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30 Adjuurmnent. [COUNCIL.] Additional Members Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Thursday, 30 J'tdy, 1885. 

Bnsp£118ion of Standing Orrler:s.-Appropriation Bill No. 
L 1:-.'35-6.-Additional Thfcmlwr~ Bill-t'ccond reading. 
Charitable Institutions ::\lanagemcnt Bill.-LomiJ 
Government Act Amendment BilL-Police Otncers 
ltclicf Bill-cornmittec.-Pacitic Is.landers lJmploycrs 
Compen.stttion Bi11-~ceoud reading. 

The PHESIDE~T took the chair at 4 o'clock. 

SUSP.ENSION OF STANDING OIWERS. 
The POSTMASTER-GR:'\ERAL (Hon. '1'. 

l'llacdonald-Paterson) moved-
That so mnch of the Standing Orcters be snspcnded 

a~ will admit of the passing oE an A pvropriation Bill 
tltrongh all its remainiug stages in one day. 

Question put and pa,.oed. 

APPROPIUATION BILL No. 1, 1885~G. 
The POSTMASTER-GJ<:NERAL moved that 

the Bill be now read a second time. 
Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the POSTMASTER· 

GENEHAL, the President left the chair, and 
the House went into Committee to consider the 
Bill in detail. 

The several chtuses and the preamble were 
passed, and the Bill was reported to the Hou.se 
witho11t a1nencllnent. 

The POST.l.IASTERG ENEHAL moved that 
the Bill be read a third time. 

The HoY. T. L. MURRAY-PRIOR said: 
Hon. gentlemen,-I merely rise to bring under 
the notice of the Postmaster-General the fact 
that, thoug·h this Council very mrely interferes 
in such 1natters, we hnve a perfect l'ight under 
the Constitution Act to amend money Bills. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the POSTMASTER­

G EXERAL, the J3ill was passed and ordered to 
he returned to the Leg·islative Assembly with 
ll18:S6fLge in the Uf;ual fonn. 

ADUI'J'IOKAL l'IIE::VIBJmS BILL­
SECOXD Rl,ADI~G. 

The J'OSTMAST.EH-GEKERAL ,aid: Hon. 
gcntle1nen,-In rj::-;i11g to 1no' e the second rea.ding 
of this Bill, which is a Bill to provide for the 
additional re) •resentation of certain portions of 
the culony in the Legislative Assembly, my 
nbserve~tions will he brief. I feel justified in 
conden.sing n1y ren1ark8 into fLH srua,ll a space :-1¥.\ 

possible, because I think every hon. member in 
this Chamber is intimately conversant with the 
circumstances of the colony in regard to the 
subject dealt with by the Bill. It is a cardinal 
point of the policy of the present Government, 
and l think a very judicious part of its policy, to 
endeavour to remed.1· the inadequacy of repre­
sentation in the Legi~·dative AtlseruLly which 
obtains in several districts of our territory. 
'l'his Bill, therefore, is the embodiment of 
their views on the subject. It may he 
stated that it is a somewhat meagre Bill, 
hut it is to bR held in view that it is only a 
tenta,ti ve rnea~nre, because next year the usual 
eensns \Vill be taJ::en; and a year or so subse(1uent, 
tl-1e Government of the clay, whoever they may 
he, must nece.;sarily deal with the question of 
redistribution, and that involves a complete 
reorgani'Cction and readjustment of the repre­
sen ation of the colony. The bst Parliamentary 
redistribution of seats in the Assembly was 
based on the census of 18/G. It was as nearly 
e<lnitable as could be cleYised at the time, with 
the exception of "·hat both sides in politics 
have regarded as an injustice to the Valley, 
which should at that time have had an additional 
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member. This Bill provides for that, as well as 
for the increased repre;eutation of Town:;­
ville and the territory adjacent thereto, in­
cluded in what is desig-nated by the Bill 
as the electorate of :Htmgra ve. It is proper 
that I should :;tate that the Government, in 
m-riving at the conclusions embodied in this 
Bill, do not acknowledg-e the doctrine that htts 
hitherto been advocated in some <luarters~that 
male adult population should be the basis of 
Parliamentary representation. On the other 
hand they have not framed this me>esure on the 
basis of the total population in any particular 
district. As I st:tted before, it is a Bill to 
ren1ove the nwre glaring cf!,r:;es of under-represen­
tation of which we are cognisant and which exist 
in tho.se several districts. The electorate of Forti­
tude Valley will not be divided, and, I suppose, 
no one will cavil at the proposal to give that 
electorate the representation to which it was 
entitled some years ago. If it wtts entitled to 
an additional member in 187i:i, we mud a,lmit 
that in view of the extension of the city, the 
thickne,s of populrttion there, the numbers of 
factories that have :;prung up, together with other 
in1proven1ent~:; that have gone on there~if in 
1878 they were entitled to an t1dditionalmember, 
it cannot be for a moment doubted that :Fortitude 
V alley is entitled to that additional member at 
the present time. \Vith reg>erd to Townsville, 
we all know that in 1878 it was a town of some 
importance, but it was doubted whether it would 
increase so rapidly at that time, in consequence of 
the possibility that Bowen would become the port 
for the tmde which goes at the present time to 
'fownsville. Now, ho,vever, the fio\v of trade is 
almost entirely confined to the port of Towns­
ville, and that tov;n-or city, a8 it is sornetin1e.,; 
called~has, I think, grown in proportion beyond 
that of any other town in the colony. Therefore, 
in that case it was the clutv of the Goverment to 
recognise at once its conm1ercial and political im­
portance, and that elector,tte was provided for in 
the Bill. The territory around 'rownsville, espe­
cially to the north, has also developed in an en or­
In on::; degree, and it h; considered that t-wo rnernben; 
should be returned for the electorates of Towus­
ville and JYiusgrave, giving one to each. \Vith 
regard to the J\litchell, I am aware thllt some 
hon. gentlen1en opposite kno·w nwre of that vast, 
rich, pastoral land than other h,m. members do. 
It is a grand pastoral country, which in good 
seasons provides a.bundant pasture for great herds 
of cattle and inmunerable flocks of sheep. As 
evidence of the richness of the territorv, and the 
pluck and enterprise of those who carry on pastoral 
pursuit~ there, \VC know that several not unirn­
pm-tant towns have sprung- up, and apart from the 
influence they possess, and the presence of a fair 
nun1ber of inhabitant:-;, posseHsing schools and 
other institutions---taking all these facts into 
consideration, it is only fair tlmt the Govern­
ment should recognise the claims of that 
electorate to additional representation. :Fm-ther, 
we '·lwuld abo consider the extent of the 
territory a.nd the inco11 venience to lllClnbers 
seeking· a seat in the Assembly who have to 
travel ovel' RO enorrnous a geogra .. phical area. I 
am very g·lad to say that the electorate of 
J\1itchell is well worthy of two members, and I 
believe that if we have a series of good seawns 
the time is not far disbnt when tlmt ''me elec­
torate will be again subdivided aml return 
more members to Parliament. It would be of 
no advantage for me to refer to the proposed 
boundaries of the electorates of Townsville 
and Musgrave; suffice it to say that Towns­
ville is carved out of t.he original electorate 
and th~ remainder will form the electoral district 
of :\Iusgrave. The J\Iitchell will be divided by a 
clue west line, the ]Jrincipal part of which will 
be the centmlline of milway running westerly. 

I think that is a very happy boundary, and I 
1nay say, fron1 n1y personal knowledge, that it is 
a boundary quite satiofactory to all the parties 
interested in the electorate. It is also a satis­
factory circumstance to know that on each side of 
the boundttry there is about an equal number 
of the towns to which I alluded. On the 
south cide we have Tambo, Blackall, and 
Isisford, with a :;uperficial area of country a 
little le's or more than the area on the northern 
side of the rail way line. On the northern si,]e 
there are the townships of Aramac and J\Intta­
bmm; so that the railwn.y line is undoubtedly 
the best possible boundary that conld be devised 
for the divi:;ion of this electorate ; and, moreover, 
the inhabit•mts of those towns, as well as the 
squatters, are ]Jerfectly satisfied with that. boun­
dary. ·In regard to the electorates to be divided, 
hon. members will notice by the Bill that the 
sitting member will have a 1·ight that did not 
obtain on a former occasion when a similar Bill was 
lJassed. He will have the right to a choice of seats, 
and it will be his duty to notify his decision as to 
which seat he will tnke, to the Speaker, within 
seven days after the passing of the Bill. The 
return of the number of electors in the various 
districts, which has been distributed, will give 
hon. members some idea of the re!r,tive import­
ance of the various electorates enumemtetl, but 
I am bound to say that in most of them, and 
especially the most northerly electorates, the 
numbers of electors are by no means equal to 
the numbers on the rolls some few years ago. 
'fhat, however, ha:'< not weighed with the Gnv­
ernruent in any way. They have brought 
up this Bill with t1 view to remedy wlmt they 
conceive to be the s11bsi~ting evils of under~ repre­
sentation in regard to those districts of the colony. 
In view of the fact that the Premier of the colony 
has intimJtted that the question of redistribution 
is understood to be one to be taken in hand 
as soon as po:;sible after the next census, I think 
hon. mernbers will a.gree that it is not Tight, nor 
would it be convenient or proper, to attempt to 
bring in a measure that would deal comprehen­
sively with the whole of the representation of the 
colony; in fact, a Hedistribution Bill on a sound 
ba:;is is at pre:;ent utterly impossible. The <>overn­
ment have not the nmteriab before them w1th 
which to devise such a scheme and bring it to a 
sucee'3sful ih~,ue. ':rhe prlnrit;ions 'vhich are con­
tained in the Bill for a revision of the electoral 
rolls, in the case of the new electorates, are 
anqlle ; and to adjust the rolls in the :\litchell, 
'fown.c;;ville, and .Thlusgrn,ve electora..tes will be 
only the work of, at most, a couple of days by 
the revising bencb. I beg to n1ove the ~econd 
reading ,,f the Bill. 

The Hox. :F. T. GR}:GORY said: In taking 
into con•ideration the provisions of this Bill, I may 
n..t once bay that I have no iutention whatever of 
offering· any opposition to its passage through the 
Council; the only object I have in ri,;ing io to 
drt:!JW c:tttention to one or two points connected 
with the propused distribution of the electorates 
of the colony. At the present time there is, 
as pointed out by the Postmaster-General, 
a considerable discrepancy in the number 
of electors in the various eleetoml districts, 
arising from the changes in the population 
that have taken place since the last g-eneral 
census. As far as it has been possible to have 
it done, this has been corrected from the various 
statistical returns at the command of the Govern­
ment, but it does not ck"rly show, nor cm1 it be 
ascertained with any certainty until after the 
next general cen•n1s, vvhat is the nu1nerical 
strength of each of the electoral dil'tricts, 
and consequent!:- it behoves us to be very 
careful in adding members to the House based 
on the number of electors who are on the 
electoral rolls. If we did that we bhuuld find 
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that we were really giving members to districts 
that were not entitled to them. So far, how­
eyer, aR can be ascertained in the present ca:v', 
we shall not rnu any Rerions ri.':3k in adJing the 
InCJnbers proposed. I \Yould, htn-rover, draw 
attention to a question which has been 
submitted to this House on a number of 
occasions, which I think has scarcely been 
folio·,, ed np with the amount of "ttention w hi eh 
the subject demands-and that is, that the popu­
lation nf large cities ~tlld large centres of occupa­
pation do not represent on er1ual terms the same 
number in the outside districts. In other words, 
that a town containing· a population of 10,000, 
-assuming that the basis of representation is 
2,500 to each member-·it would not be fair 
to give that to\vn four n1e1nbers against 
a country constituency containing 2,il00 elec­
tors. I am now speaking of the population 
basis and not the electoral roll basis, and the 
reason is that in to\rn.s there if:: aJ \\ ;:tys a large 
ttggregation of those who really cannot ue said to 
have any representation in the country-the 
wives am! children of tho'e people who,,e occu­
]mtion tab,, them into the outside districts. I 
hope that this \\ill not be lost sig;ht of, and 
although it would hardly hold good as an objec­
tion on the present occasion we certainly ought 
to bear it in mind whenever the subject of redis­
tribution is brought before us. There is also 
another que.tion which I trnst will be kept in 
vielv in considering any extension of the number 
of electorates in this colony. It has been found 
in other countries, and more especially in the 
mother-country, that the increased number 
of representati vcs of the people, so hr from 
tending to advance their interests and have 
them looke<l after with greater care, has resnltecl 
in the opposite direction. At the present time 
there is a strong feeling in the mother-country 
that, if it were pos,:ible to do so without inter­
fering or actually doin~ a\Yay with a certain 
number of elec:torates, it would be "·ell to rerluce 
the number of members who sit in the House 
of Commons. It is considered that at the 
pre,>ent time, could they rerlnce that House by 
more than half, or 400 member>;, the working of 
the Hon.se \Vould be carriea on in a much rnnre 
satisfactory way and would be of s·eneral benefit 
to the country. I think it is our duty to keep this 
question constantly in view, an cl for that reason I 
1nentiun it now. There is no doubt th:tt in a 
country so large as Qneensl:1nd, to get anything 
Hke fa.ir represeutation, \'\'"8 n1n::;t haYe, proporR 
tionately to the popnlutinn, a ye1·y lrtrg~J nurnber 
of reprt>entativcs. At the same time ''' e shnul<l 
be very careful not to enlarge the number of 
members unduly. The only other point which I 
think remains for me to draw attention to, and 
which I shall cle,c] withincommitte', is with regard 
to the rightH of existjng electoruteR. To n1ake what 
I wish to put before vou clear, I will state a oup­
po~itiou:-:. case .. A rnnn, nt the pre>cnt n1on1ent in 
the electorate of 'l'ownsdllc, is r]ualified to vote at 
hoth Townsville and !IInsp;mve, but he is only re­
gistered, of course, under one of hi;-; (1ualifications. 
He has a qualification as a resident in Townsville, 
but he also has a pruperty qualification in the 
district of Musp;rave. If I read the Bill 
correctly, when the election fir:;t takes place he 
will nut be in a po;;ition to vote for a member for 
one or other of the districts. Suppose the mem­
ber who is already sitting elects to repreoent 
Towns,·ille, then there is to l1e a member 
for lHusgrave. I-le is on the regi:-;ter of To\vns­
ville with a residence qualification, but 
he conld not or has not registered his 
nanre ns a freelwlder in lVIu~gra\'e, ~rhe pro­
vision nwdc in this Bill i~ only to corn pile certain 
rolls from the names that are ::clreaclv on the 
electoral rolh and npon the quarterly. electoral 
lists. I think hon. gentlemen are all suf!iciently 

aware of the distinction between the electoral 
roils and the electoralliots, and it is only neces­
sary for me to say that the one is compiled from 
the other after proof of qualification to vote. 
\V ell, between the time this Bill passes and the 
electi(ll1 of a n1en1ber for l\Iw;;gl'ave, I see no pro~ 
Yision to e11able an elector to put in hiH electoral 
qualification as a freeholcler to enable him to 
vote for the election of a member for J\!Iusgrave. 
I think I have made myself sufficiently clear, and 
hope that the I'ostmaster-General will see my 
object. \Vhen we come to consider the matter 
in committee, if he sees that my point is rectlly a 
valid one, I trnst he will be JH'epared to add a 
proviso which would enable us to rectify the 
deficiency. It strikes me forcibly that the 
amenrlment would come in in clause 5 sub­
s·ection (f), where I think could be inserted a 
proviso clearly establishing the right of any 
person sihutted as I have now described to vote 
for the return of a memhcr for !IIusgrave 
although he nmy not at the present moment be 
registered on the roll. \Vhen the Bill comes on 
for consiclemtion in committee it is possible other 
qnestions may ari,e, but I think I have 
pointed out all that is necessary at the present 
moment. 

The Ho:-r. A. H. \VILSON said : I do 
not object to additional members being 
given to the districts mentioned in the Bill, 
but I think there are other places just as 
much entitled to additional representation. 
For instance, tal:e Gyn1pit~. It ha.s only one 
member, repre,cnting l,G59 people; whereas 
Ipswich has two members, representing 1,47(; 
electors ; the former having; 183 more electors 
tban the latte1·. The same is found to be the 
case when Hockhampton is compared with 
Gympie. liockhampton has two members for 
1,480 elector,;, or 179less than Gym pie. I should 
like the Postmaster-General tu take these faets 
into hiR conHideration, as I really think Gyn1pie 
is entitled to an additional member. 

Question ]>ut and passed, and the committal of 
the Bill made ''n Order of the Day for \VednesLlay 
next. 

CH"\.RIT~\.llLE IKSTITUTIOKS 1'IAX AGE­
:I\IK2\'T lliLL. 

The PRESIDJ~KT rear] a message from the 
LegislatiYe .A_ssmnbly, fonvarding, for the concur­
rence of the Council. a Bill to make better pro­
\"i,;inn for the management of public charitable 
institutions. 

On the motion of the POST!IIASTER­
GKNERAL, the Bill wa,s read a first time, 
ordered to lJe printed, and the secon<l remling 
made an Order of the Day for \Vednesclay next. 

LOCAL GOVJU\N::\mNT ACT 
AJ\lENJJ::\IE::\T BILL. 

The l'llESIDEi\T rend a meRc;ac;e from the 
Le()"islative .As~eu1bly, fol'warding, for the con­
cm;·ence of the Council, a Bill to amend the 
Local Government Act of 18/R. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER­
UK!\ERAL, the Bill was read a first time, 
ordered to be printed, and the second reading 
made an Order of the Day for \V ednesday next. 

POLICE O:FFICERS llELI:EJ<' BILL­
COi\1:\UTTJ<:E. 

On the motion of the POST:i\IASTJUl­
GJ<:NEIL\L, the Pre,ident loft the chair, and 
the House went into Committee to consider this 
Bill. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clmt>e l-
The POST!IIASTE11-GEXERAL said tlmt 

the Hon. ::\lr. ::\lnnay-l'rior, in his speech <~n 
the second reading of the Bill, asked for certam 
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information in reference to the number of persons 
wbo might from time to time b.e affected by it, 
together with their status in the public service, 
dates of appointment, and so forth. He held that 
information now in his hand. No later than 
two days ag-o application had been received from 
one man to ue brought under the Act when it 
pltssed, and he harl no doubt other applications 
would follow. As there would lmrdly be any 
finality to those applications, he did not think it 
was desirable that the return should be printed, 
inasmuch as it was at present incomplete; but 
he would lay it on the table of the House for the 
information of hon. me m bors. 

The HoN. F. T. GltEGORY said he had very 
little to s:>y in 1·eg-ard to the matter, but he would 
point out that cases of real hardship would be likely 
to arise. rrhe lneasure, though a tnrdy act of jus· 
ticc, had nevertheless now ueon brought forward, 
and would enable those who had been deprived 
of their rights to have them rPstored. But there 
would be a certain amount of diccadv,mtage under 
which some would labour, although the point 
was one that wonld hardly bear examination on 
a comrnercial brtRiR. There ·were rnen who would 
have willingly at the time continued to contribute 
to the Superannuation Fund, but upon whom the 
payment of a lump sum now would bear 
rather hardly after having ceased to pay 
for four or five years. Indeed, it had been 
broug-ht prominently to his notic~J by one 
of the parties, whose names were mentioned 
in the list laid on the table bv the Postmaster­
General,.that he was not now in a position, owing 
to the m:>ny times he had been removed from 
one place to another, :>ml the consequent expense 
attending, to pay u)• the whole sum he would 
have pctid if he had remained in the Police 
:Force. Of course, that man would pay up the 
full amount due for the sake of ensuring a benefit 
to himself and family, but an injustice wonld be 
done in that case, although it mig-ht be said that 
the man had had the use and interest of his 
money all the time. Practically, however, they 
knew that that would not have been the case. 

The POSTMASTER· GENEHAL said, in 
reply to what fell from the Hon. Mr. Gregory, that 
he thought it woul<l be found that there was no 
provision in the Bill to limit the time within 
which a member of the Police J<'orce should pay 
the amount to which the hon. gentleman had 
referred. The 1st clause said-

" The Governor in Council may direct that such 
person shall have and be subject and entitled to tllc 
same rights, obligations. and yriYileges, as if he had 
been a member of the Civil Service under the provisions 
of the Civil Service Act of 1803 and the Civil Service 
Act of 1863 Extension Act." 

So that he thought the hardships referred to as 
like to ensue wo-uld not take pbce. 

The Ho:-~. Sm A. H. P ALMER said it was 
well that hon. members should know that, 
according to the list which had been laid on the 
table by the Postmaster-General, they were only, 
after all, going to legislate for eight individuals. 
He had thought the Bill would affect a large 
number of persons. He acknowledged that 
justice should be done to eight persons as well as 
to eighty, hut hon. members 'hould understand 
that this was a very small question. 

The POSTYIASTER-GENERAL said it was 
just as well a]"') to state that the Government 
anticipated a number of applications from per­
sons wishing to come under the provisions of the 
Bill when it became law. 

Clause put and passed. 

On clause 3, as follows :-
H rrherc shall be deducted from the salary of every 

such person and paid to the Consolidated Jtevcnnc Fund 
a sum equal to two per centumlJCl' annum." 

1885-D 

The Hox. A. C. GREGORY said that, though 
the subject to which he was about to refer did 
not appear directly in clause 3, still, if the clause 
were passed, there would be no remedy for what 
he considered a defect in the Bill. The clause 
provided for a deduction of 2 per cent. from the 
salary of every person coming- under the provisions 
of the Bill, and so far that was reasonable ; but 
in clause 4 provbion was made that in any case 
in which a member of the Police Force had been 
appointed to another office, he should, "within 
three months after the passing of this Act, pay 
to the Colonial Treasurer, to be paid into the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, a sum equal to the 
amount which would have been deducted from 
his salary for the whole time that has elapsed 
since his said appointment, if he hctd been a 
member of the Civil Service." Kow, that sum 
would probably be more than some officers would 
beabletopaywithin three months; and, if possible, 
it would be better either to enlarge the amount 
to be paid annually under clause 3 to, say, J 0 
per cent., or to provide for the payment of the 
amount to be paid under clause 4 by instalments. 

The Hox. Sm A. H. P .\L1IER said it struck 
him that the gentlemen for whom they were 
legislating were getting rnore than fair pln.y in 
comparison with those who had been contributing 
to the fund all along. They were to be allowed 
to make the 2 per cent. payments in one lot, 
whereas they ought to be made to pay interest 
for every year they were in arrears. If hon. 
members looked at the list they would see that 
one-half of those on the list had their contributions 
to the Police Superannuation Fund absolutely 
returned, ttnd, in order to be fair to the other 
officers of the Civil Service, thoy ought to be 
charged interest until all the arrears were paid. 

'!.'he Ho:-~. A. C. GREGORY said the prin­
ciple to which he referred was adopted in the 
amending Civil Service Act, in which there was 
no provision for the payment of interest Gn 
arrears. Some officers were unable to pay the 
whole amount in such a short time, and it was 
on that account that he drew attention to the 
matter, and suggested that it should be paid in 
instalments. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 4, as follows :-
"In any case in which any snch member of the Police 

Force has been so appointed to anotlwr office before 
the passing of this Act, lw shall within three months 
after the passing of this Act pay to the Colonial Trea~ 
surer, to be 11aid into the Consolidated Revenue l1nnd, 
a sum equal to the amount which 'vould have been 
deducted from his salary for the whole time tha.t has 
elapsed since his said appointment if he had been a 
member of the Civil Service under tlie provisions of 
the CiYill Service Act of 186:) and the Civil Service 
Act of 1803 I~xtension Act, and had received as such 
member a salary etpml to the salary that he has received 
from time to time as an officer of the Public Service 
since such appointment." 

The HoN. F. T. GREGORY said that, follow­
ing up the observations he made just now in 
regard to hardship in certain cases, notwith· 
standing the light thrown upon the matter by 
the Hon. Sir Arthur Palmer, he was still of 
opinion that in the case of men of limited means 
and large families, the payment of the whole 
amount within three months would press more 
hardly than annual payments. With the view 
of meeting the difficulty in some degree, he pro· 
prosed that the clause be amended by the substi· 
tution of the word " six" for the word "three " 
in the 3rd line nf the clause. That would give 
six months within which to pay, and he was sure 
that small concession would be appreciated by 
more than one of the jJersons concerned. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed, 
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The rem:tining clauses and the preamble were 
agreed to, and the CHAIRMAN reported the Bill 
with an amendment. 

The report was adopted, and the third reading 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for vVed­
nesday next. 

PACIFIC ISLANDERS EMPLOYERS 
COMPEKSATION BILL-SECOKD 
READ IX G. 

The POST;>.IASTER-GENERAL said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-This is a Bill to make provision 
for the assessment and payment of compensa­
tion to certain employers of Pacific Island 
labourers who have been returned to their native 
islands by order of the Governor in Council. As 
I understand that there is a general wish amongst 
hon. members that we should not enter into a 
debate on the second reading of this Bill, bu1t 
reserve our discmsion till the various clause\•> 
come under our consideration in committee, I 
merely move formally that this Bill be now read 
a second time. 

'l'he HoN. A .• J. THYJ'\NE said: Hon. gentle­
men,-I merely rise to intimate to the Postmaster­
General that when in committee I shall snggest 
some alterations in clause fi, not for the purpose 
of altering the principle of assessment, but 
merely in order to elucidate the clause. 

Question put and passed, and committal of 
the Bill made an Order of the Day for \V ednesday 
next. 

The House adjourned at fifteen minuteB past 
5 o'clock. 

Lecwe of Absence. 




