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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesday, 9 Decembe1·, 1884. 

Question.- Petitions. -Itecruiting Natives in 1\ ... ew 
Guinea.- Supply -resumption of committee.
l\Iessage from the Legislative CounciL-Crown IJands 
Bil1.-Divisional Boards Agricultural Drainage Bill. 
-l\faryborough and Urangan Railway Bill.-Jury 
Bill.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. MACFARLANE asked the Colonial 

Treasurer-
1. Is it true that the bargemen employed on the 

Brisbane River had to work seventy-four hours for the 
six days ended 29th 1\ ... ovember? 

2. What hours are the men supposed to work in the 
week? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) replied-

1. The hours worked by the bargemen on the Bris
bane RiYer during the week ending 29th ~ovember, 
allowing for meal-hours, were as follows :-

~autilus ... 57 hours 15 minutes 
Schnapper ... 58 20 
Dugong 56 35 

2. The dredges work from fifty-eight to sixty honrs 
per week, and dredgemen from fifty to fifty-two hours 
per week, and the barges and bargemen as near these 
hours as possjble to suit the work of the dredges. 

In cases of emergency. men are required to work 
additional hours when necessary and provide watchmen 
for Sundays and holidays. 

As compared with local and coasting steamers these 
hours are very favourable. 

PE'riTIONS. 
Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from 

certain residents of Rockhampton in reference 
to the title of certain lands purchased by them 
which had since been claimed by a member of 
the firm of Smith and Burnet, of Rockhampton, 
after an absence of seventeen years from the 
colony, and moved that it be read. 

Question put and passed, and petition read at 
length by the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. ARCHER, the petition 
was received. 

The HoN. SIR T. MoiLWRAITH presented 
a petition from residents of the Laidley district, 
against the construction of the proposed Laidley 
Creek Branch Railway, and moved that it be 
read. 

Question put and passed, and petition read at 
length by the Clerk. 

On the motion of the HoN. SIR T. MciL
·wRAITH, the petition was received. 

RECRUITING NATIVES IN NEW 
GUINEA. 

The HoN. SIR T. MoiLWRAITH, in rising 
to give notice of the following motion-

That there be laid on the table of the House, copy 
of all corrm~pondence between His Excellency and the 
Imperial Government last year on the subject of recruit
ing kanakas in )lew Guinea and adjacent islands; and 
also all telegrams and letters on the same subject 
between the Colonial Secretary and the various ports-
said: In order to save time in regard to this matter, 
I would point out to the Premier what corres
pondence exists, that I think it is important that 
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the House should be in possession of. Lord 
Derby last year sent a telegram on the subject of 
recruiting kanakas on the coast of ]'\ ew Guinea 
and the adjacent islands. Consefjuent on that 
telegram, action was taken by the Colonial 
Secretary's Office to prevent recruiting at those 
islands, and information was asked from, and 
instructions were given, at the various ports 
that no such recruiting should take place. That, 
from my recollection, was clone by telegram 
tinder my direction. Then there was a com
munication from the Colonial Secretary's 0 ffice 
to his Excellency the Governor, who wrote a 
despatch to Lord Derby, embodying the views 
of the Government, and saying what had been 
done up to that time. Now, at the present time, 
in the interests of the cause of justice, it is 
necessary that those facts should be placed before 
the public ; and the Colonial Secretary can 
expedite the matter by speaking to His Ex
cellency, and getting the papers placed on the 
table sooner than they otherwise would be by 
making my resolution to-morrow. 

The PREMIER: The papers cannot possibly 
be produced until next week. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: Why? 
The instructions given can be obtained by 
telegram ; I can give the dates. I hope the 
Colonial Secretary understands what corres
pondence I mean. There is the first telegram 
from Lord Derby, inquiring whether recruiting 
had taken place, or was likely to take place, on 
the coast of New Guinea. Then thAre is the action 
taken by the then Colonial Secretary-myself 
-consequent on that telegram, ascertainin~ .by 
inquiry at the various ports whether recrmtmg 
had taken place ; the instructions that no 
recruiting was to be allowed on the islands 
mentioned; and also a 1'esnme of the information 
given by me to His Excellency, who wrote a 
despatch home on the subject. I presume that 
I need not now give the notice of motion for 
to-morro,v. 

The PREMIER : You may as well place the 
motion on the paper. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: I will 
do so. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION OF COM
MITTER 

,The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
the Speaker leave the chair, and the House go 
into Committee of Supply, fnrther to consider the 
Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWHAITH said: Can 
the Colonial Secretary give us any information 
with regard to the length of the recess that we 
are likely to have after Christmas? Hon. mem
bers who live in the country ought to have their 
time and convenience studied ; and I believe the 
Government have now made up their minds as 
to the recess we are to have after Christmas. 

The PREJiiii:B;R said: Mr. Speaker,-What 
the Government propose at present is to sit 
during the whole of next week. What they 
desire is that next week will finish the business, 
but we cannot decide what we shall dv, if the 
business is not finished, until that time arrives. 
The future course of bu"iness will depend entirely 
upon the state of business at the end of next 
week. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH : Will we 
sit after Christmas ? 

The PREMIER: I cannot say until the end 
of next week. If there is only one week's busi
ness to be done the Government will take a very 
different course to that which they would pursue 
if there were three weeks' business to get through. 
I hope there will be very little to be done at the 
end of next week. 

The Hos. J. i'>L MACROSSA}\": 'l'he country 
members will not be able to get home before 
Christmtcs. 

The PREMIER : Yes, they will, every one of 
them. 

The Ho:-~. J.,JYI. MACROSSAN: Next Satnr• 
day week will be the 20th December. 

The PRE::YIIER: Every one of them will get 
home before Christmas. 

'l'he Hem. J. :!\f. JliiACllOSSAX: I am very 
glad to hear it. 

Question put and passed, and the House went 
into Committee. 

Question-That there be granted for the ser
vice of Her Jliia.iesty, for the year 188::1-4, a sum 
not exceeding £222,4UO to defray the expenses of 
the Southern and Western Railway. 

Mr. NORTO~ asked whether the Minister 
for \Vc,rks could explain the large increase in the 
number of employes. 'fhere were put down on 
the Estimates G5 station-masters, 40 clerks 
at stations, 52 guards, 200 porters, points
men, signalmen, and watchmen, and 100 gttte
keepers. The increase was very large-about 
180. It seemed a very extraordinary increase in 
one year. 

The MINISTER :U'OR WORKS said the 
ho11. member would remember that there was a 
considerable increase in the lines open for traffic ; 
and provision ha<l to be made for the Brisbane 
V alley and l<'assifern branches. Besides that, 
some of the men had been working very long 
hours-as much as eighteen hours. 

:Mr. NORTOX asked whether they were to 
understand that the object in putting all those 
men on the Estimates was to enable the Jliiinister 
for \Vorks to reduce the hours? If that w>Ls the 
object, then he could understand it. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
men would not all be employer! at once ; but 
they would be required, and it was necessary to 
make provision for the completion of new lines 
and extensions. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he would point ont that 
on the last Estimates there were 5G gate
keepers, coAting £2,000. For 1884-iS there were 
100 gtLtekeepers, and they got £2,ii00. \Vere 
thos,; 44 extra men employed simply for 
a few hours at night to relieve the iiG ? The 
Estimates showed that tlwse 44 men only en
tailed an extra expenditure of £500 a year. 
vV ere they intended to relieve . some of the 
others of some extra hours at mght, so as to 
enable the permanent men to have less hours? 
He presumed that was the object. 

The :MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
number had been increased because it was neces
sary to make provision for the branch lines he 
had mentioned. 

Mr. FERG"GSON said there seemed to be a 
o'ood many station-masters. The :Minister for 
Works told them last night that he selected 
the most intelligent men in the department as 
station-masters. The average salary they received 
was £2 15s. a week, and last night it was proved 
that the hours they worked were from sixteen to 
eighteen a day .. He did not think the remur:era
t.ion was sufficient for such hours, espeCially 
when they were told that the best an<! most 
intelli"ent men were selected from the Hail way 
Department for those positions. Then he 
noticed that there were five assistant station
masters who received £3 a week, which was 
more than that received by the station-masters. 
The station-masters had very particular duties 
to perform. 'l'hey had to prevent accidents, 
for instance, and therefore they must be men 
well capable of performing their duties; but 
it could not be expected that capable men 
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could be got to perform the duties for such 
a salary as that. There were clerks, young boys, 
in the departlllent g-etting more than the station
masters. They could not expect anything else 
than that accidents would happen, for a better 
class of men could not be expected to undertake 
the duties for such a sahtry. 

Mr. SCOTT said that he noticed that eleven 
extra station-masters who hetd been appointed got 
about £!Jl a yee~r each; while five assistant station
mttsters cost £800, which was very much in excess 
of £100 a year. Perha1m the hon. gentleman 
coulu explain that. 

Thir. BLACK said he could not understand 
the item for gatekeepers, which had been several 
times referred to. He founu that 5() gate
keepers had been receiving up to the present 
time £2,000 a year amongst them, which was 
an a1·erage of £3() each. They found now 
that in future 100 were to receive £2,fi00 
amongst them, or an average of £25 each. He 
would like the Minister for vV orks to explain 
whether the gatekeepers had hitherto heen over
pttid, or what wtts the reason of the average 
reduction from £3G to £25. 

The lVIIXI8TER :FOR WORKS said they 
were paid under the head of " Subdivision," and 
he presumed the schedule would show how it 
occurred. He W>~S not then in a pn£ition to say 
exactly what waR the actual salary each gate
keeper received, because sometimes the gate
keepers were the wives of men on the line, and 
in many eases they were allowed a house to live 
in as ren1uneration for their :-:ervices. 

:Mr. SCOTT said he did not know whether the 
lVIinister for Works heard what he said before, 
or whether the hon. gentleman rlid not intend to 
give an answer. Eleven extra station-masters 
were appointed this year, and received £91 each, 
while there were five assistant station-masters 
who received £180 per year- nearly double. 
Could the hon. gentleman explain how that 
occurred? 

The :MINISTER J:l'OR WORKS sa,id he pre
sumed that officers received little salary where 
there was but little work for them to do. They 
coulu hardly expect a station-master at Brisbane 
or Toowoom ba to receive only the same salaries 
as station-masters on some of the branch lines 
where there was little or nothing to do. 

l\l r. SCOTT said the explanation was not satis
factory. He did not think that a station-master 
could live on £00 per annum. It was not fair to 
)'ay simply labourer's wages to men in such 
responsible situations, while at the same time 
assistant station-masters received £180. 

The HoN. J. M. MAClWSSAN asked if 
the l\linbter for vVorks could inform the Com
mittee where those five assistant station-masters 
were posted? 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said they 
were at no particular stations. One of them would 
probably be at lhley; and where the others were 
he _was not in a position to say. They would 
reheve those station-master8 who were on duty 
for very long hours. 

The HoN. J. M. :MACIWSSA~ said that 
explanation would hardly apply ; because, if the 
station-master ttt Oxley had long hours, the 
station-master at Indooroopilly had also long 
hours, and the ~tation-masters at all the stations 
between there and Brisbane had the same. They 
were on duty from the time the first train pa~sed 
in the morning till the last train at night. There 
could be no difference that he could see. 

The :MII\ISTER :FOR WORKS said the first 
train left Brisbane at half-past 5 in the morning, 
and the through passen,rer train from Mitchell 
arrived somewhere at aJJotlt half-past 10 o'clock 

at night ; and he had come to the conclusion 
to place assistant station-masters at the stations 
where the hours were long-est. 

The Ho~ .• J. M. MACROSSAN said that was 
quite true. He was not ttsking that those men 
should have long hours ; but if the argument 
applied to Oxley it would also apply to Indooroo
pilly as the station-master must be there to 
recei~e and despatch trains. There was a train 
later than that mentioned by the Minister for 
vVorks. There was a train which left Brisbane 
for Ipswich at a quarter past 11 o'clock at 
night, and the station-master, or his assistant, 
had to be on duty to receive and despatch that 
train. lf the hon. gentleman was going in for 
shortening hours, he would be with him ; but 
he did not see how he could do so with five 
assistant station-masters. It woulu require more 
than that number to shorten the hours of station
masters between Brisbane anu Ipswich even. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked 
how the Minister for vVorks vroposed to shorten 
the hours of the station -masters, when he had 
exactly the same number of station-masters on 
the Estimates this year as he had last year, and 
a greater length of line ? 

The MINISTEH J:l'OR WOHKS said that 
wherever it was found that the hours of station
masters were too long, it was intended to give 
them an assistant. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
wished to know how the hon. gentleman in
tended to manage shortening the hours, with 
only five assistant sttttion-masters, when there 
was exactly the same number on the Estimates 
this year tts lttst yettr? 

The MINISTER FOE WORKS said that, 
of course, their placei< would be supplied by 
others. 'l'hey were continually training young 
men to enable them to take the position of 
assistant station-masters. 

:Yir. SCOTT said he would call the attention 
of the Mini,ter for Works to the Milton station. 
A train left Brisbane at half-past 5 in the morn
ing, which the station-master had to attend to, and 
there was a train leaving Brisbane at11·15 ]J.m., and 
he had to attend to passengers by that train also. 
That was eighteen hours a day the station-master 
had to be on duty, and it was too long to expect 
any man to attend to his work. If there was to 
be any relief, that station-master should get relief 
tts well as any other. There were people con
stantly getting out and getting in at the Milton 
station, and the station-master was at work 
eighteen hours every day. 

The l\IINISTEH :FOR WORKS said there 
were two station-masters at Brisbane; and at 
Indooroopilly, 1'0<nvong, and Oxley there was a, 
porter in each case to relieve the station-master 
and reduce the hours he had to work. 'l'he 
station-master at Oxley had, he believed, to work 
some fourteen or fifteen hours a day. 

Mr. SCOTT : \Vhat about Milton? 
The lVIINISTEll :FOR WORKS said there 

was no assistttnt at l\1ilton. The station-master 
had to be on duty long hours ; but there was 
very little traffic, and very little for him to do. 
It would be hardly possible to have two station
rnasters, or a station-rnaster and an assistant 
station-master, at Milton. 

Mr. SCOTT said he saw trains stopping con
stttntly at l\Iilton, and there was scarcely a train 
that someone did not get in or out of. It did 
not matter whether one or twenty passengers got 
out; the station-master had to he there and 
attend to the trains as they came in. The hours 
ought to be reduced ; they were a great deal too 
long. 
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The HoN. J. M. MAOROSSAN asked to how 
many hours a day the Minister would reduce the 
time the station-masters had to work? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
thought it was for the Traffic Manager to regulate 
the hours of labour. He himself could not 
attend to the regulation of the hours of labour of 
all the employes in the Government Service; he 
did not know whether the hon. gentleman did 
when he was in office. The Traffic Manager 
would inquire fully into the matter, and see that 
officers were not kept too long on duty so as to 
endanger the travelling public. 

The HoN. J. M. MAOROSSAN said that if 
the hon. gentleman considered it a great deal of 
work to say with a stroke of his pen whether 
station-masters should be employed ten, twelve, 
or eighteen hours, he must be getting very 
lazy indeed. It was not necessary for 
the hon. gentleman to inquire into the 
case of every station-master, porter, points
man, signalman, and watchman, but simply 
to say what he considered to be a fair day's 
work, and let the Traffic Manager manage the 
department according to that rule. If he left it 
entirely to the Traffic Manager, that gentleman 
would try to work the lines as economicallv as 
possible. Hitherto it had been left to the Traffic 
Manager by the various Ministers, and that was 
the reason why the men worked so long hours ; 
because there was pressure on the Commissioner 
and Traffic Manager to work the lines cheaply. 
The same pressure existed still, and it was for 
the hon. member to make up his mind and say 
how many hours be considered a fair day's work. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
thought that, for men whose duties were very 
light, ten or twelve hours a day would not be 
too much. The work was not laborious; but he 
would freely admit the hours had been too long, 
and he would have the matter inquired into and 
see if.it could be better arranged. 

Mr. NORTON said the station-muster at 
Milton always seemed to him to have a 
very sleepy look. Since the new time
table was framed, he had to get up earlier 
and get to bed later ; but he had never 
had any assistance. He had to be on duty 
to receive the first train at 5 '33 a. m. ; and the 
last train, according to the time-table, stopped at 
Milton at 12'49. No man should be expected to 
remain on duty all those hours. He had heard 
that on one occasion the station-master bud to 
be waked by a passenger who walked to the 
station from the train before the signal was 
given that the line was clear. Th>Lt showed the 
necessity for having a porter, or someone to 
relieve the station-master. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said from 5 
to 12 was certainly too long for a man to be on 
duty, and he would see that an alteration was 
made. It struck him as very curious that the 
hon. member had not discovered it before. The 
two ex-Ministers for Works seemed to know all 
those little weak points. One got up and fired a 
shot, and then up got the other. He was sur
prised that the hon. member for Port Ourtis had 
not found out about those long hours before. 
He would see that the matter was rectified. 

Mr. NORTON said that there had been a 
change in the circumstances since he was in 
office. Since the hon. member's new time-table 
came into force, the station-master had been 
occupied a great deal longer hours than before. 
It was since that time too, or about that time, 
that he heard from a passenger by one of the 
trains that he had to get out. The train could 
not go up to the station as the signal was not 
np, so he got out and volunteered to walk 

to the station and wake the station-mastfr. 
The hours now were longer than before. In 
regard to the ab8istant station-masters, there 
were five last year, and five this year. He pre
sumed they were stationed somewhere. He 
knew that one was at Brisbane, and another at 
Ipswich, and he thought there was one at Too
woomba. They were just the men who had 
been employed all along, and not new men 
whom it was intended to put on to relieve 
station-ma,ters. 

Mr. MAOJi'AHLANE said he thought they 
had occupied a considerable time in discussing 
station-master~ and gatehouse-keepers, and he 
wished to draw the attention of the Minister for 
Works to the Sunday truffic. He saw that there 
was £1,000 increase for Sunday traffic. He did 
not complain about that increase, for he believed 
it was put down for the purpose of paying the 
station- masters and gatehouse- keepers for 
attending to the Sunday trains. But he wanted 
to ask the Minister for W'orks whether it 
would not be well to confine the running 
of Sunday trains to the plan contained in 
the original resolution passed by the House. 
Most members would remember that, when 
the resolution was passed authorising the 
running of Sunday trains, it was to run only 
morning and evening trains each way. 

Mr. NOR TON: Does the resolution say 
that? 

Mr. MAOF ARLANE said he thought so, but 
he was speaking from memory, and had not 
referred to the resolution. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH : Quite 
right. 

Mr. MAOF ARLANE thought they were 
tending now to force the Sunday traffic rather 
more than at first. He did not see the necessity 
for that. It was sufficient to provide accommo
dation for one train each way. That was all 
that they should be asked to do, for the sake of 
the station-masters and gatehouse-keepers. It 
would give them a little more time to think of 
what they were doing, and a little more rest to the 
mind, if they had only a morning and an evening 
train to attend to. 'l'hey would then have some 
rest through the day, and that would possibly be 
the means of preventing uccidents during the 
week; for a man who did not get his Snnday rest 
could not be expected to attend thoroughly to his 
duties during the week. If the Minister for 
Works were just to adopt the old plan of run
ning excursion trains on Saturday with return 
tickets to Monday, a great deal of Snnday traffic 
might be prevented. It was well known that 
the principal Sunday traffic was down to Sand
gate. A good many people had not the privi
lege they used to have of a return ticket to 
Sandgate from the Saturday to the Monday. 
They could have a return ticket on Sunday, but 
they must return on the same day. If the 
Minister for Works would do as he suggested it 
would answer the purpose very well. He could 
charge full fares on Sunday for those who wanted 
Sunday travelling, and by that means reduce 
the Sunday traffic a great deal, and yet bring 
in, perhaps, as great a revenue as now. It 
would secure two things : it would not hurt 
the revenue, and it would give the station
masters and gatehouse-keepers a rest. And he 
must say that he thought it would also tend very 
much to the comfort of the people who wanted 
to have a day's outing at the seaside. At present 
they had to go down on the Sunday morning and 
must come up in the afternoon; and all they 
could do was to have a run on the beach and 
have a sniff of the sea air for a few hours. They 
cm1ld not remain all night. · 
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The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS said that, 
previous to the accident on the Sandgate Railway, 
t!Pre were few station-masters on duty on Sun
day trains, and the consequence was that they 
were not paid. Since that time the station-masters 
were on duty the same as on other days, and 
they had to be paid accordingly. That would 
account for some portion of the increase. 
The tmffic was much more than formerly. 
He could ::tssure the hon. member that 
he would ende::tvrmr to meet his views. At 
present they prevented all season ticket 
holders from travelling on Sundays. If they 
rlid travel on Sunday they had to pay their 
fares as other passengers did. Surely that 
wonlcl satisfy the hon. member! As to return 
tickets, the hon. member mnst remember very 
well tlmt when return tickets were done away 
with the fares were reduced considerably. Surely 
he rlid not want the fares reduced, and yet have 
the return tickets issued again ! 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked how 
the Sunday traffic was getting on-whether it 
\vas increatiing, and increasing to a profit? 

The :\HNISTER FOR WORKS said there 
wa-; a ~light increa~e in the Sunday traffic, and 
that it W«s ::tbout paying working expenses. It 
lu1d clone a little better lately. 

The Hox. SrR T. MciLWRAITH said that 
the hon. member for Ipswich said he wished to 
::tssist the Sunday traffic considerably, not by 
giving better inducernents to run n1ore trains, 
but to run fewer ::tncl make the passengers pay 
a9 mnch as possible. Did the hon. :Minister for 
\Vorb think he could succeed in making the 
Sunday traffic more profitable that way? 

Mr. HOH\VITZ said he hoped there would 
be no alteration in the present system of con
ducting the Sunday traflic. It would be a great 
shame to prevent the working classes getting 
<lown to Sandgate on the Sunday. That was 
the only day they could go down to have a smell 
of the sea breeze, and they should not be denied 
the privilege of enjoying themselves the same as 
other people who had plenty of money and could 
go down at any time. 

::\Ir. KORTON said the member for Ipswich 
wished to reduce the number of people who 
were employed on Sunday, but he was going 
the wrong way to work to secure that; 
because he was quite sure if the Sunday trains 
were reduced there would be an enormous 
1mmber of omnibuses and cabs run on Sunday, 
which not only employed men, but horses. They 
C<lllld not prevent people going out on Sundays. 
If they could not go one way they would 
go another. If they could not go by cheap 
trains, those who could afford it would 
go b.\~ cabs and omnibuses. It wa!:; a great 
mistake to say that people who used those 
Sundtty trains only went down to Sandgn.te. 
He lived near the Toowong station, and saw that 
the Sunday trains on that line were cr:cmmed as 
full as they could hold. The people travelling 
in them were not going to the set1side : they 
were mainly people who had hepn working in 
town all the week, am) who wet·e going into the 
country for a sniff nf fresh :tir. The leader 
nf the Opposition h::td just hanrled him a 
return showing the receiptti frorn t;unJay train.-; 
on the Ipswich line anrl on the Sandgate line, 
from which it >Lppe,;red that the former amounted 
to £1,800 and the latter to £2,100, the difference 
hetweun the two being comparatively trifling. 
Hnudreds of people went by tmin to the 
eeuu~tt~ry every fine Sunday a.fternoun, af>1 tlte 
hntl. n1(~tnhm· tnlght e::t~ily see for hirnself. It was 
the greatest mista,ke possible to suppose that 
the cnrtrtihnent of those trCJ;ins woqld le;td to a 

smaller employment of labour on Sundays than 
at present. As to the station-masters, they 
were always paid extra for Sunday work, and it 
was optional with them whether they did the 
work or got others similarly competent to do it 
for them. If they remained on duty they were 
paid ; if not, they had the day t'? themselves. 
Numbers of people came by tram to church, 
many twice a day. 

Mr. MAO:FARLAJ'\E said that from what he 
had observed at Ipswich verv few people who 
arrived there by train on Sundays went to 
church, They genemlly visited at people's 
houses and he must say that very few of them 
went t~ the public-house. He did not object to 
people paying visits on Sundays, but to their 
compelling station-masters and gatekeepers to 
work long hours for seven days in the week. 
Hon. members complained very much whenever 
an arlditional sitting day was proposed, and even 
at the out.side they only sat four or five days a 
week. If they were asked to sit seven days in 
the week they would have more sympathy for 
the railway officials who had to work on Sundays 
as well as all other days. The hon. member for 
Port Ourtis said that stopping Sunday trains 
would compel people to travel by cabs and omni
buses ; but it was not likely that people would 
hire cabs to go from Ipswich to Brisbane, or 
from Brisbane to Sandgate. His complaint was 
that they were forcing Sunday traffic by reducing 
fares on that day. If people would travel on 
Sundays they ought to be made to pay the 
regular fare. It was to the benefit of the 
working classes that they should be allowed 
cheap return tickets from Saturday till Mon
day. The hon. member for _Warwick seemed 
to imagine that the workmg classes could 
not get on any other day to the seaside. 
His opinion was that the working. man, if he 
had the chance, would rather go on Saturday, 
and stay there until Monday morning. It was 
only the minority who travelled on the Sabbath 
day, and the majority had to pay the piper for 
it. By such a plan as he had suggested, there 
would be such a rush of people that the revenue 
would not suffer, and the railway officials would 
get a little more time to themselves on the 
S::tbbath day. He hoped the Minister for 
Works would give the matter his careful con
sideration. 

The HoN. ,T. M. MAOROSSAN said that, 
whatever the hon. member's experience might 
be with re"ard to passeng·ers by train to Ipswich 
not going tu church, it cert::tinly did not t1pply 
to Brisbane. There were two trains from the 
llacecourse every Sunday 1norning crowded with 
chnrch-goen;, and if _the hon. gentle1nan were to 
watch the return trams leave the platform, at 1 
p.m. nnd 1·15 p.m., he would findthem crowded 
mainly with people who had come in to atteml 
church. E'·en if, at Ipswich, the passengers 
visited their friends' houses, they might have 
been less innocently engaged if they had ;;tayed 
at home. He wished the Minister fur \Vorks to 
reply to the question put by the hem. member for 
Port Ourtis, as to the remuneration of the rail way 
officials employed on Sund>tys. \Vhen he was in 
office he made D) regulation that no one, whatever 
his wagPs might be-even if they -were only 5s. a 
day-should receive less than lOs. for working on 
Sunday ; and where the wages were m'?re t_han 
10s., the ordinary day's wages, whatever ~t 1n1g~1t 
be, should be given, \V as that regulatwn still 
in force? 

The MI~TSTER FOR WORKS replied that 
the same regulation was still in force. 

:\fr. NORTON asked for information respect
ing the numbers of porters, pointsmen, and 
others, which had bee)1 increase<! from u5 to 200, 
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Had the extra number been appointed to relieve 
those who had been working such long- hours? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
information he had was that a number of men 
had been paid from an extra labour fund, and the 
amount did not appear on the Estimates at all. 
Provision was now maue for them on the Esti
mates. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman had just stated that the Sunday 
traffic paid expenses or a little over. Heferrin" 
to last year's Commissioner's report he found 
that the amount received was .£4,2!1H, and the 
working expenses £2,150, leaving a balance of 
about £2,150; so that the traffic not only paid 
but was paying a great deal better than the 
week-day traffic. Did the hon. gentleman not 
see that he had made a mistake? 

The MIYISTER FOR WORKS said he did 
not give the exact receipts. Possibly the traffic 
would still further increase if the fares were 
reduced. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
advised the hon. gentleman not to take the coun
sel of the member for Ipswich. If by reducing 
the fares the traffic would increase, by all means 
reduce them. Sunday trains were the greatest 
blessings the people of Brisbane had. 

Mr. NOR TON said no provisiQn was made for 
electric lighting at the station. \Vould the hon. 
member explain how that was provided for? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said a sum 
was put clown in the Government Printer's 
Estimates for electric lighting. 

Mr. NORTON: Not for the station? 
The MINISTER I<'OR WORKS said he did 

not know whether that provided for the railway 
station or not, but he should rather think it did 
not. He believed the lighting was paid for out 
of Contingencies, which were very handy for all 
sorts of purposes. 

Mr. NOR TON said he wanted to know some
thing about the railway reserve at Toowoomba. 
It was taken back from the corporation. Might 
he ask if any portion of it was let at the present 
time? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. 
Mr. NOR TON : To whom was it let, for how 

long, and for what purpose? 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said at the 

time the reserve was taken over the corporation 
had leased part of it, which brought in £130 or 
£140 a year. The Railway Department purchased 
the same from the corporation for £3,000. The 
leases were then in existence, and as the depart
ment did not require the land they still con
tinued in existence. If the hon. member imagined 
that the Government made a bad bargain, he 
(the Minister for \Vorks) might say that he 
would willingly give the Government £3,000 for 
what remained, and give them all the land 
required for the railway station. 

Mr. NOR TON said that, as the land was a 
railway reserve that had been handed over to 
the corporation, he did not think that the 
Government had marle such a good bargain. 
He wanted to know whether the reserve had got 
into the hands of the Government, and if any 
portion of it was let to any person. He was 
informed that portion of it had been let as a 
paddock, and he would like to know if there was 
any truth in the statement? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
portion not required was let. 

Mr. NOR TON: Who is it let to? 
The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said there 

had been no new leases, but the existing leases at 
the time of purch<tse were t<tken over from the 

corporation. The tenders for leasing the land 
were sent in to the corpomtion, m1d parts of the 
land lmd been let. 

Mr. NORTON asked if anyone had got the 
use of part of the land without a lease. He was 
informed absolutely by a gentleman, who wrote 
to him on the subject, that portion of the land 
resumed by the Government was let as a pad
clock. There might have been a mistake, and 
perhaps somebody had been allowed the use of 
the land withont paying any rent. 

The MINISTEH FOR WOHKS said, as he 
had already informed the hon. member, no land 
was leased to anyone except those persons who 
were the original lessees under the corporation. 
He might tell the hon. member that it was not 
wise to listen to all the tittle-tattle that persons 
came to him with. 
[iMr. NORTON said that little lectnre did not 
come in very well after what they heard lust 
night about a certain partnership. 

The MINISTER FOR WOI\KS: I did not 
believe it. 

Mr. NORTOX: If the hon. gentleman did not 
believe it, he had no business to repeat it then. 
He believed that somebody had been allowed to 
make use of the reserve as a paddock. He had no 
reason to disbelieve the statement he had heard. 
There was nothing very improper about it if 
anyone did do so : but he wanted to know if it 
was the case. The hon. gentleman told them 
no leases had been issued since the Government 
got possession of the land, but he did not say 
positively that no one had been allowed to u;;e 
the reserve. 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS said, not 
with his authority. He knew nothing about it. 

Mr. NOUTON: Can you find out? 
The MINISTER J<'OR WOHKS said he 

hoped the hon. member did not expect him to go 
about and impound everyone's stray cattle that 
got on the Government reserve. 

Mr. P ALl\HGU said that at last he could 
compliment the l\Iinister for \Yorks on his econo 
mical-otherwise his ha] •py -go-lucky expenditun'. 
There were two items there-storekeeper and 
stores. The storekeeper got £325 a year, and he 
harl actually to look after stores worth £27,000. 
If that was the case, he must be a very deserving· 
officer indeed. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS said the hon. 
member would see that there were two clerks 
attached to the stores department. 

Mr. BEATTIE said that the Traffic Manager 
was set clown at £600 a year, and the clerk 
in charge of trains at £325, which was 
an increase of £25. He understood from the 
l\Iinister for \Vorlcs, when he spoke on that 
subject on the previons evening, that it was his 
intention to remove the prese11t Traffic l\lanager 
and the clerk in charge of trains. '\Vould he 
inform the Committee whether, in his opinion, 
there was any officer in the department fit to 
take the position of clerk in charge of trains ; 
or did he intend to allow Mr. Thallon to select 
the clerk in charge oftrains? There was no doubt 
that the work had increased, >tnd the hon. 
gentleman could, perhaps, say whether the new 
clerk in charge of trains would get the increased 
salary of £325. 

The MINISTER l<'OH WORKS said that 
the Traffic :Manager would select his own men. 
They talked about long honrs ! The clerk in 
charge of trains had to reside in the neighbour
hood of the station, and to be there at all hours 
ready in case of emerg-ency, and therefore he 
(the Mini><ter for Works) did not think £325 
a year was too much. The 'l'raffic l\Ianager 
would have every opportunity of conducting the 
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business in a satisfactory manner, and if he did 
not do hi" duty, then someone else woul<l have to 
do it. He thought the office of clerk in charge of 
trains was a very important one, and he hoped, 
therefore, the hon. member would uot object to 
£325 a year. 

Mr. BEATTIE said that was just the reason 
why he put the question ; he did not object to 
such a salary ; on the other hand, he thought it 
was not enough. He knew very well the many 
hours the officer wets at work, and, lookiug at the 
next officer on the list, he sa" that a clerk, 
whose hours were the usual ones from H to 
4, got almost as much-namely, £300. 'l'he 
clerk in charge of trains had very im
portant duties to perform, aml there were 
plenty of officers who had very few duties who 
got very big salaries. He thought the Traffic 
Department was about the worst department in 
the whole Government Service. He knew officers 
who had been there seven and eight years, and he 
was ashamed to think of the ridiculous saladPe 
they got. New chums who were brought into 
the departn1ent were getting good salarie~,~ 
whether by political influence or not he did nut 
know ; but certainly he hoped that the system 
would be altered, and that if a good officer was 
worthy of promotion the hon. gentleman would 
see the desirability of improving his salary. He 
did not oLject to the £32;). 

Mr. ISAYIBERT said that the station-masters 
were also telegraph operators and postmasters, 
and for each of them they had separate pay. 
They had, therefore, to pay three times the stamp 
duties of other public officers, some of whom got 
£600 a year. That was absurd. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said that he noticed that 
there was an increase in the nmuber of statiou
mastero from forty-four to sixty-five. That 
was an increase of eleven, but the emolnments 
had only been increased by £1,000. That sum 
divided between eleven men did not appear to 
him to give a sufficient salary. There rrnmt be 
a decrease somewhere. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had 
explaineLl that twenty times that afternoon. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said he must apologise; 
he was not in the House at the time. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thought the hon. 
member for Rosewood did not understand the 
system in connection with station-masters who 
were also postmasters. He talked abont station
masters having- to pay stamps three or four 
times. \V ell, the revenue received the ad
vantage of that ; but there was an<•ther phase 
of it. :Many of the station-masters sold stamps, 
and upon that they got 5 per cent. C(Jll1-

mission. They were in the habit of con
tracting small accounts, deducting 5 per cent. 
discount, and then sending payn1ent in starnps, 
and so that they got 10 per cent. \Vhen they 
adopted such a system as that, he did not think 
they had anything to complain of. One of them 
once tried it on him ; he took the discount and 
paid him in stamps; and he got 5 per cent. 
on the sbmps. But he did not think the man 
would try it on him again. He (Mr. Beattie} 
did not know what to do with the stamps; he 
had to pay 5 per cent. to sell them. Station
masters got paid sometimes three or fonr times 
over. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
£36,717 be g-ranted for the Maryborough and 
Gyrnpie Railway. There was an increase of 
£100 a year to the Inspector of Permanent vV ay; 
and the other additions were forty-four men, 
bringing the amount up from £20,158 last year 

to .£3o,717 this year. There was only one 
increase in salary, and that was to the Inspector 
of Permanent \V ay. 

:\lr. l'\ORTON said there seemed to be a big 
jump in the sabry of the Superintendent of 
:Maintenance, as he was now called. He usecl to 
be called Inspector of Permanent \V ay. It was 
often asked "\Vhat's in a name?" but in this 
case the difference seemed to be £100 a year, or 
25 per cent. upon his salary. Could the hon. 
geutlernan ex};lain the special rea:-·on wby he 
should have given such a, lal'ge increase in this 
particular case? 

The JVIIl'\IST:ER FOR WORKS said that 
the gentleman in question was a very good 
officer. 

Mr. NORTON: Who is he? 
The lVII:\'ISTER J<'OR WORKS : Mr. 

l\IcGhie wn.s his nan1e, and he w::ts very fa,irly 
and jnstly entitled to that incrNtse, especially as 
he had now additional work to do. 

Mr. FOOTE said there was a matter that he 
had forgotten when the previous vote was going 
through, aml it was one that oug-ht to be brought 
under the notice of the Minister fur \Vorks. It 
was a little out of place j1mt now, but still it had 
to do with the Hailway Department. It was in 
reference to the walking of the lengths. He had 
been informed that the lengths had to be walked 
every Sunday morning, and the men were not pai'l 
for it. On the other days of the week the men took 
turns at it; bnt on Sunday 1noruing:-~ the "gaffer" 
hacl to w"lk it, and he was not paid for so doing. 
He clirl not think that was necessary upon lines 
where there 'vere no trains running on Sundays ; 
but if it were the men ought to be paid. He 
wished to know from the Minister for \Vorks 
whether he would take the matter into considera
tion, and hoped that he would either not compel 
the "gaffer" to walk the length npon Sundays, or 
else pay him for it. 

The MINISTER 1WR WORKS said he did 
not think they were paid. 

Mr. FOO'rE : I know they are not. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
would take the matter into consideration, and if 
he found the men were not paid and the work 
was necessary, he would see that they were paid. 
He di<l not think the work was necessary, but if 
the men had to do it they should be paid for it. 

Mr. NORTON asked if the Minister for 
\Vorks could inform them whether all the eng-ine
drivers in the colony were paid in the same way 
now? Some of them used to be paid per day, 
and others in a different way. Also, did the 
hon. gentleman allow them to be paid overtime, 
or anything beyond their usnal salary? He be
lie\'ed there had been some change made. 

The MINISTER FOie WORKS said the 
engine-drivers thronghout the whole of the 
colony were paid equal salaries. There was no 
difference made between one line and another. 
He believed that on the Central line they used 
not to be paid in the same way that they were 
upon the Sonthern lines; but now they were all 
paid alike. 

The HoN. J. M. MAGROSSAN: Are they 
paid extra time-overtime? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As a 
matter of course, if they work overtime they are 
paid for it. 

The Ho:<~. J. M. MACROSSAN: The hon. 
g-entleman said "of course," but he had better 
be certain and ask the Commissioner for Rail
ways ttbout it. He was afraid they were not 
paid. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that the 
only line at present upon which there was a 
difference was the ='<orthernline, and he intended 
to put that in the same position as all the 
others. 

Mr. B:B~ATTIE asked if the men worked 
overtime were they paid in cash, or had they so 
many hours allowed them? If, for instance, 
they worked seventeen hours on one chy, were 
they allowetl to take so many hours' spell on the 
next? 

The ::YIINTSTER IcOR WOHKS : They are 
paid in ca.,h. · 

1\It·. ]cEllGUSON said hon. members would 
recollect tllat he called attention to a matt~r 
when the J~sti1nates \vere going through last 
seNsion, and that was in reference to the n1echanicR 
on the r:tilw:tys in the colony. The estimate of 
Jn,t yenr showed that the men on the Southern 
and \Ve'-"tern Raihvay received an average of 7s. 
a week more th:tn on all the other railways in 
the colony. The .Yiinistet for \Vorks then said 
that he wonltl look into the matter, and if it 
were true he would have it rectified during the 
re,cess. He lmd wf1ited this year until the 
r~~tinmte8 had been ]Jrinted, and on looking into 
the nmtter he found that the :\Iinister had carried 
out his word in that respect. He saw that the 
~11en on the Central Hailwny had hf1rl their pay 
uwreased a.t an average of betvYeen Gs. and 7s. per 
week, and \vere now on the smne footing fLS 

those employed on the Southern and \Vestern 
Rnilway; so that the 1\Iinister for \Vorks de
served credit for hrwing ma<le the alteration. If 
the hon. gentlcnmn had not done so he should 
have caJled for :1 return showing all the wageR 
pai~ on the different railwnys in the colony, 
whiCh wonld ha,ve :-;hown how things stood. 
However, as the hon. gentleman had c>trried out 
his pron1i~e he was satl~ficcl. 

Mr. Bl'CKLAXD s>tid that dnring the 
debate of yesterdny reference Wl1S mrtrle to the 
way iu which ::\Ir. Slllith, the Engineer in charge, 
had treated manv of the contmctore. It would 
be in the recollection of hou. members tlmt Mr. 
Smith dise~greed with the contmctors for the 
South Brh-;bane line, an(l that the Engineer in 
charge took over and finished the line. He 
wished to call f1ttention to the condition of part 
of the line; he had had occasion lately to in .pect 
a portion of the fence, which he found in such a 
condition that a calf could jump over it. Hun. 
members would be aware that parties who had occu
pation gate:; wete liable to a penalty incase of their 
stock g-etting on the line. The fence he spoke of 
was a two-railed fence with two wires below the 
bottom rail; but both wires were rnn through 
the top hole. He had been called in to make a 
valuation, and he pointed that fact out in his re
port to the milM<y arbitrator. The gentleman 
foe whom he acted hctd received no consicleration 
at all for a fence of that kind, and still he was 
liltble to a penalty in the event of his stock getting 
on the line. The fence was such that no private 
individual woulrl [Jay for. Another thing he 
could mention in connection with the same line 
was that water had been diverted so as to flow 
over whttt had been good dry arable land, and 
now in case of such rain as they had last Sunday 
it became a complete hog; yet the gentleman for 
whom he acted did not receive a shilling com
pensation for it. Heference had been made the 
previous night by, he thought, the hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley, to the amounts paid 
to traffic managers and others in the old 
country. He had in his hand a pay-sheet 
of the London and North-western Hail way. The 
traffic manager on that line, Mr. l<'inlay, re
ceived £4,000 per annum; the assistant traffic 
mane~ger, Mr. Houghton, £1,500 per e~nnnm: 

the accountant, £1,000 ; the chief auditor, 
£!JOO, and eight other assistant officers .£500 each. 
The income from that line was from £8,000,000 
to £0,000,000 per annum, and the chairman re
ceived £5,000 per itnnum. He quoted these figures 
bec1tnse he wa., certain the hon. member for Forti
tude Valley was under a misapprehension as to the 
anwunt of remuneration traffic managers received 
as a rule on those line~. He was n1erely laying 
these matters before the House in order that 
they might receive attention in the proper 
(plarter. 

::\fr. GRBIES said he would draw attention 
to a matter in connection with the South Bris· 
bane line, ·which was u, source of great incon
venience. A gate had been placed near the 
Logan Jnnction station just where the first 
s\vitch comtnenced, so that when trains were 
being shunted the gates had to he closed. 
Persons lmd had to wait at the gates as long 
as twenty minutes, and it would be worse when 
the Log·m1 line was opened. If the gate were 
twenty or thirty feet further >tway, or perhaps a 
little more, the engine would have room to 
shunt without the gate being closed. 

The JVII::'{I:STER FOR WORKS said he 
would have inquiries made about the matter, and 
if it inconvenienced the public the gate would be 
moved. 

The Hox. J. JH. MACROSSAN asked why 
the cost of ma.intenance of the permanent way 
on the Maryborough and Gympie Raih,ay ha<! 
incrertsed £2,il00 this year over last year? 

The JVllKISTEH FOR WOHKS : The Bnr 
rum line has been included. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : When was 
the Burrum line opened? 

The 1\HNISTEH FOH WORKS said he was 
informed tlmt the vote last year was far too low, 
and was considerably overdrawn. The hon_ 
memlJer knew perfectly well that it was not a 
goOll thing to cut the tnaintenance down to too 
low a fig·ure ; the line should be kept well main
tained. 

The Hox. J. JVL MACROSSANsaidhequite 
agreed that it was not a good thing to keep the 
maintenmlCe at too low a figure; but he could 
tell the hon. member that if he gave the 
engineers twice the amount they would spend it. 
He must not take everything for gospel that 
the engineer whispered in his ear. He (Hon. 
.T. JVI. Macrossan) had a great deal too much 
of that when he was in office. He con
sidered the item was a great deal too 
high as compared with the maintenance of the 
Northern and Central lines. He could see no 
reason either why there should he such a great 
increase in the locomotive department- from 
£10,450 to £13,333. Had the line opened in
creased in length so as to require tnore engine
drivers, firemen, fitters, and cleaners- there 
were nearly double as many as there were before 
-or had the traffic increased sn considerably ? 
Then again for extra labour, fuel, and contin
tingencies, there was :m increase of £1,000-25 
per cent. 

The MI='<ISTER FOR. WORKS said the 
traffic hat] increased considerably. It was one 
of the best paying lines in the colony. 

The HoN. J. 1\1. MACROSSAN said it had 
been so from the beginning; hut it was the reason 
for the increase that was asked. The line did 
not' pay any better now than during the first 
year of its existence. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
cause of the increase WitS that there were more 
trains running, and it rer!uiret! more men to run 
them, 
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Mr. NORTON asked whether the whole of 
the coal used for the engines on that line was got 
from Burrum? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If it is, it 
is very recently. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : It ought to 
be. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that he 
was informed that all the coal used on that rail
way was from the Burrum coal-mines. Some 
time ago they were using Newcastle coal, and he 
thought it was a most extraordinary thing. An 
engine-driver had told him that the Burrnm 
coal burned so badly that they could not 
use it ; but he understood that they had 
got down to a much better coal now, and that it 
was giving great srLtisfaction. They not only 
used Burrum coal on the l\Iaryborough line, but 
on the Central line. 

The HoN. ,J. M. l\IACROSSAN said that 
perhaps the hem. gentleman could inform the 
Committee the difference in the cost between 
the Burrum coal and ~ewcastle coal. The 
Ipswich coal he knew was a little more, becam;e 
it was h~ndicapped by carriage. 

The MINISTEH l<'OH WOHKS said that 
the Burrum coal cost 2s. Gel. per ton more than 
Newcastle coal. He had called for tenders for 
the supply of 6,000 tons of coal; and the lowest 
tender for Queensland coal was 2s. 6d. per ton 
more than for Newcastle coal. He had given 
each of the contractors an order for 2,000 
tons as a trial, and to encourage them to 
try and see if they could not deliver the 
coal at as low a rate as the Newcastle 
coal._ The bet was, they had not got the 
apphances for despatch of the coal, and they 
could not control the shipping, so that it actually 
cost them more for freight than the freight from 
Newcastle. But he thought that by giving each 
of them order" for 2,000 tons they would get into 
the way of supplying coal as cheap as it could be 
got from Newcastle. 

An HoNouRABLE ME:IIBER : Who are the 
contractors? 

The MINISTEH FOH WOHKS said that 
the tender of the coal company of which Mr. 
Hurley was manager was accepted for 2,000 tons, 
and the tender of Messrs. Brydon, J ones and Co. 
for 2,000 tons had also been accepted. 2,000 
tons he had taken from Newcastle, for he 
did not think it was safe to depend entirely on 
Queensland coals, in case of the contractors not 
being able to get shipping to carry it. 

The HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN said that 
seemed to him an extraordinary statement. He 
was a member of a committee of the House 
appointed to inquire into and report on the 
Urangan Hail way scheme, and part of the evi
dence brought before the committee was that 
they could sell their coal so much cheaper than 
the Newcastle coal; that they could compete 
successfully with Newcastle all oYer the colony. 

The MINISTER FOH WORKS: They have 
not commenced operations yet. 

The HoN. J. lVI. MACROSSAN : But surely 
if one company could do it, or professed to do it, 
another company could do the same. He always 
understood that the Burrum coal was produced 
very cheaply. Of course he could understand 
the statement in regard to Ipswich coal, because 
they had to compete with Newcastle after 
paying railway ca.rriage from the mines to 
South Brisbane. But with the Burrum coal he 
could not understand why they could not com
pete successfully with any other coal ; because 
they were on the spot, and had simply to add the 
cost of carriage to l\bryborough-which was 

only sixteen or eighteen miles--to the cost of 
getting it. How it was that they could not com
pete within 2s. Gel. per ton of the Newcastle coal 
seemed very strange to him, and he could not 
understand it. 

Mr. FOOTE said he knew that the common 
price of coal sent out from Ipswich mines for a 
number of years had not exceeded lls. per ton, 
and the additional rate was caused by the cnst 
of the shipping from Brisbane to Hockhampton. 
That was where the difference in price came 
in, and why the coal from tlutt port was 
put out of the market. There was another 
thing. It was verv difficult to load ships 
here. They had gone to great expense in 
constructing a railway to South Brisbane, 
where they had also put up a creme. But not
withstanding all that there was very considerable 
difficulty in shipping· the coal. ln order to be 
able to do business in coal an cl to compete with 
other coalfields such as Newcastle and others 
clown south, it was necessary that the co::tl pro
prietors should be able to loarl vessels in a short 
time. That could not pos,ibly he done at the pro
sent time. The only thing to do, even after all the 
money that had been spent, was to load a punt 
and con \'BY it down the river; unleHs it ndght be 
a very small steamer that went to the wharf. 
He had been told that it was even dangerous for 
punts to unload at low water, for there were rocks 
within 2 feet or 21, feet of the wharf. ·whether 
those rooks had been remoYed latterly he did 
not know. He spoke from a knowledge of 
the coal interest of Ipswich and smTmmcling 
districts when he said it was languishing in con
sequence of the very had facilities they had for 
shipping coal. In fact these facilities were so few 
that some coal-masters dicl not trouble themselves 
with the shipping trade, but attended to local 
supply. That was clearly shown by the last 
tenders called for about twelve months ago, 
when the price at the pit's mouth was put 
at 12s. per ton. If they could get facilities 
for shipping, the cliffioultie., about develop
ing the trade would be removed. They 
wanted to be able to load the ships in a few 
hours-not in a few days, or, if anything hap
pened, in a few weeks. They must be able to 
put the coal on board in a given period, and until 
those facilities were afforded the coal-masters 
could not possibly enter into contracts to supply 
either the Government or any other party. There 
was plenty of room for a very large coal trade 
to spring up, and it would spring up if they had 
facilities for shipping. But at present they 
could not reach the market owing to the great 
difficulties they had to contend with notwith
standing the great outlay the colony had been 
put to. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WOHKS said that 
the coal-masters had informed him that they 
could not po"sibly deliver coal at less than 2s. 6cl. 
per ton in excess of the N ewoastle price. They 
had not complained of the want of facilities for 
putting the coal on board the ships, but of the 
difficulty of procuring shipping to Hockhampton. 
N ewoastle being a port where there was always 
a f[Uantity of shipping available, coal could 
be supplied at a cheaper rate. It would be a 
good thing, even if it co"t a little money, to give 
more encouragement to the Queensland coal 
trade. 

The Ho~. J. M. MACHOSSAN asked what 
was the amount of the tender for coal from 
Newcastle? 

The IVIINISTEH FOH WOHKS replied that 
he could not give the precise figures, but he 
believed the price for Newcastle coal was 
22s. 6cl., and for Burrum and Ipswich coal 
25s., for the Central Hailway. 
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}fr. BEATTIE said that, although there was a 
difficulty in procuring ohipping to carry coal, it 
could be eaHily got over. Supposing the Govern
ment wanted 10,000 tons of coal at i{ockhampton, 
to be taken from Burrum or Bri8bane, let them 
charter a steamer for the purpose. That would 
be a simple way of getting out of the diff.culty, 
and it would result in a considerable saving. lt 
seemed preposterous to pay lls. a ton for Bnrrnm 
coal dehvered at i\Iaryborough; and to pay 14s. 
a ton freight from ::Wary borough to Hockhampton 
was a piece of imposition. lf the Government 
would let the coal-m'"'ters know that they 
intended to use nothing but Burrmn coal at 
Rockhampton they would very soon fin<! thf! 
necessary shipping to carry on the trade. It 
would pay a vessel remarlmbly well to get Rs. a 
ton freight from the Burrmn to Rockhanopton. 
The present rate of freight simply meant that 
the shipowners were 1naking a very good thing 
out of it. The selling price of Ipswich coal was 
lb. or 12s. a ton, and if the Government decided 
to send a certain proportion of Ipswich coal 
from Brisbane to l:tockhampton, ships to carry it 
would very soon be forthcoming. There was a lot 
of vessels now lying idle in Sydney harbour, the 
owners of which would be ouly too glad to find 
profitable employment for them ; and that profit
able employment might be found in our coal 
trarle. The executive head of the department 
ought to 1nake the neces~mry inquiries, and 
not accept the tender of the first ship-master 
who offered to c"rry coal at 15s. a ton. They 
h"cl been paying throug·h the nose for a lot of 
their freight. He did not blame the ship
masters for that, for it was their duty to get as 
much for their owners as they could ; but the 
head of the department, who ought to have a 
knowledge of those things. He was under the 
impression that the Minister for \Vorks had 
said that for the Burrum coal used on the 
Gym pie Railway they were paying 2s. Gd. a ton 
more than it could be sup[;lied at from ]'{ ew
castle. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : No. 
1\Ir. BEA TTIB said he was very glad to be 

corrected, for he did not think the people at 
Burrum would adopt such a suicidal policy 
as to allow Newcastle or Brisbane to compete 
against them for the supply of that railway. 
Unless they were fortunate enough to find coal 
on the Central or Northern lines, there would Le 
a constantly increasing supply of coal required 
as those lines were extended ; and it would be to 
the interests of the coal-masters at the Burrum 
and Ipswich to endeavour to keep it in their 
hands. The Government ought to encourage 
that trade by all legitimate means, and the 
carrying capacity for the purpose would very soon 
be provided. 

The HoN. J. M. JIIIACROSSAN said most 
members of the Committee would agree that the 
Ministerfor Works had done quite right in giving· 
preference to the Bnrrum and Ipswich coal, even 
at a slightly increased cost, and they would endorse 
any action the hon. gentleman might take in 
expending money for giving facilities for the 
shipment of coal,. so that complaints like that 
made Ly the hon. member for Ipswich might be 
done away with. Some such system as that 
referred to by the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley might easily be adopted, "nd they would 
be able to supply the Central and Northern dis
tricts with coal much cheaper than it could be 
supplied from Newcastle. He was under the 
same impression as the hon. member for Forti
tude Valley with respect to the increased pay
ment for Burrum coal over that from Newcastle ; 
but it could scarcely be correct, because a \Yitness 
who was examiued before the Select Committee 
on the Maryborough and Frangan Railway Bill 

stated that the cost of coal delivered at the 
"Crangan wharf would he Ss. Gd. per ton. If so, 
it could be delivere<l at the same cost per ton at 
JYiaryboruugh, where it was simply carried by rail 
to the terminus awl left there. The .Minister for 
·works would be justified in going to any expense 
in givingincreasedfacilitiesforcarrying on the coal 
trade, which they should rlo their best to develop. 
The coal trade would be a very irnporbnt in
dustry. They were in the hlthit of looking at 
the gold "nd tin fields as something· ,-ery grand, 
but the coalfields were equally grand, am! if 
they were developed properly they would give 
employment for a large number of men .. The 
Government would, therefore, not do amiss in 
spending any a1nount of 1noney in trying to 
encourage the eo"! tra<le as much as possible. 

The MINISTER FOR \VORKS gnid he was 
most willing to undertake the conveyance of coal 
to the northern districts, and if his hon. colleague 
the Treasurer would hand over to him the two 
'var steamers that were cmning out he 'vould 
turn them into coal-carriers for that purpose. 

Mr. FOOTE said he wanted to dr"w attention 
to the fact that the answer the hon. gentleman 
had got in reference to the supply of coal was 
consequent upon the difficulties of the coal
masters in getting the coal to port. Some 
ti1ne ago the nmil steamers were getting 
their coal from Newcastle, and paid 22s. Gd. 
delivered alongside the ship in the Bay. He 
wi.shed also to call special attention to the fact 
that the dem,.nds of the Government were not 
sufficient to induce any coal-master to enter into 
large contracts and charter vessels and keep 
them going; but if further facilities for shipping 
were given, the coalmasters would be able to 
enter into large contracts with the Government 
and other parties to ship coal to Batavia, Mel
bourne, or any other ports. Under existing 
circumstances, however, it was impossible that 
that could be done profitably. 

Mr. ANNEAR said he was aware of what the 
Harbours and Rivers Department paid for coal 
in Townsville and Rockhampton. The Burrum 
coal cost 22s. lOd. a ton in Rockhampton; 
at Townsville it cost 28s. The freight to Rock
hampton was 10s. !Jd., and to Townsville 16s. 
There were quite sufficient facilities for the 
shipment of coal at Maryborough. Only last 
Monday a steamer came alongside the wharf 
and c<immenced loading at 11 o'clock, and 
she took in 150 tons by the same hour on 
Tne~day. The arrangements on the wharf were 
very good, except that the crane might be im
pro"ved. The member for Fortitude V alley" 
remarked that greater facilities should be given 
for the shipment of coal, but he thought every 
facility should be given for taking the coal away 
from the mines. That was the great drawback 
at Maryborough. At the present time the coal 
sold in Maryborough was taken from a depth of 
210 feet from the surface, and he had heard the 
opinion expressed by engineers that that coal 
was far superior to the Newcastle coal. Such 
being the case, he thought every facility should 
be given so that the workmen employed at 
the mine' might he retained in the district. What 
they were doing and had done in the past had 
not had that effect, and workmen had been 
driven away from Queensland. 

Mr. NORTON said he believed there were a 
great many difficulties in connection with the coal 
traffic cin the railways, but he believed they were 
greatly exaggerated. The hon. member for Bun
danba quoted an instance where he saw a tender 
for coal sent in at 12s. per ton. He (Mr. N orton) 
thought he saw that tender too, but no excuses 
could be made on the score of want of facilities, 
for the tender was 12s. per ton for coal at the 
[lit's mouth. 



Supply. [9 DECEMBER.] Supply. 1773 

Question put and passed. 
The MIXISTEU FOR WOHKS moved that 

a sum not exceeding £13,000 be granted for the 
Bundaberg and Mount Perry Railway. There 
was an increase in the case of maintenance cauHed 
by the second section of the line having been 
opened. 'rhat had been done since the Estimates 
were framed. There was only one increase of £5 to 
the Inspector of Permanent \Nay. He thought 
there must be some mistake about that, as other 
officers received increases of £2?> ant1 £;)0 each. 

The Hox . • T. M. JVIAClWSSAK said he would 
like to know the reason for the increased cost of 
maintenance to the extent of £1,800. He did not 
think the Becond section had been in the hands of 
the Government a sufficient time to cause such a 
large increase. 

The MINISTER :FOR WOllKS said the 
secoml section had just been taken over, and that 
involved the cost of maintenance nf thirteen and 
a-half additional miles in length. 

The HoN. J. M. MAClWSSAN said the 
maintenance of thirteen and a-half miles of 
railway did not entail a cost of £1,800, seeing 
that there was only one man to e\·ery two miles. 
\Vould the Minister for Works make inquiries 
why the increase was so great? There was not a 
man per mile on the Bundaberg line; the 
number of men on maintenance on that line was 
less than on any other line in the colony. He 
thought it was one man to every two miles, or 
two men to every three miles. The cost of 
maintenance would, therefore, not account for 
the increase. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said an 
increased length of line could not be maintained 
for the same cost as the first section only. 

The Ho:-~. ,T. l\1. :YIACROSSA lS said any 
schoolboy could understand that, but he wanted 
to underst>tnd why £1,800 was required. How 
many additional men were required for thirteen 
ttnd a-half miles? When the Minister for 
\Vorks ascertttined that from the Engineer, then 
they could easily ttrri ve at the correct cost. The 
men got fjs, Gd. or 7s. a day, ttnd only about 
six or seven men were required. Surely they did 
not get £1,800 between them! He thought 
there must be some other reason for that cost 
of maintenance ; the explanation given did not 
account for it. 

The l\11:\ISTEH FOR WORKS said he wtts 
informed that the tenders last yettr did not cover 
the amount. 

The Hox. J. Jlii. :IVIACROSSAN ttsked what 
was the totttl length of the line? 

The JIIIINIST.B;R .!<'OR WORKS : Sixty-six 
miles. 

The Hox. J. ::\I. MACROSSAN : Does thttt 
mean that it takes thirty-three men to maintain 
it? 

The MINISTER .!<'OH WOHKS said there 
were forty men on the line-tt little over one man 
for every two miles. 

The HoN. J. l\1. JliiACROSSAN said the hon. 
gentleman must know that the wages of these 
men came a long way short of £6,000. There 
must be some other way of spending the money. 
It was simply a question of arithmetic-£6,000 
divided among forty men gave £150 a year 
each. 

Mr. JOHDAN said he would just like to 
refer to the subject mentioned by the hon. 
member for Bundanba. It appeared that 
something like £50,000 or £fj0,000 had been 
expended in making the branch rail way from 
Oxley to South Brisbane. The line was made 
as a cheap line ; but, in consequence of the 
many mistakes, it had proved a costly line 
after all. Then a wharf had been erected at a 

cost of £13,000, and it h:td been found to be 
totally inadequate for the purpose. It. was 
melancholy to consider, after all the expeudrture 
on the line, and when even a wharf had been 
built, tlmt tt ve;,sel could not get alongside, and 
the coal trade of that part of the colony could 
not, as a consequence, be developed. Six or 
eight months ago some of those interested in the 
matter saw the :Minister for vVorl", who then 
promised that the wharf should be altered
that there should be a projection carried from 
it into deep water so that vessels could go along
side. It seemed a remarkable thing that 
although the question had been stirred up ever 
since the matter lu;d not been attended to. The 
hon. gentleman also promised that the wharf 
should be extended towards the dock. He (l\lr. 
,Jordan) conic! not conceive why the wharf was 
not projected from the centre tts promised, so that 
ve"sels might have been allowed to go there for 
the last six months, or at all events by this time. 
The hon. member for Bnndanba had said that 
the coal trade would have received a very much 
larger developn1ent--

The Ho:-~. Sm T. JI.IciLWRAITH said he 
thought the hon. member was out of order. The 
question before the Committee was the Bunda
berg and JI/Iount Perry Railway, and there was 
no w httrf there. 

:Mr .• JORDAN: I may say--
The Ho:-~. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: I rise to 

a point of order. Is the hon. member in order? 
The CHAIR:\fAN: The hon. member is not 

in order. The question before the Committee is 
the Bundaberg and l\lount Perry Railway. The 
r1uestion the hon. member is speaking to is the 
wharf at South Brisbane. 

l\Ir. KELLETT said he always understood 
that on the Estimtttes hon. memhers could talk 
ttbout anything under the sun. That had been 
the practice ever since he had been in the House. 
On any vote, hon. members had always been 
allowed to wander away from the subject. 

The CHAIRMAN : I know that has been the 
custom in times gone by, and for that reason I 
have not felt bound to check h<m. members when 
they wandered away from the question. But 
when I am appealed to, I am obliged to say that 
my hon. colleague is out of order. 

The Hox. Sm T. MoiLWRA.ITH said he 
did· not think it had always been the practice 
to allow hon. members to wander from the ques
tion. He said that in defence of the gentleman 
who preceded the present Chairman. 

Mr. GRI:YIES said the question before the 
Committee was--

Mr. FOOTJ<~ : Coal. 
Mr. GRIMES said there was an item in the 

vote for fuel, and there wtts no doubt that the 
question of the wharf at South Brisbane had a 
good deal to do with fuel. He thought, there
fore, that the h<m. member for Sonth Brisbane 
was quite in order. 

Mr. JORDAN said that whether he was in 
order or not he did not wish to prolong the dis
cussion ; he had said what he wanted to say, 
and he had no doubt, now that ttttention had 
again been directed to the matter, thttt something 
would be done. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thought they ought to 
have some reply from the Minister for \Vorks to 
the charges that bad been brought against the 
Government. It had been stated that, the Gov
ermnent having thrown obstacles in the way, 
persons had been unable to supply the Northern 
ports with coal. He had seen that persistently 
otated in the pttpers as an accusation against the 
Minister for \Vorks. It was said thttt he pro
mised to extend the wharf at South Brisbane to 
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give gre11ter facilities to vessels to take in coal; 
and it was desirable that the Committee should 
know whether he had made such a promise. 
He (Mr. Beattie) knew that the hon. gentleman 
denied that he ever made such a promise; but 
the hem. member for South Brisbane had now 
reiterated the charge. 

The JYIIN"IST:ER :li'OR WORKS said he paid 
no attention to what the hon. member for South 
Brisbane said. He knew he was only speaking 
to his constituents. 

The Ho:-:. J. :VI. MACROSSAK said he did 
not wish to delay the passing of the vote, bnt he 
would point out that the increase in the expendi
ture on that line seemed to be nearly as much as 
the whole-he would not say profit, because he 
knew there was no I'rofit at all--but as much as 
the whole receipts for the year. 

Thel\Hl'\ISTEUFOR WORIG:isaidhealways 
belie;-ed in making ample allowm1ee for the main
tenance of lines to keep them in proper working 
order. It might have been very convenient for 
the Treasurer if he had cut down that expenditure 
considerably. If the vote were not required it 
would not be expended. It did not follow that 
because the money was voted it would be 
exJ•ended extravagantly or thrown away. He 
conld fissure the hon. gentleman that he would 
take Yery good care to keep the exp~nse a~ low 
as possihle ; but he always thought It adVIsable 
to nmke ample provision for the maintenance of 
the line. 

The HoN. J. J'IT. MACIWSSAK said he 
agreer! with the hem. gentlHman that ample pro
vision should be made, and that, as far as he was 
concemecl, the money would not be extravagantly 
expended; but it wonld l>e spent without his 
knowledge. 

l\Ir. .TORDA::'\ saicl the hon. member for 
:Fortitude Valley had stated that he (Mr. Jordan) 
reiterated an accus .. ttion against the :Minister 
for Works, the accusation being that he failed 
to proceed with the extension of the wharf at 
South Brisbane after promising to do so; bnt he 
did not intend what he said as an accusation 
at all ; he simply referred to the fact 
that hi,.; constituents understood from the 
Minio;ter for \Vorks that the wharf would be ex
tended ; he did not say that any promise had 
been made. After the remarks of the hon. 
member for Bundttnba, he thought it a fav.,ur
ttble opportunity to call the attent_ion of the 
Minister for \Vorks to the fact that It had been 
designed by him some time ago to carry out a 
projection from the existing wharf into deep 
water so that ships might lie alongside and load 
with doal. He was reminding the hon. gentleman 
of that fact; he made no accusation at all. 
And he now took the opportunity of acknowledg
irw the fact that the people of South Brisbane 
ha~l received ample attention on the Loan Esti; 
mates. The quE"tion of extending the wharf 
was a great national question involving to a large 
extent the development of the mineral wealth of 
the colony in connection with mining for coal. 

The l\HNISTER JfOR WORKS said that, 
with regard to the wharf, it was not a question 
of finding deep water, but of removing some 
rocks which were ne:tr the wharf ; and arrange
ments had already been made to remove 
them. The jetty would allow vessels to be 
loaded from both sir!es. Cylinders for the foun
dation lutd been ordered, as well as a steam crane 
for the purpose of loading and unloading vessels. 
The present crane was capable of lifting 01~ly a 
small load, but the new one was a 1o-ton 
crane. \Vhen application wa,; made to him for 
an extension of the wharf, he said that the cost 
would be £14,000 or J?15,000, and that he could 
not undertake such a work till provision was 
made for the work by Parliament. The hon. 

member for South Brisbane could see that pro
vision was now made on the Loan Estimates, 
and both he and his constituents ought to be 
satisfied. 

Mr. BLACK said the Bundaberg and Mount 
Perry Railway had been e'-tablished for several 
years, but the receipts were not increasing in 
proportion to the expenditure. The working 
expense" on the eo;timate were £13,940 as 
against the receipts last year of only £7,688; and 
that showed a very heavy loss on the working of 
the line. He asked the Minister for vVorks to 
gi,·e the Committee any information he could as 
to the probable increase of revenue likely to be 
derived from the line, and whether it was likely 
to continue to be a burden on the people. 

The MINISTER FOil WORKS said that 
there was now an additional length of thirteen 
miles open for traffic, but the traffic was not 
very great. It was one of those lines which 
required nursing for a time ; but he hoped it 
would turn out better than it had hitherto. The 
l'vlount Perry mines were now being worked, 
and he anticipated a considerable amount of 
traffic from them. 

Question put and passed. 
The MIKISTER J<'OR WORKS, in moving 

that there be granted a sum of £117,377 for the 
CentralHailway, said there had been two exten
sions-the Clermont branch, thirty-one miles, 
and from Pine Hill to Alpha, twenty miles, 
making a total o~ fifty-one miles of ~dd!tion~l 
railway to prov1de for. In the Engmeer s 
Department there was an increase of £100 
for the Superintendent of l'viaintenance, and 
£50 for a clerk ; and the Maintenance vote 
amnunted to £57,800. In the Traffic De
partment an increase of £100 was put down 
for the Traffic Manager ; there were nine addi
tional men-station-masters, clerks, booking
clerkR, and boys--requiring an addition of 
£2,165 to the vote, and nineteen men.-guards, 
porters, pointsmen, watchmen, and sailmaker
mn,king an increase of £3,024. £250 was down 
for extra labour, clerical assistance, and con
tingencies. In the Locomotive Department there 
was an increase to the foreman of £50, and to a 
clerk of £25. There were eighteen additional 
enginen1en, firernen, and cleaners, . causir:g 
an increase of £2,694; and twenty-six addi· 
tional fitters turners, machinists, smiths, 
strikers, boile;1nakers, _etc., with an increase of 
£4,143. In the Store Department there was an 
increase of £30 to a clerk, and £4,140 for stores 
and contingencies. The increase to the Superin
tendent of l'viaintenance was well deserved. He 
was a very old officer, and it was a considerable 
time since he had had an increase. The Traffic 
Manager also was an old officer, ha~ing been 
in the department, he thought, sm?e. the 
rail way was first opened. He was . ongmally 
storekeeper then he was statwn-master 
for a con;iderable time, and for some years 
p:1st he had been Traffic Manager on the 
Central line. The Locomotive Foreman waR also 
down for an increase, and one or two clerks. He 
might mention th~tt last session the hon. member 
for Rockhampton and other hon. members. !?ad 
called his attention to the necess1ty of givmg 
those officers increases, which he promised to do. 

Mr. P ALMER said there was an item of 
£1 500 in the estimate for the Southern and 
\V~stern Railways, and £1,000 in the present 
estimate for cartage. That item was not 
charge.d in the .Estimates for the ~I!'ryb?rough 
or Bundaberg hnes. \Vould the l\Imister mform 
them what the item was? 

The MINISTER }'OR WORKS said the 
Railway Department undertook to deliver goods 
from the station to the owner's stores, and the 
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item was to meet the necessary outlrty. The 
goods were conveyed at the cost of the depart
ment, and the owners paid higher rates. 

Mr. KBLLETT said he knew that great 
quantities of goods came by the rail ways on 
which the owners had to take delivery and pay 
cartage. They were not delivered by the Gov
ernment. On all goods consigned to him he had 
to take delivery, Pxcept in the case of wool. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that 
if the department attended to the cartag-e of the 
goods they charg-ed for it. 

(,\ue~tion put o,nd passed. 
The J\II:'IISTER FO !{ WOEKS, in moving 

that a sum of £43,316 be granted for the 
Northern llaihvay, Raid there waR an inerca.;.,e 
on the salary of the Superintendent of J\hin
tenanco from £3fi0 to £400, >Lnd an increa'e of 
£10 to a clerk. The L•JCOJnotive Forenmn wns 
down for an increase from £2!\0 to £3:->0. He 
rnight inform hon. members that the Locorno
tive Foreman son1e tin1e ngo gave the ComrnisM 
sioner for Railw11ys a month's notice to h':we. 
Inquiry was rnade as to his reason for doing 
so, when it transpired that he had had 
an offer from a private firm of the same 
salary it was now proposed to give him. He 
was an exceeding!~~ good n1an, and it had been 
thought better to increase his salary by £100 
than lose his services, as they could not very 
well replace him. The additioual increases were 
for additional men. 

The HoN. J. M. JYL"CROSSAN said he had 
no objection to offer to the salary of the Superin
tendent of 1Yiaintenance, nor of the Locomotive 
:Foreman, for both were first-class officer,<. But 
he should like to know why there was no increa,<e 
in the salary of the Traffic J\Ittnag-er, and also 110 
increase in the salary of the storekeeper. Com
parin!j the salaries received by those gentlemen 
with the salaries received by the corresponding 
officers of the other lines, it was found that the 
storekeeper on the Central Hail way received £300 
a year, and the storekeeper on the Southern and 
\Vestern line received £325 a year. Now, 
ttlthough it was a fact that there was not so 
much work done on the Northern line as on 
the Central line, or the Southern and vV estern 
line, still the gentleman employed on the 
former had less assistance, and he had a 
great amount of work to do, and had had no 
increase scarcely. He had received one increase 
since he starte<l at the small salary of £150 a 
year. The time had now come when his salary 
onght to be increased. Then, as to the Traffic 
:Manager: if they compared the salaries received 
by the traffic managers on the other railways 
with that for the Northern, it was found that the 
Traffic Manager on the Centml Railway harl. 
£350 a year, and on the Southern and Western 
£500 ; while the salary of the Traffic Manag-er 
on the Maryborou&h and Gym pie line was the 
same as that of tne Traffic Manager of the 
Northern. There was no comparison between 
the two lines in the amount of work and the 
number of miles of railway. On the Northern 
section there were 170 miles, perhaps more, in
cluding Ravens wood; and the number of miles 
open on the lVIaryhorough and Gym pie line, 
including the Howard branch, was just one-half 
of that on the Northern line. Then, as to the 
amount of work that was done, the hon. Minis
ter fm \Vorks could easily satisfy himself on that 
point. The one had a return of between £50,000 
ttnd £GO,OOO a year, and the other had a return 
of under £40,000. Then the interest which the 
two railways paid on the cost of construction was 
also very different. In fact, looking at the 
Commissioner's report for the year, he (Hon. 
J. M. :VIacrossan) found that the Northern 

line pttid the highe;t interest of all the lines they 
had got. The line from Brisbane to J\lit~hell and 
from Gowrie Junction to Stanthorpe yrelcled an 
interest of 4 ·107 per cent. ; the Sandgitte branch 
was still hig-her, for it paid 4'D01, or nearly 5 
per cent.; the J\Iaryborough and Gym pie line, 
owing to the loss on the Burrum branch, 
only produced 2"782 lJer cent.; the average 
of 'the Central line was 4"795 per cent.; 
whereas the Northern Hailway produced 
7 ·S(i2 per cent., or above 2~ per cent. of a 
clear profit upon the cost of coustrnction. But 
upon that line, which pair! so well, the J\[inister 
for \York:; hnd actually pnt down the small:"t 
Ralaries. There should be some explanc1t10n 
g-iven of that. He tlwught the gentlemtt!' in 
charge of tlmt line had reason to com plam of 
hcing oYerlookcd by the department. \Vhether 
it was the ?lliniHter that waH respOI!H!ble, or 
whether it was the Cnnuui8;-;ionor for RfLilwnj s 
that wet' re,,ponsiule he did not know, neither 
did he care; but one of them nnmt be reeponsible 
for this overlnok of the salaries of the storekeeper 
and Traffic Man'lger. He should like the 
J\Iinister for \Vorks to take the matter of those 
rnen's salaries into hi8 1-lerious consideration. 

The J\UNISTER FOH WOHKS said he 
freely admitted that the Traffic ::\Ianager on the 
~orthern Railway, under all the circnnlstances, 
shoulrl have an increase. But there had boen 
cmnvlaints-not of a very serions cha,racter
against him, and he (the Minister for _Works) 
did1wt see his waY cle>Lr to put down an m crease 
this year. He was quite prepared to admit that 
the people were in that locality rather inclined 
to be pu,;nacifms, and not easily pleased, and 
whet her it was altog-ether the fault of the Traffic 
::\lana~er he did not know. He was trying to 
find out. The other day at the opening of the 
R.averunvood bra.nch he gave great dissath;faction 
in some wav or other. He (the lHinioter for 
·works) hardiv thought he was to blame, for they 
all knew that peoj;le who went to picnics were 
apt to take more than was good for them. 
However. tlmt matter was under consideration, 
ond if the Tmffic :Manager continued to manage 
the traffic to the satisfaction of the department 
he would be prepared to recommeml an increase 
next year. He also admitted that there had been 
an increase in the number of miles O]Jen, which 
now amounted to sixty-two miles. But the line 
had paid a great deal better on the shorter 
leng-th than now. He, howeYer, anticipated that 
it would show better results in the future. If 
he had the opportunity of framing the Estimates 
next year, he would take care the officer of that 
department would not be forgotten. 

Question put and passed. 
The PHRl\HEH moved that there be voted, for 

the service of the year 1884-5, a sum not exceed
ing £11,908 for salaries connected with the 
Chief Office of the Postm>Lster-General's Depart
ment. There were, he said, only two changee 
of importance-and one of these was apparent 
only-in the salaries of the department. 
Th<> superintendent of mails and the super
intendent of the money order office both 
apparently got an increase of £30, which raised 
their salaries from £.')00 to £550. In respect to 
the latter he had previously been receiving £50 
from the contingencies for extm services in 
connection with postal notes. 'l'hey proposed 
to abolish that allowance, and put it on 
the salary, which was a far more satis
factory wtty. He believed the total revenue 
derived from postal notes was about £60. The 
other officer had been longer in the department 
than almost anybody else in it; he was a most 
efficient officer, and it was proposed to put him 
on the same footing as his junior, who haq 
recently got the £50 additional for looking after 



17i6 Supply: [ASSEMBLY.] Suppty. 

the postal notes. The mechanician in the 
telegraph branch was also down for a srrucll 
increase of £20. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER moved that .£SS,GG7 be 

granted for Post and Telegraph Offices. There 
were no change.s in the vote, except in the 
increased number of officers rendered nece"m'Y 
by the incrertsed number of post and telegraph 
offices in the colony. 

Mr. PALi\IER aBked whether there wo,s 
any probability of a rninimum rate of 1:;. being 
established for meoso,ges between Queensland 
>end New South IV>eles '? A messm~e could be 
sent as far as Kimberley for ls., and yet 2s. h>td 
to he paid if it w<es sent over the border. The 
question had often been mooted before, anrl the 
time seemc<l to have come when the system 
should be put into npemtion. 

The PRE:\HER said he did not remember to 
have heard the question mooted before. Such a 
system could not be established without the con
sent of the other colony ; and he did not think it 
likely they would agree to it. 1\Ies~age~ vvcre 
sent within Queensland at remarkably low rates
much lower than in any other colony or country, 
considering the enorn1ous distnnces. 

Mr. BUCXLAND asked whether it was the 
intention of the Government, on the opening of 
the L<lgan railway, to continue to carry the mail 
to Beenleigh ,.;,z Loganholme and \Vaterford, as 
at present'? 

The PHK\IIER said that, without making 
any inquiry, he felt justified in saying that the 
Governrnent would nt'ver run a n1ail coa,ch 
alongside a railway. 

Mr. BUCKL~\XD said the railway, which 
ran across Cooper's Plains, vvould Iniss a large 
portion of country at present supplied by the 
coach. }Iount Gravatt, for instance, without 
the mail coach, would have no mail >et ttll. 

The PREMIE!t said the Government would 
take the necessary steps to secure the delivery of 
the mails, but they could not possibly engage to 
run a mail coach in competition with the. rail
way. 

Mr. STEVENS said that at present the coach 
ran one day on the upper road, and the next day 
on the lower road, thereby providing postal cmu
munication for both. The milway would pro
vide for the upper road, and he trusted the 
Government would not do :1way with the coach 
on the lower road, otherwise the settlers there 
would be entirely without postal communica,
tion. 

The PRKHIER 5aid he did not think the 
ingenuit:;- of the Post Office would be unefjual to 
the task of supplying the lower road with postal 
cornn1nnication without running a 1nail coach 
from Brisbane. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said he had heard that the 
Government had accepted a contract for carrying 
the mail to Beenleigh 1•i<Z Loganholme and 
\V n.terford. 

The PRE:VIIER said mails would continue to 
he carried by coach until the railway was opened. 
All contracts for coach mail communication were 
made subject to the condition that as soon "s the 
railway line was extended to certain places the 
coach mail would be 5toppecl. 

Mr. P ALMEU said he was a little disap
pointed with the answer the Premier gave him. 
He wa.H certain that a great rnany more n1ei'f::\age~S 
would be sent over the border if a minimum rate 
of ls. were fixed. The tendency of the age was 
towards rapidity and cheapness of comrnunica
ti.m, and in some countries they were already 
talking about sixpenny telegrams. There was 

nothing outrageous or wild in the plan, and he 
hoped the Premier would promise to gi;-e some 
consideration to it. 

The PREMIER said he would promise to 
bring the matter under the notice of the 
Postma,ter-General. At present the suggestion 
did not commend itself to him, eBpecially 
in consideration of the fact that they spent 
a great deal more on their posts and telegraphs 
than they received from them. The total reve
nue from telegmpbs last year was £80,000, and 
from both posts and telegraphs was £l05,000. 
They cert:cinly opent a gre>et deal more than that. 
But as he had sairl before, an arrangement of that 
kind could not Le carried out withont the assent 
of Kew Houth \Vales, and he clicl not know what 
their vie·ws were. He believed in reducing the 
expe1"'e of communication of that kind as far as 
possible, because, the cheaper the rate within 
certain limits, the greater would be the business 
done and the profits derived from it. But if they 
had double the number of messages at half the 
price at present charged, the expense would be 
greatly increased while the income would be the 
;;ame. It must also he remembered that the 
line, for three-fourths of its dbtance, ran through 
New South IV' ales, and they would have a good 
deal to say on the subject. 

Question put and passo<l. 
The PRE:\IIER moved that a sum not exceed

ing £HHi,(i()7 be granted for the Conveyance of 
:Mails and Conting·encies. The amount put down 
for the conveyance of inland nutiltl was only 
£2,000 more than last year. In consequence 
of the very unfavourable seasons, and the 
Estimate' having been framed some time 
ago, it was possible that that mnount n1ight 
have to he somewhat exceeded. The amount 
for the conveyance of mails coastwise was in
creased by £1,800. For the conveymwe of 
n1ailR ·ri(1 ~Ielbourne and San Francisco, in~ 
eluding the serYice of the Orient Company, 
the amount was doubled. That was In con
sequence of the arrangement that had been 
made of sending nmils by every steamer that 
left Sydney. Letters now went by the Orient 
line, the P. and 0. line, and the San Francisco 
line; and Queensland paid the same rates by the 
P. and 0. steamers as by the Orient line. 

:Mr. l\IACF ARLANE said he wished to bring 
before the Committee, under the head of "Con
veyance of Iuland lVIails," a grievance of a late 
member of the House who once represented 
Ipswich-lVIr. Francis. It was known to 
some members that some two years ago 1\ir. 
:Francis posted a letter in Roma to Ipswich. 
That letter was registered, and contained £120. 
During the transit of the train from Roma to 
Ipswich it ran off the line at, he thought, Chin
chilla, and the travelling postmaster left his post. 
During his absence the mail-hag, containing 
:i\Ir. :B'raneis' letter, was stolen; then Mr. 
Francis thought he had a good claim against 
the Government, because had not the officer 
deserted his post the hag would not have 
been stolen. A claim was m:ccle to the late 
Government, and it wrcs entertained to a 
certain extent; but the department did nut 
know from what fund the money should be paid. 
lVIr. }'rancis had since made a claim against the 
present Government ; but the money was still 
unpaid, because there was no authority to pay it. 
Under the circumstances, it was well to have 
an expression of opinion from hon. members as 
to the justice of paying a claim like th8.t, which 
he thought very rettsonable. Mr. :Francis, 
although he was in the House when he lost the 
money, did not want to make a personal matter 
of it. He appeared to be too modest ; but he 
frequently talked to him (Mr. ::Y1acfarlane) of the 
case, and he knew that both the Premier and 
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the leader of the Opposition knew of it. There
fore he brought the matter before the Committee 
to get an expression of opinion as to the justice 
of paying the clain1, which he thought was a, 
reasouable one. He hoped something would be 
ouno to make good the loss. 

The PRK\H1Ut said he remembered lH,aring 
of the chtiln smne tirne ago, and he confe::-~ed he 
thought it lud been settled in some way. The 
c~aim appeared to be a good one, but he 
d1d not know what course had be2n pur
sued. The facts were exactly as the hon. 
gentleman had stated them ; but he would 
inrtuire as to what \vere the }>o~tiua~:;ter·
General's views lllJOll the 1natter. He knew 
that gentlen1an 1nentioned the case to hin1 once 
and he was nnder tlle hnpreb<,ion that sornethin/r 
had been done to meet the claim. He remen~ 
bered exprec;sing the opinion himself that the 
claim was a just one from the infonnution he had 
received at the time. 

The HoN. ;:;m T. l\lciLIVJtAITH said, how 
could_ the hm_L. member for Ipswich get an ex
pressiOn of opnuon from the Committee when the 
facts were not known? If the hon. member had 
asked for the papers connected with the case, 
hon. gentlemen would have had the facts before 
them. He did not remember the facts, but he 
:'emembered the claim being made and that 
rt was thmoughly sifted several times. He 
did not know whether the modesty of 1\Ir. 
l<'mucis stood in the way or not, but at 
any rate he kept the claim before the Gov
ernment repeatedly, and there was every dis
position to exl'lmine it. The decision arrhed 
at was that it could not be entertained without 
establishing a precedent thut would be tt very 
bad thing for the country. The ftccts were not 
so simple as the hon. member had sctid ; for, if he 
remembered rightly, a compliance with the re
qnest of J\[r. Francis would letwc the door open 
for similar claims to be put in at a future time. 
A man lmving· registered a letter that did not 
turn up, the Government could not be made re
sponsible for the amount of monev it containecl. 
The difficulty was that it was hard to say what the 
letter did actually contain. It was not thrmwh 
any want of examination on the part of tl1e 
department that the claim had not been settled, 
but because the Postmaster-General was of 
opinion that the claim could not be entertained. 

1\Ir. 1\IACDO?-JALD-PATERSOK said tlmt 
about fourteen or fifteen days ago a de1mtation of 
re,idcntsof Fortitude Vulleywaited upon him and 
stated as follows :-That they had written to the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley, :Mr. Deattie, 
and made an appointment for the following day 
for the purpose of getting him tu ask a certain 
question in the House about the Valley Post 
Office. They waited on Mr. Beattie by appoint
ment indicated in a letter which had been posted 
the day previously, and not finding him at home 
it was suggested by sev'eral leading residents 
that they should wuit on him (.:\Ir. Macdonald
Paterson), as he was a resident of Fortiturle 
V alley, and would probably take some interest 
in the question in regard to which they desired 
to have an interYiew. On hearing them 
on the subject he stated that he would 
represent the matter to Mr. Beattie; that he 
believed some misapprehension had occurred 
on the part of l'.ir. Deattie, and for that reason 
the appointment had not been kept. He stated 
that he believed 1lr. Beattie had no objection 
to asking the question to obtain the informa
tion desired ; but thut if Mr. Br attie had any 
objection he (Mr. l'.hcrlonald-l'aterson) would 
usk the question himself. Subser1uently he met 
J\Ir. Beattie, and explained the matter to that 
hon. member. He had not then m:tde up his 
mind, bnt he afterwctrd.s suid that he did not 
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intend to usk the question-for what reason he 
(sir. JHacL!mmld-Paterson) was not prepared to 
state. At any rate, he did not in any way 
wish to disturb the harmony that subsisted 
between Mr. Beattic and his constituents ; 
but at the same time he had promised to ask 
the quo,,tion if Mr. Beattie would not. He hctd 
hoped before this to have had un answer 
from the Postmaster-General himself, to whom 
he handed the written memoranda of quee
tions that he took from the deputation. 
l:;peaJdng frorn mmnory, he thought the inforn1a
tion sought was to this effect : :First, why did 
the Govemment abandon the original site pur
chase[! by them in Ann street ; and secondly, 
was it true that the Government had purchased 
a site in Brumwick street? He thonght that in 
view of the fact that that part of the city would 
extend right down to J3ulimba on the south-east 
and along the btlllk of the river to New J<'arm, 
and that the whole of the vacant paddocks there 
would in a few years be built upon, the Govern
ment should have fixed upon a site that would be 
suitable to the expected increase of population
a site which would have been more central. He 
did not deny that hoth the sites referred to were 
very good ones at present; but having regard to. 
the increase in population, to the cutting-up of 
the land, and the traffic arrangements by the 
tramways, it would have been better to have 
gone a little further clown Ann street; the 
Government should either have stuck to the 
original site, or gone a little further the other 
way. 

The PREJ\HER said he understood that the 
rea.Hon why a site was }JUrchased in Brunswick 
street was that, after full consideration, it was 
thought it would be more convenient than the 
site previously purchttsed in Ann street, because 
it was common to all parts of the V alley. There 
was not a great distance between the two, and 
it was thought that a great many people would 
have to go a good deal out of their ordinary way 
to get to the site in Ann street. The site in 
Brunswick street was exactly the site now occu
pied by the post and telegraph office, or it was 
adjoining~he was not sure which; at all events, 
there were not many yards between them. 

Question put and passed. 
The PHEMIER moved that £400 be granted 

for the 1\leteorological Observer, Brisbane, and 
the purchase of instruments for country stations, 
and contingencies. He regretted that he was 
nlutlJle to nwve a larger snn1 on that occasion, 
but the Government had not yet had time to 
deal with that very important branch of the 
Public Service, in order to see exactly what 
should be done to put it on a better footing. 
He hoped before long- that they would be a hle 
to take the matter up, so that the pnblic might 
get fuller information about the state of the 
weather in all parts of the colony. 

Mr. P ALJ\IER said he did not think the 
Colonial Secretary was aware that the report of 
the Meteorological Observer was not obtainable 
in the statistics. The only place in which it 
could be found was in the Got'o·nment Ga:ette, 
and it was not everybody who was in a position 
to keep a copy of that periodical. A report like 
that ought to be easily obtainable, and obtainable 
as far back as it had been published. He was 
looking for it the other day to find out the rain
fall on the c<•ast and in the interior. He WliS 

qnite certain that it had only to be mentioned to 
make it easier for the public to get the informa
tion. 

Mr. JORDA~ said it was to be regretted 
that the Observer's report wn.s not published 
earlier. It was usntclly bonnd up with the vital 
statistics published by the Hegistrar-General. The 
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Registrar- General h;ccl no cnntrol over the 
~leteorologica.l Observer, who wa.s under the 
p.,stmaster-Ueneral ; lmt year hy year he had 
tn,ken n. goo(l df';-tl of trouble to rmuinll hi1n thflt it 
Wits d("_sirable that hi:; report should l)e rcndy :·m <U:l 

to. be bouncl np with the ~tati~tics of the enlony. 
}{e (~lr. Jordan) thought the report ~honlJ Le 
pnhlishc d in that way : c·url the attention of 
the Pustmnskr-Goner~l hctd hcon mllcd to 
it. Last ye.w the He;.;·istrar-Cellcml hacl b•:cll 
unctl1le tcg·ain, for the second time, t:< obtain the 
report in time to be hnuml up with the vital 
statistics. It happened in lSS:\ and it oc('Uri'ecl 
ag-ilin last year. The vitctl stat.i.·.tics wure 
published ;cbout June or ,July in each year. The 
hem. member for Burke ;csked him the other clay 
where the Observer's reports were to be fou11d, 
and he tnr11cd up the vit:tl statistics am! 
showed the hnn. 1neu1 ber the Tlegi8trar-U ?1181'<1..1 ·"' 
ren1ark on the subject. 

The PltE:\IIE ll said he wn,s surpriwrl to hce~r 
tlmt the report was not pnblishccl. Ho was 
informed that every y<• .. ,,r it was l;cid befme l'at·
lian1eut. He attnche(l gre::tt in1port:l .. nce to the 
n1eteorological reports, :tnd he thought the iufor
nution shoul<l be given as c;cdy a<, po: .... ible. He 
wonlcl bring the 1n:1tter under the noLicl~ of the 
Pobtlnaster-C-i-enera.l, a..ncl a:-3k hiTn to t·tke snch 
stops as would effectually prevent the delay 
cmnplained of. 

Mr. ,TORD .. \N said l1e clicl not sccv that 
the report had not been publisiwd. \V hat the 
Rc•nistrJ..r-General called attention to was that it 
wa' not published in time to be hound up with 
the statistics. That occuncd the :\ eccr before, 
;end the repDl't was published a .. ; a pMlbmeutary 
paper. 

:i'>Ir. P AL:\1ER said there was one mm"' 
matter he would cnll attention to, and that "·a; 
the necessity for lJroviding rain-g~cn~~es rrt the 
different telegraph .-.tn..tions in the interior. Some 
tele:;mph st;ctions compbined that they lt:d 
nothing hut ;c pickle-bottle to take the rainbll i1:, 
and he was sm·e tlmt a pickle-bottle was not accH
rate enough for Ncientific pnrpo ,cs. 

The PREl\IIER said he was under the irn
pres~ion thn,t r<Lin-gaugc:-3 were provide(l [tt all 
stations. He agreed thccct they ought to be, and 
had a;;sumed that they were. 

Mr. PALl\JER said he had ;cpp1i· ,] for "'''' 
for Hughenden about a month ago. 

The PRE:i\IIEit snid he vms afraid that tlmt 
branch of the department wanted looking ttfter. 
He was informed the~t the J\1eteorologiccl..l Report 
for lt!S3 was received at the Printing Of!ice yes
terrlay, which was mther late-ne~rly twelve 
months hehi11cl time. 

Que,;tion put nnrl pa,secl. 

The COLO:t\IAL TREASURER, in moving
that £5,54?) be voted for the Amlitor-Ceneral, 
travelling inspector::; and cont.ingcncie.~, saicl there 
\Vas an increnRe of £JH5 upon the ~unount voted 
);est year. There was a new appointment mntle 
with a view to extending the audit to the Ioamb 
Department. Up to the present time the Lnucls 
Department accounts had been audited by 
one of their own st.::Jf, bnt it had bee!l found tle
sirable that the Auditor-n•:ner<tl shonlcl spcciully 
audit the regiHtcn· of the Lnucls J)c:parttnc:tt, anLl 
to do so effe:ctively this new appointment hnd to 
be 1r1::tde. There \Va.:: an incro~tHO of £30 in the 
salary of the accountctnt, which h:e<l lwen 
given \Vith n.. vie\V of con1pensnting hirn for 
being deprived of priv·ate buNines,;-which he 
had had occasion to refer to before-in connec
tion with the "tr,tement' which were occasionally 
rer1uired to be framed l1y that gentleman in con
nection with the marine insurance. The Govern
ment notified to that gentleman that it was 

desirable that he shoulcl relinqnH1 ;ell work out .. 
f.:i(lc bis clep<trtmental clntic·,.,, rtn(l they clcet11ed 
it only fair cnulpen:-;:Ltion to gi\TC hin1 au increa;;;e 
of ';iSO. There had lmcn ''· rertdjn,tment in the 
(,ffice in C~IH":eqnenc; of tlw new appointinn~1t, for 
th(· pnrpo>d of r'mHlnctill'.:· the. audit of tlH" La..nd . ..:; 
J)epa-l'hnent : and the nnrnLer nf exatllinel'~ had 
he :1 rr· ln~ed. One of them hntl tran~ferretl 

the inspectors' Ht:Lff, tlO that rnnnbol' of 
was inerea"ed to thl'ee. The other 

were to t\vo in.-.;pectors and a,l:.;o to the 
senior intip~~etor. There wws a,l ,.) an inen;ar-<e in 
thu for fnra~e. caus~:~·l by the increa:-;ed pl'ice:-3 
th~Lt to 1)8 paid by the officer~ d:..;iting r:1rinns 
ont-;ide stations. 

QnP..,tiun pnt and pas·,t:·<l. 

The PR1~:\IlER, in moving· thcct £11,1GO be 
rotecl for Pa('lfic ]t;land Inunigration a.nd cou
tingunciP '; ~-·.jd that the vote was pairl 
out of the T':wific Island Tmst FnJHl, which 
was c'talJ]i,hed mH .. ler the Paciiic Island 
Labonn:m·; Act. The fir;-;t iten1 W.'JJS ll1UtlterP<l
£100 a year for the Immigration Agent--for RU]•er
intemling- that branch of the dep<trtment .. The 
next item VvaR an rrllow~HtCP to the ..ti_cting· lnuni
gnttion Agent, ~,d1ich he propn.-3c(l . ..;hould reuutin 
on the E~ti1nate~. lie propo~ed, h(nn ver, to 
;cp]n·opri<CtP that sum smnewlmt differently to 
what wns inton(1e{l when the J.:;-;tinmte3 were 
fmmecl, and to divide it between the otlieers who 
hatl snpnrvbion of that Lrauch during 
the ab::;ence of the Innnigration .... \gent. 
Tl.cre was a new item, the Chief Clerk at £400. 
Forrnerly, the Chief Clerk in the InnnigT£ttinn 
OH-lee received £15 as an fLlloo..~.~ancc in rc...:pect of 
the Pacific Island lnmwh. _ \o he had ttlrPady 
expbine<l, the work of the two branchu of tlie 
departlw:llt cnnld not be carried on by one 
officer. The result had hroen tlmt the 
snpernswn of the Polyne8ian \mmch had 
h:come extremely defective ; and it wo.s 
considered u.l)~olutely nece..,f.:::Ll'Y to appoint an 
of!icer to t:" .. ke charge of that branch. He 
believ·e:l, now tlmt an officer lncd been appointed, 
that he was the harde·'t wmked oiiicor in 
tlw Public Senice, althou~·h he had three 
clerks to assi::.;t hirn. The mnonnt of cmTUH
poudence and 'n'ork in connection lvith labour 
ve,:),-:;cls ancl i~lan(lers in the colony was very 
~-.!.· et incleP<t J-Iowever, he 'vas very ght(l 
t1· ,"· that the depm-tment WflS at Jn·e-:ent on 
a t~;lera.bly sntififactory Lasis. Hon. n1e111 bcrs 
would observ·e that it was Jn·oposed that there 
should be ;m additional inspector rtt ~Iackay, 
an(1 that there '"' ~L~ nn increase to the salary 
of the pre8ent Inspector of £:30. The Inspector 
of l'olynesians ;et l\Iackay had nn enormous 
mnount of work to do. There were a, great 
rn~tny rnoro islmulers in that district than in any 
other; in fc.tct, ahnnst as rna.ny as the1·e 'Yore in 
all the other di1, tricts of the colony put together ; 
an~..l h,J thought, con.sidoring the arnonnt of ''nwk 
that of!icer had to do, that he~houlrl receive a larger 
s .. <le~rv than the other inopoctors. It \1 as also abso
lnt·:-1)-~ne~es.'i~ry thc.tt hR shqnld ha,·e an as~i~tant in
spector, becam;e an iuspect,Jr shonld not beu1erely 
an officd~ who staved in his ov:n office .:~..nd corres
pon:lul 'dth th liead oflice. He ought to be an 
insrector in reality well as i:!.1 rwu1e; thet.eforo 
th:c UovermnetJt had placrcl that extm mummt 
upon the r ... t,in,:ttCN, anc\ h:"td al,.J appointed :111 

a.8sista.ut. l-Ion. n1ernbcrs wou1U ~ee that it W[>:; 

proposerl to a1 )11oint a clerk to the in;.;pector for 
To,vnsYillo and tbe Dnrdekju. 'fhat \Vtt~ lH~eau.-:<e 
the Inspector of l'olynrsians in those clio
tricts lived at 'rownsville, while the i'oly .. 
nesians were on the Burdeldn ; a.nd n..s the 
im.;vector at Townsville \Vas also innnigr::ttion 
agent, it Wi1S hlllJOSSilJle for bin1 to attend lJl'O
perly to both oflicee;; therefore, the Government 
vrorJosed to nppoint a clerk \V ho would also ;cct 
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as assistant inspector. The same observations 
applierl tn tbe inspector at the Inl;'ham district, 
Herbort River, but the necessity for rt)Jpointino· 
an "'·istrtnt inspector there had only bee~ 
rtpparent since the J<:stimates had been framed. 
The intention was that those assist:1nts should 
inspect the pbntations more frequently. \Vith 
re:::;pect to Goverrnnent agents, they rmnaiued, 
:1s before, at £200 a year, while the amount for 
supernurnera.ry agents \Vas reduced 1y £800. 
:For contingencie.-.;, forage, etc., the arnonnt \VrLs 

nearly the same as la ;t year. The amount for 
Polyrw·,ian ho.spitah:~ wad il.wrcnsed. 'rhey ,,·ere 
only just beg·un when the Estimates \Verc lJefore 
the Committee last, and only a hhlf-year's salary 
was voted to the mdical oflicer at l\Tackl1Y. 
Now there w'ts a salary of £;)00 a ye.'tr for 
the resident ~urgeon, aud £350 for an asf:list~mt 
surgeo11. The aRsistant surg-eon was abso
lutely necessa.ry, bet"<tu."'1 it was in1possible 
for the surgeon to vi>;it the phntations ; and it 
was far more beneficial for the islanders that, ex
cept in ca~et:; of mnergency, they should be treated 
upon the planbttions rather than taken to the 
hospital. The sa.lary for the resident surgeon at 
J\faryborough was fur the full year in,;t(·,td of for 
the half-year, as it rtppeared on the last Estimates. 
1,-'nra.ge allowanv· ~,vas given to lloth ,::;urgeon:;;, 
and an allowance in lieu of f]lHwters to the 
assista.nt f:lurgeon at 11a.ckay. rrhe e~tiln:1te 
for nminteuance and HO ou wa.s the sa1ne as 
before. 

l\Ir. BLAC:K said he was glad to see that the 
Premier had sent an a,sistant inspector to 
JVIaclmy. It was a matter he brought for\\ ard 
some time ago, though it was only very lately 
that any attention htld been paid to it. 

The PREMIER : I never heard of it. I 
thought I desened credit for that myself. 

l\Ir. BLACK said he refeued some time ago 
to the abr:iolute necessity for f:luch an oir~cer, aud 
he was glad to see that the neces"uy provi,;ion 
had been made. The pbnters were mnious that 
the Polynosian ins1Jector.~ shonlll be ilL..,peetors 
indeed, ancl not compelled, a,; the olticer at 
11ackay hac\ been, to atteml to the whole of the 
ilninigration, l~uropoan ::ts well as p,-llyne:-.ian. 
In cu1mection with the hos)!it:,J at ~\laclmv 
he wi,lwd to point out-awl no donlJt th~ 
Premier was already aware of the fact-that there 
had berm an enorn1ous expenditure incurred 
on the building ; and he hoped that, as the 
expenses of the hospital were entirely contl'ibuterl 

• from the Pacific IslaiH1ers' Fund, due reganl to 
reasona.blo econmny was being· pr,) .. ctised. He 
httcl m1 opportunity of inspecting that lwspital 
within the Jrt,.,t two months, and he must s,ty 
that the merlical officer in charge desel'\'ecl every 
credit for the splendid condition not only of 
the building-s, but of the grounds also. Every
thing connected with the plrw,, a" in an 
unexceptionable condition. At the f'",me time 
\~.rith a large trnf.it fund, over whie1; 
the department, apparently, had unlimited con
trol, he wished to point out that the e:qn•nditure 
was extremely 0xco,,,ive, and he trusted that the 
Premier would see that the expenses were not 
unnecessarily m;gmented. The capitation fee 
levied on the Polynesians at the present time 
would be altog·ether insnfficient to carry on 
the hospital on the scale on which it had 
been inaugul'ated. There were several items 
of expenditure cnnta.ined in a retn1·n for 
which he had called which he hoped the 
Connnittee \Vonlcl not soe again. J-Inrses n.nd 
ychicles, £?27 12s. Gd.-that was, he thonght, a 
very lnxurwus appendage in connection ith a 
hospihl; in frtct, the cost of that hospital up to 
the present time appeared to be £8,500, and he 
thought for a sum of money like that they 

should h:1ve a hospital equal to anything in the 
colonies. Th~t hospital h~d not been open 
twehe months yet. 

The PREMIER : The amount of £8,500 is for 
a year and a-quarter. 

l\Ir. l3LACK: If that basis of expenditure 
were contmned, he was quite sure that the sum 
on the Estimates would not be found snflicient. 
He wonld now refer to what he thought was a 
great piece of injustice-that was, compelling 
thn planters to pay £ili)0 to Hernsheim and 
Company for the dc--;truction of property, an 
act cm1secl by the neglect of the ship
owners, and which should rightly have been 
pctid by the shipowners. The planters of Qneens
land were not in any way whatever to blame in 
connection with the transaction: and it \vas 
only right that the shipowners should have 
been compelled to pay the money and not 
the planters. The Polynesian Trust 'l<'und 
was a very convenient fnnd; and that was 
the first time the Committee had been able 
to ascertain what had been clone with the 
huge mnonnt of money placed in the hrtnds 
of the department. He found from the 
return to which he had alluded that it was 
as good n.s a vote for contingencies for the 
department. If there was any question as to 
what fund an item of expenditure should be 
charged, he could quite understand the ~Iinister 
sayin:; ''Oh ! put it down to the p,wific Islanders' 
I<'nud." That appc:cred to be the system on 
which it \Vas worked. A stun of £22 for survey 
fees was charged to the Pacific 1:--~la.nders' Fund, 
anrl there was an amOLmt set down which was 
expended by the Inspector of Distilleries. 

The P 11EMIER: That was for stopping the 
sale of grog to islanders at :Mackay. 

Mr. BLACK: Why should it be charged to 
the Polynesian Fund~ \V as there any other 
expenditure which properly belonged to the 
Police Departn1ent charger\ to the Polynesian 
Fund ·? Then there were the expenses in connec
tion with the retum of the "J essie Kelly's ,. 
i,,Janders-£50:5 3,;. 5d. He unden;toorl that in 
that ca.se the Go,·ernment had enforced the 
boil(] gi\'en by the shipowners. That was a case 
ext~ctly similar to the case of Hernsheim and 
Company; the shipowners were in fault-and 
though the Government ]mid the amount 
out of the very convenient Polynesian Fund 
in the fir;t in,,tnnce, he understood that they did 
enforce the bomi against the shipowners. \Vhy, 
then, wr<s not the same course adopted in the case 
of Hernshcim and Company? Expenses attend
ant on inquiries and court case-;, ~tnlounting- to 
£3\l) 4s. lOd., were also charg·ed to the Poly
ne,;ian Fund. \Vhat he particularly wished to 
know was, whv the forfeiture of the bond was 
enforced in the case of the '' J essie Kelly, '' while 
the planters were made to pay for the neglect of 
the Government agent in the case of Hernsheim 
and Company? 

The PRKVIIETI said he originally directed 
that the bond should he enforced against the 
owners of the" Stanley"; but it really rcppeared to 
besnchahardca~e-they hadlo,ttheir ship, which 
was vi-reeked, had sustained very sever{; loss, and 
the injury complained uf w>ts really done by the 
captain by the direction of the GoYernment 
Agent, who was the officer of the Governn1ent~ 
that it really seemed to him ine'luitable to insist 
on them ])('CL!'ing the loss of their bond. There
fore he rctrac,er1 his steps, and die\ not insist on the 
payment of the bond, because they had alreacly 
sustainetl (Yxtrmnely heavy loss, and because 
the tr11ns"'ctions from which Hernsheim rtnd 
Company suffered were really occasioned by the 
act of the officer of the Queensland Go,-crnment. 
The hon, member also talked abolJt the amount 



1780 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

having been excessive. Now, the hon. member 
mnst have rPad the papers in the case of Hcrns
hcim and Company, laid on the table of the 
House on the motion of the hem, member for 
l\I nlgr:we. 

l\Ir. BLACK : I did not say they were 
E''\.cesf.;ivc. 

The PRE:\IIER: He must have read wh<>t 
had Leen per~istently denied to exist, both in 
the House <>m! ontsi<lc--the mport of Deputy 
Cmnmi:-. .. ,ioner Rmuilly, which the Govern~ 
ment obtained befme they entertained the 
claim. The claim was for £1,000. He (the 
Premier) asked l\fr. Rnmilly, the Deputy Com
mi,.<ioner for the Pacific, ";ho had been ttt tho 
place and had conducted the inquiry, to bvour 
the Government with an e'timate of the 
damages. He would read :\Ir. Homilly's report. It 
had been said over and o;;er again thnt the 
nwney \Vas paid without in(lniry ; _even the young 
g-entleman who pruidcd over the ::>upreme Conrt 
at Fiji took the opportunity of expressing his 
wonder that the money shoulcl have been ]mid 
when there was no evidence before him to ohow 
that it ought to have been paid. He (the 
Premier) pointe<l out, in a letter to the Governor, 
which wonl(1 be found a1nongst the p:-tpers, 
th:tt it w:ts no part of his bw;iness to decide 
whether or not the money shouhl have been paicl, 
11ml th:tt it was not ex<>ctly pertinent to the <Jnes
tion before him. He would read the letter he got 
from Mr. Homilly :-

"Brisbane, 2nd April, 1~81. 
"SiR, 

"I beg hc1·e-..vith to return yon t.llC Uocnmcnts 
ha.ving refcrunce to the l'roceeding:e ot' the ' ::HauL·y,' 
clnring- 1101' visit to 1 ho Lnelllan l~lancls. 

•· I have endeaYOUl'Cd to form an estimate of t.hc 
clamagc done l)y the master of that vr:s~cl in burning 
certain buildings containing islnll(l prollnee, which 
belonged to )Jr. Ilcrn:shcim, Imvcrial Gcnuan ('ousnl 
in tlte Pacific. 

"The only man 'vho is qnalificd to 1=qw;1k as to the 
amonnt of copra,, b0chc-de-mcr, }ICarl-~llcll, t~tc., whlc h 
they cont.Hinef!, is a German. Carl Tet"'latt', who at the 
time Uwy were lnunt was in clmrgc of the station. 
Helms sworn heforc me that sixty ton~ of eopra, two 
ton.~ of lJ(·che-de-mcr, t-..vo bag:'\ or puarl-~h:.:ll, and elm·.;n 
pounds of tortoise-shell were burnt. 

"rl'ili.s wonlU probably rcprc:'lcnt a loss of some £800, 
valning the copra at £10 ver ton, and tllc b6cho-dc-mer 
at £100 per ton. 

"The man Gcrrans guesses the amount of copr:-t 
destroyed to lmYe he-1.;11 nbont hv~.-nty tons, hnt i.t i· ;L 
most <lWicnlt thiug eYUl for an eAperit•ncetl llL:tH 'o 
make such a guess. Oopra till it is sl1ippc(l b Jl.lt 1 
loosely in the shec1, and an estimate, such as Gerrans 
seems to ha Ye m:t<lc must of neers.,ity lJe incorreet.. I 
do not imagine tlte value of thG trade goocls dcstroyeJ 
conld have been very great. 

"The German luul bCd1 so long on the islanLl without 
supplies that his stoek umst ha Ye been nc:n·Jy if not 
{1uite exhausted. 

"The value of the building:-. is prolmbly too trifling to 
b;;- taken into account. As f~tr as I could. t;t,,e they -..vero 
merely sheds erected by the wttives nndcr the German's 
Sllpcrvh.:ion. 

"I should s:ty, therefore. that if earl 'reb:laff's state
ment. is to bo believed-and he is tllc onlv man who can 
be vossessccl of any knowledge on the sul)jet;t~that. the 
loss snstaincd by )Ir. llcrnsheim must be tLt lea~~-· £8JO 
or £850. 

"I have, etc., 
"Huun IL\.sTI.Xus Rmn!.LY." 

His (the Premier's) minute upon that was as 
follows:-

w:\Iewo.~\rith reference to the claim ot ~IC','3l':-S. 
IIrrnsheim for loss sm:tainctl tlu·oni-('11 tlto <~ction or tlJC 
master aml Govt·rmnent agt·ut of the 'Strml1 y' at the 
Lar~hlan I~land~, olf::r Jir. 1IetF,:;[er, '\Yithonll;rejtHlice, 
£550 in full dhcharge of the cli~im.~~- \r.G.-10-..b-St.'' 

That was his answer to the statements \\·hich 
were made, in the House and out of it, that the 
claim was paid without any inquiry. 

Mr. BLACK said that if the hon. gentleman 
had wanted to read that letter he might have 
done it without commencing with the stt~tement 

tha.t he (Mr. Black) had said the claim was 
excessive. He had not said the cbim was exces
sive. 

The PREl\IIER : I thonght you cli<l. Ynu 
have oaid it so often that I thoug·ht you did this 
time. 

Mr. BLACK: I will go so far as to s:cy I never 
said it. 

The PRE:\IIBR: I thought you did. 

I\lr. DLACK saicl he did not think he had 
ever refene• 1 to the case before. If he had 
kno\\ n the hon. gentleman \VaH going to rearl 
e::-:_tl a.cts ~ rmn that rep m t he '"nul cl ha\ e \VorkEtl 
it up, and he had a very strong opinion that he 
,,~ould h~tve found smuething· \rhic:h would 
justjfy hin1 in Rayiug th:1t the clahn \vas 
f'xces-jve. Notwithstanding the }wn. gentle~ 
1nan's sense of justice, aJthongh 1lr. l{mnillJ 's 
statement put the valne of the copra dos
tmyed at from £600 to £SGO, he only pair! 
£3.)0. He evidently thonght the claim was 
exc<''"iYe. \Yhat he (1\Jr. Black) compbincd of 
was that the planters, who had not in any way 
been implicated in the transaction, should be made 
to pay. 'l'he hnn. gentlenmn lmd explained that, 
ont of con1nlisera.tion for the niisfortnnes of the 
r:.hipowner-nli·_,fnrtnnes he waN HOlTJ to say the 
hnn. gentlen1a11 did not w-mnJly connniserate
the money wtts taken ont of the Polynesian 
Trust Fund. In fact, the j>lanters were com
pdlecl to pay for the negleet of the Govern
ment officer in charge of the ship ; that 
\Yao what he complained of. If hem. gentle
mtn wonlcl take the trouble to stndy the Pnly
nesiau Trnst l'uml, they would find that not
with:-itanding the Yery heavy cxpen~:e- over 
£R,OOO for one he>' pi tal, and the J\lm·ybornngh 
Hospital in addition - the fund had actnally 
iucreasrd during the la>it twelve mouths. The 
natmal inference from that wa> that the poll
tax leYied on the planters \Yas exccs;.i YG and 
should l1e reduced. It was not a good thing· 
that a large fund like that should be locke<l 
up in a.ny of the Govenunent <lepartn1e11ts, and 
operated upon in the mysterious way it hac! been 
dealt with. 'l'he House had no control over the 
expcmliturc, and whatever charitable purpose 
the Pn tuier \Vi~hecl to coutribnte to, tlw rnoney 
\';a, i. .. ~:<'n from the Polync·siau Trust :Fund. By 
d(lin-'. t1!:1t he \Vas actiug nnjnstly towar(b thnf-;e 
\\ lw- (, >HtrilJuttJ the fund- the planters of 
Qneensland. 

The PHE:\IlEf1. said he wns sorry to have 
done the hem. member an injustice by sttying 
he had accn,-;ed the G ovenunent of paying the 
money without im1uiry. He thought the hon. 
member hac! said so, and the accusation had 
certainly been made very often. \Yith regard 
to the increa"e in the amount of the expendi
ture for hospitals, the expenclitnre for last year, 
as he had lHlinted out in nHniug the vote, \Vas 
for a very small part of the year ; a very large 
portion of the expenclitme on the J\Iackay Hospi
tnL which the hon. member had alluded to-over 
£;'\;ooo of it-was fm the building. 

Mr. CHUBB ,aid he. saw the Government 
agents were down for the san1e Rnlary as had 
been paid for years past. He thought that pa~t 
e::c.:pcriencc, as \Yell aM recent dii-,....:l(,:::luef.;, hnd 
shown that £200 a year wrrs nnt ·"nffcient to 
attract good men to the sen·ice. There ·were 
:"'HllC cmt1petent n1en jn the sm·vice, lmt there 
v:ere many incorr1petent 3,nd illiterate UJen, and 
so l011g- as the !-.ahtry ·was so low they conld not 
ex]Ject to get good men. It might be sn.i<l that 
aboanl Hhip the GoV"8l'llll18nt agent \Vas found, 
and that that was worth another £,)0 a year; 
bnt while the vessel "as in port he hrcd to 
find himself, so that the remuneration wrcs worth 
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very little more than £200. That was rtnite in
adeqnc!Jte to secure n1en thoronghly cun1petent to 
fill the very import,mt pooition. 

Tho PRE:\IIER said the quntion of the re
tnuner<lJtion of the Governn1ent :-tgent, had been 
under consideration several tin1e~. Smne of the 
1nen he did not knoiv and hitcl not bee.n ablP to 
find ont much about. So br '" he harl been able 
to learn, those who were now mnployC'd wel'efrce 
fl'<ml blarne an(l trtu;tworthy ; though of cnnrRe 
it was very rlifficult to avoid making- mi,takes 
someti1nes. ~\.s far aR his experience ha(l gone, 
they woulrlnot be <tb!e to get better men if they 
paid larger salarie". Up to the time the l"sti
nuttos wore fran1ed, he had not been alJle to get 
::;ufficient information to C1_Hne to the conclusion 
that it was desirable to increa~·e the snJaries. 
Some 1nen now in the serviec wore, he belie....-ed, 
111011 of a Ycry superior ch~uacter indeed. Others 
h,, had some little doulJt ahont. He hacl taken 
what pains he could in appointing them, and 
had not made up his minJ whetL•·x the salaries 
ought to be increa,ecl or not. 

Mr. PALl\IEH said he h:vllooked throug-h the 
p:tpers connected with the tdal of ~Ic}Iurclo 
and D:wies, nnd nothin.~ tlmt he had ever 
read lmd more brought home to his mind the 
f10et that trnth w'" stmng ;r them fiction. The 
trials which those men went through, and tho 
extraordinary an1ount of per:-::eYerLncc, and, 
indeed, heroism that w;cH displayed, "ere tmly 
womlerful. He had aim come to the con
clusion, in reading through the evidence, that 
the amount paid to J\fe"rs. Hernsheim and 
Cmnpany on their clairn wnH excessive. rrrlC 
hon. member for JHaclmy had sccid that he 
did rwt "tate so ; but, with all deference to 
the Pren'ier, he (:\Ir. Palmer) maintained that 
the auwunt \Yas exce::;siYe .. The evidence given 
by Tetzlntf had been gwen only after he 
knew that his emplo;~·ers had pnt in a clnim. 
rrhat was the only evidence as tu vrdne, and 
th·7 might estimate what it was worth \\"hen 
they took his ch:tracter into cmwi.tlera,tion, and 
also tlmt he did not think his own place wmtb 
defenrling. lj~or when he Naw the penple landing 
from the ship he Bimply popped off his revolver, 
an<! ran a way to allow l;i,; hnts to be burnt down. 
All admitted that the building,; were Yalueless. 
rrhe ''St:tnlev" 1 >Cop le "\Vbo saw the COlH'<L an cl :::;torOK 
there considered them'"" actually valueless; and 
in the first letter written by J\Ir. Herrmheim to 
the German Cmhml in Brisbane he only claimed 
£300. It was only after the w, idence f'c1lll8 to be 
taken, and when he knew that hi:-; mnployel'~ hacl 
put in a claim for compensaticm, that Tetzlnff put 
an excessive value on the copra. Tetzlaff's char
acter did not Rtn,ncl hi :{h according to his: own actK. 
J-Ie connnenccrl by lying. untl doing a real ~cri on:-:; 
iujnrytotbe owners of the "Rtanley," and then he 
did not think his O\Vl1 goods worth dofencling. 
Ho (:\Ir.l'almer) wn"qnite eoatiHfied, from looking 
through the paper::-:, that l\Ie~:--r:;, J:iera::;heinl and 
Corupauy nnmt h~tvc been very 111nch :::mrpri,,.ec_l 
at the amount which they ditl rccei>'e, nml that 
they in tlutt \vay got a gTt\tt deal rnore ont of the 
gooth than they could have done in the way of 
trade. 

The PRK\HI'R said that might be so ; but 
wh"'t could they rlo in dealing· with a case of 
that kind'? It was a case in w hi eh thev could 
not set up any nwraJ clefmh_:e. No clmlbt the 
Goverurnent could not be sne<.l for wrong, but 
the cnmpbinants in the ca~e ere the German 
Go\·ern1nent. They rMhHittc'l n,t once, muJ were 
bound to admit, the moral obligation of the colony 
to compensate tho"e men for the lu's they had 
sn:-staine<l. \Vhnt evi(lene~! w:ts procnrable nn 
the snbjcct" The only eYicluwe wccs tlmt of the 
agent Tutzlaff; a,ud he (the Premier) thought 
they had made a very good bargain. It was 

like claims that were often made for compen
~:~a,tion for injnry susta.ined in railway collisions. 
:Frequently the per.:;on injnl'e(l a;:;kea uwre cmn
pen.,<ttion tlum would ccwer the lo,+s he had sus
tl1ined. 

:\Ir. BLACK s:1id he wished to refer to a 
rpwstion in connection \vith the act~on of the 
l'olynesim1 In.,pector at l\lackny. He had re
ceive(l a telegr:un fr01n :.\[ackay stating that a 
ccr·bin munber of boys who were paid off last 
week hat! received certain advice from the 
Polynesian Inspector at JVI:tckay. They were 
told to go dP\Yll to BriRb::tne and go on board the 
'' l,..,ore.3t 1{ing-" n,ud were ad vi t-ied not to spend their 
money at 1\I,LCkay, but in Brisbane. He could 
only "'Y that if such instruction:; had heen given 
it seemed to him to have been interfering 1·ery 
much with the liberty of trctcle. He would like, 
bef•.1rc saying nny uwre on the Hnbject, to a:-;k the 
Colonial Secretary whether he had any further 
expbnation to offer which would pnt the case in 
a more f><vourable light than it appe,cred in at 
prescmt. 

The PREJ\IIEH said that the facts were 
these :-The "Fore,t King" harl lately applied 
for a license to g-o to the South Sect Isbncls, and 
she was g\)ing to ta.ko lmck a. nurnber of boyK to 
Xew Ireland. The l'.Iackay shipowners had 
refused to take them back except at double 
rate,;. \Yhnt their object "''"' in demanding 
double rcctes he dirl not know. The ":Forest 
King'' hacl offered to tnkc them, and the ship 
waiter! to take them. He thought the owners of 
the "Fore.'5t l(ing" \V ere entitled to sou10 rea.Hon
nble consirleratiuu, for they had had very heavy 
losses lately. ,\s the ship was waiting for the 
1nen cmning clown frotn J\Iack:ty, iuKtructionR 
\Ye re given to send then1 down at once, so as not 
to keep the ")!\)re::;t J(ing" \Yaiting 1onger than 
necessary ; m1d he thought the tek;;ram aclllod 
that there was no neces,ity for the men to wait 
till they had spent all their mone.\'· He had 
received lHOre than one telegra.n1 la.st week 
stating that the lnspectm of l'olynesians at 
:Jhclmy lmd said that the men were not 
to spencl their money there. He was very 
angry when he hear<l that. If the thing 
had been clone it \Vitt~ a nlo;:;t unfa.ir aud 
improper thing to do. He had stated in 
awnver to the compbints that no such in
struction:-; hrtJ been given frmn the office in BriR
bmw, anrl he had callecl on the Inspector at 
Maclm0• for an explanation, and the Inspector had 
declared in his answer that he told the l'olvnesians 
nothing of the kind. He stated that he simply 
told them tlmt they were to go down to Brisbane, 
and that they were free to spend their mone)
wherever they liked, either at Brisbane or at 
J\Iaclmy. That was the report which he (the 
Premier) had got tlmt day, S<l that the complaint 
was entirely without foundation. 

1\Ir. BLACK said he admitted that that was a 
very plau.;ible expbnation, but he could only 
say tlmt the tenor of the teleg-r"lll sent up to 
1Ltdmy "as such as to fully justify the l'oly
nesian Inspector in acting'"' he did. 

The PllE:\UK!c: He s"'Y" that he dill not. 
J\Ir. BLACK said he could only judge from 

wh:tt we'" the result. The telegram intimated to 
the Inspector to send down the boys without 
de by and "do not stop for trade," If the boys 
were paid on IV ednesrlay hest, and they could not 
leo,-e until that mc1rning, it was rruite certain th"t 
sorne inflncnc(l,l were nnclonbtcd1y brought to 
bear to ]Jrevent them frnm trading in the 
s~tlne way :t;;:; the i:.:;la,nders had goner::dly done. 
.... \lthongh t1w r>olyno::;iau Ini')peetor 1night say 
he die! not give tlwse orders, it was perfectly 
certain that someone did, allll the telegmm 
was ;;o worded that the I'olyne~i"'n Inspector was 
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justified in acl vising the boy:; as he did. 
He was not a bit surprised that the :\Iackay 
shipowners declined to tttke the boys at £10 a 
head. \Vhat astonished him was that any 
vessel could be found to go into the trade at ali. 
K either carJt::tin, nor cre\Y, nor Govern1nent 
agent knew what their fate would be until they 
got b<eck ; and no matter how honestly the trade 
was carried out they woulcl very likely be put 
in gaol a.t the end of the voyage. J--Tc was glad 
to tine\ that some shipowners in the South were to 
be found willing to continue in the tmde, but the 
Northern shipowners were going out of it in 
self·defence. As long as the Colonial Secretary 
continued to pay the Government agents the 
miserable pittance of £200 a ye".r, there would 
be no reform in the trade ; but if the amount 
were doubled respectable men would enter the 
service. If the trade was restricted to the older 
known islands, such as the Kew Hebrides, where 
the English language was spoken reasona.bly 
well, those outrage,, of which they hac! heard so 
much lately were not likely to ocrur. 'The 
atrocities which they all deplored were conse
quent npon vessels attemvting to recruit at 
islands such asKew Guinea, Kew Irelaml, and 
New Britain, where white men had hardly ever 
been before, and 'vhere .English was not nncler
stood ; and they would never occur if the 
trade was confined to the well-known i,lanclH in 
the more southern portion of the Pacific. 

'The Hox. J. l\f. l\IACROSSAN asked 
whether tlwre were still twelve Government 
agents on the list ? 

'The PREMIER replied that there were 
twelve last week, but that two had sine~ re
signed. 

'The HoN. J. M. l\IACROSSAN: Doe" the 
hon. gentleman intend to fill up the vamtncieo '! 

'The PltE:\liER said there were two vacancir~ 
to fill up. Including supernuu1eral'ies, there 
were about twenty Government agents employed. 

'The HoN. J. M. l\IACROSSAN ":1id he took 
exception to the remark of the hem. member for 
l\Iackay, that there were no respectable Govern
ment agents in the service. He knew several 
who were very respectable. 

Mr. BLACK said he should have used the 
word'' respon!:'ible" instead of'' respectable." He 
had no wish to cast any slur on the re,pecta
bility of the Government agents, but he did not 
think the tmde could be sati:;factorily curried 
out when Governrnent agents conld be got for 
£200 a year. 'The risk was too great. 

'The PREMIER : 'The risk of what? 
Mr. BLACK: Of poisoned arrows and 

antagonistic islanders. 
Question put and passed. 
'The PHEJ\IIER moved that £'1,520 be granted 

for the ofEce of the Chief Inspector of i:lheep. 
'l'here wa' an increctse of £50 to the Malary of the 
Chief Inspector, who had been in charge of the 
dep:11'tment for a very long time, and whose 
work waf.i increa~:dng·. There \\'ere al:::io surns 
down for quarantine buildings ttt Hockhampton 
and Townsville. 

Mr. P AL:VIER said that, with re;.:-rml to the 
proposed quarantine building,; at Rockha,npton 
ttnd 'l'ownsville, he supposed they had reference 
to the quarttntining of sheep from the other 
colnniec;.;. 

The PRKi\IIElt : Y cs. 
Mr. P ALJ\iln~ ':tiel it was necoss:uy that a 

strict supervision should be kept in rtll parto of 
the colony where sheep were likely to tJe bnded 
from the other colonies. i:lheep from Y ictoritt 
had been lauded at :;'\'onuanton lately, and he 
lmd never heard of any action being taken with 
regard to them. 

The PlU::\IIKR said it had boon clone with
out his knowlcclge; he h:td never heard of any 
sheep being landed at Norrnanton. If sheep 
from the other colonies were lande<l there it 
would be necessary to erect <Jurmmtine buildings 
::tt Xorruanton as \\~en as at Rockharnpton anU 
Townsville. 

J\Ir. P AL:\I EH said the sheep came by direct 
Ktearner frou1 Victoria,, calling at Sydney and 
Bri:;baue. 

'l'ho PREMIER: "\Yere they quarantined 
here? 

Mr. P ALNIER : 'They never left the steamer. 

'The PREMIER : Dut there has been no 
through stmtrner frorr1 \" ictoria to K orrua.nton, 

l\Ir. P ALJ\IER : Ko doubt I am wrong there 
'They mu't have been transhippecl at Briobane 

Que,,tion put and passed. 

'The PREJ\1IEU moved that £4,300 be granted 
for the office of Hegi:;trar of Brands. The only 
change in the vote was an item of £000 for 
vrinting directories~a work \vhich had occn,sion
ally to be done. 

Question put ttnd pa:;~ed. 

'The PREJ\IIEJl moved that £3,GG5 1G,;. Sd. 
be granted for Police Snperannu:ttion l•'und. It 
wa~ almoot a formal Yote, the amount being fixed 
by l"w and paid out of a special fund. 

Question put and pai•,ed. 
The COLOXIAL TEEASURER moved that 

£G,3li!J be granted f0r the Government Savings 
B::tnk. The e~tirnu.te sho\Yed an increase of 
£48i\, chiefly occttsioned by the increased number 
of branches throughout the colony, thP.munber 
hadng incrctl"od from 108 last year to 117 in 
the present year. 'fhe chief increase to salary 
wa.; one of ~c.'\0 to the manager at the head 
office, who had not received an increase in 
connection with that office for sorne years. 

l\Ir. BLACK said he would :tsk the Colonial 
Treasurer what provision had been made towards 
secnriug the l'olynesia.n accounts which were in 
the h:tnds of the Polynesian inspectors in the 
vr~riou· parts of the colony. He had moved for 
a return of the 'avi11gs bank deposits of Poly
m·,ims, which laid on the table of the House 
on the 2::ith October. By tlmt return it appeared 
that under the head of "l'olynesian 'Trust 
Account" there were 3,372 Polynesians, with 
deposits amounting to £l:l,8GU. In addition to 
th:1.t, there were !J~5I'olynesimlS\Yho had deposited 
£3,Ul7, and for which, he undr;rstuod, they helcl 
their o\\·n deposit books. \ Vhat he wished to 
point out was the gre~~.t risk that n1ight occur 
smne day in the event of Polynesian inspectors 
being remnvr•d from one district tn another. It 
was very hard to identify those Polynesians. 
The mttjority of them held no deposit receivts, 
and he '' onld even go .so far as to say that, ;o;up
po--ing ~orno of the funcl~ were n1isa.ppropriated, 
what o·ua.rn,nt(J~ had fhe G-ovcrnnlent or the 
Poly11C~ians that they would be able to get their 
nwll'ey when they a]JlJ!icd for it? How was their 
identity going to be provecl? It seerned to him 
that there was in existence a very loose way of 
handling the money of the Polynesians ; and he 
wished to direct attention to it before any 
di"'1.ster occurred. 

The COJ~OXIAL TREASL'RER said unfor
tunatelv there harl been irrcgul:trities in connec
tion \Yith the Polyneoian .Fund, and they were 
detected at a late audit of the Polynesian 
Account. 'The irregnlarities occurred in the 
Briolmue office, nud that led to an investigation of 
the whole of the acconnts throughout the colony. 
An improved system had, however, been adopted 
of denlin;;· with the account.s. The Immigration 
Agent in Brisbane paid the Polynesians, and 
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took their receipt.-; in the 11rc~ence of a wit
IH.)~-;; f1nd in other 1 1artc; of the colony the inspec
tdi'.-; who held trn~t fnwl-.; paid the nwnoy in the 
pre~euceof a witnr_'S'-'. There }Jatl been sevei·nlPoly
lH_'--:ian :lCCOUtd; · 0jJLll8d ill _._\[ad>::5ty. _.:\._g HlllCh a.--, 
£-100 hct<l b'-~11 depo~-;jteJ in one day, and the bet;t 
check they C')nld get wns by can·yiug out the 
RUS"'~·e:-·tlon of t~1e _/~.J1L1itor-Gene;_· d, that the 
i~1anders ~houltl lJo lK-i 1l in thr~ pre:-;ence of a. 
third p:trty, ancl that they shnttl(l be iclentifiod 
as fat HN r~~~,,:iblc by i;-;:·ming to thenl t:aVill~d 
htnk lwok~. .._-\_u iln proved forrn of book h:-:~.d 
1J02ll Hlit!gested, and \'\as now boil!g kept in the 
department in Bri~-Jmne-a. ledger in \vhich e\·ery 
indivitln:-tl a,ccqnnt '\\'as po 'tt~d, together \vith a 
cash 1-<~uk, so that it wa-s a check uut only 
npon the Jepartlnent but abo on the ~avi11gs 
l~a.uk. .~\.~ frtl' ai-i lJDKKible BVdT precaution 
h:-td l)u:m t .. d..:en to prevent ttny further :tbnse 
in tlk dirediou he hml imliccctcd. The alm ,o 
extended to the ccmount of £:"2 l>s. 2J., the 
Ltl':-;'"it Hnnl being £12 and the rnininnnn £1. 
J~oyuncl that no fnrth- 1' irre;,.;·nlarities ha(l been 
Lletectec1. .A very :::;tringent Ht'arch, exteruJing 
over ahont one thou:·.J,nd acconnt8, h:-~.d been made, 
nnd the work of the Sa,·iugs Bnnk had Leeu 
found to be £- •• l.tjsfactury. 

Mr. JlL,\CK said he we~' ghd to h:wc thcct 
:t:--,..;urance frmn the Colonial Tre:u~nrer, and he· 
hopc<l tlmt he wonlcl lw able to cany ont the re
fornl tts he ha1l tingg('·'ited. He ("t-:rta'inly thought 
that it would be a more ·"'tisfactory '-''W of 
n1anag"ing- the Polyne"ian aCC'•)nntti; but he lnain
taincd that a Pulyn(''"iinn inspector, who \\ n,s 
about the only nf!icer who could iddltify the 
1nen, :-;hoP.ld not be trnn~ferred frmu one dbtriet 
to anotlwr, hec.mde he wa.s the only nffic:er \Vho 
rc1:t.1ly knew the lwyti, and ·who knew the auwunt 
of their depo::-:it:-;. 1~:-wh l)olyne:·dan depo,-;itor 
shonld ha YC ~t book of hi~ o\vn. 

The COLO:\'IAL TIU<:ASUUEll: That is 
clone at ~Iaelmy. 

::\Ir. DL_\('1( imi<l he wtts glad to hc<tr 
that the re fonu \V;l s goiug to take that Qhape ; 
lmt he knew th:1t at the pro--;ent tiu10 
the PulylH-'~ian in~pectors hehl larg-e r:n111.q 

uf nwney d~'ptmit~' l wjth theu1 b;.~ the boys, 
whmn thev alone c~onld identifv. If the Go\THrn
nJ<-:nt hacl 'is-;necl instl'uctit,n;-i f:)r c\·ery dt~pn-_.itor 
to h[u·e his llOok in future, then he could soe it 
would be a YCl',\." lll nch safer plan than the cne 
\vhich ]llO\~ailc·d no\v. -Very fe\v people in the 
colony hacl any icle<J. thct the l'olnw,imm lmd 
t1enn.-::itecl th\J inunmH)e ~:nun of £18,000 iu the 
u,;.. .• Gl'lllllH1t Sa.ving.-; Dank, ancl it wa~ onl:, 
right that those nwn, who were to a certain 
extent at the lHere~,T of those who had dct.ling 
with th8111, f:hou},{ he protecteJ. a::: far a, 
poHf-Jible. 

l\Ir. FOXTOX ,,,tiel he 'aw in the Savin~' 
l~ank;-; E.-..tiuJ~l.tc.~ there "·ere two incu)::t:-iC'..;-one to 
the lllaTJag-er of J-~;-;Q, a.ncl rthm .±::·.>0 tn the ottic...::r 
in ehargu of tho Hri .ban\J br~ulCh, who was 
recPiving at lH'E>~ellt .1...:-100 a year. The timne 
Kalnry w:ts being rccui\'ecl by the Chief Cl8rh: ancl 
]~\aminer, atJrl he had Lcdn informed that that 
oflicer wn.:-; ~enior to the qfficer in cbarge of the 
Bl'iML'.tne br:Plch. l~oth tho~ e nHicer.--; had hitherto 
reccin~d .t400 a, year, and it beenwd an anmnalous 
tiling- to 111a.kc the oHlc~ of the n!licee in 
cha1·t;e of the Bric..;ha.ne Uranch nwre lncra
ti ve than the po it ion helcl by hi~ senior in 
the kerdet~. l-Ie did not kno·w wlLthcr he 'vas 
rig-htly informed, but tnllt~;.·. there \Yas ··nme cmn
plaint abont the \vay in wlJich the Chief Clerk 
and _Exaruinc..l' l;erfonHe!l hi:-:; dnties, it wonlcl be 
on]y fair bl place lli111 in the lllattCl' of :--:a,Ltry at 
lca,st npon th~ ~..,,~1110 len:l n.s hl8 jtmior ofticcr. 

'fho COLUXL\L Tl:Ki.Sl'J\J"E cLi<l he w:cs 
not at that uwment aware of the facts of the 

ccc.-e, hut he was inclined to think I\11". Night
ing:cle wa' senior to _the Chief Clerk and 
}~x:nuiner. The rr:1~on fol' the increa.se 1)eing 
giYen to the oflicer in ehargo of the Brislmne 
br8.nch \Y~k) that he had t,> r'Jturn on Satur
day Hi•_,-ht'-, aud in considcro,tion of that he 
had hith. rto receiYed the snHtll sun1 of, he 
thvught, 10~. a ni~)t, 'vbid1 was paid out of 
C~mtingenciL..:;. It w~t·" his intention to aboli«<h 
thnt fee, and nlluw ±:-!!)0 a~ a c Hnpletu >.alary; 
::tlHl though it ,'11Jpeitl'ed on the Estilnatec.; a8 a.n 
increa,·m to the ,'"-alary of that otfcer of £;)0, it 
W:t' in reality onh' h;ere:tsed l>y £10 or £14. He 
n1i;_;·ht Hlentiun that he quite agreed \Vith the h1n1. 
lllClllber for ~Inekc1.y, regnl'ding his desire for the 
Jll'OtE,cti•m of the ishmders; and their intere-,ts 
wcmld be studied as far as practicable. The 
Sadngs Bauk oH-icel' at }Inckay hatl been alrc~tdy 
instructed to i~:~:-;ue depmdt llOuks to the i:slanders. 
In Brisbane, at the central olfice, the Immigm
tion Ag~nt had clmrf;-e of it; but he had not 
been instructe<l to thctt effect yet. 

1\Ir. CHFBB stti<l the senior ofr1cer in 
dmrgc of the Brisbane branch was usually 
ccllowed >t small snm to cover losses. \Vas tlmt 
lJeing continned? 

l'he COLOXLi.L TREASUREH: Yes; the 
n'mal teller's allowance. 

l\Ir. CHUBB sttid, with regccrd to the 
..s<1·Ying:·• brtnk ncconnts of Polynesia11s, it semned 
to him that the point to be aime'l at was the 
identification of the dq lPSitPrs, anJ. it occurted 
tu hiln to sngf;e·t that the savings bank Look 
should contain the name of the employer of the 
depo,,itor. It mmlcl be a very simple matter to 
put clown in the book the name of the islan<ler 
a.ncl biti jHThent en1ployer, an(l it wonhl provide 
an ad<litionalmeans of identification of the per
son who was to reueiYe the 1noney. 

Question Jmt a!l(l passtod. 

The PUK\fil<~li moved that ,£3,848 he gTanted 
for the AgeHt-General's Department. The only 
change in the itmn w~tR for t\vo mnigratinn agents 
for the Cuntinent for six months at f:-!00; and 
l(~z:tu1er for the 1.~uited lCingLlmn for nine 
months at ttiOO. The lecturer for the United 
J{ingdmn was l\Ir. HmHlall, \vho hn.d been 
l'E',Lppoint;:d Lrmn l~t (}ctoher. Before he left 
for l~nghtnd he wa, uutkiug hi1nself acquainted 
with all the districts of the colony, so that 
he wonld l>o better al,le to give full infor
nwtion concerning the colony in the fa,nning dis
tricts of the United Kingclnm, to which he wonlcl 
epecittlly clovote his attention. He would very 
shorth finish lcis journeys in the coloHy, and 
wonld then pro~eed to Eng-land. He (the 
I'remier) h:d not hmriecl him in starting, a,s he 
thonght it well that he should have some experi
ence of the northern dL)trictM iu su1unwr. He 
considere<l the selection of ::\Ir. Rambll by the 
late Go\ ernn1ent \\ ns :t very f:iatisftwtory one. 
1 Le \VU.:-. an enthnsia·1t iu the nw,tter of mnigra
tion, and had a. \'cry oTent mnount of practical 
kuowlcdg,·" in 1n:t.nag-i11g" it ancl iu the solec. 
tion of thn bHt personR to send out to the 
culony. It \V;'., with Yery ~reat plerc~nre that 
he Jn·op<L,ecl that Ralary for hiK rcappoint
Inent. \Vith l'espect to the e1nigra.tiou agents 
f,n· the Continent; they h:cd not yet beun 
appointetl, nor did he know that two \\ould be 
lJecc.s:..:ary ; bnt he '\\'Ould like io have the power 
of ;:,ppninting b\ o if it WCl'O fonn(l necef:i:->a.ry. If 
tboy were appointee! they wonlcl for the present, 

r;d e, he appointed for G-enna,ny and 

( ~nc--;tion put aJHl 1 f;"tRsed. 

The UoLOKlAL TJ:E"\GUHElt rum'e<l that 
t.),00-1 be gran teLl for H ~tr1JOnraud J~ivcr huproYe
mentti, That Kum Khowed an increa:;e of £1,11:; 
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upon the estimate for last year. That ·was 
occasioned by the fact that four new officers had 
to be provided for. The nmster of the dredge 
"Platypus/" which was at present engaged at 
Townsville, was given a sabry of £30:), the smne 
amount as was pctid to the masters of the other 
large (lredges - " Groper," " Stturian," and 
"Octopus." The vote wD.s further increD.sed by 
£300 for the inspector of the new <lredge at 
MD.ryborough; £220 for the. insl'ector of iron 
work D.t Brisbane ; and £2ii0 for a draftsrnan re
t]Uired in the BrhbD.ne office. Those repre>Jented 
the increases in the vote. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER moved that 
the sum of £1G,107 be granted for ·waterworks 
and \Vater Supply. Although the item was of 
much lD.rger dimensions tlmn that for last year, 
it did not necei'sarily imply that the expenditure 
would be more than was actually incurred last 
year. If hrm. members would turn to the 
Hydraulic Engineer's report they would sec that 
the expenditure for last year ;vas very heD.vy 
indeed in connection with the obtD.ining of plant 
and machinery. The e,tirrmte this year was 
framed on "' more elaborate basis than last year, 
D.nd D.sked the appropriation by I'D.rliament of 
sums for wctges for blacksmiths, foremen, 
labourers, horse-drivers, chain1nen, and cookR, 
and travelling expenses and contingencies, all of 
which were pD.id out of Loo,n last year without 
appropriation by Parliament. 

Mr. P ALMER said this was a suhject to 
which he wished to draw particu!D.r D.ttention. 
'l'hc subject of water supply in the interior of 
Queensland had been brought under their notice 
in o, very forcible manner only quite re~ently. 
He would call o,ttention to the first eleven items 
on the vote. An amount of £4,4S9 was set down 
for officers alone, so that the vote for overseeing 
the expenditure of £16,107 amounted to more than 
a quarter of the whole vote. For water supply in 
the interior in 1882, £27,000 was voted ; in 1883, 
£20,777 ; and in the coast districts he believed 
there was £G\J,OOO also. It would not be denied 
by those who had pmctical experience of the 
nmtter, that tlmt amount of money was alto
gether out of proportion to the results achieved. 
He did not reflect in any manner upon the 
political head of the department, but upon the 
practical head. The gentleman in charge of 
that department was not sufficiently well up in 
the reCJ.uirements of the districts suffering now
which had suffered, and which would con
tinue to suffer so long as the vresent 
rule of things wets carried out. Other coun
tries had been successful in getting "' water 
supply. In South Australia wD.ter hD.d 
been struck at a depth of 1,220 feet, jn·o,-ing 
that there was an abundant eupply if people 
only knew where to find it. ThD.t water was 
found at 1,100 feet below the level of the 8ea, 
and it made 12G,OOO miles of country avD.il
able, being of the same formation. Pri vD.te 
enterprise had done a great deal more in 
that direction than lmd been done by the dis
pensing of public money under that ·vote. On 
Vindex Station, in the western part (Jf 
Queensland, water had been struck '"t Fi-1 feet, 
and it was immediately mD.de :lvD.ibble by a pump 
being placed there ; in that way wD.ter was got 
for S,OOO sheep. The only success the Govern
ment ho,d obtained was at Braclley·, Creek, where 
water 'vas struck ; but no 1neans were taken to 
bring it to the snrfD.ce. If any station-owner 
had found it he would hD.Ye put "' pump there at 
once, ancl thD.t would hD.Ye enabled trL>vellers 
along the roo,d to get the water. The loSRes that 
had been sufferecl through the drought ought to 
teach the country a leswn. If they cli<lnot, then 
it desened to suffer in the future. It was not 

D.S if the thing was unaltcmble. It WD.S a well
known fact thD.t "' sufficient control could be 
had over the supply of wttter to render 
droughts far le:-~ detrimental to the best interests 
of the country. 'fhe question "\Y~"l"~, who ·was to 
clo it? Private individuals hml t]nite enough to 
do to find water for thcn1.,elY('::-; ; but it \Vas 
necessary that the rnD.in roa<ls should be kept 
open. Every ch•ss in the cmnnnmity suffered by 
them being closed. 'rhe commercial cbss could 
not get their supplies; the storekeepers suffered; 
the carriers suffered most of o,ll on account of 
the losses of cattle ; D.nd stD.tion-owners suffered 
Ly the high price of etrrriage aud through not 
being able to get their sheep and cattle 
travelled. If roads had dams D.t forty-mile 
stagc·s, that was not the way to keep them open. 
He had had a look at the dam at Sardine Creek, 
and he should like to know what it cost ; 
whether it had ever held water, and how long it 
would hold water when tilled? The dam D.P· 
pe::tred to have co~:;t a large surr1 of tnoney. 
Things wore different now to what they were 
when the Colunial Secretftry took a trip out 
west ; D.ncl it would bo a good thing if he 
could take "' trip out there now. He (lYir. 
Palmer) wD.s r1uite certain matters would nevPr 
be rectified until sume Tt·easurer-some 
dt·ought-strioken ColoniD.l Treasurer had his 
tongue hanging out of his 1nouth for 'vant 
of a drink of water, or saw his cattle and 
sheep perishing for WD.nt of water. He would then 
see the nerAs,,ity of a ou!licient supply of wD.ter 
on the main roD.cls. He (J\Ir. Palmer) could 
not o<ty tho,t that was "' nigg;crdly vote at all ; 
but he thought it "~as tirnc a change \-VfLS nutcle in 
the mode of expending it. He believed if they 
followed the example of Victoria, D.ml appointed 
water tru:;ts, or even allowed the divisional 
boards to spend the money under some State 
superYision, "' far better rctnrn would be ob
tained. He was quite certain that there were 
lots of station managers who, if they hD.d hD.d that 
rnnount of money to expend, instead of war;ting 
it in what wD.s called "the Govet·nmont 
stroke," would have made the interior flow with 
\YD.ter. There wD.s no doubt that in the whole 
interior of Queensland there was an abundant 
supply of WD.ter fit for every purpose. The 
rainfall wD.s greater than in other countries 
where there were larger populations; D.ncl there 
wa., no doubt that more wD.ter flowed uncler the 
surfD.ce tlum flowed over it, That was proved 
by wD.ter being struck at 1,2i\O feet in South 
AustmliD.. :Months were taken up in striking 
tho,t supply, but when they got to it, it 
rose 20 feet above the surface, D.nd lmd 
been so ever since. lie knew one sta,tion 
in the \Vest where the owner hD.d spent in 
d"ms .£24,700, besides £3,700 in sinking wells, 
and there wrts no'\Y n1ore or les;;; water in thm11. 
'rhe Fnitecl States Congress voted a sum of 
nwney for sinking artesian 'iVell::;. The boring 
was let by contract to put clown two bores 120 
miles apart, and to sink to a depth of 2,!JOO feet, 
unless they found wD.ter sooner. At the 
Vindex Station, as he had already mentioned, 
water had been found. He had a letter 
from 1\Ir. E<lkins. nmnager of :Mount Cornbh 
Station, in which he said they put down "' bc,re, 
and on getting down to 200 feet they got a snpply 
CC[Uctl to 12,000 gallons a day. That proved that 
wo,ter was obtccinable, and it only re<Jnired 
Hufficient knowledge, and no turning back '\vh~n 
the hore wo,s down 2('() feet or 300 feet, to get tt. 
He wcH C[Uite certain tlmt if the expense of that 
vote was properly controlled it would result in 
great ac!Yantage to the whole colony. ThD.t was 
a question of fllct. If it was worth while to 
bri11g out a trnJRc uuu1::tgcr for their railway:.;, 
it was <1uite as well worth while to bring 
out a superintendent to take charge of the 
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w dter supply department. The cost of 
obtaining water by boring 'vas not high. He 
b8lieved that in California the cost of lJOring GOO 
feet was £204; that incl•1derl co,sing and every
thing else. He believed thu Colonial Treasurer 
underBtood the importance of the (\nestion; but 
what was the use? He would get up directly, 
and in the bbndest mrtnnm· would say that 
he fully recognised all that, and would tn,ke c.ctre 
thn,t no Knch drought shonld evf'n' happen again 
while he was in office. \Vlmt wa,; the u,;e of that? 
The road,; were not open, and the station mana
gers had to find water somehow. The roads \\ere 
the very means of making the rail ways pay ; but 
instead of so many thousn.nds being· spent in keep
ing the1n open ~tncl. brinp:ing tntffic to 111:1,ke the 
rail ways pay, very little was being done ; and 
there was not now one-half as much brought as 
in ordinary sea.sons. In ordina,ry seat:ons the 
western interior was not half :;o imprcssable. At 
present dams and well:; were made ; but nothing 
was done to make the water found available. 
He was quite certain that by far the best plan 
would be to put the money into the hm1rls of 
water trusts or divisional boards and allow them 
to spend it. Meetings had been held at Mutta
bnrra and \Vinton on the subject, ttnd the 
resolutions harl been sent to him to show that 
the people there were in gre>~t extremity. 
\Vhen Cobb's coach could not travel on the rmuls, 
they might be very well :mre that things could 
not well be worse. He suppo,ed the g-retttest 
extremity the Colonial Treasurer was evr·r put to 
wt>s to have his wetter supply cut off at 10 o'clock 
in the morning and turned on again at G (/clock 
in the evening. That was about all his experience 
of a drought ; he could not have the fttintest 
idea of the state of things that existed all over the 
western part of Queensland at the pre,ent time. 
He was sure the hon. J'\Iinister for Lanrls could 
hear him out in all he said with regt>rd to the 
importance of the r1ue"tion. One of the reso
lutions pas:;ed at a large meeting, held at :Yiutta
bnrra, wa,~ as follov{S :~ 

"'fhat, in the O]Ji.nion of this 1nceting, large tanks are 
a necessity at conYfmicnt distances on the ma,in stock 
routes; and that it would be advantageous to bL,l't; for 
water at intermediate stages, so that the roaLls may be 
open for hor~, team, and coach traflic, even in a season 
wht'll such roads may he closed for traYclling stock; 
therehy taldng all vossiblc precaution to prevent the 
remu·rpncc of the enormous los·:o;es of :stock that lmYe 
taken place this season." 
Several resolutions bearing upon the sa1ne 
r.tnestion, and showing the great straits those 
people had been put to in having to cart water 
three, four, aml five mile-,, for the greater part of 
the year, were also passed ; and he would like 
an asHurance from the Colonial Treasurer that he 
would put a little more energy into that depart
ment. It was energy they wanted. The water 
w''" there, oml the Government would save 
money. He saw a valuable plant on the road to 
Pine Hill, but the season had prevented its being 
taken out. It was no use the Government 
putting 1nen on, and potb:n·ing away thmnselves. 
'rhcy ought to let the "ork by contract, which 
was the only manner in which it could be mul'ied 
out ; and he trusted that the Colonial Treasurer 
would see to the canying out of the purpoocs 
intended hy the vote in such a way tlmt the 
districts of Queensland would benefit by it. The 
amount of money that had been wasted up to 
the preRent tin1e \Vfl.rfi enorn1ons. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was, 
if the hon. gentleman would believe him, 'luite 
impressed with the importance of the sulljcct. 
He did not think the money had tell been wasted 
in connection with the vote heretofore. It had 
certainly not prod need the results tlmt they 
\ViHhed tn hnxe seen at once. Hun. 111e1nhers 
would understand that water conservation 
in this colony was to be carried out under 

pc,enliar conditions. l\Ir. Hendersnn had not 
only been called upon to endeavour to provide 
for the storage of w:::ttt"r in their western interior, 
on the nucin rmtds, but he had been continually 
called upon to find a snpply of water for towns 
in the ,ettlccl rli.stricts; an<l he had received a 
Ia,rge mnount of inforn1ntion frorll all those IJ:trts 
of tbc colony which cnn:<i<1erecl they lmrl a claim. 
He mn:<t admit tlmt l\Ir. Henderson had clmuged 
his opinion aR to the best 1neans of furni~hing a 
water wpply for the interior. \Vh<'n he first cmne 
to the colony he was a strong advocate for tanks 
or dmns ; but he no'v thought thnt boring wa8 
far better. If it were succeosful, there was at once 
a permanent wccter supply, whereas by forming 
dams they had to wait for a :'efl·'<m, and there 
was a g-reat loss by evaporatwn and by cattle 
using them. In short, ?vir Henderson had, to 
a great extent, altered his opinion as to the best 
mode of obtaining a v,ater supply upon their 
main roads. A great portion of the money voted 
fnr water supply had been spent on the survey 
of some of the main road.c, The whole of the 
money lucd not been expended upon the water 
supply ; and there had abo been service:; in 
connection with the opening up of interior 
country, and other expenses, which had to a 
great extent absorbed the funds which had been 
voted for the stmage of water on main roads. 
He was now in h0pes that, a:; a c moiderable 
amount of information had been obtained by 
tbe department, some practical outcome would 
speedily resnlt. The Engineer was in favour of 
boring, and they "\vere now importing son1e of 
Bright and :Edwarrls' Australian water-augers, 
which, he trnstecl, would enable the depart
ment to proceed more vigorouRly than they 
had done in the past, with prospecting for 
\Ya,ter, and v.,rith rnore ~mtisfactory results. 
The hon. member must bear in mind that they 
had had a most ad verse season to contend with 
during the past nine rnonths, and it had been 
'luite impossible to proceed with water conserva
tion in the \V est, in cnnSB'JUence of the want of 
forag-e and the almo:;t impos.,ibility of obtain
inn- bbour; and many works had had to be 
ab~mdoned until the rainfall came. Therefore, 
they ought not to be discouraged by what 
had been done in the past. He admitted it 
would have been more gratifying- to the colony 
to see satisfactory results accruing from that 
water expenditure; but it mu.,t be a matter 
of slow growth when there had been so many 
rer1uisitions from different parts of the colony as 
they had had, with a view of affording prelimi
nary infom1ation. He was sorry he could not, 
that evening, bring before the Committee a 
statement which he had prepared, showing the 
cost of sinking and other expenSt.'3 in connec
tion with the vote in the western districts. He 
could assure hon. members that the cost of 
sinking in Queensland was consiclorably less 
than the cost of sinking in South Australia 
or Kew South \Vales. He had no doubt 
that if they had a change of season, and 
work could be resumed in the \Ve,t, before 
twel Ye rnonths \V ere over a v·ery colhliderable 
addition would be app>trent in the conservation 
of water. As he had said, the department had 
gained a great deal n1ore infonnation, and were 
introducino- machinerv which they thought 
would be ~no re effectl \'e ; and they were also 
prepared to receive tenders from any of those 
privC~te prospectors who chose to offer th.eir ser
vices to the Governntent in the way of s1nking. 
If on. gentlen1en woulcl l1e aware th:1t, owing to 
the scarcity of labour in the IV est, sinking- shafts 
had been an expensiYe operation. The hon. mem
ber for l3urke referretl to the shafts in California, 
UOO feet deep, costing something like £200. In the 
we~tern districts of l.lueenslan<i the mo,t favour
able tenders had beenabout55s. per foot for depths 
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within 200 feet. Therefore the hon. geutleman 
wonl<l see at once the great cli~parity in co~t 
bctweeu Hinking nperatio,,., ill thiH eolon:y and 
those t< which he referrecl in C:t!ifomia. }low
ever, he thonght he·wa:-:: cmly doing jnt:tice to 
]\Ir. BonrJertJou in sa.ying· tlw.t he had of late 
devoted himo, If directly to the ljne;;tion of 
obtainiug a SU}lply of ·water, hy borin~ .. , in the 
\Ve1:it; awl ho had not the '-<lighter.;t lw~;itatiou in 
-.:aying that, within thr' next twelve lHonths, 
there would be a sati;;factory J'eHUlt oho\\'ll in 
connection with that department. 

J\Ir. JI.IACFATILAXE '-oid the hon. melllbcr 
for Bnrke hnll asked the Cdnnial 'frea"nrcr to 
pnt a little energy into the lfyclra.ulic Engineer'::; 
Department; but, though ther·e 'vas a good deal 
of energy in the GoYernHILmt, it 1\·onl(l taJ;:e ;_t 
grcnt deal nwre to energise the 1ua,n at thn 
head of tlmt department, who, he beliened, was 
not fit for the l""ition he hole!. X o matter how 
inefficient heads of dep,wtmonts were, ;\[ini> ters 
seen1ed to ha,\~e no lJ':>"wer over then1. Thc:r ;vere 
told that a change had come over JI.Ir. Henrler
~;;on, an cl thert; '\as Hmne h1;pl: for a 1nan who 
changed his mind "·hen he was wrong; but 
when a 1nan went on for years doing· no good 
with the money voted and pbced at his eli>,posal, 
the sooner he wrrs nut of the department the 
better. ]<'or the heacb of departments he would 
ha.ve n1en w·ho were thoroughly qualified for 
their positions, and he would pay thetn well. lu 
<lneen:sland, l\linister~ had lh'4~n~gTeatly to 1lLune 
for keeping in their Ucpartlnent::; n1en who were 
not tpta!lfied for the positions they held, and he 
believed the ofticer in quc,tion was one uf them. 
If l\Ir. Hendersun dicluut do better with £1G,OOO 
this yecLl' than with t.),OOO la,,t yt·tr it would be 
high tilde next year for the Con1111ittee to t.::tke 
sorne a.ction. 

}\Ir. S:\IYTH said the lwn. mmuber for 
Ipswich wets not justilled in his attack on J\[r. 
1-fenderson, who wa8 mw of the nw:-.;t ~kHfnl 
rnen iu the colony, and lFttl carrieJ out ~:->oute of 
the l[Lrgest \\'ater\vm·kR in \-'ictol'i:1. The So nth 
J\ustralian Govennllent had even a~ked the 
Go\·ernrnunt of l{ueen:-.;land to :::tllow J\fr. ]fender
son to proceed to that colony in ol'ller tlmt they 
1uight get the hen et-it of his profe~:-.;ional servict .;;;, 
He had ":etched l\Ir. He]](ler.•<m's c·m·ccr, and 
road his reports, especially that on Bmdlcy's 
Creek, ::tnd he lutd formed fL very high o1,inion 
of that gentleman's itlJilities. His equal was 
not to be found in ttneenslanrl, and proba!Jly 
not in any of the utber colnniet:i. 

J\lr. PAL'\IEn said he did not find fa11lt 
with l\Ir. Hender:-.;on a:0 au engineer, bnt e;ts a 
rnan who wa5' not able to grapple \dth the want::; 
of the interior iu rcg.trd to water supply. Ho 
had not been convinced by the ar~·mnentR of the 
Colonial Tre:,"iurer n,:-; to the diHiculty of boring. 
\Vhy wns it that in "\moriea they could !Jore 
we}];.; in every conceiYal Jle pmt of the cnnntr.Y-
1,200 feet, 1 ,i\00 feet, aJHl eveu 2,000 feet 
deep-and. that the smno could not lJe 
done in (tLWen,laml ? The i11terior uf Cali
fornia was si::.1ihtr to that of Queeu,-.;h1nd, 
the ouly cliffc;·cnce bein~ that in <tneenHlaml 
there wet:-:; a higher average rainfa.ll ; yet the 
interior of California teemed with wetllth, was 
full of fannf::, deriving all the benefit:-; of irriga.
tion, and vva.::; fit to carry a large population. 
No doubt the intc.rinr of <lneen.-;land wonld he 
in a similar Htate if [.'mpedy pl·ovidecl with water. 
The di!Ecnlties of boring '"''re desc>·iberl b,- J\Ir. 
Hender,on in n letter to the U ncler Secretat-y 
for Mines. In that letter, referring to a repmt 
IIHLde by l\[r. Vonl, the over.-Jecr, he 1-':tid :-

.. .:\fr. l•'onl <lf'..;criht·~ ~OllH~ oft !1e lllHll.\' flillicnlLics ill at 

arc met with iu ~w:lt worl\. Great. <lillieni1i(•s lmYc to 
be oycrcomc in all insLtw·e~ "\Yhcre tlle work is inland in 
remote, dl'y couutry i ancl nothitJg ~hort of stubborn 

flctr:rmimtt.i_on and rncrgy will outlive an!l carry opera
tions of ~nell a natnrc to a sncf'CS .. fnl i~~uc. I Jiwl the 
actual \York of lviri11~· i.:-: f'OlllparatiYcly 
t·...:p usi1·c. lJnt t.hc tlil!it:ult; of getting ;.· 
foo(l aJl(l watt·r zl ·to site of 

; in ~·lwrt. <lillicnlty of 
Ut. l'- by :;,taml alJont six 

Tln;ro 'v~~·-, the whole r:e('"', t. .A nU if there \Yas 
such clif!iculty of trnmit in connection "·ith 
boring operatinus, \Vhnt 1nu.,t earrler...-, Nb.1tion~ 
c1wnen;, and the travelling public go throngh in 
cliotricts atfe,,tecl 1Jy dron,.ht ·~ It appeared that 
the Hydr~tulic 1':11giueet was alwayH reporting on 
water supply of coa~t to\VllS; but on the coa8t 
the rainfall rcveragecl over· 100 inche·,, alHl there 
wa~ 11ot the r-:ame nec~·-;sity for conserYation af:l 
in the interior. There was n, beautiful runnin~ 
river clfr-;e to Cooktown, and nwf::it of the coa~t 
towns II'Cl'C situated iu finely w:ctereel rlietricts. 
The 1:-I.vdra.ulit: l~ngiueer cnulcl not he engaged 
in the coctst towno and in the interior at the 
~mue tin1C~, and it Reentocl thrLt n1ost of the nwney 
had bHm cxpendtd in towns where the rainfall 
WfLs Hufficient to SUlliJly the wants of the pcopk, 
1.vhilo the interior wns neglected. 

Mr. ARCHJ<:R ,,aiel that as the gentleman 
rcfmTed to ncted under hirn for sorne tirne, it waK 
only right that he shonlcl give his O}Jinion. 'Yh~t 
lmd fallen from the hou. memlJer for Bnrkc m 
regard to California was only wlmt he had read ; 
if the hon. member httd been there lw had not 
used his eyes or he would not say the country 
wa.:-; :)ir11iLtr to Queen:-;laud. It wa.N true tha,t there 
Wi.L'·' a llig·her n' erage rainfall in Qneen~Janll, but 
the pbin:J uf California were b'wkcd by the Sierra 
Ke\rada, \vhich was covered in nutny 1:la.CPS 
with srww .'>0 feet am! (iO feet deep, and in 
some of the gulliH 100 feet deep, am! there was 
not a better supply of water in the world than 
was to be funnel there. \Vhen p<'ol'le h•Jreel 
wells on the large plains there, the g1eat diai
culty "~as to 1 ~reYcnt the ground being waslu.:U. 
away \\·ben the water cmne to the snrface. 
\Vater was often strnek there at a cluvth of 
30 feet, and h~~ only V; ished the san1e thing 
could be done in Quccnslmtd, for then a 
vr>.ry dilticult problmn in rega,rd to the iut<:rior 
wo;tlel SClOU be soh·ed. \Yith regard to J\Ir. 
Henclerson, he ccJulcl only oay tlmt he was 
a perfectly loyalnmn to his work, >tm! that he 
\\'dnld do whnte\.81' the dupartment \Yi~hod hin1 
to do. Pm·haps no one had done 1nore u11der 
nnfn.\·onralJle circnrnstanCP:i tha,n J\Ir. Hen
der.sun. \n1cn he (;\Ir. Archer) went into the 
Tn .. ":lsnry, he t(.)Ok a.dvrt.ntnge of the tnoney 
which hio predcce,•;,;or (Sir T. i\[cllwraitlt) 

·put on t.hc Estinmt.es for water supply. 11 e 
in~trnctecl ~VIr. liencle:rsou to m~g-ani ·;e a party 
to g-o out 'vith engine:-; and sink ':lfllllG tank~. 
They applied to the Department of \VorkH 
for a perdnn who could be depended upon a:-; 
ovcr:-:;cer. Tlwy 1Jong1Jt horses ::tll(l e\·erythin;.; 
neccss:1ry, [1.-llll ."ient out the party 'vith two r;ct:; 
of plaut. They fonncl that the man who hac] 
been recotmnentlml bv the \Vmks lJeptu-t
ment co.npletely bmk~ clmnl. He was fined 
at the ..:\.rallU1C l'olice Court for u:-;i11g 
Ue_t.:-itly lr"nguage to his UHm; the ]J<Lrty had 
to be broken up; the bor~P.s were lo.-;t, and 
the drought then cnn1c on, ,vhich 1natle it i111pos
sible for the Hyclmulic J<:ngincer to comluct his 
work. It wa.~ not as if be hatl to Rink for watm· 
where a pmall ''lll'l'lY couH bo ;:;ot, but he 
had to go \Viih hot ,.,e~ alltl enr;·int-.'"'- that reqnired 
a large quantity of water to plac,es where probably 
there v.-as nu water within hvent.v or thirty 
lnik·;;. ::\either he nor any nutn liviJJg conld 
pu''<ibly h'tve 'l'llrkecl the tlla.c:hinory without 
watPr; 111en could uot li vu th<:l'C. Thi:-; \Y::ts now 
the third year the drought had lastt•d, am! it 
was impossible for him to perform the work he 
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1nigh iha.ve done in six 1nonth.-; under ft"tvonntble 
circmu,tm1Ce8. He proved by the work done at 
lton1~ that the e·~ca,vating nmchinery would 
work when they had water to work it with. It 
wa.s lnter on that he began boring, and he had 
grPa.t clltficulty in getting the lH:lchinu·y to work. 
The Reason . ., "\vhich had de8troyod ~o 1nany 
million., of sheep ;md cattle had preventeJ him 
from doing what he would ha\,, tlonc lmd there 
been any possibility of doing it. The Treasurer 
would find .l\Ir. Hender\lon a perfectly loyal man 
in the execution of his dnty. One great thing 
he (:\Ir. Archer) admired about him was tlmt 
when he differed from the hellcl of the depart
nwnt he gave his reasons for differing; but 
he would loyally mrd \Yell carry out the 
work he was directecl to do. That wa•, a 
great deal to say of any man ; for as a rule 
people in tlmt poo;ition were very um' illing· to 
carry out anything but what they them,elves 
approved of. The hon. member for llurke had 
not sufficiently taken into conHidemtion the 
difficulties under which the water-supply opera
tions had been carried out, and the difrlcultirs 
which would continue to retard them unleHS the 
season should chan:;e, and they gut smuething 
like norn1al season~ again. 

Mr. ISA1\JBERT said the hon. member for 
Ipswich n1lUJt hn,vc got his information regarding 
the ] [ydranlic Engineer front a very hnpnre 
source. They ought to be more careful in con
demning men whom they did nut thoroughly know, 
or who had to labour under gree~t difficulties. 
The Engineer of that department had been 
required to supply water in districts where the 
stations had actually had to be abandoned, and 
where there was no water fur the horoes and 
engines. The. difficulty of getting good men was 
everywhere felt, and even Victoria was as badly 
off as ehe could be. The Bcnrliyo Adccl'tisc1' of 
the lDth Xovemher had a leading article on the 
subject, in connection with a deputation from 
Geelong that waited on 1\Ir. Service, the Premier 
of Victoria, complaining of the water supply. 
Mr. Service said in reply to the deputation :-

H The chief difficulty was to g'Ct cnginccrinp: :::;kHL If 
a man could be got to 1mt all tllings to rights, he might 
be paid £10.000 a year, ancl the UoYcrnrncnt. would saY3 
money. 'l'he Gon'rnmcnt would see what conld be 
done, hnt he ~hould not set a.bout the \YOrk with as 
much hopefnlnC'iS as lJe wonltl if the Govcrmnent hncl n 
tlloronghJ_t· eapable man at their di~po~al. It lws dis
gusted :Jlinister:o; who 1Jnc1 dcvotcfl. pcro-onal attention to 
thh vart icnl<lr \York, that it had tnrncd ont ono of the 
grossest bungles that had been experienced." 
Tho Couria of Balbrat had also a leader on it, 
and that paper F,1itl that there were only two 
gentlemen fit to g-rapple with the difficult que'
tion. One was J\lr. Bagge, in the employ of the 
New S0uth \Vales Government, and the other 
was J\Ir. Henderson. The Courier said, after 
haYing referred to l\lr. Ba,gge--

The MIKISTEH lcOJt WORKS: Kever 
mind what the Conric1' say,;; no one believ~s it. 

Mr. ISAMBERT: It is the Ballrtmt Couri't
" And a sc.·'<:md man can l)C found in Au~:;tralw, "\Yho 

\YOnltl, cloubtlcsR, lJP tem}Jt.cd by sndt an n1l'c·l' to take 
service under our Gm·m·nmont.. The gentlt:man to 
whom we allude is :Jir. J. B. Hcnderson, who is at 
pre~cnt in the cmplo.; ment of the. Govermnent of 
QllCC118land. 

"Of .!Hr. Henclerson 's abilitiL-. as a hydraulic engineer, 
Ruflicient proof will be ronnel in the la~t section of the 
Colib~u1 work~, by which the water is led into Castle
maine and ~antllnust. through the :Jionnt Alt.xanclcr 
Rangf';;;. It 1.vill be 1.vell remonbcretl by many that this 
\York was ~Lt one time eonsiclercd impo~-.ihlc of aceom
plishment, and \Vas regarded \vith sneh feelings of 
dcsp<Lir tha-t it ·wa..;;; very gcnur<11ly thoug-ht the money 
cxpcndecl upon it wm.l IJc~lng utterly thrown ~nvn,y. To 
the inexpre~SsilJlc tlclig-llL awl tlw ilH··llenlahlc bonctlt of 
the people ot Sancllmr~t, tlw \iatnr from :.\IalJuslJury \Vas 
M length sncccs~fnlly led into their streets under the 
able supervision of ;Jir. IIenderson. And what was his 

re\Yard F 'l'o llis C·Jnstcrnntion he found 1JiJHsclf 0110 
mo;:ning suddenly and lmcxpct'tcclly thrmYn out of 
mnploymcnt-cli•mis."iCd from the scrYif'C smnmarilJ, 
wit hont a day':-; warning and without comp<'usation, a. 
Yietim of Black \\·c !n~'::itlay." 

~ow, if fLft•r .severnl yu~us' ab~f'nco frmu \lic
toria. an eng·ineer \Vas rmuenl be red by his \Vorks, 
theY shoul,\ be careful how they clispe<n<g·etl him ; 
an<.l they should alsn consid8l~ under \\·hat in· 
superable difticulties he had been bbouring since 
he had been employed here. He was confident 
that 1\Ir. Henderson, if he got seasons in wlnch 
he could rnove about, would gi vo satisfaction ; 
in fact, he had often sair! that it was as much 
as he could do to cross those waterless plains. 
How much more dit!icnlt it was to cross thrme 
waterless plains with horses and engines he need 
not say. 

I\Ir. BLACK said he had been waitin.c: fur 
some time to take up the parable. If a House 
\Yore rna(le he \Vonld go on. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. BLACK saitl it was extraordinary the 

extreme bck of interest~the~t had been shown 
in one of the nwst important subjects 
"hich had come on for debccte that s"";ion
providing a. nwre a<.1e(].nate supply o~ wa,ter, 
the want of which had led to the most drsastrons 
re,ults to the colony. Hon. gentlemen had 
entered on " vi11dication of the Hydraulic 
Engineer, instead of inquiring fro!n th~ rrrea
smer what he intended to do wrth the hug·e 
amount of moneY put down in the J<:sti
m[ltes. He (Mr." Black) was (jnite prepared 
to admit that 1\Ir. Honderson, the Engineer, 
was as good a rnan as could be got 
for the coclony; bnt instead of discussing the 
Estimates they had been discussing Mr. Hender
~::~on. There ";::ts no rua.n in the Con1mittee who 
me:cnt, he believed, to disparnge the <[nalifica
tions of the Engineer. But he wh;hecl to point 
out that from £.i,OOO rt'kecl for last year for 
waterworks and water supply there was a sud
den jump to £1G,OOO thi" year, and they had 
no inforrnation fnnn the Colonial Treasurer 
how tlutt Yery large su1n was going to be 
applied. He· had told them that he in
tended to bore for water, and that he meant 
to get sonH~ ne\v ruachinery. That wa~ one of 
the items of information they had got; but he 
(Mr. Black) did not think t!utt justified the 
areat increase, There \VfLS a Slllll down for 
formnan, labourers, and horse-drivers, £7,800; 
but they had no information about. where 
these labourers were to he employed wrth the 
boring apvaratuR, what they \Vere going to 
(1o, where they ,,~ere no\v, or \Yhere was the 
working plant, or what he had to show for 
the £100,000 that had been spent on water 
supply in the colony. Very little could be 
shown for it, he (1\lr. Bl;wk) was sorry to say ; 
and he mainbinml tlmt wlmt the Government 
should do was not to get boring apparatus and 
8COops, but to send over to ..::\._nwrica,, and 
not only ~et proper app<1ratns but the proper 
n1en to' ,;ork it. That wa:;; one of the rnor-;t 
essential features, and that wa" where the diffi
culty had occurred with the boriug apparatus 
hitherto iu the colony. It was impossible to get 
skilled labour here to work the apparatus, autl 
the ouly thing was to send to America anrl get 
men who had made it a lifelong study, and \dlO 
had worked the apparatus overcthere in the most 
satidactory mm mer. Oth?rwise, he was sorry to 
admit, he could see very httle hope o_f any Ye:-y 
successfnlresnlt from the very ]a,rge Increase 1n 

the vote. He thought he should be fully justified 
in modng the reduction of the vote by £ti,OOO or 
£G 000, nnle:;s the Colonial Treasurer could give 
th~ Cornmittee smne inforrua,tion as to how the 
money wa" to be spent. He did not know if hon. 
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mombcn; ktcl noticed that the incrcc1se in the 
vote wao; from £),000 to '~lti,OOO, nnd that they 
hnrl lmd vm·~· meagre infurnmtion indeed in 
regrtrll to it. 

The C\lLOXIAL TllJ~.'cSUTIER ,mid he 
thon:;ht the hon. member for J\[<1ckay mnot 
base h.:td hi:-; attention dircct(,,-1 to :son1e other 
subject when he wa~ n1oving' the nJte, othcrwi:;;e 
he would have lw.tnl that the increase 'vaA rnore 
apparent than roa.l. The sau1e runonnt of nw1wv 
had been spent last year, hut it lmd not 1Jeei1 
voted. The wages of the foreman, labourerK. 
chairmen, and all those things lucd been paid 
as they were put down on the scale now pro
posed, but the money harl not been Yoted. There 
wa~ no increase in the departn1cnt except in 
m::tking provision in connection with the ste:ltn
scnop.< which unfortunately were at present lying 
irlle. They had simply umde provision for labour 
at the same rate a,; last year. If the hon. gentle
man wonld turn to the report laid upon the table, 
he would see that hest year for pbnt, machinery, 
and various public works they had spent £~0,000, 
a large porti1n1 of which was for ta.nks and dan1R. 
Last year these respective services had been 
charged ·with wages at the smne rate as \V::tR 

now propo.<ed, and they hnd been submitted 
in the E-stimates in the pre.sent form for greater 
convenience. He <tnite admitted the value of 
some of the "\mericau machinery which lwcl 
been wbmitted to the department for trial, and 
the G-oyernn1ent had taken into considel'atiou 
the desirability of getting one of t.hose machines. 
They were also n1aking inquiries as to the pos";i
bility of getting a party of "\mm·ican prospectors 
to work the nutchines-at any rate of securing 
the services of one or two competent men. They 
hacl rerruested COlll!llllllications to be opener[ 
up in connection with the matter. But it 
could not be clone all at nnce, though the first 
Hteps had been taken to get _._<\_rnerican borer::; as 
well as l'hnt. He trusted that some gretcter 
results would be felt in the next twelve months 
than were now perc0ptilJ!e. At the same time 
that must depend, ancl the expenditure of the 
vote woulrl depend, on the seasons. F nles.s they 
were Yi~:iited by nornml sensons, ·when the rnen 
could work, the money would not be expended, 
and comparatively little progress would be made 
by the dep<ertment. The engineer was re"'! vecl, 
aR ~non a~ the weather adtnitted, to push on 
vigorously with the lJOring so that smne saJ.iH
fttctory results might be obtained. 

J\Ir. AKKE.\.R said that the hon. member for 
J\Iaclmy seemed to take exception tn the action of 
those hon. gentlemen who hac! stood up in defence 
of J\Ir. Henderson. He had thought that no 
member of the Committee would have att<ecke,[ 
any Ci vi! servant on a point which another 
pcr,on had tolrl him of. He had never attackeJ 
'" mC\n unless the nmtter he wished to speak 
upon had cmrw under his own personal oh-;erv::t
tion. He would not be discharging hi,, duty if 
he did not s>ey what he knew of J\Ir. Hcnderson, 
and he thought it was a manly thing for the 
member for ltosewood and the Colonial Treu
surer to speak of :Mr. Hemlorson as they had 
done, :tfter the wtty ho had been attacked by the 
member for Ipswid1, l\lr. J\lacfarlm1e ; for no man 
could have been more severe upon '"nother tlmn 
tlmt hon. member had been upon :VIr. Henderson. 
Tha.t gentlenw.n hall carried out certain works for 
the mmliCi]mlity of :\iaryhorongh in :t mo><tefficient 
manner, and he believed that officer was a tho
rou~·hly Cornpetent engineer. rrhe hon. InendJL~l' 
for Bmke had remarked that l\lr. Hemlerson 
wr" chiefly employed in the constal towns. 
\Yell, if he harl ]Jecn employer! in the colt.stal 
towns those phcce,; which recciYcd the lJenetit 
of his Hervicos paid for them. It seemed to 
him (:\Ir. Annear) that the gentlemen who 

occnpicrl the wcstem conntry did not 
help themsell-c; as they oug·ht to do ; they 
looked tn the cnnntry to do evorythi1tg for 
them. 'They onght to do as the people liYiug iu 
1unnicipalities dill--spend -~mne of their own 
m on 'Y :mrl try ll,ll([ fine! water for themselves. 
Hon. n1e1nher:-5 lilUHt he n.wnre thn.t a.' ery infin
enti:cl rleput<ttion of repr,"sentati,•es from seYeral 
rrnuricipalitic"l waite(1 on the Cnlonia.l Trea~urcr 
the other day v, ith a view of getting their water
work-< lo::cns reduced, but they wore rebuffe,[ by 
the hon. gentlen1an. Not on(' penny wa..s ta.ken 
off. Such being the case, he 1naiuta.ined that 
the ..;rruatters in the western clistricts "'hould not 
rely on the G-overn1nent doing everything- for 
them. They should put forth >'Otne efforts of their 
own ll,nc[ trv to raise water for themsel vPs. \Vhile 
he ha<l the ·hononr to have a seat in that Honse, 
\Yhenever he knew any 111:111 to be wrongly 
attacked he would rise up to clefeml him. It 
seemed to him that some mmnbers of Parliament 
hac! a "down" on Civil servants. He hacllw,d a 
lot to clo with Civil senant>< in Queensland, and 
!w bclievecl that 9!1 per cent. of them were well 
(]Halitied for the offices they held, and thltt they 
well oamed the small salarv thev received. He 
hoped tha.t neither he nor ··:1nyO'ne belonging to 
him would ever rer1uire to enter the Civil Service, 
h_,rause it \Va.3 n,n unenviable po;:;ition for anyone 
to occupy. 

J\Ir. PALMEU said he was rruite cm·t'ain that 
the hon. member who had just acldressed the 
Committee knew very little indeed of what he 
w;cs speaking about. · He had never before <lis
played his ignorance in the nw.nner he hn,d done 
just now. To say thatthesquattero ought to lay 
out their own money n little better than they rlitl 
showed that he J.::no\v Yery little abont the 1mitter. 
They had none to lay out. They had, howe,·er, 
sho,;·n an example· to the department which 
might be very well followed. The member for 
:/.Iaryborough could not have had much ex
perience in the western country, am! from the 
w:\1' he extolled the Hydraulic Engineer, he (Y[r. 
Palrner) ha•l come to the conclusion that the hon. 
member did not understand the working of the 
Hydraulic Department. If J\ir. Henderson w"'s 
the competent man he was s:tid to be, why coulrl 
he uot do what had been done thousanclR and 
thousand.s of timeH in the F nited States? l''rom 
a pamphlet on rtrtesian wells, he (lY1r. Palmer) 
found that-

" In the Unitccl .State~. amongst n. great nmnhcr in 
Yarion:-: ]Jarts of the ('onntry, the 1vcll at HL. Loni~ i~ 
bored to a llopth of :3 .. 8.t:1 feet, giving a In·c~stuc of L2!H 
lbs. to the :-i<1narc inch." 

\Vhy did not J\Ir. Hemleroon bore to a depth of 
3,R,l3 feet in Queenslaml? 
"~U J,ouisvillc, 2,08G feet." 
If they went down to that depth in this colony 
they \vould get l:ltremns of watee. 

"~tt the sugar fad or:;, Rt. Loui~. 2..'2.00 feet.. In 
Colora(lo 'flowing-' (art·f'"'ian) wells lmYc bren mn.(ln 
for irrigating pnrvoses, running n. minimum flmY of 
l,O()d gallons an lJour, \Vhidt is fonnd snflieient to irri
gate a sqnare mjlc ·section' of 010 acres. -wells to a 
great depth lwn' :tlso he en horcd in J<:nglaml and ~eotlancl 
for \Yatcr, and in Gurmnny for finding ro('k-t:'alt. Tile most 
interesting rcsnltf:; lmYc. howeYcr, been atta1ncr1 hy t.hc 
:French engineers in the Dc~nrt of Sa.lHtra. Hc:yenty-live 
Rhafts ha.ve been horcfl, yidr1ing G'lO .. OOO gallons an 
hom·; new villages lntvc hccn hnilt tllPrc, nnd J.io .. noo 
pnlm trees }llant\'tl in more than LOO') n8w g-ar•lens. 
tsnrely scicw·:- nctsl he prowl of this <LehkvclJ\ellt·, when 
it i.-; rc:atcd that in the ,·car 1_,02 one of the mo:"~t 
appa!lin;;: cases nn record of snffPring from thirst 
oe ;nrrea to a ertrrtvan, whkh •va~ c1cstrovct1 in traYel
li.ug from Tlmbuetoo to rralifat. when~ 2,t·JO human 
being<:;, •vith 1 .. 800 camels, lost their lives." 

He W:1H quite certain that tho.,e circnru~ta.11ce.-; 
w~rc known to the 1 fyLlra.ulic Eng-ineer. 3[r. 
l-Iendersun had spent a lot of money, but wlmt 
w<es the reeult? They had scarcely a dam that 
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would hold water. It had been proyerl in other 
countries that the system of well-boring could be 
nmrle "elf-supporting-. He wished those gentle
men who represented the western districts were 
pre~ent; but they were ont s-aving their flocks, 
and he supposed they had lost their life-earnings 
by the drought. He spoko now for those people 
\vho were out we.-t, aud doing their very best to 
e:.t.t'u a liYi11g. It was bec:tn~e they wm·e out 
there tha,t the town::; along the coa~t were so 
prnspm·ous. If tlw:-;e people di(lnot rernain in 
the interior the towns wonlrl be at a great dis
ad. vantrtge and wonld not be So prosperon~. 

Mr. A:\':NEAR said he might be ignorant, 
but he would not go to the memher for Bmke 
as his schoolnw.ster when he wanted to be 
to,ught o,nything about the colony. \Vhen he 
(:\Ir. Anncar) spoke just now, he stated that the 
m.mey spent by :'\Ir. Henderson in the coastnl 
towns of the colony, nnrl the expense of the 
Yisits made l1y him to those towns, hnd been 
chm·god to the places interested. The towns 
]mid for the work done for them. The hem. 
gentleman hnd referred to Americn. \Yell, he 
n1ight not be so bright fL:l the 1nen1ber for 
Burke, but he knew smnething abont J-\_n1erica, 
and he know that there was no cnn1pari~on 
between this colony and Cu,lifornin, as fttr tts 
water \Vas concerned. If thov went to Ca1ifornia 
they would find a winr!miil on ttlmost eYery 
ten-acre block. 'rhe people put down a bore 
and soon struck fresh water, but that was not 
the mtse in Queensland. 

Mr. PALl\lEIC: Yes. 
Mr. A-:sK EAR : If that was so, then the 

reports he had rettd were not true. According 
to the ttccounts he had seen thev first struck salt 
water in this colony in most places, and then had 
to go a great depth before they got fresh water ; 
and sometimes they did not g·et fresh water at 
nll. To compare this colony to Americ:c, in 
respect to water, \Vas like cmnparing datkne,vs 
to noonday. He knew that squatters had 
difficulties to contend against. ~o had every
one else, anrl he rlid not see why a tax should be 
levied on the whole colony for a 'vork fl'Oll1 
which only a few persons would deri\'e a benefit. 
The municipnlity of ::\bry!Jorough, of which he 
had the honour to be one of the representative"'' 
owed £44,000 for their water supply, and they 
httd tc> pay the interest on thnt money, anrl did 
so religiously, as the Colonial Treasurer conlrl 
testify. He was sure he echoed the wish of 
every member of thnt Committee, when he "dd 
he hoped the time might soon arriYe when the 
calnmities to which the hem. member for 13nrke 
had referred would he no more. 

l\Ir. MACDO-:sALD-PAT:ERSON >'aid he 
hoped the hon. member for Bnrke did not moan 
the Committee to understand that he wanted the 
GoYermnent to provide a water supply for the 
SCjnatters? 

Mr. PALMER: No. 
:Mr. I\IACDONALD-PATERSON snid he 

thought some members on that side of the Com
mittee understood his speech to mean that
namely, that he was spettking on behalf of the 
squatters in regard to the vote. Hon. members 
were really led to infer that that expenditure 
wns to be incurrerl on behalf of the squatters. 
He had had a good deal to do with sr1uattcrs 
during his no r-;rnall ex],erienco in the colony; 
and during the time of the last g'81JCral election 
he met many of them in the lllitchdl and the 
adjoining di~trict. Tint there \V.:-ts not one 
SlJuntter in the whole of thnt enormous territory 
who expected the GoYemment to spend mie 
shilling on their runs to enable them to supply 
water for their stock. They were all prepared to 
undertake the expenditure themselves, provided 

they got a fair tennre for the SCjnattages they 
held. He had met sevemlsqnatters who strongly 
advocated snrfnce storage. He ha(l gone 
thoroughly into the nwtter, believiug thn,t 
the q nestion of the conservation of wnter 
was of more importance to the colony than 
eYen railwny extew;ion ; anJ. he waB of a 
different opinion. He felt sure the Colouial 
Trea"'lnrer, ah;o, when he Tnade the proper in
qniries into it, \Voulcl corne to the conclusion 
that nny expenditure incunerl on wnter supply 
mnst be to ohtnin the supply from unclergTound, 
nnd in no other way, for the permc1nent benefit 
of tlw colony. \Vhen .sr1uatters had in bis pre
Kence advocated surface storage, a.nd he had 
pre::-~"Jcl thmn closely by argument, they generally 
gave as their final rea..,ml that by an expenditure 
of £1,000 on this dnm, and £2,000 on that, and 
£;),000 or £t),000 on another, persons cmuing to 
select in the country would be struck with the 
enmTHOl.h expenditure reqnitjite before it could Le 
profitably occnpied, and would be rleterrerl from 
entering it. There wm o not n1any rnen of that 
opinion, but if thn.t opinion waR indnstriout;ly cir
culated it would no doubt ha Ye a deterrent effect on 
the arlvance of settlement in that very excellent 
pastoral territory. He umler.,tood tiw position 
of the Government with t·egard to water supply 
iu the pn1l'inces to be, that they intended to 
establish n supply of water at convenient dis
tances on the mnin lines of tmftic, to cnniJle 
teamster::; and others to carry on their b1u.;ineHs ; 
and he trn,ted tlmt if any hon. members im
agined the GoYerrnnent were going to fnrni::->h a 
wpply of water on privnte property they would 
be di,m!Jnsed of the idea. He wi,;hod to call 
attention to what he con,irlered the oYer-expen
diture in the clerical branch of the department. 
The sum of £1G,OOO wa,; a very small turn
over for twelve rnonth~ to require a 
clerical staff costing £728. Kot long ago the 
Hyclmulic l<;ngineer hnd no clerk at all ; 
wherea/'5 now he had an accountant, a junior 
clerk, and a clerk in the \Vc,tern district, the 
whole receiving sabxies arr10unting to £728. 
Private establishmentf', which turned oYer ten 
times the auwnnt eYery ye·ar, and in very much 
smaller items, were not in the lutbit of employ
ing such an expensive clerical staff. As it was 
the desire of the GoYermnent, according to the 
l\Iinister for \Yorks, to manage every department 
in the nroliit economica..l rnanner possible, he 
trusted the Coloninl 'rreasurer would look to 
t}}():-;e itenu~, and, if possible, ornit one or more 
of them, or ebe prevent the increases from being 
gra,nted. 

The COI,ONI.AL TllEASURERsaid he was 
almost inclinerl to think that when the vote was 
again submitted it would show a still further 
increase in the clerical bmnch. The office of 
accountant wns nbsolutely necessary, by request 
oftheAuditor-Generai, who clt''irerl thnt thevari
otis items of expenditure incurred over the length 
and breadth of the colony should be properly 
ciassifierl, and the books kept in a form which 
would enable him to maintain a more effectual 
audit. The clerk was getting oyerwhelmed with 
correspondence ; indeed, the correspondence of 
the depnrtment, especially during the present 
severe sen,son, had been smnething enornwus
a,; large almost as that of mry other department 
of the Qoyerrunent-and it ~emncd rnore than 
probable that adclitioual clerical assistmlCe would 
bccve to he obtained. The clraftsmcn had been 
r811dereil uece~,..:a.ry by the ~tpplications frorn 
nmuicipalitics to which he lmclreferred, and for 
v.:hose sen icC'~ the 1nunicip::Llities paill. The sun1 
of £10,000 was not necessa.rily the whole turnover 
of the department; it simply represented the 
salaries and wages paid. La,;t year .£40,000 
was spent in nmchinery and the construction of 
dams ; nnd no doubt the machinery to be 
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purchased during the present year would run 
into £10,000, especially if they sent to America 
for improved appliances. \Vhen they considered 
the extent of the colony, and its requitements, 
the cost of the Etaff coul<l not be called t•xtra
vagant. \Vater storage \Vonld be provider{ on 
nuLin roads, bnt Hot on privnto pa.stor;1,l 
propertie:.;, a1thongh, no (1onbt, the ~torage 
on rnn.in rdads "' (lnlcl enha.ncl' thu value 
of those priYate properties. But at the 
bmne tirne there was no ilnprorer11ent nutde 
by the dcpartnrmt UJ>On any actually pri
vate property. Tt was all made on the main 
roads, to encourage and n1aintain tra veiling 
stock from the rail way termini to the westel'n 
districts. 

~Ir. S?l'IYTH said the hon. member for Burke 
and the hon. member for JUackay were bbonrin"· 
under n, fnlse impression a.bont \YrLter-lJnring n,R it 
was carriefl on in Ca1ifornin and in .A._nstrali:1. 
There coul<l be no cmnparison between the t'"" 
countries in thctt respect. \Vater-boring in 
America was done by means of the diamond 
drill chiefly; but it recruired the enq.loyment of a 
great nurnber of n1en a.nrl hors0-.:, and a, larga 
expenditure to carry out the works which were 
being constrnctcd in thi.-; colony. 

Mr. MACF.\.HLAXE said he had been taken 
to task by the hon. member for Hosewood, and 
the hon. member for J\Iaryborough, l\Ir. Annear; 
and he wishe<l novr to say that he was spea..killg 
not without book. He hac! said that he had 
heard a great deal, but he knew a great rle.cl 
as well. He did not say a word t~gainst l\Ir. 
Henderson as a man : he might Le one of the 
best men in the colony for all he knew, and very 
likely he was. He wa, speaking about him as a 
profe8sional rnan, and a hydrm1lic engineer, and 
he said again and distinctly, th1tt he was not the 
man for the position. He might be a good 
hydraulic engineer, but they judged by re
sults ; and he said again that if those hon. 
gentlemen who bar! addressed the Committee 
that night had obtained the same results from the 
employment of any person as the Government 
hnd obtained from the employment of 1Ir. 
Henderson, then that pers<m would not be in 
their employment for three months. That was 
what he meant-the results obtained from the 
money which had been expended, were alrncn.t 
nil. During- the last yenr there had been a great 
cry all over the colony for want of water. 
Snn1e towns were actuil.lly starving for \vant 
of it, and if they had not had rain by this 
time the people would ha ,.e had to remove 
to some other place where there was water. He 
\Vanted those hon. gentlemen who \vere rnaintn .. in
ingthe g-reat superiority of the Hydraulic Engineer 
to point him out some results that had accrued 
from the employment of that gentleman. Let 
them look at the lloma darn. 'What sort of work 
was it? 

Mr. Sl\IYTH: V cry good and substantial. 
Mr. MACF AHLANE said he maintainerl it 

was very bad work. There was a big hole in the 
dam at the present time which had let all the 
water out; and when the dam was fmished, the 
very first time a storm occurrerl it had destroyed 
the dam. That was a fact, and was indis
putable. 

Mr. LALOH: It is not a fact. 
Mr. :YIACF AHLANE said the hon. g-entle

man contradicted him, and he should like to see 
him on hi;; feet. He said again that rny man 
who did his work well cleserYed to be supported 
by the State ; but that was not the e:cse with the 
Hydraulic l~ngineer ; and if they found there 
were no results accruing from the expenditure of 
large sums of money, it was time that they 
looked about them for someone else to do the 
work, 

The COLONIAL TJlEASURER said, in 
justice to l\Ir. Henderson he must say that he 
received a letter from the mnynr of Roma, 
expres~ing the Illost thorough satisfaction with 
work done in that town ; he highly compli
Inented the Hydranlie Engineer, expreRsing the 
fullest c.1tisfaction •,1 ith the Rmna dam; so that he 
(the Colonial Treasurer) coulcl hardly understand 
how the hon. rnmnher for Ip.sv. ich could say the 
da1n wa.;;; a fa,ilure, \, h':n the local authoritic'·') wore 
c1nite satisfied with it;-:; cow.:trnctinn. He thought 
he rnight refer the hon. gentlm11an to t~e_ report 
which harl been lair! on the table of the House
the last report of the Hyrlranlic Engineer-where 
there was a list of the wmh which h'td been 
carried out by that g-t>ntleman. There was the 
I-tmna dmn, and a clmn at \Yinton, the survey 
nf the Charters Towers water snpply, the 
\Vinton d:cms allll t:mb;--they were satisfactory 
n.~ far n,R they had gone-the -Kensington J)oww:; 
works, and the Eina;-)leigh Creek LoringR, which 
were admitted to be satisfactory by the hon. 
Inernl;"t' fnr Burke. There \Vere sevC'ral other 
works which he had no doubt hem. gentle
men would have in their min<ls. Altogether 
there was a list of twenty-five dams which had 
been constructed hest yeo,r under Lthe Hydraulic 
Engineer. 

Mr. AIWHKR : They will not fill until the 
rain cotnes. 

The COLONL\L TREASURER said no; 
but the \Vinton rl:1m heoel been fillncl by a couple 
of thunderstorms, and seemed to be satisfactory. 
Hon. gentlemen must bear in mind tlnt until 
there 'v::ts a change in the Reasons no works that 
'vere in course of construction or which had been 
constructed would be found to bo satiJfactory. 

l\Ir. 1L\.Cl<'~\llLA::'{]<; said hon. gentlemen 
should know that the clam at Hnma was made at 
the charge of the country. The nnmicipality of 
Homa did not pay for the making of that dam. 
That accounted "for the mayor of Roma being 
well satisfied with the work. 

Mr. AllCHER said he had ordered the Roma 
dam to be mJ.de, and at the expense of the 
country; and he did so for this reason: that the 
Governn1ent i1nported machinery of cnorrnous 
vn.luo, and before sending it out west it was de
terminecl to ha Ye it trie<l in a plttce somewhere 
near Bri,bane, so that if it broke down it wouhl 
be ea.ily repairec}. The reason why the dam 
was not filled was that after it had been half 
made, and the nmchinery had been proved to do 
its work admirably, he refnsed to do some other 
work for the Roma people. He made a mistake in 
not having that dam finished at once, and it would 
have been filled the first time had it had a fair 
chance ; bnt he was in a hurry to · get the 
machinery and n1en away out west, :tnd as so 
much time had been wasted at Roma he 
refused. His hon. colleague, the bte Premier, 
probably with far better judgment than he 
(Mr. Archer) displayed, said that the clam 
was to be finished at onc1~, and h" finished it 
when he (l\Ir. Archer) was ~tway. Since then 
there had been no r:tin to fill the dam. Surely 
the hon. member for Ipswich did not expect the 
Hydraulic Engineer to make rain as well as 
ch;ms! If there were any faults to be found with 
the construction of the Emna dam, at the expense 
of the country, he was to blame. 

Mr. LALOR said the hon. member for 
Ipswich said there had been sufficient rain to 
fill the Homa cbm, but that was not the case. 
There had not been sufficient rain to half fill it. 
\Yith reg-ard to wht~t the hon. gentleman said 
about the dam being a fa.ilure, he (Mr. Lalor) 
could only say it was a first-class dam, and one 
which J\lr. Henderson could afford to be proud 
of. There was a mistake made in the connecting 
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l'ipe between the old anrl nrJw dams, nnd \\hen 
heavy ra.in cauwthe pipe Wft'-' notrea{ly toreceheit. 
'fhe con."eqnmlCe \VfLR that the f-1urpluK Wiltur ran 
mnty. It had been sctid the~t it wee,; 21Ir. H eu
dor":Jnn's fanlt, but he could not have expected 
that the r<-dn wunhl cmn~ so suddenly, 'l'her _, 
w::ts a good f:illpply of \Vater in t.llu Hmn:t clan1 
now. He wonlrl like to '"k the CoLnial 
Treasurer if it wrrs the intentitnl of the Govern
ment to <lecpr n the old rlam at lloma? 

The COLO:L\TAL TUEASURE1l :,aoirl he w"s 
inclined to think that the H~•ma ~Innicipality, 
having- been 1-ll'O\·idGLl with a. new da1n, nlight 
very well bear tho oxpow"e enta,ilcrl iu deepening 
the olcl one. 

J\Ir. LALOR s::~id th.,t he saw l::lst week, when 
he vvrk; at ltmna, seven or eh4·ht 111011 \vorking at 
the olcl dam with wheclbarro\\''-cluite 1Jehincl 
the tilnos. Only fancy n1en working \dth '~'h<'c'l
barrow.s cht~tning out n da,rn! \\'hy, the poor 
selectors in the Hmn::t di~'trict wonlrl not think 
of :snch ft thing; thv,v wonlJ employ tlp~dray;..;, 
or use r:coops nwl -,\Torking bnllock:s, and wo1·k in 
::t more 'ystematic manner than thctt. The 
1ncn he referred tu v.;ere working for the Jlail
W<ty Departn1eut, who got thei1· water fruru the 
olcl dmn. 

l\Ir. PAL:\IER s::ti<l lw wi l1rd to coned an 
inlpr~-~~·don that seerned to be ~cdnat-thftt he was 
pleading the ~""' of the SC[U::ttters. He was 
}Jleadint;· the ca:-;e of the can·im·:-3, and thor-:q who 
lmd to tmvel on the roads, am! of the people 
living· in the inhnd towns, ancl who subsisted 
through the c~trrier::;. If there \Va.s one n10re 
independent class iu the con11nnnitv than 
mwther it was the s.ttlers in the \\"est. On 
the roctcl from :".Inttttbnrm inhnrl, the supply 
of wnter on the roar! had to be obtctined from the 
statiilnR, or darns ere\:~tc:cl on the stations, n,nd 
miles off the road. He hoped the Colonial Trea
&tner s::t\V the neceR~ity for putting a little rnm·e 
energy into that department. 'rbat was what 
they w:tntcd.. There wa . ., plenty of rnone~~- and 
rna.terial, :1nd the water w::ts there if they only 
hnd it on the ,nrface. \Vith the same set of 
circtunstances he thonght anqther set of nwn 
wonld !m ve the "'at er on the surface. The 
G-overnrnent seCinccl to h(Lve an aven;ion to 
le:1ving anything to lo(~,1] contract. They semued 
to fight shy of locoJ governn1ent altogether. ln 
Victnrb they saw the principle fully carried out, 
and local water tru,ts esbtblishc<L He cmn
rnoncle<l the subject to the seriom; attention of 
the Colnninl Tr(13,SUrer ; beCal.lNC the 1::lmne thing 
would happen next yectr unless ::1 different system 
was adopted. 

Question put e~ml passed. 

On the motion of the COLO~IAL TREA
SURJ:lt, the CHAIHMAN left the clmir, reported 
progresH, and obtained leave to sit at;nin to
lnorrow. 

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUKCIL. 

CROWK LA~DS BILL. 
The SP.EAKER announced the receipt of a 

mef:,'~\age ft·mn the J.cgit->lative Council l'ttnrning 
this Bill, with cert,dn ttmemhnents, to which 
they asked the concurrence of tl.e Legislati ,~e 
Assembly. 

On the tn<•tion of the J\IIXISTE!t FOll 
IJAKDS (J--lor1. C. n. JJutton), the 1ness:1.gP was 
onh'lred to be tah:en into cun:·;ideration in culn
mittee on Thursday. 

DIVISIONAL BOARDS AGRICL'LTL'IL\L 
DRAIN"\GE l3TLL. 

The SPEAKJ,;R anm•nnced the receipt of a 
n1e~sage fro1n the Legislative Council ;-;taLing 
that the Conncil had agreell to this Dill without 
amendment. 

1\fARYDOROFGH AND l~RANGA~ 
RULWAY BTLL. 

The SPEAKEll annonncell the receipt of a 
IlH''c;-., \~·~.3 frm11 the Lugi::;lativc Council, returning 
this Bill with Ct3rtain R111endn1ents, to \vhich they 
a::; keel the conLnrrenc.;o of the J-'e~islative Council. 

On the nwtim1 of the PlU~}[IER, the rrJ<.\-,sage 
-..vas on1ere( l to be b:J\:en into consideration on 
F1·i1lay next. 

.n;ny mLL. 
The SPEAKER mmrnmced the receipt of a 

ll18H:·mge fnnn the LegislatiYe Conncil, intiu1nting 
th~tt th8 (\nnlCil did not inHi~t npon their fLlllC'Hd
ment in cbw<e 3 of this Bill to which the Legis
lrttive _L\_-:;seull\ly did not agree. 

ADJOURXJUE~T. 
The PRJDIIER .said : J'.Ir. Speaker,-In 

n1oving- the a.djonrn1ncnt of the Hou..,e, I rnny 
.sbte thnt I have aBcerhinod tlmt it will he con
veuiPnt for rt great nutny' 111-'·tnber~ of the ll on;o::e 
to rneet to-lllmTO\V evening after dinnur. \Ve do 
unt propose tu ask the liou~e to lJroccc, l with 
any lmsinc"' upon which there i.s like!~, to be 
any loug discussion or di,.;.;pnte. There :tre son1e 
nwtions of rny hon. collea.gne the J\linister for 
\Vorks for the apprrwal of .some linos of ntil way, 
which I believe will not meet with much 
objection. There are also so1ne voteR on the 
E~timatei-; which \Ve lJclieved. 1ni~ht hnve been 
flni,;hed to-uight; and the Supplementary l':.sti
rnatc-.; for la~t :vcar. If we can get through this 
\\ ork it will le<LVB the ground very clear for the 
remainder of the work of the 'e.ssion. I may scty 
at once that we prop'""'' to proceed with the 
amendment.-; of the Legi,;latiYe Council in the 
Land Bill, on Thm·Bday. I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn till 7 o'clock to-morrow. 

J:\Ir. ARC HEn 'aid: l\Ir. Speaker,-I am very 
sorry tlmt this has crnp]H"d up just now. 'l'he 
hon. gentlenutn \\rill ren1en1 ber that, in a~ king for 
an additional sitting day this week, he mentimwd 
that it wonld not make any clifference this week 
on ncconnt of the holirlcty on \',~eclnesday. I 
know tlmt the leader of the Opposition and 
RevernJ 1n·ominent nwntbers on this side of the 
House have rnade al'l'angenwnts for to-IllOlTOW 
un<ler the impression that we would not be a.skccl 
to sit tn-n1mTow. I have no arra,ngen1ent.s rnade 
for to-morrow myself, and if it is ddermined to 
sit l will feel it my duty to corue; but I think 
that if the hnn. gentleman himself and some of 
his chief supporters were sitting on this side, and 
were given to nnderotctnd that the House wonld 
not meet on IV eclnescby, they wonlcl feel it mther 
hard at the last moment to be asked to come. I 
know the leader of the Opposition will not be 
here to-morrow, and I think the Government 
ought to take those re~tson.s into con.,cideration. 

The PREMIER said: I was under the im
pression that every hon. member W<tS aware thctt 
it wm; the intention to sit to-morrow evening. I 
understood that every hon. member was informed 
so, and that they almost all expressed their will
ingne~s to sit. I was also informed that the 
leaclm· of the Opp,,,,ition hctd been told, so that I 
do not think there is anything in the nature of a 
snrprise in the motion. I may say that the 
;;;itting to-rnorrow lntty nutke a Yery consider~ 
able difference in the lensth of the .ses.sion. 
Crmsiclering· that but for the unexpBctecl discus
sion that has taken place during the last half
hour these .EstimGte, wouL! ha,~e been disposed 
of thi:-; eveuh1g, mHl that Rnnle hon. rnmnbers 
have gone :1\\ ay as if they took no interest in the 
busine.s;:;, I do not think any t,'Teat oLjection can 
be made to sitting to-nlmTow. For the matter of 
that we might have sat till 12 o'clock to-night, 
and dispcJSed of thorn. I am sure that hon. 
members who have shown so little interest 
in the business as to go mvay cannot complain 
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if the business is taken to-morrow instead 
of to-night. If there is any particular business 
that any hon. member desires to speak on, there 
is no reason ''"hy it should not be postponed ; 
bnt, considering the present state of business, and 
the fttet that there is a very strong desire on 
the part of every hon. member that the se,;sion 
should be closed as soon as possible, I think 
there is nothing umJsucll in asking the House to 
::;it to-morrow for the purpose of doing business 
which might have been taken to-night. I antici
pated there would be no objection to such a 
course. It is quite true that I said last week 
that we did not propose to sit to-nwrro\v eveni11g 
unless it was the general wi3h of the House. I 
do not propm_;e to bl'ing forward any business 
that can by any possibility be a surprise. Nothing 
can be fairer than that. 

Mr. ARCHER : I am quite cm-tain that all 
the members on this side of the House wm'e not 
asked to sit to-monow. I only heard it about 
half-an-hour ago. The leader of the Opposition 
COllll)lained that, o\ving to cert::tiu circlnntitances, 
he was up late last night, and therefore was tired : 
and it was then that we fin,;t !ward of the pro
posal to sit to-morrow. The leader of the 
Oppobition then said that he could not sit to
mm-row, because he had already made other 
arrangements, as he never thought the House 
would be asked to sit. 

1\Ir. STEVENS : I have no intention of 
opposing the motion ; but I just wish to say 
that three or four hon. members are absent to
night, and will not be here to·n1orrow on account 
of what fell from the Premier last week. Apart 
from that, I cannot see why the House should 
not sit later to-night. There is no necessity for 
adjourning so early. \Ye could easily sit till 
12 o'clock. There is a good deal of work to do; 
and smne hem. rne1nber13, who are very sanguine, 
are hoping that we shall get through the 
busine.es of the session before Christmas ; hut 
unless we sit later than we have been doing, I 
see very little chance of it. 

Mr. ARCHER: Of com''e if the hon. m em her 
presses his motion he will carry it ; but he will 
find that what I say is true. I only heard of the 
proposal half-an-hour ago, when the leader of the 
Opposition went away. Neither he nor I had 
been informed of it before. 

The PRE:~IIER : With the permission of the 
House I will say that it was under the impres
sion that there was a general wish on the part of 
both sides of the House to sit to-morrow, that 
the Chairman was moved out of the chair a 
quarter of an hour ago : otherwise we rnight 
have gone on sitting. Although the Minister for 
vVorks postponed his motions till to-morrow, 
still, under the circumstances, we will only take 
the remainder of the Estimates and the Supple
mentary Estimates to-morrow. 

Mr. BLACK: I do not see why we cannot go 
on. I am quite ready to do three or four hours' 
work n1ore. If hon. rnen1bers are so very anxiou~ 
to get on with the busine,,s, I am r1uite as anxious 
as they. I see no reason why lYir. Fraser should 
not take the chair again, and let us go on with 
the business. That wonld obviate the necessity 
of sitting- to-morrow. 

The COLONIAL TRJ,ASL""RER: Mr. 
Speaker,-I think the arrangement made by the 
hon. the Premier will commend itself to the 
apvroYal of the House. Hon. members on this 
side have expressed a desire not to proceerl with 
further business this evening, and if we meet 
to-morrow we will only resume the work that we 
have left unfinished to-night. I do not see what 
objection there can he to that. 

~luestion put and passed, and the House 
adjourned at two minutes past 11, until 7 o'clock 
to-morrow. 




