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18 AddJ•ess in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Qnestiuns. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl'IIBLY. 
Wednesday, 8 Julp, 1885 . 

. ~\Ics,,ngcs from His Excellency the GoYcrnor.~Qnc:c;tion~. 
-Andit.or-General'~ Hcport.-Joint Committces.
Sc:.,;;;ional Orders.---l',or1llal ::\Iotions.-Record of 
Attendance or .JlemlJcr~.-Allclrc8~ in Re])ly
lT'.>mnption of debate. 

The tiPEAKER took the chair ::tt lu1lf-ptt~t 
3 o'clock. 

111£SSAGES l<'EOl\I HIS l~XCELLKc\CY 
THE GOVERl'\OR. 

The SPEAKER r~nnounced the receipt of the 
fullo,,·in~· n1es.sages fron1 Jii;-; l~xcollency the 
GoYern()r :-

Xo. I.-Transmitting- "A Bill to continue the 
operation of the ]\,far"'lpittb Destruction Act of 
1881." 

On the motion of the PREMTE.R (Hon. S. \V. 
GJ>iffith ), the nw.,sag-e w ;1s ordered to be taken 
into consideration in conunittee to-n1urro\V. 

Ko. 2.-Tmnsmitting- "A Bill to give relief to 
persons who, haYing becon1e entitled to certain 
right~ a~ Ulmubers of the Police Force, hn,ve, 
under the Police Act of 18G3, cett.oed to belong to 
thttt force, but are still ern ployed in the Police 
service of the colony." 

On the motion of the COLO:'\IAL TREA
SUHER, the message was ordered to he taken 
into c<msideratinn in conunittoe to-nwrru-w. 

Ko. 3.-Transmitting- "A Bill to proYide for 
the payment of the expenses incurred by JYiembers 
of the Legislati\ e Assembly in attending Parlia
n1ent." 

On the motion of the I'REMIER, the messttge 
\V<1R ordered to be tnJcen in consiclen""tion in cmn
mittee to-morrow. 

QUESTIOKS. 
J\lr. KATES asked the Colonittl Treasnrer-
1. !.'5 the Government in po-.:~ession of any information 

lrading to the ide11ti1ication of tl1e authors of certain 
letter:'; signed "J.A.l~ .. " "P.B.~'L." etc., adversely criti
eising the financial position of this colony on the eve of 
iloatiug the last loan~ 

2. Is it the intention of the GoYermnent to reply to 
these letter~, \Yith a view of refuting the charges made 
against them, and of vindicating the credit of the 
t:olony~ 
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. _ !'he COLONIAL TIUUSUUER (Hon. J. R 
D1ckson) replied-

1. ;.Jo; but there is rPHson to believe that they 'verc 
written by }Johtkal opllOllenttl of the present. Govern
ment. and not lJy persons iuterr'lted iu finance. 

2. 'l'he ~\.g-cnt-Cencral has already takcu sueh step::; as., 
after consideration and consultation with hifl adviser~ 
in London, fl.ppearcd most expedient. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD asked the Colonial Secre
tary-

I. \Yhat sum of money (if any) has been 11aid to .Jll·. 
J .. F. Bncklaud, the mcmhor representing Bulimba in 
thts House, for service><; pcrformcrl in rclntion to the 
late Commission, of whif'h :Jir. Bnckland was a mcln
lJcr? 

2. If any snch payment has been made, from what 
source have the fnnUs been provided~ 

The COLOKIAL SECHETAHY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith) replied-

1. £1:i0, and actual travelling e-xpenses. 
2. l~rom tlle Con..,olidatcd R,eyennc. and clmrrrerl to 

'' Fnforescen expenclitnrc" until voted. h 

The HoN. Sm T. MciiJWRAITH: Has 
the hon. gentleman any objection to tell u,q 
the full amount paid to the hon. member for 
Bulin1ba; ~tnd at the sa1ne tilne, how Inuch has 
been paid to the other members of the Com
nlission? 

The Pf:LKMIER: I can give the hon. gentle
man a httle more mformation. :\lr. Kinnaird 
llose received also £-Jo-')0, and his actual travellino· 
expenses; :\lr. :i\Iilnun received £100, and hi~ 
achHtl travelling Pxpenses. I ~annat say wh8.t 
the actual travelling exp'Jnses cmne to because 
they were not paid separately to each u;ember. 

Mr. BAILEY asked the :\Iinister for 
\Vorks~ 

\nll he cause an inqnir~' to l1e made as to a reported 
dcYiation of the (;~·m}Jic and Kilkivan line, which, by 
cntting- otl' 1Yide .Bay Creek, renders a large arf':t of 
Yaluable country wakrless, and therefm\~ valnclcss :-

The MIKISTER 1fOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
J'llile,) replied-

Inqniric-: have already been made on the subject. nnd 
the paper:-; in regard thereto can be la.id on the tiLbic of 
this House if l'C({nirc(l, 

::Yir. JORDAN asked the l\'Iini.oter for 
\Yorks~ 

\\-hr-n the r-nlargcment of the wharf in Ronth Bris
bane will 110 commenced: \Yhether the exad rontc of 
the extension of the Sontll Hri~banc ln·anr·h of the 
Son thorn and "-cstern Railway into ::u,,lhournc street 
has been ctctenuined; and wllen t•1e bnildiug of this 
C\:Lcnsion is likely to be commenced~ 

The 1V1IKISTER ]'OR WOHKS replied-
1. AR ~oon as the necPssary phms, etc., are ready, 

tenders will he invited. 
2. I>laJlS ·will be :o:nbmittc(1 for Parliamentary approntl 

during the vre-;ent session. 

AUDITOll-GKi'\JmAL'S EEPOitT. 
The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the 

House thctt I have receive<! the following letter 
from the Auditor-General :-

,,Audit Department, Queensland, 
'' Bri:;banc, 7th ,July, 1SS5. 

,, S!Jt, 

"Jn cmnp1iance with the lH'OYisions of the 6Lh 
clause of the Saving~ Bank ~\et of 1R70 1B.J Yic. Xo. 101, 
I linvc the honour to report to the TJe~i:-;lati."ve Assembly 
that the Uovernment dehentnres and other seeuritic~ 
held in tru.o;;t for the ~aving.s Bank by the President of 
the Ijeg-islativc Connei1, tllB Speaker of the Legislative 
A~sembly, and the Colonial Treasurer, have been duly 
examined, connte(1, aud audited, on the 1st instant, <1nd 
that theY lYerc fonnd correct. 

"The enclo~ed statement shows how thp funds of the 
Saving~ Ban\( were iHY\?''>ted on that clnte. 

"IY. L. G. DRl·;IY, 
"Auditot-Genera.l." 

On the motion of the COLOXIAt. TREA
SIHU<:R, tho report anc1 stcttement enclosed 
were ordered to be printed. 

JOINT Co:i\BHTTEES. 
The SP l~AKER announced that he had re

ceived a n1es:;:;a.ge fron1 the I....egishttive Council, 
stctting that the following Sessional Orders had 
been passea :~ 

1. That the rrrs~f1ent., :J.Ir. King, and :\:Ir. Jiurrn.y
Prior be appointed members of the Joint Library Com
mittee. 

2. That the President. l\Ir. \Y. Forrest, and J\:Ir. Box be 
appointed members of the .Joint Committee for the 
1mmagement of the R"freslnnent. R.ooms. 

3. That the Prosiclont, )[r. W. Fot-rc·st, and )1r. A. C. 
Grep:ory be appointed members of the ,Joint Committee 
for the management aml ~upcrintcndcnce of the Parlia
wentary Buildings. 

·.k That the foreg-oing resolutions be transmitted to 
the IPgi81ative Assembly by message, rc<lUcst:ing that 
they -..Yill be pleased to nominate a like number of mem
bers from their borly, with a view to give effect to the 
Sth Joint Stancling Order. 

The PRK\UER said : If there is no objection 
I will move the nominations of these committees 
now. This has been the custom in years past. 
If there is any objection to the motion, I will 
give notice of it for to-morrow. If there is no 
objection, I willmove-

1. 'l'hat the following members of the House be 
ar1pointed members of the Joint Ijibrary Committee, 
namely :-'rho Hon. the Speaker, ::.ur. Brookcs, and :1.\fr. 
Xorton. 

That is the same as last }Tar. 
2. That the following 1nembcrs of the House be 

alJlJOinted member:" of the Joint Committee for the 
management of the Refrr..,hmcnt Rooms. namely :-'fhe 
IIou. tbc Speaker, ::\Ir, AI and, anc131r. Black. 
::\Ir. Aland's name being substituted for that of 
l\Ir. 1Iacdnnald-Pctterson. 

3. That the following members of the House be 
H11JlOinicd members of the Joint Committee for the 
management and ::;npcrinten(lencc of the Parliamentary 
Buildings :-The lion. the t-5peaker, Th!r. l!'erguson, and 
)lr. ~Iellor. 

:Mr. J<'erguson's name being substituted for that 
of Mr. Stevens; and 

4. That these appointments be communicated to 
the LegislaiiYC Council by message in the us.mLl form 
in rCllly to their message of this day·s date. 

The SPEAKEH: Is there any objection to the 
motion being put without notice? 

The HoN. Sm T. MuiLWHAITH: I think 
we had better have the usual notice given. I 
know that in previous years we have always had 
some consultation with the members nominated 
to know what their wishes might be in the 
nmtter. 

The PRE:\IIEU: As I have said, if there is 
any objection notice cctn be given, but it has 
been the practice for several sessions to move it 
without notice. I think mvself it is better that 
notice should be given of tl1e motion, ctnd there
fore I will move that the me,sage o£ the Legisla
tive Council be taken into consideration to
InmTO\V. 

Question put and passed. 

SESSIO~AL ORDERS. 
On the motion of the PilB::\IIEH, the follow

ing nwtions were agreed to :-
'l'lwt, unless otherwise ordered, the House \Vill meet 

for d.cs}latch of business a.t three o'clock p.m. on 'l'ues
day, \Yeduc~day, and Thnrl'lday, and at 1 en o'elock a. m. 
on 1-'riday, in each \Vccl\; the sitting on the last-namcc1 
Uay to terminate at one ll.m. 

'l'hat. on Tue~llay, '''cdnesday, and Friday in ench 
week Government lmslncs.s take preccllence of all other 
business. 

The PRE:\UER, in moving-
'l'hat Strmcling Order Xo. 8, relative to business 

under disen~sion, and business not disposed of at time 
of any adjournment of the House for want of a quorum, 
be suspended, so far as jt rcla.tcs to notices of motion, 
with a view to giving effect. uut.il otherwise ordered, to 
the follmving recommendation of the Standing Orders 
Committee, adO}Jtcd by the House on the 22nd December, 
1870, namely:-·· That remanet motions, instead of 
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being placecl at the bottom of the notice-paper for the 
following sitting day, shall, with the motions for that 
da~r, take precedence in the order ofthe dates for which 
they 'vere first given: but that they shall not be per
mitted to displace motions originallJ giYcn for the clay 
to which such remanet motions go over"-

said : I may add that thi8 motion has been 
carried now for fifteen years running, and it may 
be desirable that the Standing Orders Committee 
should consider the advisability of drawing up a 
Standing Order to give effect to it-considering 
that Standing Order No. 8 has been abrogated 
for fifteen years to give effect to this motion. 

Question put and passed. 

The PREMIER moved--
'"rhat it be an Order of the House during the present 

session that on each \\rednosday, when the House is 
sitting, the Clerk shall read out the titles of all motions 
for returns agreed to l)l'evionsly by the House and not 
yet furnished. 

Question pnt and passed. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 

The following motion was agreed to :

By the PHEJ\IIER-
'l'hat it be an Order of the House during tlw prc~cnt 

scssion,-
1. That every motion or Order of the Day for t.he 

third reading of a, Bill, to 'vhich (on the que~tion bein::; 
put from the Chair, " 1'rhether there is auy objection to 
its being a 'form~d' motion or ()rcler of the Day"'"'! no 
objection shall be taken, shall b8 deemed to be a "for~ 
mal" motion, or Order of the Day. 

2. 'l'hat, before the ordinary business of each day 
shall be entered. upon. the Spt-akcr shall call OYCl' the 
various notices of motion and Orders of the Da\' for 
third reading of Bills; and, on any such motion or ()l·der 
being called, it shall be competent for the member, 
otherwise entitled to move it, to have the aboYC (1llC~
tion put 'vith referenec thereto; and stwh "formal" 
motions or Orders of the Day shall be disposed of in tbe 
relative orcler in which they stand on the businr;;·s 
paper, taking }lrccedence of all the other motions and 
Orders of the DaY. 

3. That no debate shall be allowed on any snch 
"formal" motions or Orders of the D'ly, or upon the 
further ]lroeecding;'; following tllc rca<ling of. ~neh 
Orders; bnt the Honse nmy pl'oceefi to divh:ion there
upon, without amendment or dehatc, as in the en se of a 
1notion for the first reading ot a, l:Hll. 

4. That, in consequence of any snch '"formal " 
Orders of the Day having been clispo~~L:d of as afore~aill, 
it shaH not be held ih<tt the IIons8 has proeeedecl to the 
Orders of the Day upon the l)nsinr "'s paper, RO a::; to 
exclude thereafter the asking or (LUC~lions, the }n·r~l~H
tntion of lJCtitious, or the reception of notices of 
motion. 

On the next motion bein~, called, 

Mr. MORBHEAD saicl: I think, hccving 
passed this Order, yon should now proceed tu 
discover the formal motions, lYlr. Speaker. Let 
us have everything done decently, if pmsible, 
and in order. 

The SPEAKEH: It has always been usnctl to 
allow the Government to t::tke such motions m; 
this as formal. 

Mr. ?\IORl,;HEAD : \Ye will c1o the thing 
properly this time. 

The SPJ<~AKER : I take the opportunity of 
informing the House that in discovering the 
formal motions I propose to adopt the same 
course that was followed with ad vantage last 
session. 'l'hat is, that when a motion .is declared 
fornoal, and the member who has given notice of 
it is not in his place at the time, I shall Cc1ll upon 
him at a subsequent portion of the evening, or if 
he should not be in attendance that evening it 
shall be considered a formal motion on the follow
ing day. I shall now proceed to discO\·er the 
formal motions. 

By the PREMIER-
I. That, in complianr-e "\Yith Standing Order 266, :L 

Select Committee be appointed to assist ::\Ir. Speaker in 
all matter::; which relate to the printing to be executed 
by order of the House ; an<1 for the purpose of selecting, 
and arrnnging for printing, returns and llapers pre
sented iu pursuance of motions made by members. 

2. That ;,.neh eommirtee consist of the following 
mcmber:s, namel.\r :-Jlr. Speaker, the Chairman of COln
mittces, :.Ur. Bailey, :J'Ir. Pa.lmer, Jir. Jorclan, :3Ir. StcYens, 
and ::\lr. l3rookes. 

By the PRK\fiER-
That the St.allllin~ Orders Committee for the present 

Se-;.;;ion consist of the follmving members, mtmcly :-:I\lr. 
Spcalwr, the Chairman of Committees, 3Ir. Chnbb, J\fr. 
Scott, and the :JioYer,-\vith lcaYe to sit during any 
adiournmcnt, and authority to confer upon subjects of 
mntn<tl coucernmcnt "\Vith any committee HJ1pointccl for 
similar pnrpo~ ,., by the Legislative Council. 

By the PRK\HER-
Tllat this Honse will, to-morrmv, resolve itself into ~t 

CCmnnittce of t.hc 1Yholc to con~iflcr the desirableness 
of intro<1ncing a Bill to amend. the Local Government 
Act oi 1878. 

By the PHK\IIER-
That this Honw will, to-morrmv, rc~olve itself into 

a Committee of the 1n101c to cons;idcr the desirableness 
of introdneiug a Bill to malw provision for the A~";css
ment and Payment of Compensation to certain 
1-:mploycn; of Pacific Island L~Lbonrers w11o have been 
retnrned to their native blands by order of the 
Governor in CounciL 

By :\Ir. BLACK-
That there be laid upon t.he table of the House, a 

l~etnrn show·ing land revenue for each of the land 
districts of the colony, for each year, from 1859 to 18&:1. 

By Mr. STEVKi'\SOl\-
Tllat. there be lnid on the table of the IIonso, all 

Papers eonnected 'vith the arbitration case in re~pect 
to the tli~pnted 1Jom1da1·y of the Ghinghiudi and -Water
ford P..lul:s in the L·'ichhal'dt district. 

RECOim O:F ATT.ENDANC:E 01<' MEM
BloHS. 

The PRE:\IIETI, in moving-
rrllat it be an Order of the House. during the present 

session, that tltc Clerk !c'halL on eaeh day on which the 
IIon~c i~ appointP(l to meet for the c1ospateh of hn~incss, 
record the na1ues of all snch mcmbt'l'."1 as shall be pn~-,..ent 
at the tilllc RO appointer!. or at any time during which 
the House shall l)c sit tin;; on that Llay-

sai<l: J\Ir. Spmtker,-I do not think it neces
H<1l'Y to n1ake a long speech in connection 
with this motion. Ko v::tlid objection can be 
offered to recording the a-ttendance of rnern bers, 
even if there were no other ohiect in view than 
to ::tscertnin \V hat n1mnbers do" attervl, as is the 
practice in the other branch of the Legislntnre. 
Hut the particular reason why thi,, motion is 
iutroduced is in connection with the Bill which 
has been to-day recommended by His Excellency 
the Governor. Hon. members will remember 
that last year a Bill""·' p»'<sed in this Honso by 
a large rnajority affirrning the principle of 
p::tyment of the expenses of members of this 
Clmmber, to be calculated upon their daily 
attendance in P:crlimnent, \mt it was rejected by 
the Legislative Council. The Dill that has been 
recommended by Hi,; }:xcellency to-day is in 
exactly the same words as that which w::ts 
rejected by the Legisl:cti;-e Council last year; 
and in the e;-ent of a measure of that kind be
corning law during the present seo.sion, I think 
it desimble that a record of attendance should 
be kept in mder that when the measnre comes 
into opemtion immediate effect could be given 
to it. The Bill recommended to-day is in the 
same l>1nguage as that pa,,sed last ye::tr, which, 
it will be remembered, w::t.s to commence on the 
1st January, 1885. Of course, if that Bill is 
passed, it will be necessary that there should be 
some record of attendance of members of this 
House. That is the special reason why the 
motion is made. But, eYen apart from that, 
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hon. members might very properly support such 
a motion, because, in any cas0; it would be 
useful to have some information as to the 
attendance. o~ meml1ers from day to day. 
I Llo not th~nk rt necessary to stty more ttt present, 
beyon~l tlus, that tlw only vmcticttl wtty of 
recordmg the ::cttendance of hon. members is to 
make it the duty of the officers of the House as 
is done in the other branch of the Lcgisl::ctnre: 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: As I took exception 
to this motion going· as a formal one, I think I 
may be pardoned if I claim the right to make a 
few re1narks on the Prernier\; speech. He has 
told us-whttt we all suspected-that the real 
reason for recording the nltendance of lwn. 
n1ernbers i::-; in connection 'vith n 1nea1:mro which 
we hotve not yet been otRkecl to consi<ler. He ha' 
further told us that this recnrcl is to be bkon in 
order to ascertain the anwnnt of enwlnn1cnt to 
be given to each individual member if that Bill, 
which is not yet passed, ever comes into force ; 
and he ha.; also stated that the )ntymeut of 
members will date back from the comn;encoruent 
of last sc,,sion. How can a record of attendance 
last sesoion be made now? 

T!l8 PRE:YIIER: Icrom the bt .Tan nary, 188.), 
I smd. 

l\lr. lYlOREHEAD: I' am wrong here; I 
thought the hon. member intended it to apply 
to last year. \Yhat I want to know Is 
-is ~tn hnn. n1e1nber who cmne~ into tho 
IIouse, and after lJntting- in an appearance 
clears ont for the rest of the night, to haYe 
the same anwnnt of mnohunent ru; 1nen 
who sit here hour after hour and niaht after 
nig-ht? I know rnmnber;.; on the other tJ~ide \Vho 
only come for a few minutes and then leave the 
Ho~JSe. If there iB to be payment of members, 
let rt be on the scale of services performed, not 
on the system propo'e'l by the hon. gnntlem::cn. 
Under that system one of the hon. g~ntleman's 
supporters might say to the Clmk, "You see I am 
here ; get n1e n1y two guineas in the nwrning ; 
let there be no mista.ke about that. It is a 
matter of much importance to me. I have some 
debts to meet at the end of the week ;" or ''the 
bailiff.s are in my house, and I must get a certi
ficate from you that J have attended before I can o·et 
them out." JYTembers should be paid for seni~es 
performed, and not because they ftre mere 
voting machines whose duty is to i{eep the pre
sent ::\Iinistry in power, and nothing else. These 
sop;; are thrown out to benefit no one bnt those 
who sit on the 'rreasury t1enches. It is mon
strous if the Payment of Members J~ill is to be 
framed on such a basis, and I think I have done 
well to call attention to it now, at the present 
stage. I say it is monstrous to pay members 
because they choose to come here and sit silent 
and Romnolent-I will use no stronger ln,nguage
but who, at any rate, do nothing· but keep warm 
the cushions they sit upon with, in many cases, 
their heavy carcases-it is monstrous if such 
men are to receive the \Yages of men1Lers who 
labour hard in the field. I object. therefore, to 
this record being made on the grounds set forth 
by the Pren1ier. Of course there is no use goin(J' 
to a division on the motion, nor do l intend t~ 
do so; but I think the hon. gentleman should 
have told the House what his intentions were 
when he put it on the business paper, instead of 
attempting to pass it as a formal motion. 

Question put and passed. 

The PREMIER moved-
That it be an instruction to the Standing Orders Com

mittee to prepare Standing Orders for the purpose of 
ascertaining and recording t.hc daily atteudanco of 
members of this House. 

Question put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY-RESUMPTION OF 
DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being read for the 
resnmption of the adjourned debate on Mr. 
Annear'o motion, "Thttt the "\clclress in Reply 
to the Opening Speech of His Excellency the 
Governor, as read by the Clerk, be now adopted 
by the House," 

The Hox. J. M. 1\IAUTIOSi:lAN said: Before 
resuming the debate, JHr. Speaker, I wish to say a 
few words with reference to my object in moving 
the adjournment of the debate last night. I 
do so because l think it is not a good practice to 
establish in this House to adjourn early on the 
lirst day of the ses.sion, when probably the debate 
could be finished on that day, more especially in 
a case like the present, when there is so little 
llebat»hle matter on hand. J\Iy object in moving 
the adjournment of the debate was because a 
great many me m hers on this side of the 
Honso wore suffering from bad colds. The 
leader of the Opposition himself, I believe, 
was scarcely well enough to attend the open
ing· of Parliament, and I myself was suffer 
ing, and am still ; so that in moving the 
adJournment I was simply the mouthpiece of 
several hon. members on this side. I make this 
statement in the hope that it will not be estab
lished as a precedent, especially as this is the 
second session in which it has been done. In 
reply to what the hlm. gentleman at the head of 
the <._-i-oYernrnent sa,id laHt night in conunencing 
his reply to the leader of the Opposition, that 
that hon. gentleman lmd simply made a re-hash 
of '' grer~t many speeches he had made in this 
House on the Land Bill and the Loan Bill-that 
he had ~aiel nothing new, and that what was 
really new was inaccurate-does the hon. gentle
man not know tlmt he himeelf has frequently 
made u··e of tho,;e very words, word for word? 
He has actually committed the same fault, 
if fault it is, with which he charg~' the leader 
of the Opposition. It may perhaps be only 
by way of a preliminary canter on the open
ing of Parliament, nevertheless I think he should 
refrain fro1n such ren1arks as rnuch as possible. 
I mHst "ay that my task is extremely easy this 
evening in replying to the hon. gentlernan, and 
also in nutking \vhatever critici.srns I have to 
make upon the matters contained in His Ex· 
cellency's Speech. I think the Speech is a very 
weak speech indeed. Of course it is usual for 
members of the Opposition to s:cy so, but 
I SlCY it thoroughly believing it. There is 
scarcely anything in the Speech which is 
really debatable. .Even the Bills mentioned 
in it we know nothing at all about. vV e 
are simply told their names and no more. 
As to what fell from the hon. gentleman, I 
think that will deserve a little more consideration 
than the matter contained in the Speech. He 
took ohjection to a statement made by my hon. 
friend the lelCder of the Opposition, which I 
think was made in error, about speeches having 
been made by the hon. gentleman on former 
occasions in which it was stated that, if he were 
allowed to have the reins of power, in a year or 
two he would make laws which no Govern
ment could alter afterwards. That was not what 
was said. The leader of the Government has 
stated what he said exactly. He said he would 
make laws which would prevent any futme 
Government introducing a railway scheme on 
the land-grant system, and he believes now that 
he has clone so. But how has he done it, 
Mr. Speaker ? I will show the House, and 
in showing the House I hope I shall show 
the country, how he has done it. Up to last 
year we had on our Statute-book laws by which 
the lands of the colony were alienated and leased 
-I refer to the Land Acts of 18G9 anc\1876. By 
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those Acts the pastoral lands in any portion of the 
colony, east, west, north, or south, either in the 
settled or unsettled districts, could be r0,umed 
by the Government, without payment of one 
farthing of compensation, upon giving six 
months' notice to the pastoral tenant, which I 
think hon. members generally will admit to 
have been a Yery usefulprovioion; because other
wise the functions of the Government could not 
have been very well cat'ried out in the interests 
of the people if they were debaned from resum
ing land for public purposes. :1\o matter what 
purpose land was required for, if it "·as a public pur
pose the land could be resumed from the pastoral 
tenant. Now what has the hon. gentleman done? 
In his anxiety to carry out his idBas in this matter 
he has actually placed the colony in such a posi
tion that no future Government, no matter how 
strong it may be, no matter if it represents every 
single individual in the colony, can deal with the 
lands. The lands are now as much taken away 
from the possession and control of the people ,;f 
the colony as if they were actually g·iven to the 
squatters of the IV est. That is the condition in 
which he has placed thP. country. By the ~~et 
which he has p<tssed he has given certain sqmtt
ters a fifteen years' lease-an indefeasible lease, 
one which cannot be touched bv the Govern
ment, one under which the la,nd cannot be 
resumed. At the end of the lease the squatter 
can demand payment for every penny of improve
ments he has made on the land; and the improve
ments on that land will, I mn positive, be so great 
that no Government will darototake thelands from 
the tenant. His lea,e will therefore come to be a 
perpetual lease, such as exists in many parts of 
the old country. The squatters will have a 
life interest in the land as much as many mem
bers of the English aristocracy have in the lands 
which they hold by entail. These are the me11ns 
the hon. gentleman has adopted to prevent us 
building railways on the land-grant principle 
should an emergency arise when we may not 
he able to go into the home money market to 
borrow money for public works, an emergency 
which does not seem improbable judging- from 
the present state of the political horizon. It 
may be that the whole public works of the colony 
may be stopped through our being prevented 
from borrowing in the English money market, 
as no Government will be able to introduce 
private capital for the purpose of making rail
ways by giving them the material which we 
have in such plenty, as could have been done up 
to last year. This is what the hon. gentleman 
has done, and he has done it, I am positively 
certain, from purely party motives. He cer
tainly does not understand the subject as he 
ought to do-as the leader of a great party such 
as he represents ought to do. He understands 
it no more than the merest tyro who has just 
begun to study the hind question. He has gone 
about the country making· speeches-I have read 
his speeches lately-lamenting that Irishmen 
cannot see the iniquity of giving away the public 
lands to companies to bnild our rail ways, because 
they are the unfortunate victims of the landlord 
system which prevails in Ireland. The system 
that prevails in Ireland the hon. gentleman does 
not seem to understand. If, instead of appealing
to Irishmen, he had appealed to the example of 
the United States of America in this matter, he 
would have been nearer the mark. Now, what 
are the facts in connection with the land -grant 
system there? IV e may put them in a nut
shelL During the great Civil \Var, when the 
country was almost prostrated from the enor
mous expenditure which the war necessitated, 
the land-grant system was introduced for the 
purpose of connecting the \Vest with the East and 
preventing any attempt at a dissolution of the 
union between those two great portions of the 

country ; and also, at the same time, to bring 
the South more in connection with the North. 
The land-grant sptmn was introduced under 
great difficn]ties and under ruany oL::itnlCtions, 
and it was a perfect succes<. 

The PltK\IIER: Oh ! 

The HoN. J. J\:I. J\IACROSS.A:i\ : I maintain, 
in face of the hon. gentleman in this House, 
that it wa~ a perfect success, and the only 
objection that has been raised is thili: that 
some companies who obtained grants of land did 
not build the railways. The objection was not 
because the railways had been built on the land
grant system, but that some companies, 
having received grants of land, did not 
build the railwavB. It ;ms said that the 
cornpanie:::> obta.in'ed enofnwus power, but it 
appears that Congress has actually been able, in 
spite of the great powers possc-,se<l by the,e com
panies, to take back every acre of land on which 
the conditions of the g-rant have not been fulfilled. 
i\ow the American people no longer require the 
land-grant system--it has served its end ; the 
conditions nnder 'vhich it was begun do not exist 
now; their railways are all over the country
east, west, north, and south-and it is not 
necessary to grant lan<l for the building of rail
ways ; therefore the people are no longer anxious 
to encourage building railways by that system, 
because the country has been populated, chiefly 
owing to the land.grant cmnpanie.;;; being such 
good i1nn1igration a.gents. Now, \Vherever rail
ways are re<1uired, they can be obt:.tined without 
alienation of land. The aetion which the Gov
ernment of this colony has taken will hlwe the 
effect of preventing the introduction of the 
land-grant system, which the leader of the 
Opposition wished to adopt ; and this actwn 
has been taken by the Premier bec:mse he 
wanted to obtain office. He has obtained office, 
and with the asoistance of his patty has destroyed, 
to a certain extent, the future prospects of the 
colony. He has placed it in such a position 
that no Government will probably be able to do 
what the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Opposition wished to do, as he has taken the 
land entirely >eway from the control of the 
people; they will no longer have any coutml 
over the land in any respect. :Even the halves 
of the runs that will be taken will be lease<l 
for thirty years to similar pastoral tenants 
under exactly the same conditions-an indefea
sible lease <tnd compen'>ation at the end of the 
term. In New South \Vales, with all the experi
ence they have had there of the squatting system, 
no Governn1ent has been strong enough to carry 
a proposition that compensation should be paid 
for improvements at the end of the term of the 
lease. It has been re,;erved for a Liberal Govern
ment in this colony to do it, and thereby to rob 
the people of their jnst right of control of t~eir 
own lands. The hon. member stated bst mght 
that he had educated the people up to that 
point, and also to recognise that coolies were 
dangerous to the country. I say he has not 
done so. At the last general election there were 
only two or three constituencies in the country 
where the question of land-grant railways and 
the introdnction of coolies for the sugar industry 
were fullv debated, and in those constituencies 
the advocates of the system carried the day. 
The hon. gentleman knows that as well as I do, 
and he also knows the constituencies as well as I 
do. If, instead of making the misrepresentations 
he made about both the coolies and the land
gr'tnt system, h(; harl told the people he WrLR 

goino· to alienate the land for ever and introduce 
cheC:p Germans instead of coolies, I am certain the 
result would have been very different from what it 
was. Now, the hon. member takes exception to 
the manner in which the leader of the Opposition 
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criticised the pbcing of the loan on the London 
market. It was the only time he was warm 
during· the whole of his speech last nig-ht ; I wtts 
nearly frozen listening to hhn. G cnernlly Hpeak
ing, \V hen the hon. n1mn bel' get.<.; on hi~ feet he 
sa,y;-; sotnething tn excite veople, and tho excite
tnent keeps tbetn wana, Lut I n1 nst }·<.Ly thn.t last 
night I was extremely cool. The only time the 
hon. gentlmnan gut wann at all \vas when he was 
a.ddresRing smne in1ftg-inary conspirator:-;. Now, I 
do not think there is any need to imagine a con
spiracy by political opponents of the Govermnent 
to account for the partial failure of the loan. 
The hon. the Colonial Treasurer himself 
said f!uite enoug·h to account fm· that. I 
know he took exception to the words used 
by the leader of the Opposition, but I will 
read the exact worcb used by himself as 
reported in H an.mnl. Of course I am not cerbin 
they are his cxttct words, hut they are the words 
he is reported to httve used. Those words are 
rtnite sufficient to da.nwge onr eredit in the 
London market without supposing that any poli
tical opponents 'vere conHpi1·ing ng~tin~t the 
colony. I do not believe, :\lr. Speaker, that any 
political opponent;, tried to damage U!B cre<lit of 
Queensland; I believe rill the lettel'"· were written 
by persons who simply wanted to makr mone:;· 
out of the h>:cn, and took the means they thought 
best for the purpose. If I ctm not ver)· nmch 
1nista.ken, uwre surions thin~:;s wel'e f·Jaid 1>y 
several newspa] lers in this colony than by 
all the English newspaper writers :1llmled 
to by the hon gentleman last night. If 
he hctd read them perh:tps he would not 
have been so warm on the subject. The 
hon. the Colonial Treasurer, in introducit1g the 
Loan Bill, said that \Ye \Ve1·e in the position of a 
man who wa.s entering upon bnHiuess ::tncl trying 
to force hi&; \va,y along n,s best he could ; 1nnre 
especially by g::tining the good gracF"' of those 
who had lent him money. Then he went on to 
tell us that there had been a very severe drought, 
which had affected the pastoral :tnd agricultural 
intere,ts very much ; that he was happy to 
say the drought waR pw-;sing away and that 
its effects were ceasing·, but th:tt enough Rtil! 
remctined to cre:tte a feeling of fimmcial difficulty. 
Now, I shall just read what he said on that 
subject, and I wil!Je,we it to any hon. member 
to come to what conclnsion he likes. The con
clusion I have come to is that he srtid quite 
enough to give tho~e n1en who \Yanted a. cheap 
investn1ent an opportunity of darnaging the 
colony. Tlw passage is in vol. 44 of Ifwtsrud, 
page 1874-

" rfO reliCYC thiS feeling"-

That is, the apprehension of financial pressure-
" To relieve this feeling is. I contend. among the 

functio11s of ~onnd admilli ... trati.on, and if HllY sn<.:h reel
ing should luwc found ad!Hi::..sion into the inidauce of 
our large financial institutions, Government should now 
by bold vigorous action Sl)8(~c1ily extirpate ~neh nerYons
ness, and restore full confidence in the soundness an<l 
elastieity of onr great indnstl'irs. while suffering l'C

covery from a natural tcmpormy d.cprP.,sion." 

Then he goes on to enumerccte the works upon 
which this loan is ~o be expended-railways, 
waterworks, harbour m1provements, and so forth; 
then he adds:-
"And I haYc Yet fnrtllm· to aflCl that. a~ with the im
petus to graziitg ~cttlcutcu t which iti affor<tcd nndcr 
the nmv Land Bill the tinaneial iu~titutions o[ the 
eolony may, in all probability, be lar_~;cl.Y applied to 
for 11ec;nniary as~istance. with "·llich the pre-;cnt I' 111-

clition of pastoral eutcrprisc might interfCl'C, the main
tcnnucc lJy the G-overnment of considerable halnnccs 
of fnnds ;Yithin the colony may enable those require
ments to obtain fuller and 1norc favonrablc attention 
than they \Vonld otherwise rccciso, c~vechtlly were 
moue,\ to become stringent." 
Now, sir, is not that the substance of what the 
leader of the Opposition sctid laht night? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: No, 

The Ho~ . . J. M. MACROSSAX: It is exactly 
the substance. :Money was to be borrowed ltnd 
pbced in the banks to a8Sist the industries of the 
colnny just recovering fron1 a general depre::-:sion. 
If those words were quoted in the IJondon 
financial Pn--;s, is it any wonder that we should 
lose £ri3,000 in floating the loan? The only blame 
attaching to the hon. member is for indiscreti<:n. 
I shall not wcum over it, as the hon. the Prem1er 
dicl last night oyer the inwginary conspirators. 
'l'he only conspirator was the hon. gentle
man himself, but I mn sure he did not 
intend to conspire, and so the offence is 
condonable. Xeverthelcss, it is to him alone, 
and to no one else, that the partial failure 
of the loan can he attributed. Can we wonder 
tlmt, :tfter seeing words like those f!UOted and 
cmmnented upon in the London Press, the people 
of J-:ngland should examine our position very 
closely indeed? \V e hal'e not ne:trly the popula
tion of some of the second-rate and third-rate 
citieH of Great Britain, and yet we owe an 
immense debt ; and it is no wonder tlmt people 
who do not know our resourceK as well as 
we do should begin to consider, when they 
see these things in print, whether the colony 
of Queensl:md is really in such a stctte of 
finrtncial stability a~ to warnLnt thetn in gidng 
the price demanded for her securities. I think 
myself that we have been very fortunate in 
being· al ,]e to get the money, and that the ouccess 
we had \\'::tR ll(lt due to onr resources being 
known, lmt to the depre.;serl condition of 
trade in l'~ngland dnring the last few years, 
which has made money plentifnl and cheap. 
The Yery sau1e thing i~ 1uaking rr10ney cheap 
ttml plentiful in the city of Brisbane, which the 
hon. gentleman denied last night. The whole 
colony is at re't; the sugar industry and the pas
toral industry and the timber industry, and every 
other imluotry in the colony except mining, are at 
rest. Therefore, money is plentiful and cheap 
in Brisbane, and money is plentiful and cheap in 
]~H~land for a r.;imila.r rea8on, and we get our 
loctns easily upon good terms when we :tsk. But 
let a different state of things arise, then the Gov
ornn1ent or the t':lucceeding Governn1ents will 
fincl it will be more diflicult to get rnoney-f[uite 
as difficult a;., it wns five yea,rs ago, and perhaps 
nwre HO Lecanf'e our debt will Le so 1nnch larger 
in proportion to our population. I will say it 
few words, :Mr. Spe:tker, upon one or two pam
gra phs in the Speech. The second par:tC'ra ph re]lttes 
to some communication with the Governments of 
the other colonies, upon the import:tnt subject of 
an ade<r.utte naval force in 1-\...ustralian waters. 
I should have liked to get some informcttion upon 
that subject from the hon. gentlem:tn !:tst night, 
bemtn,;e I think it is a verv import~nt one. 
\V e have been very properly !:ttely doing all 
we cttn to raise a martictl spirit all over Australia; 
l.mt I think that that is not the most im].>ortant 
]>art of our defence. The most important part 
of our defence, in my opinion, must be upon the 
sect. 1 do not think it should consist of 
colonial ships. I merely give my opinion for 
what it is worth; but I think we ought to 
depend upon the Imperial naval force, and 
if we depend upon it I believe thctt we shall 
be well defended ; but we sh:tll have to bear 
a fnir share of the expense. I do not know what 
system the (iovernment :tre contemplating-, but 
I think if they intend to increase our naval 
defences hy buying more p:tltry ve,se!R called 
gnnboat::; they \Yill1nake a very Herious mistake. 
The <mlv <1efence of that kind which we Hhonld 
h:tl"e Khot1ld be mere despatch boats and plenty of 
torpedoeK; and depend upon the Imperial Navy 
for the rest and we t-hall be upon the right side. 
In regard to the Soudan affair, it has been spoken 
of a great deal too much lately, I tbink. A g-rt'at 
deal more wrcs made of it than wcts necessary. I 
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do not believe myself that all the offer~ of volun
teering made in the different colonies arose 
out of pure loyalty to the Briti~h l~mpire: 
but I think more than half was due to the 
unfortunate death of General Gordon, which 
excited the people, probably, to an unchristian 
feeling of revenge. I think that that was the 
great cause of the loyalty which wn;, displayed, 
and I feel certain that if the same thing were to 
occur again there would not be such a great 
display. I ki'low in New South Wales it took 
a great deal to keep up the spirit of loyalty for 
one month after the departure of the Contingent; it 
cooled down very rapidly. The strongest supporters 
of it-that is, outsirle the Govemment-were never 
able to get up such an amount of enthusiasm as 
they did at first. That, I think, was chiefly 
owing to the people beginning to reflect upon the 
unchristian idea of sending men to AfriciL. to 
avenge the death of Geneml Gordon. I do 
not dis,pprove of the expedition ; I merely gh e 
my opinion as to what would be the re.sult 
upon a future occasion. I do not think there 
will be another General Gordon to be killed ; 
such men do not rise every centnry. The hon. 
gentleman expressed greJ.t regret last night more 
than once that something wns not said upon this 
side of the House by the leader of ~he Opposi
tion about New Guinea. I think, consi<lel'ing 
that this side of the House did its duty to (lueens
bnd and Australia in the fi1·st place--what war; 
acknowledged its duty by all the colonie><-in 
annexing N 8\t' Guinea, enough has been said and 
done by us to justify our silence at present. All 
I can say about New Guinea, or about anything 
appertaining to New Guinea, is that I am 
extremely glad for one that the gentleman who, 
by his unstatesmanlike condnct and his want 
of capacity iLnd perception, deprived Am
tralia of I\ ew Guinea, has no longer power 
to do harm. I am extremely glad of that. 
There is one little Bill which the hon. gentleman 
has given notice of. That is a Bill to give 
additional representn,tion to certiLin portions of 
the colony. This should hiLve been done two 
years ago. \Vhen the late Government was 
expiring, the lee.der of that Government offered 
to introduce a Bill, if the leader of the then 
Opposition did not object, without debate, to 
give additional representation required by four 
electorates, which were admittedly very much 
under-represented. The leader of the Opposition 
rejected that offer, but stated, in reply, that it 
would be the first duty of the new Government 
to bring in such a measure. But the new Gov
ernment has been in power for more than 
eighteen months-between eighteen months nnd 
two years-and it is only now that a Bill is to be 
introclnced. I can scarcely givethehon. gentleman 
credit for good intentions in reg:1l'd to this Bill. 
Has he not been waiting during the time \Yhen 
this Bill should have been an Act in operation 
to have the rolls of those electorates "Bul
cocked " so as to nmke certain of the returns 
being favourable? He knew at the time the 
offer which I referred to was made that three out 
of the four electorates had returned members 
opposed to him, therefore he rejected it, iLnd he 
has taken nearly two years to consider the 
matter. I hope I may be mi.qtaken in saying that 
that two years have been expended in doing what 
I say. It is quite on the cards anyhow, because 
we know what some of the hon. gentlenmn's 
supporters are capable of doing in that direction. 
I do not accuse him of anything, but I know that 
several of his supporters-and he knows it also
are capable of doing anything in the way of 
manipulating the el~ctoral rolls. 

The PREMIEH : They will be punished 
severely if they do. 

The HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN: I hope that 
in punishing the guilty the hon. gentleman will 

not also include the innocent. It is an extremely 
difficult thing in cases of the kind to distinguish 
one from the other. It is extremely difficult to 
pas.s an l~lections ~et which will prevent corrupt 
pmctices and at the smne time not put too much 
rc3triction upon the e~ercise of the franchise. 
Almost amongst the last of the matters men
tioned in the Speech is the supply and consena
tion of water. Really that should be the fi1·st; it is 
a most important work. vV e are suffering from 
a drought ; the revenue suffers from the drought, 
and the greatest indu,;try suffers from it. In 
fact m ery indm;try suffer,; from it. Yet it is 
left now to the chances of time and oppor
tunity whether it will become an accornpli,hed 
fact, as the people of the colony desire. I think 
it is far more imporbnt than almost any other 
matter which precedes it in the Speech, and 
I shall be very glad to see it amongst the fir,;t 
things accompli,;hed. I have a few words to say 
also upon the selection of the Commission to 
inquire into certnin alleged malpmctices in the 
Polynesian tmde, although I have very little to 
say about the result. The leader of the Opposi
tion last night took exception to the gentlemen 
cmnpoRing that Con1rnissjon ? at leaRt, he took 
exception to two of them-l'>lr. J3uckland, mem
ber for J3ulimba, and :Mr. J\lilrrmn, a police 
magistmte. I do not think any exception was 
taken to ]'lfr. Hose, who, I believe, is a barrister. 

Mr. l\IOREHK\D: That does not make him 
any better. 

The HoN. ,J. :\1. l\IACROSSAI\ : It certainly 
rnakes hhn no better, thou~h it n1ight uwke hiln 
better fitted for the sifting of evidence if he 
made use of his legal ability. 'l'he leader of the 
Government last night, in defending the. appoint
ment of the other two gentlemen, I thmk miL<le 
a very unfortunate defence indeed. He said 
that lie looked upon Mr. Buckhmd ns a typiciLl 
juror. 

l\Ir. MOHEHEAD: Yes, who would hang 
anybody. 

The HoN .• T.1\L l\IACIWSSAK: He looked upon 
l\Ir. Buckbnd as iL good juror, iL man capable of 
judging facts. I haYe no ob)ection to J\Ir. 
Bucklaml as a good juror; neither have I any 
objection to Mr .. Milman, whom I do not know; 
I have no objection to either or both of them as 
good jurors. But what would be saicl of a 
juror who had taken n particularly actiYe part 
in the very case which he was going to 
try ? .~ man who had delivered himself fre
fjlJently privately and publicly, giving his 
opinion'of facts connected with the case upon~ 
which he was about to be called as n juror! 
\V ould he not be told at once, when his name 
was c;<lled, " to stand aside"? The hon. Premier 
knows he would. And has he selected him for 
that very reason? It seems almost as if he did. 
I know· that if I was going to be tried for any 
offence I should like, above nJl things, that the 
men who were to try me should be men who 
knew nothing at all about me or. my. offence
tlmt they should come to my trml w1th blank 
consciences. 

l\'Ir. BLACK: Perfectly unbiassed. 
The HoN. J. l\I. MACROSSAN: Yes, as my 

hon. friend says," perfectlyunbiiLsscd." I say, as a 
juror that man ought never to have been selected, 
and the hon. gentleman should never have 
selected him for that reason. I certainly would 
never hav~ selected him. As to the Polynesian 
traffic we are to have iL Bill that will put 
a st~p to it or determine its operation. 
The hon. gentleman says- spe<tking of what 
the leader of the Opposition would have done 
had he been in office, and of course imput
ing strong motives - that he would not 
have discovered any irregubrities, and if he 
had discovered them that he would not have 
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punished them. I do not believe that there was 
ever a Government in this colony that would not 
have punished irregularities if they found them 
out. The hon. member kn'"' s vm·y well that 
the irregularities beg-an about the time he took 
office. 

The PREMIER : They were then found out. 

The Ho" . .T. l\I. ?\IACHOSSAN : The hrm. 
member knows that it was only then the ishnd 
of New Guinea was visited by those men, and that 
there never had been those irregularities befme. 
The traders then went to new islands where the 
natives dirl not understand English, and where it 
was ditlicult to get an interpreter between them 
and the Governrnent agents, ancl he knows 
that such irregularitiei:3 a~ 'vere cmnplained 
of must always take ]>lace under those comlitionb. 
I would also ask, was not the hon. gentlernan 
cautioned by some of the people in the otlice, 
having the control of the Polynesian traffic, 
against allowing such people to go near the coast 
of l\ew Guinea? 

The PRE~liETI : .Never ! 
The HoN . . T. l'II. l.L\.CllOSSAl\: Well, if not, 

he ought to have been, becau:,e thm;e having the 
control of the tmtlic should have known better 
fron1 their long lnulwleclge of the trade. The hon. 
gentlenw,n s:1,y:..;: "I, at le::t:-~t, ha Ye a clear con
science." \Yell, I think his clear conscience on 
the subject of the J>olynesian bbour tmffic n,u,t 
con1e frmn a. very defective rnenwry. Does he 
recollect, in1877, when f1itting on the Bntne benches 
as he sits on to.day, thoug·h not as a le"tlor of the 
Government, he was "sked by members on this 
side of the House to put a stop to the traffic 
aJto~·ether. Did ho not oppose it? 

Mr. STEVEKSON: He was offered a similar 
opportunity only last session. 

The HoN. J. 1\l. l\IACEOSSAK: vVas it not 
his dnty then, if he believed in doing away with 
the traffic, to have adopted that proposition, and 
stopped the trade entirely, as he is now g-oing- to 
do after the lapse of all those years and the mal
practices carried on in the trade during that 
period? I say his conscience cannot be clear 
on this point. If any man in this House is 
guilty of having done anything in regard to a,llow
ing that traffic the hon. I'remier is as g-uilty 
as any man in the House, and it is impos· 
sible for him to clear himself in thA easy 
manner he tried htst nig·ht. I say the whole of 
the Legislature is guilty if there is anything 
w-rong, and the Pre1nier is at least as guilty a~ 
any n1an who was ftr n1en1ber 1Jf the Legislature 
at that time. I should be very g-lad my,;elf to see 
an end put to the trade, because I believe 
myself it c<mnot he conducted entirely upon 
Christian principles, as it ought to he conducted. 
I believe, however, that a great deal of good is 
done to the Polynesians by bringing them 
here. 'fhey have first of all been taught to 
work and to pray. In being ttmght to work 
they have been taught the Yalue of labour, 
and tlmt mlmt tend to good, hut I sup
vose that is COunterbalanced in ~01118 \Vay 
by the evils they have been taug-ht. I think a 
great many of those men sent back by the hlm. 
gentleman had no desire to go back-so far as I 
could see from the newspapers, anti of course I 
know nothing of it but what appeared in the news. 
papers. From what I saw I came to the conclusion 
that rnany of those n1en were un,villing to go hack, 
and were perfectly satisfied with their position
although they hacl rnacle a rnititake in ccnninr~ for 
"three nwons" instead of for ''three varns "
the expressions, I believe, for months and years 
in the islands-they were satisfied to remain the 
whole term. 

The PRKI'IIIRR : They remained-those who 
wished to. 

The HoN. Sm T. :YiuiLWR},ITH: That is 
not so. 

'The PllE:\UEIC: It is so. 
'!'he Hox. ,T. 1\I. J'vL\ClWSSA:\f : If so, I am 

Yery glad to hear it, but th.e inforn1ation 
supplied by the r>ress led me to thmk differently. 
I now come to deal with the administration 
during the rece;,q, and w hi eh w:Ls criticised htst 
night. I certainly thought it .very ~trang-e ;Yhen 
I saw the report in connectwn with the :rrea
suror and the Custmns overti1ne a.rrangmnents. 
Indeed, I thought the hon. gentlenmn was made 
of a little stern er stuff. There seems to be no doubt 
that he thought he was right in nutking the regu
lations he did and when he thought so he should 
!m' e stood by' them. He should h'1Ye considered 
the matter thormwhlv before he made the regu
lations; but, one~-:. hiwing 1nade thm11_, and find
ing that they were the correct regula.twns under 
which the system should be carried out, he 
should have stood by them in spite of any depu
tation,. It seems that the Government :ere to 
be ruled by deputations. The hon. :Minister for 
Lands made the next list of regulations. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD : And ran away too. 

The Hox. J. M. MACIWSSAN : And ran 
away too as soon as he wa.s chased Ly a depu
tation. It seems to me that the gentle
lllen occupying the Treasury benches are rather 
crwle in their notions about what they want. 
They should first make np their minds as to what 
thev want done then make regulations to 
acc;,mplish that ~ncl stand by thei~· regulations 
when thev are 'made. But the action of the 
Colonial Tre,ctsurer and the :Minister for Lands 
is not g·overnment at all, and should not be 
allowed. As for the Minister for \Vorks, he has 
done something which, I hope in the histo;'Y of the 
vVorks Department, will not be done agam. I do 
not now allude to his imperfect aml crude reguht
tions in reg,trd to the cattle traffic, which my 
hon. friend, the leader of the Opposition, last 
night exposed quite enough, but,I allude to tl.re 
matter of the contract for the Stanthorpe Rml
wav. I recollect when I was in office, if my 
1nelnory does not betray n1e, the J<~ngineer's 
,,,timate for that line at that time, four ye,nrs 
ag-o. Considering that labour is paid his:her 
now than it wa' then, both here and in New 
South \Vales, and also that the material for 
making railways is not more plentiful now than 
it was then-in fact, timber is a little scarcer
and the bet also that he, as 1\Iinister for \Vorks, 
invited tenders from all the other colonies, .and 
that a great many tenders-I forget the num· 
bcr-cmne from the different colonies as well as 
from Queensland, he behaved in a strange 
way, as he rejected them, and then went 
vbont in a huckstering kind of way to get 
someone else to tnke up the contract at a 
srnaller figure, nearer to tlle Engineer's estirnatc. 
If he was not satisfied with the tenders, what he 
should have done was to call for tenders ag-ain. 

The 1\liNISTKR :FOR \H!RKS: No. 
The Hox. J. J\L J\L\CIWSSAN: f'<tll for 

tendb·s again and ag-ain. It has been dm_re 
before. In the case of the Buwlaborg rail· 
way, tenders were called for three times at the 
instance of the Jo:ngineer, because the tenders 
were all so very much above his estimate. But 
I do not take his estimate as being the correct 
one. I atn rruite certain that it v,-as not correct, 
and that he is not as capable of judging what 
the work can be done for as the contractors 
themselves "hu manipulate the work and 
the lll•_ n. ' The hon. gentlernan is under 
the impre,sion that he has saved £5,000 
because he has got 1\lr. Bashford to take 
£ii,OOO off his contract; but I venture to "ay 
that if ho should remain in office mrother two 
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ye:1rs th:1t £5,000 will cost the country £GO,OOO, 
becm1se he has placed the Government entirely 
in the hands of Quecnslrmd contractors only. 
I-IC' thought he W~t.':l surrounded with :1 ring of 
contmctors, hut I can tell him that it is impos
sible for there to be :1 ring· of contractors where 
there were so n1a.ny. It is very ea.::;y to have a 
ring where you are restricted i.n only three or 
four contra.ctors, bn~ 'vl.lBn. you h_n,\'8 as 1nany a",; 
:1 dozen tenderers It IS lm]'osrnble to hrwe :1 
ring. \Vhr1t lms the hon. gentleman done'! He 
Juts driven the outside contmctms ::tw::ty from 
ftueensl::tml-they will not come here ::t•··::tin
::tnd lms left himself entirely in the lmnds 7,f t\YO 
or three firms, at the very outside, in Queens
l::tnd. 

The l\UKIST};]'t :FOR WORKS : Bashford 
\Yas the lowest tenderer. 

The Hox .• J. ::\1. :i\IACROSSA?\: They can 
mrmipul::tte the tenders. It has been done, I c::tn 
tell him, since he lm.s heon in office. They can 
manipnl::tte the tenders ::ts they think fit ::tnd 
inste,Lcl of £_5,000 being Raved bJ; keeping fo~eign 
tenderers-Jfi m::ty call them so-out of the colony, 
fully £,)0, 000 will be lost. It does not nmttcr 
whether Bashforrl wm; the lowest tenderer or 
not. These men are dissati.-;fied with the m::tnner 
in which the contract '"as given. It is the 
principle that i:s ,.,~rong, and the hon. gentlen1an 
hall no right, as ::\1inister for \VorkR, to de.,cend 
t() such hnclu;tering aH he has done. I have no 
doubt the hon. gentlenmn thought he w::ts doing 
what was right, l.mt it is 1mrt of the crude 
ad1nini~tration \Ve have had during the recess, 
::tnd part of the want of ability clispbyed by hon. 
gentlemen on the 'I'reasnry benches. \Vhile upon 
this question, there is another m::ttter I wish 
to refer to. ~~ast year, during the debate on 
the Address m Heply, the same as is now 
proceeding, the hou. gentleman ::tt the he::td of 
the Government ::tdmitted to me-to the House, 
in bet, in reply to me, th::tt the condition-I 
think it is 40 or 41 in the general conditions for 
eo~ tracts for raihva;v.~ ~~was: inC(luitable, v.trt.s 
11!1Jnst, and should be ::tltered. Aml how has he 
::tltered it~ He himself was the fmmer of the con
dition. I do not know whether he is the fmmer of 
the ::tlteration or not, hut he w::ts the fmmer of the 
condition, and it wa.s frmned so that a contractor 
lmd no po,sible clmnce of getting justice. He 
could not go to l::tw; he must t:tke the Eno·inecr
in-Chief'~ decision as final. lUght or ~Tong, 
he w::ts to be the victim. Now, what is the 
::tltey::ttion ·: He h::ts given the contractor the 
optron of accepting the Engineer-in-Chief's de
cision as final, or taking the matter to arhitm
tinn; bnt wh::tt sort of ::trbitmtion 'I -some
thing like the selection of a jnryman who 
knowo all::thont the caoe, and has ::tlrcady formed 
his opinion upon it. The Government is to 
select two ::trbitmtors and the contmctor one, ::tnd 
the decision of the majority is to be fin::tl. I say 
tlmt is one of the most iniquitou;; things I ever 
he::trd of. 

The PRK\IIER : \Vhy did the contractors ask 
for it? 

The Hox. J. M. MACHOSSAX : I do not 
believe they ::tsked for it. 

The MDiiS'rER Ji'Olt WORKS : They did. 
The Ho~. ,J. M. 2\IACROSSAK: They ::tsked 

for ::trbitmtion the same as they did in New 
South \V ales, ::tnd they got m·bitmtion there
fair arbitmtion, one m.'bitmtor hein~ appointed 
by the Government and one by the c~ntractor. 

The PRIDIIER : Our condition is the same 
::ts in Victoria. 

The Ho". Sm T. ::\Ic1LWR \ITH: No. 
The PHKl\IIEH : It is. 
The HoN. Sm T. ::\IuiL WRAITH: It is not. 
The Plt:EMIER : It is, though. 

The Hox. ,J, ;'<.I. MAClWSSAN: There 
::tre people in this House who know 
1nore about contr<:l..cting in Victoria, than 
the hon. gentlenHLn. A contntctor who 
Y/oulcl ~t~k to be \Veighted t\VO to one against 
himself would certainly be an intolemble ::tss. 
I did not intend to say very mnch, :Mr. Sveaker, 
when I got on my legs, bnt I h::t\'e :1 word or two 
to say with respect to :1 llill which I see put 
down ::ts ono of the innocents which I hove will 
be ,;l::tughtered a.t the encl of the session-" A 
Bill to amend the l::tws relating to the S::tle of 
Intoxic::tting Liquor,; !Jy ltet::til, ::tnd to provide 
for the exercise of Loc::tl Option." I hope, sir, 
that any Ineasurc containing l>rovisions for the 
exercise of local option will, after the experi· 
enco of the working of that system in New 
South \V::tles, never he passed by this House. 
In bet, it is almost :1 dead-letter there. Out 
of the brge body of people who lmve the 
povver of detennining whether :1 house Hhoulcl 
he licensed or not, only about 1 ver cent. take 
the trouble to vote. In fact, the m::ttter is left 
in the hands of a few persons, the gre::tt body of 
moder.tte people on both side'. refmining entirely 
frmn voting·. I an1 11ot gning to rli~cuss the Local 
Option Bill now, lmt I hope that in the measure 
refened to the local option Jl'Ut of it will be 
struck ont, which nmy be easily done without the 
loss of the Bill, because, T clare say, some ::tmencl
ment in the present law is rer1uired, but I do not 
think it is required in the direction of loca.l option. 
\Vith these few rem::trks, l\Ir. Speaker, I shall sit 
down. I hope I b::tYe not detained the House 
too long or offfmded hon. gentlen1en opposite. 

'l'he I'RE::\IIER: Not ::t bit. 

The COLOXIAI~ TREASUEER said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I am sure the House has listened 
with pleased attention to the eloquent speech of 
the hon. gentlenmn who has just s::tt down, ::ts it 
:1lw:1ys does; but I feel ec1ually convinced, sir, 
that hon. members will not be led ::tway by the 
Hophistry of his argtnnentH. I n1ust eonfess 
that while the hon. geutlernan was Rpeaking it 
appeared to 1ne that he was endeavouring 
to m::tke the hest of :1 very thin case, mul that 
both the hcm. the leader of the Opposition and 
that hon. gentlem::tn showed by the m::tnner in 
which they critici.c.ed the Speech which h::ts been 
pl::tced before P::trlimnent that there are no very 
serious demerits in that Speech, nor h::tve they 
::tny very sorimm bults in ::tdministration to lay 
at the door of the ::\Iinistry. \Vhy, sir, we were 
::tpprised by a cert::tin portion of the Press in this 
colony that we were to be overwhelmed with 
ch::trgcs of the most serious chamcter-that it w::ts 
possible tlmt on the very first <by the House met 
the 2\Jinistry could not sust::tin the heavy ::tmmmt 
of charges which were to be l::tid ::tt their door. 
I am snre hcm. members must ::tdmit that up to 
the present time the accus::ttions which have 
been 1nade against the Govern1nent are of a very 
trivial character-of so trivi::tl :1 ch::tracter tlmt 
re::tlly they do not stand in need of ::tny rebntt::tl. 
And, so br tts anything of that kind is needed, 
the speech of my hon. colleague, the Premier, 
h::ts been quite Rufficient to vindicate the action 
,,f the Government -their administration 
during the recess, ::tml the policy which 
they luwe now pl::tced before the Honse. 
Ueally it is more in courteqy to the hon. gentle
nmn who has jnst spoken that I rise to make :1 
few rmnarks, tha,n 'vith any desire, or 'vith any 
necf;ssity, to YindicaCe the action of the Ci-overn
ment in ::tny of those m::tt.ters that haYe been 
commented upon. There are certainly a few 
subjects tlmt I m::ty more fully go into, such ns 
the floating of the loan, th::tt being in my depart
ment ; but geuemlly l slmll pass over very 
slightly what lms been ::tl!uded to by the hon. 
member for 'l'ownsville. Th::tt hon. gentlem::tn 
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Europen,n countries-if he had not attempted to 
annex New Guinea, at that tilne the recruiting 
agents would not have proceeded thither for the 
purpose of obbiniug " wpply of bbonr which 
they thought was illimit.able. 

The Hox. ::Jm T. ~fciLWllAITH: It was 
the only way to prevent them cloing it, as you 
wunlcl see if you were to ren,d the Polynesian 
Labourers Act. 

The COLOXfAL TREASFJmR: I say the 
attmnpt to annex N e\Y Guinea. \Yas tln encourage~ 
n1ent to recruiting a,gent.s to proceed to that 
island for " supply of bbour-rm island where 
the'' hn,d not hitherto gone for that purpose. 
The hrm, member for Townsville-and more par
ticubrly the hon. member for l\>Iulgmve-in 
referring to the condition of the colony, took 
exception to the statement of the hem. membet' 
for ~Ioretnn, in seconding the A_ddre;;:s in Reply, 
wherein he cxpres,,ec1 his opinion that the colony 
was in n, prosperous condition. 1 do not think 
it ean be trnl:, urged that the colony is not 
prosperous. 

Mr. :'\ORTON: Oh! 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER : I ""Y I do 
not think it can bo truly urged that the colony is 
not prosperous. It contains within itself all the 
gernm :1nd clmneuts of grct:tt prof'perity, and the 
development of thr,t 1n·osperity is l'etanled, not by 
any maladmini,;tmtion of the Uo\'ernment, but 
hy the unfortun<>te inclemency of the seasons. 
I believe that if we had been vioited by ordinary 
seasons the present yc:cr wonld have shown" 
Yery htrge incrca,,,c indeecl upon tbc satisfactory 
re,,u]ts which up to the 30th .June have been 
exhibited. If we look n,t onr revenue returns for 
the last tweh·e months, dnring a period of unpre
cedented drought, rmd see thnt that revenue has 
been obt<tinecl by no abnormal means, such as the 
forced snltc of lai1d, but chiefly from taxation and 

is genern,lly very omplmtic in his remarks. Ho 
sometimes employs the force of a five-ton stc:tm 
hammer to drive homo a carpet tack. He has 
not done so on thi . ...; oucflo:.:iou. ~till he ha8 
shown a good deal of wannth in cnn1n1entiug 
upon some of the ccctions of the Go\·er·n
ment, and has placed before the Houoe some 
ren1arks of rnine in connection 'vith the Lortn 
1~stirmttes which, I think, deserve to be explained 
fnlly both to the House n,nd to the country. 
Before proceeding to that portion of the hon. 
gentle-1nan's rmnarks, I n1ust take exception to 
his statement with regard to our defences. The 
hrm. gentleman thinks that onr nn,val defences 
ought to be condncted solely by the Imperial 
Government. I must sn,y I clo not share that 
opnuon. I think that if we hav-e n,nything to 
]Jrotect, if we consider the bnd we live in worth 
protecting, it is our dnty to do our share in aid
ing the Imperial Government to protect'"· I 
take this opportnnity of saying that the defences 
of the colony have been a matter of very grave 
con~ideration to the Cabinet during the recess ; 
and I n,m sure tlmt the n,ction taken by 
my hon. friend the Premier-action forced 
upon him by the gmve situation in \vhich 
the colonies were pbced-commcml.' itself to 
the general approv-al of the colony. Although 
it has been attended with " considerable mnount 
of expenditure, ;,till I think the Premier lues 
clearly shown that he was prepared to face the 
gTaYest uonserruence:-; in the event of a, poRsib]e 
rupture of the pea,ce of Creat Britain. I hold 
that in [trrn,nging our navnJ defences particularly 
've 1nust be guitled by the ad vice of 1nen like 
Admiral Tryon and other commanders of the 
Imperial Navy, and th"'t we should endeavour 
as far as possible to n,ssist the Imperial antho
rities by the formation of local navies of our 
own, so that whenever it should become neces
sary we mny be n,ble to act in concert with the 
Impedal sr1uadrom; 011 the coast. 

Mr. XORTOi'\: But one of our gunboccts is to 
be engaged iu surveying work. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : That was 
::tlTanged_ before there was any npprehenf-don of a 
rupture between Gre<tt Britn,in n,nd Russia; and 
until that matter assumed its present more 
peaceful clmracter, the " Paluma" has 
renutined here rm\dy at any n1mnent to resunlO 
her proper armmnent n,nd net under the orders 
of the A<lmiral on the Australian station. She 
proceeds to-day with the Rurvey of the coast, but 
her prep>~mtions for that work would certainly 
luve been interrupted in the event of any fre'h 
apprehensions of war. J'.Iy contention is in 1 

opposition to the statement of the hon. member 
for Townsville, that the colonies ought to possess 
embryo squadrons of their own, which they 
could place under the comman<l of the Imperial 
Admiral on the coast, in the event of our shores 
being thre>Ltened by a hostile force. \Vith 
regard to the ]JOsition of the coloured labonr 
question, I think :1 great deal of the shRme that 
has been attached to the traffic, n,nd a great 
many things that lmve come to light latelY, 
have arisen through the unfortunate action 
tn,ken by the hon. member for I\iulgrave, \vhcn 
Premier, in that fillibustering attempt to annex 
the island of New Guinea. There is no doubt 
that his annexation of Xew Guinea Wt'LK the 
laughing-stock of all thinking rnen in Gren~t 
Britain. It was an ill-<tdvised step, and it hcts 
led to thi~ consequence : that recruiting ageLt--, 
h:tn with avidity sdzed the opportuuit:.' of pm
ceeding to fresh fields for recruiting pmpr ,,C's. 
J\Iore abuses ha Ye crept in, chiefly in connection 
with the Kew Guinea trade; and I believe that if 
he had never attempted an rcct which he hn,cl no 
legal rig,ht to do, n,nd which hn,s led to several 
complications between Great Britain and other 

' the consnmption of dutiable articles-I say, 
when vve consider that \Ve h:tve rai~cd ft revenue 
nf nearly £3,000,000 sterling from a population of 
300,000-andcomp<tre it with therevenuemised by 
all the other colonies-we have every ren,son to he 
sfltisfied with the prospC''ity and condition of the 
country. \Ye are in a thoroughly sound comli
clition, and our prosperity is being retarded 
solely through the w::tnt of genial sPa.sons 
to give that encouragen1ent to those great 
national industries npon which the permanent 
prosperity of the colony so largely depends. 
r nder such seasons as the present is it likely, I 
would ask hon. members, thn,t our Land Act can 
have a fair trial? I say thn,t, looking at the 
season "\Ve have passed throngh, which has been 
one of unparalleled severity, it is a wonderful 
thing tlmt settlement in any shape upon the 
lands of the colony takes place at the present 
time. But I am convinced that such settlement 
is only being delayed. Sooner or later it will 
take place ; sooner or later we sha11 httve genial 
seasons. I can a{;Tee with the hon. rnmnLer for 
J'.lulgrave this far: that the present season is 
certainly a tirne to giYc anxiety to anyone having 
to fm'eca't the requirements of the colony for 
twel ,-.,months, but I have no such ''l'Prehensions 
as he has on the subject. I do not croak about 
the condition of the colony. I am glad to believe 
tlmt the colony i" on the high road to prosperity, 
and that n,lthoug-h its prorluctivene'"'' may be 
diminished, am! po,;sibly the development of its 
industries retarded, it i:-; only ternpora.ry, nud is 
not due to any fault of achninit:itr.:ution, o1· to any 
decrepit-ude in the resources of the colony itr-:elf, 
but t,tther to the want of tlw,;e genial sea·,ons 
which hav-e hitherto v-isitecl the colony. l would 
ask hon. gentlemen to tell me whether the colony 
is in a dPpre·'·_,ed_ condition? I .. ook at the t5avings 
Bank returns during the last two months, w hi eh 
show a larger increase in the deposits of the 
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working classes ·during that period than at any 
previom time. Then there is the fact that pro
pert:v in the large townx is ~tendily increasing 
in Yalue. Arc these indications th"t be1d time,; 
have fallen upon the colony to any gre:ct 
extent? I \vould, however, like to see a grerLt 
deal of that capit:cl which is now lying in the 
banking institutions of the colony and finding 
its way into land speculations in Brisbane, find
ing its way into pastoral and agricultural settle
ment in the interior; and I have no doubt that 
it would find its way in that direction if the 
seasons were genial. Peo1Jle are only \va.iting for 
those sea,;ons to make in ve,tments which will 
materially enlarge our national prosperity and 
wealth. And here I think I may be permitted 
to take this, the earliest, opportunity of correct
ing a false in1pression which exiHts with regard 
to the expenditure of the colony during the past 
twelve months. :From the Uazette returns it 
woulrl appear that our expenditure during tlutt 
period considerably exceeded our revenue, and 
we have accordingly been accused of very 
lavish extravagance in not having restricted 
our expenrliture <luring the past t\\elve months 
within ren.eonable limit.,. And I am free 
to admit tlmt the returns published in the 
CJnzette gave this handle to those who are dis
posed to adversely criticise the expenditure of 
the Government. T\nt the facts of the case are 
these, as can be easily ascertained by hon. 
members if thev will t>tke the trouble to investi
gate the quarte~ly returns in the Gcnttc : It will 
be in the recollection of hon. members that at 
the end of the yertr 1883-4 there was a surplus 
of £311,000, of which sum £310,000 was specially 
appropriated to what was called the l::lurplus 
llevenue Appropriation Account. It had been the 
cnston1 of the Treasury under preceding Trea
surers to withdraw sums so appropriated, and it 
would probably have been done in this case 
had any other Treasurer been in office. That 
sum of £310.000 would have been withdrawn from 
the g-enera( revenue and placed to a separate 
account, leaving the revenue denuded, unneces
sarily denuded, of that amount of money, and 
showing only a balance of perhaps a few 
thousand pounds. I object to that principle for 
this reason : As a business man I view it in this 
light : that when the colony makes appropriation 
of a certain sum of money for a rm.rticular pur
pose, that money should not be withdrawn from 
the public revenue until it is required for expen
diture. To carry out in its entirety the plan 
advocated by those who hold a different view on 
the subject, as soon as the A]Jpropriation 
Bill passes this House the salary of every 
officer in the l'ublic Service should be with
drawn from the revenue and placed to a 
special appropriation. In fact it "would be like 
a 1nan accepting a bill, say of four or six 
months' currency, and immediately he accepted 
it charging his account with it and withdrawing 
the amount of the bill from the bank three or 
four months before it was due. I say the prac
tice is a pernicions one, and I an1 prepared to take 
all the responsibility for the new departure made 
by the department. I am not fortified in this 
action by the apprm al of the Auditor-General, 
of whom I have a Yery high opinion, but I am 
fortified in it by the opinion of the Under 
Secretary for the Treasury, a gentleman of very 
long experience. I, however, take the whole 
blame on my shoulders, and am prepared to 
defend the change. Had this £310,000 been 
withdrawn from the revenue we would luve 
had a very sorry credit balance indeed. \V e 
have, however, not unnecessarily denuded the 
revenue by withdrawing the money until it was 
actually re~uired for expenditure. But now, to 
come to the point I was referring to. The 
expenditure for last year comprises £131,906 

of this £310,000, thereby giving the total expen 
diture for the year as £2,~HJ,OOO; whereas the 
actnal expenditure on account of current appro· 
priation was £2,081,!.!47, which iR consirlentbly 
under the current revenue for the year. lt is 
not the e"se, as has beAn stated-it mC~y possibly 
have been unintentiom1lly-that our revonu~ for 
the year was far short of the lavish expendit~n'e 
which was authorised by the Government clurmg
tho year. I hope I have made this matter clear 
to hon. members. 

The Hox. Sm 'r. MciLWRAITH: No. 
The COLONIAL TRJ.:AS17RER: The hon. 

gentleman is not naturally obtuse, but he can be 
obtuse when he chooses. 

The Hox. Sm T. MolL WRAITH: You 
ha Ye benn trying elaborately to proye that you 
would like to have your pie and eat It. 

The COLOXIAL TREASUHI~R : On the 
contr,ny, I am trying to show tl:at we have taken 
a portion of that pie for our ordmary sustenance, 
but have left a con,iclerable portion so as not to be 
in a condition to apprehend anything like starva
tion. I would point out that the credit balance 
of the consolidated revenue on the 30th ,Tunc, 
1884, represented £3GG,301, and that at that time 
the balance of unexpended surplus revenue ap
propriation wccs £23l,!J\J3, which left an actual 
balance in the consolidator! reYenue .,f .£134,708. 
\\"hat was our position on the 30th June last? 
\Ve have still maintained a good credit babnco 
of £2G7 ,000. The unexpended balance of th_e 
£310,000 is £100,000, so that our actual credit 
balance is £107,000 as against £134,000 for the 
year 1884. l::lo that, while th: (,'a:cttc return 
would seem to show the expenchture larger than 
the revenue, that is Rim ply caused by the expen
diture of that £310,000. Neither the Revenue 
returns nor the Savings Bank returns in any 
way justify the gloomy ~ppr~hensions expre.~sed 
bv some hon. o·entlcmen m tlns House, espeCially 
tl;e hon. mei~ber for ?.Iulgrave, who is always 
ima"inino- that we are on the brink of a preci
pice: ancf who seems to take a chronic delight 
in anticipn,ting; a cata~trophe, so. lon~ as he 
sits on that sicle of the House. HIS clnef argu
ment to show that the colony is in a bar! way is 
that there is a superabundance of money in the 
citv of Brisbane. I am free to admit that the 
col~my is in such a position as to justify any 
reasonable n1an in criticising thoroughly and 
minutely its financial position, '!nd when it 
becomes my duty to make a financutl statemer;t 
I shall be very glad to J::ear t.h!' _hon. gentleJ?an s 
criticism, but I hope Jus cntwism then will be 
divested of anything which would obscure the 
true financial position of the colony. The hon. 
Il18Inber is rather indiscrhninate in his chargeR. 
I understood him last night to accuse me of 
ha vino· lost the country £70,000 over the loan. 
I see fn the report of his ,;peech it is £()3,000, 
which reduces the charge by £7,000. 

The HoN. Sm T. :MolL WRAITH : I said 
£G3,000 last night. 

The COLO:"iiAL TREASURER: That is 
only a small thing bec;ide the charge J::e fulm~
nated ao·ainst me when he was before lns consti
tuents ~t Bnndaberg. He said there that he had 
left in the Treasury £700,000. He must have 
left it in some obscure comer of the Treasury, 
for the most minute microscopical investig-ation 
fails to reveal any trace of it. I ha_vr:; .no 
doubt the people at Bunrlaberg were re]mcmg 
in spirit to think thrrt there was £700,000 
knocking about somewhere in the Treasury, 
so that there was a chance of them or some 
other constituency getting a little. extra b_it 
of re1ilway construction not provided for m 
the ·Loan I~stimates. \Ve do not want to confound 
our true position with balances which only exist 
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in imagination-which are not a real entity. 
The hon. gentleman mfty bbour under the 
impression that, by withdrawing money from the 
Railway Heserves :Fund and obtaining authority 
to borrow a furthPr nmount to provide for money 
already expended, he had obtained £700,000, but 
that had all been spent. The hon. member 
knows well that the Treasury returns are strictly 
correct, and that he could find no trace of the 
£700,000 he says he left in the Treasury. 

The HoN. Sw T. MciL\VRAITH: What 
Wits the balance in Konmber, 1883? 'The 
figures I used at Bundaberg I obtained hom the 
Tre:tsury. 

The COLO?<IAL TREASURJ<.:l(: I have not 
the figures here, but the balance left by the hon. 
member was not £700,000. Surely the hon. 
mmr,ber does not mean to '""Y that if there was 
£700,000 in the Treasury in K ovember, he is 
entitled to credit for that bahmcP, seeing that 
there wtts £300,000 to ptty on the 31st December 
following for interest due on that date ! 

The HoN. Sm T. J\lciL\YRAITH: The hon. 
member challenges the statement I made at 
Bundaberg; I forget what it was now. Before 
making that statement I communic"'ted officially 
with the 'l'reasury, and asked what the balance 
wa:s. If the statement I nmde at Bundaberg 
is wrong, it is the fault of the Treasury. 

The COLONIAL TREASUHEE: It ruppeaN 
from the l<'imwcial Statement that the balance 
at the credit of the consolidated reYenue on the 
31st December was £.52D,OOO. \Vhat the hon. 
gentlemrm said at Bundaberg, as reported in the 
Couria of the 29th May, 1H8,), was simply this :-

" He lmcl to eontencl when in power \Vith droughts 
an(l deficits. and he lleYcr tried to palm that cxcuz.:c off 
on the eonntry. ·when he took offiee there \Yas a large 
{!elicit to cripvlc his efforts, and an uphill task he ha cl. 
with it, hnt when he left the Treasury it had n snrplns 
of £700,000, which. by the \Vay. \\"as now getting 
smaller eyery day, and at tlw present rate H wonlli soon 
be all gone." 

The Hox. Sm T. l\1ciLWRAITH : I g"t that 
statement officially from the Treasury. 

The COLONIAL THEASURKll: We shall 
have to nrgue the nutttor in discussi11g the 
l<'inancial Statement. In the meantime, I think 
the reference I have made to the :Fimtncial Statc
nlent shows th::tt the staten1ent was not exnct ; 
and even if it were exact und the interest on 
the 31st December had to be paid out of the 
£700,000, it was a very disingenuous wn,y of 
stating what was left in the Treasury. The 
hon. gcntlenum seems to imagine that the 
GovPrnment have made a fre,;h departure 
in dealing with the loan, and that it was not 
intcn<led that it should be divided. If the hon. 
gentlemttn will look at what was said \Yhen the 
loan was authorised, he will see it was <liotinctly 
stated that the mnount was to embrace require
nwnts for the next three or five years. It 
never entered into the hend of any hem. 
member of this House that such tt large 
amount of money was to be raised by one 
applic.,tion to the London money market. 
I need not delay the House with whitt I c:tid 
in this respect. Mr. Garrick simply put before 
the London Jmblic what had been e;poken in 
this House by myself, and which wa• well under
stood by the Cabinet-that the loan was not to 
be sold at one time, but wonl<l be ,30]d by instal
ments. I can <juite understand how the hon. 
gentleman has f:tllen into thie; error. He has 
always, when selling his loan, committed himself 
to what I stty is a false step: he has always 
allowerl the financial institutions to bargain 
with the Treae;urer to obtain a promise that no 
further loan instalments shall he offered for snlo 
for a certain period, I have always cle]Jrecated 
the Treasurer sadLlling himself with restric-

tions, and the hon. gentleman doubtless 
thought that because no such unwise promise 
hacl been given in this c'Lse thnt, therefore, it was 
to be sold all at once, \V e are in this position, 
ancl call the attention of the colony to it : that 
while there ie no necessity to sell the balance of 
the loo,n, we ''"e perf8ctly free to act as we please 
''t any moment. \Ve have made no stipulation 
with the Bank of England or any syndi< '.::tte, 
that no portion of our loan shall be offered for 
any period, and it leaves the hands of the Trea· 
surer and Governrnent free to go into the London 
money market whenever a favourable oppor
tunity appears. I can Cjnite understand, as I 
said, how the hon. gentleman has fallen into the 
error of imag-iningtlmt we intended placing it all at 
once, frmn the ab8ence of any prmnise being given. 
I have been called to task by a certain portion of 
the Press of this colony on account of part of my 
speech when I introduced the Loan 1£stimates 
to the committee laf<t ,-ession. I am not at all 
afraid to reiterate what I SlCicl, and the report in 
Hanstwd is substantially correct. The part for 
which a connnination service has been held over 
me is as follows :-

"And I ban~ yet ful'thcr to add that, as with the 
impetus to grazing ,settlements ~shich is afforded 
nndcr the new Lancl Bill, the financial in~titut.ions oE 
the colony may he large!~- applied to for pcenniary 
a~sis1ance, 'Yith whh;h the lll'C~eut condition of }m~toral 
enterprise might interfere, tlw maintenance by Govern
ment of considerable balances of funds within the 
colony may enable these l'f'(tUircments to obtain fnllcr 
and more fayourahle attention than they wonld other
wise reeeiYO, e~pccially,vercmoney to become btringcnt." 
I am not rrt all ashamed of my statement, and 
any man who has observed the fimmcial con
dition and policies of Governments in the Aus
tm!i,m colonies will as,:urecUY indorse it. \Ye 
havo witne.:.;ned in these col<;nies Govm·n1ncnt::; 
leaning undul;l upon the banks, tmd what ha,, 
been the comequence 9 The supplies that such 
a bank might offer to its constituents are dried 
up. Sometimes we see banks lend money 
laviohly, and tbon dntw it in stringently. They 
are reganlleEs of the business and trading public 
of tbe colony, and are regnrdlesR of the ruin, 
I wouhl :-:;ay, of uwu who llle:t.y httvc been 
dependent upon them at the time the:~' wished 
to close their accommodation, \Yhile I am 
not in ~tny "'.vay inf1icnting that the GoYBl'll
ment will Jleccs,rtrily become parties to the 
banks to lend money, I h,we inJir,:ctecl strongly 
that the Government ought not to lean upon 
ba.nking in~titutions in the colony to provicle 
funds to carry out that large programme of 
works which "" enunciated last year. \Ye 
ought to be possessed of funds <'t all times to 
enahle us to proceed with the construction of 
tho;-;e \Vork~ \Vithont ha \'ing to lean upon 
the banks for assistance, and thus deprive busi
m,ss persons in the country of that support 
which they ought to receive from banking 
in"titutions. That is all I meant and all I in
tended to mean, and it has been most <lisingenu· 
ously mioconstrued if it has been construed that 
my remarks went to show that I intend to delu::;,e 
the banks with money that they mis·ht keep up 
the pastoral interests of the colony. I have a 
higher opinion of the pastoral interest of the 
colony, and I h '.We a higher opinion of the sound
ness of the banks. The bcwks have sufficient 
capital of their own to conduct the pastoral and 
industrial pursuits of the colony. I say also that 
a large number of the pastoraliots of the colony 
are in a. condition not to rer1nirc to lea,n unduly 
heaYily upon the banks. And at the same time, 
what would be the consequence if the Government 
of the colony had to apply to its banker' for a mil
lion or t'\vo of nwney to proceed \Vith pnhlic work~ 
m that they might not be intern11 •ted? There 
would naturally be a reflux 'md a re,;triction of 
that credit giYen outside, ;md we cannot prevent 
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one thing hinging upon :mother. It would he 
futile for us tn say that, the Governrnent having a 
large balance in the colony, the money market 
would not thereby be more easy. I am glnd to 
say tlutt I know at the pre,;ent time that, by the 
introduction of a certain portion of our loan 
money into the colony ready for expenditure as 
public works require, a. feeling of apprehension 
has passed away, which very likely might have 
appeared if the Government had not sold their 
lom1 ancl had been under the nece'"'ity of ap
plying to their hm1kers locally for a lnrge 
ammmt of pecuniary as,;i,;tance. But while 
this speech lues been twisted all(] clistorted
:Lnd there is no speech nude in this House which 
could not he distorted-while it lms been ,;o 
distorted by politicctl adV8l's:Lries-I will a] way.< 
say disingenuously distorted-through political 
rancour, to take hold of any handle, however 
small, so that the Government might be 
shoh n at a (lisadvtLutage, I ha Ye the strongest 
indor:-:;on1ent of n1y policy ; an indorse1nent 
which gm'' far beyond any indorsement which 
can be given to 1ne 'vithin the colony. \Ve all 
know the Bank of England to be the large't 
and most important financbl instituttun in the 
world; and we also know it to be the most conser
vative. That bank had my Financial Statement 
before it; it was sent tn the chief cashier ; and 
yet that bank, after having read this speeeh which 
has been so injuriously cnn1n1ontod upon, offer;:; 
us a million of money. I can find no record of a 
similar offer having ever been n1ade to any other 
.1\.u:Strali:::1n colony. Is it for one ll10111Pnt 
likely thn.t the Bank of England would lmve 
offered a million of money to the Treasurer to 
place in the lmncls of other banks here for the pnr
pof:le of rnaking adva,nceM if they h~1d intervreted 
that ~peech in the di8ingennous rnanner in 'vhich 
others had interpreted it? 'rlmt indorsement by 
the Bank of England w:cs the n"ult of a long 
fLnd careful in ve.:;tigation of the progre~,s of the 
colonv. It was not onlv an indorsement of the 
loan ·proposab of the Government, lmt also of 
the extent nf such loan J>rop-mals of the Govern
nlent. \Ve were condernnod for trying to get 
£10,000,000. The bank said-" \Ve will lend ynn 
a million of money, and if further sums be required 
we will be prepared to consider them. IJet war 
cnn1e or 110t we are prepared to ad Yauce thi:-:; 
monev." \Vhat more conld be asked., I aok if 
the lion. gentlutnau hns ever ha{_l such :t pro
posal made to him? I think this .statement alone 
is worth all the jeremiads that have been 
la.nnched again:-;t ns 011 ncconnt of an un:-::nccet-;8-
ful loan. \Ve have got the money; that is a 
proof of succesc;. \Ve asked for t\n> and a-half 
million,; ~\nd were offered four milliom;. 

Mr. ~ORTO::\ : At what price? 
The UOLO::\IAL THEASl!REH : At a verv 

fair price. The pric-J was not improved by tl1e 
political animosity and the wretched malevoleHt 
1nea,ns '"vhich were n.::::;ortecl to by <mr ad ver.-mries 
to try and depreciate the credit of the colony 
1nerely for the sake of throwing di;-;credit UJ H. Ill 

the Government. \Ve were offered four million' 
for our two and a-half 1nillion-~, and we ar0 told 
it was unsuccessful. If I wanted to sell a station 
fnr £Pi0,000 and sold it, should I be cCLlled unsuc
ces-,fnl because the buver cli<l not demand two 
stations? If I have sol~! £20,000 worth of goocls, 
:.trn I to :-iav it i:-; an un~uccessfnl trmn;action 
because the" huyer does not insist on buying 
£!)0,000? \Vc have the knowledge that the 
lo<m was sold, and uncler all circmnstances the 
price 'va.s as fair as '\re expected, anfl 've \Vere 
offered more than we asked. Therefore I fail to 
f5ee where the 'va,nt of succcs,,, in the ungraciou~ 
accmmtion 1nade rLgainst tu;, con1es in. 

:\Ir. NOETOI\: What was the price of the 
Llebenture,;? 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER: I will 
come to that presently. I have been accused 
that through my speech the colony has lost 
£03,000. I think I have unmistaJmbly shown, 
however my speech may have appeared to hon. 
members of the Opposition, that to the authori
ties-the Bank of England atallevents-itappears 
to have been sufficiently favourable to induce 
them to offer the Government a million of money 
if the loan was not sol<!. 

An Ho:-.-oGHABLl~ NfEMBEll: On what terms? 

The COLOi'\"IAL TRK"SURER: /et •1 
per cent. I think that is a sufficient reply to 
hem. gentlemen opposit~, and I <lismiss the matter 
entirely, for that offer is certainly the highe't 
indorsement of my action and of the proper con
struction put upon my speech, which has been com
mented npon in a mcmner to cast discredit upon 
myself and upon the Govcmment. Our loan has 
been attacked bv what were well called "malig
nant" lettero in the public Press, and I hold that 
the,;o letters have undoubtedly their source from 
political circles, and are not the casual contribu
tions which gentlemen ordinarily write to the 
]>re-;s. I think I shall bB able also to show the 
House that these snnnises of mine, with respect 
to these letters, are built upon a true foun
dation. The following letter appeared in the 
London l'1·ess :-

")!ay Sth, 1885. 
''SIR, 

''Referring to the prn~pecin~< oft he new Qneenslancl 
loan for two million fiyc lmutll'cd tllou~nnd pounds just 
i:-::-:ncd by the Bank of }~ngland, I think would-be 
inYr">tors eannot too cleal'lY understand 1Jeforc snbserib
in~ for any portion of thi~ loan that the revenues of 
the f'olony of QnecnslanLl alone IYill be liable in re!> pC' et 
or t.llc ~tock nnd diYidcnd:;; thcrcon. and the Con:::.olirl.atcd 
Fnnd of the United Kiugrlom awl the Commisfiioncr::; 
of Her .:\laje~ty's rrreasnry vdll not lJc diredly or 
inclirc(~tl~- liable or responsible for the 1mymcnt of the 
stoel\. or of the dividends thcrcon, or ar.Y matter relating 
thereto. -

"I mn, sir, 
"Your obedient servant, 

"_\_ STOCK!lOLJH:R." 

An Hoxmm.\BLE ~IEoiBEJ\: \Vhat paper is 
that from • 

The COT,OJ\fTAL TREASl~HER: I think, 
entirelv <mtcrt from the matter contained in this 
letter, "wl1ich is really Yerv ea"ily an"•wered, the 
spirit in whieh it i, written clenrly shows that 
it is intended to depreci~te the loan, and not 
1ncrely to obtain an an::.;wcr. Everyone who has 
received a ~tock certificate fron1 the Bank of 
Enghml knows that there i,, prominently printed 
on the face of it tlmt the Commis·-ioners of the 
Inland Revenue wish it to be understood that the 
revenues of a colony are solely responsible. 

An Ho:>OUIL\BLE ::\IJDIBEit : \Vhat paper is 
that letter from ? 

The COLOXIAL TREASUREH: This letter 
appe:.red first in the Inu.sto1·s' Gtw1·dian, on the 
Hth of :\lay ; it also appeared in the Bnllimlist of 
!Jth }fay; anrl the writer not content with that, it 
appe<tred in the Stanrlrml of the 11th of ]\Jay. I 
would ask, do casual contributors to the l:'re-s 
.-cnrlronncl their contributions to different papers? 
It is the rule in this colony, aurl I helieYe it is 
the rule in the re,pectablo Press of Great 
Britain, that correspondentK are supposerl to 
contribute an article or letter solely to one J>"'Jler, 
the paper to which it is first sent. Here we find, 
however, that the writer of this letter inserted it 
in three papers consecutively. There is again 
another letter-
,, 'l'!lE Xr:w Qt·J·:J·:x.-,L\~D UoY~:rlS::\IEXT l'ont I) ER CI•;:'\T. 

LlU:"". 

"To the Edtfor of the Fdhfi?C·el·, 

•· Sr1t, 
"I oh:-:l'lTC hy tlic pl'O.'::JHWtns of thi~ loan, jn~t 

i:-::-:ncll h,Y the Bank of England, that tl!is :-:;1.onk is to 
rank pr,,~t pa~l'fn with the Q.necnslancl Govcrnn1cnt 4 per 
cent. stock 11revionsly created. 
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"Snre1y it is not coml1Ctcnt for a. Govcrnmrnt, more 
than a lll'iY<ll ~ individual. to make ~L ~ceoncl Hlortgagc 
r;mk With the tirst. nnlc::;s n })0\Ycr was rcscrrcd on IH'C
vious is:-:nes so to flo, an(l if in Qucen.':lland's previous 
issues that power \Vas resmTed. it is a snbjCL't for con
sillcrtLtion whetllCr it is a lit investment for trustee:-:;, 
who have been so scdulom;;ly solicited to invest. 

"I am, sir, etc., 
I<~\_ TRUBTlm." 

As if the resources of a great colony like Queens
land were of snch a limited character that the 
second issue of loan must necessarily be placed 1ct 
a disad Yantage with the first. Our Loan Bill 
specially proYides that a loan shall bke prece
dence according to date, and shall rank in succes
sion with the one previous!,\- issnerL This letter, 
signed "A Trnf:ltee," a.ppears in the 1 Ht·cstors' 
Gucmlian of 9th May, in the Financie1' of 11th 
May, and in the ilfone!t Jfm·ket Rc1·ie1u. This is 
another case in which the H»me letter with pre
cisely the s>eme phmseolog-y appears in three 
p>epers consecutively. These letters have been 
well replied to. The first one was replied to as 
follows in the Bnllionist of 14th May:-

,, Quia::-~.':iLAND FouR PEn. CK:xT. STOCK. 

"To tile Editor. 
"SIR, 

·'Your correspondent' AStockhoWcl'' appears to 
think that he hns discoverccl ~omcthing new m· excep
tional in the clau~e of the .\et ,tO ancl ±1 Vie., eh. 50, :-;, 
19, which he {1uotcs as appertaining to the propo~cd 
new issue of Qnecn:-;land 4 pc;,- cent. •<tock. He is, 
however, mistaken. ..:Hl colrmi.al loans for 1wmy ytars 
past haYB been issued 'vithout the Imperial gnarantee 
or liability, and the Act in qnestion merely requires 
that the faet be plainly stated. Yonr corrcspouclPnt 
will 1ind the clause he qnotc.s in the prospcc·tn.-; of CYery 
Colonial loan is!-<ned ~inee the passing of the ~\._et in 1H77 
-indeed, not only in the ]ll'ORpectns, but in every docu
ment issued in connection with such loans. He will1ind 
it in the current pro,<::pect.us of the Yictoria i.;;:,mc. 

"In the face of :mch security ns is now offered by onr 
colouic:-5, antl particnlarly in the ca<:,u of Qucenslat~lcl, it 
aprlearing from the statement puhlished by the Agent
General, and obtaina1Jlc with the prospectus, that tlw 
income of the colony from territorial sources and public 
works is sntlicient to meet the entire intcl'est on the 
e1cbt, without recourse to t:txation, the ImpE'l'ial 
. .i:·uarantce is not rcqui.red; but it may inrlcr'(l be a~l\:etl, 
'vhat would be the v>:~lue of the Imperial guarantee on 
the day that Englan(l ahanclmwd her colonic~ r 

'·Your obedient servant, 
"A STOCKBJWKEit.'' 

"London, ]fa) 13th, 18'35.:' 

I think I have shown that these two correspon
dents 1nust have hrLd smne greater object in view 
th>en merely contributing to the papers in the ordi
nary course of ne\vsvalJer corre.·q>Ondence. I 
here show that they here endenvourcd to 
keep up this feeling in the mindo of in veotors, 
with a view, doubtless, to depreciate the value of 
our stock. Then I come to notice in the 
Tclcrmtph of the 12th :Nby :-

"'l'hc following refers to the new Q.uccnsland loan:-

'SilL 

'Referring to the proposctl lonn for £:2.500,000 
,inst issnc{l, intending investors should not forget (1) that 
the objects for "\Vhinh the loan i~ rewtired, a~ set out by 
the spceeh of the :Jlini.ster introducing the measure, arc 
to keep up large bank balauee~' "--

I deny ever havin~ made use of the words "to 
keep up large bank balances." 
"to assist. ad-., ances to sqnattcr:5 and others, and th~ti 
even the 'railway objects' arc to please every little 
place in the eolony \Vhere support is wanted; anrl (2J 
the cnormons amonnt of debt })Cl' head a~ com}l:H·ed 
with the other colonies. rl'his 110\V loan of £D.HSO,OOO 
will make the debt of Queensland about £8:5 per head. 

'Yours obediently, 
'LLF.'" 

'' tT,.A.l,,." was follo\ved by ''P.B,_\.," who \Vrites 
in the same tone to the Pail Mall Ua:cttc of the 
!lth May. The argument is precisely the same 
in both letters, though the hmgcmge is slightly 

altered. In the Pal7ilfa7l Ga:ctte of the 13th May 
the following apper~rs from a gentleman who 
sign~ hirnRelf '' _A.nstra.lian ":~ 

"Sn:, 
"Some letters hnvc latol~· appearcc1 in the daily 

papers rcgar<ling the new Queensland Lo:tn which 
cli~play an anxiety for the safety of the Briti'5h investor 
so unnsnnJ a~ to be somewhat difficult of explanation. 
rl'lle informntion furn-i~hecl, hmvevcr, lJy these corre~pon
dent:, apvear,:<, to lJ,; partly superfluous ns well as partly 
incorrcet. ',J ... \ .. E.,' for instane~, basPS his calcula
tion oi' the int'l.ebtcclnf'-;s of Queensland on a .. cOmparison 
of tlw population of 1>.;-,;i 'vith the debt as it will he of 
1.'192. even snppo~ing that the pn-'!.l.Cnt ht':tvy expcndit11rc 
is cont.inut~<l undimini::<hed u11til that date J%.;cwhcrc 
h(J\vevcr he imp lie:; that the money is not to he spent.. 
but to be used in keeping up lat·gc hank balances, and 
maldng advances to squatters antl. others-presumably 
snllJlOl'ters of the Government. I shoulc1 be dispo!'ed to 
conjecture that pre~nmabl.r ,J ._\..1•1

• ifl no British investor, 
hnt an opponent of the (Jneensland GJvcrnment.." 

Mr. 2\IOEEHEAD : Perhaps he is J. :F. 
Garrick. 

The COLOi\IAL TimASUitER: l\o; ,T_ F. 
Garrick writes afterwtCrds. The writer cun-
tinues:-
" Surely this is 80mewhat. unfair criiicism. Queens
land 1m~ an enormous territory--grent. and manifold. 
Imturalre:-;ources. It is a tair subjeet for dbcu:-:~iou 
whether she is not deYeloping those resources 
somewhat too ltastily: but it contributes nothing 
to the solation of this question to retail ba~elcss 
calmnnks against the honr·'<Ly and common sense of her 
rulers. Another writer, howeYer. has gone still more ont 
of his way to iind ;t eause for attacking this colony. He 
latelv (\Llled .\linisters to take notieo that 'the re'<-'ennes 
of Qlleen~Shtnd ~ue alone liablP.' &c. Has anyone eYer 
s;tid or ,-;upllO~Cd thnt thi~ wa:-: not the case: Tlw clause 
from which he qnotcd is oue whkh ha::- avpearccl an(l 
mnsL appear in the prospectus of CPC t'Y rolonia,I loan 
embracing lll'OYi-"'ions for the in~eription of stock in 
ar~cortlauce with the ~tipulations of tile In~crihrd ~lo<'k 
Act, an cl is not. in any way peculiar toqnccnslancl. Yet 
it is utentioncd by this writer as if it were a ~pecial 
defect. in the ~Cl:nritie" of the eolon,\· whieh he has 
chosen, for unrxplaincd rr~1sou:-:, to make the suhjeet of 
attaek.-I am. si.r, your olJPdient SClTant, _\.L~Tlt.\LL\X." 

Such, sir, has been the atteiniJt rnade to injure 
the crcclit of the colony, and I should feel more 
indign>ent at the cles] •ic>eble spirit that has been 
eh own by the writer;; of those letter••-who, I trust, 
do nnt live in the colony, although they mav have 
been inspired from within it-I say I should feel 
more the despicable character of those attacks if 
I nllowed myself to believe that such vile calum
nies, traducing- our credit >end fair fame, have had 
the effect which ;;ome people think they lmve had 
upon inYestnrs in C~reat Uritain. I will tell the 
Hcmse why I thinkth>et tho;;e letters, written with 
every desire to ruin our credit, haYe failecl to 
accomplish that end. 'l'he Wm·ld, in itH leading
article, referring to colonial loans, 'vrito~'> thus :~ 

"The adYaner guard of tile approaching ar1uy of 
colonial loans has ll\a(le its aJlJlCarancc. in the issue of 
loans I or YictorHL and Qneenslaud, for which tenders arc 
inYitecl. \Ye mns;t \Yarn onr rea(~crs agaim:;t assnmlng 
:h n ba:-:is for estimating the Yalne of any eolonialloan 
the 1ignres "'>Yhich lmvc bren ~o dilii-:!:enUy cireulatccl in 
some (11Wrtcrs, t-<howiltg the f!i'fJ rottl proportions of the 
various tlf'hts to the population. Xo safe inference 
wha tevcr can he drawn from auy snch Jignrei:i, nnlcss they 
arc acenmpanlccl by a stat·~ment of the revenue and 
n:.,.;;ct.~ in the slmpc of pn1)lic \YOrk~, hy which these 
debts arc .-:ecurecl. The Yietorian loan is 11crhnps the 
more attrttetivc; hut the Qneenslaud loan is cn,dnecrcd 
by the Bank of }~nghmd. Both are eminently safe, awl 
we expect t.o ~cc them allotted at lca~t at 2 per cent, 
above the minimnm price." 

That, sir, is in a leading article from a respect
a.ble paper, [tnd giveR a fair indica .. tion of the 
opinion held ::tt home in regard to colonial loans. 
But 11\Y" chief reason for considering that those 
letter,; ha1'e not had the injurious effect that 
some people lJelieve, is this :-The :Dank of 
}:nglanU war; perfeetly cognhmnt of these attacks 
upon ns at the very tilue it was prepared to 
acll'ance us a million of money, and they advi,;cd 
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the Agent-General not to reply to them. It was 
under the advice of the Bank of J~ngland that 
rny hon. collP,1gne, l\lr. Gnrrick, reruained silent. 

Mr. 1\lOlU'I-Il~AD: Then the letterB did no 
harm. 

The COLOXIAL TREAS"UllER: I am 
coming tu that. Do not anticipate. The ldters 
were intended to do harm, but I do not think 
they did so to the extent that some people 
imagine. I think the price of our loan WiiS 

n,ffected by ilnother en, use. If hon. members will 
mn,ke dilig-ent inquiry I think they will find tlmt 
there hn,cl been over-speculiltion in the Victorian 
loan-that the syndi<s1te which nurchasecl the 
greater pn,rt of ti,,t loan found that they lmd 
tendeJ;ed a shade too high ; they hml not got rid 
of the1r stock, and did not tender for the Queens
land loan, for it is a renmrkable fact that no 
other Qneensland loan has fouwl it,; way into 
the hands of such a large number of small pro
prietnrs as the present. In fact, the tendering 
syndicates were conspicuous by their absence 1 a.s 
has been stated bytlwAgent-General. He says:-

"The applications amounted to £3.935.200, at 11rices 
varying from £100 l.1s. 6d" to the minimum, £97. The 
aYe rage price obtaincU is £D7 1 Ds. Jcl. The result i3 
considered sati.sfaetory br the bank." 
I think, sir, th:1t the opininn of the Bank of 
England, with all their knowledge of the frequent 
and capricious changes of the London money 
market, may be taken as authoritative upon tt 
<Juestion ofthatkind; and in their opinion the loan 
was floated satisfactorily. \V e must also remember 
that there was great uncertainty in :Europe at that 
tilne a::3 to ho\v long peace \vould be Jnaintn,ined, 
and ou the Yery morning of the allocation of the 
loan news of a very ll!IsatiBfactory character had 
arrived frmu Itussia. He goes ou to say--

" An nnnsually large lll'OlJOrtion of the loan is allo
eatcd amon~:-;t the pnlJlic \Vithont the intcrvc!1tion of 
the hrolmr~." 

Confirming what I have said. 
'' J.J my reqnest ttw bank prepared a statement. 

'l'hi~ :;;hows the real r1iffermwc in the average price of 
\-ictoria an<l onr~eh·es is £1 ll:s. 7tl." 

"With regard to that £1 lls. 7<1. it must be borne 
in mind that the Victorian loan bore 4 per cent. 
inten,st from the ht "\pril, while our loau bme 
no interest until the 1st .July of thio year, so that 
a difference of '"bout £1 must be allowed for 
accrued inte1·est on the \i.,..ictorian loan in fa.vour 
of investors. 1'hat will rednce the difference of 
price lJet,Yeen the two stocks very considerauly. 
Beside~ that, we allowecl a very long time-in 
fact, s1x months-for the instalments of the 
purchilse money to be finally paid upon the 
loan which we offered. 1\Ir. Garrick furthersa\"s-

" I scnrl ~·on cntting~ from nmYspapcrH f'llm~·inp:, 
amon;..;~t other matter. letter., sent for 11111Jlka1ion 
with a Yicw of affecting our loan. .\. eousiderahlc 
nmnbcr of thc.;;:e, yon -.;Yill ol1scrYe, tli~11la: a ~tron~:Ir 
ho~tile ~ph·it, aud some of them ap11ear to have heru 
\\Tittcn in cirenlar form, Hl-i the'\.· wcr~' inserted in 
many of the p:tiJer~. an1lrejected--~t~:; l am informed
by others . .Jly mvu opinion. as also that of othet." 
h:tYhlg a knowlf'llgc or colonial and money alrairs, 1::> 
ilutt thes-e atta('k1'. were not made h\· nr at tl10 in~ta11ee 
of lwokers, lm1 by pcr.-.:ons polHi(;~Lll.r a11d uot finau
ewlly interc~;ted. From lilY own obscrnL1ion~ 8ine:~ I 
have been hcJ·c I apprclwlHlctl op]l08ition. The Banl\: 
were Ol_l]losed--pro}Jcrly, I tl1ink-to m.v Iuec1ing tlH• .... c 
attad;:~ in the l'ress 1ny~elL In one case, that of the 
Duii11 Telr'!fi't!ph, I, with the JJank'K tL~t'CUt, oflieiall,,
eonected an inference whieh appeared in a lcltcr 
pnhlislwcl 1>,; them. 

"On tile morning of t11c lat-~t. day for rceciYing· lcuclcr." 
nnfaYonrablP political new~ \Yith rc•-pcd to Hns~ta was 
pnhlishcd, wllkh alfcctcd I'Ollsol~ aucl othrr secnritic~, 
an<l the Bank informed 1110 that it opuratcd a:;ainst n~, 
probably to the extent of-~ per ccut." 
If we allow~ per cent for accrnecl intereBt on the 
Victorian loan, I would n,sk where the lose; of 
£1)3,000 nppcc~rc;? Tlmt is calculated at £2 10,~. 
per cent. 

The Hox. Sw T, :\I elL WRAITH: Yes. 

The COLO:c;riAL TREASURER: Well, did 
the hon. geutlemnn in1ag·ine that \Ve would get a. 
superior price to th0 Victorian loan, or rather 
that we wonlcl get par? I have shown, ~ir, that 
it was deemed wise by the Bank of England 
that the Agent-General should not take any 
notice of those attacks with the exception of 
correcting a misstatement th,ct had been made. 
I have ad verted to the peculiar circumstance tlmt 
those scandalous letters which were published in 
some of the finn,ncial papers at home ran their 
course through two or three different journals; 
and I wish particularly to dwell upon thttt in 
order to make it clear that, inasmuch as I believe 
the respectable portion of the Prc"s wonld not 
allow the continned insertion of epbtolary 
matter which had been contributed to another 
uewspaper, I therefore regard it as an extremely 
wspicious circumstance that the writers of those 
letters must have usecl more than ordinary 
means, and had more than ordinary ends to serve, 
to maintain that continuous insertion ttncl repro
duction in the papers to which I have refcrre<l. 
The letter stating that the revenues of the colony 
were solely responoible for the lo:tn, and which 
was the insidious 1neans of ·wal'niug investors tbat 
they hac! only the revenues of the colony to look to, 
appeared, as I have stated, in three different 
newspapers-in the Inu;dorR' Gum·dian of the 
9th May, in the JJullionist of the lOth May, and 
in the !:)tand"nl of the 11th J\Iay. The second 
communication, which endeavoured to raise the 
objection against our loan, that these later issues 
would not rank equ:dly with the first as a charge 
on the consolidated revenue of the colony, was 
>ebo reproduced in three different pftpers-in the 
Inustrm;' (;llan{ic()~ of the Uth JHay, the 
Pincwcicr of the 11th :\lay, and the Jionc!J 
Jircrkct Rcriew of the 12th ::\lay. The letters of 
"J.A.F." and "P.B.A.," which arP almost the 
same in matter, appeared also in two papers-the 
l'rrll i1Iall Gwcttc of the 9th 1\lay, and the 
'l'clc[il'llph of the 12th ::\Iay. This, to my mind, 
shows incontestably that the writers were not 
merely actuated by the doe ire nf warning ordinary 
lnve':tors againclt invc~ting in the new loan, but 
tlmt they were actuatecl by the strongest motiYes 
-and I believe by politically hmtile nwtive.,-in 
ende,1Nouring to ca:-;t di~credit U!JfiJl thi~ colony. 
I do not, '" I ha vc .said before, think that they 
have attained their object. There is no doubt 
that theRe writers would have been glad to have 
seen the loan an entire failure, but I contend 
that the loan was not a failure, although it was 
not sub:;cribed for so larg-elv e<s under other cir
curnstance~ 1night have l1ecn expected. These 
letters wore regarded by the Bank of :Engla_ncl 
as beneetth contempt, and under the adv1ce 
of the Bank of J~ngland, the ..:-igcnt-General 
cleclined to answer then1. He had ncea.:-3ion, 
however, to correct a statement which ap
lJtitred in the London Tde<J7Ylph, and I will 
read to the Houoc the only letter he acldre.sscd to 
the metropolitan financial Press on thiN subject. 
In the Londou 'L'clcymp/, of the 4th 1Iay, there 
was published the following :-

,, 'l'he follmviug h; a reply to n. recent letter in our 
eolmun:- on the ne1v (lncensland loan. Iu the oflieial 
memorantlmn of statistics which ac~ompanied the 
}H'O~pectns, n \Ya~ pointed out that althrmgh t.he debt 
may nppear Jarp;e aK compared \Yith the popnlatiou, it 
involYC~ no apprc<'iable burden npon the ta:<}Jaym·, 
'the territorial anll pnblic work,; re\·enlle defraying 
JHOI'C than tbe entire charge for interest':-

' 'l'o /he Erti/r;,· o.f /he Daily 'Pf!lf't;<{fJJli. 
'Sit'.-1Iv attention has been called t.o the followin;.;

statemrnt ~ 'Yhidt appeare<l in your 'mnncy ma.r1;et' 
colnmn of'l'nt·-,.day ln.:-:t :-·"'This new loan of £f),D80,000 will 
mal;;:c the debt Ot· Qneen-.Iaucl about £t-):.J ver Iu·ad." I 
mnst 110int ont t.hat the ~nm of nearly tcu million~ is 
tlie e~tlmatecl rcj1nircmcnis of the <'olony for scn~ral 
years, and it is 11rO}JOSCcl to be raised in instalments from 
time to tiwe, a tir-:t portion of £2,500,000 luLving been 
o!fcrcd to the .vublic. The writer, in his figures, takes 



Address in Reply. [8 ,JULY.] Address in Reply. 33 

the popul:ttion as at December 31st last, and adds 
nothing whatever to it for nll the time coverect 
by the authorised loan of £9,980,000. rl'he error 
is transpa,rent, aud is well shown by onr statistics. In 
1860 the population was 28,000; on December 31st last it 
was :H2.000. In the last five years it was increased by 
93,841, of which increase 25,0!·0 was <luring last year. 
This addition is mainly from emigration, which the 
colony iR artivcly continuing, liberal provision having 
been made for it in the authorised loan, A consideration 
of the.:;e fignl'L\'i will show the inaccnracy of your 
correspondent's statements.-! am, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

'J.A.Ml£S F. GAllRICK. 
'Agent General for Queensland. 

'Queensland Government Office, 
'1, 1Yestminster Chambers, 

'Victoria street, London, S.\Y., :\fa.y 13.'" 

Now, sir, I have gone fully through this matter 
because, whilst every desire was shown by these 
despicable corresp<mdents to traduce the character 
of the colony and to depreciate the value of our 
credit-while all the malevolence and malignity 
possible has been exhibited in the consideration 
of this me~tter-I do not think it has "uc
ceedecl to anything like the extent the writers 
of these letters intended, The Bank of Eng·land 
have considered the loan a success, as Ichave 
read from a letter of my colleague, the Agent
General. 

Mr. NORTON: Under the circumstances, 
The COLOXIAL TREASURER: The words 

I ren.d were, " The result was sntisfactorv''; and 
I can show that the result was also considered by 
other authorities in addition to the Bank of Eng
land to be satisfactory. I am quite prepared for 
hon. gentlemen opposite casting discredit on the 
loan, and endeav-ouring to show that our credit 
is restricted. They would be untrue to the 
principles they have continuously represented if 
they did not take ad vantage of every oppor
tunity to show that our borrowing powers are 
exhausted. \Ve have seen from the utterance>' of 
the hon. member for J\Iulgrave during the recess 
that he still has the transcontinental scheme on 
the brain, Like the Bourbons, he has learned 
nothing and forgotten nothing. He does not 
know that the colony will not have it, but he 
is trying to show them that they must have 
it, because we cannot borrow to carry on onr 
public works. I speak now without wishing to 
say that he would like to see the colony in 
bad circumstances, but I believe it would he a 
happy clay in his political thinking if the colony 
had to accept the transcontinental project; and 
he knows that as long as we can borrow the 
colony will have none of his transcontinental 
scheme, Am! this brings me to the remarks 
made by the hon, member for Townsville on this 
subject in the course of the eloquent speech he 
addressed to the House, when he referred to the 
advantages gained by Americ<t from land
grant railways. I am not prepared to enter 
fully into a debate on the que,tion of land-grant 
railways in the United States, but I will say this, 
that the conditions under which the ovstem was 
introduced into America were widely dissimilar 
to the conditions under which the leader of the 
Opposition proposed to introduce it into Qu"eens
land. The conclitionswerewidelydissimilar as to 
the size of the blocks of land to he given to the 
company, as to the encouragement of settlement, 
and as to a variety of other matters of detail, 
which I will not occupy the time of the House 
by entering into just now. \Vithout referring 
further to those matters, or to the jobbery in 
connection with those railways, I repeat that 
the conditions under which they were built were 
widely dissimilar from the conditions which the 
hon, member for J\lulgrave intended to be 
adopted by the colony of Queensland. I said 
just now that in addition to the opinion held 
by the Bank of England, that the result of Otlr 
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recent loan was satisfactory, I could quote 
equally favourable opinions from other finan
cial authorities, I have in my hand a para
graph from the Bu/lionist of the lGth of May
the day after our loan was placed. This journal 
is an independent authority, and had no active 
part, to my knowledge, in floating the loan. It 
makes a simple record of the fact of the loan 
having- been floated and of the financial position 
held by this colony. The paragraph is as 
follows:-

"Tenders for £2.500,000 Queensland Government 
,_t per cent. stock were opened yesterday at the Bank 
of E11gland. The applications !1mounted to £3.933)200, 
at prices varying from £100 15s. 6d. to £97 (the 
minimum). 'renders at £97 9s. 6d. will reC'dve about 35 

1 
per cent. of the amount alJplicd for, those above t1:tat 

i price being allotted in full. 'l'he average 1n·ice obtained 
' !or the stocl< is £97 l9s. 4d." 

I would call the attention of the House to this 
next statement particularly:-

" 'l'here have been some cx~eptions takep_ by our cor
rP.,pondents and others to this lO~Jn, as bringing up to 
too high n total the liability of this young colony. 'l'he 
rr-.;ult, however, gives no indication that tl1is feeling of 
db trust is general." 
I think that this editorial. t>tken in connection 
with the opinion of the Bank of England, 
clearly proves that the want of competition for 
a larger quantity of our stock is not to be 
attributed to the credit of the colony being 
diminished, but to a variety of other causes. 
Amongst these- I will not say conspicuously 
amongst them-were these letters, the writers 
of which are entitled to the same amount of 
public obloquy as if they had been entirely 
successful in carrying out their wish and inten
tion of preventing the loan being floated satisfac
torily. I believe that the main cause was that 
the syndicates tendered rather too high for the 
Yictori>tn loan, That had t!Je effect of keeping 
those syndicates outside, and the Queensland 
stock in this case was consequently allocated 
among a larger number of the public. I trust, 
Mr. Speaker, that I have not unprofitably 
occupied the time of the House. We should 
have been glad to see more competition for 
our loan, but we cannot say it was a failure, 
seeing that we obtained within a few shillings of 
the net amount realised by the Victorian loan, 
which was very largelv competed for. I do not 
wish to detain the House, hut there is one 
subject I cannot pass over. It has obtained so 
much prominence in the accusations against the 
Government that the other charges laid at the 
doors of my colleagues must be very small 
indeed. The chttrge against me is that I have 
shown vacillation in de>tling with overtime regu
lations in connection with the Customs. I may 
say that the question of overtime has never been 
approached as it should have been until of late, 
lt has been a growing extortion, and had attained 
such dimensions that it had become imperative to 
meet it. My desire at first was to adopt regula
tions which should bring the practice into con
formity with that in the large ports of the other 
colonies-Melbourne and Sydney, When the 
first regulations were framed, I thought this 
principle had been carried out; but I subse
quently found that if the regulations as then 
framed were put into force the Uustoms officers 
here would be placed at great disadvantage as 
compared with those in other ports. This 
arose through the designation of officers per
forming certain duties in Brisbane not being 
the same as that of officers performing the same 
duties at other port,. When I was apprised of 
that by a deputation, I gave instruction that 
the comptrollers of Customs in !V[elbonrne and 
Sydney should be communicated with, and the 
issue of the regulations was deferred until the 
replies should be received, I found then that, 
had the first regulations been put into force, the 
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Customs officers would hn,ve been subjected to 
hardships to which it was not the intention of 
the depn,rtment to subject them, rmd conse
quently amended reguln,tions were prepared in 
conformity with the practice followed in the case 
of ships discharging in the ]Jorts of J\:Ielbourne 
and Sydney. The Customs officers are satisfied, 
and I think it is a gren,t relief to the shipping of 
this port. However, I should not be :tshamed to 
take up the position of having made a mistake and 
rectified it. It would be a most harsh, arbitrary, 
unjustifiable thing for a 2\1inister to persi,;t in 
]Jerpetuating any mistake he had made. I\ one of 
us claim to be infallible, and I hope thn,t when
ever we make mistakes we Bhn,ll be ready to 
redress them. That is the whole gmvamen of 
the offence, and I leave it to hon. members 
on both sirtes of the House to say whether it 
is a matter of such importance n,s to be 
broug·ht into the discussion on His Excellency'» 
Speech. But there is another matter of far 
more importn,nce. The hon. member for 
Mulgrave made a charge against the hon. 
member for Bulimba of having been bought anrl 
sold, "imply because he >ccted on th>ct Commis
sion to inquire into the isbnders from New 
Guinen,. It certainly comes with very bad grace 
from the hon. member for ~Iulgrave, who, if that 
be l1 sin, has certainly been a greater offender 
than any other Premier who ever held office in 
Queensland. Do we not remember a gentleman 
wh0 sat on and adorned these benches, who 
supported the late Administration through thick 
and thin, and who received a thousand guinen,s 
for reviRing-I cannot say irnproving, according 
to the opinion of competent authorities-the 
compilation of the Statutes of Queensland? Yet 
we did not attempt to insinuate for a moment 
that he was bought and sold. 

Mr. NORTON: Yes, ovor and over again. 

The COLONIAL TREASUHElt: No such 
charge was made against that gentle1nan as 
was made by the hon. member for ~Iulgrave last 
night. It may be a question whether it is per
fectly constitutional for an hon. member to 
perform duties of thn,t kind, and receive remu
neration for them, but the question should not 
have been raised by the hon. member, who hn,s 
certainly been the greatest offender in that 
respect. I dismiss at once from my mind the 
insinuation that my hon. friend the member for 
Bulimba has anything to be ashamed of. He 
performed his duties honestly and well, and it is 
only reasonable that, when a gentlem>cn is 
invited to perform such duties during the 
recess n,nd neglect his own business, he should 
receive remuneration. With regard to the 
intention announced by the hon. member for 
Mulgrave of criticising the financial manage
ment of the colony when the Estimates come 
forward, I can only say I shall be very glad 
to have the hon. gentleman's ::tssistance by 
criticism-for I believe genuine criticism assists 
and strengthens a man in any proposition brought 
before this House. I wish the financial position 
of the colony received the attention of tt larger 
number of intelligent people than ordinarily 
devote their attention to this subject. The 
financial position of the colony is a very 
important question, and should not be tren,ted 
slightingly. The progress of the colony mn,y 
have been retarded by climn,tic circumstances, 
but I deny that there is any causP for 
alarm. I hope when the hon. member 
for Mulgr-a ve devotes his attention to the 
financial position of the colony he will not 
parade before the public the claptmp of £700,000 
having been left in the Treasury, for it will 
occupy unnecessary time for me to disabuse the 
minds of hon. members and the public of that 
idea. Coming from any other source the stn,te· 

ment might be disregarded, but when it comes 
from a gentleman who has held the offices of 
Treasurer and Premier it can only be regarded as 
a desire to make ol1scure in the minds of the public 
and of the members of this House the true 
p(Jsition of our finances, and an endeavour to 
show that the present GoYernment have been 
guilty of the most unwarrantable extravagance in 
disbursing a sutn of nearly three-quarters of a, 

million, which nevm· existed except in the 
fertile imagination of the hon. member himself. 

Mr. MOREHEAll tutid: ?.fr. ::lpeaker,-The 
hon. gentlen1an has 1nanaged to esc::tpe as \T ennK 
is revorted OnCt' to have clone-in a elond. He 
has sat down with a peroration which I hope he 
will enjoy when he reads it in the morning, but 
that peroration will not save him from the figures 
which will show the hon. member for ~Iulg-rave 
to be right and the hon. gentleman wrong·. The 
hon. gentleman pointed out just before tea thn,t 
there was a balance on the 31st of December to 
the credit of the revenue, of .£520, 000. He wa," 
then evidently nonplncsed, n,ud said that if time 
were given to him he would put it all right. \Ve 
shall see about thttt; hut until that time comes, 
do not let this House, or the public, be beguiled 
by the statement of the hon. member that the 
figures <)uoterl_ hy the h~n. member for 
1\Iulgra.ve are rncorrect. Now, to come to 
what the hon. gentlen1an said in hi8 speech. 
He has told us in more words than I think were 
necessary that the loan had been prejudiced by 
the action of certain individuals. That was his 
announcement. Certain letters had been written 
to certain papers at home which had prejudiced 
the sale of, and price paid for, the lon,n. This is 
tn excuse a charge that waf-i level~ecl againRt the 
Government from this side of the House. As he 
got up in his argument he went on to say that 
these letters in no way n,ffected the loan. The 
loan brought the price he ex]Jected it would. But 
\VC have a very n1nch graver aspect of the que::;
tion, n,nd that is what was stated by the Premier 
last night. In language studied and cn,refully 
worded he looked over to this side of the House 
and said that there were hon. members, he 
believed, in the House who had to do with the 
low price that the (lucensland loan had brought 
in the London market. He said if he could only 
lay his hand upon those members-and he 
further sn,id that he believed the names of them 
would be discovered if he was right in his 
surmise-the names of those men should be held 
up to obloquy for all time in the colony. I agree 
with him ; and if he can find those men, every 
member on this side of the House will be 
amongst the first to condemn them as unpatriotic 
and without a right to reside in Queenslanct. But 
the hon. gentleman practised those tactics ; they 
were conducted by his side of the House and not 
by this. Look at the hon. Minister for I,ands, the 
father of a yellow pamphlet, who was not con
tent with damaging the policy of the late Gov
emment, but went further am! maligned the 
personal character of the occupn,nts of office; 
that was before he was a member of the House. 
From the other side we might reasonably ex
pect the dastardly conduct that the hon. the 
Premier has charged this side with. Such con
duct has not and never can be brought home 
to men who sit on this side of the House, and I 
defy the hem. gentleman to show thn,t the:·e 
is one scintilla of truth in what he sa1d 
last night - a sentiment :·'·hich was deeply 
echoed by the Treasurer to-mght, when he spoke 
of the letters which had been written from 
political sources for political motives. I do not 
believe a \vord of it, and until the hon. gentle
man proves it I will not believe a word of it. 
Then the hon. gentleman thought that he could 
borrow a million, with a flourish of his hand, 
from the Bank of England. If he could, wha 
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was his security ?-£9,850,000 of Queemland 
debentures. I fancy tlutt was good enough 
security. 

The COLOXIAL Tl\EASUli.KR: Not d"
bentures-stock. 

Mr. :\fOREHEAD: It is a mere question of 
words ; the stock is there. 'rhe hon. gentleman 
knew when he made that proud vaunt that the 
money coulfl have been raised from a hunclre<l 
sources beyond the Bank of };ngland if he had 
wanted it. 'IVe lmve had enough about the lo:m, 
and if the Premier can prove his word,;-that is 
to say if he can proye thr1t there was acttHtlly 
a collusion between the political opponents of 
the Government of this colony and those who 
flea! in stock at home-he must either stand by 
his words or be bmnded as a liar and a coward. 

The PREMIER : Will you read what I have 
said? 

Mr. :VIO!i.EHEAD: I have. 

The PRK\IIEH,: You have misquote,] me. 
\\That I s;,id I adhere to ; hut what you say I 
said I did not say. 

:i'vir. MO!tEHEAD: The hon. gentleman 
looked fixedly acro"s the House, an<l hi., action 
would bear no other interpretation. It was a 
direct accu.sation ag-ainst smne HlCinbers in thi.-; 
House, and he alluded to myself almost person
lllly liS I sat at th:tt tllble. There could be no 
mistn.,ke. The hon. gentlmnan's words will lJear 
no other interpret<Ction. I will go a little further. 
I suppose this report of the hon. gentlem;,n's 
speech is correct-the speech he made at Charters 
Tower,, It Wits corrected, I believe, by the hon. 
gentleman, on the way down, ;,nd possibly p>tred 
down to it~ n1inhnu1n-

" A serious charge to mn,kc against the planters 
party. He kncw·•--

He did not suspect-suspicion haunts, as ;, rule, 
the guilty mind-
" they had heen injuring the credit of the colony in 
J,ondon, and as an instance of the statements made he 
read a pant"?:raph published in the 1/ina lcie!·, and 
cut from ar leader in the Cou,·ir>f~ of Ot.h .Tune, as 
follmvs :-' r:l'hc retrog-rade policy of a lar§!c proportion 
of the colonist:; ofQnccnsland who are represented by the 
party at present in pmver, 1vhieh prevents the intro
dnction of coolie or other tropiclllabom· l'01· the planta
tions of Qneen~land, which the white men themselves 
cannot grapple with, anrt. the manner in which the 
squatters apparently uombine 1vith the same party to 
prevent the d(welopmont of the large interior lands of 
the colony, arc reasons \Vhich sugge~t gre·tt caution on 
the pnrt of the public in encout·aging this young colony 
to bol'row too fast.' " 

If the hon. gentleman knew who wrote that, 
why should he attempt to fasten upon the Oppo
sition what he himself, according to his own 
account, can l;,y his finger upon? Ji'inishing 
with the Treasm;er, or r;,ther, not quite finishing 
with him, I will come to the three points he 
mentioned in his speech. I have dealt with the 
matter in which he and his colleague the Premier 
try to throw a charge upon this side of the 
House. The next part is the loan, ;,nd the 
third p;,rt is the annexation of New Guinea, 
which he termed a "fillibustering expedition" 
initiated by the late Premier. I will commence 
by reading an extract from a speech made by 
the junior member for North Brisbane, who, I 
an1 sure, you \vill all adrnit i~ not a very strong 
advocate of fillibustering- expeditions. This is 
what I will qnote; it is in connection with the 
annexr,tion of New Guinea-

" He "believed Sir Thos_ ::\Iellwraith did a ~ervic~, to the 
whole of A-ustralasia. by tllc manner in which he acted 
on the occasion referre(l to. On the p1'inciple of wish
ing to do justice to everybody, he made th~Lt remark, 
anU he admitted with getluinc pleasure that that gentle
man had rendered the whole of Australasia a signal 
service." 

I will go a little further, and in doil!-g so I hope I 
shall bring- out my friend the qoiomal TreaBurer. 
I hope, when I have read this extract,, that he 
will apologiee to Sir Thomas Mcilwrmth and 
the House for the language he has made use t;f 
when he spoke about "fillibustering" expe~I
tions. This is assuming that the Hon. C. S. Mem 
was the representative of the Government in the 
F pper House ;,t the time this sp.eech \yas made. 
l\Ir. l\Iein, in moving "' resolutiOn With regard 
to an address to Her :Vl;,jesty the Queen, res
pecting the ~onstitution of a Fe.deml Council 
of Australia, IS reported to ha Ye smd-

" ,,~llcu it was publicly announced that the flovern
ment. of Sir Thoma~ :Jlcilwraith had taken formal 
possession of X mY Guinea. nobody-not even Sir 'rhomas 
:J:Idlwraith himself-could have foreseen that the result 
wonld have been so momentons as it had been shown 
to be hy the expm·ience of the pas.t few months. He must 
confess that. whilst admiring the conrage of the late 
Pt'ellli('l' to acm·taiu extent, he had shared the opinions of 
those who at thetimethoug-htllis action sommvhat pre
eipitons ; bnt it was now almost tmiversally ac~mitted by 
politil'ians of all shades of opinion that .. newed by 
t.hc lig·hl of f.lllh"eqnent eYent~, the aetwn of that 
!!":utlmnan \Yas ~nch as to entille him to the grtttcfnl 
~·ecogllition of all patriotic ~\_nstralians. The chord he 
tlvn strnek vibrated uot only throughout Queensland, 
lJnt rc~nnnrlcd to the centre of the British l<~mpire, and 
altraetcd the attention and enlisted the sympathies 
of ~tate.·mlCn in other }~nropoau dominions. Promi
llellt 1mblie men in Australi.n had at times ~xpressed 
the hope that,, at no distant date, the ?O~omes would 
be federated; bnt their expressions of opnuon had been 
reeeiYetl w1th a lar).."C amonnt of coolness from the bulk 
of pnhlic men, and the mo~t sanguine could h~Lve 
sc~nccly cxpectcrl that his a.spirations would have been 
realised within at least a generation." 
That, sir, is the opinion of the leader of the Gover~
ment in the "Gpper House, the Government m 
which the hon. the Colonial Treasurer was at that 
time in the same position that he is in now. And 
yet he has the hardihood, for some purpose best 
known to himself, to get up and talk. of the 
annexation of New Guinea as an act of filhbuster
ino·! Surely we will get some information from 
hi~1 on th;,t point. I will g-o further and say 
this-th;,t supposing that annexation had bee:n 
approved of, as we had every reason to hope It 
would have been by the Home Government, 
we should have had none of this trouble with 
re"ard to the return of these natives to New 
G~inea because it would have been part of the 
l3ritisl/Empire. I repe;,t that all this trouble 
would have been saved if the action taken by Sir 
Thomas Mcllwmith had been carried out by the 
Imperial Government.. I ask the Colonial Trea
surer to answer that-and yet he gets up ;,nd 
talks about an act of "fillibustering·." That is 
the wol'll he used. Does he deny that he used 
that word? I repeat ;,g-ain that if the action of 
Sir Thomas Mci!wmith had been indorsed as 
it ou"ht to have been-if there was. any loyalty, 
or, I ~honld say, any feeling of friendliness on the 
part of the Home Government towards the 
Australian colonies-we should have had none of 
this trouble that h'1.s come upon us with regard 
to the return of these islanders. That is an 
important point which I do not think has 
received sufficient consideration at the hands of 
the House or of the country. I should recom
mend the hon. the Treasurer to read b;,ck what 
ha,, been said before-not perhaps by himself, 
becmu-;e that is not of much importance-but to 
road back \vhat his intelligent colleagues have 
said with regard to that matter. Then he may 
speak a little more guarLleclly than he has spoken 
to-niaht. Cmnino- nov•.r. sir, 1nore generally to 
the Speech itself,"' the hon. the Prerni~r. spoke 
last night with gre;,t scorn-almost derisiOn-of 
the statement made by the hon. the leader ~f t~e 
Opposition, th;,t, although there was depressiOn m 
almost every industry in the colony, yet there 
was ;, good deal of money yet to be found in the 
capital-in Brisbane. Does the hon. gentleman 
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read the English papers? Does he comprehend 
the position? Does he not know that when 
trade becomes depressed there is always an 
aggregation of capital in the hands of capi
talists ? Does he not know that at the present 
time in England the bank reserve is larger than 
was ever known in history? Does he not know 
that when trade is good exactly the opposite 
state of affairs exists, but now trade is &tagnant 
in every direction; every branch of industry is 
depressed, and consequently money flows into 
the Bank of England, and stops there until 
it can be let out at interest in some 
safe way? The hon. gentleman should have 
known that before he sneered at the statement 
of the hon. the leader of the Opposition, th<:~t 
money was <:~ccumulating in the capital. I 
know, of my own knowledge-and I am perfectly 
sure the Minister for ·works knows-that there 
is any amount of money to lend in Brisbane, 
but upon what? Is it upon stations? I say no. 
Is it upon s':lections? I say no. Is it upon 
sugar properties ? I need not answer. But 
there is plenty of money to lend upon Queen
street property, or upon any valuable property 
close to town. That money should have gone and 
been employed in the channe Is in which it has 
been hitherto employed. But, sir, by the action 
and the legislation of the present Goyernment 
those industries have been checked, and the 
money flows back to the banks. It is not utilised, 
but lies latent when it should be employed in 
fostering and advancing industries, which before 
the present Government came into power were 
in a prosperous condition. Those industries 
have been crippled, and the capital which should 
have been employed in them now lies at a low 
rate of percentage in the banks, or in private 
hands. 'rhere can be no getting away from 
this fact. The Minister for '.V orks knows it as 
well as I do. I think we should have had from 
the Colonial Treasurer some indication of 
what revenue is likely to be derived from 
the public lands under the new system inaugu
rated under the Act of 1884. vVe have 
been promised this for a long time, but we have 
not got the smallest approach to an estimate 
from him. vVe were told, as an inducement 
to vote the ten-million loan, that the revenue 
from the public lands would meet the interest on 
that debt, but the Tre~'\surer has never attempted 
in any way to show that statement to be true, 
\V e, on this side, and some hon. members on the 
other side of the House, doubt the correctness of 
that statement. We also find, in regard to that 
Act, that already the Government are becoming 
shaky about some points in it. Although the 
ink can hardly be dry on the Governor's assent 
to it-at any rate, although very few applications 
have been made under the Act-we find the 
Government coming down with an entire change 
of front, as you, Mr. Speaker, know as well 
as I do. They come down now and ask 
that they may be given additional power-to 
allow selection before survey in the settled 
districts-although we had it distinctly decided 
by this House that selection is only to take place 
after survey, and although one of the most 
powerful speeches in favour of that system was 
delivered by the Premier himself, which he can 
find in Hansa1·d. I would rather not read 
his speeches, but I will give him the page if 
he likes to read it for himself. Now, sir, we 
find that not only has the land tenure been 
unsettled by the action of the Government, but 
we find that it will be still further unsettled by 
the legislation that is now proposed. vVhere is 
it to end? Is there to be any finality • vVhen 
this selection before survey is granted-if this 
Bill become law-is it to stop there, or a.re 
we to go further afield ? Then there comes 
another and broader question. vVhat is to 

happen to those runholders who have come 
under the Act? Is the Act to be retrospec
tive ? Are those who have come under the 
Act as it now stands to suffer by being sub
jected to this new provision? I ask this question, 
l'<Ir. Speaker, becanse the present G<wernment 
have acted in such an extraordinary way in 
many instance,,, and especially with regard to 
the pre-emptive right-where they ruled that the 
mere passage of the second reaJing of a Bill 
through this House-without it becoming law at 
all-which cancelled a certain clause in the Act 
of 1869, was sufficient to justify them in refusing 
all pre-emptives. I say that when we have .a, 
Ministry that will do that, we have a right to 
ask how far they will go and what we may expect 
from them. The Premier said, among other 
things, that a planter should not be a politician. 
I would like him to explain that maxim. 

The PH.E::\HER : I did not s<ty so. I s<tid 
they should not mix up business with politics. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : The hon. gentleman said 
that a planter should not be a politician, and I 
want him to explain what he means by it. Is 
he to go on his knees and worship that brute 
Baal; is he to sink his manhood, or is he to have 
the same rights as are enjoyed by e\'ery other 
individual in the community? Does not the hon. 
gentleman himself mix up his own business with 
politics? I am perfectly certain he does, and I 
am perfectly certain the Attorney-General does 
also. I will now deal with another of the erroneous 
statements made by the Premier during the recess. 
For purposes, I suppose, best known to himself, he 
instructed-so I am led to understand-the In
spector of Stock to make out i1 return of stock up 
to a certain date-an impossible date-a date up 
to which the returns were not sent in. By that 
return it was shown that the loss of sheep in the 
colony was only something like 1,800,000. On 
that the Premier made a great point in one of 
those magnificent speeches which he serves out 
round about the country when he has apparently 
nothing else to do, or is bilious and wants a trip 
into the interior or up the coast. I met lYir. 
G01·don, when I saw the statement, and chal
leng·ecl the accuracy of it, and I have got his note 
in my possesHion now, in which he admits that 
the statement was incorrect, and that it was 
made simply to controvert some report that ap
_peared in an English paper stating that the loss 
in this colony had been very much more than he 
represented. 

The PREMIER: Whose note? 
Mr. l'IIOREHEAD : Mr. Gordon's. I am 

simply stating what happened. I maintain that 
the loss of sheep in this colony has been more than 
two and a-half times as much as the 1,800,000 re
ported by Mr. Gordon, and that the loss in sheep 
and their wool has amounted to something like 
threemillionsofmoney. AndyetthePremier, with 
a light heart, tells the world that our loss has not 
heen so very great-with the same light heart 
that at the commencement of last session he tolcl 
us the drought was over. But I tell him the 
drought still rages, and that the loss of stock will 
be greater still. It is wrong that such a state
ment should go fo1-th bolstered up by the authority 
of the Premier, and the sooner it is corrected the 
better. 

'fhc PREMIEil : You are making a very 
serious charge~ not against n1e, bnt againRt an 
officer of the Go;-ernment. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : I don't care if he is ten 
officers of the Government ; and there is a mem
ber here present who saw me challenge l\Ir. 
Gordon as to the inaccuracy of his statement. 
The Government have also taken grc<:~t credit to 
themselves with regard to the rabbit question. I 
will let daylight into that, too. If there is one 
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member who deserves credit on that question it 
is the hon. member for Logan (Mr. Stevens). 
I knew he was an enthusiast on that matter, but 
I thoug·ht he magnitied the evil, and I said so, 
and I bitterly regret I ever did rmy so from the 
information that has since come into my hands. 
The Government say they are taking the neces
sary steps to prevent the rabbit invasion. The 
Colonial Secretary knows what happened five 
weeks ago. J\'11-. Tyson called upon me and 
asked if I would arrange for an interview be
tween him ttnd the Colonial Secretary. I did 
so, and when we called upon him he had :Mr. 
'\Voolcock or Bulcock, or somebody, with him
there are always plenty of them about him; at 
all events, he had his private secretary with him, 
and we were with Illr. Griffith more than an 
hour. 

The PREMIER: I never kept a deputation 
for an hour. 

Illr. MORE HEAD : '\Ve were there for more 
than an hour, and I can prove it. The result of 
the interview was a promise that if :Mr. 'J'yson 
could put himself into communication with a 
man--Davey, I think, was his name-he would 
pay the expense of that man and two assistttnts, 
mu! try to discover where the rabbits were. It 
was with the utmost difficultv that that was 
extracted from the hon. gentleman. The Minister 
for vVorks, I remember, came in and objected to 
the employment of three men, saying that one 
was quite enough. But he wtts convinced by the 
irresistible common sense of lVIr. 'l'yson that 
three men were better than one. And if there 
were three men in the Minister for vVorks's place 
they would be better than himself, or anyone of 
them. So much for their conduct with regard to 
the rabLit question, for which they take so much 
credit. Kow, with regard to the expedition re
turning those islanders, I should like some infor
mation on that subject. Here we find Mr. 
Chester, a nephew of the Governor, a doctor, and 
two men of the name of Htcrris. I Vho are they ? 

The PIU~IIIIER: One of them is private 
secretary to Mr. Romilly. The other I do not 
kno\tt, beyond tl·lat he war:; a }>n.s~enger to Port 
Mores by. I only S>tw their names in the new,;
ptcpers. 
. Mr. :VWREHJ~A~: The Colonial Secretary 
1s one of the most mnocent men I ever came 
aern~s. lie knows nothing or he kno\vs everv
thing. I a.1n certain he knows everything u.bol1t 
this. 

The PH.:K:\IIER : I can assnrc the hon. gen
tlenum I do n<,t. 

I\Tr. J\[OltEHJ~AD: IVhat about this piano 
being put on board to ''soothe the Gavage breast"? 

The PHEJ\IllO:H: I ne\'er heard of that till 
yesterday. 

Mr. MOICBHEAD : The hon. gentleman 
seems to be very ignorant indeed on this subject. 
IVhile dealing with the return of those Llanders, 
I would like to ask the Colonial Secretary this 
question : \Vhen a protest \VaH ur()"ed a~rainHt 
their return, and he was told that ar:' inju;,ction 
would be a,pplied for in the Supreme Court, did 
he say practically this, "If an injunction is 
applied for, I shall not nominate a defendant 
on behalf of the Government; and, should the 
injunction be granted by the Supreme Court, 1, 
backed by the Executive, will treat that in
junction as a nullity "? 

The PRKl\liEH : That is not correct. 
Ilir. II10Rl"HEAD : If that statement is 

correct-and I think it is--it shows collusion 
between the head of the Government and a 
higher power than he. 

The PHEII:IIER : You will mi"Itwte me; 
you have no right to make misstatements. 

Mr. IIIOREHEAD: I am not misquoting the 
hon. member. 

The PREMH~R : Well, I never said that. 
IIIr. MOREHEAD : Did the hon. gentleman 

say that if the planters obtained an injunction from 
the Supreme Court he, backed by the Executive, 
would treat it as a nullity? 

The PHEIIHER : I said that anything they 
could do would not prevent me, as far as I was 
concerned, from sending those men home. 

Mr. MO REREAD: With the :Executive ll<t 
your back. 

The PREIIIIER : I said nothing about the 
Executive. The occasion for doing so might 
have arisen, but no such occasion arose, and I 
certainly never made any reference to circum
stances that had not arisen. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Did not the hon. gentle· 
man use the words, which I saw in writing, that 
if an injunction was granted by the Supreme 
Court it would be treated as a nullity? 

The PREMIER : As far as I am concerned. 
Illr. MOREHEAD: With the Executive at 

your back? 
The PREJVIIEH : I said nothing about that. 
Mr. MOREHEAD : How could the hon. 

g·entleman ignore it unless he had the Executive 
at his back ? I may say that in my opinion it 
is almost to Le regretted that some speeches 
made by a higher power were not left unsaid. 

The PREMIER: You have no right to say 
that. 

1\Ir. IIIOREHEAD: The hon. gentleman has 
stated all I wish to know, namely, that he-the 
Government-would have treated an injunction in 
this matter as a nullity. In this remarkable episode 
of releasing the blacks, how has the hon. gentle
man acted? Instead of being named Samuel 
IV alker, shoulcl he not be known as Samuel 
'\Vilberforce, the freer of slaves? \Vas there ever 
such a t:;,wdry exhibition, such tinsel statesman
ship, a,; the hon. gentleman has shown in this 
matter? The whole thing is absurd. Fancy the 
hon. gentlemn,n shaking hands with the horny
handed sons of toil and nmking himself a miner, 
and talking in the inflated way he did up north, 
only to be surpassed by his more inflated colleague 
the Attorney-General, who is dumb in this 
House, but when he gets up north on the 
mm page, and, I suppose, tilled with sea-serpents, 
and probably encouraged by his le:<der, he 
delivers tt mttgnificent oration. I should like the 
constituents of the Attorney.General to see him 
in this Hom;e, where if he gets up he soon 
sits down ngain. Throughout the whole recess 
the Ministry have gone on plundering and 
blundering. The Minister for \Vorks has 
received deputations with brutality. The hon. 
gentleman cannot receive any person civilly, and 
he appears to think that if he is rude and coarse 
he will be considered honest. But it will take a 
great deal more than that to impress people with his 
honesty. Owing to the way in which he has treated 
deputations, he has become a byword throughout 
the colony. I unJRt say heistheonly member of the 
Ministry to whom this remark will apply, but it 
does apply to him. I have now referred to the sins 
of omission and commission of the Government, 
but I am absolutely bound to say a word or two 
about the Minister for Lands. That hon. gentle
man has shown a most vindictive and malevolent 
spirit towards his political opponents whilst he has 
givm favours to his friends. I will show during 
this session of Parliament that a more male
volent, vindictive ::Vlinister never existed. The 
hon. member may think that I will not carry 
out this threat, but I will. He turned oui one 
of the hest magistrates in the colony, Mr. Morey, 



38 Address in Rcp1!J. [ASSEMBLY.] AdclJ•ess zn Reply. 

and put in his own cousin, -:\1r. Alfred Henry. 
The hon. gentlenmn may laugh, but he ha8 done 
it, and there is no more comparison between :V[r. 
Morey and the :Minister for Lands's cousin than 
there is between day and night. 

The PREMIER : He has never referred to it. 
Mr. MOREHEAD : The hon. gentlem::mmay 

not have referred to it in writing, but the fact 
remains that Mr. Henry was foisted into a 
position over the head of a most deserving Civil 
servant. I h9,ve now finished my indictment. I 
have nothing to say to the Ho{,. Mr. Moreton, 
and I do not suppo8e I ever shall have anything 
to say to him. I think he is perfectly harmless. 

'l'he MINISTER FOil WORKS: Mr. 
Speaker,-I am sure I am very much obliged to 
the hon. member for Balonne for the character 
he has given me. It is, however, very extra
ordinary that, notwithstanding all this Lrntality 
towards delJUtations attributed to me, deputa
tions still come. I am bound to say this : that no 
Minister for Works has received so many depu
tations as I have, and I think that is pretty 
plain proof that they have not been recei1 ed 
with that brutality of which the hon. 
gentleman has spoken. I should be very 
glad indeed if they would not come so 
often. lHany deputations come and ask the 
~over~ment to do things which it is utterly 
1mposs1ble that any Government could under
take, and if I speak out plainly ancl tell them 
that I will not be a party to it, is that any rea"on 
why I should be branded by the hon. member for 
Balonne as treating deputations with brutality? 
If any one has a complaint to make, it 
is I, who have received so many deputa 
tions. I can tell the hon. gentleman that 
so long as I occupy the position of :Minister 
for vVorks and any persons come to me as a 
deputation they will be treated civilly. I have 
not had the honour of receiving the hon. mem
ber for Balonne, therefore I have no fault to find 
against him as far as deputations are concerned. 
But the hon. member for Mulgrave made a more 
serious charge than that against me; he accused 
me of ignorance, and said that I did not know 
how to conduct the business of my departmeut. 
vVell, I never profe:;,;ed to have the ability of the 
hon. member, but I conduct the departrnent on 
what I consider to be commercial principles. The 
hon. gentlen1an charged nw htst night with raising 
the mtes on travelling stock. I admit that I have 
done so and claim that I have a perfect right to 
do it. I have a calculation here in my hamls of 
the number of stock which was carried on the 
Southern and \Vestern Hailwny during the year 
1883. The number of cattle mcrried was 8,984, 
and the rates received amounted to£'1,04210s. Gel., 
while the working expenses were ~r:G,4G4 lGs.; 
showing a loss on this particul<tr traffic of 
£2,432 5s. 3d. The hon. member knows Yery 
well that this is not a profitable traffic. I h:we 
had a comparison made nf the rates charged in 
the other colonies, and I endeavoured to strike 
an average bet\veen Ne,v South \Vales and 
Victoria. Acting upon that principle, I haYo 
increased the rate on cattle by ;)0 per cent. and 
that on sheep by 20 per cent., mtd even tct the 
increased price the earnings will barelv cover 
expenses. I have given the number of cattle 
carried for the year. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\IciLWUAITH: During 
the whole of 1883? 

The lVIINISTER :B'OR WOUKS: During 
the whole of 1883. The hon. member drew a 
comparison between the number of stock coming 
down now by the railways and the number 
taken to the. southern cc;lonies, but I would 
remind him that not only can they get a 
better price for fat stuck there, but 'they can 

actually get as good a price on the stations for 
store bullocks as they can get down here. Are 
they likely, then, under these cireumstan·ces, to 
send them by mil to Brisbane? The number 
of :-;beep cttrried Jnring the ye.tr 1883 was 
140,273; the earnings amounted to £G,61G Ss. 7d., 
:me! the cost of working was £7,662 16s. 5d. ; 
showing a loss on that traffic of over £1,000, 
or a total loss on the carriage of cattle and 
sheep of £3,000. Does the hon. gentleman 
suppose that stock should be carried at a 
loss, and that the whole of the community 
should be taxed to that amount of money for 
the benefit of one class? The hon. member 
knows perfectly well that the carriage of 
stock is the heaviest traffic on the line. 
The hon. member wants to nutke out that the 
country can afford to carry this pal'ticnlar traffic 
at a loss. Since that time I have endeavoured 
to meet the difficulty and luwe reduced the rates 
to those which are charged in New South \Vales. 
Before that they were the same as those charged 
in Victoria. 'The hon. member will have no 
more grievances on that score. I maintain that 
I was perfectly right in the course I took, for 
this particular traffic was carried on at a loss to 
the country of £4,000 a year. 

The HoN. S11t T. ::\foiL \VRAITH : And you 
red need the rates! You have given us no expla
nation of that. 

'l'he MINISTER FOR WORKS: I maintain 
I lmcl '" perfectrighttoendenvour to raise the rates 
so as to cover the cost of carriage. Then the 
hon. member charges me with making a private 
arrangement with a contractor. Re says that by 
the arrangement I made with Mr. Bashford I 
put myself completely under his thumb. I do 
not know whether the hon. gentleman is inte
rested in that contract or not. If he is, I would 
like him to speak out. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH: Surely 
the hon. gentleman will do me more justice than 
that! 

The MINISTEU :B'OR WORKS : Mr. 
Bashford agrees to build a railway for £5,000 le."ls 
than his tender, and how doe' that po"'ibly put 
me under his thumb? I would point out th:1t 
when tenders were recei Yed for the extension of 
the Central Hailway and the extension from 
Htanthorpe to the borclel', the tenders wel'e 
between £30,000 and £00,000 over the estimates. 
Hurely I woulrl not have been justified in ac
cepting any of those tenders, and I called for 
fresh ones. Mr. l3ashford's tender was the 
lowent, but I considered it too high, anflrny in
tention waR, nnle~H I got a reasona.lJle offer, that 
the department should carry out the work itself. 
Doe:; the hon. member think I did not know 
\vhat was going on? An arrangenwnt was n1adc 
among the tenderers for that section of the line, 
tlmt one of them was to get the contract and pay 
the others to stand out. I could not have 
accepted those tenders if I had known that 
co11xy:iracy was going on. I would not have 
been doing my dnty to my country if I did. 

The HoN. Sw T. :MciLWRAITH: Do I 
understand the hon. member to f·;1V that he 
know:; as a fact that the last tenders 'that were 
given for the Stantbnrpe extension were a.rranged 
among the contractors'? I hear that for the 
first time, and I hear it with very great astonish
ment. I think the hon. gentleman, before 
n1aking charges of that kind, ought to be n1ost 
specific in his charges. I want to understand 
if he know8 as a fact, in the last batch of tenders 
that were giYen for the Stanthorpe extension, 
tbe tenderers had arranged mnong themselves 
who was to get it-that they had arranged among 
themselves to defraud the Government. This 
is the charge that h;cs actually been made. I 
''sk for information. 
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The MINISTEll FOR WOllKS : I did not 
speak of the last tenders; I said the tenders that 
were first sent in. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: How 
many of them? 

The :VI:INISTER ]'OR WORKS: I was 
informed ·that there was an arra.ngement ~made 
betw<"cm,,certain contractors that one was to hnve 
tl1e contract, and he was to pay the others £1,000 
eCLch. 

The Ho:<r. Sm T. MciLWHAITH : Thttt 
wtts the first series of contracts. Among Queens
land men how many tenders were sent in'! 

The MINISTER IcOR WOHKS : There was 
a small number. 

The Ho:<r. Sm. T. MciLWitAITH: Did not 
the Minister for \Vorks let a tender under the 
same circumstances for the Cook town line? 

The MINISTEU IcOR WOHKS: I do not 
know anything- about what took place. 

The Ho:<r. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Does not 
the hon. JVIinister for Works know he was 
swindled in that Wt>y on the Cooktown line? 

The MINIS TEll FOR WOltKS: The hon. 
member for Townsville made some remarks 
about contractor.s from the southern colonies 
being- treated in the way they were. There was 
one contractor tu whom I suppose he was allud
ing, who \vent to extLlnine the hue which \Vas 
Inarked nut so1ne years ago, and it took a great 
deal of trouble to find it. I happened to be up 
there at the time. It was a very wet day. 

The Hox. Sw T. MciL\VHAITH: It w<ts 
badly m<ukecl. 

The lYIINISTEH }'OR WORKS: The con
tractor inspected the line and came down and 
put in his tender. He examined the line in a 
day and came back and pnt in hi~ tender. .Uter
wards he <'ctme to me and said he had m'tde a 
mistake. That waH one of the tenderers from 
the southern colonic.~ who had been badly 
treated. The hon. gentleman made some allu
sion to the arbitration clae1se,, If the con
tractors received what was a,;kecl for they would 
hardly expect more. A deputation waited upon 
the Pretnier during rny abtsenee, and brought 
thi1 matter under his observation. They ,;aid 
they would be perfectly ""tisfiecl if a clause 
were put into the contraut simibr to that nsed in 
Vict<Jria, that is, either party wishing- to refer a 
case to arbitrfLtion nn1st give two rnonths' notice. 
'l'here is no difference. 

The HoN. Sm T. 1\IoiL\VllATrii: Yes, 
there is. 

The MINISTEll FOE WORKS: The hon. 
;;-entleman will always contradict; he is always 
right and other people are wrong-. The hem. 
gentleman stated at 13undaberg· the other day 
that the planH and sections of that line were all 
ready before he left office. 

The HoN. Sm T. M elL \VRAITH: Quite 
true. 

The :MINISTJ~li FOlt WOHKS: The hon. 
gentlemm1 must know that he was stating what 
waK not true. 

The HoN. Sm T. l\IoiLWRAITH: They were 
upon the ktble of the House, 1 tell you. 

The MINISTER FOR WOltKS : Tl~at is 
simply a parliamentary plan. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWllAITH: That is 
the statement I have made; they are a record of 
the Hou,;e. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS : The hon. 
member knows very well tlmt a I'<wliamentary 
phw is not "' working vlan ; it is only a plan tu 
be "'i'lJrovet! of. 

The HoN. Sm T.MciL WRAITH : My state
ment <>t 13undaberg was that the parliamentary 
plans for that section of the railway were ready 
and pbced upon the table of the House before 
\Ve,left office, and that the hon. gentleman, the clay 
after my sp"ech, teleg-raphed up, <>nd treated my 
statement as correct, namely, that the plans were 
placed as a parliamentary record upon the table 
of the House. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The hon. 
gentlmmm must have dreamed it. It is not more 
than fourteen days since the working plans of the 
13undaberg extension were completed. The hon. 
gentleman does not tell a f<"lsehood, but he goes 
as near it a, possible. He know.s perfectly well 
that the working plans of the Bundaberg exten
sion-or rather from Burrum to Bundaberg
were not completed. The working plans were 
only completed fourteen days ago, and tenders 
will be called for the construction of the line in 
a few day.s. 

The Hon. Sw T. MciL\VRAITH: Does the 
the hon. member really mef>n to say that I ever 
stated that the working plans were ready? If so, 
I contradict it ; I never made such a statement. 
.The statement I made was that the parliamentary 
plans were laid upon the table of the House before 
I left office. 

The 1\II:NISTEH ]'OR WORKS : The 
hon. g-entleman must have been hum bug-ging his 
audience when he told them that. He knew 
perfectly well that tenders could not be called for 
until working ph>ns were prepared. He knew 
that ftll the quantities must be calculated before 
we call for tenders. If the hon. gentlenmn said 
that the parliamentary plans were completed be
fore he left office, I will not contradict him. 

'rhe HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: That is 
the statement you did contradict. 

The :VliNISTER ]'OH WORKS : The hon. 
g-entleman wished to deceive the people of 
Bundaberg-, as he knew that tenders could not 
be called for until the working- plans were 
ready. I can assure the hon. g-entleman that my 
authority is correct with reg-ard to the matter. 
At all events the party who told me wae present 
when the arrangen1ent took place. I have no 
desire to slander anyone or to say anything that 
would be injurious, but the fact is that it was 
stated to me, and I believe it can be veri
fied, that an arrangement was made by the con
tractors that a certain sum of money 8houlcl be 
given to them, and that one was to g-et the con
tract for the work. I presume it was on the 
condition that the tende1· W[cs accepted. 

The Ho~. J. :VI. 1\1,\CIWSSAN: Is that in 
connection with the Stanthorpe line ? 

The MI~ISTJm ]'OH WORKS: Yes. 1 
have yet to understand where there was anything
wrong in rny n1aking the arrangernent I did with 
Mr. Bashford for the reduction of his tender. 
All the other tenders were cancelled; lYir. 
13ashford was the lowest tenderer for the exten
sion from Stanthorpe to the border, l.Lnd he cmne 
and asked me wlmt I intended to do. I told 
him I intended that the Government should 
carry out the work, because I was perfectly sati,;
fiecl that it could be done for the estimate of the 
Chief J£ngineer. 

The HoN. ,T. M. MACROSSAN: What was 
his estimate ? Can you tell ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think it 
was £133,000. 

:\Ir. NORTON: What was the contract 
price? 

The MI~ISTER ]'OR WORKS : I do not 
remember it. I have not g-ot the papers here; 
but I know this much, that Mr. 13ashford has got 
a very good tender. 
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HoxouRABLE 1IE~rBERS on the Opposition 
Benches : Hear, hear ! 

The HoN. Sm '1'. MciLWRAI'rH: That is 
what I told you last night. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then why 
blame me for doing it? It is impo,,sible to know 
what the hon. gentleman means. He says I ha Ye 
done wrong-that I had no business to enter into 
an arrangement with i\fr. Bashford for a reduc
tion of £5,000 in his tender, and then he says 
he knows that he has got a good con tract. 

The Hox Sm. T. i\foiL WRAITH: I am sorry 
that you do not see the point, and at the same 
time are Minister for ·works. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS : I cannot 
see any point at all. Perhaps the hon. gentle
man would have liked me to accept the tender 
for £5,000 more. It seems a most extraordinary 
thing that I should be called a bad l\Iinister be
cause I have succeeded in reducing a tender by 
£5,000. However, I have done it, am! I think 
I have clone a very good thing. \Vith regard to 
th_e. ~pee~h itself, hon. members opposite have 
cntw1sed It; but altogether, there is not much to 
find fault with in it. I think, myself, that on the 
whole it is a very fair speech-that it is one of 
the most intelligible speeches that has ever been 
introduced into this House. Speech eo, as " rule, 
are in tender! to mystify; but this is entirely 
different. It shows clearly and distinctly what 
the intentions of the Go¥ernment are, and I 
presume that hon. members are pretty well satisfie< l 
with it. I presume that we will get through 
this debate to-night. I do not think there i"l 
much more to be said on the subject. However, 
if hon. members have anything further to say, I 
shall be very glad to listen to them. 

::\lr. NOR TON said: Mr. Speaker,-iYiy huu. 
friend, the member for Balonne, was pretty 
rough just now with regar-d to the Minister for 
\Vorks and deputations. I do not intend to say 
how far his remarks are justified, but I can say 
for myself that on several occasions on which I 
have had to wait upon the hon. gentleman with 
deputations, or personally, I have always been 
received with the g-reatest courtesy. I wish to 
say that, and to make a point of it, bec,mse it i . ., 
not the first time I have heard similar renmrks 
upon the subject. I have heard others say the 
same thing, and therefore I, forrny part,feel b'omul 
to express the satisfaction I have always felt iu 
having received that courtesy from the hon. 
gentleman which everybody who goes to ,,ee a 
Minister is entitled to receive from him. There 
is one matter with reg<-,rd to these cattle rates 
that I confess I do not quite understand. The 
old rates were in force at the time the late 
Government went out of office. The hon. the 
Minister for ·works thought that the price 
charged was not such as it ought to be, and that 
the department was actually losing by carrying 
cattle at those rates, and he therefore felt justi
fied in raising· them. He was perfectly justified 
in doing so if he thought prcJper, and he did raise 
them. But having raised them, and h,wing 
justified himself for so doing, he has not made it 
clear why he should now turn round and reduce 
them. That is where the point comes in, and 
the hon. gentleman's remarks have thrown no 
light whatever upon the subject. In fact, we 
stand in exactly the same position now tha.t 
we were in before the hon. gentleman 
got up to sveak at all. \V e simply know 
what we have known all along- that the 
rates were raised, and have since been re
duced. We do not know why they have been 
reduced any more than we did half-an-hour ago. It 
strikes me that the hon. gentleman's acti<m with 
regard to that matter has been something like 
the action of the New South \Vales Government, 
which I saw referred to in the Sydney papers 

to-day in connection with the tramway rates. 
The rates charged on the tram ways in Sydney 
from the very fimt were low, and when the 
Govennnent began running the tra,rnvvays out
side the town where there was less population, 
and consequently less traffic, they fonnd that they 
were losing very considerably-that instead of 
receiving a larger dividend at the end of the year 
than they had been receiving previously, they 
were actually running them at a loss. In 
order to remedy that 'they raised the rates just 
as the hon. gentleman raised the cattle rates, and 
the result has been exactly what has been done 
here. They fonnd that at the end of the year, or, 
at any rate, after a few months, that instead of 
the higher rates increasing their revenue, they 
were sustaining a loss, and they had to reduce 
them to what they "·ere previously ; or at any 
rate very considerably. The hon. gentleman is 
in exactly the same position with regard 
to these cattle rates. I must now say a few 
words with regard to the tenders for the 
Stanthorpe line. I heard exactly w~at 
the hon. gentleman told us to-night With 
reo-ard to a con::;piracy a1nongst the con
tr~ctors here, when tenders were first invited for 
the construction of that line. Before the matter 
was made public I heard that that had been done, 
ttncl I heard also that the h<m. the Minister for 
\Vorb had decided to call for tenders in the 
other colonies. I did not then know whether 
my information was reliable or not, but it turned 
out to be correct. Tenders were invited in the 
other colonies because the contractors here had 
tried to take advantage of the Government, 
because being a limited number they were able to 
arrange a.mong then1sel ves as to the J Jrice that 
o;hould be tendered, and the successful tenderer 
was to give something to the others who did not 
get the contract. That was my information. I 
«ive it for what it is worth-it may be true or 
it may not. "\.t any r,tte it appears that con
tractors in Victoria and the other colonies were 
invited to come here and tender for onr lines. 
The result w"'s that some came from Victoria
I do not know whether any came from the 
other colonies - but '"t any rate we lmd 
several contractors from the other colonies 
repre~enterl here, as well as onr own. 
\Vas it fair to those men, when their tenders 
were put in and the whole of them had. been 
rejected, that a contractor here shoul~ be ~mgled 
out and a contract privately made with hnn .for 
tL few thousand pounds lower? I do not thmk 
the hon. gentleman intended anything dishonour
able ; I give hiln credit for acting as he thonQht 
hest; but I do not see the advantage of callmg 
for telHlers, if after tendel'ing an arru.ngeruent iH 
to be made with a private contmctor. If the 
tenders were found ineligible it would have been 
only fair to the men who tendered from the <:ther 
colonies, and who must have been put to consider
able expense in doing so, that they also should 
luwe been permitted to send in fresh tenders as 
well as the one who got the contract here. If 
that lmd been done there could have been no 
cause of complaint. One of those contractors
although I do not think I should place too much 
relian~e on his statement-wrote to the papers 
expressing his indignation at the WitY in which 
they had been treated, and pointing out that it 
was not prolmble that in future tenderers would 
come from othgr colonie,; to offer their services 
for carrying out our public works. I do. n'!t 
know whether that is correct or not, but It IS 
very discouraging to men, after they have been 
at the trouble and expense of coming here and 
inspecting the work that had to be done, and 
waiting here sorne two or three weekH, and ha.ve 
had all the anxiety of making their financial 
arrangements, and so forth, to find their tenders 
rejected and a private contract immediately 
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enteretl into. I do not know who the gentlemen 
were who in the first iusttcncc tendered for this 
:Stanthorpe line, but I should like to know 
whether this gentleman who now has the con
tract wtcs one of them. 

The MINISTER :FOH WOUKS: I do not 
know whether he wtcs or not. 

Mr. NORTON: I am sorry for that, because 
from information I htcve received, tend which I 
think is reliable, this very gentleman who now 
has the contract--who ha<l a private contract 
made with him after the whole of the tenders had 
been rejected a seconrl time-was one of those 
whom the ::\linister for IVorks described a few 
1non1ent8 ag·o as n. "bttnd of conspirators." If 
that is so, surely the discouragement to other 
men to come here is still worse than it woul<l 
have been under ordinary circumsbnces. The 
misttcke made by the hem. gentlemtcn was in not 
allowing the whole of the tenderers to send in 
fresh tenders. Then there would htcve been no 
cause of cmnplaint an1ong then1, whoever got the 
contract. :For rr1y own part 1 regret very 1nucb 
that the Minister for IV orks, in trying, ac, I 
believe, to do what he thought best, has made 
what I think will turn out to be a very expensive 
mistake to the colony by and by. I cannot say 
I was very much surprised at the mtcnner in 
which that contract was given. It is not the 
only contract that htcs been dealt with after 
tenders have been called in the proper way. The 
Colonittl Treaourer dealt in that way with "very 
important contract. He called for tenders not 
very long since for a dredge and some punts. 
'fwo scpamtetenders were invited, and there were 
two tenderers for the \\tork. Jfor :-~mne rea:;on be:.:;t 
known to the Colonial Treasurer, and I believe 
to nobody else, although one of those tenderero 
was the lowest for both works, a private arrange
ment was made by which one tenderer got the 
dredge and the other the punts. Some people 
ctcll that manipulating tcnderers. 

The PRl~J\IIER : The lowest tenderer got the 
contract in each cat~e. 

J\Ir. NOR TON: I am glad to hear it, bec:ume 
we were informed that one firm was the lowest 
tendPrer for lJoth. I do not ,;a.y that is correct, 
because l have never seen the papers, but the 
statement was made that the lowest tenderer 
was 1nacle the highest because one agreed to 
deliver his work in J\Iaryhorough and the other 
in Brisbane, and the cost of conveying it to 
J\Iaryborough was added to the estimate, tlms 
rm,king it the hi~·her of the two. Such, tct all 
events, was what nppeared in the newspapers at 
the time, and I have never heard it contradicted. 
Even the J\lini,ter fnr \Yorks is not quite blame
less with regard to previous contracts. Shortly 
after the Government came into office an 
informal tender was accepted for a large amount 
of public work with a company which wu.o 
actually not in exi~;tence at the time the 
tender was l'ent in. IVhat is called a fishing 
tender was sent in. On other occasions, so 
particular is the \Vorks Department with reganl 
to accepting tenders, a cheque can be objected 
to instead of a tenderer's cash being lodged in 
the Lank; and yet here was a comptcny :which 
had no existence until after the contract was 
entered into. The Minister for \Vorks told no 
that his idea of conducting railways was to con
duct them on commercial principles. IVe have 
only to look at the published returns of the 
'fretcsury which appeared, I think, last Satur
day to see what those commercial principles 
result in. The increased revenue from our rail
ways last year was £81 ,SU2, while the increased 
expenditure upon them was £188,074, the dif
ference being £10G,OOO. That is the hon. gentle
tnan's idea of conducting ra.il'"-<-ty~ on co1n~ 
mercitcl principles. Although this increased 

revenue was only £81,892, the Colonial Treasurer, 
when he made his financinl statement last 
year, estimated the increased receipts for 
the year just ended at over £122,000. The 
'rreasurer, in hi~ written Budget Rpeech, congra
tulated the country that the drought was at an 
end. 

The COLONIAL THEASURER: No; I 
expressed a hope that the drought would speedily 
terminate, but never said it had ended. 

J\Ir. 1'\0HTON: If I had time I could point 
out to the hon. gentleman when he said it. Does 
the h<m. gentleman forget that I introduced a 
deputtction from G ladstone, who asked that the 
Government would assist them in supplying the 
town with water, and that when he said the 
drought WCLs over I reminded him of the fact 
thctt the gentlemen who waited upon him had 
come all the way from Gladstone to Brisbane, 
simply because the town tanb were emrJty. If 
the drought had been at an end at the time 
the hon. gentleman mctde his estimate><, there 
would have been some ground for expecting 
the increase looked for in the railway revenue, 
!:ut, under the circumstances, there was not the 
slightest reason fo1· expecting it. There was 
nothing whatever in the circumstances of the 
colonv to indim,te that the rev en ne could by any 
possibility be increased to the extent of £122,000. 
I am now referring to the revenue of the whole 
railway system. One railway returned very 
1nuch Juore tha..n the hon. gentlernan estilna.ted, 
but others returned very much less. The total 
increa..se, according to hi::; calculations, should 
have been £122,000, whereas it was only £il1,000. 
Can facts speak more plainly than this'? \Ve 
knew at the time, as was pointed out to the 
lwn. gentleman, that the increase in the railway 
revenue at that time was owing to causes \vhich 
1vere abnorn1al, a,nd that these causes were ceas
ing to operate to the same extent as they had done 
}Jreviously. It was apparent to anybody who 
paid the slightest attention to the subject that it 
was absolutely impossible for <ony one who seri
ously considered the matter to bil to see that 
the l'ailways could not possibly return what w"'s 
expected from them by the Colonial Treasurer. 
If it had not been for the mistake made by the 
hon. gentleman in his estimates of Customs 
receipts, he would h'we been in a much worse 
position than he is at present. He over
estimated the revenue from rail ways and under
estimated the revenue from Customs. He 
calculated that the increccse from the latter 
wurce would be £G3,000, whereas it amounted to 
£70,000. I hnve alluded to this matter simply to 
show that the hon. member in nmkiug his esti · 
nuttes \Vas just aB incorrect in hi.s calculations 
respecting Cu;.;tmnr:; receipts as he vva.s "\Vith 
regn,rd to reveuue frmn railway;:;. The result of 
these combined miotakes has put him in a very 
much better position than he would otherwi~;e 
h,we been in. He told us just now, that the 
colm'ly was in a prosperous condition, 
!Jut I think he afterwards explained 
that away by saying that the germ of prosperity 
existed now, but it wtcs retarded uy the severe 
drought of the last few years. IV ell, can any 
one fairly cbirn that the colony is in a pro•;perous 
condition when men, outside the town of Bris
bane, are subjected tu enornwus losses in con~ 
sequence of these three dry seasons. Visit any 
part. of the colony you may, and you will find, 
north and south in every direction, numbers of 
men who have lost everything they possess, some 
who have lo,thalf their property, and that all wlw 
htcve much stake in the country are gretct losers. 
Can the hon. gentleman deny that, :md can he 
tcttempt to say that the colony is now in a 
pro:-:;pe1·ons cunllition? I do not rnea.n to say 
that the culony may not recuver in the com·oe of 
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time when good seasons come round, 'md when 
the hon. gentlen1en oppntlite are out of office ; 
but as long as they rem:cin there I have no doubt 
that the ,;ame thing will ha)'pen as when they 
were in before. They invariably eon1n1encP with 
a large surplw:; and go out with a large derieit. 
The hon. member ha,; only to look at hi:; own 
Estirnates to bhow that in those y8ttr:-3 \Vhen 
there has been a surpln . ..:; the surplus bas cmn
menced immediately his party went out of otlice. 
The sa1ne thing has happened over and over 
aga.in, and yet the hou. gentlmna.n cmnes for
ward and says it is all owing to the se:te"lns. 
"\V ell, there are not always bad seasons when the 
present party are in power, but there is always 
the same result when they are in ot!ice. They com
Inence in a. t;·ood positiun, and end in a wretchedly 
bad one. l do not intend to say anything· mm:e 
upon that subject, but there is one untttel' I 
wish to 1nake a few rmnarks upon-the cp1estion 
of the late loan. The Treasurer ""Y' that he 
hoves the gentlemen connected with this side of 
the House had nothing to de> with thucm letters 
appe:.tdng in the J~ng1ish lH-tJ>el'S ,vjth the 
object of damaging the credit of the colony. 
The hon. gentleman di<l not ,top there. He 
deliberately charger! 'omeune, u,ncl he state<! 
that he wu,s certain those letters were all 
written with the same purpose of dmnaging the 
Government. It was not simply to depreciltte 
the price of the loan for the pnr]Jose of buying at 
a lower mte. Kow, what justification Wlts them 
for that? The hon. member read us " nmss of 
letters which he had cut out of English pctpen; 
to the smne effect, and becau;;e those papers puh
lished the letter;; he had the hanlihood, o.s the 
J'remier had done before. to lllake deliberate 
statements thctt he believed the politic<ll enemies 
of the Government in this colonv had been 
connected with that matter. \"\~ell, l call 
that a dil'ect ineinuation, and I only regret 
that a gentleman like the Trmtsurer ;;hould 
have had ltnything to do with it. I do not 
think the hon. gentleman did us ju,tice on 
this side when he insinnated for one moment 
that he coul<l belieYe that we had anything· to do 
\Vith contellliJtible and di~repntab1e tranr-mction~ 
like that. I think there is an irulicatiun here of 
what may have led to the inHertion of those 
letters. I would point out that, on the Hith 
J\Iny, after the loan had been placed, the 'l'iJJu s 
referred to the subject, pointing out the down
ward tendency of the money market, and it con
clude<l the paragraph by "'"YiJJg that "short 
lnonoy cannot Le che;qJer than it now is. ' 1 

The whole of the IJanLgnt-ph gue~:; to sh<nv the 
state uf the market a,t tlmt time. It was not 
greatly affected by that telegram which wa" 
sent home to London. There is nothing in fact 
to show tluct a reduction was caused by tlmt, 
because a day or two before the 'l'iiJlcs refers to 
the sale of the Victorian loan, >md it also refers 
to the Russian scare. This is what it sa vs with 
regard to ltm-3sian bondB :- " 

"Xo ono placccl much faith in the ~tory jn~t men~ 
Honed, but. in tllc pre~ent condition of most of the 
markets, the aecounts for the faJI having been Inuelt 
reduced, while prices have risen matenally c:lu1·inp: the 
pa~t fortnight, almo.st an.) report of an unfavourable 
tenor sufticcs to protluce a dGcliuc. Russian "tocl\ of 
1::573 showed no change, the 'bear' aeeount in this 
SCC'nrity being so large that every si ight relapse in pric~c 
brings in bnyers, bnt it closed below the highest pmnt 
rcaehed to-day." 

Now, I wonder if the Colonial Trea:;nrer under
stands what that me,<tns? Does the hon. gentle
man think for one moment that the gentlemen 
who reoort to disreputable devices ctt home wonl<l 
not take ad vantage of his speech in order to 
reduce the vaJue of our seclnities m; well a~ 
others? ])owe not know that it is constanth' 
done~ "\Ve cm1 lmrdly take np a fimtncial p:.tpe;· 
without finding some reference to these attempts 

to reduce the value uf stock, aml why Hlwnld 
tho~e people not ha.ve been operating in this e~tse 
m; well as the political enemies of the Govern
lllCnt? \Yhy, the Tru.:t::;nrer hir11self g::tvt thern 
the oppol'tnnity of taking advantage of our posi
tion bv the unwise ~tatnlnent~ he Ult:tc1<'. The 
hou. member attem ptecl to defend him:;clftn-nig·ht. 
Does he ren1mnber what took pl:.wo inK ew South 
\Vale:::; a few yea,rs ago when nwney wati so plenti
ful-when the bank,;, who held large Government 
deposits, aclvttneed money to people in the country 
on the strength_of having th<l.Se l:1rge dO]IOslt~? 
Bnt when the Uoverurnent eau1e to require the 
money, wlmt was the effect? The people were 
placed under the screw and hml to suffer. The 
conRequence was financial ruin to hundreds ; :1nd 
tlmt will be the effect of the proposed action of 
the Trcltsurer. The Government here nmst 
require tha,t nwney nt smue tirne, nnd the exact 
result tlmt ensued inN ew South IV ales must neces
sarily follow here, and the effect the hon. member 
wishc:; to pr•Jduee will be absolutely oYerturned. 
The Treasmer :clso referred to the price lJronght 
Ly the loan W3 being ~<tti;;fn,ctory ; but let w; 
cnm]mre it with the prices of other securities 
sold about the same time. K ew Zealand floated 
a loan of £1,WO,OOO; the amount tendered was 
£li,800,000; there were 800 tenderers, and the 
avemcce price was £100 Gs. 2d. South ~\us
tmlia~ which at the pre,ent time ha,s a deficit 
of £700,000, floated " lmm of £1,500,000, the 
amount tendered being £:1,800,000; there were 
537 tenderer,.;, and the price realised was £100 
So. llcl. Victoria mised a £4,000,000 lmm; 
the amount tendered was £11, 4fln,OOO ; there 
we1·e 1,1G:l tenderers, and the average price was 
£100 1:1s. \l<l. llucensland flmLted a £2,500,000 
loan; the amount tendered was £:),37:>,000; the 
nurnber of tenderen; lJeing 333, a,nd the average 
price £97 1\Js. 4Ll. "\Vhat wa,; there to account 
for such a low price? According to the hon. 
gentlen1an opposite, it \Vas cau::;ed by an 
attempt to damage the reputation of the colony 
and injure the Uovcrnment. At the time the 
late Governn1ent went out of office, Noveru
ber 17, 18ti3, the price of New Zeabnd 
-!per cent. debenture>' quoteLl by the Ecu1wmi,,t 
was-buyers £100, sellers £101 ; (~neenshml, not 
inscribed at that time, buyers £100 10.-;., sellers 
£101 10s.; South Austr::tlia, buyers £\JU 10s., 
sellers £100 10.'. At that time South Australian 
debentures were 1 per cent. lower than those of 
queensland, and K ew Zettland were ~ pGr cent. 
lowel'; but at the present time queensland 
debentures are about 2~ per cent. less than the 
others. Tlmt is one of the effects either of the 
uutnagenlCnt of the Goverr,pnent or of the Llrought, 
or else it i~ a. com3equence of tiornething not yet 
disclosed. Can the hon. member, in the face of 
those figures, sny that the colony of (luecnslaml 
is as prosperous as he said it was? lf so, why 
are its debentures in the London market so n:uoh 
lower than they \V ere two yean; ago"!. I need 
say nothing nH>re on the subject, for the J~lo:iu 
figures teli a stronger tale without the adchtwn 
of further remarks. There is not a groat deal in 
the Uovernor's ::l)Jeech; but I may say a word 
or tvvo \Vith regar\1 to the islandert:: returned 
to New Guinea. I think the Governn1ent, 
having hmtrd the re]JOrts circulated in regard tu 
those iHlanders, \V ere bound to nwke smue inquiry, 
though ldonot profess tu believe that the Commis
sion \vlLS properly constituted. The Premier has 
said so much in comlemnetion of the payment of 
members of this House for work clone for the 
Governn1ent, thttt it is uHele~:;,s for n1e to argue 
the matter now. I simply say that a member 
of this House should not have been appointed; 
nor do I think that l\h. l\:lilman ought to have 
been appointed ; but I do think that the 
report hltving Leen received--whether the Com
miosiun was properly appointed or not-and the 
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(}oycrnmcut believing that report to be justified 
lJy the evidence, they were bound to send 
the ishtnders back ; but I do not ]Jelieve in 
the a\Jc;urd expense to which they lmve gone in 
returning the1n, nor can I 'ay that I agree with 
the report itself, hec,mse hitherto I have not haLl 
time to look into the \vhole of the evirlence. 
\Vhile on this question I may point out that 
though the report has been in print for 
more thana month it has not yet been circulated 
amongst hon. 1nen1berR. Other report:;:; \vere 
laid on the .table yesterday ; but in spite of the 
unclerstandmg come to some years ago that all 
reports should be circulated amongst hon. m ern
bers as soon as printed, instead of holding them 
over till the meeting of Parliament, this report 
has been kept back, and now members are in
vited to discuss D matter on which they lmve no 
information. I think this action should he re
ferred to in the plaine:;t terms, because it is a 
n1atter nf con1n1on sense that when reportR are 
printed member:; should firRt get them. Instead 
of that they a,re sent to the pcpers, and generally 
published without the evidence, so that what is 
published is of little or no value. It is the duty 
of the Government, whatever party may be in 
po\ver, as soon as important papers are i:-;sued 
from the Government Printing Office to let hem. 
members ha Ye them so that they may read them 
at leioure in their homes without the excitement 
of politics to trouble them. I regret that this 
has not been done, particularly in the case of 
the report of tbl recent Commis;ion. I believe 
I am justified in ~nying, with regard to regu
ln,tions is:;ued from time to time and with
clrawn, that the Gon:rnment ought to be in a 
position to see that they have evidence to justify 
the1n in frmning regutations before those regula
tions are published; yet in almost every in
stance the regulation:; which have been published 
have had to be withdrawn. Such wa:; the case 
with the timber regulations; the reguhttiom 
with l'egard to overtirne ; and in regan_1 to gold 
mines, the l"YiiniHter for \Vorks listened to rea"' m 
after he had decided th;ct help dwnld be given to 
a certain class in the matter of deep-einking
he afterwards armngecl that assistccnce Hhould be 
given to all golclfiele!H where :-rr . .Tack recom
menclce1 help :;honld be g-iven. The same thing 
hccs happened in every case-the Government 
have framccl regulations, objection has been 
taken to them; they have then been withdrawn, 
nnd other regulations framed to take their place. 
\Vith reg-ard to the Timber llegulations, I do nut 
think they are eatisfactory now. There io a 
royalty charged on pine, cedm·, and hardwoocl. 
Now, every buslmmn has his ideas of what hard
wood is, but I venture to ec<y that if a number of 
pieces of timber were put before any one of these 
com1_nissioner:; he could not say whet her any 
particular one was harclwoocl or not. lT ncler 
those circumstances how ' can any ecrnitable 
armngement be made with the timber-getters? 
In K ew South \Vales I helieYe that in each dis
trict a certain royalty is fixed for each epocies 
of timber, and in settling the amount of 
the royalty re::;ard is had to the distance 
of the district from port. If it is far 
away among the mountains the royalty would 
be less than if it were near the river;. There 
everyone knows what royalty each timber lwctrs, 
and can see what he is about ; but under our 
arrangement a man may go into the hush and 
cut what he does not SU]Jpose to be hardwood, 
and then, when the comtnissioner con1es along, 
he is charged a royalty on it. I do not intend to 
enlarge upon that subject now. I believe the 
Government have the power to impose that 
royalty, and I believe that after the regulations 
have lain on the table a certain time the House 
has the power to reject them or not as it please,;. 
I hope that before many day:; are u ver some 

further notice will be taken of the matter. There 
were some more matter:; I intended to touch 
npnn, but as tho hour iR growing la,te and other 
mmnbers Llesire to H}'e:tk, I :;hall Jmotpone my 
remarks till a fntm·e date. 

The "\IIXIS'TER FOR LA~DS said : J\Ir. 
Spe3,ker,-The hon. gentleman who has just 
spoken hrrs confined himself almost oxclusi vely 
to subjects with which I am not conversant, 
with the exception of the Tirn her Regulations ; 
and perhaps he has shown some wie;dom in 
abstaining fro1n discussing a rnatter which the 
n1orc ingeniuus and skilful sophisterR arnong his 
colleague':> have not succeeded in rnaking a. very 
offectiYe attack upon-I metm the Land Act. 
Possibly his recent brilliant denunciations of the 
Government at Glad:;tone may have exhau:;tedhi~ 
critical powers upon that subject, or pos:;ibly the 
reception he met with there has not encouraged 
hiln to repeat thmn again here. There is nothing 
in the hem. gentleman's speech which has not 
been muply dealt. with by preYions speakers on 
thi:; :;ide of the House. Going back to the 
remark:; of the hon. member for Balonne, he 
objected so indignantly to what fell from the 
Premier ~n,,,t night with reference to tho,;e 
letters in the English papers that it must have 
giYen the impression that he himself was one of 
the men pointed at in the denunciation of the 
Premier. There was no one in the House 
referred to particularly in the remarks of 
the Premier ; he simply exvressed the hope 
that there was no one in the House capable 
of such an atrocity. The hon. member 
seen1ed to think those rmnark.:f; We1~8 specially 
directed against him. Is that the result of a 
guilty conoccience? It looks remarkably like it, 
and the impression left on me was that the bun. 
gentleman '' cloth protest too much." I think he 
had better have left it for others to assume 
whether he was likely to be guilty of such con
dnct or not. The hon. member said I was the 
father of the yellow pamphlet. l do not know 
what constitute:; paternity; but I should lmve 
been very proud indeed to be ;cble to pen such 
an effective pamphlet, and one that had so much 
to clo with the ultimate defeat of that trans
continental railway scheme. \Vben it first 
appeared there was one part of it with which I 
clirl not entirely agree ; I thought it was 
too personal to the character of one of the 
grec,t advocates of tlmt scheme; but subsequent 
remarks m,cde by that hon. gentleman have 
assured me that everything in that 1mmphlet was 
thoroughly well deserved. I say eo bcca'!Se the 
hon. gentleman who brought forward that 
scheme said in the House that men who had 
brou:;ht forward similar scheme" in other parts of 
the world-not:o bly in America-were the true 
heroes of c'vilisation. 1 maintain that men of 
that kind are little better than beasts of prey. I 
am sm·t-y the hon. mcm!Jer for Towns,,ille is not 
now here, because he pretends to kno\v smne
thing of the results of the system in America. 
Anybody cmwersant with the practical working of 
the land-grant railway sy,tem in America must 
know perfectly well that those men tyrannisecl to 
a fearful extent over the people who occupiecl the 
land they got for the constrnction of those lineR, 
and that they canied on that system of tyranny 
and opprm;t;ion from one genera.tion to another till 
even now the country lms not got rid of the dire 
results. Nothing was able to stop the course of 
settlement in America, hut it went on under 
very adver:;e circumstances; and those men who 
have been lauded for their method of carrying 
out these schemes. how >u·e thev remembered now'? 
Simply by endow'ments to libraries or charitable 
in~titutions, or in HOine ca~es to churches. _A_fter a 
lifetime spent in plunder and oppression, their last 
act is to sacrifice to God of the devil's winnings. 
The hon. member for Bttlonne accuses me of being 
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vi.ndictive and malevolent, and why? He asserts, 
Without any knowledge whatever, that I induced 
the Premier to appoint as police magitltrate at 
Townsville a 1nan \Vho ha~ been eighteen or 
twenty years n police nutgistr;:t.te in qneensland, 
or conneeted with the police force, to dispossess 
a n1an I never ~a'v or r;ven know by nmne. 
'ro say that is simply an absurdity. Becaw;e he 
happens to have married a cousin of lnine--

Mr. iYIOREHJ~AD : He punched your 
brother. 

The MIKISTJUt }'OH LAKDS: He tl'ie<l 
to do so. 

:\fr. STEVENSON: He diditmosteffectua1ly. 
The ?IIINIST.EE }'OH LANDS: If I had 

been there I would have tnken care that my 
brother stuck to him till he got more than he 
wanted. TherP were circnnu;tance8 connected 
with that in which Mr. Henry never got his 
deserts. He managed to exercise influence that 
inducer! the Government to dismiss my brother 
from the Commission of the Peace, It W>t,s 
simply in consequence of an outmgeous attack 
made by :Mr. Henry from the bench upon 
my brother, who resented it off the bench. 
:However, to s:1y tlmt I should httve been 
mfluenced by any vindictive or malevolent 
moti.ves in g:tti1_1g· l\1r. Henry ttppointed police 
Inagistrate m :•muply too a.bsurd. rfhe hon. 
gentlem~Ln referred tu Hon1e other circuin.'::ltances, 
and if he had gone into them they would have 
shown the real cause why he wished to attribute 
malevolent and vindicti vemoti ves tu me. I wish he 
lu1d gone into thmn and given 1118 an ovportunity 
of letting the House know wlutt I hav·e don'e 
in the matter. In th:1t ca'e the hem. gentleman 
woulcl have got :1n exposure which he is not pre
pared for, and when he does bring those m:1tters 
up he will get it-and not he alone, but a good 
many other hon. members in this House. 'J'he 
hn!1.. gentlen1an referred neither to n1y action as 
2\Inuster for Lands, nor to any other m:1tter in 
connection with the administration of the Lamh; 
Dep<ertrnent, except so far ""the Timber Heguln
twns were concerned. \Vhat he said then was unlv 
<ere-echo ofwh:1thad been said by each hon.ueutle
man who preceded him. l:'erlmpH I h:1d bett~r deal 
with that ''t once. He wi,;hed to know whY I 
hnd not stud< to the rate of royalty fixed by 'the 
first regulatwns. \V ell, I mn quite prepared t,, 
ttdmit that the Timber H.egubtions are very 
difficult to dettl with. They have been too 
much for tt good many Governments that pre
cedell us. The royalty was shown to be too 
high by. tho.se i_nterested in it, after n good 
de<el of mfonmctwu lmd been collected. This 
infommtion could only ]Je collected after the 
regulations can10 out, 'af.:i it \Vat:J only then that 
nwn \vould con1e forv.,ard to protetlt against 
them, and bring forward :1rguments to show 
that the royal tic' were too much for them. The 
Governrne_nt then c~msented to reduce the royalty 
on two kmds of t1mber. 'fhe hon. gentleman 
and those who preceded lmu seemed to have 
forgotten that they a' :1 GoYernment also 
attempted to impose a duty on cedar exporte<1 
from the country of ;cbout 12s. per hundred, 
and as soon as the umtter began to be discussed 
they reduced it from 12s. to 2s. I believe that 
was the w<ey of the thing. 

The HoN. Sm '1'. MciLWHAITH: Ne, it 
\Vas uot. 

The MINISTEH }'OR LANDS : It was 
very near it, ttt ttll events. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL\VlLUTH: Xear 
enough ft1r you. 

The MI::\'ISTER FOR LA::'\llS: \Yhen thb 
GoYernment came into otlice the export duty was 
2s., >tnd I behev-e the duty w:1,; rednccd to that 
at the time when the objection was first raised. 

The hon. member for Townsville was perlm]Js 
the only one who mttde a distinct and definite 
statement cf his objections to the Land Act and 
its operations. There wtts nothing in those 
stcotements but whnt we heard over and over 
again during the p:1ssage of the Bill, but tts those 
cnticismtl aSGmned a definite form I will answer 
them as well as I can. The hon. member said 
that the effect of the Lttnd Act would be that 
the whole of the leased country would pa"s 
into the hands of the present lessees and 
the snm!Ier graziers-in the one instance 
for fifteen years, ttnd in the other thirty 
years-practically shutting out all settlement. 
How he can arrive at any such conclusion as tlmt 
I cert:1inly cannot conceive, because one-lmlf of 
the lttnd will be used-not for gmzing purposes, 
bnt for agricultural or >my other form of settle
ment for which it is fitted--different sized grazing 
areas, different sized agricultural :1reas-it meet" 
every possible wctnt throughout the colony ttnd 
on different terms of occuptttion. I can under
stand what the hon. gentleman is driving at. He 
thinks the nld system of things is infinitely better 
than ttn~·thing that can be put in place of it. But 
while the hon. gentleman t:1lb of liberality in 
le:1seholc!s, and the method of dealing with things 
in America, he must remember thttt he was a 
ruen1ber of a Goverrnuent 'vho gave no chance of 
settlement outside cert<ein areas; who would 
nut allow, in grazing areas, the anwunt 
of land to be taken up to be increased 
beyoml1,280:1cres. Every man knows that it is ttb
solutely worth!e&S to any ocuup:1nt of such ]all(] to 
be restricted to 1,280 acres. And as long as it wets 
restricted, the present lessee wtts likely tu hold 
ont for all time. Then he attacked violently the 
method of compensation which was proposed to 
be given under that Act. Th<et is the very 
principle upon which the Government act. It 
is a principle th:1t is just in ttll its bearings-;
that the work of a man's h:1nds should be hJS 
against all the world. It is "' recognised right 
now -· wherever there are rights - that the 
occujmnt of land shall be entitled to the value 
of his improvements, no m:1tter who the 
possessor of the bnd mtty be, whether 
an individual Jandlonl or the State. Those 
who come in afterwards ttre certainly entitled 
to pay for the v"lue of those impnwements 
which represent the money they >tre supposed to 
bring to the bte occupant or ten:1nt. I maintain 
tbat this is a principle that ought to be recog
nised anywhere and ev·erywhere. It is a prin
ciple for which they me contending in every 
country in Europe, and it is the principle that is 
now being worked out to do justice tu the tenants 
in Ireland where there h:1s ]Jeen so much conten
tion. It is the first move in the right direction, 
:1nd it is a principle tlmt the State is equally 
bound to obsene here. The hon. gentlemttn 
ttl,;o s:1id that the value of these improvements 
would ttbsolutely prohibit the re-occupation of this 
country at any future time. Can it be ttssumed th:1t 
the occupttnts of these lttnds who put the improve
ments upon them should not be repaid wh<et 
they spent for the purpose of working the 
country? That is ttn absurd idea for anybody to 
advance. The value of these improvements will 
be certainly the g,tme to anybody \vho comes 
:1fterwttrds, no matter who or what they may be; 
whether the impr<lvements ttre represented by 
water conservation or by fencing, they are equally 
applicable to the conditions under which th<et 
land is held. That rntty not mtty be the hon. 
gentleman's opinion, but it is mine. 

Mr. MOHEHK·\D : And that of course is the 
opinion of the whole world. 

The MTNISTEH FOH LANDS : And it will 
be effective for :1 time. I do not know that 
there is :1nything else ill the hon. gentlem:1n's 
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contention except one point, and that is that for 
the time that these leaseholders, or the present 
leaseholders, get an indefeasible lease for 15 
years, they would be aboolutely in occupation of 
that country. How can that be assumed? Can 
the land be \mrth nothing when it passes out of 
his hands? He has no legal claim upon it, and when 
his tin1e is up it reverts to its origina1 owners to 
be dealt with in the interests of the country. So 
it will be with the larger grazing- areas ; they 
i'l,re in the very same condition. If it is thought 
necessary at the termination of this lease tlutt the 
land should be divided it will be the duty of 
the Government to deal with the land in that 
way. I do not know if it is necessary for me to 
refer to the misrepresentations that have been 
made except for the information of people out
side, and to show the reason why larger quantities 
of land have not been made a,·ailable for settle
ment up to the present time. It must be known 
to everybody who is conversant with the con
dition of things in the country that all the 
land of any value whatever is under lease to the 
people who are already occupying it for stock
raising purposes ; and by the Act all those leases 
upon which rents were being paid are 
still in the hands of certain occupants, 
and are to be dealt with as a portion of the 
whole run or clivision; consequently there is n" 
lane! to deal with, except in some isolated spots 
here and there; and wherever they have been met 
with they have been dealt with as soon as 
possible. Moot land that is available has been 
dealt with up to the vresent time, and a great 
cle:1l of satisfactory settlement has been accom
plished. The higher priced htnd offered to the 
public has been taken up, and the applicants have 
been three and four thick. It cannot be sup
posed that a system such as the new Land 
Act has inaugurated can come in without any 
difficulty. You cannot expect to make a radical 
change of that kind without some delay occur
ring, as was pointed out by the Premier. InN ew 
South \V ales they have had their Act in opera
tion for a 1nuch longer tinw than we have, and 
they have not yet had land in the market, and 
from the very same reason ; but there it seems to 
htwe been unnecessarily delayed. The hon. mem
ber for 'fownsville also referred to the action of 
the X ew South \V ales Government, and to the 
provisions of their Act which ditl not give any 
compensation for improvements. The effect of 
that will be that under that system, in the 
case of grazing areas of 10,000 to 15,000 acres 
and from ten years' to twelve years' leases, by 
allowing for no improvements, there will be pro
duced a class of men who are very well under
stood, h~th there and here too, as "jackaroos." 
They are men who will put no improvements 
of their own on their land, and who will abso
lutely destroy it in its character and work it out 
as quickly as they can, or, before the termination 
of their lease, leaving it in a barren condition. 
They will destroy its grazing qualities, and put 
no improvements upon it. It will have this effect 
socially, that it will produce a class of 
men who are undesirable in the colony ; a•1d 
one of the effects of it has been felt 
in the late free-selection-before-survey laws in 
New South \Vales, when there was no tempta
tion to carry out improvements. The same effect 
would have necessarily followed here, if the 
con1pensa.tion for in1provnnents had not been 
allowed in full. No man will improve the land 
if he can never expect any fair return for it. 
The hon. the leader of the Oppooition, on several 
occasions when speaking of the land, has chopped 
about to all points of the compass-first in one 
direction and then in another, feeling, as it 
were, ·what the tendency of popular feeling \Vas; 
and at the same time portions of the Press
many of them the organs of the late Government, 

which seem to be directed by them, and inspired by 
their wishes and opinions-have been endeavour
ing to mislead the public by the grossest misstate
ments, even uptotlwpresent time. And when the 
hon.gentleman discovered what had been the effect 
of the representations of that portion of the 
Press and also of his own etni~saries in the 
country in n1isle:tding and working upon the 
prejudices of the ig,norant and unthinking por
tion of the people ; when he found that they had 
made a cei·tain effect he took up another line 
and said "vVhy is land not made available for 
the needs of settlement-why don't the Govern
ment bring forward land frn settlement?" If 
he objected to that, sir, why did he not object to 
it when the Bill was passing? He did not 
make that any ground of objection then, 
and he knew perfectly well that there 
must be an interval, between the Act coming into 
operation and its practical working, of s01nething 
like six or eight months. Everyone knew that 
at the time the Act was passed, and the only 
way in which it might have been avoided would 
have been by doing gross injustice to those men 
who were occupying laud under lease, because 
they had sufficient stock to cover it, and if they 
were required to remove it at once without notice 
so that a large amount of htnd could be dealt 
with under the Act, grievous injustice wonld 
have been done therr1. Six Inonths, :1t any rate, 
should be allowed them to enable them to remove 
their stock, because many of them knew tlmt as 
soon as the Act came 'into operation and land 
was thrown open for grazing purposes, it would 
be taken up in large areas very quickly. 
There is certainly one great difficulty to contend 
against in working the _.L\._ct, and the public need 
scarcely be surprised if it occasions even some 
greater delay than has occurred already. That 
difficulty arises from the fact that many parts of 
the country, in consequence cf the dry seasons 
tlmt we have experienced during the last two or 
three vears, have been rendered almost water
less. ·,ro commence operations under this Act 
in such parts of the country where water is so 
scarce will of course be a great difficulty, and I do 
not see how it iR to be overcmne at once-or until 
we have one or bvo good se:umns-sothat"\ve n1ay 
make a fair start. If we once get a fair start 
there will be no further difficulty. If hon. gentle
men opposite wouhl state fairly and honestly 
what are their objections to the operation of the 
Act, they wonld be very different indeed from 
what they have attempted to make the public 
believe, and from what they have uttered in this 
House. It is not because there has been any 
delay in carrying out the Act ; it is not because 
they think it would be a failure ; but because 
they believe it will he a success-a succe's 
in a direction in which they do not wish 
it to be a success. They do not wish 
it to be a success in connection with small 
grazing areas; they do not wi.,h to get twenty 
thousand acre men settling upon the country, 
stocking it, and becorning prosperous. That is 
where the sore point exists-that is where the 
shoe pinches. They know perfectly well that 
the Act is likely to become popular-it is already 
popular in some parts of the conntry; and there 
<We numbers of men, not only in this colony, but 
in the other colonies as well. who are waiting to 
avail themselYes of the opportunities it offers in 
that direction. 

J\Ir. BLACK sa.id: Mr. Speaker,~-!think on 
an occnsion like this, when the House has met 
for a new session, it shonlcl be avniled of by hon. 
members. It gh-es them an opportunity of 
critici~:dng the action of the Govern1nent during 
the recess, and also of offering-and this in a 
friendly way-some suggestions as to the defects 
that have become apparent in past legislation, 
and also any benefits that the Government may 
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erive from what hon. members may have seen 
since we were last together, especially if they 
have taksn the opportunity of travelling 
through different parts of the colony. It 
is only 1mtur::~l tlmt on ::~n occaoion like 
this t'he Government, should in self-defence 
try to make everything n,ppear as hrir;:ht and 
prosperous as they possibly C<tn. \Ve hn,ve 
been told by the hon. the Treflsurer thflt the 
colony is on the high mac! to prosperity. That 
s a very grn,ncl statmnent for any (}overnnlent to 

be n,ble to nuke if they can only convince the 
public that there is any truth in it. There is no 
man in the colony, and certa.inlynot in this House, 
who would be more glad to think that the colony 
is really on the high roar! to pmsperity than I 
should be myself. I may :J.lso S<ty that there ::~re 
very few members in this House who have had 
n1ore npp.ortnuities of judging, during the receRs, 
by extens1 ve tmvel throug·hout the colony whether 
that remark is tru8 or not, and I unhesitatingly 
srty that it is not justified by the condition of 
the country. I :1m sorry to Ha\· that thron<rh
out the diffenmt p:11'ts o( the c<ilony in whicli I 
hn,ve tr::~velled I have seen evident :oig-ns of retro
gTe Hi on. I have not seen the prosperity tlmt 
the Government w exultingly refer to. I have 
seen men in all w::~lks of life unemployed; I 
have seen public works looked to fOI' the mc:J.ns 
of keeping· wlut were formerly prosperous dis
tricts £;oing ; and it iR a had thing for the country 
when thepnl1lic begin to look to the Government to 
find employment for them on the public works of 
the colony. Any comments and criticisms that 
we have h::~d up to the present time during this 
debate hn,ve, I find, been confined to very nn,rrow 
limits-limits immediately round this southern 
corner of the colony, and I propose to go sm11e
what beyond the tmck which has been trodden 
up to the present time. I shall take a much 
1nore oxten8ive vie·w of what the g·enera,l condi
tion of the colony really is. I shall certainly 
not do it in an unfriendly way to the Govern
ment who hn,ve not had the same opportunities 
of judging that I have h::~d. They hC1ve 
remained down here during the recess, with the 
exception perhn,ps of that "light comedy com
pany,., headed hy the Premier, which went to 
Townsville the other day. But heyond tlmt, their 
observations have been confiner! to the southern 
end of the colony, and I am very much n,fraid 
that they have been wilfully blind to whrtt has 
been going on in the more northern portion of it. 
The Niinister for Lands has, as one might only 
expect from the father of our well lmownLandAct, 
spoken in terms of praise of what I can only 
designate 3JS his bantling, and he considers 
that thn,t Land Act will be the means 
of solving every trouhle thn,t is likely to come 
upon the colony in the wav of a deficient 
revenue. That view he has iong held, and I 
myself sh>Lll he very glad to see that the revenue 
to be derived from thn,t Land Act will be the 
men,ns of paying the very heavy deficit which I 
fen,r is likely to occur in the revenue during the 
next few yertrs. vV e were told last session 
that although we were not to expect any very 
gren,t results from the Land Act, that at all 
events we might ren,sonably look forward to 
£10,000 >LS being the revenue to be derived 
from that measure by the 30th of .Tune. 
\Ve are asked now for time. vVell, we will give 
him time ; we will give the Lrtnd Act time ; 'but 
I would point out that instearl of the £10,000, 
which 've were led to expect \Ve 1night receive, 
we have hn,cl a paltry £700 up to cbte. That is 
the effect of the working of the Land Act up to 
the present time-an addition of £100 to the 
revenue. I am well n,ware that the Act did not 
come into force until March, but the Minister 
for Lands had three months n,t his disposal 
before that time during which he could hn,ve had 

surveys effecte<l and done something to prevent 
the almost absolute stoppage of settlement, as is 
the case at the present time. It is not, in my 
opinion, the lanrl tenure that is the only objec. 
tionable feature of the Act, n,n<l that is stopping 
settlement. People will not settle on the land 
bemtuse thBy cannot nmke a profitn,ble use of it. 
It i.s a matter of perfect indifference to me if the 
Government choose to give the land n,way for 
nothing to selectors as long as they c:J.n induce 
people to live on the land and make some use of 
it. To ask selectors to remain under a leasehold 
tenure for fifty yen,1·.;, the rent being increased 
every five yen,rs ttfter the first ten years, exposed 
to a system of espionag-e during· the whole of thn,t 
period, and their land liable to be forfeited n,t 
any time, if the Government chose from vindic
tive 1notives to bring a charge againstthem~this 
is n, state of affairs that will never lead to the 
settlement of the lands of the colony. Sell the 
land if you like ; fix as high "' price as you 
like, so long as it is fair and just. The people 
who con1e here to settle arnong us conw frmn 
a country where to obtain an acre of free~ 
hold lam! is almost a practical impossibility, 
and the one irHlncement to them to cone out is 
to get a freehold. Charge them for it whatever 
price may be just. High-priced land will not 
retard 'ettlement ; but at the sa.me time, if you 
settle people on the land with a freehold tenure, 
give them smne n1eans of rnaking that land 
available; show them how they C[m make a 
li,-ing out of it. If they produce n,nything, give 
them facilities for getting their produce to nmrket. 
If they go in for grazing, rnake roads for then1. 
Do n,nything to facilitn,te settlement, but let the 
people hn,ve the land. Get them settled on the 
land, a.nd a.fterwanls, if you w~tnt to raise revenue, 
do it by taxatinn. You can tax the people 
when they are prosperous, but you cmmot raise 
a revenue from land unless you can show the 
people how they are going to turn it to good 
account. In connection with the Land Act, I 
believe it is the intention of the Government to 
amend it, n,nd I would point out one clause 
which in its present forn1 will, I arn sure, give 
great di:.;satisfaction throughout the country as 
soon n,s it is properly understood. I refer to the 
homestead clause, n,lthough in calling it the 
homestead clause I nm making "' slight mistake, 
bec<1Use there is no such clause in the Act. 
·when the Land Bill was introduced the Govern
ment deprecated the idea of homesteads, and 
gave it to be understood that the homestead 
selector wn,s no longer to exist. However, 
public opinion was brought to bear to a very 
great extent, and a clause was inserted in the 
Bill by which a conditional selector of 160 acres 
was to be placed in the sn,me condition under the 
new Act as he was under the old one. That is to 
say that n,t the end of five years, by paying 
up the balance between the rent he would have 
had to pn,y for thn,t term, and half-a-crown >Ln 
acre, and having con1plied with certain conditions, 
he was entitled to the deeds of his ln,nd; and it 
wn,s expected that virtually he would be placed 
in the position of a homestead selector and get 
his h1ncl for half -a-crown an acre. No cln,use in 
the Act, as far as I have seen, has given more 
general satisfaction to the uonri .fide smn,ll selector 
of the colony than what is believed to be a re
insertion of the home.stead clause. But we find 
now that imtead of getting his hnd for hn,lf-[t
crown an acre, the price he may have to pay for 
it is <]uite uncertain. Land suitable for home
stc·ad selection must be good, and, judging from 
the rental the Ln,nd Court are assessing 
good selections n,t, the rent is not at all 
likely to be less than a shilling an acre in 
the northern part of the colony, where certainly 
the greatest opening for the homestead selector 
exists, The consequence will be that at the end 
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of five yeftrs the selector will· have paid i'is. an 
acre for his land. I mention this so that the 
l\linister for Lands may put it on a clear footing 
whether the home 'tead selector is to get a refund. 
The rent 1nay be 2:-3. an acre, in which crtse he 
will be paying lO.s. an acre for his hnd. In the 
Rarne way thttt, if his rent is threepence an acre 1 
for fi vu years, he is called upon to pay the other 
fifteenpence, I demand that after the home
stead selector has paid half-a-crown an acre he 
should receive a refund, :mcl that he shonlrl 
clearly underst:wcl that by complying with 
certain conditions he gets his Lend at half-a
crown a11 re01·e. I believe that w<es the inten
tion of the House when the Bill was pa"ecl; but 
I was led to believe, from a co11 versation 
I h:ul with a member of the Land Board, 
that there is no clause in the Act which 
enables the Land Board to grant any refund in 
the event of the price pccid for the land being 
Inore than 2s. tid. an acre. I a1n rather glad 
to find that the Government intend to retrace 
their steps in con11ection with that very per
nicionH and bacl clause relating to survey Lefnre 
selection. 'Vhen that clause ''r~t-s going through 
c()llllnittoe hon. nlelubers on this side-I know I 
di<l-poiHted out how this :;urvey before soloetion 
nmst inevitn,bly retard setL!emont ; but we were 
met by the statement of the l'remi,~r tlmt any 
Rngg-e'"tion thnt mnanated fron1 this side of the 
House in connection with the Land Bill was 
received with the greate•,;t suspicion by the 
Government. The consequence was thr,t they 
put re clause into the Bill which is of itself quite 
sufficient to prevent settlement proceeding, even 
if people are anxious tu settle on the hmd, 
which I am sorry to s:ty they are not jm;t at 
present. The settlement of the land ban impor
tant thing ; but it is 11ot the only thing·. To 
nmke land rmnunera-tive yon require labour, aud 
here is another point upon which I must say 
I <tm verv much dissatisfied with the action of the 
Goverunlent, e.;;;l 18cially (luring· the recesH. I say 
tlmt the vindictiveness-the nulicious vindictive
ness-shown by the Government towards the 
pla11ters of the North is a disgrace to any 
Government that claims to have a Premier who 
lays any claim to statemm11ship. Tl1e vindic
tivene:;s with which the pbntcrs of the J'\orth 
have been pursued is such that it will reflect 
everlasting disgrace on the Govennnent. I do 
not know that anything could he more maliciou.s 
and disgraceful than the threat made by the 
Prernier last night in this Honse when referring to 
the planters. The hon. gentlenmn sreicl-

" I would suggest this to some hon. gentlemen oppo
site. that if they did not mix up their bnsiuess and 
politics in the way t.har, they do they would be more 
likely to be successful in both; and so long as they act 
in the manner sugp;est.ed there is little possihili..ty of 
their doing th"'mselves n.ny good or the Go\'Brument 
very much harm." 

That T hold is a distinct threret held out to the 
pbnters that "unless you surrender all your 
honest convictions and do res I wish, you will get 
no asRistance fron1 the Governrnent. ,, A rnore 
disgraceful attempt than this to coerce "'body of 
colonists who have clone as much as any class in 
the community to bring the colony into its pre
sent state of prosperity, or rather, its past •,trete 
of JH'osperity, I have never known. A threat 
like this is one of the most disgntcBful things 
I ha \'e e-, er heard u Premier utter in the House. 

The PRE1IIEU: 1'\onsen,e! 

Mr. BLACK : The hon. gentleman has r lso 
streted that the Gover11ment ha,-e in no way 
departed from the prombe they gave bst session 
when they introducetl their Immigration Bill 
into the House. 

The l'RRJ\UER: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BLACK: Well, I beg to differ from the 
hon. gentleman in that respect. I say that the 
Premier stated that the Government would 
select and introduce German l:tbonr for the 
planters. 

The PRE:\liER : When did he say so? 
::\Ir. BLACK: I soty that the Premier stated 

tlmt the Government would select and introduce 
German Jab,mr. 

The PIIE!\l.IER: When ditl he say so? 
::\Ir. BLACK: ·will the hon. gentleman be con

vinced if I show him 9 I hope there has not been 
any rnisreporting or n1isqnotations in t~is case. 
I will quote what the hon. gentleman sarcl, from 
Hcmsard of last year, volume 43, page 274. The 
lan(rna.,o·e he used, in n1oving the second reading 
of the"Immiaration Act of 1882 Amendment 
Bill, wrts as fcJlows :~ 

,, \Ye propo::-.1: to mRke arrangements immediately for 
sclecti.n<r and fonvarct.iug agricultural lalJOnrers to 
Qneen~l';.ncl, hnt I U.o not think that England alone is 
the only f'onutry in Europe to wl1kh we ought to look 
for stwh labonr. ,,~c onrseh·r";:, althoug-h we have bcr.n 
a ~cparatc nation for many yv:tr~, lllU:'lt remember the 

, stock rrom which \Vf! came." 
i And lest the hon. g·entleman mccy say that this does 

not refer to ti-ernlau imtnigration, I will rea(l a,n 
e\:tract front the Governor's Rpeceh of last sosHion 
-p:tg·e 275. In his Open_ing Speech to the Ho_nse, 
J{is Excellency, expt·essrng, I Ruppose, the v1ewH 
of the Government, said :-

The snbjed of immigrat_ion. ~u:ul. ?f the ~uvply of 
labour fortlw numerous and mcreasingindustrws of the 
colony, has received. the :mxiom; attention of my ad
visers. ImproYetl arrangement-s will shortly l.Je cmn
pletcd for the seleetion of suitnble immigrants in ~rcat 
Britain and the continent of £urope, and for their 
emn cyance on ~Lnintl to t~e pl!lccs wh?~·e il_toir labonr 
is mo,.t rpquircd ; and a Bill Will be ln~d l)Cfore yon. to 
amcntl the provision~ of the ImmigratiOn Act rclatm)!; 
to t.lle f>ngagemont and introt1net.ion of indented 
lahonrers from }~m·opc. I trust that by these mean:;;, 
awl b\ offering liberal inducement to f:..ict.tlc upon the 
publiP" lantls, a eonstant stremn or immigrants of all 
classes m~tv be stPudil~' maintained without an 1111dne 
bnrde11 h8ing laid upon the TreHsnry, and that the 
dangers attendant upon the introduction of large 
nnu1her:-; of Asiatk!>; into the comunmity may he sne
cessfullv avoided." 
If that does not mean that the Government will 
select and h1trodnce ]~uropean ium1igrants in 
order to prevent the influx of .thiatic~ into the 
colony, I do not know what it doe.s mean. I 
think, sir, I was correct when I smd that the 
Government had undoubtedly stated that they 
would select and introduce these immigrants. 

The PREJ\IIE g: \Vhere does the contra
diction corrte in ? 

::\Ir. BLACK: You denied having said so. 
The hon. aentlemren, I understand, has staterl to 
the count~y~he distinctly said it at Charters 
Towers rend Townsville--tlmt the Government 
had mrecle an offer from which they had never 
receded. 

The PREMIER : They have not. 
:Mr. BLACK : I maintain that they have 

receded from it. 
The PHEl\IIER : \V e die! not undertake to 

enO'aue the men for the planters in England or 
El~n~)e, and we ha.ve said so; but that is whrtt 
they want. 

::\[r. BLACK : The hon. gentleman said the 
G<WPJ mnent would select and introduce immi
oTantH of this class, mul I hav-e read l1is words 
from rinnsro·d. I "·ish nnw to say a few 
words about the Commission to inquire into the 
recrnitino- of islander8 fron1 Nev{ Gninea. I rnay 
say that ~it would h:we been more satisbctory 
to' a larue class of the community if the selection 
of the ~nembers of that Commission had been 
somewhat different. I think in a matter of this 
sort, in which the interests of the planters are 
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concerned, that th€y certainly, in common 
fairness, might have been allowed a representa
tive. 

The PRE::VIIER : A cmnmission of planters. 
Mr. BLACK: No, not a commission of 

planters. I attended, I think, three of 
the meetings of that Commission. I have 
nothing to say against then1, a,nd the hon. 
gentleman necld not suppose that I am going to 
condemn them. I was perfectly satisfied with 
what I saw, althongh it struck me that the eYi
dence on which the men have been returned 
was not the sort of evidence that would have 
convicted anyone in a court of justice. How
ever, I maintain that the Government have 
again Cfl,rriecl their vindictivene~'S against the 
planters to an extreme length by the WilY they 
have acted. Now, what does it amount 
to? The Premier or the Government have 
got a report in writing from three gentle
men, stating that in their opinion certain 
islttnders have been illegally obtained. 'rhey do 
not say a single word to the employers of that 
labour, but send one of their officers out to the 
estate to tell those boys to pack up their swngs 
and go away. I would ask any hon. gentle
man if that is a fair wny of dealing with the 
planters? 

The PREMIER : I do not believe it was 
done. 

Mr. BLACK: I know it was done. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: \Ve cannot gauge his 
belief. 

Mr. BLACK : The men are gone, and the 
planters are told that if they dare to stand up for 
their rights ns any man woul<l do when suffering 
under a sense of extreme injustice-they are told 
that if they do not allow the men to go they will 
never be allowed to have any more labourers. Is 
this a free country or not, I want to know? 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! It is. 
Mr. BLACK : If this is the system of freedom 

which the present Government would introduce, 
it 1::: n pity \VB have not sotne forn1 of despotic 
government. 

The PREMIER: There is no freedom about 
slaves. 

Mr. BLACK : I have not met a single planter 
who did not admit that if the men were impro
perly obtained it was the duty of the Govern
ment to send them home, but that might have 
been clone in some sort of way by which the 
planters would willingly have assisted the 
Government to carry it out. It wns clone under 
pre.ssure; it was done under threats, and it was 
only lately that any suggestion was made that 
the planters should receive compensation for the 
injustice they had suffered at the hands of the 
country. 

The PREMIER : \Vhat do you mean by 
"lately"? 

Mr. BLACK : Towards the end of the nego
tintions? 

The PREMIER : What negotiations? 
Mr. BLACK : The negotiations which 

led to asking for the injunction. I say, sir, 
that if the Government intend to de>1l 
fnirly with the planters I am glad to hear it; 
but that a most gross injnstice hns been done, 
and gross illegality has been committed, J state 
most emphatically. Now it is asked-\Vhy is it 
the planters do not come forwnrd and assist the 
Governr11ent to introduce Euro1)ean labmu~? 
\Vel!, it does not require very much con
sideration to explain why they have not done 
so hitherto. Ji'irst of all, they considered the 
labour was unsatisfactory. They knew that 
the time would not be far distant when the 

working men of the country would rise nnd 
denounce the introduction of cheap foreigners. 
They knew that if they took immediate steps to 
introduce those men the Premier would snv
" The plnnters did it ; do not blame me." :No, 
the planters have held out up to the present time, 
and till, I may say, they are almost ruined. In 
about two years this industry will have become 
extinct in qneenslaml, except that there will be 
two or three huge syndicates in whose hands the 
whole of the sugar prorluction of Queensland will 
rest. After the illegal way in which the Govern
menthavenctedin connection with those islanders, 
whnt guarantee will any employer of labour 
have tha,t after he introduced labour from 
Europe the Government would not do the same 
thing and send someone up to the estates and 
tell the men that if they were displeased with 
their agreetnents they 1night break then1 and go? 
}fow nutny of onr irnmigr,_t..nts are there who 
wonld not only too willingly get a return paHsage 
home nfter they have heen here six months ? It 
haR been so evet since the colony \vas forn1ed. 
\Ve h<1ve all heard of Jordnn's lambs, who went 
up and down the country cursing the clay when 
they were induced to lenve the old country, but 
when they became familinr with the ways of the 
country they were very glad they had come here. 
And so it was with these kanakas. I know 
the majority of them were perfectly sntisfied 
until they were told there wns a chance for 
them to go home, and they being home-sick 
seized the opportunity and went off. That 
many of them cltme here with a misunder
standing as to the nature of their agree
ments, I fully believe, but those men have no 
idea of the value of time. Many of them came 
away from their own islands merely for the love 
of ad venture. \V hen they came here they found 
the work harder than they anticipated, and were 
glad to go home ; but that the Government acted 
illegally in taking the men mvay without one single 
word to their employers I consider a most gross 
actofinjnstice. And now they are going to try nnd 
enforce the bonds agaimt the shipowners. Ho IV 

on earth can they do that without proving their 
cnse? I am not much of a lawyer, thank 
goodness, but how are you going to prove the 
kiclnnp]Jing with these men away ? I do not 
think the shipowners are such simple individuals 
a.s to hand over their £500 unless the Government 
can show a much stronger case than I think 
they can at pre,;ent. \V ell, I think it is a matter 
of extreme regret that tropical agriculture, that 
promised so well for the colony a few years ago, 
should be now in the very bad condition that it 
is at the present time. 1 am sorry to say that 
confidence in that industry is utterly destroyed. 
The planters only represent a handful of the 
community. They are rnen, no doubt, fortified 
by experience in the views that they hold, but 
surely with the millions of acres of mngnificent 
land that we have in the North --land that haR not 
suffered by the climatic conditions that have 
prevailed in the South-surely, I say, it is a 
pity there is no one to be found in the colony, 
not even the Government, who will devise 
means by which tropical agriculture can 
be carried out under the conditions that 
the Government mnintnin it should be. Not 
a single instance has corne to 1ny kno,vledge 
where any attempt has been made--not neC(''l
sarily to grow sng::tr, for there are thousands of 
acres in the Korth well adapted for other 
bmnches of tropical agriculture, such as the 
growth of coffee, tea, and spices-nil the tropical 
productions c,m be grown in the North if you 
have suiLble labour; but it is strange that no 
attempt has been made by anyone amongst the 
advocates of cheap Continental labour up to the 
presenttimetomaketheexperiment. Yet, becnuse 
the planters ha.ving achieved success in one 
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direction by carrying out the views indorsed by 
all sugar-growing countries in the world-because 
they will not abandon those ideas and try a new 
experiment never tried elsewhere, they are de
nounced on every possible occasion by the Gov
ernment of which the Premier is the head ; and 
I say thctt that trip to Townsville, Chctrters 
Towers, aucl ltavenswoocl, the other day, was a 
most disgraceful exhibition for the Premier of 
a colony, such as this, to undertake. It 
was nothing but a tirade against the planters 
and a raising of the coolie cry. But as far as the 
planters are C••ncemed we will make the Premier 
a present of the coolie cry; the planter has given 
up all hope and all desire of introducing coolies, 
so that if the hon. gentleman has nnthing to rest 
his case upon but the coolie cry in trying to 
bring the planters into disrepute, he has a very 
poor case indeed. There is one matter to which 
I wish to refer, and which the Government may 
be ex·cused for having said nothing about, though 
I am sure the Ministerial party who visited the 
North must have heard a great deal about it-that 
is, the separation rnovmnent \vhich exists in the 
North at the present time. In this matter I do not 
expect to get possibly more than two Ol' three 
votes in this House; but I am not going to be 
discouraged by that fact. It is a necessity of 
the case that a matter of such importance to the 
Northern portion of the community iihould not be 
supported to any great extent by r,ny of the 
Southern members ; but that this movement is a 
growing, a sound, and a healthy rnovement in 
the North there are very few who have been in 
the North can possibly deny. It WetS cerhinly 
not the place of the Premier to make reference 
to it in the Governor's Speech; that would per
haps be giving it more im]Jortance than he would 
admit. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BLACK : At the same time I should not 
be doing my duty as a Northern representative 
if I were not to refer to the subject. I stated in 
the House last session that I intended making a 
tour throughout the northern part of the colony 
to test the feeling of the public, before being pre
pared to commit myself to separation. I made 
th"'t tour, and am prepared to tell the House 
that if they think this is not a real, sound, live 
movement in the North, they make a great 
mistake. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : What about Char
ters Towers ? 

Mr. BLACK : The miners of Charters Towers 
are opposed to separation, I admit. At Her
berton they are ll,]so opposed to separation. But 
I can tell the Premier that however much they 
m"'y be opposed to separation and coolie labour 
they are a great de"! more opposed to cheap 
German labour. vVhen I travel I do not select 
my audiences-I do not merely go amongst those 
whom I know to be friends, but also amongst 
those whom I have every reason to believe are 
politically opposed to me ; and I cannot let the 
present. opportunity p"'ss without paying a 
very hJgh compliment to the men of Charter.s 
Towers for the reception I received there, not
withstanding the efforts made in the Brisbane 
Press to jeopardise t.he success of my visit ; 
wherein it was said to be all verv well for Nfr. 
Black to travel round among liis friends on 
the coast, but let him dare to go to Char
ters Towers. I "m very glad I did go, 
and very glad to be able to record in this House 
my testimony to the honest straightforwardness 
of the Charters Towers miners, although I am 
quite prepared to say that I did not convert them 
to separation. But I say that they are open to 
reason, "'nd th"'t they will yet be separationists 
there is not the least doubt in my mind. There 
"re wheels within wheels. 

1885-E 

The PRK\HER : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BLACK : They will yet be sep"'rationist 

to a man. So far as I can judge, the party oppose 
to separation are those who think this is a blow 
at '' 8am." There is a distnh>t of the Govern
ment ; they are so dependent on the expenditure 
of Government money in these bad times to 
keep things going that they think, if they show 
approbation of the separation movement too 
loudly, they will not get their public works 
carried on 

The PREMIER : This is specially at Charter 
Towers? 

:Mr. BLACK : At Charters Towers they are 
quite independent of any Government; it is the 
feeling in the North. The Premier yesterday 
in referring to misrepresentation in connection 
with the loan said that misrepresentation was 
a mode of political warfare to be deprecated. I 
quite "'gree with him there, and I think that for 
the leader of a strong party to descend to the 
misrepresentations that he made at Charters 
Towers and Townsville in connection with the 
separation movement is very much to be depre
cated indeed. I now refer to those wonderful 
sttttistics which he brought forward there, 
and which he thought would remain uncontra
dicted, and show that the North had been re
ceiving the full amount of money to which it 
wa.s entitled. I do not know where the hon. 
member got his figures. 

The HoN. Sm T. IVIciLWRAITH: He said 
he got them from the Minister for vVorks. 

J\Ir. BLACK : This is what the hon. the 
Premier said at the Townsville banquet. No 
don bt a certain allowance is ahv"'ys to be made 
for banquet speeches, but the figmes given there 
were so very wide of the m"'rk that it must have 
taken a great deal of champagne to justify the 
error, 

"They had been so long told of the grievances of the 
North that the phrase had become an article in their 
faith. Indeed, he had come half to believe it himself. 
But since he had been in power he had taken the 
trouble to inquire, and he 'vould read for their benefit 
a few figures which had been supplied him by :Mr. 
}files.' 

\Vhere was the hon. the Treasurer? I do not 
think he would have made such "'fearful bungle 
over the figures. Surely he could have sent up 
the figures 

Mr. MOREHEAD: He could, buthewouldn't. 
He h"'s a conscience 

Mr. BLACK-
" Of total loan and revenue expenditure for roads and 

bridges the proportions had been, for the southern 
portion of the colony, £9 2s. per head of population; 
Central district, £11 7s.; Xorthern district, £12 9s. So 
was wounded a cherished article of their faith." 
vV ell sir, as to the expenditure on roads and 
bridges, th"'t is "' mattp,r I intended to get 
information about. \Vhether those figures are 
correct or not I cannot say, but if they "re no 
more correct than those referring to loan expen
diture, they are very far wide of the m"'rk. 

"The population of the Xorthern districts was now 
about one-sixth of the whole colony. Supposing that 
one-sixth was their share, the amount they were 
entitled to out of the loans already floated was 
£2.760,000; the amount they actually got was £2,426,000, 
and as their proportion of the population was not 
al\vn.ys one-sixth, he thought they could not say they 
had rcceiYe!l an unfair sha.re." 
Now sir, I would like to know where the 
Premier or the Minister for \Vorks got those 
figures. 

The PREMIER : You will find them all in 
the report of the Commissioner for Railways 
laid on the table to-d"'Y· 

::VIr. BLACK: The figures "re manifestly 
incorrect. 'l'he total amount of loan that has 
been voted for the North-and this includes 
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£222,000 for harbours and rivers taken out 
of general vote- the total amount of loan 
voted for the North since Separation has been 
£1,964,778. 

The PREMIER : Y on mean before the last 
session, I suppose. 

Mr. BLACK: Before the last S83sion. I do not 
take into account any of this ten million loan. 
Of the sixteen millions borrowed by the colony, 
all that has been voted for the North has been a 
little under two millions-one eighth. The Prewier 
talks about the population being one-sixth ; that 
is a matter of indifference. Out of this two 
millions voted for the North, there has only been 
spent £1,200,000. That is one of the great 
grievances of the North-that when money is 
voted it remains on the Estimates and is never 
spent, while in the southern parts of the colony 
the expenditure proceeds almost without inter· 
mission. The North has little doles dribbled out 
to it according to the politics of the districts 
that require it. But I maintain that the North, 
according to her contributions to the revenue, is 
entitled to a great rleal more than one-sixth. 
I have no doubt the Treasurer will bear me out in 
the statement that since Separation the Customs 
revenue of the whole colony has amounted to about 
£10,000,000, of which theN urth has contributed 
£2,000,000-that is, one-fifth. Of the land revenue 
of the colony, as far as I have been able to ascm·
tain, the North at present contributes no less 
than one-third. In the last rent list, that is up to 
September 30th, the North contributed £58,482, 
and the South £120,298, making a total of 
£178,780. Thus the North contributed one-third 
of the land revenue of the colony last year; it 
has contributed one-fourth of the Customs revenue 
for the last five years, and one-fifth since Separa
tion. Therefore I maintain that the North was 
entitled to one-fifth of the money borrowed 
on loan, :1nd not the one-sixth the Premier 
talks of. As to the new loan, the North 
is entitled to one-fourth of it in proportion to 
the amount it contributes. I was determined to 
take the opportunity to refute the statistics the 
Premier made such free use of in theN orth ; and I 
quite agree with what he said yesterday-that 
misrepresentation is a style of political war
fare much to b~ deprecated. I cannot under· 
stand the extraordinary misstatements he made 
on that last tour. The coolie question was the 
only leg he had to stand on ; and he took 
advantage of the prejudices of the people
prejudices which he himself admitted he had 
done as much as he possibly could to work up. 
Those are the grounds of his objection to the 
separation movement. The hon. gentleman will 
have to find very much stronger grounds than 
that before he will stop the growth of that move
ment. I believe that if the majority of electors 
in the South were convinced that an injustice 
was being done to the North they would be will
ing to remedy the grievances. For theN orth to 
be told they have no grievances, and for the 
head of the Government to make such misstate
ments as the Premier has made, is not the 
way to conciliate the North; and the Govern
ment will have to take steps very different from 
that if they wish to stop the movement. 
A movement of this sort is not one that is to be 
hastily accomplished. If it is sound it will have 
to stand the full weight of criticism. It will 
have to stand open to discussion ; there can be 
no misrepresentation about it. There is no use 
telling the people up north that it is a planters' 
movement. 

The PREMIER : But it is. 

Mr. BLACK : I must emphatically say it is 
not, and I may appeal to this House whether 
the statements I have from time to time made 

are not equally as reliable as those of the hon. the 
Premier. It is the only leg the hon. gentleman 
has to stand upon. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: A blackleg. 
Mr. BLACK : An appeal to the prejudices of 

the people to tell them it is a coolie movement, 
and it is got up by the planters. 

The PREMIER : \Vhy are you ashamed of 
your own child? 

Mr. BLACK: I said before I do not 
expect to get half-a-dozen votes if this 
matter comes on for discussion here. I 
am aware there is no necessity for it tl' 
come to the House. It is a matter for the 
Home Government. I know, Mr. Speaker, that 
the impression got abroad that if the figures 
quoted by the Premier up North are true, the 
North really had no tangible ground for com
plaint. My figures are open to criticism ; but 
I say they are correct, and I can also 
bring Government documents to prove them. 
One thing is quite cm·tain that the North is not 
likely ever to have had more money spent 
than was voted for it by this House. I 
have made no mist::tke in my admission. 
I think that this is the proper time to 
refer to the tardy way in which many of the 
Northern works have been carried out. I 
specially intend to refer to the Herberton 
anrl Cairns Railway, for two years ago, when I 
travelled up there, the money was voted for that 
railway, and I think we should get some good 
reasons for the unnecessary delay in connec
tion with it. Out of the old loan there was 
£200,000 voted, and so far as we can see there 
are no signs whatever of that railway being 
commenced. Then, I think that Bowen is 
entitled to some more definite information as to 
what is to be done with the £150,000 voted out 
of the old loan for the Bowen and Haughton 
Gap Railway. "\Ve would like to know if coal 
has been found there. There was an additional 
sum voted for a railwav to a then undiscovered 
goldfield. "\Ve woulcll]ke to know whether there 
is any chance of that railway being commenced 
within the next five years. I am very much 
afraid that the Gulf Railway will be a repetition 
of the Herberton Railway. vVe have got 
N ormanton and Burketown placed in the same 
relative position as Cairns and Port Douglas 
are placed, and the Government were 
very ingenious, when framing their railway 
schedule in the Loan Bill last year, in drawing 
the line carefully between the two place~. I 
should like to know when the time comes, 
whether the Government have decided where 
they are going to take that rail way ; and 
also if they have yet discovered whether Nor
manton or Burketown is the better place, or 
whether we are not likely to have a full 
discussion on the Point Parker route. Hon. 
members will not forget that at the time 
the transcontinental railway was contemplated, 
an English syndicate, to whose advantage 
it entirely was to select the very best 
port on the Gulf, selected Port Parker as 
the terminus. The people of Normanton are 
very anxiously waiting for some decision from 
the Government about this railway ; but as the 
member for Burke will probably refer at 
some length to this subject I shall not 
deal with what properly belongs that gentle
man's electorate. There is no doubt very little has 
been said about the New Guinea annexation, and 
I judge from that, Mr. Speaker, that it is not 
considered a matter of much importance to hon. 
members of this House and the country what 
becomes of New Guinea. I think myself th9,t 
after the extraordinary way in which this colony 
has been treated by the Home Government 
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in connection with New Guinea, that the next 
best thing· that can be done with it is to let 
Germany take possession of the whole; and there 
is no doubt that within the next ten ye:Lrs, if 
the labour policy of the Government prevails, 
the north -eastern coast of this colony will be a 
foreign settlement. That settlement will pro
bably consist of Germans, mixed with S 'vedes 
and Danes; and I see, myself, no objeJtion, 
if we are prepared to turn out the w"rking 
men of this colony in favour of these 
foreigners, why we should not allow Ge1many 
to have the whole of New Guine:L, as 
well as the north coast of Australia. I am 
quite certain that, as very little has beeu said 
in connection with this annexation of p: rt of 
New Guinea, very little interest is felt Ly the 
people of this colony, and certainly by members 
of this House, as to what becomes of the rest of 
it. Our intention always was that it shodcl be 
retained as a security for Queensland ; but, now 
we htwe allowed a foreign power to take posses
sion of a great portion of it, I think we may 
safely allow them the whole of it, and .;pare 
even the paltry contribution we have to pay 
of £15,000, and which this itinerant Govnrnor 
has been trying· to augment by every po 'sible 
means in his power. I am glad to find that the 
Premier did not readily accede to his re 1uest 
for a further subscription towards th;;t charitable 
object. I slmll not detain the House much 
longer. I regret to say, notwithstanding the 
adversity and hard times that the agricultural 
industry of the::-< orth has gone through, that even 
now the labour question seems to be as far off set
tlement as ever, for I see that the Government con
template again dabbling with the Polynesian Act. 
I do not know what they are going to do, l ,ut I 
maint~tin this : that it will keep up that feeling 
of insecurity which undoubtedly exists amongst 
the planters of the North. I can tell the hon. 
gentleman this~I do not suppose he ever con
templated that it would be the cn.se~that the only 
progress being nutde just now in agricnltllre in 
theN orth is with the >tssistance of Chinese labour. 
\Vhere they come from I am not prepared to say, 
but that they are coming clown the coast districts 
in very large numbers is undeniable. The wages 
that they are getting is 22s. a week, and they 
find themselves. 15s. a week is about what th•cy 
net. The hol). gentleman can get all informa.tion 
on the matter if he wishes it. The ordin>try 
European immigrant, who comes clown by the 
mail steamers, will not look at the work at 
that price. That is how the planters hope to 
get their crops taken off this year~with the 
assistance of Chinese labour. These Chinese 
work twelve hours a day, le's one hour for 
dinner; they are overseerecl by a boss Chinaman, 
who keeps about thirty per cent. of surplus 
Chinese on each plantation in order to maintain 
the contract number of labourers that he has 
agreed to supply to the planters. That is the 
system we are drifting into on our northern 
plantations. tlelf-protection is supposed to be the 
first law of nature, and that is what the planters 
are compelled to do by the attitude the Govern
ment have taken in regard to the labour rruestion. 
I am quite prepared to admit that the Govern
ment may prohibit the employment of Chinnmen 
on the plantations. The planters never wished 
to be driven to this, sir. In fact the only appli
cants for land under the central mill system~ancl 
it has been hone;,tly endeavoured on some plan
tations in the 'North to introduce that system~ 
have been Chinamen who wished to lease the 
land because they can get their own country
men to work at a rate which white people 
could not afford to take. I do not 
wish to detain the House longer. This 
Address in Reply undoubtedly will pass. 
There is nothing of a very serious nature in it. 

There is nothing that I am prepared to take any 
serious exception to. But, as I said in my open
ing remarks, I think an opportunity like this 
should be taken advantage of by every member 
to lay his views before the Rous~. It cannot do 
any possible harm, and it may very likely be the 
means of doing a great deal of good. 

Yir. BUCKLAND moved that the debate be 
now adjourned. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: The 
hnn. member for l\1nlgrave contradicted a state
ment I made in my previous remarks, but I find, 
on referring to a report of that hon. member's 
speech, that I was perfectly correct in what I 
stated. In addressing hi, constituents at Buncla
berg, on the 20th May, the hon. member said,~ 

" Before he went out of office, nearly two years ago, 
plans and speciflcations of the Howard-Bundaberg ltail
way were ready, and money voted for it; yet tenders 
had not yet been called." 
Of course it was understood that the plans and 
specifications the hon. gentleman referred to 
were the working plans, not the parliamentary 
plans. 

The Hox. SIR. T. MciLWRAITH: What 
the hon. gentleman has stated only shows that, 
notwithstanding all the time he has been 
Minister for \V orks, he is utterly ignorant of the 
affairs of his office. I have nothing more to say 
about it. 

1 
The PREMIER : I thought the debate would 

close this evening; but it appears to be the desire 
of hon. members that it should be adjourned. 
With reference to what has fallen from the hon. 
gentleman whohasjnstsatdown,I think everybody 
who heard him speak of the plans and specifications 
being ready, understood him to mean that the 
plans and specifications were ready which would 
enable the work to be proceeded with. That is 
what they understood ; and the same statement 
was repeated by another member of the late 
Government, a short time afterwards. 

Mr. NOR TON : By whom? 
The PREMIER : By the hon. member who 

interrupts me. 
1\Ir. NORTON: No. 
The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman is so 

reported. Of course these things do not do any 
harm~in fact they are scarcely worth taking 
notice of. But when hon. members take credit 
for doing all sorts of things that they never did, 
tbat is what I consider paltry. It is a kind of 
paltriness which soon comes back upon the heads 
of the persons making use of it. 

Mr. NOR TON: I give the most positive 
denial to the statement of the hon. gentleman, 
that I ever said the plans and specifications for 
that railway were ready. \Vhat I said was that 
the plans were laid upon the table of the House 
by the late Government before they left office, 
and that if they had remained in office up to the 
present time the contract would have been given 
and the work part completed; and so it would 
have been. I say that the working plans could 
have been got ready in a few months. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD : I trust, sir, that the 
Minister for Lands will be prepared to-morrow 
to give us particulars of the altercation that took 
place between his brother and the present police 
magistrate at Townsville, because, if the state
ment made by the hon. gentleman be correct, his 
cousin, the police magistrate at Townsville, is 
certainly not fit to occupy the pos1tion he now 
holds. 
Question~ That the debate be adjournecl~put 

and passed, and resumption of debate made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at two minutes before 1 
o'clock, 




