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584 Customs Duties Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
:Pur;sr1ay, 8 ScptemUeJ', 188;), 

).Iessagc from the GoYcrnor.~Qucstions.-Emn Park 
ltailwa.Y.-l'ormal ::uotiou.-Custmns Duties Bill­
committcc.-Atljmu·nmcut·. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half.p::"t 
3 o'clock. 

MESSAGE l<'IWM THE GOVEIU\OR. 
'l'he SPEAKEE ::mnounced the receipt of a 

1nessage frorn his :Excellency the Governor, iuti~ 
mating thnt the Roynl as:;ent htt<l been given to 
the Crown Lands )cct of 18S4 Amendment Bill. 

QUESTIOXS. 
l\Ir. DOK,\.LDSOK asked the Colonial Secre­

tary-
\rlwt steps (if any) hnxc been taken wit.h rcp;arrl to 

the reduction of the charges for Pres~ telegrams within 
the co!ony: 

The COLOXL\.L SECHETAEY (Hon. S. W. 
Grifllth) repliecl-

On the lOth January, 18Ht, it. was determined by 
tbe GoYernor in Conncil tllat the rates fol' 1'1·e~::; 
mc:-;8:1gcs bct\YCcn llrbbanc auLl Sydney ~hould be at 
once reclneet1 to the following :-

l~or 10 \Yorc1.s . .. 28. 
!•'or eYery additional wonl np to lG 2d. 
Over 10 wonh• and up to 100 :J.s. 
l~or cvm·y additional lOO words or vart of 

100 "\YOl'!lS :~s. 

~\1H11hat the nLtc for lulantl ·pl'f'~~"i mcssagc.s slwnl!l he 
l'Ctlllcc<l as soon n-; al'raH;.iClllCnts had been malle for 
additioual wirvs and. staff to the following :-

li'or 50 \Yards or under ... ... ... ls. 
}~very adclitional 50 wonl.':l or part of 50 

WOl'!h; ls. 

H was rcportrtl to the Government by the omccrs of 
the Post anti rrelcgraph Department that tile additional 
inlaHd l>rc~s rncssagLS to he expected at this rcdw·cd 
rate could not be trausmittecl \:rithout additional wir!~S 
being stretehed from Hri:-;l)auc to Gym pie, llri;o.;bauc to 
Olmrleville. IIclidon to rromvoumba lhvo -,vires), and 
J~mven to 'fm-nu;villc" al1!'1.Hcw lines bcin!:r constrn!'tc<l 
from llri~bano to Helidou, and TomYoonllm to Dalhy, 
jnvolving- the construction of 1::5 mllc>., or new line aud 
the stretching of 7!i9 lllilL ~ of a{lditional wir0 at an 
e~timate{l CXllClHliturc of £13,05{1, and the employment 
of ten fLclditional operator::>. 

The amount of £1:3,6:50 is inelndccl ju the amount 
Yotcd Oll Loan last year for telegraph cxten~iou~. bnL 
the cxLra wire", exee1)t that front Bowcn to 'l'ownsYillc, 
lH-t n•, for Yarious rea -ons, not yet been stretched. 

_\_::; soon as the no'~C'~·mry wires are anLilablc the 
antltorbed rcducttou "\Yill come into operation. 

:Mr. ISAMBEH'r asked the Colonial Trea­
snrer-

1. In w11at m:1nnor is the moucy of onr loan~. con­
tracted in London, l'!~mittcd to tl!e 'J'reasm·,· here :0 

2. Is the mo11cy for the payment of amlual interest 
on our loans rclllittcd. from here to London~ 
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3. Or is this payment of intcrQ~t cffcctccl wit.h the 
money borrowed in London :J 

-1'. IImv mnch actual cash of the last loan of £2,,jOO,noo 
does the TrcrLsnrm· CXlJCet will be remit Led to the Trea­
sury here~ 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) replied-

1. By the sale of the Colonial 'rrcasurcr's drafts on 
London. 

2. !\o. 
3. I)a\'mcnt of interrf't in Jjondon is mn.tlc from the 

}lrocr\eds of loar:s, the Loan Fund being recouped in the 
colony out of revenue. 

,t_ l'robably about £1,000,000. 

EMU PARK RAILWAY. 
The 1\li~ISTJm FOR Wmm:s (Hon. W. 

Miles) moved-
rnmt the Speaker rlo now leave the chair. nncl tlJC 

IIonse resolve itself into a Committee of the \Yhole to 
consider the following resolutions, namely:-

1. rrhat the House approvP"l of the pl;m, seetion, and. 
book of refcrenct:; of the proposed raihvay from Rod,:­
hnllipton to J~11111 Park, 1 id Lake's Creek, as laid upon 
the table of the House on 'l'ue~clay, the 1st insta,nL 

2. 'rhnt the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their approntl, 
by message in the u:-3ualform. 

Question put and passecl. 

The MIKISTEH J;'OR WORKS, in moving--
1. That the Ilou:--e apJn·oves of the plan, ~cctlon, anll 

book of reference of the proposed railway from Itock­
hampton to I<:mn Pari\:, ~..- hZ La.ke"s Creek, as bticl upon 
the table of the House on Tuc "lay, the 1 -;t instant. 

2. 'rllat the 11lan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

-said there was a difference of opinion as to what 
route the line should take, rts there was in the 
case of all railways thnt had over come before 
the House; and seeing that the hlm. member fur 
lHaclmll had presented a petition in favour of 
what was known as the Yaamba road route, he 
proposed to read the Chief Engineer's report on 
the subject, which would put the Committee in 
possession of all the information in the hands of 
the Government. ::VIr. Ballard, in referring to 
his 1nen1orandn1n of even date, reporting upon 
the route ,v;,; Yaamha, said:-

,,I ha ye the honour to rel)Ol't npon the rontc ,~~~:( J,akc's 
Cre0l;;:. Tllls route commences at the corner of the 
1)olicc n.m~crve, Xortll Rockhampton, opposite and in n 
line with the .Fitzroy Sn::::pcn~ion Bridge. It rnn~ then eo 
eastwards along the r,akc'.s Creek road for 2~ mih ., 
to the Lake·.-; Creek Hotel; thonec following the :--.uno 
rowl sontll-cast to the Bnsh Inn at 5~ mile~; thence 
makes ~L sharp turn to 7 miles H}JOll the road 
fJ'Ol)l Rockhampton to T~mu Park, antl tlwncc alon.~ 
that road north-cast to 1~ miles, leaving Cawarral 
Station ahont a qmtrter-mile to the right at about 17 
m1les. PromlHmiles io Emu l)ark there arc t-wo l'Ontcs, 
as will be seen npou the la~tsheet of the Parliamcntarr 
plant-~ anll ~cetions herewith sent, the one mal<ing a 
ciremt, to tlle north aufl joiuin.~ the Yamnb<.L road rontc 
at ahont 22 mile~. and thence b\- tlte same rontc into 
l':mn Park, making a total dist<lnce of abont 2D miles 
to the same ~pot a:-5 siJOI\"n on the Yaamba road smTcr. 
'l'llB other route, and the one IYllieh I rceommend. rult;:, 
lH~arly Rtraigllt from the !.S-mile pq; to J~mn Park, 
making a total clbtancc or about ~5 mile.-:, pa.':i8ing 
through the mangrove S\Yamps situated to the 
~onth of the to\vnship. 'l'his rontc is clcarlr 
shown upon the last ;.:hect of the l 1arlimumi­
tary plam; and ~cctious hcrmvith snlnuittc(l, and will 
he nearly ;) mile~ ~lwrtcr than the Yaamhn rmul 
rontc. From tlle 18-mi\e peg on this route it '\Yonta 
be about 11 miles llne north to Ycppoon and abnnt. 7 
mi.lm; north-eaflt to }:mn l'ark. 'rho 1'Uling gnt(\ient 
llllOll the route "r :11 LaJ..::e's Creek i:-< 1 in 51), the salltC as 
on the Ynambn roarl rontc. The relative (1nantity ot' 
steep gradients upon the Tarious routrs is as foHmvs­
namely, Yaamlm road route, 7J:3 chains Lalm's Creek 
route, 610 chain-.:; Ijal\:o'~ Creek altcrn line, :Z72 
chain~. rn 1lte ('Ol!l;Jntation I llaYe illl'ltuled a.\1 
gradients of l in HU andslt<!l'per. The 1\·or~t g-ra<lc npon 
the r~ake's Creek route \Vould be ::n ehains of 1 in 50 :t t 
or about 19 mile::; and 76 ch<clin::;; · of 1 in GU ~md 1 in 5:) 
aL about 23 miles; lJuL the shortc::;L or alternative liuc 

pre'lcn ts no obstacle in the slm.pe of gra.rlien t.s 
worse than 1 in 66 for UO chains betwePn 18 a111l 
1U miles. rrhc sharpest curve upon the Lake's 
Creek route woulrl be one of G chains 1'ft(lins. 
Tllcre are also iive of JO chains radius ~md all the 
l'Cst. arc very fia.t, but if the altornath-e ronte is taken 
there will be no sharp curve at all, and only two indee<l 
of ten (10) chains radiu~. I have the honour to report 
in favour of the route Lti L~tke':~ Creek, taking either of 
the a.tternatiye lines shown upon the last. pa.~e of the 
tllau-; a.nll sections as infinitely preferable to the route 
'!'-·d T:uunba l'oarl; but I recommend that the alLcrnativc 
linf': reaching- J~um Park in <L Uistance ofalJout 25 miles, 
be adopted Eor the follmving l'l'"Jsons, namely:-

" 1. rl'lmt the distance is about 4~, miles shorter than 
the Yaamba road rontc. -

" 2. 'l'hat the gradient~ nncl curves arc ca.sy and infi­
nitely better than the Yaamba, road route or any other 
route. 

"~. 'l'h:-tt the traJllc capanity 1voulll he greater and 
tlw working expenses le::""" by thi:-3 route than by any 
other. 

"-1. 'l'hnt the cost of construction and lan<l to be 
vurchasecl would be c.onsillerably less, involving a 
saviug of at least £15,000. 

HI forward herewith the Parliament,ar.\" plans, and 
sections, and bool( of reference in duplicate. I also 
enclose a diagram shmving a section of the gra(lieuts 
oYer ca,eh of tlh'" routes under eon::;idcration, and :t 
small general ma.p upon which I have sketchccl the 
Yaamlm road route in blue, rmrl the Lake's Creek routes 
inl·ori. The alternntiYc line, which I recommend across 
the mangToYe swamps, may aclmit of slight deviatious 
for tile purpose of chPaponin;; co::-t of eonstruction, a,nr1 
the length may thmefore he somewhat increased upon 
the permanent snnTe:r; but the total clistanee of the 
permanent survey will not be likely to exceed :w 
miles." 

Tlmt was 1\Ir. lhllard's report, and accom­
prtnying it \Vtts a N1nr1Jlrn:1p ~bowing the different 
routes mentioned. He would acld nothing­
furthm· except that the line would be a 
groat nccruisition to the r•eople of Itockhampton 
rtnd those located along the Central Hailw:w. 
As a watering-place l~mu Park was too well 
known to require anything to be said in its 
fnyour by him. l\Ioreover, there was a large 
qmwtity of <+overnment land undisposed of rtlon::; 
the line, which was not usually the case. They 
had been in the hal>it of selling the land 
a.nd 1naking a rail\va,y afterwardH, but on 
the prc-;ent occasion there were 30,000 or 
40,000 acre,; along the line, be ,ides a quantity 
at the township of Hewittdllc, which wonld 
realise a ln..rge 1n·ice. ..:-\..s the hnn. rnmnber 
for Blackall had presented a petition to the 
House on the subject, he would be able, no 
doubt, to cxprm;/3 a.n opinion as to the }H'opel' 

route. He (the l\Iini,ster for '\Vorb) helieve<l 
the route recommended by the Chief Eng-ineer 
wnH the proper one, becanr:ie it \VfLH shorter ; it 
wonld1e ea;;ier to construct and work, and he le's 
costly than the <•ther. He should be glad tu 
give any further information to the Committee 
if such were required. 

1\fr. ARCHER said that, ns the hem. gentle­
man had referred to the petition presented by 
him, he might date that it was signed by n large 
body of his constituents, who desired th,.t the 
raihv:1.y should go 1y a different route. Bnt by 
the courtesy of the l'llinister for \Vorks he haLl 
bc~"n accorded the privilege of looking over tlw 
report of the Chief }:ngineer, and had informed 
hi,; con,;titncnts thnt there w:ts not the slight<'>it 
chance of the plans being altered by J.>arlimnent 
in the wa~· suggested by the petition. Consider· 
in~· the difference in price, he should h:we to be 
able to show very good cause why the plans should 
be altered hefore he wonld presume to offer any 
objection to them. Helmew the countrytraverse<l 
hythedifferent routes. He wasawarethat thedifti­
cnltieK of theY-.. amnbarnntc ·were greatertha,n thol"le 
of the other, ]Jesiclcs which, the distance w'" 
longer. \Vhilc ngreeing with the ~Engineer's re­
port, he mi~ht state tlwt it wnul<l be well for the 
1\Iini:;ter for \V urks tu totkc into his consideration 
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a line which a good many of his constituents 
woul<llike to hn-ve con;;tructed. :!\Iount \Vheeler, 
one of the chief rnining centres near l{ockhan1p­
ton, and the village of Cawarml, were left at 
some clistance to the west of the line. He clid 
not think the distttnce from tt point in the Lake's 
Creek route, which wtts caJle<l the half-way house, 
was more than three and a-lmlf miles fn•m the 
township of Cttwarral, which was not far from 
Mount \Vheelcr. A branch of three or four 
miles in thttt locality might be constructed ith 
advantag-e; am1 he hoped the ).linister for \Vnrks 
wnulcl take the matter into his considemtion 
and httve a survey made. The Engineer, ::\lr. 
BaJlal'd, httd already talked of "'wh a thing 
as being necessary when the mines of :Mount 
\Vhoeler became deYeloped, and the hon. gentle­
man would find on imp1iry that such a bmnch 
line would not only add t;, the traffic of the 
line now under consideration, lmt wonld be of 
imuwn''e benefit to the minerH and farmers 
nlong- that P'Wt of the line, He concnrrPd in 
what the hon. gentleman said relative to the 
existence of GoYernment land along the line, 
and he hoped that he would cctrry out his pro­
mise and see tlmt the line was finished before the 
lam] was sold, as it would materially help to 
recoup the colony fOl' the exve1me incur'red in the 
construction of the liJcP, "\s far m; his [Jcrsonal 
knowledge went he lmd nothing- to 'ay ag,tinst 
the J•roposed route; in bet, it would Le difficult 
to Hay a.nything ctgain8t it after reading the 
J;;ng·ineer's report. He hoped the :Minister for 
\Vork~ would renwn1Je1·, ho\vever, that the con­
struction of the Lrttnch line of four or five mile,;, 
which had Leen suggee>ted, would add immensely 
to the Yttluo of the line under con,;idertttion. 

Mr. }'EHGUSOX said he w''" pleased to find 
that the suney of the line was so se~tisfactory, not 
only to the peopleof1lockhampton, who were more 
directly interested in it, but to the colony tts a 
whole. \Vhen he moYed in the Rouse for a mrvcy 
of that line-about two years ago-it vva:-; under­
stood that the diote~nce Ly rail wcty from Hock­
hampton to Emu Park would be oYer thirty miles. 
That wet,; the general undor,;tanding. but it we~,; 
now found by the planti andsurvGy before the Cmu­
mitteo that the lens-th of the line would be only a 
little oYer twenty-fi ,-e miles. That wcco tt groat 
saving in therouLedi~COYcred by the Engineer,:1lr. 
Ballard. It was a ;saving- of four and a-lmlf miles 
ettch \\ay, or nine miles for the trip, which would 
n1e::Ln a htrge 8aYing of expense and ti1ne, and was 
worth a great deal, both to the J•eople of Hock­
hampton and to the colony as a whole. By the 
mute di,;covercd by l\lr. Jhllard it would he fouml 
that the line could be con,;trncted with ea,;ier 
gratles nnd ea~ier curves, and would C(Jat n1uch le:-;:-; 
than by ''uy other route ,;un-cyed. l•'rom the 
S-1uilc peg, or eight 111ile:-; fnnH1tockh~t11Jpton, the 
babnce of the line went throngh Crown bml, 
antl at Erun Park-facing the sea, \vhore the 
terminus would be--the land could be sole\ all(] 
the nwney W(,uld go far towar(ls paying the cot~t 
of the construction of the line. I need not scty any 
m<,re about that ; but with refereuce to Lmnch 
lines the hou. member for Blackall referred to et 
line to f'mmrral. There we~s no doubt ,;uch a 
line would bo of GTeat use to the people Hettlcd 
along there, and would increa:-;e the traftic on the 
Emu l'>erk line. Bnt there wa,, mwther branch 
line which wa,; qnite a,o neco&sary as that, aud if 
a .survey wns llUM_le of one the1·e ought also to be a 
suney made of the other. He referred to a line 
from the 18-mile pe;;· to Yeppoon, wbich mmlcl 
be a distance of eleYen mile'>---lcvcl country all 
the wLty, and a Ycry good cla.$,S of country a:-; well. 
Ko Llonbt ,,uch a branch linr would be constructed 
at ~on1e future day, and the Gon~nnnen t t'houlll 
resen-e any land that helongccl to the Crown 
along- the route. lie had nothing further to say 
a Lout the propu,;ed line to Emu Park, the report 

upon which was so Hatisfactory that he thought 
no member of the Committee could have a word 
to say against it. 

Mr. HIG8U~ said he could scarcely add any­
thing to what had been said. The route chosen 
for the line, he felt sure, would give satitibction 
to all the inhabitants of Hockhampton. He 
knew both routes surveyed, and the route pro­
lJosed was the shorter Ly four or five miles. A 
greater number of people would be likely to 
settle along the line, bec:tnse a ~a ving of four or 
five miles each way wonld mean a considerable 
saving of time in traYelling. He would urge 
that there might be a survey made of a 
line as far as :\Iount \Vheeler --some three 
or four miles-and if such a line were made 
it would greatly increa'e the traffic on the Emu 
Park line. lfurther, in a short thne it 111ight 
be found necessary to survey a line to Y eppoon, 
and that line would also incrmtse the traffic on 
the Emu Park railway. He was S>lth;fied that 
the line to :Emu Park would be one of the most 
pmfite~ble lines that could be constructe<l. It 
would require no borrowed money to' construct 
it, as there \Vas enough una1ienated land nJon6 
the route to dofmy the cost of construction. He 
was sul'o the phns before the Committee woul<l 
be satisfactory to the inhabitants of Hockhmup­
ton and to the colony. 

The Ho:s. ,J. l\1. l\IACIWSSAX sccid that the 
hem. member for Rockhe~mpton (i\lr. }'erguson), 
in concluding his rmnarks UlJOH the propmmfl 
railway, said that no member of the Committee 
could have a word to say ;1Wtin'st it. That cer­
tainly wa.-; looking at it frmn a very strong 
Rockhmnpton point of view. No doubt, if they 
were to go in for 1naking lines-1nere pleaHure 
lines to conYey people down to the seaside to bathe 
-there could not be much said against it. From 
what they had heard from the Minister for \V orlc', 
in proposing the line, and from i\Ir. Ballard's 
report, there could be no doubt that the l1est line 
wa~ f;elected, both a:-:; to distanee, grade::;, and 
curves; but he w''" inclined to think tlmt there 
wel'e many line;; which conl<l Le made in the 
colony w hi eh would be of far more u,;e and 
beneht to the co!oJJY the~n the lino proposed e~nd 
which the hon. membet· httd stated not a word 
could be said a;.;'ctinst. If it was left to him (l\lr. 
}lacro'"an) he could say a great many words 
against it. He would much sooner make " line 
to convey the agricultural produce of the Llistrict 
to nmrket tha~ to conYCV people a clbtance of 
thirty miles to bathe. The' majority of the people 
interested in the construction qf the line conld go 
to :Ennl P<;trk to bathe now-in a 1Juggy or a Rpring 
cart-qnite n"> conveniently, though perhc1p~ not Ro 

quickly, as if tbe prnpnseclline were constructed. 
Th~y lmd Lcen tolL\ that there was tt great elect! of 
Uovernmeut land along the line, rmd that if thrLt 
bnrl wa,s sold it would 'uay for the cost of its eon-
8truction. He would like, however, to know wlmt 
was the qmtlity of the land, as he fouml by a map 
thttt most of it was de,crihed as pastoral land, and 
pastoral bnd about Rockhampton could not be 
,-ery valuable. Thev had been tolLl by the lwn. 
1netnber fnr It.ockhall1pton a, long tin1e ago, when 
he mov1'd in the mtttter fir;;t, that the land at J<:nm 
Park itself, If sold, would pr~y for the constn1ction 
of the line. He would be g-lad to hear from the 
i\Iinister for \Vorks what anticipations he lmd on 
that subject, beer~ use if that statement was correct 
there coulclnot be a g-reat deal ,;aid against the 
liue. The }Iinioter for \Vorks had not told 
them what the cost of the line would Le-either 
the total cost or the cost per mile-and he shouhl 
ha"'' told them that. If he expected to make tts 
unwh out of the sales of land at En1u Park a.~ 
would make the line there would be Yery little 
to say ar;·ainst it ; but if he expected tu. h'we 
recumse tu the '"'le of bnd tt!un;;· the !me to 
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"upplcment that he would have to set the 
nwehinery of proclarnation in rnotion by n1aking 
little townships along the line, beettuse the 
Government had precluded themselves from 
selling· it unless it wo,s proclaimed townships. 

Mr. NOR TO)[: Make one big one. 

The HoN. ,T. M. MACllOSSAN: Or mo,ke one 
hig one, aR suggrsted by the hon. rne1ubcr for 
l'ort Curtis. There were other lines spoken 
of in connection with the one before them. 
The hon. member for Blaclmll ><Lid he hoped 
they would ho,ve a survey made to Cawarral 
-o, branch line to feerl the Emu Po,rk line. 
'[he junior member for Rockhampton said about 
the smne thing, though in somewhat different 
words. He nwntioned :Mount \Vheeler instead of 
Cawarral. The hon. membtcl' for Uockhampton 
mentioned another branch line which should he 
made, and if all were made there would be 
forty miles of line instead of twenty-five. The 
:Minister for \Vorks must set '" very high 
value upon the land at }:mu Park if he 
expected it would pay for the making of forty 
miles of rn5lway. Then, nftor it was made what 
were hi~ expect::ttions as to its 11aying? He 
had not told them a word about that. He had 
simply read JHr. Balbrd's report ae; to the alter­
n:cti ve or l'i val routes. He bad not baid a 
word as to the likelihood of the line pay­
ing or its coot. He hoped the hon. gen tie­
man would tell the Committee what wao the 
estimated cost of the line ancl what he expected 
to get from it when conotructecl. If he 
expected that the pleasure - seekero wouhl 
pay the working e\.perums and interest upon 
the cost of construction very few people would 
h>Lvc a wurcl to fiay against it, bnt he (?I:Il'. 
J\Iacrossan) was ve1·y doubtful upon that point. 

'l'he J\IINIST}:R FOR WORKS said that 
in rroposing the adoption of the plans he had 
omitted to state J\Ir. Ballard's estimate of the 
cost of construction. JHr. Ballard put down the 
cost at £3,500 per mile. The hon. nwmber 
must know perfectly well that no eng·ineor couhl 
state any certain amount until all the prelimi­
muies were settled; the present wa..s simply a 
Parlimnentary tlUrYey. 1\s to the return;; ft·mn 
the line, he need only refer the hnn. member to 
the tlandgate Railway. That line was bdonc the 
House for several years, and some hon. members 
:1lways n:'jf:lerted that it would be a non~ paying 
line. He believed the J<:mu Park line would be 
a,; successful as the Sandgate line hac! lJe~n­
that it wuulcl be very prcfitahle. He might also 
acid that there was " wry large quantity uf 
Government l:tncl-some RO,OOO or -10,000 acres 
~a,long tlu~ propm~ell line, together with ~1 
considerahlc cjunntity of unsolcl township lands. 
1 [e had not the slightest clouht that the laud 
in the township W•mlcl realhe from £1ii,OOO to 
.±:20,000, and tlmt was something toward,-; the 
cost of the line. As hon. mernhers knew, there 
w:tR a. large nnwunt of Hettlernent along the 
Central line, and it wni' very desirable that they 
and the inhabitant,; of Huckhampton ohould 
have l:iOllW lnea.IH:l of getting to a vlaee of 
ounm1cr resort. Of all hon. memLers, the very 
la,;t whom he expectetl to O]'puse the line wa,; 
the hon. member for Townsville. He might 
adcl that from the 18-mile peg into the township 
of Hewitt>-ille \nts all Governmeut bnd, a.nd no 
laml wouhl have to be paid for at the townohip. 
\Vith the permission of the Committee he wonld 
amend the resolution by the in,;ertion of the 
words "alternative line" after the words "Lake's 
Creek." 

The HoN. J. J\L 1\IA.CROSSA::-;r eaid the 
J\Iinister for \Vorks muet haYe misunderstood 
him. He did not oppose the line, but was 
f3intply askint-:' fur infonuation. _At the ~anw 
time he should prefer, a;; he ,;aid ]Jefore, a line 

carrying agTicultural or some other produce to 
Iuarket, to ~1 line carrying mere pleasure-seekers 
to the seaside. As to compaxing the Emu l'm·k 
line ·with the SanUgate line the couqmrison was 
nttcrly absurd. The Sandgate line was made to 
a \ratering-phtee already established, and the 
clist>1nce was very little more than one-half the 
distance from Rockhampton to Emu Park ; and 
much less than one-half if the branches, as 
suggested by hon. members ccmnected with tlw 
dh;triet, ·were carried out. 

The J\II::\'IST};]t }'OR \VOllKt> oaid he was 
nnder the impression that there were nearly as 
many iuhalJitants a.t Emu Park now as there 
\Yere at Sandgate when that line \\'as made. He 
could not, of course, say what revenue would be 
derived from the line, but he was perfectly satis­
fiecl that the line would be a profitable one. 

Mr. J\101-CEHEAD asked the Minister for 
\Vorks to giYe the Con11nittee son1e inforruation 
as to the present population of J<:mu l'ark. The 
hon. c'entleman hac! sbted that the population 

about aR large a::5 tha.t of Sandgate. Per­
Imps he would next tell them that the popula­
tion of llockha111pton '" a.s aR large af:l tha.t of 
Brisbane. \Vas there a resident population of 
100 at };mu l'ark for whom they \V ere a.3ked to 
construct that rail way ? 

The J\II::\ISTEH J<'OR WOHKS sait! he had 
only ]laid one visit to Emu I'ark, antl he saw a 
Yery larg·e nmnber nf ]>eople there. As to the 
rt''ident population, he could not he expected to 
c<trl'Y the figures of every township in the colony 
in his head. 

J\Jr. HIGSON said he could supply a little 
inforrna .. tiou as to the lJOIJUlation of ]~rnu Pal'lc 
and the price of land there. He was cerhcin 
that the land would realioe a great dmcl more 
than the :Minic;ter for \Vorks anticipated. He 
knew of half-acre blocks there for which £300 
each had been refused, and the Government had 
in its possession much better land than tlmt. .As 
to the popubtion, he had known an average of 
over fifty Yisitor:-:; at }~rnu Park fur two n1unthH 
together, besides the residents. \Vhen he left 
Rockha.rupton to COillC to Bdt;lJ<1llC he was inter­
viewed lw nine different business men there who 
wtmted l1im to get the J\linister for Lands tu put 
some land up for sale at Emu l'ark, as they 
wanted to build house,; to re~ide there. 

J\h. l\lOREHlcAil sD,id that was really too 
delightful. They were getting the iuformation 
by degree~. Parlimnent ww3 asked to connuit 
the country to an expenditure which would 
amount to not less than £130,000 before it was 
all oYer-for the cost of the line wnnlcl not be 
lHs than £;),000 a mile ; and the ::\linister f,r 
\VorlnJ, on being :1~-dcud to ,,tate the nnJllbPr of 
people residing at J<:mu Park, told the Com­
mittee that he had only been there once, when he 
saw a large rnnulH.'r of peo1Jle. Perh:1ps they 
went there to see the wonderful M inistcr fur 
\V orks-the ymight have. been curious to see wh>1t 
rnanner of n1an he \Vas. Then canlB the hon. 
member, J\lr. Higson, who told them he had seen 
fifty visitors staying th8l·e, and that nine other 
people at Rockhampton were \\ ttiting fol' the 
railway to be 1n1tde HO that they nTiglJt p;o 
and build shops there. If it was not a scrioufi 
matter, it would he a joking matter. 'fhe Cnm­
nlittce w~t:-:; ::LE'kcd to expend eont;idcral;ly on:>r 
1:100,000 to provide for a possible fifty people 
who 1uight 1Je living at Enn1 Park, a1ul 
for nine others \\·ho 1night go there after 
the rail way was made. It w,cs altogether too 
absurd, aucl he trusted the Committee would 
not con!:-•~mt to Rnch a n1cmstronR f;;Chmnc. He 
shc•nld yote against the rc"olntion, if he 
cliYidccl alone, as he objected to the country's 
nwnuy being wa:-;tcd in th~tt reckleJ-is f~tshion. 
\Vhy, every small w"tering-place in the colony 
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would demand a milway if they were going to 
spend money in that way ! · Hockhampton had 
not one-sixth the popubtion of Brisbane; and 
the Sanclgate line, he believed, was not paying· 
so very well after ctll. In fact, he believe<! it wrcs 
not paying, and how much better chance had the 
proposed line to Emu Park, which was double 
the length, of paying·? He hoped that the 
Committee would consider that view of the ques­
tion--the financial view of it-and that they 
woulcl not make a railway simply for the 
purpose of increasiug the vt~lue of land held 
by certain syndicates in Rockha,mpton. He 
believed that that was the object in view­
that the line should be made at the expense of 
the State for the ultimate benefit of the owners 
of land at l~mu Park. They were t·>ld also by 
the hnn. member, lYlr. Higson, that httlf-ttn-acre 
of land at J~rnn l'ark would he worth £300, and 
if tlmt were so it would not attmct the kind of 
settlement which would make the railway pay. 
It could only be bought by wealthy people. 

The ::\UNISTER l?OR \YOHKS: It i8 the 
very settlement that will pay. 

1\Ir. l\IOREHEAD : The only way in which 
it would pay, a" far as he could see from 
the r·emarks of the 1\linister for \Vorks, 
was by selling land. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman had squared the J'viinister for Lamb 
as far as that was conccmed. At any rate, he 
thought th,,t nmking railways for purely specu­
ltttive purposes, to enhance the value of either 
public or private lttn<l, was a Yery bad policy to 
be adopted by that Committee or by the country, 
and very uncertain ttl"' in the results. He 
'houlcl, for the reasons he ha.d giYen, oj:pose the 
motion. 'fhere was no settlement at either end 
of the 1 n·nposecl line to warrant such an enonnnns 
expenditure, and there had lJeen nothin~ Rhov.'n 
bv the l\1inistcr for \Vorks in anv remarks he 
h;tcl mrtde which would i!Hlicate that, if the rail· 
way were constructed, population would be so 
increascclttt each end"'' to enable the specnlation 
to be a paying one. 

Mr. l•'ERGUSOX saicl the hnn. member who 
had just spoken wtts not in the Committee when 
the ::\Iini~tcr for \YorkR gnxe an expl~tnation 
respecting the railway. He h,cccl only come in at 
the end of the debate, and had made statements 
which he could not carry out by facts. It was 
altogether a random speenh he lmd made from 
eommencoment to end. He (c\lr. J<'ergn,on) had 
been to Ernn Pnrk t\C:Ol'O::-; of ti1nes, a,nd hu.d iieen 
hnndreJN of people there on 1nany oeca8iun:-:. 
l LmHlreds of people went from Hockhmnpton 
tu that place on a vi.sit in the snmu1er time. 
As t<J the amouut of land ttt ]<;mu Park, 
fmm inquiries he ha<l made at the Lands 
Oflice he found that there wtt .. a township reserYe 
of 24,000 acres, with tt frontage of two miles to 
the sea-~the very pick of the pbce-still to be 
ttlienatccl, and it wonld be solei by anction. He 
pre .... ented a petition to the hon. the l\lini:;tcr for 
Land~ the tJther da,y, Bigned by a large ntnnber 
of Itockh~Ln1pton pcu1Jle, a"5king for smne of that 
land t•> be pnt up for S<+le, and he (l\Ir. J<'erguson) 
knew that the price it would fetch was a mtli­
uient guarantee for 1naking the line. It would 
go :1 long way tuwcwds p.tying the expen.-iC of 
it. "\s to the ,;yndicates the lwn. member 
htL<.l nwntioned, he did not knnvv of any. 
The hon. member had mm:e to do with symli­
c"tes th<tn he ha<l, and perlmps knew of 
8onw; 1Jnt he (J\[r. _Ferg;n::-;ou) did_ 11ot know of n 
:;ingle syndicate in the nei~hbonrho()d of llock~ 
ha.n1pton whn hac1 a.ny expectation of nmking fl 

profit out of lancl l1.Y the cmu;trnctwn of the pro­
po'-'ed railwn.y. If the hou. !lll:lllhcr \ra:-; tLw:n·e 
of it he "'''' not. As to the ronte of the line the 
};n;;ineer h:ul 'imply done jnotice. He SUl'l'eyed 
two diifercnt route", reported htithfully on both, 

and the ro~ult was the adoptic•n of the line now 
proposed to be carried out, which was the proper 
one. He could not see any grounds whatever 
for the remarks made by the hon. member for 
Balonne. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he was not so well 
acquainted with ]~mu Park as the hem. member 
,~,~as, but he was utterly opposed to spending so 
much public money for the proposed railway. 
There was consiclemble division of opinion ttm<mgst 
those who ttgreed as to the propriety of making 
the line at all with regard to the direction it 
should take, and therefore he was quite justified 
in cttlling attention to the facts of the case and 
expressing his firm belief that the line was to be 
made to benefit certain :ndivicluals. Only the 
other clay tt man-a leading constituent of the 
hon. member for Blaclmll-was in town, an<l he 
did not hold at "ll with the line being taken in 
the direction it wtts for speculative purposes. At 
ttny rate, he (Mr. Morehead) oppo.sed it on the 
broad grounds that it was not in any way neces­
sttry, and that the money "·hich w•mld be was~ecl 
on it, tts he held, would be much better applied 
in developing their milway system in other 
directions. 

'l'he Hox. Sm T. J\.IciLI-VRAITII said he 
understoo<t that the <jUestion they were now 
cliscus,;in~ wtts not whether tt railway should be 
mttde fr;m Rockhampton to };mu l'ark-tlmt 
was decided last December-but whether the 
route proposed was the right one for the line to 
rro. He believed in the affirmtttive of both 
J>r<>positions. He considered it a very proper 
thing to make a railway from Hocklmmpton 
to Emu l'ark. He did not see any reason 
why the North and the South should hlwe 
their mil wttyo extended to the coast, ttnd the 
Central districts should he left out. He 
belic,·ed that it was as good a rail way "" 
mrv thttt was included in the list attached to 
th~ ten-million loan. ~\nd as to whether the 
route proposed was the hest one, 1Ir. Bttllard's 
report decided that. H was shorter thmr the 
other, and much less costly. That was the only 
information they had before them, . and he 
thought they should adopt_ the motwn sub­
mitted by the J\Iinister for Works. 

J\Ir. ISAMJlER'l' said the people of Rock­
hmnpton \Vere to be cougl'atulatt.-J on getting a. 
railw'\Y to the seaside. The objection tu those rai.l­
ways was that they were a clepartnre from thcrr 
nstial milway policy. The chief l''_'ilwny policy was 
to construct railw;1ys to the sett1ng :·mn, and the 
protJnsed lino was objected to inas1uuch n,:, it was a 
depm-ture from that one-horse idett. H was con· 
structinu railways for the ttccnmmocltttion of the 
people, ~nd he thought the Government could not 
go wrong in constructing- rail ways where there 
was population. They httcl s~en that '':'herever 
they had done ;;o the 1·evenne from the lmes wtts 
increasing, bnt it was ·when they were e~tendecl 
into rcgiontl out weHt, where ~o p<;pulatwn ex­
i&ted, that those portions of therr rarlways were tt 
serious ta,x upon the re\·enue returns. There \Vas tt 
good deal in what the hon. member for Townsville 
had said and it ought to open the eyes of the 
(~ovenm{ent with re;.:~arcl to their railway poli~y 
in connection \vith the ten-million lottn. He satd 
that the people woul<l not be satisfied ":'ith the 
railwavs included in th[l,t lottn. r:)o1ne tune ago 
he (::.Ir. Isambert) hall the honour ,,f introdncin;;­
a <lepnt:1tion from l~osmmod to the hon. the 
JUinister for \Vorks, a~king for railway exten­
sion, and he said that the railway policy of the 
(;-oYernlnent lJeing- clm;ed for the next five year!'; 
he conld not urftnt th('ir rerplCfit; and when ho 
was a~keU f~~· n~si.~tance which \vonld enable 
the people to nmkc railways for them;;elves he 
'"'nu·ml tl1em that the Government would oiler 
them every facility for doing so; but up to the 
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present time they had never stated what those 
facilities were. Then he noticed that that 
morning the h<m. member for l\Ioreton, lYir. 
\Vakefielcl, had introduced a deputation for a 
similar object, and they had very ,,mall hope' 
held out to them-just as small as he had. He 
understood that tho.e people offered the same as 
the Rosewood people did-that they were pre­
pared to proYide the money for making the 
milw1oy if the Government would aiford them 
son1e guarantee or facility for doing· Ho. 
There \Vero a great rnany dL~tricts which wa.nted 
railways, and the inhabitants of which had more 
confidence in the districts than the Government 
ha(l. The Governme11t onght to hring~1n such a 
Bill that if they could not help the people they 
would not stand in the way of their helping 
themselves. He had been told by an hon. mem­
ber that the iden, of private people constructing 
railways with every lJORsiule safeg·uard could not 
be entertained, because the credit of the colony 
was pledged to the J~nglish cre<litor ; but he 
hoved it was not the case that the Government 
of the colony was in the hands of the Lombard­
street money-gruhbers. He hoped the Govern­
ment would bring in a measure to enable private 
people to help themeelves. 

Mr. \VAKEl<'IELD said the subject of branch 
railways was one th"t would occupy a good deal 
of attention in the Hou.'e cluring the ne't few 
years, and he would like to see some means 
adopted whereby the sy8tem of local self-govern­
ment could be applied to railways as well as 
roads. Railways were the best roads that coulcl 
be constructed, >tnd people interested should 
be called upon by taxation or otherwise to 
guarantee the payment of the line if they had 
confidence in the district. He believed that 
in many cmes the inhabitants would be willing 
to submit to taxation to provide working ex­
penses and interest on the coo;t of constrnction in 
the case of a line not paying. From the a;;-ricul­
ture carried on by the people inhabiting the Rose­
wood Scrub he believed they were entitled to a 
railway, and he thought they would lle willing 
to gur.rantee the line against loss. The ten­
million loan had been swallowed up by lines 
already authorised, and private lines would have 
b lle constructed by private enterprise. 

Mr. NORT0:0f said he did not agree with the 
hon. leader of the Opposition that the C[Uestiml 
of the line being constructed had been discussed 
when the Loan Bill was passed. 

The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: I said 
"decided." 

Mr. NOR TON said there was as little discus­
sion on the lines as he had ever heard on any 
railway proposals-simply because hon. membm:s 
on the other side would not discus" them, while 
the members on the Opposition side were quite 
willing to go into the fullest discussion. The 
Minister for \Vorks gave very little information 
with regard to them-less, perhaps, than had ever 
been given as to any other railways. 1-,or his own 
part he did not see why the people of Rockharnp­
ton should not have a line to the seaside as 
well as the people of Brisbane, but he thought 
there were many other lines which should have 
been llrought forward first. It had been stat.ed 
in a cloudy sort of way that the sale of the 
Government land along the railway would 
realise almost enongh to pay the cost of the line ; 
but they knew very well that when the Treasurer 
got the money he would stick to it-it would not 
go to pay the cost of rail ways provided for by 
loan. The line would be made with borrowed 
money, and there was not the slightest chance 
of its being repaid. He would like to ask the 
lYiinister for \V orks when the plans of the trunk 
line from Bundaberg to Gladstone would be laid 
on the table? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I believe 
the Parliamentary plan of the line is on the way 
down now. 

l\Ir. NORT0:0f : Then am I to understanrl 
that the plans will be submitted to Parli:tmcnt 
for approval before the s<··oion ends ? 

The J\II::\ISTJUt :FOR WORKS : That is 
another question altogether. 

Mr. :X OR TO=" said he was Yery sorry the hon. 
member evaded his f[tw,tion. If the approntl of 
the House were g-i ,·en to the plans it would not 
compel the JI.Iinistor to go on with the line at 
once, and he hoped the 1tpproval of the House to 
the plans now before them would not compel the 
2\'Iinister to go on with that line at once. 'rhe 
hon. member had ~iven him authority to 
toll his constituents that the plans would 
pro!JD,bly be presented to the Hou'e during the 
preHen t :-;essinn, :11ul it was ilnportant that solno­
thing ~hould be done about it, because it wa:-; ono 
of the trunk lines of the colony and not by 
any means a pa1-ty line. The line now before 
them was a pleasure line pure and simple, and 
the people of Rockhampton not only conl<l get to 
Emu Park in other way' but they had several 
other pbces where they could go for bathing­
places or samctorimns. It was not fair to the 
rest of the colony that lines of greater irnpor­
tance should he postponed till tho,;o intended 
merely for pleasure had been con,tructcd. It 
wets perfectly impo.ssible that the line could be 
be made to pay. 

Mr. BLACK said he was very glad to sec that 
what had occurred was only what he anticipated 
last session, when the bunch of railways passed 
through the comrr1ittee-that hon. gentlemen, in 
course of time, would find out that their hnppi­
ness and that of their constituents had not 
entirelv been secured by suddenly voting such a 
yory larg-e sum of money, the expenditure of which 
must necP-st;arily involve some four or five years. 
It was quite cvicltmt that the different consti­
tuencies were now finding out that the fact of 
their nrjt ]Jarticipating in the railway cxpemli­
turo of the future had loft them in a very unfor­
tunttte position. Hardly a week elap8ecl without 
their hearing of a deputation waiting upon the 
Minister for \V orks. 

The MINISTER FOit WORKS: I do not 
send for them. 

Mr. BLACK: They C[lme whether the hon. 
gentleman ;;ent for them or not. He ha<l to receive 
them, and he {Mr. Dlnck) was very glad to find 
that he received them in a very deferential 
manner now. The attention of the hon. gentle­
man, and of the colony, was being di1·ected to 
the fact that any district, which happened to lle 
omitted from the schedule of the £7,000,000 
which was to be deYoted to railway construction, 
stood a very poor chance now, Ol' for the next 
four or five yearH, of getting itf:; legitin1ate \V ants 
supplied. That was becoming more and n1ore 
evident. They had heard the hon. member for 
llosewood that day, and the hon. member for 
l\Ioreton also, referring to some scheme which 
might receive favour, by which certain districts 
might be allowed to have a voice in the con­
struction of local railways. The hon. member for 
l\foreton had suggested that the residents would be 
willing to be actually taxed for the construction of 
those railways. However much he would like to 
see the Uovernment willing to carry out some 
scheme of the ,,ort, he was Yery much afraid that 
any project which might be sug6·ested would not 
be received with fanmr. Those people who were 
delxtrred from the benefits of railw>tv communi­
cation with the different centres of population 
would strongly object to being taxed, in addition 
to already being taxed as they were for the 
general railway system of the colony. However, 
he believed thr~t the Minister for \Vorks and 
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the Government had held out hopes to some of 
tho"c deputatioms that any proposal that they 
might make would l>r, at all events, entertained, 
and possibly formally received. He would be very 
ghtd if the Government would inform the Com­
mittee before the end of the oession whether 
they were reallv inclined to entertain such a 
project favomably. In connection with the rail­
way now before the Committee, he thought it 
'Yas as fa.ir a one a~ any which was ~ulnnitted in 
th:1t schedule. He would go further than that, 
and say that it was still more justifiable thnn 
many of those lines. In Driob:me~which was, 
of course, the capital, and where a large 
population was settling· down~the want.s of 
the people were being very wdl attended to. 
But the people in Brisbane were not satisfied 
with the one railway that had been constructed 
at the expense of the colony~thr~t to Sandgate. 
There was another raihvay going down to South­
port, which, he supposed, would he completed 
before very long. There was alw another rail­
wr~:v to another watering-place~Clevelnncl; and 
if Brisbane were entitled~ancl he was not pre­
pared to say she was not~to three different 
milwr~ys t0 three different watering-places, 
surely tho town \vhich vnts Recond in inlpor­
trmce, or third perlmps~r~s he believed Towns­
ville had tr~ken precedence latcly~was en­
titled to one. He certainly thought that in 
Jlockhan1pton, with the grerLt disadvantages 
she por<sessed as to climate, the people should 
have some facility for health's sr~ke of getting to 
a watering-place. Judging from the plans before 
them, the railway was not likely to be a very 
expensive one. He was informed thnt the land 
at Emu Park wr~s of a very valuable chr~racter, 
and of a very suitable de.,cription for a watering­
place, and, consequently, he was certainly in­
clined to vote for the adoption of the plans :mcl 
specificr~tions with the object of proceeding with 
its construction at once. He believed that the hon. 
member for Rockhampton was fully acquainted 
with the qualifications of the proposed wr~tering­
place at Emu Park, nncl he knew, from the 
knowledge he acquired from several visitors to 
Hockhampton, that it wns a line that was univer­
sally approved of, and thnt nil the people in the dis­
trict were anxiously waiting to see it commenced. 
He thought, r~lso, that it would be a profitable line; 
although he did not mean to say that there were 
not, perhaps, othe,, rail wr~ys in the colony that 
would take precedence over it. Considering r~ll 
the objects of railway construction in the colony~ 
nf encouraging people to settle elm\ n in the belief 
that if the resources of their district progressed 
sufficiently they would be entitled to a propor­
tion of the expenditure of loan money-- he 
thought the Committee would be acting unwisely 
if they refused to pr~ss the plans of th,;- proposed 
milwr~y. 

Mr. MOHEHJ<jAD said thnt, from what had 
fallen from the hon. gentlemnn who had just 
spoken, it appeared that his nrgument was that 
a watering-place should be provided for Hock­
hampton because Brisbane had three. He 
denied that Brisbane had three railways that 
could properly be termed railways to water­
ing-places. He appealerl to the hon. gentle­
man's own speech at the opening of the Been­
leigh extension to Logan Village, in which 
he sr~id, and the leader of the Opposition said 
also, that the line would tap large centres of 
population, w hi eh would be still more fully 
settled upon if the line were made. Therefore, 
he contended that the line from Brisbane to 
Southport was not simply a railway to a 
watering-place, and he did not think that the 
arguments of the hon. member for J\Tackay 
would hold for a moment. He did not think 
that in the pre,ent state of their finr~nces 
they should be called upon to vote a 

large snm of money for a railway which 
was eminently one of luxury. He would 
willingly vote 11 sum of money for a railway to 
Port Alma, which would be a paying one and 
benefit the whole colony; but the people of 
llockharnpton would not hr~ve that, becmJSe they 
thought it would affect the valne of city properties. 
They thought the holders of land in llockhmnp­
ton would be prejndicially affected by taking the 
ntilway down to one of the finest ports in Aus­
tralia. He did not think that city property 
there would deteriorate in value ; he thought, on 
the contrary, the railway would enhance its value. 
They were now aske<l to vote 11 8um of money 
simply to•provicle n luxnry for the people of 
Rockhampton, and the taxpayers of the colony 
would have to pay it. He, as the representr~tive 
of an outside district, protested against any such 
charge being mltde on the revenue of the colony. 
·where would it end? Rockhampton would 
next want a branch line to Yeppoon, rtnd the 
argument then would be: Brisbane hr~d three 
wtttering plrtcc·s, why should not Rockhampton 
have two? The present was not a time when 
they should be asked to bvish money on luxuries. 
They would have enough to do to look after their 
nccosRities in years to corne if the pre.sout Rtatc 
of affair.s continue<!. There w11s no necessity for 
the rnilway having been brought for\vard n.s it 
had l>een, and he hoped the J\linister for \Vorks 
would not take steps immeclir~tely to construct 
that railwny. Having regard for the highly 
critical state of the colony at the present time 
~and no one knew the straits it was in better 
than the J\1inister for \Vorks~why should they 
be asked tn "chuck" away £120,000 on a 
railway for the sybarites of Hockhampton? 
As to saying thr~t it would be a paying line, he 
denied thr~t that railway would pay for many 
yeLtrs to come. The J\Iinister for \V arks would 
surely not tell them that the Sandgate line was 
paying'? He would ask him that now. \Vonl<l 
the hon. gentleman sr~y that thr~t line was 
rmying? If he mmlysed the figures he would see 
that that line \Yas not such a speculative under­
taking on the part of the Government. The 
broad grounds of his objection were that the pre­
sent was no time to wr~ste money that they had 
borrowed in undertakings which would not be 
remunerative. He said that if they were to 
wastetheirmoneyin that way the time would come 
when it would be vointed out against them 
thr~t, instead of using the money which had been 
lent to them in developing their resources, they 
were wasting it in that frivolous way by con­
stnlcting railwaytl to \Vatering-plu,ces frmn towns 
that were not of the first importance even in 
Queensland. 

Mr. SHERIDAN sr~id it hacl been remarked 
thr~t the wealth of a country was its populntion, 
and he could not see why it wonld not pr~y any 
country very well to afford the means for popu­
lation to reach the se[tside and preserve their 
health, and, for sanitary reasons, enjoy the 
benefit which seaside residence gave to the 
population. Therefore he said the railway 
to Emu Park would be a great benefit to 
the country. His object in rising was not 
simply to say that he would vote for the 
adoption of the plans and sections, but to take 
exception to what fell from the hon. member 
for JYiackay wit.h reg:1,rd to the first, second, and 
third towns of the colony. He would remind 
hirn~ancl he was quite sure that facts would bear 
out what he was going to say~thr~t the second town 
in the colony was J\Ir~ryborough. J\Iaryborough 
ha<l a larger population than Rockhampton or 
'l'ownsville, ::tnd it hr~cl a large number of 
industries. It had foundries and various other 
industries and resources that scarcely any other 
district had. It had gold and other minerals, 
and, as he had before stated, it had a population 
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that was several hundreds in excess of either 
Ilockhmnpton or Townsville. He did not make 
those remrtrks with a view of conveying any slight 
to Rockhampton or Tuwnsville. On the con­
trary' he wished thenl to progress, ana even 
surpctss :\Ituyborough; but he believed :Yiary­
borough took the le::td next to Brisbane. He 
was surprised at the hlm. member for lVIackay 
making such statement.; in regetrd to the leetding 
towns of the colony. 

Mr. BT,ACK said he wished to explain to the 
hon. memLer, who wets RO sensitive about J\bry­
boroug·h, thett when he referred to the precedence 
whL;h one to1vn 1night clailn over ~tnother, he 
111ea.nt from a revenue point of view. 

Mr. SHETIIJJAX said it was true thett the 
revenue collected in Rockhampton and Towns­
ville was much in excess of that collected in 
Maryboroug-h, but it should be borne in mind that 
on the greater portion of dntiable goods consumed 
in Maryborough the duty wn,s paid in Brisbane. 
The way to estimate the re;-enue proYided was 
according to the number of the population. 
Divide the revenue collected in Brisbane pro­
portionately to population among- the other towns 
of the colony, am! it would be found that the 
revenue collecte<l in l'viaryhoroug-h was much in 
excess of the other towns which h,td Leen named. 

Mr .. JORDAN said he ag-reed with the hon­
membcr for JYfaryborough in saying that the 
wealth of a country was in its population. It 
struck him as an absurdity that they were to 
spend ten millions of money in making railways 
for the miserable handful of population they had. 
He hn,d no hesihction in saying tlutt they could not 
expend ten millions of money profitably unless they 
increased the population to a very large extent. 
He wets very glad that the proposed railway was 
to be made, more especially when they took into 
consideration the statement that a great deal 
of the country through which it passed was s':it­
a!Jle land for settlement. That was somethmg 
which pleased him. He did not know how many 
lines of railway they had had before them during 
the present and past sessions ; and in every case 
it had been stated without hesitation, by the 
Minister for \Vorks, that there was a con­
siderable qmmtity of land in the hands 
of the Government that was suitable for 
settlement. He was pleased at that because it 
entirely dispelled the ridiculous statements he 
had heard from time to time that there was no 
more land suitable for settlement by a fmm­
ing population. He was very glad the Emu 
Park line was to be constructed, for another 
re:tson-because it would clear out of the way 
an obstacle which he understood existed in 
reference to the South Brisbane Railway. The 
hon. member for JYiackay said the wants of 
the South had been carefully attended to 
but they had heard nothing about the extension 
of the South Brisbane branch of the Southern 
and \Vestern Railway. The plans they knew 
nothing about. They had asked for them 
again and again, but they could not get them, 
and he understood that it was necessary 
some plans from the North should be dealt 
with first. He was glad they had got one 
set of plans from the North at last, because 
it cleared out of the way one obstacle to the 
extension of thi> South Brisbane Railwav branch. 
He wished to take the opportunity ,)f saying 
that his constituents were highly dissatisfied 
that the wants of the people in :::louth Brisl1ane 
were being ignored to a great extent. Fifteen 
or sixteen years ago they expected that the great 
railway which was first made was to be extended 
from Ipswich to the capital of thd colony, and 
thn,t it was to go via South Brisbane ; !Jut by 
some jerrymandering, which he did not pretend 
to umlerstand-by some skilful manipulation-

that line was brought into North Brisbn,ne at a 
very much increased cost. The people of South 
Brisbane considered they had a claim on that 
ground, and the late Government had conceded 
that elaim by making the branch of the 
Southern and \Ve,tern Hailwn,v to South 
Brisbane. Now they had the" railways to 
the Tweed, the Logan, and to Tambourine, all 
in course of com;truction, and a very large 
pa,s.:enger traffic wonlcl s1'ring up in connection 
with them, but there W<ts no possibility of the 
passengers renchh1g town except hy taking a very 
long route indeed-do,vn Stanle:v street, over the 
bridge, and then into Britlbane. A long tirne ago a 
very influential deputation waited upon the l\lin­
hter for \Vnrkf< and got a promise that the South 
Brisbane Branch would be extended into Mel­
bourne 8tl·eet; bnt they \Vere no\v given to 
understand that there was a pos.,ibility of that 
idoa not being carried ont. His constituent:-; 
were much annoyed about it. Possibly they 
lmrl been treated so because some of them 
were not very loyal supporters of the Govern­
ment. He wanted to satisfy his constituents, nnd 
should vNy much like to see the plans of the ex­
tension of the South Brishanc line into l\Ielbourne 
street laid 011 the table of the House. Now 
that the plrrns uf the };mn Park line harl been 
laid on the tnble one difficulty had boon 
cle"red out of the way, and he should like to 
hav<" an ascmra11ce that the extension to J\[el­
bourne street was actually guing to take place. 
He was afraid he should be asking the :\1inister 
for \Vorks questions again, in spite of the possi­
bility that he might be considered very obtrusive 
and impertinent, n,s to when they wonld have the 
plans of the South Brisbane extension laid on the 
table of the House. Perhaps the hon. gentleman 
would be kind enough to tell them that they 
would be the next submitted to the Committee. 
If so, he would be satisfied. 

The MIXISTEH FOR WORKS said he rli<l 
not know how many times he had told the hon. 
member for South Brisbane that it was the inten­
tion of the Government to extend the South 
Brisbane Railway into Melbourne street. Ho 
could not, however, say when the work would he 
commenced; the hon. member would have to 
wait till the plans were prep>~red. 

Mr .• JORDAN: They are prqmred. 

The MIXISTER :FOR WOHKH: They are 
not prepared. 

Mr. JORDAN: I have seen them. 
The MI~ISTRR FOJt WORKS said the 

most important thing in the whole affair had not 
yet been prepared-namely, information as to 
the value of the bnd that would have to be 
resumed. If the hon. gentleman thought he was 
going to rush him into that matter he was greatly 
mistaken. He (the Minister for \Vorks) wanted 
to ascertain the area and value of the land to be 
resumed. Home was not built in a day, and the 
Hailw::ty Department could not do all the work 
they had in hand at once. Let hon. members look 
at the plans alrea<ly laid on the table, and they 
would see what an »mount of work they had to 
do. He would like to see some llf those plans 
cleared away before introducing many more. 

1\Ir. 1IOREHEAD said he would call the 
attention of the :Yiinister for \Vorks to one point 
in connection with the rail wn,y before the Com­
mittee. How did the hrm. gentleman propose 
to meet the deficiencY that would be created, 
seeing that the e<timatcd cost of the proposed 
line ~Yas in excess of the an1ount set dnwn in 
the Loan Act of 188-l' In asking that lJ1testion 
he ,.-ould also allude to the only railway, the 
plans, sections, and book of reference of which 
had been pn,s.sed by the Comrnittee-nmnely, 
the Isis branch railway. The amount set down 
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for that line in the J,oan Act of 1884 was 
£20,000. The hon. gentleman told the Com­
mittee the other night that the line inclusive 
of buildings, etc., would cost £39,000,' or almost 
double the amount voted by the House for tluct 
purpose. IIow did the hnri. gentlernan propose 
to mC\ke up that deficiency? He (:\Ir. l\IOl'eho:td) 
would now ad vert to the rail way under dis­
Cll>'·ion. The amount provirled in the Lonn 
Act of 1884 for that line WC\s £G4,000, and the 
e:otimated cost now put before the Committee 
was £87, !300, which wa;.;; an increase of nearly 33\ 
per cent. Ad1nitting, for the sako of argnr~tent, 
th"t the decision arl'i Hd nt by the Committee 
in passing the Loan Act of 1884 wns, th"t the 
amount to be borrowed should be allocated 
mnongst certain line~, on a certain basis, 
they found that, in the case of the Isis 
branch lino, it would cost about double the 
amount sanctioned by the Committee, l1nd 
they were now asked to l1uthorise the expencli­
ture of " sum for the Emu Park railwny, 
which Wl1S one-third in excess of the mnount 
voted in the Lom1 Act of 1884. If sums 
of money were to be voted in excess of the 
amount l1IIOCl1ted under that Act, someuody 
must suffer-some districts must suffer. There­
fore, hon. gentle1nen interested in rajlwnys 
would hl1ve to lJe,tir tlwmse!Yes while it was 
yet dny, before the night came, when no 
man could work. He thought hon. members 
could hl1rdly hl1ve looked at the Lol1n Act, 
when the;; so readily voted £39,000 the other 
night for the Isis bmnch milwl1y. He believed 
that the sum of £87,000, which the hon. "eutle­
nmn sl1id would be the cost of the Emt~ Park 
milwl1y, would in no Wl1Y meet the cost of that 
l!ne, as he had it on good authority thl1t the 
lme would cost nearer £5,000"' mile than £3,500. 
The Minister for \Vorks lmcl l1dministered '' 
very severe repriml1nd to the hon. member for 
South Brisbane on the subject of compen­
sation for bnd through which it Wl1S expected 
the extension of the South Brisbl1ne line would 
Pfl;SS. H"d the. hon. gentlenmn given the Com­
nnttee l1ny esttml1te of the ::truount of com­
pensC\tion thl1t would hl1ve to be paid for land 
to be resumed for the }~mu Pnrk rail Wl1Y? 
He (Mr. Morehel1d) repel1ted that if they were 
to vote sums of money for mihvl1ys in excess of 
the mnount provicled in the Lol1n Act-if money 
Wl\S to be Wl1sted in the way it would be done in 
connectic)n with the two lines so fnr brought 
before the Committee-then those who cmne in 
l1t the t"il of the hunt would lmve nothing loft 
for their railwl1ys. He would like to know from 
the Minister for vVorks how it Wl1S proposed to 
make up the extm money rer1uired for the con­
struction of the works mentioned over l1nd l1b<we 
the sum voted in the Loan Act of 1884? 

Question, as amended, jmt, and the Com­
mittee divided :-

Ans, 3~1. 
Sir T. :Mcllwraith, )fessrs. Archer, Chnbb, Alancl, 

Brooke:s, l•'ootc, Black, :Jia,crossan, Rutledgc, ·white, 
Groom, Jordan, ·wake1ield, Bailey, Bmtitic, Bucklancl, 
Sheridan, Higson, Smyth, :J.Iellor, Salkcltl, l1'crguson, 
Diekson, :!\Iacfarlanc, JHiles, Griffith, Dntton, }Ioreton, 
Kates, Isambert, Campbell, l.Yallace, Annear, and Scott. 

1\m:s, 5. 
:I\Iossrs. lVorton, Govett, Hamilton, }forehead, and 

Nelson. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
The House resumed, l1nd the CHAUlMAN re­

ported the resolution to the House. 
The redo!ntion Wl1s l1dopted. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion Wl1S agreed to :­
By Mr. CHUBB-
That there be !aiel upon the table of the IIouso all 

Corre>;pondencc between the l\linister for l\Iines and the 
Bowcn Gold Prospecting Association with reference ton. 
subsidy of £-±00 for gold prospecting. 

CUSTOMS DUTIES BILL-COJVIMITTEK 
On the Order of the Dl1y being read, the 

SpeC\ker left the chair, l\nd the House went into 
Committee, further to consider this Bill. 

On clause G, l1S follows :-
" \Yhcn goods arc imported into Quccnslnna which, 

in the O]linion of the Uolleetor of Customs, ccrtillcd by 
him to the Colonial 'rreasnrer, are a snlBtitutc for kucnvn 
dutiable good~ liable to a 1ixcd rate of duty, or possess 
11roportie~ substantially tlte same as those of such 
rlntialJlc goods, the Governor may by Order in Council 
direct that a duty be levied on such goods at the same 
rate as that p:l\-able on such dutiable goods or any le"~-; 
rate speci1ic<l in the Order in Council. 

"Every such Order in Council shall be published in 
the Grcette and ono other ne-..vs.paper publisliCd in 
Qncenslan<l, and a copy tl1creo[ shall be ke11t exhibited 
in theloug-room or other public place in every Cnstom­
honse; and a copy of every such Order in Council sh~Lll 
lJe foriJnvith laid before both Houses of Parliament." 

The COLONIAL TllEASUREH sl1id he did 
not think it nece~-ary to make any further 
C<Jmment upon thl1t cbusc. It Imd ueen fully 
explained on the second reading of the Bill, 
and l11so when the re;olutions were before the 
Committee of \V "'Y' l1nd JVIeans, rwd he under­
stood it hC\d received the bvoumble comment 
of the hem. member who led the Opposition. 
It would be seen from the 2nd pamgraph of the 
cbnse tlmt "' copy of every Order in Council 
levying snch n duty l1S wr>R proposed Wl1S to 
be bid before both Hou.•~es of l'l1rliament, and, 
further, that it wa ,, to be published in the 
Gacette l1nd in one other newspl1por published in 
Queensbnd, l1nd " copy Wl1S to be exhibitecl in 
the long-room or other public pll1ce in every 
Custom-house. 

The HoN. ,J. M. MACIWSSAN said th"t on "' 
former occasion the Colonial Treasurer, in speak­
ing about the cll1use at present under discussion, 
to!rl them that it Wl1S similar to the bw existing 
in Kew South 1Vl1les; but Wl1S it not a fact thl1t 
in New South \V ales there Wl1S l1n appel1l from 
the decision of the Collector of Customs? The 
cbuse proposed gave the Collector of Customo 
power to decide what goods were substituted for 
nther goods thl1t were dutiable. He believed 
the same thing existed in New South \V ales, 
but if lw Wl1s not mistl1ken there was an l1ppel1l 
there from the decision of the Collector of 
Customs, who Wl1S sometimes put right on the 
nmtter-the appel11 Wl1S sometime:; succe·.1sful. It 
Wl1S scl1rcely right thl1t they should put such l1n 
arbitrary power into the hl1nds of the Collector 
of Customs, who certainly acted solely l\nd 
wholly in the interests of the Government 
of the day. 1t would be much better if the 
power were put into the lmnds of some disin­
terested person. He thought that in New South 
\V nles there were three commissioners who were 
l1ppointed to decide in cl1ses of l1ppel1l whether 
the Collector of Customs Wl1S right in his decision 
or not. Perhaps the Colonial Treasurer would 
be l\ble to inform the Committee how the CC\se 
stood in K ew South \V ales? 

Mr. SHERIDAN sC\id that under the Customs 
Act cases of thl1t description might be referred 
to those commissioners. They frequently hl1<l 
been referre<l to those commissioners. It l1pplied 
to Queensll1nd l1S well as K ew South vV l1les. 

The COLOKIAL TERASURER sl1id the 
wording of the New South \Vl11es Act Wl\S as 
follow;-cbnse 133 :-

" \Vhcncver any article of merchandise then nnkno-..vn 
to the Collector iS imported which in thr opinion of the 
Collector or of the commissioners is apparently a substi­
tute for any known clutiable article or is apparently 
de,.,igncd to evade duty but posse~.:;es properties in the 
1vllole or in part which e1n be used or were intended to 
be applied for a similar purpose as snch dutiable article 
it shan he lawful for the Governor to direct that a duty 
be levied on such article at a rate to be fixed in pro­
portion to the degree in whi0h such unknown article 
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npproximn.to~ ln Hs qun_litic;:; or nsc.-.:. to f:nch tlntinlJlc 
article an cl sncli rate tllH-" fixed shall he pnhli~;ltetl in a 
'1'rea~m·; ortlcr in the Owe/le Hntl one othnr JH-lw::;;papcr 
]lllhli~:;hctl in ~ydncy and cxhihitccl in tl1o loll~-romn or 
otlwr p11hlic ]!la< 0 in tile CnstOJll-lHm~c. ~\IHl a eOlJ.Y of 
all sneh order:,;; ~hall wltlLont unnee~~ .. ~:::;ary dclny he laicl 
before both Hon~il~ of l)arliamcnL" 

liOX01.i!L\BLE 1\IEmmn~ of the Oppo:;ition : 
Tlwre is more tlmn that. 

The COLUXIAL TlUCASl~RER: Th"tis tho 
\\hole of the clau'''· 

The Ho~ .. r. M. l\L\CEOSSX1\ said he lmd 
no doubt that was the whole of the clatbe, lmt 
if the Treasurer rc:td the whole of the Act he 
wnnld find that there \V:-t:-; a power given, ontsido 
of the Act, to dt,oic!B upon the Collector',; 
decisions. It \Vas like a conrt of :1ppeal, an(l 
smnetilnes thg Collector W<-L~ incorrect in hiK 
deciRion. He lmd the information on the VOlT 

best authority. " 
The COLONIAT~ TEtEASrRER sai<l the 

Coloni:tl Sc{;l'ett.try had pointet1 out to hha that 
uncler the 80th :->oction of their own Cnstmn~ 
Regula.tion .. Act there ·was an appeal b1 the 
t~-oYernor in Conncil. Tho dmhe Haid :-·-

"In ca.:-~c :my <-:neh m~t...,ter. O\Yner. lnoreliant. lm~ 
110rttT. :;;hippm·. e.\jJOrlcJ·. or ugenL ,•·!tall reel lllm--elf 
H,!.!.';..;l'iP\'('(1 1)~' 1-hc dP1Cl'lllillatiolt or LilO ''olh d.or l)l' 

'J'rea . ...;m·el' ill an\· ol' tlle ('!l~c-; ai'nrr...;:lill, m· han~ all\' 
gTOtttld of COlll];lnint. a~ain~t Hlt.Y o1tieer in re:o:.1w,•L tir 
auyt!Jiug U.<mu or Olltittud t.ohl~ doJJu hy snell otlir!'l' i11 or 
a,lJont the c·xc<~Htion oflii~ sncl1 pcr . ...;on ....;lLallnlJOll an 
n,pvli<':ttion in \~,Titing to in Conncil, to l;e 
1llHilC within one \W ,;le aftrr ~nelt t'l.etcnnination. whi<~h 
applieation shall~tatc tl1c !-illh..::taucc of lli~ ('Oln),Jaint. or 
the rea~ons of ltis (_hssali~Ltetion with .•melt dntermina­
tioll, lJc cnt.itle!l to han~ the fads and dremn~tanees 
of sneil cotntllaint or <letennination illqlllt~~_·d i11to." 

And then the Governor in Cutmcil ap)H>intcd 
per~wns to in(plire into it. 

;yh. l\IOTn;HK\]) cai<l it must be perfectly 
well known to the Colonbl Tre ,,snr;T that the! 0 

was n. boanl of ad vice or reforence~or n. boanl 
of appeal as it 1night be cr.Jlcd~consisting of 
three contntissioner~, in l\ ew :.:;nntb \V ale~, two 
of 'vhnnt he could nmuo ; and to tho~e per~on:-; 
CfLKe..; in which the decision of the Collector of 
Customs was disputed were referred. llid the 
hon. f{entleman me.m to tell him th<et thoro was 
the sanw opportunity for app"CLl in this colony? 

The COLUKIAL 'fimMlFlriUt: Yes. 

Mr. MOHEHEA D : Then who are the gentle­
men who form the board of nd vice ? 

The COLOXIAL TICEASFJmrt srri<l that 
the hem. gentlewan W<LS perfectly correct in 
stating that there l'·cre commis,sioners in ]'\ ew 
South \Vales to whom euch an appeal could Le 
made, but umler the 24th clause of the Customs 
Regulations Act of l'\ ew South \Vale,; their 
decision was to be subject to the disrtllownnce of 
the Governor in Council. So thnt th~ appeCil 
rested virtually with the Governm in Ommcil. 
The same power he harl pointed out existed in 
this colony under the 30th cl:tuse of the (lncens­
l,.ml Act which he had just Cjuoted. 

:VIr. MOREHEAD said he differed from tho 
hon. gentleman. The same power did not exist 
here. There W<-~H a filtering procmm to be gone 
through in Ne\v South \V::tlcs. rrhere wa~ a, 
middle board or bo<ly to he referred to before the 
question had to be rlecided by the Governor in 
Council. Accorrling to the rnlo laitl clown by tlte 
Colonial Treasnrer~-if he under,stoocl him rightly 
-the appeal under the present Dill woulcl have 
to he made direct to the Governor in Council. 
An ::tppea.l to the ~Executive Council ngainst a 
decision arrived nt by" member of the Executi,~e 
Council himself was not likely to be of much 
avail. In New South \Vales; a reference was 
to be made to a body of gentlemen who stood 
between the Collector of Customs and the final 
appeal. There the <rnestion to be decided was the 
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difference hetwoen the deci.,ion arrived at by the 
Collector of Customs and the cleci,Rion arrived at 
by the connuiH:-:;ioncr~. Tha.t waH the r1uestion 
that wa,; rlccidecl by the Governor in Conncil, 
and it was vastly different from the state of 
afbirs propo,;eclnnrler the present Dill. It was 
a very much improved state of affairs, and it 
won1c1 he n, good thing if the Colonittl Treasurer 
would introduce into the 1neasure an an1endnwnt 
so as to make tho law similar to that prevailing 
in New Snnth vVales. 

The COLO)[IAL TEEASL'RER said he dicl 
not think any benefit mmld accrue to the public 
frmn the ap1:oint1nent of cmn1uissiuners. On the 
contrary, the administration of the department 
would only be rendered nwre cntnberHOllle. It 
was not desir:LlJle to inflict any unnecessary \V(Wk 
upon the people who had lmsiness with the 
Custom,; Department. 'l'he pre,oent system had 
worked very well, and no complaints had been 
nnvle, nor 'had any case of hardship oCClU'l'el1. 
Jton. 1lJCtnllm·s seenwd to ignore the fact tl1at 
the object of the cbnse "''" simply to legalise 
whnt wn"' being done by the departnwnt at the 
prn:-:ent ti1ne, an<l which nlight furnbh rnatter 
for litigation nt any lllOlllent. It v,ra~ not intro­
dncing any nmv practice into thn dcpn,rtlnent. 
2\o doul1t ""'" entertained as to the propriety 
of the cha.rgt~;-; that wore lleing nmdc, still it wa;:; 
open to the public to challenge the1n at any 
llWlllBHt, a.ncl snbject the Llcpartlnent to a great 
deal of incon \ ~.:nience. 

The Hox. SrH T. MciL\YRAITH said that 
at fir,,t he had a goo<l deal of sympathy with the 
chuse, and thought it was grefltly wanted. The 
n1nrc it \VaK inve:stigatcd, however, the n1ore he 
fonml that it <lid not contain those good qualities 
which the Colonial Treasurer believed it to 
po.-;:-;cs::-:. The hnn. gentlcrnan i!rtid its object waR 
kin1ply to leg:1lis0 what was the actual practice 
in the CnAtoms DevHtment at the present time, 
bnt he fmgot that he was putting the Collector 
of Customs in the position of a judge of the 
Snpremo Cmn-t. lTnder the existing system 
both the Collector and the importers knew that 
thev had the fhtr of the law before them. If 
the Collector made an improper decision the 
law conhl l1e appealed to, and the Collector, 
knowing that, ''""" indnced to act with a great 
deal of jmliciousness. '\.'he effect of the clause 
would be to put an immense power into 
the Collectm''s hands~ a power tlmt certainly 
OHght not to be given hirn. rrhe Collector of 
Customs wonlrl have to decide, without an 
appeal to the law c<mrts, certain things which he 
decided before with an appeal to the law <"ourts; 
and very strong reaRnns indeed ought to be gi \'811 

before they altered the existing law in that 
respect. T,ook :1t the evidence of the )lOWer 
given to the Collector of Customs :~ 

"\Yhen g-oocli' nre imported into Qnce11sland whicll, 
in the opinion of the Collector of C'nstom~, eertiticd h~· 
lnm to the Colonial Treasurer. are a snhstitntc for 
known dnt.iable g·oocls liahlc to a fixed rate of duty." 

Parliament, in hnposing n. Outy upon n certain 
specific article, never intended that every other 
importer! article which might be used for the 
same pnrpose should he subject to the same 
duty. Supposing, for in:<tmiCe, Pmliament im­
nnsod a dutv of 1:<. a bushel on maize, an article 
\vhich was ,;,,eel for hor<e-feed, it rlid not follow 
that rm import duty of 1''· a bw;hel should be 
charg-ed on oats, because they ahm 'Yere hon;e­
feecl. And yet that w:ts what would be done if 
tho clause were allowed to become lnw. The 
Colonial Trea -=:.urer would sn.y, "Oats are used 
as hor,e-feed in the same way as maize; I 
will aek the Government to issue an Order in 
Council putting a cluty ~1f ls. a bushel, ;m oats." 
It would be giving a power to the I reasnrer 
and to the Collector of Customs that was never 
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contemplated by Parlimnent. The clause, he 
th<;ngl:t nfter full considemtion, wns n most 
obJectwnnble one. It was not the ease and 
co1.n~ort of the Collector of Customs, or of 
l\Innsters, thnt should be consi<lerecl. but 
the ease and comfort of the public-of the 
nte!chants n,nd il!lporterR. Snppo:;ing ce1'tain 
artiCles had been Imported year >Cfter year and 
!he impor~er~ had laid out ·r: good rleal of rn'oney 
Ill est~bhslunr a connectiOn for them, and 
8uppo•nng the rreasn1·er were to :-mddenly corne 
rlnwn with a. t>Criff nf that kind, he might cripple 
a long-st>Cndmg trade, or even stn]J it entirely. It 
was twcessary that an importer should 'know 
exactly what his expenses were-the amount 
of duty he had to pay. Under that clause 
if a merchant imported goods at 5 pe{· 
cent ad ndo?'C'In duty, he might find, after 
the goods were landed, that he had to pay 
a different tariff altogether; rmd that tooi< 
uway from his certrtinty. Parlimnent was the 
body to change the tnriff; and to give such 
';t'defined but evidently very large powers to the 
Government and the Collector of Customs wa.~ 
objectionable. It would be far better to hear the 
~xisting evils, especi.ally as, according to the 
rreasurer, no complamts had been made and no 
h:trdships incurred. The only effect of the clause 
would he to remove a very wholesome check­
that was, an appeal to the Supreme Court if the 
merchant thought the Collector of Customs was 
not acting according to law. 

The COLOI\IAL THEASI'RER said it 
might he inferred from the speech of the hon. 
gentleman that the Government intended to 
make a sudden change in the turiff. 

The Ho:-.r. Sm T. McTLWHAITH: \Yhat I 
said was that it would give them power to do so. 

The COLONIAL TREASUHE1l said all 
that was intended w e~s to legalise the action of 
the department in regard to commodities that 
were of an uncertain character. He had pointed 
out, when in Committee of \Vays and .Mee~ns 
that there was a growing difficulty in the depart: 
n1e~t, owing to the increased ilnportation of 
urt1cles used as substitntes for other articles on 
which a higher rate of duty was charged ; and 
unless those m·ticles were exactly defined in the 
schedule, at any moment the decision of the 
Collector of Customs might he objected to. 'l'he 
clttuse had been found of great advccntage in::-\ ew 
South \V ales, und had not been attended with 
those <lisastrous results anticipated by the leader 
oi the Opposition. It was certainlv not desirable 
that the Collector of·Customs sh01ild continue to 
perform that particular duty without feeling 
sure of the legal ground on which he stood. 
He had introduced the clmme with the object 
of conferring upon the Collector of Customs 
the rig·ht to decide as to the value of those 
commodities, and to save him frriln the per­
plexity which must continue so long as the 
matter remained in f1 state of uncertctinty. 
The best argument he could use was the advai1-
tages which had been felt in New South \V ales­
where there was much larger trade, and where 
no doubt a much larger number of articles of an 
uncertain character had to be dealt with-from 
the operation of a similar clause, which had been 
commented upon by the Comptroller of Custxm1s 
of that colony in a memorundmn that he read to 
hem. members on the first night that the resoln· 
tions were com,;idered in Committee of \V a's and 
Meam. It would not affect the tariff at the 
present time. It was not with that view that he 
introduced the clause, hut because he considered 
it a saluta.ry one. Of com·se hon. me m hers of the 
Oppo;;ition were always _avert>e to entrusting 
plenary power.~ to the Governor in Council. 
They had u wholesome dread of that until they 
assumed the responsibilities of office themselves, 

when their opinions in that direction unrlcrwent 
qnite a cha,nge. HoweYer. they need not ilnagino 
that under the clause the GoYernment were 
going to make a crnsade against all the im­
porters in the colony with a view to disturb the 
ordinary com·sf\ of trade. He sulnnitted thut the 
clause was a very salutary one-that it would do a 
grc":Lt deal of good in the (lirection of 1naintnini11g 
fair play, and not give aclv,J,ntuges to i1npnrtel's 
who encouraged the speculative nta,nnfa0tnre of 
goodH for the pnrpm~e of introducing thmn at a 
lower mte of duty thrm the known :wticles. It 
would do a. great mnount of good by checking 
that unfair specuhttive trarlc which was now 
being cbily enlnrgecl. 

The HoN. Srn T. l\IciL WRAITH said if the 
Treasurer would t>Lke the stutement which ha<l 
been published illustrath e of the OJ>eratiun of 
the clause, und tell the Committee on which of 
the items the Collector of Customs ha<l got 
into difficulties, they would be able to under­
stand the matter hotter. He ha<l looker! 
do·wn the first colnnin-froni "ahnund C<:t.kes '' 
to " Chinese flom "-while the Treasurer 
''*as speaking, and he could not see any diffi~ 
culty in dealing with the ttrticlcs mentioned. 
Supposing, for instm1ee, that the Collector of 
Customs cnme to the conclusion thn,t ttll those 
articles shonld Jmy, not ad nrim·em, but fixed 
duties, the same a' were payable on the articles 
in the second column he believed the Committee 
would say he was perfectly justified in doing so. 
At any rate, he was quite sure that nobody who 
imported those m'ticles would ever dream of 
appealing to law to ll]Jset the decision. He wa'l 
certain thut no man who imported "ulmond 
cakes" \Vould appeal against the decif-iion of the 
Collector of Customs if he held that thev should 
rxty duty as ,, biscuits" ; and the sarne with 
regard to "anchovy llatito " being chttised as 
"preserved fish." He would like to know where 
the difficulty came in, because, reading down the 
list, the matter seemed as plain as poSRib1e. He 
knew that difficulties had ari,,;en at times, hut 
they could not have arisen in regard tu the 
articles mentioned in the list. 

The COLOKIAL THEASURER said diffi­
culties had arisen in regard t<' the ite1ns n1en~ 
tioned. Although no one in his senses would 
imagine that they furnished uny ground what­
ever for doubt or dispute, yet some of them 
had formed the subject of most voluminous 
correspondence with the Treasury. Jcor instance, 
under the head of "prepurations of soap" there 
were soap po\vder, bornx soap, and several thingH 
of that sort which served ull the practical pur­
poses of soap in the prepared form, and which 
harl been admitted at wlm/ore;n. Then there 
was "chocolate and milk": it would he said at once 
that that should pay duty as ''chocolate," hut 
it was of a different character to the solid choco 
bte upon which a duty of 4d. per lb. could l>e. 
levied, uml therefore it was admitted at ad 
1xdorem. 1-[e cou]d not go through the whole li:;.,t, 
Ih>t hu ving had experience of the whole of the 
details, but that was u fair sample of the 
perplexity that had arisen in connection with 
the admission of several of those articles. He 
could only say, in reply to the hon. the leader 
of the Opposition, that there hctd been frefjuent 
appeals made to the Treasury in regard to 
similar articles concerning the duty demanded 
by the Collector of Customs. 

l\Ir. l\IORI<~HEAD: \Vhy do you allow an 
appenl in such ca,es? 

The COLOJ'\L'L TREASUREH: It was his 
duty to receive any representations sent to him 
to see that no injustice was unwittingly per­
petrated upon any member of the public, 



Customs Duties Bill. [8 SRPTE~rBER.] C1rstoms Duties Bill. 595 

Mr. :\IOHEHEAD said he won!tl like to see 
thP correspondence the hon. ;;·entlenmn ha<! 
referred to as having t[Lkcn place rekpecting· 
some of the items mentioned. He thought the 
Collector of Cutitmns was very nnwh wanting in 
fin11ness-he 'iYa::o~ so1Ty to :-;ay so-if he could not 
decicle such matters at once. 'l'bere need be 
no difficulty whate.-er about nine-tenth,; of the 
articles enumerated on the list if the Collector 
of Customs just put his font down, said what 
his decision was, and that if the importer did 
not like it he could go to law. 'l'he rue~tter 
was too absurcl. He objected, with the 
lea,der of the Opposition, to the Gth clau;;e, 
because it distinctly took mmy from any 
impmter the right of appee~l which existed ''t 
the present time. He \Yas to be left "'ldy rtt 
the mercy of the Collector of Customs and the 
Colonial 'l'reasnrer, for rtn appe<tl to the 
( :overnor in Conncil wonld be only an appee~l to 
the Colonial Treasurer again. ] [e did not see 
why tlw Tree~surer should not adopt the syctem 
in existence in K ew ::louth \V ak<-that was to 
have a rniddle board of con1n11S~loners to 
whom 'tn im)Jmter coulcl Cljl]!eal a;;·e~inst the 
dc;eision of the Collector of Cukt.nns. lf the 
cmn1nissionen; agTeml with the Uollector thel'l: tlH' 
nmtter ender! ; hut if there was any clifference of 
opinion an nppcal wm.1l<l lie to the (;ovenwr in 
Council, and then and only then w~t:-; the Trcasnrel' 
brought in to offer his opinion or to deciJe the 
rna,tter ; and even a.fter that deci:-;inn was given 
he believed the )J>trty could appeal to the 
Snprerne Court against the decision of the 
Governor in Council. There all t.hose rights were 
left in the hands of the snbject, but it was 
proposed by the clause to take away every one 
of them. There would be no "'Jlpeal whatever 
except the nominal one to the (}overnor in 
Council, so that after the Collector of Cnstoms 
and the rrreasurer had given their decision the 
nnfortnnate importer muot give up all hope. He 
did not think that they should be called upon­
lJy a LilJeraJ Gov-errnnent--to lJa.s~ legi.-;lation 
that lfs.seued the rights of the subject as that 
clanse most di;;tinctly die!. It was ]JUtting utterly 
despotic power in the lmmls of the 'l'reasurer and 
the {~overrnnent for the tin1e lming. There waH 
an amount of freedom before, because, as the 
hon. the leader of the Opposition had pointed 
ont, there was r~lways the right of appeal to the 
Snpreme Court-the Collector of Cnstoms lmcl 
that before his eyes find so h:1d the importer··­
bnt now the Collector was to be placntl in the 
position almost of an absolute monarch who 
coulcl do jnst as he pleased. It wa>~ certainly 
not a step in the right direction. He clicl nnt 
see why they should make the Custmns ltegula­
tions any stricter than they were at present, or 
why the liberty of the impurter should be more 
trammelled the~n at present. He hoped that the 
'rrea~nrer would see his vvay to let the exi~ting 
state of thing.s continue, or, f>tilin<;· thrtt, that 
he would adopt the system that preYailed in 
New South \V ales. 

The Hox. Sm T. McTL\VRAITH said the 
clause in the Customs Regulations Act of K ew 
South \Y ales relating to this CJ1ICStion sairl :-

" 'rhenovlT any article of merchandise then nnknown 
to the collector is imvortcd. 1vhich in the opinion of the 
collector or of the -'ommi.:.:,sioners is apparently a substi­
tnto for any knmvn <lntiablc goods," etn. 
They did not do there what was proposed to be 
done here, which was to gi.-e power to the Col­
lector of Customs and the Government to raise 
the duty upon articles that at present came into 
the market paying arl 1·alorcm to fixed duties. 
That was not the intention nor the effect of the 
New Sonth \Vales Act. The power there was 
only given in case of articles previously unknown 
to the Collector of Cmtoms, and it would not be 
:1 bad thing to gi.-e that power to the Collector 

bore. The Parliament in New South \Vales 
fixr~d the articles on which duties were to he 
paid, a1Hl then they 1nade lJrovi.-;ion agajnt'!t the 
introduction of other articles made in buitation 
of those on which duties were charged. \Vhat 
w:1~ nnw propo.-;efl wa.s to giYe the Collector of 
Customs power to revi;;e the tariff. The Colonial 
Trr-asnrer had referred to preparations of soap. 
:;'{ow, that probably did not convey any very 
clc,u· idea to the minds of any hem. member, an cl 
the Colonial Trectsurer should. have explained it to 
the Committee. The man who introduced that 
article harl L.een selling it for n nmuber of years; 
he had established a good trade; and his right 
to introduce the article without paying specific 
dnty had never been challeug·ed, or at any rate 
the Collector of Customs had been frightened to 
go to law on the subject. The Colonial Treasnrer 
;ww'came and tried to get e~t that man by a side­
wind. That was not a fair way to treat Parlia­
ment. \Vhen they were revising a tariff they 
nnght to know what they were about. If the man 
wu:-; right in getting his goods by only fJ::tying 
the rrd mlm·cm dutv, it was not fair he ,hould be 
made to pay a dn"ty the Honse never intended 
to impose. He (~ir T. YleTlwmith) believed the 
wlwlecLmsewasframed vrith the Yiewof getting at 
one or two n1en ; nnrl if tlu1t were the ca:-;e, why 
;;lwnld not the specific articles be pnt in the taritf 
so that they 1nigbt know what they were doing? 

The COLOXL'cL TREASGREit said he 
could as.onre the Committee there was no inten­
tion on the ]JUl't of the Governn1ent of haraHHing 
any one ur two men. He had simply mentioned 
tho::;e cn,se~ lJecau~e correspondence had con1e to 
him in the Trt·a,;ury with reg;ard to them. The 
hon. 1nern ber had n1ade a. good point in saying 
tlmt the 133nl clause of the New ::louth \Vales 
Act only ga•. e the Comptroller of Custom.s 
authority in case.:; lvhere article~ were i1nported 
previons.ly unknown to him ; but the working 
of the Act did not hem- out that view. He 
wonld r·cnd ag«in to the Committee an extmct 
from a report made to the Colonial Treasnrer 
of New ::lonth \Vales by the Comptroller of 
Cu,;toms with regard to the effect of that clause, 
anll it would be seen that most of the ar'ticleH 
rurntinned were by no nwa.ns ne\v, althong-h they 
h:td afforded an opportunity for evading the 
Custom,. The Comptroller of Cu,toms said:-

" 'l'lle l:~::fr!l section of the Customs Regulation .. let 
lms been of great Yalne in the fir~t collection of Unties 
i1nposcd lJy t.llc tariff. lnthont this elanse, aml by a 
liternlrealllllt!: of items cllargeahlc with duty a.s imposetl 
b\· Parliament, the }mrpo~cs anrl intcntionK 0t sueh 
t;txationlllight be eYadcd by misdt '>erivtion of entry, Ol' 
by cli~gnising the articles. 'l'ltc effect of the clause ltas 
lJCOlt to illllJO:·;e a dtccl;:, and the aclnmtage or that 
elJecl{ will beeome speellily apparent if its action is 
withdrawn. rnw amount o1' Cn.-;toms dnty saved lJy the 
OllCr,ttion of the elan~e is ncgntiYc in charaeter. 
bnt we have daily illnstrations of its valne; aml even 
tlwn;.?;h so f:.hort }l time has elap~ed since doubt has 
been thro\n1 on the YRlicljt.\' of the clause in tgw.;;tion, 
I haYC l)<·;_;u tln·cat.oned with claims for the refund 
of duties chargct1 {I think fairlyJ nnder its prOYisions. 
I give n i'ew of the it8mS under wh ieh the vsard 
scetion lms l)een made to apply :-Aeid, acetic, as 
opposing dnty 011 vinegar; beer, condensed, ditto on 
beer; benzine. ditto on tnrpentine; Japans (variom•l, 
thtto on varnish; can1ly, clitto on sugar; t~nrLridges 
containinp; shot, ditto on shot; cartridges eontHinhlg 
powder, ditto on powder ; casement~. ditto on ~ashes; 
cm;t.orine, ditt.o on ea'::-'ior oil; chicory root, dtit.o on 
chicory: chillies, gronnd, ditto on spices: chocolate 
creams. (litto on confectionery; ehocolate sticks, ditto 
on chocolate: chromes, ditto on paints; cigarette.:;, 
ditto on ci.:~'ar~: frnits, canned, ditto on preserves. I 
"\Yill not rh•k becoming wearisome l)y continuing the 
list. whh:h I am sure migl1t he extended to more than 
20U sevaraie articles to which 1're(1uent additions arc 
1nade." 
Now. none of those articles could be classed as 
havil;g been new to the Comptroller of Custom;;. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\IoiLWRAITH "'"id the 
hon. member lutd only proved that in Xew 
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South \V n.!es the Comptroller of Customs lutd 
gone a long way beyond the law, and that 
should simply make the Committee careful 
about the power they put in the hands of 
the Government by an indefinite clause. The 
pmdtion of the (}overnlnent was very good 
at present. They had actually l'aised duty on 
all those articles, and none of the importers 
had taken advantage of their right to appeal 
to a court of hw. That showecl that the 
Government had been collecting the duties fairly. 
So far as he could see, there had been no hard,hip; 
and if there httd been nel'vonsness on the pttl't of 
the Treasurer or the Collector of Customs lht 
they should be obliged to appear in a law court, 
that was only what they must expect to undergo 
in the performance of their duty. A man no~v, 
who imported ttny article., know \\hat duty he 
had to rmy; but if they gttve the proposed power 
to the Collector of Cnstnms no merchant was 
safe. At the present time the merchant knew 
that if any action wtts taken by the Collector 
he harl an appeal to the bw. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER sttic\ that 
since the adjournment for tea he had given 
coni:dderation to the argTnuents n1ade use of 
by hon. 1nmnbers regarding the ah"ence of any 
appeal, under the clause before the Committee, 
to the Governor in Council, and while he did 
not see the clangors \Yhich \Verc represented 
as likely to accrue to the community throngh 
the absence of such ttppeal, yet, with a view of 
protecting the public he lmd consulted with the 
l'remier, and with his asoistance e, clause hac\ 
been printed, which he intended, with the perrni,,­
sion of the Committee, to add to chmse G. It 
would Le observed that the original clause said :--

''G. 'Vllen ,goods are imported into Queensland. \Yhieh, 
in the opinion of the Collect or of Customs, f'ertified. by 
him to the Colonial Treasurer. arc a snhstitnt.e t'or known 
dutiable goo<ls liable to a fixcclrato of ttut:v. or pos:::;oss 
pl'0}1Crtics substantially the same as t.ho~c of such dnti­
ahle goofls, tllc Governor mrty b.\" Order in Council tlircct 
that n dnty be levied on snch gootl.s at the snnc rate as 
th1Lt payable on sneh dutiable goods or any less rate 
specified in the Order in Council." 

He now propoeed to amend the cbuse by pro­
viding that instead of the Uovernor in Council 
issuing the orders the J\Iinister shoulcl do so, ttrHl 
the following ttddition would be proposed to 
follow at the end of the clause :-

"If any importer or other llerson by v;rhom dnty is 
pa,yalJle in respect of any such goods disputes the 
correctness of the rate of duty so delermined by the 
'rrcasurcr, he may appeal from the 'l'rcasurer's order in 
the same manner and snhjoct to the same condition.::o a/:( 
arc prcseribcd by the thirtieth section of the Customs 
Aet of 1873. And therefore the same proeeeLlings shall 
be had and taken as a.re pre::<cribcd with respect to 
appeals under the provisions of that section." 

Hon. members would notice that it wtts neces­
~;ary to substitute '~ 1-finister" for "Governor in 
Council," inasmuch as no appeal conld be mttdo 
from an order of the Conncil. It was the 
l'vlinieter who would direct or approve of the 
ttction of the Collector, and upon the action 
of the Minister an ttppeal could be made directly 
to the Governor in Corrncil. If hon. gentlemen 
would refer to the 30th section of the Customs 
Act of 1873 they would find in what manner an 
appe>tl would be conducted. The section said:-

"In case any suPh master, owner, merchant. importer, 
ship11er, exporter, or agent shall feel himself aggrieYed 
by the determination of the Collector or Trea~urcr 1n 
any of the cases aforesaid, or have :my ground of com­
plaint against any ofliccr in re~pect of anything done m· 
omitted to be done by smeh oftlcer in or about the r-xccn­
tion of his duty. such person shall, upon an application 
in writing to thf' (~overnor in Counci1, to lJe made 
within mw week after sueh determination, which apvli­
cation shall statu the snbstanctJ of his comvlaint or the 
renRons of his dissatisfaction with such cletonnin2-Uon, 
be entitled to have the facts ancl eircmnstances of sneh 
coml)laint or determination inquired into," 

He thought thfLt would be ttn improvement on 
the proposed scheme. It certainly relieved the 
public from any apprehension of ttny arbitrary 
conduct on the pttrt of the Collector of Cm;tomH 
or the Treasurer in judging of the vaJue of itn­
portecl goods. If hon. members would consult 
their copy of the Bill ancl follow him he would 
point ont the >~Iterations proposed to be mccde. 
In the 31st line it wtts proposed to omit the 
wor·d "Governor" and inflert the 'i"vorcl '" Trea­
surer" ; in the same line to on1it the words 
"in UounciP' and insert "111Hler his hand''; 
in the 34th line to on1it tho \Vord~ "in Council"; 
in the 3Gth line to omit the words "in Council"; 
in the 38th line to omit the words "in Council"; 
ttncl ttt the end of the clau.;e to add the ttmend­
ment which he had moved. 

The Hox. Sm T. :i\IciLWEAITH saicl the 
scheme of the GoYemment was changed with 
regard to the clause before the Committee. \Vhat 
Viras proposed to be done now wa:::; to provido 
that the Collector of Customs should report to 
the Treasurer, who vvould n1nke an order, and 
from that order the importer had the right of 
appeal to the Governo:c in Council, \vho was to 
appoint two per.sons to inCJnire into the snbject­
ma.tter of such appeal. There was still some 
v~tgueness about the n1atter. Of course the 
G·overnor in Council wg~ :·m pposed to be gniJ et 1 
by the report of the persons appointed to invc ;ti­
gate the complaint. 

Mr. CHUBB said he was glad the amend· 
ment had been introduced, because it wtts quite 
clear that the Treetsurer was a little in error 
when he said the Customs Act gave the rig·ht of 
appeal. It was perfectly clear tlmt the right 
given hy the Customs Act woulcl not apply in 
<:.cses that might arise nmler the Gth cbn>cl of 
that Bill. He had intended to ct~ll attention to 
that het immerlitttely the Committee resumed, 
!Jut the Trettsurer had anticipo,ted him, and he 
\vas glad to see the hun. gentle1n<1n introduce 
the amendment. 

The HoN. Sm T. l\IoiLWRAITH said he 
would like to hear the Treasurer exphtin the 
amendment a little more fully. \Vhat improve­
ment was it upon the present bw? They were 
now nw.Jdng a change in the law, and they ought 
to nlake it clearer. Supposing, under the prm;ent 
circumstances, the Collector of Customs or Trett­
snrer ertrnte to a certain decision \vith regard to 
the ttmcmnt of dnty to be levied nn certain gooch, 
then, according to' the an1endn1ent, tho ilnporter 
might appeal from thttt decision to the Governor 
in Council. That was the law at the present 
time. Then wlmt improvement was made by 
the amonclment? There was not the slighte't 
difference in the two provisions tts far as he could 
see. 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER said thttt 
upon the Treasurer issuing an order under his 
hand it would Le at once publicly announced 
\vlutt was the action taken with regard to certain 
m·ticles, which at the pre"ent time was nncle­
termined or unknown. It would also enable the 
Collector of Customs to know that he was 
acting on sttfe ground and that his action 
w<ts confirmed. U ncler the original Act there 
was tt doubt whether the right of appeal could 
be mttintained. He was f[Uite willing that the 
right of appeal should be maintained, and, with­
out wishing to ttltcr the existing lttw with 
regard to the right of appeal, he thought it wtts 
well that the articles cvmcerning which clouLts 
had arisen should be known to the public as 
bearing a specific mte of duty. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWllAITH sttid he 
understood that by the action proposed to bo 
taken under that clause the public would know 
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sooner than they did under the present bw that 
certain articles would he subjccte<l to a certain 
duty by the Treasurer. 

'l'he COLONIAL TREASUTIEE: Yes. 

The Hox. Sw T. 1\IuiL\VlLUTH emicl that 
virtnfllly the law would remain exactly as it was 
now withont the amendment. But there was 
mwther nspect of the question. That amend­
rnent 1night lr:td to something. worse. .._q_t 
the present time they had certain fixed duties, 
nml those wonld appear as the tariff of the 
colony; then they would h:1ve running alougM 
side that tariff certain Orders in Council, or 
orders of the Treasnrcr, which would not have 
the Fame effect as the tariff but which mig-ht 
be appealed from. Now, wns it worth while to make 
a confw~inn in the laiw' which \Youlcl give so very 
little ad ,-antag·e to the public? The information 
the 1'reasnrer wanted to cmwey to the public was 
that he wonld take certrLin action when certain 
things WPre intro<lucecl. There would then be, 
:ts he (Sir Thonms l\fcllwraith) lmd said, two 
tariffs-one the tariff of the htnd, another the 
tariff or onlers of the Treasurer, which mig-ht be 
appealed from to the Go\·ernor in Council. That 
W<nlhllJe an inconvenience. The ~Crea~urer·woulcl 
certainly gain by the Jli"Ol""al, but he would be 
creating· confuoion in the tal'iff. He hoped the 
lwn. gentlen1an nnclerHtood what he tneaut-~ 
namely, that there wonld he re:clly two tariffs, 
one of which had received the sanction of 1\cr­
limnent, and the other the tariff d the Colonial 
Treasurer, which might be ttppcn,led from to the 
Governor in Couneil. 

'J'hc COLONIAL TREASUIU<:n said he did 
not fulluw the hon. gentlen1an. }fi~ nrgutuent 
war; Ycry ingeniously pnt. There were not, 
ho,vever, two tariff:-;. The tariff \Vou]d not in any 
Wie:V be alterml, but a chossification of the articles 
which might be affected by that tariti would be 
,,,t once laid before the public. The tariff fixed 
cluties which were payable upon a certain com­
moditY. Commodities w hi eh were introducccl 
into the colony would either hm·e to pay the 
fixe<l duty imposed upon the goocb for which 
they were substitutes or wonlcl be <eclmitte<l on 
]mymcnt of the ad mlorC/11 duty. Instead of 
e::;tabli~hing <t new t::triff the :_uneudnwut would 
Himply enal>le them to make a classification of 
the substituted goods as they arri,·ed, nncl they 
w•mhl, as he had sair1, either be admitted on the 
ti xcd dnty p:ty;dJle on the known connnoclity or 
at the ((d trrlol'cm dnty. The ta.rifi'would re1uaiu 
nnalterecl, lll!t the cbs:oilie:ttion wonld be made 
HHH'e intelligilJle. 

J\rr. CH lTBD said in that crcoe the bst liml 
of chtnse G would have tc• be altered, because 
it said "or any less rate specified in the Order 
in Council." It g<-tYe the Treasurer po\ver to 
make the rate less than the tariff. 

The COLOKIAL TllEASrRl<;R said he was 
oblig-ed to the hon. gentlcuuLll for 1 lOiuting nut 
the defect in the clause. The intention was 
not to alter the duties iixed on goods, but to 
define whether goods shouhl come in under the 
fixed rate~ or uuder rut 'L'alm·c1n dutv; and he wa~ 
willing to mu it the vvord~ "'or any "rc~'i rate Hpeci~ 
tied in the Order in Council." 

The Hox. Sin T. ::\IciL\VRAITH saicl that 
if the chmse was passecl it would have to l1e 
worded in a. peculiar way ~o nti to draw the 
llUention of impmte1·s to the fact that certain 
t1ntieK were hnried but we1·e Hnbjeet to H·PlX:al to 
the Go\ ern or in Cnulldl. There ·were two cla·~He:-:i 
of dntie,,-one fixed by Ltw, the other by the 
Treasurer on the Ordero in Council. The hew 
said that all sorts of preservecl {ish and so on, as 
:-;ho\Vll in the :-;econd colnu1n of the li~t uf :lrtich·~, 
\Vere •'-;ulJjcct to certaia fixed dutit!;:l; hnt alou;;­
,icle were the orderii of the Trecccury tu :,ay that 

almond cakes an<l so on were to be taken as the 
articles in the adjoining column opposite which 
they were placed. 'J'hey would have to appear 
as points not absolutely fixed-not the tariff of the 
colony, but the pmctice of the Treasurer in levying­
duties. \Vas it worth while for the small amount 
of g-ood that would result to have such a cum­
brous system ? The Colonial Treasurer had told 
them that the clanse was introduced for the 
purpose of getting over a smccll departmental 
inc(lllvenionce; but a greu .. t public inconvenience 
\Vas being i:mbstitnted. 

The COLONIAL THl~ASURER said the 
clause 1night be taken a8 an excellent interpreta­
tion chwse in the interests of the mercantile 
community. The hon. member for Dlackall, 
baYing- had expmience of the department, could 
bear him out in s<tying that it would do <eway 
with '" g-ood dei1l of misrepresentation. 

Amendment pnt and passed. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TRK\­
S1TREH, the words ''under hi.-; hancl '' were 
substituted for the worcls "in Council," in the 
3ht line. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TRgA­
St,TI~Elt, the word~ '' (Jr ~tny less ra.te specified in 
the Order in Council" were omitted. 

On the motion of the COLOKI1\L 'J'lm>'~­
Sl-:-REH,, the word~ "in Council" were 01nittod 
from lines 35 and 38. 

The COLONL\L TREASURER moved that 
the following- lJe added to the clause :-

U any itnportcr or otltel' 11cr:son Uy "\vhonJ. dnty is 
}layablo in re~vcct or a.uy such good~ rlispulr'~ the 
<~orrer~hk.;;c~ or t.hc rate of duty ::-;o rletcnHincd 1Jy the 
'l'rea:·mrcr, he lll:t.Y avpeal from the rrrca:o:;nrcr's oriter in 
the s:nnc 1n:mncr a nU :-;ubjcd to the :-;amc <·onditions as 
arc prcscriberl by the ;-J(lth ~cetion or the Customs 
~\.et or 1813. ~tnd therct'oretlle .-::nnelH'Oeeedings shall 
lJe had and taken as are prl·"cribed wit.h respect. to 
apputls under the lll'OYisions of that section. 

The· Hox. Sm T. 1\IciLWH,_\.ITH :;aid that 
the 11ew paragraph shonlcl read, "subject to the 
:;:tmn conditions as are prescrihed by the 30th 
nml snbsertnent :;eution:; of the Customs Act of 
1873." 

The COLOX IAL TREASl;HgE: Those sec­
tiom are consequent npon the 30th section. 

The 1-Iox. Sm T. J\IoiLWEAI'J'H said the 
30th, 31st, 32nd, .'l:lrd, 34th, 3"ith, and 36th 
sections dealt with tlwse appeah The clause 
should not cite the section at >Lll, bnt simply 
say " a • prescril>ed by the Customs Act of 1873." 

The COLOXL\L TRK\SUH.EIC sai<l he 
thoug-ht it better to cite the section, and it 
would certainly be more convenient, as the 
Cnst0111s ..c\..ct was a very long one. 

l'\Ir. CHUBB said the point was that the 30th 
section dicl not include the whole procedure. 
There was only one mode of appeal in the 
Customs _\et, aml if the clause said, "'1.' ;we 
prescrihe·1 by the Customs Act of 1873," it would 
include the whole of the procedme. 

The ATTOR:\EY- GEXERAL (Hon. A. 
Jtutledge) o;tid it wets really immaterial. The 
cbuse indicated the section in the Act in which 
the mocle of appeal was described. 

J\fr. CHUBB: It does not. 
The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL said that what 

happened after the appeal was made tu the 
(~-overnor in Council wa:; Het out in the follow in~ 
,;ections which were clepemlent upon the 30th 
section. 

A :ncmchnent agreetl to; and clause,aH anmnU.ed, 
put anc1pa8Secl. 

On cbnse 7, as follows :-
.. When :Ln~- goorh:, whieh in a raw or nnmann­

Ltc!Hro(l ~.tat8 wonlfllJc littblc to a lowet• rate ot clntv 
on iHlllOrtatiou, are before illlportatwu :.,ttbJU~tell t;J 
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anv treatment whieh, in tile opinion of the Collcrtor 
of 'cn~tom . .,, emti1iotl hy him to t.ltc Colouial 'frea:-::nrcr 
~md eontinued by the 0olonial 'l'rcasnret·, has been 
applied hy ''tay of pa.rtia.l eonYer:-:;iou, or )ll'l'­
paration for the eonnm·;ion. of RlH'h ~Of~ds mto 
an m·tiele of mcrt•hancliRc "\Vhi<'lt wo11ld be llah1e 011 
importa-tion to a higher rate (!f dnty. hnt ~o that. the 
~oolls f'annot fairly he char~eLl with ~nell higher rate, 
thou snch goods shall be liahlc on illliHJrtation into 
Qnccnsta.nrl to dnty a.t a rate t' JHal to one-half of the 
dn1 v 1vhieh \Yonltl be charp;cahlc npou the article of 
me1~dmnclise into whit·h they ha ye lJCcn so partially 
converted. or prepared to be erm\ccrtcil." 

The COLO:'\IAL TlmASL:REH Raid the 
clause had al"' been explained on a previous 
occasion, and in Committee of \Vays and J\Ieans. 
It referred to g-oods arriving in the colony in a 
pcutially manufactured strtte. He had given the 
inBtance of pork, which arrived ~,a,Jted, and 1Yas 
received with an (lrl ndorem duty of some­
thing less than ~d. per pound, aml after 
being t:mbjecte(l to a proces>-' of :·anoking in 
the colony it virtually became bacon, which 
,/,',aid an irnpmt duty of 2d. per pouncl. 
1,he intention of the clause was, without dis­
paraging the introduction of ttn ttrtide for 
llHlllnfactnre here, to have a duty nvon a 
partially manufactnred article more approximate 
to the value of the >trtide into which it wa.s to 
Le manufactured. He atlmittocl at <>nee that the 
cla.ns!.i': introduced a. new tariff, and would require 
n new cln..-:;~ification. ]i"or in:-;tmwe, they conl(l 
not charge upon vnrk in :-;alt the fixw::l duty 
charged upon bacon. lly the cL1Ut>J3, if passed, it 
was intended that it should be charged at half 
the rate charged upon L<Lcon~namely, ld. per 
pound. 

The HoN. Sm T. ?.fuTLWlL\I'rH s;cid he 
thought the clause would be ,·ory u.seful, hut he 
'\V'tmld like to know ho\v the Trea:-mrer catue to 
the concln,;ion that half the duty should be 
charged. In some ca.ses the proce"' undertaken 
with p>trtinllv maHuh"ctured article'" would go 
n long way utcnvard:-; their con ver:·ion into the 
duthtble articles, but in other c:"es the vruce's 
1night g-n only n snutll way. In what wny clicl 
the Tri""nrer come to charg·o half the dnty of 
the dutiable article in all cases 9 

The COLONIAL THK\})lcH.EIC said it"'" 
thought the margin of lwlf the duty wonld be a 
i:mtficient encouragen1ent to cover tlw cost of 
manufactnre in the colonv. The' hatlnot bad n 
very large experience ;·,f articies that woultl 
cmue nndnr the claw:~e, which W<-1S introduced 
with a view of prepnring for a large quantity of 
g-ooch of that ehara,cter e01uing in. The actun.l 
dnty pai<l on ,;n.lt pork to which lie lmtl rufcnc<l 
was ~d. They thonght tlmt Llnty might be fairly 
r:ti;:;e<l told. \vitlwnt ditnini;;hing the indn:-;try, a.-; 
the odd pmn1y w()n1d ::tllo'N ~1 ;;nlHdeut lll~tr::.;·in 
to operate upon. He could not '""Y that the 
calcnlation was nmthcmntically correct ; at the 
smne time it was made in a spirit of fair play 
which should commend itself tu the Cowmittee. 

Mr. l' ALJ\IJ~U said he scarcely thought the 
clause was framed simply for the Jmrpose of 
providing " duty on salt pork. ttncl it would Le 
advisttble to enlighten the Committee on other 
articles which the clnuse \Voulcl affect, ae w'" 
done \vith clanso 0. There \VU.S rope-utaking, for 
iustance~Iww woul<l the impm-tation of hemp be 
affcctetl? ,\m! article,; used in paper-making, 
a.nd a, gootlnu.tny other rn~tnuf~tctnre:'i, \V{mhi be 
afiected by it. On all that the C<>mmittce ought 
to h::.tve ;;mne enlighte1uncnt, and then they 
wonlcl understand the clause " ;;-one! deal better 
than they did at present. 

The Hox. Sm '!'. J\IniLWRATTH said he 
would take the ca.~e of tnhn<'Co, \vhieh 1 Jaid :t dnt.r 
of 2;-;. Gtl. per pouwl. ~upposing <-1 111a.nnfactnrer 
nntrdde the colony worked np tobacco into the 
hot e;tage Lefure it Gecame cigar,;, ·"J that only 

one proces;; tcmainod to be gone tl;rungh before 
it became the tinishe<l articlo~Jf It was to he 
charged only ono-half the dnty of impor~ed 
cigar"", GN., it \\.:nuld get into the colony on ]><-tying 
only 2s. Gt!. per pound. Then there was the case 
of coffee. The onliuarv umnufa,(.:tnred coffee of 
connnerce paid Hd. pC'r i;ounL1. Suppo;;in}4' coffee 
was imported in such a str<to that I_t c!nly 
rP.<plirell smuc swall !Jl'OCP,SS to l~take It Int~ 
the ordin::~rY coffee of connuerce, It would get 
in at the ni:te of 3d., whereas the duty on raw 
cofiee was 4d. per pound. In th!'t case 
there wonld bn n < locrea;-;e instead of nn Incren,se 
in the duty. The late Government endeavour:ed 
to get ttt. the snme re,ult that the Colnnml 
Trew:>nrer \Vas now ttiming at, Lut ~hey cf;n­
sidered ea,ch article on it,, own 1nent~. 11 or 
iutitance, there \\ a.s a duty of 3< l. a lJound on 
stearine candles, cmd the manufacturers evad~d 
the duty by imp"rtiug the st,arine~whicl: pcml 
a good deal less~and matle the_ cccndle.s m tl~e 
colonv. Under that clau.se, stearme would ha\ c 
to paY only ljd. a, pouncl, w hi eh \Vat: a. go.otl deal 
too little. CoLLI<l n"t some mm1ns be deVIsed l1y 
which the judgnwnt of th_e Colonial ~rroa:-mrer 
111ight be C:\.ercised in fixn1t; the c!utief-) on the 
difiorent articles? Iu two of the mstances he 
ha<l IlleutioneJ the opcrn.tion of tLc clanne wo;Ilcl 
rc,"ult in a cli .. ,tinct lo" to the Treasury. l ar­
tially manufactured coffee wonld J "'Y n lower 
rate of duty tha.n raw coffee, awl tobac.:_~o. n~~Ulll­
fcccturocl very 110arly t<> the extent of the im:shed 
cigar \\-ould get in at the :~mne duty a,::~ onhna,ry 
tobacco. 

The COLO"C\IAL TltEc'cSL~REH said the 
hou. gentlenutn ha<l not lwen particularly h.appy 
in the C<1ses he h,vl selected, and lmd fmmshecl 
him with an excellent argument for the chtu.so 
they had jn.st J>eLs.sed. If tol,>accu or coffee cmuo 
into the colony in a partiCtlly mcmnfactnre;l 
state they would be at once caught by clause b. 
The Colfeotor hewing certified that t!lCY were 
sub,;titutes for the fully prepared article, they 
,v-oul(l at once be classed aR cigarl':l and ciJffee, 
and clmrc;·ecl acconlingly. \Vith rcgccrd to the 
rernark of the lwu. rne111bcr for Bnrke, there were 
.sc,·cml other· articles in ct<lclitiou to p<>rk that 
woult! he affect< ,l l>y the clause, Lut pork 
wa,; the chief at·ticle. l'ulp frnit w~" i1upm:tecl 
in 1:-tr(re <plcLntitie:· nt ~d. duty, as aganu-;t 
jctm \~hich was charged at the rate of ld. lJer 
pou{,cl. That might fctirly l1e increased tu one­
hcclf of the cluu;;·e for jmn. Then there was 
lemon-peeL dried, which [-aid a Vol·y "I!mll ''Ll 
{rtforcm r~tte, a~ ag·a.in~t ca.!ulw<l peel whic,h was 
dtal'f-;·e,l 3d. per pound. Latel.Y there hact Leeu 
a lot ()f Imnon-peel introduced Hl a Jnckled forlll, 
\\.rhich l)Y scn1w hu·thor JH'cH . .if'"'-S uf uutntlfaeture 
was eon\'erted into cmulieJ peel, which paid a. 
duty of 2d. per pound. The list wae not a large 
one, ~•n<l the clau . ..;;e wonhl enable th.eln to ti ::' n .. 
rmtsomtblo mte of duty on the art1do.s wlnuh 
came nnder it. 

The Hox .. J. J\J. J\L\ClW;)SAN scoicl the 
Colonial Treasurer would nwro ca~ily 1nect the 
olJjection tlmtlmrl been raised bymyit~ing nHrefer­
encte to duty nt one-half, <one! put.tmg m the JH>wer 
to appeal, t"11e same as existetl in the other cbt~se. 
In :.:(lllle caseK the l'C\'enue would lose by fh.1ng 
the clnty n.t one-half tlmt on the tnannfactnred 
artide, antl in other ca.ses the duty would lxr 
increa.Decl too un1ch. By lc.tnug out the one­
half and ;.;i,·ing the 1""\·er to appeal, it ":onld 
make the matter fair for the Treasury, and fmr for 
the imp01-ter also. \Vith reg;arcl to the importation 
of pulp fntit, the hon. gentlem'w s_hunld have 
tolrl the Committee that althongh It onl'' pay.s 
olH'-ci~·hth of a penny pL'l' JHllllH1, it,-; coHqm~·n<l 
with jam, which pays ld. per ]><IU~ld, the artiCle 
i~ alnHHt entirely nuLnnfactnred In the colony. 
Thu lwn. ;seutler;mn :;lwuld alou have tuJd them 
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that there were hctories hem now which were 
not in exi:-:;tence twelve m· eighteen nwnth~ ~tgo, 
which employed a large numLcr of lmmls ; and 
they conRuruecl, in the continned Hla.nufacture 
of the article, a very larg-e 'unount of duti:tble 
goods which fully compensated for the clitfer­
ence between ;;d. on pulp fruit and ld. 
on jams. .AJI the tins and :t!l the ca,;e,; were 
umde here, there wa,; a duty on the timber, 
and there was also the value of the bbour. lf 
the hon. gent le man would only look around he 
would see that it w:'" a benefit tu the colony 
that pulp fruit should come in at ~)d. He 
(JYir. ::\Iacrossan) was certain tlmt the country 
gained more by it than by the imported article 
tot ld. He thought the suggestion he had made 
would meet the case entirely. 

The COLONIAL 'TREASURER said the 
argtunent of the hon. n1e1nber for Tovvnsv'ille 
rever,;ed what was arl ,·octoter! by the loader of the 
Opposition when de;tling with thefithclanse. The 
hon. gentleman objected then to the Treasurer or 
Collector of Cn~tonu; fra1ning n, separate n"nd Ui:-;­
tinct tariff, and he(theColonial Treasurer)thought 
it was far better tlmt the tariff it,;elf should be 
{lefinitP 1 although a classifictttinn of the good:-; 
might be made from time to time. The)· had p:cssed 
the 6th clause in th:tt form. There had been no 
alteration in the tariff, but J><n-. er of classitic:ction 
was given. But in the 7th chtuse there wa8, m; 
he lmd said, a distinct change in the tariff, and 
instead of leaving the matter in the hands of the 
Collector or of the Trec,,urer, it was better that 
the rate should be determined. He thought tlmt 
ono-half of the duty would be quite sufficient to 
protect the revenue, ancl at the same time it 
w_ould no~ be tot all oppressive, or in any way 
d1scouragmg to the unmanufactnre,! or partially 
manufactured commodity. Her1uite admitted the 
benefits that accrued from the establishment of 
industries such as· the hrm. member for Towm­
ville had referred to, and he had en de<>\ oured to 
encourage then1 by adulitting the un1nnnnfactnred 
article at a lower rate of dntv than the mann­
bctnred. It had been brought' in under ,;tringeut 
conditions that it Hhoultl not enter into con­
l::illlllption until it lutd undergone t_t further pl'oce:-;s 
of manufacture ; and he was of opinion th<et 
e,~en if it had to come in under the 7th 
clause the increased duty would not be ;et all 
oppressive. However, if theY were to have the 
clause in the Bill, it would be better to htove the 
duty fixed than to le<eve it to the Govermnent of 
the day to determine wh;ct it slwul<l he. 

The Hox .• T. ::\I. ::\L\CROSS,\X sai<l in th;ct 
case it wonlll he lJettel' to ilwi·ea.:-;e the dntv on 
eac)l torticle. That would Le frmuing a "new 
tanff. 

:Mr. ISA::\IBEWI' >mic! in considering the 
tariff it was the duty of the L~overnment not so 
nnwh to see that the reve1n1e wa::; protected, as 
that the general intere.,ts of the country were 
protected, and it:; inclustrie1;; encouraged. The 
industries of a country were its life; without imlu,;­
trieiS any country wunld soon con1e to the gronnd. 
\Vith regard to pulp fruit it must be remem­
bered that . before it lJectome <en arcicle of con­
smnption it was reduce<! hy ne:uly one-half, 
a.r~d, the1·efore, charging a duty on it nt the 
ra,te propo~ed wa:; very ueady the :-;a1ne a.s Wtts 
paid when it was nmnufaeturecl. If the importa­
tion of such fruit would interfere with the fruit 
produecrs of the colony it \Vonld be wroug to 
;_tt_huit it ~tt :-:;o lo\V a ra:-te, hut :-;o fa.r fro1u :-;nch 
being the cao;e he belien.{ that it mther ,;erved 
thern. The va.riety of fruit grown in Qw~en:-;­
bnd that w;cs :mitable for nlimuf:tcture into jmn 
was very limited, and the introduction of pulp 
fruit-choice fruit to which the public were acc\"­
tuiued---Hnt (JJll.Y eneonraMed the e;-;tallli~hlln.mt of 
j<tm factories here, Lut at the s:mw time ollered '" 

sure market for the surphu; frnit of the colony that 
\\onlcl not be sold in shops for urclinary consump­
tion. Therefore it was decidedly serving their far­
Ulers an(l frnit-g-ruwer~ ini"itead of ::wtiug againbt 
them. ::\IoreoYer, if jam was imported from the 
otherco1ouie3, ten toonethatthe:-:;ugar so irnported 
in the jmn would be a. foreign pruduct, while, on 
the other hand, if the jmn was manufactured iu 
the colony the :·mgar grown here would be con­
,;umed; an,) in the present depressed ,;tate of the 
sugar industry they n1nst be very jealous not to 
lose a single cu.,tomer for that article. l\esides 
that, packiug amounted to a considerable item 
in connection with the jam trade. }<'or inst:mce, 
the tins, the htbels, and even the very 
timber of which the boxes were made, had to 
pay dnty when entering the colony, and even 
when the timber used w:ts the product of their 
own forests, and therefore had not to pay duty, 
it had to pay a royalty ; so that it would be 
nmnifestly unfair if the duty on pulp was raised, 
particularly as the bllbiness of jam-making had 
not been very long established here, and also, 
becm1se the bctories had been e,;tabliRhe'l under 
certain conce:-;sions given by the Governur in 
Council. The Government should be very careful 
not to play with the industries of the colony. 
They lmd not oo many industries established 
that they could phcy fast and loose with them ; 
:mdnHh<t of the imlustries of the colony being 
no\V under <.t clonc1, those which \Vere in a 
fionrishing conditjon ought to be treated with 
the utrno~t care. To give hon. InmH1en; an idea. 
of how far tho,;e fnctol'it"' were a benefit to 
the colony he might sttote that he knew one, 
whi<'h had not been establi,;hecl mauy mouths, 
that wn;:; UO\V mnpluying a,lJOut fifty person:-;, with 
the pm,;peet of increasing the employment. lIe 
might ab•, state that at the present time the 
ja.n1 factorie8 in Ta::;rua,nia., \vhich, judging frmu 
the large buildings they had there-three or four 
Hturie8 high-1uut:t have been mnploying· frmn 
100 to 200 people, wore standing idle, or at 
the outside employing only about a dozen or two 
dozen people in preparing pulp fruit-that was, 
subjecting fruit to no other process than was suffi­
cient to keep it furexportnnd bring it to the colony. 
~ ow ,it \Vas the progre8s of the inchu·;try in the other 
colonieH that had injured Tas1nania, ancl t~.ueenH~ 
land was far more benefited by it than Tasmania 
vntH injured. One patriotic statcsrnan in Ta:..;~ 
1nania, who \Vas a nlBrnber of the J\lini:-;try, 
and ahm a jan1 n1anufacturer, h:td n1anaged to 
pull the wires tJo a,:-; to injure hiH enterprising 
ri\-;dKin the other colonieK. One ja.tnrua.nufttctnrer 
iu '1\ti":illlania h~td sons cHta.hliHhed iu other colnnie:-;, 
one of thmlJ in Brisb:me. He was erecting build­
ings .1nd ernployiug rnen, u,ud lJy giving hin1 this 
opportunity they had attmcted a most valuable 
colonist, for the mmmfacturer w to" the most 
valuable colonist they could get-he brought 
mouey, on which the colony had to pay no 
interest. He (Mr. Isambert) wtos very jealous of 
their imlm;tries; they had none to qmre, and he 
should do hi,; best to protect them. 

l\Ir. XOJtTOX mid he thought it woulrl be a 
mi,;take to impose to dntv on the pulp inl]Jorted 
for jam-making. \Vhen it arrived it was 
cmwerted to the same purpose as the fruit if 
brought in its 11.1tural E->tate, and the fruit vvas 
allowed to be illl]>Orted without any duty being 
paid. One rea,;on why they shoul<l be very 
C:t!'efnl in de<tling with the matter was that :tt 
the present time there was g!'eat clifticnlty in 
getting a sufficient supply of fruit to keep up 
the jam manufactures. He knew that, in 
the ca.'u of a factory estal1lisherl some time 
<-:h~O in ]{ockha.rnpton, they conld not get enough 
fruit to keel; thern going. It \Vas the sarne in 
Bri:-;bane, and \Vhen the fruitH of the country 
fai]e,[ they importer! fruit fwm the other colo­
nic,; and made it iuto jam tha,t would otherwioe 
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have been made out of the co!Pny. He <lid 
not t-)88 the slightest difference between the fruit 
in its natuntl state and in the pulp, exc,;pt '" 
difference in favour of our own indut3trie ~. The 
only object of importing- it in that :;h,tpo '' -'' to 
avoid the expense <.tnd lo:-:;s attending the carriage 
of the green fruit. 

:\Ir. FOOTE .<aid he agre0<l with the ,·iew of 
the last two speaker:; ,,o far as the import>ttion of 
fruit was concemed. If the clanse applied ouly 
to pork it would not much nmtter, but he was 
very jealous of the indu,trieil started in the 
colony which mnployed a large lnnnlJer of hand . ...;. 
rrhey spent lar~e 8Ull1S of lllOllCy Oll illliili6ration, 
<tnd they should lHe very e.trefnl not to drive 
population away. He h.lpod the Trcctsnror "onl<l 
modify the clause so that it would not bcctr on 
fruit,· otherwise he should feel obligee! tu \·ote 
against the clause if it went to <1 Ui rision. 

. Mr. l\'IOJCEHK\D said the e.tse stCLte.d lJy the 
ColoniaJ Treasurer wa,.., only g-iven in illu~tention 
of the clas.o of article the cbnse \\as intended to 
apply to, and it was a very bad illn,tration. Tt 
went to prove that the clan se, if pa""ed, would 
tend to Htra.ugle an indn.stry which \V,\S just 
HtrngglinA' into exbtence, and one w hi eh :-;n far 
had boon of benefit to the colony. It lmd reclnce<l 
the price of jam to the consnmer an<l h:vl uot 
injured the fruit-grower. J{e tlHmb·ht jt wa~ very 
unfortnnate tlmt the Colonial 'l'reasnror should 
have 111entioned pulp frnit n~ rtn in:-itance of the 
action whic;h would be brou.~·ht into force ]Jy the 
clmme. 

't'he COLOXL\L THK\SU1mlt "''i'l that 
if pnlp fruit had hocn the only article on the list 
he ~hould never have thought of :~uln11ittiug the 
cla.n1')e for the consideration of the C~mnnitte<'l, 
He thonght hon. member.' lrad not rec~cl the 
chuse very carefully, or they \nmld h<we "'en 
that it was entirely optional with the Trcasmer 
to take action in the matter. 

;',Ir. XORTO:l\ : That is the objection to it. 

The COLOXL\L TllEASFREH : The Tru,t­
t:;nrer nTight not think that pn1 p huit wa.-.; one of 
the articles on \vhich he waN ju!::ltit-icd in cha,r;;ing 
" higher mte of duty. He tlwug·ht that up to 
tlue present time the importer:; of pulp fmit lntl 
been pretty well scttisfied that the Go\·emment 
had no intention to oppress them. The .subject 
of the pulp fruit W<-lS n question to \Vhich hu had 
given a. good Jea.l of ctttenti(ln when it\\ a:; bronght 
before hin1. If thuy wure dealing- with pn 1 p 
fruit alone there would Le no uet...:e0~·'liL\· fur the 
dnn.,e. " 

:\Ir. ClfUBH sai<l tb:tt if he nnderotoocl 
rightly green fruit Uoro no dnty. rrlw cL-tn-;e, 
therefore, would not npply tu pulp frnit, '" it 
referred only to artideil liable to duty. 

The Ho:> . .J. M. :\L\C lWSSAX s:cid that 
pulp fruit was a i''wtially manuf:v Lured m·tiole, 
and the chnse would >cpply to it. l [o would point 
ont to the 1\·ca:-;urcr, whq :-;:Lid IuenllJcr;-; on the 
Opposition :-;ide had nnt read the clau.-;e C[urnfnlly, 
that he had said it wa' loft in tl10 bands of the 
Collector of Customs to decide what articles 
Rhonld be admitted at half the rate of clutv 
payable on the mannfactured article', and they 
all knew that it wa,; the duty of the Collector 
of Ctmtmns to rai::;e a.-.; 1uuch ron~.nne as he 
}JON':::i111y could, without reference to the en~onw 
rage1nent or 0:;ta.bliK}nnent of any indn:=;try in 
the colony. It wa:-: a dangeron:-:: power to lcJxc 
in the hand,, of an officictl who,e clnty it was to 
collect money. Hon. mem lrer.o of that Com­
mittee had mwthm· duty to perflll'Hl. 'l'heir 
duty W:t~ not only tn protect the rt'.\'Plllli\ 

bnt to eHcmu·w~·e thn e.-.;tabli~lllnent of 
iudustrieH. Therefore, the;;- h,e<] rea<! the 
olau.,e very C<trefnlly, with the intention 
of protectinc;· an inclu.otry from the gra,ping 

'warice of the Treaenrcr and hi,; Rnpporter the 
Collector of CnHtorns. He hoped that the hon. 
~entlmnnn would rccon.-·d(1er the clauNc and 
~Iter it in Rttch a way as would Knit the views of 
the Conuuit~ce and not he opp1·es:-:i\ e to any 
indust.rie:; which were estttbli~hed, or n1ight be 
est<tbliohed, in the colony. 

Mr. MACFXRLANJ<: said he thought they 
had hit a happ:y 1neditun by propo.sing to tax 
parti~tlly 1nannfactnrecl go(){1s at half tho 
mte of duty payable upon the 11.rmmfact1~l·cd 
article. That rate mmld be rpnte sullicwnt 
to protect the Treasury and at the same tillle 
Ycould not deter the mmmfacturers of the 
nrticle here frmn continniug to i1nport the pulp 
fruits and other Mticle:;. The clttu·,e would 
1 ;rotcct cnrers of bacon and lJork a::; \Veil as 
cnconragc people to ;.._;To\V fruit r~ther thnu 1 1ay 
duty on the pulp fruit. He ditl not sec how any 
t;Teat lmrdship could er1sue from the clause a:; it 
stood. It would protect the revenue am! en­
coura.~·e industries iu the colony. He had very 
fre(1uently hoard grower:s of l)acon ccnnplain of 
nut recei dng any enconrn~mnent, :tnd he 
be.lieved that if the imvortecl article were 1nore 
heavily taxed they mmlcl be able to compete 
with it snccessfully. He ,,lwuld :;nppmt the 
cln.nse :t.-; it stood. 

::\It\ J\i()ftl':HEXJJ sairl that what had fallen 
fr01n tlw lwn. gentlelwln cmnpletely bore out 
the ar"·nm<mts brouu·ht forward lJV the hon. 
gentrm~en ou the oP11o"it-ton ~idc (;·r the qonl­
mittee, aml that wn' that the taxable artrcles 
Hhonlc\ be e;chednle<l. Tlwy had heard from tlw 
hon. member fm Dnu<iaulja that the pulp fruit 
shonl<l not be t>txcd, aml they hacl heard from 
the hon. meu1her for Ipswich that n ''unll tax 
slwnld be levied. ]'\either of the taxes pro­
pused were provided for in any schedule, and yet 
they were 1Joth brought out '" typical cn.~< '};'the 
.~tatement hanclcd to hon. members, Ihcre 
appeared to be no difference of opinion with 
reg"trd to pork. '11 h[Lt 1night be \rery fttirly 
~c.:hednled for the reasons g·i ven by the Trea::mrer 
and ~1ther~ ; but with reg';~nl to the ( tn~>...;tion of 
pulp fruit he thought it might be elwwn that it 
tlicl not come mlller the ht lino nf the 7th 
clan~e, '"'hieh I'ef,·ITed to good:-:; which, iu a raw 
or numannbcturc, l 'tate; would be liable to a 
lower r<cte of duty on impmtation. That conk! 
hardly be called anythin~· lll<Jl'e or less than 
1llllllaJlltfacturcd, bcc:tuse the nutnnfactnre conl­
lnenee(l frmu the iiH1e of it·" being lmuled 
in (~nCClhLuHl. rl,he whole operation, he had 
lJenn inf~Jnne<l, th:Lt tliC fruit wa;-i proYiou:-;}y 
;,ubjt·<..:ted to W<U:i lJoili11;; UJ! tu a <..:crLain JHlinL; 
HO tl1at lw tlwu~·ht it llli'Jlt IJC very fairly du.s­
c:riLcd, .-,u far a.-; the 7th clause was coneerned, 
as an article in a rnw otate. Ho thuu:;·ht 
the Coluninl Tl'e~lKUrer had 1w1de a, gTeat 
1ui~,takc in citing tha,t ns one of the tyt)ical 

bee tn:--:u he lnn:-;t loww biln~·Hlf that lw 
tu its beiu~· accepted by the Customs as 

nn a.rtidc in a raw ;.-ta.tc, and he nnl:..;L abo 
know that a con:::;ider::tble nut1n1facturc, with 
hi· con,,ent :md appmval, had been started in 
Bri~bane. The Colonia.l ':eron.;:;;urer would, there­
fore, perc<'iYe that that article should not come 
within the provioion.s of the 7th clause. It hac! 
been admitted by the hon. member for Hun­
danb:t and other" tlmt it would be an lllllllixecl 
gtHHl to all cot1cerned if pulp fl'nit were a11owe(l 
to be introduced nt <-Llov.~cr rate, a:-; the general 
public W<ml,\ thns hanJ the aclvant:t:,;·e of having 
~·nod jan1s :Lt :1 Ycry lo\\- price. 

Mr. KJ<:LLETT wtid he thought the Colonial 
'rre:-t~un:r ulight ,-el'y fairly di,-.;pCll~e with the 
clan;,; rultogutlwr. TiLe nHn·c lw look ell at it tl1c 
le"' benefit he conl<l see to be derived from it. 
There were onlJ t\vo artide,--J InentioncLl, one of 
which w;v; pulp fruit, the duty upun which 
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the ColoninJ Treasurer himself saicl he did not 
i11tend to imvose ; w that that illuotration 
might be put on one side. 'l'he other ftrticle 
wa.s pork. He w.ts s•>rry to say that ther·e 
was very little good bacon nwde in the colony, 
except what \V~l;:; brought in <t hnlfMrn:-1de Rtate and 
smoked here ; so that if the proposed duty were 
imposed upon pork they would have to pay a 
higher price for the bacon, and he die! not think 
there would be n.ny great addition to the revenue. 
Therefore he thought both of tho,e tcr·ticles 
might be omitted, atH] that the elanse might be 
struck out altogether. 

J\Ir. GlcOOM said he was one of those who 
thought tlmt pulp fruit might be very well 
admitted into the colony free. At the last 
Exhjbition he took a great deal of intere.::5t 
in looking round local rnannfactnres, and 
he p,poke to one gentlenutn, w hm\e exhibits 
attmcted his attention by their excellence, 
awl nHkecl hiln \Vhere he got hiN fl'nit frmn, 
becauoe he knew there were sev~cml articles 
which could not possibly he m<tde in the 
colony. He saw several dooens of black­
currant jam and jolly, and knowing that no 
lJla.ck ClUTfl..nti:i were grov:n here he a.sked hitn 
\\rhere he got hi:-; n1aterifll fl'mn, a,nd he innne­
diately told him he received it in its pulp state 
frmn Tn~nw.~nin. Then again, in reference to 
strawuenies: they knew Yery wl'll tlutt that 
W<-t8 a fruit that couhl not be grown in any 
great (111:1ntities in the colony .. , and to adn1it 
thmm article:-; dutyRfree would not at all interfere 
·with local gTo\ver:-;. Ho :-;poke no\v frmn a 
protectionist view of the qnestion, bccan;-:;e lit; 
w:cs not ashamed to admit that his protectionist 
views remained unchang·cd, and he l>O!ieved that 
all the .colonie' were gradually dl'ifting towards 
protect ton. 

l\Ir. 1\IOH.EHE~\J) : Ko, no! 

J\Ir. GilOO:\I: The hon. member said "Xo, 
no, 1 ' but nf cmu::;e that wa.":l a national <lUet>tion 
upon which they could agree to differ; lmt any­
one who looked at the ClUTelJt of publiu eveuts 
would Nee that what he :,aid wac; conect. They 
must reeos·nise thc fact that .i'; ew Zeahmcl :m cl 
Victoritt h;cd mlnpted a protectionist policy, ami 
8onth _.:\n;.:;tralia \VH"'- following in the wake. 

::\Ir. ::\IOilEH.IU.D: \Vhat is South "\ustralia 
now? 

~[r. GROO:\[ saitl \\~hatever South _\_nstr:tlia 
hacl 1Jeen the fact was umluuhte<l th:ct her Pa.r­
lLuucut ha.cl ndoptecl a. 1n·otection-i;.:;t p()liuy. 
X ew South \V;cles was g-radnally drifting in the 
:-;muc ~1ircction, and a.Il tlw:->e who lo()ked a.-L thn 
que·-;tion fJ"()llL :1 na.tioru.tl sta.ndpoiat and rtJa.<l 
the current literature of the cby would certainly 
he of the opinion that nil the colonit" were 
(1riftiug towards protection. _i_\_nd really he 
did not wonder at it. He belie' eel a pmtnc­
tioniKt policy "" onld be a good one in thi;.:; colony, 
and he regretted that the Trea.snrer h:Hl not 
bken the \vlwle tariff into conc;idemtion. which 
had not Leen touchetl to any gTeat extCJ!t since 
J\Ir. Hamsay dealt with it in 1S70. 

The Ho:-;. Sm T. J\IciLWRAITli: By Mr. 
I-f ommant in 1R73. 

J\Ir. GEO()J\[: To '' very 'mall extent. 
},Jtlwngh the then Trc:tsurer disclaimed any 
intention of dealing- with the tnriff froJn a pro­
te-ctionist HtanJpoint, n ]nxge ...;ectinn of the 
J fouse did deal with it from that :;taucl~ 
!JOint, ttlld all the increa~cd taxation Wa.-5 
carried by consi(lerable n1ajoritie.-; against 
the Government. The majority that e~\istc<l 
then existed in a larger clegTce at the presmt t 
ti1ne. Of thnt he wn~ snro, ancl11oue who had 
watched the nmnellous progress of C<tnada 
dnrh1g the pn-,t five year:'i nnder a. protccti,mi;-;t 
policy could clouut the wi,dmu of vrutectin:; 

young industries in young- countries in order that 
employment might be found for the native~b,>rn 
of the soil. l<'or five yc.1xs Canada iutd had an 
anmml surplus rev~onue of 2,,300,000 dollars, aud 
hundrecb ofthomawls lmd been employe<] in hor 
111anu .--acturics. Protection had been an excellent 
thing· for the Dominion of C,tnacb, and it woultl 
have an equally goc>d eff,~·ct in all the colonies. He 
believed him,.elf that the ide:o of protection was 
grnvdng, not only here, but in all the coloniel'l ; 
and he was firmly of the opinion that federated 
Austmlia would be protectionist ,'l_u,tralia. 

J\Ir. niOlc};HEAlJ: I hope we ~hall never 
ha,~e a federated Australia. 

:'\fr. GROO~I said he hoped they would. 
J\Ir. J\IOJU;HEAD : Kot on thn•,e lines. 

J\Ir. GUOOM mic! he beliencl the time woulcl 
come when thev shoulclhavc afederaJ Govermuent 
indcpenllent of their own local Governnwnt ; and 
when that time emne they ehould be able to show 
a.":l goocl a record a8 (',nutd<1 had ::;ho1vn ~ince 
federation. \Vith ros·arcl to the particular :u·ticlc.-; 
nnc.lur cli,·cnssinn, he felt satisfied from what helmd 
hettrcl from the gentleman who hac! charge of the 
1n:1nnfacturerl articles he had Sj:okon of in the 
J<;xhil>ition, aud who himself had founded :1 very 
larg-e incJn:-;try in our uticbt, that it \Youlll be a 
very good thi11g if the Colonial TreaHurer conl(l 
see his way clettr to admit pulp frnit cluty~free. 
Green fruit wJ.~~ inll)Orted every year to t.he 
exknt of £-±0,000 or £:)0,000 worth, an<\ \\·as 
arllllitted duty-fref', and he did not sec why '' 
tn,~ .should Le imposed upon the artichs which 
conld not l)e grown here, and which, when 
im!J"l'ted and nmnufactnrecl in the colony, hacl 
the effect of consiclemblyreducing the prico.s to tho 
conoluum·. Hc~itlc~"' l'lhich, it wa:., rnnch b8tter to 
have the articles mtumf:ccturcd here than in other 
pla,c;_.·s, bccn.use with jruns, as \Vith everything eL--;e, 
a great cleaJ of atlulter:ttion \V a~ going on~ and if the 
a.rticlr 'i were brought here in a, ntw f:ltate son1c 
guarantee could. be obtained that 11 genuine 
article wonhl Le rektiled. However, he hoped 
the Colonial Trea~tner \Vnnld ~ee his ·wny c1c:tr 
to admit pulp fruit dnty~free, becan:<e, by taking 
action of that kiml, he would <1o more th:m 
anything eL-m towanb the t'l1COlU'agenwut and 
e,t,cblishment of locd indu,trie,, 

The COLOKIAL THl~~'cSUREH said he was 
nnable to .tdmit pulp frnit dnty.freP, eveu if 
he \Vi~hecl to c1o so, becaur-:e it bore an wl 
nrfui\,;1/ duty of.} percent., :tnd he- h:td no })()\\'Cl' 

to rmuit that tlnt;·f. The only powt'l" he h~HJ \Va~_; 
derived frmll J)nr1i:tllll'llt, and he Gould not act 
on his own l'e~ponsib1lity. 1 IowcYc:r, frmu hi~ 
own oh-.;erva,tion, confinncd h,v the opinion of the 
Committee, ho did not think it dr<imLlo to alter 
thedutynn pulp fruit. ,\,;h. c'llJoen nlrc"ctly stated, 
it rrqnired a Ltrgc auwuut of coloniaJ Ulanufac­
tnred sugar to preparr it f{n' conRlllYJption, RHtt 
for that 1·eason he thou;.;-!)t it should not hnv-e any 
hi;)1er duty iwposcrl up<m it. The chief item 
1mder di0cn:-::.-;ion wa:-:; :-;alt pork, a.nd, vhilst lte 
h:,,d liNtened to the rmrmrkc; of the hon. member 
fur Htanley, he could uot r-;CH hi:s W<ty to abandon 
tbe clau,c, but he certainly did not intend to 
inc;truct the Collector of CustumN to bko action 
•cith regm·d to pulp fruit. 

The 1-Io:c-;. Sm T. J\[ciLWIL\ITH "'id that 
the Iron. mcrnlmr for Toowoomlm had juKt made 
one of thn.'-ie pecnli::Lr :-;pecche . .;; which ruight he 
iuterprctod any wcty. He had tlcliYerecl ~speech in 
fnYotu· of nrotectinn, and in fa:\-nur of fretJtrnde. 
If he voterl for pulp fruit coming in duty-free Ire 
'rould he protecting tlw rnanufactnrer; aud if he 
Yotnd fnr an illl!JO:-:>itiou upon it he \Vonld be 
pr()b .. :ctint:;· the grower. ]·f e had l.Jccn ,-,-ondering 
himself whether the Colonial Treasurer was a 
protcctioni.st or a fr-edrader-a.·. he hatl always 
aHuounced hinv.elf tu be ; Lut, he could not make 
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nut whn.t the hon. gentlmnan's view::; w·e1·e. 
ThercJ w''" :;muc truth in what the hou. member 
for Too\vomnba said in regard to the colonies 
tlrifting to\\ ardH protection- nut the colonies, 
]Jut thi,; colony. It was drifting very fast in 
that direction, hut the cause was the extra­
vagance of the Goverrnnent, who now had no 
other r~iourcc left to them lmt additional taxtt­
tion. He felt sure the Bill they lmcl hdore 
the1n wa:-:; only the cnllllllencenwnt of the end, 
and tluct next year they would have other 
w.lcliticnml duties. Then they would find 
thenwel ves protectionists in spite of them­
HehTe~. 'fhe hon. 111e1nber for '11uowoornlm, 
>'poke about protection in America. He oulcl 
tell them what brought that about. ·what 
brought abuut vrotoction in Arneric:t wa::; the 
civil war. It was not adopted bAcause the 
m'umhcturers came to the conclusion that it 
wonld be :c good thing for the imlustrie.s of 
Auwrica to hav·e protection. They adopted tlmt 
policy becansc they had to meet the intereHt of, 
<mrl pay off, a large d81Jt. It was 1 >Y thoc;e e,, tm· 
ordinary 1ne~tn~ tha.t prott'0tion w~1s introduced­
it w,cs introduced <Jnite :cccidcntlllly l~Il<l not 
with the view of benefiting nn,tive indutitlie:-:;, 
He hoped this colony wonld never obt«in 
the protection to which the hon. member 
for ToowomulJa, apparently looked forward·-­
the protection of a federated Australia, be­
em!Oe that would b' about the wor,;t wuy they 
conld possibly h<tvc protection for Qneensland. 
1-Le was unl'..ttriotic en()ugh not to \Vbh to Ree the 
prosperity of Qneen>"htnd ,;wamped in the pros­
perity of the ,;outhem colonies, By fedemte<l 
protection they would join themselves againc;t 
Enghmd. Yictori:c and ::'\ew Sonth \Vales had 
the start of (lneensbncl in manufacture,; and pro· 
dnctions, ancl therefore, whilot protective duties 
would proteet th1 ,,e eolnnier-J, they woultl not 
protect Qneen':.~land. The people of this colony 
Yt\mld have to pay a higher rate for every~ 
thing they u.~ecl for the purpo:-;e uf encourag~ 
in:.:;·, not iudu~trieB within their own bordm",,, 
lmt indmtrie~ down wuth. If .feclc'mtion would 
have that result they onght to fight against it, 
lmt he clicl nut think it woulcl have the ef[ect of 
c,;bl>li.,hing- protection of thcct "'rt. But all thcct 
'""' bf 'ide the quntion of pulp fruit. lleally he 
thought the clause wns st?nrcely worth fightin6 
abnnt. The fiolonia1 Trea:~urer hirn-.elf, in an 
'"ldenclum he hacl fnrnishEJ to the Committee, 
httd statecl that pnlp fruit would not be operate! 
npun umler that cbu:;e. J [e (;-Jir T. .\lcii­
"Taith) did nut think it would either; lw rlicl not 
think the eLm· e would tonch it. He• di<l not 
think the dau:-;e wa:-; worth :-;o InlH.:h di:-;eu~";ion. 

]\[ r. BHOUK Jc;;-; said he cli<l not hinJ>"elf 
think that n;n,tter ww-; wot'th SlJeaking :JJJuut, 
and he shllply rose for the vurpo:·w of pointing 
out to the hon. guntlenw,n who ha,d ju:-;t sat down 
that he 111w.;t have r-:poken rather hastil~+ when 
hu S<tid that prntectiou h;gctn in _Arnericit with 
the ci vi! war, 

:'If r. XORTOX : "\Yhat is the r1nestion ? 

:\lr. BHOOKJ'S saicl the hon. g-entlcnmn '' ho 
lmcl just sat duwn '""' the le;~der of the Oppo­
:-;itiou a.nll ~t \·cry iinport;tnt rumulJer of th<tt 
,\OC'elllhly, and it wuuhl be a grent pity if 
<1.1lV tltrdeuu .. :ntR of his which \Vere incori'eut 
:-:Iu~uld uot be corrected, if po:-;silJlo. The hon. 
ll!elnLer, who hall :-;poken rather nnad d~·wclly, 
must know th;~t the \·ery fit·st thing the Fuitt~d 
Stab~~ did wa,s to e:-;tabli-,h a, sy:,teln of protection, 
and that no cau:-;e otyern,tecl lHUrtj to bring· about 
a l'eYolt of the ~\nl8ri~an colonic;:; frmn 11~nglmHl 
than thio, thnt Engl:mcl clocide<l thnt they tlhould 
not lntYe auything like protection. It wa,t~ ju 
hiotmy thtct Lord Chatlmm saicl tlmt if he 
had hi,.., wi;..;h e\·ery hon~e in _\tuerica ~dicJnhl 
go tu Eu~;-la.rHl to Le t.hod, and it W<.tb a.lbo kuuwn 

that it was tt felony to mnke a felt hnt in 
America. It was also a matter of hiotory 
that Geurgo IVttshing-ton was conoidered the 
peroonification of protection when he stood 
before the very first Congre:::;s in :1 suit uf 
... Arnel'ican hmnespun. It was of great irnpor­
tance that the minds of people in this colony 
should be clrawn to the subject of protection. 
lt was all Yery well for importers to talk about 
frectracte, because freetr,vl e was the bn·ath of 
the Iw.,trils of importer,;. But looking at the 
intere,;t,; of the colony, hon. members lmd some· 
tliing higher to consi<ler than the interests of 
importers. He would now pass that subject and 
jnst allu<le for one nwment to the federation que.,. 
twn. \V hen fedemtion wa.s mentioned by the hem. 
rne1uber for Tooyvoornba, smne hon. n1en1ber on 
the other side of the Committee-he thought it 
was the hon. Inmnber for Balonne-"ttid he would 
not like to see fedemtion on protectionist lines. 
\V ell, his opinion was that they would never see 
federation on any qther lines. l{e eon8idered 
tlmt at pre,;ent they had not le<uned the 
A B C of fccleratimL The <tnestion which w<es 
mit:ecl in the Legislative Council of New 1:-iouth 
\Vales when the >nhject of federation was under 
cnnsider~tion distinctly showed how the eurnmt 
ntn. Tht> question \Vas, "\V hat a. re we to get out 
of it," and that wasjustthe<tum;tion which w:csthc 
nw~t natural in the world to cmnefron1 n, colony, 
the grea,ter pttrt of whooe lmsines.s people were 
hnporten;; front a colony, the le~tding spiri! of 
which \VH'S the ;-;pir·it of petUars tlnd h:twkerH. Now 
with reference tc) pulp fruit, he really did not 
think the )H'oposal nnder considemtion crmld do 
any grea.t hrtnn either one way or the other, and 
it was a matter of indifference to him which way 
the Colonial Trea,urer decided to :cct; bnt he 
did think it a nmtter of importance that, if 
prnte"~tion \Vas n1entioned or fn,etrade, they 
:;hould be nwutioned, at ctll events, with <;ume 
degree of correctnes~, Le<.:aude the qne.stio.n would 
grow. It wa~ a very in1porbtnt (llle~tlon, n,nd 
the sooner thev were de!iYercd from the super­
r;titions of .-;uul·e Engli~h political econmnit5tti in 
th<Ct nmtter t.he better. 

.Mr . .1\lOREHK\J) said the speeche,; they hctd 
ju,;t hem·don the matter heforetheCnmmitteewerc 
very discnrRive and vague. \Vith regard to the 
p:crticular clmhe before them he thoug-ht the matter 
cunld lmve been snttlecl ,-el') much more <juickly 
if the Coloni'll Treaourer had not him,;elf intro­
dncecl tlw subject of pulp frnit. Th1crefore, if 
there had b-:rm :cny delay in pa.-.,ing the cbnse, 
the responsjbilit.Y re:-;ted upon the Uolmlial 
rrrmkllll·or. 1 [e h~M.l ioltl the Connnittee jnt't now 
that he llt\'er intended that the higher dnty 
should he charged on pulp fruit. Ho had tolrl 
them that "'' far :cs he wa,, individually cun­
cenle(l and so long as he remained in offiee, 
there ~vonld be no tariff on pulp fruit except 
, .. ' far as regarded the ad m/vl'tm duty. But 
ho\\" would that ttffect the future~ There 
should be some qnalific>ction macle in the 
claw;e to prevent any d::unage being done to 
thooe people in th0 colony employed in that 
particular illClnstry at nny future time by the 
ilupot:ition of a. higher duty. The Trear:;nrer 
hinu-•elf lmd done a. great injtn·y to thn:-;e who 
went in for jam nmnuheture and impmted the 
pulp fruit into the colcmy, hy pntting that 
particular m-ticle into the schedule which he 
hacl put intu the hancls of members of tbe 
Cmnmittee. It '"l'Jl8<1t'ed to him that the 
debate had been reduced to a di~cn:;tiiun on 
pork, pulp, and protection. The:· had heard 
the uw.-.,t extraordinary .--;pecches ma.de within 
the Lest half-honl' ,,·ith reg;ml to the t·e>']WC· 
tive uwrits of lJtotcetiou mHl freetracle. lie 
.-~huuhl Yery utnch like t.o xee ::-;onte sneh te:-;t 
qne1)tion put tll the eJector,-.;-he ~l?oul<l 1wt lJe 
fouml fullowin,; the leader of the Uppvoitiun in 
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snch a cccse, but wonld range himself on the 
other si<le. He was astonished to heccr from 
tbe junior IlleiUlJcr for North Bri~ba,ne ~uch u, 

speech as he had juot delivered. Had he 
ignored 13right, Cohden, and other~:; w hon1 he 
often quoted a~ being tho t:asiours of the later 
nge ? \V as John Bright a protcctioni,;t ? \Vas 
Cobrlen, or any of those to whom, when he 
chm~e, the hon. uwn1ber bo\ved down and wol'­
shipped-were they protectionists'? \Vhether 
fortnnately or nnfortumttely, he (}\lr. :\loreheacl) 
was a lilJeral; he was a frcetmcler to the back­
bmw, and would remain so, he hoped, to the end 
of the chapter. And when the time for federa­
tion cau1e a large section of the inhabitants of 
the colony would range themselv-es on the side 
of freetradc as ngainst protection. The hon. 
gentlenHLn inveighed against i1nporters, but how 
long harl he cen,;ed to be an importer'? \Vas he'' 
freetmder so long as he w>es >en importer? And 
r-;ince he had giYen up hnsiness had he becmne a 
protectionist? \Vhcn the J<'ederal Council Bill 
came on the question of freetrade and protec­
tion would be thoroughly discussed, and then, 
perhaps, there would be a new division of partiPs 
-freetmders on the one side and protectionists 

on the other-and he had no fear of the result. 
It V\rould be the H<-11118 ~L~ it WaR in Engln,nd that 
day, or wquld be in Xovomber next, when the 
pre·<ent Cm>Scrv<ttive Jlarty would be put out of 
power hy the heetrade Libeml party. And the 
reflex of English public opinion would be felt in 
all Engli~lhspeakint; con1n1unitieR. He <.lill not 
think they \Here bound to take America as their 
model altugcther·. They lmd "great deal to lc:crn 
yet from the uwther-country; am! when the 
tiwe for K<Jpara.tion cmne, as it would conw 
c\·entually, the tradition.s of the old land would 
lJe more to them than the traditions of America. 

Mr. BROOKES cc aid he ue\·erhadc(Uuted tohon. 
member,; from either Cobden m Bnght. There 
were variou~ 1nattcrH on which he agreetl \vith 
Dri[!ht. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD : That willplea.se him. 

l\Ir. BltlJOKES : llnt ac, for Cobden, the fact. 
of the nmttcr was that frectmde "'''" an after­
thought with him. After the success of the anti­
corn l<1w lertgne freetradc \VUH at:~;ocin,tecl with 
the name of ColJclen; but if the h .. u. member for 
Balonne would take the trouble to examine fnr 
himself he would fiml that every pruplwcy wa<le 
by Cobden with reference to freetmcle hacl been 
fnlsified, 

The Hox. ,T. :\I. :\L\.ClWSSc\.::\',;aicl theyhad 
wandered vety far frmu the que;.;tion, autl it w:1;.; 

ii1110 they ca1He b~Lck. They had lJeen looking­
at the 7th cbuse from a very nanow c;tandpoiHt, 
for it wa.s admittc.l l>y the Trc:~suror that pulp 
was put in '" an illnstmtive ca,;e. How many 
<.:ase~ were there in which young indu;.;tries woul~1 
he seriously injured, if not drangled, b~- the 
"pcmtion of the clause' He thought the advice 
gi1·cn by the hem. member for Stanley was the 
ht'st tlmt could be taken- that was, to withdmw 
the clause altogether, and leave the matter· in 
the hands of the Treasurer and the Collector of 
Customs, otherwise they would lul\ c to ,;ched•1le 
every article on which the duty wrrs to be raised. 

:\[r. P ALM}~R said that if the Treasurer 
could not see his way to withdraw the cbnse it 
mmlcl be necessary to schedule every itelll which 
W<'nlcl be affected by the clause. 

Mr. ,JORDAN said they had uow come b>eck, 
from the history oft he e.,tabli:;hment of the Ameri­
crtn Republic and the frectmcle policy of Cobden 
and Bright, to tlw 7th clansc of the Hill. He 
hoped the Trenwrer would Hot take the ad \'it;e 
of the hon. member for Stanley, because the 
c.:lanKe Jllih"ht prove <."1 va.lnablu une, and the 
rea:;un" ;;iven by the hun. ;;entlell!au why the 

clause should be passed were, he considered, quite 
~:.LtiRfactory. There"" as son1e weight in the con­
tention:; of the le>tder of the Oppo,;ition tlmt 
it would not lJe desirable to fix a hanl->end­
fast line, and charge the article., affected by 
the c!ltuso at the fixecl rate of hiLlf the sum 
charged fm manubctured articles. They shoulcl 
lJe subject to an ecjuit.cble duty, which conlcl be 
provided for l1y the onliHtdon of ,<.;01118 "'ord.s, and 
the iLdclition of other;; to the clause. He thought 
that if the clause were altered so >es to read 
"::;neh goocl.s shall be liable on iinporbttiun into 
Queensland to duty at an equita!Jle rate er1ual to 
a proportion of the duty which would be charge­
able upon the manuhctured article" it would 
ll!eet the views of the Committee generally. 

'!'he COLOXIAL THEASUIU~H .said that 
such >tn amendment \\'ould lead to a consider>Cl'le 
auwnnt of lllii':ilnHJerMtanding. 'fhe cht1u;e as .it 
Htnod W..LS as intelligible as it \Vas pm.;~ible to 
ruake it. He had given the Committee the 
fnllec't information he poH~'3Soed "·'to the cjnantity 
of Buch good:::; cmning into the colony a,t the 
present time ; and the cbuse would meet >ell 
C<CSeH likely tu Mioc at the Jn·esent time and 
protect the revenue against >my loss. At a 
future time, when the kuiff cm ne to !Je revised, 
the claw':le vnmlcl again collle under con.-ddcra~ 
tion, when it could l>e revi~ecl if necet;:-;a,ry ... Afte1' 
the expre."ion of opinion on the p>ert of the 
Committee he might ,;ay tlmt he clid not intend 
to interfere with the mte charged on pulp 
fruit, which would be charg·ccl ,; per cent. 
rut rrrlol'un ; but there wcro other article-"; T\vhich 
he thoug·ht .should come under the opemtirm of 
the cbu,;e. 

Mr. :\[OEEHK\.D .said the Coloni:tl 'l're>e­
.snrer rlicl not gra,;p the question >et :1ll. It 
W><s not now a 'Lnestion of J'Ulp frnit :et all. Tt 
was introclncccl in the clmwo by the Colonial 
'frea:-:nrm·, nncl on being objected to he s~tid he 
\V<mld tc"Lke care that during hi.-:; r([!itnc, at nny 
rate, the dan::;e \Vould not be carried nut f'o far 
"·' pulp frnit was concerned. Ho thought the 
hem. member for st,wley had sngge.,tcd the hc,t 
am! C'imple.st way to de>el with the cl:cu,;c-aml 
cer-tainly the ht'ot way so her a.s the Govemmeut 
were conc•.'rned--and that was to str·ike it out. 

liir. KELLETT said the Treasnrer had just 
told them that he had g'iven the Cnnnnittee the 
fnllest information he lmd upon the different 
articles that would come under the clause. He 
had listeued attentiv·ely anrl he lmd hcnrd ouly 
two a.rticles 1uentioned--pnlp fruit :tnd pork. 
~..,lw Tn\;"t:·mrcr had done away with pnlv fruit o 
fm· a.-.; tbc preKeut Governuwllt wet·e eoHccrnecl, 
n.nd the1·emdy rmnained the pork to conw 1111 cl er tbe 
clnnse. If tlmt was the oulv m-tide to l>o affected, 
let it be lllentioned in the" chtn.se, >enrl then they 
would !mow what they "ere votiug for. Otlwr­
wi "c he thc•ught it would be far better tu .strike 
out the elm me altogether. :rJ e could nmler.stand 
that as the Treasurer had introduced the cbu.se 
he would like to see it pas,ed, but he thought he 
s<tw, a.s cle>erly as he (Mr. Kellett) saw, that he 
could do just as well without it. 

Question-That clause 7 as rear! st>eml p;crt of 
the Bill-put, mul the Committee divicled :-

AYE:::-,~~. 

Jir~:">r:->. n.ntlcrl;..;r,, :Jlilcs, Dkkt'rm, Dntton, :Jinrntnn, 
Sherirtan, "·alct:lielU, Fo'Xtnn, Bnf'klawl. .Jidlol'. 'niltc, 
Jordan, l~amlJerL :-lwyth. ~\hllltl. Bronkr.-1. nrtJOlll, 
lli.:.rr~IJn, Jiidglc,\·, .:Uacfar!auc. j._nnear, and nail<'y, 

:\-OE'-', LJ. 
The Hon. Sir T. ]fcllwraith, Jir";o;rs. Archer, Xortnn, 

:Jiorclwad. CltllhlJ. Hamilton. Li-.;~nclo. Cr::n~tt. I\ellett, 
?not(~, \"t•J-.;on. Blae1-:. :\Ia<·t·o,;-,;tJ!. l·'er.'..!.'ll'-'On. and l'alJtH'l'. 

~lueotion resolved in the affinu>etiYe. 
:i\[r. F()OTE said he heed a clancc to Jllo\'e to 

follow the Jac;t clmu;e p>eooed. It hac! )J~cn hi:; 
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inte1_1tion to move that it shonlLl follow cbuse 2 ; 
bnt tt was thought hettet' to have it appe:1r after 
clause 7. The clause he lmd to propose was as 
follO\'l'H :-

"In. tultlitio~l to the good_.; 110\V f'XClttpt from <lnty 
npon 1111portatwu UJUlcr tllc proYi.";ions of the ,:;;ai(l Ac1s, 
tltf· goou~ mcutiOllCtl in tll:• ~(~t·,·)JHl sclJc(lnlc to thi~ 
Act ~!1all also ho OX;__mpt fl•om duty on importation, and 
:uln11Ltctl frLtJ." 

J[eintenr1ecl to propuHe a second sehedulc, which 
would ::;iiuply conr:ii:..;t of the \Vord "wheat." l-Ie 
:spoke uvon the lWLtter ~1 few nights ago, and his 
rea.son for introducing the ::11nenchnent waR 
becnuoeoftheheavyclutytlutthad been levied upon 
wheat; for many years past they lmcl not been 
able to import it at P·\Y<tble ncte.s, and as the 
colouy con;:;-:,uned a very gr("<tt deal of fiour, an(l 
only fL V8l'Y snwJl proportion of it waf:i grown 
hero, he wets ".me thn,t if the duty npon wheat 
w~t, reuw\-ed 1t \Vould Le of very great act\-all­
t:tge to the colony, nnd \Vi thin a. reasona.ble 
tnnt> ~10 had, no doubt many mill, woulcl he 
e.,tabh.,lwd m \">1l'iou' pat'ts of the colony, 
It would ahm lJe a very ;2,Teat ~ource of encountge­
ment to the whe:tt·groweh of the colony, The 
LtlHl:-; at pre:-:ont :.1ppropriatt~d to wheat-grov:in"· 
in QuccusliMld were lno:-;tly situntecl over th~ 
l~:l,n.~e, and con~et1ucntly they were a,t ~t grea,t 
th~t.nnce frmn nla1·ket, nutwith~tanding that 
ra1lwa.ys ran throu~·h the 1)own:-; on each ~i(lc. 
The lllltllbor of millers there wccs very limited, 
nuc~ the farmm :· hnd a very limih'.<l market for 
thetr whent, If they did not sell their whectt at 
th~ pri~es offereLl--whether they thoug"ht the 
pt:we_:-; nght or wrmt<..;-they ha\l no otl:wrnl:.trket 
wtthm the colony, 1t would enhance the interc-<t.s 
of the whea.t-gruwin;.; di:-::tl'ict,q in a grcn .. t de~Tee, 
iwcant~u it wnnld provide the fanners with a. 
ll_l:l.1'ketfortheir C<!lurnoclity, ~.ncl they \Vnuldnot lJe 
beddo\vn to any Nlll~:Jc llHtrkot. J<:n:u if the wheat 
\Vent to f'L dista,nt nr-,rket thr, nwney would ftdw 
back to the grower>< and the inkt·e·,ts of the district 
wonld be enlmncetl. It lmcl been u-.··erte<l tlmt 
if the dnty wr" taken off whertt wc,ulcl come 
acrm;"' the. bor~1er. But there '\t·a~ no cluty on 
Honr and 1t chd not cmne acro,,l,{ the lJonlcr. 
Indeed, there wonlcl be 110 clnlh"er if wheat die! 
COlllO across the border. 11 e h~~)(l no objection to 
pl:teo n, tax on beer, a,.-; that waN a luxury; lmt 
he h:1(l a ve~~y gn\tt uhj ectiou to placing a tax un 
bt·ea<L It md 11ot nwttor how low the price mcs 
t-iO lonr; a:-3 the g"l'ower got p[tid 801newhat in 
proportion for gnnving it. lf e had lteen acen;.;e{l 
of intr(,duciug· the clan;-;c fr(~llt a--;elii:-.h nlOtin:;--
1 ,·:ea\loO he h:;.c] a little mill of \ti,; U\\'lL nnt 
th:tt \\"ao !lOt the ('a,, C, ) f 0 Jmt) ll<l iutuntion to 
intport who~t,t to grind; he h~ulUnt-JinE>':i mwu'··h 
withont it ; his tnill was erecter! to sene tlw 
district hy gTinding for other.s, Th>tt was the 
work it Llirl am! mmld alwaYs do >Yhile it wa' in 
hi-5 po:-;:-;c:-;f:!ion. Jie ba.cl no intere~t whate\·er in 
tb.o Hour tmcle ao a miller, A great deal had been 
H~uclla.tely on the :-;n}Jj ectof encmlrar,·in-" loca.l i1H1nH­
tl'im;, aud that w:_u, jn;-;t the point" b~ '1.\"::t.nted tu 
co1ne tn. \\,-heat, if in11 H ,rted free, wuuhl be f)TUH1H1 

within the colony where\'er it wn,,, conHiclered 
de;-:;irable to do :m. The cla.u:se woulrl have an 
i11tportant effect on the connnercial intere:-;t:-; 
\vith re~" poet to the ve:-::~elH tnv1ins· to the 1, u.l'iou:-; 
}Hn't:-; of the culuny. Trade \va:-; often iujnrell 
bc?au:-:e YC~~ell':l conl:l not always till up a.~ 
qmckly ao con !cl he wislwd. If whe>tt "as 
av:~ib)Jle for the [>Ul'[JO.oe they conld fill up at 
a;1y tnur for ~tl1110st a.ny .. port in the cu1ony. 
1 he n .. ~;·enne y,:~ruld not 1':3U(!er to a.ny gyea,t extent 
by t~tklllh' nff tno duty on wheat. \\hen, :.mue 
~ell 01' ele\·en re~l.l'H ·lf.!.'O, ::1. lllE'a:-ul'e WHf~ brought 
m to bkc uff the dnty on fla>.: in order to 
encotu'ag-e an iudntitry b~~ adYtH'-t.tet1 the ~ase of 
wheat, an<l he tlwnght the Connllittee slwnl<l 
a.-, t'.nt tu the dan~,e now in order that a nev{ 
im!u,;try lllight lxc e,;ta]Jli,;lwd within the colony, 

That would Le a step in the right directiou, He 
would not take np the time of the Committee 
with any lengthened remarks on the subject, tts 
hi., object must be npparent to every hon. mem­
ber, He trn,;tecl the nmjority would think with 
him, and insert the clause in the Bill. There 
was ali;o the qn~tion of imported wino. It was 
hi; intention to move afterwards that the follow­
ing words be added to thR schedule of the Bill:-

1\~inc not containing- more t1mn 2-'i llCl' ccutum of 
aleohol at a. spcei!ie gravit)' of ·s~.s at the temp(~raturo 
of 60 dogrcc'i of l~ahronlleit 's tlK•rmomoter, per ~allon, 
:h, 

That also wunld be conducive to the interests of 
the inbal1itants of (~ueenslaml. \Vine-making, he 
\Va,s a\V<-trc, was a very con::;iderable interest in 
S<>me pnxt.s of the colony; ,;till he thought that 
:3~. }HT gallon was <1uite a sufficient protection 
fur it, The revenue wonld not suffer from the 
reduction, bec,m~e double the quantity of wine 
won1ct be hnpnrted. J\lany persons who now 
drank ardent HpiritH or beer \Vonld drink wine 
in:-;tead, in the -;nnlnier \\~eather, to the great 
benefit of their health. lt was well known that 
a great clml of the wino mannfC~ctnred in the 
colony wa.s con,,ulne(l within twelve rnnnth~ of 
its being rnannfacturecl, and it certainly could 
not be condncive to the health of the comnnmity, 
eopecially when they con.,idere<l the quality and 
amount of spirit with which it Wl!S f<irtitied to 
prec;erve it. It must be patent to everyone thC~t 
wines '" new ancl so full of fn,;el oil could not l1e 
beneficial to tho,;e who partook of them. In fact, 
person:-:; who were in the habit of taking ton 
nnu..:h colonial \vine often t-iui-fered a g-reat dc:t,l 
nwre than tho.:-;o \Vho got intoxicated on arde11t 
~--,pirits. liif> object '\l'ftH to assist those \vho wonld 
like to ltaYe et mild dri11k during the hot month c. 
Te~t was often :;;pnken of ver·y highly as a beverngc, 
bnt it was crnite possible to have too much tea. 
It ha<l its evils when taken in too large <[nantities, 
even a.i3 taking too 1nnch of anything else had. 
But apart fmm the temrJerance point of view, he 
believed that it would be conducive to the health 
of the inlmuitant,, He believed al,;o thnt the 
reduction in the cluty to :os. per gallon wonlcl 
can~e the vine-gnnver~ nf the culouy to cmnpete 
with imported wines, :md that tlmt woul<l 
rc~u] t in getting a unlCh Letter elm;~ of \vine 
nude in the colony than they hac! been 
n.ccnotome<l to, He did not know of his 
own knowledge, lmt he belitwec1 that althongh 
there wa:-; a good clon1 of \'{ine 111ade in the 
colony the nnJJibr i' nf wine-drinker~ wa:..; Yery 
limitrd, au<l th:>t thocc who had bkcn to <!rink­
in~ (Jnuen.~land wine vm·y ~Otlll gave it up, 
bcca.n:-;c: they often found tbat, with fc\V excel,_ 
tion:-;, anY other <lrink wa-; prefernblc. lf e 
believed that if the motion was c:crricd it would 
he •·cry beneficial to the colony, 'md therefore he 
lmcl bronght it forward. 

The COLOJ'\IAL 'ria::"\Sl~RER said he 
regretted that at the present time he conltl nut 
~eo hi:; way to accept the amendnwnt pro~ 
Jlnscd by the hem. membc:r for ]luncltmba, They 
conl(l not impo:;e taxation on the one hand antl 
relieve it on the other, It would open the door 
to n. charge of incon~istency and a.l:m to the 
neg1ect of other items in the tariff, which pcrhtcjlS 
re<rnired att.e11tion as much '"' the s1w1Jl matter 
of whea,t. On the :1b;-;tract qne:;.;tion of ilnpoHin~· 
a duty npon >vlJet~t, whilst they admitted the 
manufactmeLl article--fl<~nr-frce, he was quite 
at one with hi., hon, fricml the member for 
Bumbnb;c; lmt itnlllot be remembered that that 
cnrio.-.itv in their Cw;;tonl;o; dntie1" ;wo~e fron1 
the cir~umsLmce that in 1874, >l'lwn the tarilt 
wa.:-; l'CYiRed, it \V,L:"i inte11ded to in1po~e a duty 
of 1:2 a ton 11)Hm flour, but t lwt dnty was <lis­
allowed l1y the Committee whi!Rt. the clnty on 
wltc>Lt wa,; rct:cine<L It certainly diet pre:;eut 
a very '-)arinu· mwuwly, and under ::Lu orlliuary 
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revision nf the tnriff he might feel rlisposocl to 
view much more fanmra\Jy than he conic! at 
present the propo~ition of the hon. gentleu1an ; 
but he did not think thnt at the present time 
there was any c]ass in the co1nn1nnity SHfferin~· 
very great har~ship or inju.-4tice fr01n the (lnty 
upon \vhe;ct. It certrtinly did nut furnish very 
much revenue. During the ycltr that ended 
the 31st December, lRS:3, the CJ1mntity of whut 
importccl was 12,140 buslwls, the revenue upon 
which amounted to £303 10s. In 188-l the 
importation amounted to 2'>,880 lmsheb, the duty 
upon which reprt:Sented £047; so that, notwith­
:;tanding the 'lnantity imported last yeitr was 
double that of the preceding yen, the total 
revenue was in itself a very inconsiderable item. 
But he did not. feel justified, while proposing 
fresh taxtttion. to remit even that inconsiderable 
item, hecame he believed that at the present tinw 
the incidence of that tax was beneficial. The 
hon. gentlmnan rnnst boar in rnind that 
whatever wheat came to the colony mtme by 
seaboard ; at any rate, by far the greatcl' 
portion did, and if the existing duty ,,-ere 
remitted the brmers upon the rich bncls of 
the Darling Downs would be snbjecterl tn the 
importation of a very considerable quantity of 
'vheat grown in New England and the northern 
parts of X ew South \V ales, and the rewlt 
woulcl be that the agriculturn,l interest, which 
wa.s not particularly flourishing· at the ]'resent 
time, would be placed at cunsideralJle disadvan­
tage. At the same time there would be no benefit 
nrising to the Treasury. At least the hon. 
geutlen1an hacl not ~lHnvn thrLt any would accrue, 
neither had he shown that the price of flom 
wonld be in any way rednced to the consumer. 
The hon. gentleman should have endectvnured to 
show that the remission of the duty wunlcl result 
in a benefit to the consumer of the manufactured 
article. He thought that any disturbance of the 
tariff at the present time in that direction would 
be unwise. It would not be a very cnnRiderable 
lo." to the Treasury, it was true; but whateym· 
the loss might be, it 'vas such that they wore not 
in a poHition at the pre><ent time to bear. All the 
proposah of the Government had been hitherto 
in the direction of increasing· the revenue. He 
chiefly reg:trded the proposition in the light thilt 
it would be unnecessarily rlisturbing the agri­
cult,trists~those on the Darling Downs particu­
l:trly-·and that, too, without producing any 
beneficial results to the pul,Jic genenclly. At the 
same time he must say that if the condition of 
the colony \vere nwre prosporons hr:~ rnight be 
tempted to regard the proposition with more 
favour than he could see his way to do at the 
present moment. \Vith regard to the inten­
tion of the hem. gentleman to move an amend­
ment in the schedule reducing the duty on 
imported wines, he must protest against 
thnt innovation also. The quantity of wine 
that was recei vecl during the year ending 
the 30th June, 188:), was 03,000 gnllons~that 
Wl\S the total <Juantity of wine ~ European 
aml Australian, and the duty paid represented 
£28,000. The hon. gentleman's motion did 
not discriminate between E nrnpean and Aus­
tralian wines ; and if the proposecl reduction 
were accepted it would result in a lo ''l to the 
revenue of at least £14,000 in the consumption 
of wine. l; ndr-r the circnrnstances, he rnust aHk 
if the present w>ts the time~when they were 
incrcaRing the duty on spirit.-; and hnvo;Sing 
a fresh duty on beer~ to remit the duty 
on wine, which was presnrnfLbly the beveL."g·o 
of the better classes of the comnmnity? .. \ vc~7 
large proportion of the ():3, 000 gallr•ns he lmrl 
tnentioned con~isted of high~clas8 European 
wines-sparkling wineR, clnret~, burgunclies, 
n,ncl all cla"lses of wine-which were rnore fre­
rruently to be found on the tablo:J of the well-to-do 

classes than of the workers of the colony. 
TherGfore, he thought the reduction won!tl be 
very nnnocessary liberality shown to the well­
to-do clasoes of the colony, at the mme time that 
they ,,-ore oncleaYonring to obtain larger rcvenno 
by incr"''nsing taxrLtion in other directions. The 
hon. gentlenwn had al:-;n cut. the gronncl fro111 
uwler his own fer:t in reg:1..rd to that nwttet·, lly 
infm·n1ing the C~.nrnnittt~e-if he (the Coltn1ia.l 
'Trea.~urer) nndu ,, too{ l his arg-m11ent-th~tt alarg·er 
quantity of Rpil·it than wn" generally suppo~·fKl 
was contained in those wine/:5. The hon. rnmnbe1· 
rnust bear in 111inU th,1 ... t when they were illcrea:-:;­
ing· the duty upon spirits gmwm]]v they certainly 
ought not to be n:;kec\ to reduce the duty nn 
\Vine, ·which, accol'ding to his own stn.te1nent, 
wa:-; a Yehicle cont[Lining a con~iderable <1nantity 
of spirit. At any ncte he did not follow the 
cour:-;e of the hon. n1mnber's argtnnent in tha.t 
clireetion. On the contrary, if those winos con­
tained so large n quantity of spirit they ong·ht 
to bo increased pm mtr1 with the duty that 
\Vas now irnpm:~ed npon spirits thernselves. 
He regretted tlwt he could not accept the hem. 
nwrnber's views in either din~ction; a.nd while 
he hacl afforded him an opuortnnity of h>wing 
the motion cliscns,,2d by the Committee-as he 
was nnuble to be present the other evening-·-lte 
slwnlrl be glacl if the hon. member conlcl sec 
the ''dvisnhility of withdmwing it at the pre­
sent time, because, cts he betel cclready st,tted, 
'\\hen a general increase of rev en ne \Vas neces­
"'"'Y to be olJtaineLl by increased taxcction, 
it woulrl be certainly extremely illogical fm 
hin1 on the one han<l to ilr1po~e tnxntion, und on 
the other· to remit it, especially when it >ttfected 
those classe:-; of the cmnn1unity who were i-mp­
po.sed to be best able to pay tho existing duty 
upon those articles. 

l\Ir. KATES said it semnecl to him that the 
G-overnn1ent could not sacrifi~J their policy by 
ilnposing t;1xation on one ha.nd aud rernitting it 
on the other. He would like to enlighten the 
hon. 1nmnber for 13nndanbrL a~ to its being an 
achantttge to millers that the tax should be 
retained. lf the duty were abolished the millers 
wonld have wheat cmning acro.ss the border frmn 
Tenterfichl ; they would haYe a. larger field of 
operations, and would be the gainers, \Vhile the 
farmers would bo the losers. The hem. member 
said the Darling Downs farmers wished the 
duty aboli.shed. If the hon. member could 
bring a petition signed by one-fifth of the uow1 
fr.'de whoat-gnYwers on the Downs to that 
etfroct, he should have his (:\fr. Katcs's) 
cordial support. A meeting of the J.'armers' 
Union, about rt. fortnight ago, had cmne 
to a resolution to petition the Government to 
retain the duty on wheat. The hmr. member 
saic\ the abolition of the duty wonlrl lead to the 
establishment of flour-mills ; lmt that was !Jot 
likely, for if mills were e.stablished in Brisbane 
they would ha Ye to J'"Y the freight on the wheat 
frorr1 .L\de:L:'Licle, and would hitYB to go into CtHll­
petition ith mills fitted with he;cvy machinery, 
and three or fonr pair of stones 1 not one prtir, as 
the hon. member had in his mill. The Colonial 
'rrcasurer had told them that the mvenue from 
wheat was not largo, hut he had forgotten to 
mention that there was a heavy duty on bran 
and pollard, which would be lrht if the duty on 
wheat were rmnitted. Tlw fa.rmers on l>arllng 
Downs were entitled to a small protection, and 
he did not think hon. 1nen1 bers ould grudge 
that sn1all protection to a struggling indn~try. 

Mr. G.ROCJ::II said he had never regnrclecl the 
Gel. tt bn,hel on wheat as a protection to the 
fanners nn the Darling Downs, nor did he think 
it had OYer prevented \vheat frnnL cmning over 
the border. The freight on wheat from the Kew 
England rlistdct was so high that the grower.s 
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would never ~em! it <terns:; to Queonsbnclnnle>'s 
they hn,cl " very cert<tin prospect of profit. 
'rhe Darling ])o,vrhl farrrl8rs \vere sornetin1es 
in the grenteKt stmits wlmt to do with 
their whe<tt, nnd they had to 'ell it nt whntever 
price they could g0t for 1t. The miller would 
only give a cert;-,,in price for it ; the Gel. 
a bushel duty hctd nothing whettever to do 
with it; it was simply ct CJUestion between 
buyer C1nd seller. He h[ccl been informed that 
the millers on the Downs entered into a cmnpe~ct 
nml ag1·ee<l to give only 3s. per bu>'hd for the 
wheat, and the impmt duty in no way in­
fluenced that com]mct, or the price given 
for the whe::~t. He was CJnitc prep>tred to 
admit that when the duty was impnsed on 
wheat there was also submitted to the Legisla­
ture a duty on flour of £1 a ton. That was 
thrown ont e~nd a tctx on whectt retctined. The 
cry then was that it was "tax on the poor man's 
flonr. \Vith regard to the reduction of the 
duty on wine the hem. member lmcl rai"e<l 
quite another question. Ho did not know 
whether the hon. member was aware of it, 
bnt it was the very question of reducing 
the duty on wine while sin1nltaneonsly raising 
the duty on beer, thctt brought about the 
<lownfall of the Cbdstone Ministry. The cry 
was ilnutedintely raised, and to good purpose, 
that the G-overnnwnt were going tn incre~1Re the 
tax on the poor nmn's heer, while the rich 
111an's chmnpagne a,nd .sparkling burgundy were 
to be cheapened ; ctml the con,equence was that 
an indignation \Vas aroused tha.t resulted in the 
downfall of the Ministry. He was inclined to 
think it would be one of the n1ost dama-ging 
things they could do--to incrcctse the bx on beer 
by :3d. 11 gct!lon, whilst rcelucing by one-half the 
duty on chctmpagne and all the more costly 
wines consumed chiefly by the richer classes of 
the community. The object of the hon. gentle­
man, no doubt-an object with 'd1ich many 
others in the community svnqmthised -was 
to reduce the duty on colonial wines ; hut he 
must bear in mind that the Imverial Govern­
ment would never e~llow the clnty on colonial 
wine to be reduced to 3s. a gctllon, whilst 
the duty on champagne nnd other wines 
remctined at the old mk. The colony was not 
allowed to pctss differential duties; the only 
wcty it could be clone would be by entering into 
a treaty of reciprocity, say with Victoria and 
So nth A1mtmlia, which might then be sanctioned 
by the Imperial Government. The object the hon. 
gentleman had in view coulcl not be achieved 
\Vithout the Governn1eut sacrificing a la,rge 
a1nount of revenue, beRides doing a great injury 
to the wine industry of the colony. That was a 
matter which ought to enter into considemtion. 
There was" brge amount of capitctl invested in 
the wine industry, which as yet wcts only in its 
infancy. !<:very year the manufctcturers were 
gaining experic'nce by their losses, and the 
CJ1>ality of the wine was improving year by year. 
The present was certainly not the time to propose 
to throw further difficulties in the wcty of the 
industry by reducing the duty on imported wine. 
He thoug-ht the hon. gentleman could not do 
rletter thccn follow the ctdvice of the hem. the 
Colonial Treasurer, and withdraw the motion. 

Mr. ISAJVIBEHT said it was really very 
serious to see with whe~t ense some hem. gentle­
men ctttempted to trifle with indnstries. 
Nothing conic! be more injurious to the brming 
interests than constctntly interfering with them. 
\Vhctt had the hon. gentleman ever clone to 
encourage the wine industry ? Had he ever 
moved thctt the JYiinister for \Vorks should 
make a similar re<luction in the freight of 
colonial wine on the milwe~y as he had made 
in that of colonial beer ? Colonictl wine had 
to pay the sn,me freight as imported wine, ctnd 

that w<ts a very considemhle item, Had the 
hem. g-m1tleman ·ever proposed that the Govern­
ment should eHtablish an agricultnml college to 
teach farmers how to improve their winP-s itnd 
their Inethndf.: of wheat-gTowing? I-re did not 
remember his ever hctving- done so. On the 
whole, when the amendment was looked i-nto, he 
thought it lmrdly deserved n, single comment. 
If the rednction wore made on colonial wine 
there \vonld be no en(l of smuggling. The 
(}overnrnent would not hold office one 1nmnent 
if they attempt _,cl such a partbl reduction. The 
In1perial Ci-nvernn1ent would never a.Uow th01n 
to establish "'differontictl duty except by treaty. 
The great wisdom of the hon. gentleman was 
shown in the schedule where he de,cribed wine. 
He belieYcd the hem. gentlenu1n did not know 
\vhat he was Hpeaking and \Yriting a.bout wl1en 
he framed tlmt schedule-" \Vine containing 2ii 
per cent. of alcohol of a specific gravity of '82G." 
It looke<l ,·ery scientific, but the hon. gentleman 
had no idect of what he was talking about. It 
was ct!most a,; strong as bmncly-nearly GO per 
cent. of proof spirit. He had never seen wino of 
that strength. 

::\Ir. KELL:ETT said he CJnite ctgrecd with the 
prnpositiun lll~Lde by the lwn. lllE'lH1ler for 
llnmbnba, becctuse he believed it was in the 
interest of the fannor.s on the lluwns, the only 
place where \V heat \Vas gro\vn. 

Mr. KATJ~S : \Vhat do you know about it? 
1\Ir. KELLETT said there was an hon. gentle­

man behind him who wcts Yery fond of inter­
ruptillg people on all occasions and seemed 
to make the pre,·ent a pcrson:tl matter. The 
hon. gentleman mnst be very sore, or he would 
not be so uneasy on the subject. He (JVIr. 
Kellett) paid a vi,it to the hem. gentlenmn's 
district sm11e tilne a.go, and spent a very pleasant 
evening at AJlorn, \Yhere he n1et a nlnuber of 
brmers-cts intelligent a class of men as could 
be met anywhere-and they hctd a long discus­
sion on that ',cry point of the duty on whectt. 
'rhose men at one time went in for protection ; 
bnt the opinion now was that the duty should 
be taken off. 'rh at was the opinion of the brmers 
he was talking to, and they were 1nen living in 
the neighbourhood of the hon. member for Dar­
ling Downs. He asked the reason, [tncl they 
gave one similar to thctt given by the hem. member 
for Toowoomba-that there had been an under­
stctnding between the millers thctt only a certain 
price \\as to be given for when.t, and the conse­
quence 'nts that the farmers hac! either to take 
it or go without. They tried to get UlJ a 
co-opercttive company and put up mills of their 
own, but the attempt did not sncceed. It w<~s 
\veil kno\vn that in smne sea,sons rust bad gnt 
into the wheat so much that a g-re.~t part of 
it WiLe almost useless, ctnd there was a very 
small profit. The only way it could he 
used was to import good whectt from Adelaide 
and mix it with the bad. In another year the 
crop would be nenrly nil, and the millers, who had 
expended a lot of money in machinery, would be 
idle nnless they imported wheat to keev the 
mills goin~, If the duty were taken off the con­
sequence ,,-ould be trmt there would be a number 
of mills on the Downs which would buy ctll the 
,,-hectt from the farmers and compete with one 
another, and the price given \vould be smnething 
like 30 per cent. or 40 per cent. more than last 
season. He happenecl, only the other dcty, to 
meet a miller from the Downs, a very intelligent 
man, and he told him that this year pulled 
him through. He had made up the losses 
on several bad seasons, simply becanse there 
w<ts a compact made and they were only pcty­
ing a poverty price to the farmers for their wheat. 
'!'hat gentleman, who was one of the largest 
millers on the Downs, s~,id, " I suffered cts well 
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as the farmers, but now I have had my revenge 
upon them, )1ocau,;c I have made money thi; 
time and eau clear out no\ V,)) That \V m; within 
the last few days. He was satisfied that the 
brmors had come to the conclusion that it would 
be a good thing for them when the duty was 
taken off, became when they did get a gootl crop 
they could sell it at a cheaper price than wheat 
from ~'l.delaide could be sold for. They did not 
consider that they had a good crop unless 
it was double that grown in Sonth Anstn:Llia,, 
He believed that the avera;.;e there had been 
eight bushels for the last f~w years; but the 
fanner:; on the Downs did not think anything 
of a crop unless it yielded twenty bushels am\ 
sometimes up to forty bushels. A man told him, 
a few years ago, that he had a patch of fifty acres 
which yielded forty bnshels of clean wheat to 
the acre. \Vhen there was anything like a 
decent season they could mHler:;ell the Adelnide 
nwn altogether. 'rlmt was the OlJinion he got 
fmm the farmers, who hac!, no doubt, studied the 
uw.tter; and hiH own opinion was quite oppo::;ed to 
tlmt of the hem. member for Darling Downs, who 
seemed to think that because he had a mill the hon. 
lllmuber for Bnndanba \Vas ain1ing <1t hirn. I--Ie 
t1Hnw;ht it would be a good thing if the duty ·were 
tab~noff. The Treasnreragreed tha.t in no part of 
the wmld was .<uch a thing done as the manufac­
tnre< I article being ailowed to conw in free an1 I the 
raw ntatel'ial taxed; and the revenue the hon. gen­
tleman got from wheat was very little indeed. As 
far as the question of wine was concerned, he iihnnld 
much like to see the duty reduced. At present 
they could not go into the question, but he shoulel 
like to see some reciprocal arrangmnent n1ade \vith 
the other colonies for reducing the duty on colonial 
wines. He thonght that if that was done the wine­
gnl\vers of the colony would be benefited, and the 
vignerong would thei1 taketimnetrouble t(~ irnllrove 
the quality of the ctrticle they manufactured. He 
had drnnk some colonial wine fifteen years ago, 
an1l the wine of to-day was no better than it wns 
then. The growArs were too careless, and a little 
competition would do them good. \Vhy, the very 
corks they put in their bottles were not fit for 
glngorbeer corks; and in nuLny other 'tl< a;n:; they 
were behind hand. He was convinced that thev 
only wanted to nnderstand the manufacture e;'f 
wine, and they would then be able to compete 
with Southern growers. A great deal of colonial 
wine would be drunk here if it could be obtained 
at a reaN<mable rate ; but as they could not deal 
with the question it was no use discussing it 
further. He should have great plea'lue in "'P­
porting the motion for the reduction of the dntv 
upon wheat. " 

Mr. JORDAN said he was glad to hear a 
gentleman who nnderstood the question so well, 
state thflt fanners in Qneensland Pxpected to get 
an average of son1ething like doul1le the yield 
obtained in South Australia, and that whereas the 
average there waf, eight busheL~, sixteen tnmheh; 
was the yield here. That was a great admission, 
e,;pecially when made by a gentleman who 
advocated taking off the duty on wheat for the 
benefit of the brmers. But there was a more 
effectnal remedy than taking the duty off wheat, 
and that was to encourage the settlement of the 
colony by the f~trming class in those loe.'tlitics 
which were most suitable for the growth of wheat. 
It was on that ground he supported the resolntion 
of the hon. member for Darling Downs (::\Ir. 
J(ates) for repnrchar.:;i.ng Ca.nning 1Jowns and 
\Vestbrook ]~states. He said the other night, as 
he had a few years since pointed out, that for one 
sing1e acre under wheat in this colony there wore 
180 acres under cnlti mtion in South Australia 
There "·ere now more than a hundred times as 
many acres under wheat in South A 1mtra!ia as in 
(~ueensland, although their average was only 

half what w:1.s obtained here; and if from nine to 
sixteen bushels could be obbinod here with only 
n1nderate seasons, whca,t-growing could be n1ade 
a gre,tt Hncceb~ in thi~:; colony. Instead of taking 
off the duty •Jn wheat, they should encourage the 
introduction of n larg·e nn1nl)8l' of the fanning 
classes of Great Britain, who would lJe gb<l to 
pro,]uce wheat in any IJUantity, if they were 
only giYen facilitie:-:; fur so doing. The question 
of the production of \Yine in the colony \\'"tv-; \'Pry 
nnwh the smue. Sotne t\vel ve nwnths ag-o he 
had vi~:dted llmnn,, and \\.rent to n, vineyard owned 
by a :VIr. Bassett. About eighty acres, he 
Lelieved, \Yere under vines ; and he bad EL long 
talk with the manager. He told him that the land 
was particnlarly well suited for the growth of 
vines, inas1uuch as it rer:tuired no trencbing; tho 
plough was just passed throu;;h it, and the Yines 
were pbntetl. lTpon im1uiq that g·entleman told 
hiru that there were millions of acres of the 
same bnd, not only about ltonw, but in the 
l\Iitchell district-on the way to the 21-Iaranon. 
\\'hy, hundreds of thousands of people from 
Europe and the south of Vwnce could be settled 
upon that bud, and there"'"' nothing he knew 
of to prevent o1u producing wine in this colony 
e<tual to that which was Jn·otluce<! in Victoria and 
South Anstralia. He ];dieved nothiHg woulcl 
be rnore conducive to the e..,tabliHlnnent of telll­
lJerance than the exten~-don of colonial vineyard:-; 
an(l the rnaking- of good colonial wine. There W"\ . .., 

a well-knowu proverb on the Contint"nt, "as (1rnnk 
as a Briton"; lmt the people in the south of 
France a..nd in Spain, where large qnantities of 
wine were 1nade, were a tmnperatc people. J-f e 
felt .snre that nothing would be more conducive 
to the cause of Hational temperance tlmn the 
cultivation of the vine. Instead of taking off 
the duty upon wheat, he> wonlcl enconro~e the 
settlernent of a large IHllll ber of the far1ning 
classes upon the lands of the colony. 

Mr. KATES said he had a few words to say 
in reply to the hon. member for Stanley. The 
hon. member had said that on the Jhrling 
DowHs he had had a pleasant e\ ening, and a 
chat with some intelligent per;;ons whu advot",tted 
the duty on wheat being taken off. If the hem. 
gentleman would just look at the \Varwick 
papers, which could be found in the Library, he 
would find that a brge and influential meeting of 
farmers had recently taken place, and they were 
decidedly opposed to the duty being taken off. 
.i\._t~ to a c01npact exi1;ting bet\veen the Inillcr"'J, 
he knew nothing about it; he had always bought 
his wheat inde[:emlcntly of any other miller. As 
to the fanners being dissatisfied with the prices 
they obtained, they did certainly get low prices 
last year, but prices for wheat were low all the 
world over ; but as '" proof that they considered 
their crop a paying one they had put in twice as 
much seed this year. If the hon. member for 
Stanley would r)roduce a petition signee] by one­
fifth of the farming- population on the 1lowno 
recommemling the abolitioH of the duty upon 
wheat he should support him. 

Mr. P ALI\U~R said the hon. member for 
Darling Downs, in objecting to the 1nution 
brought forward by the member fm Jlundanbn, 
stated that the farmers on the Dm·ling J)owns 
were entitled to sonte RllHtll mnount of }Jrotection. 
If hon.members looketl at the tal1les accnmpany­
ing the Tre:~.~nrer's Finn.ncia1 Stntentent they 
would find that the farmers were already JH'I;­
tected to a. ve1·y la.rge degree, a.s waH shown by 
the fact that the importation of hay and chaff 
last year amounted to V,148 tons; of potatoes and 
onions, which werr products pef'uliar to farn1erR, 
17,88() tons; and of m;~ize, which of all the 
products peculiar to farmers was the one for 
which queen;;land was most snitable, there were 
imported 210,4GG bushels. All those products 
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wore imported under it protective briff, so 
tlmt really the farmer.,; on the Darling Downs 
'vere rn·otected to :1 Yery largo extent. Let hnn 
member>< think of the number of horse,; there were 
employed about Brisbane ; they "'onl<l all starve 
if it 11·ere not for the h'ty itnd chaff imported into 
thi,; country from the other colonic·.. Although 
the farmers here obtainecl donble the cpumtity 
of wheat per acre to what was realised by 
the farmers in South Austmlift they did 
not Jn·oduce sufficient horse-feed fo'r the 
l'er1nh·e1nents of the colony. EYcn a, large 
cpmntity of the gr·een-stuff used here was 
imported from the southern c•1lonies. He 
firmly believed that if farmers had electoral 
powe'r sufficient they would re-enftct the corn 
htws and impose a duty on both flour and wheat. 
If farmers found that wheat-g-rowing did not 
suit them it was very evident tlmt they were 
wa~ting their energieH and that theY ought to 
tnrn them in some other direction. 'IYhat that 
direction would be experienc,, would teach them. 
There wfts a sufficient mctrket in Queenslaml 
for all that the farmers could pl'oduce, 
flnrl he die! not think the time would ever 
cmne when the colony wonlcl produce enough 
wlH",n,t for hon1e conr-.nmption. The tin10 would 
never come when (/ueenslan<l would be able 
to compete with other parte of the worlcl now 
o1;ening-snch,for inHbtnco, a,s India,, ,..,~here rail­
ways were being· extencle<l into the interior of 
the countl'y and were developing- its agricultural 
resources. Bonth 1\merica wrts 110\V con1ing into 
competition with Russia and putting her into 
the back~Tonml, and the United States could 
alone prorluce sufficient whet>t to supply the 
worl<l ; so that Queensland was altogether out 
of it. The hon. member for Dun<lanlm, in advo­
cating his nwtion, argued that the reruission of 
the dnty of Gd. per bushel woulcl encourage the 
fanners, and he thought the hou. gontle11mn 
nutcle out a very good ca~:;e in that res11ect. Bnt 
tnking into considerntiou the ~Ldvantnge fnrnu~1·;; 
lucd in this colony in obtaining double the 
quantity of whe:ct per acre to tlmt obtained in 
South ...c.\._ustralia, and rc1ne1Ubering that even 
under these bvoumble conditions they conkl 
not hold their own, he thought no scheme could 
be devised by which the Committee could help 
them. He "· ould support the motion of the 
hon. member for Bundanba. 

Mr. :b'OOTE said he did not wish to detflin 
the Committee. It WfiS not his intention to 
withdraw the motion. He intended tn test the 
opinion of the Committee. If he 1i ve<l to be in 
the House for the next ten years he would try 
the C[Uestion every year on the same two items. 
The hon. member for Hosewood professed to be 
a ]Jrotectionist and professed to do everything he 
could to encourage labour, but he did not appear 
to know that the impo.oition of the duty of Gd. 
per bushel on wheat had the effect of drawing 
away labour from the colony. The hon. 
gcntlen1an profe~sed, also, to be an expert 
in \Vine-growing and to kno'v all about the 
strength, etc., of wine. \V ell, he did do 
something in the way of wine manufacture 
on one occasion, but what he produced was a 
sort of wash find he very soon got rid of it and 
did not stick to the businesF. Dut that "·as 
not nll. \Vith wry few exceptions there was 
nothing like reasonrtble dl'inkiug wine n1ade in 
the colony. The h<m. member for Dnriing 
l)o\vns (:\Ir. Gromn), in ~pertJking on the qnestion, 
had made out a very strong case in suppm-t 
of the motion before the Committee. He 
made one of the best speeches in support 
of the proposal for taking off the duty 
on wheat that harl been mftcle thflt evening· in 
thflt Committee. The hon. gentleman did not 
do it intentionally. He told the Committee about 
the land monopoly that existed on the Darling 

Dowrm. But there v, ere b1 o or three millers there 
\vho \Yere aJso r;torekeepcr.~, who ITlft(lc D..<.lvance'\ to 
the fanne-r·• dnring the year and "-~round thmn do\vn, 
taking their wheat in exchan:,-~e for the advance:.; 
at any ]•rice they chose to give. If the farmers 
did not accept tlw.t price they could go without. 
Thi>t Wfls the state of things that he (J\Ir. Foote) 
wanted to r<emedy. He did not propose the 
mntion because he thought that \V est J\'Ioreton 
\Vonl{l becmne n, \V heat-growing dit~trict; he 
l1elie\·ed it never wonld be [l.r \V heat-growing diR~ 
trict-nevcr in the age of mftn. One reason why he 
vdshed to bring· about the change contemplated by 
his nwtion waN to ren1ove a.ny prohil>itory dnty 
which would prevent industries which were nmch 
nevderl being carried on in the colony-indus­
tries in 1.vhich people were enga.gecl in the pre­
paration of that article which was the staple 
of the colony, and that was the poor man's 
bread. He was astonished that when the 
Government brought in their new tariff they 
die! not mn<lify some part of the existing 
tariff that the interests of the colony render<!<! 
necessary should be modified. He contended 
thftt the Jll'osp,;rity of the colony wouhl be 
advancecl by n proper red:-:don _of the Jll'L qent 
duties. The hon. member for Ual'ling Downs 
(:\Ir. Katcs) hac! taken that motion as et very 
perwrml matter. No doubt he looke<l ll]JOn it 
as an insnlt, for he h'vl spoken in " very 
ticklish way. No dou!Jt he was interested in the 
rnrLttt'T. He was one of those who lnttd() n1onf\Y 
on the Darling Dowm; at the expense of the poor 
farmer, and he wishe<l the present st,te of things 
to continue, He could quite understand the 
hon. gentle1nan s fe~:lings in the utattel'. Talk 
about the monopoly of the lands! \Vhy, the 
millers on the !Jftrling Downs held the greatest 
monopoly there \Yns in the colony in refereuce to 
the farmers, tend they were the greatest oppressors 
tlH;y had in the land. The hon. gentleman had 
two m· three times made allusion to the little mill 
that he (Mr. Footo) had. Did the hon. gentleman 
imagine tlmt he '' DS the only rm1.n in the colony 
that could put up a 1nill or understood grinding? 
\Vhy, he wccs a mere myth in society, shut up in 
one part of the J>arling Downs-one of the petty 
tyrants that they often read about, and whom 
many men on the Darling Downs thoroughly 
understood. The h<m. gentleman had been very 
pointed and very bitter in his rernarks, bnt he 
lutd ad Yanced no argnn1ent containing auy logic 
whatever against the pr·oposal before the Com· 
mittee. 'Why, he himself, in order t<J keep his 
mill g-oiug, had to introduce wheat from the other 
colonies, and not only that, but he hml mixed 
it with that rnbl>ishing \Vheat grown on the 
Darling Downs, ftnd ]Jassed it off cts good flour. 
Then again, he understood thoroughly that, 
though he paid Grl. a lm,;hel duty, he got ~uore 
than "rebate in the drawback by way of drffer­
ential rates of cCLrriage to the Downs. Talk 
about payment of members ! That was paylllont 
of millers. He coul<l understand the support 
the hon. member would give to any J\Iinistry 
which would retain thflt stnte of things. 
Re could see that the wine matter was not 
received with general favour. The hon. meml1er 
for Darling· ]Jowns (J\Jr. Groom), stated that 
they cnnld not make a differential duty, and he 
did not attempt to do "'• for he wa,; of the smnc 
opinion. Then the hrm. member for South ]3ris­
bane ga\'e the Committee " long speech abont 
wheat, and said he clearly saw the reason \vhy the 
duty ·<houl<l not be taken off wheat, because the 
far1ner8 smnetin1es got forty bushels per acre on 
the Ihrling Downs. He fancied the farmers would 
be nble to grow sufficient wheat to supply the 
colony with Jlonr, lmt that period woulcl never 
come in the age of the h<m. gentleman, or in the 
age of his descendants, thongh they should live 
200 years hence. The hon. member did not 



Customs Duties Bill. [9 SEPTEMBER.] Petitions. 609 

kno'\v 1nnch rrwre about whcat-gnJ\\'ing than 
the seat on which he sat; and as for 
wine-growing, he kne\v grapes when he 
them on the vines, but beyond that 
experience \va::.; not very great. Nmnetitnes 
what the hon. member said container! " little 
r:;en~e, but oftentin1cs it was a. mere f<1brication 
of rulJbish. ·whilst he (Mr. :b'oote\ Wl1S a mem­
ber nf l'<erlimnent, he would agibte the subject 
every year until something was rnacle of it ; and 
when he brought it forw:1rcl again it would lJe 
on a larger scale. If he got leave to bring in a 
Bill he would t1lter the taritf, no matter wh>:~t 
Ministry might be in power ; he would pnt it 
into a better shape than its pre,;ent form. 

:Mr. BROOKES ''aid he had a word to say in 
oppositiun to what fell from the hon. member for 
Bnt·ke, and on which the hon. rnember for Bun­
thnba laid great emphasis. Some yeat·s ago J'.Ir. 
Dnffield, from Adebide, vi,ited the colony, and 
r1fter he cmne from the Darling Down.s he hr1d " 
short conversation with him. That gentleman 
said he was perfectly astonished at what he had 
seen on the ])own~, and \VfL~ thoroughly :.:;atisfied 
that there W,e< no necc ,,ity for Queensland to int­
port a ~ingle ht~' of flour frnrn South A.ustr::tlia. 

J\Ir. KATES said there wr1s a cerb1in eh'" of 
people who would not sink so long''" they could 
swim. 'There was no doubt tlmt before very 
long the DtLrling· Downs \Vonld supply the cnnntry 
with fio'lr. In 1883, 10,000 acre,; of land were 
under wheat. There were 15,000 acre' la,,t year, 
and during the present yer1r they were likely to 
have 20,000 acres under wheat in spite of the dry 
weather ; and the wher1t was looking remarlmhly 
well. The hrm. member for Bundanha got into 
a temper and abused him all<] other hon. mem­
bers because they did not agree with him. He 
wnnted t~) srnnther a ri:.:;ing and prmni::.ing young 
industry in order to establish a few flonr-mill,; in 
Ipswich or Brisbane, but if those mills were 
established how could they compete with the 
powerful mills in Adelaide: 'l'hey would have 
to import wheat from Adelaide. 

Mr. FOOTE: 1'\o. 

Mr. KATE8: \Vould it come from the Darling 
Downs ? . The hem. member called him "' petty 
tyrant. He had been four tirneH before his con­
stituents and was returned chiefly by farmers­
once at the head of the poll. If he httd been a 
petty tyrant after living twenty yeru,, on the 
Darling· Downs he would not have been returned. 
He was not a storekeeper, but sirn ply a miller. 
The hon. gentlen1an 1Jer~i.-.;ted in speaJ,::ing of the 
monopoly po,sessed by the millers, but he would 
point out that the duty on wheat "''"' not for the 
benefit of the miller-the f"rmer would suffer if 
the duty were abolisherl ; mtd it was in order to 
protect the farmer by retaining the duty of f)cl. 
per bushel on wheat that he opposed the new 
clause. He sincerely hoped hon. members would 
not tr1ke otf the small protection at present 
afforded to the farmers on the Darling Downs. 

Question put, and the Committee divided:­
AYE:->, 6. 

::\1essrs. Xclson, Palmer, Govctt, Kcllctt, Smyth, aud 
Foote. 

XoEs, 3:~. 

Sir 'l'. :Jieihvraith, ::\Icssrs. Archer, ::\Iorchcad. Dlckson, 
:Norton, ChnblJ, Griffith, Rnt.lcdgc, .:\Iidglc.v. Hamilton, 
Anncar, Stcvcns. Aland. \Yaketicl(l, Fcn.ruson, Katcs, 
Llssner, C'ampbell. Bnckland, ])utton. ::\lol'cton, ::\Iiles, 
Sheridan, Isambcrt. Bailc~·. Jord;m, Blaek, Brookes, 
l\:Iacrossan, Groom, \YalhtCf') Foxton, and }[ellor. 

Question reqolvcd in the neg:1tive. 
Clause 8-" Commencement and short title of 

Act"-pnt and passed. 
The COLONIAL l'llEASURER srtid he 

would like to go on with the Bill, and as the 
matter hnd been so fully discussed already, there 
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wr1s nothing to do hut divide. However, he did 
not wish to take ad vantage of the good nature of 
hon. memhers. Speaking seriously, he hoped 
they \Vonld rnake son1l~ more r<-tpid progress 
to-morrow than they had done to-day. He moved 
that the Chairman leave the chair, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. :\fOREHEAD said that owing to the 
unexplained absence of the Premier, perhaps, 
the time of the Committee had been more th~m 
ordinarily wasted that night, though certainly 
not by members of the Opposition. He did not 
know where the Premier had been-he might have 
been in church or opening son1e new lVIasonic 
h,t!l-but he should continue to attend more 
regularly, because through his ttbsence the Op­
po~itinn considered there had been an inunense 
deal of time wasted, as members on the other 
side had not been kept in order at all. 

Question put rend passed. 
The House resumed; the CHATTUIAX reported 

progreRs, and obta,ined leave to sit :::tgain to~ 
lllOlTO\V. 

AD,TOUR:-{J\1EN"T. 
The P RI<~J\ITI~n : I beg to move that thi-: 

Hou;;e do now rcdjourn. \Ve propose to proceed 
to-1umTow with the lnu.;inest-j in the sa.1ne order as 
for to-drcy. The motion of the .Minister for 
\Vorks for the approncl of plans of the Beauaraba 
r:til way will be postponed. 

Question put >tll(l p:.tssed; and the House 
r1djourne'l at twenty-eight minutes past 10 
o'clock. 




