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50 Local Government [COUNCIL.] Act Amendment Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
TlmJ"s4(t1J, 13 August, 18S5. 

:\IarsnpialR Destruction Act Continuation Rill-third 
reading.--J,ot~al Government .\.et of 1 "'l7t! AlllClldntcnt 
llill-cmnlnittce.-Cllaritahlc Institutions )IanH-gC· 
ment llill-com!ni.tte,_·, 

'rhe PHESIDENT took the chair ttt 4 o'clock. 

MARSUPIALS DESTRUCTION ACT 
CONTINUATION BILL-THIHD 
READING. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTJ~H
GENERAL, the Bill was read a third time, 
passed, and ordered to be transmitted to the 
Leg-islati\·e AssemLiy by message in the usual 
fonn. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT OF 1S7S 
A:WKr\D:VIENT BILL-COJ\<Il\HTTim. 
On the Order of the Day being read, the 

President left the ch<tir, and the House went 
into Committee to further consider this Bill. 

On clause 6-" Amendment of 42 Victoria, 
No. 8, section 177~'-

The Ho~. W. D. BOX said that when the 
House was in committee yesterday he endea
voured to show that clause G was not an 
acceptable clause. He had since had, however, 
time to stndy it, and thought that perhaps, on 
the whole, it bad better be left alone. He wou!tl 
therefore withdraw his oppo"ition of yestenlrty. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clanses 7 o,nd 8 passed as printed. 
On clause 9, o,s follows :-
" 1. "rhcn a road 1J:lSSC;S throug-h the liJttit~ of three 

local anthoritiE'<.;;, so that for the lJlll'llO.scof passing over 
it from end to end it is neeessa ry to }Ja~:'; throngh the 
limits of each loea,l anthoritv, anv two loc.tl anthorities 
having jurhid.iction over 1lorti(Jns of the road may. if 
:o;nch portions are in fair repair, re(illCSt the loeal 
ant.hor-ity haxing jurisdiction over the rmnaillller 
thereof to put it in fair repair or to enter into an agree
ment ·with them for that pnrpose. .\_lHl if the local 
anthorit>- so requested refuse~ m· neglects to enter into 
a reasonable agreement in a,eeorclance "\Vith snd1 
rcqncst, within n re~u.;onablc time, the local anthoritics 
making the re(rnest may appl,\' to the }iinistct• to 
exercise the powe1·s hereby conferred. 

"2. rrhe )finlster shall thereupon proceed in the same 
manner as pres.cribed by the last preceding section bnt 
one in the ca:-:;e of boundary roaf1s, and may make the 
like ordm>, which shall ha ye the like effc(:t as in that 
case, and may be rescinded, altered, or enforced in lilw 
manner. 

"3. "Xo proceedings shall be taken under this section 
to compel the repa.ir of any portion oE a road which 
does not lie between the limits of one of t.he local 
anthorities aml a town or centre of population." 

The HoN. F. T. GREGOHY said it was very 
likely that the question which he was about to 
bring before the notice of the Committee mig-ht 
not necessarily lead to the amendment of the 
chmse, but he wished to elicit some informo,tion 
from the Postma,;ter-General. In the 3rd subsec
tion of clause() be found these words :-

H X o proceedings shall be taken nnder this section to 
compel the repair of any portion of a road which does 
not lie bct"\veen the limits of one of the local authorities 
and a town or centre of population." 
He ho,d allowed those expressions to p>~ss by 
without comment in one of the other clauses, 
but he wished now to ascertain the meaning of 
the worrls from the Postmaster-General. It 
struck him that there was no such thing as a 
road to be found anywhere in the colony but 
would lie within the limits of some loc<tl authority 
and a town or centre of population. There was, 
no doubt, some qualified meo,ning in the subsec
tion. and perhaps it was not intended to be 
litemlly understood as it was. He therefore 
should like an expbnation on the subject. 
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The Hox. Sm A. H. PALJ\LER saicl before 
the Postmaster-General rejJlied to that question 
he would ask him what was the meaning· of the 
bt line of the clause·-

" \rhen a road pa:-3scs through the limits of three local 
anthoritics'·-
and why the number shoulil be limitetl to three? 
He would point out that a road they all knew of 
pas:-;ed tluough a. great 111:111y nwre than three 
districts represented by local :mthoritief" The 
road to G-y1npie fi1·st pa~se<l through Brisl>:tne, 
then Ithaca, Booroodabin, and Caboolture, and 
he did not know how many more. \Vhy should 
not all those local authorities contribute to the 
maintenance of the road? 

The POST;\IASTEU · GEN'El1AL s>~id in 
replying to the <juestion of the last speaker he 
\Yonld say it \vas not con:-;idere0l de;..;in:tl)le to 
increase the number of local authorities. Three 
Wfls consitlered to be a fair limit. There 
might be several local authoritie.-; at the other 
end of tho road mentioned. Thoro might 
he aR n1any as thrre, Hay, at the northern 
end of the road, and three a.g::l.in at the 
southBrn end, and in that case there would 
really be six authoritie., who woulcl share the 
re~pon8ibilities of mn,intaining the road. The 
limit of three ll]>pearecl to him to Le a very 
liberal one, becau,;e practically six local autho
ritie-; were involved. The Hon. :i\Tr. Gregorv 
had said he was unaware of any road that would 
not come under subsection 3. \Vel!, he (the 
Postmaster-General) apprehended that the cbuse 
referred particularly to roads in the country, and 
by the conntry he meant in those pm·ts of the 
territory where there was not a town or centre of 
population. The hon. gentleman, on reading the 
clause ttgain, would, he thought, see that that 
waR the 1neaning of it. 

The Ho!~'. :F. T. GHEGORY a.-;kedif the hon. 
gentleman would point out such a thing as a road 
which dicl not lie between some local authority 
and a town or centre of population? \Yas there 
snch a road in the colony ' He had thought the 
matter over, and he faile I to discover where a 
road could be fonnd. It might be that the clause 
referred to some reasonable disbnco-a road, for 
in,tance, that might lie between the municipality 
of Ipswich and the municipality of Brisbane
then there could be no doubt about the question. 
They might go on refining, lmt where was the 
matter to end ? 

The POSTM:ASTER-GENJ<;RAL said he 
might state frankly that it would be impossible 
for hi1n to ans\ver the hon. gentlernan's quB.-;ti(ln 
without having a map before him containing all 
the different divisions of the colony, but he 
could imagine a road in the great western 
districts that did not lie !Jetween a local 
authority and a centre of population. The hon. 
gentleman would ha,·e no difficulty in calling to 
mind some portions of the colony that had no 
centres of population. 

The HoN. Sm A. H. PALM:ER: There is a 
local authority there though. 

The POST.:VL\STER- GEK:ERAL : Yes ; 
certainly. 

The HoN. A. C. GHEGORY said there was 
another difficulty that he saw arose out of the 
point that had been raised. The clause provided 
for a case where a road passed through the limit 
of three local authorities-that wn:;, from some 
local authority towards a town. Take the city 
of Brisbane, and then go out to JJooroodabin, and 
'I'oombul, and Caboolture. Caboolture wodd be 
the fourth, but it could make Booroodabin and 
Toomlml help make the road. 'rhen they would 
have Toombuland Booroodabin forcing the matter 
on Brisbane, ttnd, in fact, they might understand 
thltt the first three woul<l work against the other. 

Then the next three would come behind and 
they would attempt to force their neighbours; 
and they would find that, like "the house that 
.Tack built," the thing W<mld extend all the way 
from Brisbane up to Somerset or the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. As to there being roads that did 
not lea<l to centres of population, he really failed 
to Hee where such a thing wa.R to be found. }[e 
did nut even see the t>'e of the restriction with 
reg-ard to three Inca! anthorities, because the 
fonrth mnlcl force the next two, the fifth could 
force fnnr and three, and the sixth could force 
tiv~ and fonr. 

Clause pnt and passed. 
Clause 10- "Short title"- and preamble, 

J•assed as printed. 
On the motion of the POSTMASTER

rn:~EHAL, the CtLUin!AX left. the chair and 
reported the Bill to the Honse with amendments. 

The report was :1<lopted, and the third reading 
umde an Order of tbe Day for \Vednesday next. 

CHAlUTADLE I~f\TITUTION'S 1\IAN'ACm
l\IK"T BILL-CONil\IIT'rJ~E. 

On the motion of the POS'r:\T ASTI~R
G E~ERAL, the President left the chair, and the 
Honoe went into CornmitteP. to consider this Bill. 

Preamble postponed. 
Clauses 1 to .~ passed as printed. 
On clause G, as folio\\';:;-
" In the ca::::c of public charitable in:"titnt.ions whioh 

arc establl~hcd for the reoeption, maintenance. aud 
(:arc of indigP-nt persons, a11d are rt.cclared hy the Ordur 
in Ommeil to be estahlishn<l for that pln'pose, the 
I'Hrn1or shall nnrtcl'take the gcnPral care, prote<•tion, 
an(l managCJHent of the estates of all imnatcs of tlw 
iustitntion and may-

1/t\) Take possC.""ion of, retain, sell, or dispo:;e of 
any property of an inmate, whether real or 
per.-;onnl: 

(b! Iu his o'vn name sue for, recover, or l'Cf'Civc, 
ans money or other property tlne or belonging; 
to an inmate. or damages for any conversion 
of, or injury to. any sneh vropcrt:r; 

(cl Apply an.\" money so rrcovcretl or rceeiYcd or 
tltc vroeced:-; of any snch property in defmying; 
the cost of the maintenance of the inmate iu 
tllo institution; 

Id! }~xcreise in the name of an inmate any pmver 
which the inmate might exercise tor his own 
lwnctit; 

(e) In the nnme and on behalf of an inmate, appoint 
any person to aet as attorney or agent for the 
inmnte for nny purpose connceted with pro
perty of the inmate." 

The Hox. Sm A. H. J'ALMER said there 
wa,; " very great deal to be said upon subsection 
(a) of the clause, which read that the curator was 
entitled to-

" 'fake possession of, retain, sell, or dispose of any 
property of an inmate, whether real or personal." 
It was fl_nite po,-.;sible that a,n inrnate n1ight go 
into one of their asylums under such circum
"tances as, for the time, rendered him perfectly 
helpless in money matters, but he might 
have property or an estate that he was 
heir to, or the re\ ersionary interest in pro
perty, and it was manifestly unfair that the 
curator should have the power to "retain, 
sell, or dispose of that property," whether 
real or personal. They had seen instances of men 
who had boon inmates of asylums and who had 
come into brge fortunes. If th"' curator was 
allowerl to di.-;pose of the property of inmates
whether real or personal-it would come very 
hard indeed in a great many cases. If it was 
provided that he should have the right to dispose 
of so much as would pay for the keep of the 
inmate, that he would consider perfectly f:tir; 
but the clause a• it stood gave a great deal too 
much power to the curator. Those who httd 
known the colonies for so many years knew that 
the reversions of fortune were something terrific, 
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and men who had not a penny in their poclmts 
to day, and were glad to hide their head, any
where, might next week have ample means. He 
thought the Postmaster-General would see the 
force of his argument, because the clauHe as it 
stood was manifestly unfair. The man who had 
only been a week as an inmate of an asylum 
might have the whole of his property sold. 

The HoN. vV. D. BOX .said he ho]lecl the 
curator would not be allowed to dispose of re,>l 
e~;tate. Through an accident, a 1nan 1night 
become an inmate of the institution, and while 
there the whole of his real estate might be sold. 
He thought perwnal estate should be made 
liable, and no doubt the Postmaster-General 
could arrive at some plan by which real estate 
would be chargeable, but not disposed of at the 
sweet will and pleasure of the curator. He 
hoped the word ''real" would be struck out. 

The HoN. W. :B'ORREST said he thought 
that an inmate who had means should con
tribute for his maintenance as far as his pro
perty would go, and he therefore could not 
agree with the Hon. Mr. Box that real estate 
should be struck out. The amendment sug
gested by the Hon. Sir Arthur Palmer would 
meet the case. A dangerous power was pro
vosed to be put into the hands of the curator, 
and that power did not end with subsection 
(a), for the curator might "exercise in the 
name of an inmate any power which the 
inn1ate 1night exercise for his tnvn benefit." 
But the inmate at that time might not wish to 
sell his property, and the curator might do so in 
spite of him. He thought the Bill required some 
consideration ; they were not in such a hurry as 
to pass it_ through committee at once. 

The HoN. \V. PETTIGRE\V said the clause 
was very necessary. He did not know as a 
positive fact, but he had been told, that there 
were people at Dunwich at the present time who 
had property, but would not contribute towards 
their support ; and he considered that was a state, 
of affairs which ought not to exist. If a man 
t~ok advantage of Dunwich he ought to pay for 
hiS support the i'ame as he would anywhere else · 
and it was necessary that the curator should haY~ 
power to tttke posse•sion and sell provertv below•-
ing to such inmates. Clause 7 would overcon~e 
some objection that might be taken to clause G. 

The HoN. F. T. GREGORY said there 
was a further difficulty in re~m·d to real 
estate. Unless the clause provided for the 
mode it was to be arrived at, he could not 
see how the title under the Real Property Act 
would be obtained. All propertywas transmitted 
directly from the original owner, the executor 
assignee, or by a sheriff's mle, and there might 
be other means ; but the clause seemed to make 
no provision at all for tramferring the title
there was simply the bald statement that the 
curator could dispose of the property. He fully 
agreed with the Hon. Sir Arthur Palm er that 
the proposed power, without any protection to 
the inmates, would be unjust in the case of 
pe_rsons who were_ inmates under temporary 
miSfortune ; and 1t would be far better if, 
before _any steps were taken beyond taking· 
possesswn of personal property to the extent 
required for mer-ting the cost of main ten
ance, that the interference of the Supreme 
Court should be re'1uired. Inquiry would then 
be made as to the circumstanc,,s under which the 
inmate was there, and if the court deemed it 
justifiable to sell the property they could o-iye 
their order accordingly. If the Postma,:ter
General would introduce an amendment to that 
effect the difficulty would be remedied, or if he 
were disinclined to do so he might g·ive other 
hon. members time-he would do it himself-to 
prepare an :~mendment. 

The POST:i\IASTI~R-GRJ'\ERAL said the 
course suggested by the last speaker would 
involve an inn1ate, having property of any kind, 
in expense, which was a thing to be avoided. 
The proposed method would alko be cumbersome. 
At the first blush he was inclined to delay the 
Bill as long as hon. members might desire, 
because he was convinced that the more they 
looked into it the better they would be 
pleased with it. He would now refer to one 
or two matters suggested by previous spe:1kerR. 
The clause, in fact, appointed an attorney for 
a per~on who was 1 ,ractically incapable to rnanage 
hi:; own affairs because he wa~ an irnnato of a 
charitable institution. No inmate of Dunwich 
was physically ca]mble of being present to attend 
to his or her pro]'erty matters ; therefore the 
provision '\Ya-s a \Vise one. The curator \Yas 
accountable to the Government of the day 
for the performance of his duties under 
the clause \vhich the marginal note gave in 
a conciRe forn1~" Curator to rnanage estatcR 
of inmates of certain institutions." It was hard 
that if persons owning property resorted to 
charitable institutions their property should 
not be carefully preserved and managed by 
Governn1ent officers. ..._i\nd no charge whatever 
was made for doing so. If an inmate wished he 
rr1ight appoint Hon1eone as his attorney, becn.uHe 
llunwich was no place for people bereft of their 
senses-the insane would go elsewhere; and if a 
person had property of sufficient value to 
jw;tify him in appointing- a relative or some 
other person to be his or her attorney the 
difficulty would be got over at onc<J. The 
clause was not compulsory, but was a power 
given to the curator in reference to persons of 
property who declined to contribute to their own 
support. As would be seen in a previous lJart of 
the Bill, the Government had power to make 
regulations, and he could not conceive of a Gm·
ermnent who would not prescribe the proper 
mode of dealing with such cases. The curator 
would be under the supervision of the :Minister, 
and would not be in a positiun to play ducks 
and drakes with the property of any unfor
tunn.tc n1an or woman in such a.n institution. 
The Bill wt~s intended to umleceive those who 
were posse""ed of a discreditable wish to live at 
the expense of the pnblic while possessed of 
property of their own, and he th~ught hem. 
gentlen1en would at once agree that It \Vas very 
desirable tu give the power in question. An 
inmate of Dunwich was practically out of the 
colony for business purposes. Anyone leaving 
the colony for a few months and possessing 
property requiring to be managed and dealt 
with would, as a n1an of co1nn1on sense, 
appoint someone in ·.vhom he reposed confi
dence to deal with that property during his 
absence ; and to meet instances where inmates 
might not have the sense to appoint an attorney, 
or might not know anyone in whom they could 
trust, it was for cases like those that the clause was 
intended. The practice was common, and the 
phraseology the same as waslused in any tn;thority 
given by one person to another to deal w1th and 
manage property. The inmate might have no 
personal property but only real property, and 
why should not that be dealt with for the 
purpose of keeping body and soul together, 
and making the inmate comfortable? A perilon 
went to Dunwich to get good food, pure 
air. and medical treatment; but he was not 
obiiged to go there. Being there, however, it 
was only reasonable that he should pay for his 
support if able to do so; and the Hon. Mr. Box's 
contention that real property should not be sold 
for that purpose, while personal property might 
be wld, was laughable. Happily, all ]Jroperty 
in Queensland was alike in the oyes of the law. 
\Vhen a man died intestate his real property 
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w'"' Llcnlt with in the snme way as his goods and 
chattels, and it was only right that all property 
ohonlil he in the same grade. If hon. gentlemen 
desired that the Bill should be postponed he 
should be happy to accede to that desire. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said that the 
clause deprived the inmate of any say in the 
JH<lnngernent of his own vropcrty, which n1n~t be 
vested in the cnrfttor, vd1o was under no control 
in dealing \Vith that pro1mrty. It was a cmnnwn, 
though mistaken, idea with some people who 
entered benevolent institutions, that if once their 
property got into the hand,; of the Government 
it would be impossible for them to get it again ; 
and they ought to study the ideas of such 
people if they wished to make legislation effective. 
'rhere were many people at Dunwich now who 
would be g·lad to be out, but who were forced by 
the stmss of circumstances to avail themselves 
tcmp<muily of the assistance which the State 
offered. Tbe l'ostmaster-Geneml said an inmate 
wa:-; cha,rged nothing fur the supervil"3ion of his 
property by the curator. He thought that was 
the dearest kind of supervision, 1tnd th1tt it would 
be far better if some charge were made. If no 
eharge were rnadc for the nutnagernent of property 
in different part,; of the colony-it might be all 
very well in Brislmne-there would be very little 
trouble taken "ith the property, and very little 
would come into the possession of the curator. 
"Under the Insanity )cct, which was s<Hnewlmt 
si;nilar with regard to the management of the 
property of inmates, there were cumbrous and 
nnn1erous provisions by \vhich the cnrator nnu;:t 
have the sanction of the Supreme Court; but 
the clnuse under discusoion deprived an inmate 
rof the power to sell his own property. If the 
power were left with him, nnd he refue;ed 
to pay for his ruaintenanee, the curator 
might very properly be empowered to 
step in and say that if he clid not pay 
what he owed his property mnst he sold. 
1J nless power were given to sell, the curator 
Bhnuld get the ~mnction of a rnagistrate before 
taking proceedings ; but tha.t sanction \VOnld not 
be neccs:-;ary if power were given to the inrnate 
to deal with the property himself. He thought 
the Government were making the machiuery 
of the Bill rnore curn brow; thau wa.':o necessary, 
ancl that the suggestion to let the Bill stand 
oyer for further consideration was a good one. 

The HoN. \V. :B'OTIREST "aid he wa" very 
ghrl to lu<u the Postrnaster-Ge1wml say he was 
willing to allow the Bill to stand oYer for further 
reflection. He would ju"t intimate, without 
:-;a,ying he \Vonld O}lpose elaw-;e~ 7 a.nd S, that he 
shoulrl \\ant 8omc enlightenment on them. H c 
rlicl not see why a relative should be comvelled to 
1nnintain nn intnatc " .. ·hen there 1night be 1nany 
rt:n::;onB why he Hboultl not do so. 

The Ho~. Snt A. H. PALJY[ER said that, 
while agreeing with the Hon. l\Ir. Pettigre\v in 
the opinion that eYery inmate should be liable 
for his O\V11 111aintenance if he IJO:o;SOSS8d 
property, he still thc,ught the clause went a 
;;reat clt'<tl too far. If 'm immcte hac! property 
and refused to contribute towardK hi1'5 111<-tintcn
ance, the rcu1edy wa-1 very ~:;in1ple~turn hiln out. 
\Vith respect to the re]>orts circuhtecl in various 
newRp;-1per.:;, to \Vhich the Hon. l\lr. Pettigrew 
"lluded-that there were men of lm·ge means at 
Dnnwich refusing to contribute to their own sup
port-he doubted the accuracy of those reporte;. 
He had hitd something to do with Dunwich. As 
Colonial Secretary he lute! been in charge qf the 
institution for seven year,, off and on, but had 
ne\ er found in:-:tances of In en of weRlth being 
there. J\Ien had been thel"e who,;e relation,; were 
well ahle to oll]J)Jnrt them, lmt who reftmecl, 'wd 
there \V:_t,s no power t.o 111ake then1 do no ; it wa:-; 
therefore prc>per, within certain limits, that peoule 

of ample means should be made to support nny of 
theit· relatives who happened to be at Dunwich. 
But to take the whole of a man's property, what
ever it might be--to retain, sell, and dispc.se of it 
-and nothing said as to the balance-wall an 
algerine provision which should not be included 
in the Hill. A select committee of that Chamber 
inquired last year into the mamcgement of the 
institution. Did it come before them that 
there were patient~ in p(msession of an1ple 
means? He hac! reacl the report, and saw no 
alln,;ion to men of means being there. He had 
heard it stated that itble-bodied men were kept 
there in itllenees, and he confessecl that to a 
transient visitor that appeared to be the case ; 
but it was a mistake. He had himself been 
mistaken in that way, and after personal 
examination had become convinced of his mis
take. He hac! made it a duty to inspect the 
whole of the patients, and had pointed out to 
the superintendent men who appeared to 
be in possession of splendid health ; but on 
going nearer a.nd exn.1nining thern, he found 
that such patients were almost invariably 
paralysed in one limb or more, and utterly 
ineaJiable of work. That the management 
required more power, and that the superintendent 
,;hon)d be empowered to turn out men not fit to 
be there, was amply proved; and the Bill, which 
he con,;idererl to be on the whole a very good 
~n1e, would give that power-a power \Vhich had 
not been possessed hitherto. :Many people went to 
] lunwieh, thinking they had aright to stay there at 
the expense of the colony, and the sooner they were 
undeceivcd rwd shown that the superintendent 
lmd the powe1· to make them work, if they were 
able to do a little work, or turn the'11 out if they 
refused, so much the better. But it was uttel"ly 
unbir that the curator should be allowed to bkc 
pos:-Jession of, retain, sell, or dispose of any 
property belonging to an inmate more than 
would cover the cost of his maintenance. He 
considered it desirable that the Bill should 
be postponed for further consideration; 1tnd the 
debate that had taken place would induce hon. 
members to g-ive the subject more attention than 
it had received hitherto. 

The HoN. A. C. GH.EGORY said that one 
objection to the clause might he met by making 
subsection (n) re<1Ll thus-" Take pos~t"3sion of, 
retain, 8ell, or dispose of "' much of any property 
of an inmate, whether real or personal, as may 
be necessarv for his 1naintenance." He InuHt 
acknowledg'e, howeYer, that even with ~uch an 
mliendment the cbme would be mandatory. It 
hncl been nlleged that the inmate might look 
after his property if he chose, but he could 
not <In so, becaui;e the clau,;e said the curator 
" ,.hall" unrlertake the care of the property. If 
n man po:->;:;essing lancl retnrning an incmne up 
the country lo"t his eyesight, he might wish to 
go to Dun wich, hut he could not appoint anyone 
to look after his land if he went to that in,;titu
tion, because the curator must take possession. 
The next clause provided that every inmate of 
sufficient means should provide for his main
tenance, l_mt that 'eemed totally unsuited to the 
case of an inmate of a benevolent asylum. He 
mentioned those things now in order that hon. 
gentlemen might conHider them before the Bill 
ca..1ue on ~tgain for consideration-supposing the 
Committee decided to po,;tpone its consideration. 

The POSTJYIASTER-GENJ<;HAL said ho 
wished to point out that, in speaking· of a possible 
inmate appointing hiR own attorney, the hon. 
gentleman forgot the context of hi,; remarks. A 
po~-.;ible iurnato having property which wouhl 
produce oufficient to pay for his keep wonld be 
very likely to appoint "n attorney on his own 
'tccount awl in,;trnct huu to pay the Govern
ment the ctmount due. 
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The Hol'. A. C. GREGOllY: He ccclllwt 
do it. 

The POSTMASTEll-GE)H;RAL s:tid the 
hon. gentlenw,n was thinking of ttn inn1ate, but 
he was thinking of a per:3on who had not reached 
that stage. IndividuoJ~ intending to go there, 
and being }JO~scssed of property, would ::tppoint 
their own attorneys, and would arrange to pny 
the regular instalments. In that ' iew he had 
1nade his ob;;;ervations, as would be ~een in 
.finn~a1·U to-n1o1Tow nwrning·. In re~pect to the 
m'mdo,tory oper<etion of the clause, th,ct was 
quite clear to anyone. Ho\vever, he thought it 
WaS to be regrett•O<) that SOJne Llisctmsion OI the 
kind that had taken place dirl not occur on the 
second reading of the Hill. It waR rt gre,.,t dis
advnontag-e to hon. gentlemen that tlmt 'n"·" not 
so, and that the nature of the debate that had 
been raised was not indicated. Under the cir
cmnstances, therefore, he would move that the 
Chainnan leave the chair, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. 

The Hox. SrnA. H. PAL::YIER said he should 
like to point out to the l'ostmaster-Ueneml tlmt 
on the second reading of the Bill, in his position 
n~ Pre~:ddcnt he was tongue-tied, and 1uust re
~erve hiH opinion:-; until the 1nemmre got into 
committee. He thought the Bill, '" :1 whole, 
was a very good one. If the Postlnaster-General, 
between the time the considei·ation of the mea·, me 
was pmtponed <1nd the next sitting of the House, 
woulLllook into the matter he wou!tl fiwl that 
chouse 7 ought to come lJefore clause (i ; then, if 
the inmate refused to pay for his maintenance, 
dnu:-;e {) rnight be put into operation. 

The POSTMASTJ£H-G Kt\ERAL b<tid: What 
he had r-;:_tid in reference to di:-;cw:i-;ing a Bill on 
ito ><econd reading of course dicl not n,pply to 
the President. 

The HoN. \V. l''ORRES'r said he a,;recd with 
the Postmaster-General that it would he better 
that discussion should take place on the second 
reading of a Bill, ,md he fully intended to have 
said on the sec<md reading- what he hctd sctid th:tt 
d,ty, but he was absent from the Hnnoe fm a few 
ruinntes, and when he returned the Bill had been 
disposed of. 

The Hox. T. L. ::YIU.RlUcY-l'RIOH :;aid it 
was true that the 8econd reading affit·rued_ the 
principle of a Bill, but that WCLo all. There 
111ight be rnany pointK that were not :-:;een at 
fit·t:it, hut which tmb!ile(ruent di:.;cus~ion:-5 1night 
lead n p to. It wa,; in corn mittee tlmt the vmions 
point:-:; \VBl'e brought lJefore their rnind.s frmu 
what other:; might say. 

The Hox. SrR A. H. l'ALJ\Il~U .:;ctid he wished 
to>tdd thnot, >tlthough he had said thel'resident was 
tongue-tied, he was :_tware that he euuhl addrP'-:-i 
hon. gentlenwn by leaving hix chair a,nd eorning 
,],wn on the floor of the Hon:;e. ]{p lmd, how
m·er, always thought that practice ve1·y nnseemly 
except when rrnestioru; of great itupurt:_tliee were 
being di.scur-;sed. }[e ha\l alwa,y:-; eHdutvoured to 
avoid it and alwo,ys would. 

l.,luestion put and passed. 
The House resmued: the CH.\IIDIAK ropurte<l 

progre~m and obtained lenve to :-;it again on \Ved
nesday next. 

The POSTMASTER-GR~ElL\.L mov·ed that 
this House do now adjonrn. 

The Hox. A .. J. THYKNE said, \V ednesday 
being· a public holiday and there being no proba
bility of a quorum being present, he would move 
the addition of the words, '' until Thur,;day 
next." 

Amendment n.gree<l to ; and the House ad-· 
j;mrned at eight minutes past ;) o'dod: until the 
usmtl hour on Thursday. 

Rahbit Bill. 




