
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Council 

 
 

THURSDAY, 18 DECEMBER 1884 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Personal Ea:planation. [18 DECEMBER. Personal E:qlanation. 459 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Thursday, 18 Decemue1', 1884. 

Bundaberg Railway.-Personal Explanation.-Crown 
Lands Bill-Free Conference.-Officials in Parlia­
ment Bill. 

The PUESIDENT took the chair at 4 o'clock. 

BUNDABERG RAILWAY. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Hon. C. S. 

Mein): Hon. gentlemen,-I beg to move-
That the report of the Select Committee on the pro­

posed extension of the Burrmn Rail way from Ho,vard to 
Bundaberg be now adopted. 
Hon. gentlemen will see from this report that 
the proposed extension is from the township of 
Howard to the north side of Bundaberg, 
a distance of 36~ miles, or thereabouts. The 
evidence shows that this line traverses very 
inferior country from which very little revenue 
ut vresent, at all events, is expected to be 
derived. But this is part of the system of coast 
railways which will connect Brisbane with the 
northern parts of the colony, and on that ground 
the committee have recommended that the line 
be carried out. I take it that we are all agreed 
that a work of such im]Jortance should be regarded 
as a national one and a desirable one. The 
scheme will involve an extension in the first 
place to Gym pie; from thence to Maryborough 
by the line which is now in operation ; from 
Maryborough to Bundaberg; from Bundaberg to 
Gladstone; thence to Rockhampton, and then 
further northwards. The whole scheme is not 
matured, but it is no doubt a valuable one, and 
will, I am sure, meet with the approval of this 
House. It is especially on the ground that this 
extension is a connecting link in that system that 
I now ask the House to adopt the report and 
sanction the construction of this railway. 

Question put and passed. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I beg to 

move-
1. 'rhat this House approves of the plan, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed extension of the 
Burrurn Railway from IImvard to Bundabcrg, from 
18 miles 08 chains 79! links to 54 miles 42 chains lOt 
links at 0 mileR 6 chains 70 links on the 1Yharf Branch. 
North Bundaberg, as received from the Legislative 
Assembly by messnge on 3rd December. 

2. That such ap:vroval be notified to the Legislative 
Assembly by message in the usual form. 
These resolutions are natural consequences of the 
one we have already approved. 

Question put and passed. 

PERSONAL EXPLA~ATION. 
The HoN. J. S. 'l'URN:ER said : Hon. 

gentlemen,-! rise to move the adjournment of 
the House for the purpose of referring to certain 
remarks which, according to Ha.msnTd, "\Vere 
made, durin~ my absence from the Chamber last 
evening, by the Hon. l¥1r. Graham. He is 
reported to have said that, in the event of the 
Hon. Dr. O'Doherty moving an amendment on 
the Payment of Members Expenses Bill, then 
before the Chamber, to the effect that it should 
be extended to members of this Chamber, not 
more than three other members would have voted 
with hirn1 f\ncl he Wf\s ~ood enough to say that l 

was one of those three. I wish distinctly to state 
that the Hon. Mr. Graham had not the slightest 
authority for making that statement. I have 
never been, in any degree, in favour of pay­
ment of members-at any rate of this House. 
I have always held that no one should take 
a seat in this House who is not in thoroughly 
independent circumstances, and therefore above 
any such trifle as payment of members would 
give. I am not in favour of payment of mem­
bers to the other House ; but if I had been here 
last evening the probability is that I should 
have voted in favour of the Payment of Mem­
bers Expenses Bill, so far as regards the 
other House; not because I approve of the 
payment of members, but because, regarding 
that Chamber as the custodians of the purse 
of the country, and their proposal on this occa­
sion being a very moderate one, I sho':'ld have 
thought it my duty to let them have 1t. Bl:t 
with regard to the payment of members of th1s 
House, I repeat that I am-and always have 
been-emphatically against it. I should not 
have risen except to make this explanation, but 
I may refer to the little pleasantries which were 
associated with my name last evening. Coming 
from the source wh'ence they did-the hon. gentle­
man being an intimate frie!ld of mine-I amquiLe 
sure that they were made m perfectly good part, 
and I am not going to allow myself in any way 
to be vexed by them. At the same time, I 
do regret these pereonal allusions. I wish to 
explain, with regard to my attendDnce in this 
House, that I believe the record of it will show 
that my attendance is ut least above the average 
attendance of other members; and therefore I do 
not think that it was proper to refer to me person­
all~- as the "member of irregular habits" in his 
attendance in this House. I have always, when 
I could at all make it convenient, attended ; and 
I think that so long as I conform to the Standing 
Orders of the House and perform conscientiously 
what is my duty, I am not amenable in any way 
to any member of the House with regard to my 
attendance ; and I shall not change my plan in 
the future in consequence of any remarks of that 
kind being made. I repeat that I deprecate all 
these personal allusions, and if hon. members 
want to indulge in pleasantries I shall feel very 
much obliged if they will not do it in regard to 
me. 

The PRESIDENT: Does the hon. member 
move the adjournment of the House? 

The HoN. J. S. TURNER : I move the 
adjournment of the House. 

Question put. 
The HoN. W. GRAHAM said: Hon. gentle­

men,-As I suppose I am the culprit in thiscn,se, 
I will say a few words. I am very glad that the 
Hon. l\Ir. Turner regarded what I said as mere 
pleasantry, and I know that he thoroughly 
understands that it was nothing more. 

The Hox. J. S. TURNER: Certainly. 
The HoN. \V. GRAHAM: But at the same 

time I do stick to what I said. I would have 
liked very rrnwh better to have heard the expres­
sions which have fallen from the hon. member 
to-day on the motion for the adjournment of the 
House spoken by him in his place with regard to 
the Hill last night. I do not wish to dictate to 
the hon. gentleman with regard to his attendance 
in this House; but at the same time I have a 
perfect right to criticise the conduct and attend­
ance of any hon. member. If the hon. member 
had been in his place last night, and given the 
same reasons that he has given now, I an1 very 
sure that they would have given satisfaction !o 
the House, and it would have been more m 
accordance with his dut,y as a legislator of the 
Council. 
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The Ho:-~. W. H. "\V ALSH : Hon. gentlemen, 
-·The Hon. Mr. Turner has admitted by his 
"Hear, hear" that he regarded the remarks of the 
Hon. Mr. Graham as mere pleasantries. If they 
were so, the hon. gentlem::m was not justified in 
taking up the time of the House this afternoon 
by discussing them. That is very clear. I avail 
myself of the opportunity of the adjournment 
of the House being moved to call the atten­
tion of hon. gentlemen, and the Postmaster­
General in particular, to the fact that it is 
nearly a week ago since papers were ordered by 
the House to be printed; they are not only not 
printed and circulated amongst hon. members 
but on my calling at the Government Printing 
Office to-day I was clearly told that they would 
not be circulated during this session. I was 
quite prepared for that statement; I had [Lntici­
r;ated. it. I believe there is a great control­
lmg mfluence over the Government PrintinO' 
Office '?f this colony-a very great one, not 
an offimal one at all-and I was not surprised. 
I think it my duty to inform hon. gentlemen 
that papers ordered to be printed so long 1tgo 
as almost a week-a week within one day-are 
~ot !n th~ir hands now ; and I, at any rate, am 
Justified m further r<tating that thev will not be 
during this session. I wish it to he distinctly 
;mderstoud that if those papers harl been put 
m~o .our hands, as they ought to h[Lve been, 
w1thm a few hours after they were ordered, I 
~hould have founded a motion upon them. This 
IS one mode of defeating business in this Cham­
ber, and I call the attention of the Postnutster­
General especially to it, since it was at mv 
instigation or request that he moved that th"e 
papers be printed. 

CROWN LANDS BILL-FREE CON­
FERENCB. 

The PRESIDENT: The time having 1trrived 
for the Free Conference with the Legislative 
Assembly Ut>On the Crown Lands Bill, I now 
direct the Clerk to call over the n>"tmes of the 
man1tgers on behalf of the Council. 

The CLEHK thereupon called over the names, 
and the hon. members who had been appointed 
as managers answered thereto. 

The PRESIDENT: The House will resume 
business on the return of the m>"tnagers. 

The managers for the Council h1tving returned, 
remained standing, while, 

The Hox. T. L. MURRA Y-PRIOR said : 
I h1tve to report that the managers of the }'ree 
Conference upon the subject of the Legislative 
Assembly's amendments on the Legishttive Coun­
cil's amendments on the Crown Lands Bill h,-,ve 
met the managers for the Legislative Assembly 
in free conference, which, on their part, W[LS 
managed chiefly by the Hon. S. "\V. Griffith and 
others, who used divers arguments in support of 
some of their disagreements, 1tnd did not offer 
further reasons for others ; and the managers 
now report tha,t certain agreenwnts were cmne 
to at the Conference, which agreements I httve 
now the honour to communicate :-
,, 'l'he l\Ianagers of the I;egislat.ive Assembly-

" Insist in their disagreement to the I~egislative 
Council's amendment. in clau::-e 20. Except. the omission 
of the last line thereof, to which they agree. 

'
1 But pror.rose to insert t.he follo"Wing new clause to 

follow clause 20 :~ 
H 21. Any verson aggrieved by n, decision of the board, 

whether on an original hearing or on a rehearing, may 
within one month after the pronounci11g of the deCJsion 
or the refusal of tbe Governor in Council to remit the 
matter _to the hoard, as tbe cm:;e may be, appenl from 
the decision to the ~npl·rme Court, which is hereby 
authorised to hear and determine such :tppeal. 

'" The appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing, 
and shall be brought, and the proceedings therein shall 
be had, in such manner as may be prescribed by Rtlles 
of Court. 

" 'rhe appeal shall be heard and determined by a 
z..ingle jurlge, but the judge sha.ll, if retglirecl by eit.her 
}HU'ly to the )q•peal, call in the aid of tv;ro assessors 
specially qualified, aud ~hall hntr and determine the 
matter with the as:o:istance of such assessors. 

"One assessor shall be nominated by each party, but 
such nomination shall he subject to the :tpproYal of the 
judge. 

"Evidence on :tn appeal to the court may be taken in 
the snme manner as is herein before prescribed in the 
case of matters beard and determined by the board. 

"An appeal shall lie to the :b-,ull Court from any 
deehdon of the jndg\3 upon a qnestion of law." 

"Arul also the following new clause to follow clause 
110:--

" So appeal shall lie to the Supreme Conrt from a 
decision of the lJoard cleterminiug the amount of eom­
pensation payable to a pastoral tenant or lessee under 
this part of this Act." 

" Arc not able to agree to the amendment of the 
r.egislatiYe Couneil in elanse en of snbsedion 4 o! 
section 56, but propose to omit the whole of clause (f). 

""'Without waiving t.hcir right to insist only upon the 
reason previously ofl"rred, offer the following additional 
reasons for disagreeing to the amendments in section 
71, alre;ldy disagreed to:~ 

•· Because under the provisions of the 55th section it 
would be possible for a man to aCl{Uire a freehold as 
soon as he had comvlied with the conditions entitling 
him to a lease; 

" l~ccausc it is desired to encourage the acquisition of 
land for bonli .fide and actual settlement only, and 
requirin~ residence for so short a period as 1ive years 
before acquiring a freehold, in the case of large selec­
tions, would not have that effect; 

" Because it is always in the power of Parliament to 
reduce the time if it should be found, on ex11erienec, 
that ten years is too long a period; but the period once 
fixerl as a condition of the lease cannot aftel"wards be 
increased without an unfair violation of vested rights. 

'' And have offered no fnrther rea~ons for disagreeing 
to the other amendnwnts of the Legislative Couneil." 

The POST:MASTJ£R-GENERAL said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-"\Ve none of us have any personal 
experience of the course of procedure to be 
adopted on this occasion ; but it appears, on 
reflection, that the most satisfactory way for us 
to proceed now would be to proceed with the 
motion that was being discussed when the busi­
nes8 of the House was suspended : that was, the 
motion for the adjournment uf the House. "\V hen 
that is disposed of, I propose to move that the 
President leave the chair, and the H 011Se be put 
into a Committee of the "\Vhole for the purpose 
of considering the report of the Council's 
managers to the Free Conference with the Legis­
lative _\.ss em bly. 

Question of adjournment put and negatived. 

ThePOSTMAS'fER-GENERAL: I now beg 
to move that the President leave the ch,-,ir, and 
the House be put into a Committee of the "\V hole 
for the purpose of considering the reply of the 
Council's managers to the Free Conference with 
the Legislative Assembly. 

The HoN. W. H. \VALSH: Hon. gentlemen, 
-This is certainly the most extraordinary 
evening's or day's proceedings I ever \vitnessed 
in my life. \Vithout a spark of regularity in our 
proceedings, we have been going on from bad to 
worse from the commencement made this after­
noon. The most important motion that can be 
m1tde is that the House should adjourn, and that 
motion was this afternoon, without rhyme or 
reason, set at naught by the peculiar conduct­
well, I will s1ty, of the members themselves. lt 
was set aside in such a \va.y as I never saw 
hefore, and as I trnst I shall never see again. 
Bear in mind what I say. \V e have an undoubted 
right to adjourn this House at any moment we 
think fit for the purpose of stopping- >Lll future 
busineRs. "\Ve had a motion for adjournment 
before the House, and that motion was intruded 
upon ttt le,-,st three or four minutes before the 
prescribed time we h,-,d arranged to meet at the 
Conference with the managers from the Legisla­
tive Assembly. I state that distinctly, and I 
will bear no contradiction upon the point. 
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The Ho:-~. W. J<'ORREST: :No. 
The Ho:-~. vV. H. WALSH: \Yhosays "Xo"? 
The HoN. vV. FORHEST : I say "No." 
The HoN. W. H. WALSH: I beg the bon. 

gentleman's pardon-I sny he is wrong. I am 
quite as accurate as lw is in this matter, and I 
say, with all due deference to him, and without 
desiring to contradict him or to doubt his word 
for a moment, tlmt he h:ts been misinformed. I 
s:>y he is wrong, and I can appeal to a surer 
authority than himself on the subject. Let 
that ]JltSs, however, and perhaps the hon. 
member will contradict me in this-I say we 
have a prescriptive right when we want to close 
any business, whether it be a Conference with 
the other Chamber or the consideration of future 
matters, to adjourn this House, and thereby pre­
vent such business ·from proceecling. Can the 
hon. gentleman deny that? I say the hon. 
gentleman by his precipitation or wrong keep­
ing of time assisted in setting aside our un­
doubted prerogative. Of course I slutll meet 
with some objection from the hon. gentle­
man, and other hon. gentlemen holding his 
views in the Chamber, bnt I am now going to 
protest against our being hurried into this with­
out knowing what our delegates have done. It 
may suit the Postmaster-General, who has pro­
bably been advised by his chief to say it is all 
right and all correct. \V e have heard read an 
epitome or category of the proceedings that 
took place at this ever-memorable Conference, 
by the Hon. Mr. Murray-Prior. I did not 
hear a word of what he said. He addre,,sed 
himself, and I think most improperly, if the 
han. g-entleman will allow me to make such a 
statement regarding him, entirely to the Presi­
dent. If I may be allowed, as a junior membe~ 
in this Chamber to himself, I may sfly hi;; dut. 
was to address the members of this House, anc 
not the President; and he addressed himself most 
closely to the President, by which I, and 
probably other members, were unable to catch 
the statements which he was making·, and which, 
I presume, were of an important character. :My 
de~ire now is to point out to this House 
that we are not in a condition to consider 
this subject. \Ve have not received sufficient 
knowledge on the subject. I do not know, for 
inst9.,nce, what n.re the agreements arrived at, 
and what are the arrangements macle, but I do 
know that the Postmaster-General seems tu be 
very satisfied with thent, and is prepared at once 
to rush into the sanctioning of them, and, to me, 
that is a matter of remarkable suspicion. No 
doubt the Hon. Nl:r. I<'orrest, who feels that he, 
next to the Hon. Mr. Gregory, has been the 
author, designer, and creator of all this matter­
:md I give him credit for doing so, but he has his 
weak moments like the rest of us, and I believe 
he has been "got at" thi" very clay ; I believe he 
is going to accede to the rapid passing of these 
agreements, which were not read to the House, 
and which we certainly did not hear. If he is 
going to accede to that, I have no hesitation in 
my own mind in saying that the hun. gentle­
man ha; been ''got. at" by the mellifluous tones 
of the Postmaster-General, or the still more 
engaging manner of, probably, the Premier of 
the colony, with whom I think I have seen 
hirn engaged in most earnest conversation. 
Ho"·ever, hon. gentlemen, I protest against our 
going on with the most important discussion that 
ever engage<! the attention of the Legislature 
this e1·ening, when we literally know nothing 
about the fidelity or the action taken by our 
representati ver-;, I protest ag[dnst our going on 
where we are in a state of utter darkness; and 
especially as the action of our representatives, 
who were the opponents from first to last of this 
,l3ill, seems to have met with the approval of the ho)l, 

the Postmaster-General. The matter is suspicious, 
and I demand that we, as a component part of 
the Legislature of the colony, should let the 
country have an opportunity of seeing what has 
been done, and give them time to form their 
opinions as to our conduct. I say for God's sake 
do not, because our representatives at this Con­
ference chose to have been waylaid, misled, 
cajoled, and taken advantage of by the per­
suasive puwers of the Govermnent-let us not by 
any means consent to them until we understand 
what we are doinf(, and until we thoroughly 
believe that what we are doing is for the best 
interests of the people of the colony. I protest 
against our going on this evening, long before 
we understand what has been the result of this 
weighty Conference, and arriving at a conclusion 
that may affect the future weal and best interests 
of the colony, in order that hon. members may, 
at any rate, exemplify to the country the one 
fact that we aru unwilling to discuss the matter 
without a full knowledge of what we are doing, 
or are prepared blindly to follow the advice of 
the Postmaster-General. I beg to move that--

After a pause-
The Ho:-~. W. H. \VALSH: I have to apologise 

to hon. gentlemen for delaying them a short time 
getting the motion put into shipshape form. 
What I propose to do now is, to move that all 
the words after "that" be omitted, with the 
view of the insertion of the words "that the con­
sideration of the report stand an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow." 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL : I really 
hope the hon. gentleman will not insist upon his 
amendment. vV e are within four or five days 
of Christmas ; everybody in the Legislature is 
exceedingly tired and anxious to get home; there 
has been most unusually prolonged deliberation 
over the Bill ; every little word has been studied 
over and over again, and considering that we 
know it more thoroughly than any other printed 
matter in the world, probably, I think we ought 
to proceed with it and come to a decision. The 
six gentlemen who were appointed to represent 
the views of this Chamber have conferred with the 
Legislative Assembly ; they have mutually come 
to an understanding; that understanding has 
been reported to ns; and does any body believe 
for a moment that any one of those six gentle­
men will go back from that understanding ; that 
any of those six gentlemen will commit a breach 
of the trust reposed in them by the majority of 
this House ; or that if we discussed the matter 
for three weeks longer we will vary one jot from 
the decision arrived at? 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I will. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: One hon. 

gentleman may; but will all the illumination 
that we can throw on the matter alter the result 
in the slightest degree? I say we are committed 
in honour to be guided by the decision those 
gentlemen have arrived at, however--

The Ho:-~. W. H. vVALSH: No, no! 
HONOGI\ABLE ME;J!BEUS : Hear, hear ! 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: However 

distasteful it may be to some members of the 
minority. Under these circumstances-feeling 
satisfied that the prolongation of the discussion 
wrn not vary the result in the slightest degree, 
and considering the late period of the session 
am] the approaching holidays, I earnestly implore 
the hem. gentleman-I think this is the first time 
I have gone so low as that-I earnestly implore 
him not to persist in his amendment. 

The Hox. T. L. MUHRA Y-PRIOR said : 
Hon. gentlen1en,-I fully agree with what the 
hnn. the Postmaster-General has said, and trust 
that the Hon. Mr. Walsh will not press hi* 
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amendment, which he must see is distasteful to 
the Council generally. He may depend upon it 
that the managers of the Conference for this House 
fully understood their duties, and discharged them 
to' the best of their ability for the good of the 
country. I am sorry the hon. gentleman did not 
hear me, but I had a Bill to present to the 
hon. the PrPsident, awl I also went where I did 
to be near the lamp in order to see what I had to 
read. Hat! I known that the hon. gentleman 
did not hear me, I should certainly have tried to 
see from another place. There Wits no intention 
of any discourtesy on my part. I think, as the 
hon.l'ostmaster-General has said, that no matter 
how long the discue>ion may be prolonged, we 
will arrive at no other determination than we 
have arrived at. I believe the hon. gentleman 
has arranged for printed copies of the report of 
the 1nanagers to be sent round to hon. rnembers, 
so that we shall be able to read them at once. 

The Ho:-~. J. TAYLOR: Hon. gentlemen,-! 
quite agn;e with what the hon. the Postmaster­
General has stated, and I feel very vexed and 
annoyed that the Hon. Mr. \Valsh should assert 
his right to persist in his amendment. The 
Postmaster-General begged of him not to oppose 
going on with this business, and almost went 
down on his knees to him. 

The Ho:-~. \V. H. \V ALSH : No, no ! 

The Ho:-~. J. TAYLOR: Very nearly; I 
watched him. I hope and trust the hon. member 
will not maintain his opposition to business novr 
going on. I, myself, thoroughly understood 
what the Hon. Mr. MUl-ray-Prior read, and I 
am perfectly ~;;tisfied in every respect with what 
our mana,.·ers have done in the Conference. They 
have done far more than I, for one, expected they 
would; and I consider that it is a great victory 
for the old women and imbeciles of this House 
to gain. \Ve have been called so; but I say 
that, at any rate, the party we sent down has 
been n,ble to cope with the others ; and I hope 
that the other House is as well satisfied with 
the result n,s we are. 

The Ho:-~. W. GRAHAM said: Hon. gentle­
men,-! do not admire very much the taste of the 
last remarks of the Hon . .1\fr. Tay lor. I do not 
look upon it as a great victory, and even if I did I 
do not consider it is decent or in good taste to talk 
ofitas a great victory. \Vehavetried to dowhatwe 
could, and I suppose we have done it. I honestly 
confess that I do not know what we have done 
yet. I have no doubt the Hon. Mr. Murray­
Prior was perfectly in order in turning his back 
upon the whole House and addressing himself 
to the President. He is a gentleman who is always 
right in those little details, but still it was a little 
mvkward for people sitting here to hear him; and 
I certainly do not know what the managers of 
the Conference have done, and I am not going to 
pass any great eulogism upon them until I find 
what they have done. I have had put into my 
hands clause 21, which I find, as printed, is 
incorrect ; that it is not what they agreed to at 
all. I had to get one of the managers to put in 
pencil for me the alterations that have been 
made. I think there is no need for hurrying on, 
and we might very well take this business to­
morrow. I think we may very well wait until 
the proceedings are printed, and members of the 
House have a chance of seeing what our managers 
have done for us. We shall then be in a much 
better position to debate the r1uestion-bec,,,use 
it is not finished. \Ve have not yet agreed to 
what our managers have done, and I think we 
ought to know clearly and distinctly what they 
have done before coming to any decision in the 
matter. 

The POSTMASTER-GENER.\.L: It will be 
clearly explained in committee. 

The HoN. \V. FOR REST said: Hon. gentle­
men,-! do not know how far the Hon. Mr. 
Graham is in order in referring to a paper which 
is not properly in the hands of any hon. member. 
There were some resolutions printed for the con­
venience of the managers of the Conference, and 
which were placed before them. Some were 
agreed to, others were amended, and one of the 
printed papers containing a resolution that wag 
amended has found its way into the hands of the 
Hon. Mr. Graham, and he has taken occasion to 
raise a discussion with respect to it. He says 
that he had to get it corrected by one of the 
managers. I do not think he ought to attempt 
to raise a discussion respecting- it. I know that 
the manager who gave him the information told 
him also that the correct document is now in the 
hands of the hon. the President ; so that if he 
took one portion of the information from that 
manager he ought to have taken the other, and 
made no reference to it. As far as settling this 
matter is concerned, I think we have discussed 
it quite long enough. \Ve all know all about 
the Bill. Those who do not know the Bill have 
eYidently bePn paying no attention to it. :For 
my own part, I have got it off by heart, and I 
can say that I gave the matter in the Conference 
just as careful consideration n,s I did when it 
wn,s before this House; and if hon. members, 
who object to going on with this business be­
cause they do not understand it, had g-iven it the 
same consideration that I and other hon. mem­
ber~ have bestowed upon it, they would know 
aJl about the Bill and the amendments. 

The HoN. \V. GRAHAM: Hon. gentle­
men--

The PRESIDENT: The hon. g,entleman has 
spoken. 

The HoN. W. GRAHA:YI: I wish to maJre an 
explanation. 

The PRESIDENT : It can only be clone by 
the consent of the House. If any hon. member 
objects you cannot speak. 

The Ho:-~. W. GRAHAJIII: I say the state­
ment is untrue. 

The Ho:-~. \V. FOllREST: I protest against 
this--

The PRESIDEN'r: It is utterly irregular. 
Question-That the words proposed to be 

omitted stand part of the question-put, and the 
House divided:-

CoN'l'E:XT.s, 20. 
The Hons. C. S. ::\Iei.n, J . .Swan, A. Haff, A. J. 'l'hynne, 

fJ.\ L. l\Iurray-Prior, P. l\Ia..cpherson, J. C. Heussler, 
J. F. •rcDougall, J. C. Smyth, F. IL Hart, W. Aplin, 
\\". Forrest, A. I-I. \Yils·on, G. King, "~- F. Lambert, 
·w. D. Box. J, Taylor, A. C. Gregory, "\V. Pettigrew, and 
D. ~'. Roberts. 

1\Q_?;i-COXTENTS, 4. 

rrhe Hons. J. S. rrurner, \V. H. "\Valsh, "r· Graham, and 
K. I. O'Doherty. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Original question put and passed; and the 

Rouse went into Committee. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that as 

there seemed to be some doubt as to the result 
of the Conference, with the permission of the 
Committee he would endeavour to give them 
complete information. He would first read the 
report of the managers ; and if hrm. gentlemen 
would keep the Bills in their hands they would 
be able to follow him. [The Postmaster-General 
then read the report at length.] Having read 
the report as brought up by the Hon. Mr. 
Murray-Prior, he woulrl now ask hon. gentle­
men to turn to the message last sent by 
the Council to the Assembly, which contained 
the points at issue between the two Houses up 
to the present moment. They would then be 
able to understand exactly the results of the 
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Conference. It would be more convenient perhaps 
to allude to the matter" ,;eriatim. The question 
with regard to pre-emptions remained as the 
Council left it-that was to say, their amend­
ments in c!ftuses 6 and 7 ·had not been 
referred to in the Conference. The effect of 
that was simply that a rneseage would be 
sent to the Assembly, saying that the 
Council insisted on their amendments in clauses 
6 and 7, to which the Assembly had disagreed. 
Nothing was said in the report about Part V. 
with regard to scrub lanclR, the effect being that 
inasmuch as the Assembly did not offer any 
further reasons, it was unde"tood that the 
Council would insist upon their amendments 
relating to the Fxcision of the provision' of the 
Bill with regccrd to scrub laud.<. In reference to 
clauses 20 and 21, the effect was that the Council 
would not iru;ist upon its provioion tlmt there 
should be an appeal from the decision of the 
board to arbitrators appointed by the different 
parties; but it was provided that there should 
be an a.ppeal from the decision of the bmtrd to a 
judge of the Supreme Court, assisted by two 
assessors approved by him, and nominated by 
the parties intere.,ted if they so wished ; and 
that an appeal should lie from that judge 
to the Full Comt on matters of bw, the 
appeal from the board having to be made 
wi!hin four weeks after the decision objected to. 
Wrth regard to the amendment in subsection 1 
of clause 28, nothing was said; so that the 
Council would insist on their amendment in that 
subsection. Nothing was said in the report \dth 
regard to those portions of the Bill providino- for 
the increase of the maximum area of agricultural 
farms; and the effect was that the Council 
would insist upon their amendment increasing 
the maximum from !JGO acreo to 1,280 acres. The 
particular reference to clause (f) in subsection 
4 of clause 56 amounted to this : that the Con­
ference had agreed that the matter in dispute 
\~ould be settled by excising cbuse (f) altogether. 
'I he effect of this would be that agricultural and 
grazing farms would be in the same category as 
runs held by pastoral tenants. The board would 
d_etermine the rent for each successive period, and 
erther go below or above the previous amount no 
minimum or maximum being fixed. \Vith 're­
gard to the amendments in clause 71, to which 
he saw no reference in the report, it was proposed 
that the Council should not im;ist on their 
amendment providing that instead of ten yet;,rs 
beiNg the period during which an ao-ricnltnral 
lessee should be in occupation before the rio-ht to 
purchase should accrue, he should be in ogcupa­
ti_o:r only five ye':rs; in other words, the pro­
vrsrons of the Brll m that respect as they came 
from the Legislative Assembly would be accepted 
-that was, the word ''ten," for which the Council 
had substituted" five," was to be retained. To 
bring matters now to a point he proposed that 
the House insist on their amendments in clause 
1; clause 4, lines 14 and 39; on the omission 
of clauses 75 to 79 ; and on their amendments in 
clauses 121 and 139. Those were the amend­
ments which provided for the excision of the 
provisions with regard to scrub farms. 

The HoN. W. H. \VALSH said there was 
something extremely curious in the motion as 
put, and the impotent explanation given by the 
Postmaster-General with regard to clause 71. 
The clause had apparently been omitted from 
observation-was he right there? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : I said I 
did not see it in the report. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH said the hon. 
gentleman found that there was an error and he 
tried to glide over it. But should not the Com­
mittee rlemand a straightforward, plain explana­
tion? He felt a certain amount of shame come 

over him in regard to that one clause. He did 
not know what it contained, or anything about 
it. Yet the manager of the Conference was 
going to all(nv the n1otiou to pa~s 'vithout 
offering any explanation. \V as that the way 
Laud Bill~ ohould pass·; \V as it by blundering 
ttnd colluswu ? He remembered the Land Bill 
of 1868 passing. He then told the Minister for 
Lands of the day that he crawled down 
on hi.s Yery belly to get the Bill passed 
by the Aosembly ; and he never made a 
trner ~tatenl8nt. :'\nd were they now going 
to drag the Land Bill through that Chamber? 
The l'o,;tnmster-General stumJ,led over a miotake 
made in the report, and tho mamwer of the 
Conference was not going to give anY explana­
tion. 

The HoN. T. L. MUHRAY-PRIOR: I am. 
The Hox. W. H. WALSH said he thought 

he could awaken the hon. gentlmnan to a Hense 
of hit> duty, and a knowledge of that high 
cbn,~acter. he possessed a~ a 1nanager of any 
busmess m that Chamber. But how would 
it have been if he had not rioen ? They 
had the acknowledgment of the Postmaster­
General that t.lre clause had been imtdvertently 
omitted, and but for him (Hon. Mr. \Valoh) the 
rmmager of the Conference would have allowed 
the omission to pa.~s without explanation. 
Surely he was entitled to some acknowlecl"­
ment when he pointed out those serious defect~! 
Rurely the country was not reduced to such a 
strait that they were compelled to pass a Land 
Bill whichmightseritnmly affect the fnturewelfare 
of the colony before they understood it! \Vas tlwre 
one hon. gentleman, except those who attended 
the Conference, who knew one bit about the agree­
ment entered into with the other Chamber? At 
an earlier period of the evening he importuned 
for the postponement of the debate till to-mor­
row; and was the Bill of such insignificance to 
the country that they could not afford that time 
for its consideration? \V ere their private obli­
gations and public exigencies so great that 
they could not wait one night before entering on 
the consideration of such an important matter? 
\Vas it to be hurried forward simply because 
five or six members of that House 'had been 
appointed to assist at a Conference- simply 
because thev agreed to it? \Vas a measure so 
seriously affecting the future interests of the 
colony to be hurried forward in that way? And 
then, in the very first resolution, moved by the 
Postmaster-General, he had to confess that there 
was ~omething wrong in clause 71, and he 
did not understand it. He itn]Jlored them, 
as members who had the sacred charge of 
the de,tinies and property of the colony, to look 
seriously into the duties that devolved upon them. 
He implored them not to allow an important 
measure of that kind, affecting the future weal 
a_nd welfare of the colony, to be hurried through 
srmply because some members from the Darlino­
Downs wished to get to their homes, or be". 
cause the Postmaster-General, at .the instiga­
tion of his colleague, wished to close the session. 
It was not their duty to close the session, but it 
was their duty to see that the welfare of the colony 
was secured. That evening when they com­
menced, and he saw that a certain amount of 
ignorance prevailed and an undue anxiety pre­
vailed on the part of hon. mem hers to rush the 
Bill through, he asked, as he had a perfect 
right to do, that they should postpone the 
further consideration 0f it till to-morrow. If 
that was asking too much on behalf of the people 
of the country then let him demand nothing more 
than their right. 

The HoN. T. L. MURRAY-PRIOR said 
that the Hon. Mr. \Valsh said that but for him 
the managers of the Conference would never 
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have gh·en any information. How could the 
hon. gentleman say that? The motion now 
before the House was simply a motion about 
scrub farms. 

The HoN. \V. H. W .ALSH : I do not care. 
That was not the nwtion. 

The HoN. T. L. MUHHAY-PlUOR s01id the 
Postrna~ter.General was going through the Bill, 
01ml he would read to the hon. gentleman what 
was said upon that subject. 

The HoN. IV. H. IVALSH: He;w, hear! 
I will be very glad to hem· it. \\' e did not hear 
it before. 

The HoN. T. L. MUHR.A Y-l'HIOR said the 
hon. gentleman should underFotand that he wa" 
not the only one who wished to see that the 
welfare of the country was looked to. 

The HoN. ·w. H. WALSH: Prove it! 

The Hox. T. L. :iUUHRA Y-PRIOR said he 
would again reftd fnr the hon. gentleman what 
he unfortunately had not heard, upon that 
portion to which the hon. gentleman referred ; 
and he trusted the hon. member would then be 
satisfied:-

f< -Without waiving thdr right to insist only upon tlle 
reason preYiously offered, offer the following additiowLl 
rea~om; for di::;ngreeing t.o the amemlments in seetion 71, 
alrea.cly disagreell to:-

" Becanse under tlw provisions of the 55th section it 
would be possible for n man to al'tluire a freeholfl ns 
soon a~ he had complied w·itll the conditions entitling 
him to a lease ; 

"Because it is d.esired to encourage the arqniBition of 
land for bond .fhle and actual settlement only, and 
requiring residence for so short. a period as liYe yC'ars 
before actluiring a fre.eholU, in the ca.se of larg-e ::elections, 
wonlc1 not have that effect; 

" Because it is always in the powtr of Parliament to 
reduce the time if it should be found, ou experience. 
that teu years is too long a period; but the period once 
fixed as a condition of the lease mmnot afterwards 
be incn,ased without an unfair violation of vested 
rights.'' 
It was not to be supposed that a conference 
between two sections of Parliament could agree, 
having certain disagreentents bet\veen then1, 
without one party giving way in something; 
that was what they had done, and he himself 
thought they had done right in so acting. It 
was simply that in clause 71, where the 
Council omitted the five years with a view 
of substituting ten years, and he was 
inclined for one to agree to it, because ho 
found he had been wrong in his previous reason­
ing upon the Bill. He had thought that if they 
omitted eftch ten yem·s it would really amount to 
thirteen years, and if five years, it would amount 
to eight years ; because a certain tiine would 
have to elapse before the improvements could 
possibly be made. He found, on further looking 
into the matter, that the lease commenced frm~ 
the first, and therefore the period of ten years 
would only mem1 ten years, and not thirteen 
ye;u·s; and it could be altered if Parliament 
thought it necessary to do so. It was well 
known that the Bill was a kind of experiment, 
and he believed it would have to be remodelled 
before very long, and that would be one question 
thrtt would require remndelliug. He trnoted the 
hon. g·entlernan was satisfied with what he had 
said. 

The HoN. W. H. \VALSH said he did not 
understand the hon. gentleman, and therefore he 
was not satisfied. He wanted to know how it 
was that the 71st clause had been referred to by 
the Postmaster-General, without his being able 
to explain its quality or connection with the Bill 
at nil. He dared to say it was in the secret 
mind of the hon. the conductor of that league, 
or conference. He did not wish to use any dis· 
respectful terms in speaking of it. 

The HoN. T. L. MURRA Y-PRIOR said 
he could give the h<m. member further infor· 
mation if he wished it. 

An HoNOt:R.\BLE MEiiiBEH : X o. 
The HoN. \V. H. WALSH said the hon· 

member would be told not to do it. Certain 
members of the Conference had got their 
little ganw, and they told th<o hon. the 
le>tder of the Conference not to disclose it. 
The doors were shut when they ought to he laid 
wide open. He was not going to prolong the 
discus,ion, but he simply 'aid that they were not 
in a position at all to understttnd or to ag-ree to 
the arrang-ements made at that Conference. The 
matter should be adjourned, and they should be 
called upon to-morrow or 01t some future time 
to say whether they agreed to the arrangements 
made or not. They should be given time to 
understand them, and to expect the Postmaster· 
General to describe them without being pressed 
on, because the Hon. JV1r. Forrest, the Hon. iVIr. 
1\lnrrny-l'rior, and the Hon. JYir. Taylor,andothers 
of that ilk were satisfierl with them. He was not. 
However, the idea of such a conclave agreeing 
to the management of the Postmaster-General 
was quite sufficient to induce him to object to 
the proceedings in the strongest possible term5. 
He again urged the Postmaster-General to move 
the Chairman out of the chair, in order that 
they might know more than they did then of 
what they were doing- when they were next 
called upon to discuss the matter. 

The Hos. A. H. \VILSON said he was very 
sorry to mise any objection to anything that had 
been done that afternoon ; but he really thought 
the Hon. Mr. \Valsh was quite right. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he 
would point out that they were not now discus­
sing clause 71. 'l'hey were discussing the pro­
visions with regard to scrub !awls. \Vhen they 
came to clause 71 the hon. gentleman could 
discuss it. 

(~uestion put and passed. 
The POSTMASTER-GENEHAL mO\·ed that 

the House insist on the amendments in clauses 
6 and 7. Those were the clauses relating to pre­
emption. 

The Hox. \V. H. WALSH said if ever there 
was a spectacle in parliamentary manag·ement 
offered to the world that was one just exhibited. 
Here they had a Bill brought in by the Govern­
ment, upon which, so far as they possibly could, 
they had assured the country they meant to 
stand or fall, th"t they meftnt to make their 
railroads by; and the most important clause in 
the Bill had not only been dealt with by the 
Opposition, and pftrticularly by the Hon. Mr. 
1\lurray-Prior, and the Hon. Mr. _Gregory, 
and other Darling Downs representatlVes, but 
it was absolutely objected to in toto, and at 
the time it was so it appeared so important a 
clause in connection with the Bill that the very 
destinies, faith, and character of the Government 
depended on its being carried. He remembered 
well asking, openly, after that clause was struck 
out by a very larg·e division in that Chamber, 
whether the Postmaster-General could with any 
decency or self-respect to himself and the Gov­
ernment proceed with the Bill. The hon. 
gentleman submitted to the defeat, and certainly 
left the impression npon him that the result 
would be to hem. gentlemen sitting on the other 
side a verv serious disaster. But now he found 
that the Postmaster-General got up in that 
Chamber and moved that the amendment made 
in the other Chamber to restore that clause to 
the Bill should be disagreed to, and that with 
respect to the clause introduced by the Gov­
ernment which contained the whole pith, 
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question, character, and conduct of the Govern • 
ment. ·well, was ever such a sight before. 
Here was a clause which contained the whole 
essence and pith of the Government measure 
-the one with which they posed before the 
country, and upon which they demanded the 
support of the people of the country to enable 
them to exact something from the occupiers of 
Crown lands. And yet, in the face of that, 
they had the extraordinary spectacle that 
evening of the Postmaster-General moving 
that amendment which was tantamount to 
saying that the clause should stand as it was, 
that the amendments made by the represen­
tatives of the people in the other Chamber, 
should be disagreed to. ·well, thank God, he 
did not belong to a Government that would sub­
mit to such proceedings. Let him, at any rate, 
as he did most loudly that evening, raise his 
voice in opposing such parliamentary practice ; 
such yielding to the big squatting influences 
that seemed to dominate over the Govern­
ment at that moment ; such a desecration of 
the proper power which a Government should 
exercise ; and, further, such a departure from 
their public announcements of their political 
procedure which they had made from time 
to time. He should vote against the motion if it 
was only to save the Government from what he 
considered would be the ignominy and infamy of 
sanctioning such a motion as that. The clause 
of all clauses upon which the Government staked 
their existence, as the grand panacea for all land 
edls, and the clause upon which they were going 
to raise a revenue for the carrying on of public 
works in the colony-the chmse, he said, of all 
clauses upon which they staked their existence as 
a Liberal Ministry, and as a Ministry capable 
of carrying out great works-that clause was 
going to be abandoned at the instigation of half-a­
dozen squattem in that Chamber. 

Question put, and the Committee divided:­

Co:-tr_KKTs, 20. 
'l'he Hons. C. S. Thfein, T. r,.JHurray-Prior, W. Pettigrew, 

\'V. P. Lambert, A. J. 'rhynne, J. Swan, P. 1\'Iacpherson, 
A. Raft', F. II. Hart, A. C. G-regory, A. H. Wilson, G. King, 
J. ·p, 3IcDouga.ll, K. I. O'Doherty, J. S. Turner, W. F01·rest, 
W. Aplin, J. Taylor, J. C. IIeussler, and J. C. Smyth. 

No~-CoNTEN'l', 1. 
The Hon. W. H. Walsh. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he 

now begged to propose : That the Committee 
do not insist upon their amendments in clauses 
20 and 21; subsection 8 of clause 27, to which the 
Legislative Assembly have objected ; and agree 
to the proposed new clauses to follow clauses 
20 and 110. Those were the clauses that 
dealt with appeal. It was provided that 
there should be an appeal from the decision 
of the board to a judge of the Supreme 
Court, assisted by two assessors named by the 
parties and approved by him ; an appeal lying 
from the judge upon the questions of land to the 
full court, but there should be no appeal to 
the Supreme Court upon questions with regard 
to compensation. 

The HoN. T. L. MURRAY-PRIOR said he 
would point out that clause 20 was restored to its 
original form, with the exception of the last line, 
which sttid that "the decision of the board upon 
a rehearing shall be final." 

The POSTMASTER-GEN"ERAL sa,id, to 
place the matter beyond doubt, he would with­
draw his previous motion, and substitute the 
following :-That the Committee do not insist 
upon their amendment in clause 20, except the 
omission of the last line thereof. 

Question put and passec1. 
L88l-2 F 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
the Committee agree to the following new cb.use 
to follow clause 20 :-

21. Any person aggrieved by n decision of the boarrl, 
whether on an original hearing or on a rehearing, 1nay 
within one month after the pronouncing of the decision 
or the refusal of the Governor in Council to rmnit the 
matter to the board, as the case may be, appeal from 
the decisi0n to the Supreme Court, which is hereby 
authorised to hear and determine such appeal. 

The appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing, 
and shall be brought, and the proceedings therein shall 
be had, in such manner as may be prescribed by rule of 
court. 

'file appeal shall be heard and determined by a single 
judge, but the judge shall, if required by either party 
to the ap1Jeal, call in the aid of two assessors specially 
qualified, and shall hear and determine the matter with 
the assistanc@ of such assessors. 

One assessor shall be nominated by each party, but 
such nomination shall be subject to the approval of the 
judge. 

Evidence on an appeal to the court may be taken in 
the same manner as is hereinbefore prescribed in the 
case of matters lleard and determined by the board. 

An appeal shall lie to the Full Court from any deci­
sion of the judge upon a question of law. 

Question put and passed. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved 

that the Committee agree to the following new 
clause to follow clause 110 :-

Ill. No ap1wal shall lie to the Supreme Court from 
the decisions of the board determining the amount of 
compensation payable to a pastoral tenant or lessee 
under this part of the Act. 

Question put and passed. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
the Committee insist upon their amendment in 
clause 21, and subsection 8 of clause 27. 

Question put and passed. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 

the Committee insist upon their amendment in 
subsection 1 of clause 28. 

Question put and passed. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 

the Committee insist upon their amendments in 
clause 43 ; 2nd paragraph of clause M : and 1st 
paragraph of clause 70. 

Question put and passed. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 

the Committee agree to the omission in clause j, 
subsection 4, of clause 56. 

Question put and passed. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 

the Committee do not insist on their amendments 
in clause 71. 

The HoN. A. H. WILSON said he did not 
wish to make any objection to the amendment, 
hut he did not agree with the printed explana­
tion, which said:-

"Because it is desired to encourage the acquisition of 
land for bona .flcle and actual settlement only, and 
requiring residence for so short a period as five years 
before acquiring a freehold in the case of large selec­
tions would not have that effect." 

He had for the last eighteen years had a very 
great deal to do with selections, and the more he 
saw of the Bill the more he was convinced that 
it legislated for the squatters against the 
selectors. Selectors would take up land on the 
understanding that before it was their own they 
must reside on it for five years, and that was 
quite long enough : but to reside on it for ten 
years before they had a right to call it their own 
was too much. Yet the Asselllbly tried to make 
out that ten years were the s'ome to a selector as 
five years. He objected to that assumption, and 
if it came to a division he should oppose the 
motion. 
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The HoN. W. FORRgST said he disagreed 
with the Hon. Mr. Wilson altogether with 
regard to the advantages conferred on the 
squatters by the Bill. As nobody more strongly 
opposed the condition imposing ten years' resi­
dence on selections than he (Hon. Mr. Forrest), 
he would give his reason for having changed 
his opinion. It was contained in the last 
objection brought forward by the Assembly :-

"Because it is always in tile p0wer of Parliament to 
reduce the time if it should be round, on experience, 
that ten years is too long a period ; but the period once 
fixed as a condition of the lease cannot afterwards be 
increased without an unfair violation of vested rights." 

When he heard that he had no answer to make. 
Parliament conld alwavs reduce an excess of 
burden, but could not fairly increase an amount 
once fixed. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said that, in 
addition to what the Hon. Mr. Forrest had just 
said, there was, to his mind, in the last reason 
of the Assembly managers, practically a direct 
invitation to selectors as soon as they had taken 
up selections to agitate for not only a reduction 
of that particular restriction, but the removal of 
many other harassing restrictions which the Bill 
imposed upon them. The very fact of the question 
h'wing been so much debated in that Chamber 
:Lnd elsewhere, and the extreme stringency of the 
condition in1posing ten years' reHidence, would 
precipitate the remedy for what he had always 
held to be unfair conditions upon selectors both 
of grazing and agricultural farms. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said he had 
hoped that five years would have been decided 
upon; but the Conference, of course, involved 
some concession on both sides-they could not 
expect the Assembly to concede everything and 
they nothing. In that case the concession was 
one which they might fairly make ; because it 
would be five years before it could come into 
operation, and there would be ample opportunity 
for the Legislature to reconsider the question, 
and, if they considered it desirable, to reduce 
the ten years to five. As he said before, 
they could not concede everything to the 
Assembly, nor could the Assembly concede 
everything to the Council, and that was one of 
the matters of compromise. 

The HoN. A. H. WILSON: A compromise in 
favour of the squatters. 

The HoN. vV. H. \V ALSH said the words of 
the Hon. Mr. Gregory implied that in order 
to secure a successful result at the Conference 
the Council must show a craven spirit-they 
must make concession ; but he (Hon. M1:. 
\Valsh} said that the representatives of the 
Council should have shown a bold front, and 
stuck to the resolutions adopted by the Council. 
'rhe representatives of the Council at that enter­
tainment, or whatever it might be called, should 
never have made concessions at all; they should 
have supported the feeling of the Council. If 
they felt that they could not thoroughly support 
them they should have returned and repre­
sented the dilemma in which they were placed; but 
they should not have made one single surrender of 
the position, rights, and feelings of that Chamber. 
But under the management, or super-manage­
ment, or extra-management of the Hon. l\1r. 
Gregory, with apparently the connivance of 
the Postmaster-General, their rights, liberties, 
claims, and designs were bartered away; and 
now they were told that the managers made the 
best bargain they possibly could by consenting 
to the arrangements proposed. They should 
despise such arrangements. They had agreed to 
what were to be"the principles of the Land Bill; 
they had delegated Ja party to represent them at 

the Conference and perform certain duties, and 
he did not hesitate to say that those duties had 
not been faithfully performed. 

The HoN. A. H. WILSON said he should 
like to have some explanation, which might go 
before the country, in regard to the condition of 
ten years' residence on a selection. No reply 
had been given to the question he asked before­
he had been treated with contempt. The condi­
tion of ten years' residence would not give the 
selectors any chance ; in fact, with such a 
condition they would not have the heart to take 
up selections at all. He must confess that he 
did not understand a bit about the Conference. 
It seemed that everything was against the. sele<;­
tors. He was not a squatter, and must g1Ye Ius 
feelings to the selectors, who were, he considered, 
being very badly trea.ted. ·why should selectors 
reside ten years on a piece of land before they 
had a ri"ht to call it their own? It was quite 
enoug·h to expect people to reside on land for five 
year~ before it became their own; but it was 
ridiculous to fix so long n, term cts ten years. 

Question put, and the Committee di,-ided :­

CoNTENTs, 16. 
'l'he Hons. Sir A. H. Pa.lmer, f1. H. )It·in, .l. Sw;~n, 

T. I.~. :Jlurray-l'rior, A. Hnff, ,J. C. IleusslPr, .J. S. Tnrner, 
"~· F. J.~amhcrt, G. King'. 1L Aplin, J. C. 8myth, 
W. Forrest. A. C. Grcgory, ,V, l)cttigre,v, A. J. ThJ une, 
and F. II. Hart. 

XoN-Cf>XT!::NTS, 3. 

The Hons. A. II. Vi'ilson, r. :Jlacpherson, and 
W. H. Walsh. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 

the Chairman leave the chair and report the 
resolutions of the Committee to the House. 

The HoN. W. H. \V ALSH said he could not 
understand at all what they were doing with the 
Bill that evening. They had been discussing for 
the last three or four hours a matter they did 
not understand, and they would be in the same 
position for the next three or four hours to go on 
with the matter of that kind. He could not 
understand, therefore, why the Postmaster­
General should move the Chairman out of the 
chair. 

The POSTMASTER-GEKERAL: We have 
done all the work. 

The Hox. W. H. W ALSH said that surely 
the hon. the Postmaster-General might find 
some other congenial work to go on with-some 
other sacrifices of the people's rights. He simply 
protested, and he had to say that the further 
consideration of that matter should not at any 
rate be brou"ht before them at least for a few 
days so that they might have time to fully con­
sider it. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed, the CHAIR1IAN reported 
that the Committee had come to certain resolu­
tions, and on the motion of the POSTMASTER­
GENERAL the report was adopted. 

The POSTMASTEH-GEKERAL: I beg to 
move that the resolutions as agreed to be for­
warded to the Legislative Assembly with the 
following message :-

MR. SPEAKER, 

Legislative Council Chamber, 
Brisbane, 18th December, 1881. 

The Legh:;:1ative Council, having taken into con­
sideration the report of the managers on their behalf 
on the l,ree Conference with thn Legislative A;.;semhly 
relative to their amendments in the Crown I1ands Rill, 
which 'vere disagreed to by the Assembly and insisted on 
by the Council, beg now to intimate that they-
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Ins.ist on their amendments in clause 1, clause 4, 
Hues 14 and 39, on the omission of clauses 75 to 79 in­
clusive, and on their amendments in clauses 121 and 
139, for the reasons already urged. 

Insist on their amendments in clauses 6 and 7 for 
the reasons already urged. 

Do not insist on their amendment in clause 20, ex­
~ept the omission of the last line of the clause. 

Agree to the insertion of the following new clause to 
follow clause 20 :-

21. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the board, 
whether on an original hearing or on a rehearing, 
may within one month after the pronouncing of the 
decision or the refusal or the Governor in Council to 
remit the matter to the board,as the c~tse may be, appeal 
from the decision to the Suprmr"e Court, which is hereby 
authorised to heat· and determine such appeal. 

rrhe appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing, 
and shall be lJrought, and the proc!'edings therein shall 
he had, in such manner as may be prescribed by ltules 
of Court. 

rl'he appeal shall be heard and determined by a 
single jndge, bnt the judge shall, if retluired by either 
yarty to the appeal, call in the aid of two a.o:;sessors 
spcdally qualified, and ~haU hear and determine the 
matter with the assistance of such assessors. 

One assef;sor shall be nominated by each party, but 
sneh nomination ~hall be sutject to the approval of the 
judge. 

Jo:yiflcncc on an appeal to the court may he taken in 
the Rawe manner as is hPrPinlwi'orc pre:-;erihecl in the 
ca:-:e ot' mat t.ers hcrtrd and determined by the board. 

An appeal :shall lie to the .Fnll Court from any 
ded:sion of the judge upon a question of law. 

And the following new clause to follow clause llO :­
Xo appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court from a 

decision of the board determining the amount of com­
pensation payable to a pastoral tenant or a lessee under 
thh; part of this Act. 

Insist on their amendments in clause 21, and sub­
section 8 of clause 27. 

Insist on their amendu:ent in subsection 1 of clause 
28, for reasons already urged. 

Insist on their amendments in clause ·i3 in the 
second paragraph of clause 51, and the first paragravh 
of clause 70, for the reasons already urged. 

Agree to the omission of clause (f) of subsection .:t, 
of clause 56. 

And do uot insist on their amendments in clause 71, 
to which the Legislative Assembly disagreed. 

A. li. PAL31EH, 

J>resident. 

I beg to move that the message, as read by me, 
be forwarded to the Legislative Assembly. 

Question put and passed. 

OI<'FICIALS IN PARLIAMENT BILL. 

On the Order of the Day being read, 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 

the President leave the chair, and the House be 
pnt into a Committee of the ·whole to consider 
this Bill. 

The HoN. W. H. vV ALSH: Hon. gentle­
men,-I put it to the hon. the Postmaster-G•meral 
whether we have not done enough business for 
this evening. There has been a most extra­
ordinary meeting of certain members in this 
House. I saw the Hon. Mr. Murray-Prior 
most earnestly and energetically carrying on a 
correspondence with the President. I saw other 
hon. members of the House equally engaging 
the attention of the Clerk at the table. It 8eems 
to me that smne proceedings going on have 
entirely engrossed the attention of hon. members. 

The POSTMAST1m-G ENERAL : If the hon. 
gentleman will pardon me, I have something to 
say, which will save the hon. gentleman speaking 
any more. With the permisRion of the House, 
I will withdraw my motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdmwn. 
The House adjourned at twenty-fhe minute& 

to 10 o "clock. 




