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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
T/im'sda{/, 13 August, 1885,

Petition.—Questions.— Formal Motions.—Motion for
Adjournment.—Railway from Bowen to Haughton.
—AMessage from the Legislative Council.—Pacific
Islanders Employers Compensation Bill—considera-
tion of Couneil's amendinents.—Additional Members
Bill—Legislative Council’s amendments.—Adjourn-
ment,

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past

3 o’clock,
PETITION.

Mr. BROOKES presented a petition from
more than 2,000 inhabitants of Brisbane, in favour
of the principle of local option, and moved that
it Le read.

Question put and passed, and petition read by
the Clerk.

On the motion of Mr. BROOKES, the petition

was received.
QUESTIONS.

Mr. SHERIDAN asked the Minister for
Works—

1. Is the trial survey for the railway from Mary-
borough direct to Gayndah, #id Mungarr, finished?

2. Is the survey of the permanent line from Mary-
horough to Gayndah, vid Mungarr, commenced *—and, if
not, when will it he eominenced ¥

3. When is it likely that plan and book of reference
for the first section, Maryborough and Gayndah Rail-
way, will be 1aid upon the table of the House ¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon W.
Miles) replied—

1. The trial survey, vid Mungarr, of the proposed
Raibway from Maryhorough to Gayndah is finished.

2. As the alternative survey to Gayndah #id Isis
Seruh is nol yet completed, it would be premature to
commence the permanent survey to Gayndah.

3. As =o0n as possible after the route is decided.

Mr., SMYTH asked the Minister for Works—

1. Ifave the Government decided the route of the
Gayndah Railway line?

2. Are they in possession of surveys {rom Kilkivan
to Gagndah ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied—

1. The Government have not yet decided npon the
route which should bhe adopted for the Gayndah
Railway.

2. No trial surveys have been excceuted between
Kilkivan and Gayndah.

Mr. NORTON asked the Colonial Treasurer—

1. Have heacons beeu placed in position in the Boyne
and Calliope Rivers in the Port Curtis distriet ®

2, If not, what is the cause of the delay »
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The COLONTAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R.
Dickson) replied—

The beaconing of the Calliope is now eompleted, and
a report npon the beaconing of the Bovie River is
being prepared. Tcannotgive any reawon for the delay ;
but the work will be procceded with with all possible
expedition.

FORMAL MOTIOXNS.

The following formal motions were agreed
to i —

By Mr. FOOTE, in the absence of Mr.
Macfarlane—

That there be laid upon the table of the ouse, a
Retnrn showing-—

1. Total muuber of yards of tweed in each year, for
the last eight years ended June, 1885, bought by the
Government.

2 Number of yards bought from the Queensland
Woollen Company for the samne eight years.

By Mr. HAMILTON--

That there be lddd upon the table of the Iouse, a
Return showing the total amount of payments made out
of Loan during the past financial year, in the Southern,
Central, and Novthern districts respeatively.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mr., DONALDSON  said : Ar. Speaker,—
Before the House proceeds to the business on the
paper 1 wish to refer to o matter of some impor-
tance, and I shall conclude my remarks with a
motion for adjourminent. Some time ago
representations were made to the Government
from several parts of the country with regard to
the price charged for Press telegrams. I Delivve,
Mr. Spealer, that you yourself have upon more
than one occasion consulted the authorities upon
this question, and I have also done so without
receiving any satisfaction. I thervefore think
it desirable to Dbring the wmatter before the
House in order that the Government and hon.
members may know the position of the country
Press with respect to the rates the proprietors
have to pay for telegrams. I have no doubt
it is within the recollection of hon. mem-
bers that some time last year, when the
Premier was Acting Postmaster - General, a
deputation of gentlemen connected with the
Press in this city waited upon the Lon. gentle-
man and drew bis attention to the telegraph
rates in force in this colony. They pointed out
then that the price in New South Wales, from
Sydney to Tenterfield, was 1s. 6d. per 100
words, and from Tenterfield to Brisbane 4s. 2d.
per 100. The Premier remarked then, that when
he was in the South some months previously
he was very much surprised to find how hrief
was the telegraphic news from this colony which
appeared in the Southern Press, and T helieve 1
am right in saying that he was convinced that
the reason of that was that the price charged for
telegrains from this colony was enormous. The
result of that interview was, that the price in
Queensland was rveduced from 4s, 2d. to 1s. 6d, ;
and that at the present time telegrams canbe sent
from Brisbane to Sydney at 3s. per 100 words.
Messrs. Buzacott and Cowlishaw, who represent
three daily and two weekly papers, were the
gentlemen I referred to as interviewing the
Premier. They represent the leading papers of
Brisbane, and T believe it is no secret that
they are good paying properties, A considerahle
concession has been graunted to themw—a con-
cession that has not been extended to the pro-
prictors of other papers in this colony, as I
shall presently take an opportunity to show.
No doubt at the time that matter was brought
before the Government those gentlemen made out
a good cage ; but I think they might at the sane
time have said a few words for their country
brethren, 1f on that occasion they had pointed
out the position the country Press was in, itis
probable that the concession granted to the
metropolitan journals would have been granted

A
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to the Press gencrally, At thoe present
time the proprietors of papers published

in this city have the advantage of receiving
intercolonial telegrams at the rate of 3s. per
100 words, whereas telegraius sent to country
papers are charged at the rate of 4s. 2d. for the
same number of words. What is the result?
The result is this: that country papers, having
only a limited eirenlation, are compelled to keep
thelr messages down to the lowest possible
extent, and consequently cannot supply their
subscribers with as full news as they wish to
do. I do not think T can better illustrate this
than by referring to some of the telegraphic
reports of Parliament published by the country
Press. A very great interest is taken by
people in the country districts in the actions of
members of this House, and yet I have often
seen such short reports of the proceedings in
Parliament in country journals as, *‘ The Rabbit
Bill passed its second reading last night,” or
“The Land Act Amendment Bill was read a
second time.” There was not the slightest
information given to the readers as to what were
the contents of these Bills. Consequently,
people have to wait many days until the papers
of the city arrive before they can get full
inforation.  Now, in a country like this,
if there isone matter in which the people
manifest more interest than any other it
is information relating to the prosperity or
otherwise of the colony. It has been an-
nounceid by the Colonial Treasurer that on
Tuesday next he will deliver his Budget Speech.
I believe everyone in the colony is auxious to
know what i the real financial condition of the
coluny, especially at the present time, when we are
passing throngh such a depressed scason 3 and if
Press telegrams could be sent at a low rate I
have not the slightest doubt that lengthy and
full telegrams of the Treasurer’s Financial State-
ment would be sent all over the colony to papers
published on the following morning, showing
what is our position. Iut the rates are so high
now that proprietors have issued instructions to
their agents in Brisbane to send as short telegrams
as possible, and the consequence is that the
messages recelved are of the most nieagre deserip-
tion.  All of us who take up the papers in the
morning desire to see what the telegrams ave
and what is the news—not only from the adjoin-
ing colonies, but from all pars of the world—and
I must say that the Brisbane papers supply us
with full information in this respect. The same
desire for telegraphic information exists in the
country towns, s I have already pointed out,
comntry papers have only a limited number of
subscribers s the local news cannot be mueh, and
it is very desirable that they should have the latest
news from the metropolis and other parts of the
world, and more particularly, when Parliament
is in session, lengthy reports of its proceedings.
I do not think any hon. member will deny that
in all countries the Press is a great necessity, and
the same remark applies to the country districts
of this colony, and every facility should be given
to the papers to get their messages at as low a
rate as possible. I know places which the city
papers do not reach until ten or twelve days after
publication. In fact, I live in a place mywelf
which it takes twelve days for papers published
in Brishane to reach. People residing in districts
like that wikh tolearn as much as possible before
thie metropolitan papers arvive, and are parti-
cularly anxicus to see war telegrans and other
information of that kind as early as possible. T
donot think that Tean do betterthanreada leading
article on thizsubject, from the Jorning Bullciin,
published in Rockhampton, as it deals with the
matter more explicitly than L could. Tt says —

= some time azo Mr Grifith promised to eonsider the
practicabilily of reducing thc present exorbitantly high
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telegraph rates, it so far as indications go he appears
to have no intention of taking the matter up, cither
now or in the immediate futnre. To the Press, the
Jis devolved the task of reealli
¢, snd pressing upon Ministe
]usmc of the demand for a ches
'1‘1\010 $

T
& altention to e
the neceessity and
o1 telegraph tariir,
m\ of (nl the (e slmu of t Olullldl\ [ESHVE

111(‘ m(‘s(“n L\nun(l)
lengthencd by, =ay, iva w oxda, nml\n:., 1110 101‘11 numbcr
Niteen words for 1s.”

I may here observe that when I wus in Vie-
toria recently thie price of telegrams between
New South Wales and Victoria was reduced
from 23. to 1ls., and the (mvunmer\t of Vie-
torin  decided that messages of words
should be transmitted from one station to
another for 6d. I have reason to believe, from
the Iarge number of messages transmitted since
then, that this arvangement has produced a very
watisfactory vesult.  The article proceeds to state
that—

“ With respect to the intereolonial message there is
tainly room for a material reduetion. New South
les and Vietoria have recently lowered the charge
hetween the two coloniecs to Is. for ten words, aud
bave re-pointed out to the departincut herc the
ty of fixing the rate hetween Queensland
outh Walcs at the sune figure, with a corres-
re-adjustment of the Queensland-Vietorisn
but Ministers have refused to entertain the
iden, on the ground that our telegraph lines requive a
groater maintouance (,‘(m’n(hlulh in proportion to
population. This plea, ho“m er applicable in the past,
will hardly apply to the present order of things. The
is now 4 large, luerative, and coustantly growing inter:
coloniul trade, which would be appreciably stimulated
bx o lowertelegraph rate. Infaet, the revenue devividble
from the inc «d nwaher of agis that wounld
hnmediately follow stich a redietion would probahly
more than recoup  the department for the outlay
incurred in making the necessary changes.  Some-
thing like this has recently been withessed in the
working of the Railway Departmment.  No sooner were
the traflic charges for stock lowered to an equality with
those of New South Wales than a large inercase of trafiic
reeeipts took place, and it has every appearanes of being
maintained,

“But, substantinl as are the reasons for wrging a

generval reduction of coimmereial telezyaph rates, they
are yvet light beside these which are embodied in the
demand for a cheaper Press taviff.  [n England Press
telegrams are ouly charged at the rate ot 1s. per 100
words, or one-{ifth the L()lllll\ reial yate; in Quecnsland
100 words are charged 4s. 2d4., ov lullt the ordinavy
riate. The Press rate ])Q‘[\VC“(IX Queensland and New
South Wales is, after the first hundred, only
pir hundred, or aboul one-fifth the commercial
figure: between Queensland and Vietoria it is s, 64.
per handred, or about onc-fiith the ovdinary tariff.
It is thus cleavly evident DPress telegriuns passing from
Quecusland  to New Nouth Wales and Vietoria are,
acecpted at the same proportionate rate as in England
—namely, one-fitth the usual message rate; whereas a
Press report, pa tween any two telegraph stations
in Queensland, is chuarged ouc-half the ordinary rate.
Moreover, the lignrss quoted prove another and inore
striking inconsistency, which the Press of thke colony
will do well to note.  They show, 1o take a practical
illustration. ﬂmt the Swdney Moraiag Tecold can get a
Press reporl of 2,000 wor telegraphed from Cooklown
to Syduey cheaper than the Birisheue Conrier : in fact
the Mereld will save more than 20s. by the transaetion.
The charge would he oktown to Brishane, 2d. per
100 words ; Cooktown to Nyduey, 3s. par 100 words.”
T contend that is o tremendous handicap against
the colonial Press. It may be urged that we are
not at the present time able to send such long
messages upon our lines in congequence of the
press of business on them ; but if that (ugu‘nont
iy true how ir it that such a message can be sent
from Cooktown to Sydney at a lower rate than
within our owm colony, and that the Queen<land
Press should be handicapped in this y?
There is no reason for me to argue further upon
thix point, for it is in itself so ridiculous and
absurd, The writer of this article fucther
Says —

“How did this absurd anomaly avise, and by what
Zroxs ceonomic sophistries is its contimumes justitied »
With one, or perhaps two exceptions, there is no colony
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in Australasia so mueh in need of a chieap Press rate
as Queensland, yet this most precious boon to settlers
in the far distant interior is not only persistently with-
Lield, but denicd as it were in inversce ratio to the need.
It is not supposed that the Telegraph Department can,
in its present state of umumwcu( cope with any great
inerease of Press or ff(‘)xu‘d business consvquent upon
a reduction of d it particularly desirable
whatever reform is resolved npon shonld be based on &
hroad and progr ¢ priueiple of development; but it
is contended that Ministors over-estinate the megnitude
and eost of the changes required.

“With o view to show what has been done in per-
feeting Press te aphy in other cowntries, as well as
a good means by which the same may be
1ed here, let us sclect England as being at

e Dbest and most faniliar example. Iov the
purposc of illustration London may be deseribed as the
great heart and controlling centre of the system. Into
the Inglisl metropolis powrs, by a thousand channcls, a
never-ending stream of intelligence from all parts of the
eivilised world. This mass of news is for the most part
recrived and ntesl by two great Iress agencies,
known respeetively as the Central News aund lress
Association.  The leading newspapers of the couutry
pay these agencies to supply them with full and accurate
reports of all iinportant passing events,  Accordingly,as
soon a8 inportant inteilizence is received in Londo, no
matter whether from howe or forcign sources, it is

classiicd and despatched by wire to almost every
town and amlet in the three kingdoms. Parliamentary
news is treated i the same way. By this means it is
cale 1LLt('dth<lt from 310,000 to 500,600 wo are tele-
raphed from London nightly during the parliamentary
sionn. This represcuts the total q\umlt\ handed i
Aud paid for, but it would be a mistake to suppose
actnal nmmnl labour is required to despatch that
amowunt. The ing is effceted by the free and geueral
use of Wheatstone's autowatic apparatus, :\11(1 by the
judicious linking together of the leading towns into
several great ttnnk hne\ whereby one sending is made
to serve for a laxge number of stations. The priunciple
of aulomatie telegraply lies in this: that once n I'ress
report is {ranseribed, or ‘punched’ as it is teehuically
called, it heeowmes available for being sent mechanteally,
and, of course, it may be thus used for conveying the
report over any number of lines, so that it the telegrun
has to be sent to tifty differsnt towns one transeription
or selrling will suilice for all. Buch, in outline, is the
methiod by which the cxtraordinary quantity of press-
work is dealt with in ¥ and, and itway be mentiched
that, with sueh cele is it got through, it is rare
indeed any provineial newspaper is obliged to go to
press before the supply has been delivered.”

I may mention that several of our provincial
papers—those in Tpswich, Toowomuba, Warwick,
l)ah)y and Stanthorpe—are all published on

Saturday morning, consequently one message
will supply the whole of those papers. It cannot
be urged against this that each of these papers
will uquue o wmessage to be sent separately,
becanse they are all on the same cireunit, and one
sending will be sufficient for the lot.  The article
proceeds :—

“Anyone, who has had no ermneetion with thesub-
cditorid work of one of the leadin L o1 Neotel
duilies, has no coneeption of the innmense mass of news
received through telegraph channets. 16 is not uneom-
won to see fresm two 1o four pages fillsd with telegraphic
alone.  Sueh is the readiness of the Governument
i siities at the disposal of newspapers at
cheap rates, ﬂu.t cditors fnd it profitable and expedicnt
to hire what is exlled “special wires”  These wirtsall
start from London and terminate at the cditorial rooms
f the provineial paper for which they ave cmployed.
TLey are chieily nsed for correspondence of a scuni-
private nature. Mciropolitun newspapers do not, of
course, require special provineial wires, hnt organs
like the Tiies, Staadard, D Ve, and Telegrags
have all one or wore speeial  wives  leading
trom their private ofices to tho priveipal Xaropean
capitals. The nly used for the conveyanee
of sceret intelligenee, ov news of o specially viduable
Kind.  Inconsidering whether ov not the prineiple and
inethod of the systen iere brought forwsad can he made
applisahle to colonial wants, it may he remarked that
so far as the strietly seientitie aspest of the gquestion is
coneerued the prestunption is in our favenr. The Aus-
traling climate i’ notid for its dryness, and a dry atinos-
yhere is the most suitahle for elfeetive telegraphy. In
fact, clertrieal disturbhincees, due 1o canses besond engi-
necring control, may here he regarded at s iuimwn,
1f Loudon fonnd it possible to communicale with Cal-
cutta by way of Telicran, and Ly nmcans ol repeaters

¥
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or translators over snch a vast distance, and through
sueh a varying atmosphere. it may be aflirmed as prac-
tenble to work between any two extremities of this
continent, where the external conditions are uniform,
and subject to few changes. 1t is, however, Dot neces-
sary to mention these facts to onr telegraph anthorities;
they ave prestumed to be perfectly conversant with the
points of the matter; and as soon as Parlitment sanc-
tions the necessary alterations they may be relied upon
to give them spoedy and effective form.” To the Govern-
wment, therefore, un earnest appeal must he made for a
cheaper telegraph tariff,  On behalf of the Press, the
demand is both just and pressing. Queensland is rapidly
emerging from a condition of national infaney to one of
vigovous yonth, and asswning a new and prominent
position  hefore the eyes of  the world The
great questions of Imperial and  Colontal TFedera-
tion are agitating the public nind; measures of
mportant and fav-reaching significance are being
discussed in our assemblies. Ou these and kindred
subjeets the people require the latest and fullest infor-
mation, and the Press alone ean give it; but not jif
cnterp s chilled and prosperity threatened by a high
re telegraph taxift,  The public willnever grudge
casonable outlay, where the object tends, as this does,
to henefit all classes.  Whoover desives to see Australia
advance in intelligence and wity of national character,
strong both within and without, will assuredly favour
every extension of the telegraph. aud the granting of
every facility necessary to enhance the value and use-
fulness of a free and independent Press.’’

T do not think it is necessary for me to say much
more. That article is in itself such a good argu-
ment that it traverses the whole of the ground
which I should perhaps have taken a much more
circuitous route to traverse. I feel confident
fhat the attention of the Government having
been called to the matter they will give it their
carnest consideration; and I trust before long
that our tariff will be so altered that the country
Press will be put in a better position than they
are in at the present time. T think I have
mentioned that the country papers have issued
orders to their agentshere to supply as short mes-
sages as possible, because of the excessive charges.
T held in my hand a copy of a small country
paper, the Tharyomindak Herald. Tt certainly
is very creditable to such a small paper to spend
s0 large a sum in telegrams, and I am assured by
the proprietors that the amount would be con-
siderably increased if the charges were reduced.
In the other colonies the cheap Press telegrams
are sent after 8 o’clock in the evening, when
there are few, if any, public telegrams ; and the
result is that the leading papers in New South
Wales and Victoria print, I suppose, a larger
quantity of telegraphic intelligence than any
other papers in the world. I have here a copy
of the Spdney Morning Herald, and six columns
of that ave filled with telegrams about the work-
ing of the new Land Act that came into operation
theday before. Thave not the slightest hesitation
in saying that the public would not have received
that information had the charges been as high
there as they are here, Again, the English news
is always telegraphed to the Melbowrne Argus
and the Sydney Morning Herald from Albany, ~ If
the result of the low rates in other colonies has
been such a large increase in business, I believe
we are quite justified in seeking to follow their
example here, We claim to be a progressive
colony 5 so far as our means allow we always
adopt the newest and best inventions ; and
surely we are not going to admit that our
telegrapbic system is so imperfect that we cannot
take the messages. If our present wires or the
present staff are not sufficient to stand an in-
crease of business, surely there can be no oljec-
tion to increasing them if the business is suffi-
cient to justify the expenditure, I believe this
matter will commend itself tohon, members, and I
trust that before long the evil complained of will
he remedied. I beg to move the adjominment of
the Iouse.

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
sorry the hon. member did not tell me he was
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going to bring up this subject, because in that
case I should have put myself in a position to
give the House some information with regard to
1t. T am taken quite by surprise, and though
the matter has come under my notice, my
memory does not serve me so that I can
give any definite information. I know one of
the first things we did on coming into office
was to reduce the price of Press messages
between this colony and New South Wales ;
and for my own part 1 was anxious to make a
corresponding reduction all over the colony, but
the answer we got from the Telegraph Departiment
was that the present wires and staff would not be
sufficient for & much greater increase of business;
and that if a very much larger quantity of Press
matter were sent new wires would have to be
provided. T confess I was not satisfied with
that answer, although it satisfied the Postmaster-
(General at the time—Mr. Garrick, I think, The
subject occupied the attention of his successor,
Mr, Mein; and the present Postmaster-General
has it under his consideration. I should be glad
of any arrangements that would make it prac-
ticable to reduce the price of Tress messages.
The papers in this colony are very enterprising.
Some of them in the North get very full
telegrams, and compare extremely favourably in
that respect with those in the South. Others
are not so enterprising. Of course 1 cannot
say what effect a reduction in the price of
the telegrams would have. One thing the
hon. member drew attention to, which I
think is not exactly applicable—that was with
regard to the messages received by the Sydney
and Melbourne papers from Albany. We offer
the same facilities for messages from Albany,
with an extra charge of 1s. 6d. per 100 words.
I do not think that is unreasonable. I regret
that T am not in a position to give the House
any definite information on the subject, as I
might have done had the hon. member told me
he was going to bring it forward.

The Hox. Sz T. McILWRAITH : When
are we likely to have the Postmaster-General’s
report ?

The PREMIER : T think it is ready now. T
saw the draft veport in print in the hands of the
Postmaster-Greneral some time ago.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITH: T think
the hon. meniber for Warrego has done right in
calling attention to the anomaly as to prices
charged for telegrams sent in the colony and
those sent to the other colonies. Tt is an anomaly
that ought to be accounted for at any rate, that
a telegram from Cooktown to Brishane should
cost 50 per cent. more than the same telegram
from Cooktown to Sydney. With regard to the
general question of reduction of the cost of tele-
grams, 1 suppose the prospect held out to us by
the Postmaster-General of shilling telegrams for
sixpence wag only an after-dinner suggestion,
made without consultation with his colleague, the
T'reasurer. We may perhaps hear something
about it on Tuesday. We cannot discuss this
matter until we have the Postmaster-General’s
report, and T think it is not creditable to the
department that we should be waiting for that
report still.  Those reports ought to have
been laid on the table as soon as the House
met. There is not the slightest justification for
any departmental reports not being ready
by this time. The Anuditor-General’s report
is, as a rule, on the table, and that is
a report not excelled by any other depart-
ment., He generally gives information up to
within a month of the date the report is presented.
Here we have an important department whose
report up to the 3lst December last we have
not yet veceived. Without that_report it is
impossible to discuss this subject, No doubt the
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report will deal with this matter, especially as the
Postinaster-General contemplates in the near
future so great a change as the reduction of the
telegraph charges to something like one-half the
present rate,

Mr. PALMER said: My, Speaker,—When
the Postmaster-Goneral’s Kstimates were going
through committee last session, I drew the
attention of the Colonial Secretary to the
anomaly that you could send a telegram from
Stanthorpe to Normanton, right through the
colony, for 1s., whereas if you sent a telegram
from Stanthorpe to Tenterfield, or any place
ever so little across the border, the charge was
24, T recollect T was laughed at for suggesting
that we should reduce the price of telegrams
between Queensland and New South Wales to
Is.—which is, I believe, the charge between
Victoria and New South Wales, and between
Victoria and South Awustralia. But I find
I was not so very far out after all. Now
that this question of telegrams has been raised,
T may say that I have a cause of complaint
with regard to the extension that was promised
in the district I represent—from Normanton to
Burketown. That work should have been carried
out some months ago, but on making inquiries
the reply T received was that an extraordinary
bungle had been made with regard to the ship-
ment of the iron poles necessary to the carrying
out of the extension. The poles came on by one
vessel, while the small gear, without which they
could not be erected, were sent on by another.
The consequence of that will be that no extension
can be carried out this year. Apart from that,
the time has now, I think, arrived when the rate
for ordinary telegrams between this colony and
New South Wales should be reduced to 1s.  As
to Press telegrams, the case so well made out by
the hon. member for Warrego is one which must
commend itself to the attention of the House.

Mr, DONALDSON: I have hardly anything
to add to what T have already sald. 1T may
say, however, with regard to one remark made
by the Premier, that it was only this morning
I determined to bring the question forward
to-day, and I have been so very busy that I had
no opportunity of calling upon the hon. gentle-
man and acquainting him with my intention. I
need hardly assure him that it was not brought
forward as a ‘‘surprise” motion, and I will
conclude by expressing a hope that, now the
hon. gentleman’s attention has been called to the
subject of complaint, he will find a remedy for it
hefore long.

Question of adjournment put and negatived.

RAILWAY FROM BOWEN TO
HATUGHTON.

Mr. CHUBB, in moving—

1. That the Ilousc approves of the plan, scction, and
hook of relerence of the proposed railway from Bowen
to Haughton, as laid upon the table of the llouse, Sth
November. 1833,

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference he
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their approval,
by message in the usual form.

—said : In addressing myself to the motion stand-
ing onthe paper in nmy name, I may remark that,
at first sight, it may perhaps appear to be of a
somewhat revolutionary character—attempting
to take out of the hands of the Minister for
Works his proper functions., But such is not
my object, nor my intention. My object is to
obtain an expression of opinion from hon. mem-
bers of the House on the subject with which the
motion deals. It is the only way by which I
can obtain that expression of opinion, my
previous attempts to obtain information from
the Minister for Works by means of questions
having been met by certain answers upon which
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there could be no discussion, Ihave,therefore,
thought it my duty to table a motion in this form,
with the hope that a full and fair discussion on it
may possibly induce the Government to change
the views they have hitherto held on the
subject, and proceed to carry out the work which
I desire to see done. A short historical sketch
of the matter may perhaps be useful to hon.
members in dealing with the question. So far
as my memory serves me, it was first introduced
into the House in 1882, when a petition was pre-
sented by the gentleman who then represented
Bowen, from a large number of residents of
Bowen, Charters Towers, and the Kennedy
distriet, T think that the petitioners numbered
close upon 2,000, and their prayer was for rail-
way communication with Charters Towers—
that was, for a connection with the line from
Townsville to Charters Towers. That petition
was followed some months afterwards by the
then Government placing on the Loan Estimates
a sum of £150,000 for a railway from Bowen to
a place called Haughton Gap.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Nobody
knows where Haughton Gap is.

Mr. CHUBB : The hon. gentleman knows
very well where it is. The place of junction at
that time proposed was some thirty-four miles
from Townsville, at a place that goes by the
name of Haughton Gap ; although the moun-
tains there are not very high.  That money was
voted by the House, and 1 may say that it was
voted without a- division, after a discussion in
which several members of the present Govern-
ment expressed themselves in favour of i6. The
Premier was one, and Mr, McLean. who sat with
bim, was another ; the Minister for Works was
silent on the subject, but not a single member who
now sits on that side of the House objected to
it—although immediately before they had all
voted against a railway from Emerald to Spring-
sure. When the Haughton Gap line was pro-
posed it was adopted, as I said, without a division.
Matters went on ; the line was surveyed, and
the plans and hook of reference of the first
section of the line—=some thirty miles—were
placed on the table of the House by the Minister
for Works of the late Government (Mr. Norton).
He was, however, unable to carry his motion for
the adoption of the plans, because the Govern-
ment were shortly afterwards—if they had not
already been—defeated, and retired from office.
T may say with reference to that line that it was
one which must have met with the approval of a
great many hon. members on both sides of the
House. It combined many qualifications which
a line would require. So far back as 1879, the
then Colonial Treasurer, My. Dickson, advocated
a system of coast lines, and in introducing the
question of a large loan—£3,000,000—he made a
creat point that the then Government intended
to initiate a system of coast lines. Now, the
proposed line from Bowen to Haughton fulfils
all the requirements of such a line. The hon.
gentleman in charge of the Works Depart-
ment shakes his head, but I say it does.
The first fifty or sixty miles of the line
does not go wore than ten or twelve miles
from the coast at the furthest point; therefore,
to that extent it does fulfil that requirement—
as being a coast line.  Again, it passes over per-
fectly level country. I believe the plan on the
table shows that in the first section—and 1 believe
it is the same right through—there is no cutting
deeper than three feet. The plan also shows that
there is plenty of ballast, a fair amount of
timber—in fact, all the facilities necessary for
making a cheap line, and one in which no
engineering difficulties exist.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
about the Burdekin ?

What
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Mr. CHUBB : The Burdekin had to be crossed
on the line from Townsville to Charters Towers,
and it can be crossed again without any engineer-
ing difficultis When the present Government
came into office, at as early a date as possible a
question was asked the DMinister for Works
whether he intended to ask the House to approve
of the construction of this section of theline; and
his answer then was that he had not sufficient
information to say when he would be able to ask
the House to doso 5 and he stated on a subsecuent
oceaston his intention to go over the line himvself.
I believe the hon. gentleman did go over the line
some thne later; but in the following July I
asked him if it was the intention of the Govern-
ment during that session of Parliament to
ask the House to approve of the plan, section,
and book of reference of the first section of the
authorised railway from Bowen to Haughton
Crap, which were then upon the table of the
House.  The answer of the hon. gentleman was
“No.” Subsequently to that, siv, a question was
axked, in my absgence, on my behalf, by my hon.
friend the member for Port Curtis. This was
some four or five months later. The question
was—

1. What progress, if any. has heen made during the
present year in sieveying aline of railway from Bowen
to or towards the Bowen Riverr

<20 Will the Miuister, during  ths pre<ent session, lny
upon the table of this IIouse the plang and book of
reference of such railway, or a ssgtion thereol, nnd ask
tlic necessary Parlianentary sanction for the samet

I would remind hon. members—probably some
of them will remewmber it—that in the mean-
time the Minister for Works had been to Bowen,
and had substituted a railway in a different
direction, which extends to a place called the
Coalfields, which railway the hon. gentleman
said he inteuded to make in place of the other
The answer of the hon. gentleman on that
fon was this:—

“1. A preliminary survey has been nade from Bowen
to the Coallicids, and a party is now engaged surveying
a trial line, )

=2, Until fucther reports ave reecived from the Chief
Tngincer. it is diffienlt to state positively ~ plans
and hook of refercuce can be submittesl for approval of
Parlinment; but if such pluns, ete., ean be furnished in
time, they will be submitied for approval this session.””
Well, they were not submitted, Mr. Speaker;
and aguin this session T asked the Minister for
Works whether he intended to axk the House to
approve of any plans for the railway towards this
Bowen Coalfield? The answer I received was
that deci=zion had besen postponed, pending
further information rexpecting the line. INow, sir,
I wish to draw the attention of hon. members
to the distinction hetween that answer and the
one I got so far back as October of last year.
This year the hon. gentleman seems to make it a
condition that the construction of what is called
the Bowen Coalficld line is not to be made, or no
steps are to be taken towards ity construction until
moreinformation is obtained respecting the nature
of this coalfield. Bunt when he was questioned
last year with reference to this line no stipnla-
tion of that kind was made. Indeed, he promised
that if the plans could be furnizhed they would
be submitted for the approval of the Iouse that
session.  There was no question then about coal.
His only excuse then was that the plans were
not ready, and if they had been got ready in
time they would have been laid upon the table
and the House asked to approve of them. The
position of the electorate ix this: They are
languishing for railway communication of some
kind—either communication with the Noirthern
system, which goes out into the interior of the
colony, or an extension in the direstion specified
by the Minister for Works—while every other
district has works in progress which  were
passed by this House not so long ago—other
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works which have Dbeen since approved of by
this House. Hon. members are well aware
that the vote for this line was passed so far
back as 1882, The money was raised by loan
and is now lying in the Treasury waiting to
be spent. But although this work was sanc-
tioned so far back as that, I will briefly read the
following list of works that I have been able to
ascertain havesince that been passed by this House
and carried out while this has been left neg-
lected. There is the survey from Rockhamyp-
ton to HBmu Park ; deviation, South Brisbane;
sarvey of a railway from Brisbane to Mount
Cotton ; extension of the DBrisbane Valley
Branch ; line from Stanthorpe to the Border;
Cooktown Wharf line ; Highfields branch exten-
sion ; line from Maryborough to Urangan,
Maryborongh ~ Wharf brauch ; line from
Howard to Bundaberyg ; extension of the Cook-
town Railway; another extension of the Kassifern
line; North Coast Railway from Caboolture ;
duplication of line froin Brisbane to Ipswich ;
Townsville Jetty line ; the Mackay to Hamilton
extension ; and I daresay some others that T have
forgotten. Several of these works, sir, have been
actually approved of before the money was voted
by Parliament for thein, I believe the Caboolture
line is one which was sanctioned by Parliamient
hefore the money for its construction was voted.
I ask hon. gentlemen to say whether justice
has been done in this matter. “ IHope deferred
malketh the heart sick.” The people of Bowen
are anxious for railway construction. Tt has
been promised, and they are entitled to it ; and
they ask the Government to do one thing or the
other—*¢ Fither give ux the line we want,” that
is, the line the plans of which are now on the
table, ““or give us the line you say you will
aive us; do one thing or the other.” The
line to the Coalfields does not meet with the
approval of the greater portion of my con-
stituents. I adwmit that some of them are
in favour of it, but the greater portion approve
of the line proposed by the late Government. I
have this further to say : That the line as pro-
posed by the late Gevernment, from Bowen
towards Haughton Gap, would be about ninety-
nine miles or one hundred miles in length., It
must eross the Burdekin, and it can do so at two
places, one called Clare and the other Ayr,
which are twenty miles apart, Ayr being lower
down the river nearer the mouth. Whether the
line goes to Haughton Gap or Townsville, or to
the Charters Towers line, it must cross the
Burdekin at one of those places or hetween them,
This line which is now proposed is the first
section—about thirty miles in length—and is
comuion o any line which may be made from
Bowen to Townsville, if & coast line is ever to
he made and if the Government are sincere in
that respect; and we have only to look at the
map to see the coast line which is plotted out
from Brisbane up to Gladstone. Some portion
of that line is already under construction. If we
look further up on the map we shall sce, if the
Government arenot disposed tomakethelinefrom
the Haughton Gap—if that is not the true route
—that it will be very easy for them to alter it, and
make it in the direction of Townsville; they can
make the line from Bowen to Townsville vid
Clave or Ayr, or between the two, but whether
it goes to Townsville ov Hanghton Gap, thirty
or forty miles of it must pass along this route, for
the reason that it runs close to the sea-shore, or
within four or five miles of 6. Tt is bounded on
one side by the sea, and on the inside it is
hounded Iy a large mountain called ‘¢ Round-
back.” which it must go round, becanse it cannot
so over or throngh it, and there is just room
enough for this line to pass there for the first
twenty or thirty miles. Therefore any line in
this direction must be made by this route. T am
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satisfied that the Ministry cannot come to any
other conclusion in respect to that. I believe L
am correct in saying that the first fifty or sixty
miles, or at least forty miles, will have to go
along that route. Under the circumstances—the
plans having been ready for nearly two years—1
submit to the House that it is extremely hard
that the line should not be commenced, more
especially as there is a fair amount of good
land there. I do not say it is of first-class
quality, but therc is some very good land.
There 18 as good land there as thers is upon
some other lines, I am reminded upon that
point by some remarks that the hon. Minister
for Works made when he asked the House to
extend the Fassifern line, Thatline he spoke of
as being good, and one that was required ; but it
would not do as it stood—it was necessary to carry
it further to make it pay. There is as much
to be said in favour of this line as of many
of the others. I submit that it would be
only a fair thing that the Government should
take it into u)mldemmon, in justice to the
constituency that I represent; and I ask the
House to assent to this section in order
that it may be commenced. If it is found
afterwards that the route pm posed beyond that
is not the best one, it could be continued by
the route which may be considered best, in the
direction of Townsville. I am given to under-
stand that the -people of Townsville are very
anxious for a railway in the direction of the Bur-
dekin,  All people want railway communication
in this country where towns are so far apart.
People have found that railway communication is
the cheapest communication they can have, and
that which affords the greatest facilities. A line
from Bowen to Ayr, and connecting Ayr with
Townsville, would be apure coast line, and my con-
stituency would have ne objection to aline in that
divection. They wanttohave communication with
the Northern lines, either at Townsville or upon
some portion of the Northern line, so that they
may have the benefit of that extension. Another
matter is this: The hon. gentleman said he did
not see why a line should be made from Bowen
to Townsville, or in that direction, when there
was water communication between those two
places. If this is a good argument orasound one,
where is the cunslstency of running a line from
Brisbane to Gympie, or to Clevehmd or to any
other such place? Idonotsayitisa sound argu-
ment ; Ithinkitisa bad argument. Theline from
Brisbane to Gympie i3 a very necessary one, and
one which I approve of and voted for. I think
that the argument that we should not build rail-
ways because we have water communication is a
very poor one, I may add this: that if Bowen
be connected with Charters Towers by rail it
will not affect Townsville in any way, as that
place is 50 prosperous that communication of that
kind, which it was afraid of at one time, would
not do it any harm now. Still the effect of
communication with Charters Towers will
be that that place will be brought at least
ten or twelve hours nearer Brisbane, because,
at present, there is 120 iniles of coast line
between Bowen and Townsvills, and then eighty-
five miles of railway. There will be sixty miles
more railway, but the coast line will be avoided,
and a railway train travels much faster than a
steanier, 8o there would be an advantage in point
of time. That is one of the grounds upon which
I advocate the line. Bowen, like every other
town, is entitled to be placed in communication
with the railway system of the colony, and it is
entitled t¢ this railway more especially as the
House has sanctioned the expenditure and voted
the money, which money is now in the Trea-
sury. It 1s only fair that that money should be
spent in the direction which-the House has
sanctioned, I trust that hon. gentlemen wil sce
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the justice of my appeal, and will help me to
insist upon the Government doing what they
oughttodo tothis electorate ; and I ask the House
to approve of the plansof arailway which hagheen
sanctioned by the House for upwards of two year:.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: Mr.
Speaker,—1 will not take a lesson frow the hon.
member for Bowen ; and T will take no apology
from him at all about bringing this matter hefove
the House. He had a perfect right to do so0, and he
has doneit very moderately indeed ; somoderately,
iu fact, that he has not given one single reason at
all why the line should bhe built or the money
should be spent. This matter was brought under
my observation by a deputation from Bowen.
Vory shortly after the present Government came
into office a deputation came down to ask the
Government to recommend this railway, and if
their dignity had not stoodin their way they
might have got it. They told me, in putting
forth their claims for this railway to connect
Bowen with the Northern line, that they were
desirous of having some share of the trade of
the interior. Tt struck me as most extra-
ordinary, that if the Government had built a
line from Towns=ville into the interior they should
be asked to build another to compete with it.
That gave me a suspicion that there was some-
thing wrong, and I said to myself I would not
overlook it; that the only thing, to my mind,
that will justify the building of this line is if the
country be adapted for close settlement. I went
up_there and travelled over the place, and,
although I made every inquiry, I could not find
where Hmwhtun Gap was. 1 inquired of Mr.
Hannam, who has a pretty thorough knowledyge
of the country, and neither he nor anybody
else could tell me where it was, However, it
was sufficient for the purpose, I believe, that
it would eonnect somewherce about thirty miles
or thirty-five miles from "Fownsville. The
length of the line from Bowen to connect at
Haughton Gap, as the hon, member pleases to
call it, is 120 miles, and if the railway were
made the consequence would be that those who
woulduse theline would have to pay an additional
amount of freight equal to the difference between
thirty-five miles to Towngville, and 120 miles to
Bowen. 1 believe that some of the inhabitants
of Charters Towers advocated this Haughton
(J'Lp railway because the cost of landing goods
by lighter at Townsville was so heavy, and they

thour*ht it would be cheaper to get their
goods direct from Bowen, However, the

Government propose to carry a branch from the
main line at Townsville station to the jetty
breakwater which will obviate that difficulty, and,
of course, the people at Charters Towers will now
be perfectly satisfied. The construction of this
short line will suit their purpose very well, and
will be much more advantageous to them than
having to pay the additional carriage from
Bowen to Townsville. When I travelled over
the country which the proposed railway would
traverse, a great portion of it was under water.
There are three cattle stations there, and,
with one or two exceptions, the country is utterly
worthless for settlement. It is very well adapted
for gra/imf cattle, but is not fit for any other pur-
pose. It 1s a sandy, loamy, worthless country,
quite un=uitable for cultivation. The only thing
that would have justified the Government in
constructing this line would have been country
adapted for close settlement. There is some good
land at Inkermann, butthat is all in the hands of
private individuals, But there is the further
objection to this line, that it would compete with
another Government railway already built. Rival
companies may endeavour to run one another off
the road, they may compete with one another as
our steamship companies are doing at the present
time, but it would be a suicidal policy for any
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Government to compete with themselves, Tspent
some time in Dowen, and I must say the people
were very kind to me, but the ery I heard every-
where was, ‘ All that we want is for you to
spend money here.” They did not care, M.
Spealer, if the railway was going to the moon so
long as we spent money in their district. Unfortu-
nately, Bowen is one of those cities or towns that
are in a state of decay. The people are clearing
out ; and the conclusion come to by those who
are still there is that they cannot exist unless
money is spent in the district by the Govern-
ment. I contend that it would be the greatest
waste and swindle ever committed to build a
railway from Lowen to Haughten Gap for the
purpose of competing with the Townsville line.
The hon.member whomoved this motion made the
suggestion that the line might be carried by way of
Ayr. Ibelieve myself that whenever a coastal line
is carried out, as it will be some day, itshould goin
that direction. That line will be a long one and
will cost a large amount of money ; and in the
meantime I think it would be utter folly to
commence a line between Townsville and Bowen
until the line is carried out right along the coast.
It would be folly to commence to build it in patches
and spend Government money in a few places just
to please thehon. member’s electors. Andthat was
the only argument offered by the hon. gentleman
from the time he got up till he sat down again.
He could give no reason for the construction of
the line ; he did not show that therc would be
any traflic on it : in fact, he said nothing at all
in its favour ; all he wanted was the money.

Mr. CHUBB: That was shown before when
the House voted the money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : T have no
doubt, as 1 have said, that there will be a line
from Bowen to Townsville some day, but that
time is very far distant. The hon. gentleman
made some allusion to my promising the line to
Bowen, and said that I made it a condition that
unless the coalfield turned out successful it should
not be constructed ; and that at another time I
stated that it would be made whether the coal-
field was successful or not. T never made such a
promise.

Mr., CHUBB : I did not say that. What I
said was that the answer the hon. gentleman
gave me the other day and what the hon.
gentleman said last year were inconsistent.
One makes the success of the coalfield a con-
dition, and the other is given apart from any
question of coal at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member has been long enough in the House to
know that answers to questions do not always
disclose everything that a member would like
to get. He can look over the answers that
I have given on this question, and he will find
nothing of the nature he has mentioned. I
may, however, inform the hon. member that
the Bowen Coal Field has turned out a success ;
that two seams have been gone through, one at
60 feet and the other 72 feet 8 inches ; and I am
told that the coal is of a very superior descrip-
tion. I have not the slightest doubt that
the people of Bowen would even take a
railway there without coal. It does not matter
to them where it is taken so long as the Govern-
ment spend the money, and that was the only
argument advanced by the hon. member in
favour of this motion. I have not the slightest
doubt that some time or other there will be a
coastal railway between Bowen and Townsville.
In travelling over the country in that distriet I
saw that there was not an acre of land fit for
agriculture until we reached Inkermann, The
land there is very good ; but it is all freehold,
and I believe it was purchased at a very mode-
rate price. I do not mean to say there was any-
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thing wrong in the way it was obtained—and
I am making no accusation as to how the land
was acquired-—I only say that it was acquired at
a very moderate rate.

The Hon, Sk T. McILWRAITH :

land are you referring to ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The land
in the neighbourhood of Inkermann, The hon.
member may laugh and jeer if he likes: T
say that the only land along the line, of good
quality, is located near the cattle station called
Inkermann, and I believe that land was acquived
at a very low rate. It would be a very fine
thing for the owners, I know, to have arailway
running through their land to enhance the
value of it, but I do not see my way
clear to malke it. If that land could be thrown
open for settlement, and a large population
settled upon it, there would be some ground
then for building the railway. There ave, as I
have said, only three cattle stations along the
120 miles I travelled between Bowen and Haugh-
ton Gap, and hon. members know what a very
few hands need be employed to look after a few
thousand head of cattle. Yet the hon. member
asks this House to spend £150,000, because it has
been borrowed, to build a railway where no one
is settled, and above all to compete with a rail-
way we have already in existence. If the hon.
member carries this motion all I can tell bhim is
that I shall not continue to be Minister for Works,
No man who would ever sanction such a down-
right swindle on the country could have any
right to oceupy the position of Minister for Works.
I hope hon. members will oppuse this motion.
I have already promised the people of Bowen
that if the coal-mines at this coalfield turn out
successful T will build them a railway there; and
not only there, but I think it should go further
than that—over the range to Bowen Downs,
There would then be some legitimate inland
town, and not an endeavour to carry the line to
where it will benefit no person in existence.

The Hox~. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr.
Speaker,—I am very sorry the Minister for
Works has taken up such an antagonistic posi-
tion to this railway, and he certainly might have
given some better reasons for having done so
than he has given. He has stated that the only
reason given by the hon. member for Bowen for
the making of this railway is to have the money
spent, and he says that is all the people of
Bowen require. I know the people of
Bowen a good deal better than he does,
because I have been oftener there; and I know
the country through which the hon. gentleman
says he has travelled a good deal better than he
does, because T have been oftener there ; and I
believe he is mistaken entirely as to the quality
of the land on that line and as to what the
result of building that railway will be. He says
the people want that line for the purpose of com-
peting with Townsville for the western traffic.
Supposing they did want it for that purpose
and it could be shown that it would be beneficial
if it were made—why should it not be made?
Does the hon. member not recollect that he
passed a railway—whatis called ¢ the direct line
to Warwick”—which is to come into competition
with aline already built and paying very well ;
and that almost every pound of traffic will be
divided with the Warwick line if this line is
built ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is a
different case altogether.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN : That line
will cost also a total amount of at least eight
times the cost of the line now asked for by the
member for Bowen ; and there are twenty or
thirty miles of this direct line to Warwick which

What
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will cost more than the costliest mile on the Main
Range, and portions of that cost £20,000 a mile.
Yet the hon. member gives this as a reason for not
making this Bowen railway, wlien he has actually
himself done what he disapproves of now—if not
by making the railway, by borrowing money for
the purpose. The hon. member says there can
be no close settlement on this line. How many
railways have we made at present in districts in
which there is not much room for close settle-
ment? He objects also that the land which
would be suitable for close settlement on this line
is freehold land. If weare not to make railwaysin
a district unless through land which the Govern-
ment own we shall shortly make no 1more coast
lines, and shall have to make them all into the
interior, though coast lines are just what hon.
members on the other side are most crying out
for—lines in the settled districts, Another objec-
tion the hon. member has raised is that the
coast line should not be made in patches Isnot
that the very thing we are now doing? Are wenot
making it in patchesnow? Wehave one patch from
\[:nybmounh to Bundaberg, and another patch
now about to be made—the plans for the first sec-
tion being passed—between Brisbane and Gympie.
What disadvantage will it be to make another
patch between Bowen and Townsville, with the
intention of carrying it further north ? The hon.
gentleman’s arguments will not bear exami-
nation.  Again, the hon. member for Bowen
has placed the matter in an alternative point
of view. He says he i3 quite willing to take
a line that must be ultimately made, as admitted
by the Minister for Works himself — the line
vid Ayr to Townsville—but that in any case
the first section—Bowen to Haughton Gap—
must necessarily be made, and where can be
the objection to making this first section ?
The objection is in the last stateinent of the
Minister for Works—because there is land there
acquired at what he ecalls a low rate of
purchase. It was acquired, I suppose, at the
current rate of purchase at the time, what-
ever it was—I donot know whether it was10s. or
15s. an acre. What harm, then, was it for the
proprietor to have got it, and why should Bowen
and Townsville be denjed railway communica-
tion because a proprietor on the way had obtained
land at 10s. or 15s. per acre? Could anyone
have advanced a sillier argument? I know the
land from Inkermann to the Burdekin is very
good land indeed, and from the Burdekin
alon" to Townsvillc the land is first-class
la.nd, and for six or eight or ten miles
from Townsville there is first-class country
over four-fifths of the distance. So that in
reality the objection the Minister for Works hasg
raised against the making of this line is no
objection whatever, and should be no objection
in the minds of reasonable men and in the minds
of men who have sanctioned the making of
railways at present forfar less reasons than those
which can be given for this railway. There is
water commumcatlon no doubt, between Bowen
and Townsville, but there is equally water
communication all along the coast; and
hon. members opposite were, I think, the
authors of the idea of a coast line—which
I think myself is a good idea, and one which I
have no doubt future Governments will carry
out as well as the present Government. I will
give my support tothe hon. member for Bowen in
this matter if he goes to a division, not believing
that the line will have to be made to Haughton
Gap, but that the first section will be made, and
then it can be carried on across the Burdekin
towards Ayr, and from Ayr to Townsville.

Mr. MIDGLEY said : My. Speaker,—If the
Government do not regard the carrying of this
motion as a too serious matter, I feel inclined to
vote for it, I think the hon. member for Bowen
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has good and just ground for complaint. I
remember when T first came to this colony,
Bowen was looked upon as a rising, promising,
busy seaport town; and I heard a great deal
about its inland resources and its harbour.
Nearly all the northern towns that came into
existence before or since have been favoured more
or lexs with railway communication, and Bowen
appears to be the only coastal town that has been
so far ignored. I speak feelingly on the subject
of Ministers having control of these matters to an
undue extent, I represent a constituency that
had money voted for the completion of aline seven
years ago ; and I have been subject to no end of
niisrepresentation and trouble and annoyance,
all of which should have fallen on the Minister
for Works, Some people in a constituency, if
their member is free and independent, as the
representative of free and independent electors
ought to be, say, “We do not get what hasbeen
promised, because he is free and independent.”
On_the other hand, if he is a faithful, devoted,
and unquestioning supporter of the Government
they say they do not get it because he is too
submissive and loyal; and between one and
the other it is difficult to Lknow what to
do. When a railway has been approved by
this House, and the money has hbeen bor-
rowed for its construction, 1 think it should
be out of the power of the Minister or Govern-
ment to veto the construction. I do not know
that I should have spoken on this subject, but
that it gives me an opportunity to get into
Hansard what T intend to be a protest against
the misrepresentation to which I have been sub-
jected with regard to a matter of this kind ; and
also to get into Hansard a little conversation I
had with the Minister for Works. 1If I had
brought this matter before the House every time
T have been urged to do so, I should have
been regarded as an intolerable nuisance.
I am glad of this opportunity to say that
in a conversation I had with the Minister
for Works I was assured that this rail-
way of min
gone on with without further delay, and that a
very important railway advocated by a very
important member of this House had to stand
aside until these plans were finished and tenders
called for. T think if the Minister for Works
really wished to do good work in stopping a
needless railway—IL suppose it could not be
stopped now-—he would stop the line from Cook-
town inland. All that has been said against
the Bowen line, from the information I have,
would apply tenfold to that line, I am told
that the money spent on that line will be utterly
wasted, that there is no possibility of it paying
interest or anything else; while here at Bowen
we have a place with a good harbour, and good
inland country. I think after the assurance given
last session, after the money has been voted and
the plans were prepared, the hon. member for
Bowen was fully justified in bringing this matter
before the House.

Mr. NORTON said: Mr. Speaker, — The
motion before the House to-night raises the very
important question how far a Minister is author-
ised te stop, on his own responsibility, work which
this House has ordered to be done. Now, sir, with
regard to this particular line, the inoney was
voted in 1882, and I presume it has been raised
and is now available. Not only that, but when
it was proposed to sanction this line I believe I
was the only member who opposed it. I said at
that time I did not think it was desirable—and
in that I am in agreement with the Minister
for Works—that the House should encourage, or
seem to encourage, the construction of two lines
that would work In opposition one to the other,
But when the question of the line being stopped
altogether is put before the House, then I think
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the House has a right to demand a sufficient
explanation from the Minister for not going on
with it. Some timme ago, if T remember aright,
the Minister for Works said he would not con-
struct that particular line, but would construct
another line from Bowen, which I suppose was
intended to compensate for the loss of this one,
We were led to understand that a line was to be
constructed from Bowen to the Coalfields, the
only official report in connection with which was
that they were burnt out and of no value what-
ever, Now, if the information the Minister has
given us to-day had been available at that time,
it might have been some reason for proposing to
construct that line, but there was nothing at
that time to lead the House to believe that the
Coalfields were of any practical value whatever.
Subsequent borings have led to the discovery of
other beds of coal beneath this coalfield which
are valuable. The Minister for Works, in argua-
ing against expenditure on this line because the
Bowen people wanted the expenditure, appeared
to be arguing against himself, because the only
argument he used, or appeared to use, in favour
of the line to the Coalfields was that as the
Government did not intend to carry out the
Haughton Gap line they would give the people
of Bowen something else. That was the hon.
gentleman’s entire argument, and in talking now
ahout the people there wishing for the expendi-
ture he has condemned the action of the Govern-
ment last session. The question of how fara
Minister is entitled to stop the expenditure of
money which has been authorised by the
House Is a very important one. Supposing the
preseut Ministry wentout of office, leaving behind
them a number of untouched lines which the
House had authorised, and the next Ministry
were to refuse to carry them out, on the very
same grounds which were now urged against the
carrying out of the Haughton Gap line., They
would no doubt get a majority to enable them
to carry out their intention, but it should be
remembered that those same lines had been
authorised by a large majority in the previous
Parliament. Tf that sort of thing were to be
permitted—if one Minister after another could
take proceedings of that kind—it would soon
reduce government to an absurdity. The plan
proposed the other night by the leader of the
Opposition would probably obviate all such

difficulties. If plans of proposed railways were
examined in committee hefore being autho-

rised by the House, any incoming Govern-
ment would be bound to carry them out,
because there would be cvidence that suffi-
cient information had been forthcoming to
show the necessity for them. With regard to
this particular line, I have always objected to it,
and I object to it still, because T believe it would
be of far less advantage to the district than a
line which should join the Northern Railway to
Townsville. 'We have commenced a system of
coast railways, and even the Minister for Works
admits that this line may be carried out when the
coast line is completed as far as Bowen : but it is
a question whether the coast line should be made
continuously from south to north, or whether it
should be constructed in patches. I see no
reason why they should not make it in patches
as occasion might require.  If there is any reason
for the construction of a particular section, why
should it not be carried out? A line from
Townsville to Bowen might be just as useful
to that portion of the country as a line from
Brishane to Gympie would be to this, and if there
isany strong recommendation forits construction
I do not see why it should not be done although
it does happen to be a disconnected portion of
the great coastal route, Another argument of
the Minister for Works, to which I have before
referred, was that it is not right to make one
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line to compete against another existing line.
Jut what about the Drayton and Toowoomba
line—will not that compete with the existing
railway ? We have another instance in Brisbane.
We are extending the line from the teriminus
and Jjoining it on to the Sandgate line at Bowen
Park. Will not those lines compete with each
other ? Will it not also compete with the tram-
way which has now been established? There
may be reasons for bringing the terminus further
into the city, but there can be no reason for
running the line straight on to Bowen Park to
compete with the Sandgate line and the tram-
way ; especially as the tramway is much more
convenient for the public, running along the
main thoroughfare and stopping at every corner
where it is desired it should stop. A similar caseof
competing lines was mentioned by the hon.
member for Townsville. With regard to the
land through which this line is to pass, I may
say that T went through the country about two
years ago, not by the route the Minister for
Works spoke of, but from the Durdekin River
below Ayr to Bowen, and I saw some 100,000
acres of veally first-class agricultural land. If
the Minister for Works went the direct route to
Inkermann he would go a great portion of the way
through forest country which is not fit for agri-
culture ; but it is quite a mistake to say there
is no land in the district fit for agriculture
except immediately in the neighbourhood of
Inkermann. The question now arises-—Should the
fact that theland about Inkermannwasbeing pur-
chased make any difference in the construction of
this railway ? Are we to accept that as a reason
why the Minister for Works should refuse to
carry out the wishes of the House with regard to
any railway? I think it is a great misfortune
that Ministers for Works should know anything
about those matters, because if, as in this case,
there is reason to believe—as I do from the
manner in which the hon. gentleman concluded
his speech—that there is any political feeling in
it, it is likely to lead to bad results—results
which ought not to be allowed or tolerated by
this House. I helieve a great deal of the
land referred to would be taken up and made
use of for agriculture or close settlement if
this line was carried out. I consider that the
people of Bowen have been very harshly used
in regard to this matter, The plans and sections
for this railway have been laid upon the table,
and if the late Ministry had remained in office
they would have asked the House to assent to
the work being carried out—at any rate, the first
thirty miles. I think, myself, the best route
would be from Bowen to Ayr. Tt is a level road
almost the whole of the distance; the only
difficulty is in crossing the Burdekin River ;
but whichever way the line goes it will
have to cross that river, and, I believe,
from there it would go to a point thirteen
or fourteen miles from Townsville, and there join
the present line to Charters Towers. It has
been said that people do not know where
Haughton Gap is, but there is not the slightest
difficulty in finding that out. I am sure the
Minister for Works knows where it is, and that
the Attorney-General knows something about it;
if he does not the Minister for Works can
give him all information respecting it. I shall
feel bound under the circumstances, Mr.
Speaker, to support the motion of the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen—that is, if he presses it to a
division, but I think he will not, as it is evident
that it is to be regarded as a party question. T
would strongly advise him, after it has been dis-
cussed, to withdraw it. I think that is the best
thing he can do, because, after the information
he has given and the discussion that has taken
place, T think further consideration may be given
to the matter.
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The PREMITER said : Mr. Speaker,—There
is something very singular connected with these
plans that I do not think the House understands,
and also something very singular connected with
the circumstances under which they were placed
upon the table of the House. At the commence-
ment of this Parliament—after the then Govern-
ment had been beaten, and knew that they could
do nothing—the hon. member for Port Curtis,
then Minister for Works, laid upon the table
plans and sections — at lcast, certain things
which were described as plans and sections
and book of reference for this line. The papers
are here, sir, and they bear upon the face of
them notes showing that when the hon. gentle-
man laid them on the table he could never even
have seen them. He laid upon the table no plans
atall, but two different sections—tworoutestrying
to get to the same place. Which of them was he
going to ask the House to approveof ? T am
sure I do not know ; and T am also sure that the
hon. member for Bowen dees not know which of
thetwo lines he means toask the House to approve
of.  The fact of laying these plans on the table
was not what it ought to be—an act of distinct
Ministerial responsibility —and that iswhat T wish
particularly to call attention to. Asking Parlia-
ment to approve of any line of railway is an act
which must be done by someone with Ministerial
responsibility. It is a very important act. It
is asking Parliament to agree, in fact, to the ex-
penditure of a large sum of money and to adopt
a particular route, That is a proposition which,
under our theory of government, can be only
made by someone with Ministerial responsibility.
If it were to be allowed that every memmber of the
House could bring forward propositions of that
kind and carry them through, there would be an
end to Ministerial responsibility, and no Govern-
ment could tolerate having Ministerial functions
taken out of their hands in that way. If, for
instance, private members of the House could
undertake to lay down the expenditure that is
to be made in any dircetion without Ministerial
sanction, of course no Government could in
honour hold office under such circumstances.
Indeed, it iz well understood that when a
member proposes to take out of the hands of the
Government a matter that distinetly requires,
according to the theory of government, to be done
with Ministerial responsibility, it is equivalent
to saying that the Government are not worthy
of the confidence of the House. In any case
like this I say the House is entitled to know,
before it is asked to commit itself to any line of
railway, whether it is the best route that can be
selected for the purpose. That is a matter which
it is the business of the Minister to inquire into
before asking the House to assent to it, and the
House is entitled to have the opinion of the
Minister. In the present case, not only was no

information given about the line, but the
hon, gemtleman who laid the plans on
the table did not believe in it. When the

Government were beaten, it was a mere idle
form to lay the papers on the table. The hon.
gentleman had not even opened the bundle from
the Chief Engineer for the Northern district, to
see which of the two plans proposed he intended
to accept. They were received by the Commis-
sioner for Railways on the 7th November, and
Jaid upon the table of this House on the 8th,
without inspection, and without the Minister in
charge of the department having made up his
wind what was the proper thing to do. T am
sure that if he had done so he would not have
placed upon the table two plans inconsistent
with each other. I remember oneoccasion when
that was done before.

The Hox, Sir T. McILWRAITH : T remem-
ber your Government doing it this year. Tt does
not require a long memory for that.

1885—z
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The PREMIER: The case I referto happened
about ten years ago with respect to a little bit of
line about two miles long.

My, SCOTT: And one of the plans was lost
and has never been seen since.

The PREMIER : It was done through inad-
vertence on the part of the Minister, whom no
one would charge with being incompetent.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITH : Which
line was it?

The PREMIER : T forget, but it was a thing
of no consequence at all. I say there has been
no exercise of Ministerial responsibility with
respect to this line at all. As to the merits of
the line, T do not consider it necessary to discuss
that now, T think T have given quite sufficient
reason for opposing the motion. The objection
is insuperable. Of course if hon. members think
that we are incapable of presenting proper rail-
way lines for construction, and are willing to
support the motion of the hon. member for
Bowen and construct a line which nobody has
examined—which nobody has ever seen—which
no Minister has ever asserted is a proper
line to be made—by all means let them do
s0; but it would be a matter of very serious
consequence. One other matter I wish to say a
word or two upon. The hon. member who spoke
last referred to some comments made hy my hon.
colleague, the Minister for Works, as to this
being an alternative line, one portion of which
would compete with the Townsville line. He
said it was analogous to the Valley railway
competing with the tramway. I do not see
any analezy at all. The hon. gentleman’s idea
of competition must be very different from mine.
Talking about competing with tramways, it
might as well be said that railways compete with
bullock-drays or Cobb’s coach ; of course they
do. When a new connecting route is chosen
or an alternative one made, to bring greater
traffic and facilitate settlement in the district,
that is not competition but a very good thing
indeed. The hon. gentleman might say that
opening a new road 1s entering into competition
with the existing one. The main reason I have
given for opposing this motion is that the
railway has never been the subject of any
Ministerial propositiogy, made with Ministerial
responsibility, and therefore it ought not to he
entertained. I am not sanguine enough to think
that hon. gentlemen opposite will support that
proposition when they are out of office, although
they would maintain it when they are in office.
There was another argument used that I do not
think can be accepted, and that was that the
mere fact of one Parliament having intended to
make a railway will prevent any future Parlia-
ments from discussing the same question.

Mr. NORTON : It is not a futwre Parliament 3
it is an individual Minister stopping it that I
object to,

The PREMIER: I do not understand the
hon. gentleman. The railway cannot be made
until this Parliament approves of its being made.
I understand the hon. gentleman to say that
although he disapproves of the railway being
made, yet, because the previous Parliament
approved of it, this Parliament is bound to make
it.  Flis argument means that if it means any-
thing. If this Parliament is not bound to make
it, then hon. gentlemen are free to vote accord-
ing to their consciences in the matter ; unless
this Parliament is bound to exercise no discre-
tion, the hon. gentleman ix bound to vote
against it.

The Hox, Siz T. McILWRAITH said: Mr.
Speaker,—The Premier does not take up a
proper position upon this matter, The position
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is this: In 1882 the then Parlianment voted
£150,000 for a railway from Bowen to Haughton
Gap. They inmediately took action upon that
and borrowed the money for making that line.
They took the additional action of instructing
theiv engineers to survey and forward to
Parliament plans and sections of that rail-
way.. That was done, and when the Government
received these plans and sections they did as they
were in duty bound; they laid them before
Parliament for the purpose of, at some future
time, asking the sanction of Parliament for the
construction of the line according to these plans.
Up to that time their course was perfectly con-
stitutional, In fact, that was the only course
they could pursue. The meaning of the hon.
gentleman’s argument is that, if there be any
chance of the Government being defeated, they
nist not even take the responsibility of lay-
ing a paper on the table of the House. Their
responsibility is gone ; there must be somebody
else—the future Premier—who is to take action
at that stage. The contention of the hon.
gentleman is absurd. We did our duty up to
the last day we were in power, and among
the duties forced upon us was that of lay-
ing before Parliament the plans of the first
section of that railway. The hon. gentleman
tells us that we did it in such a hurry that we
sent forward the packet from the Northern
Iingineer, and put it upon the table without
investigation. Thatis just the kind of argument
that the hon. gentleman indulges in when the
gentleman who can reply to it, from his own
personal knowledge, has not the opportunity of
speaking. I can tell the hon. gentleman, upon
the face of those papers, that he has made a
gross blunder. He said there was no plan what-
ever laid upon the table. There is a plan.

The PREMIER : That is a section, not a
plan. There is nothing to show where the line
-goes to.

The Hon. S1r T. MoTLWRAITH: Cannot the
hon, gentleman tell the difference hetween a
plan and a section? Thisis a plan of the line
for thirty miles. Bless my soul! has the hon.
gentleman no knowledge whatever ? Does henot
know the difference between a plan and a section ?
Takingitas I read thetitle sent by the ** Engineer-
in-Chief, Queensland Railways, Central " and
Northern Division, Bowen to Haughton Gap Par-
lianientary plan, 0 milesto 30miles.” Anotherone
is called by Mr. Willoughby Hannam, “Queens-
land Railways,Bowen to Haughton Gap, Parlia-
mentary section.” There are two sections for the
thirty miles, and there is a plan exactly in the
form that they have always been iaid before the
House. Surely the hon. gentleman has heen
talking simple nonsense ! These are the regular
plans and sections, done in the same way as we
have always had them laid upon the table.
With' regard to the argument used by the
Premier, that the hon. member for Port Curtis
had taken up & very extraordinary position in
saying that we are to vevise the action of a
past Parliament, he pubs the matter wrongly
altogether, and tries to put the hon. member
wrong also. I say that it is perfectly competent
for us to revise what a past Parliament has done.
I think it would be a great pity, if we made a
blunder, that a future Parliament, and perhaps
a better Parliament, should have no means of
rectifying it. I do not think we are bound,
without option, by what our predecessors have
done. But there is a proper and constitutional
course of getting away from a resolution we have
come to, and the hon. gentleman had a precedent
before him. We once passed a railway up the
Main Range, and afterwards we obtained a better
knowledge of the subject, and asked Parliainent
to reconsider its decision, and Parliament did
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reconsider it, and came to the conclusion that
they should not build that railway. That is the
proper business-like cowrse ; and what is done by
the Minister for Works here ? He has come to
the conclusion that it is a good Parliamentary
dodge not to make thizs line from Bowen to
Haughton Gap.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : We do not
know it at all.

The Hox. Sir T. McILWRAITH : The hon.
gentleman has never done anything else but
exageerate since I have known him.  In a very
characteristic speech he made this afternoon—
and he is accustomed to make these short,
little, sharp, unmeaning speeches—he rather
went beyond himself : he said, in a very
exaggerated and hasty way, that there was
nohody in the district who knew anything about
Haughton Gap. He could not find it. That is
one of the humorous exaggerations of the hon.
gentleman. People, when they are talking
business, call them by a very different and much
plainer term. But the House is accustomed to
this term “ exaggeration,” so we passit over. He
told us that the country from Haunghton Gap to
Bowen is worthless, and in the same Dbreath he
said he went over it when it was covered
with water. He ought to be a good judge upon
that point. I remember the newspaper accounts
of his visit. He went over it so fast that deputa-
tions were not able to overtake him until
he reached Bowen. The Minister for Works
must be a smart man to “lick” a deputation
who are anxious to secure a railway in the
distriet, as the Bowen people are, and justly so.
Then he went further than that, and told
us that there was mno good land on the,
Burdekin., That wasnews to me, because I have
heard the hon. gentleman and his colleagues
referring to the wonderful lands up there
that were obtained at such an insufficient price.
T have never seen better land anywhere than I
have seen upon the Burdekin. If this Govern-
ment had only left that land alone it would have
been developed in a way that would have caused
a smile to spread over the faces of busincss men,
not only in Bowen but in Townsville. I will
guarantee that there is no finer land for sugar-
growing than thereis in the neighbourhood of
Ayr, and from thére to the sea-coast.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They have
all water carriage.

The Hox, Stz T. McILWRATITH : The hon.
gentleman is nothing if not inconsistent. I re-
member how he commenced his political career.
He made one speech, and that was upon a rail-
way that was made where there was water car-
ringe. He was made a Great Liberal because he
advocated the railway from Ipswich to Brisbane.
That was the only thing he ever did in those
days. He stuck to the party that wanted this
railway when the great point against it was that
Ipswich was in direct communication with the
metropolis by water. Then how does that argu-
ment strengthen the position of the hon. gentle-
man ? Thereis nothing whatever in an argument
of that kind. The hon. gentleman has made up
his mind on this matter—he does not object
to the railway from Bowen to Haughton Gap
in itself, but he is determined—for private
reasons—not to allow that line to be con-
structed, and he put on the HEstimates for
last year a line from Bowen to the Coal-
fields.” Whether those coalfields are west, north,
or south, we nsver could get out of him, and
he has been ever since searching for them and
putting telegrams in the papers showing their
siiceess.  Coal might be got up there, and if so
there would be some justification for putting
this line on the Estimates last year, The fact,
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however, is that the hon, member has no inten-
tion of making the line from Bowen to the Coal-
fields any more than he has of making the line
from Bowen to Haughton Gap. The only thing
he wished to do was to swell the suun put down
for the North, and to place the amount for
this line on the Estimates so that he might

have the moner to spend in the South. That
iy what he is doing. The money has
already been borrowed for the Haughton

Gap line and has been spent or is being
gspent in some other way. The hon. member
for Port Curtis or some other hon., member
seemed to be under the impression that the money
was lying in the bank to the credit of that line,
but it is not; it has gone to sowe other part of
the colony. I think the action all through with
regard to this railway is discreditable to the
Government, and I believe they will find that it
will be subversive of our credit. If we borrow
money on the credit of having thoroughly made
up our minds what public works we are to carry
out, and then apply the money in another way,
what will capitalists think of us? This line is
one of the public works that we had made up
our minds to carry out. It was discussed and
approved of by every member on this side of
the House. The hon. member might say that we
passed those Istimates in the same manner as
the Estimates of the ten-million loan were passed ;
but we did nothing of the kind. I remember that
the hon. member for Port Curtis objected to this
line, and he was the ouly one who did object to
it. The Premier and every one on his side of
the House supported it, and the Minister for
Works was present and said nothing against it.
To show that this line was universally approved
by that side of the House, T would point out that
the railway that passed the committee previous
tothe Bowen line was thorourhly discussed ; that
was the Springsure line, which the Minister for
Lands has described as a swindle. It was
discussed by the Premier and the Minister
for Works, and the Haughton Gap line was the
next one passed by the committes. Well now,
the Springsure line has been proceeded with by
the GGovernment, in order to get a seat for the
Minister for Laneds. The contract has been let,
and the line is now in course of construction.
Yet another line, of which they have approved,
is passed by on the fiat of the Minister for Works,
He says it shall not be built.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You are
quite right.

The Hox. Stz T. McILWRAITH : T know
perfectly well that the Minister for Works is
stupid and obstinate enough for anything I
thoroughly believe the hon. gentleman will never
make the line as long as he is in office, and that it
would he better for the country and perhaps for
his party if he were not there long.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will not
take a leaf out of your book.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITH : It would
be a great deal better for the hon. gentleman if he
had the good sense to read the text of it andmalke
the application. The hon. member for Fassifern,
in speaking on this question, intimated that if
the matter was not regarded as a very serious
one by the Government and as one that would
jeopardise their position, he would like to
support the motion of the hon. member for
Bowen., Such a pitiful wail as that ought, T
think, to receive some sort of consideration from
the Government. [ know the Premier will give
way for once—I could not stand it myself—and
let the hon. member do as he likes. T could
sce the colleagne of the Premier wince
when the hon. member for Fassifern applied
the doctrine of the Bowen and Haughton
Gap Railway to the Cooktown Railway, and
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how evidently annoyed he was as he thought,
“Tere is one of our prinecipal supporters actually
saying that it is a great mistake to go on with
the Cooktown and Maytown Railway.” T have
no donbt this will be remnembered by the Opposi-
tion, and that they will have it made known in
big letters all over the Cook district at the next
election. It is perfectly well known that the
member for Tassifern does express whatever
common sense there is on the other side of the
House.

Mr. SHERIDAN said: My, Speaker,—Before
this discussion closes, I wish to say one or two
words. The hon, member for Bowen, in the
very able speech he made in introducing this
motion, enumerated a great nnber of railways,
and amongst others he spoke of the Maryborough
and Urangan Railway. T merely wish to observe
that that line is entirely a private undertaking,
and in no way whatever, either directly or
indirectly, can it be brought to bear on the
subject at present under discussion.

The MINISTER FTOR LANDS (Hon. C. B.
Dutton) said : Mr. Speaker,—The hon, gentle-
nien on the other side of the Fouse who have
advocated this Bowen Railway have never
attempted to show or venture to express a belief
that it will be a paying line in time, or, at all
events, within a reasonable time, There has
been no attempt to show that. Upon what
principle has the appeal—this ad misericordiamn
appeal on behalf of the people of Bowen being
made to the House that this line should be
started —been grounded ?  Why, that it is neces-
sary in order to preserve the town from extine-
tion. And why 13it in such a condition? Be-
cause it has no back country worth anything,
and the people have only the Government
expenditure to live on! It is for no other pur-
pose than for that one thing that the construc-
tion of thisline ix desired. Whether a railway
should be carried out simply for the purpose
of keeping the town alive is, I think, a ques-
tion which this House wight seriously con-
sider. The hon. mewber for Mulgrave has com-
pared this Bowen line with the Springsure
Railway. But they are not parallel cases.
One is a feeder of a great trunk line carried to a
small centre of population and into a rich dis-
trict, but the other does not appear to go any-
where at all. Tt will simply go along the
coast line for the purpose, at some future tine,
of connecting the whole of the coast towns by
railway from DBrishane to the North. But 1if
that is an object it is desirable to attain, what
is the use of commencing at the further end before
we commence at this end ? 1t would be perfectly
useless ; and if that line is to be of value it can be
carried on and extended gradually from the point
of ¢omnmencement in Brisbane, The line asked for
will be of no practical value either to the people
in that district or to the country generally.
The hon. member for Fassifern, in expressing his
doubts as to the way in which he would vote
upon this question, referred to the Cooktown line,
and said he believed it was a valueless one inas-
much as it has never paid anything at all; but
surely it can be no reason why, because one
line of that kind has been started, that
system should be extended by building a line
to a place which nobody can tell anything
about.  But I do not say that the Cooktown line
is in the same position. It certainly goes back
to a place where there are large diggings and
where a number of diggers are at work, and where
there may be still much prosperity achieved
from digging pursuits, though I understand
that at present they are not ina very hopeful
position. The member for Townsville, in
speaking of the character of the lands through
which this line would pass, said it was o
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matter of no consideration whether the land
through which the line was carried was in the
hands of the Government or of private indivi-
duals. I say it is a matter of very material
consideration to the country generally. In the
one case the construction of the line would
enhance the value of the land for the people
of the country generally, and in the other
it would enhance the value of the land
for a few private individuals. T do not say
that is a reason why the line should not
be built, but it will be a better reason
for the construction of the line if it enhances
the value of the lands for the State generally.
The objection raised by the Minister for Works
that this line, if constructed, will compete with a
line already in existence, appears to me to be
unanswerable. The only object the people of
Bowen appear to have in view—and there can
only be that one object—is that they wish to
compete with Townsville for the trade of the
western country. Whether they will succeed or
not is a matter of question, but I maintain that
the attempt to do it is absolute folly. The hon.
member for Townsville also said it would com-
pete with the steamer traffic. I do not consider
that a good argument.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN :
used such an argument.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I under-
stood the hon. gentleman to use that as an argu-
ment to justify the construction of that line,

Mr. NORTON : Your own colleague used that
argument.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon,
member is quite wrong there. He did nothing of
the kind. T think he referred to it as an argu-
ment used by the hon. member for Bowen,
pointing out that it was an argument that
could not be muintained seriously for a moment.
In his estimate of the quality of the land through
which this line would pass I think the Minister
for Works was pretty correct. From all the
information I have been able to gather from land
commissioners and Crown lands rangers the land
would appear to be pretty much of the character
he has stated. There is valuable land in narrow
strips along the river, and the only place where
there is any quantity of good land is at Inker-
mann. A great deal of the land there is very good
land indeed; but the majority of the land
through which theline passes isvery poor country,
somewhat similar to the country on the Fitzroy—
a poor cold clay. The land about Inkermann is
as good as any land in the colony, but we know
that it is already in the hands of private people,
and it would not be nearly as advantageous to
build the railway under these circumstances as
if the land at Inkermann was in the hands of the
Government. I only hope that the House will
express by their vote their dissent from any
such proposition as this.

The PREMIER said: I xise, sir, to make
an explanation, I stated that there were two
plans laid on the table of the House in con-
nection with the railway, but, since I have
heard what the hon. member for Mulgrave has
said, I have inquired and find I made a mistake.
I was misled by the book of reference which
refers to an alternative route. As I made the
mistake, T think it right to take this opportunity
of correcting it.

Mr. CHUBB, in reply, said: It is quite
evident, after the remarks of the Premier, and
especially of the hon. gentleman at the head of
the Works Department, that this motion, if put
to a division, will be treated as a party one. I
see the thing so plainly that I do not intend
to be so unwise as to push matters to that
extremity. My intention, therefore, is to with-
draw the motion, but before doing so I

T never
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wish to refer to one or two remarks made
by speakers on the other side of the House, The
Minister for Lands is quite incorrect in the
remarks he made in reference to the arguments
used on this side of the House, In the first
place, T never laid it down at _all that a railway
from Bowen towards Townsville wonld be able
to compete with the steamer traffic. What I
did say was, that the Minister for Works used as
an grgument against the making of that railway
that the people of Bowen had water communica-
tion already with Townsville, and it was therefore
absurd that they should ask for railway cowmmuni-
cation, and on that T asked whether that was con-
sistent with his advocating the building of a line
from Brisbane to Gympie, where water communi-
cation could also be made use of. I said that his
argument on that point was unsound and could
have no effect. 1 was rather surprised to hear
the hon. the Minister for Lands speak in reference
to the Springsure Railway as he did just now.
This is the first time that hon. gentleman has
justified his action in that matter. If the hon.
gentleman hasbeen correctly reported in the Press,
he described that railway as a “gross political
job.” I said, and I repeat, that if the Minister
for Lands was correctly reported by the public
Press when he went before his constituents
to ask them for a seat in the House, he stigma-
tised the Springsure Railway as a gross political
job, and said he would oppose it. When he
went back for re-election, as Minister for
Lands, he said he would support the railway
being made on two grounds—first, that because it
had been approved by the House people had been
induced to speculate in land in that neighbour-
hood 5 and, secondly, that when the House had
approved of a work it was only just that it should
be earried out. I am surprised at the hon. gentle-
man having the hardihood to stand here to-
day and oppose the railway I am asking for
when he acted in such a way with regard to
the Springsure Railway. The hon. gentleman also
said that this was a railway a great part of which
would go through private property, and that it
was not vight to make railways through private
property. DBut the Springsure line goes nearly
every inch of the way through private property,
and so do many of the lines that were
approved last session. Again, that hon. gentle-
man said it was not right to build a railway
which would compete with a railway already
in existence. I have already pointed ouf,
and I will point out again, that a line
by way of Ayr would not compete with the
line to Charters Towers, for it s a coast line
connecting Bowen with Townsville. Then the
Minister for Lands said the leader of the Oppo-
sition had contrasted the Springsure Railway
with the railway from Bowen to Haughton Gap.
But that hon. gentleman did nothing of the
kind. What he did contrast was, the conduct
of the Government with regard to the Spring-
sure Railway, and their conduct with regard
to this railway—carrying out one work
which they had voted against but which
was sanctioned by the House, and refusing to
carry out another to which they assented, or at
least did not oppose in any way, and which was
also sanctioned by the House. I was much
obliged to the hon. member for Fassifern for the
amount of sympathy he showed in this matter.
That hon. gentleman sald in plain words that
he would vote for my motion were it not
that he thought the position of the Govern-

ment might be jeopardised. In other words, he
was prepared to vote for justice to the constitu-
ency that T represent, were it not that it might
damage the Government. I believe T have the
sympathy of a good many more hon. members on
i that side whose mouths are closed in consequence
] of thismatter having been made a party question,
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As T see no chance whatever of being ableto carry
it at the present time, I ask leave of the House
to withdraw the motion.

Motion withdrawn accordingly.

MESSAGE FROM LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER informed the House that he
bad received a message from the Legislative
Couneil, returning the Marsupials Destruction
Act Continuation Bill with an amendment, to
which they requested the concurrence of the
Legislative AssemDbly.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the message
was ordered to be taken into consideration on
Tuesday next.

PACIFICISLANDERS EMPLOYERSCOM-
PENSATION BILL—CONSIDERATION
OF COUNCIL’S AMENDMENT.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker
left the chair, and the House went into Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider the Legislative
Council’s amendment in this Bill,

The PREMIER said the only amendment
made by the Council was the insertion of the
words ““except as hereinafter provided ” in the 6th
clause. It might be suggested that some of the
damages contemplated in the 3rd paragraph of
that clause were to some extent of a prospective
character, as they would relate to the whole
period during which the labourers would have
remained in the service of the employers., The
amendment appeared to eontemplate a subse-
quent modification of some principle in the Bill,
but as no such modification appeared he saw no
objection to the amendment being agreed to.
He moved that the Legislative Council’s amend-
ment be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Cralr-
MAN left the chair, and reported the resolution
to the House; the report was adopted, and a
message ordered to be transmitted to the Legis-
lative Council intimating that the Iouse had
agreed to their amendment.,

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS BILL—LEGIS-
LATIVE COUNCIL’S AMENDMENTS.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker
left the chair, and the House went into Com-
mittee to consider the amendments of the
Legislative Council in this Bill.

The PREMIER said the Bill was introduced
by the Government at the earliest day of the
wession with the object of cnabling the elections
to take place as soon as possible, and it passed
through that House without any amendment. It
provided that for the purpose of getting electoral
rolls for the new electorates the existing rolls
should be taken, and the names should be divided
according to the situation of the place where
the qualification arose. It might of course
happen that in a few cases, where people
were just on the border of two districts,
they might be entitled, from different quali-
fications, to a vote in each district. It was
not thought desirable to delay the elec-
tions for the purposc of enabling entirely fresh
rolls to be compiled, and therefore the provisions
he had inentioned were adopted. The Legislative
Council, for the purpose of benefiting those few
people—there certainly would be very few—had
proposed a scheme which would allow over 3,000
people in each instance to ¢laim to be put on the
rolly, and which provided for no steps whatever
being taken to check the lona fides of those
claims.  He was not prepared to ask the Com-
mittee to agree to any scheme of that kind—a
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scheme so ernde that it could not commend itself
to any hon. member. He did not see that any
injustice would be done to anyone by the Bill as
it stood ; and he thought it would be a pity to
delay the elections for the purpose of providing
for the few persons who would be affected by
the amendment. The scheme proposed by the
Legislative Council was—

“"Any registered voter who, atthe time of the passing

of this Act, is po sed of (ualifications as a voter in
both divisions of either of the divided elcctorates may,
at any thne prior to the holding of the tirst revision
court for such elestoral district, lodge a claim to he
placed on the electoral list of the new electoral distriet
for which he is not already registered as an clector,
and such application shall be received by the clerk of
petty scssions for the district and entered inthe supple-
mentary list aforesaid.”
That claim would be dealt with, without any
provision being made for publishing lists of those
persons, or for objections being made to them.
None of the precautions that were ordinarily
talen would be adopted to prevent the stuffing
of the electoral rolls, In fact it would be roll-
stuffing made easy. If it was intended to allow
additional claims to be added, then the ordinary
provisions should be adopted for publishing the
lists, and for objections being made and deter-
mined in the ordinary way ; and while that was
going on provisions should also be made to allow
other claims by persons not now on the roll to
come in, of which he believed there were a great
many in each electoral district. Under those
circumstances he moved that the amendments of
the Legislative Council be disagreed to, and the
reasons he proposed to offer were these :—

Beeause they would allow of the addition of names on
the elcctoral rolls, without any provision for the pre-
vention-or detection of false or unfounded claims.

Becuause it is not desirable that claims to be inserted
on an eleatoral roll should be allowed, without the
names of the claimants being publicly notified, and
full opportunity being given for lodging objections to
such claims as mnay be unfounded.

Because the small mumber of persons who would
really be entitled to have their names inscrted in both
rolls, does not warrant the delay in bringing the Act
into operation, which would be necessarily caused by a
proper seheame of dealing with new claims.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITIH said he
did not understand the argument of the hon. the
Premier upon the point that had been raised.
The hon. gentleman stated that the amendment
proposed by the other Chamber might have the
effect of adding 3,000 people to the roll. He did
not think that was the intention, nor did he
think it would be the effect. What was aimed
at was, to put the electoral rolls of the two
subdivided districts of Townsville—namely, the
distriet of Townsville and the proposed district
of Musgrave—into the same position, so far as
the electoral rolls were concerned, as they would
have been had the district been subdivided a
year ago in the way that the Bill now pro-
posed to subdivide it. That was, that if certain
people, for instance, resident in Towns-
ville, were on the Townsville roll according
to the present Act, on account of the residence
qualification, at the same time they might be
cuite entitled to be on the new proposed Mus-
grave roll on account of property qualification,
He would point out that if the division had
taken place a year ago those people would have
been on the roll, and why should they be left off
it?  As a matter of fact, they would be put on
the roll as soon as the nsual courts were held by
which they would be enabled to do so. He
did not think that the smallness of the
number of people affected the argument at all.
They wanted to get the rolls made up both for
the Townsville and the Musgrave electorates, so
that the people who were actually entitled to
vote should have votes for those districts. The
hon. gentleman must see at once that if they
were divided according to the systemn that he
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proposed it would necessarily confine a certain
numnber of men to one vote in one district,
whereas, if the Bill had been passed pre-
viously, they would have been entitled to two.
Why depme those men of their votes? He
thought it was only fair that a man should have
his vote, and no single argument could be used
against it. There mlf_;ht e something in the
arguments that the elections would be deferved
by adopting the amendment, but he did not
think delay necessary at all. W hy should those
who were now on the rolls not be allowed to
remain on for both places, and why should the
court say, * You mubt vote for Townsville alone
during this election,” whereas had the electorates
been cstablished & few months ago a man would
have been entitled to vote for both electorates ?
They would certainly be doing an injustice if
some such amendment was not accepted, because
they would be depriving men of a right that
they certainly had before the roll was “div ided.
They had a right to vote for a member for the
whole district as it was now constituted, and the
House was now ’mlmlg away a portion of that
right, and saying, “* Youwill vote for Townsville
or \Imgrave ‘a,lonn, as the case might be. \Vhy
should a revision court not be authorised to give
a right that a number of electors actually feld
at the present time ?

The PREMIER said he was afraid the hon,
gentleman had not done him the honour of
Dstening to his arguments, The case of Towns-
ville was the only one worth consideration,
because very few electors of Mitchell would be
placed in the position of being deprived of
their rights. But there were a few people
who had property in Musgrave and lived
in Townsville, or wice wversd. At the present
time those electors had one vote. By the Lill
they would have three ; but there were a few who
would only get two. \ow, for the sake of giving
every man his three votes, was it worth while
delaying the election? A great deal might be
said in favour of doing so, but his arguinent, he
thought, was unanswerable, and that was that if
they allowed people to make claims to be put
upon the electoral rolls they must also allow their
claims to be objected to in the ordinary way.
As the clause stood now with the aniendment,
every one of the electors of Townsville now on the
roll-—some 3,500 in number—might make a claim
to be put upon both rolls. A great many had no
such right ; but all persons might claim, and there
would be no opportunity of investigating or
checking the claims. A person would simiply
come forward, putin a claim, and his name would
be put upon the roll, with no provision for
objecting, no publication of the list, and no check
of any kind whatever. There was no way
of finding out whether a man had any
qualification, because he might put in his
claim up to the last mowment the court sat.
A more admirable scheme for stutfing rolls he
had never heard of. If the amendment was to
be adopted the elections must simply wait until
proper lists were made out and proper objections
sent in.  Clajms must be in, the lists must be
published, provision must be made for objec-
tious, the court must deal with the objections,
and, finally, there must be the compilation of the
rolls. Now, if that was desired let it be under-
stood that the elections were to be put off untit
the compiling of the annual rolls in December or
January, and while they were doing that they
must also give those persons who were not on the
volls at the present time an opportunity of
getting their names on,  Why should persons
who were nob on the rolls at the present time not
have as good an opportunity of getting on them as
those persons whose names would be on one roll
and not on the other? The system proposed was
entirely defective—defective because it did not
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provide against frawd—defective because it dealt
with an extremely limited class of persons. The
Committee really had to consider between adopt-
ing the amendment with a great number of con-
suumntlal amendments and consequent delay in
the elections, or adopting the Bill as it pa=sed that
Chamber. He understood that the general wish
of the constituencies and the House was thab
the Bill should come into operation at once, but
if the amendment were carried it certainly could
do no such thing,

The Hox. Sz T. McILWRATITH said the
whole of the argument of the hon. member was
directed towards the phraseology used in the
amendment. He had not the slightest doubt
that it was not intended that a simple application
should have the effect of getting a name on either
roll. The amendment read— )
i=tered voter who. at the time of the passing
possessed of gualilications as a voter in
sions of cither of the divided electorates may,
at any thne prior to the holding of the first rovision
court for such electoral dists lodge a claim to he
pla on the clestoral 1ist of thc new clectoral district
for which he is not already registerid as an elector, and
sueh application shall he recely the clerk ot wtty
ons for the district and entercd in the supplemen-
list aforesaid.”

Of course, there would have to be some way of
proving the qualification, and it ought to be
proved by the revision court. A cout ought to
be appointed whese duty it would be to check
the applications, but that ought not to involve
any considerable delay. l’elmnally he thought
thé eleetions ought to be conducted as nmlly as
possible on the rolls us they existed. 1f they sepa-
rated the rolls, as provided for by the Bill that had
passed that Chamber, they would be depriving
certain voters in the Towngville clectorate of
their right to vote in Musgrave, and vive versd.,
They would have in the separated rolls two dis
tinet rolls, and although the same pames would
appear they would deprive certain electors of a
portion of their qualification. That was an
injustice that ought to be remedied, and, in fact,
would be remedied in time — when the next
annual revision took place. He thought the
(Lmundmunt was open to the objection macle by
the Preniier—that the application was only to be
made to the clerk of petty sessions. That ought
to be amended, and the names ought to go on the
sapplementary roll untii after it passed the revi-
sion court, e thought the court ought to be
‘ﬂyle to adjudicate w lthontwnm'v thlou"h the usual
routine of exposing the names in order that
objections might be made. Tor instance, a man
in Townsville having a property qualification for
Musgrave should be put on the Musgra.ve roll on
proving his qualification, and wice ver The
effect then would be that the new 10110 would
fairly represent the position of the roll in
existence at the present time, but the subdivision
of the names would not, because it would deprive
men who had a right to vote in both electorates
of the privilege of voting in more than the one.

The PREMIER said that injustice would be
done in a few cases, but he did not suppose there
were {ifty altogether, and possibly there were
many less than that number, 1f the scheme pro-
pused by the amendment were adopted it should
be with proper supervision, be(,nuse at least as
wuch care should be talen inregard o the compila-
tionof the electoralroll, with a view to an immedi-
ate election, as when claims were made without
a view to an inmediate election. New rolls
could not be completed before November at the
earliext, snd it was a question between getting
perfect rolls and waiting till that time, or hold-
g clections under the existing rolls. If the
Government had proposed an elaborate scheme
for the compilation of complete rolls, they might
justly have been accused of putting olf the election
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for additional members as long as possible,
but the Government brought in a Bill at the
earliest possible noment which would enable
the elections to take place at the earliest
possible time.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
whole thing could be done within the limit of
subsection 1 of clause 5, which provided that the
Government could notify the time, which must
not be less than fourteen days nor more than
two months after the passing of the Act, for hold-
ingthe revision courts. It could all be done within
two months, and if hon, gentlemen would turn
to subsection (y) they would find provision was
made for objections being taken. And why
could they not be taken to the supplementary
list as well as to the other?

The PREMTIR : Because there is no pro-
vision for anything of that kind. .

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : There is
the same provision.

The PREMIER: No. That supplementary
list was published last July,

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
subsection to which he alluded provided that a
cowrt should inguire into and adjudicate upon
all objections duly made to persons whose
names  were on the quarterly and supple-
mentary lists, and should expunge the names
if any objection was substantiated. How
was that objection to get before the cowrt,
if a similar objection to the supplementary list
could not get before it in the same way? He
was prepared to admit that some precautions
would have to be taken against names appearing
upon the supplementary list which should not be
there; at the smme time they should provide
against injustice being done to any person. That
remark applied to Mitchell as well as to the
Townsville clectorate.  In either case there
were a good few people who had a right
to vote in both electorates.  As to the delay, he
thought it scarcely likely, unless the elections
were indecently hurried, that the moember for
Mitchell would take his seat by the end of the
segsion, unless it was going to be protracted.
Neither did he see how the meniber for Musgrave
could take his seat within that time, though it
was possible the member for Townsville might
do so. Musgrave, Mitchell, aud Barcoo must
have a longer period between the days of
nomination and election than Townsville, and if
they allowed only half the period which was the
limit in subsection1—that wasone month instead
of two—for the holding of the court, and after
that the Spealker issued his writ, and hetween the
duys of nomination and election another month
clapsed, that would bring them to the end of the
sesslon—at least he hoped so, and he thought the
Premicr and the Colonial Treasurer hoped so too.
Therefore, as far as delay was concerned, the
amendment would only affcet the member for
Townsville ; and though he should like to have a
colleague, he should like him to represent all the
people of Townsville.  And the thing could be
done without any more delay than he had stated.

The PREMIER said the scheme proposed by
the Bill was that the new rolls should he made
from the existing roll and the quavterly list
compiled in July. Under the Electoral Rolls Act
a list of claimants was made up in July and
dealt with by the revision court. A period of
three months was ordinarily allowed to elapse
between the time the names were placed on the
list and the time at which objections were adjudi-
cated upon, but the Bill provided that the July
st should be used in making up the voll for the
new elections.  According to the scheme of the
Legislative Conncll, claiins could be sent in up to
the day the revision court sat. A supplementary
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list was mentioned, but there were no provisions
for making or publishing it or for allowing any-
one to see it. That was the alternative to the
scheme proposed by the Government; but the
proper way would have been to allow a certain
time after the passing of the Act within which
persons might send in their claims to be placed
on the rolls for the new electorates; to provide
for a court to deal with those claims ; to make out
lists to allow of objections being sent in; and
to provide for a court of revision which should
make up the roll. That would have been the
proper way to make the rolls complete; but
that was not the scheme adopted by the Govern-
ment, and the reason why the Government
took the existing rolls as the basis was simply
in order that the new members might take their
seats during the present session. If the Com-
mittee desired that delay should take place, the
Government would be perfectly sutisfied, because
they had no burning desire for the assistance of
the new members at present; but they did
desire to give additional representation to the
clectorates in question as soon as possible.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said it was
impossible for the members for Barcoo, Mit-
chell, and Musgrave to take their seats much
before the end of the session, no matter how it
was worked. It was easy enough for the
member for Townsville to take his seat. The
clectorate was very small and the claimants were
known to the justices, who would adjudicate.
They would all be property holders who would
be more or less known to the justices. So that,
Le thought, an exception might be made in the
case of Townsville, at any rate. He hoped the
hon. gentleman would provide a scheme which
would allow Townsville to be represented before
the end of the session, and, at the same time,
prevent any unfair play with regard to the
electoral rolls.

The PREMIER said it was merely a question
of choice between two evils. If there was no
objection to the election being put off for a few
months he would bring in an amendment pro-
viding for a complete revision of the lists. 1If it
was desired that the election should take place
soon they could reject the amendment. The
(Government were indifferent in the matter.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: The only
election that can take place is Townsville.

The PREMIKR said he was sorry the hon.
member for Mitchell was not present, because
he would like to have heard what that hon. gentle-
man had to say. If hon. gentlemen would
prefer that the elections should be deferred until
the rolls could be compiled they could have it
s0. But the Council’s amendments would not
be what were wanted. The necessary amend-
ments would cover about a page. Hon. gentle-
men would now surely understand the position.
It was simply a question of delay.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITH said he
admitted that it was stmply a question of delay.
If a claimant wished to get on both rolls he
ought to be obliged to give the same notice as if he
had been a claimant for the first time. But that
was a perfectly different case altogether. They
divided an electorate into two portions, and
certain of the electors, if the electorate had been
divided, would have been entitled to a vote in
both. In dividing the electorate so as to get the
voting power for each district, according to the
way in which the roll last left the revision court,
it was clear that certain men upon that roll
ought to have a vote for both and others
would have a vote for only one. They could
not certainly represent the old roll upon the new
one, unless they gave some men a vote for
both districts,  They wanted o place them in
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exactly the same position as if separate rolls had
been made out for each district. He did not see
that it came in ill that they should take in the
claims of new men.
in up to the last court, and had thus run the
gauntlet of the exposure to public comment as to
whether they were entitled to be put upon the
roll or not. The only thing was, were they
entitled to be put upon both? = The court
referred to in clause 5 was quite competent to
deal with that question. In addition to deciding
which of the voters should be in Townsville and
which in Musgrave, they wished to give them
the privilege of saying whether a certain number
should not have a vote in both. The claimants
who asked for a vote in both should state dis-
tinctly what their claims were. Theyshould state,
for instance, that they had property in Musgrave
and resided in Townsville. The court would
then have two things before it: it would have
the electoral roll as it existed now, and it would
have the claims of certain parties who claimed
to represent both parts of the district.
The same machinery that was provided for
deciding which should be in Townsville and
which in Musgrave could be used to decide
whether a person had a vote for both, If it did
not appear clear to the court, upon the applica-
tion originally sent in, whether the qualification
appeared in Townsville or the Musgrave district,
it conld call evidence in the same way that it
could call evidence to see whether a claimant had
a right to have a vote in both ; so that he could
not see that there was any occasion for the
slightest delay. As the hon. gentleman had
said, there could only be a few men
who would be affected; but that did not
affect the argument, because to do an in-
justice to fifty voters was to do an injustice to
the whole colony. Fifty voters might turn an
election. But, at all events, it was an injustice ;
and the object of the amendment was to put the
new rolls upon exactly the saine basis as the old
ones, He found that there was a fault in the
machinery —they had not provided that the
supplementary lists should be made up by the
clerk of petty sessions. But there was no need
for it. They had all run the gauntlet of the
revision court and proved their cases,

The PREMIER : Without any objection ?

The Hox. Sk T. McILWRAITH asked
what objection was wanted? They simply sent
in a claim and the court adjudicated upon the
evidence brought before it.

The PREMIIR sald that was rather too
risky. They never allowed a man to make a
claim without anybody being there to see that it
was bond fide. He was not going to ask the
Committee to do it. The hon. gentleman
said it only applied to pewsons already upon
the roll. Fvery one upon the roll — 3,500
persons—could send in claims.  If they were
all honest there would Dhe nothing in it
but when they were dealing with compiling
electoral rolls they had to deal with persons who
were not honest, and when there were 3,500
names that might be made use of for the purpose
of making fictitious claims they should be eareful.
He was disposed to think, upon the whole,
as the hon. member for Townsville seemed to
think, that if there would be no practical loss by
the delay caused by waiting to compile complete
rolls they might as well be complete while they
were ab it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said it would
Je an injustice to the district of Mitchell, which
was not affected at all by the contention of the
hon. gentleman opposite.  There were very few
persons there whose names were upon the roll
who were not continually resident in the Darcoo

They had all the claims |
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district itself. Consequently, they would much
rather have a member there to represent themn
before the close of the session than to miss the
opportunity of having additional representation,
which would inevitably be the case If the propo-
sition made by the other side were agreed to.
It would disfranchise the Barcoo during the
present vession.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he
was inclined to think that it was desirable to
adhere to the Bill as originally passed by that
House, with the view of getting all the
additional districts representesd as early as
possible. Tt was Dbetter to afford them that
advantage, even at the risk of debarring a few
electors of the colony from having the privilege
of a double vote—that was to say, if they had
qualifications in the second district which was
now to be taken out of the Townsville electorate,
and had the right o excrcise a vote for that
second electorate. Well, he did not agree with
the hon. gentleman at all on that point. He
thought those electors had no more right to
a double vote—indeed not half as much—
as the men who happened by accident not to
be on the roll at the present time but resided
in the district, and were directly interested in
the return of the representative. The men who
were on the roll of the Townsville electorate had
no right to have conferred upon them a double
voting power, while at the same time men
residing in the Mulgrave electorate were to be
debarred from having the right of electing their
representative. He thought a great deal was to
be said for those men who were not on the roll
at the present time, but who ought to have a
vote. Therefore, he was of opinion that if it
was neceszary to give the present electors
of the Townsville electorate a double vote, it
was equally mnecessary to allow those en
who resided in the JMusgrave portion of the
electorate to have a choice 1n the election of their
representative. Hecould seethatthey mustaccept
the Bill as it stood, or else allow the quarterly
revision court to make up a proper roll, and
thereby delay thereturn of the new representatives
to thiat House. He was sure that the electors
interested would much prefer to be represented
in that Chamber as early as possible even
though they lost a certain amount of voting
power, to insisting upon a complete roll being
made; for after all, any little defect of that kind
could be rectified—and would be rectified in a
short time. He, therefore, thought it was far
better to disagree to the amendments of the
Legislative Couneil, and endeavour to get the
additional representation as early as possible.

Mr. CHUBD said he was inclined to agrce
with what had fallen from the Colonial Trea-
surer, It seemed to him a case of two evils, and
that the lesser evil would be to allow the Bill to
stand as it originally left that I{ouse, and have
the elections as scon as possible.  If the members
were not able to take their seats during the
present session, the Committee would then know
that they had done nothing to retard their doing
so. He was, therefore, disposed to support the
motion of the Premier for disagreeing with the
amendment proposed by the Legislative Council.

Mr. DONALDION said hLe regroetted very
much that the hon. member for Mitchell was
not present that evening, as he would have been
able to give hon. members some information
regarding the way in which the electors in his
district, who would probably be entitled to vote
in both electorates, would be affected by the
Bill, He (Mr. Donaldson) was informed that
theve were very few who would be deprived of
their right under the Bill as it originally left
that Chamber. Of cowrse, as had heen said,
they had to choose between two evils, and he had
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always been taught that it was better to choose
the lesser.  If a few persons were disfranchised
in one electorate it might be a hardship, but it
would not be a very great grievance. On the
other huand, if they accepted the amendment
they would delay the election, which would be a
greater evil, as the whole electorate might be
unrepresented during the present session. Hor
those reasons he was inclined to agree that it
would be much better not to agree to the amend-
ments made by the other Chamber. If they
were adopted it would be necessary, as the
Premier had stated, to make other amendments
in order to complete the scheme, and that would
delay the possibility of a member being returned
by those electorates this session. He thought it
was very desirable that every facility should be
given for the election of the additional repre-
sentatives.

Question—That the Tegislative Council’s
amendments be disagreed to—put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the CHATR-
MAN left the chair, and reported that the Com-
mittee had disagreed to the Legislative Council’s
amendments in the Bill.

The report was adopted.

The PREMIER moved—

That a message be sent to the Legislative Couneil,
intimating that this House disagrces to their amend-
ments iu the Bill, for the following reasons :—

Because they would allow of the wddition of names
to the electoral rolls without any provision for thi pre-
vention or detection of false or mufonnded claims.

Because it is not desivable that claiins to be inserted
on an eleetoral roll shondd be allowed without the
nanies of the claimants being publiely notified, and full
opportunity being ziven lor lodging objections to such
claims as mnay be unfounded.

Beeause the small number of persons who would
really be entitled to have their names insertedin both
rolls does not warrant the delay in Dringing the Act
into operation which would be necessarily caused by a
proper scheme for dealing with new claims.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT,

The PRIEMIISR said « The next Order of the
Day is the Elections Bill, which was adjourncd
last evening on a question of considerable impor-
tancs ; and as nothing new is likely to be added
to the discussion by going into committee on it
this evening, as the time that has elapsed has
been too short to throw much further light
upon the subject, T propose to move that we
adjourn until Tuesday next. On Tuesday uext
there is a motion of which my hon. friend the
Minister for Works has given notice, but that I
believe will be almost formal.  After that my
hon. friend the Colonial Treasurer will, in
Committee of Ways and Means, make his
Financial Statement. I presuine it will not be
desired to go on with the debate on the Financial
Statement on the same evening.  After that we
will take the Legislative Council’s amondinents
in the Marsupial Bill, and will then deal, if there
is time, with the Rabbit Bill and Nlections Bill.
I move that this House adjourn till Tuesday next.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Be-
fore we adjourn, as the Premier has men-
tioned the Elections Bill T will take this
opportunity to  Dbring something under his
notice which I regret to say I was unable
to bring before the House when that Bill
was in commistee, as I was absent from the
House when clause 81 was passed. On the
second reading of the Bill T pointed out that
I considered the manner in which registration
should be claimed was very well provided for by
this clause, but that it simply applied to future
claimants. I asked the hon. Premier then to
consider the question of how he would purge the
rolls of the names of persons on the roll now
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unlawfully, and asked that persons on the roll
now should be obliged to make claim for registra-
tion again in the way proposed in this clause.
The hon. member may remember that ?

The PREMIER : Yes.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Had I been
present when that clause was before the Com-
mittee, I would have brought the matter more
prominently under the hon. gentleman’s notice.
I think he might consider this question as he is
going to recommit the Bill.

The PREMIER : I cannot see how it can be
done.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : T am quite
sure the hon. gentleman will be able to see it if
he chooses. T have more faith in his ability than
to believe that he cannot devise gsome means by
which the present rolls can be thoroughly purged.
T am quite certain that they required purging,
not only here but all over the colony, and the
sooner it is done the better, as the svoner we
shall have correct and pure representation of the
people of the colony. I will bring this question
up when the Bill eomes before the Conunittee
again, and T will not stop until I have some-
thing done in the matter, because I feel that
the rolls, as they stand at present, are thoroughly
corrupt.

The Hox. S1r T.McILWRAITH said : When
the Klections Bill comes on next week, is it the
intention of the Premier to proceed with the
clauses of the Bill under consideration, and defer,
for recomunittal, the consideration of the debated
point of the voting-paper, or does he intend that
we should proceed with that first ?

The PREMIER said: The question as to
whether the ballot-papers should be identified by
numbers for the purposes of scrutiny, or not, is
an abstract question, and one that can be dis-
cussed at once, and it is, T think, as well to decide
it at once. If we decide to adhere tothe present
system we can go on with the discussion of the
Bill asit is; but if we consider it desirable to
male a change it will naturally take some little
time to arrange for the necessary alterations.
I propose that we should discuss the uestion as
to whether we will make a change ornot, first,
and settle it ; and if it is decided to make a change
we can postpone those clauses which would De
affected by it, and by the time the other clauses
of the Bill are passed we shall be preparcd with
the necessary amendments. I think that a
proper course to take, and I hope hon. members
gencrally will give their very serious attention
to this subject between now and Tuesday next,
in order that they may be prepared to come
to a decision. I confess that to my mind the
arguments for and against the change appear to
be nearly equally balanced.

Question put and passed ; and the House
adjourned at seventeen minutes past § o’clock.






