
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

MONDAY, 15 DECEMBER 1884 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Defence Bill. [15 DECEMBER.] Defence Bill. 1867 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Monday, 15 Decembe?', 1884. 

Formal Motions.-Defence Bill-consideration of Legis~ 
lative Council's amendments.- Supply,- Loan 
Estimates.-Officials in Parliament Bill-committee. 
-Supply-resumption of committee.-.A.djourmncnt. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

FORYIAL MOTIO::'{S. 
The following formal motions were agreed 

to:-
By Mr. BLACK-
That there be laid upon the table of the House, 

copies of correspondence, during the last three months, 
between R. J. Jeffray and the Government, referring 
to labour frmn British India und the condition of the 
sugar industry of Queensland. 

By Mr. BEATTII~-
That there be laid upon the table o! the Honse, all 

papers showing the extra expenditure on the Sandgate 
Railway, and the authority by which incurred and 
paid. 

DEFENCE BILL-CONSIDERATION OF 
Ll<~GISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMEND­
MENTS. 

On the Order of the Day being read for the 
consideration in committee of the amendments 
made by the Legislative Council in this Bill, 

The HoN. SmT. MciLWRAITH said: Mr. 
Spe>tker,-\Vhen the Land Bill was returned to the 
Honse the other evening, you read to us a ruling·, 
the result of your judgment on certain amend­
ments that had been made in it by the Upper 
House. That was a very interesting document ; 
but you will remember that yoa did not give us 
time to study it to the extent we should have 
done had we had notice that such objections were 
going to be made. I have read it since, and I 
cannot say that it has impre,:sed me very much 
with regard to the position that this House 
has always held in reference to the other 
Chamber. We. have, however, an opportunity 
of deciding the question, in my opinion, in a 
much more crucial form by the Bill brought 
before us to-day. You, sir, in general terms, 
held this position-and I go a long way with 
you, although I do not believe thoroughly in all 
your arguments for the defence of the privi­
leges of this House-but you laid down as a 
general rule that we are entitled to object to 
everything coming to us from the Upper 
House which in its consequences brings a 
charge on the people; that any Bill or amend­
ment coming from the Upper House which 
directly or indirectly founds a charge on the 
people should be objected to by this House. 
That principle is laid down in what I suppose 
~ou intended to be a quotation, as it is a quota­
twn from Hatsell, and you endorsed his opinion. 
Well, take an example from the Land Bill, of the 
principle on which we differ from the Uppel' 
Honse. Take the amendment-one of the most 
important ones, contained in the 20th clause: 
there the other Chamber has altered the 
principle laid down by us, that the fixing 
of the rent of the pastoral tenants of the 
colony should be entrusted entirely to two men 
without any appeal to some higher court. They 
have differed from us, and have made an alteni­
tion that allows an appeal to a highel' court 
named arbitrators. . Now, it cannot be said, in 
any way, that that 1s a charge upon the people, 
because the appeal to another court may possi­
bly-may just as probably-result in there being 
a gain to the country, so that there may be 
no charge on the people. It does not neces­
sarily follow, from the other Chamber having 
introduced a fresh prin~iple of this sort, that 
there iB a fresh charge upon the people. That 
does not follow at all ; becanse it may happen 

that the rent may be increased instead of 
lowered, although, of course, it may be lowered 
just as well as increased. The result is proble­
matical. The clause is simply the machinery 
by which the ordinary arrangements for the 
purpose of working the business of the Gov­
ernment are carried out. That, sir, wa,s 
held by you to be an interference with the 
privileges of the House. Of course you con­
sidered it your duty to call attention to it. 
I have studied it and the other points you 
enumerated in the memo. you read, and I do not 
find that I could have illustrated the matter 
more plainly from my point of view ; because I 
find no interference more direct than there is 
here. Well, I cannot see where the interference 
comes in. But we have got before us now 
another Bill which has not attracted your atten­
tion; at any ratA we have had no memo. from you 
on it. You have not directed the attention of 
the House to a breach of the privileges of this 
House by the direct interference with the 
principles of finance that we claim as the ex­
clusive privilege of this Hcm>'e. \V e will take new 
clause 27. The other Chamber have obliterated 
a clause in which we made a modest provision for 
manning and arming ships, and they have sub­
stituted a provision for a permanent naval force. 
Now, if that is not a direct charge on the people, 
I should like to know what is. Our arrangement 
was modest enough; but they have clearly made 
provi:sion for a permanent naval force. If anyone 
goes back to the history of the disputes between the 
House of Lords and the House of Commons, 
long ago, it will be seen that they always origi­
nated in this particular way-that is, where 
the King had the assistance of the House of 
Lords, and wished to force the couNtry to find 
him provision both in ships and men to carry on 
his own wars. Here is a case exactly in point, 
which seems to have escaped your attention 
altogether. Nothing could really go further. 
Take also clause 29. \Ve in onr economy 
decided that we would have a cornmandant for 
the defence force. It was altered some­
what in committee, but we certainly did not 
provide for an admiral of the fleet. But clause 
29, taken in conjunction with clause 2-the 
interpretation clause-clearly and distinctly insti­
tute,'< an entirely new office. It seems to have 
been cunningly devised so as to escape that con­
clusion ; but anyone who reads the clause could 
come to no other conclusion than that a new 
ofHce has been created. That has been put in by 
the other Chamber, and, according to your ruling, 
undoubtedly against the privileges of this House. 
Now, I should like to have your ruling on 
that point before we go into committee. 
I draw your attention also to the amendments in 
clause 52, which, on the principles you have laid 
down, and on the principles which have always 
been advocated in this House, are a distinct 
infringement of the privileges of this House:-

"The regulations may pres.cribe that the members of 
any such rifle corps, club, or as~ociation shall be swern 
in. be called ont for active service, be suOject to disci­
pline, and liable to punishment for breach of discipline, 
or of the regulations applicable to them, and be en tiLled 
to f'Xcmption from tolls, in the same manner as lnem­
bers of the defence force.'' 
Now, there is a distinct tax imposed on the 
people of the colony in the words "entitled to 
exemption from tolls." The only parties entitled 
to collect tolls in the colonies are the divisional 
boards; and the Upper House in giving any class 
of men the privilege of exemption from those 
tolls infringes on the right th~tt this House claims 
of dealing with money Bills, and 'imposes a direct 
tax on the people. I direct your attention 
also to the amendments in clauses 7G and 7D, 
and to new clause 83, as infringing the 
same privilege. Then, sir, I would lastly direct 
your attention to clause 29, containing the 
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provisinn for making use of the Police Force. 
There is nothing said here about p11yments, but 
there is no question that we cannot expect the 
Police Force to perform the duties enforced by 
this Bill, when called upon, without being paid in 
the same way as all other members of the defence 
force. It is a new element introduced into the 
Bill, by which the whole of the police are 
drafted bodily into the defence force. Now, 
that is an infringement of our rights. It 
is imposing tax:ttion on the people of 
the colony. Now, sir, in all the cases that I 
have pointed out, a clear and distinct charge 
has been made upon the people of the colony. 
You went a great deal further in your objections 
to the amendments made by the Upper House in 
the Land Bill, because you laid down and en­
forced the principle that their interference was 
quite enough, even if it had the effect ofreducing 
instead of increasing· the charge upon the people 
of the colony. Your objection does not lie simply 
because the Upper House have made amend­
ments by which the charges on the people are in­
creased; you have made the objection because 
by the amendments the charges on the people 
may possibly he altered either to more or less. 
Now, all the cases which I have pointed out in 
this Bill are cases in which the ch:trges on the 
people have been directly increased~increased, 
too, in the most objectionable way, and in a w:ty 
\vhich, in n1y opinion, we ought to take notice of. 
If we allow these to pctss as precedents I do not 
see what we can possibly nssume for the future 
to be objectionable ; we shall httve to give them 
what they claim, and have always claimed~the 
right of acting pm·i pasw with us, with equal 
powers in all money Bills, and in the taxation of 
the people. I call your attention to this, and 
ask your ruling, if you are prepared to give it 
now, on the points I have raised. 

The PHEMIER s[cid: The hon. member, I 
think, has not read all this Bill through. If he 
will read the 90th clanse~the 88th clause of the 
Bill as it passed this House~he will find it pro­
vides tlmt~ 

"All snms of money required to defray nny expense 
authorised by this Aet may be paid ont of the Conso1i­
d~ttcd ltevenue Fund; bnt no snm of money shall be so 
J1:tid unless it be included in some appro1Jriation made 
by Parliament." 

So that this Bill absolutely imposes no charge 
whatever on the people. No charge whatever 
can be imposed under the Bill without a previous 
vote on the Estimates. 

The Ho:s'. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH : That 
wipes out all the Speaker's arguments. 

The FREMIER : No, not at all. The case of 
the Land Bill that the hon. gentleman referred 
to is different in every particular. The cases 
mentioned there were cases in which the 
burden would be imposed directly and irrnne­
diately by the operation of the Bill itself. 
In this case there is no burden what­
ever impo;;ed bv the operation of the Bill. 
But, beeides that, the amendments the hon. 
member referred to are merely verbal. He 
referred particnlarly to one which he thought a 
very great one. He called attention to an im­
portant change marle by the Legislative Council 
in substituting for the modest provision we had 
made for armed ships a provision hr a per­
manent nttval force. Now, that is an altera­
tion of a margimcl note, and I think we do not 
object to the Legislative Council suggesting an 
alteration in a marginal note. 'fhere is no 
alteration in the clause at all. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH : That is 
not so. 

'fhe PREMIER : If the hon. gentleman will 
look at it he will see that it is so. The Legisla­
tive Council have proposed to make the 4th 
p:u-agraph of the 2Gth clause into a separate 

clause. The words are exactly the same for the 
first two sentences, and then follow some words 
which had clearly been omitted by error, and 
which were necessary to make the clause have 
the effect it was intended to have. Surely we 
will allow them to suggest the division of one 
clause into two! That does not affect the privi­
leaes of this House. The privileges of this 
H~mse, I take it, are something substantial, :tml 
not merely verbal. The words of the clause are 
identical with those proposed by us, except tlmt 
they have added~ 

"An such oflicers and seamen shall. for purposes of 
discipline. be Ueemed to be called out for actiYe serYiee, 
and be subject to the law:-> and regulations which under 
the provisions of this Act apply to otlicers. non-eommis­
sioned officers .. and men of the marine force, called out 
for such scrYice." 
That provision is perhaps contained in the pre­
vious clause, and perhaps not. 'fhe next amend­
ment the hon. member referred to is in clause 
2D, giving the senior naval <;fficer the co:nmand 
of the marine force. That rs no change m any­
thing bnt the name. The Bill provided for na vt~l 
officers in the marine force, and it also provided 
that they should all be subject to the command­
ant. The Legislati\'e Council sugge:.;t, instead of 
that that the senior naval officer for the time 
being should be in charge of the marine force. 
There is no new office created, and there can 
be no additional charge imposed by the ameml­
ment. I could not follow the hon. member 
in his objection to new clause 83, which provides 
a penalty for the wearing of uniform by persons 
other than members of the defence force. 
There does not ,;eem to be anything in tluct. 
'rhen the hon. gentlem:tn referred to the clause 
providing that~ 

"All men for the time being serving in the Police 
Force shall be members of the defence force." 
That is the one amendment that is not verbal. 
How that can be said to impose any burden on the 
people I confess I Cftnnot see. It doe-s not pro­
pose to give any extra pay to the po_liee. How­
ever, the clause I call your attentiOn _to, :Mr. 
Speaker, entirely covers the clauses mentwned by 
the hon. member, and no expenses can possibly be 
incurred under this Bill without the authority of 
an apprO]Jriation of tbis House. 

The SPEAKER: In dealing with the point 
raised by the hrm. member for JYiulgrave, I wish 
first to say that in giving my ruling upo;> .the 
Land Bill I expressed simply my own oprmon, 
and it w~<s for the House either to assent or 
dissent to the ruling. I expressed it as my 
opinion th<~t the Laml Bill was a revenue Bill; 
and the power of the Legislative Council in 
dealin~· with measures of that nature has been 
expressly laid down in all authorities on parlia­
mentary government, and particularly so in the 
work of Sir S. Erskine l\Iav and the other 
eminent authority that I quot'ed. I do not see, 
however, that this Bill can in any way be con­
strued into being a revenue Bill. It is a Defence 
Bill, and our 26Sth Standing Order says :~ 

""With res;pect to any Rill brought to this House 
from the J;egislativc Counen, or returned by the J..Jegis­
lativc Council to this House. with amendments, whereby 
any Jleeuniary penalty, forfeiture, or fee shall . be 
authorisert., imposed, appropriated, regulated, varied, 
or extinguished, this House will not insist on its privi­
leges in the following cases:-

" 1. 1Vhen the object of such pecuniary penalty or 
forfeiture is to secure the execution of the Act, or the 
pnnishmcnt or prevention of offences." 
That would particularly apply to the present 
case, and, I think, particularly to the 77th clause 
to which the hon. gentleman ch·ew my attention. 

""'\Vhere such fees are imposed in res-pect of benefit 
taken or scrvjce renderccl under the Act, and in order 
to the execution of the Act, and are not made payable 
into the~ 'l'rea:mry, or in nid of the public revenue, and 
do not forrn the ground or pnhlic accounting by the 
parties receiving the same, either in respect of detici t 
or survlus." 
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'fhe principal clause to which the hon. member 
referred was the 52nd as it pa:;sed this House, 
but now the 53rd, which read as follows:-

"The Governor may sanction the organisation of rifle 
corps or clubs, anll of a~sociations fm· purposes of &rill, 
und~r such cmHlitions as may be prescribed, and may 
provide arms and ammunition for them. 

"The regulations may prescribe that the members 
of any such rifle corps, club, or association shall be 
s:vo:·n .in, he call:··d out for active service, be subject to 
dlsmplme, ana hablc to vnnislunent for breach of dis­
cipline, or of the r~gulations applica,ble to them, and 
be entitled to exemption from tolls, in the same manner 
as members of the defence force. 

"Otncers and non-eommissionerl officers thereof shall 
be appointed, and be subject to removal in the same 
ma.nner, and shall pass the same exalllination, and have 
the same relative rank, as otlieers ~tnd non-commissioned 
otllcers of the defence force; bnt shall alwavs be 
reckoned as junior to officers of the defence fo:fce of 
the same rank, whatever mav be the dates of their 
respeetive commissions or appointments. 

"The regulations may prescribe a standard of 
efficieney 1or the members of any such rifle corps, club, 
or asr:mciation, and eflicient members thereof shall be 
exempt frou1 enrolment in the defence foree. 

. "The management of the civil afl'airs of any such 
nfle corps, club, or association may be regulated by 
rules adopted on the formation thereof, or subsequently 
amended in the prescribed manner. Snch rules, or any 
amendments thereof, shall not have force unless or until 
approved by the Government." 
I do not see in what way the ruling given in the 
case of the Land Bill can be made to apply here. 
In that case in my opinion a direct interferenee 
with the revenue was attempted, but here we 
have simply an authority which exempts mem­
bers of rifle clubs in the same way as members of 
th: regular force, from the payment of tolls. I 
thmk tlmt can hardly he construed--at least it 
would refjuire a very long strain of the law in 
such crtses if that could be construed into consti­
tuting a tax npon the people. ~With regard t<'l 
the 28th clause, I cannot see that there is any 
very great alteration in it from what it was 
as it finally passed this House. The Police 
Force, I take it, would only be called out in a case 
of emergency, and this House will then be called 
upon to grant the necessary appropriation. There­
fore, as far as that amendment is concerned, it can­
not beconstruedintoirnposinga tax upon the people 
in the manner mentioned by the hon. gentleman. 
~Without wishing to be egotistical, I mlmt inform 
the House that no amendments which are made 
~y the other Chamber escape my attention. It 
1s my duty to read these Bills very carefully 
through, in order i.o see how they are altered 
and how far the privileges of tliis House are 
curtailed; and if I saw that any of our privi­
leges were infringed I should not be slow in 
bringing the matter under the attention of hon. 
1nembers. 

The Hox. SIR T. :M elL ~WRAITH: I rise 
again to a point of order, to have it laid down 
clearly whether clause 7G does not distinctly and 
clearly interfere with the :<rrangements of the 
Bill. I have pointed out that clauses have been 
so altered as to interfere with the taxation of the 
people of the colony. That was met by the 
Premier, who pointed out clause 88, and said 
granted that they did, the money will still hav~ 
to be appropriated by the passing of a Bill 
through this House. I wish to understand if 
that is your ruling: That, granted additional taxa­
tion has been imposed, the Upper House have not 
broken the privileges of this House, because by 
clause 88 all moneys that have to he paid and 
have to be taken out of the consolidated revenue 
and voted by this House. I hope you under­
stand the point I raise, and I wish to have the 
point very distinctly laid down. 

The SPEAKER : I should be very sorry to 
lay down such a, ruling a.s the hLm. rnmnber 
wi>lhes me to; because if I thought the amend­
ments in the Bill increased the burdens of the 
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people I should not have the least hesitation in 
saying so. This does not, in my opinion, in any 
way interfere with taxation, but I would draw 
the attention of the House to it if it did. As I 
said before, I differ with the hon. gentleman in 
the construction he puts on some of the clauses 
of this Bill, inasmuch as they are entirely covered 
by the 88th section of the Bill as pas~ed by this 
House. . 

The HoN. SIR T. l\:IciLWRAITH: I take 
then clause 2!) to which I objected. That clause 
in providing for a senior mtval officer dietinctly 
makes a new appointment. VVe made no 
provision for a senior naval officer, or for a naval 
officer at all, in command of the naval force. 
This is distinctly a new appointment. It is an 
additional taxation on the people, and it is an 
infringement of the privileges of thi~ House. I 
shall therefore ask your ruling upon that point. 

The PRE:MIIUl: Before you give yonr ruling, 
Mr. Speaker, I must remind the House that the 
2Gth clause of the Bill provides that-

" '11he Governor may also raisP and maintain such and 
so many officers and seamen as may from time to time 
be required to man any armecl ships orves::;els helonging 
to Her J.fajesty's ColotJi:;t.l Government. The officers of 
snch ships sh:tll be appointed during pleasure, and the 
seamen shall be enlisted in the pre,>::cribed manner and 
for the pnt."lcribed period of service." 
The clause the hon. member refers to merely 
provides that the senior officer shall have com­
mand of the force. It is no new appointment 
at all. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH: That is 
not so, because it is distinctly stated that the 
commandant is not to have charge of the naval 
forces of the colony. A new appointment has 
been made; in fact, they l1ave created an 
admiral. 

'l'he SPEAKER : I certainly think there is 
something in the contention of the hon. member 
for l\1ulgrave in that particular matter, because 
the interpretation clause, as it left this House, 
provided for a commandant only. It now 
a]Jpears with a new definition, that of " senior 
naval officer"; and in section 30 a new subsection 
has been added, providing that--

" The senior naval oflicer shall be charged under the 
orders of the Governor with the command and discipline 
of the marine force." 
It would appear from those two alterations that 
a new office had been created. 

The PREMIER : Let me point out that it is 
only the creation of a new name, not of a new 
office. If there are several officers, one will be 
the senior, and the Bill has carefully provided 
for the appointment of officers in the marine 
force. Instead of the marine force being under 
charge of the commandant it will be under 
charge of one officer of the marine force who 
happens to be senior for the time being. It may 
be called a new appointment in one sense, but it 
is neither a new man nor new pay. It is only 
conferring additional duties on an officer whose 
creation is already provided for. There can be 
no doubt about that. 

The HoN. SIR T. M:ciLWRAITH : The hon. 
gentleman has forgotten the fact that he had 
provided purely and entirely for a land force, and 
for nothing else. 

The Pl~EMIER: Not when the Bill left this 
House. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWHAITH : I am 
referring to the Bill when it first came before 
the House. Afterwards, when through our 
efforts he had been induced to provide for a naval 
force, he committed the absurdity of making the 
commandant the admiral. He says this is neither 
a new man nor new pay. I say it is hoth. There 
is not the slightest doubt that the Upper House 
saw the absurdity of that arrangement, and 
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they made a new arrangement by which a sepa­
rate individual shoulcl have command of the naval 
force. In doing that, they have infringed on 
the privileges of this House. If it was originally 
intended to have this senior naval officer, why 
was he not provided for on the Estimates? We 
have a commandant, a brigade major, an artillery 
staff-officer, and others, but there is nothing 
about an admiral or a senior naval officer. 

The PRE.:\1IER : Wait till you see the 
Supplementary Estimates. 

The SPEAKER: In addition to section 29, 
the senior naval officer is referred to in section 
30, and, indeed, all through the Dill. An amend­
ment in section 30 goes so far as to provide 
that-

" Petty officers ln the marine force shall be ap11ointed 
by the senior naval officer." 
I certainly think that a new office has been created 
-a creation which does not come within the pro­
vince of the other branch of the Legislature, 
but which is within the province of this House 
alone. 

The HoN. SIR T. l'viclL WRAITH: I have 
another point to raise affecting the privileges of 
this House, and that is as to what the other 
Chamber have done with regard to the Police 
Force. I desire your ruling on that point, sir. 
\Vhen the clause relating to the police left this 
House, it provided that those who hereafter entered 
the service should belong to the defence force. 
The Upper House have altered that, and made it 
apply to all police who are at present in the ser­
vice. I hold that, by that, the Upper Chamber 
have actually called into the service of the 
country, in the shape of a defence force, a body 
of men who will have to be paid for their ser­
vices, and have thereby increased the burdens of 
the people. 

The SPEAKER : I cannot agree with the 
hon. member's contention with regard to that 
clause. Several verbal amendments have been 
made in it, the only material change being that 
it now applies to men "for the time being" 
serving in the force, insteacl of to those "who 
are hereafter engaged." But they are only to be 
called out in cases of emergency, and the appro­
priation for their services then is directly under 
the control of this House. Hon. members will 
observe that in this ca~e the pay has not been 
altered. 

The HoN. Sm T. l'viciLvVRAITH: They are 
constituted members of the defence force. 

The SPEAKER: Yes; but they are only to 
be called out in cases of emergency, and the 
appropriation is then provided, over which this 
House has control. 

Question put and passed, and the House went 
into Committee. 

The PREMIER ~aid his attention had been 
called to the fact that the Bill did not deal in a 
very satisfactory manner with the naval branch 
of the defence force, and certain amendments 
were inserted in order to make it more effective 
in that particular. He admitted freely that 
in some respects the naval force was the 
most important part of the defence force 
of the colony ; and he also C"-llecl attention to 
the fact that two vessels of war were on their 
way out, and that it would be necessary to deal 
with them. On reconsidering the Dill, after it 
had passed through the Assembly, it occurred to 
him that it was still capable of improvement in 
that direction, by making more distinct reference 
to the naval force in different clauses. He there­
fore suggested to his hon. colleague, the Post­
master-General, to propose in the Legislative 
Council the necessary amendments. One objec­
tion pointed out was that it was undesirable 
that the marine force should be even nominally 

under command of the commandant. He 
pointed out at the time that the control would 
be only nominal, although he was curiously 
enough reported to have said the very opposite. 
On further inquiry he found that it would 
be better to make a separation between the 
officer in charge of one branch, and the officer 
in charge of the other branch of the force, and 
it was proposed, therefore, to put the marine 
force in charge of the senior naval officer 
for the time being, whatever his rank might be. 
That was carried out by inserting in the inter­
pretation clause the term ''senior naval officer," 
meaning no particular officer, but the officer who 
for the time being happened to be senior. It 
might be one, one clay ; and another, another 
day. There was no creation of any office. If it 
happened to be the captain of the "Gayundah" 
who was senior, he would be the senior naval 
officer; and if he did not happen to be senior, but 
the commander of some other vessel in the 
force, holding a captain's commission, he would 
be the senior naval officer. There was no new 
office in any way. He therefore proposed that the 
first amendment of the Legislative Council be 
agreed to. All the amendments with the excep­
tion of the one relnting to the Police :Force and 
the one as to rifle corps were verbal amend­
ments giving effect to what he had stated. 

'l'he HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said he did 
not know how the hon. member could move an 
amendment of that kind in the face of the decision 
that had been given by the Speaker-namely, 
that that new app<'intment was an infringement 
of the privileges of the House. The Speaker 
had ruled that it was a new appointment and 
that it was an infringement of the privileges of 
the House. He (Sir 'I'. Mcllwraith) did not 
think anything more was actually wanted to 
show that that was a new appointment than 
the speech just made by the Premier. He had 
said, what of course they all knew, that the 
Bill when it passed through the House was a 
Defence Bill for a hncl force. He was shown 
how inade'luate it was for the purpose, and he 
commenced to manipulate it so as to serve both 
purposes, and to make it apply by a few amend­
ments to a marine as well as to a land force. 
But, thinking over it, he had since come to the 
conclusion that the amended Dill did not meet 
the desired end thoroughly, and he got amend­
ments made and passed them through the 
other Chamber. Now, if that sort of rough­
hewing work was to be clone by the Lower 
House-if the hon. Premier meant them to 
rough-hew Bills and have them dressed by 
the other House, and if they were to be told 
when the Bills came clown to their House 
again for consideration that the amendments 
were formal amendments- he (Sir T. l'vicll­
wraith) thought they would be very guarded 
as to the kind of Bills they passed through 
the House. The Premier had told them 
before of formal amendments, and when he 
failed to accomplish what he desired in the way 
of amendment of the Bill in the Lower House 
he made arrangements for having them intro­
duced in the Upper House, so that actually 
amendments were made in the Bill in the Upper 
House dealing with money matters of the colony 
with which that Chamber had nothing to do. 
They were asked to accept those amendments as 
purely formal amendments, and to part with 
privileges of their own House. He (Sir T. 
Mcllwraith) did not see how the Premier could 
move an amendment of that sort without the 
Speaker's ruling being asked on the question. 
At any rate he would ask the Speaker's ruling 
as soon as they got him into the chrtir. The 
Speaker had ruled that by the amendment a 
new office had been ereatecl, and that that was 
an infringement of the privileges of that House. 
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ThE) PREJ>IIER said the hon. member had 
misquoted all he had said just now, and also 
all he had said before. If the Legislative Council 
had ereated a new appointment, that would have 
been a matter which it would have been neces­
sary to take into consideration. But that was 
the matter of construction, upon the whole Bill. 
He had pointed out that of the officer" of the 
naval defence for~e one must be senior. 

The HoN. Sm. T. MciLWRAITH: No, no! 
The PREMIER said if the hon. member did 

not want to argue, very well ; he would address 
hon. members who would attend to the matter 
on its merits. He said that the Bill provided 
that there would be officers of the marine force, 
one of whom would necessarily be the senior one. 
The Bill, as it left that House, had provided 
that certain duties would he performed by the 
commandant of the land force. By the amend­
ments made in the Legislative Council it was 
provided that those duties, instead of being per­
formed by the commandant of the land force, 
would be performed by the senior officer of the 
marine force. 

Mr. ARCHER said that was a new appoint­
ment. 

The PREMIER said it was not a new appoint­
ment. Suppose that some measure were to say 
that certain duties now performed by the Clerk of 
the Assembly would in future be performed by the 
Clerk Assistant, that would not be a new ap­
pointment. 'fhe Bill provided for two officers­
the commandant and an officer who was the 
senior officer of the marine force. As the Bill 
left that House certain duties were to be per­
formed by the former, but the Legislative Council 
said they should be performed by the latter. 
Where was the new appointment there? He was 
unable to see it. Surely it was a dry question 
of fact ! The Bill provided for the appoint­
ment of two officers. The Legislative Council 
suggested that certain duties should be performed 
by one of those officers and certain other duties 
by the other officer. The ''senior naval officer" 
was not a name like " commandant." It was a 
short definition used to avoid repetition through­
out the Bill that the naval officer who for the 
time being happened to be the senior naval 
officer holding a commission in the colonv 
should be the one to perform the duties. \Vhm;e 
was the new officer there? He said again there 
was not a new officer. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman had commenced his speech, as he 
had commenced a dozen others, by telling him 
that he had misquoted and misunderstood every­
thing he had said that day, and in all times past. 
All th:tt smt of thing had not the slightest effect 
on him. Whenever the hon. gentleman was 
hard up for an argument he resorted to those 
angry ejaculations. To hear a man standing 
up and deliberately arguing as the Premier 
did that two men were one was rather 
a curiosity. He (Sir T. Mcllwraith) would 
take an example. Supposing in the Land 
Bill of the Government the Upper House 
had put in a commissioner for scrub lands-it 
was not unlikely that they would-and snppos­
ing that they decided that that commissioner 
should be the senior clerk in the Lands Office­
did the hon. gentleman mean to tell him that 
there would not be any new appointment made 
simply from the fact that the office would be 
filled by a particular officer already in the Lands 
Department? They found that the Defence 
Bill left the House an absurdity because the 
second officer had not been created, and that 
the naval branch of the defence force was to be 
put under the head of the land force. He had 
pointed that out, and the Upper House had put 
the naval branch of the defence force under 

the senior naval officer. And yet the hon. 
member came there and said that that was not 
an addit.ion to the Bill ; that it had been actu­
ally provided for before. And why? Because 
there had been a general clause providing for 
naval officers. That was a subterfuge. 'There 
must have been a reason for putting in the new 
clause. The reason was that the Bill would 
have been unworkable-at least, an absurdity­
if that office had not been created. The office 
had been created. The hon. member said it had 
not been created at all ; but if it had not been 
created the Bill would have been nonsense. 

The PREMIER said there was no use 
arguing with the hon. gentleman when he 
took up the position he did. He would 
take an illustration. Suppose the Legisla­
tive Council hctd provided for certain duties 
to be performed by the senior land commissioner. 
In order to find who was the senior land 
commissioner, they would inquire who was the 
land commissioner with the largest pay, or who 
had been the longest number of years in the ser­
vice, or who most merited the post. And suppose 
the interpretation clause were altered to say 
what \Vas meant by "senior land co1nn1issioner." 
vVould that have been creating a new office? lf the 
Bill had not provided for naval officers at all, their 
calling one man "senior naval officer" would have 
been creating a new office, for there would have been 
no officers of which one would have been senior. 
The hon. gentleman was confusing names with 
things. The words "senior naval officer" in the 
Bill might mean anything. It might mean the 
senior naval officer in the Atlantic Squadron, in 
the British :Fleet, er anything else. Putting 
the words in the interpretation clause did 
not make it a new appointment. The hon. 
gentleman could not point out any clause 
which created a new appointment. Clause 
29 provided that there should be an officer 
appointed to be called the ''commandant." If 
the Legislative Council wanted to appoint a new 
officer, they would have said, "There shall be an 
ollicer appointed to be called the senior naval 
officer,'' or ''the naval cornmandant,'' as the case 
might be; but they had carefully avoided doing 
anything of the kind. They simply said that one of 
the officers of the nmrine force, who was the 
senior for the time being, should perform certain 
duties. They were simply duties transferred from 
the commandant to the senior officer of the marine 
force. It was nothing more than a transfer 
of duty. There was no creation of any new 
office whatever. If the hon. gentleman was 
anxious to protect the privileges of the House, 
he (the Premier) had no objection to add to the 
message to the Council that the amendments 
were agreed to because they were in furtherance 
of the intentions of the Legislative Assembly. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman had stated that the Legislative 
Council had carefully avoided making any 
new appointment, but he (Sir '1'. Mcllwraith) 
contended that, although they had not done 
so in words, they had done so clearly in 
effect. There was no question that a new 
appointment had been made. There was no 
senior naval officer, or any officer in charge of 
the naval branch, with equal powers to the com­
mandant of the land forces in the Bill when it 
left that House; and the Legislative Council had 
amended the Bill so that there should be such an 
officer. He knew perfectly well that the hon. 
gentleman tried to guard against the objection 
he had raised in the best possible way he could ; 
but it was not simply a difference of words, be­
cause in effect the appointment had been made. 
The hon. gentlmnan said a case analogous to 
that would happen if the Upper House de­
fined certain duties that an officer in the Lands 
Office was to perform. Very well, If the Upper 
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HouHe haLl put into the Lancl Bill a clause to the 
effect that a certain clerk in the Lands Otlice 
should perform the cl nties of commbHioner of 
scrub lands, the objection would lmve applied 
that they were appointing a new office ; and 
there could not be the slightest doubt that it 
would be a new office-distinctly and clearly a 
new office, invoh·ing new pay. 

Question put. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said 

nothing could more clearly show that it was a 
new appointment than the proposition of the 
Government. The hon. the Premier need not be 
getting crusty, l>ecause they had all their work 
to do, 11nd if he w11nted to get the Bill through 
he had better keep his tem]ler. He did not c11re 
whether the hem. gentleman got in a "scut" 
over the nmtter or not. He repc:1ted that 
nothing pointed out better his contention than 
the motion before the Committee. Before they 
lmd an officer commanding the defence force ; 
now that officer was to be the officer command­
ing "the l11nd force," and by indirect means 
they had actually constituted an officer com­
manding the nav:tl force. 

The PREMIER said the Bill provided that one 
of the officers who, as it was originally drafted, 
would have been subordinate to the commandant, 
should not be so any longer; and that certain 
duties that would have been performed by the 
commandant should be performed by that officer. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRJ;;MIER moved that the Legislative 

Council's amendment in clause :l, line 2, to insert 
the words-

"' Senior nava.l officer '-The senior combatant cmn­
missioned officer of the marine force for the time being.'J 
-be agreed to. 

The Hox. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said he 
desired to take the opinion of the Speaker on the 
amendment. It was a part of the proof, along 
with clause 29, that a new 11ppointment had been 
made ; and he thought they ought to refer it to the 
Sreaker, to ascertain whether it did not infringe 
the privileges of the House. 

The PREMIER said the matter was clearly 
not one to be referred to the Speaker, but one 
in which, as the Speaker had pointed out on 
another occasion receutly, the House itself should 
decide what action should be taken. But even 
if it were such a case-which the Government 
Iuaintained it was not, and as everyone \Vho 
understood the subject thoroughly must agree it 
was not-then the vroper course to adopt was­
as had been done in numerou; cases of the smne 
kind-to a.gree to the amendment, and intimate 
to the other House that it was agreed to because 
it was in furtherance of the intentions of the 
Legislative Assembly. That had frequently 
been done, as had been pointed out by the hon. 
the Speaker in the ruling he gave htst Thursday. 
In deference to the Speaker's ruling he would 
take that course. Otherwise he shuuld not do so. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\fciLWRAITH ,;aid they 
had already taken the opinion of the Speaker on 
the question, and it would be wa,;te of time to 
refer it to him again. He would therefore allow 
his objection to drop, so far as that particular 
an1endrnen t was concerned. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the other 

amendments of the Legislative Council in clause 
2 were agreed to. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Legis­
lative Council's amendment in clauee 7 was 
agreed to. 

The PRKl\IlER moved thn,t the Legislative 
Council's an1endtnenb-; in clause H be agreed to. 
The amendments made merely formed a trans­
position. 

The HoN. Sm '1'. MciLWRAITH asked what 
was the object in the amendment of reproducing 
the amendment in clause 2, and taking out naval 
"volunteers," and sub:,tituting "searnen"? 

The PHE:\IIIER: It is the more convenient 
form. 

'The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked 
why should not naval volunteers be included too? 
He hoped th''Y would get naval volunteers yet. 
He had no objection to the word "seamen"; but 
why "naval volunteers" should be struck out he 
did not know. 

The PHEJYII~~R said he did not think it was 
anticipated in that House that there would be a 
body of men absolutely and entirely volunteer 
seamen. "Volunteers" wa,; a term intended to be 
applied to n!en who served entirely without pay. 
He did not suppose they would have a body 
of seamen sel'ving entirely without pay. 

Mr. ARCHER said that, even though they 
might not be able to get naval volunteers now 
it was no reason why they should exclude them 
by the Bill. The hon. member was probably 
aware that ther·e were naval volunteers in Eng­
land. 

The PRE:\IIEH : Not absolutely volunteers. 
Mr. ARCHER said there were. His nephew 

had not only served as a naval volunteer, but 
had gone to sea for several weeks in a gunl>oat. 
They were subject to drill as strict as any of the 
land forces. They had to attend drill after 
office-hours, and were put through the same 
drill as sailors on the gunboats. The time 
might come when there might be men wiiling to 
become naval volunteers here, and they would 
rec1uire a new Bill for them. 

'l'he PRE;yiiEH said the 52nd section was 
one which dealt specially with volunteers, and 
there was nothing in it that would render it 
inapplicable to naval volunteers, and the word 
"seamen" would refer strictly to men forming 
a part of the defence force. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRK'VIIER moved that the Legislative 

Council's amendment in clause 12, omitting the 
words '' regilnental or company," be agreed to. 

The HoN Sm 'r. MolL WH.AITH : What is 
the object of this ? 

The PREMIER said he did not see the object 
of the words that had been left out. There was 
nu reason why they should be cctlled "regi­
n1ental or company divisions." 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said there 
must be ,;ome qualification of the divisions, or 
they would get into confusion. There were 
separate divisions under the Divisional Boards 
Act, and now if they got military divisions they 
shonld have a distinctive name for them. If 
there were no other reason than that, the 
amendment should not be agreed to. 

The PRE1HER : They would be called 
divisions of military districts. 

Question put and passed. 
'l'he PREMIER, in moving that the Legis­

lative Council's amendment in clause 21, pro­
viding that a man who is over the age of fifty­
five years shall be allowed to remain in the 
active force by the speci>tl permission of the 
commandant or naval officer, be agreed to, 
said there might be special cases in which men 
of that age might be allowed to remain in the 
service. There were men in the force now who 
were over fifty-five years of age, and it might 
perhaps be a pity to turn them out. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIJ~R, th" Com· 

mittee agreed to the Legislative Council's amend­
ments in clauses 22 and 26, and to the new 
clause, to follow clause 26, insertecl by the 
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Council providing for a permanent naval force, 
as £ollowe :-

"The Governor may also raise and mnintain sur.h and 
f'lO many ofliccrs nnd seamen as 1nay from time to time 
lJe re(lUired to ma.n any armed shi11s or vessels belonh>ing 
to Her Majesty's Colonial Government. rrhe oftlcers of 
such ship~ shall be appointed during ple~~snre, and the 
seamen shall be enlisted in the prescribr<l manner and 
for the prescribed period of service. All such officers 
and seamen shall, for purposes of cliscipline, be deemed 
to be called out for active service, and be subject to the 
laws and regulations which under the proviflions of this 
Act apply to officers, non~commissioned otlicers, and 
meu of the marine force, called out for such service." 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Legis­
lative Council's amendments in clause 27 were 
agreed to. 

The PREMIEU moved that the Legislative 
Council's amendment in clause 28, providing for 
making use of the police as a military force, be 
agreed to. He did not know any reason why 
the members of the Police Force should not be 
members of the defence force. The amend­
ment had been proposed by the hon. President 
of the Legislative Council. He thought the 
amendment should be agreed to. 

question put and passed. 
'l'he PRI~MIER moved that the other amend­

ments made by the Legislative Council in the 
same clause be a.greed to. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLvVRAITH said his 
objection was not to the clause as it stood, 
but to the Upper House putting it there. 

question put and passed. 
The PREMil~R moved that the Legislative 

Council's amendments in clause 20 be agreed to. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 

objection he urged in reference to the amendment 
in clause 2 as to the right of the other House to 
make a fresh appointment applied more appro­
priately to that clause. He would not, however, 
fnrther di,cuss the subject. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Legis­

lative Council's amendments in clause 30 were 
agreed to. 

The PRE:HIER moved that the amendments 
of the Leg-islative Council in clause 31 be 
agreed to. 

Mr. BEATTIE said the clause required some 
little altemtion. The Legislative Council had 
not gone far enough. The clause as it now :stood 
provided that "commissions of officers in the 
defence force shall be granted by the Governor." 

The PREMIER: That is in clause 30. \V e are 
going by the old numbers. 

iHr. BEATTIE said he had not noticed that. 
\Vhat he wished to point out w:ts that the 
commandant had the _appointment of all non­
cmnn1issioned officers. 

'l'he PREMIE.R : Only sergeants. 
Mr. BEATTIE said the provision was that 

"serg·eants in the land force shall be appointed 
by the commandant, and all other non-com­
misil'toned officers shall be appointed by the 
commanding officer of the corps to which they 
belong." Hut in thecaseof the marine force it was 
provided that all petty officers should be appointed 
by the senior naval officer. He thought that 
arrangement would not work well. I<' or instance, 
supposing there were two or three vessels at 
different places, and the senior naval officer were 
at Cooktown while one of the ships was stationed 
in Moreton Bay, if the captain of the latter 
vessel wanted a boatswain's mate he could not 
appoint anyone to the position; it would have to 
he done by the senior naval officer. In his 
opinion, it was very desirable that the captain of 
a vessel should have authority to appoint all 
ordinary petty officers, otherwise there mio-ht be 
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some trouble in the matter. The captain of a 
ship would be in a much better position than the 
senior naval officer to know who were the most 
trustworthy men to appoint as officers in connec­
tion with the working of his vessel. 

Mr. l<OXTON said he thought the clause 
as it was might be made to work very well by 
adopting tl;e same. plan as that adopte~ in the 
Volunteer I< orce w1th respect to the appomtment 
of non-commissioned officers at the present time. 
It was usual when a vacancy of that kind occurred 
for the captain commanding the corps to tem­
porarily appoint someone in the corps to the 
acting rank until arrangements could be made at 
headquarters for permanently filling the vacancy­
That plan had been found to work very well, 
and he thought it would meet the objection 
raised by the hon. memberfor Fortitude Vall~y 
in respect to the appointment of petty officers m 
the marine force. 

Mr. BEATTIE said that would certainly 
meet the objection. He thought it was a very 
good idea to allow officers in charge of volunteer 
corps to appoint their own petty officers, as 
they would know who were the best men to 
appoint, and the men would thus be led to emu­
late one another in order to bring themselves 
under the notice of the commanding officer. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Legisla­

tive Council's amendments in clauses 33, 34, 35, 
and 38 were agreed to. 

The PREMIER moved that the Legislative 
Council's amendment in clause 45 be agreed to, 
and said it merely carried out the intention of 
the Assembly. As the clause left that House, 
the force or any corps thereof might be called out 
for continuous drill and training for an unlimited 
period. The Assembly, of course, meant that 
the period should not be more than eight days 
in each year. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER said the amendment in clause 

52 dealt rather more fully with the constitution 
of rifle corps. He thought all that there was in it 
might have been assumed by the clause without 
the amendment. He could not, however, see any 
objection to it, and would move that the amend­
ment be agreed to, but that it be amended by adding 
the words "while actually serving therein" after 
the word "shall" in the 3rd pmagraph. It would 
be a great pity to provide that the mere fact of 
a man becoming competent should exempt him 
frorn serving in case of emergency. 

Amendment agreed to as amended. 
On the motion "of the PREMIER, the Corn• 

mittee agreed to the Legislative Council's 
amendments in clauses 56 and 57. 

The PREMIER moved that the amendments 
of the Legislative Council in clause 59 be agreed 
to. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITHsaid that, 
when the clause was under discussion before,it gave 
the Premier and the Commandant great !rouble to 
convince the Committee that it would be possible 
to put the marine force under army regulations. 
After several consultations they seemed to con• 
sider that it would be possible, but they found 
after further consideration that it would not do j 
so they hadintroducedaclause wherebythemarine , 
force "shall be subject to the Queen's regulations 
and Admiralty instructions for the government 
of Her Majesty's naval service." That was very 
much in accordance with the advice given by thG 
Opposition side. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Corn• 

mittee agreed to the Legishttive Council's amend· 
ments in clauses 60, 76, 79, 83, and 85; also to 111 
new clause to follow clause 8lj, 
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The House resumed ; the CHAIR1IAN ·reported 
that the Committee had agreed to one of the 
Legislative Council's amendments with an 
amendment, and had agreed to the other amend­
ments. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the report 
was adopted; and the Bill was ordered to be 
returned to the Legislative Council with a mes· 
sage intimating-

That the Legislative Assembly have agreed to one of 
the JJegislative Council's amendments 'vith an amend­
ment, in which they invite the concurrence of the Legis­
lative Council, and have agreed to the other amend­
ments. 

That the J.Jegislative Assembly do not insist on their 
privileges in respect to certain amendments of the 
Legislative Council with regard to the office of senior 
naval otlleer, such amendments being in furtherance of 
the intentions of the Legislative Assembly. 

SUPPLY-LOAN ESTIMATES. 
On the Order of the Day being read for the 

House to g-o into Committee of Supply, 
The COLONIAL TREASUREH (Hon. J. R. 

Dickson) said:-
lVIR. SPEAKER,-

In moving the resolution to go into Committee 
of Supply, I purpose to make a few remarks on 
the Loan Estimates for 1884-1>, which I have the 
gratification to submit to the House. These 
Estimates embrace an amount sur>•assing in 
magnitude any previous Loan proposal ; but 
which is, I confidently assert, such as the cir­
cumstances of the colony demand and its finan· 
cial position and credit enable it tu sustain. 
This colony may be likened unto a man com­
mencing business with small means, who has 
inherited large sources of material wealth, unde­
veloped through Jack of capital, mistrust of 
investors, or want of a market, having but a 
small amount of ready money, and equally re­
stricted credit, has at length surmounted pre· 
liminary difficulties, and having wisely conserved 
his credit and duly discharged, as they matured, 
his obligations, finds himself in a position to 
make unwonted use of his good name, and with 
such extended credit to afford unprecedented 
encouragement to the further and fuller develop­
ment of his great natural sources of wealth. 
That the present time is opportune for a vailing 
ourselves of the credit of the colony to an un­
prececlently large extent is not only judicious, but 
I contend, absolutely necessary. Unfortunately, 
through abnormally severe seasons which have 
prevailed throughout Australia, one at least of 
our great national and producing industries has 
been severely smitten. The great pastoral in· 
dustry of Australia continuously demands and 
reeeives the support of a large proportion of the 
capital possessed by our financial institutions; and 
although I have no doubt that, with a return of 
favou:able seasons, the pastoral industry must 
speechly assume largely increased extent and pros­
perity, yet it is not too much to opine that, owing 
tothecauseaforesaid, financial nurture may for the 
present be slightly retarded. In addition it may 
be pointed out that the expenditure of our several 
pastoral establishments in the employment of 
labour, supplies of stores, and construction of 
improvements, all of which contribute to a large 
and permanent circulation of money amono- the 
\vage-earning and business com1nunity, 
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from similar cause be considerably restricted. 
The important agricultural interest has also 
had to contend with a season of unparalleled 
severity, anrl although the drought has happily 
now broken up in the coast and adjacent 
districts, and an abundant wheat harvest has 
rewarded the care of the farmers in the fertile 
lands of the Darling Downs, while the condition 
of general crops on the coast lands is reported to 
be highly encouraging, still the absence of pro-

duction in the immediate past, and the enforced 
purchase outside the colony for a considerable 
time of large quantities of produce which we 
have been hitherto accustomed to see grown 
within, cannot wholly pass away without cr·eat­
ing some apprehension of financial pressure. 
To relieve this feeling is, I contend, among the 
functions of sound administration, and if any 
such feeling should have found aclmissinn into 
the guidance of our large financial in~titutions, 
Government should now by bold vigorous 
action speedily extirpate such nervousness, and 
restore full confidence in the soundness and 
elasticity of our great industries, while suffering 
recovery from a natural temporary depression. 
In the face of these contingencies unfortunately 
too probable, and to prevent as far as possible 
any derangement of the commercial and financial 
interests of the country, Government desire 
to push on with vigour the prosecution of impor· 
taut vublic works, to open up approach to the 
great interior resources of the colony, to stimulate 
pastoral and predial settlement under the encou· 
raging conditions of present land legislation, to 
afford greater facilities of communication be· 
tween the centres of population, to introduce 
a large accession to our population by whom 
industries will be promoted and employ· 
ment for labour be likewise extended, to 
aiel local bodies in their efforts to introduce 
sanitary ~tncl municipal reforms and improve· 
ments within their respective jurisdictions, to 
extend the benefits of communication by the 
electric telegraph to the remoter parts of our 
large territory, to improve our numerous harbours 
and rivers so that they may receive in safety the 
commercial navies of the world ; in short, sir, to 
provide fur such extended public services as are 
embraced in the Loan Estimates-services which, 
while they will immediately contribute to the 
prosperity of the people of the colony throughout 
its full extent, are such as the country not only 
demands, but being largely of a reproductive 
character will, in time, assuredly relieve and 
largely assist the revenue, and thereby become 
important items in the country's national assets. 
And I have yet further to add that, as with the 
impetus to grazing settlement which is afforded 
under the new Land Bill, the financial institu­
tions of the colony may, in all probability, be 
largely applied to for pecuniary assistance, with 
which the present condition of pastoral enter· 
prise might interfere, the maintenance by the 
Government of considerable balances of funds 
within the colony may enable these requirement" 
to obtain fuller and more favourable attention 
than they would otherwise receive, especially 
were money to become stringent. 

I think I have given general reasons why the 
loan is opportune at the present time, and I will 
now proceed to consider the character o£ the 
loan, and will then deal with the financial 
ability of the country to sustain such an addi· 
tional increase to our present indebtedness. 

The proposed loan represents a total of 
£9,980,000, being anticipated provision foil! the 
great public works and services of the colony, to 
cover a period of from three to five YPltrS. Of 
this snm £750,000, or 7 per cent. of the whole 
loan, is appropriated for purposes of immi· 
gration; railways obtain £6,917,000, or 69 per 
cent. ; harbours and rivers £593,000, or 6 per 
cent. ; water supply £250,000, or 3 per cent. ; 
buildings £485,000, or 5 per cent. ; electric 
telegraph extension £250,000, or 3 per cent. ; and 
miscellaneous services £735,000, or 7 per cent. 
of the total loan. I have prepared a table 
showing the percentage of appropriation for each 
service on the several Loan .Estimates since 1863, 
which may prove interesting to hon. members. It 
represeut8 as follow~ ;-



THE PUBLIC DEBT OF THE COLONY. 

---=--.--1~6-. _I 1870_. -~~~~~~~~~~ 1877_. _I 1878_. -~~9-. _I 1881_. _1~=---1~~1 eo~~. _I Total_. -

Immigration ... 
Railways ... . .. 
Harbours and Rivers 
Water Supply ... 
Buildings ... . .. 
Electric Telegraphs 
Miscellaneous ... 

Immigration ... 
Railways 
Harbours and Rivers 
Water Supply 
Buildings ... 

... 

Electric Telegraphs 
Miscellaneous ... 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
... 200,000 50,000 150,000 325,000 150,000 50,000 100,000 350,000 400,000 750,000 2,525,000 
... 890,950 346,568 686,000 7GG,600 126,100 751,600 820,000 2,024,100 336,400 1,822,000 847,000 6,917,000 16,334,318 I 
... 60,000 ... 42,000 125,400 85,000 100,000 100,000 249,000 115,000 184,000 10,000 593,000 1,663,400 
... 15,000 78,500 25,000 54,500 20,000 18,250 87,800 fiO,OOO 250,000 599,050 
... . .. 34,455 44,500 60,000 77,300 8G,300 47,800 80,000 38,400 18,000 37,000 485,000 1,008,755 
... 34,600 60,000 80,800 47,200 2.~,000 70,000 33,000 135,500 10,000 250,000 746,100 
... 5,000 299,977 484,000 259,000 380,100 154,600 147,000 511,650 478,900 84,000 135,000 735,000 3,674,227 

£ 1,170,950 765,600 1,466,500 1,695,300 740,700 1,322,000 1,184,800 3,053,000 1,089,500 2,643,500 1,439,000 9,980,000 26,5fi0,8fi0 
----------------------~----

PERCENTAGE Ol!' EACH ITEM TO TOTAL 01!' EACH LOAN. 

17 7 10 19 14 28 7 ... . .. 10 4 3 ... 
... 76 45 46 45 17 57 69 67 31 69 58 69 
... 5 ... 3 8 11 8 9 8 11 7 1 6 
. .. 2 5 4 4 2 8 2 3 ... .. ... 
... . .. 4 4 4 11 7 4 3 3 ... 3 5 
... ... 4 4 4 6 2 2 3 5 1 3 ... 
... ... 40 33 15 51 12 12 17 44 3 9 7 

----------------------------------
100 lOO lOO 100 100 100 1 100 lOO 100 100 100 

*The Loan of 1882 includes the sum of £707,500 to retire the Loan of 1863, and the Loan of 1894 includes the sum of £1,019,000 to retire the Loan 
of 1864, the items of these Loans in both cases being classified under the same heads of appropriation as in the original Loans:-

I I 1863. I 1864. 

Immigration . . . . .. 
Railways ... . .. 
Electric Telegraphs .. . 
Roads and Bridges .. . 
Public Buildings .. . 
Harbours and Rivers 
Water Supply ... 
Loans to Local Bodies 

£ 
100,000 
250.000 
85,500 
84,000 
18.000 

120.000 
50,000 

£ 
100,000 
847,000 
10,000 

37,000 
10,000 

...
1 

... I 1s.ooo 
--- I 

£1 707,500 1,019,000 

lOO 

9 
62 
6 
2 
4 
3 

14 
-----

lOO 

~ 
~ 
~ 

r-1 ..... 
01 

l:j 
01 ,., .. 
I!:: 
td .. 
1:!:1 

.:..... 
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>§ 
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Hon. members will see that the average of 
total appropriations for the services granted out 
of Loan, including the proposed new loan, corn~ 
l'~"re with the present Estimate'' as follows:­
Gncler the head of Railways, pruvision is made 
in the present :Estimates to the extent of G9 per 
cent., a.s ag-:tin~t an average of G2 per cent. ; 
'Vater Supply 3 per cent., as against an average 
of 2 per cent. ; Harbours and Hivers and :Electric 
Telegraphs obtain an appropriation of G per cent. 
and 3 per cent. respecth·ely, beiug the average 
provision on our tutal loan for these RerviC('s; 
while the item of Immigration represents 
7 per cent., as again~t 'an avera.ge of D 
per cent. ; and Miscellaneous Servi\'e~, princi~ 
pally consisting of non·reprocluctive works, 
are reduced from an average proviRion of 
14 per cent. to 7 per cent. on the present Loan 
Estimates. It will he ohsened from the fnre­
;;oing tlmt the dtosire of Government to confine, 
as far as practicable, the credit of the colony to 
the borrowing of loan n1nneys for construction 
of reproductive works has been carefully con­
sidered in framing the present :E"timates, all(] 
forms one of their most prominent featm·ee. 

I do not intend, sir, to enter fully upon the 
merits of the r<'spective services, retaining for the 
Committee of Supply detailed information con­
cerning their several reqnirernents ; but I nu:ty 
briefly state that the appropriation for immigration 
made from former loans, a11d from the Special Sur­
]'lns Hevenne vote of 1884-5, has been exhausted, 
owing to the 1tbnornmlly large <''<!Jencliture which 
'vas incurred during that year. The expentli­
tnre for this service has been as follows, since 1st 
,T nly, 1882 :-
Balance of loan vote unexpended 

for immigTation on that date 
Loan vote 1882-3 . . . . .. 
Repayments during year 

Expenditure for 1882-3 .. . 

Debit balance ... .. . 
Expenditure for year 1883·4 

Loan vote, lS83 . .. .. . 
Hepayment during the year 

Creditloiln balance on 30thJ nne, 
188L. 

./!_' N. d. 
l,fHS 0 8 

2t50,000 0 0 
78 .5 1 

2i\1,72G 5 9 
~58,2U2 11 G 

G,illiG 5 () 
28·:!,289 li'i 7 

300,85() 1 4 

300,000 0 0 
\Jl3 17 fi 

300,al5 17 (} 

50 16 2 

\Vhile the Specin.l8upplementary ApprotJriation 
vote of H;R3-'1 on account of Innnigration, anlmn1t­
jng to £150,000, has been drawn against up to 31Rt 
October, 1884, to the extent of £137,.51!!, leaving 
a balance aYailable on that date of £12,481. 

Government anticivate that, with the increase 
in public works which the present loan pro­
posa,ls n1nst effect, a large accession to mu popu­
lation will spontaneously accrue throut:h the 
encourageu1ent and opportunitiet~ afforded there­
by to the lnbouring classes, and thns tend to re­
lieve the expenditure of the State in this direction. 

The Hail way votes, including provision for the 
extension westward of the three trunk lines, will 
commend themselves to the approval nf hon. 
members. The requirements of the colony have 
been carefully studied, and the construction of 
line' of the most pressing character has been in­
cluded in the present Estimates. It would be 
impossible to make provision at the present time 
for the construction of every raihnty required in 
the colony, the necessity for which could doubtless 
be ably demonstrated by each hon. member. 

Government desire to proceed with such as havs 
been most mgently clerm1nded by the people, 
and such as v;il! form part of a complete future 
raihvay systein. 

Provision is asked to complete extension nf the 
ll1'>in line of the IV e.;tern Railway to Charleville. 
£3\JO,OOO lms been previously voted to complete 
the line 130 miles west of Rmna ; to extend to 
Charleville, the aclclitim1al amount of £02,000 is 
required under the :Engineer's estimate. From 
Charleville, 120 miles of further extension is 
estimated to be constructed for £3,000 per mile. 
'rhe extension of the Southern 1\ailway to the 
innction on the border of J'\ ew South \Y ales 
~eqnires provision for the construction of 20:J­
mi!es from Stanthorpe, extending to within 11 
miles of Tenterfielcl. The balance a' ailable of 
the pre, .. ent vote, atnnunting to £4:),000, requires 
further provision to the extent. t>f £il2,000 for 
this o!Jject. 

The nece,,ity of a double line between Brisbane 
and Ipswich must be readily admitted by hon. 
members, who will reflect on the large amount of 
traffic which at the present this single line has to 
r-mstain. .t\. new line from Brisbane to (~yrnpie 
7'i,( Caboolture is submitted on the J<:stimates. 
This railway, in ib;;elf of great in1portance 
in connecting the capit:d with <~ympie and 
l\Iaryborough, fonns <-'t counecti11g line in ~he 
policy of a coastal system of railways whwh 
Government desire to see in time bind the im­
portant towns of the coast in clo.ser communica­
tion. Another new railway from Brisbane to 
Cleveland will facilitate a larg·e extent of sub­
urban settlement, ancl, like the Sandgate line, 
beccnne an excellent }Jaying inYestnwnt. Pro­
vision for this service is asked to the extent 
of £80,000. The remoteness of the noma­
street station, in Brisbane, has long been 
felt a great inconvenience by railway travel­
lers. Provision is asked for the extew;ion 
of the line into the city, adjacent to the 
K ormal Schools, Ed ward street, and for the 
further extension to Fortitude Vallev. Pro­
visi'm is required to comvlete the South ~Brisbane 
Branch, for which £44,000 was vreviously voted. 
The estimated cost of the works was £50,000, in 
addition to which resum)Jtion of land has cost 
about £12,000; and to construct additional 
station \Yorks, alterations in grade, fencing, 
lengthening of tunnel, diversion of Collins street, 
new roads and suneys, etc., not provided for 
in original estimate, a further amount of £4.'),000 
is requirrd. The nece~~ity of increasing wharfage 
accommodation for the shipment of coal, etc., 
at So11th Brisbane, has decided the Government 
to ask for £25,000 to extend the railway wharves 
there a fnrther length of 700 feet; and £50,000 
is further required to carry the line into a more 
central and convenient position in South 
Brisbane than is afforded by the site of the pre­
sent Btation. 

Provision is also required to complete the 
Logan ]ine to BeenJeigh and to 11roceed wit.h 
extension to Southport and the border. Tlus 
will also form part of the coastal system of 
railways. £70,000 is asked for the construction 
of the Upper Logan Branch to Beaudesert, a 
distance of twenty miles. 

The Sanclgate line, which was constructed for 
£RG,OOO-the amount originally voted-reqnires 
£2i'i,OOO additional; to cover eXjJenditure on re­
smnption of land, £11,000; and for rolling.stock, 
extra works, double line at Lutwychc, interlocking 
signals, level crossings, platforms, Ridings, tele­
graph lines, etc., not included in estimate­
£1.4, 000. The traffic on this line necessitates the 
construction of a double line throug-hout from 
Brisbane to the .Junction, for which £15,000 is 
further requested. 



Supply. [15 DECEMBER.] Supply. 1877 

The Brisbane River Valley Branch, extended 
to Mount Esk-a further distance of twenty-two 
miles to construct-requires £45,000 in addition 
to a balance from last vote of £46,000 remaining 
unexpended. 

The Fassifern line, to be extended to Coochin 
-an additional length of seventeen miles to con­
struct-requires further provision to the extent 
of £3'*,000; the balance of b.st loan v,ote unex­
pended amounting- to £3G, 000. 

A new branch line-the Laidley Creek 
Branch-is intended to provide railway communi­
cation to the farmers of that district, for a 
present distance of ten miles from the Southern 
and ·western Railway. 

'rhe extension of the Highfielils Railway to 
Crow';;; Nest requirecl an additional RUln of 
£24,000. The bnJance of the vote unexpended 
repr<lsents .1:47,000, and the additional distance 
to be cow;tructed ie eighteen miles. Authorisa­
tion is also asked for the construction of the 
Beauaraba branch line, sixteen miles, at a cost of 
£48,000, and for the construction of the Drayton 
deviation, on the Sonthern and \Vestern Rai]w,ty, 
whereby a Having of eight or nine n1iles will be 
made in the journey between Toowoomba and 
\Varwick, at an estimated cost of £44,000. 

A further appropriation of £65,000 to complete 
the line from \Varwick to Killarney is required, 
in addition to the original vote on account, 
£50,000. In connection with these supple­
mentary votes to complete, I would observe that 
they have been framed so as to provide for cost 
of permanent-way m»terial, for which trn-nsfer> 
have yet to be nmde on the following lines­
nmnely. South Brisbane, Sandg:tte, Brisbane 
River Valley, Fe~ssifern, Highfielcli;, andKillarney 
branch lines. 

Provieion to the extent of £500,000 is asked 
for the extension of the Southern and Western 
line from Ipswich to \Varwick direct, whereby a 
saving in distance of fifty-four miles on the line 
'li(t Toowoomba will be effected. The proposed 
liue i~ eHtirrutted as seventy-Heven 1niles in 
length, and will bring the southern border of 
the colony into direct communication with the 
seaboard. 

A southern border line from \V arwick to­
wards St. George h; also placed on these 
Estimatee, and £2,)0,000 is asked on account. 
This is a line which i> highly desirable, 
not only in the interests of the communities 
prodded thereby with railway communication, 
but a!"'' to protect the revenue and maintain the 
trade of the colony within our own territory, 
inasmuch as onr southern neighbours, fron1 the 
extension of their railways to within compara­
tively short distC~nces of our Bouthern C~nd south­
weHtern frontierr:;, are rapidly acquiring a rrwno~ 
poly of our inland trade to the prejudice of our 
ow11 merchants and importers, C~nd to the loss 
of traffic on our own inlancllineo; of rn,ilway. 

In the \Vide Bay nncl Burnett district pro­
vision to the extent of £250.000 is asked for the 
1\Iaryborongh aml Gaynda!o' lhilway. The esti­
matecl di,tance is 100 miles, of which 87 miles 
will have to be constructed. 

Additional pl'ovision of £3.'),000 is required to 
complete the .:\hryborough a!Hl Gympie line. 
The total expenditure of this rctilway has 
"'mounted to £'100,34G, the pre,·ious votes repre­
senting £3ti5,500. The additional amount re­
quired is due to construction of \Vharf Branch 
and extension, wharf, including craneR, turn­
tables, Kent-street cui vert, Y engarie Branch 
siding, and new station works, etc. Further 
provision for the :\Iary bormwh \Vharf Branch 
Extension is also required to tl~e extent of £8,000, 
to provide for T\:.ent-Rtreet -Extension, for coal 
stages, e~nd "'chlitional buildings, :\1ary borough 

station. A further sum of £25,000 is also 
asked on account of the line, JI.Iaryborough 
to Burrum. The amount of previous vote 
was £54,000, the total expenditure being 
£70,680. The ttmount now to be voted io 
to meet cost of Bunum Bridge, extension to 
Ho ward, fork line, cost of land and rolling-stock, 
etc., not included in original estimate. An 
additional sum of £100,000 is requested to cmu­
plete the railway from Howard to Bnudaherg, 
for which .£8:'5,000 has been previously voted. Hou. 
tnernhers will oLserve R. new service prnvicled­
namely, "'line from Bundaberg towards Gladstone 
for which £150,000 is asked on account. This 
line, moet important in itself, will open up a 
large extent of country vahuLble for settlement, 
and will form an important section of the coastal 
system of railways, which, if the present Loan 
lJroposals are sanctioned, '\vill then extend hmu 
the 'l\veed to Gbdstone. 

A branch line to the Isis Scrub. estimated to 
cost £20,000, is aleo provided. The rlistance to be 
built is 11£ mile<, leaving the J'.Ifiryborough and 
Bundaberg line at 30 miles from }faryborough and 
terminating at the Isis Scrub. The line Bunda­
berg to :Mount Perr~- requires addition»! provision 
to the extent of £30,000 to snpplement the 
amount p!·eviously voted, £:l08,000. This addi­
tional amount is to meet expenditure not pro­
vided in original esti1nate on station '\Yorks, 
workshops, for1ning Perry street, surveys, super­
vision, etc., etc. 

Provision for the Central Rn-ilway to complete 
the 130-mile extension from Retreat, dmnands 
£110,000 n,dditional; this ]Jrvvision covers the 
completion of eection G to Pine Hill, section 7 to 
;r ericho; am! for the further conc.pletion of the 
line from 30.'\ to 327 miles, being balance 
of 130 miles for which partial provision had 
alreMly been made by Parliament on Loan Esti­
mates of 1870. A further extension of 120 miles 
west is submitted, estimated to cost £3GO, 000. 
A new bridge over the Dawson River requires 
£25,000; anr! the Clermont Branch to complete 
asks for £35,000, in C~ddition to ,1:135,000 pre­
viously voted. £10,000 is required for railway 
whal'f, Rockhampton; and proviaion is also made 
for a new service~ the En1u l_)ark Railv.:a.y, at an 
estim~ted cost of £G4,000. This line will be a 
great boon to the residents of llockham pton, 
and when constructed is confidently anticipated 
to eftual in remunerativeness the Sandg<tte aJHl 
other suburban lines of railw~y. 

Provision to the extent of £1,62~,000 is ~sked 
for the ::'\orthern R.oilwaye. The extension 
westward from Hughenden of the Northern line 
100 miles is propoeed, at an estimate, to cost 
£300,000. 

Between Townsville and Charters Towers 
further provision, a1nounting to .£30,000, is 
rer1uired to complete; the extension to Towus­
ville jetty and wharves demands f;20,000; a new 
bridge over the Hurdekin River is estimated 
at £40,000; am! deviation over the H.ange at 
£30,000. 

A sum of £400,000, in addition to the present 
vote of £200.000, is asked for the construction of 
the Herherton ancl C>tirns railway. The line, 
Cooktown towards 1\laytown, for which £130,000 
has been 1 >reviously voted, requires a further vote 
on account of .£1:30,000. Tbe commencement of 
n, new service to open up the Gulf country is sub­
mitted. Provision fOl' a !in~. of railway from 
Cloncurry to the Gulf of Carpentaria is proposed, 
and a vote of £500,000 on account is asked. 
Government have hn-d a survey :tnd report on 
the character of the Gulf ports and rivers re­
cently prepared ; but are not yet in a position to 
definitely st>tte which will be the better terminus 
in the Gulf for this most important line. 
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A provision of £100,000 to construct a line 
from Bowen to the coalfields is submitted in 
these Estimates, towards which service the 
previous loan vote for Bowen and Haughton Gap 
Railway, amounting to £150,000 and remaining 
unexpended, will, with sanction of Parliament, 
be transferred. 

Provision for surveys of these and other lines 
of railway is also required, and an amount of 
£90,000 for this service is proposed for the 
Southern, Central, and Northern Divisions. A 
large vote for rolling-stock, amounting to 
£737,000, appears on thege Estimates. A con­
siderable portion of this vote has been an~icipated 
in the construction and importation of e.ngines, 
rolling-stock, and plant absolutely required in 
the past to keep our railways properly equipped 
to meet the growing traffic on the respective lines. 

. Provision is also made for the continued im­
provement of the harbours and rivers of the 
colony, working of the dredgeG wheresoever 
located, new dredge plant, jetties and harbour 
works generally. Provision is also made for 
lighthouses, £10,000; various important public 
buildings, £485,000: bridges on main roads, 
£100,000; electric telegraph extension, £250,000; 
loans to local bodies, £500,000; water supply 
and storage, £250,000; defences of the colony, 
£100,000; and deficit on the loans of 1881, 1882, 
and 1883-4, which, being realised in a most 
favourable market, only suffered a depreciation 
of £35,000; cm a gross total of over £5,172,000. 

I have now briefly explained the character of 
the loan, and shall proceed to deal with the finan­
cial ability of the country to sustain such further 
indebtedness. 

I desire to remind hon. members who have 
expressed surprise at the magnitude of the loan 
-which, as I have already stated, is assumed to 
make provision for services for a period of from 
three to five years hence-th11,t between August, 
1879, and January, 1884, a period of four and 
a-half years, the sum of £8,225,000 was autho­
rised to be borrowed by this House; or, to put 
the position more clearly, between April, 1880, 
and May, 1883, inclusive, an interval of thirty­
seven months, Queensland loans have been sold 
in the London market to the extent of £8,250,000; 
our present loan, therefore, is but slightly in 
excess of a sum which has been freely obtained 
within a space of little over three years in the 
past. 

I think it is almost superfluous for me, after 
this, to remind hon. members of the growing 
favour of Australian bonds with the home 
investor. Ind~ed, exceptionally favourable cir­
cumstances have of late combined to produce 
this result. 

Not only has money been abundant, but a 
financial experiment by the Imperial Govern­
ment to convert a portion of the 3 per cent. 
consols into stock bearing a reduced rate of 
interest has met with small encouragement, and 
has elicited the following opinion from the leading 
financial brokers of the London Stock Exchange: 
-"It is now generally known that the amount 
nf British 3 per cents. converted into 2~ or 2ft 
per cents. is very small, and that the whole 
scheme has practically failed. Whatever further 
steps the Imperial Government may deem neces­
sary to take towards effecting a con version 
9ither voluntary or compulsory, a great mass of 
proprietors now holding British consols will 
!f!'adually accept the better terms offered by our 
volonial Governments, and an improvement in 
the value of these securities may with confidence 
be anticipated, provided the loan issues are 
regulated in such a manner as to prevent large 
I\PC1Hulllations of stocks in the market,:· 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH: What 
authority are you quoting? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 
From Westgarth's Financial Circular for Sep­

tember. In estimating the ability of the colony to 
bear this additional loan, we have before us the 
knowledge of its past progress, from which we 
may find the strongest encouragement to our 
present action. 

In 1866 the population of the colony numbered 
96,000; the indebtedness under loan amounted 
to £3,021,250, of which sum £1,325,000 had been 
actually expended in rail way construction. 'rhe 
net annual earnings from our railways amounted 
to £18,210 or under 1~ per cent. on cost of con­
struction. 

In 1876-7, ten years later, with a population 
of over 203,000, and a total indebtedness of 
£7,689,000, of which sum £3,526,720 had been 
expended in railway construction, the net annual 
earnings of the Queensland railways attained to 
£78,620, or about 2! per cent. 

In 1883-4, with a population of 288,000 and a 
loan indebtedness of £16,570,850, of which sum 
£8,009,000 had been expended in railway con­
struction, the net earnings from such rail ways 
amounted tu £273,331, or nearly 3~ per cent. on 
the whole of the capital sum so employed ; and 
it must be remembered that a considerable por­
tion of this sum has been expended on construc­
tion not yet open to traffic. During the year 
last mentioned the Treasury also received 
£96,106 for interest on the unexpended portion 
of our loan balances ; so that in 1883-4 the net 
earnings of our railways, together with the inte­
rest accruing on our loan balances, contributed 
£369,437, or an amount sufficient to discharge 
the annual interest on a portion of our loan 
indebtedness to the extent of £9,235,000, leaving 
the consolidated revenue to provide interest 
on a sum of £7,235,000 only, the balance of our 
loan indebtedness apparently not directly repro­
ductive. 

It has been contended that the Administration 
of the day should notfetterthehandsofits possible 
successors by committing the country to large 
loan obligations at one time, and thereby preclude 
a successive Government from operating in the 
London market to carry out its own policy. 

I attach no value whatever to 1;his objection. 
As well might it be urged that no Government 
should commit the country to any national 
domestic policy which would survive the tenure 
of office of its creators. 

Government hold to the opinion that the 
true financial policy for this country to pursue 
is to proceed with public works of a repro­
ductive character with the aid of moneys 
obtained on loan from the public creditor. 
And this view, which has never yet been 
practically departed from by any previous Ad­
ministration, which is considered through­
out our sister colonies as a prudent course 
of action, will undoubtedly be adhered to 
in the future so long as we require financial 
assistance. And the present being an exception­
ally favourable time for financial operations of 
an extensive scale, justifies Government in for­
mulating a comprehensive policy at the present, 
rather than distribute our loans in indefinite 
applications to the public creditor from year to 
year. 

It is satisfactory for me to state that up to the 
present time the revenue for the year 1884-5 
has fully maintained and even exceeded the 
estimate for the year. In certain services, such 
as Customs, the anticipated revenue is being 
Jargel;r exceeded indeecl, 
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It may therefore be freely admitted that the 
rapid progress made by the country in the past 
will be largely augmented and stimulated by the 
present Loan policy, and as with the encourage­
ment of immigration and land settlement popu­
lation and production must largely and rapidly 
increase, the augmented charge for interest dis­
tributed over four or five years hence, will, I am 
assured, be provided without any appreciable 
pressure. 
If hem. members will but reflect on the im­

mense territorial area to be opened up for closer 
pastor11l settlement and occupation under the 
present Land Bill, and will remember that 
in the unsettled districts alone the area of land 
included in the schedule represents 173,209 
square miles-42,540 square miles being classified 
as unavailable, so that 130,759 square miles 
are now held at an average rental under 17s. lld. 
per square mile. If only one-third of the avail­
able area were resumed, and but £2 per square 
mile paid on the other two-thirds, th<l increase to 
revenue from these pastoral rents alone would 
amount to over £62,000, while from the remain­
ing one-third and the so-called unavailable 
42,540 square miles to be occupied under grazing 
farms a very large additional amount must 
annually accrue. 

I hnve not, sir, referred here to the intention of 
the Government in disvosing of the loan when 
authorised. It perhaps might be premature to 
make any definite statement concerning the 
intention of the Government in that direc­
tion. They will, of course, be guided by 
the condition of the London money market, 
and by the facilities given for placing the loan. 
It has been stated by the outside public, without 
any authority, that it was the intention of the 
Government to sell the whole of the loan simul­
taneously. They have never decided on any such 
action, and I think such a course would be ex­
ceedingly undesirable, as it would commit the 
country to the payment of a large amount of 
interest nnnually upon money that is not actually 
required at the present time for public works. 
The proper policy for the Government to pursue. 
will be to sell such portion of the loan annually 
as they may deem necessary, and as the favour­
able condition of the money market presents. My 
desire is that, if any large instalments be sold, 
the money accruing therefrom should be intro­
duced into the colony. While the banking 
account of the Government should be fully main­
tained, I think that the other banking corpora­
tions should also be invited to become 
custodians of part of our public funds, and I 
believe that a satisfactory agreement can be 
made with them on the condition that these 
deposits so made should be withdrawn from them 
ratably, and with due notice beforehand. This 
position has afforded me a large amount 
of consideration, and I think it my dnty to 
mention at this time that the Government have 
no intention whatever of selling this large 
loan in one sum, and introduce an unprece­
clentedly large extent of English capital into 
the colony, which would doubtless as prejudi­
cially affect the financia.l condition of the colony 
in the future as the want of funds wonld at the 
present t1me. I have deemed it necessary to 
make these remarks concerning the character of 
our loan proposals, and I think, sir, I may con­
clude my remarks by referring to what I said at 
the beginning of this year in connection with 
the loan proposals of the Government. and the 
position of our loan indebtedness ; 'and these 
views, I may say, have been fortified in my 
mind by the fullest consideration :-

"I am of opinion that the loan indebtedness of the 
colony is a matter of congratulation instead of appre­
hension. With the assistance of sixteen millions of 
l;!!Jl'li~ll capital, we lmn within twent)'-thre~ )'eHrs illJilt 

up a prosperous nation. Starting in 1860 with a revenue 
of £1i8,000, and a population of 29,056, we are to-day_ in 
receipt of an annual revenue of over £2,500,000, w1th 
a l)Opnlation of nbout 285,000, whose individual average 
accnmula..tions and industrial prosperity will contrast 
most favourably with any other portion of the British 
Empire. \\'rill any hon. member say that equal progress 
would have been accomplished had we refrained from 
borrmving? Our indebtedness to the public creditor is 
generally represented to be secured by our great and 
valuable territorial estate; but, sir, I think I may truly 
urge that the great national works which, through 
our borrowing pmvers, we have been enabled to construct, 
are of themselves tangible assets as against our liabili­
ties, and are rapidly and largely contributing to the 
liquidation of the annual interest accruing on moneys 
employed in their construction. Take, for example, our 
railways. rrhe receipts for the year ending 31st Decem­
ber, 1883, from the Southern and -western, Mary­
borough and \Vide Bay, Central a,nd Northern lines, 
amounted to £5·.H,616, \Yhile the working expenses for 
the same period amounted to £286,463, showing a net 
annual earning of £255,153; being at the rate of £3 Is. 
lld. per cent. upon the sum o! £8,240,544. the amount 
actually expended up to the same date in the construc­
tion of these railways. It will be seen, therefore, that 
the profit from these services during 1883 furnished a 
contribution sufficient to cover the interest accruing on 
£6,100.000 of our Public Debt, thereby virtually extin­
guishing that amount of our indebtedness and relieving 
the Treasury of an annual pressure to the extent of the 
interest on that sum. 

"And I think I may further point out that, while our 
total authorised debt amounts to £16,150,850, our de­
bentures yet unsold, amounting to £1,233,000, reduce 
the debt to £14,917,850; while our expended J,mtn Funds 
on 3: st December, 1883, amounting to £924,690, still 
further diminish our actual loan indebtedness at that 
date to £13,993,160; which, if distributed over our 
present estimated population-285,000-would show a 
ratio of under £50 per inhabitant; or, if we take the 
full amount of our authorised indebtedness-namely, 
£l6,150,850~we find that the net enrnings from our 
railways furnish a set-off against £6,100.000 of thi~ obli­
gation; while the interest accruing on this unexpended 
loan balances further provides for the annual charge on 
an additional £2,000,000. rl'he Consolidated Revenue Fund 
is therefore bnrthened only to the extent of the annual 
interest on a loan capital under £8,000,000, being 
the amount invested in not directly reproductive 
works, but which sum has nevertheless been expended 
on, and is represented by, permanent and substantial 
assets, in the shape of various public works and build­
ings. The amount of such not directly productive loan 
expenditure-being under £8,000,000~gives a ratio of 
£28 per head of population; while the annual interest 
chargeable agaim;t the consolidated revenue on this 
unproductive portion of our debt amounts to 
about £400,000, allowing one-half of s.uch unpro­
ductive portion of loan to be represented by the 
outstanding 6 per cent. debentures. And in addition 
to our successful ra,ilway investments, let it be 
remembered that we have further spent out of loan 
£500,000 in electric telegraphs, which transmit com­
munication throughout the length and breadth of the 
colony and over an extent of territory at a rate 
relatively lower than in any other country. \\re have 
improved the interior condition of the country by the 
expenditure of £693,000 on onr public roads, and have 
erected public buildings to the extent of £532,000. Our 
numerous harbours and rivers have been improved by 
the expenditure of £932,00(), while local government 
has been encouraged by the timely loan aid of £367,000; 
and, in addition to all this. we have been continuously 
adding to our population by the expenditure of one and 
a-half millions for immigration purposes. Surely, M1·. 
Fraser, when objection is taken to ou1· loan indebted­
ness, critics must deliberately shut their eyes to the 
magnitude of the benefits which the colony has derived 
as well as to the character of the investments which 
have been built up through such indebtedne'is. And 
as has been the case with the parent country so will it 
be with Queensland, especially if we borrow for repro­
ductive works-the larger the indebtedness tbe greater 
will be the prosperity of the country, and greater still 
its ability not only to pay the interest but to contract. 
if necessary, fresh obligations." 
To those views I still adhere, and I am convinced 
that the loan proposals of the Government at 
the present time will do more to float the country 
over any present financial pressure that might be 
felt-will do more to float it into a fuller tide of 
prosperity than by the driblets of loans which we 
have heen accustomed to des! with in the 
pa,,t, A-pvrehe!lsion js [!.]wflys f~lt, dol!bt]es~, 
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when a country borrows to a larger extent than 
it has formerly been accustomed to do; but 
I should like to dispel that apprehension, 
and the feeling that a large amount of capital 
will not be administered with a due regard 
to economy. I see no reason .to anticipate 
any such result, nor do I believe that any 
apprehension will be felt on that score. I did 
intend, Mr. Speaker, to move that you do now 
leave the chair, and the House go into Com­
mittee of Supply; but I believe it will be 
more convenient that the consideration of the 
Estimates be taken at a later period of the 
evening, and I will therefore move that the con­
sideration of this Order of the Day be post­
poned until after the consideration of Order of 
the Day No. 2. 

The HoN. SkR T. MaiL WRAITH: The 
object of the motion made by the hon. gentle­
man is that we may take Supply later in the 
evening? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : Yes. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I suppose 

the hon. gentleman's intention in moving his 
motion is that we shall have an opportunity of 
digesting his speech and go on with the Loan 
Estimates early to-morrow? 

The PREMIER : Yes, the first thing to­
morrow. 

Question put and passed. 

OFJ!'ICIALS IN PARLIAMENT BILL­
COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the Speaker 
left the chair and the House went into Com· 
mittee of the \Vhole to consider this Bill in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clause 1, as follows:-
"The Governor may from time to time by proclama­

tion declare any officers of the Crown, not exceeding 
seven in all, and being officers liable to retire from 
office on political grounds, to be capable of being elected 
members of the Legislative Assembly, and of sitting and 
voting therein. 

"Any six of the officers so declared shall be capable 
of being so elected and of sitting and voting in the 
Legislative Assembly at the same time. 

"Provided that not more than six of such officers shall 
at any one time be members of the Legislative Assembly, 
and if at the time of the election of any one of such otllcers 
to be a member of the Legislative Assembly six of such 
officers are already members thereof, bis election shall 
be null and void, and a writ shall forthwith issue for the 
election of a member in his stead." 

The PREMIER said that, as some time had 
elapsed since the second reading of the Bill, it 
might be advisable to explain in a few words the 
objects aimed at by it. One object, of course, 
was to provide for an additional Minister, and 
the other to make the arrangement as to what 
Ministers should sit in that Chamber more 
flexible. As the law at present stood, the Colo· 
nial Secretary, the Attorney-General, and the 
Colonial Treasurer could sit in the Legislative As­
sembly with any other two Ministers named by the 
Governor. Under the present system, those two 
Ministers were the Minister for \Vorks and the 
Minister for Lands. and the result was that the 
Postmaster-General must sit in the Legislative 
Council ; no other Minister could sit there. No 
very great inconvenience had arisen yet. It was 
quite clear that the Minister for Lands and the 
Minister for Works must, under almost all 
circumstances, sit in the Assembly. But 
with regard to the Legislative Council it was 
desirable to make the arrangement more flexible. 
In New South \Vales, Tasmania, South Aus· 
tralia, and New Zealand, the Colonial Secretary 
had sat in the Council; and at the present time 
the Attorney-General represented the Govern­
ment in the Legislative Council of New South 
Wales. With respect to the appointment of an 

additional Minister, he did not know that any­
thing could be urged against it. \Vhether an 
additional Minister was appointed or not, he did 
not intend to continue to hold two portfolios 
much longer. It was impossible to perform the 
duties of two departments satisfactorily. He 
did not do it to his own satisfaction by any 
means. Possibly other people did not know 
as much about it as he did. It was high 
time there was another Minister. The gentle­
man at the head of a Government ought not to be 
burdened with so much departmental work as was 
necessary under the present arrangements. There 
was practically no change in the constitution of 
the law, excepting that it would be made more 
flexible. The 5th and 6th sections of the Legis­
lative Assembly Act provided for what he had 
before refe~red to, as to the Ministers who might 
have seats m the Assembly. It was proposed to 
repeal those sections, so that the Governor might 
at any time declare that there should be seven 
members of the Government, any six of whom 
should be capable of sitting in the Assembly. 
The other one, of course, would have to sit in 
the Council. With respect to the seven Minis­
ters it would be for the Government for the time 
being to determine what portfolios should be held. 
There might, for instance, be a J\iinister for 
Railways entirely separate from the Minister 
for 'iVorks, or there might be any number 
of combinations of offices. That was all there 
was in the Bill except an alteration of the 
provision that the Vice-President of the Exe­
cutive Council should receive £300 a year. 
It was now absolutely necessary that the Vice­
President ofthe Council should have a portfolio. 
It had happened sometimes in the other colonies 
that that oflicial did not hold a portfolio. As 
the law stood at present, such an official would 
be incapable of being elected to the Assembly, 
because there was a salary of £300 attached to 
the office. That also was proposed to be made 
flexible. The original intention when that 
salary was passed-it was proposed by him in 
committee in 1874-was that the Premier should 
have ~tn extra allowance for obvious reasons. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said when 
the Bill was under discussion on the second 
reading he took strong exception to its being 
passed. 

The PREMIER: No. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : He was 

very much mistaken if he did not. He believed 
that he pointed out then what he should point 
out now to the Committee. He quite admitted 
the contention of the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Government that he had 
too much work to do- far more than the 
leader of any Government ought to have 
to do. But a large portion of that work the 
hon. gentleman himself had selected - that 
was the administration of the Department of 
Public Instruction. But even laying that depart­
ment aside : Supposing that he had not that 
department, the work in the office of Col'onial 
Secretary was more than the gentleman at the 
head of the Government should have to 
do, considering- that he was responsible for 
the measures of the Government and many 
other things, and had more responsibilities 
than any other member of the Government. 
Therefore he admitted that the hon. gentleman 
had more work than any one man should Le 
asked to do. He admitted also that the Minis­
ter for Works had quite as much work as an 
active man could do. A man who had no private 
work of his own to do could find work enough 
in the Works Department. The Lands Depart· 
ment probably had not so much as the \V orks 
Department; in fact, he was snre, from his 
experience as a Minister and from his knowledge 
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of what his colleagues had to do, that the 
Lands Department had not so much work to do. 
Th3.t disposed of three Ministers whom he 
admitted had enough work to do, or more than 
they ought to be called upon to do. But then 
there were three other Minister;;. There was his 
hon. friend the Colonial Treasurer ; he was sure 
that if that hon. gentleman would tell the Com­
mittee the truth he would say that two hours in 
one day would more than do the work that he 
had to do. 

The COLONIAL TllEASURER: Four 
hours would not do it-continuously. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Seeing 
that he himself had acted occasionally as 
Colonial Treasurer, as JI.!Iinister for '.V orks and 
Mines, and as Minister for Lands, at the same 
time, he thought he ought to have some know­
ledge of the matter. On one occasion he had acted 
as Minister for all the departments except one, 
and therefore he ought to know something about 
the amount of work that had to be done. Of 
course he knew that when the Treasurer was 
framing a ten-million Loan Bill he had a little 
more work than usual ; hut ten-million loans 
were not framed very often. In fact, there 
had been only one during the existence 
of the colony. Then there was the Attorney­
General. Although he had no knowledge 
of his work from actual experience, he could 
speak from another kind of experience-that 
was, the amount of work which the Attorney­
General generally had to bring before the 
Executive Council, and also from the difficulty 
of getting the Attorney-General or his sub­
ordinates to do any kind of work whatever. 

The PREMIER : That was your own Attor­
ney-General. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
admitted that the hon. the Premier when 
Attorney-General did his work as it ought to 
be done. He did not think that his work was 
ever one day behind; he would give him credit 
for that ; but he was sure that other Attorneys­
General, having so little work to do, really did 
not do what they had to do. 'rhen there was the 
Postmaster-General. He was sure that if his hon. 
friend the member for Balonne, who was an ex­
Postmaster-General, were present, he would 
laugh at the idea of the Postmaster-General 
having any work at all to do. He had 
heard that gentleman say in the House that one 
hour a week was quite sufficient to do all the 
work the Postmaster-General had to do, and he 
(Hon. ,T. M. Macrossan) believed it was so. He 
himself had acted as Postmaster-General also, 
so that he had some little knowledge of that 
position as well as that of other Ministers ; and 
knowing, as he did from experience, the work of 
all the Ministers, with the exception of the 
Attorney.General, he really could not see how he 
could he expected to vote for the passing of the 
clause under discussion, giving the Governor 
power to nominate another Minister. That the 
work required rearmnging, he admitted at 
once, and he believed the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government might throw some of the 
work he at present did upon the shoulders of 
his colleagues. The hon. gentleman knew best 
how to arrange that; but he could easily throw 
some of the work he now had to do on to the 
shoulders of the members of the Ministry who 
had so little work to do, one of them being the 
Treasurer, and the other the Postmaster-General. 
And at the same time he thought that the 
Department of Public Instruction might very 
well be shifted on to the Attorney-General. 

The PREMIER: No. 
The HoN. J. M. JYIACROSSAN: The hon. 

gentleman was u lawyer, an~, of course, would 

stick to his class ; but he had no doubt that 
there was a very small amount of work done in 
the Attorney-General's office. 

The PREMIER : A tremendous amount of 
work to be done when it is done. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: There had 
no doubt been a little more lately, because there 
were some prosecutions for kidnapping and so 
forth going on, hut that was not going to occur 
again he hoped- at least it was not likely to 
occur very often. He would admit, for the 
sake of argument, that the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Law Department had had 
more work to do during the last six weeks 
or three months than he had had for the previous 
twelve months, but that was not likely to con­
tinue ; and even if he had a little more work in 
his department it should not prevent him from 
earning his salary by doing sufficient work. He 
did not think that the hon. gentleman earned 
his salary as .Attorney-General, and he might 
very well take the Department o£ Public Instruc­
tion ; or there were matters now dealt with in 
the Colonial Secretary's Department which might 
very properly be put under his charge. There 
was a great deal of the administration of justice 
conducted in the office of the Colonial Secretary 
that might be put on the shoulders of the 
Attorney-General, if the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government thought he was not com­
petent of doing the work of the Department of 
Public Instruction. All the work of the 
administration of the benches of magistrates 
all over the colony, which was at present 
conducted in the office of the Colonial Secretary, 
might very properly come under the administration 
of the Attorney-General, or any other portion of 
the work that the hon. the Premier himself 
thought he should get rid of. He certainly could 
not agree to the passing of the clause. Then as 
to making the procedure more flexible by giving 
the Governor, or rather the Ministers themselves, 
the power of saying which Minister should sit 
in the Upper House, and which should sit in 
that Chamber, he thought it should not be so. 
There were certain Ministers of the Crown who 
ought to sit upon that bench and be subject to 
the criticism of the representatives of the people. 
He did not know of a single Minister they could 
dispense with sitting upon that bench. No 
doubt they could dispense with the Post­
master-General, because if any serious question 
arose it was answered for him by the head 
of the Government. He did not see li1lw 
they could possibly dispense with the MiniS'Il§r 
for Lands, the Minister for \Vorks, the Coloniltl 
'l'reasurer, or the hon. gentleman at the head of. 
the Government. The hem. gentleman said they 
would be only 'following the example of other 
colonies, where it was held that the Colonial 
Secretttry, or the head of the Government, might 
very reasonably sit in the Upper House. That 
was a proposition which he thought members 
of the Committee would never agree to. It 
did not matter to them what they did in 
the other colonies. They had determined those 
things by their own experience and convenience, 
and their own experience was a better guide for 
them than the practice of the other colonies. 
He did not agree with anything the hon. gentle­
man had said in connection with the clause, nor 
did he believe that it should be allowed to pass. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hon. gentlemall laboured under a hallucination 
concerning the amount of work to be done in the 
different departments. Ministers ought not to 
be slaves. They ought not to have to work like 
under clerks. They ought not to have to sup~r­
vise all the details and drudgery of the office, 
yet it appeared to him that was what the Min­
i:;ters had to do now. He could not say how 
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it had arisen, but in order to properly manage 
a department now it demanded from the 
Ministerial head" ttn attendance to minute 
details wholly inconsistent with the chamcter 
of a. Minister. By those who knew him he was 
consHlered a man who was not rtfraid of worl· In 
his walk in life he was not at all afraid of 'bard 
work nor was he afraid of it now. 

The HoN .• J. M. MACROSSAN: Hear, hear! 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yet he 

felt that, were it not from patriotic rnoti ves and 
the honour attached to the position of a Minister, 
he \Vould not accept the position of rrutna/"8r 
of the Treasury, in which the hrm. member 
for Townsville considered there was so little 
work to be done. He could assure the hon. 
gentleman that he was mistaken-that was 
to say, if. the work was to be done thoroughly. 
The ThimJSter had to make himself convers,nt 
with the details of his department and 
he could say that in the Treasury ' there 
was certainlo: four hours' work a day to 
be done contmuously, and that was entirely 
apart from t~e. work of receiving deputations, 
to whom a JHmister should be always accessiule. 
T~e Colonial Secretary was perfectly overladen 
With work, and how he managed to do it without 
sacrificing .his he':'lth was a mystery to him. He 
must s~crtfice his health or his business, and 
everythuig of that sort, for the benefit of the 
public. Seriously speaking, from his knowledge 
of the work done by big colleag-ues and himself 
their duties at the present time were surrounded 
by a _Jot of hard work, necessitating constant 
attentiOn ; and no man of buHiness would care at 
all to accept office as a Thlinister of the Crown 
unle~s he .was induced to .do so from vatriotic 
consideratiOns and a desire to promote the 
welfare ,,f the colony, or in the interests of the 
department. He was sure that measure was one 
that was much required at the present time 
because a redistribution of the work wa~ 
undoubtedly necessary. It came to this : that 
unless additional departments were created 
presided over by Ministers the health of 
Ministers would certainly be 'affected, and no 
man could be expected to devote so much of his 
time as .was now necessary to the work of a depart­
ment, simply for the sake of the Ministerial office. 
The work of the clepartmt>nts had g-rown very 
much of late. He spoke of what, from his own 
knowledge, he knew had occurred during- the last 
twelve months, at any rate; and he said distinctlv 
the work in the different departments had ex­
tended, and Ministers at the present day had to do 
drudgery of the kind which subordinate clei'ical 
officers might be expected to have to undergo at 
the commencement of their career. He trusted 
the Bill would pass, and the departments would 
be so arranged that the public business might 
receive more attention than it could possibly 
receive at the present time. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
admitted at once that the Colonial Secretary 
was overworked. He did not deny that, and it 
was a won<_ler to l~im .how he got through the 
work he did, considermg that he had his own 
business to do as well. He therefore thought he 
should be relie\'ed of a good deal of the work he 
had to do, but not by the means proposed in the 
Bill. He had not charged the Colonial Treasurer 
with being backward in doing the work he had 
to do. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I will not 
take any more. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said that 
what he had said was, that the hon. g-entleman 
had not enough to do. He believed that if the 
hon. gentleman had more work to do he would do 
it. But he had not g-ot it to do. He knew the 
hon, gentleman ha4 a heavy tJrivate ]J~l~iness 

to attend to ; and he (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) 
knew that when he was the Minister for 
\Vorks he did not swear as the heathens 
did ; but he solemnly said he would never do 
so much work again. That was a good rr1any 
years ago, and it interfered with his own 
businAss. The hon. member said that Ministers 
must attend to details; that the practice had 
ari,en in the departments in Queensland that 
Ministers had to attend to details, and that, 
therefore, an additionalMinisterwasrequired. He 
believed it was one of the charges made against 
himself (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) that he attended 
too much to details when he was in office. He 
should therefore know something of the details 
of the department of which he was Minister. 
He might say that when he was administering- a 
department in which he acted as locum tenens for 
one of his colleagues he had gone quite as much 
into the details of that department as he did in 
his own. So that he ou;:(ht to know something of 
the details of the different departments he 
had administered. A Minister should go into 
details, but not into professional details. 
He had looked into the details of the hon. 
gentleman's department, and if the hon. gentle· 
man looked back for a few years he would find 
a great many of his minutes referring to details. 
The argument which the hon. member used 
with respect to details would not hold so far as 
the Bill was concerned, because he did not think 
that Ministers attended more to details now 
than they did some years ago. The work of the 
departments must of necessity have increased 
as the population increased, but the increase 
of population during the last few years had not 
been so extremely great as to demand the 
services of an additional Minister. The hon. 
gentleman's argument, therefore, fell to the 
ground. As to the JYlinisters being slaves, no­
bad~· expected them to be slaves; but there was a 
vast difference between being slaves and having 
very little to do. A man who had to work some 
two or three hours in the week could not be 
considered in the position of a slave, and he 
knew that that was the position which some of 
the Ministers at present in office occupied, as 
well as it was the position which some of the 
members of the late Ministry had been in. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS: No. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the 

Minister for Works said "No"; but he was not 
talking about that hon. member's work at all. 
He knew that hon. g-entleman had a great deal 
more than he could do, and that he could not enter 
into details. Itwasquitesufficient for him todohis 
work in a general way ; but he was talking- about 
offices of which that hon. gentleman probably 
knew very little. He said again, that the work 
of the dej.•artments could be rearranged in such 
a way that no Minister need be overladen 
with work; and, while each one would have 
enough to do, an additional Minister would 
not be rer:~uired. He hoped the Committee 
would not agree to the clause. Hon. mem­
bers must bear in mind that it was not 
merely the salary of an additional Minister 
that would be required, but it was a new 
department that was to be created, and hon. 
members should know what that meant. If 
there was a Minister of a department having 
only £2,000 or £3,000 a year to spend, he 
would look upon himself as unworthy of the 
position of a Minister unless he had nwre than 
that to spend, and he would take very good care 
that he had more to spend, or else his 
colleag-ues would learn the re(tson why. He 
would spend enough, and it was not only £1,000 
a year that would be required for the 
salary of an additional Minister, but in the 
oonrse of 1> few ~ears there wonhl be !ln<Jthel' 
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£15,000 or £20,000 expended in the service of the 
State. That was one of the re>tsons for which 
he objected to the clause and to the proposal 
made by the Government. If it only meant the 
voting of an additional £1,000 a year for an addi­
tional Minister he would not object to it at all; 
but he knew that it was going to cost the country 
very much more than that, >tnd therefore he pro­
tested against it. 

The P 1-tEMIER said he must say a few words 
in reference to the remarks that had just fallen 
from the member for Townsville. That hon. 
gentlem»n stated that the Attorney-General 
might well do the work of the Minister of 
Public Instruction. Well, he (the Premier), 
when Attorney-Goneral, did that work for 
three years a good m»ny years ago, and 
he knew that the work of the Attorney­
Geneml's Department and the Department of 
Public Instruction was » great deal heavier 
than that of the Colonial Secretary's Depart· 
ment at that time. It w»s quite impossible 
now for auy man to perform the work of 
the Attorney-General and Minister for Public 
Instruction as it ought to be performed. 
The hon. gentlem»n also stated that he 
had administered different departments during 
the absence of Ministers, and knew what the 
work w»s like ; but he would reminrl the 
hon. member that the work brought before 
an interim Minister was very different from 
the work to be done by Ministers in the 
ordinary course of things. He (the Premier) 
had administered the Colonial Secretary's De­
partment under those circnmstances, and he 
knew th»t the work then brought before him 
was only what was required to be done imme­
diately. He had had no experience of the Post­
master-General's Department, and could not, 
therefore, say anything »bout it. But he was 
quite certain that it was absolutely necess»ry, if 
the work of the Government was to be done as 
it should be done, to have another Minister. 
In fact, that was admitted more than a year 
ago by members on the other side of the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. P ALMER said it was sc>trcely necessary 
for the Colonial Secretary to tell them that he 
had a good share of work to do ; they were all 
well aware of that. A good many members were 
also aware that, in addition to doing work that 
came to his hand, the hon. gentleman went about 
looking for work-that he appropriated work to 
himself. \Vhen the second reading of the Bill 
w»s under discussion there was a good deal of 
opposition to it. He (Mr. Palmer) spoke against 
it then, and he had not changed his opinions 
since. There were six Ministers in that House, 
and one in the Council, which made seven. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: And one 
at home. 

Mr. P ALMER : It was proposed to create an 
additional Minister, and thus bring the number 
up to nine. InN ew South Wales there were nine 
Ministers, but there the Parliament consisted of 
113 members; in New Zealand the number of 
Ministers was eight, and of members ninety­
five; and in Victori» there were nine Ministers 
in a House of eighty-six members. He 
believed that when there were ten or twelve 
members added to their own House there might 
be an opening for an additional Minister. Of 
course, his experience was limited, and he was 
not qualified to speak with the same know­
ledge as the member for Townsville; but so 
far as he could see, it was a redistribution of 
the work that was required mther than addi­
tional men to do the work. Perhaps some of the 
trips in the "Kate," about which they had 
heard, might account for some of the heavy 
work th~>t fell on Ministers, The Committee 

ought, at any rate, to consider the extra expense 
that would be involved in establishing a fresh 
department. If an additional :Minister were 
>tppointed, an under secret>try and clerk would 
be required--

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. P ALMER : And all the paraphernalia 

necessary for a separate department. Hon. 
members should, he thought, consider that 
expense. He noticed that the Premier did 
not advocate the measure with the same 
force that he did questions he was very serious 
about. He (Mr. Palmer) knew that when he 
went to the Postmaster-General's Office he 
scarcely ever had the honour of meeting the 
Minister. 'l'he business of his district necessitated 
his calling at the Post Office repeatedly, and 
he always h>td to deal with the Under Secretary. 
He had been to the office dozens and dozens of 
times, and had never spent five minutes in the 
company of the Postmaster-General. No doubt 
the whole of the Colonial Secretary's time was 
taken up, and he dared say that Ministers had 
their private business to attend to; but he failed 
to see that any case had been made out for the 
appointment of an additional Minister. 

The P.REMIER said he wished to point out 
that the Bill did not propose to establish a new 
department. There were seven departments 
already and seven under secretaries. The Bill 
simply proposed to a,ppoint another Minister, so 
th»t instead of having one Minister to manage 
two departments, as at present, there should be 
one l'<linister to each department. 

Mr. BLACK said he was inclined to think, 
from what he had seen of the working of the 
public departments, that an addition»] Minister 
was required. He did not often trouble the 
departments, but he must say, from what 
opportunities he had had of observing the work 
to be done, and from what had come to his 
knowledge, he could not help remarking that the 
work was something enormous in some of the 
dep»rtments. The Minister for Lands had a great 
de>tl to do. The Colonial Secretary was enormously 
overworked. It w»s astonishing that the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government 
should even attempt to do the work he got 
through. He (Mr. Black) did not think the 
electors of such a colony »s this wished that the 
Ministers, who had the management anrl 
control of the aff>tirs of the colony, should 
be overworked. They could not expect 
good legislation if Ministers were overworked ; 
>tnd hon. members must bear in mind that 
Ministers had a very severe ordeal to go through 
during the sitting of Parliament. They had 
to be prepared on all points in order to 
sustain the attacks of the Opposition, and very 
frequently, he was happy to say, of the supporters 
of the Government. He would like to see some 
different redistribution of the work than was 
proposed by the Bill. He would sugges.t an­
other arrangement. He thought the Ra1lway 
and Works Department might be divided with 
advantage to the country. With a gig»ntic 
system of railways such as they had in this 
colony, where the lines were spread over an ex­
tensive se:tboard, and not concentrated round the 
capital as railways were in the other colonies, 
there would be »mple work for »Minister for .Rail­
ways. He was of opjnion that the vVorks should be 
separated from that'department, and that the work 
in connection with n1ines, agriculture, and water 
supply should be placed under »nother Minister. 
\Vhen they had got » producing industry such as 
that of »griculture, he thought they might have 
a Minister to whose dep>trtment the agricultural 
welfare of the colony could be safely entrusted. 
As to the Attorney-Gen€ral being also Minister 
for :Public JnstrtJCtion, th~>t might ~>ppe~>r ~ ver;r 
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good arrang-ement, theoretically, but he was 
afraid it would not be a good one. Members of 
the legal profession were always looking after 
their own business, and w.ere not likely to sacrifice 
their professional practice in order to perform 
the heavy duties of the Department of Public 
Instruction. It was a department every year 
increasing, and he thought it reC[uired a separate 
l\iinister. He was sure from the correspondence 
he bad seen at the office, and the readiness with 
which it was nlways procured, thnt there was 
ample work for a sep:crate l\Iinister. The 
Attorney-General - he did not wish to say 
anything ag·ainst the present Attorney-General 
-he felt perfectly certain would not under­
take the duties of any department not specially 
appertaining to the profession which he practised. 
The Colonial Treasurer, in addition to his 
duties at the Treasury, had charge of the 
Harbours "-nd Ri ,-er, Department, which entailed 
a large expenditure annually. If the hon. 
gentleman's Loan Estimates were carl'iecl and the 
colony was going to have an expenditure of 
£5,000,000 for the next three yenrs as pro­
posed, the present ministerial staff was hardly 
sufficient to carry it out sati,factorily, and 
it would be for the welfare of the colony 
that f1 snhdivi,ion or redistribution of depart­
ments should be rrmde. He regretted that more 
prmninence "'\vas not given to agriculture and 
water supply than they held at present; b'1t 
he hoped the time was not far distant when the 
Government would see the necessity of appm­
tioning those matters more 'atisfactorily. He 
would rather have two additional Ministers than 
one; but as the Goverrnnent t;een1ed to be satis­
fied with one ~tt present he should support the 
Bill as it stood. 

The Ho::-r. ,T. M. MACROSSAN said the hon 
gentleman who had jnst sat clown was of opinion 
that there should be a Minister for Railways; 
but surely 1,201 miles of railway did not entail 
such an enormouR n.n1ount of work as to require 
one man's constant ::mperintendence, considering 
the staff of experienced subordinates in the 
department. There were two chief enginee1·s, 
two staffs, three or four traffic managers, and a 
commissioner for raihvayd. In _t\.merica one 
traffic rnanager would n1anage n1ore than five 
times the quantity of traffic, and he thought it 
would be absurd to subdivide the <lepartments 
presided over by the Minister for \Vorks. l'\o 
one doubted that the Premier was overworked. 
To use a slang tern1, that hon. gentlmnan was a 
perfect "glutton" for work-the more he had to 
do the more he seemed to like it. The suggestion 
he made before was a very reasonable one, that 
the Attorney-General should take the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction in additinn to 
his present work ; but as the Premier said 
the work would be too much, he wonlcl 
forego that suggestion. Bnt supposing the 
hon. gentleman gave the Department of Pnblic 
Instruction to the Postmaster-General, he could 
hardly say the Postmaster-General would have 
too much to do. 

The Pl:tEMIER: He could not manage the 
twD departments and lead the Upper House .• 

The HoN. J. M. l\fACROSSAN said it might 
be !Jhysically impossible for the Postma~ter­
Geueral to do so on account of his health, but it 
would be by no means impossible on account of 
his mental incapacity, because he had enough 
mental capacity to do three times the work. 
He did not know what the extent of that hon. 
gentleman's prh-ate business might be, but if 
he could take charge of the department he had 
named, that would greatly relieve the Colonial 
Secretary. But perhaps the Colonial Secretary 
was so fond of the Department for Public 
Instruction that he would not give it up to any-

body else. He might also give up the Adminis­
tratim1 of Justice, as regarded magistrates and 
the Commission of the Peace, to the Attorney­
General. The hon. gentleman would then be 
relieved of half the work he did at present, and 
would still have enough to do, though he would 
not then be overworkerl. It was not likely 
that he would take the suggestion, but it 
was quite feasible, and would not impose upon 
Ministers any ad<litional work which they could 
not perform. He did not believe Ministers 
should have very much work to do. They should 
be able to do their ministerial work easily so as 
to be better able to attend to their legislative work. 
Of course :iHinisters were very much assisted 
by their subordinates--under secretaries and so 
forth. Almost every point of detail was brought 
before them in such a wav as to be mastered at 
a glance ; it was only in exceptional cases that 
Ministers had to exercise their own judg­
ment, and " great deal of the work brought 
before them simply involved signing their names. 
Unless the hon. gentleman wanted to exercise 
patronnge, there was no nece,sity for the 
additional appointment, and he should say no 
more on the subject. He had done his duty by 
explaining how the different departments might 
be apportioned, and entering his protest against 
the appointment of an additional ::01inioter. 

Mr. NORTON said that the \York of the 
Ministers might be rearranged, so that some 
might be taken off the shoulders of the Colonh>l 
Secretary and put upon someone else without any­
one being overburdened. He did not think the 
Colonial Treasurer overworked-he looked as 
jolly as ever-and even the Minister for ·works 
was not killing himself. He did not hold with 
putting· too much on the Postmaster-General, 
because when the Upper House was sitting that 
gentleman had a great deal more work than he 
generally got credit for in managing that House. 
He must also have a pretty accurate knowledge 
of what went on in the Assembly to enable him 
to carry out his duties there. He did not intend 
to say very much on the subject ; hut he would 
ask whether the Premier had marle up his mind 
as to nny division of the work amongst the pre­
sent ::VIinisters, and what would be left for the 
new llfinister ? 

The PREMIER said that, as he had ::tlreacly 
pointed out, there were a good many things in 
the Colonial Secretary's Department which might 
be handed over to the Minister for Public Instruc­
tion. He was not prepared to say exactly which 
they should be ; or whether the administration of 
the benches should be handed over, to the Depart­
ment of .T ustice. That was a mntter upon which 
his opinion had fluctuated a great dte::tl. About 
ten years ago he rcrnembered sugg-esting it to 
his then chief, l\Ir. l\bcnlister, who did not 
see the fun of handing it over to him. He was 
Attorney-General at that time. 

l\Ir. BLACK said the hon. member for Towns­
ville had referred to the exagg·eratecl idea he had 
in connection with the management of the Rail­
way Department. \Vhat he wished to emn-ey 
was, that, in conseC[uence of the great extent of 
seaboard of the colony, and the number of main 
trunk lines goiug frorn the intel'ior to the coa~t, 
the amount of mini,;terial responsibility must be 
very much increased, as compared with what 
it would be if the whole of their lines concen­
trated at Brisbane-at the capital-as they 
did in New South \Vales and Victorif1. In 
New South \Vales, with the exception of the 
Newcastle line, they all concentrated in Sydney; 
consequently the Minister for Railways there 
was able to exercist> a closer supervision and 
give greater satisfaction. In Victoria there 
were 1,800 miles of railwny, and in New South 
IV ales 1,GOO. 'rhe 1,800 miles in Victoria all 
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concentrated in JI.Ielbimme ; therefore the con­
ditions were not at all similar, and he 
rrwintainecl that there was far more work 
in the Railway Department in Queensland. 
In regard to the hon. gentle1na.n's rmnarks 
about p<>tronage, he did not see th<tt the 
Government had any particular ]mtronage at 
their disposal in the nwtter. He took it as tt 
matter of necessity; and as to who the new 
:Minister wtvs to be, he considered that the 
:J'dinister who had asoisted the Government for 
so long, without portfolio, would be the recipient 
of the portfolio, whether it was as JYiinister for 
Instruction) or what, of course he did not know. 
He took it for granted that tlmt hon. gentleman 
who had done such good service to the :Ministry 
during the past session was natmally entitled to 
that vacant portfolio, and ho failed to see how the 
question of patronage could arLse. 

'fhe HoN. J. M. :\IACROSSAN said that was 
a view of the subject which had never struck him 
before~that the hem. member for Jl.1:nryboroug-h 
should be the additional Minister. He conic! see 
it now since the hon. member for JI.Iackay had 
sug-gesoecl it. It rlicl not matter to him who the 
JI.Iinister was to be, whether it was to be the hon. 
member for JI.Iaryboroug-h, or Ipswich, or Stanley, 
or anybody else. lleally, after that, he thought it 
was only rig-ht that that hon. g·entleman, who 
had done a good deal for the .Minist1·y with­
out holding a porofolio, should have it. It 
was quite possible that, ns the Bill proYidccl 
for the arrangement of JY[inisters, that the 
hon. member for 1\.Iaryborough might have a seat 
ill the lJ pper House, or he might be appointed 
Posomaster-G-eneral, and the present Postmaster­
neneral might become 1\finister for Public In­
struction, an office which he could fill admirably. 
So that if that were to be the case it would be a 
very happy family arrangement, anc1 one which 
would suit both sides of the Committee. 

Clause put aml passed. 

On clause 2, as follows :~ 
" Until any stwh lH'Ot~lauuttion as aforesaid has 

heen made hy the Governor. ~ny six of the per­
sons for the time being holding the offices of Colonial 
~ecretary. Colonial TreasnrPr, ..Attorney-Oenernl or 
)Iinister of Jn,tice, Secretary for .Public I,ancls, 
Seeretary for l,nbliu ,,~orkR, Pos:tmastcr-Gcneral, and 
Secretary for llnblic Instrudion, slmll be so capable." 

The PRElHIER said it wa~ intended to insert 
the words ''and ]\fines" after the word '' \Vorks." 
He did not know how the words could have 
dropped out; it was <juite accidental. 

A1nendrnent agreed to. 

The Ho:-r. ,J. ::\1. MACROSSAN said he would 
like the hon. gentleman to explain the me:<ning­
of the clause. The Colonial Secretary might sit 
in the Upper House, or any :Minister whom the 
Governor chose to send there. 

The PRE~IIER said the clause dirl not mean 
that; but the Bill did. The Bill meant that 
there should be seven l\iinisters, of whom six 
should sit in the Lower House. Under their 
Constitution the Governor might appoint a 
JI.Iinistry consi~;ting of no members of Parliament 
at all; only he would get no Supply. The written 
Constitution did not require that there should be 
any Ministers in the Assembly ; but the Bill 
proposed that there should be not more than ,six 
1\Iinisters in the Lower House. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said it would 
be very inconvenient, to say the least of it, if 
either the Colonial Secretary or the Minister for 
Lands, or the :Minister for Works, was in the 
Upper House. 

The PllE!YIIER : It would be very incon­
,·enicnt, and the Lower Hou;;e would 'probably 
not titand it. 

The HoN .. J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
thought it was unwise to give the Ministry the 
power of sending the Colonial Secretary to ohe 
l.T pper House, or ~ny of those :Ministers he had 
mentioned. As for the Constituti•m not pro­
viding that :\1inisters should be members of Par­
liament, the unwritten Constitution provided for 
it. There was no Governn1ent who \Vnuld dare 
to violate that unwritten Constitution, and 
select .Ministers who were not members of that 
House. The time when tlutt might be done had 
long since passed, and, in fact, he did not think 
it had existed for centuries. He could see no 
harm in the Postmaster-General or the Secretary 
for Public Instruction being sent oo the Upper 
How;p; lmt the others should rettlly be compelled 
to sit in the Lower House. 

The PRJ~:VIIER said that the Colonial 
Treasurer must, of course, be in the Assembly; 
but as for the Colonial Secretary he saw no 
reason whv he should not be in the lJ pper 
House ; in het, in nearly all the colonies, except 
perhaps Victoria, he was frequently in the 
Upper House. It depended very much on 
what he had to do. In K ew Zealand >tt 
present the Colonial Secretary was in the 
LT pper House ; HO also in '1~as1uania, \V here the 
Coloni>tl Secretary was also Premier. In South 
Australia the Colonitt! Secretary was more fre­
quently in the Upper House than in the Lower 
House. As for the Attorney-General, it might 
be very convenient to have him a member of 
the Upper House; but he saw some objection to 
the Minister for Lands being there. Sir ,John 
Robertson was once a member of the Upper 
House in Xew South \Vales during the time he 
was 1\Jinister for Lands. 

Mr. NORTON said he would like to know 
whether, if a member accepted office, and failed 
to be re-elected by his constituents, he would be 
entitled to take his seat as a Minister in the 
L pp er House '! 

The PRE:\HER said that if appointed by the 
Governor he woul<1. 'fhere was nothing to pre­
vent ,.,n the Ministers being appointed to the 
Upper House, though he never knew a. case of 
that being clone. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

On clause 3, as follows :-
"Any person holding :my oflicc or pla.cc of profit 

Ul1(1er tlJe Crown, or having a pension~ from the Crown 
dnring pleasure or for a term of years, and not bdng one 
of the ottleers nan·,ed in the last preceding section or iu 
a procl<nnation made under this Act. Rhall be incapable 
of being cleetcd. or of i-litting or voting, as <1 member of 
the J,egis.lative Assembly; nud the election of any such 
person to be a. member of the Legislative Assembly 
shall be null and void, and a writ shall forthwith issue 
for the election of tL member in his stead. 

"rrhis section shall not apply to any person in receipt 
only of pay. half-pay, or a pPnsion as an officer of Her 
M~Ljesty's 1\avy or Army, or 1vho shall receive any new 
or other commission in the naYy or arllly rc.,pectively, 
or any increase of pay on any sncll commi&\lion, nor to 
any person 'vho is in receipt only of daily pay as an 
officer or member of the defence or volunteer force of 
Queensland and is not employed permanently or at an 
aunual snlary.'' 

Mr. CHUBB said he would like to ask the 
Premier whether there w:1s any objection to 
inserting words to include a pensioner for life. 
He knew the clause was in the usual form, but 
he thought it ought to exclude pensioners for 
life. 

The PHEMIER : It never has been so. 

Mr. CHUBB said he knew that, but he saw 
no reason why it should not be. 

The PREMIER : \Vho are you striking 
at? 

Mr. CHUBB : He was not striking at any• 
body ; he wanted to make the clause generaL 
The clause excluded persons having a pension 
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during pleasure or for a term of years, and he 
saw no reason why pensioners for life should not 
be dealt with in the same way. For that reason 
he moved that the words "or for life" be inserted 
after " years." 

The PREMIER said the hon. member might 
just as well say that he proposed the amendment 
to exclude the senior hon. member for 1\fary­
borough from sitting in Parliament. 'l'hat was what 
it meant, because if the Bill was passed with that 
amendment the hon. member for JYiaryborough 
would be incapable of holding a seat in Parlia­
ment. Why should that be done? vV as there 
any reason why a pensioner for life, having 
earned his pension by long service, should be 
excluded from Parliament? The object of a 
clause of that kind was to exclude persons who 
held pensions for a time who were dependent 
for it on the Government for the time being, 
and who might have it taken away from them. 
But that was quite a different thing from a 
man who had earned an annuity for life, and 
who was just as much entitled to it as if he 
got the money as interest on debentures or 
inscribed stock. What did it matter to the 
country, if a man had £500 for life, whether he 
derived it from so many debentures or had 
earned it as an annuity under a statutory bargain 
of another kind? He knew of no country where 
such a provision was made. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROS SAN said he dicl not 
think any member of the Committee had the 
slightest intention of hitting at the hon. member 
for Maryborough; and if the amendment bore 
that interpretation he was certain the hon. 
member for Bowen did not mean it. There had 
been in the other colonies pensioners for life who 
had become Ministers of the Crown. He did 
not quite understand the amendment, but he 
did not think it meant what the Premier said it 
did. 

The PREMIER : That will be the effect of it, 
at any rate. 

The HoN .. J. JYI. MACROSSAN: Sir Charles 
Gavan Duffy was a pensioner for life, and yet he 
not only was a Minister, but also became Speaker 
of the Victorian Assembly. 

The PREMIER: ,T ust so; he was allowed a 
seat in the House; but such an amendment as 
this will exclude the hon. member for Mary­
borough from this House. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Of course, if 
that would be the effect of it, he did not wish it 
passed. He did not believe any hon. member 
intended to strike at the hon. member for Mary­
borough. 

The PREMIER : Bnt that is the amend­
ment. 

Mr. CHUBB said he had not the slightest 
idea of doing anything of the kind; but it 
seemed to him rather absurd that they should 
exclude pensioners for a term, and not pen­
sioners for life. However, he had no desire to 
aim a blow at the hon. member for Mary­
borough, and he would, therefore, ask leave to 
withdraw the amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn; and clause 
put and passed. 

On clause 4, as follows :-
"The salary of each of the oflicers bY this Act declared 

C'1pablc of being elected members ~of the Legislative 
Assembly shall be one thousand pounds per annum: 
Provided that one of such otncers, to be designated by 
the Governor in that behalf, shall receive a further 
salary of three hundred pounds per annum. For the 
payment of such salaries a sum, amounting in all to 
seven thousand three hnn<lred pounds per annum, shall 
be charged upon and paid to Her ):lajcsty out of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fuud of the colony." 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON moved the 
substitution of the words "fifteen hundred" for 
the words '' one thousand." He was not going to 
make a speech on the proposed amendment, 
as he had given his views on the subject 
on the second reading. He would draw 
the attention of the Committee to the fact 
that in Victoria the salary of one Minister-the 
Treasurer-was £2,400; the Chief Secreta.ry, 
£2,000; and the rest £1,500 each. In New South 
vV ales there were nine Ministers of the Crown­
the Colonial Secretary with £2,000, and the rest 
with £1,500 each. He did not wish to make any 
observation as to the relative amount of work 
done by the Ministers as compared with those 
in other colonies ; but he thought that in a 
rapidly advancing colony like this the Ministers 
should be paid as well as they were paid in New 
South \Vales or Victoria. In the latter colony 
the positions of the Ministers were sinecures 
compared with those of the Ministers here ; 
because that was a closely settled ceuntry, and 
they had no great questions to agitate the public 
mind. The lands were nearly all alienated, the 
railway policy was almost a completed one, and 
the work of the Ministers might be regarded as 
being confined to matters of routine and matters 
of public policy. 

The PREMIER said it was quite clear th~!.t 
if the words proposed to be left out were left 
out it would stop their proceedings at once, as 
they could not go any further without a message 
from the Governor recommending the higher sum. 
No recommendation had been made during the 
present session for the purpose. He was not pre· 
pared to accept the amendment of the hon. gentle­
man ; although he believed the salary now paid 
was quite inadequate for the work done; and 
he was not ashamed to 5ay so. The salary was 
fixed ten years ago at £1,000, having been pre· 
viously reduced for a year or two to £800. How­
ever, it was a matter that could wait a little 
longer. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said that as 
the hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern­
ment had given his opinion that the amend· 
ment should not be adopted, he hoped it 
would not go to a division, because it might 
be carried, and the hon. gentlemen would 
have their salaries raised against their wishes. 
He quite agreed that the salaries were inadequate 
for the work done; but he did not think they 
should attempt to raise them by a sidewind in 
that way. If they were raised it should be by a 
Bill brought in in the proper way, and hon. 
members should have full notice of it. He did 
not suppose a single member of the Committee who 
was absent knew anything about the proposal. 
It would be certainly very unfair to hon. members, 
and it would be viewed in a very invidious light 
by the country, if it were carried in such a thin 
Committee. 

The PREMIER said he thought it would 
decidedly be better that any attempt to raise 
the salaries of Ministers should be made by 
a substantive motion praying for a message 
from the Governor recommending the appropria­
tion. The subject would then obtain full dis· 
cussion. He thought himself that the proposed 
salary was too large at the present time in pro· 
portion to salaries paid for other services ; but 
the present salary was, in his opinion, too small. 
He would not mind getting a larger salary for 
the work he did. However, it would be very 
much better to let it stand over till next session. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn ; and clause, 
as read, put and passed. 

On clause 5, as follows :-
"When a person has been elected a member of the 

Legislative Assembly after his acceptance of one of 
the ofllces aforesaid, the subsequent acceptance by 
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him from the Crown of another of such oflices, whether 
both offices are held together or the one office is 
accepted in lieu of and in immediate succession to the 
other, shall not vacate his sea,t." 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN asked if 
that were not an alteration in the practice of the 
Assembly? 

The PllEMIER: No. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAX said that 

at present, when a man accepted office as a 
Minister, he lost his seat. The clause provided 
that he should not lose his seat. 

The PRKMIER said the clauRe only referred 
to a change of office. The Legislative Assembly 
Act made a similar provision, but in a rather 
confused way. It provided that the disqualifi· 
cation should not apply to members of the 
Government "who may accept any other office." 
That was somewhat obscure, and the clause put 
it in clearer language. 

Mr. NORTON said it was possible a man 
might resign one office in the morning, aml 
accept another in the afternoon-quite a separate 
act. 

The PREMIER said the members of the 
Government held office from their acceptance of 
it and during the Governor's pleasure. If the 
Governor did not signify his pleasure that a 
Minister shoulcl be relieved of his office, he would 
continue to hold it, and while he held it he 
might change his position in the Government. 
In one of the Canadian States there was a pro· 
vision that a member could accept a new office 
within seven days after his retirement from 
his former position without vacating his seat. 
On one occasion a Government resigned on a 
:Monday ; their successors were appointed on 
Tuesday, and the outgoing Government moved a 
vote of want of confidence the next day, and 
again came back into office, seven days not 
having elapsed since their retirement, and they 
came back without re·election. It was th'erefore 
necessary to use the words " irrmtBd'iate 
succession." 

Mr. NORTON said of course it would be 
necessary that the Gazette announcing that a 
Minister had changed his office should also 
announce his acceptance of another. 

The PRE:VIIER : Yes. 
On clause 6, as follows :-
"If any person accepts any two or more of the offices 

aforesaid, it shall not be competent for him to receive 
the full salary of more than one office, or to receiYe in 
addition thereto more than half of the salary of one 
other office." 

The PREMIER said something was said on the 
second reading with reference to the clause just 
moved and he did not care much whether it stood 
as it was or not. He knew that it was the practice 
in England when a Minister held two offices for 
him to draw full salary for one and half.salary for 
the other. Mr. Gladstone received half.salarv 
when he lately tilled the office of Chancellor of th"e 
Exchequer. That had not been the practice in 
this colony, but unless the Act was made retro· 
spective from the 1st January it would not do 
anyone any good. If it was made retrospective 
it would give him a sum of £500, but that was 
not proposed. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he did 
not think the clause should be allowed to remain 
as it was. He did not see that any inducements 
should be held out to a Minister to hold office 
with the exvectation of drawing his own salary 
and half of another, especially seeing that the 
plea for the appointment of an additional Minis· 
ter was the amount of work one man had to do. 
He really thought the clause should be altered. 

The PHE::I<IJER: Strike out the word "full." 
I have no ohjection to that. 

The Hox. J. l\I. ::\IACHOSS.AN moved the 
omission of the word "full" on the 2nd line of 
the chmse. 

Amendment put and passed. 
The HoN .• T. M. MACJWSSAN moved the 

omission of all the words after the word "office" 
on the 3rd line of the clause. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and Jmssed. 

Clauses 7 and8-" Schedule" and'' Preamble" 
-passed as printed. 

The House resumed ; the CHAI!lMAN reported 
the Bill with amendments; and the third reading 
was made an Order of the Day for to·morrow. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION OF COM· 
MITTEE. 

On the motion of the COLOXIAL TRE.A. 
SURER, the Speaker left the chair, and the 
House went into Committee further to consider 
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

Question-That £788 18s. be granted for the 
service of the year 1883·4 for Executive Council, 
Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council, 
and Assembly-put. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN asked 
whether the item for steamer fares of members 
visiting Northern ports, which last year amounted 
to £392 10s., appeared on the Supplementary 
Estimates for the first time? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith): It has appeared for several years. 

The Ho:-r. J. l\I. MACROSSAN: Has it 
always appeared on the Supplementary Esti· 
mates? 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY: Yes. We 
can never tell the amount until the close of the 
financial year. 

The Ho:-<. J. M. MACROSSAN said the 
amount appe:1red a large one considering how 
low steamer fares were. It was, of course, a 
very desirable thing that members should make 
themselves acquainted with other parts of the 
colony as far as they could, suiting their own con· 
venience; but he scarcely thought so many of 
them had visited the Northern !Jorts as that 
amount seemed to indicate. Did the item include 
any fares for Ministers going to the Northern 
ports? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: No; 
simply steamer passes for members. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it had 
been the practice, since the resolution on the 
subject was carried three or four years ago, to 
issue a pass each year to every member. Those 
passes were made use of as vouchers for pay· 
ment of steamer fares, and they came in through 
the steamboat companies and were honoured; 
and the item referred to represented the amount 
so spent. For the previous year the sum was 
£230. Probably the increase was owing to the 
general election last year. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

£27,216 16s. 7d. be granted for additional 
expenditnre on the Colonial Secretary's De· 
partment. The item for contingencies was 
rather a large one, owing chiefly to the 
general election. In the Hegistrar-General's 
Department, in addition to a sum for fees for 
district registrars, there was an item of £138 9s. 
4d., law costs in the case of the Mutual Associa· 
tion of Victoria v. Registr:1r·General. Proceed· 
ings were taken by the Mutual Association of 
Victoria against the Registrar·General to compel 
him to reg·ister a company of a foreign country, 
and the court held tha,t he should pay the 
costs. Under" Police," there were a number of 
small items amounting to .£3,318. The item for 



1888 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Agent-(~eneral included the sal<:try of the Acting 
Agent-General from 14th ,January to 30th 
June, and travelling expenset) for :;'\Ir. G.:trrick. 
After a small additional eum for wages for the 
Government Printer, there was an item of £200 as 
a gratuity to the widow of ~fr. La,rkin, steward a.t 
the lunatic asylum. 'rhe payment waR made on the 
sanw footing as it would have been if the decea~.;ed 
officer had been under the Ch·il Sel'vice Act, he 
h,fwing been a great n1any yeitrs in the service. 
'I he amount of the gratuity represented one 
year's salary. 'The contingencies for Colonial 
Stores was a large iten1 for which he was sorry, 
and he hoped the amount would not be exceeded 
during the present year. The next item to which 
he would refer was a sum of £3,474 for purchase 
money, refitting, and repairs of the schooner 
"Mavis." The" Pertrl," as hon. n1enlbers were 
nwu,re, was "water~ logged"; in conseqnence of 
being saturated with water she had become 
so sluggish as to be unfit for the work she 
had to do. 'I'he "J\Irtvis" had cost more than 
was anticipated, but she was working very 
well. The maintenance of the police steam­
launch "Vigilant" was an old itern. _After 
having been user! as a police steam-launch--for 
which purpose she wa,s bought-for son1e tirne, it 
was found. to be a not very convenient arrange­
ment, and she was discontinued in that capacity 
rmd handed over to the Harbour Department. 
The expenditure \V;1.,8 incurred before she was RO 

handed over, and before the present Government 
carne into otlice. The contingencies for the 
BBnevulont Asylum ·were unfortunately large, 
but the amount had to be expended for food and 
necessaries. In the matter of Ch<tritable Allow­
ances, the Brisbane Relief Board had to be 
a,;sisted to the extent of £()1, and the J\farv­
borong·h Relief Bmml to the extent of £100. 
·with regard to the sum of £100 granted to the 
Ida School of Arts, J\Iaytown, he coulcl offer 
no explanation except that the money was 
paid before the present Government came 
into office. The sum given to agricultural 
:1,nd horticultural societies had been paid 
according to the usual practice of £1 for 
£1 subscribed. The amount voted last yenr 
for }~urnpean telegran1s \vas far too sn1all, ai1d a 
large additional sum had been spent. The 
1noney for refurnishing Goverurnent House was 
expended before the present Government came 
into office ; he presumed it was justified, or it 
wonlrlnot have been authorised. An item-law 
costs, Andrews T. \Vallnce, appeal against decision 
of \Varwick bench, £·1G-deserved a few words 
of explanation. A :\Ir. Andrews was violently 
assaulted by a man named \Vallace, am! pni­
ferred an informrrtion against him for the :1,ssanlt. 
The police magistrate ordered the defendant 
to pay £5 :J,ncl costs, but he had no power 
to order more than £5 including costs. The 
defendant appealed to the Supreme Court, and 
the Supreme Court ordered the complainant­
who had been severely assaulted-to pay the 
costs of the appeal. It appeared so singularly 
hard upon tbe complainant to be called ,;pon to 
pay £4G through the mistake of the police 
magistrate that the Go,·ernment thought they 
were justified in asking the Committee to sane. 
tion the payment of the' amount. 

The HoN. J. :i\1. J\1ACHOSSAN said he w:cs 
not going to take exception to the item for 
travelling expenses for the Agent-Ueneral, £400; 
but it seemed a very large sum for steamer fare 
and expenses from Brisbane to London. 

The COLOXIAL SECTIETARY said the 
amount had been arrived at after considering 
the allowances made to high officers of State. 
Of course it was not all that had actually been 
paid by the Age.1t-Geneml. He did not think 
the amount was excessive. 

Mr. NOHTON asked if they were to undet'· 
stand that that we.s to be the recognised amount 
to be paid to every A_gent~General going hmne, 
because :\Ir. G·nrrick's expenses \Yould he 1nuch 
heayier than the expenses of a dngle 1nan. 

The COLOKIAL SECHET"\.RY said that 
sum had been put down with the idea that it 
might be accepted as the amount to be paid to 
all ...:\._gents-General, unlesR there were circun1~ 
stances justifying ales." amonnt being paid. He 
did not think it was too much, and it did not by 
any 1nea.ns pay l\ir. Garrick's expt'·nses. 

The Ho~. ,J. M. J\L\CROSSAN ""ked if they 
were to understand that it was for his family as 
well? 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said, of 
course, and it did not cover his expenses. 

Mr. NOTITOX said it appeared to him that if 
there were rapid changes in the Government 
that would become a very ex pensive item. 

The HoN. ,J. M. :\IACHOSSAN said there 
was an item for the maintenance of the steam 
launch "Vigilant," and he \Vanted to know some~ 
thing about the work in which it was engaged. 
The "Vigilant" had been employed by the 
Police Department for tbe purpose of protecting 
settlers on the Northern rivers who could not be 
reached by the land police, and it had been in 
command of an ofiicer who had been in the Indian 
Navy. He wanted to know why the services 
of the launch had been discontinued? There 
was the same necessity for protecting the settlers 
on theN orthern rivers now as at the time when 
the "Vigilant " was purchased. A ne! if the 
necessity existed, hac! the means been found of 
protecting the 8ettlers from the incursions of the 
blacks? 

The COJ.,ONIAL SECHETATIY said he 
could not give much information on the subject. 
The ~ervices of the ''Vigilant" had been dis­
continued before he came to the department. 
:For his own part he had alwuys thoug-ht the 
arrangement ~n excellent one, and that he 
would have thought twice before he would have 
discontinued it. 

'Che HoN .• T. :VI. nfACJWSSAN said that, so 
far as bi:-; in1pression went, the feeling of the 
people on the K orthern rivers was that they were 
satisfied with the services of the "Vigilant," for 
they thought that the Government wanted to 
protect th<m against the ravages of the blacks. 
He was at a loss to understand how the vessel 
had been withclrawn, and he did not see how the 
people-for instance, in the Cairns district, and 
even as far south as Ca~dwell-conld really 
protect themselve,,. It was utt1:rly impossible, 
for he did not see how they could be priJtected 
by the police going- inland from the police 
station8. The country was very impenetrable 
at the back of those Northern rivers. He was 
sorry that the arrangement had been discontinued, 
and that the gentleman in charge of the vote 
could not give the reason why. No doubt, as he 
said, it had been discontinued before he came into 
office, but the papers in his office would show 
why. There was an item for the purchase of a 
building at J\Iaryborough. \Vhat was that 
building for? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not know very much about it. It must be for 
a police station there, although he had no recollec­
tion of it. He remembered so much, that the 
negotiations had been pending for a long time. 

The HoN. J. J\1. J\IACROSSAN said there 
were two items that ,,eemed to him very large. 
£5,000 was a very large sum for refurnishing the 
Government House. 

The COLONIAL SECHET.-~RY: Yes, it is. 
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'rhe it ox. J. l\1. MACROSSAN :.:aid he really 
did not see how £5,000 could be spent for that. 
'rhehouse was hardly big enough to contain£5,000 
worth of furniture. Of course the money had 
been spent and there was nothing more to be 
"'id about it, but it certainly looked a large 
sum to be placed on the Supplementary 
Esthnates-he dill not care what Governinent 
was responsilJle--whether the present or the last. 
Then there wa~ the iteut '"European telegrn,Jns 
and other Initicellaneous services, £2,58U 15s. Od." 
He really did not know what ''other miscellaneous 
services'' might mean. It aJso appeared to be a 
very large vote. He was free to admit that the 
telegrams between the Colonial Secretary's 
Department and the Agent-General must be 
very nn1nerou~ and increat:dng daily. lie 
would like to ask the hon. gentleman in 
charge of the vote if the item included 
telegraphing the Colonial Treasurer's :.Financial 
Statement to London. He was quite justified in 
asking the question, ~s f:mch tt thing had been 
done in a neighbouring colony. \Vould the 
nnancial statement the hem. gentleman had 
ltladc that· afternoon be telegmphed home to 
;l8sist him in floating his ten-million loan? 

The COLOJ\TAL SECUETAHY said, with 
t·egard to the jtern " Refurnishing Govern­
rnent House," he agreed that it did ~eern 
an extraordinarily large amount for furnishing 
so small a hcm,c. _\ll he knew about it 
was that it was authorised by the Govern­
ment of the day, on the 18th J'llay, 1H83, the 
wordR ::tuthori.•iing it being, "as much as rnay be 
necessary." Perhaps the hem. member for Port 
Curtb could give son1e inforn1ation about it. 
That mode of autlwrising the expenditure was, 
he thought, highly objectionable -authorising 
somebody to go and spend as much as he liked. 
\Vith regard to J<;uropean telegrams, of course if 
the sbtement made by his hon. collettgue that 
afternoon were sent home it would come out of 
a simibr vote. A teleg-ram had been sent home 
respecting a previous staternent; a short one-not 
a £1,200 telegram like the one sent from !'\ ew 
South \Vales. The item "other miscellaneous 
.services'' covered an infinite variety of things. 
It was a kind of vote that covered everything, 
ttnd the item." were wonderfully multifarious 
HOllletirnes. 

Question put and passed. 

The ATTORXEY- GEXERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge), in moving £7,438 18s. Sd. for the 
Administration of Justice, Sitid the first item­
CiYi! Business Account, £473 18s.-had all been 
spent during· the tenure of office of his pre· 
decessor. ]'ees to coroners, £24() 3s. 5d., had 
also all been spent. That was an amonnt 
payable under statute, and must be paid; 
it happened to be rather large during last 
year. ]'ees to counsel, £322 Ss. Gd., was 
~m amount in excess of the annual vote, 
and a considerable part of it also had been 
~~)ent during hh; predecessor's terrn of office. 
'l.he item-Acting Chief ,Justice, extra salary, 
bt ,July to 14th March, £350 lGs. 2d. --had also 
been spent during his predecessor's tenure of 
office. Allowance to witnesses, £1,679 13s. 7d., 
was a large mnonnt, but during last year, he 
vvas sorry to say, there wa.s a larger nlunber of 
criminal trials all over the colony than there had 
been for years past, and the witnesses in many 
cases had hac! to travel very long distances; some 
from Kormanton to Cooktown, and others from 
f,u away in the interior into Towns\"ille; and the 
expenses they had been put to from one cause or 
another 1nade the average for the year very I~rge 
indeed. Part of the next item:-Travelling .Ex­
penses of their Honours the Judges, £232 !k 
10d.-was for the previous year, and part for last 
year. They had already h.~d some discussion 
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ttbont part of that vote. Postage ahct incidentals, 
£G4 8s. Se!., was ttn amount tlmt had been 
incurred in excess of the annuttl vote. Gratuity 
to \'V. Cahill, clerk of the Supreme Court, £33 
(is. Sd. -arose in thb way: During the time there 
was no Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court 
the officer referred to performed his dutieo, work­
ing long after hours, and he was given a gratuity 
of one month's s><lary for the two months' work. 

Mr. NOHTON: Did anyone else get the 
S'tlary? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : No. The 
amount for other bttiliffs in the Northern 
dbtrict-£123 5s. 9d.-wtts an amount paid to 
high bailiffs. There had been a large nmn ber of 
executions levied in the !'\ orth, 1md that amount 
had been paid to the bailiffs, who received 
" commissiun of 5 per cent. up to the first 
£100, and 2~ per cent. beyond that, on the 
amount rmt!ised by the execution. Incidental 
expenses ~mounted to £56 7s. 3d. Allowance to 
jurors-£831-was an additional amount paid to 
jurors in consequence of the largely increased 
business, which necessitated subpcenaing a larger 
number of jurors than usual. The item of £35 4s. 2d. 
-premium on fidelity guarantee policies-was 
in excess of the amount voted for the year, and 
was also necessit1tted by statute. The next item 
-£1,000, Acting Judge Mansfield, 1st Jnly to 
30th J une-was an amount that had arisen in 
pursuance of an ttrrangernent made by his pre­
decessor in office, bJ which his Honour J"udge 
Paul was granted twelve months' leave of absence 
on full pay, and that was the salary for his 
locum te11e11s. The next item-£2t; 5s., Acting 
Crown Prosecutor, Southern District-was an 
amount paid to !Vir. Byrne for acting tts Crown 
Prosecutor when the Crown Prosecutor was 
employed in another case on behalf of the 
Government. The amount, £1,914 15s. 2d.­
payments to witnesses and jurors-seemed a 
brge amount in excess of the annual vote, 
but the same remark ttpplied to that as to 
the same item in the Supreme Court. There 
had been a great amount of work done in 
connection with the district courts all over the 
colony during the yettr. Th,ctt, he hoped, would 
not be the case during the present year. It was 
a fluctuating vote, ttnd it was impossible to say 
what amount would be required from one year to 
another under that head. If it was found cor­
respondingly large this year, there would be no 
alternative but to ask the House for a mnch 
larger amount to cover the expenses unuer 
that head. The next item, £45 16s. 6d.-pay­
ment to bttiliffs for service of jury summonses­
was tt sum which had been paid to bailiffs for 
serving the summonses mentioned. In many 
cases they had been obliged tu pay. much more 
than they were allowed for the service of sum­
monses, and, in order that they should not suffer 
loss, the amount had in some special cases been 
made up. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he saw the item for jurorM 
was a very large one. The Attorney·Generru 
had told them it was caused by the large number 
of cases that had been heard in the Supreme 
Court and district court. He wished to point 
out to the Committee that the amount paid to 
jurors was certainly very small, and he would 
give an instance of it. During the last three 
or four weeks there had been a very large 
attendance of jurors at the Supreme Court, ttnd 
his attention had been called particularly to the 
ca'e of one of them. He was a mitn ordinarily 
receiving wages at the rate of Ss. or Ds. a day. 
He had to ~ttend the Supreme Court; and in 
order to keep his situation he W:ts obliged to pay 
a man to fill hio place while he was at the court, 
so that he lost the difference between Ss. or 9s. 
and 5s. He had actually, therefore, to pay a. 
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man 3s. or •1s. a day to keep his situa­
tion for him whilst he attended the court. 
Of course it was the man's duty, as a good 
citizen, to attend the court when called upon 
as a juror; but when a man had to leave his 
employment for the benefit of the country he 
should not be allowed to suffer a pecuniary 
loss by doing so. The case he spoke of was a 
hard case, but it was not the only one of the 
kind. Some alteration should be made in the law 
to enable the Government to give a little more to 
men taken away from their ordinary employment. 
Again, persons living, say, fourteen or fifteen 
miles out in the country received travelling 
expenses; but they only got their travelling 
expenses once-when coming in to attend the 
court; and if a man had to go home n,nd tmvel 
those fourteen or fifteen miles half-a-dozen 
times he would only be paid his tmvelling 
expenses for the one journey. Thn,t was n,lso "' 
hard case. People in town in business might 
easily attend the Supreme Court ; but where a 
man had to pay someone to act for him, and 
suffer a pecuniary loss of 3s. or 4s. a day while 
he attended the court, it was very hard. 

The ATTORNEY-GE::'{ERAL said no doubt 
it was very hard, and such casefl occasionally 
happened; and unfortunately they were not 
confined to jurymen. As a case in point, he 
could state that during the present sitting of 
the court, a prosecutor in a c>1se of larceny, 
who had the whole of his money stolen 
out of his room, amounting to nearly £14, and 
some other valuables, comprising the whole 
of his worldly possessions, had to wait in town 
now for three weeks, in consequence of many 
important c>1ses occupying the attention of the 
criminal court during the previous three weeks. 
He had to wait for three weeks before his case 
came on, and during that time the man had been 
obliged to pawn his watch to obtain the means 
of keeping himself while waiting for his 
case to be called on. He could not in the 
meantime accept "' situation, though he had 
a situation offered him in Sydney and had 
to forego his chance of obtaining it. The 
Government had no means of providing for hn,rd 
cases like that. It was an unfortunate circum­
stance. He thought the circurmtances of the 
present criminal sittings in Brisbane were to a 
great extent unprecedented. They were now in 
the fourth week of the sitting, and that hn,d 
not happened for a very longtime. The case of the 
juror to which the hon. member for Fortitude 
V alley had referred was a very exceptional case, 
and as the law stood there was no alternative. 

Mr. NOR TON said he would like to ask the 
Attorney-General if the law costs set down were 
incurred by the late Government? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL asked if the 
hon. gentleman wished him to go into the items 
in detail of fees paid to counsel? He could do 
so if the hon. gentleman wished. 

Mr. NOR TON: You may do so if you have 
them with you. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that in 
1883 there w>1s paid to Mr. Virgil Power, in 
July, the sum of £52 10,;., and in August, 
£46. 17s., and in March of this year, since 
the present Government came into office, £1)2 
10s. and £3() l.~s. ; making a total paid to Mr. 
Virgil Power of £188 12s. In August, 1883, Mr. 
Chubb was paid £2(i Hs. and £2G 4s.; on October 
26th, £21, and in July of this year, si1we the 
present Government came into ofHce, £31 1Gs. 
6d. ; making a total of £105 9s. Gd. Mr. Real 
was paid in September, 1883, £5 His. 6d. and £2 
4s. Gd.; in April, 1884, £63, £57 15s. 6d., and 
£32 12s. od.-that last amount was incurred 
quring the tenure of office of his predecessor-

making a total of £161 Ss. l\Ir. 1<'. B. 
Sheridan received in December £15 1.'is., aml 
in March last £26 5s. ; April 9th, £33 12s. ; 
May 9th, £2G 5s.; and .June 17th, £15 5s.; 
making a total of £107 2s. Mr. :F. vV. 
Dickson received £12 12s.; Mr. JVInrray-Prior 
received during this year £26 5s.; and Mr. C. 1<'. 
Chubb, solicitor, of Ipswich, £5 .~s. ; Mr. J. G. 
Drake received £5 .5s.; and Mr. G. R. Byrne 
£10 10s. Those were the amounts paid as fees to 
counsel. The amounts paid for civil business 
had been given before. 

Mr. BLACK said the Supplementary :Esti­
mate~ were always very unsatisfactory, bec::mse 
the money had been rmid and the Committee 
could not help voting it. He would point out, 
however, that the Supplementary :Estimates were 
gradually increasing year by year. For the past 
year the amount required reached £107,000. He 
could not help noticing also that under the 
administration of justice there was a gren,ter 
percentage than under any other departrnent. 

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL: Most of it 
was incurred before I came into ofHce. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not care who "·as 
responsible for it. He was of opinion that lmr­
risters were not Yery good accountants >1S a rule, 
as he had seen them very much nonvlussed in 
the courts over not very considerable sums. He, 
however, had no doubt that they always looked 
after their fees pretty well. He wished to point 
out to the Committee that, whereas the totall<;sti­
mates for the Law Department for 1883-4 were 
£26,725, the Supplementary Estimates amounted 
to £7,438, or rather more than 23 per cent. of 
what was considered sufficient for the department 
when the Estimates were before the Committee. 
He would also point out that the sum already 
voted for the present year for the administration 
of justice was £28,375, and if the expenses were to 
be as much as they were the previous twelve 
months, that £28,3715 wcmld be insufficient. and 
the amount would be brought up to £35,000. He 
thought that all the departments ought to put a 
bold face on the matter and not under-estimate 
the amount they required for the year when they 
came down to the Committee. If they did not, 
the time would come when the Supplementary 
Estimates, over which the House had no control, 
would be severely criticised. He hoped the 
Attorney-General would look a little more closely 
into the economy of his department in futme 
than he had done in the past. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he did 
not think the department was likely to rertuire 
a salary of £1,000 during the present year for 
an acting district court judge, or £350 extra 
salary for an acting chief justice. Some­
times the department might go on for a year 
or two and have very little civil busineso, 
and at other times there would be a large 
amount of civil business to be done for the 
Crown. But, as he had explained, the chief 
items necessitating an increase last year were the 
salary for a locum tenens for a district court judge, 
extra salary to the Acting Chief Justice, and 
allowances to jurors and witnesses. If it was 
a«ain found that the amount for witnesses 
a~d jurors was larger than v:as a:1ticipated,. then 
the amount would be put r1ght m the nrdmary 
Estimates next year. 

Mr. HIGSON said he wished to bring before 
the Committee a case he had previously brought 
under the notice of the Attorney.(ieneral, who 
had stated that he w>1s unable to do anything in 
the matter. Two gentlemen, one of whom was a 
clerk or traveller in his employ, and the other a 
commercial traveller for J'vh. J<'eez, of Hockhamp­
ton, were summoned to attend in a case against 
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a man charged with forging a cheqne. Both 
gentlemen had large families, and were required 
to attend the court twice at Rockhampton, and 
once or twice, he believed, ~tt a place called Pine 
Hill. He applied to the Attorney-General to 
see whether they could not get the expenses of 
their attendance, and was informed that nothing 
could be clone for them. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Was I the 
Attorney-General? 

Mr. HIGSON said the application was made 
to the hon. gentleman. He now called attention 
to that matter to show that the case mentioned 
by the hon. member for Fortitude Valley was not 
an isolated one, and because he thought some 
provision should be made for such cases bv the 
Committee. · 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said there had 
been so many applications of the kind referred 
to by the hon. member made to him by persons 
who had been required to attend preliminary 
hearings in criminal cases that he might be 
pardoned for not recollecting particular instances. 
There were cases of hardship, he admitted. He 
had known instances where persons had been 
obliged to go hundreds of miles in order to give 
attendance at the preliminary hearing on a charge 
against a nutn for a crin1inal offence, and then, 
after the preliminary hearing and the committal 
of the prisoner for trial, they had to travel the 
distance a second time to give evidence at the 
trial. \Vitnesses' expenses were not allowed 
when a person attended the preliminary examina­
tion before a magistrate, but he received the 
usual travelling ttllowance when he attended a. 
trial either at the district court or circuit court. 
If all the applications for expenses made to him, 
or even if a considerable proportion of them, 
were allowed it would require three or four 
times the amount put down on the Estimates. 
By the multiplication of district courts in the 
colony, the establishing of courts at N ormanton, 
Cunnamulla, Charleville, and other places, it was 
believed that those hardships would be diminished 
in the future, but there would always be indi­
vidual cases of hardship for which they could not 
make provision. Under the circumstances, he 
had declined to make any advance on behalf of 
the traveller in the emplny of the hon. member 
for Rockhampton. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSA~ said he 
thought it was a great injustice for men to be 
obliged to attend preliminary investigations and 
give their services to the country for nothing. 
He thought that if the same rule whi•h was 
followed in the case of witnesses wns applied to 
officers of court and the gentlemen who prose­
cuted and defended prisoners a remedy would 
have been found long since. Justice ought to 
be done to those persons who had done what the 
hon. gentleman had told them he knew one man 
had to do. The hon. member for :Fortitude 
V alley had mentioned a hard case, and he (Hon. 
J. M. Macrossan) did not believe it was an 
exceptional one-in which a man received 5s. 
a day as a juror, and had to pay Ss. a day for a 
man to go and work in his place. It was too 
bad ; it was time the Attorney-General altered 
the law. If the hon. gentleman brought in a 
Bill providing that a fair sum should he allowed 
to jurors so that they should not be put to 
unnecessary expense. it would be very readily 
agreed to by that House. Of course, as the 
hem. gentleman had stated, the multiplication 
of district courts would lessen the evil com· 
plained of, but it would not do away with it. 
In the northern and western parts of the colony, 
many cases of injuries were ttllowed to go un­
punished because men wereunwillingto prosecnte 
or attend as witnesses. For one case tried, there 
were, on the average, three or four never brought 

into court at all, because of the expenses and 
trouble-for which people got nothing, not even 
thanks. They were sometimes told they were fools 
for their pains. Therefore people sometimes shut 
their eyes or turned their backs, so that they should 
not witness crimes and be called as witnesses ; and 
he thought it was high time, even if it should 
cost £2,000 or £3,000 a year, that the Attorney­
General found a remedy. A number of cases of 
hardship could be mentioned; and the hardship 
generally fell upon the working men, who were 
not able to bear the expenses to which they 
were put. 

Mr. BEA '!'TIE said he could endorse all that 
had fallen from the bon. member for Townsville. 
He had heard of cases even in Brisbane where 
people refused to prosecute or attend as witnesse~ 
on account of the trouble and expense. He 
remembered a case of petty larceny, in which 
the sufferer refused to prosecute for that 
reason. He (Mr. Beattie) told him that he 
was not doing his duty to the State in not 
prosecuting ; but he could scarcely blame the 
man. As was pointed out by the Attorney­
General, a man who lost £14 had to pawn his 
watch in order to pay his expenses while the 
case was being tried. No doubt if he had known 
the trouble to which he would be put, he would 
have "slithered'' out of the colony instead of 
prosecuting the man who robbed him. If the 
Attorney-General brought the matter before his 
colleagues in Cabinet assembled, they would no 
doubt find some way out of the difficulty. 

The ATTORNEY. GENERAL said there 
was one matter he intended to bring before his 
colleagues. He had been obtaining information 
from New South \Vales with regard to a read­
justment of the scale on which witnesses were 
paid. With regard to jurors, an alteration in the 
present scale could only be effected by a change 
in the law. He had received the information he 
rcqui1>ed with respect to the mitigation of the 
hardships suffered by witnesses, and he intended 
to lay the matter before his colleagues. 

Mr. KATES said he would take the present 
opportunity of bringing the case of Horace 
Charles Ransome before the Committee. The 
hon. member for Mackay had remarked that 
the Supplementary Estimates were increasing 
annually; hut the general taxpayer would not 
begrudge an increase if they could always get 
justice. In April last Mr. Ransome sent 24,000 
feet of cedar to Brydon, Jones, and Company, 
with instructions to sell it, the custom being that 
cedar under one inch should be calculated as one 
inch. Brydon, J ones, and Company wrote to ~ay 
that they could sell the cedar according to the 
exact thickness; but Ransome told them not to 
sell, saying that he would come to Brisbane 
himself. Brydon, J ones, and Company sold the 
cedar according to short measurement, and sent 
Ransome a cheque for £100 19s. 6d. Ransome 
came to Brisbane, returned the cheque, and told 
them that he had bought the cedar according 
to usual measurement, and could not accept 
the sale. They could not come to terms and 
the matter was taken to the district court, 
Toowoomba, where Ransome obtained a verdict 
from a special jury of four. Brydon, Jones, 
and Company appealed to the Supreme 
Court; and Mr. Justice Harding, considering 
that there had not been sufficient evidence given 
at the Toowoomha trial to prove it was the 
custom to reckon cedar under an inch thick as one 
inch in thickness, reversed the decision of the 
jury. The consequence was that Mr. Ransome 
not only lost what he would have gained by the 
verdict at Toowoomba, but £500 or £600 costs 
into the bargain, so that he was brought nearly 
to the verge of ruin. Ransome was one of hie 



cnnstituent~~~~·a respectable old colonist-and he 
had no doubt, had been hardly dealt with by' the 
court. 

The ATTOlU\EY-Cm:>mllAL : :-\o. 
Mr. KATES said he would read the names of 

some tin, ber merchants and sawmill proprietors 
of long standing in the colony, v.-bo said that in 
measurements it was the rule to calcnh>te cedar 
under one ineh as Leing one inch thick. Thm:5e 
names were :-K \V. l'echey, R. A .. Dakers, 
Ro~enstengel and l{lehneyer, C. '1'. Edward~, 
.John Cobb, A. and D. lYlunro, ,T. B. Henderson, 
P. Keogh, Cameron and Hebbel, R. Gncl"all, 
\Villiam llroadfoot, K. \Villiamson ; ]i'ilshie, 
Broadfoot, and Company; 'Nallace and nib­
sop, ~f":Intosh and Dnnnigan, Charles Cobs, 
\1. (,msford, .J. Fen wick, Arthur :!\'[organ, 
Franci::;_ Grayson, .John Thmnpsnn, Henry \Vil· 
liams, \V. Flitcroft, Hussell \\'ilkins and Com­
]Hmy, F. E. ::Vleyer, .T. G. Br·enmer, H. Rowel!, 
.fohn Carr, Free!. Hudson, (~. P. Burnes and 
Company, Michael '1'. O'llrien, .Tnhn Keleher, 
James ::VIcKeachie, Richard Xnyes, Brown and 
\Vilson, Peter Heid, Frank \Vright, J. Burnes, 
Alexander Hall, John Sterne, Stew art and Com­
pany, J ame;; \Vilson, E. Devlin, C. Baker, P. 
Russell, R. \Villiams, S. P. Cutmore, San! 
~nnn, Ken. Hutchison, '-John r\fBeck, tT. }1-,ranciK, 
1'. Connolly, .James :VIcAra, Peter Af!leck, T. 
:\Iogridge, Georg·e \Vright, H. D. \Vatts, Gem·ge 
S. Backhou;;e, \V. l\lag<Lrry, and \Villiam Mil­
ward. He really thought he waR justified in 
hringing the matter before the Committee, in 
order that it might go before the country, so 
that if a similar case came before the judges they 
\voultl know how to act. The ca:-:;e \\..'Ht5 so <liK~ 
tressing for llansorne, and had agitated tl1e 
minds of so many other people, tlmt he took that 
opportunity of bring·ing it before the Committee. 

The PltK'YIIKR eaid the h<m. gentleman had 
again brought forward the grievance of 1\'Ir. Rnn­
sume ; and he might now state for the benefit of 
Mr. Hansome and others what the facts of the 
case really were. ~fr. Han::;01ne had :':-\Onle 

timber which he wante<l to sell, and which 
he sent to his agents in Brisbane with 
irmtructions to sell. They sold it at so much 
per foot, and they got full value for it. 
Ji'ull value was received for it after trying every 
purchaser. It had been offered at so much 
]Jer foot, taking the tin1ber at the average 
thickness of one inch, and in fixing the price it 
was the price at so much per foot a,nd one inch 
thick. All the witne""es in creation would not 
satisfy him that when a man wa~ buy­
ing timber he did not want to know how 
thick it was. Nothing would convince him 
tlmt the purchaser~ would be such fools. The 
contract wns to sell the timber at so much ]Jer 
foot, and both purchaser and ;;eller understood 
that to met>n one inch thick. i\Ir. Ransome 
recei vecl his money, and then he complained that 
the contmct ought to luwe been read as if it 
meant no matter what the thickness was, and he 
tried to make out that that was the custom. If 
the contmct had been made npon those terms 
the result would have been that Ransome would 
nut have received leos per foot, bnt exactly the 
same amount. Hereceivedfull value for his timber. 
Then he went to court in Toowoom ba~tnd failed to 
produce evidence that such was the cuotom in 
13riHbane. J{e f.:a.id there \Vtts n, cnston1; perhaps 
there was, hut he should hcsit:>te to believe it. 
In his own mind he mig·ht have thought there 
was such a custom, but ho did not produce 
evidenC't! of it in conrt. _._-\. verdict wat-:l given for 
the plaintiff, and then there \\~as tm appeal to 
the Full Cutu·t, aHd the J<'nll Uuurt, finding 
th8r•: was no evillence of :-;nch ::t custmn, gave a 
verdict for the defend,mt. If the cnntract had 
been made upon the basi<' of ;nch a custom, of 
coursl; he would have ;ecei~.ed lei>Sl'e•· foot._ 

Mr. KA'fBS sail! that the jury Wei'e ashd by 
the court, " \Vas there a, w~age in wholesale 
tran;actions in Brisbane that boar<ls under one 
inch r;hould Le taken a.s an inch?" The ~tnswer 
wa,.':i " Yes.'' One \vitness :-taid, •' llutve been in the 
thnber trade for thirty yearf5, during \Vhieh tirne 
I never sold anything under an inch except as 
an inch." .. Another \YitneHK s::tid, "I an1 a tin1ber 
dealer; have been so for about twenty-five 
yem·s; have sold tlwu.,ands of feet of cedar; 
have had large transactions with the de­
fendcmts ; have never sold a board under an 
inch except as an inch." Besides that, one of 
the defendant's witnesses was asked by the 
court, "'\Vhat is the Brisbane me»surement of 
a board ten feet in length, twelve inches wide, and 
three~ quarters of an inch in thickness?" The 
witness answered ''Ten feet.:' That was :5ufficient 
evidence he \Va~ sure. 

i\Ir. F.E:RG l~SUX said there seeme<l to be a, 
great dea.! of difference of opinion on the matter. 
He had bought tlwusands of boards himself, 
and had n"ver paid the same for half-inch 
as for inch. One inch was the standard 
rneasuren1ent of tintber, and ·what wa,s under an 
inch w·as counted a:-; less ; there \Var3 a scale of 
prices in proportion to the thiclme"s. But if '' 
:sawyer took a contract he charged the ~a.n1e 
mte for ~~~wing a half-inch board as for sawing 
an inch board ; there was the r:;arue .:unount of 
hcbour. Au inch board w>ts much more valuable 
than a half-inch board or three-eighths-inch 
board ; that was his experience in buyinf: 
timber all his life. He did not see wlmt the 
nmtter had to do with the onbjPct under dis­
cnst~ion, n .. nd such a tpleHtion ought not to bo 
allowed to be di,;cus,ec! in connection with the 
vote before them. 

Mr. Si\IYTH sai'l he had been in the saw­
mill business himself, and his experience had 
been, as the hon. rnernber for Darling Downs 
said, that under half-an-inch meant an inch. If 
they took we>etherboards three-r1uarters of an 
inch thick on one edge and one-quarter on the 
other it was charged an inch. That had always 
been the custom in the timber trade, and ~lr. 
Ua.m;orne was justified in charging an inch for 
anything under an inch. Of com·se the saw­
mill proprietors did not expect to cut m1 inch 
board into two half-inch boards; there wccs the 
dust to be paid for. Fi ve~eighths timber was 
cheaper than seven-eighths ti1nLer, because a.~ 
gmat deal more could be ca1ted and shipped. 

i\Ir. T. CAMPBELL said he clid not pretend 
to know verv rnuch about tirul.Jer mattert':.{, 
aml it was ·very unfortunate that such a 
nmtter should have come before the Com­
mittee. The question had been decided by 
the highest court in the land, r1nd he did not 
for a moment suppose that there was a single 
person in that court who would be biassed. 'l'hey 
sim]>ly went upon the terms of the contract. He 
did not wish to oay anything Ill ore except that Mr. 
Hansome h»d received full ju~;tice. Under the 
hea.(ling of "Snpreine Court" he saw travelling 
ex]Jenses of their HononrstheJuclges£232 !Is. lOll., 
and the Attorney-General had given no explana­
tion of it. He wished to know if the sum that 
had been under debate in that Committee had 
received the Attorney-General's attention; that 
w<ts, the expenses of J\Ir. Justice Cooper. Was 
a.uy portion of tlu1.t amount uncler the preo;;;ent 
heading'? It "'" very necessary tlmt the matter 
should be explained, mtd if lw remembered 
rightly, the hon. the JOremi~r said .that he would 
communicate with ::VIr. ,Justice Cooper and 
a.ncertn.in how that excetiHive exvcnditure \\·as 
incnrred. · 

1\h. HOR\\'ITZ tmid he would not have risen 
to take any notice uf !\fr. Hansunw's case, but he 
1'i ,hed to' ;;ay that :3lr, Hansome was not yet 
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satisfied and the case would appear again. The 
hon. member for Cook had said that the case 
had been decided by the hig·heHt authority in the 
land. It had a1 '!Jearecl before the jndge in 
Toowoon1ba, and hi:-3 :Honour said, "'(_.}pntlenlen of 
the jury, you know more abouttimberthan I do; 
I shall leave the matter in your hanrk" It was 
decided in favour of Mr. Uansnme. Then it came 
before the judge in Brit: bane, and the verdict w~tR 
revertmd. Ho considered that ::\lr. Ransome would 
have a, very good case to bring before the lfouse, 

The ATTORJ'\EY-GK:\'EHAL said that he 
agreed with what had fallen from the hon. 
member for Rockhampton, that the introduction 
of that subject on such an occasion was to be 
deprecated. He did not know why they should 
attack the decision of the Suvreme Court, when 
it gave its dech;ion, not onl\lr. Ransorne's version 
of what took pbce, but on the evidence taken at 
the trh1l. :N[r. I{anR(Hne n1ight have a g1·ievance, 
but until that HmHe was in a vosition tn justify 
it in coming to the conclusion that he had 
a grievance, the matter should not be discusse<l. 
\Vith regard to wlmt had fallen from the hon. 
member for Cook, his colleague the Premier 
lmd, he understood, written to J\Ir. .hmtice 
Cooper, but whether he had received any reply or 
not he did not know. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said that any member 
nf the H,mse who lmd a grievance had a perfect 
right to bring it before the House, whether that 
grievance WitS ransed or Hnpposed to have been 
cauRed hy the Pre1nier or a jnclge of the Suprenw 
Court ; and thrrt Honse had a perfect right to 
consider it. The hon. member for \Varwick had 
''"ked him to speak on the matter; and though 
he dirl not believe the matter had been decided 
unjustly as regarded Mr. Hansome, yet he thought 
there were features in the case which might 
commend themseh·es to the considet·ai!'ton of the 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN: I think the discussion is 
irregul1cr. I ought to have checked hon. memlJers 
before. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER, in moving that £14,185 3s. 9d. 

be granted for Public Instruction, said the only 
item he would call attention to was £10,000 for 
buildings. He had pointed out in the Estimates­
in-Chief that the sum voted last year-£18,000-
had been entirely in"1flicieut; but additional 
school accommochtion was absolutely required, 
and large liabilities hac! already been incurred 
when he assumed office. He was rather alarmed 
to see the expenditn re increasing so rapidly, but 
he did not see how he could stop it. 

Question put and passerl. 
'l'he COLONL\ L TREASURER moYecl that 

.£2G,204 2s. 7d. he granted for the Colonial 
Trea~nrer's l)cpartrnent. 1-fnn. nwmbers wnnld 
nbRm'\'8 that there waR fL large mnnnnt-£4,0DG­
fnr refnndments. The explanHtion of that was 
that up to the end of 1883-4 it was the practice 
to keep a lal'tf8 RU1n in f·mspem·:e, to w hi eh 
all the refunclments of th,, various depart­
rnontK were cl1arged. That practice had been 
discontinued. i\ow, at the end of each month, 
the refumlments were tleductecl from the revenue 
account. The proportion of telegraph receiptR 
due to other colonies was £l,ii!JD. The total 
mnount of refnndments unrler that head last 
year was £4,!!~8. The alteration in the charges 
had considerably affected that. The amount of 
con1n1is:-::ion, exchange, etc., £2,527, wa.s acconnted 
for l1y the retirement of debentures in London, 
am! the clmrgPsmade by the bankers for the opera­
tion. The payrn~nt of coupon:-:. attached to de­
bentures, t.thout £1,02?), w,:_tJ-3 on the retireuu:nt of 
the debentmes for the loan of 181:i3. on which 
l per eent. wa,, eharged. He JHnst ttdmit that 

£4,844 was a large additional amount for the 
Customs Department for tide - waiters, mes­
sengers, etc. ; Lut there was a great deal of 
extra labour ref}uired last year. He regretted 
to have to say that the amount put down for 
that service on the ]Jresent year's J1~stimates 
would, he was apprehensive, be insufficient. Had 
he been acquainted with the fact that an addi­
tional sum would be required ou the Supplemen­
tary li;stimates for 1883-4, he would certainly have 
provided for a larger anwunt in the E.-,tirnates 
for 1884-;) jw~t passed. However, it wa:-:; an 
indication of the actiYitv of the department awl 
of the amount of work that was performer!. '.rhe 
contingencies for di:.;tillation, .£5HG, \Vere occn­
sioned by the number of prosecutions and con­
victionN \vhich had been carried out in connec­
tion \\rith sly grog-selling throughout the colony, 
and the activity of the Revenue Department 
in endeavouring to suppress that offence. 
Ji'or the fees to the members of the :Marine 
Board an additional sum of £181i was ref]uired, 
the sum on the EstimatP,-in-Chief having 
been insufficient for the year's expPmliture. 
Hon. IIlPrr1bers would observe a l~t.rge increaRe in 
the Harbours and Hivers Department. It was 
n1ade up of ex1Jenditure on buoys, beacons, etc.; 
expenses, stean1er, l!'itzroy River; purchase of 
Htemner "Pippo ''-that was a ves::;e] required 
for the ~fary River; a new vesBel to replace the 
"Day Dawi1," which was wrecked during the 
cyclone "t Bowen ; floating beacons, lYloreton 
Bay ; cottage for pilot, Pioneer Hiver. There 
was also an item of £i184 for the steam-launch 
"Vigilant," wbich was taken over in Septernher, 
1883, from the Police Dep•n·tment before the 
prm::ent (..i-overnn1ent can1e into office. It waH a 
very handy ve-sel, and bar! been purchased, so 
far as he could learn, because the Police Depart­
ment had no further use for it. There were 
items besides for pile-driving punt and beacons, 
:Hary Hiver and Great Sandy Straits; steam­
launches for Piuneer River and N[oreton Bay; 
repairs to buildings damaged by cyclone, 
Bowen; reprdrs to stean1er "Fitzroy"; repa.irH, 
etc., }Jilot lJuilding, B(nven; and repairs­
wharves, boatshed, etc .. JYfackay. Most of these 
had been passed under the authority of the late 
Government. The Dry Dock ref]uired "£3lfl addi­
tional beyond the sum appropriated for 188·! ; 
but hon. members were aware that the Dry Dock 
was paying working expenses fully, and leaving· 
a considerable profit to go towards the payment 
of interest. 

The HoN. ,T. :M. MACROSSAX said he had 
been under the impression that the guarantee 
policy for the Civil Service was under one head­
ing; but he saw there \VaH one iten1 in the 
Treasurer's Department, and another under the 
head of '' r\_drnini.stra.tion of .T ustice. '' 

The COLONIAL Tl'!,EASGRER said the 
officers of the Civil Senice were all included in 
one policy ; but the Sheriff tnnk a guarantee 
pnlicy for the fidelity of the bailiffs, who did nnt 
rr~nk as permanent officer,.; of the Civil Service. 

The HoN. J. M. J\IACHOSSAN said the hon. 
member had tolL! them the Dry Dock was paying 
expenses. He suppo:;ed he did not me~n it was 
pa.ying the intere~t on the cost of conHtrnctiou '? 

The COLOXIAL'rREASURER: Xo. 
Mr. 'T. CAMPBELL said he did not exactly 

undctstand the explanation of the Colonial 
Trea,mrer with regard to the guamntee policy. 
He presumed that when a gLntleman took a 
responsible positiun in the Ci vi! Service his 
fidelit~- was guaranteed for a certain amount by 
a society ; aud in case of def>tlcations the S<Jciety 
was lioJJle to the extent of the guarantee. He 
dirl not unclet·stanrl the hem. gentleman when he 
said the whole of the Civil Service were lumped 
together, >Lnd all paid the smne premimu. 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said all the 
Civil servants were insured according to the 
character of their respective offices for a certain 
amount, and the pt·emium was very much less 
than it would be for any privn,te individun,l. 
He thought it cost the State about 7s. per cent. 
In case of default the insurance company made 
good the amount up to the extent fixed for the 
particular officer concerned. The premiums 
were all paid in one amount ; it was a great 
saving of trouble. 

Mr. NOR TON asked whether the expenditure 
under the head of "Distillation" was made up by 
the fines for sly grog-selling? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was 
informed that the amount of fines received 
would cover the expenditure twice over. 

Mr. NORTON asked what became of the 
spirits in cases of conviction for sly grog-selling 
or illicit distillation ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said it was 
confiscated and sold. There had been no large 
seizure of spirits since he had been in office. The 
prosecutions had chiefly been for sly grog-selling 
at shanties where no large stock was kept. 

Mr. NORTON said he thought that when a 
seizure was made of spirits from an illicit still 
they should be destroyed. A great deal of it 
was vile stuff. He once had the curiosity to 
taste some, and it nearly cut his throat. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL asked why the item for 
repairs to wharves, boatsheds, etc., at l'vlackay was 
so large. £200 was down for the purpose, and he 
was sure the Colonial Treasurer could explain 
the reason. There were much more important 
places than Mackay. Bowen, for instance, was 
a more important harbour, and yet only £150 
was put down for that place. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
hon. gentleman would be aware that those votes 
were not appropriations asked for by the Govern­
ment. The money was actually required for 
repairs, and Bowen had had a large sum spent 
upon it since the recent cyclone. 

Question put and passed: 

The :MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) moved that a sum of £12,444 19s. lOd. 
be granted for the Public Lands Department. 
It would be observed that there were two items 
for surveys ; one item was for the survey 
of runs and the other for fees to licensed 
surveyors. During the last yen,r the survey 
of runs had been going on as well as pos­
sible, considering the unfavourable seasons, 
and the amount appropriated was not quite 
adequate to meet the increased work. The 
office of inspector of State forests had been 
abolished, but the sum on the Estimates was 
provision for his salary for either three or 
six months. "Refund to J. S. Crate and 
W. R. Brown, £252 4s. 5d." That arose 
in this way: Those men were acting as 
trustees for some young children, and one of 
them invested some money in the purchase o£ 
rich land. The other trustee would not consent 
to the purchase being made, and application was 
afterwards made for a refund of the money, 
which was granted. The land had been since 
sold at an advance of £50. f:200 was put down 
for the improvement of lands resumed at 
Ipswich, and £272 12s. Gd. was applied to the 
destruction of Bathurst burr on Crown lands. 
Four divisional boards had taken advantage o£ 
the vote-namely, Jondaryan, Glengallan, Ayr, 
and Gowrie. 

Mr. NORTON asked if the fees for survey of 
runs waS:not refunded by the lessees? · 

The l\HN+ST:r!R :fOR- t1AN:PS; Ye~, 

Mr. NORTON said he should like to know 
why only four divisional boards reaped advan­
tage frorn the vote for the destruction of Bathurst 
burr? 

The MINISTER FOR LAJ'\DS: They made 
a)Jplication, and no others did. 

Mr. NELSON said the division he represented 
got a verdict against the Surveyor-General in 
connection with the destruction of burr, but 
they never got any money. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said he would ask the 
Minister for Lands for information as to the 
item "Inquiry into runs, Cook district." In the 
absence of his hon. friend, Mr. Stevenson, he 
would ask what that meant. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said an 
inquiry was instituted by the late Government 
into the condition of runs in the Cook district, 
and £700 was placed on the Estimates to carry 
on that inquiry. The sum now on the Esti­
mates was for expenditure in excess of that 
amount. 

Mr. NELSON said he would like to know 
more about the Bathurst burr. How were the 
boards to get the money if they cut the burr on 
Crown lands? ]<'our boards out of sixty had got 
money for doing that; but other boards which 
were doing the same work did not get a penny. 
That seemed very unfair, and there ought to be 
some system adopted in the distribution of the 
money. Those boards which were very clamorous, 
or which had a friend at court, appeared to get all 
the money. 

Mr. FOOTE said the hon. member must have 
had a friend at court when he got a verdict 
against the Government, but it would have been 
much easier if he had made application for money 
instead of going to law. 

Mr. NELSON : You might do both and get 
nothing then. 

Mr. FOOTE said the hon. member could not 
have tried the second conrse. He was sure he got 
nothing from adopting the first. He (Mr. Foote) 
would suggest that if the Government were going 
to give money to divisional boards they would 
distribute it to all alike. They should not 
give assistance to one district and object to 
give the same assistance to other boards. If 
the Government granted money to one board 
they should grant it to all, and he would recom­
mend all boards whose districts were infested 
with those noxious weeds to apply to the Govern­
ment for help in destroying them. 

The MINISTER FOR LAKDS said the 
hon. memberfor Northern Downs wanted to know 
why his division had not been assisted in that 
way. The answer was, for the very simple rea­
son that he had never asked f0r it. He had dealt 
with n,ll the applications that had been sent in. 
He hardly thought the sum voted for the pur­
pose on the Estimates-in-Chief, after what had 
been said, would meet the requirements of the 
corning year. 

Mr. NELSON $aid his board had been refused 
once, and he took it for granted that that was to 
be the rule. They had even gone to law, and 
got a verdict against the Surveyor-General, >Uld 
yet they had not got a single farthing. If money 
was available for the purpose it ought to be 
made known to the boards. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said it was 
not his duty to ask the boards if they wanted 
money. 

Mr. NELSON said the applicaticm of his board 
was in the office, and they could not be expscted 
to go on repeating it. 

Mr. KATES said the board of his district got 
a verdict against the Surveyor-General, and on 
mp,kin~· mwthei· p,pplipp,thm they flat tlw money, 
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:\fr. NELSON said one applicn,tion, e~pecin,lly 
after the verdict wn,s on record, ought to be 
sufficient. It appeared that only those boards 
which were clamorous and worried the l\liuister 
were likely to get money. 

The MINIST.KR l<'OR WORKS said he 
objected to the system, and if he were l\Iinister 
for Lands he would tn,ke care that the divisional 
boards did not get a shilling of the money. The 
]Jroper pbn was, where the Bathurst burr 
existed, to instruct the Crown Lands Commis­
sioner to get it cut clown by contract. 

Mr. NELSON said he quite agreed with that. 
\Vhat he complained of was, that money was 
given to three or four favoured boards and 
refused to others. 

:VIr. NOR TON said it seemed rather hard that 
some boards should he paid and others not. The 
proper thing for the neglected boards to do would 
be to send in applications. 

Mr. XELSOK: And for arrears as well? 
Mr. KORTON said they would not get the 

arrears. With regard to the item for improve­
ments on land resumed from the Ipswich and 
\V est .Moreton Agricultural Society, he would 
:tsk the Minister if that was for land resumed 
for railway purposes? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. 

Mr. NOR TON : What was it resumed for? 

Mr. FOXTON said he thought he knew some-
thing about the matter. The money was vrobably 
paid as compensation for the sum which had been 
spent in fencing the land which was set apart for 
that society. The land had since been cut up into 
allotments by the Government, sold, and built 
upon. 

l\Ir. NOR TON: Did the Government make 
anything out of it? 

The MI:\'ISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. 

Mr. FOOTE : They must have made .£1,000 
or £2,000 out of it. 

Question put and passed. 

The :MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
£1H,.~6217s. 3d. be granted for the Department of 
l'ublic vVorks and Mines. A large portion of 
the vote w:ts for money expended on buildings 
by the late Government. 

Mr. NOR TON: Not the whole of it. 

The ::VIINISTER FOR WORKS said that 
the present Government had erected build­
ings for the accommodation of the Colonial 
Architect and the Engineer of Bridges. 
\Vith those two exceptions nearly the whole of 
the other items were incurred by the previous 
Government. There was a sum of £100 for a 
warden at Glaclstone which was omitted from 
the Estimates last year. The preYious Govern­
ment were responsible for £100, reward for dis­
covery of golcl at N ebo, and also for £227 6s. 8d., 
.Museum an cl Geological Collector and a.ssistant; 
£372 for Acting Commissioner for Rail ways, and 
£375 for Acting Traffic Auditor ; £513 10s. for 
Railway Commission, fees and expenses. There 
was a gratuity of £200 to the widow of a man 
named l<'riedlin, who was killed at Tnowoomba. 
The allowance of £132 18s. 10d. for telegraph 
operators was due to additional lines being 
opened and additional operators being required. 
They were partly paid by the Telegravh Depart. 
ment and l>artly by the Hailway Department. 
There was also £33;{ Os. 8d for the Engineen t: 
l!;xisting Lines, and £G74 5s. ld. for main. 
ten11nce w! the i\:f.arybProu~h 11m\ Gympie H11il 

way; a small sum for the traffic station-masters 
1 on the Bund,tberg :tnd Mount Perry Rail· 
' way, :tnd the considemble sum of £2,775 for 

the Central Railway, which was owing to addi­
tional length of line being opened requiring 
additional traffic, station-masters, lucomotive 
wages, fuel, and contingencie". The N 01-thern 
Railway required £1,GSG for locomotive, fuel, and 
contingencies. 

Mr. NOI-tTON asked what was the increase of 
salary under "IVIines" for a draftsm:tn? 

The MIKISTER J!'OR WORKS said that 
the hon. member should remember. It was 
his doing. 

Mr. J. CAl\IPBELL said he would like to have 
from the Minister for vV or ks an explanation of 
the item "He ward for discovery of N ebo Gold 
Fields." He did not know that it was a gold­
field at all. He believed that the population 
was ten or fifteen, and for the last year or two it 
had been no more than twenty or thirty. He 
knew that when discussing the other evening the 
subject of a reward for the discovery of :t much 
more important goldfield a number of gentlemen 
on the other side of the Committee threw cold water 
on it. He would therefore like an explanation 
why that sum :tppeared on the Estimates as a 
reward for the discovery c.f the N ebo Gold Field. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that the 
sum had been paid by the previous Government ; 
he knew it had not been paid by him. 

Mr. NORTON said the application for the 
reward had been made when the Hon. J. M. 
IVIacrossan was in office. There had been a 
great deal of communication in connection with 
it, and it had only been settled after a consider· 
able amount of inquiry. He could not profess 
to rem em her all the particulars ; but if the hon. 
member would apply to Mr. l\Ioore, in the 
Mines Office, he would show him all the docu­
ments. 

Mr. FOOTB said he wished to call the atten­
tion of the Minister for \Vorks to a much more 
important matter. He saw an allowance to the 
widow of the man l!'riedlin, killed at Toowoomba; 
but nothing to the widow of J ames Griffiths, who 
was killed at Darra. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
the K;timates under discussion were for last year. 
There was :tnother Supplementary Estimate to 
001118. 

Mr. FOOTE said he was glad to he:tr it, for he 
thought Mrs. Griffiths had been forgotten. He 
hoped t.o see a respectable sum put down for 
her. 

Mr. NORTON said he would like to ask if 
J<'riecllin, for whose widow £200 was put down, 
was a guard, and how he was killed? 

Mr. GROO.\I said he could explain the circum­
stances. }'riedlin was the fireman of one of the 
engines at Toowoomha. The engine had been 
run into the coal-siding and was taking in coal, 
when somehow or other the engine was set in 
motion; J<'riedlin was thrown against the machine, 
:tncl before he could recover himself he was struck 
on the shoulder; the shoulder blade was broken 
in two, and a portion penetrated considerably 
into his body. 

Mr. NOR TON asked how long ago that was? 

Mr. GR00:\1: said it was twelve or fifteen 
months ago. J<'riedlin was taken on a stretcher 
to his house, and he died in forty-eight hours 
fron1 internal hLPmorrhage. A suggestion had 
been made by hitnself (Mr. Groom) to the 
IVIinister f,,r \Vorks that some consideration 
should he given to his widow, who had been left 
with f) v~ ehi)rjren; 11ncl the ]]on, !jentl0mall had 
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consented to place a sum on the Estimates. The 
unfortunate man had really been killed in the 
execution of his duty and through no fault of 
his own whatever. 

Mr. T. OAMPBELL said he did not think 
the explanation of the Minister for Mine' was 
at all satisfactory respecting- the £100 put down 
for the discovery of the =" ebo Gold I•'ields. If 
the Nebo Gold Fields were worth anything to 
the colony they ought to be worth £1,000, or 
£5,000. The Minister for Mines was asked a 
little time ago to vote a certain sum for the dis­
covery of another goldfield infinitely more impor­
tant than theN ebo Gold Field-the two were not 
to be compared at all-one was infinitely small 
and the other infinitely great-but he refused to do 
so. He could not see why they harl put down 
£100 for the discovery of the N ebo Gold Fields, 
which, so fn,r as he co'ulcl under'ltancl, were of no 
value at all to the colony. He thought they 
ought to have some further explanation respect­
ing the item. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he did 
not know whether the hon. member was aware 
of the fact, but the money had all been paid; anrl 
no matter whether he was satisfied or not, they 
could not get it back. The reward was for the 
discovery of a goldfield at N ebo, and the 
money was paid by the previous Government. 
He knew no more about it than the hon. mem­
ber; but if he waited until to-morrow he would 
look up the papers and give the hon. member all 
the information he required. 

Mr. T. OAM:PBELL said he would ask 
the hon. member to give him the name of the 
gentleman to whom the money was to be paid, 
or to whom it had been paid? He insisted upon 
an answer. Of course if the Government could 
not give the information he would not insist 
upon an answer, but he would like to know the 
name of the gentleman who discovered that 
great goldfield. 

The MINISTER FOU WOHKR said if the 
hon. member would onlv wait until to-morrow 
he would furnish him with the information. He 
did not at present know the name of the person 
to whom the reward had been paid. He had 
told the hon. member, over and over again, that 
the money had been paid by the previous 
Government ; and he would like to know how 
it was possible for him to know the name of the 
person to whom it was paid? \Vhen the hem. 
member had been a few years in the House he 
would know a good deal mme about Supple­
mentary Estimates-that the money had been 
paid long ago. He had better allow the vote to 
go unci er protest. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL TRBASURf,;H, in moving 

£13,! 15s. Sd. ·-tra veiling expenses of inspectors in 
the Auditor General's Department-said the 
item had arisen from the high cost of forage an<1 
other travelling expenses necessary to cany out 
the inspections dming last year. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the OOLOi\IAL TRK,Ic­

SURER, the OHAIRi\Ll:X left the chair, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to Hit again toR 
morrow. 

ADJOURN~iENT. 

The PREMIBR, in moving- the adjournment 
of the House, said the Government proposed to 
take the Loan Estimates to-morrow, and the 
Minister for vVork'l would ask the House to 
agree to the plans and specifications for certain 
railways on \VedneBday. 

The House adjourned at twenty-Hve minute;; 
to 11 o'clock. 

Question witlwut Notice. 




