction of pulp
fruit—choice fruit to which the public were accus-
totned-—not only enconraged the establishinent of
jam factories here, but at the same thine offered a
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sure market for the surplus fruit of the colony that
would not besold in shops for ordinary consump-
tion. Therefore it was decidedly serving their far-
mers and fruit-growers instead of acting against
them. Moreover, if jam was imported from the
other colonies, ten to onethatthe sugar so imported
in the jam would be a foreign product, while, on
the other hand, if the jam was manufactured in
the colony the sugar grown here would be con-
sumed ; and in the present depressed state of the
sugar industry they must be very jealous not to
lose a single customer for that article. Besides
that, packing amounted to a considerable item
in connection with the jamn trade. Forinstance,
the tins, the labels, and even the very
timber of which the boxes were made, had to
pay duty when entering the colony, and even
when the timber used was the product of their
own forests, and therefore had not to pay duty,
it had to pay a royalty ; so that it would be
manifestly unfair if the duty on pulp was raised,
particularly as the business of jam-making had
not been very long established here, and also,
because the factories had heen established under
certain concessions given by the Governor in
Council. The Govermuent should be very careful
not to play with the industries of the colony.
They had not so many industries established
that they conld play fast and loose with them ;
and most of the industries of the colony being
now under a cloud, those which were in a
flourishing condition ought to be treated with
the utmost care. To give hon. members an idea
of how far those factories were a benefit to
the colony he might state that he knew one,
which had not been established many months,
that was now employing about fifty persons, with
the prospect of increasing the employment. Ile
might also state that at the present time the
jam factories in Tasmania, which, judging from
the large buildings they had there—three or four
stories high—must have been employing from
100 to 200 people, were standing idle, or al
the outside employing vnly about a dozen or two
dozen people in preparing pulp fruit—that was,
subjecting fruit to no other process than was suthi-
cient to keepit for exportandbring it to the colony.
Now,it was the progressof the industry in the other
colonies that had injured Tasmania, and Queens-
land was far more benefited by it than Tasmania
was injured. One patriotic statesman in Tas-
mania, who was a member of the Ministry,
and also a jam manufacturer, had managed to
pull the wires so as to injure his enterprising
rivalsinthe other colonies. One jam manufacturer
inTasmania had sons established in other colonies,
one of them in Brisbaue. He was erecting build-
ings and employing men, and by giving him this
opportunity they had attracted a most valuable
colonist, for the manufacturer was the most
valuable colonist they could get—he brought
mouney, on which the colony had to pay no
intevest, He (Mr. Isambert) was very jealous of
their industries ; they had none to spare, and he
should do his best to protect them.

Mr. NORTON said he thought it would be a
wmistake to impose a duty on the pulp imported
for jam -making. When it arrived it was
converted to the same purpose as the fruit if
brought in its natural state, and the fruit was
allowed to be imported without any duty being
paid.  Ome reason why they should be very
careful in dealing with the matter was that at
the present time there was great difficulty in
getting a sufficient supply of fruit to keep up
the jam manufactures, He knew that, in
the cass of a factory established some time
ano in Rockhampton, they could not get enough
fruit to keep them going. It was the same in
Brisbane, and when the fruits of the country
failed they imported fruit from the other colo-
nies and made it into jam that would otherwise
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have been made out of the coleny. Tle did
not see the slightest difference between the fruit
in its natural state and in the pulp, excapt a
difference in favour of our own industrics. The
only object of iinporting it in that shape was
avold the expense and loss attending the car
of the green fruit.

Mr. FOOTE said he agreed with the view of

the last two spealeers so far as the fmportation of
fruit was concerned. If the clause applied ouly
to pork it would not much matter, but he was
very jealous of the industries started in the
colony which employed a large number of hands.
They spent large sums of money on immigration,
and they should be very careful not to drive
population away. Hehoped the Treasurer would
modify the clause so that it would not bear on
fruit, otherwise he should feel obliged to vote
against the clause if it went to a division.
Mr. MOREHEAD said the case stated by the
Colonial Treasurer was only given in illustration
of the class of article the clause was intended to
apply to, and it was o very bad illnstration. Tt
went to prove that the clause, if passed, would
tend to strangle an industry which was just
struggling into existence, and one which so far
had been of benefit to the colony. Tt had reduced
the price of jam to the consmmer and had not
injured the fruit-grower, He thought it was very
unfortunate that the Colonial Treasurer should
have mentioned pulp fruit as an instance of the
action which would be brought into force by the
clause.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that
if pulp fruit had been the only article on the list
he should never have thought of submitting the
clanse for the consideration of the Connnittee,
He thought hon. wembers had not read the
clause very carefully, or they would have scen
that it was entirely optional with the Treasurer
to take action in the matter.

Mr. NORTON : That is the objection to it.

The COLONTAL TREASURER : The Trea-
surer might not think that pulp fruit was one of
the articles on which he was justificd in charging
a higher rate of duty. He thought that up to
the present time the nnporters of pulp fruit had
heen pretty well satisfied that the Governmnent
had no intention to oppress them. The subject
of the pulp fruit was a question to which hio had
given a good deal of attention when it was bronght
before him. If they were dealing with pulp
frait alone there would be no necessity for the
clause.

My, CIHIUBB said that if he wnderstood
rightly green fruit bore no duty. The clause,
therefore, would not apply to pulp fruit, as it
referred only to articles liable to duty.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that
pulp frait was a partially manufactured article,
and the clause wonld apply to it. He would point
out to the Treasurer, who said members on the
Opposition side had not read the clause carcfully,
that he had said it was left in the hands of the
Collector of Customns to decide what articles
should be admitted at half the rate of duty
payable on the manufactured articles, and they
all knew that it was the duty of the Collector
of Customs to raise as much revenue as he
possibly could, without reference to the encou-
ragement or establishinent of any industry in
the colony. It was a_dangerous power to leave
in the hands of an otficial whose duby it was to
collect money.  Hon. members of that Com-
mittee had another duty to perform. Their
duty was not only to protect the revenue,
but  to encourage the establishment of
industries. Theretore, they had read the
clause very carefully, with the intention
of protecting an industry frow the grasping
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avarice of the Treasurer and his supporter the
Collector of Customs. He hoped that the hon,
gentleman would rceonsider the clause and
alter it in such a way as would suit the views of
the Commitfee and not be oppressive to any
industries which were established, or might be
established, in the colony.

Mr. MACFARLANI said he thought they
had hit a happy medium by proposing to tax
partially manufactured goods at half the
rate of duty payable upon the manufactured
article. That rate would be quite sufficient
to protect the Treasury and at the same time
would not deter the manufacturers of the
article here from continuing to import the pulp
fruits and other articles., The clause would
protect eurers of bacon and pork as well as
encourage people to grow fruit rather than pay
duty on the pulp fruit.  He did not see how any
great hardship could ensue from the clause as 1t
stood, Tt would protect the revenue and en-
courage industries in the colony. He had very
frequently heard growers of Dbacon complain of
not receiving any encouragement, and he
believed that if the imported article were more
heavily taxed they would be able to compete
with 1t successfully, He should support the
clause as it stood,

Mr. MOREHEAD said that what had fallen
from the hon. gentleman completely bore out
the arguments brought forward by the hon.
gentlemen on the Opposition side of the Com-
mittee, and that was that the taxable articles
should be scheduled.  Tley had heard from the
hon, member for Bundanba that the pulp fruit
should not be taxed, and they had heard from
the hon. member for Tpswich that a small tax
should Dbe levied. Neither of the taxes pro-
pused were provided for in any schedule, and yet
they were hoth brought out as typical cases in the
statement handed to hon. members. There
appeared to be no difference of opinion with
regard to pork.  That might be very fairly
scheduled for the reasons given by the Treasurer
and others ; but with regard to the (uestion of
pulp fruit he thought it might be shown that it
did not come under the Ist line of the Tth
clause, which referred to goods which, in a raw
or unmanufactured state, would be liable to a
lower rate of duty on importation. That could
hardly be called anything more or less than
unmanufactured, because the manufacture com-
menced from the tine of its being landed
in Quecnstand.  The whole operation, he had
been iuformed, that the fruit was previously
subjected to was boiling up to o certain point ;
so that he thought it inight be very fairly des-
cribed, so far asthe Tth clause was concerned,
as an article in a raw state. He thought
the Colonial Treasurer had made a great
mistake in citing that as one of the typical
cases, becnuse he must know himself that lie
agreed to its being accepted by the Customs :
an article in a raw state, and he must
know that a considerable manufacture, w
hix consent and approval, had been started in
Brisbane. The Colonial Treasurer would, there-
fore, perceive that that article should not come
within the provisions of the 7th clause. Tt had
heen admitted by the hon. member for Dun-
danba and others that it would be an unmixed
good to all concerned if pulp fruit were allowed
to be introduced at a lower rate, as the general
public would thus have the advantage of having
sood jams at a very low price.

Mr. KELLITT said he thought the Colonial
Treasurer wight very fairly dispense with the
clause altogether.  The more he Tooked at it the
less benefit he could see to be derived from it.
There were only two articles mentioned, one of
which was pulp fruit, the duty upon which
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the Colonial Treasurer himself said he did not
intend to impose ; so that that illustration
might be put on one side.  The other article
was pork. He was sorry to say that there
was very little good bacon made in the colony,
except what was brought in a half-made state and
smoked here ; so that if the proposed duty were
imposed upon pork they would have to pay a
higher price for the bacon, and he did not think
there would be any great addition to the revenue.
Therefore he thought both of those articles
might be omitted, and that the clanse might be
struck out albogether.

My, GROOM said he was one of those who
thought that pulp fruit might be very well
admitted into the colony free. At the last
Exhibition he took a great deal of interest
in looking round local manufactures, and
he spoke to one gentleman, whose exhibits
attracted his attention by their excellence,
and asked him where he got his fruit from,
because he Lknew there were several articles
which conld not possibly be made in the
colony. He saw several dozens of black-
currant jam and jelly, and knowing that no
Dlack currants were grown here he asked himn
where lte got his material from, and he imme-
diately told him he received it in its pulp state
from Tasmania. Then again, in reference to
strawberries : they Lknew very well that that
was a fruit that could not be grown in any
great (uantities in the colony, and to admit
those articles duty-free would not at all interfere
with local growers., He spoke now from a
protectionist view of the question, because he
was not ashamed to admit that his protectionist
views remained unchanged, and he believed that
all the colonies were gradually drifting towards
protection,

Mr. MOREHEAD : No, no!

Mr. GROOM : The hon. member said ““No,
no,” but of course that was a national question
upon which they could agree to differ ; bhut uny-
one who looked at the current of public events
would see that what he said was correct. They
must recognise the fact that New Zealand and
Victoria had adopted a protectionist policy, and
South Australia was following in the wale.

Mr. MOREHEAD: What is South Australia
now ?

AMr. GROOM said whatever South .Australi
had been the fact was undoubted that her Par-
linment had adopted o protectionist policy.
New South Wales was gradually drifting in the
sawe direction, and all those who looked at the
question from a national standpoint and read
the carrent literature of the day would certainly
be of the opinion that all the colonies were
drifting towards protection.  And veally he
did not wonder at it. MHe believed a protec-
tionist policy would be a good one in this colony,
and he regretted that the Treasurer had not
taken the whole tariff into consideration, which
had not been touched to any great extent since
Mr. Ramsay dealt with it in 1870.

The Hox. Sz T. McILWRAITH : By Mr.
Hemmant in 1873,

Mir. GROOM: To a very small extent.
Although the then Treasurer disclaimed any
intention of dealing with the tariff from a pro-
tectionist standpoint, a Jarge section of the

<5

Houge did deal with it from that stand-
point, and all the increased taxation was
carried by considerable majorities against

the Government. The majority that existed
then existed in a larger degree at the present
time. Of that he was sure, and none who had
watched the marvellous progress of Canada
during the past five years under a protectionist
policy could doubt the wisdom of protecbing

[8 SEPTEMBER.]

Customs Duties Bill. 601

young industries in young countriesin order that
employment might be found for the native-born
of the soil. For five years Canada had had an
annual surplus revenue of 2,500,000 dollars, and
hundreds of thousands had been employed in her
nunufactories.  Protection had been an excellent
thing for the Dominion of Canada, and it would
have an equally good effect in all the colonies, He
believed himszelf that the icdes of protection was
growing, not only here, but in all the colonies ;
and he was firmly of the opinion that federated
Australia would be protectionist Australia.

Mr. MOREHEAD: Thope we shall never
have a federated Australia.

Mr. GROOM said he hoped they would.

Mr. MOREHEAD : Not on those lines.

Mr. GROOM said he believed the time would
come when they shouldhave afederal (zovernment
independent of their own local Government ; and
when that time camne they should be able to show
as good a record as Canada had shown since
federation. With regard to the particular articles
wnder discussion, he felt satisfied from what he had
heard from the gentleman who had charge of the
manufactured articles he had spoken of in the
Fxhibition, and who himsclf had founded a very
large industry in our midst, that it wounld he a
very good thing if the Colonial Treasurer could
see his way clear to admit pulp fruit duty-free.
Green fruit was imported cvery year to the
extent of £40,000 or £50,000 worth, and was
admitted duty-free, and he did not see why a
tax should be imposed upon the articles which
could not be grown here, and which, when
imported and manufactured in the colony, hud
theeffect of considerably reducing the prices to the
consumer. Besides which, it was much better to
have the articles manufszctured here than in other
placos, because with jams, as with evervthing else,
agreat deal of adulteration was going on, and if the
articles were brought here in a raw state some
guarantee could be obtained that a genuine
article would be retailed. However, he hoped
the Colonial Treasurer would see his way clear
to admit pulp fruit duty-free, because, by taking
action of that kind, he would do more than
anything else towards the encouragemcnt and
establishment of local industries.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said he was
unable to admit pulp fruit duty-free, even if
he wished to do so, because it bore an ad
valorca duty of 3 per cent., and he had no power
to remit that duty. The only power he had was
devived from Parliament, and he could not act
on his own responsibility.  However, from his
own observation, confirmed by the opinion of the
Commmittee, he did not think it desirable to alter
thedutyonpulpfruit. Ashadbecen already stated,
it required a large amount of colonial manufac-
tured sugar to prepare it for consumption, and
for that reason he thought it should not have any
higher duty fwposed upon it. The chief itemn
under discussion was salt pork, and, whilst he
had listened to the remarks of the hon. member
for Stanley, he could not see his way to abandon
the clause, but he certainly did not intend to
instruct the Collector of Customs to take action
with regard to pulp fruit.

The Hox. 8 T. McILWRAITH said that
the hon, member for Toowoomba had just made
one of those peeuliar speeches which might he
interpreted any way., He had delivered aspeechin
favour of protection, and in favour of frestrade.
If he voted for pulp fruit coming in duty-free he
would he protecting the manufacturer ; and if he
voted for an hmposition upon it he would be
protecting the grower.  He had been wondering
himself whether the Colonial Treasurer was a
protectionist or a frectrader—as he had always
aunounced hinself to be ; but, he could not make
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out what the hon. gentleman’s views were.
Thers was some truth in what the hou, member
for Toowoomba said in regard to the colonies
drifting towards protection— not the colonies,
but this colony. It was drifting very fast in
that direction, but the cause was the extra-
vagance of the Government, who now had no
other resource left to them bhut additional taxa-
tion, He felt sure the I3ill they had before
them was only the commencenent of the end,
and that next year they would have other
additional duties. Then they would find
themselves  protectionists In spite of them-
selves,  The hon. member for Tuowoomba
spoke about protection in America. He would
tell them what brought that about. What
brought about protection in Ameriea was the
civil war. It was not adopted because the
manufacturers came to the conclusion that it
would be a good thing for the industries of
America to have protection. They adopted that
policy because they had to meet the interest of,
and pay off, a large debt. Tt was by those extra-
ordinary means that protection was introduced—
it was introduced quite accidentally and not
with the view of benefiting native industries,
He hoped this colony would mnever obtain
the protection to which the hon. member
for Toowoomba apparently looked forward-—
the protection of a federated Australia, be-
cause that would be about the worst way they
could possibly have protection for Queensland.
He was unpatriotic enongh not to wish to see the
prosperity of Queensland swamped in the pros-
perity of the southein colonies, By federated
protection they would join themselves against
Fngland.  Victoria and New South Wales had
the start of Queensland in manufactures and pro-
ductions, and therefore, whilst protective duties
would protect those colonies, they would not
protect Queensland. The people of this colony
would have o pay a higher rate for every-
thing they used for the purpuse of encourag-
ing, not industries within their own hovders,
but industries down south. If federation would
have that result they ought to fight against it,
but he did not think it would have the effect of
establishing protection of that sort. Butall that
was beside the (uestion of pulp fruit. Really he
thought the clause was scarcely worth fighting
about. The Colonial Treasurer himself, in an
addendumn he had furnished to the Comnittee,
had stated that pulp fruit would not be operated
upon under that clause. Ile (Sir T. Mell-
wraith) did not think it would either ; he did not
think the clanse would touch it. Ie did not
think the clause was worth so much discussion.

Mr. BROOKES said he did not himself
think that matter was worth speaking about,
and he simply rose for the purpose of pointing
out to the hon. gentleman who had just sat down
that he must have spoken rather hastily when
he sald that protection began in America with
the civil war.

Mr. NORTON : What is the question ?

Mr. BROOKES said the hon. gentleman who
had just sat down was the leader of the Oppo-
sition and a very important member of that
Assembly, and it would Dbe a great pity if
any  statements of his which were incorrect
should not be corrected, if possible. The hon.
member, who had spoken rather unadvisedly,
must know that the very first thing the United
Statos did was to establi tem of protection,
and that no cause operated niore to bring about
a revolt of the Anerican colonies from Kngland
than this, that England decided that they should
not have anything like protection. It was in
history that Lord Chatham said that if he
had his wish every horse in America should
go to England to be shod, and it was also known
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that it was a felony to make a felt hat in
America. It was also a matter of history
that George Washington was considered the
personification of protection when he stood
before the very first Congress in a suit of
American homespun. It was of great impor-
tance that the minds of people in this colony
should be drawn to the subject of protection,
It was all very well for importers to tallc about
frectrade, because freetrade was the breath of
the nostrils of importers. But looking at the
interests of the colony, hon. members had some-
thing higher to consider than the interests of
importers. He would now pass that subject and
just allude for one moment to the federation ques-
tion. When federation was mentioned by the hon,
member for Toowoomba, some hon. member on
the other side of the Committee—he thought it
was the hon. member for Balonne—said he would
not like to see federation on protectionist lines.
Well, his opinion was that they would never see
federation on any other lines. He considered
that at present they had not learned the
A B O of federation. The question which was
raised in the Legislative Council of New South
Wales when the subject of federation was under
consideration distinetly showed how the current
ran. The question was, ¢ What are we to get out
ofit,” and that was just the question which wasthe
most natural in the world to comefrom a colony,
the greater part of whose business people were
importers; from a colony, the leading spirit of
which was the spirit of pedlars and hawkers. Now
with reference to pulp fruit, he really did not
think the proposal under consideration could do
any great harm either one way or the other, and
it was a matter of indifference to him which way
the Colonial Treasurer decided to act; but he
did think it a matter of importance that, if
protection was mentioned or frectrade, they
should be mentioned, at all events, with some
degree of correctness, because the question would
grow, It was a very important question, and
the sooner they were delivered from the super-
stitions of some English political economists in
that matter the better.

Mr. MOREHEAD said the speeches they had
just heard on the matter hefore the Committee were
very discursive and vague. With regard to the
particular clause before them hethoughtthematter
conld have been settled very much more quickly
if the Colonial Treasurer had not himself intro-
duced the subject of pulp fruit. Thevefore, if
there had been any delay in passing the clanse,
the responsibility rested upon  the Colonial
Treasurer.  He had told the Connnittee just now
that he mever intended that the higher duty
should be charged on pulp fruit. He had told
them that so far as he was individually con-
cerned, and so long as he remained in office,
there would be no tariff on pulp fruit except
wo far as regarded the ad valorem duty. Dut
how would that affect the future? There
should be some qualification made in the
clause to prevent any damage being done to
those people in the colony employed in that
particular industry at any future time by the
imposition of a higher duty. The Treasurer
himself had done a great injury to those who
went in for jam manufacture and imported the
pulp fruit into the colony, by putting that
particular article into the schedule which he
had put into the hands of members of the
Committee, It appeared to him that the
debate had been reduced to a discussion on
pork, pulp, and protection. They had heard
the most extraordinary speeches made within
the last half-honr with regard to the respec-
tive merits of protection and freetrade. He
should very mmuch like to see some such best
yuestion pub to the electors—he should not be
found following the leader of the Opposition in
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such a case, but would range himself on the
other side. He was astonished to hear from
the juntor member for North Drisbane such a
speech as he had just delivered. Had Le
ignored Bright, Cobden, and others whom he
often queted as being the saviours of the later
age? Was John Bright a protectiouist > Was
Cobden, or any of those to whom, when he
chose, the hon. member bowed down and wor-
shipped—were they protectionist Whether
fortunately or unfortunately, he (Mr. Morehead)
was a liberal ; he was a freetrader to the baclk-
bone, and would remain so, he hoped, to the end
of the chapter. And when the time for federa-
tion came a large section of the inhabitants of
the colony would range themselves on the side
of freetrade as against protection. The hon,
gentleman inveighed against importers, but how
long had he ceased to be an importer ? Was he a
freetrader so long as he was an importer? Aud
since he had given up Lusiness had he become a
protectionist 7 When the Federal Council Bill
came on the question of freetrade and protec-
tion would be thoroughly discussed, and then,
perhaps, there would be a new division of parties
~freetraders on the one side and protectionists
on the other—and he had no fear of the result.
Tt would be the same as it was in England that
day, or would bein November next, when the
present Conservative party would be put out of
power by the freetrade Liberal party.  And the
reflex of English public opinion would be felt in
all English-speaking communities. He did not
think they were bound to take America as their
wodel altogether. They had a great deal to learn
yet from the mother-country; and when the
time for separation came, as it would come
eventually, the traditions of the old land would
e more to them than the traditions of America.

Mr. BROOKES said he neverhad quoted to hon.,
members from either Cobden or Bright. There
were various matters on which he agreed with
Bright.

Mr. MOREHEAD : That will please hin:.

Mr. BROOKES : But ax for Cobden, the fact
of the matter was that freetrade was an after-
thought with bim. After the success of the anti-
corn law league freetrade was associated with
the name of Cobden ; but if the hon. member for
Balonne would take the trouble to examine for
himself he would find that every prophecy made
by Cobden with reference to freetrade had been
falsified.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said they had
wandered very far from the question, and it was
time they came back.  They had been looking
at the 7th clause from a very narrow standpoint,
for it was admnitted by the Treasurer that pulp
was put in as an illustrative case. How many
cases were there in which young industries would
be seriously injured, if not strangled, by the
operation of the clause? He thought the advice
given by the hon. member for Stanley was the
best that could be taken—that was, to withdraw
the clause altogether, and leave the matter in
the hands of the Treasurer and the Collector of
Customs, otherwise they would have to schednle
every article on which the duty was to be raised.

Mr., PALMER said that if the Treasurcr
could not see his way to withdraw the clause it
would be necessary to schedule every item which
would be affected by the clause,

Mr. JORDAN said they had now come back,
fromthe history of the establishment of the Ameri-
can Republic and the freetrade policy of Cobden
and Bright, to the Tth clause of the Bill. He
hoped the Treasurer would not take the advice
of the hon. member for Stanley, because the
clanse might prove a valuable one, and the
reasons given by the hon. gentleman why the
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clause should be passed were, he considered, quite
satisfactory. There was some weight in the con-
tentions of the leader of the Opposition that
it would not be desirable to fix a hard-and-
fast line, and charge the articles affected by
the clause at the fixed rate of half the sum
charged for manufactured articles. They should
be subject to an equitable duty, which could be
provided for by the omission of some words, and
the addition of others to the clause, Hethought
that if the clause were altered so as to read
‘“such goods shall be liable on Zmportation into
Queensland to duty at an equitable rate equal to
a proportion of the duty which would e charge-
able upon the manufactured article” it would
meet the views of the Comumittee generally.

The COLONTIAL TREASURER said that
such an amendient would lead to a considerable
amount of misunderstanding. The clause as it
stood was as Intelligible as it was possible to
make it.  He had given the Committee the
fullest information he possagsed as tothe (quantity
of such goods coming into the colony at the
present time; and the clause would meet all
cases likely to arise at the present time and
protect the revenue against any loss. At a
future time, when the fariff came to be revised,
the clause would again come under considera-
tion, when it could be revised if necessary. After
the expression of opinion on the part of the
Cominittee he might say that he did not intend
to interfere with the rate charged on pulp
fruit, which would De charged 5 per cent.
ad valoremn ; but theve were other articles which
he thought should come under the operation of
the clause.

Mr. MOREHIEAD said the Colonial Trea-
surer did not grasp the cuestion at ail. It
was not now a question of pulp fruit at all. Tt

was introduced in the clause by the Colonial
Treasurer, and on being objected to he said he
would take care that during his réyime, at any
rate, the clause would not be carried out so far
as pulp fruit was concerned. He thought the
hon. member for Stanley had suggested the best
and simplest way to deal with the clause—and
certainly the best way so far as the Govermment
were concerned—and that was to strike it out.

Mr. KELLETT said the Treasurer had just
told them that he had given the Committee the
fullest information he had upon the different
articles that would come under the clause, He
had listened attentively and he had heard only
two articles mentioned——pulp finit and pork.
The Treasurer had done away with pulp fruit «o
far ax the present Governnient were concerned,
and thereonly remained the pork to come under the
clause. If that was the only article to be affected,
let it be mentioned in the clause, and then they
would know what they were voting for. Othe
wixe he thought it would be far better to strike
out the clause altogether. He could understand
that as the Treasurer had introduced the clause
lie would like to see it passed, but he thought he
saw, as clearly as he (Mr, Kellett) saw, that he
could do just as well without it.

Question—That clause 7 as read stand part of

the Bill—put, and the Committee divided :—
AYs, 22,

Meusrs. Rutledge, Miles, Dickson, Dutton, Morcton,
Sherilan, Waketield, I'oxton, Buekland, Mcllor, White,
Jordan, Isamhert, Swyth, Aland, Brookes, Groom,
Higson, Midgley, Mactarlane, Annear, and Bailey,

M

Nors, 15,
The Hon. Sir T. Mellwraith, Messrs. Avcher, Norton,
AMorchead, Chubh, ILmmilton, Lissner, Gevett, Kellett,
Yoote, Nelson. Black. Maerossan, Ferguson, and Paliner.

Question resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. FOOTE said he had a clause to move to
follow the last clause passed. It had been his
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intention to move that it should follow clause 2 H
but it was thought better to have it appear after
clause 7. The clause he had to propose was as
Iy

follow:

“In addition to the goods now exempt from duty
upon importation wnder the provisions of the said Acts,
the goods mentioned in ths hd schedule to this
Act shall also he exempt from duty on imuportation, and
admitted fres.”

Heintended to propose a sceond schedule, which
would simply consist of the word ¢ wheat.” He
spoke upon the matter a few nights ago, and his
reason for introducing the amendinent was
becauseoftheheavy duty thathad beenlevied upon
wheat ; for many years past they had not been
able to import it at payable rates, and as the
colony consumed a very great deal of tlour, and
only a very small proportion of it was grown
here, he was sare that it the duty upon wheat
was removed it would be of very great advan-
tage to the colony, and within a reasonable
time he had no doubt many mills would be
established in various parts of the colony.
Tt would also be a very great source of encourage-
ment to the wheat-growers of the colony. The
lands at present appropriated to wheat-growing
in Queensland were mostly situated over the
Range, and consequently they were at a areat
distance from market, notwithstanding that
railways ran through the Downs on each side.
The namber of millers there was very limited,
aud the farmers had a very limited market for
their wheat. If they did not sell their wheat at
the prices offered-—whether they thought the
prices right or wrong—shey had no other markes
within the colony. 1t would enhance the interests
of the wheat-growing districts in a great deavee,
because 16 wonld provide the farmers with a
market fortheir commodity, snd they wouldnot be
tied down toany single market. Iven if the wheat
went to a distant market the money wounld flow
back tothegrowers and the interests of the district
would be enhanced. Tt had been asserted that
if the duty was taken off wheat would come
acvoss the border. But there was no duty on
flonr and it did not come acr the horder,
Indeed, there would be no danger if wheat did
come across the border.  He had no objection to
place a tax on beer, as that was a luxury ; bt
he had a very great objection o placing a tax on
bread. It did not matter how low the price was
so long as the grower got paid somewhat in
proportion for growing it. e had been acensed
of introducing the clanse from g sclfish motive—
scause he had a little mill of his own, Dub
that was not the case.  I1e had no intention to
buport wheat to grind ; he had business enoush
without it; his mill was erected to serve the
district by grinding for others. That was the
work it did and would always do while it was in
his possession.  He had no interest whatever in
the flour trade as amiller, A great deal had been
saidlately onthesubject of encouraginglocalindus-
tries, and that was just the point he wanted to
come to. Wheat, if imported free, wouldbe ground
within the colony wherever it was considered
desirable to do The clause would have an
important effect on the commercial interests
with respoct to the vessels trading to the variows
ports of the colony. Trade was often injured
because vessels could not always 1l up asx
quickly as could be wished., If wheat was
available for the purpose they could fill up at
any time for almost any port in the colony.
The revenue would not suffer to any great extent
by taking off the duty on wheat, ~ When, some
ten or eleven years ago, a nmeasure was brought
in to take off the duty on flax in order to
encourage an industry he advoeated the case of
wheat, and he thought the Committes should
assent to the clause now in order that a new
industry might be established within the colony.
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That would be a step in the right divection. He
would not take up the time of the Committee
with any lengthened remarks on the subject, as
his object must be apparent to every hon. mem-
ber. He trusted the majority would think with
him, and insert the clause in the Bill. There
was also the question of imported wine. It was
his intention to move afterwards that the follow-
ing words be added to the schedule of the Bill :—

Wine not containing ruore than 235 per centumn of

aleoliol at & speeilie gravity of -825 at the temperaturc
of 60 degrees of ahrenheit’s thiemnometer, per gallon,
3s.
That also would be conducive to the interests of
the inhabitants of Queensland. Wine-making, 1.16
was aware, was a very considerable interest in
some parts of the colony; still he thought that
3s. per gallon was quite a sufficient protection
for it, The revenue would not suffer from the
reduction, because double the quantity of wine
would be imperted. Many persons who now
drank avdent spirits or beer wonld drink wine
instead, in the summer weather, to the great
benefit of their health. 1t was well known that
a great deal of the wine manufactured in the
colony was consuvied within twelve months of
its being manufactured, and it certainly could
not be conducive to the health of the commmunity,
especially when they considered the quality and
amount of spirit with which it was fortified to
preserve it. It must be patent to everyone that
wines =0 new and so full of fusel oil could not be
beneficial to those who partook of them, In fact,
persons who were in the habit of taking too
much colonial wine often suffered a great deal
more than those who got intoxicated on ardent
spirits. His objeet was to assist those who would
like to have a mild drink during the hot months,
Tea was often spoken of very highly asa beverage,
but it was quite possible to have too much tea.
It had its evils when taken in too large quantities,
even as taking too much of anything else had.
But apart from the temperance point of view, he
believed that it would be conducive to the health
of the inhabitantz, He believed also that the
reduction in the duty to 3s. per gallon would
cawse the vine-growers of the colony to compete
with imported wines, and that that would
result in getting a much better class of wine
made in the colony than they had been
accustomed to. He did not know of his
own knowledge, Lut he believed that although
there was a good deal of wine made in the
colony the number of wine-drinkers was_very
Himited, and that those who had taken to drink-
ing Queensland  wine very soon gave it up,
because they often found that, with few excep-
tions, any other drink was preferable. - He
believed that if the motion was carried it would
he very beneficial to the colony, and thercfore he
had brought it forward.

The COLONTAL TREASTURER said he
regretted that at the present time he could not
see his way to accept the amendment pro-
posed by the hon. member for Bundanba. They
conld not impose taxation on the one hand and
relieve it on the other. It would open the door
to a charge of inconsistency and also to the
negleet of other items in thetaviff, which perhaps
required attention as much as the small matter
of wheat. On the abstract question of imposing
a duty upen wheat, whilst they adinitted the
manufactured article—flour—free, he was quite
at one with his hon, friend the member for
Bundanba ¢ but itmust be remembered that that
curiosity in their Customs duties avose from
the circumstance that in 1874, when the tariff
was revised, 16 was intended to impose a du’py
f £2 a ton upen flour, but that duty was dis-
allowed Dy the Connnittee whilst the duty on
wheat was retained. It certainly did present
a very glaring anomaly, and under an ordinary
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revision of the tariff he might feel disposed to
view much more favourably than he could at
present the proposition of the hon. gentleinan ;
but he did not think that at the present time
there was any class in the community suffering
very great hardship or injustice from the duty
upon wheat. It certainly did not furnish very
much revenue, During the year that ended
the 31st December, 1883, the quantity of wheat
imported was 12,140 bushels, the revenue upon
which amounted to £303 108, In 1884 the
importation amounted to 25,880 bushels, the duty
upon which represented £647 ; so that, notwith-
standing the quantity imported last year was
double that of the preceding yesr, the total
revenue was in itself a very inconsiderable item.
But he did not feel justified, while proposing
fresh taxation, to remit even that inconsiderable
item, because he believed that at the prosent time
the incidence of that tax was beneficial, The
hon. gentleman must bear in mind that
whatever wheat came to the colony came by
seaboard; at any rate, by far the greater
portion did, and if the existing duty were
remitted the farmers upon the rich lands of
the Darling Downs would be subjected to the
importation of a very considerable quantity of
wheat grown in New England and the northern
parts of New South Wales, and the result
would be that the agricultural interest, which
was not particularly flourishing at the present
time, would be placed at considerable disadvan-
tage. At the same time there would be no benefit
arising to the Treasury. At least the hon.
gentleman had not shown that any would accrue,
neither had he shown that the price of flour
would be in any way reduced to the consumer.
The hon. gentleman should have endeavoured to
show that the remission of the duty would result
in a benefit to the consumer of the manufactured
article. He thought that any disturbance of the
taritf at the present time in that direction would
be unwise. It would not be a very considerable
loss to the Treasury, it was true; hut whatever
the loss might be, 1t was such that they were not
in aposition at the preseut time to bear. All the
proposals of the Government had been hitherto
in the direction of increasing the revenue. He
chiefly regarded the proposition in the light that
it would be unnecessarily disturbing the agri-
culturists—those on the Darling Downs particu-
larly—and that, too, without producing any
beneficial results to the public generally, At the
same time he must say that if the condition of
the colony were more prosperous he might be
tempted to regard the proposition with more
favour than he could see his way to do at the
present moment. With regard to the inten-
tion of the hon. gentleman to move an amend-
ment in the schedule reducing the duty on
imported wines, he must protest against
that innovation also.  The quantity of wine
that was received during the year ending
the 30th June, 1885, was 93,000 gallons—that
was the total quantity of wine — luropean
and Australian, and the duty paid represented
£23,000. The hon., gentleman’s motion did
not discriminate between Kuropean and Aus-
tralian wines; and if the proposed reduction
were accepted it would result in a loss to the
rovenue of at least £14,000 in the consumption
of wine, TUnder the circumstances, he must ask
if the present was the time—when they were
increasing the duty on spirits and imposing
a fresh duty on beer — to remit the duty
on wine, which was presumably the beverage
of the better classes of the community ? A very
large proportion of the 93,000 gallons he had
mentioned consisted of high-class Kuropean
wines—sparkling wines, clarets, burgundies,
and all classes of wine—which were more fre-
quently to be found on the tables of the well-to-do
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classes than of the workers of the colony.
Therefore, he thought the reduction would be
very unnecessary liberality shown to the well-
to-do classes of the colony, at the same time that
they were endeavouring to obtain larger revenne
by increasing taxation in other directions. The
hon. gentleman had also ent . the ground from
under his own feet in regard to that matter, by
informing the Committee—if he (the Colonial
Treasurer) unders=tood his arguinent—that alarger
quantity of spirit than was geunerally suppoz=ed
was contained in those wines. The hon. memnber
must bear in mind that when they were increas-
ing the duty upon spivits generally they certainly
ought not to be asked to reduce the duty on
wine, which, according to his own statement,
was a vehicle containing a considerable quantity
of spirit. At any rate he did not follow the
course of the hon. member’s argument in that
direction.  On the contrary, if those wines con-
tained so large a quantity of spirit they onght
to be increased pro ratd with the duty that
was  now imposed upon spirits themselves,
He regretted that he could not accept the hon.
member’s views in either direction; and while
he had afforded him an opportunity of having
the motion discusred by the Committee—as he
was unable to be present the other evening—he
should be glad if the hon. member could see
the advisability of withdrawing it at the pre-
sent time, because, as he had alveady stated,
when a general increase of revenue was neces-
cary to be obtained by increased taxation,
it would be certainly extremely illogical for
him on the one hand to impose taxation, and on
the other to remit it, especially when it affected
those classes of the community who were sup-
posed to be best able to pay the existing duty
upon those articles.

Mr. KATES said it seemed to him that the
Government could not sacrifice their policy by
imposing taxation on one hand and remitting it
on the other. He would like to enlighten the
hon. member for Bundanba as to its being an
advantage to millers that the tax should be
retained. TIf the duty were abolished the millers
would have wheat couing across the horder from
Tenterfield ; they would have a larger field of
operations, and would be the gainers, while the
farmers would be the losers, The hon, member
said the Darling Downs farmers wished the
duty abolished.” If the hon. member could
bring a petition signed by oue-fifth of the bond
fide wheat-growers on the Downs to that
effect, he should have his (Mr. Kates's)
cordial support. A meeting of the I'armers’
Uuion, about a fortnight ago, had come
to a resolution to petition the Government to
retain the duty on wheat. The hon. member
said the abolition of the duty would lead to the
establishment of flour-mills ; but that was not
likely, for if mills were established in Brisbane
they would have to pay the freight on the wheat
from Adelaide, and would have to go into com-
petition with mills fitted with heavy machinery,
and three or four pair of stones, not one pair, as
the hon. member had in his mill.  The Colonial
Treasurer had told them that the revenue from
wheat was not large, but he had forgotten to
mention that there was a heavy duty on bran
and pollavd, which would be lost if the duty on
wheat were remitted.  The farmers on Darling
Downs were entitled to a small protection, and
he did not think hon. members would grudge
that small protection to a struggling industry.

Mr. GROOM said he had never regarded the
6d. a buchel on wheat as a protection to the
farmers on the Darling Downs, nor did he think
it had ever prevented wheat froiu coming over
the border. The freight on wheat from the New
England district was so high that the growers
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would never send it across to Queensland unless
they had a very certain prospect of profit.

The Darling Downs farmers were sometimes
in the greatest straits what to do with

their wheat, and they had to sell it at whatever
price they could get for 1t. The miller would
only give a certain price for it; the 6d.
a bushel duty had nothing whatever to do
with it; it was simply a question between
buyer and seller, He had been informed that
the millers on the Downs entered into a compact
and agreed to give only 3s. per bushel for the
wheat, and the import duty in no way in-
fluenced that compact, or the price given
for the wheat. He was quite prepared to
adinit that when the duty was imposed on
wheat there was also submitted to the Legisla-
ture a duty on flour of £1 u ton. That was
thrown out and a tax on wheat retained. The
cry then was that it was a tax on the poor man’s
flonr.  With regard to the reduction of the
duty on wine the hon. member had raised
quite another question, He did not know
whether the hon. member was aware of it,
but it was the very question of reducing
the duty on wine while simultaneously raising
the duty on beer, that brought about the
downfall of the (iladstone Ministry. The cry
was Imnediately raised, and to good purpose,
that the Government were going to increase the
tax on the poor man’s beer, while the rich
man’s champagne and sparkling burgundy were
to be cheapened ; and the consequence was that
an indignation was aroused that resulted in the
downfall of the Ministry. He was inclined to
think it would be one of the most damaging
things they could do—-to increase the tax on beer
by 3d. a gallon, whilst reducing by one-half the
duty on champagne and all the more costly
wines consumed chiefly by the richer classes of
the community. The object of the hon, gentle-
man, no doubt—an object with which many
others in the community svmpathised — was
to reduce the duty on colonial wines; but he
must bear in mind that the Imperial Govern-
ment would never allow the duty on colonial
wine to be reduced to 3s. a gallon, whilst
the duty on champagne and other wines
remained at the old rate. The colony was not
allowed to pass differential duties; the only
way it could be done would be by entering into
a treaty of reciprocity, say with Vietoria and
South Australia, which might then be sanctioned
by the Imperial Government. The object the hon,
gentleman had in view could not be achieved
without the Government sacrificing a large
amount of revenue, besides doing a great injury
to the wine industry of the colony. That was a
matter which ought to enter into consideration.
There was a large amount of capital invested in
the wine industry, which as yet was only in its
infancy. TEvery year the manufacturers were
gaining experience by their losses, and the
quality of the wine was improving year by year.
The present was certainly not the time to propose
to throw further difficulties in the way of the
industry by reducing the duty on imported wine.
He thought the hon. gentleman could not do
hetter than follow the advice of the hon. the
Colonial Treasurer, and withdraw the motion,
Mr. ISAMBERT said it was really very
sertous to see with what ease some hon. gentle-
men attempted to frifle with industries.
Nothing could be more injurious to the farming
interests than constantly interfering with them.
What had the hon. gentleman ever done to
encourage the wine industry ? Had he ever
moved that the Minister for Works should
make a similar reduction in the freight of
colonial wine on the railway as he had made
in that of colonial beer ? Colonial wine had
to pay the same freight as imported wine, and
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that was a very considerable item. Had the
hon. gentleman ever proposed that the Govern-
ment should establish an agricultural college to
teach farmers how to improve their wines and
their methods of wheat-growing? He did not
remember his ever having done so. On the
whole, when the amendment was looked mto, he
thought it hardly deserved a single comment.
If the reduction were made on colonial wine
there would be no end of smuggling. The
Government would not hold office one moment
if they attempt«d such a partial reduction. The
Imperial Government would never allow them
to establish a differential duty except by treaty.
The great wisdom of the hon. gentleman was
shown in the schedule where he described wine.
He believed the hon. gentleman did not know
what he was speaking and writing about when
he framed that schedule—‘‘ Wine containing 25
per cent, of alcohol of a specifie gravigy of *825.”
It looked very scientific, but the hon. gentleman
had no idea of what he was talking about. It
was almost ag strong as brandy—nearly 50 per
cent. of proof spirit. He had never seen wine of
that strength.

Mr. KELLETT said he quite agreed with the
proposition made by the hon. membher for
Bundanba, becanse he Dbelieved it was in the
interest of the farmers on the Downs, the only
place where wheat was grown.

Mr. KATES : What do you know about it ?

Mr. KELLETT said there was an hon. gentle-
man behind him who was very fond of inter-
rupting people on all occasions and seemed
to make the present a personal matter. The
hon. gentleman must be very sore, or he would
not be so uneasy on the subject. He (Mr.
Kellett) paid a visit to the hon. gentleman’s
district some time ago, and spent a very pleasant
evening at Allora, where he met a number of
farmers—as intelligent a class of men as could
be met anywhere—and they had a long discus-
sion on that wery point of the duty on wheat.
Those men at one time went in for protection ;
but the opinion now was that the duty should
be taken off. That was the opinion of the farmers
he was talking to, and they were men living in
the neighbourhood of the hon, member for Dar-
ling Downs. He asked the reason, and they
gave one similar to that given by the hon. member
for Toowoomba—that there had been an under-
standing between the millers that only a certain
price was to be given for wheat, and the conse-
quence was that the farmers had either to take
it or go without. They tried to get up a
co-operative company and put up mills of their
own, but the attempt did not succeed. It was
well known that in some seasons rust had got
into the wheat so much that a great part of
it wag almost useless, and there was a very
small profit. The only way it could be
used was to import good wheat from Adelaide
and ix it with the bad. In another year the
crop would be nearly nil, and the millers,who had
expended a lot of money inmachinery, would be
idle unless they imported wheat to keep the
mills going. If the duty were taken off the con-
sequence would be that there would be a number
of mills on the Downs which would buy all the
wheat from the farmers and compete with one
another, and the price given would be something
like &0 per cent. or 40 per cent. more than last
season. He happened, only the other day, to
meet a miller from the Downs, a very intelligent
man, and he told him that this year pulled
him through. He had made up the losses
on several bad seasons, simply because there
was a compact made and they were only pay-
ing a poverty price to the farmers fortheir wheat.
That gentleman, who was one of the largest
millers on the Downs, said, ‘I suffered as well
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as the farmers, but now I have had my revenge
upon them, Dhecause I have made money this
time and can clear out now.” That was within
the last few days. He was satisfied that the
farmers had come to the conclusion that it would
be a good thing for them when the duty was
taken off, because when they did geta good crop
they could sell it at a cheaper price than wheat
from Adelaide could be sold for. They did not
consider that they had a good crop unless
it was double that grown in South Australia.
He believed that the averaze there had been
eight bushels for the last few years; but the
farmers on the Downs did not think anything
of a crop unless it yielded twenty bushels and
sometimes up to forty bushels, A man told him,
a few years ago, that he had a patch of fifty acres
which yielded forty bushels of clean wheat to
the acre, When there was anything like a
decent season they could undersell the Adelaide
men altogether. That was the opinion he got
from the farmers,who had, no doubt, studied the
wmatter ; and his own opinion was quite opposed to
that of the hon. member for Darling Downs, who
seemed tothink that because he had a mill the hon.
member for Bundanba was aiming at him. He
thought it would be a good thing if the duty were
takenoff. The Treasureragreed that in no part of
the world was such a thing doue as the manufac-
tared article being allowed to coms in free and the
raw material taxed ; and the revenue the hon. gen-
tleman got from wheat was very little indeed. As
farasthe question of wine was concerned, he should
much like to see the duty reduced. At present
they could not go into the question, but he should
like to see some reciprocal arrangement made with
the other colonies for reducing the duty on colonial
wines. Hethought thatif that wasdonethe wine-
growers of the colony would be benefited, and the
vignerons would then take sometrouble to improve
the quality of the article they manufactured. He
had drunk some colonial wine fifteen years ago,
and the wine of to-day was no better than it was
then. The growers were too careless, and a little
competition would do them good. Why, the very
corks they put in their bottles were not fit for
gingerbeer corks ; and in many other ways they
were behindhand.,  Fle was convinced that they
only wanted to understand the manufacture of
wine, and they would then be able to compete
with Southern growers. A great deal of colonial
wine would be drunk here if it could be obtained
at a reasonable rate ; but as they could not deal
with the question it was no use discussing it
further. He should have great pleasure in sup-
porting the motion for the reduction of the duty
upon wheat.

Mr. JORDAN said he was glad to hear a
gentleman who understood the question so well,
state that farmers in Queensland expected to get
an average of something like double the ¥ield
obtained in South Australia, and that whereas the
average there was eight bushels, sixteen bushels
was the yield here. That was a great admission,
especially when made by a gentleman who
advocated taking off the duty on wheat for the
benefit of the farmers. But there was a more
effectual remedy than taking the duty off wheat,
and that wasg to encourage the settlement of the
colony by the farming class in those localities
which were most suitable for the growth of wheat.
It was on that ground he supported the resolution
of the hon. member for Darling Downs (Mr.
Kates) for repurchasing Canning Downs and
Westbrook Estates. He said the other night, as
he had a few years since pointed out, that for one
single acre under wheat in this colony there were
180 acres under cultivation in South Australia.
There were now more than a hundred times as
niany acres under wheat in South Australia as in
Queensland, although their average was only
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half what was obtained here ; and if from nine to
sixteen bushels could be obtained here with only
moderate seasons, wheat-growing could be made
a grent success in this colony. Instead of taking
oft the duty on wheat, they should encourage the
introduction of a large number of the farming
classes of Great Britain, who would be glad to
produce wheat in any quantity, if they were
only given facilities for so doing. The question
of the production of wine in the colony was very
much the same. Some twelve maonths ago he
had visited Roma, and went to a vineyard owned
by a Mr. Bassett. About eighty acres, he
believed, were under vines; and he had a long
tallk with the manager. He told him that the land
was particalarly well suited for the growth of
vines, inasimuch as it required no trenching ; the
plough was just passed through it, and the vines
were planted.  Upon inquiry that gentleman told
him that there were millions of acres of the
same land, not only about Roma, but in the
Mitchell district—on the way to the Maranoa.
Why, hundreds of thousands of people from
Europe and the south of Irance could be settled
upon that land, and there was nothing he knew
of to prevent our producing wine in this colony
equal to that which was produced in Victoria and
South Australia. He believed nothing would
be more conducive to the establishment of tem-
perance than the extension of colonial vineyards
and the making of good colonial wine. There was
a well-known proverb on the Continent, “as drunk
as a Briton”; but the people in the south of
France and in Spain, where large quantities of
wine were made, were a temperate people. He
felt sure that nothing would be more conducive
to the cause of national temperance than the
cultivation of the vine. Instead of taking off
the duty upon wheat, he wonld encourage the
settlement of a large number of the farming
classes upon the lands of the colony.

Mr. KATES said he had a few words to say
in reply to the hon. member for Stanley. The
hon, member had said that on the Darling
Downs he had had a pleasant evening, and a
chat with some intelligent persons who advocated
the duty on wheat being taken off. If the hon.
gentleman would just look at the Warwick
papers, which could be found in the Library, he
would find that alarge and influential meeting of
farmers had recently taken place, and they were
decidedly opposed to the duty being taken off.
Asto a compact existing hetween the millers,
he knew nothing about it ; he had always bought
his wheat independently of any other miller. As
to the farmers being dissatisfied with the prices
they obtained, they did certainly get low prices
last year, but prices for wheat were low all the
world over ; but as a proof that they considered
their crop a paying one they had put in twice as
much seed this year. If the hon. member for
Stanley would produce a petition signed by one-
fifth of the farming population on the Downs
recommending the abolition of the duty upon
wheat he should support him,

Mr. PALMER said the hon. member for
Darling Downs, in objecting to the motion
brought forward by the member for Bundanba,
stated that the farmers on the Darling Downs
were entitled to some small amount of protection,
If hon.members looked at the tables accompany -
ing the Treasurer’s Financial Statement they
would find that the farmers were already pro-
tected to a very large degree, as was shown by
the fact that the importation of hay and chaff
last year amounted to 9,148 tons; of potatoes and
onions, which were products peculiar to farmers,
17,886 tons; and of maize, which of all the
products peculiar to farmers was the one for
which Queensland was most suitable, there were
imported 210,466 bushels, All those products
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were imported under a protective tariff, so
that really the farmers on the Darling Downs
were protected to a very large extent. Let hon.
members think of the number of Liorses there were
employed about Brisbane ; they would all starve
if it were not for the hay and chaff imported into
this country from the other colonies. Although
the farmers here obtained double the quantity
of wheat per acre to what was realised by
the farmers in  South Australin they did
not  produce wufficient  horse-feed for the
requirements of the colony. Iven a large
quantity of the green-stuff used here was
imported from the southern ceolonies. He
firmly believed that if farmers had electoral
power sufficient they would re-enact the corn
laws and impose a duty on both flour and wheat.
If farmers found that wheat-growing did not
suit them it was very evident that they were
wasting their energies and that they ought to
twrn them in some other direction.  What that
direction would be experience would teach them.
Therc was a sufficient market in Queensland
for all that the farmers could produce,
and he did not think the time would ever
come when the colony would produce enough
wheat for home consumption. The time would
never come when (ueensland would be able
to compete with other parts of the world now
opening—such, for ingtance, as India, where rail-
ways were being extended into the interior of
the country and were developing its agricultural
resources. South America was now coming into
competition with Russia and putting her into
the background, and the United States could
alone produce sufficient wheat to supply the
world ; so that Queensland was altogether out
of it. The hon. member for Bundanba, in advo-
cating his motion, argued that the remission of
the duty of Gd. per bushel would encourage the
armers, and he thought the hon. gentleman
made oub a very good case in that respect. But
taking into consideration the advantage farmers
had in this colony in obtaining double the
quantity of wheat per acre to that obtained in
South Australia, and remembering that even
under these favourable conditions they could
not hold their own, he thought no scheme could
be devised by which the Committee could help
them. He would support the motion of the
hon. member for Bundanba,

Mr. FOOTE said he did not wish to detain
the Committee. It was not his intention to
withdraw the motion. He intended to test the
opinion of the Committee, If he lived to bein
the House for the next ten years he would try
the question every year on the same two items.
The hon. member for Rosewood professed to be
a protectionist and professed to do everything he
could to encourage Iabour, but he did not appear
to know that the imposition of the duty of 6d.
per bushel on wheat had the effect of drawing
away labour from the colony. The hon.
gentleman professed, also, to be an expert
in wine-growing and to know all about the
strength, cte., of wine. Well, he did do
something in the way of wine manufacture
on one occasion, but what he produced was a
sort of wash and he very soon got 1id of it and
did not stick to the business, DBut that was
not all, With very few exceptions there was
nothing like reasonable drinking wine made in
the colony. The hon. member for Darling
Downs (Mr, Groom), in speaking on the question,
had made out a very strong case in support
of the motion Dbefore the Commnittee, He
made one of the best speeches in support
of the proposal for taking off the duty
on wheat that had been made that evening in
that Committee. The hon. gentleman did not
do it intentionally. He told the Committee about
the land monopoly that existed on the Darling
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Downs. But there were two or three millers there
whowere also storekeepers, who made advances to
thefarmers during the yearand ground them down,
talking their wheat in exchange for the advances
at any price they chose to give. If the farmers
did not accept that price they could go without,
That was the state of things that he (Mr. Foote)
wanted to remedy. He did not propose the
motion because he thought that West Moreton
would become a wheat-growing district; he
believed it never would be a wheat-growing dis-
trict—never in theage of man. Onereasonwhyhe
wished to bring about the change contemplated by
his motion was to remove any prohibitory duty
which would prevent industries which were much
necded being carried on in the colony—indus-
tries in which people were engaged in the pre-
paration of that article which was the staple
of the colony, and that was the poor man’s
bread. He was astonished that when the
Government brought in their new tariff they
did not modify some part of the existing
tariff that the interests of the colony rendered
necessary should be modifiel. He contended -
that the prosperity of the colony would be
advanced by a proper revision of the present
duties. The hon. member for Darling Downs
(Mr. Kates) had taken that motion as a very
personal matter, No doubt he looked upon it
as an insult, for he had spoken in a very
ticklish way. No doubt he was interested in the
matter. He was one of those who made money
on the Darling Downs at the expense of the poor
farmer, and he wished the present state of things
to continue. He could quite understand the
hon. gentleman s feelings in the inatter. Talk
about the monopoly of the lands! Why, the
millers on the Darling Downs held the greatest
monopoly there was in the colony in reference to
the farmers, andthey were the greatest oppressors
they had in the land. The hon. gentleman had
two or three times made allusion to thelittle mill
that he {(Mr. Foote) had. Did the hon. gentleman
imagine that he was the only man in the colony
that could put up a mill or understood grinding?
Why, he was a mere myth in society, shut up in
one part of the Darling Downs—one of the petty
tyrants that they often read about, and whom
many men on the Darling Downs thoroughly
understood. The hon. gentleman had been very
pointed and very bitter in his remarks, but he
had advanced no argument containing any logic
whatever against the proposal before the Com-
mittee. Why, he himself, in erder to keep his
mill going, had to introduce wheat from the other
colonies, and not only that, but he had mixed
it with that rubbishing wheat grown on the
Darling Downs, and passed it off as good flour.
Then again, he understood thoroughly that,
though he paid 6d. a bushel duty, he got more
than a rebate in the drawback by way of differ-
ential rates of carriage to the Downs. Talk
about payment of members ! That was paynient
of millers. He could understand the support
the hon. member would give to any Ministry
which would retain that state of things.
He could see that the wine matter was not
received with general favour. The hon. member
for Darling Downs (Mr. Groom), stated that
they could not make a differential duty, and he
did not attempt to do so, for he was of the same
opinion. Then the hon, member for South Bris-
bane gave the Committee a long speech about
wheat, and said he clearly saw the reason why the
duty should not be taken off wheat, because the
armers sometimes got forty bushels per acre on
the Darling Downs. He fancied the farmers would
be able to grow sufficient wheat to supply the
colony with flour, hut that period would never
come in the age of the hon. gentleman, or in the
age of his descendants, though they should live
200 years hence. The hon. member did not
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know much more about wheat-growing than
the seat on which he sat; and as for
wine-growing, he knew grapes when he saw
them on the vines, but beyond that his
experience was not very great. Sometimes
what the hon. member said contained a little
gense, but oftentimes it was a mere fabrication
of rubbish. 'Whilst he (Mr. Foote) was a mem-
ber of Parliament, he would agitate the subject
every vear until something was made of it ; and
when he brought it forward again it would be
on a larger scale. If he got leave to bring in a
Bill he would alter the tariff, no matter what
Ministry might be in power ; he would put it
into a better shape than its present form.

Mr. BROOKES said he had a word to say in
opposition to what fell from the hon. member for
Jurke, and on which the hon. member for Bun-
danba laid great emphasis. Some years ago Mr.
Duffield, from Adelaide, visited the colony, and
after he came from the Darling Downs he had a
short conversation with him. That gentleman
said he was perfectly astonished at what he had
seen on the Downs, and was thoroughly satisfied
that there wies nonecessity for Queensland toim-
port a single bag of flour from South Australia.

Mr. KATES said there was a certain class of
people who would not sink so long as they could
swim, There was no doubt that before very
long the Darling Downs would supply the country
with flour.  In 1883, 10,000 acres of land were
under wheat. There were 15,000 acres last vear,
and during the present year they were likely to
have 20,000 acres under wheat in spite of the dry
weather ; andthe wheat was looking remarkably
well.  The hon. member for Bundanba got into
a temper and abused him and other hon. meni-
bers because they did not agree with him. He
wanted to smother a rising and promising young
industry in order to establish a few flour-mills in
Ipswich or Brishane, but if those mills were
established how eould they compete with the
powerful mills in Adelaide? They would have
to import wheat from Adelaide,

Mr. FOOTI : No.

Mr. KATES : Would it come from the Darling
Downs ? The hon. member called him a petty
tyrant. He had been four times before his con-
stituents and was returned chiefly by farmers—
once at the head of the poll.  If he had been a
petty tyrant after living twenty years on the
Darling Downs he would not have been returned.
He was not a storckeeper, but simply a miller,
The hen. gentleman persisted in speaking of the
monopoly possessed by the millers, but he would
point out that the duty on wheat was not for the
benefit of the miller—the farmer would suffer if
the duty were abolished ; and it was in order to
protect the farmer by retaining the duty of 6d.
per bushel on wheat that he opposed the new
clause. He sincerely hoped hon. members would
not take off the small protection at present
afforded to the farmers on the Darling Downs,

Question put, and the Committee divided :—
AYES, 6.

Messrs, Nelson, Palmer, Govett, Kellett, Sinyth, and
Toote.

Noxs, 33,

Sir T. Mcllwraith, Messrs. Arvelier, Morehead, Dickson,
Norton, Chubb, Griffith, Rntledge, Midgley. Hamilton,
Annear, Stevens, Aland, Wakefield, Ferguson, Kates,
Lissner, Campbell, Buckland, Dutton, Moreton, 1liles,
Sheridan, Isambert. Bailey, Jordan, Black, Brookes,
Macrossan, Groom, Wallace, Foxton, and Mellor,

Question resolved in the negative.

Clause 8—* Clommencement and short title of
Act”—put and passed.

The COLONTIAL TREASURER said he
would like to go on with the Bill, and as the
matter had been so fully discussed already, there
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was nothing to do but divide. However, he did
not wish to take advantage of the good nature of
hon. members. Speaking seriously, he hoped
they would make some more rapid progress
to-morrow than they had done to-day. He moved
that the Chairman leave the chair, report
progress, and ask leave to sit again.

Mr. MOREHEAD said that owing to the
unexplained absence of the Premier, perhaps,
the time of the Committee had been more than
ordinarily wasted that night, though certainly
not by members of the Opposition. He did not
lnow where the Premier had been—he might have
been in church or opening some new Masonic
hall—but he should continue to attend more
regularly, because through his absence the Op-
position considered there had been an immense
deal of time wasted, as members on the other
side had not been kept in order at all.

(Guestion put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHATRMAN reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again to-

IOYTO W,
ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn. We propose to proceed
to-norrow with the business in the sane order as
for to-day. The motion of the Minister for
Works for the approval of plans of the Beaunaraba
railway will be postponed.

Question put and passed; and the House
adjourned at twenty-eight minutes past 10
o’clock.





