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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thu?"Sday, 13 Auyust, 1885. 

l'ctition.-Questions.- Pm·mal )lotions.-l\Iotion for 
Adjournment.-Railway from Bowen to Haughton. 
-l\lrss~~ge from Uw LegislatiYc Conndl.-Pacific 
l:'~lantlers J~mployers Coml)ensation Bill-eon~idera~ 
tion of Council's amendments.-Additiormll\Iembers 
.Bill-Legislative Council's amcndmcnts.-Acljourn
ment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
Mr. BROOKES presented a petition from 

more than 2,000inhabitants of Brisbane, in favour 
of the principle of local option, and moved that 
it be read. 

question put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. llROOKES, the petition 
was received. 

qUESTIONS. 
Mr. SHEJUDAN asked the Mini,,ter for 

Works-
1. Is the trial ~mrve~· for the ra.ihYay from :\iary· 

borough clircet to Gaynclah, rill ~inngurr, finished? 
2. Is the survey of the permanent line fron1 JUary

borongh to Ga.ymlah, rid ~Iungarr, commenC'k'dt-and, i! 
not, when will it be commenced!' 

3. ·when is it likely tha..t plan :1nd book of rererence 
for the first section, Jlaryborough and Gayndah Rail
way, will be laid upon the table or the House;-

The MINISTER :B'OR WOUKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) repliecl--

1. 'l'hc trial RnrYcy, riri )lungarr, of the proposed 
naih\,.ay from :Jla.ryborough toG<:l)'lHlah is finished. 

2. A!' the alternative sun·ey to Gaynda.h rid Isls 
Sernh i~ noL yet completed, it would be premature to 
commence the permanent survey to Gayndah. 

3 .. A.~ ."::to on a.-, possible after the route is decirled. 
Mr. Sl\IYTH asked the JYiinister for \Vorks-
1. liaYe tht~ Government decided the route of the 

Gayudah Railw<.~y line~ 
2. Arc thc_y in po~session of surveys from Kilkivan 

to Gayndah !-

The i\liNISTER FOR WORKS replied-
L The Government haYe not yet decided npou the 

route which sltould he adoptecl for the Uaynd:~h 
ltailway. 

2. ?\·o trial stnvcys have been exceuted bebrcen 
Kilkinm and (;a_yndah. 

:\Ir. NOR'l'ON aHked the Colonial Treasurer-
1. Haso hcaeon~ been plated in po~ition in the Boync 

aufl Calliope Rivers in the rort C1n·ti.o; distriet ~ 
2. If not, what i~ the caU:-:iC o! the delay r 
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The COLONIAL TllEASUHEn (Hon . • T. R. 
Dick"on) replied-

The beaconing of the Calli ope i~ now comllkied. awl 
a ~·eport lllJOll the lJCUCOllillg 0[ t1¥J Hoyn.e liiye•.r j,-., 

bcmg prepared. I cannot give any rcw:··Oil for the Llol:n ; 
hnL tlJC \VOl'}( will biJ rn·oc;;etlerl witlt 1viil1 a!l llfJ~~il)Ic 
expedition. 

li'OR:iiAL }lOTI0::'\8. 
The following formal motion·· 'wre agreccl 

to:-
By Mr. l•'OOTE, in the >~b8ence uf l\Ir. 

::\Iadarlane-
'l'hat thr>re be laid npon the ta1Jle of the House, a 

llctnrn :-;llmying---
1. rJ'otal llllllllJCl' of yards Of t\YCCfl in CHCh Y('a1', for 

the la~t eight year::~ ended June, ltl~5. bonghL by the 
GmrOJ nment. 

2 Xnmbcr of yard·-: bought from the Quecuslawl 
lroollcn Company for tlw ::-:amc eight year,:.;. 

By Mr. HA:\IILTOX--
'l'hat there be lairl npon the table of tltc lion:..:(~. a 

Return ~lttrwing- the total am·mnt of lJ;t.yincuts lltatb Ont 
of TJoan dnl'ing· the }Hu;;t Jinau('ialycar. in the Southcru. 
Central, and~ ortllcrn tli::;t.riet~ re.-;y<~"·~tively. 

JiiOTIOX :FOR AD.JOGitXMKL\T. 
Mr. DOl'I.\LDSO::'\ said : Mr. Speaker,

Before the How~e proceed~ to the bu~illi··<..;~ on the 
p:tper 1 wi!"h to refer to a ruatter of ~mue inqJOr~ 
tance, and I shall conclude my remark,; with a 
nwtion fm: a{ljourmneub. Smne tin1e ago 
rcpresent~twns \veee 11w.cle to the Govenuuent 
from s.eveml pnrh of the country with rcganl to 
the pnce chargecl for Pre·~.s telegrarn!'i. I bell,,· ye, 
J\Ir. Speaker, tlutt yon your.self lm.-e upon more 
than one occasion consulted the authoritir., npou 
this C]_UeBtion, and I haYe aJso done so without 
receiving any sa,tisfactinn. I therefore think 
it desirable to Lring the mrrtter bdore the 
House in onler that the UoYermncnt ,wcllwn. 
111en1ben; 1nay know th•~ position of the connh·:r 
Pre" with respect to the mtes the pmpl'iotrn:s 
have to pay for telE";;rams. I ha1·e no tlmtlJt 
it is within the recollection of hon. mem
bers that "m1e time la't year, when the 
Pretnier wa~ _Acting 1\)~trunster- C+eneraJ, a. 
deputatim1 of gentlenwn connectccl v;ith the 
l'rc'" in this city waited npon the ho11. sentlt•-
111:111 ~1.nd <lrm_v biN. attc11tion to the te1cgra.ph 
rates 111 force 111 tbiti CfJlony. They 1 •ointeJ out 
then that the price in New Sonth IV ales, from 
Sydney to Tentertield, was ls. Gel. per 100 
words, and from Tentertield to Bri:·Jnme 4s. 2cl. 
per 100. The Premier re11wrkecl then, tlmt when 
he wu.:-; in the South s01ue uwnth:-:; prcYion~h7 

he wa' vet·y much surpri,ed to fine! lw\•• brief 
waR tbe teleg-raphic nmvs front thi.':5 colony \\-hich 
appeared in the Southern l're.ss am! I belie.-e 1 
ant right in t:;a,ying that he wa~ convinced that 
the reason of that .was that the price char~ed for 
telegraan::- frmu thl'S colony W[t:-l ennrnwuh'. The 
resnlt of that interview \;'as, tlmt the prir•' in 
t-Jneen~la.nd waH re{luced frorn 4.s. 2c1. to 1.-.;, lid. ; 
and that at the present time telegrams can be sent 
from Brisbane to Sydney at :os. per 100 worck 
1\Ie:-:;~rs. ~uzrtcott awl Cowlislunv, "\Yho repre,o:ent 
three dmly and two weekly JllljJer,, were the 
g~ntl~rnen I referred to as inte~·viewing the 
I rem1er. They represent the leadmn· papers of 
Brisbane, and I believe it i8 no ~eeret that 
they arc good paying propertiuH. ~\ conr-dclerahle 
concesHion ha~ been granh~d to thmu-:L cnn~ 
ceRHion that lms not been e:\ tended to the pro
prietors of other papers in this colony, as I 
shall presently take nn opportunity to show. 
~o doubt ~t the time that nmtter was llrought 
before the bovernrr1ent tho,;;,e gentlen1en nw.de ont 
a good case; but I think they n1ight at the ,..,ame 
tilne httNO _:-:aid ~1 few wor~t..; f{n' their cnnntl'.) 
bmthren. l.f on that occawm tl1ey hat! pointed 
out the lJOSltlon the country 1>1.8.'-iK ww~ in it ]s 
prohalJle that the conces,,i,;n "mlltell to' the 
metropo!it,ul journalo wunld Ju1~·e been <.;Tantcd 

to the Press generally. At the pt·cscnt 
time the proprietors of papers published 
in this city have the advantage of reeeiving 
intercolonirl!l telegranu..; at the rate of 3:-J. per 
100 \VOrth;, whereas tele::;ntlllS sent to conntry 
paper,; are charged at the mtc of 4s. 2d. for the 
same nmnber of worclo. \Vbat io the re·mlt '! 
The re"·Lllt is this: that country l"tpers, luwing 
only a lirnitecl circulation, are cmnpellecl to keep 
their HlC:-J~rtge:::; c1o\vn to the lowe.-4t pnst-:iillle 
extent, and conoel[n<mtly cannot supply their 
subscriber,; with as full newo as they wioh to 
do. I do not think I c'trl lJetter ilhmtrnte thi' 
than by referring to some of the tclegr".phic 
reports of Parliament published by the country 
Pre1'l~. .A very great interest i~ t<tken by 
people in the country districts in the action>; of 
members of tbi8 House, and yet I have often 
~eeu such short reports of the proccedin,£ .. ; . .; in 
J..larliarnent in country journaltl a:.;, ''The HabUit 
Bill tx-ts~ed its Necond reading l:u;t night," or 
"'rflw La.nU ~\et An1enduwnt Bill wa:s reacl a, 
second tilne." rfher'e \Y['LS not the s}ighte.'~t 
infonna.tiun giYen to the reader.':> as: to what were 
the conteHt.; of these Bills. Conse<Juently, 
people lwve to wait many chtys until the papers 
of the city arrive before they can get full 
iufonna,tion. ::\-o,v, in a country like thi:-;, 
if there is one matter in which the people 
nutuife~t rnore interest than any othur it 
is infonnation relating to the prosperity or 
otberwioo of the colonv. It has been an
nmmcc•d by the Colonial Treacmer that on 
Tuc.sclay next he will tleJiver his Bntlget Speech. 
I helieve CYeryone in the colony ib anxionR to 
know what i' the re>tl Jinaueial condition of the 
colony, e~pecially a,t the pre:-;':'nt tiu10, when \Ve a,re 
lJ:t.-;,-.;in~.!; through ~<llch a depre.-;secl se:t.-;on ; nrHl if 
I>res,-; telet.;Talns could be :-amt at a low r~ttc I 
h t\ e uut the ~1ight( .,t doubt t.hat leugthy and 
fnll teleg1·am8 of the TreaRurcr's l<"inancial St«te
ment would be sent all over the colony to prtpE•rs 
IJUlJlished on the follov-:ing llHJrning, tibowiu~· 
\Yhat if; our po~ition. But the ra.te.s are .so high 
now that proprit:ton'i have i~t-:ucd in::-;tn.u:tion;-; to 
thcjr ttgents in Brisllane to send aH ~hort telegran1s 
as ]HJ"ible, and the concerJucnce io that the 
llle.ssa;;e.M received are nf the n1o~t nwagre ([t-,,,crip~ 
tion. All of us whu take up the l"1Jl8l'' in the 
uwrnin;:; de:-;ire tu ~me what the teleg-ra.1ns are 
and what is the news-not only frrnn the adjoin
ing coJonie:-:, but frmll all pa.rt::; of the world-and 
I mu't 8ay thrct the llrisbnue papers onpply u,; 
With full infonuation in this l'8KJ!OCt. rfll8 l':irtllle 

deKiro for telegraphic infonwttion cxistH in tbe 
country town,-;, .... \HI ha\-c ahendy pointetl ont, 
uonntrr papers ha.ye only a liruitcd nlnll1H..'l' of 
Hubseril;cr:-, ; the local new:-; cannot be Inucb, a.nct 
it is very dc,;ir:thle tlmt they shonld lmve the late.st 
ne\\ H frmn the lliCtropolis and other pa.rk of the 
\Vorld, and IIHll'O particub.rly, when Padia111e11t 
i,., in ~o~sion, lc11gthy report~ of its proccedilJ~.:,--..:. 
I <lo not think any hrm. member will de11y that 
in all conntrie:-; the l_)reRx i:-; a great nece~.:>it:y-, :uHl 
the H<Lnle reu1ark applie:-; to the country di:-;tricts 
of this 1-.::;olony, and every facility ::-;hould be given 
to the papers tu g-et thejr nte~sageH :tt ::ts low a 
rate as possible. 1 kn,,w place" which the city 
paper' do not reach nntil ten m· tweh-e cln.y,; after 
pnlllimttion. In fact, I live in a place mycelf 
which it take,; tweh·e days for paper' pnbli.,hed 
in Bl'i:-;lxme to reach. J?eople residing in di:-triet . ..; 
like that wi~h tulea.rn n:-; Ullwh n-.;; pos~ible before 
tJw lll8tropolitan paper.-; arri \ e, :111d arc lJarti~ 
cnL~ rly :1nxicw..; to :,eR war telegrrnw.; and other 
iufortnation of th:1t kind ''" early as possible. I 
,Jn not. thinkthatlcm1 do IJcttcrtlmH read a leading 
a1tie1l~ oH thi."' :->ulJject, frmu tltP JfnJ'ni;,::: n,,l!ctin, 
pn1di~bcd in Hn(·l-.:haHlptoJJ, :L:..; it deal:..; "\vith tlw 
matter more explicitly than l could. It say.o :-

··Some tilllC :1~·o ~[r (;rillitlt pnnni:-:e<l to enn1'.i!lcr thn 
practicabilily of rednl'iu.;; tlw prcscut exorbitantly h1;;ll 
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tell·~raph rate;;;, but so far iwlications ~_;o he appear:-; 
to lli-tYe no iutentiou of the lllaitur 11p, uitltcr 
no\Y or in tllc inunediatc t'tttnrc. 'l'o tile Fre~:". t.lwre
fore. i:-; tlc"rolYcd the t.a~k of rcc~allinf! attention. to tL-· 
~nbjcd, ~.nd pn .. ::;ilJf!: upon )Iiniste .. ~ "Lltc ncec-.;sity <mcl 
jnstkc ol t.lw <lrmallll tor a er tari11'. 
'l'ltcrc i . ...; 1ir:;L of all tlw qliL tlw 
m rc:al me~·" ;..::. \ iutclLiell for 
H is prob~tbly Jll'Plltatnn; to a:-:k for a sixt nny 
1 he present extremdy ~h0rt m ·~"a;:;c mi.:.(Jt he 
lcugtilCHL 1 by, 1i-...-,! \Yon1~, ma.}~_illg the total number 
li ft.c•(•n wortls for 
I may here observe that when I wets in Vic
toria recently tl1e price of telegrams between 
:"Jew i::louth \Vales aucl Vietori<e was rod need 
from 2s. to ls., and the Uovernn1ent of -Vic
toria decided that Ines'~rtges of six \VOrds 
shoulcl be tr,,nsmitted from one ste1tion to 
anoth;,r for Gd. I have reason to believe, frmn 
the l:ng·e nnntbor of n1e~ -..n.ges trans1nitted since 
then, that this arrangement has ]Jroducecl "very 
,,atisfactory result. The article [Jroceecb to state 
that-

" With to the intm·colonial mc..-.s:t.!:2,'C there is 
c::rtainly room a material rednction. Xf~W South 
1\"ah 3 and rietoria ha,c rcecnlly lrmcrerl the charge 
het\vccn the t\YO eolrmir·~ to ls. for t.Pn \YOl'<l:;:., and. 
1ltry lmvc 1'8-lloint\''l out to tho dep:!rtlllf.'ll1 ll8l'C the 
rl<·siralJility of 1ixiu~ tile rate hc1\Yccu (~nec11Sland 
alHl ~' w ::-loath \,-ale~ at tile tialll(', 1i;,;;urc, with a corrc~
}IOnding rc-<llljn:-;tment of the ()nccu:-::l;uul-Yietor: .n 
t:u·itf: hHt ::\liui;;.tcr~ have retn~(~cl to cntcrtnin the 
i<1ua. {m tllc ~romu1 that onr telegraph liup-... rc(plir, a 
gToater maiutruanee OXlJ(~WJiturc in JH'OlJOrtiou to 
l10J1Ulat.iou. Thi ~ 11lE'a. hmvcn::r applic-able in the pa ,t,, 
'Vill hardly <L]liJl,\' to ilu~ ])l'C:'lent Order of things. rl'hr l'C 
i-; HOW a lar:.;c, lnnati-vc. Hl)(l cclllstHntly growing intf'r
eolonial tra(le, whieh woul(l be <L]llll'eeiahly d.imnlatcd 
V,: a Imvcrtclcgrapll rate. In f;wt, the rcYcnnc UcrivalJlo 
from tl1c inerr<·~,~._.d 11111 1hcr of 1\l(!:-i •;tg~~~ that \\"OH Id 
ilnmp(1i:t1dy follrnv snclt a r;',1nction would prollahly 
111ore t!Pm rceonp the tlO}lartnwnt. for the outlay 
iuem·rr!l in making the nccc·~•:-;ary chnngc:-;. ~Olno
thill.~ like thb ha~ rcecut.ly been wi111t ,,sed in tlte 
Wn1"king of the Hallway Department. Xo sooner were 
the t.raflic cbarg~-; for ::-.tock lo~rerecl io an Citnality with 
t!Lo~c of S cw Sonth ·watcE than a larfre inC'rca~e of traflic 
rcc,Jipt '· took place, and it h,_Ls CYcry appcarallC{) of bci11g 
Inaintained. 
"J~nL :-~nbstanti:tl ns arc the reas:ons for 

gent t'{ll l'C(lnctlou of coJtnncrc:al 1 ele,;r~q)h ratr ., 
arr· vet li.~ht bc~idc thf'"O whi.eh aru muhnfliC(l in 
deniancl fen· a cheaper Prrs;:; taritr. In l':ngland Prr"s 
telegram·" arc ouly ehargotl at tlw rate of hi. per l1lO 
worti..;, or one-fifth Lhe eomlllf'reial rate; in flucCH~hwl 
lOO \YOrd~ are clJan.::etl ·.1~. 211., or l.alf tlw onlinnl'y 
rate. The Prc.s~ r:ttl~ b12twe..:n <~necn~l:mfl anfl Xcw 
::-)onth \Yaks il4. aftc1· the lir::;tt hundred, only 3s. 
p·t· lmn(lrcd, or about 0ne-fiflh tllo eOllllllOl'CiHl 
li~;m·o: bet.Wl'C'P. Qnccn:-;lanl1 :tnll Yktoria it i:-; -b. Gd. 
110r ltmHlrf'll, or abont onc-fiftll the or<linary tarill'. 
It is tlm:-; <'!early CYi<lcnt Pro~s t.Pk::~;r:nns p:u.,sing from 
Qncen...;lan<l to Xc\V ~onth n-nlr~ :mU Yi.etoria arc 
accq1tcd at the ~~amc !ll'Oportlrm:·~tc rate as in En;~lanc( 
-na1ncl.\·, onc-lit'l ilthe l\snal11H>.":'Hg," rate; whereas a 
Prr""s report, p:r:-:sing lJot.W('Cll any t \YO tdegratdJ station~ 
in (~neelL"ilan<l, is c!n.Lt'g;-·fl o11o-half the ordillary rate. 
}Jorenn;r. 11le tignr·-; qnote<l. JH'OYe another and lLJOl'G 
~trikin;.r ineonsi~tmH~,Y. wltieh the Pr('-::-:; ot' tLc 
will do well to ThA,Y show, to take a 
illn~trati.on. t.hat ,''h' .'f1, '.lfonl.:/.' !Te, tdr1 can g:et. a 
Prc:--:s report or ~.ouo wonb from Cooldmvn 
to Sy11ney ('hcapr-r than tile ('{,u,·ie,·: in f:t<"i 
the Jle,·ufrl will saye more than 20s. lw the tral1:-action. 
Tlw char,'!"e wonhl he--.Cooklowrr. to BI~i~l1~uw. J.-;. 2d.pcr 
1011 1vord~; Cooktmvn to :-.:yflncy, 3~. 1'·'1' 100 worcl.s." 

I contend th::d:. i3 a trcn1endnw.:. handicap <:1{2;rtinst 
the coloni>el Pte,;,;. It may lJe urged that we ate 
not at the present time "hie to seml such l'•ng 
llll'~,..;agt:s upon onr lineR in conf-!cqnence nf the 
pre~:c; of bw-dne.~s nn thern ; hut if tha,t argnnlC'nt 
is true' hcnv i.~: it that snch a Jue:-.. .... ·:t.ge can he Runt 
fl'mn Cook town tn Syzln~Jy at a lO\\ er rate th[Lll 
\Yithin OUl' o;,.,·n colony, a:nd th:tt the Queen, land 
l'rese ;' houlcl be hnnclic<eppetl in this ,, :cy? 
There 1~ no reason fnr 1ne to ;-1._rc;·no fnrthor npon 
thi,, pnint, for it is in itself ,.,o ridiculon~ and 
ah>m<l. The writer .,f tJ:r, :uticle fmthrT 
~:tys :-

"How c1ic1 tlJi:-t :!11:-tnrtl anomalv aJ'i.-,r-. an<l 1).\' wl1a.t 
~;rn ... ,.. ('eonnmi<~ "oplli . ...;trie:-: bit~ (:outinltaliCP jn~tiJiell ~ 
\\'1th one, or pcrllap.:> two m •. ce11tion~:>, there i:; uo colony 

in j._n:-.1raJasin so mneh in need o[ a cheap Pn'"N rt1tc 
as (lnc:mshtncl, ,\et tlli;:; mo.-,t preeions boon to settlers 
in t.lJC far di~taiJt. interior is uot only pcbi~tcnlly witll
lJcld, lmt. denied as it wern in inn_:r:-::c: ratio to the IH:~:d. 
It. is not supvo~ea tlmt tlw rl'd< :.;raph Dep:trtuwut eau, 
in it·-IH'C"eut. state of eq11ipn1ent, eO}JU \Yith any ;;::r(·at 
in ere 1::.e oJ' l're;-..s or .~f'Jicral bmdnes~ eo m:\.. quent. ll!lOU 
a rcluctlml of Lttrs, nnd it particularly desh~~llle 
wlmtevLr rpfonn is 1'(\~f,ln:<l npon :-;!tonld 1Jf b ~ea on a, 
ln·o;Lcl and llrogn ;sivo princi1lle of tlevclopllldlt; lmt. it 
i..; cont.erHk{l t.twt :llini."torsover-c .;tiumtr tltClll<.o,-~uitiUlo 
anlleo::>t of the clumge~ requirC(l. -

"\Yitb a vicy,· to ,..,llO\V what }las lJcou done ~n per
fecting Jlress tdegraphy in other connt.rics, a:-; \Ydl as 
to sug.~bi a gootl means l>y which t.lle :mmc may lJe 
accompluJJcd here, lL~ ns seler·t J<:ngland aG llt:i11g nt 
once th:· lJf"t :.mc1 mo:-:t fawiliar c.\.ample. for tbo 
pUq1oso of illustratiou London way be de~eribe(l <L~ tlw 
great hctwt nnU conrrollin;; centre of tllc sy~tem. Into 
tllc };nglislL metropolis by a thousana clwlntel:-;, a 
Hcver-outiin;.,;- ~tream frolll all parts o[ tl1c 
ci\·i!i::letl worhl. 'l'his 1na~s llC\YS is for the most p:trt 
ne· iYcd and as~oril 'l by hn> groat l'n'~" <lgencies, 
kncnvu rc~voctiYely as the Ce11tral )Jews aiHl l're"s 
Association. Tile luallin~ lKWl'<papcn; of tile coHutry 
}l:t..Y tht>·,c ageneic:~ to ~UJ1ply them with full mul arcnrate 
l'O]lOrt::; of all iwportant }IUS.t-:iingcn.:nts. Aecor(ling!y,as 
t~oon a::-> important intuili:~0nee is received in J,oudou, no 
mat !Cl' \Vllot.lwr from llollle or foreign ::;onrces, 1t is 
cla:-;silic<l aucl despatched by wire to alnw:-:t evoi·y 
to\nt and lt:omlct iu tllc three kingdoms. Parliamentary 
llLW:', '!.::; tl'f ttG<l ]U thu ~ame WHY. Hy this InCatiS it .16 
c::<.tknlatf:d that. from ;):lO,OOtl to ~500,nilo \Yord:S arc tclc
~raplwd ft'Oill JJ01H1on niglltl.', dnri11g the p:n·JiamPntnry 
~·cs~~Dll. 'l'hjs reJn'l'~WlJ ls the total tpmniity hantl' d iu 
an<l Jlai(l for, bnt it. wonl<l be a mbtakt\ to suppo:-:o 
actnal manna! lalJour iR reqnired to dCSJIH1ell that 
amount. Tltc '<tving is ctfL:cted Uy thu frc~· and g. uoral 
m:c of \Yhoat:-;touc':-~ antowatie :t pparatu~, :nul ll,Y the 
jmli.dous linkm;4' tn.~etlter of the leading t(lwns into 
8m·eral great. trnnk 1iuc:-:. whereby one sciH1ing i~ made 
to SCl'\"U for a lanw number of stations. The vriu('iple 
of automatic tcl~gTaplly liC8 in tltit-:i: that once n l'n; . ..;s 
report i,-; traH8Criherl, or '~.unehc•tt' as it i:-; tedmic:dly 
eallocl. it h<~come .... avaiblJlc for 1Jei11g ~f'Ht mel'klllieally, 
ctntl. or eour~e, it may he thn:-: n~dl for eon\·cying the 
l\ __ port over nnv numher ot' linos, so tlmt if tllo tch::.;;r:un 
ha.s to sr:nt"to 1i.fty (1ifl'cr. nt iowns ouo trautseriptiou 
Ol' ~Cll \rill ~;nil~· eo for all. 0neh, in ouLllnc, is the 
mct1Jo(l hv \Vhich the p:traonlinary (lllantily of lJl'e.~"
work is (lcalt 'vith jn T<; {-;'land. and it wa.\" be lllCIHiOIH·<l 
tllat, with ::-:nell ''dr-rU \" is it got thron;d1, it i~ rare 
indeed any prm iucia.l 'umn;papcr is obhgcd to go to 
JlrC~s before the ::;npply has been dcliYcrecl." 

I n1~1..y rnention ~hat sc,-eral of our provincial 
papcr~-tluno in lv:::;widl, Tou-..\-OPUJba, \Varwick, 
Dalhy, and f:;ta.nthnrpe-are all publishecl on 
S.ttunlay uwruing, cow:;equently one nw~sage 
wili ,;npply tlw whole of those papers. It c:cmwt 
be urged as-ain'"t thi~ that each of thef:ie papers 
will require a mc"mgc to be ,;ent ,;epamtcly, 
lJec~w:~e they are a.ll on tl1o sarne circnit, a,ud one 
,;ending \dll be onf!icient fur the lot. Tbo m-ticlo 
proceeds:-

"~\_HJ'onc, \Yho ha~ l1ac1uo ('r.nnct•\ion ~:dth tbo:.nlJ
C(litol'i:J 'York of one of the Jc;u1in:• J<:n:"li~h or ~t'11t<"11 
1lailic:-;, h<;-; nn t'Ollt'l']ltinn ot' the m a~ . ..; of lle\\ :-.; 
I'CCeiYe(l tllron~lt tPlcgrapll chamw!.-;_ lL noLHIIeom-
lll.Oll t.wo tofonr l tilltJcl\\itlt tclcp:ntphie 
matte1· ~nch .;,.., the of the (;oYct·umeut. 
to placi"~ ''ire facilith '.: at. (li~po .... al of lH'\\"~}lalH'l'l) at 
c!Jcap rat er.;, tlwtc(1itnl':-_, liw1 prolital)l(• awl 1 "-JlO<liClJt 
to hire Trl1at b c ·,J!efl '"pee:al wire~.' Thc,,.e wir<'" all 

fromLonclon :111\1 termiJJate at. the editorial room::-> 
provincialJ~tl-}I;Jr for which 11F 'r arc cmplo.I·C'(L 

TLey a1·e chiefly n:--c<l t'ol' cm·l·c .... ·pml(lcucc of a :-.<:tni-
1n·ivntu 1ntnre. :JJc· 11C'\Y,..;JIH}J('l'~ t1o 110t, (Jf 
ermr~J. require w:.l'C.'-1. hnL organ.-; 
like tllC TiiJ 1J . .,, n~,; J _r .. ·w.~, antl 
havu all lllorc ~pceh:l WJrc~ 
front tlwir to thn pritH'ipal _Enropuan 
('apitaJ.-,_ \l . ..,Cll for tlic t'OllH'\'<llll'e 
ot' .~('cret or nun; of a ~J!CCially Ya!ualilu 
kLw.L _[n whether or nol t1J(' Jll'ineiplc aJH1 
ll~P1llo<1 nf the fflnY'tl'<l can l;c m rH le 
ap11li" 1h!o to be that 
so tar a~ t llc t-:tri(•tly is 
C!illf'Ol'll(_'(l the ]ll'C 

traliai1 <"!im:tte i...; JHJL for it, 
..;tJitalJlc for <; 

db1nr1Jalw<·:-t. d11o to <::m~e~ Cll:d-
ll('(•l'ill~' I'Oll[t·ol. lii:!Y lif·l'(' lJt) n;c::al·~k<la:.; at a lltillilllmn. 
Jf Lon~lou l'onlH1 it 'po . ..; .. ilJle to ·t'OJ:tmmJi(·atu with ('al
CLlild lJy way of Tchel'alJ, aml lly llll!<LH~ oi repeater;:; 
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or translator;.; oYrr ~neh a vnst <li . ..;tanec, and through 
sn<'l1 a varying atmOf']lhCrc. it may br~ aftirwcd as prae
ti_(•ablc to \York bctwcc:n mn two cxtrcmitie~ of thi:o; 
('OHt iuPnt, where tile cxternitl conditions arc uniform, 
and ~nhjcet to fc"\Y ehangrs. It i.:s, hO\Yevcr, not ncee8-
~ary to mcnt.ion tlw~e fa('t:;; toonrtclegraphantllorities; 
llw,,- are presumed to be pcrfrctly conversant with the 
pointH of the matt m·; and a:-; :-:oon as Parliament sanc
tion."i the neces~ary alterations they may he relied upon 
to g-ive them :.;pcclly and e!fcetiYe form. To the UoYern
wcnt, therefore, an carnc-.t apvcal mm~t he m~u1c for a 
ellea}lCl' telcgra}lh tari1f. On behalf of the l)l'Cl-is, the 
rlema1Hl is both jn~t an cl pres~iug. Queen~lanrt. is rapidly 
ellH'rging from a emHlition of national ini'<lncy to one of 
vlgonms yontll, aml a~~nming a new and prominent 
po~itiou 1Jrfore the 0yrs o[ the world. The 
g-rca L question~:~ of' Impel'ial and Coloni.al Federa
tion are agitating the tmhlie mind.; measure~ of 
inqwrtant and far-reachind ~igniticancc are lJeing 
di:-t(~ll~Hnd in onr a~smnhlie~. Ou these and kindre\l 
~nhject~ the people rcc1uire tlJC la_te~t. and fullest infor
nwtinn. and the Prc:-.s alone eau give it; bnt not !if 
C'.ll terprisc is chill eO ana lll'O.-;lJCl'it_\' threatcnet\l)y a lligh 
rc~prc~•slye t.r-lcgraph tarifi. 'rhe llllblic willllCYcr grudge 
rt asonalJ\c outlay, where the object tends, as this doeco,, 
to bene tit all clas~e .. :. \Yho\;Yer desires to sec Au~tralin 
arlnmce in intelligenec aud unity of national ('haracter, 
strong both within :md without, will assuredly fayour 
B\'Cl'Y ex:ten:-ion of the telcgrapll. aucl the granting of 
CYcrv facilitY nece.'<sary to cnh~nwc the value and use
fulnCss of a free and inudependent l'rc'-is." 

I do not think it i~ necessary for me to say much 
more. Tlmt m·ticle is in it>;elf such tl. good argu
ment that it traverses the whole of the ground 
which I should perhaps have taken a much more 
circuitous route to traverse. I feel confident 
that the attention of the Government having 
been called to the matter they will give it their 
carne:st com;idcration ; an(l I truRt before long 
thtct our tariff will be so altered that the country 
Prc,s will be put in a better po,;ition than they 
are in at the present time. I think I have 
mentione<l tlmt the country papers have issued 
orders to their agent.s here to supply as short mes· 
Ha,g·es as po,-..."lible, because of the excessive charges. 
I hold in my baud a copy of a small country 
paper, the 'l'lwryomindah Hc>'<lld. It certainly 
is very credittthle to such a small paper to spend 
.'-io htrge a HUln in telegranlf;, and I am as~ured by 
the proprietors that the amount would be con· 
siderably iucreaood if the charges were reduced. 
In the other colonic,; the cheap Pres,; telegrams 
are sent after 8 o'clock in the evening, when 
there are few, if any, public telegrams; and the 
re,;u]t i,K that the leading papers in X ew South 
'V:.tlm; n.nd -Victoria. print, I Rnppo.se, a larger 
quantity of telegraphic intelligence than any 
other papers in the world. I have here a copy 
"f the 8pdnt/f Jio1·ninu Herald, ;md six columns 
of that are filled with telegrams about the work· 
ing nf the new Laud Act tlmt came into operation 
the <lay lJefore. I have not the slightest hesitation 
in saying that the public would not have received 
that informll.tion had tbe charges been as high 
there as they are here. Again, the Engli~h ne\V8 
is always telegraphed to the Mclbonr11c A 1"[!1<8 
tmd the SydnC!I i1fm·ninrJ Hemld from Aibany. If 
the result of the low rates in other 0nlonies ha,; 
l.1ccn Huch a large increa.f'e in busines~, I believe 
we are ~uite justified in seeking to follow their 
exmnvle here. \Ve claim to be a progressive 
enlouy ; HO far a.:-; our tnea.ns allow we alway;.; 
adopt the newt>st aJHl !Jest inventions ; and 
~mrely \Ye ~~re not goi11g tn n.,(hllit that our 
tclegmphic system is so imperfect that we cmmot 
t>1.ko the message,;. If our present \vires or the 
preseut staif are not sufficient to etand an in
creaqe of lJltsines~., .snrely there can be no objec
tion to increm;ing the1u if the bu~iness i::; suffi
cient to jn,;tify the expenditure. I believe this 
matter will eo mm ell(! itself tohon. members, and I 
trust that before long the evil complained ;Jf will 
he ren1edied. I beg to 1noYe the adjotn·nmeHt of 
the llonse. 

'l'he 1'HEJ\UE1t ,;aid: 1\h. Speaker,-I mn 
sorry the hon. mcmbel" did not tell me he was 

going- to bring up this subject, because _ir! that 
case I shonld have put myself in a pos1twn to 
(rive the House ~mne inforrnation with regnrd to 
~t. I am taken quite by surprise, and though 
the matter has come under my notice, my 
memory does not serve me so thll.t I can 
(five anv definite inforn1ation. I know one of 
t'he fir::;{ things we did on cnn1ing into office 
wa::; to reduce the price of Pros~ 1ues:--;a.ges 
between this colony tmd Kew South \Vales; 
and for n1y own }H~rt I wa~ anxious to 111ake a 
corres-vonding reduction all over the colony, Lnt 
the answer we g-ot from the Telegraph Department 
was that the present wires and staff would not be 
sufficient for a rnuch greater increaf:le of husineHs; 
and that if a very much larger quantity of Press 
nmtter were sent new wires would have to be 
provided. I confess I was not satisfied ,dth 
that answer, although it satisfied the l'o,;tmaster· 
General at the time-lHr. Garrick, I think. The 
•ubject occupier! the attention of his successor, 
l\Ir. Mein; and the present Postmaster-General 
ha" it under his consideration. I should be glad 
of any armngements that would make it prac
ticable to reduce the price of Press mesmges. 
rrhe papers in thiH colony ~l-1'8 Very enterpri.:;ing. 
Some of them in the North get very full 
telegrams, and compare extremely favourably in 
thnt respect with those in the South. Others 
are not so enterprising. Of course I cannot 
say what effect a reduction in the price of 
the telerrrams would have. One thing the 
hon. m~mber drew ll.ttention to, which I 
think is not exttctlv applicll.ble-thll.t was with 
regarcl to the messages received by the ~ydn~y 
and 1\Ielbonrne papers from Albll.ny. \'v e offer 
the suu1e fa.cilitie~ for nlB.ssages fron1 .t\lbnny, 
with an extra charge of ls. Gd. per 100 wonk 
I do not think that is nnreason:.ble. I regret 
thttt I am not in a position to giv-e the House 
auy definite information on the subject, a,; I 
mirrht have done had the hon. member toiL! me 
he bwaf-3 going to bring it forward. 

The Hox. Sru T. MciLWHAITH: When 
are we likelv to have the Postmaster-General's 
report? " 

The PHEMIEE: I think it. i>< ready now. I 
saw the Lh·aft report in print in the hands of the 
Postrna~ter-Ueneral Ronle tin1e ago. 

The Hox. Sm '!'. MaiL Wl1AITH: I think 
the hon. n1entber for \Varrcgo has done right in 
cttl!ing attention to the anomaly as to prices 
charge(l for tele~ntlllH sent in the colony and 
those sent to the other colouies. It i,; ttn mwnmly 
that ouaht to be accounted for at any rate, tlmt 
a telegT~lll from Cooktown to Brisbane should 
cost 50 per cent. more than the same telegram 
from Cooktow11 to Sydney. \Vith regard to the 
general question of reduction of the cost of tele
"Tll.HlR I suppo'e the prospect held out to us by 
the p,;stmuoter-G eneml of shilling telegrams for 
sixpence was on]y an a.fter~dinner suggestion, 
made without consultation with his colleague, the 
rl'rea:-:urer. \Ve 1na.y lJerhap~:; hear .smnethin_g 
ahmt it on Tuesday. \V e cannot dmcuss th1s 
matter nntil we have the Poe;tma,;ter-General's 
report, ~tnd I think it is not cre<.li~able to the 
department tbat we should be wmtmg for that 
re]Jort still. Those reports ought to have 
been laid on the tttble as soon as the Houoe 
met. 'J'her" is not the slightest justification for 
any departmentnl reports not being reu,dy 
by this time. The Anditor-Geneml's repo:-t 
is, as a rnle, on the table, and that 1s 
a report not excelled by any other depart
lnent. He genera1ly givP-; inforntation UlJ to 
within a month of the <hte the report is pre,;entcd. 
Here we have an irnportaut depa.rtnwnt who:se 
report up to the 31st Jlecembcr last we ]1le~:e 
not yet received. \Vit!wut t]mt report 1t IS 

impossible to tli:;cnos thi,; subject. IS u doubt the 
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report wil!,lcn,l with this matter, especially as the 
Pll:-Jtlna~ter-Generu1 contmnt>lates in the near 
future so great a change ns the reduction of the 
telegntph cha,r~e~ to i:iiHnething like one-half the 
pre~;cnt ra.te. 

1\Ir. PAL:'IIER said: Mr. Speaker,-\Vhen 
the Po~tinaster·Goneral's Esti1nates were going 
through committee last session, I drew the 
attention of the Colonial Secret>Lry to the 
anomaly that yon could send a telegram from 
Sta.nthorpe to ~ orma,nton, right through the 
colony, for lR., \vhoreas if yon sent a telegrmu 
from Stanthorpe to Tenterfield, or any place 
ever so little across the border, the charge was 
2Y. I recollect I wa-, laughed at for suggesting 
that we should reduce the price of telegrams 
between ~lueensland and K ew South \V ales to 
ls.-which is, I believe, the charge between 
Victoria and New South \V ::tles, and between 
Victoria and South Australia. But I find 
I was not so very far out after all. Kow 
that this []Uestion of telegmms hll-"l been raised, 
I may say that I luwe a. cause of complaint 
with regard to the extension that was )nornised 
in the district I represent-from Xorm;mton to 
Bnrketnwn. That work should have been carried 
out 1"Ulll8 tnonth~ ago, but on 1naking inl}_nirieR 
the reply I received was that an extraordinary 
bungle h::td been made wrth regard to the ship
n1ent of the iron poles necessa,ry to the carrying 
out of the extension. 'l'he poles came on by one 
vessel, while the small gear, without which they 
could not be erected, were sent on by another. 
The conse[juence of that will be that no extension 
c<tn lJc carried out this year. Apart from that, 
the time has now, I think, arriverl when the rate 
f1;r ordinary telegrainR between this colony and 
New South \V ales should be reduced to ls. ~'is 
to Press te.Jegrams, the case so well made out by 
the hon. n1ember for "\Varrego is one \vhich n1ust 
commend itself to the attention of the House. 

Mr. DOKALDSOX: I have hardly anything 
to acld to what I h:!ve already said. I m::ty 
say, however, with reg::1rd to one renmrk Inttd'e 
hy the Premier, that it wns only this morning 
I determined to bring the f)Uestion forward 
to-day, and I have been so very busy that I haLl 
no opportunity of calling upon the hon. gentle
man mrd acqmtinting him with my intention. I 
need hardly as>mrc him that it was not brought 
fonvarcl as a ~' surpri -;e" nwtion, and I will 
conclude hy expresoing a hope tlutt, now the 
hon. gentleman's attention has been called to the 
subject of complaint, he will find a remedy for it 
before long. 

(luestion of adjournment put and negati;·ed. 

RAILWAY :FlW::YI BOWEl\ TO 
HALJ"GHTOX. 

Mr. CHUBB, in moving-
1. That the IIou~c approves or the plan, section, aml 

hook or rctcrcnec of the proposed railway from Bowcn 
to Hanghtou, as lairl upon the table ot the Ilou::;c, 8th 
1\"ovembcr. 1S:S3. 

2. 'l'hat the plan, section, anfl book of reference be 
forwarded to the f;e;.d:-;latin; Couneil, for their approval, 
hy mcs,agoe in the n•;nal form. 

---said: In a<l<lre,,;ing rnyself to the motion stand
ing on the l>a..per in rny 11:1n1e, T 1nt.1y rctnark th:.1t, 
ilt fir.,t sight, it !nOty perh::tp,; ilppear to he of a 
s(nne,vha.t rev1Jlntiona.ry ehara,cter-attCinpting 
to take out of the lmncls of the Mini,;ter for 
\Vnrks his proper functions. But such is not 
my object, nor my intention. My object is to 
obtain an expression of opinion fron1 hon. rnmn
bers of the House on the subject with which the 
motion tlea.ls. It is the only way by which I 
can obta.-in tba..t eXlJl'OKI'lion of opinion, n1y 
previous ::tttcmpts to ohtltin information fr01n 
the iiiini,ter for \Vorks by means of questions 
having been met lJy certain an>wcro upon which 

there could be no discussion. I have, therefore, 
thoug·ht it my duty to table a motion in this form, 
with the hope that a full and fair discussion on it 
rnay possibly induce the Government to change 
the views they htwe hitherto held on the 
subject, and proceed to carry out the work which 
I desire to sec done. A short historical sketch 
of the nmtter nmy perhilps be useful to hon. 
members in dealing with the question. So far 
as rny rnen1ory Kerves rne, it was Tirst iutrollnced 
into the House in lll82, when a petition w''" pre
sented by the gentleman who then represented 
Bowen, fr01n a large n1unber of re~d(lentf3 of 
Bowen, Charters Towers, ilnd the Kennedy 
district. I think that the petitioners numberc<l 
close upon 2,000, and their pmyer wtts for mil
way commtmication with Charters Tower·s
that was, for a connection with the line from 
Townsville to Charters Towers. That petition 
was followed some months afterwards by the 
then Governrnent placing on the Loan E~ti1nates 
a sum of £150,000 for a railway from J3owen to 
a place called Haughton Gap. 

'l'he lVIIKISTElt FOH. WOUKS : Kobocly 
knnwN where Haughton Gap i~. 

lVIr. CHUBB : The hon. gentleman knows 
very well where it is. The phwe of junction at 
that time proposed was some thirty-four miles 
from Townsville, at a place that goes by the 
narr1e of Haughton Gap ; although the nwun~ 
tains there ttre not very high. 'l'hat money was 
voted by the House, and I may say that it was 
voted without a cli vi~·don, after a, diHcnRKion in 
which several members of the present Govern
ment expressed themsel ;-e.s in fttvonr of it. The 
Premier was on~, and J\lr. J\lcLean, who ·""t with 
him, was another ; the ::\lini;;ter for \V orks was 
eilent on the subject, but not a sing·le member who 
now sits on that side of the House objected to 
it-althnugh immediately before they had all 
voted ap;ainst a rail wa.y front Emerald to Spring~ 
snrc. \Vhen the Haughton Gap line was pro
JHlsed it was adojJted, as I said, without a division. 
1-I~1tters went on; the line was surveyed, :tnd. 
the plans and l1ook of reference of the first 
section of the line- some thirty miles-were 
placed on the table of the House by the Minister 
for \Vorks of the late Government (:\'fr. ISorton). 
He wa:-;, however, unable to carry hi:-~ n1otion for 
the adoption of the plans, because the Govern
ment were shortly afterwards--if they had not 
already been-defeated, and retired from office. 
I may say with reference to that line that it was 
one which must have met with the approval of a 
great many hon. members on both sides of the 
House. It combined many [jualifications which 
a line would re[juire. So far back as 187(), the 
then Colonial Treasurer, J\Ir. Dickson, advocated 
a ;;ystem of coast line~, and in introducing the 
[]nestion of a large loan-£3,000,000-he made a 
great point that the then Govemment intendc<l 
to initiate a system of coast lines. ~ ow, the 
proposed line from Dowen to Hanghton fulfils 
all the re<ptirements of snch a line. The hon. 
gentleman in charge of tlu; \Vorks lJepart
ment shakes his head, lmt I stty it dor·<. 
'l'he first fifty or sixty miles of the line 
dne.r.; not go 1nore thnn ten or twelve 1niles 
from the crmst at the furthest point ; therefore, 
to that extent it does fulfil that requirement
a:-; being a coa;-;t line. J\gain, it pa.. . ..,:-;eH over per
fectly level country. I believe the plan on the 
table shuws that in the fin;t section-and I believe 
it is the san1e right through-there is no cutting 
deeper than three feet. The plan also showo< that 
there is plenty of l1allast, a fair amount of 
timber-in fact, all the facilitieR necessary for 
tn~"tking a clw:-tp lino, and one in which no 
engineering diffieultie~ exi;-;t. 

The J\J1XJSTER FOlt WOUl(}) : What 
about the Dunlekin? 
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l\Ir. OHUD13 : The Burdekin had to be crossed 
nn Lhe line from Townsville to Charters Towers, 
an cl it can be cro,.._e(l aga,in withont any eng-ineer
in~ diHicnlti~<'~. \Vhen the present Govennnent 
came into office, at :1.., ear1y a da.te as possible a 
qnestion was ::t;-)ked the l\Iini>-:lter for \Vork-; 
whether he intended to ask the House to approYe 
of the c·mstrnetion nf this section of the line; and 
hi.s an. WCl' then \Vao that he had not sntficien t 
information to s::ty when he would be ::tble to rwk 
the HonKe to do HO ; and he stated on a -.;uh...,cqnent 
occ~1~·d_un hi::; intention to t-:;'(1 over the line hin1'-'elf. 
I lJelieve the hon. gentlmuan (lid go over the line 
wmw time l<tter; bnt in the following J\1ly I 
<tsked him if it was the intention of the GoYern
Inent dnring that session of Pa,rlimnent to 
a:-3k the House to approve of the plan, :-:Action, 
and lJOok of t·eference of the fir"t section of the 
a,nthnrised rail \Yay fro111 ]3,nven to J-I:_tughton 
G:cp, which were then npon the table of the 
] [on se. ~!:he. answer of the hon. gentlen1an was 
"No." Rubseqnently to th~tt, sir, a (lum::;tion was 
a:->ket1, in 1ny a.l)senc:.'·) on n1y he half, Ly 1ny hon. 
friend_ the n1muher for Port Curti.~. 'rhis wa:-:; 
H<nne four or five nwntlw b .. ter. The question 
W~\K-

,, 1. l'"llat. progrC'!'.:-i, if a11y. has hum 11ta1le clnrin!!' the 
1H'P"cnt Year in "'Hl'VPYing a line o[ railway frorn .Bmw~n 
to or trr\ntr<1~ 1 !io Bo,vcn l!ivcr ;.- · 

"~. "~ill tlH~ :\liui:.:ter. clm·ing th·- 1H'C"cnt ;.;c·~sion, l:ly 
npon the table of this lion,"'J the plans ttncl book of 
l'l'fnclH'e of ~'>nch railway, or a -..-·etion tbcl'eo[, :md a~k 
tlic neec:o;bary Parli~llltentary sanction for the same:-, 

I would remind hon. me!Hbcr,-prob:cbly some 
of them will remember it-tlmt in the mmtn
time the 1Tiuiiiter for \Vork~ hacll,een to Eowen, 
awl h:ul suh<titutcd a r:tilw:ty in a rlifferent 
clirection, which extend,; to " phcce c:,lled the 
Co:cclficld,, which mihnty the hon. gentlem:1n 
s:cid he intended to make in place of the other 
one. The ans\Yer of the ho:n. gentlenu"n on tlu~,t 
occa:-;ion waH thi:s :-

'·1. A prl'liminar.\r .... m·yr·y lHtf.l hf~On mnrle from l;crwcn 
t.o the Coallic!Us., alHl a p::rty i~ now enga'!C\1 snrYcying 
a triallilw. 

.. 2. l"ntil fnrt1wr r~·port:'l <ll'l' r( ccivca fro1u the Chief 
}:n: .. !,'inccr. it is ditli(~nlt to ~tato po . ..;itin~ly ~.'r1H"l plans 
:11111 hook of n~fcrcucc eau he suhmittt·l for :tpprnntl of 
rarliamcnt; lJnt if ~UCh Jllal1S, Pte., C'an be fnrnis]H~ll in 
tin1c, they will he :.:ulnniHe<1 for a}Jlll'OYal this sc•;Sion." 

\Ve1l, they were not ~uhinittoLl, 1\Ir. Speaker; 
and again this :·-esMion I asked the ~[init5ter for 
\Vnrks whethc1· he intell(lerl to a'k the Honse to 
appron~ of any plan-; for the raihvn,y bnvar·tl~ thiH 
Uowen Coalfield'? The rtllS\'/8r I receivecl \va...; 
that deei,ion had been po:;tponed, pendin~ 
fnrt.hcr infnnnati\)n l't''l Jecting· the line. J\~ow, ~ir, 
I wi:-;h to draw the attention of hon. 1ll0ll11)81'8 

to the distinction between that an,wer alHl the 
nnc I got .so far ln~.Jek as Octnhcr of Ll .. :-;t year. 
Thi:..; year the hon. gentlmu:1.n ;.;emn.s to rnake it a. 
colHlition that the constrnction of what is en !I eel 
the Bowen Coalfield line is not to bo rnacle, or no 
:-;tep~ Dre to be taken towanls it:-; con:-;,trnctinn nntil 
n1nreinf<n'rnation i.':) IJ1Jtainod re~pectingthena,tnre 
of this cnalfielrl. 13nt when he was r1uestioned 
hst ye,1,r with reference to thh line no stipnla
tinn of that kind was rnade. IndeeJ, he prmni~,ed 
tlmt if the plm1s c<~ulc1 be furniNhec1 they would 
be suhmitte<1 for the :q >]H'oY:Ll of the } [onse tlmt 
:-;e.-;t)ion. Tlwro wa~ no qn( 'ition then ahont coal. 
His nnl)· exr:nsc then wa:< that the pbn8 were 
unt ready 1 [tlld if they had Le en gut re;~,d.Y in 
time they wouhl h:we bcPn hirl npnn the tah1e 
,end the J-lou'o :tsked to approve of thelll, The 
position of the c1ectora.te i~ thi.s : They an~ 
langnisbin;; for rnibnt~7 cm~·nnunication of smne 
kilHl-either comn:nnic~Ltion \Yith the Xol'thcrn 
system, whirh gop-; ont into the intt>rinr of th~ 
cn1ony, or_ an extension in tbe diret:;tion :-.pecifietl 
l>y the i\lini,;tcr for \Vorks-while every other 
di:-itricL ha:-i works in prngre,o..;d which were 
vas~cd by this ] Louse not hO Ion:; a.;;o-other 

work,; which h:cYe been since ltpproved of by 
this House. Hon. members are well aw<tre 
th<tt the vote for this line was pnssecl so f:tr 
back as 1BH2. The 1nnney wrv~ raiHed by lo:tn 
antl is now lying in the Treasury waiting to 
be :-;pent. But i:Llthough thit"J work was sanc
tioned so far brcck as th:tt, I will briefly read the 
fn11owin;;- list of wmke th«t I have lJeeH rLble to 
a,;certain havec;incethat heenJ>asserl by thisHouNe 
and carried out \I hile this hcts been left neg
lected. There is tlle KUl'\'e.Y frmn l{ockhatnp
ton to Ernu PrLl'k ; de dation, Nouth Brisbane; 
sut'vey of a rnilway frou1 lhi~bane to :l\{onnt 
Cotto'n; extension of the Brisbane Valley 
Bmnch ; line from Stctnthorpe to the 13orc1cr ; 
Co0ktown \Vharf line ; Highfields branch exten
sion ; line horn j\-fc_uyborongh to Urangan, 
i\I<tryborough \Vh:>rf br.wch ; line from 
How"t.rd to Bnndaberg; extension of the Cook
town J lttilway; nnother extension of the F:cssifern 
line; K nrth Coast Hail way from Caboolture; 
duplication of line from Bl'isbane to Ipswich; 
•rownRville ,Jetty line; the J\faclmy to H:cmilton 
extension; and I da.n.:~ny Dmne other~ that I have 
forgotten. se,·eral ofthe,3 works, sir, have been 
actnally approved of before the money w:" voteci 
by P:uliament for them. I believe the Caboolture 
line i~ one whieh \Va:-; ::;:_tnctionml by P[Lrlinnwnt 
l 10fore the 1noney for its con.":Jtruction was voted. 
I <tsk hrm. gentlemen to stty whether justice 
lms been done in this matter. "Hope deferred 
mttketh the heart eick." The people of Bow en 
are :ctnxiou:; for railwn,y construction. It has 
been 1 n·mnisecl, and they are entitled to it ; and 
they ask the Govennncnt to do one thing or the 
other-" ]~ithcr ., .. ;'ivc n~ tho line we vvant," that 
is, the line the pbns of which are now on the 
tahle, ''or give m; the line you Ray you will 
;.6vc W3 ; do one thin:; or the other." The 
line to the Ooallielch; does not meet with the 
approval of the greater portion of my con
stituents. I admit that some of them 'ue 
in fa Your of it, but the greater pmtion rLpprove 
of the line proposed by the bte Grwernment. I 
have this fmther to say: That the line as pro
]HltiB<l by tbe b,te G()\·cnnnent, f1·m:n J3o\ven 
towarcl8' Hanghton Gap, would be a.bout ninety
nine 1nilr··c; or one hundred 1niles in length. It 
1nu"t cros~ the Burdekin, and it C<:tn {1o HO at two 
phtces, one eallc<1 Olm·c and the other Ayr, 
which are twenty miles ap«rt, . \.yr being lower 
<1own the river nc<trcr the mouth. \Vhether the 
line gom; to H~Lnghton Gap or rro\vnsville, or to 
the Clmrters 'l'owers line, it mnst em:;s the 
lhtrde kin at one of thoBc pi aces or l Jetwecn thcn1. 
This line which is now pmpo:;ecl is the first 
Hl~ction-alJout thirty 11liln~ in length-arHl iH 
con1n1on to .:1.ny Jine \vhich lnfLy be 1nade frmn 
Bowcn to rrownsville, if a coa~t line iH ever to 
he 1nade :tnd if the Uov-ern1ncnt [tre ::;incere in 
that re,;peet; :cm1 we ha' c only to look ~et the 
m:cp to sec the coast line which is plotted out 
frmn 13riHbane np to Gl:1dstone. Smne portion 
of that line is already nndcr construction. lf we 
look further up on the map we i'hall see, if the 
Uovernn1ent :u·enotdi:.;pnsed tonntkethe Hnefronl 
the H anghton G:cp-if tlmt is not the true route 
-tlmt it will he very en.-y for them to alter it, and 
m:cke it in the diredion of 'Townsdlle; they c:m 
1nake the line frmn JJowcn to Town~ville Ti(Z 
Cbre or ~lyr, <>r betv, een the two, but whether 
it goeM to 'rown~ville o1· lhmghton Uap, thirty 
or flll·t,\~ n1ile.; of it 11111:-it along- thi;; route, for 
the rea,-;nn that it run::; to the ;;ca-Hhore, or 
\vi thin four or five 1nilt..s nf it. It iK Uonncled on 
one side hy the 'ea, <tnc1 on the in,ide it is 
1)o1UH1cd l1y a large nwnnb:tin callPd "llonnd
l)ack." which it Hm:-;t go rmntcl, bcc<-t11~€- it cannPt 
gtJ O\'er u1· thro11~ .. )1 it, and there is just romn 
ennngh for this line to I'"·"' there for the fir .t 
twenty or thirtv 1nile . ..,. Thereftll'B any line jn 
this direction un~st Le lll~Hle hy thiM rouL'e. I ai11 
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s<ttidied th<tt the Ministry c<tnnot come to any 
other conclusion in rOS]Ject to that. I believe I 
am correct in "''ying- th<ct the first fifty or sixty 
miles, or at least forty mile«, will h,we to go 
alung tlmt route. U!l(Jer the cirClunstancos·-the 
pla-ns having lJeen ready for nearly t\vo year;.;--1 
sulm1it to the Hou,;e that it L extremely h<trd 
the~t the line should not be commenced, more 
e..;pecio1lly a~ there is a fair anwunt <)f good 
bncl there. I do not say it is of first-cla-s 
qmdity, but there is some very good land. 
There is n,s good land there as there is upon 
some other lines. I am reminded upon that 
point by wme remarb that the hon . .:\lini,;ter 
for \Vorks m<tde when he <tsked the House to 
extend the F<tssifern line. Tlwt line he spoke of 
as being good, and one that \Ya~ rer1nired ; bnt it 
would not do as it stood-it wets necul'ary to caxry 
it further to make it pay. There is as much 
to he said in favour of this line l1S of many 
of the others. I submit that it would he 
only a fair thing that the Government should 
take it into con,,ideration, in justice to the 
comtituency that I represent ; and I t1sk the 
I-:Iouse to' a:s.sent to thi~ section in order 
that it mny be commenced. If it is found 
afterwards that the route proposer! beyond that 
is not the hest one, it could be continue<! by 
the route which mny be con,idered best, in the 
direction of Townsville. I nm given to under
stand that the people of Town-,ville are ve1·y 
anxious for a railway in the direction of the Bur
<lekin. All people w<tnt railway commnnicl1tinn 
in this country 'vhere to\YllR are ~o far apart. 
People have found that railway communication is 
the che:1pest cnrnrnunication they can have, and 
that which affords the greatest Ltcilities. A line 
frmn Bowen to .r\._yr, and connecting 1\yr with 
Tuwnsville, \Vonld be apnrecoa:-;t line, and rnycon
stituency wou!tl lmve no objection to a line in that 
(lirection. Theywantto hn,ve con1n1nnif!ation \vith 
the Northern lines, either <1t Townsville or upon 
some portion of the Northern line, so that they 
mo,y hlwe the benefit of that extension. Another 
matter is this: The hon. g·entleman said he di<l 
not see whv" line should be nmde from Bowen 
to 'I'ownsville, or in that direction, when there 
was \Vater conununication het\veen those two 
placos. If this is a good argnn1ent or a sound one, 
where is the con8istmlCy of running a line from 
Brisbane to Gym pie, or to Clevebnd, or to any 
other such place? I do not st1y it is a sound l1rgn
ment ; I think it is a had argument. The line from 
Bri,;ba.ne to Gym pie is a very necessary one, and 
one which I approve of t1nd voted for. I think 
tlmt tho argument tht1t we should not build rail
\vays becauRe we have water connnnnication is a 
very poor one. I may add this: that if Boy,e;r 
be connected with Charters Towers by rml 1t 
will not affect Townsville in <tny way, l1S that 
1 ,]ace is sn prosperous tlmt co1mnunice~tion of that 
kind, which it was afmid of t1t one time, would 
not dn it any harm now, Still the eifect of 
cmmnnnice~tion with Charters Towers will 
be thl1t tlmt place will be brought at least 
ten or twelve hour.s ncn..rer Brisbane, because, 
at present, there is 120 miles of coast line 
between Do wen t1nd TowmYilk, and then eighty
five miles nf milway. There will he sixty miles 
more milway, but the coast line will he avoided, 
ancl a railway tmin travels much faster th:tn a 
ste[Lnler, sn there wonld be an a.,c1vantage in point 
of time. 'l'hctt is ono of the grounds upon which 
I advocate the line. Bowen, like every other 
town, is entitled tn be pl<Lcef1 in cunnnunication 
wilh the railway sp;tem of tl>e colony, and it is 
entitled to this rail way mm·e especi<tlly as the 
l[nuse has sanctioned the expPncliture a.nd voted 
the n1oney, which 111oney is now in the Trea~ 
snry. It i:, only fair thl1t that money should be 
spent in the direction which the House has 
~t1nctioned. I trust tlmt hon. gentlemen wil see 

the justice of my appeal, and will help me to 
insist npon the Unvermnent doing wha~ they 
ong-httoclutothis electorate; nndi l1Sk the Honse 
to approve of thephmsof l1railwaywhich hasheen 
sanctioue>l by tho Honse for upw<Lr<ls of two yem• .. 

The 1\III\ISTi<;lt FOE WOUK::l cmicl: 1\Jr. 
Speaker,-I will not take" lesson from the hon. 
n1e1nb~r for l3o\Vt.'ll; antl I will btke no apology 
frmn hirn rrt all 1tlH>nt brin~.6ng this rnattcr l1efore 
tl18 House. He hac! '" ['erfect 1·ight to do ,;o, t1nd he 
has (lone it very rnodern,tcly il1dced; so nwUerately, 
iu fact, that he has not gi\ en one single reaRon at 
nll why the line shonl>l be built or the money 
shonld 'be . .;:;pent. ThiM ruatter was brought uncltn' 
my observation by a doputati~n from Bowen. 
VmT shortly after the present lrovernmont came 
into. office a depntation came down to nsk the 
Government to recommend this railway, and if 
their dignity ha~l not, stood in their. way tl~ey 
mig·ht ht1ve got 1t. 'Ihey told me, m jJuttmg
forth their claims for this railway to connect 
Jlowen with the Nmthern line, that they wore 
cle~irous of having son1e Hhare of the trade of 
the interior. It struck rue rts most extm
ordinary, that if the (}overnment had built a 
line from Tnwn,ville into the intcl"ior they should 
be asked to lmild another to compete' with it. 
'rhat gave rne a HlUilJicion that thero waK Nonre
thing \Vrong, and I sn.id to 1nyself I 'voul(l. not 
overlook it; that the only thing, to 1uy nnnd, 
th:tt will justify the building of this line is if the 
country l1o 'vlaptcd for close settlement. I went 
up there and trl1vellPd over the place, and, 
althmwh I mt1cle every inquiry, I could not lind 
where 

0

Hanghton Gap was. I in(1nired of l\fr. 
Hannarn, who has a prett~y thorough kn(nvledge 
of the country, and neither he nor anybody 
else could tell me where it was. However, it 
was sufficient fnr the purpose, I believe, that 
it would connect somewhere about thirty miles 
or thirty-five miles from 'l'ownsville. The 
le>wth of the line from Dowen to connect at 
1-{a~rghton Gap, '"' the hon. member pleases to 
call it, is 120 miles, nnd if the milwe~y were 
made the consequence would be tlmt those who 
would use the line would ht1ve to pny <1n mlllitional 
amount of freig-ht e<pml to the difference between 
thirty-five mile" to Townsville, nnd 120 mile,; to 
Bowen. I believe that some of the inhabitants 
of Charters Towers ad vovated this Haughton 
Gap rail way because the cost of landing goods 
by lighter at 'l'ownsville was so heavy, t1nd they 
thought it would be cheaper to get their 
good:-) direct frmn Bow en. H o-weYer, the 
U.overnment propose to carry a branch from the 
mt1in line nt 'I'nwnsYille stettion to the jetty 
bret1kwater which willohviate thatdifficnlty, aml, 
of course, the people at Charters Towers will now 
he perfectly satisfied. The construction of this 
short line will suit their purpose very well, and 
will he much more nd Vl1n tt1;;eous to them than 
having to pay the rtdditional carriage frmn 
Bowen to Townsville. \Vhen I travelled over 
the country which the proposed railway would 
tntverse, a grmtt portion of it waR 1"lnder water. 
There t1re three cC~ttle stations there, and, 
with one or two exceptions, the country is nttedy 
worthJe,s for settlement. It i'l Yery well arlapted 
for grazing cattle, bnt is not fit for any other pur
pose. It is a sanely, lomuy, \Vorthless conntry, 
quite un -.nitable fur cultiYation. TLe only thing 
th:1t would h<tvc justified the GoYernment in 
constmcting this line would h<tve been country 
adapted for clo,,e settlement. There is some good 
bnd at Iukermann, but tlmt is all in the hamls of 
princte indiYiduak Bnt there is the fnrther 
objection to this line, that it would compete with 
t1uother Government r<~ il way t1lreadv built. Hival 
companies ma.y endeavour to rnn oi1e a.nothcr off 
the road, they JrJay compete with one another as 
our Htean1ship cmnpanie:::; are doing nt the ]Jresent 
time, but it would be 11. suicidal policy for mry 
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Government to compete with themselves. I spent 
son1e tin10 in Dowen, and I Inn~t "tLy the people 
were very kinrl to me, lmt the cry I he>trd every
·where ''Tas, " All that we want i~ for you to 
spend lllOUey here." They rlitl not care, ::\Ir. 
Spea,ker, if the nLilway was going to the 1uoon :::;o 
long rLK ~ve ~pent n1oney in their district. ·u nfnrtu
lULtely, Bow en iR one of tho~e cities or towns thrLt 
are in a state of decay. The people are clearing 
out; and the conclusion come to by those who 
are still there is thnt they cannot exist unless 
money is spent in the district by the Uovern
ment. I contend that it would be the greatest 
waste and swindle ever committed to !mild a 
railway from Eowen to Haughton Gap for the 
purpose of competing with the Townsville line. 
'l'he hon.memher who moved this motion made the 
sugg-estion that the line might be carried by way of 
Ayr. I believe myself that whenever a coastal line 
is carried out, as it will be some day, it should go in 
that tlirection. That line will be a long one and 
will cost a large amount of money ; aml in the 
meantime I think it would be utter folly to 
conlnience a line between TuwnRYille a11d Bowen 
until the line is carried out right along the coast. 
It would lJe folly to connnenceto build it in patches 
and .spend GoYernrnent n10ney in a few places juRt 
to please thehon. member's electors. And that was 
the only arg-ument offered by the hon. gentleman 
from the time he got up till he sat down again. 
He could give no reason for the constrnction of 
the line ; he did not show that there would be 
any traffic on it : in fact, he said nothing- at all 
in its favour; all he wanted was the money. 

Mr. CHUBB : That was shown before when 
the House voted the money. 

The J\lLi'\lSTEH, I<'OR \VORKS : I h<Lve no 
doubt, as I have said, that there will be a line 
from Bow en to Townsville some day, but that 
time is very far distant. The hon. gentleman 
rnade ·~mne allusion to rny prmnising the line to 
Bowen, and said that I made it a condition that 
unless the coalfield turned out successful it should 
not be constructed ; and that at another time I 
statecl that it would be nmde whether the coal
field was successful or not. I never made such a 
promise. 

Mr. CHUBB : I did not say tlmt. What I 
said was that the answer the hon. gentleman 
gave me the other clay and what the hon. 
gentlernan Raid last year \Vere inconsistent. 
One makes the success of the coalfield a con
clition, and the other is given apart from any 
qnestion of coal at all. 

The MIXISTER FOR WOUKS : The hon. 
member has been long enough in the House to 
know that answers to questions do not always 
disclose everything that a member would like 
to get. He can look over the answers that 
I have given on this question, and he will find 
nothing of the nature he has mentioned. I 
may, however, inform the hon. member that 
the Bowen Coal Field has turned out a success ; 
that t\YO seams have been gone through, one at 
GO feet awl the other 72 feet 8 inches ; and I am 
told that the coal is of a very superior descrip
tion. I have not the slightest doubt that 
the people of Bowen would even take a 
rail way there without coal. It does not matter 
to them where it is taken so long as the Govern
ment speml the money, and that was the only 
argument advanced by the hon. memuer in 
bvour of this motion. I have not the slightest 
doubt that some time or other there will be a 
coastal railway between Bowen and Townsville. 
In tra veiling over the country in that district I 
saw that there was not an acre of land fit for 
agTicultnre nntil we reached Inkermann. The 
land there is very good; but it is all freehold, 
and I believe it was purchased at a very mode
rate price. I do not mean to say there was any-

thjng wrong in the way it \VfLS obtained-and 
I mn n1akin.f.( no accn~ation as to how the land 
was acquired--I only say that it was ac<tnit·ecl at 
a very 1noderate rnte. 
Th~ HoN. Sm T. M elL WRAITH : What 

land are you referring to ? 
'l'he JHINJSTER FOll WORKS : The land 

in the neig-hbourhood of Inkermann. The hou. 
member may laugh anrl jeer if he likes : I 
say tlmt the only land along the line, of g-ood 
quctlity, is located near the cattle station callecl 
Inkernmnn, and I believe that land was acquired 
at a very low mte. It would be a very fine 
thing for the owners, I kno,v, to have a r::tilway 
running throug·h their land to enhance the 
value of it, but I do not see my way 
clear to make it. If that land could be thrown 
open for settlement, and a larg-e l'opulation 
tJettled upon it, there would be some g-rouml 
then for building the railway. There are,'" I 
have said, only three cattle stntions along- the 
120 miles I travelled between Jlowen and Hang-h
ton Gap, and hon. members know what a very 
fuw hands need be employed to look after a few 
thousand head of cattle. y,,t the hon. member 
asks this H on se to spend £150,000, because it haB 
been borrowed, to build a railway where no one 
is settled, and above all to compete with a mil
way we have already in existence. If the hon. 
lllembcr carries this motion all I can tell him is 
that I shall not continue to he C\finister for \Vorks. 
Xo 1nan who 'vould ever sanction Huch a down
rig·ht swindle on the country could ha,ve any 
rig·ht tooccupythe position of Minister for \Vorks. 
I' hope hon. members will oppose this motion. 
I have already promised the people of Bowen 
that if the coal-mines at this coalfielrl turn out 
ouccessful I will build them a railway there; aml 
not only there, but I think it should go further 
than that-over the range to Bowen Downs. 
There woultl then be some legitimate inland 
town, and not an endea;·our to carry the line to 
where it will benefit no person in existence. 

The Hox .. J. M. MACROSSAN said : Mr. 
Speaker,-! am \'ery sorry the J\Iinister for 
\Vorks has ta,ken up such an antagonistic posi
tion to this railway, and he certainly might have 
given son1e better reaRons for having done RO 
than he has given. He has stated that the only 
reason given by the hon. member for Bow en for 
the making of this railway i~ to have the money 
spent, and he says that is all the people of 
Bowen require. I know the people of 
Bowen a good deal better than he does, 
because I have been oftener there; and I know 
the country through which the hon. gentleman 
says he has travelled a good deal better thtm he 
does, because I ha Ye been oftencr there; and I 
believe he is mistaken entirely as to the quality 
of the land on that line and as to whttt the 
result of building that rail way will be. He says 
the lJeople want thttt line for the purpose of com
peting with Townsville for the western tratfi~. 
Supposing they did want it for that purpose 
and it could be' shown that it would be beneficial 
if it were made-why should it not be made? 
Does the hon. member not recollect that he 
passed a railway-what is called" the direct line 
to \Varwick"-\vhich is to come into competition 
with a line already built and paying very well ; 
and that almost every pound of traffic will be 
divided with the \V arwick line if this line is 
built? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is a 
different case altogether. 

The HoN. J. M. MACIWSSAN: That line 
will cost also a total amount of at least eight 
times the cost of the line now asked for by the 
member for Bowen ; and there are twenty or 
thirty miles of this direct line to VI' arwick which 
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will cost more than the costliest mile on the Main 
Hange, and portions of that cost £20,000 a mile. 
Yet the hon. member gives this cts a reason for not 
making this Bowen rail way, wlJCn he has actually 
himseif done what he disapproves of now--if not 
by n1a.king the rail way, by bnrro,ving n1oney for 
the pnrpose. The hnn. member sa,·s there can 
be no close settlement on this line. How manv 
milways have we m:1de at present in districts ill 
which there is not much room for close settle
ment 9 He objects ali;o that the land which 
would be suitable for close settlement on this line 
is freehold land. If we are not to make railways in 
a ,]istrict unless throngh land which the Govem
rnent own we s.hall shortly nwke no uwre coast 
line,, and shall have to make them all into the 
interior, though coast lines are just what hon. 
members on the other sicle are most crying out 
for-lines in the settled districts. Another objec
tion the hon. member has raised is that the 
coast line should not be made in patches. Is not 
that the very thing we are now doing' Are we not 
making it in patches now? IY ehave one patch from 
]\Iaryborough to Bundaherg, and another patch 
now about to be made-the plans for the first sec
tion being pa::;;-,ed-betv.reen Bri~bane and Gy1npie. 
·what disad vant,ccge will it be to make another 
patch between Bowcn and Townsville, with the 
intention of carrying it further north ? The hon. 
gentleman\; argninenb; will not bear exami
nation. Aga.in, the hon. n1mnber for Bowen 
has placed the matter in an alternative point 
of view. He says he is quite willing to take 
a line that must be ultimately made, as admitted 
by the Minister for IV orks himself- the line 
1·i<i Ayr to Townsville-but that in any case 
the first scction-Bowen to Haug"l1ton Gap
must necessarily be made, and where can be 
the objection to making this first section ? 
The objection is in the last statement of the 
Minister for \Vorks-because there is land there 
acquired at what he calls a low rate of 
purchase. It was acrruired, I suppose, at the 
current rate of purchase at the time, what. 
ever it was-I do not know whether it was 10s. or 
15s. an acre. \Vhat harm, then, w>es it for the 
proprietor to have got it, and why should Bowen 
and Townsville be denied railw"y communica
tion bec"q;;e a proprietor on the way had obtained 
land at 10s. or 15s. per acre ? Could anyone 
have adYanced a sillier argument? I know the 
land from Inkermann to the Burdekin is very 
good land indeed, and from the Burdekin 
along to Towrmville the land is first-class 
land, and for six or eight or ten miles 
horn 'l'ownsville there is first-class country 
over four-fifths of the distance. So that in 
reality the objection the ~linister for \Vorks has 
raised against the making of this line is no 
objection whatever, and should be no objection 
in the minds of reason,.ble men and in the minds 
of men who have sanctioned the making of 
railways at present fnrfar less reasons th>en those 
which can be gi,·en for this railway. 'l'here is 
water communication, no doubt, between Bowen 
and Townsville, bnt there is equally water 
commnnication all along the coast ; and 
hon. members opposite were, I think, the 
authors of the idea of a coast line-which 
I think myself is a good idea, and one which I 
h>eve no donbt future Governments will c>erry 
out as well as the prec1ent l+overnment. I will 
give my support to the hon. member for Bow en in 
this matter if he goes to a division, not believing 
that the line will have to be made to Haughton 
Gap, hut that the first section will be made, and 
then it can be carried on acro,s the Bnrdekin 
towards Ayr, >end from Ayr to Townsville. 

:Mr. MIDGLEY snid: ::\'[r. Speaker,-If the 
Government do not regard the carrying of this 
motion as a too 'erious matter, I feel inclined to 
vote for it. I think the hon. member for Bowen 

has good and just ground for complaint. I 
remember when I fir~t came. ~o thi" co_l,~ny, 
:Howgn was looke(l upon as a, runng, prornunng, 
busy seaport town ; mtd I h~;.crd a great deal 
about it:-; inland resource.-; and it~ hnrhonr. 
K early nll the northern towns thnt came into 
existence before or since have been favoured n1ore 
or le-,s \Vith rnilway con1n1unication, and Bov.'en 
appem·s to be the only constal town that h:cs been 
so fn.r ignored. I speak feelingly on the Rnbject 
of ;-vlinister.s having control of these m::ttter., to >loll 

undue extent. I represent a constituency tlmt 
harl money voted for the completion of a line ,;even 
years ago ; and I have been subject to no end of 
misrepresentation and trouble and annoyance, 
all of which should have hccllen on the Minister 
for ',V orks. Some people in a constitnency, if 
their member is free and inclependent, as the 
representative of free and incle1wndent electms 
ought to be, say, "\Ve do not get what has been 
promised, because he i,; free and independent." 
On the other hand, if he is a faithfnl, devoted, 
and llllflUestioning supporter of the Government, 
they say they do not get it because he is too 
submissive and loy:cl; and between one and 
the other it is difficult to know what to 
do. \Vhen a railway has been appro,·ed hy 
thi,; House, and the money ha.s lJeen hol'· 
rowerl for its construction, l think it should 
be ont of the power of the :\Iini,;ter or Govern· 
ment to Yeto the construction. I do not know 
that I should have spoken on this subject, but 
that it gives me an opportunity to get into 
Han.mrd what I intend to be a protest against 
the misrepresentation to which I have been sub· 
jected with regard to a matter of this kind; and 
also to get into Bansanl a little conveP,ation I 
had with the :Minister for \Vorks. If I h'tcl 
brought this matter before the House every time 
I have been urged to do so, l should have 
been regarded a8 an intolerable nuisance. 
I am glad of this opportunity to say th:ct 
in a cmwersation I had with the Minister 
for \Vorks I was assured that this rail
wily of mine- or rather of ours- would be 
gone on with without further delay, and that a 
very important railway advocated by a very 
important member of this House h>1d to st,md 
aside until these plans were fiuished and tenders 
called fcir. I think if the J\linist~r for ·works 
really wished to do good work in stopping a 
needless railway-·I suppose it could not be 
stopped now-he would stop the line from Cook
town inland. All that has been said against 
the Bowen line, from the information I have, 
would apply tenfold to that line. I am told 
that the motlPy spent on that line will be utterly 
waster!, that there is no possibility of it paying 
intere'it or anything else; while here at Bowen 
we have a place with a good harbour, and good 
inland country. I think after the assurance given 
last session, after the money has been voted and 
the plans were prepared, the hon. member for 
Bowen was fully justified in bringing this matter 
before the House. 

Mr. NOR TON said: Mr. Speaker,- The 
motion before the House to-night raises the very 
important question how far a J\linister is author
ised t0 stop, on his own responsibility, work which 
this House has ordered to be done. :;\ ow, sir, with 
regard to this particular line, the money was 
voted in 1882, and I presume it has lJeen raised 
and is now avaibble. Not only that, but when 
it was proposed to sanction this line I believe I 
was the only member who opposed it. I said at 
that time I did not think it was desirable-and 
in that I am in agreement with the Minister 
for \Vorks-that the Hou"e should encourage, or 
seem to encourage, the construction of two lines 
that would work in opposition one to the other. 
But when the question of the line being stopped 
altogether is put before the Hou~e, then I think 
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the HOlme hf1s a right to demand a sufficient 
explanation fron1 the lVIinister for not going on 
with it. Smne ti1ne ago, if I remernher aright, 
the lVIinistor for \Vorks said he woulrl not con· 
stnwt that particubr line, but would construct 
another line frorn Bow en, whieh T snppo:..;e \\'rtS 

intended to compensate for the loss of this one. 
\Ve were led to unrlerstawl that a line wa" to he 
crm,tructed from Bowen to the Coalfielcls, the 
only official report in connection \vith \V hi eh was 
that they were burnt ont and of no value what
ever. Now, if the information the Minister has 
given us to-day ],,cl Leen available at that time, 
it n1ight have been some reason for pro1Josing to 
construct that line, but there was nothing at 
that time to lead the House to believe that the 
Cof1lfield,; were of any practical value whateYer. 
Subsequent borings have led to the discovery of 
other beds of coal bPneath this coalfield which 
are valuable. rrhe JYiinister for \York~, in argu~ 
in~ against expenditure on this line because the 
Bowen people wanted the expenditure, appeared 
to bo arguing agairmt hirnself, because the only 
argurncnt he used, or rtppeared to use, in favour 
of the line to the Coalfields was that as the 
Government did not intend to cany out the 
Hau,;htun Gap line they would give the people 
of Bo\ven something else. That was the hon. 
grmtlmnau's entire argnrnent, and in talking now 
ahout the people the1·e wiNhing for the expemli
tnre he has condCI11ned the action of the Govern
ment last session. The question of how far a 
Minister is entitled to stop the expenditure of 
money which has bePn authorised by the 
Homo is a very important one. Supposing the 
present :I\Iiuit~try went out of office, leaving behind 
them a number of untoucherl lines which the 
House had authorised, and the next liiinistry 
were to refuse to carry them out, on the very 
sarne grounds which were now ur:::;ecl against the 
carrying out of the Haughton Gap line. They 
would no doubt. get a majority to enable them 
to carry out their intention, but it should be 
remembered that those same lines had been 
authorised by a large majority in the previous 
l'arliament. If that sort of thing were to be 
permitted-if one ::\finister after another could 
take proceedings of that kind-it would soon 
reduce government to an abtmrdity. The plan 
proposed the other night by the leader of the 
Opposition would probably obviate all such 
clifficultiec;. If plans of proposed railways were 
examined in comn1ittee before being autho
rised by the House, any incoming Govern
ment would be bound to carry them out, 
because there would be ovir!cnce that suffi
cient information had been forthcoming to 
show the necessity for them. \Vith regard to 
this particular line, I have always objected to it, 
and I object to it still, because I believe it would 
be of far leH ad vantage to the district than a 
line which should join the Northern Railway to 
'L'ownsville. \Ve have commenced a systeni of 
coast milways, and even the :Minister for \N orks 
admits that this line may Le carried out when the 
coast line is completed as far as Bowen : but it is 
a question whether the CDast line should be made 
continuously from south to north, or whether it 
should be constructe•l in patches. I see no 
reason why they should not make it in patches 
as occasion ruight require. If there is any rea.Bon 
for the construction of a particular section, why 
should it not be caniecl out? A line from 
Townsville to Bowen might be just as useful 
to that portion of the country ''" a line from 
Britihnne to Gyn1pie would be to thib, and if there 
is any strong reconunendation for its construction 
I do not see why it should not be done although 
it cloes happen to be a disconnected portion of 
the great coastal route. Another argument of 
the Minister for 'Works, to which I have before 
referred, was that it is not right to make one 

line to compete against another existing line. 
But what about the Drrtytou and Toowoomba 
line-will not that compete with the existing 
milwav? \Ve have another instance in Brisbane. 
\Ye a~:e extending the line frorn the ter1rrinus 
::tn(l joining it on to the 8andga.te line at J3owen 
l'tLrk. \Vill not tbo.se line,g comuete with each 
other? \Vill it not ~tlso compete with the tram
way which has now been esbblishecl? There 
Inrty lw reasons for bringing the terminus further 
into the city, but there can be no reason for 
running the line straight on to B(nven _park to 
compete with the Saudgate line and the tram
way; especially as the tmmway is much more 
convenient for the public, running aloug the 
main thoroughfare and stopping at every corner 
where it is desired it should stop. A simihr ca,,e of 
competing lines was mentioned hy the hrm. 
member for Townsville. \Vith regard to the 
land through which this line is to pass, I may 
say that I went through the country abuut two 
years ag-o, not by the route the ::\Iinister for 
\Vorks spoke of, but from the Burdekin Hi ver 
below Ayr to Bowen, and I saw some 100,000 
acres of really first-class agl'icultuml land. If 
the lllinister for \Vorks went the direct route to 
Inkonnann he would go a grf:-at portion of the way 
through forest country which is not fit for agri
culture; but it is quite a mistake to '"ay there 
is no land in the district fit for agriculture 
except immediately in the neighhourhuocl of 
Inkcrmann. The que8tion now arises--Should the 
fact that the land about Inkermann was being pur
chased make any difference in the constructwn of 
this rail way'? Are we to accept that as a reason 
why the ::\Iinister for \Yorks shoul<l refuse to 
carry ont the wish us of the House with regxrcl to 
any rail way ? I think it is a g-reat misfortune 
that M.inisters for \Vorks shoulcl know anything 
about those nu\tters, because if, as in this case, 
there is reason to believe-as I do from the 
mann~r in which the hon. gentlenmn concluded 
his speech-that there is any political feeling in 
it, it is likely to lead to bad results-result-' 
which ought not to be allowed or tolerated by 
this House. I believe a great deal of the 
bnd referred to would be taken up anll made 
use of for agriculture or close settlement if 
this line was carried out. I consider that the 
people of Bowen ha Ye been very harshly used 
in regard to this m>etter. The plans and sections 
for this r.;tilway have been laid upon the table, 
and if the bte Ministry had remained in office 
they would have asked the House to assent to 
the work being carried ont-at any rate, the first 
thirty miles. I think, myself, the best route 
would be from Ho wen to Ayr. . It is a ]eye] road 
a.lmost the whole of the distance; the only 
difficulty i.s in cros~·dng the l3urdeldn lliver; 
but whichever w>ey the line goes it will 
have to cross that river, and, I believe, 
from there it would go to a point thirteen 
or fourteen miles from 'l'ownsville, and there join 
the present line to Charters Towers. It has 
been said that people do not know where 
Haug-hton Gap is, but there is not the slig-htest 
difficulty in finding that out. I am st1re the 
lllini,ter for \Vorks knows where it is, and that 
the Attorney-General knows something about it; 
if he does not the liiini"ter for \Vnrks can 
give him all information respecting it. I shall 
feel bound under the circumstances, liir. 
Speaker, to support the motion of the hon. mem
ber for Bowen-that is, if he prc-3se.s: it to a 
division, but I think he will not, as it is evident 
that it is to be reg«rded as a party question. I 
would strongly ad vi se him, after it has been dis
cussed, to withdmw it. I think that is the best 
thing he can do, because, after the information 
he has given and the discussion that has taken 
place, I think further con"ideration may be given 
to the matter. 
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. The P~E:i\UER. said : Mr. Speaker,-There 
IS smnethrng very 8Ingular connected vv-ith these 
plan, that I do 1_10t think ~he House umlcn-<tands, 
ttrHl also ~mnethn1::~~ ve1·y t'nngnL.u connected with 
the circumst<mces under which they were placed 
upon the tal>le of the House. At the commruce
mcnt of this Parliament-after the then Uov<:rn
menL had been ben,ten, am! knew that thev could 
do nothiw;-the hon. member for Port "Cnrtis 
then :i\Iinister fm \York~, laid upon the tllhl~ 
plans and sections- at least certain thinn·s 
which were described as pla{ls am! sectio~s 
and book ~f reference for this line. 'rbe papers 
are here, s1r, and they bear upon the face of 
them notes sh<m ing that when the hon. "entle
man laid them on the tn,hle he could nev~~- even 
have seen them. He laid upon the table no plans 
at all, but two dilferen t section~-two routes trying 
to get to the same place. \Vluch of them was he 
going to ask the I--Ionse to appl'ove of ? I a111 

snre I do not know ; and I mu also snre tlmt the 
hon. Inernber for 130\\'811 dne8 not know \Vhich of 
the two lines he means to ask the House to <1] •1n·ove 
of. The fact of laying these plans on the table 
wa"l not what it oug·ht to be-au act of distinct 
Ministerial responsibility-and that is what I wish 
particularly tu call attention to. Asking Parlia
me~lt to approve of any lme of railway is an act 
wluch must be donn by someone with .Ministerial 
~·espoJ_tsibility.. It is a very important act. It 
IS rtsl~Ing Padu:unent to agTee, in fact, to the ex
pendit_nre of a large' sum ~f money and to adopt 
a partJcular route. That IS a proposition which, 
under our theot·y of go_vernrnent, can be onlY 
made by someone with :\linisterial re,;ponsihility. 
If it were to be ~llowecl th:1t every member of the 
}~ouse could brmg forward propositions of that 
lnnd and carry them thrmwh, there would be an 
end to ~linh;terial responsibiHty, :1nd no (-}overn
ment could tolerate having :i\Ii;1i,;terial functions 
~otken out o_f their hands iu tlutt w ,ty. If, for 
mstance, pnvate members of the House couhl 
undertake to lay down the expenditure that is 
to be made in any direction without Ministerial 
snnction, of course no Governrnent could in 
l~onour· hold office under Nuch circurn:sta.nces. 
lflc!eed, it is well unrlerstood that when a 
member proposes to take out of the hmlCls of the 
Gover1_1ment a matter that distinctly requires, 
accordmg to the tlwory of o·overnment to be <lone 
with l'l1ini,;terial responsil;ility, it is' equivalent 
to saying that the Government are not worthy 
of the confidence of the House. In am· case 
like this I say tl"e House is entitled to "know 
before it is asked ~o _commit itself to any line of 
rflllway, whether It IS the best route that can be 
selected for the purpose. That is a matter which 
it i,; the b';sine Js of the Minister to inquire into 
before a~kmg ~he House to assent to it, and the 
H<;u~e 1S entitled to have the opinion of the 
!\'Innster: In t_he present case, not only was no 
mformatwn given about the line but the 
hon. gentleman who laid the 'plans on 
the table clid not believe in it. When the 
Governn1ent \Vere beaten, it \vas a n1ere idle 
form to lay the papers on the table. The hon. 
gentleman had not even opened the bunclle from 
the Ch!ef Engin"er for the R orthern district, to 
see winch of the two plans proposed he intended 
t? accept. T_hey were received by the Commis
si<;mer for Ra1lways on the 7th Xovembcr, and 
bid upon the table of this House on the 8th 
without inspection, and without the :i\Iinister i~ 
ch_arg-e of the department having made up his 
mmcl what was the proper thing to do. I am 
sure that if he had clone so he would not have 
pl_acecl upon the table two plans incon<Ji.,tent 
With each other. I remember one occasion when 
that wa< clone before. 

The Hox. SIR T. J\IuiL\YR_\.ITH: I remem
ber your Government doing it this year. It does 
not require a long memory for that. 

18H5-z 

The PREMIER: The case I refer to happened 
about ten years ago with respect to a little bit of 
line about t\vo nlilos long. 

:c\Ir. SCOTT: Ancl one of the plans was lost 
m1(l has never been seen Hince. 

'rhe PRE:\IIER: It was clone throngh ina<l
vertence on the part of the Minister, whom no 
one wonlcl charge \Vith being incon1petent. 

'rhe Hox. Slit T. MuiLWHAl'rH: Which 
line mts it? 

The l'RlDITER: I forget, but it was a thing 
of no conseqneuce at all. I say there has been 
no exercise of :\Iinisterial responsibility with 
respect to this line nt ttll. As to the merits of 
the line, I do not consider it necessary to discuHs 
that now. I think I have given qnite snfficient 
reason for opposing the rnotion. The objection 
is insuperable. Uf course if hon. members think 
tlmt we are incapable of presenting proper rail
way line" for construction, and are willing to 
support the motion of the hon. member for 
Bowen and coustruct a line which nobody has 
exmnined-\\·hich nobody has ever seen-whid1 
no ::\Iinister has ever asserted is a proper 
line to be made-by all means let them do 
so ; but it wonlcl he a matter of very serious 
conseC[nence. One other matter I wish to say a 
word or two npon. The hon. member who sp(,ke 
last referred to some comments made l1y my hon. 
colle;;gue, the Minister for IV urks. as to this 
being an alternative line, one portiOn of which 
would compete with the Townsville line. He 
said it. was _analog-ous to the Valley railway 
competmg w1th the tramway. I do nut see 
any analo.;;y at a,ll. The hon. gentlen1an's iclcn. 
of competition mnst be very different from mine. 
rralking· about cmnpeting \Yith trmnways, it 
might as well be said that milways compete with 
bnllock-drays or Cobb's cmwh ; of com·"' they 
do. \Vhen fL ne\\r connecting route is chosen 
or an alternative one rna.de, to bring· gre:1ter 
tre~ffic and facilitate settlement in the di,;trict, 
!·hat is not cmnpetition but a very good thing
melee<!. The hon. gentleman might "'"Y that 
opening a new road is entering into cmnpetition 
with the existing one. The main reason I have 
given for opposing this motion is that the 
railway has never been the subject of any 
~Iini,terial propositim~ made with Ministerial 
responsibility, and therefore it ought not to he 
entertained. I am not sanguine enough to think 
that hon. gentlemen opposite will support that 
proposition \vhen th4'.Y are out of office, although 
they would maintain it when thev are in office. 
There was another argument used that I do not 
think can be accepted, and that was that the 
mere fact of one Parliament having intended to 
main' a railwc~y will prevent any firture Parlia
ments from cli.>cus,ing the same <Jnestion. 

Mr. ::-.ron:rox : It i" not a future Parliament; 
it i,; an individmtl :Minister stopping it that I 
object to. 

The PRE:\IIER : I do not understand the 
hon. gentleman. The railway cannot be made 
until this Parliament approveo of its being made. 
I under8taml the hon. gentleman to say that 
although he disapproves of the railway being 
nlftde, yet, becau:-;e the previous Parlia1nent 
approved of it, this Parliament is bound to make 
it. His ar5mnent means that if it means any
thing·. If thi,; Pm·Iiament is not bound to make 
it, then hon. gentlemen are free to vote accord
ing to their consciences in the 1natter ; unle.;s 
this Parliament is bound to exercise no discre
tion, the hon. gentleman is bound to vote 
ngainst it. 

The Hox. SIR '1'. l\TciLWRAITH said: Mr. 
Speaker,-The Premier does not take up a 
proper position upon this matter. The position 



354 Railway from [ASSEMBLY.] Bowen to IIaugldon. 

is this : In l8fl2 the then Parliament mtccl 
,£1GO,OOO for a mihvay from Bowen to H;mghton 
Gap. They imrneclintely took action upon that 
and borrowed the nwney for lll<t.king that line. 
They took the adtlitinnal action of instructinr.· 
their engineers to snrvey and fon\ a.rd t~~ 
l'n,rliarnent plans and sections of that rail
way. rrhat was done, an<l when the G-overnll18nt 
receiv~d these plans and sections they did'" they 
were m duty bound; they laid them bcfme 
Pt:tr1i£tn1ont fot' the purpose of, at smne fntnre 
time, asking· the ;;anction of Parliament for the 
com;truction of the linQ according to thc,;e pbus. 
Up to that time their cour,;e was perfectly con
stitutional. In fact, that was the only course 
they Cfmld pursue. The meaning of the hon. 
gentleman's argument is that, if there be any 
chance of the Government being defcccterl, they 
!llust not even tctke the re,ponsibility of lay
mg '' paper on the table of the House. Their 
rc-;ponsibility is gone; there mmt be somebody 
else~the future Premier~who is to take ctction 
at that stage. The contention of the hon. 
gentleman is absurd. \V e did our duty up to 
the l::t~t dn.y we were in power, nnd an1ong 
the duties forced upon us was thn,t of layL
ing before Parlimnent the plans of the tirst 
section of that rail way. The hrm. gentleman 
tells us that we did it in such a hurry that we 
sent forward the packet fmm the Northern 
Engineer, and put it upon the table without 
investigation. That is just the kind of ar~·ument 
that the hon. gentleman indul:;;es in when the 
gentleman who can reply to it, from his own 
personccl knowledge, hcts not the opportunity of 
speaking. I c:1n tell the hon. gentlmnan, upon 
the face of those papers, that he ho,s made a 
gross blunder. He said there was no pbn wlmt
ever laid upon the tccble. There is a plan. 

The PRE11IER: That is a section, not a 
plan. There is nothing to show where the line 
goes to. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL \VRAITH: Cannot the 
hrm. gentleman tell the difference between " 
plan and a section ? This is a pl'm of the line 
for thirty miles. Bless my soul ! has the h(m. 
gentleman no knowledge whatever? Does he not 
know the difference between a plan and a section'? 
Takingitas I read the title sent by the "Engineer
in-Chief, Queensland Rtmwccys, Central and 
Northern Division, Bowen to Hanghton Gap Par
liamentary plan, 0 miles to 30miles." Another onP 
is called by J\ir. \Villoughby Hannam, "Queens
land Railways,Bowen to Haughton Gap, Parlia
mentary section." There are two sections for the 
thirty miles, and there is a plan exccctly in the 
form that they have always been laid before the 
House. Surely the hon. gentleman has berm 
tnlking simple nonsense ! 'l'hese are the regular 
plans and sections, clone in the sanw way as we 
have always hnd them laid npon the table. 
\Vith' regard to the argument used by the 
Premier, that the hon. member for Port Cmtis 
had taken up a very extraordinary position in 
s<tying that we are to revise the action of u 
past Parliament, he puts the matter wrongly 
altogether, ccncl tries to put the hon. member 
wrong also. I say that it is perfectly competent 
for us to revise what a past Parliament has done. 
I think it would be a great pity, if we made a 
blunder, thcct a future Parliitment, and perhaps 
a better Parliament, slwnld have no means of 
rectifying it. I do not think we are bound, 
without option, by what our predecessors have 
clone. But there is a proper and constitutional 
course of getting away fron1 a re"olution we have 
come to, and the hon. g-entlemccn hac! a precedent 
before him. \Ve once passed a railway up the 
l\fain Range, and "fterwards we obtained a better 
knowledge of the subject, and asked l\trlimuent 
to reconsider its decision, and Parliament c1icl 

reconsider it, and came to the conclu>ion that 
they shonld not build that railway. Tlmt is the 
proper bnsinoss~likc course; nnd whn,t is done l)y 
the :\[inister for \Vorb, here? He kts come to 
the conclusion that it is a goocl J?arlimnentary 
dodge not to make thi...; line fr01n Bowen to 
Haughton Gap. 

The :\HNISTER ron WORKS: \Vc r!o n<>t 
know it ctt alL 

The .Hox. Sm T. 1\It:TLWHAITH: The hon. 
gentleman ha::; nevm· clone anything else hut 
exagg;crato since I havt known hhu. In a \·ery 
chnracteriHtic speech he 1nade this afternoon~ 
and he is accustmned to 1nake these short, 
little, slmrp, umne;tning speeches~he rather 
went beyond himself : he said, in a very 
exaggonctted and hasty way, that there was 
nobo<ly in the district who knew anything about 
Haughton (hp. He could not find it. That is 
one of the lnnnnrons exnggerations of the hon. 
gentlmnan. People, v,rhen they n,re talki11g 
business, cct!l them by a very different and much 
plainer term. But the House is accustumed to 
this tenn "exagc;eration, ~'so we p<1ss it over. Jie 
told us that the country from Hanghton Gap to 
Bowen is worthlc". and in the smmo breath he 
said he \Vent over it ·when it w~ts covere(l 
with \Vater. He onght to be a good judge upon 
that point. I remember the new~paper acconnts 
of his visit. He went over it so bst that deputcc
timui \\Tere not able to overtake hin1 until 
he reached l3owen. The :Minister for \Vorks 
must be a sm:1rt man to " lick " " deputation 
who are anxious to secure a railway in the 
di,strict, as the Bow0n people are, and justly "'· 
Then he went further than that, and tulcl 
us that there \V~ts no goud land on the 
Burdeldn. 'That was news to me, because I lmve 
he,;nl the hem. gentleman and his colleagues 
referring to the wonderful land,; up there 
thcct were obtained at such an insufficient price. 
I hccve never seen better bnd annvhere than I 
have seen upon the Burdekin. If this Govern
ment ha<! only left that land alone it would have 
been develope<l in a way that would have caused 
a smile to spread over the faces of bnsinc.<s mefl, 
nut only in Bowen but in Townsville. I will 
guarantee that there h; no finer land for sugar
growing than there is in the neighbourhood of 
Ayr, ccnd from there to the sea-coast. 

The YIIXISTER FOU WOltKS : They have 
all \Vater carriage. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\[ciL\VJL~ITH: The hon. 
gentle1nan is nothing if not inconbistent. I re
member how he commenced his political career. 
He mctde one speech, anrl that was upon "mil
way that was made where there was water car
riage. He was 1nacle a Great LiLeral bqcanse he 
aclvocated the r«ilway from Ipswich to Brisbccno. 
Tlutt wccs the only thing he ever did in those 
days. He stuck to the party tlmt wanted this 
milway when the great point against it was thcct 
Ipswich was in direct communication with the 
metropolis by water. Then how does that argu
ment strengthen the position of the hon. gent] e
rnan? The-re is nothing whatever in an argun1ent 
of that kind. The hun. gentleman has made up 
his mind on this matter~he does not ol>ject 
to the railway from Bowen to Haughton Gap 
in itself, but he is determiued~for private 
reasons~not to nllow that line to l>e con
structed, and he put on the Estimates for 
last. year a line from Bowen to the Coccl
fields. \Vhether those coalfields are west, north, 
or south, we never could get out of him, m1cl 
he has been m'er since ser.rching fm: them m1d 
putting telegmrns in the papers showing their 
success. Coal n1ight bo got up there, and if Hn 

there woulcl be some justification for pnttin;; 
this line on the Estimates last yectr, The fact, 
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however, is tlmt the hon. moml1er hns no inten
tion of 1n:1king the line frmu Bowdn to the Conl
fiel<b nny more than he h<ts of making the line 
frmu Bowen to llnH;..;·htou Urtp. l'he (Jllly Lhing· 
h" wished to do was to swell the .sum pnt down 
fot· the North, and to phce the amount for 
thi~ line on thP E-.:tiluatl-'-> ::;o that he 1night 
have the money to spend in the South. Tha.t 
is what he i:-:; doing. ~l"'he n1oncy has 
already been borrowe l for the Hauh'hton 
Gap line and has been spent nr is being· 
spent in smne other way. The hnn. 1Tie1nber 
for Port Curtis or Rmne other hon. lll8lnber 
seemed to be unclel' the impression that the mmwy 
W<l~ lying in the bank to the credit of that line, 
but it i:-> not; it ha~ gone to sou1e other pnrt of 
the colony. I think the action all through with 
regard to this r"'ilway is discreclit<tblo to the 
Government, rmrl I hdiovo they will find tlmt it 
will he subversive of our Cl'eelit. If we borrow 
ntone,y on tho credit of having thoroughly ntade 
np onr rnincl:-5 w}mt pnblic works we r:Lre to carry 
out, nnd then npply the nwney in nnother \Yay, 
what will c:<pitalists think of us? This line is 
one of the public works tlmt wo had made up 
onr rnind.s to CLtrrv ouL It was tli~cussed <lll(l 
ilp]<roved of by every meml<er on thi,. side of 
the House. The lwn. member might s::ty that we 
lJas~ed those E~tiin<:tte-l in the tialll8 nwnner aN 

the E.-Jtinuttes of the ten-rnillionloau \Vere p~t:-:.~etl; 
hut we did nothing of the kiml. I remember tlmt 
the hon. member for l'mt Cmtis objected to this 
line, n,nd he WfLB the only one \vho dic1 ohj('ct to 
it. ~eho Prernier :tnd every onA; on his ~i(le of 
the Hou ,e suppm-ted it, ant! the ~Iinister for 
\Vorks was prG!->ent and s;-ticl nothing a,gnin,;:;t it. 
Tq show thnt thi.-; line was nniYer~ally <J..Plll'O\"e(l 
hy that side of the Honse, I would point out that 
tlw milw>ty that passed the committee pl'evious 
to the Bowen line wai> thorou·,·hly discm,sed; tlmt 
was the S1Jring"ure line, which the J\Iinister for 
Lands has described "'s a swindle. It w<ts 
rliscussed by the Premier and the l.Iinister 
for \Vorks, and the H>mghton (hp line wn·. the 
next one prtssed by the committee. \V ell now, 
the Spring~,uro line ha,s been vroreedt'(l with by 
tl~e G-overnn1ent, in order to got a seat for the 
i\lini,ter for L<tnds. The contract lms been let, 
ancl the line is now in course of constrnction. 
Ynt mwther line, of which thev lmve approved, 
is passed by on the fiat of the ~Minister for \Vorks. 
Ho says it shall not be built. 

The MINISTER :FOR \Y01U(S : You are 
C[nite right. 

The Hox. Sm T. ~1ciL \VRAI'l'H : I know 
perfectly well that the Minister fnr \Yorks is 
stupid and obstin,te enough for "'nything-. I 
thoroughly believe the hon. gentlernan \Vill never 
make the line as long as he is in office, and that it 
would he better for the country o.nd perh,ps for 
his pnrty if he were not there long. 

The MINIS TEll :E'OH WORKS: I will not 
take a le"'f out of your book. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWUAITH: It would 
boa great deal better for the hrm. gentleman if he 
had the good sen'e to read the text of it and make 
the application. The hem. member for :Fassifern, 
in speaking on this C[Uestion, intimated that if 
the rnatter was not l't~"b·arded a:'i a very Nel'ious 
one by the Government ,md "'" one that woul<l 
jeopardise their position, he would like to 
snpport the motion of the hem. member for 
Bowen. Snch a pitiful w"'il "'s that ought, I 
think, to receive sorno Hort of consideration fron1 
the Government. I know the Premier will giYe 
W[LY for once-1 could not stand it myst~lf-nnd 
let the hon. member dn "'" he likes. I could 
see the colleflgue of the Premier wince 
when the hem. member for l'a:,,ifcrn applied 
the doctrine of the Bowen and H,tnghton 
Gap Rllilw<ty to tho Cooktown Railw,y, and 

bow evidently mmoyed he was o.s he thought, 
"Here is one of onr principal supporters a.ctnn.lly 
sa.~'ing that it is a, great rnistake to go on with 
the Cooktown and :<\Iaytown ltaihnty." I haYe 
no clonl>t this will be remembered by the Opposi
tion, and th"'t they will have it made known in 
big letters all over the Cook district at the next 
election. lt is perfectly "'ell known tlmt the 
n1eu1ber for ]i'assifern does express whateYcr 
common sens0 there i.,; on the other side of the 
HouHo. 

Mr. SHERIDAN s"'id: lVIl'. Spcaker,-Beforc 
thi:::: discussion closes, I wish to Hay one or two 
words. The hon. rnen1ber for Bowen, in the 
very able .speech he 1nade in introducing this 
rnotiou, entnnerate(l a gren,t ntunber of rail wayR, 
mu! amongst others he spoke of the J\Iaryboroagh 
and t: rangan lla.il \\'ay. I nierely \V ish to ob~erve 
that tlutt line i:.; entirely a private nnderta.ldng, 
o.nd in no way whatever, either dil'ectly or 
iurlirectly, c.1n it be brought to bear on the 
l·mbject at present under discus~ion. 

The 1\IINISTER FOll LANDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) se~id : :Mr. Spenker,-The hrm. gentle
men on the other ,ide of the House who have 
advocated this J3o','.'en Railwav have never 
attempted to ~,how or venture to e~xpress a belief 
tlmt it will be n pnyiug line in time, or, at e~ll 
events, within "' reasonable time. There has 
been no >tttempt to show that. Upon what 
principle has the appeal~-this ad miserico?'lha;n 
appeal on behalf of the people of Bowen being 
made to the House that this line should bo 
started-been gmunded? \Vhy, th"'t it is nece;;
sar,y in order to pn>"'erve the town front ext~nc
tion, And whv is .it in Huch a condition? Bo
c;tn.-~e it has n~J ba.ck country worth anything, 
and tho people lmve only· the Uuvermnent 
e"'\pellclittne to live on! It i::-> for no other l;ur
pose than for that one thing th"'t the construe· 
tiun of this line is desired. \Vhether a milway 
should be carried out simply for the purpose 
of keeping the town alive is, I thiuk, a c:tneR
tion which this House 1night \>eriously con
sider. The hon. meu1ber for ::Uulgr"'ve has com
)Xtl'ed this Bowen line with the Springsure 
ltailway. But they are not pamllel cases. 
One is a feeder of a gre:tt trunk line carried to a 
small centre of population and into a l'ich dis
trict, but the other does not appear to go any
where at all. It will simply go along the 
coast line for the purpose, at some future time, 
of connecting the whole of the coast towns by 
raihY[LV from Bri.sbrtne to the North. But if 
tlmt i.s· an object it is desimble to attain, what 
is the u ,e of commencing at the further en cl before 
we c<mmlence fit this end? It would be perfectly 
n.seles.s ; and if th"'t line is to be of Yalue it c<tn be 
carried_ on and extended gradually frorr1 the point 
of cmnn1encernent in Bri.sbane. The line asked for 
'dll be of no vractical Yalue either to the people 
in th>tt district or to the country generally. 
The hon. n1mnl1er for Fat:::~sifern, in expressing his 
doubts as to the way in which he would vote 
upon this question, referred to the Cooktown line, 
"'nd said he believed it was a valueless one in>ts· 
much as it has never paid anything at all ; but 
surely it can be no re:cson why, because one 
line of that kind has been started, th"'t 
system should be extended by building a line 
to rt place which nobody can tell "'nytbing 
flbout. But I do not say that the Cooktown line 
is in the Rarne position. It certainly goes back 
to a, place where there are large diggings and 
where a nutnber of diggers :treat work, and where 
there may be still much prosperity achieved 
fron1 digging pnrHnits, though I understand 
that at present they are not in a very hopeful 
position. The member for Townsville, in 
speaking of the chamcter of the lands through 
which this line would pass, sn.id it wa,s n, 
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matter of no consideration whether the land 
through which the line was carried was in the 
hands of the Government or of privttte indivi
duals. I AAY it is a matter of very material 
consideration to the country generally. In the 
one case the construction of the line would 
enhance the value of the land for the people 
of the country generally, and in the other 
it would enhance the value of the land 
for a few )Jrivate individuals. I do not say 
that is a reason why the line should not 
be built, but it will be a better reason 
for the construction of the line if it enhances 
the value of the lane\,; fot· the State generally. 
The objection raised by the Minister for ·works 
that this line, if constructed, will compete with a 
line already in existence, appears to me to be 
unanswerable. The only object the )Jeople of 
Bowen appear to have in view-and there can 
only be that one object-is that they wish to 
compete with Townsville for the trade of the 
western country. \Vhether they will succeed or 
not is a matter of question, but I maintain that 
the attempt to do it is absolute folly. The hon. 
member for Towncsville also said it would com
]Jete with the steamer traffic. I do not con,ider 
that a good argument. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN": I never 
used such an argurnent. 

The MINISTER :FOR LAN"DS: I under
stood the hon. gentleman to use that as an argu
ment to justify the construction of that lim·, 

Mr. NORTON: Your own colleague used that 
n.rgun1ent. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon. 
member is Cjnite wrong there. He did nothing of 
the kind. I think he referred to it as an argu
ment used by the hem. member for Bowen, 
pointing out that it wa~ an argurnent that 
could not be maintained seriously for a nwment. 
In his estimate of the Cjuality of the land through 
which this line would pass I think the Minister 
for vVorks was pretty correct. Ie'rom ttll the 
information I have been able to gather from land 
commissioners and Crown lands mngers the land 
would appear to be pretty much of the character 
he has stated. There is valuable land in narrow 
strips along the river, and the only place where 
there is any quantity of good land is at Inker
mann. A great deal of the land there is very good 
land indeed ; but the majority of the land 
through which the line passes is very poor country, 
somewhat similar to the country on the :b'itzroy
a poor cold clay. The land about Inkermann is 
as good as any land in the colony, but we know 
that it is already in the hands of private people, 
and it would not be nearly as advantageous to 
build the rail way under these circumstances as 
if the land at Inkermann was in the hands of the 
Government. I only hope that the House will 
express by their vote their dissent from any 
such proposition as this. 

'fhe PREMIER said : I rise, sir, to make 
an explanation. I stated that there were two 
plans laid on the table of the House in con
nection with the railway, but, since I have 
heard what the hon. member for Mnlgrave has 
said, I have inquired and find I made a mistake. 
I was misled by the book of reference which 
refers to an alternative route. As I made the 
mistake, I think it right to take this opportunity 
of correcting it. 

Mr. CHUBB, in reply, said: It is Cjuite 
evident, after the remarks of the Premier, and 
especially of the hon. gentleman at the head of 
the vVorks Department, that this motion, if put 
to a division, will be treated as a party one. I 
~ee the thing· so plainly that I do not intend 
to be so unwise as to push matters to that 
extremity. My intention, therefore, is to with
draw the motion, but before doing so I 

wish to refer to one or two remarks made 
by speakers on the other ;;ide of the House. The 
JHinister for Lands is quite incorrect in th~ 
rernarks he rnacle in reference to the ar~urnent~ 
used on this side of the House, In the first 
place, I never laid it clown at all that a mil way 
from Bowen towards 'rownsville wonlcl be al>le 
to compete with the steamer traffic. \Vlmt I 
did say was, tlmt the lYiinister for \Vorks nseel as 
an a,l~gunlent against the nw .. king of that raihnty 
that the people of Bowen had water comrrmnica
tion already with Townsville, and it was therefore 
absurd that they should ask for railway communi
cation, and on t"hat I asked whether that wa" con
sistent with his advocating the building of a line 
frorn Brisbane to Gyn1pie, where water conununi
cation could also be made use of. I said that his 
argmLent on that point was unsound ami conld 
have no effect. I wns rather surprised to hear 
the hon. the Minister for Lands speak in reference 
to the Springsure Hail way as he did just now. 
'l'his is the first time that hem. gentleman has 
justified his action in that matter. If the hon. 
gentleman has been correctly reported in the Press, 
he described tlmt rail way as a "gross political 
job." I said, and I repeat, that if the Minister 
for Lands was correctly reported by the public 
PreBs when he went before his constituents 
to ask then1 for a sea,t in the House, he Rtignla
ti::;ed the Springsure llailway as a gross political 
jJb and said he would oppose it. vVhen he 
we;1t back for re-election, as :Minister for 
Lands, he said he would supjJOrt the railway 
being made on two grounds-first, that because it 
had been approved by the Honse people had been 
induced to speculate in land in that neighhmn'
hood; and, secondly, that when the House had 
approved of a vmrk it was only just that it should 
be carried out. I am surprised at the hon. gentle
man havin" the hardihood to stand here to
day and oJ~'ose the railway I mn asking for 
when he acted in such a way with regard to 
the Springs11re Rail·way. The hon. gentle1nan also 
said that this was a railw[cy a great )Xtrt of which 
would go through privat.e property, and t~at it 
waR not right to n:utke railwfLys through pnvate 
property. llut the ::-lpringsure line goes nearly 
every inch of the way through private property, 
and so do many of the lines that were 
approved last seosion. Again, that hon. gentle
man said ic was not right to build a railway 
which would compete with a railway already 
in existence. I have already pointed out, 
and I will point out again, that a line 
by way of Ayr would not ?01~1pete with ~he 
line to Charters Towers, for 1t rs a coast lme 
connecting l3owen with Townsville. Then the 
Minister for Lands said the leader of the Oppo
sition had contrasted the Spring-sure Tiailway 
with the railway from Bowen to Haughton Gap. 
But that hon. gentleman did nothing of the 
kind. \Vhat he did contrast was, the conduct 
of the Government with regard to the ::-lpring
sure Tiailway, and their conduct with regard 
to this rail,ay-carrying out one work 
which they had voted against but .which 
was sanctioned by the House, and refusmg to 
carry out another to which they assented, or at 
least did not oppose in any way, and which was 
also sanctioned by the House. I was much 
ob!i.red to the hon. member for Fassiforn for the 
amo~nt of sympathy he showed in this matter. 
That hon. gentleman said in pbin words that 
he would vote for my motion were it not 
that he thought the position of the Govern
ment might be jeopardised. In other words,. he 
was prepared to vote for justice to the constttn
ency that I repres~nt, were it not that it mig·ht 
damage the Government. I believe I have the 
sympathy of a good many more hrm. memberH on 
that side whose mouths are cloeed in consewwnce 
of this matter having been made a party fjuestion, 
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As 1 see no ch::mco wlmtever of being :tbleto carry 
it <tt the present time, I ask leave of the House 
to withdraw the motion. 

J\Iotion withdrawn accordingly. 

::lmSSAGE FROT\1 LEGISL_\.TIVJi~ 

COUXCIL. 
The Sl' EA KER informed the House that he 

hacl rccch·ed a 1ness(tge frmn the LegiRlative 
Council, returning the l\Iarsupials Dec;truction 
Act Continuation Bill with an amenclmeut, to 
which they rerjnested the concurrence of the 
Legislative As'Gembly. 

On the motion of the l'RE'.\.IIEU, the message 
was ordered to be taken into consideration on 
Tuesday next. 

l' ACIFIC ISLA~DEUS E~IPLOYJmS COM
PEKS~\.TION BILL-COKSIDJ£IL\.TION 
OF COU::'\CIL'S AMEKD:JIE~T. 

On the motion of the PRE:JIIER, the Speaker 
left the clmir, and the House went into Com
mittee of the \Vhole to con;,ider the Legislatiye 
Council's amendment in thb Bill. 

The ]'HE:YIIER said the only amendment 
nmde by the Council was the insertion of the 
word,; "except as hereinafter provided" in the Gth 
clause. It might be suggested that some of the 
danw.ges contenlvlated in the 3rd para£Tttph of 
that clause were to some extent of a prospective 
character, as they would rehtte to the whole 
period during which the labourers would h:we 
remained in the senice of the employers. The 
amendment appeared to cnntemplate a subse
quent modification of some principle in the Bill, 
but :ts no such modification appeared he saw no 
objection to the an1enchnent bein~ agrend to. 
He moved tlmt the Legi;;btive Council's ameml
rnent be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of the PRE:\ITEU, the CHAIR
l\IA~ left the chctir, and reporte<l the resolution 
to the House; the report wao adopted, ttnd tt 
1ne-.;::,a~e ordered to he tran:-nnittCll to the LegiH
lative Council intim<eting that the House lwd 
agreed to their amendment. 

ADDITION .U, J\IK:\IBERS BILL-I,EGI8-
h\.TI\~E COUKCIL'tl AMKNDJ\ll£:c\TS. 

Un the motion of the P llE:JUEg, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the Honse went into Cum· 
mittce to consider the amendments of the 
Legiolati vc Council in this Bill. 

The I'RE:JIIElt said the Bill was introduced 
by the Government at the earliest clay of the 
:c0ssion with the object of cn:tbling the elections 
to take ]Jlace as soon as possible, and it pac;sed 
through tktt Hmme without any ctmcndment. It 
provided that for the [>urpose of getting electoral 
roll' for the now electorates the e•cisting rolls 
slwnl<l be taken, :tnd the names should be divi1led 
according- to the situation of the place where 
the qnalificati,m arooe. It mig·ht of course 
h:tppon tlmt in a few cases, 'where people 
were ju;;t on the border of two districts, 
they might be entitled, from different quali· 
fica.tinnt::, to <:t vote in each district. It \Y:.ts 

not thonght desirttble to delay the elec
tionc; for the purpose of emtbling entinely fresh 
rolls to he compiled, aml therefore the provisions 
lw had mentioned were allopted. The Legisbtive 
Council, for the JHlr)JI"e of benefiting those few 
people-there cert,tinlv would be very few-had 
proposecl ~ sche1ne which wr>nlc_l rt,llow over :i)OOO 
people in t.tch in~tance to daiu1 to be put on the 
roll,;, and which provided fur no steps whatever 
being taken to check the IJunn .!ides of those 
claims. He w'ts not prepared to ask the Cmu
mittee to ao;ree to any scheme of that kind -a 

scheme so crnde that it could not commend itself 
to any hon. member. He did not see th>1t any 
injuoticc would be done to anyone by the Bill as 
it stood ; and he thought it would he a pity to 
delay the elections for the purpose of providing 
for the few persons who would be affected by 
the amendment. 'fhe scheme proposed by the 
Legislative Council "·as-

" Any rLgistcred voter who, at the time of the passing 
of this Act, is posl'c~~ed of (1nalifk:ttions as a voter in 
both divisions of' eHhcr of the divided electorates may, 
at any time prior to the holding of the 1i.rst rcvi~wn 
court for sneh clrdora1 district, lodge a claim to be 
lllaccd on the electoral list of the new cleetoral district 
for whieh he is not alrca(1y registered as an elector, 
ancl such application ~hall be reecived by the clerJ( of 
petty ~cssions for the district and entered in the SUIJllle
mentary list aforesaid." 
That claim would be dealt with, without any 
provision being made for publishing lists of those 
persons, or for objections being· made to them. 
None of the precautions that were ordinarily 
taken would be adopted to prevent the stuffing 
of the electoral rolls. In fact it would be roll
;;tuffing made easy. If it was intended to allow 
additional claims to be added, then the ordinary 
pro,·isions should he adopted for publishing the 
lists, and for objections being made and deter
mined in the ordinary way; and while that was 
going on provisions should also be n1ade to allow 
other claims by persons not now on the roll to 
come in, of which he believed there were a great 
many in each electoral district. Under those 
circumstances he moved thnt the amendments of 
the Legislative Council be disagreed to, and the 
reasons he proposed to offer were these :-

.Because theY would allow of the addition of names on 
the electoral i·olls, \vithont any provision for the prc
vcntion·or detection of false or unfounded claims. 

llceause it i::; not ct.m:;ir~tble that claims to be inserted 
on an elf\%otoral roll should be allo\\rcd, without the 
names: of the claimants being publicly notified, and 
full opportunity being given for lodging objections to 
such claim~ as may be unfounded. 

Because the small number of persons who wonld 
reallY be entitled to ha ye their name.':' inserted in both 
roll:.;; doe~ not warrant the delay in bringing: the Act 
into 0]1Cration. which wonld he nece~sarily cau..;ed by a 
proper ~ehf.'me of dealing with 118\l" claims. 

The Hox. Sm T. MclLWRAITH said he 
did not under,tand the argument of the hon. the 
Premier upon the point that had been raised. 
The hon. gentleman stated that the amendment 
proposed by the other Chamber might have the 
effect of adtling 3,000 people to the roll. He did 
not think that was the intention, nor did he 
think it would be t110 effect. \Vhat was aimed 
at was, to put the electoral rolls of the two 
subdivided districts of Townsville-namely, the 
district of Townsville aml the proposed district 
of l\fnsgmve-into the same position, so far as 
the electoral rolb were concerned, as they would 
have been had the district been subdivitled a 
year ago in the way that the Bill now pro· 
posed to sul>didde it. That was, that if certain 
people, fol' insta,nce, resident in Towns~ 
ville, were on the Townsville roll according 
to the present Act, on account of the residence 
qualification, at the same time they might be 
quite entitled to be on the new proposed lVIus
grave roll on account of property qualification. 
He woultl point out that if the division lmd 
taken place a year ago those people would have 
been on the roll, and why should they he left off 
it? As a matter of fact, they would be put on 
the roll as soon as the usual courts were held by 
which they would he enabled to do so. He 
did not think th:tt the smallness of the 
number of people affected the argument at all. 
They wanted to get the rolls mncle up both for 
the Townsvillc 'tnd the l\Iusgrave electorates, so 
th:tt the people who were actually entitled to 
mte should have votes for those districto. The 
hon. gentleman muot see at once that if they 
were divided according to the system tlmt he 
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proposed it would nece:,;sarily confine a certain 
nuntber of rnen to one vote in one district, 
whereas, if the Bill had been pas.oecl pm
viously, they would ha.ve been entitled to two. 
\Vhy depriYc those men of their votes? He 
thought it was only fair that a man should have 
his vote, and no single ar6·ntnent could be used 
against it. There rnight be sornething in the 
a.rgmnents that the elections would be deferred 
by adopting the mncnclmcnt, lJut he did not 
think delay necessary at all. \Vhy should tlw.se 
who were now on the rolls not be "'llowed tn 
renw.in on for both places, "'ml why should the 
court say, ·'You must vote for Townsville "'lone 
dnring this election," \Yhereas had the electorates 
been established "' few months ago "' 1mm would 
have been entitled to vote for both electorates? 
They would certainly be doing an injustice if 
son1e such mnendrnent was not accepted, becmu;o 
they would be depriving men of "' right that 
they certainly h:tcl before the roll was divided. 
They had a right to vote for a member fm the 
whole district as it w'ts now constituted, m1cl the 
J-[ouse \Vas no\v taJd11g· a\Yay a portion of that 
right, and saying, "You will vote for Townsville 
or j..f u~grave alone,') n;.; the casr ruig-ht be. \Vhy 
:c;honld a revbion court not he authori~ed to giv-e 
a right that a nmuber of elector,; actunlly held 
"'t the present time ? 

The PRKlviiER snid he mts nfraid the hon. 
gentleman had not done him thg honour of 
llstening to his argurnents. The e.-we of 'fown~
ville was the only one worth consideration, 
because very few electors of J'>Iitche ll would be 
pbcecl in the po,;ition of being depriv eel of 
their rights. Bnt there were a few people 
who had property in ::\Jusgrave and lived 
in Townsville, or ~·ice vcr:;(l. _.,\.t the present 
time those electors had one vote. By the Eill 
they would have thr.ee; hnt there were a few vYho 
would only get t\VO. Now, for the sake of giving 
evm·y man his three votes, was it wmth while 
delaying the election? .1\ great deal nlight be 
::;a.icl in favour of doing so, bnt hi~ ::trguuwnt, be 
thougl1t, was mHmswemble, and that "'"'' tlut if 
they allowed people to make claim,; tu be put 
upon the eler:tontl roll,s they ntutJt ~1l;-;o allow their 
claims to be objected to in the ordinary way. 
As the clause stoJd now with the amemlment, 
every one of the electoro of Towni:::iville noiY on the 
roll--smne 3,500 in nun1ber--1night 111ake a clain1 
to he put upon both rolls. A great many ha cl no 
such right; but a.lll)Cr::;ons rnight cJain1, and there 
\Voulcl be no Ol)portnni ty of in ve~tiga,ting or 
checking the clainl8. i\ person would siutply 
cmue forward, put in a. cb.ilu, ttnLl hi . .., nauw ·would 
be put upon the roll, with no p·oyi,,ion for 
objecting, no publication of theliilt, and no check 
of any kind whatever. There was no we~y 
of finding out whether a man had any 
qmtlifica.tion, because he might put in his 
cla.inl up to the ln~t nwmeut the court sat. 
A more aclmirable scheme for stntling rolls he 
ha,] never heard of. If the mnendment was to 
be adopted the elections must simply wait until 
proper listi:::i were ruac_le out a.nd pro1 '"~r objection·~ 
sent in. Claims must Le in, the lists mnst be 
publiHhed, provision llln:-:t be nu1.,cle fnr objec
tions, the court nmst deal with th10 nhjecti,ns, 
and, finally, there must be the compilation of tlv! 
rolls. Now, if that was de,ired let it be undcr
otoorl that the electiono were to be put off until 
tbe cmnpiling of the annual roll:) in Decmnber or 
,January, and while they were doing tlmt they 
1n1u.;t al~o give those per"lons who \Vere not on the 
rolls at the pn~sent time an opportunity of 
getting their urunet-l on. \Vhy ;-;honld per::;pns 
who \Vere not on the rolls at the lH'eseut tirur· ll'lt 
ha,ve as gmlll an opportn11ity nf gettiug ou theut as 
tlHlBe por:-;on:-; \Vhu':lo na.n1es vYoulJ be on one roll 
an(l11ot on the other'! The sy-:ltmn prt~pmH\(l wn:-; 
eutirely defective-defectiYe becauoe it clid not 

jll'oYide ag"inot framl-clefecti1 e becmmo it dealt 
with an extremely limited chess of persons. The 
Committee really Jm,l to consider between adopt
ing the a.u1enchneut with a ~;T8at nur11ber of con
sequential arnendnJCnt:-; and con~e{111011t delay in 
the election:-;, or :;ulopting the Bill a . ..; it pu···~ed that 
ChamlJer. He nuclerstoo<l that the general wish 
of the constituencies and the Hou,;e was tkct 
the Bill should come into operation at once, bnt 
if the amemlmeHt \\·ere c;crried it certainly coulcl 
do nu "uch thing. 

The Ho~. Sm T. l\IuiL WR"\ITH sai'l the 
\Yhole of the argunlCnt of the hon. n1e1nbcr wns 
directed towards the phr,l'eology u.,ed in the 
alllendment. He had not the Hlightest doubt 
that it was not intended that a simple applieatiun 
shonlcl have the effect of getting a name on either 
roll. Th' :tmendment reacl--

,, Any rcgi, tercel voter \Yho. at U1c time of the pat';.;iug 
of tlli:'. ~\._et. i~ JH)~~cs~ed of (1Uali.licatimls as a voter ln 
both {liYi~ion:-; of ctthcr of tlln rlividc'l electorates rnny, 
a1 time to the holrling of tltc lln;t rcYit'iou 

electoral (li.:<t 'ict. locl;..;e a claim to lJC 
dc·toralli::.t of the now clcetoral distrit-t 

'iYllieh lw not already rcgi:-::tcr.·d a:-o. an elector, and 
sneh application shall be ruceiY .·d lJy the clerk ot l'"~tty 
~e::::-~ions for tliC dbtrict and cntcn:ll in the suppkmcn
tary lit't aforesaid." 

Of collrF:e, there \\~ould have to be f;olne way of 
prov-iug the qualifica:Lion, and it ought to llc 
proved by the revioion court. A court ought to 
be appointed who•'e dut:v it would be to check 
the application.--, but that rmg·ht not to involve 
rmy conoiderahie delay. Personally, he thonght 
the elections ought to be conduded ns ne,uly as 
possible on the rolls as they existed. If they oepa
rated the roll,,, a,, prov-ided for by the Eill tlmt had 
P"""ed that Chcnnhm·, tlu y woulJ Le dcprivin~
certain Yotcr..-; iu the TuwnHville electorate of 
their right to vote in l\In~ STaYe, and Ti,·e TC1'~;t1, 
They would hav-e in the sepamtecl rolls two 'lis
tinct roll:-;, and althongh the ~a1ne na.tneH woulcl 
rrppear they would depriYe cert,in electors of a 
portion of their f}Ualific::1tion. That '\a..; nu 
i11jn~tice that 011ght to Le ren1edied, aud, in fact, 
wonl<l Le remedied in time- when the next 
anunal revi...:ion took place. l-le thought the 
amencbnent ''a:-> o1mn to the objection nutde Ly 
the .Pretuier-that the ftlJlJlica.tion was oiJly to be 
Utat.le to the cled.:: of petty l'!t "''~ionf:.. Tha.t ought 
to be <"tineHdecl, and tbe nmne~ ong-ht to r;o on the 
,;upplemenbry mll until after it pa"Aed the revi
sion court. ] le thought the court ought to be 
al,)e to adjll(licate vYitbontg•lillf;'throngh the nsnal 
routine of ro~pq..,ing the nmues in order tha,t 
ohjectionf5 JHight be lllatle. },or in:-;tanuc, a n1an 
in Town.~ ville having a. property qualification for 
~Iu:-:;grave should be pnt on the l\1u:::;grave roll on 
vroving his qnn.Iifics.tion, and -cice Ter.'·(!. The 
effect then would be that the new rolls would 
bil'ly represent the l''hition of the mll in 
existence at the preeent time, but the :;ubdivision 
of the names wouhlnot, l1ecause it would de] >riv·c 
men who ha,! a right to vote in both electumtc., 
of the pridlege ,)f voting in 1nore than the one. 

The l'lm1\IIER said that injnstic·c wonl'l be 
done in a fe\v cast;:-;, but he di{luot '"nppo:-::e thon.~ 
wem fifty alto~·ether, aml l""··<ibly there were 
lll:-t..rr,T les·- than that nn111hel'. lf the :-'chcuw pro
posecl by the alllendment were acloptml it should 
be with pl'opDr supcrvi:-;iou, becaul:le at lea~t a.s 
lUnch ea, re ~b<mld be taken in rl,gard to the C(Jlril Jilu
tiou of the clcct<n·alrull, with a view tu an immedi
ate electiun, as wheu chtillltl \Vere 1nade without 
a ·dew to an iunncdi:-Lte election. ?:\ ew roll::; 
couhlnot be cumpletecl before Xovember at the 
earlie~t, ,;uld it \YaA a (llle:::itiou lJetv.recn gettiHg 
pm·fect mlls :m<l waiting till that tiu1c, or hold
ing ductim1~ wHler the exi~ti11g 1·olls. Tf tho 
Uovcnuwmt h<ul proposell an clalJdl'ate :-;cheme 
for the C(llllpi1<ltion of complete roll:-:, they rnig·ht 
j U6tly have been cwcuc;ed u£ puttiug oH the election 
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for rtdditional members as long ll'' possible, 
but the GoYormnent brought in a Bill at the 
earlic,.t po,,,ilJle moment which would enable 
the election,.; to take place at the em1iest 
po''.;;ihle tin10. 

'rhe Ho:; .• T. ::\1. :\IACROSSAK said the 
whole thing could be done within the limit of 
subsection 1 of clause fi, "·hich provided that the 
t+,wcrmnent could notify the time, which mu,t 
not be lec<s than fourteen clays nor more than 
two months after the paosint;· of the Act, for hold
ing-the revision courts. It could all be done within 
two months, and if hon. gentlemen woulll tnrn 
to subscdion (fl) they would fiml lll"OYision was 
made for objections being taken. And why 
could they not be taken to the supplement'''Y 
list as well as to the other? 

The l'HEI\HEH : Because there is no pro
vision for anything of that kind. 

The HoN. ;r. :M. ::\1i\ClWSS""N: 'There is 
the s::nne. l'rovi~:don. 

'l'he I'ltE::'IIIER: No. That snpl•lemenbry 
list \ncs published last July. 

The Ho~ .• J. J\I. 1\IACHOSSAN said the 
subs•lction to which he alluded providml that a 
court ~honlcl inquire into and adjudieate lllJOll 

:1ll objections duly made to per"ms whose 
lHl!tne~ wm·e on the quarterly and Knpple~ 
mcnbry li:;ts, ancl shouhl expunge the names 
if "ny objection was substantiated. How 
was tlmt objection to get before the court, 
if :t similrtr objection to the supplementary li,st 
eould not get before it in the ~;_nne way ? J-Te 
wa~ prepare{] to adrnit that son1e prec.:antion:-:; 
vnmld have to be taken against n:-trne:::; ;_tppearing 
upon the supplementary list which slwuld not be 
there; at the s:nuc time they ;;hould provitlc 
ttgainr;t injn~tice 1eing (1one to nny pen:;on. That 
remark applied to J\litchell ''" well as to the 
Town~ville electorate. In either cctsc there 
were a_ good few people who had a right 
to vote m both electomtcs. As to the delay, he 
thou~·ht it sc;•rcely likely, unleos the elections 
were indecently hurried, that the member for 
:\ litchell wonhl take his scat by the end of the 
:-:t'~""ion, nnless it \YaR going to be protntch'l1. 
N eithet' di<l he see how the member for :\[uHgrave 
could take his seat within that time, though it 
wa.~ lJOStii~Jlu the rnerulJer for '1\nvn::will(~ rnig·ht 
clo KO. }lusgr:1Ye, J\..[itchell, and Barcoo nnu;t 
h;ovc a longer period between the clayH of 
rwruinaJtion a,n(l election than To\vnsville, and if 
they allowed only half the Jl8i'iod which was the 
limit in subsectionl-tlmtwnsone month instead 
of two--for the holtling of the cmu·t, "ml after 
that the Speakur b~ne<l hi~ \\Tit, and lletween the 
Lla,ys of 110111ination and election another nwnth 
ebpeed, tha,t would bring them to the ciHl of the 
sm;sion-at least he hopccl so, and he thoug·ht the 
Premier al!Cl the Colonial Trw"u-cr hoped so too. 
Therefore, as far as delay 'YtLs co~rcerned, the 
rtn1cnan1ent would only affect the n1erul)er for 
'l'ownsYille ; and thongh he shoulcllike to ha Ye a 
colleague, he should like him to represent all the 
1;oople of To\Ynsvillo. -<-\nd the thing could be 
clone without any more delay th.m he hat! stCLted. 

The rREJ\ITElt c<ai<l the NChcmo proposed by 
the Bill was that the new rolls slwuld he macle 
fr<>m the c_,i,sting roll ancl the qwtrterly list 
compiler! in ,T nly. Unclcr the J<;lcctural Holb "\et 
a list of claimants was matle np in July and 
rlcalt with h~· the l'evi,sion r •mrt. A period of 
three months w'.s ordinarily allowed to ehtp,,e 
between the time the nmnes were placed on the 
list and the time ;,t which ohj,•ctions were adjudi
cated upon, but the Dill1n·uvidecl thett tlw ,July 
li:-;t should be n:·:;rcl in Jnaldng np the roll fnr the 
new elections. AccordiiJg- to the ~chetne of the 
Lc~blntiYe Conucil, claiuu-; could be Ment in up to 
the day thu revi:ion court cmt. A supplementary 

list w:u; nwntioned, but there were no provisions 
for tuaking or publishing it or for a,llowing any~ 
one to see it. That was the alternati ,-e to the 
scheme proposed by the Government ; but the 
l•roper wrty would have been to allow " certrtin 
time after the pa88ing of the Act within which 
person; might send in their claims to be placed 
on the rolls for the new electorates; to provide 
for a court to dertl with those ch1ims; to make out 
li~h; to allow of objections being sent in; and 
to provide f,,r a court of revision which should 
make up the roll. That would haw been the 
proper \nty to make the rolls complete; but 
that \vtts not the ,cheme mlopted by the Govern
ment, and the reason why the Government 
took the existing rolls as the ba~i8 was silnply 
in order that the new members might take their 
seats during the present sc,sion. If the Com
mittee desired that delay should take place, the 
Go\ ernmeut would be perfectly s:ctisfied, because 
they had no burning desire for the tcs;;istance of 
the new members at present; but they did 
desire to give ttdditional repre.,entation to the 
electorates in C[Uestion as soon as possible. 

The HoN. J. l'II. J\L\.CRUSSAI\' said it was 
impoc,sible for the members for Jlarcoo, J\lit
chell, and :\1usgrave to take their seats much 
before the end of the ses~ion, no n1atter hnw it 
was worked. It was easy enough for the 
membm· for TownsYille to take his seat. The 
electorate wa' very smaJl and the claimants were 
known to the ju;;ticeo, who would adjudicate. 
They would all he property holders who woul<l 
be more or les,.; known to the justices. So that, 
he thought, an exception might be matle in the 
c'cse of To\YnsYille, at m1y mte. He hoped the 
hon. :;entleuutn would provide n. Hcheme \Vhich 
would allow Townsville to he representml befnre 
the end of the sc,don, and, rtt the smne time, 
prevent any unfrtir play with regard to the 
electoral rolk 

The VltKiiiER said it was merely a question 
of choice between two evils. If there was no 
olJjection to the election being put off for a few 
1nonths he would bring in an anwnchneut ]>ro~ 
vidin~ for a complete reYision of the list;;. lf it 
was desired that the election should take placB 
soon they could reject the amendment. 'l'he 
Governnwnt were indifferent in the rrmtter. 

'l'he Ho~. J . .M. J\L'I.CHOSS~"N: 'l'he only 
election that can take place is Townsville. 

The PRK:\IIEg said he was sorrv the hon. 
member fnr J\Iitchell wrts not present, bcmtuse 
he woul<llike to have Jre,ml wlmt thrtt hon. gentle
man lmd to ,,;ay. lf hon. g-entlemen would 
prefer thrtt the elections :,;)wuld be deferred until 
the mlls conld be compiled they could have it 
HO. But the Council\; an1end1nentH wouhl not 
be vvhat were wunted. The neceH:-Jary ainend
ments wonlcl cover about a page. Hon. gentle
men woultl now surely nnderstancl the po,;ition. 
It was simply a question of delay. 

'l'he Ho~. Srn T. j\IciLWltAITH said he 
rtclmittecl that it was simply a question of <leby. 
If a claimant wished to get on both rolls he 
ought to be olJligcd to give the sanw noticB as if he 
lHcd been a clainmnt for the firot time. But that 
was a perfectlY different case altogether. 'l'hey 
divided an elcct<>mte into two portions, and 
certrtin of the electors, if the electorate had been 
<lividecl, would hrtve been entitled to a vote in 
both. In dividing the electorate so rts to got the 
voting power for e~tch <li.3trict, according to the 
way in which the rnll hest left the revision court, 
it wa, clnr tlmt certain men upon tlr"t roll 
ou~ht tu h,we a vote for both and other' 
\mnl<l hrtve a n>te for oHly one. Thny could 
not certainly repre,,ent tlw old rollnpull the new 
oue, llnle:-;:-; they g·~tve :-5Ullle n1en a \'ote for 
both di;;triots. They W<mted tu pbce them in 
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exactly the same pooition '" if sep,.rate rolls hn,d 
been m:1de out for paeh rlistrict. He riid not see 
that it came in ill that they c;hould take in the 
claims of new men. They had all the claims 
in up to the last court, and lmd thus run the 
gauntlet of the exposure to public comment as to 
whether they were entitled to be put upon the 
roll or not. 'The only thing was, were they 
entitled to be put upon both ? The court 
referred to in clause 5 was quite competent to 
deal with that question. In addition to deciding 
which of the voters should be in Townsdlle and 
which in lVIusgrave, they wi'Hhed to giYe then1 ~ 
the privileg-e of 8rtying whether a certain nurulwr ! 

should not have a vote in both. The claimants 
who asked for a vote in both should state dis
tinct-ly what their claims were. They should sbte, 
for instance, that they had property in .Musgr:we 
and resided in Townsville. The court would 
then have two thin!J"s before it: it would ha1·e 
the elcctornl roll as it existed now, and it would 
hflve the claims of cmtain parties who claimed 
to represent both parts of the district. 
The same machinery thnt was provided for 
deciding which should be in Townsville and 
which in JYiuegrave coulrl be used to decide 
whether a person hfld a I'Ote for both. If it did 
not appear clear to the court, upon the applicn
tion originally sent in, whether the qualification 
a.p]Jeared in To\\ nHville or the ~Iusgrave rl.istrict, 
it C<Ylld call evidence in the same way tlmt it 
conld c::tll evidence to see whether'" claim::tnt had 
a right to have a vote in both ; so that he could 
not see that there was any occac<ion for the 
slightest delay. As the hon. gentleman had 
s;oid, there could only be a few men 
who would be affected ; but that did not 
aJfcct the argun1ent, because to do an in~ 
justice to fifty voters was to do an injustice to 
the whole colony. :Fifty votcn; might tnrn an 
election. But, at all events, it was an injustice; 
am! the object of the amendment w,:ts to pnt the 
new rolls upon eo.:actly the same basie as the old 
ones. He found tlmt there was '" fault in the 
machinery- they had not prrn·ided that the 
supplementary lists should be mrccle up ]Jy the 
clerk of petty "esoions. But there was no neerl 
for it. They had tLll run the gmmtlet of the 
revision court and proved their cases. 

The PEEJ\.ILER: ·without :my objection? 

The Hox. Sm T. J\.IciLWHAITH asked 
what objection was wanted? They simply sent 
in a claim and the court adjudicated upon the 
evidence brought before it. 

The PREMIER sai<l that was mther too 
risky. They never allowed a man to make a 
claim without anybody being there to see tht1t it 
'vas 1Jo1u2 .tide He wati not going to nsk the 
Committee to do it. The hon. gentleman 
said it only applied to per'.sons already upon 
the roll. Every one upon the roll- 3,GOO 
persons-coulrl send in claimc, If they \\ere 
'"ll honest there would ]Je nothing in it ; 
but when they were dealing with co1npiling 
electoml rolb they had to dmtl with persons who 
were not honest, and when there were 3,:300 
rmmes that might he made use of for the Jllll']JO.se ; 
of making fictitious claims they shoulcl he careful. ' 
He was disvosed to think, upon the whole, 
as the hon. member for TownH~ille ,,eemocl tu 
think, that if there would be no practical loss by 
the delay ctmsed by waiting to compile complete 
rolls they might a,~ well be complete while they 
were at it. 

The J\.IIJ'\IST:ER !<'OR LANDS said it would 
be an injustice to the district of :\[itchell, which 
wao not affecterl at all by the contention of the 
hon. gentleuuLn opposite. There were YBl'Y few 
per~ons there whose natnes were upon the roll 
who were not continually resiclcnt in the llmcoo 

district iholf. Conserfnontly, they would mnch 
rather have a member there to represent them 
before the clooe of the session than to miss the 
opportunity of having aJJitional repre1-1entation, 
which would inevitably be the casr: if the propo
sition m:ccle by the other si<le were ac;reed to. 
It would disfranchise the Btcrcoo clur·ing the 
]Jrec;;;ent <:e~sion. 

'fhe COLOJ'\L\L TICEASUIU<;R said he 
w'"' iuclinerl to think that it was d!'sirable to 
adhere to the Bill as originally passed by that 
Honse, with the view of getting all the 
addition;ol districts represente,l as early as 
l"'"ible. It was better to afford them that 
ad\ anta.ge, eYeu nt the risk of debatring a few 
electors 'of the colony frorn ha,ving tile privilege 
of a double vote-that was to s;oy, if they had 
rpralification:< iu the second district which was 
now to he taken out of the Towusvillo elector-ate, 
aml had the rig-ht to exorci,;e a vote for tlmt 
second elec;torate. \V ell, he did not agree with 
the hon. gentlem;on at all on th;ot poin~. He 
thought tho'•,e electors hD.d no Inoi·e nght to 
a double vote-indeed not half as much
as the men who happened by accident not to 
be on the roll at lhe present" time but resided 
in the district, ancl were directly interested in 
the return of the representative. The men wbo 
wore on the roll of the Townsvillc electorate h:cd 
no rig·ht to have conferred npon tbem a double 
voting power, while at the st:trne tirne 1nen 
reRidiug in the 1Iulgrn,ve electorate were to lJe 
debarred fr01n having the right of electing their 
representative. lfe thought a great deal \va1:; to 
be :<>tiel for those men who were not on the r-oll 
at the prc,ent time, but who ought to ha1·e a 
vote. Therefore, he \ICeS of opinion that if it 
was noees:-:<'-try to gi ':e the prE""ent electorl:l 
of the Tmvus,·ille electorate a double vote, it 
was equally necessar:--· to allow those 11wn 
who resided in the }[us;.;Tave portion of the 
elector-ate to have a choice in the election of their 
representative. He could see that they must accept 
the llill a:< it stood, or e]:,;e ;ollow the wmrtcdy 
revision cou:ct to 1nakc up a proper rull, and 
thercbyrlelaythereturnof the new rcpr' 'ontative,; 
to tlmt H ou:<c. He was .<me that the elector:< 
interested would runch prefer to be re] n·esented 
in that Clwm ber as early as pos,,ible e1·en 
though they lo~t a certain arnount of Yoting 
power, to iu,si.:3ting upon a con1plete roll being 
mmle; for after all, any little defect of th,-tt kind 
conld be rectified-·anrl would be rectified in a 
ohort time. He, therefore, thought it w:cs far 
better to di"a~ree to the amendments of the 
L•"'~i~lntive Council, and endeavour to get the 
nclclitional rcpre~entation a:-3 early as po~,~ible. 

J\.Ir. CHTJDB said he as inclined to agree 
with what had fallen fn,m the Colonial Trca
ourer. It seemed to him a case of two evils, allll 
that the lesser edl would be to ,ollow the Bill to 
stand as it origin:tlly loft that House, and ha Ye 

the elections ns soon <11'3 pos:-;iblo. If the ruen1bert:-~ 
were nut aLlo to take their r:;en,ts c1nring the 
present ~ession, the Cornrnittce would then kno1v 
that the.v had done nothing to retard their doing 
so. He was, therefore, disposed to support the 
motion of the Premier fnr di··.ap;reeing with the 
amenrlment pm posed by the Lcgislati vo Council. 

1\Ir. DO::-J.\.LIJ::\O:t\ said he regretted very 
much that the hon. memLe1· for ]V[itchcll was 
not present that ev-ening, as he would have been 
a.ble to give hon. rneu1bm·N .)Ulll8 infonu:1tion 
rc;;nrcling the \\·ay in which the elector,; in his 
distrid, who w(mld probably be entitled to vote 
in both electorates, would be affected by the 
Bill. He (:\[r. Donaldson) was informed that 
there were very few who would be depriver! of 
their right nncler the Bill "" it originally left 
that ChamlJer. Of comse, ;os had beeu snid, 
they had to choooe between two evils, and he had 
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always been bught that it was better to choose 
the leooer. If a few persons were disfranchbed 
in one electomte it might be n hanlship, but it 
wonld not be a very grea,t grievance. On the 
other hand, if they nccepted the amerHlment 
they would deby the election, which would be a 
grerttor evil, as the whole electorate might be 
unrepresented dnl'ing the present se;c;sion. ]fur 
those rcn,sons he \S'.ls inclined to agree that it 
would be much better not tfl agree to the amend
ment,.; made by the other Chamber. If they 
were adopted it would be necessary, as the 
Premier had stated, to make' other amendments 
in Ol'der to complete the scheme, and that would 
deby the po;;sibility of a member being rdurned 
by tho>e electorate, this session. He thought it 
was very desirable th<tt every facility should be 
given for the election of the additional repre
senta.ti ves. 

Question-That the Legislative Council's 
mnendnwnts be disagreed to-put and tmssecl. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the CHAm
;\L\X left the chair, and reportecl that the Com
mittee had disc<greed to the Legishtti ve Council',; 
amendments in the 13ill. 

The report was adopted. 
The PRE;}fiEH moved-
rrlm.t a mcs.-:agc be sent to the Leglslaii.vc Conncil, 

intimating tllat this IIonse di"'ng-.tecs to their Hll1C1Hl
mcuts iu the Bill, for the follmving reasons:-

lkcan::,e thn,r 'vonW allow of the <ulclition of names 
to the electornl rolls wit.hont any pl'O\-ision forth,· pre
vention or <lctcetion of false or nufonndcd claims. 

13eeause. it i::~. not de . ..,irablc that dalu1s to be in.scrtecl 
ou an elcntoral roll shonlcl be allowed witltont the 
name-. of the daimant~ being pnhliely uotiliod, ana fnll 
OPJl 1H'LUnity lJcin;; .~i\·en [or loclging objcctionH to such 
claims a:.- may he unfonn1led. · 

J~ccan~e tllc small nnmber of person::; who would 
really lJc entitlctl to have their WLme::; insCl'tccl in both 
roll::; does uot warrant the delay in hringin.L!,' the .tct 
into opor::ttion which 'vonlcl be necessarily caused by a 
proper scheme £0r dealing 'vith nmv clai1us. 

Question put ttnd pe~s,;ed. 

ADJOURN:VIEXT. 
TI10 l'RE:\IIElt s"'id : The next Ortler of the 

lhy io the Elections 13ill, which was adjourned 
la.:st evening on a (1uestion of consitlorable in1por
tanc£J; and a>; nothing new is likely to be added 
to the di1'Cll'·"Jion by going into cmntnittce on it 
thi;; evening-, >ts the time that has elapsed has 
been too short to throw much further Ji,·ht 
upon the subject, I propose to uwve that ~we 
adjourn until Tuesday next. On Tuesday next 
there is a motion of which my hon. friend the 
.:\lininter for 1\'ork.; ha,; given notice, but that I 
believe will be almost formal. After that mv 
hon. friend the Colonial Treasurer will, in 
Committee of IV ays and .Means, make his 
l<'irmncial Statement. I presurne it will not be 
desired to go on with the debate on the J<'irmncial 
Sta.tenwnt on the ,':_,;une evening. _After that we 
will taJ:e the Legi::;lath c Council'D t_tnwndtnent.s 
in the i'!Iarsupial Bill, and will then deal, if there 
is time, with the H.abbit Bill and J~lections Bill. 
I move that this House adjourn till Tue.sday next. 

'I'hc Hox. J. M. ::\L\.CEOSSA::'Ii said : Be
fore \Ve adjourn, a~ the Premier has Illl'n

tionetl the Elections 13ill I will t;tke thi;; 
opportunity to bring ~mnething nn(Ler his 
notice which I regret to s"ty I was unable 
to bring before the House when that J3ill 
was in cmnmittee, as I wa::; absent frmn the 
House when chtuso 31 was passed. On the 
second reading of the Bill I pointed out that 
I considered the 1nanner in which re6·h:;tration 
should be claimed was ve1y well provided for by 
this clause, but that it simply applied to fntnre 
claimants. I asketl the hon. Premier then to 
consider th'' <[nestion of h<lW he wonl<l pnrp;e th" 
rolls of the name.~ of persons on the roll now 

unbwfully, and asked that vorsons on the roll 
now ::;hould Le ubli~cd to ut::tkB clahn for l't~giHtraw 
tion again in the 'vary vroposed in this claur:ie. 
'I'he hem. member may 1·emem ber that ? 

'I'he l'RK:Hil"H : Yes. 
The Hox. J. M. 1\L\CROSSA::'I : Had I been 

presnnt when that clause was before the Com
mittee, I would have brought the matter rnoro 
prominently under the hon. gentleman's notice. 
I thiuk he might consider this r[ue,;tion a,.; !10 is 
going to reconnuit the Dill. 

The PHK:\IIER: I cmmot see how it can be 
done. 

The Hox. J. 1\I. ::\IACIWSSAN : I mn quite 
snrc the hon. gentleman will be able to see it if 
he chooses. I have more fctith in his ability than 
to believe thctt he cannot devi:se wme means by 
which the presout rolls can be thoroughly pur"ed. 
I nrn rruite certnin that the:,· re<[uired purging, 
not only her<e but all over the colony, and the 
~::loaner it i::; done the better, a.s the sooner we 
shall have conect and pure representation of the 
people of the colony. I will bring this ([Uestiun 
up when the 13ill comes before the Committee 
~1gain, and I will not stop until I have :-;onre
thing done in the matter, because I feel that 
the rolls, as they stand at present, are thoroughly 
C(lrrnpt. 

The HoN. Sm 'l'.i\IciLWRAITH said: When 
the J~lections Bill comes on next week, is it the 
intention of the Premier to proceed with the 
clauses of the Bill under consideration, and rlefer, 
for recommittal, the consideration ofthe debated 
point of the Yoting-paper, or does he intend th,tt 
we should proceed with that first·? 

The P.RE:\1IER said: The r[ne.>tion as to 
whether the ballot-papers should be identified by 
rnnnbers fo1· the purp<hes of scrutiny, Ol' not, i;-; 
an ah~tract qne.stion, and one that can be di8-
cussecl at once, and it is, I think, as well to decide 
it at once. If we decide to adhere to the present 
sy stein we can go on with the discnHRion o£ the 
13ill as it is; but if we consider it desirable to 
make a chnuge it will naturally take some little 
tirne to arrange for the necel:lsary alteratioui::l. 
I propose that 11·e should cli.scuss the 'Jnestion '"" 
to wlwther 've will uu.ke :1 chunge or not, first, 
and settle it ; and if it is decided to make a change 
\•'P. c<::tn po"tpone tho~:~e clauses which \voultl lJe 
affected by it, and by the time the other clauses 
of the Bill are passed we shall be prepared with 
the necessary amendments. I think tktt a 
proper cour::.:8 to take, and I hope bou. tnmnbers 
generally will give their Yery serions nttentinn 
to thi" subject between now and Tuesday next, 
in order that they may be prepared to come 
to n decision. I confe'·' tlmt to my mind the 
urgutnents for and againtJt the change appear to 
be ne,uly equally balanced. 

Que.otion put and passed ; and the House 
adjoumecl at seventeen minutes past 8 o'clock. 




