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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 12 August, 1885. 

Petition.-Qnestion.-Qne~tion without Xotice.-ll'ormal 
:1Iotion.-Licensing llill-seeond l','mling.-::ni'"''Rgc 
from the r~egislative Couucil-AUditionnl :Jiembers 
Bill.-P:tcili.c Islim(lers l~mployers Compen8ation 
Bill.-Elections Bill-committee.-.\.<ljournmcnt. 

The SPBAKl~R took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
:Mr. HAMILTON presented a petition from 

the miners and resident" of i\laytown, praying 
that the Cooktown and i\Iaytown Railway may 
be taken direct to i\bytown ; and moved that 
the petition be read. 

Qu0stion put and passed, and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. HAMILTON, the 
petition was received. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. S:'IIYTH asked the Minister for Mines­
Has he received any report from the Inspector of 

l\Iines for the Southern Division, in which he reports 
the ba.d ventilation at the llurrum Coal -:\lines;.-

The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Grifiith), in the 
absence of the Minister for ~lines, replied-

A report uvon the Bnrrum Coal :J.Iines was received 
yesterd~1y from tlle Inspector of 1\Iincs, in which the 
ventilation of the Burrnm ::\Iine:;; is referred to, and it is 
stated to be not so sa,tisfactory as can be desired. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
The Ho:-~. Sm T. MciLWRAI'rH said: Mr. 

Speaker,-May I ask the Minister for Lands, 
without notice, when he expects the return I 
moved for with regard to the Allora lands will 
be laid on the table of the House? 

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said: 1Ir. Speaker,-The return asked 
for by the hon. member will be laid on the table 
as soon a8 it can be finished. There is a great 
dt\lJ of work to be done in the way of preparing 
return;;, as can be seen frmn the li~t read out by 
the Clerk. The one I laid on the ktble yesterday 
iH \'ery vohuninous, r1nd a great nwny hanch; a1~,._. 
now mnployed in preprr.ring V~lrions l·eturns which 
entail a great tleal of work. The one asked for 
by the hon. member for ciiackay is being pnshed 
forward, and I will put on adtlitiomcl hands in 
the preparation of that asked for by the hon. 
member for 7\Iulgrave if he wishes to have it 
sooner than it can be completed under present 
arrangernents. 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH : My object 
is to have it here for hon. members when the 
discussion of the motion of the hon. member for 
Darling Downs (:\fr. Klttes) comes on. 

The :\IIKISTJ~R :B'On LAKD8: I will get 
the return compieted before the motion comes on. 

l<'ORMAIJ MOTION. 
The follo'lving forrnal 111otion '\V:1~ n,greeLl to :­

By 1\Ir. P ALMER-
rnmt there be laid upon the htble of the Honse a 

Rrinrn ~bowing,~ 
1. The nmnber of yards of silt remoYcd from the 

port and riYor oi Bri:-:1Janc dnring the last 1lve years fm• 
eaeh year: also cost of smne per J ard. 

2. Number of yardc of •.iltfrom thc_Fitzroy River and 
port, and cost per yard of same for same time. 

LICENSING BILL-SECOXD READING. 

On the Order of the Dlty being read for the 
resumption of adjournetl debate on l•Ir. Gritlith's 
motion, "That the Dill be now rmtc\ a secvnd 
thne''-

Mr. GRL\IES said: J\Ir. Speaker,-·I moved 
the adjournment of the debate on this Bill hst 
evening bPcaU!-<¥; I thought the rnen.Rure waa of 
such importance that it demanded the fullest 
discm;,ion and the most cttreful consideration bv 
us as legislators. I look upon it as a rneaRure c~f 
vast importance, because it not only deals with 
the finances of the State in 801118 n1ea.sure, but 
also with the social and moral condition of the 
people ; and I may add that the eternal welfare 
of the community will be considerably affectccl by 
the result of our deliberations upon the Bill. I 
regard the Bill aR exceedingly ilnportant, and I 
trust it will receive at the lmn<ls of the Legisla­
ture tlmt c<treful consideration which I think it 
demands. I am a total abstainer myoJelf, and I 
think I shall compare favourably with any other 
individual, whether in robustness of health, or 
happiness, or buoyancy of spirits ; of course hon. 
members will understand when I speak of 
buoy>ency of spirits, that there are spirits and 
spirits, and thctt I have never required one kind 
of spirits to keep up the buoyancy of the other 
spirits. From a personal experience of total 
abstinence I c,m recommend it to others. At 
the same time, though I abstain my8elf, I do not 
consider it a sin or a shame for other persons to 
use intoxicant' in a moderate way. I do not wish 
to hind the conr;ciences of anyone by insisting 
that it is a sin and a shame f,lr him to use 
intoxicating liquor moderately, but I do think 
that if we were to stick to the moderate use of 
strong drink the community at large would be 
mnch the better for it, the state of our colony 
an<! its inhabitants would be the better for it, 
and I am sure that the prosperity of all concerned 
would also be enhanced. Xow, sir, though I 
do not wish to bind the consciences of others in 
reference t•> this question and though I would give 
them full liberty to use thi.s drink in a moderate 
way, yet when I look abroad and see the mttional 
waste am! loss which is occasioned by the drinking 
customs of society-when I think of the loss of 
1nateriaJ used in the 1nanufacture of ii(p1or, 
and the loss of time, and the lms of happinBss 
and comfort, and the loss of health and also of 
life-I a1n bound, re 1lisiug- the rttRponsibilities 
am! the dnty pbced npon me "" tt le;;isbtm, to 
giYo thiR umtter c:treful consich:ration, and nG-;ist 
if I can in bringing n1wut that refona which is so 
nn1ch needed. Popnl<.tr opinion h;-L.-; changed a 
good do.::tl uvon thi:S tiUCd~iou in ever.Y conlnlnnity 
that lays any clain1 to advance in civili-,d.~tion. 
It has changed considerably in QueonDland, and 
there is no denying the fact that there ig a 
clmnonr for a radicc1l rcforrn with reference to the 
sale of intoxicating drinks. I shall not stop here 
to inquire how this has been brought about. 'rhe 
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fact remains that there is a strong feeling, not 
simply amongst those who are total abste,iners but 
amongst others also-it is a general feeling-that 
it is time some prompt action w~s taken with 
reference to the retail of intoxicating liqnors. I 
am pleased, therefore, to find tlmt the voices of 
the representatives of the l>Cople will be heard 
upon the qnestion in this Home ; and I trust 
that the re,mlt of our deliberations will sho\v 
that the Legislature of the colony is de,irous to 
assist the masses to live in a temperate, industrious, 
and provident way. In a great measure the 
weal or woe of members of the community lies 
in our hands, and I hope the outcome of our 
deliberations will manifest that we feel our 
responsibilities and act accordingly. I am 
pleased to see that there is introduced into this 
Bill the principle of local option, and aho 
a clause for the entire closing of public-houses 
on Sunday. I try to take a com1non-sense 
view of this question of local option and to 
divest myself of all prejudice in this nmtter. 
Looking at it, then, frmn a cmnnton-sense point of 
view, I Nmnot see tlmt it will act very unjustly 
or arbitrarily. 'l'here is not an hon. mem­
ber present who would allow a public-honse tG 
be opened next door to his residence without 
objecting thereto and nsing all his endeaYonrs to 
prevent it ; and I think it right that we should 
give others an opportunity of protesting against 
what they might consider a nuisance to them. 
Hon. members by their influence might be able 
to prevent such a thing; bnt those in humbler 
walks of life might not have the influence to 
prevent it, and yet feel as keenly as hon. members 
would the annoyance and nuisance of having 
such a place in close proximity to their residences. 
Something has been said about the injustice of 
insisting that others shonld do without intoxice,t­
ing drinks shnply because a fe\v or even a, n1ajority 
of persons are opposed to it. \V ell, we do not 
he,,itate to carry out the princinle as regards other 
evils and nuisances by \Yhich we 1n'ay be sur­
rounded. For instance, ifthere is an attempt made 
to establish a boiling-down place, a tannery, a fell­
lnongery, or chemical \Vorks in our neighbour­
hood and we think it would pro ye '" nuisance, we 
would make application at once to the local autho­
rity of the place, and if the petition is numerously 
signed and shows good cause for the complaint the 
local authority would be bound to take action in 
the matter. \V e would think it very absurd if 
one or two individuals were to say, "\Ye do not 
consider it a nuisance, and in fact would be 
rather pleased to have it in our neighbourhood; 
that which is so offensive to you we Jo not con­
sider offensive, and \ve think also in'-;tcad of being 
prejudicial to health it will rccther tend to in­
creased health and longevity." \Vould the local 
authority listen for a moment to such arguments 
as those, or would we think it right if they did ? 
No; we would consider that since the majority 
of the residents in the neighbomhood were 
opposed to it, it shonld be done away with. It 
should be just so with the nuisance arising from 
public-houses. \Vhere there is a majority in a 
neighbourhood they should have a like control 
over this nuisance, and if they consider it should 
be done away with the local authority should 
carry out the wishes of that majority. There 
has been some objection raised to the power 
that shall determine this Cjuestion. I think, 
if it is right that this should uc submitted to the 
people at all, we have no right to insiot upon a 
two-thirds majority. If we, first of all, decide 
that thi;, matter should be submitted to the 
residents of a neighbourhood for their decision 
we have no right to ask for a majority of 
two-thirds against it. I think that simply a 
majority ought to be quite sufficient.· I 
would not press so much for this if it 
were laid down that it would require the same 

majority to rescind a resolution of this kind 
passed in this way. If that were the case there 
would be the same difficulty in rescinding a 
resolution passed prohibiting the sale of intoxi­
cccting liquors as there would have been in 
]K"s~ing it in the first plnce. \Ve have been 
told dnring this deh:1,te that we must not 
expect very grand results from the adoption of 
the principle of local option and the Sunday­
closing clause. \V ell, I for one anticipate 
good results, and we have a right to do so when 
we see that such r11snlts have followed the 
adoption of similar principles in other countries. 
This will not be experimenting on untried ground. 
It has been tried in years past, and in different 
countries, and in t.he opinion of those com­
petent to judge the best results h>tve followed. 
If we look to Ireland or to Scotland, we 
shall see the results of the working of the 
Snnday-closing clause in those countries-they 
haYe not loc:tl option there-we shall see that 
it haH hrought abnnt such good results as to 
cousillerably decre>tse the amount of crime, and 
\Ve nuty lr)ok for greater results still if the 
public-houses are closed altogether. 

The HoN. Sm T. ::YiciLWRAITH: That is 
the law of the bnd now. 

Mr. GlUl\IES: I can give the opinion of those 
in high positions in Ireland who have been able 
to olJset"ce how it has worked there, and have 
giYen us their testimony. The Right Hon. \V. 
.K Forster, M.P., Chief Secretary for Ireland, in 
reply to a •leputation which waited upon him in 
October, 1880, said:-

"There c:tn sc::treely be any doubt that the Sunday 
Closing Act will be renewed by the GoYcrnment that is 
in ptJWCl'. As far as I ean learn, it has more than 
justified the cxpcetations of its supporters. In two 
\Vays the po.-sHive cff'er:ts have bcpn shown to be almost 
better-really 11e1ter, I think-than most of us hoped 
they would 11e, alt.hongh there were expeetatious of 
good. And nlso it is quite rltar that those who pro­
phesiwl that it \vonld he a step considerably in advance 
or public fc<'ling- in Ireland ha Ye bAen disappointe(l. As 
far as I cm make out. public opinion has entirely gone 
with the operation of the Act." 

The next testimony we have is from the Lord 
Chief ,T usti~e of Ireland, in his address to the 
grand jury of Kilkenny. He said:-

"From the police returns it appeared that the 
nnmbcr of casrs of intoxication had considerably de­
creased, and it \Vas encouraging to find that the Act 
for the closing of public-houses on Sunday had largely 
realised the expectations of its promoters." 

,T uclge Lawson, at the Clare assizes, said-
" The county inspector reports that drunkenness has 

decreased." 

Baron Dowse, at the Kilkenny assizes, said-

a The county inspector's report contained nothing to 
detract from the character of the county. There 
wa~;: a considerable decrease in intoxication as cmn­
pared wlth the return at the 1\:larch asstzcs~llO cases 
le.-..:;-and this the inspector attributed to the Sunday 
Closing Act." 

At Newry, Mr. Thomas Lefroy, Chairman of 
the County Armagh-
" Had the great luxury of announcing to a large crmvd 
of jurors that there was nothing for them to do, a fact 
which his 'Vorship believed 1vas due to the Sunday 
Closin;:{ Act." 

At "Waterford, 1\Ir. George \Vaters, Q. C., 
Connty Court Judt;e-
" Declarr'l that h8 had hecn at Li:-:moro nnd Dungarvan, 
and in the 1vhole com,.._y ha<l not a single eat'ie arising 
out of drink. He never could saJ this before, and "\V ho­
over sairl such a result '\YfLS not due to the Snnday 
Clo~~ng Act \YOul<1 rcquir0 to account for a very singular 
coincidonc2." 

Then, again, the Rig·ht Hon. Lord O'Hagan, 
in his address at the inauguration meeting of 
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the Social Science Association, bore unreserved 
testimony to the value of the Sunday Closing Act. 
He said:-

"I can only maim the bricfc:.;t allusion to a men:·mre 
most worthy of attention in the department to which I 
mn referring-the Irish Sunday Closii1g Act. It was 
hotly contested and violently dcuonncecl; but it has 
succeeded 1Jcyond expeetation; ~md its moral inflncucc 
in removing, even }lartially, the witherillg cnrso of 
national intemperance, has macle it a practical reform 
of a high order. I cannot dwell ('11 tlw mocle of its 
operation; but the rc::;ults are indieatcd in the most 
conclusive way by the nmmswerahlo evidence of onr 
criminal statlMt.ics. In 1878, when it was in a.etion for 
a few mouths, the number of Jmnblm1Jlc case<o; of 
drunkenness was reclucJ d by a,oon 1ts emnpared with the 
year 1877. In 1879, when in "\Yrts in full fore, the rcUne­
tion "\Vas 11,000, antlla..;;;t ~·ear it was ~2,000; the umnber of 
offences. which in 1877 "\Yas llO,OtK), lmving fallen to 
88,018. It is not wouderfnl that so si;.!;tml, 
proved b,v these fl,,;·un,, and in lWUl)' ways, slwultl 
already have incluecd "\Vi~c and good men to imitate 
the example of Ireland in other district'\ of the ClllJrirc, 
with the sanction and by the authority ot tile Lc~is­
latnrc. And doJ-<; it nut g·ive us a fair ground for hope 
that the UlHliJltbtt-tl and mo:-;t salutary ilnprovementin 
the drinkin[.; eustoms vf tlw wealthier classes ma) Uo 
gradn,llly extended to the multitudes beneath them, 
and that we may be emancipated more and more from 
the cruel dominion of a vice which i~:; tons the perennial 
souree of crime and mi.<Sery. and degrades these kingc1oms 
in the estimation of the world r" 
Now, sir, this ie tc"timony that cannot be gain­
said. All those gentlemen have lmd full oppor­
tunities of witne3sing the results of the system, 
and those are their expressed opinions. \V e 
have, therefore, confidence in legislrttion of this 
kind, and need not fear to carry this Dill thmugh 
cmnn1ittee as far as thc.~e two principles are con­
cerned. I mig·ht aleo quote retnrm that h'tve 
been Ccll!ed for in the Imperial :Parliament tlmt 
bear out these opinions, and I might quote the 
Bor~rcl of Trade returns, that show the great 
decrease that has taken pbce in the con"1mption 
of intoxicating liquor since this Act has been in 
force. But I have quoted enough to show 
that in other countries it has worked in the 
most ~atisfactory rnanner, and I see no 
reason why it should not work as well here. 
Donbts have been expressed a'l to the fairness of 
bringing into open1tion the principle of local 
option without compensating those who will be 
affected thereby. I cannot see where the com­
pemation comes in. The licenses are only 
granted from year to year, and if this Bill 
becomes law and the prohibitory provisions are 
adopted, they will not come into effect until the 
expiration of the licenses. 'l'he people who hold 
them knew very well when they applied for the 
licenses that they were only to be on snffemnce 
from year to y0etr. If they may be deprived of 
these licensee; by the will of the licensing 
board at any time, why not also by the will 
of the people? \V e do not take this matter of 
cornpensation into consideration \vhen we rLre 
dealing with other n1atters. For in.stance, \Ve 

passed the second reading of the llabbit Bill the 
other clay, and that does not contain a word 
about compensation to those who will have their 
rabbits destroyed. Then, again, we have before 
us a Bill to prevent the undue subdivision of 
land. That will affect a great many individuals. 
There are many speculators who have bought 
paddocks or blocks of land for the purpose of 
cutting them up into small arEas, and if they 
are prevented from doing that they will make 
much less profit than they anticipated. Now 
not a word is said in the Bill about compensating 
those people, and hon. members have not thought 
it worth while to mention the matter. Again, if 
the public weal demands the sacrifice of the con­
venience or pecuniary interestH of pri\ate incli­
vicluals, we do not consider ourselves bound to 
make it up to them. vVhen a vessel comes into 
the Bay with a contagious disease on bo.,rd she 
is sent into quarantine, and those on board, 
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instead of being allowed to come on shore and 
engage in the business of life and get remunera­
tion for it, are kept on the island ; and 
not a word is said about compensation. And 
goods on board may be detained till t4ey are 
out of season and cannot be sold except at an 
enormous sacrifice, yet nothing is sttid about 
compensating the owners. I cannot really see 
that there is any more reason for compensation 
in :1 case of the kind before us. I think the good 
results arising from the passing of these clauses 
will be in some degree hampered by the clause 
dealing with the 1Jow1 .tide traveller. I think 
the :Sunday tmveller might be done away with 
without any great hardship, or at all events 
he might do without his drink without any 
great hardship. It is only in the sparsely 
popnbted districts that there is any necessity 
for this proviso about the bonr1 fide traveller. 
It is not necessary near municipalities, and I 
think we might get over that difficulty by not 
allowing the proviso with reference to the 1Jonr1 
Jide traveller to apply to any public-house within 
five mile,; of a municipality or a borough. It 
would allow places to be opened in country 
rli.stricts, where men ha1·e perhaps tmvelled 
long stages, and \vhere they 1night require 
some refreshments ; but near the metropolis, or 
near municipalities or boroughs, there is no 
necessity for keeping the houses open for travel­
lm·s. There is no doubt it will open the door to 
a deal of abuse. Individuals will take advantage 
of it and go and enjoy what is commonly called 
a "booze" on the Lord's day. There is nothing 
to hinder them, for instance, from starting from 
Brisbane and going the ten or twelve miles 
by' train to Sandgate, and then claim that the 
licensed publicans there should supply them with 
all they want. It is in that way that the clause 
will be abuaecl. I notice that cbuse 24 pro­
vides that no licensed house shall be kept by a 
constable or bailiff, a licensed auctioneer, a 
brewer or distiller, a wholesale spirit-dealer, or 
a wholesale dealer in wine or beer. If the 
wholesale spirit, wine, and beer dealers are 
prevented from holding a license it would be 
j1mt as well that the houses owned by them should 
not be licensed. It is well known that in Bris­
bane and the other large towns of Queensland 
most of the public-houses are in the hands of 
wholesale spirit-dealers, and that those who 
occupy them are merely their tenants-at-will-in 
rnany caseR ntere dun1mies, n1ere agents. This 
system works very badly, especially in the 
country districts. Unle,;s :1 person put into 
one of those houses uses extraordinary means­
not legitiluate 1neans-to dispost! of his grJg, he 
is often dismissed in a very summary way, and 
some other person is put in his place who will, 
by means which t1re not exactly in accord­
ance with the right view of things, sell 
more grog. I have noticed that in the coun­
try districts around Brisbane change after 
change has taken place in the supposed pro­
prietors of the houses, who are merely the 
occupiers of them. It would be well so to amend 
this clause that no house owned by brewers, 
distillers, or wholesale spirit·clealers should 
receive :1 license. I have a word to say now 
about the wine-growers. The wine-growers are 
just left as they were by this Bill; they are 
not affected by it in any way. I refer to 
the growers of grapes, who make the juice 
of the grapes into wine. This is very unfair to 
those who have to take out licenses for their 
houses. The individuals to whom I refer com­
mand :1 large trade. Although they may not 
have a quarter of an acre of ground under 
grapes they n1anage to rnake enough wine to 
supply a large trade all the year round. Of 
course it is not for me to say how that is 
done ; but it is difficult to find them 011t 



322 Licensing Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Licensing Bill. 

and catch them at it. Again, a licensed house 
is under the control of the police in a great 
measure, while these wine-growers' shops or 
premises are not. A public-house cannot have 
music or dancing without the permission of 
the bench of magistmtes, nor can it have a 
billiard-table or a bagatelle-table without a 
license. On these wine-pTrm·ers' premises they 
C•lll play any game they chorme. There is no 
control over them whatever. They may not be 
able to have a bagatelle-table or billiards, but 
they have that which is far worse and a far 
greater nuisance to the neighbourhood. They 
have bowling-alleys, and it is not mmsual to 
see some forty or fifty individuals in one of 
them from 11 o'clock on Sunday morning 
till 12 o'clock at night, drinking, playing 
bowls in the bowling-alley, singing and 
dancing, and occasionally having a fight by way 
of diversion. Unless those places are licensed, 
and we have some control over them, the passing 
of the local option clauses will only tend to 
increase their trade ; and I hope that before the 
Bill passes through committee some clause giving 
that control will be inserted. I do not 
think the respectable wine-growers will object 
to paying a license. I do not think those 
who ttre legitimately carrying on the busi­
ness of wine-growing will object for a moment 
to "' £5 or £10 license fee enabling them to 
sell their wine in quantities of not less than 
two gallons. I notice another very good clause 
in the Bill, prohibiting the supply of drink to an 
habitual drunkard who wastes his property in 
drink. On proof being shown that he is so 
wasting his property, no publican is to be allowed 
to serve him with lifjuor. 

An HoNOURABL>; Mg~JBER: That is the law 
now. 

Mr. GRIMES: I know it is, but I see no 
reason why we should not go a •t.ep further in 
that direction-why we should not allow the 
individual himself to apply for a prohibition order 
against supplying him with drink. I believe 
that if an amendment to that effect were inserted 
in the clause a number of individuals, in their 
sober moments-realising the position to which 
they had brought themselves by yielding to 
the temptation to take intoxicants-would wil­
lingly avail themselves of the privilege, and ask 
the bench of magistrates for a prohibition order. 
By so doing some temptations would be pbcecl 
out of their way. I believe that there is many 
and many a drunkard who makes a resolve to 
abstain from intoxicants, but his good resolution 
is overcome by the tempbtions and facilities 
which are thrown in his way to obtain drink. 
Sir, I thoroughly approve of this measure so far 
as it goes. I think, with a few amendments, 
which no doubt will be made in committee, that 
it will tend to advance the cause of temperance 
amongst the people, and so increase the pros­
perity of the working classes; and I believe that 
all true philanthropists will look back with 
pride and pleasure to the day when this Bill 
becomes law. 

Mr. P ALMER said: JIIIr. Speaker,-·whatever 
questions· this Bill may give rise to, there is no 
doubt that it is a measure dealing with so much 
that involves personal interests that it will g·ive 
rise to a great many questions and opinions. 
There can be no doubt also as to the moderate 
manner in which the Premier introduced the 
Bill to the House. There are, of courhe, some 
who say that it is not strict enough, and others 
who hold that it is too strict, and the Premier 
claims that he has struck the happy medium. 
I have no doubt that in going through com­
mittee the Bill will be amended in some 
points, and altered to snit different circum­
str~nces ; but it really is not such a dfastic 

mer~snre as has been anticipated by the 
country. There is nothing new in it except the 
licensing courts and the local option clauses. 
JJicensing courb~ h~Lve been in force in New 
South vVales since 1882; they are in the Biil 
now before the Victorian Legislature, and they 
have been in force in the United Strotes for a 
great number of years. ~\.nd, with regard to the 
local option chtuses, they also have been in force 
in a great nu:1ny c0nntries for a 111unber o£ yean..:, 
That is the only part referred to by the Premier 
in which he seemed a little cloudy. The qualiti­
m1tion of ratepayers will, I think, be a question 
for discussion in committee. It seems to be a 
disputable point as to what shall be the f[Ua!ifi­
cation of ratepayers who shall have the right to 
vote under these local option ].Jrovisions. Those 
gentlemen who profess to be reformers have 
missed a good chance-in fact, I think they are 
only half reformers. If they really want to 
carry a measure that will be a thorough reform, 
why have they not proposed or advocated that 
women should have the right to vote on the 
question ? 

HoxoUHAnLE lVIE;umm~: So they have. 
Mr. P ALJ\lER : If they had they would soon 

throw out the public-houses. I am 'luite surpriserl 
that the hon. member for Ipswich, who is snch a 
sttmnch reformer, did not advocate or refer to 
that matter. I have no doubt that if women had 
the right to vote they wonld soon carry a great 
reform as to what public-honses ,,hall exist and 
what shall not. 

The Hox. Sm T. MoiLWEAI'TH: Fancy 
women carrying a reform over their husband'' 
heads! 

Mr. PALMER: There is one point in the 
Bill which has not been referred to so far by any 
hon. member. It has come under my notice 
several times, and is a matter that affects the 
liqnor trade more than any other, and that is the 
adulteration clauses. I know that these clauses 
have been in force-that they are on the Statute­
book-but so far they have been almost a dead­
letter; ami what guarantee have we that even 
if they are introduced in this Bill they will not 
be allowed to remain so'? Administration of 
these clanscs is required. I will give an instance. 
It is a case that I know, where a bush man bought 
a bottle of grog at a far-away public-house; he 
rolled it up in his blanket, and by some means the 
lif]uOr escaped, saturated his blanket., and burnt 
it to tt cinder; it was rendered absolutely useless. 

The HoN. Sw T. MoiL\VRAITH: It mus1 
have been colonial wine. 

Mr. P ALMEE : Now, sir, the f]Uestion is 
- \Vhat sort of liquor could that be which 
would consume a bushman's blanket, and what 
effect wonld it take upon the lining of the bush­
man's stomach? or what should be done to a 
man who would concoct such liquor ?-for that it 
was concocted there can be no doubt. vV e hear 
of men having been hanged for slow, deliberate 
murder in the way of poisoning-cases that were 
not half as quick as those cases of poisoning 
by deleterious liquor. I know another instance 
where a friend bought a cnsk that had been 
used at a wayside shanty, and he found at the 
bottom about two inches of sediment. vVhat it 
was composed of does not matter-it was not 
found out, but there was no mistake about 
eighteen or twenty sticks of tobacco, swollen and 
saturated. that had been used to make the grog 
spin out from time to time. \Vhatever que,;tion 
there may be about grog, there can be none about 
tobacco as a stimulant to fortify grog. There is 
no doubt that more men are poisoned and injnred 
by the villainous stuff that is sold in country 
places, than by the f[Uantity of grog that is con­
sumed where they can get it pure. That is 
a point that I think the Bill cannot be too 
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strict in dealing with. I think both drinkers 
and temperance men will allow that it is a really 
seri<ms part of the question. JY1en have been 
kno\vn to keep up their xnpply of grog for 1nonths 
aml months, although they only stc<rted with 
two gu,llons, and have been Helling it all along. 
In fact some of them make a boast that, like 
the wonderful inexhaustible bottle of Pmfessor 
J-acnbs, they can 1nake any kind of grog they 
like out of one material. I am surprised 
that the hon. nwmber for Ipswich did not 
refer to the Act, which is iu force in 
the United States, cttlled the Civil Damages 
Act-one of those drastic measures passed 
in that country for the repreosion of grog­
selling-by which anyone who is injured by 
an intoxicated person can bring an action not 
only against hin1 but also agninst the person 
who supplied him with the li<[nor·. Then, again, 
if a hu~bantl or \Vife, an mnploy8, or B8n'ant h::tR 
ac11Uircd habits of drunkennex;.:;, his hiencl~ can 
give notice to the licensees prohibiting then1 frmn 
supplying him with drink in any shape or form, 
or even to allow him to loiter abont the premises, 
under a penalty of from lOO to :100 dollars. 
'l"hese are aJl que:-;tionR affecting the e.1~,? in 
a different manner to what this Bill does. 
If the seller of grog- were held amenable to 
an acti•m eijually with the drunkard for anv 
damage,, he did, he would take care to see th:lt 
he did not supply grog unwisely. The feature 
that is new in this Bill is, no doubt, the local 
option clauses. ·with regt1rd to the different 
resolutions that are to be placed before the rate­
payers, the second is much more rea"nutble tlmn 
the first, and is the one that is most likely to be 
taken notice of. The same may be said of the 
third. The second says, " That the number of 
licenses shall lw reduced to a certain number 
specitied in the notice" ; and the third, 
" That no new license shall be granted." 
The first one is of that dr,stic nature that I 
think it is more likely to defeat the purpose thrm 
to have any salutDry effect. To say that no 
liquor .shall be sold whatever in a district is, 
knowing hun1an nature as \Ve do, nwre than \Ve 

can expect. I think to carry that out in its 
entirety we should almost have to alter human 
nature. The s:tmo prohibition is in force in New 
South \V ale.s, but there it takes a much milder 
forr:1. The following is the question on the 
votmg-paper placed before the ratepayers:-

"Shall any nmv pnhli.ean8' licenses or rs:movals of 
publican::;' licenses be granted in respect 0f pl'Cmiscs 
situate within tlH~ above Lmfu·d o1· '!/lW~ic. 1w!~tuJ for the 
period of tllrec YC<Lrs from this date2 

"[Voter·'s an"w::,·] :­
"Yes. 
"Xo. 
"Directions :-The voter mnst strike out the word 

'Yes' if he desire to record his vote against inc1·casing 
the nnmher of pnblie-konses within the area referred 
to. If he do not desire so to record his vote he shonld 
strike ont the word ' K o.' " 

In the Bill that is before the Victorian J>arlia­
ment the local option is of a very much milder 
form. There it merely states th".t it shall reduce 
the number to that which is provided for in the 
Bill. It :tllows one public-honse to e;'erv 250 
inhabit:cnts up to 1,000, and after that ,)ne to 
each 1\00. So that local option there has a much 
milder form, and one more likely to be adopted 
by the people. Among the different questions 
that have been referred to is Sunday closing. 
I know that Sunday clo,ing in New South 
vV ales has had a very good effect, and 
the principle of closing at 11 o'clock in 
the evening was one that met with approval 
from nearly all classes. I have hoard some 
people say that they should be closed even 
earlier than 11 o'clock. This Bill provides that 
the publican may, if he choose, close at 10 o'clock, 

and I am inclined to think that a great many of 
them will take advantage of that permission. 
The debate has dmgged on so long, having 
already Lctken np one evening, that I do not 
intend to take up much more of the time of 
the Honse. In committee the Eill will be very 
much discussed, as there are so many different 
views UlJOn it. Its Inain recomn1endn,tion is, 
as the Premier said, the codification of the 
different laws in existence in the colonv, so 
that people can 'ee at once the law that affects 
pnblicans' licenses. The question of teetotalism 
has heen so much argued, and has so much 
fanaticism and bigotry connected with it, that it 
is almost a dangerous subject to discuss. The 
question is, if a people were absolutely and 
strictly teetotal, would they be better off than 
now? There would be, per.haps, other vices as 
harmful to them. vV e know that the Russians, 
who are a Jtalwart and hardy mce, derive half 
their revenue from tlw income received from 
the srtle of spirituous' liquors, and they are 
said to be able to carry their liquor almost 
as well as a Scotchman doe,; his whisky ; and 
we see that the Russians are a f:tr more pro­
gressive people than the-I will not say tempentte, 
but than the nation that is sur,posed to be abso­
lutely :t teetotnl rmtion, the Tmks. There is no 
comparison bAtween the people, and, in fact, if 
we look at all the nations that are progressive, 
I believe that those who have the name of 
being drunken nations are the most progressive. 
Man being reasonable he must get drunk; we 
have strong authority for that. vVhether it 
stitnulates energy in any way, or makes 
their fighting capacity greater, or not, there 
is no doubt that there is a certain amount of 
''go" an1ongst drinking nations that then~ is 
nut amongst nations that are considered water­
drinkers absolutely, Our forefathers in ancient 
timPs were noted' for their capacity for taking 
liquor, and they have been a conquering people 
from all time. The question, therefore, is, if we 
all become staunch teetotallers, perhaps that 
virtue will leave us. 'fhe drinking custom is 
imbued in the labouring classeo ; and I cannot 
help recording an anecdote which appeared in an 
illustrated paperashorttimeago, where a man met 
a friend who had come home after spending a holi­
day, etnd he said, "\Vel!, Bill, how did you spend 
your holiday?" and his friend, with a very sour face, 
replied, " Holiday ! I ain't been more than half 
drunk all day-call that a holiday?" So that man 
deliberately went out to spend the holiday in get­
ting drunk; and they look upon it as one of the 
legitimate ways of spending a holiday. That, of 
course, does not refer to all classes of working 
men. I have no doubt that this Bill will 
have a "alutary effect in checking the needless 
exposure of people to temptation, and so far I 
shall be happy to do anything I can to assist its 
progress in co1nn1ittee. 

Mr. W AKKB'IELD said : Mr. Speaker,-It 
lms been said by one hon. member of this House 
that we cannot make people sober and temperate 
by Act of Parliament, and the best thing to do 
is to legislate to minimise the evil as much as 
poAsible. If the whole community were like 
you, J\Ir. Speaker, and me, and other members 
of this House, we should not want to legislate 
for this class of busir,ess-we should be able to 
get the publicctns :tnd licensed victuallers to 
carry on the trade the same as any other 
trade. But we find that that cannot be 
done, so we must legislate to counteract the 
evils that crop up in the matter, and no one can 
dispute the benefit that has been derived during 
the la't fifteen years in legislating for this traffic. 
If we look back over Brisbane and its suburbs for 
the last fifteen years we see a very great improve­
ment in the way this traffic is carried on. It 
was stated by the hon, membe!' for vVide Bay 
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last evening that this Licensing Bill is far too 
strict~ that it is far too strict upon the licensed 
victuallers. I do not believe that myself. He 
made the statement that it would drive the 
traffic, to some extent, to the chemist;; ; but 
I believe we have a better class of chemists in 
this colony than that~a class of men who will 
not go in for Rly grog-selling. So that I cannot 
agree \\ ith the hun. member on that point. The 
licensed victualler' themsel ve:; will hail this Bill 
with satisfaction, for very few of them, if any, 
like to see drunken men about their premises~ 
such men are more of a nuisance than Jn·ofi t. I 
therefore think that the restrictions imposed by 
this Bill will meet with approval. If the measure 
does nothing more than do away with the 
Sunday traffic and provide for the exerci,;e of 
the principle of local option it will do a great 
deal of good, and will be a step in the right direc­
tion. vV e must not expect to remedy every 
evil at once, nor must we expect to accomplish 
all we desire in this matter at once. If we go on 
we may in future have to legislate for defects in 
this Bill. vVith respect to the principle nf local 
option, I must say that I consider the inhabitants 
of a district should have a voice in the granting 
of licenses. \V e see populous localities, in some 
places for a mile in extent, where there are no 
hotels, and such neighbourhoods are just as 
prosperom; as others where there :we hotels estab­
lished. There may be some difficulty in apply­
ing the local option system~some difficulty 
in getting the parties interested to record their 
votes in their particular districts~ but I cannot 
see any other way than to take the ratepayers' 
roll as the roll of voters. That is not exactlv a 
fair arrangement, because a ratepayer at one end 
of a district may not he interested in the other 
end, and yet he would have a voice in any ques­
tion respecting the numlJer of licenses to be 
granted, etc., at the end where he has no interest. 
But as far as I can see no better plan can be devised 
unless we adopt the expensive scheme of prepar­
ing a special roll for the districts to which the 
local option cLmses are to be applied. I quite 
approve of the Bill. I think it is a step in the 
right direction, and, as I have said, if it does 
nothing more than introduce local option and 
Sunday closing it will do a great deal of good. 

Mr. EOOTE said: Mr. Speaker,~ I have 
carefully read this Bill, and I must say that I 
like its provisions and its general appearance. I 
think it is a Bill calculated to do a very great 
deal of good. The object sought is to regulate 
the spirit traffic and also to protect the public, 
and whilst protecting the Jmblic to protect the 
licensee. I know that there is no part of the 
measure that has not been pretty well threshed 
out by hon. members who spoke last night. I 
notice that several members have alluded to 
some paragraphs against which I had placed a 
tick myself, and I shall therefore not go through 
the Bill paragraph by paragraph, and say what I 
think about them, but shall reserve that until 
the measure comes before us in committee. I 
will now refer to the subject of wine-sellers' 
licenses. The hon. member for Ipswich, in dis­
cussing this question last night, stated that the 
effect of establishing wine-shops in any district 
would be detrimental and demoralising to the 
community. I do not know whether the hon. 
gentleman knows it, but it is a fact that wine­
shops exist in the colony even at the present clay, 
and they are not licensed and are not under 
the supervision of the police. And Sunday 
is the day in wine-growing districts when 
the young men of the place congregate at 
certain places where wine is sold, and often­
times these gatherings have a very demoralising 
effect on the whole community. I think this 
Bill provides against such things as that, by 
enacting that the wine-shops shall be under 

proper police supervision. But I am of opinion 
that £5 a year is not a sufficient license fee for a 
wine-seller's license, and that the amount shouhl 
be at least £10. That, I think, would be a very 
reasonable sum for a wine-e;eller to pay. I do 
not., however, think that he should be compelled 
to sell \\ine made fro:n Queensland grapes only. 
I think it would be \\Tong to make such a restric­
tion~that Queenslander,; should be compelled to 
drink only (,\ueensland wine. Some of it may 
be very good, but some of it may be very had. 
Indeed, I have heard a wine-nmker say that 
to get intoxicated on Queensland wine is far 
worse than to be intoxicated with the strongest 
spirits one could possibly purchase with money. 
I believe it arises from the fact that Queensland 
wines are fortified with an inferior spirit, and 
that winePJ so fortified never get ag-e, and conf-:le­
'luently have a very deleterious effect upon those 
who ''"e them. In reference to the license fee for 
conntry public-houses, I think £15 per nnnum is 
too low, and thnt it ought to he increased to £20. 
If that is done we shall very likely have a better 
class of persons engaged in the trade. 'l'here is 
not a gre,at differeuce between £15 and £20, 
and if a license were wanted for any particular 
district and the applicant was not able to pay £20, 
a public-house could be very we.ll cli>~pensecl with 
in that district altogether, and no harm would 
result to anybody or t.o the country either. 
Another point that has been touched upon by 
hon. members is that relating to club-honse». 
Until I read this Bill I rlirl not know that clubs 
did not pay a license fee, and I certainly see no 
reason why they shoulrl he exempted. I do not 
understand why a certain section of the cornmu­
nity~who call themselves aristocrats, and may 
very properly be called so by everybody else, for 
all I know or care~should not pay for a license 
for the spirits they consume at their clubs. 
It is the old <[Uestion of one law for the rich man 
and another law for the poor man. I do not 
like it, and I see that the same concession has 
been made with respect to billiard and bagatelle 
tables. They will not have to pay licenses to 
keep them, nor will they be nnder the super­
vision of the police, though possibly it may 
not be necessttry that they should be. But 
I think, for the sake of fair play and in 
the interests of the country, they should be 
obliged to contribute their quota to the revenue 
for the grog they drink, and pay a license for it 
the same as other people. If I am in the House 
when this matter is before the Committee, I 
shall test the question by moving that the words, 
"or occupied as a club," in the clause dea1ing 
with it, be struck out. If this paragraph is 
allowed to remain in we shall have many 
clubs ; the middle-class people and the poorer 
people will want clubs, and they will be just as 
much entitled to have them ; "nd if they form 
themselves into clubs they will be able to evade 
this Bill altogether, becm!Se they will not come 
under the supervision of the police or the 
licensing authorities in the slightest degree. 
I do not see why they should not be. 
According to this clause a member of a 
club may take his gue,ts, one or ten-­
the number is not limited~anrl enjoy himself 
with them for the evening without being· subject 
to a license. That is not proper~ they should be 
compelled to pay a license ; thrmgh, as to the 
supervision by the police, that is not of so much 
importance where they are concerned. I point 
out that persons can evade this Bill by forming 
themselves into a company and calling them 
selves a club, and then carry on this business 
without being subject to the Act, or \\'ithin 
its scope. In clause 60, I see the quantity of 
spirit,; to be dispensed by persons who are not 
publicans must be not less than two gallons. 
I object to this, inasmuch as two gallons is 
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a great cleal too much for a person to ta,ke. 
One gallon or less would be qnite suffi­
cient, but two gallons if; overdoing it ; it if:l 
a stock of lic1uor that persons do not want. 
I shall also, in committee, move the omis­
sion of the word " tvv'O :, in this clause with 
a view of inserting the word '; one." These 
are the principal matters I intend to speak 
upon. As to the principle of local option, I am 
quite prepared to see it get a trial, and I have no 
doubt that when it does get a trial it will succeed 
in some degree; and if it slwuld rec1uire amend­
ment in. any way it will be seen after it has 
hacl a tnal where the amendments should come 
in, and no clonbt the Government of the day 
will be prepared to deal with the question 
rtf:l circnrn~tanct"'ii, arise. 'fhere iF one point upon 
which the Bill scarcely goes far enough. I 
think the Government should have provided in 
this Bill for an inebriate a'ylum. The country 
gets a great deal of revenue from the consumption 
of wines•, spirits, and beers. Parties become 
overcome from the use of them, and become 
inc::Lpable of nmnaging their affairs, and in n1a.ny 
instances a n1an decline:-; to an!1 does not rnaintain 
his wife and family. If provision for tm asylum of 
the dw,mctcr I have spoken of bad been included 
in this Bill it would have been an improvement. 
I do not mean to say thn.t inebriates c;lwuld be a 
burden upon the State, but that a man who will 
not work for his wife and family outside, through 
being conotantly in toxicatecl and spending all his 
earnings, should be made to work for them in an 
asylum. He should be allowed a fair rate of 
wttges at some tmde or calling he would be 
ttble to work at, and, after a fair amount had 
been deducted for his keep in the asylum, 
the balance of the money he earned shonld 
be handed over to his family. I think that 
woulcl be a mnch better system than sending 
n1en to g[tol, as is often done for one, two, or 
three months, to rescue them from their drinking 
habits; wher<'as it simply restores them to hmtlth, 
and "hen they come out they go on the old 
track the same as before, and their wi ,-es and 
families have to clo the best they can for 
thcmsel ves while the:;e men are incarcerated. 
An asylum of the chamcter I have spoken of 
would put a stop to that sort of thing, because 
men would greatly prefer to work outoide. I do 
not ntmtn to say it would bo ,a, cure in all ca.~es, 
bnt there would be a large number of persons 
upon whom it would have a very material 
influence, and might tend to improve the state 
of thing.s exi,;ting at pre ·>ent. I am very glad 
this Bill has been introduced, aml that 
the Government have had the courag·e 
of their opinions in connection with it. I 
believe it exceeds the expectations of every 
member of this House. \Ve have been accus­
tomed to see Licensing Bills brought in of a 
character which scarcely anyone could approve 
of, but this is a Bill of a mihler character-it 
cletclo with the question effectually ancl oppre:;ses 
none. I mn quite please,] with it and it will 
have my snpport. There may be alterations 
rer1uired in some places, but I approve of the 
general principles of the Bill. 

Mr. FRASER fmid: Mr. Spetcker,-This is a 
Bill in which doubtless, and very naturally, a 
genernl and deep interest i.s felt, and I can only 
account for the mild tone of the discussion 
throughout from the fact that the general pro­
visions of the Bill evidenth, meet with the 
approYal of hon. members oi1 both sides of the 
House. I do no.t intend to protract the discns­
sion, as I mn not able to throw any fresh 
light upon the featm·es of the Bill ; but as this is 
the only opportunity I shall have of expressing 
my opinion, I think it right to make a few 
observations upon the Bill before the secmul 
rectding is passed. i\ o cloubt the principal 

provision nf the Bill is the introduction in it 
of the principle of local option, though there 
are other new matters also introduced into it. 
The question of the amount of license fees has 
been alrec:,dy allucled to. I am mvare it c:onnot 
be redified at the present time ; but I am very 
much inclined to agree with the opinion expressed 
by the leader of the Opposition, that the licenses 
should be imposed on quite another system. It 
doe; not accord with common sent>e that the 
same fee should be paid for the license of a first­
class hotel in Clueen street, and for a hotel clown 
in Albert street, or out in the Valley, or over in 
i::iouth Brisbane. The rent of the one perhaps 
is £1,000 a year, and of the other not more 
than £300 or £400; one proprietor may be 
able to :;ell out his interest for a small 
fortune, while the other spends years in merely 
gaining a hare livelihood. There is another 
matter I should like to allude to. It is not 
mentioned in the Bill, but the orJinion of the 
Premier was elicited by ·a question from the hon. 
member for Blackall ; that is the question of 
barmaids. Kow, I have not the slightest inten­
tion or wish to reflect in any way on the class of 
young wotnen engaged in this occupation, but at 
the same time it cannot be denied, and I think it 
will Le uui versally admitted, that though they 
themselves may enjoy the most unimpeachable 
character, and may, 'as the hon. member said, 
be, to a certain extent, a check on the irregu~ 
larities of those who frequent the bars; still the 
a"sociations and atmosphere of a public-house 
bar tue not what we could expect a young woman 
to pass through unscathed. It is not that these 
young won1en are inferior in any point of 
character to any other young won1en ; I an1 
simply speaking of the injurious effect it must 
inevitably have on themselves. \Ve cannot pass 
through any association ·without being in son1e 
way affectecl by the character of that association, 
and it is upon that that I ~hall base my objection 
to the continuance of young vvornen serving in 
public-hom•e bars. I am glad to find-at least 
I am informed- that one or two of the 
more respectable hotel-keepers in Brisbane 
are dispensing with their services, and sub­
stituting barmen. To the best of my recol­
lection, when I was in London some years 
ago I never saw a barn1aid, nor in Liverpool 
-they were all barmen. I have seen the 
mi,trcss of the hotel serving, but I certainly 
never saw a barmaid in any of the bars. I am 
told that in America they are not permitted. 
"With respect to Sunday closing, I think it is 
pretty well agreed that this is a step in the right 
direction. I am a ware tlmt there is a difference 
of opinion : some people tell us that in other 
places it has led to a grettt increase of secret 
drinking. \Veil, that may be the case; it is 
impossible to expect complete reformation in a 
matter nf this sort all at once. But I believe 
that if we c'm limit the evil-keep it to a certain 
extent out of sight-that is a step in the right 
direction. It is a very singular thing, and we 
fiiHl it mentioned in that splendid speech which 
hll.s been copied into the loca.l papers, delivered 
by l\fr. Goschen at lVIanchester, tlmt contem­
poraneously with the limiting of the hours and 
the closing of public-houses on Snnday there 
has been a diminution of 10 per cent. in the 
quantity of liquor drunk. I do not say, 
neither does Mr. Goschen, that this is the 
cause, but it is a striking coincidence and 
deserves to be pointed out. As to the local 
option principle, there does not seem to be any 
difference of opinion as to the desirability of it, 
o1· its fairness. \Vhen we consider that all 
our public movements are governed by the 
voice of the people, we must all admit that 
it is tts fair to apply it to this as to any 
other mell.SlJre re<jUiTing local self-government. 
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B1:t . the:1 comes in the question how the 
prmc1ple IS to be carried out. The hon. member 
for Blaclmll suggests tlmt the electoral roll, 
and_ not th~ roll of ratepayers, should be the 
bas1s on wluch we are to go. But it must be 
borne in mind that the question is a loce~l and 
not a general one ; and it should be left to tl!ose 
intere,;,ted in the locality to say whether the 
sale of liquor should be discontinued altogether, 
or whether the houses should be diminished in 
number, or what should be done. It is objected 
that the number of ratepayers is limited, and does 
n_ot constitute a fair representation of the popula­
twn of the locality. But surely this question is not 
of more importance than the election of a mem­
ber _of this House, where all the most important 
busme~s of the country is transacted and we 
do not insist in that case on a majority of two­
thi~d~, or one-half,_ m: a quarter. \Ve accept the 
demswn of the maJonty of those who poll. One­
quarter of the electors, or one-tenth of them 
may not poll, still we accept the bare majorit/ 
I cannot see why the same principle should not 
apply to the que,tion of local option. It is the 
ratepayers and property owners of the locality 
who are emphatically interested in this matter. 
So long as a majority determine any of these 
questions I think we ought to accept it. 'l'hat 
wo_uld.simplify matters very much. Indeed, the 
obJeCtiOn seems to me to be raised more as a 
matter of curiosity than anything else. I have 
not the slightest doubt that if we carry out this 
system of local option as it is proposed in the 
Bill it will have the best effect on the com­
rr>unity. \Ve hear a good deal about the poor 
man-the working man-being deprived of his 
beer. I come, perhaps, as much in contact with 
the intelligent working man of the colony as any 
hon. member of the House, and I venture to say 
that if you poll them all-from 1\Ioreton Bay to 
the. Gulf. of Carpentaria-you will scarcely find 
a chssent1ent vo1ce amongst them against the 
carrying out of this principle. Even those of them 
~~ho ¥o hon1e jolly on Saturday nights singing 

I hkes a drop o' good beer, I does," would be 
the first to sanction interference of this sort and 
would wish, as several of them haYe often' told 
me, that the temptation were kept out of their 
way-a temptation which they would like to 
avoid but which they have not the courarye to 
resist when it is presented to them. Thebhon. 
n:ember for \Vide B8,y-I am sony he is not in 
his place now-an:n1sed us last evening by uivin~ 
us what is called the English jester's v~rsio~ 
of the effect of the Maine liirnor law. I know 
that that law has been a subject of jest, and not 
being a total abstainer myself I do not take an 
extreme view of the matter : but it is a fact that 
writers and travellers wlui have visited those 
localities give but one opinion concerning the 
result of the operation of the law there. I will 
ta~<e the liberty of f[uoting from Hepworth 
D1xon, an author who cannot be supposed for a 
moment to be biassed in favour of this view of 
the su~Jject. And what does he say about it? 
Refernng to St. J ohn~bury, a working Yilhvre in 
the State of l'viaine, he says :- " 

" \Yhat arc the secrets of this 'vorkman's paradise:: 
\Yhy is the place so clean, the people so wen housed and 
feel!-' VV~y are the little folks so hale in htee, so neat 
in dress t All YOices answer me that theR-e nnn~nal, 
thou~h most de~,ira,ble, conditions in a village SlH'illg from 
a ~tnet enforcement of the law prohibiting; the sale of 
clrmk." 

And a little further on, after some genCJral ubser· 
vations on the question, he says :-

".1Vhat r~mains? The workman'~ paradise remains; 
a village which has all the aspect of a g-arden; a village 
in 'vhich many of the workmen are owner.:o~ of rr.nl 
pstate; a village of 5.00() inhabitants. ill which the 
moral order is even more eon~pil'non~ than the material 
prOS11Crity ; ~L village in which evlry man ar,eonnt:'> it 
his highest duty and his personal interest to observe 

the law. Xo authoritY is visible in St .. Tolmshnrv. 
1\o polieeman walks ihe streets; on orflinary da3··s 
there is nothing for a, policeman to clo. Six con­
stables arn enrolled for duty, hnt the men arc all at 
work i.n the factories, and only (1on their uniforms on 
special days to make a little sllmv." 

That i;; the resnlt of the Maine liqnor law where 
it has been strictly >1nd rigidly carried out. I 
have. not the slightest doubt that in the State 
of J\Iaine, as ebewhere, there are gnunb]erR­
meu who desire to be permitted the privilege to 
enjoy a ghtss of be~r; bnt notwithst~tnding that, 
and notwithstanding all we hPn.r about the 
liberty of the subject, it must be admitted 
that, if we could bring about such a stnte 
a~ iH pictured to us in thorm paragraphs, we 
should be fully justified even in infringing- a 
little 11pon the liberty of the subject to accom­
plish so desirable an object. The hon. member 
for \Vide Ba.y al..o told 11'• th>tt this Bill was an 
injustice to the licensed victuallere. I maintain 
that instead of that it is hig-hly in their fm·onr. 
It is, in fact, a protection tot he respectable licensed 
victualler, because it will keep out of their calling 
men who can be guilty of such acts as were described 
to us a few minute» ago by the hon. member for 
Burke-acts which, if true-an ell have no doubt 
they are-I can only characterise as diabolical. 
If the provisions of this Bill arc strictly 
enforced we surely shall not hear of such 
circumstances as the hon. member tohl us 
of. There is one remark of the hon. member 
for Burke which-althoug·h, as I have saicl, I 
am not "total abstainer-I cannot allow to pass 
unchallenged. He told us that our forefathers 
were a drinking people, and that the ItusHians 
have nearly as great a capacity for drinking as 
the Scotch. As to that I do not know, bnt I 
believe it is a clmracteristic of northern nations 
to have n, capacity for in1bibing a very lnrge 
quantity of liquor and to carry it with a good 
deal of comfort. But there is one fact about 
the northern regions which I may mention. 
It i; a singular thing that "\.rctic explorers such 
as l~olll~, ~lcClintock, n,ncl others give uniforn1 
te,;timony to the effect that the men who 
stood the harclohips and the cold of those 
northern regions best were the men who 
ab"tainecl from intoxicating drinks. And we 
have the evidence of some of the best officers 
in the British Army - such as Havelock, 
Cctptain Hedley Vicars during the severity of the 
Crin1ean wa,r, a,nd the late connnander-in-chief 
in Egypt, Lord \Volseley-that the best fig·hters, 
the men who endured the greatest hardships 
with the least fatigne, were the H1en who were 
total abstainers. I ~·ilnply rnention thiH in passing, 
for I mn not ~,~peaking as a total ubstinence ruan, 
or as a fair specimen of the moderate drinker ; 
and I am prepared to give all credit and to do 
full justice to the labours and the efforts of our 
friends the various 'ocieties of total abstainers. 
I am free to admit that the\' have done and that 
the~' are doing gre>tt service to the cmnnmnity, 
but there is one thing that strikes nte n~ sonle­
what remarkable, and that is, that dnring all 
these years in such a place as Brisbane, or any 
other large centre of population, there is no such 
thing-nor has it been attempterl so far as I 
know-as a first-class tempe-rance hotel. If I 
am a traveller and wish to avoid a public-house, 
where n1n I to go, or ho\v tun I to lJe acconnuo­
date<l? I do think, sir, that that is a reflection 
upon our friends the total abstainers. and I hope 
that the hint will be taken and acted upon. 
\Vhy, sir, more than twenty years a:~·o, in Edin­
burgh and Glasgo\v- place...; of which we hear 
so rnnch aR 1Jei11g prc·mninent in their drink­
ing capacity-they have those hotels, where 
you ·will get cvmy accmnnuHla.tion, eYery con Ye­
nience, an,] ewry comfort that is to be f"und in 
any hotel in the country. And I may say thi>, 
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that the best and most fre'luented commercial 
hotel-that is the hotel most frnf1uented by com­
mer~ial travellers in Liverpool- is strictly a 
temperance hotel. I think, sir, the time has 
arrived when our friends, the total abstainers, 
should be;;tir therwmlves and supply this felt 
want--for a felt want it is-in the community. 
The que,tion of compensation has been mooted, 
sir, and \\'hile I would not like to dogmatise on 
thi:; 1 >oint, upon the general flUestion I cannot see 
where the ground for compensation comes in at 
all. Let it be borne in mind, 1\fr. Speaker, 
that the liceme in every instance of thifl kind 
i8 granted fron1 year to year, and the inference is 
inevitable that it i,; subject to be removed for 
any just cause at the termination of such period; 
and I cannot see how or on what ground the 
f1Uestion of compensation can be brought in. 
Nor am I afraid at all, Mr. Speaker, that the 
enforcement of local option and limiting the 
number of public-houses is likely tn result, as 
smue hon. n1ernbers seern to irnply, in giving 
us inferior house;;. 1\Iy own opinion is tlmt it 
would have the contrary effect ; that it would 
'ilstly improve in every respect the character 
of the houses, and for this 1·e~'tson, sir, it would 
be a :species of protection to the per::Hmf'; engaged 
in the traHic; it \VoUlLl be a :::.ort of 1nonopoly 
which would enable them-and I am quite sure 
that it would be the object of every reeqwct­
a,ble hntel-keeper to do so-it would enable them 
to give far better accommochctinn to the public 
than they do at the present time. As I said 
before, J\Ir. Speaker, I would not have tre,pa~sed 
upon the attention of the House upon this 
matter only that, as you are aware, when the 
House goes into committee upon it I must be 
silent. I have, therefore, taken this opportunity 
of expressing my general approval-my hearty 
approval, indeed-of tbe general principles of 
the Bill ; and I ::11n fluite satisfied-indeed, I 
have not the slightest doubt-that the Bill, in its 
general bearingA and prineiplm;, will becorne the 
law of the land, and that we shall see very great 
improvement and happy result,; as the conse­
(lnence. 

The Ho:i" . . T. J\I. MAClWSSAN said: Mr. 
Hpeaker,-A great dea1 of rnerit ha,s been given 
to the Govemment by member~ on both sides of 
the House for the manner in which thev have 
drafted this Bill, and for their courage in "giving 
expression to their opinions with regard to local 
option. \V ell, I do not know whether there is 
any gre[tt credit due to them for any such 
courage, seeing that the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government admitted that the local 
option clnuses had been introduced in conse'luence 
of the resolution yntssed last session on the 
motion of the hon. member for Ipswich-that no 
Licensing Bill will b~ considered satisfactory to 
this House unless it contains prrl\'isions for local 
option. I believe myself that the Government 
are simply giving the Hou;;e an opportunity of 
exvre,,sing its opinion upon it. I do not think 
they ,;hould--at lea.st, I hope they do not intend 
to press local option as if it were a party measure. 

The PREMIER : It is not a party measure 
in any sense. 

'rhe Ho~. J. M. MACllOSSAN: I have not 
the slightest doubt that the occnpants of the 
Uovernuwnt benches 'vould nw .. ke it nr anything 
else a party Cjne;;tion if they wished to carry it ; 
but I think a question of this kind ;;hould be 
disassociated entirely from party, and that 
members on both sides should be perfectly at 
liberty to take up whatever position they may 
please to occupy npon the flUec;tion. 

The PRE~liElt : Of com-e. 
The Ho~. J. J\I. ::\L\CICOSSAN : Before 

goin.~ on to t:on~;ider the qnm.;tion of local option, 
which is the main point, in fact, uf thb Bill, I 

wish to point out what I consider to be an error 
on the part of the Premier in regard to subsection 
(d) of clause 7 -that i;;, an error on the part of that 
hon. gentleman and not in the Bill a;; it stands. 
The hon. gentleman s:cid last night that the 
words "a member of" had got into the Bill by 
mistake. The clause as applied to that subsec­
tion reads :--

" Xo person who is-
! d) A member of or the 11aid officer or agent of any 

society interested in 11reventing the sale of 
liqnor-

Hhall be ap110inteU to act aR a lir.cnsinp; just.icc." 
Kow, I think that the member of any 
society interested in preventing the s~>le 
of liquor should be prevented from bemg 
a licensing justice as n1ucb as a bre\ver or 
distiller who is interested in the sale of li'luor. 
The hon. gentleman takes no exception to the 
"paid officer or agent" of any such society, but 
he does to a member. Of course, we know that 
there are a great many societies which profess 
teetotalism-the members of which profess to be 
and are total absta-iners-but they are not neces­
sU>·ily interested, as members of such societies, 
in preventing the sale of li<1uor. They make no 
promise to prevent the sale of liquor, but simply 
to abstain. If tho::;e societies are to be considered 
ac; e,;tahlished for the purpose of pre1·enting 
the sale of lifluor, I think every member of them, 
as "·ell as the paid officer or agent, should be 
prevented from sitting on the licensing bench. 
Of eourse, if the clause applied to all the total 
abstinence societies in the colony it would limit 
the range of selection of justices, but it cannot 
be applied in that sense, bec:mse they 'ue not 
societies establi;;hed for that purpose. They are 
simply societies the members of which volun­
tarily promise to ab;;tain. Then there is sub­
section (c), which provides that no brewer or di;;­
tiller shall be appointed to act on the licensing 
bench ; and very properly so too. But what 
would become of this portion of the clause if all 
the brewers and distillers in the colony should 
become companies in:;tead of being firms of one 
or two members? The tendency at pre,ent i:; to 
turn all industries into syndicates or companies. 
::'\ ow will a man holding a share in one of these 
companie:; be reckoned a brewer or a distiller, and 
as such be prohibited from being on the licensing 
bench, or will the prohibition apply simply to 
the paid manager of the company? That is a 
point that I think the hon. gentlemen has over­
looked, and it is a very important one. 

The PREMIER: It is very important. 

The Ho~. J. l\L MAClWSSAK: I believe 
myself that the Bill, so far as it regulates the sale 
of li'luor, the licensing of public-houses, and so on, 
h~ an improven1ent upon our present systen1; but 
I would like to point out that some hon. gentle­
men who have spoken upon the Bill have made a 
mistake in thinking that this is the first time that 
Sunday trading in liquor has been prohibit~d 
by law. It is the law of the land now. Pubhc­
hou::-;e~ a. re not open now on Sunday, unless for 
two hours, and that is only for the sale d li<jnor 
not to he drunk upon the premises. They are 
open from 1 o'clock to 3 o'clock, for the purpose 
of giving the working men who are in the 
habit of drinking beer or li'luor of wnne kind 
with their dinnerEJ an opportunity of getting 
it. That has been the law for the last 
twenty years, and many hon. gentle1;.1en 
who have spoken are under the impressHm, 
seemingly, that this is an innovation. I think, 
myself, thrct the only innonttion will be in the 
direction of preventing worknwn 'vho desire 
to get their beer on Sunday for dinner from 
getting it. I may "'Y ut the outset that I am 
thorou~hiy OPllOHell tn local optinn ;._;o far a,s 
re;;anb prohibition. I am in favour ol local 
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option so far as it applies to the prevention of 
new houses in certain districts being estalJ­
lished; but regarding the closing of tell public­
houses Iamtc.3 thoroughly opposed to it as anybody 
can be, and I will give my reasons for it. I think, 
in the first place, that we have no right as imli­
vidnals to force our opinions in the matter of 
what we shall eat or what we shall drink, or 
what we shall wear, upon any person in society ; 
it is simply going back to the old system which 
existed ages ago and until very lately-the 
"sumptuary laws." That is what it is. There 
Wtts a time in the history of Europe when 
the authorities in the different countries 
prescribed wlmt men shou!cl wear am! almost 
what they should think. I really believe 
that we are tending in that direction now, 
because temperance should be taken out of the 
domain of politics entirely. It belongs to rnoraJg, 
and not to the platform of politics. I will gi vo the 
opinion of a people in the world who have done 
more in the direction of local optionism than any 
people that exist-that is, the Americans. It 
is well known th~t in America there have been 
some Sta1.es that have gone in for local option. 
There have been some districts in the States in 
which local option has been established volun­
tarily, such as the place just rettd about by the 
hon. member for South Brisbane, J\ir. Fra,or­
t:lt. Johnsbury. That is a place in which 
the people themseh'es voluntarily agreed to 
prohibit the sale of lir1uor the same as a society 
of total abstainers; but it is a remarkable fact 
that in respect of so many people in America 
being in favour of local option, and being opposed 
to drinking habits, at the last prm;idential 
election when there were three candidate,;, one 
of whom stoorl upon the prohibition ticket, the 
great body of the American people refused to 
give their vote to that man, simply because they 
did not believe in elevating, or mther de­
grading, te1nperance by bringing it on the 
political platform. Out of the whole number 
of 10,000,000 votes recorded for the president­
ship of America, there were only 90,000 given 
to the prohibitive candidate. That itself is 
a proof that, in the very country where locnl 
option has been most tried, the people do not 
believe that it should be made a politic:1l ques­
tion. I think myself that we nre making a 
serious 1nistake here in 1naking it a. political 
question now. If we do make it one why should 
the question be relegated solely to ratepayers, the 
owners of property? 'rh at is a conservative tradi­
tion, which the hon. gentleman who introduced 
the Bill has not been able to get over. 
In America and Canada, where local option is 
estttblished in some places, the establishment of 
it is not left to the votes of property holders; it is 
left to the votes of the whole people, and I think 
that is the right way. If we t<re to e]e,ztte tem­
perance into politics-to raise it to the political 
platform-we should at least give the people who 
are to suffer, as it were-the people wh<> arc to 
be seriously affected by the operation of this local 
Gption law-the power of saying whether they 
shall be affected or nnt. That is true liberalism 
in politics; but the mty in which this Bill deals 
only with a property qualification is actually the 
most conservative way that can be adopted, and 
I think it i,- only adopted because of our English 
traditional habits. In England no man has bven 
allowed to have a vote until very lately--until 
the Franchise Bill was passed-unless ho was a 
property holder of some kind ''" other. There­
fore, any attempt that has been made on behalf 
of local option in England has always been 
relegated to the ratepn,yers, and we, being 
English people, are simply imitating them. 
If the hon. gentleman really wi ,hes loc.:tl 
option to hav~ a fair chance, he should give 
those who arc to be affected by it the 

chance of saying whether they wi'h to accept 
it or not. I do not think myself at all 
thf\t local option will have the effect of turning 
the portion of the country which will be atfected 
by it into the pttmdisc 'Yhich hrm. members 
imagine. Several of them, I believe, sincerely 
think that all the evils of life spring from the 
drinking of grog. The hon. rnentber for Ipswich 
last night quoted some statistics to prove that 
certain result., were c:1usecl by drinking grog­
that people went nmd through drinking grog. 
Ko doubt they did go mad ; and therefore, 
because they go 1nad through <lriuking intoxica~ 
ting liquor, he woulcl prevent the sale of intoxi­
cating liquors. \Vill the hon. gentleman prevent 
people fron1 bein~· religious because they go ruad 
fron1 religion ? \Vill he cn8Jct a law against any 
n1an pr·ofes~ing belief in these things Lecau~e 
people go rnad frorn being too sincere or frmn 
smnething radically wrong in their n1ental systmn? 
Does the hon. gentlenutn not renwn1ber a return 
which was called for, I think by myself, 
smue years ago, when the late hon. nwn1bc1' 
for Logan (J\Ir. 1\IcLean) made assertions similar 
to those made last night about the people in the 
a,;ylum at \Voogaroo? That return showed that 
a Yery large percentage-I think nearly one-fifth 
of the veople there-were there through religions 
ruania. Surely it i.s no 2xgun1ent in favour of 
vreventing the sale of liquor to say, because 
rnen will go nutd through drinking· grog, li(tnor 
shonld not be sold to anyone. The argument cuts 
both "ays, and there is no argument used on 
either side, I believe, to cmwince men that one 
side is right and the other wrong·. It will he better, 
no doubt, as the hon. nwntLer for :i\Iulgravo 
said last night, if we drank less. 'rhat is, those 
who drink too much. I do not think it would do 
me much good if I drank less; I do not d1·ink 
enough to injure my.'iclf. Bnt it would be better 
if a grea.t lYHtny peoplo who do get drunk \vuuld 
drink less. I do not think the world woul<l be 
so n1uch improved as n1an~~ Reen1 to inutgine if 
there was no drinking at all. I believ-e that 
drink has been sent to us for nse, and if we use 
it properly it will do no harm. I think, myself, 
tlMt before thi., locnl option principle should be 
established it would Le right, imtead of appealing 
to memb~1·s of this House upon the subject, to 
appeal to the people. \\' e are making a radical 
change in the lavr--a change which \Ya~ not 
contempbted nntil very lately; and I think in 
nw.king that chan;.re, in;;tead of taking it for 
granted that because a rosolntion was allowed 
to pass la.st session ~ without division, I 
think-no Licensing Bill will be satisfactory 
unle'is local option be in it-that the people 
are aLm of the san1e opinion, is a nli~take. 
Instead of doing o;o we ought to appeal to them 
and ask their opinion upon the ]JrO]JOSecl change. 
\Ve have appealed to the people in this colony, 
and the people ha Ye also been nppealed to in 
other conntrie'" where rcprc:-;cntative govCl'llluent 
is established, UlJOn matters of far less impor­
tance than this; and I think the local optionists 
wonlcl have been studying their interests or the 
interest of the cause they advocate by appealing 
to the people, ber.,:ct"e if a Jaw of this kind is 
established against the opinion of the people it 
will not work. But if people are once led 
to believe that it is a salutary law they 
and their friends will do all in their power 
to carry it out, although they may not 
he inclined to do so at first. I think that 
inst0ad of going in for local option--tlmt is, 
for the prohibitionary part of local option as con­
tained in this Bill-we should go in for punish­
ing the drunkarcl more than we do ; that, in my 
opinion, \vnuld be a reasonttble course. Some 
persons appe,w to think that the Bills intro­
cluced into this House for the regnlation of the 
sale of liquor have been a bilure. I do not 
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believe they have been a failure. I belieYe that 
there i'l less drunkennc''' in the land now than 
there was ten years ago, and I believe that there 
is less drunkenness in the world than there 
was ten years ago. I do not think the people 
of this colony are given to habits of drunken­
ness. I have tr~tvelled about this colony as 
much perhaps as m "t hon. members of this 
Hom<J, and have frequently seen people at 
large gatheringt-3, and I have seen but ~>;ery little 
drnnkenness. I think if drunlmrcb were more 
Eeverely punished, tmd if the publicans who sup­
plied the drink to make them drunk were more 
:;evorely punislwd, it would be a :;tep in the right 
direction and would do far more good than local 
option. Thio Bill provides for the examina­
tion of liquor in public-houses and for the 
punishment of adulterators. \Vhy not examine 
the liquor before it gets to the publican? 
According to thi8 Bill there seems to be an 
imvres:;ion that it is only the publir\on who 
adulterates the lirruor. lHy own opinion is that 
he does very litt.le of the adulteration-tlmt 
the lirJnor io adulterated before he receives 
it ; that it is adulterated in bond. There 
ohould be a severe inspection of liquor in bond, 
and the punishment for adulteration should be 
as severe as the inspection. I believe the macl­
ne.·m causetl. by grog is by drinking b:1d grog, 
by drinking new wine, and ne\v rurn frmn ~Inc­
lmy. It is the newness and crudeness of the 
spirits consntned that causes n1en to go crazy; it 
is the quality, not the quantity of liquor drunk. 
If we were to legislate in the direction I have 
just indicated I think we should do far more 
good to the con1n1nnity than by going in for locnl 
option. It is quite possible the prohibitory 
provi:;ion of thi8 measure-clause 114-will be 
carried, but I am afraid if it is passed that it will 
be evarled a8 systematically as it is well known 
such a law ha:-; been evn.ded in _Atnerica in those 
States where it ha:; been established. One hon. 
gentleman :;tated to-day, in the emu-se of this 
debate, that he thought the chemists of this 
colony were honourable men, and wonld not be 
found lending themselves to :m evasion of the 
bw. I suppose the chemi,;ts are ::cs honourable 
n8 the chernists anywhere el:-;e, and it i~ a 
well-known fact that in some place,, where local 
option is adopted a man who wants to get liquor 
can get it, l1e0ause he mn ea:;ily get a medical 
certificate stating that it is neces,ary for him. A 
medical certificate can be obtained as easily as 
a Civil Hervant gets one \vhen he \Vants a da,y;s 
rest ; ttnd the chemist is bound to supply 
the liquor when his customer presents a certifi­
cate. Is it not a proved fact that, in some 
places where local option i,, established, ns much 
liquor has gone across the borderc± into those 
places illegitimately as went acru8s lc;:i'itimrttely 
before, in addition to what ha., been introduced 
in tt legal manner? Local option rlid not lead 
to any diminution in the con,;urnption of liquor; 
it simply led to the liquor being consnmed 
priYately, a11d not publicly rtt the bars of 
hotels; ttncl I think the same effect will follow 
here if that principle is carried into law 
without the people being first asked for their 
opinion. If the system is to be embodied 
in our law I think the Government will 
do \Vrong in denying eon1pensation to the publi~ 
cans at present carrying on busines;:; in :-trea,,:; 
where public-houses may be prohibited. The 
argument adYanced by the hon. gentleman 
against such a prnposrtl was that the licensed 
victua1ler::; ha.ve only an annuallicen.se, and under 
tLc existing law may lose it at the end of the 
year. I contend, however, that the bw implies 
that the license will be cuntinued under certain 
conditions-that if a house contains everything 
thrtt i:; required by law, and the public:tn has 
done nothing to disr1ualify him from lwlcling a 

license, he is entitled to get a renewal of it at the 
end of the year. By the new fetcturc introduced 
into this me:1sure under discnssion a publican 
who has been established in any particular area 
nr district may by the will of the people be 
rlepri>-ed of his mer~ns of livelihood, and his 
house will be rendered valueless for the purpoce 
for which it was built. I think, as I have 
intimated, that the hon. gentleman 1m1kes a 
1nistake in denying colnpen;-:,ation to public;_tns 
now carrying on business within what 1nay 
hereafter be a prohibited m·ea. There is a Bill 
before the Victotian l'arlit<ment at the present 
time in which local option is a prominent 
feature; lmt the Government of that colrmy 
has not denied compensation. A portion of that 
Bill provide:. for compensation to men who may 
have been injured by the opemtion of the Bill. I 
do not know the exact way in which it is pro­
posed tlmt compensation shall be given, but 
it is to be given; r~nd that provision will be 
sufficient, I think, to induce people not to inflict 
an injustice on the publican. Xow, as to the 
number of votes which the Bill before hon. 
members says shall be sufficient to put the pro­
hibitory clause in force, I am of opinion that this 
provision is unsatisbctory. The Bill requires 
a majority of two-thircl.s of the ratepayers in the 
district where the vote is taken. I have already 
:;aid that the electors and not the ratepayers 
shonld be the voters in thi,; matter. I think there 
should be a large number of electors in fayour 
of snch a proposal before it is made law­
that is, if the law is to be carried into effect 
after it is pctssed; because if you luwe only a 
bare nmjority in favour of a Ineasure of thi::; 
kind, the large 1ninority will try every 1nettns 
to evade the law, while, if the nmjority is tt large 
uno, the small minority will not be so likely to 
evade its prnYisions. I do not know mnch about 
the ltUtjoritv required in the atr~tes of America, 
but I imO\v that in Canada there is a law 
which requires three-fifths of the voters on the 
electoral roll to cause a prohibition to extend to any 
pa-rticular area or di.-;trict. T \voulcl even go as 
far as saying that the majority should be the 
three-fonrth~, but certainly less than three-fifths 
;;hould not be trtken as " nmjority to e:;tttblish 
local option. 'l'he proposal before the House is 
that here it shnulrl be two-thirdwf the ratepayers 
who vote, not two-thirds of the ratepayers 011 the 
roll. In Camda it is three-fifths of the actual voters 
on the roll ; so that there, before the law is 
established, it must have a Yery brge nmjority 
of the inhabitants of the district in favour of it. 
Hero it may be only a very small minority of the 
inhabitants of a tlistrict \\ ho are in fn.vour of it, 
yet by this Bill they will be alJle to force 
their opinion~ upon a very large n1a-jority, 
who, perhaps, do not belieYe in the principle. 
The actual working of the clause in the Licen­
sing Act of Kew ::louth \Vales-anrl it is not a 
prohibitory clause, lmt ,;imply a clan'e prevent­
ing the extension of public-houses, which I 
helieve in myself becau:;e I do not think that 
public-houses should be forcer] upon people 
:1gninHt their conKent-bnt the actual working 
of the clau'e in X ew South \Vale,; has been 
this: \Vhen the day of election comes it is 
only a few fanatics on both sides who 
vote ; the great mctjority of the people me 
rectlly neutral and do not care much abont the 
matter, antl refrain frmn voting at all. In one 
particular district which I saw mentioned in the 
Sydney 11Iornin{J Hcmld, though at pre,,ent I 
forget the name of it, only one-tenth of the rate­
payers voted, and in another district only one 
ratepayer in eleven voted; yet they are to lmve 
the power of :;aying whether new public-houses 
are to he established or not. The same provision 
exists here, hut it will be wor,;c under this Bill, 
because it will be entire prohibition in:;tcad of 
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simply the extension of licenses. Suppose one­
fifth only of the rateptLyers voted, am! two­
thirds of them carried prohibition, we see that 
still there would be t1 very large majority of 
people who have not been consulted at all, and a 
very brge majority of those entitled to vote who 
did not votP. Can we expect a law ptLssecl in such 
t1 "'"'Y as that to be effective"? Or ct1n we exp0ct 
the people in the district in which tha,t law 
will •)perate to a~si."t ut:; in carrying out that 
law? These are some of the objections I have 
to local option; but my gre"t olJjection i:; that I 
do not believe "ny man has "' rig·ht to force his 
opinions in regard to ea,ting, drinking-, or wear­
ing, upon any other. Upon these points we 
slwuld be pet·fectly free, and temperance shoulcl 
not be "ssoci>tted in any w>~y with our laws. It 
should be mtLcle a matter of morals, t1nd should 
not be ele\ c>ted on to a political phttforrn. 

l\Ir .• TORDAX said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish to 
say"' few words upon the subject, though I have 
begun mther late, but seeing tlmt. the matter WtLS 
so fully di·<cussecl, I lmd not intended to waste 
the time of the House. The remarks nmde by 
the hon. gentlerntLn who h'"' just sat down will 
of course carry that weight with them which his 
speeches a! way:; do in this House. Ko man has 
greater powm·13 of persuasion in dealing with an 
assembly such as this, in this colony. than the 
hon. member who has just spoken. But there 
wa:; one remark which he made thc>t determined 
me to srty t1 word or two. He thinks local 
option will he a failure in the colony, llncl 
further, that we lmve no rig·ht to impose this 
principle upon the colony; and he hopes thtLt 
the Premier will not insist on the local option 
da.use0'3. I suppose he 1neanR that lve ought to 
sti·ike out those clames and do a wtLy with local 
option, as far as the prohibition of the sale of 
li<juor in any di-;trict is concerned. If we do 
that, I think the Bill will iust be a ]lieec 
of WtLste paper. The principle of loC<'Il option has 
been introduced tLt the express wioh of the House. 
'\Vhen the hon. member for Ipswich brought 
fonvard hio n1ution last year it \VU..S ca,rried, I 
believe, without a division. '!'he Hous0 untLni­
mously >tccepted a resolution binding the Gov­
ermnent to bring in a Bill containing the 
principle of loct~l option. One remark made by 
the hon. member for Townsville wt1s this: that 
in Ct1nacla three-fifths of the whole of the 
electors in a di:;trict-the hon. member objects 
tn the conserv:ttive principle of limiting the 
clecision to ratepteyers t1nd thinks the whole 
of the electors should vote-that in Ctllmcla 
"' three-fifths majority of the actm'll permns 
on tlw roll as electors is rec1uired before loclll 
Pption, ~o far a8 prohibition is conccrne(l, i~ 
cttrriml. I arn not a:; well acc1uainted with the;e 
matters as nmny hon. gentlemen; but are there 
not a number of place,; in Canada where luc>tl 
option has been carried? 

An Ho)olm:lUBLE l\:I1mmm: Yes. 

l\Ir. ,TOH1lAK: '\VeiL I uy if three-fifths of 
the whole of the electors are re<]Uired in ll new 
country like Camtdt~, '111d if there t1re a number 
of placreo there-am! I beJ.ieve there 1'\re a grettt 
nnny where local option hao been carried by 
three. fifths of the whole of the electors-it \nmld 
appetLr to me thtLt in that very ad' <cncecl colony, 
popnhted to a very large extent by British 
people-perhaps the most intelligent people in 
the world-the principle of loc,'ll option ha:; taken 
such a hold upon the people there that three-fifths 
of them in lll<Lny places have adopted tht~t prin· 
ciple. In the face of that, I can hardly nnder­
~tand how the hon. uwrnllet· fpr· TowntiYille can 
H\l]l)l<he tlmt this hew will not commend ibclf 
generally to the people in this colony. It mny 
be son10what too conscrvati ve to provide that 
mtej>ayerd only ohould decide this <jnestion. 

The hon. member for J\Iulgrave, the lellder of 
the Opposition, stLys that there t1re only i\0,000 
rate1>ayers in the colony. They constitute t1bout 
one-sixth of the whole population, t1nd they 
represent fi 1 e-sixths of the lwacls of families. I 
think w, tLt all events-the average, I think, 
being five pen;ons to each fan1ily; and thh; 
number will very well represent the fami­
lies in the colony; 11nd, though it is sorne· 
"h''t con:;ervative that ratepayers only should 
decide, I think it is a wise thing thtLt the 
qmclification for voting in this matter should 
be that of a mtepayer. I am, therefore, ghtd 
to see that it hao been adopted in the Bill. 
I think it might further include women­
mtLrried women especially. But whether it 
should be the whole of the electors in a district, 
or the whole of the ratepayers resident in thtLt 
district, or the ratepayers, or tlmt women should 
be allowed to vote as mtepayem or otherwioe, is a 
ruatter for discus-.;ion. I would fmggest that the 
whole que:;tion should be releg,'lted to the manied 
women of the colony-tLncl I know how it would 
go then-I know we ohould have local option 
and prohibition all over the colony. 

The Ho)ol. SmT. 1\'IoiL'\VRAITH: \Ye might 
have local option, but it would not cure drinking. 

l\Ic. JOHDAN : Our intention is not entirely 
to prevent drinking: by this Bill, but our object 
is to stop the improper multiplictLtion of public­
houses. \Ve want to help men who cannot 
control thernsel ves. I was not professedly a 
teetotaller-though pmctictLlly I have been one for 
many years-until the other dtLy, when I wt1s 
present at "' great meeting, tLml by way of 
example I put" blue ribbon on my coat. I did 
not feel thtLt there WtLS any necessity fo;' me to 
take that pledge, becanBe I was practtcally a 
teetottLller before ; but I lmd one or two of my 
boys with n1e, and there \Vas a very large nunl­
ber of people in the lw .. ll-rtlxn1t 3, 000 i-tltogether 
-and I believed there were some amongst them 
who could not control themselves. It \\·as for 
their sake.s I took the plellge-to help them. '\V e 
cannot expect drunkards to ttLkc the pledge if 
people who can control themselves will sttLml 
aside. I am not disposed to interfere with rmy 
verson who takes drink in rnoderation. There 
are some persons \vho may take drink every cby 
and take it in moderation. My idea of taking it 
in n1oderati(ln is taking it \vhen I an1 sick ; but I 

· say let every man'o conscience fix it for himself. 
The object of this Bill, as I understand it, io not 
to lJUt a stop to drinking intoxicating liquors : it 
is only to reduce the temptation to exceosive 
drinking, as far as 've can do it, by legisla,tion. 
I think it will Le admitted thtLt in these colonies 
there i>J '" habit of drinking v-ery freely, not so 
much among the natives of the colonies as 
anwng arri vuls frmn the old country, especially 
ne\v arrivalH. \Ye know that in Europe 
there is "' v-ery preYalent notion tlmt the 
Jabonriug rnn.n cunnot do good work without 
his beer. In these colonic•, it has been ascer­
tainecl-I belie,·e it applies everywhere, lmt 
c,;pecblly in these colonies-that men Clln work, 
and work hard, without intoxicating li<juors of 
any kind, if they are in good health. But our 
population consists Yerv largely of those who 
are recently out from the old country, and the 
drinking habitH which arc too connnon in Great 
Britain :ue repeated here among that claHH of 
people. I think \re 1nay congra.tulate our::;el ve~ 
on the fact that the young· men of _\.ustmlia are 
not, as n. rule, given to exct';~.s in drink. That 
scerns to be the voice of nature proclailning, a;., it 
were, tlu'lt in "' hot climate and a fine clinmte, 
such a~ we enjoy, i11toxic~1ting litluors n.re not 
nece."'my. The clinmte itself is sntficiently 
exhil:.t.l'ating, nnd very few peoplt-·, I believe, 
re<JUire intoxicatin;; fluids in a hot climate. \V e 
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know th::~t J~urope::tns going to Indirc feel th 
effects of the climate ttfter they have been there 
ten 01' fifteen yPetrs, and have to return home. 
Like Anstrali'", it i.s a thirsty land, and unhctppily 
those \Yho go to it fro1n the old country arc gene­
rally in the ht,bit of n~ingthese things very freel:v. 
I know rna..ny per:;ons, ,-;.~ell ln10\\.·a in the civil 
and n1ilitary services of India, who have found 
th'"t they· could work, and work very hard, there 
without taking any intoxic'"ting Huid. I recol­
lect one remarkable case of "' gentleman who 
visite<l us not long ago in queensland-:m old 
1nan, upw~tr(h; of seventy year::; of age, who \vent 
through prodigious labours in In~Ea, nearly evEry 
day of his life-I refer to Dr. Somerville-an<l 
who never took :1 glass of any intoxicating fluid 
during the whole time he was in that c,mntry. 
They told him he could not po.,sibly sustain his 
labours without some stimnlant, but he assured 
us that throughout the whole of his blJours 
there he never touched it. In our own city 
of Brisbane~and it is no won;e than other 
Australian towns-it cannot be denied tlmt 
there are hr too many public-houser•. I 
have not counted them, or gone into statistics 
on the subject ; but some two or three years ago 
~ wa.t:: reqne~ted to wa,it upon our late Governor, 
Sir Arthur Kcnnedy, to ask him to become the 
president of an institution about to be established 
-a bushn1an'R honw-on tmnperancc principles. 
The hcte Bi,hop of Brisbane took :1 very w:nrn 
interest in the question. Sir Arthur Kennerly 
said he would do so nwst gladly, and, rern·trking 
on the number of public-houses in the town, he 
said, "How many public-houses <lo you suppose 
there are between Government House and the 
rail way sbtion?" I replied I <lid not know ; and 
I think he s:.tid there were eightr·en. The object 
of this Bill is to lessen the nu m Ler of public­
houses, and to take c:1re that they are in some­
thing like proper proportion to the inhabitants. 
The great principle of teetotalism is to help 
the we::tk. IYlen who cannot control themselves 
ha Ye g·enerally a cl>tim to the symp::tthies of other 
jJeople, and a very strong claim. \V e know how 
cnsily the lmbit of the excessive use of tbe,e 
thingx H1ides in in a hot country, and where 
people arc generally hospitable. The mo;;t 
large-hearted rnen, the rno~t genial 1nen, Horne 
of the finest men I have ever known in my life; 
men who can keep the table in ::t roar, whose 
cornpany iR ;;;ought after, not only hecnutie of 
their intellectual power 'md hrilli:.tncy, bnt 
because of their kindliness of dispocition--these 
m·e the men who too frequently fall victim" to 
this kind of exce'". The principle of teetotalism 
is to help that cbss of men. I know well 
that '"d vocates of teetotalism often <larna,e 
their own cause immencely by their own 
inten1perance in advocating it. I bave heard 
statements of this kind: that if two gJa,ses 
of \vhi.sky will nw,ke a nwn drunk, ono 
glaRB will make him half rlrunk, nnd so on. 
I have actuallv hearrl it sairl tlMt the wines 
Rpoken of in tl1e in:.~pired ScrivtureR were not 
intoxicating. Can anyone in his BCllEH->~ belie'fe 
Rtwh non;:;;ense as that'? I, although an excePd­
ingly n1oderate drinker, \Vas son1e years ago 
urged to become a staunch teetotttller by "' very 
zealous friend; and. he wtts really to unchristianise 
me because I would not do so. I hold my view' 
temperately and with goo61 tempE:r. There are 
one or two thing·s in the Bill which I consider 
ttre defects, and which I should like briefly to 
refer to, because they can be easily removed in 
committee. They have '"lready been dealt with 
at length by the hon. member for Ipswich, and I 
agree with almost OYery one of his rcrnnrks 
on thiN question. 'rbat hon. lnmn1x:r uwy he 
called the Sir \Vilfrecl Lawson of Qneensbnd, 
and I con,ctratubte him on the fact th'"t he 
htts Leen more ouccessful than the tl,jlOotle of 

local OJ,tion in Gre'"t Britain, inasmuch as Sir 
\Vilfrid Law.<on had to bring the question "' 
great n1any titnes before the HonRe of Con1tnonF; 
before he could get the principle affirmed. The 
first of theoe defects has reference to clnbR. I 
think ciubs should be licerbed. I cannot under­
stand why gentlen1en ohould be '"ble to go 
to their clubs and no;e these things even in 
moderation, as I suppose they do g-enerally, nnd 
that the clubs sh.mld not have to pay n license. 
Is there one law for the poor and another for the 
rich'! I believe very much in wh'"t the hnn. 
member for Ipswich s'"id, th'"t the effect of it 
would Bitnply be that working n1en'8 clubs 
for drinking will be est'"blished all over the 
country, and especially in the large towns. 
\Vhen th'"t remo,rk was made someone cheerer_!, 
'"s though he thought it would be " very 
good thing-. My opinion is that it would be a 
very bad thing. Although we cannot pnt "'stop 
to drinking, we can regulat0 it; we can reduce 
the number of public-houses to it,s proper propor­
tion to the popul>ttion. A man who lms"' weak­
ness in this direction mav withstand the tempta­
tion of the funres tlmt issue from the door of one 
public-house, but when he is as·,ailed '"t every 
few steps, he falls before he gets to the end of 
the Ktr·eet. The effect of this Dill will be that 
working· men's clubs will be established every­
where, and th'"t men will go there to drink ; in 
which ctl,se the object of this Bill will be to tt 
great extent frustmted, e,;pecially in towns. 
That would he n most undesirable thing. It is 
said that if they do not drink in public-houses 
they will drink o,t hmne. But at home there is 
the wife, and there are Yery few men so 
sottish that they will sit down '"nd get 
drnnk in the presence of their wives. It is "' 
hllacy to say that this is >tn ::~ttempt to legisl:tte 
against the wishes of the poor man-th'"t 
it is to restrain the poor man. There are 
no poor 1nen in 1\ustralia ~ o-::cept the poor 
drunkards. \V or king n1en are in a ntore inde­
Jl''ndent po·ition than almost any other men in 
the colonv, unless they have an independent 
fortune. "[f the workingnmn has health-which 
he generally has in this clim>tte-and is tem­
perate, he js not a lH)or rnan. There i:-5 no l>overty 
-no necessary poYerty, th:mk God !-in these 
An,tmlian colonies. \Vhere is the man so poor 
that he cmmot afford to buy a bottle of beer on the 
Batnrday night to drink at hcnne on the Dunclay? 
There is another question intimately connected 
with this subject-that of barmaids. Hon. 
member,; may laugh, but I do not consider it a 
laughing tnatter. 'Vould any geutlen1an in this 
Hnnse like his drtughter to be employed in a 
public-house--in the most respect'"ble hotel to 
be found in the colony"! I think not. Let them 
pl'"ce themselves in the position of the poor man. 
vVould any man, if he could help it, not prevent 
hisda,ughterfnnn taking the position of a bannaid, 
especially if she was :1 woll-f'"voured and pretty girl? 
\Vould any of those ladies-Mrs. Meredith and 
othen.;~who ha.ve btkcn ;.illch an interest in 
:::ending (JUt reRpectable girl:-5 as Hervants to tbiK 
colonv, ,,]vise thenJ to take employment at the 
bar of an hotel? Let me a.,k this, sir-\\" ould any 
lloman \';1,tholic clergymen--beC(l,llSO they t>cke a 
very prominent part in the teetotal movement all 
over the world-would they like to see their 
young wmnen cmuing out frnn1 Ireland en1ployed 
in a pulJlic-house brtr? I think not, sir. There 
is no part of the world that I know where 
young \VOlilen are so virtuous :J,S they are in 
Ireland, or where what the hon. member for 
J\IulgraYe calls "free" is so uncmnn1on as it is 
in Irehw<l. The hon. member told us yc,;terday 
that in Italy, the further you go south the less 
women driuk and the more free they tl,rC in their 
m'"nners. I nmlerstnod him to mean that they 
are more louse; and l suppu:.;e the converso uf that 
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proposition is true-that the more a m:tn drinks 
the more virtuous he becomes and the less liable 
to temptation of other kinds. I do not say 
that the hon. member meant that, but he 
just threw in the remark to enli\"en the 
debate, which "oulcl be very dull without 
the ready wit and repartee and cleverness 
of the hon. gentleman. In fact, I think it 
a great privilege, sir, to be mnong'-'t the n1ute 
1r1ernhers on this side-the "du1nb dog·::.," aH. 
they have been called-and listen to the speeches 
of the hon. the Premier and the hon. the leader 
of the Opposition. \Ve sit here and enjoy their 
wit and humour and that of the hon. member 
for Balonne, and they do not charge us any­
thing extra for doing ~o. There is another 
fallacy-at least I think so-that was given 
uttemnce to by the hrm. member for 'rowns­
ville. He baicl-as a proof that the hulk of the 
people of the United States were not in favour 
of local option- that, at the last election for 
l'residont. one of the candidates who had 
announced himself to be in favour of local 
option with prohibition was not elected-that 
he got only 00,000 votes ont of 10,000,000. That 
is jun1ping at conclusions with a Yengeance. 1 
SUJll"'"'' that if his ability had been as great, or 
if his clmmcter stood ecjnally high with the 
other candidates-if he were such a man as 
Ahraham Lincoln or that grand man Garfield­
he woulrl have gone in though he had been a tee­
totaller or an advocate for local option. I believe, 
sir, that both Lincoln and Garfie,ld were tee­
totallers. Does the hon. gentleman, with all his 
cleverness, give a,., the rea~:;on '':hy this umn \Vas 
not elected that he was in favour of local optinn? 
The fact is undi,-;puted that he got only that 
number of Yotes ttnd s01ncone else wa.K elected, 
hut I do not think it was bec.mse he was a local 
optionist. .r\nother hon. uwmber said some~ 
thing last night with reference to publicans 
which I do not think should be allowed to p;"'s. 
He •mid that they were looked down upon-that 
they were called the pariahs of society, and other 
hard things ; but I a1n f.:ure he did not Inean it. 
I ha,·e heard nothing hard said ahont the ]JUb­
licans. Notably the hon. member for Ipswich 
Baid he had nothing to ~my :1gainst lmhlicanR­
again~t their general character; aud the hon. the 
l'remier very carefully guarded him,olf against 
Baying a,nything against the1n in hb opening 
lhddre'''· He said-

"It i,~ to the interc.;t of ovrrymw that the hon-:cs 
in which in t.oxieatin.~ li(JHOJ\-; are sold slionlU 1Je rc~vcet­
t:thlc, atHl there arc no p(~Ol*~ more dc:-;iron~ ot ~ccing all 
rca"'ouablr provisions made hy l<Lw to bring about that 
rr.,nlt than the kePper.'i of Rncll lwn,o.:,es, with a few 
l'Xl~cptious, o£ \Vhom the majority arc very much 
ashamed.'' 

\Vhat is there in that reflecting upon the 
character of the puhlicm1s of the colony? 'l'he 
same hun. member amused himself very much 
by telling a tale w hi eh I think a good many 
people had read before-about J\Iiko or Ike, the 
"uall boy who was sent by his fnther to visit his 
uncle ,Jacub and hi;; fmnily, who were all good 
Presbyterians and teetotallers, and how the boy 
got drunk while he was there, >imply because 
they were all good l'resbyterians and teetotallers. 
The hotL gentleaHUl use,] the word "Presby­
terian" in u, g·enera,l sense, a:-; applicable to all 
person:-i who are son1etin1e:) cn1lcd "psaln1~ 
~inger~" and \'lho are con:;idcred by smne people 
a~ hypocrites ; hut he did not mean it at all in an 
offensi1·e way. I have no doubt he h:cs a gTeat 
respect for Presbyterians, if they are only con­
sistent; hut he ha:; a great horror-et superhtivc 
horror-perhaps n morbid horror-of all impos­
tor,, and I may say the same for myself. He 
does not believe in :-:barns of any kind, lmt he 
respect-; a man if he is consistent in vdut he 
profes;;es. I shall support the Bill, sir, and I am ! 

quite confident thltt the Premier intends to carry 
through the principle of local option; otherwise 
we might save ourselves all this time. 

Mr. SHERIDX:'{ said : ::\Ir. Speaker, -
Although this motion has been discussed intel­
li"·ibly, comprehensi1·ely, and with good temper, 
and in ::mch a n1anner as to recornrrleiH.l 
itself to the good taste and good feeling of 
every person in this honourable House, I 
still feel it my duty to add a few words; 
not with the liope or the view that my words 
will add much to what has been already so 
ably discussed, but because I feel very. strongly 
upon the subject. I may he excused tf I sr~y_ a 
few 0"•ltistical words. I shall not he alone m 
doin,"so because my hon. friend the member for 
Oxley, ~ncl my old friend the member for South 
Bri'lbanc, have indulged in that kind of language. 
I may say, sir, that 1 never was a teetotaller. I 
am not a 'teetotaller, and, without I am strongly 
recommended to be so by my medical man, I 
never shall be a teetotaller. I say this because 
I do not wish to sail under false colours. I wish, 
when I speak on this subject, that everybody 
\Yho hears me may perfectly understand whata~e 
my views on this v-ery importa:>t subject. It lS 
not the first time that I have sard so. I have pre­
sided at ten1per<1nce n1eetings and have nul,de 11:-)8 

of the sarne wor(ls and for the sarne reasonH 
that I have already stated. I feel a good deal 
on the subject, and I am sincerely an,xious 
that this Bill may he the means of rlomg a 
great deal of good througho\1t the l~ngth and 
breadth of quecnsland. I wrll not chscui'S the 
various chcuses of this most excellent Bill, because 
thev will be dealt with in connnittee. I will 
mei:ely allude to a few subjects arising '~nt of 
them, so that my speech may not ho vveansnme 
or long, and that I may not occupy much of t!1e 
attention of this House. I may tell you, Hlr, 
with re(rnrd to pnblicans-a .. s reference waH n1ade 
to tlwn~last nig·ht by the hrm. member for \Vide 
Bav-that there are good and bad publican.~. I 
ha~:c lmd great ex]Jerience of publicans and 
public-houses m:>'self, bec:>use, for many years, 
in my position as a jn,;tice o~ the peace, I sat 
upon licensing benches and dtd my duty as a 
nwgistrrLte in the gTanting of lic•,,nses and :;o!ne­
times in the c;mcelling· of licenses ; and of tins I 
am certain : that if a had man becomes a public­
can he becomes no better-he ~·oes on from bad 
to worse ; while, on the other hand, there . are 
publicans who ~re just as good member~ of soclCty 
as nny others w1th whmn w.e nmy corn: 111 co!ltnct. 
They '"'e benev-"lent, kmd, vYell-:ntentwne?, 
and rc..,pectablc nwn, and keep th~n' house::; 111 

the same manner. .\.t the same tnne, I rq>c,<tt 
that becoming a publican does not improve a 
1ua.n. ..A.lthongh no pl'OYision i~ n1acle in the 
Bill for it, I am extremely anxious that upon 
election days all public-houses in the innnec\i':te 
neighbourhood should be cloeed from the lJogm­
iniT to the end of the poll- that is to c"ay, from 
U ~>~clock in the n1orning till 4 o'cloc1~ in the 
aftcmoon. JYicn nnturally get C'<Clted at 
eJection~. They have strong politiea,l opinion~, 
and they are not improved by the <1uantity 
nf ,trcn1g drink which is frequently given 
to them at the expense of the candidate, 
perhaps, or that of his friends. \Vith respect to 
the licensing benches, of whrch I haY: had some 
egperience, I repf"tt that the Btll shoulLl 
provide very carefully for those who are to 
preside ; and I may s!Cy tha~ the agen~s ~or 
insnrance con1panieK, ~ecretanes for l_11nldn1g 
~ocieties, or JllOl'tgagees 0~ any r·>nblic-house 
should not be competent to srt upon the bench. I 
now cmue tot he barnw,ids, aboutwhon1 a great deal 
has been said, but who are not mentioned in the 
Bill. Tt would be a great harrlship to pass '" 
measure that wonlrl tnrn ,100 or 500, or, ]>erhaps, 
1,000 young· females out of employment. If by 
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any possibility such a measure should pass, I 
sincerely hope that they will be amply cotn­
pens::tted. I belie,·e that barmaids will bear a 
very favoumble comp::trison with ::tn ecpml 
number in their stntion of life. I do not know 
any reason at all why barmaids should not be 
as rf'.;.;pectable as drapers' shop girls, a.nd \Yhy 
th0y should be dcpri ved of :1 means of earning 
a living-I hope respect"ble, "11d which I believe 
to be respect"ble. I do nnt know why men "re 
pernlitted in the various draper::J' esta,bli...,lnnentK 
in town to perform dnties which fairly ::tnd justly 
belong to wo1nen. In France, there iN not, per­
h"ps, in the whole of P"ris, a draper's est"blishment 
or anything of that description, where any man 
is employed. The employes are all women, 
even the book-keepers. The l<'rench nnderstand 
very well how to employ women, ::tnd make men 
do men's work. 'rho idea of a stout fellow 
attending at a table when he onght to be in the 
field, when he onght to be a stockm::tn or a farm 
labourer, insteacl of doing work thnt w01nen 
could do so much better. There is not one ohm who 
would not rather be" aited upon by a pleasant, 
agreeable girl, than by a n1an with his coat off, 
a napkin over his shoulder, with perhaps a 
pin1ple on his nose or sornething disagTeeable 
about him. It is no laughing matter. I have 
no doubt that tho:'le hon. gentlemen who so 
agreeably b.~ngh upon this occm;inn are quite 
with me and endorse every word I say, and 
would be much rather waited upon by a plP.:tsant, 
handsome-faced Phyllis or He be, than by the s•nt 
of men I ha Ye endeavoured to describe. Alln· 
sions have been made to the British Isles, to Eng·­
land, Scotland and Ireland. I believe in the olden 
times an Irishman could hold his own with ::tny­
body in the matter of drink. The story goes that 
the crcsk of claret was put upon the trcble, the 
door locked, and the key thrown out of the 
window. There rcre also stories told of the great 
quantity '" Scotchman could drink-in fact, 
Robbie Burns described Scotchmen as the 
greatest drinkers in the world except Danes and 
Norwegians. The hon. n1ernber for ~1ulgrave 
knows perfectly well of Tam o' Shanter's cap"· 
bilities, with his friend Souttltr J'ohnnie-

" Tam 1o'ed him like a Ycra b1·ither; 
They had been fou for \veeks thegither.'' 

Those days are gone by, and in the British 
I:;lamls temperance, thttnk goodness, is spread­
ing far and wide and the country is becoming 
wlmt it ought to be. Owing to the influence of 
such men as Sir \Vilfrid LawRon, I have no 
doubt that the day will soon arrive when·drunken­
ness will he a mt~tter of hiHtory·-a thing of the 
past. I was present when the celebrated apostle 
of temperance, Father Niathew, administered the 
pleclge, it is said, to 20,000 persons. Previous 
to this I remember very well, in the country I 
came from, that on St. Patrick's Day three out 
of four of the ordirmry persons you met 
were under the influence of lirtuor. One year 
after :Father Mathew administered the pledge, 
I saw St. Patrick's Day pass by without a 
solitary drunken individual. Such was the influ­
ence he had over the population ; and there is no 
doubt that at this moment the beneficial influ­
ence which he exercised is still felt. Ireland is 
not the country it used to be so far as drinking 
habits are concerned. The hon. member for 
Townsville alluded to a strict examination of the 
drink that i:; supplied to the people, and said 
he thought it should be examined in bond. 
There is no doubt that he is perfectly right 
there. ':rea is now e~··tarnined, and any 
tea that is not fit for use is either destroy,Jrl 
or se11t out of the colony. There ig no reason 
why spirits and wine am] beer should not 
undergo the san1e ordeal and be exan1ined as tea 
is, so that it may con duce to the health and not 
to the injury of the individuals who take it. 

Drink of every description should be carefully 
analysed in the various public-houses. \Vith 
regnrd tn local option, I an1 entirely in favour of it, 
but it should only be carried out upon two-thirds 
of ratepayers actually residing in the district 
voting for it. t; nder tho8J cirC1nn,stnnces 
I think local optinn would be exceedingly 
beneficial to the country. So great ·wa~ 
the abhorrence of drunkenness in the old 
Hom::tn Empire that we read that the Ronmn 
fathers and mothers used to make their sbns 
drunk in order that their children might be 
horrified at the idet> of seeing a drunken person ; 
and on the Continent, to thi., clay, drunkenness 
is not nearly so prevalent as it is in the 
British Iolamls and in our colonit·s. There 
they have wine-shops all ewer the country, 
and the consequence i, that there is very 
little real drunkenness. I have never seen 
a Frenclnnan drunk, nor hn,ye I over seen :1 

French teetotaller. They all drink wine, and do 
not abm;e it. I therefore sec no reason why 
wine-shops Rhonlcl not Le C:-,trtblishe1l throughout 
the length and breadth of this country, and hy 
degrceB persons will be a,ccnst01necl to drink 
wholesome wine and water, and their thirst 
will he appeased, and they will haYe suflicient 
stitnulants \vithout having recourse to drunken­
ness. I will not delay the Hom,eany longer. The 
subject has been exhaustecl,::tncl the various matters 
dettlt with in the Bill have been explained infi­
nitely hetter than I have endeavonred to explain 
them. But this I will say-::tnd it comes home to 
everybody-that drunkenne,s is the parent of ::tll 
crimes. It destroy,; more than cholera or t)·phoid 
fever, or all the other ills of life put together, 
and to the ruin of health is added the ruin of 
character. I therefore hope this Bill will pass, 
and that it will be a means of inducing- in this 
colony a better state of things than exists now­
namely, that this will be a colony that will have 
a revutation for tern perance. 

Mr. FJ<;RGUSON said: l\:lr. Spe,l<er,-I do 
not like to allow such an important measure as 
this to pass without saying a few words upon it. 
I consider that thi,; Bill is one of the most impor­
tant measures we ha Ye had before us this session 
or that we ::tre likely to have submitted for our 
consideration. It is a measure which will affect 
every home in the colony, not only of the present 
generation but of future generations. I canno~ 
say that I accept the Bill in its entirety, but I 
believe that the general principle of it is good, 
and that the time has ll,ITh·ed when certain 
restrictions should be put on the liquor traffic. 
l'\o one can be insensible to t.he evils of this 
traflic or to the enormous amount of poverty 
that it causes, not only in this colony but in 
other countries as well. I will, in the few remarks 
I have to offer, de"'l specially with the local 
option part of the Bill. I believe the people 
should have the right to say whethEr there 
should be any incre::tse in the number of public­
houses in the district in which they rm,ide or 
not. \Ve know very well that in the establish­
ment of new settlements no sooner are there a 
dozen or two dozen houses erected than a public­
house is established and temptation brought 
right to the doors of the people, who would be 
far better and more prosperous without a public­
hou,;e. I believe aloo that the people should 
have the right to say whether the number of 
licenses alreadv existing should he reduced. \Ve 
know that the number of public-houses at the 
preRent tilne is altogether beyond requiren1ent~­
altogether beyond what they should be accordmg 
to the population. \V e know th"'t there are 
many public-houses in outside streets where there 
is no tmfli.c but that of the locccl inhccbitants, and, 
in f"'ct, th;ct there are a number of such places 
which ought to be clone away with as soon as 
possible. I believe, further, that the people in tt 
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certain locality, or division, or municipality, 
should have the right to say whether they will 
have any public-hou8es at ttll, though I do not 
say that the time has arrived for this change. I 
think that when the time arrives ctnd the 
people are edueated Hp to the matter the 
r'"tepayers residing in any particular locality 
should have the right to decide that que>tion. I 
cannot see that any other plan would work more 
fairly than this : that only the ratepayers who 
reside in a ward where a vote is taken shoulcl be 
allowed to vote. If we adopt any other prin­
ciple, and permit people in other parts of the 
municipality to vote, they might cctuse the 
ctctual residents in the ward to be outvoted. It 
has been said that ratepayers are property 
ownem, and the <]uestion has been asked why 
should this mattm· be left to property owners ? 
Bnt that is not correct. I know pn>perty owners 
who have, say, a dozen tenants, and each of 
these tenctnts has a vote, although they do not 
own a rood of property in the locality, and the 
property owner has only one vote, so that in 
some c:tses there are eleven votes of non-property 
owners to one of property owner,,. As I have 
said, 1 think that only residents of" loc>tlity where 
a poll is taken should be allowed a voice in the 
matter. If any other per.-;ons are permitted to 
vote they might swamp them and upset what 
the persons most concerned wish to obtain. At 
the same time, whilst approving of local option, 
I think there should be provision made for 
cornpensation in certain casPs, though not in all. 
I do not thfnk there should be any compen,;ation 
allowed to puhlicans whose places of business are 
situated in vlaces where they can be readily 
adapted to any other purpose in a week or a 
fortnight, without any loss whatever to the pro· 
prietor of the house. If there is any loss at all 
in such a ease it will fall on the licensee, and, 
as has been pointed out, he has only a license 
from year to year. If the property is owned by 
the licensee he can turn it to some other use ; 
but where a man builds a house away from 
any business locality and the house is not fit for 
anything but an hotel, and could not be used for 
any other purpose-if his license is taken away 
he should, I think, receive compensation. But 
there are still harder cases than this, of which I 
can speak from my own knowledge. Take, for 
instance, the case of " licensee who leases 
a piece of ground for perhaps fifteen years, 
one of the conditions of the lease being 
that he erects a house on the bnrl ol' 
a cert><in valur, and that the house at the 
expiration of the term of the lease becomes the 
property of the landlord. If within a couple of 
years after the licensee has built the house, 
it is decided that the change made by the 
provision of this measure shall come into opera­
tion in that district, and he does not receive 
a renewal of his license, it is only fair in his 
Cllse that he should be allowed compensation. 
The owner claims the property and the licensee 
cannot remove a stick from it, so that the 
house is an absolute loss to him. In instances 
such as the two I have mentioned, compensation 
ought, in my opinion, to be allowed, and I do 
not think that hlm. members would decline to 
give compensation under such eircmustctnces. 
There would be very few ca,es like this, but 
that there are some I am certain. Therefore, 
although I believe in the principle of local 
option, I think we ought to be just and provide 
that compensation should be given in cases such 
as I have described. There is no doubt that the 
liquor traffic should be restricted in every possible 
way. I believe that if a good sy:;tem of inspec­
tion were adopted and carried out properly so as 
to prevent any bad liquor being sold, that 
would do as much good as any other plan 
contemplated by the Bill. I am glad to see 

that provision is made here for inspectors to 
be appointed for the examination of lir[tHlrs. 
I believe also in the clmtse which reduces the 
hours of sale. I think 11 o'clock at night is 
quite late enough for any hotel to be open. I 
notice, at the so.me time, that billittrd and baga­
telle rooms are to be permitted to remain open 
until 13 o'clock, That should not be. 'fhey 
should be closed at the same hours cts the public­
hou,;es. \Ve know very well that most of the 
public-houses now have billiard-tables, and when 
the ba.rs are closed-if there are any people in 
them-they will all flock to the billiard-rooms ctnd 
drink there until 12 o'clock. 'l'he same hour of 
clo,.;ing should apply to both bar and billiard or 
bagcttelle room. I agree with the clause pro­
viding that hotels should be closed entirely on 
.Sundttys, and I think it a very good clause 
indeed. \V e know very well that a great deal 
of drunkeunoNs takeH phwe on Sundays, and a 
great deal of drinking will be prevented if the 
lJublic-houses are closed entirely on Sundays. I 
approve of the Bill as a whole, and with a few 
matters that may be eftsily >~mended in com­
mittee I think it a very good one. The subject 
has now been threshed out, and I will only 
further take up the time of the House by saying 
that I shall support the second reading of the 
Bill. 

(luestion-That the Bill be now read" second 
time-put and passed. 

On ilhe motion of the PREMIER, the com­
mittal of the Bill was nmde au Order of the Day 
for to-nwrrow. 

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL.-ADDITIONAL 1IE:\IBIHU:l 
BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced the rec~ipt of a 
message fron1 the Legisla,tive Council, intin1ating 
that the Council had agreed to this Bill, with 
certain amendments, with which they requested 
the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly. 

On the motion of the PHEMIER, the message 
was ordered to be taken into consideration in 
committee to-morrow. 

PACIFIC ISLANDERS :E::'>IPLOYERS 
Cm.IPEl'\Si\TION BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
1nessage frmn the Legislative Council, intinlating­
that the Council had agreed to this Bill, with 
certain amendments, with which they requested 
the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the message 
wa,, ordered to be taken into consideration in 
committee to-morrow. 

ELECTIO::-JS BILL-COMMITTEE. 
On the Order of the Day being read, the House 

went into committee tu further consider this 
Bill. 

On clause 39, as follows :-
"If in any case it appears to a re::{istration conrt 

that any verson has made or attempted to sustain any 
groundless or frivolous and vexations claim or objection, 
the court may order the payment by such per.-;on of 
the costs or of nny pnrt of the costs incurred by any 
person in rec;;isting- sneh claim or objection. And in 
every such case the conrt shall make an order in 
writing specifyiug the sum to be paid, and by and to 
whom anll when and >vhere the same shall be 1mid, 
an1l in any such case the snm of five .;;hillings dcpm<Ited 
with any objeetion mp.y be ordered to be avpli, rl in 
payment of such cost8 : hnt if any objection mncle is 
sustained, or no order for costs is made, the sum of 
fiVtJ shillings so deposited slutll lJe returned to the 
objector." 

Mr. CHUBB said there was one wor.l in the 
clause which ehould be altered, and that was the 
word "resisting," in the 5th line. It hardly 
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met the case. The clause did not appear to 
provide for a person who had maintained his 
objection getting costs. He would sugget-Jt that 
the \Yord ''resisting" be mnitted, and the word 
"maintaining" inserted. 

The PREMU:R s"id th"t if a person brought 
any frivolonR or vexation~ clairn or objection, 
the clam;e provided that he might be called upon 
to pay the costs of the person "resisting" that 
cbim. 

Mr. CHUBB said the clause said, "The court 
may order the payment by such person''~that 
wa>; the person bringiug the claim or objection~ 
" of the costs or of any part of the costs incurrecl 
by any pm~,~,on in resisting such clain1 or objec­
tion." vVhat he wished to ]JOint out was that 
the person \vho succee.ded in n1ainta,ining his 
cl:tim or objection should get his costs, as well as 
the person who rnight be successful in resisting rL 

claim or objection. The clause only met one case. 
The PREMIER said he thought the clause 

was right as it stoocl. Two classes were to be 
dealt with~the person who m"cle a groundh·ss 
claim and the person who made a groundless 
objection. The person who resisted the ground­
less claim or groundless objection 1night get his 
cost.,. There had been an attempt to put the 
idea into a few words, and he thought the attempt 
had been successful. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 40~"Costs may be recovered"~passed 

as printed. 
On clause 41-" Duration of rolls and what 

roll to be used if new one incomplete; residence 
qualification must continue to within nine 
months of election"-

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWll.\ITH said, with 
regard to subsection 2, wh><t machinery would 
be put in operation to decide whether a voter 
who claimed to vote should have his vote 
regi;.,tered at all ? According to lJI'actice, up to 
the pre,sent time the fact of a man being on the 
roll was the only proof refruired for his right to 
vote, but in the clause under consideration a 
new qualification was introduced. In addition 
to a man being on the roll he must have lived 
one month as a uuna ,tide resident in the district. 

The PRE:\-IH~R baid the h<ln. gentleman was 
not present in the House during the session in 
which the Bill was passed of which the clause 
was a re-enactment. The Bill passed in the first 
session of last year. The machinery adopted 
was contained in the GSth and 73rd sections of 
the Bill, which were also re-enactments of the 
Act of 1884. The fourth question provided by 
the 68th section was-

" Ha Ye you been \Hthin the last nine months 7wad .fhle 
resident for a period of one month within this electoral 
district?" 
And the fifth~ 

(( \Vhere was your residence~" 
The 73rd section provided~ 

"Xo person rctluired to answer the qtw-:tions herein­
before prescribed, or any of them, shall be permitted to 
vote until he has answered the s~tme in writing, signed 
by him, to the satisfaction of the presiding of1ieer, and 
in such a manuer as to show that he is entitled to vote, 
nnd at that polling place, nor nnlehS he answers the first 
and fourth of such questions in the affirmative. 

"~\.ny pr'rson required to answer the fifth of such 
questions shall do so with particul~Lrity, and iu such a 
manner as to dcarlv indicate the locality of his resi­
dence " 
Those were the provisions that were adopted 
in the session of last yc:n, after Yery full discus­
sion. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 42, 43, and '14 passed as printed. 
Clause 45~" Heturning officers for electoral 

districts "-passed with a verbal amendment. 
Ch<uses 4G to 48 passed as printed, 

On clause 49, as follows :~ 
"rrhc retnrning ottlncr shnll enrlorf.1C upon the writ 

so dirceted to him the day on which he rcecivcs it, and 
shall forthwith give pnhlin notke of the da~' and l)hwc 
of nomination, and of tl1e daY of polling mentioned in 
the writ, and of the ~-·yernl polling places, and of a 
p,)nveniL'llt honso or place to be named by the return­
ing; oll1ecr. at the plat'n of nomination at \Yhicll he \Vill 
be JHC:scnt lH~tween the ltnnrs of fonr and six: o'elnck 
afte1' noon on the day prceedillg tire tlay of nomination 
for the purpose of receiving the nomination pa]JOrs 
of candidates, nnd shall al~o as soon a:-; po:-,~oihlc give 
vulJlie notice of any yolling place appointed after the 
issne of the writ. 

n Provided that a nmniuntion paper may be received 
hy tlw returning oflieer at any time or place before tltc 
saitl hour of fonr o'clock." 

The PREMIER moved as an amendment to 
in,;ert the words "within the electoral district" 
after the words " house or place." He said 
those words had formerly been in the clause, and 
he thought after all it was desirable to retain 
them. On one oceasinn a difficulty had arisen 
in the electorate of Gregmy with regard to the 
nomination being held in the electoral district ; 
but tlmt difficulty had now been remove,], and 
he thought it would be lJetter to provide that 
the nomination should take place within the 
district. 

_._l\_n1endn1ent agreed to; and clause, as arnendod, 
put and pttssefl. 

Clauses GO and !51 passed as printed. 
Clause G2 passed with a verbal amendment. 
Clauses 53 and 54 passed as printed. 

On ch<use 55, as follows :~ 
('If any candidate is de~ irons of retiring frorn his 

candidature lte ma~·, not later than two clear days after 
the <lay ofnomina..tion, ~ign and deliver to the returning 
ollic>er a notice in the follmving form or to the like 
effect:-
" To the Returning Oilicer of the Electoral District 

of . 
('I, A.B., do hereby retil'e from being· a candidate for 

the electoral di:strict of at the ensuing 
elcdiou. 

'' Dated this day of 18 
(((Signed) A.B. 

'' 1\-itncss: 
"O.D. 

" 'l"'hc returning omcer, on the receipt of :mch notice, 
shall omit the name of the person so retiring frmn the 
ballot papers to be used at the e!Pction, or, tf n,ny nf 
such paiHJrs have been printed, shall erase his name 
there from. 

"'!'he person s.o retiring sha.ll not be capable of being 
cle;3tetl nt the election, aud if the number of candidates 
is by his rotirmncnt reduced to the umaber of lJCrsous 
to be clecteU at the eler~tion, then the rtJturning officer 
slmll fortlnvith declare the remaining candidate~ or 
candidate to be dnly elected as thongh the tnunber of 
candidates lmd not exceedctl the number of members to 
be elected, and the rctnrnlug offieer shttll mal\:e known 
as publicly as possible, by advr-rtisemcut or otllcnvisc, 
the fact of the retirement of such candidate." 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he considered the clause 
was a highly objectionable one. Corrupt prac­
tices were just as easy for candidates as for 
electors, and were just tts likely to be 
resorted to by them. It seemed to him an 
exceedingly \vrong thing that a Inan \vho had 
consented to stand for a constituency should, 
after it was too late to nominate anybody else, 
be allowed for any reason to retire. In a 
matter of that kind there were more than 
the candidate to consider ; there were the 
electors to consider. It was quite possible 
that the electors, being in favour of smne 
p:nticular policy or party, might be very 
much in earneot about the return of a "'-'lndi­
d>lte who W<mlcl reprc·wnt their views, while the 
ca.ndidate n1ight not be ne:1rly "-'O genuine a,nd 
earnest about it; and it would be an injustice to 
the electors if, from any cause whatever, the 
c::tndidate were allowecl to retire after being 
nominated, with the result of tt candidate being 
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returned who was not perhaps thr, man of their 
choice. The clause rer1uired careful considera­
tion, because as it stood it r:o,ve a candido,te the 
option, at a time when no ~lthcr candiclate could 
be nominated, of withdrawing from the contest. 

The PREJ\IU;R said that the power of with­
drawing rr1ight be abused, there was no doubt­
the way to meet that was to make any corrupt 
withdrawal punishal>le-but the hon. member 
must not forg-et the other side of the question. A 
nutn n1ight be norninatetl without hi~ consent, 
and if he was not allowed to withdmw any six 
electors conld compel a contest. The candi<lnte 
might be quite unwilling to stand, and yet the 
country might l>e put to the expeme of a con­
tested election, entirely in vain. That would be 
very undesirable. Under the Bill, as under the 
previous Election Acts of the colony, a cancliclate 
wns not l>ound to assent tu his nomination. If 
he di<l, there would l>e reason for saying that 
he should not afterward:, withdntw. His 
cqnsent \Vas not rec1nired, nJr was it de~irable 
that it should be, becan,;e it might often hanpen 
tlmt the gentleman nominated was out of the 
colony at the time, or in some place where he 
could not signify his consent in time for the 
nomination. All those things considered, the 
provision was tt very reasormble one, r~nd he did 
~ot remember any instance in the colony where 
rt lmd been abused. His only doubt about the 
cL111se was as to the time-two clear ditys. The 
reason for that w"s that in populous constituen­
cies not more than four days nsnally elapsed­
perhtlps not so much-between the nomination 
ancl the election ; ancl it had occurred to him that 
the difficulty might be got over by making it 
half the time between the nomination and the 
dnte of the poll. But that in some cases might 
not be sufficient time for the returning officer to 
make the altered armngements. On the whole 
he thoug-ht it better to leave the clano;e as it 
stood, especially as it had worked well for some 
years past. 

The Ho~. SIR T. MoiL\VRAITH snicl they 
ought to make up their min<ls as to wlmt they 
wanted to attain by the clause before they pro­
ceeded to consider its merits. Did they want to 
Sitve the country the cost of conte,tecl elections, 
or to give a candidate the privilege of retiring 
and getting his £20 back? In his opinion, a 
candidate should have the right to retire up to 
any thne ; but if he did so it should be reckoned 
equivalent to his hitving failed to poll the 
rer1uisite number of votes, and he should forfeit 
his £20. If a candichote led the country to 
expect that he was going to contest an elec­
tion he would put the country to expense, 
and on retiring after his nominntion he should 
pay the forfeit. There was no reason why a 
candidate shonld not have the privilege of retiring 
whenever he liked, but he should forfeit his £20 
in any case. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he was thinking not 
nearly as much of the candiditte as of the elec­
tors. \Vhen a constituency had made choice of 
a certain n1an as a candidate, tha,t man ought 
to l>e the pro1Jerty of the constituency. A man 
oug_ht to know his own mind before seeking the 
posrtron of a representative of the people. If he 
did not, he had the right to withdraw up to the 
eve of the nomination, but when once he had 
been nominated he belonged to the constituency, 
and should go to the poll to be elected or other­
wise. If not, he might let another man in who 
was not perhaps the man of the people's choice. 
Supposing two members were wnntec1 and three 
candidates were nominated two of whom retired, 
that would create a difficulty almost impm'"ible 
to get over. The whole clause had better be left 
out. 

Mr. OHUBB said the difficulty could be easily 
settled. If three candidates were nominated for 
two seats and two retired, the one left would be 
declared elected, and there would have to be 
another election for the other member. He knew 
of a. case where after a gentletnan was non1inated 
hi~ son was killed by a carriage accident and his 
wife became dangerously ill with brain fever, 
ttud the gentleman retired. lTnder such circum­
stances, if the hon. member for :B't1ssifern's iclon 
were carried ont, the candidate wonld have to 
go to the poll ; but it would not be fair to compel 
a man to do ,;o in a case of that kind. 

1\fr. ;\U])GLEY said the case mentioned 
by the hon. member for Bowen was a case in 
]JOint, and he believed that, notwithotanding the 
exceptional cirmnnsbnlCes of the case, severa,l 
inrl.ividuals in that constituency felt aggrieved 
and itnnoyecl that the election wns not contested ; 
because, if it had been, the result would han: 
been diiferent. 

Mr. MAGFAilLAKE st~id it seemed hard that 
a candidate should be allowed to retire on the 
eve of an election. but he did not se'c how it was 
to be prevented. , 'The best plt~n would be to 
a<lopt the suggestion of the leader of the Opposi­
tion, and mnke a retiring candidate forfeit his 
deposit. 

The PREJ\IIER said that elections in some 
electorates cost the conntry a gTeat deal-ono 
during the last general election cost the country 
£1,200-and, in such a case, a candidatcknowi11g 
he had no chance of being elected would be doing 
the country a service by retiring. The electomte 
to which he referred Wits the Burke. The hon. 
member for Fassifern asked what would be done 
if there were two seitts and three candidates, 
two of whom retired. It would be the same as 
if there were two seats and only one candidate 
nominated, or only one seat and no candidate 
nominated-that was it case that might happen, 
but had never happened in Queenslitnd. It 
was very desirable that there should be power 
to retire, and he did not see that the clause 
could be improved. 

The Ho~. SIR '1.'. ll:loiL WRAITH said the 
instance given by the Premier-the Bm·ke 
election-proved the propriety of his sugg-.-stion 
with regard to the £20 deposit. If the unsuc­
cessful candidates for the Bnrke election had 
retired at the end of the second day, he had 
not the slig-htest doubt that half the expense 
would have l>een saved, for it was more than 
likely that an expenditure of £300 had been 
incurred during the firot two days. The first 
thing the returning officer did was to send out 
pre~iding officers. 

The PREMIEE: I think he alwnys waits 
two clays. 

The HoN. SIR T. MolL WHAITH said a 
man ought to make up his mind wlmt he would 
do befOl'e he was nominated; and those who 
nominated him should make up their minds 
whether they would lose their £20 or go on with 
the election. \Vithout some such provision itS 
clause 55, however, it man might be elected in 
spite of himself; but he could afterwards resign 
and giYe the constituency a chance of having a 
fre' h election. It would be suflicient to give 
cancliclates the right of retiring up to the last 
moment, subject to the forfeiture of the money 
deposited. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he did not like to be too 
peL;istent, but it seemed tu him a matter of very 
great importance. \Vhen a man becmne a candi­
date he entered into a compact with the electors 
to do u certain thing, and the Bill proposecl to 
give him power to violate that agreement when 
it was too late for those electors to make any 
other arrangement. In all other walks of life if 
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a man viobted an agreement he incnrreclliahility 
and might be puni,hed. He tlHm~·ht the forfeiture 
of the ±:20, woul<l be a very trilling ruatter; it 
wonlrl be no sohtcn to tho~e who were betrayed, 
mHl wonld in no \vay cmupcnsato for the in) n1·y 
done to the electnr.s. The cbuse ll1<1clc it <jnite 
pns.-.;ible for a, c~tndida.te to betray a constituency, 
n.ncl tftke it out of their lHnver for a con1)idcr;:tblt~ 
t;mc to elect a mttn "lw would really rcprc•,ent 
them. If a number were bent on doing it, they 
wonlcl think little of l<Ming .£:20. The clau8e 
should be stmck ont, becccnse they shunlcl not 
"'llow a mttn to betray the people who confided 
in hiln when it \Vn~ out of their power to Inttke 
a socoml choice. 

liir. J<'OOTE said he did not think that what 
the hon. member proposed woulrl meet the C<.SC 
he had bronght forward. It hac! been pointed 
ont l)y the Premier that an electorate 1nigh-L be 
put to a great den,l of expense lJy a candidrtte 
retiring aJter uontination, bnt the ca:-:e the hon. 
memlJer wnnted to meot wets twofuld. He wbhcd 
to meet the caoe of dis<tppnintcd electors who 
looked upon a rna.n wjth favour c1nd brought hin1 
forward for election; bnL the canclidate Ho 
ln·ought forward was not a genuine cc1ndi~ 
d:ctc; he clicl not wish to he returned, but 
for politicccl ren"ms n,llowe<l himself to lH' 
n<nninated in Lhe intere:-:;ts of the party 
he 'vi~hed to :-wrve ; o1· it 1nig·ht he, as ho 
had known it to hap1Jen, tbn.t a C~LlHlidate got 
half-a-dozen elector~ to sign his no111ination 
pnper, and he caum forward for the purpo.-;e of 
being- bought off, and then he re;-;ig-ued within 
the time specified "'nd got his money back. That 
had been clone, and be thought the suggestion of 
the hnn. memher for ::'\[ulgrave would mod the 
ca~e to a con;;.;iderable exteBt--that was, that in no 
mwo should the candidate get hb money b<tck 
"'fter it had been paid. He <lid not see how it 
could lle met more birly than in that way, 
becan~o candidates snmetinl81'i did cmue forw:-trd 
thinking that they nlight have n chance of being­
returned, and then a~ thiug:; ]Jrogte~"'::>e<l they rnight 
sec tlmt they had not the 'amc prospect of being 
elected as they thought ttt first, and consequently 
1uight not wish to continue their candid<1tnre 
until the end nf the election and opend a lot of 
money uoeks,ly. 

Clause put and passed. 

·on clause 5G, as follows :-
,,·when a poll take:-; plaee as llcrei.narter providcll, tho 

money.-; paid to the returning olliecr a~ aforcsai:l at any 
cli·~Liou, hy all ~ueh ea.ntll{lales a:; ::;hall not. aftcnvarll:; 
l'Ct:eive at the 1~oll a, nmtlher of voles eqnal at lea:·lt to 
onu~fifih part of the votes 1'C(~ei\'Ctl l>y the ::mcce~sfnl 
candidate if there is only one, or hy ~nch one of the 
sueee'l.-;fnl canllitlat.es if there arc wore than one a~ 
re1~ehed tllc stnallcst number of vote!::i, shall be forfeited 
to Her ::U:tjest.y and be pai<l O\'Or lJy tile n~tnrning 
ofliccr to the Colonial 'l'rea.::;nrer and shall form part of 
tlic Consolidateilltcvenne :Fnnd. 

"And a,ft-crC\·cry clcetion the returning omccr shall 
pRy to each or the cau1liflatc~' who has rotiru:1 from hi:-3 
naudi<latnre nnderthe provi:-dons htTP m before contained, 
or who has been rctnrncd without a poll, or who has 
rcecivcd tL nmulJer of vote:<; Cltnal at least. to s1wh tifth 
part, 'vhethm· dc<'larf'J clectetl or not, all moneys so 
:vaid by or fur him.'' 

The PllKMIER said there wero one or two 
verbal corrections which it wonld be neccs"uy 
to 1nake in the clau~e, apa.rt front one r;nb~tnn­
tive mllOn<lrnent that he proposed to submit. He 
moved th"'t the words " at any election" in the 
2nd line, which were not Hcces,m·y, be omitted. 

Amendment agreed to. 

The PllKVIIER said, in order to raise a dis­
cussion on the question whether the money pnicl 
upon nomination should he forfeited after" c'm­
didate retired, he propose<! to a<ld the following 
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new paragraph to follow the 1st paragraph of 
the clause:-

" \i hen any cnnr1itlatc retires from candirlntnrc, nnder 
the l;u;t preCeding ~cetiou, the money paid to the 
retnrnin~ om('.<Jl' by or for him shall iu like mannc1· he 
forfeited amll';~i<l over as afOl'l'Saitl.'' 

The question was one \vhich waR open to dis~ 
cw.:.sion, becn,use, if a nutn foun<l that he would 
lose hi:< .!::20 w hot her he contested the election 
or not, he mig-ht :my ''All right, I will run 
for it; I will make the other fellow pay." Tlmt 
man might lose his £20, hnt the other might 
lose £100, <tncl it would he "' sort of specu­
lation on the ]Jat·t of the man who wanted to 
retire. He would lose ,£20, the other might 
lose hundre;ds ; and the country would lose 
all the expeu~c;-; in connection with the election, 
alth{\ngh the 111:111 W.:.l~ lJerhaps n.nxions to retire. 
He was disposed, 011 the whole, to think that the 
system they lmcl h<td in force in the colony during 
several general elections and a great n1any inter­
merli,tte elections had not pmve,l a bacl one. Ho 
remcmbere<l the case that the hon. member for 
Bo~-,\·enreferrerl tn, which caused very 1nuch annoy~ 
<<nee ::tt the time, lmt that was the only case he 
remembere<l i11 "'hich "'ny injnq hall been clone to 
a constituency by the retirement of a c"'nclidate. 
\Yhen et thing hc,d worked well fm a good many 
yca1·~ it \'\?a:-; a.lwayM well to panse before altering­
it, nnle~s it \f,LR plajn]y wrong on the fa.ce of it. 
He moYed the amendment in mcler that the 
([lJvstion might be discnssud, but he himself was 
disposed tu ]e,.,ve the clause "'s it stood. 

J\Ir. ARCH:Ell kaid that, as the hon. gentlrman 
h:td stated that only one or two cases had occurred 
of the kind mentioned, the Bill would be qnite 
as good ithout thl' aclclition. 

The Hox. Htrr T. l\IciLWRAITH said he 
thnnght th~: vnlne of the r;nggestion \vas gone 
when they limite<l the right of the cancli<lato to 
retire to two da.ys. T'he snggestion was rnade 
only on the contention th"'t the candidate could 
retire at any tin10 before the election eanw on, 
"'nd, "'s the Premier said, it would clo as much 
hann ns goo(L 

The PHK\IIER: I will withdraw the amend­
ment. 

:\h. MIDGLEY S"-i<l be regretted thnt the 
Premier inten<l8cl to withdraw the amendment. 
It was a very little matter to ha Ye conceded, and 
he was sure it woukl he in the interests of purity 
a.nd ;..tr:::tightfonvan1nc~s in elections. Ho'v \vere 
they to know how often that kind of thing would 
OC<cnr? He suppose<l it had often hnppcned 
that a ccmcliclate had withdrawn in that way. 

The P RE::\IIE R: '!\ ot more thm1 three times 
in two! ve years. 

Mr. l\liDGLEY said it might occur oftener 
in future. \Vhen other utean.s of carrying on 
corrupt practices and \Vrongdoing were n1ade 
so difficult there was no telling to what 
schmnes men might resort in order to defeat the 
true expression of the will of the people at an 
election. There was also mwther <tsped of the 
subject. It would very likely save the candi­
cbte from a great deal uf a11noy cu10e. and prevent 
him from taking a course which he did not mean 
to complete. He clid not like to ask the Premier 
to put the amendment after he hac! withdrawn it; 
but if he had put it he should lmve l"'"l"'"8d "-S 

:m <cddition tbat he should not only pay the £20, 
but an aclditiom1l sum of £80 as a sort of fine. 
He had, however, done his clnty and said his 
say in the matter. 

l\Ir. A::'\::'\EAR said the argument of the hon. 
gentleman cnt only one way. He spoke on belmlf 
of the electors, hut did not say anything whatever 
about the candidate. He knew it constituency in 
the colony where the electors, from the very first, 
intended to deceive the candidate, and they clid 
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deceive him np to the last moment. He l·emem­
bered in Ipswich, about twenty years ag-o, a very 
large crowd of electors assembled upon the top of 
Limestone Hill to welcome a gentleman whom 
they had strung on for two or three weeks, and 
allowed to believe that he wnulrl be returnecl. 
They had a band down the street, ancl played 
''See the conquering hero cmnes," and when the 
poll was declared the candidate w''" neitrl v 400 
behind. · 

The PRK\II.EE: He only got ten vote.<. 
1\fr. AKXEAR ~aid he hoped the clanse wonld 

remain as it was. He considered that the candi­
date was worthy of as much consideration as the 
electors, because he httd seen many candidates 
come in with a flourish of trumpets and then be 
left far behind. 

The PREMIER said that, with the permis 
sion of the Committee, he would withd1·aw the 
amendment. 

Amendment withdrawn accordingly. 
The PREMIER moved that the words "he 

is" be inserted after the word ''whether" in the 
40th line. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as n,mended, put and pa,;sed. 
Clauses 57 and 58 passed as printed. 
On clause 59-'' Ballot-papers to be printed 

and furnished"-
The PREMIER moved that the word "and" 

be substituted for the word "or" in the 2fith 
line. 

Mr. DONALDSON sairl that before the clause 
was passed he wished to lmve an explanation 
from the Colonial Secretary as to what provision 
wn,s made against personation in the Bill. If an 
improper person got a ballot-paper from a re­
turning officer, and placed it in the box, no 
scrutiny afterwards could prove how that vote 
was recorded, unless all the persons in that place 
recorded their votes the same way. It would be 
a very good provision thttt all the ballot-papers 
should be numbered on the back with the number 
corresponding with that of the person's name 
upon the roll, and then, after the :voting, a 
scrutiny would easily show who that person voted 
for. It was a very good provision indeed, and one 
which had been in force in Victoria for manv 
years. Some people might run away with th'e 
impression that it was a means of praventing the 
secrecy of the ballot ; but he contended it was 
nothing of the kind, for the reason that the 
ballot-papers, if numbered on the back, would all 
be turned with their faces downward at the time 
of the scrutiny and the corners turned up with 
the numbers exposed until they came to the one 
that was disputed, which would be drawn out. 
Consequently, none of the others would be 
exposed. It would only require a slight addition 
to the clause. 

The PREMIER said the question raised by 
the hon. member was one which must have been 
frequently considered. He knew he httd fre­
quently considered it. In England the system 
of ballot was the same as that described by the 
hon. member. Every ballot-paper was numbered 
with the number of the voter on the electoral 
roll, so that when necessary it could be 
discovered how any particular elector voted. 
But where there was a polling place at which 
there was only a small number of voters, as was 
often the case in this colony, the scrutineers and 
returning officer would know how every man 
voted if that system were adopted here. 

Mr. DONALDSON: They know that now. 
The PREMIER said he believed they knew it 

now in a certain way, but they would certainly 
know it then, and he supposed that was the reason 

why, when they were adopting the ballot in thi8 
colony, they did not adopt the ,;ystem referred to 
by the hon. member for \Varreg·o, which wa" well 
known in many oth~r parts of the worlLl. Tluct 
system would enable them to reject on scrntiny 
::1ny vote given by a, person who had no vote, bnt 
against that there wa.s the objection tlmt it wonl<l 
interfere with the secrecy of the ballot. He 
thought they had better keep to the :;ystem they 
hn,cl, which was aclopte<l 'tfter mature consiclem­
timt, and subject the per:":on guilty of inlper~oua,­
tiun to penal consecjueuce,;. 

Mr. DON ALDSON said he was not going to 
press the matter any further. But with regard to 
the secrecy of the ballot being di:;turbed, that he 
denied entirely, because if the scrutineers did 
their duty there would be no interference what­
ever with that secrecy. It was only in the event 
of a scrutiny of the votes being demanded that 
the numbers of the papers wonld be looked at, 
and then only the one in dispute would be 
examined. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said he 
had intended to move an amendment in 
clause G2 which would raise the question 
brought forward by the hon. member for \Var­
rego. To put that matter right, he (Sir 
'l'. l'\Ici!wraith) ought first to answer the asser· 
tion made by the Premier, tlmt the pre8ent 
system was adopted by the Legislature after 
mature consideration. He believed they had got 
into their present po8ition accidentally. In all 
countries in the world where the ballot was U8ed 
there were some means of identifying on 
scrutiny the vote of any particular elector, and 
without that any scrutiny of the Vfltes would be 
in vain. They should have a system here 
similar to the one in force in Victoria. There 
they had what WetS called an elector's right, 
which every voter had to obtain, no matter what 
was his qualification, and his number was 
printed on that right. It was also printed in hlue 
on the back of the voting-paper. That secured 
what they actually desired. The secrecy of the 
ballot was undoubtedly preserved, because it wa8 
almost impossible to ascertain how any pn,rticular 
elector voted. Certainly some pcr8on at the 
table whilst the scrutiny was going on might 
find out how one man, about whose vote he was 
particularly anxious, had voted, but he could 
not carry in his memory the way in whish a 
dozen or more had voted. \Vhen the papers were 
subjected to scrutiny they were all put on 
the table with the back uppermost towards 
the scrutineers, who went through them until 
they came to the number of the person 
who had improperly voted. That paper 
was then drawn from the others, and it was 
ascertained for which candidate he had recorded 
his vote. At the present time it was almost 
impossible to find out how a man who had per­
sonated another voted in this colony. After his 
vote was given it was put in the parcel along 
with the others, and could not afterwards be 
identified, so that it was impossible to say for 
which candidate the personator voted. Then 
there was another case-namely, that of a 
man who mig·ht have voted half-a-dozen 
times, per8onating the same man in h.olf­
.o-dozen different places, or voting rightly 
for himself, but five times often er than he was 
entitled to vote. There were no means now of 
detecting those votes from any other placed in 
the ballot-box, and under the existing law a 
scrutiny was perfectly useless. \Vhat the Com· 
mittee had to decide was this : \Vhether taking 
away to a certain extent the secrecy of the 
ballot was not counterbalanced by putting the 
voting-papers through a proper scrutiny. As 
a matter of fact, this colony was tbe only 
country in the world where a system of 
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baJlot was adopted which provided no means 
for iclentifyiug V<>te . .., irr1prol)erly recorded. In 
the oltl country, in \Tictoria, and in Ronth 
Auotrali,,, means were seemed by which they 
could identify voting·~papEm;, n1ul see how 3, 
perdon who had per~onateJ another, or in other 
ways had improperly exercised the fmnchise, ha,] 
voted. The electoral right wa:.; in exi~tenco in 
this Cillony at one time; but there was a payment 
of one shilling attached to it, and the House subse­
quently rebe!led against the payment of a shilling, 
so tluct the nght was abolished and the number 
too. It was l[ uite accidentally that it went on t. 
It w;cs his intention to ha Ye proposed an amend­
ment to meet the objection now raised, when 
they came to clau,;e G2. 

The l'RK!\IIER said the hon. member was 
not qnite right in his account of the workinu of 
the ,\et in Victoria. The electors' rights h"'d 
nothing whateyer to do with the numbering of the 
ballot-p"'Jler. In 1~nghtnd the number of the 
ballot-paper was known bnt there were no 
eloetorN' right:.;. They were altogether different. 
The hon. HIOluber WrL8 wrong also in hiR [tcconnt 
of the abolition of the electms' rig·ht" in t.hiR 
colony. Their abolition Wtl,S cansed hy the fact 
that only "' very small nmnber of elector., ever 
got them. He remembered one election of 
his own, where a candidate retired just a.fter he 
waH non1inated, or just before hir; umnination, 
and at that election onlv one-thin! of the electors 
would h"'Ye been ttble t';l Yote; the rest had not 
got elccton;' right8. \Vhen that wn~ in force for 
two or three yettrs the House mmnimmmly 
abolished it. 

]\fr. ARCHEU s:tirl electors' rights were not 
an absolute necessity in that cttse. They httd g-ot 
the nu m hers on the roll, am! they were uf little 
irnport~Lnce except forthe~akeof checkingperKona­
tion. ...._4.. nuLn \V hen going to vote wa~ nsk("'d his 
number; it Wttsthenchecked off. If" man voted 
threotirneR under the snrr1enurnber,or if a rn~tn \Vi1S 

personated, it would be seen, by the proposed 
amend1nent, on scrutinising the votes that there 
were three of the same nnrnber, ttnd it would be 
seen th"'t personation harl taken place. 

J\Ir .• TORDAX said he coulrl see that there 
n1ight be smne ad \'antage in having the paper~ 
numbered; but on the other hand, he thought 
it more important that they should pre­
serYe the secrecy of the ballot. If there 
were only a few Yoters in " pbce it would 
be pos8ible if such "'n mnendment was carried 
to find out how any person h"'d voted. He 
recollected that when the Burnett petition 
w:ts before the Committee of ~Elections "'ud 
Qualifications the f[uestion arose as to whether 
the .returning officer was right in rejecting 
certam b::tllot-papers that happened to have 
the initit~ls of the scrutineers as well as thooe 
of the pr~siding officer. It was remarkable that 
those papers were initit~lled in a peculim· way, 
and the attention of the committee was directed to 
the fact that on <lifferent pttges the initials were 
in "' different order. The committee came to the 
conclusion tha.t the returning officer \Vc1s rin·ht in 
rejecting those papers, inmnnuch as theJ~ con­
tained something more thm1 they should by law 
ha Ye contained, and n1ight have been 1med 'for n 
purpose. He hoped the Committee would do 
nothing to interfere in the slightest way with 
the absolute secrecy of the ballot. 

Amendment agreed to; "'nd cl"' use, "'s amended, 
put and p"'ssed. 

Clauses 60 and 61 passed as printed. 
On clause 62, as follows :-

H Bach elector, baYing pre\'iom:.ly fmti~li.cd the prPRiding­
ofllcer that he is entitled to vote at the election, shall 
recciYe from the ]H'CRitling officpr or poll clerk one of 
the ballot-papers initialled Uy the uresidiug officer, At 

the time of the dcliYory of a 1)aJlot-paper to the elector, 
tlle }ll'C~irling oflieer or poll clerk shall, upon the <>ertitied 
('OlJY of the electoral roll. n1ake a mark against the na1ne 
of :.;nch t:lcctor, wllieh l!lal'k shall lJe fh''ti/(1 racif! 
(~vidcnec: of the irlentity of such elcetor "·ith the pert:>on 
\Yllo::-:e namr~ is RO marked on the elC13toral roll, aml or 
the fact of hh; having voted at SlWh election." 

The Ho:-r. Sm T. ::\IoiL\YRAITH said this 
wns where the amendment he referred to shoul<l 
con1e in ; and he proposed to in:-;ert a.fter the 
wnrr! "initialled" the words " m1d with the 
elector's number on the roll written thereon." 
rrhe whole a..rguuient in L.-tvour of the arneruhnent 
w"'s very simple. Of course, the proposition he 
put he(ore the Committee had met with oppo­
sition aud ol1jection, because there appeared to 
be a vossibility of the secrecy of the b;cllot being 
violated ; hut, as h>td been pointed out by the 
hon. member for \\T arrego, that chance was 
very snmll imleed. The number would he 
written on the bnck of the voting-paper, 
anrl in the case of persons accused of per­
son~Lting, the nnrnber in which they voted 
would be known. The scrutineers would search 
through the pnpers with the backo turned towards 
them and would take up, say number 30. Very 
well; if there were three or fnur ntunber::; 30, 
they would be put aside as questio1mble votes, 
"'nd they would give evidence to the scrutineers 
in son1e way ~t~ to how the personation took 
pbce. Supposin~· there were four numbers 30, 
they woulrl very likely have eYideuce given by the 
person who really Wcts represented by number 30 
as to how he had voteLl, am! proof that he voted 
for a certain candidate. Thev would tttkP 
one for tlmt candidate ttncl they would strike 
out the others. It was possible, howe1·er, 
that the whole of their votes would be for 
the one canclidn.te, and in any c"'"e they 
would strike out tell but the one. Again, in 
the case of personation, where one pttrty person­
ated another-say John Smith Yoterl for Peter 
J ones-that vote would be struck out also. It 
would do nothing really to Yiobte the secrecy 
of the bnllot, because it would only he the 
v•.Jtes that were qtw"tioned tht~t would be 
turned up to see how the particular indi­
Yidual lmd Yoted. Only those votes would 
be exposed to the scrutineer. Kow, there 
could not be "'nv doubt but that that w"'s 
a very great e~il. He could not see how 
a scrutiny could take place so as to put in the 
proper canctidate nnleRs there were some means 
of ascertaining how a n1an voted or for whon1 
the votes in question were cast. They might be 
satisfied that one man h"'d voted " dozen times, 
but they were perfectly helpless to take those 
votes out of the nmnber e'"st for the different 
cm1didtttes, becau,;e they did not !mow for 
whom persons voted. It ought not to be left to 
outside evidence to fix a thing of that sort, but 
the scrutineers should have it in their 
power to ascertain the actual facts. The 
l)la,n r-;ngge~ted would, he felt convinced, 
recommend itself at once to the Committee. 
It had been tried in Viotoria, and only the 
other day he was speaking to "' me m her of the 
Victori"'n Legislature who was "'stonished to hear 
th"'t Yoting-pttpers without numbers were used 
here. That gentleman asked how did things get 
on when a scrutiny took place, ancl he (Sir 'r. 
Mcilwmith) could not tell him. He could not 
see how jnstice could be done unle's they could 
ascert'"in for whom the YoteR had been cast. In 
Victoria it had "'1 ways been the case that electoral 
papers were numbered. It had always been the 
case in :England. 

1\Ir. DO:;'L\LDSON: And in America ttlso. 

The Hox. Sm T. l'vioiLWRAITH s"'id that in 
An1erica, in nine cascH unt of every ten, elections 
were carried on without any rolls "'t all. The 
objection that his proposition would violate the 
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secrecy of the ballot-box was purely a fanciful 
one, because in no case that he had ever heard of 
had one bit of harm been done by the system in 
vogue in other countries. The amendment he 
proposed was, after the word "office," in the 
3rd line of the clause, to insert the words ''and 
having the elector's number on the rolls written 
on the back thereof." 

The PREMIER said he did not think that 
particular form of amendment would be a satis­
factory one. The principle, if adopted ::tt all, 
required very mtrefnl consideration indeed, ::tml 
w:ts open to a gTeat deal of discussion. No 
doubt there could be no effectual scrutiny under 
the present system, and that was an evil. On 
the other hand, to number the b::tllot-papers 
would very n:mterially affect the secrecy of the 
ballot. If there was only one roll it would not 
Le quite so b::td; but there might be, and very 
often were, four rolls in use, so that not only 
would the number have to be put on the papers 
but a reference to the particular roll m::tcle ::t!so. 
That would represent a considerable amount 
of writing. They would then have to distinguish 
between the annual roll and the first, second, and 
third quarterly rolls. It wa' quite clear that 
where there were only ::t few electors those 
numbers would be seen. They would be noticed 
as the papers were being opened up-that was, if 
the scrutineer or the candidates wanted to know 
them. ,It was only in cases where they did 
w:1nt to know that there was any dang-er 
of the secrecy of the ballot being violated. 
It was just in cases where there w::ts 
danger of attempts being made to violate the 
secrecy of the ballot tlmt the proposed system 
would assist in violating it. Then again, there 
w::ts greater danger than even the actual dis­
covery for whom the electors voted. ]~lectors 
woulcl be told that each ballot-paper would have 
a number on the back of it, and that it would be 
known for whom each particular man voted. 
There was no doubt that would have an enor­
mous effect upon electors. That was the very 
thing th::tt the ballot was intended to pre­
vent, but that that would be the real effect, 
there was no doubt. He was quite aware of 
the inconvenience that was suffered through not 
being able to get a scrutiny, but that had to 
be weighed against the other inconveniences, 
and he thought the advantages to be obtained 
from the scrutiny were less than the advant::tges 
to be derived by preserving the secrecy of the 
ballot. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WHAITH said the 
objection of the hon. gentleman was alto­
gether fanciful. Even if the electors were told 
that the numbers being on the back of the paper 
therefore those interested could easily ascertain 
for whom they voted, what did that matter? 
They had seen the system actually in force. 
It was quite a common thing to frighten electors 
by saying that the ballot-papers could be 
marked, and he had known plenty of electors 
who actually belie':ed it. There might Le 
some who were fnghtened at a threttt of 
that kind, but that wns only an :trgu­
ment in support of their being deprived of 
their rights altogether. He did not think that 
the oLjection that had been urged w::ts at all a 
valid one. The hon. gentlem::tu s::tid people 
might talk as they liked, but it was quite well 
known how each individual voted, and if that 
was so it would not make matters one bit worse 
if there was a number on the back of the voting­
papers. The hon. gentleman also s::tid the 
scrutineers or the committee, or whoever had 
charge of examining the voting-papers, would 
have the opportunity afforded them of finding 
out how particular individuals voted. Perhaps 
so; but, on the other hand, they would have the 

opportunity of finding out how those who had 
personate<] hacl cast their votes. That must be 
found out in order to test whether certain vote.-. 
were to be allowed to certain candidates or not, 
and t!Je scmtineers were hound to find it out. 
To ascerhin whether they were all informal 
votes or the vote.;;; of .supposed pen-:;onatorH, 
it w:ts necessary tlmt they should Le examined. 
If there were 2,000 votes, ancl 20 of them 
were <pwstioned, those would be tho only ones 
turned up. No others woul<l l1e affccterl in 
any way. It was very im]•robahle that h::tlf­
a-dozen gentlemen with 2,000 or :i,OOO JWJ'""" 
before them with only the backs expo,;ed, would 
be ttble to tell who owned a particular number­
that 1184 stood for ,Tohn Smith, and 11\10 for 
William White. 

The PREMIJ~R: It would not matter where 
there were many. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWllAITH : We ,honld 
not have an election at all where there wore less 
thrm GOO electors. 

The PREMIER : There are different polling 
places. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLIVRAITH said he 
saw the hon. member was hinting at wl><tt might 
occur in the voting-booth while the scrutineers 
lmd the papm·s before them. 'l'hat conld be 
obvitttcd by authorising the returning officer to 
turn each p::tper face upwanlH w that the scru­
tineers would see simply the yotes fur each can­
clidato, and not see the numh<,rs at all. Of cmn·.,e, 
in very extmorclin::try ca.,es it would be possible 
to find out by chance how a man voted, lmt he 
did not think it would be po."ible to find it out 
by design. 

The PREMIER said the provision in }:ngl:md 
for discovering how n man voted \Vas very 
much more elabomte than tlmt proposed 
in the anwndrnent. r.rhe ballot-1mpers were in 
books, and numbered consecutively on the back. 
Every paper had to be accnunted for. The 
number of the elector on the roll was uot put on 
the ballot-paper but on the counterpart in the 
book. It would be thus impra.cticrcble for 
anyone in the room to identify the ballot-paper 
without a gross viobtion of duty by the re­
turning officer. If it were thought desimble to 
identify the ballot-paper in any way, they 
should not adopt less precautions than were 
thought necessary in England ; and in 
many electorates those precautions would be 
almost impracticable. The books would in 
most cases have to be prepttred in Brisbane, and 
then when they were sent out perhaps too few 
would be sent and new papers would have to be 
written. There w::ts a great difference between a 
place like Bngland-where perhaps 5,000 people 
voted at the '"me booth, and where there was 
only one polling place, or if t\vo, an equal number 
of people voting nt each polling place-and a 
colony like this, where some electomtes ha<l 
perhaps thirty polling places, at some of which 
not more than perhaps ten people voted. It 
would be impracticable to carry nut such a 
scheme without in reality disclo&ing to the 
presiding officer how each elector voted. 

Mr. DOKALDSO:N said that in Victori::t the 
nu1nber was never exposed unless a scnttiny 
required it. The number was placed in the 
comer on the back of the paper, and that corner 
was turned down before it was handed to the 
elector. The elector scratched out the name of 
the candidate he did not intend to vote for, 
folded his paper and put it in the ballot-box. 
'Vhen it was taken out of the box the number 
was not exposed. He thought that in other 
colonies, where they were more particular 
about their elections than in this colony, tlmt 
sort of thing wol!ld be done away with at once 
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if there wrre any danger. In Victoria they had 
always insisted on ha.ving the nurnher on the 
ballot-paper ; anrl on 1nore than one occ:udon 
when a i':icrntinv \YrtH clernancled it w::1s found 
that some voteH" had been recordcrl improperly, 
and the crmtlidate who hall apparently polled 
least was ::·mccessfnl. For instance, at the la,~t 
.~~;eneral election, C. E. ~Tones, cmnrnonly 
kuoVi'Il n~ •• Rogue, .• Jones, polled suffieiont votes 
to entitle him to take his ROat, but it "as 
found that <·ome of the!ll h'tcl been polled 
impmperly, and he loot his election. If 
there were any rlang-er of fl., ntunher being 
cxpooed, the Hcrutineers would act as a check 
one againtJt the other. Certainly in t\01118 cases 
only four or five polled at one booth, but 
that wa.~ almost always in districts where people 
were very \Veil kwnYn to each other, a,nd there 
w::1H gener:1lly no secret about the voting; each 
1n:1n gencnlly H<Lid how he intended to vote. 
Any man almost could win an election now with 
a. good long pnr~e nncl a lJad eonNeience, because 
he could get l'eople with courage to per::;ona.te, 
who would g·ive votcH that could not be dis.'tllowod 
aftcr\\·arck He thought the precaution was a 
very wii':ie one indeed. 

Mr. AHCI-[Eg said >tt o,ll events it would 
comluce to the pmity of elections. They had all 
t:tlkccl a great deal about thrtt, lmt now that they 
~:-t\V one way of arriving at it they did not seern 
anxious to carry it. He thought the purity of 
electi(_lllS wa"' of rnore conse(pwnce than the dis­
covery how one or two men voted, nncl that dis­
cnYerY \Ynnhl only be n1ade ln Ul.·'_,os where there 
was a' pdition. 'During- the lnst elections there 
were only three c:cses of vetitions on the mntter 
of voting; there was "' fourth case, but it 
\VaR because the }Jresiding officer irnproperly 
struck the no,me of one of the candidates off 
the paper. It was thus extremely seldom it 
occurred, and if the discovery of the manner in 
which lmlf-a-do,en electors voted in such "' c;,.sc 
did nnything to put the proper man in the 
I-Iou,<e, he thought they would all be gl:vl to 
Ree it; but :1~ long- a,; they <lie! not number the 
Yoting-papm·R there would he an enconragetnent 
to pcrsountors. }le knew a gentleinan who 
used to ha Ye a seat in the House, and who used 
to brag that he had"' man voting in four different 
places in one day. 

J\Ir. J\IACFAELAl\B said that no doubt 
pmity of eled.ion was much to be dc:,;irell, but he 
questioned much whether the propo~ell amend­
ment would tend in that direction. At 
first he thonght it would he a good thing, but 
on loukin~~ further into it be Lcgan to fancy that 
the rcnwdy was almost worRe than the diseao;e. 
Snppol'-e a I:trge entployel' of labour was in league 
with the retuming officer in a country dio;trict 
~and that was by no meo,ns impos:,;ible~he 
coul<l find out how e\'et-y one of his men hac! 
voted. Snch :1 thing would place working rr1en 
in a pr)sition of fear, Lecanse the nu1nber ou 
their lmllot-papers might by o;ome mGans be 
dintlgcd to their employer by the returning 
officer. The mnendnwnt t'cmuecl good aR fn.r as 
it went, but it \\<ts vitiated by the terroriom it 
\voul(l cxerci~e oYer the actionH of \Vnrking 111en, 
am\ therefore he could not approYe of it. 

il[r. KELLETT said he thought that putting 
the ll\llllber on the htek of the paper would be 
a t-\Teat ituprovenwut, <-Lnd he failed to Dee how 
the returning ofticer conl{l know 1nore about it 
them o,nybody cl"''· In f,tet, nobody eoulll know 
anything n1Jont it e:\cc;pt in the c;1:-;c of a di-;pntrcl 
election, \\'hen it "as quite ris'l1t that it Hhonltl 
he known. 1 f une ruan 's nmne \Ya~ presente( l at 
C\'Cry polling-place in an cloctornte it ought to 
lJe known, t-io that one vote rnight be recorded; 
a.1Hl :Lll the re:.;t, lK'.ing- dnUllllie:-;, thro\V1l ont. 
Except in eac;cs of th.tt kind, the secrecy uf the 

ballot could not be divulged ; and no employer 
of la.bour, even though he wore in league with 
the returning officer, could get any information 
on the subject. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the committee would 
not do wrong in following the exarnple of Vic­
tmia. There was no fear of the secrecy of the 
ballot being violated, as the scrutiny could 
not take pbce until after all the voting-papers 
wore in, a.nd a. returning officer \voulU rct1uire a 
fOl'ty-home power memory to recollect the names 
of all the voters. As to the intimid<1tion of 
employes, the example of democnctic Victoria 
showed that it would not have that effect. Even 
now, in Rnutll plac~:s, returning- officers could 
e<tsily ascertain how any m>tn had voted; and he 
had good authority for knowing that if <1 return­
ing officer wi,;hed particularly to know how any 
two or three men were going to vote he simply 
made hiR signrcture on the paper in <1 po,rticnlar 
way, and on looking over the papers o,fterwards 
recogni~ed it, anJ. got the desired information. 

The Hox. Sm 'I'. MciLWRAITH said his 
only object was to adopt "'me me:1ns of identify­
ing questionable votes with the c<Ln<lidate for 
vvhon1 the vote.-; were given, and to provide at 
the same time for the secrecy of the ballot. 
The Premier said the system in force in Eng·hmd 
provided far better for that than the o,mend­
ment he had submitted to the CommitteP. Jt 
was certainly more ehthoratc, but it had suited 
hi111 to raise the question on the amendment. It 
would be all the same to him if the Premier 
chose to o,dopt the 1"nglish sy,;tem, because it 
would equally serve to o,ttain the object he had 
in ViC\V. rrhe J~nglish systen1 \VaS exactly the 
:;ame o,s that which prevailed in Victoria ; 
in fact, now that he recollected, the English 
system was copied from it. Books were sent 
to every returning officer, who took out as 
many numbero as he considered requisite for 
each of the sub-voting places, which he sent 
with the corresponding butts. Then each elector 
received a voting-pa.};er with a nnn1ber on it. 
That number was put by the returning officer 
against the elector\; name on the electoml roll. 
By that means the knowledge how any man 
voted, if any question arose, wo,s confined to the 
returning officer alone. The scrutineers could 
not possibly knnw anything on the subject. 
Supposing .No. 5!)0 came out, they could not know 
the name c<mnected with that petrticulo,r number. 
In order to find out who .No. 590 was they would 
h:wc to refer to the roll kept by the retuming­
officer ; hut there would be no necessity for 
that, nor would there be any necessity for the 
roll being produced in evidence. Supposing 
certain nun1bers V·lere excluded, then the narnes 
could he given by the returning officer, ami that 
was what they wanted to find out. It was 
necess:ory to know by whom the wrongful votes 
had been cast, but as far as everybody else who 
voted at the election was concerned, the ballot 
would be as secret o,s the grave. There had 
not been the slightest complaint mnde 
agn.inst the system in Victoria, which was 
the same o,s that which prevailed in :Enghnd. 
He thought the r1uestion wr"' well worth the 
con:,;ideration of the Committee, because nothing 
would tend more to the gre<1t object they had in 
view-the secrecy of the bo,llot~and he believed 
they could make it perfectly secret by adopting 
the English or Victorian system, with any 
muendrnent:-~ that n1ight be considered neces~ 
san-. If theY could secure the additional 
oilj.ed of findiiig· ont how po,rticular votes had 
been c,.,,t in a dis]mtecl election, HO much 
the better, for nothing wonld tend more to secure 
the purity of elections. Than woulrl strike the 
lw ,t blow that lmd ever been struck at the 
election wrung:;, <1ncl he reconunended the 
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Premier to take the matter into his consicleration. 
He had raisecl the <juestiun by the 'uuendment 
before the Committee, though he knew that the 
English system would be a great deal better. 
He hoped the Premier would give his atten­
tion to the matter and bring it before the 
Committee the next time the Bill was under 
consideration, because he believed the hon. 
gentlernan wa.s ju:-;t as anxious as he was to 
secure the object he wished to attain, and he 
was just as anxious as the Prmuier to prevent 
the secrecy of the ballot from being violated. 

'rhe PRK.YIIER said the f!tlOstion was whether 
the English system would be practicable in a 
colony like Queensland. The amendment pro­
posed by the hon. gentleman-simply puttinf,'; 
the nnmber of the elector on the back of 
the ballot-paper--might be clismbsecl withont 
further consiclemtion. He was not afraid of 
any discovery being n1ade on a ,.:;crutiny, beca .. use 
the scr·utiny was held for the purvose of discover­
ing how challenged votes were given and that 
was no real violatiqn of the principle of s·?crecy. 
~[on committing fraud,; had no right to complain 
if they were found out. Rut suppo,;c there were 
ten or fifteen vote~ given in one 1)lace and every 
lml!ot-paper h:td " munber on the back, the 
scrutineers would h:tve a very poor memory if 
they could not remember who gave those \·otes. 
The hon. mmnbcr for Warrego said the number 
would be so carefully folded <1own that nobody 
would see it. It might become unfolded and 
anybody particularly anxious to see it might 
very easily do so. That would be too gre11t a 
temptation to hold out to people who wished to 
detect the manner in which any particuhtr 
elector voted. Turninf,'; to the system which 
was :<cl opted in Victorb, the hem. member 
for \Varrego said the numbers were mm·ke<l 
on the back; but he must have been allud­
ing, not to the number marked on the roll, but 
on the counterfoil. The English system might 
be carried out with perfect ease in Brisbane, 
or many lm·ge towns of the eolony, but would the 
hon. member for \Varrego show how it could he 
carried out in his own constituency? How could 
the ballot-books be printed in 11ccordance with 
the requirements of that system within the time 
allowed for holtling- the election·: There "'ere 
some constituencies in the colony where it could 
not be done owing to the absence of appliances. 
In the Gregory electorate there was not a print­
ing preBs, and in 1nany other electorates where 
there were printing prew.ses there 'vcre no 
presses capable of printing such ballot-books 
r~nd counterfoils as wonlcl be re<]uired in that 
system. He w•ts not in the Home when the 
present system was adopted, but he thought it 
was taken from New ~outh \V 11les, where, like 
every other part of the Csnstitntion, the system 
was, no doubt, thoroughly cliscus,ed. There 
were good n1en in that colony in thu~e days, 
11nd the circumstances of New South \Yah's, 
then, in respect to country com;titnencies, 
were very analogous to those of Queensland at 
the present time. It would be impractkable at 
present to carry out a system sufficiently ebbo­
rate to )Jrevent the discovery of how electors 
voted--not in the scrutiny-roon1, lmt in the 
polling-booth-by unscrupulous people. 

:Yir. 1IIDGLEY said the hon. member for 
1\Iulgrave had suggested that the Premier should 
bke time to consider the matter, and he would 
also suggest that the hem. gentleman should do so, 
because thepointraisetl was very important. They 
wished topreservethesecrecy of the ballot inonlcr 
to prevent evil-doi11g during election~ in the -;lmpe 
of intimidation, and yet they wished to have smne 
1neans of findi11g out ilnpersonation and \vrong~ 
do in;!;, hut it seell!cd ltlmost impossilJle tu clo the 
t\HJ things harmoniously. He thought there lmtl 

been a miot:tken 11llusion seveml times to the 
returning oificer-hethoughtthe1)resi(ling officers 
nmst have l1een meant. He rog>tnled the return­
ing officer;:; of the colony l1~S tt chtRs of n1en of 
high chan\Jcter, who di~chrt.rged their duties 
admirably and who were not [!;enemlly out-ttnd­
ont political partismm ; but while the presiding 
officers were generally n1en of high character 
they were very often earnest political Jmrtisans. 
He would like time to consider the matter. 
They lmd clone a very fair stroke of wmk that 
night, and it was now bedtime for all respectable 
people. He should, however, like to ask the 
Premier whether the former part of the clau,;e 
did not almost necesoitate the numbering of the 
ballot-papers? If it did not it seeme<l to him to 
give the preHiding officer power which he 1night 
use very wantonly and arbitrarily. The cl11nse 
read, "Ji~very elector, ht"t'\ing vrevion:--ly satisfied 
the preRiding officer th>tt he is entitled to vote," 
and so on. Supposing he failed to satisfy him ? 

The PHEMIER : Then he does not get a 
ballot-paper. 

1Ir. l\IIDGLEY Sl1i<l that t.he man might be 
entitled to haYe a ballot-paper and to vote, 
and the presiding officer might, wantonly and 
nrbitmrily, refuse to let him vote. He 111ight 
say, "I do not ln1ow thi8 1nan:'; he Init:;·ht not 
want to know hiin, and refuse to k11ow hin1 
although he actually did know him. He (l\Ir. 
l\lidgley) thoug·ht that it would be better if the 
ballot-paper,; were nmnbere<l. Then the man 
claiming to vote could insh-t upon his ri~ht to 
vote, aml 11ftenvards the matter coulcl be t11ken 
into consiclemtion and decided upon by scrutiny. 
However, the chief ]•oint he wished to raise now 
w>ts whether they should not, to use " common 
phrase, ''knock off,:' and cmnn1ence \Vork again 
to~n1orrnw? 

l\Ir. DONALDSOX said the hon. the Premier 
hadtnisnncler""tood hin1 just now in regar(l to the 
pmctice at elections in Victoria, so far as ballot­
papers were concerned. The ballot-papers there 
were exctctly the same ''" they were . here, with 
the exception that a numlJer w'ts put m a corner 
on the back, corresponding with the elector's 
name on the roll. That number was carefully 
turned down, and if the 'crutineer,, or the 
retuming officer did their duty there coulcl be 
no exposure of the figure; consequently it was 
not known for whom the elector voted, unless 
they all voted one way. That ha<l been the 
pmctice in Victoria for ymtrs. He had preside<! 
at elections and ha.d acted ar; Kcrutineer, and in 
all his expf':rience he had never kno,vn a slngle 
case in which the number on the b11llot-pttpcr 
\\'tts exposed. He felt thomughly satisfied tlmt 
if they wished to maintain the purity of elcetions 
that \nts the only safe remedy; and in the 
interests of the purity of elections he would very 
much like to see the amen<lment of the leader of 
the Opposition, or one similar to it, adopted. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
found that he was wrong, and thttt the hon. 
1nenll.~er for \Varrego wa~-; right, aK to the prnctice 
in ViCtoria,. He htul ntbread the elanKe and 
thought that the nnmber referre<l to in it was 
the nun1ber to be placed on the lxcllot-)"tl'crs. 
On looking further into the Act i1! force in that 
colony he funnel that the practiCe as to the 
duty· of " returning officer when an elector 
demanded to vote was this :-

•· ·when auy pcn.;on shalllwYC tendered his -rote illlllan­
ncr herein before mentioned. Hlld the name in whieh he 
Hllall <lemantl to Yot.e shall apl>Car as well in an ordinary 
roll in force for the chd~ion of t lw province or (list riet 
as in the Plcctor·~ right produced by him, or ~hall appear 
in tlH~ roll ot ratcJmying elector~ in force for the <livh:ion 
of the distrieL, the returning onief'r or dcput.y t->lmll, 
nnlc~s sneb }Jcr~on he prohihitctl from voting for some 
of LllU f'am;e~ herein before mcntionctl, fortlnvit.h write 
upon the lJack of one: oi tile balloL~papcrs ,.:::o~ si;:~;ncd 
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or initiallet1 as nJore~aid and as neat• as 11l'acticable 
to the lower edge thereof the nwnbcr corresponding 
to the mun bcr :-;et oppo~itc such pcr~on's name in such 
roll, together with the fi~urcs and initial letters of 
the title of such roll, and so that, in folding up such 
ballot-paper as hrrcinaftt:r mentioned the voter may 
CfLSily conceHl from view the said writing, ttnd shall 
deliver to such 11erson sueh ballot-paper, and ?~hall 
forthwith marh: upon a certified copy of snch roll 
aga.iust the name of such person the fact of his having 
rccciYed sueh ballot-paper, and mttrli: such elector's 
right with his initials and with the date expressed in 
the following tigure~"-

And so nn. That ;;ystem could be adopted if 
an additional precaution were wanted to the 
English system. There was no rea"on at all why 
the numlJer on the ballot-paper should be the 
number of the elector on the roll; and if they 
allowed the returning officer to pnt the number 
on it himself, and then mark it opposite the 
person's name who voted, they would have 
another security that the secrecy of the ballot 
would not be violated, because the ~<ecrecy would 
be confined entirely to the retuming officer. He 
would be the only person who could by any 
poilsibility find out how a person voted, and if 
they reduced it to that-to the absolute good 
faith of the returning officer, and were certain 
that he would not use any undue means, which, 
in fact, the scrutineers would have an oppor­
tunity of preventing, of finding out how people 
voted-they would go a long way to securing 
the secrecy of the ballot. He thought the 
nmtter was well worthy of consideration, and 
he wished to impress upon hon. members the 
immense g:>in which would resnlt through it in 
connection with the purity of elections, and if 
they accomplished their object without violating 
the secrecy of the ballot, all the better. He 
thought it could be done. 

The PREi\IIER said he wa~ glad the discus­
sion had taken place, because the question was 
one of the most important in connection with the 
Dill. He was sorry that it had not been men­
tioned on the second reading. He did not raise 
it himself, because it had never been raised in 
the House before ; and although he had thought 
over it frecjlJCntly he had never been able to 
see how the difficulty was to be solved. The 
discussion which had taken place had thrown 
some light upon the subject, and he would be 
very glad to h:we '" further opportunity of con­
Ritleriug it, as it was of very great irnportance. 
The certainty of the detection of fraud often 
prevented persons from attempting fraud. 

The House resumed, the CHATIDTAN reported 
prngre.s;-;, and the report w~ts adopted. 

The PRE:VIIER moved that the further con­
sidercotion nf the Bill in committee stand an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The HoN. Sm T. i\1ciLWRAITH said he 
had no intention of delaying the Bill ; and if 
the Premier thought it would be the best way 
to go through with it, and then reconnnit it 
for the purpose of altering those clauses after­
'~ards, he had no objection. J n the absence 
of the Colonial 'rreasurer, he would ask the 
Premier when the schedule which accompanied 
the Estim<~tes would be in the hands of lwn. 
1nen1bers ? 

The PRK:\UER said he had asked his hon. 
colleague. a,bont it la~t evening, and he ha_d 
shown hnn the schedule, so he concluded It 
would have been laid upon the bble that 
<h''· He preimmed it wonld be distributed 
to-morrow. \Vith respect to what the hon. 
gentleman said as to proceeding with the Bill, 
he should certainly like to have some more 
elfectual sy,-;tem or' scruLiny, lmt he should not 
like to do :mything without some days' con­
sideration. In the meantime, he tlwught it 

would be more convenient to go on with the 
Bill and when they had discussed all the other 
matter~ they could give an evening to that. 
Question-Tl~t the further consideration of the 

Bill stand an Order of the Day for to-morrow­
put and passed. 

ADJOURNMEN'r. 
The PREMIER, in moving that the House do 

now adjourn said that the schedule referred to 
by the hem. leader of the Opposition would ~e 
laid upon the table to-morrow. Th~ only pri­
vate business on the paper was a motwn by tl:e 
hon. member for Bowen about the Bowen rml­
way but he did not know whether the hon. 
"entieman was going on with it. After that 
they would be able to take som~ G<;vernm~nt 
business. There were two B1lls m whiCh 
amendments had been made by the Council, 
which would be taken, and then they could 
proceed with the Habbit Bill or the Elections 
Bill, whichever was considered most convenient. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at a quarter past 10 

o'clock. 




