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440 Crown Lands Bill. [COUNCIL.] Personal E.qilanation. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

WedneBdap, 17 DeeemiJe?', 1884. 

Personal I<~xplanation.-Crown Lands Rill-proposed 
conferen<>e.- Question.-- Defence Bill.- Sandgate 
Rail,vay }~xtension.-:\Iembers Expenses Bil1-seconcl 
reacling.-Officials in ParUament Bill·-.-.:ecoud 
reading.-BundalJerg Gas and Coke Company Bill-
second reading.-Adjonrnment. 

The PRESIDEKT took the chair at 4 o'clock. 

PERSOXAL EXPLA:\'ATION. 
The HoC'!. K. I. O'DOHERTY said: Hon. gen

tlemen,--! riee to move the adjournment of the 
House. I regret that to-day I again should have 
to take this course in order to refer to a matter 
per.snnal to myself, but I trust the Hon'e will 
excuse me when I state the facts. It 
has come to my knowledge that <luring 
the rather heated little discussion th<tt 
occurred in the House recently between my
self and the hon. :Postmaster-General, a remark 
which I made on that occasion ha.s been very 
greatly misunderstood. The remark I made 
was that l ventured to rtnestion the good taste 
of the hon. the Postmaster-Geneml in refer
ring to my connection \Vith a certain con1pany 
PXiRting in this colony in Huch tern1s a:s to 
bring before the attention of the House the 
relation in which I stood to that company. 
I spoke of him then as the solicitor of 
the company, and on that ground I 
questioned the good taste with which he 
introduced his remarks in reference to it. It has 
con1e to 111y know ledge that an impresHinu has 
g-ot abroad that in making- that statement I 
referred to the Hon. JV[r. Mein as my solicitor, 
and th;ct I charged him with a breach of profes· 
sional trnst in bring'ing th~ 1natter bef'1re 
the Hou,e, occupying- that capacity. Bnt 
hon. gentlemen will nnderst<tnd the position 
when I 0xplain that the Hon. l\Ir. l\Iein has 
never been my solicitor, but simply the solici
tor of the eo m pany ; and whatever the hon. 
gentlem:m has done, or whatever facts he has 
stated in connection with that company, are 
before the public in the "Registrar's Office in the 
articles of association drfLwn up by hirn as Roli
citor of the company. 'Therefore there was 
really no secret whatever to be divulged by him, 
a:-; e\~er:v particle of bu,.,iner:s in connection with 
thnt company has been already Jmblished in the 
article~ of Hk~ociation, and also in the rPpnrts of 
the CO!l1)1any thnt haVe been j)U bJished. [ feel 
called npon, therefore, to set anybody in this 
Chamber or outside right in that matter. I deeply 
regret that I was eYer calleLl upon to tnake use of 
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the observation I did. I regret it mainly because 
I have reason to believe, since I made theN.> 
remarks, that the ohsenations which called them 
from me were actually not intended as any 
attack personal to myself. The Hon. l\lr. :\1ein, 
and I d>eresay other hon. gentlemen in the 
House, know perfectly well that I have alw>eys 
been on terms of what I conceive to be very 
happy intimacy with him; and there is no 
hon. gentleman in the House, or in this colony, 
I may say, for whom, in hi>< private or public 
or profe~sional cnpacity, I entP-rtain hig·her 
respect for than I have always entert>einecl 
for the Hon. Mr. Mein. It is probably because 
of this that I felt :ell the more warmly wlHtt 
seemed to me to be the attack made upon me. 
I have reason to believe that I misunderstooll the 
hon. gentleman, and I can only account for it 
from the fact that we are now sitting in 
the hot period of the year, and also from 
the fact, probably, that we are both Irish
men. The Hon. .Mr. JY1ein has more than 
once told me that the l\'Tilesian strain cannot be 
traced back '"ery far, but I think hon. members 
of this House will be aware that the Milesian 
strain in me predominates still. It is always there 
when it is wanted, and frequently when it is not 
wanted. As I said before, I deeply regret that 
any difference should have arisen between myself 
and the hon. the Postmaster-General, especially 
as it appears to have been a misunderstanding. 
I trust hon. members of this House will not be 
inflicted in future with any differences between 
the hon. gentleman and myself. I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn. 

The HoN. W. FORREST said: Hon. gentle
men,-! take advantage of the motion for 
adjournment to correct something that was 
omitted from my speech last night. It will be 
in the recollection of hon. members that I quoted 
certain extracts from a speech deli \'ered by the 
Postmaster-General, then the Hon. Thlr. l\lein, 
in 1879 ; and it so happened that the most 
powerfnl extrnct h3' been left ont. l\1 :v only 
ol1ject in referring to the matter is that 
I wish to have that extract inserted in J[ansard, 
as I look upon it as a most clear and able exposi
tion of the rights of the Council, and :tn exposi
tion that cannot be too widely known. I have 
no intention of raising a discus,;ion, but will 
merely read the extract which h,ts been omitted. 
It is this:-

"It was uot a qnestion of embarrassing the Govern
ment tlmt they were now to d0t~itlc, but whether the 
Council would as~ent to a propo::';ition that '\Vonld be 
binding on all Queensland legblative boclh~~ in time to 
come. To a~seni to the proposition of the Assembly 
was as mnch as to admit that the Coun<'il had no right 
whatever to interfere, even in the minutest detail, \Vlth 
an.r i1ill that dealt in the remote::.t ·way with taxation or 
revenue. He was tired of talking on the suhjBct. Sinec 
he became a member of tl1e Council, he ha.d been the 
e"Xponcnt of the view~ of rhe Conneil on the snhjcct. 
They \Yere not. like the Hou~c of I.ord~. 'l'hey had a 
written CJonstitntion which gave them theirrightselearly 
a.ncl distinctly. '1'here wa~ no power in this colony similar 
to that which was inher+)nt in the House of Lords. 
Before the Constitution Act came i11to force there was 
no ymver in the ('.olony similar to the House of Lor(h;, 
and the two Houses of Lel!h;latnre that came into exi~t
ence under the Constitution ~'\.et were altogether the 
creatures of that statnte. The Couneil derived all their 
powers, all thdr privileges, ft"cnn 1 he Constitution, and 
nowhere else. 'l'o tall,;: about taxation without repre
sentation was meaningle~.s. I~efore the Constitution 
was eonfcrred upon Queen~land it was perfectly comve
tent for the Imperial LegislnLurc to enforce taxation on 
the Australasian Colonies. and the Imperial Gon·rmnent 
did impose taxation upon the ~olony of ~ew t-~outh 
·wales. just the ~a me as it did npon y the colonies of 
America, altllongh neither the Sew ~outh 1Velsh
men nor the American~ had ar1y representatiYe in 
the British Parliament. JI(rwev;_r, thC' ComH•Jl \V ere 
bound hy the fonr corner:.; of the ConstitutiOn Act. 
1Vhi.lst there was nothing in that Act which conferred 
on the ~issembly any priYilegcto. analogous to the 

privilege:-: of the House of Commons, there was nothing 
in it tlmt debarred the Council from taking any part in 
the shaping of llW'tsnres for taxation or for the ~Lppro
priation of revenue, except that they could not initiate 
Bills for snch purposes. 'fhe Couneil acted co-ordinately 
with the LegislatiYe Assembly to make laws for the 
peace. welfare, and g-oo!l government of the colony in 
all eases whatsoever. The only bar-the only exception 
-to their action was that they could not imtiate money 
Bills." 

Question put and negatived. 

CRO\VN LANDS BILL-PROPOSED 
CONFE.REXCK 

The PRESIDK'{T: I have received the fol
lowing me,sage from the Legislative A.ssembly :-

"}JR. PRESilJEXT, 
"The r.eg-islntiYe ~\.ssembly lmxing considered the 

Legislative Conncil"s message, of date lOth instant, inti
mating that t,hey insist upon certain of their amend
ments made in the Crown Lands IHll, request n, free 
eoni'Brence \Vith the I.~c~;islative Council, with a view of 
arriYing at a mutual agreement with respect to the said 
amendments. 

"The Legislative Assembly have appointed }:Ir. Griffith, 
Mr. Dutton, :Jir, :Miles, 1\Ir. Jordan, Mr. Kcllett, l\!Ir. 
Kates, }fr. Donaldson, .Mr. Aland, Mr. Grirnes, }ir. 
:Macdonald-Patcrson, :Jlr. Ferguson, and ::\lr. Foote to 
be the managers to represent them at the said confer-
ence. 

"\Yn.LLur II. Gitcxru, 
"Speaker. 

H Legislative Assembly f"hambers, 
"December 17th, 1884." 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I beg to 
move that the President leave the chair, and the 
House be put into Committee of the \Yhole 
for the purpose of considering this 1nessage. 

_t\_fter a pause, 
The POST~IASTER-G ENERAL said : Hon. 

gentlen1en,-There seerrLs to be sorne uncer
tainty as to the course to he adopted on 
thi,; occasion. I have proposed that the 
House be put into Committee of the \Vhole 
for the pnrpose of cnnsidering the IneRsage, 
in accordance with what I conceive to be our 
usual practice in dealing with 1nessages of the 
Legislative Assembly. \Vhen we receive [t 

message from the Legislative Assembly with 
regard to Bills, we in variably discuss that mes
sage in committee; hut perhaps it would be 
n1ore convenient on this occasion, as it is a 
matter of considerable importance, th:tt it should 
be dealt with by the House itself at once. 
If the House desire that that should be done I 
will propose a resolution bearing upon thP. 
subject. There lms only been one instance in this 
colony, as far as I can discover, in which a free 
conference took place. That conference took 
place at the request of this Chamber-singu
larly enough -on a Land Bill. The Hon. 
::VIr. ~Iurmy-Prior on that occx>sion proposecl 
the conference, nominated the persons whom 
he proposed a.s managers, and sent a nieH-
8age to the Legislative Asse1nbly ::u.;king 
their concurrence. The Legi><latiYe Assembl.v 
clealt with the Inessfl.~e in the H.ouse, agreed 
to the conference, and the conference took place. 
As I take it, this House is prepared to fall in 
with the views of the Assembly with regard to 
the conference, in order to ascertain, if possible, 
whether '\Ve can corne to an agTee1nent 
on this very important question, and Lmsine,s 
probably will be expedited ; and, as we may not 
be departing from precedent, I propose that this 
House :tgree to the proposal of the Legislative 
Assembly. \Vith the permission of the House, I 
therefore withdraw the motion I have made, 
which, as a matter of fact, has not been put from 
the Chair. 

The PRESIDE::'{T: I have very great doubts 
whether I can put the motion. It is a matter 
of practice that has never came before me on any 
previou8 oce:tsion, and I was not prepared f<>r the 
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Honse being moved into Committee. I will point 
out that the !14th Standing Order says distinctly 
that--

"Lnless othennse directed, amendments ma.dc bv the 
Assembly to public Bills "'hall noL be considered in ~com
mittee on the same day on whieh such amendments 
may he brought up to tlie Council." 

This is a message from the Legislative Assembly 
not bringing up arnendn1ell.ts, but consequent on 
amendments made by the Assembly anrl by the 
Council in the Land Bill, and the better plan will 
he for the hon. member to withdrnw his first 
motion, and move thnt the House >tgree to the 
proposed conference. 

The POST.:YIASTER-GE:0i'ERAL : I move
That this House agr,,-e~ to the free confercnec 

requested by the Legislative Assembly in its ml''"isnge of 
this day's date on the snbjcet of the Council a,mendrnents 
in the Crown Lands Bill di~a.grt~ed to b:_y the ~\.sscmbly 
and insisted upon by the Oonneil. 

I have included my own name among·st the name" 
I intend to submit to the House, in accordance 
with precedent. I nhserve that on a former 
occasion, when the Hon. .:\Ir. :\iurray-Prior 
moved for a conference, the Postmaster-(ieneral 
(the Hon. Mr. Thorn) was included in 
the number of 1nanagerH. I have, therefore, 
adopted the nmnes I understoorl were going 
to be proposed on the other side with the 
exception of one, for whom I have substituted 
my own; not th<tt I care very much ahout being 
per,;onnlly pre:-;ent, but I cert:tinly would object, 
as the leader of this House, and claiming, ns I 
do at the prese~1t tin1e, to repreRent n, la.rgu 
portion of the community, in Ill.)' official cap:wity, 
to be excluded from beinl.( present at the deliber
ations of the conference. :!\Iv individual vote 
cannot affect the opinions rif the other five 
gentlemen named, and it would be certainly an 
act of courtesy to include me among the number. 
The twelve members selected from the Legisla
tive A;;sembly include two gentlemen who sit in 
opposition to the Government, and who have been 
voting against the Governn1ent as a rule, on qneR
tions connected with the Bill. They have been 
He1ected as being gcntlen1en desirous to see an 
amicable adjustment of the difference which 
has arisen between the two HouseH, and I claim 
to be in that categoty myself; and it is desirnhle, 
especially seeing the large support the views of 
the Government have received in the other 
Chamber, that one representing their views in 
this Chamber shonlr! be included on the list. 
Of conrse if the wlid vote is available on this 
subject :ts well as on everything else I shnll be 
excluded, but I shall not break my heart over it 
if I am. :My presence there will not contribute 
verymateri<tlly to an adjnstment of the difficulty; 
but lLS long as I occupy the position of le:cder of 
this House I am entitled to com'tesy, and con
sideration, nnd respectful treatment. It is on 
those considerations that I shall include my own 
name. 

Tile Ho~. vV. H. WALSH: Hon. gentle
men,-Speaking to the question of pmctice, if 
it follows that we shall not do in committee 
certain things, we certainly c~tnnot do, if con
trary to the Standing Order~, the smue thiugs in 
a full House. That is an admitted fact. The 
President has shown that it is ftbsolutely neces
sccr~·, under the G4th clause of the Standing
Orders, that when any Bill is returned to the 
House with a1ne1Hhneuts, such a.Jnendrnents are 
to be con~idered in con1n1ittec; and cunse(lnent 
upon that the President further showed by the 
!lcJ.th clmt>e that, unless otherwise directed, 
amendment" made by the Assembly to public 
Bills "shall not be considered in committee 
on the same day on which such amendments 
may be brought up to the Council." It is 
n- qne""tion for us tn conside!' whethel' we are 

to set a'ide the obvious meaning of these two 
clauses, and consider the matter brought forward 
tr> be whnt I think the purport of these clauses 
is intended to prevent. If I ma.v be allowed to 
tenrler my advice to hon. gentlemen, it is to 
strictly adhere to the Standing Orders in their 
integrity. They may delay for a moment busi
nes' which hon. members are anxious to get 
through, but there can be no more solid satisfac
tion hereafter enjoyed than the recollection that 
on every occasion they carried out the business 
of the Council with n strict adherence to the 
rules and prnctice of the Upper Chamber. 

The POSTMASTER-GRNJ;;RAL: Speaking 
to the question of pmctice, I would point out 
that the Standing Orders really do not bear on 
the q nest ion at all. No Bill has been returned 
to ns. \Ve have returned a Bill to the Legis
lative Assembly, which is now in their custody, 
and they have asked us to confer with them 
while the Bill is in their custody. After the 
Bill is returned to us, through the conference, 
we eau deal with the message nnclc>r the 64th 
and fiiith Standing Orders. In this matter we 
must be guided by the rules of the Imperial 
:Parliament, and they appear to show, as far 
as we can learn frum the text-books and the 
journals of the House of Commons, that when 
one House requests a conference with the other, 
the other immediately considers the request of 
the other Chamber as a pure m<ttter of courtesy 
if for no other reason, enters into the matter at 
oneP, and agrees to the conference. 'The 64th 
nnd li!ith Standinh" Onlers, have no direct bearing 
on the sulJjeet, am! as the only practice adopted 
in the colony is to be found in the case to which 
I have referred, we are entirely within precedent. 
In that case the Legislntive Assembly, on receipt 
of the mesJ>age from the Council, passed a resolu
tion in exactly the smne form as the resolution I 
now propose. 

The Hox. IV. H. \V ALSH: There is some
thing peculiar--

The PRESIDRKT: The hon. member has 
spoken. 

The Hox. vV. H. \VALSH: I am speaking 
to a question of practice and privilege. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member has no 
right to speak twice. 

'rhe Ho~. W. H. W ALSH : We cannot both 
speak at the s<tme ti,ne. In regard to questions 
of privilege and practice there is no rule as far as 
I an1 aware. 

The PRESIDENT : There is no rule on the 
subject. The hon. member has spoken. 

The Hox. W. H. \VALSH: I am aware 
that I have spoken. Of course, if discussion on 
such a question is to he stopped, I must submit; 
but it is entirely a new procedure as far as my 
pn-rliamentary experience goes. 

The Hox. T. L. :MURRAY-PRIOR: Hon. 
gentlemen,-I think we are quite at liberty to 
go on with the discussion. The Postmaster
General can hardly think that, however opposed 
we may be to his views on the Land Bill, we arc 
likely to treat him with discourtesy. I had pro
pared a motion in which I had included the 
name> of six hon. members, leaving ont the 
name of the Postnmster-General. The reason 
why I left out the hon. gentleman's n:tme was 
based on the followi11g pa~~age frmn ~':\lay":-

" Each House appoints managers to represent it at the 
eoni'Prenc~P. nnd it 1s' an :mriPnt rule that the number 
of the UOllllllOUS nan1ccl fm.· a eoufcreuC'e arc always 
clonhle to tho~e ot' the Lords.' It is not., howeYer, the 
moclcrn practice to specify the number cf the managers 
for either House. The rrianagcrs of the House whif'll 
desires the conference are the members of the cmn
mittee who drew up the reasons, to whom others are 
fre<ruentl)' nd(]erl; mul on tlw pm·t of the otll8r Ho\\Se, 
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they are usually selected from those members who 
have taken an active part in the discussion on the Bill, 
if present; or otherwise any members are named who 
happen to be in their places." · 

It is not customary or consistent with the prin
ciples which guide the appointment of a con
ference to na1ne n1embers a.s managers, unless 
their opinions coincide with the objects for which 
the conference is held. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: The object 
of the conference is to bring ctbout an amicable 
settlement of the difficulty. 

The Hox. T. L. MURRA Y-PRIOR : I con
sider that by the passage I have quoted the hon. 
gentleman would be excluded, and only hon. 
gentlemen on this side enumerated as managers. 
I am sorry the hon. gentleman put his name 
down, for it places us on the horns of a dilemma. 
\Ve do not like to do anything with which the 
hon. gentleman would be displeased : at the 
same time I for one would rather be without 
him on the conference, especially as in the 
Assembly all the members are chosen from the 
other side. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: No. 
The HoN. T. L. MURRA Y-PRIOR : All 

chosen from the other side in this respect : Two 
of them vote with the Opposition as a rule ; but 
it is well known that they agree with the Bill 
as brought forward-that is to say, with the 
Premier and with the lwn. gentleman, the Post
master-General. 

The POSTMASTElt-<mNERAL: Xo. One 
of them wishes to see the Bill become hw ; hnt 
I do not know anything abont the other. 

The Ho:-~. T. L. MUitRA Y-PRIOR: Is it 
not reasonable to suppose that one was chosen 
for the same reason as the other? I am very 
sorry to have to move an amendment in this 
matter, but I cannot do otherwise. 

The PRESIDENT: If the hon. member is 
going to move an amendment it will be on the 
next motion. This motion does not contain the 
names at all. 

Question put and passed. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : I beg to 
move-

rnmt the free conference be held in Legislative Coun
cil Committee-room :So. I, at the hour 4·15 p.m. to
morrow, and that the managers thereof on behalf of the 
Conncil be the Hons. A. C. Gregory, F. 1!. Hart, 1V. 
l~on·est. A. ,J. rrhynne, T. IJ,l.Iurray-Prior, and tlle l\iover. 

I mav state that I -,hall throw the onus on 
tlm llouse of rejecting the list of managers, 
for the reasons I have already stated. I 
notice in the Legislative Assembly the ap
pointment of two gentlemen who have been 
consistent opponents of the Government with 
regard to the Land Bill. One of them has been 
select<'d because he is desirous of seeing the Bill, 
in a re:tsonable shape accorrling to his views, be
come the law of the land. I claim to be actuated 
by the same motives, and my object in wishing 
to nttend the c,mference is to arrive at a mutual 
ngreement with respect to the amendments in re
grml to which there has been a rlifficulty. The 
conferPnce was initiated bv a G-overninent of 
which I mn a member, so that l am in accor<l 
and sympathy with the object of the con· 
ference, ancl it is only rea.sonable that a per
son should be selected from one side who may be 
to a certain extent antagonistic to the majority 
of the Chamber, in order that his own side may 
knew what is going on at the conference; other
wise there will be no means of those on my 
side of the House knowing what is clone or how 
the proceedings of the conference are conducted. 
And seeing that the Assembly has included 
~>mongst its managers two gentlemen 011t of thH 

twelve, or one-sixth of the whole number, who are 
not supporters of the Government, it is not un
reasonable or improper, but on the contrary, 
highly reasonable and proper and courteous, 
that one-sixth of the managers representing this 
Chamber should be one who has taken a most 
active part in the discussion of the measure on 
this side of the House. 

The Hox. \V. FORREST said: Hon. gentle
men,-I hope 1 am in order in saying that I was 
in the other Chamber when the conference was 
moved for there last night. 

The POST~IASTER-G.KCiiERAL: The hon. 
gentleman is inaccurate '"' nsual. 'rhe conference 
was moved for this afternoon. 

The Hox. \Y. FORREST: At any rate the 
names were given last night ; and the only 
member of the Opposition whose name was 
mentioned was Mr. Donalclson, and he was the 
only member thoroughly in ttccord with the 
Government on this measnre. 

The POST~IAST:ER-GENERAL : No. 
The HoN. W. FOHRERT : And it was said 

that the usnal practice when a conference \\as 
intended was to appoint only members in accord 
with the views of the Government-the views 
intended to be put forward. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: No. 
The Hox. \V. FOHREST : On page 9 of 

Hansanl it will be found the hon. Premier was 
asked a rtnestion, to which he gave this reply:-

" It if.; the nsnal praeticc for the managers of a con
ferenec to be me m hers who will be snpposed to advocate 
U1e Yiews of the House they represent.•· 
He then went on to give the names, nnd, after 
nan1ing n.lr .. Donaldsou, he :-;aitl :-

" 3fr. Donaldson is the only member from the other 
side of the House) but he is miderstood to be n member 
'vho desires to see the Rill beeome law." 
Yesterday, in discussing the question of the 
constitutional pridleges of this House, our 
Constitution Act was left out of the question 
altogether by the Poetmaster-General, who never 
for one moment referred to it. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: :Not true. 
The HoN. \V. FORREST: And to-day, when 

we have no Standing Orders to guide us, and 
when our St;mcling Orders provide that under 
such conditions we follow the practice of the 
British Legislature, he entirely ignores the fact 
that "May" lays clown distinctly the plan to be 
followed . .For my own part I have no objection to 
the Postmaster-General being chosen; in fact, I 
suggested that he should be one of the managers, 
not knowing at the time that it would be con
trary to the practice in }~nglancl. I was ignorant 
of that until someone turned up the matter and 
showed me that I was making a suggestion that 
could not be carried out. \Ve do not want to 
have at the conference a gentleman whose 
opinions do not want altering. The opinions of 
the Hon. Mr. M ein are the opinions of the 
Government, and he does not want to have his 
views altered. \V e want to take somebody to the 
conference, who possihly, upon listening- to the 
a1·gnu1enb;, 1nay be indneed to change his 
views. This House carried by a large majority 
motions that the,,e amendments shonld be in
sisted upon. The Hon. :!\-fr. Mein was opposed 
to these amendments, am] I nsk how will he 
carry out the vie\YS of this Chmnber after ha\·
ing opposed them in the way he has done? I 
am very sorry the hon. gentleman has put us 
in this position, and I "-onld be g-lad to see some 
way out of the difficulty. 

The HoN. T. L. MURRA Y-PRIOR said: 
Hon. gentlemen,-I am very sorry that the Hon. 
Mr. Mein has put me in a position in which I 
rrn1st rlo my clnty. T rame here prepamcl to 
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move the res<Olution, and the hon. g-entleman, 
perhaps properly, in hiH place took the matter 
out of our hands. I should have moved other 
names, an<! it would then have been the duty of 
the hon. gentleman to stand up and move that 
his name should be inserted, if he thoug-ht he 
would be right in doing so, and it would have 
taken the on us off me. I am the last man to 
be discourteous to any gentlemftn. 'l'he only 
reason I have for objecting to the hon. gentle
man i:; tha,t supposing ·we go as 1nanagers for 
the Chamber headed by the l'ostmaster-Ueneral, 
as he is privileged to do--

The POSTc\fASTEll-GK!'\ERAL: Certainly 
not. 

The Hox. T. L. MURHAY-PRIOR: I think 
so; the hon. gentleman is privileged to go in first 
as the representative of the Government in this 
Chamber. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: No; the 
Hon. l'vir. Gregory acted as spokesman manager 
on a former occ.tsion, when the Postmaster
General was also present. 

The HoN. T. L. MURRAY-PRIOR: True; 
so he did, but then the Postmaster-General of 
that day was a very r!ifferent gentleman to the 
Postmaster-General of the present day. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: Name ! 

The HoN. T. L. MUURA Y-PRIOR: There 
is no need for me to give the name. No great 
harm could be done by having the hon. 
gentleman who was then Postniaster-General 
at the conference. I think 'that if I should 
have the responsibility of conducting the 
managers from this Chamber, I should be 
very sorry indeed to see the Postmaster
General as my ant,'tgonist. I should feel 
myself very much out of the place I ought to 
take. I feel that as mover of the message yes
terday it is my duty to take upon myself the 
post of se11ior manager ; and hem. g·entlemen can 
easily see wlmt a dilemma it would place us in 
if the hon. gentlenutn was to manage frmn his 
own point of view. Those are my reasons for 
objecting to the hon. gentleman's motion, and it 
is not from any discourtesy to the hon. gentle
man. Under the circumstances I can onlv move 
"That the name of the Hon. C. H. l\Iein be 
omitted from the motion with a view of inserting 
that of the Hon. W. F. Lambert." 

The Ho~. W. GRAHAJ\1 said: Hon. gentle
men,-! mean to support the am~ndment of thA 
Hon. l\Ir. l'viurray-Prior, for the reason that I 
maintain that the men sent down from this 
House as nutnagers are supposed to represent the 
majority in this House, and the ideas held l,y 
the mftjority in this Home. If we send down 
the Postmaster-General we certainly will not 
be sending down a gentleman who represents the 
irleas of the majority in this House: The hon. 
gentleman has quoted two other cases in another 
place-l\1r. Ferg-uson and l\fr. Donaldsnn; but 
we know that those gentlemen although usually 
in opposition to the l~overnment, on a great 
many questions on the Land Bill, at all events, 
are with the Government; and the Govern
ment in appointing them knew this very well, 
and knew that in all probability they would be 
usefultnen1ber:-:; in arriving at smne cmnprnmise. 
If the hon. gentleman had propo,;ed a gentleman 
of wavering principles in the Chamber, who 
son1eti1nes votes on one side and son1etin1es 
on the other, we might have accepted him. 

The HoN. W. H. WALSH: Hear, hear! 

The HoN. W. GRAHAM: But when the 
hon. gentleman himself, who has been the head 
and front of the offending in this House, so far 
as the Land Bill is concerned, and has t"ed his 

fullest efforts of eloquence and ability to carry 
every clause of it, except upon some very trifling 
points-when he proposes to make himself one 
of the ITlH.lmgers frmn this Hom.:;e I cannot agree 
with him at all, and I do not believe his action 
is in accordance with parliamentary practice. 
As the Hon. Mr. Murray-Prior has pointed out, 
it is distinctly stated in '' May" that the 
persons to be appointed should he persons who 
have taken a prominent part in the discussion. 
It is true the hon. gentleman has taken a 
prominent part in the discussion here, but 
it has not been a prominent part in accordance 
with the ideas of the majority in this House, 
and that b what I under,;tand is supposed to be 
represented at these conferences. I ,.;lntll sup
port the amendment. 

The Ho~. A. C. GREGOEY said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-I think in this case the Postmnster
General has misapprehended the position of 
matters. I would not have objected to him in :my 
way personally, but I do not think that his 
being at the conference would be attended with 
any satisfactory result. \Vhen we seek for in
formation as to the constitution of a conference 
we find it is something in this way. The Legis
lative Assembly have, by a majority, nffirmed a 
question, and the Legislative Council have, by a 
majority, negatived that question, and now a 
conference is sought with a view of arriving at 
some sort of agreement upon the points at 
issue. It would be utterly u,;eless to select the 
managers for a conference in the same \vay as \Ve 

are accustomed to select the members for a select 
committee to inquire into any questions-to 
select hon. members so as nearly as possible 
to balance the two sidee. vV e then turn 
to what the best authorities recommended as 
the principle upon which the managers should 
be appointed, and we find that each House 
appoints managers to represent it at the con
ference. Then the question as to the number ,,f 
managers to be appointed, and we find that they 
are to be selected from those members who have 
taken an active part in the discussion on the 
Bill, if they are present, or otherwise other 
members are appointed who happen to be in 
their place ; and it is customary and consistent 
that members should not be appointeJ as 
rnnnagers unless their opinions coincide with the 
objects for which the conference is held. 

The l'OSTMAHTBH-GEXERAL: Precisely 
so. 

The Ho~. A. C. GREGORY said: It is quite 
right, as the Postmaster-General has pointed out, 
that no member who is not anxious that a satis
factorv conclusion should be arrived at should be 
preseJ1t at the conference. Still that is not quite 
the object of the conference, but it is to get 
together the persons who have been strongest on 
either side in carrying the measure, or amend
ments through the House-to bring the extreme 
advocates of the different points at issnefacetoface 
in order that they may, if pos,;ible, compromise 
or adjm;t the differences existing between them. 
The conference is to save dealing with the ques
tion by sending messages backwards and for
wards from House to House : they can be 
actually passed over the table at the con
ference, and business may be done in a few 
minutes in that way that would take clays 
to transact by sending messages from one 
House to the other. By sending any hem. 
member from this Chamber who is in 
accord with the views expressed by the Assembly 
we would simply produce a species of negation. 
The hon. gentleman does not require to he con
vinced by any eloquence on the part of the 
managers from the Assembly; and therefore it 
follows that in tbe case of a conference only 
those who hold extreme opinions, and at variance 
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with those taken by the party carrying the mea
sure through the other House, should be appointed 
a~ n1anagers. On any other case I should be 
exceedingly happy to have the Postmaster
General with me in conducting a.ny business be
tween the two Houses, such as upon joint com
mittees, and matters of that kind ; but in this 
particular case I think it is quite contntry to the 
intentions and principle.s upon which the confer
ence io framed. In voting against the Postmas
ter~Genernl':-; nmue bei11g allowed to :-~ta.nd rts one 
of the twtnagers from this Chamber, I do not tak<e 
any personal ocjection to it; but I believe it 
would be a mistakeforthisHouseto place any mem
ber, who has Leen voting against the re~olutionA 
past:.ed in thiD House, in the pot:iition of a Inanager 
at the conference from this Hom;e. \Vhat is 
wanted is that we should h'we persons holding 
extreme views npon the points at issue at the 
conference, and if they can be ccmvincecl by the 
argun1ent:s of 111anager:-; frmu the other Hou:-~e, 
then there will not be the slightest difficulty 
in our cmning- to a conclusion. But if we send, 
a~ rnanager::; to the co11ference, gentlernen a con~ 
Slderable number of whom nmy have voted 
against the resolntions passed by thiH Chamber, 
they will, as a matter of course, agree with the 
managers from the other House ; and when thev 
come b,wk, what will be the use of the agreement 
they have arrived at? It will simply be negatived. 
That shows the fallacy of including mem
llers who do not belong to the party who 
have caniecl the resolutions upon which an 
agreen1ent i:-; :;ought to be arrived at. In all 
ordinary mcses this House should be represented 
by the Postnmster-General ; bnt this is one of 
those extraordinary cases which are almost 
without precedent, and one which requires very 
careful looking into to see what is the condition 
of things. I know there is a little difficulty in the 
minds of many hem. gentlemen who hiwe not 
perhaps read the authorities on the subject, 
as to what members are to do at the con
ference. I may state that the managers at the 
conference will have no vote, and for that reason 
there can be no objection to there being double 
the number of managers on behalf of the 
Assembly that there are on behalf of the 
Council. They simply have the power to offer 
suggestions upon certain points upon the amend
ments now under <liscussion between the two 
Houses. 1'hey will have to keep within the 
four corners of the ::unendments which have 
not been o,grced to, and they cannot go 
heyond amending the amendments which 
have not been accepted. They cannot, I 
apprehend, introduce any new matter, or in 
any way alter anything that has been agreed to. 
\Vhat they have to do is simply to try whether, 
by mutual concession, they can bring the two 
parties-that is, the two extreme sides of the 
parties-to some mutnal agreement. If the 
Postmaster-General will look at the matter in 
that way he will see that there is no personal 
objection to him, but really the desire is that he 
should not be placed in the awkward position of 
a Minister leading a House in which the majority 
of the members held very different opinions from 
what are held by the majority in the other House. 
I shall support the Hon. Mr. Mnrray-Prior's 
amendment for the reasons I have stated. 

The POSTMASTER- GENEHAL: Hon. 
gentlemen,-.J ust a word in reply. I-I think in, 
common with a large majority of the people
fondly hoped that this proposed conference 
would bring about satisfactory results. But, if 
I may be guided by the utterances that have 
fnllen from hon. gentlemen who wish to see the 
managers of the conference appointed on the 
basis represented by the Hon. Mr. Murmy
Prior, there i:-; no chance of anv ~uch sa.ti..-;fac
tory reoult.s l:>eiu;; broue;ht about.· The intention·· 

of those hon. gentlemen who have spoken on the 
other side simply amount to this : that no person 
who is not an ineooncilable should have a seat 
anwngst the 1nanager~:;. 

The Hox. 'vV. GHAH.\.M: Nothing of the 
kind! 

The POST.:\IASTEH-GE::'\EHAL: I say that 
the contention of hon. gentlemen on the other 
:dele, if it rnea.ns anything, arnonntN ::dnq,ly to 
this: That no person should have a seat on the 
board of ntanngers \Vho j_., not an irreeuncilal~le, 
--vvho is uot prepared to rnakc llt~ coneer-;swu 
whatever. 

The Hox. \\'. YORHEST: Certainly not. 
The POSTMASTEH-GENEK\.L: I s>cy that 

is the only mttural conclusion that c:m be drawn 
from their statements. It iH proposed that the 
managers of the conference for this House shoulcl 
be composed of members who have been members 
of "the Holid vote" ; upon whorn all a.rg1.unent 
and reason appear to have been quite thrown 
away ; who came into this Chamber with amend
ments in their pockets which had been discussed 
and settled out of doors, and for which they 
voted solidly night after night. On many occa
sions they did not listen to nrguments at all. 

The HoN . .J. 1<'. McDOL:"GALL: Yes, they 
did. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: They did 
not. :Many of them went out of the Chamber 
and left almost empty benches while the discns
sion w~:ts going on. 

The HoN. W. ]'OHREST : Certainly not. 
The POSTMASTim-GENERAL: I say 

yes. Last night was a notable instance of it. 
~~s soon as the clauses relating to the pastoral 
tenants had been disposed of, there were not 
more than four members in the Chamber, and 
only two on the other side. 

The Hox. \V. FORHEST: One on your own 
side. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: There 
were three or four on my side, but that is 
immaterial. 'vVhat I have stated is a fact, and 
it has been commented on. I claim to have as 
much interest in the settlement of this matter, 
and to be as desirous of bringing about an 
amicable adjustment of it as any man in 
the country, or as any member of thi., 
House. Of what have hon. gentlemen to be 
afraid if I attend the conference? I will simply 
be one amongst five irreconcilables. I can o?-lY 
say that my real desire to g·o down there arises 
from the idea that possibly I might be of 
assistance in bringing about a settlement. I 
know pretty well the feeling of the House; I know 
the feelings of many friends here ; I think I know 
to a very great extent the feeling of the country 
upon the subject, and I claim to come within 
the description mentioned in "May "-that I 
an1 "a person having an opinion coinciding with 
the objects for which the conference is held." The 
objects for which the conference is to be held 
are, as I have Htated, " with a view of arriving 
at a mutual agreement with respect to the said 
a1nendn1ents." I vvish to see a 1nutual agree· 
ment come to between the two Houses with 
respect to those amendments. I do not want 
anybody to s;tcrifice what may appear to be a 
matter of principle ; but I say that there are 
points, even in these different issues, on which 
one House may give way, and others upon which 
the other House may give way; so that we may 
arrive at something like mutual concession. 
Because, after all, we are bound to make con
cessions occasionally in the conduct of parlia· 
mentary affairs. There may be differences of 
opinion on the same subject, but as long as there 
is 110 matter of rriuciplc invohed, there mmt b~ 
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concessions made. Under these circumstances, 
I main.tain that I should be allowed to take my 
share m the conference, but I shall leave it to 
the House to decide. As I have said, I will not 
break my heart if I am left out, hut I shall 
consider it a most extraordinary proceeding, 
especially in view of the only precedent we have 
for our guidance, and of the eourse adopted by 
the Government in the selection of tbe majority 
of managers in this House from the Opposition. 

The Hox. T. L. l\lUltR"\ Y-PRIOR: Hon. 
gentlemen--

The PltESTJJEXT: The btm. ;;entknwn h<l' 
spoken. 

The Hox. T. L. J\IlfiWAY-PHIOH: With 
the permission of the House, l\.Ir. President, I 
may be allowed--

' 'rhe. PRESIDKNT : It is very irregular. 
:F,specmlly after the mover of the motion 
has replied, it is exceedingly disorderly for 
!tn hon. member who has spoken before, 
to get up to again address the House. If it 
were permitted discussion would be endless. 

The Hox. G. KING: Hon. gentlemen,-The 
object of the conference is conciliation-to come 
to some satisfactory understanding upon those 
points with regard to which we differ from the 
Legislative Assembly. If the conference consist 
entirely of people of extreme opinions, and wbo 
will adhere to them, no satisfactory result will 
ever be attained, and the conference, after 
meeting, will be di,;sol ved, :md there will be no 
further progress made. I think the appointment 
of the Hon. lYir. l\[ein would be a great advan
tage in many resp<Cets. Although the majority 
of the House may hold one set uf views I think 
that the minority ought to be represented like
wise, and I shall be prepared to vote for the 
retention of the name of the Hon. l\1r. lHein as 
one of the manageN of the conference. 

The Hox. J. C. HEUSSLER said: Hon. 
gentlmnen--I have no intention of giving a :-:;ilent 
vote on this occasion. I shall vote for the 
original motion for the very reason that has been 
given by the hon. gentleman who has jnst sat 
down-Mr. King. If the intention is to bring· 
about a reconciliation betwepn the two Houses it 
is entirely useless to send the two extremes to 
meet. 

The HoN. \V. GRAHAM: Extremes meet. 
The Hox. J. C. HEu8SL~~R: In this case they 

are opposites ; they are parallel lines, and it is 
impossible for parallel lines to meet. My hon. 
friend, Mr. Murray-Prior, s:1id that if the hon. 
the Postmaster-General is appointed he will still 
:tct as Postm'tster-General; but I say that he will 
occupy an entirely different positi•m. He has 
told us, and I thoroughly believe, that he is 
desirous that the Bill should pass; and conse
<JUently, as has been very appropriately remnrked, 
he may be the means of bringing about a settle
ment between the two parties. I have had 
long experience in this House of my h<m. friend, 
JYir. lYiein, and he has the name of not being· an 
extreme party man. ]~very one of us is con
vinced that he is not that, and consequently he 
may be the more likely to bring a reconciliation 
about. Therefore there is nothing more to say 
upon the subject. I shall vote for the originnl 
motion. I hope that hon. gentlemen will take 
into consideration the remarks of the Hon. 
lYir. King and myself, and, if possible, come 
to the same conclusion. ]<'or my own part, I am 
convinced that it will be a great advantage if the 
hon. the Postmaster-General is on the conference. 
And this conference, after all, will not be final. 
It will have no veto on the action of the House 
in a,ny wa:v ; and con,cquently if hem. gentle
men are noL :;aLLfreJ 1rit!J the reGult, they will 

be able to go back to their old views and vote 
exactly as they have done already. 'l'hen the 
fate of the Bill will be quite different. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: Hon. gentlemen, 
-I think the Hon. l\Ir. Heussler has shown 
great wit and judgment in associating himself 
with the Hon. Mr. King in regard to thb 
matter-in fact, I am so much struck with the 
hon. gentleman's lecture or remarks to a body of 
gentlemen like those I see before me that I am a 
little bewildered, and I think that some little 
time should intervene before there is any further 
expression of opinion on the subject, so that 
we may collect our senses nnd understand 
what the hon. gentleman is talking nbout, wh<tL 
he desires to instruct us in-what he de;;ires tu 
instruct ~~nglislnnen in about their Constitution 
and constitutional practices. I therefore sug
gest that the debate be adjourned, so that we 
may recover our senses, and that the hon. mem
ber may explain himself. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: Hon. gentlemen-
The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I moved the ad

journment of the debate. 
The PRESIDENT : The hon. gentleman sug

gested it; he did not move it. 
Question put. 
The HoN. J. TAYLOR: Hon. gentlemen,-

It struck me exactly as it struck the Hon. Mr. 
\Vabh that invariably the Hon. Mr. Heusoler 
follows in the wake of the Hon. Mr. King. He 
did the same thing a little while ago, and said, 
"I am sure, after what I have said, and the 
Hon. JHr. King has said, there is nothing more 
to he said." That is just his style, and he wants 
to lead the House into the same way on this 
occaiiion; but I think he will find that the House 
is not so easily led as all that. I am very sorry 
indeed th:tt my hem. friend the Postmaster
General should ha.ve lost his temper in this 
debate. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : ?\ ot at itll. 
The HoN. J. TA YLOR : I never saw him dis

play so much passion as he did this evening, and 
I ttnl very sorry for it, because it is bad for the 
House, and bad for his health-in fact, I drew 
the attention of my hon. friend to it, and he 
said " Good gracious me !" That is the answer I 
got. If we look at the names of the managem 
of the conference appointed by the other House 
we will see that they have been most carefully 
selected. First of all there is Mr. Griffith, nf 
course. 'rh en there is JY.Ir. Duttnn; we know 
his opinion of the Bill-that he won't move a 
peg unless he is forced to. Mr. Miles-we know 
perfectly well his ideas and his stubborn nature. 
Then Mr. Jordan ; we know very well that 
he will not move a peg unless he is told to do so. 
Mr. Kellett-I think we all know pretty well 
how he will act in the matter. Mr. Kates, the 
same. Mr. Donaldson is supposed to be an 
Oppositionist, but is greatly in favour of the Bill. 
Mr. Aland-he is a follower of Mr. Griffith to 
all intents and purposes, nnd will go whichever 
way he is told. Mr. Grimes-he is another; :;lr. 
Macdunald-Paterson, another. lHr. Ferguson
I believe he votes sometimes with the Govern
ment. These two gentlemen-Mr. DonaJdson 
and lYir. :B'erguson-are supposed to be Opposition 
members; and then we come to JY.Ir. Foote. 
\V e know that he will not move 0ne iota unless 
he is ordered to do so. I think, looking at 
these names, it is quite right that we should 
be very careful what names we put on 
the list here, seeing that there are two to one. 
I feel aggrieved that the Hon. Mr. Mein should 
have put his own name on the list of proposed 
managers for this Hnnoe, hec<1nse I am certain 
that no hon. member 111ean" to be discourteouo 
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to him in any possible way. There is no doubt 
that had the Hon. Mr. Grif!ith proposed the 
names of other hon. members in the other House, 
say the leaders ef the Opposition, there would 
have been some sense in it. He would ha,ve 
shown a conciliatory spirit; but he has not done 
so ; he has put on men all of extreme views 
with regard to the Bill, and as he has cho,cn 
men who nre violent opponents of our >emcnd
ments, I do not see tlmt we can take any other 
course than that which i:; now proposed. 

The Hox. T. L. ;>.IURRA Y-PlUOH said: 
Hon. gentlemen, -The speech of tlw lwn. the 
:Postumster-Geneml almm;t made me feel-what 
I am sure other nwmbers of thb House must 
have felt-that if he were <lllowecl to be one of 
the managers of the proposed conference he 
would take with him a spirit of discord, impart 
it into the management, and nothing what
ever could be done. \Ve have accepted the 
managerr1ent, and we ctre doing all vve pos~ 
sibly can to make the Land Bill a good 
one for the country. The hon. gentleman 
has often imputed motives to hon. members on 
this side of the Honse ; but all I can say is that 
I, for one, have no motives. I am of no political 
party, but as ane of the oldest residents in this 
colony-as one of the oldest members of Parlia
ment at present in either House-I do look to 
the welfare of the whole of this colony, and not 
to any particular portion of it ; and also to the 
~ettlement of those who will be the backbone of 
the country hereafter-the farmers and selectors. 
I do wish that the hon. gentleman would stand 
up like a man. 

The POST:YL\STER-G:KKEHAL: T am as 
good a man as you a.re ! 

The PRESIDE:'IIT : Order ! 
The HoN. T. L. MURRA Y-PRIOR : I do 

wish the hon. gentleman would stand up and 
give utterance to the sentiments which he really 
feels, and not lose his temper in the way he has 
done. I regret very much that I have had to 
take the action I have taken in thi., m'<tter. 
The hon. gentleman Ifillst see that it has been 
necessary for me to do so. It has been one of 
the most unplea:;ant things that has happened to 
me for a long time. I have a liking for the hon. 
gentleman, and I regret very much the course 
which I have to take; but I do not wish to give any 
offence, and I trust the hon. gentleman will not take 
what I have done R.s an offence from me in any 
private way, because it is not so intended. But 
from the manner in which the hon. gentleman 
has spoken, and the temper he has shown, I feel 
perfectly satisfied that his name should be left 
out of the list of managers to represent this 
Chamber. I am certain that if he is appointed, 
the object for v. hi eh the conference i" tu be 
:tppointed-namely, the bringing about of an 
agreement between the two Houses-will not be 
arried out ; whereas, if we meet the other 

House we will be free to speak what we believe, 
to converse with one another, and to a certain 
extent to argue upon the points at issue 
between us. I trust that there will be no very 
great argument, but I say that, as m em hers 
of this House, we must adhere to our ]Jrinciples. 
There has never been at any time in the history 
of Queensland an occasion upon which this 
Chamber has been placed in the position in 
which we now stand. \Ve are here, and 
must assert our dignity; we must show that 
we have a right to do our duty, and 
that we intend to do it, whatever happens. 
If we do not do so, what trust can the country 
ever have in this Chamber? \Ve had better tie 
done away with altogether. I totally deny 
the imput:Ltions of the hon. the Poetumster
Gencral. There mu.y or lll<1y uut be a cuuciliatiuu 

arrived at. If there is a course that we can 
ta,ke without running the riHk of losing the respect 
of this House and of the country, I shall be 
one of the first to advocate it ; but, on the other 
hand, if we have in any wcty to sacrifice the 
dignity of our position, I should be one of the 
forr"most in insisting upon the amendments that 
we have made. I wish the hun. gentleman would 
withdmw his name, and not make members vote 
against their wi:;hes with regard to it. 

The 1-Iox. \V. G l:t.\J-L\:\I: Hon. gentlemen, 
-In speaking to the r1uestiou of adjomument, I 
can only ,.;ay that I, uwre strongly than before, 
consider it undesirable that the Pustmaster
Geneml shoulrl be one of the manngers of the 
conference. Since I spoke last the decided 
temper he has shown renders him utterly unfit 
to be a manager of that conference, which he 
himself has called a meeting for the purpose 
of conciliation. He has gone out of his way 
to use nnpleasctnt epithets with reg<ncl to 
hon. memlJers of this Hnu.;e, He has called 
them irreconcilabh's ; he had also called them 
a solid majority-which no doubt they are-so 
solid, that when they sat upon him, they pro
b,lbly flattened him out. The hrm. gentleman 
spoke of members deserting these benches to 
attend to their own business ; but I deny the~t 
any Bill has had better attention from members 
on both sides than the Land Bill. He looker! on 
it as matter of reproach that members should talk 
over the Bill outside, and obtain all the infor
mation they could with a view to making use 
of it in discussing· the Bill; and no doubt the 
hon. gentleman would Juwe been delighted if 
they had only listened to what he said and found 
themselves unprepared to reply to his arguments. 
As to the benches being empty, the hon. gentle
man need not have said anything about that. 
On more than one occasion, when there have 
been only two members on that side, I and other 
hon. gentlemen have withdrawn, not for the pur~ 
pose of taking refreshments, but because the 
contrast was so great between the majority 
on this side and the minority on that. 

Question-That this debate be now adjoumed 
-put and negatived. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put, and the 
House divided:-

COXTr;:-.;T.s, 8. 

The Hons. C'. S. )[ein, W. IL Walsh, .r. C. Jicussler, 
J. !:hv::~n, G. King, \V. Pettigrew, D. E ltoberts, ancl 
.\. Raff. 

Xox-C(lXTE~Ts, 13. 

The l-Ion;-;. T. I... :Jinrray-l)rior. ~\.. C. Gregory 
,J. 11\ 3IcDongall, W. Graham, F. I-I. Hart., W. D. Box, 
1-r. Aplin, J. C. Smyth, 1V. F01·rest, \L F. Lambert, 
.T. ·rayiOl', .-\.. H. Wilson, anrl J .. J. Tbynne. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
Question-That the name of the Hon. \V. :F. 

Lambert be inserted·-]Jut and paesed. 
Question, as amended, put and passed. 
On the motion of the POSTMAS'TER

GENERAL, the resolution" were ordered to be 
forwarded to the Legislative Assembly with 
message in the usual form. 

QUESTION. 

The Hox. W. H. \VALSH asked the Po.,t· 
rm<ster-General-

L Arc the GoYernment aware tllai the GovernmentR 
of Sew South 1rales and Yictoria have agreed to lower 
the rate of telegraph charges between their two colo
nies by 60 per cent. from the lst January next? 

2. Do the non~rnment Jll'OIJ0~:5C to make similar arrange
ments het wncu thi:-; t•nJony aml tlwse ::-;outhcrn ones ?-I! 
~o. to wlmt. extent hav1· ur~ntiation::: between Ll.Je rc:..rcc
tivc c'Jiuu!t:~ beau c:unt:U eu: 
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The POSTMASTER-GE~ERAL replied-
1. Yes: the agreement wa:-; entered into at the Postal 

Conference \vhieh \Va:::; held in Sydney in :J:lay, lbS2. 
2. l\o negotiations have taken pl<L(~e between the 

Governments of this and the southern colonies with 
l'C8llCCt to a reduction of the charges for intercolonial 
Inessages. This Government do not at llresent purpose 
to ask the Governments of those <'.olonic~ to malm 
arrangements for any such rcdnetion, lmt t,lw matter 
will be talH:n into consideration at au e;uly date. 

DEFE:\CE BILL. 
On the motion of the POSTJ\L\STEtt

(; El\' ElL\L, the l're:;ident left the ch::tir, aml 
the 1 r Olt:-;('. weut into Counuittee to COllBiLler the 
J .. egh3latiY~ ... \ . ..;:-:unlhly':-1 Ine:-:Mage of date liJth 
instant. 

The l'OSTJ\1 \S'l':EH-GEl'\ElLtL moved that 
the Committee '1gree to the amemlment made 
by the Legblatil-e At>Hembly in the Council's 
amendment. It probably made more clen,r what 
the clauHe introduced by the Hon. J\Ir. Thynne 
wn,s intended to convey. 

The HoN. A. ,T. THYNKE sn,id he had no 
objection to the amendment, but he thought it a 
little bit of verbiage which the Assembly need 
not have put into the clalme. 

Question pnt and passed. 

The House resnmed; and the CHAHDlAN re
ported that the Committee had agreed to the 
amendment made by the Legislative Assembly on 
their amendment. The re1Jort wa' >Ldopted, and 
the Bill ordered to be returned to the Legis
lr~tive Assembly, with a message in the term; of 
the report. 

NORTH COAST RAILWAY EXTENSION. 
The PRJ;;SIDENT read a message from the 

Legislative Assembly, forwarding for the ap
proval of the Council, the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed extension of 
the North Coast Hail way from G miles GG chains 
30 links, on the Sandg-ate Railway, to Cabooltnre, 
24 miles G3 chains 70 links, a:; laid upon the 
table of the House on Mond::ty, the 15th Decem
ber, 18ti4. 

The l'OSTl\IASTER-GENEHAL: With the 
permis,ion of the House-and I should like to 
be able to do it because it will facilitate busi
ness-I beg to move withuut notJCe-

1. That the lllan, section, and book of rf'fcrcncc of 
the pruvosed cxten~ion ofthe-:\orth Coast Railway from 
6 miles 06 chains 3n linl\s. on the Sanclgate Rail\vay, to 
Cabooltnre, 2t-miles 03 chains 70 liul\s, as reeeived by 
message from the J,egislative Assembly be referred to a 
select committee, in pursuance of the lllth :Standing 
Order. 

2. 'l'hat snch committee consist of the following mem
bers, namely :-J'Ir. A. C. Gregory. ::\lr. A. J. rl'hynne, 
:l'Ir. A. Raff, Mr. W. H. IYalsh, and the ~lover. 

The PRESIDENT: The motion can only be 
put with the consent of the House. 

Question put and passed. 

MEMBERS EXPEKSES BILL- SECOND 
HEADING. 

On the Order of the Day being read for the 
second reading of thi:; Bill, 

The POST:\1ASTERGEJ'\ERAL said: Hon. 
gentletllen,-I an1 not qnite sure \vhat courf:'e 
ought to be pursued in this case. There wa:; a 
pt·oposition canied that this Bill be read a 
second time thi:; day. 

The PRESIDK:\T : That was yesterday. 
The POSTMASTERGENERAL: Yester

day? I am not quite sure as to the practice. I 
do not know whether it ought. not to be formally 
road a second time by the Clerk, ao the debate 
was vractically concluded by the decision that 
the ]~ill w'" to Le rcatl a second time. I 
uu nul cay this with t\ 1 i~w uf <l vuiclin;; 

di:;c,{ssion, but in order that our proceedings 
should be rep;ular. If the Bill is read form::tlly 
a. second tiine the discussion 1nav take place on 
my motion that the committal of the Bill stand 
ati Order of the Day for some future day. So 
that those gentlemen who had intended to speak 
on the second reading would have an opportunity 
of ventilating their views just the same as if the 
Bill wa:; before us on the second nmding. lf 
they desire to :;hehe the consideration of it alto
gether they may •lo so just as effectually on that 
nwtion a~ on the nH1tion for the second reading. 

The ]'l{ESIDE]';Tsai•l: T may s::ty tlmt this 
matter hrLs alrettdy been brought under my notice. 
The nwtion, when given to the Clerk, \VaH to ha\·e 
made the secollll ree~tling of the Bill "n Order L>f 
the llay for that day six months. I must s::ty 
tlmt the Clerk is not to J.,lmue in any w;cy in the 
matter, a:;, as he received the resolution from 
the Hon. J\Ir. Murray-l'rior, it was that the 
Bill should be read a seconrl time th::tt 
dav six months ; and inadvertently the motion 
was passed that the Bill be n•ad a second time 
that day week. There is no question whatever 
as to the practice. Similar cases have occurred 
in the House of Commons, and I can produce 
the authorities for hon. members if it i:; thought 
necessary. On one occasion something of the 
smue sort took place there. There was a 
motion made that the Bill before the House 
should be read thatdaythreemonths. It was never 
::tnticipated that l'ariiament woultl be in session 
that time. However, it so happened th::tt 
Padittn1ent was in 8es.,ion, and the question was 
mooted that the Bill should be read n second 
tirne, as tlie l~o~tn1a~ter~General had sugges;ted in 
this case, >LS a formal motion. It was ruled that 
the <>Teater time included the less, and the ques
tion" was that it simply stood ::tn Order of the 
Day for that day. The que',tion now is that the 
Bill be read a second time. 

The Hox. T. L. 1\I'GRRA Y-l'RIOR sttid: 
Hon. gentlemen will remember that the Payment 
of J\Iembers Bill has eome before this House on 
Inore than Ollfl o-cea~ion vreviont; to this. Thir-; 
Bill is put in a different way, but I look upon it 
entirely as a Payment of Members Bill. The 
Bill f0r the payment of members was brought 
in in another place in 1882, and I for one was 
very pleased to see tlmt that ;Bill was n~gatived 
on division by 28 to 21, plamly showmg that 
the feeling of the representatives of the 
people had very much altered. It some
how has always been my part to move 
the second reading of these Payment of ]Hem
her's Bills for this day six months. The fact 
is that npon one occasion when I was in the 
Government, I was persuaded, wrcmgly I believe, 
that I should bring a Bill of this kind forwa~d 
when it came with the message from Hts 
Excellency, and that if I did not do so, it 
would be unfair to the interests of the re
presentatives of the people in the Legislative 
A:;sembly. I entirely differed from that, and 
I spoke aO'ainst the Bill on the second reading. 
Every ho~. gentleman, wi~h one exception, in 
this Chamber spoke agmnst the B1ll; but, 
unfortunatelv for me, a gentleman whom I 
thouuht I could depend upon, called " Divide," 
and "I had to divide upon my Bill. At th::tt 
time, or Hhortly af~erward", wh.en I had an 
opportunity, I rose m rn1 place m the Hou:'e 
and offered an explanatwn, and I then sa1d 
that, should the Bill or any similar Bill at 
any future time come before us, I would 
vote against it. I now intend to fulfil my 
pledge, and I trust tlmt hon. gentlernen will 
aH~iHt 1ne in doing so. 1 hase alw~ys l:een 
ngn.in:-~t pnyn1cmt of lneuthert", l1~ca.nse I lwhevc 
it to he oue of the word tlnu;.:c; that could 
h;Tl'en lu lhc cuuulry. li b ;ery true, a;; the 
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Postmaster·General has stated, that payment of 
members is in vogue in other places; but very 
likely the sn-me conditions do not exist there as 
exist here, and it might not have the baneful 
results in those places w hi eh I believe a Bill of this 
sort would have in this country. There has been no 
dearth of candidntes to represent constituencies in 
this colony, nnd I do not see why we should 
e,]ter the present law simply because members 
would like to he,ve their expenses paid. I allow 
that in the country there may be some reason 
why certain expenses of members should be 
paid. It seems very hard that men should have 
to come from so far at their own expense, and 
spend so much time, and, if I could do it without 
going against 1ny principles, I Inight concede 
that ; but I feel certain that if once we ngree 
to anything of the sort, ancl insert the thin 
end of the wedge in this case, so surely will 
·we have regular payment of rr1en1bers; and I 
think it is f>or better for the country at large 
that the Bill should be she! ved, :end 'that 
members should not be paid any expenses, than 
that we should run the risk of establishing 
regular payment of members. I believe that 
members of Parliament should be able to pay 
their own expenses. Human nature was the 
::n1n1e everywhere ; and a needy 111:-111 '\Vou1d do 
what a man who was not needy would scorn to 
do. There might be some noble characters
exceptions to this rule-but in this case the excep
tions prove the rule. Another reason I hcwe for 
objecting is, that a member of Parliament 
may become lt J\1inister-e, needy man, perlmps, 
with a large family, might become a :Minister, 
and the emolument attached would be an 
inducmnent to hhn to ren1ain a rnernber 
of the Ministry when he ought really to 
resign. I believe the introduction of this system 
would bring-up 11 number of politic·al ndventurers 
anrl stump-orators. I know the l'ostmaster
General takes the opposite view, but, as far as 
I know human nature, I believe that would 
be the case. I need not go any further ; the few 
words I have spoken will show my views on the 
subject. I think the pnyment of members is 
wrong in principle and is bad in practice, and I 
therefore moye the second reading of this Bill 
stand an Order of the Day for this clay six 
months. 

The Hox. A. ,T. THYNNE : Hon. gentle
Inen,-I do not propose to go into the general 
question of the e,<lvisability or propriety of pay
ment of members, but there is something to me 
very repugnnnt in the Bill now before us. Here 
we have gentlemen, members of Parliament, 
voting to pass " Bill to put money into their 
own pockets. I think that is an incorrect 
proceeding; and if we aflirm it I think it 
will be to a certain extent an indecent 
proceeding. vVhether it is dP,;irable or not 
in the long run to have pnyment of members 
is a question upon both sides of which much 
might be said. But whatever might ultimately 
happen, I shall never give my consent to the 
passing of a Bill by which any one branch of the 
Legislature or Parliament proposes to put into 
their own pockets public money.; which might 
be required for very many more useful purposes. 

The Hox. J. F. MoDOUGALL said: Hon. 
gentlenwn,~-I cannot allow this question to go 
without saying a few words upon it. I rise for the 
purpose of saying that I am entirely opposed to 
the principle of payment of members. The 
country has never suffered from any want of 
members in another place, and I believe the best 
men have been found. I think the honour of the 
position is quite sufficient ; and if a man cannot 
afford to remain there without being paid, I say, 
let him retire, and I have not the least doubt 
others will be found willing to take his place. I 
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am entirely opposed to this, and I always have 
been, and I do not think it would be at all con
ducive to introducing a better class of men. On 
the contrary, I believe it would have " very 
different effect. I shall support the amend
ment. 

The Ho~. vV. H. vV ALSH snid : Hon. gentle
men,-! cannot conceive how any man who loves 
his country better than himself can support a 
Bill of this kind. To me it carries with it its 
own ignorniny, and its own punish1nent. To 
think the,t hon. members in another Chamber 
could be accused of <lelaying, lengthening, 
or suspending lt session because it pecuniarily 
suits them so to do; to think that they 
should have undertaken duties, or been pleased 
for one moment to fight for and struggle for 
e,nd undertake duties because they are con
nected with pecnniary considerations ; to thin"\<, 
in fact, that Englishmen can be bribed and paid 
to come and do the dutiee peculiarly applicable 
to the representatives of the people of the 
colony-not the hirelings of the colony-to think 
that they ce,n be brought to do that is utterly 
beyond my comprehension. This question of 
payment of members has been over and over 
again brought before the people of Queensland; 
and in even· instance where it has been presented 
to the peopie of Queensland, I find it has only 
been when the representatives of the people 
have found themselves securely ensconced in 
Parliament, and in ever·y instance, so far as my 
recollection goes, the people of the colony, as" 
whole, have violently resisted such a measure. 
No Parliament that I can remember has ever 
been returned, pledged to support, as a 
majority, the principle of payment of member~. 
The present one has not been so returned, and It 
is useless to sny it has. I can easily understand 
when hon. mei11bers are safely ensconced in Par
liament, that they may feel how very .nice and 
pleasant it would be for them to be paid by the 
State. It is perhaps e,n invidious and unpleasant 
point to take up, but I ask hon. gentlemen to cast 
their eyes back over the members of Parliament 
during the last fifteen or twenty years, whomsoever 
they might be, who received pay for their services, 
and who have been employed by parties on either 
side, for the Government or the Opposition-and 
I say, are those the kind of men we wish to see 
encouraged toe,ppear in our Legislative Assembly? 
Will hon. members take that view of the question, 
and look back at those whom we have often des
pised and treated with contempt almost when we 
have met them; and I ask, do we wish to see 
the Parliament of Queensland flooded with men 
of that kind? I say we do not. 

Ho.:-<OL'RABLE MEliiBERs : Hear, hear ! 

The HoN. W. H. vV ALSH: But we are in 
danger of doing that if we make the position of 
a member of Parlinment an office of State 
emolument. I say we will be inducing every 
ne' er-do-wee! in" district, and every wood-and· 
water - joey in the towns to get up, who 
could by claptrap and stump-oratory command 
support ; we will be inducing them, I say, 
to come in, and not only represent con· 
stituents no better than themselves, but they will 
have the destinies of this young and fine colony 
in their hands to do as they list, and their list 
will be to make it pay themselves. I cannot 
conceive any body of Englishmen inheriting 
all the institutions, feelings, and practices of 
«]m·ious old England-I cannot believe that 
those men-transplanted to a country where their 
prospech are better, and where the emoluments 
of their own labour e,re much greater-can 
come down and ask Parlia"nent tu onpplement 
their emoluments, and make them the 
recipients of a kind of public charity. There is 
another question we shoUld take into consider~. 
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tion. I believe it has never been proposed before 
in any Parliament that the persons introducing 
and carrying a Bill of this kind have demanded 
that it shall come into operation during their 
tenure of office. Every Bill of this kind that I 
rcmem her has, at all events, had this kind uf 
palliative or virtue implanted in it that it was to be 
for our successors io. the succeeding Parliament. 
l'\ osuch condition is provided for in this Bill. It is 
a brazen and persomtl effort and attempt by hon. 
fientlemen in another place to vote for them
se] ves moneys which they are to receive for their 
services, and they have taken advantage of the 
peculiar political position and exigencies of the 
Ministry to do these things. I think this is a 
case in point in which this Chamber, at any rate, 
should show its manline.,,, its dignity, and its 
independence, by raising its voice and giving· its 
vote against such a Bill. Then again there is 
the argument th>tt it will not apply to this 
Chamber, and God forbid that it should. 

HoNOURABLE JliiElllBJms: Hear, hear! 
The HoN. W. H. 'vVALi:-lH: The argument 

has been used that this principle should not 
apply in this Chamber, because the members in 
it have a life-interest in the positions they 
occupy. If that is the only objection why mem
bers of this Chamber should not be paid, it could 
be overcome by limiting the operations of this 
Bill to a certain time-to one year, three yen,rs, 
or five years; but even that has not been clone 
in the other Chamber. It will go on for all time, 
so that the objection which is raised against 
members of this Chamber being paid is defective. 
I suppose there is no use in trying to induce the 
Pmtmaster-General to abandon the Bill; but I 
trust there will be such a vote in this Chamber 
as will again, on behalf of the people of this 
colony, show, at any rate, that our representa
tives are not to be paid for and bought. 

The HoN. P. MACPHERSOX: Hon. gentle
men,-I must say that the question dealt with 
by this Bill is one to which I have given 
some little consideration and thought. I was 
very much impressed incle~·d by the speech of 
the hon. the Postmaster-General in introducing 
it. My hon. friend Mr. Thynne has met the 
Bill with the assertion that the Legislative 
Assembly are voting money for themselves ; 
but I fail to see how they could vote the 
money in any other way than by this 
Bill. Are the Legislative Assembly to go 
to the people on their benclecl knees with a 
petition and request them to give them £10,000? 
No ! The Legislative Assembly are the cus
todians of the public purse, and so long as they 
keep their draft upon that public purse within 
moderate limits I do not see how the public can 
find fault with them. The allowances sought 
to be imposed by this Bill seem to me, 
hon. fientlemen, to be fair and reasonable. 
\Ve, sitting in this Chamber, are not in a 
position to say exactly that they are unrea
sonable. What is our work, as regards the 
legislation of the colony, compared with the 
work of the Legislative Assembly? What is the 
work of any individual member of the Council 
in active work compared with the work of an 
active member of the Legislative Assembly? 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH : A great deal 
more. 

The HoN. P. M.ACPIIERSO~: It is not one 
tithe. 

An Hosm;IUELE 11E>IEER : Bunkum. 
The HoN. P. JliiACPHERSOl'\ : I think I 

have said sufficient, at all events, to answer that 
part of the argument. The Hon. Mr. 'vValsh 
said that they might prolong the se,sion. I do 
not think that is a worthy remark for any hon. 
Illember to make. I do not think the members of 

the Assembly would dream of doing such a thing 
in order to put money into their own pockets. 
I think too highly of them ; and considering 
that the total amount they are to receive is put 
down at £200, I think that is a sufficient answer 
to the argument. I find, sir, that if I am wrong 
in the view I take, I err in very good company. 
The principle sought to be broufiht into law in 
this colony is the principle in force in all civilised 
States at the present clay. One of the exceptiorm 
b England ; but about 400 years ago the principle 
of the payment of members' expenses was in 
force there. It was in force, I have no doubt, 
in consequence of the badness of the roads and 
the difficulties of travelling in that time ; 
but, by-and-by, as population and wealth 
increased, the representation of the country 
fell into the hands of a few, and ultimately 
it was done away with. 'vV e know that now 
the men who hold seats in the British House 
of Commons are amongst the· wealthiest com
moners of the land, and we know that, as a rule, 
the expense of attaining a seat in that House is 
often almost ruinous. That, I think, cannot be 
denied. Therefore no analogy can be drawn from 
England. The memlJers of the 1£nglish House 
of Commons require no payment; they are only 
too glad to get there without p>tynJent. What 
harm is there in the payment of members? The 
Hon. Jliir. Murray-Prior said that any man ought 
to be only too happy to serve his country for th<:J 
honour of it. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBE!l : So he ought. 
The HoN. P. MACPHERSON: Then I 

would ask the hon. the President, sitting in his 
chair, whether he ought not to be satisfied to 
preside over the deliberations of this House 
without payment. Upon the same principle, 
why should he not? On the other hand, the 
Speaker of the Legislative _\.ssernbly might as 
well be asked why he should not preside over its 
deliberations for the same reason. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: He would be 
very glad to. 

The HoN. P. MACPHERSOJ'\: I have 
listened to what I will not call arg·umeuts, but 
to what I will call declamation on this subject; 
bnt the result of my reading and consideration 
of it is that I shall vote for this measure. I do 
so fearlessly, because I have a perfect right to 
assert my opinion upon the question. 

The HoN. A. H. 'vVILSOl'\ : Hon. gentlemen, 
--It was not my intention to speak to-night, but 
after the speech we have just heard from the 
Hon. Mr. J\Iacpherson I think it is necessary 
that I should say something, because I intend to 
vote in a very different way from that hon. 
gentleman. There i.~ a good deal to be said with 
regard to this Payment of Members Bill ; there 
is something that I agree with, but there is a 
great deal that I do not agree with. 'vV ere this 
Bill brought in for the purpose of paying mem
bers coming from a distance-from the far 
North for instance-from N orrnanton downwards 
to JI/Iaryborough-members who have to leave 
their business and place other people in charge 
of it, who have to keep house there, and who 
must live here in hotels or clubs at considerable 
expense-I could see smne reason and sense in 
it. If it were proposed simply to pay the ex
penses they are put to for horse or carriage 
hire or steamer fare, and a certain allowance 
for the time they are required to remain in 
Brisbane, there would not be so much ob
jection ; but it is a very different thing 
when it is proposed to pay members who 
reside in Brisba,ne, or the suburbs of Brisbane, 
who are really ttt no expense whatever, but who 
have a certain ttmmmt of pleasure in attending 
the Houce and a certain amount of honour that 
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attacheR to the position. If they are in Bris
bane it is an advertisement for them in their 
business. 'rhere is not the slightest doubt 
about that. The man who is a member of 
Parliament, if he is in business in Brisbane, 
is noted and known all over the colony 
as " Mr. So-and-so" ; his name goes forth to 
the country, and it is a certain advertisement for 
him. And to say that that man should be paid 
the same as a man from Maryborough, Rock
hampton, or elsewhere, who has to leave his 
business and keep two houses, is going a little 
too far. If provision were made simply for 
the payment of the expenses of members res id
ing at a distance I should vote for it at once, 
but to include members living in Brisbane is 
something rttdically wrong, and I shall vote 
against it. I do not think it is right to include 
members living in Brisbane, who are put to no 
expense, and who gain all the benefits that 
accrue to the position of a member of Parlia
ment, and there are many of them. The Hun. 
Mr. Macpher,;on has compared the work of 
members in the other Chamber with the work 
of hon. members here, but I do not see any 
difference at all. Members from a distance have 
to attend here at a certain time; they have to stay 
the same time in Brisbane, and devote the same 
time to the discharge of their duties in doing 
the best they can for the benefit of the country. 
'With regarcl to what was done 400 years ago in 
England, I think we had better let that alone. 
I do not think my hon. friend Mr. Macpherson 
made much out of it. The hon. gentleman 
touched upon one point in which I think he 
went a little astray. He said, why should not 
our President discharge the duties of his office 
for the honour of the thing? But there is some
thing more than that to be considered. Our 
President has an amount of work to do which 
few people are aware of, ancl which you want to 
be in the position to find it out. I am sure that 
the President. woulcl say that he has sufficient 
work to do to occupy him from 10 to 4 
o'clock-the same as any bank clerk in town 
-for, at least, four or five days in the week. 
It is a very different position from that of hon. 
members who come down here ancl give their 
time from 4 o'clock to 8 a few nights in the week. 
I did not intend to speak at all, and should not 
have done so only there is something in the Bill 
that I do not like at all, and that is the payment 
of members all round. As I have said, I should 
vote for the payment of the expenses of mem
bers coming from a distance ; but I decline to 
vote for the payment of members who live about 
Brisbane, who are put to no expense, but have 
all the pleasure and honour and perquisites at
tending the position of a member of Parliament. 

The HoN. F. H. HART said: Hon. gentle
men,-I wish to say a few words, not many, on 
this subject. I have always consistently opposed 
this measure whenever it has come before the 
House since I have had the honour of a seat in it 
since 1872, and my opinion respecting it has not 
changed in the slightest degree. I shall there
fore oppose it now. I listened attentively to 
the remarks of the hon. the Postmaster-General in 
introducing the measure, ancl I am sorry to say 
that I cannot agree with him that the system has 
workecl well in the southern colonies. My 
experience of it is limited to visits down south
to Melbourne; and my observations of the work
ing of the system there have been anything hut 
satisfactory. I should he very sorry to see it 
introduced into Queensland. I entirely dissent 
from the remarks of the Hon. Dr. O'Doherty, and 
quite agree with those of the Hon. Mr. \Valsh 
in hoping that the day is far distant when 
it will be attempted to pay members of this 
House. If such were done, we, being nominee 
members, would become State pensioners for J 

life. Rather than become a pensioner of the 
State in that way, I should resign my se~t. 
·with regard to the members of the Legis
lative Assembly, I, for one, think that those 
gentlemen should not be called upon to 
give their services to the public for nothi!'g· 
But I object most strongly to the State paymg 
for them. Let them be paicl by their constituents, 
if they are worth payment, for there can be no 
better judges of what members are worth than 
their own constituents. If members are paid by 
their own constituents there will be some ground 
for the remarks made by the Hon. Dr. O'Doherty 
with regard to the will of the people and the 
voice of the country demanding payment of 
members. There can be no better test of the 
abilities of a member than his appreciation by 
his constituents ; because if he is idle and good 
for nothing they will think little of him, 
whereas if he is a good member they will re
cognise his worth better than can be done by the 
colony as a whole. It is all very well to talk about 
the will of the people and the voice of the country; 
but those hon. members seem to overlook the 
fact that there is a large minority among the 
representatives of the people, and even men 
amongst the majority, who disapprove of pay· 
ment of members. I repeat that I have always 
opposed payment of members, and I. shall oppose 
it now. 

The HoN. W. GRAHAM: I do not wish to 
give a silent vote on this question. Even the 
Postmaster-General was not able, in introducing 
the Bill, to bring forward any fresh arguments 
on the subject; and though he is in the habit of 
accusing other people of inaccuracy, I believe 
that in his own speech on this question he was 
himself a little inaccurate. He said that the 
members of every Parliament on the continent 
of Europe were paid. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I said 
nothing of the sort. 

The Ho:-~. W. GRAHAM: The hon. gentle
man both said so and is reported to have said so 
in Hansct?"d. 

The POSTl\IASTER-GENERAL: I must 
correct the hon. gentleman. I said I believed 
that in all the States of Europe except Great 
Britain, possessing free institutions, payment of 
members was the rule. I mentioned, as instances, 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, and stated 
that in the German Empire, notwithstanding 
the powerful opposition of Prince Bismarck, 
payment of members had recently been made 
the law. 

The HoN. W. GRAHAM: I understood the 
hon. gentleman to refer to all the Parliaments of 
Europe ; but Italy is one exception, and I believe 
it has not a bad Parliament either. The Hon. 
£/Ir. Macpherson has taken us back about 400 
years, but he did not do it in a straightforward 
way, or else his information is not very accurate. 
Although members were paid then, it was not by 
the people but by the shires they represented. I 
was in great hopes that the Hon. Dr. O'Doherty 
would have been here to-night, because I should 
have liked to hear him again stating his reasons 
for not supporting this Bill. His reasons are, I 
believe, th>tt the Bill makes no provision for the pay
mentofthe Council, but if he had been present and 
had brought forward a motion to include rnem· 
bers of the Council, I have no hesitation in 
saying that he would not have got three members 
to' vote with him. I am certain the Postmaster
General would not have so voted. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: You may 
be making a mistake there. 

The HoN. W. GRAHAM: I am sure he would 
not. Possibly some member on that Ride entirely 
deaf to argument might vote for the motion, 
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Possibly the Hon. Mr. Turner, who is a man 
of most irregular habits-so far as his attendance 
in this House is concerned-might come in and 
not kno\ving the nature of the nwtion, vote for 
it by mistake; and possibly the Hon. Mr. vVa!sh, 
who has most sound and con,titutional convic
tions, but who, as a rule, votes directlv against 
them, might support the hon. member. Those are 
the only three members that would support such a 
nwtion. Oneoftheargurnent~lnu,deuse 0finfav<)nr 
of payment of members is that constituencies 
will be able to return local members ; but I think 
they can always find local members. The 
truth is that Brisbane lawyers, for their own 
}mrposes, wish to repre8ent constituencies, 
and, a>J the Hon. Mr. Wi!H<m said, it is a 
good advertisement for them. They go up, 
having a certain amount of political influence 
and also a good share of the "gift of the gab," 
and they put the local men out altogether. It 
is of very little m•e going into the arguments 
on this question, which have already been worn 
threadbare. I have always opposed payment 
of members, and I shall always continue to hold 
the same principles. If men cannot be found for 
the honour-be0ause it is an hononr-to repre
sent the different places, then those places can 
be hardly worth representing. 

The HoN . • T. TA YLOI{ : Hon. gentlemen,
I shall vote against the Bill; and I would even 
go further, and say that no man has a right to 
be in either House unless he has an income 
sufficient to enable !1im to~" so 'dthout requiring 
any payment for Ius serVIces. It is impossible 
for a man to be perfectly straightforward and 
act in accordance with his hon<~<.;t conviction~ if 
he has to bow down to anyone in the House 
or out of it. It has been stated, both here 
and elsewhere, that we had no right to 
vote on the Land Bill, and that we voted 
for our own interests ; lmt I should like to know 
what the members of the other House were 
doing when they voted for payment of members. 
Th"'t was a far more direct way of furthering 
their own interests than can be said of us in 
voting for the Land Bill, for the amendments 
we made may never become law, and if they do 
it will be a very long time before they benefit ns. 
I do not see why we should be called "old 
wmnen" and "fossilf'." \V c have shown this 
time, at any rate, that we hardly come under 
the denoinination of '' fm;t;ilR," and I an1 glad 
that such a stand has been made on the Land 
Bill. If we are fossils we are 11ot frightened hy 
tho,;e who call us fossils; we >tre not to be 
bounced into acce1Jting n1easnres of \vhich we do 
not approve. 'l'he Postm<tster-General has 
several times made use of the term " solid vote" 
in reference to members on this side dnring the 
discussion on the Land Bill; in fact he has been out 
of temper all the time the Bill has been b~fore us. 
I agree with what anhon. member said in regard 
to members who have to travel 1500 or GOO miles 
being allowed something for expenses. I nnder
stand that all the members of the Assembly are 
allowed steamer fares between Brisbane and any 
other port in the colony once a year besides the 
privilege of travelling free on the railways at any 
time; and I do not see why the members of the 
Council should not be allowed the same advan
tages. I am rather sorry that the Bill has come 
on to-night, because the forces of the Po;;tmaster
General are so very small that we shall beat him 
by a very large majority. 

The Hox. W. D. BOX: Hon. gentlemen,
I intend to vote in favour of the postponement 
of the measure, though I do not object to the 
principle of payment of memhers. The idea 
that a man should be paid for the work he 
does must commend iteel£ to all Englishwcn ; 
J>nd if the Bill had provided that ya;-ment of 

members should commence from the beginning 
of the next Pftr!iarnent, I should probably 
have given it my support, but I cannot vote for 
a measure Ly which people are actually voting 
money into their own pockets. I believe that the 
voice of the people will yet demand payment of 
member,, but for the reasons I have given I shall 
vote for the postponement of this Bill till this 
day six nwnth;;. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY: Hon. gentle
men,-A good deal has been said ahout the 
difficulty of getting suitable men to represent 
the 'ccrious constituencies un!eHS they are paid ; 
hut the fact remains that the constituencies 
best represented are those who;;e members not 
only receive no payment, but spend considerable 
;;ums of money in order that they may secure 
their return to PMliament. But even supposing 
payment of members to be desirable, would it 
not be better that the constituencies wishing 
to have their members should pay them out of 
their own funds, than that the whole colony 
should be taxed for the purpose? The 
majority of members might be quite con
tent to do the work without payment ; and 
the proper way would • be to ascertain what 
constituencies really wished to have their 
members paid. 'l'hat could be best done, not by 
charging the expenses on the consoliflated 
revenue, but on the divisional boards' and n1uni· 
cipal councils' rates. They would then have an 
opportunity of expressing their opinion as to 
whether it is desirable to pay their members, 
and also what thev consider their members are 
worth. At preser;·t they no doubt think that if 
they can get member• paid out of the consoli
dated revenue the members will spend the 
money at the elections, quite forgetting the fact 
that the money must come out of their own 
pockets in the first instance- because it would 
not be a direct tax. If payment of members 
came into force according to the plan he pro
posed, those constituencies whose members per
formed their duties gratuitously would have a 
grea.t advantage. 1-\...nd even suppo~ing, for 
instance, tlmt in a constituency there is a clever 
and popular man whom the people may be 
anxions to send to Parliament-even then thev 
wonlcl not be more heavily taxed by pay
ing his expenses out of the municipal 
rates than if they were paid out of the 
general revenue. I therefore think that 
if the Ass em blv are desirous of adopting a 
system of payment of members they should at 
some future time bring in a Bill providing that 
each munici)Ja1ity or divisional board should be 
ant.Iwrisecl to lev'y a special rate for the payment 
of its member, that special rate to be subject to 
the usual contingency attending a Yote to be 
raised on loan. If the majority decided that they 
would not have the rate it could not be levied ; 
hut if they decided in favour of the rate it would 
l1e levied, and their member would be paid. Then 
the matter '~<mid come more directly home to 
them, and they would more thoroughly under
stand the precise position in which they stood 
with regard to their representatives, taking care 
that if they did pay their members they would 
get the best men aml get fL fair amount of work 
out of them. I shall certainly not vote for the 
second reading of this Bill. 

The Hox. G. KIKG: Hon. gentlerr:en,-I 
shall .-ote for the ]"•stponemeut of this Bill, but 
I cannot agree with the Hon. Mr. G-regory that 
the money required for the payment of members 
should be charged to the didsional boards 
and the munkipalit.ies. I am afraid that if 
h1s sngg-eRtion were adopted a very inferior 
c!:t'" of member:; would be electe<l as members of 
Parliament, 
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The POSTMAST.E R-G ENERAL s>tid: Hon. 
gentlemen,-Jt ls perfectly evident that this Bill 
is going to meet with the ,ame fate as its vrede
cessors. 

The PRESIDENT: I think the hon. member 
has spoken. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I have 
not spoken upon the amendment though I have 
spoken on the original question. I quite agree 
with the views the Hon. J\:fr. l\l[n,cpherson has 
expressed with regard to the speeches of hon. 
members in this Chamber made up to the time 
when he addressed the Chamber. There was very 
little argument in them, but possibly ~' larg:e 
amount of declamation. Since that time we have 
h~td some speeches which have contributed to our 
enlightenment. \Ye lmve h>ccl some strong, solid, 
ornate, courteous, and chaste speeches frmn somt;>, 
hon. nleTnbers, and smne excruciatingly witty 
speeches from others, but I have heard no argu
ments so far, that at all shake my own 
convictions upon this subject. There seem to 
be chiefly two objections nrg·ed against this Bill 
with anything· like force. The first is th01.t 'p01.y
ment of members is opposed, we will say, to the 
genius of British ideas. On the second reading 
of the Bill I pointed out that vractic01.lly 
Great Britain and New South \V 01.les 01.re the 
only two important portions of the British 
Empire in which p01.yment of members is not 
the rule. The Hon. ::\1r. lVIacpherson has 
referred to a period 1nany year~ ago, '''hen pay
ment of members was the rule in Great Britain; 
and I say, that although it does not exist there 
now in n01.me, there can be no doubt that it does 
exist in fact to a very large extent. One hundred 
and fifty members of the House of Commons 
are persons receiving salaries frmr1 the Crown, 
and a large proportion of the other members of 
that body receive indirect ]myment through the 
salaries which their friends are receivinrr on 
account of the patronage exercised on their 
behalf. 

Hoxot:JL\llLE iV[E'.fBEI\S: Xo, no! 

The POSTMASTER.-GEXERAL: I say it 
is "'fact that the Civil Service in Great Britain 
is almost entirely composed of the proteges of 
supporters of the members of the Government 
in the House of Commons. There is a strong 
feeling now growing up in favour of payment of 
members in the Imperial Parliament, >end I 
anticipate th01.t members of this House will 
live to see the d01.y when puyment of 
members will be introduced in the Irnperi01.l 
Legishture. Another objection urged w1th some 
force has very little in it when we an01.lyse it. 
The objection is that it is indecent, to say the 
least of it, for the Legisbti ve Assembly to pro
pose that money should he puid to thcrnselves
th01.t 01.ctually by this Bill they were asking 
the country to put money into their own 
pockets. I 01.sk hon. gentlemen to say what 
reason there is why those gentlemen should 
not receive compensation for the losses en
tailed upon them by their uttcndnnce to their 
duties in Parliament. This is the fourth or fifth 
occasion on which this proposition has been 
made to this Clmrnher, and it is in consequence 
of the action of this House that "' provision of 
this kind is not the !01.w of the land. I<'or nmny 
years p01.st-for the last ten or fifteen yea,rs at 
all events-after the general elections, except on 
one occ01.sion, during the first session of ettch Par
liament, the Legislative Assembly has affirmed 
that payment of members of the Legislative 
Assembly should be a portion of the law of the 
land; and if the voice of the people, as expresser! 
by their ropresent01.th·es in l'arlirtrnent, im
merliately after the elections, had been cctrrierl 
into effect, those gentlemen of the LegislatiYe 
Assembly would he now dmwing considerubly 

more than this Bill proposes they should draw as 
reimbursement for the outlay they incur in 
01.ttending to their duties in Purliament. \V e, d 
course, are nil too patriotic, and high-minded, 
01.nd indepenrlent to accept anything in the sh01.pe 
of remunerution for our services. But I say 
there are several hou. gentlemen in this House 
receiving indirect payment for their 01.ttendance 
in Parliament. Every member of this House 
uses "' rail wn,y pass, for which he pays 
nothing. I h01.ve known that hon. gentle
men-the hulk of them, 01.t all events-01.re 
constantly in the habit of using these 
railway pa•ses for the purpose of travelling 
over our r01.il w01.y lines, not on the business of 
the country, but on their own private concerns. 
Why are these gentlemen receiving this kind of 
payment? It is because they are members of 
Parliament. I will go further than th01.t. I 
know of 01.n instance where an hon. gentlenmn 
was a member of this Chamber, and resigned his 
seat to conte"t an election in the interest of the 
Government, but w01.s defeated, and the Govern
ment afterw01.rds reappointed him to this Council; 
and, during the interv01.l, he on more than one 
occasion made u"e of his effete rail way p01.ss. 
These 01.re the gentlemen who would scorn to 
touch anything in the shape of money, directly 
or indirectly, as payment for their service~ in 
Parli01.ment. 

An HoxouRAllLE ::\!EMBER: Who was that? 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Still they 

use these pttsses. \Vhy do they not give them 
up? I say, let hon. gentlemen he consistent, 
01.nd do the whole thing or nothing. Let them 
throw up their milway passe,B. 
Ho~ocnABLJo; ~h)!BEJ\S : There is no analogy 

at all in the c01.se. 
The POST:MASTER-GENERAL: Of course 

there is no analogy ; but why do they get free 
passe~? 

An Ho~OUJL\BJ.E ::YIE3fBER: Do not the mem
bers of the Legblati ve Assembly get p01.sses? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Precisely 
-because the members of the Legisbtive Assem
bly are members of the Legislative Assembly ; 
because the St01.te recognises th01.t their services 
in Parliament entitle them to thut privilege. It 
is for the same reason exactly that the railway 
pasHes are granted to hrm. members of this 
House. 'l'hey get them because of their attend-
01.nce in P01.rlimnent. 

The Hox. A. H. \VILSON: What about the 
member; who use the coasting steamers? They 
do not get free pas!:les. 

The POST MASTER-GENERAL: At present 
railway passeE; are given to 1nen1bers of both 
Hou,;es of Parliament, and I say it is not any 
difference in principle at 01.1!-it is simply a differ
ence in degree. I am glarl to see that hon. gentle
men appear to he somewh01.t irrit01.ted at this 
reference to the railw01.y passes; it seems to 
have had some effect upon them. I said on 
the second reading of the Bill, and I repeat 
it now, that in the great hulk of the free 
States, and in the most important of the 
British dependencies, this law is in force. It 
has been urg-ed here by one or two speakers 
that a very large number of persons offer their 
service~ at an election to various constituencies, and 
that therefore there is no dearth of suitable men. 
I think th01.t 01.rgument 01.nswers itself. It is not 
becau~e a rnan offerr-; his services as a candidate 
for election th01.t therefore he is fit to represent 
the sentiments of the constituents to whom he 
offers his services. One hon. gentleman said 
that in no sing·le instance could there be any 
difficulty found in selecting suitable loc01.lmen to 
repre,sent constituencies. \Ve need go no further 
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back than the last two Parliaments to see the 
fallacy of this statement ; and I refer to one con
stituency-that of Cook. The constituency of 
Cook could not find two local representatives. 
One local man deserted them, and they got hold 
of a professional man here, who was subsidised 
in a most improper manner. During a great 
portion of the sitting of Parliament he was 
employed to do work for the Government. This 
man was a Brisbane barrister, and he found it 
apparently so profitable to represent that constitu
ency that at great expense he offered his services 
again and tried-I do not say he tried, but I say 
that on his behalf most dishonourable practices 
were resorted to for the purpose of securing that 
person's return, and he had not the courage to 
face the matter out before a committee appointed 
by the Legislative Assembly. He left the place 
as soon as a petition was vresented against his 
return on the ground of improper pmctices. 
The constituency then had to fall back upon the 
services of a man they had never seen, simply 
because he happened to be a Brisbane lawyer, 
and because many eligible men in that dis
trict, as I know from my own knowledge, 
were unable to afford the expense of coming 
down to represent that constituency in Parlia
ment. I suppose it is unnecessary to argue 
further upon this question, but I will read an 
extract from a book written by the late Governor
General of Canada-the Marquis of Lorne. His 
book is a most interesting and instructive work 
upon Canada, and he refers incidentally to the 
question of payment of members there. I refer 
to his remarks upon the subject, because they 
are peculiarly applicable in this colony. The 
Marquis of Lorne writes:-

"With regard to payment of members, it may here be 
noticed that it would be very difficult indeed to get a 
House together were the members not indemnified for 
serving. They have to leave their work and travel in 
many cases hundreds of 1niles ; and men whom the 
country would desire as its best representatives could 
not attend in the absence of payment, which is not so 
much remuneration for service as partial compensation 
for loss or interruption of their usual avocation." 

The utmost a man can receive by way of com· 
pensation under this Bill in any session ofParlia· 
ment will be £200 per annum, and his travel
ling expenses once to and from the House, 
unless there is an adjournment for over a period 
of thirty days, in which case a second allowance 
for travelling expenses is made. Can hon. 
gentlemen tell me that the small amount pro-. 
posed to be paid to members of the Legislative 
Assembly in compensation for the loss they 
incur in attending to their duties in Parliament 
will bring about such a state of affairs as the 
introduction into our Parliament of professional 
politicians ? I say they can not. 

The HoN. W. FORREST said : Hon. gentle
men,-! think there are very few members in 
this House, if any, who will not admit that the 
foremost, and, in every respect, the most exalted 
legislative body in the world is the British Par
liament. While it has been pointed out that in 
nearly all the Houses of Legislature in Europe 
the system of payment of members is adopted, it 
has also been pointed out that the members of 
the British House of Commons are not paid. I 
would like to ask hon. members whether we 
should follow the example of the highest Legis
lature in the world, or follow the example of 
inferior Legislatures? I do not need to go 
abroad to see the pernicious and evil effects of 
payment of members ; we can see what its 
effects have been very near our own door 
in another colony. I know what the effect 
of the payment of members has been in 
Victoria, and nothing in the heavens above, 
in the earth beneath, or in the waters under the 
a11rth, will ~ver induqeme to votf.l for p!liynwnt of 

members. The result of payment of members in 
other colonie• has been to degrade legislation, 
and to raise a crop of trading politicians. Are 
we to counte11ance anything that will bring us 
down to that level? I hope this House will 
never countenance anything of the sort. ·with 
regard to the trifling expenditure to which the 
hou. gentleman has referred, we are accustomed 
to hear him call things trifling, as when he deals 
with the question of rental, for insbnce, and 
speaks of so much an acre- it looks very 
small- for !id., or even 3d. an acre looks 
trifling enough; but when we come to calculate 
it, and find that 3d. per acre amounts to £8 a 
square mile, it comes home to us with a ven
geance. The hon. member says that £200 a year 
is a trifling expense, but let us look at it in this 
way: It will amount in the aggregate to about 
£10,000 or £12,000 a year, and that, capitalised, 
amounts actually to £250,000 at 4 per cent. vVe 
are now making railways at £2,500 a mile: take 
it at £3,000 a mile, and we find that we can 
make eighty-three miles of railway with what 
it will cost us each year to vay members of 
Parliament. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: How can 
you make eighty-three miles of railway for 
£10,000? 

The HoN. W. :B'ORREST: The hon. gentleman 
is about as weak in his calculations as he often 
is in his law. Then if I say this--that £10,000 
a year will pay the interest at 4 per cent. on 
£250,000-does the hon. gentleman understand 
that? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: No. Of 
course I cannot understand it at all. 

The HoN. W. FORREST: £2!50,000, taking 
the cost of making railways at £3,000 a mile, 
will make eighty-three miles of railway. I hope 
the hon. gentleman understands that much. I 
would like to know whether the population 
of this country would prefer to have the 
railways that could be made for this money, m· 
to vay the money to members of Parliament. 
Perhaps the hon. the Postmaster-General will 
inform us that this mile of railway to the Valley, 
which is going to cost £160,000, or this political 
railway to Cleveland, which is going to cost 
£80,000-say. £240,000 in all-perhaps the hon. 
gentleman will give up these, and devote the 
money topayingmembers of Parliament. If the 
constituencies are prepared to show their bonct.fides 
by making some practical evidence of them, then 
I may believe that they are in favour of payment 
of members. I think if you put it to any con
stituency, and ask them whether they would 
prefer that their members should not be paid at 
all, and that they should have this money 
expended in making railways, or that they 
should give up the railways and pay their 
members, what would their answer be ? 
The answer would be exactly the same as 
I am going to give to-night by voting against 
the second reading of this Bill. I was in Vic
toria a good many years ago, when a similar 
discussion was before the House there, and I had 
a very great many strong, though friendly, dis
cussions with a friend of mine who was not 
practically engaged in politics, b"t was theoreti
cally in favour of payment of members. 1t is 
an old saying that'' time brings its revenges," and 
my revenge came about a week ago in letters 
which I received from that gentleman when he 
heard that we were about to introduce payment 
of members here. He said-" I trust nothing 
will ever induce you to vote for payment of 
members. I have lived to repent my opinions, 
and have repented, because the evil consequences 
of payment of members here haYe been hnrned 
into us witb red-hot irons." 
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Question -That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put ; and 
the House divided ;-

CoxTEXTs, 6. 

rrhe Hons. C. S. ::\fein, P. )facpherson, \V. Pettigrew, 
J. Swan, A. Raft', and D . .P. lloberts. 

KONMCON'l'EX'l'S, 15. 

The Hons. J. F. 'JicDougall. A. C. Gregory, \Y. D. Box, 
T. L . .Murray-Prior, 'W. Uraham, F. H. Hart, \V. Aplin, 
\V. H. ·walsh, \Y.l~. J.Jambert, 1Y. Pon·est, J. C. Smyth, 
G. King, A. II. Wilson, J. Taylor, and A. J. 'fhynne. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Question- That the words "this day six 

months" be added-put and passed. 

Question-That the Bill be read a second time 
this day six months-put and passed. 

OJ<'FICIALS IN PARLIAMENT BILL
SECOND READING. 

The POSTMASTER-GK''\:B~RAL said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-The objects of this Bill are three in 
number. The principal one is to create an addi
tional sabried Minister of the Crown ; the 
second is to provide a readjustment of the 
manner in which Ministers of the Crown may 
sit in the different Houses of Parliament; and 
the third is to provide that persons serving in 
the defence force of the colony, and officers 
in Her Majesty's Imperial Service, shall be at 
liberty to sit in the Legislative Assembly. 
Those gentlemen who ha Ye held the position of 
Ministers of the Crown during the past few 
years must have become aware that the business 
of the several departments is increasing so much 
that, taking intoc<msideration the amount of work 
that our extenrling sessions throw upon Ministers 
in the shape of attendance upon parliamentary 
duties, and the increasing official work owing to 
the extension of the colony in the shape of 
population, Ministers have hardly any time 
at all to devote to their private avocations. 
In fact it requires a man of iron constitution to 
do justice to hi• position in the existing state of 
affairs. I need point no further than to the 
present Premier as an example. It is a marvel 
to every body how hA gets through his work. If it 
had not been that he has an iron constitution 
he must have hroken down long since. I 
know that I myself-perhaps I am not so 
strong as some hon. members, but still I am 
tough-I find quite enough work thrown upon me 
simply in attending to my parliamentary duties 
when the House is sitting ; and I know from 
experience that the work of my department
although it is considered the lightest probably 
amongst the Th1inisterial offices-has increased 
very considerably during the interval that has 
elapsed since I held the office on a former 
occasion. There is quite enough, taking into 
consideration parliamentary duties, to monopolise 
the attention of any man and leave him very 
little time indeed to look after his own private 
affairR. I do not think it is desired by this 
House, or by any member of the community, 
that the members should have n<> time at 
all to devote to their private affairs while 
they are Ministers of the Crown. It is desi
rable that the country should get the services 
of the best men-the be.st business men in all 
the walks of life-for Ministers if possible; and I 
am sure that the people do not require more than 
a fair amount of work from i\finisters. Some time 
since a :i\Iinister for Public Instruction was 
appointed, but no salary was attached to the 
office. It is now proposed ],y this Bill to attach 
a salary to that office, and that there shall be 
~even rnernbers drawing ~a.lary at the present 
rate. Under our Leq:islative Assembly Act at 
present, only three lVIinisters are capable of 
being appointed to the Upper Honse- tho 

Postmaster-General, the Minister for Lands, and 
the Minister for \V arks. The Minister for Lands 
and the Minister for \Vorks, or rather their depart
ments, come so much directly into contact with 
the public, that I do not think the representative 
branch of the Legislature would consent to either 
of those Ministers being out of the Legislative As
sembly. But there is no reason why the Attorney
General should not have a seat in this House. In 
some of the colonies the Colonial Secretary very 
often occupies a seat in the Legislative Council. 
For many years it was the rule in the Parlia
ment of South Australia for the Colonial Secre
tary to have a seat in the Upper House; but 
seeing that the Colonial Secretary here performs 
to a large extent the functions of the Home 
Secretary in Great Brita.in, I do not know 
whether it is advisable that he should have a seat 
here. But there is no reason why the Minister 
for Public Instruction or the Attorney-General 
should not h'we a seat here. I think the time 
is approaching when it will be only fair for 
this House to E'Xpect that at least two members of 
the GoYernment should have seats here. Todd 
is strongly of opinion that the Upper House of 
Parliament should always have two members of 
the Administration in it ; and speaking for my
self, and from my own experience of this 
Chamber, I know that my duties would be very 
much lightened indeed if we had another 
Minister here, especially seeing that I have 
always had, unfortunately, the necessity 
of conducting the business of this House 
against a powerful majority upon all im
portant matters of public policy. The work 
of the representative of the Government 
in this Chamber is no light thing, as hon. 
gentlemen themselves must have seen during 
this session of Parliament. It is proposed by the 
Bill, as I have said, that there shall be an 
additional Minister. Any six of those Ministers 
may hold seats in the Legislative Assembly, 
and may be nominated by proclamation 
to that effect; and it is possible, a1> I 
have said, that any one of those Minist(;lrs
except the Colonial Treasurer, who of necessity 
n111st always be a member of the Legislative 
Assembly-may be appointed to a seat in this 
Chamber. In all probability the choice will 
be restricted, for some time to come at all 
events, to the Colonial Secretary, the Attorney
General, the Minister for Public Instruction, 
or the Postmaster-General. These are the 
essential principles of the Bill. The only other 
matter that need be referred to is embodied 
in clause 3, which provides that officers in 
receipt only of pay, half-pay, or a pension as an 
officer of Her JYiajesty's navy or army, or who 
shall receive any new or other commission in the 
navy or army respectively, or any increase of 
pay on any such commission, or any person who 
is in receipt only of daily pay as an officer or 
member of the defence or volunteer force of 
Queensland and is not employed permanently or 
at an annual salary, shall be elig-ible to be elected 
as a member of the Legislative Assembly. 
There is a further provision which is a neces
sary one. It has often been found convenient 
to redistribute the offices held by MiniRters of 
the Crown, and it has been considered doubtful 
whether a member could go from one office to 
another without resigning his seat. This Bill 
places the matter beyond doubt. It provides 
that any interchange of ofFces shall not involve 
the necessity of the Minister changing in that 
way going before his constituents for re-election. 
There is also a provision that where a Minister 
holds two offices he shall only draw the salary 
attached to oue of them. I do not know that 
that i• fair. I know it is a rule that does not 
exist in Great Britain. On several occasions 
there Prime Ministers have held the officllfi of 
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First Lord of the Treasurv and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and have drawn salary for both 
offices. 

The HoN. W. H. \V ALSH : They were 
Liberals. 

The POSTMASTER- GENERAL: No; 
they were Conservatives. Disraeli did it. How
ever, we will place the matter beyond any doubt 
here by providing that only one salary shall be 
paid to a l\finister, no matter how many port
folios he may hold. I beg to move that this 
Bill be now read a second time. 

The HoN. W. H. \V ALSH said : Hon. gen
tlemen,-! am mther surprised at this Bill being 
brought on for second reading this evening. and 
I must say that I cannot, for the life of me, see the 
necessity for such a Bill. I believe that there are 
quite sufficient offices now filled by members of 
the Government. I believe myself that if the 
gentlemen who have undertaken to perform the 
duties of those offices would do their duty con
scientiously and continuously during the office 
hours, not only would they have plenty of time 
to perform those duties, but they would have 
some to spare. I cannot conceive that any one of 
those officers is overburdened with the duties of 
his office unless by mere accident. I know 
very well that most of the gentlemen who 
fill those offices, and apparently fill them 
with credit to themselves, have other duties to 
which they allot a great deal of time, and that 
they have their pleaeures which occasionally 
they indulge in. In fact, I have some doubt 
whether taking the Ministers generally they are 
not the least overworked Ministers of the land ; 
but for some reasons that have not been men
tioned, for something behind the scenes which 
we have not heard and do not know, this Bill is 
brought in to provide for another Minister. \Vhy 
does not the Postmaster-General tell us frankly 
what it is for and who it is for? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I told you 
what it is for. I am not in the habit of conceal
ing things. 

The Hox. W. H. W ALSH : If the hon. 
gentleman is not in the habit of concealing 
things, he certainly conceals his intentions and 
thoughts. He may not consider those as 
"things," but I do; and, having listened 
attentively to the hon. gentleman, I am at a loss 
to understand what necessity there is for another 
Minister. They can be shifted about at pleasure 
without affecting their position in Parliament. 
They can shuffle the cards as they please. That 
is prodded for in this Bill, but there is no 
positive information, as far as I can see, 
as to who is the officer, and what is 
the office that the Government really intend 
to fill. My conviction is that there are 
too many Ministers in the other Chamber; that 
it is overweighted with Ministers as far as work
ing power goes; and I do not hesitate to say 
that if another Minister is introduced into this 
Chamber, and he has the ability and persuasive 
powers of the Postmaster-General, we shall find 
ourselves overweighted here. I do not think a 
good case has been made out at all. The hon. 
the Postmaster-General has chosen to refer to 
his own derJartment, and if he had not clone so 
he would not have given me this opportunity of 
referring to it. He says that he has found that 
he himself is overworked. 

The POSTMASTEll-GENERAL: I did not 
say anything of the sort. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I beg the hon. 
gentleman's pardon. I did not hear him dis
tinctly, I admit. 

The POSTMASTER -GENERAL: I said 
I found the work had considerably increased since 
I held the office before. 

The Hox. \V. H. \V ALSH: I must admit I 
did not hear the hon. gentleman, and did not 
quite understand what was being said, and on 
appealing to an hnn. gentle1nan alfmgsicle of 1ne 
he led me to understand what I have state<l. 
Still, as we are on the subject, let me say that I 
think if the hon. gentleman or his successor will 
pay a little more attention to his depart
ment-if he will waken it up to the exigen
cies and necessities of the times, he will 
crown himself with glory and credit, and 
confer a lasting boon upon the people of the 
colony. I do r~ot he,itate to say-I ;,ay it ad
visedly, from experience-tlutt I regard the 
man<cgement of the Post Office of the colony as 
at least 100 years behind the times. The hon. 
gentleman kiwws I have reason for what I say 
-everybody here knows that I hav~. reason 
for it-and I say that a more fossrhsecl or 
medievally managed establishment does not exist 
than the General Post Office of the colony. 
I have watched it for the last fifteen or twenty 
years, and it seems utterly impossible to put any 
"go" into the establishment. l\Iinister follows 
Minister, but still there is the old fossilised 
arrangement; and on behalf of the people of 
the colony I ask the Postmaster-General to do 
something that will bring the Post Office of 
the colony equal to the necessities of the times. 
I will give an instance which may be verified 
any clay by bon. members. As sure as the 
hour between 10 and ll comes ronnel every 
morning a postman may be seen delivering 
letters in George street approaching this building. 
I live 2 or 2,~ miles out of town, and I get my 
letters soon after () o'clock in the morning, read 
and answer them, and then drive to town in 
time to see the first postal delivery in George 
street. Instead of the letters being delivered at 
9 or half-past 9 o'clock at the latest, yon may 
s~e a postlnan any morning dragging along his 
weary way, and delivering letters at 11 o'clock. 
It shows either that one Minister is not able to 
deal with the institution, or that the institution 
has not called forth the extr:~orclinarY energies 
possessed by the Hon. Mr. ::\Iein. "I protest 
auainet the creation of another l\1inister. I see 
n~ necl•,;sity for creating this new office ; and I 
think that before this Chamber accedes to the 
second reading it should understand a little more 
than it has been told respecting not only the 
necessity but also what sort of a Minister it is 
intende;l to create. 

The Ho:\'. T. L. MURllAY-PRIOU: Hon. 
o-entlemen -I am not going to vote against the 
J3ill; but r' think that, instead of providing for 
an additional :Minister in another place, assrst
ance should be giYen to the Postmaster-General 
in this House. I know very well that when 
a single ::\[inister has to keep his attention 
on the stretch for a number of hours it 
is a great strain, and the. Postmaster-General 
would be less fatigued rf he had someone 
in this House to as,ist him. I would suggest 
that if provision is made for another J\[inister, 
he should take his sm>t in this House. There are 
fifty-five members, of whom fi,e are l\Iinisters, 
in another place, and there are thirty-four mem
bers here, of whom only one is a Minister. In 
another place every l\Iinister takes charge of 
rnatters rela,ting to his own department, '\Yhereas 
the Postmaster-General has to take up every 
nmtter that is brought forward by the Govern
ment. It may happen that some measures 
broug·ht forward are measures in which the Post
master-General does not thoroughly believe, and 
in such cases it would be much better to have 
a colleague in this House \Vho rnight take charge 
of such n1easures. 

The HoN .• J. TAYLOR: Hon. gentlemen,
If the Postmaster-General had told us who was 
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to be the additional Minister, and where he was 
to sit, he would have simplified the matter very 
much; and I have no doubt that be could lmYe 
answered both questions. 

The POSTMASTER- GENERAL: I can 
answer one, but not the other. It is intended at 
present that he shall sit in the other House. 

The Hox. ,J. TA YLOR: I am sorry to hear 
it, for asoistance is wanted here more than there. 
I should like to find out how many hours a-d<ty 
those gentlemen are in their offices on public 
duty, and how nmny hom·s they are on their 
own private business? The Colonial Secretflry 
is a barrister-how much time does he devote to 
business outside ? 

The POSTJ.IL\STJ~R- GENEHAL : Very 
little indeed. . 

The Ho).!. ,J. TAYLOR: I often see his name 
in connection with Supreme Court cases-and 
important cases too. \V e know tlmt the Colonial 
Treusurer is an auctioneer doing a large busi
ness, and no doubt he spends a good de<tl of his 
time auctioneering. Then there is the Attomey
Geneml, and I fancy I often see his name in the 
p<tpers as a barrister. 

The POSTMASTER - GE~ERAL : Pro;;e
cuting for the Crown. 

The Hox. J. TAYLOR: I have seen his 
name in connection with civil Cflses also. Then 
we come to the :Minister for Lands, who is a 
sqnatter, and cannot look after his private lm,i
ness, and therefore probably looks after the 
working of his department. And the same may 
be said of the Minister for Works, who is also a 
squatter. Then there is the Postmaster-General. 
How many hours a day is he in his office ; and 
how many in that of the great firm of Hart, 
Mein, and Flower? 

The POSTMASTER-GEN:ERAL: Move for 
a return. 

The HoN. J. TA YLOR : There is no doubt 
in my mind that the representative of the Crown 
in this House ought to have smne assistance, and 
I think the new Minister shou1cl sit here and 
nowhere else. I have hwnd that the new Minister 
is to be the Secretary for Public Instruction, 
and I see no reason why he should not sit here. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : That can 
be arranged under the Bill. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: I think it ought to 
be so arranged. It seems a curious thing that 
we should have seven :Ministers, seven or eight 
judgc-:.3, seven or eight Crown prosecutors, an 
Attorney-General, and I do not know how many 
law officers of the Crown, in a colony where there 
are only 50,000 adult males. It is a staff big 
enough to rule England ; and I do not suppose 
any country in the world is so expensively 
governed as Queensland. \Vith regard to the 
new Minister, I believe the Postmaster-General 
could name him if he liked. 

The POSTMAST:ER-GENERAL: No. 

The HoN. J. TAYLOR: I have been told so, 
at any rate ; and if the gentleman I have heard 
named is to be Minister for Public Instruction, 
I think it will be a most objectionable appoint
ment. 

Question put and passed ; and committal of the 
Bill made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

BUNDABERG GAS AND COKE COM
pANY BILL~SECOND READING. 

The HoN. P. MACPHERSON said : Hon. 
gentlemen,-T h~ve to move the second reading 
of this Bill, which comes to us from the Legisla
tive Assembly, accompanied by the report of 

the Select Committee which inquired into the 
matter. It is a Bill to enable the Bundaberg 
Gas and Coke Company (Limited), incorporated 
under the provisions of the Companies Act, 
18li3, to light with gas the town of Bundaberg 
<tncl its suburbs, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned. I may state for the in
formation of hon. members that the Bill 
is founded on an agreement made between 
Mr. Hobert Fleming and the municipality of 
Bunclaberg for the supply of gas to the munici
pality for a period of ten years. The provision• 
of the Bill are identical with the provisions of 
the Gympie Gas Company Bill and the 'l'owns
ville lhs Company Bill, which have this session 
received the sanction of this House, with the 
exception that the local authority in the case of 
this Bill can purchase the company's works 
at the end of ten years, instead of four
teen yem's as provided by the other Bills. 
I have only further to remark, in reference 
to the Bill at this stage, that by the 38th clause 
the 7th, 8th, and 9th clauses of the agreement 
are repealed. The effect of those clauses was 
considered by the Legislative Assembly to give 
Mr. !Cleming a monopoly of the manufacturE'; of 
gas for ten years, and tie clown the corporatwn 
to take gas from nobody else during that period. 
I beg to move tbe second reading of the Bill. 

The HoN. W. H. \V ALSH : Hon. gentlemen, 
-As this is a private Bill affecting the welfare of 
a very important seaport town of the colony, I 
think we should have some proof from the 
Government thflt it has been reviewed by them 
and meets with their approval. The Govern
ment have a <iuty to perform in connection with 
a matter of this kind; and I do object strongly 
to Parliament being made use of-to members 
with the utmost inattention giving their services 
to the passage of Bills which may be of serious 
importance to private individuab who are not 
taken into consideration at all. I can see at a 
glance that the document has some very extra
ordinary peculiarities about it. In the first 
place, it proposes to give to Mr. l<'leming-a 
Brisbane gentleman, I believe-the monopoly of 
supplying the town of Bunclaberg with gas; and 
I will call attention to one reason why he seeks 
from Parliament the protection of a Bill of this 
kind. It is a nmtter of grave importance that 
the Committee which took evidence, and brought 
up a report in another ],lace on the propriety of 
passing such a Bill, and on whose work we have 
to rely to a considemble extent, did not choose 
to examine more than one witness, and that 
witness the very man who asks for this special 
Bill. It appears to me to turn Parliament 
into a regular farce. A man petitions Parlia
ment for ~' special Bill, he gets a select com
mittee- and a very select committee - to 
extunine into the preliminary matters connected 
with the introducti•m of that Bill, and he is 
himself the sole witness called upon to give 
evidence as to whether it is or is not inter
fering with private rights, or whether it will not 
be injurious to municipal rights or the rights of 
the people at brge. Here is the reason he gives 
for this Bill. This is the kind of pabulum 
brought up to us, and we are expected to be 
satisfied with it. I find in the evidence of the 
Committee that Mr. ICleming, who is the pro
moter of this Bill, and the gentleman whois 
to have the monopoly of supplying the town of 
Bundaberg with gas, is asked by the Chflir
rnan :-

.. Mr. Fleming, your intention is tha.t this Bill, if it 
becomes an Act, shall t}lkC the place of the agreement 
in que~tion: ·well, I dn not say it can possibly take the 
place of the agreement I mnst allhtre to the agree
ment with the corporation, in conjunction with the 
13ill; that is to say, I must sell my gas at the price sta~ed 
here. In all Gas Companies Acts I have seen the priCe 
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of the gas is not given, I think. They may give the 
price to start with; but they do not bind tlw compauy 
dmvn to any price for any length of time. 

"l)erhaps yuu will explain your reasons for applying 
for this Bill~" 

Now, the answer given to this qnestion is what I 
call the attention of hon. gentlemen to~ 

":\1y reason is u very simple one. In the event of my 
n~lling ont with any individual in the t0\Vl1 of Bunda
berg, he might cause me a lot of trouble and ob~trne
tion. For instance~and I gi.Ye you an actual instance-~ in 
doing my excavating and carting-. a drunken t'etlow there, 
worth a g'reat deal of money, becau:-:e I 1Ud not emvluy 
him, seeks to go into the eorporation as an alr1erman, 
and threatens what he will do, and .... o on. He could not 
do anything except annoy and olJstruct me, perhaps. 
'l'he Bill is simply to get out of that sort of diilicnlty. 
That b the whole rt:tson of it. A cantanker0us nutn 
nuJ.y get lnto the couneil and he able to put me to 
eA.pense and cause me annoyance." 

So here the time of Parliament is to be taken 
up, ccnnn1ittees invoked, and hon. n1en1bPrs are 
desired to take a great personal interest in the 
passage of this Bill, and all the reason or excuse 
given by the sole person interested in it in a 
pecuniary point of vie\v-all the reason given is 
that he wants to protect himself from a cantan
kerous individual who might happen to get 
into the municipal council of Bundaberg, and 
cause him some annoyance. If hou. g-entlemen 
think that a sufficient reason for us to debase 
ourselves to pass a Bill of this kind, I do not. 
I have ohjected to these private Bills introduced 
during the last two or three sessions. I say we 
are being made tools of, and b,- agreeing to them 
we may be doing an incalculable amount of hann 
to private individuals or to public bodies. I 
hope the Uovermuent will stop this. 

The POSTMASTER-GJ<~~EHAL said: The 
hon. gentle1uan has been denouncillg the G-ov
ernment for not stopping this Bill. \Ve have 
passed, since I have been in this House, a very large 
number of gas Bills, introduced for the purpose 
of conferring certain powers upnn cmnlJanieR to 
lay down pipes and break up streets for the 
purpose of supplying the public with gas. The 
hon. gentleman has referred to the evidence, 
and I may say I read that evidence myself 
some time ago, before the Bill came into 
this Chamber, and I certainly see nothing 
objectionable in the application made to this 
House for permission to pass this Bill. It 
appears that the promoters of this company 
entered into an agreement with the municipality 
of Bunr!aberg with regard to the supply of gas 
to that town, which at present is not supplied 
with gas. No private individual or company 
could interfere with the roads of that munici
pality for the purpose of laying down pi1Jes to 
supply the inhabitants with gas, unless with 
the consent of the municipal corporation or 
by the authority of an Act of Parliament, 
The promoters of the company entered into an 
agreement with the munici1Jality of Bunrlaberg 
by which they undertook to supply gas at a 
stipulated price for a term of years. In con
sideration of that undertaking, the corporation 
agreed with JYir. Fleming, who represented the 
promoters, that he should be at liberty to use the 
streets of the corporation for the purpose of laying 
his pipes. There would be no necessity, under 
ordin&ry circumstances, for the promoters of the 
company to go any further; but it appears this gen
tleman asks this House to do on behalf of this com
pany what this House has been constantly doing
where no agreement has been entered into 
between the corporations and others. He only 
asks the House to give him the same protection 
which other companies possessed. As the Hon. 
Mr. Macpherson has pointed out, this Bill, which 
incorporates the agreement, provides that the 
inhabitants of Bundaberg shall not he called 
upon to :pay more than a certain ammmt for tho 

gas supplied. As an individnal, I should be 
glad to see a general measure introduced, s~ipn
lating that gas companies should not be entitled 
to make more thrrn a certain amount of profit, 
and that the gas they should supply should be. of 
a certain ascertained c1uality. That questwn 
was mooted before in this Chamber when, I think, 
the 'foowoomba Gas Bill was before the House, 
but 11pparently no person has had the tim~ or 
inclination to introduce a Bill of that kind smce. 
Seeing, however, that we .are ir; the habit of 
passing, and have passed tlus sess1on, one or t\YO 
Bills authorising persons to manuf11cture gas, t~e 
same privileges should be conferred upon th1s 
comrmny. There really can be no objection to 
the passing of this Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
On motion of the HoN. P. MACPHERSON, 

the committal of the Bill was made an Order of 
the ]Jay for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 

the House do now adjourn. 
The HoN. \V. H. \V ALSH said: Hon. 

gentlemen,~Before the motion is put I wish to 
say a word or two in order to put myself right 
with this Chamber. I wish to call attention to 
the peculiar reporting in which the reporters of 
Hansm·d indulged last evening in connect~on 
with my name. In the first place I should hke 
to remove ttn impression th~t has been created 
by their misreporting in referring to the Chief 
Clerk of the Council. Mr. Radford. I am 
reported to have sitid, "I do object to 
the most menial officer in this House 
being attacked in that way." I am there re
ported to allude to Mr. Radford as the most 
menial officer of the House, and why Hnnsard 
should specially apparently have placed that 
con ,trnction upon my words I cannot understand. 
\Vbat I did say was that "even the most 
menial officer of this House should be pro
tected." There is another matter that I must 
more earnestly protest against, and that is 
the reporters of Hansanl indulging-, for what 
reason I do not know, in comments of their own. 
I find here, under the heading "Defence Bill"~ 

["The r>resident here resumed his seat, the Hon. 
"\V. II. \fal:-;h being engaged in conversation with the 
Clerk of the House."] 
I say it is a most unwarrantable liberty on the 
part of the reporters of Han8nrd to put such a 
paragraph at all in Hansard. It is something 
entirely new, and I presume it was done under 
inspiration ; but I insist that the reporters of 
Hcmsrwd have no more authority to put in 
paragraphs of that kind in the reports of 
the debates in this House than they have 
to give a description of the appearance of 
hon. members who sit in this Chamber. I am 
merely stating this in defence of .Hansr"·d. I 
feel that I am perfectly justified in cttlliug the 
attention of the House to this matter. I never 
correct Hwnsrwd, and I have never corrected a 
speech in my life. I never give the least trouble, 
but when I see a new departure is attempted in 
order to describe the proceedings of this Chamber 
which is not true, I say tbat it is a matter 
which affects us all ; and as it affects me 
individually, I announce at once that I will not 
allow it. I also take this opportunity of stating 
that the Courier, with its m;ual want of truth, 
refers to the same matter, and mnch in the 
same way. I believe that it also was inspired by 
the same person, and the article was probably 
written by the same pen. The Com·ie1· states that 
for three minutes I carried on a conversation 
with the Clerk. The whole thing is ntterly 
false. It must be thoroughly understood, and I 
trnst it wi!! be observed in fnture, that p:.ra· 
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graphs of this kind cannot be inserted in Hansa1·d, 
and the reporters of Hansa1·d are here simply to 
report the speeches which are made in this 
House. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes to 9 

o'clock. 
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