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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 17 Decembe1·, 1884. 

)lotion for Adjournment.-Petition.-Crown IJands Bill 
-consideration of Legislative Council's 3-fessnge.­
I~xtension of the North Coast Railway.-Supply­
rcsumption of committee.-MessagP fron1 Legislative 
CounciL-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

JVIOTTOX FOR AD.JOURNJVIENT. 
Mr. P ALJVIER said: Mr. Speaker,-! wish 

to call the attention of the House to a matter 
th>tt concerns the colony very seriously, and 
I suppose I had better do so by moving 
the adjournment of the House. I desire, 
as we have the assurance of the Premier that 
the session is very near its close, and as there 
will not be another opportunity of referring 
to the subject for many months, to call the 1Ltten­
tion of the House to a subject that interests this 
colony, and all the Australian colonies, but 
Queensland more particularly. I allude to the 
action taken by the French Senate in )Jassing a 
Bill for the deportation of criminals to New 
Caledonia, by a majority of 136 to 36, quite re­
gardles:; of the wishes of the Government of Great 
Britain and of the Australinn colonies as well. 
On this subject the language of the Intercolonial 
Com·ention was very concise and clear. I 
think the Gth clauoe in their report is 
the one that particularly refers to it. In 
introducing that Bill to the l<'rench Senate, it 
was advocated on the plea of economy, and it 
was stated that when the recidivistes were landed 
they would be treated as free men, so that there 
would be a great saving in the conduct of the 
bnsineRs necessary in connection with a penal 
establishment. But when the Under Secretarv 
was speaking on the n1ea.r-mre, and he 'vas re-­
proached for hiK condnct in bring·ing it in, he 
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defendect his action by Raying that very strict 
supervision would be exetci~ed, so thc~t there 
would be no chance of the criminal:' C'l;Jcaping. 
We kno\v that strict snperviRiou 1ut>ans great 
expense, aucl therefOI'e the Bill. on the vlmt 
of economy, Bhould h>we be•m ab;>ndoned. 'l'he 
French Government abandone0 the lNtding 
principle of the nw:tsure-thnt of economy---and 
onght therefore t" have abandonect tlie Bill. 
\Ye know. what is the expense of looking 
:.~fter cmt v1ct~. It has been provm1 b.v onr 
tig·1u·e.s that each convict annuallv cost~ the Go\·­
ermnent £~k. In };nglanct, the' cost of "'1'81'­
vi:-dng the gaoh; muonnts to t21 pRr ht-·ti<l for the 
prisoners, and iu France it \\"(lllld be a great deal 
lesR. So that on the Hcore of econmny the 1 

French Senate would have acted wiseiy for ' 
themselve:-; in withdr~twing the Bill, and pro­
bably they would have altered their deci,ion if 
proper repreQentation~ hacl been lltade to thenl. 
~rhe Go\·ernlllellt of Fr~tnct? WP:re al;-;o nti~taken in 
their idea thn.t hy the cour~e tlu~y wert~ }llU:'illing 
they were founding a French colonv. Thril' 
!Jrincipal idea seenu; to be founcli:t:g' a Ct>louv 
by criminals, or what !Hay he temw<l pem1l 
colonisation. The fact is that thPre are only 
about 300 men settled on tlw ]an<! in X ew 
Caledonia, although there are 1:~,000 com·icts on 
the islanct, and they are nnt tilling the land, 
but shnply earning a little to find then1 in runt 
and rations. r_:ehe J\·ench, however, ~ee that 
these colonies have bee11 successful, and thev 
think, according to the reports that corne frnri1 
FrmlCe, that LJy der,orting their criminal~ to 
X ew Caledonia they will found a colony that 
will rival the colonies of Australia. Xo doubt 
their action is the result of jealousy of these 
colonies. The protest sent from the Convention 
was plain and clear, and all the colonies 
vrotested at that time again,;t the rleportation of 
rt!cidivi~te::: to :X ew Caledonia. The answer thPy 
got from the French Government wns that tl;e 
1natter Wtt:-5 one of interior or don1estic contrc.l. 
The French themselves have, however, giv'en tH 

nun1berletls precedent:-; in n1odern history for our 
proteHts agninst their action. They are far rnore 
sen•itive than we have been in this matter. 
\Ve have a perfect right to proteHt, and we hnve 
also a right to remonstrate with them ; and the 
question is whether we have not also a right to 
legislate and protect ourselves from whaf must 
be the siftings of their criminals. 'l'he Governor 
of ?{ ew Caledonia has testified that the colony 
will not hold any further contingent of those 
criminals, tlutt the colony is already full of them, 
and that there is a feeling an1ong~t the colonists 
against deporting any rnore to New Caledoni~-t. 
The subject is one in which the whole colony is 
interested, and I just draw the Premier's atten­
tion to it now, as the danger is lomnh1g out larger 
than ever. "\Ve find that German colonies are 
being also settled in New (iuinea. At least, 
cablegrams state that it is rumoured that liermany 
intendH estahli~hing coloniet-: in 1\ ew Guinea., 
New Britain, and Xew Ireland. "\Vhat will 
those vlace8 be as centrex of contaruination if 
they are made the receptacles of criminal out­
casts? The French have shown themselves very 
anxions to get rid of their criminals by sending 
them out of the country, aml I think we in 
Australia should he equally anxious to keep them 
out of the colonies. Hon. members in this 
House will, no doubt, understand the action taken 
by Victoria in 1854, when the Legislatnre of that 
colony passed the Crimim1ls Prevention Act. I 
am not aware of the circumstances which led to 
the passing of that measure, but I have no doubt i 
that they are known to many hon. members. I · 
believe that the dangers tn which we are exposed 
will warrant us in passing such a stringent 
measure, and I have not the slightest doubt that 
the Imperial Government wonld sanction any 

Bill we might pass for the protection of ourselves 
in this matter. I beg to move the adjournment 
of the House. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-I suppose 
any hon. mcmbc·r is entitled to move the adjourn­
rwmt of the H ou~e if he thinks circumstances 
require it ; lmt I fail to see, from anything 
the hulL member has said, to what the motion is 
('tprupos on the present occasion. \Ve have no 
right to interfere with the French Parliament; 
a,"id we do not propose to declare war with the 
French nrttion. They are not yet sending their 
rc~uidivi.~tes to Xew Caledonia, and l\·e h[tYe very 
good reason to hove th:1t they will not send them 
there. All that can be clone in this matter has 
heeu done, and it is believe< I that the steps taken 
will bring alJOnt our de~ ire. One thing is certain, 
that it will take the French Uovernmeut some 
time befure they can get their r<iciclidstes to New 
Cale(lonin., a.ud hefnre auy of thern get there we 
shnll ha Ye no difticnlty in pa.-;Hinga.Ineasnre to pre­
vent thern C()Jning to qneermlancl. A._ n1easure for 
this 1 •nrpose wa,, dntfted some time since, and would 
have bemt iutrodnct>d this :-~esr;ion, but con~idering 
the cnuclitiun of the negotiations on the subject 
it wrLs thought that it would be better to allow 
it to staiHl over until the necessity became abso­
lute. As I have "Lid, all that can be done has 
beeu clnue. I believe the French nation has 
been a g·nnd de<Ll irritated by what I cannot help 
thinking were nn wise things said by persons in 
connection with this matter. There are two 
way:;; of r;n.ying and doit1g a thing, and I think 
that what has been said in some portions of the 
Press, and in other places, has realiy caused the 
French (}overnment to insist on passing the Bill 
for HendiugrecidivisteH to Xew Caledonia. They 
felt bound to preRR the measure for their depor­
tation, bee~tn:-:e ~on1ething like thteats were used 
towards them. Of course, a nation does not like 
to be treated in that way. I ha,ve every reason 
to hope that the representations which have been 
made by the Imperial Government will be suc­
ce;sful. 

The HoN. Sm T. 1\IciLWRAITH said: Mr. 
Speaker,-Instead of replying ao he has done to 
the hem. member for Burke, the Premier ought 
to have thanked him for calling attention to this 
mtttter. I consider it is a matter of the greatest 
importance, anct I do not think this House 
believes that everything that could be done has 
been clone; in fact, from what the Premier said, 
nothing has been done except to express th8 
opinion given by him that everything has been 
done on our behalf. I think we lmve good 
reason to mistrust the Colonial Office in 
its charge of our affairs so fnr as other 
nation' are concerned. They have assured us 
tlH>t our intere"t' would be protected, anct yet 
we are getting n1ore alarrned every day. It is 
not altogether a matter of the additionccl number 
of criminals that will be sent; but it is a fact 
that they are being sent now-and have been 
sent for years unknown to us-at all events, to 
the extent that it has been carried on. I have 
always insistect that we ought to take steps to 
protect ourselves. I do not know why we should 
always leave ourselves in the hands of the 
Colonial Office. I think a great cleal more active 
steps might be taken to protect ourselves; and 
we have sufficient provocation in what is going 
on at the present time. It is a nice thing to 
console ourselves with the reflection that our 
interests are in good hands, and that the 
Colonial Office is looking after them ; but 
they are not looking after them. With all 
their bounce tbllt they would consider it 
an unfriendly act, and with an intimation, 
given almost as plainly as it could be given, that 
they would go to war in our protection if any 
foreign nation annexect any part of New 
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Guinea, we ~ee the Germans going behind 
that, and domg what the Colonial Office 
declared would be considered an unfriendly 
act. And all that is being done quietly, while 
the Premier here tells us to console ourselves 
with the fact that the English Government arc 
looking after our interests. There is a strona 
feeling in the colony that the English Govern': 
ment are not looking after our interests, and that 
we ought to look after them ourselves. That is 
the opinion of the most sensible men I have met 
with. 

~Ir. NELSON said : I would like to ask 
the Premier whether he has seen an official 
report presented to the French Assembly and 
jJnblished in the 'l'in1es on the 5th Auat'"t 
!ast, in which Queensland wns cited as" >en 
mst>ence of >t colony which h>td been founded 
on the basis of 9<mvictis!n, and that it was very 
des1rous of gett1ng con viCtH at the present tirne, 
but '':"s prevented from rloing so by the other 
colomes. I s>ew that Mr. Hemmant the Actin IT 

Agent.(}eneral, wrote >t short letter to the Ti1ae~ 
contmdicting the statement · but I think some 
farther notice should be t>el~en of such " gross 
report as th>tt, especi>elly as it was presented to 
such a body as the J<'ren.ch Assembly. 

The PHEMIER: I do not remember any 
correspondence on the subject at the present 
moment. 

Qnestion put and negati ve<l. 

PETITIO X. 
~Ir. KELLETT presented n, petition from a 

number of electors of Stn,nley in f>tvour of the 
JJroposed railwtty to Lnidley ·creek, and moYed 
that it be read. · 

Question put and p>essed; and petition read by 
the Clerk. 

Mr. KELLETT moved that the petition be 
received. 

The HoN. SrR T. MciLWRAITH: Is this 
a petition simply because it ends with the words 
".ever pt:ay, etc.''? It simply says that a pre­
vwus petttton that was pre•ented to this House 
wa,~ signed by certain individuals from interested 
motives. The 194th St>tnding Order says that 
every petition must contain a prayer at the end. 

The SPEAKER s>eid: The House will observe 
that the vetition is not n,ddressed to the Assembly 
n,t all. It is addressed to " The Hononrablc tllc 
Speaker," and not to the members of the Leais­
lative Assembly; so that even on that gro~nrl 
the petition !s inform>el. But, besides th11t, the 
Hl4th Standmg Order h>ts not been complied 
with. The petition therefore cannot be received. 

CROW:\' LANDS BILL-CONSIDERATION 
OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S l\H2S­
SAGE. 

On the Order of the Day being re>ed for the 
consideration of the Legislative Council's mes­
s>ege on this Bill, dated the 16th instant-

The PRE::viiER said: Mr. Spe>eker,-As I 
intimated last evening, it is proposed to ask the 
Legislative Council to agree to a free conference 
on the subject of the mnendments in this Bill 
still remaining unadjusted. I need not explain 
further the proceedings of a free conference. 
The object of course is that members represent­
ing the dominant views in each Chamber should 
meet, with the view, if possible, of arriving at 
a mutual understanding. The fortu is, th>et the 
House h'wing the Bill in its ]Jossession, as we have 
at present, should ask the other House to a free 
conference, and should name the managers whom 
we appoint to represent us on th<~.t occasion. I 

therefore move tlmt the following mesHage be 
transmitted to the LcgiobtiYe Council :-

The Leg'islative Assembly, hnving considered the 
I.JegislatiYe Coundl's me.~sago ot' da.te the 16th instant, 
intimating that they insist uvon ecrtain of theil· amend~ 
ments maci.e in the Crown Lands Bill, request a free 
conference with the r .. egislative Council, \\ith a view of 
arriving at a mutual agreement with respect to the said 
amendments. 

The Legislative Assembly have appointecl Mr. Griffith, 
1\fr. Duttnn, )fr. 1.-lile~. }fr .. J owlan, .:\lr. Kellett, 2\Ir. 
Dunald~on, ~Ir. Kates. ~lr. Alaud, ::.\lr. Grimes, ~Ir. 
2rlac~donahl-Patcrson .. :\Ir. Ferguson, and :.'IIr. Foote to lJe 
the HHLllHgcrs to rClJI'CScnt them at ~moh conference. 

Hon. members will observe that the number of 
tnanagers has been increased. I under~tand it is 
considered imperative in some quarters that the 
number of members representing the 1: pper 
House must not be mure than one-half of the 
number representing the Lower House. \Ve 
only proposed tn appnint eight n1anagers in the 
first instance, and that wouhl have restricted the 
l'pper House to four, which might, perhaps, be 
inconvenient. It was the pmctice of the House 
of Commons two ceuturies ago, >end was followed 
by this House on the last occasion. For that 
reasou I luwe >tdded the >ecldition>el names. 

The Hox. Sm '1'. ~IcTLvYHAITH: This will 
be another illustration of the old adage that 
" Too many cooks spoil the broth." I cannot 
see why the hon. member should have adopted 
an old arraugement which has obtained in the 
House of Commons for the laot two or three 
hundred years, the idea of which wns that 
that House should be representor! at a conference 
by twice as many members as the House of Lords. 
I think, myself, it is simply rirliculous. If we were 
to seml four members of this House-four good 
men-to meet four members of the other House, 
they coulil settle the whole >tffair in five minutes. 
.\.s it is, it will be a case of jabbering for some 
hours I suppose, and even then they may not 
settle it at all. I hope the Premier lms made 
arrangements by which our repmsentatives will 
be tre>eted with proper respect, also according to 
the practice of the House of Commons; and that 
they will show to the Lords that respect which 
is due to them. 

The PREMIER : I am tolerably well ac­
quainted with those formalities, which >ere more 
honoured in the breach than in the observance. 
1\ly own opinion is, that the rule which provides 
tlmt this House shall have double as many repre­
sentatives >es the other, is a foolish and ridiculous 
one ; but I find th>et in certain qmtrters it is con­
sidered an imperative rule that must be c>erried 
out. Therefore, th>et there m>ey be more than 
four members representing the 1J pper House, 
there must be more than eight members repre­
senting this House. 

The Hox. Sm '1'. MciLWHAITH: What 
are those "certain quarters" to which the hon. 
gentleman refers? I do not believe they exist. 

Question put and JJassed. 

EXTEXSIOX OF THE XORTH COAS'l' 
RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS (Hon. W. 
Miles), in nwving-

1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the propescd extension of the 
Xortll Coast Hail\vay from 6 miles 66 chains 30 links, 
on the ~andgate Railway, to Cabooltnrc, 2·!. miles 
63 chains 70 links, as laid upon the table or the House 
on :'\Ionclay, the 15th December, lHS L. 

2. rrhat the plan, section, ancl book of reference be forw 
warded t() the Legislative Council, for their approval, by 
message in the usual form. 

-said: The proposal contained in the resolution 
is that the line shall start at a distance of 6!1 
miles from Brisbane on the Samlgate Railway, 
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and shall be continued as far as Caboolture. 
There have been several surveys in connection 
with this line, but after due consideration the 
one now proposed has been adopted. It will 
give accommodation to the districts in the neigh­
bourhood of Zillman's Waterholes, Bald Hills, 
South Pine, and Xorth Pine, and in fact 
will accommodate a large number of settlers. 
This part of the country is very densely 
settled, and although three or fonr routes have 
been pointed out which the people claimed 
should be adopted, this being a portion of the 
main coast line it is desirable to keep it as direct 
as possible. It is utterly impossible to accom­
modate all the farmers in the locality by taking 
the line in a zigzag direction. It will, of course, 
go as direct as possible, and will be about 24 miles 
36 chains from the junction of the Sandgate line 
to Caboolture. The gradients will be 1 in 50, 
and the curves of a radius of ten chains. I 
believe the line has been snrv0yed from the 
junction of the Sandgate line to Gympie by the 
coast, but there is still another line under survey 
which goes by what is called the Blackall Range. 
There are now two parti8s of surveyors at work, 
but they have not yet completed the survey, and 
until that is done it will be impossible to come 
to any conclusion whether the coast or inland 
line will be adopted. However, this section will 
not interfere in any way either with the coast 
line or the Blackall Range line, and I am sure 
hon. members will consider that the coast line is 
one which ought to be carried out as soon as 
possible. It will eventually connect the capital 
with, I hope, the northern towns of the 
coast very shortly. At all events, pro­
vision is made on the Loan Estimates for 
it to reach Gladstone; and although the 
hon. member for Port Curtis complained last 
night that there was not sufficient money put 
on the Estimates for the line, I hope that we 
shall ~nd money enough to carry on the work by 
the hme the amount on the Estimates is ex­
pended. I think it desirable to keep this line 
as direct as possible; and although, no doul>t, 
some discontent will be caused in the locality, I 
think we ought not to lose sight of the fact that 
all through lines should Le kept as far as possible 
in a straight line. 

Mr. NOR TON said: On one or two occasions 
before to-day, members nf this Honse have had 
to complain of the meagre information the hon. 
member always gives us on railway matters. 
We have received no information at all about this 
rail way, and the hon. member tells us nothing 
of the country, or the gradients, or curves, or 
cost of the line. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS : I have 
given the gradients. 

Mr. :;\'OH TON: \Vhy did n,,t the hon. mem­
ber say something about the cost'! \Ve ought to 
know something about that. There was a pro­
posal to make the line commence near Sand gate; 
but by starting it from about six miles out of 
Brisbane it is considerably lengthened. 

The PREMIER : No; it is shortened. 
Mr. NOR TON: I say we add to the distance, 

and also make the line more costly to work, by 
starting it from the proposed point. It cannot 
be worked into the Sandgate line, but must be 
worked as a separate rail way. I believe, from 
what I have heard from those competent to 
judge, that the line should have branched off 
from the Sandgate line just near Sandgate. I do 
not know what country the railway is going 
through, or what settlement it will serve, but 
the House ought to know that. It is Cjuite 
impo~sible to say anything about the line, 
because really the Minister gives us no informa­
tion at all, He intended to give it, I believe, 

but he forgot to read from a paper which he 
held in his hand. I am sure hon. members 
would like to know more with regard to 
what fell from the hon. member about 
the line being extended. I hope his expec­
tations will be fulfilled, and that by the time 
the sum on the Estimates is expended there 
will he more money forthcoming. But how 
long will it be before this money is expended? 
That is what the people would like to know. If 
it is expended, and more money is to be forth­
coming, I shall not complain; but I hope the 
ho11. member will give the House some fuller 
information than he has already given us. 

Mr. MACDON"ALD-PATERSOX said: The 
plans of this railway, a distance of twenty-five 
miles from the Sand gate branch, have Leen placed 
on the table of the House some time earlier 
than I anticipated. I had no idea that the 
surveys were so far advanced as to enable the 
Government to be in a position to place the 
plans on the table of the House so soon. In 
carefully looking over them yesterday and 
the day before, I find that the route almost 
unanimously adopted by the various residents 
and settlers in the vicinity of the North Pine 
River has not been adopted. l refer to the 
desire on their part to have the railway running 
from the South Pine crossing upwards to the 
North Pine on the western side of Sidling 
Creek which fnlls into the North Pine River. 
I have introduced a number of deputations 
to the Minister for vVorhs with regard to the 
Cabooltnre and Brisbane Railway, and none of 
them were more important than two having 
reference to the desirability of adopting the 
Sidling Creek route. The first deputation on 
tile question so impressed the Minister that he 
promised he would give it consideration. Subse­
quently the Samford V ale people and others 
met and agreed to a compromise; the Samford 
Vale people wanted it higher up, and the others 
lower down the river; but finally Sidling Creek 
was agreed upon by nearly the whole of the 
inhabitants as the point to which the railway 
should be taken. Sul>sequent to that, a very 
influential deputation waited on the Minister for 
Works, and laid before him such facts as induced 
him to say that he would give instructions 
to the engineers to explore the route, and 
would also visit it himself before coming to a 
decision. I know the hon. gentleman has had 
no opportunity of fulfilling that promise; I am 
bound to say that up to the present moment it 
has been hardly possible for him to go up to 
the ground; but I am informed b~· him 
that he has taken every precaution to get the 
fullest information in regard to this question. 
Although he has not been able to go over the 
ground personally, he is satisfied that the 
engineers have taken the route as ne"r as 
possible to the point desired by the farmers in 
the locality. The people in my electorate know 
that the railway is to be taken by as direct :. 
track to Gym pie as possible, but they were also 
promised that any deviation which would not be 
too great would be made if it took the line in 
the vicinity of agricultural settlement. I must 
say that I am not entirely satisfied with these 
plans, but at the same time it is <[uite likely that 
if I had more information from the engineers anrl 
a little more time to talk with the Minister for 
vVorks on the subject, it would be found that 
the best route has been chosen. At any rate, I 
am perfectly satisfied with the hon. gentleman's 
assurance that he has done his b<'st to suit the 
views of all the settlers in the locality to which 
I have referred. JY1y constituents have been 
anxiously waiting to see the lYiinister from day 
to day ; but as they understand he has not been 
able to go they will be glad to know that their 
interest~ have not been ]o,st sight of. From th" 
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information I htwc recehed I think the Sidling 
Creek route should have been adhered to, and 
the reason for its non-adoption by the engineers 
shonl<!, I think, have been explained by the 
l\Iinister to-day. I know that there are hundreds 
of agriculturists who are disappointed at the 
adoption of this route by the Government with­
out sm11e reason being given for the abandonn1ent 
of their suggestions. Of course, if the railway 
only goes as far as Caboolture in the meantime, 
I have nothing further to say on the subject. 
There i~ an advantage in having the route 
defined so far, because it will enable those 
interested to focus their ideas and connne the 
discussion within the smallest possible limits. 
I mu quite sure the :i\Iinister for \Vorks will be 
:cskecl to recousidcr the route from South Pine to 
:North Pine River: and that I believe can be 
altered by special authority hereafter. As I said 
before, it may appear that the route recom· 
mended by the engineer is the only route that 
would be practicaL!e under all the circumstances. 
It is only proper, hm,·ever, for me to say that 
my constituents will not be satisfied with the 
route between those two points, and the Minis­
ter will probaL!y hear from them between this 
and the time the permanent working plans are 
adopted. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL\VH.AITH: 'l'hose 
u.re the permanent plans. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: I mean 
the working plans. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\1ciL \VRAITH said: :\Ir. 
Speaker,-I think this is an appropriate time for 
bringing Lefore the House a matter to which I gave 
a good deal of considemtion about twelve months 
a.;o, auclwhich I then intended to bring forward­
! mean the g-ttuge of the railways in this colony. 
Now that W@ are aLout to increase our railway 
construction to a considemLle extent, it is an 
appropriate time to consitler whether we should 
not retrace our steps, and adopt a gauge which 
will enable us to work our traffic more con veni­
ently, more safely, and more economically. I 
think it is admitted now that the adoption of 
the 3 feet (j inch gauge was a great mistake. At 
a time when our colony was much smaller than 
it i;; no,v, engineers of reputation approved of 
the 3 feet 6 inch gauge, and in a hasty moment 
it was adopted. IV e have learnt .11ur mistake, 
and that mistake is getting greater and greater 
every day. ]'or instance, we are now approach­
ing the New Snnth \Vales border, where our 
railways come into direct competition with the 
railways of :New t-louth \Vales with a 4 feet 8.~ 
inch gauge ; and we find at once the dis: 
advantage we are at, beeR>use we cannot 
haul a ton of goods so cheaply on a 3 feet 
6 inch gauge as on a 4 feet S), inch gauge. 
vV ell, we are feeling that now, bec-ause the com­
petition with New South \Vales for the trade 
of the bnrder and the Western country must 
involve a great los;; to u~e while working With an 
imperfect instrument. In the next place the 
4 feet 8~ inch gauge would give us a grea,t 
ad vantage in the rolling-stock. The best and 
longest railways in the world are on that gauge. 
If we adopt that gaug·e we shall a! ways bave the 
ad 1·antage of the latest improvements. Of course 
some of the improvements made on the 4 feet 8.\­
inch gauge can be adapted to the 3 feet G inch, but 
many valuable improvements cannot be adapted. 
And if we adopt the 4 feet 8~ inch gauge there 
can be no question that we shall be put in the 
po~dtion of hadng accesB always to the la,test and 
'""'t improvements that can be used on nil the 
s1naller gauges. Our engines are a:-; good as can he 
m.cde, hut they are not. as perfect an article as can 
be 1nade for the larger gauge, nor can they haul 
goods at the same cost per ton per mile. It is 
imvortant for us to consider this matter now fa;' 

the reasons I have given. I had an intention to 
ask the sanction of the House twelve months ago 
to an approval in the Lreak of gauge, Ly com­
mencing all new railways on the 4 feet 8~ inch 
gauge. I think that can be done weil and with­
out much inconvenience. Why I bring this 
question forward now is that we are com­
mencing a new scheme of rail ways, and a 4 feet 
8~ inch gauge would cost very little more-in 
fact, the increase would be quite inappreciable. 
Then, besides tbe advantages I have enumerated, 
we shall have the additional ttdvantage of free 
connnunica.tion with our neighbours, who are 
coming closer, and whose traffic will be con­
stantly lJ!ocked by the break of gauge all along 
the line. The proper time to make the alteration is 
now. It may be done without much inconveni· 
ence. All those lines that are going out west may 
be commenced to be made on the 4 feet 8~ inch 
gauge, and the additional cost ]Jer mile would be 
very small, especially there. There will Le at first 
some inconvenience by tbe change of the goods 
into different trucks, and in some other arrange­
ments until the change is gmdually made towards 
Brisbane. My proposition is to make all the 
new continuations on the 4 feet 8~ inch gauge 
a.nd then as the rails got worn out to have 
the line remacle in sectiom on the 4 feet 8), inch 
guage Lack to Brisbane. The Engineer-in~Chief 
has got tl)e whole of the papers in his office, and 
if 1 remember rightly the cost of changing 
the whole of the railways of the colony from 
3 feet G inches to 4 feet SI, inches would be 
something under a million of money. I know 
it did not reach a million. Erom the great 
advantages that we would attain, I think 
the cost should not be reckoned at all. The 
estimate was made closely by JYir. Stanley, 
and I think we ought to face that addition to 
the cost. Of course there will be inconvenience 
for a certain time, on certain lines, but we can 
face that for a short time, in order to get over the 
immense difficulties the 3 feet 6 inch gaug-e pre­
sents to the traffic throughout the colony in 
intercommunication with New South \V ales. 
'l'he advantages of the 4 feet 8~ inch gauge 
far outweigh the disadvantages, and the whole 
arguments are in favour of the change. I believe 
myself in it, and I will give every assistance to 
the Government, if they will look favourably 
on the proposition. I have referred more to the 
advantages, so far as 1noney or econon1y is 
concerned; but I c.cn go further, and say 
that there is no que.>tion but that the 4 feet 
8·~ inch gauge is a far safer one to travel 
Ly. \V e can travel sixty miles an hour on a 
4 feet 8!, inch gaug-e with perfect safety ; and I 
do not think you can on a 3 feet 6 inch gauge­
at all events not on ordinary lines. We have 
then greater safety, greater comfort, and greater 
economy, with the 4 feet 8~ inch gauge. We 
shall be able to work the railways at less 
cost. The disadvantages are having to spend a 
million of money to make the change, and 
the inconveniences while tbe change is going 
on. But if the matter were properly brought 
before the House, and an impartial considera­
tion given to it, I am sure that the House 
would come to the conclusion that the 
time has arrived when we ought to break the 
gauge of the railways in the colony, and 
make it the same as the railways of New 
South vVales. If we make a change at all 
we are limited to the choice of the New South 
IV ales gauge. Victoria has a .5 feet 3 inch gauge. 
That I believe is the best gauge, speaking as an 
en~ineer. At the same time, as there are more 
railways in New Soutb \Vales than in Victoria, I 
believe that ultimately the result will be that 
Victoria rnust change to a 4 feet ~~ inch guage. 
And an argument for that being done would 
be that Queensland had changed her gauge. 
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The result will then be that jJeople will be able 
to travel all through from one colony to another 
without breaking the gange. I may say that 
there would be no inconvenience now if we 
started to lay down a 4 feet 8~ inch gauge line 
right throngh to Gympie. The inconveni­
ence would not be felt until we came into 
contact with the lVhryboroug-h line. All the 
branches could be made on D. 4 feet 8·~ inch 
gauge with very little inconvenience if )>roper 
arrangen1ents were devi::;ed. It could ahm be 
done on the Sandgate line without stopping the 
traffic for Ill Ore than a week. The line conld be 
widened without difticulty-lmt for the bridges­
in three or four days l1y putting on many >(ang~ of 
men. I think the ] louse wonld be astonished >tt 
the little inconvenience which would be c>tused; 
nnd we shonld get "' cheap and fm· better lines. 

The PRK\UK!t : It appears to me, l\Ir. 
Spe<tker, more a matter of money than anything 
else. I h<tve no doubt that a 4 feet 8~ inch g<tuge 
is better than a 3 feet G inch g<tuge line. It is also 
much more costly. The hon. gentlenmn says if 
we convert our lines from a 3 feet G inch to " 
4 feet 8:\- inch gauge it conic! be done with little 
inconvenience. It might in some pl<tces ; but we 
could not lay down " 4 feet il~ inch line on the 
Rang 

The HoN. Sm '1'. MciLWTIAITH: Yes. 

The PREMIEH : No ; for the bridges <tre not 
able to C<trry the heavier engines ; and the rails 
are not heavy enough. The rolling-stock would 
all have to be renewed; and to lay down a ·! feet 
8·~ inch g<tuge there would have to be new sleepers 
new bridges, <tnd sharp curves would h<tve to be 
roundtd. Indeed, we should have to reconstruct 
the line altogether. I do not think we could 
afford it. If we are going in for luxuries of that 
kind and for superior work of that sort, we shall 
ha Ye to content ourselves with" sm<tller quantity. 
'\Ve m<ty get "hig·her quality; but we must con­
ten ourselves with a smaller quantity, and I 
presume that that w<ts the reason that guided 
the House in 18G2, when it was determined to 
adopt the 3 feet ti inch gauge. If the other 
gauge had been <tdopted we should not have had 
so many railways as we have. In respect to the 
line under consideration, of course there would be 
no difficulty in making that on the ·1 feet 8:\- inch 
gauge; but it would be very inconvenient to 
have merely the line to Gympioe on that gmr>(e, 
and then the rest of the line to JY[aryborough 
would lmve to be reconstructed; otherwise, in a 
distance of 160 miles, we should have one-half 
on one gauge <tnd the other half on another. As 
to the hon. member',; suggestion th<tt we should 
extend our lines westward from Charleville and 
Hughendennn the 4 feet 81 inch gauge, I think it 
would be nonsen;e to <tdopt it. It would be the 
very O]Jposite to what waR done in South Aus­
tmlia, where they h<tve the broad g<tuge in the 
more po]mlous di,;tricts, while in the renwte 
districts they have contented themselve' with " 
nwre eeono1nical gnuge. .As to the particular 
route of this line, I hM·e not a very inti­
mate knowledge uf the country, but I 
know something <tbout it, and I believe it is 
the best one th<tt could have been selected. 
The construction might h<tve been less expensive 
if the li11e had started from the other side of 
Cabbage-tree Creek, and if the Sandg<tte line 
h:1d nut gone so far out of its w<ty that route 
might have been <tdopted. But considering this 
is part of the line by which people will, before 
long, tral'el from Sydney to Rockhampton, it 
is unnecess<try to put in extra loop; like that 
and cause a waste of tirne and inc0nvenience. I 
do not think thi,; line could be worke<l with the 
Sanclgate line, which muRt always be worked as 
purel~- n HuburlJan litl('., .At-; to the cn,,q.;jng oyer 
the. ::\c•rth riuc Hi' Lr, I have >·] okcn to wauy 

people connected with the district, and I h<tl'e 
reason to believe that the place selected is the 
best for the crossing. I think th<tt the line 
follows nearly the present main road, <tnd it will 
cert<tinly be found the most convenient w<ty. 

The HoN. Sm T. :MuiLWRAITH : I wish 
to say just a. few words. The hon. member did 
not listen to my <trgument, or he would not h<tve 
given the reasons against the change of g<tuge that 
he has done. He s<tid th<tt the sleepPrs upon the 
l\hin Range would not do. My suggestion was 
that \\·e should w<tit till the old nwterial w<ts 
worked out, and when it had to be repl<tced it 
could be done upon the 4 feet 8~ inch gauge. 

The PREMIER : I referred to the curves. 
The HoN. Srn T. MciLWltAITH: It would 

he <tn incom·enience for some time. 'V e slut!l 
require to l<ty new rails some d<ty, and then we 
can make the ch<tnge. The only difficulty will 
be that there will be " considerable expense in 
reg<trd to the tunnels. As to the sleepers, that 
is a m<ttter of very small expense. The curves 
will <tnswer just as well for the 4 feet 8~ inch 
gange, or they can be <tltered at little expense. 

Mr. :YUDGLEY s<tid: Mr. Speaker,-I have 
taken a considerable amount of interest in the con­
struction of this line, <tnd I think there are certain 
objections to be urged ag<tiust the route it is 
intended to take. I believe that the original 
intention w<ts, and the understanding until <Juite 
recently was, th<tt the Sandgate line was to be the 
first part of the line to Gym pie. I know tlmt 
thlLt ide<t W<ts prev<tiling until quite recently, 
when the announcement of the intention to take 
the line from Toombul instead of S<tndgate was 
received with astonishment and incredulity. 
Anyone looking at the map, <tnd bying "rule 
upon it and me<tsuri11g it, .will see that there 
is a triangle from Sandgate to where it 
is propo;ed to cross the North Pine 
River, <tnd they will find that if the line 
were constructed on from S<tndgate there would 
be a saving of <tbout three miles. That is a 
thing which ought to be taken into consideration 
to begin with. '.rhere would be a s<tving in the 
construction <tm<mnting- to some £10,000 or 
£12,000, and I think that the Government <tre 
going to commit a mist<tke similar to tlmt which 
w<ts made in the construction of the Sandgate 
line in the beginning. They are going to le<tve 
aw<ty on th~ right the population which has 
proved to be so payaLle " tmffic on the Sand­
gate line, merely for the purpose of going through 
a district w hi eh already is in very close prox­
imity to a railw<ty. I notice tha.t there is 1111 

item upon the Estimates for the continuation of 
the present line further into S<tndgate-th<tt i,,, 
towards Cabb<tge-tree Creek <tnd Shomcliffc. 
I am not going to say <tnything <tgainst th<tt, hut 
it is as certain as th<tt to-morrow's sun will rise 
that th<tt kind of thing th<tt they are going to 
do with regard to Shorncliffe will ,very socon 
have to be done with regard to the esplanade 
and Brighton. As snre as they are proposing to 
construct this line to Shnrncliffe, so snre will 
they h<tve to m<tke provision for the construc­
tion of a line towm·ds Brighton, bec<tuse the 
population will settle in that p<trt more than 
anywl1ere. It is there th<tt the land has been 
sold, and it is there that the room is and where 
the people <tre building. If this line were taken, 
as it was supposed it would be t<tken in the first 
instance, into Saudgate smnew here fron1 the 
back of Brighton-<tnd l believe they h<tve sowe 
rough surveys of it in the office-it would meet 
<tll the requirement>; of the Brighton traffic to 
begin with. The Govemment intend, it appears, 
to leave that traffic out of the question-not to 
consider it ~tt <tll. It has been proved beyond 
doubt that it ,,·a:-; a Rcdmio error tl) conHtruet 
the ::land gate li11c w ao to lea\ e out iu tile 
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cold the Yalley people, ami we are having 
to pay the penalty for that to-day in the 
.pro]'Osal we see to construct a line from 
the termm,.,tion that is to be, m Ed ward "treet, 
nght roun<l to Bowen Hills. There will be then 
almost a circle of railway in order to meet the 
traffic that they might very easily, with any 
ordinary amount of foreoight, baYe anticipated 
and provided for when the Sanclgate line was 
being constructed. The iVIinister for "\Vorks, in 
countenancing this route, is departing fmm the 
principle which he has laid down intelligently 
enough in other matters when he has refused to 
start the cotmtruction of a. line within a few rnile::; 
of the present terminus. If e refused to enter­
tain the idea, of eonstructillg a, linP frmu the 
south of the Peak Mountain becauoe the re­
maining part of the liue, from the Peak ;\[mm­
tain tu Harrisville, would necessitate the 
maintenance of a separate staff. This line 
will be just in the same position with regard 
to the tmffic between Toombul and Sandgate. 
There will be a short distarwe of from four to 
Rix miles which will ha Ye to be worked Reparate]y 
and distinctly from the main line. I nyalJy think 
if a little more consideration had been given to 
this matter, and it lute! been carefully ascertained 
within what distance settlement would be, this 
plan which is proposed now would not have been 
adopted by the Government. The Minister for 
"\Vorks has alreacly intimated to deputations 
which have waited upon him that they may 
probably get a bn~nch line from the Sand­
gate station round by Brighton some day. 
"\Vel!, that will just be a repetition of what 
we are doing now 'vith regard to the Sand­
gate line. If that branch lino is constructed 
in future, there will be another circle formed 
by a second construction, which might easily be 
avoided if the line is taken in the proper direc­
tion now. It is important for this House to re­
member that we are to consider the pnssibility of 
a line paying. It has beeu proved that no traffic 
has paid so well as passenger tmffie on the Sand­
gate Railway. If that is a fact, and all the incH­
cations are that the passenger traffic will be 
largely increa>:ed by the extension of the line in 
the direction I have suggeoted, as I believe they 
are, these circmnstances should, I think, receive 
the careful consideration of the Gm·ernment. 

Mr. BEATTIE: :\lr. Speaker,-! perfectly 
agree with the h<m. member when he says that if 
the passenger traffic hasincrca,ed on any particnlar 
line we should be ju,;tified in extendin~ that 
line; but the hnn. gentleman forgets, in condemn­
ing the proposed route to Gympie-which I 
believe has been very e<trefully considered, and 
is acknowledged to be the most direct route-that 
a very large farn1ing population was ignored in 
the construction of the Sandgate Hailway. 
The requirements of those people have now be€m 
taken into consideration in deciding upon this 
direct route to Gym pie. If he will only reflect 
on the matteJ' for one moment, the hon. gentle­
man will see that by carrying the Sandgate line 
so far to the eastward Zillman's "\Vaterholes 
was utterly omitted, and there i,; a large farming 
population there who, immediately this new line 
is constructed, will bring their trade direct to 
Brisbane. The route the hon. gentleman pro­
poses, and which he says the )Jeople of Sandijate 
expected, is a very selfish one indeed, and t!tat 
is that it should gn to Brighton and Humpy­
bong and round about there. The fact is that 
speculators have sold lallCl there with the expec­
tation that the line would go in that direction. 
But I do not think the Government would be 
justified in constructing a railway throuf(h any 
land simply for the purpose of enhancing the 
v·alue of that land. I do not think that would he 
fnir tn the re~t of the Ct>1nny. ThPrc i~ no doubt 
that vvbun hi:; line tu Gym)'ie was cuu:-;iclcrccl iL 

was always intended to have a branch to Sandgate 
and other places in that ueighbourhood, as they 
bec:mne settled. The hon. member for Fassifern 
has told us that no trade is better than passenger 
tmde. \V e all know that is the case, and the 
chief retw.m is that there is so very little expense 
in handing pas~enfrers in and out of tr~tins. But 
in const1·ucting a line tu Gym pie I think there 
are other matters to he taken into consideration 
besides the passenger traffic to Sandgate. There 
is, as I have already pointed out, the farming 
populations in the districts which the line will 
tnwerse. A large <tuantity of land will be occu­
pied and cultivate<! as ,;non as this direct 
milway to Gympie is commencml. I believe 
that it will encourage settlement all along 
the route, and that ultimately it will result in 
bringing n. large auwnnt of traffic to Brisbane. 
l do not like to say that the Sandgate people are 
,;elfish in their desires, but really I can scarcely 
arrive at any other concluRion, because it is n1nst 
unrea~onal1le tn expect a line to Gytnpie to run 
into Sa,ndgate and go nut again in a north-\ve~:;t 
direction. In determining upon the route for 
this milway the Government have taken into 
considemtion the needs of the farming popula­
tion which were neg-lected when the Sandgate 
line was constructed. I believe that if the (}ympie 
railway were taken a little further weQtward 
it would better provide for the inhabitants of 
South Pine and Cash's Crossing, but frmn 
conversations I have had with people living on 
the Pine Hiver there are some difficulties in the 
way. The people of North Pine are provided 
for hy this route, but the requirements of the 
South Pine would be better attended to by 
taking the line round by Samford. I believe it 
is the duty of the Government to make the line 
as direct as possible, and where country is 
occupied, and they are s>ttisfied that trade will 
be increased by making cheap feeders to the 
main line it is their duty to provide them as 
soon as possible I am verY glad indeed to sup­
pOl't the exten~ion of this line towards Gym pie, 
because I believe it will be a Yery g-reat ad van 
tage to Brisbane and to the colony generally. I 
hope to live to see the time when this line 
will run to Rocklmmpton, and perhaps further 
not't h, so as to connect the Yarious ports of the 
colony with Brisbane and New South "\Vales. It 
would, I am sure, be a great gratification to u,; >tll 
to see this acnmplished. 

;\Ir. SMYTH : Mr. Speaker,-As this line is 
going towards 1ny electorate, I wish to say 
a few words upon it. I do not know mueh 
about the country between Brisbane and Cabool­
ture, but I have been given to understand for 
some considemble time past that a survey was 
going on from Tuombul to Caboolture. I hope 
that the people of Sandgate and others who have 
been ag-itating a bout this line will not stand in the 
way of its being carried out as the people 
up north ha,·e done in regard to the Herberton 
railway, because they cannot agree whether it 
should go to ;\Iomilyan Harbour, Port Douglas, 
or Cairns. I believe the route chosen in this 
case is the proper route. The people of Gympie 
do not want tu come to Sandgate. They htwe 
got a better watering-place than Sandgate, 
which is about the worst watering-place I ever 
saw. It is not a watering-place. It is all 
very well to go there for "a sniff of the briny," 
but it is not a place for pleasure. The hon. 
member for J<'assifern makes a mistake when he 
says the route he proposes is three miles shorter 
to Gympie. 

Mr. MillC+LEY: I did not say that. I said 
it would save three miles of construction. 

Mr. SMYTH : I cannot see that it will save 
three miles. I have looked at the plnn on the 
Lal •le, aud I think the line will be one ea5y to 
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construct. I hope that when the survey is com­
pleted the line will go lJy the valley of the Mary, 
because the land is so much better there. There 
is an immenge quantity of timber on the Blaclmll 
ltange and in the valley of the J\lary ; whereas 
if the line is taken along the coast there is any 
amount of poor land there. I should like very 
much to see hon. members support a line to 
Gympie, because there are a great many 
settlers along the route, ani[ I do not think there 
will be a betteqmying-liue in the colony. There 
i,; some of the finest timber in :\u,;tralia be­
tween Brisbane and Gympie-all kind,; of the 
richest timber can lJe found there-pine, cedar, 
ironbark, aml many other kinds-~a,ll of which 
will be available if the line i' constructed. For 
that reason I would like to see some notice 
taken of what fell from the leader of the Opposi­
tion as to the width of gauge. In Xew South 
\V ales it is 4 feet 8~ inches ; and that gauge ha;; 
been adopted by Act of Parliament in Great 
Britain, where, after there had been great 
differences of opinion on it, it was decided to 
regulate the width of gauge. In having that 
gaug-e New South \Vales hat~ an advantage 
in its railway stock, the patterns being the 
same as those used at home. I hope the same 
gauge will be adopted in this colony on some of 
the new lines. As to the line between Mm·y­
borough and Gym pie, it could be done there, 
because I understand it is decided that a heavier 
chss of rails ought to be put down, and the 
present ones will have to be pulled up. As to 
the cost, it would not be a great deal, becau>e 
only one side of the cuttings would hm-e to be 
touched, and perhaps the bridges made a trifle 
wider. 

Mr. KELLETT said : From the informrttion 
I have, I believe the line now proposed by the 
Government is the most advisable one, and will 
go through a most populous part of the colony. 
However, I rise principally to allude to the re­
marks of the leader of the Opposition as to the 
alteration of our gauge to 4 feet 8!, inches. I have 
considered the matter for a lon,s time, and I have 
taken a good deal of trouble to get information 
as to the difference in the expense between the 
two gauges, and as to what would be the advan­
tag-es if the alteration were made. The first time 
I thought of it was when the Government con­
sidered it desirable to put on the Loan [~stimates a 
sum for a direct line from \V arwick to New South 
Wales. I thoug-ht then that it might be advisable 
to make that line on the same gauge as the N" ew 
South vV ales lines, and therefore T made a good 
many inquiries on the subject with a view of ascer­
taining the difference in the expense. The dupli­
cation of the line between Brisbane and Ipswich 
is only a question of altering- the cuttings­
that is the principal part of the expense-and 
also widening- the bridges. :From the informa­
tion I have obt<cined, I think it might be 
advisable to proceed with the duplication, with 
the view of eventually adopting the 4 feet 8~ inch 
gauge. The neces,ary sleepers might be laid 
down, although it might not be advisable for 
a time to alter the gauge; the rails and the 
bank:,; to be got ready, so that the <clteratinn 
might be made as soon as the Engineer-in-Chief 
thought it desirable. Of course the railway from 
vVarwick to New South \Vales could be proposed 
on the wide gauge, and in the meantime it 
might be decided definitely that the line should 
be so constn10ted on thctt gauge. I believe it 
would be a great advantage to the colony to 
have the wider gauge. \Ve should be able to 
run heavier loads, and consequently onr traffic 
would be better managed; while we shonld be able 
to compete with theN ew t-louth \Vales lines as far 
as Glen Innes and Tentel'fielti. I certainly think 
it wonld be worth while the ::\Iinister for \Vorks 
conoiLlering the m<~tter, and end ea vouriug to 

arrive tit some definite conclusion on it. I think 
the hon. gentleman might consider whether it 
would not be ad visahle, before starting the 
direct line to New South \V ales, to ascertain 
the extra co.;t of adopting the wider gauge, and 
whether that extra cost would not be well re­
couped by the advrtntage' that would accrue 
from the change. I believe, from the informa­
tion that I have obtained, that the cost would 
be something like one-third more, at the outside, 
than the 3 feet ti inch gauge. :For the lines into the 
interior we might continue to use the 3 feet G inch. 
I think for tho,;e railwavR it is better thrtn the 
wider gauge, bcc~tnKe tl1ey run long di,-.tances 
over level country, and it i:-; easier to take lm·ge 
loads over such conntrv. The more I h;we in­
'luired into the subject the more desirable does it 
seem to me that we should adopt the wider 
gauge for some of our lines. I think the Mini;;ter 
for vVorks should ask the 1~ngineer-in-Chief to 
give an estimate of the difference in cost in the 
duplication of the Brisbane and Ipswich line on 
the wide and on the mtrrow gauge, and bring it 
before this Home as soon as possible. In that way 
the House could consider the subject in connection 
with both lines. N"ow is the right time to con­
sider the matter. \V e are now in a position to 
say whether the line to connect with New South 
vV ales shall be on the same gauge as that adopted 
there. 

Mr. FRASER said: I know a good deal of 
the country between Brisbane and Gympie, 
and I certainly do not n~jree with the hon. 
member for Fassifern. He stated that the 
Sandgate line was originally intended to be the 
m»in line to Gympie, but if this proposal is 
adopted it will be "' branch line from the main 
line. As it is proposed to take the line, it will 
go through SOil1C of the finest agricultural 
country in the colony, though perhaps not so 
extenoive as in some other districts. Certainly, 
in the neighbourhood of the Bald Hills and the 
South Pine River, there is some of the finest 
agricultural bud we have in the country. The 
re,;ult of following the ad vice of the hem. member 
for Fassiferu would be this : that instead of the 
people g·oing to m>trket with their produce in as 
direct a line as they possibly could, and at less 
expense, they would have to go round the loop 
at Sandgate, and travel an additional distance of 
three or four miles. 

Mr. M:IDGLEY: The Bald Hills people 
want it. 

Mr. I<' HAS ER: T think it is deoirablc that 
people should be able to carry their produce 
to market in as direct a line and as cheaply as 
possible. \Vith respect to the coast line beyond 
Caboolture, it is not a question for discussion at 
the present time, but I have no doubt that it 
will receive due consideration both from the 
Government and their Engineer. \Vith respect 
to the question brought before the House by the 
leader of the Opposition, I may say I think it 
is a matter that deserves serious consideration at 
the hands of the Government. We mav be 
satisfied that it is only a question of time when 
circumstances will force us to adopt a correspond­
ing gauge to that which our neighbours have. 
It has often been pointed out that we are at a 
great disadvantage in our carrying capacity and 
ou.r rates of freight on our narro\v·gauge rail~ 
ways as compared with our neighbours in New 
South \V ales ; and as a matter of self -defence 
th:tt is the course which we shall be compelled to 
htke. Such being the case, the sooner \Ve give 
our attention to the matter the better, and I 
hope we shall see it receive the serious con­
sideration of the ::Yiinister for vVorks and his 
engineering staff. 

The ::\II::\ISTEE FOR WOHK::O: I believe 
the aHeration of gan;;~e is ouly a question of time, 
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and I certainly think this is a very good time to 
make the alteration. \V e have alreadv. sallc­
tionerl a line from Stanthorpe to the "border, 
tenders for which will be opened in the course 
of a few clays, and a commencement will be 
speedily made to connect with New South \Vales. 
I hope the House will give us authority to build 
the direct railw:ty by way of \Varwick and the 
double line to Ipswich, and then within two or 
three years we shall hm·e a direct line from the 
border near Tentcrfielcl right on to Gym pie. I am 
fnrther of opinion that within the next twc.l ve or 
fifteen ye~l.J'H no 1nore narrow-gauge ra,ilway~ will 
be laid down ; all the lines will be built on the 
broad-gauge Hyste1n. The difference in co:-;t of 
cont3trnctinn is not \'ery n1aterial. The _hon. 
member for l'ort Curtis complained that 1 did 
not give him sufficient inforrna.tion. I should not 
like to supply him with all the information he 
wants. The fact of the matter is there is not 
very much information to gi ,.e about thi~ line, 
because it goes through a thickly settled portion 
of the country. It has been settled for yea rH and 
years with a farming populittion. I cnuhl not 
tell the House that it is going to open up a large 
territory for settlement, because the people ctre 
there already. I might tell the hon. gentleman, 
however, that the bridging on this line will cnst 
£1,700 a mile, and that there ,u·e 0,800 cubic 
yards of earth to he remoYed. 

l\Ir. C\ORTO~: \Vhat is the total cost per 
mile? 

The :YII:\"ISTER J<'OR WORKS : It is put 
down here at £5,000 a mill'. Whether it will 
cost that :tmount or not I cannot tell, but ::\Ir. 
Stanley certainly always puts down his figures 
high enough. The total length of bridging 
required on the line is (i,:'iii4 feet ; the estim"ted 
cost being at the rate of £1,760 per mile. Of 
private land 125 acres will have to be resumed, 
for road:; 5 acre-.: rnore, and of Crown land 47:) 
acres. \Vith regard to the question of route, 
I have taken the greatest pains to come to a 
correct decision. :Each of the rival routes had 
its a<lvoe:ttes. and each .,aid that theirs was 
better than the other. Such being· the case, I 
sent nut 1Ir. Phillips, the surveyor, with in­
Htructinns to ride over the country and find out 
the truth. One result of Mr. Phillips' inquiries 
was that every m>tn wanted a railway to his 
own door. \Ve determined then to make the 
line as direct as possible; and I came to 
the conclusion that the one now pmposed 
would accommodate the largest nnmber of 
people, would be the most direct, and could be 
constructed at the least cost. Taking all these 
matters into consideration, J decided that it was 
the JWoper route. A deputation from Sandgate 
waited UJ"m me on that snbject-I do not know 
whether the hon. member for Fassifern has 
landed property there or not-·and when I asked 
them why they wanted the route to go by way of 
Sanrlgate all they could say was that it was a 
good place for people to camp there for the 
Hight, so that it would be good for the hotel­
keepers and lodging-house keepers. They wanted 
to carry the traffic by way of Sandgate for the 
same reason that the hon. member for Too­
woomba want.; to carry the traffic to \Varwick 
a.nd the border by way of Toowoomba. ::\o 
matter where it goes, they must have their 
sha.re. Indeed, I believe the people of Sandgate 
woulrl like a railwav to all the nooks and corners 
of their salt-w.ater creek ; but this is a coast line, 
not a Sandgate line, and my object is to make it 
as nearly direct as possible. 

'rhe HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSA~ said: It is 
<Llwa.ys acliflicult rm.tterfor 11 :\Iini;ter for \Vorks 
tn select a. route for any railway? and I h:-tve nn 
doubt he hccein this insL~.nce selected the be't roule 
!rum the inform"ti···11 ll~ ho.d, aud a],:> wjth thb 
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object he had in ,·iew. I am rather stlrprised at 
the Enginem's c>.,timate of cost for this portion of 
the line-£i5,000 per mile. I know something of 
that country, having been across it twice from 
Brisbane to Caboolture; and I am positively 
c@rtain that if this portion of the line is to cost 
£5,000 a mile, the amount on the Loan Estima.tes 
for the entire line-£488,000-will have to be 
supplemented with an additional £150,000. The 
country going over the range bear::; no comparis.on 
with that between here and Cabnolture wrth 
respect to cost of constructim1. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : l may 
tell the hon. member that I have come to the 
cnnelusion that the line can be constructed for 
mnch less than £il,OOO a mile, and if I am in office 
I will see that it is done. 

(tuestion put and pas~c1l. 

Sl:PPLY-RESl..Ti\'IPTTOX 01<' 
COMMITTEE. 

On th•o motion of the COLO~IA.L TREA­
SFRER, the Speaker left the chair, and the 
House went into Committee further to consider 
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty by way 
of loan. 

Question-That the sum of £3,140,000 be 
granted for Railways, Southern and \Vestern Dis· 
trict-put. 

The Ho:-;-. J. 11. MACROSSAN Raid the 
Cnrnn1ittee wanted ROlne more inforrnation, and 
surely the CcJlonittl Treasurer did not intend to 
ask them to vote £3,140,000 without giving some 
explanation a.s to the new lines. They did not 
want so mnch information about the extensions 
of the original lines, but they wanted full infor­
mation about the new lines. That was a large 
sum to be passed without discussion. 

'rhe COLONIAL TREASURER said he ga.ve 
all the financial explanation last night, but he 
would repeat it if hon. members thought proper. 
His hem. colleague the :CVIinister for \Vorks would 
be prepared to gi,-e information respecting the 
individual lines. If the hon. gentleman wished, 
he would go over again what he said concerning 
the e'timated expenditure and the amount of 
money at present in hand. 

The Ho:s-. J. :VI. JI.L\CROSSAX: It is not 
the amount of money we want information about ; 
it is the new lines. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
information upon any of the lines, if the hon. 
gentleman would mention them, would be sup­
plied by his hon. colleague the Minister for 
\Vorks. 

The HoN. J. 11. MACROSSAN said he 
should like some information why the Southern 
and \V estern line was to be extended 120 miles, 
the Central line 120 miles, and the Northern 
line only lOO miles? It was always understood 
that those railways would be extended pro mt<t; 
tha.t if one mile was extended on one line, another 
mile should be constructed on another. That 
had been cleparted from. He next wanted some 
information about the double line to Ipswich, 
because he did not think the money put down 
would be half enough. He would not discuss 
the Brisbane to Cabooltnre line, because they 
had just dealt with it. Then there waB Brisbane to 
Cleveland. That was a new line on which they 
Wimtecl information. It was not a question of the 
amount of money put down. That might be 
sufficient or not; but it was more likely to be 
too little than too much. Then there was the 
Valley extension from the city. Information 
upon that line was absolutely ne<:~S~'Il"J. There 
were several little lines that wanterl eJrplanation. 
They woulrl like to know something ,bout the 
l>ra~·ton brflncl1, and ~then they would want ~ 
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very great deal of iufunnation about the line.-; 
from Ipswich to \Vurwick, and \Vnrwick to St. 
George. ThPse line:.; would rec1uire to be diti­
cussecl very minutely, because they would cm·bi11ly 
cost a great deal of money, and far more th<LH 
the sums put <hnnl for their construction. l f 
they multiplied the smn by tlw, they wonld 
then be u little short of the u1uonnt rer1nireu to 
uutke the line frow \Yanvick to St. ( lenrge. He 
hue! intiumted q11ite enough points upon which 
the Counuittee were bound to n~eein•infonHation, 
and he would wait now until it wa-. :·mppJip1l. 

The :\11:\'lSTEJt FOH \\'<lHKS "'irl he 
11wJerstnod the IJoll, lllt'lllhl'r to a:-;k why 
the Southern and \Ve,;tem line slwul<l be e:O:. 
tended 1:l0 llliles and the 1\nrtheru line onlv 
lOO miles. \Vel!, the reason of that \\'as that tl;e 
line frmu Hotue portion t)f the Gulf to Cloncurr.v 
would intervene, and it was thnnght tltat in the 
1ueanti111tJ eaJT~·ing the ::\lorthern line 100 uiile:-; 
further 011 \\·ould J.,e sulficieut 1111til they '"w 
what direction the Cloncmt·v line wonld take. 
It might he ,·,ry l'"""ible tha't the ::\ orthem line 
would cnunect with the Cloncunv line. That 
was the reason. The hon. me!Jlber did not 
want any information about the line from 
Stanthurpe to the border, becttuse it was already 
approved of and authorised. The doubling of 
the Brisbane and Ipswich line had become a 
Hece:<sity. lt was utterly impossible with the 
increa:mrl traffic to get along with a, Mingle line ; 
and not only that, hut in the event of an acci­
dent the whole line became blocked. The 
doubling of the lincl waB not going to be very 
costly, w.; a great portion of it 'VHB double 
already. There would be no la11d to rewme, 
because the duul >le liue would be laid rlow11 
within the fences, and he was perfectly "'tis­
fied that before it was constructed it would 
be even uwre nece:s~ary than at pre:->eut. Bri:-:~­
bane to Cleveland was the next line. and the 
hon. member seemed doubtfnl nbout its being 
a good undertaking; hut he could refer hiln to 
the way in which the Sand<!:ate line had wnrked. 
They had been t>ld that line would m·wr pay, 
but they saw now the result, and he ''"''" satisfied 
that if the Cleveland line was agreed to it would 
pay as well as the Sandgate line. The popnla­
tion was increa'"iing, and peoph• we1·e alway/'1 
very anxions to ~et dowu to the ~ea ... id e. 
The extension to the city and Fortitude Y alley 
was put down to COJlTeet a blunder made by the 
hon. member himself. He took the line away 
frmn the popnla,tion, a.wl HP\V the HJi::;tal.i:e --lie 
would not call it n blunder --hat! to he rectified. 
Then with the South Brisbane. line also he 
thought the hon. m em her had mat le a blumler, 
because he placed the pas~eng-er t-:tation in a 
little corner bet\\·een the dock a!lll "<nue private 
houses where tlwre wu..~ reallv no rootu for 
it. N o\1· that the line was being carried out 
to Beenleigh-and they hoped to take it 
to Southport-they expected a considerable 
pa~sen~er tra.flic, and it wnulcl, therefort-', be 
nh·wlutel.v Ileee~t"Jnry to pro\ ide additional accmu­
Jnudation. rrhen there were great eoinpJaint:4 
:l.bout the want of wharfag~, and a Hlllll wa.~ put 
do\Vll to extend the rnilwav wllarve:o; at Hnuth 
Brisb>tne. There was a sum' of £11\,000 down for 
n double line to the ,T tmetion on the Sand g-ate 
line ; he thought that wonlu be aeknowledgerl to 
he necessary ; indeed he did not know whether it 
would not be necess:tl'Y to duplieate the line all 
through to Sandgate. Then there was the Bris­
bane Valley Bmnch: the hon. 111ember knew 
enough about that, bee" use lw had given threm a 
long ;tory about it the other night. He would 
take the opportunity of informing the hon. 
member for Blackall thnt he had cmTied 
out hi• (.\Ir. Archet.-s) iustnwtion,, to the 
letter. Ho went on S::ttmdar tn l"i'it tlcc li"''· 

an•l founrl thot it "'"' not <JUite ·"' lm<l a" t!Jc 
hclll. 111e1uber for Hlaekall repre:;ented. Beyu11d 
that he '\Vas nnt going- to ~ay anythi11g nwre. 
Xext came the Fassifem Branch. He snp]""ed 
hon. members woul<l be perfectly s;ctislied tlmt 
that W<-tt."\ a line which wa;-; likeh~ to he rennuw­
rative. Tt \\'ltS going into r.,n agr:icultnral dhtriet 
th"t could 110t be excelled hy anything on the 
far-fa.111ed Dadi11g' ])o\\ 1lt-O: and w}H·n the t'XtPll­
,.,lnn \ra:-; emnp]etC'd it would lead to sulllc­
tllin~ hettm· for tl1~ l'P\·ennr. Tl~t:ll thert: "Hf­
t],, La.idlcy t'recl< llraneh, ten milr•.s, They bad 
had a pntit.ion in ht\'Olll' of tli:~t :tnd one <Jj .. plin,"t 
it, l1ut he did nnt pa,y n;ry UJueh atteution to 
thmm petitiou:::;. Ther(-' W:tN n \·illag-1~ not far 
fru111 the rnihnt.y :-;tation, awl of conr~e the 
people there objecte.d to tbe line being canierl 
ont a~; propm.;ed. He gener<.tlly diRnppruvecl of 
tho:..;e· Rhort lines, lJecau:-;e they were expen~:-dre 
to \Vork ; bllt in this ca~e therp, wa:-:; au engine 
aml staff al wnyR there fo1· the ]Jlll']J<"e of 
helping extra g-o<,ds waggons over Little 
Liverpool, and that wmtld corue in to work 
tl1e l.n·ttHe11. The .Beaw.t-nt1Ja. Braueh, .si.\.teeu 
miles, would, he believed, be one nf the 
best paying branches constructed. It ran 
through a. large agricnltuntl settlen1ent, awl a::; 
there wao no la!Hl to be resumed it would not 
be very expem·dve. The Drayton deviation was 
al:-!o to rectify an (''rror perpetrated long- ago, 
though he did not know if any hon. llJeHiber 
pre~ent Wtl-1-3 re:;;pon~ible for it. 

The Hox . . T. :\I. ::\L.\.CROH::·LL'\: Yon are; 
you were iu the .Hour-;e then. 

The ::\II::\TBTElt FOR WOHKB sairl he 
forgot aJJ al)out it. ~'\nyhovv, it Wt.H:i thought 
(le~irahle How to rt'medv it. The next line wt~." 
from Ipswich to \Var'l\·ick. He looked Hi'"" 
that as the most important liue in the list. 

HoXDl~'H.\BLE ::\:lKliHEH~ on the (·J.(lYernuteJJt 
benche.-;: Hear, hPar! 

The Hos .. J. :\I. :'rL\.CHUBB.\ :\': Ht·::r. lH'ar ~ 

The :\IJXlSTEH :FOR WOHKS: The holl. 
men1her ,..;aid "' Hea.r, h~"1H'. ~' Hr· tlicl not carp 
whether the lwn. lllerubei' c lid hear or did not 
he:n·. All he could say "'"·'· that if they Wel'P 
to ha\ e cmnmunieation \Yith \" t~w Houth \Yaks 
it wa,: ahsnlutely nece,:s;.try that that line slwuld 
he cc m~tructerL PeoJ )le \voul\ I uot go fifty or 
;-;ixty ruile~ roun(l about sin1ply fnr the JHll'J.A·~~m <Jf 
cotning to .Bri:-;bane. Lf hou. rneJuLer"l \\·tmld 
look at the map they would see that it wa" a 
national work ; it wa~ aln1oHt a. dire et route. H t' 
kue'v the hm1. lllembrn· for Toowoon•lm, wa:-; very 
likely to objeet to it in a. dog-in~the~nlaJtger ~tyle. 

}Jr. A LAXD rose tu order. He wanted to 
know which of the lUernberS fur rroowonnclJa. t}Jt.~ 
2\Iini,ter for "\\' orks referred to ? 

The Hox. Bm T. ::\[ufLv\'RAJTH: Both of 
you-- dog:; in the tuanger. 

Tlte ::VriXTHTEt;R FUlt WORKS "'id he 
thought he had giveu the hon. IueinlJer for 
Towu,ville all the infornuttion he '"ked for. 
\Vhether it wn" "atisfacturv or not to the hon. 
1Dt'Illber he did not k11ow... If there wa.-:; au,­
further information ht' could give, he should Li~ 
very glad to ;.;ive it. 

:VIr. AL.\.XD "aid he mmld sngg-e,t to the 
}·I.ini~ter in chnrg-P of tho~e E-,timateR whether jt 
would not s:we a great dtal of time if they were 
tn take the loans item bv item. ·There were a 
lot nf t.hen1 t.hRt. wor!ld ila&~ 1 !!') doubt, without 
discmsion, but Kome would !t'1Hi tn a great den] 
of discUHKion. rrhe,v were 110\\' ta..lking· at raudolil 
without condug to a. cnnc1n~ion. :Hl(l if thev Wf'lt• 

to p:t~1" th'~ J·::-:tiut:tt';B q11iekly it\\ ()uld lJe.bcttl·r 
tt~ kd-:e t.Jil'IJI \l~ lH· llatl Sll~~J;C'' tt:d, 
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The COLO:'\L\L TREA~:HJHER. Haid the 
hou .. 111en1ber nli~ht take up aud di~cn~~ any iteu1 
he hked. 

::VIr. AL"\XD ,;aid he hat! <lone that nnc:c, .oml 
found he conld not go back to a certain iteuL 
He was not going to be " done" ag-ain. 

The Ho~. S11t T. :\lcTLWR.AlTH >:cid the 
:\linisterfor 'VnrkH lmrl intimntetl on the pre\ ious 
day tlw.t be w~.t.s g-oill;....;· to t:tke np the prnpo;;ed 
new railw:tys line hy line. );ut aftcrwanb the 
J'eemiPr came in awl said that they llltu':it take 
then1 n~ a whole. 

The :\ff:\'lSTER FOI: \\'UHKS >aid that 
what he sLated was that he would gi,·e explana­
tion::; in regard tu any liueti tht-tt were \Yanted. 

:\lr. :'\OHTOX: Xo, no! 
The :\HXISTER FOU ·woHK8: Tf the hon. 

gentleman want~ to 1uove theu1 iten1 by ite1n he 
ca.n do ~o. 

The Hoc-;. 81n T. :\IuiLWlUlTH said tlwv 
all knew that; the }[ini,;ter need not ha,·e rise;, 
tu tell thclll that. 

:\lr. BEATTIE "'"icl there wa' one item thnt 
he would be happy to get some information upon 
-"Brisbane-Extension of Terminal Stntion and 
::\" ew Offices for Engineers, £50,000 .. , 'l'he other 
day he had taken a walk up ]<~dward street 
towardt1 the raihva.y Htation. a.nJ wa:-5 having a 
bird~s-eye view of the iiuproven1ents going on, 
and had been \'ery much astonished to see a lot 
of work proceeding there. Uu n1aking inquiries aK 
to what w:u·; the intention of tnaking the large 
cutting" and excavations in the centre of the 
land tn the nortlnntrd of the Brisbane station, 
he was told that that \\ :h< the exten,;ion of the 
teru1inai :-:tatiou. IJooking at it front nu 
oconomie point l1f Yiew. he thonght to hhu;-;elf 
that then~ wa,:-; a Yery great waste of 111oney iu 
those cnttings on the north side. He noticed 
t.lutt a uew :-;treet wa-; being fortued iu 
:.t line with . the otfiee of the J~ngineet· 
uf }~xi1-'ting Line::1, to con1e nut at _ \ll>ert 
street, a little lJelow the municipal lwtrket 
reserYe. He could not ..-ee nny ~reat 
advantag-e in that. And when he looked to the 
frontage rluwn to Homa street he asked hirm,elf 
how on earth the engineer who had charge of 
that particular portion uf work could go on 
rnaking a large cutting into the centre of the 
place without uti]i>;ing the whole frontage of 
l{(H11a street. 8mnelittledegree of judgn1entonght 
to be shown in the protection of property 
belonging tu pri\'tttP indiYidua,h in tl1e locality. 
He rnaintainell that the \\orks now in hand 
tended very much indeed to depreciate the value 
of pro1)erty in R,omu Htreet. If they were going to 
extend thetenninal Htation, why not have brought 
it down to Roma Htreet, which was the widest 
street in Brislxtne? But instead of that there was 
an inn118n~'e cutting and a. hu~~ erubanlnnent~­
\vhich, fron1 a cmnmun-:3en:;e point of Yiew, wa.s a 
Yery la.rge wa~te of land and wa~tP. of accolnnlo­
dation. He thought the engineer, whoe\·er he 
nlight be, who ha,d charge of that lJarticular ex­
tension of the Brisbane 'ection might have 
utilised the whole of tlutt land, awl not left it 
in the state it \ras in at tbe preoent moment, 
thereLy depredating the value of property in 
R01na ::;tl·eet. There wa~ a.n office euck(:d up on 
a high embankment and '" uew street made 
where there would have to be a Yery expensive 
l'Ptaining ·wall. ~0111e little idea of econm11y 
ung-ht cert>tinly to perme:tte the mindti of indi vi­
dual. who had charge of works of that description. 
If the colouy wa:; in a guod po:sitiou they ought 
not to spend money needlessly in wmks of that 
character. He believed tbere wunld be a great 
de:tl of ""'·ing in tht! works at the terminal 
station if the .\linister for "'.,rkH just looked 11t 
them aud Inatle ·",:nne ~11;;f~,.BRtion tn tb 1sc pr·JfL·S· 
Gional n1en in ch.1q;~ <:' them i fur he (J1r. 

Beattie) often found that co1utuon sense inearry­
ing- nut works of that tmture was better than 
pr<>fe><siunal opinions. Therefore, if the :Minister 
for \Vorks would just t:tke a connuon-sense view 
of the matter, and the waste of property in connec­
tion with that cutting, he would take care that the 
land w:o,; utili,;ed in a manner which would place 
the lanclnwuers of Roma street in the po,;ition in 
which they ou~ht to heplaced~-that was, that their 
vruperty, inl')tead of being rlecrea.:;ed hl value by 
the f:wt of the terminal sbttion being- there, would 
be increased. Tho"e people had pairl high )Jric<"' 
for their land, and he did not think it wa,; to the 
ad vantage of the milw:ty authorities tu have tlwt 
large amount of land lying itlle at present. J l.e 
wa" snre the Minister for Works would come to 
the conclusion th:ot he (:\'fr. Beattie) had come to. 

The ~fiNISTER FOR WOHKS said that 
there was £50,000 upon the Loan Estimatee for 
the Extension to the Terminal Station and New 
Offices. The Hailw.oy Department had no offices 
wh:ttever at present. The officers were all 
loeated in the oltl Grammar School, which 
"·ould have to come down. They would not be 
required exclusively for the J;~ngineer, but for 
the wlwle staff. He did not think he quite knew 
where Roma street was; but he believed it w:os 
the street where the corporation were erecting 
the new market-shed. He did not see how an ex­
cavation going on at the railway ::;tation could 
interfere with that street at all, as it w.os inside 
the railway reserve. The <lovermnent had 
built a liue from the present station into the 
market reserve, and beyond thnt the streets 
were not interfered with. 

~Ir. BEATTIE : I did not say that they were. 
:\1r. JVIT!J<l LEY s:tid he was very glad that 

the hun. ~entleruan had drawn atteution tu the 
matter, but he did not know wh:tt good could be 
done, particularly now that the work was iu 
progress and nearly completed. He had 
frequently looked with a,;tonishment upon that 
work, e~pecially a~ regarded the opening up <If 
another road which w:cs to divert the traffic from 
the channel in which it had hitherto gone, into 
a street where there woulcl be no pri v:tte 1"'"­
perty. The object was to take traffic from tlw 
present terminus along <t back street. If Ronw 
street a!l(l George street hnd heen incapable of 
carrying all the traffic it would have been a 
thing whieh onght to have been done. But 
Homa street was one of the widest streets in 
Brisbane. It wa,; bnsy sometimes, but well 
al)le to earry the traffic; and Geurge street waf.i 
a good street t11o, He was interested in 
property in that neighbourhood, and thertc 
waR a n:ry strong feelin::; on the part of 
some people, which he did not share, who feared 
that their prnperty \V<mld very much depreciate 
in value through the road being made. He did 
nnt think rlue consideration had been given tn 
those who had invested money in that neighbour­
hood; mHl all thnt would be saved by the making. 
of that new street woul<l be the short side of a 
triangle from the rail way station to the gates. 
\V as it wnrth while for the country to go to such 
:Hl expense in that excavation'! and was it a fair 
thing for tlwse who had inve,;ted their money tu 
open up a road to ~~tve such a little clh.:;tance ~ 

'l'he :\IIXJHTER FOR WORKS said hP 
f•11·got to state that there would be a bridge over 
the cntting. 

The Hox. Sm T. :UciLWHAITH asked 
what iten1 they were discus:J.;ing. They Inu:-;t go 
UlJou :-otue systeul. He had been trying to 
follow hon. members, :cs he felt an interest in tlw 
matter since the J\.1 inister for \\-orks had ""'icl 
that he did not know where Homa street was. 

~!r. BE,\TTII~ >aiel the itc!II "'"'' the vut•o 
.. £ .l.'.'>(l.(>(>(j f(lr the r, tun•.i"ll l·: tl!U Term lad 
Gtati01ii auJ UU1·.:~ ... 
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The Ho)i. 1:-lm T. MciLWIL\I'fH ;ai,l there 
were many important iteu1; !Jefnre that. 

Mr. STJ.;VE='fS said he thonc:ht it would be 
far better to take the items 8eriatin:. 

The Hox. ;r. M. 2.-L\.CHOSSAX sai•l he would 
point out that, before they conic! dbcus; the 
item intelligently which the J\Iinister for \VorkH 
and the hon. member for l<'ortitude Valley were 
referring to, they should have plans before them. 
lt was illl]ll>~sible for any member of the Com­
mittee to unrlerstand the explanation of the 
}[ini;ter for \Vorks, or the critici.,lll of the hon. 
Jnetnber for Fortitude \,..alley, without smne sort 
of plans. 

The Hox. SIR 'r. }J('fL\VlU.ITH '>tiel he 
wn.R Rnre thR.t the hon. gentle1nan would make 
grenter progress if he Htuck to hi:-; ori,ginal in ten~ 
tion of moving the items seriatim, than he would 
if they were to di,cuss them all together. There 
was a matter of ;1;3,140,000 being taken in one 
item. 

The T'RK:I-HER saicl if it wem the general 
de,ice of the Committee the items could he taken 
~eriatim. J t had not been the geneJ'al cnsbnn 
to do so~ but, of cour~e, the Government 
mntld like to do wlmte1·er would facilitate 
the pa:-;sage of bu~ine~~. I-Le wai-' anxiow.; to 
know which wa'' wonld be the beHt; he Hhonld 
have thought that the ""''Y proposed by his bun. 
colleague would have he'll the beHt. 

The Hox. Sm T. }lulLWHAITH said that 
plan would. not do where Hnch a. large auwnnt of 
JW>lleV was im·olved. The J\Iinister for \Vorb 
JH"O[lllsed that they should be taken item by 
iten1, and then that propm;ition wa:-; changed. 
On the lmmigratio11 vote, the }[illister for 
\Vorks said that the items slwuld l>e taken one 
by one ; but the J>rernier canH~ in u.nd changed 
the whole thing. If rme hon. member wished to 
discuss what he considered the most important 
matter, he could go 011 to the fifteenth or 
sixteenth item, as hac! heel! clone iu the pre;ent 
ca,e. There was never a time in the colony 
when they did not take the items seriatim. 

(~nestion put. 

}lr. ~~LAX J) said lw would like to know lww 
the Government prnt""ed to take that vote. He 
thought before the.r went clown to tea. it wa.s 
nncler"toocl that they were to take it lilw by line. 
He was cp1ite Hlll"8 that would be the 'implest am! 
en,:·de~t wa..y of pa:.;::-;iJJg the vote. Lf that pln,n 
were not Rdopted they would he goiJJg ou fol' till~ 
uext hour or two talking~ sn to ::;ny, at rtt.IHlolll, 

tirr-;t g·oing" to et line a.t the hottmn of the pag'l-", 
and then to mwther ''t the top, am! then to one 
in the middle. Tf, however, the line., were l!l"O­
po.-;ed :--eriatiut, they wonld eon1e to a definite 
eouclut!ion nu thmu uuwh :--oo11er, aH he Uelie\'nU 
hon. 1ne1nber:-; wonhl confine the di:-;cusHion to 
the particnlar line bef, JT"e the Committee. He 
hoped the Uovernment ''"onld tell them plainly 
what they intended to do. 

The COLOKIAL TREASURER ··aid he 
thought it wa,; time they settled down to the 
services if they were disjHJ8ed to regard them at 
all. They were snbmittecl the previouc; night 
in globo w"ith the vie"· of allowing· hon. nleinbers 
an opportunity nf discus:::dng any one or n1ore 
of the E:;tiJnates. However, he '''aH willing to 
n1eet the viewB of hou. n1e111 ber~ in order to 
expedite the husineRs before the Committee, and 
if the Committee would nllow him he would 
withdraw his motion for £:>,140,000 with the 
intention of nwving- eacb ra.ilway ~epara.tely. In 
<lnin:; ~n he hoped that Lon. 1nernber:-; wonl<l 
:vHress thern:-;elve~ tn the re~-;pective sen·iues 
propn-;ed. He might >>a)", too, th:tt that action of 
l1i~ WJ.,; siml'lr t;t\iCfl \Yith the Yi'CW of il)dt\dpg 

the Committee to get through the l'nt.e mote 
quickly than nppear~.d probable at the present 
time, and rnu::;t not in a.ny wny be construed as 
showiug a de::;ire on the part of the f-iovernrnent 
to forego any pnrt of the services. They enter~ 
tained the opinion that every one of those ser­
'dcet:: was eflually urgent and eqnally neces;sary 
for the country. He simply submitted each 
line separately with the view of kaviug t.he vote 
de:clt with more expec!itilllJSly. 'With the per­
miS3ion of the CommitteH, he would withdraw 
hi:-; present nwtion. 

.:\[otiou withdntwn accordingly. 

The COLUXL\.L TRE"\Sl'RER 111overl that 
£-l:22,000 he granted to con.plete the railway from 
Roma to Chn..rJe\ ille, and for the exten::;ion \Vest~ 
\mr<l 120 miles. He assumed that the Cur11mittee 
woul<l nllow him to propose those two items 
together, aH they referred tn the extension of the 
same line. As he had gone into tbe financial 
aspect r;reviouHly, he die! not think it was neces­
sary to say any tnore no\v, 

The Hox. ,T. :VI. :\'IACJWSSAX sairl that 
when that vote was submitted earlier he asked 
the :VI.inister for ~Works \vhy that extension 
westward wa; 120 miles, and the exten­
sion of the :'\orthern line was only 100 
milef.l. 'The hon. gentlmnan gave hitn an 
au.-.;wer which certainly was a. long way frotn 
being intelligible. He said that the Cloncurry 
line would probably meet the line from Charle­
ville westward, and that it. was not necessary that 
the Charledlle line sbonlcl be extended the same 
distance. Did the hon. gentleman mean to say 
that by an extension of 120 mile,; the lines would 
overlap·~ If :;o, of euur~e it was intelligible. It 
had been thoroughly understood by the Hou;e 
that the extension of the line-; westward should 
be at the same rate, an<! tlmt had been done for 
:;e\'eral year~ pat;t, and be knew no reason 
why it should be departed from n<ow. If 
hon. members looked at the map, they 
woulrl see that from the end of theN orthern 
extent;ion there wa~ l.JO 111iles to go to Cloncurry. 
\Vhy should not an additional20 mileH be put on 
to r;mke the extension the same as that of the 
Southern and \V e,-;tern Raihnty ? 

The .PRlDIIER said he did not think the 
people of the Xorth lHtd any rea,"m to complain. 
They of Cllur.o;e were perfectly aware that they 
h>vl the st.trt alre>cdy of 200 mile; nearer the 
west~ a.nd if they got an extension of 100 miles 
tlH\ line there would be a great deal nearer 
the we,;tnru border of the colony than any 
other line. ~In the "'""e di;trict it was pro­
posed to 1nake another rail way n di!;tauce of about 
::!30 mile,, so that he thought tlw people in 
that part of the colon~- had nothing to complain 
of. \\'hat he had understood to he the principle 
np tn the present time "'''·' that evPry part of 
the colony ,;honk! he within lOO m!les of a rail­
wav; and \Vith those propm.;al~ carried nut, every 
pa1:t of the colony except the extreme south 
would be witbin 100 miles of a rail­
wav. They knew, ,,f course, that the line would 
sm{.e day go on to Cloncurry-he had not the 
slightest donbt of that; that was the proper 
objective point, and he thought it might be taken 
for oTanted that that was the policy of the 
Hou;e. At the present time the Government 
asked for an extension of 100 mile,;. \V as there 
anything hirer than that ? 

The Hox .. T. }L M ACROSS),:\ said that the 
hon. gentlemau ha cl stated that because the 
Northern line was to he extended fnrther westward 
by 100 miles, while the Southern and \Y eH tern line 
'~''" to be extended 120 miles, the people in 
the Korth had no re;oson to complain. The people 
of the Xorth were to he punished hocanse their 
peogr<~phical ~'ooition l'laced !thqu fnrther \\"e~t 
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than the eity of Brisbane. There could be no 
other reason. \Vhy, the Southern and \Yestern 
line was built frmu Brisbane almost to Rmua 
before the Northern line was iJegnn ; there was 
no talk then about being nearm· the \Y est; hut 
simply because Townsville lay a number of 
degrees further west than Brisbane, therefore the 
Northern line was not to be extended so rapidly. 
Just as if it conlrl do the Southern and Western 
line any injury ! It could not po,;sibly do that line 
any injury to extend the )<orthern line the same 
distance. The principle which it"'"' nnderstoorl 
that House had act~d upon with rcg<ml to those 
extensions westward was, that each line should 
be extended the same distance. He could see 
no rea.son why the Xorthern line should not be 
extended 120 miles, other than that the Govem­
ment would not do it. The argument that the 
hon. gentleman applied to the extension of 120 
miles would apply to no extension of the line at 
a.Jl. \Vhy did he not stop at Hughenden? 
Hughenden was as far west as lloma. But the 
bon. gentlenutn's argurnent was no argtunent :1t 
all. It was simply a plea for the (~overnment, that 
they would not do it. He thought the ]'eople 
of the North had a great deal to comphLin of. 
He did not intend to move any amendment on 
that itern, becam~e ht> desire<l to HeC' the line ex­
tended even still further west; but when they 
came to the item fur the Korthem Railway he 
would see if he could not get it further extmided. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLOXIAL TREASCREH moved that 

£S2,000 be granted by W<ty of loan for the con­
struction of the Southern Hail wa.y from f;t<tn­
thorpe to the border, a distmlCe of 21~ 1uiles. 

The Ho~. ,T. ::H. 2\lACI-tOSSAX : Will that 
mnouut cowpl~te the extension? 

The COLOXL\L THEASCREH: Yes. 
Question pnt and pas~ed. 

The COLONIAL TREARl"HER moved that 
£Hii,OOO be granted l1y way of loan for the con­
struction of a double line of railway from Bris­
bane to Ipswich. 

Mr. P ALMER said the proposed duplication 
of that line was a very expensh-e item, and one 
which the circumstances of the case did not 
warrant. A far larger amount of traffic was 
carried on single lines in :!'\ ew South ·wales. 
The tmffic went from Parramatt<L, which in­
cluded :vrndgce, Richmolltl, and other place,; 
with a large coal ami iron trade ; and the 
extension to Bonrke was carried on a single 
line. The line from (}mnville, which took the 
whole of the .Melboume and DenilitJUin traliie, 
was a single line, and yet they neYer heard {If 
accidents on those rail way H. The line to l'arm­
matta had only been dni1bled within the laRt 
three or four years. 

The I'RKYIIKR : Longer than that. 

:Hr. P ALM.ER : I rP$ided at J:'armmatta, and 
saw the work clone. 

The PHE;\IIER : I clo not remember that line 
as a single line. 

Mr. PAL1\1ER sairl he saw them double the 
line between the .Junction am\ PmTarnatt1t less 
than three years ago. Between the ,Junction am\ 
Sydney there was a double line, but there was 
not the ehghtest talk of doubling it further west 
than Parnunatta, not withstanding the irnnll:m~e 
traffic upon it. \\'hen he heard that pa.rticula.r 
item of the Estimates first talked about he had 
no idea the f-:;-o,·erlnnent were :-.Arious about it. 
The amount of tmffic on the line did not warrant 
such an expenditure, when there were :;,n n1an~r 
parts of the t:ouutry hn11gering fol' wa11t uf a. 
single line. 

Mr. AKXEAH said the hon. member was in 
mrm· on one point : A contract had been let for 
the duplicatirm of the line from Parramatta to 
l'enrith, mrd the work was now under construc­
tion. 

JYir. KELLE'l'T said it was quite time the 
line between Bri~l>ane and Ipswich was dupli· 
cated. The traffic on it waR increa><ing every day; 
anrl the coal traffic itself was enough to keep 
a single line of rails employe< I. The number of 
branch lines which ran into it made it unsafe 
to u:-;e it un1Ch longer aK a siugle railway. He 
waR pleased to hear the .\Iinister fo_r \V orks say 
the time was at hand when the rmlways of the 
colony would have to be run upon a wider 
gttuge. No\v wa,s the right titne w~1en they 
were aoinu· in for railway construction on a 
lm·gp. ~cal~, and extendirig their lines to the 
borrlers of )< ew South \Vales, to get an ex­
pression of opinion fl'om the Committee 011 the 
subject aB to whether their future railways 
shonlcl be built on the ba,;is of the 4 feet 8~ inch 
o-aw"~e. Such an exvreB~ion of opinion 'vonld 
gre,;:'tly strengthen the harrds of the .\Ii11~ster for 
\Vorks. A start might b,l matle 011 the hue now 
under discnssion. The line might be so con­
structed that it could be altered into a broad­
gauge line a;-; soon aH it wa.:-:; deenlBd ad vi~a,ble to 
do so. Tf that was done now the work would 
not have to be done over again at sorrte future 
time. He should like to hmtr an expresRion of 
opinirm from the Committee on the subject. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
time had !lOW arrived when the li11e between 
BriBbane and Iptnvich shouhl be doubled. If any 
accident happened upon it now it blocked the 
whole of the traffic. The trains were rnnning 
under staff regulations, and if one delay took 
place all the trains were dela.yed. \Vith refer­
ence to the question of change of gauge, the 
pre~ent afforded a very favouy-able opportunity 
to, at all events, lay down a hue that would he 
suitable for a wid.er gauge. The additional cost 
would not be verv excessive, and when the time 
came it would J)e easy to shift the rails to a 
wider gauge. It would not be a bad thing to 
commence with the line they had sanctioned 
that evening. Eventually the gauge on all the 
line,; would have to be altered, and in the mean­
time it might be adviBable HO to construct the 
tracks a~ to nutke provision for a 'rider gauge 
when the time for that arrived. 

Mr. PALMEH said the ::\iinister for \Vorks 
had not add need any arguments to show why the 
line should be duplicated. All he lmd sa.id was 
that if an accident occurred on a Ringle-line rail­
waY it would block the entire traffic. The hon. 
ge1;tleman did not inform them what trafiic there 
was; hut he believed that fil-e times the amount 
W<-tK carried on 1-iingle lines in the other colonie::;. 

l\Ir. J<'EJ-WrRON said he rptite agreed that 
the line t<hould !Je duplicated. The Committee 
\V ere to bP asked to vote over a ntillion of 1uoney 
fol' railwavs, the entire traflic on which would 
come into .. Brisbane by way of the line nnder 
di,;cussion. The traffic was increasing so raJJidly 
that it wonld have to be clone, and they might as 
well vuto the mnount at oncE. 

The Ho:-~. .T. I\J. .:YlACROI'lSAX said the 
hon. member for Em·ke certainly made a 
Ini:;take in t-'aying that there was a double 
line no further tha.n Granville on the Parra­
matta milwaY. It did not extend further at 
Jn-esent, but a contract had been let for 
Llonbling the line as far as Penrith. 
There wa~ no con1parisou bet\,·een the arnount of 
traffic Oil that line am\ our line. The line had 
heen doubled to (;ranville for a long time, but it 
was dtieflv fur snlmrlmn traffic. The trains 
Wf'rP rm1nl'ng eYf'l'Y fivf> ~111inntes. fie '"as lltJt 
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going to ~ay a word against the proposed 
duplication of the Ipswich line, althnugh they 
could carry easily three times the amount of 
traffic on the single line that existed at pre,ent. 
Still the work would have to he done some time, 
and he did not see why it should not he done now if 
it could be c a,·ried out for the amount of money·-­
£85,000. Was that the Chief :Engineer's e'ti­
mate or had th<e amount been put down hy the 
Cabinet·~ lt seemed very small considering the 
amount the railway originally cost. 1 t cost on 
thA average .£.20,000 per lllilA, a.ud prnviHiou WU..f-' 
HOW made for duJJlicating at a cost of .£8,000 
only per mile. All the cuttiHgs would have to h<> 
widened, :HILl the bridges would aJ.,u lm\'e to bt> 
altered. 

Th" ~llXltlTER FOit WU!U\}4 said lw 
helieved £85,000 would be ample tn double the 
line. A considerable distance was already 
doubled, and one or two bridge.~ had doubie 
line~ on them. He might say that he waR 
Pndeavouring to follow in the footsteps of the 
hon. member and keep down expenses. 

The HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAl\ said when the 
bridges were widened provision would ha Ye to be 
made fnr the 4 feet il!J inch gauge, and although 
there might be some bridges wide enough tn 
carry a double 3 feet (i inch line, they would not 
carry a double 4 feet 8& inch line. 

.\'fr .. fORI>Al\ said he thought the suggestion 
of tlw. hon. member for Mulgrave, about widen­
ing the gauges throughout the colony, would 
commend itself very strongly to the judgment of 
the greater number of hon. members. He was 
dPlighted to find there was a disposition nn the 
part of the Government to fall in with tlw 
"'ggestion. He was disposed to think that a 
double line to Ipswich on the commencement nf 
the through line to the border ,;lwnld be pro­
vided with sufficiently lung- sleepers t.) admit of 
the 4 feet 8& inch gauge being adopte<l. He wa., 
strongly in favour of that view of the case. 

:\lr. NORTOX said he thought it was desirable 
to double the line to Ipswich. It was a matter 
that had been discussed a great deal, but it 
seemed to him that the amount prodded would 
not cover expenses. He would ask the :\linister 
for Works whether he had any idea of the cost 
of widening the gauge-the cost per mile. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had 
not got the information the hon. member 
required, but he did not think the work would 
be costly. 

~lr. XORTOX: We car. all think. 
The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said he had 

no estinmte, but the additional width would 
only he about 14 inches. 

Mr. NORTON said all the tunnels would 
have to be widened. ::\ot one of them \\'a8 wide 
enough tu carry the 4 feet 8~ inch gange. 

The Hox. Sm T . .MciLWHAITH said he 
had no intention of opposing the vote, because 
in proposing hi8 Estirnates three y~ars ago he 
said that the work would betequired. Although 
he considered with the hon. member for Towus­
ville that the line was sufficient fm· the traffic, 
;;till they would have tu do the work at some 
future time. He understood, however, that in 
submitting the plans and sections fnr "!Jl'roval 
the Government wonlcl bave them drawn so as 
to make the line suitttble for the adoption of the 
4 feP-t 8~ inch g.wge. The eng·ineers would get 
in~tructions to make the line suf!icientlv wide to 
take a double 4 feet 8~ inch line·~ " 

'l'he 1\II::\IST~~H ~'OR WOHKS sai•l he was 
not in a p<mition to make the hon. gentlem"n 
tha.t \)romise, but he would endeavour to impre'S 
ul! h1s r•nlleRg'llP" th~> nn~~s,ity <>f ~il'ing t.he 

matter serious conoideration. H8 thought the 
}Jre~ent was a very g-ood tirrw to emnn1ence and 
lay r!owu lines suitable for the wide gauge. Of 
course, sleepers could be lai<l down 8o that the 
rails could he shifted to the proper width when 
they were in a position to use them. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\IciL W.RAITH said he 
understood the JliiiniHter to say that he would 
g-i \'e illtitruc:tiow; that the t-t1<.tll;-'. r·mbiuittcd ~houlJ 
provide for the 4 feet 8~ inch gauge. He under­
stood that not to be the incliYidual opinion of the 
~Iini;;ter, but the opinioll of the Ministry. If not, 
the Connuittee ought now to ha Ye an expre:.:,•::don 
of opinion on the lJ<~int. '\'by should they C<llll­
mence doing" work How tlwt they would hai'P 
to do over ag-ain at great ex[•eHse? \\"hy widen 
the line to carry a double nctrrow ga.uge, a.nd not 
a double 4 ft•et .'ll inch gauge~ 

The PREMIER said he thought that in 
laying clown the double line to Ipswich it should 
he so done that it would be >wailable fur the 
4 feet H~ inch gauge. He thought, however, that 
the adciitional length of sleepers which would 
ha Ye to be provided would have fallen into decay 
before they could he used. 

The H~N. tim T. MciLWRAITH said it 
was not necessary to make the sleepers longer, 
because they would have worn out before the 
gauge W<" widened, and they \nmld in "ny case 
have to be taken up. The 'lue;;tinn asked by the 
member for Townsville, whether £8!),000 was 
the Engineer':.; estirnate, had not been answflred 
\\'as the estimate that of the Engineer-in·Chief? 
He Haw that the survevors hac! been ou the line 
taking levels, awl n,) doubt they had minute 
particulars about the cost of the wurk. 'l'hey 
had been engaged in snrl'eying for two months 
pa.st, if not longer, a.nd front the in vp,stigations 
the~- had made, had tlwy come tn the conclusion 
that the line could be widened for the amount 
put down on the .EstituateN? 

The ~JI::\ISTER .FOR WOHKS said the 
Engineer-in-Chief \\·as asked to rq.ort on the 
line, and he had come to th•.' '"mclu.,ion that the 
work would cost more than .!::8.">,000. Engineer.; 
alwav~ liked to have a large ~mut to work upon, 
but it would be better, if necessary, to come 
down at a futme time for another £20.000 rather 
than vote too much at the l'l'eKtmt time. His 
own opinion was that it could be done for the 
amount 011 the estimate. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\iciLWRATTH said he 
understood the Engineer-in-Chief had reported 
that it would cost a good deal1nore, and l1is esti~ 
mate had been reduced by the :\linister. 

The :VliNISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. 
The Hox. Sm T. ;\IciL\VHATTH said he 

ad dsed the Minister to look clo.-ely after the 
estinmtes given by :Yir. Stanley. He advised 
him to get from l\fr. 1-\tanle\· an estimate of the 
co:;t or' every line before he started it, because 
if he exami;ted the past career of rtlr. Stanley 
he would find that !te lHtd exceeded his 
estimates to an extent not justifiable in the 
work of any engineer. He wonlrl also find that 
for a "teat ·part"of t!te work th<•re was no record 
iu tCP office a,s to the ]~l!gineer~in~Chief'H 
estitnate, aud 3[r. Stanley wa~ always in a 
position to fo\ay, "I 1uwer Raid it con1d be done 
for Ro-and-!-io." I~ very ra.ilway cmnpany where 
there \rtre sharehniderH looking for profit~ 
obtained an eHtinmte, and it .. lwuld not be 
neglected <>n the 1 'art of the C:overnment.. The 
hoB. g-entlmuan Bh"nld take cn.r{~ to get et--tnnatf'H 
,;nd ninke the l~ngineer-in-Ohief re"r,onsihle. 

:\Jr. E: ELLETT said he would like to m:k the 
:\IiniRter for ""nrh why nmw of the R"ilway 
Department utlkials were prestmt to g·i \'e him 
information on "-•hjecte which he did not know 
hili!'Plf ·: l t wa' the nswd pnwtire, 
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:\Ir. X OR TO:\ aslmcl the :\Iinistnr for 'Works 
"·hat was the extent of the double line between 
Brisbane and lpsw,ch >tt the preH<mt time 'I 

The :VIIXlSTER FOR WORKS «aid he conl<l 
not tell r-xactlr. There ·were a nu1nber of ~iding-~ 
which would no donnt, emne in. He wnnld p(lint 
nut to the lwn. memlH'r for Ptort Curtis that he 
did not think the tnnuels \rnuld reqt~ire tu be 
widened. 

:\[r. XORTOX said, if that were so, the 
Engineer was wrung; for he. c1i:4tinetly f.!aid they 
\Vt>re nnt wide enoug·h. 

The Hox. ~m '1' .. \[clL\\"lU.lTH "'id the 
hem. member mnst not think that if he f(tot 
d·mh1P line~ he would not reqnirP. ~idingi"<. 1-l~, 
woule! waHt them ail the sanw. 

The .VliXISTER VOlt WOHKS: Ye'': lmt 
llt)t S011l:.tllY. 

Question .pnt mul paR~ed. 
The COLOXL\.L TllEASCJn:ll, inmo,·in;;­

tlnt a. "'"n of t4HS,OOO be gmnted hy way of 
ln~tu forth·· line from Brisb~tne to C\tboolture aml 
Gym pie, "aid that, as the planR an• I «pecifietttions 
lwd beeu wl<>pted that afternoon, he pre"nmer] 
it wa:-; not llt"C't~:;:"'ar\T to 1uake ::un- fnrthrr 
n~mal'k~. " " 

The Hox. .r. M. :\L\.Cl:tOSt·L\.X said he 
wisheri to ask the .Minister for \\" ork' two 
queRtinnH. ThA first wa:-:;, whether in 1na.king 
that line he would provide that it shonlll bfl of 
the width required. for the 4 feet 8~ inch g-augP, 
the "'tme "' in the ea"'' of thn line to Ipswich. 
The second •JneRtinn '"'"whether the J;,ti'IS,OOO 
was tht" Engineer's e::;ti1nate for the 1ine. 

found it was going hy a different rnntea.ltogether 
He noticeel the hem. gentleman had several 
ad ''erti:-;eiuent;.; of laud sa.ler~ in thA paper~, and 
one of the inducements dfere<l in those adver· 
tiH~l1lents wa.~ that a line 'Y:tR to be carried to 

! Enogge1·a. Bnt there waR no word npon the Loan 
Estin1ateR of any line to :B~n(1ggera at all. The 
h(Jn. gentleum.n JnnRt know that it was a very 
short di,;tance between Norrnanhy and the 
Enoggt?ra srde-vard~; and the hon. gentle1nan's 
constituents h>~d their li ''CS enclang-ererl hy cattle 
going to the sale-yards. The hem. gentlema.n 
ought to tell them whether the Uovernment had 
refn::~ed to allow hiin to earr;~ out biN prmnise to 
hi:-; (>tlllRtituentA, nr h(),,. he :-:tood in the Htatter. 

The COLOKL\.LTRKAS1-RER said he had 
neYP.r adn)cated a .. line to tiyn1pie Firf Enogger~l·: 
he had always advocated the coast line. He 
I •elieverl the present line "·onld se ne a large 
Rectinn of hiH eonstituentK, who were Hinall 
ft>rmers. He might ·'"-Y tlmt he had certainly 
applierl to his hon. colleague the J\Iinister for 
\Vorks in re>g·ard tu a line of ru,i] way to Samford, 

i but he was sorry to say that he found him very 
obdumte, and he had only heen ahle to get half 
a prmni~e for a survey. He had never repre­
sented to his constituents that he proposed a 
line to Gytnpie, going l)y :-;atnforrl n.nd Enoggera. 

}[r. STE \'EXSOX said he should have 
thought that the Treasurer had more influence 
with the Mini,ter for \Vorks, aml th~tt if he want<' 
" short line of a mile or mile aml a-half for his 
constituents he was in that position in th.e 
Government to hnve reeeived more than half a 
prorniRe for a t·mrvey. He (~Tr. ~tevenson) only 
hoped the hon. gentleman would have a little 
r:nore regard for the opinionK of hiB cnnHtituents 
than to be satisfied with half a promise for a 

The .MJKISTEJ:t l•'OR \VO.RKS said it was 
the Engineer'~ esthnnte, but nf cour~-;e if the line 
wa . ..;; to lw made wide enough for tlJe 4 feet k~- inch 
gauge it \Ycmltl be increas8d. 1-Iowevt>r, he 
thought it would be well to increase it, and 
widen the line to mal«' provision for the bi'wtrler 
g-ange. 

, Kurvey. He thought that was a line Yer~· 

The Hox. ,J. :u. :\fACROSSAN said the hem. 
member for MulgraYe h~td advised the :\finister ' 
fur \Ynrks to get an estirnate for ever~~ line from 
the Engineer-in-Chief, and hold him responsible 
for it. Hn wonld give the hnn. Illetnber another 
bit of ad \'ice. He woulcl tind tlmt, if he got an 
eKthnate from the Engineer-in-Chief with the 
intention of holding him responsible, the En­
gineer-in-Chief would provide him with a very 
large el':ithnate, leaving hinu.;el£ a gond 111argin. 

The :Vlil'\ 1:-:>TER FO]{ WORKS saiel a '(reat 
•le»! depended on the labour market. They knew 
tlmt. contractors hael taken works and IHtd not 
been able to carry them out with protit to them­
i':H!l ve~. Thev tendered fnr \vorks \V hi le lahntu 
was tolerably reasonable, but within the last two 
or thr .. -;o years lnhmn had gone np cmL-idnrab1y, 
mHl alnor'"t evm·y contractor httd completed his 
work at a loss. r t wonlll depend a good de-al 
upon the labonr market whether the lines coul<1 
he carried out within the estimate of the 
Engineer. 

The Hox .. T. ~I. :\L-\.CROSSAX said it was 
the En~ineer-in-ChiAf~ duty to know the 1'3tate of 
the labonr market as well as the contrnctor~. 
The labour nearket after nll dirlnnt make such a 
ditTerenC'e a.~ the hon. tne1nher supposed. Tlw 
e:-tust1 of the cheapnes:o; of eotH.:trnetiou for Rome 
;:eart'i pa.:-;t \\rat' tlw cotnpetition Letwet"ll con· 
tnv~tors, who were netnally eutting· each ot}wr· ... 
thr()a,t:-:. 1 t '''a~ nnt lleea.n~e labunr \\'it.,..; low. 

~Jr. NTE\'I•:XSOX >mi<l that,'"' a constituent 
of the Cnlouial Tn~a:-:nrer, he would. like to ai-d\: 
whether that line "'"'·' thP """ whid< the hem. 
gentleman waf.i ~uppn::.Atl to ha.\ t-l pr(nui:-:r:d hi:-; 
conHtitnent:-~ shnnl(l go by 1~nilggera. I-lP had 
ll~tnrally ><npposeel that it was (,lJe line, hnt lw 

neee~sary to he made, for at present there was 
gr<>at danger indeed from the cattle going to and 
from the «ttle-~-ard, and he believeel that the 
suburhan traffie wonld jw,tify the n»tking- of the 
line. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\IciL\VRAITH asbxl whv 
that railw~ty was put down as from Brisbane t·;, 
Cabooltun~ and (}ynlpie, when the RlH'Yey cmn­
meucecl at 'l'nombul. "'as n d·mble !in<' to be 
mnde from Toombul to the ter;uinal station at 
Brisbane? 

Tbe ~lL'i'ISTER FOH IYOHK:-:> said the 
money would only be expended from the junction 
at Toon1bnl to Caboolture and H~vmpie. 

~Ir. KELLl':TT said the ;\-Jiuister for \Vorks 
had tol<l the Committee that he would ad dse the 
laying <1own of Ile\V liue.-: Oll tlH' wide gauge. 
Xow tenders h~td been calle<l for the railway 
from Stantborpe to the border of X ew South 
\\'ales, awl in n drty or t"·n the tinlP woulel 
expirf' for opening then1. HP thought it would 
he d0•imble to com .. irler whether that new 
line ~honld be alterpd to the wit le grwge, Ro as 
to LJl'e\'ent it being 1nadf' o\·er agaill ·he fore the 
tenders were opener!. Tlmt would only cause a 
short deJa~-, awl it wonl<l be a pit~· to go 011 with 
that line on the nal'l'nw gauge. 

The ~Il::\'ISTEH F<m \VOHKS ,aid the 
tenders for the line fr.nn :-:ltanthnrpe tu the 
border would Ue opene(l 011 Eriday. Perhap:-~ the 
better pla.n w<~nld lJe 11ilt to ope'n them~ a.nd to 
inYitP thoHe who had :.;eut in tender::; to put iu 
fn~sh ol!P,-: for thE greater width. lt tnight 
he accom pJi,herl in th.>t way, but he did not 
think, if they were to lwxe a wide-g:tnge line, it 
would he fair to open the tenders for th<' :i feet li 
inch gn..ug-f'. 

The Hox. Slit T. :\lciL\\'JL\ITH said he 
undm·stood that the 11 iniRter's determination 
wn.~ to hring· thP hrnnd ~·ang-P ~.lf 4 fPf't. ~~ inches 
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up to Stanthorpe. Of conrse, now that they had 
adopted the broad-gauge policv thev conld not 
commence it tno soon. The 'traffic would be 
worked I~mch more conveniently, and it would 
be a saving to cmnrnence rnaking all the new 
extensions on the broad gang·e. There they 
would find the convenience of it at once, bec,~u;;e 
the broad-gauge line from New South \Vales 
could. Le worked right through tn Stanthorpe, 
and It would not interfere with the junction. 
In. fact, the. junction could be made at any 
pomt, and 1t would Le a very caS~' matter 
to arrange with the New SOl1th \\'ales Oov­
ernment to work the traffic through to Stan­
thorpe. He was glad that the J\lini,ter for 
\Vorks had made up his mind to the broad 
gauge. rrhe Engineer could, of cour:-;e, <.Hh it-5e 
him whether it was not pGssilJle tu accept tl.e 
tenders which lutd been called for. It was a 
schedule of prices contmct, and where the prices 
~vere pro':ided for there would not be much wrong 
m acceptmg the tenders and arranginn· that the 
additional quantities should be paid for at the 
schedule prices. The important thing to know 
was that the broad gauge was to he carried from 
Stanthorpe to the border. 

The PREJYIIEH said he could not admit 
that the railway policy of the colony was to be 
changed in consequence of the conversation that 
afternoon. The hon. member had assumed that 
the colony had now adopted the 4 feet t-:J, inch 
gauge for lines from so-and-so to so-and-so.- The 
colony had done nothing of the kind. All that 
had been agreed to ""'" that the Government 
would take care that they would not spend 
money which would be wasted in the event of 
t~e.colony adopting the broad gauge of 4 feet 
8" mches. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\IdLWHAITH >aid he 
understood quite <lifferently. He had understood 
the }linister for 'Works to sav that the line from 
Stanthorpe to the border wm1ld be made on the 
broad gauge. The :Minister had not committed 
himself to laying down the rails, but he had 
committed himself to making the road itself Jtnc! 
all the brid'les and cui verts for the 4 feet H!, inch 
gange, and to lay dovvn the rails whenever- they 
chose to do so afterwarck 

The COLONIAL TREASlTRElt said he 
would point out that to adopt the 4 feet 8!, inch 
gauge for the lines would alter the whole com­
plexion of the Loan J"~timates. 

Hmwt:RABLI£ :VIE:.VIBEHS: Hear, hear! 
The COLONIAL TREASURlUt said he 

~bought_ the idea of a lmmd gaupe was very good 
If practiCable, but many questwn;; wonld arise 
which had not Leen fuliy anHwered. Take for 
instance, the expensive lJriclge acruHs the 1:iver 
at lndooroopilly. He thonght tlmt bridge was 
not calculated to carry a roadway of 4 feet i\!; 
inches, and even if it were he was not certain of 
its stability to carry a heavier traffic. As his hon. 
colleague _the Premier had said, he tlwught the 
conversatiOn that aft.emoon could be regarded as 
little more than indicating an opinion of hou. 
n_Jembers of the desirability of introducing· at some 
tune a change of gauge. Bnt if they iusisted on 
it now the whole of the Governmeut~vorks of the 
colony wuuld be delayed for an indefinite period. 
He trnsted that the works wonlrl be provided 
for, and that as far as 1 •ossihle the 4 feet 8.\ inch 
gauge would be intrndnced where convelliont. 
He hoped it would not be understoorl that the 
works were to be delayed, and the money ex­
pended solely for the constrnction of railways of 
4 feet 8~ inch gauge. 

The HoN. Sm T. :\luiLWIL\JTH said it 
was useless their Jn·c,posing that the!· "hould take 
down the Indooroopilly Rridge at present. As for 
the cylindeJ·s, they \Ynnld stand a <lonble line on 

the 4 feet 8~ inch gang-e. He did not think it vms 
a very deRultorv dil-'Ctlf'Rion since the l\Iinister fnr 
\Vorks had act;1ally consented to widen the liHe. 
It ;;eemecl tn be pretty well fixed. 

Mr. };'OXTON said that, notwithstanding 
what haJ fallen from the Colonial Treasurer and 
tlw Premier, he sincerely trusted that when the 
construction of that line "as proceeded with 
certain L·ortimm of it should be made tu take the 
.f feet 8~ inch gauge at BOlllB future time; that 
such pm·tions as could not be afterwards altered 
without c<•nsidemllle expense should be laid down 
to receive that gauge~such, fur instau~e, a:-; 
bridges, tmmek cui verts, and matters of that 
sort. He understood from his hon. friend the 
hon. niember for ::\laryhorongh, 1\Ir. AuneiLl', 
that there was not the slightest difficulty in the 
wa.y of having it <lone, 8\'en under the contract 
'" it would be when the tenders were opened, 
owing to the fact of there being scheduled 
]Jrices and it seemed to him that the mere 
matter of the increased width of bridges and 
cui verts wonld not be such a serious matter 
as to render it likely that the Estimates would 
be very greatly increased. He might men­
tion thR,t there waR an agitation going on 
immediately acn>.'H the border, for the pur­
pose of runuing the narrow gauge into 'feuter­
field, which w;" a very extraordinary thing, and 
they would take the wind out of their sails by 
constructing the culverts and bridges upon that 
particular section of the line so as to re­
ceive the broader gauge. That would settle 
the qne'4tion of gauge"' as between the two 
colonies for all time to come. The question 
waH, what would be the increase on the cost? 
He wonld point out that that was the only 
line in which the necessity existed for the 
increased width of gauge. 1\o doubt it would be 
Yery desirable, as the hon. memlJer for Towns­
ville harl pointed out, to have a wider gauge 
upon the railway to Gyrnpie, but in the other 
case they were going to connect the ~ ew South 
'Vales raihn.ys with their seaboard, and how 
could they do it better than by adopting the 
wide gauge upon tlmt line? He would particu­
larly re<tuest the hon. :\Jinister fur \Yorks to give 
the matter his most serious attention. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he could not understand 
hem. gentlemen asking the JYiinistry to consent to 
that without consideration. There was no doubt 
that it would entail au increased cost. He had 
no objection himself til sec the culverts and tun­
nels on that line u,acle sufficieutly wide to recehe 
th:1-t traffic ; but there were other considerations. 
The :\linistry would have to make provision for 
rolling-stock for the prtrticnlar line, which was a 
very serious item. He could understaBd the 
arglnnent of the hon. gentleman who last MlJOkP, 
that it was desirable to have the gauge "" that 
it coulcl run into New South \r ales ; but he did 
not Ree any object in lnying sleeper::;, etc., 
unler:~~ they were going to adnpt the \Vid~r 
gunge at once. There wa:; no doubt that \Vh(:'ll 

tbey were in a position to have the necessary 
rolli~:g·-stock upon that gauge they would have 
to put new sleepers down, and he hoped hon. 
gentlemen did nnt think it was the intention of 
the Committee to give the Minidry authority to 
run the4 fePt R~ inch gnuge from Stanthoq1e to the 
bnnlrr, l1_ecuuse t}u~ break of gange would take 
plnue at ~tauthoqJe, the RHille a.'"- it \vould now. 

:\lr. lJOX.\L DSOX said he trnsted that the 
cby wm; nnt far di,t,mt when they would luwo a 
broader gauge th"·" they hnd at pre,ent in (lneens­
htiHl r:l he rate of carriage npnn the Tail way:; uf 
(-{nePn:-:LuHl wa:-; 1nneh ~TPater than in any of 
thE> other eolonk'-;, nnd whenPver U.JllJliration was 
nw.cle t<> tlre department for a redneti<~n the 
l'f'(_llte'•t \Yfl~ nhray~ n1Pt \Yith the: reply that 
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their railways being of a light character-not 
able to carry heavy loads-they could not afford 
to take goods at a cheaper rate than they were 
doing now. J!'ortheinformationofmembers he bad 
noted down a few item,; showing the difference in 
the cost of caniage in this colony and in New 
South vV ales, for the same distance. The cost of 
the carriage to Mitchell-which was the furthest 
extension of the ~V estern line-of galvanised 
iron was £8 h. Sd. per ton. If they se11t 
a single ton upon the New South \Vales line 
for the same distance it woultl edst !::4 lGs. lOcl. ; 
awl in the event of a single truck of six t01m, it 
would be sent at £3 per ton, a difference of 
£5 lH. Scl. lt tlid not nmtter what quantity wa,; 
sent in Queensland, the coot per ton was exactly 
the same. Iron bars were £8 lH. Sd. per ton in 
Queensland, and £G Os. 7 d. in New South \V aleo. 
]fencing wire and netting, which were cheapest 
to send along Queensland lines, cost £5 2s. Gd. 
A single tun in Xew South \Vales would coAt 
£4 los. lOd., and by sending a truckload of six tons 
it would cost £3 per ton. There were a number of 
other items. :Flour cost £8 ls. 8d. in Queensland 
and £15s. 5d. in New South vV ales. He would call 
particular attention to that item-the difference 
between £8 ls. Sd. and £1 5s. 5d. Tea cnot 
£12 10s. per ton in Queensland and £8 Ss. in 
New South "\Vales. Sugar wa~ £8 ls. Sd. here, 
and £3 in New South \V ales. There was a great 
difference indeed between all those things, and 
yet the railways in New South "\Vales paid much 
better than they did here. He trusted that the 
time was not far distant when they would have 
the wide gauge here, or at all events a reduction 
in the rate of carriage. He quoted those figures 
for the information of hon. members who might 
not be aware that they were paying a higher 
rate. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he wished to know 
the decision that had been arrived at. Everyone 
seemed to be in a fog aLout what the gauge was 
to be in future. The hon. Minister for vVorks said 
that all future lines were to be made so that they 
\vould carry the rails for the 4 feet 8~ inch gauge ; 
but he understood from the Premier that that 
was not to be the case, and from the Treasurer 
also. If the line were laid down for the 4 feet 
S!J inch gauge, instead of the 3 feet 6 inch gauge, 
they were told that the Estimates would require 
to be altered. It was desirable that they should 
know from the Minister for \Yorks what he in­
tended. The Premier seemed to have a different 
opinion. 

The lVIINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
spoke only for himself, giving his own opinion. 
He could not do as he liked. He did not think 
the cost of building the broader gauge would be so 
very great, as the Government of New Smlth 
"\Vales got their railways coustructecl as cheaply 
as Queensbnd did. The question was not one of 
laying down the line but of providing the requisite 
rolling-stock, which would be a considerable 
item. 

The Ho~. SIR T. MciLWllAITH said the 
cost of the rolling-stock was a good de~1 less in 
proportir>n to the a.nwunt of traffic that passed 
over the line. The more the :Minister for \Vorks 
investigated the matter the more clearly would 
he see that the only difficulty was in changing 
the gauge of the pre~~ent lineH. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS sai'l he was 
perfectly satisfied that they would not he able to 
compete with the other colonies until they had 
a broader gmlge. The New South "\Vales Gov­
ernment could carry a load and a-half for every 
load we could, and could therefore carry goods at a 
cheaper mte. ::Yiany people complained about 
the freights in thi.s colony, but with our light 
lines it was impost<ible tn compete with Kew 
South \Vales. 

~fr. DOXc\LDSOK said he omitted to men­
tion jn"t now that the charge for the carriage nf 
wool in New Smlth \\'ales was 10s. for the same 
di <tance they hnd to pay 30s. for iu Queensl~ncl. 
Hon. members must not run away with the 1clea 
that those were competing lines on which thnt 
rate was charged in K ew South vVales, as they 
were in the southern part of the colony. He 
wished to point out tlu1t if the wool was forced 
fmm Queensland into another colony through 
the high rate of caniage here, the whole trade of 
the south-western district would go with it. 

;\[r, XOHTO::-\' said he did not wish to discms 
thu general f-iubjeet of change of gauge, hut he 
would like to know whet her anything- was settled 
in reg-ard to the Stanthorpe line ? 

The PHE::YIIJo:R: We are on the Gympie line 
now. 

Mr. XOH'J'O='i saili he was aware of that, hut 
he wanted to ]Joint out that if the ordinary 3 feet 
6 inch o-auo·e was continued to the border it 
would le~d tu the formation of a township there, 
which would have the effect of injuring both 
Stanthorpe and Tenterfield. If the two lines 
\Vere the sarne gauge, a suwJI station w<:uld be 
sufficient there, and there would Le no mduce­
ment to create a new township ; there would 
be no necessity for the erection of costly station 
buildings. 

The PREMIER said it was quite impossible to 
annmmce that evening an entirely revolutionary 
change in the railway policy of the country. 
'J'he Government had undertaken to take the 
matter into consideration, and it required a very 
great deal more consideration than had been 
given to it that evening. They required a good 
deal more information on the subject. In hi" 
opinion the change of gauge \vould _involve an 
expense of 50 per cent. additional. He had not 
the means of forming a conclusion on that sub­
ject now, as he had not. sufficient information 
before hhn. T'he Governrnent, however, under~ 
took that in constructing future lines on which 
the broad-gauge rolling-stock was likely to n~n 
they would see that thev were constructed m 
such a way that when they determined to change 
the gauge it would be done without much expense. 

Mr. ;roRDAN asked whether the<iympie line 
would be made for the broad gauge? 

'J'he PREMIER said it was quite impossible 
to say that. It was possible that the result of 
altering the gauge on the Gympie line might 
involve an additional expense of .£500,000 or 
£1:i00,000. It might or might not. 

Mr. ,JOHDAN S>lid he did not mean to ask 
whether the line would be built on the 4 feet 8~ 
inch gauge, but whether provision w.ould be I?ade 
for the broad gauge by constructmg cuttmgs, 
tunnels, and bridges of a sufficient width. 

The PREMIER said it was not a question of 
width of cuttings or banks. It was a question 
of curves. They knew perfectly well that in 
mountainous countries the 3 feet 6 inch gauge 
was adopted, because it could be built very much 
cheaper, the curves being umde with so much 
less radius. There would he no difficulty, how­
ever, on that po.int, so far as the lengtl: of line 
authorised clul'Ing the present sesswn waH 
concerned. By the time further plans were 
submitted to the House, the Government 
would be in the possession of more h:fOl'­
mation tlu1n they had at the present t1me, 
and would also know whether the curves 
were such as woul<l suit the broader gauge. 
He 1night n1ention that no question \Vas 
deserving CJf rnore seriouK consideration than 
that of altering the gauge of their r.ailways. 
In eYery other country such a qnestwn wH 
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not <lecided without full di:;ct~tision, full inqniry, 
and full information from all pos:;ible sonrces. 
lt could not be determined that evening. 

The Ho-;, Srn T. MciL\YILUTH said the 
hqn, gentleman greatl.v exaggei'Etted the amonnt 
of money th:tt would bave to he expended when 
he ~ng-gf·~tefl that the U-ynq ,ie line 1night co:-)t 
£300,000 or £!;00,000 tnore. 

The PRE:\UgR: J sf1.id ;)0 per cent. more. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\IclLWR,.UTH sui<! he 
nnder~tond thP hon. gentlelllnn to sny £;)00,000 o1· 
£;jQ0,000. 

The P R~::VlLEH : The hon. gentlet1wn 1nis­
under8tood Inn. I Kaid tlu:.: cof-l.t might bt:::. inereasPd 
.GO per cent. 

The Hox. Sru '1'. :V[cTL\\'KUTH "<tiel the 
hon. g·entleman e\ag-gcra.ted thP- additit~na,l e"':­
pen~e of 111aki11g curre~ l':.'Uitable for thH lwoad 
g-auge. He (Sir T. lV1eflwrf1.ithJ nnd,,t·stood that 
the Ylinh.;ter fm· \York"' was agreea,hle to have 
the line to Cahonlture HO constructed, so far a:-.; 
cnttings, bridges, rmd enlvPrt.-:; we1·e concena''l, 
tha.t it could easily ho lllC~de to recei ,·e the broad 
g:tnge when it waB dAtenniJwtJ to alter the gang-e. 
Th,,t the House had nnt decider] to adopt the 
hrnad gauge he kne\v, hut it \Va~ Hllf!~e~ted that 
steps shonld he taken in that direction, and to 
thf1.t the Minister for \V<>rks had a~reed. 

Qnestion pnt and iJ<lR:o:;ed. 

Hon. members, during the diocn'"i'm on the 
pres.,nt Loan };stinmtes, had ·Stf1.tecl thf1.t that 
rrtilH ;ty '\Vas }Jromi:-3ed at a.. ba1!quet given to 
th,c l\1 inistry by tbe people of Cleveland. He 
deuied tlmt. He maintained that tha late 
.:VIinistry led the people of the district to infer 
tha.t th'ey were entitled to the railway, and 
they crtrri8rl ont the. Rnrvey which was now to be 
seei1 in the J':ngineer's off.i'Ce~that waR for more 
thm1 half-way to Cleveland. AlLhongh t~e 
BamB a.rgnn1entJ-3 h0-d been n:.;:;~d n..s w;re used _rn 
reference to the HanJgate hne pre,·rous to rts 
mnstructinn-namely, lhf1.t it would not ]my-­
lw ""'"convinced tbat if the Cleveland line was 
ennstructed it would pay as well f1.S any line in 
Qneem.!and-qnite a., well as the Sa.ndgate line . 
He wtt~ not going into the f_llleRtion of gauge, but 
he was <ptite •atisfied tlmt the present gauge 
wo:t!d answ"r all the pnrposeR of that line. 

:\fr. ST I<: V J<::'\80.'\ : I. Rhnuld think so. 
:Vir. BrCKLAXlJ: But he wa:; convinced 

that in a few vears tbey would hnve to dupli­
cate the line. A great deal had beeu Hair! with 
referenee to the 4 feet 8~ inch gaug-e. He would 
point ont that in England they had met the 
rerp1irenwnt:.; of the narrow gange in this way: 
The (;-rent \Vestern line was a 7 feet g-auge, 
but the~' met the requirement' of the mineml 
traffie in \Vale<> hy pntting- do-wn an extra 
rail between \\"ale& ,md the metropoliH. To a 
larg-e ex Lent that could be done in Queens­
lan~l where extra mils could be laid. His belief 
wa., that before long· they would have to adopt 
the 4 feet H.~ inch gn .. ugP towards the X ew South 

'rhe COLONIAL TRK.\.SFHER movRd that , 
there be granted by way of lnf1.n "' sum of ! 

!:SO,OOO for the construction of a mihnw from 
Bri~lmne to Clevelm1d, and said thf1.t. line wonld 
proba.l,]y prove :JH grJod a pa:dn~· line as the 
ra.ilwa,y frn1n Bri~b:-tne to Sanrlga.te. 

1\"ah's L<mfi,r. He lmd gref1.t pleasure in .sup­
prn·ting the mi!wf1.y to Cle,·el:tnd, and he hoped 

i there would be no oppokition to it. 
The Ho-;. ,J. .:Vl. 1\L\CROSRA:'\: Is tlut the 

Engineer·~ eKtirrutte? 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS said the 
Engineer had rna.de no e.">tiruat"". He 1night 
infonu hon. llleJllbtw.-;-

The PH.E:IHER: This is the .Engineer's 
estimate. 

The :VII:'\ISTEH FOR IVOTIKS snid he 
fnund that thf1.t was the Engineer's estimate. 

The Hox. ,J. M. :MACROSSA:'\ aeked 
whether the line went to Lvtton, nr in whf1.t 
direction did it go? · , 

The MIXISTJ'~R FOR WORKS said it was 
not definitely fixed. 

_\fr. NTEVEXSO:'\ askecl whether any survey 
hf1. 1 l>een mf1.de? ' · 

The ~IIXJSTJ•:R I<'OH WOHKS replied that 
11. smvey lmd been made pnrt of the way; lmt it 
htLd not been e;o1npleted. 

The Ho-;, Sm T. MciL\VRAITH f1.slwcl on 
what information the Engineer had made his 
estiruate ·~ 

The PHE:\HER said they all knew the 
cnnntry between Brishane and Clevelm1d. 
'I'here could be no diHieultiRs nbont the line; 
there were no big mountain;-; on the route. The 
country was nea.rly level all the wny, ::;o that 
it was not difficult to estirnn.tP the cost. 

The Ho-;. S1R 'I'. :\fciLWRAITH ,,cj,J the 
hon. D1Plnber IIPed nPt a~snn1e thn,t bonneing 
tnue. I--Ie could nnderstttnd the Pretninr n1aking 
an efltimate nf » railwav from there to the moon. 
\Vhat he (Sir T. Mcllll'mith) want.ed to know 
\\' ,t~ on what the l~ngineer ha.d base( l hi.-; e:Jti1nate? 

:\lr. BFCKLA~D said that in 1882 he moved 
that a :-nun Le }Jlaced on the Loan Estinw .. te::> for 
the Hlll'I'AY of f1. line from Bri;;b,uw tn Cleveland 
,.;,z Hermnant and Lytton. :\Ir. JYlacros.snn, 
then Minister for \Vorks, promised the survey, 
1\1!\.l it bad \)o~n COlll pletec( i>S far ft.S !;ytton, 

The Ho-;. Nrn T. ::\IciLWRAITH ""'id the 
hnn. gentleman lmd mf1.de "' stf1.tement with 
regar·,{ to the late ~Iini,try thf1.t he ;vas not 
jn,titied in mf1.king. The extent to wluch they 
W<'nt was the snn·ey to Lytton ; but to have 
"'"ked them to commit themselves to the line in 
the hope that some other :Ministry would m:;ke 
it would have heen just the menns of preventmg 
them doing it. He would tell the hon. member 
wlmt he thought about the line, and that was 
that it was "' pure piece of extmvagance. He 
thnnu·ht it was a. hee lnncheon-auctioneer's line. 
\Yhv~in the nf1.me of common sense they should 
be U:"ked to make "' line to a pl;;ce like Cleveland 
in the pmsen1l position of the colony he did not 
k11o\\·. If it '\\UK to suit ~ome fanners, as a 
porti<>n of the line would do, t.hen it would . be 
riaht ennu .. ·h ; but to take 1t to a plf1.ce hke 
Cleveland ~'as a different thing altogetiJPr. And 
then the idea of making "' new pier ther·e ! \Yhy, 
he had bt"ell there scores of time., and bf1.d never 
seen a son] on the pier except when he stepped. on 
to it himself. The o11ly j t"tific'~ttion fur malnng 
a pier at all would be if they had first mooe a 
railway. 

Mr. BUCKLAX J) sairl the pier or jetty was 
erected some yearR ago, and was in \·ery bad 
condition now.· It co.-.t a large anJunnt of rnoney, 
and he believed t.h:tt the leader nf the Uppoilitiou, 
when f1.t the beacl of the late :\Iinistry, promised 
tn put a ~11111 on the next Loan .Estilnates for a 
new one. 

The HoN. Sw T. :\lciLWHAITH: To whom 
did I nmlce that promise? 

'Ylr'. BGCKLA~U :;air! he believed, though 
he was not sure thf1.t it was to n dcpntf1.tion of 
re"idents in Cle~ebnd. The line would give 
great fa.eilities to 1nany agricnltnrists and 
sngar-pla..ntert:; in the di-:trict, and he was sure 
the settlers there would reap a gr'eat f1.d ,-"'ntage 
frmu it. In addition to thf1.t, many mannff1.c· 
tories were bein:; stm·ted between Hemnmnt and 

, Sonth Brisbane, and he was certain that those 
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inJustries would go a long way to make the line 
pay, in addition to the large amount of settle­
ment which had taken place. 

:\fr. STEVENSON said that, in the present 
condition of the colony, the proposal to make 
a rail way to Cleveland was not only a piece of 
extravagance but a. 8heer waste of n1oney. 
Nothing had been Raid to show that the railway 
wa~ wanted, nor had they been informed how 
many people there were at Cleveland. His own 
belief was that there were not enough t<> form a 
decent deputation amongst the lot. \Vhen they 
got to Cleveland it was only a mud-hole ; it \V.ts 
not tit for a watering-plaee. Although it was of 
no use protesting against the line, still he could 
not help saying that while there were so many 
IJlaces in the colony \V here railways 111ight he 
111ade that would be uf some use to the people, 
it wa' a pul'c Wi<ste of money to make a line like 
tl1at. " 

The HoN. Sm T. 1\[cLL WRAITH ;;aid that 
when the Colonial Treasul'er intrmluced the 
ite!n he sai~ the object of the line was to supply 
Bnsbane w1th another watering-place. Had the 
line been intended to serye the purpose of 
Hettlers about Lytton there might have been 
HOmething to say for it. But he could not 
unrlerstand the n~cessitv for a line from Brislxtne 
t() Cleveland-a narrow" peninsula with a mud­
holA on either side of it. It was simply a line 
for the benefit of certain property-holders, and 
not for the goon of the people. In fact there 
were no people there, and the line would be a 
waste of public money. He would support a 
line down to the farming districts which were 
not far from there, hut he certainly could not 
support a line to Cleveland. Besides, there 
was another watering-place for Brisbane to be 
provided for further on- f:louthport- which 
he intended to support. The Colonial Trea­
snrpr's only argument in favour of the pro­
posal was that because the line to Sandgate 
paid therefore a line to Cleveland would also pav. 
The South port line stood on a different footing, 
because it went through a fair agricultural dis­
trict. It was perfectly clear that the Cleveland 
rail way was to be made purely in the interests of 
speculator< in property, and not for the interests 
of the producing part of population in that par­
ticular district. 

}fr. T. CA:YIPBELL asked whether the line 
would go direct from Brisbane to ( :leveland, nr 
whether it would go tn Cleveland n:,1 Lytton? 

The MINISTER FOJ't WORKS replied that 
the line would go direct from Brisbane to CleYe­
i<nd. 

.\lr. BLACK said that after what thAy had 
heard, it was necessary that they shonlrl have 
some more information as to the probable 
traffic on that line, anLl as to \vhere tho~e 
factories were situated which were likely to con­
siderably swell the returns. He lmd not beAn 
t" Cleveland by land, but, viewing it from the 
water, it seemed ahout the most unsuitable place 
that could _have been selected for a watering­
place, especmlly when there waB Sand gate on one 
side of Brisbane and Southport on the other. 
The Committee should not pass the vote unless 
good reasons were gh~en a::; to the necessity for 
thA expen(liture, especially ~tR, judging frorn other 
milways ahout l3rishane, the £SO,OOO would 
JH'uhably have to be increasorl to £100,000 before 
the work wa:-; iini:;hed. \Vhat wrts the arnount 
of tratlic likely to be? \Vhat number of people 
were there, and what amcations did they follow? 
\Y ere there any reasonable grounds for believing 
th:tt the line would pay ? If a third watering­
place was made near Brisbane the tra.ffic of some 
of the others must fall off. It did not follow 
th;tt beoa.qse the Sm1dgate line wa~; a highly 

remunerati \'e one, therefnre a line to a third 
watering-place wonld be an equally ren1nnerative 
one. The population of Brisbane was not likely 
to increase in the same proportion as the lines to 
watering-places. Therefore it would be dec;irable 
to know what probable returus might be ex­
pected from the line to Cleveland, or whether it 
was simply to be con"tructed for the purpose of 
enhancing- the val11e of the property of certain 
property-holders at CleYebnd, or on the road 
thither. 

.:\lr. 'r. CA~IPBELL said that as a X•)rthern 
member he objected tn tlw construction of that 
line, and he objected to it on hir and reasonable 
ground~. rrhe line nli;;ht be called a line of 
convenience, but considering that the western 
and northern ]J<Jl'tions of thfl eolony, and 
especially the electomte which he represented, 
were languishing for wc.tnt of railway Colnn1unica,~ 
tion, he felt bound tn enter his pmtest against 
it. It .seetned very 1nnch a~ if smne outside 
pressure had been brought to bear upon 
the Minister for \YorkR. He had enough 
confidence in the hon. gentleman's integrity to 
believe that had he been left tu his own opinion 
he would have put his foot upon such a scheme; 
and he also believed that if the Colonial 
Treasurer had gi \Ten hiH unbiassed opinion upon 
the matter he would neYer ha Ye said that the 
rail way was required. He therefore asked the 
:\Iinister for \Vorks to state the reasons why the 
rail way should be constructed. As far as he 
could see, there was not the slightest reason for 
making it, except for the benefit of a few 
pmperty-holderH; and as a Northern member he 
begged to enter hi:5 protest against it. 

The ::W:IKISTER I,'OR WORKf:l said that 
if the hon. member had been in the House when 
the Sandgate line was uncler discnssi,m he \\'ould 
ha,·e used exactly the smne arguments against 
it as he had used against the proposed line to 
CleYeland. The Government that built the 
Sandga,te line were under the impreRsion when 
they commenced the work that it would never 
pay. He (the Minister for Works) was fully 
convinced that the Cleveland railway would pay 
far better than the Sandgate Hailway. There 
would be a large amount of passenger traffic. He 
hoped the lwn member woulclnnw be satisfied. 

The Ho~. ,J. 2\L MACROSSA~ said the 
hou. gentlemttn said that members of the late 
Government did not believe the Sandgate line 
would pay. \Yell, some of them did, and some 
did not, but that was only a difference of 
opinion. The Clevelan<l line was to be twenty­
fnur n1ile8 iu length, and 1nore than £80,000 was 
asked for it. \Ya~ that the Engineer's esthna,te? 
Ko survey had been made beyond Lytton, yet 
the hon. gentlenw,n :;aid the line wa.s going direct 
frmn Rrh::baoe. llov;, he wonlcl ask, had the 
estimate been arrived at? Anybody could guess 
at the probable cost of a railway, but it was only 
a mere gue-:s. The line wa,; estimated to cost 
£3,300 per mile, but he asked the }Iinister 
for \Vorks who estimated that cost, and whether 
that included the cost of bnd resmnptions ~ 

The ~IIKISTEH : They are all going· to give 
the land. 

The HoN . • T. M. ::VIACitOSSAX said, was 
there an engagement to that effect'! Tf not, it 
would lw found that the people woulcl do no such 
thing a~ soon as they ~aw the contraet waR let. 
The late tlnvernment were disappointed in one 
or two cases in the same way, and from his (Hon. 
,J. J\I. 2\lacrossan',) experience, he would advise 
the hon. gentleman to have written engageiuent.~ 
with the people who were going to give uv the 
land. He should say, judging by the price of 
16-perch allotment,, that they wou!tl require 
vW~' high vrices for tlwir laud. Out uf tbu 
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£80,000, ~tations, rolling-stock, and the usual 
accompaniments of railwuys woulcl have to be 
found, and very likely the £80,000 W<mlcl be in­
creased to £110,000 or £120,000 before the line 
was openecl. He die! not think they were 
justified in spencling that amount of money on 
such a line. It was too mnch to pay for a 
watering-place, when tbey were nlso provicling 
for one at South port ; ancl because the Sandgate 
line had been successfnl, it must not be thot1ght 
that that line was going to be eqn:1lly successful. 
It must not be inmginecl that the whole of the 
three railways to the watering-places would pay, 
or that the traffic upon one of them would not 
dwindle away. He should oppose the motion, 
and hoped the Committee would not p:1ss it. 

Mr. JORDAN saicl he hoped the Committee 
would pas• it, and he thought they would. He 
believed the line would pay quite as well as 
the Sandgate line. There was no accounting­
for taste. Some people thoug-ht Sandgate 
the most wretched place in the colony, 
and would rather travel twentv-four miles 
to Cleveland than half the ·distance to 
Sandg-ate. Cleveland had been graphically 
described by the leader of the Opposition as 
a wretched mud-hole, yet there were many 
persons who thought it the most attractive 
watering-place within fifty miles of Brisbane. 
He did not think the line would lessen the traffic 
on the Sandgate line. It would create traffic 
and would afford facilities to the 34,000 people of 
Brisbane and its suburbs to get away fmm the 
hot weather, breathe the fresh a.ir, and recruit 
their health. No line that had been projected 
was likely to pay any better than the Cleveland 
line. He verily believed that if he asked the 
member for Townsville the question, "Do you 
think the line will pay 3~ per cent. ?" he would 
say "Yes." The hon. member opposecl it 
because it was part of the Government scheme ; 
but he (Mr. Jordan) would like to see that 
scheme carried out intact, ancl he hoped no hon. 
member on his side would help to break it up. 

Mr. I'\ORTON said the hon. member was 
labouring under a clelusion if he thought the 
member for Townsville would say that he 
believed the line would pay 3h per cent. One 
matter the hon. member overlooked was, that 
the great inducement for people to go to Sand gate 
was that they could get backwards and forwards 
in the day, and live there without interfering with 
their business; but if it came to travelling twice 
the distance very few people indeed would under­
take the journey in the day. He was sure that 
if the hon. member took the matter into con­
sideration he would come to the conclusion that 
he was judging rather rashly, and tlu1t the 
Cleveland line would not pay anything like the 
percentage that the Sanclgate line waH paying. 
He (Mr. Norton) was not one who pretended to 
saythatSanclgatewaea beautiful place; bHt people 
when they had half-a-day could go clown there 
with ease. 'l'hey went on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and holidays, which thev could not very well do in 
the case of Cleveland. He reallythoug-htthehon. 
member had not taken that view of the matter into 
consideration ; that he was rather too sanguine 
and that his anticipations would not be realised. 
He was quite sure the Cleveland line would not 
pay 1!J per cent. 

The COLONIAL TREASCRER said he was 
inclined to think that the line would be a verv re­
munerative one indeed. and he did not think hon. 
gentlemen attached sufficient importance to it. It 
was a suburban line radiating from Brisbane, and 
would carry population throughout its course. 
People resided along these suburban rail wa.y 
lines, and the season tickets from residents along 
the lines were in themselves a very considerable 

source of profit. He anticipated that the same 
result would be brought about as in the case of 
the Sr,mlgate line. The whole distance between 
Sandgate and Brisbane was now very like a street 
with the people settled along each side of the line, 
an cl a permanent source of revenue accrued from 
the residents along the route. Well, the same 
would be the result with the Cleveland line. There 
was another feature of the case : that not only 
was it very good country for suburban residence­
and would no doubt carry a large permanent 
population, but the line would give very great 
facilities to fanners and others \Yho were very 
thickly settled in Bulimba and Tinqal pa; parishes 
which contained some very v:1luable agricultural 
land. Agricultural settlement on the Sandgate 
line was not conveniencecl at all by the railway. 
The Sandgate line was a marine line of 
railway and a convenience to suburban 
dwellers, but the people of South Brisbane, 
who formed a lare,;e percentage of the city 
population, would find Cleveland a more 
convenient resort than Sanclgate. The line 
would also be a very great convenience to 
f:trmers and others in Tingalpa and Bulimba 
and the agricultural districts about Brisbane 
which had not yet been opened up by railw:1y. 
The line had a great deal to recommend it, and 
he was convinced that no suburban line could in 
time fail to pay. 

Mr. XORTON said that many of the people 
in the districts mentionecl by the hon. member 
did not live on the direct line to Cleveland; they 
would be seventl miles from the railway. It 
would not pay such people to use the railway. 
\V hen they had gone to the trouble of getting up 
a horse and putting it in a cart, they would drive 
right into town anclnot make use of the railway. 
He did not know much about the country, and 
he would not say there were no farms, or no good 
farms about there; but all the country he had 
seen in passing through was sanely. 

The HoN. ,J. M. MAClWSSAX said the hon. 
m<Omber for South Brisbane seemed to think 
he was opposing the vote because it formecl 
part of thP general scheme of the Govern­
ment. He was not opposing it on that 
grouncl, but because it was a line which he did 
not believe would pay. The hon. gentleman 
thought he (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) believed it 
would pay 3~ per cent. If he thought it would 
pay 2~ or m·en 2 per cent. he would not oppose 
it. The line could not cost le;;s than from 
£100,000 to £120,000 when completed, and did 
the hon. gentleman suppose it was goiug to pay 
3~ per cent. on that, in addition to working 
expenses, especially with the Sanclgate and 
Southport lines in competition? He did not 
intend to oppose any lines but those which were 
not required at present and notlikelyto be required 
for a long time to come. He threw the re~ponsi­
bility of the large loan on the Government them­
selves. 'l'hey had a perfect right to put on 
any lines they pleased, but he had a right to 
vote against any lines he thought should not be 
made. He certainly did not oppose the line for 
the reasons supposed by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane-far from it. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said that he thought it 
was his duty to oppose the making of that line. 
He was inionnecl by the Minister for vVnrks 
that the line was to go direct to Cleveland. 
There might have been some reason for it if it 
were to go by Lytton, because in the near future 
there must be a line to Lytton. If that line 
went direct there would have to be a branch line 
to Lytton : he was certain of that. He objected 
to the line being made at all, considering that the 
northern portions of the colony were at the 
prPRent tiine languishing for r<lilway con1n1uni­
cation ; but if it were made there should be 
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!t de dation to Lvtton to ,nit settlement. For 
that and other re'asonH he had preYiously given to 
the J\Iini;;ter he oppo;;ed the vote. 

}fr. P)cL}IER sa-id that when the Minister 
fnr Work:; had a paying line like that to Sand­
gate he should not take the bread out of its 
mouth, so to speak, by building a line which 
would cut the tr:1tfic away from it. Referring 
to what the lwn. member for Cook had said, 
it would be a far better thing for the colony 
generally if that 2-lmiles were 'added on to the 
p:tltry little edension of 18~ miles on the 
Cooktown and }Iaytowu line. Tlmt would 
lH~ a tHnre 1:ational undertaking than 1naking 
Uu·ee watenng-pbces for the town. The 
inhabitants of Brisbane mnst be ,-erv elastic and 
increasing if they CDuld afford the S>tndgate line, 
the Cleveland line, and the Sonthport line all 
together. 

Mr. BJ.-"\.CK ;;aid he was determined to oppose 
the line. The Government had given no suffi­
cient reaeon why it should he con:structed. He 
had asked in vain for a list of the factories 
that were likely to send their produce to 
Brisbane; in fact, so far as he was a\vare, 
those factories were not in existence_ There 
wa.s nP large mnouut of agricultural settle­
ment in the district, and as Brisbane would be 
provided with two good watering-places-Sand­
gate at1d South port-he thought that in the pre­
sent condition of the colony that was quite as 
much as even the capital could reasonably ex­
pect_ One remark which had fallen from hon_ 
members on the other side had given him a very 
serious suspicion about the line. The htnd, it 
oe·c:med, had been given to the Government. That 
convinced him that it was just a little job got up 
by some land syndicates in and about Brisbane, 
and very likely about Cleveland, for the pur­
pose of enhancing the value of that particular 
land, quite irrespective of the wants of other 
parts of the colony, and quite regardless whether 
the line '"a;; going to do anything more than 
enhance the value of their property. 

Question put, and the Committee divided:­
Arl~:s. 26. 

.Ylessrs. Griflith, Rutledge, 3Iile~. Dicksou, Sheridan, 
Dnttou, Bruolie~, Smyth, Isambcrt. Jordan, Annear, 
Kellett., White, Bnckland, l!1oxton,. Katcs, Salkeld, 
Stevcns, Bea.t.tie, l''oote, :Jiacdona..ld-Paterson, Grimes, 
'1\ Camp bell, :J..Iacfa,rlanc, Bail~y, and. Horwih. 

Xcn:s, 12. 
Sir T. Jfcllwraith, :J.le:;;sr~. Arclter, Xol'ton, Chnbb, 

1Iaero~~an, Blaek, St.enm.-;on, Xclson. JeH~op, I;alor, 
Palmer, and ;scott. 

Question msoh-ed iu the affirmative. 
The COLOXIAL TREASURER moved that 

there be granted to Her Majesty, by way of 
loan, a sum not exceeding £175,000 to provide 
for the Extensinn of the Railway to the city and 
:Fortitude Valley. · 

'rhe Hox. Sm T. }IciL\VRAITH srtid there 
was £175,000 proposed for<> railway, and not one 
}Iinister had got a single word to say for it. 
They wanted to hear something said for it before 
they passed it. 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS said that 
that wa< one of the lines which it had f:tllen 
to the lot of the present Government to make, to 
rectify the mistakes made by the previons Gov­
ernment. \Vhen the Sandgate line was con­
structed it ought to have been taken by :Forti­
tude Valley, and not been taken away altogether 
from the 1•opulation. The hem. member for Towns­
,·ille had picked and chosen the ronte for himself, 
but it was where nohody lived. The policy of 
the present Government was to take the railway 
through the centre of the popnlntion. Hon. 
members knew very well thttt the present line 
wa:> very uircuitl)u:;, 

The HoN. SIH T. JUciL\VRAITH asked 
what was the estimate of the cost of the 
property that would have to he resumed for 
the purpose of canying out the extension to For­
titude Valley ? 

The :MINIS'l'EH FOR WORKS said he 
could not answer the question. The amount 
would no doubt be considerable, hut he could not 
give any estimate. He hoped owners would make 
reawnable claims. 

Mr. XOHTON asked in what direction it 
W>ts pre>posed to take the line ? vVas it to be 
the survey that was upon the table, or lutcl the 
hon. gentleman changed hi~ opinion? It wa~ 
rather important to know that. 

The MINISTER _FOlt \YOR.KS said the 
passenger station would be about where the fire 
brigade station was in the school reserve in Ann 
street. Then there would be a tunnel some­
where about the Scots' Church. He did not 
know whether a better site could be found for 
the station. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\IclLWRAITH said the 
hon. member said he did not know exactly how 
much the land would cost. Could he give an 
approximate idea of it? 

The MINISTEit l<'OR WORKS said he 
could only gness it. He presumed it would be 
between £GO,OOO and £70,000, perhaps mm·e. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked how 
the amount of £175,000 was to be divided? 

:VIr. BEATTIE said he hoped the amount 
would not be voted against by hon. members; 
but at the same time he trusted that the whole 
of that amonut would not be required to do 
justice in giving railway extension to the people 
of Fortitude V alley. He was satisfied in his own 
mind that if the rail way was carried out accord­
ing to the plans and specifications, two-thirds of 
that money would have to be paid for the re­
sumption of land. 

The HoN. Sm 'l'_ MciL WR-UTH : The 
whole of it? 

Mr. BEATTIE said there was a piece of land 
marked by the Engineer to be resumed for station 
purposes, in \Vickham street, which would cost 
the country not less than £GO,OOO. An hon. 
gentlmnan alongside of hirn said "X onsense" ; 
hut if that hem. gentleman had a piece of 
land there he would not take less tlmn £25 
ot· £30 a foot fur it, and he (Mt._ Beattie) 
knew th"t the )Jroprietors of land there 
would make that cbim upon the Govern­
ment. The hem. gentleman knew nothing about 
it. If he would only look at the plan he 
would see that the portion of land to he resumed 
for a station was tinted, from Brunswick street 
to Constance street, and he would allow him 
(Mr. Beattie) to know a little more about that 
locality than the hon. gentleman, who was only a 
newchnm there. He, as the member for Fortitude 
Valley, protested against any wasteful expendi­
ture upon that line, because he beli'"ved that if 
it were c<trried out as proposed by the Engineer 
it would be a wagteful expenditure_ The people 
of the Valley could be greatly benefited by 
the expenditure of one-tenth of the amount 
down on the estimate. Tbey could have the 
convenience of railway extension and a station on 
the edge of the municipality, and could also have 
an e"<tension of that line to deep water at Bulimba 
for cme-tenth of that sum. He should be very 
glacl to take the responsibility himself of con­
structing a railway from the connection with the 
Sand gate Hail way to the back )Jortion of the 
front>tges at Bulimha, for ~tt least one-tenth of 
that amount. He had not gone into the cost of 
the exten;;ion of the Southern and \Vestern line 
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to Ann street ; bnt the '""t of that 1Yunld have to 
come uut of the £175,000. If his counsels would 
have anyweif!htwith the Minister for\Vorks, and 
he believed they would rmve, no more money 
would be spent in the carrying out of rail way 
accommodation for the veople of Fortitude 
Yalley, than \nts necessary to make it a line 
that would be adnuJtageou."i to the1n, and, 
es}mcially, tlJe merca,ntile conininuity in thnt 
locality. He di<l not 1n111t to I'PJ,eat what he 
said last ui;;ht. 

The Hnx. Srn T. \JciLWIL\lTH: Hnn, 
11H~tnben; diU n(lt nudel'~tand you. 

::\fr. BEATTI E said tlte passenger station wouhl 
he to the west of Ann street, a!ougside the fire bri­
gade station, and then the line would ruu threugh 
a tnnnel under the Scots' Church, \Vharf street ; 
and would come 011t at Boundary street. Frt>n1 
there it. dropped into the centre of the section of 
land between \Vickham street ;md Leichhardt 
street, a little to the westward of the sewer, It 
t.hen ran acroRs \V a,rner 1-'trc:et. Gotha street, 
Gibbs street, Brunswick street, and Alice street, 
and stolJped in Constance street, where there was 

opinion excessive, and he saw the sameobjectcoulcl 
be obtained more cheaply, he thought it was his 
duty to bring the matter before the Committee. 
Thttt was the only reason he had for speaking in 
the manner he had done in reference to that par­
ticular Yote. He belieYed that the Government 
intended to do justice to the constituency and 
that they would not spend money they thought 
was nnnece,sary ; hut he l>elieved he could show 
thmn hy per.:mn"al oh-:ernttion aud hmpcctiun of 
thP locality that it wonld be an advantage to the 
country to spend a lm;ser ~lUll on a railway for 
the people of Fortitude V alle~·. At the s:ti1H1 

time he hoped Iron. nwmbers would Itot do auy. 
thing tlmt woulLI hamper the GoYernment. 

The PHE)J.IER saiL! he was sure the ho11. 
member's constituents would not be much 
obliged to him for askiug the Committee not to 
allow the vote to pass for ~ railway through 
Fortitude Valley. The hon. member suggested 
that the li1w should be t:tken through the V alley 
to Bulimba Heach. What uBe would that be to 
Te~ident~ in the Valley :li::i a pasBenger line~ 
1f that scheme were adopted the railway 
would describe three parts of a circle before 
it got to the town station. That was not the 
plan the Government rn·opo,ed. The scheme 
they proposed was twofold : first to bring the 
main passenger station of the Southern and 
\Vestern line to the place where it ought to ha ,.e 
been always, and where it certainly wuuhl l>e 
some day--that was in the middle' of the city. 
In Sydney they had been talking about bringing 
the line into the city fur the last twenty years, 

a station tinted pink in the ]'I an, from Bruns­
wick street to Constance street. It then 
took a sndden curYe to the 'vestward, and 
went ]Htst Bridge street, and joined the 
Sandgate Ilailway insit1e the .L\.cclimatiRatinn 
Uroumk Jt joined the Sandgate Hail way with 
bvo cur\·e~, one tn,vcu·dB St"tndgate and another 
towards Brisbane. The alternative plan he 
suggested to the ::.\rini:;ter for \Yorks was, that 
after leaving those t\':P curvet\, oue fur the down· 
ward tra.ins to Sandgate, and the other for the 
upward train:; tu Brisbane, he should take the 
railway tn the school reserve. 'fhe distance 
frmn the fe11ce at Gregnry terrace to the t<.chuol 
reserve was 17 chaius, and the di.;tance to \Vick­
ham street was 2± chains, so that by the eon­
struetion of two-thirds of a mile, :.tnd a station 

, and at la8t they w-ere going to do it, anJ at 
· twenty times the price it would have cost at 

fin<t. Then the Government also proposed to 
extend tlre line through tlte city to the Valley 
where the Sandgate line uugbt to have gone. 
That line was inteuclecl for l:.trge suburban pas­
senger traffic, but it was uo convenience tu people 

at the school reserve, they could gh-e Fnrtiturle 
' who did not live near the railway station. As a 

matter of fact, he could go to Sandgate by road as 
i quickly as by rail, and so could many other 

people. It ought not to be more than half-an­
hour's joumey from Brisbane to Sandgate. If a 
line was built fur the conveyance of passengers 
it ought to be so arranged as to get as much 
pa;senger traffic :.ts possible. Those were some of 
the reasons why the station should be in the 

1 
place decided upon by the Government. He 
believed a longer tunnel than was proposed would 

i, be an advanta~e. Tl1e hnn. gentlernan objected to 

V alley the same >tch-antages without the resump­
tion uf one foot of land that were proposed to be 
given by the pre;ent lnau. He would run the 
line from there acros,; tlr~ Breakfast. Creek road 
andWickharnstre~::t, taking it down Victoria btreet 
towards the deep water at Bulimba, and they 
would notrerruiretoresume any land in that street. 
He had no hesitation in saying that if the line 
were carried in that way it wpuld be to the 
advantage of the mercantile cmmuunity and the 
people generally, and that the lino could be con­
~tructed for one-tenth the amount set down on 
the Loan E;tinmtes. He did not intend to say 
anything- lll<>re on the <ruestion. He believed the 
Ministry saw the necessity of pro;·iding the 
people of Fortitude \'alley with railway accom­
modation, and that in deciding on the route, they 
had acted on professional information supplied 
by the Government eng·iueer. He presumed the 
:Minister had now itH;tructed him to a;cer­
tain whether he could unt find srnne alternative 
course for the line. As he (Mr. Beattie) hnd sai<l 
the previous evening, the whole of the land from i 
Boundary street to Coustance street was occupied 
bv small tradesmen who had built their little 
houses on the two sections between vVickham 
and Leichlmrdt streets, and if a strip of land two 
chains wide were reomued for the rail way in those 
two sections it would destroy the whole of their 
property. But th~t "a>; not all. Taking the 
rail way along there would not result in any 
advantage tn the ret-iidentR on the weRtern side 
of Fortitude Valley. Xor would peupleliving on 
the eastern side be benefited. He had no personal 
interest in the matter. All he wanted was railway 
communication for tl e people of Fortitude V alley 
and the mercantile cnmmuaity, who both 
demanded it. Hut when hA saw a work con· 
temr.Ja.tecl, tlw eXiJ'-'""e of ,.,.hicb waa i11 hia 

1 the quantity of land tn he re"Imed. "\Vel!, w!mt 
wns it? 'fhe total length of land to be resumed 
from the month of the tunnel, if made for the 

1 
longer distance, to Government land was about 
twenty chains, or about four acres. He (the 
Premier) did not know what was the value of land 
down there, but he did not think the small 
quantity req nired for the line would cos& such an 
enormous sum. Of conrse nu railway coulr! 
be extended into the city without destroying 
somebody's property, but that line would be run 
in such a way as only to take away a portion uf 
the b:tckyards of those properties ;vhere the land 
would have to be resumed. 'fhe line was to be 
run the whole way in a deep cutting for variou" 
reasons which need not be explained then, but 
which would be explained when the plans came 
on for consideration. It was, as he said, proposed 
to run the line in a deep cutting which would 
follow the dividing- fence between the allot­
ments so tha.t the railway would not inter­
fere with anybody. \Vhat concerned the Com­
ulittee now, howe\er, wttti uut the precise route 
to be adopted, but whether it was expedient to 
extend the line into the city, and, if so, whether 
it w<cs also desirable to extend it to Fortitude 
Vallev. If it was desirable to extend it into the 
city o~1ly, then the itel!l should b~ reduced ; but 

! if ic ·,,·;;,.considered exvedient to extend it further, 
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then the amount set dm,·n oll the E><timate" wa8 
not excestiive, anrl he believe<! it would be amply 
sufficient for the line, the station, and the land 
to be resumed. 

Mr. NORTOX said he mu,;t say there wnH a 
great deal of cnnnnon sense in what had fallen 
from the hm1. member for J<'nrtitnde Valley. 
He (::\'Ir. Xortou) did not know what was the 
feeling on that tiide of the Ootmnittee, but for his 
nwnpart he did not object to expend a sum of money 
on a line to Fortitnde Valley. He, howeYer, 
thought they onght to consider whether it was 
expedient to adopt the scheme pr<>pused by the 
Government. He w•,uld point nut th>rt the 
extension was only two miles, and that on that 
short line it was proposed to expend £175,000, 
and probably it would cost eYen more than 
that. 'When the Premier spoke just now he 
appeared to foro-et what was said hy the 
hon. member fOl' 'Fortitnde Valley as to the line 
competing with the tramway to be constructed. 
The tramway was to run out almo"t to the 
Hame place: 'and it wa,; cerbdn that if that rlid 
not serve the people there, they would not be 
served by the railwav. But the route proposed 
by the hon. member 'for Fortitude Valley would 
serve a number of people who would not other­
wise be served. 

The PRE.iYliEH : It would be no uee to any­
body. 

Mr. NORTOX : If it would he no use to any­
body, he did not think the milway would be 
any use to anybody. He looked upon tramways 
as a great convenience. In Sydney most people 
preferred them to the railway; and he him­
self always preferred to ride in them. The 
Minister for Worh on the previous night had 
said that it was not intended to build lines to 
compete with one another; hut the present pro­
posal would be one line competing with another 
·-the railway would compete with the tramway; 
and if the object was to get all the traffic pos­
sible, it would not be got if the line competed 
with the tramway. It had been pointed out by 
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley that there 
was a good deal of excavation going on at the 
Roma-street station, which was to be extended 
considerably. A large sum of money was there­
fore wanted fOl' that. But surely it was not neces­
sary to have two central stations; if they were 
going to have a tine passenger station at t* 
Normal School, what was the use of extending 
the Roma-street station? He did not object to 
a line being constructed to :Fortitude V alley ; 
but he did object to such an enormous expendi­
ture for a line two miles long, when he believed 
the people would be equally well served without 
it. 

Mr. BEATTIE said the Premier had asked 
what was the use of the station he (Mr. Beattie) 
had suggested. \Vel!, he would tell him. The 
distance between the proposed gtation on that 
plan and the station he suggested was seven 
chains ; but the latter did not touch any private 
property- only Government property. The 
Premier asked who would use the line that he 
(Mr. Beattie) suggested. Well, he did not think 
manv people would use the railway now 
prop';,sed, when they could step into a 
tramcar. The hon. gentleman said there were 
alternative plans proposed. The distance 
from the northern end of the station in Ann 
street to the northern end of the station 
in Constanc'l Rtreet was 72~ chains, and the 
Premier said that only 20 chains of land would 
have to be resumed outside the tunnel; the 
tunnel therefore would he 52,!, chains long, and 
would be a very expensive work. He did not 
wish to see the Loan Estimate" interferer! with, 
believing that thu Ministry "·.,ukl judiciousl0 

expend what money w11s reqnired; but he Wllo 
positive that i! the plan he had suggested had 
been submitted to them by the Engineer they 
would have Reen its feasibility at once, :wd 
would see that it gave the r;eople the satlle 
accommodation. The l'eople who went into 
town would not use the railway when they had 
the tramway in vVickham street. The Premier 
lmd a.sked ~vhy they should simply take into 
consideration the rJe,irabiiity of going to Bulimba. 
He (;VIr. Beattie) di<l not do sn. He took into 
con,ideration the desirability of having a. pas­
~engcr statjon for the benefit 1Jf the Jteople of:.Forti~ 
tu de Y111ley, who wanted to use the 0andgate ami 
the 8. and \Y. line. The people would have theae­
corrnnodt~tion>.~ntl the Government woulcl be placed 
in a pmd ion to construct an inexpensive line to 
Bulimba Reach for the benefit of the mercantile 
community. A great deal of money was beiug­
Bpent a.bout Brisbane for whal'fage purposes, and 
he thought it was very neceNsary ; but l1e a!Ho 
thoug-ht it wa.s the duty of the Government to 
make provisi011 for the class of ships that were 
coming rww. If tho"' ships were larger thau 
the present ones-that was, 400 feet-then they 
would find a difficulty in getting round Humbug 
Reach and Kangaroo Point. He had consulted 
with many masters, and they had told him 
that they would be glad if there was 
a public wharf somewhere about Bulimba 
Reach, so as to prevent them having to come 
round Humbug Reach and Kangaroo Point. 
He looked upon thttt as a natural dock. The 
whole of the land, he believed, fr"Jm Newstead 
up to New :Farm had l:een alienated for wharfag-e 
purposes. Even some Xortbern merchants had 
bought 400 feet river frontage in that locality. 
He thought it was the duty of the Government 
to look forward to what was one of the most 
rising suburbs in the city. If the scheme he 
suggehted \vas cnrried out, all the ad\'antageH 
desired would accrue to the people of the 
localitv. 

The' Hox . • r. }I. :YIACROSSAX said that, 
if it was considered necessary to make a railway 
into Fortitude Valley, the pror•osed line was about 
the best that could be constructed. It was not 
a new proposal at all ; it had been considered 
for years. The same line, with the exception of 
the station, was ~:ubmitted to the late Govern­
ment; but it was considered at that time that it 
would be far too expensive to construct, and 
also to maintain. It was simply a matter of 
whether the line should be taken into the Valley 
or not. The Premier thought it shonld. There 
was a difference on the question in the late Parlia­
ment. He recollected that the Engineer-in-Chief 
\vas sutnnwned to give evidence, and he waH 
submitted to a severe cross-exammation by 
the hon. gentleman, who, however, elicited 
nothing in favour of his own ideas. Both 
the Premier and the Minister for Works 
had stated that they were simply rectifying the 
errors of the late Government. If they were 
doing that, they were rectifying the errors of the 
Chief Engineer, whose opinions the Premier coulcl 
not shake in his examination. It was simply a 
matter of Ol<inion, and if there was no necessity 
at that time for making a line into the Valley 
there was still less necessity now, since the 
GoYernment had given permission for a tramway 
company to be established. That tramway 
would run rig!Jt through the heart of Brisbane 
and the V alley, and it would be an easy matter 
to bring the whole of the Valley into direct cmn­
munication with the railway by extending tlw 
tramway to the station in Homa street. The con­
struction of a railway to the river at Bnlituba was 
another matter entirely. The J.'roposed line would 
be extremely C<>stly to maintain, and would do "· 
vttst deal of injury tn the small holders <>f 
propt:rt;+ alung i1.~ line qf n'ut-e iu tht ·y,.. alky, It 
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would nevet• be made for the amount asked for ; 
the value of the land to be resumed would 
swallow the entire sum. 

The HoN. Sm T. ::VIciLWRAITH: Is it 
intended to make the station near the Normal 
Schools the terminal station for the passenger 
tratlic on the Sou~hern and W e:<~ern Rail way? 

The PREMIER: Yes. 

The Hox. Sm T. 1\IciLWRAITH: And to 
retain the present ;tation as a goods station 
solely'? 

The PRE:YIIElt: As a goods statinn princi­
pttlly. It was tt recognised necessity ir, all large 
eitie;.; to have the ter1ninal pa.~Renger station in 
tlte centre of population. 

The HoN. Sm T. ::VIciLWRAITH said he 
considered the prnpnsal an extravagant piece of 
folly. They were asked to vote £175,000 on a 
mile and a-half of milway for the supposed con­
venience of the inha.bitants of Brisbane, when it 
would be no convenience whatever, because the 
tramways would do all the work which the 
Premier considered the railway wonld g·et. 
vVith regard to great cities making their terminal 
stations as near the centre of population as pos­
sible-the hon. member seemed to consider it a 
great inconvenience to the people of Brisbane 
that they should have to travel as far as Roma 
street when they wanted to go to 'l'uowoomba; 
but in "-:hat part of London could one live-unless 
in a very disagreeable part-where he could go 
to any part of England without having to travel 
ten times the distance before reaching the central 
station? In order to lessen the distance to Roma 
treet by eighteen chf1ins they were R,;ked to incur 

an expenditure of £175,000 to bring the terminal 
station that clistance further into the town. 
As a suburban line it would be positively useless, 
because people would not travel by it; suburban 
trains would not run upon it. The whole line 
would be taken up with the main line traffic 
from Toowoomba and elsewhere. In his opinion 
the land to be resumed would cost the whole of the 
:vote; and what did they get after all? They got a 
terminal station eighteen chains further into the 
city, and a suburban line that would not carry 
any suburban traffic. He believed in the project 
of the hon. member for Fortitude V alley; and no 
doubt some day a line would be carried down the 
river on both s1des; but the present was not an 
effort in t.ha.t direction, or if it was it was a most 
expen.,ive one. If the same amount was ex­
pended, as suggested by the hon. member for 
:Fortitude Valley, by going down to the Bnlimba 
Reach and round the corner, they would get to 
valuable wharfage property that would bring 
traffic on the line. The proposed line was not 
giving any increased facilities for the export and 
import tr:>de of the city. It simply was a 
suburban line which would not take wburban 
traffic ; and it gave another terminal station for 
Brisbane, which was not wanted. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said the Minister for 
Works had acted very unfairly in giving 
£175,000 for that small aud miserable line, 
whereas he had only given £150,000 for the ex­
tension of one of the most important lines in the 
colony-that from Cooktown to Maytown and 
beyond. He should like the Minister for Works 
to explain his reasons for the great difference 
which those two items showed. 

Mr. NORTON said the proposal was a sort of 
extravagance that eYen the Minister for Works 
should blush at. It seemed an enormous sum to 
expend for a very small advantage, especially at 
a time when o~her parts of the country, which 
really ret{Uired it very much more, were crying 
out for an expenditure of th<Lt kind. He hopBd 
th~ Gu \'tH'JilliUI1t would have t]je (;'Ood sense to 

admit that the line was needless, or at least that 
they would carry it out at a much smaller cost, 
and spend the rest of the money in som<l place 
where it was more urgently wanted. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said he 
must point out that the passenger station, as it 
was now, requirerl a large expenditure for 
additional accommodation. It would not be wise 
to spend a large sum of money on the present 
terminus, and by-and-by to shift it to a more 
central position. He was satisfied that if 
the vote wa,s not carried, in five years' tin1e 
four or five titne~ the amount of money 
would have to be spent. The people werB 
bnnnd to have a station in tt more central 
place, and he believed the present was the best 
time to carry out the work. In reference to 
what fell from the !ton. member for Cook (Mr. 
Campbell) about the Cooktown Railw2.y, he 
would say that there was a considerable balance 
to the credit of that line, and he fancied ample 
provision ·was made for it to be carried on very 
nearly to lVIaytown. 

Mr. NORTON ftsked if the hon. gentleman 
could give any idea of the cost of the new central 
station? 

The MINISTER FOH WORKS: It will not 
be very costly. 

Mr. NORTON : The building and site. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said some 

land would have to be reserved for the line, 
but the proposed station would be on Government 
land on the school rBserve. It would simply be 
a passenger station ; and, as he said before, unless 
carried out now i~ would cost a considerable sum 
in the future. The present station was not large 
enough for the traffic. 

Mr. NOR'l'OK said he would ask the Minister 
why £50,000 was put down for additions to the 
central station for new offices for engineers, 
etc.-was the money to be spent on the present 
sttttinn as well as on the new station? What 
would the cost of the buildings for the new 
station be ; because, if they were not going to 
spend money on the terminal station, what 
was the use of all the excavations which 
had been going on for so many months past'! 
Surely all the labour and money expended 
upon that work was not going to be thrown 
:otway ! He knew enginee1·s did extraordinary 
things at times. :For instance, they built a 
cottage not two years ago for additional 
accommodation, and now it was being pulled 
down and being cleared away again, because 
the engineers had not the foresight to 
know what they really wanted. vVith re­
ference to what the Minister for vVorks had 
said abou~ the new central station costing in a 
few years five times the amount now proposed, he 
would point out that according t0 the Minister 
himself the land belonged to the Government. 
But if any land had to be reclaimed it might just 
as well be done at once, and make provision for 
the future. It was absurd to say that the 
station would cost five times as much in a few 
years. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he had made several 
brave attempts to get the ear of the Committee, 
ancl had succeeded at last. He had gone 
through the Estimates very carefully, and did 
not see the slightest indication of any in­
tention to provide railway communication 
with the wharves on the north side, in 
connection with the city proper. There 
seemed to be every facility provided for railway 
communication on the south side, and there was 
a scheme rising into prominence and taking shape 
with regarcl to the opening np of new wharfage 
at Bnlimba, hut there seemecl to !Je an entire 
overlooking of t))e interests of the north side, 
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'rhat was a great defect, because, whatever might 
be the rights and interests of South Brisbane, 
they were not justified in ignoring the north side 
of the river. He would rather see part of the 
money voted to make railway communication 
with the North Brisbane wharves instead of the 
money being used for the extension of the rail­
way into the city. He would ask the Minister 
for Works if the Government had any intention 
in regard to that matter? 

The iVIINISTEU FOR WORKS said it was 
very hard to please all people. They had been 
told over and over again that they were running 
into nseless extravagance, and the hon. member 
for I<'assifern now wanted them to spend more 
money. He would remind the hem. member 
thctt '' Ron1e \Va~ not built in a day,'' f1ncl it was 
very possible that at some future time accom­
modation would be provided fur the North 
Brisbane wlmrves, and he hoped for the Bulimba 
wharves as well. 

The Ho~. .J. M. MACIWSSAN said he 
would like to s;ty a word abont the central 
station. It seemed to him that the Government 
could scarcely have selected a worse place for a 
centml statioi1. The site was not very central, 
and just look at the hill upon which the 
buildingR would be situated! It would be a 
very stiff climb for any man going up to the 
station, and a very stiff pull fur any cabman. 

The PREMIER: No. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN 8aid the hon. 

member probably did not know the place. 
The PRE:YIIEU : I thought the same as the 

hon. member until I went to see the place and 
examine it carefully. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he had 
had the pleasure of issuing orders to fill 
up the hollow in the reserve for the pur­
pose of making the tramway to Petrie's Bight; 
so he must be given credit for knowing 
something about the site. As to the cottage 
referred to by the hon. member for Port Curtis, 
he had had that cottage put up, and he actually 
asked ,the 1Dngineer to select a site such as would 
not be required in the alterations that were about 
to be made in the terminal station. He said he 
would, and the site had now been actually exca­
vated, and the cottage thrown down. That was 
a sample of their Engineer's work. 

The PRJ<JMIER said he was under the same 
impression as the hon. member for Townsville as 
to the inaccessibility of the site when he first 
heard of it; but he had walked over the locality 
the other day with his hon. colleague the 
Minister for \Vorks, and he found that the 
approach would be no steeper than the present 
approach from Roma street to the station. He 
was very much surprised at it, because at first he 
absolutely condemned the site as quite out of the 
question. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was quite satisfied the 
hon. member was mistaken. 'l'he road to the 
proposed station was certainly steeper than from 
Roma street up to the present station. 

The PREMIER: I thought so too till I went 
to see. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had walked up Adelaide 
street a good many times. 

The PREMIER: That is very steep. 
Mr. ARCHER said he was certain it was a 

good deal higher. Let the Premier take the 
levels. 

The PREMIER said they had the levels with 
them and could ~ee with their own eyes. Creek 
:-;treet wcM:; steep1 fl.nc1 w1 '\"a,s Albert street : 
but betw6en there wae; a depreszbn vi 
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several feet. He forgot what the inclination 
was from the level of the road to where the 
station would be. 

Mr. BEATTIE : One in sixteen. 
The PREMIER said he did not think it was 

so steep as that. 
Question put, and the Committee divided :­

AYEs, 25. 
::\Iessrs. Rutledge, ~'liles, Griffi.th, Dickson, Dutton, 

Sheridan, Aland, Isambert, Foxton, Jordan, Smyth, 
J. Campbell, White, Kellett, Buekland, Kates, Grimes, 
Beatt,ie. Annear, Macdonald- Paterson, T. CamJ'bell, 
::Wacfarlanc, Salkeld, Bailey, and IIorwitz. 

NoEs, 13. 
Sir r_r. }{ell wraith, l\Ies~rs. Archer, Ma.cros~an, Xel~on, 

Nmtou, Chnbb, Ferguson, Palmer, Lalor, Jcssop, Scott, 
Blaek, and Stevenson. 

(,luestion resolved in the affirmative. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER, in moving 

that £120,000 be gra.nted, by way of loan, for com­
pleting the oouth Brisbane Branch, the extension 
of the Hail way Vvharves, and the extension of the 
South Brisbane Branch, said that the original 
estimated cost of the South Brisbane Branch was 
£59,000. £89,000 had been actually expended, 
including £10,000 for the resumption of land, the 
alteration of grades, and other additional work 
not included in the Engineer's estimate. The 
amount previously voted was £44,000, leaving 
£45,000 to make up the amount to be expended. 
Of course, that included permanent-way material, 
which was notincludedin the Engineer's estimate. 
The Government had decided to extend the 
wharf by an additional 700 feet, the Engineer's 
estimate for which was £25,000, and for the ex­
tension in South Brisbane £50,000, making in all 
£120,000. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN asked if the 
estimate of £50,000 for the extension was the 
Engineer's estimate, and if it included the cost 
of land to be purchased? And was the estimate of 
£25,000 for Railway Wharves the estimate of the 
Engineer-in-Chief of Hailways or the Engineer­
in-Chief of Harbours? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
the estimate of £50,000 for extension covered 
£20,000 as cost of land. The estimate for the 
wharves had been obtained from the Engineer of 
Harbours and Rivers, who had prepared the 
plans for the present wharves. 

Mr. NORTON asked what was the width of 
the wharf extension? 

The COLONIAL TREASUREU : 700 feet 
in length, and he thought 60 feet in breadth. 

Mr. NORTON asked if the point had been 
fixed where the extension was to stop? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To the end 
of the bridge. 

Mr. NORTON asked if he was to understand 
that the line went all the way up to the end of 
the bridge through private property? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it was 
proposed to cross Stanley street and go up the 
back of the buildings, thus passing through as 
little valuable land as possible. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH asked if the 
hon. g·entleman meant that Stanley street would 
be between the proposed extension and the river. 
If so, what was the object of the extension? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
object was to serve the passenger traffic. 

Mr. NOUTON said he did not know what the 
passenger traffic was likely tn be, but one night 
he had come down that way and there was only 
one passenger. He had been told by one of the 
officials that that was ~tbout the usual number of 
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passengers. The passenger traffic would no doubt 
be increaged by the new lines, but the present 
station accommodation was sufficient for any 
increase for four or five years to come. If the 
object was to give more station accommodation it 
was not necessary, and if the object was to bring 
two or three passengers down to the end of the 
bridge the cost was too great. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that 
the South Brisbane V alley Branch would be 
completed in a few months, and that would 
bring more paRsengers, and then they expected a 
large increase of passenger traffic from the Cleve­
land Branch. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he had 
no objection to the extension, but when they 
were extending the line np to near the end of 
the bridge he thought it should be kept to the 
wharves. According to the hon. gentleman, 
however, they were taking the line away from 
the wharves. They would not be able to serve 
a single ship unless they crossed Stanley street 
again. 

Mr. NORTON said the tramway company 
were going to construct a tramway up Stanley 
street, and twenty times the number of passen­
gers, even after the new line was opened, could 
come up to the bridge hy tramway from the present 
station which was quite large enough. He 
thought the line was to come along the river side, 
but now it was to come behind Stanley street, 
which would be spoiled or greatly injured by it. 

Mr. JORDAN said the proposed extension, 
he believed, starting from the Dry Dock, would 
pass under Stanley street, and then along 
between Stanley street and Grey street at the 
back of the houses to a point in line with the 
bridge which would bring the station into the 
centre of that part of the city, and would be 
a great accommodation to the large passen­
ger traffic which might be expected from 
the coast line from the Tweed R.i ver, and 
the new Southport and Beenleigh lines to 
South Brisbane. The preoent terminus was at a 
most inconvenient place. It was very well for 
the coal traffic, for which that branch of the 
Southern and Western line had been made. A 
very large coal trade was being developed, and 
the proposed extension of the wharves was neces­
sary to accommodate it. It would be most in­
convenient ; in fact, there was not room enough 
for a passenger station there; whereas by going 
under Stanley street, and about sixty chains 
towards .:\:1elbourne street, there would be a most 
convenient centre for versons travelling to the 
southern parts of the colony. 

Mr. NOllTON asked if the hon. member for 
South Brisbane could give them any idea of the 
number of passengers he expected to arrive? He 
did not think the Premier's grumbling would do 
much good; he might as well be civil ; he had 
been grumbling and growling for the last ten 
minutes. 

The PREMIER: I have never been treated in 
this way before. 

Mr. NORTON said that when the hon. mem· 
ber was in Opposition he used to keep the Gov­
ernment waiting for a long time. 

The PREMIER: I never condescended to 
this sort of thing. 

Mr. NORTONsaidhe remembered seeing him 
and his friend, the hon. Mr. Garrick, keeping the 
Attorney-General for hours asking him questions 
about things that they knew better than he did 
himself. lt was because they knew more that 
they kept him. They had had no information 
from the Minister for Works, and therefore he 
would aok the hon. member for Douth Brisbane, 
knowing that the passen:;er train wae ;,u 5mall, 

and that there were no large centres of popula­
lation there, what passenger traffic were they 
likely to have? 

:Mr. JORDAN said he might give a slight 
idea possibly. There was considerable settle­
ment in the Logan district, which was one of 
the oldest and most successful agricultural 
settlements in the colony. There was also con­
siderable farming population upon the Upper 
Logan, which would be increased when the 
extension was made to Beaudesert, about 
fifty miles-that was a part of the Govern­
ment scheme. Then there was the Tweed 
River which would provide a. great deal of 
passenger traffic. It was very difficult to get 
out 0f the Tweed Hiver, becau~e the navigation 
there was exceedingly dangerous. There was a 
large amount of settlement there, and the line 
from the Tweed to Brisbane would be one of the 
most successful in the whole colony. It would 
attract produce and passengers even from the 
Clarence and Richmond Rivers, which were 
not very far. distant from the Tweed. Some 
years ago he learned that the maize pro­
duced on the Clarence River was equal to 
the whole of that produced in the remaining 
parts of New South Wales. He should not have 
believed that had he not heard it on the very 
best authority. There was no line which would 
pay better; it would take in South port and 
Beenleighand other thickly settled districts of the 
Upper Logan. It would also take in Cleveland, 
and before long they might expect a hrge 
passenger traffic on the lines. The bon. member 
for Port Curtis said he had counted one or two 
passengers the other day on the South Bri'­
baneline. It reminded him ofwbat he heard when 
he was in England some twenty years ago, that 
when the Southern and Western line was opened 
from Ipswich to Toowoomba the first passengers 
were the guard and a kangaroo. There were not 
many persons who travelled upon the South 
Brisbane line, partly because there was no con­
venience for them. It was simply a line for 
bringing down coal. When they got a station in 
a suitable centre in South Brisbane, and com­
pleted those lines, some of which were passed 
already, they would have passenger traffic from 
the southern part of the colony. 

Mr. ALAXD said the hon. member for 
Duuth Brishane was certainly not correct in 
his facts. He remembered all that the hon. 
gentleman had referred to. The Government 
had agreed some years a.go to run Sunday trains 
between Ipswich and Grandchester, and the 
only passengers by the first train were tbe guard 
and a kangaroo which he had with him. He sup­
posed that the colony was more pious then than 
llO\V. 

Mr. GRIMES said, in reference to the two 
passengers who came down by the half-past 6 
train to the South Brisbane Junction, he might 
give this information to the Committee. Other 
trains during the day brought in through pas­
sengers from Toowoomba; but the train in ques­
tion was forty minutes later than the through 
train from Toowoornba and further westward, 
and those passengers who lived two or three 
miles along that line preferred to come in to the 
Brisbane station and go back by omnibus, so that 
they would be at their homes sooner than by 
waiting for the half-past 6 train. 

Mr. NOR'fON : There is also a tmin at about 
half-past 9 o'clock. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL 'fREASURER moved that 

£168,000 be granted out of Loan to complete 
the Beenleigh branch, and to make the line from 
Beenleigh to Sonthport and the border. 

Queotion put and pw;ced. 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER, in moving 
that £70,000 be provided to defray the construe· 
tion of the Upper Logan Branch to Beaudesert, 
said that the line wa8 twenty miles in length, 
and the approximate estimate was £3,500 per 
mile. 

The HoN .• J. M. MACROSSAN : What ronte 
is it to takA ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the line 
would branch off at Logan Village. The survey 
was made long ago. 

Mr. NORTOX : Does it go up the Albert 
River 1 

The J\1 Tc\"ISTEH FOR WOHKS : No. 
The Ho;-; .. r. M. l'IL\CJtOI:'\SAX stti<l the 

hon. gentlemttn did not seem to know where it 
w~,s going. They would let it slide. 

fiuestio11 put :md pttssed. 
The COLONIAL 'fREASURER moved thttt 

the sum of £44,000 be granted, by way of 
lottn, to complete the Sandgate Branch, to con­
struct the extension and the double line to 
the Junction, and said the total amount 
expended on the Sandgate line had been 
£85,95G, or in round numbers £8G,OOO, which was 
the amount previously voted. The sum now 
asked for was to provide for the purchase of 
land, which had cost about £11,000; for rolling­
stock and extra works, such as platforms, sidings, 
telegraph lines, etc., not included in the original 
e,;timttte, which it was expected would amount 
to £11,449; ami ttlso for permttnent-way material. 
Those items would account for the £25,000 set 
down for thecompletion of theSandgate Branch. 
The item of £4,000 was for the extension of the 
Sandgate line further into the town of Sand!{ate, 
near to Shorncliffe. The double line to the 
Junction, which was estimated to cost £15,000, 
was much required in order to work the line 
properly, especially on holidays when there was 
very heavy traffic upon it. 

Mr. NORTON : This £25,000 has already been 
spent, I think? 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER: Yes, it has 
been spent. 

Mr. NORTON: The £4,000 is for the exten· 
sion? 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER: For the 
extension. 

Mr. NORTON said he would like to know 
from the Minister for Works or the Colonial 
Treasurer, he did not care which, what direction 
the extension was to take. \V as it to go along 
the fiat at the back of the town, or was it to go 
through the hill by a tunnel, or was it to branch 
off from the main line before the latter reached 
Sandgate? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I presume 
it will have to go through the hill by a tunnel. 

Mr. NORTON : Do you know where the 
tunnel goes ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The exten­
sion from the station will necessitate tunnelling. 

The Ho:->. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Is the 
extension to the jetty? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The exten­
sion is from the rail way station to the jetty, and 
the ridge will have to be tunnelled. 

Mr. NORTON said there were several routes 
surveyed-one branching off from the main line 
before it reached Sandgate, another from the ter· 
minus of the present line along the fiat to Shorn­
cliffe, and a third from the station going off to the 
left and then pretty direct tn the jetty. 

The i\IINISTER FOR WORKS: The line 
will ho,ve to go to Shomdiffc Ly a tunnel. It is 
not yet decided which way the e.~;tensiou will gu. 

Mr. NORTON : Why did you not tell us that 
at first? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will be 
taken the most convenient course. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: What abont 
the Breakfast Creek Bridge? Can the hon. 
gentleman tell us why traffic was stopped there 
for a few days? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
construction of the Breakfast Creek Bridge wa,s 
faulty, and it had been found necessary to build 
a new one. It was not actually unsafe, but it 
required very careful watching. The hon. mem­
ber knew well the cause of putting up a retttining 
wall Le hind the piles and why the piles httd 
slipped. 

The HoN. ,f. }L MACROSSAN said he !mew 
nothing nt all ttbout the matter beyond wha,t l~e 
httd heard outside; because whatever damage wac; 
done or had been discovered, was discovered 
during the hon. gentleman's term of office. He 
(Hon. J. M. Macrossan) had heard that the 
bridge was faulty in construction, that the screw 
piles were not put far enough into the rock. It 
was a very difficult matter to screw piles into 
hard rock. He was told that in that case the 
piles were simply resting on a steep bank of rock 
and had slipped. He did not know anything 
more about them, and what he had heard was 
told him by one of the engineers. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the in· 
formation he had received was that the bank had 
slipped and shifted the piles out of their places. 
There was no doubt that the piles had not been 
put in deep enough. 

Mr. MIDG LEY said he would like to know 
whether it was intended to duplicate the line 
from the Brisbane terminus tg the .Junction. It 
would also interest the people of Sandgate to have 
some sort of idea where the extension was to be. 
He was not au authority on the subject, but he 
thought that £4,000 for a tunnel meant that it 
did not take the direction mentioned. Certainly 
on the plans it was indicated quite differently. 
The map showed that the line went at the back 
of Swan's ; and the mayor of Sandgate was 
going to give the land. 

The l\HNI8T:ER FOR WORKS said that 
from the Brisbane station to the Junction the 
line would be a double line. 

Mr. NORTON said he did not see the use of a 
double line there. There were not a great 
number of trains. They had managed for many 
years with a single line to Ipswich, and he 
thought they might manage well enough on the 
Sandgate line too. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hon. member had overlooked the fact that there 
was a large traffic on the Racecouroe line, and 
there would be the additional trains on the 
Gympie line. The duplication of the line would 
be very much required, and should, indeed, 
extend to the Gym pie junction. 

Mr. NORTON said it might be required in a 
few years, but it certainly was not now. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN asked 
whether any defects had been discovered in the 
Cabbage-tree Creek Bridge? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have not 
heard of any. 

The HoN . • T. M. MACROSSAN Raid luCJ 
heartily agreed with what had fallen from the 
hon. member for Port Curtis. If the Minister 
for \Vorks would put himself in communication 
with the Traffic 1\Ianager, and nsk him to explain 
the scheme he had for workinR the H.acecouroe 
Bmnch before he went awity, it might I'Nbably 
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preYent the duplication of the line. He (Hon. 
J. M. Macrossan) thought that branch could be 
worked well and the Racecourse thoroughly well 
served, unless on holidays-and the Sandgate 
people also well servt'ld-by the Traffic JYhnager's 
scheme. 

The MINISTER FOH WOHXS said he would 
see about it. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 

£45,000 be granted, by way of loan, for the exten· 
sion of the Brisbane Valley Branch to Mount Esk. 
The amount of the previous vote for that line was 
£105,000, of which £59,000 had been expended, 
leaving a balance available of £46,000. Provision 
was now asked for £4ii,OOO, so that the available 
vote would then be £01,000. That was for the 
constrnction of about twenty -two additional 
miles, and to provide for the transfer of the 
permanent-way material. 

The HoN. J. M. M ACROSS AN asked whethel' 
the hon. gentleman eould give them any ideft of 
how the money ha.d been expended? 

The ~II::\'ISTER ~FOR WORKS saiJ the 
distance from the present tenninus to ~Mount 
Esk was 18~ miles. 

The HoN . . T. M. i'IIAClWSSAN said that 
was not what he asked. Thev had been told 
that £59,000 had been expended: Surely it could 
not all have been spent ou the first section? 

'fhe i\IINISTEB. :FOR WORKS said he 
"uppm;ed it had all been spent on the first section. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: No, it has 
not. Have the rails been paid for out of it? 

The MINISTER l''OR WORKS: I am not 
aware uf it. 

The COLONIAL TREASt:HERsaid he lHtd 
Htated that the present provision was to cover 
the transfer of permanent-way material on the 
section of the line already eon.,tructed. 

The HoN. ;r. M. MACROSSAN said that 
showed that the 1:59,000 had been tBed for the 
line; and he would like to know how it lutd been 
expended. That was a piece of hlforruation the 
Committee ought have after what btLt been sai<l 
:.bout the line. Pmhaps, the Slinister for \Vorks 
could say what the amotl!tt of the coutmct for 
the tirst sectim1 was ? 

The :\[1::\'l~'l'!Ut FO!t \\'()[{ KS "'id the hon. 
geutleHHtn ought to kHoW1 eon:-:ideriug tlmt he let 
the contract. 

The HoN .• f. M . .:VIAURUSSAN S>ticl he cliJ 
know, lmt he wanted to ascertain whether 
the hon. gtmt!t~IH<tll u.l:-:n kllt)W, The ::unonnt of 
the contract wac< J;:-±2,000, >md he wanted to ktww 
how the £i\U,OOO had heeu expended, when the 
contract was not yet fini~hed ·: 

The HoN. Sm T. J\.lciL vYRAITH : And 
none of it expended in railH. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he did 
not carry all the figures in his head. What was 
the use of the hon. gentleman asking him when 
he knew all about it himself'? How was it l>ossible 
fur him (the Minister for 'A'orks) to carry in his 
head the whole of the figures about the amount 
of contracts and the sums paid on them? Did 
the hon. member want to know what had become 
of the balance'! 

The Hox. :r. :VL .:VL\CIWSSA::\' said he 
thought the hon. gentlmnan eould_ not anKwer 
the qne,;tiun. Had he t~tken the advice of the 
hvn. ruernLer for H,tanley, given so1ne hrnn~ 
earlier, and h~td his subordinates in the gallery, 
he would have been able to answer eYery 
qne8tion put to hirn. In paf-~King an auwunt of 
UJ<mey like that tbev were entitled to all the 
itifonmttion they coulcl \!et oll the oubject. 

Supply. 

Mr. JORDAN said it was nnfurtunate that 
those officials were not present, as if they had 
been hon. gentlemen on the other side would 
not have asked those questions. They simply 
asked questions knowing that the Minister for 
Works was not in a position to answer them 
and in order to turn the laugh upon him. 

Mr. NOR TON said he was surprised to hear 
the hon. member make such a statement. The 
information he had asked for was information 
which the Committee ought to have, and if the 
Chief Engineer had been present he should have 
asked for it >tll the same. If the supporters of 
the Government were satisfied to pass the vote 
without question, it waB their business as an 
Opposition to see that all possible information 
was elicited. 

Mr. JORDAN said he was not alluding to 
the hon. member for Port Curtis, hut to the hon. 
member for Townsville, who told them he had 
asked a (juestion which he knew the Minister for 
vVorks could not answer. 

The Hox. ;r. i\L MACROS8AN said the 
hon. member for South Brisbane was labouring 
under a. ~tr~~ng-e deluoion. The Colonial Trea. 
surer made a .~tatement to the effect that 
£39,000 had been already expended on the line. 
He (Hon. ,J. J\.I. Macrossan) knew that the con­
tract was for £42,000, and that the whole of it 
had not been 'paid for, and he was justified, 
therefore, in asking what had become of the 
balance. Re could assure the hon. member that, 
so far from asking fewer (juestions, if the hon. 
gentleman's subordinates had been present he 
would have asked a gre~tt many more : bnt out of 
deference to the Minister for 'Vorks, who did 
not know so much as he ought, he refrained from 
asking them. 

The ~HNISTBR FOR WORKS said he 
believed the information the hon. member 
wanted had reference to some matters mentioned 
by him a. few night-< ag·o. He gathered on that 
nccaHion that the hem. member accused the Chief 
Engineer of taking the railway out of the con­
tractors' hands and altering the curves at their 
cost. He begged to a.,sure the hon. member 
that the Chief J<:ngineer hatl Jnue nothing of the 
8nrt. The alteration in the cnl'VeH of the line 
lHtd not been charged to the contractors. .He 
would promise to supply the hem. member with 
a.ll the information he wanted to-molTUW. 

The HoN .. 1. :\f. ::\fACHO::,\SAXsaid hewould 
he ::-:atiRfied to get the infot:IU<-Ltion to~n1on·ow or 
any other time; hut it was not for hims.elf 
perc<n11ally, bnt for the Corurnittee. 'V1th 
reHt>ect to the other matter, the Chief Engineer 
did tn.ke the line ont nf the hancls of the con­
tra.ctor, and did alter the curves, though whether 
at their cost or rwt he could not say. As a rule, 
when an engineer took the maintenance and 
construction of a liue out of the hands of con­
tractors, the work was done at the cost of the 
contractors, and what he had said was only a fair 
inference to draw. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL THEASFREH moved that 

£34,000 be granted hy way of loan for the 
:F~tssifern Branch, extension to Coochin. The 
amount previously voted was £7£\,000, of which 
£;{\J,OOO had been e:xpended. 

The HoN. 8JR 'r. 1\iciLWHAJTH: When 
are \Ve going to ndjourn '? 

The PREMJEH: V.'hen we get some more 
hm.:.;ine:-i:-; 1Jnne. 

The HoN. Sm T. Mcii..W:RAITH said he 
aHked how long it waR intended to go on, and he 
objected to be answered in thctt uncivil tone. 

The J'REMTER said the hon. gentleman was 
nbc>ut. the h-;t person in thu H Oli>'O to i<tlk ahont 
ltll lJUd ril ~vae, itb ~lH;l·e wa" uv on~ t>O habitually 
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uncivil as the hon. gentleman himself. Some 
days ago he announced that it would be abw­
lutely necessary to sit later. Many hon. members 
desired to leave town on Saturday, and if the 
business was conducted at an ordinary rate of 
speed there would be ample time to dispose of it. 
But the Government had fair cause of complaint 
that the business had not been conducted at the 
ordinary rate of speed, dozen,; of speeche;; having 
been made about nothing in particular. Hon. 
members were of course entitled to ask as manv 
questions as they liked, but when an uri­
usnally long time \ras occHpiMd in doi11g· Bo, 
the only way to rrmke np for it wa>- for hem. 
wembers tn sit latet·. It wuulrl he very incon· 
venient to nmny lwn. 11\embers if they' <lid uot 
dispose of the Loan Estinmtes hy Friday e,·ening. 
He believed that WftS the i<lea ,,f manv hon. 
members. There w::ts an item on the E;;thnates 
which they knew would take a considerable dis­
cussion---the line from Ipswich to \\7arwick--but 
they did not prnpo8e to go on with that, although 
they should haYe disposed of it th::tt night. 
'fhey 'nmld di;;pose of all the other items np to 
that one. 

The Ho .N. S1R 'f. ::YfdLvYHAITH s::tid if the 
hon. gentleman had kept his temper a.ncl been civil, 
he would not have made any objection to sitting 
later. He was willing to sit there until two 
o'clock if necessary ; but all that he asked on 
behalf of hon. members on his own side was that 
they should know how far the Government pro­
posed to go. As to causing delay, he had never 
seen a time when so much money was pushed 
through in so short a time, and he had never 
seen such a display of ignorance on the part of 
Ministers, including the Premier himself. 

Mr. ~OHTON s::ticl the Premier w::ts out of 
the Chamber during the last half-hour, but if he 
had been present, he would not have wondered 
that there was delay. The simplest question h::td 
not been answered. It would facilitate business 
if they adjourned now,::tnd waited until to-morrow 
when the Ministers had someone in the gallery 
who could give information. The Minister for 
Works could not hear the questions asked, which 
had to he repeated by another Minister to him, 
and then he could give no answer. That evening 
they had voted one and three-qu::trter millions of 
money, and the Premier wanted to hurry on, and 
said that the business was being delayed. Good 
heavens ! did they not spend nights in discussing 
little paltry sums when the Estimates-in·Chief 
were going through ! 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH: No man 
did more of that sort of thing than himself. 

Mr. NORTON said the hon. member must 
admit th::tt in voting such a large sum of money 
they had done a fair share of business. 

Question put ::tnd passed. 
The COLONIAL ·rHEASGHEH moved that 

the sum of £30,000 he granted for the Laidley 
Branch. 

The HoN. SIR T. MoiLWRAITH: Have 
you nothing to say about that line ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he did 
not want to take up the time of the Committee. 
He had referred very fully to all the items 
before, and he had only to say that it had been 
represented that the line would be a benefit to 
agric<1ltural settlement m the Laiclley district. 

The HoN. SIR T. MolL WHAITH said the 
time was not far distant when the colony would 
stare at the facility with which they passed 
votes of money without the slightest reason 
being given by Ministers why they should be 
spent. Here was a line, of which the only 
thing that could be eaicl was that it went 
up Laidley Creek, and wo11ld benefit farmers. 

It could go up any creek in the colony, and 
benefit farmers. He had presented a petition 
from certain intluenti::tl residents of the district, 
because the members of the district refused to 
do so, against the construction of the line. 'l'hat 
petition stated facts which contained a great 
amount of common sense. It s::tid, and he heard 
afterwards that it was the truth, that three­
fourths of the people of the Laidley district 
would be glad to take one-quarter of the money 
pl'oposed to be spent on the line, and provide 
w::tter for the different parts of the district. 
The line would, 1w doubt, benefit a few 
farmers and men who were pretty well off 
already as fal' aH carriage waH concerned, 
but the great hulk of the people would not 
benefit by it. He would like to know the opinion 
of the member for Stanley, Mr. Kellett, upon 
the m::ttter. He (Sir T. M:cllwraith) remem­
bered him assuring hon. members th::tt he w::ts :t 

plain "honest:fohn," and that he never asked for 
anything for himself; but he (Sir T. Mcilwr::tith) 
fancied that that line did not go far from the 
homestead <if the hon. member. Thby had not 
h'td any reason assigned for the construction of 
the line, ::tnd it would be well to have the opinion 
of the members for Stanley. 

The MINIRTEH FOR WORKS said it 
\Vould be in the recollection of hon. members 
that the leader of the Opposition presented a 
petition against the construction of the line. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\1ciLWHAITH: I have 
said sn. The hon. member is dull of hearing. 

The MINISTER }'OH WORKS : The hnn. 
member had presented a petition--

'rhe HoN. SHt T. '!\IciLWRAITH: I tell 
you I have said so. 

The ::VIINIS'rEH FOH WORKS said, then 
the hon. gentleman objected to the line, did he! 
Well, he Wl1S not at all surprised that he did. 
The hon. gentlem::tn objected to everything 
proposed from the Government side of the 
House. He (the Minister for Works) could 
::tssure hon. gentlemen that the land was 
about the finest for agricultural purposes 
in the colony, but the farmers had to bke 
their goods over the Little Liverpool :Range 
in order to get them to the railway, and the con­
struction of the line would be a very considerable 
benefit to those who resided in the locality. The 
land was the usual black soil of the Downs, and 
in wet weather it was very difficnlt to get the 
produce to nmrket. He did not know of more 
difficult country to get over than the blaeksoil 
track.. It took the farmers two days to bring in 
their produce at the present time, and he was 
satisfied th::tt the line was one th::tt wa.s b::tdly 
required. 

Mr. \VHITE said that the allusion he made in 
a late speech to the fact that his opponents con­
sidered him too honest for a member of Parlia­
ment was meant for a reflection on the late 
Government. They had demoralised their sup­
porters to such ::tn extent that they did not 
believe an honest Government could exist. 
That was why he made the reflection, and he 
supposed some of them took the hint ; but they 
required pretty plain speaking to convince them 
of facts. The farmers on Laidley Creek, who 
were beyond twelve or fourteen miles from the 
railway, had to camp ::tll night with their load of 
produce when they were taking it to the railway, 
and the branch line was meant to enable them to 
deliver their produce in one day. If a farming 
population could not deliver their produce in one 
d::ty they would not go in for farming to any 
great extent, hut would cultivate only a small 
piece, and depend upon their cattle and their 
few breeding horses. Hon. members who 
wnulrl study the interests of flueensland wonld 
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see the urgent necessity for having every 
acre of that Laidley Creek land brought under 
cultivation. The colony was subject to frequent 
dry seasons, when nearly all the agricultural popu­
lation of the southern part of the colony were 
unable to gain any crops, and they had to send 
away to Sydney and New Zealand for produce. 
At Laidley Creek they were up in the stirrups when 
a dry season came, because they always got a 
good price for their produce, and they got abund­
ance of produce in the worst season they ever had. 
'fhey might have a patch of an early crop 
that was not good, but they always got one 
splendid crop every year. There was a saw­
mill up there, and they had to send the timber 
down to the railway station by bullock teams. 
In prospect of the railway, several selectors had 
rushed up to the top of Mount Mistake and 
taken up selections, and the probability was that 
the whole of that back country would become 
settled in consequence of the railway. Then 
thE-re was a coal-seam a mile and a-half from 
the creek, which could be worked with little 
expense, as no haulage power would be required, 
because there was an incline up to the seam 
and the full waggons could run up the empty 
waggons. There was fully three feet of splendid 
coal without a band in it, and it would burn like 
a candle. That was to the day, and it would 
probably be much better some distance below 
the earth. At the present time the seam was 
covered with debris, but when he found it it 
was exposed to the day, and some fragments 
that he took home in his pocket burned like a 
candle. That seam of coal would probably be of 
considerable benefit to the railway, as it would 
save taking coal over the Httle Liverpool Range 
for the western part of the line. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciL WRAITH : You will 
get it from the Ipswich people if they know 
that. 

Mr. WHITE : There was also stone there, 
and he believed a splendid quarry would be 
opened several miles from Laidley. Another 
thing in favour of the line was that it could be 
worked so cheaply, There was an engine kept now 
at the Little Liverpool to pull up the trains; and, 
of course, that was half idle and could do the 
other little work without any further expense. 
The railway would be a benefit to Queensland as 
well as to the farmers of Laidley Creek. 

Mr. P ALMER said that notwithstanding the 
able advocacy of the hon. gentleman who had 
just sat down, a great many objections could be 
taken to that very small branch line for the 
simple reason that it was hemmed in between 
the Little Liverpool and the Main Range, so 
that it could not be extended any further. It 
would be within the recollection of hon. mem­
bers that the hon. member for Towns­
villa, when he was Minister for Works, said 
the railways should be the main roads of the 
colony. The divisional boards had to keep 
the main roads in order, and it was a question 
for consideration whether those small branch 
railways should not be built ay the divisional 
boards. They would give a certain amount of in­
terest which was not derived from roads, and they 
were more within the province of the divisional 
boards than of the country. None of the branch 
lines ever paid the smallest fraction of a per­
centage on their cost. The shortness of that 
line was against it. If branch lines were to be of 
any use they must have room to extend, and it 
was impossible for that line to extend beyond 
the mountain locked valley it ran in. 

Mr. KELLETT said he should not like the 
vote to pass without saying a few words, 
though his colleague had explained very ably 
the advisability of the railway. He was satisfied 

that anybody who knew the locality would find 
that that line was as well justified as any on the 
Estimates. He was confident that it would pay 
very good interest on the amount expended, and 
that was the principal thing they had to look 
out for. Some hon. members might not know 
that that small place called Laidley supplied 
more agricultural produce than Toowoomba, 
supposed to be the garden of the colony ; 
or than Warwick, supposed to be the 
other garden; or than Rosewood, the g'reat 
agricultural district below the Range. Laidley 
supplied more agricultural produce than any 
one of those places he had named, and that 
was a justification of the expectation that the 
line would pay. In regard to the petition against 
the line presented by the leader of the Opposition, 
he had bee11 asked to present it, but he refused 
to do so, considering the residents of Laidley 
district up to the present time had been anxious 
to have the line, and had by their able advocacy 
to a previous Minister of Works so satisfied him 
that it was a line which ought to be made, that 
he promised them a survey. 

Mr. NORTON: Who was that? 
Mr. KELLETT said the hon. memher for 

Port Curtis was the Minister for Works who 
had promised the survey, and he supposed the 
late hour of the night had made him forget. He 
was assured that the hon. member would 
not have agreed to the survey unless he 
had been satisfied that that was the course 
he ought to take. A large and influen­
tial meeting of the inhabitants of the dis­
trict of Laidley had been held on the previous 
evening protesting against the previous petition 
presented by the leader of the Opposition, and 
stating that that petition had only bem 
signed by a few Germans, who were afraid that 
the people up the creek would be put in as goo<l 
a position as themselves if the railvmy were 
made. They sent a petition in favour of the 
line which he had presented that afternoon but 
which was informal-a petition signed by lllen 
whom he knew, and who lived in the distriet. 
He was satisfied from statistics that the town­
ship of Laidley supplie<l more agricultural 
produce to the colony than any other-bar 
Ipswich; and the reason why Ipswich supplied 
more was that other lines came into it. The 
land about Laidley was capable of prorlucing 
any crop, as hon. members could see if th".Y 
would only go there, and the district was well 
entitled to the railway. 

Mr. STEVENSON said that the further they 
went into the Estimates, and the more they 
heard of those lines, t.he more convinced was he 
that the colony was being committed to " 
scandalous and disgraceful waste of money. They 
had been told that this line was as much 
justified as any line in the Estimates. If that 
was the case, God help the taxpayers of the 
colony. The hon. member, Mr. White, had used 
an argument against the line when he said that 
there was an engine up at the Little Liver­
pool which was half idle and could do the 
whole of the work of the Laidley line without 
an additional engine. The hon. member had 
also said that the farm10rs were twelve or 
fourteen miles from the main line, and that 
if they got that railway it would save them 
camping out a night in bringing their produce to 
market. That was a splendid argument for getting 
a railway ! He dared say a good many merr.bers 
would be satisfied if they had a rail way so near as 
to save them camping out more than twenty, aye 
thirty nights. But if a man ha<l fresh horses 
he could come and go twelve or fourteen miles in 
one day, and experience had shown that where 
farmers were within a reasonable distance of a main 
line and had to load up their teams they would not 
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send their produce by a branch line. From all 
he had heard of that line he was satisfied they 
were committing the colony to the expenditure 
of mtmey not necessary or justified by anything 
they had heard. 

Mr. NOR TON said he thought his hon. friend 
the member for Norm:tnby was wrong when he 
arg·ued that none of the people along the line 
would make use of it. Their produce was not 
to stop at Laidley, and they would. m~ke use 
of it. The hon. members for the d1stnct had 
made out as good a case for the line as could be 
made, and Mr. White deserved a great deal of 
credit for the way he had advocated it th>tt 
night. He (Mr. Norton) knew that the land 
was good and produced splendid crops, but the 
line could not pay more than working expenses. 
He believed also there was no possibility of 
carrying the line rnnch more than the ten miles. 
1t had been said that he had promised a survey. 
Perhaps the hon. gentleman was quite right, 
and if the information they had got that night 
was good and reliable as to the value of 
the country to be served by the railway, 
he assumed that the promise was made, and 
that the survey was carried out. But it did not 
follow that the Ministry should be prepared to 
recommend that a line shonld be constructed 
withnut any more being known about it. The 
line could nnt be extended, and he could not see 
how it could possibly pay. If there was a very 
extensive coal field there, possibly it might he 
worth while for the Government to go on with 
it ; but there was nothing hut farming produce, 
which was carried at very low rates, and there 
would he a very limited passenger traffic. The 
Minister for Works knew very well that that 
line would never pay. Almost all the produce 
that would be brought by that line would have 
heen brought by the main line, and the only effect 
of making that branch line would be that the 
farmers wonld cultivate more land than they 
would have cultivated otherwise. But there 
were other places which were in exactly the 
same position. If the argument applied 
in one case it would apply in another. 
There had been no greater reason shown why 
that one line should be made than any other 
line, and he trusted that the hon. member would 
not suppose that when a promise of a survey was 
made it necessarily followed that the line should 
he constructed. For his part he considered it 
desirable to get as many surveys as could be 
carried out in order that the land might be 
reserved ; so that if there happened to be any 
justification for constructing the line the Gov­
ernment would not have to resume the land 
afterwards. 

Mr. KELLETT said he might just remark 
that the hon. gentleman was so impressed with 
the representations made to him by the deputa­
tion, that he not only promised the survey, but 
he promised to visit the place. That latter 
promise he did not carry out, or they should 
have had the railway by now. 

Mr. NORTON said the mere fact of his 
promising to visit the place was sufficient to 
show that he was not satisfied with the repre­
sentations made by the deputation. So far as 
not having gone to see it was concerned, he 
should certainly have done so had he had an 
opportunity. 

Mr. GROOM said the hon. member for 
Stanley, Mr. Kellett, was slightly wrong in his 
figures. He said there was more produce from 
the Laidley station than from the Toowoomba 
station. The land in the Toowoomba district 
was known to have been more largely settled 
upon than the Laidley district-in fact it was 
occnpierl before Laidley was thought of as an 
agricnltnral settlement. The Commissioner for 

Railways, in his report for 1883, stated that the 
value of the produce from the Laidley station 
amounted to £2,612, while the value of the 
produce from the Toowoomba station for the 
same year, 1883, was £7,809. 

Mr. KELLETT: The hon. gentleman is 
misrepresenting what I said. I said agricultural 
produce. 

Mr. GROOM: This is agricultural produce. 
Mr. KELLETT said the last statistics 

showed that Laidley was higher than either 
Toowoomba or Warwick. 

Mr. GROOM: This is simply agricultural 
produce-maize, hay, potatoes, and other pro­
duce. 

Mr. KELLE'l'T said that if the hon. gentle­
man went back for two or three years he would 
find that that amount for Laidley was exceeded 
in every case. 

Mr. BLACK said he would like to ask the 
Premier whether he would consent to adjourn 
itfter that vote? There was not very much more 
to be said, and he thought it was rather too late 
to begin a fresh vote. Still, if it were decided 
to go on, he could find a great deal more to say. 

Mr. ANNEAR said the Government had 
announced last week that they were going to sit 
later. He had done no talking that night, he 
was there to work. The Loan Estimates had 
been in the hands of hon. members for some 
time now, and there was not much talk required. 
They were well understood, and the proper way 
if there was any objection was to take a vote. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: We have not been 
to any caucus. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he had not been to any 
caucus. He had known Laidley before there 
were any railways in the colony. There was a 
large population there now, and they were all 
consumers, and the chief revenue of the colony 
was raised from dutiable goods. There was no 
comparison between the railway up Laidley Creek 
and the line to Springsure. A great many people 
were interested in the line to Springsure, and 
many other railways which were perfect abortions. 
Hon. members had made up their minds 
as regarded the line under consideration and 
the other railways in large centres of P()pula­
tion. While he had a seat in that House 
there would be no dog-in-the-manger about him. 
·while he was within those four walls he would 
give his vote either on one side or the other; 
he would not walk out. He had the courage 
of his convictions, and those convictions should 
be recorded by the votes he should give. They 
were told that the discussion would take place 
to-morrow night upon the line from Ipswich to 
Warwick. He did not see why it should be so 
very long. He had been reading up that 
day, and was better informed on the subject 
than he was last night. The distance to 
be traversed, and the character of the country 
through which the line wonld pass, were 
sufficient to decide him how he should vote. 
The previous evening he stated that he would 
support the line from Toowoornha to Drayton, 
because it would shorten the distance between 
Toowoomba and Warwick by twelve miles. He 
still held to that intention. He hoped the Libe­
rals-and there were Liberals, and great Liberals 
-who a! ways had the true interests of the colony 
at heart, would on that occasion stick together 
as they had done before, and show that they 
were united for the general benefit of the whole 
colony. 

Mr. BLACK said he thought the hon. gentle­
man had had a pretty long go-in for talking, 
and on matters irrelevant to the question before 
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the Committee. The hon. gentleman's definition 
of a Liberal seemed to be a man who was liberal 
with other people's money. It was the best 
definition he (Mr. Black) could find for the 
Great Liberal Party in connection with those 
Loan Estimates. The hon. member for Too­
woomba had put the matter of the Laiclley 
Creek Railway in a nutshell when he pointed 
out that the value of the produce from L,li,Uey 
for one year was the grand sum of £2,612. 

Mr. WHITE said he must call the hon. 
gentleman to order. The hem. member for 
Toowoomba was in error. He (Mr. \Vhite) rlid 
not remember what was the amount ,Jf pwduce 
from Toowoomba last year, but the quantity 
received at the Laidley station was G,OOO ton~. 
The hon. gentleman was in er-ror. 

Mr. ARCHER : What is the point of order'! 
:Mr. BLACK said he would like to know 

whether he was to be interrupted in that wav. 
In all his experience in that House he had never 
been interrupted in such an unwarrantable 
manner as he was just now by the member for 
Stanley. The figures he (Mr. Black) had quoted 
were not his figures, but the figures of the 
hon. member for Toowoomba, and he was quite 
certain that that hon. gentleman, from his long 
experience in that House, would be accurate in 
any quotations he gave the Committee. The 
amount he gave was not 6,000 tons but £2,612. 
What did that probably represent in agricultural 
produce? He assumed that the bulk of the 
produce was hay, potatoes, and maize, and that 
the sum he had quoted represented :lOO or 400 
tons? 

Mr. GROOM: More than that. Abont 
3, 000 tons of maize. 

Mr. WHITE: 6,000 tons. 
Mr. BLACK said the member for Stanley 

would have an opportunity of replying at length 
if he was so disposed. If £2,612 represented 
6,000 tons of produce, the rates must be so very 
low that he could not imagine how the line could 
possibly pay the country at all. He did not 
object to that particular line any more than to 
some others, but he contended that no sufficient 
cause had been shown why they should spend 
£30,000 on ten miles of railway in a district 
which only yielded £2,612 worth of produce in 
one whole year. In addition to the traffic which 
that would create, there might be some up-load­
ing and B, small amount of passenger traffic, but 
the inhabitants could not be very numerous if 
they could only grow produce to the value of 
£2,612 in twelve months. There were agricultural 
districts in the colony which could produce fifty 
times more than that, and their claims for mil­
ways were not recognised in the Loan Estim!ttes. 
That Laidley Creek line was one of a bunch 
which hon. members on the other side had made 
up their minds to pass. Although he was speak­
ing against the line, he knew as certain as he 
was standing there that it would be passed, and 
nothing he could say would prevent it being 
constructed, but he was perfectly justified in 
expressing his view of the question, which 
was that the colony could not afford to spend 
money on such a railway at the present 
time. The member for Stanley need not 
be at all alarmed at it not being passed. 
It would certainly be passed. He (Mr. Black), 
however, would point out the ridiculous claims 
on which certain districts down here became 
entitled to railway consideration. He held in 
his hand a petition against the construction of 
that railway. It was a petition from tbe resi­
dents of the Laidley district, and showed-

" rrhat sensible of the advantages of branch railway 
lines when actually required to open up new country 
and induce fresh settlement, we view with much doubt 
an<l dissatisfaction the £ JO,OOO on the Estimates for 
the I.aidley Creek line." 

That was from residents of the Laidley dis· 
trict, and as the inhabitants of the district were 
not numerous he assumed that the majority 
were very likely signatories to the petition. 

Mr. WHITE: No, no; nothing of the sort. 
Mr. BLACK: The petition went on to say­
" Your petitioners humbly beg to lay before your 

honourable Honse their strong convictions :-
" 1. That the proposed bra.nch line cannot open up n.nr 

fresh country, or inrlnee ally mo1·e settlement than thm•e 
i.s at the present. 

"j_ '!'hat. the area that- ean he enltiyated in the r.~aidley 
Valley i:-l so limited that nucler the mo:-;t favourable con .. 
ditlons this vroposed line conld not he worked but at a. 
heavy and cont-inual loss. 

'.' 3 .. 'l'hat the settlers on Upper J.~aiidloy Creek, whom 
th1s lme will alone he ne tit, have alrendy a thorough good 
road to and witldn a reasonable distance of the railway 
station. 

'' 4. That the number of settlers on Upper Laidley 
Creek. m comparison with nw numbel' in other parts or 
the J..~aiclley district, that would reap no benetlt by this 
vroposed line are hut as 1 to 5; therefore grateful nx we 
are to the Government for recognising onr district, we 
respectfully COIJ,o;;ider that this large S1Ul1 ot' £81),00fJ 
wonlr1 be most injudiciously spent for the sole benefit of 
a. ~:<.mall but powerful minority of I.~a idley district. wllUst 
other and more populous portions have heen languishing· 
for assistance in the sh;lpe of wells and dams for the 
conserving· of water a.nrl various other matters. 

"We trust that your honourable Assembly will gi1·e 
these, our strong convictions, your serious attention. 
and your petititioners, as in duty bound will ever pra~v.'' 

That was signed by about 150 persons, and he 
was informed that they were the most influential 
inhabitants of the district. If the Minister 
for \Vorks was anxious for him to read the 
names he would do so. A number of the >signa­
tories were Germans, who he (Mr. Black) had 
always understood were entitled to every con­
sideration as agriculturists. He still maintained 
that there was no sufficient cause shown for the 
expenditure of that money, and he was glad to 
be able to record his protest against that parti­
cular line in addition to other lines that were 
in that schedule. 

Mr. GROOM said he wished to correct a state­
ment he made a few minutes ago. He had under­
stood that the amount he quoted was paid for the 
produce; but he now found it was the amount paid 
frH' freight. The correct figures were these : In 
1882 LaifUey despatched during the year 2,880 
tons, and paid for freight £1,250 ; in 1883, 6,177 
tons, and paid for freight £2,612. In 1882, at 
Toowooxnba, 2,G78 tons were despatched, and 
£2,953 paid for freight; in 1883, 6,803 tons 
despatched, and £7,809 paid for freight. Of 
course it would be understood that he was not 
in any degree opposing the vote. He knew the 
district and the people very well, and he believed 
the line would be a very useful one. 

Question put am! passed. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 

£24,000 be granted by way of loan for the exten­
sion of the Highfields Branch to Cmw's Nest. 
The plans had been approved by the House, and 
that vote was additional to the expenditure that 
\Vas going on. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA­

SURER, the CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported 
progress, and obtainecl leave to sit again to­
morrow. 

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COLTNCIL. 

The SPEAKER reported that he had received 
the following message :-

"Legislative Council Chamber. 
"Brisbane, 17th December, 1884. 

")fr. SPEAKER, 
" The Legislative Council agrees to the free con .. 

!erence, requested by the Legislative Assembly in their 
message of this day's date,. on the m11l:lject of the 
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Council's amendments in the Crown Lands Bill. dis­
agreed to by the Assembly and insisted on by the Council, 
and appoints tbat t.he same. be held in Ko. l Committee 
Room, Legislative Council, at 4·15 p.m. to-morrow, and 
th:tt the Hon. A. C. Gregory, the Hon. F. H. Hart, the 
Hon. W. P01·rest, the Hon. A. J. Thynne, the Hon. T. I,. 
Mnnay-Trior. and the Hon. W. P. I,ambert, lJe the 
managers thereof on their be halt 

"A. H. P.\L:mm, 
"President." 

The SPEAKER rep0rted that he had received 
a message from the Legislative Council stating 
that that House had agreed to the Legislative 
AHdemhly's amendment in the Legislative 
Council's CLmendment in dau;;e il2 of the Defence 
Bill. 

ADJOURNM.EN''l'. 
'!'he PRElVIIER, in moving the adjournment, 

said that for the information of hon. members 
who were not familiar with the practice on hold­
ing a conference between the two Houses, he 
might mention that at the time appointed the 
memhers' names were called over, and they then 
proceeded to the conference; the House sus­
pending its sitting nntil their return. He hoped 
that before that they would be able to dispose 
of all the items on the Loan Estimates down to 
the Ipswich and Warwick line. 

The House adjourned at four minutes to 12 
o'clock. 

Supply. 1961 




