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1896 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Question witlwut Notice. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesday, lG Deceml!eJ', 1884. 

Question.-Assent to Bills.-Question without !\~ot.ice.
Otlicials in Parliament Bill--thircl reading.·--Formal 
l\fotion.-Bundaberg Gas and Coke Comptmy Bill-~ 
third reading.--.Supply-JJoan l~stimatcs.-Crown 
I~:mds Rill-mes:mge from the Lt~gislative Coundl.--
A<ljourmnent. 

The SPJ~AIO~R took the chair at half-pa"t 
3 o'clock. 

QlJ:ESTION. 
;)fr. BUOKLANll asked the Colonial Trea

surer-
\Yhen it is likely the clam-shell llredge will be 

available for opening the channel iuto \rynnum Creek, 
as promi.s.ed 1Jy the rrreasurer iu Dec>ember of la~t 
ycm·? 

The COLOifiAL TREASURER (Hon. ;r. R 
Dickson) revlied-

The elam-shcll dredge is at present employed in the 
Coomera ltiver. and the departmc-mt hope on completion 
of her work there to ntake her availalJle for upenlug 
the clumnel int,o \·\'ynnnm Creek. 

ASSEifT TO BILLS. 
The SPEAKER intimated that he had 

received 1nessa.ges fron1 the Governor notifying 
His Excellency's assent, on behalf of Her 
;\lo,jesty, to the following Bills :-A Bill to 
amend the law relating to .Turors and to amend 
the J nry Act of lSG/ ; a Bill to establish a 
Board of Pharmacy in Queensland ttnd make 
better provision for the Registration of Phar
maceutical Chemists and for other purposes; and 
a Bill to pr•wide for the Drainage of Lands in the 
Colony of Queensland. 

QUESTION WITHOl'T XOTIOE. 
:VIr. NORTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I would 

like to ask the Minister for \Vorks, if I may, 
without notice, why there are not sufficient car
ria.ges on the nwruing train fron1 ~l\Hlwong to 
Brisbane? Every 1norning there are crowds 
of people who hELVe to come in by the 0 o'clock 
train, who have either to stand upon the plat
forn1R or go into tbe sAcond-class ca.rria.ges. 1 do 
not expect to have a direct answer now from the 
J\Iinister, lmt wish to bring the matter nnder his 
notice. 

The MINISTJm FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) : It is the first time I have heard of a 
crowd of people who could not get accommoda
tion. If the hon. gentleman will communicate 
with the Traffic J\lanager I an1 sure he will put 
the matter right. It is the first I have heard of 
the carriages being overcrowded. 

'The HoN. Sm T. J\IciLWnAITH : It is 
not the business of the hon. member for Port 
Cnrtis, or any other n1mnber, to cmnn1unicatn 
with the Traffic Manager ; it is the busines,; of 
the hem. :Minister for \Vorks· to cmnmnnicate 
with him, and keep his clepnrtment right. The 
less hon. members interfere with the 'fmtfic 
.Mane,ger the better, whether they are m em her" 
of the Gcwernmeut or the Opposition. 

The ;\liNIST};It l<'OR WORKS: If the 
Traffic J\Ianager\; a,ttention were called to the 
matter he would have the carriages there at 
once. I 1nalle the fmggestion in order to save 
time. 

Mr. SOOTT : ThL.; has been going on for >t 

very long tin1e. 
The Pll1£MIJ<:R: The hem. gentleman is out 

of order. 
The SPJ~AIC:ER: There is no que·-tiorc before 

the Honse. 
:\Ir. SCOTT : I shall put myself in order, sir, 

by moving the ncljournment uf the Hons<'.. ] 
intended Lo say only a word or two, and now it 
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will take two or three times as long to do so. I 
merely intended to say that this matter came 
under my personal knowledge months back. 
There has not been sufficient accommodation in 
that tmin between 8 o'clock and 9 o'clock in the 
morning, and it has been nearly in11)()::.~ible to get 
a scat in it. The so011er smnething is done the 
better. I do not know how the matter could ha1·e 
escapetl the notice of the Tratt1c .Manager; but 
it has been notorious. I move the adjournment 
of the House. 

The PREJ\IIER said: The proper way is to let 
the :!\1inister for \Vorks know these things, as he 
cannot he cognisant of everything- that takes place 
in the department. 'fhere hao never been a w<ml 
said in the Press, or to the JVIinister, or the Com
missioner, on this subject. If anytJ1ing i~ wrong 
the hear! of the department should be infornw.l, 
and then, if the case is not attended to, it is 
time to make a complaint. How the JYlinister 
can know of things he does not f\ee, I cannot say. 

Mr. KORTOX: The Premier says the proper 
way tf, bring a matter of this kind before the 
department is to let the Minister know. I let the 
Minister know; I put it before him as a question, 
and, in doing so, I stated that I did not expect 
to get a direct answer, I merely did so to draw his 
attention to it. I know complaints have been 
made abotlt this matter ow•r and over again. I 
may remark that I usually come in by that 
train, which comes from Ip,;wich, and arrives 
in Brisbane at about B o'clock. About a fort
night ago there were more c;crriages than there 
'vere people; smnetin1ef.> there were carrin,ges 
without any people in them at all; but for the 
last week or two it has been impossible to get a 
seat. This morning I stood up the whole way in, 
and yesterday morning I did the same. I am not 
speaking for myself alone ; there were others 
standing up in the san1e ca,rriage as n1vself, and 
the platform at the end of the can:iage was 
crowded. Not only that, hut upon other days 
when I have not chosen to stand np I have had 
to sit in a seconJ-class carriag·e. I thought that 
if the matter were brought up in this way it would 
have much more effect than as a complaint to the 
Traffic :Manager. At the same time I quite 
agree with the Premier that the ]Jroper course 
is to direct the attention of the Minister to it. 
I think the Minister might have he en satisfied 
to say that he would attend to it, in~tead of 
telling me that I had better look after it myself. 

The MIKIH'rER FOR WOHKS said: The 
hon. nJemher has admitted that it has been only 
during- the last eight or ten days that this over
crowding has occurred. 

Mr. NOR TON: I said it existed afortnightago. 
The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS: I am very 

glad indeed to hear that the train is crowded, 
and 1 elm promise the hon. member that I shall 
take care that reasonable accommodation is pro
vided. 

The Hox .. r. M. l\L\CHOSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,--! may as well draw the JYlinister', 
attention to another fact in connection with the 
railway traffic. I have frequently seen the 
Sandgate 1norning train overcro\vded. 1\Iany 
people have had to .~tand on the platform; I 
have often done it myself for many weeks past ; 
in fact, for many months past, at different 
times. If the Minister is going to reform the 
traffic on the Ipswich line, he might also reform 
the traffic on the tlanclgate ltaihn<y, especially on 
that porti<m of the line between Brisbane and the 
Alhion. The course pointed ont by the Colonial 
Secretary may he the right one to purwe in these 
matters, hut I remember the time when even if 
a porter failed in his <lnty the hon. gentleman 
would stanrl up in the House and "ttnck the 
Minister for vVnrks. 

The PREMIER: No. 

The HoN. J. M. J\1ACROSSAN: Yes; regu
larlv. 

TIJe PREMIER: No; you cannot find it in 
Hansrwd. 

Question put and uegati vecl. 

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT BILL
'fHIHD HEADE\G. 

On the motion of the PHEJ\IIJ~R, this Bill 
was read a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legi:;lative Council for their 
concurl'ence by uwssage in the usnal fonn. 

FOTU\IAT, J\IOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :
By Mr. PALl\iEH-
That there he laicl u]JOH the table of the House. a 

Return ;-;howing the total c~ost and cxpen<1itnr~ in the 
constrn<~tion of the raihvav line bct,vel·n ltJswwh anU 
Toowoomha; pnrt.icularisi11g the co~t per mile frmu 
:Murphy's Creek to the top of the )lain Range. 

BUXDABERG GAS AXD COK.E COM
PA:"'Y BILL--THil:lD READING. 

On the motion of J\Ir. BAILEY, this Bill was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered to ~e 
transmitted to the Leg-islative Council for thmr 
concurrence, by 1nessage in the usual forrn. 

STJPPL Y -LOAN ESTIJYL\. TES. 
On the motion of the COLO:"/IAL TREA

SUHEIC, the Speaker left the clmir, "nd the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
·whole to consider the Loan Estimates. 

The COLOXIAJ" 'fREASUHER moved that 
there be g-ranted, out of Loan, a sum of 
£7GO,OOO to defray Immig-ration expenditure. 
He had previmmly pointed out that the expen
ditme in connection with that service since 
the 1st July, 1882, had been no less a sum 
than £550,000, while from the special surplus 
revenue appropriation of £150,000, the greater 
portion - namely, £137,000-had been spent, 
leaving-, on the 1st October last, only a sum 
of £12,000 to the credit of surplus revenue to 
provide for the continuance of immigration. The 
g-reater portion of that expenditure was incurred 
in 1883, and the expenditure was still going on. 
It was expected that that sum of £750,000 would 
provide for immigration for the next five years 
at least, and it was hoped that the pn blic worlm 
which were proposed by the Government woul<l 
form such an attraction as would induce a large 
POlJulation to the colony without putting the 
State to actual expense to such an extent as had 
been the case during the last three or four 
years. 

'fhe HoN. SIR T. l\IciLWRAITH said that on 
the previous clay the hon. Treasurer had delivered 
his second Financial Statement for the year. 
Of course there was a large amount of matter 
in it well worthy of discussion, am! in consenting
to the motion to go into Committee of Supply 
he had no intention of allowing that discns;ion 
to l""·'· On the other hand, he thoug-ht it would 
be 1nore convenient to have the discussion iu 
committee, because they could get more infor
mation without transgressing the rule" of the 
House. He would like the Treasurer to state 
the reason for the very apparent want of refer
ence to the position of the Land Bill throughout 
the whole of his l<'inancial Statement. The 
hon. gentlen1an had given no reason why a 
loan of such mag-nitude as that proposed should 
he gone into "·hen the Land Bill, which 
was to provide the nece¥'ary amount for the 
payment of the increased inte1·e:;t, was still 
undecided. One would have imagined frorn the 
critical position of that Bill, according to that 
part nf the Press which usu,lly supported the 
Government, J:hat the subject would have been 
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well worthy of discussion in the House. But 
there was not the slightest reference to it. If 
the Government depended on the Lttnd Bill for 
finding the intere.st, and A,!,;o adhered to their 
previouxly expre~sed detenninatiun not to 
pass the Loan Bill before the Land Bill he 
would like to know if the Loan Bill was dejJen
dent on the Land Bill passing. The Committee 
ought to have had tlmt information before they 
went into the Loan J•:stimates at all. If the 
Land Bill did not pass, what was the alterna
tive? vVould the Government still g·o on with 
the Loan Bill? H,wing in the last Parliament 
contended that no money should be borrowed 
until it was clearly seen how the interest was to 
be pair!, and having carried out that principle on 
work. during the present session, he thought it 
was mcumbent on the l\linistrv to take notice 
of_ what w11s .a probable ri~k--namely, the Land 
Bill not passmg. If that risk became a certainty, 
what would be the position? vVould the !o~tn be 
withdrawn, or 1noclitied, or decreased in amount? 
\Vhat steps did the Government propose to 
t~ke? 

After a pause-

Th8 HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAN said the 
Premier ought to try to get a Cabinet Council. 

The PREMIER: What is the matter? 
The HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN : Tt seemed 

that the Colonial Treasurer could not answer "' 
plain <juestion put to him by the leader of the 
Opposition, without whispering in consultation 
with the Premier. He would advise the hon. 
gentleman to take all his colleagues ~tnd hold "' 
Cabinet Council. 

The PllEMIER : I am prepared to answer 
any question you put. vVhat is the question you 
want answered? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSRAN: The Colo
nial Treasurer would be able to tell the hrm. 
gentlem>tn what rtuestion they wanted answering. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was 
quite ready tn answer the question put by the 
hon. member for l\Tulgrave. He thought the 
hon. gentlerna,n would have gone into a length
ened criticism of the statement he (the Colonictl 
'l'reasurer} made on the previous day. However, 
the hon. gentleman wanted to know the position 
the Government took up with reference to the Loan 
J~stin1ates in connection with the present p(mi
tion of the Land Bill, and he acC1med him (the 
Colonial Treasurer) of not taking into considera
tion the position of that Bill in the statement he 
had made. He thought he did refer to the Bill, 
and to the expectation that the Government 
had of increasing the revenue by its operation. 
He did not think he was justified in guing into 
minute details of the operation of the Bill, 
because he !me! frequently said that no man 
~tt the present time could definitely state what 
wonld be the extent and the force of its 
opemtion on the finances within the next 
three or four years. If that were ~tttempted, it 
would be met by counter-statements-and on 
both sides they would be conjectural-as to what 
the financial result would be. The Bill was 
one which was intended to largely contribute to 
an increased revenue in the future; and it was 
doubtless in view of the Bill becoming law tlmt 
the Loan Estimates had been arranged, because 
not only were those Estimates larger than any 
hitherto brought before the House, but the annual 
interest would be greater, and a larger revenue 
would be required to assist in paying that interest. 
They were not yet in "' position to say in what 
condition the Land Bill would finally pass; but 
in the expectation of its becoming law pretty 
much in its present form, the Government had 
no hesitation in submitting those Estimates to 
tha Ch11mher Tl1e QQvemm~nthf.lcllJ?en f.lml~~c! 

several times during the session of delaying the 
consirleration of the Estimates, and they had as 
repeatedly stated in reply that the Estirmttes 
would not be considered until substantial pro
gress hacl been m~tde with the Land Bill in that 
Chamber. The ch>n~tcter of the Land Bill h~td 
now been twice affirmed by th~tt Chamber, and 
they h~td every 1·eason ~tnd right to believe 
that it would become law substantially in its pre
sent shape. Therefore, they were now proceed
ing with the consideration of the Loan Estimates. 
He did not at all disguise the fact that the Loan 
Estimates had been fmrned on the supposition 
that the Land Bill would become law, and as 
there was every probability that that would be 
the c~tse, he had no hesitation in asking the 
Chamber to consider those E:;timates which the 
eountry expected to be passed at the present 
time. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL WRAITH said the 
Colonial Treasurer had made a very circuitous 
speech to avoid answering his questions, and in 
doing so he had given"' very strong reason why 
they should postpone the consideration of those 
Estim~ttes. The hon. gentleman said they had 
every right to assume that the Land Bill would 
pass. J"et hon. members remember what the 
Lm1d Bill was ; it was one of the most 
important links in the chain of the Govern
ment pol1cy, and without it their policy was 
impossible. They had over and over again 
argued tlmt it was a most improper position for 
a Government to take up-to borrow money 
without showing clearly where the extra revenue 
required to meet the interest on it was to 
be provided. Kow, the position of the Land 
Bill was such that the Colonittl Treasurer had 
not the slightest right to assume that it would 
pass. He would go further, and say he believed 
the Government were certain in their own 
minds that the Bill vmuld not pass, and that they 
had already m~tde ~trrangements ~ts to wh~tt they 
~tctually intended to do if the Bill did not pasR. 
And yet the Government now asked them to 
do what was simply a mockery-to vote ten 
millions of money on the faith of a Bill passing 
which they believed would not pass. Ko Gov
ernment ought to play pranks on the Com
mittee in that extraordinary way, and especially 
at that time of the session. But, without 
saying a single word about the Land Bill, he 
need only read the comments made from the 
other side when he brought forward his three
million loan in 1870, to show that if they ad
hered to their own principles they had not the 
slightest sh~tdow of an excuse for bringing for
ward the loan at the present time. He believed 
the country 0ught to have a loan. He had 
a! ways advocated the extension of certain of 
their rail ways by loan, and he did not believe 
they ought to be stopped; but he was thoroughly 
opposed to the proposition to borrow ten 
millions of money at the present time. It 
was not justified by the circumstances of the 
colony, and it was still less justified by the 
circumstances of Parliament. \Vh~tt was their 
present position? They had had legislation 
during the last five months which the Premier 
had often described as being of a non-contentious 
character ; but it had often been "' great deal 
worse than non-contentious-it had been beneath 
the dignity of the House to spend its time upon. 
The early part of the ses-'ion was to a great 
extent wasted in small measures, and now they 
asked Parliament to vote them ten millions of 
money at a time when it was utterly impoosible 
for the House to give a fair and unbiassed 
opinion upon the propo~al. A large number of 
members had left town. The present was the 
first time for a long while that they had seen 
whr.t might be called even a moderately small 
UmJ.~e, while lllt~t ni~rht it Wl'l~ 11-!mo~t 11 clispl11y 
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of empty benches. It would not be possible to 
get a much better House together even if they 
postponed the consideration of the Estimates for 
another week, because many of the country mem
bers had left, and others had made arrangements to 
start very soon. The conse~uence was that they 
were obliged either to swallow the Estimates as 
they were or prevent any business being done at all. 
He had no intention to prevent business beino
done, but at the same time he had no intentio~ 
that that loan should pass without the country 
understanding the principles on which it had 
been brought forward. He would read an extract 
from a speech delivered by the present Premier 
when he (Sir 'r. Mcilwraith) introduced his 
three-million loan in 11>79 :-

"We have spent already much time during the 
se.ssion and have made no real progress; but that want 
of progress is to be charged to the Government them
selve~, because, while they have been frittering away 
our t1me on a variety of matters of less importance, thev 
have declined until last week to let us know 1vhat their 
rea.! poliry of Public "-~orl->:s \Vas. \Ve on this side of the 
Hon._..,e have been waiting and asking for information, 
from the beginning of the se8sion, to hear what 
the policy wa.s, or to have its principles dis
closed. '!'he hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government had a place of repentance, or, at least, a 
locus penitent he ~it does not necessarily follow that 
that means a place of repentance~,vhen he made his 
statement on introducing the IJoan Estimates: but 
having heard it, I ask, do we really knmvtheirintent'ions? 
I must say that I still have some lingering suspieion 
that they may turn round and say they did not mean 
this or that." 

On that occasion he (Sir T. Mcilwraith) had 
actually laid the Loan ]<~stimates on the table 
two months before the session closed, and com
menced the debate by moving them six weeks 
before it came to a conclusion. On the present 
occasion the Premier had already intimated that 
the session must close next week, and that of 
next week only two days were available. Durinc' 
that short period they were asked to vote te~ 
millions of money in addition to all the other 
work that was before them. Considering the 
present juncture it was interesting to note the 
hon: gentleman's views as to the position of 
affmrs at that time. The Premier said, in the 
course of the same debate:-

"At the present time we know that we are worse off 
than during the previous history of the colony for 
1na~~- years: <;>u! revenue, instead of receiving a yearly 
add1tlon to It, Is, If not falling off, at any rate stationary." 

He hoped the Colonial Treasurer was listening. 

The COLONIAL TRRASURER: I am 
listening. The revenue is increasing now. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWHAITH said the 
hem. gentleman seemed to expect that the usual 
spurt at <;Jhristmas was going to last for ever. 
The Premier went on to s'w :-

" Our population is not incr~asing as it was wont to 
do; on the contrary, the action of the Government has 
tended rather to decrease than to increase popnbLtion. 
Our products are not incl'easing as they hnve done, and 
as they ought to ; and we find our::;elves, therefore, in 
difficult circumstances-not peculiar to Queensland, I 
must say, bnt shared in by nearly the whole of the 
civilis~d world at this time. rrhat fact, ho\vever, is a 
1nost nnportant element in the consideration of the 
afl'ai~s of the colony, and no Government has any right 
to bnng down a proposition involving a large expendi
ture of public money without taking that fact into their 
serious consideration. I have no doubt the Treasurer 
will tell ns he has considered it. but I maintain that he 
has not given due weight to this circmnstance; and, 
though I give him every credit for a knowledgA of the 
world, I still say he has not given proper weight to them. 
Therefore the proposals he makes to the House under 
existing circumstances are unsatisfactory. I am a 
believer in party government. I believe that general 
rules and prmciples prove the best in the Iona run for 
conducting public business, just as in the priv;te affairs 
of men; but if ever there was an occasion when one·H 
faith in the principles of party government could be 
sllfillen it i~ tile pl'~~~nt, H l!On, mtrntlJ@l'~ 91! tll~t, oi<,\g 

were free to express their opinions upon the policy now 
submHted, without endangering the position of the Gov
ernment, that policy would be condernrwd by an over
whe1 ming majority. If I am defeated on this motion, it witl 
be bee a use a sufficient nmnber oi the House prefer to keep 
the present occupants of the Treasury benches in their 
places ra,ther than condemn a 11olicy 'vhich in their 
hearts they did uot approve of. \Ye must., howeYer, take 
things as we find them, and I would say that it is not 
with the desire of turning the 11resent Government out 
of ofllce th~Lt I move this motion. I wish that the 
matter could be disrJOsed of on its merits entirely irre
spective of the interests of the occupiers of the Treasury 
bencht's. I hope that a higher sentiment will prevail with 
hon. members than the interests of Government or of 
party. 'rhe IH'esent time is not one in which anyone 
need be eager to have the re:!~ponsibility of conducting 
the affairs of the colony. 1 believe from my heart hon. 
members on the other side think so, too; but, from the 
fact that the circumstances of the colony are different 
11ow to what they were in prosperous times, it requires 
more skill and wisdom to pilot lt through its troubles. 
'l'ha.t fact ought only to give rise to more caution and 
more care, and to call for the exercise of those higher 
t!ualities of statesmanship which we had hoped hon. 
members sitting on the rrreasury benches possess, and 
which they ought to have been able to show now." 

Just let them consider that speech as being part 
of his (Sir T. Mcilwraith's) at the present time, 
and just let hon. members refer to the amount of 
statesmanship shown by the Minister for \Vorks 
during the present session. Then :\fr. Griffith 
went on:-

"But there is one great difference~ that the late 
Government ne\'er made it theiri)Olicy simply to borrow 
money. The proposition that I shall endeavour to estab
lish is, that the only policy disclosed by the Govermnent 
up to the present time is to borrow nwncy simply. If 
you ask the question, '·what will you do with it r' the 
answer is, ''l'hat is immaterial; we will bon·mv the 
monPy.' If you ask,' Iu \vhich direction will you take 
the lines? • the answer is, ' '\re will settle that after
wards; let us have the money.' If we ask, 'Upon 
what principle will you construct these branch lines?' 
the answer is, '\V e do not know; there is at present no 
principle applicable, but we will find that out afterwards 
-only let us have the money.' I will go through this 
policy, and show that there is nothing more in it, frmn 
beginning to end, but to l)OITow money; and I need not 
remind hon. members that that is a n1ost unsatisfactory 
state of things. It is only ~1 fragment of a policy, and 
it does not require any great bus1ness capacity m· states
manship to borrow money, if anyone willlenfl it to you; 
on the other hand, it is eYidence of statesmanship to 
borrow money. Sllend it upon reproductive works, and 
establish a sound system upon which to pay the interest 
without ruining everybody by the IJrocess.'' 

Hon. members must consider that the Trea
surer was now slavishly following his (Sir T. 
Mcllwraith's) Rstimates, even to the extent of 
giving the general direction of the railways out 
west. 

"At the present time I am contented to confine 
myself to l'Ondcmning the provosals of the Government. 
In considering the separ<1te items of the Loan E~timates 
itnmst be borne in mind that this loan of three millions 
is intended to carry us over three years. All will 
agree that a million a year is quite enough to borrow. 
alld it cannot be expected that anything beyond that 
will be added during the next three years. The 
first item is immigration, for which service the 
Government propose to borrow £1110,(100, which, With the 
addition of £SO.OOO or £90,000 which the Treasurer 
says he has 'in hand, means a serious diminntion in 
immigration. 1Yith a present debt of over ten mlllions, 
or about £50 a head on a vopnlation of 200,uOO, '"e 
cannot afford to increase that debt to the enormous 
extent proposed unle~s we have some proposition which 
will have the effect of increasing the population so as to 
divide the burden among a grc-)ater number of people. 
It is absolutely suicidal, without making provision to 
increase the population, to propose to increase the 
public debt to such an enormous extent." 
That, hon. members mnst remember, was a 
spe.ech of Mr. Griffith's in 1878. 

The PREMIEH : And a good speech too. 
The HoN. Sm T. lVIciLWRAITH said the 

hem. gentleman reminded them of their debt per 
head at that time, but he would like to know 
wh~t it wm1ld b~ ~PPl1 with th~ ~nomw1.1~ go~t of 
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immigration, and the equally large number of 
departures every week from the colony. 

"The 'rrer~snrer does uot s.ay he 1n·oposb to rely upon 
adclitional trailie on the line~ he sa) P he relies upon 
additional laud revenue; but unless some change i.-; 
made in the bLw no additional rm· <"nue wilt be derived 
from that source. Here is, then. a proposition sim}lly 
to borrow money for an unknown, nnascert.aineG. pur
pose, without any lll'Oposition as to r:dsing revenue to 
pa,y any l_mrt of the interest. I expcet by-and-by the 
Tremmrcr will say he does not propose to bol'l'0W ::tll at 
once." 
lie would draw the 'freasurer's attention to the 
fact once aga,in, that 1T.r. (}riffith was spen.ldng 
then. 'rhe hon. gentleman next referred to eome 
rather rosy prospects that he (SirT. Yic[lwmith) 
drew of the probable increase of tracle, and he 
said-

" ''rhat additionnlrevenni'J will there be from the lanct 
throngh the constrnction of that line~ Will there be 
more land taken up~ We have been told tlmt runs 
there were 110t stocked for want of water, and tlutt 
there a.ro droughts for hvo m· three years at a time-will 
that be remediecl? 

"The PRE?IriER: Yes. 
"::.\fr. GU.LFFTTH: The railway cannot bring rain. 

Possibly the drought might be rcuwclied, not by the 
railway, bnt by the money borrmved. It is not the 
construction of the J'aihv::tv but the monev authorised 
to be borrowed that is look'cd to, to remedy the drought. 
The mere conf..truction of that line, which "\YC knmv 
will not pay its working expen~es, wHl not of itself, 
without some H(lditional proposition aecomtmnying it, 
iucrease the land revenue any more than the extension 
of the railway in the southern district." 
Hon. members must remember that the rail
way the hon. gentleman was condemning was 
exactly the SC1,1118 as that proposed to be extendecl, 
and a sum of £31JO,OOO was down on the Esti
mates for the purpose. 1Ir. Gritfit, '''ent on :-

" 'rlwn we have the Xorthern Railway- where is that 
going tor A proyosition to construct a. 1·ailway to the 
moon would not be much more absurd. 'rhey tell us 
one terminus, but not the other. The known one is to 
be at Charters r:l'owers, but we knmv of no surveys 
beyond there. 'l'he GoYel'nment, in fact, propose to 
borrow money fol' 130 miles of railway before they have 
begun to survey the route. \Yhat is thel'e to show that 
that extension will be immodiatclv beneficial to the 
land revenue of the colon\'? It seelns almost nonsense 
to ask such questions. i:t seems impossible that allY 
set of men affecting to govern a coun1r~T can mak'e 
sneh a wild vroposition~to borrmv money about the 
mode of expenditure of which they l..:now nothing. The 
only result wonld be that thr, country will 1)e perma
nently saddled with the pannent of intere~t for many 
years before there could be any possible return. sO 
mueh for the trnnk lines of railway, the construction of 
which I should cordially approve Or if the vroposal to 
eonstrnct were accompanied. :u; such a propo1•"Ll ahntys 
ought to be, with a 1n·oposition to meet the interest on 
the cost of construction." 
Hon. members would see on the map hang-ing in 
the Chamber the blue line indicating the lines 
that the late Government constructed; and the 
red lines indic>tting the extensions woulcl be seen 
to go exactly in a straight line out w0st. 'rhe 
late Government said ex>tctly where their lines 
were going, an <I \Vf-'re prepared to nmrk the rail. 
waye definitely from town to town ; bnt the 
Govern1nent had no\v actuall~v dra\vn a :.;traight 
line a fe\v n1iles due we~-;t, knowing nothing, he 
believed, of where the ra.ilwayR \vere going. 
The hon. member then went on,' on page l208 ~>f 
Hcmsm·d :-

"Has tht?re ever been nn instanee known in this 
colony of Parliament authm·ising- the bonowing of 
money for railways before ~anetioning- thP lines to be 
constrncted ~ Has J)nrlinmcnt eYer authori:-;ed the 
borrmving of half-a-million without fil'~t knowing wlwre 
the lines \Vere to go? 'l'he usual praetiee wns to gf-~t the 
lines authorised, and then to ask for the money: but 
this is to bo exactly rever:0:ed. and. the House iS to be 
askecl to borrow the moncoy wit.hout ~rructioning the 
works, and with the knowledge that the Government 
will not be in a position to at'k the House to nuthorise 
them for two years." 
\Vhy, there was that line from \V arwick to St. 
Gem·ge, in a civili,;ecl district, whe1·e any ,;urveyur 

might have made a good survey, and yet there 
it was drawn on the map for 200 miles in a 
straight line. He \VOnlcl ~ext read smne extra~ts 
from the speech of lVJr. Dickson, now Q,,lomal 
'rreasnrer. That hon. member said :-

•· The hon. gentleman's remal'ks chiefly go to ~how 
that he eonsiclers there exists a necessity for bOl'l'OWing 
money at the llrcsent time for the purpose of keelJiug 
up the cretlit of the colony-or, in other words, to pro
ville against the stop)lage of puhlic \Vorks thron.8;h want 
of lonn funds. He objeets, however. to borrow stwh 
stuns as maY be conveniently obtained from time to 
time, hnt pr8fers to go 1n for what he terms :1 compre
hensive loan poliey. coverin}! a. suflleient amount for all 
purposes dnriug the ensuing three years. I~ut he 
shows no neeessit.Y for atloptillg this course. He 
:says he is only foll()wing the example set l)y previous 
'l'reasnrers, who asked, from time to tim~, for sueh 
mollcy as \vas required; \Vhereas he intends to a~k in 
adva.nee for the same amount of mouev as wonld lJe 
required lJy other 'l'reasurcrs a,t aumlal periods. I 
cannot ohRerve that he has advaneed a. single argument 
to show that any saving or benefit to the colony \Yill 
result from borrowing so large nu amount of public 
~oney in one estimatf;. He added, subsequently, that 
he di.d not intend. to float the whole of the loan at one 
time; but, if the Loan Blll is JHtssed, he will be able to 
act as he likes, ancl no restrictions can be imposed uyon 
him." 
That was all about his three-million loan. The 
hem. the Treasurer would, he hoped, listen to it, 
because he was going to say sornething ubout it. 

"He knows it was an empty vaunt to tell us that we 
conld impose restrictions upon hiltl, because, if tho Loan 
Bill is once passed, he ean sell the clebentnrt?<;: as lle 
pleases, and no enaetment could prevent him from doing 
so. Nor shnnld I recommend the House to illllJO:"e any 
such restriction, inasmneh as the Exe('ntiYe lm,:.; a right 
t.o accept the full responsibilities of their action, a11d 
a,(~cept the responsibilities ot' selling the loan at once, 
by deferred instalment or s;uch other manner as they 
may consider conducive to the interests of the colony. 
'l'he Uolonial 'l'reasnrtor has no right to tell the 0p}Josi-
1icm that tllev mav relieve him -of his respon~ibili
tie"l by preventing him from selling the loan in any 
larger portion than the Ovposition consider hest. He 
::tbdica.te" his proper functions if he asl{s either the House 
or the Opposition to prevent him from having that full 
control which the Administration ought to llOsse~s so as 
1 o deal \vith the funds of the colonv in such manner as 
they consider most beneficial." ~ 
Tlmt was the present Treasurer of the colony, who 
was now trying to get the full and uncontrolled 
expenditure of £10,000,000. 

'' 'l'hose are the two main questions. and the Treasurer 
need not imagine he is ans\vcring this objection when 
he says that lie will be reeeiving 8~ per cent. intt'rest 
from l'ailways. Ho may receive that return when they 
are con::;trnc: .. ·.tcd ; but the vres;ent loan is 1 o extend over 
three years, and tbe !'everal liues proposed. even if 
sanctioned. will not be COllllllcted within that time. 
Where is tho intere~t. menu while, to be founcl to pay for 
the money not employed or being employed in the cou
strnction of these hues? That is the whole gist, or a 
very important part, of the present contention. 

* * * * * * 
"At this stage I enter my protest against this system 

of borrowing money. I say that thb :"yst.em lllUf't lmYc 
n termination sooner or later. If we arc siinlJly to g·o on 
borrowing money for the 1mrpose of keeping up our loau 
ba.la.nee .. , depend upon it it will soon have a dha~trons 
(\Onclusion. \1re are endea.voul'ing to extmul our cred1t 
far bryond the gradual inm·,·nse of om· capital, and there 
can be bnt one termination to SlH'll n disastrGns pro· 
eectnre. 

* * * * 
" I do not de11recate borrowing-, bnt wo ought to take 

warning by mu· present position to borrow ouly for 
rGJH'oclnctive works. That sllonld rertainly IJe the kPy
note of our ftut.her loan proposal~. fn the past we have 
been horrowin~, if not too largely. cert:d11ly not wisely, 
and we ongllt to be \varued b.v the errors of the past; 
and the Treasurer of the day, to whit'hcyer party he 
belongs, ,:.;i10nl(l take ca.re that the country is only com
mitted to loan obligations which will be re-invested in 
works of a sufficientlyreproductiYe character to provide 
interest upon Sllt,J increasing obligations. 

* * * * * * 
"As a member of thi:JO House [ prote:;;t against the new 

svstcm the Treasurer seeks t.o introdnef~" antl which I 
1l1ay term ' neto1·iani.sing' our instit nt.ions-that, be
cau~c tlle nctorian Legislature has passccl a loan for 
t;C''en millions without ilH!Uil'y--



''All ilm<ot:lLUIU 3IE>IIH:lt: Xew Sotith \\'ale:;. 
.. )fr. DicKsox: It ct.oe~ not matter. 
"The CoLOXJAL SECttKl'ARY: It iti somewhere. 
": . .\lr. DICK.-;ox : It is something like the Government 

r:tilways, nncertain aud vague. I say th:.tt the fact of 
a si~t..er colony having passed ~1 loan without inquir
ing miJmt.ely int.o details is no argnment that the 
same thing· ~honld be done here. The IIou:.;;e has 
a right to scruthlisc such a largo loan propo~al 
a:-; this, aucl I con:::.ider it an immlt to the intelli
gence of hon. members tllat they should be asked 
to vote somethmg like a mill1on and a quarter 
for the construction of railways 'vhich the 
Uovermncnt themselves have not the sllghtest know
letlge of. rrhcy have no ::;nrvcys in their pos::;cssion; 
they ]\:nOw nothing- ot' the elmraetcr of the country 
these lines mn~t trnver~e or to what point or the emu
pass they intend to go. I ~ay, nnclel' these circmn
st.a.nces, the proposal i'5 a most monstrous one ; and. I 
am ::.-ure tha,t even hon. 1nernbers who may ardently de~ ire 
to ~ee the construction of these main trunl\ lines-nncl I 
cla'"'-;my:5eH amongHt theltl, if it be doue npon a safe ba~is 
-·wHl agrcn with me that no Clovernment has a. right to 

..;olieit the eontldenee of llon. members to the extent 
Lha.t they are to be giYcn the rmrnnand of three 
millions of money to eon:::;trnet raihn1:vs to lend any
where and nowhere. If the Uovernmcnt had come down 
anti said t.lwv intendetl makiug these lines to eortai.n 
points we might respect them for having carefully con
siderell. the matter and obtained due intoruwtiou; but 
I say that such a proposition ~ts this surpassc.s all the 
bonnet~ of 'leecncy awl propriety in constitutional par
hameutary government." 

The :Ylini"ters now proposeu to carry the lim's 
due west from the authorised termini without 
the slifihtest reference to any settlement in the 
interior of the colony. 

''I think tllc vaguene:-~ of the loan proposals re fleet 
no ert·dit on the Government, and will have a very 
injnrjou~ efl'cd upon our borrowing lJ(nvers. We have 
been aceust.omed, in transmitting loans to England, to 
accont}IHHY them \Yitll ~t.ati:-;tics shO\Villg the po~ition of 
the colony, the nature of the works embraeed jn such 
J,o:m }~stimates, antl, in short, giving every information 
to the burcrs of our <lelJcntHl'e~ nt home; but that 
informat.i.On it will be out of the pO\ver of the 'l~ruLsnrer 
to conYey, becan~e he i"' not in possession of it, and his 
I.oan Bill will bn reeeivcd as not having received that 
mLreful forethought and attention which it ought to 
receive unless accOlllllaniecl by that informatwn." 

No doubt the Minister for \Yorks was just as 
anxions as the Tre>tsurer to know wh>tt he sitid 
on that occasion ; but he wonld not take up the 
time of the Committee by readini( that hon. 
member's speech. l\fr. Griffith, on that occasion, 
claimed and got the rifiht of reply, and he 
wound np his sveech thu" :-

.. If ever there v;,·}b a matter vitally coneerning the 
prost,e..:ts of a ymmg colony it is n proposal of this kind, 
which is a mere lcH,p in the dark---a speculation like 
; .. nunbliug-·-if it is snccessful it 1vill bring us out all right, 
;Lnd if lnlsucccsslul it \Yill lead us into financial t-roubles 
which may take more than a generation to get rid of. 

* * * * * * * 
"I appcnl to the House, and, if it is against me, to the 

country, Eor a verdict in this matter. I complain, 
further, that they have proposed no means of providing 
for the 1myment of the interest on the proposccl loan. 
Kornc sort of answer has been attem}lted to be made to 
that. but to tlte other clmrges 110110 Whatever. rl'he 
Colonial 'l'rca~nrcr tells us a. large loan is neeessa,ry-for 
what~ -to keep the worknten -now cmployeU by the 
(~overnmcnt. still going. 'l'o horrow money for such a 
poliry is absolutely ruinous, and. the sooner we abandon 
it the better. J~nt I do not believp the mon0:r is wanted 
for any such }nnpose. for if it were ~o not more than 
£ ns.ooo of the whok amonnt eould be applied to it. 
All the rest of the money could not be cmployerl until 
Parlialllent has met next year anll approYecl of the plans 
---until the lantl ha:-; bcenre:mmed ~uHl theeontraets let, 
\Vhi.eh cannot be until tl1c enll o[ next yca.r at the 
earliest. :.\ot a farthing of the rest could be emvloyecl 
for the }mrpo~e :-ougge~tctl, aud Hmst, if borrowed. lie idlu 
in the bauks. 

* * * * 
"ruder thr"e cir,~mnstanees, no sane man having any 

regard for the intere~t of tile country can prO} lOse to 
honow thc:;c large snms of money without making also 
a propo:sition as io how the intereSt is to be paid mCan
whi],, to llrevl·nt ns from g-cttiug into i.nextrleable 1inan
<~hl (lillicn\ti( "· Wl' kllO\V, ·mrl tllC' Government kuow, 
ultlwugb. thL.f ha~·c not the courage to make the lJl'Opo-

Sttpplp. if)(Jl 

sit.ion, that :<~omeone '\Vil1 have to make it. They know 
tile money to pay the interest will have to be fonnd, but 
they put. otr the evil clay. One lwn. member lold us to
night that 'vhen we eJme into power 1ve can do it; and 
110 doubt that expresses tltc views of the Government. 
They say--· Clive us the money antl let others pay for 
it; we shall have the 1noney and eert.am aclva,ntages 
apllertaining to it.' I do not mean to say advant:.Lges for 
thern:scln..:s, l1ut for those parts of the countl}- they 
more part i.cularly rcvresent. I call that rank cmvardh.'e. 
It i:s trusling to the fntnre, liken reckless Sllelldthrl_ft 
or g-ambler. \nwn we were in omce we proposed certmn 
rnt;~ms of paying tlle interest, and if they weye insufti
cienL the mislal{C was an honest one ; and that 
principle ot the railway reserves will yet have to be 
a.ppliecl to ]lay the interc"t on the construction of these 
l'<lilw:q·\-. Xo one kuows that better than the hon. 
gentleman at the head or the Covernment. The 
)li.nister t'or \Yorks tells us the lines will be immediately 
revrodnctive, but the Premier ]ll'O]JOS('S to lllLY interest 
on them ont of land sales. \V here 'vonld t11e price 
come from in the present ::state of the eolony r 
\rn shall be repeating the process going on in 
.\'ow Honth ·wales---the money borrmved wm go 
into the hanks. 1\~e shall want £100.0./0 ~t 
Ycal' more to keep going. To get that extra £100,000 
la.nrl will be plaeefl in the market. The swmttcr::s witl 
lmy the land aucl pay for it by oYerdrai'ts at thl'l banks 
made out of this Yery money. In this way a portion of 
t.llis mouey will be credited to Hevenne as well as to 
I1(lan. As \Yell as standing in the banks to the credi.t 
of the Government Loan J .. ceount, it wiil stand there to 
the <~ovcrurnent ltevenne ~-\ccount. The mnd will be 
sol;\ nominally for ea.sh, but really on creU.it to the 
banks. '!'he inoney will be doing clouble tluty--ap}m
rently a large sum will be in the bauk::-; to the La'edit of 
the Government when there will lJl~ really none at all. 
'!'hen. he says, a, grf"lL advantagA will be gaiuccl by bor
r<nvingone loan in three instalments. '!'he position taken 
UIJ by the Oppo~ilion to borrow abontone milli.on at a time 
as w'anted it; objeded to. lJnt what conceivable advan
tage <.:.ln there be iu going into the money-market. and 
:o;aying. ·"re arc going to borrow three millions, but 
only want one million this year'!- What shall"'B ga.in 
1Jy authorising a loan of three milllons c~xeep1, that the 
Government will gain the advantage of being ctble to 
borrow the whole ~tmonut. ut onee r And seeing the ·way 
loa.ns are tloated in Lonrlon, there may b8 a syuclieate 
to float the whole loan at once. If [-;0, the bulk of the 
mom~y will remain idle. and we sh:.tll pay interest on it. 
If we are to borrow three millions, what can we gain by 
plcdgir~g mu·selve~ for thre-e years to borrow no more 
during that period~ I:; there a.nything rational in thisr 
rrlw real faets arc, that the amonnts ]JUt do,vn are 
admittedlv inadequate for the work they have to do." 
Those w~re extracts from the ,;peeches of the pre
sent Treasurer >tnd t.he Colonial Secretary, made 
when they were in opposition to the proposal he 
brought forward to borrow three millions, and 
at a time when the position of the country was 
not, in t:ome n"·;pects, unlike its present lJOsition . 
That wa"-they were suffering from ~he effects 
of a severe drought, ancl expectatwns were 
rather gloomy in regard to the different indm;tries 
of the colony. At th>tt time they deprecated 
almost all the lmtns proposed with the 
exception of the few branch rail ways to meet 
the wants of the populous districts, and in 
districts represented by themselves. But they 
opposed in the most Yiolent way, and by obstruc
tion which lasted for some con,;idemblc time, his 
proposal to extend the main trunk lines of rail
wav. X ow, they not only, in the proposals which 
they had laid before them, made those extensions 
greater, but they added another main line. of rail
'ntyto the \Vest, which was not thoufiht of m those 
uavs. Anyone, in considering the e.xtract he had 
re~d, wouid see how unjustifiably the Govern
ment had changed their position. If they were 
true at that time in the criticisms which they 
made on the policy of the Government of tlmt day, 
"urely they could not be right in now adopting 
actually that policy, and carrying it to >~n. ~x
treme that alnw,;t threatened the r<esponsibJhty 
of Parliament to their COil><tituents altogether! 
]~verything which the Premier and the Colonial 
Treasnrer said ttt thttt time against the three
million !mm could easily be said-and said with 
ten tilnes rnore jnstitication~a,gain~t the ten
million loan at the present time, He w>~s not 
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going to take np that course, nor was he going to 
adopt the tactics of the Premier on that occasion 
-b~cause he believed a loan was neceesary-but 
he mtended to show that, if the Committee 
passed the l?an. proposed at the present time, 
they were bmdmg themselves hand-and-foot to 
the Government, who would do with them what 
they chose for the term of Parliament. The 
Colonial Treasurer had told them that most pro
bably the amount of money proposed to be bor
rowed, £0,980,000-callitten millions-would be 
spread over a period of from three to five years. 
But at the same time, in another part of his "1 >eech, 
where he was advomtting that they would not 
require to provide interest for five years, it was 
clear that the hon. member would not sell the 
loan for five years, for if he did they would 
require to l'''Y interest the whole of that time ; 
so.that the Treasurer had definitely made up his 
nnnd not to sell a large portion of the loan for 
five years. 

The COLONIAL TREASUEJ~It said that he 
did not state they would not pay intere't for five 
years. He had said that the amount of interest 
distributed over that period would not appre
ciably increase the pressure for pavment of 
annual interest. " 

The Hox. firR T. J\IciLWRAITH ,aid that 
was not a contmdiction of what he had stated. 
But he would read the hon. member's own words. 
He said:-

H It may therefore be freely admitted that the rapid 
progress made by the country in the past will be largely 
augmented and stimulated by the present Loan policy, 
and as, with the encouragement of immigration and 
land settlement, population and production mnst largely 
and rapidly increase, the augmented eharge for interest 
distributed over four or five years hence will, I am 
assured, be provided ·without any apprechtble pre&<;;:nre." 
That was, that the Treasurer anticipated that a 
time would elapse up to five years, when they 
did not require to P<'Y interest on some consider
able portion of the loan. That was saying, in 
other words, that the lo:1n would not he sold for 
five years. \Vhat then was the meaning of the 
Treasurer's contl'adiction of his argurnent? 

The COLONIAL TllEASUREH said he had 
understood the hon. member to say that they 
did not require to sell the whole or greater ]Jor
tion of the loan for five years. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman knew that a certain portion of the 
loan would not be sold. The money was to be 
gradually borrowed in London and spent up to 
that time, bnt the time would not come before 
five years when the amount would actually 
be required for the construction of those 
works. If that was the case, what right had 
they as a Parliament to say what works they 
would construct and what money they would 
borrow five years hence? Surely it was enough 
to construct the works and borrow the money 
which they had been sent by their constituents 
to do, and not to provide for works and 
borrow money to make those works five 
years after the present time. At that 
time the Colonial Treasurer might not be 
there ; the men in Parliament might be very 
different men from those now sitting there ; 
and why should they assume a position which 
would make those men virtually abdicate their 
functions before they had come· to be members 
of Parliament? They would be rendered help
less if the ten-million loan were passed 
now. Hon. members would see how those 
future members would be deprived of their 
liberty, and actually of their rights as repre
sentatives of their constituencies, by hand
ing over the responsibility for borrowing the 
money and constructing the works to the 
Ministry of the present day. He had shown 
that they could not spend the money in the time ; 

or rather he assumed it from the assertions made 
by the Treasurer, and for the additional reason, 
that the Treasurer had said that they would not 
borrow a great portion of the money for five years. 
They would, therefore, have over £10,000,000, 
and a roving commission to do what they liked 
with it. They knew perfectly well they could 
not RJlend more than half of it; at all events, by 
the 'rreasurer's own showing, they could not 
spend it. As soon as the Government were 
placed in that position, who would say what the 
Government would spend? The Ministers them
selves. It was passed out of the hands of 
Prcrliament, and that responsibility was given to 
l\finisters which Parliament should never allow 
to g·o out of its own hands. What a dan
gerous power it gave the Ministry ! They would 
see at once that it gave them unlimited power, 
subject always to the private log-rolling that 
might go on outside themselves, but subject to 
no control whatever by Parliament. That 
power had been claimed by the Treasurer in the 
opeech he had just read-to opend that money as 
they chose; because, by passing the money, they 
virtmtlly handed over to the Government the 
power to expend it., and afterwards, according 
to the hem. gentleman, the Government should 
not be dictated to by Parliament. As a matter 
nf fact, they would not be dictated to ; and then 
those members who were pressed hy their con
stituents to support the Government, that 
they might get a railway through their 
district, would find after all that they had not 
got that railway. They would find they had 
got back to the old days when those tricks were 
as common as they were likely to become now. 
The Government used not to have the slightest 
hesitation in putting money on the :Estimates for 
a thing, and then it was allowed to latme until 
great indignation wa~ caused in the colony, and 
they had local government. That was one of 
the evils of the old style of Government-that 
they had not the slightest hesitation in putting an 
amount of money upon the :Estimates-but after
wards exercised their discretion as to whether they 
should spend it at all. Did they fancy for one 
moment that, during their term of office, they 
would not have to ask for another Loan Bill; did 
not they know that the same harpies, against whom 
the Minister for \Vorlcs had had to contend for 
the last three months, and whom he growled at, 
and who growled back effectively, would be dis
satisfied and would still come forward, and there 
would be the same hungry mouths to feed? Had 
they not had a foretaste of that already ? Those 
men who were promised a survey this year would 
have a sum of money placed upon the Loan 
Estimates next year; and what would he the 
consequence? They would have Loan Estimates 
next year, and the next year again, the same as 
they had had every year before. So long as the 
present Ministry were in, he would guarantee that 
that would be the case, and he guaranteed that 
if ever he got into office he would not be bound 
down very strongly by what they had done. 
He would regard very closely the way in which the 
Government had forced those Estimates through 
the Committee. He would remember that it 
was not an expression of opinion of the Parlia
ment at all. He would recollect that if it were 
an expression of opinion at all, it was one that 
ought never to hflve been asked, because they 
\Vere asked to give an expression of opinion 
upon matters entirely beyond their own control. 
The present Government would have additional 
Loan ~Estimates, and if he got into power he 
would have Lofln Estimates too. In what 
position was the Government? If the loan were 
carried, did they think that it would exhaust all 
the works in the colony ; did they think that, 
having gratified a few of their loudest-mouthed 
supporters, they were actually supplying all the 



Supply. [16 DECEMBER.J Supply. 1903 

wants of the colony with that ten-million loan? 
Did they not know that they would only have 
raised a feeling abroad that if people only howled 
long enough they would get HOinethiug? Was it 
not perfectly sure that the Government would have 
another Loan Bill before long? And as he had 
said before, if any other Government came in, 
they were sure to have one. If the present loan 
were carried, instead of having a Parliament to 
decide upon the money to be borrowed, and the 
works to be carried out in the colony, they would 
have a Ministry who had the choice of spending 
£2 forevery£1. They could borrow £l0,000,000or 
£15,000,000, and choose the amount of work they 
intended going on with, and from what portion of 
that £10,000,000 or £15,000,000 they would take 
thg money. But they did not have Ministers for 
the purpose of dictating to Parliament what 
work should be gone on with ; but in the present 
case they would le:we to the Ministry of 
the day the power to say what they ought 
to have the courage to say themselve<. It showed 
a great want of courage on the part of members 
of Parliament, and primarily upon the ptnt of 
the Ministry, for not limiting the amount of loan. 
Let them assume that the J\linistry would renmin 
in office for ttnother three years ; they had 
no right to go beyond what would be necessary 
for their own term. By that time conRtitu
encies would be represented by other members, 
perhaps with opinions diametrically opposite. But 
~he Government had adopted that policy not be
cause it was a bold policy-because it was opposed 
to everything they had clone in the House before 
-and not because it was a statesmanlike policy ; 
but because their friends had come to them for 
railways, and they would have their £10,000,000 
to enable them to make them. After the modest 
way in which the 1:\upplementary Estimates 
were got through last night, he did not think the 
colony would have the money very long. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They were 
your Supplementary Estimates. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\YRAITH said he 
chose them as the best bmn ple of the "ay in 
which they were going on. They got on better 
with them than with the Estimates-in-Chief ; he 
would refer to them if the hrm. gentleman wished. 
The Parliament would, by passing the Loan 
Estimates, be actually handing the power over 
to the Ministry of the day to choose what loans 
should be spent, and what were not to be spent. 
He would protest against it so long as he held a 
seat in that Committee. The hon. gentleman in 
his speech last night referred to the bad pro$pects 
of the colony, but he did not refer to the 
mining industry or to the sugar industry. He 
pointed out that the pastoral indtlRtry had 
suffered great depression and was in a bad state 
now. He also said something about the general 
agricultural industry of the colony, and said that 
from that depression a feeling of insecurity had 
arisen, and it was the duty of a patriotic Gov
ernment to come forward and give those men 
confidence by borrowing that large amount 
of money. But that was a policy that ought only 
to be allowed, or even contemplated, while 
they could foresee a probability at least of the 
Treasury being- always full. But it was a 
dangerous policy to contemplate for a moment, 
unduly increasing the large balance which they 
had had for a great many years up to the present 
time. He did not know what the balance of the 
consolidated revenue was just now; but he 
thought it was a great cleo,l more than 
it would be in another twelve months. But 
leaving out the savings bank balances, and 
taking nothing but the loan balances, they had, 
he gue•sed, somewhere about two and a-half 
millions of money at the present time. That, 
of course, would be rapidly spent. Surely the 

hon. gentleman diLl not contemplate increasing 
that balance, yet he seemed to look forward to 
the time, and had depicted it in his speech when 
they would have a greater amount than that. 
'rhe hon. gentleman said the reason why they 
should borrow that large amount of money was 
that they ought to be prepared to lend money 
through the financial institutions to the small 
pastotal lessees who were to take the place of 
those whose runs were to be taken from them 
by the Government. VV as that a statesman
like view: \Vas it a creditable view to take of a 
matter of that kind ? And did not the Govern
ment propose to expend the loan on rail ways and 
other public works? The hon. gentleman could 
not pay away the money and have it at the same 
time. If he paid it away for railways, how could 
he have it in the bankH and lend it to the small 
pastoral lessees, unless he intended having much 
huger balances than the Government had at 
the present time? He (Sir T. Mcllwraith) 
hoped to ha\'e an explanation from the Colonial 
'l'rea,;urer on that point. He (1:\ir T. JYfcllwraith) 
did not wish to see the Govermnent having 
larger amounts in the banks. If they in
creased those balances it would be '" bad thing 
for the colony, becau'e if the money were lent to 
snmll pastoral lessees it would not be got back in 
three years ; he did not Lelieve it could be got 
hack under ten years. To hold out hope; of 
the sort he had referred to was a proposition 
unworthy the Colonial Treasurer. But what 
effect would it ha;e? It would have only one 
tendency, and that was to darmtge the credit of 
the colony at home. If they propoeecl to borrow 
money simply to lend it again, they would he 
looked npon with the greatest suspicion. There 
was no dnubt that it was their duty as long as 
they had balances in the bank to make the 
hest possible use of them ; but to deliberately 
increase those balances for the purpose of 
lending money was another thing altogether, 
and was a matter which he hoped the Colo
nial Treasurer would reconsider. All the 
rest of the speech delivered by the hon. 
gentleman was devoted to a laudation of the 
present position of the colony. It was, in fact, 
a speech, a great portion of which might be used, 
and was possibly in tended to be used, in a 
prospectus of a £5,000,000 or a £10,000,000 
London loan. He thought the hon. gentleman 
in making his statement intended it to have a 
wider effect than simply to induce the House to 
vote the money asked for by the Government. 
\Vhen the hon. gentleman made a speech of that 
kind, and quoted from the statistics of the 
colony, he ought to represent the position of the 
country fairly ; he ought not in any way to 
exaggerate ; he ought to state the facts exactly 
as they existe.d. \\'hen be entered into statis
tics he should be e,;pecially careful, and 
should be perfectly satisfied that his statements 
were correct. The Government had so much 
clerical assistance at their command that there 
was no excuse for a lYlinister making a mistake 
in figures. The hrm. gentleman deliberately 
advised investors at home that the railways of 
the colony were paying 3~ per cent. 'rhat was 
misrepresenting the facts, because the Colonial 
Treaourer knew perfectly well that if the capital 
account of the railways was made UlJ it would be 
seen that they were a long way behind paying 1~ 
per cent. It was an easy thing while the capital 
account was not closed, and while it was a very 
difficult matter to say what expenditure ought to 
be charged to the annual expenses and what to the 
capital account, for the :Engineer-in-Chief-to 
whom was entrusted the duty of making the cal
culation-to make a calculation by which it would 
a.ppear that the railways were paying- 3~ per cent. 
That might appear tu be the profit on their 
lines, but he (Sir T. Mcilwraith) said it 
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war; not. 1f the Colonial Treasmer had made 
a cn,lcnlatiun in the san1e way as he (~ir 
T. lYlcJI wraith) did on a previmm occasion in 
reference to the :Southern and \V estern line, it 
would be seen that they were not making ,·my· 
thing like 3,\ per cent. The hon. gentlem<m 
ought to have based his figures on the principle 
adouted in that case, and not have taken 
them from the CcHnmissioner. He (Sir T. 
:7\Icilwmith) was not awm·e, of course, whether 
the lwn. gentleman had got them frum the 
Comnn,sioner, but he assumed tlmt he <lid, 
because the Con1n1isHioner a.l ways tried to rnake 
the pmfits ap[Jmu more than they really wer''· 
That was n piece of officialism for which 
perlmJ" they could scarcely blan1e the Commis· 
:-;ioner. But when the Colonial Trea.':lurer nw.de 
a statement to the House he oug-ht to go a little 
further, and put the true state of the cttse before 
investors ttt home. The hon. gentleman did not 
allude in hi.~ rennrk,; to a faet which he lud 
nften referred to before, namely, the extraurdi· 
nary extent to which the colony had borrowed 
'l!J tu the present time. (-lnnen,]and had already 
borrowed more than any other Australasian 
C•>lony with the exception ~f X ew Zc.~lamL They 
were far '"head of Victoria with its larger popula
tion and its irr11nen::;e re::;onrce.s; they were ahe~Ld 
of New South \Vales with all its immense pro
perty and incorne ; in fact, a.-; he had ~[l,id, 
they were ahmcd of all the colonies except .New 
Ze;clnnrl ; and their loan liabilities would o<otm 
exceed those of that colony. The Colonial 
Treasurer, in the speech from which he (Sir 
T. l\IcDwraith) had read rruotations to the 
Committee, stood ttgha•t at the idea of the 
debt of the colony being increased to £50 
per he;1tl when he (Sir T. ;',ldlwmith) 
submitted tt three·million loan to the House. 
But the ten·milliun loan of the present Govern· 
ment would increase the clebt to over £00 per 
head, an amount that had never yet been 
reached by any colony or country in the world. 
That f>1Ct woultl, of course, be considered hy 
the money.lenJers at hcme. He (Sir '1'. 
l\lc I1 wrnith) wished to see the case f>tirly stated, 
as he would deplore the possibility of the lo'm 
not being floated, because such tt re.sult would be 
very disastrous to the colony. He would be 
very sorry to 888 any ::;teps ta.ken ::·mch as 
would alarrn rnunev~lenders at hmne and n1ake 
them inr1nire further as to the resources of the 
colony than they h'ccd clone hitherto. He would 
not like to see anything clone thttt would not 
induce them to lend money to the colony more 
freely thttn they httd done on previous occasions. 
As a matter of fact, they had not lent so very 
freely to the colony, as the Colonial Treasurer 
asserted in his speech. The hon. gentleman 
said they had lent very fre<'ly for a long time. 
That was not a fact. The first loan which was 
freely subscribed was a loan flcmted during the 
term of office of the late Government, and the 
next was the loan recently put on the market 
by the pre,ent Governmei1t. All other loans 
were 8ub::;cribed in a ruodt niggardly vvay. As 
a matter of fact, if the la,tc (~ovornment had not 
uutde good financial arrangernents to prevent 
the last loan they fl<mted being a failure, it 
would have been " perfect failure, bec:wse the 
public did nut tmbscribe 2.) per cent. of the 
arnount required. \Vhn.t diLl the hon. gentlenmn 
Inean then, by ~a.ying iu the face of a thing of 
th>et sort, th.ct the mtpitaliots >et home had freely 
lent their money to the colony? 'l'hat circum· 
stance di<l nnt show that they gave the lrmns 
freely. . 'l'he hon. gentleman ha~l qnoll"J from 
::\Ir. \Vestg-ttrth's circular, to show that there 
were really good tinwt:i cmning- for the colony, 
rmd that they woi1ld he abl>J to float their loans 
ea.~rily aud su~cces~fully ; u,nd r;<ti(l the rea,on was 
that the attempt made by the Chan~ellor of the 

Exchequer to convert the 3 per cent. Cotlsois intd 
2't ancU&percent. hrvlresultedin a perfect failure. 
That was not a reason why they should get their 
loan at less. 'The rea~on why the hon. gentlenwn 
got his loan so well floated wrts the fact tlmt the 
Chancellor of the .Exchequer h<1d threrttened 
thrtt he would lower the 3 per cent". to 2~. 
The holder>< of 3 per cents. were people whose 
incomes were limited-who hat! perhrtps £500 
or £3,000-but whD were ttecu,;tomed to live up 
to eve1·y penny of their income. Consequently, 
aM a reduction frmn 3 per cent. to 2~ would be one~ 
sixth takenaw<1y from their income,;, they sold their 
8 per cents. and went in for Colonial Goverrnnent 
securities. Thtet was the rettson why the loan 
was ncceived so Lwomably. But the very fact 
that the Chrtncellor of the :Exche<ruer had met 
with a fttilnre would mttke )Jeople keep their 
:) per cents. The Treasurer did not seem tu 
luve tttken thttt into considemtion. He (Sir T. 
1Icilwr;,ith) was not going- into details of the 
E~tirnatet~ a,t present; he was only going to refer 
in general terms to the Trea8urcr's policy. 
\Vhilst he should regret if there was any bilure 
in the loan, he thought the Treasurer had 
taken the best means to make it a failure 
in the English market. The whole of the 
money borrowed at present wi\s £1G,OOO,OOO. 
The hon. gentleman now ttsked for £10,000,000 
uwre, and a,8ked in :::;uch a, way as tu excite 
the attention of the )Jcople at home. He had 
brought it forwarcl at the tail.end of the 
session, when it was perfectly impossible that it 
cnnlcl be opposed by the Opposition, because 
most of the members had returned to their 
homes. It was delibemtely pootpnned-even the 
production of the };stimates wa>< po;tponed
until it was impossible that it could receive that 
el'itici"u from the Oppcmitiou which it merited. 
As to the works themselves, he did not 
think they woulcl cnrrcmend themselves very 
nmch to the English public. The railways would 
st;tnd much in the same category tts they stood 
before ; but there wm·e features in them that 
would tell Yery badly. He did not ;,ee the 
slig-htest reason why, with a line to Gowrie away 
round by Toowomub;c and on to \Varwick, there 
should be another line to twist and turn over that 
<me. He didnotseewhythe line vi<l Gowrie should 
not be rna< le to do service for a. good nun1ber of years, 
and why that place in the Speaker's constituency 
could not, with a rail way nearly three miles off, 
go on for the present 'vithout any assistance fron1 
the Government. \Vhy also should they spend 
£7i50,000 to get the trade in the \Vest-that was, 
•lll the border of New South \Vales--when a line 
could be made for one.fifth the money from 
the Southern and \V estern Hail wccy. which would 
more than take all the traffic, and be made in 
about one. fourth the time? Those facts would 
be known by those at home who s~udiecl the rail
ways of the colony. The colony had gone into 
a great deal Inore expense than was neces
sary in adopting the best means of increasing 
the prorlucing power ; and had the House been 
in full se,;siou, which it was not, and his fol
lnwers been behind him, he would with the greatest 
pleasure have proposPd tt vote of want of confi
dence in the G-overnrnent on account of the way in 
which that loan had been broug-ht forward; but 
it wrcs perfectly useless taking a course of that 
sort now. It would be abortive, simply because 
mernbPrs were uot present. He had clone what he 
considered was hi8 duty in \Varning those1nmnbers 
who considered that they had done fair justice 
to their constituents. They would find that they 
had voted a large amount of money, while at the 
same time it wtts left to the Government to say 
whether it should be spent or not. Parliament 
was thrown out of consideration on that point as 
soon as the Estiuwtes were passed ; it was then 
left to the discretiun of the Government how the 
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money waH to be spent. In that way hon. mem
bers were abrogating their functions, but he for 
one would not be a party to such a proceeding. 

The COLOXL\L THEASURER said he had 
listened to the long and able speech of the hon. 
member, and he was glad to find that he did 
not intend to move a vote of want of confi
dence in connection with the I,oan EstimateH. 
He felt sure, if he did so, the hon. member 
would place his own supporters in a very awk
ward position, and therefore he thought the 
course the hem. member proposed to take a 
prudent one for him. He (the Colonial Trea
surer) looked round the Chamber and he saw 
a large number of members on the other side 
who, if they expressed their opinions, would 
approve of the distribution of the loan quite 
as heartily as hon. members on the Gov
ernment ,ide. The wants of the colony had 
been more fairly met in those Loan Estimates 
than in many previous }~stimates that had come 
before that House, and he was sure that the 
c~•t!ntry gener:tlly recognised that it_ made pro· 
nswn for a large number of pnbhc works to 
meet the requirements of the people, irrespective 
of any of that political pressure to w hi eh the hon. 
gentleman had referred. He thought, therefore, 
that eYen if the session was at its height, and the 
hon. gentleman's supporters were in strmwer 
numbers, he would not meet with that encourage
ment that he aprJeared to think he woul<l· in 
fact, he was deluding himself with reg~trd to 'the 
sup!Jort that he would receive. The hon. gentle
man h:ocl twitted the Premier and himself (the 
Colonial Treasurer) about certain remarks they 
made in deprecation of the three-million loan ii1 
1879; but they ought not to forget the circum
stances under which the colony laboured at the 
time. He contended that those circumstances 
were not at all as encouragino- in the way 
of borrowing money as they we~·e at present. 
Thg best proof of that was shown by the sales of 
the loan in 1878-9 as contrasted with the loan 
sales in the present year. In 1878 the 
loan only produced in ·the London market 
an average of £1)8 5s. 2d. per cent., and 
the large lcmn which the hon. aentleman 
floated in 1879 only produced £U3 1s. ller cent., 
and that was considered a marked success · but 
still it must be borne in mind that there \~as a 
large sum ~or heavy depreciation upon loan 
moneys wluch were sold under such circum
stances. If they looked at the amount of their 
!~Kt loan sales of over £3,000,000, they would 
find tha~ that loan brought a price closely 
approaclung par; and hon. members would see 
from the present Loan Estimates that the Gov
ernment only asked an amount of £35 000 to 
cover depreciat!pn of t~e last loan. Consec\uently 
they were sellmg the1r loans just now under 
much more favourable circumstances-at much 
less cost to the colony - and it was not 
too much to expect that the loan now proposed 
would meet with an equally favourable and ad
vantageous reception. That of itself was a con
sideration not to be overlooked, and was one 
fe":t:u·e which_ justified him in urging the desir
ablhty of talnng ad vantage of the London market 
at the present time to a reasonable extent, 
because the terms of selling were so very much 
more favourable than in 1878 and 187!). · That 
answered thehon. gentleman's argument that there 
was r.l() benefit.frmn,_bo~rowing so rn~lCh rnoney :tt 
one tnne. Hechd no, thmk he had sa1d anvthiniT to 
lead the hon. gentleman to infer that the. Gove~rn
ment ha.d decided as to the exact time for placin~ 
the loan, but he deprecated the course taken b~ 
the late Ad!'1inistration in arranging that n;, 
further portwn of a loan should be phteed on 
the market for a period of twelve months. That 
\~as a power which the Executive had a full 
n 5 ht to,k,eep}n their ov:n hanrl and to exercise 
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ns they deemed best for the interests of the 
colony. On another point the hon. gentle
man had evidently misunderstood him. 'What 
he (the Colonial Treasurer) intended to say 
in his speech of yesterday was that the 
whole of the loan would not be expended 
in construction within a period of from three 
to five years, and that up to that time the 
financial institutions with which the money 
would be entrusted would be paying them in
terest upon it; so that there would be no actual 
charge on the revenue until that money had been 
expended for the purpose of construction. As to 
the placing of the loan everything would depend 
upon the reception it was likely to meet with, 
and care would be taken that favourable times 
were chosen for operating in the London market. 
The hem. gentleman put their loan applica
tion before the Committee not altogether in a 
fair wa.y. The hon. gentleman seemed to wish to 
cre"te in the minds of hon. members a feeling 
that the Government were actmtlly asking for a 
roving cmn1nission-to use his own words-to 
spend what proportion of the ten millions they 
chose. To listen to the hnn. gentleman one 
would inmg-ine that the Government could spend 
it without any reference to the Loan Estimates 
submitted to the House. Hon. members who 
had been in the Chamber for some time knew 
very well that the Government could not depart 
from that appropriati0n of the money. They 
could not expend the money voted for the con
struction of one line in the construction of 
another without the sanction of the House. 

The Hox. Sru T. l\IuiLWRAITH: It has 
been done dozens of times. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The hon. 
gentleman might have done it, but it had never 
been done by the present Government. The 
hon. gentleman introduced a system of allowing 
loan expenditure to be anticipated, which, to his 
mind, was not altogether free from objection. 
·while they 1_night anticipate revenue, they ought 
not to antiCipate loan expenditure without the 
sanction of the House to Loan Estimates. He 
was anxious to disabuse the minds of hon. 
members of the supposition, urged as a realitv 
by the hon. gentleman, that the Government had 
full power to expend the money in whatever 
manner they chose. 'l'he Government would not 
depart from the appropriation made by the 
House in the form of those Estimates. 'rhose 
were in no way analogous to Estimates of the 
Consolidatec!Hevenue, on which, under political 
pressure, Governments had occasionally to put 
sums for special s8l·vices, and which were subse
f]Uently allowed to lapse. 

The Hox. Sm T. :MaiL WRAITH: Do you 
not propose that the loan vote for the Bowen 
rail way should lapse? 

The COLONIAL 'rREAS"C"RER said that 
would be a transfer, and it illustrated his arau
ment that the money could not be appropriated 
for any other purpose without the sanction of 
the House. Had that been a revenue vote 
it would have lapsed ; being a loan vote it 
could not lapse, and can now only be trans· 
ferred by consent of the House. "When 
they came to the railway vote the Gov
ernment would be able to satisfy the Com
!'1ittee t~1at t~ey had obtained ev'ery possible 
mformatwn w1th respect to those lines. Since 
187H, when the three-million loan was pro
poc.ed, a considerable amount of additional 
information had been acquired, and therefore the 
proposal to carry the lines 120 miles further west 
was not by any means so much a "lea[J in the 
dark" :os was the proposal in 187U to .extend 
them 130 miles further west, when there was 
actually no attempt m'tcle to give information. 
At that time thoae line~ wer~ described &cPI 
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"rail wap; tu the setting sun,'" '" they had no 
territorial de~thuttion at:5tdgneLl to thern. :L\ot
withstanding the bad season the colony had just 
passed through, the traffic on those lines "·as 
such as to justify the Government in proceeding 
further with them ; but that was a matter 
which would be more fully and forcibly referred 
to afterwo.rth by the Minister for \Vorks. The 
hon. gentleman referred to the statement made 
by Mr. \V estgarth, well known as a leading 
financial authority on the London Stock Ex
change, intimating that he (the Colonial Trea
surer) had miKunderstood the information con
tained in that circula,r. 'l,he hon. gentlmnau w:u: 
incorrect there. He expressed an opinion 
that the inforntation gil·en by I>Ir. \Y est
garth referred tu the aetiun of the r mperial 
novermncnt at the time the htst loan was .<old in 
J_Jondtlll in ~fav. That wa.H not Ro. The a,etlon 
of the Itupori:tf Uu,·ermnent di<l nut t:oke place 
in i>Iay, and their loan in l\Iay was sold entirelv 
on its own merits, and under favourable condi~ 
tions in the London money market. 

'l'hc Hox. Hrn T. 1\IciLWltAITH Raid the 
lwn. gentleamn mistmderstnod him. \Vlmt he 
said wa><, that in a speech made by the Chancellm 
of the Exche<1uer he stated that the forthcoming· 
financial policy would be the reduction of 3 per 
cent. con8oh.; to 2¥ ver cent. and ~1- 1Jer cent., the 
immediate effect of which would be to make all 
Government debentures go up by forcing people 
to sell who could not afford to take up at those 
rates. 

The COLONIAL 'l'HEASrRETI said that 
his reading of JHr. \Vestgarth's statement wns 
that in conse<Juence of the action of the Imperial 
Government there was a probability of colonial 
stock rising in public estimation, and thereby 
corning n1ore into de1nand, a.ntl creating a wider 
field of investment to Colonial Governments. 
'l'he hon. gentleman had adverted to what he 
(the Colonial Treasurer) said in his speech about 
possibly withdrawing the fund~ from London, 
and placing them in the custody of some of the 
local institutions. He Cjuite agreed with the 
hon. gentleman that loa.ding one institution with 
a large amount of funds would be a ,·cry unwir;e 
:md disastrons proceeding, both for the i11«titution 
itself and the colony at larg·e: but he was con
vinced of this, fmm co11versations with authorities 
on the subject: that thelnc<tl financial institution, 
would be prepared to accept moderate amouHt; 
of Government fund; proYided they were with
tlJ·awn under certain condition:-;, at reasouahly 
short notice, and withdrawn ratably ; and that 
those money,; could he employe< I by them satis
factorily without disturbing the circulation of 
the colony, and with a view of benefiting the 
industries of the country. He, at the outset, 
said that it would be highly imJ,roper for any 
'l'reasurer to do what the hon. gentleman said 
should not be done ; hnt he believed that the 
local institutions could make a protit out of 
deposits for short periods. 'l'he hon. gentleman 
knew that it had been customary to pbce 
deposits with the banks at twelve months. He 
(the Colonial Treasurer) considered that that 
was the maximum time that such deposits as 
he referred to should be placed with any institu
tion, and three months' notice of withdrawal 
would he a fair notice. That was not only a 
1neans of encouraging the finmwial iudw;try and 
prosperity of the country, but it also kept 
their deposits virtually within call, and avail
able at any time. He did not agree with 
the hon. ~·entleman that there were very good 
grounds for the rejection of the Loan Esti
mates. He should regard their rejection as a 
pnuli~ cahmitv :tt the present tin1e. He was 
c•mvincc.J that tJ,c i"'''"P~l'itv of the colony would 
)Jc br;_;coly prc>JJ!•.·kd L•y lhc .L'-''ll1 I"•timateo, aml 

while it ·wn,.s perfectly trne tlmt they tllight uot 
have been able to pnnide for all recjuirement:; of 
the colony - for all requirements which hon. 
gentlemen could individually feel that they 
could eloquently advocate--still he Raid the 
::;cherne of public works wa.s a very conl
prehensi ve one, and Hnch as would pron1ote 
the interest:; of the colony for the next five yeu:;. 
He trusted the CommitteP would lend him their 
aR:;istance in carrying to a successful ii:lsne the 
appropriation asked for in that estimate, and 
he ha,d not the :;lightest fear, uotwithstanding 
the apprehensions of the hon. memher fur 1\Iul
gmve, that if the loan were prudently placed on 
the nmrket it wonld tlleet \\·ith a ready anol 
f;Jvomable denmHd. 

The Hox .. T. JVJ. :\L\UlWSSAX ,aid thc 
Coloubl Trercsurer had just stated that he 
mmhlregard it a:; a public calamity if the Loan 
Estimate,; were not accepted by the House. 
\Yell, he (Hon. ,T. 1\I. ::VIacrossan) did not think 
it would be a public calamity, and he thought 
there were many members in the Honse who 
looketl upon the que.,tion in th~ "'me light a,s he 
did himself. It might be a public calamity if 
they were not able to borrow Ihoney to 
cany out public works: but that waK a 
different thing to its being a public calamit~· 
if the I..4oan :E.-;tiinate;.; were not }J<-tssed. 
The hon. gentleman must have been guilt~· 
of a little exaggeration in 1naking such a :;tab .. •
nHmt. Hun. 1ne1nbers would ren1e1nber how can> 
fully the Colonial Treasurer had avoided the 
question that was put to him so distinctly and 
plainly by the hon. gentleman who led the 
Opposition. That was, what was the connection 
existing at the present time beb,·een the 
Loan Estimates and the Laud Bill, at present 
in the other Chamber? The Treasurer had 
not said one single word about that question, 
and he seemed to him (Hon . • T. 1\J. }Jac
rossan) to walk all round it and carefully 
avoid it. Hon. members might recollect that the 
tirst intimation they had had of the connection 
between the Loan Bill and Land Bill '""' from 
thE' :\linister for \Vorks, when in one of his 
flighty n1ood:; on the J)arling ])ownH he rtn
nounced the fact that the ( io\·ernment wonl<l 
very likely go in for a ten-million loan, hut they 
would have to provide first for the pa,yment of 
the interest from the soil of the countJT. Xow, 
most people who read that statement loc;ked upon 
the hon. gentlenutll as lwing Iund ; and ccrtah1ly 
tw one ga\·e him the slightest credit for 
h~L\'ing 1w.tde the :;taten1eut Herion.sly, mHl being 
in the eontidence of hi;-;; colleagneH when he 
uwde it. Hu\vever, \vhether he \Vas or not, the 
statement must have ])()rue frnit, heemtse the 
same statement had been made by the Colonial 
Treasurer himself. He had ~;tated abo that he 
wonld go in for a ten-million loan if he conl<l 
provide the interest from a new Land Bill. Vet-y 

i well, now they had got the Loan Estimate beforo 
them of £10,000,000, and the Land Bill ha<! 
nut yet becmue law. The ho11. gentle1nan 

, had avoided the question of what he would 
, do with the Loan Estimates if the Land 
' Bill did twt become law. He was not at all 

sure that it would become law : he had no more 
control oYer it than he (Hon . . T. }I. }f across:tn) 
had. It was under the control of the other 
Chamber, a11d if it was returned to the House 
with the clauses they i11sisted upon being inter
fered with, the hon. gentleman would have to 
accept the amendments or withdraw the Bill. 
Then what would become of the inte.rest on that 
loan? That \\·as the question they nm't ha,." 
an~wered. N t1 anwunt of beating a.bont the 
bn;-::h, or shuttiug their eyes, or ig-1wri11g the fttct 
would blind tlw country to the ><tatement Jwtrlt·. 
hy the hon. th" Treasurer laHt Septemher, :md lw 
(Hun. J. ~I. )JacrusBan) \\'(•ulcl 1'0<1!1 all cxtt\!d 
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from that "tatement. The lwn. gentleman was 
asked a question by the hon. member for :iYlul
grave, and yet he matle two speeches and never 
attempted to answer the question. On the 9th 
of September, iu his Financial Statenwnt, the 
Treasurer said :-

"Government are now framing the Loan Estimatel'i
such as thev consitler the rE't1Uiremcnt.s or the country 
rleman<.l-alld these will be lai(l before Parliament as 
early as practicable; hut they desire to see their land 
policy affirmed, so that provbion mny be made for the 
lJa,ymcnt Of intcrc~t V•;ithOLLt U!Jlll't::,:-.ing taXiJa:')el'S ui 
the colonv. ~hould their propoFcd Ia.nd legislation be 
accepted,'thPy will have no hcsitatjon in advocating a 
Jhueh lar;.{cr Jqan than :my t.ha.t has heretofore hecn 
f.\anctioned hy Parliament. ancl if they dPcm the :-ervic-,p:-. 
nf the ~olonr demand it, will 110t hcsitatP Lo approaeh 
the snm o[ £10.000,000 sterling." 

?\"w could there be a plainer statement made 
by any man in that Cmnmittee than the statement 
which cunuected the twu thing-H together--the 
Land Bill and the Loan Bill ? Nothing could be 
more plain, and yet the fate of the Land Bill 
was hanging in the balance, and the h<m. g·entle
man wanted them to Yote the Loan Estimates. 
He (Hon. J. ::\1. 1\Iacrossan) hoped that when the 
Treasurer got up next time he would make a 
plainer and more straightforward statement than 
he had clone so far. Of course he \Vas not going 
to enter into the question of whether the Land 
Hill would provide interest ur uot, but the 
'rreasurer believed it would, and had led the 
House to believe that it would do so. He had 
led the country to helieve that that Land Bill 
would prod<le a ,mfficient amount of interest to 
pay for the ten-million Juan; and he had clone 
more than that. He hatlletl his supporters to 
accept the Lo,ncl Bill upon thn condition that the 
Loan Estimates would pass, o,nd that a large 
number wu':lcl be rewarded by baYing ra,ilway,; 
made to the1r very doors. 

The COLO:XL\L THEXSl~REJt: 1 never 
"aiel w. 

The Ho:s-.• T. :\L :\L\CROSSA:\ said one 
followed upon the other a,; certainly as day 
followed night. :X nmbers of members accepted 
the Land Bill on the condition tlutt it was to 
provide interest on a la.rge loa,n, but now 
the interest "''"" ju,;t ''" far from being 
within the grasp of the Treasurer as on the 
day when he m>tde his Financial Statement. 
The hon. member had no more control over it 
than any officer of the Hmme, and he believed 
he woulcllmve nu control over it for a long time 
to come. 'l'he hon. gentleman had said, in 
>tll!lwer to the leader of the Opposition's remarks 
about loan votes not lapsing the same as the 
revenue votes, that therefore the Government 
would be bound to carry out the proposals they 
made on the Estimates. The hfm. gentleman 
knew that the Government were not bound to 
ca.rry them out. Had not the last Government 
ol•tainecl a vote for a line frolll Bowen to Haugh· 
ton Gap, and had not the Minister for '\Vorks 
distinctly refu,;ecl to atteru pt tu carry it out? 

The COLO:XIAL TRBAS17REH : The 
money is still available. 

The Hox. .J. M. ::VL\.CROSSAX: What 
difference was there between allowing a vote to 
lapse, and not carrying out the work? Every 
other vote on the pre"ent Estimates might be 
treated in the same way if the Government cho;e. 
'\Vhat was to prevent them from refusing tcJ go 
on with the Beamtraba branch if they chose? 
Once the vote was passed, the matter was 
entirely out of the hands of Parliament, 
and the G-overntnent tnight refu~e to go on 
with the work under the pretence that 
~on1ething e]t-ie wa.s lWll'e prei'ming. If hun. 
members p:<Htied the Loan Estimates they were 
voting o,way their own !i1Jerty, and )'ntting thetll
eeh·e~ ontirely in the hand:'\ nf the ::Hn!~ter f:·r 

the day, whoe\'er he might be. The hon. gentle
man had twitted the hon. member for :rvlulgrave 
with what he had said about bringing forward a 
want of confidence motion. The hon. gentleman 
must remember that such motions were not 
always broug-ht forward with any expecta
tion of carrying them, hut often merely 
with the object of directing public attention 
to the reason why they were brought forward. 
The hon. gentleman should not run away 
with thP idea th11.t by pntting railw~·Y" down for 
hon. members on that sitle he had bribed thelll 
to support him ; he had tried that once befor<>, 
anrl found that more members than one refur;ed 
to vote for railwayr; which they them"elves were 
interestetl in. In ref11sing to make the Bowen 
line, the GuYern1nent \vere going to do wun;e 
than refnr;e to carry out the vote of the la"L 
rarlialnent ; they were going to COliJlllit a breach 
of fnith with the people whn lent the money. 
There was a note on the Loan EHtimates 
that the £150,000 clown for the Bowen rail
way was proposed to be appropriated for 
a rail way to the coa1fielcls. The Committee 
had no right to do that, as the money had been 
voted by the people in England for a spec!fic 
work. The Government were actually gomg 
to ask the Committee to he guilty of a breach 
of faith to the money-lenders in England. The 
hon. gentleman had told them that they had a 
great deal more information since the three-million 
loan was introduced. They certainly had a 
good deal more information, but they knew no 
more now about that country than they did 
then. :Every railway proposed then had some 
objective point. The objective point of the 
Korthern Hailway was Hughenclen ; of the 
Central Railway, lhrcaldine Downs : and of 
the tlouthern and 'Vestern llailway, Charleville. 
It was tLll very well for hem. gentlemen to sny 
that thoo;e rail ways were going towards the setting 
sun; ]Jut they knew the points where they were 
going. Did the hon. gentleman know the points 
tu which some of the railway" he proposed wcru 
going~ 

:\lr. BEATTIE : The setting >tm. 

The Ho:s-.• T. l\1. l\L\ClWSSAK: The hem. 
gentleman told him the Government hatl all 
the information they could get. He found on 
looking at the map that there were seven lines 
of which the route was marked as undefined. 
The Government did not know where the lines 
were going, nor what kind of country they were 
going through. All the information they ha<! 
got ulight have lH~en obtained frmn ahnotit any 
member in the House without applying to a single 
officer in the Railway Department. He was 
not going to discuss the railways separately; he 
would do that when the vote came on. Of 
course he quite approved of the Immigration 
vote, but he did not approve of the (}overnment 
taking in hand the proposal for a ten-million 
loan, which they would never be able to open<.! 
during their term of office. Their loan expendi
ture hitherto had been from a million and a
quarter to a million and a-half a year, and now 
it was proposed to double it. The hon. gentle
man said it would take from three to fi 1·e years 
to spend the money. He was certain· the 
hon. gentlemen would not be in office in 
five years, or if they were they would have to 
run the gauntlet of a general election ; because 
their term would expire in five years, and they 
all knew what the last year of a Parliament wns. 
If the Government doubled the loan expmidi
ture, even if the country remained as prospero1J>\ 
as they hoped, the Government would be the 
chief and almost the only employer of lahour, 
anel the other inrlm;tries of the colony would be 
r_:l'a lllJX'Il nut nf exi~i~.lJCC for '~11llt of l~Lnur. 
But h• die! not belie';' the:· v:crc 6' ,;uc; Ln h.;:,~ 
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nch prosperous times. The country wns now 
certainly enjoying 1nore pro~perouK tilnes tha.n 
when the three-million loan was paHserl ; it 
\Vas enjoying very nnwh the ~an;e ti111et' as 
the last ye1>r the hon. gentleman "as in 
office : but now the drought had prostrated 
the pastoral industry : the sugar inrhmtry also 
was prostrated, and th,>t would certainly have a 
terrible effect on the prosperity of the country. 
The hon. gentleman would probably tind the 
next year or two exactly similar to the year he 
went out of office. He would ask the hon. 
membe1· 1>lso whether he had ever consi<lere<l 
what the mem1ing of that £10.000,000 would be. 
~\ccording to hiB own FinanciaJ t)ta,ternent it 
1neant tha,t they were going to e1npower the 
Hovernment to borrow a~ n1nch n1oney aR the 
whole Customs of (lueenslaml h1>d Jll">duced 
from the day of Separatinn UJ• to the 30th June 
ln,:-;t. ~ow, that was an extrao;:dinary ~taten1eut; 
yet the whole Customs of (lueensla;,c] from the 
day of Separation to 30th ,June htst had nnt 
produced ten millions of money. He thought 
hon. members should ]muse befnre they gave the 
l+overnment the power which they asked. Let 
therr1 give the t~oYernlnent a sufficient loan
sufficieL t power, but not, as he had pointed out, 
a power to pllty with them-to play one member 
against another rnernber, and one constituency 
again,t another cm1stituency·-as they would 
have if they received that ten-million vote. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER said thehon. 
gentlernan had indulged in a very glomny fore· 
cast uf the 1tffair" of the colony ; but he (the 
Colonial Treasurer) trusted, as in the case of 
Prophetess Cassandm. who was always prophesy
ing evil, that nobody would believe in those 
<lbnml prognostications. He die! not think 
the hon. gentleman himself believed in hi' 
own gloomy forebodings. He trusted at any 
mte that hon. members would take a much 
more sanguine view of the resources of the 
colony, and not only of its ability to sustain 
the loan, but also of the great achantages that 
would accrue from the expenditnre of the loan. 
His renmrks in reply to the hem. member 
for Mulgrave ha.d, to a certain extent, answered 
the objections of the hem. member for Kennedy, 
except in one point in which he had been twitted 
about being so silent about the Land Bill. He 
quite adn1itted that, in 1naking· hh; l<~i11ancial 
1-itatement in September, he had coupled the 
LmHl and the Loan Bilb in such " sense that he 
represented that the (;overnmeut would not 
l)e afraid to 1nake a.pplieation tn the Counnittee 
for a ten-rnillinn loan, proYided their land leg-is
lation wa::; n.pprovu(l of; and he now sa,i(l that 
such land legislation lmd been approved of 
bv that Clmmber. It had been twice affirmed 
b)· that Chamber, and 1ww the l+m·ermnent 
snbmitted to that Ch:uuher the Loan Estimates. 
He nmintained that he had strictly and exactly 
cltrrie<l out the representations he had mae]e in 
Septen1ber. l-Ion. gentlmuen semued to forget 
that there were further proceedings in connection 
with the loan. They were c<msidering the Loan 
Estimates, but he had said nothing of the Loan 
Bill. He asked consideration of the Loan 
Estimates on the basis that the land legisla
tion of the Government had been twi'ce approved 
of by that Chamber, and, so far as they knew, it 
woulcl become the bw of the land. To the 
Legisbti,-e Assembl~· of Qneenslaml he sub
lllitted the Loan Estimates for their considera
tion. \Vhen tho.:;e Loa.n E:-;tima.te:-; were deter· 
1nined, it \Vonld be quitfl tin1e enoug-h to go on 
with the Loan Bill. without which the Uovem
Juent could not ean·~~ their plans into effect. 

:'<fr. "\HCH EH s:li<l tlmt fonuerlv the hon. 
~,·nt~eman h'1<1 stated that he mni'lc] take a 
~ar.;e ex,m:cJiun of urinhn Ull the Laall Dill"' i\ 

Supply. 

course for his rrnidance in regar<l to the Loan 
Estimates. But they got to smuething ;;;tronger, 
for it was said that on the Land Bill l>ecoming 
law the Loan Estimltte,s would be introduced. 
( lf course the Land Bill passing that HouRe had 
no influence on the revenue of the country; but 
now it was H>1id that th1>t House having passed 
the Land Bill, th1>t was sufficient to provide the 
interest on the loans. 

The COLOXIAL 'rHEA!:-\u KER saicl he did 
not say so. 

:Mr. AllCHER said h.:, had nndero;tood the 
hon. gentleman to s1ty that, the Land Bill having 
twice passed that House, he therefore submitted 
the E,timates for ten millions exactly the same 
as if it h1>d become law. The thing that struck 
him (::Yir. Archer) most in connection with the 
whole of those Loan Estinmtes, so far as reg1>rded 
railways, wets that the (;overnment had most 
distinctly followed out and even gone f1tr beyolJd 
the lines of their predecessors, which they had 
adversely criticised. They had criticised their 
predecessors fur proposing railways which 
had no ewl; but now they had got rail .. 
wa~tR which had nsither beginning- nr end. 
He hac l rea cl the interesting report on the Gulf 
country lately l1>id befL>re the House, yet the 
Government had evidently not got sufficient 
information to state where the terminus of the 
Gulf line was to be, let alone the country the line 
would pass through. It was absolutely necess1>ry 
for the Government, if they were going to h1>ve 
any influence on the money expended on public 
works, th1>t they should vote the memey for lines 
th1>t wnulrl immediately pay, insteltd of frittering 
away money on lines from which there would be 
no return for Bon1e ti1ne, if ever. The 'vorks 
shonld be taken up conHecuti vely, and the best 
payin~ ones made tirst. They could not foresee 
the time when some of the proposed lines would 
be made, and they ought to hesitate before com
mitting themselves to such large works and such 
a large loan. 

Mr. P AL:YIER said he considered the immi
gration item affected the remainder of the l<mn 
in R. very great n1ensure. The anwunt of labour 
th1>t they could introduce into the colon:v would 
affect the expenditure of the loan far more than 
hon. members sem116d to consider at the present 
moment. It came home to him or to m1yone 
else who lived in the country. \Vhen they 
desired to extenrl their improvements it WltS 
almost impossible to gPt the work done from the 
scarcity of labour; lmt what wonl<l it be when 
tlu~re W<t£4 snch ~tn irniuen:--;e RUin of n1oney 
iuve;.;terl in workl"l all over the colony~ He 
scarcely thought that the immigration policy 
proposed by the (~overmnent wnul<l introduce a 
c!afls of llthour suitable for the public works. 
There would be such a call for nltvvies 1tnd men 
m.;ed to Rtrong rough 'vm·k that the class of 
cheap lalH>ur proposed to be introduced would be 
quite inadequate to the carrying out of large 
public works, and un]eRs H(,lne special systmn of 
immigratiem were introduced, such as that which 
was in force when the present Government cmne 
into power, the large contracts proposed would 
never be carried out except at an enormously 
increased expense and a needle'S waste of money. 
He certainly thought that the contrast which 
the ·present immigration policy of the Govern
Jnent offered would not be favourn.hle as com
pared with what had g·one by. A statement of 
the mnnber of immigrants from Europe from 
the date of Separation to the 31st October, 1884, 
together with the cost, shower! that the total 
nun1ber introduce<l wa. ... 1U:2,t·Hi:1, a.t an expense 
from Consolidated HPYennP -whieh was nnt 
taken into acCOllllt in that. Yotn - of £:l23,467, 
1>nd from Loan £1,01J\!Jl77, '"'d from other 
sourcer> £·1361000, ur alt~·~d)1cr qlJ,}ut £:!,.)001000, 
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That did not indude ithe lanrl-orders 
issued of a certain 'alue, \\ hich "'mounted 
to £958,000; so tlmt rettlly there was n sum 
of £3,527,234 expenrled on in1ndgrn-tion in 
the colony. That extended oYer twenty.two 
years, at an average annual cost, including 
land-orders, of about £11i0,321-i. The result, after 
all, wao that there was introduced an insufficient 
clttss of labour for the work of the colonY. The 
average annual amount proposed to he voted 
now for immigTation was J:H\0,000 for fi\·e 
years, according to the Colonial Tre>csmer's 
statement ; and, if that amount were expended 
upon the class of labour which was proposed 
to he introduced for the "''g'w industry, it 
would be altogether inadertuate for the carryi11g 
out of large public works. It \va-; no u;-;e r-;aying
that there \Y8r<l men unemployed on account of 
the drought. They were not the men whom C•lll· 
tractors would mnplny, nor those who \vere loafing 
about towns; as he recently saw an advertise. 
Inent from sot ne New South 'V ales contractorR, 
asking for 1nen to as:;ist then1 in ettrrying nut 
certain works. The other evening, when the 
Railway Estimates were going through, he asked 
the Minister for Works what provision was made 
for rermiring the lines, and whether the expense 
can1e from Loan or frmr1 Hevenue. 

The MIXJSTER FOR \VORKR: From 
Revenue. 

1\Ir. PALl\IER said he saw several items in 
the Loan Estin1ates silnply for repairing exiHting 
lines, including deviations on the :Main Range, 
relaying with GO· lb. rails, etc., £200,000. Aeeord. 
ing to the .Minister for \Vorks' statement, that 
should come out of Consolidatetl Revenue, and 
that was where the percentage from the railway 
was at fault. 'l'he fi;(lll'es that were given by the 
Colonial Treasurer did not represent the actual 
receipts from railways, when they had to appro. 
pri»te from Loan a sum of £200,000 for one item. 
There were several other items in the estimate, one 
for a bridge over the Burdekin 1-liver, and several 
others which showed that the Loan Estimate was to 
he punished as it were to make repairs upon lines 
now in existence instead of the expense being 
borne by the consolidated revenue. He would 
ask the Trea>mrer if tl1at 3~ per cent. he referred 
to covered every expense from the time a rail 
was first laid in QueensL1ncl to the present time? 
That wa> the proper way to look at the per
centage. There wa~ no use in calculating it 
on the retums of this year or last year. It 
did not cover the whole of the expense from 
the time railways were first started, includ· 
ing the work and rep,drs. If so, why should 
they have to put that large amount for repairs 
r1prm the Loan Estimates~ \Vhen the railway 
items came on there woulrl he an opportunity tif 
discussing the proposed rail ways, and the routes 
they proposed to follow, and the amount of 
money that would he expended upon them. 
They cnuld he discussed seriatim and he would 
refer to them as they came on. Taking the 
whole sum of the loan vote together, it seemed 
E-;trnnge to hiin to hind a (}overurnent to f;Uch 
an an1ount of expenditure coYerinr;· so rnany 
years, or to force a policy that woultl be the 
policy for the next four or five years. It 
Reerned a.n enonuonM anwunt of uwi1ey to be 
entrustetl with. Xew Snuth \Vales had only 
])}'(mght in a loan of £H,OOO,OOO with a populatiou 
of Si'\0,000, a revenue of ne,uly £7,!JO-!,OOO, ami an 
expenflitnre. of ahnut £7.H:lH.OOO. There waR llo 
comparing that with l~ueensland, and the 
statistics showed that they were reaching beyond 
their clepth when the~·· Jn·oposetl to borrow 
£10,000,000 with a revenue of £2,.100,000. lt 
was out of all propol'tion for them to borrow 
£10,000,000 whella colony wlth such resom·ces and 
such a populntlon as X e\r ;,\mtth \Vales only bur· 

rowed £14,000,000. It was completely far and 
away out of all proportion. The public debt of New 
Snuth \\'ales, including the three·million lonn of 
December, 1883, the last payment of which was 
made in ,Tune, 1SM, wa• 1'24,721,000 ; and the 
public debt of thi~ colouy was £l!i,517,8i50. The 
n1ileage of railways in New South \Vales 
was two-thirds more than the length of 
lines in queensland. lt occmred to him 
that when the amendment in the Land Bill 
providing for survey before Helection 'va~ before 
the Committee the Uovernment raised the 
objection that it would he itn))(1Ssible to fiiHI 
enough ~urveyors to carry out the provh:;inn 
effectiYely. In view of that objection he would 
like to know how they would stand for surveyors, 
contractors, engineer8, nav\"ies, and all the re:-;t 
of the people who would be necessary to carry on 
the construction of railwavs if the works con
template<] in those Loan ·J~stimate• were pro· 
ceeded with. The price of such labour would no 
doubt go up to such an extent that all prudent 
Goverr'unents would hesitate before they would 
accept contracts at the high rates which wonld 
be inevitable owing to the then current price 
of labour. It must he remembered that ther6 
would be fonr colonies in the market borrow· 
ing for pnblic works. \\'here would the money 
come from to pay the enhanced value of lahonr? 
He was flUite oure the information on that point 
would be very neces.~ary to the Committee. 
He would like the Government to stnte what 
works they intended to go on with first. If they 
would specify the works they intended to proceetl 
with firot, and then borrow accordiugly for the 
next eighteen month,, they would he following an 
honest, stra,ightforwa.rd course. X o one would 
deny th»t the works of the colony should go on. 
There ought to be a bold public works policy to 
meet the future of the colony which the Colonial 
Treasurer had so eloquently pourtmyed. There 
was no doubt that the colony had a grand future 
before it, and that it refluired n strong ancl firm 
public works policy no one would deny ; hut the 
flUestion was whether the Go,·ernment h»cl not 
gone a little too fa.r in that immense loan, when 
the circumstances of the colony were not e'lnal 
to carrying ont the works ~n a sufficiently econo
nlicnl way. The circumstances of the colony were 
not ~uch as to justify such an expenditure. Tbe 
colony had spent large sums of money for irmpi· 
gration; and he must say that the only effect! ve 
immigration was that carded on in the last two 
vears of t.he 1'irJime of the late Govemment. That 
\vas felt all tl;rough the colony ; even in the far 
\Vest it was felt that the population had so 
increased as to benefit the outside parts. \Vith 
such " public works policy before them it was 
necessary that immigration should be extended, 
and extC-mded so as to bring- out the class of 
labour that w>ts re'luired. There had as yet 
been no voice from the other side, except that 
of the Colonial Treasurer; and he hoped the 
"conspiracy of silence" referred to by the hon. 
n1enther for Town:-;ville a:-; being evident during 
the course of the Land Bill throughout that 
House would not mark the course of the Loan 
Bill ,,Jso. 

Mr. BLACK said the Treasurer hntlmade a 
remark which certainly attracted his attention, 
,v}JeB he t-mggeHted that hon. rneruber::; on 
both sides would approve of the distribn· 
tinn of the Loan Estimates. He (Mr. Black) 
must atlmit tlmt those Estimates were most 
ing-enious1;.' fra.meil.. r.rhey were framed in 
Huch a, wtty aN to be very enticing, he 'vaB 
>efraid, to hon. members on Loth sides. All the 
cnn:--titnencies either got a railway, or a work nf 
HOHle kind, or ebe they sa.w that a railway was 
sketched out, '"hich in the yenr,; tn come might 
nry likely aJ'Jlroach them. But he thoug·ht it wns 
well to tal•e into consideration that having vote~ 
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placed on the Loan Estimates did not necessarily 
mean that the money was going to be expended. 
He had seen that before now. He knew several 
instances in connection with his own and other 
constituencies in which an apparent sop was thrown 
out in order to ensure votes, but in which the 
promise,; were never fulfilled. And especially 
woulrl that be the case in those Loan :Estimates 
under which the nuge amount of £10,000,000 was 
to be expended. The Treasurer said it would 
be expended in from three to five yeltrs; bnt 
jud~o>ing from the loan expenditure in the pltst, 
he (Mr. Black) did not think it was at all likely 
that it would be expended in five or seven years 
unless it was intended to disturb the industries 
of the colony by the Government coming 
into direct competition with them in the 
hbour market. The silence of hon. members 
on the other side certainly led him to think that 
they were going to be parties to what he could 
only denounce as one of the greatest atten1pt~ at 
log-rolling on a big scale that had been attempted 
in that House. He could only look at it in that 
li;;ht; and although a comparatively large sum 
was put on the Estimates for the constituency he 
represente•l, he did not intend on tlutt account to 
<':<press his satisfaction with the Estimates ; he 
iutended to criticise everyone .,f the items 
whatever the result might he. It w'" quite 
certain that a large nmuhor of the vote.-. wonlrl 
not be earricd out for some years ; and the 
'l'r•msurer had not given the "Unmtnittee any 
inkling aR to what works ought to take prece
dence over others. There was no douht that 
some of the chief lines of railway-trunk lines 
eHpecially-would be extended if those Loan 
Estimates were passed ; but he would like to 
know which of the other works were to be carried 
out-which lines of ntilway, which harbours and 
rivers, which buildings and bridges, and in what 
direction the electric telegraphs were likely to be 
extended ; in fact, before they passed the votes 
they ought to have a far better explanation of 
when the expenditure was going to commence 
and at what rapidity it was likely to be carried 
on than they had had up to the present. 
There was not the least doubt that when the 
Land Bill was introduced the Colonial Trea
surer informed the House that the introduction 
of a Loan Estimate amounting to ten millions 
very materially hinged upon the passing of that 
Land Bill. That Bill, with the increased 
re, venue to be derived from the public lands, 
they were given to understand, was to be the 
means of providing for the intere><t on that huge 
sum of money. It was very easy to satisfy hon. 
members by holding out that promise of exten· 
sive puhlic works. He was not one of those 
who deprecated public works, but he certainly 
thought that no Government had a right to 
go into such an unlimited expenditure as was 
now contemplated, an expenditure which they, 
in the ordinary course of events, could not 
complete. They were binding the next Parlia
ment to an expenditure which very likely that 
Parliament would not see its way to carry out, 
<uHl that could only lead to disappointment 
amongst the constituencies which were now led 
to belie\·e they weregoingto get such expenditure. 
At present the colony had a debt of something 
like £ii6 per head of the population, and it was 
now proposed to increase its liabilities to some
thing like £90 per he~td-en amount nf imlehted
ness per head of population con,iderably in exce,;s 
of that of any of the other colonies. Although 
the Colonial Treasurer had made a verv ro"y 
speech as to the vast prosperity of the col,;ny, lie 
would like him to explain at far greater length 
how he expected to meet the interest on that 
additional indebtedness. The hon. gentleman 
could certainly not point to the present prosperity 
of an~· of tht> pl"odur.ing industries, The mining-

industry was undoubtedly in a satisfactory 
state, but when they came to look at the agricul
tural industry, or the pastoral industry, the most 
sanguine man in the Committee would see that 
the most sensible thing was to say as little as 
possible ahout it. Nor was there any prospect 
of that fJrosperity being renewed. He failed to 
see what po"ihle indncements could be held out 
to immigrants at the present time. If the im
migrants, for whom they were now asked to vote 
£750,000, were to be int.roc1uced merely to carry 
out the public works policy of the Government, 
that wonl<l be a wrong thing for the Committee to 
sanction. If, on the contrary, it could be shown 
that those immigrants, when introduced, could 
benefit themselves and benefit the colony by 
settling on the land, or by entering into some of 
the indu•tries which were likely to be progressive 
in the future, then they would be ju.tified in 
introducing them. Before those immigrant" 
were brought out, it ~huulJ u~ clearly ;:,huwn 
that they would add to the permanent prosperity 
of the colony by taking ad vantage of the 
increased facilities which the Land Bill would 
very likely offer when it once hecame law. But 
until the Latl(l Bill had actually become law 
they had no right to cnmpr .. mise the country by 
that large loan oxp<'llditure ; otherwise he failed 
to see where the intere,;t on that expenditure 
was to come from. He almo><t regretted that 
the discussion on the Lo:m K;tituatcs had nnt 
taken phtcc hefore the Speakl·r h•ft the chair, so 
that the di,,cnssi"n might have been more 
general. However, he hoped the remarks he 
was about to make would excite more ample 
debate from both sides than h>td been the case 
up to the present time. He proposed to refer to 
some of the items on the .Estimates in the hope 
that some hon. gentlemen on the other side, 
whose constituencies were likely to be affected 
by his remarks, would he able to give their 
views, not only on that but on the general 
question involved in that enormous loan ex
penditure. Amongst some of the railways pro· 
posed, he noticed that the lines th>tt constitn· 
encies might approve of were not those which 
had been adopted ; and that led him to believe 
that the t+overnment were not sincere in their 
intention of cltrrying out the works as put down 
on that schedule. He would begin with a 
constituency near his own-that of Bowen ; and 
what did they find there? They found that a 
line from Bowen to Haughton Gap, by way of 
the Burdekin-a line which was undoubtedly 
popuhtr, and which ran through rich agricultural 
land- wa" absolutely shelved, although it 
had been approved nf hy the predops Go\·· 
ernment, and the money fnr it had been 
actually passed by the House and borwwed. 
That was a line which not only met with the 
approval of the Bnwen constituency, hut, he had 
every reas<m to believe, of the Charters Towers and 
Kennedy constituency a,; well; and yet it exem
plified what he had sa id b<•fnre, that. the mere 
fact of a work being put on the Loan :Estimates 
did not mean that a cmtstituency was ever 
going to get any benefit from it. Instead of 
that line, they found that a line was tn he m:ule 
from Bowen to the coalfields. 1•p to the 
present time no one lme.w wlw.rr. the c,,.,lfields 
were. They had not been discovered yet. ] f 
he harl nnt been n1hdnfor1ned, tho Gnverrnnent 
were actnally getting· a rlian101Hl drill. ::tn<l \vere 
going to send a party np there to hunt for· 
coal. Xothing could be n1ore irritnting-, Tnore 
monstrous, than to frame Loan ENtimates on 
such a ridiculous basiN. There was an item 
of £100,000 for a railwa~· frnm Bowen to 
some coalfield,; that might be discm·ered, 
or that might not be discoverml. ::\one had 
as yet been discovered, and it was 1·ery 
clonbtfnl if nny werr lihly to lle, within 
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such reasonable distance of Bowen as to enable 
cnal:to be landed there aH ch~:tply a;; it could be 
landed from the Bnrrum or even from X ewcastle. 
'fhat was a specimen of the railway line' pro
posed in those :~<:stiuutes. A line which the 
people actually wanted, which would encourage 
settlement, and "·hich ran through a rich and 
well-known agricultural district, was Bhelved by 
the Uovermnent, and in its place they were 
g-oing to bnild tt rflril wa,y to :-:mnA nnknn\vn con1-
ticld--

l\Ir. KATI~S rose to a point of order. The 
qne,tion before the Committee was that of 
irnn1igratiou. 

The CH"\UOIAX: Xo doubt the 'luestion 
before the Committee is the immigration vote, 
but as latitude has been allowed to other 
speakers, I think it is the feeling of the Com
mittee that the hon. member should he permittPCl 
to proceed. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\fcJL WRAITH said it had 
been the practice to have a debate of that kind 
in Committ•·e. It was <]uite optional with the 
( Jpposition to have eontinuerl the debate that wa.o 
initiated last night by the Treasurer on the 
motion to g·o into Committee, hut it was thought 
PxpeJient in order to get n1ore infor1natinn that 
th<T should go into Committee. The Treasurer 
ha vin;:;- Hwverl the vote there should be a genPml 
di:-.:cn::;sion npou the ''"hole :;;uhject.. 

Tlw COLOXL\L THEAS"GRER said that 
certainly was the understanding, but he nnder
stood that when the hrm. member for .Mulgr,we 
ancl other hrm. members had spoken the Com
mittee woulrl settle down and discns• the par
ticular items. He trn.oted that the hon. mmuber 
for Mackav would remember tll'tt the individual 
votes woulfl haYe to he di.smmsed afterwards. 

:\Ir. AHCHER: We shall ha\·e fonncl the 
cn:;lfinlds hy then, probably. 

:.VIr. BLACK said he wished to point out that 
the in1n1igratinn vote wa.R perfectly nnneces:-:;ary 
nntil the l+overnment conld show that the public 
works policy that they had sketcher! ont was 
likely to be carried aJHl to he beneficial to the 
cnm1try. He was very glad to find that the Com
mittee would allow a ccrt:tin httitude in the dis
CURsion of those Estimrttes, and he was induced to 
nmke hi-; renmrks because he wisherl to elicit an 
oxprel"ision of opinion which, it Reen1ed to him, 
could only be brought about by treading on the 
t<ws of some hon. members nn the other side. 
HoweYer, he had not yet refel'l'etl to any rail way 
in the southern part of the colony, in which the 
hon. member, l\rr. Kates, was interested. They 
would come to that later 011. He pointed out 
what he con~iderecl the rnost glaring case in the 
whole of the Estimates, where a necessary 
and popular line of raihvay had been she!Yed 
for an imaginary vote for a line to some place 
not hitherto disco\·ered. :From that vote he 
very mnch doubted the sincerity of the Govern
ment to f'flrry on the lines a.s sketched nut in the 
Loan B;stimates. He l>elieved that certain lines 
shonl< I 1><' cnnstrncted.-certaiu necessary lines
lmt he thnnght that the Committee were entitled. 
tn ha vo HOH1e expre::;:-;iou of opi11ion frmn the 
c~nlouinl Trerumrer a:-: to which lineH \Yere going to 
take pn~cech~nc0, They ha,d got a loan Pxpendi
tnre propnReci which wnuld take ti ve nr six or very 
likely seven year~ to exlutu~t, and he \'rished hnn. 
members who were going to vote for that to 
nnderstand that perhaps they would not 
get the particular works put clown in the 
Estinw.tH::.;, cn11structed for four (Jl' ti Ye year;.;, 
AnHmgst the railways was the Roma tn Charle
ville line. He believed that was a neces:;arv 
extension, and the extension of the Southern ancl 
\Yestem line westwarrl was also one to which no 
very ;;erinn,; opposition c·onld lw raised: hnt it. 

was very distinctly understood throughout the 
constituencies that the extenBion of \V estern 
lines in future was to lJe contingent on the rents 
from the pastoral lessees being considerably 
increased. That was distinctly understood; but 
now they had got the cart before the 
horse. They were going to vote the money 
for those \Y estern extensions before they had 
got any assurance that the rents of ~he pas
toral tenants were going to be propnrtwnately 
increaRed ; and on that account alone he \Vas 
opposed to the extensions. He considered that 
the coastal distriets were entitled to the 
greatest expenditure for providing railway faci
lities. It was on the coast that the popula
tion was settling down, and it was the more 
popular pl~tce for itnmigrantH, none of whon1, 
he believed, ever went further inland than 
100 miles. It was on the coast that the com
!Jaratively close settlement existed, and they had 
there industries which were far more attractive 
to the immigTant than those of the \Yestern 
interior, and for that reason he thought the coast 
shonld have far g-reater prominence bestowed 
npon it. Although he"'"'" in favour of coastal 
lines, he saw in the list a line which he could 
nnt conscientioush' ach·ocate-that from Bris
bane to Cle,·elrtnc( 

.\n J-IoxonunLE :\lE}IBErt: Oh~ 

:\[r. BLACK said he was glad to hem· signi< 
of dissent, which showed that the EstimateK woulrl 
get fair discussion. He could remember how 
that line wa.o initiated ::tt the very granrl 
banquet held at Cleveland, when the Benior 
member for 11aryhorough expressed himself as 
being perfectly s<ttisfiecl with sitting at the feet 
of his great leader; and from that small begin
ning they now fonncl a proposed ex]'encliture .of 
£HO,OOO. He did not object to a railway going to 
Clevela.nd at some future time, but he maintained 
that there were other districts of the colony en
titled to precedence. 'l'he success of the Sand
gate line had, no doubt, stirred up the people of 
Cleveland, but he thought that town was of 
sufficient unimportance for the line to be de
ferred to some futnre time. Then came the 
South Brisbane branch, upon which, including 
wharves, £120,000 was proposed to be expended. 
He was not going to offer any special objection 
to that, because he believed the trade of the 
colony even justified a \"er~· considerable expen
diture in th::tt direction in the capital ; but he 
must say it was a very large expenditure, ::tnd he 
would rather see it embracing the next two 
years. He thought that would be ::t far better 
system on which to have framed the Loan 
Estimates than to have asked for the huge sum 
which, in his opinion, meant this : that ::tny 
constituency or any part of the country that was 
not in the present schedule wa.o not likely to have 
any of its public works supplied fnr the next five 
ye;us at the very least. TheJ'e were many rail
ways that tnight be con::;idered advantageous to 
the couiJtry now 'vhich, in fonr or fiye yearH, 
would be considered unnecesxary linP:s ; whilP, 
on the other hand, there were many line,; 
whieh had heen llmittecl from the schedule 
which, before fh-e year,; harl elnpserl, would 
be considered most important to tlw progress 
of the country tn be constructed. ThoRn linei<, 
unless the.v happened tn be in the scherlnln 
now-, ha' l no hope of being con:-;tructed until 
seYen years passed m·er - the time which 
he said the £10,000,000 woulrl take to expend. 
Again, there ""'" a line fruw :r.~cnlr-igh to 
Southport nnrl the border proposed, but they 
had already got one to the border; ar.cl that 
line he consirlererl could be Yery safely de
ferred until the more important requirements 
of the colony had been attended to. There 
wns :>11 expenrlitvn> of !;:44,000 tr• complete the 
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Sandgate branch. That matter had been discussed 
the other night, and it would certainly rather 
astonish the Committee to find that the amount 
required to complete the line was almost 
as much as the whole line was to ha\'e co~t 
originally. He did not know whether, after the 
revelations which had been made, the Govern
ment were serious in asking for £4!5,000 tn extend 
the Brisbane Valley branch. It was a line that 
could not possibly be reproductive, and must 
necessarily decrease the interest on the whole of 
the southern lines. Hon. member.s should pause 
before they allowed the Government to lanneh 
into such extravagant expenditure as some of 
the items showed they wished to do. 'l'he 
Laidley Creek branch was a line he shoul<l like 
to hear something in support of, because he had 
been unable to find anyone who conld give any 
sound reason why an expenditure on a line of 
that sort should be made at the present time. 
He thought the duplicate line to Ipswich was 
very necessary on account of th<1 large amount of 
traffic, hut when it came to £:'\00,000 for a dupli
cate line from Ipswich to \Varwick, and£250,000 
for a line from vVarwick to St. George, and when 
they remembered that that three-quarters of a 
million was only on account-for he understnod 
the lines were to cost about £2,000,000 to com
plete-he would like some hon. gentleman-the 
Minister for Works, for instance-to give them 
some information. vV as the colony at present in 
a sufficiently prosperous condition to justify what 
was yet an unnecessary duplicate line to \V ar
wick? No doubt in five or six years, when 
better timed came, it would be a practicable 
and a useful line ; but there was no reason 
why the colony should he bound clown to 
construct what must be a most expensive line, 
long before it was wanted. He found a vote 
of £200,000 for "buildings and sidings generally," 
which he presumed wtts to be spent by the Gov
e.rnment fc!r the time be~ng in any place they 
liked. HIS 1dea of Estm1ated was that they 
should know where the money was to be spent 
before they voted it. That was a far too large 
sum of money for P»rliament to entrust the 
Government with the uncontrolle<l expenditure 
of. He would like to know what could be said 
in favour of the J\Iaryborough a11<l Gayndah 
line. As far as he knew, it passed through 
some of the worst country in Queenslan(!, 
where there wouhl never he any settlement, 
and yet there was £250,000 put down for it. 
He did not know whether they would be 
told that there was timber on the line, but he 
knew it was not likely to add to the revenue 
derived from the railways of the colony. Then 
there was another £30,000 for the line, Bundaberg 
to Mount Perry. Did hon. members forget what 
a dead loss that line had been to the country? 
\Vhat was the use of taking it anv further? It 
did not open up any better cm!;ttry, and the 
further it was taken the greater would be the 
loss. He was told that it was not for an ex
tension ; but if he was in error he could 
only blame the Government for not supply
ing plans so that hon. members might know 
what it WftS they were asked to Yote. Then 
there was £500,000 for a, line from Cloncnrrv to 
the Gulf of C~trpentaria. He did not sn]'J;ose 
three members of the Committee knew anything· 
about that : he did not think the 'l'reasme'r 
himself knew anything about it. Those votes 
were simply thrown out as sops to the X or them 
constituencies. That was a line which was not 
yet even surveyed, and they did not know when' 
it was gr,ing to. It was one of the undefined 
lines, and they were asked to give the GoYeru
ment £500,000 so as to lead the people up 
there to believe they were going· to get a rail
way ; that was what it amounted to. The 
line would certainly not be c•Jnstructed _for 

the next fi ye years ; and he was not at all 
certain whether, if it became necessary to have 
a railway, the proper way would nnt be to take 
it from Hughenden. fie had been very much 
interested in a report about the different ports 
and harbours, which had been laid on the table ; 
and after reading the de.scrivtion of the miserable 
country for thirty or forty miles inland from the 
coast, he would ask what justification there wa.s 
for spending £500,000 on a milway from the 
Gulf to Cloncurrv. It was a liue in fanmr ,,f 
which something" might be ad vancecllater on, but 
at prec,ent the colony did not require it, and could 
not afl'ord it. He had already remarked on the 
absurdity of the line from BmYen to the cmclfields, 
w that it woulrl not be necc"ary to say any 
more about it till they came to it, by which time 
he hoped the Minister for \Vorks would have 
found out where the coalfields where, and what 
he would do in th0 event of no suitable coal 
being discovered there. It seemed to him that, 
if they voted the £100,000, and also transferred 
the £150,000 wbich had been already voted for 
the railway to Haughton Ciap, the money was 
likely to lie idle. He saw amongst the vote for 
Harbour and Rivers an item of £60,000 for har
bour improvements at Mackay. Although that 
referred to his own electorate, he thought the 
Government were not sincere in it, because 
they knew th:1t £()0,000 was not more than 
half enough to make any reasonable harbour 
in1provmnents there. He was not going~ o be 
put off opposing the Estimates because there was 
£GO,OOO down for Mackay, unless the Govern
ment could show that that sum was going to do 
some good. The Colonial Secretary knew that 
£60,000 was not half enough to do any material 
good to the place, and as they were not likely to 
have another Loan Estimate for five years he 
was not at all satisfied with the vote. It was 
one of those case~ in which n1oney was 
put on the Loan Estimates whilst the Gov 
ernment had no intention of expending it. 
He assumed the GoYernment had got some reason 
for putting in the votes for buildings, hut there 
was one item which he thought very suspicious, 
and that was £100,000 for buildings g·euerally. 
\Vhere were they to he? Had the Government 
any idea where they were going to erect those 
building,;, or which were to be the favoured 
constituencies? He never heard before of a 
lump sum being- left under the control of tile 
Government and entirely beyond the control of 
Parlimnent, to be expendc<l anywhere the Go\·
ermnent liked. And then there was the yote for 
llridges ou 1nain roads, £100,000. Thc1t 'va::; 
another Yote where the Government woul<l have 
the "hang on.'' Did hon. 1118n1hers rmneruber 
how the la"'t Yote of £1i\,OOO, passed last session 
for bridge.s on main roads, had been distributeJ ~ 
It had heendivirlecl mnong.stthe divisional boards, 
which got £16/l each. He would like the 
Minister for \Vorks to say whether he intended 
to divide the £100,000 among· the divisiom1l 
bon,rds in the ~mne faRhion ~ 

The :IIIXISTRR FOH WORKS: Xo. 

:\fr. BLACK: \\"ell, they had got a precedent 
for it which the hon. gentleman had established 
when he got into ditl:icultie.s through the number 
of deput:.ttious tluct waited npon him. And the 
hon. gentleman got out of those difficulties by 
Ratisf.ying the111 all nnd giving them .£108 each. 
'l'he thing· was ridiculous. lt defentecl the 
o'Jject the Committee had in view when they 
voted that £Fi,OOO, and he (:IIr. Black) thought 
that the Committee, hefore th<':> entrusted 
£100,000 to any one department, should have 
son1e as~urance that wha,tever works were going 
to be erected the money "hnnlcl not be voted 
until the planH had becJn laid before Pal'liB,ment 
::tnd ParHmne11t had gi \'ell snuction to the 
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expenditure. The same remark applied to the 
£250,000 for water supply and storage. That, he 
believed, was the best vote in the whole of 
those Estimates. Th>tt w:ts a vote that he could 
thoroughly approve of. The only thing he thought 
the Committee should be a,~sured of wa,s that the 
expenditure of that money should be under proper 
supervision, and made in such a way as to benefit 
the water supply of the colony in the interior-a 
matter to which the Government had not 
hitherto paid sufficient attention. He was 
opposed to the principle on which those Loan 
Estimates had been framed, and he maintainocl 
that until the '£reasurer could show them how 
the interest was going to be paid, the Com
mittee would not be carrying out their proper 
duty in passing the Estimates. But if the hon. 
gentlenmn could show that he had any re:tson
able expectation that he could pay the large 
extra expen<liture entailed on the colony by the 
votes, then the I~oan Estimates were entitled 
to a much more fa\-ourable consideration than 
he could give them in pre,ent circumstances. 

Mr. P ALMER said that the hon. member for 
Mackay had made some remarks as to the quality 
of the country near the shores of the Gulf. 
He (:Yir. Palmer) would not enter into the 
question, but refer the hon. gentleman to the 
report laid on the table of the House during last 
session. But he would say that the returns from 
the district of Burke showed that the revenue 
within the last twenty years had been a quarter 
<~f a million, and that the amount of money 
expended on public works was £17,000. He 
thought that spoke volumes for the justice that 
was dealt out to the district of Burke and the 
Gulf generally. \Vhether it shoulrl come in for 
a milway or not was for the House to decide. 

The MIJ'\ISTER FOil WORKS said that the 
hon. member for .Mackay wanted to get infor
mation as to how the Government proposecl to 
carry out that vote. The object which the 
Government had in Yiew in framing their works 
policy was to do j1mtice to all parts of the 
colony. 
Ho~ot:HABLg ::\IE1mgnR on the Government 

Benches: Hear, hear! 
The MINISTJ~R FOH WORKS: Kot as 

when the previous GoYernn1ent were in power, 
when they simply constructed works to suit the 
constitnencie-, of their own supporters. The pre
sent Govennnent took a1wther view altogether 
of the subject, and meant to do ample and equal 
jnstica to all parts of the colony-no matter 
whether a member sat on the Government side or 
not. He would like to know how it wa8 possible 
for any Government to frame a works policy 
unless they borrowed a large amonnt of money 
-considering the large extent of conntry. they 
had to deal with. The hon. member for Mackay 
complained abont not having a sufficient sum of 
money put down for ha.rbour works at :i\Iackay. 
But that was not the only sum of money put 
down-or at all events to be expended at 
::\Iackay. \Vhy, there was a bridge across the 
Pioneer River, tenders for which had been 
called at something like £20,000 ! '£he hon. 
member forgot that, and if he (the Minister for 
\Vorks) thong-M that if the Government had 
had the slightest intention of holding back 
or doing a wrong to ~1ackay they wonld not 
have sanctioned that bridge across the Pioneer 
River. That wa-., he helieved, a thorough 
answer to the hem. gentleman. The Go,·ernrnent 
intended to deal out equal justice to all 
parts of the colony. The hon. gentlema.n also 
particularly wanted some inforimttion ahont 
why the G-overnrnent \vere asking to transfer 
the sum of money which l1<td been voted some 
years ago for the purpose of uutldng ::t rail way 

from Bowen to Haughton Gap. \Vhen that sum 
was borrowed it never was intended to build 
that rail way ; or if it was, he thought whoever 
made the proposition was a fit subject for 
vVoogaroo. It would haYe been to build a line 
of railway 150 miles to compete with another 
railway that was already in existence, and that 
c:trried all the traffic to the seaboard. '£he 
only thing that would have justified that rail
way would have been that it ran through agri
cultural country with close settlement. But there 
was not a single acre of agricultural country 
in it-~notwithstanding the statement of the hon. 
member for Mackay-with the exception of a. 
"IJ1all portion of land where there was water 
communication, or nearly so. 'l'he whole of that 
land on the Burdekin had wttter communication, 
and it would be the height of folly to build a 
railway where they had a line of water. \Vith 
reference to the coalfield on the Bowen River, 
he looked upon it as one of the best in the 
colony; and if the hon. member would turn up 
Mr. ,Jack's report he would find that there was 
no part of the colony of which Mr. Jack spoke 
more favourably than the Bowen Coal :Field. 
But not only was there a coalfield there, but 
it was land well adapted for close settlement.. 

Mr. BLACK : Where? 
The l\H="ISTER ]'OR WORKS : On the 

Bowen Eiver. Perhaps the hon. gentleman had 
been over it. But the railway would not stop 
there. It would go further ahead. 

::\Ir. BLACK : In which way? 
The JYIINISTER :FOR WORKS : It would 

reach the interior of the country; and that was 
exactly what the people of Bowen wanted. 
They wanted to be c<,Imected with the railway 
for the purpose of getting some_ portion of the 
traffic of the interior, but no Government in 
their senses would build one railway to compete 
with another. \Vhere that line would be con
nected with the Northern line would be a.bout 
thirty miles from Townsville, and it was not a 
likely thing that anyone would send goods 150 
miles to Bowen when they could reach 
Townsville in thirty miles. The hon. g-entle
mrtn went all over the railways, but he was 
prepared to take them as they came. The 
Government proposed to let each railway stand 
by itself, and not lump them all into one vote; 
and that, he thought, was the proper way. He 
was perfectly certain hon. members would not 
object to the extension of the main line west
ward ; but some exception was taken to the route. 
His opinion was that it would not be taken 
exactly in the direction that was indicated. 
It would go from Charleville to a little 
the south of west ; bat he had little infor
mation as to the exact route. In talking 
about the Northern line, the hon. member for 
Townsville before he left office gave instruc
tions to survey a line from Hughenden to Win
ton, and the result would have been that the 
Central line and the ::'\" orthern line would have 
made a loop-line, and he did not think that 
the present Government would commit such a 
blunder as that. The proper way to deal with 
the railways was to deal with them as they were 
down there, aml if hem. gentlemen opposite were 
sufficiently strong to successfully oppose any one 
of them it would have to g·o. The hon. member 
for l\lulgrave said he did not know how all 
the money was to be got. The~· all knew that 
the system proposed by the Government was not 
the one which the hon. gentleman would ha\'C 
adopted. He would rather have seen a large 
company undertaking the work on the lan<l
gra.nt HyRterrl. rrhe pre~ent Governinent did 
11ot intend to carry nut that s~''tem, but intended 
to make pro viRion for all portions of the colony. 
\Vith reference tu the line to Xormanton, 
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survey w:;s being made to find out which would 
be the best point to start from, n.nd he had vet to 
learn why the h<m, member for ~Iac!mv should 
come to the conclnsinn that the Uo,;ernment 
~:.tcl no serious intention of cnrryiug ont that 
!!ne. It. would be v~ry bard indeed to propose 
lmes winch would smt the Oppo,;ition and tbev 
did not inteml to try it. They ne1·e; intended 
t~' consult them, ''" ~o the works policy of the 
(,overmnent. 'Ihe hovermnent had <lone what 
thev thnnght was right and wou],] stan<l by their 
decision. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he had not intemlerl to 
have spoken upon the que:-.:;tinn nntil they ~rot on 
to the vote for railways ; but seeing th::~t the 
~liscnssion had become general, he thought tlmt 
It was necessary he sbonld say sonwthing. He 
was one of the n1ernherR on the (-i-o\·ernn1ent side 
who had been taunted by one or two gentlernen 
opposite with not hadng- 8poken, when the fact 
of t~e matter was that they monopolised all the 
ta.llnng thernsel ves during the afternoon. Seein(t 
that the im1nigration vote was on, he considered 
that he would not be justified in savinu what he 
had to say until that was settled:· Jie h>td no 
serious objection to the first se Yen items on the 
vote for rail wayR, and he wa::: not one of those 
\rl1o \VaR very anxions to ilnpress upon the 
Oover1m1ent the dt1kirabilit:r of cnnstrnctina a 
railw>ty to plerrsn himself. The line he would n7fer 
to was the extension to Fortitndt• V alley and the 
firr-:t thing he knew about it wa,s when Ji~ Raw the 
plans laid upon the table ye•terday. He woul<l 
take the "Pl'ortunit.r, lH'evinn><ly to the mmwy 
being voted, of r-:ayillg a few \\'(.ll'df; upon it. :it 
waR propo~ea, a,ccor(ling to thoRe planR, to rmnove 
the central station to th.e westward of the Xonual 
School in what was called the school reserve 
between E<lwarcl street and Creek street, and it 
\Vas intended to be Nilnply a lJtt.RRenger r-:t.atinn. 
To get from the lower end of the city it 
would be necessary to re::;nn1e a portinfi of 
the land from the school gronncls at present 
occupied hy some of the girl~' schools, aud 
the approach to the sbtion from Adelaide 
str~et would lw on the gradient of 1 in lG, 
whiCh would not be Yery com·enient for an 
approach to a pa . .:;~enger st:1tjon. The extension 
from there to Fortitude V alley was propo.sed to 
otart from Creek street, and if it went thronah 
a, tnnuel it \vould cmne ont son1ewhere in Bot~l~ 
dary street. It would then go clown to the \Vater 
Reserve, and acro's Gotha street, Gibbs street 
and Bruns\vick Rtreet, and a passenger Htatim~ 
wa.s placPd at Ballow street. After passina 
Constm!Ce street it di1ergecl suddenly to th~ 
westward, and went towards the Exhibition 
Buildings. He knew the locality well, and knew 
that it; would be a most expensive line to con
stnwt, and tlmt the benefit to the people of 
Vortitude Valley, so far as it would enhance 
the value of property there, would not be 
very great frorn having the :-:tation there. 
The distance from the station on the western 
side of Ann street to the north end of the station 
in l<'ortitucle Valley was seventy-two and a-half 
chains, and he believed that the construction of 
that piece of line alome, including thA purchase 
of property that would Le reqnirecl, would cost 
from !;80,000 to £100,000. The passenger station 
in that locality was within fin~ or Hix chains of 
the mnnicipa] boundary, and the whole district 
to the north of the nnn1icipnJ l)()undar.r would 
not be accommodated by that rn.ilwny. He had 
l>een considering the r1uestion very seriously for 
a long time, and a 11etition had recent.]y "been 
handed to him with referenc<> to the makin~ 
of a line to Fortitude Valley. As he harl said 
before, he knew nnthing about the propo,al 
of the Government in the matter until the 
predous day when the plans were laid on the 
tRL!e of the House, Ho w:lli certainly very 

1 much astonished when he saw them. because he 
did not think the line was the best that could be 
chm;en to increaRe trade, and encourage the rner ... 
can tile community and the people of Fortitude 
Valley. That constituency was one of the most 
popnl~ms in the colony, lts population at the 
present time being 12,000. Therefore it required 
some little consideration in the construction of 
rail wap;. The people had been very quiet, and 
had not asked the Governrnent to expend money 
there for their particular benefit. But the Gov
emment seeing that the mercantile community 
and the district itself required some consideration 
had now proposed the scheme which would 
be to-morrow submitted to the House. He 
wished to say that they had made a great mis
take in the plan they had decided upon, as it 
would in vo!Yc a very heavy expenditure and 
would uot be of much advantage to the locality 
generally or to the rnercn,ntile community, \vhich 
dem,mded milway extension. He would suggest 
an alternative scheme which would secure all the 
advantages he had enumerated. At present it 
was proposed when the line left the station at 
Con stance street to make the necess>try connection 
with the ::-;andgate line by a downward curve. 
If the (~o,·ermnent would only make that con
nection with the Sandgate line there instead of 
going down to the wat.er reRerve, anrl nutke a 
station just on the nmnicipal hounclary, they 
would secure >tll the ad.-antages which their 
scheme won],] gin• to the peot,le in that district, 
l1ecimse they would only have to go fiye or six 
chains further down to get to the rail way station. 
By adopting his r-mggt=~stion, the U overn1nent 
would save the expenditure of a large sum of 

i money which wonld be necessitated by the plan 
mJ the table for the resumption of land and the 
purchase of property ; they would be able to 
construct the line for £60,000, in3teacl of spending 
£120,000 as they proposed. If his statements 
were correct, and he believed they were, the 
Governn1ent ought, he thought, to seriously con4 

sider the matter. He believed it would be to 
the advantage of his constituents, and to the 
advantage of the country, if his suggestion ''Tere 
adopted. He simply made those few remarks 
now as the line was down on the Estimates, but 
he intended to refer more fully to the subject 
to-morrow, after he had another opportunity of 
looking at the plans. He asked the Committee 
to seriously consider the matter before consenting 
to rm expenditure of £175,000 for the extension 
to the citY and Fortitude Valley. He would 
point out that immediately on con1ing out of the 
tunnel at Wharf street the line would drop into 
the Yalley between Leichhardt and vVickham 
streets. All the property in that locality was 
occupied hy working tradesmen who had 
accmnnlated their little snvings and settled 
down in homes of their own. If the rail
way was taken clown there it would destroy 
those two sections of land from \Vickham street 
to Brunswick street, as he noticed from the plnn 
that a resnmption of land two chains wide would 
be necessary in some places. He would also 
poi11t out to the M ini:-<try another matter which 
the:> had prol1a.bly not talwn into consic-!eratinn, 
and that was that tenders had been let by a pri
vatA cmnpany for tbe com..:trnction of a trannvay 
in that particular locality down to where the 
station would be in Constance street. He hoped 
the GovernuJellt wonld com:>ider thecircntnstances 
he bad referrc<l to. He belicYed they could make 
the line so that it would prove a gn;rcter conveni
ence to Fortitude Yalley and a greater advantage 
to the colony than wonld be afforded by the 
present scheme. 1\o adv"ntage was afforded to the 
people on the eastern side of l<'ortitude Valley by 
having a station at Constance street. If the 
station were made somewhere abont the present 
police-station they would touch nothing in the 
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shape of private land. He was looking forward, 
as the Minister for Works knew, to the time 
whe.n the mercantile community would have the 
necessary accommodation to get from that point 
to the edge of what he looked upon as the best 
reach in the Brisbane River for the accommoda
tion of large ships, and that was the Bulimba 
reach. He was of opinion that before two years 
were over they would see a network of wharve~ 
from N ewstead very nearly to New :Farm, and 
it was the duty of the Government to devise such 
measures as would encourage traffic on their 
railways and involve a minimum of expense. 
He hoped, before the matter came on to-morrow, 
the Government would consider the matter very 
s"riously. He saw that a large expenditure in 
different parts of the city was proposed, and he 
was not going to object to it, because he thought 
the trade of Brisbane was so increasing that it 
was necessary for the Government to make pro
vision fur it. \Vith regal'cl to the proposed direct 
line from Ipswich to \Varwick, he had been 
making inqniries, and he believed the Govern
ment had obtained all the information possible 
with reference to that work. The information 
he had was that the line would be a great 
advantage, and that it would save a large 
expense for the duplication of the Toowoomba 
line. Bnt he doubted whether it was possible 
to construct it. [t wonld have to go from 
Harrisville or from som8where on tlw RlLrris
ville line, but he was told that if a line was 
carried to the )\ ew South \Vales border it wonltl 
be a much simpler way of getting over the 
difficulty. He would suggest to the Minister 
for \Vorks-who he knew was anxious to 
see thoi<e works carried out in the cheapest 
possible manner-whether a line from that 
particular branch to 'IN arwick, by going on 
the other side of the New South Wales border, 
would not be more easily constructed. They could 
buy the land from X ew South vV ales ; and if the 
information he had was correct, it would be the 
cheapest line ; and if the land was of the 
character that had been represented to him, then 
he believed it would be a judicious plan for the 
(}ovemment to buy what was necessary. He 
was told the other day by a gentleman 
that he had seen four large teams come 
down from the route of the proposed line 
to Htwrisville, each with five tons of cedar on. 
The road could not be bad if that could be done. 
He thought, therefore, that the difficulties of 
railway construction in that direction were 
not s<i great as many people imagined. He 
hac! no doubt other hon. members were anxious 
to speak ; and therefore he should reserve any 
further remarks he had to offer until they had 
expressed themselves. 

Mr. NORTON said that the Minister for 
\Vorks had told them a short time before that 
the Government had endeavoured to do justice to 
all parts of the colony. He was glad to hear it; 
but how had they done justice to Port Cnrtis? 
Did they think that justice had been done by 
pntting down a line from Bundaberg towards 
U ladstone? \V as there any jnstice in that? He 
wondered whetlwr, if the Government werA 
hungry, they would be .satisfi<1d with the smell 
of a red herring ; if so, then that vrovosal wonld 
satisfy the peolple of Port Cnrtis. \Yhr~t 
would be the effect of that proposal? Pro
bably there "·ould not be another loan Yotc 
for the next six or seven years. 'l'he 
Treasurer seemed to think that capitalists at 
home were wanting to r1mh at him with their 
money and to put all their spare cash into his 
pockets. He did not think the hon. gentleman 
conic! have read what had appeared in the papers 
in Great Britain on that subject ; because if he 
had he would know that every paper of any 
influence, and which might be considered a 

reliable authority on the subject, had directly 
opposed the large borrowing now talked about 
by Colonial Governments. He quite admitted 
the force of what the hon. member had said in 
referring to \V estgarth's circulars with regard 
to the greater inclination of capitalists in 
England to lend to the colonies because of the 
action of the present Tmperial Government; but 
in spite of that, all the reliable papers spoke in 
a tone condemnatmy of the large borrowing 
proposed by the eolonies. As he had already said, 
he believed the effect of passing that Loan Bill 
wonlrl be that they would not have another 
Loan Bill for six or seven years; that was to 
say, if the money was tn be expended as 
proposed. Of course, if any of the lines 
were treated in the same way as the Hanghton 
Gap line, it was quite possible that they might 
have to ask the English capitalists for another 
loan wit.hin a reasonable time, but if all that 
money was to be borrowed and expended, then he 
saw no chance of another loan for the next six or 
seven years. The effect of that would be, so far 
as his constituent• were concerned, that they 
would derive no advantage from the loan at 
all. If he was not right when he understood the 
:Minister for \Vnrks to say that the Government 
proposed to c'nry out the line from Bundaberg 
to tiladstone, th€m he was sony fnr it; he cer
tainly drew that conclusion. 

The !\U::\flRTER l•'01l 1\'0TIKS: It is a very 
ea.~y line. 

:Mr. :1\0:R'rOX: 1t was a very ensy line. He 
thought the intention was to construct a line 
from Bundaberg to UllLclstone, as it ought to 
have been, awl not from Bnnclaberg towards 
Gladstone. The only benefit which his district 
derived from that loan vote was, that it wa.s 
proposed to expend a small sum in deepening 
the Xarrows. As far as Gladstone was con
cerned, until the railway was actually continued 
to it, it would have the effect of taking the 
trade to Bundaberg. As the line extended 
towtucls Gladstone the people who lived near 
the end of it would naturally get their goods 
from Bunclaberg, as being easier of access 
by rail than Gladstone by vehicle. Conse
quently some of the traffic which went to 
Port Curtis would be taken from it. The 
present action of the Government would pre· 
vent that line from being completed for seven 
or eight years. With regard to the milway from 
Bowen to Haughton Gap, the J\1inister for 
\Yorks saicl it was never intended to carry out 
that line when it \\·as proposed, and that a· man 
must have been a madman to have proposed 
such a line with the intention of carrying it out. 
If that was so, why did not the hon. gentle
man rise in his place in the House and pro
test against it at the time it was sanctioned? 
The vote was allowed to pass, and then 
when the hon. gentleman came into office 
he said the line when complete<! would compete 
with that from Townsville, and he did not intend 
to build competing line' of milway. That was a 
very fine statement to malw, but were not th" 
Governrnent building cmnpeting line-; of ra,il way? 
\Vhat about the direct line from Ipswich to 
\Varwick-would not that compete with the 
pn'sent line? 

'!.'he MINISTER FOR WORKS : Tt requires 
a rlonhle line. 

Mr. NORTOX said all the traffic between 
Toowoomba aiHl \Yarwick could he conveniently 
carried on one line, and even between Ipswich 
and Toowoomba all the traffic could be carried 
on a ""ingle line without danger as long as there 
was enoug·h rolling-stock for the purpose. In 
fact, in proposing that direct line to \V arwick 
the h,m. gentleman was doing the very 
thing which he condemned the late Govem· 
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ment for with regard to the railway from 
Bowen to Haughton Gap. Then the hon. 
gentleman said the present Government were 
not going to make loop-lines. Surely the hem. 
gentleman did not remember the items on the 
Loan Estimates before him ! \Vhat would the 
city extension be but a loop-line? It was 
indeed one for which there was little excuse ; for 
if it was to go on into Fortitude Valley, it ought 
to go to some place where it would be useful to the 
V alley instead of being taken to make a loop 
with the Sandgate line. In its proposed form it 
was a loop-line and a con1peting line. 1"'heu 
there was that extraordinnry little line from 
Tonwoomba to Draytnn, which cut off a corner 
and saved eight miles on the route to \V arwick 
-what was that but a loop-line? The \Varwick 
people seemed to be getting more than their 
fair share of the good things that were 
going about. They were to have a direct 
line clown the Range, a line to St. George, and a 
little ]oo]J-line which would save them eight 
miles bet\\·een their town and Toowoomba. And 
yet loop-lines and competing lines were the very 
things which the hon. gentleman most loudly 
condemned. He must confess he failed to follow 
the hon. gentleman's reasoning. He could only 
say again that he had great reason to complain 
of the neglect shown to his constituency. It was 
cert.dnly an advantage to have the coast line 
carried so much nearer to Port Curtis, but it was 
an advantage of which they would not reap the 
benefit for many years. In that sense they 
derived no ad vantage from the proposal as it 
stood There were other det::tils to which he 
intended to refer, but he would refrain from doing 
so until they were brought forward in the usual 
course. He wished to know whether the Govern
ment had formed any idea, even approximately, as 
to proportion of the vote asked for which would 
be required to bring out indented immigrants? 
He ]Jresumed the Government had not forgotten 
that they were encouraging, or professing to 
encourage, planters and others to bring out 
indented immigrants to work on the plantations; 
and as the Con1mittee were now asked to vote a 
large sum of money for immigTation, it would be 
useful to know about what amount would be 
required for that purpose. It would also be 
useful as a guide to the number of ordinary 
immigrants who could be brought out under n;e 
vote. 

The PREMIER said the Government were not 
able to give much information as to the probable 
number of indented immigrants. Up to the 
present time they had received no satisfactory 
information on the subject from any intending 
employers in the colony. He had had a further 
communication from the Niackay planters since 
he had informed them of the views of the Gov
ernment, but it was of a very unsatisfactory 
character, and he had been obliged to let the 
matter drop for a while. \Vith respect to the 
planters in the Bunclaberg district and the 
Maryborough district, he had had no satisfac
tory information from them. So far as he 
cmild make out, they were not prepared to 
take any steps in the matter. They wanted 
the Government to make all arrangements 
for them-to find and engage the labour, to 
make the contracts, and to ship the labourers 
and deliver them at their doors. The Govern
ment were not preparerl to do that ; they clid 
not feel justified in taking steps of that sort. 
Under those circumstances it was in1possible to 
say how much of the vote would be required for 
that purpose. He presumed the planters would 
make some definite proposals, and he was mnch 
surprised that up to the present time they had 
not done so. 

The Hox. Sm T. M elL WRAITH said his 
recollection of what took place between the 

Mackay planters and the Colonial Secretary was 
this: They made a definite proposition-in fact 
the proposition was criticised by the whole 
House as being very explicit and very clear, 
and it was agreed to ; bnt the lo\v wages were 
dissented from. That, he understood to be the 
view taken by several hon. members on both 
sides; Lut the only answer given to the planters 
W>tS that the Government conic! not agree to 
the terms proposed. Well, having proposed 
those clear and definite terms, it was the duty 
of the Gol'ernment to say what part of the 
proposition they dissented from. He should like 
to know now, from what points they dissented, 
because unle'" the emplovers and the Govern
n1ent n1et and arranged 'nmttm·s, it was quite 
impossible that they could expect that a fair 
trial could be given to the system. 'l'hat was as 
evident as possible-that no man would go to the 
expense of indenting labourers unless he knew on 
what terms the Government would approve of 
the arrangements made. The only eommunica
tion he had heard of from the planters were 
from Bundaberg and Mackay. The Mackay 
planters stated their proposals very clearly, 
and he should like to know what correspondence 
had passed between the Bundaberg planters and 
the Colonial Secretary. He was asked by some 
planters to forward their intereHts by communi
cating with the Colonial Secret,.ry, but it was 
not his business to do anything of the kind. The 
matter lay entirely with the Colonial Secretary, 
but he should like to know what part of the 
proposals the hon. member objected to; because 
he was quite sure from the communications of 
the Bunclaberg planters to him that there was 
not the slightest desire on their part to do any
thing but try and gil·e a fair trial to the Act. 
They were willing to do that, but their terms of 
payment were as low as the Niackay planters. 
\Vhat p:trt of the conditions asked for did 
the Colonial Secretary disagree with, or did 
he see any feasible plan that he could suggest 
for employers to come to terms with the Govem
mcnt? 

The PRK\IIER said, with respect to the 
Mackay planters, the proposition that they made 
was discussed in the House. He informed them 
th>ct the Government could not asoist in intro
ducing labourers on the terms named, because they 
were such as to inevitably cause cli.ssatisfaction 
and failure of the scheme. He did not conceive 
that it was the duty of the Government to frame 
an agreement for· tl1e planters and. tell them 
that on those terms, and no others, they would 
introduce labour. He did not conceive it to 
be the duty of the Govemment to regulate 
the labour market in that way, nor did they 
propose to assume any such functions. He 
had replied to the planters and pointed out that 
the proposal made was likely to be unsuccessful, 
and he receil·ed a reply which, in effect, bid the 
Government clefiance. The only reply he made 
was, that he regretted to receive such a commu
nication, but that it appeared to be useless to 
offer any suggestions until they had further con
sidered the matter. If a body of men ap
prmtched the Government in the manner the 
Mackay planters did he simply said, "~ntil 
you are prepared to approach the mr.tter m ~~ 
more rea,;onahle manner I have nothing further 
to say." That w~cs how the matter stood at 
present. He had been very anxious all throug·h 
to assist the planters in any way in his 
·power, but the negotiations must be cnu
ductecl in a proper manner. 'l'here nnmt not Le 
insults on one side and every possible concession 
ou the other. 'l'hat was not his way of doing 
business. \Vith respect to the Bnnda herg 
planters he could only speak from recollection. 
They first said they would require a certain nu m her 
of persDns, and that they were tnaking inquirie" 
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as to the persons who would desire to indent, in 
order that they might nmke arrangements for 
the appointment of an ctgent to engage the 
labourers. The last communication he recei yed 
he had SC<>rcely read, not having had 
more than an hour within the bst ten 
clays to do departmental work. The letter was 
lying on his table, and he would attend to it as 
soon as he could. He remembererl pretty well 
wlmt was in it. It was to the effect that they 
had only received, in reply to their circular, 
an answer from one person who wanted ten 
labourers. He had not yet answered that cnrn
munication, and dicl not know what the nature 
of his answer would be ; but he would reply to 
it as soon as he was let alone for an hour or two. 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. lVIciL ~WRAITH said he 
would leave the hon. member alone for an honr or 
two, but it would be well for the hon. member not 
to interfere with other members by incessantly 
talking when they were. That woulcl be a style 
of letting aloue which would be appreci:tted by 
,;ome members. He would like to have some 
more information upon the subject. 'fhe hon. 
member told them that the last letter from the 
phtnter:,; of :\lackav was in:,;olent, and bid him 
defiance. How the correRpondence re>ecbed that 
point he did not know. The correspondence he 
had seen in the newspapers did not lead to that. 
The planters published a pamphlet that was 
thoroughly commended in the House. It was 
supposed to be clearly written, and all the terms 
were reasonable, except the wages that the 
indented Germans were to receive. In 
reply to that pamphlet the Colonial Secre
tary simply said he could not consent 
to the indenting of those men on the conditions 
proposed. That was simply a way of shelving 
the question. Had he desired to assist the 
planters in coming to a decision, he would have 
pointed out the conditions with which he agreed 
or disagreed. If the wages were too low he 
ought to have said so. If the accommodation 
wa" not sufficient he should have saicl so. They 
possibly would have been prepared to meet 
him on those points; but whether or not, 
the hon. gentleman should have said where he 
differed from the planters. Those were facts 
that he declined to disclose, and now it seemed 
that they had got to insults over the question. 
That was a conclusion which the hon. gentleman 
brought about himself, as by hb action he 
harl reduced the Mackay and other planters to a 
depressed state. He proposed to remedy tbat 
hy putting the country to the expense of 
indenting cheap European labour for them, but 
he saw very well that the colony would uot 
stand that. The peuple had expressed their 
opinion in that way clearly and decidedly, and 
the hon. gentleman saw now what the Opposition 
predicted would take place. He found that 
the colony wonhl not ag;ree to the introduction 
of cheap European labour, and he was putting 
every obstruction in the way of men who honestly 
intended to carry out the Act. They had gone 
as far as they possibly could to induce the 
hon. gentleman to show how they could possibly 
carry out t~e Act in an equita.ble way, yet 
he had declmecl to do so. Why was that? 
The reason was as plain as possible. The hon. 
gentleman did not want tbe Act brought into 
operation. He saw that if it were brought into 
operation it would bring an odium on the Gov
ernment that they thoroughly deserved, because 
they had arranged to bring; a cheap kind of 
labour into the colony to compete with the very 
people whm<emoney was spent in bringing them. 
~ ow the hnn. gentlenwn hhnself was putting 
every obstruction possible in the way of the 
planters. 

The l'H.E~JU;I{ s:oirl Lhc hon. gentletJ"tn had 
~a.id t)le same tl1ing twentr or t)lirty tinJ,es durjng 

he present session, and he was not going to 
answer him any more. The hon. gentleman might 
have the last word, like an old woman. Wbat he 
htul always said, and still said, was that he was 
prepared to meet the planters in the fairest 
possible way, but he was not prepm·ed to 
constitute the Government a labour agent to 
bring the la,bour to the doors of the planters. 
U uti! tbe planters showed some rlesire to help 
themselves, the Government could do nothing. 
The Government in no way receded from the 
position they originally took up. 

The Hox. SIR T. M elL ~WRAITH said 
that, whenever the hon. gentleman was 
cornered in an argun1ent, he always got 
angry. The hon. gentleman said he had re
lW:ated the same argument a dozen times. 
Possibly he had done so, and he thought it 
had had the effect of making the hon. gentle
man understand that the Act he had passed 
would not have the operation he expected. The 
hon. gentleman himself had been the obstruc· 
tionist. He passed tbe Act in spite of warnings 
that he should not expen<l the money of the 
working clasAes in bringing out cheap J~uropean 
labour to compete with them. He insisted on 
passing it as a remedy for the South Sea 
immigrtttion, which he professed to deplore, 
and he predicted great things of it ; and 
vet he was now found to be the chief ob
structionist. The hon. gentleman was so done 
up with his business that he could not 
answer the Bundaberg planters ; he could not 
find time to be even ci vi! to the planters at 
Mackay. They had written sensible letters 
which demanded replies, and the correspondence 
so far bad not reflected much credit on the 
Colonial Secretary, because it showed that he 
intended to make his own Act a failure. 

The PREMIER said he could only say the 
intention of the Government was not to make 
the Act a failure, but to make it a success. 
That depended, however, not on the (+overn
rnent, but on the persons who desired the 
labour. The Government were willing to show 
them where they could get labour, and assist 
them in getting it, but they were not prepared 
to constitute themselves labour agents to bring 
the labour to their doors. As to the Govern
ment being obstructionists, the hon. gentleman, 
as he had said before, used terms in a very 
singular manner. If he found a man doing all 
he could to assist another, that was what the 
hon. member called obstruction and annoyance; 
and if he saw a man trying to annoy another, he 
called it assistance. He was quite prepared to 
be called an obstructionist in the peculiar sense 
in which the hon. gentleman used the term. 

l\Jr. BLACK said he would like the hon. 
member to give a sing·le instance of the planters 
having asked him to engage labour and bring it 
to their doors. The pamphlet that had been 
referred to distinctly pointed out how the 
planters themselves would engage tbe labour, 
and it was sent to the Colonial Secretary for him 
to make any suggestion he considered necessary 
in connection with any point tbe Government 
might not entirely approve of. The pamphlet 
was returned with a most insulting reply. The 
JYiackay planters were most anxious to do all 
they could to give the Act a fair trial. As a 
further proof that the Act did not meet the 
difficulty, they had the fact that it had 
not been taken up either at 1\laryborough 
or Bunclaberg except to a very limited extent. 
He knew pretty well what correspondence 
hnd taken place between the :i\Iackay planters 
anrl the (+overnment, and he could state that 
the obstruction had been on the part of the 
(+overnment, who uot only refused to indent 
the labour a5 BUf~eilte<~ b~· the vamph!et, bu~ 
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refused to make any suggestion at all. If the 
labour was to be brought out, it could only be 
made a success by a good understanding between 
the Government and the planters. The hon. 
Colonial Secretary expressed a desire that wiser 
counsels would prevail with the planters hut what 
wiser counsels could prevail? They h~d framed 
their Estimates on what they thought they could 
afford, and it devolved o'n the Government, 
seeing they disapproyed of those propositions, to 
n1ake suggestions a;:; to \Vha,t 1JointR were to be 
modified. It was perfectly true, ltR the hon. 
member for "[ulgr:we had said, that the novern
ment were doing their best to preYent the Act 
being brought into nperatiun for the benefit nf 
the sugar industr~- of the colony. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman fre
quently made the mistake of supposing that 
Mackay was the colony. He had not told the 
hon. gentleman that the Mackav planters had 
made the proposition he referred to, but some 
other planters. The hon. gentleman not only 
seemed to think that Mackay Wlts the whole 
colony, but that the Mackay planters were the 
only planters in the colony. He could assure the 
hon. member and the Committee that the Govern
ment were prepared to give every assistance to the 
planter,; that they could reasonably ann honestly 
give in the interests of the country. If the 
planters insisted on having either what they 
could not have, or nothing, they must accept the 
latter alternati I' e. 

1\Ir. S'l'EVE::'-rSOX said he did not under,;tand 
what position they were in now-whuther it was 
any use discu"'ing the Loan Estimates at all. 
The hon. Colonial Treasurer told them some time 
ago that the passing of the Loan Estimates 
depended on the passing of the Land Bill, but 
now it seemed they were to he passed whether 
the Land Bill passed or not. He was glad 
of that, but he wonld like the hon. member 
to explain the lJ<"ition, and show them how 
the interest on the loan was to be paid by 
increased rents if the Land Bill did not pass. 
The hon. gentleman had compared the hou
memher for Townsville to an old lady who used 
to prophesy, but whose prophecies never came 
true. The hon member for 'l'ownsville was 
drawing rather a gloomy picture, and the hon. 
gentleman was trying to draw a bright one, and 
was looking for better things. \\'hen the hon. 
gentleman was in office he was in a chronic 
state of having to look either to the past 
or to the future for prosperity, as he never 
managed to carry it along with him. He 
generally tried to stem the tide, or rather some 
of his colleagues did, and put him in the not 
very desirable po.;ition of having· to find the 
money to do it with. He (.Mr. Stevenson) quite 
agreed with the Colonial Treasurer that the 
colony was not in a very prosperous state at the 
present time, and he hoped, with the Treasurer, 
that it would be before' long. But he \vould ren1ind 
him that when he came into office he found 
it in a very prosperous state both af< regarded the 
pastoral tmd the sugar industry. In fact it was 
too prosperous. The hon. gentleman and his 
colleagues seemed to think that the people were 
prospering too much, and they could not let well 
alone. The hon. Premier wished to he let 
alone now, but he could not let well alone 
before. He thought the sugar planters were 
1naldng too 1nuch nwne~r, and he first put 
a check on the pros]•erity of that industry. 
And when the pastoral industry was prospering 
he thought it necessary to do something to check 
that prosperity also. He thought the squatters were 
making to0 much nJ<nwy. l'crhn]JS for the very 
first time in the hi:;tory of Queensland the pioneer 
•quatters had had the ehance of seeing their way 
to recei'l·e ~ome rc.ult frc·m thdr la.bc·ure. That 

was simply due to the flow of capital from 
the southern colonies; and because squatters 
were able to sell their stations at a fair price and 
were making a little money, a Bill was imme
diately brought in by the present Government to 
check that flow of capital, and so check the 
prosperity of Queensland. It was avowed by 
the Minister for Lands that the Bill had been 
brought in to check the flow of capital 
from l\Ielbourne, and do away with :Melbourne 
syndicates which brought in th" capital to the 
colony. He (Mr. Stevenson) would remind the 
Treasurer that he was not likely to see the colon:v 
prosper generally, unless he was satisfied to see 
every clas:-> prosper ; aud if he sav\r one class too 
]'rospenms ltnd thought it necessttry to check it, 
he would find that the colony would never be 
generally prosperous. The drought had been 
bad enough, but the hon. gentleman and his 
colleagues bad done as much tts the drought to 
check the prosperity of the pastoral tenants and 
to check the flow of ca1'ital to the colony, and it 
would be a very longtime before such a flow would 
be seen con1ing again fnnn the southern colonies, 
as when once people lost confidence in a phtce it 
was not very easy to regain that confidence. There 
was no douht that there had been a willingness 
on the part of people to bring capital into the 
colony, and such a flow had never before been 
experienced; but immediately the present Gov
ernment came into power they seemed to think 
that it was a pro1Jer thing to check it. They 
were told that the intere't on the ten-million loan 
was to be raised by the increase of rent from the 
pastoral tmmnts. Now he would like to know 
how that increa.se was to he got'? At the present 
time many of the squatters were in a state of 
ruin ; some were particularly so. Some of those 
who had managed to get over present difficulties 
were so situated that it would take ten years 
to put them in the position they were ill 
when the present Government came into 
power, and when the drought commenced
even without any rise in rent. Of that he was 
perfectly satisfie'd, and hon. gentlemen who knew 
anything about s•1untting, knew that that wDs 
the case. If the hon. gentleman would go back 
twent:v or thirty years, and take one year with 
another, and the whole experience of the colony, 
he would find that far more squatters had come 
to grief-aye, ten times more-than had made 
money. And those who had made money had 
done :;o pretty much by a fiuke, and by being 
able to sell out ttt "' time when the colony 
waH in a particularly prosperous state. He 
wished to point out what he considered the utter 
hopelessness of thinking of paying interest on the 
ten-million loan from the increased rental of 
pastoral lands. If the hon. gentleman thought 
he was going to succeed in that, he would find 
out it was an utter failure. The hon. gentle
man had told them that had the leader of 
the Opposition had his forces well mustered 
and 1noved a vote of want of confidence, 
he would have found them-his supporters-well 
satisfied with the Loan Estimate:;. He (Mr. 
Stevenson) doubted that. He was not one of 
those happy individuals who had got anything
at all put down for his constituency. He found 
there was £35,000 to complete a railway, but 
he believed that money was all spent ; and no 
new money had been put down for his district 
andnonewworlmof any description whatever. He 
considered that a gTeat many of those lines on 
the Loan :Estimate" were almost unnecessary, 
and that there were other portions of the colon_v 
entirely neglected, where railway lines would 
have been of some service. For instance, the 
agricultural lands along the coast from Rock
hampton to Mackay might very well have been 
utilised if a, railway went through them. And if 
it had uct been for the collar."e almc·~t of th6 
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sugarincluotrv, he would have taken a ~nod deal of 
trouble in agit<>ting for su"h a line. He had been 
really thinking once of going to the Minister for ' 
'Vorks and asking him t<1 have a portion of the 
money put down for a line from Rockhampton 
to l'!Iackay, via St. Lawrence. His argument 
would have been based on the fact that those lands 
'vere fit for growing sugar, but the hon. g-ent] ern an 
would have turned around and sa,id the Govern
ment had determined tha.t the ,;ugar industry 
should l:>e burst up. He was satisfied tha,t had 
the sugar industry been ~1.llovoccl tt) go ahead a~ 
it had been going, the whole of the lanr! between 
Rockhampton an<l :\bckay woul,] h,n-e been 
nnder sugar in twn yea.rt-i, nr a great portion ()f it. 
A great porti<>n uf that land was well snited for 
sugar-gruwing-, and if that indnstry had ;.;nne 
,,,head, he W<ts satisfied that the line f1·om 
Rockhampton to :\[a~kay, tlmmgh the rich 
agricultural hmds, woulc\ have paid ,·ery well. 
He did not intend to discuss all the lines just 
then, but wi:;hed jutit to rnnke a few g(~neral 
remarks, '" he could discuss the different 
rail ways as thev came on. Some of them were 
quite superflu<iw;, and others that he hacl a 
great objection to were those which were 
put down for the 1mrpose of being dangled 
before hon. members for the next five yetcrs
those with the undefined routes. He strongly 
objected to them, and he thout;ht that no money 
should be voted for lines unless tlwoe lines were 
distinctly specified. If hon. members on the 
Opposition side fail,;! to fix the Go1'ernment to 
that, he trusted that hon. g-entlemen on the 
Government side would see the desirableness of 
forcing them to state where the lines were to go. 

Mr. ISA:\Il3BRT snid it was amusing to listen 
to the outcry when anything connected with the 
sugttr industry was mentioned, notably cheap 
labour. Up to a certain point in the hi story of 
the sugar indn,try, the cry was not cheap [:<bour 
but reliable labour, and when the G<)Vernment 
had sought to provide reliable labour, the Cl'? 

was cheap labour. The Labour question, and 
any~hing c_onnected with the sugar industry, 
remmded hnn of a porcupine. \Vhen a pnrcupine 
was disturbed it cnrleu c1p, and wherever it was 
touched it was full of pricklPs, mu! so was the 
sugar qnestion. It had been disturbed; and 
no matter how it was approached, it would 
sting the finger~ nf the uwst dexterous 1nan. 
\Vhat they wanted rea\ly had been di,dosed 
in the cases lately triw.! hefore the Supreme 
Court. Their object reminded him of the 
..._.\.n1erican sugctr~pianter who wa.s prttying for 
nigger;.; without souls. Even the pla1iters and 
cotton-growers who could buy the niggers for so 
much money were not satisfied, and they wanted 
nigger.~ without souls, and that was what the 
s~gar-planters here required. They said they 
drd not want cheap labour, but reliable 
labour; rtnd when the Government made it 
possible to have reliable labour, they 
wanted cheap labour. Rven their own party 
passed an Act providing reliable labonr, but 
they would not take advantag-e of it; and when 
the Premier brought in a slight amendment to 
that Act, so as to enable labourers to bring theil· 
families, the whole blame was attached to the 
present Government. So much for the labom' 
question. 'Vith regard to the Loan Estimates, 
he was not quite satisfied with them, because 
there was no vote for a branch line throu~h 
Rosewood; still he was bcmnc! to supplll't them. 
Listening to the arguments of the leader of the 
Opposition, who was also Premier of the r pper 
House, if they did not know his antecedents, 
it would be realiy difficult to understand what 
he was rlriYing at. }'irst he asked where would 
they get the interest fr,,m? 'fhe Government 
based the Loan Estituatos noon the passing of the 
Land Bill; a.nd in other wordo t-he hon. ger1tlema.n 

saic\ that he had taken good care that the Land 
Bill should not pass ; he had taken the necessary 
step as leader of the 1J pper House. Then he 
and his supporters found fault with the Loan 
Esthnate!-<, and said the arnount was too rnnch. 
£10,000,000 in one fell swoop ! But they found 
by the 'freasurer's statement that within the 
last four years the amount of loans con
tracte<\ almost approached in mr~gnitude the 
present one. If they studied the hon. gentle
nmn's antecerlents they would also find that he 
ha,d lJeeu .... tri ving for tlw best part of his 
Queensland col< mial!ife to introduce those tran;;, 
L:ontinnntal raihvay syudiea.tcH, nnd, through 
tlw patriutic action nf the pre.o;ent Premier, 
thnso schPmes had been frustratec!. He remem
bered when he pleaded that his scheme "as 
frustrated, he said in effeet, "r have dtme e\'ery· 
thing I conld for the eontmctors ; I can t!o nn 
1nnrc." That \Vnnld lJc fresh and green in his 
(:\Ir. Isambert's) memory so long as he lived. The 
hon. leadet of the Opposition and Premier of the 
t•pper Hou,;e thought he had made due prodsion 
for blocking the Land Bill, and consequently the 
Lon,n E~tinut.te:;;; ~tnd he stignmti.'3ed the proposal 
to borrow £10,000,000 as gigantic and revolu
tionary. It had been proved by the Colonial 
Treasuret· that their Jmst contract:.; were almost 
similar in nmgnitnde; and if in the past they 
ha,d been borrowing to such a, large extent, ho\V 
much more were they justified, a! ways supposing 
that borrowing were correct, in making reasonable 
loan proposals and re:tsonable works proposal"? 
Xnt proposing- small matters here and there, for 
they had made discc)l·eries of tjilinerals, etc., in the 
K orth; and their obligations and resources had so 
much extended that, if a loan four or five years 
ago of £3,000,000, of which the leader of the 
Opposition boasted so much, were justifiable, a 
loan of £10,000,000 was equally justifiable now. 
They were also equally able, in fact more able 
to pay the interest on the loan. It was not to 
be supposed for one moment that, when a mau 
put an object before him which he consir\ered wa." 
worth while striving for, whether rightly or 
wrongly did not much nmtter, he would be easily 
thwarted or would readily give up his project. 
It was therefore reasonable to suppose from the 
present obstruction from the other side of the 
Committee th,vt the constrnction of rail ways on 
the land-grant principle was still a cherished 
hope of the leader of the Opposition. The 
railways propoi<ed by the hem, gentleman to be 
built on that principle were the 'Varrego rnil
way null the transcontinental railway. The 
total length of the two lines was about l,GOO 
miles, and they involved the alienation of from 
12,000,000 to 15,000,000 acres of l'tnd. The 
Loan Estimates before the Committee covered 
about 1,1300 miles of railway, so that the loan 
proposals of the Government in respect to 
rail ways r!id not exceed the rail way proposals 
uf the leader of the Opposition. The difference 
between the two proposals was that the present 
Uovernment would build the railways- them
selves, and at the same time pay due regard to 
the people in the interior by extending the 
tmnk lines; while the late administration would 
have handed the wc•:k over to a company and Ki ven 
them grants of land. The present Government 
did not neglect the districts where population was 
settled. 'fhe extension of the trunk lines into the 
interior would not be justifiable at the present 
time if it were not necessary to secure the colony 
against the possibility of being betrayed into the 
hands of gra-<ping speculators. \Vhen once the 
line to Cloncnrry was built, however, such a 
fearful proposal as that entertained by the late 
fiovernment wouhl be impoosible, anu that was 
wlmt the present lettcler of the Opposition and 
Premier of the l" pper Hou,;e wns afmid of, awl 
why he '~'i>h~d i•J fru&t.rate the :'>finbtry in their 
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railway proposaiH. He (:Hr. Isambert) believed 
they could borrow sufficient money to construct 
their railways, and that they would be able to meet 
the intereot on the !mm by an increu,se in their 
htnd revenue. If a svnrlicate or a small handful of 
]Jeople, holding what were called founrbtion 
shares, which entitled them to one-fourth of the 
profits of the company in which they were 
shareholders, could borrow money for the con
struction of 1,600 miles of railway on the security 
of land obtained from the Government, how 
much better could the Gove1·nrnent borrow the 
required amount on the security of the whole 
of the lands of the colony·? In advocating 
borrowing for the purpose of carryin<5 out their 
railway scheme•, he did not sn,v that he approved 
of borrowing money. He only approved of it 
comparatively, becatme he believed that the 
building of railways on the lanrl-grant prin
ciple would be far more injurious to the 
country. He mu~t say at once that he did 
not approve of borrowing. \Vhere would 
it lead to? That was the r1uestion he had hem·d 
so often. It w'"" like trusting- to Providence to 
relieve them nf a difficulty which was sure to 
arise if they went on ati they were doing. In 
:mying that he wa.s 11ut speaking of the Lm"tn 
J~stimates before the Committee, but he \\'as 
speaking against the borro\ving 1nanin. in the 
whole of Australia. 'l'he borrowing system of 
the whole of the colonies was bad. In proposing 
the nefariouH scheme of building rail ways on the 
land-grant principle in this colony the late 
Premier was not guarding the honour of the 
people or the hmrenr of the country. He tried 
his very best to spoil the credit of the 
colony by proclailning over and over again that 
their borrowing powers were e>.hausted. 'Vhile 
he wanted to use those exhausted borrowing 
powers for carrying ont rail ways in the populous 
districts, he advocated that in the interior where 
there were not so 1nany engineering difficulties 
the lines should be built by syndicat~s or com
panies who wished to batten on the country. 
That the Land Bill would afford an increased 
revenue and provide the interest on loans was 
perfectly correct, and he (:VIr. Isambert) approved 
of the measure, but he won! cl like to see the 
'Treasurer take the next step and increase the 
revenue much more by revising the tariff. They 
could then construct their railways out of their 
own money, and if they had to borrow, then he wa~ 
sme they would be so well off and ha Ye such a flush 
of money that they wnnld be able to borrow all 
they required in the colony without going home. 
The late Premier also told them, when he tried 
to frighten the colony into accepting his land
grant policy, that the colony was resting on 
'll volcano. It was still resting on a volcano, and 
that volcano was the borrowing madnes~. It 
was strange that in a country where land specu
ators became Ho rich, they should have to borrow 

every shilling for public works; it did not 
denote statesmanship in any of the colonies. He 
had spoken rather severely on the borrowing 
policy, and he should con<lemn it still more. 
In doing so, he should employ the words used 
by the Colonial Treasurer. \Vhen addressing 
his constituents, he told them that the country 
had borrower! £18,000,000, but that nearly 
£2,000,000 had been used for the redemption of 
debentures, so that the present debt was sixteen 
and a-half millions. Of that sixteen and a-half 
millions, the hon. gentleman said that only 
£1,HOO,OOO in actual cash had come to the colony ; 
the rest, the Treasurer told them in that House, 
had been spent at home for goods ,;ent out to the 
>Colony. Now, he (::\lr. ls,;mbert) had ,;]ways 
been under the impreosion that they could not 
have their cake and en,t it too; and if thev 
1)()rrowed nwney a.nd spent it at hmne, how vat~ 
it ~)<J>Joible to svend it in the colony? 

The Ho]'; Sm T. ::\fciL,VRAITH: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. ISAJ\IBERT: He believed that was a 
question which even the ]en,der of the Opposition 
had not well studied ; at all event.s, if he had, he 
had never expressed it. They had, as he had 
said, only received about £2,000,000 in actual 
cash ; that was, that about one-eighth of the 
money borrowed t~ctually came to the colony. 

The HoN. Sm T. IVIoiLWRAITH: No. 
Mr. ISAMBEHT : If they had borrowed 

sixteen and a-half millions, and only two millions 
came here, that was about one-eighth. 

The Ho:--~. Sm T. 1\IciL\VRAITH : How 
much goes the other way for interest? 

Mr. ISAMBERT : He would come to the 
interest by-and-by. He always noticed that the 
more money the colonies borrowed, the more did 
they find themseh·es under the necessity of 
borrowing. The Treasurer bad n1ade a very 
damaging and fearful statement, and he was Yery 
thankful to the hem. gentleman for the enlighten
ment he had given him about it. The hon. 
g-entleman had stated that out of the last 
£8,000,000 that were contracted, only about 
£100,000 had come out to the colony in ,;ctual 
cash. X ow, if on their total debt they had only 
g-ot one-eighth, and if out of that £8,000,000 they 
onlv got £100,000, how mnch of that £10,000,000 
were c they likely to get if they received it in 
the same decreasing ratio? 'l'hat matter of 
introducing foreign capital by means of borrowing 
was very strange- surpassing strange. The 
Treasurer told them that the money was "pent 
in the home country for goods, and when he said 
that to his constituents at Red Hill, a plain 
working man called out, "That is the money 
we want here." So he (l\Ir. Isambert) said. He 
believed that if thnt £10,000,000 was borrowed 
and expended in reproductive public works it 
would send the colony far ahead on the path of 
progress and prosperity ; but if they did not get 
the money into the colony how could it be spent 
on reproductive works? The Treasurer told them 
that the money did not come out, and yet public 
works were contracted for and the money spent. 
\Vhere did the money come from ? He would 
tell them. The loan was raised, and it was 
written to the credit of the colonv in the banker's 
ledger. Consignrnents of goods .. 'vere Hent on~. 
A bill was hypothecatecl to the banker, and rt 
was written to the debit of the colony. The 
importer who received the goods got a bill out ; he 
accepted it, and in due time he had to meet it. 
But it did not go into his pocket. He sold the 
goods to the small storekeepers, and got bills 
from them to cover them. The storekeepers sold 
the goods to the public, and were like suction 
pumps-better pumps than ever any engineer 
discovered. They pumped the people out of 
the money, aml sent it to the importer, and the 
importer sent it home, or rather paid through his 
bank into the Treasury. In that way the money 
that they imagined was borrowed was actually 
stolen from the people and paid into the Treasury. 
The Government-not the present Government, 
but all the Governments of the Australian 
colonies- were too great cowards to face 
the people with proposals for public works, 
and tell them they must tax themselves ; 
because if they clirl not tax themsehes they must 
rob themselves. The Government was not game 
enough to tax the people, but they made the 
importers pickpockets to pickpocket all the 
people around. That was what the Governments 
of the Australian colonies were doing-they were 
converting the commercial men into pickpockets 
to pickpocket the people. \V hat was in vol vecl 
in that borrowing? They were no\\· p:1yiug over 
£700,00) a ~·ear in interc;t, and when the 
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ten-million loan w,ts contracted they would be 
paying over £1,100,000. \Vhat was the good of 
borrowing money to spend on public works when 
they had to pay that interest? Adnally they were 
borro\ving 1noney to pay interest at horne, and 
they never got a farthing out of it. He had no 
wish to take charge of the Treasury, but if 
the Government would give him t.he key of the 
Custom House for one twelve monthtJ he would 
make the 'rreasurer',; heart burst fur joy. Out 
of all the loam; they had contracted the colony 
lmd l'"t barely £2,000,000, am] they had paid 
£7,000,000 in interest for it up to last De,ember. 
\V as there not a problem in tlmt borrowing 
which it was their duty to fathom? Anrl when 
they had found out where the evil lay, was it not 
their duty hone,;tly and boldly to face it t He 
thought he had proved sufficiently from facts 
that the more they went into borrowing the less 
actual money they got. The more they burrowed 
the more money was required, and if they hMl to 
leave over a 1nillion in England of the nwnAy 
they borrowed, how could it be spent in the 
colony? He did not believe in miracles. 
The clays of miracles were passed. Every
thing that happened was based on natural 
laws, and what they could not understand 
they called a phenomenon-a word to cover their 
ignorance. Borrowing 1noney in Euro1Je was 
nothing but "thimble-rigging." Australia, with 
its immense treasures of gold and other minerals, 
ought to be the money market for the European 
countries to borrow from; then they would pay 
into their own pockets instead of into the pockets 
of people outside the colony-he did not care 
where, whether in England or in Germany. The 
British money-lenders knew very well that they 
di<l not send money out to the colony. If they 
sent actual money he ventured to say that their 
loans would not realise 50 per cent. If Queens
land raised £5,000,000 in one year, it did not 
press the money market so much as if Victoria, 
which was a far richer cPuntry, raised only 
£2,000,000. \Vhy was that ? Because Victoria, 
taught in the hard school of adversity, had adopted 
protective principles, had encouraged arts and 
manufactures, and manufactnrecl a great part of 
her own goods which queensland had to import. 
People at home knew that they could not send 
out to Victoria :Manchester rubbish; they must 
send out actual gold. \Vhen some time ago 
England had actually to send ont more gold to 
Australia, what a hullabaloo was raised about it! 
One would have thought that England was going 
stmight to destruction. K othing excited the 
~on1mercial world so n1uch as se11ding gold to 
Victoria. 'l'hat proved that Queemland did not 
get money for its loans; it only got obligations 
ttnd Manchester rubbish. If the ships which 
carried those goods were sunk to the bottom of 
the sea the colony wonld profit by it. Instead 
of the money they borrowed being spent in the 
colony it was ~pent in l~ngland. Where was the 
man who would show enough statesmanship to 
borrow money in Australia, with its immense 
resources of gold and other valuable minerals? 
That he was not wrong was proved by the 
experience of the other colonies. New Zealand 
had contracted a public debt of £30,000,000, and 
paid away annually over£1,000,000 of money. If 
borrowing money would cause prosperity, then 
surely New Zealand would be prosperoi1s, but 
she wa.s on the verge of bankruptcy. It was all 
the same whether the debt was contracted by 
the Government or by private parties; it was a 
debt owing by the country. The debt of Kew 
Zealand, as he said, was £30,000,000, and to that 
had to be added £5,000,000 of money lent to 
public bodies, besides which ttbout £40,000,000 
was owed privately. Just im;cgine a debt of 
£75,000,000 ! \Vhere was that to come from, 
ancl how could a colony prosper with such a miil-
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stone round its neck? It was impossible. As a 
proof that goods were forced on the colony, he 
had heardlt statement made by several importers, 
that it would be a good thing if all our ports 
and harbours were blockaded by an enemy, and 
then the surplus stock could be got rid of. The 
whole of the Australian colonies andN ew Zealand, 
taken together, owed about £250,000,000, and was 
that not a frightful burden and a tremendous 
sum on which to pay annual interest? 'l'he 
negotiation of loans did not introduce capital 
into the colony, but g'we a license to merchants 
to extract the last penny from the people, 
ancl thus actually a worse oppression than was 
practised in Turkey and Egypt was brought 
about here. Now, was it not the height of 
absnrdity to speak seriou"ly of borrowing money 
so long as they read in the public manifestoes 
about so nmny hundred thousand sovereigns being 
exported to England, and that about eight months 
ago nnly a n1illiou 's worth of ~overeigns were 
imparted into Victoria? \V as it not cowardly 
to refuse to face the subject of taxation, but 
to rely on borrowing? They had a very striking 
example in America, where alternately they 
adopted the principles of protection and freetrade. 
When they adopted protection prosperity reigned 
in the country and money was plentiful, but 
whenever they adopted freetrade money became 
scarce, their own industries were closed and 
they had to borrow money ; but when they 
returned to protection prosperity was again in 
the country, their industries progreklsecl, and not 
only could they snpply the money for their own 
public works, but they paid off the national 
debt. The late Premier tried to persuade 
them that their borrowing power had become 
exhausted, and when that gentleman went home 
last year he (Mr. Isambert) sincerely hoped in his 
heart that he would be able by certain schemes 
to succeed in ruining the credit of the country. 
If he did that he would have earned more orders 
and honours than his broad and capacious chest 
would have room to bear. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman's last effort in engineering had ruined 
the Land Bill, so as to make the borrowing of 
money under it unsuccessful. He wished him 
every succeos in that way. Thus, by rnining the 
credit of the colony in the eyes of the British 
public and the British money-lender, which would 
open our eyes to see how rich we are, then he 
would have done the greatest service he could 
render to the Australian colonies. He had a 
great deal more to say, bnt as he had occupied 
the attention of the Committee for some time he 
wonld now conclude. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said, after the 
lengthy financial 5tatement they had heard, 
which at least had the virtue of novelty about it, 
the Treasurer ought to withdraw the Loan Esti
mates. He hoped the hon. gentleman understood 
the h<m. member for Rosewoocl, and that he 
wonld digest thoroughly what the hon. member 
said, and find out some means of borrowing 
money without paying interest. 

Mr. ISAMBERT: We are rich enongh. 
The HoN. J. M. :VIAClWSSAN said if the 

Treasurer could not do that he should give his 
place up to the hon. member for Rosewood. 
Before the Estimates were withdrawn, however, 
he had a little to say about the immigration vote, 
and he wanted to take the Minister for Works 
to task for a little ignorance he displayed in 
playing the Pharisee as much as he had clone. 
He told the Committee-" I am not like the 
members of the Opposition; I do not make 
rail ways for my friends. I make rail wnyo all 
round the colony, but you Opposition sinners 
-you are not half as good as I am." He 
really thought the hon. gentleman was a 
little bit ph!tritiaical, and did not deserve 
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f).Uite :-;o nn10h credit n.s he gave hhnself. 
He wanted to ask the Colonial Treasurer whether 
the :Estimates were to be put item by item or in 
lump stuns. J<'or instance, they had a lump sum 
of £3,140,000 under the heading of "Railways, 
~outhern and \V estern ; " was that to he put in 
the lump sum or item by item, as he understood 
from the :Yiinister for Works? He would also 
draw the hon. mem her's attention to the immi
gration vote. If the whole loan vote were spent in 
five years, th:1t would be £2,000,000 a year; and 
ns the average loan expenditure in the past had 
been a million and a-c1uarter, the hem. member 
would see how much greater the population 
nmst be to carry out the increased expencliture 
~hey ntn~t h:tve an incrert"iingly lm·ger pnpula~ 
twn, and he would ask the hon. member how it 
was he had only put do\Vll A;7;)0,000 for iunuigra,~ 
tion. ~\t ;1:20 a head, that would simply giYe 
:>7,300 immigrants, and that number spread over 
five years would be 7,ii00 a year- a very 
small number indeed. Besides that, of course, 
there \Vere a good 1nany bounty in11nigrantR, 
but sup]H>sing they reached 12,000 altogether, 
that number would be insufficient to meet the 
demand.s for labour which rrnmt take place on 
the spending of £2,000,000 a year in addition 
to the carrying on of the ordinary industries 
of the colony. Now, the last year the previous 
Government were in office they brought out 
26,000, and they were absorbed as fast as they 
came ; yet they were only spending a million 
and a-r1uarter, and every industry was more or 
less prosperous, some of them certainly more 
prosperous than now. He would ask the Colo
nial Treasurer how he wa.s going to meet the 
demand for labour by spending only £750,000 
in five years. The loan vote might be spent 
in three years-that would be over £3,000,000 a 
year. It was impossible to understand the 
matter. Immigration would have to be trebled, 
and that sum would not do it. Something 
had been said about the amended Immigra
tion Bill. X o answer had been given to 
the <Jnestion of the hon. member for 
Port Curtis whethe.r the amount aske<l for 
imn1igration waH to include the expenditure on 
in den tee! labourers. The Colonial Secretary 
mised a Hide-is,.;ue by attacking the planters 
instead of anRwering the qne:itinn, anll he \Wt:-5 
still in ignorance whether the expenditure on 
indented labourers was to come out of that vote 
or not. 

The PRK\II:EH: Yes, of cotm;e. 
The Ho:". ,T. M. MACRO~~AX: Then in that 

case the amount was much ton small ; and that 
made his argument still stronger-that it was 
not enough to provide labour ,;ufficient for the 
expenditure of £10,000,000 in fi 1·eyears. Besides, 
he would point out that when the hon. gentle
man broug-ht in the Act he prided himself upon 
it as a panacea for the labour market. He stated 
that he had a scheme in his hmtd to supply the 
market with labourers, but he had not done so 
yet. The labour market the hrm. gentleman 
meant to sup] •ly was, in fact, in a worse state than 
before. It seemed to him that the hon. gentleman 
had taken up a wrong position. If the planters 
did not understand the Act the hon. gentleman 
should explain it. \Vhen the late c;overnment 
passed the Divisional Boards Act they knew very 
\l'ell people would not understaml it, so they took 
the trouble to print an explanation of it. If the 
planter,; dicl not understand the Immigration 
"\et it was the hon. gentlenutn·s duty to 
point ont where the 1uisunderstanding arose. 
fhere conld be no arrangement ma<le where 
both parties dealt in generalities : they must 
cmne to particnla.rr::. to nnder~tnnd each other, 
and lw th11nght the pers()n 'dlfl ~]wuld ·c01ne 
t{' p:Lrt.icnla .. rf.: ,,·a~ the CnloTdctl Setretary. 
If Lhc hon. mcml.Jer did thal, he had no dottbt 

the planters would take ad vttntage of the "\et, 
and bring out labourers so as to give the system 
a fair trial. It was only an experiment, and one 
which he thought would not work ; but never
theless it should have a fair trial. They might be 
mistaken in thinking it would not work, ancJ the 
only way to prove they lvere wrong was by enconR 
raging the employers of labour to gi Ye it a fair trial. 
The way to do that was to come to particulal's 
and point out deficiencies ; and if they did not 
choose to amend those deticiencies the onus 
would rest with them. As to immigration, he 
thought the Colonial Treasurer shonl<l answer 
what he had stated regarding Pxpenditure for 
fiy·e years. "'" to what the ::\linistcr for 
\Vork~s had said, he (lion .• J. ;\f. Macrossan) 
hctrl sa,id in the beginning of his S) •eech 
that the hon. gentleman lm<l been playing 
the Phm·isee too strongly altogether, and lmd 
cbimed for himself the position of the fairy 
in scattering happiness and pleann·e all over the 
colony indiscriminately, and without distinction 
of friend or foe. \Veil, be (Hon. J. M. 
1Iacrossan) woulJ a.s soon have in office a rogne 
as a fool. People could watch rogues, but 
nobody-not all the eo m bined wisdom of· that 
House-could watch fools. And he said that 
the hon. gentlentan in 1naking the statement he 
did about impartiality, and more espedall~· the 
i:itate1nent he had n1ade concerning the Bow en line 
ami everything connected with it, showed that 
he was ignorant of what he took in hand to 
explain. In the first place, the hon. gentleman 
had stated that the line from Bowen was lfiO 
miles through a valueless country. It was only 
70 nliles long. 

The PRK'IfiER: No, no ! . 

The Hox. J. M. MACHOSSAN said, ih et 
it was only seventy milPB from the point of 
junction, and that ninety miles would take it to 
Townsville altogether. He meant taking the 
line to what wa,; usually calle:l Haughton Gap. 

The PHE:YII:ER: Sixty-fivemiles long! 
The Hox .• J. ::\I. ::\L\.CROSSAN s.tid, sixty

fil'e miles to Hanghton Gap, and ninety-Jiye 
mile,; would take it to TownsYille itself. The 
hun. gentlerna,u ha( l expatiated a.:;ain~t taJdn~ 
the ra.ilwav in tha.t tlireetion bec;tnr:e there wa:-; 
no gon<l land there. He admitted that there 
was not very 1nueh good land a,t the 
Haughton (;ap end of the line, lmt there 
'"a" passable land at the Boweu end. But 
if the hou. gentleman did not chuo,.;e to take the 
railway tu Haughton <i-n.p, why not ha,ve nmde 
it one uf the connectinf( links of the coast line 
of railways, which both :;ides nf the Hou'e agreed 
Hhonld be con:;trncted? \Vhy not ha1 e Imtde it 
frmn Bowen ·ti1? ...._\yr, wber8 there \VaH sotne of 
the be.,t laud in the colony ; or taken it from 
Bowen to Maclmy, whieh would ha1·e been <>llB 
of the links in the coa,;t line. But he actually 
took it in a direetion whc>re the people did uot 
want it, aud said it war-; l1eing taken to one 11f 
the be,;t cnaltields in Queen,land. He would 
read to the bun. geutlmna.n a few worcl;:; frmn -:\[r. 
Jack's report, to ,;how how much he kuew of 
1fr .• Tack's repmt or of the country. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS: 1 hnYe 
been o1·er the country. 

The Ho:>. ,J. M. MACHOSSAX sttid he had 
l>een over the country before the hou. gentleman 
became a ::\Iini:;ter, and he said thr<t then' w~ts 
Rmne ·gnO<l grazing land in that di!:ltrict, lJnt ou1y 
in small Jmtches on the hanks of the Bmn n 
River. }[r .• Tack stated that there w>ts coal 
there-- a. ~ood 11Htuy. Heanu.:- but that it had he_en 
aln'adY lmmerl. It cnulrl not ],., nsecl tw1ee 
n\'t~r. · \Ylwt wa.;.; thr. n~e of tryiu~- Ln t->:-..trnd, 
('11:t.l that ha.d ;1ctual1\· l1een 1-Jill'JJed lry nn o\·pr
flow of doleritc ·: :011:. J "ck '"jd ou ·hiwodf iu 
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his report, and recommencled to the Government, vote, and he would not have gone into the 
if they were g-oing to make n,n experiment, that matter at all had it not been for the absurd as-
they should bore at least 1,000 or 1,200 feet, to sertions made by the Minister for vVorks; and he 
see if they could not find a better class of coal at trusted that he had dissipated any ideas hon. 
that depth. There was one seam, known as members might have had in their heads about 
Macarthnr seam, do!erite, next burnt coal, next that being a payable line. He trusted that the 
grey shale, and then burnt coal again, then a Colonial Treitsurer would thoroughly weigh what 
hare! grey ferruginous sanchtone, then a burnt he had said about immigration. 
shalay coal, then grey-brown sandstone, next The l'HE::\-IIER: The amount of £750,000 will 
grey shales, darker shale,;, \\·ith coaly laminae be sufficient to provide for immigration for the 
one-quarter inch thick, then a l>ituminous coal·- next three or four years at any rate. 
tolerable it wa; callet.l by Mr. ,Jack, hut it was I tnt>l• tile 
only one inch thick ! Then there w'"' grey sand- The Hox. J. ::\I. ;\IACHOSSX~\: • 
stone again, a.nd a coal crmnbling, \v·ith shale- Treasurer's stateuwnt for five yea.r.'i. 
the cmtlbmime of fair lJlltdity, 1.-, inches thick. 'rhe l'H.EJ\liER said l1e ,)ill not intend to 
That wa~ one ~mtn1; there wa:; e:tnother: 1 >olorite, Hpend £3i:i0,000 a. yenr. That was too unwh; 
the lower part white tmp20 feet; then there'"" a £200,000 a year was a very fair ttmou;1t to Rpenrl, 
gap of 10 feet before they cnme to bumt coal, ; and for that they should be able to brmg as mauy 
partly columnar, somewhat caked in part ; veins people as were needed, as the bounty system wa,; 
and pockets of white trap in upper part ; con- capable of very great extension. He did not 
cretions of iron-stone in vertical and horizontal propose th1tt immigration should be increased at 
joints; nodules of' decomposed pyrites ; then the Government expense beyond 15,000 a year, 
there was l>lack shale, next burnt coal and black unless some unforeseen circumsta11ces arose. 
shale, and burnt coal again, and more black shale Some of them would be fully paying and others 
and burnt coal ! That was the coal which the partly paying, and many more than that would 
hon. gentleman had assured the Committee was not be required for next year or for the year after. 
the best coal in Queensland! He anticipated large immigration from New 

The MINISTER l<'Olt WORKS: So it it;. South Wales and Victoria, and he fancied that 
The Ho:> . . T. M. JVL\CHOSSAN said that was the reople who had gone South during the last 

ridiculous. Th:tt was the Daintree seam, which few months would come back as fast as they went, 
was one of the largest. Another seam was the and a great deal faster. The balance of immi-
Rosella, which, like the Daintree, had the mis- gration from the other colonies over emigra-
fortune to furnish coal that was already burnt. tion to them was in favour of Queensland. 
The Garrick seam promised somewhat better The Hox. Sm T. MciLvVRAITH: No. 
than the Daintree. It contained layers of The PREMIER said the returns showed that 
shining coal alterna,thely with dark coaly shale. it was. The hon. gentleman would subtract two 
It rerruired a strong wood fire to keep it burning from fi\·e, and make the remainder six. Never-
and left a good deal of brown ash ! T11at was the theless it was·three. The hon. gentleman also 
coal to which the hon. gentleman was going to wanted to know whether the railway votes 
take the railway! As to the Daintree seam .!Hr. would be taken seriatim. The Government pro-
Jack said :- posed to take them as the totals appeared in the 

"A sheet uf intrusive clolPrito rests on this seam, n1argin. 

~~he~~e il~""~~~tcr~~~v~~- vi',i!!,1: 1~:~-m:11~,n~~ftol '"~~~ The Ho:-~. J. M. l\IACROSSAN said he could 
rlolerite lms been converted into "·white-trap." tell the Premier something about the returns. 
'rhe topmost 6 feet of the <~oat llaYc been destroyed by lt wn.s not very long since he wa~ in 
the trap, whieh w:uulf'r:-:: throngh it in veins and Sydney, and when ccnning Laek there waH a. 
'po(~kets.' :-;even feet of the u1utcrlyiug coal arc lo.ss gentlernan on board with whom he had t;otne COli· 

~!~ 1~~ft1~ 1~~~ 0~-}~~~~~ni'~~~~~~.~~~rrr~~~ t~~t~~:~l }:~·~~~~tJ verHation. He appeared to be a clergyn1an ; but 
frLlm the intru~ivc igneous rock." 

1 he did not know his nmue, so he looked down the 
'rhe report also saicl :- passenger list to see if there was the name of 

.. For the J!ltl'J""e of 'provillg' t lw .,o:dtiPlrl, 1 sliou!tl any reYercncl gentleman there ; but there was 
recommend in the nr..-t placp a deep bore !!:'ay l.OOO or not. Of cour~;e they all knew the list waR lJUh-
1,200 fett comnwnciJJg near the npperuwst be<l of the li.shed usually on the morning after the arrival of 
basin. '!'he most suitable place for thP IJore woulcl he the steamer. He read it right to the end, but did 
along- the axialliun nf the syuelinal trough which rnus uot ~ee the ruune. ..:\.t the end of the liSt be tia\\" 
parallel to the riYer on thP soutlu.dde. ~\site ahout one there Wf're thirty-seven in the steerage, and he 
mile west of the nol"th-wcst eorner of Rnclolph bloek · · l h · 1 
would he in a fayonralJle po:;;ition, ann lmYc the nd- was pusttlve t 1at t ere \Vas not a Sing e passenger 
vantag~ of heing accessible hy the Jia\·ilah-Byermau iu the Rteerage. He could give the natue of the 
road. This place is r:.t~veuty-right miles from Uoweu, hy stemner Rnd of the captain, and the date, and 
l~nrie Hotel, :\Iount Plea..-ant, Sonoma, an~l .Jack's Creek. the ca.ptain conld bea.r hiin out that there were 
.\ bore i.n this po~itiou may be expected to give a eOJn· no pa:-;~engers in the steerage. 
plete section of the npper or freshwater ~erics, and. to 
reveal sncl1 of the "oal seam• a• do not show at t Ite The PRE"IIER : Of courRe the HtatisticR are 
surface owing tu the decpuet:s of the ~oil uwl drift. It nnt 1nade up frotn newspaper reports, but froHl 
'vould al:-:;o tt.~-;t the preseuee or alJsence of workable Cnstou1 HonRe returns. 
seams of ironstone, oil sl1ale, or alum ::;hale.'' The Hnx. (T . .:\I. ~IACROSS..._-\..1\: Tltey are 
\Vhat wa; thA use of the hou. gentleman trying made np in a Rimihtr way. 
tu delude the Committee into adopting a vote of 
that kind? He hoped that if the hon. gentleman :YJr. BLACK said that as that vote waH likely 
did try and pass it, it would be under a different to be all that the colony could expect for th"e 
heading, and would be appropriated to go, not next three or five years, he should ask the 
to the goldfield, but either to the north or the 1 Premier upon what conditions indented 
south along· the coa,st, making a link in the co:u;t ' labourers would he allowed to be introduced into 
line. He did not care which of those direction>; i the colony? 
it took; but he preferred the north. The hon. ThePHK!YII1~Rsaid hedidnotquite understand 
gentleman said the line ought to be carried out into what the hem. gentleman wanted to know, and 
the western interior. Did he know where it would 1 he doubted much whether the hon. gentleman 
go westward from where that "']Jposed coalfiel<l knew himself. 'l'he Government were preparntl 
existed? It \Vonld go right into CharterH T(nverH ; to 1nake arrangen1ent~ for bringing out indented. 
~u tha.t the hon. gentlmuan renlly loie.w nothing labourer:-; frnin J•:nrope. The ellJ)tloyer...- HJw.,t 
;1l1uut it. lie wu."i u~~t gtJiJig ttJ discu~:-; il1e ra.il"-;Jy i11de11t the Ja.lJourer~, m1J euLer into an a~rce· 
pwpu,·ab uuw '" they were un Lhe inuui:;ratiuu meut with the1u uuJ.er the ·1•rvrLiuu. of th' 
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Immigr:>tion Act, and that agreement was 
to be approved by an officer appointed by 
the Governn1ent here. The ti-overnrncnt would 
]Jrovide the passageR, the 81lllJloyen; paying 
a •leposit as required by law. The Uovern
ment would also see that the men, when they were 
engaged, were inforrned truly as to the circum
stances of the colony and the nature of the work 
they would have to do, all<! also what would 
be a fair mnount of wages for thmn to receiYe. 
That was what the Government were prepared 
to do, and it was proposed that the smne 
system should apply to the continent of Emope 
"·' had been in force in respect to Hcotlaud 
nr any other part of the ruited Kiugdom. 
The li-overrnuent were not prepared to S}.ty 
distinctly that the wages should be so much, ,)r 
the rations so much, nr deal with any matters of 
that kind, as they regulate<! the employment of 
kauakas; but they would receive any reasmmble 
proposition employers made. 

:VIr. P AL:VLIUl said the Premier had forgotten 
to answer the question he had put to him with 
reference to the irrn11igratjon vote. That was 
whether it was intended to bring out a class of 
labour that would be useful for carrying out 
large puhlic works? The labour which it was 
iuteuded to indent under the Immigration Act 
was not at all 1t class that would be useful to 
contractors. 

The PRE:HIKR said it was impossible to srty 
what kind of labourers would he introduced, but 
they were not likely to introduce mwYi~s. 

::\Ir. ISA:\IBERT said the sooner hem. 
members made up tl1eir minds that that forcing 
system was a thing of the past the better. He 
under:;tood that the Government would give 
every facilities for employers to mttke legitimate 
offers for,ltthour. 

Mr. l\IIDGLEY sai<l he would like to clearly 
understand the statement made by the Premier. 
\V ere they going to l1e aske(l to yote on en.ch 
item? He under:;toorl that it was intended 
merely to take the ite111s down the margin. lf 
thttt was so it would he an exceedi11g-Iy difficult 
thing for lwn. me1nhers to trea.t the EAtilnate::; a::-:; 
they onght to be treated. He might agree with 
every item but one in a hunch of railways; and 
he woultl be placed in this position; that he would 
either have to vote against the whole of them or 
vote for a line he did not >t[!J•rove of. 

The PHE.:HIKR said m1y hon. member conlt! 
move thnt any particular rn.ilway be omitted. 
rrhere were thirty iteuu.;, and it wa:; not neco::;r-;ary 
to hav·e thirty debates or di.,cussions. That was 
not usual nor was it de•.irable. 

Mr. BHOOKl<:S said he had been :;truck with 
the f11ct that hon. gentlemen on the other side 
\vnulJ not take a right view of the labour qum;tion. 
The sugar planters particnlarly see1lled to inmgine 
that people came ont to the colony for their 
benefit; but that was entirely a mistake. He had 
!Jearcl the pamphlet referred to; and he really 
thonght th<J hon. member for 11ackay would 
hav·e had a keener sense of propriety than to 
lmve referred to that again. The Government 
were bhmed. for their action with reference to 
that pamphlet, but what was it? The pam]'hlet 
vv-as issued on the supposition that people conld 
be inveigled from Europe to work for 7s. Gel. 
a week, half of which was to be held for 
twelve months by the employer, and might be with
he],] altog-ether fnnn any can,;e. Really, they 
IH><l had enough of that pamphlet. He considered 
that the Colonial Secretarv had treated it 
more lenieutly tlmn it desei:ved. How many 
times wonld it h.:" necef;sary for hon. lllelnbers to 
J,e told that the L<tbonr 'luest.ion waH the most 
important question th~tt could come before that 
j;Iouoe ; and yet 1t few people thought that they 

ought to have the disposal of all the immigrants 
th>tt came to the colony. They never seemed 
to awake to this f»et : that people came 
to the colony to Lenefit themselves, not 
the ~qna.tters, nor the snga.r-planters:, nor 
employers of any kind; but unless they came 
out under a bad bargaiu they could not 
benefit them;;elves without benefiting their 
employer. There mtmt a! ways be two sides to a 
good bargain. Xo\V, the snga.r-planters in 
~\I,wlmy, the .Tohnstone, and Bundaberg· had 
always had the idea tlmt they conic! get any kind 
of hthom. He therefore ro,.;e for the pm·po'u of 
reading an extmct from the Spcctlllui' of October 
ll. The m-tide was a review of a coutinental 
work on '"The _._\.Hmentation of the \Vorking 
Cla,.;ses .. , There seemed to be nu idea that 
Germ<tns intmduced from the Continent would be 
quite cheap; so it stated in the pamphlet. He 
held that to he an entire mhtake. Let them 
look at the philosophy of the matter. The 
extract he was about to reali would appear in 
H"nsnnl, and he fancied that when it w'>s read 
it would go a great way to expose the hollow
ness and selfishness of the sugar-1•lanters in 
what they were trying to do. The extract was 
as follows :-

"The elliciency of labour f'flll no more be gauged by 
hOUl'S or minutes than it~ r;:al nllne eau be e:stirnated 
by the priee whkh it eommanll~; one lllan may do more 
work in ten hours than another tlocs in twelve; and 
the opm·at.ive who earns 30::;. a week may very well be 
a cheaper mau to hi~ elllployer than another wlto earns 
lJut 20:::.. It is not in thP nature of things that an ill-fed 
sllonld be a robnst 'vorker, and tbongll a wdl-paid man 
may, through igllOl'<lll(~f'. t•:trelc'-'snr-:-:::;, or other cau~c~ be 
had1y fed. it is quite ('ertaiil tlmt low wage~ c:mnot 
procnre good living. Hmw~· the exceeding'ly che-ap labour 
of the Contineut may 1Je anything but clle:tp in the 
lol!g run; and though South of Jo:nglaud farmers pay 
nmeh lower wages than tile farmers of the X urthern 
eonntie~. the effective cost of their lahonr is probably 
eow;:ideral)!y more. An Esi"it'X hand at 12:-;. or 13s. a 
we"k is a far le~s llrofit.al)le servant than a Cmnberland 
p1onghman at 11s. or l.)s. and his keep." 

He nln8t enter his protest now aga.inst this 
trifling with the important question of htbour. 
The immigrants whom they expected and invited 
RhonlJ be free to engage in the open uwrket, and 
if plauters coultl not afford to give them fair 
wa::;es they must go without their labour. It 
had been sai<! thttt the (~overnment had ruined 
the sugar industry. He might be repeating 
himoe!f, and ''"Ying what had been said a hundred 
times, Lnt he felt bound to say again that if the 
:·mgar industry could not stand on an honest 
ba~b~a basis agreeable with sound morality-it 
bad better be ruined. They could not too 
often say that. Jlnt what had the Government 
done to ruin the sngar industry? The first 
thing they did was to check the atrocities con
nected vvith the South Sen. Island la bonr traffic_ 
Like eYerything of the kind, the moment the 
evils of that trade were touched, that moment it 
began to die out-it was strangled. The mnment 
they attempted to have it conducted properly, 
they ruiued it. The South Sea Island trade 
could not be conducted properly, and he would 
recmmnend the sugar-planters to abandon the 
idea of having a supply of South Sea Islanders 
for their work. Let them address them se! ves 
fairly to tlw subject. ·what was the use of tell
ing the Connnittee about the depression in sugar. 
He read the other day an article on tl1e condition 
of trade in Englancl, and he found that it was 
worse than it had been within the memory of 
living 1Hen. \Vheat was low there jn:-;t a:-~ sugar 
was low here. The shipbuilding trade was ruin 
ing the pen;ons engaged in it. On O\'ery hancl, al 
over Eng-lmHl, there W<tR clepl'e:-;:-:;it~n. Hon. 
members seemed to think that there wa 
~muething- unprecedented iu the Hngar in
dustry nf queen:;]ami being depre"erl. If 
it was dern·esscd 1 Jet theru itl!jUire h1to the 
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cause of it. The depression could not arise 
from the same cause as the depression in :Eng
land, for there was a market in Australia for all 
the sugar the colony could grow. The fact was. 
that the persom engaged in the industry had 
not got hold of the right way of managing it. He 
had recently read an article in the J?m·tni[thtly 
Review in which the writer endeavoured to 
exculpate Queensland from the charges made in 
connection with the South Sea Island labour 
trade, on account of the enormous amonnt of 
money-£5,000,000--invested in the sugar indus
try. It was about time the House and the colony 
woke up to the fact that if, instead of £ii,000,000, 
there were £.)0,000,000 invested in it, the sugar 
industry must be judged by the morality of the 
1nanner in \\1hich it 'N~ts conducted, and in no 
other way. It must be conducted so as to be 
profitable to the colony and to the employes as 
well as to the planters-profitable, in fact, all 
round. It might be made an industry which 
would spread indefinitely all over those now un
occupied lands in the North, by the steady influx 
of people engaged for the work and who, when 
they lmd served their time, could go out upon 
their own land and form sugar estntes of their 
own. Instead of that, the theory had been to 
have big estates, and big eBtatm; were a fraud 
npon the colony. They contributed nothing to the 
revenue, and mig-ht be a most Llreadfnl political 
danger. He was not aware thnt big estates any
where in the world were a wurce of comfort and 
prosperity to any place ; they were being done 
away \vith in Gennany and }•~ranee, and the 
tendency in };ngland was towards small 
estates. He trusted they would soon get over 
their foolish way of tall{ing ::>bout the Labour 
question. The squatters used to think that 
their immense leased holdings were their 
own, and that everybody who came to the colony 
ought to be either a per"m who could supply 
them with any goods they wanted, or go shep
herding for them. They fought to the very 
ntmost, and were fighting still, to carry out that 
theory to push people from the land, and to get 
hold of it for themselves. They looked upon a 
farmer as an absurdity. He remembered once 
riding from Ipswich by coach, and there were 
two squatters on the box. They saw a ma.n 
ploughing at Oxley Creek, and one of them said 
to the other, "\Veil, I wonder that people are 
such fools in this colony as to do that kind of 
work." He (.:Ur. Bn)okes) thoug·ht that a 
strange remark. They evidently thought that 
farmer ought to be following at the tails of their 
sheep. He trusted a better day waH com
ing. vVith respect to that particubr vote there 
was an idea running through his mind which 
no hon. gentleman on the other side had 
yet alluded to, and that was to establish some 
such systeru of hnmigration as they saw in the 
lT nited States. If that was once fairly done they 
n1ight lrJok for·ward to the tin1e when inanigrants 
would keep con1ing in without a shilling of ex~ 
pense to the colony. Had any lwn. member eYer 
thought of that. Hon. gentlemen on the other 
side seemed to lw afraid that the price of labour 
of those now in the colony would be reduced by 
the influx of immigrants to be brought out by 
that money. That was not an honest statement. 
It was humbug, aiHl said for the purpose of im
posing on people. The more people they had in 
the colony the better. The Land Bill, the loan, 
and imn1igra,tinn were three parts of one gio,antic 

• scheme. The loan-ten millions-seemed to be 
a large amount, but he ventured to say that in 
the course of even five years, Queensland wonld 
be the most prosperous- and with its prosperity 
esttoblished on the finuest basis--of any colony of 
the Australian group. 

Question pttt and passed, 
:\ft-, BLACK : .\,Jjnnrn. 

The COLO:!'\IAL TREASFRER said t was 
desirable that the House should sit a little longer, 
because a n1essage rnight be received fron1 the 
other House. 

Mr. NORTON : \V ill you adjourn then ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes. H 8 

would m<'ve that a sum of £3,140,000 be granted 
by way of loan for Railways. The vote?omprised 
thirty services. The first one was the !me, Ronm 
to Charleville to complete, £()2,000. That was 
an additioua!'amonnt to the sum of £3!10,000 on 
the Estimates of 1878-\l for the purpose of extend
in" the line 130 miles west from Roma. The 
ne~t iten1 \V:.t8 for 120 rniles west fron1 Charleville, 
and for which £3GO 000 was asked. In regard to 
the vote to Charl;ville, to complete, he might 
say that the cost of the line from Roma was 
£Sii8,500, and the mileage constructed f~·nrn 
Rmna np to the present time was 13!1 mtles 
The next line was Stanthorpe to the Border, 
£H2,000. That represented the con~truc~ion of 
25l miles from Stanthorpe to the JunctiOn, on 
th~ border and the snrn put down was in addition 
to the balance of £45,000 still available for the 
service. The next service was Brisbane to Ips
wich double line-£85 000, and he was sure hnn. 
InernlJers would at on~e recognise the absolute 
necessity of the clouble line, on account of 
the ver:y larg-e amount. of traffic which the 
single line had to sustnm. They then came 
to a coast line, Brisbane to Cttboolture and 
Gympie, £488,000, which, as he had stated, w!'s 
the commencement of a coastal system of ratl
ways which they all hoped some day to see com
pleted, extending from the Tweed tn Cooktown. 
Everything could not he clone_ at once, b~t 
they proposed to const1nct, the _hne from Bt:ts
bane to Cabooltnre and (,-ympte as a begm
ning. The survey of the line as far r:s 
Cabooltnre was laid on the table by hrs 
hon. colleague, and the adoption of the 
plans would be moved to-morrow. The approval 
of plans for the first 25 miles wonld be asked for, 
leavin•' D1 miles to be constructed-the tntal 
length" being 116 miles. Brisbane. to Cleveland 
wab a line which as he had prenously stttted, 
was suppn~"ecl would pay on account of itR being 
a suburban line, and sorne\vhat analogous to the 
Sandgate line. The ext!'nsion to the cit~ and 
Fortitncle Valley was esttmated to cost £17n,009. 
The plans of thr~t line also h>Od been latd 
Lm the tahle and woul<l be approved of tn
morrow. It 'was intended to bring the line 
to the city from Roma street to J.;dward streP;t 
bv the ~ ormal School, and thence to carr·y rt 
oi'rt to Fortitude Valley, cnnnecting it by a loop 
line with the Sanclg-ate Railway. The total cost 
would be £115 000 which was supposed to lw 
ample not only' fm; the cm~struction of the line 
bnt to provide compensatiOn for land. re~ump
timts. They then came to the South Bnshane 
Branch, to c'omplete, for which £45,000 was asked. 
That waH a supplernentary anwunt beyond what 
had been oriainallv voted. The estimated cost 
of the ori"i,.;-;,_1 w~rks had heen £54,000 ; land, 
£10,000 ; ~dditional statimlR, fencing, etc., 
£17,000. \Vith regard to the supple_mentary 
votes he might mention that they were mtended 
to co\·er prnvi:-:;ion for pennanent way 1nnt.erial 
which luttl heretofore not been charged to the 
ra.il way voteY: for construction. Construction 
balances to contplete appeared to be very large, 
but hon. members must not understand that the 
Enaineer's estim"teb bad been departed from to 
thO:textent. The South Brisbane Hail way Wharves 
would take £25,000, and hon. members would 
be aware th>Ot it was the desire of Government 
to encourage trade and offer facilities for Rhipping 
coal. For that purpose it was proposed to extend 
the wharves hy 700 feet ; and it was thought that 
th:~t wnnld i·clieve the cmnplaint as io the 
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inadequacy of the wharves for shipping coal. 
The South Brisbane Branch Extemion required 
£.'50,000. It hail been found that the present 
eite of the station was exceedingly cramped and 
inconvenient, and it must be borne in mind that 
the South Brisbane station would be the point of 
clepartnre to the Logan, Beenleigh, and the Rou th. 
The Beenleigh Branch, to complete, required 
£18,000. That was a branch to the Fpper Logan 
for which no provision had heen li1acle on 
previous Loan Estimates. Beenleigh to Sonthport 
was a continuation of the Logan line, for which 
f;HiO,OOO was asked. They then came to the Upper 
Logan Branch to Beaudesert, for which £70,000 
was required. That line would Le twent~· miles 
in length, and was estimated to cost £3, iiOO per 
mile. The Sandgate line to complete required 
:.dditional provision to the extent of £25,000. It 
was in somewhat an analogous position to that 
of the South Brisbane line; the amount asked 
for being required for extra works, such as 
portion of double line at Lutwyche, level cross
ing, platforms, telegraph lines, and other senices 
not included in the original estimate. Au addi
tional £4,000 was asked for the extension of the 
Sandgate Branch further into the town of Sand
gate, as the preRent station was a long way fron1 
the heart of the town. The large amount of traffic 
on the line must have made apparent to every 
hon. member who had travelled on it the neceR
Hity for a double line. The novernment pro
posed to construct a double line to the junction 
at Eagle Farm, which would doubtless relieva 
the line for the time being; though eventually 
it would probably be necessary to duplicate it 
throughout. The cost was estimated at £15,000. 
'l'he Brisbane V alley Branch required £4G,OOO 
:tdditional. The amount previously voted was 
£10il,OOO, and the expenditure £59,000, leaving 
:t balance of £46,000, which, with the amoun't 
asked for, would make £91,000 to comtruct 
twenty-two miles. That was also a proviRion for 
expenditure not included in the Engineer's esti
mate. The next line was the Fassifern Branch
extension to Coochin, £3!,000. That also was 
in a similar position. There was a balance of 
£36,000 from the previous vote, which, with 
the amount now asked for, would make 
£70,000 available for an extension of seven
teen miles. The Laidley Creek Branch, 
ten miles, was estimated to cost £30,000, and 
he believed it was a line very mttch required 
by the agricultural settlers in the district. Next 
they came to the Hightields Branch, extension to 
Grow's Nest, for which an additional £24,000 
was required. The amount previously voted 
was £90,000, of which £42,000 had been ex'pendecl, 
leaving a balance of £48,000, which, with the 
additional sum asked for, would give an amount of 
£72,000 to construct eighteen miles. That was also 
for permanent way material. Then there was the 
Beauaraba Branch, sixteen miles, estimated to 
cost £48,000. The Drayton deviation was esti
mated to cost £44,000. It would be eleven or 
twelve miles in length, and would effect a savi1w 
of from eight to ten miles on the journey bet wee~ 
·warwick and Toowoomba. It would be a great 
ad vantage to travellers on the Dnwns, and would 
besides provide accommodation for a brge 
population. The next item was the line from 
\Varwick to Killarney, which required £fl?i,OOO 
to complete. The amount previously voted on 
account was £50,000, and the expenditure 
had been £60,000 up to the present time, 
so that the vote had been exceeded. 'l'he 
estimated cost was £4,300 a mile. He would 
remark that the supplementary \'ote' in ma.ny 
case• had already been operated upon ; 
so that the whole £3,000,000 was not for new 
services or in fact for works of new construction. 
[t was ahsolntely necessary to spend the money 
hefom getting- a Par!iamental',V ~~;ppmpriation, 

or else discontinue necessary works. How
ever, the loan expenrlitnre was entirely con
nected with work which had received the 
sanction of Parliament, and therefore the over
draft was, he hoped, more justifiable than if it 
had been used for new works. 'l'he next item 
was Ipswich to \Yarwick, £500,000. 'l'hat was a 
line that would bring the snnthern border more 
directly into connection with the seaboard than 
it w:ts at the present time. The estimated dis
tance Wttt':\ :-,eveutywseven ntiles, u.nd the Having 
between the seventy-seven miles and the existing 
ronte, t·id Toowoomba, was fifty-four miles. 
Such a Raving in a journey of lfiG miles 
was a very con,.;iderable item. The next item 
was the iine from IV arwick to Rt. lleorge
.£2.)0,000. In his opinion, that \\'as one of the 
most important lines in the whole Estimates. 
The 'l're:>surer of the day would recoguise its 
ad vantage in the immediate future, as it would 
act as tt great incentive to trade between the 
capital ancl the southern portion of the colony. 
He hoped the time would come when the line would 
be extended consirlerably beyond St. George, 
running parallel with the southern border, ttnd so 
keeping the trade and traffic in our own territory. 
'l'hey then came to buildings and sidings which 
were distrilmtctl over Bri,bane, Ipswich, and 
'l'oowoomba. At Brisbane the buildings were for 
extension of terminal station anrl new offices for 
the engineers at a cost of £i\O,OOO. At Ipswich 
it had become absolutely necessm'Y to erect a new 
station, and the Government had approved ofthe 
station being in Bell street, in connection with 
which was a bridge at Nicholas street an< I goods 
sheds, the estimated total cMt of the \\'hole 
being £30,000. 

:\lr. NOHTOX asked if the site had been 
fixed? 

The COLOJ'\IAL TllEASl'REJt said his 
colleague informed him that the site had not 
been finally decided on. New workshops were 
required also, as the present accommodation was 
too limited for the growing requirements for the 
construction of plant. The workshops were 
estimated at £60,000. At Toowoomba a new 
goods station and additions and alterations were 
estimated to cost £2u,OOO. Then there was 
a vote for buildings and sidings generally, 
which included deviations on the Main Range 
and relaying with 60 lb. rails. That vote, 
which was for £200,000, would be found very 
useful in providing for a considerable number of 
alterations connected with the existing Routhern 
and \Vestern line, which were rec1uired from 
time to time, aud which were fairly chargeable 
to loan. He begged to move the item. 

Mr. BLACK said he thought it was time the 
Committee sh,)uld adJonrn. He did not imagine 
the Government intended or expected that 
they should go through a three-million vote 
without very ample discus,ion. They had been 
for the last three m<mths disCllssing and disposing 
of Estimates amounting to only two millions, and 
debating them down to items of £10 or .1:20 ; 
and the Committee should not he expected to 
pass a single solid vote for three millions without 
ample discussion. The items oug-ht to be dis
cussed seriatim, for it was impo;;sible that justice 
could be clone to the proposed serious exl"'nditure 
in the way the Government proposed to take it. 
It was now a·qtmrter past 11, and the Committee 
should adjourn. There was not the least chance 
of the vote going through that nig-ht. 

The COLONIAL TREASl:IRIW said he 
trusted hon. gentlemen would address them se! ves 
to the disCliHsion of the senices. It was desirable 
that they should sit later to r<ecei ve a wessag·e 
from the other House. 

The HoN. Sm '1'. MciL WRAITH ; That is 
the reason, is it? 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said the line was made. If the line could be made for 
Government had no de,ire to pre,;s the vote that £80,000, it should be at once constructed, and 
nig-ht, but as it was desirable that they should sit Cleveland would become one of the g1·eat outlets 
to receive the me,sage from the other House, for the people of Brisbane, which wt" becoming 
they mig-ht addre" themselves meanwhile t•> the i more crowded every day. No one could deny 
dbcussion of the servicb. either that the line to South port would he a very 

The Hox. :-lu\ T. J\luiL\VRAITH said he i:nportant one. He saw by the margin that 
did not see why they should remain there to they were discussing a vote of £3,140,000, ancl 
receive a nmssage from the other House. No he hoped that it would be passed in that way. 
rea,;on htvl been g-iven by the :\Iinister why they h would not t>tke htm. members very long to 
should. 1f ttey were there to pass the time, e•nue to a decision upon the whole of the items 
why did not the :Vlinister gi,·e them all the in. contained in that vote. 'There was one that 
formn,tion he could on the Estimates·: lf he seemed to be an error. He visited Ipswich 
>tsked them to sit as dummies until the other lately, and found that from one ye•n's 
House matle up their mind on some mn,tter, it was end to another there was between £35,000 
tlogmtling the n1emi>Prs lower thnn the~· had m·er n,nd !;;40,000 worth of rolling-.stock exposed 
been deg-mrled before. to the elements. He lwlieverl thn,t th<' 

vote inclucled the erection of n, large number of 
'l'he :!'.liNTRTER FOH WOHKR •aid if there shelter-sheds to s>t\"e the rolling-stock. The 

was an,· particnlar cxplanrttion \muted on any ~linistcr for 'Vorks would no donbt answer 
spt:>rial iteu1 he would endeavour to give it. that question. There was also a 1-iHITl down for 

The Hox. Rw T. :VIciL,YRAITH s:~id if i laying GO-lb. raib on the Main Range; but he 
the hon. lllembcr thought tlutt they wanted him ! belien'<:l that money was already spent. It gave 
to talk against thne he wa.H 1ni~takell. 'Vhat 1 hint great plea~nre, representing a~ he did a 
were they btopping there for? If it w::ts ~in1ply for central constituency, to give hiH vote in favour 
the purpose of getting a message from the other of every item in that £3,140,000. He should 
Hmme that the Committee was sitting, let the , certainly ha\'e opposed it if he had thought that 
Uovernment make a House aftenntrds; but if ! £ti0,000 w>ts to be expended in Ipswich solely in 
they would not, they sh<mld adjourn at once. He the erection of workshops. He trusted that 
never '<lW the Uommittee so degraded l>efore. the Government would never llepart from that 

:;ystem which was initiated by their predecessors 
?\Ir. NOl{TO::\ saitl he did not see why the in letting out all the rolling-stock required for 

message c:ould not wttit till to-morrow. He pre- the colony by contract, as he thought that 
sumetl if it came down the next day at half-past i action had saved the colony about 30 per cent. of 
:l o'clock it would he in time, and would not wlutt the rolling-stock cost in former times, and 
delay blminess more than h>tlf-an-hour. there were now a large number of establishments 

:Vlr. I;:·L\.::\IBERT said it was not right that erected by prh·ate firms for tnrning- out the work. 
the le>tt ler of the Opposition should speak so He ne,·er wtts a log-roller, and 'hould not be upon 
disr<">pectfnlly of the lT pp er House. They that occasion ; but he hoped that every item 
should go on with the Loan Estimates. would be taken upon its merits. He trusted 

Mr. Al'\XEAR S>tlcl that from the vote he that Southern members would do towards the 
noticed a gTeat deal of money was to be expended North as they expected Northern members would 
on railways in the southern part of the colony, do towards them. 
e-;pecially on the Darling Downs. He was ·Mr. GRIMES said they had already had 
aware that thn,t was a bone of contention on a long discusion upon that vote. He noticed 
the part of wme members with regard to the from the speeches of many hon. members that 
\V,trwick line. He mig-ht say he had care. they were not satisfied, because their eleetorates 
fully t•ead the Loan Estimates, and he considered had not been set down to receive a sum of money. 
it wa,,; a very carefully prepared document. The hon. member for Port Cnrtis had com· 
It seemed to him, from what he had seen, th>tt plained that there was not sufficient money for 
the Ltmn Estimate gave allliost univers11l satis. ><railway for Glaclstone. The hrm. gentleman's 
faction ; but the hon. member for Port Cnrtis electorate was not the only one which had been 
rlid not seem satisfied. left out. He could put in a claim ecptal to that of 

:\Tr. NORTON: Not at nll. the hon. member for Port Cnrtis. The popula· 

Mr. A:i\'XKATI said there was £150,000 down 
for >tn extension of the Bund>tberg Rail way 
toward:;; Gladstone, which \Vonld be ~tL great conw 
venience to the people of the district, and no doubt 
(+!<tcbtone would become an important place. 
'l'he \Varwickmihv>ty would be the subject of great 
contention, but as he believed the distance it would 
save between \Varwick and Ipswich would be an 
answer to the whole question, he should give 
his vote in favour of the expenditure of £500,000 
in that direction. He had travelled over the 
country, and the line would go through splendid 
lantl, which would be~ome thickly populated, 
probably by the people who wonld be brought 
out by the expenditure of the £7fi0,000 that was 
voted for intmigrcttinn. Another piece of line 
refened to in the estimate was from 
Toowoomba to Drayton. 'l'he \Varwick line at 
present went Tir( Gowrie, and when the other 
line was m>tde the old part could be t>tken up 
a.nd not used agaiu. lt wa:-; a great 1niRtake to 
ta.ke the Toowoomba line out to (i-owrie to go to 
\Varwick; if it had gone through Drayton it 
W'mld have saved ten or twelve miles, which 
cost a large sum of money. He also approved 
of the proposed railway to Cleveland, which 
wonlr! become a \"Pry import:mt place when that 

tion wa.-; greatcr--
Mr. NORTON: No. 
~h. GRIMES said he was snre that the land 

was superier for general agricultural purpoRes. 

l\Ir. ALAND : There are no goldfields. 
::VIr. GRL\IES said the mineral resources of 

the district were as yet undeveloped, but he had 
no doubt they soon would be if there were 
hcilities for ·cheap transit. The district he 
particuln,rly referrell to was Brookfield and 
}\{oggill. Hon. n~embers might think because it 
was very nwuntamous country that there was 
not much agricultural land there. Even the 
tops of the range:-; were excellent agricultural 
l>tnd, anclmauy of the mountain-spurs had been 
once cm'erecl with scrub, which had been cleared, 
and the lan<l was now producing excellent crops. 
i:lu"ar-cane had been tried, and he had no doubt 
th;t a large area of land, despite the low price of 
sugar, would be devoted to that branch of agri
cu'tture. There was al-o a splendid quarry of 
freestone there and a slate quarry ; but of course 
the cost of tmnsit to Bri,;bane would interfere 
with their being pro,;perous. The inspecting 
surveyor had ridden over a portion of the route, 
and hi> report was favonrab!e. There were 
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no engineering difficulties on the line, and 
it could be made for a reasonable sum. Be
sides that, along the route there were splendid 
building sites. It was well known that people 
in the city were pushing out to find healthy sites 
for residences, and, if there was rail way cmn
munication the whole of that land would be 
speedily built on. He thought it might be 
worked in with the traffic on the Southern 
and \V estern line. The train could run 
as far a.~ Indooroopilly, and then the line 
could easily run a few miles fnrther on. 
Eventually he had no doubt t]w,t would lessen 
the distance up country. If it was joined 
on to the Brisbane Valley line it would lessen 
the distance to the city by something like seven
teen or eighteen miles. He hoped the ::\[inister 
for \Vorl<s would give him the promise of a trial 
survey of the line; and, probably, if they did 
not get it out of that loan they would get it out 
of some other loan. He was confident it would 
pay as well as a good many of the lines on those 
Estimates. 

Mr. NORTON said that if the Government 
wanted to get on with the business, and were 
prepared to give information, he was quite pre
pared to ask for it ; but he did not see why they 
should put up their supporters to talk against 
time. The hon. member for Oxley had certainly 
been talking against time. 

Mr. GRIMES: No. 
Mr. NORTON: \Vel!, he thought so. Both 

the hon. member for Oxley and the hon. member 
for Maryborough talked generally about the 
matter. The Committee had been disetlssing 
the question nearly all the evening; and if they 
were not to go on with the business, what wn.s 
the use of sitting there ? 

Mr. GRIMES said the hon. member was quite 
mistaken in saying that he luvl been speaking· 
against thne. He waH quite serimtH in urging 
the claims of his district to railway communica
tion. He thought those claims were quite equal, 
if not superior, to the claims of the Port Cnrtis 
district. 

lYir. NORTON said the hem. member was 
quite mistaken. There was 500 times more in 
the Port Curtis district than in the hon. mem
ber's district. If he had made a mistake in 
saying that the hon. member talked against time 
he apologised for it. 

JYir. MIDGLEY said he thought the rema;ks 
of the hon. member for Oxley were deservmg 
of serious consideration. He was not talking 
against time, and he thought the matter had a 
more direct bearing on the :Estimates than hun. 
members thought. He had sometimes enter
tained the idea, and he had mentioned it in his 
electioneering tour, that he should be ad verse to 
the construction of anv double line where the 
same distance could be 'covered and new country 
opened by the making of a new line altogether. 
He remembered 10lso having said some time 
since that he would support a line starting 
from North Ipswich down through the settled 
districts to which the hon. member for Oxley 
alluded. That was an idea which was worth 
the consideration of the Goverument. The 
farming· district of .:\[oggill was one of the 
oldest in the colony, and he thought such a line 
would be much better than having a double line 
runnin!' into the same district. It was too late 
for a suggestion of that kind to be entertained, 
but he thought the hon. member for Oxley was 
perfectly justified in bringing the claim before 
the House. 

The MIKISTER FOH WOJUCS said the pro
position made by the hon. member for Fassifern 
could not be entertained. A deputation waited on 
him some time ago from Brookfielcl. He believer] 

it was an important locality ; but it was like a 
number of others: a line like it would take a 
separate staff to work it, and that would add 
tremendously to the cost. A considerable por
tion of the line to Ipswich was now a double 
line ; so that the cost would not be very 
large. \Vith regrml to the extension to Forti
tude Valley, he thought tlmt was very im· 
portant, and that the line ought to have 
gone in that direction in the first instance. 
The line was badly required. The passenger 
station would be somewhere about where the 
fire brigade station was. In the fir,;t sur
vey made, it was proposed to put it exactly 
where the Normal School stood; but it was 
found that would require that there should be 
a flight of steps to go up to it. Tn make 
a proper gmrlient would rer1nire an elevation 
of about thirty feet. That was altogether out 
of the rp1estion, and it was proposer! to have the 
alteration in the school reserve, near the fire 
brigade station. 

Mr. GRIMES said it was desirable to have a 
trial survey of the loop-line he had referred to, 
if only to reserve the land, which in a few years 
would be exceedingly valuable. There must 
eventually be a railway on that sicle of the river, 
and it would be as well that a trial survey shoulcl 
be made at all events. 

J\Ir. T. CAMPBELL said he should like to 
hear some explanation from the :Minister for 
\V orl<s with regard to the proposed line from 
Ipswich to \Varwick. He had travelled from 
Ipswich to \Varwick very often in from six to 
seven hours, and he wanted to know if it wa.s 
the intention of the Government to reduce the 
time spent on the journey' to two or three hours. 
No doubt the people at IV arwick and Stanthorpc 
ought to h;we rlirect communication with the 
metropoliB, but the scheme was premature. 
Other portions of the colony were languishing 
for railway communication, and they should be 
considered first. The amount put down for the 
work was half-a-million, but he understood that 
at least a million would be required before the 
line wr1s com pletecl. 

HoxounAmE J'IIE}IDERS : Adjourn ! 
The COLONIAL THEASLJREH said that as 

additional information was required with regard 
to some of the items, and as the hour was getting 
late, he woulLl move the Chairman out of the 
chair. 

Question put ancl passed, ami leave obtrdned 
to sit again to-n1orrow. 

CROW.0r LANDS BILL-MJ~SSAGE :FROJ\I 
LECHSLATLVE COUXCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced that he had re
ceived the following nle,;.,sage frmn the Le~islative 
Council:-

"Lc::{islativc Conneil Chamber, 
.. Bri~b;mc, lUth December, 188 L 

·'The Legislative Cmuwil, haYing had nndcr con
sirteration the J.cgislath·e .1:.;;:-.cmbly·s mc.;;;:;a.ge of date 
11th De{·ernher. rclatiYe to the amemlments made by 
the lo~l"'Xi~latlve Conneil in the Crmvu f1ands Hill, beg 
now to intimate that they-

Insi~t on t.he a,mcndm~;uts in eh use 1, in eln.usc -1lines 
It and :.:m, on the ombsion of <'lau~e~ 75 to 79 inelnsiYe, 
and on tlwir amenclml'nts in clnnses 121 and 13!1. 

'' Btwan~e it i8clonbt.fitl wl1ethcran extensive dO"ltrnc
tion of the ncaeia fo1·e~ts may not decrease the already 
clcti<•i(•nt rainfall in the inteYiur, \Yhile it w•ll certainly 
decreru;.:e the grar.iug capabilities of tl1e country in 
seasons of drought ~ 

"Be0·tnse wore effe('tn· 1 provi:-.:ion for the experimental 
dem·ing of :-;t:rtth i~ mntle hy h':tses of grazing farm~ 
lUHler r.on·litions less lilwly to lead to evasions of the 
lnw. 

"Insi~t ou their amenr1rnents in clauses 6 and 7: 
"llceau.-.:c if there has lJecn any imprope1· administrn

tration of the law it i~ a matter Ior cxerHtive reform, 
anfl not legislation ; 
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"Because the Bill as amended does not entitle lessees 
under the Pastoral Leases Act of 1809 to elaim any 
compen~ation for improvements on runs on being 
deprived of the use thereof, as the operation of the 
Bill only extends to leases issued under its provisions 
after the leases under the Pastoral Lease..:; Act of 
1BG61uwe h"~-en surrendered nnd ceased t0 have effect: 

"Because it dO·!S not confer any right to purchase land; 
"Because the po·wer to terminate a fmrrent l0nse by 

notice does not coufer any power to abrogate :my of the 
other conditions during its currency ; 

"Because the Executive Govermncnt have full power to 
refuse to sell any 1:-md, the sale of which might in any 
way prejudice the public interests, antl it i.s desirable 
that the claims of existing lessees :-:honld be CltUitahly 
dealt with; 

"Because the mnendment only protecb existing con
tracts. 

"Insist on their amenihnent in clauses 20 and 21, and 
subsection 8 of clause 27: 

"Because it is expedient that there should be an avpeaJ 
from the decisions of the board, who are to orig-ilutte 
proceedings, adjudieate thereon, and finally decide on 
the validity of their own verdicts ; 

"Because the functions of the board, which are to be 
subject to appl~-1.-tl to arbitration, are the same as those 
which have been su1Jject to appeal to arbitration under 
the Pastrn·al Leases Act of 1869, which mode of appeal 
has worked satisfactorily for fifteen years, and, therefore, 
cannot be deemed to be impraeticab1e; 
"B~ause if the determina,timl of rents is to be placed 

under the control of an irresponsible board without any 
definite instruction, the amounts would not be assessed 
on any defined consistent basis beyond the opinion of 
the board; 

'' Becallse the administration of the Crown lands on 
the basis of the amendment has been found practif'~tblc 
and convenient during the past fifteen years under 
the Pastoral Leases Act of 1SB9; 

"Ber-anse it would not interfere with the pub1ic 
revenue, as the appeal to arbitration wou1d only he for 
the correction of errors of judgment on the part of the 
board. and any amount assessed lw the board in error 
would not pro.per1y he revenue. ~ 

"Insist on their amCilllrnent in subsection l of clause 
28: 

"Because it is necessary to rencler that part of the 
clans,_• consistent with subsection 7, which makes differ
ent provision for the same purpose. 

"Insist on their amendments in c1anse 43, in the 2nd 
pm·agraph of clause 51, and the lst paragraph of clanse 
70: 

"Bec"ause 96') acres would not be suflicient area in some 
district~;, and the Bill gives power to reduce the maxi
mum area in those districts where 1,280 acres might be 
deemed to be exc-Bssi ve. 

"Insist on the amendment of clause 56, subsection 4, 
clause l.fl. 

"Because it doe-,~ not interfere with the puh1ic revenue, 
and only sets limits to contracts to lease Crown lamls, 
in the management and control whereofthe Legis1ative 
Counci1 have eo-ordinate rights with the LegislatiYe 
Assembly under the Constitution Act. 

H Agree to the amendments made by the r .. egis1ative 
Assembly on the Council's amcndmmtts in clauses 57 
and 58. 

"In.-:.ist on their amendments in clause 71, t.o 'vhich the 
Legislative Assembly have disa.greed: 
;..:~" Bee1tnse it is dEsirable to encourage bondjide settle
ment b_v offering reasonable facilities for the acquisition 
of frceholas, a-5 this has hitherto been one of the 
principal cnnses of the ra11id settlement of Queensland. 

"Agree to the amendments maclf'} by the Legislative 
Assembly on the Council's amendments in clauses 99 
and 120 :~and do not insist on the other amendments to 
which the I.Jegislative Assembly have disagreed. 

"A. II. PAL)tER, President." 

On the motion of the PRE"i\IIEH, the messap;e 
was ordered to be taken into consideration to
morrow. 

ADJOURX:YIENT. 
'l'he PREMIER, in moving the adjournment 

of the HmJRe, said: The first bnsiness to-morrow 
will be to take into considercttion the messap;e 
just received from the Lep;islative Council, 
when I propose to ask the Housn to agree 
to a free conference npon the subjects re
maining- in dispnte between us. I hope 
th!bt that process will have the result it 
has often led to in other countries, of bringing 
about an r.greement between the two Houses. 
I may state for the information of hon. members 

who are not familiar with this mode of procedure, 
that the House which is in possession of the Bill, 
asks for a conference ; naming certain members 
as its 1nana,gers. The other House, however, 
always appoints the time and place of meetinp;, 
which is usually a day on which both Houses 
are sitting, and both Houses suspend their 
sittings during the sittinp; of the conference. 
I anticipate that if this message is sent to-morrow 
the Legislative Council will probably be able to 
propose Thursday as the day for holding the 
conference, and on that day we shall know 
whether we can agree npon the 1natters in 
dispute. After that motion to-morrow the 
:Yiinister for vV orks will move his second motion 
for the approval of railway plans, and we shall 
then proceed further with the Loan Estimates. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: As 
the Premier considers .that this motion for the 
holding of a conference will be purely formal, 
would he mind telling us who the managers will 
be from this House ? 

The PREMLEH: It is the usual practice for 
the managers of a conference to be members who 
will be likely to advocate the views of the 
House they represent. I propose that the 
members representing this House shall be Mr. 
Dutton, Mr. Miles, Mr. Jordan, :Mr. Kellett, 
Mr. Aland, Mr. Kates, and Mr. Donaldson. Mr. 
Donaldson is the only member from the other 
side of the House, but he is understood to be a 
member who desires to see the Bill become law. 

The House adjourned at seven minutes to 12 
o'clock. 




