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1792 AdJournment. [ASSEMBLY.] &tpply. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 10 Dccem1Jc1·, 1884. 

Formal :Motion.-Snp11Iy-rc~nmlltion of cmmnittce.
Adjonrnment. 

The SPEAKEE took the chair at half-past 
7 o'clock. 

FORi\IAL ::'YIOTIO::"r. 
The following for1nal uwtion wa,s agreed to :
B.v Mr. AllCHElt (in the absence of the Hon. 

Sir T. :\Ici!wraith)-
" That au address be 11resentcd to the Governor, pray

ing that IIi.s Excellency will b~~ pleased to cause to be 
laid upon the table of tlle House, copy of all corres
pondence bet,veen the Gm c1·mucut, His J~xcellcncy, 
a nU the Imr1erml Go' ernment. last J"l nr, on the subject 
of recrnitin,g- k::J.nakas in Xcw <;nine:.t and adjacent 
i~lam1s; nnd also all telegrams and letters on the same 
subject between tlte Colonial .SJm'ctar.r and the various 
pons. 

SUPPLY-RESLil\IPTION OF 
Cmll\HT'l'EK 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
SURER (Hon. J. R Dickson), the Speaker left 
the chair, aml the House resolved it.self into a 
Committee of the ~Whole to fmther con:;ider the 
Supply to be granted to Her Ma,jesty. 

The MINISTER FOE WORKS (Hon. W. 
J\Iiles), in moving that £7,590 be granted to 
defray the salaries of the office ;staff, Lines under 
Construction, Southern Divi;;ion, said tha,t there 
was an increase of £1,900 upon last year's esti
mate. Provision was made for eleven additional 
1uen, and the engineering drafts1nan had an 
incl;ease of £50. There were three additional 
draftsmen, one additional junior draftsman at 
£100 a year, another at £80, and two others at 
£il0. The vote was reduced by the sum of £"100, 
the allowance to the Deputy Chief Engineer, 
being discontinued. 

The HoN. ,T. i\I. MACROSSAN said he 
pointed out the other night the great expense 
that was incurred in connection with the 
engineering staff, as cmnpared with si1nilar 
staffs in the southern colonies- for in
stance, New South \Vales and South Australia. 
He was not going to find fault now ; he 
thought he ha,d said enough upon the previous 
occasion. He thought it was time that an alter
ation was made in the system of bringing down 
those Eotimates. The present system of bl'inging 
them in, partly as Loan Estimates and partly as 
llevetme, had the effect of leading even the hon. 
gentleman in charge of the department astray 
the other night. In answer to him (Hon. J. JYl. 
i\Jacrossan) the hon. g·entleman imagined that 
the whole cost of the staff was £1, !!24, and 
he sung it out in the most trium1Jhant manner, 
across the Chamber, forgetting that £7,590 was 
upon the Loan Estimates for the same pur
pose. There was no reason why the whole of 
the vote for the Eng·ineer's staff should not be 
taken out of Re1·enue, as was done in all the 
other colonies, and it should be done here. There 
might have been some reason fm it when the 
Engineer had charge of existing lines; but no\V 
that there was a distinction made between exist
ing lines and lines under construction, there was 
not the slightest reason for it. Therefore, he 
hoped that next year the Minister would place 
the whole of the vote in one item; whether 
under Loan or under Revenue he did not care. 
But it should be all in one item, so that there 
could Le no mistccke made by any member of 
the Committee. ]<;ven the hon. gentleman him
self had made a mistake in consequence of the 
present arrangement. 

The MI::"riSTER J<'OR WOllKS said he 
would point out that the estimate was brought 
down in the usual way. Of course provision had 
been_made for an additional number of men. 
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Ho\Yever, he would take note of what the hon. 
member hltd en,id, ltncl before the Estimates were 
brought down a,g:ctin ho would endeavour to alter 
them in that wn,y. 

l\Ir. ARCHEJt said the hon. member for 
'Townsville had simply pointed out that the 
S\linister for \Vorks the other evening took credit 
to h1n1:-;elf for having done Htnnething very rnueh 
cheaper than the other colonie". It was of couHe 
fm·the Colonial Treasurer to say wlmt was the best 
w"y of keeping the accounts; but he (::\Ir. Archei') 
thought it would be much better to keep them in 
o:ae form iru;tead of dividing thern, and paying 
sabnes ]Xtrt from General He venue and part from 
Loan. The hon. gentleman might "nswer that he 
(Mr. Archer) did not do so when he was in office; 
but that w<cs prob,chly a mistake on his (lYir. 
Archer's) part. \Nhat he said now was that in 
the future they ought to be able to see at a glance 
what \Vns the cost of adtniniHterin~ everything. 
It was for the Treasurer to show that as clearly 
as l">ssible; and to say whether it would not be 
better, by making them more intelligible, to 
enable them to see at a glance the expense of 
carrying on the departments. 

The COLONIAL TREASUEER said he, to 
a certain extent, agreed with the rmrmrks of the 
hon. gentleman. Undoubtedly it would be better 
if the salaries of the various officers could be 
sh<;wn in one lump sum; hut he had hesitated 
~o mte:fere with the Railway votes on account of 
rt havrng buen a long.continued lJractice to 
charge a portion of the salaries to the Loan 
vote . because of the officers being engaged in 
certam work,; of construction. He thought they 
cm~ld l;arc~ly deal with the mlary of ttie 
Cluef Engrneer without taking a 1nuch n1nre 
extenderl view of the snhject. There were 
several itmn~ charged to Loan in connection 
with ru.ihvays, which rnight be charge(l to 
ltevenue; and, therefore, if they had to make a 
departnre in the case of the Chief EniTineer he 
shonld be inclined to make a thorough departure 
!n the m<:tter of rolling-stock, and several other 
rten1;; wlnch at pre~ent were conYeniently charg-ed 
to Lmtn for the purpose of relieving the revenue. 
He trusted the revenne would so improve that 
that change might be nmde ; but he lmd 
he.<itated to make a partial change if he 
could not do it thoroughly, and he W:LS 

not disposed to give a prmnise in the 
matter until he had gic en the subject further 
consideration. On the brmcd princijile, howevPr, 
that all the salarie.s ought to be seen by hon. 
rnernber~ in one surn he quite concurred, and he 
thonght the schedule would as;;ist in that object. 
He trusted they would be able to make the 
change; but further consideration of the Raihv11y 
Department would be required before doing so. 

The Hox. J. M. ::YIACROSBA:N said the 
matter was open for discussion whether the votes 
should he under Hevenue or under Loan. He 
thought that logic<tlly they should be under 
Loan. l<'or instance, they took each branch line 
sep<trate. 'There was the South Brisbane, the 
Logt•n, the Brisbane V alley, the Jiassifern, an cl 
the Warwick to Killamey lines. I~ach of those 
was nnclel' Loan, beca.us8 they were constructed 
out of Loan, and all the offi'cers were workino· 
on the Loan ~E,timates. But their superiors~ 
such as the Chief Engineer, ·were nlso working 
on the Loan 11~stitnates ; and there was no rea:o;on 
w.hy. the officers in charge of any particular 
du;triCt should be paid from Lonn more than 
the Chief Enginenr, more especially, as he 
(Hon. ,J. M. i\hcrossan) had pointed out before, 
a:c, the n1aintenunce of the exi::-;ting·line . .:; had been 
t<tkeu from under that officer. He used to spend 
a large runount of time on the existin~ line~; lmt 
now a separate department for that had been 
established. Therefore, there was no lon"er any 
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necessity for the Chief Engineer to he p<titl one 
penny from the revenue unless other officers 
were paid from Hevcnue. He thought it would 
be better if they charged the whole votes to Loan 
for the construction of rail ways, each rail way 
bearing its shetre proportionately the same as 
e:<ch rail way bore its share proportionately for 
rolling·-stock. 

The COLOl\IAL THF~ASURER M:tid, ac
conling to the arguruent of the hon. gentlenutn, 
the salary of the Engineer for Harbours and 
Hi vers ought to be paid out of Loan. He did not 
(1uito agree with the hon. 1nen1ber when he said 
he should like to see all the salaries paid out of 
Loan. He trusted that the revenue would be
come sufficient to pay salaries, and that the loan 
would bo legitimately applied to construction. 
HoweYer, before the next Estimates were pre
pared he would consult with the JYiinister for 
\V orks and see whether each salary could not be 
put in one snrn. ~ 

J\11'. ARCIU<;R said he did not think it 
mattered very much whether the salaries were 
Jx•id out of Loan or out of Revenue as long as 
they were shown in one sum, and hon. members 
could see exactly what was spent. He quite 
agreed that everything that was spent out of Lo<cn 
should be charged to Loan. The expenditure on 
Harbours and Rivers was chiefly out of Loan; 
and therefore, why should not the salaries 
be charged to that account? He could not 
understand why, if a thing was paid for out of 
Loan, it should not be charged to it. They paid 
a certain sum of money for Harbours and Rivers 
out of Loan, and yet the salaries were p<tid out of 
ltevenue. It was very remarkable, and he did 
not see why it should be done. The chief thing 
was to prevent Inistakes, snch, for in:3tance, as 
the i\Iinister for \Vorks falling into an error 
in supposing he was doing- a thing cheaply 
when that wtts not so. They ought to see 
in one page what was the actual expenditure. 
That rea.lly was for the benefit of the House 
~nd the cou~try. At present they were pay
mg the salanes for Harbours and Ri\·ers in the 
South from lcevenue. \Vlw should salaries on the 
Northern and Central h;trbours and rivers be 
]mid from I,oan? Surely anyone could see that 
there ought to be one method of doing it, am! 
that the expenditure ought not to be divided in 
that way? 

'The Hox. J. M. M.\CROSSAN said that of 
course he did not want to dictate to the Minister 
for \Vorks how the salaries should be paid; 
but he would just point to one inconsistency. 
'They had ah'e"dy voted J:3ii0 for the Assistant 
Engineer of Harbours and Hivers at JYiackay. 
Last night they had voted the Assistant Engineer 
for Harbours and Hi vel's, Townsville, £350 from 
Loan. \V as there any logical necessity for one 
being paid from Loan and the other from Revenue? 
'They both should be paid from the same vote; 
they were doing the same work, and the money 
which paid then1 can1e frmn the smnc t)Ourcc. 

Mr. P ALi\IE lt said he shoul<l like information 
a,, to the n1anner in which the percentage of 
receipts was arrived at in the returns of the 
Commissioner for Itailways. Did the replacing 
of mil.o and the repairing of bridges come out of 
l{evenue or out of Loanl<'und? If a depreciation 
account were not kept up the returns were 
altogether rnislen,ding, and they were not getting 
the receipts that really belonged to them. He 
knew there was a maintenance vote. Did that 
proddP for rc.:placing rails, repairing bridges, and 
ultin1ate 'vear and tear? 

The :YII:NTSTER FOR WORKS said nothing 
wa:s paid frmn Lonn but the cost of construction. 
"\]] the nminteuance of the lines w:1s voted by 
the House, and paid out of lteYenue. Now that 
the existing lines open for traffic htLd been taken 
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out of the Chief Engineer's control, :1nd he had 
nothing :1t :11! to do with :1ny works except those 
paid out of Lu:1n, his Rabry ought to come out of 
Loan :1ltogethel'. 

The Hox . • T. M. MACHOSSAN said he would 
point out that the Xorthern Engineer received the 
smne remunemtion :1s the Engineer-in-Chief-~ 
£DOO s:1lary, and £500 allowmlCe; but in adrliti<Jn 
to that he had another £10,1, which appeared, he 
thought, in a little foot-note in the Blue Book; he 
did not know if it appeared in the Estim:1tes. 
He thought very few members were aware th:1t 
that officer received more than the Engineer-in
Chief of the colony. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving 
th:1t a sum of £1,150 be granted for the Logan 
Br:1nch, construction staff, said there was an 
additional clerk and draftsrnan and one inspector. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR WOllKS, in moving 
that a sum of £1,250 be granted for the Brisbane 
V alley Branch, said there was only one increase 
in the vote. 

Mr. AHCHER said thn,t, after the revelations 
made by the hon. member for To·NnsviUe the 
other night, he should like to know whether the 
Secretary for Works had taken the trouble to 
inquire into the manner in which that line had 
been constructed, or whether he was perfectly 
satisfied aml meant to pass it over. Did 
the hon. member intend really to inquire 
thoroughly into the matter, n,nd see whether 
the line 'had been really a muddle, as was 
alleged? He hoped the hon. member would 
make an inquiry so as to be n,ble to give 
information to the House, if not this session, at 
least as soon as they Inet again. 

The MINISTER FOR ·woRKS said he 
could assure the hon. member he was not going 
to pass it over. He should feel very much sur
prised indeed if Mr. Stanley could not :1C<!uit 
himself of the charge which had been brought 
against him. He hoped at all events that the 
Chief Engineer would be able to give a very good 
account of himself. He did not take all for 
gospel that the hon. member for Townsville said. 

Mr. ARCHER: That is a complimeJit we 
can return. 

The :MDHSTER l<'OH WORKS said the 
matter would certainly be inquired into. 

The HoN. J. M. l'IIACHOSS.AN sn,id it did 
not require an engineer to satisfy himself aK to the 
correctness of the statements he had made about 
the Brisbane Valley branch. Even if the hon. 
member did not understand anything about 
engineering, he could go on the line awl see for 
himself that the cutting had been widened. He 
would see the track of the old road ~because 
they crmld not shift a railway without leaving :1 
track behind it- provided he went before 
the rains ohlitemted it. He could take a 
tape-line and measure the width of the 
banks, which he would find in many cases 
to be fifteen feet, where the original pbn 
showed them thirteen feet. He could see the 
rotten ballast which had been tak<·'n out, lying 
alongside the line in mn,ny places, and in other 
places put into the bank. He could see :tll that 
without ha,ving a Hing-le engineer with hin1. He 
conld sec the bridge he (Hull. J. i\f. :i\bcroscmn) 
htLd spoken of with the four oponings tilled in
at 18 miles SO!JW c]Jains. \V hen the hon. member 
had seen ttll that, then he conld ha.-e the line 
surveyed. He had not the slightest doubt thc,t 
the engjneer wonld aLte1nvt to give some expln~ 
nntion, :1nd whatuvm· that explanation rnjght be, 
he hopecl the hon. member would give it to the 
House. 

:VIr. AilCHEE said that the hon. the Minister 
for \Y orks might spend the next Saturday in 
looking over the line instead of going home. 
Of course a :l\Iinister was supposed to work 
mther with his head than with his hands, 
but :1 l\1ini;;ter's eyes might he of some use. 
He had enough confidence in the .Minister for 
\Vorks to know that if he saw what had been 
pointed out by the hon. member for Townsville 
he would not disguise it. If the hon. member 
looked he could see that the track hn,d been 
widened; he could see the old line of railway; 
be could take a tape-line and measure the banks; 
anll he could see the original tender and speci
fications. If he would do all that before the 
track wa' obliterated, he would be able to form 
n,n independent opinion on the matter; and it 
w~LS not too mnch to ask the hon. gentleman to 
spend next Saturclay in that work instead of 
going homo to spend his Sunday. The hon. 
gentleman would then be in a position to check 
any explanations tlmt might be offered. 

The MINISTEH FOR WORKS said he 
hoped hon. members would not ask him to 
express any opinion on the subject, and he 
thoug·ht it rather an impertinence on the part 
of the hon. member for Blackall to dictate to 
him as to whether he should go to his home or 
not. The hon. member told him to examine 
the work on Sunday. He would not do it. It 
\Vas not a 'vork of nece::;sity. 

Mr. AHCH"Elt: It is a work of necessity. 

The MI:i'\ISTER FOR WORKS: I do not 
intend to examine it on Sunday. 

Mr. AHCHER : I never f'::tid you should go 
on Sunday. 

The MIKISTER J<'OR WORKS : Y on did. 
Mr. AHCHER: I did not. 

The MIKIS'l'ER FOR WORKS: Then he 
apologised. He would point out thn,t the 
members of the bte Government spent half 
their time in the wnthern colonies, while there 
was no one \Yho stuck n1ore closely to \Vork than 
he clid. Hon. members might rest assured that 
no long time would elapse before he inquired 
into the 1natter. The rruestion wa,s a serious one 
for the Chief Engineer, and he hoped hon. mem
bers would not ask him to express an opinion 
upon it before he was in a position to do so. 

1\Ir. ARCHER sn,id a person who would 
l'ervert Satmday into Sunday was capable of 
anything. The day he mentioned was Saturday, 
not Sunday, and he spoke loud enough for anyone 
to hear him. J~ven n,fter the hon. member's 
friends told him he wn,s mttking a mistn,ke, he 
persisted in it. It showed an exceedingly dense 
nature. He would again ach-ise the hon. gentle
nmn to inspect the line next Sn,turd>ty, and if he 
did not he would be simply neglecting his work 
-neglecting the work which he was paid for 
doing-. Indeed, he hardly believed the hon. 
gentleman was very capable of doing it, for they 
httd never been able to get an answer from him 
which lmd much in it. He believed the hon. 
gentleman pen;ie;tently neglectecl his work, :1nd 
if he persisted in perverting statements made on 
that side he would find it would not help him in 
gettin~ his Ebtim:t.te.::; through. He repeated that 
if the hon. ~-entleman was true to his duty, after 
the chnrge that had been made againet the Chief 
}:ng·inecr, he won]d at once Nee ·whether that 
cho.rgo harl any fouwlati<m or not. If he clid not, 
he would l1o neglecting the plain rlnty laid before 
him. 

The MINISTER :FOR \YOilKS said the 
hon. mc1uber wont horlle in n, 'ery bacl tmnper 
last ni~·ht, awl had hrou;.d1t it Lack with him tu 
the Honoe. He always thought the hon. mem
ber was an even-tempered 111:111, and was sorry to 
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finrl that he had on that occasion lost his temper. 
He h~td misunderstood the hon. member aml 
apologised for it. 

:\[r. AHClU;l't said it was no use the hon. 
mmnl1or talking rubbish in that way, bet·.mse 
after his own friendK had told hin1 he was 1naking 
a misbke h'! per.;i,tt:cl in it. 

The MIXISTER :FOR WOllKS : I told y·ou 
I had misunderstood yon. 

Mr. ARCHER: The hon. member persbtecl 
in saying tha .. t I said "SuncL\y," wherca::; I s::dd 
"Saturday." 

'l'he PEK\liER: He has apologised for the 
n1istake. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have said 
I mi:mmlm·stood you. \Vhat ;nore do you want? 

Mr. ARCHER : I never intended to imply 
that the hon. gentlenum would willingly pervert 
what I scti<1; bnt, h:tving once tnade the 1nistake, 
it .,eemed as if he intended to stick to it. 

1\lr. BLACK said he hoped that little episode 
between the two honoumble and venerable mem
bers would not have the effect of dragginrx a 
red herring across the tmil. They were at 
present engaged on the J1~sti1nrttes, an<l he w~ts 
afraid those an1using little interludes wel'e 
apt to leccd the Committee to pass a vote of 
that sort without mature deliberation, and 
without that di8cn,sion to which it \Ya.s entitled. 
K ow, as fttr ns he could 1nake ont, the rtnestion 
that was raised, and which led to the little epi
f'nde, was :t reference by the hon. 1ne1nber for 
To\VHR\ ille to the very lax \va.y-tn use a Vtjl'Y 

mild term-in which the Brisbane Valley Branch 
lm<l been constructed. The .I>Iinh;tor for \Vorks 
got up, and as fnr as he (:\Ir. Black) could judge 
wishcrl to defend :i\[r. St~tnlcy, the engineer at 
the time the constn10tion of the railway wm< carried 
nut. It was only right that the '3Iini8ter fc.r 
\Vorks slwnld defend any man in his depart
ment from the remrtrks made by the hon. mem
ber for Towns.-ille ; but at the same time he 
must say that the hou. me1Hber for Townsville 
had mridc his statement in a straightforward 
way. And he had every reason to bclie1·e 
that what the bon. member for Townsville 
had said had been corrobornted in a very 
strong manner by opinions he had heard cx
pre";e<l not only in the House, hut outside 
the }funse; aud that there vqtB smnething 
Yerv tmc in it. As far as he could ascmtain, the 
coustmction of that railway-no matter who was 
responsible for it-was simply a di.,grace to the 
colony; and he thought it was a matter that all 
lllPmhers of the Committee should take into 
cnmi<leration at a time like the present, when 
they were voting large sums of money for the 
construction of rail ways in all directions. They 
should have a rlepartment competent to see 
that those works were s1.tisfa.ctorily carried 
out. He was very much rtfraicl tlutt the 
Brisbane V<ellcy Branch lm<l not been canied 
out in a s::::Ltisf:tctor:v Jnn.nner, and that it:; 
cost c,f constrnction was very likely to be very 
n1uch in excess of \vha.t it nJight hn.ve been. In 
connection not only with this '''tc, lmt of other 
votes, :1nd in connection also with other depart
ments, he wbhed to point out one simple fact 
-namely, that the estimates for the Railway 
Depactment of the colony were £100,000 in 
excess of what they were la,t Y"""· He wished 
n,l:.;o to point out to the Coloni:d '1\easnrer, 
who wn.,s looking 0 1-er the _E~tilnntcs, that hi.c.; 
e-stilnatc of revenno frmn the ra.il\',UtV~ of the 
colony for the twelve month", that he' had laid 
before the Committee, weru falling nit very 
serimmly. So far ~l.s lw conlLl Ht<tkl' ont, the 
revenue for tlw nearly ;-.;ix nwnthr:; \Vhich had 
:tlrc~trly expired, from l st .Tune up to the prer:ent 
time, showed a decrcrtse of no lc~s than £30,000 

under the estimate that the Colonbl Treasurer 
had laid before the Committee. Now, unless 
there \V<lS g-oing to be smne increase in the 
rnilway reYenuc for the twelYe months, there 
1nmlcl be tt deficiency in the l{;,iJway Depart
ment alone of £GO 000 on the year. If hon. 
"entlemen looked at the whole of the Estimates 
tlwv would find that all the Colonial Tre.csurer 
hacf to cmne and go upon, in estin1ated. revenue 
over expenditure for all departments, was only 
.£<14,000. If the Railway Department alone was 
noinO' to show a falling-off of £GOlOOO on 
the "twelve months, he was justilied in 
anticipating that there \vas going to be 
a verv serious decrercse ; because there had 
alread}· been a falling-off of £30,000 from the 
hon. gentleman's }~stimates. He could only say 
tlmt the whole £44,000 would not only be ab
sorbed, but that there would be a very consider
able decrea"c in the revenue over the whole 
twelve months. His object in making those re
marks was to point out the absolute necessity of 
economy, not only in the lbilway Dep~rtment, 
but in all the other departments; otherwme when 
the House met ag-ain he was afraid that the 
Colonial Treasurer would have to show a very 
confiiclerable deficiencv in the revenue of the 
C•Jlony, instead of the very nnall anticipated 
increase of £H,OOO which he lmd led the colony 
to belieYe he would get. 

The J\UXISTEE JWR WORKS said he 
really conld not see what tbat had to do with 
tLe Bri"bane Valley Bailway. He pro.mised 
the hon. gentleman that he would Without 
delay make inquiry into the matter, but he 
wonld rather not giYc any deci~;ion until he had 
satisfied himself an cl had seen the Chief Engineer. 
He would, howew.r, take the liberty to point 
out that the grmtter portion of that line had 
been constructed under the supervision of J\Ir. 
Thorneloe Smith. But it llid not matter under 
whom it had been con~;trvcted ; he would very 
willingly t;tke the advice of the hon. member, 
and inquire into the matter and find out the 
facts. 

The HoN. J. M. J\fACROSSAN said it was 
very true what the hon. gentlemm1 had pointed 
out, that J\Ir. Smith had been engineer during 
part of the construction of the line. It had been 
begun by J\Ir. Stanlev, cnrried on by J\Ir. Smith, 
aJH! fini~hed by Mr. "cibnlcy. But the original 
design of the milway was due to ::VIr. Strwloy; 
and it harl been alkred by 1\Tr. Stanley, and not by 
:C\lr. Smith, ~tnd altered also since the line had 
been taken out of the hands of the contractor. 
He was not sure how far the responsibility of Mr. 
Smith went, but it could not be far. He woulrl 
like to know why they were asked for a full year's 
.-ute for tlmt line. They were asked for £1,250 
-e1·on more than last year-when the line was 
no longer under construction, and hacl not been 
for several months, It w:ts usually the crtse when 
a ~ix rnonth~' \oto only \Va,s ~·equlred that a .six 
Hllllltlu:;' vote "\vas askecl for, bnt hero the whole 
yE.-ar':-- vote was a',.;keU for. He would like also 
an answer as to how it ww; that the A,;sistant 
E11!l:ineer of that line hrt<l £100 more than the 
Assistant Engineer of the Logan Branch j m,t 
pa~sed? 

The MIJ'\ISTER FOE WORKS said there 
wa.s a contract for the ~econd section of the line, 
an,] of course the proposed staff of officers would 
be re·1uired. It was an inspector of works for 
whom the incrcaRe was put dmYn. The Assi,tant 
Eng·ineor had thr> f.::une saJary rts provimll.,ly. 
The two in,pectors had an increase of £:25 each. 

The HoN. ,T. ::\I. J\L\CROSS \if said he was 
not findi11g ft1..11lt with the increase to the juspce
tor.';, They oug·ltt to lll~ very \rtJl paid. They 
JJad l'l'NlHllU.:ilJlc tluties to perforrr1, and were R:lnw
timcs place< I in r1 position of temptation. They 
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ought to b0 paid at such a rate as would place 
thun above temptation. He had asked why the 
Assistant Engineer of that branch had £50 a year 
more salary, and £50 more allowance, than the 
As;;iotant Engineer of the branch jm;t passed-
the Log2,n Branch? He hoped the hon. gentle
man understood him. Did it come through length 
of service? 

The iviiNISTER FOR ·woRKS said he was 
informed that the Assistant Engineer of the 
South Brisbane Branch lmd been a long time in 
the service, and had much more expe,riencc than 
the Assistant Engineer for the Logan Branch, 
who had only recently come into the service. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSA:'> asked what 
was the name of the Engineer on th() Logan 
Branch? 

The 1\U~ISTER FOR WORKS: The name 
of the Assistant Engineer of the Logan Branch 
is Mr. Haff. 

The HoN. ,J. M. MACROSSAN said he knew 
the Chief Engineer must have told the hon. 
gentlen1an that the As~istant Engineer of the 
Brisbane V a-lley Branch had been a lone; time 
in the service, or he would not lmve said so. 
He (Hon. J. lVI. Macrossan) knew how long he 
had been in the service, and could say he had 
not been a long time in the sen·ice. He had 
been only two years in the service ; and the 
Brisbane V alley Branch was the first line he was 
put in charge of. It was by him he was appointed, 
while he was in office. As to what his experience 
outside the service might be he could not say, 
but the experience he had had in the service could 
not be n1uch. However, he 'Wa':l not going to 
quarrel about the salary, and he only asked why 
his salary was greater than that of the Assistant 
Engineer of the Logan Branch. 

Mr. WHITE said that in his opinion they had 
a wrong school of engineers. He found that in 
these construction lines the inspectors were per
haps vigilant and doing their duty, and when 
they saw a defect in a bridge or any other part 
of the work they would point it out to the 
engineers ; and they exhibited evidently an 
indecision, and would not make a stop at it 
and insist upon the defect being remecliecl, but 
would""'t~.llow the work to go on until it wa8 
finished. If they were not corrupt, they were 
following a system which corrupt men woultl 
follow. Thev were evidently all in the one 
ochool. They allowed a defect to go on till 
the last, and then, if they were not favour
able to the contrac~ors, they could put their 
foot down on the <hfferent defects, and per
haps ruin the contractors. He thought they 
ought to have some other system introduced in 
the construction, and alter the system of engineers 
altogether. An engineer should do his duty, 
and when a defect was found see to it at onCt) : 
stop the work and have it remedied there and 
then, and then there would be no after cost on 
the contractors. 

Mr. JI.IACDO:NALD-PATERSON asked if 
the :Minister for ·works would intimate to the 
Committee the name of the Assistant Engineer 
of the Brisbane Valley Branch, who had been 
so long in the service. He wished to learn his 
name, and also how long- he had been in the 
service at:; a8:3i~tant engineer? 

The l\IINISTEH l<'OH WORKS said he had 
Ho" sctid tha.t that gentleman w'" the longest in 
the service. He said he had been longer in the 
service than the Eng-ineer of the Logan Branch. 
His name was ::\Ir. Gibbins. 

Mr. MACDO~ALD-PATETISOl\ said the 
Minister for \Vorks said he had been a long 
time in the service. Those were the hon. gentle
man's words without variation. He had £400 
a yectr; and he wished now to know how lung he 
had been in the service as an assistant engineer. 

The MINISTER FOTI WOHKS said he stated 
that he had been longer in the service than the 
Engineer on the Logan Branch. Of course he 
knew there were engineers who had been 1nuch 
longer in the ~ervice. 

The Hox. J. l\I. MACROSSAN: l\Ir. 
Gibbins has been in the service since 1st 
Octo her, 1882. 

1\Ir. l\IACDONALD-PATEHSON said that 
circumstances had prevented his being at his 
post at half·pa-;t 7 o'clock that evening, and he 
had intended to say something with regard to 
that matter. He wished to get some further infor
mation about the engineering stnff, and he did not 
think they had got sufficient from the Minister for 
\Vorks. The hon. gentleman left the Committee 
to obtain certain information, and after leaving 
the Engineer-in-Chief, and coming back to the 
House, he said, "I am infonned so-and-so." 
That was not a position which the Secretary of 
\Vorks should occupy in regard to that service. 
The hon. g·entleman had had previous ex
perience of the department, extending over 
some tin1e, and was a crucial critic in regard 
to it when he was in opposition ; and he 
oug-ht to be able to give the House his opinion of 
almost every officer in the service, especially 
those who were only three removes from the 
:Eng-ineer-in-Chief himself. He (Mr.l\Iacdonald
Paterson) had not been in the House when 
" certain part of the Estimates-in-Chief were 
]HlS'ed, and he \\"aS very sorry for it, because 
he wished to ad vert to it, and he hoped 
the Committee would not object to the few 
observations he had to make in regard there· 
to. First of all he wonltl ,;ay that he was g-reatly 
oblig-ed personally to the hon. member for Towns
vill0, :\fr. l\lacrossan, for pointing out the distribu
tion of the engineering po,ver all over the colony, 
in his speech the other evening. He had not quite 
made up his mind that it was desirable to have 
one engineer for the whole colony ; bnt he had 
no rloubt that by the next session he would have 
his mind made up on that point. 'The seed 
which the hon. member had sown would sink 
into the minds of the hon. members on both 
sides of the Committee, and he had done good 
service both for the House and for the colony. 
·what he wished first to call the attention of 
the Committee to, was that they had a service 
which was really an underpaid service, so far as 
the" mz,n who bore the heat and burden of the 
day were concerned. Let them look at the 
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Stanley. His emolu
ments amounted to £1,400 a year, and he 
saw he was down for lns. per diem when 
travelling on maintenance duty. He took that 
to be a clerical error, because he thought 
}fr. Stanley should have 2ls. a day while 
travelling on the business of his department; 
a,nd they were informed the other nig-ht that Mr. 
Stanley had nothing to do with the Maintenance 
Department. 

The CHATH.MAN: I must call the attention 
of the hon. gentleman to the fact that he is now 
di.scu.s::;ing a vote which ha,s been passed and 
clone with. l\fy attention was calleJ to this sort 
of thing the other day. If it i,, the wish of the 
Committee that the hon. gentleman should deal 
with the question, I am of course entirely in 
their hm1ds, and I just draw the attention of 
the ban. member to the fact. 

l\Ir. 1\IACDONA.LD-PA'rJ<:RSOK said he 
had asked the permi,;sion of the Committee, and 
there was no dissent. He could achieve his 
object in another way, and he would be glad to 
do so if the Committee thought it nece~sary. 

The HoN. J. l\I. MACROSSAX said the 
hun. member ought to be t~llowccl to speak~he 
hac! stated that he could not have been here 
before. He (Hon. J. lVI. Macrossan) had intended 
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to be present when the House met, and he had 
believed that it would meet at 7 o'clock; but 
through delay in the tmins he could n<Jt be 
present earlier than he was, and it was twenty
ti ve minutes to 8 before he entered the House. 

The CHAIRl\IAN: ·with the permission of 
the Con11nittee the hon. gentle1nn.n In ay of course 
continut>. I do not wish to throw any obstacle 
in the way of his speaking, but it is my duty to 
call attention to the f>tct that he was discussing 
a rrmtter which had already been ptLsiled. If 
there is no objection taken to the course, the hon. 
member may proceed. 

Mr. :NIACDONAI,D-PATEHSON otLid that 
what he hacl to say would be sai<l ;;omewhat 
disconnectedly; but he was speaking of the 
Chief Engineer, and had said that his emolu
ments were put down at £1,,100 a year, >Lnd 
a foot-note stLid that he received 1ik a dav 
for travelling expen~0s and maintenanc'8 
duties. That must be a cleric>Ll error, because 
he understood tlmt Mr. St>Lnley had nothing 
whatever to do with maintenance duLies. 
In the debate on 1fr. Cross's po"ition it was 
clearly intimated to the Committee that that 
section of the engineering ~taff wa.s a separate 
department not under ~lr. Stxnley's supervision; 
so that 1\Ir, Stanley had now nothing whatever 
to do with maintenance. It occurred to him, 
and it h>Ld been his opinion for some years, 
that there was not that relative payment for 
services by the State to Mr. Sbnley as between 
Mr. Stanley and his snbordimttes. If Mr. 
Stanley was worth £1,400 a year his principal 
Assistant Engineer shonld be worth more than 
£700. 

The Hox. J. l\I. MACIWSSAN: He is, and 
a great deal more than £700. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATJ<~HSON: Yet on 
page SU of the Estimates-in-Chief the principal 
Assisto.nt }~ngineer was put down at £700. By 
the way, he might remark that he hoped that 
when the Estimates cctrne up next ye>Lr they 
would ha;-e the whole of the salaries of the 
vn .. riuus officers shown in one e1ithna.te ; and thttt 
a s:p;tern of bookkeeping would be arranged by 
which a certain part would be debited to Loan 
Account, and that they would have no Loan 
l~stiJ.nates as reg,<rded i>alaries. The letters a, o, 
and c could be used in the l~stunates to indicate 
the amounts paid from General Revenue and 
Loan Fnnd respectively. Now, as he had said, 
the princi]Jal Assistant Engineer receind £700. 
'l'hat was too little ; either that oflicer was paid 
too little or Mr. Stanley was paid too much. If 
Mr. Stanley was paid £_1,400 a year, the prin
cipal Assistant Engineer, if he were worthy of 
the position, should receive at least £1,000. But 
he would go a little lower and take the men who, 
if they were \Vorth anything, rnust be aspiring to 
the position of Chief Engineer, which was now 
held by Mr. Stanley; those third-rate men 
should have, at the very least, £750 a year. 
But what did thev find? That those 
men who had been ye>Lrs in the service of 
the colonv-some of them as long- as ton and 
twenty years-were only receivir{g an annual 
salary of £400. That was not creditable to 
P:trliament, and .it was not Cl"editable to 11r. 
Stanley, who wml'responsible for those l"stimates. 
He (:VIr. Macdonald-Patersun) did not believe 
the 1Iinister for \V 0rks wa' re,ponsible, as the 
hon. gentleman in answering a question just 
now said, "I have been informed." He (~Ir. 
l\facdono,ld-Paterson) could see from that ex
pression where the weakness wus. If ::\Ir. 
Stanley had been worth his salt, morally-if he 
h<><l been worth anything outsicle his profes
sional ability-he would have put his foot 

down and said to the Minister for \Vorks, 
"This man is worth £GOD a year, and he must 
have it or I shall resign." The Engineer-in
Chief he contended, was in a position in which 
he co:rld put his foot down if the Minister for 
\Vorks dill not concur in his recommendations. 
The Engineer ought to protest in the first 
instauce, and if c;ubsequently his representati~ms 
were disregarded he ought to leave the servrce. 
He said this in all seriousness. He did not 
believe :VIr. Stanley had his way in those mo,tters, 
but he believed he was having it where he ought 
not to have it. :Now, having called attention to 
the ab,urd salary paid to the principal Assistant 
Engineer, he won.ld direct attention to the salaries 
paid to the men below him. The average annual 
ernolmnents received by those subordinate 
oflicer/::1 waK ,£400, and in .smne caHes the arnount 
paid was as low as £3i50 and £300. The Assi.sta.nt 
Erwineer OJl the Brhbane Valley Branch, how
eve~·, who had only been two years in the 
service. was receiving £400 a year. He (Mr. 
Macdoirald-Paterson) took that opportnnity of 
saying that he was thoro_ughly Americ'!'n in h_is 
belief that they could tmrn as good engmeers m 
the At'"tralian colonies as they could get from 
England. Australian engineers \yer~ better men 
for (~ueensbml than men trained rn ]<,ngland who 
carne out. here as new churns, and in reference to 
whose engiueeringexperieucethey had no satis
factory testimony; all they knew was th>Lt they 
had been JY·'rhaps a few years in an office, and 
and had measured up a few contracts. He 
knew a man, not in Queensland but in one of the 
other colonies, who had only been fifteen months 
in the field and two years in an office, and who 
had been promoted over men who had been work
ing bard in the profession for many years. He 
stated his opinions on the engineering depart
ment now, berause he would refer to the 
subject on sorne future occasion, and sorneone 
would suffer, if they did not run on the 
lines he was at vresent indicating. He thought 
he was sufficiently vrotective to believe 
that they had sufficient talent in the colonies of 
Australia to educate men up to the highest stan
dard of rail way engineering that could be had in 
America. It was better to have men who had 
been tmined in the colony, and understood the 
circumstances of Australia, than to have men 
who had been trained in railway construction in 
Britain; and he just gave this note of warn
ing that he expected the chief engineers of 
this colony to think well of their locally 
trained rnen, and give thern every chance of 
promotion, if thev merited it, in preference 
to new chums. 'I'here were some members of 
that Committee who were sufficiently conversant 
with the matters of railway construction and 
superintendence of maintenance to be able to say 
at once whether it was right that a man who 
superintencled the ·maintenance of any line should 
be paid a higher Ralary than the man who wcn·ked 
from day light till dark in exploration surveys 
and rail way construction. As a matter of fact 
that was the case at the preeent time. He would 
give one or two instances. On page 72 of the 
Estimates-in-Chief it would be found that the In
spectorof the permanent wtLyof the .i\Iaryborough 
and Gpnpie ltailway received £300 last year, and 
arr allowance of £100. That office was abolished 
this year, and an amount of £500 per amrurn 
\LLS set down for the Superintendent of 
JI.J:aintenance. The duties of that officer would 
require him,to superintend about sixty-five miles 
of line at the verv most. He fonnd that there 
\\a.rH a.lf.:lo son1e prO'vi;,.,ion n1ade for the Inspector 
of the permanent way of the 1Iaryborough and 
Burrum Railway. However, they might credit 
that officer with having the control of that as 
well. Now, was it at all fair th>Lt the Superin
tendent of Maintenance, as he was called-~ 
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The MINISTER :FOil WORKS s,tid he mnst 
rise to a point of order. The hon. member WCLS 
going back to the Esthnates pu~sed on the 1 )re
v ion,:.; day. lie excused hirnsclf for referring to 
the Estimates alre:~.dy pao<··, d that evenin,s; by scty
ing thttt hu Wit.> umtble to be present llt lmlf-prct 
7 o'clock; but n,nv he \V:-t.s actu:1lly ~·oing O\Tel' 

the J~stimak' ll'' <Sed the vrot>ious cby. 
The CHAIR:\L\K: The hem. member cannot 

proceed without the sanction of the Committee. 

Mr. AX::'\EAH. se1id the vote '""' a RrLih' .1y 
vote, to Le p:tid frmn Loan, a~-:(1 the hon. 1uemhc•r 
''\'1S referring to the Railway J)~ vartrncnt. l-fe 
con::;idered that the hon. lllUlllber \\'H.S in order, 
and he hoped that he would be heCLrcl. 

Mr. MACDOXALD-PATERSOX s:tid he 
should not sav CLnother word now. He was 
much obligerl tn the Committco fnr their atten
tion to his remarks. 

Mr. P AL:viEJt said that "'tt.ention had been 
called to thr3 incrc:1sed expenditure of the 
dep:1rtment, about £100,000, and ft! ,o to the 
prob:1ble deficiency of .£il0,0(l0 in tlw milw,;y 
revenue, and that deficiency would very likely 
be intensified by the in"1Hicient prnvision 
nude for water supply in the interior. There 
was no probability of the milwCLy revenue in
creasing while the roads lh'tding to th~; r.\ihYny.~ 
were in their pre.-.;ent f-JtoJte with re;;ard to v\ ater ; 
and he hoped the Trcn,surer would see tlmt he 
hftcl it in his power to incre,.,se the uihr ny 
receipts by nutking JlrovisiCJn fnr v\ratr;;r :-5Up1Jly 
along those roads. 

The COLONTAL 'l'REASURER said he did 
not share the hon. member for M<'ekay', appre
hensions concerning the groat deficiency in the 
railway. revent~e during the current ye.•r. ~rhe 
stagnat:wn dunng the last two or three months 
was only to be anticipated from the condition 
of the interior. The hon. gentleman evidently 
based his statement on the Ga.:ette retums ismed 
by the Hail way Department, which differed in 
point of time from those issued by the Treasury. 
The Financial Statement <lealt with the period 
from the 1st ,July to the 30th ,June ensuing, while 
the railway returns published in the Ga:dte 
dealt with the period from the 1st J anua,.Y to 
the 31st December. The first quarter of the 
present financial year showed the gratifying in
crease of over.£35,000 on the corrhponding peric.l 
of the precedmg year. Of courHe if the ,,, ,ugltt 
continued the second half-year would not '!"'" a 
con1n1ensurate increase, but he should Le quite 
satisfied if it maintained a level with the cOl-res
ponding period of last year. As soon as the 
season became more genial a large quantity of 
produce would find its way to the railway, which 
could not now be carried thither. lf hon. 
gentlemen studied the railway returns they 
would observe that one or two months might 
alter the whole complexion of the vear's revenue. 
The receipts for December, January, and 
February were the he a vicst in the· year; 
therefore he hoped his e·;tirwite would ]je yet 
be realised. He was not at the present time 
dismayed at the falling - off in the rail way 
revenue, because he was convinced that there 
wa~ a large quantity of wool in the interior 
waiting to be brought to the railwayQ, but which 
could not be carried owing to the waterlebs con
dition of the roads. He did not wish to reopen 
the debate on the water supply ; but he hoped 
that before another year p:1ssed the water supply 
would be in a more satisfactory condition, both 
from the natural supply and from the efforts of 
the department. 

Mr. BLACK said the Colonial Treasurer 
inferred that his statement with reference to the 
decrease in railway revenue was inaccurate, 

because he derived his information from the 
Gorcnnncnt Ou:eltt-, thG return thoro being fnr 
the peri()(l from the let ,J anu:cry to the end of the 
yenr, \Vhile the TI·eaMur,y returns were frort1 the 
1st .T uly to tlw 30th June; bnt he begg-ed tn 
infnnn the hon. gentleman thrrt he took thrrt fact 
into con.;iJerrLtinn; n,nd though he di(l not ·wish 
to rais' Ct.ny alal'ln in cw1ncction with the 

he .still adhered to the c•1lcnlation and · 
the he nt:tde j11;;t now. Taking the 
six uwuthe from the 1st ,J nly to the en cl of the 
~-car, ::tEllreckoniug the fonr \Veeks yet to olap::;e 
on the E-.1.1118 h'l~is of t·ev.:nue a,~ the previons 
five nlonthN. the roYcrtne for the six nwnths 
would be £30.000 below the Tre.:>,snrer's estimate ; 
and if that w~re continued for another six 1nonths, 
to the end of June next, the year's revmme would 
be .£GO 000 below the Trerr,;urer's estimate. K o 
one w~nld be more ~ratified than he to find the 
raihvay revenue in~reaHing ; but he \Va~ afraid 
that if the Treasurer anticipated an increase from 
the wool \Vaiting for carri:1gc he would l?e very 
much deceived. That wool bad uo exl,,tenoe, 
owing to the cabmitous loss of stock the colony 
lu\Jd knstn.ined during the htst few ruonths ; so 
tha.t it \Vas vain to look for an increase fron1 the 
p>tetoral industry. He <lid not wish to be _an 
alarmist but he wi.shed to point <lllt that w1th 
such a larae and incrt-;:tHiug expenditure it be
hoved bon.'~\ue1nber::; to t:-tke into considor:ttion 
the qneetion whether striut economy would not 
he an est:iential in the very near future. 

Mr. KATES s1id the hon. member for 
:'Vfttekay lmd informer! the Committe'l that there 
would be a deficiency of £30,000 in six monthc;, 
rmd nf £(;0,000 at the end of the year ; but he 
had not given the rea,son why that deficiency 
'voulJ cmnc ahont. He 1night have ,;;.een a tele
t,r.nn frorn St. George iu the B1·isUane Crnwicr, 
8tatin"· thftt a larg·e number of temns with 9oorls 
had ~rriYed fro~Il Na,rrabri, in ~ew South 
\Y"les. They were losing the border tr·acl:, allCl 
the loss vvoulcl be greater when the r:uhva.y::; 
in contempilltion by Kew South \V:1les were 
constm "tecl. 

The J'\IE\ISTEit FOR WORKS: \Yllit till 
the Loan Estilnate.:; cmue on. 

Mr. KATES said he was speaking in reply to 
the lwn. member for J\Iackny. 

?\Ir. MAODUNALD-PATERSOX: He wishes 
to choke you as well as me. 

'dr. KATES said that the y:ater supply b"'d 
1wrllin:; to do with the decrease in the railwn,y 
1·eveuue · it wns <nYing to the lo::~~ of the traHic 
over the 'southern borrler. Xot only were drays 
bringing goods over the border frorr1 New South 
\V ale~, but they were taking wool hack ; and the 
sooner they took steps to recover th_,t freig-ht the 
better it would be for the country. 

:Mr. AROH:ER s:1id he did not think it worth 
while to make ,,uch a statement as that IJW<;n by 
the hon. member. The chief source of reYeuue 
way; not the trade from St. Georgo. .A lal'ge 
]Jortion of it had come from the Central Hail
way, but it "-ould be found that for the last 
bvo Wl'eks the Central line had been e::trning 
about £1,000 "week less than that time last year. 
Bnt the Central Railway was not connected with 
St. George at all, so ·that the hon. member's 
::trgument wa.s worth nothing. It was sitnply a 
fact that the sheep that pr()(]uced the wool brought 
clown bv the Centml R>.~ilway were, to >t certain 
extent," clectd, am! fencing materials and other 
stores that went out to the \Y est formerly 
were not now going there. It was the 
Central Railway that was really showing the 
greatest falling-off, 'md he had never ]wCLrd that 
it derived any of its traffic from New South 
\Vales. Tlmt was the real case. It was no 
fm1lt of the Government or anyone that the 
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line was not 11aying. It simply arose from the 
fact that the seasons had been nnpropitions. 
The sheep were dencl or dying, :Ln(llH'ople con]d 
not, under the eirctnnstfLnces, go on Ydth the 
numerous improvements they would make if suc
cessful and prosperous. No doubt the Land Bill 
had something to <lo with tbe depr0ssion, but he 
\Vas not going- to talk about tha.t 1nea~nre. It 
might l>e a good Land Bill, but at all events it 
had disturbed men's minds awl prevented their 
expending tnoney on new work~. The C0ntral 
Railway, howoYer, hud nothing vvhatever to do 
with St. George. 

:\fr. KATES said he was renlving to what had 
been said by the hnn. member" ,for ~:i'vlackny and 
he mentioned that goods landed at St. deoro'C 
had been taken from Brisbane to Roma, ar~d 
thence to St. George. That was whore the 
deficiency came in. He did not say a word 
about the Central lhilway. 

Mr. ARCHl<':R : That is yonr lookout. 
Mr. MACDONALD-PATJ\RSON said he 

wished to say that he did not thank the Minister 
for vVorks for his very marked discourtesy in 
persistin.g in interrupting a debate, which he 
evidently wished to choke off, notwithstanding 
the general consent of the whole Committee that 
he should speak. It wr" not in deference to the 
wish of the Minister for \"1 arks that he did not 
continue, but in deference to another member of 
the Committee, who did not wish the discu"-;ion 
to be prolonged. He should tttke another oppor
tunity, n,nd n, special one on another occa::;ion, of 
pointing to the matter he had already referred to, 
and he should do so in considerable detail showing 
~he lights and shades of the R>tilway lle),artment 
m a way that he could not have done in the 
very cursory manner in which he had spoken. He 
was sorry that the Minister for \Vorks felt in
clined to block reference to matters of which 
they should have an intimate knowledue. The 
su;ceptibility of the Minister fol' \V orks"must be 
a matter of regret to others as well as himself. 

The PREl\liEE said he did not understand 
t~e hon. member. He was not aware of any 
d1scourtesy that had been shown by the Minister 
for \Vorks. On the contrary, the hon. member 
was allowed to proceed at consiclemble leneoth 
in the discussion upon matters that were ~ot 
before the Committee, but the Minister in 
charge of the department wished to proceed with 
the Estimates. The hon. member went a certain 
distance, but when he di vertPd too far from the 
discussion it was very natural tlmt the :Minister 
for vVorks should call attention to it. Even 
then the hon. member would not have been 
prevented from going on if he desired but he 
said he did not wish to go on. After' that he 
(the Premier) did not see how the hon. member 
could complain of any discourtesy on the part of 
the Minister for vVorks. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATEHSON said it was 
after the expressed discourtesy of the Minister 
for Works that he sr~id he would not proceed any 
further. 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTER FOit WORKS moved that 

a sum not exceeding £325 be granted for the ex
tension, High fields to Grow's Nest. Hon. mem
b.ers would see that the ,-ote made provision for 
SIX months only. The plans, sections, and books 
of reference had been passed, and the Govern
ment intended to call for tenders for the second 
section. The vote n1ade provision for the \Vorldnfr 
staff on the second section of the line. b 

Mr. BLACK said that wail another of those 
matters in connection with the railways that he 
tho_ught the Minister for \Vorks sl1'mld keep his 
act1ve eye constantly fixed upon-the expendi-

ture uvon that particular line. He understood 
that the second section of that railway had 
already been appro;·ed of, and the Minister told 
thmn that the vote wa•' for the purpose of cnrrying 
on the work in connection therewith. He thought 
thut it was only rig·ht that hon. members' atten
tion should be called to that particular line of rail
Vi'uy, \Vhich he l~wk~,J upon as a very experirnen
tal ono indeul. From a return he held in his hand 
he fonml £haU!48,5JO lmd been expended on the lino 
--tha.t wn,.~ frmn Penga.rry .T unction to Ct-Lbarlah
and the receipts from all sources for twelve 
months had been the munificent sum of £67'!. 
There was a mania for branch lines of railway at 
present, but a day of reckoning \vould con1e ; 
,md if the country was going to continue to make 
railways in the haphazard way they seemed to 
ha' e heen doing lately, he was afraid the colony 
would very soon be on the verge of insolvency. 

The PREThliEH: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BLACK said, unless that railway would 

show a better return, the Minister for \Vorks 
was not justified in carrying out the extension, 
and he would like to know whether the :i'vlinister 
had any reasonable hope of the line being made 
more profitable in the future than it had been in 
the past. The line, as he sfLid, produced £07 4 
out of an expenditure of £48,000. Tl.at was the 
actual revenue, and the working expenses had 
still to be deducted. In fact the line was a dead 
loss to the colony, ftnd he would like to have 
some assumnce from the nfinister that on 
calling, for tenders for the seconcl section he had 
some reasonable expectation of its pitying. 

The MIKISTER "FOR WORKS said he 
would point out to the member for Mackay that 
he was a supporter of the Government that 
initiated the construction of the line ; and the 
object"of the prr,!ent Government was to carry 
it to a point where it would be profitable. It was 
all very well for the hon. member to get up and 
find fault with the line not paying, when he must 
have known very well that his chief went about 
during the election time and enumerated the 
political lines the then Government were build
ing. The Hig·hfields and Grow's Nest line was 
one of them, and the object of the present Gov
ermnent was to endeavoar to extend it to a 
point where it would find traffic to pay the 
country. 

Mr. BLACK said the hon. gentleman said ho 
went about at election time. 

The MINISTER "FOR WORKS : I said your 
chief went ithout. · 

Mr. BLACK said he was afraid th<O Minister 
for \Vorks had been unfortunate that day. He 
(Mr. Blnck) would suggest that the hon. gentleman 
should rel'train his impetuosity and keep cool. 
The hon. gentleman said that his (Mr. Black's) 
chief went about advocating a particular line of 
railway at election time ; but he was very sorry 
the hon. gentleman referred to one whom he 
(Mr. Black) was proud to own as a chief, 
when that hon. gentleman was not present to 
give the :i'viinister the answer he deserved. 
He was not there to own special allegiance to 
any particular chief. He was there upon the 
present occn,sion to denounce any unnecef"sm·y 
expense, and he wad sorry to think that the 
Minister fur \Vorks, while admitting· that it was 
a political railway, was prepared to carry out an 
extension of it. That was what he called a 
political swindle. \Vhy did not the hon. gentleman 
put down his foot and say that he was not going to 
perpetuate the mistakes of his predecessors? That 
was what he should do. The hon. gentleman had 
not given him an ttnswerto the 'l uestion he asked as 
to whether he had any reasonable expeatation of 
this lino being remunerative. If an additional 
extension were macle that line wo11ld still be n, 
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political line ; and if they turned to the Loan 
Estimates, as laid upon the t:tble of the House, 
embracing no less th:tn £10,000,000, they 
1night see a great n1any nwre political 
lines. It ill became the -:\Iinister for \Vorks 
to talk about political lines after allow
ing th:tt Lon,n Esbmate to be laid upon the 
tn,ble. H:tlf of thm't' proposwl r:.,ilways were 
nothing but politic:tl linos, nnd they. would be 
found to be so. He wn,s ;;lad to have somebody 
dis:tgree with him, but when those Estimates 
cmne before the Committee it would be found 
that there were more politica,l lines on them than 
propo,ed by any previous Government. 

Mr. J. CAMP BELL so,icl he thought that, in 
the evidence taken hv the Sc•lect Committee 
helrl by the' Upper House some few weeks 
since, it was conclusively shown that there 
would be sufficient traffic upon the line after 
it h:td been extended. At present the line 
was useless, and he thought there was a gTeat 
dertl of truth in what the :31inister for \V orks 
s:tid when he sairl that it was a political line. 
'fhere wn,s no doubt about tlutt. It was a poli
tical line in the first instance ; it was carried 
to a point where it \V:18 a.ltogether uHeleRs, and it 
was n, very great pity that it was ever bken in 
that direction at all. It ought to have g'one away 
smne few IIliles nearer Toowomnba, up the 
valley amongst the inhabitants, whf're no doulJt 
it would have created a considerable amount of 
traffic. But as it hacl been taken to the point 
where it was at present, it was :tbsolutely ncceti
sary that it should be extended as far as Crow',; 
Nest, so th:tt it would cn•ate the traffic nece;
sary for the line. 

The HoN. .T. 11. MAOROSSAN s:tid he 
supposed he might as well say a few words about 
branch lines, as they were discussing branch 
lines at present. The line in question lmcl been 
called a political line by the Minister for 'Works 
and also by the hon. gentlenmn who had just sat 
down. If it were a political line then, it wao 
still a political line. The intention of the 
Government who proposed the line was 
take it to Grow's Nest ; the title showed 
"Highfields to Grow's Nest." So that it wn,s just 
n,s much a politic:clline n,s ever it was. He did 
not "'"Y' for a single minute, that it should not 
be extended ; pos~ibly it should be•, The hr.n. 
gentierrmn said it would pay ; but the onl,r 
branch line that was ever likely to pay was the 
Sandgatc line, during the pr0sent generation, :11Hl 

th:tt was for very different re:tsnns, 'fhe traiiic 
on branch lines would be of such n, n:tture a! wa.ys 
that they could not pay. The only wny in which 
branch lines could be made to pay was where 
they opened up new country "nd induced 
settlement; am! when the d:ty of reckoning cn,me 
both sides of the House would be responsible. 
No Government could sit upon the Treasury 
benches without making branch lines ; no 
Government would be allowed to continue 
making only main lines. as there were too many 
members representing Southern constituencies 
interested in the construction of branch lines. 
Every Government must make them whether 
they paid or not. As to political rail ways, 
he would be able to point out one railway 
line which was rt political line, and which 
would cost more than all the politicn,] milways yet 
made and branch lines. He did not mean to say 
anything against the vote, as he thought it ought 
to be passed. They had agreed to making the 
line to Grow's Nest, and, of course, they must 
have a staff to superintend the construction of 
that line. 

Mr. liRRG'GSOK said he did not know 
whether the line was a political line or not; but, 
at all events, it was a line that should never lmve 

been constructed ; there was not the slightest 
doubt about that. He called attention to it 
when the plans and book of reference were before 
the House. The prospects of that line were 
worse now than they were then. So far as they 
could gather, the totrtl income of th~ line was 
£GH l4s. Gd. for twelve months. i hey were 
now n,sked to J>::tss a Yote of £:)25, almost as much 
as the line returned for t\velve rnonths, for pa,rt 
of the i':)ftlarie:-; of the officers who were to su1 )er
intend the construction of the extension. The 
hon, member for Auhigny had referred to the 
committee appnintp,j by the Upper Rous~ to 
inquire into the line before theypaw;od it. Anyone 
who looked into the eYidence taken by that com
rnittee, aud the constitution of that 'cornmittee, 
\VouLl tiCe that there was nothing to gnidF> thmu as 
to the nec,,ssity for tlmt line. 'l'he only evidence 
bken outside the depn,rbnent wrcs that of two 
interested rnen-two sa .. wrnill proprietor---s~ 
1\Ies"·s. Pechey and :\Iunro. They wer8 the 
only two witne'l'es called outside the officers of 
the Railway llepn,rtment. The railway wu~ 
actually constructed for the benefit of those two 
men and no one else. In het, J\1r. Pechey 
acln~owleclged that if all the sawmills in the 
district \vere in full swing the returns \vonld not 
an1ount to n1oro than £48 per week, and that \vas 
at the rn,tes that were being paid at present to 
bullock-teams n,nd horse-teams. How w>es that 
line to pay? 'fhere was nothing eLse but timber, 
and it lmd been acknowledged that there would 
be no traffic exc;ept from the sn,wmills. The 
line was to be constructed simply to accommodate 
some sawmills ; rtnd it was very well known that 
the rates at which timber was being carried by 
t.he lbilway Dep:trtment would h,we .to l~e 
reduced to the same as those at winch It 
was c<~rried on the other lines of the colony, that 
wa,; :ld, per 1,000 feet per mile. :Everything 
went to show that the line was simply a waste of 
money, and there was no possibility of _its ~ver 
paying. The1·e was no land fit fur cul~1 vatlon ; 
every selector who had tctken up a selectwn there 
had cleared out. The land was so poor th:tt they 
could not get on, and the whole of the traffic on 
the line clependc,l upon the timber trade. They 
knew very well that the timber traffic would 
never pay upon any line, and it ''TfLS use
less to construct a line for that purpose 
only. The eddence given ~y ~he departm~nt was 
tha,t of the ..t\..chng- Connrns:.:;Ioner for H:ul ways, 
wud of one of the surveyors who surveyed 
tiw line, :tnd both of them said that they con
,i.ler,,J that the line could never pay. In the 
face of that, without further infornmtion, 
alt!HJU"'h they were told by those two officers 
that tl1ere \Vtts no hope of 'the line paying, and 
there wa.s nothing to recmrnuend it, it was 
p:tssed, That only wen~ to show that m:y 
line w hi eh was taken m hand by certam 
people would be carried out, whether it wn,s 
for the benefit of the country or not. 
That wn,s not the only line in the southern part 
of the colony which was as bad as it could be. 
It was snch lines as that~tlw Burrum, the 
Bundaberg, and ;vrount Perry, the Fassifern, 
and the Grow's Nest ~ that red need the 
interest on the railwJtys. They were a loss 
to the country ; and tliey redu?ed the inter.e<ct 
on the monev borrowed winch the paymg 
line·, yielded.· He hoped the Government 
would not conHent to anv 1nore such liner:. 
The Committee should ob:ject to them being· 
carried out whether they were bmnch 
lines or not. ' He did not agree with the hon. 
member for TcJwnsYille th>tt the Committee was 
forced to concur in those lines. 'fhey ought to 
nmke a st:tnd, n,nd not allow such linr' to l1e 
c:trriecl out until the country h:td progressed 
more, and until its position \varranted them in 
being constructed. 
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Mr. J. CAMPBELL sl1id'- the hon. member 
was in error in whl1t he said about the lancL 
The hrm. member had probably taken his cue 
from l1 member of the Upper House, who stated 
thllt the land l1long the line wa;; useless. He 
(;'11r. Campbell) knew better than thnt member, 
and better perhaps than auy hon. member in that 
Committee, and he could ailsure them that there 
wa.f:i very good n,gricnltnral la,nd there ; and the 
rm<Ron why it had not beeu Ui;C<l was that it was 
so far from l1 market. If the rail way was con
structed all the land would be utilisecl. 

::\Ir. GR00::\1 said he ngreed with what had been 
stttted that the railway had been taken in a wrong 
direction. He did not think the residents in the 
district were to blame for that, because they had 
neverheenconsultecl in the matter. Helmew High
fielrls and Crow's ]\/est thoroughly anclhad known 
them for many years pttMt ; nnd he couhl say 
tlmt the railway had been built in such a wny as 
to rwoid settlement. If it had been choRcn for 
the express purpose of l1Voiding settlement, of 
making it the most unprofitable line in the 
country, and of showing that branch lines would 
ultimately result in a loss to the country, a l>etter 
route could not have been chosen. Had the 
line been taken through the Gowrie Scrub, 
(iowrie Little Plain, and ::\Ieringandan, 
where there were from 1,200 to 1,500 people 
settled, there would have been l1 suificient 
warrant for its construction ; ln1t the line was 
built at least three or four miles <tway from those 
people, and they were obliged to take nll their 
produce to Toowoombtt on market days and take 
nwny what they wanted on drays. The railway 
was practically no 11se whatever to them. It" ccs 
nmcle at the instance of a gentleman who wl1s a 
political power in the district, ami who tlwught 
he could put in nnd throw out what members of 
Parliament he liked, He was the person who 
picked out that particular route ; and, l1S the hon. 
member for Rockhampton had said, it was a 
great lo"s to the country, and would continue to 
be "great loss for a considernble time until the 
branch was extended. He hardly knew, owing 
to the loss being nece::;sarily so great in the first 
section, whether the increased tntflic would corn
pensate for the loss which must necec,sarily 
l1ttend the second section. \Vith regard to a re
mark that hac! been made by the hon. member 
for Townsville, he thought it could easily be 
proved, by the Maryhorough and Fassifern lines, 
that the timber trr1ffic was the worst nnd the 
most unprofitable. Beyond Crow's Nest there 
were thousands l1nd tens of thousands of acrh of 
the finest agricultural land in the colony still in the 
possession of the Crown; and there were plenty of 
people ready to select on it l1S soon as the Gov
ernment thought fit to throw it oven for selection. 
The hrm. member for Hockhampton, in saying 
that the land \\as of an inferior chnracter, must 
have overlooked the fact that it was selected in 
18G3 as an agricultural reserve by a gentleman 
who professed to have a considemble knowledge 
of good land. He selected it ; pnrt of it was 
heavily timbered land, which for clearing wuuld 
cost " selector £10, if not £20, l1n acre. In the 
cle>tring of the farms, many of them were reduced 
almost to beggary and starvation. A consider
able portion of the land the first section passed 
through was found to Le sour l1nd unproductive, 
and hardly fit for agriculture; hut there was 
good land further out. It Wl1S not the fault of 
the district nor of the people that the railway 
w:ts taken in that direction. It was not his 
pbce to say it was a political railway. He only 
wished to inform hon. members what he knew of 
its conKtruction. It could not have been taken 
in a worse direction; while in the Gowrie ScruQ 
there were from 300 to 400 Germans settled 
down, and they hl1d mncle thnt place- once 
a perfect nest of marsupials-a perfect paradise, 

like the Hosewood Scrub. Those people were 
entirely cut off from rail way communication, 
l1nd, [l,S he had "aid, they lmd to take their vro
duce to Toowoomba every Saturday. If there 
had been an honeqt desire on the pnrt of the 
Government to prevent the largest number of 
people getting railwa,y communication, then the 
beet route hac! been taken. As he had said before, 
it wns chosen by n person--

The HoN . . T. M. ::\:IACROSSAN : Who is he? 
l\Ir. GROOM : He would not mention the 

name ; hut it was at his particular desire that 
that direction was taken, and a nwst unfortunate 
thing it was, He lmrdly agree<l with what hac! 
fallen from the hrm. member for Townsville, 
that no other hmnch line than that to Sanclgate 
would pay for years. He believecltthat as soon l1S 
sdtlement took place along the branch lines they 
would pay interest on the cost of constructidn. 

The llox . • T. l\1. l\IACHOSi:L\N said it was 
extremely difficult to select a route tu suit every
hodv. 'l'he hmL member seemed to think that 
a ro'ute ought to be selected by public opinion ; 
but it did not matter whnt route was taken, 
they would always find l1 number of people 
declaring that it was in the wrong direction. 
There were so many different nmtters to consider. 
The Engineer-in-Chief looked at it from an 
engineering point of Yie\v, and di<l not consider 
the politicnl, the socil11, or the commercial hearing 
of the line. Then the Minister had to study " 
number of different interests. He (Hon. J. ':\I. 
Macro"san) did not think any such individual l1S 
the hon. member for Toowoomba hnd nlluded 
to had selected the route of that line ; l1t l1ll 
events, he did not know him. He might be 
l1 resident in the district, but he did not 
know l1ny gentleman who had such influence 
as that. There were several routes proposed, l1nd 
the present one was suppoc"ed to be the best. 
There was another route which he fl1V<mred 
more, and he was sorry afterwards that it had 
not been adopted. That line would have been 
even farther away from the people the hon. 
gentleman spoke ·of. He could tell the hrm. 
member thnt timber wus. not the only traffic 
tlmt wonld not pay; the traffic the hon. member 
thought most of, and which they would l111 like 
to encourage-that was agricultural produce
die! not pav nny better than timber. The hon. 
gentleman· must not run away with the idea 
that if there were farms at the end of l1 line they 
would make it pay ; it required a higher paying 
class of goods than l1gricultural produce to make 
a line pay. His experience hac! not been con
fined to Queensland; his opinion was derived 
from experience gained in other colonies. 

Mr. GHOO:M said he was perfectly sure thl1t 
if the hon. member had been tl1ken to the 
Gowrie Scrub, and the Gowrie Little Pll1in-if 
he had seen how the selectors were situated, and 
the amount of traffic-he would have insisted 
upon the line being taken in thnt direction 
rather than adopt the route thl1t had been 
decided upon. He would say that the gentle
man to whom he had just alluded made it his 
boast that he was the fl1ther of that route, and 
that he had his way notwithstanding the wishes 
of the people, who wanted it to go in another 
direction. ·whether that gentleml1n had such 
power he die! not know, hut the fact was that 
the very worst route had been adopted, and he 
boaRted thl1t it was by his special desire. 

Question put and p,>sseLI. 
The MINISTEH FOR WORKS, in moving 

that a sum of £1,210 be granted for the construc
tion staff, extension \\~ arwick to Killarney, said 
there was nn increase of £50 in the "'llowance to 
the A'"istant Engineer, and increases to two 
inspectors of £40 each. 

Question put l1I!d passed. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS, in moving 
that a sum of £1,520 be granted for the construe· 
tion staff, extension beyond Rmna, said there 
was an increase of £20 for one inspector. 

The HoN .• T. M. MACHOSSAN asked the 
name of the District :Engineer for the extension? 

The l\UNISTER FOH W011K::! said it was 
a gentleman m,med l\Ir. \Veedon. 

The Ho:-~ .• J. l\1. J\IACROSSAN nr;ke<l how it 
\\.'as that he got a saJ<Lry of ,£;"500 a year, \vith an 
allowance of £200, while his appointment only 
dated from the 1st of October, 1883? The hem. 
Minister for \Vorks ccmld not say he had been 
long in the service. \Vhile getting th1<t infor
mation, the hon. gentleman might also ask what 
that gentleman's experience had been in railway 
construction ? 

The MINISTEH EOR WOHKS said that the 
previous engineer had not given satisfaction; he 
had resigned, and a good job too. The present 
officer did not draw that amount by £100 a year. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Why is it 
down then? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
estimate was prepared before the other officer 
resigned. The present officer only drew £-100. 

The HoN. J. M. MACllOSSAN: Including 
the allowance? 

The MINISTER :FOR WOHKS: No: 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSRAN: Then he 

had £GOO. The hon. gentleman had not answered 
his question about :Mr. 'Veeclon's experience in 
railway construction. He was down in the Blue 
llook as hn,ving joined the service on the ht of 
October, 1883. VV ere there not other officers 
with more experience down for smaller salaries? 

The MINISTER l!'OH WORKS : Do I 
understand that the hon. member wants to know 
his professional ability ? . 

The HoN. J. :M. MACROSSAN : I want to 
know what experience he has had in railway 
construction? 

The MINISTER l!'OR WORKS said the 
gentleman had been engineer for contractors,and 
he presumed he got his experience there. He 
did not know whether it was a very good school. 

The HoN. J. JYI. l\IACROSSAN: It is 
smnetirnes. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
hoped the hem. member for Black all would not 
get angry at his ~eferring to the hon. member 
for Townsville as a contractor ; he was a con
tractor outside the colony. He did not know 
whether it was a recommendation or not that 
this officer had got his experience in the service 
of contractors. He understood that was where 
he got his professional abilits~ 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he knew 
little more about that gentleman than the hon. 

Minister for \Vorks did. 
The MINISTEH, l!'OH WORKS: I do not 

know anything at ;ll about him. 
The HoN. J. JYI. MACHOSSAN said perhaps 

he knew more about him than even the hon. 
entleman's informant. The service of con. 

tractors was very often a good school for prac
tical engineers. Uontractors frequently paid 
their engineers higher salaries than they got in 
the Government Service. Now, this gentleman 
had had no experience in railway construction. 
He (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) knew the contractors 
he had been working for, and knew his railway 
history for the last six or seven years. He was 
a pet protege of the :Engineer-in-Chief. It was 
to be hoped he would turn out better in the 
Government Service than he had in the con
tractors' service. He (Hon. J. M. Macross:m) 

objected to a man of that description being paid 
a higher salary than officers that were in the 
service before he joined. 

The::YIINISTERl!'OR WORKS said the salary 
was £-100 and £100 a year allowance; and if he 
was a professional man at all he should be worth 
that salary. He thanked the hon. gentleman for 
the information he had given. It was one of the 
greatest misfortunes that could happen to a 
Uovernn1ent to have inexperienced n1en in that 
position, as they wem apt to unnecessarily 
h~ra;-;s contractors. Of course, a contractor 
should be compelled to carry out his contract in 
a proper manner, but he knew contractors had 
been very much harassed. He knew nothing 
whatever about that officer. The hon. member 
for l\Ioreton said he On[;ht to know every 
officer in his department, and what his profes
sional abilities were. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: I did not 
say so. 

The l\HNISTJ<:R FOR WORKS : Supposing 
he were to pay a flying visit to Cooktown, 
l\Iackay, and Havenswood on the Northern line, 
how could he be expectecl to form a competent 
opinion as to the abilities of the engineers 
engaged there? If anything was pointed out to 
him that was wrong be should be very glad to 
rectify it, but he did not think a mere layman 
was compet~nt to express an opinion as to the 
ability of professional men. He should be very 
sorry to condemn any professional man until he 
had had some consider:.ble experience of him. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said a 
non-professional man could judge by results. 
As to the engineer whom they were discnesing, 
it now appeared that his salary was £1500, and 
not £700 as it appeared on the Estimates; and 
he could only hope that he would do much better 
in the Government Service than he did before he 
entered it. 

Mr. :MACDO::"rALD-PATERSON said the 
Minister for Works had quite misunderstood 
him. He did not say the hon. gentleman ought 
to know every officer in his department, but that 
he ought to know the engineers, of whom there 
were not more than a dozen. Excepting the 
Chief Engineer, the hon. gentleman did not 
know the name of one. Surely he ought to 
know why they had been appointed, and on 
whose recommendation ! Who recommended the 
appointment of the officer in question? 

The MINISTEH, FOR WORKS said Mr. 
Stanley submitte.d the name of that gentleman 
for the position, and if he was not fit to recom
mend an officer of that description he (the 
Minister for Works) was not. 

Mr. ARCHER said the Minister for Works 
had expressed a hope that he would not get angry 
at hearing his hon. friend the member for Towns
ville spoken of as a contractor. He (Mr. Archer) 
Wfls never offended at the truth being told. They 
alllmew the hon. member was a contractor in 
another colony. vVhat he objectefl to was the 
Minister for \Vorks spreading rumours which he 
knew to be false-stating that the hon. member 
for Townsville was a contractor at the time he 
was Minister for \V orb, which he knew perfectly 
well was not true. If the hon. gentleman chose 
to spread such malicious, mean, scandalous, and 
contemptible rumours he must expect to find 
them taken up warmly by the hon. member for 
Townsville's friends. 

Question put and passed. 
The l\HNISTEH l!'OR WORKS moved that 

£621) be granted for construction staff, Stanthorpe 
to the Border. Provision was only made for six 
months. 
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The HoN .• J. M. l\IACIWSSAN asked when 
the work was likely to be commenced? 

The l\II:'HSTER FOR WOltKS replied that 
tendon; harl been called for, and the result would 
be known in a few dayB. 

l\Ir. BLACK s>tid that when the matter "as 
discuti:-;ed lat.t ses;::.ion a question was rai.ied as to 
the point of junction. Had it been distinctly 
settled where the jnnction of the line., was to 
take place, or \Vnnld the Qncent~land Govorn
mont be called upnn to extend its line n..long the 
border later on to meet that of :1\ nv South 
Wales? 

The :UI::'USTER 1'0E \YOHKS said the 
place had been definitely settled, and not only 
were the New South \Vales Government survey
ing the line up to that poiut, but they h2.d made 
prodsion or1 theil: Loan E!:itilnates for carrying 
out the work. 

Mr. BLACK said another question mised at 
that thne wa~ as to break of gauge-whether it 
wonld take place at Stanthorpe or on the border. 
Had it been definitely decide<! whether the break 
of gauge would be at the border, or in New 
South IV ales, or in Queensland ? 

The MIKISTER FOR WORKS said it had 
been definitely decided that the lJreak of gauge 
would be on the border. 'fhe Chief Engineer 
of New South IV ales and Mr. Stanley had come 
to an arrangement as to the site nf the railm.cy 
sttttion and the design for it. He 1 1 e'umed that 
one half of the rail way station would l1e in one 
colony, and the other half·in the other. The station 
would be built by the <;lueensland Government, 
and the New South \Vale,; Government would 
1my half the cost of it. 

<;luestion put and passed. 

The 11I.:'HSTER FOR WOHKS moved that 
there be granted to Her J\Iajesty, for the bervice 
of the year 1884-5, the snm of £2,400 for the con
struction staff of the Kilkivan and Burrum to 
Bundaberg Branches. 

The HoN. ,J. l\L MACTIOSSAN said that 
there seemed to be an extraordinary large staff 
for such a small line. 

The PREMIER said there were two S•?-parate 
line;. 

The HoN .• T. ::\L MACROSSA;-.J asked how 
they were mixed up? vVhy h:\d they not been 
kept separate'! Those lines were not near each 
other at all. The Burrum to l3nndaberg branch 
waH a.n extension frmn Ho ward ~T unction, and 
the Killdvan was a branch from l\JarylJOrough. 
They did not know in passing those Estimates 
who were the engineers for the lines. He should 
like to have some explanation. 

The MINISTER JWR WORKS said that the 
estimate was for the construction of the Kilkivan 
line, and also for the branch from Howard on 
towards Bundaberg. He did not think that the 
sun1 was at all out of the \vay for going on with 
two lines at a time. 'rhere was to be one district 
engineer for the work and two assistant engi
neers. 

The Hox. J. M. l\IACROSSA:N asked who 
was the district engineer? 

The MINISTER FOH WOHKS: The engi
neer is not appointer.! yet. 

The HoN . • T. l\I. MACROSSAN asked if the 
hon. gentlenmn would tell him who wa' to be 
the district enginF(l'? They were going to vote 
his salary and they ought to know who he was 
to be. 

The l\IINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
gentleman to be appointed was :!'.lr. Pagan. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: ,Tust so; 
then he supposed Mr. ]>agan could not be a 
Christian ! He wanted t0 know something mora 

about l\Ir. Pagan, under whom the assistant 
engineers would be placed. IV as he the gentle
man that had gone home on six months' leave of 
absence, and who h~<l lmd ch<Lrge of the Bund<t
berg I{aihY,,y? \Vas it the same :'\Ir. l'ag'm? 

The MIXISTEH FOR WOHJCS said it was 
the san1e gentlenutn. 

The Hox. J. l\1. J'.IACROSSAN said he 
protested 8 ~ainst the fL]>puintrncnt of 1\lr. 
Pagan a;.; l)istrict Engineer over the heruJ.R of 
lmtter men than himself. \V hat "as the date 
of thio man\ avpointment? He was appointed 
on 1st ,) an nary, 1882, by himself (Hon. J. M. 
Jliiacrosc:m) on t],e recmmnendation of the Chief 
1<:ngi11eer, after a great deal of perstu'!:"~ion indet~d. 
Kow, he kne\v that 1\lr. Pagan-how he got on 
the Lord kuew-was on the Ji,,t of members 
of the Institute of Civil Engineers. How he 
got there wa' a mystery to him (Hon. J. Jlii. 
~'Iacrossan). The Mini·,ter for \Vorks should 
just ask the Chief Engineer what was the 
amount of work that Mr. Pagan had done on 
the l3undaberg Railway: what measurements 
he had made, and whether he was capable of 
measuring a concrete culvert. He (the Chief 
Engineer) dared not say that he was ; because 
he (Hon. J. M. i11acrossctn) knew the fact was 
otherwise. His information, he believed, was 
thmnughly correct ; and he told the JVIinister 
for \Yorks that, during the whole time that that 
gentleman had clmrge of the construction of the 
Bnndaberg line, he had neYer 1neasured any 
en,rthworks, or bridges, or anything that required 
me>tsurement ; that his whole time had been 
occupied in his own house; that his inspector 
had done the work for him ; and that he \Ytls 

not capable of n1easuring a concrete cul
vert. Let the Minister for vVorks inquire if 
l\Ir. Pagan had failed to do his duty in fumishing 
the final certificate fer the Bnndaberg Raihnty, 
and if he had not been allowed to go home with
out furnishing the final certificate. And yet 
that was the gentleman who was to be appointed 
over the heads of gentlemen far superior to him
self, and who had been longer in the service. 
Let the Minister for vVorks ask the Chief 
Engineer those questions, and see what answer 
he would get. 

The l\IIKISTER J•'OH, WORKS said that 
Mr. Pagan had seemingly incurred the dis
pleasm·e of the hon. me1uber for Townoville. 
He did not know where they could get engineers 
to pie~ e him. He knew that l\lr. l3allard, the 
Chief :Engineer of the Northern District, had 
repl'Ec,ented to him that he had been compelled 
to take men whom he would not have employed 
if he could have got better men. They were not 
so easily got. However, he would ask for infor
mation. He knew that JVIr. P<>gan's professional 
abilities stood very high indeed. 

The HoN .• T. M. MACROSSAN : Indeed? 
'l'he MINISTER FOR WOHKS said very 

po"ibly he might be entirely mistaken. 
The HoN J M. MACROSSAN said it had 

been alleged by the Minister for Works that 
Mr. Pag;.tn had incurred his displeasure. Any 
man he consirlered should incur his displeasure 
if he were found placed oYer the heads of better 
men than himself. \Vhat were the facts con
nected with that man? Let the Minister for 
\Vorks satisfy himself by asking the principal 
Assistant Engineer his opinion of him. Mr. 
Annet, whose name had been mentioned th"t 
night as that of an engineer worth more than 
£700 a year, knew the work that that man had 
done, and he should be asked what he thought 
of him. \Vho were the assistants to be placed 
under him? 

The MINISTER FOit WORKS said he did 
not know the names of every employe on the 
railways. 
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The PRE::VIIER said that the Minister for 
"\Vorks was surely not expected to know the 
names of all the porters at all the rail way 
stations. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr. Pater
soH was one, and the other was not appointed. 

The Hox . • T. !vi. }LlcCROSSAN s~tid he would 
compare the length of serYice of :\[r. Pagan with 
that of ::Yir. Paterson. :\Ir. Paterson stood in 
the Blue Book as having been appointed on bt 
l'lovember, 1878, and his first appointment 
in the Government Service was in 1872. And 
yet, !vir. Paterso11 was to be placed under JVlr. 
Pagan. He said lvlr, Paterson was a more 
competent man than l\fr. Pagan. He said 
it advisedly, but let the Minister for \Vorks 
take the advice or ask the opinion of the princi
pal Assistant J<;ng·ineer before making such an 
appointment as that. He (Hon. J. M. Mac
ro~:.:->:tn) (lid not care a straw about any 1nan in 
the Public :Service except so far as his merits were 
concerned, and he maintained that the A"istant 
J-1~ngineer to be placed under :fiir. Pagan was a 
better man than his chief-·a man, moreover, who 
was on six months' lea ye of absence, and had only 
been two and a-half years in the service. \Vas 
1\fr. Pagan receiving full pay, or any pay at all? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it w:ts 
utterly impossible that he should know the pro
fessional abilities of everv man in the Govern
nlent Hervice. He woulll like to knol.v if the 
hon. member for Townsville did when he was in 
office. 

The Hox. J. l\1. JIIIACROSSAN: No; I did 
not. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then how 
can I be expected to know it ? 

The HoN. J. M. l\IACROSSAN: I did not 
ask you to know it. 

Mr. FERGUSUN said he was glad the hon. 
member for Townsville had mentioned that case. 
He had heard of it himself. He had heard that 
that gentleman was incompetent to do any work 
in the Railway Department. The officers under 
him had to go over all the work he had 
done, and put it right before it could come 
before his superiors in a proper manner. 
He was incompetent to be in the service 
at all, and he could not understand that men 
like Mr. Paterson could be placed nnder him. 
He had known JHr. I'aterson for the last 
twenty years ; he knew him when he was in the 
Railway Department in the Central district, and 
he could give Mr. Ballard's opinion of him. JIIIr. 
Ballard, the Chief Engineer of the Central dis
trict, had told him that he was sorry Mr. Paterson 
was taken away from him. It was some time now 
since Mr. Paterson was removed from the Central 
district to Maryborough, but Mr. Ball:1,rd had 
told him that he had lost one of the best officers 
he had when Ji.fr. Paterson was removed. Had 
he remained in the Central d~etrict he would 
have been now twice as well off as he was. He 
had been receiving £600 a year when he left the 
Central district, and he was now only getting 
£400 under that incompetent man. Th<tt was 
not the only case of the same character which 
existed at the present time. It was not Mr. 
Pagan's ability at all, but simply his political 
influence, that had placed him in his present 
position. 

The HoN. J. JIII. MACRUSSAN: The Engi
neer's influence. 

Mr. FERGUSOX said the man would never 
be appointed except by some influence or other. 

The MINISTER FOR "\YORK:::l: Who ap
pointed him? 

Mr. FERGUSON said he did not know. 
That was not his business; he was only stating 

facts. He did not blame the present Govern
ment or anyone else for it. It did not matter 
to him whether it was the last or the present 
Minister for "\Vorks, or the l~ngineer-in-Chief 
who was to blame, but the fact remained the 
smne that the man wa" incompetent, and should 
not lmve been appointed. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said the 
hon. JIIIir6ter for \Vorks seemed to be angry, 
as if he had accused him of making ]Jad appoint
ments. That gentleman was appointed uy him 
(Hon. J. }f. :Macro ss an) and he was really blaming 
himself when he referred to the appointment. 
But he was appointed on the recommendation of 
the Chief Engineer, and, as he had said, after 
much persuasion. He would tell the Committee 
how l\fr. Pagan came to be appointed. The 
Chief Engineer had represented to him that 
he was t:ihort of engineers, and he recom
mended the appointment of this gentleman, 
who had been eng'<tged in the service of 
the New South "\V ales Government in the 
Roads Department. He refused to appoint 
him, and the Engineer asked him t1'lice after
wards, and it was only after his being asked 
the third time, and several weeks or months 
having elapsed between each time he was asked, 
that he consented to appoint that gentleman 
on the recommendation of the Chief Engineer. 
The Ji.finister must t.ake the recommemla.tion of 
the Chief l~ngineer, as he was the best judge of 
the man's professional ability. But, as he 
had said before, non-professional men could 
judge of those things by results. That man 
could now be jndged, and he said he was in
competent ; and if the Chief Engineer told the 
Minister for "\Vorks that he was a man of ability 
it was misleading him. Let him ask the chief 
Assistant Engineer his opinion of that man, and 
let him ask whether he had ever made out 
a final certificate. He had never made out any
thing; and yet he w''" now to be hoisted over 
the heads of better men than himself, simply 
because he happened to be a friend of the Chief 
J1~ngineer. 

Mr. ANKEAR said that the gentleman who 
was appointed to take charge of the Kilkivan con
tract was in England, and the fact was that there 
was now no district engineer to look after that 
contract. He protested against there being no dis
trict engineer for that purpose. They had he:trd in 
the House during the present session that a greltt 
many troubles had arisen through three or four 
engineers being at work on one job-there was no 
finality whatever in. They found that engineers 
who could write "C. E." to their names had "' 
great objection to work with those who could not 
write those initials after their names, and a 
greater mistake never existed. There was a 
gentleman in JVIaryborough at present who 
received £500 a year, and he could not write 
"C.E." after his name, and yet he did not 
believB there was a more practical man in the 
colony. He could c:trry out a railway con
tract with the Government and the contractors, 
and the work would be finished and there 
would be no trouble abont it. He would 
draw the attention of the Minister for 
Works to the fact that in New South \V ales 
at the present time, a Mr. Owen-a man who 
could not write "C. E." to his name-was chief 
engineer for L\_mos Brothers, who ·were carrying 
out two contracts, and he received £3,000 a year. 
That would show the Committee that, as the hem. 
member for Townsville had said, there were men 
working for contractors \vho were quite equal 
to any man in the Government Senice. As he had 
said, the Kilkivanline was going on, and cylinders 
had arriYed at Maryborough for the bridge. He 
knew that about twenty segments of those 
cylinders were broken, and the question would 
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luwe to arise somewhere as to who was responsible 
for the breakage. At the present time they 
were in the hands of the contractors, and when 
l'dr. Pagan came back six months hence he 
would be a new man altogether. The contrac
tors would say, "\Ve have crtrried out the orders 
given to us by So-and-so," and ]\fr. Pagan would 
probably say, "You ought not to have done ao." 
That was how difficult questions between 
contractors and the Government cropped np. 
He hoped the Minister fo~ \Vorks would t<tke 
the suf(gestion thrown out, and at once appoint a 
district" engineer for the Kilkivan Railway. 

The MINISTER :WOH WORKS : Where are 
we to get one ? 

Mr. AKNEAR said there were plenty of them 
to be got. He would mention one-J\:Ir Pater
son, at J'11aryborough. That gentleman had had 
a calamity in his family within the last few 
weeks, and he had naturally got leave of 
absence during hL-i trouble. There was n. 
gentleman in :iYiaryboro•1gh at present-1Ir. 
McGhie - and it should be placed in his hands 
to carry out the work on the Kilkivan Rail
way. And what did they find? That a 
draftsman-a very good young man, no doubt, 
but he was not an engineer, and had no practical 
experience - was instructed to take 1\Ir. 
Paterson's place, and carry out the work 
on that railway. From what he knew of 
Mr. Paterson he said that he should receive 
the appointment of district engineer of the 
Kilkivan and Bunclaberg line. He said that 
because 11r. Paterson was an honourable and 
competent man ; and he might mention that 
when .Mr. Thorneloe Smith sent 1\Ir. Paterson 
to measure up the second section of the 1\lary
borough and Gympie HlLilway, in the contract 
between J. T. Annear and Company and the 
Government, there was no dispute what
ever. He did an honest thing between 
the Government and the contractors ; and 
the Committee would see what trouble that 
saved to the country, and how soon it brought 
things to an encl. There were many veople 
who had just claims which had arisen in the 
way he had stated, by not having men to 
measure up who would make out a final certi
ficate or do anything final. \Yhen he was a 
young man, twenty years of age, he had worked 
for tv.?o years on a Governrnent contract near 
Plymouth, and all work that passed the Govern
ment engineers in England at 6 o'clock in the 
evening was paid for. That was not the case 
here, but it should be the case. He had done work 
here, and twelve months had passed when he was 
told the work should be taken up and done over 
ag'1in and that there would be no extra payment. 
He hoped that justice would be done to the 
competent engineero who were in the colony. 
1\Ir. Pagan was now in England, and they had 
cmnpetent rnen here doing his work. As soon 
as he returned to the colony he would probably 
be met on the wharf and made a great deal of, 
and perhaps escorted U]J to JYI:;tryborongh and 
have a nice house to live in. }'or tluct gentle
man to go and decide on the work carried out 
under the snpervision of other men would be a 
great injustice. 

The Ho)!. J. M. MACROSSAN mid he 
hoped the Minister for \Vorks would not think 
that he wn.s accusing hirr1 of having done 
anything wrong in connection with the 
appointments that had been made, for he 
was doing nothing of the kind. He under
stood the position the hon. gentleman was 
placed in, having been in the same office 
himself, and being a younger man he was 
perhaps more active in dealing with the business. 
What he had said about the officer under discus
sion he did not know when he was in office, but 

had found it out ;;ince; and if the hon. gentle
man would take hiosuggestion he would advise him 
to ask the principal Assistant I~ngineer, in the 
presence of the Engineer-in-Chief, what was his 
opinion of Mr. Pagan? If the principal Assistant 
Engineer said he was a man of the ability the 
Chief Engineer informed the Minister for \Vorks 
he was, then he (Hon. l\fr. 1\Iacrossan) would 
a<lmit he had been wrong in making the state
ments he had made to the Committee. Those 
state1nent~, however, were not 1nade on his own 
authority, but on the authority of engineers. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON said the 
::VIr. Paterson who had been referred to by hnn. 
members was his brother; but he was not going 
to be mealy-mouthed in what he had to say about 
him on that account. He wished to remark that 
on one occnsion a gentleman who held a not very 
inferior position in this colony, said to him, 
" Can I do anything for your brother?" To which 
he replied, "Yes, you will do me a great favour 
if you will sack him, or c>tuse him to be sacked." 
That was all that ever passed between him and 
any Government with reference to his brother 
and the department in which he was at present 
employed. He knew his brother had profession:tl 
merits; he had those before he left Scotland. It 
was incorrect to say that his first appointment 
in the service was in 1872. Doubtless that 
date w,-,s according to some departmental regu
lation, ·but it was not the date of his first ap
pointment. His brother had had good experience 
in Scotland with a large and important firm 
before he came to Queensland. There was no 
railway here when he arrived in the colony, but 
he received an appointment in the Survey Depart
ment as soon as he set foot on the soil of 
Queensland. Subsequently he went into the 
field, and was afterwards persuaded to enter the 
Engineer's Department by Mr. Ballard, who 
chose him as his third man next to Mr. 
Hannam, which was paying him a very high com
pliment. He (Mr. Macdonald-Paterson) had 
been told J.,y Mr. Herbert and Mr. Ballard, 
and, he believed, by Mr. Stanley also, that there 
\Vas not ::t better surveying engineer in Aus
tralia than Mr. Hannam: That was all he had 
to say on the subject. He simply rose to show that 
J-"'r. Paterson'6 a,]>pointlnent in the Governn1ent 
Service dated further back than was stated, and 
to corroborate what J\Ir. Fergnscn, who had 
known him for twenty years, had said on the 
subject. He thought it was a great pity that a 
professional1nan who can1e out here, and \Va,<; 
sober and industrious, working from daylight to 
dark, and giving satisfaction to his superior 
officers, should find himself only receiving £400 a 
year, after twenty-two years' residence in the 
colony. He pitied him and pitied his superiors 
even more. That was the first time his brother's 
name had been mentioned in that House, and ho 
sincerelv hoped it would be the last. His case 
was omi of those which he thought the Govern
nlent nlight give to the gentlen1an who was 
going to the old country to lecture, with the 
view of showing the people how desirable it was 
to emigrate to Queensland. It would show 
what an attractive place the colony was for 
young professional men who earned the esteem 
and respect of their superiors. 

The MINISTER l<'Oll WORKS said that was 
the first time he had heard any complaints about 
1\Ir. Pagan. If he knew there was anything wrong 
he would, of course, rectify it ; but he did not. 
1\fr. Paterson's name had also been alluded to. 
He had never received any application from that 
gentleman ; he seemed to be very well contented 
with his positi<m. He (the Minister for 'Narks) 
found that J\Ir. Paterwn was actually receiving 
£50 a year more than JVIr. Pagan. ::VIr. Paterson 
received £5f)O a year, while 1Ir. Pagan only 
received £400, and £100 allowance. 
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The Hox. J. l\I. :UACIWSSAN: You h:we 
1nade :1 111i;-:;take. 

The l\ILi'\ISTEIC FOit \YORKS said l\Ir. 
Paterson had never made any applicatiou, to his 
kno1.vled.ge, and, as for l\fr. Pagan, he had never 
heard ln" name before that night, except that 
he was employed on the Bundabercc and :Mount 
Perry Hail way. " 

The Hos. J.l\f. l'.IACROSSAN said of cmme 
the Minister for \Vorks nndcrstood that thev 
were not nutking any cornplaint~ ag-ainst hini'. 
The hem. gentleman was mistaken when he 
Sflid 1\fr. PaterHOll \V:'tS receivjng £50 a year Hl01'8 

than .Mr. Pagan. The latter gentlenmn was 
down on the Estimates for £.500 a year ::m cl £200 
allowance, which n1ade £700; \vhe;eas 11r. 
Paterson's emoluments only amounted to £;)ii0. 

The MIKISTEH J<'OR WORKS said he had 
explained to the hon. member that lVlr. Pagan 
had only £400 a year salary, and £100 ll year 
allowttnce. 

The Ho:-<. J. :\I. l\IACROSSAN stticl the hon. 
gentleman did not explain thttt at all. He did 
not know whether the hon. gentleman spoke 
from information he lmd got in the ccallery 
but he (Hon. J. M. J\lacrossan) knew th~t J\1/ 
PagAn hn,d been in charge of the BuiHlabero
alll! li,Iount Perry Hailway, and h:td been i;'; 
receipt of the incom~ he mentioned-namely 
£:,oo a year 11s ;mbry, £200 allowance, total £7o·o: 
Mr. Paterson harl £·±00 a year, and £150 allow
ance, total, £550. 

Mr. :In~RGUSOX said the Minister for 
\Vorks had stated that ::VIr. Paterson was receiv
ing _£i)50 n. year. I'\ ow that gentlern:1,n's salary 
was £400 a year. His allowance was £150 
which was not sutficient for the travellin; 
expences of a surveyor who had to provide hi~ 
own horses and forage, and he would therefore 
have to pay part of such expemtes out of the 
£400. It could not therefore be said that Mr. 
Paterson \Vas receiving £050 a year. 

The PHKMIER. srcid he thought they might 
get on wrth the buemess now. But before they 
l"'·'"ed the vote he wished to remark that it was 
scarcely fair for hon. members to >ettack the con
duct of a Govenunent departruent in connection 
with matters of which the Minister could know 
nothing. l\Iinisters were not omniscient : they 
did not know every officer in the departrcrerit 
together with his qualifications or disqualifica
tir~ns. N oitl:er did a IHinister know 11nything of 
gnev~uces till they were brought before hirn ; 
hut rf, when they were brought under his 
notice, he did not act fairly then he was to 
blame. Yet as much heat had been displayed 
over li,Ir. Pagan and :i\Ir. Paterson as if his 
hem. colleague had been aware of all the thin~s 
that had hem said about them, which he heel~d 
for the first time to-night. If anyone was to 
blame, it was the hon. member for Townsville 
for appointing :i\Ir. Pagan over the head of 
li,Ir. Paterson. 

The Hox. J. M. J\IACHOSSAN said the Iron. 
gentlernan was preu,ching a doctrine he never 
preached or practiLed before. How many times 
when he sat on the Government benche.e had he 
been attacked by the hem. gentleman for offences 
committed by the officers in the department 
over which he presided? He did not attack 
the Government at all; and if any heat wa' 
displayed it w:ts beoanse of inform>Ltion conveyed 
to the .\Iinister for \Vorks which he (Hon. ,f .. :\1. 
l\[acrossan) hcJi8\·ed to be untrue. The ::\Iinister 
for \Vorks lnu:-;t act on the iufornHttion he got, 
and so must e\·ery other Minit;ter; but a certain 
anwunt of di:.;crction 11lnt5t be exerci;::;e(1, They 
wore not 'Yi."hing to Ntop the E . ..,tiulatcH; bt~t 
there waR a tilne for the dit;cnsNion of grieva.nce:-
and each item with which " gl'im·ance was con~ 

nected must be discussed, no matter how long it 
took. The hon. member talked as if he were under 
the impression that :i\Tr. Pagan's want of ability 
had been known to rmml,ers on the Opposition 
side for a long time. He (Hon. J. JVI. :i\facrossan) 
had known of it for some time, but not for a long 
titue; and the corrobora.tion of the hon. Incrnber 
for Rockhan1pton Kns quite nnexpected by hirn, 
for l\Ir. J'agan's name had not ]Jadsecl Lctween 
him am! anv member of that Committee till 
that night. ~Re had no np] •ortunity of bringing 
the matter forward before the vote under 
consideration was mo.-ecl, or he should have clone 
so. Could he be expected to go to the i\linister 
for \Vorko and tell him what he knew? It must be 
clone openly in that Committee if at all ; and that 
was the proper time to do it. No more heat 
had been displayed and no more time had been 
lost than was absolutely neces.sttry, and he !roved 
the di,cnssion that had taken place would have 
the effect of making the :i\Iinister for \Vorks 
have an inquiry into the relative merits of the 
man who was to he district engineer, and of the 
one who was to be placed under him as his 
aRsistant. 

The l\IIKISTER FOR WOHKS asked why 
the !ron. member for Townsville did not appoint 
:i\fr. l'aterson to the position instee~d of :i\fr. 
Pag:1n? 

The Hox. J. M. l\L'\.CROSSAN: Bec,ausc he 
"'·as nerer recon1n1endecL 

l\Ir. AltCHER said the hon. member for 
Tovns.-ille a<lmitted that he made the a pp<>int
mcnt on the recommendati<m of the Chief 
Engineer, and then he \vas taken to taf.lk. There 
hnd been no attack rnacle on the Governnwnt; 
but the hon. member for Townsvillo, having dis
covered that the appointment was a mbtal<e, now 
gave the ::Vlinister for \Vorks the information so 
that he might rectify the mistake. As for 
stopping the }<};timates, there \nts not the 

, slighteHt wish to do anything of the kind. 
(/nestion put and passed. 
The ?IHNISTEH T'OR WOHKS moved that 

the snm of £2:->6 Le granted for tlw construction 
Rta.ff, Bnnd.1,berg 1\..n,ilwa~?· 'rhe vote \VaH for 
three months, und the money h::tcl already been 
ptticl. 

Question put and pas.sccl. 
The :\HNISTEH FOR \VORKS movecl that 

the snm of £D,47G be grante<l for salaries in con
nection with Extension Surveys. There \Vas an 
iHcre>tse to the Inspecting Surveyor, .Mr. Phillips, 
and the hon. member for Townsville was prolm
hly aware that that officer was entitled to the. 
increase. 

The Hox. J. l\I. MACROSSAN: Hear, hear! 
Mr. Phillips is well entitled to it. 

Question put and passed. 
The l\IINTSTER FOR WOHKS moved that 

the sum of £7,212 be granted fort he genom! stttff, 
Central and l'lorthenr Railway. The increa.se 
we~.; accounted for hy the fact that there were 
sixteen additional men. 

The HoN. ,T. M. ~lACROSSAN sairl he did 
not think they could criticise tlre remaining- n,tes 
with the ,~,nme ex1)ectation of getting infonnati1)n 
that they got on the other Yotes, seeing that 
the Chief Engin0er of the Korthern Di.,trict was 
not present. They conic! not expect the Com
missioner to give ft,") fn]l infonnn.tion as tJ1e 
:Engineer. }Te ~hon1d like to know the rcaf-:nn of 
the enormous increase from £:3,712 to £7,212? 

The MINJSTI<:It FOH \VOHKS said it ap 
pec.retl th:1t n la,rge llllllllJer of nwn hafl been 
]Jaitt fonuu·Jy out of Cuutingcuuies in the 
Northcm dist'rid, but they wer~ 11ow pnt down 
on the Estimates. 
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The HoN. J. 1\1. MAGEOSSAN sttid he knew 
n great many men used to be pttid from Contin· 
gencies in tho Northern district ; bnt were all 
the officers JXtid from Continge1,cies, seeing the 
vote was so great? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said no; not 
all. Provision had to be made for additionnl 
lines thttt had been cttrried on. ::\Ir. Bttllard had 
had to make provi,ion for the Cook town Railway. 
~rhe principal Assistant .Engineer \Vt1S a ne\v 
office, bnt not n new man. 

The Ho:.r. J. M. MACIWSSAN: I know 
him. 

The MINISTER IrOR WORKS said the 
Assistant J~ngineer had to make provision for 
the carrying out of the Cooktown Railway. 

The HoN. J. M. JYIACROSSAN said he 
believed the hon. gentleman alluded to Mr. 
Delisser as principal Assistant Engineer. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. 

The HoN. J. :\I. MACROSSAN said he knew 
there were a great many more railways under 
construction in the North than there were two 
years ago. He was not going to oppose the 
vote. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTBR FOR WORKS moved that 
n sum of £2,245 be granted for the Central and 
Clermont Railway. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Who is the 
district engineer on this vote ? 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS : Mr. 
Gwynneth. He had seen the officer, nncl be· 
!ieved he was most efficient. 

The HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN said he saw 
the Engineer had reduced the number of sub· 
inspectors from five to t'vo. vV as that in conse· 
quence of the Clermont Branch having been 
finished? He supposed it must be. 

The MINISTEg lcOR WORKS: Yes. 

Question put and passed. 

'fhe MINISTER l•'OR WORKS moved that 
a sum of £:)78 be granted for the Spring-sure 
Hailway. Tenders had been called for the line, 
and the amount set down made provision for six 
months for the construction staff. 

Mr. AHCHER said he was rather snrprised to 
see the ttrnonnt that had been put down. There 
was £150 for the Assistant Engineer, which would 
bo at the rate of £300 a year, and he also g-ot 
£100 for allowances. The officers.they had been 
discus·;ing got much more than that. £400 was 
the full salary of the Assistant l<~ngineer, including 
allowances, while out of that he had to find horses, 
forage, and the usual etceteras. Might he ask 
who was the Assistant District Engineer? 

The MINISTER FOI~ WORKS said no 
n ppointment had been made ; but the officer 
to be appointed would work under the District 
Engineer, Mr. Gwynneth. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
tt sum of £1,355 be granted for the Mackay 
Railway. ' 

The HoN. ,T. M. MACROSSAN askerl, how 
was it that there wtts an officer mentioned in 
tlmt vote who did not appear nnywhere else 
except in the Estimates for the Cooktown line? 
He believed Mr. vVatson, the pay.clerk on the 
Northern Ttailwny, an~nvered for the sarne pur
pose. \Vhat w"". the duty of " durk allll store· 
keeper'! He was a civili:tn, he presumed, and 
not connected with engineering. 

The MINISTER JWH WORKS said he was 
S11l'l'rised at the hon. gentleman asking such a 
question after ha vin:; been in the office so long 
himself. Could not the hon. member find some· 
thing else to a<k al1out '? 

Question put and passed. 
The MINISTEH FOR WORKS moved that 

a sum of £2,070 be granted for the Northern 
Railway, construction staff. A few additional 
men had be8n nppoiuted, nnd that made up the 
difference between £1,730 and £2,070. 

The HoN. J. M. J\IACROSSAN said he saw 
that the number of sub·inspectors had been re. 
duced, and he thought that was scarcely jucJi. 
cious economy. There was only one first· 
class inspector, a second·class inspector, and 
a sub·inspector, but there were two sub·ins11ec· 
tors before. He thought, from the length 
of line under construction, a grettter number 
of inspectors were required. Of course he 
knew there were two engineers, but the 
work of superintending construction and look· 
ing after the contractors wtts clone by the 
inspectors, and not bJ; the engineers at all. 
Who was the District Engineer? 

The Mii\ISTER I•'OR WOHKS said the 
District Engineer was Mr. McArthur ; nnd a 
first-class inspector had been appointed, one of 
the sub-inspectors having been 'clone away with. 

The HoN. J. M. i\fACROSSAN said he was 
very glad that Mr. Mc) .. rthnr had got a good 
position. After his long service in the North he 
deserved it. He would tell the lv:rinister for vVorks 
what h@ had heard nbout one oft he inspectors upon 
that railway. About nine months ago-he would 
not be sure about the time-a man wns taken 
from Charters Tower" who httcl no knowledge 
whatever of railway construction, and he was 
made an inspector. If that was the case it was 
something very serious, for, as he had said before, 
the real work of looking after the contractors 
was done by the inspectors ; and if a man had no 
knowled:.e of railway construction, what inspec· 
tion could he made? He knew that the man 
was sent for a couple of months to another line 
to get some instruction; but that was not the 
way to appoint Government inspectors. The 
Government inspectors should be men having 
some knowledge, and not only that, but tt good 
knowledge of railway construction acquired by 
experience. · 

The l'iiiNISTEH FOR WOHKS said he was 
perfectly aware that there were men on the 
Northern railwnys who were not as much good 
as they might be. Mr. Ballard had complained 
to him very recently that he was compelled to 
put on quite ravl n1en-n1en ne\V to the \vork
ancl he asked permission to bring one or two 
engineers flom New South Wales, representing 
that he was acquainted with a very efficient 
engineer. He gave him permission to appoint 
him ; anrl he was quite snr]lrised that no hon. 
member had got up yet and denounced him for 
bringing a decent man from New South vVales, 
although he dared say it might be done yet. 

Mr. ARCHEU said there was no fear of any. 
one denouncing the Minister for vlforks for 
bringing efficient men here. He would ask if 
the inspector who was taken from Charters 
Towers, and sent to learn his business on the 
Northern Railwtty, was recommended by lYir. 
Ballard? 

'fhe MINISTEH FOR WOHKS : Mr. Dal· 
lard recommem::ls his own officers. 

Mr. ARCHER : I am very glad to hear thttt 
he does. 

Tlte Hox .. J. l'vl. l'vL\CHOSSAi\ said the hon. 
gentleman was not the only l'viinister who had 
brought engineers from New South vVales. He 
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did so himself when he wn,s ;\[inister for \Vorks, 
and in ono of them, he was sorry to say, he made 
n, 1nistake. 

The MINISTER JCOR WORKS : You ran a 
grc:tt risk in doing it. 

The HoN. J. M. ~IACROSSAN said he 
believed the other one was a. very g::1od officer ; 
but Mr. Bn.llard ought to he in a position to 
pick up smne men 'vhorn he kne\v, to prmnote 
them to the rank of inspectors without taking 
1nen who, for all he knew, knew nothing ::tbnut 
railway construction. If he were riot in n 
position to do thn,t, it wa,s his own fault, for 
he (Hon. J. ~I. l'vlacro~san) knew many com
petent men who could be had down here. l<'or 
instance, l'vir. Ballard had men who were called 
rnaintenance nren, and son1e of then1 111ight 
have been appointed. Just bncy ::VIr. Ballard 
passing over those rncn and taking ah:.;olute 
novices to the work ! The thing was not 
right ; if he could not get men on the Central or 
Southern lines, he should ask the l'viinister for 
\Vorks to ask the Engineer here to recommend 
someone. That had been done before. The man 
in charge of the maintenance on the Townsville 
line was a working rnan on the Southern line 
until he was selected and sent up there. He did 
not see \vhy rnen working on the Northern line.s 
should not get promotion on the Southern, or 
why men working on the Southern should not get 
prornotion in theN ort~. The engineers ought to 
work together to appomt good men. 

Question put and passed. 

The l\IINISTJ~R FOR WORK.:'\ moved that 
£1,100 be voted for the Eavenswoocl Railway. 

l\fr. ARCHER asked if the attention of the 
Minister for \Y orks been called to, or had he 
himself seen, the report that appeared in a paper 
recently about the opening of the line in question, 
He did not want to raise '" discussion ; but he 
would ask the hon. gentleman if he had seen 
the charges brought against a railway sernlnt? 

The MTl\IS'fER FOH WORKS s<tid he had 
heard a report from the Traffic l'vfanag-cr, who 
was charged with a dereliction of duty. Of 
course he could not deal with the c:cse now. 
He thought it was a matter of too much picnick
ing. 

Mr. ARCHER: Will you imtuire into it? 
The MINISTER ]'OR WOHKS: I "ill see 

into the matter. 
The HON. J. M. MACROSSAN srtid he be

lieved that a great m:111y of the complaints that 
had been made against the Traffic :Manager on the 
Northern line were because he was doing his 
duty too strictly. There was a remarkable 
incident in the report he read, th»t when the 
train with the picnickers was going hmne from 
HaY ens wood Junction one of the men fell out 
when it was going along, and could not coin
rnunic:tte with the guard, and they left him 
sitting upon the ground, and looking n1ost aston
ished at the train leaving him. The man was 
seemingly unhurt ; he did not know whether 
the Minister for \Vorks had heard of that. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER lcOR WOEKS moved that 
£l,G82 be voted for the Cooktown R>tilway. 

The HoN .. J. M. MACHOSSAN said that, now 
they had got nearly through the Estimates, he 
wished to sav a word abont those staffs. Several 
of them seemed to be too big, judging from 
his O\Vn experience. He knew a railway in 
New South \Vales where there were be
tween 700,000 and 800,000 cuhic yards of earth
works, and the Government staff consisted 
of an engineer and two inspectors. There was 

no such work going on in Queenshtnd, and if 
there were he supposed that they would have 
half-a-dozen engineers and about twenty inspec
tors. 

The MIXISTEE lcOR WORKS said that 
that was l\lr. Balhud's estimate for the officnrs 
to carry out the work. If he were not Ilii~tnkf"ll 
the hol1. gentleman brought forward "' resolu
tion to place £5,000 UIJon the ~Estinw,tes ::t') a 
gmtuity to l\Ir. Ballard, and he gave that gen
tleman credit for having sttved the country a 
tremen,lons deal of money. Now he got up and 
said that was all wrong and the staff "-as too 
costly. 

The Hox .• J. :\I. :YIACROSSAN said the two 
things had no connection whatever. He did not 
speak particularly about the staff at Cooktown; 
he was alluding to all the staffs, and his ex
perience was rtnite as great as that of the l\Iinister 
for >V orb. \'Vhat he told the hon. gentleman 
was that he could mention a line on which nearly 
800,000 cubic yards of earth were being taken 
awny, and the whole Government staff was one 
engineer and two inspectors. They did their 
duty and they snw that the contractors die! theirs. 
He thought if ever he became Minister for \Vorks 
again he \vould n1ake a change. 

Que;tion put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
c£7,1UO be granted for the survey staff of the 
Central and Xorthern Divi,ion. There was a 
slight increase in the vote, but it was hardly 
\vorth taking notice of. 

Mr. BLACK said he could not let the vote 
pass withont remarking on the equanimit;;' of 
the hon. g-entleman. He told the Committee 
that there was a slight increase, but it was 
not much. But that slight increase vms 
£1,100 on the previous vote of £6,050. It was 
quite in accord with all the railw»y votes. The 
1Iinh;ter for \Y orks said, "::L\ ever 1nind ; vote it; 
it'o all right." But he (:\Ir. Black) thought it 
waR a very large increase. _As he had said earlier 
in the evening, he hoped that during the rece.'i~ 
the Coloni<1l Treasurer'o ambitious estimates 
would be realised, and that the l\Iinister for 
>V orks would take into consideration the possi
bility of reducing the constantly increa,;ing 
railwa~' expenditure. He thoug·ht there was 
a great deal of 14ound sense in the rcnwrk 
made by the hon. member for Townsville, in 
connection \Vith the district engiueerH, and 
the as,istant engineers. It seemed to be really 
necf-3SS:1ry that directly a new raih\7 ay line wa~ 
started they wanted a new and expensive staff 
-a district engineer ~.t £400, and one or two 
assistant engineer::;. He sttw no rerLson \vhy an 
engineer should not ticke charge of two or three 
of those Northern Iincs. :Economy migbt be 
vractised by redncing the ntnnb~r oi engineers. 
It wn,s not nece,sary for each railway to h<tve it.s 
own staff, with an engineer who did nothing 
but ride backwards and forwards during the 
construction. He hoped the Minister for \Vorks 
would take what he was saying in good 
part, because he was anxious to see as large an 
extent of railway carried on as practicable, and 
carried on economically. If they economi;;ed in 
the cost of construction, that meant that they 
would be able to make so many more miles of 
railway. He believed the hon. gentleman 
wished to see railwtty extension profitably carried 
out, and for the benefit of the colony; and it 
would be a good thing if, instead of spending a 
few thousand pounds in supenisinn, they could 
get <tn extra mile nr two of railway. It was 
qnitu evident from what had trans[Jired that 
an expensive staff Llid not mean efficiency in 
construction. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was 
surprised that the hon. member found fault with 
the vote. It was for surveys in the ::\' orth, and 
there was an increaAe of five men. He hoped 
the hon. member did not want to reduce the 
surveys up there. 

Mr. BLACK said the hon. gentleman had 
misunderstood what he said altogether. He was 
not referring to any rmrticular vote, but 
speaking in general terr:ns of the whole of the 
Rail way ],;stimates. It must be apparent to all 
hon. members that there was a sort of laxity in 
the department, and that economy ought to be 
studied very much more than it had been 
hitherto. He did not want to reflect on any 
particular line. It wa8 quite evident to hon. 
members that the Minister for \Vorks, in having 
to constantly consult the head of the department, 
was not quite t>S familiar with his department as 
other Ministers lmd been who hall preceded him; 
:md it would be far more sati8factory if the hen,d 
of the de]mrtment was allowed to come into the 
House and give the information. He did not 
wish the hon. member to mi8reprcsent what he 
had been saying. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS sfLid he wets 
glad he hac! misunderstuod the hon. member. 
His suggestions would have every consideration. 

Mr. STK\'l~NSON said he had not 'poken 
while these Estimates had been passing ; but he 
hfLd listened to a good deal that had been 
said, and on every vote he lmd heard 
reflections cast on the Chief Engineer. 
That gentleman had be,m Chief Engineer for 
twelve years. Hon. members on both sides had 
been in the habit of placing a good deal of stress 
on what had fallen from the hon. member for 
Townsville, who was for a good while ::\Iinister 
for "'Works. Now, ag they were likely to spend 
a great deal in the future in the construction of 
railways, it seemed to him a most extraordinary 
thing that so many charges should be brought 
agfLinst that gentleman without inquiry heingmade 
into them. The whole of the appointments were 
made on his recommendation, and rightly so too. 
The hon. member for T<>wnsville had admitted 
that he himself went on the recommendation of 
that gentleman; but now he said that he thought 
he was wrong in doing so. He (Mr. Stevenson) 
thought he was not wrong ; and he hoped the 
hon. member had been misled in the information 
he had since received, not only for the so,tisfac
tion of the public, but for the sake of the Chief 
J<~ngineer himself. As those charge8 had been 
made, there should be some inquiry into them. 
He hoped the charges were not well founded, and 
perhap8, on inquiry, it would be seen that that 
was the case. He hoped the Minister for \Vorks 
would have a real inquiry into the matter, and 
not a sham one. 

Question put and passed. 
The PHENIIER moved that a sum of £788 18s. 

be granted as a supplementary vote for the 
Legislative Council and Assembly. 

Mr. ARCHER said he thought it was time to 
stop. 

The PHEJ\III~R said a very hrge proportion 
of the items on the Supplementctry Estimates 
had been expended by the hon. gentleman him
self. The item he had moved explained 
itself. 'l'he previous items did not need parlia
mentary sanction ; they were only put there for 
the information of hon. member8. 

Mr. ARCHER said they had been asked to 
meet that night without sufficient wttrning, after 
having been allowed to understand that they 
would not meet at all. It was not till half.an
hour before the House adjourned the previous 
night that he knew of the arrangement. The 
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hon. leader of the Opposition and his chief sup
porters were not prooent ; yet the hon. gentle
man tried to carry on the business beyond the 
usual hour. He thought it would be better to 
move the Chairman out of the chair. He did 
not understand the Premier's sardonic laugh. 

The PREMIER : Y on have been extremely 
amusing all the evening. 

Mr. ARCHER said they wanted now to go 
home and have a sleep, and they would get on 
with the business next day all the better for 
doing so. It would probably not have been so 
amusing if the Minister for \Vorks had known 
more about his own busines8, and had been less 
insulting occasionally. He could not see the 
necessity for going on any longer. 

The PREMIER asked if the hon. member 
could sug·gest any hem. member who was not 
present and who was likely to wish to discuss 
any items on those Estimates. It was not usual 
that there should be any lengthy discussion on 
Supplementary Estimates. \V ere there any hon. 
members unexpectedly absent-understanding 
that the House would not sit-who desired to 
discuss those E.stimates ? 

Mr. AHCHER said they were not unex
pectedly absent. They were absent in conse
quence of the statement made by the Premier. 
The Premier had told them there would only be 
three sitting nights this week, aml was it worth 
while to go on after 11 o'clock at night? It 
would be far better to move the Chairman out of 
the chair. Not that he made any threat; he had 
never in hi8 life tried to obstruct business; but 
people were apt to get fighta ble if they were kept 
late. He thought they had a right to go home 
at 11 o'clock and get a little sleep. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman had 
been misunderstanding everything that had been 
said by the Minister fen \Vorks and himself 
in a most extraordinary manner. He had asked 
the hon. gentleman whether he thought any 
members who were not present probably desired 
to discuss some items in those Estirnates--

Mr. ARCHER: I am certain they do. 
The PREMIER : And whether they would 

have good ground of complaint if the Estimates 
were brought on unexpectedly. The hon. mem
ber took up what he said in the very opposite 
sense to which it was intended. He would be 
very sorry indeed to take ad vantage of the 
accidental absence of any hon. member. 

Mr. ARCHER said it was not the slightest 
use for the hem. member to argue like a 
lawyer and make points. The fact was, there 
were hon. members absent simply because the 
Premier had told them there would be no House. 
They would want information about those 
votes, as the hon. member knew well; and, 
therefore, he ought now to move the Chairman 
out of the chair, and ask leave to sit again. 
He knew there were hon. members absent who 
would like to discuss the items, and thev were 
ab8ent on account of the Premier's own· state
ment. 

The PRE:HIER said the hon. gentleman had 
now given a good reason why they should 
adjourn, and under the circumstances he cer
tainly had no desire to go on. There was nothing 
in the Estimates to occupy much time ; but if 
any hon. member woulll hfLve a fair ground of 
complaint if they came on unexpectedly, that 
was sufficient reason for not going on with them. 
Before they adjourned, he would s'ty that for 
the remainder of the session they would pro
bably ask the House to sit till a later hour. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA 
SURER, the CHAntMAN left the chair, reported 
progres8, and obtained leave to sit again to
morrow. 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
the re8olutions of the Committee of Sui'l'lY be 
received to-morrow. 

Question put and passed . 

.ADJOURI'\1\IE~T. 

The PllE~11EH, in 1noving thr> ndjnnrnn1ent 
of the Jf on se, R:-ti(1 : 'l'o-nWJTow we propose to 
take the nwtions of the hn11. J\Iini~t--~1· for \Vm·ks 
for the appto\'al of sorne ntihvay~, in order th~;,t 
the Legislative Council, ,vho ha \Te in ovory cm·e 
to :tppoint a select cmnndtteG to inquire into 
the construction of rail'\~;,y linc3, and ,,it frmn 
d>by to cby, mlby not be unnecesslbrily dobye'l. 
After th>bt we propose to take into considemtion 
the amPnclmonts of tlw Lc:,;·iolative Cmmeil in 
the Crown Lancls Bill. 

The House adjourned :et 11 o'clock. 

Extens·ion. 




