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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
11:[onday, 8 December, 1884. 

Formal JJotiou.-Supply-resumption of conunittf'£, 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-pact 
3 o'clock. 

FORMAL MO'riON. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :­
By Mr. MELLOR (in the absence of ;\fr. ,J, 

Campbell)~ 
'rlmt there be laid on the table of the Hou::;e, copicti 

of an reports nnd c.stima,tes of cost, if :tny, by :\Ir. 
Surveyor Phillips, on the proposed railway between 
Ipswich and 1\~a.rwick. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION O:F CO:M­
MITTEE. 

On the motion of the COLOXIAL TREA­
SUJtER (Hon. ,J. R Dickson), the Speaker left 
the chair, and the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the \Vhole, further to consider 
Supply. 

'l'he MINISTJm :FOR WOHKS (Hon. \V. 
Miles), in moving that £11,2()0 be voted for 
Hail ways and Contingencies, General Establish­
ment, said he would point out to hon. members 
that there was an increase in the total amount of 
£2,230 over what was voted last year. '!'here was 
a sum of £800 down for the Acting Commissioner 
for Hail ways, £350 for an assistant accountant, 
and £300 for an assistant station auditor. There 
were also increases to some of the clerks ; one 
who had been receiving £300 was to receive an 
extra £25, bringing his salary up to £325. The 
next was receiving £:l80 at present, and it was 
proposed to raise his salary to £300. 'l.'o another, 
who was receiving £200, it was proposed 
to give £50 extra; another, who was receiving 
£150, was to have an increase of .£50. 
The next clerk was receiving £150 at present, 
and it was proposed to increase that sum to £175; 
the next got £130, and it was proposed to give 
him £150 ; and the other clerks got small in­
creaRes. There was also an increase of £250 m 
travelling expenses, postages, and incidentaltl ; 
the allowance to telegraph operators was 
increased by £ii0 ; and the item of ad­
vertising was increased by £400. Hon. mem­
bers would of course remember that the work 
of the deptertment was increasing. In the 
correspondence telone the nu m her of letters 
received tend despatched was something over 
and above 5,000 last yeter. He might mention 
that all who went into the department began 
at very low salaries. The highest salary in tht> 
correspondence branch was £300, tend it was pro­
po . ..,ed to give that officer an increase o£ £25 ; ht~ 
held a very responsible position and was justly 
entitle<! to the increase. .\Jl the others hted very 
low salal'it;,-;:, and he hnpefl, therefore, no nl1jectinn 
would be !!l8Jde t0 the increa~m·, 

::'IIr. YOETO~ said he ':l'!derctood the h<w. 
member to s:tv that all the clerkb were bet dowu 
for increases.· 
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The MIXISTER FOR WORKS : Yes. 

:'ltr. NORTON : The hon. memlJer al"' ~aid 
that the snJaries wPre verv low, allll therefore 
the ofticerH \ven~ entitled 'to receive inernn~e:s. 
But that depended partly ou the time they lne<l 
necupied their position", mul partly on the 
lncreabe.s theY had had hefm·e. ]-fn\VPYPr, jn~t 
now he >Yoti1d like to l.;_now hou1 tlw hon. 
:;cntleman when he expected 1\Ir. Herhe1-t "·rmlrl 
be in a poHition to resnuw hi:-: pot:>ition ~ 

The :'IUXISTElt FOR WORKS said tlmt 
:\[r. Herbert recently ttpplied for 1m extension of 
his leu,ve for three months, and it was granted. 
He wttnted the extension on fnll pay ; lJut 
he had the option of staying- away three 
uwnths longer without pay. He (the Minister 
for \Vorks) was not prepare<] to say whether 
:Mr. HerlJert would resume his position in the 
Hailwav Department or not. The Government 
had not considered the matter yet ; but if he did 
not resume duty there he would be provided for 
in some other department. 

:\:Ir. l'iORTO::'< said he thought the Committee 
wer<3 entitled to know whether :VIr. Herbert 
would resmne his position or not. Surely the 
Government had had time to cnnsi<ler the nmtter! 
It was twelve months since .:'lir. Herbert got 
twelve rnonths' leave of absence \Vithout nskiug 
for it, and if the Government had not yet had 
time to consider wl1<1t they proposed to <1o, then 
they ought. to begin to do "''· The other night 
the hon. member spoke of the Government as 
an econornical G over111nent ; bnt in the present 
]!:~tim~ttes there waH a corr1n1i;:;~ioner fnr railw 
ways at £1,000 a year, anrl an acting com­
tnis::;inner ··--nu entirely ne\v a.ppointn1ent -at 
£800. If the Government intended to get 
another connnissiuner, the Committee had a right 
to kno\v. They ought certainly now to he in u. 
position to know prett~' well what they were 
going to do. It was no use shirking _the n1atter. 
Tf the~' were going to get rid of :\Ir .. Herhert 
why did they not say so'! lJid they mtend to 
appoint the ..:\cting Connnis~ioner in hiH p1ace or 
O'et a new connniHf-\inner frmu HOluewlu"'re el:-~e? 
The Committee lmtl a rig-ht to g·et from the 
t}overnment tlw fnllest information that tlwy 
could give. · 

The i\H:\I::OTER FO!t WOJUZS ,,,i,l lw 
would point ont to the hem. member that the 
very fact that the Government lmd re<Lppointetl 
i\Ir~ Thallon as Traffic .\Ianager ought to en<Lhle 
hitn to dnL\V hir; own col-wlnr;ion that l\1 r. 
Herbert would not go back to the H»ilway 
Department. 

:'lir. KORTOX: I do not want to draw con­
clusions at all ; I want to hear from you. 

The :'111:\ISTER FOlt WORKS : \Yhy did 
not the hon. lllernber dra,w his own cnuclu:-;ion ~ 
\Vhat wa8 the uKe of bring-ing Mr. Thn,llon back 
if :\Ir. Herbert wae to resume his position, when 
it was he who drove 1\Ir. Thallon away~ .Mr. 
Herbert W<L8 a good and faithful Rerv>mt of the 
Uovennnent, and they were prepared to recog·­
niKe that. He would lJe pro vi< led for in another 
position. 

Mr. NOR TON: \Vhy did you not say so nt 
once? 

The HoN .• T. ~\L I\L\Cit< )SfL\.S said.!"' tlitl 
not know whnther thP hon. gPntle111a.ll \\ct.;-l 11uito 
concet in tl"' Rtntement lw h.cd jn.,t lll>ldt>-that it 
\\"aR :\fr. Herbert who druvp :\lr. Tlmllrm away. 
111 thn fir...;t pla.ce the Uurrnuittm~ were not awa.rn 
tlmt :\lr. 'I'lmllon h,u] been reappoiutc·'L nnlt··'" 
thPV took their infornHttjon fr<ml the Pre~s. 
H,, .. (H•m. ,T. :'\!. :\Iacro»san) clenied--aml lJe 
th,nu~ht that biH knmvledge of the :-~uhject wn:-­
as gmal, if ll"L :;reakr, Lhall tlmL u[ t.be lH·u. 
gentlej1mu--

The MINTST:ER FOll WORKS : You m·e the 
man who ought to know all about it. 

The Ho:-;. ,J. :VI. MACRCJSRAX said lm 
<lenied that :\.Ir. Tlmllon W>>-' driven away by :VIr. 
Herl>ert. He believed it \Yas 1\lr. Herbert'8 'lthPr­
dinate,o.:: who cc-nl:•;ed :)Lr. ThalJnn to rettign. ~ir. 
Thallon W<tl-l under the iuqn·esKinn that ~fr. I-fer" 
b~rt did not look upon hitH Yery favonrab~y : 
hut he (Hon .. I. :'IL !11 ac·rosH>m) had always _tnerl 
to rlisahuse him of that idea, am! told hmt 1L 
\Yas a fal8e one. ]<;,·en ,.;ince :Mr. 'fhallon left the 
senice he had spoken to him on the subje<·t. I 1. 
wa,.; J\Ir. Thallon's subordinates who were tlw 
cause of his re-.ignation, and they \\'ere ~till in 
the san1e position to exercise the HauH~ influence 
that thev did then. The hon. g-entleman there­
fore need not think that the Committee conlcl 
draw any conclusion from J\Lr. Thallon'8 retunt. 

The MINISTER FOH WCJHKS said he was 
perfectly aware that tl~e hon. gentl.eman knew >1 

.rreat deal more about It than he did ; hnt some 
~hange was ab~olutely necessary. and the Ci-nY­
ernment considered that J\[r. Thallon :;honld 
have a fair chance. He would have the whole 
manao·ement of the Traffic Department, but the 
Conn~i~"lioncr for RaihvayH would be the n1e1liunt 
of emnrnunication between hint and the l\Lini.":lter 
for \Vorks. If he could not perform his work 
Hati~::lfactorily under tho)::e conditionH, the <Jovern­
ment wonld have to find someone else. He (the 
:Minister for \Vorks) knew nothing nt all ttbout 
the man himself, but he believed he was very 
well qualified for the position, not only because 
of his testimonial,;, but because of the excellent 
recmmnemlations thttt he had received primtely. 
He believed :Mr. Thallon would g-ive satisfaction, 
provided hon. membere would nut thrust men on 
the Traffic Department incompetent to do the 
work. 

:'llr. XOHTOX said he thought that the last ex 
pre'"ion was the m•"t extraordinary he had ever 
lwartl from a Minister. How were members to 
thn,;t men on tl1e •rraffic lle]>artment incompetent 
to ,]o the work? \Vas tl"' :;\[inister to be <1 
pnppet in the hands of h<m. lllembm·,, and tind 
places fol' an~~,mn tlwy ebost:• tn :unnina~e '! 
\Vhen a :\Liui,;ter llln<le "statumellt c>t that kmrl 
it was time to inqnire wlwther after all. it was 
the '1\·affic l\[ana,ger who wa::; rE'"'lHlllf-'Ible for 
the Ini:-;managetuent of the tlepartn~ent or the 
:'llinister himself. How was the Traffic JYianag·er 
to be heltl respoHsihle if men were nppointed on 
the nomination of members of Parliament·: He 
hoped the Minister meant nothing m~ll·e than to 
ln'tve a dig at his }JredecP.;:.:Rors 111 1nalnng a, st::tte~ 
ment of that kind. \Vith regard to :'IT r. H erllei·t, 
there was no rea.oon whatever why he should be 
removed from his office. \Vhen !Hr. Th,l!on 
was Traffic :Manag·er befcn,e, he was din:etly 
u11der the Counni,o....:sioner, but now they were to 
understand from the ::YiiniRter for \Vorkx that he 
was not to be under the Commissioner at all; the 
CommisKioner wafl merely to be the officert]u~mgh 
whom he woultl communicate with the ::\1Hnster. 
It was quite intelligible tlmt the Government 
~;lwnld wish the Traffic l\ianager to occupy that 
pr)Sition ; bnt even thm:e '\Vho spoke 1no~t un~ 
favourably of ::\[r. Herbert had never condenm_ed 
anv action of hiR except his interference \nth 
the traffic; and under the ne'v arraugmne11t it 
would be. intpoH~ib]e for nny intt~l·ferenee to CPlllP­

from hiw. 'rhn l\linist,~r had eertainly 11ot nmdf' 
it elearwl1y ?I! r. Hc:rl>ert should lwRhnnt.~d m1 :\1 r. 
Thallon being· taken lmck. He wa' g·lad th<:t 
the ?llini-ter for \Vorks »dmittecl ;\Jr. H erhert s 
chdn1 to 1·eceive front the Goyernment tJ1nt con­
Rjder:ttirm which e\'Cl'Y lll::tll deNBt'vnd who l1ad 
dl'vntPd hir; heNt energiP~ to tl11-~ .-;t-~1'\'ic_~'-' 11f ~hn 
('llllfltl'Y. \Vhr_,tlV-\1' }w had failed fll' ).'ll('l'Ct:dt•d 

W>!~'• pf r__:pun.e, ~l 1natter 0f <:-pil11 1:1J. 1 h11t. C'?l'~a!nl··­
it o~c1ned to hi111 (~lr. ~;·crtrm) thd llv ~nf!Jcient 
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cau'e whatever had been aesigned for the removal 
of the Commi.osioner, if the only complaint agaim;t 
hirn was in connection with the tni:·nnanagernent 
of the TrnJ!ic Department. 

The 1UNISTEU FOR WOEKS said the hon. 
mmnber for Port Curtis waf:l as crooked a..:.; a 
l'aan's horn. He alwavH tried to put a wrong 
construction on what ,,~as r;aid. 

:\lr. XOHTO)[: J do not. 

The MINISTER FOU \VOUKS: The hon. 
1ne1nl1erdid so and wrote to the Gulf ,·/('1', atHl venti­
lat,,d it. During the tennre of the hst Govern­
ment the Railway Department was fl<>odc'\ with 
incompetent rnen. lt was not NO now. 

l>Ir. ::'\ORTON: Of course not. 

The :MINISTER FOR WORKS said that no 
sing1e member of the Honse hac\ ever applied to 
hin1 to appoint anyone, but the hon. Hl8ll1ber 
for Port CurtiB, in his crookecl \Vay, en(leavoured 
tu put a wrong construction altogether on what 
he !me\ said. His opinion of :\lr. Herbert wa" 
jnf-':ta,R high as the hon. rnen1ber's, perhapRnwre f:O; 
but :\lr. Herbert W>tk n man who lllli't play first 
fiddle or he wonld not ph~, at all. Hon. members 
who knPw :ul~'thing of hn:-:ineM"l n1n:-;t see iha .. t

1 
if 

the T1·attic l\lanager W<1s to C{)nduct the depart­
lneut 1n·operly, he rnust have the right to norni­
nate when vacancies occnrre(_1, and ah;o, if rwceK­
s:;~.ry, to dilniRss. 

Mr. NO ETON : \Vho '~ The Traffic Manager? 

The :\UNISTER ]'OR \VORKS : Always 
subject to the approval of the Minister. 

:\Ir. NORTO"": Very well. 
The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS : Well, 

what f>tult have you to tind with it? 

;\lr. XORTOX: I am not finding fault with 
it. 

The HoY. ,T. ;\1. MACROSSAN s"'id that no 
one would dispute that if the Traffic Jlilanager 
waH to he held ret<ponsible for the safe working of 
the traffic, he must have the management of the 
traffic. The hon. mem her for Port Cnrtis did 
not dispute that, and the l\Iinister for \Vorko; 
should not allow his temper to get the better of 
him. \\'hat the hon. member pointeu out w'ts 
that if the Cowmissionerfor Railways was simply 
to be the vehicle of communication between the 
Tmffic Manag-er am\ the Minister, there was no 
rt•asnn to rernove l\{r. IIerbert or anyone else. 
'l'hnt was what he tried to point out, and it 
seemec\ the Jvlinister for \Yorks could not or 
wonld not nnderstancl that. Xow, the hem. 
gentleman had just said that Mr. Herbert would 
pby first fiddle or not play at all; that he 
woul<l be e\·erythiug or nothing. He (Hon. 
.J. 1\L J'ilacrossan) thought it was cl ne to Nlr. 
H erbert that something, should be said about 
hi;-; H})lJointn1ent as traffic n1anttger. There 
wa:.; a. tin1e in the 1uanage1neut of the 
rail Witys, and he d~red sa,y hon. trlBDl ber:-:; 
would r~member it, when J'IIr. Herbert was simply 
eonnniRNioner, and there w;ts a trnffic 1nanager 
named :\Ir. Lowe. -:'i'ow, he did not know why 
:'lfr. LowP fell into di"·epute, but it Heemed that 
he rlid. }{q did with a large nnmber of people 
in!-'ide the How;;e and a lnrger nnnther out~ide, 
a.wi with the (joverrnnent for the tiine being. 
The Unn~nnnent tben iu existence detenr1ined 
to get rid of him, but they could not by any 
pn~,..;illle nwttnl'l ,g-et rid of hirn uiilesR on the plea 
of ec()nmny, becauHe tbere "~a~ nothing tn he 
found \\Tnug in the n1auagenwnt of the traffic 
11ncler that g·entlenw,n. He rernmnbered ,<.:itting­
in the lioH~e ow"> whole evening liHtening 
to a di~ctu;~ion on the Hlc--n'it:-J awl den1erit~ 
of l\lr. Luw1-~~ in which he dill not take part, 
twenn:-:e he did not know tt.,nything ahont it; 

but it was continually said on Loth sides that, 
tts regrtrded 1\tir. I.JoWe1S Hafe rnanagement, no 
fault could be found with him. The man had 
simply a bad temper, he (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) 
believed. The Minister for \V orks at that time, 
who was detel'lnined to get rid of JYlr. Lowe, 
thought his way of doing so would be to combine 
the traffic management with the commissioner­
ship, and in th",t way the Government could 
take credit fur snving the sahtry of a traffic 
mamtger. The iVlinister for \Vorks asked JYh. 
Herbert if he "a~< willing to tttke the traffic 
managership on his shoulders along with his cmn­
missiunership, and lw said he would do so. 1Ir. 
J:Ierhert, he n1ight ~a.y, \VaH not in accord with Mr. 
Lowe, and he said he would satisfy the :Yiinister by 
taking over the traffic management ; but he did 
not wh<h to takeitfodong. The Minister who made 
tbat arrangement was the sarne rnan who IIO\V 

wished to displace Mr. Herbert. He (Hon. ,J. M. 
i\1acrossan) asked the Committee to consider tlw 
statement that the hon. gentlemnn had just made, 
thati\Ir. Herbert would be everything or nothing. 
\Vhatever i\lr. Herbert's faults were, the extn< 
work was pnt upon him by the hon. gentleman 
no\v in office, who tried UO\V to dr·ive hhn fro1u his 
appointment ; aml he askerl the Committee if 
thttt '"as fair to 11r. Herbel't's reputa,tion '? \Vas 
it fair for the 11inister tu make the statements h" 
had made ·: The hon. gentleman knew that lw 
(Hon. ,J. 11. 1lacn1ssan) iHLcl stated the facts, that 
Mr. Herbert hdd the traffic managership through 
no desire of his own, and much longer than he de­
sired. Mr. Herbert !me\ asked him once or twice 
to be allowed to give it up; but on the score of 
economy he declined to relieve him of the 
office of the tmffic managership, until he 
thought there was <W actual necessity, through 
the increase of the traffic, to appoint 
a man to the charge of it alone. Then, 
when the necessity arose, he sent for a traflic 
manager to England, and he was bound to 
confess that, as far as he knew, i\Ir. Thallon was a 
competent man. He was selected out of a great 
many candidates by the Agent-General; but still 
he knew this much: that Mr. Th,;llon hac\ yet to 
earu his repnttLtiou ati a traffic 1nanager. He had 
never been one; but he (Hon . • T. i\1. Macrossan) 
hoped he would g-ive thorough satisfaction. It 
did not require a vast amount of ability tn managp, 
the Southern and \V estern Railways, because thR 
supervision required was only on the line run­
ning from Brisbane, aml die\ not eYen inclucln 
the management of the \Vi<le Bay and Burnett 
lines. In justice to i\lr. Herbert, and in fair play 
to i\Ir. Thallon, he must say that it was 
not fair of the hon. gentlem<1n to bring them 
in such direct contact, because, as far as he 
knew, they never \Yere so very antagoni::;tic to 
one another. He knew that J\lr. Herbert was a 
man of distant clispo,;ition, and he thought that 
tlmt led to the coolness nf feeling that existed 
between him and ::\Ir. Thallun. i\lr. Thallon 
was cert,;inly not received with open arms 
by the CormniRHioner, but J\Ir. Herbert was 
thoroughly determined to give him fair play. 
He knew himoelf that the feeling in the der:art­
ment was entirely :'l,g~tint3t ~fr. Thallon, and 
ag·ain~t the 2\linist.ry, because the:v dared go O\'er 
the he,.LdR of other officers and get a traffic 
run.nager frmn .England. In reality it \V a . .:. .i\1 r. 
'Thallon's subordinates who thwarted him, aw\ 
he all the time imagined that it was the CoUJ­
IHis.Rioner who stood in his way. 

The MINISTEit FOR WORKS said th, 
hon. tneiuber who la~t ~]Jnke <:LIHl the Hletnber fut 
Port Curtis hnc\ both bmm l\Iini,,tero for \Y orks 
<tnd they ought to know all the secret~. 

The Hox .• T. ~l. :\IAOlWSSAX : That ha, 
nnthiug to do with it ~o long a,t-i yon will tell lV 

the truth. 
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The MINISTER FOn WOTIKS s::tirl if Mr. 
Thallon wa~ not competent as "traffic manager 
why did the hon. gentleman recommelltl him 
compensation ? 

The Ho~ . .J. nl. :\IACROBB"\N: I did not 
say he was not competent. 

The MINISTER :B'OR WORKS said he 
thought the hon. gentleman was just as crooked 
as the hou. member for Port Curtis. Mr. 
Thai! on wa~ either competent or not competent, 
:md if he was not competent why should the 
country have been snddled with a large amount 
of compensation ? That was the very thing that 
induced him to rc-em]Jloy Mr. Thallon, because 
he knew that if he had not been competent the 
Government of the day would not have granted 
him compensation for breaking his contract. 

Mr. NOR TON: He did not break it ; he 
resigned. 

The MINISTEH :nn::, WORKS said the 
({overnment were now determined to give Mr. 
Thallon a thorough trial, and he had every hope 
that he would give every satisfaction. 

The Ho:-~. J. M. MACROSSAX said he did 
not say anything that could be construed into 
meaning that Mr. Thallon was not competent as 
a traffic manager, and if he had he should 
willingly withdraw the statement. He had ~aid 
that Mr. Thallon had to earn a reputatiOn. 
He had none yet, because he was never 
::t traffic manager before. The first place in 
which he ever managed traffic was in Queens­
land-did the hon. gentleman know that? And 
he never had a fair opportunity in Queensland 
of showing what was in him. He (Hon. J. M. 
Macrossan) had given l\fr. Thallon all 
the compensation that he possihly could. 
He !!ave him half-a-year's salary >Lnd travel­
ling~ expenses as agreed upon, because he 
looked upon him as being 1L victim to that 
ill-feeling that existed in the office through 
his being brought out from England and 
put over the heads of those who thought they 
were competent to fill the post of traffic manager. 
Mr. Thallon was never in real antagonism with 
the Commissioner, but with his owr. subordinates, 
:.nd he (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) looked upon him 
:.s a victim. In a l!loment of irritation, 
suffering under a little cross he had receh·ed, 
and the vis ineTtiw of the whole department, 
he gave in his resignation. He (Hon. J. M. 
Macrossan) was sorry he did so, and believed 
J'vir. Thallon was sorry half-an-hour afterwards. 
lt was impossible for him when Minister 
for Works to find out the real difficulty 
that existed. He tried to put his finger on the 
men who were the real cause of Mr. Thallon's 
resicenation, and if he had succeeded in doing 
so, '\\1r. Thallon would still have been in the 
!:-lervice of the Goveriunent as traffic nutnager. 
.b he could not do so, he simply accepted 
l\1r. Thallon's resignation. He knew that Mr. 
'rhallon could never get on with the men under 
him and around him, who were opposed to him 
as they were; in fact, Mr. Thallon was a stranger, 
:.m! they treated him as such. He was positive 
that !vir. Herbert was simply acting from a mis­
t::tken point of view through the machinations 
of the men who had been under him for years. 
Certainly Mr. Herbert did not act as warmly 
towards "Mr. Thallon as he might have done, but 
that was owing to the man's nature, and not 
from any disposition to thwart Mr. Thallon. As 
the Government determined that Mr. Herbert 
,,hould not return as Commissioner, the que,tion 
tts to \Vho \vas to be his suceessor wa~ one of ~neh 
importance that the CommitteP nnght tn h~ Ye 

some information about it. 
Mr. BEATTTE saitl he had listened with 

interest tn the remarks of thP hon, member· for 

'l'ownsville wit}, rf'ferenee tu the workmg of the 
railways iu the paHt. ~onte year;;; ago, when :111 
agitation was got np in the_ public Inind agrtil~:-;t 
the then Traffic Manager, lYlr. Lowe, a comml"­
sion, of which he had the honour to be a m em· 
her, was appointed to inr]nire into the working 
of the Southern and \Yestern R"ilway. His uwn 
conelusion, after a most exlmusti ve inquiry 
into the sub.iect, was that l\lr. Lowe W";S .a man 
eminently competent to fill the pnsJtJOn of 
traffic manager ; and had his ]Jnsition been as 
strictly defined as the NiiniBter for \V orb in­
tended to tlefim, the position of :Mr. Thallon, 
there would hav-e been no clashing between hiw 
and the then Commissioner. l'vlr. Lowe had thP 
reputation with some people of being a great 
martinet, but the evidence clearly showed that 
he was a capital disciplinarian, and unless a 
man was a good disciplinarian he could neve~ be 
a good traffic manager. Hence a cry was rmsed 
auainst him by '' lot of useless men who could 
n~t do their duty. No efficient officer e\er 
spoke disparagingly of Mr. Lowe, and it was a 
great loss to the country when he went away. 
He remembered well that when Mr. Herbel"t. 
was asked to take the traffic managership he 
was doubtful whether he ahould accept it or not, 
and he believed he declined un one or two occa­
sions to accept the reHponsibility. His own 
opinion of l'ilr. Herbert was that he was '' first· 
rate commissioner, but it was pretty well kno.wH 
that his subordinates were not loyal to hm1. 
Had they been loyal, nothing- would have bceu 
heanl ,;f those complaints that were being 
continually published in the newspapers allOut 
the manner in which the working of the railwav 
was conducted. Subse<[nently, on lYir. Thal!nn'' 
appointment, every hon. member approved t>f 
the action of the Government in sending home 
for a man of sufficient experience to conduct th~ 
traffic on the Southern and \V estern line. Snmr. 
hon. members might remember that, when that. 
appointment was first made !mown, he (Mr. 
Beattie) said that if full ;onthonty was not g1nn 
to Mr. 'l'hallon--if he was allowed to be inter· 
fered with by subordinates, as the pre\"ious 
Traffic Manager was-he prognosticated that he 
would not stay three months in the office. H<> 
quite believed, with the hon. member for Towns­
ville that the trouble with l\Ir. Tha!lon was not 
cnus~d by Mr. Herbert but by the men under him. 
He had no hesitation in saying that many 
offences were committed under the regulations 
of the Ra1lway Department, that l\lr. Herbert, 
as TraHic :Manager, knew no more about than 
he (Mr. Beattie) did. Cases had been reported 
to him of men who had been suspended for 
drunkenness, and were reinstated without J\h. 
Herbert knowing- anything about it. At the 
time he heard it, he could scarcely believe 
it to be true, but there was a great deal in it 
nevertheless. \Vhen J\lr. Thal!on came out the 
same ~yr:;tem \vas in exi~-;tence, and anym1P 
reading the evidence taken before the cOin­
mission to which he had referred, would see 
that J\1;. Thallon suffered under the same thing 
as l\Ir. Lowe. It was clear from that evidencr; 
that some of the subordinates of the department. 
were not loyal to them, and he did not think tha,t 
greater experience had made the1:' J_nore loyal pow. 
He was very sorry to hear the ::\lnnster for\\ orks 
say he intended to dispense with theserdcesof:\[r. 
Herbert. ?\ ow that the Uovermnent h~d decideJ 
to adopt the priuciple which ought to lmve beeu 
adopted years ago-na.1nely, to di:-;connect the 
'fraffic ManRgeJ· from the Commissioner, with the 
exception of ~ending his nffidnl emTeRponde11ce 
throug-h him-there seemed to he no need to tak 
that extreme step. ·with Mr. Herbe1-t and l\h. 
Thallon the derJartment would have a eOJu­
Jni:·mioner of grea.t experience, aHd a traffic Jrlfl..lUt­

ger who came ont with good te.~timoni:1ls; and in 
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a very ehort time confitlence in the management 
of the rail ways would Le restored. \Yith reference 
to l\Ir. llerbert's KucceH.sor, information on that 
point would be interesting Loth to himself and to 
the public. The appointment was, of course, 
left with the 11inister, Lut some information 
n1ight be frtirly given to hon. n1ernber13 as to who 
wa':l to Le ::Y.I:r. Herbert's successor. 

:VIr. KORTON said he hoped the Miuist~r 
for \Vorks did not understand from his speech 
that he wished to say one word against lYir. 
Thallon. He knew nothing of that gentleman 
except what little he gathered from meeting him 
on two or three occasions after he had ceased to 
be Traffic Manager. \Vhat his abilities were as 
Traffic J'.Ianager he knew not, and could not pre­
tend to say. \Yhat he did say was, that if J\'Ir. 
Thallon's appointment was made under the con­
ditions stated by the Minister for \Varies-that 
he should have sole control of the traffic and be 
entirely independent of the Commissioner-he 
saw no reason whv JI.Ir. Herbert should be re­
mov~tl. }~xcepting: that Mr. Thallon would have 
to send his official correspondence through 
the Commissioner, they would be kept 
r1uite a[Jart. 1J nder an arrangement of that 
kind it would be qnite impossible for Mr. 
Herbert to try to "boss" the whole concern. 
As regarded Mr. Thallon, he would like to say 
one word. He had only seen him two or three 
times, and whether he would be able to carry out 
the work he (Mr. Norton) did not know. But 
he did know that whatever was done when he was 
here before led to the conclusion that Jl.h. 
'l'hallon had never occupied the position of traffic 
manager before he came to Queensland. And in 
saying that he was borne out by the statement 
of the hon. member for Townsville. It appeared 
to him that in making the appointment the 
\ ;overnment had done so for the very extra­
ordinary reason that J'.Ir. Jl.facrossan had given 
.Mr. Thallon half-a-year's salary when he for­
mel'ly resigned. That did not appear to him 
tn be a sufficient reason, and if there was no 
other to be found in the papers connected with 
the office, then he (::\Ir. Km-ton) thought he ought 
not to be reinstated. He did not blame the 
:Minister one bit. He did not say one word 
against him for the reinstatmnent. It was a 
matter of opinion whether JI.Ir. Thallon ought, after 
having resigned the position that he once held 
to be rein_stated. He did not wish to say on~ 
word agamst the Minister for \Vorks in decidin" 
to n1ake the reappointment. He thought th~ 
JI.Iinister for vVorks had done very wisely in 
1p.aking the arrangen1ent announced to the 
Committee of keeping the Traffic JI.Ianager inde­
pendent of the Commissioner. But he (:Vlr. 
Norton) had heard no r<'ason for sending Mr. 
HerLert out of that office, and giving him 
an~1ther appointment. He was sorry the 
lVItmster for \Vnrks was riled at anythin" 
he had said. He did not intend to ril: 
him. At the same time there was no use 
in saying that either Mr. l\Tacro.,san or himself 
was as crooked as a ram's horn. If the l\1inister 
for vYorks wanted an excuse to butt at some thin" 
he could butt at him, but he did not see what 
good th.at would lead to. It did not place him 
(the Munster for \Vorks) in a better position in 
any way. Of course he could make an allowance 
for the :\linister for \V orks in the circumstances. 
He certainly objected to :VIr. Herbert's removal 
and he did 11ot see what "Oud was to come of it. H~ 
did not believe there w~s any man in the colony 
who conk! fill the office better than Mr. Herbert 
could, or who could, even if he became thoroughly 
ac'.lu.ainted with the ~uties, so soon supply the 
:Munster for \Vorks w1th all the infornmtion he 
wanted. JI.Ir. Herbert was thoroughly up in 
matters connected with railway work. He (:V[r. 
Xorton) had always hellnl it sRkl thrtt when Mr. 

HerLert held office previously in the Lands and 
Vvorks Office he wa• just as good as an under 
secretary. On that account che (Mr. Norton) 
felt rather disappointed on hearing that the 
Government had decided to displace him; and 
he agreed with the hon. member for }~ortitude 
V alley in saying that if the Government had 
made up their mind the Committee were 
entitled to hear something as to who was to Le 
appointed in his place. 

The MINISTER ]'OR WOI~KS said he had 
no desire to say a single word against Mr. Her­
bert. He believed there was no more efficient 
officer in the service of the Government than JI.Ir. 
Herbert. In fact, he had been inclined to think 
that he was too much so. It had led to disputes 
between those who were doing business with 
the Rnilway Department; in connection with 
goods delayed, or goods damaged, it was almo5t 
impossible to come to a settlement. The Rail­
way Department were always right, and the 
traders were always wrong. He knew that 
Mr. Herbert was under the impression that 
he was protecting the interests of the Govern­
ment. Ha did not accuse him of doing wrong; 
all he said was that the Government thoroughly 
recognised Jl.1r. Herbert as a zealous officer, and 
when he came back he would be provided for. 
:Mr. Herbert,however, hadnotapre-emptiveright 
to the Hail way Department. The hon. member 
for Townsville had said that Mr. Tha!lon was 
not a traffic manager. He (the Minister for 
Works) understood that the late Government 
had sent home instructions to the Agent­
General to send out a traffic manager. He also 
understood that out of a good many applicants 
:Mr. Thallon's was considered the best. He did 
not know Mr. Tha!lon and did not know any­
thing about him. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN : Have you 
seen the papers'? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it was 
an extraordinary thing that the Agent-General 
was instructed to send out a traffic manager, 
that there were so many applicants, and that 
:Mr. Thallon was selected-being considered the 
best,-and that now the hon. member for 
Townsville said that Mr. Thallon was not a 
traffic manager at all. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: He never 
wa~. 

The MINIST.EU FOR WORKS : It is a 
most extraordinary thing, then, that he was 
selected out of so many applicants for the 
position of traffic n1anager. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was 
surprised that the hon. Minister for vVorks did 
not know all about it. He could not have read 
the papers, and he seemed to him (Hon. J. M. 
Macrossan) to know nothing at all a bout it, so 
far as_ the papers were concerned. Surely he 
(the Ministerfor \Vorks) could not be under the 
impression that Jl.lr. Thallon was a traffic 
manager at home ! \V as it ]Jossihle for him to 
ilnagine that they could get a traffic manager, 
who at home received from £1,000 to £3,000, or 
£5,000 a year--

:\lr. BEA TTU; : And £8,000 a year. 

The HoN. J. :VI. MACROSSAN: Who 
received huger salaries than Ministers of the 
Crown in England, to come to Queensland for 
£800 a year? The Minister for Works could not 
be so ignorant as that. He (Hon. ,T. M. 
l\Iacrossn,u) \Vas speaking frmn inforn1ation he 
had found in the papers. Mr. Thallon never ha< I 
had charge of traffic, and never professed that 
he had. But he was a good railway officer, and 
amongst all the a1'plicants he was considered to 
Le the best. The applicants were (11! men who 
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could he recommended by their superiors to 
become traffic manager,;, but they never had held 
that position, or else they would not have been 
applicants for a like position in Queensland. Of 
course he (Hon. J. J\1. l\iacrossan) could under­
stand the motive of the Government very well in 
coming to the conclusion not to reinstate :Mr. 
Herhert as Commissioner for Railways, and he 
respected the motive, althoug·h he thought it was 
a mistaken one. He thought l\ir. Herbe1-t, if a 
good servant at any time, would be far more so 
when he came back; for, as he mHlerstood, l\h. 
Herbert had been trying to master the working 
of all the railway systems of the different countries 
he was visiting. And he confessed th:tt Mr. 
Herbert \vas a zealou-. officer, and, kn(nving hi::; 
duties as Hailway Commissioner, had claims for 
reinstatement, He thought himself that Mr. 
HerLcrt had been a very zealow:-\ officer; s.orne­
timBs he conceived that he w:ts too zealous anr! 
looked after the interests uf the Government too 
well. Had he been like many of!irers he would 
not have got into so rnuch hot water, for he \vuulcl 
have looked at the interests of the Government 
as of sec<mcbry importance-which he never 
did. He (Hon. ,J. l\I. l\Iacrnssau) thought the 
Committee would like to know from the Minister· 
for \Vnrks who was to be ::\fr. HerLert's snccessnr. 
\Vas the .. A.cting Con11nissionor for Railwny~ to 
be appointed Commissioner? He supposed the 
Government had rrut<le up their ruinds to th:tt. 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS : Xo; they 
have not made up their minds. 

The HoN. J. 1\1. ::'IIACROSSAX said the Gov­
ernment had had twelve months to think of 
what they were going to do with l\Ir. Herbert, 
and who was to be his successor. It was due to 
the Acting Commissioner that he should know. 
He had been acting Commissioner for twelve 
months, and surely the Government had h:td 
sufficient experience of him to know whether he 
was worthy of being permanently appointed or 
not. He was very much inclined to doubt the 
word of the l\Iinister for \Vnrks that the Gm·ern­
ment had not made up their minds as to who was 
to be apvointecl Commissi,mer. He believed 
that they had made up their minds, Lut th:tt 
they had not the courage to ~Say so. 

Mr. BEATTIE said that was one of the 
points he had forgotten to mention when speak­
ing before-the statement of the YJ:inister for 
·works that he looked upon l\ir. Thallon as a 
traffic manager from England. It struck him at 
the time that the Minh;ter had not rettcl the 
papers, because the traffic manager of the very 
department Mr. 'l'hallon same from received, he 
believed, £9,000 a year. 

An Hoxol:RABLE ~iEi\IBER: Surely not ' 

l\Ir. BKATTIE : Tf the hon. member mmld 
make inf]uiry he would find that 11r. l\IcLaren 
\Vas one of three 1nen in Gre~~,t Bl'ita,in 'vho 
received enormous sahries-- £8,000 or £D,OOO 
a year. ..._!\_ short tin1e ago, an officer frorn 
the same railway department -who was not 
traffic manager there, but one uf the n~~,si:;tant 
traffic directors or im;pectors, the same r1s Mr. 
Tha1lon \Vas until he C[1Di8 to Qneensland­
accepted the office of traffic n1nnager in one 
of the colonies- the Cape, he belived- at 
a salary of £1,000 a ye:tr. Then, ag:tin, di<t 
they not see a gentleman who had not been a 
traffic 1nanager at hon1e, but '"ho was connected 
with the management of the tmffic, selected to 
take charge of the Victori:tn milways :tt £3,000 
a year? 1'\ o doubt the appointment of ::\Ir. 
Thallon as traffic manager'here was anadvmlCefor 
him. He cnme here with a good characterfrmn the 
Agent-General, and frnn1 his references it '\YaH 
evident that he was thoroughly conversant with 
the system of conducting th8 traffic of a very 

largo railway ; and the colony was very glad to 
get a nutn of such experience, because he n1ight 
teach then1 a wrinkle orb\ o, and t:bo\v how- their 
railways might be conclncte<l in a way that 
would be advantageous. But he (l\lr. Beattie) 
said ag:dn that if a,n nfficer placed iu that 
position hac! not the rJecc"'~"T power, and if the 
of:i'c0rs under him were not loytcl to him, h" 
could not be successful. He believed that 
the appointinent would prove a ~m.tisfactory 
oue; but for anyone to think for one n1nn1ent 
that a traffic nwrwger of one of the grea,t Ellg­
lish and Scotch lines would come out here at any 
sal:try they could giYe him ,,-a:; simply absm·d. 

l\Ir. NORTON sai<l if the l\Iinister for \Vorh 
could nut tell them who the new OommiKRioner 
was to be, perhaps he ,,-oulcl refer to the Acting 
Con1n:1i~::~doner for infonnation on the subject? 
He believed the hon. gentlermtn cm1ld tell ti1em 
if he liked, and he might as well let them ha;-e 
the information at once. If he would not tell 
them that, perh:tps he woul<l tell them whether· 
they \Vere to have an acting cmnlni:-;:-;ioner~ for 
whom there was a s:tlary of ~£HOO put down, '" 
\Yell as a connni:::r;ioner. 

The ::\1IXISTER }'OR 1\"0TUCS: l'\o. 

l\'Ir. KELLJ,TTsaid tlmt, whethm·the Covem­
ment ha<l made up their miwls on the sulJject nf 
the con1n1is~iuner or not, he thought it n:ry ad­
visable that they should not make th,, <l]J]loint­
rnent at lJresent ; and the ar~nunent bJ'ought 
forwtucl bv the hon. member for Townsville bore 
him out ir! that when he st>ttecl that it was the 
under men of the department who clro;-e :!\lr. 
Thallon aw:ty, and not l\Ir. Herbe1-t. Most of 
those men were still here. 

The HoN . • T. :M. l\1ACROSSAJ'\ : They are 
:tll here. 

l\Ir. KELLETT said that as Mr. Thallon was 
coming back it 'muld be :tdYisable to wait and see 
how things wonld work-whetherthe Acting Com­
missioner and others would meet :i\lr. Th:tl!on 
fairly, and giYe hin1 a~si~tance to carry out hik 
\VOl'k. He quite agreed \Yith the hon. n18111ber 
for TownHYille tlutt there were a great Iuany 
cli<]ues in the Railway Jlepartment, and ha<l 
been for years ; and it wnuld take a very good 
man to get rid of them. He knew that there 
\Vere such cliqueH in Brisbane, IIJS\Yich, mHl 
elsewhere, and that they were Yery powerful lf 
a rn:tn whom they did not like w:ts appointed 
to a place, they never ceased until they hunted 
hhn out. Tbe tbjng had l1een going Oll for y~:)tH'-', 
and would continue until some man--either the 
present 1\._cting; Connnis.sioner or the new Cmu~ 
Ini::-::doner-found out those cliques and put hiR 
foot down upon them. It was his lmsim ,,, and 
not the business of the ::'llinister to find thelll 
out. He defied any l\lir1ister to do so ; lmt the 
ConnniB1·3ioner, \Yhr) wa,.s tbe lleacl of the (1<-~Intrt­
ruent, ought, fro1n hi::; long experience in con­
nection with it, to l1e :tllle to find ont tlw men, 
and let the l\[inister know who they were ; 
and then let him disnhss them-- c-lear tlwm 
out at once. He was perfectly saticfied that the 
depa1t1nent required a big clearh1g ont. There 
waR no good getting rid nf 1\Ir. HerlJert nnle::-.;; 
they got rid of a g<1ocl IWlll)' ntherR. The thing· 
wa" to find them and weed them out. lt wonhl 
cert>tinly be for the public benefit. He there­
fore thoug-ht it adviRable not to appoint 
a connnif-'~ioner at pre~ent. The .Acting· 
Comn1is~ioner v. fl·H doing hiH best at present, and 
let them see how long he 'vonld continue to 
do so. N e'v bromns generally R\Yept cJean, and 
newly appointed officen; were very courteous, lmt 
after a tiine they :-;mnetilnes gnt as bnn1ptious 
as their predecessors. It wonld therefnre be 
ad vis:tblo to see how l\lr. Thallon got on. He 
did niJt think be gnt fnir play before, and he 



Supply. [8 DECEMBER.) Supply. 1737 

should like to see him get n, chance of it 
now. He had never met him when he was here 
before; but he hoped to meet him before 
long, and he was satisfied that he was likely to 
improve upon what they had had lately. 

:'\fr. NORTO"' asked the Minister whether 
it was neces~;ary tn have an a:-;Ri:-;tant a.ecountfLnt, 
for whom £3;)0 was put down. Ho thought, 
from the change that was ma<le in the cleJ•art­
ment not very long ago, that such an officer 
would not be necc,sary. 

The ::\IINISTER J<'OR WORKS said the 
appointn1ent was nece.ssar;v in con.sequence of the 
increa,;e in the work. The chief accountant 
wa,; not able to keep pace with the work, aiHl 
it wa'i' nece:-;sary to give hiln smne a,:-:;si:-;tance. It 
was the same with the station ttuditor. It was 
very necessary that the accounts should lJe 
auditeJ to see that everything wa:3 correct, and 
it \Vf\JR utterly iu1possible for one :-:tation au<litor 
to tmvel over the whole of the lines ttnrl. audit 
the accounts. The hnn. llletnbor ought to be 
ttwam that there had been considerable exton­
~ions of lines openPd, which lll~Ce~sitated a great 
dea.l nwrt> work. 

:\lr. :'-:<HtTO"' "aid he was quite aware that 
there had lJeen considerable extensionH of lines, 
but he did not know that an as,;istttnt accountant 
was mJcessary. He thought that, from the 
nrrange1nent 1nncle b\"el ve or eighteen rnontbH 
ago, Rneh ~tu officer would not be neceNRary at 
present, as the staff wuuld be al,le to cany nut 
the work. Of course, if the ::\Iiniskr saitl the 
appoint1nent was necessary the Connnittee n1ust 
accept it. ·with reg-:trd to the clerks in the 
department, he saw that there were about a 
dozen who had increase.s put down this year. 
Could the ::'llinister tell the Committee whether 
any of those clerks got increases la~t year or the 
year before? 

The MIJ\1STEH FOR WOEKS said none of 
them got increase" last year. 'The hon. member 
ought to know that clerks in the Railwcty Depart­
ment entered the servic>j at very low salaries-­
some as low as £30 ''year-and they got gradual 
increases of a.bout .£20 a year. He w::tR lJositive 
that none of the clerL mentioned got increa.ses 
last year. They 1night bave got incrense.-; the 
year before, for anything he knew. Snrely those 
young rnen gTu\ving up were entitled to a s1nall 
increase .;uch a" that set down. 

The Ho~ .• J. M. :'lfAOHOSSA~ said he cnulcl 
bear out what the hon. gentlermm had said as to 
the clerks going into the Hail way Department 
at a very small salary. He thought they deserved 
regular increaseR, because he believed there was 
no department in which the clerks did their work 
more thor-oughly or where they had more work 
to do than in the Uttilway Department. He 
would like to ask the hon. gentlenncn if all were 
to get an increase, or only a few of them? The 
lum. gentlernan had told thern that nine were to 
have an increase. but there were fourteen clerks 
set down. The hon. gentleman had not treaterl. 
1tll alike, lmt had made a selection. \Vhether 
they were selected according- to merit or not the 
hem. gentleman could best say. 

The :Yll:'\ISTER :FOR WORKS said he did 
not go and ask \Vho ha(l got an increase nnd who 
h1tcl not. He considerecl it his tluty, when ltn 
incre~Lt->8 ''as proposed, to a,scertain that the 
person was thoroughly worthy of it. Surely the 
hon. 1nernber rlid not HUlJPO~e that he \\'as going 
thronf(lr all the em ployes of the department to 
see whether they had g·,,t increases! He pre· 
snmecl that the lwnd of the department was 
C(JtnpPtent to reconnnend an increa~e. He \Vas 
not ,mre whether that h"d been the practice of 
the hon. rnmnbcr. Tht~re \Vere ROllH~ thons~Lnd~ 
of clerks in the Hail way Department. 

The Hox. ,J.::\1. :VIAOROSSAN : Thousands ! 

The ::'IHXISTEE JWH WORKS: Over the 
whole country, taking a.ll the 81nploy8s-pnrterH, 
firetnen, engine-clrivorH, together--the~r fonned 
a verv l<Ll'( ·e nu111hm· ::tnd he \\ a.s not going to go 
over the \~hole of tl{mn, and a~k why Ru-::tnrl-:-.;o 
had nut received increases. The reconnnenda­
tionM were subn1itted to hirn, a11d he :-;atisfied 
him"elf that the officers mentioned "'ere entitlPcl 
to the incren.seK recounnended. 

The Ho:<. J. i\1. l\IAOJWSSAN sai<l the 
hon. o·entlewau could get the infornuttion by 
asking the Acting Conunif>:·;;ioner why cert~tin 
increaKes ·were recmnnH:~ndecl, and why the five 
clerks he hac! referred to were not recom­
rnencled for increases. He knew he (Hon. 
J. 11. ::\Iacro"san) had alwttys done it. \Vhen­
ever an increa:-;e was reeon1n1etHled to hhn he 
always a~ked the reaNon for it. He "VaR Rorry to 
say that during the time he waR in office he had 
brit little chnnee of giving· inerca~e~. It had 
alwayH been a ha.rLllJn:-;h on the ~dele of econonry. 
The lwn. genthnnan, howevet', wa~ in offic~.~ \Vheu 
there was a full Trea,;nry, and it >ms his dnty 
to inquin~ why nine of tht' clerk:--\ t•eeei ved 
increa:·a~:-;, while fi vt~ did 110t. l t would 11ot 
be ltanl \Vork for the hon. llleTlllJel' to find uut. 
The hdn. uwm ber Hhonld <1~·di: the reason frmn 
the Cmntllit-tsioner, and lat the Connuittee have 
the infmmation. The lwn. member had beeu 
long enough in the l:Iouse tn. knn.\\: _that the 
Cmn1nittee were m-mally very rnqutsitn·e upon 
these points, and he himself when a . simpl_c, 
member of the Committee used to lJe more rnqursJ. 
tive tlmn any other member of it. He should 
not get up in a passion and ~ay he \ras uot 
expectetl to do this and that. The hon. gentleman 
was expected to do his duty, anr1 it wa,; his duty 
to kno-w the reason for the increa~es recotn­
mended. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS said he had 
already informed the hon. member that he made 
inquirieR as to t.he gentlemen whose Halaries be 
\Vas recommended to incretLse. He could aRsure 
the Committee that the country wonltl never 
g<-t such a man as ::\Iinister for \Vorks as the hon. 
member for Townsville. 

Mr. AEOHEE: Hear, hear! Kot while you 
are in the office. 

The MINISTER FOE WORKS said he 
endeavoured to do his best, hut he could never 
hope to come up to the standard of the hon. 
member for Townsville, who thought he WliK not 
only capable of lJeing a Minister for \Vorks but 
of being an engineer. They kne\v that frntn the 
ttrrangements he had made in connection with the 
BrislJane V alley line, the curves on which had 
since to be altered, becam.:;e in going round thmn 
the buffers \%ere actually interlocked. The hon. 
gentleuutn rrtight a~k hiln why he did not in;.;truet 
the engineer to build railways at this cost and 
that cost, but he did not profess to do it. Thol 
hon. gentleman seemed to think he shoul<l go 
over the whole of the employes in the depart­
ment and see why they did not g-et increases of 
salary. He declined to <lo it, and he had not the 
time to do it. 

The HoN. ,T. M. MAOJlOSSA.X said they 
wonl<l di.-:;cuss the J~ngineer:H J)epartnidlt and tht-: 
Brish<tne Vailey Railw>ty when the next vote 
carne on, and he could give the hon. gentlen1au 
his assurance that he would get plenty of it. 

Mr. ARCHER snid that, as the Minister for 
\.VorkH was ~uch a po\verful nutn, he ought to Le 
tnore 1nilcl, and not be KO hard on hiR preclP­
cessorR. It \\'as the nwst n.hsnnl thing he bad 
\Vitne~kPd h1 that Connnittee~ the hon. nH~HtlH'l' 
getting- in a pa~~:Jion l>ecanRe he wa:-; aMked n qlH'K­

tion1 and t1·ying to lH .. '" Rarcastic in talking about 
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the power of the hon. mmuher for Townsville. 
The hoil. rnernber would do better by answel'ing 
the question than by pitching into hiR precle­
c~P.sors to a\7 oid ant:nvering- the question put to 
hnn. 

::IIr. P AL1f.Ell said they had had some ex­
traorclinal'Y r~\ elations that evening. It \Vas a 
most 1;nhmtrd-of cir·cnmstance that a clique of 
subord.Inates. Bhnnld ~:;o 'vork things as to carry 
t~lC'Ill ll_l tben· o\vn w~1y and np:-;et the Cnn1rniti­
RIOner for Railways, the ::\Iinhter for \York~, 
and the .L\cting Cmrnni~.·doner for H}1il \\ay;.;, 

He had never heard befol'e of a department' of 
which snch things could be Raid as to the wety in 
which it wets canit·d on. "'hat guarantee 'bad 
they that, when :Ylr. Tha.llon l'etnmed to hb 
office, he would not be tre:cted in exactly the same 
way again'! It waR dir-<graceful to hear such 
things ::;aid of the working of a department. 
He wante<l to ask the :'1/Iinister for \Yorks ahont 
an it ern in the vote-" Cmnpewmtion for injurie~ 
£193." Did thttt apply to compensation in,idP o{· 
outside the dep>Lrtment? It seemed strange that 
the same sum should be required for each ye~tr. 

The MI-:\'ISTER l,'OR WOlUCS sa.id he bad 
been " good deal suq,rised at that item him­
"elf, and he had made inquirieR on the subject. 
It appe·med that a man engaged in the Hail­
,v~ty -~)ep:.trtnlPnt had :ecei,·ed an it;.inry, and 
the b-overnrneut ga.ve hnn con1penkat1011 to the 
amount of £1UT>. He thought the amount oug·ht 
1;ot to appc'_lr there again. He thought he. could 
find some hg·ht employment for the man m the 
departntent; but he found it much better to be 
getting £1W> fen· cornpew·mtion for injnrieR re­
ceived than to accept the employm<;llt. He 
was further told the llU1ll \n.t:-l in good circaun­
stances. 

Mr. ARCHKR: Does it mean .t:lfJ:i a. year~ 
'l'he J\LC:\'JSTEH FOR WORKS ;,;tid he did 

11ot undt:r~taud \Vhy it appeared on the ]1::-;ti­
ma.tt-H again. He \\':LN f:mti::-;fied the 1nan wa:-; 
co111petent to (1o Hght work, though, of conr:::.e, the 
sala.ry would he much leRs. It miccht be ~n 
arranged that whnt he would g~t could be ta.keu 
from the £1U5 set down. 

}h. AHCHJUt a~ked whether the Minister 
for \Vorks could tell hon. members how the sum 
of £l()i'J was a.rrived a.t. \Vas the amount fixed 
b~~ a ~Jini:-;ter, or waR it an award by a con1n1iR­
siun appointed to inquire into the matter? \Vhat 
wa.s the rea~cm of the a.w>Lrd, and what was the 
exart RUin a\varded? 

The MIXISTElt FOR \YORKS "a.id he was 
informed that the man who wa.s receiYing tha.t 
s~1n1 had l1een an engine-driver on one of the 
lmes, and had met with an accident about ten 
years ago. 

The HoN. J. M. J\L\CROSSAN: Not quite. 
The MIC'\lSTER I,'OH WORKS: The ma.n 

was eutployed on full par n:-; an ew . .;ine-driver~ and 
the sum of £l!J!'i, which he wa.s paitl, WIIS com­
puted at the ra.te of his monthly salary. 

The HoN . . T. J\L MACROSSAN sa.id it wns 
dnring the period of the existence of the Cl-oYern­
ment of \Yhich the present Premier a.nd t.he 
present Minister for \Vorks were member·s that 
the accid:nt referred to happenecl. An engine 
was cnnnng frmn Dalby to Toowooiuba., during 
a Yery heavy stori!l, when sonw earthworkH gaye 
way, and the ra1b ha ring uothi11g- to ,-.:uplJort 
them could not bear thn engine. That was how 
the accident m·ose ; but it did not occur ten 
) ears ago. It was before his (Hon. !\Jr. 
~Iacrossan's) time in office, am! perhaps a. little 
Lefore the h(m. gentleman's tin1e; but it waR 
during· the period the present pa.rtv wee<:• in 
office. \Vhen the matter came liefore him 
(Hon. Mr. :Hac,ro,san) he got the £ame answer 
"'' the Tllini,;ter for Worh, The anwnnt lmtl 
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lwen vote<! on the :E~;tima.tes from year to 
year. He could not place it in Schedule B 
nmong the retiring a.!luwances, and had there­
fore left it on the };stimates a.s the hon. gentle­
man ha.d done; but there \\·as no doubt it should 
be put somewhere ebe. If, however, the ma.n 
had thoroughly recovered it was a question 
whether the vote should appear at all. 

Mr. KELLETT sa.icl he remembered the time 
when the a.ccirlent occuned. The rlriver was 
seriously injured, and would be a perfect cripple 
till he weut to his grave. For some yea.rs it cost 
him what he received as compensation for 
doctors. J-Ie was, however, a careful gaving 
Inan, an(l vvas now allle to live on a farn1 he had 
got. lJ e 'ronld never get over the injuries to 
the ~pine he had received; he was only just able 
to potter abqut, get into his dog~c-art, and {lrive 
from his own place to the station. 

The Hox. J. M. J\IACHOSS.\.N sa.id he would 
like to know from the J\1inister for Works who 
was the assistant a.cconntant, and who was the 
a.~sista.nt ~;tation a.uditor, a.s he noticed that those 
were two new appointn1ents? 

The J\IIKISTER FOR WOHKS sa.id the ap­
pointments ha.d not been ma.cle yet. He never 
made appointments till the sa.lary wa.s voted. 

Mr. ARCHJ<;R: Oh, don't you? 
The J\UNIS'n;R I<' OR WORKS : No. 
J\Tr. ARCHER: Do you mean to say that if 

a uuu1 iK wanted you do not appoint hi1n '! Y on 
are rwt fit for yonr place if you do not. 

The HoN .• T.M. MACHOSSAN said he hoped, 
if the U]J]Jointments ha.d not be<'n made, that 
they would be gi ,-ell to some officers in the 
depnrtrnent who were deRerving uf prm11ution. 
He believed there were men in the <lepa.rtment 
thoroughly co;npetent for both positimrs. He 
thought they h<1.d nearly gnt through the vote 
before the Committee, but before it \1 as put 
to the vote he would like to know what the 
GovermnBnt \Yere dni11g in the way of adopting 
proper and safe brakes for the rail wa.ys. He 
had seen something in the newspapers to the 
effect that the Government had been experi­
menting with some brakes, and he "ould like 
to know how far those experiments had gone, 
and whether the Government ha.d decided on 
using one brake all oyer the line, and if so w ha.t 
bra.ke it wn~;? It was a. ma.tter of importance 
with regard to the ,afety of the travelling ]mblic, 
and wa.~;just as much de~;ening of consideration 
a.s the appointment of a. tra.ffic manager. 

The MIXISTJi:R l<'OH \VORKS sa.id men 
were now employed in the railway workshops 
fitting up one of the IV estinghouse bra.kes. He 
understood from the Locomotive Superintendent 
that there had been some improvements made 
in the brake rec8ntly, a.nd those were now 
on the way nut, aml as soon as they arrived the 
work would be completed. :From a. report made 
to him it appeared that-

" The ~\n:-~tralian agents of the 1Ycstinghouse Com­
pany have reported to the Locomotive I<~ngineer that 
some of the parts sent out in 1877 have hecn very mneh 
irnproTed npon .:dnce that time. and suggest that every­
thing- u:-:ed should be oi' modprn deRign. The compan.v's 
engineer i:-; now on his way from )lclbouruc with the 
improved parts." ~ 
The V acuurn Brake Company had offered to fit 
up one of their brakes free of co"t, and the Gnv­
ernJnent 'vould have one of tbe engine~ now being 
made in England titted up with tha.t bmke. The 
Acting Commisoioner for Ha.ilwa.ys informed him 
that-

.. rnw Tacnum Brake Compnny hnve also wired for 
the e:tniage appliance.-;, Drawings of the bral(e-rigging 
suitable for our carringP~ are uow beiug prepared by 
the }.l)(•,onwtlve En!-:'illePr, and it i~ ;tllt.icipated that a 
complete train will 1Jc reacly !'or work ral'lY in April 
ll[J\t" 
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The ITo.'l. .T. l\1. l\IACROSSAN said he 
thought they should have something to say on 
that very important subject. He believed there 
were several members present who understood it 
pretty well. From all that he could learn of the 
\V estinghouse brake, which hac! received a great 
name and which had been puffed up in the news­
papers of several countries, especially of England, 
he did not think it was equal to the vacuum brake. 
If experiments were impartially carried out they 
would prove which brake was the hest. He had 
in his hand a late number of the Railway En[!i­
nee?·, containing information frmn the Board of 
Trade returns on continuous brakes ; and he 
found that the different brakes were there put 
down according to the faults they committed in 
the number of miles run, the number of times 
they refused to act, the number of times they 
acted 1vhen they were not wanted to act, the 
number of times they broke down, and so 
on. The \V estinghouse brake was very com­
plicated ; hence it was more likely to get 
out of order than the vacuum bmke, of which 
there were two kinds-the automatic vacuum and 
the simple vacuum brake ; and the simple oue 
was put down as being the better of the two. 
According to the Board of Trade returns for the 
half-year ending 30th June, 1884, the \V esting­
house orake committed one fault in 39,059 miles; 
the automatic vacuum brake; one in 141,252 
miles-that was 39 against 141; Clark aud 
·webb's brake one fault in HJO,OOO miles; and 
the simple vacuum, which he beliel'ed was the 
simplest of all, one fault in 1G5,000 mile;. 
According to that return the vacuum w"s 
actually four times better than the \V esth1ghonse 
brake; and that had been proved, not only 
during the past half-year, but also during snc­
cessive years previously. \Vhatever predilection 
or prepos.-e,,sion there might be in the Railway 
Department in favour of the \Yestinghouse 
brake, the l\1inister for \Vorks should see that a 
fair trial was given to both brakes. There was 
scarcely a man who had uot his preference or 
Lias in the matter. I.Jocmnotive engineers, civil 
engineers, and other professional men bad 
alwn,ys so1ne bias in such n1atter~ ; and engi­
neers in J~ngland were biassed in favour of the 
Westinghouse, and always recommended it even 
in the face of what was proved by the Board of 
;rrade returns. Smnethnes, however, it waH not 
a matter of bias, but of profit. There was an 
article in the number of the R"ilwa_ij En1tineer 
to which he referred, written by the chairman 
of the Vacuum Brake Company, Limited-Mr. 
lYiartin-in answer to a letter written to the 
Couriet by ttn engine-driver and reprinted by 
the 'I'ime•. The letter was written in praise of 
the \V estinghouse brake, the writer saying how 
he put his hand c>n the lever and had no 
trouble at all; and the article was written in 
answer to the letter, stating that in America 
the Westinghouse Company, to protect itself 
against the competition of the Vacuum Com­
pany, bought up the whole of the vacuum brake 
patents there. He would give the Minister fur 
Works the article he referred to if it was not 
already in the vVorks Office. 

The MIRIS'rER FOR WORKS : Instruc­
tions have already been given to get a vacnnru 
brake. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he 
waq very glad to hear it, and he hoped it would 
get a fair and impartial trial, becmme it was 
a matter of extreme importance to the colo11y. 
It made a great difference whether a brake would 
stop a loaded train within a certain number of 
yards or a certain number of yards less-it meant 
a collision or no collision very often ; and sonw­
time.; the very moment it was wanted was the 
moment a brake wonld not O)JArate. Lf it should 
1Jrove that the vacuum was better a)l(l simpler·-· 

more easily understood J,y drivers, and not more 
costly to work than othPrs-that WlLs the brake 
that should be used. 

l\Ir. MACJ<'AHLAXI<: sairl he noticed there 
wa8 a large nlnnber of engi11eers in the depar~­
nlent. There was the Chief Engineer, an engi­
neer for exi~ting lines, a rer-:ident engineer, an 
assistant engineer, a locomotive superintendent 
and a locmnotive engineer ; ~tnd it struck hiln 
th",t there were too many engineers. He wanted 
to know what were the duties of theLocmnotive 
Engineer and whether his time was fully occu­
pied'! 

The l\HXIST:ER FOR WORKS said the duty 
of the Locomotive :Engineer was to design and 
inspect all the rolling-stock on the vari• .us lines of 
rail way throughout the colony, and to prel'are 
indents. There was a g-reat deal of 'vork for 
him to do, and he had i;1 his office four drafts­
men and a clerk. 

l\Ir. 1\'IACFARLAR:E sair1 he did not see any 
provision for draftsmen on the }-:stimates. He 
was under the impression that the carriages made 
by the department were made frum the patterns 
used in completing former orders, and he did not 
see why draftsmen were required. Nor did he 
see an)~ necm.:sity for a locon1otive engineer to 
i'nspect the rolling-stock, seeing thtLt there was a 
locomotive superintendent as well as a locomotive 
foreman. Therefore he considered that the 
answer given by the 1\linister for \Yorks was 
not very satisfactory. He thought one draftsn~an 
would be enough, and that the Locomotrve 
:Engineer might be done away with. He never 
could see what that officer was required for; 
indeed he thought the office was made for him, 
either ]~,y the h011. member for Townsville or by 
hiR SUCC€81-iOr, 

The MlNIST.ER FOE WORKS sitid the hon. 
member for Ipswich travelled a good deal by 
rail, and he must haYe seen the improvement 
of late iu the ]Ja~senger carringes. They \ven~ 
better ventilated, more comfortable, and more 
elegant than the carriages used Hmne years ago. 
That sort of work was under the management of 
the Locon1otive Engineer. 

Mr. A~NEAR said he was very glad to hear 
the remarkH of the hfm. member for 'l'ownsville 
with regard to the automatic vacuum brake. Re 
considered that it was a very important question, 
and was much surprised at what was said by the 
hon. member for Ipswich, l\Ir. niacfarlane. It 
would be the duty of the Locomotive Engineer to 
test that brake, and stty whether it was as eft'ec 
tive as shown in that report; and he felt confident 
that that report, as read by the hon. member for 
Townsville, would be fully borne out. No one 
ought to know the duties of all persons in the Rail­
way Department from the Engineer dmvn to the 
simplest workmen, better than the hem. members 
for Ipswich, who matle it their business to look 
carefully after those concerns. The Locomotive 
Engineer had to look after the locomotives and 
rolling-stock, but had nothing whatev·er to do 
with the construction of the line. The Chief 
Engineer had to look after the construction of 
various lines thev had !Juilt, and the lines they 
intended to hL1ild. No one knew that bette1' 
than the hon. member for Ip."vich, and be hoped, 
with the hon. member for Townsville, that those 
gentlBinen \vho \Vere in Clneensland the other day 
would ha vc a fair opportunity of testing the 
automatic vacuum brake. He had read in the 
Xew South \Vales Press the most bvouraLle 
reports of that brake, and believed that it would be 
found far superior to either the \V estinghouse or 
the \Voods brake, which had been much in use in 
Victoria, where the0 had been, as the hon. gentle­
man said, buoyecl up by outside influence, and 
influence which should not exist. The l;ro~ 
prietor~ of the vac:mmt brake had offered to 
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fit up an engine at their own expense, which 
was to run on their line for twelve months. 
He felt sure that the gentleman in charge 
of the Locomotive Department, l\Ir. Horniblow, 
wonl(l ghe tha.t brake a. f~Lir an cl ilnpartial te;-.;t. 
The hon. memhet· for Ipswich mu't pretend 
an ignomnce of the duties of l\Tr. Hm·nihlow, 
aH every hon. gentle1nan kne,~.r that nothing 
took place in that department but what was 
well known to residents in that town. 

::\lr. l\fACFARLAXE said there nn"t be two 
very ~in1ple 1ne1nberR in the Cornnlittee. The 
hem. gentleman seemed to think that they should 
have a loecnnotive engineer for th8 pnrpoKe of 
inspecting the new hmke. In that case they 
would have to 1my very dearly for their whistle. 

Mr. AXXEAR: That would be only one part 
of his duties. 

l\lr. :VlAC~'ARLAXE said : \Yhat did the 
country do before that ttppointment W>'S made'! 
It had not been in existence r1uite a year. lt 
was 'tnite true, as the hon. l\Iinister for \Vorks 
hacl ,:dd, that the carriages now made were a 
little Utol'e omamental than tlwy used tu he ; 
but they were nnly r~petition,; of <lllt' a1wther. 

c\'il'. :\'OHTON: No; they are unt. 
.Mr. ::\IACFAHLA.XJ~ ,;aiel there was no more 

diffPrence between them than the snperinteU<lent 
\Vonltl be quite able to Inake, without en1ploying­
fuur draftKJnen a,nd a.n engineer. They tlitl not 
require that sta.ff to do all the orname;1tal work 
they had had lately. He had alwayfl gone in for 
putting down expense ; and though they might 
have ornan1ental carriage"~, he did not 8ee \vhy 
they $honld have an onutn1entaJ engineer. 

:Mr. NOR TON said he thought the hem. mem­
ber for Ipswich had found a mare's nest, and was 
trying to hatch an egg uut of it. The Locomo­
tive Engineer had almo.st too much to do. The 
hon. gentleman had referred to the <tppointment 
having been made by the present JVIinister; 
but the appointment had not been made by him. 
Before tl e offices were separated, the amount 
of work un ler :Mr. Hurniblow's charge had 
very much increased~not only in Brisbane, hut 
it was neces~ary to send smneone occasionally to 
inspect the work. and examine the officers who 
were in charge of sitnilar works on other lineil. 
Mr. Horniblow had been sent on that duty twice, 
and had had to go over all the lines anrl inspect 
the work, which took him away from his depart­
ment for a considerable time. It was from hi.s 
reports that the Government had to make them­
selves satisfied that all the work was efficiently 
done by the officers in charge : and there was so 
much additional work that it was almost incum­
bent upon the Govemmcnt to appoint a fresh 
of!lcer, and they thought it desirable that the 
fresh appointment ,;honld be given to l\fr. 
llorniblow. He clirlnot believe that they could 
have found a better man than .Mr. Horniblow 
for that purpo,;e, as he clid his work thoroughly 
and well, and all the reports he sent in were, as 
far as they could judge, reliable. All the en­
l,>ineers in connection with the department spoke 
very highly of ::O.ir. Horlliblow, and he thought 
that at present that gentleman had too 
much work to do, as it was advisable that 
he ,;hould go up on all the different lines 
to inRpect them. There was one matter which 
he would refer to. He would a,;k the hon. 
Minister for vV orks how the staff >tnd ticket 
regulations had acted--whether there had been 
any difficulties connected with them, and whether 
they were being cttrried out properly ? 

J\ilr. BEATTI E s»i<l he thought they h>td 
lwtter settle the other rptestion first. He had 
li,;tenerl to the remarks nmde by the htte Minister 
for \\'orb (1\lr. Norton) on the dnhject. and 
then' "'"" no doubt tlmt l\lr. Homiblow 

was a most admirable officer ; hut that 
wa' not the (jUestion. The questiun was­
what necessity was there for the appointment 
of a locmnotive engineer? The hon. ?viinister 
for \\'orks had answered the question by saying 
tlmt there was plenty of work for him to do ; 
but he would point out this : tlmt tht> locomotive 
superintendents iu the Sontheru divi~ion, iu 
the Korthern divi•ion, lint! in the Central 
division were responRible for eYery engine that 
C'mne 0ut of the works, for running power:-;, 
It was 110t the Locomotive I~ngineer who \V:lK 

responsible. The fact of the Locomotive Engineer 
going up once a yertr to inspect did not take 
ttway the responsibility from those officer". 
The hon. g·entleman said tlmt Mr Horniblow 
made out rtll the indents for the Hailway 
D'epartment, for stores ttnd so forth; but 11e 
had been trying to find out what the five 
draftsmen were for. 

The :\fi;'>ISTgR :nm WORKS: They am 
pttid from the Loan :Fund. 

:\1r. BEATTIE: Then, unless they referred to 
the Loan votes, they could not fill<l them. He 
believed tlmt :Mr. Horniblow',; time was take11 
up in nHtkiug- uut indent~, arHl it waR rather too 
rnuch to rdlovv a per:.::(1Y1 of hb t-•xperience simply 
to tlo that. lf .i\Ir. Hornihlow took the responsi­
bility of all that was done by the locomotive 
superintendent, and purchaser] all the rolling­
stock on all the lines, both r•n the N orthem, 
Centml, <>nd Southern Railways, then he (J\ir. 
Beattie) could unclers~and the importance of his 
position ; but if the locomotive superintendent 
was responsible for all that, he did not know 
what the responsibility of the Locomotive Engi­
neer was. 

~Ir. NO:RTON said the hem. member must 
have misunderstood what he (Mr. Korton) said 
about the responsibility of the Locomotive Engi­
neer. lf things were as they existed when he 
was in office, the other engineer,; retained their 
responsibility ; but someone was required to see 
that they did their work properly. \Vhen the hon. 
member for Townsville was in office, he sent :Mr. 
Horniblowto inspect »ll theN orthern and C<mtral 
lines. It was important that someone should do 
that, because it did not do to trust entirely to those 
who held positions up there .. Mr. Horniblow was 
sent up ag>tin after the hon. member for Towns­
ville left office ; and as there were continually a 
brge number of matters that re(juired attention, 
the ttppointment was made permanent. Mr. 
Horniblow h>td plenty of work~in fact, rather 
too much. It was very desimble that he should 
inspect all the lines. As to the change" in the 
c»rriages, if there were any complaints at all 
they were that so many changes were made, aml 
that thc,y reqnired " large staff of draftsmen to 
be continually preparing pbns. \Vhenever " 
change \vas 1nade new plan:-; \vere r""qnired, so 
tlu1t ther~ was more work of that kind than if 
carriages of the san1e type were :-1lways used. 

Mr. SALKELD said there was one matter he 
should like to call attention to, because at present 
there was a good deal of uncertainty in the mind 
of the travelling public. Smne tin1e ago it \VaR 
reported that there was a, ver~v narrow m::cape 
frern a serious accident near N uclgee ; he heard 
it frequently, but at the time he die! not pay 
ruuch attention to it, beeanse many reports got 
abrr>ad th>tt were not true; nothing waR Raid 
>tbout the eseape until it was mentioned in one 
of the newspapers, and then the hon. member 
for Port Curtis put a <juestion to the ~linister for 
\Vorks on the subject. The affair took place on 
the Tuesday, and the <1uestion was pnt on the 
Frirl»y following, an<l the Minister for Works 
thmt :-:a.id he knew nothing fLlJout it. Since the11 

1 
thr~ otficer in char~-e of thn f-'tatlon hnd ht->P11 

' reu1oved. Xow, if that sort of thing w:ts tu g11 
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on it would de.<troy the conlidence (Jf the tmvt>l­
ling public in the ·safety of the mih·ays. He 
believed that it was intended to hush the mattc•r 
np, aucl that it would have h0en hushed up hatl 
not attentiuu been ealletl to it in the House. He 
thought it ,_.,u, tleploml.le th:~.t snch n thine; 
t--hould ever l,B c:ontmnp1ated. During the 
inquiry intn the aeeirlm1t at. Dal'r:t, jt ea1ne out 
thn,t there had 1Jeen a great ntnnher (If natTnw 
e·•capes; hut he ditl 1wL t.hink a complete list of 
them was obtained, although the hon. II181lllH?-l' 

for Carnarvon di<l what he <'<>nlcl to elicit all 
the evidence Jl"""ible. He (l\lr. 1-'alkeld) had 
frequently heard that a large number of narrow 
esc;cpes had been hushed up, and he began to 
believe it now. They were hushetlup so that the 
public should not get abrrned. He did not blame 
the subordinate officials, but he blamed the princi­
pal officers. The train tlmt trawlled past Xuclg-ee 
contained, he belieYed, the Acting Co1nn1issioner 
for R.ailways; and the paragraph in the newspaper 
"tated that he was the fin;t to perceive thttt 
:-.:mnething was wrong. Yet no steps were taken 
-nothing was done to in'luire into the matter 
until attention was called to it in that House. 
He hoped the ::\finister for \Vorks would seriously 
think over the matter. If occurrences of th,;t 
kind were pas;sed over by the heads of the depart­
ment, it could not be expecte<l that the suJ,onli­
nates would ol1ject to the way in which things 
were hushed up. 

~Ir. IO~LLETT "'id he hoped the ::Vlinister 
for \Vorks woulrl not allow all accidents and 
narrow escapes to be made public. If he did, 
very few people would travel on the railway at 
all; they would be w alarmed that they would 
he afraid to do so. It was hr better to keep 
"uch matters quiet. It was only the other day 
he heard it sug-gested that they should g-et Cobb 
and Cornp>my to put on one of their old coaches 
uetween Brislmne all(\ Ipswich. \Yhat they lost 
in speed they would at all events make up in 
safety. As the coachm""n said, "If yon get 
thrown ont of a coach there you are ; but 
if out of a, r:tihva.y train ~where are you 't'' 
Only that morning he had heard of an acci­
dent on the line between Brislm.ne :tll<llpswich ; 
a,nd last night he untler8tnnd. there waH nearly ;1, 
dangeronR nue on the Sandgate liue. He hoped 
all such occurrences would be kept f]uiet if they 
wanted the publie to tmvel on the railways. 

The MINISTI~U FOR \YORKS sairl that 
:-mrely the hon. rnernber waH not going to 
hold the Traific l)epartment responsible for all 
accidents ! The accident that took place on the 
ltacecoul'He line yesterday was owing tn a tree 
having been blo\vn down, and smneof the branches 
dn.rnaging the carriages. Surely the hon. rnPrnber 
was not going to hold the 'I'raHic Department 
responsible for that. Only the other day he him­
self s.'LW ,,omething similar at Yeerongpilly, near 
Oxley. 'Chere had been no attempt to lmsh up 
the Sandgate a,ccident ; the .A .. cting Connni~Rinner 
instructed the Traffic Manager next rnorning to 
inquire into the matter. He would like the hon. 
member for Stanley to find out any case in which 
an accident had been hushed up. 

Mr. SALKELD said he was quite sme that 
the public would feel far more secure if every 
case of dereliction of duty was taken up promptly, 
a.nd blazell abroad in all the 118\VRpa.per:-;, thnn 
if they thonght <1 Hiiig-le cnRe waR kept quiet. Of 
course, the Trattie 1 )epartnlent wa::; not reH}JOll­
sible for the tree which harl faller1 down, but 
perhaps "'me other depn.rtment was. The 
Enginet>r·!-i l)epartment ought to be responf.iible; 
lwean~e, in nm1dng a. rnihvay, ftn,v tret~ thn,t h~~ 
a.ny pn'lt-;ilJi1ity ennld lu-~ lJlown dPwn aern~~ the 
JinP should be renwved. 

~r,· h'}•;LL.>'TT "'id the )lini,ter fnr \Yf!rL . 
.$eem.ed t'; be .:t.n0r .. at hi_:. tew.arl:b, bat the h~~n. 

member would probably have tn listen to ft good 
HILLllY re111ark:-~ bE> fore hit:' E~tiluate~ were through, 
nnd 'he would have to take it quietly. He did 
not :-~a.v for oue lllOlll8llt that when ea.:-~e:-~ e<.une to 
the e:~r,; of the MiniRter he lnu,;herl thelll up ; 
but he Wn1' RUre there were a. ;.(l'eat nnntbe1· tJw 
.\lini,;ter ne1·er hettnlof at all. 

The Hn~ .. 1 . .\I. .\L\C:HUSS.\:\' "·'id he die! 
n<>t think the ::\iiui,ter f<>r '\Vnrks was like!\' 
to hn~h 11p n.nything- that emne to hi~ ears: b1;t 
there were a g-rea,t Ina,n~~ thing:->, as the hon. 
member fnr Stanley sa.it!, that never <':t!lle to the 
t":trs of ttny ~linister for \Vorks, no HHttter who 
he was. If he wished to get all the information he 
jHJssibly could, there wem people in the depart­
ment who wished that he shonltl not get the 
information. He rather douhte<l the statement 
of thehon. member for Tpswich(.\Ir. Salkeld) that 
the more the public knew nbont the danger the 
more secure they would feel. If the )mblic hat! 
known ten years a.go what ~ort of bridgeH 
they were running over on the "\\' estern line, 
and on some parts of the i\1ain Hange, he thoug-ht 
they would not have felt very secure. He knew 
when he saw one or two of them he was horror­
stnH:k ; he could put in his hand and ta,ke nut 
wood in large hnnps as big a::; his fist. 

The i\IINISTER FOlt WORKS: You ought 
to have disn1issed the officer in charge. 

The Hox. ,T. 1L MACROSSAN said he 
thought the best thing to do was to make the 
bridges secure and say nothing about it. It waH 
not the fault of tlw enginet>r ; the fault hly in 
the construction. Timber had been put in thnt 
shoulrl not have been put in. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he was not going to 
exprm<s any opinion about the diomissal of the 
la.te station-nmster at Nudgee; but it lmd 
b0fm represented to him that the <laughters 
of that station-ma.gter were a little while 
ago dismissed from their employment in the 
'l'elegmph Department, and what with one thing 
and another their home was likely to be 
cmnpletely broken up. They were deprived of 
all their me:tns of living. It was sta.tecl that 
they were dismissed because the department 
h d tlecilletl to dis1•ense with female operntors 
in the Telegmph Department. He would like 
to ask whoeYer was responsible for that depart­
ment, whether such was the case, and whether 
the resolution had been carried out in its 
entirety'? 

The PREMIEH. sai<l he did not know the 
names of any people removed from the Telegraph 
Department, lmt he understood from his col­
league the Postmaster-General that some fem:tle 
overators had recently been diocharged because 
it was found that they did not perform their 
duties R>ttisfactorily, and could not be trusted 
with the work. 

l\Ir. MJDGLEY said that rea"'m should ha.ve 
been given to the partif:·~. There was no need 
for the Government or any department to say 
what was not true to the lowest employe in the 
service. So far as he could learn no complaint 
whatever had been made of their being incom­
petent to perform their duties. 

The PREMIER said he would add to what he 
had said, that it was considered that a railway 
station was not a convenient place to have fema,le 
opemtors, if they were employed anywhere. 

The Ho~ .. T. M. 1\IACHOSRAN said he hoped 
the fio\·ernment had not made up their miml 
to dismiss female operators. In his opinion the 
:-;ysterll of eu1ploying fenHtlf'~ :-1honlcl br• greatly 
e\tended, for he thought that'""· ruk they uw.tle' 
far lJt>tb·~r aw 1 lWH'P re1htb1P. 0penttor~ tlutn the 
Jnalet-:. lt. wonlrJ. lit• :1. gor1d thin~ if the Grw· 
enmtent w•Juld :set the -E"{11nl)le ·~·f en!ploying 
f€mal-es nH.ne, and let the strarpin; y.;ant; 
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fellowH who were doing what he called females' 
work go into the bush to Lring the wilder­
ness under cultivation and make it smile 
like the rose. In America more than three­
fourths of the public school teachers were 
females ; a great mn,ny were employed in the 
Post Office, in the Telegmph Department, n,nd n,s 
genentl clerk:-:, rmd they \Vere found to answE>r 
very well i11deed. IYhe11 he was JVfi11ister for 
\Vorks he should have introduced them into the 
H"'ilway Department, but owing to the .,hape 
of the building it could not" ell Le done, as it 
would be nectJNsary to separate the males frmo 
the females a little. He wished to know from 
the Minister for \Vorks what the station-master 
<ttKudgee had been g-uilty of? 

The ~HNISTER FOil WORKS said it was 
discovered on inquiry that he had given a ticket 
to pas.> on a train after another train had 
taken the staff. He might mention that they were 
two excursion trains. The railway workpenple 
had a day once a year for a picnic, and it appeared 
that on that occasion they selected Sandgate. 
There were two trains, and the first took the 
staff. The second one followed, and the station­
master gave a ticket; but as he could not have 
unlocked the box witho'ut the staff, it must have 
been either left open or the ticket-book must 
have been kept out. \Vhen a ticket was given 
the station-master must. show the staff; and the 
guard, remembering that he had not seen the 
staff, ]Jut the bmke on and stopped the train. 
( )f conrse a 1nbtake wa% made, but the systern 
had not come thOl'oughly into operation. It 
was, however, considered ]Jy the department ad­
visable that the station-master should be relieved; 
but it was his (the }Iinister for Works') intention 
to find him some other employment. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was 
glad to hear that, because he thnught it would 
Le rather hard to dismiss an employe for for­
getting the regulations of the staff-and-ticket 
system immediately after it had been put into 
operation. It was not everyone who could keep 
theme things in his head. He did not object 
to the J\1inister being· severe and strict, but, 
notwithstanding·, he thought that the new system 
having been put in operation so lately, some 
allowance should be made in the particular case 
mentioned. He was travelling once on the Sand­
gate line, and saw one of the station-masters 
doing something which led him to believe that 
he did not understand the system of signalling. 
'l'hat was the first place the man had held on 
the railway-he not having even been lt porter 
before. \Veil, when he (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) 
got back he reported the occurrence to 
the Commissioner, who sent an officer to 
inspect and examine all the station-masters 
along that line, and the result was that that 
man was not the onlY one who did not 
understand signalling. Then he ordered all the 
station-masters on the Southern and \V estern 
line to be examined, and se1·eral of them 
did not understand signalling. \V ell, he 
could not exactly dismiss those men, bnt 
they were cautioned and told that they 
would have to learn their duties more per­
fectly. He thought the Minister had done well 
in making up his mind to find some other em­
ployment for tha1J unfortunate man. Of course 
the sttction-master should not h>we been able to 
t>btain the ticket if the staff was gone. The 
ticket-book should h:we lleen in the box, a)l(l he 
had probably forgotten to put it there. 

::\fr. "NOHTON 11sked if there were two ticket· 
bL)X8H 7 

The :\li.0iiSTEH FOK WO.f1,KS snicl there 
Vl'\1.~ one ticket-box un e::•.,cb stationJ n1d;; as R 

n1atter v:£ course, as Jong 9-~~ tl1e ~taB 1va.s avn~:· 
the box could not be opened. 

The Ho~. ,J. l\1. ::\IACROSSA::\ said he hac! 
heard a gre>tt deal about the staff-and-ticket 
system, and unless it was enforced in its entirety 
it was of little use. The men must be watched 
who carried it out. The hon. member for Horti­
tude V~tlley Cjlwtecl an instance of where " 
gentleman from Scotland was engat;ed to go to 
the Cape as traffic nutnager, and although he was 
a strict disciplinarian and imag-ined that the 
"lystmn was carried out in it~ entirety, it \vas not. 
Station-masters there used to abuse the system, 
and run trains without tickets almost when they 
lil<ed, and that was unknown to the traffic 
manager. It was of no use the :Minister giving 
instructions to the Commissioner, and the Corn­
missioner to his subordin>ttes. Someone ;;hould 
be appointed to travel with the trains and watch 
the station-masters. 

i\Ir. ·wHITE said he would ask the hon. mem­
ber for Townsville if it was true th>ot J:Vlr. 
Thallon, when Traffic IVIanager, had informed 
the Commissioner that the station-master at 
Kudgee was incompetent to fill his position? 

The Ho~>. J. J\I. .l\IACROSSAK: I am not 
a warP of it. 

Mr. WHITE said it was currently reported 
that it was so. 

Mr. NORTON said, in regard to the staff-and­
ticket system, he saw by the new regulations 
which had been issued that the station-masters 
had to hand the staff to the engine-driver, and, 
in the event of a ticket being· issued, the staff must 
be at the station. He had seen, on looking over 
some papers lately, that in Victoria, at the time 
of the Little Hiver collision, there was a regula· 
tion in force to the effect that before a train 
conl<l leave anv staff-station with a ticket the 
station-master had to show the staff to the engine­
driver and guard. There ·were sorne exceptions 
to that rule. The telegmph system w>ts in force 
>LS well, and, in addition to that, a ]JOwer was 
given to the Commissioner which was given in 
the regulations lately issued here-to order 
a train to go on without a staff. Mr. H erbert, 
who went down to Victoria by request to 
see the working of the railways, had told 
him that although the system was in force 
the Commissioner had power to suspend it 
in order to run a train without the staff and 
ticket, and they had in consequence become some­
'' hat lax in their operations. The accident at 
Little River was caused L~· the imperfect work­
ing of the telegTaJJh system. If that system 
was worked at all in connection with the staff­
and-ticket sytem, it could only be done without 
danger under what was called the " regular 
block" system. That was not carried out in 
Victoria, and wa" not likely to be carried out 
here ; but if the staff-and-ticket system wa., 
worked properly on every train he did not see 
how there could be any accident. He mentioned 
that because he knew a great many people had 
been urging the necessity of connecting all rail­
way stations by telegraph lines. It wa.s d~sirab]P. 
that that should be done ; but 1f any 
hitch occurred in the working of the staff-and­
ticket system it would be a source of great danger. 
Anybody who had ever thought on the subject 
would see that without going much into the 
matter. \Vith regard to giving special instruc­
tions to the Commissioner or the Traffic IVlanageJ· 
to suspend the staff regulations, that should be 
most sparingly dune, and only in very ex­
ceptional cases. If laxity were permitted, the 
thing would grow, and the value of the system 
vvonld be destroyed. He IHtd heard o{ another 
utl'e be,;ide-; th,it nt J\udgee, where"· complica­
tion had resulted from the system being mis­
:!nde'""tood. Had the ::V1inister for "i">' crks heard 
anything "bout it? 
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The JI.IJNISTJ<~R FOR \VORKS replied tlmt 
he had not heard of any hitch except the one at 
Nndgee. He presumed that >tfter the system 
lmd heen in operation a short time the offici>tls 
would get accustc>mecl to it. 

Mr. NORTON said the case to which he 
referred was one in which four train:-; were 
blocked at Tndooropilly, waiting for the staff, 
which could not be found 

The JI.IINISTJUt FOR WORKS sa,id he 
believed that harl happened on one occasion. 
The prcwtice on Saturday nights was for the 
engines to return to Ipswich, where the driveri::i 
resided. One night at Indooropilly, very late, 
the staff was missing, and the trains were 
delayed there until it was found. 

Mr. SCOTT said he understood the }Iinister 
for \Vorks to say that so long as a st>ttion­
rnaster had a, staff he could keep sending on train 
after train by tickets. \Vas there no limit to the 
number of trains that coulrl be sent on? 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Th"re need 
be no limit, for there is no danger. 

Mr. SCOTT said it was possible th>tt one 
train might overtake another that had broken 
down. Some time ago an engine broke down, 
and the gn»rd ran a long way back to stop the 
train in which he (Mr. Scott) happened to be 
travelling. Had the gn:wd not done so there 
would have been an accident. 

The Hox. .J. JYl. MACROS ::lA~: Thev are 
bound to go back to give warning. · 

Mr. FOXTON said he knew something of the 
case mentioned by the bun. member for Port 
Curtis, having been a pasRengPr by one of the 
trains. It was not the case referred to by the 
lVIinister for \Vorks, and it, happened shortly 
after the new arrangernents were n1ade conse~ 
f]Uent on the inquiry into the Darra accident. 
The station-master at Toowong, in despatching 
the up train from Brisbane at lutlf-past 4 in 
the afternoon, by some accident sent. on the 
ticket instead of the st>tff. The staff should have 
g·one on and been brought b::1ek by return train 
immedi>ttely »fterw»rds. Not having the staff, 
the station-master at Indonronpilly could not 
despatch two trains which had anived there. 
Then the lmlf-past 5 train from town arrived 
at Toowong, where it had to remain for an hour, 
!'s well .as the othe" at Inrloornopilly, awaiting 
mstruetwns from the head office as to which 
train was to n1ove on fir~t, notwithstanding 
the fact that the station-master >tt Toowong 
still hdd the staff. A great deal of incon­
venience to the public might be avoided if, 
when such a thing as that occurred, the station­
master had power to remedy the evil at once, 
which could be done by the telegraph, and the 
block system. The station-masters at each end 
of that st>tff section were the onlv two men who 
knew that anything- had gone ,Vrong, and they 
had the means of remedying it at once. All that 
wa" necessary to be clone was for the station­
master at Toowong to telegraph to the station­
m>tster at Indooroopilly, "Have sent on ticket 
by mistake ; block line ; will send staff on by 
following train." On the rne~sage bejng repeated 
th<• line woulcl be blockPd. If that had been 
done in the ease he referred to the mistake could 
have been rectified in ten minutes. 

. :Mr. ARCHER said he could l1y no means agrt'e 
w1th the Ru~ge;-;tion of the hou. n1mnber. l f 
~tn.tion-n1a.8ter.-; lvere n.llowed to act in the wa \ 
proposed, without consulting the head offiet> it 
might lead to accidents which would be far wc:r,,e 
than keeping :1 Hlnnber of people waiting an hon1' 
or two at a roadside station. It wonld he fur 
better that pat-3srngers shoulrl be detained a sh'.l~t 
time t:mn that a collision should take place. It 

was very annoying to wait, no doubt, but it would 
be better to put up with that th»n run the 'risk 
of what might he a serious calamity. 

Mr. l<'OXTON said that if the comse he sug­
gested was followed no collision conld possibly 
oc<'lll'. It was simply to en a hie the station­
rn»ster to do th»t which he knew the traffic 
rnn.nager \Vonld order to be done. Only one order 
could be given, "Send on the train with the 
Htatf," and if the f'ltation-nlaf-)ter waK allowed to 
do that there could be no tbnger, and :tll rlelay 
was 'woicled. 

:VIr. NORTO~ s>tid the hon. member for 
Townsville had spoken abont an officer of the 
Hailw»y Department having been sent r<>und t" 
0xarr1ine signalmen on the variouH lines to arwer­
tain whether or not they were competent, and the 
resnlt was that some of the men were fount! to 
h>tve very little knowieclge of their duties. That 
\V~t.s enough to Inake people very~uspicious of the 
knowlerlge which men appointed by the Rail­
w»y Dep,wtment might have of what wns required 
from them. An examination was :tfterwards made 
of the whole of the servants eng»ged on the rail­
way line. He had forgotten whether the hun. 
member for Townsville was :Minister for \Vorks 
when the examination w>ts made. bnt he knew 
that when he (}fr. Norton) was Minister, the 
papers relating to the exan1inatiou of sign::tlinen 
were laid before him by lVlr. Herbert, and in 
~orne instances so much inc~t.pacity \VaH shown 
that it struck him th»t it was possible that 
other" who h>td received appointments on the 
different lines rr1ight not ha Ye 1nuch more 
knowledge of their duties thm1 some of the 
signaln1en. rfhe rm;ult waB tha.t an exanlina­
tion was m~de of all the men employed on the 
different hues. An officer was sent round 
with instrnctions to see that the st>ttion-ma;;ters 
a,nd persons in charge of .-;tations exa.111ined all 
the men under them in his vresence, the object 
being not only to see that the men understoc>d 
their duties, but also that the station-nmster him­
self understood enough of what w>ts required of 
him to be able to conduct the examination of the 
men. The resnlt was not altogether s"tisfactory. 
It wa~ snch as to cause smne little apprehem~ion, 
bem1nse it was evident that when men not fully in­
formed as to their duties weresentawav from Bris­
banethey were very apt to forget some oft hem; and 
if that were the case when they had the ordinary 
8\'eryday working of the department before 
th:ir eye,, it wa,; clear that should an emergency 
a,r1se thev would not know what course to take. 
He had, 'therefore, left instructions in the office 
that the examinations referred to were to be held 
not le><s than once a year; and it seemed to him 
an important thing that they should be held 
occasionally, at any r»te, in order to prevent men 
from falling out of a knowledge of the work they 
had to perform. Of course a number of men were 
al way;:; being sent ont to cccupy new l:ltations; 
that caused a dmin upon the dep>trtment, and in 
many cases of smaller stations men had to be 
appointee! who lmd not as much knowledge as 
they ought to have; at any rate they had not 
sufficient knowledge to fit them to hold the 
position of stetion-m»ster at places where there 
was mnch traffic. He ohould like to know from 
the Minister for vVorks whether those ex»mina­
tions, or other exmninations answering the san1e 
l)lll'pose, were bei11g conducted at the preRnnt 
tirne . 

The :\1INISTKR FOR WURK::; "''id he 
qnite agreed with the hem. member that it was 
very desimble that periodical examinations of 
signalmen and,;tation-•wtsters shonlcl be held. He 
might inform him that within the last six Ot' 

eight months travelling in<;pectf)r~ had been sent 
round, whose duty it w ,.s to exarnine signa,!n1e~ 
and atation-m1sters as to their dutiea, to see to 
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the state of the line-that the. ]Jointf< were in 
order, tha,t the waiting-ruonu::~ were kept ele:.tn, 1 

tlw,t the rolliug-~tock \VH~ kept 111oving-in fact, 
to inspect the whole of the lines ; an<l tl<ev sent 
h1 a report to the Corutuisf.:ioner rHontll)y or 1 

oftener. \Vith regard to rolling-r-;tock, :.t g.re:.tt 
rnany co1npla.ints ha(l l>een tunde ahont the tlelay 

He did not know wlmt title was given to him, 
but he had to kccl[l " t:clly of :.tll the "tock 
tlmt went ont and to see that it cante in a.t the 
proper time, and waR not allowed to1ie at~mtsi(le 
:-;tations nnw..:n~L \V here l1e eonl<1 have got his 
p.xperience to exa111ine Rta.tiou-uwster·~ he did not 
know, lmt he coHlci not have acquired it in the 
good:-l Hh1~cL That 'nu-.:. the 111a11 ,yho Y>-a:-l "Emt t.n 
e:-:tLlllinethe ~i.gnallllCil, }!(~ beJiCVC(lhe W<:t~ a Vel'y 

gotlduw,n, lmthewautecl to knowfrmn therviinister 
for Works if he had confidence. in that man's 

•)f gr,od::;~ >tnd it had oftetJ tJet'lll'l'Prl that ;.;oodt; 
wa.[o .. !;gon,, wen~ ~hunted ;t,l, ( ~randch~~~.:ter, Chin­
cbiHa, atld nth(~J' place:-:, a11d left there for :-:mne 
rlays. Tt w''' part ot the dnty of tho"e inspectoro 
to see that tha.t did n"t lmppen-that the rolling­
stock \Vas kept nwving. 

1' ability to exa1uine Hta.tion-nla~terH, wbo were in 
1nany ca.:-;e:-; ~nperior 1nen .. 

The MINTSTEll ]'OR WOHKS said he did 
not know thttt hi' duty was to examine statiou.­
ma,;ters, He did not know that those inspectors 
-...vere cmnpetent to exarnine sta.tion-InasterH, but 
they had to inspect the stations, and see that 
e\·erything 'vas correct. Th(lSe n1en had been a 
long time in the Railway Department, and 
though he woulcl not say that they were better 
men than othere;, yet they \\'ere efficient and 
reliable men, and they had done very good 
serYice in their present position since their 
appointment. 

The HoN. .T. :\I. ::\L\.CROSSAK said the 
officen; nwnti.oued \Vere, no doubt, extren1ely 
n:-;eful, ecspecially fl,Q_ the traffic wa,s inoreaH­
ing- so 1nuch ; but he ·would like tn know 
whether they were cmnpetent to e'<amine 
:->ta.tion-nut~ters aB to their dnties, aH ell 
as ;;ignalnwn. l-Ie knew one lllan 'vho had 
been ,;ent out hy ~Ir. Herbert to examine signal­
men, and, although he had no fault to find with 
hin1, he did not know 'vhether he was COTHlletent 
to exarnine ):;tation-1nasters as to the perfonn­
ance of their duties, which w~ts a different rnatter 
entirely. A man must be better than a station­
master to be able to examine him. He knew 
tha,t orw of the officen., was a good nmn, bnt he 
did not know the other, and he shoulcl like 
to know whether the ~Iiniekr for \Vmks was 
satisfied a,; to their ability to examine 

:\fr. NOHTO:N said that wh:tt they would like 
to knovv w~ts whether any exa,n1inatinns were held 

, hv tho:;e men. He did not think it should be the 
Llu;ineKs of thoHe n1en to exmnine the station~ 

::-;tation-ma;,ters. It wa,H a n1atter of Rerious I 

importance. In the early dayR, when their 
traJfic was very li1nited, things were :'llowed I 

to go on in a haphazard style; bnt now, 'vhen 
they had sixty anrl seventy train:; a day at 
the Brisbane .station, it W<-lS very large traffic, 
and therefore they required a different :;ystem­
]Jetter officers, or at least officers who klww a 
;:reat deal more than they did fornwrly, :1,nd who 
attended c'wefullv to the1r duties. It would be 
satisfactory to the Committee to know if the 
Tllinister had confitlence in the ability of those 
iuspectorH as to their power of cxrnnination, ::;o 
as to secure the safety of the working of the 
traffic through the station-mttsters. 

I m:.csters, but rather to see that the station­
Inal:;ters exmnined their n1en in their p1·eHence. 
If the station-ma,;tms could conduct an ex­
mnination of the men umler them, it would he 
a proof of their own competency. Those ex­
amination" should be carried out in order to 

The J\IIKISTJ"U l''OR \YORKS 'aid their 
duties were to inspect the whole working of the 
department along the line, and to see tlmtevery­
thing was in vroper order at the stations. Their 
duties were general- to see that the station­
masters did their duty, and that refreshment 
roon1s, water~clo~ets, and so on, were kept clean 
and in order. 

Mr. J3J<:ATTIE said he presumed that the men 
who weie appointed to the position of traffic 
inspectors were higher than station-rnasterH, nnd 
received higher salarie,; that they wem taken 
fron1 arnongst the rnost experienced station­
masters in the dejlartment. If not-if they 
'"ere HlP.n not accuKtorned to th~Lt class of work­
he"''"' afraid they would not gi,·e satisfaction. 
If their duties were, as the J\Iinister for \Vorke; 
stated, to see that the stations \vere kept clean 
and ttl! that sort of thing, ,,f coun,e anybody 
could do that ; hut if they were to interfere with 
old experiencerl statinn-nw,sters, and suggH;t 
irnprovernentr; a:;; to the working of the tratficJ 
they ought to have hacl more experience thttn 
:-::~tation-1nasters. 

The HoN .• f. TII. 1\fACRORSA:N said he 
believetl one of the trnf!ic inspectors wtt., a m:.m 
who had had charge ,,f the good" shed for' a 
considerable time. 

The :\IIXTSTER l''OTI WOHKS: Yes. 
The Ho:<. ,J. 71!. :\TA Cl{( l~:"AK 'ttid he had 

~.::i \en -~nti:-~facti4lll in 
n:.'ll1P\tX1 frum that 
Jnent lllfll.lr fqr l1i11t 

'\Y<co to keep a tally 

that po:...:iti(ln~ an(l w~t:-l 
t(l a ~pedal a.l lpuint­

(1,. ~lr. I-Ierlv~r~. TiHti 
uf all llJe r::lling->t ,ck. 

show that the station-masters themsehes under­
stood the work. 

The J\ITKISTER EOR WORKS e:tid he did 
ntlt think they were inHtructed to exmnine 
Htation-rna::;tei·s. Their duties were nwre to 
point out any irregularities; and their chief duty 
wa:; to see that the rolling stock was kept 
1noving, and not being collected in any one 
place; a,nd genentlly to supervise the stclJtions 
along the line. He believed the examination of 
the station-masters should take place Ldore 
they were appointed, and not aftermml,;. He 
rlicl not know that the abilitiee of tho,,e men 
would qualify them to exltmine all the 
:;tation-maoters on the line; possibly the station­
nutsters would be 1nore coinpetent to exan1ine 
them; but their duty w"s more particularly to 
travel, and see that goods vans were not delayed 
at sicle-st"tions, such as Grandchester. An 
engine often took trucks as far as Grandchester 
and left them there, and it wao the inspector's 
duty to e;ee that those trucks were not delayed 
there for three or fonr clap, but were passed 
on; and they had also to supervise the traffic 
genera,lly. 

Mr. BEATTIE saitl the 1\Iinister for ·works 
had jnst come to exactly the n·:1son why those 
1nen v,rere appointed. There were a bTettt rnany 
cmnplaints smne tin1e ago about goods having 
been left on the road, and nobody conld account 
for them. Ha had inquired himself to know 
vvhether a guard o1~ an~~ other officer in charge of a, 
train, on receiving the shi11ping note for the good:; 
going by his train, had any power to leave a 
portion of his loading before getting to his des­
tination. How conld the tnttn account for his 
manifest after be had got to the end of his 
jomney, e~ncl say, "lleft three or four trucks 
b•,hincl"? It would be very difficult for the station­
master where those good:; were left behind, 
bec:.tnoe he would have to check over the mani­
fest a!Hl the g·oods recei\·ed before the others 
came on, He did n"t believe thHt the authorities 
at the heul ntH.cc nnderst.oqd for f-:Ullle tin1e 
aHer,~·G,t·J thrtt the , .ol''J ,_,, e~-e \eft in that 
v .~.y. lle had hc,n·,J' of an in~tance hin1self: 
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in which n, gentleman, who was \Veil known, 
and 'vho repre,.:.;ented a. htl·ge c01npany, sent 
gnncls up fron1 Bri:;banP, and to his gren.t sur­
prise, after making the joup1ev to the place to 
which the goods were despatched himself, he 
found that the goods did not arrive for some 
eight da,ys aJterwards ; the gU<1rd having left then1 
n.t some sbtion on the line. 'rhat w1vs frequently 
done, and the gurrrd of the next train coming 
up, thinking that he might have too many trucks 
on, would leave a couple there also, and they 
had either to wait until a special engine came up 
to take them on, or they were taken on by some 
light train. To remedy those evils, and to see that 
tlmt system was not continued, the Government 
appointed two traffic inspectors to look after it, 
aud the-re wnH good reaRon for the nppointment. 
He was astonished when he hAard that someone 
in chnrge of a train might take it upon his own 
responsibility to leave goods vans at a station 
because he might think he would have some 
difficulty in tf1king the train up the Little Liv·er­
pool, for instance. 'l'hat was a very bad sy"tem, 
and such a power should not be left in the hands 
of anyone in charge of a train. 

The MEHSTEit Ji'OR WORKS said the 
tmffic inspectors were ap)Jointed in January last, 
am! they were instructed to travel over the line 
and report to the Traffic 2\bnager the arrha! and 
despatch of goods; and their duties also included 
the examinf1tion of all stations on the line to see 
that the convenience of the public was studied, 
aud that the stations were kept in good order. 
Those were the imtructions given them, and he 
believed they had mtrried them out well. 

:\[r. XORTO:L\ said he <jnite understood that 
the tmffic inspectors would be able to do that 
wnrk well, but the fact remained th11t they did 
not hold examinations. He agreell thf1t officers 
should be examined before they received appoint­
ments, and so they were; but many of them 
were young men who were put for a time under 
a station-master to act as his assistant. 
Those men had to be sent on, when they 
might uot have had a gr0"t deal of experience, 
to take charge of stations themselves. Unless 
they had a pretty fair amount of work 
they were apt to get rusty. They were 
supposed by the rul.:v, to keep themselves up in 
the rules and regulations, in order that they 
n1ight at any timf~ be a.ble to undergo an exanli­
mction upon them. But, as a matter of fact, 
men stuck away at side-stations grew rather 
careles,, and forgot the rules they were con'­
pe!Iocl to learn at one time. Those men had to 
be shifted to more im porbnt stations, and it was 
necessn,ry then tlmt they should undergo an 
examination. The object of the examination 
was to ascertain that they had kept themselves 
up in the rules and regulations of the office, so 
that at any time they might be carmble of being 
shifted to larger stations where they would have 
a greater mnount of responsibility. 

The MINISTER l'OR WORKS said he 
agrer·d with the h,m. member that it was very 
desirable that there should be occasional exami­
nations, and he was sure the traffic inspectors 
were '1uite competent to conduct them. 

The HoN. ,T. M. MACROSS)LN said he 
thought the c:'"se of J\Ir. Bunting, the station­
master at Oxley, was worthy of consideration, 
and he hoped tlmt in view of the number of 
hours th<vt officer had to work, and of his pre­
vious good character, he would be treated very 
leniently. He had a strong feeling for that gentle­
man becmme he once saved him (Hon. ,T. 11. Mac­
ro,san) fmm an accident. Hon. members would 
lmve read in the eYidence taken c>t the recent 
inr1uiry that on one occasion 1\[r. Bunting dis­
covered an error in a time-bble which would 
have run a material train into a special train bv 

1884-b 0 " 

which (Hon. ,T.l\I. Macrossan) was to travel; con­
sequently he felt rather strongly for Mr. llunting. 
But, putting joking on one side, he thought, con­
siclerin" his length of service, and tlmt the staff­
and-ticl<et system had hitherto been carried out 
very imperfectly, and also that his defence was 
that his action was clue to a slip of the memory, 
the Government •hould seriously consider his case 
and give him a trial somewhere else-if not as an 
officer in charge of a station, in some other position 
equally remunerative. 

The MINifiTER FOR WOJ'.KS said there 
was no doubt that the station-master at Oxley 
was deserving of some little consideration. 
Seeing that the particular special train to which 
reference had been made only ran once a week, 
it was not to be surprised that it should escape 
:Mr. Bunting's memory. He could not, however, 
remain a station-master, but the department 
would find him something else to do, perhaps 
employ him as a clerk. He (the Minister for 
-works) desired to give the public every confi­
dence in their officers, and he could not, there­
fore, again appoint JHr. Bunting as a station­
master. 

Mr. KORTOX said there was one thing to be 
said in favour of J\!Ir. Bunting, and that was that 
if the stcvfi-and-ticket system had been properly 
mtrried out it was verY likelv he would not have 
sent the train on. • • 

The PRE~IIER: He could have given the 
ticket if he had the staff. 

Mr. NORTON said he might have done so, 
but if the '<tme regulations were adopted as were 
in force ebewhere, the driver or gua.rd would 
hcvve been shown the staff before starting with 
the ticket, and the accident would probably not 
have happened. There was one thing he was 
quite sure of, and that was that with that rule 
lYir. Bunting, with his experience, would be a far 
better station-master than some of the inex· 
periencecl men whom the Government were bound 
to appoint to positions of that kind; and he 
believed that, on reflection, the public would come 
to the same conclusion. 

The Ho:-~. J. M. MACROSSAX said he was 
not going to plead that Mr. Bunting should be 
reinstated as sbtion-master. He was glad to 
hear that the Minister for vVorks would do some­
thin!-( for the man, and trusted that the office to 
which he would be appointed would be as re· 
nnmerati ve as the position he previously held. 
It was quite possible that mistakes could be 
committed, even with the staff-and-ticket system, 
and he could mention several c1tses which had 
occurred in otheT parts of the world. It was not 
an inLcllible system. It was, therefore, just lts 
well that the tmvelling public shoulLl not.have 
any ground for the su"picion that Mr. Bunting 
would fail again. He (Hon. J. M. Macros­
sun) thought that was a fitting opportunity to 
ask the Minister for \Vorks how it was that the 
people of the Albion had a grievance about the 
running of <1 train which had been running nearly 
since the Sandgate line had been opened? vVhen 
the line was opened, a train started from Sand­
gn,te in the morning and after it passed the (T uuc~ 
tion ran into Brisbane without stopping. Repre­
sentations were made to him that it was very 
inconvenient to the people at Albion to have the 
train passing there without stopping to take up 
passengers, and he then gave inf-:itrnctions ~1at 
it should stop at that station, and it had done so 
up to within the last few months. The Albion 
station could be shown by statistics to be one of 
the 1nost ilnport~tnt stations bet\Yt'en Bri:·dm,Hc 
and Sandgate ; he was sure there must be from 
twenty to thirty persons who got out there e"Very 
n1orning, and sometimes a great n1any more; 
there was often a large crowd on the platform, 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there 
had b~en an agitation got up by the people 
travellmg from Sandgate to run the train 
referred to right through without stopping at 
the Albion, and the consequence of that was 
that their request was acceded to, and arrange­
ments were made that the train which started 
from the Hacecourse branch aLont a quarter 
of an hour before the 8andgate train should 
accommodate the people of the AlLion. How­
ever, they found it did not suit, and the 
time-table had been again altered; am! the 
train was no·w running as before, taking up pas­
sengers at the · Albion. ·when those persons 
who came down from the \V est, where population 
was not so closely settled, complained of the 
delays caused by the frequent stoppages, he 
pointed out that the Jl1U']HJse of the railway was 
to accommodate the public. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he had ]Jeen intending to 
speak on that subject for some time, but had 
been waiting until the matter of appointing a 
traffic n1anager had been discu:::;sed. But now, as 
that particular train had been mentioned, perha]'s 
they had better finish it off and lmve done with 
it. He thought that in no comparatively 
little matter had the need of a traffic 
1nanager been so noticeable aH in the arrange­
ments \Yith reference to that particnlar train. 
At first sight it might appear reasonaLle to ""Y 
that a train passing the Alhion mul the suburbs 
between l3risLane and the ,Junction should stop 
at every station to pick up passenger:-;, and thn.t 
it would be a disregard of the cOJwenience of the 
travelling public if that were not done. But he 
would endeavour to show tlmt there were two 
sides to the question, and that the Sandgate 
people had by far the better side. The train 
referred to left Sandgate at ten minutes to 
8 o'clock in the morning, and there was a train 
left the Hacecourse a Lout fifteen minutes earlier. 
He did not know the exact time, but that was 
near enough. The Sandg·ate train was pretty 
nearly filled up with regular passengers every 
morning \vhen it started frorn Sandgate, 
and the people who came to town by 
it travelled the longest distance pos;;ible 
on that line. Having to stop at every 
station to pick up passengers, it Wi:k-1 nearly 
9 o'clock before the train arrived at Brisbane. 
There were a large number of Civil servrwt" and 
men employed by private firms, and many of 
those men he knew, from the time the train 
arrived in Brisbane, must of necessity be late 
if their work began at 9 o'clock. Seeing that 
the carriages were well filled when they left 
Sandgate, and seeing also that a train passecl the 
subnrban stations ten or fifteen minutes earlier, 
taking up pas~engen;, the Sandgate people 
naturally asked why they should be put to 
such inconvenience by the pas,;engers who re­
sided in the suburbs who refused to avail 
themselves of the earlier train. He had been 
travelling on the line for the lae;t two year;;, and 
he knew that, by reason of the Albion passengers 
refusing· to avail themselves of the earlier train, 
the passengers fron1 Sandgate were put to great 
inconvenience through overcrcnvding. It \Va::; a 
very wise and busine,~-like regulation that the 
train from Sandgate, of which he spoke, after 
leaving N undah should go straight through to 
]3riRbane, so as to give passengers reasonable 
time to get to their place;; of business. 
But what did the gentlemen of the Albion 
cln ? It would hardly be credited that the 
J\1inister for \Vorb, with ::t!l his Htnrcliness 
and resolution of chamcter~and ruggedness, he 
had almost said, of clemeanour~and the Com­
missioner for Railways, ami the whole of the 
Traffic Department, hacl been baffled by a little 
ragged, dirty Loy. The regulation was that the 
train, after leaving N undah, should not stop at 

the Albion except to put. down passengers; but 
any J\linister for \York;; or tmffic manager 
might easily see how the .\.lbion people could 
cire1nn vent that regulation. He 'vould not 
avail himself of the privileges of Parliament by 
using the term "dirty boy''; but there was an 
unkeiDlJt "ELrab" for whom those gentle111en 
bought a season ticket for a few shillingH, 
and whom they engaged to go down by the 
train every nwrning and get out at Knndah, 
then get in again and stop the train to 
get out at the Albion, thus giving the gentle­
men who employed him the opportunity to get 
in. He would not sa~· one \lord in advocacy 
of the tntin running through without stop]Jillg' 
at intermediate stations if there was not another 
train pmvided ; Lut he said it was not hir to 
the re;;idents of Sandgate~an important seaside 
town, \Vith an increa::;ing population, the intereHt 
of which ought to be considered, tLnd the bnsim:ss 
of which vvas \Vorth nur:-3ing and attending to­
it \Vas not fair tha,t three~quarten; of an hour or 
fifty minutes of their time ;;houlcl be occupied in 
getting frmn Sandgate .to Brisbane, a distance of 
only twelve miles, and a like period in getting 
home again at night. The result was, that 
not only were the S"'ndgate people late, but 
the Albion people were late themselves. Home of 
then1 were Civil RervantH, and if he were their 
Los;; he would keev a register of their time and 
dock them for being late. They could usily 
come to town by the train which left the Albion 
fifteen minute' earlier; but they would ha,ve to 
breakfast earlier; ftnd they complained that they 
would then be in town ten minutes too smm. But 
thllt ought not to Lreak their hearts. The Sand­
gate people expected something very different from 
the new management of the Traffic Department; 
but though there had been a marked imprm·ement 
in the management of the goods traffic since the 
present ~1inister carrw into po,ver, there \V::ts no 
such illlprovement in the arrangements for the 
cmlYenience of the pas.<;;;enger traffic. There '"us 
no" go" in the department-no originality; there 
were no luxurieR, and hardly any con veniencc .;,;, 
The Sandgate people thought ~ reasormbly 
thought, he submitted~that there cmght to 
be a train running through fron1 Brit:ibane 
twice in the evening, doing the journey in 
half-an-hour, and a through train in the 
nwrning occupying a like thne. It WlLS 

humiliating that the whole arrangement~the 
wise arrangment of the Traffic Department in 
regard to that train~should be circumvented, 
knocked out of gear, and blocked by tlmt 
young urchin ; and he hoped that when the 
Tmffic :Wanager returned to his place, with all 
the added dignity and power which a reappoint­
n1ent ought to give, he would provide a ren1edy 
for the evil. 

Mr. J\IIACDOXALD- PATEHSOX said he 
agreed that the )Jresent was not the proper time 
to discuss the question just raised, on which he 
had intended to ;;peak further on; but as they 
lmd drifted so far, he would take the opportunity 
of saying part, at any rate, of what he intended 
to say on the subject. The hem. member for 
J!'assifern had said it was humiliating that the 
traffic arrangement,; should be so far behind 
the age, but that hon. gentleman entirely uncler­
st1cted the circumstances appertaining to the 
traffic1nanage1nent in connection "'With the railways 
in the vicinity of Brisbane. Why was it that no 
attempt had been made to emulate the system in 
vogue in the suburbs of Sydney and J\Ielbonrne? 
Surely it would be worth while to gi,·e the ~"-cting 
'l'raffic :'\lanager a holiday, or to sencl one of his 
clerks down to those cities to see what was done 
there. The original intention of runniug traiw; 
on the Sandgate line, at1>d(l hnun; one way an(l even 
hours the other way, ha<! not been estahlished. It 
was intended that it should be a .;ort of cuflching 
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system~an engine with a few light carriages 
running at frequent interntb; and the traffic 
would never be properly developed till some 
such 'ystem """" adopted. The Minister for 
\Vorks had stated that. he altered the time-table 
the other day to suit the convenience of the 
people at the Albion. That was a backward 
step in his opinion ; he thought that hon. gentle­
nutn shonld ha,ve adhered to the forn1er ar-range~ 
ment. In Sy<lney there was not a suburb within 
fifteen miles so small as the Albion, yet it was 
arranged there that some trains should stop at 
every station, while others should stop at 
only a few, to suit the convenience of those 
who lived the longest distance out of town. 
The hon. member for Fassifern had spoken as a 
resident of Sandgate, and he (Mr. Macdonald­
Patenmn) \Vas ~peaking as the representative of 
Hanclgate in that Committee ; and he wishecl to 
intim»te to the department that they should 
have no peace, or worse than no peace, if they 
did not establish something like a common-sense 
system of working the traffic on that line. They 
only asked for a common-sense system ; and if 
the department could only give them 50 per cent. 
of what was commonly accepted as common-sense 
management, the traffic receipts would swell 
to a very considerable extent. Speaking of the 
train that ldt Sandgate in the morning, he 
would suggest that two trains should be rnn 
through from Sandgate in the morning, and two 
in the evening. Of the former, one should arrive 
in Brisbane at a quarter to 9, ttnd the second at 
a.bont lm!f-past H. That was what his con­
stitnents requirecl, and what he was there to 
rlemand for them ; and, to use the words· of the 
hon. member for Fassifern, he should feel humili­
ated if the Minister for \Vorksdid not bring about 
that reform at the beginning of the yNtr. If the 
hon. gentleman failed to do that, he wishecl offici­
ally to intimate to the Government that there 
were citizens of Brisbane and Sandgate who were 
prepared to run the line themselves and pay 
interest. They would buy the Government out, 
and would take rolling-stock and a few engines, 
if they could get them at a fair valuation. He 
was certain that some "'eh propo,al woulcl be 
put before the Government unless there was 
some eYidence of the existence of sense in that 
department shown to that section of his con­
stituents. 

J'\Ir. XORTON said that there was one matter 
in regard to that Albion train that he would 
refer tv. That train wtts supposed to arrive at 
five minutes to 9; but it did not generally 
arrive till 9 or a few minute, later. He knew 
that was the case, because he usually came in 
by the Tonwong train ; and although that train 
always reached Brisbane up to time, it had to 
wait outside the station until the Sandgate train 
had been up to the platform ancl moved out again. 
\Vhy could not one train go on one side of the plat­
form ancl the other go to the other side? They 
frequently had to wait for five or six minntes 
for no other purpo,,e than to let the Sandgate 
train run in to the platform. Some of the men 
who came in by that 9 o'clock train were clerks 
in different offices, who were snpposecl to be at 
work at 9 o'clock, and they ought to be consi­
t!~recl. 

The HoN. J. :M. MACROSSAX said there 
was no doubt that the Sandgate people de­
served some consideration. There was tt very 
large traffic being developed there; but 
the people of Albion likewise deserved con­
sideration. The only remedy was for the 
Governtnent to run rrwre trains ; it wus in 
their power to do so now that they had some 
additional engines, anrl he supposed they hac! 
rolling-stock '"s well. He conlrl assure the hon. 
member for Fa'·oifern that he was mistttken if 
he thought that the Raceconr.,e train came in 

empty. It did not; it was generally a well filled 
train ; but the engine was very small and coulcl 
not carry a heavy loacl. If there were more 
powerfui engines put on to the Sandgate train, 
which would clraw one or more extra carriages, 
there would be an en cl to that overcrowding that 
the hon. member spoke of. The only advantage 
that the Sandgate people would receive by passing 
the Albion would be a gain of abont two or three 
minutes, and it was scarcely worth while for the 
Minister to get himself into hot water for the sake of 
three minutes. But the absurdity was carried fur­
ther still. The train that left Brisbaneat10o'clock 
actually refused to take anybody from the Albion, 
or take anybody from Brisbane to be let down at 
the Albion. He knew of one or two cases where 
a school teacher had to open his school at 
10 o'clock, but because the teacher was obliged 
to go by the next train, the sc~10ol was never 
opened until about twenty mmutes past 10 
o'clock; all through the absunl regulation of 
not taking people who were going to the Albion. 
'rhey must go on to 1:-iandgate, and it wae; 
absurd that they should not be allowed to get 
out at the Albion. 

Mr. \VHITE said he wished to refer back to 
tlutt [Hut of the discussion relating to the fitting 
up of brakeH. The hon. memberfor Port Curtis, 
and abo the hon. member for Maryborough (J'\[r. 
~\..nnear), had been blowing the trumpet for Mr. 
Horniblow, and other hon. members had also been 
expres,;ing their confidence that that officer would 
test those brakes with great ability and fairness. 
He did not know the gentleman; bnt he would ask 
those hem. members if they were aware that an 
inquiry had once been held between Mr. 
Horniblnw aml JYir. Evans about the fitting up 
of brakes, and that that inf]uiry threw dis­
cre<lit upon l\Ir. Horniblow? He was not aware 
whether any report was actually made about 
that inquiry. It took place some years ago; 
either in Brisbane or in Ipswich. Mr. Horniblow 
occupied a very important position, and there­
fore he thought hon. members ought to know 
more ttbout that inquiry. There was another 
matter he would refer to. The draftsmen had 
been removed from Ipswich to Brisbane, thereby 
divorcing actually the drafting business from 
the workshops. There was a distance of ttbout 
twenty-four miles to travel now to bring the 
draftsmen into communication with the work­
shops. It seemecl rather an inconsistent piece 
of business, ttnd he could not see why it had 
been brought about. 

Mr. ANN.EAR said the hon. member for 
Townsville was able to answer for himself; but 
so far as he was concerned he did not blow JYir. 
Horniblow's trumpet as the hon. member had 
said. He (Mr. Annear) said that when the 
vacuum brake was tested it would be one of l'IIr. 
Horniblow's duties to decide upon its effective­
ness or otherwise. He might also inform the 
Committee that Brisbane was not the only place 
where machinery was imported direct from .Eng­
lan<l. There was machinery imported into Hock­
hampton for railway purposes, and also into Mary­
borough, ancl it all had to be passed by that gentle­
man. He hac! not been blowing JYir. Horniblow's 
trumpet, but he would do so now. He thought 
JYir. Horniblow was a very competent man, and 
a man well suited for the position he occupied. He 
had known him many years, ancl he believed he 
had given entire satisfaction. He was aware, of 
course, that Mr. Horniblow was not altogether 
liked in certain quarters; he was supposed to 
have clone certain things at a particnlar time, 
but he (Mr. Annear) did not believe it. As to 
the police inquiry, it was not his (Mr. Annear's) 
<luty to investigate that. He believecl the 
vacuum brake would be a ::rrent 6afetv to th•Y 
rolling-stock of the colony, ,;,nd he w1u; ·,,m·e that 
J'\Ir. Horniblow would give it a fair test. 
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The Hox. J. 2\L ~fACROSSAi'\ ,;air! he did 
not wish to blow ~Mr. Horniblow'o trumpet, but 
he tlwnght he was an efficient oflicer, aml one 
who was very well snitt~d for the l)("ition he 
occcnpierl. The hon. member for Stanley "oemed 
to ha.ve <1 Rerious grievance with regard to the 
dmftsmen, who, hP said, had been divorced from 
the workshops in Ipswich and brought rlown to 
Brisbane. He (Hon .• J. M. :'IIacro"'an) wonld 
Hnggest to the hon. member that the way to get 
over that was for the workshops to follow them. 

{luestion put anrl passed. 

The J\IINISTER FOR WORKS momd that 
J~l,!J2?) be granted for the ChieH:ngineer'o Depart­
lnent, Hnntliern Divi~ion. There \vas an incrf\itse 
of £25 to one of the clerks. 

The Hox. ::lm T. ~foiL ~WEAlTH said he saw 
that the Deputy Chief Engineer had been wiped 
out. '.VtLs that any saving to the country ; tLnd 
did the duties that were performed by that officer 
require to be done now? Was the £800 saJary a 
emnplete saving? 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS said the 
F:ngineer-in-Chief had been relieved of the dnties 
nf the maintenance of existing line.s, tLncl "'second 
department had been established for th>et pur­
pose. The office of deputy cl1ief engineer was 
then aboli>hed. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH askerl 
where on the J~stirnates wa~ the Heparate 
department to be found, a.nd how much did it 
cost? 

The J\HNI::lTER :FOR WORKS said it wa>< 
in thenextitem~-~:\taintenanee of Ji:xisting IJine~. 
The Chief Engineer was reliever! of that duty, 
and it. w:" handed over to .Yl r. Uro,;s, the 
F.ngineer of Existing Lines. 

The HoN. Sm T . .MclLWRAITH said that 
:Mr. Croso was not a new officer. He was in the 
department before, and he had a saltLry of £800 
then. \Vhat change h:td taken place ? J\ir. 
Cross was put dtnvu now for ~t salary uf £800, 
and on ltLst year's Estimates he was put down for 
the same amount. 

HoNonuBr.E :YIE~IBEH.s : £GOO. 

'rhe Hox. ,J. M. ~L\CllOSSA:'f : He had 
£200 beside that. 

The Hox. Sm T. J\1ciLWR.\ITH sa;d Mr. 
Cross had always had £800, and had drawn it as 
regularly as the JYiini.ster for '.Yol'ks <h·ew his 
£1,000. \Vhat change, then, had been nmrl<• 9 lt 
seemed that J\1r. Cross perfomwd the same dntieo 
as he had before. 

The :iiiXISTKR FUR \VUHKS sair1 J\Tr. 
Cross performer! duties that were previo'~1Sly 
performed by the Chief l':ng-ineer; but it was 
considered advistLble to divide the ~I>eintenance 
DeptLrtment from the Construction Department, 
:trul 1\tir. Cross was ap}Jointe(l ]1~ngineer of 
Ji:xiRting Lines with an increase of £200 a, 

year. 
The Hox. Su: T. l'vlr•ILWRUTH sr~id the 

hrm. gentleman did not seem to have studied his 
own Jj~stilna.tes, or else he \Vould not have said 
that ~[r. Cross had an increaoe of £200, because 
he had £800 h"'fnre. The hrm. gentleman told 
them that the rea.<on why the otfice of deputy 
chief engineer \VaR abolished was tlutt a, separate 
department was formed. He (Sir T. Mcilwraitb) 
nnderstood from the hrm. gentleman's explana­
tion tha,t not only rlirl illr. Cross pNf()l'!Jl the 
same duties as he did before, but he bad added 
to thm11 "'nme of those of the Enginer\r-in-Chief. 
\\'ere they to 1!lHie1·stand thnt '\Ir. Cm" had 
sepamte responsibility altog<·ther from tlrc 
J<:ngineer-in-f'hief-that he lmrl the sole r•~'S[H>lloi­
bility vf th~ maintelHII)~e vf c;-;i.,lilll( lim, ·: 

The :MIXISTEH FOR WOI~KS: Yes. Pre­
vionx to the .sepa.ration of the Con~trnctioa o,nd 
~laintenance Departments, ~lr. (:m,;,; barl f(iOO 
a. yea,r; but a~ the Engineer-in-Chief ha(l enoug-h 
to do to attend to the construcLintJ of line~, it 
\Va.s thought deriira.ble to have a separa.te ln·anch 
for the InainteiULnce of existing line.~; and it \\:a,:-; 
placed under 1ir. Cros~, whm;e Halary \Va.K 
increased to £800. 

The HoN. Sm T. MuiLWJLUTH ,;aid tlrat 
he supposed they were tn uwlerKtand that the 
R.esid1·11t Engineer, n.s;-.;ist:tJlt engitieon~. chief 
derks, n lot of other clerks, the SuperintcndeHt 
of "\VayH ~1nd \Vorks, mHl the line in:-;peetol't-i \V ere 
entirely responsible to :Y[r. Crns,;; ami tlmt the 
J~ngineer-in-Chief was free froru the re . ...,pon~i­
bility't 

The MI::'\IST.EH FOil WORKS : Yes. 

The HoN. ::Ju' T. :YlciL WlLUTH: Free 
from the entire responsibility of the main­
tenanf'e of existing lines? 

The J\IIKISTEH l<'OR WORKS : Yes. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH sttid lre 

would like to know why a conr,;e shonld have 
been pursued that he had never hearcl of lrcfore-­
the Engineer-in-Chief being relieved nf one of 
his chief responsibilities. It did not exi8t in the 
other colonies. 

The PHEJ\UER: Ye', it does, in Kew Sonth 
'.Vales. 

The Hox. Sm T. :MciLWRAITH: I sa.y it 
dom; not. 

The PHE:\TlER: It does. 
The Hm;. Sm 'l'. :ilciLWIUUTH: \\.hat 

WlLS tlw use of the hon. member myillf' that? 
He (Sir T. l\tci!wmith) wns in the department 
in \ 7 ictoria. for vear~. and he knmv what waf> 
done there. Th~ hrn;, member was too much 
inclined to let thing~ pa.sH on 1uere at;~el tinn. 
The sy,;tem did not exist in Victoria. 

The PllEMil~It: I said it existed in X ew 
South '.VtLles. 

The Hox. Sm T. }lclLWHATTH: If it doe,; 
exist then• it is not long since it waR begun. 

The PHK:\HEll: More than twenty years. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL'.VRAITH '<lid he 
should like to know the reason why it was found 
necessary to appoillt an Engineer of Existing 
Line~, and \Vhether it waH only in cnnnectiou with 
the ::louthern alH] \V estern Rail way that the 
change hac! tl>ken place. Ha<! an EnginPer of 
Exi~-;ting Line~ been avpnintecl for the Central, 
Xorthern, and Maryborough district,;? 

The J\IIXISTEI~ FOil WOHKS said it was 
considered that t,he Chief J;:n"ineer had quite as 
much as he could lnok after in the lines 1111der 
cmt~trnction, and it was thought dP:drable tn 
relieve him of the duties connected with the 
exiHting lineR, Kn a separate depart111ent w::t.:s 
f<•rmerl for the pnrpose. In X ew South \Val••-< 
all lines open for traffic were under the J<:nginPcr 
for ]~xistiug Lines, and he thought it wm; a very 
good rt.rrangement. He did not kno\Y how it 
v" a::; in \.1 ictori:-1. 

The HoN. SJH T. ~IulLWJ1AITH "aid it 
wa::; not so in Yictoria or t;onth .. Am.;tralia; he 
wns acquainted with the departments in those 
colonies. His friend, the hm1. J:Henil1e1' for 
Townsville, tolrl him he thought the systmn was 
in force in New South '.V ales. He understood 
that J\Ir. C:ross was perfectly independent of the 
Engineer-in-Chief. How ''"as it determined 
when the respon~ibility ehanged '? The Engi­
neer-in-Chief, ho .-;nppoHed~ finir.du:'d :1, Jiue 
c«n<pletely, and handed it oYer tu the En;;ineer 
fur ,l>;i;istin9 Liueo ~ 
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The :\II~ISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. 

The Hoc-~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: And ::\Ir. 
Cro,;s was considered by the ::VIini,;ter for 'Works 
competent to work a deptu'tment of that kind? 

The ::\II:NISTEit FOJC WO llKS: Yes. 

The Hox. Sm T. :'l[oiLIVR~\ITH ,;aid he 
t!wnb'ht the 1\Jinister would re'luire some informa­
twu about .Mr. Cn>Si before he was tlnished 
with him. Tf he would look into the way .:VIr. 
Cr()s::-3 had nu:tnaged hi~ preYion:-; duties, he 
would find th<tt he lmrl to he watched 
vm·y C>Ll:efnlly to see whether he• ptrformecl 
the clutJe,; entrusted to him. He did not 
corne out with a cle:1r record at all 
frotn his previou::-3 works, and the Goverrnnent 
should have inquired very ca.refully in the 
depart111ent before a,ppointiug hirn to ::;uch very 
he:t\·y l'eiponsilJilitie,,, ?\ ext to that of tl1e 
rrruJfic ~l;_tnrtg"l~I', there \V<1S not a lHOl'8 irrllJOrtant 
department than that, and the Government 
:-dwald have given a good deal rnore consiclern­
tinn to .the matter before 'epamting the depart­
ments m the way they had done. He thmwht 
tlw ( :hief Engineer should not have been relie~ed 
nf hio responsibilities; and that when they lmd 
nmlie np their miruh to relieve him, they might 
hl1V8 made a better choice. Of course the 
pl'incitml reas<l_n why the Deputy Chief Engineer 
was matle to chsappear was that the Government 
wanted to get rid of the gentlemo.n hirn"elf. He 
wa;-; not goin:; to refer to that point now, 
but he would l'Cfer t<> a point raised the 
otlH-)l' night ,..,·ben he had not an oppor­
tunity of f8lJl:·ing-. The :Pre1nier took advftn­
t<-tge of hi~ position in replying to hirn (Sir 
T . .Mcil wraith) to make oome Htatements with 
regar•l tu the late Deputy Eno·ineer-in-Chief 
which Wt:'re thoroughly unfOnnde('i' on fa,ct. H~ 
(~ir T. ~Iellwraith) had exposed what he con­
sulered to be a g·ross dereliction of duty on the 
part of the Uovern~nent in an arra{lgernent 
they Hl"tle by winch the conntry was vir­
tually defrauded of a Yery large amount of 
ulOne,y-:tt all events, a _large aruount of nwney 
was paid to a firrn of Governruent contractor01 
'~'ithout a sufficient reaRon having been 8hown: 
He ch:tllenged the depo.rtment to tell why, in the 
ca~o of the contractor~ .A.nnear and Cmnpany, 
they shnnl•J ha Ye departed from the old-establi,hecl 
eu~torr1 ; rtnd the only aw~wer he got throughout 
the debate was that tt fresh engineerMin-chief wa~ 
appointed under that contract, becanse J\lr. 
Thorneloe Srnith, who \VaH the engineer, had 
Lronght n.bout a; la.w~mit in every irnporta11t 
contract with wluch he hm1 been connected in 
the c~Jlony; That sta~en:ent Wtts made by the 
Preuner hnnHelf, and rt was thoroughly untrue. 
He thought it wa' "statement thCLt ought to be 
<:allP:tl hack Ly the Pre111ier, ~ts doing a· great in­
JU:-;twe to an engineer vvho, whether he wa:-; a 
p11pular rnan or not, h~td donn ure;-1t a.ud ackno\v­
ledged servicP to almm;t eve~y Goverrunent in 
the eoluny. The hon. gentlernan said a lawsnit 
lmd been conneeted with alnwst every work of 
':Thich ~~Tr. ;)ruith luvl haJ chnrg·e, and he nlen­
tiuned I eto cmd Br:tssey's, ::\lr. \Villimus--

The PKE:YUKR: You are quoting someone 
eh:e\; sp0-ech. 

'rhc Hox. Sm T. J\IcfLWRAITH ""irl he 
\Vfl·t llH'-mtioniug the Pre111ier's f'peech. ThP hnn. 
gentlernan said ~t htwsuit had folhnved every 
eontra.ct _undet· ~lr. Nn1ith't; charge. He (Sir r:I_i. 
.\Iclhna1th) wrmted to show that ~\lr. Smith from 
hb pe?ulirtr alJilities was brought forward to do 
very Ituportant work fnr the Governr11ent at a. 
tirne when other eng-ineees broke doYvn and g·ot 
the Govermuent il]to difficulties. In the fir~t 
place, he wuqld take thc. contract of Peto CLllll 
BLl..!:'\,;,_;ey. Then~ the UovenlnJent uot into urea.t 
dittiCtdtie" with the engino~l's, nThe rjue,;tions 

which were subsequently submitted to arbi­
tration arose before i\Ir. Smith-who was 
acknowledged to be the best man in the 
country for the purpose-was ~ent for to com­
plete the contr,1ct. They anlse, not out nf his 
achninistration, but out of thf\ admini:::;tration nf 
previon.s engineers, who had got the Governrnent 
into a mess. He got the Government out of the 
difficulty, and was Jn·mni~·H3d great rewards lJy 
the then Macalister Government ; and had it 
not been for politic:tl influence he would have 
been Engineer-in·Chief. Next there was Mr. 
\Villiarns' contnwt from Tuowoornba to \Varwick. 
J\1r. Smith did not commence that contract; but 
after it was pretty well on towards completion, 
and when the greater prtrt of the cnttings and 
ernbankments were done, the Governn1ent got 
into difficulties through the laches of their 
engineer. They appealed to their be"t confiden­
tial rnan-~Ir. Smith-and he was seJit up to 
take the work of a man who had failed in his 
duty to the Governn1ent :1nd w::u:) di::;gra,ced. 
Mr. Smith had to make the best of a 
bad job with which he was not connected. In 
that case they went to law. Peto and Brassey·, 
contract, as he had ,;aid, went to arbitration, 
and .!\lr. Smith "·as highly cmnplimented (,y th<> 
arhitmtor. the lo.te Mr. Thomas Higinbotham 
the Chief Engineer of Yictoria. The lawsuit went 
on almo.it every point in bvour of lHr. Smith's 
contention. However, that wn;; not Inaterial to 
the question. The real point was that ::\lr. Smith 
was blamed for having raised points which were 
conte"ted in a comt of l::tw, while the bet W>1S that 
they were mised entirely by engineers who 
preceded him, who were clismissed by the Gov­
ernrnent, and \Yhose place he \VaK Hent to 
fill as the most valued and trusted officer the 
<}o\'ernrnent could find. The only ca;-;e uf 
his that went to law at all wa,; A;,near and 
Company'R contract. The Premier the other night 
actually charged :1\fr. Thorneloe Smith with 
having n1acle a bungle in the engineering 
of the J\Iaryborough bridge, which brought the 
Government into trouble, and gave the con­
tractors the rig-ht to a, lawsuit. That 'vas not 
true. becau~e the bungle-if bungle it \Vas--was 
completed before 1\lr. Smith went there at 
all. He had nothing wh<ttever to do with 
the engineering of the 11aryborongh bridge, 
by which the cylinderR were sunk tiU far 
into the rock. It was done by his pre­
decessor, or the Eng-ineer-inMC1 hief, a.nd it was 
clone before Mr. Smith till w the bridge. 
Y ery well, he gut that job with the cuntmetut' 
exactly in the sarue \vay, because he 'va .. ~ a 
thoroughly good officer and it rertuired a man 
who had the conrage to .sa.y "1\o, '' and not one 
of those suave individuals who would leab'tw 
themselves with anyone in order to take acl\ an· 
tage of the G-overnntent. The Governrnent 
called upon l\Jr. Smith aga.in long after the first 
di~pntes that arose haJ been brought forward, 
and the only point in which J\Ir. :'imith was 
concerned was that of the lmllrtst. .All the other 
voiut~ in which clainl8 were n1aLle occurl'ell 
before ::\[ r. Smith took charge of the contract at 
all, and with which he had no more to do than 
the Chairman of Committees. Those were the 
only tln·ee cases in which .Mr. Smith had been 
connected with a case thCtt had been l'eferred to 
arbitra.tion or law, and he wm; in Hnch a po~ition 
that he ought to have the thttnh of the H nu"' 
for getting the (;-oyernrnent out of ditticHltieH 
into which they had be•'n dmggPcl by their Chief 
.Engineer. Yet }lr. Smith":-; action waH b~tid tu 
have been the cau:-;e of ~.\.nnear'::; ca8e Ueing 
referred to arhit1ation. That it waK referrecl 
to arbitratiun was dne altogether to the 
action of other Gm·ermnent officers, as was plainly 
aml clearly pmve<l by him the uther night. The 
m<c) J'eCLson, howe\'er, of th;1t W'l 'l that An near ttnd 
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Company happened to be friendly to the present 
Government, and they actually went ont of their 
way to take a course that they had never pursued 
before--an illegal course, he maintained. Illegal, 
as far as his opinion went, but at all events if it 
was legal why were other Government con­
tractors not to have the same privilege of 
appealing to arbitration? Why should that 
privilege be confined exclusively to Annear and 
Company'? \V as the disagreeability of the 
temper of a Government engineer a sufficient 
reason why the Government should appoint 
another Engineer-in-Chief to supply his place ? 
Because, if it was, Government contractors 
would have a fin€' time for the future, 
and would make themselves as disagreeable 
to the Engineer-in-Chief or district engineer 
as they possibly could. He had no doubt 
they would get plenty of contractors who 
would make themselves objectionable, and fall 
out with the engineer, if they could seil the same 
prospect of having their claims settled in the way 
Annear and Company were dealt with. It was 
" right that had been granted to certain contrac­
tors for which there was not the slightest justifi­
cation ; but if there was a justification-if it was 
just at all, ought not the same terms to be allowed 
to other contractors in settling their claims 
agaimt the Government? 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman was 
not very accurate that evening. He said he never 
heard of an engineer for existing lines in Australia. 
\V ell, perhaps he had not, but because he had 
not it did not follow that there were no such 
officers. He found that in Victoria the name 
of the Engineer of Existing Lines was \V. H. 
Green, and he got a salary of £1,200 a year. 
In New South \Vales the name of the En­
gineer of Existing Lines was Cowbery, and 
he got £1,000 a year. He did not know 
whether there w:Ls one in New Zealand or 
not, and he did not know how long those 
he had named had held their offices ; but the 
Engineer for Existing Lines had existed in New 
South Wales as long as he could remember. The 
hon. member had also quoted from a speech he 
(the Premier) had delivered, but his memory 
must be defective again. It was somebody else's 
speech. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH: No; it 
was your own. 

The PREMIER said the hon. member was 
wrong again. He knew that the hon. member 
entertained a high regard for Mr. 'l'horneloe 
Hmith, but he (the Premier) did not entertain 
so high an opinion of him as the hon. member. 

The HoN. SIR T. MaiL \VRAITH : \Vho cares 
whether you do or not? 

The PREMIER said that probably C[Uite as 
many people would agree with his judgment of Mr. 
Smith as the hon. member's; and possibly, his 
(the Premier's) opinion was of more importance at 
the present time. The hon. gentleman said he 
:Lccused Mr. Smith of getting· the Government 
into trouble. Well, he would not endeavour 
to enumerate all the cases that had come 
under his notice where Mr. Smith with his 
unfortunate temper had involved the Govern­
ment in difficulties. Some of them were 
more prominent than others, but the cases 
in which he involved the Government in a 
great deal of trouble and annoyance were very 
numerous indeed. He remembereci the case of 
l'/[r. Gilliver, a contractor for certain work 
at Ipswich, in which the contractors brought 
an action against the Government, and 
the hon. gentleman gave evidence on behalf 
of the Government, while he (the Premier) 
was their counsel. He had no hesitation 
in saying that the whole of the trouble was 
caused by Mr. Smith and his nnfortnnD.te 

temper. It had become notorious; but what 
had that got to do with the case of Annoar and 
Comp~ny 1 The hon. gentleman had misstated 
the grounds ou which the (iovermnent ap­
pointed <Ln independent Engineer-in-Chief; but 
11e did not think it necessary to discuss the 
matter again. It was not on· account of lYir. 
Smith's temper that the Government saw the 
necessity of appointing an independent Engineer­
in-Chief to decide the case; but because it 
had struck them that it would be grossly 
unfair to appoint a man to decide a 
case in dispute in which he himself was an 
interested party. \Vas it not contrary to 
natural justice to appoint Mr. Smith to decide 
in that c:Lse? He thought so, and, withont 
in any wa.y violating the contract, an inde­
pendent man had been appointed. He only 
expressed the hope that no Government would 
ever be so lost to a sense of natuml justice ''s to 
let an int.erested person decide a contested point; 
and that, if they did, the first opportunity would 
be taken of afterwards remedying the mistake. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWltAITH s;<id the 
hon. gentleman seemed to forget tlmt it was 1wl. 
at that stage that the contrariety to natural 
justice arose. The contract itself was thn 
injustice-the hon. ;;entlernan's own contra.ct; 
the contract containing the clause of which he 
acknowledged himself to be the immaculate 
author. The hon. gentlem<Ln had boasted of that. 
over and over agn,in, and the very clanr..;e which 
he boasted of as being so perfect that no con­
tractor could get the better of it Wttfl itself 
contrary to natural justice. It very likely was 
contrary to natuml justice, but the hon. gentle­
man was responsible for that, and he now 
declined to allow other contractors, similarly 
situated to Annear :Lnd Com1Jany, to have an 
appeal to arbitration. The hon. gentlema-n said 
it was not an appeal to arbitmtion, but he (Sir 
T. Mcllwraith) said it was, and if he gave the 
same justice to other contractors they would not 
C[Uarrel as to whether it was an appeal to arbitra­
tion or not. He (Sir T. Mcilwraith) had referred 
to three cases with which Mr. Smith was 
connected, and the Premier hod referred to 
another, and one in which he himself gave evidence. 
But he rernem be red more of the case than the hon. 
gentleman appeared to do. He remembered that 
after he had given his evidence n,nd retired from 
the witness-box the hon. gentleman said when the 
verdict was brought in that it was a thoroughly 
Ipswich verdict, and completely against the evi­
dence. The Premier seemed to underst:Lnd the 
thing thoroughly, and the remark he made wa,..; 
that he did not see how anyone could expect any­
thing else. He wonld like to know now from 
the Premier whether :Mr. Smith was re·,p<msibhl 
for that case. He also wanted to know another 
thing: Was Mr. Smith allowed the usnttl privi­
leg-e of Civil servants retiring from the Pnblic 
Service, of n month's salary for every year that 
he was connected with the Government Senice? 
He had been a most faithful servant of the Gov­
ernment, ,,nd in fact he <lid not know that 
for the last twenty-one years the G<wermnent 
had had " more faithful :,;ervant. Further, it 
wets Mr. Smith's strong- desire to serve the 
interests of the colony by which he was paid 
that had got him into the only difficulty that 
h<Ld happened to him. i\o man in his vosition had 
ever retired frotn the (-:}overnnlent Hervice \Vith­
out being allowed the privilege of a nwnth'~ pay 
for every year's service. Had he been allowed 
that 'I 

The MIKISTER FOR WORKS : No. 
The Ho~. Sm T. lYiciLWRAITH : Is it 

the intention of the Government to allow him 
that privilege ? 

The JVII:\'ISTER FOU WOHKR; No, 
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The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: Then it 
simply amounted to thi" : that one of the oldest 
officers in the Government Service had been dis­
misser\ without the slightest consideration. \V ell, 
they had not h0ard the last of J'.Ir. Smith, who 
had been dismi,.,ed for no other reason than that 
he happened to be a friend of a prominent 
rnernber of a fonner .Adn1inistration. There wa~ 
no need to disguise the fact that Mr. Smith was 
dismissed because he was a person~tl friend of 
bis (8ir T. J'.fcilwraith's) own. He had known 
.:\lr. 8mith and honoured him for the last thirty 
years, and the Premier thought that in hitting 
:\lr. Smith he struck him. The hrm. gentle.man 
would very likely find the blow recoil upon his 
own head. 

Tbe PREMIER said the hon. gentleman was 
mistaken if he thought the Government were 
actmtted by the principle-with which, no doubt, 
he was ve1·y farniliar-of Rtriking at a rnernber of 
the Ci vi! Service to hit a politicl11 opponent. 
Thev had seen a goorl dc·al of that in times past, 
but it had not been seen, nor would it be seen, 
so loug as the party at present on those benche' 
was in po\ver. The hon. 1nember a.;..;ked, why 
was Annear and Company's the only case in 
which an independent Chief Engineer was 
l1ppointed outsirle the service? The reason 
waH, becn,use it "\Vas the only cttse ever heanl of 
in this colony in which the Government made 
the man who got up the dispute and had the 
l]uarrel, the judge to determine the dispute in 
question. 

The Hox. J. ::\L 1IACROSSAX said the 
Pren1ier was as rnnch rniHta,ken a..s he so rf!'ndily 
accused other people of being-. Whenever a 
co}ltractor, under the 40th clause, had a dispute 
with the Chief Engineer the same thing occurred. 
It must b,, with the Chief Engineer that the 
C*m.tractor had the dispute, and by the clause 
wluch the h<m. member boasted of having drafted 
he was made a judge in the case in which he 
was one of the principals. :Mr. Smith was only 
acting as Chief :Engineer during the absence of 
Mr. titanley, and had the Government wished to 
refer the dispute to Mr. Stnnley's arbitration 
they could easily have done so after his return. 
There was no rea~on for appointjng fflr. \Vade, 
except, as the hon. gentleman had said, it was 
against natural justice-and the clause was most 
decitledly ag·ainst natural justice. ]'\early five 
rnonth~ ago the hon. gentle1nan acknowledcred to 
him l1cross the table that the 40th clans; was 
inequit<tble, but he had not made the ,;lightest 
a.tten1pt, so far as hon. nlen1bers knew, to alter 
it. Several contract,K h~td been let since, anr\ 
every one of them under that condition; and such 
being the case, it was inel'itable that the 
Chief Engineer must occupy the position of 
principal and judge at the same time. As 
to J\lr. Smith, he "as a first-class en­
gineer, and a n1an upon 'vhom the (;oYern­
ment could always thoroughly rely. Ko 
doubt that gentleman had a most unfortunl1te 
temper, but like the other officer whose case had 
been discu'-;ed earlier in the evening, he was 
too zealons for the Ci-overnrnent. It \vas, how­
ever, unf,tir to dismiss him without the usnal 
allowanca given to Civil r;ervantr) in his pof)ition­
mtmely, a month's salary for every year he hrtd 
heen in the service. If the di,;cn,.,sion on J\1 r. 
S111ith was over, he intended to enter upon 
another topic, which wonlcl obliterate .:\Ir. Smith 
entirely. 

Yrr. BEATTIE soticl that, before they went 
intu other matters, he had a question to put to 
the hon. member for Tnwnsville in reference to 
J\Ir. Smith and bis uugovernable temper. \V hen 
J\lr. Smith returned from J\Iaryborough and 
took c barge in Briti bane, he aL-;(~, of cour:-;e, took 
charge of the Sl1.ndgate line, It was n1moured 

that Mr. Smith at once hegan to torment 
the contractor for that line, :Mr. Bashford. 
l'vir. Bashford, it ''"'" said, complained about it 
to the hon. J'.linister for \Vorks-the hon. mem­
ber for Townsville-anrlJ\Ir. Smith was requested 
not to torment J\1r. Bashford so much. He 
would give the hon. member hi,; authority 
for the statement outside the Chamber. Mr. 
Smith then ceased to torment !Vlr. Bl1sh­
ford, and on the completion of the con­
tract, Mr. Bashford, having a trump-card in his 
hand, made a claim upon the Government for 
£1G,OOO or £17,000 for extra work. There was no 
opportunity to check the claim, l1nd !VIr. Smith 
had to recommend the payment of the amount. 
The person who told him must have known some­
thing about the matter, and if it was true, the 
country had suffered in that ~ase from the bad 
temper of .:vrr. Smith. Did Mr. Bashford receive 
that amount for extra labour without the con­
structing engineer's certificate? He hoped the ex­
l'viinister for \V orks would be able to answer the 
qnestion, because the sooner a rumour of that 
kind was denied, if incorrect, the better for all 
concm-ned. 

The HoN. ,J. :NI. MACROSSAN said he had 
no recollection of Mr. Bashfonl complaining to 
him about Mr. Smith. If he did, he had not 
the slightest doubt that he gave Mr. Smith the 
s:cme instructions that he gave to Mr. Stanley 
and Mr. Ballard-namely, that if they expected 
contractors to make cheap and good railways 
they um,t not hamper them, but place every 
facility in their way, at the same time protecting 
them from the cl1price, ill-will, l1nd ignorance of 
resident eng·ineet·s. He remembered Jl.ir. Bash­
ford comphLining of the then District Engineer, 
J'.Ir. Brown, and good reason he had to complain 
of him; but he was coming to that presently. 
The Minister for \Vorks, in bringing up the 
estirnate, and giving rea[-)OD~ for the severance of 
the existing lines of rail way from the construc­
tion engineers, said it was considered that the 
con~truction engineers had enough to do in look­
ing after conr:;truction. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : That is 
n1y opinion. 

The HoN .• T. M. MACRO SS AN said thl1t if the 
hon. gentleman was better informed he would 
not have expressed such an opinion. He might 
tell him thl1t the construction engineers in 
Queensland had not half as much to do as the 
construction engineers in the other colonies. In 
this colony they had actually two engineering 
staffs-two construction engineers-one of which 
was the result of what was an accident in the his­
tory of the colony. Hon. members were aware 
how J\!Ir. Ballard was fir,stl1J1l'ointed, and that when 
he had fulfilled his agreement with the Govern­
rnent he was allo\ved to rank as Engineer-in- Chief, 
thereby estrtblishin~ two different systen"-two 
different eng·ineers with two tlifferent staffs. 
Now let them compare the work done in the 
colony by those two staffs, and the work done in 
the other colonies; and he wanted the :Ylinister 
for \Vorks to give the matter his serious atten­
tion. The Chief Engineer of the southern part 
of the colony was put down in the Estimates for 
£1,02:\. T!utt was tl.e vote asked for under the 
head of Chief Engineer's Department ; but if hou. 
members turned to page 1-1\l they would find out 
what the Chief Engineer am! staff cost the country. 
£7,B!JO was there asked for the Chief Engineer's 
staff, which, added to £1,!)25, made £9,515 
which the Southern and '\Vestern Railway cost 
them. l'\ow what was the amount of "·ork that 
he had to do ? \Vhat was the amount of mileage 
of rail way under his charge? GOO miles, certainly 
not much 111ore ; and he had constructed not 
mnch more than half of that. He (Hon. J. M. 
Macrossfln) wonld f\~k the Committee presently 



1752 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

to consider the mode in which Rome of them had 
been constructed. Let them see what the Chief 
Engineer in New South vVales had got. He must 
say the Premier was right in his contention about 
New South IV ales. The office of Engineer-in-Chief 
was separate there from the charge of existing lines. 
Mr. vVhitton was Engineer-in-Chief, and Mr. 
Cowdery was Officer in Charge of Existing Lines. 
But the system did not work very well. It did 
not do to have two heads. It was far better to 
have one he,ad. And the double-headed plan 
had been found out there not to be a good plan. 
In Victoria, although there "as an officer of 
existing lines, it was simply a title, for he was 
under the control of the other ofilcer. In 
South Australia, he believed, it was the s;cme, 
becam;e he could find no officer of existing 
lines or maintenance in the South Australian 
Estirr:ates. Let them come now to wh;ct M.r. 
vVhitton and his staff cost in l'\ ew South IV ales. 
The amount ;csked for by the Hailway Depart­
ment there this ye:1r amounted t>xactly to £7,275 
-that was putting N[r. \Vhitton on the same 
equality as Mr. Stanley here-namely, wiping 
out allowances and travelling expenses; that 
g'we £7,275 against £9,')15. And what was the 
work clone by the two gentlemen? He (Hon. 
.T. M. ::\Incrossan) thought he need hardly tell 
anybody in tlmt Committee that the amount 
of work done in New South \Yales, and 
the amount of money expended in rail way 
construction, was at least twice the amount of 
work done in the southern ;end western half of 
Queensbnd, and twice the amount of money 
spent on rail way construction. And yet the 
Chief J~ngineer and his staff in the southern 
part of Queensland cost £2,300 more than the 
Chief };ngineer and his staff inN ew South \Vales. 
In addition to that expe!Hlitnre there was £/,212 
for the Northern staff in Queensland to be added, 
making altogether £16,727 spent on the t\vo 
engineers and two staffs through a system which, 
he said, had arisen by mere tLccident. The 
Southern engineer got more than the Chief 
Engineer in Xew South \Vales, and their 
Northern engineer and his stftff got a little 
more also; and both together got more than 
double as much as the engineer in ::"< ew South 
vVales. In South Australia, where the construc­
tion was about the same '" in Queensland both 
in rnoney and in nurnber of rniles of rail wu:v, 
the total expense of the engineer's staff was 
:t7,707. l'le thought jt was time that they 
began to Hl[tke smne alter:ttion in their sy.sten1. 
It was time, he thought, that they pulled 
Home of the engineer.q up, and vnt the whole of 
the stnffs of the colonv under one chief, It WitS 
no uso for anyone to s'ay that one rnan could not 
rlo the work; becituse ;vrr. \Vhitton in X ew South 
\Vales <li<l more, and :VIr. J\fuir in South 
Australia did an e•1ual amount of work, and 
for far le>,; money. N nw, let them see if the 
worl< was so much better done in Queens­
land that they could afford to pay so much 
nwre nwney for havi"rlf.t it done. The hm1. 
memuer for Fortitude V >Lllev had refmrcd 
to the Srmclgate Hail way. He" would take the 
Sandgate Hailway as a te,st, and he would take 
another railway that bore on the 40th cllluse of 
the hon. the Premier. \Vhat had been 
the re"nlt? \Vhen the estimate was brought in 
hy himself for the Sand gate lbilway it mnounted 
to ,£;)2,000, bnt it was found that the line would 
cost £()0,000. That was the engineer's estinmte. 
And £14,000 was added to the £:G2,000 jn 
the following year-,£G,OOO of "·hich was 
for htncl resumptions and so forth. £()0,000 
was to be the cost of the milwoty according to 
the engineer"s estimate. The contrnct w;cs tnken 
fOl' ,£3H,OOO by Mr. Jlashford. It wns perfectly 
true, '" w:ts said by the hon. member for l<'orti­
tude Valley, that J\Ir, Bashford got far more 

than he bargained for, but it was not on ;cccotmt 
of Mr. Smith's bad temper as the hon. mem­
ber alleged. It was on account of the barlly 
designed line, and an incompetent officer being 
placed in charge of it. Now, after the £GO,OOO had 
been Yoted by the Committee-that was £5:!,000 
and £14,000, including £G, 000 for land rewmptious 
-in the following ye>Lr, it might be in the recol­
lection of hon. members he had to bring in an 
estimate for £20,000 to complete the raihnty 
which was bargained fm· for £3H,OOO, and which 
the engineer had as:-:ured hiln, a11d he a:-1:..::.nred the 
Committee, could be done for £00,000, That w;cs 
£HO,OOO in all ftsked for by the Chief Engineer. 
But that was not all. They Bow found that in the 
Loan Estimates there was m1 additional sum of 
£25,000 asked for to complete the Sandgate 
Railw;cy, making £105,000 in all to make it. 
}\ ow that ra.ilw:.ty \Vai- to have Ueen 1nade as n, 

second-class line for £4,000 per mile, but as a 
first-class line for £(),000, and yet it was actually 
going to cost £8, GOO per mile. 

The PllKMIER ; False economy. 

The HoN . • J. M. MACROSSAN: The hon. 
gentleman said that it was on account of false 
economy. It was not. There was no false 
economy about it. The engineer w;cs toltl to 
make a cheap railway, but he was not to be 
restricted in any particular way, becttuse that 
was a matter which he left to the engi­
neer himself. A liiini;;ter, even if he were an 
engineer, would not assume the position of dic­
tating to an engineer. The responsibility restell 
with the head offi<'er of the Government. J t was 
in consectnence of a badly designed line, and also 
of the officer in charge. He (Hon . • T. JYI. Mac­
rossftn) "as freqnently on the Sn,ndgate line, an<l 
saw what was l1eing dl•ne there. He had called 
]\fr. f;tanley's attention to it and to the w;cnt of 
knowledge of the officer in cb;crge of the line, 
but his representations were not attended to. 
J\!lr. Stanley left the colony on leave of absence, 
and he told Mr. Smith the same thing. He 
told Mr: Smith to find out for himself, telliug 
him whitt he had told Mr, Stitnle)'. He (Hon. 
,T. JYI. 1\{acrossan) sa,id, "Do not take my word ; 
find it out for vonrself;" and in four weeks lllr. 
Smith came to' him and s;cid he was correct, and 
he got rid of the gentletnan jn chaq;e of the 
line. That \\as the reason whY J\fr. BashfonJ 
had w many extr"s; becn,use ,)f the officer in 
charge of the work, who n1ight be n very good 
officer for the s;pecialty he \YftR engaged for­
steel bridge maki11p;; but he doubted even tlmt. 
The steel bridge he had erected over Breakfast 
Creek had not looked n:-ry f'afe for ROllle time ; 
and he had t'eccntly secn it tied up with chains ; 
so that even in that lJarticnlar speciality tho 
officer referred to did not ;tppcnr to be np to the 
mark. As hehftd said,:i\[r. Ba><hfordgot, instead 
of ±:38,000, £iSB,OOO at the end of his contract. 
One ;n•uld natumlly have wpposed th~t t?i5,000 
wonld ha,1·c fi11ished the line, because it w:ts 
supposed to be finished and completed before it 
w;cs opened for traffic, with the exception of 
a few sm~1ll works that were inclndcd in the 
contract ; but instead of £f,5, 000 it would 
cost nearly t\', o ff>::i,OOO',; - £8,000 per mile. 
The hon. the Premier said it was through blse 
economy. He (Hon .• J. l\L M:acro,,',an) knew that 
there were some members of the Honse who di1l 
not belie.-e in chea,p milwnys; who did not 
believe that cheap railways C<mld be made 
thoroughly; bnt, a~ far as docnnlCntary c~ti­
mates could prore it, he wonld prove before l1e 
sat down tlmt chHltJ milwnys couhl be made 
-n1ueh cheaper than the.T were n1aking 
then1 in the colony. Hon. u1e1nbcrs \Vere 
aware that the Victmian Uovernment this 
yc<Lr bronght in a Rail" ay Bill vroviding 
for the C01mtruction of a great number of railways 
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-for, in het a very large extension of their 
present railw;y system-railways which were to 
be built all over the length and breadth of that 
colony. There was no particular place selected 
where cheap railways could be macle-a place 
something like the floor of that Ohmnber, for m­
stance, where any n1an ought to be a hie to 1nake a 
ch.eap railway-but thelines.were ~electe~.all o;·er 
VICtoria. He had before hun a l"t of v wtonan 
lines with the cost ot each lino and its length, 
and he fonnd there were ahout thirty lin<'s, north, 
west east, and cwuth, and that the total cost 
per ~1ile of the !):)0 miles which those. lines 
covered-that was outsHle the ouburhan lines­
was £3,9GO per mile. 

An HONOl:RABLE l\[D!BE!\: And wider gctnge. 
The HoN. J. l\I. MACH OSSA!\: Yes, the 

gauge \VaH wider. There was no cmnparir-:ou 
between the work there ctnd here. Ho knew, ''" 
he lmd mid, tlmt there were member8 in that 
Hom;e who did not belie,-e in uh"''P rai!wet\·s; 
uml the hem. the ]\Iinister for \Vorks lmd twice 
within the bst three or four days refenod to 
the Brisbane Valley line, und S)Joken of what 
he called his (Hon. J. M. ::\Iacrossan's) extra­
ordinary cm·vp-;, He would tell the hon. gentle­
man something about tlmt line before he sett down. 
'l'here were members of that Hothe who te~lkecl as 
if such" thing as cheap railways shoulcl not be 
made · as if they were to go on in the old groove 
that they hctd been walking in for years, and 
ml1ke the sume kind of railwa:v" they had been 
makinn· ; uncl thctt if they ctttem)Jted to make 
chPnp b ra.il ways the engineerH ·wuuld n1akc a 
bnno·le of it. yr et, as he had :;;hcnvn, there were 
!JOO nand odd miles of railway proposed to l1e 
constructed in Yictorin ctt J:3,HGO per mile­
under £4,000 per mile-ctnd yet their cheap Sand­
gate Jing wa8 going to cost !:8,()00 lJE'l' rnile! 
Hon. members would say th,-.t that was only an 
estinmte. Cerbinly it was only ctn estimate, but 
he thought the Yictorians would take very good 
cctre that their eMtimateB were not exceeded by 
from 40 to 50 per cent. Tlmt wao only an esti­
Inate · but he would give hon. gentle1nen some­
thino 'tnore than an estimate. He would give 
then~ the cost of railways ct!ready con­
structed in Victorict awl actually carrying 
traffic. He held in his hanrl a list of the 
railwavs in thctt colony open for traffic up to 
the eiid of last year, and he Rhould rear] 
to hon. members the nctmes of the railways, 
the number of miles, and the ctverage co.st of 
construction of each line-- tctking those only 
which had cost under £4,000 per mile; and he 
would point out that the figures applied to mil­
ways all over -Victm·ia, so thrtt there was no 
particubr spot selected for the making of che:cp 
railways --~they were made in monntctinnus 
country ctnd level country all over the colony. 
Of c(n1t?•8 there were variations in pl'ice; hnt, as 
he hml stated, he would only read those 
which had cost under £4,000 per mile. 
The fir,t ,,-as from St. Arnancl to Donald, a 
tninino· line, the length of which ,,·as 2.5~ niilt~, 
ctnd tlw average cost £:0,841 per mile. Then 
there wets a smctllliue to the Ballarat racecourse, 
that he would not mention. The next was 
Inglewood t.o Olmrlton, a line that he knew 
very well, and one which certainly clid not 
preseHt any ea~ier countl'y, so far as engineering 
was concerned, than the Rctndgate 1-Lctilway 
did. That was 42,\- miles in leng-th, and cmt 
£3,4Gil per mile. Then Ohctrlton to \Vycheproof, 
Hi~miles, £3,Dl2per mile; Korong Vale t•J Boort, 
18 mile', £3, 2fl7 per mile. 'l'hose were in the 
northern system. He would now take the 
western sy:;;teni. Colac to Ccunperdo,vn, 28 
miles, .£:1,704 per mile; Horsham to Jlimhonla, 
21=} Ini1(:"", £.3,1:21 .l/;_1; jn1ile; J_~all~~~~t to .Ncar~­
dale, 13:r nnleK, -!;.,, 1 ,1.1 per nnle. l hen m the 
north-eastern system, :-Jhepparton to J:\umurkab, 

201, miles, £3,108 per mile-£108 per mil~ more 
than he user] to say in tlmt House tlmt rmlways 
could be rnade for in this colouy; Tuoland:_=t to 
Tatura, 7 rnile~, £3,822 per Illile ; Benalla to St. 
J mues, 201,-mi]e,,£2,%1 per!llile-under £3,000 per 
mile; J£ve'iton to ::\lyrtleford, lG,\-miles, ±::), 3!17 per 
n1ile · and in the fcastern ~y~tern ]H-' wonld btke 
one~Taralgon to lieyHeld, 22} rnileR, £3,HG~ 11er 
rnile. Those railwayR \vere completed rLnd 01Je~r 
for traffic, so that it was heyond a matter o! e;-;tl­
rnato ; aud every one of th~n1 wa~" on the ;, fuet 
3 inch gauge. 

'l'he l'In:::un:R : \Vlmt does that illelnde? 

The Hox. ,J. l\I. JYL\.OIWSSAN: Every­
thing for the rnaking of the railw::t~, so far a:-~ bu 
could tell from the tall le from which h.e h~d 
quoted. There V\aHnothing to :-;how_t1H1t 1t <lid 
not include everything . .t-\:-: he ha.d :::;ard, ail tho~e 
lines were on the ;) feet 3 inch gaug-e, and 
everv hon. HlClltber who knew anything at all 
abmit raihvcty,, mnKt be et>' are of the vas~ dilfer­
ence there W;"IS between the cost of n !me cun­
structed on the 5 feet 3 inch gauge and one 
built r)n the 3 feet G inch gauge. The r(lllin.g-· 
stock ninRt be so n:mch bea\'ier fr·mn rh; 
size that the line must he so much sti·onger 
to bear the traffic. Besides tlmt, thm e was 
an additional quantity of balla,,t .required,, ~ddi­
timtal width of bankR ::tnd cntt1ugs, adchtwun.l 
wicl th of bridges, additiom1l !ength of s]ee]'ers­
in fact, everything wa:..; aganu:>t the rnakn~g of 
che:tp lines on the .) feet 3 inch gauge 111 a 
count1·v lilce Yictorict ; ctnd yet it appeared that 
they c<)uld not make them here ."t the san~e ra~e 
on th~~ 3 feet G inch gauge \Vrth cverythrng 111 
their favour. He betel no record with reg-al'll to 
the railwctvs of J'\ew South \Vales; but he could 
give his eXperience of railways there, which, as 
far'a:-_, he wa.s concerned, ''Tere far bettet· thttn n.ny 
record. He knew " new line that was bein<_: 
mctrle in thctt colony thirty-two miles i_n 
length. On the averag-e, ther: were 10,000 c\1b10 
yards per mile of excctvatwn, on thctt !me. 
They had no such aYerage m Queensb?rl. 
There were oYer 3,000 yctrds of hallctst per m !le. 
Of comse, it wets a 4 feet Rh inch guctge. ~he 
slee1Jer:s were all ~quare cl and were longer, ht."avier, 
and more costlv than the sleepers in Queensland. 
He could not t'CII the number of culverts there 
\vere on the line, but there \\'ere a great n1any bl'ick 
culverts from 3 feet up to 20 feet. 'l'here were tt 
considerable nn1nber of timber cros::lings. 
:B;verything was in proportion to that, ::md the 
eontractor'B price for that line was a fractum over 
£5,000 pet' mile. Add station building-s. ctmJ. the 
cost of rails to that, nnd it would not brmg rt np 
to £(5,000 per mile; anrl it slwuld be remember~d 
that they did not pretend to umke cheap mll­
wctys there. Yet here, hon. members pretended 
to make cheap railw<"~ys which cost £8,?00 per 
mile. The Premier hrtd contender! m that 
House that railway;-;, sufficient for branch lines 
anrl for (Jrdinary railway purposel:l, could be 1nade 
for £2,000 a mile. 

The PHJ~MIEH : Hear, hear! I believe so 
still. 

The HoN . • T. :VI. MAOROSSA=" said he had 
ne\;er believed that, but it wa::; an argnurent. in 
ffnonr of what he hitd ctlway;-; been cuntendmg 
for, tluct they ;;hrmlcl make cheap lines. They 
conlcl clo it if they had the men to make 
thew, and if they hctd not the men to m.ake 
then:1 they Rhoulcl get thern. He was bnng­
inn- tho,e thino, forwarrl to prove tlmt tl1ey 
w~re not co·ettin~- the value of their money. They 
should ha~'e on; enuineer: he dill not care who he 
wus, but the Govei~lnH?n{ t-dwnllllJe ~,ati~.;fil•d that 
he WfLR cnrnpctent to (lo tll.e trnr·k of th~ co]o_ny, 
and e:onlpt·tent to nwl~e hnes at a. f~lll' 1n;1;;e. 
::\ow to"-" to the Bnslmne Valley hue. l he 
Bris!',ane ~ Y alley line wets between nin oteen 



1754 [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

and twenty miles in length where it was 
open tn for loading-. \\,.-hen the engineer\-; 
e8tiin:Lte waH lJrought before hhn for that line, 
and when the plan was bid Lefore him, the 
estimate \Va~ 1nuch higher than what he thought 
the estirrmte for ordiuary cheap lines in the 
colony should be. It '"''" something over 
£4,000 a mile. He saw on the plan put before 
hirn a gren,t 1nany curveq, and he n.sked the 
Engineer-in-Chief nt the time why there were 
so nutny "? He Haid it wets on accmmt of Lhc· 
difficulties in the country, arlll thnt owing to 
the hills coming <lown to the l"1nks of the 
river a nu1nber of ClU'\'P'' \Yere nece~r:;ary to 
get ronnd those different point..:;. l~nfortnn:1tely~ 
that was one of the line~ whic:h he never went 
over to inspect hin1self. If he had gone over it 
he 111ight have been :1ble to show t]~e engineer 
that nwny of tho'e curves would not be neces­
Hary. The engineer n1ight have fonnd that nut 
had he gmw o\·er it himself, but he (Hon. ,T, !\I. 
J\fa,crossi.tn) believed he had ne\'er gone over it, 
or visited it at all, but left the whole of the work 
to his subordinates. The contract for that line 
was let for £42,000. 

The PRE::\liE]{ : How many miles? 

The HoN. J. l\I. MACROSSA?\: Between 
nineteen mnl twenty 1nileH. The contract was 
let at £,12,000. He <lid not intend to go iuto all 
the debils of the cnrrying out of that contract, 
although they dicl not reflect nuy cre,lit 
on the Engineer-in-Cbief, or on his deimrt­
ment. He had in his hand n, report ob­
tained frmn a cidl engineer of experience who 
happen eLl to be in the colony lately, and who was 
employed by the contractors to visit the line and 
report upon wh;ot he saw, with the documentary 
evidence Jai,l before him. The report wa' too 
long· to read to the Committee ; bnt when he 
got it he could scarcely credit it. He had 
t>~ken the opportunity of visiting the 13risbane 
V alley line himself for the first time that 
day week. He had followed the line through 
fmm end to end, and he wonlcl tell hnn. rnemLers 
what he found. He found that the line as it was 
now- he might tell hon. members of the Com­
mittee that the line was taken out of the hands 
of the contmctors within three weeks after the 
line was opened for traffic. It was taken out of 
their hands becnnse it was in bad order-the main­
tenance was taken out of their hnll(ls first. 
and the line then taken out of their hand~ 
altogether. ]t was in bud order, there "as no 
qne:;;tion about that; and it was not in g-ood otder 
now, though he belieYed it was in Letter order 
than when it was taken over. \Vhat did he 
find? He found that the line-as that engineer 
to whom he had referred ,;tated in his report-was 
not the line the contractors agreed to conbtruct. It 
was not the ::-:nn1e linf'. Theengineerwhofl:e opinion 
he had given waR a rnan of ~~mne erninence in 
hi.s profes.Hion, and \YU.R al::;o a ruan of expel'ience. 
He had been employed Ly the contractor not to 
make a biassed report, but to report upon what 
he snw. He compnrecl the line with the clocu­
mentflry evidence submitted to him-the l•lan 
of the line and tht· correspondence that had 
passed bebYeen the contractors and the I~ngineer's 
Department. In the first place the bm1ks, accord­
ing tn contract, were to be 1~1 feet, and it c~n1ld lH:~ 
proYed hy eYidencc from the Rnilwny Depart­
ment that the contractors were actually pre­
vented frun1 rnaking then1 nwre tban 13 feet, 
as if it was not to the ad Yantnge of the Govern­
ment to nmke them as broad as l!l>ssihle. The 
curves, to which the l\finister for \Vorks had 
referred so often, had to he put in as they were 
on the plan. A great n,any of them were four­
chain curves-not 1mrabolic curves, such as 
l\1r. Ballard put in iu the Korth, when he put 
in fnnr-chfl;in rnryes~the;v WBrr cirrnlar cnrves, 

In the early part of the contract some difficulty 
aroRe about gettiug balla::;t, and l\Ir. S1nith was 
in charge during the absence of the preHent 
Chief Engineer. A certain kind nf ballast which 
was produced by the contractor was rejected by 
cHr. Smith, and a certccin other kind of ballast, 
very similar to the first but a little better in 
quality, wccs accepted b~- :\Ir. Smith upon a 
reduction of 15 per cent. upon the con­
tract price. JHr. Smith made a mistake in 
accepting that bnllast at all, and he was 
quite certr1in the :Enginner-in-Chief made a 
111iRtake in accepting any of it-it wrts evidently 
nu error of judgment. He (Hon. J. l\I. 
l\fncrosstm) went ·to the quarry where that 
balbst came from, and he would ne\'er have 
acceJ•ted it. It was simply imlumted clay, 
which would undoubtedly go when the first wet 
weather came on. The fact was, the rain would 
dis"'lve that ballast. :Mr. Stanley took the 
ballast which l\1r. Smith had rejected at "' 
reduction of 15 per cent. upon the contmct 
price, and he took the ballast which l\Ir. 
Smith hc>cl accepted at a reduction of 
1i5 per cent. at a reduction of n per cent. upon 
the contract price. There was another kind of 
ballast-sandstone-ballast-certainly not good 
bnllast. but far better than the ballnst which 
w:ts nccepted, as it would stand the weather 
well-and that balbst \vas entirely rejecte<l. He 
did not know whether it was rejecter! by l\[r. 
Stanley or by his subordinate, but it was 
entirely rejected. There were 12,000 or 13,000 
yards of thF ballnst of which he "Jloke put into 
thnt line, ancl a quantity of ballast from Bun­
clanbn, and some san<htone lmllast taken from 
higher up the line. Kext he came to the alteration 
of the line. \Vhen the line was open for trnffic 
it wns found, immediately the traffic began to 
run around those four-chain curves, that the 
wretched rolling-stock would not go round the 
cur\'es. The stock either went off the road, or 
made n road to suit itself. That was the result, 
and the only result that could be expected from 
their wretched rolling-stock. Every time a train 
\vent over one of the curves the curve was dragged 
over, in son1e cases, as n1uch as eight or ten 
inches. Several times the trnin went off the 
line along~dde. He did not know how n1any 
times that occurred, but he was positively certain 
of four times. The ballast which had been 
accepted, and for which the contractor was, there­
fore, not nny longerre,ponsible, bec:une mud, and, 
bet;veen the inferior ballast and those curves, 
the line could not be kept in running order. 
The contractors had men employed there doing 
their Le~t, and as fast as every train went over 
tho~.e curves the men set to work to put the line 
into its place again. It was reported to the 
Chief Engineer's 1 lepartment that the line wns 
ball and unsafe for traffic. and it wns undoubtedly 
bad, hut thcot was the fr;ult of the engineer and 
the bc>d b>tllast. The line was taken out of the 
hands of the contractors, and the Government 
actually rut out all those curves, and flattened 
thern out to sixRchain and ~even-chain curves, and 
rnany of the1n ,,~ere reverse curves, which rnacle 
the matter even worse. He had no hesitation 
in saying that a very small nclditional expenditure 
on the liue would have enaLlecl the cnrve.s on the 
upper part of the line to hnve been left out, 
with the exception of two curves of very large 
rrl.llius. In addition to cutting out the mines, 
the Government took out the bad bnllast from 
under the ends of the sleepers nnd put in other 
ballast, und every brmk almost witho11t exception 
was made fifteen feet wide, and all that was done 
by the Railway Department nnder the pretence 
of nmintaining the line at the expense of 
the contractorR. Now, that gentlerr1an was 
cnllerl upon to decide on tl1at particubr case 
H!'der the 40th clanse ilf the conrliti,·n~. 
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He (Hon. J. M. MacroRsan) asked the 
hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern­
ment whether it was natural justice to put that 
officer in the position of judge'! He (Hon. J. ~I. 
JV[acrossan) thought it was not. There were 
many other matters in connection with that line 
which were really a disgrace to the :B;naineer's 
Department; and which had never been brcnwht 
under the notice of the Minister for 1-Vorks · Lut 
he did not wish to weary the Committee.' He 
knew that the Minister had been on the line 
on_ce! hut thoug·ht that was all, and the Com­
mrsswner had also been over the line once. The 
di.sgracefnl correspondence that hnd tnken phwe 
in connection with the line, if laid before the hon. 
the Pren1ier, would, he wa.~ quite certain, ea. use 
that hon. gentleman to make an inquiry into the 
?onduc~ of the whole Railway Dep<trtment, and 
1f he d1d he would finrl that it was in a dis­
organised am! demoralised state. Some ho~. 
members had spoken about cliques that after­
noon, ancl he could tell the Committee that there 
were cliques of incaprtule men in th<tt dep<trtment 
who oug-ht to he cleared out. Hut he would 
give another in~tance of their Llunderinu 
on the Brisl1>we Vnlley line, near the particuJO:~ 
place where all tho"e cunes were cut ont 
or. flatte:1ed. T~1e original drawingR showed n, 
br1dge wrth five 20-feet <~peni?trs. Subsequently 
another wa~ ~dded, ntalnng s1x oveningrt, l"~~our 
of those opemngs had been filled in by the GoY­
ernment, and the slopes of the banks actnally 
~Jverlapped e>teh other at the two centl·e open­
mgs. 1-Vhether there wfls ever any use for such a 
bridg: he did not pretend to say ; hut if there 
Was 1t shon]u have l.Jeen left, and the openill!fS 
should not have been filled in. That was 
another instance of the engineer'R blunderinu. 
And all those things were laid on the contra~­
tors; they had to hear the brunt of it 
and they must submit to it. According t<; 
the 40th clause of the conditions, they could 
not. go. to law- th_ey ~ou~d not appeal to 
arb1tratwn. The Ch1ef Engmeer was the final 
judge of the whole case, and at the same time he 
himself was responsible for all the blundering 
There were other lines that he (Hon. J. M. l'vhc: 
rossan) knew of which were equally bad and in 
connection with which the conduct of tl;e Chief 
}<;ngineer had been worse than in that particular 
c~s.c, hut he (Hon .• T. M. lVIacrossan) had not 
vrs1ted them as he had clone the Brisbane V alley 
Railway. 1-Vhat did all that prove? It proved 
that the Government could not in natural 
jnstice-to use a phrase of the hon. the Premier 
-refuse any demand made upon them. And if 
they believed that report which he held in his 
hand, <tnd which he had verified ; and if they 
believe<! the st<ttements which he had made 
<tbout the Sandgate line which were in evidence; 
and if they asked l\Ir. Thorneloe Smith for his 
opinion CIS to the ability of the gentlemen placed 
m charge of the construction of the Sa.nd"ate 
line, they must admit that a.n inquiry should be 
made i:-rto th:o working of the Rail way Depart­
lr_rent m Bnshane. If a thorough investiga­
tiOn were made they would fiml that it 
wanted complete reorganisation. It was an 
Augean stable. l<'rom the <lay the Brisbane 
Valley contract WCIS entered into up to within 
two months of the line being taken m·er by the 
G-ove_rnr:1cnt, fr~sh orders were being is~med by 
the Rarlway Department, fresh works and 
alterations were being made as if there h<tcl 
been no line designed at first, as if the engineer 
were 1naldng the line as he \Vent along. He 
would like to hear what the Premier had to say 
on the subject. He thought the hon. gentlenmn 
must think a little more serimtsly upon that now 
than he did when he (Hon .• T. M. Macrossan) 
heg<tn his speech, and when the hon. gentle­
!)11111 S!\i(\ ~he fl)(tl'i\ east nf ~he f>,\ndgate 

line was the result of blse economy. It 
was not false economv. It was the result 
of the action of th8 engineer, who was 
restricted to a secoml-class line at a cost of 
£4,000 per mile, but who went in for a first-class 
line at £G,OOO per mile, which lmd now been 
increased to £1-l. 000. The contractor had a 
gentleman over him who allowed him extras, as 
the hon. member for Fortit11<le Valley lmcl stated, 
to the tmwunt of about £17,000, nearly half the 
origirml contract. The sketch plan he held in 
his hand was a sketch of the curves on the 
Brisbttne Y alley line which haLl been cut 
out, and showeLl the bridge of which he spoke 
where the openings hac! been filled in. It 
was almoc;t in the centre of those curves. He 
had often heard it a "ked why engineers were so 
fond of rnaking curves, and he thought the 
~pswer given would apply in tlutt c:1se -

Because curves are so u1uch 1nore beautiful 
than stmight lines." He had been tolcl that on 
many of their lines the first thing the Govern­
ment ought to do when the railways were taken 
over from the contractors was to cut out the 
beautiful curves nmde by the Chief Engineer. 
At any rate, he thought their practical experience 
showed them that the kind of curves which 
ought to be put in were tl1e parabolic curVOK 
adopted by 2\Ir. Bnllarcl on the J'\orthern line. 

The PRJ<:JVIIER said he had listened \Yith 
great interest to the hnn. mernber for Towns~ 
ville, who had given the Committee a great deal 
of information, nearly all of which was news to 
hhn. lhuing the court-ie of the hon. n1ernber's 
speech he interjected in reference to the low 
cost of the construction of the Sandgate line 
that it was fttlse economy, and he thought 
so still. \Vhen a line was built to carry 
certain traffic on conditions which \Hmld not 
allow it to carry that traffic, it must be 
altered, and the alterations sometimes cost 
more than the original line; and he lwlieved a 
great part of the extra cost of the SC~mlgate 
line was from that canse. The hon. gentlenmn 
asked why so many curves shonld he put into 
lines of railway. He fancied a priori the reason 
was that the engineer was hound to keep clown 
to a certain amount per mile, without RO much 
regard to the length of the line. In such 
a case there was a great objection to cut­
tings, and a preference for keeping to the 
surface as much Cls possible. A surbce line uf 
twenty n1ileR with a great rnauy curves would cost 
very little per mile; and a line between the s<tme 
IJla,ces, ten or tvvelve n1iles long, though co~ting 
more peer mile, might cost less for the total line, 
and infinitely less for working· expenses an b 
m:tintenance. He believed that railways could be 
built much cheaper in the colony; but he did not 
know whoRe fault it was tlmt they were so costly. 
During the short time he was l'v1inister for \Vorks, 
he tried what he could do in that direction, but 
he had not had time to effect his object. The hem. 
member for Townsville also tried tu do a great 
deal in that way, but he had not been very 
succesRful, seeing that a grettt 1nany errors at 
present con1plained of can1e into exi~tence under 
his a<lministration. The hem. gentleman had 
told the Committee some startling thing-s in con­
nection with the Brishane Valley line, and he 
(the Premier) should like to see the line, a,nd 
have an inquiry made into the rwttter. No 
doubt the Minister for \Vorks would see that " 
full inquiry was made. He could not at present 
express a pronounced opinion, becanF<e he had 
heard only one side, hut when the Government 
were in possession of Clll the facts they wonld not 
hesitate to do what was right in connection with 
the matter. 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS saicl the hon. 
membe.r for l\Tulgraye hlV} ~tccused thfl Govern~ 
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ment of getting rid of ::VIr. Smith because he was 
a friend of his, and that was the most miserable 
reason bP had ever heard frmn anyone. He bad 
no hostile feeling to the hon. member hirm;elf. 
l\t[r. Sndth~;-; services were dispen"'ed. with beco::t.nse 
they "·ere nnt rer[uired. The hon. member for 
Townsville had found fault with the expeuse of 
the depa.rtment; but, now thev cmne to an 
insta.nce of economy, fault wa;')· fonud a.gain. 
'I'here was a. chief engineee, ~t deput:v ellginPer, 
and a, rL•siclent eniSineer; and he had cmne to the 
conclnsion that the services of the deputy 
engineer were not require(l, ~ne\ that the 
office mwht to be aholi.shed. During- the 
whole of the time ::Vlr. Smith had been 
in the service of the (jovenuuent he had 
mwer availed himself of the Civil Sm·vice Act by 
conb·ibuting to the supera.nnnation fuurl; a.nd 
why Khould tht~ Gnvennnent rna.ke pruvi:..:ion for 
hin1 11nw? There vnts not a Ring le in~ta.nce of an 
ol!iem· who h>tJ not contributed to that fund 
receiving n retiring <1llowauce fr·mn the Uovern­
ment ; and why shonld JVIr. Smith? Tf thnt 
offieer'~ Rervic~H ha.tl bet:n dii:ipen~ed \-rith yea.r~ 
ago it wonld havu been rnnch better fol' the 
colony. \Yith 1·eference to the 1:brylJOr<·•ugh 
and Uynl]Jie line, nu Governn1ent could pof-,:·dbly 
have refr;:tined frmn ta.king the af'tion tnken 
by the pre,,ont Government. ''dr. Smith 
\Vas J~esident Engineer; and b~r tbe tirue the 
line was completed he was Chief l"ngineer, 
the sole .i ndge of the work conclomne<l by 
hiruile!f. He was satbfied that if nnv similar 
c:cse were pointed out he should be pre'p:tred to 
do the very ::;a1ne thing. He did not knu\v an:v­
hing about the Hrisba1w Valley Railway. It 

appeared to be full of curves, lmt he umlerst(JOd 
that it was built exaetlv '" the hon. member 
fol' Townsville wished, 'tlw .. t gentlernan being 
l\I.inister for \Y orks at the time. The hon. 
gentlmnan iihtructcd the Chief J~ngineer 
to bnild n railway for a certain sum, and 
that offieer had to gerrymander »bout to do 
so. ::\fot only that, but the curves were 
three-chain curves, and when the rolling-stoek 
came round them the wheels locked in the raih, 
and they were thrown off the line in nmny 
instances. lie n]v: ays understood the hon. Dl€111-

her for TownBville to be the father of that line. 
Then there was the H arrisville line, in the con­
struction of which the hon. gentleman tied the 
Chief Engineer down to a CPrt~tiu price. Fie 
(the Minister for \\' orks) had never believed 
in cheap rail wCLys, but had always looked 
upon thetn a:-; the nw~t costly in the end. 
They could not carry a load, and the cm"e· 
<jnence wa,; that freights hac[ to be raised. 
'rhe Preulier wuH ~lini.-,ter for \VorkR oncr-. 
a.nd he \Vas goiHg to corh.:truct cheap raihv~cty~ -; 
he believed the hon. ruember WtLR going to 
try his hand <tt Townsville. The northern line 
cro.-.<ed a range; and he (the l\linister for \Vmks) 
had a kam of lmllocks that would take '' 
bigger load up that range than a. locon1otive. 
The lion. member for TownsYi!le seemed to be 
so rernm·kaLly well acquainted with the railw»y 
that he thought the hon. gentlernan runst have 
been a p'utner in its construction. He <li<l not 
say the hon. gent1enw .. n had been so; but it was 
a runwur, anLl frmu the a.rnonnt of kn()\vledge 
that gentleHlan :-;howecl of tho baras1-iing and 
annoyance the conteactors received, he thought 
there might be some truth in the rumour. Of 
course if the hon. gentle1nan S[dcl "No" he vvonld 
have to accept his denial. 

llfr. ARCHER said the hon. member for 
Townsville had not said anything at all. The 
l\fini.ster for \Vorks sftid he had heard a rumour; 
but pl"O!Jftbly the h<m. gentleman picked it up 
frtJlll sowe per:-)nn, ancl took tlw npportnnity of 
],ringing it out in thctt Couunittee. He really 
conld wJt have believed such a thing lmLl he n<;t 

heard it, and possibly the hon. gentleman did not 
know how utterly contemptible such an assertion 
was. He could tell the hem. gentleman another 
thing about cheap milway lines. He hD,d gone up 
the Fassifern line with "'much larger load than 
any team of bullocks could have taken up th,ct 
range ; but in constructing the line upon that 
system they had got it open for traffic eighteen 
months before they otherwise would. If they 
hacl »n engineer like Mr. Ballard to build rail­
wa;vs, they would ha> e found that those 
cnnes referred to would uot have had to 
hcwe been altered, a.ud no ea.rriages wmdd 
have jumped off the line, m1d he would have 
seen that the work was properly done. Mr. 
Ballard had proved that it was possible to 
to nutke good cheap Jiue!:'. No other rnan could 
haYe made as cheap a line over tlmt frightful 
conntry between the vVestwoocl mrd the llawson 
a' he did. Bnt it could not luwe been done if 
they had not 8lllployed a propm· man to do it. 

The Hox. ,J. ::\L ::VIACROSSAK said that if 
the hon. gentleman was not satbfied with the 
correctness of the return which wns issued by 
the Victorian (i-nvernrnent he sh~)uld go do\vn 
for a few weeks anrl satisfy himself. The 
line::; there were on the :) feet;~ inch gauge, while 
those in llneenshnd were only :3 feet G incl1es ; 
so that a line cotlting £4,000 there in Rirnilar 
country should be made here for £3,000. He had 
tried to make cheap railways, and had trie<l to 
economise on behalf of the colony, but he found, 
unfortunately, that he had not men to deal with 
who could do it ; lmt there \nwe n1en who 
conl(l do it if the G-CJvernrllent chose to e1n ploy 
them. There were hon. memhers in thnt Com­
rnittee who knew a.~ nnwh about the Bri~lntno 
Valley line as he did, with the exception 
that he bad travelled over it ; but so far as 
documentary proofs were concerned hon. gentle­
men knew as much about it as he did. vVlmt 
the hon. gentleman had heard about him he did 
not know ; he could not say he did not care, 
becauMe no rnan could l:las that. Thnt rurnour 
was untrue, and the ho;1. gentleman knew it 
was untnu', and he should nut hm·e mentioned 
it when he did not believe it. One of the con­
tractors was his pttrtner now in 1.\-.-evv South 
\Vales; but it did not folluw that he was his 
partner then. 

Mr. ::YlACDONALD-PATEltSUX said he 
thought that some of the mistakes that had arisen 
in connection with the so-called cheap lines h»<l 
ari,;en from the heads of tlw department. The 
J\Iiuister for vVurks for the time being had always 
il1.siHted upon his engineer n1aking a line at so 
much per mile. He thoroughly believed in the 
principle ad vucat0d by rnany eugint:m'"' i11 the old 
world, and adopted by ::\Ir. Ballnrd. The :En­
gineer for Hnilwn~~s \\'as i11strncted to go frun1 one 
point to another point at the eheapest total oUill, 

and not go ::;urvcying a.ncl rneandering all uver tbt-J 
country to find acheaproute. The man who would 
construct a line fnnn Bri::;ba.ne to Sanclga.te in 
ten miles for £30,000 was a bettPr man than " 
n1an who would take the line a. longer d.iHtance 
for £2,000 ]Jer mile. The instructions should be 
totally reverse<!, and I'm·liament should know 
the different routes that might be taken, and the 
anwunt for ench. The rate per 1nile wa~ nHmt 
deceiving- to the public am! to P:trlianwnt, and 
he lutd nu sympathy with the engine<e>· who tried 
to go fron1 Bri~Lane to Gyn1pie, or frmu 
vYarwick to St. Genrge, at a low rate per mile if 
he increased the distance thereby. He should 
always support an engineer who built a r»ilway 
from point to point, u,t the lowest groes sum. 

The HoN. .T. J\L MACROSSAl\ said the 
engineer ga\'e his (J\J:l1 e-;tin1ate of the coRt of the 
line; he wa.-; told to rna.ke a chen,p li11e, a-nd he pro­
duceLl his own estinmtes, aml the ostinmte for the 
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Bri,hane yalley line was nertrly £4,000 per mile, 
tmd the estnnate for the ~nnd;:;ate lino""'" £3,000. 
He lmd proof thnt Mr. B<tllard otfered repe:tt<;<lly 
tn make a line <tt £3,000 per mile; >tnd why shmt!d 
not J\lr. Stanleybe asked to do what :\lr.l::bllarcl 
had offered to do? A' for his tellin'" the en­
gineer he was not to go here nor there, 'the thing 
was. preposterous. The engineer en1plo:n:-d hii" 
Rtaff of Rnrreyors to do tht:~ work and he w::tH 
re;ponsible; he (Hon .• J. :VI. Mttcrossan) was 
only a layrnn-n, and the engineer and hi::-5 titaJf 
were prnfes.··donal rnen. 

Mr. ~:\LKELD stti<l that he lmppened to 
kn<>w that a great deal of \dutt had been said 
lJy the hem. n1en1ber for Townsville, about the 
lhislmne V>tlley fJranch e<yecially, trne. 
Unnearly 8Yery tnp smnetlnng w~nt \\Tong. He 
went up there once to Hee the line, and waR told 
before he ,;tartecl tlnt there would be some hitch 
and it did happen thn.t on going rou1ul one of 
ttw curves. they were (lelayed for f.\onle 
tnne. A hi tle more expenditnre would have 
been \velllaid nut on thof:e ~h::up curve~. 'l,here 
was very little sense clioplaved in fixing the oite 
of the statiOn at Lowood. He lmd been informed 
by one of the officers that it was onl v intended 
for a ten1porary station, and as Anon ~a~: aw~ther 
section nf the line 1n<s opened it would not be 
~lRed.. The tenninn~ wa.-; at the very bet->t pbce; 
Just at " bend of the Brish:me Hi1 er. aml the 
nearest pbce for the tratlic that c:tm~ in from 
the back plains. There w:m a dense scrub, which 
was all taken np and settled by agrienltnrlstH. 
But the dRpartnwnt did "' little for the rliotrict 
t'hat they put the :-;tation on thu ·wrong f.:ide. 
There was only OJIP wrmtg; :::,id_c, aud the depart­
ment nnnag-ed to finrl it. Besides that, they 
put the table that tnrne<l the en;:;ines on the 
\\Tong side. }le wa::; infonned tha,t fnr that 
rea~:-~on the e.ng-iue"l could only ~·o in one wa.y; 
they had to go ju one way and con1e tHlt another. 
Tf they went in the reverse wa.y they went off 
the line. 'rhen there WR.K a" laro:e arnonnt 
of timber there, and the place

0 

occupied 
by the table ong-ht to have been devoted 
to l1 timber station. \Vhen he heard that 
the station was going to lJe put there, he 
could not believe that anyone who knew any­
tlung at all about the district would do such a 
thing. lie die] uot rnake inquirie.-;, be('.ause he 
thought it waH nn1i~~-takc, but a.b(mta \Yeek orten 
days afterw:trd., he was told that the station v:as 
J:tei~Jg built. 1\ine-twentieths-·yes, forty-nine­
fiftieth.s--of the tratlic came from the south-west 
llllClwent in on theotheroide. Them were not half­
:t-dozen farmers on the station side· but on the 
other Bide right up to (-i-randchester' there \Va.s a 
largenurnher of farn1er:-;, and they had to go round 
abunt a mi1e ll!ld a-half to cross a brido·e to aet 
to the st<ttion. He believed there was ~ tirnb~r­
stage on that side ;ww. He thought snch nti~­
take,s as he had pomted out ought to be avoide,l; 
there was no excuse for them. It did not 
require any engineering skill to decide 1na.tters 
of that kinrl. He was <1nite sure t1ny of the 
settlers there would have been able to "ive 
iufornmtion on the subject ; and the officer~ of 
the department might easily have a.scertainecl 
where the tratlic was likely to come fr<>m. It was 
well known that other stt1tions had had to be re­
moved, and that would have to be remoYed too 
T~a.t involYed PXpens.P, of course, n.nd tboR~ 
thmgs therefore should be avoided. He believed 
there was >' great deal of truth in what harl 
been sn.1cl about the hadnes.s of the line-the 
engineering pa.rt of the line. l(nowing that 
th9 Sandgate, South Bri~bane, FaRsifm:n, and 
Brmbane V<tlley lines were initiate<] l>v the 
hon. member for Town.svillf', he (:\lr. ~,;lkeld) 
hwt wondered why the hou. mclllher did 
not o;ee t>,hout them before; but the lwn. 
member had exphinecl that he was uot t1n 

engineer, and he expected the engincrr::; to 
attend to all thttt. He (.'1-[r. ~alkeld) was quite 
sm·e that tlw l3l'islmne Valley and the Fa'8ifern 
lines wonld ha Ye to be re-nttule; they wonhl not 
be nble to carry the tmltic in eig·ht or ten years. 
On the l•'assifern line if there we:·e threcl or fonr 
Wtt~"(r:m-loads a train could not get up the 
incfi~1es. 

The Hox .• J. C.L MACROSSAN sttid the 
111a~~iferu line wa,s made as a..n experiment, as 
lllORt hon. ntcn1ber.'3 kne\v at thu tiulU, and it waR 

certainly built at a very chcapmte. He )Je!ieved 
the gmdes were 1 in :iO; bnt that wao not at all 
unu:-;n:1.ol in New South \Vales. 'I'here were a 
g;nod 1nany plet.ce.s there \VherB there \Vere very 
long graclps of 1 in :JO ancl 1 in :{0. Of coln.se 
they were proper lines and bigg·er engine~. 

:\[r. N"OHTON said the Minister for \Yorks 
st>ttecl tlmt }!r. Thorneloc SmitlJ did not receive 
:-tuy a1lowance ,vhon he \v-as got rid of, 1Jecau;-;e he 
ha.rl ne\ er been crmnect.~:Kl with the Civil Service, 
and had neYer contributed to the fund. But''""" 
he ever in a position to do that ? His was 
not a fixed appointment like that of the Chief 
Engineer. lle \vas paid out of Loan, and 
thong·h he wa_,., twenty yt':tr~ in the r;ervice 
he wa,s never rnore than a. 1-:lupenlnnu;I·:try. A 
:-q~pen11nnerary could nut contribute to the fund. 
He (::\Ir. Norton) know that he !llade com­
pbints that he could not, by making cnntrilm­
tion" to the fnnd, insure to hiu1."elf a retiring 
allowance. He hoped the h.m. meml>cr would 
in(juire into the matter, and see if what he (::\[r. 
Norton) ht~d "aiel w'" the CliHC. Tf oo, then he 
hoped the hnn. member wonld do tlmt justice 
which the case demande<l. );ow, he shonld like 
b) :-;ny a. wonl with rega.r<t to the appointlnent of 
n.rLitra.tor in the Anuear case. The eng-ineer <,f the 
line staterl thttt the work was ,;upervised by the 
gentleman to whorn ::tfterward" wa~ subrnitted 
the final decision-the gentleman who finally 
cleciclcd with regard to the first section of the 
line. \Vas that not :i\lr. Stanley '? If he (:Mr. 
Xorton) \VL1S not ver,y 1nuch rni.-;taken, thn,t first 
section \va.s carried out, and the final arrange~ 
n1ents were n1ade by :LV[r. St<tnley, and clainu-; 
were settled by him before he went home. Yet, 
in spite of the fact that the final vouchers had 
been signed by the contractor without protest--

The :\UNISTJ,;l{ FOR WORKS: Xo. 
Mr. NORTON: If th:tt was nut the case the 

hon. gontlenutn had nmde an incorrect :-;tateruent 
in that House. Some time since he pnt a ques­
tion to the hon. gentleman--whether the con­
tmctors had signed the final vouchers for that 
section. The rep!~- was that they had, aml the 
hon. gentlen1an referred hin1 to the corre~pon~ 
dence that h<td been published. Tlmt w:" ttll he 
(}fr. Korton) knew of the cr'"e. He had heard 
it before, on what was supposed to be the very 
be.,t authority, and he believed it was a nmtter 
of protest some time aftennmk At tiny rate, the 
position wa.s not the ~au1e a.K the po.sition with 
regard to the first section, bec,mse there the case 
"rts not changed hy :\Ir. Thorneloe Smith, to 
whom the matter was referred. 

:ur. )c::'\N"EAR said he wished to s:ty a few 
words in answer to the hon. gcntlemlln. ~All the 
questions were not submitted to :\lr. Stanley. 

Mr. NORTO=": They <lllght to have been, 
then. 

:\fr . .ANNEAR st~icl, '" far as his firm wtts 
concerned they never lunked to i'>ir. \Yade as an 
arbitrator at all, but as Chief Engineer. One of 
the claims he cleeided wa' for the maintenance of 
the line owing to the delay in the construction 
nf the .Antignn l)ridge on the fir~t Nixteen-nlile 
section. :\Jr. \Varle decided tl!at the rlclay was 
caused by t.he altemtion; in the pbno, twd 
gave an a\vard fur the nudntenance of that 
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line for, he thought, eighteen or nineteen months. 
The hon. leader of the Opposition lmd said it 
looked as if it was hecan~e his (1\Ir. Annear's) 
firm was friendly to the Government that 1\fr. 
\Vade was got up. All he could say was, that 
the gentleman who occupied the position of 
Speaker in the last Parliament had no more con­
sistent supporter in 1\faryborongh than he was, 
F:o long w; he prufessed tho creed now profest>ed 
by the gentlemenoccupyingtheTre:1snry benches; 
but when ~fr. l{ing gave uv thoHe principles he 
(1\Ir. "'umoar) with<lrew his support in frwour of 
a gentlemt~.Jll \\Tho carne forward on the side of 
the present Govenunent. He was very rnuch 
pleased with the speech of the hon. merrl her for 
Townsville, and he could sympathise with him ; 
for after the treatment his firm had rec<•ived 
he could believe that almost anything would 
be done to worry and harass a contrnctnr in 
every way. His firm employed, as a totally 
disinterested party, a gentleman who had been 
engaged on the 1\'Iount lJ:sk Railway, and 
he measured twelve miles of the No. 1 section. 
That measurement showed something like 
1,5GO y:trds in excess of what they h:td been 
Jmid for. That ballast was put there by 
them, and was paid for by them, but up to the 
present time they had never been paid for it. 
He would point out one or two of the claims, 
and appealed to the leader of the Opposition, who 
waf.:. an engineer, and to the 60orl. Rense of the t\vo 
gentlemen who hacl been ::VIinisters for \Vorks, 
whether his st<tternent was not true. \Vhen a 
section of the \V estern Raihv:ty taken by ::\Ies:ors. 
BaBhforcl and Thorn, wa:'i under construction, 
they were refused the use of g-r:wel ballast. The 
gravel w:ts sent to all the Chief Engineers south, 
who decided that 1\Ir. Smith wrts wrong; and the 
gravel ballast was allowed to be used. \Vhen 
his firm took the second section of the Gympie 
R"ilway they knew where there was a beautiful 
qmury of gravel ballast, hut Mr. Smith would 
not allow it to he used. He (.Mr. Annear) was 
confident that it was better gravel than he 
had seen on other rail ways ; and he went in 
company with several of their own and the 
Governrnent officers, and broke do\vn some of 
the ballast before their face. About 4 cwt. of it 
was pnt in a box without screening, nniled up in 
their presence, rtnd sent off under shipping 
receipt to the Chief Engineer. They got a 
!otter from the Chief Engineer, saying that he 
approved of the sample, and they started uoing 
the gr:wol. \Vhen 1\Ir. Smith came he askerl hy 
whose or·ders they were using that gravel ballast, 
and when he was shown the letter from the Chief 
1!~1~gineer he :said, "I do not care for twenty 
Stanleys," and ordere<l that the gravel should 
not be user!. \Vhen :Nir. \Vade went to examine 
that gravel he said in pre,ence of J\Ir. Depree, 
l\1r. :VIcGhie, and others, that he never saw 
better materi:tl for ballast. There were 20,000 
yards of that gravel lying there, and eYery onnce 
of it would, he was sure, be used for the Kilkivan 
Railway. There was another claim, which was 
disallowed by Mr. \V ad e. There was a bridge 
at Dm:hamboy, 1,400 feet long, the highest part 
of whrch was 7 feet from the ground. The 
sawn sle(~per~, D inches Ly 5 inches, \Vere only 
2 feet from centre to centre, so that the bridge 
was almost all timbered over. They had 500 
men employed ; the locomotive was in full 
swing, the ballast men were at work, the 
permanent way was all going on, when 1\Jr. 
Smith stopped the work because the foot-boards 
were not nailed on the bridge ; a thing which was 
never known to be clone before the permanent way 
was placed. The reason given was that th"e 
lives of the rnen \vere in (lrrnger, although the 
bridge was almost timbered over; and if a man fell 
it woul<l be for only a distmlCe of se,·en feet, and 
on to soft swampy grouml. In their case justice 

had not been done. They sent in their bill for 
£2G,OOO, and that money was honestly owing to 
his partner and himself. He might say that 
:VIr. \V arle never touched the Antigua Bridge at 
all. \Vhile on the subject of hridges he 
might point out that, while Mr. Stanley was 
absent in England, J\fessrs. Fountain and Com­
pany were at work for ~\velve n1onths on a single 
cylin<ler of the Burrum l~ridge trying to get rock ; 
but when Mr. Stanleycame back he told Mr. Smith 
tlutt there was no occasion to rertch the rock, so 
long as the cylinder would stand a weight of 
fifty tons without deflection. They started the 
next cylinder and finished it in nine days, and 
then they got two pairs down in a fortnight. The 
great loss to his firm was the delay over the 
~-\._ntigua Bridge. It 'vas only sixteen n1ile~ fro111 
1\1aryborough, and the line was sixty-one miles. 
The dny the last rail was laid in Gym pie, the last 
rivet was put in that bridge. They sent in a claim 
which hon. members would see in the papers. He 
never expected to be drawn from obscurity and 
held up as such a nefarious character as he must 
b8 if all that was said w;1s true. It was a long time 
before he would want to have any more to do with 
railways under the Queensland authorities, if 
he was to be treated as he had been treated 
before. He could sympathise with the hon. 
member for Townsville. He had hertrd a great 
deal about the Brisbane V>tlley line, and if the 
curves ha<1 to be altered and the banks removed, 
the conotruction of the line must have been bad 
at the beginning. Beftire t:iitting do\vn he 
should like to sa\' that the 40th clnuse of 
the conditions, abc)ut which the deputation had 
waited upon the ::\Iinister last week, ought 
to be wiped out altogether, for no man, whether 
in !rtw or in equity, should he the judge 
of his own wrong or his own incornpetence. 
He hoped the hon. gentleman would see the 
neressity of meeting the wishes of the contrac­
tors in the same way as they had been met in 
Victoria and K ow South \V ales. He had no 
desire to say anything harsh of any of the gen­
tlemen connected with the Rail way Department. 
He had had his share of them and hoped he 
would never have anything more to do with thew. 
He could earn his liYing quite independently of 
them. 

Question put and passed. 
The :MINISTER :FOR \VORKS moved that 

the sum of £222,490 be granted for the Southern 
and \Ve,tern Hailway. He would point out 
as he lutd done before, with reference to 
the Engineer of :Existing Lines, that a new 
department had been created. J\Ir. Cross was 
previously .Resident Engineer at £GOO a year, 
and his salary was to be increased by £200. The 
Assistant Engineer was previously p'aid from 
Loan. The chief clerk who was put down on the 
I~stimates had not yet been appointed, and all 
the other officers were transfers, so that there was 
no additional expense. In the Traffic Department 
there wa,; an increase of £100. 'fhe clerk in charge 
of trains had his salary raised from £300 to £32f>, 
and the clerk from £275 to £300. The cashier's 
salarywn,salwincreased by£50. Therewasannm­
ber of additional station-masters; five additional 
assistants, five additional clerks, sixteen ad­
clitiomtl guards and pointsmen, watchmen, gate­
keeperR, etc., arnounting in the aggrega,te to 340 
additional men. In the Locomotive Department 
there \Vere additional engineers, enginmnen, fire­
rnen, fitters, turners, nnd n1oulders nun1bering 
400 men. In the Store Department there was one 
additional clerk at £60; and, of course the ex­
tension of the lines necessitated an increase of 
men. 

1\Tr. MACDONALD-PATERSOK said the 
::\Iinister for \V orks did not oay "' word about 
the item of traffic manager. He underc;toocl, 
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before he came to the House, that something 
was Rtated in_ regard to the position of Con1-
missioner for Rail ways and the Traffic l\Iamtger, 
and that there would be an alteration in the 
office. 

The MIXISTER :FOR WORKS: Speak up; 
I cannot hear a word you say. 

Mr. MACDO:"[ALD-PATERSO=" said the 
renmrk of the hon. gentleman gave him an oppor­
tunity of reciprocating that rerJnest, as he was 
very frequently at a lo,;s to unrrerstand what the 
hon. gentlmnan said. Perha.ps he \V::tti becmning 
a little deaf. He would give him credit for being 
deaf, at any rate. \Vhat he was saying wns that 
the item of traffic nmnager had not been referred 
to by the ·Minister for \Vorks. He understood, 
before he entered the House, that some remarks 
were n1ade in reference to the relative positions 
of the Commissioner for Hail ways and the Traffic 
lVIanager. 

The MINISTER FOR WOlliCS said Mr. 
Thallon had acce]Jted the position of Traffic 
:Manager at £GOO a year, the same "alary under 
which he was engaged. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWILUTH: Is he to 
be independent altogether of the Commissioner? 

The }1INISTEH FOH WORKS said the 
Traffic l\'lanager would have the whole control 
over the Traffic Department, but the Commis­
sioner would be the medium of communicati<Jn. 

The HoN. Sm T. l\IciLWRAITH: Is the 
Traffic :Manager to be under th·e Commis~ioner, 
and responsible to the Commissioner? 

The MI?i"ISTER FOR WORKS: Xo. 
The HoN. Sw T. l\IciLWRAITH: I>< the 

Commissioner to be the hearl of the clept~rtment? 
The MINISTER FOil WOllKS said it would 

be utterly impossible for the Minister to do the 
work of the department. vYhatever c01·res­
pondence took place, of course would come 
through the Commissioner, who would forward it 
to the Traffic ::Y[anager for report. It was pro­
vided that if the Traffic i\Ianager wished to have 
direct communication with the JY1inister he mi.cht 
have it. The Commissioner would have no c7,n­
trol over him other than as an under secrett~ry. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: This is 
most extraordinary. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentl.eman said the Commi,sioner would 
have no control over the Traffic lYiana"er. How 
then, was the responsibility divided? " ' 

The MINISTEll FOE WOllKS said the 
Traffic JYia.nager would l1e responsible for his own 
department, and all matters connected with it, 
but whatever communications took place wouhl 
be through the Cmn1nis::;ioner. t;upposing, for 
in~tance, there was a short delivery of goods, as a 
matter of course the Commissioner for Railways 
would be communicated with, and then he would 
forward on the report to the Traffic l\'Ianager. 

Mr. MACDOK ALD-P A TJU\SOX said that 
was just the very thing the Traffic ::\Ianager ought 
to nttend tn. He had no wish to discuss the 
matter just then. 

The l\IIXISTER FOR WORKS said it had 
been state<l over and over again that the CmnlniR­
sioner for Rail ways gave up control of the Traffic 
Department. How was it po"ible for the Traffic 
l\'Ianager to control his department if the Com­
missioner could step in between him and those 
who were under him? The hon. member did not 
know what he was talking about. 

Mr. MACDONALD-l'ATERSON said it 
appeared now that if a m<1n had a complaint to 
make about the non-clehvery of a bag of chaff he 
must coummmcttte with the Commissioner of Rail­
ways ttml not with the head of the Traffic 
De1mrtmeut. Smely it was the Traffic lYianager 

who should be addre8sed under those circum­
stances! lHr. Thallon should have his own st<tff, 
and there :;hould be nothing interposed between 
him and the Minister or the puulic. That 
scheme had never been nrrangccl liy the 1finister 
for vV orb ; it had been devised fur him ; and it 
was reel tape with n vengeance. 

The PHEMTEH said it struck him that what 
the hon. gentleman objected to would he for the 
convenienee of the public. "\.!though the matter 
would be clenJt with by the Traffic }lanagcr it was 
desirable that evm·ythi11g that was going- on in 
the department should be known by the per­
manent hear1. No rlelay would be r\l11secl, because 
comm1mic;ttions of the kind wr,ulcl be simply 
passed over to the Traffic :J.Ian:tger to be dealt 
with. 

The Hox. Sm T. 2\IciL WllAITH said it 
appeared that, :;o far as the public and the 
l\1inister for \VorkR \V ere concerned, the Co1nn1is· 
sinner was to occupy exactly the <.Jmno pot->itiou 
as he did before. The Tmffic Ma11:1ger wos not 
to be allowed to communicate with the ::\iini,;ter, 
because it would be iufm diu. for the Comlllis­
sioner tu be put in that position. 

The JO]{E}IIER : Why not ? 
The Ho:-;. Sm T. JYlciLWHAITH: Becan'e 

the Minister for "\V(l!'ks has jnst told us th"t he 
is not to transact business directly with the 
Minister. 

The }II::'{ISTER FOE WOHKS: I have 
said nothing of the sort. 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. J\'IcJLWHAITH said the 
in1pression left on his Inind wat:\ that u,ny cmn­
rn~ulica.tion bet\veen the Traffic :\la,na.ger and the 
Minister was to he filtmed through the Cmn­
rrn~~,wner. He failed to ~ee ho\v the position of 
the public was bettered by that arrangement. If 
tbe hrm. gentleman intended to withdraw his 
statement, he would gi ,.e him an opportunity for 
further explanation. · 

The ::\IINIST.l'~R FOR WURKS said that 
what he stated was that the Tr:.cffic l\'Ianager 
wnuld have access to the Minister whenever he 
chose. The reason why correspondence affecting­
the Traffic Department would fin;t go to the Con;­
missi,mer, to be by him handed to the Traffic 
:\lanager, was simply to ena!Jl,, the head of the 
depar~ruent to know everything that \Vr1S g·oing 
on. If that wn,s not done grav-e irregularities 
might occur. 

The Hox. Sm. T. MciLWHAITH said thrct 
was red t.npc vdth a vengeance. J\ rn:1n cmu­
phtining· 'lf short delivery hncl to write to tbe 
Cmnn1isi:'\ioner ~t.bout it, tt.nd then the Cmunlis­
sioner wrote to the Traffic .Uianager. 

The 1\IINISTER FOR WOHKS: No; he 
simply forwards the correspondence. 

The JOHEMIEll said one would think the 
hon. member hnd never been in otiice in his life, 
He IIll_ISt know perfectly well th>tt if n complaint 
ca1ne 111 to a.n unclAr secretary-and the Conl­
mi,sioner should be an under secretary-the 
complaint wns simply passed on to the perwu in 
charge of the branch to which the complaint 
referred. There was ·no letter written; the 
under secretary merely opened the letter of 
complaint, and handed it on. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWHAITH said the 
J\Tinister for \V orks first told them tlmt Lhe 
Traffic 11anager was to be entirely indepemlent, 
then that he wets not to be independent, and now 
the Premier had made out a middle scheme by 
which both were to be independent, except thAt 
the Commissioner was to have the privile"e of 
opening the Traffic Manager's letters and hand­
ing then1 on to hinL That 'vaK nonHense. The 
system in vogue at the present time was that the 
Commissioner transacted the lmsiness of the 
Traffic Departwent as far as the Minister and 
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the public were cnncerner1. He never 1Jelicved 
in nmking the Cotnlui:-;Hioner tr:diic ltJa.na:..;-ur, 
:tnd he tolcl the :\Iini,;ter rtt the time he made 
the appnint.n1ont that he harl llUtde a g-reat rni:::;­
take, becctuse ~_[r. H erhert wn~ not a tra.tlic 
rna.nager and did. nnt pretend to be. lie wa.nted 
to know how the public were to be benefited by 
the lie\V n.rrmtgeniCntK that were to l)e rnade ? 

Mr. MTI!<~LEY 8nid, now that a change 
\YaH to be n1ade, the opinion was pretty genera.! 
that the cli;;tiuction between tlHhe two oflice,; 
shonlU he a:;; r-;hn.rply dntwn as po:-5sihle, :1nd the 
dutie.s n,; clearly statorl .md ,]dined :1-s possible. 
He lmrl harl a good deal to do with the Railway 
J)epartment, and he did not ,;~e why, in the 
Hta.tter referrell to~short deli\·ery of guod:::;·­
there shonlcl be mlV nece,;sity fur the inter­
ference of two official~. That was fur the thing 
to be rleferrcrl or delayed. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\loiL\Vll.\ITH: You 
would conlpl'Ollli."e the (levartrnent. 

Mr. CIUDGLEY: Tlmt wao the reason that 
!~ad beeu <tlleged, and it should have weight. 
Say that a. rnan sent rt quantity of goods 
to a certain place. The n1an to wh01n 
the good~ .were ~::;ent al\vays signed for Yvhat 
he got. If anything wa8 rni~~ing it Yva·" 
a matter w hi eh the Ill an at the ,;btion 
.hould report, and it was either for the Cmn­
nli,.,dioner or the Traffic 1.\lnnager to 1nake i.l~­
quiry. Hut let it be the one or the other. He 
hirn,elf had had n chtim a:.;ain,;t the dermrtment 
for wro11,l\" Uuli Y!.)ry of goods for thn la.~t fonr 
ye art', awl he had never been able to get the 
umtter attended to. It wa,; a little matter, :tnd 
he lmd had to gi ,.o the Ha.iJ·,,·ccy Dl'.p:trtmont 
the benefit of it. He meant to let the m:ctter 
olicle. But either the Con1llliN>sioner 01' the 
'J.'raiiic l\lanager shon1d h~t\·e direet dealing~ with 
con~ign•>n; a .. ucl cm1signee:-. -hr~ ... re J>OYYer to 
settle any matter in dispute, and have done with 
it. They were a}>pointing a gentlenutn to the 
office ; let there be ~mno dignity, smne rP;::;:pnnf-'i~ 
bility, and some duties nttaohetl to the o!fcc ; 
and let him be re:;ponsible fm the faithful ami 
cflicient di,;charg-e of tho:;e duties. 

:\lr. SALKEL1J said there seemed to be an 
attempt to concentr:1te everything in the hands 
of the Cmnmissioner. He had been told bv :1n 
otiicer who f<>rmerly wa,; in the clepartrnent'that 
nothing could be done-even the 1llll8t trifbug 
111atter-except throu~h the Coll1lllis::~ioner's 
o!Iice. 1£ a box of pens or :t lmll of twine was 
wanted it could not be g·ot unless by n1ea.nR of a 
certificate frmn the Connnis~ioner. The goodR 
were actna..lly g"nt and U:-:led lmtg before the 
;:Luthority was gi\ en. .And in nw::-;t ca:-;es the 
ore! er lmd to be copied out fourteen or fifteen times. 
That w'1s red tape with a vengeance! 'With a little 
bn.sine~0 ability in the In:tnagement, those things 
should be impo,;sible. Surely they could get a 
Jll~tn to entru;.;t the lmtnagenlt<!nt of the trafftc to 
who ,~,·unld take a::; great an interest in protecting 
the de1Jartnwnt and .-:eeing that it 'IVaK not plun­
dered, '"" the Commissioner for Hailwaye. If 
thev did not, they wnnld drift abont, and the 
result wonlcl be rnore red tape, delayK, cli.ssatis­
faction, gnunbling, aud another change. 

:\'lr. :\I.~CJ<'ARLAX:E s:tid he thought the 
intention of the new scheme wae that the 
1\{iniHter, not lleing in a, po~ition tu ~ee all the 
heads of tlep::~xtmeuts, de~ircd to get a kuo\\·led6e 
of all th<tt waR going on tluongh one hea,<l. }'or 
intitance, the Engineer of Exi:-;ting Lines looked 
after :tll the line,, ancl he was not hampered in 
hi.-; work; but if any clai1n was 1nade <Lgaiu:-;t his 
depa.rt1ne11t it wn,.s uu_tde through the Cmnrni8-
::-:ioner. In the s~tlne wny the rr-raftic }J anager 
wa:-;uot to be h<tn1pered iu any way in the working 
of hiK depa .. rtn1• .. nt ; hnt if H clairu waK IlHtde 

for lo~;c: of guuds or for cmupeusatiun, that detua.nd 

wns to be made through the Commissioner ; 
because it would pas,; through him to the 
.Yfinister. That wa,; simply to bring, in a 
quicker way than at prp•,;ent, the whole business 
of all the departments under the cognisance of 
the i\iinister. At any rate that wns how he looked 
at it. 

l\Ir. i\L\CDOXALD-J'ATERSOX said he 
clid not see great economy of the time of the 
nlinistcr in clec>ling- through the hands of the 
Corr1n1itisioner of llaihvays with the smne rnatter 
which lmd been conveyed to the latter hy the 
Traffic i\lannger. A, '1 matter nf principle and 
tn eu~ure efficiency and give f[tir lJhty to the 
Traffic j\.Ianager, they nn"t place him in such a 
position that he wonlcl cum8 into contact with 
the public direct. He (Mr. J\lacdonnlcl-I'ater>son) 
did not object to the Commissioner as Under­
Secretary for lhilwnys, and he hoped the Gov­
ermnent would keep him in that position as had 
been ~:mggested. A.s long ftH the ConnuiH­
sioner for Hnilways remainetl as he was, there 
would hP an nnwnrrante<l nmbition on his 
part to gra.,p as much intluence and ramify his 
office rts much as he could. The JYiini,;ter for 
\Vorb had sbtcd tlmt the Traffic 1\lanager 
woulLI be liable to commit 'md cnn1 promise the 
(}ovennnent ou rnatters Hnch at~ tbe settlernent 
of daiu1f-:. ~urely the 'rraffic 1\.J.ann.ger vvas a 
better man to con>sider the f1twstion of clainm than 
the Connni~:~sioner. VVas every question of clainl 
to 1 •e relegated from the Tmtfic ::\Ianager to the 
Commissioner? If "'• did they not sec that 
t!J c one nutn waR as liable, if not lliOre liable, 
to cmrnnit and con1prmni~e the Govennuent 
a .. ...; the other, who had a close knowledge of 
the whole circumstances of the cn,;e? \Yhy 
should it lie nece"~ary on the part of the Traffic 
::.\lc1nager to report in detnil all the circnnH.;ta.nces 
to the Cnmmiseioner? \\'hy not give to the 
lYiinister for \VorkH a report every day or every 
week, instead of having it filtered through 
the Commissioner, or Under Secretary for Hail­
ways? :\Ioreover, the :Minister for \Vorks, in 
stating a case, spoke of a letter of complaint for 
:-~ltort delivery of goods. Now, every lllBnlher of 
the nublic did not choose to communicate with 
the deuartment hy letter. How would they deal 
with thoKe who made Yerba! complaint,;, or who 
wished to confer on matters of importance 
in regard to traffic, or dan1aged good~, or 
otherwise? \Vho was to henr the complaints of 
members of the public in perKon? vVas it the 
Traffic ::\L:tnagor or the Corr1mi~~ioner for Hail­
way,;? If the former, was he to report to 
the Connni:.;sioner, who YYas to report to the 
Minister? If the httter, was he to report 
to the J\iiinioter an<l re-report to . the Traffic 
J\Irtnager? If the Minister for WorkK had 
taken a little time to think over the matter, 
he wonld have seen that it wns a piece 
of perfect folly. They should keep the Corn­
lnist>ioner for 1 tailwa,ys as lT ncler Secretary. On 
the other hand, the Traffic 11anager should have 
complete and entire control of his ,]ep»rtment, 
and should come in contact with the public who 
used the rail way either as pa...FH::>engers or as 
traderH. If the Minister for \Vorks made thnt 
arrangenwnt, he would confer a grent boon on the 
pnhlic of C).neen,;land. That wets :t matter in v:hich 
the mercantile firrrh, of the colony took a great deal 
of interest. If there \Yas to be, as suggested, a 
medium of communication with the public, no 
1natter -whether the H.aihvay C(;lnmisMinner or 
the :\IinL,,ter for \Vorks, there wrts no 'lifficulty 
in foreseeing a complete break- down. It 
would not he doing justice to J\Ir. Thallon, 
the new Tmffic 1\Irtnager, awl by no meccns 
be doing that justice tu the public which 
they expected from the new arrangements. 
He should be ;:;lad if the i\linioter for \Vorks 
would intimate whether the Connni.,sioner for 
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l1ailways or the Acting Commissione;· was to be 
struck out. He understood that It was not 
intended that there should be three officers-the 
Commissioner, a Deputy Commissioner, and 
the Traffic Manager. 

The MIKISTER FOR WORKS said it would 
be impo~sible to abolish the of!ice of Commissioner 
for Railways, because in many cases that officer 
was menti~ned in the Railway Acts as having 
certain powers and authority. 

~Ir. FOOTE sairl he would point out to the 
hon. member for lYloreton that there must, in the 
first place, be a Ministerial head of the depart­
ment, and next to that head th~re was the Com­
n1issioner who, in his estin1atlon, was a \ ery 
necessarv' officer. He did not see how affairs in 
connection with their milways, which were very 
largely incren,sing and extending, could be carried 
out unless there was a head to the department. 
He had hea.rd a g-reat d<"al said in the Committee 
about bungling and dissati~;facti?n and a lot of 
other things; but he could f[Uite understand 
that it wccs almost impossible for the large 
traffic of the department to be carried on 
without a hitch at any time-that thore should 
never be a parcel lost or delayed. They 
all knew that such things happened in other 
departments. Those who were in the habit of 
shipping goods from England and other places 
knew that they did not always come to hand 
without a hitch or delay. Accorrling to his ex­
perience he found great difficu~ty in other clepar_t­
ments as well as the Traffic Department, m 
getting his goods ; and, as a rule, in ?hi pp in?, 
from }<~no·land there were nearly always ·shorts 
where th~re "'as anything like a large consign~ 
ment. Of course cases of that kind were dealt 
with in a proper manner ; the claim had to 
be proved, and after it was proved compensation 
was paid properly and fairly, and there was n_o 
difficulty in the matter. In the course of lus 
business with the Traffic Department he had 
experienced delays, which, in some instances, 
had been brought about by the shortness of 
rolling-stock. K either the Commissioner for 
Hail ways nor the Traffic Manager could, on short 
notice-a nwnth, or eyen tvilo or three n1onths­
make a sufficient quantity of rolling-stock to meet 
the requirements of the traffic. It was impossible. 
Then there were fluctuations in trade. People 
who were always looking out for the highest 
market held back their goods, and when the 
market got good they immediately ru~;hecl them 
in and occasionally last year there had not been 
sl;fficient rolling-stock for the carriage of those 
,;oods. But he took it for granted, according to 
his own experience, that the best that could pos­
sibly be done was clone under the circumstances. 
He hoped that the new Traffic Manager would 
prove to be all that was expected of him. There 
was an old saying, tha.t ''a new bromn s\veeps 
clean " and when they were going to make 
a cha~ITe it was to be ·"all that they desired." 
That,~:;,~ the case sometimes, until they had got a 
little experience, and then they found that what 
they anticipated would be so good was not so 
good after all. He agreed with many hon. 
gentlemen who had spoken, that the Traffic 
Department ought to be separate ; but at the 
sr~me time he did not fall in with the idea of 
the hon. member for Moreton, that the Traffic 
JYiana~er should have sole control of hb depart­
ment to such an extent that if there was a loss of 
goods, and a claim was sent i_n, he should b~ the 
sole arbitrator as to whether It should be paid or 
nut. 

Mr. MACDO:'<ALD-PATERSON: I did 
not say that. 

Mr. FOOTE : What the hon. member said 
was to the same effect. 

188-!-5l' 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: Notatall 
Mr. :FOOTE said he held that it was the duty 

of the Traffic Manager to send in his report to the 
Commissioner and not to go to the Minister 
direct. The lYrinister would have plenty to do 
if he had to deal with every case where there 
was a delay of goods or various other charges 
that arose in connection with the details of 
the department. The proper course was for the 
Traffic 1Itmager to report to the Commissioner, 
and if he could not decide the matter, let him 
refer it to the Ministerial head of the depart­
ment, and get his decision. That was his view 
of the case. As to the allusion made by the 
junior member for Ipsw.ich, about red-t3:peism 
in small matters of detail that occurred m the 
office he failed to see that there should not be 
somebody made responsible for them. It was 
only right that accounts. should b_e sent to the 
proper quarter, and he did not thmk that any 
delay had arisen by that. If they were to open 
the cloor for every officer or head of a deparment 
to incur whatever expense he liked, they would 
soon have a v0ry large expenditure indeed. 
Those matters should be worked under a proper 
system · and next to the Ministerial head of 
the clep~rtment, the Commissioner was the proper 
officer to denl with them. He had none of those 
bia complaints to make with reference to the 
R~ilway Department. He had had occasion!"llY 
to complain in reference to lost goods and thmgs 
of that sort but after a little time the matter 
had generally been brought rig~t, ~s was usual 
in other cases, such as the shippmg of goods 
from :England and other places. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he supposed that the 
new Traffic Manager would have certain instruc­
tions and information upon which he would 
have to work. He believed it was a fact that 
Mr. Thallon, when in the office before, experi­
enced considerable annoyance, because the exer­
cise of his authority in a matter of that kind was 
resented by the Commissioner. He believed 
that was "the case, and that it would be 
likely to arise again. He conld ~ee no objection 
in referring the matte: in. disp~1te to the_ Com­
missioner. The only JUStificatiOn for clomg so 
would be that the Commissioner would have 
additional information than that reported to him 
by the Traffic Manager; or the other reason 
\Voulcl be that the Commissioner might probably 
take a different view of the matter from that 
taken by the Traffic Manager.. It was then v~ry 
likely that delays would anse from senclmg 
backwards and forwards, and getting fresh 
reports of the transaction. It w:"s a matter 
of great importance to the public; . because, 
if the matter of a mere award or deciswn as to 
missing goods or damaged goods was to be taken 
out of the hands of the Traffic Manager, other 
matters in which he was concerned might with 
equal right be i>;terfer~cl with ~ncl altere.d ... ~et 
the man have his duties and his responsibilities, 
and hold him responsible. He coul~ not give 
varticulars of the matter ; but he believed that 
Mr. Thallon, when he was in the position before, 
came into collision with the Commissioner be­
cause he held a certain view in regard to a 
certain claim, and the Commi&oioner held a totally 
different one. 

The MINISTER FOH WOHKS said the hon. 
member for Fassifern had stated a short time ago 
that some years since he had a claim against the 
department which he had not been able to get 
settled; but if his system was aclop_tecl the Tra~c 
11anao·er would be able to settle 1t, whether Jt 
was rlo-ht or wrong, and the :i\Iinister would 
know ;othing about it. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he certainly thought the 
matter ought to go before the Minister. He 
held that the Traffic Manager ought to place the 
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matter before the Minister. He did not think 
that he should have so much authority in his own 
hands as to decide it. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Minister 
would have to decide upon a case without know­
ing anything about it. 

Mr. SALKELD said he would not know any­
thing about it except what was put before him 
by the Traffic Manager. What they wanted 
was that the Traffic Manager should be a 
responsible officer, and lia.ble to be blamed, 
censured, or dismissed if he did not do his 
duties. He did not think the hon. member for 
Bundanba properly understood what he was 
talking about. He had instanced the reel-tape 
business going on in the department, and said a 
box of pens or a hall of string could not be got 
without refening to the Commissioner. 

Mr. FOOTE : And quite right too. 
Mr. SAL KELD s:.ticl there was no check in 

referring to the Commissioner, as he would not 
know whether the things were wanted or not. 
Some things had to be copied and entered in the 
books fifteen or sixteen tunes, and he thought what 
they wanted was some good sense and business 
tact in the management of the department. 
Anyone who knew anything about it must know 
that the management of their railways cost far 
more than it ought to. 

Mr. FOOTE said he never said that the hon. 
member did not know what he was talking 
about. The hon. member was giving- instances 
of bo~es of pens and balls of string, and he gave 
him credit for knowing what he was talking 
about ; at the same time he entirely disagreed 
with the hon. member. There should be a 
proper head of the department, and subordinates 
should not be allowed to buy this and that with­
out proper authority. The head of the depart­
ment should know what an office was likely to 
require and when it was extravagant or wasteful; 
and when there was a proper form in which 
things should be done, and when rer]uisitions for 
articles required had to be laid before the Com­
missioner, it served as a check upon the different 
departments. As to "reel tape," it was in every­
body's mouth. It was the first word mentioned, 
and if they used white tape for tying up parcels 
they would hear of "white tape" instead of "red 
tape." He did not think the term was very 
damaging to those who understood it. There 
must be tape of some kind, and it was very 
proper that it should be so. · 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said Mr. 
Thallon had not asked for his reappointment, 
and when the Government came to the con­
clusion to reappoint him, they informed him by 
letter of the exact position he would be placed 
in. iYir. Thallon had been here before, and he 
knew what he would have to contend with. He 
had accepted the appointment offered him now; 
and when he was satisfied himself he could not 
see why hon. members should get up so much 
fume and fury about it. 

Mr. NORTON said he would like to know if 
the Trafr.c Manager was appointed for any term 
of years? 

The MIXISTEH. FOR WORKS: What do 
you mean by any term? The Government are 
not in the habit of entering into a contract with 
anyone for any term, such as three months or 
twelve months. Mr. Thallon will remain in the 
service while he does his duty. 

Mr. NORTON said the Government were in 
the habit of appointing officers for a term of 
years, and he understood 1\lr. Thal!on had come 
out to the colony engaged for a term of years. 

.,After what the Minister fur Works had said he 

presumed he might take it for granted that Mr. 
Thallon had not been engaged for a term of 
years. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. 
Mr. NORTON said there was one other 

1mttter in which the Committee were intere>ted. 
What was to become of the present mm1ager and 
the clerk of train"? \V ere they to receive 
other appointments? 

The MINISTER FOR \VORKS ,;aid they 
would he for the time employed in some other 
capacity. 1\Ir. i'IIcKean, the present Traflic 
JYianao·er, did not ask for his present appointment, 
and h~ believed he had done the best he could 
to carry on the Traffic Depa-rtment. It shonlrl 
not be forgotten that he was for a long time a,t a 
great disadvantage owing to the want of rolling-­
~tock, and had had great difficulties to contenri 
with. The appointment was offered to him, all([ 
it was the intention of the Government to make 
1\Ir. 1IcKean's position as good as possible. 
The same woulcl apply to the clerk of trains. 
That gentleman had not applied for his present 
appointment ; he would not say it was forced 
upon him, but he was asked to accept it, and he 
believed that he also had endeavoured to do the 
best he could. 

Mr. NORTON ;;aid he believed the hon, 
gentleman was quite right, as he understood that 
those gentlemen did not wish to take the offices 
offered them. lVIr. McKean had borne such a 
good character before in the department, that it 
might be expected that he was able to fill any 
place open for hin1 in the liovernment Service, 
and he was glad to find that the Minister for 
\Vorks alsu beld that opinion. 

Mr. FOOTE said he understood that the clerk 
of trains did not wish tu be promoted, but had 
been asked to accept the position, and he (Mr. 
Foote) wa,; given to underst:tnd that he was pro­
moted because of th•> able manner in which he 
defeated the hon. member for Port Curtis at the 
time he brought down that report. 

Mr. XOHTON said he had inquired into that 
matter, and he did not think it was so. He had 
not forgotten the incident to which the hem. 
member referred, but he was not one of those 
who bore any malice, or kept anything 
against a man in his mind. The next matter 
he wished to ask the Minister for \Vorks 
about had reference to the station-masters. 
There were eleven ne\v station.nwstGrs, aud he 
su]1posecl the hon. gentleman had in view some 
places where others would be required. Hnd the 
hon. gentleman made provision for new appoint­
ments ? Some time ago great difficulty was 
experienced in getting suitable persons for the 
position of station-master. J<'or instance, some 
difficulty was experienced in getting a man fitted 
in all respects for the responsible position of 
station-master at Maryborough. The only way 
of keeping up a supply of station-masters was by 
appointing assistant station-masten who would 
gain what experience could be given them by 
those who had been longer in the service, in 
order that they might subsequently fill ap11oint­
ments at new stations when required. vVas 
there a supply of such men now in the depart­
ment? 

'fhe MI::'{ISTER FOH WOllKS said a few 
new station-maoters had been appointed. For 
instance, when the Brisbane Valley bmnch was 
opened station-masters were appointed there, 
and two or three were also appointed on the 
first section of the Killarney line when it was 
opened. At present men were employed first as 
porters, and were afterwards gradually trained 
till they were fit to he station-masters. 
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Mr. FOOTE said he noticed there w~s a host 
of assistant station-masters. He had never 
heard of such officers in any other colony. He 
supposed that in other places, as a rule, a porter 
who was under training for a station-master per­
formed the duties of that position until he be­
came efficient and was sent to take charge of a 
station. 

The MINISTER JWR WORKS said there 
were two station-master8 at Brisbane, one of 
whom was called the assistant station-master. 
A man could not always be on duty; he could not 
be on duty from 5 o'clock in the morning nntil12 
o'clock at night. It wa•; therefore necessary to 
have two station-masters-one to relieve' the 
other. 'fhere were also two station-masters at 
Toowoomba, where there was ~t considerable 
amount of work, and where the hours were 
Ion£·. He presumed that the reason for calling one 
aosistan t station-master was to distinguish him 
from the other. 

Mr. MACJ<'ARLAN'E said he wanted to say 
something about station-mrtsters and gate­
keepers. Some two or three months ago he 
called for a return in reference to the time 
station-masters and gatekeepers had to work 
on the Sandgate line, and on the Southern 
nnd \Y est ern line, as far as Ipswich. 
From thftt return it appeared that some 
of those officials were working from seven­
teen to twenty hours a day. No doubt those 
long hours had a grertt deal to do with the 
n1is1nanagement, or rather carelessness, son1etimes 
exhibited by station-mrtsters. It was said at the 
time thftt th€ hours were not continuous, but 
he contended that, if a man had to be at his 
station or gate every time a train passed during 
those seventen or twenty hours, the whole of 
his time was taken up, and his employment 
was therefore continuous. He thought it 
would he a good plan to classify the gatekeepers. 
There were some who had too much work to do, 
am! probably some who had too little. Fifty-six 
gatekeepers were employed last year, and a 
hundred were required this year, and yet the 
increase was only £500. In other words, last 
year they paid fifty-six men £2,000, and this 
year they were to pay a hundred men £2,500. 
They had no right to work men seventeen hours 
a day ; if they did they need not be surprised 
to hear of accidents and collisions on the railways. 
He thought the men should be paid according 
to the number of hours they were employed 
nnd the nature of the work they performed. 
There was a gcctekeeper at Hedbank who had far 
more to do than some station-masters. The gate 
was the crossway of the Brisbane road, and had 
to be opened every time a vehicle came along 
both night and day. He supposed there was 
only one nmn employed there, and there ought 
to be two. 

The J'.IINISTER FOR WORKS: So there are. 

Mr. MACFARLAN'E said he was glad to 
hear that. He referred to that matter in order 
that it might receive the attention of the Minister. 
He would have something to say subsequently 
in reference to the Sunday traffic; but he would 
make no observations on the subject just now, as 
probably some hon. member might wish to speak 
about the station-masters. 

The :MINISTER FOR WORKS said that one 
of the duties of the Tmflic Manager, when he 
entered upon his office, would be to ascertain 
what hours the men were working, and to re­
arrange the work so that every man should be 
employed only a reasonable number of hours a 
day. He was told that the labour many of the 
men had to do was light ; but still he thought 
!eventeen hours was too long. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA­
SURER, the CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at one minute past 
11 o'clock, 




