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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY,
Thursdey, 3 September, 1885,

Petition. — Motion  for Adjournment. — Motion for
Adjournment.—Tornal 3lotiow.-—Postponewent.—
Mineralogical Leetures.—Deer Duty Rill-—sceond
reading. — Customs Duties  Bill — eownnittee, —
Adjournment.

The SPEAXKER took the chair at half-past

3 o’clock.
PETITION.

Mr. BROOKES presented a petition from the
Primitive Methodist Conneetion of Queensland,
represeuting 140 congregations, in favour of the
Licensing Bill, and especially of the local option
clauses ; and moved that it be read.

Question put and passed, and petition read by
the Clerk.

On the motion of Mr. BROOKIIS, the petition
was received,

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. ANNEAR said : Mr. Speaker,—Iefore I
sit down I shall move the adjournment of the
House. I intended to refer yesterday to the
remarks made by the two members for South Bris-
bane as to the want of coal-trucks for carrying
coal between Ipswich and Drisbane, but you
ruled that T could not spealk twice. What I was
going to say is fully borne out in an article
appearing to-day in the Brishane Courier, and
headed ““Coal Shipments to Drisbane.” What I
am going to state is well within the recollection
of the Minister for Works, and he will acknow-
ledge that it is practically true. The difficulty
with regard to coal-trucks can be easily
overcome if the hon. gentleman will receive a
report from some person who knows the value of
certain trucks which are at present in Mary-
borough, At the present time there are in the
town of Maryborough eighty coal-trucks, shipped
from England for the Queensland Land and Coal
Company. Those trucks are constructed of iron,
but there is some defect, I believe, in the oiling
apparatus of the trucks when they are loaded.
The defect is that their construction will not allow
lubricators to be put on. Well, I saw three of
those trucks loaded in Maryborough, and My,
Rodger, who was then the foreman of the loco-
motive shops, will fully bear out what I am
now going to state. Three of the trucks were
altered so that the oiling was effectual, and
they did run without the bearings be-
coming heated. I went from Maryborough
to Howard with three gentlemen when they
were run, and the bearings were by no means
heated—in fact they were scarcely warm. These
trucks have, I believe, been offered to the Gov-
ernment at a very low price indeed. T think I
am correct in stating that the Government of
this colony have paid as much as £70 a
waggon for wood waggons used in  Mary-
bhorough and Brishane—the Government finding
the wheels, axles, and springs. The waggons
that I refer to are complete, having wheels,
axles, springs, and everything, Tet any hon.
gentleman go over to South Brisbane and see one
of the hoppers in use there taken off the wheels
and put over a ship, and see the length of time it
takes to discharge. When the crutch is knocked
away the door falls, but the coal does not all
come out, and a man has to be there with a maul
to knock the coal out. With an iron waggon it
is quite different: as soon as the bar is knocked
away the waggon is immediately empty. I
think that the Minister for Works should take
the purchase of those eighty waggons at Mary-
borough into his serious consideration, because
Mr. Rodger assured me that the defect of
those waggons could be remedied at a cost of
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£3 15s. per waggon, and I am correct in stating
that those waggons can now be purchased by
the Government at a less cost than those
which are now being manufactured for them.
Now, I do not think that the Railway De-
partmment is at fault for the shortuess of
coal-waggons, Dbecause Mr. Curnow told me
this morning that two years ago the then
Commissioner for Railways (Mr. Herbert) wrote
to the coal proprietors at Ipswich, asking them
what they thought would be their prospective
requirements for the coming year, and from a
great many he received no veply at all. There-
fore the charge cannot be made against the depart-
ment that it is through their fault that there are so
few coal-waggons., It would have been better to
permit the mine-owners to do as they do in New
South Wales: that is, provide the trucks and the
Government the locomotive powsr. If that
system were adopted we should be in a very
much better position than we arc to-day, I am
speaking now of what T saw myuelf 5 and T say
that, according to Mr. Rodger, who is now a
servant of the Government, those trucks can be
altered at a small cost, and would be of the very
greatest use. 1 beg to move the adjournment of
the House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon., W.
Miles) said : Mr. Speaker,—The hon. member
for Maryborough has made the most extra-
ordinary statement I have heard for a consider-
able time. He says that he believes in the coal
proprietors providing their trucks, and yet at
the same time he is endeavouring to force the
Government to purchase trucks from a private
company. It is a most extraordinary argument
indeed to say that we ought to do what the
Government of New South Wales are doing in
this watter, and in the same breath urge the
Government to buy waggons belonging to the
coal company.

Mr. ANNEAR : The principle of the Govern-
ment providing the waggons has already been
adopted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Well, here
is an opportunity to make a new departure if the
principle is adopted, and allow this company,
which was originally known as the Hurley
Company, to supply their own trucks. Wherever
the hon. gentleman got his information about
this matter, he has not got it correctly. The
hopper-waggons belonging to this coal company
at Howard were offered to the Government at a
certain figure, and Mr. Horniblow was instructed
to go to Howard and inspect and value the
waggons, He reported that the wheels and axles
were defective, that the trucks had only single
buffers, and that the couplings were defective,
and that it would cost £16 per waggon to make
the necessary alterations in them. However, he
recommended the Government to give acertain
price for them, and, I believe, I offered that price,
but the agent of the company told me that he
could not accept it because the Queensland
National Bank had alien of £6,500 on the trucks,
and unless the company got that amount for
them the Government could not have the
waggong. Now, I do not think the Government
could have acted move fairly than they have
done. I knew very well that the waggons were
constructed for a particular gauge and that
they were almost worthless for any other;
and I was desirous of meeting the company
fairly and to give them the value of their
waggons. A very short time after this offer
was declined tenders were called for building a
certain number of hopper-waggons, and the
representative of the company, with a member
of Parliament—not the hon. member for Mary-
borongh—came to me and said, * We will take
your offer,” I replied, ““ You are too late; you
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got my offer and refused it.” That is the whole
history of these waggons. I think, however,
that it would be better for the country to expend
£6,500 in building new hopper-waggons, than
to spend it in the purchase of the waggons
helonging to the company I have referred to.
The hon. member for Maryborough says these
iron waggons are superior to the trucks
made for the Government. In answer to
that [ may remind him of what I have
already said—mnamely, that it will cost £16 per
waggon to make them suitable for the traffic
on our railways. 1 think the best thing the
company can do is to use their waggons them-
selves, as they will get their coal carried at a
much lower rate by providing their own trucks.
At all events, T have made up my mind that I
shall not buy these hopper-waggons at any
price.

The Hox. Sig T. McILWRAITH said : My,
Speaker,—I cannot understand the remarks of
the hon. gentleman, although I endeavoured to
follow hmm. He ended by saying that he is
determined, while he is in oftice, not to buy these
trucksatany price,whileat the same timehestated
that upon the recommendation of Mr. Horniblow
he offered a certain price for them. What does
he mean by that? What induced him to change
his mind? I wish, however, he had given us
some information on a matter that is much more
important. If the Railway Department do not
want these trucks,I would say do not buy them ;
and perhaps the hon. gentleman knows more
about the matter than I'do. DBut what I would
like to know iz whether it is correct, as stated
by the hon. member for Maryborough, that the
woodwork alone of each of the hopper-waggons
made for the Government costs £70. That is a
most extravagant price for the woodwork of a
waggon for a 3 ft. 6in. gauge.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr.
Speaker,—Before the hon. member for Mary-
borough spealss in reply I would like some mem-
ber of the (Government to make an explanation
upon the point raised by the hon. member for
Mulgrave. It seems to be an extraordinary
thing that the (Government should be paying
£70 for trucks, exclusive of the cost of springs,
wheels, and axles, That 1s the statement of the
hon, member for Maryborough. I think if the
Government get waggons made at that cost the
sooner they stop making them the better.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The cost
of hopper-waggons, including everything, is about
£70 odd.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : What are
the odd pounds ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The price
T have mentioned includes springs and all com-
plete. The contract price is £70 odd.

My, BEATTIE : Does that include the cost
of wheels, axles, and springs ?

The Hox. Sir T. McILWRAITH : The hon.

gentleman says it does.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: I would
like to know what are the odd pounds? The
price may be £71 or £79.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I believe
the price is £75. Of course I cannot carry the
figures in my head.

Mr. ANNEAR said: Mr., Speaker,—The
Minister for Works has endeavoured to lead
the House to infer that I am advocating
one thing while I should like to do another.
I stated that if the principle of the coal
proprietors supplying their own trucks were
adopted in the first instance it would be a good
principle ; but since the principle of the Govern




Motion for Adjournment.

ment supplying the trucks has been adopted
throughout the colony, I thought it would be
well for the Government to purchase the wagguns
I have mentioned. HMven if, as the hon gentle-
man stated, it is true that the alterations neces-
sary to be made in the waggons will cost £16 per
waggon,they will then becheaper than the waggons
now madeby the Government, because one of these
iron waggons will wear out three of the wooden
hopper-waggons.  Of course, if the hon. gentle-
man is determinedly opposed to it, he will not
purchase the trucks, I may, however, say that
if he did purchase them they could be put on
board a vessel at Maryborough and brought
down here within a week.

Question put and negatived.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT,

The Hox. SR T. McITLWRAITH said : Mz,
Speaker,—At the end of the discussion on the
Customs Duties Bill last night the Premier took
occasion to question an assertion I made, in
terins which implied that I not only made the
statement knowing it to be untrue, but that I
had been in the habit of making such statements,
The assertion I made is contained in the follow-
ing words, Speaking of the Premier, I said —

“ e has referred two or threc times to the Taviff Bill
I introduced mnyself, and characterised it as one of the
smallest and most contemnptible measures introduced
into this Ifouse. Small and contemptible as it was,
however, the hon. member got his side of the House to
talk at it for three nights, night after night.

“The PrEM1ER: When?

¢ The ITon. Sir T. McItwrarti : For three nights, both
in Committee of Ways and Means and in the House.”

In replying to that the Premier gquoted me as
having said :—

‘“The Opposition at that time debated his Finanecial
Statement under similar eirenmstances for days, on the
second reading of the Bill relating to Customs duties.
He said the debate occupied three nights, and I asked
him to state the time when such a thing took place.”’

I rose and contradicted that as not being what I
stated—

I said nothing of the sort. I said the hon. member
debated it three nights in Committee of Ways and
Means and on the second reading of the Lill.”*

That is the statement T made. Then the Premier
went on to say

“I do not think that is exactly what the hon. member
said : but even that is searcely less accurate than his
previous statcinent. I asked for particulars, beeause I
Inew that nothing of the kind ever happened, and be-
cause it would be convenient at once to give the state-
ment a contradietion. The hon. gentleman is in the
habit of making statements of that kind. Ie has done
s0 on severul oceasions hefore, but now I have got him.”’

Now, sir, I made my Financial Statement in
Committee of Ways and Means on the 12th
August, and ended by moving my tariff pro-
posals, which constituted the motion before the
Committee. The Financial Statement was the
shortest on record ; it occupied only ten minutes
in delivery. A debate then took place, and
lasted till the rising of the House just before tea-
time, and nothing whatever except the one subject
—the tariff proposals of the Government—was
discussed. That was the first of the debate.
The debate was adjourned wuntil the 17th
August—the debate on the TFinancial State-
ment—and the only gentleman on the other
side who spoke on the general subject of
finance and on the financial position of the colony
was Mr, Dickson, the hon. member for Enoggera.
He replied on the general statement, but all
the other members who spoke occupied the whole
time during that evening on the one subject—
namely, the tariff arrangements of the Govern-
ment. That was the next day. The pro-
posals of the Government were carried, and they
then came before the House. Buf before the
Comumittee would allow the proposals of the
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Glovernment to be carried, I conceded to the
wishes of a very large number who were anxious
to have an expression of opinion on the subject
of protection and freetrade, and consented to
move formally that the House go into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means on a future oc-
casion so as to give them an opportunity of
bringing forward their proposals, did this
because they considered it unfair to debar
them from having an opportunity of Lringing
forward their proposals counter to mine. Accord-
ingly, on the 13th October we went into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means again, and during the
whole of the 13th October there was nothing at
all debated except my tariff and the proposals of
the gentlemen who wished something else to be
substituted. That was the next day. The for-
mal adoption of the report came next day, but as
it took only a few minutes I will take no notice
of that. Then came the second reading of the
Bill, which occupied but a very short time, and
I will take very little notice of that also. Dut
on the 26th October it was considered in com-
mittee, and occupied the greater part of that
sitting. I have taken from Hansard the amount
of time we were engaged in it, and I find that
we were actually engaged—without counting the
second reading and the odd timesit camme formally
before the House—we were actually engaged
three whole parliamentary days. Twice we were
occupied with it for half-a-day, and also for two
full days from the commencement to the end of
the session. I have shown that my statement
was absolutely correct, that on that small Tariff
Bill three days were spent. But in addition to
that I could have made the statement a great
deal wider, because we spent actually & day and
a-half on cognate proposals which were before
Parliament at the same time—a Bill for the
reduction of the excise duty on colonial spirits,
a Bill for imposing an export duty on cedar,
and a financial Bill for the formation of
Treasury bonds. All those were discussed
at the same time; so that the Customs
Duties Bill not only took up three days, but a
great part of the days which were nominally
devoted to the other Bills, I will now leave the
House to judge whether I was correct in the
statement I made last night. And even were it
not so, the Premier went far beyond what he
was justified in doing in characterising the state-
ment [ made—which was capable of proof, for
which some little allowance might have heen
made, and which T have proved to be abgolutely
correct from the pages of Hanserd—the Premier
went too far in characterising my statement as
one of the untrue statements I was in the habit
of making in this House. I beg to move the
adjournment of the House.

The PREMIER (Hon., S. W, Griffith) said :
Mr. Speaker,—The hon. gentleman resents the
flat contradiction which I gave last night as to
the accuracy of a statement he made. The
statement the hon. gentleman has made this
afternoon is quite irrelevant to the statement
which I made last evening—a fact which I
suppose he knows, I complained last night that
after the Financial Statement and the proposals
of the Government had been fully debated in
Committee of Ways and Means, and the resolu-
tions adopted, the whole evening had been
taken up on the second reading of a Bill to
give effect to those proposals—a course which I
said was unprecedented in the House. The
hon. gentleman said that we had done the same
thing ourselves. His first statement was certainly
reported as he made it.

The Hon. Sz T. McILWRAITH: I have
read what I stated, word for word.

The PREMIER: Yes; I say the statement
the hon, gentleman made is reported just as I
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understood him to make it, and what he said
certainly conveyed to my mind that we had
debated for two or threo days the second reading
of a BIill merely introduced to give effect to
resolutions already agreed to, in precisely the
smne manner as was done last evening. T showed
that we had done nothing of the kind—that so
far from having debated the second reading of
that Bill for two or three days; it was not debated
for half-an-hour, or for a quarter of an hour. It
was treated almost as a formal motion; that I
showed, and that the hon. gentlemen does not
attempt to contradict ; but his answer now ig,
that in Committee of Ways and DMeans the
matter was fully discussed for two or three days.

The Hox. Sir T. McILWRAITH : That is
the assertion I made last night and which you
contradicted.

The PREMIER : That is not the assertion I
contradicted. It would have been absurd for
me to have objected last night to a debate taken
last week., T complained of the unusual course
taken last night in again debating the proposals
agreed toin Committee of Ways and Means upon
the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. ARCHER: Who by? Your own party ?

The PREMIER : By hon. members opposite
mostly. It was quite clear how the debate was
conducted, and it was quite clear that no other
businesy was intended to be done last night.
The hon. gentleman has not corrected anything
I said last night in any particalar. VWhat hap-
pened was this: He made his Financial State-
ment and the House adjourned to a subsequent
day, as it always does, for the consideration of
the Statement. The debate on the Financial
Statement was conducted in the ordinary
manner and occupied two evenings, and by

the end of the second evening the hon.
gentleman’s proposals were carried—I forget

whether with amendiments or not, Then at the
request of an hon. gentleman, who supported the
hon. member himself, another day was given
to discuss certain proposals in Committee of
Ways and Means. A day was given to discuss
certain  proposals made by an independent
member of the House, and nobody could com-
plain of that being dome. When the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means had done its work
the proceedings went on in the ordinary way,
and the Bill introduced to give effect to the
resolutions then passed in Committee of Ways
and Means was In no way treated as a similar
Bill was yesterday. It will be noticed, as I said
lastnight, that the debate upon the second reading
ofthehon. gentleman’s Bill couldnot have occupied
more than ten minutes. In committee there
were again some amendments moved in it by hon.
members; the Bill was defectively drawn in the
first place, and some amendments bad to be
made in it on that account. Then an amend-
ment was moved to omit the word “acids,” by
an hon. member who supported the Govern-
ment when he took any part at all; and a
second amendment was made by the same hon,
member, who might be called an independent
member, but who usually supported the Govern-
ment.  So far from the whole of the evening
being taken up in debating the resolutions over
and over again, I find that on the same day
the Treasury Bills Bill was read a second time ;
the Duty on Cedar Bill was put through
committee ; and the Duty on Queensland
Spirits Bill was also put through committee.
‘What I accused the hon. gentleman of last
night was making a reckless statement without
knowing whether it was true or not. He made
a reckless statement wanting to do what he
is very much in the habit of doing—saying
“You're another.” When any complaint is
made on this side of the House he meets it by
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zaying, “ You used to do the same.” That is
but a very poor argument in any case and T have
proved, in this case, that it is not correct.

The SPEAKER: I will point out to the
House that the hon. member for Mulgrave was
irregular in moving the adjournment of the
House, and that in order that the records of the
House may be uniform he should have risen to
a personal explanation, the reason heing that the
motion for the adjournment of the House was
previously put and negatived and no business
had intervened up to the time the hon. member
made his motion,

The Hox. Str T. McILWRAITIH : A lot of
business intervened, sir.

The SPEAKER: Only notices of motion,
which are not considered business.

The Hox, S T. McILWRAITH : How can
we possibly get the House adjourned unless they
are considered business ?

The SPEAKYER : If the hon. member will
permit me, he will see by the * Votes and Pro-
ceedings” of the House that, a motion for adjourn-
ment having been negatived, some business mush
intervene hefore a similar motion can be again
put. Notices of motion do not appear in the
““Votes and Proceedings” of the House as part of
the record of the proceedings, but in a special
place for notices of motion ; and if the hon.
gentleman’s motion is recorded as he made it
there will appear two motions following each
other for the adjournment of the House. That
would be something quite irregular, because some
business must intervene which will appear upon
the records of the House—if the hon. member
understands that ?

The Hon, Stz T. McILWRATITH : T quite
understand it.

The SPEAKTER : Some Dbusiness which will
appear upon the *Votes and Proceedings” as
records of the House must intervene before the
adjournment of the House can be again moved,
after a similar motion has just been negatived. 1f
the hon. gentleman’smotionappearson the ‘“Votes
and Proceedings” as a personal explanation on the
part of the hon. member it will be quite in order,
but if it appears as a motion for the adjournment
of the House it will be quite irregular, and will
interfere with the uniformity of the “ Votes and
Proceedings.”

The Hox, Stk T, McILWRAITH said: Mr.
Speaker,—I had no intention of asking the
privilege of the House to make the statement I
made. © made the statement as a right, and I
made it as a right by moving the adjournment
of the House. With all due deference to you, I
think you have proved, not that I was irregular
in moving the adjournment of the House, hut
rather that the irregularity is to be found inthe
way in which the business of the House is
recorded in the ¢ Votes and Proceedings.” We
have actually done a certain amount of business,
but, according to your statement, though a
certain amount of business has been done, it does
not appear on the records, and according to
the records it is not actually business at all. I
think it is, however ; and I see nothing contrary
to precedent in two similar motions following
each other in the records of the House. I
have seen that happen dozens of times. If
such business as I say undoubtedly inter-
vened between these motions is not to be
considered business, why is it that at the end of
the sitting a motion for the adjournment of the
House hecomes necessary ? We might simply
disperse, because there would be no occasion for
getting the House adjourned at all. Do you
rule absolutely, Mr. Speaker, that this cannot be
done? I have moved the adjournment of the
House,
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The SPEAKER: T will point to a suppo-

sitivus case. Supposing that T had called the
formal motions, and that the motion given
in the name of Mr, Kates, the hon. member
for Darling Downs, was allowed to proceed
as a formal motion, as it would probably be—
if that hon. member’s motion was then passed
the hon. gentleman could have risen and moved
the adjourunment of the House. I desire him to
understand that in no case in the proceedings of
Parliament has a notice of motion ever leen
considered part of the business of the House. The
hon. member will find on reference to the *“ Votes
and Proceedings” of the House, which have been
uniform throughout, that a notice of motion is
not considered part of the business. If the hon.
gentleman has been misrepresented he has a
perfect right to malke a personal explanation, but
I do not think that the motion for the adjourn-
ment of the House having been put and nega-
tived, and uno ordinary business of the House
having intervened, a motion for the adjourn-
ment of the House can be moved a sceond
tine.
Mr, ARCHER : T should like, with the per-
mission of the House, to make a short statement
touching the question in dispute. Out of the
eighteen speeches made last night, no less than
ten—if the Speaker may be counted as a sup-
porter of the GGovernment—were made from the
Government side of the House.

The PREMIER: The Speaker could not
have taken part in the debate last night ; he was
in the chair.

Mr. ARCHER: I beg the hon. Speaker’s
pardon. T find on looking closer at the figures
that there were nine speeches made on each side
of the House, and several of the speeches made
by supporters of the Government were quite as
long as any that were made on this side; so that
his own supporters were as much to blanie—if
blame there be—as we were.

The Hoxn. J. M. MACROSSAN : T do not
know whether I am in crder in speaking to this
question

The SPEAKER: I have alveady put the
motion from the chair, and it will have to appear
on the recovds in the way in which it has been
propozed.  But I would point out that the irre-
gularity must not oceur again,

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : 1 was going
to point out the same thing that the hon. member
for Blackall has pointed out—mamely, that the
munber of speakers on the (Govermment side of
the House last night quite equalled the number
who spoke on the Opposition side; and out of
the speakers on the Government side there were
three Ministers. Under such circumstances 1
cannot conceive what right the Premier had to
get up and make a complaint in the terins he
used. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, on hearing the
terms he made use of you would have been quite
justified, I think, in calling him to order. It is
your duty, I know, to call any hon. member to
orcder.  We are a good deal in the habit of
allowing the less prominent members of the
House to make statements against each other
which should not be made ; but prominent mem-
bers, such as the Premier and the leader of the
Opposition, should not be allowed to make such
flat contradictions to each other. It is just the
same as one gentleman calling another a liar
That should not be permitted, and that was done
by the hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern-
ment last night.

The PREMIER: No, it was not.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Ves, last
night.  The hon, gentleman said the leader of
the Opposition was in the habit of making mis-
statements, and that he had at last canght him.
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How much stronger could he have put it without
saying that the leader of the Opposition was a
liar, and that he had at last caught him telling a
lie? The statement made by the leader of the
Opposition was perfectly correct, as was proved
by Hansard as quoted by the Premier himself.
T hops we shall have less of these imputations—
less of this tu quogue style of argument in the
future.

The PREMIER ¢ Hear, hear !

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: There is
nothing that this side of the House has done
in the way of irregularity in debate that has
not been exceeded by the gentlemen who now
8it on the (Government side of the House.

The PREMIER : Is not that tu quoque?

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : It would
be much better if all the irregularities and
acrimonies, on both sides, of former sessions
were forgotten entirely.

The PREMIER : Hear, hear !

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Let us stick
to the husiness of the House ; and if the hon.
gentleman does get hit occasionally by his own
side, as he did last night, let him keep his temper
in a better manner.

Mr, BROOKES: May Isay a word or two,
Mr. Speaker? The hon. member for Towns-
ville has chosen a rather curious way to soothe
the acrimonies of debate—it is like trying to
extinguizh a fire by pouring kerosine on it. He
first objects to the tu quoque style of argument,
and then he says that whatever irregularities his
side may have been guilty of, this side has been
guilty of greater. That is a very conciliatory
style of specch, T nust say.  In my opinion it iy
that side that has been guilty of the greatest
irregularities.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Youare too
often absent to know.

The Hox., Sk T. McILLWRAITH : The
Premier has reiterated his defence of last night.
In contradicting my statement the hon. gentle-
man said :—

“IIe said the debate oesupied three nights, and I

asked him to state the thne when such a thing took
place.”
I made no such statement. DMy words are ve-
ported in Hausard, and I am quite prepared to
stand by them. T corrected the hon. gentleman
not only while I was speaking, in reply to his
interjection, but I corrected him also when he
was speaking, My words then were :—

“Isaid the Lion. mewmber debated it three nights in

Connnittee of Ways and Means, and on the second read-
ing of the Bill.”
The hon. gentleman accused me of saying that
he had opposed the Bill for three nights on the
second reading—an agsertion which T never made.
Then the Premier went on to say :—

“ T do not think that s exactly what the hon. mem-
ber said: but ever that is scarcely less accurate than
his previous stateinent.”

But the hon, gentleman has even gone further
than T did. He has shown by his quotations
that four nights were consumed over the
Customs Duties Bill, instead of three, as I
modestly estimated it. The hon. member is in
the habit of making contradictions and state-
ments of that kind, depending upon hisundoubted
ability to manipulate quotations, and to hunt up
records and references with an expedition that
is quite unequalled in the House. But I knew
perfectly well that what I was stating was true ;
and I also knew that on looking up the records
the hon. gentleman, instesd of bowling me out,
would be bowled out himself—which is exactly
what has happened. After insisting that I had
{ made a false statement, he has actually proved
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from Hansard that my statement was perfectly
correct, and that he has departed from the posi-
tion of a gentleman. When he saw that my
statement was correct, instead of withdrawing
his charge he has tried to wriggle out of what
he actually did say.

Question of adjournment put and negatived.

FORMAL MOTION.

The following formal motion was agreed to :—

By Mr. KATES—

That there be laid upon the table of the IIouse a
Return showing all expenditure incurred by the Elee-
tions and Qualifications Committees of the 7th, 8th, and
9th Parliaments respectively, in connecetion with dis-
puted elections.

POSTPONEMENT.

Upon the first Order of the Day being called,

The PREMIER said : In accordance with the
promise I made the hon. member for Port Curtis
yesterday, I beg to move that this and the follow-
ing Orders of the Day be postponed until after
consideration of General Business, Notice of
Motion No. 1.

The Hox. S1r T. McILWRAITH said: Mr.
Speaker,—I was not present in the House when
the motion for taking Thursday as a Government
day and sitting on Friday evening instead of
Iriday morning was passed; and although I
am prepared to give every facility for Govern-
mont business being passed through the House,
I think some consideration ought to have been
shown to members so far as this week is con-
cerned. I have an engagement for Friday
night and for to-night, made previous to the
motion altering the sitting days, never expecting
for a moment that the motion would be made
applicable to this week. I am surprised that,
under the circumstances, the Premier did not
make some allowance, at all events, for to-night
and Friday. I would like to know what are
the intentions of the Government in regard to
that matter. I do not think it is fair to carry
on Government business with very few members
except (GGovernment supporters being present;
and my case is not a solitary one, because
there are plenty of members on this side
of the House who have made engagements
in the same way, being under the impres-
sion that the alteration would not apply to
the first Thursday and Friday. Next week,
probably, they would not be liable to the same
engagements. I should like to know what the
Government propose to do to-night and to-
morrow ?

The PREMIER : To-night, Mr. Speaker, we
propose to go on with the business as it stands on
the paper—Beer Duty Bill, second reading ; Cus-
tons Duties Bill, in committee ; and if that is dis-
posed of, the Elections Bill. Notice of the motion
making the alteration in the days of sitting was
given last Thuraday for Tuesday, so that there was
no attempt to take members by surprise. As to
the Thursday sittings, there is nothing unusual in
that. It has been usual to do Government busi-
ness on Thursdays all the session, and T do not
know of any special engagements for this evening.
There is to be a public meeting, I believe, some-
where, but the business of this House is of more
importance than a public meeting.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRATITH : I asked
what the Government intend to do on Friday ;
that is of more importance than to-night. 1
know quite well that it has been usual to sit on
Thursdays.

The PREMIER : I do not know exactly what
the business is for to-morrow. I will ascertain
from the Clerk what it is. I am not prepared
to say, until I know what the business is, what
will be done to-morrow. T intend to find out in
the course of the evening.
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Mr. CHUBD: Will the Premier tell us
whether he intends to take the Elections Bill
this week ?

The PREMIER : I hope so.

Mr. CHUBB : To-morrow ?

The PREMIER : T only said T hope so; 1
hope to get to it to-night.

Question put and passed.

MINERALOGICAL LECTURERS.
Mr. NORTON,

motion—

That the Iouse will, on Triday. the 11th instant, re-
solve itself into a Committece of tlie Whole to consider
the following resolutions :—

1. That it is desirable that Mineralogical Lecturers be
appointed by the Government for the purpose of visiting
and lecturing at the mincral fields of the colony, and
explaining to the miners how the more valuable metals
may be distingnished and their presence detected when
found in combination with other substinces.

2. That it shall be the duty of these lecturers to im-
part, so far as is praeticable, any other information
whieh may be of use to mminers as a neans for prose-
cuting the husiness of mining to the greatest advantage.

3. That an address he presented to His Iixeellency Lhe
Governor, praying that His Excellency will he pleased
to canse a sum to he placad on the Supplementary Iisti-
mates to provide the expenses cntuailed by the above
appointiments.

—said : Mr, Speaker,—Tn speaking to this motion,
I donot think it will be necessary for me to press
the importance of a question of this kind, because
it will be admitted by all members of the House,
on both sides, that the importance of offering
every facility to minersat the presenttime to carry
on their industry with the greatest advantage
is too great to be overrated. In referring to the
question I would point out, in the first place,
that at the time when almost every other
industry in the colony has been depressed to an
extraordinary degree the mining industry has
been in a more prosperous condition than usual.
¥From the statement which I referred to last
night, which is published among the papers
now on the table of the House—Mr., Gordon’s
report—it appears that the losses by sheep—
wool alone—during the drought up to the end
of last year, amounted to £3,829,000. In addi-
tion to that there are the losses upon cattle
and other stock, so that probably at the pre-
sent time the loss the colony has absolutely sus-
tained from the effects of the drought amounts
to somewhere about £4,500,000 — that is in
stock alone. T need scarcely point out, Mr.
Speaker, that when an absolute loss of pro-
perty representing an immense sum of money
like that takes place, the depression which
results from it cannot passaway in a few months
or even a year or two. But, sir, at the same time
that this enormous loss has been going on in the
pastoral department, the mining industry has
been much more extended and the mining pro-
duct has been much larger than it has been in
any other period for some considerable time.
Tt was pointed out by the Treasurer in his
Budget Speech that the return of gold for last
year was 307,804 ounces, being an increase of
nearly 100,000 ounces on the previous year; the
return for 1883 being 212,783 ounces. Of course,
the mere fact that there has been a great amount
of depression throughout the colony generally
tends to a certain extent to increase the produce
of the inining industry, and it does it in this
way : That when stations are reduced to very
hard straits they cannot carry on the work that
they have been accustomed to carry on, and large
numbers of men usually employed on stations are
discharged—necessarily discharged. Of course at
such timesit is difficult to find work underany con-
ditions whatever, and numbers of these men who
have been employed on stations and in other ways

in moving the following
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in the country resort to gold-mining as a means
of earning support until hetter times arrive, so
that the nwnber of miners is considerably in-
creased. The result of this is that fresh dis-
coveries are made, and the product of mining is
larger in times of depression than at any other
time. T think that is an argument in itself
why the mining industry should be more carefully
promoted than, I think, has bszen the case in
this colony. At the present time, by the return
published a short time ago, there are 4,228
uropean miners engaged in mining in the
colony, and over 1,200 Chinese. In addition to
that, the number of miners employed in other
ways is 972, The value of minerals, other than
gold, produced last year was £222,000; and, sir,
the revenue from the gold mines, added to
the other mines, amounted to over £16,000.
Now, when new country is taken up it is as a
rule first opened up by squatters; but their
occupation is very incomplete and the popula-
tion they bring very sparsely scattored. But in
their steps follow miners, who in their turn are
followed by large numbess of business people
and others who depend for their living on the
duccess of the miners, so that the miners have
done much more than any other class of the
commmunity to promote settlement. The question
which I think onght to he answered is—What
has been done for the miners in return for the
great benefits they have conferred on the colony ?
We have two gentlemen engsged in msking a
geological survey of the colony-—mot a syste-
matic survey, but going from place to place as
occasion may demand. The next item we find
more particularly in aid of the miners is the vote
of £2,000 passed last year in aid of schools
of mines. In addition to that it is proposed by
the Government to expend a certain—or rather
uncertain—sum of money on deep sinking ; but
these are almost the only items that appear
for the special benefit of the mining community.
Now, the miners are entitled to some return for
the advantages they have wmferred on the
colony, and the colony ought to be prepared to
give every assistance to them, because the
more the mining industry of the colony is
advanced the more the interests of the whole
colony are advanced. It was during a period
of depression like thiz that the Gympie
mines broke out, and it is claimed, Dy an
hon. gentleman more enthusiastic than 1 am
perhaps with regard to Gympie, that it saved the
colony. I believe it dida great deal at that time
to raise the colony from a state of depression ;
and I believe the mining industry may do as
much now, if not more, to help us to tide over
the period of depression. The reavon why I pro-
posed this motion is, that I had placed in my
hands a report showing what had been done in
the same direction in New Zealand, In that
colony the gold returns for last year were much
less than ours. They amounted to 231,582 ounces,
and in order to procure that quantity of gold
over 12,000 winers were employed. The revenue
from the New Zealand gold-miners was about
£4,800 ; but I must not pass over the fact that
the miners have to pay a duty—that is to say,
there is an export duty on gold. Now, the
report to which I referred relates to a course of
lectures delivered by the professor of chemistry
in the Otago University. That gentleman was
appointed by the Government to lecture to the
miners in different parts of the colony on guch
subjects as he believed would most advance their
interests and improve their knowledge of the
best mode of working different minerals. The
subjects which, in his tour, he lectured on were :—

.

‘(1) Iow yuartz-reefs werc formed; 2; how gold
came into the reefs; (3. 4, and 5) methods and appli-
ances for saving gold, including, besides the common
process in use in the colony, the roasting and chlorine
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processes for extracting gold from pyrites and other
sulphides, the manufacture and properties and nses of
soditan amalgan, ete.; 6, the methods of testing and
assaying gold-bearing minerals, quartz, tailings, pyrites,
cle.; (7) copper ores, assaving the same. and copper
smelting ;89 antimony and lcad oves, and the metal-
largy of these metals; (9 silver and tin ores. and the
testing of these and reduction to the metallic state;
(10» the methods of testing metallic ores generally.”
Another gentleman also lectured on some occa-
sions —a Mr. Montgomery —who had passed
through the university under Professor Black,
and was stated by him to be quite capable of
carrying out such a course of lectures, The
subjects Mr. Montgomery chose were ¢ Reefs,
mineral veins, and quartz.” Of course anyone
who has seen anything of mining knows that
these are all subjects of the highest importance
to miners. Besides the lectures delivered in the
daytime, Professor Black held testing classes in
the evening, which the miners were invited to
attend. Speaking of these classesin the district
of Reefton, he say
“ T also condueted a testing class at Reefton, mecting
every cvening from 7 to 9. This class was attended

by abont nineteen students, consisting of mine
NEALE Dbattery managers, and miners, with a

few othe seven or cight of the more enthu-
stic of th spent the whole day with me analys-
ing the wvarious ores. In this testing class the
students themselves did the work. and performed all the
oxperinents and applied all the tests under my dirvee-
tion. The first part of the work of'this cliss was the
testing of solutions containing sixteen of the more
imporiant metals, ineluding silver, lead, mereury, gold,
platinmin,  arsenic, antimony, tin, copper. cadmiwn,
bismuth, iren. zine, nirkel. cobalt, and manganese.

¢ Having mastered these xolutions at two sittings we
proceeded  to test ores containing the ahove-named
wetals; and at this kind ol work my students worked
herd and with an eagerness and intelligence that
surprised me. In testing the metallic ores the students
themselves did all the work-—pulverising the minerals,
Qissolving out the wetals, evaporating the solutions,
and precipitating them again with their appropriate
reagznts., .

Whilst part of the stndents were going through

these operations the vest were taking full notes
of the processes. At Recfton, besides testing the
ores named ahove, the studeats analysed coal, lime-
stone. and clay, and made a percentage analysis of
copper ore, antimony ore, and iron ore, in all of which
they were interested, as they oceur in the district.
Here also,as at all other places, the students made
sodium  amalgam, and reduced tungstic aeid from
scheelite ; but the most fmportant piece of work doune
at Reefton, in the estimation of the battery and mine
managers, was the amalgamation of the copper plates at
one operation in such a way that they preserved their
i htness for any length of time without any
to form the green scum known to the ininers
as verdigris. They were all taken Dy surprise at the
simplieity with whicl it is done. The great mistake
that they had all besn committing previously was in
wsing nitric acid for elsaning the plates, and, worsc still,
the nsing of nitric acid in rubbing in the mercury on
the plates.”’
I do not intend to read much, because there is a
great deal of the report taken up by details,
Professor Black then goes on to say how he carried
out the process which gave the miners so much
satisfaction. Futher on, after referring to the
different places he visited, he said :—

“In every centrc my great regret on leaving was that
no means were available for carrying on the work I had
begun, I never, in all my thirty-five years’ experience
as o teacher, cane in contact with students so eager
to learn and so directly interested in the subjects
of instruction. It is no labour to lecture to such
men. The lecturer is supported by the consciousness
that the audience is in full contact with him through-
out. It wy liowever, suddening to have to leave
these men forming clubs, and calliing them schools of
wines—in every district subseribing their £1 each—
knowing as [ did how helpless they would he, even
with their chemicals and apparatus, unless the means
of instruetion in the use of these materials were sent
to them. 1 wish cspecially to draw your attention as
strongly ax I can to the splendid opportunity which
here offers itselt to bringmany hundreds of intelligent
miners—able workers and good citizens—within the
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means of technieal instruetion of a kind most valnable
to themselves, and which eannot fail in its results to
recoup the colony a thousandfold the expense of
affording it. Ifere we have on the goldfields of
AMiddle Island twenty mining schools spontaneonsly
establislied, with their chairman and sceretarvies
and subseribed funds, trying to help themselves to
the special knowledge whieh they now feel to be
cssential to any great suecess in their purvsuits, The
machinevy is already therve, and it only rests with the
Government to set it in motion in such a fashion as
will ensure its permanency. This the Government es

by providing suflicient instruction, and foste
movement by judiciously subsidising local efforts.””

Then Mr. Black goes into an estimate of what
would be the cost of undertaking the work., I
would point out that on all fields where he
lectured there was a good attendance of miners.
In some places he lectured five or six times, and
ten, I think, was the largest number of lectures
delivered at any one place; and there was always
a good attendance of men whom he described
in every instance as anxious to learn all they
possibly could; and <o successful were those
learners in following out the experiments which
he conducted that, at the end of his labours,
they were able to conduet them without his
assistance. The experiments which he spoke of
in his lectures were carried out by the men by
themselves. He proposes that Mr. Montgomery,
whom he has already referred to, should be
employed the whole year at a salary of £400;
hotel expenses, £150 ; travelling expenses, £80;
apparatus and maps, £30; the total amount
being £680., Ior six mounths for himself and an
assistant he asks £820, or a total cost to the
State of £1,500; railway travelling being free in
every case. I will not go into the details of the
scheme which he lays out, but following his
proposal he says :—

“In order to give fnll effect lo the instruction in
geology and mineralogy and ores, it would be extremely
desirable to provide a colleetion of typical well-selected
and naned speciinens of 200 or 390 of the most impor-
tant metallic ores. These collections would cost about
£10 10s. each in London; and I helieve that about
twenty of them would be required on the goldfields,
costing in all, landed here, about £250. Mr. Mout-
gomery and I would wndertake thc distribution of
these, and contributions would, from tiine to time, be
made from the colony. These collections would form
the nuclei of mineralogical musewms, which would be
nceessary adjuncts of the loeal schools of mines.

“T have also respectfully to recommend that where
schools of mines are in aective operation Government
should help them in procuring the nccessary apparatus.
This could be hestdone, Ithink, by Government request-
ing me to order from London appliances and chewicals
to the value of, say £250, and then distributing these
among the local schools of mines on the basix
of, say, apparatus and chemicals to the value of
£1 for every £1 subscribed by the local school, Mr.
Montgomery and myself would manage the distri-
bution of these as part of our duties; and it would be a
great inducement to the local bodies to help themnselves.
1 have, in recommending the schemne, 1o expr ¢
conviction that, if fairly earried out for three year
will have a wonderful effect in not only "mabl\ -
proving processes now in use, but also in dls( overing
minerals of great value, of which the miners ure at
present in total ignorance. Itwill also tend to equalisc
the advantages of speeial or higher eduecation iun the
large cities and on the goldfields.”

The Minister to whom this report was sent, sent
a telegram to Professor Black a few days after-
wards, saying—

“Am mueh interested in yowr report on West Coast
tour—can we not arrange to let Anckiard and Northern
mines have share in onr lectures part of year. or must T
arrange scparate staff, or inerease your Would like
to include whole colony in consideunfr wiys and means,
Reply.”

That is an indication of the feeling which was
aroused by this report. Of course there are some
who may say that Professor Black’s enthusiasm
led him to suppose that this scheme was much
move valuable and of much more consequence
to the country than it was really likely to be, T
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have here the last year’s report on the goldfields
of New Zealand, and in it reference is made
to this scheme. T find it stated here :—

“A very excellent step towards familiavising the
miners and residents in mining districts with ores was
the establishment, a few years ago, of small eahinets or
cases of minerals ut some of the distriet survey ollices,
And in this connection ])rmmnont notice must be taken
of the lecltures and visits of Dr. Black, professor of
cheomistry in the Otago University, to the goldlields in
Otago and West Coast, last sununer. He awakened a
great intercst amongst the morve intelligent miners,
and ieft them with the knowledge of a few uscful tosts
and of chemical yveagents. sufiicient to start them on
the track of inguiry and observation with an amount ot
heneticial vesult which is sure to be felt hereafter, it not
in actnual discoveries, at all events in 1 more intelligent
application of “ prineiples” to mining. The testimony
of miners from many guarters leaves no doubt of the
excellent eftect of Dr. llack’s instruetions 4ml of the
spirit of inguiry which was awakened thereby.”

Now, that is a confirmation of Mr. Black’s own
report of the beneficial effects which result from
his lectures. His own idea appears to be that
lectures of this kind can be continuned for about
three years, and «fter that timme these schools of
mines can be started in which a higher teaching
would be carried on.  In connection with that he
BAYS i —

“ By that thine I believe there will he a strong
public fecling in favour of concentrating the schools
as ahove. There will also be ahundance of stwdents
ready to avail themselves of the advantages oftered
by the superior schools. I wn very sanguine of the
immediate sucecess of the smaller scheme—the exist-
cnce of o many local clubs ensures that, and it will he
my object during the next three years to eresite such a
feeling in favour of a further advaunce that the miners,
as well as the local bodies, will willingly aid in every
way to get provision made tor the establishment of
these more ambitious schools ot mines

Now, I would point out that whereas here we
have started a proposal to establish schools of
mines, what My, Black proposes is to carry
out a system of lectures which would familiarise
the miners with the processes which ought to be
carried on, and then, when the lectures had been
continued so long that a pretty general know-
ledge had been mmparted to the miners, these
schools of mines should come in. T think it will
commend iteelf to the good sense of hon.
members  that the lecturing should precede
the establishment of these schools of mines.
Of course I know that the Minister for Mines was
actuated by the best intentions in providing a
sum on last year’s Estimates for schools of mines.
T do not know what has been done so far, but if
they are established they must be established only
at one or two points. Professor Black says that
when the miners cannot come to the lecturers
the lecturers should go to the miners, and
I think the success of the experiment has
been amply borne out by his report and the
statements made by the miners that the lectures
had been attended with very great benefit to
them, Now I should like the Minister for
Mines to agree with me that some system of this
sort should he adopted here. It is pointed out
by Mr. Black that in New Zealand the system
can be carried out for £1,500 a year, he giving half
his time, with one assistant ; and his subordinate
being ewployed wholly. If that can be done in
New Zealand I am right in saying that for
£2,000 or £3,000 a year we could carry out an
efficient sys‘cem of the kind. T see the Treasurerin
communication with his colleague, the Minister
for Works, and I have no doubt he is thinking of
the cost, but I think it is far better that we should
incur a cost of this sort, even if we abolished
the schools of mines. A vote of £2,000 for
schools of mines is of no use for establishing a
higher class of schools, any one of which will
cost a great deal more than the £2,000. We
could not expect to do anything with that
sum; but if we employ lecturers to go rouud
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to impart a general knowledge to miners, which
will enable them to detect valuable minerals
which have hitherto remnained undiscovered, we
shall have accomplished a very valuable work
indeed. At the present time we Lknow of
instances where valuable mineral products have
been passed over for months and even’ years
without any notice belng taken of them what-
ever, and if that sort of general knowledyge could
be imparted to miners to enable them to detect
minerals of the kind that I have veferred to,
then I say the prosperity of the colony would
he advanced ten times more than through
the formation of schoolz of mnines. When I
was last at Rockhampton, I was driving out
with Mr. Perkins to Mount Morgan Gold
Tield, and before we got there we saw a couple of
men sawing down a tree.  One of the men was
a great big brawny fellow, and the driver of the
trap pointed out this man. He said, *“ That man
is (tordon, who owned Mount Morgan.” Well,
that man knew very well that there was some-
thingin Mount Morgan. Henotonly hadreagonto
believe that there was some sort of mineral in it,
but he took the trouble to try and get people
to test it for iron or copper. He had not the
faintest idea what the mineral wus that was con-
tained in the mountain, At the time he parted
with his frechold of the land, he took M.
Morgan out there to show him what he supposed
to be copper or iron, and Mr. Morgan, who had
probably a keener eye for gold, had his suspicions
aroused, and took samples to Rockhamypton to be
analysed.. The vesult was the discovery of this
mountain, which is the wonder of the age, so far
as mineral formation goes, T do not mean to
say that Mr. Gordon, who formerly owned the
mountain, would not have discovered the mineral,
but I believe that there are thousands of miners
who have nomore knowledge of what they find or
how to look for minerals than ¥r. Gordon has,
and it is with a view of enabling miners to
associate themselves together, and form clubs or
schouls—to get the few appliances by which
they can test the ores—that T have introduced
this motion, and I think it is one that will
commend itself to the common sense of the House.
Of course the Colonial Treasurer is bound to
oppose it, but I would point out that, if it
has no better result, the cost will be a mere
fleabite in comparison to the revenue which
will be returned to the country. The revenue
derived from mines is at the present time
Iarge—that is to say, the indirest revenue.
The revenue itself is not so very large, but the
great bulk of it goes directly to the consolidated
revenue, and very little return is made for it.
Miners, asa body, are almost the most heavily
taxed of all the labouring classes. They are
tased upon all the tools they use in carrying on
their work, There is a large tax upon candles and
articles of that description—larger in proportion
than that horne by the ordinary class of labourers.

say that the revenue, divect and indirect,
derived from the mining industry is so consider-
able that it ought to be the business of this House
in some way to give a return to that class of men
for the work which they have done. But looking
at the question from a more general point of
view, it 1s apparent to everybody that the benefit
to the (Government of Increasing the importance
and increasing the output of the class of minerals
T havementioned is so great that the mere outlay
of afew thousands a year is no consideration what-
ever, I donot want to suggest where the money 1s
to come from, though T can do so if the Colonial
Treasurer wishes it. 1 think he can very easily
tind some way of providing the money if he is s
inclined. At any rate, I am sure the Minister
for Works will see that the proposal T have
wads is w vight one, that it is good for the colony,
and, i particular, is likely to prove of zreat
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benefit to all engaged in the mining industry.
Therefore T hope the hon. gentleman will give it
full consideration, and be prepared to accept it
in the spirit in which it is introduced. I move
the motion standing in mny name.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said: M.
Speaker,—There can be no doubt that the motion
moved bv the hon, member for Port Curtis is
one of very great iinportance, particularly to the
mining industry, and T regret very much indeed
to see such a tremendous array of empty
benches.

Mr. HAMILTON: On the Government side
of the Hounse?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Most of
the members for mining districts appear to be
absent.

The Hon. Sk T. McILWRAITH: Not
those who sit on this side of the House.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: At any

rate, there is no doubt that this question is of
very great importance, and one that deserves the
serious consideration of the Youse. 1 believe
that at the present time the mining enterprise
and industry in Queensland are a_ long way
ahead of any other industry in the colony,
and that if the Government can do anything
to assist that industry they should lend a
helping hand. And I do not think the
Government have shown any backwardness in
doing that, The hon. member for Port Curtis
Proposes that lecturers should he appointed to
proceed to the goldfields and lecture to the
miners. I may be wrong, but I think we ought
to have schools of mines first and lecturers after-
wards, The Government have not been neglect-
ful of the mining industry. They have made
provision for schools of mines, and at the pre-
sent time I do not feel justified in comnit-
ting the Government to any further expenditure
in that direction. It was only last night that
the hon. member for Port Curtls was using very
strong language and accusing the Government of
proflicacy and extravagance, and what does the
hon. gentleman propose to do now? Why, to
clap on another £5,000 to the Ilstimates for
lecturers to enlighten the miners throughout the
colony ! The hon. member has quoted at consi-
derable length from a report by Professor Black.
Well, all I can say is this : That he must be a
very poor professor indeed if he cannot write out
a good report in his own favour ; but surely the
hon. gentleman does not expect us to swallow all
the statements made by Mr. Black! T think
that under the present circumstances, in view of
the provision that the Government is making
for the advancement of the mining industry, the
hon. gentleman ought notto ask for this additional
expenditure. He has alluded to the £2,000 which
the Government have set down for a school of
mines, and I can assure the hon. gentleman that
we have already received applications for £3,000,
and it is very possible that eventually the
expenditure will be three times the amount now
proposed.  We cannot exactly tell the amount
that will be required. The hon. gentleman,
however, is not satisfied with that, but he
wants to ¢lap on another £5,000 for lecturevs.
T have no objection to the appointment of
lectur: when the proper time arrives, but T
think it is premature to make provision for
them now. T amr of opinion that we should in
the first instance establish schools of mines, and
educate miners up to a certain point, and then
they would be in a position to benefit by the
instructions  of any lecturers who may be
appointed. T hope the hon. member will see his
way to withdraw this motion.
Mr. NORTON : No, T will not.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: T know the
hon. member for Port Curtis is very headstrong,
but I do not think he will suceeed if he presses
the motion to a division. T do not think hon,
members would be doing justice to their consti-
tuents if, after the provision the Government
have macde for the miming industry, they should
put another £5,000 on the Estitnates for lecturers
to proceed to the various goldfields and mining
centres in the colony for the purpose of lecturing
and instructing the mining population. [ think,
as I have already indicated, that it would be
much better to first establish schools of mines
and educate the winers up to a certain point,
after which they would be in a far better position
than they are now to profit by the knowledge
that would be imparted to them by the lecturers,
I hope the hon. gentleman will not press this
motion to a division. If he does, the Government
cannot support ik, T do not intend to take up the
time of the House by referring to all the points
raised by the hon. gentleman. Professor Black,
whose report he has quoted, is employed by the
New Zealand Government as a lecturer on the
minerals of that colony, and, as I have said
before, Mr. Black would be o very poor professor
indeed if he could not make out a report.in his
own favour. I hope the hon. member will be
satistied with having ventilated the question, and
withdraw his motion,

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr.
Speaker,—This is one of the speeches we may
expect in consequence of the Financial Statement
of the Colonial Treasurer. I believe that if
the Minister for Mines were allowed to express
his own ideas he would at once say he agreed
with the motion before the House, but under the
tutelage of the Treasurer he is obliged to oppose
it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Trea-
surer did not influence nie.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : T only wish
he had more influence over the hon. member,
because then he might prevent him from spend-
ing money in the wrong direction.

The MINISTIER FOR MINES: I must put
the hon, gentleman right. T did not say that the
Treasurer had no influence over me, but that he
used no influence.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : T take the
correction, bul I think the Treasurer has not
done his duty—he should nse all the influence he
possesses over every member of the Government,
I donot know why the hon. gentleman should
have prefaced his speech by an allusion to the
absence of the members representing mining
constituencies, when the fact is thut alinost
every niining member belonging to the House
was in the MHouse. If he had alladed to
the absence of his own colleagues he would
have been nearer the wmark, because he was
the only Minister on the Treasury benches.
That shows the intevest they take in the motion.
T think—without going as far as the hon. member
for Port Curtis, in wishing to establish a system
of lecturirg —that it is a thing worthy of consi-
deration. There is a sum of £2,000 on the Fsti-
mates for schools of mines, and the Minister for
Mines thinks that sum should Le allowed to
operate in the education of miners before we
begin to lecture. But how are miners to be
educated without masters? A school of mines im-
plies someone toteach., Miners cannot teach each
other that which they do not know themselves.
agree with the hon. member for Port Curtis that
£2,000 for the establishment of schools of mines
on the different goldfields of the colony is totally
inadequate ; it is not one-third suflicient to
establish even one school of mines. TIf the
Minister for Mines were to direct his atteution
to the establislinent of two—or ab most three—
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schools of mines, and establish them well, he
would be doing the mining industry and the
colony good service. I am strongly inclined to
think that we have been too backward all along
in deing for the mining industry that which
Lias been done for it in some of the other
colonies,  We have been in the habit of looking
at the mining industry as the only industry that
does not want encouragement, and for that
reason fewer metals and minerals have becn
worlied in this colony than would otherwise have
been the case. From the little knowledge of
mining I possess, and from what I have read and
heard, I believe that in Queensland a larger
number of metals and minerals exist, and in
greater quantities, than in almost any other part
of Australia; yet there is no industry which has
progressed less than mining.  As a gencral rule
gold-miners have but a superficial knowledge
of their profession.  They look for gold in what
is called likely country, but though therc may
be other metals in the country examined they
cannot find them owing to their want of
knowledge. But if some such proposition as
that propesed by the kon. member for Port
Curtls  were taken up seriously by the
(tovernment it would be of great advantage
to the colony, A motion of this kind can-
not be taken up on the spur of the moment.
The Government must talke time to consider
siuch a proposition, and I am quite willing,
as a representative of a mining constituency—
having also represented mining constituencies
ever since I have been a member of this House
—T am (mite willing to take the promise of
the Minister for Mines, that the question shall
be considered probably between this and the
next session. [f the Treasury should be too
low the Minister will have a reasonable excuse
for not spending nmwre money; but I think
some of the 1noney on the Istimates for
schools of mines might very well be appro-
priated to some more practical purpose than
buying a few books and inducing miners
to come at night to what is called a school of
mines to read newspapers.  If the hon. gentle-
man would take the trouble to read up the
history of the sehool of mines at Ballarat-—if he
would learn the trouble and expense which have
been incurred in the establishment of the school
of mines there—he would come to the conclusion
to which T have come —that £2,000 spent in
Queensland  for all our goldfields is sunpl:\{
money thrown away.  As I said at the outset, it
we establish two or three at the most—one
at Giympie, one at Charters Towers, one at
Herberton, the three wost promising mining
centres in the colony—if we establish good
schools of mines in each of those places we shall
he conferring an immense benefit not only on
the miners but on the people of the colony
gencrally,  We must not forget the benetit
mining has been to Queensland.  Looking back
to the year 1867 we vemember the good Gympie
did to the colony at a period of general depres-
sion, but we are in the habit of forgetting that
the good Gympie did then has been continued,
year after year, since that time. And Gympie
has not been alone. I believe we have no con-
ception of the immense benefit conferred on
the colony by the development of the mining
industry and the exertions of individual miners
in prospecting and discovering new fields;
and if those men, whom I kuow to have
been so  energebic, had possessed the know-
ledge they could easily have acquired in schools
of mines or by a good system of lecturing—as
proposed—their exertions would have resulted
i the discovery of a larger number of
minerals and a much wider field for the
working of those minerals than exists at the
preseut time, I believe that in many cases
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the money spent by Government and the money
spent by private individuals in prospecting has
been thrown away, simply from the want of
knowledge on the part of the men in charge of
parties prospecting and the men composing those
partics.  If we do no more than educate one or
two dozen men in mineralogy and geology as fa
as it applies to practical mining we should be
doing a great deal of good. Thope that although
the Minister for Mines has set his face against
the proposition now before the IHouse he will
seriously consider the question between now and
next session, and sec if something better cannot
bLe done to educate miners than by simply
placing a small sum on the Estimates for schools
of mines.

The PREMIER said: Of course we Lnow
that & complete school of mines could not be
established for anything like the small sum placed
on the Estimates for the present year; but this is
only the beginning. What we desire, and what
is practical at the present time I think, is not
to establish a school of mines of the elaborate
character of that at Ballarvat, but to afford in
the principal mining centres—of which the
three mentioned by the hon. member may be
taken as the best samples, probably-—to establish
there institutions where miners who want to
learn can learn. At the present time they are
really debarred from getting information that
would be of use to the country if they had it.
We want to supply them with the means
of getting that information, and that can
only Dbe done Dby establishing institutions
where instruction can be given. The details
have not yet been worked out by the Govern-
ment, but a good deal will probably depend
upon the advice given by the local comunittees.
T apprehend that to be of much use we should
have a course of lestures given by competent
persons at such institutions, There are a good
many things to be considered before that : the
appliances that would be wanted; whether it
would be necessary to have a lecturer in each
place, or whether 1t would be better for the
Government to undertake to pay a cer-
tain amount of remuneration to a competent
mineralogist, who would also earn a considerable
amount of money for himself as an assayer.
That might be a good thing to do, and it might
be supplemented by sending a lecturer to each
place in  succession.  Those are matters to
be worked out in detail.  The Government
have formed no absolute conclusion at the
present time. They have waited for further
information, and the assistance we expect to
wet from the committecs in different centres.
With the general scope of the hon. member’s
motion T agree. I believe it would be of great
advantage to the community to diffuse more
accurate knowledge on mineralogy. We have
heard often in times past of valuable discoveries
having been missed through people not knowing
what they were, and which turned out to be tin,
or silver, or some other valnable mineral. If we
can devise a means of making the miner more
competent to recognise minerals when he sees
themn, it will celmmly be of general benefit to the
cnlony I believe that to be the object the hon.
gentleman has in view; and though I do not
think it practical to carry it out in an effective
forn: at the present time, 1t may be possible later
on to establish a system of instruction in this
way, and nothing could be more satisfactory.

Mr. LISSNER said : Mr. Speaker,—I am
very sorry to hear that the Minister for Works
does not approve of the motion brought in by
the hon. member for Port Curtis. T think the
miners of Queensland ought to he thankful to
him for bringing in this motion. T hope he will not
withdraw it, and T trust he will test the opinion
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of the House on the matter. T think it would
be a step in the right direction to employ a
lecturer who would be able to attract the miners
to listen to him. It is true that £2,000 is placed
on the Estnnatcs, but £2,000 will not go far
to establish thiee schools of mines, So
far as I am concerned, I should be quite
willing to have the Government withdraw the
£2,000 and engage a first-class lecturer to go
periodically to the different mining centres. At
present the mining population on our goldfields
might not be large enough to warrant the estab-
lishment of schools of mines. In the present
state of the Tledbulv I am sure we could not
afford to establish mining schools in the different
mining centres. A good deal has been said
about the way in which the miners have been
protected in the Estimates. It is said that they
have been given great assistance. I see that on
the Iistimates there is a reward for deep sinking,
but my own opinion of this reward is that it
will not henefit the miners a great deal,
and I take it that it is merely an advertise-
ment on the Kstimates. At Charters Towers
the miners are supposed to receive assistance
when they have sunk down 600 feet. Well,
when a miner at Charters Towers gets down
GO0 feet he is gencrally in a position to go
down further without any assistance. The
trouble we have there is to get men who have
means sutficient to go down (00 feet, and if the
assistance to the miner is left as it now is on the
Estimates the Charters Towers miner will seldom
have an opportunity of troubling the Treasurer on
the matter. It may suit a shaft or two in Gympie.
But I am going away from the topic. What
I mean to say is, that the hon. member for Port
Curtis deserves the thanks of the mining com-
munity for bringing this motion before the
House. The employment of a lecturer in the
different mining centres—a man who could
attract a sufficient number of miners to take an
interest in him—inight provide a nucleus for the
cxtablishment of schools of mines. In the mean-
time a competent man might be employed to
lecture in the schools of arts in the different
mining centres, and the Government would thus
cet an idea as to what support they would
be likely to get from the miners, and as to the
desirability of establishing schools of mines after-
wards ; and they would also get a good idea of
the places where it would be most suitable to
establish them. The average miner knows likely
looking country very well, and can do more with
the pick and shovel than the geologist, but
we all know that gold-mining is not the only
mining which we can carry on in this colony.
We have a good many minerals as well as
gold which may be productively worked, and
m the meantime, for the want of LnoWIrw
Detter, we believe gold is the best mineral to Took
for. 1 say that this is probably because we do
not know hetter. We have other valuable
minerals—silver, tin, galena, quicksilver, cozl,
and ever so many more—in large quantities, and
they only want to be developed ; and they would
be developed if the miner could combine with
the scientific geologist, who could point out
to him things he never knew before, and De
a Dbenefit to the colony at large. I am
very much in favour of the motion, and I
trust the Minister for Works will reconsider
his decision in the matter when he sees that
mining members take such an interest in the
matter; and I hope he will look upon this motion
favourably.

Mr. HAMILTON said: Mr. Speaker,—TIt is
very evident that the mining representatives on
this side of the House do take an interest in the
matter, and I regret very much that I do nog
see one mining member present on the other
side of the House,




568 Mineralogical Lecturers.
An Hoxotrasrk Mreuper: There is Mr.
xton.

Mr. HAMILTON : T only see one present on
the other side of the Hou&c, and T regret also to
note that they have been absent not (mlv on this
occasion, but on a previous occasion when & tax
@])ccmllv affecting miners came before us. T
allude to the tax on machinery. If an oppor-
tunity were afforded for disseminating lenowledge
of this kind in the way proposed, the pro )’Ll)lhtV
is we should not have so any rich Holds lying
dormant for so long as we have had in
the past. That they h'we lain dormant was
simply due to the want of information. The
hon. member for Port Curtis instanced the
ease of Mount Morgan, but many other similar
cases could Dbe mentioned. There is the field
which the hon. member for Stanthorpe repre-
Sents, We know that for many years that
laid untouched, the miners helioving the tin
to be simply Dlock emery. There are fields
which have since been discovered to Dhe like
Mount Morgan, and T have been shown—in fact,
T am connected with — a claim where similar
characteristics ocour, and the existence of
which has been known for many years, but was
not imagined by anyone to be worth anything.
The mere fact of these Helds lying wnworkoed is,
as a matter of course, a positive loss to the
colony, I can mention another instance. A
friend of mine told me a day or two ago that a
year or so since they were working a silver-mine
at Herberton that was not paying,” One day he
happened to pick up some substance, of which
they had been throwing a very lurge quantity
away, imagining it to be worthless.  He took it
toan stsaycrzmd found thatit waschloride of silver
—1it contained 73 percent. of xilver. 'Thdt Wasnow
one of the richest and best paying mines in the
district.  On realising that fact my friend wens
south and joined ome of the schools of mines
there. He also went over the mines at Silver-
ton; and I may here state that he informs
me that the nines there, of which we hear
%0 mueh, are nothing compared with the
silver-mines of Ierherton. Dut what T want
to point out is that this gentleman had to go to
another colony to obtain the information he
sotught. A subject of this kind is peediarly
lnterestuw to a colony like Queensland. Not
only are our mining fields as rich as those of any
in the other wlumu but we have o far creater

variety of thens. The only reason the Minister
for Mines gave for not acéeding to the motion
was that it was inadvisable to (Lppmnt leeturers
now, because we ought to have schools of mines
in the fivst instance. But against that opinion
we have the opinions of men like Professor
Black and others, \vhu assure Us that the
DMinister for Mines is wrong.  We have at
present two Government geologists, and althongh
their cost is about £2,400 a year, the benefits aceru-
ing to the colony from their labours are incalcul-
able. Byappointing lecturers of this kind we shall
have, in a very short time, hundreds of embryo
"mlmqsts We have the testimony of Professor
Black that  geological students are ardent
students, and as a matter of course they would
pay special attention to the particular minerals
they were likely to come across in the colony.
As 1 said bcfore the probable effect of the
appointment of those lecturers would be to
open up stores of mining ficlds which are at
present lying dormant snnply from want of in-
f rmation.

AMr. FOXTON said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
inclined to agree with a good deal that hus
fallen from the hon. member for Coolk and the
other hon. members who have spoken in support
of the resolution.  Schools of mines would be
very excellent things fov large mining contres,
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where, only, it would pay to establish them ;
but where the field is swmall, and where there
is not a large amount of capital invested,
I can  see that this system of lecturers
travelling from place to place would be
a most admirable one. Tt would be, in fact, a
peripatetic school of mines — a school which
would shift from place to place to meet the
exigencies of scattered populations where there
was not sufficient inducement to establish a
permanent school of mines in their midst, I
know from experience that one of the great
difficulties miners and prospectors have to
tend against is the fact that they are very often
at a lm\ exactly to distingnish the particular
mineral which they have found, 10 ixtraordinary
delays, and sometimes eonsiderable expeunse, are
incurred in their attempts to obtain from metal-
largists—perhaps in the southern colonies—proper
assays of those particular minerals ; and during
the whole of that time the men are compelled to
remain idle. They do notcare to spend theirmoney
in the development of the mine, which may turn
out to be utterly worthless, nor do they like
to throw up what may turn out to be a fortune
to them. They are in this unfortunate position—
that all they can do is to sit down sad look at
their prospects.  These lecturers would be able
to settle a ditfficulty of that kind, in a great
measure, at once. Without going further into
the argnments adduced insupport of the motion,
1 may say that, as the representative of a mining
district which 13 not a very extensive onc and
where a long time must elapse before it can have
a nuining sehool of its ow n, I shall fecl hound to
support “the resolution of the hon. nember

Mr. JORDAN said : Mr. Speaker,—In the
alssence of the two other gentlenen who repr
mining interests on this side T think it neces
to sav & word or two on the subject Lefore th(,
House. I do not know anything about mining.
T have lived for thirty years in Australia, and
have never scen a goldtield. Terhaps I ought to
be ashamed to make such a confession, but it
shows how ignorant Taw of the subject.  Never-
theless, although T do not know anything abont
it scientifically or practically, -the suggestions
madde by the hon. mewber for Port Curtis have
certainly commended themselves to my judg-
ment. I do think that without a very Ilarge
st of money—much larger than is already on
the Esthmates—we could not establish schools of
mines in all the mining districts of the colony.
That would Ilb(,c\\lt.\tb avery large expenditure.
Professors of the varions sclences w ouh have to
Le engaged — chewiatry, mineralogy, geology,
and so on—and schools of mines established
in that way wonld Dbe very costly indeed.
T think the establishment of tinerant or peri-
patetic schools of mines—as the hon. wemnber
for Carparvon says—- by the employment of
lecturers who ave at the sawe time men of science
and good speakers, would be attended with o
great deal of succes<. The attention of iners
n the varivus localities would be directed to the
means of carrying on their profession scientifi-
cally, and a vast amount of valuable information
would be imparted by the lecturers on all gues-
tions connected with minerals.  This would be
followed by a strong desire for the establishient
of a permanent school of mines in each of the
mining centres,  For the reasons that have heen
urged in support of the motion, I trust the
Minister for Works will sce his way to divert—it
would not be diverted, though—the amount put
down for schools of mines to the appointment of
lecturers s a preparatory measuve,  That would
(uite consist with the idea that it has been voted
for schools of mines, for this would bhe the com-
mencement of schools of mines—the nucleus, us
the hon. mewber for Kennedy wald—in the




Mineralogical Lecturers.

various localities.  On these grounds I feel
strongly disposed to support the motion of the
hon. mewmber for Port Curtis.

Mr. PALMER said: Mr. Speaker,—The
motion brought forward by the hon. member for
Port Curtis 1s one which should commend itself
not only to the House but to the colony gene-
rally. The mineral wealth of the greater part of
Northern Queensland is absolutely unknown.
None of the other colonies possesses the wealth
which now lies latent and undeveloped in
Queensland, particularly in the northern parts,
and any motion which will tend to develop or
make known those riches should commend itself
to the Government and to the community at
large, especially seeing that the mining industry is
now the only one which is not under a cloud.
It is not so much dependent upon seasons as
pastoral and agricultural occupations.  There is
one subject—one mystery or secret
with mining over the whole of the colonies, and
whoever solves it will open the way, not only to
his own fortune but to the fortunes of scores of
others.  Whoever discovers that secret—let him
be chemist, scientific lecturer, or anything else—
will deserve well at the hands of the country
at large. I refer to the discovery of some means
of extracting gold from tailings.  Whoever can
make that discovery will open up a field of
labour and enterprise that has been lying
idle for a great number of years. Thou-
sands of tons of tailings are being banked up
with more gold in them than was extracted in
the first instance 5 because it is well known that
these tailings, when scientifically tested, have
yielded niore gold, in many cases, than they did
i the first place, showing that the appliances at
present in use for extracting gold are very uncer-
tain and very immature, I Delieve that nothing
but experimenting will result in that discovery.
Generally, practical miners have a certain
amount of contempt for what they call scientific
men, believing  that the theory of geolog
is quite distinet from the practical working
of 1t. I believe that is an ignorance which
further knowledge will dispel. Iven scientitic
nien themselves have a great deal to learn in the
fields of the North, and no doubt when scientific
men go there and sce things with their own
eyes, they will be able, with the knowledge they
possess, to open up many flelds of minerals
which before the miner had little knowledge of.
T see that £2,000 was put on the IFstimates Jast
year for schools of mines, and that the same
amount is put down for this year; but we have
very little information about what has Leen
spent or ix to be spent. Tt is sald to be a sort of
nucleus for the further developanent of that
system of educating the miners ; and in connec-
tion with that, the proposal that lecturers
should bhe appointed is one that ought to
commend itself. T have reason to helieve that
the Treasury is not in a sufficiently opulent
state just now to be very reckless of funds, but if
the hon. the Treasurer could in any way combine
with the schools of mine« the appointment of
travelling lecturers to visit the various fields, I
am sure that he will dewerve well of the whole
mining community—especially when he is free to
admit that the wining industry is the only one
that is not injurionsly affected in these very de-
pressed times. T think that the miners of the
North, and of Queensland in general, have to
thank the hon. member for Port Curtis for the
trouble he has taken in bringing the motion for-
ward.

My, ISAMBERT said : My, Speaker,--The
hon, member for Port Curtis certainly dessrves
the thanks not only of the miners but of the
whole country for bringing forward this motion.
Mucl as has been said about the importance of

connected”
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our goldfields, it is scarcely possible to overrate
their importance.  If it were not for the returns
from our goldfields the wisdom of our politicians
would long ago have vanished like thin air. I
is the yield of the goldfields and the employment
they have given that hasstood by us in good and
bad times— particularly in bad times, when the
colony has come under a cloud through the
mismanagement of our politicians—I do not
think you can say statesmen, but politicians.
And not only that, but the yreater part of the
prosperity enjoyed by the farmers of this colony
is owing to the prosperity of the goldfields. The
coldfields are the best customers of the farmers,
and many a soveveign that wa~ struck by the
miner on our Northern goldfields has found its
way into the pockets of the farmers living in the
South. I think the hon. member for Port Curti
was rather unfortunate in the manner in which
he brought the motion before the House, on
account of which the Government has treated
it as a separate motion. He should have
bronght it in as considering what was the
best manner to apply the funds set down
by the (Government for assisting the mining
population. The (Government, last year, voted
£2,000 for schools of mines in various parts of
the colony ; the same sum is put down for this
year. Of course the amount voted last year
lapsed. I have questioned myself often as to
what the Government intended to do with this
£2,000 for schools of mines—what would De
established by the £2,0007 To my mind the
schools of arvts established already in various
parts of the colony are suitable, so far as
the buildings and localities are concerncd,
for ostablishing classes for the instruction of
miners; so that no expenss in that divection
is necessary. All that is required is to arrive
at the best means of imparting instruction
to the miners, and 1 think the money voted
could not be expended in a better way than
by appointing itimerant professors of geology
and mineralogv, who, furnished with the
necessary apparatus and geological collections,
could visit the goldfields of the colony and give
instruction ; and no doubt they would be assixted
by those intercsted in the mining districts.
These professors could also inspect the various
parts of the surrounding country, classify and
deseribe the various mineral gpecimens and rock
formations in the locality, and <o impart o great
amount of instruction. But it is difficult to
understand how hon. gentlemen on the other
side of the Housecan ask the Government for addi-
tional expenditure whilst they are doing their
very hest to cut down the propositions of the
Government for increasing the revenue, Another
point connected with the proposal is, that it is
viecemenl legislation. Of all the industries of
the colony the mineral industries arc the most
prosperous.  Considerably over a  million’s
worth of minerals have Dbeen eoxported Iast
year, and agricultural produce, that we ought
to produce ourselves, to the extent of over
half-a-million, has been imported  Now, if hon,
members on that side of the House would
assist the Premier to dispel the hallucination
and superstition agaiust taxation that exists
in the country, it would be very easy to raise a
surplus of £400,000 or £500,000 to carry out great
ideas, The Government could then establish a
university combined with an agricultural col-
lege, a school of mines, and a training school for
teachers. According to the report of the Minis-
ter for Xducation, I see that teachers are to be
imported from Iugland, which is a great injus-
tice to the young men and women who devote
themselves to the noble calling of teaching the
young. By the hon. gentleman’s own showing, the
professor whe delivered tliese lectures in Now Zea-
land iv attached tu the university. I think hou.
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members on the other side ought to assist to
carry out the great ideas timidly thrown out by
the Premier. 1If the hon. gentleman will modify
his motion so as to consider how best to expend
the mnoney voted by the present (Government he
shall have my earnest support. Last vear’s
vote has lapsad, and I do not think the Govern-
nient would require nuch coaxing to add it to
this year’s vote. So long as the Government
believe so much in borrowing, they cannot see
that a few pounds spent on our own industries
would be money well spept, and that every
shilling kept in the colony instead of going out
of it is money possessed by the State.

Mr. CHUBD said: Mr. Speaker,— But for
one or two remarks in the speech of the Minister
for Mines, T intended to give a silent vote in
favour of this motion. The hon. gentleman
commenced by saying he was surprised at hon.
members on this side proposing additional expen-
diture when they were accusing the (overnment
of extravagance, Jut what we accuse the
Government of is extravagance in the wrong
direction, whereas this would be expenditure in
the right dircetion.  Again, the hon. Minister said
the (rovernment had done a zreat deal for the
mining industry ; they had put money on the
Fstimates to assist in deep sinking, and for
the aid of schools of mines. But the money
advanced for deep sinking is a loan which
the miners will have to refund if they are
successful. It is not money paid out of the
Treasury without any possibiliby of its being
returned.  Then with regard to the £2,000 voted
last yeur for the school of mines, that has not
been expended, and nothing has been dons to
carry out the objects for which it was voted ; so
that the miners have had very little assistance
in the particular matter which is the subject of
the wmotion of my hon. friend. I quite agree
with him that we should walk before we attempt
to run. It is rather putting the cart before the
horse to establish schools of mines before we have
these lectures delivered to the mining popula-
tion. Anyone who knows anything about the
study of chemistry is aware that the establish-
ment of a school of mines would be a most
expensive affair.  The laboratory appliances and
cheivicals for experiments would cost a great
deal more than the paltry sum which appears on
this estimate. The proper way to proceed, as
pointed out by my hon. friend, would be to have
clementary lectures, followed by more advanced
instruction, andultimately by the establishiment of
schools of mines. T have never been in Ballarat,
and do not know how the school of mines works
there; hut it seems to me it is more of o training
college, where a person would have to spend a
ureat deal of tinie and thoroughly study the sub-
jeet s whereas if lectures like those suggested were
wiven the mining population could attend, and
be instructed in the elements of mineralogy,
zeology, and to a certain extent of chemistry,
which they could then apply to practical pur-
poses.  Now, sir, hon. members in discussing
this motion have contined their remarks almost
entirely to the metals gold and silver. The hon,
member for Kennedy, Mr. Lis:iner, mentioned
some other minerals, but no mention has been
made of the one which I think is the most valu-
able of all to the colony, and that is coal. T
Delieve the development of the coal industry will
bring far more wealth to the colony than either
gold or silver, or both together. Look at the
valne of the coal industry in (sreat Britain. The
coal industry here is only in its infancy, as was
said by the hon. leader of the Opposition yester-
day. The output of coal now is a mere fleabite to
what it will bein the course of a few years; hutit
eventually will be of greater importance than even
wold and silver, and be productive of more material
benetit to the colony. It seems to me that the
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prineipal ohjection of the Minister for Mines to
the motion is the question of expense. It hasbeen
pointed out that provision has been made for deep
sinking, and as there is a sum on the Estimates
for schools of mines, the Government think they
have done enough for the present, but during the
recess they will give the matter congideration
and seec what can be done. That is the sugges-
tion of the Premier ; but I would suggest a way
in which something might be done at once. 1t
is admitted by the Government that the £2,
which is now voted for schools of mines is
totally inadequate, and cannot be spent to any
good purpose. If this motion be passed, that
£2,000 can be struck off the Estimates, and can
be applied to the carrying into effect of the
motion of the hon. member for Port Curtis.
I urge this more strongly, as the Government
must not forget that, although they say they
have done so much for gold-miners, they are
about to impose a tax upon them in the shape
of a tax upon machinery, and it would be a good
thing if these lecturers were appointed, so that
miners may be more speedily educated in their
business and refrain from wasting their capital—
on useless ventures—in machinevy that will be of
no use to them. For these reasons I shall support
the motion.

Mr. BAILEY said : Mr. Speaker,—I de not
thinl it is necessary to malke a speech upon this
subject. Ishall do as I have always done, and sup-
port any proposal for the benefit of miners, from
whichever side of the House it may come. I
may say that there is a great want of technical
Iknowledge of mining in this colony, aud I can
give an instance. Sonie years ago there was
made a discovery of an extraordinary mixture of
metals in the Wide Bay district, near Kilkivan—
a conglomeration of metals of the most valu-
able descriptions—which has hitherto resisted
all the knowledge we have at present in the
eolony to make it profitable. There is an
immense quantity of gold and silver and other
metals all together, and to this day we have
not been able to work that mine. We know
that this rich mineral exists, and yet we have
not the technical knowledge in the colony to
enable us to work it. Look again at the recent
discoveries. We are now finding gold in the
colony under different conditions from any in
which it has Deen fouud in any other part of
the world. I refer first to Mount Morgan, and
secondly to a most important discovery made by
the hon., member, Mr, Smyth, and sowe friends
recently in the neighbourhood of Gympie. When
we find minerals combining under such strange
conditions, I think the importance of greater tech-
nical knowledge on the part of the miners must
be palpable to anyonc. 1 agrec with the
hon. member for Bowen that a far better use
may be made of the money proposed to be
expended upon schools of mines, because that
sum is insufficient for the purpoese for which it
was originally intended, by expending it in the
direction pointed out by the hon. member for
Port Curtis. 1 have great pleasure in supporting
the motion.

The ATTORNIY - GENKRAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge) said: Mr. Speaker,~-T regret very
much that owing to otlicial duties requiring
my presence elsewhere T have not had the
advantage of hearing any of the speeches
that have been made by hon. members on
this subject, with the exception of that just
made by the hon. member for Wide Bay. I
am very glad indeed to sce a member of the
intelligence and capacity of the hon. member
for Port Curtis advoeating hiy views on a
matter of this sort, and although he does
not specially represent a mining district, I, as
one of those who do represent a mining con-
stituency, do not feel the least degree of
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jealousy, but am glad to see him devoting his
attention to a matter which so vitally affects
the interests of the great mining industry. I
think it is impossible to say toe much in com-
mendation of any suggestion of a practical
kind that wounld be likely to lead to the
development of the mining industry which is
universally acknowledged to be about the
most extensive and reliable that the colony
at present possesses. It has exercised my mind
very considerably for some time as to what
would be jthe best way of utilising the £2,000
placed upon the Istimates for the purpose of
establishing schools of mines as propesed by
the Gowernmment, but it strikes ine that the
suggestion that has been made that if a por-
tion of this £2,000—probably the whole of it—
were for the time being expended in some
such way as this is a very good suggestion,
and probably we shall find in the adoption
of a resolution of this kind the introduction
of a system which T hope to see attain very con-
siderable dinensions by-and-by.  Of course the
terms in which the motion has been put are
vague, but I suppose it is fmpossible, until the
whole question has beeh well thought over and
a full discussion has taken place upon it as to
what would be the best way in which to utilise
the service of lecturers, to come to any
definite conclusion. I think that lecturers
going about at distant intervals from one
mining centre to another wonld be hut a
very poor substitute for a school of mines estab-
lished in a particular locality. What is wanted
is not to hear a lot of information, the half of
which would be forgotten almost ax soon as
heard, but to have demonstrations made that
the miners would be able to follow, and which
would make them competent to detect the pre-
senceof valuable minerals, and how best toutilise
their resources when they embark in mining
ventures. At the same time, everything must
have a beginning, and prolably in some such way
as this the very best means of beginning would
be ascertained. There is no doubt that in the
Kennedy district, for example, there is known to
be a vast extent of country which is more or
less auriferous. There is an immense body of
stone on the Ravenswood Gold Field which is
largely impregnated with gold, and which con-
tains also a mixture of other metals; and the
ditficulty that has faced the miners hitherto
has Dbeen how to separate the gold from
those other metals, T understand that large
firms have embarked a great amount of capital
in the endeavour to discover the true way
by which the gold may be separated from
those other metals with which they are mixed,
and too much cannot be said in praise of those
who have embarked their capital in an enter-
prise of that kind, and my sincere hope is
that their enterprise will be richly rewarded.
I regard the efforts of those who embark their
capital in this way as more to be commmnended,
and as doing more for the mining industry, than
cven the establishment of schools of mines. The
more information the wminers as a body can
obtain as to the means by which valuable
minerals may be distinguished and their presence
detected when found in combination with other
substances, the wmore likely will it be that
not only the existing mineral fields will be
developed, but new ones brought into exist-
ence. The mining industry, no doubt, has of late
vears suffered from the waste of money that has
taken place in the endeavours made by men to
develop the resources of mining districts, without
having the vequisite knowledge as to how to go to
worlk, and I really do think that the employment
of competent lecturers would do inuch to dissipate
ignorance. There is one difficulty we shall always
De eonfronted with in a colony like this, which is
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illustrated in the case of the Mount Morgan mine.
Gold will be found in places and under circum-
stances to which the most accomplished mineralo-
gists are utber strangers, buf, notwithstanding
that, T must express my approbation of every
effort that is made in the divection of affording the
miner the requisite knowledge of how to go to
work and expend his capital in the way most
likely to be produetive of profit.  Probably, my
hon. colleague, the Minister for Mines, will take
into his consideration whether the employmoent
of one or two competent lecturers, of the kind
proposed, might not be the beginning of a system
we hope to see introduced—the establishment of
mining schools in all' the large mining centres ;
and am convineed that the benefits to be
derived from the existence of schools of mines
will more than compensate for the comparatively
small outlay necessary to keep them going, as [
hope we shall sec them ere long in a state of
thorough efficiency.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said: I
think that both sides of the House have but
one desire in connection with this question, and
that is, to afford the miner and the mining
industry every possible encouragement, and
enable miners to prospect the country with
improved knowledge. When this motion was
introduced by the hon. member for Port Curtis
—T may say with great ability—1I at once stood
on the defensive, in the interests of the Trea-
sary ; and I wmust say that, if the claim
were represented as an increase of expen-
diture, or with a view of establishing a new
departinent, I should have opposed it most
strenuously. T am glad to see that hon. mein-
bers have very wiscly considered the fimancial
position of the country, and although they have
expressed their approval of the motion, have no
desire o increase the obligations of the Treasury.
It is a question whether the establishment of
lesturers would answer the purpose of schools
of mines, and, personally, I do not think they
would have the same beneficial tendency. As
a tentative measure, the system might do a
great deal of good in affording more immmediate
information than at present can be derived
from the establislent of schools of mines. While
this discussion has been proceeding, I have
considered the source from whence the hon.
gentleman intended to procure a supply of
lecturer think he will have some dithi-
culty in getting leeturers of anyv ability here;
and unless he has men who are really well posted
up in the seicnce of mining I do not think that
lecturers itinerating from centre to centre would
be productive of that great henefit which the hon,
gentleman anticipates. However, that ix a
matter of detail, and will no doubt receive full
consideration fronimy hon. colleague, the Minister
for Mines. The Government have a desire to
encourage mining industry and to afford miners
all legitiate information so as to enable them to
pursue their calling with benefit to themselves. 1f
the appointment of these lecturers will benefit the
mining industry more innnediately than the esta-
blishment of schools of mines, Tthink that asa pre-
liminary measure the proposal tomake some provi-
sion forlecturers will commend itself to the House;
and so long as the expenditure under the head of
schools of mines is not enlarged by the diversion
of the vote to lecturers, there can, of course, he
no opposition on the part of the Treasury to this
sum of £2,000 or thereabouts being expended for
lecturers. If the hon. gentleman who has intro-
duced this motion agrees with this view of the
case I think there will be no objection to allow
the matter to go into committee, and the dedica-
tion of the money can be more conveniently
dealt with there than in the motion before the
House. At the same time, T would point out that
there may be some difficulty in securing the
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services of a sufficient number of able and skilled
lecturers in this particular branch of science for
the sum of £2,000 50 as to be able to proceed imme-
diately in the direction of educating the miners,
If, however, the hon. gentleman agrees with the
views I have expressed on the matter, there can
be no objection to the motion going into com-
mittee, and there will be then full opportunity
of discussing the whole subject.

Mr. ARCHER said: Mr. Speaker,—I1 am
very pleased to hear what has just fallen from
the Colonial Treasurer. I think that the
Attorney-General, who, I presume, has probably
been performing his duties in court during the
afternoon, could not have been present when my
hon. friend the member for Port Curtis intro-
duced this motion.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No.

Mr, ARCHER : T thought »o0. Had the hon.
gentieman Leen here he would have had the
advantage of hearing part of an elaborate report
by Professor Black, of Otago, New Zeunland,
which was read by the hon. member for Port
Curtis.  Professor Black is a scientific man who
has lectured a good deal to the miners in different
parts of New Zealand. He takes a great interest
in this matter, and recommends the appointment
of lecturers in preference to the establishment of
schools of mines, until the miners have been so
favr instructed by the lecturers as to appre-
ciate the higher style of education to be given
in the schools of mines, I think the Premier,
who spoke in a vague kind of manner when
addressing the Howse on this subject, could not
have listened to the extracts my hon. friend read
from Professor Black's report.  Mr. DBlack
speaks as o man having authority. He has done
what the motion before us proposes should be
done here, and he hax seen the good effects of a
system of lecturing on mining. I hope hon.
members who take an interest in this matter will
procure hisreport and read it before this question
comes on for further consideration in committee.
Probably they will derive more information from
that report—not.only as to what Mr. Black has
done, but also as te the result of what he has
dene—than they will from any amount of talking
in this House, as we are comparatively ignorant
of the matter under discussion. The Colonial
Treasurcr mentioned that he thought it would be
very diffieult to procure lecturers of sufficient
capacity—or, in other words, lecturers worth any-
thing —for the money which it is said will be re-
quired,  Well, this objection holds equally good in
regaid $o schools of mines, for they requirenotonly
lecturers but o stafl of teachers and a great
wany instruments 5 they would, in fact, require
almost everything necessary for a  chemist’s
Inboratory.  When the lecturers proposed to he
appointed have inforined the miners to some
extent in useful knowledge, schools of mines
may De established, and the miners would
then be in a position to take advantage of the
higher education. I only wish hon. members
voukl possess themselves of the report made by
My, Black. Tt would give them a vast amount
of reliable information on this subject. If we
cannot establish schools of mines at present—
which I doubt—at any rate if we could, it
would involve the expenditure of a great deal
more than is set down on the Istimates—we
should do, not the next best thing, but according
to Professor Black a far better thing—mamely,
make provision for the appointment of lecturers.
T can heartily support this motion, and I believe
that £2,000 spent in the way suggested will
repay the conntry probably better than a similar
amount spent on other forms of education in the
colony.

Mr. KATES said: M. Speaker,—It was at
first wy intention to eppose the motion of thehon.
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member for Port Curtis, but since the matter has
asswmed a different phase from that which it had
wlhen first introduced I shall be inclined to give it
my support. At the same time, while I would
likke to see the mining industry assisted I do not
sce why the agricultural industry should not be
assisted also. The members of agricultural con-
stituencies have been very moedest, and, bearing
in mind the unsatisfactory state of the finances,
they bave not come forward with similar motions
in regard to the agricultural industry. T think
the hon. member for Port Curtis should have
refrained from bringing forward a motion
of this kind, at the present time, to increase
the expenditure of the colony. We find that
there is a sum of £2,000 put down on the
Estimates for the mining industry—for schools
of mines—but there is not a single penny put
down for the agricultural industry—for an agri-
enltural college.  There is also- £10,000 put
down for deep sinking, but nothing is down
for the agricultural industry in the same
direction. I find, too, that the mining industry
is represented by the Minister for Mines,
and that it has a separate department in the
Government, but there is no such provision
for agriculture. T think there should be a
Minister for Agriculture appointed as well as o
Minister for Mines. T would, as I have said
before, have opposed the motion proposed by
the hon. member for Port Curtis, because [
believe we should do all we can to check addi-
tional expenditure. 1 am prepared to go in for
thorough retrenchment, as the Colonial Trea-
surer will find when he introduces the Istimates.
But underthe altered circumstances—the member
for Port Curtis having agreed that the £2,000
put down for schools of niines shall be applied
to the payment of lecburers—I fecl inclined to
allow the motion to go into committee.

Mr. NORTON, in reply, said: Mr, Speaker,—
T was glad to hear the remarks of the Colonial
Treasurer, because I was under the impression,
from the way the Minister for Mines treated
the motion, that it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to oppose my proposition.  The sugzes-
tion thrown out by the Treasurer is one that T
shall be glad to adopt; at the same time I
must express my regret that the Govern-
ment cannot soe their way to set aside a
larger sum for the pwrpose. It has Dbeen
acknowledged by every one who has spoken
that the matter 1s a most important one; and
T think, even if we went to an expendi-
ture of £3,000 or £10,000, it would he recouped
to the Treasury within the next few years,
because it would give an impetus to the nining
industry which could not be given in any other
way. However, T suppuse © beggars cannot be
choosers,” and the Govermnent supporters could
have thrown out my motion if they had decided
to vote against it. T am glad to_be able to
say that it has been treated, as I wished it
to be treated hy hom, mcmbers, as a motion
with wbich politics should not be allowed to
interfere. We are all agreed that by giving
facilities for the nequisition of mining knowledge
we are doing the best thing we can, not only to
advance the interests of mining, but of the colony
also.  One matter which particularly called my
attention to the papers I have read in connec-
tion with New Zecaland was, that some four
years ago, when the late Ministry were in
power, T proposed that ussistance should be
afforded to Mr. Jack, the Government Geologist.
The appointment T suggested was made, but the
result is not all that could be wished, because,
though M. Rands has been to some districts—
my own among others—and made an inspection
of the different fields, there Is soniething more
wanted to help the miners.  MHis reports are

Cwseful to anyone who understands geology, but
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we want matters put before the miners in such
a way that those who do not understand geology
may take advantage of what is put before
them, when it is pointed out under what
conditions minerals are likely to exist. I should
not have said so much about Professor Black’s
veport if it stood by itself, because, as the
Minister for Works suggested, it is not likely
that we are going to swallow anyone’s report.
As the hon. member said, any man could make
a good report of his own doings, but in this case
the annual mining report of New Zealand also
refers to the same subject, and it is there stated
that they have evidence of the faithfulness
of Professor Black’s report, from the fact
of miners having communicated the good
results which have followed his instructions.
‘With that evidence we may treat Professor
Black’s report, though perhaps a little highly
coloured, as one which can be relied upon. It is
well known that large deposits of minerals exist
in this country ; and when aquestion like thisis
raised we should be adopting an unwise course if
we decided it in the negative. Every induce-
ment should be given for the working of those
large mineral deposits which are known to exist.
If welook at the effect of the opening up of mines
in any district, it will be admitted at once that
it has a most wonderful effect on the surround-
ing country. Not long ago, what is now the town
of Silverton, in New South Wales, near the
border of South Australia, was discovered as a
place where minerals exist to a large extent. At
the time the deposit of silver was found the place
was like the country in the farwest of Queensland,
and was used merely for sheep-walks, but thereis a
large town there atthe present time, Idonotknow
who is carrying out the works, but a proposal
has been submitted to the Government, and has
been agreed to, that a tramway should be con-
structed from Silverton to the South Australian
border, a distance of twelve or fourteen miles, to
join the South Australian railway system ; and
another tramway is to be constructed between
Silverton and Menindie, on the Darling River,
a distance of eighty-four miles. That is
to be carried out in country which, some
years ago, was nothing but a wilderness,
and used only for depasturing stock. And a
similar state of things would arise here from the
discovery and working of mineral deposits. Now
that the Government have agreed to take the
matter into consideration, and we are likely to
come to terms as to what shall be done, there
is no occasion for e to say anything further.
I pointed out when I introduced the motion
that I should prefer to see the £2,000 on the
Estimates for schools of mines devoted to
the proposal contained in my motion, and
after having said so much I need only say
that I am prepared to accept what the Govern-
ment are willing to give. I am glad they are
prepared to let the matter go into committec ;
and before then I shall be glad to arrange with
them as to the alteration which shall be made
in the motion, in order to allow the sum of
£2,000, now on the Estimates, to be devoted to
the purposes for which I have asked another
sum,

Question put and passed,

BEER DUTY BILL—SECOND READING,

The COLONIAL TREASURER said : Mr.
Speaker,—During the debate upon the tariff
resolutions of the Government we have been
accused of not levying taxation in the direction
which would be most convenient to the people of
the colony—namely, upon property. The exact
class of property, however, which should be
subject to taxation has never been pointed out ;
and T am inclined to think that, whatever form of
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praperty we might propose to tax at the present
tiie, it would be said, “Oh, that is not the
class of property which should be taxed ; it
is somne other clags.” I am thervefore inclined
also to think that the present Bill, which
ix most certainly a tax upon a certain class
of property, will not be wholly accepted by
hon, members of the House, although if
they apply to it their investigation of its
incidence they will observe that it is directly
a tax upon property, and upon property which
pays no other tax whatever. But I am not
sufficiently sanguine to believe that this measure
—which T consider to be a thoroughly good and
sound fiscal measure—1I say I am not sutficiently
sanguine to believe that it will commend itself
to the approval of hon, members opposite.
They will prohably say, It is not the class of
property which should be taxed.” Unfortunately,
I have not been able, after attentive observation
to the debate we have lately had, to arrive at
what particular class of property it is which
hon, members would coneur in taxing, or which
they think should be compelled to contribute to
revenue. However, this excise duty upon colonial
beer is seriously a measure which should com-
mend itself to every hon. gentleman in the
House. It is a fair tax upon the colonial
brewer, who is not only not subjected to any
taxation upon his property at the present time,
but who enjoys special facilities which those
engaged in no other industry in the colony enjoy.
In view of that fact, and for the purpose of
obtaining a proper supervision over the breweries
in this colony, the introduction of this excise
duty is not only a beneficial measure in o revenue
sense, but is also a salutary tax in a social sense.
The objection may be raised that if we increase
the excise duty we should also increase the
import duty wpon the imported article. I hold
that to be fallacious. We do mot want to
incresse the cost to the consumer. By this
taxation we are not increasing the cost of beer
to the consumer.

An Hoxovrasre MeMBER: Yes, you are.

The COLONTIAIL TREASURER: Hon.
members may say so, but they probably do not
Lknow that the large margin of profit on colonial
beer is quite sufficient to cover the duty without
increasing the cost to the consumer. But if we
were to charge an additional duty upon imported
beer we should then be charging the consmmer
directly, because if the consumer of colonial beer
now wishes to give it up and go in for the im-
ported beer, he would have to pay an increased
price for it, and we have no desire to charge
him more for it than he has had to pay
heretofore. The excise duty we propose
upon colonial beer will furnish no excuse to
the retailer for increasing its cost to the con-
sumer when we consider the large margin of
profits made in this industry. If we proposed to
increase the duty upon the imported article
we would necessarily increase the cost to the
consumer, inasmuch as the consumer, if driven
by the excise duty now proposed from the
colonial article, must neccssarily consume the
imported article at a higher rate of duty.
That is, I consider, a perfectly defensible
position for us to take up in this matter—that
we do not increase the cost of beer itself to the
consumer; and I am convinced of this, that
even on the colonial article the ordinary com-
petition of trade will be such as to prevent
the publicens from incressing—as I helieve
they threaten to do—the cost of this beverage
to those who consume it. I have already
stated that the brewers of this colony are a
class who have made fortunes—I am quite
justified in using the word—they have made
large fortunes indeed in this manufacture, not




574 Deer Duty Bill.

only in Queensland, but throughout Australia.
In this country they are exceptionally favoured
in this respect—for they obtain one of the
commodities they use in their manufacture—
namely, malt—at the minimum rate of import
duty of 6d. per bushel, whereas in Victoria
that article alone is liable to a duty of 3s.
a bushel. But that is not by any means the
only advantage which brewers in this colony
have. HKvery distiller, every publican, and every
wine and spirit merchant in the colony has to
pay for registration, and has paid for the regis-
tration of his premises for years, whereas the
brewers have been entirely exempt from any
registration whatever. They are further favoured
by special privileges upon the railroads of
the colony. Under the railway tariff at the
present time, imported heer in wood has to be
paid for at the rate of 7d. per ton per mile
for the first 75 niles, and at 5d. per ton per
mile beyond that distance. The colonial article
has only to pay 5d. per ton per mile throughout,
so that at once, for the first 75 miles it is carried,
there is a bonus of 2d. per ton per mile, or
12s. G6d. for any journey exceeding 75 miles.
There are also further privileges in counection
with the retwrn of empty packing which T
will not delay the House by entering into. I
do not think that theve has ever been any differ-
ence of opinion upon the (nestion as to whether
spirits are o legitimate article for taxation. No
hon. member of this House, whatever his views
may be upon the question of taxation, has ever
repudiated the prineiple that spirits are in them-
selves o fair object forcontributing to the revenues
of the State. If hon. gentlemen view the
question of beer alone in connection with its
alcoholic  cualities, they will find that the
proposed duty is infinitely less than what it
onght to bear in proportion to the quantity of
spirit it contains. 1 have it from very good
authority that every hogshead of beer containing
52 aallons—supposing 1t contains 9 per cent.
of proof spirit, which is about the average
strength—svould contain 42 gallons of proof spirit.
Under the new tariff, supposing the spirit to be
free from the beer, it would pay £2 &« duty,
whereas the hogshead of beer containing the
spirit pays, under the excive proposed, only
12s. 9d. The department this morning had u
sample of colonial beer—I will not give the name
of the brewer, as it would be invidious to do so—
analysed. The beer was brewed in the neigh-
bourhood of Brishane, and it was found to con-
tain 12 per cent. of proof spirit. Such beer con-
tains, in every hogshead of 52 gallons, 61 gallons
of proof spirit. Under the new tariff of 12s, per
gallon on proof spirit this would be subject
to a duty of £3 15s, I think I have estab-
lished my position that beer ought to bear
a duty; and the duty we propose to levy
upon it is of that small character that it is a
great deal below the amount of duty with which,
considering the amount of proof spirit it containg,
it iy fairly chargeable. I need not take up the
time of the House in going through the caleula-
tions again; hon, gentlemen will find them
printed in the Financial Statement. T may
say that a duty of 3d. per gallon amounts to
something under 4d. per pint, or less than 1d.
per glass; and as, I believe, colonial beer
1y sold at 6d. a glass it follows that there is
an immense profit made in the manufacture of
the article between the cost price and the price
at which it is sold to the retailer. That has
already heen sufficiently demonstrated, and
therefore, without further taking up thetime of
hon. members, I will briefly indicate what are
the principles contained in the Bill now in their
hands.  In imposing a duty of this sort we desire
to collect it in such a manner that it will he
attended with the least expense possible, We
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do not desire that there should be
array of revenue officers, or that the hrewers
should be subjected to establishing bonded
warehouses on their premises or to any other
inconvenience. Qur intention is to adopt the
Victorian system of collecting the duty by
stamps, the character of which will be found in
the clauses of the Bill. It is intended that the
brewers shall enter into a bond in proportion to
the quantity of beer periodically manufactured
by them, and that they shall be supplied with
heer duty stamps according to the different
contents of the vessels, from the hoghead down-
wards, to be fixed thereon. It will Le the duty
of the sub-inspector to periodically vixit the
breweries. Possibly in the case of large estab-
lishments in the city of Brisbane it may
necessitate an inspector being continually on
the premises, but in the case of smaller brew-
eries a periodical visitation will be made when
the beer is beiug sent out to the customers of the
brewery, and it will be the duty of the inspector
to see that the duty stamps are cancelled before
the beer leaves the premises of the brewer. The
books will be open to the examination of the
inspector, and the brewer will have to malke a
declaration at the end of each month as to the
cuantity of Leer that he has brewed, which will
be corroborated by the balance of stamps in his
possession, of which he will have to render an
acconunt, That will save a considerable amount
of trouble both to the brewers and to the revenne
branch of the Treasury, inasmuch as no money
will have to pass except in payment for the
duty stamps. Then it is intended that brewers
shall be registered. The first registration will take
place immediately after the Act comes into opera-
tion, and the registration of the existing brewers
will carry them over until January, 1887. It is
intended that the registration shall be an annual
one, commencing in the month of January ; but
the first registration will extend over a period of
fifteen months. The fee has been fixed at £25.
That has been considered a fair amount which
the brewers ought to pay for registration. The
amount is small. Indeed, T have been found
fault with by several for having fixed it so
low ; and it has been asserted that the fee should
be, at any rate, £100. But there is no desire on
the part of the Government in introducing this
measure to saddle the smaller brewers with a
large immediate expenze for registration which
it might be inconvenient to them to bear ; and
therefore I think that £25 will be considered a
very moderate amount to pay for that purpose.
The 11th clause of the Bill provides that—

“ Beer shall not be removed from a brewery for con-
sumption or sale except in hogsheads, half-hogsheads,
or in vessels of such smaller size as may he
approved by the chief inspector.

“ Any beer found in a brewery or removed therefrom
in vessels of a size not approved by the chief inspector
shall be forfeited, and muy be seized by any inspector
or ollicer of police.”

The 12th clause refers to the bools that are to be
kept by the brewer, which I have previously men-
tioned, and which are to be kept open in the
daytime for the inspection of any inspector, who
may take extracts therefrom or transcripts
thereof. At the end of every month the entries
in the books are to be verified by solemn
declaration of the person by whom or under
whose directions they were made. Then there is
a penalty for not keeping books or not maling
entries, The 17th clause relates to the beer duty
stamps, which T have mentioned ; and there is a
penalty provided for not stamping casks or other
vessels containing beer sent out for consumption.
T have hitherto referred to the mode of dealing
with beer in wood. In the case of beer in
bottle it is intended that stamps shall be
affixed to the carter’s delivery book, which
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shall be cancelled by the inspector at the
time when the carter removes the beer from the
brewery. Then there is a provision that the
Minister shall cause permits for the removal of
the beer to be prepared, a sufficient supply of
which are to be kept on hand by each inspector.
By clause 25 the inspector has power to examine
vehicles or other conveyances by which beer is
removed from the brewery, to see that the
packages have been stamped in conformity with
the Act; and there is a penalty for removing beer
in wnstamped casks or packages, also for evasion
of duty, and a very proper penalty for forging
stamps.  The 29th clause provides that—

“When any beer has fromn any canse heecowne undit for
consumption, a hrewer may sell the same for wanufac-
turing purposes, and such beer nay, wider a permit
from an inspetor, he removed from the brewery
out affixing thereon the stamps hereby required
vided that such heer mnst be removed in ca:
ing not less that twentyv-five gallons each, and having
the nuture of the countents plainly marked on the out-
side thereof.”

Then it is provided that all casks shall be
branded with the namne of the brewer, and that
brewers may purchase beer from one another,
There is a drawback to be allowed on spoilt
beer, and persons drawing beer from unstanped
vessels will be liable toa penalty.  The inspector
of Dbreweries is to be at liberty to inspect
breweries, warehouses, and other places where
he has reason to believe beer is stored ; also
houses lcensed for the sale of intoxicating
liquors ; and any person who obstructs, resists,
or molests him in the performance of his duty
will be liable to a penalty not exceeding £100.
There is a drawback allowed on exported beer,
and under clause 38 the Governor in Council
has power to make regulations. Under clause 39
a percentage s imposed for breaches of the Act
and regulations, and clause 40 defines the mode
of procedure. The Bill has been framed on very
sim:ple lines, Mr. Speaker, and, as T have already
stated, it is chiefly desired, while imposing this
tax upon this class of property, which is well able
to bear it, that its collection shall be as econo-
mical as possible. I believe, sir, that a very con-
siderable amount of revenue will accrue to the
State from this measure. I also believe thatavery
great improvement in the quality and character
of the beer brewed in this colony will be observ-
able as a result of it, because I am sure that it is
not salutary that these large brewing establish-
ments should be carried on unrecognised by the
law, and that neither the State nor the public
can get any exact information as to the character
or extent of their transactions. Information—
even statistical information—as to the amount of
heer brewed in the colony has been very jealously
given, has been frequently refused ; and on this
ground alone I consider that the manufacturing
industries of the colony ought, at any rate, to be
recognised by the State, and that the extent of
their transactions and manufactures should he
easily obtainable. T do not think it necessary at
the present time to enter very fully into the
details of this measure. The beer industry has
now reached very considerable dimeunsions. There
are nineteen breweries in the colony at the
present time, and their product is estimated,
at the very lowest computation, to be nearly
4,000,000 gallons per annum. The profits from
this industry arve extremely large. Several of
these establishments have formed themselves
into syndicates and copartneries —into limited
liability companies I may say, if “ syndicate” is
looked upon as an objectionable term. I do not
say it in an objectionable sense; I simply mean
the co-operation of people possessing capital,
who by their union can conduct large insti-
tutions of this kind to a more satisfac-
tory and profitable issue than one indivi-
dual possessing small capital, T say that these
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large institutions have become limited liability
companies ; and when we read their periodical
balance-sheets and see the large amounts of
dividends which they are periodically distribu-
ting amongst their shareholders, we may fairly
arrive at the conclusion that the industry
should be taxed; and I do not think any
member of this Fouse will have the hardihood
to say that a manufacturing industry which
has attained to such immense dimensions, and
is conducted under such very profitable con-
ditions, should longer remain exempt from
contributing a fair quota to the necessities of the
State, I say again, Mr. Spenker, that even if
there had besn no necessity for increasing the
revenue at the present time T consider that the
hreweries of the colony should be brought under
the cognisance of the Government, and the most
effectual way of placing them in that position is
by making them contribute to the revenue of the
colony. I beg to move that this Bill be now read
a second time.

Mr. ARCHER said : Mr. Speaker,—I am very
pleased to hear the light and airy manner in
which the Treasurer has introduced this Bill
into this House, but I may say as an intro-
duction to what will follow that I Tlook
upon  his remarks as showing that he knows
nothing at all as to where this tax will fall.
If he is right in the statement that he made here
to-night then every person who has ever spoken
or written on political economy is clean wrong
from first to last. Ile began a preliminary
flourish by stating that this is a tax upon pro-
perty, although he admitted that it was a tax
which would not meet the approval of those who
believe in a tax upon property. 1 begin, sir,
by denying in toto that 1t is a tax upon property.

The COLONIAL TREASURER : What is
property ?

Mr. ARCHER : No doubt the registration fce
recuired to be paid by the brewers in the first
instance will be a tax on property, but the duty
on beer i3 by no means a tax on property and
will not diminish the profits of the brewer one
iota. ITvery farthing of that tax will come out
of the profits of those who drink beer; and the
whole of that long introduction to which the
hon. gentleman treated us can only have its
foundation in the fact that he differs from every-
one who has ever studied or written about
political economy, or else he would never have
given utterance to such ideas. Property, as it
was spoken of the other night in connection
with the question of taxing it, is an accumulated
amount of property held in possession. Well,
beer is not accumulated property.

The COLONTAL TREASURER : Dreweries
are.

Mr. ARCHER : Brewing beer is exactly the
same as making boots.  You gain if you can sell
for more than it costs to make, and you lose if
you cannot sell for that. It is like any other
industry in the country—it has to depend upon
the demand in the country for it. Then the
hon. gentleman said something about this not
being a tax that would fall on the consumer,
becanse there was no intention to increase the
tax on imported beer. I must confess that I do
not quite understand the hon. gentleman ; T can-
not follow his reasoning. He argued from that
fact that the proposed taxation of beer will not
increase the price of beer, whereas if the tax had
been imposed upon both beer manufactured in
the colony and imported beer it would have
raised the price, But by imposing a tax on one
or the other you raise the price of both, How
you can separate the two things I cannot under-
stand.

The PREMIER : Have you never heard of
competition in trade ?

Y
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Mr. ARCHER : We will come to the question
of competition and large profits by-and-hy ; but
Tinsist that imposing an extra duty on Iinglish
beer would not be a tax upon property either.
What the Treasurer is now doing is this: He is
taxing the beer of the country, which is chiefly
retailed in glasses, while he will not tax Fnglish
beer, which is consumed by people who pay more
for their beer than those who drink eolonial
beer. The people who usually drink colonial
beer are those who, being thirsty from work
or from walking about the streets, turn
into a publichouse and take a glass of it.
linglish Dbeer is really consumed by people who
pay more for it. The Treasurer himself is
apparently one of these, for he says a glass
of beer costs 6d., while you can go into the
best hotel in BDrisbane and get a glass of
beer for 3d.—even a “long-slecver,” I belicve,
though T have never drunk ome. If the
Treasurer were right in saying that the
colonial bheer was sold at 6d. a glass, then
the brewers would be making fortunes, The
Colonial Treasurer says the brewers carry on
their business under greater advantages than
any other class in the community. Well, even
smpposing they pay no fee, I do not see that they
have any special advantage. A man may maken
pair of boots or a stean-engine without paying
any fee. That is the first hint T have had from
the Treasurer that we make purt of our revenue
by taxing people for carrying on an industry.

Mr, MOREHEAD : Or for succeeding in it.

Mr. ARCHER : We do, of course, license
publicans, because we do not allow anyone to
enter into competition with them except under
certain conditions, The publican must have a
house of a certain kind, and he is licensed to use
it, but Tam not aware that anyone in the country
is taxed for carrying on au industry ; and in that
vespect the brewers are the same as anyone
clse. A duty on beer iIs perfectly justifiable if
the general voice of the people says it should be
imposed ; but I say that beer isnot a good article
for taxing, and I deny that at the present time
anything ought to be taxed more than it is at
present.  If colonial beer is to be taxed, it will
only be fair to raise the duty on the imported
article, so as to make those who, llke myself,
drink the superior class of beer, pay something
towards the increased revenue. The homn.
gentleman also spoke of the low duty on malt
a bushel—and said that in  Vietoria
it is much higher. T believe that in Victoria
they mo longer import Knglish malt, because
they can produce it themselves, and the English
article cannot be imported at a profit. T am
told that in Queensland the barley grown is not
suitable for malt. England and Treland, from
their moist climate, produce barley that is hardly
to be matched for malting purposes, bhecause it
contains the proper quantity of moisture, but the
climate of Queensland I am informed iz too dry.
I am sorry it is so, because otherwise it would
enable farmers profitably to vary their crops. If
the hon, gentleman incresses the duty on malt
he will simply increase the price of beer to the
man who drinks it, and that man, as has been
said over and over again here, is the working
man who goes in for a drink when he is thirsty.
Another thing the hon. member mentioned was
simply absurd, Hesald the brewershadtheirgoods
carried at a very low rate on the railways, but that
is a concession, not to the brewers, but to the
people inland who drink beer, Of course, if the
brewer can send it up the country cheaply he
can sell it cheaply; if he had to pay a higher
railway fare, the people who drink it would have
to pay for it. Does the hon. member think the
brewers pay the railway fare? The only advan-
tage is to the people, who lzet cheaper beer. It
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is absurd to bring a thing like that forward in a
serious argument. In fact, the Colonial I'reasurer
seews to be in such a benighted state as to fancy
that it is the importer who pays taxes, and not
the consmmer. Another reason why the hon.
Treasurer thinks colonial beer is an appropriate
article to be taxed is that the brewers malke
large profits. If that is the case, it will soon
remedy itself, if the hon. member does not insist
on passing this Bill ; if he doesinsist T do not
think it will find its remedy. If the hon. member
wants to see the profits of brewers reduced, let
him leave it to the ordinary law of supply and
demand. If breweries pay so remarkably well,
capital will be invested in them ; they will be
pitted against each other, and will have to lower
their prices to such a scale assimply to return bare
interest on the money. That i3 the experience
with every business all over the world—with
every business. DPeople invest their money in
businesses that are seen to pay well, and by-and-
by the supply becomes equal to the demand
and prices go down. That is the way the
large profits of the breweries, if there are any,
will be reduead, A Bill of this kind will simply
have the effect it had in Vietoria, of shutting up
the small hreweri and confining the trade to
the large ones,  Instead of reducing the profits
of the largce breweries, it will increase them,
since it will increase their trade, and the brewers
will charze their customers the duty. As for the
Utopian idea of the hon. member, that by taxing
the manufacture of Dheer he will Improve its
quality, I think we may dismiss that from
our minds. The hbrewers are very respect-
able men, no doubt, but, like all other trades-
men, they will try and get their profits. 1
should fancy they would do it by supplying an
inferior article. In one way they might tmprove
it, and that was by adding more water, and so
making it less deleterious to consumers. I am
certain that they will not improve it in any other
way. That is a result which is not at all likely
to occur, because it may be taken as a fixed rule
that the brewers will have the same profit out of
the heer when they pay 3d. a gallon duty as they
havenow. In fact, it is the first time T haveever
heard it seriously stated by any statesman that
a tax would fall upon the manufacturers and not
upon the consumers. I do not think that the
hon. Treasurer has expressed one single opinion
in introducing this Bill which cannot be very
easily met and refuted. Those statements, of
course, were only a mere flourish. I also take
exception to the manner in which this duty is to
be collected ; and T think collecting it by means
of stamps will be rather confusing. I, of course,
object to the whole thing. I think it isa mistake
to tax beer, and consequently I shall vote against
the second reading of the Bill. 1 do not think
the mauner proposed is the easiest one for
collecting the tax. Does the hon. gentleman
expect brewers to purchase these stamps by the
gross and affix them to the barrels?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes.

Mr. ARCHER : It is a very queer way to
malke men pay duty before they geot their profit.

The PREMIER: They need not buy the
stamps till they want them.

Mr. ARCHER : Men cannot be continually
running about getting a few stamps, whenever
they want them. What number of inspectors will
have to be appointed if they are to see to all the
duties that are to be performed under this Bill?
A brewer cannot take beer out without an
inspector; he cannot do anything without an
inspector. Will hours have to be allotted to
the different hrewers during which they will
have to remove the beer?  Removing beer is
not like removing spirits out of bond. A man
can remove spirits enough out of bond in one
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hour o last a month ; but beer is a thing that
is removed continually ; and will regulations be
made by which each brewer will have a certain
hour in the day allowed him for delivery ? 1 see
brewers’ carts going about the whole day, from
morning to night.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Their con-

venicnce will be studied.

Mr, ARCHER : T do not see how that can be
without appointing a number of inspectors, which
will be absurdly large, for the collection of the
duty. T see onreading the Bill that there is to
be a charge for the use of Her Majesty, on all
beer, of 3d. a gallon, and there are many other
clauses which are probably copies of some provi-
siong in other Bills of the kind. T really think,
sir, it is & very clumsy and inconvenient means of
collecting this duty. There are three large brew-
cries in thecity,and how can thev possibly carry on
their business, unless they areallowed to continue
sending out beer from early morning till late in
the afternoon? The matter of these stamps has
probably been well talked over; but a brewer
will undoubtedly have to keep a large stock of
them in his possession; and men in bhusiness
like to pay for a thing at the time it is
wanted. In taking spirits out of bond the duty
is not paid until they are delivered. The hon.
gentleman stated in his speech that some
beers had been sampled, and it was found
that they contained a certain amount of spirit.
T would like to know if that was bottled heer, or
beer in the cask ; and whether it was the ordinary
colonial beer that is retailed all over the country.

The COLONIAL TREASURER :
ordinary bottled beer.

Mr. ARCHER : It contains more spirit than
T thought it did. However, there is an admirable
way of reducing that by the addition of water.
We ought to encourage the drinking of such
light beer as is made in the colonies, and
discourage the drinking of spirits; by which
means we are far more likely to see men
sober. I like to see a hard-working man
enjoy a glass of beer ; it is such a real pleasure
to him; and T should like him to have it as
cheap as possible. It will be a great deal
cheaper if the hon. gentleman will not interfere
with the trade of the breweries. He will ruin
the small brewers, and the frade will simply be
in the hands of large capitalisis who can atford
to pay the duty, and who will run every
public-house for themselves, That will be
one of the preobable results of the Bill. T
do not believe beer to be a good subject for
taxation, and if the hon. gentleman fancies that
it will have any good effect I hope that he will
banish that idea from his mind. I am perfectly
certain that he is the ouly person in the House
who fancies that a tax upon the manufacture of
beer is a property tax. I certainly disagree
with him in three things—I disagree with the
Colonial Treasurer in thinking that taxation is
necessary ; I disagree with him as to the manner
of imposing the tax; and I disagree with the
articles which are to be taxed : therefore I shall
certainly vote against the Bill.

Mr., BORWITZ said: I would like an
explanation from the Colonial Treasurer in
reference to this Bill he has put before us. We
have got a small brewery in Warwick but
we have got no inspector there, and I would
like to know in what manner that brewery can
be kept open if it can only deliver beer when
an inspector is there. I think the Bill
has simply been brought forward to crush the
small brewer for the benefit of the large one. As
I havesaid, there is a small brewery in Warwick ;
but there is also one in Roma, and if it will cost
the country £300 or £400 a year to maintain
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inspectors for each of those breweries, then the
tax will not be worth while collecting, I do not
object so much to the tax of 3d. a gallon as to
breaking up of the small breweries, and if the
Colonial Treasurer can give me any explanation
upon that point I may reconsider my determi-
nation ; but if he cannot I certainly shall oppose
the Bill. The hon. member for Blackall has told
us that barley cannot be grown here as well as in
lingland or Ireland, but I differ from him on
that point,

Mr. ARCHER : T said T had been told so. I
know nothing about it myself.

Mr. HORWITYZ : T accept the hon. member’s
explanation, but I can inform the House that
barley can be grown just as well on the Darling
Downs as in Great Britain, and I think it would
have been well if the 'Treasurer, instead of
imposing this duty of 3d. a gallon upon beer,
had come down with a proposition to put 2s.
or 3s. upon malt, which at present only pays 6d.
per bushel. That would have been a much surer
way of collecting additional taxation. But,
referring to what I said before, I would point
out that under this Bill the brewer will not have
the same freedom as he formerly had. If he
gets a fow orders he will not be able to deliver
his Dbeer unless the excise officer is present,
and it is well known to every business man
in this Xouse that a brewer, whenever
he gets an order, sends out his Dbeer at once.
I am told that the casks will be stamped,
but a great deal of forgery may take place under
such a system. I therefore cannot see my way
clear, considering the loose manner in which the
Bill has been brought up, to supportit. I am
very glad to hear from some hon. members that
we have at least one industry from which large
profits are made. I regard that as a very good
thing, and hope we shall have other industries of
the same kind. I disapprove of this Bill; and
unless some more satisfactory explanation is
given by the Colonial Treasurer I cannot see my
way clear to vote for the second reading.

Mr. MACFARLANE said : From the remarks
made by the hon. member for Blackall, one
would think that the brewer made very small
profits, but we have only to compare what the
colonial brewer sells beer at, and what it is sold
at in England, to see what large profits are made
here. I have been making some inquiries, and T
am told the brewer charges in this colony £5 per
hogshead of 56 gallons, and you can buy the
same quantity of English beer for £4.

Mr, ARCHER : That is not a fact.

Mr. MACFARLANY : T am told on the best
authority that the colonial beer is charged at £5 ;
some sy £5 10s., but I am taking the lowest
price, and that you can buy, in bond, English
beer at £4 per hogshead. Here is a difference at
once of 20 per cent. in favour of the colonial
brewer without taking carriage into considera-
tion at all. English beer has to pay a very
heavy freight, and yet it can be sold at a cheaper
rate than the colonial beer. There must, there-
fore, he a very considerable profit upon the
latter article. Now, by adding the duty to the
English beer you increase it to £5 17s. 6d. a
hogshead—only 17s. 6d. more than the colonial
beer is sold at. Ido not know what members
here think, but I am told that people out-
side who drink beer prefer English to colonial
beer. The hon. member for Blackall has said
that the duty must be paid by the consumer.
Now, I am in a position to say that this is
impossible, because if the publican or brewer
attempts to charge his customers an extra price
for the beer, they will simply drink English
beer, because it is as cheap. Then the hon.
Blackall referred to this duty
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having the effect of weakening the colonial
beer.  Well, that will not alarm me very
much ; the weaker. it is made the better.
But still T do not think there is any fear in
that respect, because there are nineteen breweries
in the colony which have to compete one with
the other, and there is no fear of redneing the
quality of the beer so long as there is such com-
petition. There is yet one other argument.
There is a very large consumption of beer in this
colony, and there is a great deal of crime
throughout the country caused by the drink-
ing of beer, and yet that same beer pays
nothing to the consolidated revenue to com-
pensate for the great amount of money which
has to be paid to keep down crime. Beer
sends people to Woogaroo ; beer sends people to
St. Helena; and the colony has to pay for all
the injury it does, without getting any return,
Therefore, I say, instead of putting on 3d. per
gallon, it would be a very good thing indeed if
the Government had proposed to put on 6d. a
gallon duty. We all know that Mr. Gladstone
said that whenever he wanted to raise a good pot
of money, he could put an extra penny per
gallon upon beer.

Mr. MOREHEAD : Yes; and that put him
out of power., He fell over it,

Mr. MACFARLANE : He wanted to fall, as
shown by the fact that he was in a position to
maintain his position. However, our Govern-
ment is not going to fall over a beer barrel. I
do not think it is worth while to discuss the
matter on the second reading ; and I did not
intend to take up the time of the House so long,
but I wished to refer to one or two arguments of
the hon. member for Blackall.

Mr. JESSOP said : Mr. Speaker,—TI would like
to contradict a statement made by the hon. mem-
ber who has just sat down, as to the price of
beer. The hon. gentleman told us that colonial
beer is being sold at £5 10s. a hogshead ;. but 1
may inform him that it has been delivered in
Dalby for £4 10s., inclusive of the cost of carriage
for 150 miles from Brisbane to Dalby. Under
the new taxation there will be an increase in
the price of £1 7s. 6d. T object to the taxation
of beer, and I think it is a great shame that a
great industry like the beer industry should be
injured in any way. Why not tax English beer in
the same way as it is proposed to tax the colonial
article? There are a good many reasons why
this measure should not pass. Brewers may
increase the price of beer, but I cannot see how
the hotel-keepers, who are fairly taxed now, can
make an extra charge in retailing it at per glass,
unless they have smaller glasses. I shall vote
against the second reading of the Bill, and
shall have something further to say on the
subject when the Bill gets into committee.

Mr. MOREHEAD said : Mr. Speaker,—As I
understood the Colonial Treasurer, when he
introduced the proposals contained in this Bill
on a previous occasion, he stated that he ex-
pected to realise £43,000 from this tax on beer.
I think those are the figures he made use of
—that he saw that of the £93,000 to be
raised by additional taxation, the duty on heer
would produce £43,000. It appears to me, and 1
think it must be patent to everybody, that the
bulk of the new taxes is to be raised from the
labouring or the working man. The sum of
£43,000 1s to be obtained by an excise duty on a
commodity most largely used by the working
classes of the community. I think nobody can
deny that. Nobody will, T think, deny that the
charge that the incidence of this taxation will fall
on the labouring man is a correct one, and
therefore it cannot be cavilled at even by the

Minister for Lands, who said last night that no
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member on this side of the House—myself in
particular—can be a friend of the working man.
Ithink I am as good a friend to the working
man as the hon. gentleman, andam quite prepared
to go before any working man’s constituency in
the colony to prove my contention. This Bill is
almost a transeript of a Victorian Act brought
into force in 1880, and subsequently renewed for
a short period of a few months and then aban-
doned, the only difference being that the excise
duty inthiscase isin excess of that charged in Vie-
toria, and that there are some obnoxious elements
in this Bill which are not contained in ‘the Vie-
torian statute. I would like to know from the
Colonial Treasurer—of course he cannot tell us
to-night, but he may do so when we go into
committee on the Bill—what will be the cost in
the first instance of bringing the measure into
operation—that is to say, what will be the amount
of salaries to be paid to the officers who will be
required to carry out its provisions ; and, in short,
what will be the whole cost of collecting the
duty? T would like to know from him if he has
taken into consideration the additional expense
that will be entailed on brewers when the
measure becomes law and is in operation?
Has he considered that the imposition of this
excise duty will render it necessary for brewers,
whether theyare joint-stock companies or private
individuals, to have an increased staff of clerks
in order to comply with the conditions contained
in the Bill? The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly well that what I have said will be the
immediate effect of this measure. But it will
have another effect consequent upon that—
one that has been pointed out on previous
occasions, and alluded to to-night by more
than one hon, member—namely, that it will
simply lead to the brewing business in this
colony falling into the hands of small corpora-
tions. The hon. member for Warwick has
pointed that out, and T am sure the hon. member
for Rosewood, who is a practical brewer, knows
as well as T do that that will be the effect of this
Bill. Corporations may be restricted to smaller
profits than have hitherto been obtained, but
they will be compensated for that to some extent
when the smaller businesses are swept away.
On the other hand, the Bill will be a great
danger and evil. It will, as I have said, destroy
the business of the smaller brewers ; and it will
also do a great damage as regards the cost of
heer to the consumer. The Colenial Treasurer
—T think, rather stupidly, if T may be par-
doned for using such a remark with regard to
such a very astute person as the hon. gentleman—
gave as one reason why beer should be taxed
that brewers were making money—the industry is
a profitable one and therefore it must be taxed.
I am not sure that this is not consistent with the
general policy of the Government, because it seems
to me that the policy which has been pursued
by the present Administration has been that when
they saw an industry that was prosperous they
made an attempt to injure that industry and
destroy it. They destroyed the sugar industry
in that way, and they practically attempted to,
destroy the pastoral industry, and now they
are attemping to destroy another industry for
the reason given by the Colonial Treasurer
—that it is prosperous. That is the reason
given by the hon. gentleman. It is not the
reason given by me, for T should be very sorry
to give any such reason for taxation. The hon.
gentleman went further and made a most absurd
assertion, which has been partially alluded to
by the hon. member for Blackall, and which was
to the effect that he went into an elaborate
calculation and found that a certain amount of
alcohol was contained in beer, and therefore
that beer was let off very cheaply by the tax
proposed, The same remark, as has been
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pointed out to me by an hon. member on this
side of the House, would apply to potatoes.
If analysed, potatoes would be found to con-
tain a certain amount of aleohol, and therefore,
on the differential seale proposed by the Trea-
surer, potatoes should be taxed according to the
proportion of alcohol they contain. I believe there
are very few things—very few vegetables, at any
rate—that do mnot contain some alcohol. We
know perfectly well that spirit is easily obtained
from potatoes, maize, rice, and many other pro-
duets that may be mentioned ; so that if the alco-
holic test is to be applied to becrin this manner it
may just as well be applied to other articles.
I do not intend to delay the House at the present
time, because I am certain that the Bill will be
seriously debated in committee. It appears to
be a measure that strilees at one of our principal
industries. And while on that point I would say
this, in reference to the utter inconsistency of
the fiscal policy of the Governmment: On the
one hand, in order to pander to a certain por-
tion of the colony which returns members
who support the (Government, they put an
import duty on timber-—a duty which mate-
rially affects all men not immediately connectad
with the timber trade, which strilees home again
to the heart of the working man-—and on the
other hand they put an excise duty on a
product which employs alarge amount of labour;
and if this Bill becomes law it will lead to the
closing of the small breweries and throwing the
men who work in them out of employment.
There is the inconsistency on the part of
the Government. On the one hand their
policy is protective, and on the other it
is quasl freetrade ; that is to say, it puts
an impost on an article produced in the
colony so as to place it on a level with what is
imported from other countries. These glaring
inconsistencies should be exposed. No doubt
the Premier will say, as he said last night, that
nobody has a right to discuss anything beyond
beer in a Beer Duty Bill, but he must
bear in mind that the Colonial Treasurer—in
a sort of happy-go-lucky style, which had a
¢ Micawber” touch in it, hoping for some-
thing to turn up-—talked generally on the
financial position of the colony; thersfore, unless
the Premier is prepared to castigate his eldest
disciple he must not chastise the Opposition.
I trust the measure as it stands will never
be allowed to get through committee ; and I
believe, from what has fallen from the hon.
member for Warwick and the opinion held
by other members on the Government side,
that the question will be fully discussed
then. If the question goes to a vote I shall
oppose the second reading, because T consider
the Bill provides for an unjust tax and throws
the weight of taxation on the portion of the
community least able to bear i6. I believe that
it is not necessary, a reason which has been given
over and over again ; that the deficiency could be
made up by retrenchment, or by a tax directed
against property and not against a commodity
consumed almost entirely by the working classes
of the colony.

Mr, ISAMBERT said: Mr. Speaker,—The
Bill under consideration is an innovation in our
fiscal policy. I believe hon. members must be
struck with the ditliculties to be encountered in
altering the fiscal policy of the country; and I
believe those difficulties are greater m this
colony, because our fiscal policy hitherto has been
based on no principle whatever except that of
raising revenue. No Government can be carried
on without revenue, and revenue means taxa-
tion; but in a method of taxation the raising
of the necessary revenne is not the only considera-
tion which should guide the Government. In
considering the method of raising revenue, regard

[3 SEPTEMBER.]

Beer Duty Bill. 579

should be had to our industrial development.
Knowing that we cannot do without taxes for
carrying on the Government of the country, they
ought $0 be so imposed as least to interfere with
the development of our industries, and we must
commence to understand that the industries of
the country are itslife. A good many people
may differ from this view. They believe that to
import an article cheap is the chief consideration
of any State ; but countries which have acted to
some extent on this principle have been forced
to consider taxation from an industrial point of
view. Irom this point of view I think the
method of taxing proposed in this Bill is not
very judicious. Xvery fermented or spirituous
liquor is a legitimate article for taxation, and &
tax on colenial beer in course of manufacture
might be approved; but to tax the finished
article when being sent out is rather a
clumsy way of raising revenue. In places
where large experience has Dbeen had as fo the
best method of raising revenue, the duties
on heer are raised before it is fermented,
an allowance being made for that which is used
for home consumption. Where that system is
adopted the beer can be sent out at any time
without the excise officer sitting under the

,nose, as it were, of the brewer. T would

like to see the duty reduced by one-half,
and collected before the beer enters into fer-
mentation, and I would also like to see a
higher duty levied on imported malt, which can
very well stand a duty of 2s. 6d. or 3s., instead
of 64, as now. Such an impost would consider-
ably benefit the farmers and would be an induce-
ment to them to grow barley for the production
of malt. Tt is all nonsense to say that it cannot
be grown here on account of the meteorological
conditions. T admit that malt cannot be made
well during the very hottest months of the
summer, but there is ample time in the cool
season of the year to make a very superior malt.
Drewers, in order to escape the taxation upon
malt, would turn their attention to the pro-
duction of malt in the colony. Such a tax as
that would conduce to the encouragement of
our own industries, and for the few shillings
or pounds the Governiment would lose by such
a process the country would be largely bene-
fited; the loss to the Government would be
infinitesimal compared with the gain to the
country. The hon. Treasurer might well except
beer of a very low alcoholic strength, such as
lager beer. ILiager Leer is fermented at a very
low temperature. It also contains less fusil oil,
and is, therefore, not so narcotic as Iinglish beer ;
and being fermented at a low temperature
there are no acetic or other acids found in it;
and, besides, liquor fermented at a low tempera-
ture produces a much more wholesome spirit
than liquor fermented at a high temperature.
Under the method of manufacture in Kngland
beer must contain a large amount of aleohol
in order that it may keep, but lager beer requires
a lower alcholic strength, in some cases not so
much as6 per cent.  Such a course of taxation
as I suggest would be of benefit in another way,
because teetotallers would in this way attain
their object far surer than by all the teetotal
lecturers they could bring into the fleld. It is
open to doubt whether this proposed duty will
bring about such a monopoly as it is said
it will. I hope, at any rate, that the
Government will take such action as will
prevent such a monopoly. They can introduce a
clause in the Licensing Bill to the effect that no
company or no private individual shall have
more than one public-house, or that they should
pay double for every second license. This would
break wup the monopoly. The member for
Balonne is somewhat in error when he says that
potatoes and maize contain spirit, They contain a
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substance which can be converted into sugar and
that can afterwards be converted into spirit ; but
as they are they do not contain any spirit what-
ever, I would recommend the Government,
before this Bill is passed, to carefully consider
the method of taxing the beer. 1 approve of
taxing the beer, but I do not approve of the
method proposed here. Whenever we put a
burden upon ourselves, it ought not to be im-
posed in such a manner as to injure our own
industries, but should be levied in such a way
as to protect our industries, so that, even if the
Treasury lost a few shillings, it would benefit the
country by pounds.

Mr. JORDAN said : Mr. Speaker,—T agree
with the hon. member for Rosewood that we
ought not to tax our industries—that is, we ought
not to impose any taxes injurious to the indus-
tries of the colony generally. I approve of the
Government fiscal policy as enunciated recently
by the Colonial Treasurer, because it is to pro-
tect our native industries, and I do not think the
‘taxation proposed in this measure forms any
exception. It is curious to hear the various
reasons given by hon. members against the
method of taxation contained in this Bill. It is
objected to, in the first place, because it is addi-
tional taxation, and that they consideris not desir-
able. It has been very clearly proved, however,
that we do require a measure of additional taxa-
tion, in order to stop the leak that is now found
to exist, so far as revenue and expenditure are
concerned. The incidence of this taxation is
objected to in two or three ways. The Treasurer
tells us it will fall upon the brewers; the hon.
member for Dalby, I think, tells us that it will
fall upon the hotel-keeper ; the hon. member for
Balonne assures us that it will fall upon
the poor man, with whom he has the deepest
and profoundest sympathy; the hon. member
for Blackall thinks it will fall upon the
poor man also, but he was very ingenious in the
latter part of his argument in proving that the
effect of it would be that the brewer would put
water in his beer, so that it would not fall upon
anybody. In fact, we have here something
wonderful achieved by the Treasurer in the im-
position of taxation, which will raise £42,000 a
year, and will fall upon no one, The only effect
of it will be that more water will be consumed
by the labouring men. I am a believer in water
—plenty of water outside and inside in a hot
country like this. T believe that the less alcohol
a man consumes in Australia the better. This
is one of my infirmities, perhaps, as will be seen
from the blue ribbon in my coat. As to the cost
of collection, some hon. gentlemen said that there
would have to be an army of men employed at
£300 a year, or something like that. This must
be considered as highly hyperbolical ; the hon.
gentleman of course does not really mean that
there will be any such number of men employed
at such an enormous salary for carrying out this
Bill. No doubt in great breweries such as we
have in Brishane some men will be constantly
there; but the smaller breweries in various
parts of the country will be easily managed.
They could be looked after by men at the rate
of about 10s. a day, or the collection of the duty
might be entrusted to Civil servants who would
be allowed some addition to their stipends for this
purpose. We are going to raise £42,000a year by
fresh taxation, and it will not hurt anyone, 1t will
not hurt the poor man : it will only give him a
little more water in his beer. It will not hurt
the brewer, because he will put more water into
his beer. It will not hurt the hotel-keeper, or
add to the enormous amount of taxation to
which the poor man is already subjected. I can
therefore see no objection to the Beer Bill,
Indeed, it is the most ingenious Bill T ever heard
of, It is the grandest measure of taxation ever

[ASSEMBLY.]

Beer Duty Bill.

conceived by any Treasurer in any part of the
world, It should be a cause for great rejoicing
that we can increase our revenue by £42,000 a
year, and that the tax will fall on nobody and
cost very little in the collection. I do not

believe the beer will cost the poor man
a farthing more than it does mnow, The

hon. member for Blackall drew a delightful
picture of the working man drinking his beer.
I like to see the working man with his coat off
and his shirt-sleeves rolled up, driving a plough,
or cutting down timber, or wielding the axe.
T do not like to see the working man in a public-
house. It is the last place he should go into,
and the longsr he remains outside of it the
stronger he will be for labour, and the more
cheerfully will he go home to his family. T like
to see the working man sitting down in his own
house. T do not even Dbelieve in clubs for
working men. I believe they should go home to
their wives and children—to a cheerful home,
with books to read, and tea and water to drink
in moderation, and plenty of good beef-steaks,
and all the rest of it; and the less he spends in
the public-house, and the more wages he takes
home on a Saturday night, the better. That is
my view of the question. I do not care to look

. at the working man in a public-house, or else-

where, drinking beer—unless he can get this
wonderful lager beer we have heard of. I am
sure we are all greatly indebted to the hon.
member for Rosewood for the interesting account
hehasgiven usof i, Tam almostinclined to think
that 1 could drink lager beer myself, and still
wear the blue ribbon on my coat—though I do
notintend to try the experiment. Tam exceedingly
pleased with the measure, and after what we
have heard on all sides it will, I am sure, com-
mend itself to the good sense of every member of
the House.

The Hon. J. M, MACROSSAN said : Mr.
Spealker,—The hon. member for South Brisbane
says he can see no objection to this Bill. Inever
heard him raise any objection to any measure
introduced by the Government. He has made
the grand discovery that, although he is in
favour of encouraging native industry, putting
this tax on beer is actually an encouragement
to a native industry. But he has not told
us how it is going to have that effect, The
hon. gentleman tells us very facetiously that he
believes in plenty of water, within and without,
and appeals to the blue ribbon on his coat to
show that those are his principles. I always
thought the blue ribbon indicated that there was
once a time when the wearer of it took very
little water inside and very little outside—that he
drank beer and something much stronger. The
blue ribbon is an indication that the man was
once a drunkard but has now become a tee-
totaller. It is only lately that the hon. gentle-
man has worn it ; he must have been over sixty
years considering the matter before adopting
it; but better late than never. The Colonial
Treasurer has told us that he thinks there ought
to be a tax put upon beer, because it is a tax
upon property ; but he did not explain how he
arrived at that conclusion. Tt requires very
little argument to prove that it is not a
tax upon property. He has also told us
that because the brewers, as he supposes,
make large profits, therefore they should be
taxed. No doubt the men who make the
largest profits ought to pay the heaviest taxes,
for they ought to pay in proportion to the pro-
tection they receive. But it does not necessarily
follow from that that brewers ought to be taxed
more than anybody else. I am mnot quite
certain that brewers do make large profits.
Some do, no doubt, just as some drapers make
large profits ; but will the Colonial Treasurer
tax the drapers on that account? Some drapers
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have failed; so have some brewers. Many
squatters have made large fortunes, and many
have failed. T might go through every industry
in the colony with the same result—some are
making fortunes and some are not. I think
the hon. gentleman will find, if he makes
a stricter inquiry into the matter, that
there are as many fortuncs lost in brewing
as are made. No doubt men who possess
long - established breweries make a good
deal of money, but it is no proof that,
because one or two brewers in the colony
make a fortune, therefore brewing as a trade
is a profitable one. The hon. gentleman
also thinks that this tax will fall upon the
brewers, and that is another reason why he con-
siders the tax should be imposed. Several other
hon. members seem to be under the same impres-
sion, and that the men who consume the beer
will have to pay nothing extra. That is entirely
opposed to all ideas of political economy. If
you put a tax upon any article consumed by
people the tax must ultimately fall upon those
who consume it. Let the hon. gentleman glance
at the experience of Victoria, where a similar
tax, only a penny less per gallon, was imposed
four years ago. Indeed, I believe the Bill
now before us is almost a transcript of the
Victorian Act passed by the Berry (rovernment.
It was introduced as an emergency measure for
a few months, renewed for twelve months, and
then allowed to lapse. The vesult of that
measure, imposing a duty of only 2d. per galion,
was that colonial beer, which was sold before at
3d. a pint, actually cost the consumer 4d. a pint
while the tax was in operation. The experience
of Victoria is entirely against the Colonial
Treasurer’s idea that the tax will fall on the
brewers. That is a fact that can be easily
substantiated. It is not a matter of ancient
history. The Act was passed so recently
as, I believe, 1830, was afterwards renewed for
twelve months, and was then allowed to lapse.
There is another point with reference to the
cxperience of Victoria, when that colony was in
a somewhat similar position to ours at the pre-
sent time : That out of the number of breweries
—nearly 100—in existence at the time this tax
was imposed, 19 were shut up—that is, all
the small breweries were shut up; the larger
ones were able to carry on.  That will just be
the result here, I know that there are members
of this House, who to-night will vote for the secand
reading of this Bill, who would not like to see
any industry closed up, but they are actually
closing up an industry by the vote they will give,
There is not the shightest doubt in my mind
that the smaller breweries of the colony will be
closed. I do not know how many there are;
we have only nineteen altogether, and if you
close three, four, or five of those we shall be
depriving a certain number of working men of
employment. I do not think hon. members
would like to do that; nevertheless that will be
the result of their vote, The question has been
raised by some speakers of putting a tax
upon malt and hops. There is a tax upon
malt already, although not a very high one;
and the experience of brewers in Queensland,
as far as T can ascertain, is that they are not able
to make malt here on account of the heat—that
during only three or four months of the year can
malt be made with advantage in Queensland.
Therefore, to put a higher tax upon malt than
exists at present would not have the effect which
hon. members intend—that is, to increase the
malking of malt in the colony and consequently
benefit the agricultural interest. If the climate
was suitable for the making of malt, it would be
well to put a higher rate upon imported malt ;
but with the climate that we have, and
the experience of our brewers polnting in the

[3 SEPTEMBER.|

Beer Duty Bill. 581

dirvection it does, it would be very improper
to increase the duty. There is a tax already
upon malt, hops, and brewers’ crystals, which
are imported. I do not know how it is, but
Queensland sugar-makers do not make a suffi-
cient quantity of brewers’ crystals of approved
quality, and therefore that article is imported
and taxed at the rate of £5 perton; so that
brewers are taxed upon the three chief articles
of their consumption.  If hon. members have no
intention of injuring an industry which has
sprung up in the face of competition, from
the imported article, and it 1s determined
to put a tax of 3d. per gallon on colonial beer,
they ought at least to put a corresponding tax
upon the imported article so as not to injure
the industry. At the same time the hon. the
Colonial Treasurer would reach a higher class
of consumers, because, as a general rule, people
who drink the imported article are in a_superior
position, financially, to those who drink the native
article. The hon. the Treasurer told us, in the
course of the debate a week ago, that the number
of gallons of colonial beer consumed per annum
was something like 3,500,000; and if this is
at once compared with the quantity of
imported Deer consumed it will be seen
that colonial beer is drunk by the greater
number of people —that is, by the working
classes, T think the consumption of imported
beer during the last two or three years has been
about 850,000 gallons— about one-fourth the
quantity of colonial beer consumed; there-
fore, it will be much better if we are able,
in committee, to impose an equal tax upon
imported beer, so that if the duty imposed by
the Bill is carried the two articles may stand
in the same proportion as they donow. Less
injury would be done, and T am certain that the
Treasurer would lose nothing by it—perhaps it
might be some little gain. Dut there is one thing
which hon, members may be certain of, and that
is that whatever tax is imposed it will fall upon
the consumer. They need not deceive them-
sclves by thinking that they will get at the
brewer by putting a tax upon beer. 1f they want
to get at the brewer because he makes large
profits they inust do so in another way—that 1s,
either by an income tax or a property tax, and
not by putting a tax upou an article which he
produces for general consumption.

Mr. KATES said : Mr. Speaker,—I quite
agree with the concluding remarks of the hon.
member for Townsville, in which he says that a
corresponding duty ought to be imposed upon
imported beer, whether in wood or glass.
think that would be a very judicious mode of
taxation, and I shall be prepared to support
such an amendment in committee if the hon,
gentleman proposes it. But that is not my
object in rising at this time. T rise for the
purpose of putting the hon. member for Blackall,
as well. as the hon. member for Townsville,
right in connection with the remarks they
made concerning the information they said
they had received with regard to colonial barley.
T think it is a libel on the agricultural resources
of this colony to say that we cannot produce
malting barley as good as any that can be
grown in any other part of the world. I know,
from experience, that in 1880 we produced on the
Darling Downs 30,000 bushels of barley. In
1881 it rose to 42,000 bushels; but because it
fell into the hands of perhaps an incompetent
maltster, or because a few parcels were sent to
the one solitary malting establishment in the
colony at that time, the whole of the barley of
the colony has been condemned. I know for a
fact, My. Spealer, that a parcel of colonial barley
sent to Sydney was sold there at 4s. 6d. a bushel.
At that time ordinary feeding barley was selling
at 24 9d. or 8s., and the price realised—s. 6d.—
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shows that the barley had been purchased for
nalting purposes. At the time I refer to the
barley mdustry was in its infaney in this colony;
the farmers had had very little experience of if,
and did not tale as good care of it as they would
have done if they had known more about it.
But it is the same with all colonial industries,
Take the case of wool. Thirty or forty vears
ago the wool grown here was of such a coarse
nature that it was almost unsaleable in the
London and Continental markets ; but it has so
much improved since that time that it is con-
sidered the finest wool in the world. Again,
when the sugar industry was in its infancy here
the sugar manufactured was of very poor quality,
but it has now improved to such an extent as to
be equal to any sugar in the world. The samemay
be said of wheat, Fifteen years ago, wheat grown
on the Darling Downs wascondemned ; flour made
from that wheat was also condemned, but now
we find that flour made on the Darling Downs
—especially roller-made flour—supersedes the
imported article in all parts of the colony. I
believe, sir, that it would be the same with
barley ; and if the tax on Imported malt was
raised from 6d. to 2s. 6d. a bushel it would be a
a very wise step. It would increase Dbarley
growing in this colony, and would in other
respects tend to raise our farming industry.
I have risen chiefly for the purpose of putting
the hon. members for Blackall and Townsville
right when they said that they had been
informed that the barley grown in the colony
was not fit for malting. I maintain that the
barley we produce, if freshly malted and not
allowed to become weevilly before malting, is as
good as any that ever was imported. And as T
said before, if, when the Bill gets into com-
mittee, any hon, member will propose an amend-
ment to put a corresponding duty upon imported
beer, I shall be very willing to support it.

The ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge) Mr. Speaker,—I do not rise to
take any part in the discussion on this Bill, but
simply tomake a statement of facts as deposed to
by others who have had as good an opportunity of
knowing as those who have spolen in this House
on the subject of the tax or excise duty that was
imposed upon beer in 1880 in Victoria. The
hon. member for Townsville stated that the
result of the imposition of that excise duty was
that the cost of beer was increased to the con-
sumer. Ihold in my hand, sir, a report written
by an officer of the Hxcise Department in this
colony who was employed in a similar capacity
in Victoria at the time that duty was impesed,
and this is what he says about it :—

* This tax fcll upon the brewers in the first instance,
They had to find the capitul to purchase the stamps, Tn
many cases brewers would eliarge the publican with the
duty on the heer he received. 1Many publicans wure
under the brewers' will (being the owners of the licensed
houses), andhad to submit to the charge. Still the duty
made no difference to the publie, for they got theirbeer at
the swme priceas beforethe duty was flposcd. Asnmatter
of fact, the publican could afford it. e buys his hest
from his hrewer al £ per hogshead. or at the rate of
2}d. per pint, and retails it to the public at 8d. per pint,
or 3d. per half-pint glass.”
Testimony of that kind, coming from one who
had such means of knowing what the effect of
the excise duty in Victoria was as regards the
consumer, is entitled to very considerable weight,
and ought to count for something as against
those who say that the effect of the duty was
to increase the cost of beer to the poor man in
Vietoria. I have not the slightest doubt that
other reasons than those igned operated to
cause the repeal of the excise duty in Victoria.

Mr. BLACK said : Mr. Speaker,—1 was very
glad to see the hon. gentleman get up, although
I was rather disappointed to find that he was not
prepared to give us any of his own experience on
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this subject. T think when the hon, menmber pro-
duced a certain document handed to him by

the Treasurer he should have given us a
little more information as to whether the

statements in that paper were reliable or not.
Tt seems very strange to me that the hon.
the Treasurer, having that document in his
possession, did not refer to it himself if he
attached any importance to it. I should like
to know whether we arc to attach more im-
portance to what I may call an anonymous
document than to the evidence given us by
several hon. members on this side, who tell
us that the effect of the excise duoty in
Victoria was to increase the price of the
glass of beer to the working man. I do
not know whether the Attorney-Gieneral is a
blue-ribbon man, and takes those cordials so
dear to the stomachs of the temperance people,
or whether he is one of thosec who believe that
when the working man pays 3d. for a glags of
beer he has a right to get beer. The hon.
member for South Brisbane asserted that it
would be no harm if the working man got half
beer and half water, I think the working man
would very strongly object to pay for water at
the price of beer. However, the hon. gentleman—
who, I hear, has nearly sixty years’ experience
as a non-teetotaller—has very likely come to the
conclusion that it would have been a great deal
hetter for him if he had taken his becer half-and-
half with water.

Mr. JORDAN : T must beg tobe allowed to
state that I have had sixty years’ experience
practically as a teetotaller—all my life.

Mr. BLACK: When the hon. member has
had as long an experience as a blue-ribbon man
as he has had of temperance, his experience
will be worth something. He iz only a novice as
a blue-ribbon man. Now, there is no doubt that
this additional taxation will be imposed ; but it
is the duty of the House to consider proposals
emanating from either side which will tend to
improve the measure. T do not think any pro-
posal has been made which would be more
equitable than the imposition of an increased
duty on imported beer. Since a necessity has
arisen for additional taxation—which I main-
tain  would have been quite unnecessary
under proper management—it should be our
endeavour, when the Bill gets into committee,
to make the additional taxation as equitable as
possible. T still protest against the real necessi-
ties of the greater portion of the people being
taxed whilst thosce people who could well have
afforded additional taxation are comparatively
exempt. If the Colonial Treasurer will increase
the revenuc—which T am sure he will badly want
before twelve months have clapsed—Dby putting
an increased duty of 3d. a gallon on imported
beer, he will certainly have my support, and, T
can see, the support of several members on both
sides of the House.

Mr. MORKHIZAD : There should be an excise
duty on gingerbeer,

3r. BLACK : Yes; that reminds me of a
source of revenue that would be very acceptable
to all classes of the community. We have had
great many lectures lately, emanating chiefly
from what is cailed the blue-ribbon party of
Queensland—a party which, I can assure the
House, has my deepest sympathy as long as
they do not earry it too far. But I think there
is a limit of endurance beyond which they cannot
expect the people of the colony to suffer the
domineering spirit they seem likely to assume.
So long as they endeavour to carry out their
principles, both in this Dill and the Licensing
Bill when it comes on, in a moderate way, 1 feel
sure they will have the support of a majority of
the House and the commtry ; but I warn them
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not to go too far. But I wish to draw the
attention of the Colonial Treasurer to a means
of increasing the taxation which T think has
entirely escaped his noticee. We have been
told that no less than 3,500,000 gallons of
colonial beer are consumed annually, and we
are also told that there is a large and increasing
portion of the population who are opposed to
beer, wine, and spirits, and consume nothing but
temperance drinks, Now, I do not think it is
equitable that those who consider fermented and
spirituous drinks a necessity of their lives should
have to bear the preponderance of the taxation.
There is a Dbeverage which ight very well
stand a slight taxation, and that is what
is known as waters — lemonade, ginger-beer,

ginger-ale, soda water, and the rest. If
3,500,000 gallons of colonial beer are con-

sumed there must be nearly the same quan-
tity of those waters consumed, and I would
point out that there is no branch of the
licensed victualler’s trade which gives such Dbig
protits,  If the Colonial Treasurer were to
impose a tax of 4d. a bottle he would derive a
very considerable revenue, and I am sure the
public would not be called upon to pay more
than the 6d. a bottle they are charged now.
From every point of view it would be a very
equitable tax; the article is undoubtedly a
luxury. I am informed that the wholesale price
of these beverages is somcthing like 2s. a
dozen, whereas the retail price is 6s. a dozen.
There is also an import duty on the imported
waters ; and now we are on the subject of pro-
viding revenue, which will not press unnecessarily
severely upon any one class in the community,
1 think this article which is produced in the
colony could very well stand the small amount
of taxation I referred to.
Question put, and the House divided :—
Axes, 23.

Dutton, Moretou, Dickson, Miles,
er, Brookes, Isambert, Jordan, Anucar,

Messrs, Grifiitl,
witledge, I
White, Kates, Mellor, Wakefield, Bailey, Grimes, Foole,
Sallkeld, Beattic, Midgley, Macfarlane, and Iligson.

Nowx, 14

Sir T. Mellwraith, Messrs. Arelier, Morehead, Norton,
Chubb, Ifamilton, Ferguson, Palmer, Lissner, Iorwitz,
Macrossan, Blaeck, Jessop, and Lalor.

Qnestion resolved in the affirmative.

On the motion of the COLONTAL TREA-
SURLER, the committal of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

CUSTOMS DUTIES BILL—COMMITTEL.

The COLONIAL TREASURIER moved that
the Chairman leave the chair, and that the
House resolve itself into a Committec of the
Whole to consider the 131l

The Hox. Sir T. McILWRAITH said : Mr.
Speaker,—TI think the (Government might just as
well adjourn the House now. This is the first
time that Thursday night has not heen regarded
as a private members’ night, and wce have
attended to business very well. In fact, the
rule has always been that no fresh business shall
Le taken after 9 o’clock.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said: Mr.
Speaker,—I think the hon. gentleman might
allow us to go into committee. I am quite pre-
pared not to press the schedules of the Bill this
evening, and they are the only part that will
draw any discussion. I should like to make
some progress with the Bill; but, in deference to
the wishes of hon. gentlemen opposite, I will
not go on with the schedules,

Mr., MOREHEAD said : Mr. Speaker,—1
think that it is time we adjourned, as we have
had a very important discussion to-night. The
hon. gentleman asks us to go on with the formal

[3 SEPTEMBER.]

Customs Duties Bill. 583
part of the Bill; but I do not think that any
part of the Bill should be considered formal.
There is a great deal to discuss, and I shall
decidedly call for a division, and vote against
your leaving the chair,

Question put, and the House divided :—

AYks, 22

Messrs. Griftith, Rutledge, Miles, Dickson, Dutton,
Morveton, Fraser, Brookes, Isamhert, Jordan, Annear,
Railev, Foote, Kates, Mellor, Wakefield, White, Grimes,
Salkeld, Macfarlane, 1ligson, and Horwitz.

Nors, 12,

Sir T, McIlwraith, Messrs, Archer, Morehead, Norton,
Lissner, IIamilton, Palmer, Ferguson, Macrossan, Black,
Jessop, and Lalor.

Question resolved in the affirmative ; and the
House went into Committee.

Preamble postponed.

On clause 1, as follows :—

¢« Upon the importation of the goods mentioned in the
schedule to this Act into Queensland, whether by sea
or land, there shall be levied, collected, and paid to ller
Majesty in lieu of the Customs duty (if any) now levied
upon the importation of such goods, duty at the rates
in the said schednle set forth, and such duty shall he
payable also upon any of such goods which are now in
any bonded warehouse.”

Mr. ARCHER asked if it was absolutely
necessary to have such an involved phrase in the
Bill as the following—* Upon the importation of
the goods mentioned in the schedule to this Act
into Queensland.,” Should it not rather run,
“Upon the importation into Queensland,” ete. ?

The COLONIAL TREASURER said  was

better to follow the phraseology of previous Acts.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 2 passed as printed.
On clause 3—
The COLONIAL TREASURER said the

hon. member for Bundanba had circulated an
amendment which he intended to move after
clause 2, but it would come in better after
clause 5 ; so he proposed to go on with clause 3.

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would ask if the
Colonial Treasurer had any right to deal with
the amendmnent of another hon, member ? He
took it he had not.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said the
hon. member had asked his permission to bring
in the amendment after clause 5.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Does the
hon. gentleman accept the piloting of this new
clause

The COLONIAL TREASURER: No.

Mr. MOREHEAD : He is only its stepfather.

Question put.

Mr. MOREHEAD sald there was an amend-
ment circulated among hon. members which the
hon. member for Bundanba had stated he in-
tended to move as a new clause to follow clause 2.
That was distinctly shown by the paper in the
hands of the Committee. If the amendment
did not follow clause 2 he would like to have the
ruling of the Chairman as to whether the Colonjal
Treasurer was right in arranging with the hon.
member for Bundanba that it should come in
after clause 5 or 7.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
position was simply this: That the hon. member
for Bundanba before leaving requested that he
might have an opportunity of discussing his pro-
posed amendment, and he assented. He did not,
of course, inteud to accept it in any part of the
BDill. The hon. gentleman, however, had left the
Chamber under the hmpression that his amend-
ment would be discussed at the appropriate time,
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which was after clause 5. He (Mr. Dickson)
would therefore ask the Committee to allow the
hon. gentleman to introduce it at a later part of
the Bill.

Mr. MORTEHEAD said he wanted to know
the actual position of the Committee in reference
to the proposed amendment. He did not know
that the hon. member for Bundanba had any
more right to leave that Chamber when he had
an amendment to propose than any other mem-
ber. He asked whether it was not wrong for the

" Colonial Treagurer to go on in the way he was
going, and ignoring as it were the amendment
which the hon. member for Bundanba proposed
to insert after clause 2.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he
would point out that the hon. member for Bun-
danba was not precluded by not being present
from moving his amendment. He could move it
at any time, although it was printed on the paper
that it was to follow clause 2. There was nothing
in the rules of the House to prevent him moving
it at any subsequent part of the Bill.

Mr. MOREHEAD said if that was the case,
why should the Colonial Treasurer have men-
tioned the matter inthe way he had done? He
was evidently frightened of the portly member
for Bundanba. Of course the Colonial Treu-
surer would like obstruction to come from the
Opposition side of the House in order to enable
his supporter to _come in at a later period and
move the new clause which he wished to have
inserted in the Bill.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3, 4, and 5 passed as printed.
The COLONIAL TREASURYR moved that

the Chairman leave the chair, report progress,
and ask leave to sit again.

Mr., MOREHEAD said he thought they
ought to go on with the consideration of the
Bill, because it was quite evident that the sup-
posed concession made by the Colonial Treasurer
was not to suit the Committee but to suit the hon.
member for Bundanba. Supposing the Cominittec
had passed the whole of those clauses as far as
the schedule, which was not an iinpossibility, how
would the hon, member for Bundanba introduce
his amendment? It was not very late, and he
{(Mr. Morehead) was quite propared to go on
with the Bill, but that was what the Treasurer
dared not do; he was too much afraid of the
hon. member for Bundanba and the Ipswich
influence, because the Government, to a cer-
tain  extent, was dependent for its exist-
ence upon the members for Bundanba and
Ipswich, and so dared not quarrel with them.
That was the reason the Uolonial Treasurer
agreed to stop at clause 5. First he told the
Committee that the amendment to be propesed
by the hon. member for Bundanba should follow
clause 7 instead of clause 2, and that it wasa
mistake to have it stated in the printed copy
circulated among hon. members that it was to
follow clanse 2. Afterwards he stated that the
hon, member might move it at any time. The
real reason for stopping at clause 5 was not a
desire to ease the labours of the Committee, but
to suit the hon. member for Bundanba, who, he
believed, was a little bit angry at not having
received an appointment in the Cabinet, and had
to be tenderly treated by the (iovernment in
consequence. However, as he {Mr. Morehead)
had said, he was quite prepared to go on with
the business and let the charce of obstruction
lie upon the head of the Governiment.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHATRMAN reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again
to-morrow,
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Questions.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMTIER said : Mr. Speaker,— T have
ascertained that therc is only one motion on the
paper for to-morrow—namely, a motion by the
hon. member for Townsville. That is the only
private business. I do not suppose the House
will desire to go on with Government business a
fourth day in the week, and I do not_ think it
would he fair to ask it. Therefore,as T under-
stand the hon. member for Townsville is not
anxious to proceed with his motion to-morrow,
with the permission of the House I will move
that the House do now adjourn till Tuesday next.
It is proposed on Tuesday to go on with the
Revenue Bills in committee. The Customs
Duty Bill will be taken first and then the Beer
Bill.

Question put and passed ; and the House
adjourned at ten minutes past 10 o’clock until
Tuesday next.





