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1836 Gratuity to [ASSEMBLY.] Mr. James Nas'h. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
F1·iday, 12 Decembe?', 1884. 

Question.~Formal ~:Iotion.-Gympie Gold Field-Gra­
tnity to l\ilr. Nash.-l\fessage from the I.egislative 
Council-Defence Rill.-Reduction of VVaterworks 
Loan Debts of Ipswich, rroowoomba, and :I\fary­
borough.-Gratuity to Parliamentary Librarian.­
Order of llnsiness.- Bundaberg Gas nnd Coke 
Company (Limited) llill-committee.-The New 
Ireland Boys.-}[aryborough and Urangan Railway 
Dill-consideration h1 committee of the Legislative 
Council's amendments. 

The SPEAKEH took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. BUOKLAND asked the Minister for 

'Works-
"\fhether it is the intention of the Government to 

open the Logan Branch Railway line before the bridge 
over the Logan Rive1· is completed ?-and, if so, at what 
elate? 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) replied-

IJ.'he matter is at present under consideration. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :­
By Mr. FERGTJSON-
That there be laid upon the table of the House, copies 

of the contract for, and of all correspondence connected 
with, the proposed lighting of the Pal'liamentary 
Buildings by electricity. 

GYMPIE GOLD FIELD-GHATUITY TO 
l'viR JAMES N ASH. 

Mr. SMYTH, in moving-
'l'llat this House wili, at its next sitting, resolve 

itself in to a Committee of tlle 1Yhole to consider of 
an Address to the Governor, praying that His Excellency 
will be pleased to cause to be placed on the Supplemen­
tary Estimates for 1884-5 the sum of £1,000, as a further 
recognition of the services rendered to this colony by 
Mr. James Xash, in discovering the Gympie Gold 
Field-
said : In speaking to this motion, asking for an 
additional £1,000 to be given to Mr. J ames Nash, 
I would like to state my reasons for pntting the 
motion on the paper and bringing it forward in 
this House. I hold in my hand a petition signed 
by 439 residents of Gympie, \Vide Bay, and 
Maryborough, asking that £1,000 be granted to 
Mr. Nash, in addition to the £1,000 he has 
already received, but I have been informed by 
members of this House that according to the 202nd 
Standing Order such petition would be informal 
--asking, as it does, for a money vote. I have 
therefore bronght this matter forward in the 
shape of a resolution. The claim of Mr. Nash­
and it is a claim similar to many that have been 
brought before the House-is, I think, at least 
equal to the claims of those persons whom I 
notice have been granted snms of money for 
past services or for the services of their relatives. 
The position Mr. Nash stands in is this: In 
the year 1867 the Government advertised in the 
Gm•e1·nrnent Gazette that they were prepared to 
give £3,000 rewa,rd for the discovery of a payable 
g·oldfield that would support 3,000 persons for 
the space of six months. The last Gazette this 
appeared in was the Gazette of the 28th January, 
1867. In the Gazette of the 2nd February, 1867, 
an alteration was made, when a reward of £5,000 
was offered for the discovery of " payable 
goldfield; but it was allotted in various sums, 
according to the distance of the field from 
the nearest gold workings, and the popula­
tion it wonld support. The greatest award in 
this case was £1,000 "for the discovery of a gold­
field, distant more th10n five miles from the 
nearest gold workings, and on which there shall 
he employed within six months after the report 

of the discovery, not less than 500 men." If 
Mr. N ash had discovered the Gym pie Gold Field 
nine months earlier than he did, in ,January, 
he would have been entitled to the rewa.rd of 
£3,000. He discovered a goldfield which I ant 
sure has never maintained annually less . than 
5, 000 persons for the last seventeen years. 
At one time there were as many as 20,000 
people on the field, but I am sure the average 
for the last seventeen years has not been less 
than 5,000. But the Government having altered 
the conditions of award he became only entitled 
to the £1,000 offered for the discovery of a 
goldfield that would support 500 men for six 
months. Considering the importance of Mr. 
N ash's discovery, I think he is entitled to 
some further consideration. Let us see, taking 
two years back, what the revenne from the 
Gympie Gold Field has been. The bnsiness 
licenses from various sonrces for the yea.r 
1882 amounted to £3,225, and for 1883 they 
gave a revenue of £2,984. In the year 1882 
there were 1,571 miners' rights taken out 
on that field, and in 1883, 1,511 miners' rights 
were taken out, or more than on any other 
goldfield in the colony last year. The mining 
leases held last year were 116, with an area 
of 928 acres, or an average of 8 acres to 
each lease; and returning a revenue to the 
colony of £928 a year, £1 a year being paid per 
acre per year for a mining lease. We also find 
that the return of gold from that goldfield 
since it has been discovered has amounted 
to about 1,050,000 ozs. I cannot say what 
amonnt has got into private hands, bnt we know 
that more than 1,000,000 ozs. have been pro­
duced, and I do not think that more than £50,000 
worth of gold has been taken out of the colony. 
It has nearly all been retained and spent in the 
colony. Many of the miners have gone into 
business in the towns or become interested in 
sngar plantations, in grazing and various other 
occnpations, and have spent their money 
in the colony. Many hon. members here 
well know what was the position of the colony 
when this goldfield was first discovered. In 
1867 the colony was almost bankrnpt. I was 
not here myself at the time, but old re~idents 
have informed me that when Nash discovered 
Gym pie Queensland was almost bankrupt, and that 
his discovery put Queensland once more on her 
feet, as it were. Between four and five months 
after the dio;cov~ry of the goldfield, from 25,000 to 
30,000 people came to Queensland from New South 
\V ales, Victoria, New Zealand, and other colonies. 
The consequence of a large nnmber of people 
.coming here from fields which were turning ont 
well at the time in New South Wales and New 
Zealand was that a large amount of money was 
brought into the colony. The ships also coming 
here at the time were crowded with people. 
Ever since the discovery made by Nash 
the colony has prospe1·ed and progressed. The 
miners from Gympie spread all over the colonJ: ; 
some of them discovered goldfields m 
the North, and these discoveries ha Ye been 
the means of establishing thriving coast towns; 
and there can be no doubt that towns like 
Maryborough and Townsville owe their establish­
ment and progress to the discovery of mining­
fields at their back. Mr. Nash got the £1,000 
reward offered at the time. He has written to 
me stating that he wants the balance due to him. 
After looking at the Gore1·mnent Ga.oette in which 
the reward was offered I may say I cannot find 
that any balance is due to him, but I consider 
that the services which N ash has done to this 
colony by his discovery of the Gym pie Gold Field 
entitle him to some further consideration-to 
more consideration than many other persons who 
have received grants of £1,000. I do not con­
sider that I have got a very strong case to make a 
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claim-in fact it is not a claim I make at all-it is 
ttn appeal, tts it were, to the members of this House 
and to the people of the colony. On the Gym pie 
Gold Fields at present we have 1G5 head of 
Htmnpers working, and forty winding engines. 
Gympie is not a mushroom place-a place where 
a little alluvial gold is got, and soon deserted 
again. It is a mining township in which 
t)le people are thoroughly settled down, and 
hkely to be for a great number of years. 
Townships like Charters Towers and Gympie 
I look upon as quite as permanent as places 
like Brisbttne, Maryborough, and Itockhampton. 
I therefore appeal to the good sense of the 
House as to whether Mr. Nash is not entitled to 
>Wrne consideration from the importance of his 
discovery, which delivered Queensland from a 
bankrupt condition and placed her in the way of 
progress and prosperity. I ask this House to 
take the case into consideration, and recognise 
the services which Mr. K ash has rendered to the 
colony by his discovery of the Gympie Gold 
Field. I now beg to move the motion standing 
inn1yname. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-No one will deny that the discovery of 
the Gym pie Gold Field has been of very great ad­
vantage to the colony. I remember very well that 
at that time the colony was in a very low 
condition indeed. The finances of the colony 
were so low in 1866 that I think there was not 
as much money in the Treasury as would meet a 
cheque for £8. No doubt the discovery of Gym­
pie gave a great impetus to trade; in fact, greatly 
helped us out of our difficulty. The hon. member 
for Gympie has not stated that Mr. Nash is in 
very straitened circumstances. I remember 
very well, thc'tt some time after the discovery 
of Gympie, he was reported to be very 
well off and represented to be worth some 
£20,000; whether ht> is now in straitened cir­
cumstances or not I do not know, a11d 
I should like to know what cause or nec,"s­
sity the hon. member advances as a reason for 
asking for this £1,000. Mr. Nash has already 
received £1,000. \Vhether that was a sufficient 
reward or not I do not know ; but he also 
became the possessor of a very large prospector's 
claim. He may perhaps have been unfortunate 
in busin~ss circumstances, or lost money through 
speculatwn. I may say there is now tt vacancy 
that may suit him-that of powder magazine 
keeper. If he is satisfied with that position I 
think it would give him a little assistance, pro­
vided he is competent to be put in charge of it. 
I am not quite certain-and I do not like to state 
anything if it is not, correct-but I am to hi that 
Mr. N ash is intemperate in his habits. I should 
not like to make such a statement from hearsay : 
but I have been told that. I know there is a 
vacancy to take charge of the powder magazine 
at Gym pie, and I thought it might suit him; but 
after making inquiries I am rather doubtful 
whether he is suited for the position. I am not 
sure if he was put in possession of £1,000 
whether he or the publicans would get the most 
benefit from it. At all events, I think the Gov­
ermnent are bound to oppose the motion. 

Mr. MELLOR said: I should like to say a 
word or two on the motion. I know the circum­
stances of the case and the circumstances of Mr. 
Nash. No doubt what has been advanced by 
the hon. member for Gympie-with regard to 
the discovery of Gyrnpie being"' great benefit to 
the colony-is quite correct ; the discovery was 
very opportune. I do not think anything has 
occurred either before or after that has been 
of greater importance to the colony; and I 
think hon. members will admit that Gympie 
has to a great extent been the saviour of 
Queensland. The permanence of the place 
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has been pretty well established : instead of 
degenerating it has become far more prosperous. 
Of course at one time things were in a depressed 
condition, because we thought we could not get 
gold at the deeper levels as on some of the gold­
fields. But the prosperity of the field has kept 
up, and I believe that it is now only in its 
infancy, and that it will be of greater impor­
tance to the colony in the future, even, than it has 
been in the past. I do not think, therefore, that 
what the hon. member has asked for the pros­
pector is too much-that is, a reward of another 
£1,000. It has been suggested by the Minister 
for vVorks that the Government might give 
him a situation. I know that Mr. Nash is in 
needy circumstances. Of course the discovery 
of Gym pie was a great benefit to him as well as 
to the colony ; bnt he has since been unfortunate, 
and at the present time, as I say, he is in needy 
circumstances, and it will be a great benefit to 
himself and his family if he can receive some 
assistance. I should be glad if the motion were 
adopted, because I am sure it would not only be 
doing justice to a man who deserves it, but the 
country is entitled to pay it. 

The HoN. SIR T. l\1oiL WRAITH said: I do 
not know what .lVIr. N ash's opinion of this motion 
may be, but I do not think he will thank his 
friends for the way they have advocated his case. 
The plain fact of the matter is that Mr. Kash 
was acknowledged to be the discoverer of the 
Gympie Gold :Field, and was rewarded by the 
colony to the extent of .£1,000. Not one word 
has been said as to why that reward should be 
further extended ; but the MinistBr for \Vorks 
said that if we were to give him the money it is 
doubtful whether he or the publicans would 
benefit most. I think there is one phase of the 
mo.tter which has been overlooked. \Vhat about 
the rich miners of Gym pie who have benefited by 
this goldfield? Cannot they put their hands into 
their pockets and help the man? If they cannot 
give him money, cannot they try to redeem him 
from the courses he appears to have got into? I 
think that ought to have been done before bring­
ing the matter before the House in this way. 
Of all the suggestions I ever heard, the one 
made by the Minister for Works is the most 
ridiculous. If we cannot trust the man with 
£1,000 because the publicans will get it, how can 
wetrusthimto take charge of a powder magazine? 
If the Government have made up their minds 
to give him a billet as a matter of business, 
let them at all events consider the impropriety 
of the inhabitants of Gympie being compro­
mised to the extent suggested by the Minister 
for Works. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) said: I am sure the proposal of my 
hon. colleague was suggested by the kindest 
feelings and the best motives. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: To the 
inhabitants of Gym pie? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : Although 
it may not be wise to entrust Mr. Nash with 
£1,000, the possession of which might lead to 
disastrous consequences for a time, yet, if 
impressed with the responsibility of office, he 
might become a safe powder magazine keeper. 
I have no doubt my hon. friend will fully satisfy 
himself of his fitness for the position before 
entrusting him with it. I think the suggestion 
was a very happy one, because if Mr. Nash is a 
steady man and fit to be placed in that position 
it would be a permanent provision for his old 
age, while if he got £1,000 it might pass away 
very soon. Therefore, I think the mover of the 
resolution would do well to consider whether 
Mr. Nash would not he much better off if he 
received a permanent endowment for life than if 
he had £1,000. I am sure that is the best alter• 
native tu the resolution. 
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Mr. J<'ERGUSON said: I have listened care­
fully to the few remarks made by hon. members 
on the other side, and especially to those of the 
Minister for vVorks. From what little I know 
of Mr. Nash, and from what I have been in­
formed, I think this money would be ruination 
to him if he got it; and if he i• not tit to take 
charge of £1,000, then he cannot be tit to take 
charge of a powder n1agazine. The man, I 
understand, is incar>able of taking charge of 
himself. vVhether he is justified in asking for 
this £1,000 or noG is another question; but I 
trust the ad vice given by the Minister for Works 
will never be carried out. 

l\Ir. BEATTIE s><id: Mr Speaker,-! would 
suggest that perhaps it would be safer to the com­
munity generally if the Coloni><l Treasurer, who 
I know has often vac:mcies in his department, 
could give Mr. 1'\ash a situation where there is 
no temptation. I believe lYir. N ash deserves 
some consideration at the hands of the country, 
but if, as I am informed, the powder magazine at 
Gympie is conGiguous to some of the centres of 
population in that district, I would not ask the 
member for Gym pie to accept the offer made by 
the Minister for Works. I do not think, if what 
has been said is true, that it would be a 
proper thing to place Mr. N ash in such a 
position unless the magazine is so situated that 
it can do no injury to anyone but himself. 
Then I would not have the slightest objection to 
the appointment. I hope, however, that the 
Colonial Treasurer will be able to find him some 
billet on one of the islands along the coast-as 
lighthouse-keeper, for infJtance, or sornething of 
that sort-which would answer the purpose the 
mover of the motion has in view, and make l\Ir. 
N ash comfortable in his old age ; and I hope the 
suggestion I have n1ade will also receive the con­
sideration of the Minister for vVorks. At the 
same time I should like to see l\Ir. N ash receive 
some consideration, as there can be no doubt that 
the discovery of Gympie has been a great 
benefit to Queensland. 

Mr. AJ'\J'\EAR: Mr. Speaker,-It seems to 
me that those who are least acquainted with Mr. 
Nash know most about him. I happen to have 
known him for the lailt eighteen years, and have 
seen him frequently, but I have never seen him 
in a condition in which he could not take care 
of himself. At one time he purchased a farm 
near Tiaro, which was well known to the member 
for vVide Bay. He planted that farm, and in 
two successive years the whole of his crops were 
swept away by the floods. I know that if £1,000 
was voted to him by this House his wife 
would be able to take care of the money and 
provide for their large family in a most creditable 
and honourable manner. I think the member 
for Gym pie might have made out a much better 
case for JVIr. N ash, whom I regard as a benefactor 
to the colony. Mr. Nash endured great 
hardships for a long time, and spent a good deal 
of his own money in finding out the Gympie 
Gold Field, and since it has been discovered he 
has got a, large family too. I am sure, as I have 
already said, that if the sum of money asked 
for is voted, Mrs. N ash will take care of it 
and see that it is properly expended. It seems 
to me that the proposal to place Mr. Nash in 
charge of a powder magazine has been treated as 
a joke. Hon. members have stated that he 
would not be able to take care of the magazine. 
I differ from those hon. gentlemen. In my 
opinion he is fully capable of performing the 
duties that would be required of him. I am 
only sorry that the Minister for Works has not a 
better position to offer l\Ir. N ash. The Gym pie 
Gold Fielrl was discovered at the time when it was 
most needed, and when the colony was on the 
verge of insolvency; and I hope this matter will 

not be treated as a joke. I know that this 
House has previously voted sums of money for 
less deserving cases than this, and on more than 
one occasion; and I shall have much pleasure in 
supporting the motion of the hon. member for 
Gympie. I saw Mr. Nash last week and he was 
then in the full possession of his faculties. I 
suppose he is like many other men, and that he 
takes a glass or two sometimes, but I never knew 
him to be a drunkard. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
we can get over the difficulty proposed by the 
hon. member for lYiulgrave. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH : I pro­
posed no difficulty. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL : The difficulty was, as 
I understood the hon. gentleman, that Mr. Nash 
was not able to take care of a powder magazine. 

The HoN. Sm T. l\fciLWRAITH: I s>1id 
nothing about that. The hon. member is mis­
representing me. I only referred to the remarks 
made by the Minister for vVorks. 

Mr. T. CA1IPBELL: vVell, it does not 
matter by whom the assertion was made; the 
assertion is there. There are not many members 
in the House who have known lYir. Nash longer 
than I have done. I will say nothing of his 
personal habits; but I have a distinct recollec-· 
tion that when a vote for Mr. H. M. Clarkson 
came before the House earlier in the session, the 
hon. member for JYI ulgra ve took a very wise 
course, I think, and proposed that on account 
of l'llr. Clarkson's intemperate habits it would 
be--

The HoN. Sm T. l\fciL vVRAITH : That is 
a gross Inisrepresenta.tion. I never s:1id one 
word about Mr. C!arkson's habits. 

HONOURABLE JYfEMBERS : No. 
l\Ir. BEATTIE : I must certainly correct the 

hon. member for Cook. No such statement was 
made on either side of the House. It would be 
untrue if it were made. 

Mr. T. CAMP BELL: It is possible I may 
have made a mistake, and I apologise if I have 
done so. But I think the money was given to 
Mrs. Clarkson because the man was not able to 
take care of it. 

The HoN. Sm T. l\IciL WRAITH : That is 
not true either. 

Mr. T. CAMP BELL: I think the money was 
not given to Mr. Clarkson as he would not be 
able to take care of it, there being, I believe, 
some lawyers in the case. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member having 
applied the term "intemperate" to a gentleman 
who is not in this House to protect himself, I 
think the hon. member should withdraw the 
remark unreservedly. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL : I have already ex­
plained that I apologise for any assertion f have 
made that was likely to be untrue or false, and I 
think that is sufficient; I do not think I have 
any occasion to withdraw or apologise further 
than that, unless, of course, I am authorised by 
a competent authority to do so. If you, sir, 
think I should withdraw the word "intemperate," 
I shall do so; but I think I have made full 
amends for anything I have said. I believe the 
principle in the two cases is the same. If the 
sum asked for in the resolution were granted to 
Mrs. Nash and her children, the object of the 
hon. member for Gym pie would be fully attained. 
There is no member in this House, I believe, 
who will not agree that the discovery of Mr. 
N ash has been a very great, an almost incalculable 
benefit to the whole colony, and I think that for 
that reason Mr. N ash is :worthy of some little 
consideration. 
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Mr. BAILEY: Mr. Speaker,-Ihave noiloubt 
that neither Mrs. N ash nor Mr. N ash will thank 
me when I say that I would much rather see this 
money voted for the benefit of their fa,mily than 
given to Mr. N ash. I fully recognise the services 
which Mr. Nash has rendered to the colony. 
I remember what a miserable condition the 
country was in when he discovered the Gym pie 
Gold Field : traders were bankrupt, merchants 
were bankrupt, and the Government was almost 
bankrupt. The discovery put new life into the 
colony, and we have gone along well ever since. 
This resolution is a very sm:1ll recugnit.ion of the 
services performed by JYir. N ash, the good effect 
of which h:1s been felt for many years past, 
and will la;;t for many years. His exertions 
have led to the establishment of a settled gold­
field in the colony. We cannot dispute that, and 
to adopt this motion will be only giving a small 
token of the gratitude of the colony to Mr. 
N ash. I should like to see a sum of money secured 
to Mr. N ash's children and wife; but I should be 
very sorry to see it in his hands. I do not know 
enouf!h of the circumstances to express any bad 
opinion of him, but this House has often voted 
money to the families of men who have conferred 
sNvices on the State ; and this is a peculiar case 
where a man has once received a sum of money 
as a reward, and his family are now in needy 
circumstances. l\fr. N ash rendered good se nice 
to the country by his discovery of that glorious 
little goldfield, and I hope the House will not be 
stingy in the matter, but will vote the money 
and secure it for the benefit of his family. As 
the hon. member for Gyrnpie said, it is not a 
claim on the House, but an appeal that we should 
perform a little act of kindness to the family of a 
man who has rendered good and true service. 

Mr. LISSNER said : Listening to the expres­
sions of hon. gentlemen on the other side, one 
would imagine that Gympie was the only place 
in the world that deserve; any credit for 
having done anything at all. It is said that 
the colony has been preserved from ruin simply 
through Mr. Nash's discovery of Gympie. I 
believe it was a good thing tlutt he found 
it, but it was only a lucky hit. Accord­
ing to the laws he got £1,000 reward, and 
I do not think, as far as the colony is con­
eetned, that we owe him anything more. The 
discovery of Gym pie was a fortun,.,te thing for 
the colony, and a credit to Mr. Nash; but other 
goldfields have been discovered since, and some 
of them nearly as good as Gympie. Charters 
Towers was discovered when the colony was not 
quite in sol vent, and good use has been made of 
the discovery ever since. All that was given for 
the discovery of Charters Towers was £1,000, "'nd 
that had to be divided between three or four 
people. I know some of them are h:1rd up again; 
and what would the House think if next week I 
were to ask for another couple of thousands for 
them? There seems to be a mania to come 
here for charit,.,ble purposes. I think the country 
has completed its engagement with Mr. N:1sh. 
If the Gympie people think he deserves more, 
as many of them have been very successful in 
consequence of his discovery, let them subscribe 
for him. I think we would do the same in 
Charters Towers if any of our prospectors were 
in want of money, and get up £500 in no time. I 
shall vote against the motion. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I concur with what has fallen from 
the hon. member for Kennedy. I think 
there are other goldfields in the colony whose 
discoverers are as n1uch deserving of recognition 
as Mr. N ash. I do not know of a single dis­
coverer of gold in the colony who received the 
same amount of benefit from his discovery that 
:\Ir. X ash <.lid; I know the discoverer,; of 

Charters Towers received nothing like it. As 
the ·hon. member for Kennedy says, some of.those 
rnen are not in very good circumsta.nces ; and if 
Mr. Nash is entitled to get £1,000 as a further 
recognition, I shall support the hon. member 
for Kennedy if he brings forward a motion 
for the grant of an additional sum to the 
discoverers of Charters Towers, and the hon. 
member for Cook, if be make,; a similar motion 
with rcg:1rd to the discoverer of the Palmer, 
which. has producecl more gold than any 
other field in the country. I a;;ree with the 
suggestion of the hon. member for Kennedy, 
that the rich miners of Gympie and the 
storekeepen; who ttre rna.ldng fortune::; there 
should put their hands in their own pockets 
and do something for the discoverer of the 
field. I do not think either ::\Ir. or Mrs. N ash 
will be very thankful to their friends for the 
way in which they have been brought before 
the House this afternxm. I hope the hem. 
member will withdraw the motion. It is a 
motion most hon. members do not like to vote 
against; but still to be conscientious they mu,;t 
do it. 

Mr. FRASER said: Mr. Speaker,- There 
is no doubt the finding of Gym pie was a very 
fortunnte thing for the colony, and l\1r. Nash 
was a very fortunate rnan in discovering it. He 
received his reward for the discovery, and it 
seems to me that the supporters of this motion 
do not place him in a ver3• flattering light. The 
claim seems to be aclvanccd simply because Mr. 
Nash has not been >eble to take care of the reward 
he has already received. IV ell, if it is put on a 
purely charitable foundation we can under­
stand it. I quite agree with the hon. member 
for Kennedy, that those who have made 
very large fortunes at Gympie should put their 
hands in their pockets and show their appre­
ci:J.tion of l\Ir. N ash's services. I do not think 
such claims should be perpetually brought before 
the House simply on such a foundation as this. 

Mr. STEVENS sait!: There is one point that 
has not been raised, which, I think, deserves a 
little consideration-that is, the effect the grant­
ing of this money woulcl hnve on men who 
devote their time to looking for goldfields. No 
doubt :Mr. Nash received the Government re­
ward, but the very fact that in his old age 
and misfortune he received a little further con­
sideration would still m0re encourage men 
who are looking for goldfields. I give the hon. 
member for Kennedy credit for sincerity in 
what he said ; but, coming from the member for 
a goldfield, it looks as if he were wishing to put 
a damper on anyone who might come and request 
his services in the House. He points out before­
hand that he does not consider it a good thing, 
and therefore discourages them from m:1king an 
attempt of that sort. I think a good case has 
been made out by the hon. member for Gym pie, 
and the Government might very graciously grant 
this money to be settled on Mr. Nash's family, 
or Mr. N ash himself. I am sure it would have 
a good effect in still further encouraging men to 
go into the wilds and seek for rich goldfields. 

Mr. NOR TON said: I think if we wish tn 
encourage men to go out and look for goldfields 
we should offer all the inducement at once, and 
that they should be given to understand that if 
they do not take care of the reward it will not be 
given to them again. JYir. N ash has already re­
ceivedhisrewardfordiscoveringthe Gympie Gold 
Field; and are we to give him that reward over 
again, simply because he has not known how to 
take care of it? If Mr. N ash went out to discover 
this goldfield simply for the benefit of the com­
munity at large, ]Jerha]Js he deserves more than 
he got; but it strikes me he went out on his own 
account and for his own benefit; and why should 
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we be asked to vote again the money we have 
already given? I take it the Parliament that 
voted the money previously was in a better 
position than we are now to estimate his title to 
a reward for the discovery; because we have 
forgotten the factw of the case. The fact that 
the goldfield has turned out richer than was 
expected has nothing to do with the question; 
the question is what M.r. ]'\ash deserves from 
the country for having found a goldfield, and 
what were his motives in looking for gold? I 
have not the slightest doubt that he went out 
to benefit himself, and the country has given 
consideration to him for what he did. I shall 
oppose the motion. 

The Ho~. R. B. SH:ElUDAK: J\Ir. Speaker,­
! have known J\Ir. N ash as long if not longer than 
:tnyperson in this House, and when Ilived inl\Iary­
horough-! am spe:~king from wh:tt came under 
1ny own knowledge-I ca.n conHcientiously say 
that I never saw l\Ir. N :tsh unfit to carry on his 
business in a respectable manner. The character 
which he has got here may or may nDt be true. 
I do not say that it is. I only speak of what I 
know myself. \Vhat one hears is no evidence 
at all. I have frefjuently seen l\Ir. N ash both 
on business and otherwise, and I know his 
family are very respectable indeed; :tncl, so far 
as I am personally acquainted with him, he 
is respectable. He has conferred very great 
benefit on the colony by his discovery of the very 
hest goldfield in Queensland. True, he got his 
reward; but that was quite inadequate to the 
enormous benefit conferred on the whole colony, 
bec:tuse I believe that many of the gentlemen 
who discovered goldfields elsewhere, were 
persons who gained their experience in Gym pie. 
Charters Tower.~, Ravenswood, l\faytown, and 
other valuable goldfields which benefit the 
colony so much, owe their origin to those who 
gained their experience in Gym pie. 

l\Ir. NOR'l'ON: That is a supposition. 
l\Ir. l\IACFARLANE: J\Ir. Speaker,-The 

f]Uestion, it appears to me, is this-Is l\Ir. N ash 
entitled to this money? If he is entitled to the 
money, and if the colony has received the great 
amountofhenefitfrom his discovery that is alleged, 
it might not he a had thing to give the money. 
But I am given to understand that, besides Mr. 
Nash having received the £1,000 formerly voted, 
he reaped" rich reward from the gold he recovered 
from that field. I think I saw it mentioned a 
number of years ago that l\Ir. Nash cle:tred 
£20,000 out of one gully. If that be true-I am 
not giving it as a true st:ttement-but if it he 
true, I think he has been very well paid. I was 
rather amused by the member for Logan, l\fr. 
Stevens, who made use of a curious argument in 
reference to this claim. He said it would dis­
courage anyone else coming here, who had spent 
all his money and the money of his children and 
the £1,000 that he had got from the Government, 
from making a fresh claim. 

Mr. STEVEXS : The hon. member is saying 
:tlmost the very opposite of what I stated. I 
said it would still further encourage men who 
:tre looking for goldfields, instead of discourag­
ing them, if this £1,000 were granted. 

Mr. l\IACF ARLANE : I did not understand 
the hon. member in that light. For every fre~h 
goldfield that is found out there is already a 
reward given of £1,000, so that there was no i.1se 
his employing that argument about encourage­
ment or discouragement. However, as was well 
remarked by the hon. member for Kennedy, if 
this money is paid it will be put down as a 
precedent, and all other discoverers of gold in 
other districts of the colony who have spent their 
money and h:tve come to poverty will be induced 
to come here and make a similar claim, and ask 
that even-handed justice be dealt out to them. 

Mr. BUCKLAND: Mr. Speaker,-! do not 
know what amount l\Ir. Nash made out of this 
rich mine at <iymvie-whether it was £20,000, or 
half that amount. I have some recollection that 
at the time it was stated that he made about 
£14,000. Be that as it may, he deserved all be 
got, for it must he in the recollection of many 
hon. members in this House, that at the 
time Gympie w:ts discovered by Mr. Nash 
the colony was in very depressed circumstances 
-not only Briohane, hut, as an hon. mem­
ber remarked, Ipswich especially. At that 
time the Government were borrowing money 
at a very high rate of interest. Trade and 
manubctnres of every description were :tt a 
very low ebb. I am very glad to be able 
to support the motion of the hon. member 
for (+ympie on this occasion. I believe that up 
to the present time of this year Gym pie has pro­
duced over 100,000 ounces of gold, and, taking it 
at £3 per oLmce, that represents over a quarter 
of a million of money. I consider lYir. N ash 
deserves the amount mentioned in the motion 
from the country, and if it he the c:tse, as has 
been stated by hon. members, that 2\fr. N ash is 
not to be entrusted with this money, we should 
do the same with l\Ir. N ash as we did with 
lYir. Clarkson, :tnd settle the money on his wife 
and family for their benefit. I think that would 
be only doing justice to the discoverer of one of 
the hest goldfields of the colony. Members must 
not forget the depression that existed previous to 
the discovery of the Gympie Gold I<'ield. I can 
recollect it, and I only hope this vote will p:tss. 

l\Ir. JORDAN: Mr. Speaker,-All my sym­
pathies go with the mover of the resolution, and 
in favour of Mr. Nash. I think that the dis­
covery of the Gym pie Gold Field was just in the 
very nick of time to save the colony from a con­
dition of very gre:tt commercial and general 
depression; and though Mr. N ash received 
£1,000 for it according to promise, yet the dis­
covery has turned out far beyond any expecta­
tions which had been formed of it before that 
reward was offered. And I think it would be <1 
graceful act on the part of this House if £1,000 
weregiventoMr. Nash. He hasnotputin a claim 
for it, but he has an equitable claim for it, :tnd he 
puts it to the generosity of the House and country. 
Under the peculiar circumstances of the c:tse, and 
the great value of the discovery he w:ts fortunate 
enough to make, and, also considering that his 
family are in the midst of trouble, all my 
sympathies and feelings go in favour of the reso­
lution. I doubt, however, whether we should be 
conferring a great benefit on Mr. Nash and his 
family by carrying this resolution for giving him 
£1,000-even supposing we gave it to him per­
sonally or to his family. I am very gbd to hear 
what the two hon. members for Maryborough­
Mr. Annear :tnd l\Ir. Sheridan-have said, and 
that there was a false impression about· Mr. 
N ash's habits. vVe have heard, too, tb:tt he 
has lost the money which he had emh:trked in 
farming by " visitation of Providence. The 
Minister for \Vorks has made an offer, or what 
is tantamount to an offer, to do something better 
for Mr. N ash than giving him this £1,000. If 
the hon. gentleman is prepared to give him a 
permanent situation in some position, the duties 
of which he is c:tp:thle of fulfilling, at £100 or 
£200 a year, it would certainly be a great deal 
better for him, m1d I would suggest to the hon. 
member for Gympie to withdraw his motion, 
resting on the implied promise of the Minister 
for vVorks to give him some permanent employ­
ment in the Ci vi! Service. 

Mr. BLACK said: I do not altogether under­
stand the hon. member for South Brisbane. 
First of all he says it would l1e a <;"raceful 
act on the part of the House to give Mr. Nash 



[12 :IJECEMBlHt.J 1841 

thio; £1,000 and then he advises the hon. 
member for Gympie to withdraw his motion on 
the strength of an implied promise of the 
Minister for Lands to find some permanent 
employment for him. It is very easy to talk 
about doing a graceful act in giving away other 
people's money. vVe are not giving away our 
owu money; we are giving away the money that 
is contributed by the taxpayers of the country, 
and I maintain that no sufficient cause has been 
shown why the Government should depart from 
those strict economical motives which, I hope, 
always actuate them. l'IIr. Nash's discovery 
has undoubtedly been of great benefit to the 
colony. \Ve are told that at the time Gympie 
was discovered the colony was on the verg·e of 
insolvency-whatever that may mean. ']'here 
is no doubt the colony was in a depressed 
state at that time, though I am not aware that 
it was in a more depressed state then than it is 
now and is likely to be for some time. When 
Mr. N ash made his discovery he received the 
reward of £1,000, as a recognition in full, I 
believe, of any services he had rendered to the 
colony by the discovery of this goldfield. It 
would be setting a very bad precedent if the 
Government were now to admit that there should 
be no finality to these claims, and for that reason 
I am certainly not prepared to support any 
further recognition in the way now moved for. 
At the same time, if the Government have a 
situation at their disposal for which Mr. Nash 
is fitted, I see no reason why they should not 
bestow it upon him. There seems to be a 
good deal of Southern feeling worked up in 
this motion. Hon. members connected in 
any way with Gympie, or who represent 
constituencies about Gympie, seem inclined to 
vote for an expenditure for w bich I do not 
think they have shown sufficient reason. We 
have heard a good deal about Gympie, and 
we are often told that Gympie is the grandest 
goldfield in the colony. I have looked up the 
statistics, and I fail to see that it is much better 
than some of our other goldfields. We might as 
well have this matter placed on a satisfactory 
footing, so that whenever Gym pie is referred to 
in the future we shall know what iR its relative 
position amongst the goldfields of the colony. I 
find from the official statistics that up to the end of 
last yearGympiehad produced931,000ozs. of gold. 

Mr. SJIIIYTH : How much was got last year? 
Mr. BLACK : I am taking the Government 

statistics, which are the only statistics that any­
one is justified in quoting in this House. Up 
to the same period the Palmer had produced 
1,228,000 ozs. of gold, and Charters Towers 
1,071,240 ozs. ; to say nothing of Ravenswood, 
which may almost be considered a portion ofit. 
So that, according to the statistics-which, I be­
lieve, are sufficiently accurate for our purpose­
Gympie ranks third among the goldfields of 
Queensland. It is as well that hon. memben 
should understand that, when we so often hear it 
said that Gym pie is the premier goldfield of the 
colony. 

Mr. MIDGLEY: I really cannot see the 
utility of making laws and ref!ulations with 
regard to these matters, if they are to be inter­
fered with from time to time by motions of 
this kind. Tbe people's representatives of the 
colony passed a certain law offering a specified 
reward to encourage pro,pectors to make dis­
coveries of fiold. l'IIr. Nash, it is stated, dis· 
covered the Gym pie Gold J!'ield, for which he 
received the stated reward. Not only was his 
discovery beneficial to other people, but it con­
ferred a solid substantial benefit upon himself. 
Supposing Mr. N ash had not done so well, a plea 
might have been raised that he had spent a great 
deal of time and labour, and subjected himself to 
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a certain amount of peril, in discovering the field, 
and a good deal might have been said in favour 
of it. But no such plea can be raised in this 
case; and I object to the motion because 
it makes child's-play of regulations and 
hws. If there is to be no finality we 
may expect to be flooded with motions 
of this kind. If the good lady who recently 
got a vote of £2,000 were to live another 
ten or twenty years, there might be another 
application to the House for a similar grant. I 
have no wish to say anything that will hurt 
the feelings of Mr. Nash or his family, or to say 
anything whatever in depreciation of the Gym pie 
Gold Field, or of the benefit it has been to the 
colony, but we may rest assured that if the 
motion is passed there will be no end to appli­
cations of this kind. We have already had an 
intimation that if it is carried there will be some 
from Charters Towers ; and there ought to be 
some for a thundering big amount some day from 
the men who discovered Mount Morgan and the 
Palmer. I regard this motion as an improper 
attempt to take the people's money. The man 
has had what was due to bim, and there the 
matter should stop. It is a motion of a kind 
of which there is more than one on the paper, 
and I intend to oppose it to the utmost of my 
power. 

Mr. SMYTH, in reply, said: Mr. Speaker,­
Some hon. members on the other side of the 
House have compared Gympie with other gold· 
fields. We are very glad to hear that Charters 
Towers has yielded as much gold as we have at 
Gym pie. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: It has 
yielded a great deal more. 

Mr. SMYTH: We like to see other goldfields 
in the colony as prosperous as ourselves. The 
hon. member for Townsville has referred to the 
Palmer Gold Field, which has turned out more 
gold than any other field up to the present time ; 
but it has fallen off considerably lately, and the 
yield for last year from alluvial gold and quartz 
altogether was only 24,000 ounces; whereas in 
Gympie it was 68,000 ounces, and this year 
120,000 ounces. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : What was 
the yield from Gympie in 1881 ~ 

Mr. SMYTH: 67,000 ounces. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: It has been 

as low as 38,000 ounces. 
Mr. SMYTH: 38,000 ounces is the lowest; 

but it has gone up 80,000 ounces more than that, 
and I hope it will continue going up. It was 
the existence of Gympie which brought other 
fields into existence; without it there would 
have been no prospecting upon the Palmer. 
Mr. Mulligan followed the tracks of some sur• 
veyors, and but for him that goldfield would 
have remained undeveloped. Mr. Mulligan 
would never have been in Queensland had it not 
been for Gympie, and tbe 1,200,000 ounces of 
gold got from the Palmer Field would have 
remained still in the ground, and the China• 
men who fossicked there would have re• 
mained in China. There are other gratui• 
ties upon the Supplementary Estimates for 
persons who did nothing but draw full sala• 
ries while they were alive, and after they 
were dead they left their wives and families to 
be provided for; and in some cases those claims 
have been allowed. There is one gentleman, Mr. 
Landsborough, who,I have been informed,recei ved 
£2,000 for prospecting for pastoral lands for his 
friends and relations-prospecting for lands for 
other people, and not for the country at all. In 
discovering the Gym pie Gold Field Mr. Nash was 
entitled to a reward of £1,000 if he discovered a 
payable field not less than five milee away from 
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any other. The one he discovered was nearly 
200 miles from the Crocodile, which was the 
nearest; whereas, had he discovered a field in 
January, and only twenty miles from another 
field, he would have received £3,000. But he dis­
covered one at a long distance from any other, in 
a good healthy place, and a place which is 
thickly populated. I am not going to press the 
vote, as the Government have made some kind 
of a promise to do something for Mr N ash-to 
provide for him. If he does not g< t the appoint­
ment to take charge of the magazine somebody 
else will, but if he gets it he will earn his m• oney. 
He is well able to take charge of it. I have 
heard of his intemperate habits outside of this 
House, but I cannot say that I ever saw him 
the worse for liquor. Some reports may have 
got about, but I never saw him the worse for 
liquor. I am sure that his wife will be able 
to look after him, and I think that he will 
keep any situation he gets. Some people say 
that on account of his intemperate habito he 
would not be aHe to look after a magazine any 
more than the £1,000. I do not believe there is 
a pound of blasting powder on Gym pie ; the 
magazine is full of dynamite, whieh is securely 
packed up in cases, so that all Mr. Nash will 
have to do will he to store them in .the maga­
zine, and then hand it out to be taken away, 
and keep a check of it. He will also have to 
protect the magazine from fire and storm 
and other things, which, I think, he is well 
qualified to do. I will withdraw this claim 
now in the hope that the Government will re­
cognise it in some other way. Mr. Nash will be 
in no better position than a man just taken out 
of the barracks; he will have to earn his money, 
and if he is of intemperate habits I will 
guarantee that he will not remain there long if 
I can help it. I would not, for the sake of the 
people of Gympie, put any man of intemperate 
habit" in charge of a dynamite magazine. Hon. 
members opposite say that this is a new 
thing-giving a man employment as a reward 
for services rendered ; but it was done lately 
in New Zealand in the case of two old pros­
pectors. lYien engaged in prospecting soon lose 
their health, and get rheuma~ics and fever, and 
I know many men in l}u< ensland who have 
become total wrecks ; so tiLt what the Govern­
D'Cnt here propose to d,, is what theN ew Zealand 
Govemment have already done-they are taking 
those people in hand who have benefited the 
country. I therefore beg to withdraw the motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL-DE:FENCE BILL. 
The SPEAKER announced that he had 

received a message from the Legislative Council 
returning the Defence Bill, with amendments, in 
which they invited the concurrence of the Legis­
lative Assembly. 

The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith) moved 
that the message be taken into consideration on 
Monday. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Is it 
the intention of the Government to take that 
business before the business already announced? 

The PREMIER: Yes ; I think so. The 
amendments, so far as I know, are entirely 
formal, and I do not think there are many of 
them. 
REDUCTION OF WATERWORKS LOAN 

DEBTS m, IPSWICH, TOOWOOMBA, 
AND MARYBOROUGH. 

Mr ALAND, in moving-
rrhat the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itseU 

into a Committee o! the Whole to consider the following 
resolutions :-

1. That the House, having in -view that the water 
works loan <'lebt of Warwick has been reduced by the 

sum of £5,000 since the passing of the Public Works 
Loans Ae:t;, is of opinion that a similar concession should 
be made to the municipalities of Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
and :Maryborough. 

2. ThHt an address be presented to the Governor, 
praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause the 
necessary steps to be taken to give immediate effect to 
the foregoing resolution. 
said: Mr. Speaker,-I was in hopes that after 
the deputation that waited upon the Colonial 
Treasurer sometwomonthsago, and in such a clear 
and able manner brought this question before his 
notice, that there would have been no necessity 
for me to move in the matter in the House. I 
certainly did think that from the very fa vnnrable 
way in which that deputation was received, and 
the most hopeful answer with which they were 
sent away, that a very different reply would have 
beensenttothem from what they received. It has 
been stated that a resolution like the one I bring 
forward is a matter of repudiation-that the 
municipalities interested in this motion wish 
to repudiate their liability to the Government. 
I wish to most emphatically state that this 
is not a matter of repudiation at all. All 
those three municipalities which I have 
mentioned were indebted to the Government, 
and are still indebted to the Government, but 
they took over the liability. Had they wished 
to repudiate they might have held out and not 
taken over these works, and, in fact, placed 
themselves in a somewhat similar position to 
that which the Warwick Municipality placed 
itself in. However, these municipalities did 
nothing of the sort. They believed, with the 
Warwick Municipality, that they were entitled 
to some allowance from the Government. The 
allowance was not made, but the municipalities 
mentioned in this notice of motion took over the 
liability, and they have ever since been paying 
their annual in,talments towards the reduction 
of the debt. Now, it will be remembered that 
some two year~ ago, in 1882, there \Vas a 1nuni~ 
c1pal conference held in Brisbane. That con­
ference discussed manv matters connected with 
municipal government, and they brought up a 
report of their proceedings. They presented it 
to the then Colonial Secretary-Sir Thomas 
Mcllwraith-and I believe I am con-ect when I 
say that he gave thPm great credit for the 
Illanner in which they bad conducted their 
proceedings, that he considered many of the 
suggestions which they brought forward were 
good ones, and said that he would take them 
into his consideration. Now, one of the matters 
which that conference brought forward was the 
subject of water supply. The ma~·or of Warwick 
proposed a resolntinn on the subject, and I will 
read it. It was to this effect:-

"That, in the opinion of this confere1we, the debts 
forced up01i the varwus municipalities for waterworks 
weigh heavily on the ratepa~ers, and that the Gov­
ernment he requested to reduce the df-•bts by the 
liability incurred over and above the original estimate ; 
also, that the Government be urgently requested to 
pny endowment on water rates." 
That matter was discussed, and as far as the en­
dowment of water rates was concerned it did not 
meet with the full approval of the conference ; 
but it was thought by every speaker that, in the 
case of waterworks carried out by the Govern­
ment officials or the municipalities, the muni­
cip:1lities had some claim upon the Government 
for a~sistance. The resolution which was carried 
was one moved by yourself, Mr. Speaker, and it 
was to this effect:-

" That, from the statements made to the conference 
hy the representatives of the nwjo 'ity of the munici~ 
palities, it appears that the waterworks in many of 
them have cost nearly double tile amount of the water­
works engineer's first estimate, thereby doubling the 
original estimate of 1vater rates to be levied: Resolved­
(!) That the conference sympathises with tbe unfor~ 
tunate position these municip:;tllties are placed in, and 
recommends t-hem to the favourable consideration ot 
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the Government. (2) That grants in aid from the 
gP-neral revenue should be made in the preliminary 
construction of waterworks within all municipalities to 
the extent of one-third the actual cost, (3) 'rhat grants 
in aid should apply to the municipalities in which water­
works are already constructed to the ex tent of one­
third the actual cost, as a means of reducing the present 
burdensome water rate." 
That resolution was seconded by the member 
for Warwick, Mr. Horwitz, and carried unani­
mously. I would like to point out what the 
Minister for Works, Mr. Miles, who then repre­
sented the municipality of Allora, said. I will 
juet give the last few words of his speech, because, 
althongh the whole of it bears upon the subject, 
that is the best part of it. 

The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: Read the 
first part of it. 

Mr. ALAND : Very well ; then I will give 
the whole of it :-

"Mr. Miles hoped the mayor of Ipswich IMr. Willey) 
would not pre~s his proposition, and thought Mr. 
Groom's l'Pt<Olution met the difficulty, not only as far as 
existing works were concerned but also those to be 
under~aken. Gympie had no waterworks; neither had 
the municipality which he represented. The resolutions 
were gen(7ral, ~nd he hoped they would be carried 
unftnimou~ly. They merely contained suggesti ns which 
would greatly a~sist the Legislature in considf-·ring the 
matter. ·warwick had, no doubt, a svecial cl·lim. 
ne did not find mu"h hult with the cost of the W"rks, 
an'l it was perfectly useles-. to do so. Tt e.v were carried 
on under the !'l'lpPrvision of a Gave• nmrnt offker. The 
municipal council had no control over them. but he "as 
not prepqred to altogether exonerate them f om blame. 
If they knE'w what was going on t ey sh•1uld have rnade 
represrntation · to the Gov rnme,·t, who woulrl no doubt 
h·tve looked into the matter; butheb--"lieved the council 
thought they 'vonld not have to repay the money that 
was being w.tsted. No doubt the works were sca.mped. 
They dare not put more than fonr feet of water in the 
res.~rvo:r at the present time. lie thought the Govern­
ment made a blunder in the first instance in not handing 
the m· ney over t,l the municipality, and merely pro­
viding a Government otncer to supervise the works. 
At the same time, the colmcil ha.d a perfect right to say 
• You have squandered our money, and we ask you now 
to help us out of the difficulty in which we a.re placed.' 
He had great pleasure in supporting the motion." 
vVell, Mr. Speaker, I will repeat those words, 
because I expect to have the .Minister for Works 
with me on this occasion :-

" You have squandered our monPy, and we ask you to 
help us out of the difficulty in which we are placed,, 

The outcome of that resolution, I think, 
was- well, I daresay it had a great deal 
to do with it-that the Ministry of the day 
reduced the cost of the Warwick waterworks 
by something like £5,000. Of course, I am 
not going to say, sir, that it was on 8,ccount 
of that resolution or on account of that confer­
ence of the different mnnicipalities; but l have 
no doubt thllt the Government of the dav were 
very much helped in their decision in this matter 
by those resolutions, and they did what was only 
a very just thing to do. They relieved the 
mnnicipality of Warwick of a part of its 
indebtedness. It may be said that this 
matter of the Toowoomba waterworks-! shall 
speak a word or two about the others, 
although the members for Ipswich and Mary­
borough are present and know something about 
their water supply-but it will be remembered 
that this matter of the Toowoomba waterworks 
was once before brought under the notice of the 
House, and a select committee was appointed to 
inquire into t.hat matter. As far as I have been 
able to understand, that select committee was 
appointed to inquire what money had been 
actually spent upon the works. If I mistake not 
that was what the select committee was appointed 
to do, and wasaboutall they did do in theyear1882. 
That select committee, as I said before, met for 
the purpose of inquiring into that and did not 
go much beyond it, and they brought up a report 
~ta.ting that the money had been spent; and 

therefore the Toowoomba Corporation were liable 
for the amount. The Toowoomba Corporation 
took over the amount and have been paying 
their endowment on it ever since. In that 
report I think there is an expression 
which after events have not justified. I 
speak pretty much from memory, but I 
think the report stated that the supply of 
water was equal to the demand, that in fact 
a fair supply of water had been furnished to the 
inhabitants. Now that is not correct. After 
events have proved that the supply of water 
which we were left by the engineer for the works 
was a supply quite inadequate to the require­
ments of the inhabitants of 'Ioowoomba. I 
know that for some weeks, where I live, which 
is on one of the high levels, we were not 
able to get a drop of water from the water 
supply of the town. I do not know whether 
it is really necessary for me to say much in 
reference to the waterworks in Toowoomba, or 
how they were carried out. It was in conse­
quence of a vote for £10,000 on the Loan Account 
being obtained by you, sir, for water supply. I 
myself was mayor of the municipality at the 
time, and we naturally thought that as this 
amount was on the Loan Estimates we should 
use the money for the benefit of the town 
of Toowoomba. I wrote to the Govern­
ment to place at our disposal the services of 
an engineer, and, if I mistake not, I made the 
reque8t that the gentleman should be Mr. 
Thorneloe Smith; though why I should make the 
request for that gentleman :1: cannot say now, 
unless it was that he had been ei1gaged, and 
most successfully engaged, in carrying out, at a 
moderate and economical cost, the drainage of 
the swamns in Toowoomba. He was the 
engineer appointed for that work; and I suppose 
I thought that, as he had carried out that work, he 
would be the best man the Government could send 
us to report upon the water supply. The Gov­
ernment did not send Mr. Thorneloe Smith, but 
they sent a man whom they considered to be a 
good authority on the matter. We know that 
Mr. Highfield, the gentleman sent up, took the 
fancy of supplying the town of Toowoomba with 
water from a well that was already in exist­
ence at a place called the Red Lion Hill. 
I myself, I know, spoke to Mr. Highfield on 
the matter, and asked him if he was really sure 
that that well, which all of us knew, would really 
supply the inhabitants of Toowoomba with 
water. I also spoke to Mr. F. T. Gregory and 
to Mr. A. C. Gregory, and also to several other 
gentlemen, and the consensus of their opinion 
was that it was a mistake altogether for Mr. 
Highfield to think that a supply of water for 
Toowoomba could be obtained from that well. 
The council met time after time before they 
would consent to purchase the property known as 
the Red Lion Hill, because they knew that if 
they once purchased that property thP.y would 
commit themselves to this scheme of Mr. High­
field's; and it was only after I received a letter 
from the then Minister for Works, Mr. King, 
and which was something to this effect-I can­
not now give the precise words-that unless we 
decided to purchase the Red Lion property, Mr. 
Highfield's services would not be continued to us 
as surveyor and engineer for these waterworks. So 
that the corporation, against their judgment-I 
say unhesitatingly, against the judgment of 
almost every member of that corporation-were 
compelled either to have the money already 
spent-and it amounted to a great deal-frittered 
away, and to have the works stopped, or con­
sent to purchase the Red Lion property. 
The council purchased the Red Lion pro­
perty, and from that time they were not 
consulted in the matter in any way whatever. 
We know that M:r. Highfield's estimate WaG 
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£10,000, but before those works were completed 
-and completed in the manner in which they 
were completed- they cost the corporation 
something like £16,900. Befm;e the inhabitantR 
of Toowoomba were able to get any water from 
that water supply the works cost something like 
£1,500 or £2,000 more: so that it will be seen 
the Toowoomba Corporation were altogether 
led astray in the matter. I confess that, as 
mayor of the town, I would never have 
consented-as I told the ratepayers at the 
time-to a larger rate than 1s. in the £1 being 
imposed upon them for a water supply; and 
estimating the cost of the works at the sum 
which the engineer gave in-namely, something 
like £10,000-I felt assured that we should be able 
to supply the inhabitants with water at a rate of 
1s. in the £1. Well, what has it been? Instead 
of being 1s. in the £1, it is more likely to amount to 
4s. in the £1; and in many instances, although the 
tax has been considerably reduced, it is still a very 
heavy burden upon the taxpayers of Toowoomba. 
As far as Maryborough is concerned, the hon. 
member for Maryborough is present and he 
will be able to tell all about that ; but there I 
believe the same mismanagement was carried out. 
I believe, however, that 1 am correctly informed 
that the supply at Maryborough is a good 
supply? 

An H0!-10\JRABL:U: ?ll:u:MB:U:R : Ye". 

Mr. ALAND: They have a good supply 
there; but if my information is correct, it does 
not strike me that the manner in which those 
works were carried out was the right way to 
carry out thme works at all. I am informed 
that a pump which draws twelve inches of water 
throws it into a ten-inch pipe, and the conse­
quence is that the pipes near the resenoir, owing 
to the pressure of the water coming into them, are 
constantly bursting. So far as Ipswich is concerned, 
I noticed the other day when the committee went 
out there to inspect their works they found 
that the reservoir was in anything but the con­
dition which a reservoir so recently constructed 
as that should be. The construction of the 
thing is faulty; and here let me say the con­
struction of our reservoir at Toowoom ba is abo 
faulty. We only put a few feet of water in it 
and it burst. vV e had to go to the expense of 
putting that right again, and now, if I 1nistake 
not, we can only put a certain quantity of water 
into it. vVe cannot rmt in a sufficient CJuantity 
of water to produce pressure enough to supply 
the higher levels of the town. \V e dare n<;t 
nearly fill it now-and as a matter of fact we 
cannot fill it, for it leaks-but if we did attempt 
to fill it, I believe it would burst again. 
:i'\ow I want to point out what will be the 
effect of the resolution I have prnposed, sup­
posing it is carried. The Colonial Treasurer, no 
doubt, thinks it is a tremendous wid I am 
making on the Treasury. I do not think it is. Of 
course the aggregate arnount is a very good stun; 
but, seeing that it is payable by the municipalities 
in annual sun1s extending over forty years, the 
reduction in the amount which the Treasurer will 
receive in the next thirty-five or thirty-six years 
will not be very much. The estimated cost of 
the waterworks mentioned in the resolntion 
was £58,000 ; in other words, the waterworks at 
Ipswich, Maryborough, and Toowoomba were 
estimated by the engineer to cost that sum. 
But when handed over by the engineer, and 
handed over, too, in an incomplete state-at all 
events as far as Toowoomba was concerned, and I 
have no doubt the members for the other places 
named will state so far as these towns were 
concerned also-those works had cost £7!5,000. 
The total cost, however, up to the present 
time, is £102,000. The waterworks which 
were estim<>ted to cost £38,000 have really 

.loan iJebts, lit(', 

cost £102,000 ; and even now they are not 
in a satisfactory state. Toowoomba requires 
a further sum to extend the works. They are 
not in a satisfactory condition ; and I know an 
estimate was given not long since that it would 
cost something like £GOO or £700 for the tank or 
reservoir to be put in proper condition. I know 
that the building upon which the high-level tank 
rests is not in a very Ratisfactory state, and I 
have no doubt it is the same in other munici­
palities. The resolution means this : I may as 
well point this out to the Colonial Treasurer in 
case he has not already considered it, because 
I think it will help him to decide the matter 
in our favour. The 'Varwick waterworks cost, 
I think, £17,000. The batds I have taken 
is one-third the ammmt on which the different 
works were handed over by the Govern­
ment to the corporations. The resolution, 
if carried out, n1eans a reduction of one­
third of £7!5,900-the amount the works had 
cost when handed over. That one-third is 
£25,300, and the annual payment on that is 
£1,37f\ 17s. 6<1. That is the amount which these 
three municipalities are, I say, fairly entitled to 
be relieved from paying. 1f that were done it 
would help them in more ways than one. I am 
not aware whether the amount owing by munici­
palities or waterworks affects their borrowing 
powers. 

An HoXOUHABLE J\1E;~mER: Yes. 
::VIr. ALAXD : I was under the impression 

that a corporation could borrow ti ve times the 
amount of its revenue, exclusive of what w:ts 
required for waterworks purposes. If that is not 
the case, it strikes me that some of them have 
been borrowing rnore than they ought to have 
done. \Vithout going into the figures, I ca11not 
see why the little corporations have been 
allowed tn borrow ;;o much for all purposes. I 
may say that I have only mentioned three 
municipalities, bec,use their waterworks were 
carried out under similar conditimts to the works 
at \Varwick. I can see no objection -in 
fact, I think it is a matter worthy of considem­
tion by the Government why all nmnicipalities 
should not be helped in the matter of water 
supply. I may be looking at the thin~ from a 
very narrow point of view ; but I think munici­
palities are as much entitled to assistance in this 
nuttter as divisional boards and as the outside 
districts. Of ce>urse I know tlmt the outside dis­
tricts have greater claims in that way than we 
have; but, seeing that the Government have 
helped places like Roma, Hosewood, and 
:Fassifern, and many others, and seeing also 
that they are going to be liberal in this 
direction in outside plnces, I think that 
we, in the inside, who have to bet>r a larger 
share of the burden of taxation, should also 
be helped. I know it is often said-in fact, I 
was asked to day·-" vVhy should the people of 
Cook be taxed to pay for your waterworks?" 
I may just as well say, "\Vhy should we be 
taxed to pn,y for the Cooktown Railway?" 
Surely we contribute as much to the taxation 
fur that railway-I daresay a great deal more­
than even the people in the district. At the 
same time I believe the time is coming when 
that will be a very prosperous district, and 
when the milway now being constructed will 
be one of the best paying lines in the colony. I 
have very good reasons for saying tlmt. 

Mr. NORTON: Just now, at any rate. 

Mr. ALAND: The Minister for vVorks is not 
in his place, or I would have read something 
there is in tt prrper about him ; but if he happens 
to be here when the hem. member for J\1ary­
borough is speaking I will get him to read it, 
I have much pleasm·e in moving the resolution. 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER: Mr. 
Speaker,-I have listened with much attention 
to the remarks of the hon. member for Too­
woomba in introducing this widely distributed 
motion, anrl I may say at the outset that I re~ret 
he should have inferred from my reception of the 
deputation from the municipalities, of which he 
was a member, that I held out any encourage­
ment to the deputation, or that he should ima~ine 
now that I am assuming a different attitude to 
that which I promised to assume nt the time of 
that interview. I must say that from what the 
hon. gentleman has stated I can hftrclly under­
stand whether he puts forward this motion 
as an appeal or a claim. In either case I 
think it falls short of the mark, and is inju­
dicious. It is inconvenient to deal with it at 
the present time, and I trust hon. members 
who represent municipalities will consider that 
they are representatives of the people in this 
Chftmber, and that, however much it might 
please the municipalities to have their debt 
recluced-I suppose the extinction of their debt 
would please them even better than it,; partial 
reduction-they will consider the circumstances 
of the country, and that it is not fair that the 
tax~ttion of the whole of the people of the country. 
should be applied to the reduction of the debts 
of two or three corporations. The gronncls for 
the motion are very insufficient indeed. I\ othing 
ha~ been advanced to show that there is any 
actmtl necessity for a reduction of the 
debt of the n1unicipalities which have been 
mentioned on the score of their inability 
to pay it. J'\ot one word has been said 
as to either Toowoomha, J\Iaryborough, vVar­
wick, or Ipswich not being able to raise the 
amount of rates necessary to cover the annual 
interest on their loans. The claim is, that 
because the \V arwick Corporation has had the 
good fortune to have £3,500 of their waterworks 
loan remitted, a similar concession should be 
made to Toowoomha, M>Lryborough, and Ipswich. 
I really cannot see why the hon. member should 
not have included the municipality of Uock­
hampton, and why he should not also have con­
sidered the condition of Townsville. 

Mr. ALAND: I gave the reason. 
The COLONIAL TREASURJ~R: I did not 

catch the remarks of the hon. gentleman on that 
point. I have not the slightest doubt that if this 
motion were carried successfully, hon. gentlemen 
representing other constituencies would regard 
it as their duty to introduce a motion at a very 
early elate claiming similar concessions in re,pect 
of the loans of the municipalities they represent. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: And 
future municipalities for future loans. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The mo,'er 
of the motion has not based it npon the resolu­
tion of the municipal conference. The 2nd 
clause of the resolution states "that ~rants in 
aid from the general revenue should be made in 
the preliminary construction of waterworks in 
all municipalities to the extent of one-third the 
actual cost." And the 3rd clause is as 
follows : " 'rhat ~rants in aid should apply to 
the municipttlities in which waterworks are 
already constructed to the extent of one-third 
the actual cost, as a means of reducing 
the present burdensome rate." Now, the hon. 
gentleman has not accepted that resolution as 
the basis of his suggestion for the relief of the 
three municipalities which he considers specially 
entitled to the consideration of the House. I 
think he ought to have shown that the circum­
stances of Ipswich, Toowoomba, and JY[ary­
borough are decidedly analogous, as the first 
ground for considering the claims. But. he has not 
done so, and I am in a position to say that there is 
a very great difference in their po8itions-that in 

no case are the circumstances of these mnnici· 
palities analogous to those of '>V arwick. There 
is no doubt that the \Varwick waterworks 
were constructed in a very unsatisfactory 
manner indeed, and that a good deal of 
money was squandered on their construction. 
The community was a small one, and the muni­
cipality refused to tr1ke over the works; and, I 
think, the Government of the day acted wisely 
in doing as they did. They had the waterworks 
valued lJy the \V aterworks Engineer, and his 
valuation was accepted by both the corporation 
and the Government ; and an Executive minute 
was passed in 1881 by which the Government 
remitted a portion of the cost, amounting to 
£3,047 19s. lld., and made a refundment of the 
endowment which he~d been retained-namely, 
£2,602 15s. lOd. Upon that the waterworks 
were taken over by the council, and so far there 
has been finality on that question. In the case of 
Toowoomba, Ii18wich, and Maryborough the cir­
cumstances are slightly different. Perhaps thos.e 
of .Mary borough were more analogous to the condt· 
tionsof vVarwickthan those of eitherToowoomha 
or Ipswich. The Maryborough Corporation like­
wise declined to take over their waterworks, ou 
the grounds that the cost of the work was in 
excebii of the estimate, and that there were 
certain deductions which ought to be made by 
the C+overnrnent. At length, in order to arri VP. 

at some settlement of the matter in dispute, fc 

deputation from the council visited Brisbane, 
and had an interview with the Colonial Trea­
surer, the result of which was that an under­
standing was come to on the following basis : 
The council were to take over the wate.nvorks, 
and the Go,·ernment were to forego any claim 
for interest up to the 30th June, 1881 ; the 
first year's interest, from 1st July, 1881, to 30th 
,June, 1882, to be added to the principal sum ; 
the endowment pre\'iously retained, amounting 
to £1,895 5s. lcl., to be refunded, and a further 
loan of £5,000 to be granted for the extension of 
the mains; all of which hftve been duly carried 
out on both sides. This arrangement appeared 
to he perfectly satisfactory to the corporation of 
:Maryhorough. I hold in my hftnr! a report of 
their proceedings, from which it appeftrs that 
the arrangement made by the deputation at the 
interview in Brisbane was adopted by the council 
at a meeting held on the 2oth of ,July, 1881 :-

"His 'r orshi11, in stating the result of the visit of 
Alderman 1\iu::.·ray and himself to Brisl>ane upon impor­
tant municipal matters, said that they saw 1lle Premier 
and the 3Iinister for ·works, who met their requests in a 
fair, equitable, and straightt'orwar<l manner. The Gov­
ernment eould not acknowledge the extra cost o! the 
work, and pointed out that the corporation would 
require to take over the works as they stood. to comply 
with the Act. Anything that could be done under the 
Af't would be done iu favour of the council, and thty 
were prepared to hanrl over tllC waterworks at once. 
As regards the endowment now due, the P1 emier said 
it v.rould be paid shortly; and the Government also pro~ 
mised the deputation that the council would be granted 
a loan of £5.000 for the extension of water pipes. He 1the 
mayor) thought it would be the best policy to take over 
the waterworks now and thus end thedifficultmatter. 'fhe 
Premier also stated that if t,he interest for last year would 
be added to the capital it would give a longer time to 
pay it. The health of the town demanded a supply o! 
water. If the works were taken over at once the water 
supply could be issued to four points of the municipality 
and t'rom the stand-up pipes. 'rhe sooner the water­
works were taken over the better for the interests or the 
council." 

Then followed a debate, and the motion to take 
over the waterworks was put and carried, the only 
dissentients being Alderman Blissett and Boge. 
Surely there must be some finality. We must 
accept this deliberate resolution of the municipal 
council who confirmed the action of the deputa­
tion of the Government in 1881. It is very late 
in the clay now to open up the question. I would 
point out that the Maryborough Corporation 
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have during the past week made application for 
a loan of £25,000 to further extend their mains; 
but I am debarred from giving that serious con­
sideration to the matter which it ought to 
receive until I am sure that there is no 
intention to ask at some future time for 
a remission of portion of that loan. I can­
not see on what ground the hon. member for 
Toowoomba has introduced the name of the 
Maryborough Municipality into this motion, 
because, in a recea'! correspondence for a loan, it 
has been distinctly understood that bygones are 
~o be considered as bygones, and that this 
mdebtedness has been settled by the action of 
the council four years ago. With regard to the 
Toowoomba Municipality,my attention was called 
before the hon. member spoke of it, to the action 
taken by this House in 1880, in connection with 
the Select Committee appointed to report upon 
the Toowoomba waterworks. The committee 
was composed of yourself, Mr. Speaker, and your 
colleague at that time, the late Mr. Davenport, Mr. 
Macrossan, Mr. Norton, and Mr. Amhurst. The 
report of the Select Committee is very clear, and 
the matter was evidently fully considered with a 
desire to arrive at a just conclusion. I shall not 
trouble the House with the whole of th<> nine 
clauses of the report ; I think the 8th and 9th 
will be sufficient. They are as follow :-

" 8. Although the Toowoomba waterworks have cost 
considerably more than first estimated, the total cost 
does not exceed the gPneral aver~ ge of such under­
takings. The present supply of water is consi , ered 
sufficient tor a much larger population than Toowoomba 
now possesses. 

"9. After carefully considering the evidence, and 
examining the vouchers. pay-sheets, and papers in con­
nection with the subject referred to your committee to 
report upon, they are of opinion that the sum of 
£ 6 9<19 7s. Sd has been expended by the Government 
on the Toowoomba waterworks. nnd the expenditure 
has been in all instances accountPd for. Your corn¥ 
mittee are therefore unable to recommrnd arn reduc¥ 
ti.on ot the amount charged or any remission of interest, 
which interest they are of opinion ought to commence 
from 1st July, 1880." 

That is signed by yourself, sir, as chairman. I 
find on looking at the evidence that that report 
was unanimously adopted, except that there was 
a division of opinion in the committee as to the 
date on which the interest should commence. If 
this question is carried in the affirmative, there 
can be no satisfacti':min advancing money by way 
of loan to local bod1es. They may allnrge with 
equal force that they had to expend a great deal 
more than they expected in the construction of 
their public works. '\V e are all in a tentative 
condition in the matter of construction ; and 
local bodies, whether they construct bridges, 
buildings, waterworks, or any other works, are 
more or less at the mercy of the contractors and 
the architect. Any of them might make a claim for 
the reduction of the debt with quite as much force 
as that contained in the motion of the hon. member. 
I have very good authority for saying that, if this 
motion be accepted, Warwick will not rest eatis­
fied with her arrangement, Warwick is of opinion 
that the £16,703 expended on their waterworks, 
according to the valuation of Mr. Henderson, is 
far too large a sum for them to be charged with. 
The cost was £16,703, and that was reduced by 
£3,047; but the Warwick authorities contend 
that £9,700 is the maximum th~tt they should be 
charged ; and besides the additional concession 
of £3,956, which they Ray they have a right 
to claim, if Toowoomba and Maryborough 
and Ipswich are granted the concessions, 
they will want £455 more, making £4,411 
in all. Each district would make out a 
very strong claim for further consideration, and 
there would be no finality in the matter. Local 
government would become an entire fiasco and 
we might fairly expect that the whole of the 
mqnicipl\l inqeb~edn~~~. whillh is now ~>ssmning 

very large dimensions, would have to be liqui­
dated by the State. Sooner than see that done, 
I would recommend that the Government 
should take over the whole of the waterworks 
and put them under a board, and I believe such 
a proceeding would entail no loss upon the 
Treasury. I think, however, that it is 
better for local bodies to be entrusted with 
such matter• so long as they honestly accept 
the liabiliti•>s and endeavour to discharge them. 
I must say that it is a very inopportune time 
to raise an outcry against the expenditure 
of a few thousands additional for waterworks 
for a supply of water is a great boon to any 
community ; and there are many other towns 
where the residents would gladly pay the increased 
rates if they had the ad vantage of the water 
supply. I do not think there is any analogy 
between the supply of water to municipalities 
which are centres of population, and conces­
sions to settlers in the interior by which 
main roads are supplied with water. The latter 
is a public necessity, which ought to be provided 
for by the State. I would point out that the 
Local Works Loans Act was, I believe, framed 
to meet the necessities of municipalities borrow­
ing for the construction of waterworks. They 
obtain lo,ms in a remarkably easy manner, with 
forty years' currency, and the annual payments 
covering the 5 per cent. interest, and als•> forming 
a sinking fund for the reduction of the capital, 
amount to no more than 5 ·83 per cent. per annum. 
They are paying less than 6 per cent. for their 
loans, and diminishing the capital at the same 
time. When they have all these facilities, I do 
not think they have any plea whatever, even on 
the ground of charitable consideration, for the 
reduction of the indebtedness which has been in­
curred for their benefit. There has been no special 
action taken with regard to Ipswich. On the 
strength of representations that were made, a 
further loan was granted before they took over the 
waterworks so as to provide for the extension of 
mains. I say when municipal bodies have taken 
over the waterworks there must be sorr,e finality, 
and henceforward they must be jJrepared to 
meet their indebtedness. I contend also, apart 
from the question of right, that the Treasury is 
in the right position at the present time in 
expecting full payment of all these loans. I 
say that, in view of a large increase to our loan 
obligations, we have no right to contemplate 
for a moment giving a free gift of this money. 
We are about to borrow. We J•ropose to expend 
our loans in reproductiYe purposes, and I am 
quite satisfied that they should be so expended 
in the shape of loans to municipalities, water­
supply, etc. But I say, at the present time, when 
we. have a large loan before us, we have no right 
whatever to accept a resolution of this sort, by 
which we would actually make a present of sums 
of money, borrowed from the public credits, to 
those municipalities. :From what I ha' e said my 
hon. friend will see the justice of withdrawing his 
motion, and of accepting the view I desire 
to impress on him-that the report of the 
Select Committee in the case of Toowoomba, 
the adjustment of indebtedness in the case of 
Maryborough, the acceptance given by the 
municipal council of Ipswich, and also the 
acceptance by Warwick of their indebtedness­
should induce him to take the view that the 
matter has been finally settled, and that it 
would be unwise to reopen it ; for if it were re­
opened it would not stop here. It would not 
only affect the waterworks which have already 
obtained loans, but would create distrust in 
making loans to other mpnicipalities. I shall 
oppose the motion very strongly indeed. 

Mr. MAC:FARL.ANE said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
wish to make a few remarks as to the argument 
useq by the hon, member, qenyinf: thr~t som~ 
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kind of concession should be made to those 
municipal authorities. I think the hon. Trea­
surer has lost sigho of the argument of the hon. 
member for Toowoomba, in so far as he seems to 
have failed to grasp the plea on which this claim 
is made. There is something very peculiar about 
it. It is not that any of these municipalities 
repudiate the money, nor ha>:e they refused to pay 
the interest on their loans; but they say some 
regard should be paid to the position in which 
they are placed by the great difference between 
the estimates given to the municipalities of cost 
of the waterworks and the actual cost when the 
works were carried out. I am not acquainted 
witl1 Toowoomba or Maryborough, but I wish to 
give a few plain statements to show the position 
in which Ipswich is placed in reference to the 
waterworks therf'. vVhen it was proposed to have 
these waterworks, it was suggested by the 
Minister for Works that we should join 
other municipalities, and allow one hydraulic 
engineer to construct the whole rather than 
each municipality have a distinct engineer for 
itself. It was reported to the municipality 
of Ipswich, of which I was then a member-by, 
I believe, the then Treasurer, Mr. Dickson-that 
it would be much cheaper to accept the Govern­
ment offer, and h:wetheseworks made under t.heir 
superintendence through thetr own Hydraulic 
Engineer, Mr. Highfield. That gentleman 
came to Ipswich nnd had a personal interview 
with the mayor and aldermen, and his private 
opinion was that the works would cost £19,000. 
\Vel!, the members of the municipality were 
divi(led on the matter. Some were in favour of 
making the work themselves, and others in 
favour of jnining with the other municipalities, 
and allowing the Government to make them. The 
party in favour of the Government arrangement 
being the strongest, the others gave way, and 
cmBequently their waterworks were completed 
under the superintendence of Mr. Highfield. 
Well, when the written estimate came in, instead 
of being £19,000 it was £23,000. The corporation 
did not object at all, though it exceeded the 
original estimate by £4,000. They dill not 
object to the extra £4,000, because they thought 
thctt the ;'vlinissrv, having joined the whole of 
the municipalities, would be able to superintend 
the waterworks much cheaper than we could do 
it ourselves. Therefore they accepted the written 
otfer, which was £23,000. Bllt "hat did we find 
when the works were completed-not completerl, 
for the pipes were only brought to outside the 
boundary? Why, that the account rendered by the 
Government to the municipality was £31,000 odd. 
Now, we would not have grudged the £31,000, or 
£8,000 more than the written estimate, but 
the main pipes were left outside the town 
boundary, and were not of the smallest benefit to 
the town, and we had to go to the Treasurer and 
borrow another £5,000 to carry the mains into 
the town-making a total of £30,000. And before 
we could get the water into the town another 
£5,000 had to be borrowed, making £42,000-
thus, as the member for Townsville had said, 
actually making the cost double what had 
been estimated at the time we proposed to 
bring the water supply into the municipality. 
Httd the corporation thought for a moment 
that the water supply was to cost £42,000 
they would not have gone into the scheme under 
the Government; they would have gone in on 
their own account and have constructed a water 
supply themselves. That is where we have 
reason to complain. If we had performed 
all the work ourselves and had employed 
our own hydraulic engineer and our own 
labourers, and had spent £40,000 or £50,000 to 
complete them, we would have had no just 
claim on the Government. The hon. Treasurer 
s:>r~ th1lt there §bO\lld. l;e ~ome fi.n"lity, Well, 

so there should. The reason why the other 
towns in the colony, such as Rockhampton, 
made no claim was that those towns made 
their own waterworks. Had we carried out 
our own works we never would have come 
to this House and made a claim for 
redregs in reference to some reduction of 
those sums. I think, seeing things have gone 
as they are, and that they are not substantial­
they are actually giving way now-and that it is 
probable, in fact almost certain, that in a very 
few years we will be obliged to borrow again or 
have no water supply, we have a claim to some 
consideration. The cust of the works being double 
over the first estimate was caused because we took 
the ad vice of the Government to have the works 
done under their supervision, and under their own 
hydraulic engineer. And we have paid for it, 
and have paid the interest each year. But if we 
have to burrow again to carry out these other 
works we shall not be able to pay it. We have 
been able to pay so much for our water up to the 
present, because we adopted the principle of rating. 
We do not charge for the water by measurement ; 
we take the municipal rate, and make the peoj•le 
pay the same for water. Consequently, people 
who do not UBe the water have to pay the same 
as those who do ; in my own case I pay £10 
a year for water for an establishment where 
hardly any is used. The Government had 
nothing to do with that, however; and had that 
system not been adopted the cost of water would 
have been so great that the poorer people would 
not have been able to afford it. Bv means of 
the rating system wealthy people pay the bulk of 
the cost, and the poorer people get it supplied to 
them at a very reasonable rate. That Is owing 
to the vicious system on which the water supply 
was established. So far as Ipswich is concerned we 
have just cause of complaint. Bodies such as divi­
sional boards, which are now borrowing money for 
local works, have the spending of it themselves, 
and they do not complain at having to pay the 
interest upon it. \Ve had not the spending of the 
money, although we are, of course, to blame for 
that ; but we thought that by taking the advice 
of the Government the work would be done 
cheaper than by onrsel ves. The fact of our 
taking that ad vice has resulted in saddling 
Ipswich with a debt exactly double what it 
would have been had we taken the work in hand 
ourselves. I do not want to detain the House. 
I have given the facts so far as Ipswich is con­
cerned, and I leave it to the House to say 
whether we have not a very re:.sonable and 
just claim for a reduction of that debt. 

Mr. HORWITZ said : I feel it necessary to 
say a few words, because it has been asserted 
that vV arwick had a reduction of its waterworks 
debt. It has had nothing of the sort. 
When we decided u; on making waterworks at 
Warwick, the Hon. George Thorn was Minister 
for Works, and when we applied for a loan of 
£10,000 he told us it was not the intention of the 
Government to let us have the spending of so 
large a sum, as we could not do the work. Ha 
said the Government would complete the works 
in twelve months at that price, and then hand 
them over to the municipality, no interest being 
charged in the meantime. Three or four years 
afterwards notice was sent to the municipality 
that the waterworks were completed, but on 
examining them they found they were not half 
completed, and refused to take them over. 
They told the Government that as soon 
as the works were completed, according to the 
promise of the Minister, they were willing to 
take them over, but not before. The Government 
never had any authority to expend more than 
£10,000 on the works. They saw plainly that was 
a mistake, and completed the works as nearly 
a~ possib!~ "gconlinw ~o thll Rrigin~l pl!l!iij ~>nr;\ 



1848 Reduction of Waterworks [ASSEMBLY.] Loan Debts, Etc. 

specifications, and on calling upon the mumm­
pality to take them over produced a statement 
showing that the cost had been £17,000. The 
corporation refused to take them over on those 
terms, and a lot of correspondence took place 
between them and the Government. Sir 
Thomas Mcllwraith was anxious to get rid of 
us, because he was obliged to leave somebody in 
charge of the works, and I, as one of a deputa­
tion, waited upon the hon. member for Blackall, 
who was then Colonial Treasurer. He listened 
to us very attentively, and the result of the 
negotiations was a suggestion that we should 
leave the question of cost in the hands of 
Mr. Henderson. This was agreed to, and Mr. 
Henderson valued the waterworks at £13,665, 
and working expenses £455. The corporation 
were then asked by Sir Thomas Mcilwraith if 
they would take over the works on those terms, 
and the result was that the corporation, against 
my advice, agreed to do so. I still think they 
have a claim against the Government for 
£4,410 if this present motion is carried. The 
Warwick people never took the waterworks 
over, while at Toowoomba they were so anxious 
that they took them over twelve months before 
they were completed. By so doing they did a 
great injury to Warwick. Had they done as 
we did they would have got their waterworks 
according to promise. Toowoomba has no claim 
whatever against the Government, but Warwick 
has. If the Colonial Treasurer will give me any 
encouragement I shall be only too glad to support 
the hon. member for Toowoomba; for I consider 
that we have a better claim than the people of 
Toowoomha. If the motion be carried, I shall 
certainly come down and ask the House for an 
amount on behalf of Warwick of £4,410; but I 
think there is very little chance of it" being 
carried. If the corporation of Warwick had 
taken my advice they would not have taken over 
the waterworks ; but now I think that vV arwick 
has a better claim than Toowoomba, and it is 
my intention to vote against the motion. 

Mr. ANKEAR said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
Colonial Treasurer, in addressing the House, 
made this remark: that none of the municipali­
ties interested came to this House in any chari­
table way for a reduction in the money expended 
in the construction of the different waterworks. 
I admit that is perfectly so ; but we come to this 
House to be placed on the same footing as Roma 
and ·warwick. Roma has a water supply which, 
I believe, cost that municipality nothing; and the 
cost of the vVarwick water supply was reduced 
in the way set forth by the hon. membPrfor War­
wick (Mr. Horwitz). He states that Sir Thomas 
Mcilwraith sent Mr. Henderson, the Hydraulic 
Engineer, to Warwick to make a valuation of 
the works constructed. And that is all we ask 
for-I speak for the municipality of Maq­
borough-all we ask is that the Colonial Trea­
surer will do the same a.s Sir Thomas Mcilwraith 
did, and send Mr. Henderson to Maryborongh 
to make a valuation of the works in that town as 
constructed by the Government. Hon. members 
must bear in mind that the works were begun by 
the Government, and that the officials of the cor­
poration were not allowed to interfere in any 
way in the construction of the works. I main­
tain that in a colony like this the first cost of 
the construction of waterworks should he 
borne by the State. A good supply of water 
preserves the health, and, in many cases, the lives 
of the people ; and in initiating a scheme of 
water supply in a colony like this, as I said 
before, it would be no loss, but a great gain, to 
the colony if the money so expended were 
borne by the State. At the present time 
the corporation of Maryborough wish to 
go i'! for a further extension. But the 
ColomaJ. Treasurer has told us that the loans to 

municipalities on account of waterworks will be 
considered part of the debt they are allowed to 
incur-that they will contribute towards the 
limit beyond which they must not go in the way 
of borrowing ; and if that is the case I think 
that we are already very near our limit in Mary­
borough. We want, howP-ver, £25,000 to make 
the water supply we have good and ample for 
the inhabitants of the town of Maryborough. 
At the present time they are heavily rated, the 
rates from all sources being about 4s. in the £1 ; 
and that is a very heavy rate indeed. In the 
month of April last the Minister for \Vorks was 
at Maryborongh, when an influential deputation 
waited upon him, and brought before him twelve 
or thirteen different subjects, aml one of those 
subjects, I am glad to say-the reduction of the 
rate of freight on the coal carried from Howard 
to Maryborough-has received attention. I see 
by the Gctzette of yesterday that tenders have 
been called for the construction of a retaining­
wall for the protection of Government property 
in the town of Maryborough; that is another. 
But those two thing-s do not in any way affect 
the general interests of the inhabitants. I often 
hear it said that Maryborough i~ a clamouring­
community-that the people there are always in 
want of something-. There is no doubt that we 
ask for a great deal, but we do not g-et very 
much. 

The PREMIER: Oh, don't you? 
Mr. ANNEAR: I must now refer to the 

deputation that waited on the l\Iinister for 
vVorks at Maryborough; and I am g-lad to say 
that the hon. gentleman was at that time, and I 
suppose he is now, quite in accord with the views 
of the gentlemen then assembled. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS : What 
paper is that? 

Mr. ANNEAR : This is the Wide Bap ctnd 
Bm·nett News, of 15th April, 1884. The hon. 
gentleman, in reply, said:-

"If the works had been properly managed, the water 
supply could have been had at a much lmver cost. If 
they had confined themsel\cs to a reduction of the 
co:;;t, he could have met them. They might ar.;k for 
further rec:luctwn. (No, no.) A good df'al of blame 
rested on themselyes iu not stopping what -wns going on 
at the time of the construction. An informer's work 
wns not a pleasant one, but when they saw the wrong 
that was being done they should have made complaint. 
He knew something was 'vrong, bnt coul<l get no proof. 
1Vith reference to a reduntion of the cost, as the Govern­
ment was something to blame in the matter, he would 
gi\·e thr-m his assistance, but they were clearly to under­
stand tha.t they must not come forward again for a 
reduction of the cost of fuf,ure extensions. He was of 
opinjon that the:c:c WOI'ks should be left in the hands of 
the respecti re councils to construct, and expend the 
money granted to them." 
The councils of Townsville and Rockhampton, 
I believe, had the money for the construction of 
their waterworks placed in their own hands : 
and I am sorry that the conncil of Maryboruugh 
did not adopt the same principle. All we ask 
for-and I know that the mayor of Maryborough, 
who is a great political friend of the leader of 
the Opposition, fully believes that we shall have 
the assistance of that hon. gentleman-all we 
ask for is that the same shall be done to Mary­
borough as the hon. gentleman (Sir. T. !\dell­
wraith) did for vVarwick; we only want a 
reduction of the l\!Iaryborongh d0bt in proportion 
to the reduction of the debt of the town of vVar· 
wick. Now, I wish to point out that the extra 
cost of waterworks in Maryborough was solely 
brought about hy the defective estimate of the 
GoYernment engineer. The first estimate he 
aave 'vas £28,500, and the acturtl cost wa:-:; 
£40,374 19s. Gel. The works as laid down arc 
quite inadequate, and many mdical errors were 
made, the consequence of which will now fall 
on the council. For instance, the bucket-pnmp 
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is eighteen inches, while the rising main into 
which it empties is only ten inches, so that the 
engine can only work at half-speed. Consequently 
the council will have to take up the present 
rising 1nain a distance of two miles, and relay a new 
and larger main at a cost of £7,000. Now, that is 
a most glaring defect, and that defect was 
brou:c;ht about by the Government engineer, a 
man m whom the Government had confidence. 
The corporation were not in a position to know 
whether the gentleman was all he professed to 
be; but results proved that he made a most 
radical mistake. Here is another larg·eexpencliture 
which will have to be incurred. The main from 
the reservoir into Maryborough, a distance of 
about seven miles, will not carry a sufficient supply 
of water for the wants of the people of the town, 
and we shall hr~ve to take up that main, and 
replace it with a main in proportion to the 
engineR and pump now erected on Tinana Creek, 
at a cost of £20,000. I think the Colonbl Trea­
surer is somewhat in error when he states that a 
concession of some kind has been made to the 
town of Maryborough. The only concession is 
this : that the payment of the interest was 
extended for six months, because, when the 
Government wanted to hand the works over, it 
was found that unless a further sum of 
£5,000 was spent in extending the mains hardly 
any income could be obtained. I believe I 
am speaking correctly ; if I am not, the hon. 
the Colonial Treasurer will correct me. There is 
no doubt, :Mr. Speaker, that a lot of the money 
spent in the construction of the Maryboroug-h 
waterworks-and no doubt the same thing took 
place at Ipswich and Toowoomba-was most 
extravagantly and recklessly spent on certain 
works that had nothing to do with bringing 
water into the town, such as the erection of 
expepsive houses, the h\ying out uf gardens, the 
puttmg up of fences that had to be taken down 
again-all these things wet·e not required to 
be done; and had the work been in the hands of 
the corporation they would not have been clone. 
I do not wish to delay the House by saying much 
more on the question, especially as we have such 
champions as the hon. member for Toowoomba, 
Mr. Alancl, the Minister for \V orb, and my hon. 
colleague in the representation of 1\Iaryborough, 
Mr. Sheridan. I hope the motion will be carried. 
It is, in my opinion, part of the functions of any 
Government that, in places where good water 
supply e~ists, they should give every facility for 
bringing that water into the town for the use of 
the inhabitants. 

Mr. l<'ERGUSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I do 
not intend to say mo,ny words upon this question, 
because it has already been discussed pretty well. 
I think the speech of the hon. the Treasurer has 
placed the matter so clearly before the House 
that it does not require much more argument. 
'rhere is no doubt that water supplv is one of 
the most important works that we cai1 carry out 
in the colony, especially in towns where there are 
large populations ; and in towns where there are 
large populations it is very usual for the people 
to carry out their own works. It is a different 
thing from carrying out works in the interior, to 
which some hon. members have alluded. £20,000 
or £30,000 will construct waterworks for a town 
with a population oflO,OOO, but to construct water­
worksfor10,000 inhabitants in the interior would 
be simply out of all reason. It could never be 
carried out ; so that the Government are per­
fectly justified in putting a sum on the Estimates 
for water supply in the interior. I consider that 
municipalities, and especially old municipalities, 
un ier the Local Government Act are themselves 
in a position to carry out all works of this kind 
wit'10ut asking aiel from the Government. They 
can b>rrow money from the Government on very 
easy terms, and at a. very reasonable rate. They 

have forty years to pay principal and interest, 
amounting to something like 5~ per cent. ; 
so that I do not think the Government should be 
asked to do more towards encouraging the local 
authorities than they are doing. There has 
been a great deal said about the municipal con­
ference, but the different speakers on the 
motion have been very guarded in their reference 
to what took place there. They quoted from the 
speeches of those who were in favour of the 
resolution referred to, but they did not 
quote from mine, and I ~hall now do so 
myself. I think there are altogether about 
twenty-one municipalities in the colony ; 
seventeen were represented at the conference, 
some sending two representatives, the mayor and 
an alderman; and I think altog'ether twenty­
seven representatives attended the meeting. I 
attended ; and it is a most singular thing that all 
the young municipalities-those in the North­
opposed the resolution for the granting of 
the conc~-;;sion from the Government, while 
all those in the South wanted it granted. 
But the youngest municipalities, who, I suppose, 
had at any rate as much right as the others to 
ask this concession, opposed it on principle. 
On the principle of local self-government they 
did not think that it was proper or right t0 ask 
the State to support them in carrying out works 
of this kind. Heference has been made to Rock­
hampton, and to the cost of carrying out different 
works; and it has been stated that where they 
have been carried out by the Government they 
have cost more than under other circumstances. 
I deny that ; I know that in the case of 
Ipswich-ancl I believe, also 'l'oowoom ha, but I 
arn not quite sure about the latter-they were 
asked to take the money from the Government 
to undertake the works, but they declined, 
saying that they had not officers capable of 
carrying them out, and they preferred that 
the Government should do so. That was 
especially the case with regard to Ipswich. 
They got the Government to carry out the 
works, and took no re;;ponsibility themselves, 
except that it was carried out at the expense 
of the corporation. In the cases of Rockhampton 
anrl Townsville, the Government offered them 
the money, and they accepted it. In B.ockhamp­
ton the original e,timate of the town surveyor 
was £1G,OOO, but through mistakes on his part, 
and on the part of the council, the works cost 
£30,000, and we had to ask for a second loan 
amounting to £30,000. The first main they put 
clown was too small, and it was not long down 
when they found that it was not sufficiently 
large to supply the town with water. A fresh 
main had therefore to be put clown, three or four 
times the size of the original one. \V e also 
found that the re,servoir was leaking·, and had tu 
go to a large expense in constructing another. 
This has been clone by the corporation; I ven­
tnre to say that if it had been carried out by a 
Government official the whole country would 
soon have heard of it. Townsville stands in the 
same position. The works there were origi­
nally estimated to cost £18,000; but we 
find that they have cost about £30,000-
£12,000 more t.han the orig-inal estimate; while 
in the case of Rockhampton the works cost 
£14,000 more than was originally estimated. I 
therefore think the argument that the works 
cost more throngh being carried out under Gov­
ernment supervision goes for nothing. I am not 
going to detain the House long, but I will read 
what I said at the municipal conference upon this 
point. It has been stated by the hon. member 
for Toowoomba, Mr. Aland, that the motion 
was carried unanimously, but the reason it was 
carried unanimously was that it was seen that 
there was no use in opposing it. A great many 
motions are cMried in this House for the Rame 
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reason-because we are able to see how the 
majority stand ; and when one side is strong and 
the other weak there is no use in opposing them. 
That is the· reason why the motion referred to 
was carried unanimously ; and I will now read 
what I said myself :-

"}fr. J. F.ERGU"'o:v said he supposed, as it was neces­
sary to show how the different municipahtit'S were 
affacted. that each member should state the experienec 
of the town which he represented. It seemed to him 
that \Varwick 'vas an isolated case"-
It was acknowledged that Warwick was an 
isolated case, and that it deserved the considera­
tion it h"d since received. The matter was not 
settled at that time. 
u\Vnrwick WetS an iRolated case, and he did not 
approve of that portion of the motion a;;;king the 
Government to reduce the loani'l to the Hmounts of the 
original estimate. RockhalnlliOn originally borrowed 
£:u,noo for water supply purpose:-(; thb was aft~·rwards 
ext:>nded to £30 0 ·o, and now the liability of the cor­
poration, in eonnr:dion with the matter. stood ut the 
latter sum. 'l'hetr l't·venue, however, was sutlicient to 
met•t the interest, pay t.he portion:-; of the princ1pal which 
from time to time became due. as well a!'l the expen.;;es, 
and to llave a surplus or from £500 to £1,00 1 per hllllntn, 
which snrplus was applied to exte11ding the n•ains. 
Tt1ey had adopted the same scale or chnrgPs as Hrisb:me. 
'ro expect the Gove1·nment to give an endowment on 
W<.!-ter rate~ whicn were: le\'ied to m· et loHns obtaiued 
from them was, m nis opin;on, out or the qtwRtion." 
That was another point. It was actually argued 
by some members of the conference, although 
the h<m. member for Toowo.m1ba, the Speaker, 
opposed it, that the Government should pay 
endowments on water rates-on works carried 
out lcy money derived from the Government 
-which I considered was verfectly ridiculous. 
"He did not thinl\:, if the principle of the resolution 
was adopted, th<tt it would be fair to other municipali­
ties which nafl not borrmved money for waterwvrks, 
an·l he could. not support the motion." 

What I said then I am now carrying out. I 
said then, and I say now, that it would be 
unjust to Roekhampton and Townsville-which 
have carried out works as large as any of the 
municipnlities mentioned in the motion, and 
have borrowed as large sums - that those 
three municipalities should get this con­
cession, and that they should he left out. 
I know that the reason for leaving Hockhamp­
ton and Townsville out is because they are 
opposed to this proposition. It was no use 
including them, because it was known the 
members of those towus would not support the 
motion. 

Mr. ALAND: No, no! That is not the 
reaBon. 

Mr. FERG USON: I do not know if that was 
the reas<'n, but I believe that that is the 
state of the matter. There are twenty-one 
muuicipalities altogether, and I know that 
Gympie could have had waterw<'rks if the 
Governmeut were prepared to give £5,000 for 
their construction ; but if that was done the 
other towns of the CD!ony would just be entitle'! 
to the same privilege. I have now given my 
views on this question, and I will not detain the 
House any longer, but simply say that I shall 
oppose the motion. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said: The hon. member 
for \Varwick has stated that the Tt>owoornba 
people took over the waterworks before they 
were completed. That is not correct, and I wish 
to say a few words upon that point. The works 
were completed, and on our being called upon to 
take them over we hesitated, because unfor­
tnnately at that time a severe epidemic of 
typhoid fever was prevalent in 'l'oowoomba. A 
committee was appointed, consisting of Dr. 
Thomson, of Brisbane, yourself, Mr. Speaker, 
and other gentlemen, to inquire into the cause 
of the fever. The reason given by Dr. Thomson 
Wil~ the 11s~ of imp11re water, and the oommittew 

therefore recommended that we should get a new 
supply of water as quickly as possible. Conse­
queutly, to save the inhabitants, we did so, be­
lieving that at some future time we should get a 
reductiDn of the debt, knowing as we did that 
we were being robbed. That is the plain fact. 
We were robbed; and if the hon. member for 
Townsville was in his place he would bear me 
out. He was one of the gentlemen who eat on the 
committee; and the dbclosures that were made 
of the m~lpractices oi the engineer, as well as of 
the contractors, were simply disgraceful. I have 
every reason to believe that the hon. member 
will bear me out. I am sure we did not anti­
cipate that the works were going tn cost any· 
thing near the sum they have cost; £10,000 was 
the original estimate, and furthermore, we had no 
control whatever over the expenditure of that 
111oney. I remmnber on one occasion we cum~ 
plained to the Gnvennnent of the day-I do not 
remember what Government was in power at the 
time-of the manner in which the works were 
being carried out, and asking to have them, or 
the money, placed in the hands of the municipal 
council, but that was declined. 

The HoN. SIR T. MolL WRAITH: No. 
Mr. J. CAMPB.ELL: \Ve were told that Mr. 

High field was employed to carry out the works ; 
and that he was the proper person to finish them. 

The Hox. SIR T. MoiLWRAITH: That is 
not correct. 

Mr. ,T. CAMPBELL: \Ve therefore had no 
control over the W<>rks or the expenditure of the 
money. In addition to that, I may say that a 
majority of the municipal council di.l not agree 
with the site proposed by the engineer, and 
wrote to the Government prote,ting against it ; 
and I remember that at a meeting we had I 
doubted the possibility of a well like that sup­
plying a town such as Toowoomba, and :!VIr. 
Highfield, in reply, told me his professional 
reputation depended upon the work, and he 
did not think I had any right to question it. 
I am sure we have always looked forward to a 
reduction of the debt, and I trust the good sense 
of the House will see that we, as well as Mary­
borough and Ipswich, are entitled to some con­
sideration after the manner in which we have 
been treated by a servant of the Government. 

Mr. HORWTTZ said: I should like to correct 
the hon. member. He stated that I said the 
Toowoom ba peovle did not take over the water­
works. I sa id that they did take over the 
works for twelve months, bnt that they were 
dissatisfied with them and gave them up. Then 
after that they were only too glad to get them 
back again. 

Mr. J. UAMPBELL: The hon. member said 
we took over the waterworks before they were 
completed, and I say he is in error. 

The HoN. SIR T. MoiLWHAITH said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I have the greatest pleasure in congra­
tulat.ingthe Colonial Treasurer in having taken up 
the very sensible course he has indicated. I think 
he defended the Treasury well, and he has relieved 
the colony of a very considerable difficulty in 
dealing with questions of this kind in the future. 
I congratulate the hon. gentleman upon the way 
in which he has spoiled the neatest little bit of 
log-rolling that has been introduced into this 
House for many years. I have seen this coming 
on, and have looked at it with considera hie 
alarm, but I am glad, howevflr, to find that the 
Government have been firm in the matter, have 
met this propo,ition with sonnd reasons, and have 
shown their adherence to the princij,les of local 
government. It wonld be a serious matter 
indeed if the principle which we have established 
in this colony of local self-government should be 
we11kenec;l at I'll by an inva~ion of the principle 
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such as has been attempted to-night. We have 
not only to look at the possibility of these muni­
cipalicies being relieved of certain debts, because 
that is a very small con,;ideration ; but it is what 
we have to look forward to in the future, for 
the very liberal way in which the Legis­
lature has provided for local works may 
be seriously interfered with if we are to 
admit claims and condone debts in the 
way provosed by the hon. member for Too­
woomba. Now, the hon. memberin introducing 
his motion claimed some support from me 
bec:tuse I expressed my sympathy with the 
municipal conference that met two years ago. 
I did sympathi.oe with the conference, because 
when I see the different local authorities meeting 
together for the purpose of devising the 
best steps to be adopted towards carrying 
out the principles of local self-government, 
such a scheme coulrl not but excite my 
sympathy. I was glad to see that con­
ference assemble, and I believe it did a great 
amount of good ; hut the hon. gentleman should 
have told the House, as I am sure he knows, 
that my hearty disapproval W11s expressed with 
re(\ard to the very proposal he has m::tde to the 
House to-night. I told the members of the con­
ference most distinctly-not only separately, hut 
collectively-that they had not the slightest hope 
of securing my sympathy in their endeavour to 
obtain a remission of their waterworks debts. 
I pointed ant the great value which the Local 
Works Lnan Act harl been to this colony. \Ve 
have had a foretaste of its value now in the very 
valuable works which h:we been made under it 
in the different mnnicipalities of the colony, and 
I do not think we ought to endanger it by 
jeopardising the principle. The principle is, 
that the Government borrow money in the 
cheapest market, pledging their good faith to the 
Eng-lish m mey-lenders. We borrow that money, 
and lend it virtually at the same rate to the 
municipalities. \Ve give them the easiest terms 
of repayment-terms which if the works are 
judiciously mana~ed they can pay, and pay in a 
short time, so that those works will actnaily be 
a source of profit to the municipality in addition 
to all the good they do. The hnn. member is 
striking the greatest blow at that principle ; 
and at any rate his motion means neither 
more nor less than a system of repu<iiation at the 
start. Countenance to such an action, in the 
mind of the hon. member, may have been given 
by the fact • hat a certain amount was struck off 
the debt which the Legislature decided was 
owing to the country by the mnnicipality of 
Warwick for waterworks. A certain amount was 
reduced from that debt due by 'Warwick, but it 
was under very peculiar circumstances. It was 
placed in a position in which no other municipality 
in the colony was placPd in, and if similar cir­
cumstances arose in regard to any other muni­
cipality at the present time I believe it would 
be entitled to the same relief. I am qnite sure 
that the circumstances under which that reduc­
tion was granted to the municipality of Warwick 
dn not apply to any other municipality in the 
colony. It was not simply a matter of relief to 
the municipality of \Varwick, because it was 
indebted to the colony. The municipality of 
Warwick was said to be indebted to the co.lony 
to the amount of £15,000, but so long as the 
municipality did not accept that liability, and 
would have nothing to do with it, it would have 
been an act of tyranny on the part of the 
Government to have forced it upon them. 
They said-" We stand outside the bargain 
altogether. Y,m made the works at your 
own expense, and we are perfectly willing 
to take them at the price they are worth 
to us as a municipality, bnt we decline to 
t~kll over works !lit yonr price, even~tlthongh yon 

have passed an Act for that object." I found it 
would have been an act of tyranny for the 
then Government to have enforced that Act. 
They said, "Those works are really not worth 
that much, and we decline to take them over." 
The Government had to make the best of 
the bargain and come to some conclusion as 
to what the works were worth to the munici­
pality. Apricewastixedtowhich the municipality 
agreed, and so did the Government; and the 
municipality then took over the works at tha~ 
price, and I believe they will keep their bargain. 
The hon. member for Anhigny (Mr. J. Camphell) 
is qnite mistaken when he says that the munici­
pality of Toowoomba saw with some regret th~t 
the Government would im.ist on carrying out the 
works there themselves, and that the municipality 
would have been glad to carry on the works them­
selves, and no doubt would have done a great deal 
better than the Government did. But that is 
not the fact. I was Minister for W arks at the 
time. The hon. member, Mr. Aland, was, I 
believe, chairman of the municipality at the 
time, and I know the matter w:~s arranged 
by the present Speaker and myself. It 
was the request of the Speaker on behalf 
of the municipality and the people of Too­
woom ba that the Government should under­
take the work. That was a work I wanted 
the municipality and the people to undertake 
on their own account, hecanse I believed then in 
local self-government, as I do now. ThP reasons 
pointed out then by the Speaker, and which 
were fully endorsed by the action of the muni­
cipal council, and by the peojJle of Toowoomba 
in public meeting, were that the Government 
should be requested to carry out those works. 
They were undertaken by the Government 
on the special condition enforced by me­
that while we were willing, for the reasons set 
forth by the municipality, that we should carry 
ont the W<•rks, still the municipality should be 
responsible for the actions of the Government. 
That was perfectly fair. The reason the munici­
pality urged th< Government to undertake the 
work was that if the expenditnre of such an 
amount of money as £10,000 was given to the 
municipality of Toowoomba it would actually 
rnin the town. That was said at the public 
meetings. 

Mr. ALAND : No; nothing of that kind was 
said at the meetings. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Yes; I 
remember the public meetings well. The 
public meetings were in fact first called to 
decide the question whether they would accept 
the grant of £10,000 for water supply at all. 
They came to the conclusion to accept the 
grant, and then they came and beseeched the 
Government to nndertake the construction of 
the works for them. the municipality of Too· 
woomba being solely responsible. That was 
clone and the works were carried out by the Gov­
ernment, and not the slig-htest complaint was 
received all the time from the municipality. 
However, the works were completed, and 
then the municipality thought there might 
be a chance of redncing the debt, which 
was more than they expected. Still at 
the same time they were just as much 
responsible for the expenditure exceeding the 
£10,000, which was originally contemplated as 
the amount for which the works could be 
constructed, as the Government-in fact, they 
were a great deal more responsible, becanse 
we were carrying out what was reckoned 
at the time a proper provision for the 
supply of water to the town of Toowoomba. 
After the works were corn pleterl the Toowoom ha 
people took action to try and get the debt 
fednoed, We declined.to radn9e it; we went A< 
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certain length, however, on the strength of the 
representations made by this House, on motion 
of the present Speaker, when the matter was 
referred to a committee of the House, and that 
committee decided exactly the amount of the 
debt that Toowoomba should be responsible for. 
There was no division in the committee, and 
the amount to be charged to the municipality 
of Toowoomba was unanimously agreed upon by 
the committee. The committee who came to 
the decision upon the matter were a committee 
of five, and included the two members for Too­
woomba at the time-the htte :Wir. Davenport 
and the present Speaker. I ask in what way 
can we go back now, and revise the whole 
matter, as proposed by the hon. member for 
Toowoomba, on the ground that certain excep­
tions were made in respect to another town, 
but on different considerations n,ltogether? The 
hon. m em her asks us to set aside all those 
different conditions altogether, and grant a re­
duction in debt to the municipalities of Too­
woomba, Ipswicl::t, and Maryborongh. I think 
the hon. member has made a mistake: he will 
find that that log won't roll, because there is 
such n, serious consideration behind it. \V e 
must not allow any of the foundations of local 
self-government to be undermined in such an 
insidious way as this. This House has behaved 
munificently to all the local bodies, and we 
ought to be met in good faith by the municipali­
ties, who ought to keep good faith with the 
Government in every possible way. I have 
another word of advice to give to the hon. mem­
ber for Toowoomlla, and also to the hon. mem­
bers for ?11aryborongh and Ipswich, and that is 
that they need not try to cry down their properties. 
They have got very good properties in the water­
works that exist at the present time in Toowoomba, 
Ipswich, and J\1aryborough. They are properties 
that can well pay a good and fair interest, and I 
am quite sure that any company with the power 
of levying a moderate rate would make those 
works pay, and pay remctrkably well. I am 
rather surprised to see the hon. member for 
Toowoomba--who usually speaks with such good 
sense on matters of this sort--con1ing in on a 
small local question of this kind and red ving 
the old clays of Ipswich, when the members for 
Ipswich used to be such a force in the Hmme. 
Those tim('B seem to have gone into the back­
ground altogether, and there is only one member 
for Ipswich here now; and I an1 sure he was 
more inclined, when he was speaking, to talk upon 
another subject altogether. If he only had the 
chttnce I am quite sure he would have spoken 
upon any other subject than that of water supply. 
From the stand the Government have taken I 
think there is not the slightest chance of the 
motion being carried, and I hope it will be 
rejected by such a majority as will show that 
any attempt of the same character for the futnre 
will be useless. I believe the municipalities 
ought to keep their engagements. If they want 
more money, let them have it by all means; 
but let them prove that they are worthy of 
getting it by paying their debts. 

Mr. ALAND, in reply, said: I intend to with­
draw the motion, because I have no wish to 
embarrass the Treasury. I am the last 
member of the House who would cause any 
such embarrassment. But I would like to say 
one or two words before I withdraw it. I am 
much obliged to the leader of the Opposition for 
the good advice he has given me, and I can 
assure him and the House that if the motion has 
the appearance of lo!£-rolling-and I confess, 
looking at it now, that it has somewhat that 
appearance-no intention of anything of that 
sort floatect through my mind when I wrote 
it out. I know every hon. member will 
:<cknowledge that I have never spoken to 

anyone in this House on the subject. Some 
hon. members have "chaffed" me about it a 
little, but that is all. The leader of the Opposi· 
tion, just before he sat clown, said something 
about the Toowoomba waterworks being as 
good an investment as anybody could put 
their money into. But if the corporation is 
disposed to sell the works, I certainly should 
not advise the hon. member to buy them, 
because they would not be a good invest­
ment for the money they have cost, and for 
this reason : that there is no certain supply 
of water. It professes to be a water supply, but 
it is not. It is true that the Select Committee, 
when they brought up their report, founded on 
evidence given by someone before that com­
mittee, stated that there was a sufficient snpply 
for a town with a larger number of inhabitants 
than Toowoomba. But what happened within 
six months? That very source almost entirely 
failed, and from that time to this very little 
water has been got from the well which was 
handed over to us by the Government and :Wir. 
Highfield. The corporation then sank another 
well, from which nearly the whole of the water 
supply has been obtained. Ultimately they pur· 
chased a piece of land which is known in 
Toowoomba by the name of the "Dry Springs." 
I am sorry that, although the Hydraulic 
Engineer of the Government favourably reported 
on it, it has really turneocl out a dry spring; 
and I suppose within three or four months after 
the reservoir was formed at that phtce we had 
not a drop of water from it. At the present 
time Toowoombais depending upon a small well 
which was sunk somewhere near to the swamp 
at the foot of the well which was sunk by Mr. 
Highfield. It strikes me, though I may be 
wrong, that the gist of the argument of the 
Colonial Treasurer -although he was very 
much complimentecl by the leader of the Oppo· 
sition-was that because Toowoomba, Ipswich, 
and Marybornugh have not repudiated their 
liability to the Government, themfore they are 
not placed in the same position as \Varwick, and 
that what they ought to have clone was to have 
acted as \V arwick did, and refused to take 
over thfl works, and then the same concession 
would have been made to them as was made to 
\Varwick. The hon. member for Rockhamptcn 
said that the resolutions at the conference were 
not carried unanimously. IV ell, the report 
states that they were ; and it is from the report 
that I read. I could not go outside what I 
re>td. I was not present myself, and there­
fore could only go by the report. But 
I would point out to the hon. member 
this fact: that from him we have heard the 
municipality of Rockhampton spoken of in a very 
high manner; and I have no doubt it deserves 
all the credit he gives to it. I have always 
heard it spoken of as a kind of model munici­
pality. But I would like the hou. member and 
this House to understand that Rockhampton has 
had an advantage over other municipalities in 
having derived a large revenue from its wharfage. 
That has been of great assistance to them, and 
has given them a great advantage. Before I sit 
clown I just w-ant to say this: \V e are not 
going to get this money, and I would ask 
the Colonial Treasurer to take this into con­
sideration. It will be observed from what has 
fallen from the hon. member for Maryborough 
that that municipality-and I know Toowoomba, 
also, and possibly Ipswich-will certainly have 
to borrow more money. We are in dread every 
clay of the water supply in Toowoomba com­
pletely failing, and it is necessrtry for us to look 
for a fresh source. I think I know where that 
fresh source is, and it has always been a wonder 
to me why Mr. Highfielcl did not get water 
from it. Although these municipalities must 
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have bonowed fully five times the amount of 
their annual revenue, I would ask the Colonial 
Treasurer whether he will allow them to borrow 
Rmnething n1ore in order that these waterworks 
may be made efficient? I hope the hon. gentle­
man will seriouslv consider the matter. I know 
he has harl an "application of that kinr1 from 
Maryborough, and he has informed them that 
he could not see his way clear to lend them 
nwre 1noney. But we have heard from the 
hon. memLer for :\Iaryborough that it will be 
absolutely necessary for that. town to Lorrow 
money. I know that it will be absolutely 
nece,sary for Tuowoornba to do so, and, there­
fore I think our borrowing powers should be 
extended. ~What is the use of having pipes in 
the streets, and engines to pump the water, if 
we have not got the water? I beg to withdraw 
the motion. 

lVIotion, by leave, withdrawn. 

GRATUITY TO PARLIA:MJ;;NT"I..HY 
LIBRARIAN. 

JI.Ir. B17CKLAND, in moving-
'rhat the IIonse will, at its next sitting, resolve 

it.'lF>lf into a Committer' of the ·whole to consider of an 
"\ddress to the Governor, praying that His Bxcellency 
will be pl£Hsed to ea use to be placed on the Snpple­
mentarv J~stimates for 1884-5 the sum of £WO, ns a 
further· recognition (in addition to the sum already Jl~Lid) 
of the eminent services rendered to both Houses of 
l)arliament by 1>. O'Donova.n, Rsquire. the Parliamentary 
Ubrarian, in the preparation of the Parliamentary 
Catalogue, the comp1lation of which has extended over 
several years-·-

'aid: Mr. Speaker,-I had hoped that ~ome 
other means would have been adopted to carry 
out the ocject of thi" motion, a8 I find that 
a motion oi similar purpr;rt was brought forward 
at the l<cst sitting of the Hmme by the h<m. 
member for Burke. But as nothing has been 
done I will submit the retu)lution to the House. 
I think every hon. member will admit that the 
compilation of our Library catalogue has occu­
pied a larg8 amount of time, and that the reviews 
which have been made of the book, Loth by 
the colonial Preos and the Press of the old 
country, prove it to be a very valuable and 
comprehenBive work. This House will be only 
doing justice, I think, to a valuable servant by 
recog-ni8ing- his abilities, and the time the 
Librarian has devoted to the preparation of the 
catalogrw, by increasing the g-ratuity already 
paid him by £400, making altogether a sum of 
£1,000. I find that the work has been favourably 
reviewed, not only by the l<:arl of Rosebery, the 
Duke of J\bnchester, and Mr. Todd, the late 
librarian of the Ganadian Le~islature, but by all 
the leading newspapers and authorities in the 
old country ; and I have great pleasure, sir, in 
moving thr.t the sum of £400 be granted as an 
additional g-ratuity to :Mr. O'Donovan. 

The PRE:YIIEH: Mr. Speaker,-I certainly 
expected that the hon. member, in moving this 
n1otion, would have gi \~en smne reason for it. I 
have not been able to collect any reason from 
what few o')servations the hon. member offered 
to the Hou"e, why the sum of £600, proposed by 
the late Government as fair remuneration to JV1r. 
O'Donovan for his services, should be increased. 
In fact, the only argument the hon. gentleman 
offered was that lVIr. O'Donov<cn is not satisfied 
with what he has received. \Ve all know that 
the work done was a very creditable work and a 
very laborious one, that the catalogue contains 
an imrrensr amount of information, and that it 
is a monun_ent of industry. I daresay it is a 
model of whflt a catalogue ought to be. But 
after all, vYhen it is prnl"'"ed that we should 
spend the p,rLlic money, I think we are bound 
to ask what is the work worth, and wlmt has 
been paid for it? It must be borne in 

isM 

mind that it is one o£ the principal duties 
of a librarian to make a catalogue. That is 
understood to be part of the functions of a librarian. 
In this particular instance the Librarian has 
made an unusually good c<ctalogue, and in consi­
deration of that he has had an honorarium of 
£600. I presume that before the Government 
decided to give him that amount they Cllnsidered 
the merits of the case, and came to the conclusion 
that £600 was a fair remuneration, and I confess 
that I have seen no reason for dissenting from 
that conchmion. It is said that the work occu­
pied a great deal of time. No doubt it took a 
long time and involved a great deal of trouble. 
But after all our Library is not a large one ; and 
I cannot myself see why the honorarium of 
£GOO should not be a sufficient recognition 
of the valuable Rel·vices-what I may call 
the extra services-rendered in making the 
catalog-ue better than catalogue,; are ordinarily. 
In s<tying that I estimate the catalogue at its full 
value. I object on principle to giving extra pay 
to public officer~ for doing their duty, as a general 
rule. If public officers, in performing their duties, 
do more than their duty to an extmordinary 
degree, then it is very proper, no doubt, to make 
some recognition of it. I hacVe also a strong 
objection to continually revising remunerations. 
I think it is a very objectionable thing to 
be revising ·them year after ye«r. This 
matter has been discussed in the House 
before in Committee of Supply. That the 
work of compiling the catalogue was a 
very htborious one, and was very creditably 
done, we all admit, but no reason has been given 
why we should give lVIr. ()'Donovan, in addition 
to his ordinary ,;alary for performing his ordinary 
work, an addition<cl two years' pay. He has 
actually received £600, and now it is proposed to 
give him an additional £400. I fail to see that 
any argument has been advanced to j llstify the 
House in expending a further sum out of the 
revenue for this purpose. 

The Hox. SIR T. lVfciL WRAITH : Mr. 
Speaker,-I hope the Government will not deal 
with this question in a niggardly spirit, but that 
they will carry out the principle which the hon. 
member just now enumemted. The Premier 
says tlmt in considering a question of this sort 
we ought to consider what the work is worth. 
That is what I would like to study too. The 
hon. g-entleman also says that it is the business 
of a libr.lrian to make a catalogue, but the merit 
of the work of our Librarian is that it contains a 
digest of the Library. :!'>fr. O'DonoYan has read 
every book in the Library, and the result is, that 
we can get any information as to any work we 
may require on a p:wticular subject by consult­
ing the cat<clogue. It is a work which no librarian 
has ever approached, except the librarians of 
some large private libraries in Europe. The 
fact is, that in no very extensive library at home 
could such a work be executed by any one 
man. But our catalogue has been compiled by 
one man, and to every subject treated, if in 
the books cont<cined in the Library, a refer­
ence is given, so that if a member wishes to 
be informed of what works there are in the 
Library on any subject and their nature, he has 
only t;, study the catalogue. That is an assist­
ance we have never httd before, and an assist­
ance which the members of Parliament in the 
other colonies do not enjoy. I say this sincerely, 
that I acknowledg-e with gratitude the assistance 
I have got from that catalogue. It has sav·ed 
me nights and days of labour. \Vith regard to 
the p<tyrnent made to lYJr. O'Donovan, I must 
say that if the same amount of work was done 
by an engineer or lawyer or other professional 
man the sum would never have been grudged. 
How the amount of £600 was arrived at by the 
late Government I do not know. I believe 
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it was the modesty of the Librarian that fixed 
it at that amount. I would have voted £1,000 
without the slightest hesitation. I know very 
well that legal work of this kind has been paid 
for at a ten times higher rate. 

The PREMIER : It does not follow that it 
was worth that. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: No, it 
does not. Literary work of this kind has 
always been paid at a higher rate, and I think 
we cannot do less than vote the small sum 
proposed in the motion before the House. 
I know that any member who uses that library, 
and wishes to inform himself quickly on any sub. 
ject, cannot but rise with admiration from a 
study of that catalogue, and cannot help feeling 
grateful to the man who has helped him to save so 
much of his time. It is a wonderful work, and 
it IS a work that is impossible for one man in the 
big libraries at home; and now that we have 
found a man who has undertaken it we 
should not let him go unrew,.rded. There is 
another reason why we shoulrl not pass him 
by. It is two years since he was paid this 
£600, and he has been working indefatigably 
at that catalogue ever since. The Library is 
increasing every mouth, and he is keeping that 
work up with the increase of the books. That 
is an increase of labour which an ordinary 
librarian would not have to undertake if he had 
not such a catalogue as this. Mr. O'Donovan 
has made it a point of honour to keep up the 
work to the very latest review, and I think we 
ought to acknowledge that by paying the 
small amount asked by the hon. member for 
Bulimba. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said: Mr. Speaker,-One is 
naturally wishful to keep on the hest terms with 
the officials of this House, and I am influenced 
by that feeling as much as any hon. member, 
but I do not think a feeling of that kind should 
keep a m em her silent when he ought to speak, or 
interfere with the discharge of what appears to 
him to he his public duty. I think that the claim 
o" request put before us to-night, taking all the 
surrounding circutnstances into consi<leration, is 
one which this House ought not to entertain. I 
feel satisfied that if those of us who have made 
any show at all of fighting for econom~' and the 
fair thing all r<>und, are silent on this subject, we 
shall never he justified in speaking on any other 
question of the same character. I maintain that 
undue pressure, undue influence, and versistency 
are brought to bear on hon. members with regard 
to this matter. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: No. 
Mr. MIDGLEY: Why, the proprietors of 

St. Jacob's Oil might learn a lesson from 
someone or other connected with this cata. 
logue. One is ready to admire anything that 
is good and beautiful and worthy of admira· 
tion, but really the advertising, and the puff. 
ing, and the manrenvring in connection with 
this matter whenever it was likely to be subject 
to discussion in this House have been so 
persistent and so frequent as to be patent to any 
ordinary observer. I maintain, Mr. Speaker 
that the Parliamentary Librarian has the rosiest 
and the snuggest-well, I conld use a long 
string of adjecth·es with regard to that par. 
ticular billet. There is no position in the 
State, to my mind, which, to a man of any 
literary taste at all, is more en viable than 
that. The duties of the Parliamentary Libra­
rian are the lightest and easiest of any Ci vi! 
servant in the country, and for those duties Mr. 
O'Donovan is fairly well paid. He was probably 
elected to the position because of his experience 
and his qualifications, and he would naturally 
bring those qualifications to bear, and endeavour 
to discharge his duties in such a way as to prove 

that the qualifications he was supposed tn have 
did exist. I feel confident that, even if this 
matter went into committee, there would be very 
little chance of its being carried. I think the 
claim is an unreasonable one, and ought to be as 
persistently opposed as it has been imposed on 
the House. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said: I intend to 
oppose this motion. I do not know whether the 
gentleman interested has asked anyone to make 
this claim for him ; but, whether he has or not, 
I think the amount of salary he is paid at the 
present time is quite sufficient for the duties he 
has to perform. Now, sir, how do commercial 
houses value the services of their em pi oyes? 
If they find a man's services are worth more 
than they are paying him, they give him an 
advance; and I think the Parliamentary 
Librarian has had his salary advanced from 
£400 to £500. Besides that h~ has had £600 
as an honorarium for working out that 
index to the Library, and I think that Parlia­
ment has a perfect claim to the best services of 
that gentleman. vV e have already paid what 
we considered a fair sum for the great work he 
has executed, and I do not see why we should be 
asked to make an addition to that sum. I 
ghould be ashamed to face my constituency if I 
voted for this motion. I would just remark here : 
What ad vantage have the constituencies from 
such a work as we are now asked to pay £400 
for, to rai'e the amount to £] ,000? It is only for 
the benefit of members; no one else receives any 
benefit from it. But my strong argument is that 
we pay him qnite sufficient for the duti,,s he per· 
forms. While the Librarian was engaged at that 
work I suppose it was in the time he was paid 
for; he was not sitting up night. after night at it. 

HoNOURABLE JHEMBERS: Yes, he was. 
Mr. MACF ARLANE: Even if he was, £600 

is a considerable sum to pay for it. There are a 
great number of hard-working students, working 
for far less than that-getting no reward except 
giving satisfaction to their employers. I think 
the Librarian ought to w>eit and see how his 
services are valued by his em r,Joyers. If in a 
year or two the work proves of g1·eat service to 
members of this House, by saving them time and 
tro>1ble, and is found to be a benefit to the whole 
colony, it will be time enough then, I think, to 
ask that the House should vote a further sum for 
that gentleman. I hope that very few members 
will nothavemuch to say in favour of this motion. 

Mr. BROOKES : It is not often that we are 
called upon, Mr. Speaker, in this House to esti. 
mate a labour of the kind which is represented 
by the catalogue of our Library ; and perhaps it 
may be that we are not very good judges of the 
value of the kind of labour it implies. It is impos­
sible to have the case put better before the House 
than it was put by the leader of the Opposition. 
I think he stated it in a very convincing way. 
I do not look on this matter in a commercial 
light. At all events, I may take a special view 
of it. Looking to the work itself, and to the 
work implied in this cJtalogue, I consider that 
labour very cheap at £1,000. I think I have 
known of £1,000 given by this House for work 
which is of no value whatever-not the slightest­
and for other work which has ceased to be of 
value almost as soon as the books were printed. 
I do think that hon. members wl o have spoken­
and other hem. members who have not spokea, 
but who may be of the same opinion-are 
hardly aware of the position of a librarian. They 
think that a librarian is a person whose principal 
occupation is to record in a ledger the books that 
have been taken out, and to takP. care that the 
books are not injured. I question very much 
whether, until they saw this catalogue, many 
gentlemen in this Assembly ever saw a catalogue. 
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I confess I never saw in all my life such a cata. 
logue as that prepared by Mr. O'Donovan, and 
therefore I am prepared to endorse what the 
leader of the Opposition says: that that cata­
logue will save hours and hours of work and 
labour of research on the part of persons seeking 
information. There is this in it: that it was 
no part of the Librarian's duty to prepare a 
catalogue. I need not point out to you, Mr. 
Speaker, that we have had a librarian before, 
and that there is not a librarian who has ever 
attempted to prepare such a catalogue as we 
have. I CJonsider that as a mere advertisement 
for the colony-and that is a low reason to give 
-that catalogue is cheap at £1,000. That 
catalogue goe.s here and there-· in England, on 
the Continent, in the United States-and is in 
that way of great value. It tells its own tale about 
us in Queensland ; and on that ground I think 
th>tt the House should not be niggardly in this 
matter. but should accord Mr. O'Donovan this 
amount. I fancy that this £400 woulcl not have 
been applied for hacl nnt the Librarian been g1 ven 
to understand th:<t he would receive £1,000; and 
it was only natural for him to make the 
application. vVe would all have done the same 
thing if we had been led to expect £1,000, and 
only received £600: we woulcl have endeavoured 
to ascertain whether we caul d not get the £400. 
Without saying that the House is pledged to 
the £400, I still think with the leader of the 
Opposition, that we cannot get out of it wi' h 
honour unless we pay the £400. I still think 
that the Librarian wag led to suppose that 
he woulrl receive the £400 which is now being 
aBked for. I would like hnn. memhers to en­
tirely clismiss frnm their minds the iclea that the 
preparation of that catalogue formed any part 
of his duty. It was entirely an extra work. 
It has bAeu to him a labour of love, and I 
d J not believe that there is another gentleman 
in the Australian colonies who could have 
done it. I believe, at all events, we shall 
act in conformity with our di!.;nity and 
a wise policy if we grant this £400 to our 
Librarian. Now, the work proceeds; it is a kind 
of work which can never stop, and the result will 
be that it will become more and more a perfect 
catalogue as time rolls on. If this £400 should 
not be granted-well, then, out dies the profes­
sional spirit of the Librarian with reference to 
this catH,logue. He will perform his duties juet 
the same as ever. I do not believe one member 
in twenty would perceive the slightest laxity in 
the performance of his duties ; but he would 
never touch the catalogue more. And I should 
not like that. The catalogue as it stands 
now is a credit to Queensland. It has bPen a 
work springing entirely out of the love of litera­
ture possessed by lVIr. O'Douovan. It has cost 
him an amount of labonr which even £1,000 
would imperfectly repay; and I think we shall 
honour ourselves and show our appreciation of a 
good librarian if we vote this sum. 

Mr. HORWITZ: All I wish to say is, that 
Mr. O'Donovan is the right man in the right 
place. He was engaged as Librarian, and got first 
£300 a year ; then he got a rise to £400, and after 
two years to £500. Nnw, he has made a cata­
logue which contains very useful information 
to the members of Assembly, but at the S[tme 
time he gets £~00 a yea.r, and I consider he ougl1t 
to be very well satisfied. He got £600 twelve 
months ago from the late Government, and if the 
late Government thought his work was worth 
£1,000, why did they not put £1,000 down? If 
we pay this £400 now, some other member may 
bring forward twelve months hence another 
motion to give him another £500. 

Mr. STEVENSON said: Mr. Speaker,-! have 
but a word to say in support of this motion. It 

is of no use my saying that I think very highly 
of the work, for a great many people much 
better qualified than I am have expressed high 
admiration of it. And to anyone who under­
stands it at all it must be evident that it is pre­
pared by a man of high literary culture. But 
that is not the principal reason why I support 
the vote. I iook upon it as a debt of honour. I 
consider it would be another act of repudiation 
if Mr. O'Donovan were not paid that £400. 

The PHE:YliER: There is no evidence. 
Mr. STEVENSO:N: There is not the slightest 

doubt that everymemberof the Committee, when 
we passed the vote of £600 last year, got up with . 
the impression that the sum of £400 would be 
put down in the next Estimates. I have a dis­
tinct recollection of that. 

The PREMIER : The very opposite was 
said. 

Mr. STEVENSON : That was the impression 
left on the minds of bon. members, and I was 
astonished when I found it was not on the 
Estimates for this year. It would not be fair to 
go back on that implied promise in a thin House 
like this, where there eau hardly be a fair 
expression of opinion. I am satisfied that the 
money was as good as promised to Mr. 
O'Donovan. Whatever the Librarian's salary 
may be, this catalogue was extra work, and 
very cheap at the money. If it had been done 
outside it would have cost far more. As has 
been pointed out, the work is a creclit to the 
Library, and a good ~dvertisement to the colony. 
I hope the motion will be carriecl. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said: I did intend to 
vote against the motion, but after what the 
leader of the Opposition saicl about the cata­
logue, and the statement he made that the work 
is still going on-and also after the kind way in 
which the junior member for South Brisbane 
spoke of it-I feel it my duty to support the 
motion. 

Mr. ANNEAR said: T never intended to vote 
against the motion, but for it; and I do so from 
what I gathered, not only from the Press of the 
colony, but from papers I have received from Great 
Britain. The catalogue is a very good one, and 
we shall be doing a very graceful act in voting 
this sum, which will only make the whole 
amount £1,000. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said: With reference to 
the remarks of the hon. member for Norman by 
as to the implied promise made by the Colonial 
Treasurer last year, I will read the remarks 
made by the hon. gentleman on that occasion. 
The Colonial Treasurer said :-

"He fnlly believed that everything that had been said 
in praise of the c.Lt~hgue had been justified; but the 
Government had not really hnd time to consider the 
matte' on account of the session com:ng on so early in 
the year. He cou'd harr11~' make any promise at present. 
but thf~ expression of' opinion that had been given would 
not be lo.;.:t on the f~overnment, and before the House 
met again he could arrive at some conclusion on the 
subject" 
Such being the words of the Colonial Treasurer, 
hon. members had a right to expect that some 
further recognition of Mr. O'Donnvan's Rervices 
would have been found on the Estimates for this 
year. That is the reason why I brought forward 
the motion. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSRAX: I may as 
well say that the impression left upon my mind 
at the time, and upon the minds of the majority of 
hon. members 1•resent, was that a distinct pro­
mise had been made that the sum would appear 
on next year's Estimates. The Colonial Trea­
surer may not have intended to put that mean­
ing into his words, Lut that was the impression 
they made; and the junior member for North 
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Brisbane is quite justified in saying that to 
refuse to pass the motion now would almost 
savour of repudiation. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said: The 
repOl t of what I said is ex>tctly correct. I did 
subsequently represent to the C>tbinet the opinion 
expressed in this Chamber on the subject; th>tt 
was when we were frarning the ]~stirna,tes for the 
current year. The question W>ts fully inquired 
into and considered, and the Cabinet ar'l·ived at 
the conclusion that the £600 previou;;ly voted 
was an adequate remnneration. Therefore I 
fulfilled the promise I made in the Chamber. 

Qu<'\~tion put. 
The House divided:­

AYES, 18. 
Sir T.l\Iciiwraith, ~fcssrs. Archer, li.Iacrossan, Norton, 

Chubb, .Jlacclonald-Patm·son, Brookes, I.sambert, Kellett, 
.T. Campbell, StcYtinson, Annear, Buckland, Stevens, 
Donaldson, Ferguson, rr. Camp bell, and Lissner. 

NoEs, 14. 
:J.fessrs. Dickson, Rutledge, Miles, Griffith, Shericlan, 

Dutton, Wbite, Black, :Macfarlane, l\Iidgley, Horwitz, 
Fraser, Alartd, andB1tiley. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said : ::'llr. 
Speaker,-I would like to ask the Premier, before 
we pass to the Orders of the Day, if he has made 
up his mind exactly about the course of business 
on Monr!ay-whether the Defence Bill will come 
on first ? The reason why I ask is that the 
motion making :i'vlonday a Government day has 
only come on lately, and I know several bon. 
n1ernbers-I 1nyself, for one-have n1ade engage­
ments for that day which we cannot very well 
break. I wish to know what business is to be 
taken, because I desire to be here as much of 
Monday as I possibly can. 

The PREMIER: I said last night that what 
the Government want to do is to consult the 
co,wenience of hon. gentlemen. I h:1Ve con­
sidered the suggestion that was made then, that 
the Treasurer should make what statement he 
has to make in connection with the Loan 
Estimates, and proceed with some other busirs'3s 
before we actually go on with them. 'l'hat 
appellrs to me to be the most practicable way. 
I think, therefore, that it will be convenient to 
let the Order of the Day for Supply stand at 
the head of the paper, and the Colonial Trea­
surer can make any speech he intends to make 
on the motion that the t:lpeaker leave the chair; 
but in;;tead of the Speaker actually leaving the 
chair after the speech has been made, if it be so 
desired-probably it may be-the motion may be 
withdrawn, and we can proceed with the amend­
ments in the Defence Bill, which I find, with 
one exception, are formal, relating to the naval 
defences, and almo;;t verbal. \V e can then deal 
with the Officials in Parliament Bill, which will 
not take very long, and then proceed with Com­
mittee of Supply, and take the Supplementttry 
Estimates, or the debate on the Loan Estimates, 
whichever is desired. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: The hon. 
gentleman has said that he will try and suit the 
convenience of hon. members. I think it will 
be convenient if the Defence Bill be not taken 
on ::\ionrlay, as I do not think that all the 
amendments in it are exactly formal, as the hon. 
gentleman seems to consider. It will suit the 
convenience of this side if the Defence Bill be 
not gone on with. 

BUNDABERG GAS AND COKE COM­
PANY (LIMITED) BILL-CO::\IMITTEE. 

On the motion of Mr. MACDONALD­
p ATERSON, the Speaker left the chair, and the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider this Bill. 

Preamble postponed. 
Clauses 1 to 6, inclush·e, passed as printed. 
On clause 7, as follows:-
,,All salaried olficers of the company shall be compe­

tent to hold any share or shares, est}tte, or interest in 
the capital, stock, funds, or property thereot, either 
solely or jointly for themselves or in trust for others." 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWl~AITH asked 
whether the clauses of the Bill were the same as 
those contained in other Gas Bills passed during 
the session ? 

Mr. MACDONALD·PATERSON: Yes. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked 

how it was that the indenture gave Ivlr. :Fleming 
a monopoly of the manufacture of gas in the 
town of Bundaberg for so many years "? 

Mr. MACDO::"r AL D-P ATERSON said there 
would be no monopoly. A bond with the cor­
poration with regard to a monopoly was not 
worth the paper on which it was written. 

The Hox. Sm '1'. JVIciLWRAITH said thttt 
by the agreement the municipality of Bundaberg 
could not enter into any other contract for the 
supply of gas for a per~od of ten years; and it 
would be monstrous to grve a monopoly to any­
body for the supply of gas or anything else for 
ten years. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON said the 
corporation would only be bound so far as lamps 
were concerned. At question 22 of the evidence 
taken by the Select Committee, the following 
appe:tred :-

"By )1.r. Donalr'lson: 1'here is nothing to prevent the 
corporation entering into an agreement with any other 
private person or public company, except as rega.rJs 
the supply of lamps by you? So; except the lamps. 
Twenty is the stated number to start with." 

Mr. CHUB13 said that a monopoly could only 
be granted by the Crown. 'rhe corporation of 
Bundaberg had no more power to grant a mono­
poly to :Mr. }'leming than to grant to him the 
succession of the Crown of England. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said he 
was afraid that among the lawyer,; the Bunda­
bergians would drop in for a monopoly in the 
gas line. The preltmble of the Bill seemed to 
adopt the agreement made between JVIr. Fleming 
:tnd the council; and whether they had a legal 
right to make that agreement or not, the 
Bundabergians would be bound in honour to 
take Mr. l'leming's gas for ten years, if that 
agreement was embodied in an Act of Parlia­
ment. He did not think that was intended, nor 
was it right. Clause 7 of the agreement was not 
recited in the preamble, but the preamble 
embodied the agreement; and whether the 
agreement was legal or not, he thought they 
were binding the people of Bundaberg to a 
monopoly. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON said it 
was a verv innocent clause after all. The com­
pany wm1ld be bound to supply ga.;; at a specific 
price, which would be reduced from time to time; 
and the quality of the gas was to be of a certain 
standard. There was, therefore, no chance of the 
people of Bnndaberg suffering from the enterprise 
of the company. 

The PRKYILER said that clauses 7, 8, and 9 of 
the agreement were most objectionable. The 
7th clause said :-

" 'l'hat thP. said municipal council of Bundaberg shall 
not for a period of ten years enter into any other con .. 
trttct for the purpose of supplying the inhabitants of 
t.he town of Bundaberg and itt~ suburbs with gas other 
than this." 
Suppose the company did not make good gas­
the contract still remained. Perhaps they could 
succeed in an action for damages against the 
company if it carried on its work in an un 
satisfactory manner. The company might fail 
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to do its duty, but the corpol'ation would be 
bound not to make a contract with another 
company. Then the requirements of the town 
might be beyond the powers of the company. 
They did not know what the bounds of the muni­
cipality would be ten years hence. Probably before 
that time it would extend to the other side 
of the river; and in that case no company 
could be empowered to supply the other side of 
the river with gas. The 8th clause purported 
to give :Mr. Fleming the sole right to manufac­
ture gas in the town of Bundaberg ; Parliament 
should never sanction a thing of that kind. 
Clause 9 also was objectionable. It provided 
that at the termination of ten years the muni­
cipal council should have the sole right of 
purchasing the property of the company, pro­
vided they exercised the right of purchasing 
within six months from the expiration of the ten 
years. The general provisions inserted in other 
Bills were not in accordance with that part of the 
agreement. At the expiration of the prescribed 
period the "municipal corporation" might not 
be the local authority empowered to purchase 
on the conditions prescribed by the Bill. He 
thought by far the best way out of the diffi­
culty would be to amend the preamble by 
reciting a reference to the schedule, to insert the 
agreement as a schedule, and insert a provision 
at the end of the Bill to the effect that clauses 7, 
8, and !J of the indenture were annulled. 

Mr. MACDON ALD-P A'l'ERSON said he had 
no objection to accept the suggestion of the hon. 
the Premier. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman would see that the House could 
never allow such clauses as those referred to to 
pass. l<'ancy giving a monopoly to one man for 
the manufacture of coke for the next ten years 
in Bundaberg! He might want to make coke 
there himself before the expiration of that time; 
and there was nothing more probable than that 
other persons would want to make it. It was 
the centre of a great copper-mining district; 
coke was becoming more and more an article of 
use in the smelting of copper, and the idea of 
giving one person a monopoly of its manufacture 
was simply absurd. He was sure the Bunda­
berg people did not want it. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSONsaicl,seeing 
that Mr. Fleming stated before the Select Com­
mittee that the only monopoly he claimed was 
the supply of gas lamps, he had no hesitation 
in accepting the suggestion of the hon. the 
Premier. 

Mr. ALAND said he would like to ask the 
hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill whether 
there was not something contradictory between 
the 6th clause of the agreement made by the 
corportttion of Bundaberg with Mr. Fleming, 
and the latter part of clause 13 of the Bill. 
Clause G of the agreement provided that the price 
to be charged by Mr. Fleming for ga,, for the 
first four yenxs should be 12s. 6d. per 1,000 cubic 
feet, and that it should be then decreased yearly 
for a period of six years ; while it was provided 
in clause 13 that it should not be compulsory on 
the company to reduce the charges before 30 
per cent. of the paid-U]J capital of the company 
should have been received by each shareholder. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON said if the 
hon. member would again look at clause 13 he 
would see that the company could not go beyond 
the charges fixed in the Bill ; but they were not 
bound to reduce the price until the latter part 
of the clause had been fulfiller]. There w''" no 
inconsistency whatever between clause 6 of the 
agreement ai1d the clause of the Bill referred to 
by the hon. member. 

1884-5 w 

Mr. ALAND said he did not exttctly under­
stand the hon. member. Clause 6 of the agree­
ment said:-

"That the price charged by the said Robert Flmniug 
for the said gas t~sl1all be, for the first four years of this 
agreement, twelYD shillings and sixpence per one thon­
s~md Cl.lbic feet, and shall then be decreased yearly by 
the sum of ti vcpence per one thousand cubic feet for a 
period of six years." 
According to that, Mr. Fleming could not 
charge more than 12s. ()d. per 1,000 cubic feet; 
but the 13th clause provided that until 30 
per cent. was paid in dividends he need not re­
duce the price. Notwithstanding the agreement, 
he might say at the end of four years that the 
concern was not paying 30 per cent., and there­
fore he should not reduce the price by 5d. per 
1,000 cubic feet. He would like to know 
whether that might not be the case? 

Mr. MACDON"~LD-PATERSON: No; cer-
tainly not. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 8 to 12, inclusive, passed as printed. 
On clause 13, as follows :-
" It shall be lawful for the said company to contract 

with the corporation of the municipality of Bundaberg, 
or persons having the control, direction, or management 
of the highways or any of them within the limits o! 
this Act for supplying the same with gas, and also to 
contract with any person for supplying with gas any 
such person or any streets, ways, lanes, bridges, or 
passages, manufactories, shops, warehouses, public or 
private houses, or buildings belonging to him or in which 
he is interested or over which he has the direction or 
control, and also to contract with any person whomso­
ever for lighting or supplying with gas any shops, 
manufactories, warehouses, public or private buildings 
or places whatsoever within the limits of this Act, in such 
manner and under such stipulation as the said company 
shall think proper, consistent with the powers con­
tained in the said articles of association and in this 
Act. And provided always that if the charges that 
m::ty be made by the said con1pany under and by virtue 
of this Act, for such supply of gas, shall be found to 
produce a greater sum than thirty pounds per annum 
for every one hundred pounds of the paid-up capital of 
the said company, then and in snch ~a se the said company 
shall at their first meeting after it shall have been 
ascertained that such greater sum has been produced, 
reduce the said charges so as that the same shall not 
produce to the said company a greater rate of clear 
annual profit divisible Ul10ll the subscribed and 
paid-up capital stock of the said compal'!y than 
the said sum of thirty pounds annually for every 
one hundred pounds of such capital; and in order 
thnt the true state of the profits may be known, it shall 
be the duty of the directors of the said company, so soon 
as the 11rotits of the said company exceed thirty pounds 
for every on.e hundred IJOunds by the :rear, to publish 
in the Queenslaml Government Gazette annually a full 
and true statement and account of the moneys received, 
disbursed, and expended by them, and every such 
statement and account shall be verified by the secre .. 
tary of the said company by solemn declaration to 
be made before a. justice of the peace. Provided that it 
shall not be compulsory on the said company to reduce 
the said charges before the sum of thirty pounds 11er 
annum for every one hundred pounds of the paid-up 
capital of the said company shall have been received by 
each shareholder of the said company in respect of his 
share or shares tllerein from the commencement of the 
said company." 

Mr. BAILEY said he would point out to the 
hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill that there 
were three parties concerned in it - Mr. 
Fleming, the corporation, and also the consumers 
of gas. In the interests of the consumers he 
trusted they would get their gas, in the course of 
a few years, at a much less rate than that pro· 
posed, and he would suggest to the hon, 
member that the amount of 30 per cent. 
should be reduced. He thought 20 per cent. 
was a very fair profit; it was rather more 
than the usual profit in industrial undertakings; 
but, as the Bill stood, the consumers of gas 
would have no claim to have the charge reduced 
until there was a profit in excess of £30 for every 
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£100 of capital paid up. That was not a fair 
thing to the consumers, and he wondered the 
corporation of Bundaberg had agreed to such a 
contract. He thought the hon. gentleman should 
agree to reduce the percentage, so that the con­
sumers of gas should be able to obtain it at a 
more reasonable rate. He thought that when a 
work of that kind brought in 20 lJer cent. 
the company could well afford to let the 
consumers have a slight advantage in the way 
of a reduction in the price of their gas. 
The clause did not only provide that there should 
be 30 per cent. profit for one year, but for a 
number of succeeding years ; and until that 
was accomplished no reduction could take place 
in the price of the gas. He thought that 
was rather an extravagant proposal. He was 
sure the hon. gentleman would admit that the 
consumers had a great interest in keeping down 
the price, and that he would see his way to 
reduce the abnormal and extravagant rate pro­
posed. 

Mr. CHUBB said in the last Gas Bill passed 
the rate was fixed at 20 per cent. 

Mr. BAILEY said the rate was not to be 
reduced when the profits reached 30 per cent. for 
the first time; hut all previous years had to be 
taken into consideration. The first year there 
might be a profit of 10 per cent. ; the next year 
25 per cent.; and the next year 50 per cent.;" but 
an average had then to be struck, and if the 
average did not come up to 30 per cent. the 
price would not be reduced. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATEHSOX said the 
hon. gentleman had lost sight of the circum­
stance that there was a right of purchase. The 
price was fixed for ten years, and at the end of 
that time the corporation might take over the 
plant. He had not paid much attention to the 
clause, because he believed himself that the 
Bundaberg people would purchase the works. 
He was bound to say that he did not think the 
company should ask for a higher rate of interest 
on their money than other companies recently 
established. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWllAITH said the 
very possibility of the corporation being likely to 
buy up the works was the very reason why the 
rate of interest should Le reduced. ·while the 
company had power to draw profits up to 30 per 
cent. the value of the works was enhanced. 

On the motion of Mr. MACDONALD­
p ATERSON, the clause was amended in the 
24th and 30th lines by the omission of the word 
"thirty " and the substitution of the word 
''twenty." 

Mr. MACDONALD- P ATERSON moved 
that the clause be further amended in the 
34th line by the substitution of "twenty" for 
"thirty." 

The PREl\fiER said the clause as it stood was 
quite inoperative. It was the duty of the con­
tractors when the profits exceeded 30 per cent. 
to reduce the price of the gas, but there was no 
means of knowing what the profits were, as the 
company was not obliged to publish its returns. 
That part would have to be dealt with in the 
General Gas Bill. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWllAITH said the 
same point had been raised before, 9.nd it was as 
well to let companies understand that they would 
be limited by the General Gas Bill, and they 
must not take it as a hardship if that Bill was 
retrospective in many respects. 

The PREMIER said the hon. member for 
Toowoomba asked whether there was any con­
tradiction between the last proviso and a stipu­
lation in the agreement that the charges for 
gas should be reduced 5d. per 1,000 cubic feet 

for every six years after the first four years. 
Well, there was and there was not. If the Gth 
clause of the agreement had any meaning there 
would be a contradiction; the clause under con­
sideration was intended to be a stipulation by 
Fleming that he would reduce the rates, but the 
public were no parties to the agreement, 
and they could not enforce it. He did not 
know what to do with the thing. There was 
an agreement which was not an agreement at all. 
The thing was absolutely absurd. They had 
better add a proviso to the effect that, notwith­
standing anything before mentioned, it should be 
compulsory on the company to reduce the charges 
as provided in the agreement. 

On the motion of Mr. MACDONALD­
p ATEHSON, the clause was further amended 
by the substitution of the word " twenty " for 
the word "thirty "in the 4th line from the end of 
the clause. 

The HoN. Sm T. i\fciL ·wRAITH said he 
hoped the hon. member understood that the 
Bundaberg Municipality had made an arrange­
ment with Mr. }'leming to supply their town with 
gas at a certain price for the next ten years, 
and the Committee, by Act of Parliament, were 
making a different arrangement altogether. The 
arrangement with the municipality was that Mr. 
}'leming should supply gas at 12s. ud. per 1000 
cubic feet for the first four years, and at an 
annual reduction of 5d. upon that price after­
wards. The Committee were making an arrange­
ment entirely different-that until the works 
paid profits equal to 20 per cent. he need not 
reduce the price. How was the hon. member 
going to get over that difficulty? He did not 
see how it was to be got over by embodying an 
amendment in that Bill. To embody in an Act 
of Parliament an amendment of that sort was 
absurd. 

Mr. :MACDO~ALD-PATERSON said the 
inhabitants of Bundaberg were not bound to 
take a supply of gas from Mr. }'leming. That 
clause did not invalidate the agreement nutde. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: Yes, it 
does. Read the preamble. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATEHSON said he 
had not drafted the Bill, but there was nothing 
in it that was not in other Gas Bills. 

The HoN. Sm T. :MciLWllAITH: Oh, yes, 
there is. There is an agreement with a private 
company. 

Mr. MACDONALD-P.ATERSON said he 
thought the suggested amendment of the hon. 
Premier would get over the difficulty. 

The PllEJiiiiER said he proposed to add to 
the clause-it was a very clumsy way of doing 
it, but it was the only way they could get over 
the difficulty-a proviso to this effect :-

Provided that nevertheless, notwithstanding anything 
herein before contained, it shall be obligatory on such 
company to reduce the said charges from time to time 
as in the said recited indenture is provided. 

That would be effectual although it was clumsy. 
Amendment agreed to ; and clause, as amended, 

put and passed. 
Clauses 14 to 20, inclusive, passed as printe<l. 
On clause 21-" Satisfaction for accidental 

damage to lamps, etc."-
Mr. CHUBB asked why a person should be 

liable for damage caused by accident? It was 
not ordinarily the case, and he did not think it 
should be the cttse here. The clause saict " If 
any person shall carelessly or accidentally break, 
etc." He did not see why a person should be 
liable for damage done by accident. He moved 
that the words "or accidentally" be omitted. 
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Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON said that 
if a person broke or destroyed or damaged a 
lamp carelessly or accidentally he ought to be 
responsible. Such a thing was beyond the con­
trol of the municipality. 

Mr. CHUBB said he did not see why an ex­
ception should be made in that Bill to the 
general law. If his horse ran away, unless 
he was guilty of negligence he was not respon­
sible; but under that Bill, if a person broke a 
lamp by pure accident he was made responsible, 
and he was liable to imprisonment. He would 
like to improve his amendment, and would, 
therefore, beg to withdraw it. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
On the motion of Mr. CHUBB, the word 

"negligently" was substituted for "carelessly 
or accidentally" in the 1st and 7th lines. 

Clause, as "mended, agreed to. 
On clause 22-" Escape of gas"-
The ATTOll::"fEY-GENERAL said that the 

clause penalised the company or a man for a 
future offence. They were liable to punishment 
for not effectually stopping an escape of gas, and 
also preventing " any future escapes." That 
was ridiculous verbiage. He would move that 
the words "any future escapes" be omitted, with 
a view of inserting ''such gas from escaping." 

Amendment put and passed ; and clause, as 
amended, agreed to. 

Clauses 23 and 24-" Contamination of water 
by gas company," and "Power for owners of 
waterworks to dig street and examine the pipes 
of gas company"--passed as printed. 

On clause 25-" Remedy for recovery ofrents"­
Mr. CHUBB said it seemed to him that the 

penalty in that clause was too severe. If a man 
omitted paying his gas bill once the company 
could cut off the supply of gas and never give 
him any more, as the clause provided that they 
might thenceforth " discontinue the supply of 
gas contracted for with the said company by 
such person." 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 26 to 31, inclusive, passed as printed, 
On claus'\l 32-" Appeal to the judge of the 

nearest district court"-

Mr. CHUBB said he thought the part of that 
clause limiting the time within which a person 
could appeal should come out, as it was possible 
there might be no appeal court held in the time 
specified. He therefore moved that the words 
"within four calendar months" be omitted, with 
a view of inserting the word "next." 

Amendment put and passed. 
Mr. CHUBB said he thought a consequential 

amendment was required. The section as it stood 
required twenty-one clays' notice. The court 
might be held within twenty-one days, and 
perhaps there might not be another for five or 
six months. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON moved the 
substitution of the word "fourteen" for the 
word "twenty-one." 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Clauses 33 to 36 passed as printed. 

Clause 37 was passed with a verbal amend­
ment. 

On the motion of the PRE:YHER, the follow­
ing new clauses were inserted after clause 37 :­

The 7th, 8th, and 9th clauses of the said recited in­
denture are hereby annulled. 

At any time after the expira.t.ion of fourteen vears 
from the passing of this Act, the local authority ,Vithin 
whose jurisdiction the company carries on its operations 

may purchase and take from the company the whole o! 
the lands, buildings, works, mains, pipes, and apparatus 
of the company on such terms as to ascertainment and 
payment of the purchase money as may be from time to 
time prescribed by Parliament. 

In the event of the company carrying on its opera· 
tions within the jurisdiction of more than one local 
authority, such purchase may be made by such one o! 
the local authorities as may be prescribed by Parlia­
ment. · 

Clauses 38 and 39-"Interpretation clause,' 
and "Short title"-passecl as printed. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the inden­
ture made on 27th September, 1883, between 
Waiter Adams, mayor, on behalf of the cor­
poration of Bundaberg, and Robert Fleming, 
was inserted as the schedule of the Bill. 

The preamble was passed with a verbal 
amendment, and the insertion, on the motion of 
the PREMIER, of the following words after the 
word "part" in line 5-" and a copy thereof as 
set forth in the schedule hereto." 

On the motion of Mr. MACDONALD­
P ATERSON, the CHAIRiiiAN left the chair, and 
reported the Bill to the House with amendments. 

The report was adopted, and the third reading 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for Monday 
next. 

THE NEW IRELAND BOYS. 
Mr. STEVENS moved-
That the House resolve itself into Committee o! the 

"\i\'hole to consider of an Address to the Governor, pray~ 
ing that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be 
placed upon the Supplementary Estimates of 188t-85 
the sum of £325, to reimburse 'Villiam Ross, John Bird, 
J essie Bird, and D. Louis, for the loss sustained by them 
in consequence of the Government returning to New 
Ireland, before the expiration of their term o! service, 
certain islanders under engagement to the said 
persons. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-The motion 
for going into Committee on thiR subject was 
carried last week by the casting vote of yourself. 
The Government intend to oppose it, for reasons 
given very fully on the previous occasion. This 
motion, if carried, will involve a liability very 
much larger than the amount stated in it, and 
I propose to take a division now on the question 
of going into Committee. I explained fully 
last week the circumstances under which 
the claim was made. The men in ques­
tion were never engaged by these persons 
in any rational sense of the term. The 
so-called engagements were made without any 
Government interpreter being present-in entire 
ignorance on their part that they were being 
engaged for service here ; and as soon as an 
attempt was made to set them to work, they 
escaped and roamed about the shores of Moreton 
Bay for several weeks. They were ultimately 
recaptured, and the Government, as they were 
bound to do, sent them back to their homes. 
Now it is proposed that we should accept this 
principle: that in cases of men having been impro­
perly brought here, and whom the Government 
are in the interests of humanity bound to send 
back to their homes, the Government of this 
colony should undertake to repay to the persons 
who have engaged the men the total amount they 
have paid to the shipowners who brought them. 
That is the principle set up. In cases of that 
kind the Government are to undertake to bear 
the loss of the speculation. It will make it a 
very profitable speculation indeed to bring men 
here. If the men serve-all right. If they turn 
out to have been brought here ill) properly, and 
the Government, for the honour of the country 
and of the British name, send them back to the 
place whence they were improperly taken, the 
colony of Queensland is to bear the cost 
of the speculation. I am bound to protest 
against any speculation of that kind being 
foisted upon the colony. I am very sorry 
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for these people, as I have said, and I am 
prepared tn take their case into consideration, 
and to deal with it on an equitable basis if we 
can. The principle that Government, in cases 
of this kind, are to pay the loss of the specu­
lators, I decline to admit ; and the Government 
intend to take advantage of all the forms of the 
House before the hon. member will succeed in 
inducing the Government to place this amount 
on the Estimates. 

Mr. 8TEVENS : Am I entitled to speak 
again? 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can only 
do so with the consent of the House. 

The PREMIER: There is no objection. 

Mr. STEVENS : The Premier's action simply 
amounts to this: that he is trying to take advan­
tage of some form, of which I suppose every 
hon. member but himself is entirely ignoru,nt. 
I have been in the House some five years, and 
I have never seen this point raised before. 

The PREMIER : Your memory is defective 
then. 

Mr. STEVENS : The motion was carried last 
:Friday night by the casting vote of the Speaker, 
and I suppose it is evident to the Premier that 
he is likely to suffer a defeat. Therefore he is 
taking ad vantage of some form of the House to 
defeat this Order of the Day, and to still further 
treat with injustice the men whose names appear 
in the motion. It is opposed to every principle 
of fair play. One of the Premier's arguments 
against the motion is, that if it is carried 
there will be several other cu,ses, and that it 
will involve thousands instead of hundreds of 
pounds. If the Government are in the wrong, 
and the petitioners are entitled to redress, it does 
not nmtter if it involves £300,000, we are here to 
see that justice is done. The subject should be 
divested of all sentiment, and then I think the 
Premier's argument will not commend itself to 
any right-thinking men. I shall not go into the 
merits of the case. There are enough members 
in the House to defeat the Premier's object, and 
I am prepared to stand or fall by the division. 
But I think it very unfltir, not only to hon. 
memb8rs who are of the same opinion as myself, 
hut still more to those farmers who have suffered 
the wrong. 

Mr. BLACK said: I do not intend to refer at 
very great length to thb matter, but it is only 
right that I should point out that, in my opinion, 
the issue the Premier has raised is an entirely 
erroneous one. I entirely agree with what 
the Premier has said np to a certain point. 
The Government were perfectly justified, in the 
interests of humanity, iu sending these men 
back. I agree with that; but I do maintain 
that the innocent people who never connived at 
the introduction of these men are protected by 
the a.ct of the Government otficer, who certified 
that these islanders were properly obtained ; 
as without that certificate they would never 
have consented to employ them. On these 
grounds, I maintain that the point raised 
by the Premier is a wrong one. It should be 
decided by this House whether the Government 
are or are not responsible for the acts of their 
servants. It rests with the Government to 
appoint men, anc1 they should be more particular 
in doing so, knowing that they will be held 
responsible for the acts of their servants. It is a 
matter of no consideration to me what the 
amount involved in this matter is. I have no 
doubt there will be many similar claims of this 
sort brought forward. 

The PREMIER: Hundreds of them. 
~Ir. BLACK : The hon. gentleman himself, 

and the Government, have admitted that the 

New 1:Peland 1Jo!P• 

Government i~ bound to do justice where injnstlc!J 
has been done, and they showed that most dis­
tinctly when they paid Mr. P. :F. Macdonald 
his claim, on the ground that no matter what 
amount of money is involved the Government 
are bound to act straightforwardly. 

The PREMIER: That was a legal debt. 

:Mr. BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker,-Every­
one has foreseen that this abominable South Sea 
Island trade wonld bring us into some such 
fix as we are in now. I believe that the 
receiver is as bad as the thief, and that is 
a good maxim in regard to the South Sea 
Island trade. The doctrine that the Government 
are respnnsible for the acts of their servants 
cannot be assailed; but still it is a doctrine 
subject to limitation, and smely to hold the 
Government responsible for the acts of their 
Government agents may be fairly said to be one 
of the limitations to which the doctrine of 
responsibility will not apply. ·what have we 
seen lately? A Government agent got drunk, 
and all sorts of enormities have been committed. 
Are the Government responsible for the acts of 
that Government agent ? It is contrary to 
common sense to think so. This is the 
wny in which I look at it : If any farmers in 
Queensland will go and buy men frnm the people 
who steal them, and bring them here, they must 
take the consequences. This is not a case where 
there are mitigating circumstances which may 
be brought forward to relieve the pressure of 
great expense upon very fmv rnen. Here are 
four farmers - four fools, there is no mistake 
about that--

Mr. STEVB:NSON: They were Germans. 

Mr. BROOKES : Their n::tmes do not sound 
like it. 

Mr. STEVEJ'\S : Three Englishmen and one 
Gerrnan. 

Mr. BROOKES: All I have to say is this : 
they were farmers, and were not sugar-planters, 
so I must let the hon. member for Mackay 
off this time. Thev were farmers. I did not 
suppose that the virus had gone so deep as to 
reach farmers. Every cockatoo farmer will 
want to have his nigger, and that will be the 
style of agriculture carried on in S!.ueensla?d. 
That is a pretty picture for any r1smg art1st; 
but that is not all. These farmers must be 
devoid of common sense when they go and get 
these New Ireland savages; of all wild 8outh 
Sea Islanders they are the wildest ; they were 
so unaccustomed to all civilised usages that 
when a gun was fired they ran away into the 
buoh, and cost the Government no end of trouble 
in getting thern back again. If those four 
persons were such fools, I would make them 
take the consequences of their action. The 
selfishness of the sugar-planter is now coming 
down to the cockatoo farmer, and instead of 
goino- as he ought to have done, to the imrnigra· 
tion depot when a ship came in, and selecting his 
German, or Scotch, or Irish, or such other immi­
grant as come by the proper line of immigration 
ships, he tries to steal a march upon the colony­
to commit a frand upon the colony-and goes to 
the thief who has stolen men, and gets them 
cheap as he thinks. But, lo and behold ! as 
soon ~s he gets then1 down, he fires a gun in the 
neio·hbourhood, a.nd off those savag-es go. I dare~ 
sa/that those stark-naked savages went down in 
the Beenleigh coach with a tin medal hung by a 
piece of strin" round their necks-bnt perhaps 
they were too" wild to travel in such a civilised 
cmiveyance as the Beenleig·h coach. 

Mr. STEVENS : You are finding your facts 
as you go. 
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Mr. BROOKES : I am speaking on behalf of 
the taxpayers of Queensland. Those four foolish 
meu were trying to commit a fraud upon the 
colony to get their labour below the market 
price, and do an injustice to the men who 
were looking for work in the neighbourhood. 
To ask the taxpayers to pay them a sum of 
money for those men is monstrous ; and I 
consider the Premier perfectly right in using all 
the forms of the House to prevent the passage of 
this motion. The thing is so plain-these men 
were stolen to begin with ; the theft was so flag­
rant that the Government had to send them 
back. That is one feature of the case. Then 
the men were so utterly useless that they 
ran away, and I suppose it cost something 
to get them again. The people in the neigh­
bourhood were in terror lest those islanders 
should drop in upon them in the dark, and 
the whole neighbourhood was turned upside­
down. The whole thing had its origin in the 
avarice of four farmers, It was bad enough to see, 
as I htwe seen, twenty-five islanders travelling 
from Maryborough to Bundaberg with a string 
round their necks and labels, like prize sheep. I 
cannot find words to adequately express my sense 
of the crime that those four men committed 
against the spirit of the community in which 
they live. I call them thieves, for they are 
receivers of stolen goods, and as bad as 
the thieves ; and for the Government to allow 
this compensation is to simply draw upon 
themselves a number uf similar claims from other 
receivers of stolen goods. The thieves will be 
flourishing, and it will be a very good invest­
ment for people to ste11l men, and bring them 
here ; and then the persons who buy them, if 
they do not find them an} good, can get rid of 
them, and seil!l in a bill to the Government-and 
yet this is supposed to be a European and 
Christian colony, governed by British principles! 
I say all this with great pain, because I know 
that the gentleman who puts his name to the 
motion is actuated by motives "hich ca.nnot be 
called in question. I know him to be a gentle­
man who is sincerely of opinion that he is doing 
these people a good turn; but I would remind 
him that by this motion he is really justifying 
theft, and the receiving of stolen goods. I shall 
stand by the Premier through thick-and-thin in 
opposing the motion. 

Mr. STEVENSON said: It is nothing new 
to be treated to all kinds of exaggerations and 
random statements by the junior member for 
Xorth Brisbane on a matter of this kind-in fact, 
I believe he is a little mad on the subject~but 
I did not expect to hear the l'remier say that he 
would use every form of the House to oppose the 
motion. He might have let the matter go into 
conunittee in the regular Wfl,y. However, the 
Premier thought he had not a good case, or he 
would not h'we 'poken as he did. He told us 
thtLt the agreements were made while the men 
were not present, or that they did not understand 
those agreements even if tlwy were present. But 
that is not the fact, because the men put their 
mark to their agreements in the presence of the 
immigration officer; so that they must ha Ye been 
vresent. \Vhether they understood their agree­
ments or not is a matter of opinion. I believe 
they did; but I do not say that I am right. 
At any rate those men showed their intelligence 
very well, when it came to the question whether 
they should work or not. One said he would 
rather die than work~and in English too~ 
according to the Premier's own showing. It is 
not right for the junior member for North 
Brisbane to say that these farmers were to blame. 
They were not to blame, because these men were 
apptoverl of by the Government agent ~.the 
recoguised otlicer of the Government~and the 
immigration offJCers here witnessed the agree· 

ment. How then were the farmers to blame? They 
conformed with the Act, as far as I can see, in 
every ]Xtrticular, and there is nothing to show 
that they did not; so that the Premier need not 
talk about the fine speculation, and about per­
sons who find islander" breaking their agreements 
con1ing down on the Government for nwney, 
The Government agent and the immigration 
officers were to blame if the islanders entered 
into an agreement which they did not under­
stand. The farmers could not be expected 
to know the lang·uage of the men, or to 
know whether they understood the nature 
of their agreements or not ; but the Gov­
ernment officers should have known; so that 
if there was blame anywhere it attached to the 
Government officers, and the Premier need not 
try to make out that the farmers were to blame. 
The hon. gentleman is quite right in usinf! what 
forms he likes if he has a majority; but he might 
have shown enough courtesy to the hon. member 
for Logan, who is not a very great partisan in 
this House, to let the motion go through in the 
usual way, and be decided on its merits. 

question put, and the House divided:~ 
AYES, 15. 

Sir T. )Icilwraith, )Jessrs. Archer, Chnbb, Black, 
T Campbell, Donalcl:-;on, Stevens, Midgley, J. nampl>ell, 
Ferguson, Palmer, l~nekla.nd, .Steveuson, Bailey, and 
Kellett. 

Xm:s, 12. 
:Jiessrs. Rutledge, :\:1iles, Sheridan, Dutton, Dickson, 

Grittith, :Macfarlane, Fraser, Horwitz, Brookes, -White, 
and Isambert. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

The Honse went into Committee. 
Mr. STEVENS said, as one or two hon. mem­

bers now in the Chamber were not present on the 
last occasion on which the matter was brought 
forward, he would briefly state the facts of the 
case. There were some islanders brour.ht to the 
colony from New Ireland in one of the authorised 
labour ships; they were procured under the 
supervision of the Government agent ; they 
were landerr here and handed over to 
one of the employers mentioned, n.nd after­
wards divided amongst the others under the 
supervision of the Polynesian Immigration 
Agent. The usual certificate was signed. It 
had been stated that the men did not understand 
the nature of the agreement, as had heen said 
by the hon. the Premier that evening. But if the~· 
did not understand their agreement they had 
no rio·ht to have been handed over to the 
farme~s. Once the farmers received them in 
proper course from the Government, the Gov­
ernment became responsible as to whether they 
had been introduced into the colony properly 
or not. Nine of those islanders were 1 •ut on board 
a cutter and taken down to the Coomera, where 
they were landed on th.e bank of the river; .the 
cutter men being anxwus to catch the t1de, 
leaving them there without any white man 
being in charge. The islanders were peaceably 
disposerl ; did not appear to he frightened 
of anythinf(, and were perfectly good-tem­
pered. It happened that a person in the neigh­
bourhood fired a shot at a fowl, and as soon 
as the islanders heard the report of the gnn 
they jumped into the water and were not seen 
again for some clays. Afterwards they were found 
on the shores of Moreton Bay, where they had 
been cutting sugar-cane to save then1selves 
from starvation. They then went to Strad­
broke Island ; the police then got on their 
tracks ; they were followed from place 
to place, and eventually captured some­
where about Lvttnn, and handed over to the 
nfficerB of the department. They were kept in 
Brisbane for some time, and then taken down 
to Peel Island. The farmers who had engaged· 
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them came up to try and get them back from the 
Government, as they were willing to take them, 
stating that they had no doubt the,t with kind 
treatment they would soon settle down to work. 
An officer was sent down to the island with the 
farmers; a long " confab" took place with the 
islanders, which lasted about three-quarters of an 
hour, and the officer then told the farmers that 
the islanders did not understand the agreement, 
consequently there could be no engagements ; and 
that they preferred to go back to their homes. 
The farmers then gave the matter up, thinking 
that there was no earthly chance for them, and 
went home. They then, through their solicitor, 
requested the Government to give them com­
pensation, and a claim was made for a certain 
sum of money. Their application was refused, 
and they then asked him as member for the 
district to bring the matter before the House 
and try and obtain redress in that way, trust­
ing that the sense of fair play on the part 
of hon. members generally would enable them 
to obtain their rights. There could be no doubt 
that the Government were responsible for those 
islanders. If they thought the men had been 
improperly engaged they ought to have enforced 
the bond, which the Act enabled them to do; 
but instead of that they allowed those farmers 
to take them, and then they actually took them 
back from them and sent them back to their 
homes. The farmer$ in question had suffered 
serious loss, but the only claim they made was 
for the actual loss in co,qts--the £25 per head ; 
and he trusted that hon. members would see the 
fairness of their demand. He moved-

That an Address be presented to the Governor, 
praying that Hts Excellency will be pleased to cause to 
be placed upon the Supplementary Estimates !or 1884-85 
the sum of £325, to reimburse William Ross, John Bird, 
Jessie Bird, and D. Louis, for the loss sustained by them 
in consequence of the Government returning to Xew 
Ireland, before the expiration of their term of service, 
certain islanders under engagement to the said 
persons. 

The PREMIER said it was as well that hon. 
members and the country should understand 
what the motion meant, and what were the 
grounds upon which it was put. In the first 
place he should like to know whether the 
amount named was claimed from the Gov­
ernment by way of damages for sending to 
their homes men who had been kidnapped 
and brought to the colony against their will? 
That was an intelligible ground to take ; and he 
would like to know whether it was on that ground 
it was taken up-that the Government were 
wrong in sending back those men who had been 
kidnapped, and therefore t.hey ought to give 
compensation to the employers of those men 
-of those slaves? Some parts of the hon. 
gentleman's speech appeared to indicate that 
as the ground for claiming compensation­
that the Government had done wrong. If 
that was the ground any hon. members who 
chose to take up that position could do so. He 
had nothing to say to that, because the very 
statement of the proposition was its best answer. 
He dealt with the matter upon the opposite 
assumption-that the Government did right­
that finding men here who had been brought to 
the colony without the slightest notion of what 
they were being brought for-who were entirely 
ignorant of any engagement or contract of any 
kind whatever, but had been simply brought 
here, and handed over like cattle to those 
four farmers-the Government finding that, 
and also that these men, after wandering 
about Moreton Bay for weeks, a scandal 
to the colony, were at last captured-sent 
them back to their islands. He maintained 
that in doing so the Government did right, 
and if the Government were right, how could 
p,ny olll!hn for compens11tion cotne in? H l>llY 

claim for compens:'Ltion could come in it must be 
this: that those islanders having been brought 
here improperly, the Government were bound 
to repay the cost of their passage to Queens­
land. Let them understand what they were 
doing. That was the proposition that the 
hon. member in effect laid down-that in every 
case in which an islander had been brought here 
improperly, not the shipowner, who had got the 
money improperly, should bear the loss, but 
the Government of the colony should do so. 
That was the proposition ; there wa• no way of 
getting out of it. The shipowners who brought 
those men here were to pocket their £2ii apiece, 
and the people of Queensland were to pay that 
amount per head to the employers who bought 
the men. He denied that proposition entirely. 
There was another way in which it might be 
put, which was this : that the Government 
under whom the men were engaged connived at 
their being kidnapped and handed over to those 
four farmers without any knowledge whatever 
of the nature of their agreements. If it were 
put on that ground, then he should expect 
to see the members of the Government who 
were charged with such connivance votin(( for 
the motion. As a matter of fact, those men 
were not engaged. Their so-called engage­
ment to the four farmers referred to was made 
admittedly without the slightest knowledge on 
the part of the men that they were being 
engaged. The farmers knew that as well as 
anyone else; they were as much guilty of buy­
ing thoee men-of taking them as cattle-as the 
men who brought them to the colony were guilty 
of bringing them here improperly, and as the 
officers were in dealing with them in the way they 
did. He could only say that if any documents of 
the kind he had read last week ever came before 
him again, and they were signed by a Govern­
ment officer, he should certainly meet with 
instant dismissal. If the claim were put forward 
on the ground that the Government approved 
of the arrangements that had been made-that 
the Government approved of those men being 
sold and dealt with as cattle-then he admitted 
that the honour of the colony was bound. But 
he disputed that proposition; he denied that 
the Government of the colony ever connived at 
men being sold and bartered in that way. 
And yet the only claim rested upon that-that 
those men were engaged to the farmers, know­
ing nothing whatever of their engagements. 
The farmers knew that, and on that basis they 
asked compensation-that they were taking the 
men, who knew nothing of the terms on which 
they were engaged. 

Mr. STEVERS: No. 
The PREMIER said that was so. On the 

very face of the so-called agreement, it appeared 
that there was no interpreter present. 

Mr. STEVERS : At that time. 
The PREMIER said he repeated that that 

appeared in the very face of the document, and 
those farmers took the ·men on those terms, and 
now asked the colony to bear their loss. 

Mr. STEVENS : There was no interpreter 
present at that time. 

The PREMIER said the endorsement on the 
agreement by the Government Inspector wa.s 
that the boys "knew no English. The said 
transfer is approved by me on behalf of the 
Government. I had no interpreter." If that 
was not selling those men like cattle to the 
so-called proprietors, he did not know what 
was. Let them understand what the basis 
of the claim really was, and he would like 
to know which of the three bases he had sug­
gested was rested upon. \Vas it that the Govern­
ffi§nt were wrong in ~ending those men home 
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after they had been brought here unjustly; was 
it that the Government of the day approved of 
the action taken, and, therefore, the honour of 
the country was bound? Or, to put it as his hon. 
friend. the junior member for South Brisbane put 
it cynically the other night, that those islanders 
were warranted merchandise by the then Govern­
ment, and that the colony was bound to fulfil 
the warranty of the Government of the day. 
Let them understand what really was the ground. 
The present W>cS a case of thirteen islanders­
but he knew hundreds of other similar cases­
were they going now to lay down the principle 
that in the case of every man who had been kid­
napped and brought to Queensland, and engaged 
by employers knowing perfectly well that their 
servants did not understand the nature of the 
engagement the colony was to bear the loss of £25 
or £30 per head? \V as that to be the principle that 
was to be adopted? If they adopted that prin­
ciple in the present case, he could not see how 
they could ever do anything else in other cases. 
Were the Government to undertake to indem­
nify every employer in the colony for the loss 
of every man who had been kidnapped? 
\Vas that the principle that should be acted upon 
under the circumstances? He had told the hon. 
member both outside and insicle the House that 
the Government desired to deal fairly with those 
farmers, but they desired to deal with the whole 
of the cases together. The present was the case 
of thirteen men, and, :ts he had said, he knew of 
hundreds of cases of a similar character. He 
might as well say at once that what the 
Government proposed to do was this: To 
get full information in all those cases and to 
ascertain what men had been kidnapped, 
and restore them to their islands at the 
earliest possible opportunity. They proposed to 
inquire into the different cases of the employers 
of those men, and ascertain where they lutcl 
a just claim for compensation. He proposed to 
deal with them as Great Britain dealt with them 
when the abolition of slavery was decided upon ; 
but he objected to taking up two or three iwlated 
cases and laying them clown as precedents. Why, 
he should like to know, was that matter not 
brought forward earlier in the session? 

Mr. STEVEXS : Because you would not give 
redress. 

The PREMIER said he told the hon. gentleman 
again and again that the Government would not 
deal with one or two cases until they had an oppor. 
tunity of dealing with the whole matter, and when 
that was done they would take the present case 
into consideration with the numerous others that 
existed. He would not say anything as to 
how the hon. member had endeavoured to secure 
votes in support of his motion. He had no 
objection to his doing what he thought fitting 
and proper, but it would have been better if the 
matter had been confined to argument inside 
the House. He protested in his pbce in that 
House against a 1notion of such ilnportance being 
brought on in that manner,ina thin House, and at 
that time. Let the question beclealtwithasa whole. 
He would tell the Committee what they mtencled 
to do almost immediately. They proposed to 
appoint a commission to inquire closely into the 
numerousalleged cases of kidnapping which had 
recently been happening, and they proposed to 
return to their islands every man that had been 
kidnapped; that they were bound to do, for the 
honour of the country, and especially when they 
knew that so many men had been brought to the 
colony unlawfully and unfairly. Then, with 
the information so placed at their disposal, the 
Government proposed to deal with the whole 
matter, and would be prepared with that infor­
mation to propose to the House to give snch 
oompens:>tion liS might fairly be given to 

men who had suffered any loss, whether 
through the action of the Government officers 
or through any rea~rm for which they could 
not be held justly responsible. He thonght 
that was a fair proposition, but the Government 
did not propose to do anything more than that 
until they were absolutely compelled. He thought 
the hem. member might very fairly be content 
with that. If those four farmers had a fair 
ground for compensation amongst others, then 
the Government would be prepared to give them 
fair play; but he objected most distinctly to their 
being asked to commit themselves to the principle 
that they would indemnify employers who got 
men under the circumstances he had mentioned. 
He objected distinctly to dealing with the 
question with no more information in the 
hands of the Committee than that which they 
had before them on the motion brought forward 
by hon. the member. 

Mr. KELLET'r said he happened to have 
been away when the discussion was on before; 
but from what had been said by the Premier he 
understood that votes had been obtained in some 
unaccountable way, not altogether fair. He 
mif(ht say that no one had asked him for his 
vote, and no one had influenced him in any 
way whatsoever. He had read the debate 
which took place the other night on the subject, 
and he considered that the farmers were 
entitled to something. He believed that 
they engaged the islanders in a bona fide 
manner, and that they had suffered loss through 
the action of the officers of the Government. He 
was sure he had just as great an abhorrence as the 
Premier, or any other member of the Committee, 
of the abuses of the labour trade, and he was 
eorry the hon. gentleman had addressed the 
Committee as if he was the only one who acted 
or voted in a particular way. He (Mr. Kellett) 
had as great an objection to kidnapping 
as anyone had. He would do away with the 
whole system, and the sooner it went the 
better for all concerned. He believed the 
atrocities that had been perpetrated within the 
last month or two had opened their eyes. 
They knew before that there had been out· 
rages committed which were a disgrace to the 
colony ; but he did not believe anyone had any 
idea of the atrocities that really were perpetrated 
in the South Sea Island trade. A slave trade 
was only a mild term for it ; but that was not 
the question before them, and he believed firmly 
that it was through the action of the Govern­
ment officer in sanctioning those men being 
taken away from the farmers who had paid for 
them that a just claim arose. The Premier had 
said that he intended to go into the whole 
matter, and he (Mr. Kellett) hoped the result 
would be that the whole South Sea Island trade 
would be exterminated. They had been informed 
also that a commission was to be appointed to 
inquire and report upon the kidnapping cases 
that had occurred, and the amount of compensa­
tion justly due to the employers who were 
deprived of their men; and he could only say 
that he would be glad to support the Premier in 
any action he might take in that matter. It 
would be a good business to deal with 
the question of South Sea Island labour 
once and for all, and he, for one, would 
give his vote for its total abolition. He 
thought that the hon. member who brought 
in the motion might ver:.' fairly now-since he 
had Leen told that the whole matter would be 
taken in hand, and that the Ministry were quite 
prepared in that, and in all other cases where a 
grievance of the kind had arisen through the 
action of the Government agent, to fully indem­
nify all those who had suffered-accept the pro­
posal _of the Premier to d©al f11irly with the who!~ 
questiOn, 



1864 New Ireland Boys. [ASSEMBLY.] New Ireland Boys. 

Mr. STEVENS said the Premier had just 
stated that he told him inside and outside the 
House that he intended doing what 'he now said 
he proposed to do. He had spoken of it, but he 
had not by any means given such a full state­
ment as he had just made, or enough to 
make him (Mr. Stevens) think that there 
would be a fair chance of those men obtain­
ing redress. He had risen now, before 
other hon. members, as he had an idea of 
taking ad vantage of the Premier's proposition 
and thus save discussion. Before sitting down, 
however, he would like to say something in reply 
to the Premier. The hon. gentleman, although 
he did not censure him in very hard terms, still 
spoke of him as having tried to gain votes out­
side, inferring that it was not a correct thing to 
do. If he (Mr. Stevens) had the force of language 
possessed bythehon. member he need not attempt 
to gain any votes outside ; but if he had to pit 
himself against the hon. gentleman in a speech 
in the House he would have a very poor show. 
He considered that when a man took up a case­
and he considered he had taken up a case in the 
present instance-he was bound to take advan­
tage of fair means to carry that case, and a man 
could explain a matter to another in five minutes 
outside better than he could in a speech of half-an­
hour inside the House ; because he was able to hear 
his arguments and answer them. He was not 
ashamed of having explained the matter to hon. 
members outside, but that he asked any hon. 
member for his vote he absolutely denied. He 
explained the matter as fully as he could accord­
ing to his lights, but he challenged any hon. 
member to say that he had asked for his vote. 
There was a great point made of the farmers 
having engaged those men, knowing that they 
did not understand their agreements. All 
the farmers knew was that when they 
took the men from the Immigration Office 
there was no interpreter present ; but they 
fully believed that the men were engaged in the 
first instance properly, and that their agreement 
was explained to them by an interpreter. The 
Premier had also blamed him for bringing the 
matter forward so late in the evening, :tnd at the 
fag-end of the session As to his bringing it on 
at a late hour of the evening, if other hon. 
members had spoken less on the motions which 
had come on for discussion before his, the 
matter wonld have come on very much e>trlier. 
The reason why it had not been brought on 
earlier in the session was that those men had 
been trying for some months to obtain redress 
and compensation from the Government, and it 
was not nntil their application w:ts refused that 
they came to him and placed the matter in 
his hands. The very day after it was 
placed in his hands he put the notice of 
motion on the paper. He could not possibly 
have brought the matter on any sooner. He 
thought, after the explanation given by the 
Premier, those men would receive full compen­
sation. He was therefore inclined to accept the 
hon. gentleman's proposition ; the more so, 
because if he did not it would almost amount to 
admitting that those men had not a fair claim. 
He believed positively, in his own mind, that they 
had a fair claim, and would therefore get compen­
sation. With the permission of the Committee, 
he would withdraw the motion. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said he was 
not present last week when the hon. member 
broughtforwardhismotion. The hon. member had 
been charged with havingtouted for votes outside; 
but the allegation could not be very well founded 
when he did not even ask the assistance of the 
leader of the Opposition when the motion was 
brought forward. Upon reading the motion he 
would have opposed it ; but after the explanation 
that had been made by the Premier that night, 

that he intended to make an investigation 
into all those cases, and settle the responsibility 
upon the right shonlders, he believed himself 
that the hon. member would do well to with­
draw the motion at once, as he expressed his 
intention of doing now. He did not consider 
the Premier was quite right in adverting to the 
action of previons Governments in having con­
nived at a system of kidnapping, which he vir­
tually did. He did not think the hon. gentleman 
did right in that. 

The PREMIER : I said I declined to believe 
such a thing. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MoiLWHAITH: Yes; 
but the insinuation was plain throughont the 
hon. member's speech that those men had come 
here, somehow or other, by the connivance of the 
Government. Those men, he believed, came 
here under the Government over which he 
presided, and had he been in the hon. gentle­
man's place when the facts came Lefore him, 
he should have returned them to their 
islands, and he had actually given instructions 
that that should be done. He was glad the hon. 
gentleman had acknowledged the principle of 
the Government's responsibility in that matter. 
It was not only the IVIinisters who were in power 
at the time who were responsible. Those men 
might have been brought here improperly, and 
he believed they were, and they ought to take 
those matters into consideration, and make, what 
the Premier proposed now, ageneralinvestigation, 
and return every islander who had been kidnapped. 
If there were men in the colony brought here 
in that way-and the Premier said there were 
hundreds-by all means let there he the fulle.st 
investigation possible, and return every one of 
them. \Vith that they all agreed ; but he did not 
believe himself that the national conscience 
should be judged by examples of extreme punish­
ment in one particular case when the national feel­
ingmight be excited. They knew that twenty years 
ago there was a large amonnt of kidnapping 
done, from the investigations which were made 
then and the revelations made at those inves­
tigations. They ceased for some considerable 
time from the fact that the recruiting for the 
trade was in islands where the English language 
was spoken to some considerable extent, and 
where interpreters could be found, and where there 
were not the same occasions, nor were there from 
the demands of the trade the same temptations 
to kidnap as there had been lately. Labour 
got scarce in the colony, and the Government 
got lax in their supervision over the districts 
where those men ought to be allowed to recruit : 
that he believed had been the cause of the whole 
evil. Twenty years ago the vessels went clown 
to savage islands where the men could not speak 
the English language, and where no interpreters 
could be found to interpret between our language 
and theirs, and a great deal of kidnapping took 
place. That had been proved. It had been due 
to the places where recruiting was allowed to 
take place. Hecruiting had taken place recently 
from such islands as New Ireland and New 
Guinea, and that ought never to have been 
allowed, and the strictest restrictions should 
have been placed upon recruiting from such 
places. He believed the Government would 
take care that no recruiting took place there 
again. He knew very well that his Government 
took e\~ery precaution to prevent recruiting from 
there, and he was surprised to learn that those 
islanders ntme from New Ireland. But to his 
astonishment he found now tlmt islanders had 
been brought from New Guinea. It W>1s 11 fact 
that until the month of lVIay or June no islanders 
were recruited in New Guinea. 

'l'he PREMIETI: Yes; as late as December 
and January. That was on the little islands 
close to New Guinea. 
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The HoN. SIR T. MaiL WRAITH: If that 
was so, the hon. member had got informa­
tion since the House met. He (Sir T. 
Mcilwraith) took the most stringent precautions, 
as the correspondence he hr,d moved for would 
prove, that no recruiting shoulrl take place in 
New Guinea or the adjacent islands ; and he knew 
perfectly well that when the House met the hon. 
member was under the impression that no 
recruiting had taken place there. It was since 
then that the hon. member had got the infor­
mation. 

The PREMIER : No. 
The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH: Well, he 

himself was not present when the House opened ; 
but he had before given the House his impressions 
of what took place. The late Government set 
their faces against recruiting in New Guinea or 
any adjacent islands whenever they heard of the 
possibility of such a thing taking place; and up 
to the time they left office no men had come from 
any of those islands. The admission made by 
the hon. member in the Governor's Speech 
showed what actually took place. 'fhe paragraph 
was as follows :-

"I regret that recent events have unmistakablv dis­
closed the existence of grave abuses in connectiori with 
the Pacific :Island labour trade. Strlngent regulations 
ha Ye been made under my statutory authority with the 
object of preyenting the recurrence of these scandals, 
and some offenders have been brought to jn~tiee. :Jiy 
Government will continue to use the utmost vigilance 
in the supervision of the traffic rmd the enforcement of 
the law. I hope that the colony may thus e'lcape the 
stain which rnu~t inevitably have attached to its l'Cllll­
ta,tion if the abuses now discovered had been permitted 
to continue. rrhe recruiting of labourers from Xew 
Guinea, and from some islands in the l'acifie whose 
inhabitants were found to be physicnll.r so unfitted for 
plantation work that a lamentable mortality ensued. on 
their arrival in Queensland, has been absolute!\,. 
prohibited.'' • 

'fhe Hon. J. J\1:. Macrossan, in speaking on that, 
said:-

"I was not aware until I read this paragraph that any 
natives had been recruited from ~ew Guinea. 

"The PRJ~)IIER: X or ha\·e they. A shi}J started !ast 
week, or the week before, with the object of going to 
New Guinea. 

HThe Hon. J. M. ~L-tcRossA~: And you stopped it? 
"The Pu.BMIEH.: Yes. 
"'rhe l-Ion. J. :\f. ::\:1ACRO&'-A~: You did very right." 

So that according to that, the hon. gentleman 
himself knew when the first recruiting actually 
took place in New Guinea. He (Sir T. 
l\'Icllwraith) believed that the whole of the evils 
had resulted from the Government being lax in 
allowing recruiting to take place on that ground. 
He was sorry for it, because he believed the 
national character of Queensland had been un­
justly aspersed. He believed they had 
grovelled in the dust, and repented of sins 
that ha.d not been committed. He believed 
that grave atrocities had taken place by the fault 
of the nation or the Government-hP. did 
not say whether by the late or the present 
Government-allowing recruiting to take place 
on that ground. The great fault had been com­
mitted by the Government in allowing labour 
vessels to go to New Guinea and the adjacent 
islands ; and, as he had said, the late Govern­
ment took the utmost means to prevent recrnit­
ing of that kind. If recruiting had taken place 
since then the Government were responsible for 
it. It was a misfortune for the nation ; at the 
same time, he did not know why they ought to 
admit that such atrocities had been committed 
during the past twenty years, while the labour 
trade had been going on, as sePmecl to have been 
provecllate"ly. 'fhe proper r<~medy was to go a, 
great deal further than the Premier had gone. 
If he had carried out the principles that he had 
so often enunciated, with such a majority nt his 
back, he would have put his foot on the trade 

long ago. There was always some means of 
preventing atrocities-either to take the trade 
into the hands of the Government, or force it 
into the hands of the English Government, or 
stamp it out altogether. The other side of 
the House ha.d had opportunities to do that 
over and over again if they had followed out 
their principles; a.nd they would have been 
afforded help from the Opposition side to 
honestly put clown the trade and stop the thing 
fairly. They might have done better than they 
had done in accomplishing what he presumed to 
luwe been their object. He regretted that the 
action of the Government had had the effect of 
making the colony appear in the eyes of the 
world a great deal more iniquitous than he 
believed it actually wa,s. Crimes had been com­
mitted in the South Seas, but he believed they 
were due to the laxity of the Government and 
the laxity of the Gm·ernment supervision lately. 

The PREMIER said he did not think it 
necessary to go at any length into the rpwstion 
then, although he mig·ht say a good deal in 
answer to the hon. gentleman. He· did not know, 
until about the month of .Tune, that any recruit­
ing had taken place in New Guinea ; but 
from what they had heard during the last three 
or four weeks it was begun certainly earlier 
than June. The first time he heard anything 
about ves~elR visiting New Guinea was in .Tune, 
in 'l'ownsville, when he was informed that a 
vessel was going there. A_s soon as possible a notice 
was put in the Gazette absolutely prohibiting it. 
The h<m. gentleman was not in the colony ; hut 
it was notorious from statements in the puhlic 
Press early in the present year that vessels had 
been recruiting in the small islands on the co<tst 
of New Gninea. He waR not going to take 
much trouble to refute the hon. gentleman's 
argument about the present Government and 
recruiting inN ew Guinea. The hon. gentleman 
had referred several times to some correspon­
dence which was in existence showing 
that he prohibited recruiting there ; but 
there was no such correspondence to be found 
in the Colonial Secretary's Office, as he (the 
Premier) had said before. Since the hon. mem­
ber's motion was carried, on the motion of J\h. 
Archer-and even before that-a careful inquiry 
has been made; and no such correspondence could 
be found. The hon. gentleman said he caused a 
letter to be addressed to the Governor on the 
subject. The only thing that could be found 
bearing on the point at all while the hon. mem­
ber was in office, was a reference to it in a 
pamgraph in a despatch, dated 28th September, 
1883, which the hon. gentleman himself laid on 
the table of the Hom;e at the commencement 
of the last se,sion, in November last year. He 
would read the paragraph-

" Allusion is made by Lorcl Derby to a stn.tement in 
the Press, that one reason why Queensland desires the 
annexation of :Sew Guinea is the facility which would 
thereby be afforded for obtaining a large F:Hpply of 
coloured labour for the sugar plantations without going 
1Jeyond the limits of the colony. On behalf of the colony, 
I deny that we have ever been actuated by any such 
motive; nor was there the slightest ground for believing 
the statement. '!'he only attempt at an assertion of faet 
in favour of snch a position was that made by Lord 
I~earnington, in the House of Lords. that immediatelv 
the annexation had taken place, a labour ship w~ls 
<lespatciled from J.fackay to Xew Guinea in quest 
of labour. As a matter of fact, no ln hour vessels 
have as yet clcn,red from any port in this 
eolony for Xew Guinea; nor have any nntin"s of that 
island ever been introduced into Queensland. 'l'he 
inhabitants on the coast of Xew Gninea are agrieul­
turis1s themselves, with abundance of land to cultivate, 
and it is quite lil\ely that any improved sy·~:t.em of 
J.~uropean cnltinttion \rouhl gin~ employment to a large 
body of Kew Guinea native~ in their o"n1 ~~ountry; bnt 
there is no prol)ahility. nor was it ever eontemp1ated, 
that natives would be taken to the Australian coast." 
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That was the only utterance on the subject that 
could be found. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said h~ 
would repeat what he said the other niaht as to 
what the correspondence actually was~ There 
was a cablegram from Lord Derby to the 
Governor asking whether it was a fact that 
vessels were fitting out for recruitinrr natives in 
New Guinea. That was submitted"to him (Sir 
~- Mcllwraith) as Colonial Secretary by the 
f~overnor. He wrote clown the facts of the 
case--whether in thP shape of a letter which 
would be in the Colonial Secretary's' Office, 
or on the back of the telegram, he did not 
know-and sent it bttck to the GoYernor. 
I~nmediately on ~oing that he telegraphed to 
JVIackay, Townsvtlle, and 1\:Iaryborough, and 
other places from which vessels clettred, to find 
out the facts as to whether an v vessel had clettred 
for ~ ew Guinea or the adjttcent islancls. He got 
:~ephes to t~m;e telegran;s, n,nd all tho:-;e \\-'ere 
m the Colomal Secretn,ry s Office. Then he him­
self read the despatch which the Governor wrote 
to Earl Derby, giving the facts he had obtained. 
If the bun. gentleman meant to tell him that 
that despatch did not exist he told him wlmt 
was r:ot true, for ~1e (Sir T. Mci!wraith) had 
seen tt n,nd read tt. He would like to know 
from the hon. gentleman whether he had aekecl 
the Governor to produce that correspondence ? 

T.he PRE1~IER said he had not httd an oppor­
tumty of askmg the Governor to produce that 
corresponde;JCe. He only could say what he had 
dtscovered m the office. The hon. gentleman 
talked about instructions he had sent to different 
parts of the colony. \Vel!, he (the Premier) 
co?lcl not find any. The hon. gentleman also 
satd there was a telegram from Lord Derbv. 
There was a dPspatch from Lord Derby of the 
11th ,T uly, to wluch the de,;patch from which he 
(the Premier) h.acl read an extract, was "' reply. 
In that reply It was stated that "Allusion is 
made by Lord Derby to >t statement in the PreBs, 
that one reason why (lneensland de~ires the 
annexation of Kew Guinea is the facilitv which 
would thereby be afforrled for obtaining a laro-e 
su~ply o~ coloure~ labour for the sngar pla~t­
tatwns wtthout gomg beyond the limits of the 
colony." The allusion referred to was in Lord 
Derby's desp~tch of 11th .T uly, 18~3. As far as 
he (the Premwr) could recollect, a telegram was 
sent to Mackay abont that date, asking 
whet~er tt,nJ: vessel had cleared at that porct 
!or New (,-umea, and n, reply was received to 
It; but that was all the telegrams he could find 
on the subject. There were no teleo-rams to n,ny 
other place containing the instructions referrecl 
to by the hon. member as far as he had been nble 
to discover, but he would direct further search to 
be made, nnd if anything else were found he 
would produce it. 

The Ho:'il. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said if the 
hon. gentleman had admitted so much before 
he coulrl have put him on the track of getting· 
more. The Premier admitted now that there 
was a telegran1 in the office inquirinrr as to the 
truth '.'f the allegations in Lord Derby'is despatch. 
He (Str ~· Mcllwraith) made inquiries at other 
ports bestde :Ylackay. 

The PREMIER : There is no record of it. 

The Hox. Sm T. M:ciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gen.tleman n,dmittecl now that he (Sir T. 
Mcilwrmth) had made inquiries at ::Vlaclmy. 
The Premier said nothing about that before 
but stated that there was absolutely no corres: 
pondence. Kow they found there was, and if 
the hor •. gentleman would look up the memo­
randum he would find that the information he 
(Si~ T .. Mcllwraith) gaYe the Governor was 
wntten m a despatch by him to Eal'l Derby, 

The PREl\IIER said he could find no corres­
pondence in the Colonial Secretary's Office. 
Surely they all knew that copies of desptttches 
from the Colonial Secretary to the Governor 
were preserved in the office ! He (the Premier) 
was speaking from official records, but, tts he had 
said, he would endeavour to discover whether 
there was anything more on the subject. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
had now spoken three times on the subject, and 
he had never once mentioned that he, as 
Colonial Secretary, had written a despatch to the 
Governor. \Vhat he said was that on receipt 
of the cablegram from Lord Derby he made 
inquiries n,nd obtained certain information 
which he gave to the Governor, who wrote n, 
despatch embodying the views of the Govern­
ment; and the facts it contained proved con­
clusively that up to thttt time there had been no 
recruiting at I\ ew Guinen,. If there had been n,ny 
recruiting there since, the responsibility by with 
the present Government. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the Chn,irman 
leave the chttir. 

Question put and passed, and the House 
resumed. 

MARYBOROUGH AKD URAKGAN RAIL 
WAY BILL- COXSIDERATION IN 
CO:YIMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
COU:i'\CIL'S AC.IENDJVLEKTS. 

On the motion of Mr. FOXTON, the Speaker 
left the chair and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the ·whole to consider this 
Bill. 

Mr. FOXTON said that in order to save time, 
as it was late in the evening, he would move that 
the whole of the amendments of the Legislative 
Council be agreed to. He might mention that 
virtually they were only three. The first gave 
the Government power to purchase the wharf as 
well as the milway. The second enabled the 
Commis~ioner for Rttilways to lease a certttin 
portion of the Government land to the company 
on such terms as the Minister should think 
fit; n,nd the third was to enable the company 
to open their railway, as soon as it was con­
structed, as far as Pialba. Those were the only 
amendments that had been made ; they were all 
in the interests of the public, n,nd such as the 
promoters of the Bill were perfectly prepared to 
accept. 

Question put and passed. 

Mr. KELLETT asked if it was n, usual thing 
to include several clauses in one motion in that 
way'? 

Mr. FOXTON said he understood it was 
usual.. They had a precedent for it in the 
Minister for Lands moving that several amend­
ments m,;de by the Legislative Council in one 
clause should be agreed to. 

The PREMIER said it was extremely unusual, 
but not entirely unprecedented. 

On the motion of Mr. FOXTOK, the CHAIR­
MAN left the chair, and reported that the House 
had agreed to the Legisbtive Council's amend­
Inents. 

The report was n,dopted, and the Bill wn,s 
ordered to be returned tn the Legislative Council 
by message in the usual form. 

The House adjourned at thirty-one minutes 
past 11 o'clock. 




