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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesdcty, 25 August, 188;). 

rctition.-Qucstion.-Corrcetions.-Financial Statement 
-rc~umpiion of debate.-Adjonrnment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
JVIr. JORDAN presented a petition signed b0 

over 100 members of the congregation of the 
Baptist Church, Vulture street, South Brisbane, 
approving of the provisions of the Licensing Bill 
now before the House, especially those relating to 
the principle of lc>cal option ; and movell that it 
be read. 

Question put aml passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. JOHDAN, the petition 
was received, 

QUESTION. 
:Yfr. McWHANNELL asked the Colonial 

Secretary-
\\-hon 1vill the construction of the telegrapb line from 

Cloncnrr.r to Lalw X ash be eommenced ~-aml, also, !rom 
Boulia to Bird~villc :: 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith) replied-

! am unable at pre::.ent to give a definite ans,vcr to the 
qnc;:,tiOn, but it is unlikely that it will be practicable to 
call tor tenders for tlHS construction of the line for some 
mouths. 

CORRECTIONS. 
Mr. ISAJ\IBJU{T said: 1\Jr. Speaker,-I wish 

to make a slight alteration in the report of what 
I said when speaking to the motion of the hon. 
member for Darling Downs last 'rhursdC~y. I am 
reported to have said:-

"The de hate on t.1w motion before the House has been 
a great contrast to the re ,:t of the debates that have 
taken place up to the vresent time. It has been marked 
by that 'vant of fire and fee1ing usually incidental to 
any great question by ·which the v1tal interests of the 
people arc affected." 
I am of opinion that the debate which took 
place upon the motion of the hon. member for 
Darling Downs was one of the best debates of 
the session, bnt by inserting those two words 
"want of" in my SlJeech an entirely different 
meaning has been given to it. ]<'urther on in 
my speech the words "seven years" occur, 
whereas I said "some years," etc. 

1\Ir. JOHDAN said: 1\!fr. Speaker,-! h:we 
to follow the hon. member for Ro;ewood and 
correct an error made by the hon. 1\Iinister for 
\Vnrks on Thursday last in quoting something 
I had said. He said that I stated at a meeting 
of my constituents th[lt under the new Land 
Act the lands would yield a revenue of 
£6,000,000 a year. I did not say so. I wrote 
clown what I then said, because I knew it was 
very likely I should be imperfectly reported. 
These are the words I used on that occasion :-

"If the couutry ·were fully occupied under the ample 
provisions of this Act, I believe that before many years 
were over we might have an annual rental of 3tl. 
an acre for all the lcasetl lands iri the colony. rrhree­
pcncc an acre on 400,000,000 acn"'i wonld amount to 
£.J,OOO,OUU yearly. Say that one-fourth of it was unaYail­
alJlc- broken or scl'ubby country- 3d. an acre on 
3,00n,OOll acres would amount to £3,750,000 in the 
year-enough to builU all the railways \VC want in the 
colony." 
I had these words written out in order that 
there might be no misapprehension. I ttdded 
thec;e words :-

H ObRflrve,-I say if the country were fully occupied 
under the ample proYisions of this Act-that is, if the 
multitude of small farms which this Act gives the power 
to create were actually St''ttled upon, I mean by the class 
'vho woulcl turn them to the most profitable account." 

One would supp.,se that there could not have 
been any misapprehension about that. The 
latter part was left out in the reports. This was not 
what I said alone. It was in connection with 
other remarks, in which I said I feared that 
the land made available under this Act would 
not be largely occupied by the farming elass 
unless special means were taken, and I showed 
what I thought would be the difference between 
occupation by small squatters and by those 
who settled on selections as farmers : that 
50,000,000 acres would be enough to settle 
3,000,000 pe.,ple on farms of lOO acres each, but 
that 50,000,000 would be only enough to settle 
50,000 people under the other system of dividing 
the land into small squattages. I also noticed 
this very important fact : that the Act dis­
tinctly provides that the land which is set 
aside for agricultural purposes, if it be not 
actually settled upon, may be in the meantime 
occupied by Crown tenants, who can le&se the 
land at a very low rep tal, 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT-RESUMP­
TION OF DEBATE. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. ,J. R. 
Dickson) said: Mr. Speaker,-! beg to move 
that you do now !Pave the chair, and th:1t the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
\Vhole, further to consider of ·ways and Means 
for mising the Supply to be gmnted to Her 
Majesty. 

The HoN. Sm T. MrlLWRAITH said: Mr. 
SpetLker,-lf you have no particular wish to leave 
the chair we will take the debate on thel•'inancittl 
Staternent on the motion for going into Con1-
mittee. The Financial Statement I have to 
criticise this year partakes. in mttny respects, 
so far as the Treasurer IS concerned, at all 
events of the characteristics it had last year 
and, in fact, every year that the present Trea­
surer has occupied that position. I am sorry 
myself that it should be braced up so completely 
-that there shonld be so much verbiage :1bout 
it, and so little live statement left to hon. mem­
bers, who, without a great deal of considemtion, 
will fail to see the salient points. To illustrate 
what I mean, I may say that the hon. gentle­
man is not content with putting certain tables 
before us-Table B for instance. He is not 
content with putting before us Table B, which is 
thoronghly expressive and tells all it means to 
tell us very well, but he expands this into thirty 
paragraphs and does not make it one bit clearer 
than the financial table that has been put on 
the table of the House. In fact, he makes it 
a great deal more obscure, because hon. members 
looking for some point to be found in this mass 
of verbiage wade through it with an idea of get­
ting that point but fail to do so. Not only that, but 
the hon. member has this year made difficulties for 
himself, or rather in previous years he has mad~ 
difficulties which are coming out now. He has 
no sooner plunged into his Financial Statement 
than he finds the difficnlties he made in the 
coeked statement he put before P1trliamcnt last 
year. I say "cooked" advisedly, because that 
was the term by which it was characterised 
by the Auditor-General-in fact, the Auditor­
General used much harsher terms when speaking 
of the financial sleight-of-hand by which the 
Treasurer managed to enhance our credit balance 
last year by £310,000. Now, I thought that was 
past and gone ; but instead of letting it be 
past and gone and allowing the Treasury to get 
what credit or discredit attached to his operation, 
the hon. member now refers to what he has done 
and says, "If I had done bO-and-so last year 
how much better a position I should have been 
in ! " If the hon. gentleman committed a fault, 
surely, in common fairness, he should not be 
allowed to take ad vantage of it. The transaction 
is simply this : Last year, on his own motion, the 
sum of £310,000 was taken from the consolidated 
revenue for supply purposes-it was a special 
:1ppropriation. This was the first appropriation 
of that kind. It had often been done before, 
but never from a surplus aggregated by the party 
now in power, but by this side of the Ifouse. 
That, however, is beside the question. Last 
year the Treasurer proposed to take out of the 
consolidated revenne £310,000. Very well, the 
House agreed to that. According to the vote and 
according to the practice, that ought to have been 
taken out and dealt with as a separate account for 
all time, and the House understood that w:1s the 
case; but last year, when making his Financial 
Statement. to the astonishment of us all the 
Treasurer brought up this £310,000, taken ont of 
consolidated revenue and put back for the 
pmpose, as he himself said, of making- the credit 
balance a great deal more respectable than it 
had been. That was l1 wrong financial trans­
action, the object being, as the Treasurer told us, to 

show a larg·e credit balance, :1s we were likely to 
be borrowing largely :1t home. vV e showed th:1t a 
transaction of this kind must necessarily tend to 
hurt our credit; because there is nothing can be 
clearer thttn that all business men in the world 
will respect us more and trust our honesty better, 
the more clearly and truthfully we put the state­
ment of our affairs before Parliament. It was a 
manifestly untruthful statement; however, the 
Treasurer got the advantage of it. This year­
not becaw::e it was an untruthful staternent, 1uark 
you, but simply because he commences to find it 
inconvenient-he wants to hark back, amlwishes 
he had never 1nade such an arrangement. He 
says that if he had not tn.ken this £310,000 to the 
credit of Consolidated Revenue Account last year 
the consequences would have been this year that 
the amount of expenditure during the ye"'r just 
past would have been less by £100,000; and he says 
that consef]uently the true balance, as he charac­
terises it throughout his statement afterwards, 
ought to have been £1G7,000 instead of £267,000; 
and if hon. members will only look upon it in 
this way they will see that he spent £100,000 
less than the Statement shows. He finds him­
self that the falsified accounts of last year 
make it appear that he spent £100,000 more 
than he has actually spent, and he com­
plains about it now. Stiil, at the samQ 
time; this is the result of his own manipnh­
tion. Had he let the accounts stand in the 
straightforward way in which they had hitherto 
been this would ne\"er have occurred. I think 
hon. members now pretty well understand it 
-at all events it takes the Colonial Treasurer 
half a column of Hansanl to explain how much 
better the position of the fimtnces would have 
been now had he kept in the consolidated revenue 
the £310,000 which, hy the order of this House, on 
his own motion, was transferred to the Surplus 
He venue Account. Having- excused himself for 
the comparatively bad position in which the 
accounts were found, O\ving to his O'\Vn manipu­
lation, he goes on then to give the history of the 
past year',; transactions to the House; and that, 
I n1ust say, is not very encouraging for the 
future. He reviews the history of our revenue 
:1nd expenditure for the year 1384-G. The 
lessons he draws from them I do not 
think are justified by fact,, but even the 
Je,,.lons such as he does rlraw have not been 
very encouraging to us. \V e find, for instance, 
that he got from Customs last year a very large 
increase-an increase of about £71,000; he got also 
a large increase from stamp duties of £27,000. 
Those are abnorrr1al increases, and increases far 
beyond what he had anticipated himself, and 
which should have guided, or, at all events, 
cautioned the hon. member :1bout the posi­
tion of the eountry, pointing as they do 
clearly and distinctly to an abnormal state 
of things. The land revenue, again, on the 
other ham!, so far from meeting the expectations 
of the Trec1surer, and so far from 1neeting his 
further anticipations as given expression to 
subsequent to the deli,-ery of his Financial 
Statement hest year, shows a deficiency of 
£32,000. Railways, a.gain, while showing· 
certain increases on the revenue for the 
year before, show a falling - off of about 
£30,000 on the hon. member's estimflte; while 
miscellaneous receipts show an increase. This 
increase need not b~ taken into consideration 
now, because the principal item is made up 
of interest for public money, and the 'rreasurer 
happened to have more public money than he 
anticipated, for 'vhich he was getting interest. 
In the Expenditure Account the Treasurer kept 
up the estimate, but not at all to the 
amounts of each particular item. \V e find 
that, while the Treasurer spent quite as 
much as he anticipated or intimated to the 
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House he was likely to spend, he spent on 
~everal itenu~ an innnenso deal rnoro, and saved 
a very large mnount on sorne other:-;, the 8aving 
of which will be hurtful to the colony For 
instance, in the Expenditure Account we find a 
l:trge increase in the 'Colonial :Secretary's Depart­
nwnt-an hnn1ense increa:::;e ; \\'e find a larger 
expenditure in the Administration of Justice 
than was anticipated, and the smne lllay be 
s:tid of the J>evartment of l'ublic Instruction 
and of the Colonial Treasurer's Department. 
'rho \Vorks Department, on the other hand, 
where simply departmental CX)Jenditure is CUll· 

cerned, has shown a decrease on the contmu­
pbted expenditure; but the great decrea~e that 
has been shown in the \Vorks Department has 
been in the amounts of money that were voted 
and not expended. \Vhile we grant that the 
hon. member h>ts put a balance-sheet before 
us that shows on the transactions of the ye>tr 
a saving, as he chtims himself, of about £32;ooo, 
>tt the same time I say that he has committed 
the country to a ,-ery large expenditure that 
constantly goes on. He has not spent the 
amount of money that he asked Parliament 
to give him, but has substituted for th>tt a 
hlrge expenditure which is hound to he peren­
nial- which is bound to go on, and which 
is bound to go on increasing ; wherea::;, 
under other heads, iton1s such as a,mount~ 
voted for roads, bridges, and buildings have 
not been expended, and they will go to swell 
the ordinary expenditure of Government. 
The revenue has not been at all such as the 
Colonial Treasurer anticiv>ttecl. It has astonished 
himself, and I believe it has astonished every­
body in the country, to see the large increase 
which has t>tken place in the Customs Depart­
ment ; but it has astonished none on this side of 
the House to find that the land revenue has been 
so small. At all events, it has gone against the 
calculations of the Government, and the result 
of our operations last ye>tr h>ts been such 
tlJ<tt we have proved conclusively that we have a 
fickle revenue to deal with. In seveml items there 
has been an almormal increase, such as in the 
stamp dutie" and in the Customs duties; and it 
is clear from surroundiag facts that that increase 
is not likely to continue; at all events, to con· 
tinue in the same ratio. IV e see, on the other 
hand, that what we have always reckoned per­
Inanent source;.; of revenue ha' e decreased, and 
frmn surrounding circurnstanceR they are not 
likely to decrease, In the face of these facts the 
Trea,Hnrer hasgi ven ns his staternent, his progno:c;ti. 
cations for the corning year. He has 1nade an esti­
mate anticivating >tn expenditure of £3,00(},214, 
and the revenue is bid down at £2,0S2,500. This is 
a large decrease between revenue and expendi­
;;ure, and it does not appe:tr to have been antici­
pated by the Treasurer up to the time he made 
his Statement. At all events, the irlea of addi­
tion,t! taxation does not appear to htwe struck 
him until after he made vrodsion for the snpple­
ment:uy appmpriation of £1iJO,OOO, which hon. 
mernlJers will find D,t the end of the Estimates. 
His estinmte for 181'\.).(i anticip:ttes an increase in 
Customs receipts of £Gii, 000. It is tmeless, of 
course, saying anything tnore on this n1atter than 
that the hem. gentleman's anticipations will not 
be realisecl. I think I can prove that from his 
own figures-that I can prove he does not expect 
it himself. The land revenue is expected to 
produce an increase of £53,000. The income 
from this source last year was £GOO,OOO, and the 
estirmtted revenue under the Land Act of 1884 
for the year 188"i-G is £G53,001J. V cry little 
has accmed up to the present time, and 
I think the Colonial Treasurer has seen reason 
now to belie\'e that his anticipatiorm with 
regard to this matter will not be realioed. La't 
year the hun. gentlenmn anticipated an increase 

of £10,000 from thiH department, but his caku· 
lation was not verified, and for the present year 
he expects to get an amount of £:!0,000 over his 
estimate for 1~83-4 and about £53,000 over the 
amount actually realised dm'ing that period. 
In the Public \Yorks Department an increase of 
£127,000 is >tnticipatcd. It is doubtful whether 
that will be realioed. I think the hon. Colonial 
Treasnrer has nearly admitted that in the doleful 
way he spoke about our prospects and chances 
in railway matters. Under the heading "Mis· 
cellaneous Items" an increase of £20,000 is 
expected by the Treasurer, but that need not be 
very 1nuch considered, because it is an increase 
anticipated from the additional amount of in­
terest that the hon. gentleman will secure by the 
sale of our debentures. Of course, if the Iron. 
gentleman has a sufficient balance to his credit 
at the hank to produce this additional interest of 
£20,000 his exvectation will be realised, but it is 
purely a matter of chance depending on the sale 
of the debentures, and in no sense can it be 
considered part of the revenue of the colony. Any­
one who, in addition to exandning the first lJage 
of the Estimates, will go through the :Estimates 
and examine them particularly, will see that the 
revenue, while miscd to the highest point that 
the expectations of the Colonial Treasurer could. 
carry hi m, has certainly not succeeded in becoming 
eqmtl to the amount that will be required for the 
expenditure provided for in these Estimates. 
LaRt year, hon. m.e1nbers will remernber, was an 
extrac1rdinary financial year. It was a year tlmt 
was characterised by gre>tt anticipations of 
revenue on the part of the Treasurer-greater 
anticipations than had ever characterised any 
Trectsurer's Statement before. The other :iYiinis­
ters evidently came up to his expectations ; 
at all events they got up to them in the 
Estimates, for last year so far as departrneutal 
eiltimates were concerned the Estimates were the 
most extraordinary ever put before Parliament. 
No l~stimates ever exceeded them in this respect; 
and not one single department can escape the 
blame which this action deserves. This is clearly 
shown-is clearly proved-by the niggardliness 
and parsimony of the departmental arrangP­
ments in the present Estimates. The principle 
laid down iu last year's Estir11ates will go a great 
deal further than the simple wish of p>trticular 
:Ministers to keep down expenses. If the 
Government once establish a principle our 
Estimates must be framed on that principle. 
\Ve have now "'s extravagtmt Estimates as 
la,"t yem·, and that is saying a great deal. 
\Vhat is the present condition of affairs? \Ve 
luwe arrived at what the Colonial Treasurer 
has characterised as bad times -he seems to cl e. 
light in bad times; we have arrived at a state of 
things when the most ordinary Financial State­
ment that is put before us shows on the face of it 
a deficiency of £:173,714. Tlris is a state of things 
th>tt we certainly did not expect when we heard 
the debate on the Land Bill last year, <tnd 
it is certainly a Mtate of things we did nut 
expect when we heard the Colonial Tre>~:mrer 
making his :Financial Statement at the end of the 
session in September last-in his J<'in>tncittl State­
ment in respect to the Loan Bill. Before sum­
mttrising my conclusions on the Statement we 
have before the House at the present time, I will 
make wme criticisms on a number of items that 
I have marked in thb Budget Speech. Iteferring 
to the small deficiency of £27,844 in Customs-the 
difference between his eotimate and the amount 
actually received-the Treasurer says:-

" The causes of this compaTatively small deficiency 
will he made :LlJll~ll·e11t on a conshleration of the several 
sonrcc-; of l'CYennc; but I clt'l'irc spceially to direct the 
attention of lwu. member::; to the Cllcounq . .;inl-{ fact tlmt 
Lhc large amount of revenue fnrnished thi8 ~·oar rcprc­
::;cnts an average individual contril..mtion of £t:!l5:'l. 7d. 
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per head of estimated population, a rate whiell exceeds 
in proportion to population the capitation contrilmtions 
to rC\-enne in any of the other Australian colouic~." 

This is the first time that I h:we heard a 
'freasurer congratulate us on bein<r the nwt-:lt 
he?'vilJ: tax'!d l?eople_in AustrnJia, m~d my only 
object m brmgmg tlus before hem. members i:< to 
show its intimate con~1ection with the proposals 
o! the Treasurer whiCh I shall presently con­
sider. The hon. gentleman further goes on to 
say:-

" It c~nnot fail ~o. be r,onsidered also as n SRtisfactory 
proOf of the ehtst1:1ty of the resources of the country 
and o~ the lH'OSlJCl'lty of the peotJlC generally. noLwitlt­
:st.antlmg the de}Jressing effect::; of the continu,'(l scYcrc 
drought on many of the chief industries o.f thi.-.~ eolony.'' 

'!'hen, in reference to the increase in the reve1;ne 
fron1stan11p duties, thehon. gentlmnan i.sjust :tsex­
uberant. He reganls the large increase from this 
source as a sign of the prosperity of the colony. 
I would, however, remind him that this ttbnomml 
increase in stamp duties is duo to a Cfltme which 
I do not think contributes to the wealth of 
the colony, although it may contribute to the 
wealth of a few individual:;. There is no doubt 
that the brge transactions in land ha Ye not been 
justified by the business of the colonv. The,;e 
tranm:tctions have been larger than 've ~ha.. Ye RCen 

i~1 any other country in proportion to its popula­
twn, and have produced, as l have just said an 
ttbnormal increase. in the stamp duty recei1~ts; 
and I do not thmk that anyone in his sober 
senses would regard that as an indication of the 
prosper~ty of the country. Going on now to the 
expenditure, the Treasurer makes this remark 
with reference to the large expenditure for 
defence purposes :-

'"!'he cost of preparations for dcf~'ncc dnrin()" the Year 
1881-3 ha~ amounted to a considerable sum.b rrhcu ex­
penditure on acr~ount, of volunteers has increased from 
£16,506 in 1883-"t to £25,~H, in 1884-5; an(l to enable 
hon. memhcrs to lC'arn the character of tlH" tot.'cl lJay­
ments. for def~mce pnrposPs during the F'Hl' I giYc the 
follown1g details, namely:-

Gnnboat~ ancl.Torpcclo Roat ... 
I)nrchase of Steamcl's and l~argcs 
Xaval Force . 
Lyt.ton llattel'!r ... 
~\mmnnition anct. Stores 
Salaries and Pa\· 
Horses ~ 
l!niforms . . . . .. 
Camp of Instruction 
'f0\Vll:-5Vi1JC ... 
rrhursda \" I:o;land 
PcrmanCnt l 1'orce, ·'Rifle 'Rang~~; Inci·-· 

dental~, cte. 

£ 
.J.Q.:J73 
20.700 

l,H17 
:),500 
5.0fU 
7,102 
1.200 
2,1!4 
2,·106 
1.450 
'750 

5,V55 

Total £ll~,:J7V 

Of this snm £1.1.5i7 1m~ been tlefra.Ycd from tbe 
Consolidated Hcvcnnc 1-'nncl. £27,028 from the Loan 
1-'nncl, and £-13, 77-.L from Surpln.-; Hcnmue ~\cconnt." 

The hem. gentleman doeR not trace the ~nl.Jjcct 
very hr, and I neml only refer to this as a very 
large mnount, which exceeds the extravagance r;f 
the Government for last ymw, as disclosed by the 
extraordinary amount put down for defence on 
this year's Estimates, the total cost of which is 
something like £46,563. This is probably an 
anmutlly increasing expenditure, and it exhibits 
the exceptional expenditure over last year of 
£ii,OOO. The Treasurer says, in referring to the 
sale of the late loan:-

" I need not detain the Committee by referring- to the 
f-lale of thh; portion of our loan. w-hicll is now a \natter 
of history; hut I ca11not pa~::- over in ~ileu~~c the highlY 
gratifying circumstance to the colon_,. of the hberrll 
and spontaneon~ offer of as~h;tance made by the Hank 
of Entda~1d in the eyent of the bale of on1:loan being 
neee~Rrtrlly delayed. \\~hateYer view:-; may be entt 1'­

taincd h!- hon. members rcgar(1ing the la,-:t Rale of our 
~tool.;: in the light of a tmceessfnltinancial operation, it 
h eminently sntisl'actor_\- to tind that by ac1011ting the 
Bank of l<:nglatH1'~ advi('C awl dirPetwll in t.lJC con(hH't 
of ~nch ~ale 've ha.vc ~ec:urcd the full con1itlcncc of tlmt 

l10WCrful institution in the finaneial stability of the 
colonJ ; aml that the di~ingenuous and mi,~lca(ling 
s.tatcmcuts rcflc+·ting on the cre(lit. of Qneeu~lawl, uut.(lc 
by <'ertaiu anonym on~ writer~ in the LmHlon PresR_ ha\'C 
entirely failed to distnrlJ that feeling. 'l'lw animus 
which in::-:pircd these attacks has hccn evidcut, hut the 
financial position or the colony in the I.onllon market 
has fortunately proved iln-ulnerable to f:UCh malC\'O~ 
lent n~·mnlts." 

Now, when I saw the first telegram in the 
newspapers nbont the malevolent attackH which 
h:td been made upon the queens land Government 
I anticipnted something clbbolieal. I expected 
to see smnethi11g tlu1t would raiHe our patriotic 
spiri1: against those rnen 'vho \verc trying 
to hurt our country in the opinion of 
our friends at home. I waited for a long 
time, and waited in vain. I have seen all the 
worst paragraphs published in a Parliamentary 
paper, ~tud I :.;ay thi:-:; ac1vi:-3eclly, baving exarnined 
the cnrr0~pondence with grertt care, as I sup~ 
pme other hon. members have done: that I lmve 
seen not a line which was written on the subject 
that was one whit woLse than that which was 
written upnn the loan that preceded it. In fact, 
after reading· the whole of the papers., there is 
not one salient point in them except this : 
that it is shown that, had it not been for 
the chance given by the Treasurer to those 
rnen to write, not one single charge should 
we ever ha;-e heard made against the Gov­
ernment. The only salient points in the 
letters are where C[uotations are made from the 
Treasurer\~ la~t Staterncnt, and if tl1ese things 
had any effect in deprecinting the loan it is 
entirely due to the indiscretion of the Treasurer. 
.As to :tnything ha vingoccurred tha.twonld frighten 
us or put the Agent-General alJout in the slightest 
wccy, that ;, utterly absurd. I remember when 
I wa:::; <.Lt lwn1e in 1878-80, when we were floating 
our loan, that n1en calling thm111'5elve8 (}reat 
LilJerab wrute dozens of letters to the London 
nnd Glasg-ow paperK against the floa.ting of the 
first portion of the three-million loan-men who 
I am informed were in league with the party now 
in power, and who obtained their infonnation 
from the hem. member for :;\[ orth Brisbane, i'vlr. 
Griffith. 

'fhe PR:El\IIEll : ·what were the names of 
the men ? 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL\VUAITH: I will 
give the nan1e.-.. 

The PHK!\IIER: 1 should like to know them 
so that I may be able to contradict such a state­
ment. 

The Hox. Sm T.MoiLIVRAITH: \Veil, when 
I saw these letters, what did I do? I did not 
wl1ine, but I sat down and answered them, and I 
mn nncler the impression that I got the best of the 
argnnwnt ; at all eventi:i, our loan was a ~ucccs:-:;. 
Had our Agent-General at once adopted the 
smno cour1)C with regard to the la"'t l~mn, it 
wonld have been better. J\"m;-, as t<> this offer of 
the Brmk of England, I do not fine] any traces 
whatever in the colTCSJHmdonce that it was 
nctually made. \Vhen I heard the statement 
made by the Treasurer, more than once, that 
the Bank of England had offered to advance a 
million of money to the colony, I doubted it. I 
have in my hand a return, which Ic,clled for, of the 
correo<pondence that had taken place between the 
,\gent-General ttnd the Bank of England, and 
betn·een the Agent-General aml the (2ueensland 
Government, in reference to the proposed loan. 
I ha vc gone thnmgh that correspondence very 
carefully, and I find there is not a single trace 
of f-inch an offer ever h3.ving been nutde. 

The PHK\HER : Y c.<, there is. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciL\Vltc\ITH: It was n 
requc.st from the Agent-Geneml that the Bank 
of l<:ngland e;hould lend the money. 
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The PREMIER : Tlmt is not the first pm't 
of it. 

The Hox. Sm T. J\IciLIVHAITH: I would 
like the hon. gentlenmn to point out the first 
part of it, then. The only letter that refers to 
the subject is ·' letter of the 2Sth of April, lSS."i 
frmn J arne:-; Garri~k, the _Agent-General, to th~ 
Governor of the Bank of l';ngland. It is as 
follows:-

H SIR, 

" 1, \Yc~tminster Chambert:~, S.\Y., 
"28th Avril, 1835. 

:·I ha Ye. the h~nour to inform you that I ha Ye, 
from tnne to tnnc, snu~e January last, eommnnicatell 
to my GoYcrmtumt your freqnently l'epcatec1 opinion as 
to the nnrlcsirability of hi~uil1g their propo~,cd new 
loan. Si~we_ m~T last telegram my Government, appa­
rently tlnnk1n_g that the political aspect of affairs was 
likely to continue for some time, have in.':rtructed me 
by telc;;raph to ascertain from the Bank what aHis­
t:.tnce wonld be giyen them [luring the remaindm· of this 
year. should the loan not be negotiated. 

" 1rith reference to the il'.tervi{-""''~ to-'day on this 
matter, I haYC now to inqnire whether the Bank vl'ill 
adnl_nec to my Uon;rmnent at such limes as tllcy may 
ret1un·e before the lst Ja.mutry, 1H86, any sums not 
exccettiug £1,000,000 (One million 110Und~1, to be repaid 
frm:n the }Jrocect1s of the first loan, or earlier, at the 
optwn of the Government, snch loan to be b3ucd with 
the concurrence of the Government. 

"Interest to lJC paid on any tiUch adva.ncc at a, rate 
not. exceeding 4 per cent. 

"I ha Ye, etc., 
"JA?~U:S P. GARlUCK." 

The Colonial Tr8asnrer has more than once 
made the asc;crtion that the Bank proffered 
the assistance, but I do not think the corres­
poncl~nce now, bef~1re Parliament will prove that ; 
and If ~lr. Garnck has written other letters 
which the 'rreas~n·e: has not pulJlished, then the 
hon. gentlen1an 1s 8lnlply refutJing to accede to an 
order of this I;fou,;e to put the correspondence on 
the table. It IS proved, w far as I can see, that so 
br frm~1 ~he offer having been made by the Bank it 
was ,;ohc1ted by the Government. :c\ow, what was 
this offer? On the 14th of May ourloan was sold. 
On the 15th of ::Yiay the Ti,uc" quoted money lent 
l>y the Bank of :England at long-daterl bilb of three 
~tnd four months at 2 per cent. They quoted it 
m. the open market at 1 per cent., and also 
S<tlll that large amounts of money had been 
drawn at ~ per c~nt. That was on the morn· 
ing upon which mu· loan was floated, and 
here we are a:.; ked to congrn.tulate ouri:iel ve,\) 
th_at. the Hank of Eng·bnd was offering us a 
nnllwn of money out of its well-char«ed 
chest at twice what it charcced itself ~ud 
fi vc thne~ what anyone elHe 

0 

was charo'ing 
Tha.t iB the rnagna..ninwus otfer of the TiarJ{ of 
EnglarHl that \Ve are to congratulate ourselvct) 
on. ~urely if we could have o;hown a decent 
balance-sheet we could hace got that offer from 
any respectable nwnetm7 inotitution in England. 
I d~1 not com-;i~ler it W~ts _a good financja.l trans­
rwtlon; I believe the Guverrnueut could have 
made better· arrangements· I mu sure thev could 
if their balance-,;heet hac!' been in the 'stl\te :f: 
left it. Following very closely on that, the 
Trmtsnrer says:-

.. The general condition of the people of the colony 
f~xecpt in the pastoral cli~triet:o:, may be ~afelv t-tate<l tO 
he ~hat of content and 1n·o:;pcrity.v Our indl1stries arc 
ac~1vcly employca, am1 all cla:o.;:,cs of property have main­
taHwd fnll value%. Iu all the lnrcre towns of the colonY 
new 1Juiltlings and improvement~ arc on every hand. 
apparent : and the ordinRry expenditm·c of (~ovcr111nent 
in this. direction is more tllan emnlatecl by }Jl'ivate 
enterprise. 

" ~- (~l' is tlns energy iu the erection of lntilllingfi alHl 
other llllln·ovemcnts con tined to the town~ solelv. Xot­
'vith:-;ta.uding that the :-:evcrity of the seasons' ltas. in 
many 1.n:-;t:mcn~. tcntlcf.l to W:.>::>triet 111Hl de la~' improYC­
lllCllts 111 pa~tnra1lloldm!-:~::o~. yet it i~ ~at.i~faetorv to note 
that. in tlio:-:c tlbtri(•!s of t ltc eoltmy where ag-l:ieultural 
::-:ettl~mPllt lJa:-5 takeu root. tlJc prilllitivc dwcllin;;s of 
the p10ncer ~cttlcr;;: <HO rapidly dbappca.ring before the 

erection of residences posscs,.ing the comforts of modern 
civilisation, and indicatir:g untuistakably the ilnproved 
pecuniary condition and resources of the rcsrective 
owners.'' 
Now, sir, I only mention th"t in passing, so that 
hon. IT1en11Jers n1ay bea.r it in1nind when we cmne 
to consider what are the propos<tls of the Govern­
ment. 

"rnlC success attending the deepening of the Bris­
bane ltiver to fifteen feet. below low water, by which the 
British-lndia and similar vessels are enabled to load 
and disclwrgc at the wharves, ha.s been such t-hat the 
Ha-rbours ~LYJcl RiYCrs Department has been instructed 
to considrr the further dc0.pcning of the channel to 
tw,_"nty rect helow low· water, which would allow 
steamers of the large::.t cla~s to come up the river." 

I am glad to see the hon. member, whom I 
ren1embor ridiculing the idea of bringing· up the 
British-India steamers when I proposed it in 
1879, has come to his senses, and sees at hst, 
not only the pm;.sibility of bringing up the little 
British-India steamers trading here now, but 
vessels drawing five feet more water. The hon. 
gentlmnan, in the 1nas8 of figures he has pla.ced 
before the House, and in the verbose comments 
he made on those figures, has disguised from the 
House very considerably what our real position 
is. Our real position last year was this : "With 
a failing revenue, and a revenue thl\t the 
Colonial Treasurer oug·ht to have seen Wl\S bil­
ing, he went on with an increa~1ed expenditure 
that has never been matched in the colony before. 
This year, when he makes up his balance, he 
finds that the revenue continues to fail at an 
even greater rate than when he made up his 
accounts at the end of last yel\r; and having 
made up his mind to tide over the year with 
an anticip<tted deficiency, which he trusted in 
Providence would not he greater than the 
amount we had left in the Treasury for expected 
deficiencies, he did not intend to put before the 
House an increased reYenue for the present year. 
But he found what comes to everv Treasurer­
that demands for further expenditure <::ame on him 
as soon as the Estimates were produced, in fact 
long before that; and he was obliged to provide 
on the :K;timates, for what he c:1lls evils not 
anticipated, a sum of £150,000. That l\nd the 
expected deficiency in the Estimates-in-Chief he 
asks us to make good by additional taxation. 
Now, t:ir, it is not a new lesson at all we are 
receiving frmn the party now in p<nYer. Their 
bane is oxtmv:1gance; the curse of the colony is 
the extnwl\gance of the other side of the House. 
It does not matter from what source the money 
is to come, they will have the money and they 
always spend it. If they have good seasons a 
deficiency does not take place, but, good or 
bad, they spend the money and land the colony 
in a deficiency at the end of their time. 'Th:1t is 
exactly what they are doing now. In 1870 they 
lost ofl:ice because the country had lost confidence 
in their management of the finances. They b"cl 
got the 8XlJ8llditnre beyond their lneanH of l':.Li~­
ing revenue; and when they met the House they 
knew perfectly well they were gone, still they 
held iJn to office until a vote of the House put 
them out. I have been abused as a pickpocket 
oYer and over aga~iu by the present Prmnier 
for doing· the same thing, but I simply refer 
to the fact that, while knowing the nmjo­
rity of the country was against them, they 
waited till Padiament met, and put before 
the House a flaming speech from the throne. 
That speech contained a distinct apology; it 
l\dmitted the fact that the party which had held 
office for five years had got the country into 
debt, which nothing could clear off except in­
creased taxation, and that they proposed to pnt 
on the colony. The Govcrrnncnt were defeated 
and wcutout, and Uw UoYcl'lnnent of whiuh I vvas 
the hectcl came in. IV e sa,w that if the finarice,; 
of the colony were protJerly handled, the 
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existing taxation was quite sufficient to tide 
us over tell the deficiencies and carry us through. 
The Opposition then did not believe in our 
policy, and rnovcd a 'vant-of-confidence rnotion 
on that ground-namely, that our financial pro­
posals were insufficieut and that we would 
not be able to make both ends meet unless 
we imposed :tdditional bxation. They lost 
the motion, :tnd we carried on, with the 
result that at the end of our term of off.ce we 
h:td not imposed :tny adclition:tl taxation, and we 
left a very large balance to our credit. That is 
the history of the ]a,;t party, and this party up 
to the time of their taking office. ])id we leave 
th:tt b:tlance of £700,000 when we left office in 
Kovember, 1883? I made a speech at Bnnd:t­
berg in May last, )Jrevious to the opening of the 
Home, and in that speech I made use of the 
following words :-

" \'1'hcn he took offico"-
It is reported in the third person-
" there was a. large de1icit. to cripple his efforts, and 
an uphill task he had with it; but when he left the 
Treasury it had a "'iUrJllns of £700,0ll0, whkh. lJy the 
way, ·was now getting smaller eYery day, and at tlte 
prcRent rate it would soon be all gone." 
I think >1 simple Rtatement of truth of that kind 
should not be liable to such an outrageous lmrst 
of resentment as ttotually c:tme from the Trettsury 
benches. I said at Bundaberg th:tt when I left the 
Treasury we had >1 surplus then of £700,000; and 
this is how the Colonial Treasurer characterised 
my statement in his speech in the House on the 
Sth July:-

" rrhat is only a small thing beside the charge he 
fulminated against me when he w:u;; before his consti­
tuents at llundabcrg. He sa ill there that he had left 
in the rrreas.ury £701),000. He must have left it in 
some obsctne corner of the TreasurY, for the most 
minute microscopical investigation fails to reYeal any 
trace of it. I hnve no doubt the people at 1~uwlt~1H rg 
were rejoicin~ in spirit 1 o thiuk · that there was 
£700,,100 knocking about somewhere in the Trea­
sury, so that there was a chance of them or some 
other constituency getting a little extra bit of 
nLilway construction not proYided for in the 
Loan I•:stimates. \Ye do not "\Yant to confound 
our true position with baJanees which only exist 
in iuuudnation-"\vhich have no real entity. 'rhc 
hon. gentleman may labour nnclcr the lmpression 
t.lmt, by withclr:nving money t'rom t.he Hail\v~LY R£-..,erves 
I~und and obtaining authority to bonow a further 
amount to provide for mmw.r already expended, he had. 
obtained £/OD,000, but that had all been spent. The 
hon. member knows \Yell that the rrreasury retnrns arc 
strictly correct, and that he could tind no trace of the 
£70t1,000 he says he left in the Trca.sury." 
I asked what was the balance in November, 
1883, :tnd the Colonial Trettsurer replied-

" I have not the figures here, hut the balance left by 
the hon. membe1· was not £700,000." 
And then he went on to say-

" ·we shall have to argue the nutttcr in dis~ussing the 
Financial Statement"-
\Vhich is what I am endo:tvouring to do. Hon. 
members know tlmt the accounts are tuttde up in 
the Treasury only ttt the end of each month. At 
the end of October, a fortnight before we left 
office, there was in the Tre:csury £GU1,008 2o. Sd.; 
at the end of K ovember, a fortnight after \\·e 
left office, there was £773,077 6s. 10cl. Taking 
the average of these two amounts, which the 
Under Secret:try to the Treasury assnres me is as 
near an approxhnation as is possible to be n1ade, 
there was in the Treasury, on the d:ty I left office, 
£734,000. I am astonished that an hon. gentleman -
in the position of the Coloni:tl Treasurer should 
make such a barefaced misstatement, especially 
when I had w:trned him th:tt I was using figures 
which I had deliberately got, for the purpose of 
making them public, from the Treasnry. Tho:;e 
fignres :tre in the h:tnclwriting of the l'nder 
Colonial Treasurer, and I lutYe a~ nn1eh right 
to them as the hon. gentleman himself; and that 
official estimates th:tt the amount there was in 

the Treasury when I left office w:ts £73'1,000. 
Of cour''" I know what the hon. member will 
say. He will say, "Out of tbat we had tu pay >1 

half-vear':; interest at the end of Dec,ember." I 
knew that perfectly well, and so die! my audience. 
I did not cbim that I had not left debts 
there. But I do cbim that, even at the 
end of December, when the interest h:td been 
p:tid, :tnd when the Treasury is at it.,; lowest ebb, 
the amount to its credit was £:)70,000. Now, 
sir, from the year 18S2-3-the last year over 
which we had the control of the finances of the 
colony-there has been an unprecedented increase 
in expenditure. Not taking interest into con­
sideration :tt all, but taking the expenditure over 
which more directly the Ministry of the day had 
control, I find that the expenditure has increa:;ed 
in those three years by 37 per cent.-that is, the 
expenditure proposed by the l\Iinistry for this 
year is 3,1 per cent. over the expenditure on the 
year that I left office. But if we take into considera­
tion the interest, in addition to all the other 
branches of expenditure, we find that the amount of 
increr1-se since that tin1e has been 41 per cent., and 
of course it is quite clear that without :tddition:tl 
ta,xation this .sort of extra.vagance conld not 
go on. Additional t>txation, or a wonderful in­
crea::;e in the revenue, is inevitnble, whether 
it con1es frmu taxation proper or from our land 
reveunr. One of these things is inevitable if 
\ve wi;:)h to keep our bahtnce on the right side. 
Last yoar an astonishing change wt1s 1nade in the 
polic.v of the Govermnent: they propobed to 
obtain a ten-million loan. I say it was an extm­
ordiunry change, becauRe it was so diffr;;ent fyon1 
the policy of the Government at >1 prevwus tmw. 
They lo.;t office :tt the end of 18~8 because they 
hn<1 not RUfficient courage to propose an 
additional hnn. 'fhis ten-rnillion loan WD,S 

brought forwcud in 1884, and all the pre~­
snrc brnu:;L ', to be,u, not only from thts 
side of the House, bnt also by hon. members 
on the other side, was insufficient to nmke the 
Governn1ent disclose to what extent we rnight 
expect revenue to be realised under the new 
Land , \et fnr the pnrpose of rmyi11g the interest 
upon it. \\' e did ~,ucceed at last iu getting smue 
kind of :tn estimate. The :Minister for Lands 
was perfectly helpless in the matter ; indeed, he 
never profe,sed to give us anything specific. 
The Colonial Treasurer indulged in some wild 
:trithmetical cttlculation to the effect th:tt if we 
got 1<1. or 1~d. from every acre o~ !~ne! in the 
co]mrr it would con1e to so 1nany tnillwns. \Ve 
got nothiug- practical until the hon. member 
for rro,-.;nsville forced the I>retnier to dis. 
c]<,.;e wlmt were his nnticip:ttions of the 
Act for the first year of itl3 ope m tion. 
I will say in parenthesis, now, th:tt the 
amount to the credit of the consolicbted 
revenue at the end of 1883, three months :tfter 
we left office, was £52\J, 000, aJter paying intere:;t 
on the public dcLt. The Trc:tsurer said with 
reference to tlmt Land Act :-

•· It is a fair and l'f'liahlo emv·lusion that at least 
£15S.Oil0 iJt-~r annum \VUl be l'Cceived almo~t inunc­
cUatclr in ad(lition to the l'eYcnne Jrom onr pastoral 
laud~: 'and this lllnst ncc~·~-;a1·ily ·inerC~tSC \Yith the 
p;radnal extending of the occupation of mn gr:1zin;.; 
farm~ anr1 a<rrienltnral area~ .And against thb amount 
of £i5~,0:10 Der annum is to i)e set off only the ab1'ence 
from nur la.ncl ren:~nue of snutll amounts dcrivc;l from 
llrC·clllptivc::;, anction "-ales of country landl;, the 
d0rrea~c in the conditional selections, and the stopvage 
of ~f'lections after anction-alllonnti1Jg clnring the 1irst 
three .rears to an averugc of about £,10,000." 

\Ve h:tve, therefore, £111,000 from the direct 
action of the leases under the Act, :tnd we have 
£100,000 increased rental of the p:tctoral leases 
that were then in existence. He refer,; in another 
paragra.ph, at Ho111e length, to that m~thnate l.Jeing 
:1 moderate one-£100,000 for rmstoral le:tscs 
then existing ; :tnd tlmt, togethgr with the 
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£111,000 B,dditional for new leases under the Act, 
gives UH £211,000. But, sir, what position are 
we in now? Lttst year the Tre:;u31uer antici~ 
patecl tlmt he wonld realise for that portion 
of the ye<tr £10,000 from new leaseo; but 
he lms actually realised, as I have said, 
only £G9G. This year again, after having 
promised an increase of revenue to the extent of 
£211,000, he puts down the revenue in a cor­
rected form at £30,000, and even that, he tellP us, 
is lt rloubtful matter. He has made a jump in 
the dark, in fact. He does not know what the 
revenue is likely to be, and is perfectly helpless. 
So he puts duwn £30,000, having last year pro­
mised £211,000. It is not as if the hon. gentle­
man had made a vague estimate of the amount 
likely to be realised by the O]Jeration of the Act. 
If hon. members will just reflect a moment 
they will remember the trouble we lmd last 
year to try and give the country what it 
was justly entitled to-·" fair statement ttnd 
full information as to the probable working of 
such an important Act as the Land Act-ancl they 
will see at once thctt the Treasurer gave that 
statement only after very long consideration-­
whether it was fair consideration or not-and 
after he was actually badgered into it by the 
arguments of members on this side of the Hou,,e 
-that he would not be likely to realise for some 
ye;trs any increased revenue at all. Thttt is the 
position he has got himself into. He estimated 
to get £211,000 increase; he now expects £30,000; 
but the increased expense' of the Land Office 
by the operation of the Act of 1884 will 
amount to more thnn £30,000. The whole of 
that estimated increase will be swallowed up by 
the increased expenses of the ofl1ce, attributable 
to the one fact that the Act after being two 
years in operation has not produced o:my con­
siderable revenue. vVhat then is the pooition 
of the Government? That they are compelled 
to corne forwnrcl and propose new taxation in 
consequence of the complete failure of their 
own policy. Their policy was to pass a Land 
Act which wnnld give aln,rger arnount of revenue 
out of land than we had received before. That 
policy has been an utter failure up to the pre­
sent time, and in theanticij,ationooftheTreasnrer, 
a:-:; put fonvard in his estirnatenow, it is a failure; 
because, w bile I believe he will get no increased 
revenue fron1 it, the cost of adrninistnttion will 
amount to a great deal more than the incrPase 
he has anticipated. He sees that it i" perfectly 
impossible that he can get this increaoed revenue, 
and what is his resource at the en cl of the time: 
He has always "<,1id, "\Ve n1ust have ]a.nd 
revenne." They themselve'<, as a party, have 
Tepeatedly said that the cost of railways should 
be borne by the intereRt in the country that 
got the benefit of those railways. if ow, Rir, 
just let us frmcy for a moment the intereot that 
has got the benefit of railway construction dnrinp; 
the last two or three yettr.s. Look at the enor­
Inous amounts tha,t have heen n ade by n1cn in 
thi>J city and other parts of the colony by land 
speculation. That lan<l specnhtinn has had its 
basis solely-or, at any 1:atc, principally--on the 
rail wrty construction that has taken place in this 
and neighbouring tc)\Vllt:. \Vhere r<:tihvay con­
struction has not taken plrtce there has been no 
lane! speculntion, and no large increase in the 
vrice of land lms arisen. \Vherever we have 
increased 1neans of conununication by rail\vay;:; 
the price of land has increased enormously. I 
should like the Treasurer to say what intere,t 
has l1enefited by that. 'They were sharp enough 
before in trying to saddle the squatters of the 
colony with the cost of cnnstructiug the lines out 
'vest, but now they turn round a,nd say the 
only pod::dble way of getting revenue to rnake 
up for fa,ilure of their land policy is by extra 
taxation on certain articles. And what are they"? 

Spirits, machinery, timber, and beer ! A more 
contemptible policy I never heard enunciated. 
:Fancy a policy of that sort coming from the 
present Treasurer! He has frequently put 
himself forward as the exponent of freetmdo. 
I have heard him, when there has been no neces­
sity to discus.; the question, refer to it and 
boast that he believed thoroughly in the prin­
ciple,; of freetrade; and yet he consolr''< the 
colony at the present time by putting a 5 per 
cent. import duty on ;ell machinery that comes 
into the colony, and says that it will be a means 
of enconraging native indnstry. \V ell, sir, if I httcl 
u,,ed an argument like that I do not see how any­
body conlcl be surprised, because I have always 
held protective views; but the hon. gentleman 
has held distinctly oppm,ite views and has gone 
in now for protective vimvs-not because he 
believes in protection, but simply because he 
expects to get a certain anwunt of rev~nue frorr1 
that source. And how, sir, are the people who 
drink spirits and beer, and the people who build 
houses and use tin1ber or Inachinery, con­
nected with the extravagance of the present 
Government? If we are in a dilemma at 
the precmnt time, in what way are they 
connected with it? \V c all know tluLt the beer 
that i,s propooecl to be taxed is used almost 
entirely by the working class. The Treasurer 
never drinks it, the Premier never drinks it-I 
do not know that he even knows the taste of it­
and they can rest perfectly content and have no 
hesitation in puttiug an additional threepence 
per gallon upon beer, which will be a tax upon 
men who have had nothing whatever to do with 
the question as to whether railways c;hall be 
made in any particular part of the country. 
Then, with regard to the timber tax, there is 
an anomaly well worthy of our consideration. 
The ::\linister for Lands, in that newly fledgerl 
zmtl of his to reiix the whole of the colony in his 
O\Vn w~y, \Vc"ts detern1ined to get a revenue out 
of the timber of the colony, and he startled the 
timber-getters :.nd rather astoniohed everybody 
in the cclllntry by the imposition of what was 
virtually an excise duty on timber. This might 
not have looked so bad under some circum­
stmlCes ; bnt in view of the depression under 
which the timber industry \\as suffering it was 
a positive hardship. The timber-g·etters had a 
hard '-'truggJe through the depression and through 
having to con1pete \Vith iinported ti1nber, and to 
put this extm duty on was more tlmn they could 
bear. The J\Iinister so,w he had made a great 
mistakr', and in orcler to get ont of therlifficulty he 
went back and tried to get the revenue he wanted 
by putting a counterbalancing duty on in11Jurted 
timlJer. See the confusinu of idea' implied by 
that. He clefendecl the imposition of the tax in 
the first place by saying tlmt we ohould derive 
revenue frmu our timber, but finding hirnself in a 
difllcnlty he endeavours to get out of it by 
putting <-t duty on ilnported tin1l1er, Yvhich every­
body ,;!w use,; timuer will have to pay. 'fhe 
people who get the tirnbnr out of our fore~ts 
will not pay one f;~rthin;;· of that. They ttrc 
just in the same position as they \\·ere befu1·c. 
The ::\IinLster for Lands has lost his idea, anrl 
the Government now propose a whole><tlc 
piece of bxation on all the people. I wish 
to know nboYC nil thingK why we should t'u 
timber. The first thing a man does when 
he arrives in the colony and wants to bnild a 
home for himself is to spend £10 in tt timber­
yard. Such men lmve been buying at increased 
prices lately, and that is just the reason why the 
Treasurer has made snch a set upon the matter. 
Then the duty upon spirits is to be increased. 
That is another protective idea of the hon. gentlc­
tnan ! }-{ e has been trying- to pose us a frcetrade 
exponent; but he cannot re,,isttheideaof gettiuga 
lJrotectivc duty on spirits. Once before there 
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wnB a differential duty on spirit,;, and it had but 
one effect-and tlmt was bad-for the colony. I 
do not think the House was ever more unanimous 
than in the repeal of the Act by which a 
differential duty was impu:,;ecl upon colonial­
made and imported spirits. In 1880 the duties 
were equaJisod; and nuw the hon. nlmnber ]Jro­
poses, by a sidewincl, to mrrke them differential 
ag-ain. J<'or the future the duty on spirits is to be 
12s. a g-rtl!on on importe'l and 10s. on colonial­
made. This is another protective idea of the 
hem. g-entleman. I luok upon it as his idert 
of protection. I do not think it will do much 
g-flod, be<·anse hiR protection has no other object 
than revenue. He hm; protcctPd a thing- tlmt 
de-;erves protection less than ny other commodity 
in the colony, Ly a duty of more than 100 per 
cent., and the differential duty of 2s. is worth 
more than the spirit itself. Therefore, that iR a 
protection that defies competition. \Yhat was 
the effect while there was thi;; duty? It was that 
we had a gre::1t rnany cli:-itilleries, and the great 
bulk of the opirits with a foreign Lmnd sold in 
the market were actually manufactured here. 
I have been told bv men who carried on 
the trade that thev !{ad Lrands of all kinds­
htbels of all kind;- of brandy, London g-in. 
Hollanrls gin, and every other kind of spirit, all 
of which were mctnufactured on the Logan. It 
was a deprrtved trade in the colony, that nothing­
but the eqtudisation of the duties could rid the 
colony of. };xactly the same thing took place in 
X ew Zealand. There the distillers themseh-es 
admitted that the differentir.tl dutv was barl. 
It ran throug-h the whole of tbe" debates iu 
Parliament that the distillers themselves were 
a.nxions to get out of the trade on account 
of the bad effect it had upon the momb 
of the colony. All they asked for was fair 
compcn.,ation for their pLmts. The ,.,me 
te:-;tilnony waR given to rne by nearly the 
whole of the distillem here. They assnrcrlme 
tlmt tho he:;t thing would be, undoubtedly, to 
eqmc,li,;e the duties on spirits, and they claimed, 
a.s in New Zealand, fair cmnpenl'3ation for being 
driven ant of the trade. Taking- the atgnment 
a~ it :-3tand;-', it i::; a fair thing to have an equal 
duty on spitits-not a differential one. If we, 
therefore, having stopped it for five years, put 
on 'a differential duty and allow distillers to 
accunmlate ve:;ted interests, am! protect the 
industry to the extent nf 100 per cent., we slmll 
be doing an iunnenso a1nount of hann to the 
colony and will only get out of it b~' va.ring 
lxtck to these men the amount of their vested 
interests. Then what are the Government 
tryin;,;· to do? \Yhy should we have a duty upon 
Hpirit~ bec;;tu.,e we ha,ve been re:-:)tl'ictecl in our 
milway extension? There is 10s. duty on 
brandy, am! why should tlmt be increaeed '? 
\Vhy should the duty on beer Le increased? It 
is the clr·ink of the men who have had least 
to do with the extmv<tgance of the Colonial 
Trea.8urer, becnu;-;e they ha.vc never been able to 
understand hiK :Financial Statenwnb:-5, or I an1 
t:mre the~r '\V(_mld have voted againt~t hitn and lJre­
venteU hin1 going into thi1':1 extravttgn,nce. These 
men ch·ink colonial beer, and they will have to 
ptty this additiomcJ duty. As I said, it does not 
tonch us : we never drink colonial beer; I do not 
think there is a man in this House who does. It 
is the drink of the \Yorking- classes, ttnd this duty 
<loes not exist in any of the other colonie,.. At 
lea~t, it does in one·-I 1nnst C!HTect 1ny~elf, or 
I have no doubt the bon. Premier will say it 
exists rn two or three. I mav tell him it 
exit1ts in ouly one--iu Tasu1a.nhL-and that is 
an exceptimml colony, for the rettson that every­
lJOdy dl'inkK colonial beer there; tbe mnonnt 
itnportetl iK a Hlel'e Lagntdle. ] lere it i:-3 
(litfcreut. There is no excise duty on lh t?r, 
aud 1'leither is there in any of the other 

colonies, with the exception of Tasmania, where 
it i,; quite exceptional, becalh;e it is a fair duty 
on ttn article that is consumed by all classes of 
the community. Small '" iR the population of 
this colony, lllore imported beer is consmued 
in it than in Victoria, althoug-h there is only one 
third of the number of people. \V e are keeping­
the upper class distinctly from taxation. 'fhat 
is the class that clrinks imported beer. The beer 
that is proposed to be taxed is consumed to an 
enonnous extent even by the least paid working 
men of the colony, ancl they will lmve to pay 
this additional duty, because snrely hon. mem­
Ln'S ttre not bhouring under the delusion 
that the tax will Le paid by the l>re\ver ! 
Such a proposition as that is a thing- thrrt the 
rich brewer:; like. \Vhat will be the effect of the 
tax upon thmn, taking their position as far 
as capitali:,;ts are concerned? \Vhat was the 
effect of it in Victoria? A duty was put upon 
beer there for eig-hteen months, but it was 
withdrawn and it bad never been attempted 
'ince. During that time, out of 100 brewerie · 
12 were clo,ed. I ha Ye not the statistics before 
me at ]'resent, but I believe the number that 
,.,,ere closed during- the time that thi:; tax was 
in operation was twelve. \Vhat stoppecl the.,e 
breweries? It was ,;imply the imposition of '1 
duty; because by the imposition of a duty of 
that sort a monopoly fell into the hands of the men 
'vhocould inveMta larger mnount of capitaJ. r\..tall 
events there were twelve brewers ruined and a 
certain amount of monopoly established, and 
that will be the effect here. \Ye slmli not h'we 
emnpetition for a long while in brewing if thi-. 
duty of 3d. per gallon be imposed, but th:re 
will be esta,blishecl a firm monopoly. N otlung­
but investnH:nt of an enorrnous an1ount of c.:tpit<tl 
by :1ny persons v:i~hing to go into that bn;:;ines~ 
can affect them. The next thing is the duty on 
nmchinery. This is the iteu! upon which there 
was the oiJservation made by the 'l'rea"u·er, that 
it will help very much to encourage local induR­
trles. ~.,iYe per cent. upon n1achinery iR cne of 
those taxes that n,re pure import taxes. It is not 
sufficient to help any industry in the ,;lig-htest way. 
It is simply a ta,x upon machinery in the colony. 
\Vhat cloes it mean? It means that all the pro­
dueing- industries in the colony are to be taxed 
at the present time-the ag-ricultural industty, 
the nlining inclustry, and the ')ugar industry 
especially. In fact, the pastoral industry may 
be considered just a,; much, bemnse a large 
amount of machinery is used in that industry in 
this colony. This proposal means simply lmmli­
capping- the industries of the colony. At a time 
like the present "'me enlig-htenment ought to be 
::;ho\Vll. The Trea~urer r;hould ba,-ve fonnd HOlllB­

thing- tluct will bear taxtttion without burden­
ing any particular inc1ustrio:-:;. (iolcl~niinh~g i-.; 
fiomi--hing-, undoubtedly, at the present tune; 
bnt if it is proposer[ to tax g-old-mirws, 
C>mrwt it be clone in a better way than 
by pnttin;;· " tax upon machinery? Is it 
n~>t folly to hold out with •me hancl f:JO,OOO 
tu help the poor dtnvn-tl'odden f.:.ugu.r-growcrs, 
and ]Jefore we come to the con:;idemtion of that 
vote to ask them to l"'Y a duty of ii per cent. 
on u1achinery? In one caNe, the agricultural 
industry i:; so clepressed that it wants loans to 
keep it up; and in the next pbc<', Lefore we 
consider the propo:-:;::1Jls in regard to these loan:-;, 
\VC ttre a;;.:ked to lJUt aclclitional tuxation on the 
machinery to he employed in the indu:;tq. The 
Ciovernru8nt have put theuiSelved into thit:: posi­
tion-they ha Ye nmclc tanction inevitable ; but 
Ly the wav in which it is introduced \V8 nligllt 
almo:;t fa;.,ry that the 'Treasurer was surprised 
into it l>y sncl<lcn reYelations. It appe,ct·s as if 
all at unce tt plagnc of ral 1Lith had cm ne near onl' 
we::-;tern boundary; he ~t]JpeartJ io have heanl it 
for the first time, thoug-h the rabbits have been 
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working up for the last twenty-three years 
frmu ({eelong tuwards here, and there has never 
till l1()W LcCn nnv ahtnn sufficient to 1nake a. 
'J\·ea~nre1· pause 'in the fonnation of his E:-;ti­
rn:ttes and say, "On this account I rnust 1'8\'ise 
the whole of my tariff, and put on additiorml 
duties." I think I htwe made very plain 
two things, l\Ir. Speaker~lst, That frorn the 
cxtra.vagance of the Uovernment and the failure 
of the land revenue a deficit was inevibble, 
and that an increa,ed revenue was inevitable 
in the arrnngernentt: the Treasurer was to 
nutke for the en:-ming year. That any Treasurer 
ought to have contemplakd, becaus~ he saw as 
plainly as possible that he could not nmke the 
two ends meet, even on paper. I never saw that 
hapven to a Treasurer before, but it lms lmppened 
now ; and he accounts for it in this way :-

"For, :Jir. Pra.scr, we arc not only cane(l on to con­
sider n po~~ihlc d1~turbanct: of reYellnc ehiofly tlnDncrh 
deferr.:d sottlmncnt at the 1WCS8l;t ti;nc ou' onr lar;c 
territorial estate, but we arc al.;;o mcmt.'\'<·l bv t\~~o 
cxtcrna1 dau.~cr::\ which, while widel~r Uifi~ ring in 
charaetcr, may be found equally inimical to the fntnrc 
welfare and financial prosperity of the colonv. 

"The more insidious of these chLngcrs i~" the pest of 
rabhit~, from ·which the pastor:Ll district::; of the 
nei:;;hbonriug colony arc suffering. and \Yllieh i;;;; gracln­
ally extending its ra\·agcs to\varcls the Que~nslam1 
border. It caunot lH3 cleuie\l thaL this is a national 
danger which, if once allmved to gain footing in onr 
C%Lonsivc t-'1Titory, would in nll probability speedily 
rlr·~i.roy what has always been jnstly regarded as our 
greate:::.t industry-namely, pa~.torul occupation and 
settlement. .. 

"Govermnent. hnve (leemed that the exigency of the 
d1~nger admit"i of no rlelay or of an\' half-heartc<lnc:-:::; 
being ~hmvn in at once taking stc}_Js to arrest this 
plagne, and while the GoYernmcnt of the adjoining 
colon.Y (lo not a:5 yet appear to base arrh ed at. rmY 
determination a~ to dealing witll this ~m·ions mattc'r 
the Government of Qnecn~lancl intcnt1 to aet wl1ile 
they deliberate. J._C"r,ordi.ngly, hon. lllt~mher . .., will 1ind 
attached to the Estimates for 1883-6 1t Special ::;npplL­
mcutary J.ppropriation, to be clofravecl ont of the 
Surplus Cash Rcvenne balance of the yCar IS.S-t-5, to the 
C'{tcnt of £100,('00, to proYidc for the preYcntion of tlH~ 
incnr~ion of rabbits, an amonnL whieh it i~ intuwle(l 
shall be expended in fencing out thi:'l 1,,:-.;t; and I feel 
assnred thaL this tn·ompt action of Govcrmncut will be 
eonnnenflcd by all clas.':if'S of the C')JnJlll.llriL\' -.,...-lw have 
at heart the pcrmaw,nt welfnre of the coloriy." 

The next thing we are told is that ,•.udclen 
Blnergencies: have ari:-:Pn which force the Govern­
ment to make provision for contml sugar-mills 
in the depressed districts. The rabbit,; and the 
depressed sugar industry are made the text on 
which hangs the motion moved by the Treasm·er 
the other night before he sat down, for an 
increa~ed dnty on f:ipiritB, n1achinery, tin1beL·, 
and beer. Such a complete non scquitu1' I have 
never sern before, even in a 'rreasurer's financial 
Htatenl8nt; I do not ~ee what po~sible connection 
there can be between the two. lloe~ he think 
for a Juoment that this side of the House is to bo 
gnllod by the argtnnent that nnlp\;s we vote 
the duties we shall not get the tlOO 000 
for keeping- the rabl)it8 out'? Or dneK' he 
think the su;.;·ar-growers will be o·ulled by the 
prolmbility of not getting £?)0,000 for central 
mill,; unless additional taxation is imposed? 
If these are the items fm which mmHey is 
wanted, I think we ruight haYc found nn1ch 
better 1nenn.-:; of raiKing it than frm11 the articles 
p1 op'.'sed by the Treasurer. The party at pre­
~ent In power have al "\V ay'; 1n·ofe.-:sod to 1uake the 
incidence _of taxation for the ]JU~'flose of milway 
construction f_aJl_ on property, 1n Ron1e ::;hape or 
form; but tlus Js a complete departure from 
their own pl<1.tfonn. 11~ver since the present 
lJren1ier has: taken a htrge intere'it in the 
party, he has never l>een tired of enuncia­
ting the priuciple wheu sitting on the Oppmi­
tion si<le ; but as .c:oon as a little deficiency 
exiHtR in the 'rroasnry, he fiir-.! to the ordinar\· 
Cuotums clutie.c; fur the Jllli')Joso of gettinc; tlie 

amount of the contemplated deficiency. But 
the amount the 'l'reasnror coutemplates as likely 
to be the deficiency is hr too small ; he calcubtes 
it to be £90,000. Does he think for '"moment 
that £UO,OOO is going to fill up the deficit caused 
to future Trectsmers by that enormous blumler, 
the Land Act of 1884? Doeo he not see as 
plainly as pow .. ible that the rents expected 
to accrue from that Act will not accrue? Does 
he not see also that that Act, w Lu from 
settling people on the land, has been the best 
means for locking up the lands ever devised by 
any :Minister in any of the colonies? Does he 
not seB the way it jc, acting now-that no settle­
ment is now t'tking place? _\.ncl every one of the 
otficero of the department possessing any knuw­
ledge of settlement under the previous Lan<l Acts 
has come to the same conclusion: that the Land 
)._et as passed by this Hmme will have only one 
effect-that of completely locking up the lauds 
of the colony. The Treasurer knows, or ought 
to kno\v, that he hati to rnake up a far larger 
deficiency than that for which he has provide•], 
and that it will not be made up by ttn increase 
of the •luties on three or four articles such as he 
has proposed. Possibly the motion may have 
been put forward as a feeler to find out how pro­
tection goe,: down in chis House, so that the other 
side may h;we another flag to hoist, now they 
havelo,;t their prestige connected with the lamls of 
the colony. 1-\fter having n1ade such a gigantic 
failure, do they imagine it is pos,;ible thttt they 
will be entrusted further with the finances of the 
colony for the purpose of making up the large 
revenue they anticirmted? I nev<Jr thought I 
should have had to nttd so many lectures to the 
pre,,ent Governrnent on their extravagance in 
Rpending rnoney that hati been borrowed in 
London. I remember the time when the same 
rncn rnade every kind of ingenious excmse to 
their constituents for not bono wing, which they 
chamcterised as the worst policy any Parliament 
could follow. They lost office chiefly through 
t!wir want of heart in re~pect to borrowing 
money when it would have clone good to the 
colony ; and uow they go to the O)JJ >O»ite extreme 
an<l try to ruin the colony by borrowing to an ex­
tent hitherto unknown in the history of the colony. 
\\To know now what is the iutention of the 
Gm·ernment. The .Minister for\ Vorks intimated 
in an after-dinner speech made last Saturday on 
the llarling· Downs that it was tlw intontiun of 
the Government to spend two and a-half milliuns 
of 1noney per ,:.nnurn. Let anyone confiider our 
position at the pre';ent time and they will see that 
this proposed expenditure of borrowed money is 
grPater than any producing industry of the colony 
-it is not equalled by any two of our 11roducin" 
industries put tog-ether. The statistic" fm this 
yectr have not been put upon the table of the 
House, but the whole of the gold, copper, tiilvcr, 
tiu, and other minemls timt \1 e produced fur 
l)i8-! amounted to £1, l/l7, 18!1, and the whole of 
the amount of the wool exporto<l last year 
an1ounted to £1,12H,,108, rnaking £2,31G,5D7; so 
that two of unr largest industries- our two 
htr~;est industrie.-:;, in f<-tct-Ina,}dng up 1110re 
t!Hm two-thirds of the whole of the pro, 
duce of the colony, are not C<JUal to the pro­
posed expenditure of the Government per yeccr. 
No wtmder the :1Iiuister for \Vorks turned round 
the other clay and reviled the hon. member for 
South Brisbane in sveaking about our position 
at the present time. I did uot hear what the 
h<m. member for South Brisbane said, hnt I 
heard the way in which his sj,ec:ch was cmn­
mentecl upon by the l'llinister for \Yorks. The 
:\[inister for Works told us plainly that this 
country was in a perilou):) l>Ol-iitioll, a.nd admitted 
that if our loan '""' not floated it l>'<mhl be 
di:-;a,".itron:-:; to the counnuuity. So it \\'onld, LnL 
whose fault will it be? \Ye have a Ministry in 
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power who have put all their eggs in one basket, 
am! are g-reatly dependent upon our credit in 
IJondon for carryi11g n:-; through. Not only our 
ordinary credit} but extraordinary credit, because 
it i:-; only a few year:-; :-;ince we \vere tulcl that we 
shnnld on no occa:-;ion borrow 1nore than one 
million, and the Government now propose to 
borrow tw" millions and a-half per annum before 
they have found out even whether the national 
creilitor i; prepared to lend it to us. I 
believe myself tlmt the Government are 
aware that they have got the country into a 
perilous position. They see it nnw, and they 
have taken the wrong n1eans to reinedy jt, and 
they have f<1rther taken the remedy too late. 
The proper remedy won!rl have been tu have 
gone in for a conrHe of vt'ise econmuy two years 
ago, but instMd of that they have plunged into 
the most rockle'" extnvagance, That extrav.l­
g:1nce we see is still to go on, beca,use the Esti­
nmtes ;ubmitted to us might be curtailed to 
a very eomiderable extent, without such 
curtailment injuriously affecting the efficiency 
of the Govemment serdce. That extr;,vagance 
s~ill goes on, and we see an ntt8lnpt n1ade by the 
Governrnent to tax Guurces of r.evenue in a. v.,ay 
they have alwttys been under,,tood to oppose. 
How often have we be•Jl1 told by the Colonial 
Treasurer that wlutever tcu"tion bkes place it 
shouL:l not be through the Custom House? It is 
only a, little \vhile ago, a,lso, since we 'A7 Rre told 
that, so far fron1 arlditional taxation being nece~­
sary, the Government would be able tn go 
in for a remission of taxation, and the first 
thing would be to remit tcuation thmugh the 
Cuotom House. \Vhat is the result? \Ve have 
now through pure extravagance-it can be put 
down to no other reason-to ask the cuuntry 
for additional taxation. Hon. member,; may 
say-and I have no doubt they will make 
the most out of it -that this is ~!ne to 
the misfortunes of the country. I know per­
fectly well that the agriculturcll industry has 
suffered a g-reat deal and that the pastoral in­
tereot has suffered deplorably. \V e all know 
that, and we lmve known it for yeotrs; so 
that it is no excuse for the Government. It 
wonhl be a g-reat pity if thP- mh<fortm1c.s of the 
country should b~ the l'f<1Mf)ll given 'vhy we 
,hould excuse the Government for almost every­
thing. The misfortunes of the country have been 
palpable to the Ciovermnent-at ,,n events, they 
have been palpable to the whole of the people of the 
colony. \Ve preacher! eomw1nv' to the (im'ern­
rnent, an(l what did they reply? They ignored our 
prophecies, and re] ·lied, "\V e will have plenty 
of uwney," ~"Lnd plunged intn extravw.;n,nce. 
Our producing industrit,::l, with th'3 exception of 
gold, are in a wor1-ic position th::tn thc,v h::t\·e b'"'~n 
in for n1any year~, and yeb we are c.1lled upon to 
tax tho;-;e producing indu:-3tries for the purpose 
of carrying on the ordinary work of Govennnent. 
I <In not think the Treasurer h'" a vcrv conficleut 
hop0, or rather persuasion, that nri' dit!icnlty 
\vha.tcver \vill occur in bnlTO\Ving at the rate 
of two and a-half millior.s per annum in the 
London market. I mm ""Y that I clo not 
shcwe that persnasion, nor do I share the 
hope. I do not think myself tlmt we have 
much hope of getting inst>~lments of borrowed 
money at the rate of two and a-half millions 
for threr~ years follo\ving, or n,nything like it ; 
and I believe the Treasurer c'llculates upon that 
amount. It is not more than three years 
ago that we had to make most extraordinary 
efforts to get our debenture~; sold in London. 
Better tin1e:s have con1e for us now; not tha.t 
we have bettered our condition to any extent, 
becau::;e that haN not been Kn, bnt circurustance~ 
have changed in l~ng-land, and the Inisfortnne::; 
e~nd depre.,sions of her tmclo have not e~ffonled 
heduppurtunities for investing her wealth; and 

we have benefited by that. Let changed times 
cmne again oYer England -let those tilnes 
corne again in England when every 111an there 
was busy, and ,,he supplied the world with com­
Hlodities-let that thne cmne again for I~ng-land 
-and I hope it will come; and then we shall see 
that, inRtead of hnving money-lender8 runni11g 
after us to lend ns money, they will probably 
g-ive us the cold shoulder. If the penple in 
London knew the position we are in at the 
pmsent time they would not be so fast in 
offering to lend us money as they are now. The 
Cc,Jonial Treasurer ha~; not di~;elosed to them our 
position in rega.rd to our 1 Jrod ncing ind nHtrie8. 
He has hoodwinked them all through. He tell,; 
us that he luts borrowed two and a-half millions 
of money, and says deliberately that he expects 
no revenue fronr the land; 'vhereas, \vhen he 
bonowed that money he actually authorised the 
Agent-General to i::;sue a prm;pectus, in which 
the money he anticipated he would receive from 
the operation of that Act was to cover the whole 
of the money that would be recjuirecl for that 
loan. In the correspondence that was put 
upon the tahle of the Hou~;e we have his 
instructions to the Agent-Genere~l set forth in " 
prospectus. \V e could not get from the Treasurer 
his anticipations financially fmm that Act. At 
lenst, as I said, he ventured his opinion tht~t 
from the first year he would get £111,000. The 
Premier ventured his opinion in the same debate; 
ctml he said would get £100,000 increased rent 
from the squatters, and £50,000 increased rent 
from the land-thnt is, every year; £:)0 for the 
first year, and £100 for the next year, ctnd so on. 
But what he authorised the Agent-General to say 
was thi"' :-

"By the new .Land Act passed during the la~t session 
of Parliament an end \Yas pntto the further alicmation 
of the pnbHc estate in large areas ; and ln'OYision was 
made for the flbrision of existing- rnnH. of which one 
portion will he leasc<l to t.hc present tenant for n fiXC(l 
term of Jiftecn ycnr~. "'With compensation for imrJrovc­
mcnts ; \Yllile tlie resnmctl portion will l)C subchriderl 
for :-.cttlemcnt in fal'm:~. of frolll 5,000 to 2D,non acres, 
nnd lcat-~cd for a Hxcd t,-·rm of thirty years. These 
farms will he let at n rent Yery eonsidcrably in 
adYancc of the nominal rates llCl'etoforC received;"~ 

That i~ not true-
"and \Yhen ouec the Act eomC.'i fairly into operatioll­
\Vhich, how,;n;r. \Ylllnot. be for n year or t\YO~there is 
little donht tlmt the incrca,::;od anrl permanent. rcvonno 
from thi:) source alone willlll'Ove suflieicnt to meet the 
entire charg;e of the llOW loan." 

Is that not mi.;leoding? I say it amounts to a 
dietinct falsification of ftlcts. The Colonial 
Treasurer ought to haYe seen that per­
fectly. He commences by expre.;sing the 
opinion tlmt the Land Act would yield a million. 
\Ve kept him clown and ask <I him when tlmt 
million wrmU be produced. _\t last, after ll!any 
day.s' debate, wefmced from him the admission that 
he' estim:ttecl tlmt the J,,m<l Act wonld proclnce 
£111,000 the first year. Y cry well. IV e lmvo now 
got the Act into optmtion, and we have go~ the 
Tren,s-nror's estinut.te of the revenue we are hkely 
to receive frmn it. }(e H:tys we arc going to 
receive £30,000 under the Act, and he put;; down 
the expenses of working it at £37,000. So that 
after the statement made by :Hr, Garrick, Agent­
General, tlmt in two years it would be self-sup­
porting-, we filHl that instead of that being the 
case the Government actmtlly tell us that there 
will be no renmue derived from the Act, but 
th:<t it,; working will show a distinct loss 
to the country. It is useless to enter into the 
detaih uf the Estimate" and criticise them, 
and l will not follow the example of the 
Colonial Treasurer in this respect, because there 
in enough ti1ue for HK to <lo that, and we have 
always taken advantage of onr opportnnitie~ tu 
critici.se both revenue and expenditure when 
the :Estimates are going through. I have taken 
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this occasion for the purpose of showing· the 
Government the position to which they have 
brought the country by their extraordinary policy 
of borrowing m<m.ey before they harl provided 
the means of paymg the intere;;t. They may 
attribute their failure to the bad seasons, 
as I have already 'air!; they may say 
that thev are due to circumstances over 
which the Government h,we no control; but 
people who have been watching the colony know 
otherwise. I believe otherwise, and th,ct 
although the (}overnrnent ha.ve l1een nnfm·tunate 
in this respect they have not been 1110re unfor­
tunate than I was when I took oftice in 187(!. 
The members of the Government then tried to 
force increased taxation on the present Opposi­
tion, but we resisted it and they failed. And I 
contmul that if they are of opinion that tn,xation 
is the only way to make two ends meet at the 
pre::>ent thne they onght to f'on.-;ider the inci­
dence of that taxation more thoroughly than 
they have done, and not jump at a rash conclusion 
in the v.'ay the Colonial Trea.,urer has done in 
making the reRolutions before the Committee 
of vV ays and Means. But I believe that the 
country is not reduced to the condition that 
additional taxation is necessary, and I belien 
the Government arc responsible for the present 
Btate of afhirs. If they are the Liberal party 
they profess to be, let them set an example to 
the colony, reform the Ci vi! Service, am! de­
crease the expenditure of Government, and then 
they will not require to put the additional bur­
dens on the people now proposed by the Colonial 
Treasurer. 

The PHEMIER: Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER: Before the hon. member 

re1Jlies I would like to point out to the House 
tluct the Colonial Trensurer made his }'inancial 
St:>tement in Committee of 'IY ays and :Means, 
and concluded his speech by moving a series of 
resolutions involving additionai taxation. There­
fore, until those resolutions have been reported 
to the House the Honse C>'.nnot take cognisance 
of them. According to " :Hay's Parliamentary 
Practice," it is bid clown that " until such report 
has been made no reference may be made to it 
or to any other proceedings of the Committee." 
And Mr. Speaker Lefevre, in "Bourke's 
Decisions," at page llG, lays it down that "all 
allusion to anything "·hich has pt"sed in a com­
mittee of the House is decidedly irregular because, 
until the committee has made its report, the House 
i~ not in l)O::->session of inforina.tion on the subject." 
It appears to me, therefore, that a debate cannot 
bke place upon such an important question as 
this with the Spercker in the chair, when the 
Treasurer has proposed certain resolutions in 
vVays and Means. 

The PRE~liER : 1\ o doubt that is the regular 
rule, sir, but it certainly has not always been 
observed by this House. On more than one 
occasion the Financial Statement has been made 
in Committee of Supply and the debate has taken 
place in the House. This course has certain 
advantages, and, as I have said, I know it has been 
followed before. I do not desire to dissent from 
your ruling: I simply point out that the hon. 
gentlem::tn has not con11nitted a.ny innovation in 
discussing the Financial Statement in the House. 

The SP J<;AKElt : The point I wish to make 
clear to the House is that financial statements 
have been debated on previous occasions with 
the Speaker in the chair, but not when a.r Reries 
of resolutions have been proposed for additional 
taxation. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoTLIYRAITH said: Mr. 
Sp<•aker,-Therulein "J\Trty'· which you have just 
read v.rould prevent us rnaldng reference to any­
thing that hccs taken place in committee nntil it 
has been reported to the House, so that it applies 

generally to all financial stcctements. So far 
fron1 there being any innovation on tho present 
occasion I rn>Ly say that I have several times 
disous8ed a financial statement, aml have ah' ays 
done so in the Hou-.e. 

Mr. MOREHJ~AD: 1\ot when there wore 
resolutions for additional taxation. 

The HoN. Sm 'r. J\IoiLWHAITH: Because 
the ::\[inistries were not in the deplomble condi­
tion the Government <tre in at the pre,ent time. 
There is not the slig·htest objection on my part, 
Rir, to go into con1mittee. I offered yon a clutnce 
of my support if you had ruled me wrong before 
I commenced. 

Question put. 
The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH: I do not 

think we should go into committee now. T expect 
you will have to stand out of the debate, sir. 
\Vhen we look np this rlelmte her<'after, or when 
some fnture politiPi,ms look it up, it will be very 
einbarra::;Hing to find one part in cornrnittee and 
the other part in the House. I think we ha<l 
better go on as \Ve are. 

l\Ir. J\IOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
sorry I cannot agree with the opinion of the 
leader of the Opposition. If your n1ling is 
correct we should carry it out, and I shall 
C8l'tainly support the motion of the Colonial Trea­
surer, a~ I shall have nHwe frequent opvnrtunities 
of speaking· in committee than I shrmld lmve 
under present circnrnt\tances. I nwJ<e thiR remark 
not for myself, but on beh>Llf of hon. members 
who may wish to speak more than once. 

The PllEJ\IIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
it ·would be convenient that sorne obHervation 
should be made now in answer to the speech 
delivered bv the leader of the Opposition, and 
unless you" rule me distinctly out of order I 
should like to make a reply. The hon. gentle-
n1an--

The Hox. ,T. 11. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I think this is a very irregular course 
for the Premier to adopt. You got up to put 
the motion that you yourself leave the chair, 
and I think that question should be decided 
either one way or the other. Let it be decided 
whether the debate is to be continued in the 
House or Committee. That has not been decided, 
and it should be before the hon. member pro­
ceec!R to reply to the leader of the Opposition. 

The PREl'viiER : The hon. member for Mul­
gra; e has addressed the House upon the motion 
that you leave the chair, and I propose to offer a 
few observntions in reply. Of course it was 
perhaps irregular that he should have made his 
speech in the House, and it would be quite as 
irregular for nny reference to be made to it in 
Committee of vV ays and Means. I fancy it 
wunld be inconvenient that the debate should 
be broken in that way unless the hon. member's 
speech is to remain the sole element of the delJate. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAlTH: It is 
not worth arguing about. If you decide, Mr. 
Speaker, that it is against the rules of the House 
or the practice of Parliament to discuss the 
question further, that is a diffQrent matter; 
but I do not think it is of much consequence 
whether the discussion takes place in the House 
or in Committee of \V ays and ~Ieans. 

The SPl~AKER: My only object in drawing 
attention to the point was that the ordinary 
rules of debate should be conformed to, heoanse 
otherwise rnnch inconYenience ulight re.sult. It 
would be decidedly irregular to refer to the 
resolutions when the Speaker is in the chair, 
because the resolutions c>Ln only come before the 
House when they have been reported. 

The HoN. J. ::\1. MACROSSAN: I think it 
would be convenient to adjourn the debate until 
to-morrow, and then for the House to go into 
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Committee of \V r~ys r~nd ~leans r~nd the speech 
of the hon. mcmLcr for l\Iulgrave to be delivered 
over again. 

The PHJ~~IIER: We will tllke it r~s deli­
vered. 

The Hoc;. Sm T. MuiLWRAITH : My speech 
can be tr~ken r~s read at the opening of the com­
mittee. 

The SPEAKER: It is quite competent for the 
House to hear the Premier in reply r~ncl then to 
go into committee. Perh:t]H thn.t would be the 
1nnHt convenient conr~e if the House consents to it. 

1\Ir. STEVKl'\SON: I think, as you h:cve 
decided, :\Ir. Speaker, tlmt the debate is going· 
on in an in·egulu,r 1nanner, the sooner we stop it 
the better. 

1\Ir. SCOTT: I would point out that the speech 
of the ler~der of the Oppo;;ition referred mflinly 
to these resolutions, which, rcccorcling to the ruling 
of the Speak et·, cannot be brought forwanl until 
they r~re reported. In reply, the Premier will 
have to refer to the resolutions or he will not he 
::thle to refer to the speech of the learlcr of the 
Opposition ::tt ::tll. The ground will be considerably 
cut from under his feet if he is not allowed to 
refer to the resolutions. 

Question put aml passed. 
Question-
'J'ha.t, towards making good the Supply granted to 

Her :\Iajosty, it is <1el"irable,~ 
lst. 'l'ha.t there be raised, levied, collected. and 

pai(l, in liCl"l of the dnt.ies of Cu;;,tom:.::; now lcvlcd upon 
tlic un11.ermcntioned goods, the several duties foJlo·wing, 
that i:; to say-

Bl'andy and other spirits. or ~trong w~1tcrs of any 
strength, not excceU.mg the strength of proof 
of Sykes's hydrometer. and in pro-portion of any 
g-reater strength than the strength of vroof, 12s. 
pet gallon. 

Spirits, cordials, or strong "\Yatcrs, S\H\_tcned or 
mixed with any article so that the stlcngth 
thereof cannot be exaetly nscertained by 
Hykcs'~ h~·drometer. 12:-;. 1181' gallou. 

11imlJE-Jr, logs, 18. per lOO sn1Jer1icial feet ono inch 
thick. 

Thnhcr, nndressed, Is. per lOO superficial feet one 
111ch thirk. 

Timher. dref:'sed., Is. Gel. per lOO supcrtlcial feet one 
inch thiclc 

2nd. rnmt there be raised, leYied, collected, and 
1mid 11pon the undermentioned gooc18 'vlten imported 
into the colony, whether by sea or land, the duties 
following, that is to say-

::.\Iachinery for manufacturing, Sft'iYing, and sewing ; 
agricultural, mining, and pastoral purposes ; 
steam engines and boilers, 5 per cent. ad 
rrt1CJJ'e1it. 

:~rd. That tlwre be raised, levied. rollectcd, and paid 
upon all beer brewed or manufactured within the 
colony of Queel'lsland an cxeise ctuty of 0cl. per gallon. 

The PREMIER: I think, 1\Ir. Fraser, th::tt 
we may take it that the speech of the hon. 
member for JVIulgrave delivered in the House 
was, in! effect, delivered in Committee of ·ways 
and JV[cttns, and I now propose to make a 
few observations upon it. 'rhe hon. gentle­
man's speech mainly consisted of accusing 
the Governn1ent of having, by their extraYa­
gance and incompetence, brought about an 
unsatisf::tctory result in the finances of 
the colony-extm v"gance in the expenditure 
of llloney a.nd incmnpetence in their land 
legi.,lation. That wr~~ the burden of the hon. 
gentlem::tn's speech. It is very easy to use 
the word "extravagance," but it \vouhl have 
been more to the point if the hem. gentleman 
had pointed out particulars in '' hich the expen­
diture, which h::ts already been increased by 
the Government or which is now proposed 
to he increa "·eel, could have been re<1uced 
without ~eriously ::tffecting the s::ttisfactory 
conduct of the different dep::trtments of the 
Government. Tlmt is a task which I will invite 

the hon. gentlemm1 to undertake on a later 
occr~sion if he can, or I will invite ::tny hon. 
gentlemr~n on thttt side of the Committee to 
s::ttisbctorily prove such ::tn ::tssertion without 
1naking vague chrwgeR of cx.trn,vagance and 
incompetene;e which have little weight and 
which cannot be supported by reference to the 
expenditure in any department th::tt can 
s::tfely be reduced. \Vith respect to the chr~rge 
tlmt the Government ha.-e brought about 
the alleged uns::ttisfr~ctory state of things to 
which the hon. gentleman has referred, and r~re 
responsible for the incompetency to which he has 
alluded, I lmrdly think his st::ttement will seem 
credible even to himself. 'rhe hon. gentlem::tn 
hr~s referred more than once to the opemtion of 
the L::tncl Act of 1884, ::tnd Ius referred to it as 
an Act which hr~s been in operation for two 
ye::trs; but he must know perfectly well-and hon. 
g,,•ntlemen must know perfectly well, and the 
country must know perfectly well-tlmt the Act 
hr~s not been in opemtinn for more th::tn four 
months, r~nd tlmt, in fact, it is not in opemtion at 
::tll so fr~r r~s the public revenue is concerned. 
He knows perfectly well that the time for bringing 
runs under the Act has not expired, and th::tt not 
more th::tn h::tlf-a.-dozen runs have been dealt with 
-that selection hr~s been nearly suspended, for 
reasons we ::tll know very well, which I will refer 
to fmther on ; and to say tlmt any <leficiency in 
the finances of the colony is owin'{ to the bilure 
of the Land Act, which has not ::tctually come 
into oper,.tion, is surely to presume on the 
ignorance or carelessness of his audience to a.n 
mnvarrantahle extent. The hon. gentleman, of 
course, objects to everything the Trea,,urer lms 
said ::tnd clone. He objects to his 'mticipations, 
he objects to his conclusions, he objects to 
his proposals, he objects to everything; and 
he began Ly renewing ttn objection he 1nade 
lr~st year to the mmmer of kee,ping accounts. 
Opinions may differ as to the hest '""Y of keeping 
account of those items which were formerly 
called surplus revenue, hut which were bst year 
called special appropriation, and were then pro­
posed to bede::tlt with by the Appropriation Act as 
they had never been dealt with before. As a 
m::ttter of law, up till last year, all what w::ts 
called the surplus revenue hpsecl on the 30th Sep­
tember, ::tlthough it has been the practice to .go on 
spending it as if it had been specifically appro­
pri::tted and turned into " trust fund. It will be 
necessary r~t some time to bring in an Act to in­
demnifyp::tst Colonial 'l'reasurersforthisunlawful 
appropriation. The Government found " sum of 
money to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue 
:Fund, and they left it there, hut they included 
in the Appropriation Act an authority to carry 
on the expenditure of th::tt money beyond the 
expimtion of the finr~ncial year. They did not 
take the monev out of the consolidated revenue, 
put it into r1 trust fund, and keep a sepamte 
account of it. There ::tre some reasons why that 
would he::tcnnvenient way of keeping the accounts, 
because when an arnount representing the savings 
of previous years is set ::tpart r~s " kind of extm 
expenditure not intended to be repeated in 
every subsequent year, it is convenient that it 
should he set aside, so that the ordinary expendi­
ture of the year might not r~ppear to be so hrgely 
increased. On the other hflncl, the result of keep­
ing the ::tccotmts in tlmt way was tlmt the balance 
of the consolidated revenue was not a true 
bala.nce. These sums, r~lthough we affected to 
trer~t them a;; not part of the consolidated 
revenue, were neYertheless part of the consoli­
dated re;~enue, and the halflnces which were repre­
sented as standing to the Hevenue A0c<mnt were 
really fictitious balances. The balflnces were 
very much greater than they were represented 
tu he, and we were contin"ally reducing them. 
So that each of these ways of keeping the 
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accounts has its advantages, and probably the 
best way would be to keep them in both ways; 
a table showing them one way should be followed 
by a table showing them the other way, and I 
shall suggest thnt to my hon. colleague the 
Colonial Trertsurer. One disadvantage of the 
change of systen1, of course, is that it breaks 
the continuity, and some explanation is needed 
to o<how how the accounts staml in comparison 
with preceding years. The result in the present 
year is this : It ctppe:ws that we have opent 
during· the twelve months of last fino,ncial year 
£2,81!!,000 while our revenue for the same period 
was only £2,720,000 that is, that we have spent 
£!!9,000 more than our income. But that is only 
apparent, 1Jecause \Ve have spent during that period 
a con~iderable mnount of sttvings of previous years, 
which we had set a;;ide for SJ•ecific purposes. 
So that instectd of the Uovernment having during 
the last ye:tr spent more than they got, in the 
ordinary sense which those words convev to any 
ordinary person, they, as a matter of fact, Bpent 
a good d•c::tl less tiHm they got. The ordinary ex­
pt~nclitureofthe Goverrnnentdtuingtheyear, attri~ 
lmtable to that year, was less than their revenue 
for the same period by some £23,000, atHl that not­
withstanding the unexpected and extraordinary 
demands which were made on the Trea~;ury for 
variou~;mattersto which I need notatthismornent 
refer, but which are C[Uite familiar to hem. mem­
bers and the country at large. The fact is that, 
leaving out of consideration the £310,000 which 
was specific,tlly appropriated at the beginning of 
last year out of savings we then had, the credit 
balance on the 30th June last was .£1GI,OOO 
a,; ag·ainst £134,000 twelve months before. 
Th:tt is the fact- during that period we 
actually increased the bal:tnce standing at 
the credit of the consolidated revenue by 
£:)3,000. \Yell, si>·, so much for this new 
\vn.y of keeping accounts. I think that, having 
regard to the extraordinary and unexpected 
expenditure I lmve referred to, and to the diffi­
culties the Government have had to contend with 
in common with every industry in the colony 
with a few exceptions, it is not to Le wondered 
at that there is not a larger surplus on the 
year's transactions. On the contrary, consider­
ing· the depression that has existed-con· 
sidering- the extremely unpropitious weather 
with which we have been afflicted for a much 
longer period than that year, the colony is to be 
congratulated that, at the end of the year, onr 
finances are in so good a condition. The hon. 
gentleman makes no allowance whatever for the 
season; it is all the fault of the Government. 
\V ell, sir, if under such diRadvantageous circu!n­
stances we can do so well, I can only say I should 
hke to have the opportunity of trying what we 
can do when we have seasons as propitious as 
most of those during which the hon. gentleman 
held the reins of government. If we can save 
money under worse circurnstances--

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWR.\ITH: SaYe 
money indeed ! 

The PRE:YIIER: I think we can hold as firm 
control over the expenditure of the C'llony as the 
hon. gentleman. And, as I shall have occa,ion 
to point out directly, if we had adopted the same 
rneans of raising nwney aR the hon. gentle1nan 
we might have had a sm·plus of nearly half-a­
ruillion by this tiine-so-called savings. But, be 
it borne in 1nintl, we have brought about these 
re.·mlts in spite of adYerse ;.;easons, and in spite 
of the unforeseen expenditure of a very hwge 
amount, whiLst we deliberately rejected a source 
of reYenue the hon. gentlerua.n 1·elied on during 
neal"ly the whole of his term of office-the 
squamlering of the pulllic estate. The hon. 
member SlHJke of that imagirutry surplus of 

£700,000 he left in the Treasury. I will give 
hon. members the ree1l figures about that 
directly. 

The Hoc>. Sin T. MriLWRAITH: So will I. 
The PREMIER: We shall see what that sur 

plwnvas; \V hat were the correct figures represent· 
ing it; and ali,o ho'>\7 it \Vas made up. But before 
referring to that, I shall deal with "ome smnller 
lJoint~ the hon. gentlenwn raised in hiH criticisntH 
at the commencement of his "l'eech. He called 
e1ttention to the bet that the Colonial Secret:ny',; 
Department, the Department of Public Instruc­
tion, and the Department of J·nstice had ex­
ceeded their estimates. That is quite true, ::tml 
it is trne fron1 circun1f:it::tnce;o; oYer \vhich practi­
cally the Government had no control. In the C'olo­
ninl Secretary\; DeJ•a>tment the extra expenditure 
\vas incurred n1ostly in connection \vithcontingeu­
cies for the police, cansed by the extraordinary 
cost of forage flnd 1naintenn,nce of the police 
owing to the bad sea,;;on in the interior; and 
the expenditure for pulllic defence. There 
was also >en extra expenditure on account of 
stor~tr-3. Those w~re the n1ain itmns, and 
over them the Uovermnent had no more 
control than they have over the weather, 
unless they were prepared to sacrifice the 
efficiency of the departments by refusing to spend 
the money. \Vhat sort of economy would 
tlutt Le? I think no one would attempt to 
justify such economy as thn.t. As to the 
expense of the Department of J nstice, that was a 
n1atter over "\vhich, again, the Govern1nent hatl 
absolutely no control. The rates paid to jurors 
and witnesses are fixed by bw ami have to be 
paid. If there were more jumrs :end more 
\\'itnesE;es called, or if they cmne front longer 
distances to criminal b·ials which took place 
during the yertr, surely that is not a matter for 
which the Government can be blamed. They 
had to pay the money; or they might have 
adopted the other course, and allowed the crimi­
nals to go unpunished. They declined to do 
that, and conseC[uently there was an excess of 
expenditure over the estinmte in that particular. 
\Vith respect to the very l:trg-e increase in the 
Department of Public Instruction, that arose 
principally-ahnost entirely-from the numLer 
of new schools that were required. 'l'hat is 
a matter oyer which the GoYernment, in one 
sense, can hold a firm hand. They can, if 
they please, say, " Here is a vote of £20,000 
for new schools. It is true there are children 
in all parts of the colony of proper school 
age to warrant the opening of new schools ; 
and it is true the residents hnve subscribed their 
proportion of the cost of Luilding the schools ; 
but Parliament has not voted the money. Let your 
children remain uneducated, and let your schools 
remain unbuilt, until the money is voted next 
year." But that is nut the w:ty in which the 
department has been administered since it was first 
established ten years ago, and I trust it will not be. 
The increase in that department has been owing 
entirely to the increased mm1 ber of children in the 
centres of population where schools were required, 
and which the Government did not feel justified 
in refnsing. IZ.nowing the terr1per of this House 
with respect to education, they did not feel 
justified in telling the people that they mn~;t 
w:tit until the Estimates for 11ext year were voted 
before they would get their schools established. 
Those n,re the reasons for the excess of expen­
diture- in thoRe depa.rtJnents, and onr cri tieR, -who 
have attacked the Government for not kceving 
a firm hand oyer the expenditure in thoce 
devn.rtments, are just c:s well aware of them as I 
am. The criticism directed to that snLject htts 
been extremely unfair. \Ye have sins enough to 
rtlt'nvor for, arid when 've are accuRed of thc:ii1 we 
shall m:tke the best answer we can, but we have not 
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been guilty of any sins with reference to this. 
'l'he hon. gentleman talks of large " permanent 
increases." I will refer to that when I say what 
I have to say on the subject of extravagance­
extrn,vagance in the framing of the Estinuttes and 
in the expenditure of money. He says there is 
a large decrercse of permanent revenue. The hon. 
gentlenutn semns to beincapnbleof looking further 
>thee~d than twelve months at the outside. He 
says he r>ees a permanent decrease in the land 
rcYelnw. So there iR~in the revenue arising 
from the alienation of lane!, which I trust will be 
permanent and perpetual. There is no doubt a 
temporary decrease in the land revenue, and the 
hon. gentleman refers to it to show the inca­
p>1city of the Treasurer and the incapacity 
of the Government. No doubt the revenue 
derived from the Land Act of 1884 does not 
by any means come up to the amount placed on 
the Treawrel"s Eiltimates for last year. Surely 
the hon. gentlerna.n hm; a f:hort n1e1nury, <;r 
thinks we have! Does he not remember' that 
thme Estimates were framer! before the I"and Bill 
"'"'' introdnced; that when they were prepared 
the ~~et was expected to come into opemtion on 
the 1st January, and thatunderittherewould hnve 
been seiection before survey? Has he forgotten 
that aftertheJi:stimates were introduced, and after 
the 'rreasurer's Budget Speech was delivered, 
this Honse determined to sub,titute the prin­
ciple of survey before selection for selection 
before survey, and also postponed the com­
mencement of the Act from the 1st J ann­
>try to the 1st March? Any 'lensible man 
can see that under those circumstances the 
revenue put down under entirely different 
circumstances could not be expected to be 
realised -and it was not realised. There is 
nothing to be ashamed of in that. The hon. 
gentleman then referred to what he called a 
deficit of £170,000 on this year's tran,actions­
m1 estimated deficit. The hon. gentleman does 
use words in such afnnny way. The Colonial Trea­
surer estimate" a deficiency of .£23, 000. \V e ha\ e 
in hand now £167,000 of savings, and we propose 
to spend of these savings .£150,000 for purposes not 
forming part of the ordinary year's expell<liture. 
This is the proper wcty to talk about the deficit : 
You have £1G7,000 of savings in hand, of which 
you are going to spend £150,000 for extraordinary 
]JUrposes; the result will be that you will only 
have £17,000 left of your savings to go against a 
deficiency of £23,000. That way of "'or king 
out the sum shows a deficit at the end of the 
year of £G,OOO-not £170,000, as the hem. 
gentleman says. But he works the sum out in 
such a curious way, just as if he were to say 
that a man having £100,000 in his bank and 
spending £120,000 would be left with a deficit of 
£120,qoo. I know figures may be made to l'roYe 
anythmg, but when the hon. gentleman makes 
£G,OOO into an imaginary £170,000, it shows that 
financiers of even the highest reputation must 
have their figure'' carefully looked into. 

Mr. ARCHER: \Vas the whole of this 
£107,000 saved dnring the present year? 

The PREMIER : \V e propose to spend during 
the year more than we expect to get from 
revenue, and we intend to take £150,000 for 
~hat from the savings of past years. \V e 
mtend to take a much greater amount still from 
the money we have borrowed, which the hon. 
gentleman mig·ht as well call a deficit as call the 
expenditnre out of savings a deficit. Then the 
hon. gcntlen1an told us \Ve were going in for 
excessive taxrction-not referring to the proposed 
adclitwnal taxation, but to the existing forms 
of taxation-and said it was a deplorable thing, 
and that Queensland was the heaviest taxed 
colony in Australia. As a matter of fact the 
colony is not as heavily taxed per head as it 

was when the hon. gentleman was at the head 
of affairs. \V as it deplorable then ? If it was 
why did he not reduce it'! The mere fact of 
taxation often shows rather the prosperity of a 
country than otherwise, and our taxation-the 
Customs revenue, for the revenue from public 
works and services cannot be ealled taxation 
-does not press hardly on anyone in the 
colony. 'rhe hon. gentleman next referred to 
excessive expeiHliture on the Defence Force, which 
he said was permanent. I will defer what I have 
to stcy on that question until I 1leal with the 
general question of extravagance. Then he 
passed on to the subject of the floating of the 
loa.n, abont which he 1nade sorno rather ;;;trange 
statements. He said, first of all, that it had not 
been opposed in England to any serious extent ; 
and he a,lso accused rne of having had so1nething 
to d0 with trying tn prevent the floating of his 
loan in 187!J and 1880. I challenged the hon. 
gentlernan to give rne the name of his inforn1ant, 
which he very wisely declihed to do. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH: I did 
not. I said the letters were written by a party 
who gave the hon. member as his authority for 
all the statements he made. 

The PRK\UER: I should like the man's 
name. Can the hon. gentleman give it? 

The Hox. SIR T. MciLWRAITH: Yes; 
but I cannot give it from memory. 

The PRKCIIIER: As a matter of fact I was 
not in England when any loan was floated, or 
had any communication with anyone in England, 
or from here to :England, or with anyone what­
ever in connection with the floating of that loan. 
The first portion of the loan of 1879 was floated 
when the hon. gentleman was in England, and 
the rest of it was floated in 1881 after the h1m. 
gentleman and I had both returned to this 
colony; and no Cjuestion had occurred with 
respect to the floating of it while I was in 
England. I should like to know the name of 
this person, because it is very hard to con­
tradict a statement made by an unknown 
accuser. I should like to know who he is, and 
what information I am said to have given him. 
The attempt.•, to damage the last loan, there can 
be no doubt, were deliberately made by persons 
who did not want the scheme of government at 
present adopted in this colony to succeed-per­
sons who think they can manage our business for 
us better than we c:m do it ourselves-the same 
people 'vho a little while ago were 1naking a 
claim to be reconped the money they had ex­
pended in inquiring whether they could 
profitably exploit the colony of Queensland. 
\Vhen I say people who think they can manage 
our affairs better than ourselves, I mean the 
people who want to make our railways for us. 
The lettHs that were circulated in England 
eviclently came from one source, because they 
arc almost copies of one another, and I think 
they bear upon the face of them intrinsic evi­
dence that the information was supplied from 
Queensland for the purpose of being made use of in 
England. I do not think that the extracts from 
the Treasurer's speech would have been likely to 
have been selected so carefully as they were or 
circulated in so many different places unless 
special attention had been drawn to them from 
outside England. That is my own conclusion. 
There is every reason to believe that these 
attacks upon our loan did not conw from the 
brokers, or fron1 persons interested in reducing 
the price of the loan ; ancl it is a singular fact, 
1\Ir. Fraser, that, notwithstanding- those efforts, 
onr loan was a very great success in n1ore 
ways than one, and particularly in this: that 
nearly all the subscribers to that loan were 
men who subscribed for themselves; they 
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were not brokers buying to sell again, as 
might hnve been expected would hlL1·e been 
the, result if the lLttern pts thltt were made to 
injme the loan had been made by men who were 
endeavouring to "beitr" the n1arket, so as to be 
able to buy ttt a low price. In fact, the greater 
part of the loan was absorbed first hand ; that is 
to say, by people who intended to keep the in­
\'c,tment when they had got it. That, I think, is 
a very unnsua.l thing with colonial loans, bemtuse 
we have often heard as a rr,ctson why a particular 
coloniccl loan should not he floated that the 
previous loan had not yet been put off by the 
people-the middlemen who bought in the first 
instance. That is tt matter upon which, I think, 
we can congratulate oun.;elves-that our loan 
was taken up almost entirely by men who 
honght it to keep. \Vith rm;pect to the state­
ment the hon. member u,ade that the Bank of 
Engla.nd 1na.de no offer to advance us 1noney, 
here are the papers. The hon. gentleman quoted 
a partienhr portion of one of those paperN ; ]Jnt 
there was a previous paper, sir, that he did not 
read-a letter, dated 1Iarch 11, from the Ag,ent­
Ueneml to tlw Colonial Treaenrer-pat(e 2 ~f the 
return, ~o. 7, in which he says:-

"I hav~ seen the ~overnor, Ucpnty goYernor, :md 
ehicf ea~hier ot' the Rank of Englaucl HC\"cral time:s npon 
the qnestion of bringing out our loan, and imvres~cd 
upon them the dc:;ire that 'Ye should not 1JC forcf..tal1ecl 
by alP~- of the other colonies. The\· ha;·e been nn:mi­
uwns in advbing in tllc strongest, terms agninst any 
loan by {-luecnsland under vresent ciremnstauccs. 
'And eveu,' they say, 'if we kne\v the other colonies 
would be before us our advice would be the same.' 
* * * * * * * 'l'he Dank of }~ng·lmHl Ra~r, if at all 
llCCdf'nl, tllCY would nhvays help 11;0; by advaneh, etc. 
I lmve stated that this is not reqnired. and that the 
money is not at onee wanted, our only desire bejng: not 
to mis~ the earlim;t eh:mee whieh others are s1u1'' to 
avail themselves of. ~ * * * l may say that there 
are those at work here \vho \VOuld be only too glad Lo 
see a failure or.~nr." 
That is the first we heard of it, and then, when 
that letter arrived here and the danger of war 
was. great, and the bank \Ye re pre3sing their 
adv1ce not to go on the market at once, •I 
telegraphed to the Agent-General and asked him 
what amount the bank would lot us have. That 
is the history of the matter. The statement of 
the offer of the bank communicated in ::\fr. 
Garrick's letter was ;1s unexpected by the Gov­
ernruent as it was gratifying to thetn. So 1nuch 
for that, Mr. Fmser. The next l"oint the hon. 
gentleman adverted to was some praise of his 
own financial administration or that of his 
Govemment, and he told us that extraordinary 
story th:1t when he left the Treasm·y there 
was a cash balance of £700,000 there. I 
suppose the people he told that to, at Bnnda­
berg, thought it \vas very surprising \vhere 
the money was all gone, and that there 
had been an extraordinary amount of extra­
vagance displayed by the succeeding Govern­
ment. Of course, the facts are not so. I have no 
doubt the figureR the hon. gentlen1an gave us arc 
correct-that on the 31st October there was 
,£G91,000 cash balance in the Tre:csury, and 
that on the 30th November that had increased 
to £777,000. I apprehend that resnlt may 
be found, if not in such large figures, at tl1e 
end of almost any year. But on the 31st 
necember we have to meet the half-year's 
interest on our lo'1ns, and in that year the amount 
that had to be paid on the 31st' December was 
£3,19,000. I think if a man has a balance at his 
bank, and has also a huge quantity of out­
standing cheques, he can SC\'1,rcely say he h:~s n. 
surplus represent, cl by the amount th::tt nominally 
stands to his credit at the bank That amom1t 
of £3-I!J,OOO had to be )'aid on the 31st December, 
and if we take that from the £777.000 we find 
there was £-138,000 only. Remember, also, that 
at that time the pastoral rents, which were paicl 
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in September, had just come in. That is the 
time of the year when there is the largPst sum 
in the Treasury. The hon. gentleman, when he 
stated the fact that there wa'' £700,000 or there­
abouts in the Treasm·y, might have let his 
audience know-if he die! not wish them to mis­
nnderstandhim and draw erroneous conclusions­
these other facts. There is a! ways a large sum 
at that time of the year in the Treasnry, and 
against that has, to be set the interest accruing 
on the loan at the en<l of the vear. If the hon. 
gentlmnan wishes to boast ~bont his financinJ 
administration let us inquire for a moment how 
this balance was made up, and when the lwn. 
gentleman talked afterwards, on the same 
occasion, of how this amount had been dissi­
]Jated, we must 1·emember how it really was 
clissipflted. In the first place, of that so·calle<l 
surplns of £438,000-the difference between 
£777,000 an<l £349,000-£310,000 Wl1S appropriated 
under special appropriation, anLl was taken out 
of that, having actually a balance to go on with 
of £128,000, which balance now stands at £1G7,000; 
so that we do not appear to have done so badly, 
notwithstanding the ad verse sea,;rnlS. But 
let us consider how this so-called surplus was 
made up. I wish hon. gentlemen and the 
country generally to know this, becanse it is 
very ituportant and is an indication of a very 
distinct difference between the policy of the 
present Government and that of their prede­
cessors. During the time the hon. gentleman 
was in power he put into the consolidated 
revenue £382,000 from the Railway Reserves 
:Fund, a trust fund which had been raised by 
extraordinary Nales of land, especially for the 
purpose of railway construction--,£382, 000-a 
sum almost sufficient to absorb all that balance. 
But that is not all. During the three years of his 
administmtion, before the 30th .Tune, 1883, they 
realised by auction and pre-emption £580,000. 
That was by the alienation of the capital of the 
colony. If we add together these land sales 
and the money taken from the Railway ReserYes 
lcun<l, there will be £!170, 000. That is where the 
money came from. As a matter of fact, if the 
ordinary aventge rate of raising nwney from land 
sales had been preserved while the hon. gentle­
man was in office he would have left a large 
deficit on his whole administration. Giving him 
credit for raising half that amount-say £100,000 
a year, which wonld have been a fair average 
for land sales-it would have left him alJout 
,£()70,000 raised hy extraordinary means. If we 
choose to have recourse to shnilar rneans we can 
always show a big surplus easily. But we prefer 
not to discount the future. \Ve look further 
ahead a.nd do not regard it as a 'vise thing to 
try and show a large surplus every year by any 
means, however reprehensible. \Ve wish to place 
the finances of the colony upon a sonnd basis 
and not to srtnander the lands of the colony for 
the purpose of >1 temporary financial convenience. 
Those are the facts with regard to the imaginary 
balance of £700,000. Then the hon. gentleman 
referred to the Land Act. The Land Act, as I 
have already pointed out, is not yet actually in 
operation, and yet the hon. gentleman says that 
after it has been in operation for two years there 
i:; t1n increased expenditure under it, and the 
policy of the Government has failed. The answer 
to that is that the Act has not been in operation 
for two years. It has not been in operati 'Jl1 at all yet, 
in any intelligible sense. It is nominally in opera­
tion ; but it is only just beginning to come into 
operation as a source of revenue, and to say that 
there is increased expenditure-why of course 
there i'. How are we to divide the runs in the 
colony, and how can land be surveyecl before 
selection \Yithout O'<pense ? If a man lmilds 
a house there is necessarily an increase 
in his expendittJre before there is t1ny return, 
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Of course, you cannot let a house until you 
have built it-you must spend your money 
before you g·et any return. So the expenditure 
we have to make is necessary expenditure that 
will not increase. The expenditure for the divi­
sion of runs is purely a temporary expenditure. 
The provision for the surwy of selections is not a 
temporary expenditure, but it is on0 \vhich will 
be recouped year by year hy the repayment of 
the amount of the cost of survey which the 
selector will pay when he makes his selection. 
The hon. member knows that perfectly well. It 
is not a dislmrsement at all, realh·-it is an 
advance which will be immediately returned. So 
much for the incrcaRed expenditure in the Lands 
Department. The hon. gentleman knows there 
must be such an increase at .the present tinw. 
There cannot be the slightest doubt that after two 
or three years the revenue under the Act will 
be large and continually increasing, because 
the revenue every year from new selections will 
be an addition to that of the preceding yeltr, 
with a small adclitional expemliture which can 
scarcely to be taken into ::tccount. I do not think 
we are too sanguine if \\~e Ray that the revenue 
that may be expected to be derived from the Land 
Act after it has been in oper"tion for a few year' 
will be suftlciont to cover the interest upon the 
ten-million loan. I believe in three vtars-at 
::my rate, by the time that loan is raised-the 
additional revenue from the land nnder the Land 
Act, in addition to the revenue that woultl have 
been derivecl if it had not been passed, will be at 
least equal to the £400,000 interest upon that 
loan. It is idle to say the revenue is not yet 
received, \Ve know it will be received. To 
quote words, not much known, but used by 
Lord Lytton, "The man who appeals to pos­
terity must not be impatient of the verdict." 
\Ve do not exactly appeal to posterity, but 
the scheme will take three or fnur years to 
work out, and until they have ebpsed it is idle 
to pronounce the verdict. \Vithont referrin~ to 
matters of detail to which thehon.memberrefer:;,ed, 
I pass now to the charge of extravagance brought 
against the Governrnent; a charge which it is 
easy to make and easy to prove, if there are any 
grounds ; easy also to disprove, if grounds do not 
exist. Here are the Estimates. I do not pro­
pose to deal with them in det::til, but to cttl! 
attention briefly to the items of increased expen­
diture, to see 'vhere the extra.vagance is, because 
I take it it is not extravagant to keep public 
departments in a state of efficiency. It 
may be parsimony-that is not the exact 
word-to allow a man's house to fall into such 
a condition that he can get no rent, rather 
than spend the necessary money on its repair. 
It seems to me to be the opposite of extravagance, 
but extremely bad management at the same 
time. If a man puts a house into necessarv 
repair to get a rent it is not extravagant ; indeed, 
it may be wise to borrow money for the purpose ; 
but if he goes in for luxuriously rlecorating it in 
such a manner that it will not produce an increased 
rent, that may justly be called extrava~ance. 
Now, let us examine these items of increased ex­
penditure. One large item occurs in the schedule-­
municipalities and divisional boards: there is an 
increase of £30,000, but where is tlw extrava­
gance? \Ve could hav0 avoided that l1y 
proposing to reduce the subsidies payable to 
divisional boards and municipalities, but \VC do 
not propose to do so, because we believe it wise, in 
order to encourage self-government and develop 
the cm m try, that the subsidies should be ]J'tid. 
They are payablR under the law relating to locrcl 
governn1ent, and that involve.;;;, in conse(IUence of 
the increased value of ratable properties, and the 
increase in rates on ·which G-overnn1ent endow~ 
ment is pair], an increase to the extent of £30,000. 
The next large increase is in the rmblic debt, bnt 

that is not a matter on which the Government 
can be charged with extmvagrmce, because they 
have to rne~t the amount to be paid. The next 
item is £7,000, put down for the expenses of 
members of this House. That, I do not think, 
is a, matter which can properly be characterise<! 
as extrn,vagance. \Vhether it i~ goo<l policy 
or not ii; another nmtter altogether, but it i,; 
a nmtter of policy and not a <tne;;tion of extmva­
g·auce in w·hich the Govenuneut Citll exerci...::;e 
control by paring down expenditure. Then we 
come to the Colonial Secretary's Department, 
to which the hon. member specially alluded. 
There is an increase of about .£47,000, and I will 
notice the la.rge~t iten1s in \•olving thi"' increru-;e. 
For the l{egistmr-General's Depar·tment there 
is an increase of £12,000, but that is made 
up, an1ong other things, of an iteut of £5,000 
for the ccirsus which is to be taken during- this 
financial year. It will cost all that, if not more, 
before the 1st J nly ; that will be the propor­
tion to be paid before the 1st July. The census 
is boulHl to be carried out unless we are prepared 
to a,k the House not to have the census taken 
next year, but that would surely be folly. \Ye 
know that the redistribution of electorate,, is 
neces.sary, aml the only hasi'' on which rmlistri­
bution cn,u take place itl a census. If \Ve \Vere so 
poor that \Ye cnuld not afford the money required 
for a cen~u::; next year, there ~tre Rpecial reaHons 
whv on this occasion \Ye should seck smne other 
means for reducing· the expenditure of the colony 
than by suspending the taking of the census. 
'l'he increase under the head of '' 11egistrar of 
Titles" is only an apparent increase, because it 
is a ne\v depart1nent, a,nd last yeal' the ttlnonn t':i' 
were voted for nine months, while now they 
are reqnired for the whole year. There is no 
unjustifiable increase in the dqmrtment itself. 
1J ndcr the heading "Police" there is <:Ln increase 
of £11,000, and there yon may say there is an 
opportunity for economy. So there is in one 
seme, but it can only be secured at the cost of 
efficiency. Settlement is increflsing all oYer the 
colony, and there is the greatest difficulty in 
exerciHing econmny to the extent of keeping the 
expenditure within its present limits. \V e 
propose to ask for fifty additional constables for 
place< in different parts of the colony, and 
they will by no means meet the demands 
continually made for additional police protection. 
In the northern ami north-western portions of 
the colony, as settlement increase8, aclditional 
police protection is especially necesRary, and I 
think it is impo&sible to secnre the efficiency of 
the department without at least the additional 
expenditure asked for. In the Colonial Stores 
there is an incren,se of about £3,000, rendered 
necessary for the same reasons, because the 
departments supplied by the stores- police, 
gaols, and so on-are increasing in 1n~tgnitude 
with the increase of the population of the colony. 
Nothing can be done in the way of reducing the 
expenditure of thi:3 department, because yon 
cannot keep the men without clothes and food ; 
these are expenses over which the Government 
have no control, except to the extent of seeing 
that there is no waste ; and th::tt control is 
exerci'·:ed. 'ro object to this increase is only to 
shnw a wnnt of knowledge of the real circum­
stances of the colony. 'l,here iR a. large increase 
under the item for the Defence Force, which I do 
not propose to discus,; at length. \V e know th::~t 
during the present year there has been an exhibi­
tion of the moRt laudable spirit on the part of the 
inhabitants of the colony to enrol themselves in 
the force so as to become qualified for the defence 
of the colonv. The Estimates under this head, 

, passed last )-ear, were for only a portion of the 
I year, and since then the services of corps have 
, been offered in all pttrts of the colony ; an <I if 

the Government nnder the circumstances which 
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existed in the ei1rly part of this year had set them­
sol vcs to discourage the formation of corps of the 
Defence Ji'orce n,nd Volunteer Corps they would 
hn,ve laid themsel vcs open not only to the 
reprob11tion but to the contempt of the whole 
colony, n,ml the other colonies n,s well. The 
expenditure has been devised on the most cn,re­
ful aml ec,momical scale consistent with the 
existence of the corps who hn,ve nfferetl their 
services to the Government, and which the Gov­
ernlnent under the uircun1stnnces ,,·ere bonnd 
to n,ccept. It is possible th>1t not all the 
money mav he required, but if the Defence 
l<'nrce is to be kept in :t stnte of efficiency the 
expenditure will be required, and I should he 
sorry to see it diminii"hecl. "With respect to the 
l\Iarine "Force there is also an increase. The 
runount granted last year was for only six 
n1onthH, whereas the s1un set down now is for 
twelve months. In the item "Charit.cble Allow­
ances" there is an increase of about ±:8,000, but 
that is an item in which very few members of the 
Committee will s:Ly thflt the Gtwermnent ought to 
FxercL,e economy, or in regard to which they will 
charge the Government with extravagance. I fear 
thn.t when th~ EstimateR are being cli13cnssed, 8\) far 
frmn hPing HO charged, they will, on the con~ 
tr~ry, be charged with having sho\vn a \Vant of 
appreciation of the demands of various places in 
the colony where charitable institutionb exist. 
So much for the increases in the Colonial Secre­
tm-y's Department. In the Department of 
J nstice there is an inCl·oase, conHisting ahnost 
entirely of additional expenses of trials, in conse­
C[nence of the larg·er numher of criminfll cflses 
and the neceRsary expenscH of witnesses and 
jurors ; and these are iterns in which ec.onon1y 
crmnot l1e exercised, becrtm'e the mtes of 
expenditure in such cases are fixed by la"-· 
In the Department of Public Instruction 
there is a large increase, consisting nw.inly 
of increases for teachers and buildings. There 
is an increase in the number of teachers, other 
than provisional teachers, in the employment 
of the tlepmtment, of 143, and the salnries of 
these teacherR are fixed l1y regulations made 
under the Education Act. 'l'he increased ex­
penditure for these salariPs is £13,500. That is 
an itern npon \Vhich the Gnvernn1ent C:111not 
be charged \Vith extravagance, unlec,;:-; the 
persons who a.Cr':lu;e then1 of extravagance 
are prepared to ""Y tlmt the Government 
ought to recluce the ,alaries of the teachers, or 
render the schools less efficient by reducing the 
number of the teachers--a position which is not 
likely to !Je bken up by any member in this Com­
mittee. These are matters upon which the Gov­
ennnent cannot be charged with extravn.gance, 
any more than the Government of Great Britccin 
can be charged with extravagance for the neces~ 
sary ;;te]>S taken by them for the defence of 
the Empire. \Vith respect to buildings, an 
increase of £10,000 is asked for. \Yhy? 
]lecause numerous buildings are required, W' 

there have been two or three nnnwally large 
schools in abeyance for a considerable time to­
wards which the inhabitants of the localities have 
snbscribed their necessary quota, and the Govern­
lnent are oblige<! to carry out the 'vorks nnless 
they are prepared to propose the repeal of the 
provisions of the Education Act-a course of 
action which the present Uovernment n,re 
certainly not prepn,red to take. These are 
matters upon which, as the laws exist, the 
Government cannot avoid expenditure. In 
the Treasury Department there are also some 
increases, but they are mostly small rrmtters. 
I challenge careful investigation of them, aJHl 
it will be seen they nro matters upon which 
the Government conld not cut down the expen­
diture without reducing the efficiency of the 
service. The work of the depn,rtment is increas-

ing, a.nd you cannot get 1nore n1en, more vessels, 
more lighthouses and lightships, or more 
vessels employed in the pilot service without 
more expenditure. You cannot secure these 
things without paying for them, and the increased 
trade and shipping of the colony demand this 
expenditure. In the matter of what may be 
cA,1led extravagant increases, in giving extrn. 
pay to men already well paid or appointing 
officers where they are not required-nothing of 
that kind will be found throughout the ]~stimates. 
In the Department of Public Lands there are of 
conrRe increa-ses arising, as I have already said, 
through the necessity of bringing the La,nd Act 
of 1884 into operation. Bnt most of these 
expenses, such as the expenses of survey, will 
be recouped, and I look upon many of them in the 
light of advances which will almost immerlia tely 
be repaid. In the \Vorks Department, again, 
it n1ay be Rttid, "Here is t:xtravagn,nce." \V ell, 
J do not know where the extravagance comes in. 
There is a rliminution in the amount for buildings 
fr,nn ±:80,000 to £G7,000. Of course it may be 
bedel, " All these buildings should be left out 
;md we would thus save £G7,000." So they might 
in one sense, but the buildings set clown only 
represent an extremely small proportion of those 
asked for. ]<;,·erv one of them is necessary. 
Some of the hnild;ngs are falling down thronfih · 
the rava;;es of the white ants, and n,re in 
snch a condition that they may he blown 
away by the first gale of wind ; and it would 
be but poor economy not to carry out such 
works as these. I do not think there are any 
items here upon which the Government can 
fairly be charg·ed with extraYagance. In the 
Railway Department there are, of course, addi­
tions. You cannot maintain 200 miles of rail­
way for the same cost as 100 miles. You cannot 
employ thirty engine-drivers at the same expense 
as twenty. The only way in which yuu can exercise 
economy there is by reducing· the number of men 
or their salaries. I am not familiar my,,elf with the 
working of the ltailway Department now, but I 
know that there are not any more men there than 
are wn,nted. Y on must either dismiss the men aml 
have the work done inefficiently, or you must 
reduce their oalaries. I do not think we have yet 
arriYed at such n, position that it is necessary to 
hike such steps. There might be circumstances 
under which a general reduction of salaries would be 
necei\snry, but before taking ~uch a step the (~ov­
ernment are bound to look round and see whether 
some better course c~tnnot be adopted. There is 
an increased expenditure in connection with the 
Postal and Telegmph Devartment to the amount 
of about £7,000, but this increttse is altogether 
and entirely owing to the expansion of the colony, 
and is not in any way due to extravag·;mce. The 
charbe of extravagance is 0a.sily 1nade, and it i_~ 
easily proved if there is any ground for it, but I 
challenge hon. members to look through these 
E~tin1atp-~, and the iten1s of increase I have 
mentioned, and say whether they n,re not 
absolutely necessary for one or other of the 
re::csons I have referred to. The first 
thing the Government have to do is to find 
out how much money must be spent for 
the efficient conduct of the Public Service. 
H;cving ascertained that, the next thing they 
htwe to do is to see what sources of revenue 
thev have to meet it. I hold it is the duty of every 
Uovernment to make both ends meet, and so 
long a::; a Governrnent of a country keepR its 
expenditure within its revenue there is little 
fear of its going wrong. Once a Governn1ent 
adopts the opposite course, their position 
becomes very serious, as may be seen from the 
Btnte of sorne of the neighbouring colonieH. 
Ji'irst of all, we had to see what is the least 
we mn expend to insure the efficient conduct 
of the Public Service. At the present juncture, 
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as we all know, we have been suffering from 
circumstances which I needuot enter upon, but 
with which we are all thoronghly acquainted ; 
and it was especially necessary' foi· the Govern­
n1ent to see, undel' these circnn1Rtances, \V hat lVaH 
the least amount they could ask for the efficient 
cnntluctof the Public Service. Having ~L8certained 
tha.t it waR necessary to ascerb-tin \\'hat revenue 
1night be expected under existing cir<..;tun~;tances 
-and the Government found that the revenue to 
be anticipated was slightly less than thenecessmy 
expenditure-it was then their duty to see in 
what way they could make up the difference. 
Not being able to make it up by reduction of 
expenditnre, it becmue a qncstion -with then1 as 
to how they would do it. \V ell, they might do 
as a great n1any people 1night do, knowing· that 
for two years the colony has been in a state of 
great depression, and might say-" \Vhy not 
trust to the future? Let the ba<l years gone by 
be set. off against the good years cmuing­
trust, 111 fact, to timnething to turn up." 

Mr. MOREHEAD : A :m~.ctwber policy. 
The PR~~}IH~R: Yes; a Micawber policy; 

but it must be remembered that we have not gut 
any trust funds to lay our h>tnds upon as our 
predecessors had ; they lair! their h>tnds upon 
trust funds under silnilar circuuu:;;tancef.l. Nor do 
we believe it right to lay our hands upon om 
capital and squander that as our predecessors 
did. One of these sources was not open to us, 
because there were no trust funds-they were 
gone. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Then yon mean you 
would have taken them if they were there? 

The PREMIER : They were all gone; nor 
would we have taken them if they were there. 
The other source was open to us if we thong·ht it 
right to take advantage of it, but we did not. 
Or we might have said, "\Ve have got a ct>sh 
balance of £167,000, and if it is reduced to 
£100,000 by the end of the year it will not hurt us." 
On the other hand, it was necessary for us to 
provide for the extra expenditure nece"'ary for 
the works mentioned in the Estimates of special 
appropriation, and I hold myself, unlessithere are 
reasons for the contrary, that each year's income 
should balance each year's expenditure. Under 
these circumstances it became desirable to see how 
we could best raise additional revenue. V r~rious 
ctnswers might be given to that, but I think that 
under the existing circumstances in the colony 
some taxation may fairly he aBked for. \V e 
have put forward what the hon. gentleman calls 
a most pitiful fiscaJ policy. \V ell, sir, taxation on 
spirits, machinery, timber, and beer may well, I 
think, be compared for grandeur and importance 
with a tax upon acids, leather, boats and screws, 
tallow and stearine, which constitut.ed the fiscal 
policy of the late Government during one year of 
their term of office. I do not want to challeuge 
compctrison with that policy, which was about as 
small a thing as e\~er went through a Pttrliament. 
But that is neither here nor there. These are 
the items that we propose to tax. Is there any­
thing- objectionable in them? \Vlmt items may 
more fairly be taxed than items of luxury such 
as spirits and beer? Is there any reason why 
beer should not be taxed? Of course we knew 
the hon. gentleman would tell us that it was 
the working man's beverage, but I think the 
working man knows as much about it as the 
hon. gentleman can tell him. I do not know 
that the working man confines himself to 
colonial beer ; and we know that English beer, 
which some men prefer to colonial beer, has 
to pay a duty of 9cl. per gallon. Formerly the 
<lnty was Gel. per gallon, but the amount was 
increa,ed to 9d. in the year 1870. At that time 
there was only one brewery in the colony, and 
it was no doubt a very good thing for the 

brewery to have a differential duty of 9d. per 
gallon in its favour. Bnt there are ft ~Teat 
n1any uwre brew·erieH no\V-E.annething- over a. 
dozen, I belieYe. If they still get a cliffereHtircl 
duty of Gel. per gallon in their favour I <lo not 
think they ha,·e very much to complain of. 
I, for n1v own part, rna.inb1in that beer, just iLK 
11111Ch as wine, SlJirits, and tobacco, is a very 
proper thing frlnn which to rai;-;e revenue, 

Mr. MOHEH~~AD: \Vhat abuut tea? 

The PRJDIIJU~: I am under the impression 
that we do raise a revPnue fron1 tea. It seems to 
1110 that no very Berious complaint can be nuu:ie 
at the people of this colony being aske< l to pc<y 
aR high a duty on spirit::; as is paid in N e\v 
South \Vales nncl Victoria, and less tlwn in the 
other colonies. I do not think the people will 
consider that any hardship. As to the a<h·is­
ability of dit-3couraging the nHtnufactnre of nnn, 
of course, in the cnse of people who think that 
spirits shoul<l not be made at all, another 
argun1ent cornc,-; in. I confes.;;;, however, thnt 
I do not see why, while spirits are >tllowed 
at all, such a 'large rrur~ntity of nmteri>1l 
as now goes to waste should not be u;-;ed 
in the lllanufactnre of RlJirits when wo can 
get a larger revenue hy preventing the~m 
8Ubsta .. nces being \Yasted. \Ve used to export 
a large quantity of spirits when there wa£ a 
differential excise duty. As to the stores of 
labels to which reference ha" be,,n made, I 
fancy the larg·est stores existed in Sydney, whet·e 
bottling was carried on to a much larger extent 
than here-where it W'-IS c,wried on princi­
pally by one person, whose enterprise came 
to an untimely encl. I coufe><s I do not gee 
that the hon, gentleman has use<l any strong 
argun1ent against the propo~al of the Govern­
rnent, unless it is that he wisheH to dit-3courage the 
manufacture of spirit,; in the colony altogether, 
which seemed to be the dl'ift of hi,; argu­
lnent. The hon. gentle1nan, however, is very 
peculiar in that way ; sometimes he poses as a 
pl'otectionist and at another time he <loes not 
mind objecting to anything tlmt has the effect of 
protection. l do not know t.hnt it makes any 
difference whether a mn,n calls himself a protec­
tionist or not. I think the distiuction between 
a freetrader mtd a pl'Otectionist is of very little 
importance in Queensland and in many other 
parts of the world. \Vhat we have to consider 
is whether the duty proposed is a desirable 
one in itself, and it appears to me that 
the item of spirits is the very first thing to 
lay hands upon for r~n increase of revenue. 
Beer is in very much the same position­
it is entirely a luxury. As to saying that 
the tax will come out of the pocket of the 
consumer, I do not think it will. Threepence 
a ga,llon iR less than a farthing per gla88, anti 
the profits of the business are so large, aml 
colonial beer has such an advantag·e over 
English beer by the differential duty, that 
I am quite sure the price will not be raise<!. 
If it is, probably the working man, to whom the 
hon. gentleman has referred, will drink Jonglish 
beer instead, which is at the present time sold at 
the same price as colonial beer. I do not think 
the price of English beer is going to he raiHed 
by putting a duty on colonial beer. Y 0\y, with 
respect to the dut~· on timber, that was dtscussed 
pretty fully when we were discussing the Timber 
R,cgulations the other day, and I do not think 
it necessary to refer to them now, as they are 
thoroughly understood, except to say this-that the 
hon. gentleman says this duty is a taxon the whole 
communit.y. How is it a tax on the whole 
conunnnity? \Vh(l.rt \ve 1naintained in fn1n1ing 
the Timber Jlegnlations is this: that the timber 
belonging to the State is a vahmble article, the 
property of the country, and that a fair price 
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on;;ht to be reeeivetl for it, just ::~s much ::~s for 
the grass of the Stit,te. But when we desire to 
get a, fai~ pri<.:e fur it, it is not fair to ha.ndicap onr 
owu artisnni:i-unr own 1nen who are e1uployed 
in the timber indw.;try- -by allowing- them to 
~e nndersold by timber lJmught fmm abroad. 
The result of the reguln,tiom; n,nd this duty will 
pmhably l>e that people will u'e loc:1l timher 
awl _they will pay a fair vrice to the State for it, 
but 1f the people who use the timber pay for it 
how Jll that t'"' the whole of the comnmnity? 
The _hon. member for Balonne may laugh, but 
that IS how the duty stt·ikes me revardinn· it from 
my point of view. \Vith respect "to the"duty on 
nmchmm·y, I have never had any sympathy with 
the exemption of Imochinery from the tariff. 
I remember how that exemption w.1s !Jroug·ht 
ahuut very well. I wa.s in the House at the 
time ; I ftirget how I votccl but I believe I voted 
agebimt it. If I clid not ± should have voted 
n.gain~t it \vhen it can1e on again. I rcn1e1nber 
on thu.t occat;ion hearin.s· a 1nmnber say that he 
saved £700 by hi,; vote, and that imprer<sed me 
~·et-y rnnch at the time. I h'we neYer seen why 
uuported machinery should not contribute to the 
rcl'~mne. To say that the prop<hed duty is a tax 
on nHlustry is nonsense. ...:\. l:1rgo proportion of 
the machinery used in the colony is made and 
~1 1111.wh larger proportion could be 1nade, i~1 the 
~ulony. .1.\_ very lnrg·e proportion, indeed, is n1ade 
m the C(Jlony, and very few industries will be in 
the olightest clogrP<.' affected hy the srrmll duty 
Jn·oposetl to be imposed. These are some of tlie 
rea:-;on.s ·why vn~ propcc;e to raise additional 
revenue l,y xmue uwans other than those on our 
Ntatute-h<iok. They seem to me to be sound 
rea.sons. It jR, I_contend, our clnty to increase 
our revenue. If we luLVe a surplus at the 
eucl of the year, I have no doubt we 
shall find a vel'}' g·ood uc;e for it. As 
it becomes our duty from ye:rr to year to 
fran~e E:stimate,-; various tbing·s prei:ient thmn­
xel ves to n:-; w hi eh ought to be done--various 
itnprovenwnt~ 'vhich ought to be umde out of the 
revenue of the country and which ous·ht not to 
he charge{l to loan a:::; ha:::; been our cu~tmn in 
time:< 1mst. T believe that we should <to well if 
we were to mioe £200,000 or £300,000 annually for 
nccessa1·y works in the colony. \Ve ought not to 
look to loan for everything. I believe that Ro long 
a1:l \VC can afford it· \Ve Hhonld incn,a,-;e our 
reYmme, and I am quite sati.sfied tlmt with our 
w~alth~whi?h iti an iucrea:::;ing wealth~lre rnight 
nJ!orcl to rame ;,:t gre<.tt deal nwre than \Ve do. 
\Vhy, ruany ~ource'"l of rev('llue which a,re looked 
to in the neighlmuring- colonie:::; haYe neYer been 
looke<l to here. \Ve have no property tax and 
no iu{;ollle tax-that most flexible uf tax", where 
the 1-'iinple.st thing in the world i~ to pnt on 
an extra ld. or 2d. in the £1 tu make up a 
cleticienc,y. \\re ha,ve no .sliding trt-xation of that 
sort, and we ought not to be afraid of additional 
ta.xatiun. Thm·e i:-:> no country in the \Vorld 
where taxation sits so lightly npon the people <.'l.:-1 

in ;\ustralia. \Vlutt is propoRecl will, I belie,-e, 
lw,ve the effcut of bringing our exvcmditure \vell 
within the revennc, keeping nH on the right side 
of the leclger, all() "-ill leave u,; a substantial sum 
with which to be:.;·in the next financial year. I 
think my,;elf that there is nothing to be abrmed 
at in our financial position, a,nd I 'vill ask any hon. 
gentleman who may follow me not to content 
hilu:-;elf with ;..;·eneralitie:-; when critici~in~ the 
propo'~<.tls of the (}overnrnent, by saying sin1ph~ 
that their <-tction i;:; all wrong, Lut to puint ou~t 
where the extravaganc0 cnrnes in, ancl vs here 
expenditure can be reclncecl. \Vhen hon. gentle­
men do that the Gm·ermwmt will ;;·belly lbten 
to them, <tncl will be willing to adopt a1ty 
practicable r-mggustions for cnrt;Liling lUinece:-;,sary 
expemlitnro, if retrenchment in any particubr 
Llirection can be accomplished without impairing 

the efficiency of the Public Service. I trust that 
the eflicient conduct of the government of the 
colony will not be impctired because of the f,wt 
that continued bad seasons have not left us with 
such a brge sm·plus as might otherwise have been 
expected. 

, ::\Ir. BLACK said; It is only right, l\Ir. 
1• mser, that the Prenner sboulcl make as goocl a 
case for the action of the Government since they 
came into office a~ it is possible for him to do. He 
has suggested that whoever should reply to him 
from this side of the Committee should not refer 
to the <!ue:::;tion of extra,~agance as shown in the 
E:~-ti~nates, unles.!:i he is prepared to go rnore into 
deta1ls and to show where that extrava"ance 
exists. IV ell, I think it is rather beneath the 
posi~ion of the \re_rnier tt~ go into the petty 
detmls of the·e ]<,stlmates m the way that he 
h,as. done. I do n.ot intend to go throng\r the 
hstm1a~es and pmnt out where a partiCular 
vote mlt;·h~ have been reducetl, or do anything 
of that kmrl, because the proper time to do 
that will be when the Estimates are goino­
through committee; hut I think the mo.st 
irlltJOrtant n1atter to be discussed no\v is the whole 
financial position uf th~ country and to con­
sider what are really the caus~s that have 
operated to bring this country, w hi eh had been 
prosperous for a ntunber of years previous to 
the advent of the present Uovernment, sud­
denly into the position that we find ourselves in 
where extra taxation is absolutely necef>sary. 
\Vel!, I think that tlmt point L; what the public 
will consider, and it i,; to that point that we should 
atltlress ourselves. They will certainly want to 
know why tbe taxation which has hitherto been 
sufficient to provide an arnple revenue has now 
been found, l think, utterly insufiicient for that 
P,urpose. Because I notice that, although the 
Estunates are very carefully, ancl I may say art­
fully, framed-although the possible deficiencv as 
sketched by the Treasurer only amount• to some 
£23,000-I think we shall find that the antici­
pated revenue has been put upon such a hi"h 
scccle that it is not at all likely to be fully re~l­
i:.;ed. I think that the country will agree that 
the. cause of the present financittl difficulty into 
wluch the country has drifted is clue prinuni!y to 
one cause, and that r.<m.se i.sthealmost utter failure 
of the land policy of the Government. I mu quite 
lJ!'BJ<ared to admit that the land policy has not 
had a very long tnne to develop itself ; but we 
must [Jear in mind the great flourbh of trumpets 
with which that land volicy wc·cs introduced bv the 
Governn1ent la~t year, ::Jjllcl on an occasioulik8 tbiK 
1 think it is only right that weRhould refer to what 
w'"" snicl by the hon. the Colonial Treasurer 
when he made his Financial Statement last year. 
The drought was certainly as bad last year ao 
it is this year, but, notwith,;tanding tliat, the 
Trea...,urer rnade u;-;e of the following woni~ which 
he eonsidcn<cl "'onld justify the financial policy 
of the Government. The Tre;1,surer said that·_: 

·'The GoYcrnmcut had marked out a course of cu5surcd 
lll'OgTI.>"'' aud action." 

It will be for the country to decide whether tlmt 
conr;-;c has been in ~tny way realised. Agrtin th 
Treasurer said-

''The Estimate~. I bclicYc, will be roaliscfl. and if thr 
drought coa::c:-; extensive increase -.,yill become c~pparcnt.··• 

Now, instead of the ~~~tinuttes having been 
reali,;ed, the account for the financial year ~lwws 
a deficiency of no less than £9\!,000. In cmmec­
tion with that, the l'remier lms stated that we 
actually spent £~ii,OOO less than the revenue, but 
I fmd that there was no le" thlm £f,O.OOO of 
money that w;ts Yntetl in the H onse <tllll included 
in laHt year's ]<;,;t,imates tlmt lms never lJeen Hpent 
at all. However, the Financial Statement shows a 
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decrease on last year'B tmnslcctions of £D9,000. 
Last year the Treasurer said-

" 'l'he great industries of the colony "·ere never on 
~L sonnder footing or had more encouraging pl'OS11Ccts 
before them." 
\V ell, I think that themowt ar,lent supporter of the 
GoYermnent will admit that that flattering- state­
ment was considerably oYerdrawn then, and has 
not since in any way been realised. K ow we come 
to what the Treasurer stated' when be intm­
duced his Financial Statement last, and we here 
see that a sudden change has come oyer his 
<!ream in connection with this matter. He 
admits that-

" The last Estimates were not realised, bnt if intelli­
gently considered therr is no cause for th{~ present 
uneasiness." 
\V ell, I think we have very serious cause for 
uneasiness, and I hope I shall be able to shc>w 
before I sit down that I am not endeavouring to 
exaggerate the difficulties of the present financial 
position into which I think the colony is slowly 
but surely drifting. The Treasurer says-

" He hopes to be able to cli.spcl all doubts as to the solid 
prOSlJCl'ity of the colony." 

I never heard the most sanguine man, except 
perhap,; a fortunate specultttor in land, refer to 
the solid prosperity of the colony. It is just the 
reverse. 'l'here is no solid urosperity at all, and 
with the exception of the mining indu;;try, every 
one of our producing industries is in a lower 
:,tate of depression now than at any time since I 
have been in the country. And ag-ain; the 
Treasurer says he-

" Hopes to be able to dispel any doubts and mis­
g-i vin7s regn.rding the solid prosperity of the COUli try, aucl 
submit incontroYerLible assurances of its continued 
}ll'Ogrci3S and stability.'' 

\Vel!, JYir. Fraser, the people outside of Brisbane 
or outsic1eof lWY oft he large towns will laug-h when 
they read that statement, but at the same time 
the Treasurer brings forwm·d a proposal that is 
g-oing to increa~e taxation by 1nore than £93,000. 
He says-

" ·w-e are confronted with a very great responsiR 
bility." 

In that I entirely and cordially agree with the 
Treasurer. And-

" If additional bnrc1ens are for a time necc.-;.'lary, i1 
is satisfactory to know that the present condition of 
the people enablej:; tlwm to well sustain this incrE't,,~ed 
taxation." 
\Veil, sir, that is a matter that I believe we shall 
see ~mne expression of opinion a. bout, throug-h the 
pn\Jiic l're>'S of the colony, before the Estimates 
pas;;. I am inclined to think thttt the present 
condition of the people doe,; not enable them to 
sustain additional taxation, ttnd that they will 
he extremely dissatisfied with the policy of the 
Government that has rendered thi;; aclditionttl 
taxation neces"ary. But I think the greatest 
irony contained in the Trea::;urer'~ speech "\V:1D 

this sentence-
" I am confident the people will respond m-en :-5lwnlc1 

~ec~~ter burdens become ueeeswtry." 
Now, I see in this sentence a cloubt in the hon. 
gentleman's mind whether even the present 
taxation he proposes will be sufficient to meet 
the re'Juirements of the country. I should not 
be at all surprised to find that the revenue 
derived during the current :rear frorn the 
hcncl will not come up to anything- like the 
anticipations the :Minister for Lancb has vut 
down in the Estimates. \Vhen the hon. member 
said tha.t the prospect~ of the sugar~growers were 
reported to be better than they were la 't year I am 
very much afraid he was talking about a subject 
of which he knew very little indeed. I should 
be very glad-and so, I an1 sure, \vould be a great 
number of those who, like myself, arc interested 
in that industry-to think we could believe that; 
fc>r I can assure hem. members that the depression 

in that industry now is just n\Hlnt as groat as it 
ever has been. I hope, ho\\ ever, that legislation 
will before long take such :1r ~ha,lJe a.s will prevent 
tlmt industry being one of the imlustries of the 
past in ictneensland. The Colonial Trea.,mer 
goes on-

" The general condition of llle people may be ~at'cly 
stated to be that of content an(l prosperity." 

Kow, I only wish the hon. memb~r and a few of 
tho;;e on the other side who thmk as he does 
would t>:~ke the trouble to travel a little beyond 
Brisbane ancl its vicinity. I only wish the lwn. 
n1en1ber had carried out his intention of visiting 
the more northern portions of the colony during 
the recess, and he would have come to quite a 
different conclusion from that he expresses here­
that the people of the colony are contented and 
prosperous. 'rhey are nothing of the sort. 

"Onr industries are aetiYely employed." 

\Vhere are the industries that are actively em­
ployed? Is it the producing- indt»;try, the 
squatting industry, the agricultural industry? 
Some of the local inclustrier; in Brisbane £Lnd 
::\laryborough may po"ibly be profitably em­
ployecl-the foundries, I believe, have ample 
"'ork, but only in consequence of the expendi­
ture of Uovennnent nwney. ~1\s long as the 
rnoney frorn loans is being expended the::;e in<lu...:­
trie,.; umy be said to he reasonably [Jrosverou,,, 
but it is not from the producing power of the 
country tlmt the prosperity arises. 

, .. \Jl clas~e~ or property ha Ye maintained their full 
valnc." 
The hem. nwrnber \\"fLS thinking of nothing ln1t 
Brisbane corner allntmenb when he sai<l that. 
\Vhere are all the classes of property that have 
maintained their Y .. tlne? I mu sorry to see in the 
report Clf tbe l~egi;.;trar-General, lai{l on the table 
of the House aucl di .. tributecl to hon. mem be1·,.; 
ye~terclay, that the rnortgages i~sued during the 
vettr amounted to no le,,,, than £2,400,000 ; and 1 
\\Tonld ask ttny hon. gentlerr1an who unc1erstandf5 
financial matters whether it is a sound stat<e of 
albin;-two and a-half millions hwested on 
mortgage, and the bulk of that property 
ronnel about Bri:-;1xtne ? The hon. 1nen1ber, in 
vroof of the prospel'ity of the working clas::;e-'j, 
referred to the Saving-s Bank returns. I have 
analyc;ecl thme retmns, and these are the facts I 
<leduce from them : In .Ltnnary, lSt:i-1, the depo­
sitors nnmbct·ecl 2R,818, and the amount of 
deposits wtts £1,1G:1,!J73, equal to £10 Ss. per 
liecccl. Those were the savings of the working 
clac;ses ''t that date. At the end of the year 
in DecendJer, 1804, the rnnnber of deTJositors 
had incl~a.,ecl to 33,0ti7, and the mnonnt of 
dcpo,·its to £1,220,(514, or only £3G l~s. ]•er 
head, sho\v·ing a decr8at:e in the snving.s of the 
working classes amounting· to £3 10s. per head. 
But I find the Government aclde•lnot less than 
J0:-13,(537 to the.se de]Ylsits a' interest, and if we 
deduct that from the total we find that the 
33,0()7 depositors had only an average balance 
of £3i'l l:!s. per head, or £4 l.Gs. less at the 
end of the year thnn they ha<l at the begin 
ning. That show,-; that the working n1cn 
of the colony, accmding to the Saving,.; Bank 
returns, luwe lor;t to the extent of £137,557 
during- the year ; and I umintain thrct it 
io a very safe test of the pnh;perity of the 
working da.~::;etl~the anwunt of 1noney they 
~tre ~tble to (18JJO~it in the Sasings Bnnk. The 
Premier has taken a great deal of credit to him­
self for not Bquandering onr capital, rneaning 
thereby, I snppo,;e, that their policy is 
that of non-alienation of lnml. \Veil, I think 
if the alienation of iaml is going to learl 
to the profitable employment of it, it 
if:: a very good thin;.{ i11deed. Bnt I have 
had a iitatement hanrled to me, which I 
believe is perfectly correct, to show whether the 
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"•-called Libemls or the Com;ervatives hcwe 
hcen the most anxious to get rid of the lancls 
of the colony. I fi.nd that the Liberal party 
during the years 1~72 to 1tl78 had a revenue of 
17,098,322, mul out of th.1t theY dm-ived as land 
revenue no less than £1,429,386; that i:-> to say, 
20 per cent. of their total revenue was derived 
from the sale of land. But in ad<lition to 
that there "as £4-!G,OOO worth of land sold 
under the Hailway lleserves Act, to build 
r::1il w:1y~, which was an additiona.l 5 ])81' cent. 
dul'ing their five year:;;' tenure of office, 
showing· that they alienaterl land to the extent 
of 2!i per cent. of their whole revenue. The 
next Oovenunent that can1e into powm~, known 
as the ::\Icilwraith Government, had a revenue 
<luring their fi.ve yecm; of office of over £(),000,000. 
I mn h:-tppy to l::W.,y that owing tu their policy 
the revenue of the country during their five 
yL':t-rs of office \Va~ very tnnch in e""\:CPS8 of tlul.t 
derived by the previous Government. 

'l'he PttEMIEE: Did not the population 
increa:-;c in the rneantirue? 

J\Ir. BLACK: I wioh the hon. gentleman 
wm1ltlnot interrn pt. The late Govcrnn1ent, during 
their live years of office, out of a total revenue 
of £~),201 All, had a land revenue amounting to 
.t1 ,002,:1:JR, or 21 per cent. of their totnl revenue; 
~bowing 21 per cent. under the one Uovcrrnnent 
as againBt :3:) per cent. under the ttu:-;pice:-~ of the 
( }( )vern1nent tha.t the hon. gentle1uan repreHent~ 
aH being disinclined to what he call~ scp1ancler 
the lands of the colonv. Hcm·ever anxions the 
;\Ii•1ister for Lands mn)• have been to carry out 
his theory of non-alienation, 1 will point out this 
very Hignificant fact : I notice in the I·~ . .;;tirnates 
for the current year that whereas the revenue 
they received last year from auction sales 
and selection after auction amounted to £.14, 000, 
the ;\[inbter for Lamb anticip:tte" that this year 
the revenue fnnn that ~nurce vvill auwunt to 
±:100.000. How is this'? This is rather different 
from the policy which the J\Iinister for La.nds 
enunciated when he intro<luced his Laml Bill. 
There was to be nn 11101'8 a.Iienati('ll of land. 
This expected aliemttion of land is to be in towns, 
l presume. 

The PREi\IIEH : Of course it mtv;t be. 

1\Ir. BLACK: And those who live out in the 
far distant parts of the colonv are not to be 
:ollowcrl to have anv lancl as free110lrl. I sec the 
hon. gentlenmn hmgl"". He wi,;hc,; the public to 
believe that they are able now t<• get freehulds 
the RaJue a~ before, arHl on very nearly the r-:mnc 
terrns. I can assure him that the public are 
getting tu uuderstaml the pri11ciples of his land 
tlwories, probably a great cleal better tlmn he 
doe,; him.,elf. They c:J.n get freeholds, but 
ham peretl ·with Hnch conditions ati to 1nake 
it nhnnf:it in1possible for any lllf\,ll to aC(IUire 
thctu. That is the policy which is dtift­
ing the colony tnwanh ruin. l t has alrea<ly 
b1·ought forw~u·(l tho nece.'-':-;ity for additional 
taxation, :tnrl I am confident that the taxa­
tion 1vhieh the Govenunent intend iiHlJO::;ing 
thi,; ye<1r will l1e found utterly iusufficient to 
provide fund:-; for carrying on, as the ·E~tinutteH 
are framed. It having· been ascertained that 
acl<litimml bxntion is rendered imperative by 
the htnd policy of the ( lovernment, I mn not 
prepared to <liscnss the different items on which 
it i,; propooed to levy ad<litional duties, lJeyond 
pointing out one or two chief facts. I find that 
in this scheme of additimml taxtttion it is the 
necessities of the people th"t arc going t<> be taxed 
rather than the luxuries. Had it been propm;cd 
to 1·a-i~e additinnnJ tn,xatlon by iucrea~ing thfl ad 
mf,JJ·uo <lntics, l thhtk that wonhl h:we met 
with eon~i~lera,llly nwre fa,\·mu· thau tl1e prOKeut 
'Y-'tem. lt wonld, at all events, hccve lJt'Cll a 
taxt~tion thctt would ha1·e reached all cla,ses 

alike. Had it even been proposed to impose a 
property tax or a land t:u-a land tax especially, 
which would, I believe, have met the views of 
the }linister for Lands and undoubtedly have been 
the 1neans of brettking up Hnne of tho~e large 
est<1tes that are so obnoxious to him-it would 
have been a tax that would have fallen upon 
people who were well able to pay it. By the 
proposed svstem the property holder almost 
entirely escapes the :J.clditional t:~xation. The 
property holder consumes very little colonial beer, 
and he require;; very little machinery. The pro­
perty holder in to\vn-the n1an who i;.; ll1t.tking 
the most by securing what the }Iinioter for Lands 
calls the nnearned incremeut of his land-is 
let go scot~free. Beyond paying the 111nnicipal 
taxe.< he virtually pays nothing- towards the 
State for the enonnous increase in v,J.lue which 
i~ week by week accruing; to his tn\vn property. 
Those who are selected for tax:ttion are as a 
chhs least able to hear it-the ttgriculturist and 
the minor. Perhap;; I onght to except the miner, 
because I con'"'idor the 1nining inLlustr.v is the 
only irulw;try which is prosperous in the colo.ny ; 
it is the one industry which is sa,•ing the 
colony fron1 sinking into a very n1uch won;e 
financial position than it is in at present. The agri­
culturist is not in a position tu bm1r adclitiumtl 
bxation, which would be imposed on him by this 
tax on machinery. The l't·emier stated thnt 
nearly all the machinery use<! in the colony could 
be made in the colony. I beg to differ from the 
h•m. gentleman in that respect. A large quantity 
of the machinery used in the manufacture of 
sugar, at all events, cannot be made in the colony. 
I cannot give a better illustration of this than by 
Htating to the Cmnnlittee a fact concerning one 
of the gt·eatest machinery plants of the North­
on the Johnstone River-belonging- partly to a 
firm who had a large machinery est<tblishment 
in Brisb:tne. That fi.rm had be<>n in the 
habit uf making sugar-plants in preYious years; 
but knowing, I assu1ne, the inability of colonial 
firm,; to make the rlescription of machinery 
nece..;;.;ary for nwdern requir-8lnent::;, they sent 
hmnE' to England for their nlachinery, although 
they had nt the time a large foundry here in 
Bri~hane. I will point out, nlso, that the rnargin 
between the cost of production and the amount 
realised on sugar is IlO\\' so very sn1all that 
an additionctl ;) per cent. on the cost of 
nutchinery will bg a very serious iten1 indeed. 
A plant which at present cost,; £20,000 will, 
under the aclclitimml taxation, cost £1,000 more, 
and the i11dnstry c;mnot afford it. This pro­
pmm1 to tax 111achinery, I con~i(ler, it\ prernatl.ne 
at the present time. As br as I can bee, the 
existing foundries in the colony h:we ample work. 
After some little practice they have been able to 
turn out dredges and machinery of that heavy 
de~cription equal, I believe, to Engli~h rnachi~ 
nery, but they have not been able yet to devote 
themselvc" to the fi11er descriptions of machinery 
that are nsccl fm· ac;Ticnltural put·poses. I ;cm 
informc<l that the smne renmrk applies to a great 
clcal of the nutchinery used for nlinin~ purpot:;e:-5, 
which mnst be imported from home. The impost 
will press severely upon thc,<e requiring the 
machinery, and it will not have the effect of 
benefiting the colonial industry. However, thi,; 
tax on the agricultural conununity, I suppo.se, is 
only what mig-ht h:we been expected from a Uov­
ernn1i~nt holding the opinion-as e:qwcssed by you, 
::\h-. :Frascr, the other d:w---that the agricultuml 
indnstrv of the colonvhad beencod<lled too much. 
If that ··view is inclor~ed by the Government, this 
is a description of taxation which the House 
and the countrv hotel every reason to exvect. 
rrhere is one pcint, 2\[r. l<'ras,~r, in these E;-;ti­
tu:ttes that lmo eert:~inly attracted my >1tten­
tion : that is the estituate referring to the Pu~t 
aml Telcgmph Department. I know tlmt io a 
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department which is not expected to pay its 
own exr)enseR, but I n1ui::it say tha,t there is an 
enormous difference-I do not know if other hon. 
members have noticed it-between the revenue 
expected to be deril eel from that department 
tmcl the expenditure. The ex]Jenditure is put 
clown at £319,860, while the revenue is only 
estimated at .£180,000, showing a clcfidency in 
the working of that cleptutment of £13\J,SGD. I 
arn not lJrepared to discui::is this 1natter no\V, 
sir. It is a matter that we should re<tlly 
entertain when ,,·e get into the e.stimates of this 
department. But it does seem to me that we 
are drifting into a very bad state of affairs when 
that one department shows such an enormou.s 
loss as that in its operations during one year. 
I find that the Minister for Rail ways expects to 
receive £111,000 for this year more than he r"­
ceived last. Last year he recein"d .£1-12,000 more 
tlum the previous year; and con,ide>"ing th"t 
there itl no apparent sign of the depr(""lHion in 
the pastoral indu,try, caused by the drought, 
ceasing, I am very much afraid that this 
increased estimate for this year over bst 
is not t<t all likely to be realised. How­
ever, I suppose it i;; only right that we 
should hope for the best ; but there is one 
thing, lVIr. Fraser, that this Committee should 
bear in mind, and that is, that the vresent con­
dition into which the colony is gradut<IIy drifting 
is, in my opinion, undoubtedly brought about by 
the land policy of the Government. I think the 
sooner the country comes to understaud tlutt the 
better. There is no selection to speak of going 
on at the present time. \Vhy, sir, I w"s 
astoni,;hed to see in this morning', paper a 
telegntnl frorn Toowomnba, \Vhere Relcction is 
generally going· on a.t a reaf-wnable rnte, stating 
that there was not a single selection taken up '"t 
the last land court. Selection is almost entirely 
stopped throughout the northern districts. 
\Vhatever may be said about the effects of the 
drought in the southern portion of the colony, 
I mn happy to say that the X orthern coast lands 
are not suffering from dronght, and that, under 
more favourable aUf:;piC'es, agriculture might go 
on there in the way it did a few years ago, 
which \vould ;-.erve in a great n1easnre to 
retrieve the want of revenue which the colony is 
suffering frorn in the rnore southern portion. 
I would also point out to hon. member, that 
Xorthem works are not progressing at the rate 
at which they ought to progress. I re:td in 
the Cou1·ier this :morning t.t state1ncnt of the 
railway works in cour.seof 1n·og-ret:s in the southern 
portion of the colony, and I am sorry to saY 
that there is not a. :c;ingle \Vork of any Hlctgni­
tude in progress in the l'\ orth. \V e are promised, 
day . after day and week after week, by the 
JUrmster for \Vorks, that plans and section:; and 
snrvey:; of Northern railways will be bid npon 
the table ; but week after ,_-eek 1msses and these 
promises remain unfulfilled. I \V<JUld point out 
to tlutt hon. gentlenmn that the,;e are facts and 
1natters which are being ta.ken notice of ; and 
I shall certainly expect, before we get into 
estimates connectecl with his department, that 
more activity will be shown in the progress 
of works in the North, in order to r~lievc the 
people in that ]"ttt of the colony from the severe 
depression which they are sufferin3 fmm at the 
present time. 

:VIr. ALAKJJ said: Mr. Fraser,-I do not 
think that a debate upon such an important 
,;uhject as that which is now before the Com­
mittee should he dismissed with such scant 
courtesy as it appears likely that this will be. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Xo; it will not. 

Mr. ALAND : I do not ri.se for the Imrpusc of 
critici~ing the Trmumrer's .speech or to criticise 
the remt<rks made upon it by the leader of the 

Opposition. I confes,; at once that I am not 
good at Jigures, and I feel that I could not 
enlighten hon. members very much on the 
subjAct; hut I am afrccid, sir, that unless "''me­
one on thb siLlc of the Currn11ittee doe.s get up the 
debate will close. I am quite sure that there 
a.re one or two hon. n1mnbers nn the other .side 
who will get up if they see that somemle on 
this side, even if it i.s rr1yself, ris0s to .speak. 
I \Vt.t.s rather anJu::led ·with the chanf.Se of front of 
the hon. member for 1\Iackay. It is not very 
long- si11ce we were told that we Southerners were 
in a sbte of p>Lupenlom, >Lnd that really, if it 
were not for the 1\ orth, there would be no pro.s­
perity in the colony. But to-night we have 
been told that, down here in the South, we 1cre 
in a tolerably prosperous state, bnt that up rwrth 
things are in a very poor condition indeed. I 
do not think that is true. I travelled rouml the 
North some few months since, :.nd I found 
the people thel'8 all seemed to be well-to­
do. I did not see loafers knocking about; 
everybody seemed to ht\\'e work to do, awl 
working. I must say that I do not like the 
taxation proposals of the l+o,-ernment. Of 
conrse I suppose I shall have to support them ; 
but I must "ay 1 do not like that tax upon the 
people. That is a pill w hi eh I do not swallow 
Yery comfortably. 

}Ir. MOHEH.EAD : Take some watPr with 
it. 

l\lr. ALAKD : So far as the bx upon beer 
is concerned, I thoroughly 30 with it. I have 
con~idered, and con::Jidered for a. nn1nber of 
years, that the brewers of this colony are a 
very favoured class of incliYiduals. They 
are protected to an amount e<1nal to Dd. 
a gallon, ::nd a.re allowed, or \vm·e allowed, 
and l l're .. ,ume they are allo\\-ed still, exceptional 
priYilef.{F'-' nn the railways; beer being carried 
as an excq,tional clas''· The brewers of Too­
woomba had all the different ar·ticles used in 
the manufacture of be,'r c:1nied at exceptional 
rate~, nnd ha cl all their "om ptieN ~'returned on tile 
line for nothing; an cl, what is more, I believe the 
gentleman who travelled on behalf of that 'l'oo­
woomba brewery had a free tmss on the line. So I 
con::>ider, ttH far as the brewers are concerned, 
that they can afford to pay thi.s exci;e <luty on 
lJeer. I shall support most heartily that pro­
posal of the Covennuent, and it is all nonsenr.:t-1 

to talk about the ':poor nutn's be-vera.ge." It is 
nnn;-:;en8o to talk about wanting to oppres:-; the 
poor \Vorking mm1, arHl w~tutiug to rob the poor 
man of his beer. 'l'his tax will not maim one 
iota of difference tn him. The rmblie:m 
will still be able to sell that beer ttt 3cl. 
l'er glass. I suppose that is the price. I lmve 
:;.:een smuething a.bout "long.s~leeYers" fnr Sd. 
or Grl. ; bnt I have grettter respect for my 
in:;icle than to drink colonial beer. \Vhen 
I drink beer I trcke English beer; but the 
small tax which the Government JH'Ol''"" to put 
upon colonial beGr will really make uo clifferenee 
to the person buying it retaiL 'l'he publicans 
rnny, perchance, not rnake (ruite ~o n1nch ont of 
it, and certainly the brewer~ c:lnnot 111akc :-:.o 
much out of it. They will, I suppose, put more 
water into it, and m:tke np for it in that way. 
I :;hall support the taxation proposals of the 
Go,-ernment. 

l\Ir. 1\IOHJcHEAD saicl : Mr. J<'raser,-I was 
ctlmost ahmued-in fact, l may say l 1ms <[uite 
alarmed-at the long pause which ensued after 
the speech of the hem. member for lVIaclmy. I 
thought that that hon. gentlem:m had at last 
demolished the whole of the memllel·s upon tlw 
Government "ide of the Committee. I am 
inclined to think that the lwn. gentleman who 
came to the front afterwards is a very indifferent 
supporter of the Goverument. \VI1en I say an 
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ilHlifferent supporter I do not mean to reflect upon 
the hon. gentleman in any way the support that 
he gave the Government when a cm'tain question 
wa,; before the Hmme the other night', as to the 
repurchase of cer-tain estates on the ll<erlin:; 
Downs, <et the cost of the i:ibte, which wore to 
be enjoyed by the people of Toowoomba and 
the HuJ·rounding di.stricts, though I really 
did thmk he very indifferently snpportml the 
Goverrnnent. Therefore it was gratifying, I 
think, to every member of the Committee, 
and I rnn S11l'C to your--;elf; l\Ir. :Fnu,er, \vho 
made such an eloquent >;peech upon that occasion, 
to find that he had returned to his alleghnce. 
\Vith regard to the proposals made by the 
Treasurer, I think it would have come well from 
the Government if they had set wme member­
possibly the l\!Iini·, tcr for Lamls, or possibly the 
:Minister for \Vork.s, at any rate some conspicu­
ous member of their l"crty-·to answer the argu­
ments that were brought forward by the hon. 
member for l\faclmy and the leader of the 
Opposition. 'l'he arguments brought forwarcl by 
those hon. gentlernon a..s l'Ggar1ls the fi~cal pro­
po~itions of the Govennuent ha\·o not yet, to 
1ny n1ind-and, I anr sure, not tn the ndnds 
of most membero of this Comlllittee-lJeen 
answered. \Ye were told last year, when the 
Laud Bill was pa,,ecl, that all trouble ''" rog:tnlo 
revenue was paFsed also-that there would be ouch 
a revenue from our lnnd,; as would meet ail the 
rer1uirements of the State. How did this pre :eut 
Govcrn1n~nt, I would ask, l\Ir. J~"'ra::;er, get into 
power"? How did they raise this ten-million 
lom1? \Vhy, by trumpeting forth, not only in the 
other colonies, bnt in the old countrr, that there 
wonld be an increased revenue frow the lane! 
:mfticient to meet the interest npon the money lent 
by the confiding British public. They have had to 
admit th<et their land policy has been a failure-an 
numitigated failure-,md the :'.Iinister for Lands 
has g-one further. \Vhat did he say the other 
evening under the influence of Killarney cham­
pagne, or \vhatever it n1ight hrtve Lcen, at the 
opening of the Killarney Railway' He abso­
lntely repeatetl that worn-out scandal an cl libel 
and lie that the success uf the loan hacl been 
Hln..tel'iaJly prejudiced by tlOUlO per~on...: unkn(J\Vll, 
He raised up that old bogey of the Tran,;ctmti, 
ncntalltailway-why did he not mise the sted 
nti!.s question while he was at it? The bun. 
gentleumn should be ashamed of him·-elf to raise 
t·mch a bogey upon ":mch an occa:-:;ion. Ccrbdnly 
I must admit that he w:1s a little annoye<l th:ct 
the rail w<ey was not of his constnwtion, and he 
had to make the best of a bad case. But the 
Oovernruent having ::tdnlitte~Uy LLiled in th,,ir 
attelllpt to extract front the lauds the revenue 
that they led people here tmd at home to belie\'' 
would be extracted, an(l hnviug ::t deficit of :-;nn1e 
,{;27,000, what have they done? They attribnted 
it to several causes, one of them being admittedly 
the shmtcomings of their bJl(l re,·emw; the 
;.:;econd being the enonnon . .; expe111")8 that they 
had to bll into with r·eg·ard to the expenditure 
that they heir! to be necessary on acc•mnt of 
the \var ;.;care. I do not r-3ay ~' war SC;J,l'e" in 
an offensive way, although I think the (iov-
8l'lllll8Ut were very nnlCh 8cared in that 1u~ttter. 
I think they de~erve Cl'edit for ha.ving done 
certain thing" with regtucl to protecting the 
interest" of the colony, but they went fnrther 
than men of ordinary judgment ; and I take 
exception, rtnd \Vill take exception later ou, 
to some pmchases made by the Govemment. 
For instance, I believe they paid an exces~ive 
"um for a vessel called the "Otter"- one­
third more than it was worth. They ]o,,t 
their hea<ls nn that occasion, at anv rate. But 
would any Ol'tlinary C-ovennnent, ~ when tlwy 
hac! only to meet a deficiency of f27,000-would 
they adopt the financial scheme propounded by 

the Treasurer? I maintain that there can Le no 
pamllel to such a propo:c;c] found in the history 
of the A1mtralian colonies. And what have the 
Gu\ Cl'lllltent done ? They have not put on 
some kox that wonld affect fairly every class 
of the cnlumnnity. They hc<Ye not put on a 
tax t 1mt would touch property or the land, 
as pointed out by the bun. member for 
J\Iackay, and which, one would have tlwnght, 
would lmve suited the ::\linister for Lamk 
l~ut they have tal"m the most olJnoxiom: wa.y 
of 1·aising the rPvemue by tonching the people 
through the Customs. I do not "ant to pose as 
the friend of the poor man, though I probably have 
the interests of the poor man as much at h~art 
as most hon. members; hut I maintain that if 
this excessive duty on beer is canied, and the 
increased duty on :spirits, it will touch, and touch 
only, the poor men of the colony. Admitting-, 
fol' the K~tke of <-Lrg-ument, that it is wrong for oJ 
man to drink spirits or beer-let us t:ay that 
no 1nau shall drink either RDirits or beer-but 
achnitting that it is a nece:::'"'.ll'J; eYil, I do not see 
why this tax .should be one that \\·ill fall most p:cr· 
ticnlarly on the poorer classes. It will not ttffcct 
the man of moderate means, ancl it cert<tinly \\ill 
not alfcct the wetclthy, but will distinctly affect the 
poorer cla~o~~e~ of the cmnn1unity. I do not see v,rby 
they shonld want to prnYide for this deficit if the 
Government had the le<estfaith in their anticip<tted 
hcnd re>enue-but I belie>e they have no faith 
in it, and have no hope of getting the reYenne 
they anticip<eted from the land. \Ve sec, clay 
after day, that the revenue fmmrailways is dwind­
ling. Day ltfter clay tbosro extensions-! will 
call then1 political exten~ions--prmnnlga.ted by ~1 
certain section of the cmnn1unitv and indorsc<l 
by the Govern1nent, a,1·e nutde ~on a basiH not 
likely to be repayable ; and on the top of 
that we sec our land revenue is falling. \Vc 
luwe berm told by the :'.Iinister for \V urk,, time 
:dtcr time, that this colony is depemlent upon 
our borrowing powers. That is to say-his 
itlca of the colony is of conrse the idea of the 
:'.linistry-that the J\fini,;try camwt live nnlcS'; 
we borrow Jo~,:!OO,OGO et<ch ym1r. The J\lini,try 
limit. their period of existence, at £:2,500,000 tt 
J.rearl to fonr years. \Vhen thcyfhave borrowed 
th~ir .nO,OOO,OOO they will say they have rlonc 
their cluty to the colony ; they !m ve borrowed 
ten nlillions of rnon1\Y and the nwney haK been 
spent, and now they will let smnebudy come in 
nnd try to n1ake the colon:v~ right agn,i11, if po . ..,­
sible. That is the <enswor given by the J\linister 
for \Yorks, over an<l O\ er a,;..:·ain, to deputatinns 
when anv fea..-=;ihle ~chmne is })rnug-bt.before hiln 
·with regard to l'ttihvay e~,~ten.:-.;ion. Jlis answer 
i:;, " The allucation has been rnade ; tne .tinonry 
has been clivided." They have his sy;npathy, 
but they c,cnnot ha vc any money, Lec<ense the 
<+ovennnent ha.ve gone in for a ten-ruillion 
loan, ::md de;;irlecl how it shall be expended. 
That has Leen the policy ami is the policy of the 
pre:"ent GovL~rn1ne11t ~tppa1·r·ntly. \Ve arc now 
a~ked to pn,s:; a :·nnall Kehmno of tnxation to 111ect 
a telll]Jorary cxig"... .. mcy which the G-cn enuucnt 
hope a.nd belie\~e a.ncl say is only tmuporary, tt 

S'lt~h·nl of taxation \vhich cannot coun11en(l it~p,lf 
t;') nny re::-u-;onaLlc nwn in thi;-; Co111111ittee.. ]-)nt 
they "have gone a little fmther; they have not 
finished with the excise tlnty on Leer aml the 
increa"ecl tax"tinn on spirits, but have put forth 
what may not improperly be (\~lied a l\Iary­
boroi,~h policy, in the shape of an import tluty 
on tirllbUl' and nuv:hinerv. rrhat iH \Vhat I tenu 
the l\faryborough pmtlon of this "cheme of 
ta'"1tion. Io }l<erybornugh the hub of Queens­
land? Is the \\"bole colony to be ruled by l\hry­
horouo·h ·J 

J\Ir."' ,·LA I\[) : ::'\ o. 
Mr. :\IOltEHEAU: The hon. wemiJer crieo 

" I\ u." I am certain he think,; Dmyton and 
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Tnowomnba are the centre of Queenshtnd. Bnt I 
would ask the Colonial Trmtsm·er to comdder what 
tbi:-; ilnport duty on til11Ler Ineant>. It 1neans ;~.,very 
llnlch 1nore serious tax an <.I eharge on the working. 
nu.:m uf the colo11y than eYen the exci:->e clnty on 
l1eer or the increased duty on ~11irit8. The Ct)loninl 
Treasurer knows as w8ll as I do, and perhrLps 
better, that a tax on timber is a tax upon 
every working n1an \Vho xvishe."" to build ~1 
house for him;elf in this city, and that it means 
taxa.tion throughout the colony wherever 111en 
wnut to build houses, which in nmnr cases can 
be built cheaper with imported timber than with 
timber grown in Quoem;Jaml. At any mle, 
cm't:1in portions c:1n . be built chen,per with 
ilnported than with (~neen.-;Lmd-gnnvn tilnber. 
l, as ."· freetrader, distinctly object to any such 
tnxatwn on wl11tt is an :1b,;olute necP•sity 
to every l1H1ll who wi.'-ihe:; to nutke a hmue 
for hiiuself in the colony. \Vith reg·ctrd 
to the tax on machinery, I ol1ject to the pro­
po:-3ition of the Trertsurer on :-;.mnewhat Hilni1ar 
8"rounds. I object to a tax on anything which 
J,, brot~ght he1·e tu ma}<e living chenper for the 
nutny, 111 order to benefit a, fe'v who are lnanufac­
tlll'eL< of snch articles in the colonY. That is the 
Yery worst foru1 of protection, aild so long a~ I 
have a ~;e:~t in Prnlinment l will protest :1g:1in,;t 
any Rneh tn..xu .. tion npon the neces:;<tries of life or 
npon necessarie;.; which tE::nd tn prolong life 
and keep bo<ly and soul together ; :.tnd 
fnrther I maintain that such taxation doe' 
not in ::tny \\'ay increase the mnployn1ent of 
Ll.bour, but <lecJ'e:1ses it by making the cost of 
the erection of chvellings or nutchincl'.Y clearer. 
Iw.;tF·;Ld nf that, legishttioll should tend to n1ake 
the erection of building,; and the co,,t of produc­
tion cheaper; but these two taxc,; on timber and 
machinery strike at the life-blood of the colony, 
chunaging- the colony and doing innnense hann 
to the 'vorking nutn. I do not po:::e here, 
nor wnuld I wish to l"'"e here, :1s the 
charnpiou of the working Hl::tn p· ,. sf!: I look 
upon hin1 as a unit in the ~tate. He i8 one 
of the emnponent parts of a great ;)tate, and 
any blow struck at him is ttn injury to the 
Ntnte politic ; and on thn~e g1·onncls I distinctly 
prote::;t :1gainst ::"tny such imposition a,s that 
]ll'O]JOSC'"l by the Colonial Treaourer in this 
wretched, miscmble attempt at raiRing in­
crcnserl taxation, when rea,lly there i:-:; no 
nb::;olnte neees~ity for snch tax::tiion being- raised. 
If tlw•.e rc,:olutions are allow( cl to p:~qs~aml they 
,;hall cert:~inly not be alhl\\ ec] to pa'S without a 
~trong 1 1rote~t on lllY part- they 'vill be an 
indelible blot upon the legisbtion of thi,; colony. 
HoH. 1nmnber.~ nmy la .. ngh, bnt they perha.p-; 
have not thought upon the matter as fully and 
carefully as I ha''"· I con,;ider the two former 
<lntied I h<tYe Rpoken of as unillllJorbtnt emu­
pared to the twobtter-the impost,q upon timber 
:md machinery. It should be cnongh for the 
h<>n. urcl!tlJcl· at the heml of the Government to 
haYe ahuost \le'stl·oyetl o11e of the greate8t and 
most flomishin~· industrie, in the cnlrmy without 
a,.-.; it were clinching the naiL':l in its coffin·~ 1 refer 
to the sugar indu~try~lJy tbe~e provm:;ed duties 
upon timber and machinery. If they become 
l:tw they will prese< ba.rclupon the mo"ey-sm·ing 
rtnrl borne-desiring pnrtion of onr colonists, nnd I 
"':V that if the,;e duties are not thrown ont by 
this Committee it will not take many years, or 
nmny months perhaps, before we find out tlutt 
an enormous injury will have been done to the 
colony. 

:\h. VOOTE 'aiel: Mr.Vraser.-I do not wish 
tht'sC resolutions to go to the Ho;lSe without say­
ing- :1 fe,v wordi:J about theru. It is not ruy inten­
tion to rlcrtl with the whole of the fiscttl pnlin' of 
the CJ OYCl'llHH'llt. J l:tlll COditinly not Slll'lH'i:)U(1 

that tlw t:ovennuent are lll<.tking prepa.rations 
for a <le!iciency in the 1·ev·enne tu the extent of a 

few thousand pounds, nor shall I be 'mrprioed if 
they have to nut.ke provision next year for a siluilar, 
or even a gre[lter, deficiency. It may be that the 
trade of the colony umy not liourish~it iil evident 
it cannot lionrish if the present state of the 
wea,ther continue:-:;, and it appear~ likely to con­
tinue for some time. It will doubtle>, brine; 
about a depre-;~ion in tra.de and a consequent 
loit>q of rev en ne to the (i-ovenunent. Again, there. 
is the inangnr tion of the Land Act of 1~84. I 
a.rn quite Htu·e lH~ hon. 1118n1ber of the H_onRe who 
,;upported that Dill expected that \1 e should be 
receiving }t revenue frmu it to-day. \Vu C<-tnnot 
look for a revenue from it in its first nor yet in its 
seconrl year; hut if it doe~ not show sign:-) 1)£ pro­
ducing a revenue in.Jnne, 1887, I :;hall be ]'rc]mred 
to go with the Opposition and cry " failure.'· 
'l'he Opposition are trying to establi"h an im­
JH'es,;ion that the Land Act is a failure: but I 
\Vonld ask those gentlernen to wait. 'They arc 
beginning too early. They may by-ancl-hy have 
to eat their words and H<l.y, " \V e said it would 
he a failure, but \Ve are agreeably surprised to 
find that it is yielding a revenue to the colony 
:-:;uch a;:; ·we never anticipateJ." I Jet then1 wait a 
bit r1nd see what the result.s of the Land Dill 
will be. I cannot see that it is a faillll'e yet. I 
will not s<w that I went heart :~ml soul with 
everything "in the L;cml Bill. I think we 
Hhoriltl ha:ve begun \Vith the lea,:.ing clau~es and 
should haV"e left the conditional and lwme;t<'.tcl 
selections int:.Let. 1-lo\\ eYer, \VB have retraced 
our step~ to ~1 certain extent, and the lwrne_ 
stea.d chtuses are in the :-;a.n1c condition rts they 
were prior to thnt ent:tctlnent, or nearly so. 

Hoxot:HABLE ::\IE3rmm~ of the Oppo;ition : l\'o 
no! 

1lr. FOOTE : In reference to the resulutiuns 
before the Committee, I think it neccs;;ary 
that the colony should have revenue. It 
n1nst have re\'Bnue if \Ye arc to currY on 
public works, and the best way tu raise "t!I<l.t 
revenue is to do it in .such a wav thart the lWl'Son 

upon ll'hom the tttx \\'ill fall \Vill feel it in the 
least poosible degree. To my mine! the tax upon 
spirits is,, ve1·y desirable one, and l ,;lwuld be 
dispooed to hope that if the Government did not 
put a tax of 2~. a gallon upon impt)rted rurn 
they w<Juld be prepared to trtke 2s. a g:1llon off 
colonial nun, otherwise the colonial industry 
\nn1lcl be de~troyed. I ::tln not tt prote~tionist 
pure ancl simple, but I s:1y that if the UuYern­
ment must h;we revenue let them look about and 
protect <tn<l foster those indu.,tric·-c that re<tHirc 
fostering in our own col('ny. I therefore trnite 

that the Government ,;houltl put an cxtnt 
per g·allon upon imported spirits, and that 

Qneen .• Jand Rpirits •·honk\ 1·enmin ""they are. I 
'"lsn :tgree \vith the dnty upon beer. T consicl<.~· it 
iR a very .'-'UHtll tax, and 1 think it i:-; a. >::iluune to 
the cmmtry that the,;e brewer,; shoult\ be all<> wed 
to e<.1rry on their lnmiuc"H fot so nmny :rear.-;, rtnd 
pay oo little to the revenue of the colony for 
cloing so. They onlc' pay Gel. a bushel upon 
1mtlt, the sn.1ue <.1:-:i \Ve haYe to pay upon 
barley, oats, and other gtain. There iH no 
donbt 1\-ha,tever thnt tlwse brewers contribute 
their share to the ga.rJh, lunatic asylnint5, and 
ot.her institutions of that kind in the colony, 
which have to he snppnrted by the GoveJ·n­
ment. I think they should be called upon to 
contrihnte in nnother forrn, and in a far rnore 
tangible 1nanner, to co-operate HO fnr ati_ revenne 
is concemecl. As to the timber duty I cannot 
say that I go so heartily with th;ct, after the 
speech made by the junior member for Tpowich, 
who, I llltbt s:cy, let the cat out of the lntg, and 
who inforntetlus that there wai'i n. ring autmlg>;t 
the ~a\nnill nten, who r:.ti:-:t'<l tlH-; tillllwr np 
1.o a certain price and wonltl not Hell below 
it. They thus invited foreign Gompeiition 
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hut when it c:1me they g-o to the GoYern­
ment for help rtnd :1ok tEem to put n btx 
upon f<>reign timber. Th:1t I do not like. 
The Govern1nent, I think, should receive smne- 1 

thing for the timber upon the Crown lands, rmd 
the imported article should be bxcd in the sflme 
ratio. I :1111 sorry that the Government, when 
revising the t:1rif(instefld of doing it parti>~lly, did 
not go through the whole of it. The Government 
should interfere with its t>trifL "" little :1s 
]")'"ible, hut when they do interfere with them 
they should do it properly and thoroughly, 
and their intention should not only be directecl 
to the purposeH of rai~ing revenue, but to 
altering and 1nodifying the tariff::; \vheu su,,h 
<tlteration and modification is needed. I wonld 
clired the ttttention of the House to the 
duty on imported wines, which is fixed at ()e. 
per g:1llon. That, to my mind, is :1 monstrous 
impost. Local wine is thns nrotected to the extent 
of lN. per bottle, which is 8nClngh to pay for any 
ordinary wine in the colony-indoecl, I believe 
it is outsidP its v:1lne. If I had the power to do 
it I ,hould test the feeling of the Committee on 
the mrctter by moving th:1t the duty on imported 
wine be 3s. instead of Go. per gallon. As I lmve 
inti1nated on a. previon~ ocettHion, ·when we 
come to consider the Licensing Bill I shall 
certainly prupo:;e tlmt the wine-seller's liccn,;e 
shall not be restricted to fclneen.slmul wines, hut 
,;h:tll inclucle importell wines. I do not discuss 
this matter from " teetotal platform, beciluoe I 
am not a teetotaller or a blue-riLbon man. I 
Lelieve that wine is :1 very good thing, atHl tlmt 
winP and water n1ake a good drink for pr>uple 
in a hot clinmte 'llch :1s we have in this colony. 
I look upon the present duty on imported wine 
as simply prohibitory, rmd am therefore of 
opinion that ::;mne mnendn1ent should be 1nacle 
in respect to that duty. Ag:1in, sir, there is 
the duty on whe:1t. I believe that this duty 
cloes not yield :1 very gree~t reYBJme to the 
Treasury. 'I'he hem. member fm Darling Downs 
quoted some statistics the other night, but he 
very carefully left out wheat from his quotations. 
He said there w:1s no wheat imported, but I :1m 
<!uite satisfied that there has been a good dc 'tl of 
whm1t imported since l87U, :1nd that a grecct cle:1l 
lms been carried np the line at produce rates­
which ought never tu h:1ve been done, bec:1\1''·'' 
the wheat \\ aR not grown in the colony. If a 
1uillet' living on the Downs in1portr-; whc[~t frmn 
South Auotrali:1 or :1nY other pbce, ancl then 
get;-; it carried on the raihvav to its de:-;tination at 
produce mtes, the dnt:r is pr·aetically remitted to 
him hy the Govemment This has the effect 
of gh-ing a. nwnopoly of the trade to nlillen; 
on the 1 )owns. I wa.s dcnn1 Nouth smue thue 
u.g-o, and 1uet a 1nillor at J~chuca., \Vho \\as 
du~irou:-:; of starting a. rnill in Bribbane. He 
wrote to the Coloni:1l '.Dre:1,;urer wi~h the view of 
;;etting the duty on whm1t removed, but he did 
not succeed. He was quite prepared to cst:cblish 
:c mill in Brisb:1ne if tlmt clutc· lmd been aLolishecl, 
awl there would have been plenty of other mills 
sbrted here if we had not continued the pro­
hibitory impost on wheat. It is a very hetwy 
tax indee,l. I lmve mttde :1 calculation, and find 
the~t if a man expends £1,000 on wheat, and 
retums tlmt four times a ye:1r, he will tectualh­
]my 40 per cent. duty. The imposition of a tax of 
(jd. a bushel simply prevents the milling indu,;try 
being estahliohecl in the colony, becatme it would 
have to Le carried on for the benei1t of the 
Government with no profit to the mill-owners. 
\V e import flour, polbrcl, :1nrl bmn free. 

HmmUHAHLg :l'.lJmHEJ{S: No, no! 
1\Ir. FOUT.E: Yes! \V e import fionr free. I 

am not sure whether there i,; a rluty on hncn, for 
I have never importml it, but we import the 
flonr free, tmd we pmctie;~lly say to the people, 
"You oh:1ll nut ;;Timl wher~t within yunr own 

colony, lmt you sh:1ll do it ontoidc." But the 
tax on wheat is not the only thing th:1t 
re(111ire~ a111Fmding. There :Lre :-;evera.l other 
matters in the tteriff that require alteration, 
lmt I will only juot allude to one of them 
ncm-, ancl tlmt ie letether. There is 3d. per 
pountl duty on i1nported leather, 'vhilo bootti 
:tnd shoe') 1nado in England or else\Yhere are 
admittc•d into the colony at ii per cent. ad mlonm. 
The tariff doe.~ not hear e<tnally upon the different 
tracles in the community. There ttre many 
verRons carrying on businet:::;; who are con1para~ 
tively exempt from duty, whilst others are very 
heavily bxed. Hon. gentlemen on the other side 
talked about the conf:lUner anrl the por,r nmn, but 
had they got up a,nd advocated the reduction of 
1nany duties---such a8 thos0 on jarns, teas, and 
things of that sort, and starch--on which there is 
duty of 32 per cent.-:1lso on dr:1pery, boots and 
:':lhoe::;, ancl:c;tationery~-they wonltlhave advocated 
an ec}nit:1ble mTangement. At the prc,ent st:1te 
of affairs there is :1 t:1x of 2d. per lb. on jams 
and other article.; of th:1t description, and the 
impo.sition of these duties le;~ds to :1n 
evasion of the la'\v. For insta.nce) ja,nH3 are 
introduced in the form of pulp :1nd tinncll 
:1ftenv:1rcls here, and I believe the procedure 
recei veH son1e countenance in certain qnarters. 
However, the amount to l1e raised by these 
new clnti~s is only snmll. I regret that the 
U-ovennuent h~1ve not Heen their wa.y to uwdify 
smne of the exi:sting duties which avlH:'U.r to rne 
to require considerable altemtion. So f:1r as 
their proposnls ttre concerned, I have no objection 
to them :1s a whole, but I clo hope the Govern­
rneut in dealing \Vith theru will give U8 an 
opportunity of say in~ what we lmve to sny :1bout 
them and to deal with them acccordingly. 

Mr. P),T~MEll ;.aid: Mr. J<'mser,-T,ike the 
hon. nl?InlJer for Toowomnba, l do not feel in­
clined to criticise very mnch the Financial State­
ment before the Corumittee, for the l'C:hon that 
perhaps we are not all com potent to deal with 
rnatter" of surplus rovenne antl consolidated 
revenue, and other iten1s of tlmt n:1ture; hut 
there :tre some mtttters of expenditure before 
the Cornmitt•1e that '' c can :1ll take :1n 
interHt in. Those hon. gentlP,men who read the 
Colonial Treasnrer'H t:peech- there \Yore not 
nwny '' ho li~tened to it :1ll through-\\ ill have 
nb~erved Ronle point~~ of interest in it wl1ich 
may be discu,;sod by hon. members. The 
hon. gentleruan\; estiu1ate for thr year ~huwed 
:111 e:qmctecl deli0iency of .£:Z:3,000. Considering 
that thn,t i.~ rt small rnatter, it is Burpri~ing why 
the tiovenuncnt shonl<l propose to increa~e the 
taxation to the extent of £UO,OOO. 'l'he con­
clusion that I con1e to i~ tha.t the Estinmteb for 
1 88?)-() :ne so wild :1ncl oYer-estinmted thccc the 
'l'rea:mrer really considu.,s that there will br. a 
111neh grertter deficiEncy. l'or in."ltnnce) tnkc the 
bncl revcnnc. Under the three items of " A no­
tion, 1' "8election," and "Pre~enl]Jtion," ~~'C 
notice tlmt in "l::\Sil-4 £S!J,Ii32 was receive<!. In 
the following ye~11· there '\Ya..-: a falling~off of a good 
nutny thousands-a retnrn of £(i!J,l"1!1. \Vith that 
falling-off of 1'8\-onue the Colonia,l Treasnrer esti~ 
nmte'' tlmt he will receive this year .£100,000 with­
out givi11g ns any reason for sncl1 an extraordil1ary 
jnmp. l do not belieYe that tlmt amonnt of 
revenue will be realised, :1ncl, looking at the 
decisions of the Ltnd Board, which are not out of 
the w:1y, I think tlmt the revenue io ,;till more 
problematical. For instance, although the 
mnonnt received up to ,]ate is but £G:J(j-of course 
we must reme1nber thn,t the .\d has only been in 
force fnr a few uwnths-the Cnlonia.l Trea.~nrer 
says he expecto to receiYo £~0,000; and his own 
'n>rd~ are :-

"HC"nt~ nn<lt:r thP ~\_ci of 1~~L :--trt~ e~tlumt(•(l t.n l'GLch 

,£;30.000; lmt it 11111~t at o1we lJe adnlittn1 that tlti~ 
c~timatc !:i purely <.:oujct.:tural." 
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]{e goeK on-
,, IL ltla.Y be l'Cgartlell a~ an nnknown quantiLy ." 

:\nd, l'"~a.lly, takin;; all 1natterN into con:-:ideru­
tion, I {1uite agree with hiu1. \Ye Clllne no\V to 
the railway receipts. On the Central Railway, 
in 1~83-4, there wat; received ±:153,000; in the 
following yea.r exactly the smne mnount, ~bowing 
that thing8 were in a Htate of ~::~tagnntion; but what 
re~tHonH dop,, the Trea.Hurer give for Lelieviug 
that that line will produce £10!!,000 tbitl year'? 

.. 'J'hc pre~ent condition of the country mulcr pa:-;toral 
oecnpation gi\'es ri~o to 11uw.h anxiety. fOl' atthongh 
;:;ras~ i~ rupre~entr·d to lP' fairly ahnllllant oYer a consi~ 
dcralJlc HL£L of the interior, \Yatcr b :-:carcc orer the 
whole colony. 

'''rho eonntry frrnn Jtockhampton \YCSt'iVal'(l to the 
bonwlm'.\' of the uor1llern tcrritor\' of South .\_n~trali.a, 
a lctl'l-\'i' p_or.tion of tile ~m·th Kcllliuly <li"ltriet anrl ~·llC 
honlr~r d11•triet from (!ooufli\Yllllli '' cstwar<l. ,...,t.jll .'lnlfers 
~OYcrcl,r from the Uronght. ~honld Lhe nsnalraiu~ fall 
<tt the r•lul of tllh; month or in ~cptcml)Qr the morlillity 
iu ~dOL'k will not, it i~ relialJly stntcd. be largf'ly 
innca:-;cd. On tltc other hanrl. fCIY more lllOllths oi' 
rlronght "\Yill be frang·ht with eotl.'">t:ttnoue;::~:' 

ln the f:we of that he eRtimateR tlmt the revenue 
will increase to £19.),000 from ,£1?13,000. On the 
~orthern Hail wa-y thoro was to be a,n increa'"e to 
HOO,OOO from £7G,OOO. These are items which 
lcmd we to the belief tlmt the J<},timatcs are 
<Jver-eRtinmtecl, and that thev are wild. The re:d 
"'l,jeet before the Committee, however, is the 
taxation resolution~;, and I believe that j,, a 
matter that the c<Jnntry will be heard upon. I 
_au1 qnite certa.in that ~'t wa-rning note will 
he c;trnck, and th<>t the ( ~ovemment will 
haYe to recede frmn the po;-;ition they haYe 
taJ.:::n1 up. I have receivPd telegrmus frmu 
Y~triiJn:; parts of the country l'eLtti Vf' to the taxa,­
tiun ()fl nmchinery, and I ihink n1y own di:-,trict 
uwy Le taken a,:-; a, criterion h·orn which to jndge 
ab to how this will a.ffect 1nining operations. I 
know tlmt on the machinery that hDH been 
l:mdcrl in Xormanton fm· t>~ o fields the expense,; 
~ucre~tHed the original co':lt by lOO per cent. J.1'or 
mc;tance, machinery worth £fj00 before eredinn 
cost :wother £GOO. If to that l1e adrlccl £30 
extra. rul rrd(JI'CJn duty it will, of cou1·se, increase 
the h""''Y expense that attemlR the wmking of 
tho,,c fielck In fact, the 'I're:c~nrcr himflelf 
adr11it~ the argtunent aK a;..;,ainst ilnposing this 
taxa,tiou; and I '"ill btke lea\'8 to quote again 
fmm hi,; ,;peech ctgainst the proposition. He 
Hcty,; :-

.. The Ethcridg-e Cold }'idcl contritmtcll al>out 
1~.ono oz. np to t.hc cn(l of .Jm1,;. an(l of tlli~ 1iuld it maY 
lJc ~afcl~-lll"8!lieted that "'i\~Ore the nwaus o[ n;mm1mir, ~-
lion Jnor(; btnJnrable it wonlll one ot the rielt~·st. 
a nil mo~t. p··rlllanen! rcc'tng· .\n~Lntlia; bnt 
nntol't nuately it has long- b. en rctanll'fl hy tlw high 
l'Hlc~ of earriag eartus.rc. crn::;hing-, and liying. wltich 
arc itlsctmrablc from a mining tlistrict '·O re1uot.e fl'Dlll 
t•o;t:-<lal eomrnnuh~atlon." 

.\llll he ]!l'oposc' to inc:re<'s•3 the burden of thitl 
producing in(lu:-;try by clap1Jing 011 LL t<-tx on 
Jllac:hiuery which hcts hithm'to been exelllpt. 
~fbtt i:-;. fos.terin.s· one of the greate;-)t producing 
llHlnstne.'-; 111 the conntrv with a. vcnuemH.:<:! 
Heferring to the prn]HJH···J ti1nber ta,x, I ::t~ll (1uite 
certain that the ,;ame remarkK will hold ~,;oocl. 
1 f we only look aronntl Brh;bane, \Ve :-:;hall :-;p tL 

hundred arguuwnt . ..:; a::;·ainst the in1po~iti()n of a 
tax npou a coninHHlity :-;n rnuch used a:5 tin1ber. 
lt Heerns to 111e a~ if thi:-; propo!-:lt1l wa.--; an au:-;\ver 
to a. 1 mtition which wa~ received last .-38:-3:-Jiou frmn 
~\1m'Yborongh, praying that a tax :-;hould he iln­
]Jtlcsed npon importee! timber. \Ve see "11 around 
u.-:;---in Brisl1ane and the other town~ of the 
colony-buildings going up cvery\vhero. =s:-ow, 
who are putting- th0111 up but ti1e working Ill en 
of the. colony? They nre certainly the men 
who w1ll ~uif_l!l' nw~t fnnn the impo~ltim1 of a tnx 
on ti1ulmr. I thcrefon~ deprecate the itnpo . ..;ition 
~,[ thi.s tax of h. Gel. upon rlressed timber imported 
mto the eolony. It !m,; been a great boun to all 

working men that they have had the opportunity 
of obtaining tirnherfor lmihling vurpo1-m1-3 at such 
re:csonablc mtes when they h"d to contend ac;·aint't 
the monopoly created by colonial sawmill pro­
prietor,;, To judge from the amount to he re­
ceiv-ed from this new tax-,£3,000-it certainly 
appmtr,; to me it is not worth while collectiug 
the tax for all tlmt it will retmn to the con,;oli­
dntecl revenue. \Vith reg-ard to the rlnty on 
spirits and beer, I have nothiug wha,tever to tmy ; 
but I ''nr certain that, if the tlnty upon spirits i,; 
fixed at 12s., people will drink quite as much a,; 
they did when the duty waR only 10s. That 
is a matter tb:tt I :1111 very slightly concemed in. 
\Vith regard to th~ increased taxation on beer, 
the Uolunial Trea.r-nuer e':ctinul.tes there "\Yill be 
received a sum of £40,000; but at the same time 
he :;tates the working men will not feel it. Xmv 
£40,000 collected from the lllen who ttre g-oing- to 
clt·ink colonial beer must be felt by them, and it 
is absurd to say thev will not feel the burden 
that has been ·impmerl. There is one other 
remarkable phase or fc;tture in the Colonial Trea­
surer's speech, and thctt L; where he admits the 
decreaRe in cattle, in sheep,amlin thelandrre1·enue. 
And yet he points to the fiourbhing- condition of 
Bri:;bane :ts an in,;tance that the whole colony i,; 
fiouri,;hing-. There i,; not the slightest doubt 
that if we were to j uclge of the condition of the 
whole colony by the aspect of things in Brisbane 
we should say the colony was flourishing. Of 
course the colony is under a cloml at pre,;ent, 
but I believe onr resonrcs:c; are so abundant 
and so elastic that it will not , re:clly matter 
\vha.t GoYern1nent i::; in power~thP colony b 
bound to go ahead, provided we h:we f:wourable 
tleasons. I think we rnay congratulate the hon. 
the Treasurer, at all events on the tmw of hope­
fulness which hi,; whole speech breathes. H ~ 
has been likened to :\Ir. ::\Iicawber, but I think 
the Colonial Treasurer, who ic; apt at ciassical 
rpwtations, willreprebent another Ptmdora':-:; box, 
in which, when everything el:-ie hacl gone, there 
"\Ya.s still left hope. The Trea~urer gi veH us hope 
to carry on till next year, mtd I only hope Hope 
will attend him throughout. 

The ::HlXIRTEH :I''Oll L,\XJlS (Hon. C. Jl. 
llutton) saitl: }[r. Fm,,er,----I h:t' e li,;tenerl to the 
opeecheK delivered by h<m. gentlemen on the other 
,;ide tu ,;ce if any uf them would take up any 
other line of argmuent than that ''"ed by the 
leader of the Oppw;ition, and I was disappointed. 
I did not a,t once rise to nnrs\ver the hon . 
lli8lllber for :\'inckn.y'H chargcH ag-ain;-;t the 
I.and .._':..et, 1Jeeau1-!e they '"Tere siuq.Jly in :-;onw 
re,;pects an echo of the ,;peeeh of the hon. leader 
of the Oppm;ition, which had been fully an,"vc,recl 
bv the Pn'Hliel'. r_rhe hou. lilBlllber for J3a1onne 
f,·;llowecl in the same line. If I had not been oo 
U;-)ed to the tactic" of htm. n1on1bers in thi:-:; 
ltcm~e I shoulcl be mther ,;nrprioecl at the 
statement, so conKt.1lltly reiterated, that the 
L:mrl Ac:t is a f:tilnre. The hm1. nJember for 
l'vlaclmy haR repeated the statement, bnt . its 
e,bsurdity must be apparent even to him. Ho 
know;; perfectly "ell t'1at the Act has not conw 
into opemtion at all yet, except in those swnll 
i.solated tmcts of land that were nb"olnteJy valne­
leKs nnder the ol1l , \et and h:we beei1 lyin;;· 
\Va:ste for yeart(, ~Even yet there are no ln.nd:-; 
that can be dealt with nnder the Act. They 
are~ cmlling in gradually, but np to the erul of 
this month the lessee•; m·e not obliged to suncn­
der their run:-:;. J<~veu the few who have HUlTRll­

clered up to the present time have not been able 
to get their rnns divided, and the sun eyorH are 
on them preparing them to be opened for selec:­
tion. 1 think the hon. gentleman 111t1st be ~twaru 
th;tt Ktatemcnts of that kind are lmrdly credit­
al1le tu anyoue who want:-{ tu Inake a, fair arHl 
honeKt statement of any fact. The lwu. geutlc-
111<-.Ul then went on to read ~mne figure,-:;, ~huwiug 
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that the Government that preceded the late Gm·­
errHnent son1e six or :-;eyen years ago actnaJly 
exceeded by some G per cent. the salt•-< of I:tncl 
rnade by their Hncces80l'B. \'fo.l ell, even if it were so, 
the pre,;ent Government, many memLers of which 
were vrobably rnembers of the Gnvernn1ent to 
which he a,llndes, have over and over again in 
thiR House confeHed the error of their ways 
and have changed their opinion to a better and 
more wholesome state. I think it is very credit­
aLle to them to have done so. The hon. gentle­
In<1n rnakes another rnisstaJen1ent. J-1 e says the 
po.ssiLility of getting· a freehold iH ah;olntely cut 
off fron1 anyone. He know::; that i~ not true-­
he knows freeholcls are still to be nbbined within 
certain restricted areas. Then he qualifie-; the 
statement afterwards by saying that a man has 
to perfonn too rnany conditionH ; fnr inHtance, 
he has to live on the land-that is too great 
fL hm·d:-~hip for any lll<:lll who want:; to get n, 
bit of freeholrl property. I unrlerstand the hon. 
gentle1nan',-; opinions when he n1akes snch a. 
Nbtmnent as that. He want,; to get hold of a 
freehold without any conditions-to keep it idle 
until its value increa,es to others, and then to 
sell it to them. \V ell, the object of the Bill iil 
to rlefeat that. The hon. member for Balonne, 
in his remarks on the Land Act, not only repeats 
the words of the hon. member for .Mackay-that 
the Land Act baN f:tiled-bnt he says there is no 
possilJility uf any revenue arising frmn it for all 
time, or that there could be but'" trifling- incre.;tse 
of revenue frmn it under anv cirClnl1sta.nces. 
The hun. gentleman does not surely think that 
becansennder thP present condition of thing~ there 
i:-; great difficulty in taJdng up country, that is 
g-oing to be the case always. In ::\ ew South \Yales 
they h•wc an Act that i.< not as liberal as ourf. in 
llUt.ny re~pect::.; ; tbey have better ~easuns no,v, 
bnt the land there is being t1tken up at such a 
rate that the les.see.s of the runs are rather 
astonished at the position they are in-tlwir rnns 
are gone as soon a::; they con1(~ into the r11arket. 
The same would hold here if the seasrms were 
fairly good, so a~ to enable n1en to go out Hnd 
work their selections. The lwn. member for 
JVLtcka.y also referred to a statement he oai<l had 
been rnade over ::tnrl over a.g·a.in by rrletnber,,, of 
this Government, that the revenue from rents 
would be enormous-would amount to a million 
or more. I do not think anv such statement 
has been made by any 'i:nember of this 
(-4-overnrnent; I certainly have never heard 
it. I never even attempted to estimate the 
rents. I am quite satisfied of this-that the 
lands should be secured against the possibility of 
being· lllOllOlJolised by thm~e who willtnake a lxtd 
use of them. That is the first consideration; the 
rent is quite a secrmdary aff>1,ir. That the rents 
will be very larg-e a few years hence I firmly 
believe. J<:ven those lands taken up in the ag-ri­
cf1ltur;cl areas, where the limit is 1,280 acres, will 
bring n tr81nendou~ ret:enue tu the country by 
their purcha.sing price, and ev·en if the holders 
do not choose to buy them the increasing rents 
will bring in ar Yery large revenue. Of course it 
will be some years before the retnrns are very 
larg-e, but at all events we have secured 
settlement in the first place, and in the second 
place we secure a fair V<tlue for these lands if 
they become freeholds, or a fair rental if they 
remain leaseholds. 'l'h>tt the Act is perfect in all 
respects I do not think; but, at all eYents, it 
is a step in the right direction, and, that step 
ha.ving been secured, thn;;,e \vho are brougl1t into 
exi'itence, a~ it were, under the ..._.\_et, \Vill, I feel 
sure, iu~ist at length on iL; principled being 
extended and n:ade to apply to all the land 
of the colony. That, I believe, will be the 
ultimate ontcoll!e of it "till. \Vlmt may be 
posHible in the future is nnt possible now. 
No one knew better than the hon. gentlemen on 

that side of the Honse while the Dill was passing 
through that if they could get a Bill embodying 
snch principles in their entirety, applying to all 
the land.s in the colony, they probably would 
have been able to block it, and thereby we would 
have defeatted our own object. But that object 
will b~ attctined yet, by calling into existence a 
nurnl1er of tnen occupied as agricnltnrists and 
gnL:der~, who will be able to force these prin­
ciplee on the country. 

Jilr. K01(TOX said: ::i[r. Fraser,-I think it 
is quite probable that if the Bill brnnght in by 
the hon. member had extended the principle of 
non-alienation to all the lands of the colony-­
town and suburban lamls included-it wonid 
have been blocked. I believe such a Bill mmld 
never h~tJY8 passed, bnt still those who belieYC 
in the princi1,le might hav-e voted for the 
exclusion of town lands and left the Bill 
a8 it now is. But the Govennnent ditl 
not 'vttnt to bring in a Bill to ptovide again~t 
the [tlienation of town and snbnrban land;.;. 
\Vhy, sir, the Go\·el'nnlPnt thenu:~elves are too 
much mixed up in the sD.!e of the,e lands to 
Lring· in a Bill of that sort. I rlo not wish to go 
into pe1·sonal matters, but we all know that hon. 
members on both sides are hrgcly interesterl in 
these land svndicntcs. It is a remarkable het 
that even my hon. friend the ::Vlinister for Lands 
-and I snppose I may speak of him as snch­
shonl<l jnst at the present time have rlis0overerl 
the inconvenience of residing on property that is 
not his own and prefers living on his own land to 
being a leaseholder. If he prefers that ROrt of 
thing, why, in the name of fortune, should 
not men who live ontside of towns prefer to 
do the same ? The JVlinister for Lands knows 
that it i:-; rrnwh xnore con venient-nnlCh n1m·e 
satisfactory-to settle dnwn on a place tlmt 
belongs to himself; and almost every man in the 
colony feels the same. \Yhether living in town, 
subufb 1 or the country, every n1an prefers to 
have his own piec-e of lane! which he can call his 
home and leave to his children when he dies. 
But it iH not necessary to go into a discussion on 
that point, and I intend to say very little about 
the Land Act. I am not going to say that it has 
prove<! " failure-although I believe it will pro,·e 
a failure-or that a larg-e revenue will not be 
derive,] from it, because I believe a very large 
revenue indeed will be derived from it-much 
larg-er than hrts been derived fron1 any prec8ding 
Land Act ; lmt that revenue will not come 
in at once, and \Yhen it doeK cmne in 
the amounts to be paid for compensation 
as leaseholds fall in will take more than the 
reYenue deriverl nncler the Act to make up. Tt 
has been stated by men who have carefnlly gone 
into the matter that the compensation money 
that will have to be paid under the Act in a few 
years 'vill be so large that the revenne derived 
from the hmd will be more than swallowed np 
in it. ;:)o fflr as the Act lms gone, I do not think 
anyone is justified in ca.ying that it is ;c failure. 
I know that that statement has been marle, but 
it onght to be accepted in the rw1nner in which 
it is made. The ,\.et has only been in operation, 
as w'' all know, for a very short time, and hRs 
not yet got birly to work, and those who spe.ak 
of it as a failure speak of it only so fa1· as 
it has gone at present. It is r1uite true 
that the Act came into operation two monthH 
later than was originally intended, but those 
two months have not niade so much difference 
that it could not have been foreseen that the 
revenue Fxpected from it could not be realiKed ; 
and althouQ·h thf' Premier has trie•l to account 
for the biilu·e of revenue from it by repre­
senting that it carne h1to force at a late 
<hte. than was originally intended, lUHl thRt the. 
original lH'npm;ition of selection before Rurvey 
was done away with, it is somewhat remarlmble 
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that it never appeared to the Colonial Treasurer 
in that light. The Colonial Treasurer anticipated 
that he would receive £10,000 from selec­
tions. _ '-s a matter of fact he has not recei ,-ed 
£1,000, or anything like it. 'l'hc hon. gentle­
man attributes the falling-off to the very 
great drought that prevailed in the colony, 
which pre\·ented selectors from taking up land. 
l have not thP Rlighte:;t hesitation in ~n,ying 
that the dronght had nothing whateYer to do 
with it. 'l'he drought has not prevented home­
stectd selections and conditional selections from 
]Jeing taken up. The sum anticipated by the 
hon. gentlen1an to be recr~;iYed fron1 that clrrs8 
of selections has, I believe, been rnorc than 
doubled, and the dl'ought prevailed as much 
when those selections were taken up as it does 
now. The fact is that there is a general desire 
thronghout the colony to obtain land as pri,·ate 
property, as freehold, and as general £L disinclina­
tion to settle on the lnncl as tenant>;, whether 
of the Crown or any private lnndlorcl. But 
I tlo not intend to' dwell upon that flub­
ject. Heference has been made to the greater 
proportion of revenue which was derived 
from the sale of laml lw the Government 
"·hich preceded the i\Icil,;-raith GoYernment, 
than that which was tleriverl from thn.t somce 
during the time the j\'Icilwraith Government \\'Uti 

in power. \Ve a.l'e now given to unclerRtand 
that the pre:<ent Government have chang-ed their 
viewR on thnt subject, and no longer bolie\e in 
alienation. That may be very true, but what is 
the difference so far as the people who li,-e in the 
country are concerned-the people who ha,ve to 
occupy the bnd? They m·e not alltmed to 
]Jlll'cha.~e land, except in agl'icnltura1 are<:tN. 
'l'hey are not allowed to buy their homes : they 
must take them up as le,t-eholds, and after the 
firRt ten yearH, and every fi \'8 succeeding ;y~earR, 
they are liable to have their rents re~ised. \\'hat 
is the difference so far as they are concerned? 
The Govemment say their ob.iect is to r:ci,e 
a revenue, hut so fttr as the ]Jeople are 
concerned who have to pay that revenue, 
not only are they compelled to remain as 
loe~seholders under the Government, but when­
ever there is the slightest excuse to squeeze 
more rent out of them they are bound to pay it. 
That is the result of thi' chang-e in the opinions 
of the Govemment. It may be a good ide:c to 
raise revenue, but it is the worst principle that 
cnuld he atloptecl so fctr as the men who occupy 
the bnd are concerned. I would mention one 
other matter with reg;crcl to the revenue derived 
from the land. I am not in a position to rpwte 
the exact figures, but during the time the 
1\Icilwraith (~overnment was in office the money 
that was tlerived from the sale of land, added 
up, was only Cf[ual-there was a difference of 
some £4,000 or .£:3,000-to the money that was 
in \'ested fron1 snrplus funds for in1migration 
and for reprnductive puhlic works. I say, 
speaking roundly, that the whole of ti1e 
revenue cleri ved from sale of laml by the 
~Icihvraith Govenunent during their five vear~' 
tenure of office was re-investPd for purposes of 
iln1nigration and for reproductive publi0 works. 
Now, Rir, j,.. that taking adv,:t_,ntage of the lands 
of the colony '! \Yith regard to these proposed 
new taxes, I nnmt say that I cnnnot agree with 
them. It is a most remarkable fact, sir, th:1t at 
the time when the Trea,;urer was able to J•oint 
out to this Committee that the roYefiue of the 
colony, taken at per he~d of population, was 
greater than the reYenue of any other colony, 
based npon the same c·alculation-that the 
revenue frmn Custon1s \Vas gre~-tter than the 
1'evenue frorn that t:nurce in ~tny other colony, 
taking the same pm ?'atd calculation-that at this 
very time, when we a.re Rn rnuch in advance of the 
other colonies as the Treasurer represents us to be, 

he should come forward and say "\Ve must have 
more taxation." I think it 'vill be difficult for 
people to understand how it is, if the colony is in 
so lntwh better a position so far aH revenne iR 
concerned than it was, that the Treasnrer should 
come forward and demand further taxation in 
order to increase the revenue. I say that very 
ft:wt alone sho,vs that there is smnething 
thoroughly unsound in our financin1 syste1n. I tlo 
not believe in the duty on timber. In the first place 
the (iovernment imposed a royalty on timber in 
order to secure a revenue from the natnral jJrn­
dncts of the country. They had no idea then of 
proposing a tctx on in1ported tin1ber. It was nnt 
until those eng·aged in the timber bnsiness took 
the m::ttter up, and a deputatinn waited upon 
the Minister for Lands in Brisbane and other 
places, that the Govermneut proposed to counter­
act the effect of the tax first imposeci by putting 
on an import duty. The proposal was first made, 
I believe, by the hon. gentleman who, while 
professing to be a freetrader, ::wtually propm;:es 
to levy this tax upon timber in order to counter­
act the effects of the royalty which he himself has 
imposed. The effect of this duty, I believe, will be 
to raise thte price of timber throughout the whole 
colony. It will not only raise the price of local 
timber, but of imported timber also, and the 
result will be that the timber industry and 
all those connected with lmilcling-who wish to 
put up houses or cottages for themselves-will 
have to pay this adva.nced rate. The effect of 
the other duties will be exactly the same. I clo 
not think it is necessary to say much about the 
duty on S)!irits; but it is somewhat remarkable 
that when the Treasnrer proposed a duty on 
heer he dit! not also propose that an excise tluty 
should be charged upon colonial wine. \Vhy 
shoulcl it not be charged in one case as well 
as in the other? I do not mean to say that 
those duties should be clmrged ; I do not 
think they should ; but it is somewlutt remark­
able th<tt the hon. gentleman should only 
propose a tax on beer manufactured in the 
colony, when heiR willing, or wa,s willing a short 
time ago, that it should be armngcd to abolish 
the dutv on colonial wines RO that wines frou1 
the otl1er colonies mig·ht be admitted free, I 
think the one item to which more objection 
might be taken than any other is the tax upon 
machinery. It is contended by hon. members 
opposite that it is desirable to put a tax upon 
rnachinery in order to lJrotect and encourage 
local industry. It is asoerted that in this eolony 
we lmve foundries where almost all the 
machinery that is re<[uired can be manu­
factured, I cloubt that that i, the case. 
However, for the sake of argun1ent, I will 
admit that it is so, and I will ask-\Yhy should 
this tax he levied to encourage those foundries 
to the absolute detriment of all the other pro­
ductive industries in the colony that use ma­
chinery? \V e put a tax of 5 per cent, upon 
all machinery imported, professedly for the 
benefit of the foundrir,, and all the other indus­
trie" of the colony which require to use machinery 
have to pcty that tax for the advancement of 
those foundries. \Vhere is the sense in that? 
\V e protect one industry and we tax a score. I 
ctm one of those who think that machinery, aboYe 
all other things, should be exempted from duty, 
and the reason - I presume thttt as tho 
hem. the Treasurer took the trouble to write 
it out in his speech he intended it as a solid 
reason-for the imposition of this duty, or 
for taking machinery out of the list of articles 
exempte.d from duty, is the case that he mentioned 
where smneone atten1pted to get animal charc(J:tl 
pn,ssed through free of duty as sugar n1a.chinery. 

1 Is that a reason to give-that becaLJse someone 
tries to take a.d va.nta.ge of the CuHtom H nu~e a 
duty should be imposed on all machinery 
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mported into the colony? Nobody but a fool 
would Jigten to such a proposccl as to ccdmit 
animccl cluwcoal free ,;imply because it is u;;ed 
in sugar manufn,cture, and yet the hlm. the 
Colonial Treasurer took the trouble to write out 
that trumpery fact, have it printecl in his Budget 
Speech, and put it before this Committee as a 
reason why this fi per cent. wl valorem duty 
shonl<l be charged. The h<m. member for 
2\laclmy in referring to this matter· spoke of the 
mining industry a.f:l being in a prosperous state at 
the present time. I do not know whether the 
h<m. gentleman meant that on that account the 
miners would be ccble to pay this tax. If he diLl, 
I do not agree with hi1n, because, although it 1nu~t 
be admitted that the mining industry generally is 
in cc prosperous condition-although some of those 
concerned in that industry ccre doing remarkably 
well-some of them making fortunes-that iN not a 
rertson why other::; who are nut dning "'Nell should 
be taxed for trying to open out fresh fields of 
n1ining in<lnstry, which at preRcnt n.re not pro­
ductive or are nnl:v giving a sn1all return for 
capit<Ll invested. The object in ccdmitting this 
particular 1nining 1nachinery dnty-free is to 
hHlnce miners~n1en who h~'t,Yt.' capital and ure 
willing to risk it-to take up ne\v country, not only 
fot pro~pecting purposes, but to work it rrnd pnt 
1nrtehinm·y upon it. I ask, is it a fair thing to 
those men that their industry a!Hl enterprise 
should be checked simply because hon. gentle­
men on the other side of the Committee choose to 
state that tell the machinery that is required in 
the country c;m be made here, ccnd therefore the 
fonnllries sl1<mld be benefited to the extent of 3 
pm· cent. '? 1-Io\v long i~ it, :-;ir, since these foun­
dries have required any ccs,istance at all·? How 
long is it since there has been n,ny slackness in the 
foundries of the colony? rrherc are v. good nutny­
smne ia 2\.Iaryborongh, smne in Brislmne, smne 
at Rockhmnpton, at Too\\'oon1ba and other 
placeR-and three yenrs ag;o nJl thPse foundries 
were in full work. It is only since the time 
when the preKent (-}nvcrnnHmt cmne into power 
that they have had any rea:.;on to corupbin of 
the dulness of t.ra.cle. G p to that time they 
were Lloing well. I see the hon. the Colonial 
Tr~~Lsurer smile, but he knows perfectly well 
that whcct I say is a fact-that with the ad vent 
to power of the present Government the 
f1'nnclry indnstry began to grow slack-and it 
began to grow Rlack for reasons that it is not 
neces:.,m·y to go into now. 'The explanation to a 
certain extent bears upon the action taken by the 
Government. I do not think that the Treccsurer 
will tleny that what I say is correct-that three 
years :1go the foundries 'vere in full work, and 
di<l not know how to get through it. The 
Governinent h:1cl work in ha.nd in sou1e of the 
fonnclriPs which they could not get carried out 
for month:.; after the time specified; ccnd in 
Rmne instances the fonndrie~ were pre11ared, 
rather than be compelled to go on with the 
work, to forfeit the overtime which was charged 
against them. Privccte firms also had any 
mnount of work that they conic! not get dune. 
How is it that if they were in such a flourishing 
coiHlition at that time cc protective duty of 5 per 
CPnt. is necessary now to keep then1 gning? The 
lei.dtilnate conclusion i:; that the GovoJrnrnent 
m:e in need of money at the prment time, ccnd 
bring that forward :::t:.; :tn excn;::;e for taxing 
machinery, which I think i,; above all things an 
item which ought to be admitted duty-free into 
the colony. It has been free for a long time 
now, m1cl I think the ren,:.::ons which were 
urged cct the time for admitting it free of duty 
nre as strong now fl.,s ever they were before. I do 
not think it i.s necessary to-nig·ht to go into this 
subject much further. There is only one thing 
I will say, which I forgot, with regard to the t,n 
upon beer. It hcc,, been contend eel tlmt the public 

will not be bxed - that the t'"" will be 
borne by the brewers or the Jlllblicccns, I do 
not know \Vhich. Xow, I ask you, ::Ylr. l,~rascr, 
frmn your knowledge of human n:1ture a,nd 
business, whether either the publicans or brewers 
ccre willing- to give up f:40,000 a year, which the 
Colonial Treasurer anticipates to collect from this 
source, rather tha,n charge extra for their produce? 
I think the reasons that ha\·e been given for the 
in1positiou of the~e taxes rtre excessively bad 
ones. I do not think they will bear any nrgn­
ment, ccml I believe that if hon. memhers on 
both sides of the Committee would freely give 
expression to their idea8, and vote in acconhtuce 
with those idea .. ,, they would be di.sccgreed to 
without the slightest hesitation at ccll. But wh~n 
we find hon. members ready to stccncl up m 
their places and sccy, "I do not believe in 
that tax; I don't think it i.s a proper tax, 
bnt I suppose I must vote for it;" what are 
we to expect ? I certainly muRt coufer:-;s I 
was a little smpriscd when the hon. member fm 
Drayton and Toowoomba-~[r. Alctnd-rooe up 
and made his short speech. I knew that the 
hnn. 1nen1ber would support thP: G-ovennnent so 
fccr as he Jl<>s,,ibly coulLl, but I think that after a 
member of this Committee tells the Committne 
<listinctly that he does not believe in the imposition 
of some '1mrticubr tax, but he supposes he will 
have to vote for it, it is a poor lookout for the 
Committee and for the country. 

J\fr. KATES said: Mr. }'raser,~I am very 
much pleased to hear that the hon. gentleman 
who htt,, just sat down does not. condemn the 
Land Act altogether. I do not think he would 
be justified in conden1ning it a,t its pre~ont 
juncture. The Land Act hccs not hcc<l time to 
get into operation, and I think it is pren1a~tn·e 
to condernn it nO'l.\", I \Vould not haYe l'IROn 

hac! it not been that I wished to make a fow 
remarks with regccrd t0 wlmt was said by the 
hon. member for.Bunclccnba. He sccid it was his 
opinion tha.t the farming imlu.otry had been ton 
much "cocldle,J," ccnd he suggested that the Cd. 
duty on wheott should he done mvay with. I re­
member, not ver!' long smce, that the hon. gentle· 
1nan enjoyed a protection of £!) on every bale of 
cotton mise<l in Ipswich, and the hon. memher 
for Maclmy has enjoyed £:1 protection duty on 
sugar, ttnd I do not see why farrn:rs on the 
J)arling l)owns or \vheat-gro\Yers In general 
shonlr! not he protected on a small scale. 
\Vith reg:trd to the question before the Com­
mittee, I must tell the hem. Colonial Treaourer 
that ccbove all, the tax upon ccgricultuml imple­
ments will be fmmcl very u;.,popular in thiN 
colony. because we ccre obliged to import implc­
ment8 ·from .Melbourne and England which 
cannot be manufacture<! here. \Ve are obliged 
to have threshing-1nachines and othey.;;; frorn 
England, ccnd I do not think. the fccrnung cmn­
munity will like it Yerymuch. \Vithregard to beer, 
I belieYe, with the hem. g·entloman who has Jnst 
sat clown, that the burden will fall upon the 
working Inan. Instead of paying 3d. for each 
g·l:,sstheywillhavetopayod.; such taxe;genemlly 
fall upon the sme~ll men. If the hon. Treasurer 
will confine himself to putting ccn additiomtl duty 
upon ~pirib; <tlouc, ;:tnd inHtc~td of increasing it by 
214. increage it by 10s., he would rai~e fLH 1nuch 
revenue a~, \\'(mid covt~r all the other a.rticlcx. 
Those \vho \Vant to drink gin or whi:-3ky, or 
bmndy, can pay for it, to the extent .of Gel. 
per "nobbler," or even ls. There lH one 
thing I would ask the Colonial Treasurer. \Ve 
have been borrcnving very htrgely for these .last 
twenty y;pG,rs and are keeping on borrowing. 
\Vhere will this terminnte; when slmll we stop 
brJrrowing? 

Mr. BLACK.: \Vhen we hccvelanel revenue. 
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Mr. KATES: \Ve will have to provide for a 
larger 1)opulation, or there is snre to be n coll:.-qJ'e 
in the colonv. 'l'he borrower] monev keeps 
things going· (;n swhrnningl:,, and nwnny 'Rpeut in 
pnblie buildings nnd railways caw.;es the pros­
perity the hon. g-entleman has alluded to. But 
the pr,·perity of the colony is not so great as the 
lwn. gentlmnan \Yislws to rnake out. I wish to 
cnll the hon. gentleumn's nttentinn to this: 1 nlso 
fiml on the l~stimntes £50,000 for sugar-milk I 
do not think that the Committee will itgree to 
:;mch an appropriation. l do not see \',rhy sugar­
mills should be erected rct the expense of the 
country. }'oundries nnd flour-milL; should be 
treated the :•Jtme WitY; but when thnt question 
comes before the Committee I do not think it will 
be itccepted. The pastoLcl interest is not very 
flouri~hing and tho sugar huln:-3try is not very 
flourishing. Owing to the grent lo:-;se'.; in stock 
c:msed by the late droughts the pn.Ktoml interc~t 
i,;; declining, and it is owing-, also, to the low price 
of wool. So that I think the hon. gentleman 
:-;lwnl(llook to the 1niniug interest :1nd the n,gri­
cultuml interest as likely to be the salvation of 
the colonY, and if he starts by putting a tax upon 
machinery I think it is a step in the wrong direc­
tion. I do not wish to say any more until the 
J~stimates come on. I shall do my level best to 
try alld cut thmn down as 1nnch as posRible, HO 

as to make np for the estimated deficit of £2G,OOO. 
1 ha,·e no doubt that a great many hon. members 
will snpport me. · 

Mr. ISA:MBERT said: ::\1r. I•'raser,-It has 
been said that the financial policy of the Govern­
Inent is unsatisfactory, but I an1 sorry to say 
that the attack of the Opposition on that policy 
is still more unsatisfactory. A wmtker attack 
I have never heard ; and as the attack ,,f the 
Opposition on the financi<Ll propositions of 
the rrrea.sury has been so vvea.k, verhaps 
I shall be more successful in attacking it 
on the renr. During the last twelve mouths, 
and particularly the last six months, 1 have been 
confronted by opponent,s as well as friends of 
the present Government, with the question­
" How is it that when the Liberal Government 
comes into power there is "deficit in revenue 
uncl depre:;;~ion in the colony generally, a,nd that 
when the Conservuti ve party takes the reins of 
gnve1·nn1ent, business becon1es prosperous and a 
Rnrpluf!, rev en ne is the consequence T1 

The PRE::\IIEJt : The answer is, that it is 
not so. 

l\Ir. ISA:HBBRT: The Premier and the 
Colonial Tre:csurer say that it is not so in reality, 
bnt it matters little whether it is so or not ; it 
matters very much though how the people look 
at it, and the Cons en ati 1·es undmstancl very well 
how to put on the ran/em· de J'ose with regard 
to matte1·s affecting them and their opponents. 
Aml it is just on this account that v·ery few 
members address themselve-; to the real defects 
of lJoth policies. If the <jue~;tion at issue is very 
clear, how is it that when the Conservative 
party is in power people get frightened at their 
schemes, and consider that the best interests of 
the colony are in jeopardy, and turn their hoph 
b• the Liberal party, but no sooner is the Liberal 
party in power than the people get disappointed 
n their hopes and return like bahes to 

the opposite side again ? The only defence 
to the attack made by the leader of the 
Opposition on the financial policy of the 
Uo1·ernment was that made by the Premier; 
but ,,ble as that defence was it was only from 
a very commonplace platform, m1d the only 
gleam of light, the only olive branch in the 
\\·hole debate was put forth bv the Premier, who 
said that the tax;ttion proposals "houl<lproduce 
nut only £DO,OOO or £100,000, but ,£300,000 or 
£"00,000, with which the Government could carry 

out schemes for the benefit nf the whole colony. 
I sincerely hope that olive branch will grow into 
a mig-ht~- tree, and that the colony of Qneenslaml 
will prosper and grow into a rnighty Rtate. 
There cannot be such a great difference in the 
policies of both parties if the people are so 
doubtful that they drift from one party to 
the other; nnd in certnin respects I believe 
thm·e is very little difference het~; "en the 
two. I will show their similarity in wme 
respects. Both partie,. believe in borrowing, both 
parties arc addicted to freetrade, both !Jartics 
act contmry to their professions, and the con­
~eqnence on these occnsions is sla-very. The 
Conscrvntive lJarty believe in borrowing-, to the 
country\; Rorrow, as will bu: fou1ul eventually ; 
"nd the r~iberal party have taken l!Jl that false 
policy, outvying the Conservati1·e party. l 
remember when the Liberal party were defeated 
in their np}Jositinn to a certain loan ; ancl ~ince 
then it has been conkidered R,ll exm11ple of 
statenw.nship to propose bmTowing policies ; l1nt 
now that the Liberal party has JH'O!"'sed n reo.! 
borrowing policy the Conservative party find' 
fault becan~o the Liberals have stolen their ugly 
tool. Both Jl>LI'ties are addicted to frcetmd e, 
and both parties itCt contrary to their profe."ions. 
No hon. meml1er has studied political economy 
more than the leader of the Opposition, and he 
belieYesin protection, yet no hon.mem her has done 
more for freetrade tblm the leader of the Oppo­
sition. If you analyse the propo,-;ition to reduce 
the duty on bonts-which was at that time mis­
printed into "boots "-you get the key of the 
whole policy at that time. It was supposed that 
immigration would take place largely, and that 
the immigrant ships would have to carry so 
many lifeboats thnt they would be in the road on 
the return voyage; and in orrler to make their sale 
more ready the amount of duty was reduced; 
but never has the loader of the Opposition pro­
posed any financial scheme for the protection or 
encourngernent of our indu::;tries. 11he Liberal 
party profeSR to believe in freetrade, yet I be­
lieV<' that they above all parties have done more 
towards the encouragement of our industries 
than any other party-and little enough that 
encouragement has been, I can assure you. For in­
stance, the l\linisterfor \Vorks, when he took office 
and found trade generally in a depressed Rtate­
reviewed the indents to be sent home for material 
for railwavs and threw out a lot of items that 
should be lnade here instead of being imported. 
I give him credit for this. It is in ltCcnrdance 
with common sense. Any nmn who ha8 the 
welfare of the country at !teart would do so. 
But is it correct? I am sure these articles could 
not be made in this colony except at an advanced 
cost of 10 or 20 per cent. If it is correct finan­
cially to have these articles made here at this 
increased cost the whole fiscal policy of the 
GnYernn1ent should be in accordance with it. So 
long as the policy of the Govemment is free­
trade they should stick to it ; but if they belie\·e 
in the protection of certain of onr industries they 
should come forward with a fiscal policy for the 
protection of all our industries. It is wrong for 
the Government to favour one industry by pro­
tecting it. I do not use this as an argtunent agaim.;t 
the encouragenwnt of our industries, but to 8how 
the absurdity of the encouragPment of a few 
indn,,tries being dependent npon the will or 
b\·om· of a l\linister of the Crown. I want it to 
l1e the law of the land. The action of one 
Minister of the Crown may load to thP establish­
ment uf an industry, and the action of his suc­
cessor may put a stop to that industry and 
!Jroduce a great deal of misery; but if it is the 
l<tw of the cmmtry there will ben, general progn'" 
in thoseindustl'ies. Borro\ving and freetradehave 
slavery for their object. The Conscnative party 
go stritight. They do not mince matter,, They 
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believe in harrowing anrl freetrade, which means 
lmying in the cheapest and selling in the dearest 
market; and so far as this conntry is concerned, 
hupo.rting all m:1nufactured 3,rticles frmu England 
and exporting the raw products of cheap.labour. 
They have no disguise about it. They go in for 
cheap labour by hook or crook. So long as the 
South Sea Islanders could be got without looking 
too closely into the way in which they were got, 
things went on sweetly; but when this "as 
objected to the introduction of Indian coolies 
was proposed, and tbe white man, with his 
proclivities for J<~nropean civilisa,tion, \va8 in 
the way. This policy alarmed the people 
of the colony generally, and they considered 
their existence was threatened by this policy 
of borrowing, slavery, and lreetrade. 'fhe 
Liberal party, so long as they are addicted to 
frcetrade, 1nnst necessarily ha,ve the Ran1e object 
in view. They must have the products of cheap 
labour, no 1natter where it cornes frmu, and the 
inhabitants of this country, so long as they have 
to contend against cheap labour, cannot be just 
to the re<1uirements of civili,ed life. The 
only difference . between the parties is that 
the Conservatives want a slaver)'- which is 
black, while the action of the Liberal party, 
though their intention is to govern the 
country well, accmnplishes against their \vill 
the enslavement of the people, nnd they make 
white slaves. The conclusion naturally to be 
arrived at is that the Liberal party bil chiefly 
by their policy being not a liberal policy but a 
hyln·id policy. They stt~nd on a wrong platform 
of borrowing and freetrade. They went ag-ainst 
the htnd speculation policv of the Conservatives, 
and their land policy naturally destmyed one 
of the most profitable imlustries in Queensland. 
Having destroyed this profitable industry of land 
speculation, the Liberal party must naturally 
expect rough weather, until the country settles 
down in n1ore correct lines. It is not nece...,~ary 
tn go into borro\ving to do so. Last year our 
indebtedness amounted to £16,570,850, upon 
which the interest amounted to £704,337. Thi,; 
year our indebtedrtess amounts to £19,320,8ii0, 
on which the interest amounts to £811,5G5. 
'l'he total interest paid up to the present 
instant is £7,827,685. \Ye have p:cid that 
already in interest upon loans, and where is 
it paid ? It is paid in England. Of the 
.£19,000,000 that we have borrowed very nearly 
one-half has been paid away in interest. Last 
year the Colonial Treasurer, vvhen addressing his 
conRtituents, and also in this House, told us 
that very little of the money we borrowed came 
into the colony in actual cash. Of the last 
£8,000,000 borrowed only £100,000 reached the 
colony in actual cash ; all the rest was spent in 
I'ngland for manufactured goods, so that our 
borrowing encouraged industries in the old 
country. It is on this account that England is 
not averse to the colonies borrowing. Now, 
we want to encourage our own industries, 
but when we borrow money and spend it on 
manufactured goods out of the colony we are 
simply knocking our own industries on the head 
-making their existence almost an impossibility. 
I have yet to know that you can eat a pancake and 
have it. You cannot spend money in England and 
have it here. vVe have only to borrow £4,750,000 
more and then our annual interest payments will 
amount to a clear £1,000,000. If we are to prty 
£1,000,000 per rtnnum interest, how are we to 
spend £2,500,000 a year on railways? Some 
persons say it matters very little if we borrow 
111oney, whether we get it in actual cash or goods. 
In some respects that is true ; but I contend 
that if we borrow money for railways we 
ought to have it spent here. This, however, is 
not the case, as has been proved by the Colonial 
Treasurer. The money borrowed is not sub-
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scriberl in actual cash, but, according to the 
banking system in England, is put to our credit 
in that country and afterwards paid away for 
goods sent out to the colony. These goods are 
-;ent to the country storekeeper, and he extracts 
the money from the people and pays it into the 
Treasury. So that the money we fancy we have 
borrowed actually comes from the people, but 
originally fron1 the rnining and other industries, 
or immigrants who have brought their fortunes 
ont here. vV e ought certainly to be in a position 
to pay fnr our imports with onr exports, but 
we are not. During the la~t three years uur 
imports exceeded our exports by nearly £4,898,040. 
vVe seldom hear that sovereigns have been 
imported into Australia, but we constantly see 
in the manifest reports of so many hundred 
thousa,nd sovereigns having been exported to 
J~ngland; and it is supposed that two and a-half 
millions annually reach :England in sovereigns. 
If the borrowing systern were sound, sovereigns 
v ould be im p0rted instead of exported by 
the colony. Victoria, which is a protec­
tionist colony, also goes on with this mad 
sy~tern of borrowing; but having encouraged 
her own industries to a considerable extent she 
does not rertuire so much importation of manu­
fa<·tured goods, and 'o when she goes into the 
money market borrowing she really borrows 
sovereigllR. \Ve find that htst year, when she 
borrowed heavily, o,·er a million of sovereigns 
were exported from England to Victoria. The 
bahtnce on the wrong side-of iinports over 
exports--fer this colony in 1882 was £1,909,411; 
in 1883, £1,123,787; and in 1P84, .£1,864,842 ; 
which clearly shows that there is something very 
wrong iH our little State of Denmark. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Are you going to take 
Denmark next ? 

Mr. ISAMBERT : I cannot conceive other­
wise than that big loans are a big· delusion 
to the people of the colonies, making the 
people believe that we can defray our 
expenses without resorting to taxation. This 
contracting of loans is nothing but a license 
to freetraders to get money out of the 
pockets of the people to injure and ruin our in­
dustries. Look wherever you may, any country 
which goes largely into borrowing and has a 
system of freetrade is also miserable and the 
people are more or less enslaved. Ireland is in 
a miserable condition on account of . this very 
freetrade. 

l\Ir. 110REHEAD: No. 
1\lr. ISAMBERT: So is Turkey, by borrow­

ing and freetrade; and so i" Egypt ; and so is 
England. 

1\Tr. MOREHEAD: No; you are wrong in 
every case. 

Mr. ISAMBERT: I am not. 
Mr. MORE HEAD: Yes; you are wrong right 

through. 
Mr. ISAM13ERT: I believe that if the 

indebtedness of the whole of the Australian 
colonies were reckoned up it would not be far 
short of £300,000,000. What is the state of our 
colony now? Goods are forced on our market 
and our markets are overstocked. Ask what 
merchant or commercial traveller you mtty and 
you will find that all complain that money is 
tight and that the market is overstocked 
with goods, and all this is clearly in conse­
C[Uence of our borrowing system. The Con­
servatives, although their leader honestly 
believes in protection, try to make the people 
afraid that taxation is a burden to them, 
while in reality, if we would tax ourselves for 
our requirements, it would be no burden. It 
would foster all our industries into considerable 
activity. When I passed through the North I 
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found the :tir actnally charged with a cry for 
separation. A good many in the South of 
Queensland believe that this is a wrong cry, 
but I am not of this opinion. There is more 
behind thi,; cry for separatiOn than a great 
many Southern members think. The general 
state of things in the l'\ orth is not satis­
f:tctory, because the only things it has to rely 
upon are mining, commerce, and the pastoral 
industry. l'~verything is imported and nothing 
exported, and whenever there is a disturbance 
there :tre hard times. People feel there is some­
thing wrong, and whenever there is smnething 
wrong the sympathies of the people are against 
the existing Government. I believe if the 
Government were to adopt a bolder policy they 
would galvanise our industries into a healthy 
state. The North will cry for separation, 1tnd ,;o 
far as the North is concerned it is quite right in 
asking for separation ; but as patriotic (tueens­
landers we are bound to oppose such a movement, 
no matterif it is against our interests to rlo so. The 
Government now propose to tax timber, spirits, 
beer, :tnr! machinery; and with regard to the 
proposed tax upon timber I quite agree with it. 
The Government is perfectly right in a.~king a 
royalty for timber cut in it;; own forests ; :tnd 
the Government is in duty bound to protect 
those engaged in the industry, and levy an 
import duty. No sound argument can be 
brought forward against the duty on spirits, 
and if it were doubled I believe that would 
do more to make tlw people sober and put 
money into the Treasury than half the 
lectures of i\1r. Booth. Beer also can stand 
some taxation, and I am not of the opinion 
that by increasing the duty the poor man's glass 
will be increased in price. \Vhen the people once 
unclerst:tnd the principles of taxation they will 
cry out for it, becausCl it increa;;es their in­
dustries. But I believe that the Government 
have not carefully considered the taxation on 
beer, because if they had the encourage­
ment of our industries as their object they 
would have imposed a duty on m:tlt. A 
tmveller, whether he is starting out fresh on 
a journey or whether he is weary, would be very 
foolish to hang his swag on his nose or on his 
foot; and so it is with the Colonial Treasurer-he 
carries his swag so that it will interfere with his 
progress. I have yet to learn that the Treasurer 
is a n1agician. He cannot charm n1oney into 
existence, so taxation is necessary; bHt it should 
be levied in such a manner as to have a semblance 
of consistency. I do not think he is wise in 
imposing the increased duty upon beer. He 
should have imposed a duty on imported malt, 
for by so doing he would encourage the manu­
facture of that article in the colony and would 
encourage the manufacture of beer on the 
Bavarian system. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : That is Germanising us 
too much. 

Mr. ISAMBERT : I know why the hon. 
member would not support that propooition­
because it would interfere with his busineos. 
English beers must be brewed strong or they 
will not keep, while the peculiarity of lager beer 
is that it is wund while being of a low alcoholic 
strength, and sound lager beer can be produced 
containing 3 per cent. of alcohol, while J~nglish 
beer contains 8 per cent. If the Tret>surer would 
exempt these beers he would encourage the 
manufacture of beer on the lager-beer system. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Larger-beer system, you 
mean. 

Mr. ISAMBERT : Lager. Perhaps you 
cannot spell it. Companies would then go in 
for the erection of refrigerating machinery, ami 
a very great deal of money woultl be paid into 
the consolidated revenue. \Vith regard to the 

tax on m1tchinery, I think it has very little to 
commend itself A fl per cent. ad valonm duty 
will simply be a burden without affording any 
encouragement to any industry. Only to-r lay I 
was talking to a sewing-machine agent, and he 
said that the proposed tax was a very wrong one. 
It was a tax that would affect the poor people, 
and many a poor \Von1an has to earn her Jiving 
with the a:::"-~ista,nce of a sewing·Inachine, and thi:-; 
tax will put another 10s. on to the cost price of 
it. There is considerable force in that argument. 
According to the 'l'reasurer's statement 70,000 
hog:.;;heads of beer are bre\ved per annum, a11d the 
brewers can very well stand nn ad<litionnl :ld. 
per gallon. '£he beer they brew is not always 
made with malt. ~\nother item is .£BO,OOO to 
as,dst the sugar industry; I am g·lad to see the 
Government have come to the determination to 
do something to bring that industry into a 
satisfactory state. :Formerly we used to hear 1t 
great deal about the Government ruining the 
sugar industry by their legislation against black 
labour. There can be no doubt that the 
sugar industry is in a depressed state, and no­
where more so than in :N[ackay; but to think 
that .£.)0,000 would bring the industry into a 
healthy state in JYiackay, where millions would 
have to be expended, is a mistake. A better 
method would be to levy an excise <luty on all 
sugar produced in the colony, and to 1tl!ow it 

rebate of duty on all such sugar exported as has 
been produced by white labour. This would 
lead to the production of sugar by white labonr 
and farmers, more than all the £GO,OOO proposed 
in this way. On the whole, I cannot support 
the proposed taxation for two reasons - firRt, 
because thP dutie..; w proposed are no pro­
tection or encouragernent to our inchu~tries ; 
and secondly, because they are inouffi.cient for 
raising a sufficient arnonnt of revenue to do away 
with the borrowing now carried on. If the 
Government were dependent on my vote, I 
would 'ote for it, though not believing in it, 
because I believe that, however much they may 
fail in their policy, the Conserva,tives, if they 
came into power, would do far more harm to 
the interests of the people. The Government 
honestly try to do the best for the country, and I 
am quite certain that if the Premier's suggestions 
were carried out, and he could persuade his col­
league" to go the right road, a grea,ter amount of 
revenue would be raised by taxation. They are 
hampered by the amount of superstition among 
the people about taxation. 

Mr. KELSON asked if it was proposed to 
proceed any further with the debate at that late 
hour? 

The COLONIAL 'TREASURER, in moving 
that the Chairman leave the chair and ask leave 
to sit again, said : I will take this opportunity 
of reading some collateral resolutions which I 
shall move t<)-morrow. They are to this effect:-

That there be raised, levied. colledecl, or paid HlHHI 
any wines, spirit, cordial, compound, or other liquor 
containing a greater proportion than 3flper cent. ofproo[ 
spirit, a dnty at the highest rate chargeable on spirits. 

That there be raised, levied, coll£nted, or paid upon 
goods imported, \Vhich have been partially eonvertcd 
into goods which would be liable to n higher rate of 
duty, a duty at a rate C(ltutl to one-half of such higher 
rate of duty. 

That there be raised, levied, collected, or paid upon 
goods imported which are substitutes for knO\Yn duti­
able goods, a duty at the same rate as that payable upon 
the goods for which they arc snb.stitntes, or such less 
rate as mny be fixed by the Go-vernor in Council 

That it is de«irablc that brewers be registered and 
that a fee of £25 be charged for such registration. 
I merely read them to-night; they will be 
circulated in the 1norning. 

The HoN. Sm T. ?>1ciLWRAITH s:tid: Do 
I understand that this new tariff is an adrlition 
to the one before us, anrl that we shall have to 
carry on the debt<te on it to-morrow night? 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER: They are 
merely snbHidiary to the t:1riff propos:;cls. 

l\Ir. l\IORKHEAD: If the resolutions are 
p:ts,;od by this Committee, do they come into 
effect before the Bill is p:tssed ? 

The COLO:'\I.AL TREASUHER: No. 

l\Ir. l\IOREHEAD : Then why does not the 
hon. gentlem:tn w:tit till the Bill is rmssed? 

The PREl'\IIEH : The report from the Com­
mittee of \V :tys :tnd :Nleans mnst authorise :tll 
th<tt it io desired to put in the Bill, otherwise 
there is no authority for it. As the Bill is 
originated in \V ays and Thleans it is necessary 
the order should be large enough to cover the 
whole. These resolutions are merely subsi­
diary. 

J\Ir. MOREHEAD : Then no :tction is taken 
until the Bill pas,;es, so far as regards duty or 
licenRet-J? 

The PRE::\1IER: Xo; it is purely formal. 

The Hox. Sm T. :MoiLWR.\JTH: Before 
you leave the chair, sir, there is a matter I wish 
to refer to. At a predous part of the evening 
I told the Hon'e that while I was endeavonring 
to float a !mm in London there were far worse 
articles a,ga,inRt the Governnwnt of Queens­
land in the Glasgow aml London Press than 
anything that came out in reference to the 
1884 loan. I said further that there was one 
letter written, which I was led to believe, and do 
believe, was inspired by the hon.leader of the (iov­
ernment. I have been looking it up, and I find 
the letter is in the Brisbane Courier of S<tturday, 
:March 27th, 1880. l thought the name was signed 
to it, but I find it is not. That letter is the one I 
wa~ led to believe, and do believB, was in-;tigatetl 
],y the present J>remier. 

The PREi\HE"R: I observe the letter is dated 
from Brisbane, and adrlresserl to the Glasqow 
Hemld. I should like to know the name of the 
person who told the hrm. member that I had 
anything to do with it. My own opinion is that 
the name of the person is " :iY[r,;. Harris." \Vho­
ever wrote the letter certainly did not g·et his 
int~piration fron1 nw. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL \VRAITH: I am not 
called upon to say who it was who informed me 
tlmt the letter was inspired bv the hon. member, 
but anyone reading the letter can see that it is 
full of just wch information as he would have 
given in the position he "as in at that time. 
The man who did write the letter-I forget his 
name-was president, I believe, of the Chamber 
of Cornrnerce at Glasgow, and he inforrned .-;on1e 
fellow-pas:-;engers of mine, \vho infor1ned nw 
that it waR written to block the loan, at the 
instigation of the present Premier, Mr. Griffith, 
and of llir. Stewart, of the firm of Scott, Dawson, 
and Stewart. 

The PEE:YIIER : \Vhoever told the hon. 
member that, I can give the statement the fullest 
and flattest contradiction. I have never yet 
rlescended to the meanness of attempting to 
injure the colony to :;ratify any private feelings 
of 1ny own. 

Mr. ISAMBKRT: Anyone who could succeed 
in blocking a loan would be the gre;,test bene­
factor to the colony. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: I greatly 
admired the speech of the hon. member for ltose­
wood. He made the same speech word for word 
and quoted exactly the same statistics against 
the ten-million loan last year, and then he went 
and voted for it. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : After hearing the speech 
of the hon. member for Rosewood the idea lms 

struck me very forcibly that if he had only been 
an Englishman he would have been a very able 
ll1Rrl1. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed; the CHAIR>IAN left the 
chair, reported progress, and obtained leave to 
Rit again to-n1orrow. 

AD,TOURJ'\MEXT. 
The PREMIEU, in moving the adjournment 

of the House, stated that to-morrow the resump­
tion of Committee of Ways and Means would be 
the first Order of the Day. It was also possible 
that rnotions concerning one or two railways 
might he moved. 

The House adjourned at four minntes to 
11 o'clock. 




